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INTRODUCTION    TO   KENILWORTH. 


A  osRTAn  dMTM  «f  aQccMi,  iwl  or  aappond.  In  tlie  Minn- 
tion  of  Queen  Mary,  natamily  InAaoed  the  antlMT  to  attempt 
■omethinf  atmUar  raniectinf  "  her  nier  and  her  foe,"  tlie  eele* 
biatea  Elisabeth.  He  wiil  not,  however,  pretend  to  have  ap- 
proached the  tarit  with  the  Mma  fteUnfe  i  for  ttw  onidid  Robert- 
■on  htnuelf  toatomm  havinff  Alt  the  piejudtoea  with  which  a 
Scottitfiiinan  in  tempted  to  rafard  the  nfajieet ;  and  what  to  li- 
beral a  hietorian  avowa,  a  poor  romanoe-wriler  darei  not  die- 
own.  Bat  he  hopes  the  influanee  of  a  prejadioe,  almoet  a« 
natural  to  him  an  hit  native  air,  will  not  be  fonnd  to  nave  neatly 
alfocted  the  sketch  lie  bne  attempted  of  Engiaod'e  Eliubeth.- 
I  have  endeavoored  to  deecribe  her  aa  at  onoe  a  hif h-minded 
aovereifn,  and  a  reraaleof  paaaioaate  feelinft.heaiiatiaf  betwixt 
the  aenae  of  her  mnk  and  the  duty  ahe  owed  her  snbjecta  on  the 
one  hand,  on  J  on  the  other  her  attachment  to  a  nobleman,  who, 
in  external  ^aatifleations  ai  leaat,  amply  merited  her  fovoar.— 
The  intereat  of  the  story  is  thrown  upon  that  period  whrni  the 
audden  death  of  the  irst  Coonteas  of  Leioaster,  aeemed  to  open 
to  the  ambition  of  her  hneband  tlie  opportunity  of  ahaiinf  the 
crown  of  hia  aovereigik 

It  is  possible  that  slandert  which  very  eeldom  fovours  the 
venories  of  perMna  in  exalted  atatiooa,  may  have  blackened 
Iha  character  of  Leioeater  with  darker  ahades  tlian  really  be- 
koacsd  to  it  Btttthe  almost  feoeral  voice  of  the  limes  attached 
ttis  amst  foul  suspicions  to  the  death  of  the  aafortunole  Countees, 
Bioie  especially  aait  took  place  ao  veiy  opportunely  for  the  in- 
'arfence  of  lier  lover'a  ambition.  If  we  can  trust  Ashmole's 
Astiqa  I  ties  of  Berkshire,  there  was  bat  too  much  ctound  for  tlie 
traditions  which  charge  Leicester  with  the  murder  of  his  wife, 
la  the  folio  wins  extmet  of  the  paaaege,  the  reader  will  find  the 
aaUiority  1  had  for  the  otwy  of  the  romance  t— 

*'  At  the  weat  end  of  the  church  are  tlie  mine  of  a  manor, 
anctenUy  belonging  (aa  a  cell,  or  place  of  removal,  as  some 
report)  to  the  monks  of -Abington.  At  the  Dissolution,  the  said 
manor,  or  lordship,  was  conveyed  to  one  — —  Owen,  CI  believe,) 
Ibe  uoflMCssor  of  uodstow  then. 

**  In  the  hall,  over  the  chimney,  V^nd  Abfaigton  arms  cut  in 
aumo,  viz.  a  mrtonee  between  four  nuutletts  \  and  also  anotlier 
aecutcheon,  vix.  a  lion  rampant,  and  several  mitreacut  in  atone 
•bout  the  house.  Thera  is  alao  in  thn  aaid  house,  a  chamber 
oalted  Dudley's  ohaltober,  where  the  Earl  of  Leicester's  wife  was 
BMrdered ;  of  which  this  is  tlie  story  following : 

"  Robert  Dudley.  Earl  of  Leieester,  a  very  goodly  personage, 
and  stn<ularly  well  featurod,  being  a  great  fovounte  to  Qoeon 
Elisabeth,  it  wae  thought,  and  commonly  reported,  that  had  he 
been  a  b.ttchelor  or  widower,  tba  Qneen  would  have  made  him 
her  husband ;  to  this  end,  to  free  himself  of  all  obstacles,  he 
commands,  or  perliaps  with  lair  flattering  entreaties,  desires  his 
wife  to  icpoie  herself  here  at  his  servant  Aotliony  Forster's 
house,  who  then  lived  in  the  aforesaid  manoi^hoose  ;  and  also 
prescribod  to  Sir  Richard  Vamey,  (a  prompter  to  this  design.) 
at  his  cominf  hither,  that  he  should  first  attempt  to  poison  her, 
and  if  itiat  did  not  tUM  eObct,  then  by  any  ottwr  way  whatso- 
ever to  rlidiiateh  Iter.  This,  it  seems,  was  proved  by  tlte  report 
of  Dr.  Walter  Bayly,  sometime  fellow  of  New  College,  then  living 
in  Oxford,  and  professor  of  physic  in  that  unhwrsfty  ;  vrhom, 
because  lie  would  not  consent  to  take  away  lier  life  by  poison, 
the  Carl  endeavoured  to  displace  him  the  court  This  man,  it 
spems,  reported  for  roost  certain,  that  thenvwas  a  practice  in 
Cnmnor  among  the  conspimtors,  to  have  poisoned  tliis  poor  in- 
nocent lady,  a  little  before  she  was  killed,  which  was  attempt- 
ed after  this  manner  .-—They  seeing  tlie  good  lady  sad  and 
heavy,  (as  one  tliat  well  knew  by  her  other  handling,  that  her 
death  was  not  far  oflf.)  began  to  persuade  her  that  her  present 
dtsfHue  was  abundance  of  melancholy  and  other  humours,  ftn., 
and  therefore  would  needs  «>unsel  her  to  take  some  potion,  which 
she  absolutely  refusing  to  do,  aa  still  suspecting  the  worst ; 
wherean«n  they  sent  a  messenger  on  a  day  (unawares  to  her)  for 
Dr.  Bayly,  and  entreated  him  to  persuade  lier  to  take  some  little 
potion  by  his  direction,  and  they  would  foteh  the  same  at  Ox- 
ford :  meaning  to  have  added  something  of  their  own  for  her 
eomiort,  as  tlie  doctor  upon  just  cause  and  consideration  did 
suspect,  seeing  their  great  importunity,  and  the  small  need  the 
ladr  bad  of  pfiysie,  and  therefore  he  peremptorily  denied  their 
requeat ;  misdoubting,  (as  he  afterwards  reportod,)  lest,  if  Ihey 
had  poisoned  hervnaer  Uie  name  of  his  potion,  ho  misht  after 
liave  been  hanged  for  a  colour  of  their  sin,  and  the  doctor  re- 
wuned  still  well  assured,  that  this  wa^  taking  no  eflbct,  she 
would  not  long  escape  their  violence,  which  afterwards  happen^ 
ad  thus.  For  Sir  Ridiard  yamey  above-said,  (the  chief  projec- 
tor in  Uiis  design.)  who.  by  the  Earl's  order,  mnaiaed  that  day 
•f  her  death  alone  wtUi  her,  with  one  man  only  and  Porster, 
who  had  that  day  forcibly  sent  away  all  her  servants  from  her  to 
Abiufton  market,  about  three  miles  distant  ttom  !his  place  ; 
ibav  a  say,  whether  first  itiiluiff  her,  ore 


r  else  atraocling  her)«fter' 


warda  fluaff  h«r  down  stain  aad  broke  her  neck,  aaiugnnMli 
violoiiea  upon  her ;  but  however,  though  it  was  vnlgariy  reported 
that  she  by  chance  IHI  down  stairs,  (but  still  without  hurtina 
lierKood  that  was  apon  her  head,)  yet  tlie  inhabitants  will  toO 
yon  there,  that  she  was  conveyed  fVom  her  usual  chamber  where 
she  lay,  to  anoUwr  where  the  bed's  head  of  Um  cliamber  sload 
close  to  a  privv  postern  door,  where  they  in  tlte  night  came  and 
stifled  her  in  her  bed,  braised  her  head  vary  much,  broke  her 
neck,  and  at  length  fluna  her  down  stairs,  ttiereby  believing  th« 
world  would  liave  thought  it  a  mischance,  and  so  tuive  bliiMed 
their  villany.  But  behold  the  mercy  and  ja>tice  of  God  in  re* 
vonging  and  discovering  this  lady*s  murder,  for  one  of  the  pei^ 
sons  that  waa  a  coatUntor  in  this  murder,  was  afterwards  taiiea 
for  a  felony  in  the  marches  of  Wales,  andoflbring  to  publish  tha 
of  tt      " — -^  -  -  ^  -  . .    .- 


the  aforesaid  marder,  was  privately  made  away  in 

i  he  iirison  by  the  Earl's  appointment ;  and  Sir  Rieliard  Vaniey,tha 
other,  dyinx  about  the  same  time  in  London,  cried  miserably,  and 
blasphemed  God,  and  said  to  a  person  of  note,  (who  hath  volated 
the  same  to  dthers  sincej  not  long  before  bis  death,  that  all  tha 
devils  in  hell  did  tear  him  in  pieces.  FOnter,  likewise,  after  iMa 
foct,  being  a  man  formerly  addicted  to  hospitality,  companj* 
muth,  and  musio,  waa  afterwards  observed  to  forsake  all  this, 
and  with  much  melancholy  and  pensiveness,  (some  say  with 
madness,)  pined  and  drooped  away.  The  wifb  also  of  Bald 
Butter,  kinsosan  to  the  Earl,  gave  out  the  whole  fact  a  littia 
before  her  death.    Neither  are  these  following  passages  to  be 


forgotteo^that  as  toon  as  ever  she  was  murdered,  they  made 
great  hasle  to  bury  her  before  the  coroner  had  given  in  his  in- 
quest.(which  the  Earl  himsel f  condemned  as  not  (tone ad viaedly J 
which  her  father,  or  Sir  John  Robertsett,  (as  I  suppose,)  bearing 
of,  came  with  all  speed  hither,  caused  tier  corpse  to  be  taken  up, 
the  coroner  to  ait  upon  her,  and  fortlier  inquiry  to  be  made  con- 
cerning tliis  business  to  tlie  full ;  but  it  was  generally  thouf  ht 
tliat  the  Earl  stopped  his  mouth,  and  made  up  the  busineos  be- 
twixt them ;  and  the  nod  EoH,  to  make  plain  to  the  world  tha 
great  love  he  bare  to  Tier  while  alive,  and  what  a  grief  the  lost 
of  ao  virtaooa  a  lady  waa  to  hia  tender  heart,  caoaed  (though  tha 
thing,  by  tlieae  and  other  meana,  waa  beaten  into  the  heads  of  tlia 
pnnoipal  men  of  the  Uni^^raity  of  Oxford)  her  body  to  be  ra* 
buned  in  St  Mary'a  church  in  Oxford,  with  great  pomp  and  ao- 
lemnitf.  It  ia  remarkable,  wlien  Dr.  Babinfton,  the  Barl'a 
chaplain,  did  preach  the  foneral  sermon,  he  tnpt  once  or  twice 
in  his  speech,  by  nioomracnding  to  their  memories  that  virtuous 
lady  so  pitifully  murdtnd,  instekd  of  saying  pitifolly  slain.— 
The  Earl,  aAer  all  his  murdoraand  poisonings,  was  himself  poi- 
soned by  that  which  was  prepared  for  others,  (some  say  by  hii 
wifu  at  Comburr  Lodgebefore  mentioned,)  Uiou^  Baker  in  hia 
Chronicle  would  have  it  at  Killingworth,  anno  1688."* 

The  same  accusation  has  been  adopted  and  circulated  by  tha 
author  of  Leicester's  Commonwealth,  a  satire  written  directly 
against  the  Earl  of  Leicester,  which  loaded  htm  »ith  the  nsoet 
horrid  #imes,  and.  among  the  rest,  with  the  marder  of  his  first 
wife.  It  was  alluded  to  in  the  Yorkshire  Tragedy,  a  play  erro 
neously  ascribed  to  Shakspeare,  where  a  Rake,  who  determines 
to  destroy  all  hisfkmily,  throws  bis  wifo  down  stairs,  with  tlua 
ailuaion  to  the  supposed  murder  of  Leicester's  lady,— 
Tba  only  way  to  ebarai  s  vonan'i  tAogos 
b,  braak  Imt  ntck-s  polidsian  did  U. 

The  readerVill  find  I  have  borrowed  saveml  incidents  as  well 
as  names  f>om  Ashmole,  and  the  more  early  authorities ;  but  my 
first  acquaintance  with  the  history  was  through  the  mora 
pleasing  medium  of  verse.  There  is  a  period  in  youth  when  tlia 
mare  power  of  numben  has  a  more  strong  effort  on  ear  and  ima- 
gination, than  in  more  advanced  life.  At  tliis  season  of  imma- 
ture tasto,  the  author  was  greatly  delighted  with  the  poems  of 
Mickle  and  Langhorne,  poets  who,  though  by  no  means  defl 
cienl  in  the  higher  branches  of  tiieir  art,  were  eminent  for 
tlieir  povmera  of  vetbol  melody  above  most  who  have  practised 
this  department  of  poetry.  One  of  those  pieces  of  Miekle, 
which  the  author  waa  particularly  pleased  with,  is  a  ballad,  or 
rather  a  specios  of  elegy,  on  the  subject  of  C^imnor  Hall,  which, 
with  othera  by  the  same  author,  were  to  be  found  m  Evans's 


Ancient  Ballads,  (volume  iv.,  page  180,)  to  which  work  Mickia 

•    "•      Tlte  fir -.._w-j- 

ipecies  of  enchaniment  for     

thor,  the  force  of  which  is  not  even  now  entirely  apent ;  i 


made  liberal  contributions.  'Tlte  first "stanxa  especialhr  had  a 
peculiar  species  of  enchaniment  for  the  youthful  ear  of  tli 


othen  are  snflBeiently  prosaic 


•  Ashniels't  AartqniUss  of  Bsrkihirt,  vol.  I.  p.  149. 
to  LeioMier'a  dmdi  warn  that  •omoianieotmi  by  B«b 


ThetraditloB  ss 

Jonum  to  Dramniond 


of  Hawlbornden:— "  Tbe  Ewl  of  UleaMw  gsv*  s  boUls  of  Hqaor  lo  Ills 
I^ady,  whieh  hs  wilM  liw  to  nas  in  uiy  fBTninsM,  whleb  aho.  aftsr  iui 
raiama  (rom  eo«n,  not  Irnowing  li  ww  poiaon,  **''«  him,  siid  m  M 
dii)d.">-BKN  JONSON'S  infermation  to  DlitJMMOND  qf  Jb» 
-       ttOBERT  SIUBALD'S  Cof^ 


DSTVODUCnON 

cmaiOR  HALL. 

■MTBichtdidftn: 
Hie  mooa,  ■t*€  mfest  of  fte  iky, 
ttl««r'd  U«e  watli  9fC»amm  Ball. 
Ilwl— y—— kihaiffwrthew^. 

«K<»w  ttOBckt  WM  hard  baaaalh  the  dkjm. 

The  flMBdi  or  b«iy  life  vera  fisll. 
Bkve  wranhaopy  tedr**  aifhc. 
That  k«d  torn  thai  kMeiy  pito. 


TO  CEN1LW0STH.  ^ 


That  tho«  molt  hasswoni  i»  ■ 
To  IwveaM  n  thk  toaety  gtovai. 

"Nononihoa  eon'MvHktatH 

Thy  ooee  beioTod  bride  to  aees 
But  be  liw  alne.  or  be  Ae  dead. 


*  Not  •»  the  uMfC  I '"MS  r*4 
Whrn  happy  in  my  juier**  I 

No  fbithlea  bestead  thea  am 
No  ehiUiof  fiMie  didae  appaL 


No  lark  von  b 

And  like  the  bird  that  haaati  the  thfl 


80  DMirily  av«  llM  Uv«loi«  4V. 

**  IT  that  my  beanty  li  b«l 

AoMNif  ooart  ladiea  all 
WhydMbtthoareoditft , 

wham,  aeomfalEad,  it  well  «ae  piiwdf 

"  And  wbea  yoa  Siat  to  aw  aada  aait. 

How  fair  I  waa  yo«  oil  areald  mg  i 
And  pnmd  of  Qeaqawt.  plack'd  the  toi^ 

Thaa  led  the  binawai  le  decay. 


"Teti  now  aeg^ecM  aad  deepwad. 
The  loee  is  pale,  the  lily'a  dead 

But  he  that  onoe  their  ehaiaM  ao  i 
bauicf 


.  when  aick*aiaf  frteTdoth  vma, 

er  love's  lepeid  with  ■oai%      ^ 

The  •weetcetbeeaty  will  dtcay,— 
What  floweret  caa  eadH*  the  elirMi 


"  At  eont,  rm  toM.  ia  beaaty^  thMM, 
Where  every  lady^a  paaaaaf  mm. 

That  Eaateniflowen,  that  ahHM  ttmao^ 
Are  not  ao  ^wioff,  aotao  fair. 

'*  Then,  Eari.  why  didet  tbea  leava  the  bate 
Where  rooea  and  where  Uliet  vie. 

To  aeek  a  primroae,  whoea  pele  ahadae 
Meat  aicken  whea  thoee  gaada  am  by  f 

*'  *Men«  raral  beeati«a  1  waa  oae, 
Atwwf  the  Aald^  wild  flowem  are  fldr  1 

Bonie  coaoUy  awain  oiifhi  me  have  woa. 
And  ihottcfat  my  beeaty  peaaiaf  ramw 

"  Bat.  Leicaater.  (or  t  roach  am  wroacJ 
Or  'ti«  not  beaiuty  lurea  thy  vows  | 

Rathw  ambiuoa'a  filded  eiowa 
Alakea  thee  forset  Uiy  humble  apoam. 

**  71108,  r^cester,  why,  a^ain  I  plea4 

rnie  mjufvd  tureiv  may  repine,)— 
Wiiy  didat  thoa  wed  a  eoontry  maid, 
.  V  SanaomaiairprioGaMnuchthethliMl 


Aad. eh!  thaa  leave  tteaa  to deeay  I 
Why  didailhea  wia  am  10  thy  aima, 
Thaa  leaia  la  man  ihe  UvahMv  day  f 

*  The  vilan  —idiaa  of  IhephOtt 

fiahrteaaa  lowly  as  thnr  §0  s 
EhTwwi  ifapy  ■BBik  my  aiikea  imiB, 
Nor  ihmk  aCaattam  caa  have  wo. 

Tbrnafclbrjor   Hiaaaiihlhriw>- 
Tb  be  eeamat-thae  to  be  graat 

■  How  flalim  bliat  am  I  tfaaa  tlwml  • 
Daily  IB  paae  aad  waam  with  eare  t 

Like  the  poor  ptaal.  that,  Aom  iu  slaa 
OfeTidedi>alB  iha  chJUiac  air. 

«Ner,cnmiEm1i  enlemy 

Tlml      11     1 1 II    afaiifthdii 
Yaarmmiaaipwdmy 


•Laatamhl.aaaBdl 

The  viilaja  death  bra  amwiwaqreari 
TW  warii^  aside,  aad  aeeamd  to  say, 

^ObmIsb^  pavaia,  ihy  awl  is  aaarr 

No  oae  le  aeolfae  ass  as  I  veap^ 


*  My  Mrili  BM^-my  hoaea  d 
aSlI  that  dmad  deall^l  amiias  my  ear  t 

Tbos  earn  and  sad  that  My  I 

hi  Cmaaor  8^  sohme  aa 
Aad  maay  a  hawtMt  amh  ah 

Aad  lat  MI  May  a  fitter  t 

Aad  em  the  <nva  of  day  appeer*d. 
_  la  Camaar  Bail,  so  hmeoad  drear. 


Fmi  aamy  a  pmrcmr 
Amtmsayaaiyori 

11m4aalh4nfl  ttmei 

Aa  arial  voiee  waa  hamd  to  ealL 
Aad  Ihriee  the  mvoa  BBpp*d  its  wm( 
Anaad  the  towam  of  Camaor  HbD. 


The  amaiiff  hoerIM  at  YOloie  doer. 

The  oaka  were  chatmed  oa  the  gmta  I 
Wo^waaOm  hoB|-lbr  aeaer  more 

dem  Caaatsm  o'ir  was  aesa  I 


Aad  ia  that  MaBer  BOW  ao  nwea 
*     iachaer1W«msiaBdaprifhllybani 
For  ever  auee  timt  dreary  iwvr_ 
Bave  aplriu ' 


The  vflla»  amids,  with  fbmfhl  flaaise, 
Avoid  the  anciwn  a» 


iaso7< 


Fall  maoy  a  tmTeiler  oft  hath  slgh*d, 
.^„^ 


Aa  waad*riiif  eawaida  they've  espied 
The  haantod  towan  of  duiiBor  r   ' 

ABVoravoKi^ 
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CHAPTER  I. 

I  «ia  an  innkeepw^wd  know  mjr  fronidt, 
And  itiMtj  them ;  Bratn  o*  man,  I  study  ib^m. 
I  muft  have  jovial  gveata  to  driv*  mr  plouctia, 
And  wiiiatliBC  bora  to  bring  mr  liarrMta  bom*. 
Or  I  ahall  bear  do  flails  tbwadc. 


7%tIkmJM», 

It  18  the  privilege  of  tale-tellers  to  open  their  atoiT 
in  «n  inn,  the  free  rendesvoos  of  all  ifavellerB,  ana 
wheiB  the  humour  of  each  diepla/a  itself,  without 
ceremony  or  leetraint.  This  is  specially  suitable  wheo 
the  scene  is  laid  during  the  old  days  of  meny  Eng- 
land, when  the  guests  were  in  some  sort  not  merdy 
the  inmates,  ^ut  the  messmates  and  temporary  com- 
panions of  muie  Host,  who  was  usually  a  pannage 
of  privil^ed  freedom,  comely  presence,  and  good- 
humour.  Patronised  bj  him,  me  characters  of  the 
conopany  were  placed  m  ready  contisst;  and  they 
seldom  failed,  during  the  emptying  of  a  six-hooped 
pot,  to  throw  off  reserve,  and  present  themselves  to 
each  other,  and  to  their  landlord,  with  the  freedom 
of  old  acquaintance.   •  , .     , 

The  villase  of  Cunmor,  within  three  or  lour  miles 
of  Oxford,  boasted,  during  the  eighteenth  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  an  excellent  iim  of  the  old  stamp,  con- 
docted,  or  rather  ruled,  by  Giles  Gosling,  a  man  of  a 
goodly  person,  and  of  somewhat  round  belly;  fifty 
yeare  of  age  and  upwards,  moderate  m  his  reckon- 
ing, prompt  in  his  paytnents.  havmg  a  cellar  of 
soundT  liquor,  a  ready  wit,  and  a  pretty  daughter. 
Since  the  days  of  old  Harry  Baillie  of  the  TaSbard 
in  Southwarl£,  no  one  had  excelled  Giles  Gosling  in 
the  power  of  pleasins  his  guest  of  every  description; 
and  so  great  was  his  tame,  that  to  have  been  in  Cum- 
nor,  witliout  wetting  a  cup  at  the  bonny  Black  Bear, 
would  have  been  to  avouch  one's-selt  utterly  indil- 
ferent  to  reputation  as  a  traveller.  A  country  fellow 
might  as  well  return  from  London,  without  looking 
in  the  face  of  majesty.  The  men  of  Cumnor  were 
nroud  of  their  Host,  uid  their  Host  was  proud  of  his 
nouse,  his  liquor,  hiis  daughter,  and  himself. 

It  was  in  the  court-yard  ot  the  mn  which  called 
this  honest  fellow  landlord,  that  a  traveller  alighted 
in  the  close  of  the  evening,  ^ve  his  horse,  which 
seemed  to  have  made  a  long  fourney,  to  the  hostler, 
and  made  some  inquiry,  which  produced  the  follow- 
ing dialogue  betwixt  the  myrmidons  of  the  bonny 
Black  Bear. 

"  What,  ho!  John  Tapster." 

"At  hand^WHl  Hostler,"  replied  the  man  of  the 
spigot,  shovving  himaelf  in  his  costume  of  loose  jack- 
et, linen  breeches,  and  green  aproiL  half  withm  and 
half  without  a  door,  which  appeared  to  descend  to  an 
outer  cellar. 

"  Here  is  a  gentleman  asks  if  yo«  draw  good  ale," 
continued  the  nostler. 

"  Beshrew  my  heart  else,"  answered  the  tapster, 
"since  there  are  but  fi>ur  mfles  betwixt  us  and  Ox- 
ford.~Marry,  if  my  ale  did  not  convince  the  heady  of 
the  scholars  they  would  soon  convince  my  pate  with 
thepewto  flagon." 

"Call  y.  u  that  Oxford  lojgic?"  said  the  stranger, 
who  had  now  quitted  the  rem  of  his  horse,  and  was 
advancina  towards  the  inn-door,  when  he  was  en- 
countered by  the  goodly  form  of  GUes  Gosling  hho^ 

"Is  it  logic  voQ  talk  oi;  Sir  Gasst  V  said  the  host } 
"^why,  then,  have  at  you  with  a  downright  oonae- 
qoence —  ' 

'The  hone  to  the  radc. 

And  to  the  with  the  saok.*** 

*'  Amen  I  with  all  my  heart,  my  good  host,"  said 
the  stranger  I  "  let  it  be  a  quart  of  your  beet  Canaries, 
and  give  me  your  good  h^p  to  drink  it." 


"  Nay,  yon  are  but  in  your  accidence  yet,  Sff  TVa- 
▼eller,  n  yon  call  on  your  host  tor  help  for  such  a  sip 
ping  matter  as  a  quart  of  sack— were  it  a  gallon,  you 
might  lack  some  neighbourly  aid  at  my  nand,  and 
yet  call  ynurself  a  toper." 

**  Fear  me  not,"  said  the  guest,  '*  I  will  do  my  de- 
voir as  bcNxmes  a  man  who  finds  himself  within  five 
miles  of  Oxford }  for  I  am  not  oome  from  the  field  of 
Mara  to  discredit  myself  amongst  the  followers  of 
Miiierva." 

As  he  spoke  thus,  the  landlord,  with  mnch  sem- 
blance of  nearty  welcome,  ushered  his  gnest  mto  a 
large  lew  ehaniber,  when  several  persons  were  seat- 
ed together  in  different  parlies;  son^  drinkmg,  Mme 
playing  at  cards,  some  convening,  and  some,  whose 
busmess  called  them  to  be  earl  v  risers  on  the  morrow 
oondoding  their  evemng  meal,  and  conferring  with 
the  chamberhun  about  ulieir  night* s  quarters. 

The  entrance  of  a  straiwer  procured  hun  that  »- 
neral  and  careless  sort  ot  attentkm  which  is  usually 
paid  oa  sach  occsaowLfrom  which  the  following  i^ 
sulu  were  deduced :— The  guest  was  one  of  those 
who,  with  a  well-made  person,  and  features  not  m 
themselves  unpleasing,  are  nevertheless  so  far  from 
handsome,  that,  whether  from  the  expressK>n  of  thev 
features,  or  the  tone  of  their  voice,  or  from  their  gait 
and  manner,  there  arise«.  on  the  whole,  a  dismchna- 
tion  to  their  society.  The  stranger's  address  was 
bold,  without  l^^ng  frank,  and  seemed  eagerly  and 
hastily  to  claim  for  nim  a  degree  of  attention  and  de- 
ference, which  he  feared  would  be  reftised,  if  not 
instantly  vindicated  as  his  right  His  attire  was  a 
riding-cloak,  which,  when  open,  displaved  a  hand;; 
some  jerkin  overlaid  with  laoe,  and  bdted  with  a  buff 
girdle,  which  sustained  a  broad-sword  and  a  pair  of 
pistols. 

**  You  ride  well  provided,  sir,"  said  the  host,  look* 
ing  at  the  weapons  as  he  placed  on  the  table  the 
mulled  sack  which  the  tnveUer  had  ordered. 

"  Yea,  mine  host ;  I  have  found  the  use  on*t  in 
dao(9erou8  times,  and  I  do  not,  like  your  modem 
grandees^  turn  off  my  followers  the  iostant  they  are 


"Ay,  sirl"  ssid  Giles  Goeluifi;;  "then  you  are  from 
the  Low  Countries,  the  land  of  pike  and  oaliverl" 

"I  have  been  high  and.  low,  mv  friend,  broad  and 
wide,  far  and  near ;  but  here  is  to  thee  in  a  cup  of  thjr 
sack— fill  thysdf  another  to  pledge  me ;  and,  if  it  is 
less  than  superiative,  e'en  drinlc  as  you  have  brewed." 

"  Less  than  superiativel"  said  GQes  Gosling,  drink- 
ing off  the  cup,  and  smacking  his  lips  with  an  air  of 
ioeffiible  relish,— "I  know  nothing  of  superlative,  nor 
is  there  such  a  wine  at  the  Three  Cranes,  in  the  Vin- 
try,  to  my  knowledge;  but  if  you  find  better  sack 
than  that  in  the  Sheres,  or  m  the  Cananes  either,  I 
would  I  may  never  touch  eidier  pot  or  penny  mors. 
Why,  hold  it  up  betwLxt  you  and  the  light,  you  shall 
see*  the  little  motes  dance  in  the  golden  liquor  like 
dust  in  the  sunbeam.  But  I  woula  rather  draw  wine 
for  ten  clowns  than  one  travelier.— I  trust  your  ho- 
nour likes  the  wina" 

"It  is  neat  and  eomfortable,  mme  host;  but. to 
know  good  liquor,  you  should  drink  where  the  vme 
growsi  Trust  me,  your  Spaniard  is  too  wise  a  man 
to  send  you  the  very  soul  of  the  grape.  Why,  this 
now,  which  you  account  so  choice,  were  counted  mit 
as  a  cup  of  bastard  at  the  Groyne,  or  at  Port  St. 
Mary's.  Yon  should  travel,  mine  host,  if  you  would 
be  deep  in  the  mysteries  of  the  butt  and  pottle-pot" 

"In  troth,  Sigmor  Guest,"  said  Giles  Goshiig,  "if 
I  were  to  travel  only  that  I  might  be  discontented 
with  that  which  I  can  get  at  home|  methmks  I  should 
but  on  a  fool's  errand.  Besides,  I  warrant  yoU| 
is  many  a  fool  can  turn  his  nose  up  at  m>od 
I* 


go  but 
thsra  i 
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drink  without  ever  having  been  out  of  the  smoke  of 
Old  England ;  and  so  ever  gramercy  mine  own  fire- 
flide." 

"This  is  but  a  mean  mind  of  youza,  mine  host." 
said  the  stranger :  **I  warrant  me,  an  your  town^s 
folk  do.  not  think  so  basely.  You  have  gallants 
among  you,  I  dare  undertake,  that  have  made  th^. 
Virgima  voyage,  or  taken  a  turn  in  the  Low  Coim- 
tries  at  least.    Come^  cudgel  your  memory.    Have 

Ku  no  friends  in  foreign  parts  that  you  would  gladly 
,ve  tidings  of  1'^ 

"  Troth,  sir,  not  1,"  answered  the  host,  "  since  rant- 
ing Robin  of  Drysandford  was  shot  at  the  siege  of 
thfl  Brill.  The  devil  take  the  caliver  that  fired  the 
ball,  for  a  blither  lad  never  filled  a  cup  at  midnieht ! 
But  he  is  dead  and  gone,  and  I  know  not  a  soldier, 
or  a  traveller,  who  is  a  soldier's  mate,  that  I  would 
give  a  peeled  codling  for." 

"By  the  mass,  that  is  strange.  What!  so  many 
of  our  brave  English  hearts  are  abroad,  and  you,  who 
seem  to  be  a  man  of  mark,  have  no  firisnd,  no  kins- 
mana  among  them  1" 


than  found." 

"  Do  not  say  so,  friend,  unless  yon  have  heard  ill  of 
him  lately.  Many  a  wild  colt  has  turned  out  a  noble 
Bteed-T-His  nam&  I  pray  vou^" 

"Michael  Lamboume,'^  answered  the  landlord  of 
the  Blapk  Bear ;  "  a  son  of  my  eister's-'there  is  little 
pleasure  in  recollecting  either  the  name  or  the  con- 
Bfficion." 

"Michael  Lambonme!"  said  the  stranger,  as  if 
endeavouring  to  recollect  himself—"  what,  no  relation 
to  Michael  L^mboume,  the  gallant  cavalier  who  be- 
haved so  bravely  at  the  siege  of  Venlo,  that  Grave 
Maurice  thanked  him  at  the  head  of  the  army  1  Men 
said  he  was  an  Engli^L  cavalier,  and  of  no  high  eac- 
traction." 

"  It  could  scarcely  be  my  nephew,"  said  Giles  Gos- 
ling, "  for  he  had  not  the  courage  of  a 'hen-partridge 
for  aught  but  mischief." 

"  O,  many  a  man  finds  courage  in  the  wars,"  re- 
plied the  stranger. 

"  It  may  be,"^eaid  the  landlord ;  "  but  I  would  have 
thoiuzht  our  Mike  more  likely  to  lose  the  Uttie  he 

"The  Michael  Lamboumewhom  I  knew,"  con- 
tinued the  traveller,  "  was  a  likely  fellow— went  al- 
ways gay  and  well  attired,  and  bad  a  hawk's  eye 
alter  a  pretty  wench." 

"  Our  Michael,"  replied  the  host,  "  had  the  look  of 
a  dog  with  a  bottle  at  its  tail,  and  wore  a  coat,  every 
raff  or  which  was  bidding  good-day  to  the  rest." 

^^O,  men  pick  up  goodapparelintbewars,"  replied 
the  guest. 

"Our  Mike,"  answered  the  landlord,  **was  mors 
like  to  pick  it  i;p[>  in  a  frippery  ivarehouse.  while  the 
broker  was  lookmg  another  way ;  and,  for  the  hawk's 
sve  you  talk  of;  his  was  always  after  my  stray  spoons. 
He  was  tapsters  boy  here  in  this  blessed  house  for  a 
quarter  of  a  year;  and  between  misreckoninga,  mis- 
earriages,  mistakes,  and  misdemeanours,  had  he  dwelt 
with  me  for  three  months  longer,  I  might  have  pulled 
down  sigD,  shut  up  house,  and  given  the  devil  the 
key  to  keep." 

"You  would  be  sorry,  after  all^'  continued  the 
traveller,  "were  I  to  tell  you  poor  Mike  Lamboume 
was  shot  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  at  the  taking  of 
a  sconce  near  Maestricht  T 

"  Sony  !~it  would  be  the  blithest  news  I  ever  heard 
of  him,  since  it  would  ensure  me  he  was  not  hanged. 
But  aet  him  pass— I  doubt  his  end  wil|  never  do  such 
credit  to  his  friends :  were  it  so,  I  should  say"«-<^tft- 
king  another  cup  of  sack)— "Here's  God  rest  him, 
with  all  my  heart." 

"Tush,  man,"  replied  the  traveller,  "never  fear  but 
you  will  have  credit  by  yoiu-  nephew  yet  especially  if 
he  be  the  Michael  Lamboume  whom  1  knew,  and 
loved  very  needy,  or  altogether,  as  well  as  mjrself. 
Can  yon  tell  me  no  mark  by  which  I  could  judge 
whether  thev  be  the  same  7" 

"  Faith,  none  that  I  can  think  o^"  an^'eied  Q'lea 


Gosling,  "unless  that  oor  Mik«  had  tfae^  gaDowi 
branded  on  his  left  dioulder  for  stealing  a  olver  cai> 
die-cup  from  Dame  Snort  of  Hogaditcfi." 

"Nay^  there  you  lie  like  a  knaye,  m)cle,"  said  the 
straAgei  slipping  aside  his  rufi^  and  turning  down  the 
sleeve  dt  his  dmibiet  fiom  his  neck  ana  shoulder; 
"by  thi»  good  day,  my  shoulder  is  as  unscarred  as 

"  What^Mike,  bov— Mike  I"  exclaimed  the  hostr- 
"and  is  it  thou,  m  good  earnest  ?  Nay,  I  have 
judged  so  for  this  half  hour;  for  I  knew  no  other 
person  would  have  ta'en  half  the  interest  in  thee. 
But,  Mike,  an  thy  shoulder  be  unscathed  as  thou 
sayest,  thou  must  own  thai  Goodnnan  thong,  die 
hangman,  was  merdfol  in  iiis  office,  and  stamped 
thee  with  a  cold  h-on." 

"Tush,  uncle— truce  with  your  jeeta.  Keep  them 
to  season  your  sour  ale,  and  let  us  see  what  hesrty 
welcome  tnou  wilt  give  a  kioaman  who  has  rolled 
the  world  around  for  dghteen  years ;  who  has  seen 
the  sun  set  wlAere  it  rises,  and  has  travelled  till  the 
west  has  become  the  east." 

"Thou  hast  brousiit  back  one  traveller's  gift  with 
thee,  Mike,  as  I  well  see;  and  that  vras  what  thov 
least  didst  need  to  travel  for.  I  remember  wd^ 
among  thme  other  qualities,  there  was  no  creditinic 
a  wort  which  came  fit)m  thy  mouth." 

"  Here's  an  unbelieving  Pagan  for  you,  gentle- 
men !",sakl  Michael  Lamboume,  turning  to  those 
who  witnessed  this  strange  interview  betwixt  tncte 
and  nephew,  some  of  whom,  being  natives  of  the 
villa^  were  no  strangers  to  hisjuvenile  wildoess. 
"  This  may  be  called  slajrine  a  Cumnor  fatted  cut 
for  me  with  a  vengeance—But,  uncle,  I  come  not 
from  the  husks  and  the  swine-trough,  and  I  care  not 
for  thy  welcome  or  no  welcome:  I  carry  that  with 
me  will  make  me  welcome,  wend  where  I  will. 

So  saying,  he  pulled  out  a  purse  of  gold,  indifrer- 
ently  well  filled,  the  sight  of  which  produced  a  visi- 
ble effect  upon  'the  company.  Some  shook  thar 
heads,  and  whispered  to  each  other,  w^hiJe  one  or 
two  of  the  less  scnipulbus  speedily  began  to  recol- 
lect him  as  a  school-companion,  a  townsman,  or  so 
forth.  On  the  other  hand,  two  or  three  grave  eedate- 
looking  persons  shook  their  heads,  and  left  the  mn, 
hinting,  that,  if  Giles  Gosling  wished  to  continue  to 
thrive,  he  should  turn  his  thriftless,  godless  ne- 
phew adrift  again,  as  soon  as  he  could.  Gosling  de- 
meaned himself  as  if  he  were  much  of  the  same  opi- 
nion ;  for  even  the  sight  of  the  gold  made  less  im- 
pression on  the  honest  gentleman,  than  it  usually 
doth  upon  one  of  his  calling. 

"Kinsman  Michael,"  he  said,  "put  up  thy  purse. 
My  sister's  son  shall  be  called  to  no  reckoning  m  ray 
house  for  supper  or  lodging ;  and  I  reckon  thou  wilt 
hardly  wish  to  stay  longer,  where  thou  art  e'en  but 
too  well  known."  , 

"  For  that  matter,  uncle,"  replied  the  travener,  I 
shall  consult  my  own  needs  and  conveniences.  Mean- 
time I  wish  to  give  the  supper  and  sleeping  cup  to 
those  good  townsmen,  who  are  not  too  proud  to  re- 
member Bftke  Lamboume,  the  tapster's  boy.  If  you 
will  let  me  have  entertainment  for  my  money,  so-- 
if  not,  it  is^  but  a  short  two  minutes^  walk  to  the 


Hare>and  Tabor,  and  I  trust  our  neighbours  will  not 
grudge  going  thus  far  with  me."  ^ 

"Nay,  Mflte,"  replied  his  uncle,  "as  eighteen  years 
have  gone  over  thy  head,  and  I  tmst  thou  art  some- 
what amended  in  thy  conditions,  thou  shalt  not  leave 
my  house  at  this  hour,  and  shalt  e'en  have  whatever 
in  reason  you  Ust  to  call  for.  But  I  would  I  knew 
that  that  purse  of  thine,  which  thou  vapourest  ol, 
were  as  well  come  by  as  it  seems  v^ell  filled."        , 

"  Here  is  an  infidel  for  you,  my  rood  neighbours  r 
said  Lamboume,  again  appealing  to  the  audience. 
"Here's  a  fellow  will  rip  up  hif  kinsman's  folu^s 
of  a  good  score  of  years  standing— And  for  the  go*, 
why,  sirs,  I  have  been  where  it  grew,  and  was  to  ve 
had  for  the  gathering.  In  the  New  Worid  have  1 
been,  man— in  the  ^Eldorado,  where  urchins  play  at 
cherry-pit  with  diamonds,  and  country-wenchea 
thread  rubies  for  necklaces,  instead  of  rowan-tree 
berries;  V(here  the  pantiles  are  made  of  pyre  gold 
and  the  paving-atones  of  virgin-aUver." 


Chaf.  M 
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**  Bf  my  credit,  friend  Miko,"  said  vounfi  Laur^noe 
Goldtnrea,  the  cutting  meroer  of  AmD^aon,  "  that 
were  a  likely  coast  to  trade  to.  And  what  may 
lawns,  cvpniaea,  and  ribaodt  fetch,  where  gold  is  so 
plenty  7**^ 

"O,  the  profit  were  unatterable,"  rtphed  Lam- 
bourne,  "especially  when  a  handsome  young  mer- 
chant  bears  the  pack  himself;  for  the  ladies  of  that 
dime  are  bona-robas,  and  beins  themselves  some- 
what sun-burnt,  they  catch  fire  like  tinder  at  a  fresh 
oomptexioD  like  thine,  witli  a  head  of  hair  inclining 
to  be  red." 

^'I  would  I  might  trade  thither,**  said  the  mercer, 
chuckling. 

'*  Why,  and  so  thou  mayest,**  said  Jffichael;  "that 
is^  if  thou  art  the  same  brisk  boy  who  was  partner 
with  meat  robbing  the  Abbot's  orchard— 'tis  but  a  lit- 
tle touch  of  alchymy  to  decoct  thy  house  and  land  into 
ready  money,  and  that  ready  money  into  a  tall  ship, 
with  sails,  anchors,  cordage,  and  alf  things  conform- 
ing ;  then  clan  thy  warehouse  of  goods  under  hatches, 
put  fifty  gooa  feUows  on  deck,  with  myself  to  com- 
mand them,  and  so  koiso  topsails^  and  hey  for  the 
New  World  1" 

"Thou  hast  taoghthim  s  secret,  kinsman,"  said 
GSiles  Gosling,  "to  decoct,  an  that  be  the  word,  his 
pound  into  a  penny,  and  his  webs  mto  a  thread.— 
Take  a  (ooVb  advice,  neighbour  Goldthred.  Tempt 
not  the  sea,  for  she  is  a  devourer.  Let  cards  and 
cockatrices  do  their  worst,  thy  father's  bales  may 
bide  a  banging  for  a  year  or  two,  ere  thou  oomest  to 
the  Spital ;  but  the  sea  hath  a  bottomless  appetite,— 
she  would  swallow  the  wealth  of  Lombard  Street  in 
a  morning,  as  easily  as  I  would  a  poached  egg  and  a 
cop  of  clary ;— and  for  my  kinsman^s  Eldorado^  never 
trust  me  u  J  do  not  believe  he  has  found  it  in  the 
pooches  of  some  such  gulls  as  thyself.— But  take  no 
ttoff'  in  the  nose  about  it ;  fidl  too  and  welcome,  for 
ben  cortes  the  supper,  and  I  heartily  bestow  it  on 
all  that  will  take  snore,  in  honour  of  my  hopeful  ne- 
phew's return,  always  trusting  that  he  has  come 
iiome  another  man— In  faith,  kinsman,  thou  art  as 
like  my  poor  sister  as  ever  was  son  to  mother." 

"  Not  quite  90  like  old  Benedict  Lambuurne  her 
husband,  though,"  said  the  merc<n[.  nodding  and 
winking.  **Dost  thou  remember,  Mike,  what  thou 
aaidst  when  the  schoolmaster's  ferrule  was  over  thee 
for  striking  up  thy  father's  crutches  7— it  is  a  wise 
chtid,  saidst  thou,  that  knows  its  own  father.  Dr. 
Bricham  laughed  till  he  cried  again,  and  bis  crying 
saved  yours.  * 

**  Well,  he  made  it  up  to  me,  many  a  day  aiUr,** 
said  Lamboume ;  "  and  how  is  the  worthy  peda- 
gozue?" 

'^Oead,*'  said  Giles  Gosling;  '*  this  many  a  day 


*'That  he  is,"  said  the  clerk  of  the  parish ;  "I  sat 
by  his  bed  the  whilst— He  passed  away  in  a  blessed 
frame,  'Aforior — mortuut  turn  p«//u»—»Mwa'— These 
were  bis  latest  words,  and  he  just  added,  *  my  last  verb 
IS  conjugated.' " 

"Well,  peace  be  with  hun,'*  said  Mike,  *'he  owes 
me  nothmg." 

"No.  truly."  rephed  Goldthred;  "and  every  lash 
which  ne  laid  on  thee,  he  always  was  wont  to  say, 
be  spared  the  hangman  a  labour." 

"  One  would  have  thought  he  left  him  little  to  do 
then,"  said  the  clerk ;  "  and  yet  Goodman  Thong  had 
no  sinecure  of  it  with  our  friend,  after  all." 

"  Voto  a  dioaf*  exclaimed  Lamboum&  his  patience 
appearing  to  fail  him,  as  he  snatched  his  broad  slouch- 
ed hat  from  the  table  and  placed  it  on  his  head,  so  that 
the  sha^w  gave  the  sinister  expression  of  a  Spanish 
bravo,  to  eyes  and  features  which  naturally  booed  no- 
thing pleasant  "Hsrkee,  my  masters— all  is  fair 
among  friends,  and  under  the  rose ;  and  I  have  already 
permitted  my  worthy  uncle  here,  and  all  of  you,  to 
use  your  pleasure  with  the  fiolics  of  my  nonage.  But 
I  carry  sword  and  dagger,  my  good  fncndek  and  can 
ose  them  lightly  too  upon  occasion— I  have  learned  to 
be  dangerous  upon  points  of  honour  ever  since  I 
ccrved  toe  Spaniard,  and  I  would  not  have  you  pro- 
voke me  to  the  degree  of  falling  foul." 
..  WhT,  what  would  you  do  ?**  said  the  clerk. 


"Ay,  sir,  what  would  you  dol"  said  the  mercei^ 
bustling  up  on  the  other  side  of  the  table. 

"  Slit  your  throat,  and  spoil  your  Sunday's  quaver* 
ing.  Sir  Clerk"  said  Lambourne,  fiercely;  '^cudgel 
you,  n>y  worshipful  dealer  in  flimsy  sarsenets^  into 
one  of  your  own  bales." 

"Come,  come,"  said  the  host,  intenjosinft  "I  will 
have  no  swaggering  herc-Nebhew,  it  wfll  become 
you  best  to  show  no  haste  to  tiike  offence ;  and  you, 
gentlemen,  will  do  well  to  remember,  that  if  you  are 
m  an  inn,  still  you  are  the  innkeeper's  guests,  and 
should  epare  the  honour  of  hisCeimily.— I  protest  your 
silly  broils  make  me  as  oblivious  as  yourself;  for  yon* 
der  sits  my  silent  guest  as  I  call  him,  who  hath  Seen, 
my  two  days'  inmate,  and  hath  never  spoken  a  word* 
save  td  ask  for  his  food  and  his  reckoning— gives  no 
more  trouble  than  a  very  peasant— pays  his  soot  like 
a  prince  royal— looks  but  at  the  sum  total  of  the  reck- 
oning and  does  not  know  what  day  he  shall  go 
away.  0,  'tis  a  jewel  of  a  guest !  and  yet,  hang-dog 
that  I  am,  I  have  sufiered  mm  tu  sit  by  himself  ake  a 
cast-away  in  yonder  obscure  nook,  without  so  much 
as  asking  him  to  take  bite  or  sup  along  with  us.  It 
were  but  the  risht  guerdon  of  my  mdvihty,  were  he  to 
set  off  to  the  Hare  and  Tabor  before  the  mght  grows 
older." 

With  his  white  napkin  gracefully  arranged  over  hii 
left  arm,  his  velvet  cap  laid  aside  for  the  moment,  and 
his  best  silver  flagon  in  his  right  hand,  mine  host 
walked  up  to  the  solitary  guest  whom  he  mentioned, 
and  thereby  turned  upon  film  the  eyes  of  the  assem* 
bled  company. 

He  was  a  man  aged  betwixt  twentv-five  and  thirty, 
rather  above  the  mkldle  size,  dressed  with  plainnesa 
and  decency,  yet  bearing  an  air  of  ease,  which  almost 
amounted  to  dignity,  and  which  seemed  to  infer  that 
his  habit  was  rather  beneath  his  rank.  His  counte- 
nance was  reserved  and  thoughtful,  with  dark  hair 
and  dark  eyes— the  last,  upon  any  momentary  excite- 
ment^ sparkled  with  uncommon  lustre,  but  on  other 
occasions  had  the  same  mediti^tive  and  tranquil  cast 
which  was  exhibited  by  his  features.  The  busy  curi- 
osity.of  tlic  little  village  had  been  employed  to  disco- 
ver his  name  and  qualitv,  as  well  as  his  business  at 
Cumnor;  but  nothing  haa  transpired  on  dther  subject 
which  could  lead  to  its  gratification.  Giles  Gosling, 
head-borough  of  the  place,  and  a  steady  friend  to 
Q,ocen  Elizabeth  and  the  protestant  reliaon,  was  a 
one  time  inclined  to  suspect  his  guest  ot  being  a  Jo- 
suit,  or  seminary  priest,  of  whom  Ronfc  and  Spain 
sent  at  this  time  so  many  to  grace  the  gallows  in 
Eiigland.  ,But  it  was  scarce  possible  to  retain  such  a 
prepossession  against  a  guest  who  gave  so  little  trou- 
ble, paid  his  reckoning  so  r^;ularly,  and  who  pro- 
posed, as  it  seemed,  to  make  a  considerable  stay  at 
the  bonny  Black  Bear. 

"Papists,"  argued  Giles  Gosling,  "are  a  pinching, 
close-nsted  race,  and  this  man  would  have  fuund  a 
lodging  with  the  wealthy  squire  at  BesseUsIey,  or  with 
the  old  Knight  at  Wootton,  or  in  some  other  of  their 
Roman  dens,  instead  of  living  in  a  house  of  public  en- 
tertainment, as  every  honest  man  ond  good  Christian 
should.  Besides,  on  Friday,  he  stuck  by  the  salt  beef 
and  carrot,  though  there  were  as  good  aaitcbcock'd 
eels  on  the  board  as  ever  were  la'en  out  of  the  Isis." 

Honest  Giles,  therefore,  satisfied  himself  that  his 
guest  was  no  Roman,  and  with  all  comely  courtesy 
besought  the  stranger  to  pledge  him  in  a  draught  of 
the  cool  tankard,  and  honour  with  his  attention  a 
small  coUatbn  which  he  was  giving  to  his  nephew,  in 
honour  of  his  return,  and,  as  he  verily  hop«i,  of  his 
reformation.  The  stranger  at  first  shook  his  hf^d, 
as  if  declining  the  courtesy ;  but  mine  host  proceeded 
to  urge  him  with  arguments  founded  on  the  credit 
of  his  house,  and  the  construction  which  the  good 
people  of  Cumnor  might  put  upon  such  an  misodal 
humour. 

"By  my  faitli,  sir,"  he  said,  "it  touches  my  repu- 
tation that  men  should  be  merry  in  my  house,  and  wo 
have  ill  tongues  amongst  us  at  Cumnor,  (as  wheru 
be  there  not  ?)  who  r>ut  on  evil  mark  on  men  who 

EuU  their  hat  over  their  brows  os  if  they  were  looking 
ack  to  the  dnys  that  ore  gone,  instead  of  enjoying 
the  blithe  stmshiny  weather  which  God  hath  stot  us 
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in  the  sweet  looks  of  our  aoverdgn  mistreas,  Queei^ 
BUzabeth,  whom  Heaven  long  bleea  andpreaerve !" 

"Why,  mine  host,**  answered  the  stranger,  "  there 
b  no  treason,  sure,  in  a  man's  ei\jdying  his  own 
thoughts,  under  the  shadow  of  his  own  bonnet  1  You 
have  lived  in  the  world  twice  as  long  as  I  have,  and 
you  must  know  there  are-thoughts  that  will  haunt  us 
m  spite  of  ourselves,  and  to  which  it  is  in  vain  to  say, 
begone,  and  let  me  be  merry," 

"  Bv  my  sooth,**  answered  Giles  Gosung.  "if  such 
troublesome  thoughts  haunt  your  mind,  and  will  not 
get  them  gone  for  plain  En^^h.  we  will  have  one 
of  Father  Bacon's  pupils  from  Oxford,  to  conjure 
them  away  with  logic  and  with  Hebrew— Or,  what 
say  you  to  laying  them  in  a  glorious  red  sea  of  claret. 
my  noble  guesti  Come,  sir,  excuse  my  freedom.  .1 
am  an  old  host,  and  must  have  mv  ulk.  Tins 
|)ccvish  humour  of  melancholy  sits  ill  upon  you— it 
suits  not  with  a  sleek  boot,  a  fiat  of  a  tnm  block,  a 
fresh  cloak  and  a  full  purse— A  pize  on  it,  send  it  off 
td  those  who  have  their  legs  swathed  with  a  hay- 
wisp,  their  heads  thatched  with  a  felt  bonnet^  their 
jerkm  as  tiJn  as  a  cobweb,  and  their  pouch  without 
ever  a  cross  to  keep  the  Aend  Melancholv  ftom  dan- 
cing in  it.  Cheer  up,  sir!  or  by  this  good  liquor,  we 
will  banish  thee  from  the  joys  of  blithsome  compa- 
ny, into  the  mists  of  melancholy  and  the  land  of  lit- 
tle-ease. '  Hens  be  a  set  of  good  fellows  willing  to  be 
merry;  do  not  scowl  on  them  like  the  devil  looking 
over  Lincoln.** 

"You  say  well,  my  worthy  host,**  said  the  .guest, 
with  a  melancholy  smile,  which,  melancholy  as  it  was, 
save  a  very  pleasant  exp;res8ion  to  his  Countenance— 
^  You  say  well,  my  jovial  friend,^  and  they  that  are 
moody  like  myself,  should  not  disturb  the  mirth  of 
those  who  are  happy— I  will  drink  a  round  with  your 
guests  with  all  my  heart,  rather  than  be  deemed  a 
mar-feast'* 

So  saying,  he  arose  and  joined  the  company.,  who. 
encouraged  by  the  precept  and  example  of  Michael 
Lambourne,  and  consisting  chiefly  of  persons  much 
Gis])osed  to  profit  by  the  opportunity  of  a  merry 
mral  at  the  expense  of  their  landlord,  had  already 
made  some  inroads  upon  the  lunits  of  temperance^  as 
was  evident  from  the  tone  in  which  ACchael  inquired 
after  his  old  acquaintances  in  the  town,  and  the  bursts 
of  laughter  with  which  each  answer  was  received. 
Giles  Gosling  himself  was  somewhat  scandalized  at 
the  obstreperous  nature  of  their  mirth^  especially  as 
he  involuntarily  felt  some  respect  for  nis  unknown 

Siest    He  paused,  therefore,  at  some  distance  from 
e  tabic  occupied  by  these  noisy  revellers,  and  began 
to  make  a  sort  of  apology  for  their  license. 

"  You  would  think,**  he  said, "  to  hear  these  fellows 
talk,  that  there  was  not  one  of  them  who  had  not 
been  bred  to  live  by  Stand  and  Deliver;  and  yet  to- 
morrow you  will  find  them  a  set  of  as  pains-taking 
mechanics,  and  so  forth,  as  ever  cut  an  inch  short  of 
measure,  or  paid  a  letter  of  change  in  light  crowns 
over  a  counter.  The  mercer  there  wears  his  hat  awiy, 
over  a  shaggy  head  of  hair,  that  looks  like  a  curly 
watcr-dogVback,  goes  unbraced,  wears  his  cloak  on 
one  side,  and  affects  a  ruffianly  vapouring  humour- 
when  in  his  shop  at  Abingdon,  he  is,  from  his  flat  cap 
to  his  glistening  shoes,  as  precise  in  his  anparel  as  if 
he  was  named  for  mayor.  He  talks  of  breaking 
parks,  and  taking  the  highway,  in  such  fashion  that 
you  would  think  he  haunted  every  night  betwixt 
Hounslow  and  London  t  when  in  fact  ne  maybe  found 
sound  asleep  on  his  feather-bed,  with  a  candle  placed 
beside  him  on  one  side,  and  a  Bible  on  the  other,  to 
fright  away  the  goblins." 

And  your  nephew,  mine  host,  this  same  Michael 
Lambourne,  who  is  lord  of  the  feast— is  he,  too,  such 
an  would-be  ruffier  as  the  rest  of  them?" 

"  Why,  there  you  push  me  hard,**  said  the  host; 
*  my  nephew  is  my  nephew,  and  though  he  was  a 
despcrnto  Dick  of  yore,  yet  Mike  may  have  mended 
like  othrr  folk^  you  wot— And  I  would  not  have  you 
think  all  I  said*  of  him,  even  now.  was  strict  gospel 
—I  knew  the  wag  all  the  while,  and  wished  to 
pluck  his  nlumes  Irom  him— And  now,  sir,  by  what 
name  shall  I  present  my  worshipfrd  guest  to  these 
gallaiiisT 


'Many,  mme  host,*'  replied  the  itranasr,  *'jw 
may  call  me  Tressihan.'' 

^'^Tressilian  ?*'  answered  mine  host  of  the  Bear,  "t 
worthy  name;  and,  as  I  think,  of  Cornish  ImeagBi 
ibr  what  says  the  south  provert^- 
*B]r  Pol,  Tn,  and  P«D, 
Yov  mar  know  tteConbh  mm.* 

Shall  I  my  tha  worthy  Mr.  Trm^Sm  of  Con- 
wall  T* 

**  Say  no  morb  than  I  have  ghren  yon  wantnt  for, 
mine  host,  and  so  shaU  you  oe  sure  you  spesk  no 
mote  than  is  true.  A  man  may  have  one  of  then 
honourable  prefixes  to  his  nune,  yetbebomiar  fioo 
Samt  Michael^  Mount.'* 

Mine  host  pushed  his  o^oaity  no  fritber,  but  pre* 
sented  Mr.  TreasUian  to  his  nephew's  company,  who, 
after  exchanj^  of  salutations,  and  drinking  to  tfai 
health  of  their  new  companion,  pturtned  the  oonnrn< 
tion  in  which  he  found  them  ftngngied,  seasoning  it 
with  many  an  intervening  pledge. 


CHAPTER   II. 


Arm  some  brief  interval,  Master  GkiMthred,  il 
the  earnest  instigation  of  mme  host,  and  the  joywy 
eoncmrrence  of  hk  guest  indulged  the  company  with 
the  following  morsel  of  melody : 

"  Of  aU  thA  birds  oa  bnh  or  tnsb 

CkNnnMnd  mo  to  the  owl. 
flinM  he  mar  beet  en«am|»M  be^ 

To  thoea  the  oap  that  trowl. 

Bur  when  the  aan  hatii  left  the  weet, 
e  chooeea  Uie  tree  thai  he  lovea  the  beat,        .  ._ 
And  lie  whoops  oat  hia  lonf*  tnd  he  hraffhii  at hli  jwi 
Then  thgvfb  home  be  latei  and  weather  ftwl, 
Well  driiik  to  the  health  of  the  bomqrf  bomurowL 

"  The  lark  !■  bat  a  bampkla  fowl. 
Ho  rieepe  in  hie  neet  till  mom } 
Bat  uf  bleeeinf  upoa  the  jolly  owl, 
Ttiat  all  ntfht  blowa  hi*  hoi» 
Then  np  with  your  cap  till  70a  staffer  la  speech, 
And  match  me  this  catch  till  ron  swafter  and  icitecn, 
And  drink  till  70a  wink,  my  merry  men  each  1 
For  tliouf  h  houre  be  late,  and  weather  be  fool, 
Ve*ll  drink  lo  the  health  of  the  bonny,  bonny  owL* 

"There  is  savour  in  this,  my  hearts,"  said  MTicbai^ 
when  the  mercer  had  fimshed  his  song,  "and  som 
goodness  seems  left  among  vou  yet— but  what  t 
bead-roll  you  have  read  me  of  old  comrades,  and  to 
every  man's  name  tacked  some  ill-omened  motto ! 
And  so  Swashing  Wm  of  Wallingford  hath  bid  u 
good-night  7"  .  *  t 

"  He^Ued  the  death  of  a  fat  buck."  said  ens  of  the 
party,  "bemg  shc^  with  a  crossbow  bolt  by.  old 
Thatpham,  the  Duks^s  stout  park-keeper  at  Donmnf- 
ton  Castle."  ,      ,j, 

"Ay,  ay,  ho  always  loved  venison  well,"  iJW 
IVfichael^  and  a  cup  of  darct^to  boot— and  so  mwi 
one  to  his  memory.    Do  me  right,  my  masters. 

When  the  memory  of  this  departed  worthy  had  been 
duly  honoured.  Lambourne  proceeded  to  inquire  after 
Prance  of  Padworth.  „ 

"  Pranced  off— made  intmortal  ten  years  «*«, 
said  the  mercer:  "marry,  sir,  Oxford  Castle  and 
Goodman  Thong,  and  a  tenpenny-worth  of  cordrbest 
know  how."  , 

**  What  so  they  hung  poor  Pranoe  high  and  dry  1 
so  much  for  loving  to  walk  by  moonligIrt--a  cup  to 
his  memory,  my  masters— all  merry  fellows  like  moon- 
Ught  What  has  become  of  Hal  with  the  Plumes- 
he  who  lived  near  Yattenden,  and  wore  the  lOPS  ^ 
thcr— I  forget  his  name."  ^   . 

"  What,  Hal  Hempseed  V*  replied  the  mercer,  wny 
you  may  remember  he  was  a  sort  of  a  gentleinsn* 
and  would  meddle  in  state  matters,  and  so  he  got  into 
the  mne  about  the  Duke  of  Norfolk's  affairs  these 
two  or  three  years  smce,  fled  the  coimtry  with  s  puj- 
emvant's  warrant  at  his  heels,  and  has  never  since 
been  heard  of."'  ,  , 

,  "Nay,  after  these  baulks,"  said  Michael  Lam- 
bourne, "  I  need  hardly  inquire  afler  Tony  Foster  1 
for  when  ropes,  and  crossbow  shafts,  and  pursuivant  ■ 
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wamnts,  andnich  like  gMt^  were  m  life,  Tony  could 
Jwrdly 'scape  them.*' 
"  ^vhich  Tony  Foster  mean  you  V*  said  the  inn- 

"  Why.  he  they  called  Tony  Kre-the-Fagot.  he- 
«att8e  he  orouKht  a  Ught  to  kindle  the  pile  round  Lati- 
mer and  Ridley,  when  the  wind  blew  out  Jack  Thong's 
torch,  and  no  man  else  liquid  give  him  light  for  love 
orBioney*" 

'^Tony  Foster  lives  and  thriTes,"  said  the  hosL 
— *  But.  kinsman.  I  would  not  have  you  call  him 
Tbny  Fire-the-Flgot.  if  you  would  not  brook  the 
itab." 

*'How !  is  he  grown  ashamed  on^t  V*  said  Lam- 
bourne  i  "  why.  he  was  wont  to  boast  of  it,  and  say 
he  hkea  as  well  to  aee  a  roasted  heretic  as  a  roast- 
ed ox." 

"Ay,  but,  kinsman,  that  was  m  Mary's  time,*'  re- 
plied the  landlord,  "  when  Tony's  father  was  Reeve 
here  to  the  Abbot  of  Abingdon.  But  since  that,  Tony 
married  a  p\ire  predsian,  and  is  as  good  a  protestant, 
I  warrant  you,  as  the  best'*  , ,    , . 

**And  looks  grave,  and  holds  his  head  high,  and 
scorns  Ills  old  companions,"  said  the  mercer. 

**Then  be  hath  prospered,  I  warrant  him,"  said 
Lambourne:  '*  for  ever  when  a  man  hath  got  nobles 
of  his  own,  ne  keeps  out  of  the  way  of  those  whose 
exchequers  lie  in  other  men's  purchase." 

"  Prospered,  quoiha !"  said,  the  mercer ;  **  why,  you 
remember  Cumoor-Place,  the  old  mansion-house  oe- 
Btde  the  churchyard  T* 

"  By  the  same  token,  I  robbed  the  orchard  three 
times—what  of  that  1— It  was  the  old  Abbot's  resi- 
dence when  thero  was  plagua  or  sickness  at  Abing- 
don." 

'*Ay,"  said  the  host,  **btttthathas  beenlongoyer; 
ud  Anthony  Fosier  hath  a  right  in  it,  and  lives  there 
bv  aome  grant  from  a  great  courtier,  who  had  the 
cuirch-lands  from  the  crown ;  and  there  he  dwells, 
tod  has  as  little  to  do  with  any  poor  wight  in  Cum- 
Qor.  as  if  he  were  himself  a  belted  knight." 

"  rf  ay,"  said  the  merce^  **  it  is  not  altogether  pride 
in  Ton/  neither— there  is  a  fair  lady  in  the  case,  and 
Tony  will  scarce  let  the  light  of  day  look  on  her." 

"  How !"  said  Tressilian,  who  now  for  the  first  time 
interfered  in  thdr conversation,  "did  ye  not  say  this 
Foster  was  married,  and  to  a  precisian  1" 

"  Married  he  was,  and  to  as  bitter  a  preciaan  as 
erer  eat  flesh  in  Lent ;  and  a  cat-and-dc^  life  she  led 
with  Tony,  as  men  said.  But  she  is  dead,  rest  be 
with  her,  and  Tony  hath  but  a  slip  of  a  daughter;  so 
it  is  thought  he  means  tp  wed  this  stranger,  that  men 
keep  such  a  coil  about" 

"  And  why  so  1—1  mean,  why  do  they  keep  a  coil 
about  her?"  saki  Tressilian. 

"Why,  I  wot  not,"  answered  the  host,  "except 
that  men  say  she  is  as  beautiful  as  an  angel,  and  no 
one  knows  whence  she  comes,  and  every  one  wishes 
to  know  why  she  is  kept  so  closely  mewed  up.  For 
my  port,  I  never  saw  het^you  have,  I  think.  Master 
Goldihred  7" 

"That  I  have,  old  boy,"  said  the  mercer.  "Look 
yoiL  I  was  tiding. hither  from  Ahin^on— I  passed 
under  the  east  oriel  window  9f  the  old  mansion, 
where  all  the  qld  saints  and  histories  and  suchlike 
are  painted— It  was  not  the  common  path  I  took, 
but  one  through  the  park ;  for  tha  postcrn-da^r^asi 
upon  the  latch,  and  I  thought  1  might  t&ke  the  fin\\- 
Icge  of  an  old  comrade  to  riJe  across  through  the 
trees,  both  for  shading  as  the  day  was  somewhat 
hot,  and  for  avokling  of  dusr  *  •  «    • 


[St  because  I  had  on  my 

ilet,  pinked  out  with  cloth  ox 


peach-coloured  d( 
gold." 

"Which  nrment,"  said  ]!^chael  Lamboume, 
"^thou  would's  willinely  make  twinkle  in  the  eyes  of 
a  fair  dame.  Ah  1  villain,  thou  wilt  never  leave  thy 
»ld  tricks." 

"Not  so— not  so."  said  the  mercer,  with  a  smirk- 
ng  laugh ;  "  not  altogether  so— but  curiosity,  thou 
KQowest,  and  a  strain  of  compassion  withal,— for  the 
poor  young  lady  sees  nothing  f^'om  mom  to  even  but 
Tony  Foster,  with  his  scowling  black  brows,  his 
lull's  he^d,  snd  his  bandy  legs." 

''And  thou  wouldst  willingly  show  her  a  dapper 


body,  m  a  silken  jsrkm— a  limb  like  a  short^leQped 
hen'si  in  a  cordovan  boot,  and  a  ro^nd,  simperufe 
what-d'ye-lack  sort  of  a  countenance,  set  off  with  § 
velvet  bonnet,  a  Turkey  feather,  and  a  gilded  brooch  1 
Ah  {  jolly  mercer,  they  who  have  good  wares  ars 
fond  to  shfw  them  1— Come,  /i^entles  Jet  not  the  cup 
stand— here's  to  long  spurs,  snort  boots,  full  boonetsb 
and  empty  skulls  f 

"Nay,  now,  you  are  jealous  of  me,  BJRke,"  pud 
Goldthred ;  and  yet  my  luck  was  but  what  might 
have  happened  lo  thee^  or  any  man." 

"Marry  confound  thine  impudence,"  retorted  Lam- 
boume; "thou  wouldst  not  compare  thy  pudding 
face,  and  sarsenet  manners,  to  a  gentleman,  and  a 
soldier  1" 

"Nay,  my  good  sir,"  said  IVessilian,  "let  me 
beseech  you  will  not  interrupt  the  gallant  citizens 
mathinks  he  tells  his  tale  so  well,  I  could  hearken  to 
him  till  midnight" 

"It's  more  of  your  favour  than  of  mv  desert," 
answered  Master  Goldthred ;  "but  since  I  give  you 
pleasure,  worthy  Master  Tresniian,  I  shall  proceed, 
roaugre  all  the  gibes  and  quips  of  this  valiant  soldier, 
who.  peradventure,  hath  had  more  cuiTs  than  crowns 
in  the  Low  Countries.— And  so,  sir,  as  I  passed 


to  peer  about,  I  liears  me  the  lattice  open;  and  never 
credit  me,  sir,  if  there  did  not  stand  there  the  persoa 
of  as  fair  a  woman  as  ever  crossed  mine  eyes;  and  I 
think  I  have  looked  on  as  many  pretty  wenches,  and 
with  as  much  judgment,  as  other  folks." 

"  May  I  ask  her  appearance,  sir  9"  said  Tressilian. 

"O.  sir,"  replied  Master  Goldthred,  "I  promise 
you,  she  was  m  gentlewoman's  attire— a  very  quaint 
ana  pleasing  dress,  that  might  have  served  the  Queeii 
herself;  for  she  had  a  forepart  with  body  and  aleeves, 
of  ginger-coloured  satin,  which,  in  my  judgment, 
must  nave  cost  by  the  yard  some  thirty  shillingaL 
linied  with  murrey  taneta,  and  laid  down  and  guarded 
with  two  broad  laces  of  gold  and  silver.  And  her 
hat,  sir,  vras  tmly  the  best  fashioned  thing  that  I 
have  seen  in  these  parts,  being  of  tawny  taffeta,  env* 
broidered  with  scorpions  of  Venice  gold,  and  having 
a  border  gtirnished  with  gold  fringe ;— I  promise  vou, 
sir,  an  absolute  and  all-surpassing  device.  Touching 
her  skirts,  they  were  in  the  old  pa.ss-devant  fashion.^ 
,^*I  did  not  ask  you  of  her  aitire,  sir,"  said  Tres- 
silian, who  had  showa  some  impatience  during  this 
conversation,  **  but  of  her  complexion— the  colour  of 
her  hair,  her  features.". 

"Touching  her  complexion,"  answered  the  mer- 
cer, "I  am  not  so  specuil  certain ;  but  I  marked  that 
her'fhn  had  an  ivor>' handle,  curiously  inlaid ;— and 
then  agam,  as  to  the  colour  of  her  hair,  why,  I  can 
warrant,  be  its  hue  what  it  mighty  that  she  wore 
above  it  a  net  of  green  silk,  parcel  twisted  witli  gold." 

"  A  most  mcrcer-Iike  memory,"  said  Lamboume : 
"  the  gentleman  aaks  him  of  the  lady's  beauty,  and 
he  talks  of  her  fine  clothes !''. 

"  I  tell  thee,"  said  the  mercer,  somewhat  discon- 
certed, "I  had  little  time  to  bok  at  her;  fbr  just 
as  I  was  about  to  give  her  the  eood  time  of  day^  and 
for  that  puipoae  had  puckered  my  features  with  a 
smile" 

"Like  those  of  a  jackanape  ^mpcring  at  a  chest- 
nut," said  Michael  Lamboume.- 

— "  Up  started  of  a  sudden/'  continued  Goldthred. 
without  heedinff  the  intermption,  "Tony  Foster  him- 
self^ with  a  cudgel  in  his  band" 

"  And  broke  thv  head  across,  I  hope,  for  tlune  im- 
pertinence," said  iiis  entertainer. 

"  That  were  more  easily  said  than  done,"  answeisd 
Goldthred,  indimiantly;  "no,  no-others  was  no 
breaking  of  heads— it's  true,  he  advanced  his  cudgel, 
and  spoke  of  loving  on,  and  asked  wh  v  I  did  not  keep 
the  public  road,  and  such  like:  and  I  woidd  havo 
knocked  him  over  the  paU3  handsomely  for  his  pains, 
only  for  the  lady's  presence^  who  might  have  swooned, 
for  what  I  know."  .       ,    , 

"  Now,  out  upon  thee  for  a  faint-spirited  slave  I' ' 
said  Lamboume;  "what  adventurous  knight  ever 
thought  of  the  lady's  terror,  when  he  went  to  UiwaiJiL 


KENILWORTfi. 


[Chap.  m. 


mmL  dfai^on,  or  magioftn,  in  her.  preienoe^  and  for 
li«r  oefireranoel  Bot  why  talk  to  ihee  of  dragons, 
who  wo*ikl  be  driven  back  by  a  dn^n-fly.  There 
fhoo  hast  missed  the  rarest  opportmiity  !*' 

**Take  it  thysel£  then,  bully  Mik&"  answered 
Goldthred.— "  Yonder  is  the  enchanted  manor,  and 
the  driffon,  and  the  ladr,  all  at  thy  service,  if  thou 
darest  venture  on  theiti.'^ 

"  Why>  so  I  Would  fyr  a  quartern  of  sack."  said 
t)^  soldier—"  Or^  stay— I  am  foully  out  of  linen- 
wilt  thou  bet  a  piece  of  Hollands  against  these  five 
■ngda,  that  I  go  not  up  to  the  Hall  to-morrow,  and 
liM'oe  Tony  Poster  to  introduce  me  to  his  fair  gueetT' 

*'I  accept  your  wager,"  said  the  mercer;  "and 
I  think,  though  thou  hadst  even  the  impudence  of 
the  devil,  I  shall  gaia  on  thee  this  bout.  Our  land- 
Urd  here  shall  hold  stakes,  and  I  will  stake  down 
gold  till  I  send  the  linen." 

"  I  will  hold  stakes  on  lio  such  matter,"  said  Gos- 
ling. **Good  now,  my  kinsman,  drink  your  wine  in 
QQiet,  and  let  such  ventures  aJone.  I  Promise  you, 
llaster  Poster  hath  interest  enough  to  lay  you  up  in 
lavender  in  the  Casde  at  Oxford,  or  to  get  your  legs 
made  acquainted  with  the  town-stocks.''^ 

'*  That  would  be  but  renewing  an  old  intimacy ;  for 
Mike's  shins  and  the  town's  wooden  pinfold  have 
been  well  known  to  each  other  ere  now,"  said  the 


mercer :  "  but  he  shall  not  budge  from  his  wager, 
inless  he,  means  to  pay  forfeit." 
**  PoriSt  7"  said  Lamboume :  "I  scorn  It.  I  vahie 


Tmy  Foster's  wrath  no  more  than  a  shelled  pea-cod ; 
and  1  will  visit  his  Lindabrides,  by  Saint  Q^rge,  be 
he  willing  or  no  I" 

"I  would  gladly  pay  your  haWes  of  the  risk,  sir," 
said  Tressilian,  to  be  permitted  to  accompany  you 
on  the  adventure." 

"In  what  would  that  advantage  you,  m:T  an- 
swered Lamboume. 

"  In  nothing,  sir,"  said  Tressilian,  "unless  to  mark 
the  skill  and  valour  with  which  you  conduc!  yourself. 
I  am  a  traveller,  who  seeks  for  strange  rencounters 
and  uncommon  passages,  as  the  knights  of  yore  did 
after  adventures  and  reau  of  arms." 

"  Nay,  if  it  pleasures  vou  to  see  a  trout  tickled^" 
answered  Lamboume,  ''^Icare  not  how  many  wit- 
ness my  skill.  And  so  here  I  drink  success  to  m^ 
enterprise  \  and  he  that  will  not  pledge  me  on  his 
knees  is  a  rascal,  and  I  will  cut  his  legs  off  by  tlie 
garters!" 

The  draught  which  Michael  Lamboume  took  upon 
this  occasion,  had  been  preceded  by  so  many  others, 
that  reason  tottered  on  her  throne.  He  swore  one  or 
two  incoherent  oaths  at  the  mcrcef,  who  rehised, 
reasonably  enough,  to  pledge  him  to  a  sentiment 
which  inferred  the  loss  of  his  own  wa^r. 

"  Wilt  thou  chop  logic  with  me,"  said  Lamboume, 
"  thou  knav&  with  no  more  brains  than  are  in  a  skein 
of  ravelled  silk 7  by  Heaven,  I  will  cut  thee  into  fiity 
yards  of  galloon  lace!" 

But  as  he  attempted  to  draw  his  sword  for  this 
doughty  purpose,  Michad  Lamboume  was  seized 
upon  by  the  tapster  and  the  chamberlain,  and  con- 
veyed to  liis  own  apartment,  there  to  sleep  himsdf 
sober  at  his  leisure. 

The  party  then  broke  up,  and  the  guestft  took  theb' 
leave;  much  more  to  the  contentment  of  mine  host 
than  of  some  of  the  company,  who  were  unwilling  to 
quit  good  liquor,  when  it  was  to  be  had  for  free  cost, 
so  lotig  as  they  were  able  to  sit  by  it  They  were, 
however,  compelled  to  remove ;  ana  go  at  length  they 
did,  leavmg  Gosling  and  Tressilian  in  the  empty 
apartment 

"  By  my  fiuth,"  said  the  former,  "I  wonder  where 
our  great  folks  find  pleasure,  when  they  spend  their 
means  m  entertainments,  and  in  playing  mine  host 
without  sending  in  a  reckoning.  It  is  what  I  but 
rarely  practice^  and  whenever  I  do,  by  Samt  Julian, 
it  grieves  me  beyond  measure.  Each  of  these  empty 
sioupe  now,  which  my  nephew  and  his  drunken  com- 
rades have  swilled  oH^  should  have  been  a  matter  of 
orofit  to  one  in  my  line,  and  I  must  set  them  down 
a  dead  loss.  I  cannot,  for  my  hear^  conceive  the 
pleoBur^  of  noise,  and  nonsense,  and  drunken 
irsaks;  and  dronken  quarrels,  and  imut,  and  blas- 


phemy, and  so  forth,  when  a  man  k>MS  money  in- 
stead of  gaining  by  it  And  yet  many  a  fur  esuite  it 
lost  in  upholding  such  a  useless  course,  and  that 
greatly  contributes  to  the  decay  of  publicans ;  for  who 
the  devil  do  you  think  woiud  pay  for  drink  at  the 
Black  Bear,  when  he  can  have  it  tor  nothing  at  my 
Lord's  or  the  Squire's !" 

Tressilian  perceived  that  the  wine  had  made  soot 
impression  even  on  the  seasoned  brain  of  mine  host, 
which  was  chiefly  to  be  inferred  from  his  declaiming 
against  drunkenness.  As  he  himself  had  careinlly 
avoided  the  bowl,  he  would  have  availed  faimwlf  u 
the  frankness  of  the  moment  to  extract  from  Gos- 
ling some  further  information  upon  the  subject  d 
Anthony  Poster,  and  the  lady  whom  the  mercer  had 
seen  in  his  mansion-house;  out  his  inquiries  onlyaat 
the  host  upon  a  new  theme  of  declamau<m  agaiaat 
the  wiles  of  the  fiur  sex,  in  which  he  broui^t,  at  m 
length,  the  whole  wisdom  or  Sobmon.  to  reinforce 
his  own-  Finally,  he  turned  his  admonitiona  mixed 
with  much  objurgation,  upon  his  tapster^  and  draw- 
ers, who  were  employed  in  removing  the  relics  of  the 
entertainment,  and  restoring  order  to  the  apart- 
ment: and  at  length,  Joining  eziunple  to  precept, 
though  with  no  good  success,  ne  demolished  a  aunr 
with  naif  a  score  of  glasses,  in  attextiptingto  sbov 
how  such  service  was  done  at  the  Three  Cranes  m 
the  Vintry,  then  the  most  topping  tavern  in  London. 
This  last  accident  so  far  recalled  him  to  his  betia 
sell;  that  he  retired  to  his  bed,  slept  aoond,  aad 
awoke  a  new  man  in  the  morning. 


CHAPTER  III. 

Ntr.  V\\  hold  toveh-tlM  fame  •!!«»  be  x^fA  oot. 
It  m'w  «halt  itop  for  me,  this  nany  wssv  > 
That  whidi  I  w»^  when  gUDwoint,  TU  ktinmb 
la  mr  ukmI  aober  nood,  ne'«r  tnitt  bm  elM.     ^^ 

"  Ann  how  doth  your  kinsman,  good  mine  hortT" 
said  Tressilian,  when  Giles  Coaling  first  app^d  m 
the  public  room,  on  the  morning  lollowinff  i^  rtrf^ 
which  we  described  in  the  last  chapter.  "Is  he  well, 
and  will  he  abide  by  his  wager?" 

"  For  well,  sir,  he  started  two  hours  since,  and  nai 
visited  I  know  not  what  purlieus  of  his  old  compa- 
nions:  hath  but  now  returned,  and  is  at  diia  inatut 
breakfasting  on  new-laid  eggs  and  muscadme;  aja 
for  his  wager,  I  caution  you  as  a  friend  to  have  lit* 
to  do  with  that  or  indeed  with  aught  that  Mi^  pro- 
poses.   Wherefore,  I  counsel  you  to  a  warm  brcav 


fast  upon  a  culiss,  which  shall  restore  the  tone  of  tw 
stomach ;  and  let  my  nephew  and  Master  Goldtnrea 
swagger  about  their  wager  as  they  list"  „  .  . 

"  It  seems  to  me,  mine  host,"  said  Tressibaii,  tbai 
you  know  not  well  what  to  say,  about  this  kmimai 
of  youre;  and  that  you  can  neither  blame  nor^com 
mend  him  without  some  twinge  of  conscience      .. 

"  You  have  spoken  truly,  blaster  Tressilian,  reBli- 
ed  Giles  Gosling.  "There  is  Natural  Affection  whim- 
pering into  one  ear,  *  Giles,  Giles,  why  wilt  thou  tjM 
away  the  good  name  of  thy  0¥ai  ng)hew  7  "UJ 
thou  defhme  thy  sister's  son,  Giles  Gosling"  wi 
thou  befoul  thine  own  .nest,  dishonour  thme  own 
blood  T    And  then,  again,  comes  Justice,  and  8a>i| 


—not  that  you  have  had  cause,)  'one  who  knpwsnot 
why  he  came,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  or  when  hem  goms 
away;  and  wilt  thou,  being  a  publican,  having  po» 
soot  and  lot  these  thirty  yea;^  in  the  town  of  C}""?JJ; 
and  being  at  this  instant  head-borough,  wilt  tnoa 
suffer  this  guest  of  guests,  this  man  of  men,  uiis  six- 
hooped  pot  (as  I  may  say)  of  a  traveller,  to  fall  mw 
the  meshes  of  thy  nephew,  who  is  known  for  ■ 
swasher  and  a  desperate  Dick,  a  carder  and  »  dioer, 
a  professor  of  the  seven  damnable  sciences,  if  em 
man  took  degrees  in  them  ?'  No,  by  H^ven .  * 
mis^t  wink,  and  let  him  catch  such  a  small  butter 
as  Goldthred;  bet  thou,  my  guest,  shall  be  fcre- 
wamed,  forearmed,  sg  Uiol.  wuX  bat  listen  to  WJ 
trusty  host"  ,, 

"Why,  mme  host,  thy  couasel  shall  act  be  ca» 
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•wty, '  veplied  TYeB^an )  "  however,  I  mast  uphold 
my  snare  m  this  wsger.  having  once  passed  my  word 
10  that  effect.  Bttt  lend  me,  I  pray,  some  of  thy  coun- 
Rl—This  Foster,  who  or  whatsis  be,  and  why  makes 
he  Rich  mystery  of  his  female  inmate  T' 

''Troth/'  veplied  Gosling,  "I  can  add  but  little  to 
nhtt  you  heaixl  last  nighL    He  was  one  of  Queen 
Huv'b  Papists,  and  now  he  is  one  of  Queen  Eliza- 
WB  Protestants;  he  was  an  on-hanger  of  the  Ab- 
bot of  Abingdon,  and  now  he  lives  as  master  of  the 
Manor-house.   Above  all,  he  was  poor  and  is  rich. 
Folk  talk  of  private  apartments  m  his  old  waste 
mtnsion-house,  bedizened  fine  enou^  to  serve  the 
Qoeen,  God  bless  her.    Some  men  think  he  found  a 
tiMsare  in  the  orchard,  some  *hat  he  sold  himself  to 
the  devil  for  treasure,  and  some  say  that  he  cheated 
the  Abbot  out  of  the  church  plate^  which  was  hidden 
in  dM  old  Manor-house  at  the  Reformation.    Rich, 
however,  he  is,  and  God  and  his  conscience,  with  the 
devil  perhaps  besides,  only  know  how  he  came  by 
it   He  has  sulky  ways  too,  breaking  off  intercounse 
with  all  that  are  of  the  plack  as  if  he  had  either  some 
strange  secret  to  keep,  or  held  himself  to  be  made  of 
another  clay  than  we  are.    I  think  it  likely  my  kins- 
mai^  and  he  ¥rill  qilanel,  if  Mike  thrust  his  acquaint- 
ance on  him;  and  I  am  sorry  that  you,  my  worthy 
Master  Tressdian.  will  still  thmk  of  going  in  my  ne- 
phew's company^" 

TressiJian  again  answered  him,  that  he  would  pn>- 
eeed  with  great  caution^  and  that  he  s^ulii  have  no 
tea  on  his  account;  m  short,  he  VesKwed  on  him 
■11  the  customary  assurances  with  which  those  who 
are  determined  on  a  rash  action,  are  wont  to  pany 
the  advice  of  their  frjends. 

Keantime,  the  traveller  aeospted  the  landlord's  m- 
vttauon^  and  had  just  finished  the  excellent  bteak- 
fcit,  wfaiieh  was  served  to  him  and  Gosling  by  pretty 
OioBk  the  beauty  of  the  bar,  when  the  hero  of  the 
Araoediiig  night,  Michael  Lamboume,  entered  the 
•Krtment.  His  toilet  had  apparently  cost  him  some 
laboor,  for  his  clothes,  which  differed  from  those  he 
woie  on  his  journey,  were  of  the  newest  fashion,  and 
pot  on  with  great  attention  to  the  display  of  his  per- 
son. 

"  By  my  fiiith,  uncle,"  said  the  galhint,  **you  made 
iwet  night  of  it,  and  I  feel  it  followed  by  a  dry 
Homing.  I  will  pledge  you  Mnllingly  in  a  cup  of  bas- 
tard.— How,  my  pretty  coz,  Cicdylwhy,  I  left  you 
flat  a  child  m  the  cradle,  and  there  thou  stand'st  m 
Iby  velvet  waistcoat,  as  tight  a  girl  as  England's  sun 
shimes  on.  Know  thy  fnends  and  kindred,  Cicely, 
and  come  hither,  child,  that  I  may  kiss  thee,  and  give 
thee  my  blessing." 

"*  Concern  not  yourself  about  Cicely,  kinsman," 
Mid  Giles  GosUng,  "button  let  her  go  her  way,  a' 
Crod^s  name;  for  althottfl:h  your  mother  were  her  fa- 
tho'fl  sister,  yet  that  snail  not  make  you  and  her 
cater-coofiins. 

^*  Why,  uncle,"  replied  Lamboume,  "think'st  thou 
I  am  an  mfidel,  and  would  harm  those  of  mine  own 
iKMiser' 

**  It  is  for  no  harm  that  I  speak,  Mike,"  answered 
ids  imde^  "but  a  simple  humour  of  precaution  which 
J  have.  True,  thou  art  as  well  gilded  as  a  snake 
when  he  casts  his  old  slough  in  the  spring  time:  but 
ibr  all  diat,  thou  creepeet  not  into  my  Eden.  I  will 
fa>ok  after  mine  Eve.  Mike,  and  so  content  thee— But 
how  brave  thou  best,  lao!  To  look  on  thee  now, 
:and  compare  thee  with  Master  Tressilian  here,  in  his 
sad-ooloursd  rkting-suit,  who  would  not  say  that 
i  thou  wert  the  real  gentleman,  and  he  the  tapster's 
fbcyr 

Troth,  uncle,"  repUed  Lambonrne,  "no  one  would 
say  so  but  one  of  your  country-breedmg.  that  knowa 
ao  better.  I  will  say,  and  I  care  not  who  hears  me, 
there  is  aoroething  about  the  real  gentry  that  few  men 
eanie  up  to  that  are  not  bom  and  bred  to  the  mys- 
tery. I  wot  not  where  the  trick  lies ;  but  although  I 
can  enter  an  ordinary  with  its  much  audacity,  rebuke 
die  waicen  and  drawers  as  loudly,  drink  as  deep  a 
health,  tweiir  as  round  an  oath,  and  fling  my  gold  as 
freely  about  as  any  of  the  jingling  spurs  and  white 
fiBatheiB  that  are  around  me,-^yet,  hang  me  if  I  can 
ever  catch  the  true  grace  of  it,  though  l  have  prac- 


tised a  hundred  times.  71ie  man  of  the  house  sets 
me  lowest  at  the  board,  and  carves  to  me  the  last  | 
and  the  drawer  says,—*  Comine,  fiiend,'  without  any 
more  reverence  or  regardful  addition.  But,  hang  it, 
let  it  pass;  care  killed  a  cat.  I  have  gentry  enough 
to  pass  the  trick  on  Tony  Fire-the-Fagot,  and  that 
will  do  for  the  matter  in  hand." 

"You  hoW  your  purpose^  then,  of  visiting  your  dU 
acquaintance r'  said  Tressilian  to  the  adventurer. 

**  Ay,  sir,"  replied  Lamboume ;  *'  when  stakes  are 
made,  the  game  must  be  played ;  that  is  gamester't 
law,  all  over  the  worid.  You,  sir,  unlesa  my  memo- 
ry fails  me,  (for  I  did  steep  it  somewhat  too  deeply  in 
the  sack-butt,)  took  some- share  in  my  haaard  7" 

"I  propose  to  accompany  you  in  your  adventure," 
said  Tressiliaii,  "  if  you  will  do  me  so  much  grace  as 
to  permit  me ;  and  I  have  staked  my  share  of  the^ 
forfeit  in  the  hands  of  our  worthy  host." 

"That  he  hath,"  answered  Giles  Goshng,  "m  a« 
fair  Harry-nobles  as  ever  were  melted  into  sack  by  a 
good  follow.  So,  luck  to  your  enteiprise,  aince  yon 
will  needs  venture  on  Tony  Poster ;  but,  by  my  cre- 
dit, you  had  better  take  another  driiught  before  yoQ 
depart,  for  your  welcome  at  the  Hall,  yonder,  will  be 
somewhat  of  the  driest.  And  if  you  do  get  into  peifl, 
beware  of  taking  to  cold  steel;  but  send  for  me^ 
Giles  Gh>sling  the  head-borough,  and  I  may  be  able 
to  make  something  out  of  Tony  yet,  for  as  proud  as 
heis." 

The  nephew  dutifully  obeyed  his  uncle's  hint,  by 
taking  a  second  powernil  piul  at  the  tankard,  obser- 
ving, that  his  wit  never  served  him  so  well  ss  i^hen 
he  nad  washed  his  tcanples  with  a  deep  morning's 
draught !— and  they  set  forth  together  for  the  habita- 
tion of  Anthony  Foster. 

The  village  of  Cumnor  is  oleasantly  built  on  a  hilL 
and  in  a  wooded  park  closely  adjacent  was  aituated 
the  ancient  mansion  occupied  at  this  time  by  Antho- 
ny Foster,  of  which  the  nrins  may  be  still  extant. 
The  park  was  then  full  of  large  tre^  and  in  particu- 
lar, of  ancient  and  mighty  oaks,  which  stretched 
their  giant  arms  over  the  high  wall  surrounding  the 
demesne,  thus  giving  it  a  melancholy,  secludedl  and 
monastic  appearance.  The  entrance  to  the  park  lay 
through  an  old-fashioned  gateway  in  the  outer  wall, 
the  door  of.  which  was  formed  of  two  huge  oaken 
leaves,  thickly  studded  with  nails  like  the  gate  of  an 
old  town. 

"  We  shall  be  finely  hOlped  up  here,"  said  Michael 
Lamboume,  looking  at  the  gateway  and  gate,  "if 
this  fellow's  suspicious  luimour  should  refuse  us  ad- 
mission altogether,  as  it  is  13ie  he  may,  in  case  this 
Knsey-woolsey  fellow  of  a  mercer's  visit  to  his  premi- 
ses has  disquieted  him.  But,  no,"  he  added,  pushing 
the  huge  gate,  which  gave  way,  "  the  door  stands 
invitingly  open ;  and  here  we  are  within  the  forbid- 
den ground,  without  other  impediment  than  the  pas- 
sive resistance  of  a  heavy  oak  door,  moving  on  maty 
hinges." 

They  stood  now  in  an  avenue  ovenhadowed  by 
such  old  trees  as  we  have  described,  and  which  had 
been  bordered  at  one  time  by  high  hedges  of  yew  and 
holly. V  But  theae,  having  been  untrimmed  for  many 
years,  had  mn  up  into  great  bushes,  or  rather  dwarf^ 
trees,  and  now  encroached,  with  their  dark  and  me- 
lancholy boughs,  upoii  the  road  which  they  pnoe  had 
screenea.  The  avenue  itself  was  grown  up  with  gress, 
and,  in  one  or  two  places,  interropted  by  pfles  ot 
withered  bmshwoqd,  which  had  been  lopped  from 
the  trees  cut  down  in  the  neighbouring  park,  and  was 
here  stacked  for  drying.  Formal  walks  and  avenues, 
which,  at  different  points,  crossed  this  principal  ap- 
proach, were,  in  like  manner,  choked  up  and  inter- 
rupted oy  piles  of  bmshwood  and  billets,  and  m  other 
places  by  underwood  and  brambles.  Besides  the 
general  effect  of  desolation  which  is  so  strongly  im- 
pressed, whenever  we  behold  the  contrivances  of 
man  wasted  and  obliterated  by  neglect,  and  witness  • 
the  matks  ofsocial  life  effaced  gradually  by  the  influ- 
ence of  vegetation,  the  size  of  the  trees,  and  the  out- 
spreading extent  of  theb-  boughs,  diffused  a  gloom 
over  the  scene,  even  when  the  sun  was  at  the  ni^-h- 
est,  and  made  a  i>roportional  impression  on  the  mmd 
of  those  who  visits  it    This  was  felt  even  by 
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IGcliacI  LamboufiMi  howeter  ilisD  lu  habits  were 
10  recemng  any  UDpressionSi  exoeptinff  fnm  Uungs 
which  addreaaed  thenueWea  immediately  to  hia  paa- 
(ions. 

'*  This  wood  Lb  as  dark  aa  a  wolfs  month,"  said  he 
to  Treasilian,  aa  they  walked  together  slowly  along 
the  solitary  and  broken  approach,  and  had  just  come 
m  sight  of  the  monastic  front  of  the  old  mansion, 
with  its  shafted  windowa,  brick  walla,  ovsrmx>wn 
with  ivy  and  creeping  ahrubs,  and  twisted  stalks  of 
chimneys  of  heavy  stone  work.  "And  yet,*'  con- 
tinued Lamboumc^  "it  is  fairly  done  on  the  part  of 
Foater  too;  for  amce  he  chooses  not  visitors,  it, is 
right  to  keep  his  place  in  a  fashion  diat  will  mvite 
few  to  trespass  upon  his  privacy.  Bat  had  he  been 
the  Anthony  I  once  knew  him,  these  sturdv  oaks 
had  long  since  become  the  property  of  aome  nonest 
woodmonger.  and  the  manor-close  here  had  looked 
lighter  at  midnight  than  it  now  doea  at  noon»  while 
f^oster  played  fast  and  loose  with  the  price,  in  some 
cunning  corner  m  the  purlieus  of  White-friars." 

"Was  he  then  such  an  wnthriftl"  asked  Tresa- 
lian. 

"He  was,"  answered  Lambonme»  "like  the  rest 
of  us,  no  saint,  and  no  aaver.  But  what  I  likbd 
worst  of  Tonv  waa.  that  he  loved  to  take  his  plea- 
sure by  himself  and  grudged,  aa  men  say,  every  drop 
of  wafer  that  went  past  hia own  mill.  I  nave  uown 
him  deal  with  such  measures  of  wine  when  he  was 
■  «lona,  as  I  would  not  have  ventured  on  with  aid  of 
the  best  toper  in  Berkshire;— that,  and  some  sway 
towards  superstition,  which  he  had  by  temperament, 
rendered  him  unworthy  the  company  of  a  good  fel- 
low. And  now  he  has  earthed  himself  here,  in  a 
den  just  befitting  such  a  sly  fox  as  himsel£" 
,  "May  I  ask  you.  Master  Lamboume,"  said.Tres- 
silian.  since  your  old  companion's  humour  jumps 
so  Uttle  wi&  your  own,  wherefore  vou  are  so  desirous 
to  renew  acquaintance  with  him  1" 

"And  may  I  ask  you,  in  return.  Master Tressili- 
an,"  answered  Lamboume,  "wherefore  you  have 
shown  yourself  so  desirous  to  accompany  me  on  this 
party  T^ 

"I  told  you  my  motive,"  said  Tresnlian,  **when 
I  took  ahare  in  your  wager,— it  was  simple  curiosi- 
ty." 

*'La  you  there  now  I"  answered  Lamboume; 
"  See  how  you  civil  and  discreet  gentlemen  think  to 
IBS  tts  who  live  byl  the  free  exercise  of  our  wits  I 
Snd  I  answered  your  question  by  saying  that  it  was 
simple  curiosity  which  led.  me  to  visit  my  old  com- 
rsde  Anthony  Floater,  I  warrant  you  had  set  it  down 
for  an  evasion,  and  a  turn  of  my  trade.  But  any 
anawer.  I  suppose,  must  serve  my  turn." 

"  And  wherefore  should  not  bare  curiositXt"  said 
Tressilian,  "be  a  sufficient  reason  for  my  takmg  this 
walk  with  you  ?" 

"O,  content  yourselC  sir,"  replied  Lamboume; 
*fou  cannot  put  the  change  on  me  so  easy  as  you 
tnink,  for  I  have  lived  among  the  quick-sdrring  spi- 
rits of  the  sge  too  long,  to  swallow  chalT  for  grain. 
Tou^are  a  gentleman  of  birth  and  «breedin^your 
bearing  makes  it  good ;  of  civil  habita  and  lair  re- 
putation—your mannera  declare  it,  and  my  un^le 
avouches  it ;  and  yet  you  associate  yourself  with  a 
sorts  of  cant-of-grace,  as  men  call  me ;  and,  knowing 
me  to  be  such,  you  make  yourself  my  companion  in  a 
visit  to  a  man  whom  you  are  a  stranger  to,— and  all 
out  of  mere  curiosity,  forsooth !— The  excuse,  if  curi- 
ously balanced,  would  be  found  to  want  some  scru- 
ples of  just  weigh^  or  so." 

If  your  suspicions  were  Just,"  said  Tressilian, 
"you  nave  shown  no  confSdence  in  me  to  invite  or 
deserve  mine." 

"  O,  if  that  be  alL"  said  Lamboume,  "  my  motives 
lis  above  water.  While  thia  gold  of  mine  lasts,"— 
taking  out  his. purse,  chucking  it  into  the  air,  and 
catching  it  as  it  felL— "I  will  make  it  buy  pleasure, 
and  when  it  is  put,  I  moat  have  more.  Now.  if  this 
ntysterious  Lady  of  the  manor— this  £ur  Lindabrides 
of  Tony  Fire-the-Fagot— be  so  admirable  a  piece  as 
men  say,  why,  there  is  chance  that  she  may  aid  me  to 
melt  my  nobles  into  groata;  and,  axain,  if  Anthony 
be  so  weaitny  a  chuiTas  report  apeaks  him,  he  may 


prove  the  phfloaophei's  stone  to  me.  asid  sonvotaf 
groats  into  fair  rose-nobles  sgain." 

"  A  comforuble  proposal  tnilyj'  said  Tresailian 
"  but  I  see  not  what  chance  there  la  of  acoompliibiiig 

"Not  to-day.  or  perchance  to-morrow,'*  answered 
Lamboume;  I  expect  not  to  catch  the  old  iack  til 
I  have  diaqposed  my  ground-baits  handsomely.  Bst 
I  know  something  more  of  his  affairs  this  monini 
than  I  did  last  night,  and  I  will  souse  my  knowledge 
that  he  ahall  think  it  more  perfect  than  it  is.— Km 
without  expecting  either  pleasure  or  profit,  or  boo, 
I  had  not  stepped  a  stride  within  this  manor,  1  eu 
tell  you;  for  I  promise  you  I  hold  our  visit  not  alt»- 
gether  without  risk.— Bui  here  we  are^  and  we  mat 
make  the  best  on't." 

WhilehethuBspoke,  theybad entered  a  lanBondiin 
which  surrounded  the  house  on  two  side^  tBoagh  as 
trees^  abandoned  by  the  care  of  man,  ingereqvenroiB 
and  mossy,  and  seemed  to  boar  little  fruat  Tdom 
which  had  been  formerly  trained  as  espaUen,  ud 
now  resumed  their  natural  modeof  gnwiagi  vodm- 
hiUted  grotesque  forms,  partakingof  the  ongail 
training  which  they  had  received.  The  greets  r^ 
of  the  ground,  wmch  had  once  bean  partenv  laa 
flower-gardens,  was  sunered  in  hke.msnfier  tonn 
to.  wssto,  excepting  a, few  patchee  which  sad  boa 
dug  up,  and  planted  with  ordinary  pot-beiw. .  Sjas 
statues,  which  had  ornamented  the  gaidcn  n  itiai!S 
of  aplendouuvere  now  thrown  down  from  vmvt» 
tals  and  brAbn  in  pieces,  and  a  laiga  mssmt'oaf^ 
havmg  a  heavy  stone  front,  decorated  wm  ctfnn^ 
representmg  the  life  and  actions  of.  Saniin,  was  n 
the  same  dilapidated  condition. .  ,        , 

They  hadjuat  tmveraed  this  garden  of  the  iioegtfti. 
and  were  within  a  few  steps  of  the  door  of  the  nis* 
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or  relying  to  the  frank  avowal  which  his  coinqBW» 
had  just  made  of  the  sentiments  and  views  whicbnij 
duced  him  to  come  hither.  Lamboume  knocw 
roundly  and  boldly  at  the  huge  door  of  the  in>^|2 
observmg  at  the  same  time,  he  had  seen  a  Ic^Jf^rj  ■ 
one  upon  a  county  jaiL  it  was  not  until  tneyM|| 
knocked  more  than  once,  that  an  aged  aonytfgj 
domeatic  reconnoitred  them  through  a  amau  ^"'J 
hole  in  the  door,  well  secured  withl>ar8  of  iron,  •» 
demanded  what  they  wanted.  ..^ 

"  To  speak  with  Master  Poster mstantlT^oiipn^ 
ing  business  of  the  states"  was  the  readjr  repiy  • 
Michael  Lamboume.  ^  ^..t 

"Methinks  you  will  find  difficulty  to  make  m 
good,"  aaid  Tressilian  in  a  whisper  to  his  coinptD"V| 
while  the  servant  went  to  cany  the  message  to  ■» 
master.  u 

"Tush,"  replied  the  adventurer;  "no  wl^r  wj* 
go  on  were  he  alwaya  to  consider  whAi  ana  a<^^ 
ihouU  come  off.  Let  us  once  obtain  entrance,  >» 
all  will  go  well  enough."  ,^^ 

In  a  short  time  the  servant  returned,  and  bJJTT 
with  a  careful  hand  both  bolt  and  bar,  <7>^j^ 
gate,  which  admitted  them  through  an  ^^^^Lt 
a  square  court,  surrounded  by  buudings.  yPP^Ji; 
toe  arch  was  another  doo^  which  the  eer^ng-n>s«! 
hke  manner  unlocked,  and  thoa  intfodoced  tf^^ 
a  stone-paved  parlour,  where  there  was  w»*"}"j,2 
niture,  and  that  of  the  rudest  and  most  ^o^^"^ 
The  windows  were  tall  and  ample,  x«"^J5pJiS 
to  the  roof  of  the  room,  which  was  composed  oio^ 
oak :  those  opening  to  the  quadrangle  wcis  odsct* 
by  the  height  of  the  surrounding  ouildingSi  ""j^ 
they  were  traversed  with  maasive  shsfts  <»  "S!S1 'S 
work,  and  thickly  painted  with  reli^ovs  de^v^^^ 
acenes  taken  from  Scripture  mstory,  by  ^^Fzl 
admitted  light  in  proportion  to  their  eiacj  •fjvS 
did  penetrete  through  them,  partook  of  the  can* 
gloomy  tinge  of  the  stained  glass.  .  .  ^j^ 

Tressthan  and  his  guide  had  time  enougn  vi^^ 
all  these  particulara,  for  they  waited  some  ■P®*'SS 
apartment  ere  the  present  maater  of  tlA  ""{J^ 
length  made  his  appearance.  Prepared  as  (»Jg 
see  an  inauspicious  and  ill-lookmKperaon^>2?3 
ness  of  Anthony  Foster  oonssiaraoir  tf^'^'^'^ 
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tVeflfldiaii  hud  anticipated.  He  was  of  middle  statur^ 
miilt  atrong[ly,  but  so  clumsily  as  to  border  oh  deformi- 
ty, and  to  give  all  hia  motions  the  ungainly  awkward- 
tieea  of  a  lefl-leg^;ed  and  left-handed  man.  His  hair, 
in  arranging  which  men  at  that  time,  as  at  present, 
were  very  mce  and  curious,  instead  or  being  carefully 
cleaned  and  disposed  into  short  curls,  or  else  set  up  on 
end.  afl  is  represented  in  old  paintings,  in  a  manner 
resembling  that  used  by  fine  gentlemen  of  our  own 
diy,  escaped  in  sable  negligence  from  under  a  furred 
bonnet,  and  hungin  elf-locks,  which  seemed  strangers 
to  the  comb,  over  his  rugged  brows,  and  around  his 
rery  singular  and  unprepossessing  countenance.  His 
keen  dark  eyes  were  deep  set  beneath  broad  and 
shaicgy  eyebrows,  and  as  tliev  were  usually  bent 
on  the  ground,  seemed  as  if  thev  were  themselves 
ashamed  of  the  exi>re88ion  natural  to  them,  and  were 
desirous  to  conceal  it  from  the  observation  of  men.  At 
times,  however,  when,  more  intent  on  observing 
others,  he  suddenly  raised  them,  and  fixed  them 
keenly  on  those  with  whom  he  conversed,  they  seem- 
ed to  express  both  the  fiercer  passions,  and  the  power 
of  mind  which  could  at  win  atmpress  or  disguise 
the  intensity  of  inward  feeling.  The  features  which 
corresponded  with  these  eyes  and  this  form  were  ir- 
regular, and  marked  so  as  to  be  indelibly  fixed  on  the 
mind  of  him  who  had  once  seen  them.  Upon  the 
whola  as  Tressilian  could  not  help  acknowledging  to 
bimaeU,  the  Anthony  Foster  who  now  stood  oefore 
them  was  the  last  person,  judging  from  personal  ap- 
pearance, upon  whom  one  would  have  chosen  to  in- 
trude an  unexpected  and  undesired  visit  His  attire 
was  a  doublet  of  russet  leather,  like  those  worn  bv  the 
better  sort  of  country  folk,  girt  with  a  bufi^  belt,  in 
which  was  stuck  on  the  right  side  a  long  knife,  or 
dodgeon  dagger,  and  on  the  other  a  cutlass.  He 
mm  his  eyes  as  he  entered  the  room,  and  fixed  a 
keenly  penetrating  glance  upon  his  two  visiters,  then 
east  them  down  as  if  counting  his  steps,  while  he 
advanced  slowly  into  the  middle  of  the  room,  and 
said,  in  a  low  and  smothered  tone  of  voice,  "Let 
me  pray  you,  gentlemen,  to  tell  me  the  cause  of  this 
visiL" 

He  looked  as  if  he  expected  the  answer  from  Tres- 
ailian;  so  true  was  Lamboume's  observation,  that 
the  superior  air  of  breeding  and  dignity  shone  through 
the  disguise  of  an  inferior  dress.  But  it  was  Michael 
who  replied  M  him,  with  the  easy  familiarity  of  an 
old  friend,  and  a  tone  which  seemed  Ainembarrasaed 
by  any  doubt  of  the  most  cordial  reception. 

"  Ha !  my  dear  friend  and  ingle,  Tony  Foster.*"  he 
exclaimed,  seizing  upon  the  unwilling  hand,  and 
shaking  it  with  such  emphasis  as  almost  to  stagger 
the  sturdy  frame  of  the  person  whom  he  addressed ; 
"  how  fares  it  with  you  for  many  a  lonjg  year  ?— What ! 
have  you  altogether  forgotten  your  friend,  gossip,  and 
playfellow*  Michael  Lamboume?" 

''^Michael  Lambournc !"  said  Foster,  looking  at  him 
a  moment ;  then  dropping  his  eyes,  and  with  little  ce- 
remony extricating  his  hand  m>m  the  friendly  grasp 
of  the  person  by  whom  he  was  addressed,  "  are  you 
Michael  Lambournel" 

"  Ay;  sureas  you  are  Anthony  Foster,"  replied  Lam- 
bourne. 

"'Tis  well,"  answered  his  sullen  host;  ",and  what 
may  Michael  Lamboume  expect  from  his  visit  hither?" 
.  '^Foto  a  ZKm,"  answered Lambourne,  "I expected 
a  better  welcome  than  I  am  like  to  meet,  I  think." 

"  Why,  thougallows-bird— thou  jaii-rat— thou  friend 
of  the  hangman  and  his  customers,"  replied  Foster, 
"  hast  thou  the  assurance  to  expect  countenance  from 
any  one  whose  neck  is  beyond  the  compass  of  a  Ty- 
burn tippet?" 

"It  may  be  with  me  as  you  say,"  replied  Lam- 
bourne;  and  suppose  I  grant  it  to  be  so  for  argu- 
ment's sake,  I  were  still  good  enough  society  for  "mine 
ancient  friend  Anthony  Fire-ihe-Fagol,  though  he  be, 
for  the  present,  by  some  indescribable  tule,  the  master 
ofCumnor-Pldce." 

**Hark  you,  Michael  Lamboume,  said  Foster; 
*you  are  a  gambler  now,  and  live  by  .he  counting  of 
coancea— Compute  me  the  odds  that  I  do  not.  on  this 
insuint,  ibiovi  you  out  of  that  window  into  the  dit<;h 

there." 
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"Twenty  to  on©  thtt  vdu  dt)  not,"  a: 
sturdy  visiter. 

"  And  wherefore,  I  pray  you  7"  demand 
Foster,  setting  his  teeth  and  compress 
like  one  who  endeavours  to  suppress  son 
ternal  emotion. 

"Because,"  said  Lamboume, coolly,  " 
for  your  life  lay  a  finger  on  me,  I  am  ; 
stronger  than  you,  and  have  in  me  a  doi 
of  the  fighting  devil,  though  not,  it  may 
much  of  the  imdermining  nend,  that  fine 
ground  way  to  his  purpose— who  hides  h 
folk's  pillows,  and  who  puts  ratsbane  if) 
ridge,  as  die  stage-play  says." 

Foster  looked  at  him  earnestly,  then  t 
and  paced  the  room  twice,  with  the  sam< 
considerate  pace  with  wluch  he  had  entc 
suddenly  came  back,  and  extended  his  1 
chael  Lamboume,  saying,  "  Be  not  wro 
good  Mike ;  I  did  but  tiy  whether  thou  1 
with  aught  of  thine  old  and  honourabli 
which  your  enviers  and  backbiters  called 
dence." 

"Let  them  call  it  what  they  will,"  t 
Lamboume,  "it  is  the  commodity  we 
tnrough  the  world  with  us.— Uds  daggers 
man,  mhne  own  stock  of  assurance  was 
trade  upon,  I  was  £Eun  to  take  in  a  ton  ( 
of  brass  at  every  port  where  I  touched  ii 
of  life ;  and  I  started  overboard  what  r 
scruples  I  had  remainmft  in  order  to  mt 
th     •  u"      . 

Tt"  replied  Foster  "  touching  1 
mi  a  sailed  hence  in  oallast— Bu 

ea  lest  Mike  ^-is  he  a  Corinthii 

lllLk>  Lti>00*l  i 

"I  prithee,  know  Master  Tressilian,  bv 
replied  Lamboiune,  presenting  his  friend  i 
his  friend's  question,  "  know  him  and  hor 
he  is  a  gentleman  of  many  admirable  qu 
though  ne  traffics  not  in  my  Une  of  busm 
so  far  as  I  know,  he  has,  nevertheless,  a 
and  admiration  for  artists  of  our  class.  £ 
to  in  time,  as  seldom  fails;  but  as  yet 
Neophvte,  only  a  Proselyte,  and  freqnen 
pany  oi  cocks  of  the  game,  as  a  puny  fen 
schools  of  the  masters,  to  see  how  a  toil  if 
the  teachers  of  defence." 

"If  such  be  his  quality,  I  will  pray  your 
anothex  chamber,  honest  Mike,  for  vmat  1 
to  thee  is  for  thy  private  ear.— Meanwhile, 
sir,  to  abide  us  m  this  apartment,  and  wit! 
it— there  be  those  in  this  house  who  would 
by  the  sight  of  a  stratnger."* 

Tressiuan  acquiesced,  and  the  two  wor 
apartment  together,  in  which  he  remain 
await  their  retum. 

•If  fftith  ifl  to  be  pat  in  «pitaph«,  Anthonr  Fcm 
thing  thft  veiy  revenw  of  the  charaeler  repreteote* 
Ashmole  girec  thia  description  of  hi*  tomb*  I  c 
Antigailiei  of  Berkshire,  ▼ol.  i.,  p.  148. 
"  In  the  north  wall  of  the  chancel  at  Camnor  chm 
Dicnt  of  gray  marble,  whereon,  in  brass  plates,  m 
man  in  armour,  and  his  wifb  in  the  habit  of  h< 
kneeling  before  a  AUdstoole,  together  with  the  II 
sons  kneeling  behind  their  mother. 


Under  ttia 


AirroNius  Forstsb,  aeneris 
CumnerB  Dominot,  Berche 


man  is  this  inscription : 

^enerosa  p 

,  -jrcheriensis  erat 

Armifer,  Armigero  prognatui  patrs  Ric 

Qui  quondam  Iphiethae  Salopieniis  en 

Quatuorex  iito  nuxenint  stomiaate  natj 

Ex  isto  Antonius  stemmate  quartus  er 

Mente  sagax,  animo  precelleni,  corpore 

ElOQuii  dulcis,  ore  diaertus  erat 
In  fkctis  probitas ;  Aiit  in  sermons  venu 

In  vultu  grairitas,  rollif lone  Cdes, 
In  palriam  pietns.  in  egenoi  grata  volun 
Accedunt  reliquis  annumeranda  bonia 
Si  quod  cuncta  rapit,  rapuitnon  omnia  1 
Si  quod  Mors  rapuit,  vivida  fkma  dedi 
•  *■  •  « 

These  verses  following  are  writ  at  length,  ti 
praise  of  him : 

Argute  resonas  Cithare  pretendere  ehor<! 

Nuvit.  et  Aooia  concropuiMO  Lyra. 

Gaudehat  terre  icnenu  doflgore  plantos; 

Et  mira  pulchras  comttnicre  arte  dom( 

Compoidu  variai  lingua  formare  loqueli 

Doctufl,  et  edo^^  scribere  multamana 
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CflAPTER  IV. 


I'laToithwflltrr  ft- 
■•  aw  •.r.v  God,  yet  (ive  the  <t«vil  hie  dM ; 
Wv  mee  belbm  he  doth  i  deed  of  villany, 
Aad  MCum  hie  thanke  devouUj  when  'tie  eeled. 

Thb  room  into  ^diich  the  Master  oi  Cumnor-PJace 
eoadacted  hb  worthy  vieitant,  was  of  greater  ex- 
tent than  that  in  which  they  had  at  first  eonversed, 
and  had  yet  more  the  appearance  of  dilapidation. 
Large  oaken  presses,  filled  with  shelves  of  the  same 
wood,  surroauded  the  room,  and  had,  at  one  time, 
serred  fox  tho  arrangement  of  a  numerous  collection 
of  books,  many  of  which  yet  remained,  but  torn  and 
ddaced,  covered  with  duit,  deprived  of  their  costly 
dasps  and  bindings,  and  tossed  together  in  heaps 
upon  the  shelves,  as  things  altogether  disregarded, 
and  abandoned  to  the  pleasure  of  every  spoiler.  The 
very  presses  themselves  seemed  to  have  mcurred  the 
hostifitv  of  those  enemies  of  learning,  who  had  de- 
stroyed the  volumes  with  which  theviiad  been  here- 
tofore filled.  They  wer&  in  several  places,  dismantled 
of  their  shelves,  and  otherwise  broken  and  damaged, 
and  were,  moreover,  mantled  with  cobwebs,  and  co- 
vered with  dust,  ' 

"  The  men  who  wrote  these  books,"  said  Lam- 
boumsb  looking  round  him,  "little  thought  whose 
keeping  they  were  to  fall  into." 

"  Wor  what  yeoman's  service  they  were  to  do  m^" 
({aoth  Anthony  Foster—"  the  cook  bath  used  them  for 
scouring  his  pewter,  and  the  groom  hath  had  nought 
else  to  Clean  my  boots  with  this  many  a  month  past." 

"And  yet,"  said  Lamboumei  " I  have  been  in  cities 
where  such  learned  commodities  would  have  been 
deemed  too  good  for  such  ojffices." 

"  Pshaw,  pshaw,"  answered  Foster,  "  they  are 
Popish  trash,  every  one  of  them,— private  studies  of 
the  mumping  old  Abbot  of  Abingdon.  The  nine- 
teenthly  of  a  pure  gospel  sermon  were  worth  a  cart- 
ioad  otsuch  rakings  of  the  kennel  of  Rome." 

"  Gad-a-mercy,  Master  Tony  Fire-the-Fagot !" 
•aid  Lamboume.  by  way  of  reply. 

Foster  scowled  darkly  at  him,  as  he  rallied,  "  Hark 
y&  fiiend  Mike;  foreet  that  name,  and  the  passage 
which  it  relates  to,  ifyou  would  not  have  our  newly- 
levived  comradeship  die  a  sudden  and  a  violent  death." 

"  Why,"  said  Michael  Lambonme,  "  you  were  wont 
to  glory  m  the  share  you  had  in  the  death  of  the  two 
okTho'etical  bishops." 

"  That^"  said  his  comrade,  "was  while  I  was  in  the 
gall  of  bitterness  and  bona  of  iniquity,  and  applies 
not  to  my  walk  or  my  ways,  now  that  I  am  called 
forth  into  the  lists.  >Ir.  Melciiisodek  Maul  text  com- 
pared my  misfortune  in  that  matter  to  that  of  the 
Apostie  Paul,  who  kept  the  clothes  of  the  witnesses 
who  stoned  Saint  Stephen.  He  held  forth  on  the 
matter  three  Sabbaths  past,  and  illustrated  the  same 
by  the  conduct  of  an  honourable  person  present, 
meaning  me." 

"I  prithee  peace,  Foster,"  said  Lambonme;  "for 
T  know  not  how  it  is,  I  have  a  sort  of  creeping  comes 

"  The  amifl  over  It  thne  > 

on*r»    5    '•  •  Hiowi^*  noma  strirfged. 

«»"u  J    iL  8  Pinlena  with  Uieir  pointe  vpwardn. 

*'  Tho  ereet  w  a  Stag  Couchont,  vtitaeratad  throuf  h  the  neck 
hi  a  broad  arrow ;  on  hii  tide  i«  a  MartUU  for  a  diflerenr«." 

From  thin  mooumcntaJ  inncripUon  it  api>oarB,  tliat  Anthony 
Foster,  inatead  of  being  a  vulgar,  lou-bred  puritanical  ehurl. 
was  in  fact  afenlleman  of  birth  and  considemtjon,  di«tingui«lied 
for  hi«  akflll  in  the  arta  of  muaic  and  horticulture,  ai  ai«o  in 
lanfUAfea.  In  lo  fhr,  therefore,  the  Anthony  Foster  of  the 
romance  has  nothinf  but  the  name  in  cummon  wiih  the  rval 
individual.  But  notwithstanilin;  the  charity,  benevolence,  and 
reiigioaa  fliith  impateJ  bv  tlie  nionameniof  fray  marble  too  its 
tenar  L-adition,  aa  well  ax  eeorct  history,  naAio  him  as  the 
active  a«ent  in  ttie  den'h  of  the  CounteM  -,  and  it  is  ndiled.  that 
ftotn  bein;  a  jovial  and  convivrnl  rallnnt,  ai  we  may  inrer  from 
aome  exptvcuinn*  in  the  epitaph,  h*!  Buntc,  after  the  (^tal  deed, 
»nto  a  man  uf  ffloomy  and  retired  habttti,  whose  look*  and  man- 
uen  indicated  that  he  nuflcred  under  the  preaaure  of  aomo  atro- 
riottP  necreL 

The  name  of  Lamboume  is  still  known  in  the  vicinity,  and  it 
U  said  some  of  the  elan  partake  the  habfu,  as  well  as  name,  of 
the  Micliael  Lamboume  of  the  romance.  A  man  of  this  name 
lately  murdered  his -wife,  outdoing  Michael  in  thin  rcstwct.  who 
only  was  concerned  in  tlio  murder  of  the  wife  of  anblhcr  man. 

i  ha%'e  only  Ufnadd,  tliat  thr.>  jolly  Black  Bear  has  been  resit)rcd 
to  his  predominance  ovfer  bowl  and  bottle,  in  the  village  of  Cum- 


ov^  my.  skin  when  I  hear  the  devil  quote  Scriptnrei 
and  besides,  man,  how  couldst  thou  have  the  heart 
to  quit  tliat  convenient  old  religion,  which  you  could 
sup  offer  on  as  easily  as  your  glove?  Do  I  not  re- 
member how  you  were  wont  to  carry  yoiu:  conscience 
to  confession,  '«i  duly,  as  the  month  came  round  1 
and  when  thou  hadst  it  scoured,  and  burnished,  and 
whitewashed  by  the  priest,  thou  wert  ever  ready  for 
the  worst. villany  which  could  be  devised.  like  a 
child  who  is  always  readiest  to  rush  into  the  wait 
when  he  has  got  his  Sunday's  clean  jerkin  on." 

"Trouble  not  thyself  about  my  conscience,"  said 
Foster,  "it  is  a  thing  thou  canst  not  understand, 
having  never  had  one  of  thine  own.  But  let  us 
rather  to  the  point,  and  say  to  m&  in  one  word, 
what  is  thy  business  with  me,  and  what  hopes  have 
drawn  thee  hither?" 

"The  hope  of  bettering  myself  to  be  sure,"  an- 
swered Lamboum&  "  as  the  old  woman  said  when 
she  leapt  over  the  bridge  at  Kingston.  Look  you, 
this  purse  has  all  that  is  left,  of  as  round  a  sum  as 
a  man  would  wish  to  carry  in  bis  slop-POuch.  Vou 
are  here  well  established,  it  would  seem,  and,  as  I 
think,  well  befHended,  for  men  talk  of  thy  being  un- 
der some  special  protection— nay,  stare  not  like  a  pig 
that  IS  stuck,  mon,  thou  canst  not  dance  in  a  net 
and  they  not  see  thee  ?  Now  I  know  such  protection 
is  not  purchased  for  nought :  you  must  tiavc  ser- 
vices to  render  for  it,  and  m  these  I  propose  to  help 
thee." 

"  But  how  if  I  lack  no  assistance  from  thee.  Mike? 
I  think  thy  modesty  might  suppose  that  were  a  case 
possible." 

"Thatistosay,"  retorted  Lambourae,  "that you 
would  engross  the  whole  work,  rather  than  divide 
the  rewara—but  be  not  over-greedj',  Anthony.  Covet- 
ousness  bursts  the  sack,  and  spills  the  grain.  Look 
you,  when  the  huntsman  togs  to  km  a  stag,  he 
takes  with  him  more  dogs  than  one— He  has  the 
stanch  lyme-hound  to  track  the  wounded  buck  over 
hul  and  dale,  but  he  hath  also  the  fleet  gaze-hound 
to  kill  him  at  view.  Thou  art  the  lyme-hound,  lam 
the  gaze-hound,  and  thy  patron  will  need  the  aid  o( 
both,  and  can  well  afford  to  requite  it.  Thou  hast 
deep  sagacity— an  unrelentingpurpose— a  steady  long- 
breathed  malignity  of  nature,  that  surpasses  niina 
But  then,  I  am  the  bolder,  the  quicker,  the  more 
ready,  both  at  action  and  expedient.  Separate,  our 
properties  are  not  so  perfect ;  but  unite  them,  and  we 
drive  the  world  before  us.  How  sayst  thou— shiiU 
we  hunt  in  couples?" 

"  It  is  a  currish  proposal— thus  to  thrust  thyself 
upon  my  private  matters,"  replied  Foster ;  "but  thou 
wert  ever  an  ill-nurtured  whelp." 

"  Vou  shall  have  no  cause  to  say  so,  unless  you 
spurn  my  courtesy,"  said  Michael  Lamboume;  "but 
if  so,  keep  thee  well  from  me.  Sir  Knight,  ss  the 
romance  nas  it.  I  will  either  share  your  counsels 
or  traverse  them ;  for  I  have  come  here  to  be  busy, 
either  with  thee  or  against  thee." 

"Well,"  said  Anthony  Foster,  "since  thou  dost 
leave  me  so  fair  a  choice,  I  will  rather  be  thy  friend 
than  thine  enemy.  Thou  art  right ;  I  can  prefer  thee 
to  the  service  of  a  patron,  who  has  enough  of  means 
to  make  us  both,  and  a  hundred  more.  And  to  say 
truth,  thou  art  well  oualifipd  for  his  service.  Bold- 
ness and  dexterity  he  demands— the  justice-books 
bear  witness  in  thy  favour;  no  starting  ot  scruplcfi 
m  his  service— why,  who  ever  suspected  thee  of  a 
conscience?— on  aswrance he  must  have,  who  would 
foUow  a  courtier-and  thy  brow  is  as  impenetrabls 
as  a  Milan  visor.  There  is  but  one  thing  I  would 
fain  sec  amended  in  thee." 

"And  what  is  that,  my  most  precious  fnend  An- 
thony?" replied  Lamboume;  "for  I  swear  by  the 
pillow  of  the  Seven  Sleepers,  I  will  not  be  slothAil 
in  amending  it." 

"  Why,  you  gave  a  sample  of  it  even  now,"  said 
Foster.  "Your  speech  twangs  loo  much  of  the  ola 
stamp,  and  you  garnish  it  ever  and  anon  wth  singu- 
lar onihe,  that  savour  of  Papiatrie.  Besides,  youi 
exterior  man  is  al together  too  deboshed  and  irregulai 
to  becon)e  one  of  his  lordship's  followers,  since  h« 
has  a  reputation  'o  keep  up  in  the  eye  of  the  world. 
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Ton  most  tomewhat  rafonn  your  dress,  upon  a  more 
grave  and  eompoeed  fasnion :  wear  your  cloak  on 
i  Soth  8hoaIfier&  and  your  falling  band  unrumpled 
and  weli  atarcned— x  ou  must  enlarge  the  brim  of 
yoor  bearer,  and  diminish  the  superfluity  qf  your 
tntnk-hose—go  to  church,  or,  whicn  will  "be  better, 
to  meeting,  at  least  onc«  a  month— protest  only  ujwn 
yoor  faith  and  conscience— lay  aside  your  swashing 
100^  and  never  touch  the  hilt  of  your  sword,  but 
wkoi  yott  would  draw  the  carnal  weapon  in  good 
eiraest." 

"By  this  fight,  Andiony,  thou  art  mad,*'  answered 
Lamooume,  ^'  and  hast  described  rather  the  gentle- 
man-usher to  a  puritan's  wife,  than  the  follower  of 
an  ambitious  courtier!  Yes,  such  a  thing  as  thou 
wooldst  make  of  me,  should  wear  a  book  at  his  gn-- 
dle  instead  of  a  poniard,  and  mi^t  just  be  suspected 
of  manhood  enough  to  sqiiire  a  proud  dame-dtizen 
to  the  lecture  at  Saint  Antonlin'ii  and  quarrel  m  her 
cause  with  any  flat-capp'd  thread-maker  that  would 
take  the  wall  of  her.  He  must  ruffle  it  in  another 
sort  that  would  walk  to  court  in  a  nobleman's  train." 
**  O,  content  you,  sir,"  replied  Foster,  *'  there  is  a 
change  since  you  knew  the  Enjglish  world ;  and 
there  areithose  who  can  hold  their  way  through  the 
boldest  courses,  and  the  most  secret,  and  yet  never  a 
swaicgering  word,  or  an  oath,  or  a  pro&ne  word  in 
their  conversation." 

•  "  That  is  to  say,"  replied  Lamboume,  "  they  are 
5b.  a  trsdmg  copartnery,  to  do  the  devil's  busmess 
without  mentioning  his  name  in  the  firm  >-WeU,  I 
will  do  my  best  to  counterfeit,  rather  than  lose  ground 
IB  this  new  world,  since  thou  sayest  it  is  grown  so 
precise.  But,  Anthony,  what  is  the  name  (h  this  no- 
.Ueman,  in  whose  service  I  am  to  turn  hypocrite  V 
;  **  Aha  I  Master  Michael,  axe  you  there  with  your 
Dears?"  said  Foster  with  a  grim  smile;  "  and  is  this 
the  knowledge  you  pretend  of  my  concernments  ?— 
How  know  you  now  there  is  such  a  person  in  rervm 
ruUuroj  and  that  I  have  not  been  putting  a  jape  npon 
you  all  1^  time?" 

;  "  Thou  put  a  jape  on  me,  thou  soddenbrained 
'goU  1"  answerea  liamboume,  nothing  daunted: 
"why,  dark  and  muddy  as  thou  think* st  thyself^  I 
,,voul<l  engage  in  a  day's  space  to  see  as  clear  through 
Aee  and  thy  concernment.s,  as  thou  call'st  thenL  as 
'fi-oush  the  filthy  horn  of  an  old  suble  lantem.'*^ 

At  this  moment  their  conversation  was  interrupted 
}ff  a  scream  from  the  next  apartment 

^  By  the  holy  Cross  o{  Abingdon,"  exclaimed  An- 
thony Foster,  forgetting  his  Protestantism  in  his 
ilarni,  "  I  am  a  ruined  man  I" 
,  So  saying,  he  nislMd  into  the  apartment  whence 
the  scream  issued,  followed  by  Michael  Lambourne. 
But  to  account  for  the  sounds  which  interrupted  their 
conversation  it  is  necessary  to  recede  a  litue  way  in 
our  narrative. 

It  has  been  already  observed,  that  when  Lam- 
boume accompanied  Foster  into  the  library,  thev  left 
,  Tressilian  alone  in  the  andedt  parlour.    His  dark  eye 
I  followed  them  forth  of  the  apartment  with  a  glance 
of  contempt,  a  part  of  which  his  mind  instantly 
transferred  to  himself^  for  having  stooped  to  be  even 
ibr  a  moment  their  fiamiUar  companion.    "  These  are 
the  associates,  Amy,"— it  was  thus  he  communed 
with  himselJt— "  to  which  thy  cruel  levity— thine  un- 
thinking and  most  unmerited  falsehood,  has  con- 
aemned  him  of  whom  his  friends  once  hoped  far 
other  thinsa.  and  who  now  scorns  himself  as  he  will 
I  be  scorned  ov  others,  for  the  baseness  he  stoops  to 
I  for  the  love  or  thee  I    But  I  will  not  leave  the  pursuit 
of  thee,  once  the  object  of  my  purest  and  most  de- 
voted affection,  though  to  me  thou  canst,  henceforth 
be  nothing  but  a  thing  to  weep  over—1  will  save  thee 
from  thy  betrayer,  and  from  thyself— I  will  restore 
jhee  to  thy  parent— to  thy  God.    I  cannot  bid  the 
Dcight  star  agaui  sparkle  in  the  sphere  it  has  shot 

from,  but" 

A  slight  noise  in  the  apartment  interrupted  his 
tnerie ;  he  looked  round,  -and  in  the  beautiful  and 
richly-attired  female  who  entered  at  that  instant  by 
aade-Joor,  he  recognized  the  object  of  his  search. 
Tba  first  impulse  andng  from  this  discovery,  urged 
[   Mn  to  ooneoal  his  face  with  tho  ooUar  of  his  cla)k» 


until  he  should  find  a  favourable  moment  of  making 
himself  known.  But  hb  purpose  w^s  disconcerted 
by  the  young  lady,  (she  was  not  above  eighteen 
years  old,)  who  ran  joyfally  towards  him,  and  pull- 
ing him  by  the  cloak,  said  playfully,  "  Nay,  my  sweet 
fnend,  after  I  have  waited  for  you  so  long,  you  come 
riot  to  my  bower  to  play  the  masquer— You  ^are 
arraigned  of  treason  to  true  love  and  fond  affection ; 
and  you  must  stand  up  at  the  bar,  and  answer  it 
wiA  face  uncovered— how  say  you,  guilty  or  not?" 

"  Alas,  Amy,"  said  Tressilian,  in  a  low  and  melan- 
choly tone,  as  he  suffered  her  to  draw  the  mantle 
from  his  face.  The  sound  of  his  voice,  and  still  mors 
the  unexpected  sixht  of  his  face,  changed  m  an 
instant  the  lady's  playful  mood— She  staggered  back, 
turned  as  pale  as  death,  and  put  her  hands  before  her 
face.  Tressilian  was  himself  for  a  moment  much 
overcome,  but  seeming  suddenly  to  remember  the  ne- 
cessity pf  using  an  opportumty  which  might  not 
again  occur,  he  said  in  a  low  tone,  "Amy,  fear  mo 
not" 

"Why  should  I  ftai  youl"  taid  the  lady,  with* 
drawing  her  hands  from  her  beautiful  fac&  which 
was  now  covered  with  crimson.— "  why  should  I  fear 
you,  Mr.  Tressilian  ?— or  wherefore  have  you  intruded 
yourself  into  my  dwelling^  uninvited,  sir,  and  un- 
wished for  T' 

"Your  dwdlmg.  Amy!"  said  Tresalian.  "Alas! 
is  a  prison  your  d  welling  1— a  prison,  guarded  by  one 
of  the  most  sordid  of  men,  but  not  a  greater  wretch 
than  his  employer  1"  \ 

"Tins  house  is  min&"  said  Amy,  "mine  while  I 
choose  to  inhabit  it— If  it  is  mv  pleasure  to  live  in 
seclusion,  who  shall  gainsay  me  7'^ 

**  Your  father,  maiden,"  answered  Tressilian, "  your 
l^roken-hearted  father ;  who  dispatched  me  in  quest  of 
you  with  that  authority  which  he  cannot  exert  in  per- 
son. Here  is  his  letter,  written  while  he  blessed  his 
pain  of  body  which  somewhat  stunned  the  sgony  of 
his  mind." 

"  The  pain !— is  my  father  then  ill  ?"  said  the  lady. 

"So  ill,"  answered  Tressilian,  "that  even  your 
utmost  haste  may  not  restore  him  to  health ;  but  ail 
shall  be  instantly  prepared  for  your  departure,  the 
instant  you  yourself  will  give  consent" 

'* Tressilian,"  answer^  the  lady,  "I  cannot,  I 
must  not,  I  dare, not  leave  this  place.  Go  back  to 
my  father— tell  him  I  will  obtain  leave  to  see  him 
within  twelve  hours  from  hence.  €ro  back,  Tressi- 
lian—tell  him  I  am  well.  I  am  happy— happy,  could  I 
think  he  was  so— tell  him  not  to  fear  that  I  will 
oome^  and  in  such  a  manner  that  all  the  grief  Amy 
has  given  him  shall  be  forgotten— the  poor  Amy  is 
now  greater  than  she  dare  name.— Go,  good  Tree* 
silian-^I  have  injured  thee  toa  but  believe  me  I  have 
power  to  heal  the  wounds  I  nave  caused— I  robbed 
you  of  a  childish  heart,  which  was  not  worthy  of 
you,  and  I  can  repay  the  loss  with  honours  ana  ad- 
vancement.*^ 

"Do  you  say  this  to  me,  Amy!— Do  you  offer  me 
pageants  of  idle  ambition,  for  the  quiet  peace  you 
have  robbed  me  of  T— But  be  it  so— I  came  not  to  up- 
braid^ but^to  serve  and  to  free  you.— You  cannot 
disgmse  it  from  me;  you  are  a  prisoner.  Otherwise 
your  kind  heart— for  it  was  once  a  kind  heart— would 
have  been  already  at  your  father's  bed-side. — Come— 
poor,  deceived,  unhappy  maiden!— all  shall  be  for- 
KOt— all  shall  be  forgiven.  Fear  not  my  importunity 
for  what  regarded  our  contract— it  was  a  dream,  and 
I  have  awaked— But  come— y9ur  father  yet  livea-;- 
Come,  and  one  word  of  affection— one  tear  of  peni- 
tence, will  efface  the  memory  of  all  that  has  passed.'* 

"  Have  I  not  already  said,  Tressilian,"  replied  she, 
"  that  I  will  surely  come  to  my  father,  and  that  with- 
out farther  delay  than  is  necessary  to  discharge  other 
and  equally  binding  duties  7— Go,  carry  him  tho 
news— 1  come  as  sure  as  there  is  Cg^t  in  heaven^ 
that  is,  when  I  obtain  pemusoon." 

"  Permission  1— permission  to  visit  your  father  oh 
his  sick-bed,  perhaps  on  his  death-bed  I"  repeated 
Tressilian,  impatiently ;  "and  permission  from  whomi 
From  the  villain,  who,  under  disguise  of  friendship, 
abused  every  duty  of  hospitality,  and  stole  thee  from 
thy  lath  jr**  roof  P' 


**l>o  bim  no  slander,  Tressflian !— He  whomlhou 
•peakesC  of  Vears  a  eword  as  ahazp  as  thine— 
■narper,  vain  man— for  the  best  deeds  tboii  hast  ever 
done  in  peace  or  war,  were  as  unworthy  to  be  named 
with  his,  as  thy  obscure  rank  to  match  itself  \vith 
the  sphere  he  moves  in.— Leave  me  I  (3o,  do  mine 
errand  to  my  father,  and  when  he  next  sends  to  me, 
let  him  choose  a  more  welcome  messenger." 

••Amy,"  replied  Tressilian,  cahnly,  *^thou  canst 
not  move  me  by  thy  reproaches.— Tell  me  one  thing, 
that  I  may  bear  at  lenst  on^  ray,  of  comfort  to  my 
aged  friend— This  rank  of  his  which  thou  dost  boast 
--dost  thou  share  it  with  him,  Amy  ?— Does  he  claim 
a  husband's  right  to  control  thy  motions  7" 

"  Stop  thy  base  unmannored  tongue  I"  said  the 
lady;  *'to  no  question  that  derogates  from  my  ho- 
nour, do  I  deign  an  answer." 

"  You  have  said  enough  in  revising  to  rfeply,*'  an- 
swered Tressilian ;  "  and  mark  me,  unhappy  as  thou 
art,  I  am  armed  with  thy  father's  full  authority  to 
command  thy  obedience,  and  I  will  save  thee  from 
the  slavery  ox  sin  and  of  sorrow,  even  deapite  of  thy- 
mk  Amy?* 

'^Menace  no  violence  here  T  exclaimed  the  lady, 
drawing  back  from  him,  and  alarmed  at  the  deter- 
mination expressed  in  hn  look  and  manner ; "  threat- 
en me  not,  Tresailian,  for  I  have  means  to  repel 
force." 

"But  not,  I  trust,  the  wish  to  use  them  in  so  evil 
a  cause?"  said  Tressilian.  "With  thy  will— thine 
unfluenccd,  free,  and  natural  will,  Amy,  thou  canst 
not  choose  this  state  of  slavenr  and  dishonour— thou 
hast^  been  bound  by  some  spell— entrapped  by  some 
deceit— art  now  detained  by  some  compelled  vow.— 
But  thus  I  break  the  chatTn- Amy,  in  the  name  of 
thine  excellent,  thy  broken-hearted  father,  I  com- 
mand thee  to  follow  me !" 

As  he  spoke,  he  advanced  and  extended  his  arm, 
as  with  the  purpose  of  laying  hold  upon  her.  But 
she  shrunk  back  from  his  grasp,  and  uttered  the 
scream  which,  as  we  before  noticed,  brought  into  the 
apartment  Lambourne  arid  Foster. 

The  latter  exclaimed,  as  soon  as  he  entered,  "Pire 
and  fagot  I  what  have  we  hero?"  Then  addressing 
the  lady,  in  a  tone  bet«nxt  entreaty  and  command, 
ho  added, "  Uds  precious !  madam,  what  make  you 
here  out  of  bounds  ?— Retire— retire— there  is  life  and 
death  in  this  matter.— And  you,  friend,  whoever  you 
may  be,  leave  this  house— out  with  you,  before  my 
dagger's  hilt  and  your  costard  become  acquainted—* 
Draw,  Mike,  and  nd  us  of  the  knave !" 

"Not  I,  on  my  soul,"  replied  Lambomne;  "he 
came  hither  in  my  company,  and  he  is  safe  from  me 
by  cutter's  law,  at  least  till  we  meet  again.— But  hark 
ye,  my  Cornish  comrade,  you_  have  brought  a  Cor- 
nish naw  of  wind  with  you  hither,  a  hurricanoe  as 
they  call  it  in  the  Indies.  Make  yourself  scarce— 
depart— vanish— or  we'll  have  you  summoned  before 
the  Mayor  of  Halgaver,  and  that  before  Dudman 
and  Ramhead  meet."* 

"Away,  base  groom  t"  said  Tressilian— "  And  you, 
madam,  fare  you  well— what  Kfe  lingers  in  your 
Other's  bosom  will  leave  him,  at  the  sews  I  nave 
to  tell." 

Ho  departed,  the  lady  saying  faintly  as  he  left  the 
room,  *^Treaailian,  be  not  rash— say  no  scandal  of 
ine." 

"  Hers  is  proper  gear,"  said  Poster.  "I  pray  you 
go  to  your  chamber,  my  lady,  and  let  us  connder  how 
this  is  to  be  answered— nay,  tarry  not." 

"I  move  not  at  your  command,  sir,"  answered  the 

'^Nay,  but  you  must,  fair  lady,"  rephed  Poster; 
"  excuse  my  freedom,  but,  by  blood  and  nails,  this  is  no 
time  to  strain  courtesies— you  mtut  go  to  your  cham- 
ber.—Mike,  follow  that  meddling  coxcomb,  and,  as 
you  desire  to  thrive^  see  him  saiely  clear  of  the  pre- 
»nisea^  whil#  I  bring  this  headstrong  lady  to  reason- 
Draw  thy  tool  man,  and  after  him."    ^  ^^      , 

"ril  follow  him,"  said  Michael  Lambonme,  "and 
Me  him  fairly  out  of  Flanders— But  for  hurting  a  man 
I  have  drunk  my  morning's  draught  withal,  'tis  clean 
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against  my  cooacienoe."    So  aayinft  he  left  \ 
apartment. 

Tressilian,  meanwhile;  with  hasty  steps,  puni 
the  first  path  which  promised  to  conduct  him  thrn 
the  wild  and  overgroMoi  park  in  which  the  maiul 
of  Poster  was  situated.  Haste  and  distress  of  mi 
led  his  sta>s  astray,  and  instead  of  taking  the  aval 
which  lea  towards  the  village  he  chose  anotk| 
which,  after  he  had  pursued  it  for  some-  time  m'th  > 
hasty  and  reckless  step^  conducted  him  to  thcotk 
side  of  the  demesne,'  where  a  postern-door  ofoi 
through  the  wall,  and  led  into  the  open  country.    * 

TressiTian  paused  an  instant  It  was  indiffereati 
him  by  what  road  he  left  a  spot  now  so  odious  to  o 
recollections :  but  it  was  probable  that  the  posten 
door  was  locked,  and  his  retreat  by  that  pass  readfl 
ed  impossible. 

/'I  must  make  the  attempt  however,"  ho  saU  I 
himself;  "the  only  means  of  reclaiming  this  loit- 
this  miserable— this  still  most  lovely  and  most  di 
bappy  girl— must  rest  in  her  father's  appeal  to  ti 
broken  laws  of  his  country— I  must  baste  to  appiii 
him  of  this  heart-rending  mtelligence." 

As  Tressilian,  thus  conversing  with  himself  H 
proached  to  try  some  means  of  opening  the  door,  ( 
climbing  over  it,  he  perceived  there  was  a  key  pi 
into  the  lock  from  the  outside.  It  turned  round,  t] 
bolt  revolved,  and  a  oavalier,  who  entered.  muiBedi 
his  riding-dqak,  and  wearing  a  alouched  hat  with 
drooping  feather,  stood  at  once  within  four  yards  i 
him  who  was  desirious  of  going  out  They  exclamu 
at  once,  in  tones  of  resentment  and  suipnsi^  the  on 
"  Vamey !"  the  other  "  Tressilian  I" 

"What  make  you  here?"  was  the  stem  questio 
put  by  the  stranger  to  Tressilian,  when  the  moinei 
of  surprise  was  past—"  What  make  you  here,  whfl 
your  presence  is  neither  emecied  nor  desired  1" 

"  Nay,  Vamey,"  replied  Tressflian,  "what  makefi 
here  ?  Are  you  come  to  triumnh  over  the  innoceni 
you  have  destroyed,  as  the  vulture  or  cnmon-cro 
comes  to  batten  on  the  lamb,  whose  eyes  n  has  & 
plucked  out?— Or  are -you  come  to  encounter  B 
merited  vengeance  of  an  honest  man?— Draw,  da 
and  defend  Siyself !"  ^ 

Tresffllian  arew  his  sword  as  he  spoke,  but  Vara 
only  laid  his  hand  on  the  hilt  of  his  own,  as  he  replie 
"  Thou  art  mad,  Tressilian— I  own  appearances  a 
against  me,  but  by  every  oath  a  priest  can  make,oi 
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injury  from  me ;  and  in  truth  1  were  somewhat  lol 
to  hurt  you  in  this  cause— Thou  know'st  X  can  fiOT 

"  1  have  heard  thee  say  so,  Varney,"  replied  Tn 
silian ;  "  but  now,  methinks,  I  would fedn  have  soi 
better  evidence  than  thine  own  word," 

"That  shall  not  be  lacking,  if  blade  and  hilt 
but  true  to  me,"  answered  Vamey;  and  drawing  i 
sword  with  the  right  hand,  he  threw  his  cloak  aroa 
his  left,  and  attacked  Tressilian  with  a  vigour  whi< 
for  a  moment,  seemed  to  give  him  the  advantage 
the  combat.  But  this  advantage  lasted  not  long 
Tressilian  added  to  a  spirit  determined  on  revenge, 
hand  and  eye  admirably  well  adapted  to  the  use 
the  rapier:  so  that  Vamey,  finding  himself  bi 

Sressed  in  his  turn,  endeavoured  to  avail  himself 
is  superior  strength,  by  closing  with  his  adverss 
For  this  purpose,  ne  hazarded  the  receivmg  one 
Tressilian's  passes  in  his  cloak,  wrapt  as  it  ,i 
around  his  arm,  and  ere  his  adveraary  could  extric 
his  rapier  thus  entangled,  he  closed  with  him,  she 
ening  nis  own  sword  at  the  same  tinje,  with  the  p' 
pose  of  dispatching  him.    But  Tressdian  was  on 

fuard,  and  unsheathing  his  poniard,  parried  with  i 
lade  of  that  weapon  the  home-thrust  which  woi 
otherwise  have  fhnshed  the  combat,  and,  in  the  stn 
gle  which  followed,  displayed  so  much  address,, 
might  have  confirmed  the  opinion  that  he  drew  i 
origin  from  Cornwall,  whose  natives  are  such  mi 
ters  ii^  the  art  of  wrestling,  aa  were  the  games 
antiquity, revived^  might  enable  tnem  to  challenge 
Europe  td  the  nng.  Vamey,  in  his  ill-advised 
tempt,  received  a  ful  so  sudden  and  violent,  that  i 
Bwoniflew  several  Daces  from  his  hand,  and  ere 
could  recover  his  feet,  that  of  his  anta^nst  k 
pointed  to  his  throat 
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**  Give  me  the  inatimt  meaiu  of  relieving  the  vio- 
im  of  thy  treachery,"  said  Treesilian,  "or  take  the 
bat  look  of  your  Creator's  blessed  son !" 

Aod  while  Varney,  too  ooniiifled  or  too  sullen  tore- 
ply,  made  a  sudden  effort  to  arise,  his  adversary 
drew  back  bis  arm,  and  would  have  executed  his 
throat,  but  that  the  blow  was  arrested  bv  the  graap 
of  Michael  Lamboume,  who,  dhected  by  the  clashing 
of  swords,  had  come  up  just  in  tune  to  save  the  lift 
ef  Varney. 

"  Come,  come,  comrade,"  said  Lamboume,  '*  hers 
is  enough  done,  and  more  than  enough— put  up  your 
fox,  and  let  da  be  jogging^llie  Black  Beat  growls 
for  us." 

"  Ofl;  abjec;!*'  sudlVessilian,  striking  himself  free 
of  Lamboume's  grasD  I  "darest  thou  come  betwixt 
me  and  mine  enemy  T' 

*' Abject!  abject!**  repeated  Lamboume;  *'that 
shall  be  answered  with  pold  steel  wtienever  a  bowl  of 
sack  has  washed  ont  memory  of  the  moratng'sdnnight 
that  we  had  together.  In  the  mean  while,  do  you  see, 
•hoj5— tramp— HM«one^we  are  two  to  onei" 

He  spoke  troth,  for  Vamey  had  taken  the  oppor- 
tunity to  rcsam  his  weapon,  and  Tressilian  perceived 
it  was  madness  to  press  the  quarrel  farther  against 
such  odds.  He  tools  hispurse  from  his  side,  and  taking 
out  two  gold  nobles,  flan^  them  to  Lamboume; 
•*  There,  caitiff  i»  thy  mornmg  wage-Hhou  shalt  not 
say  thou  hast  been  my  gukle  imhired.'— Vamey,  fare- 
well—we  shall  meet  where  there  are  none  to  come  be- 
twixt us."*  So  saying,  he  turned  round  and  departed 
through  the  postem-door. 

Varney  seemed  to  want  the  hiclination,  or  perhaps 
the  power,  (for  his  tall  had  been  a  severe  one,)  to  fol- 
io w  tiis  retreatinff  enemy.  But  he  glared  darkly  as  he 
disappeared,  and  then  addressed  Camboume;  *'Art 
thou  a  comrade  of  Foster's,  ffood  fellow  V* 

**  Sworn  friends,  as  the  halt  is  to  the  knife,"  relied 
Kehael  Lamboume. 

**  Here  is  a  broad  piece  for  tbee-^follow  yonder  fel- 
low,  and  see  where  he  takes  earth,  and  bring  me  word 
up  to  the  mansion-house  here.  Cautious  and  silent 
thou  knave,  as  thou  valuest  thy  throat." 

**  Enough  said."  replied  Lanibourne;  "I  can  draw 
on  a  scent,  as  well  as  a  sleuth-hound.*' 

"  Begone,  then^**  said  Vamey,  sheathing  his  rapier ; 
and.  turning  his  back  on  Michael  Lamboume,  he 
wa Iked  slowly  towards  the  house.  Lamboume  stop- 
ped hut  an  instant  together  the  nobles  which  his  late 
companion  had  flung  towards  him  so  unceremoni- 
ously, and  muttered  to  himself  while  he  put  them  up 
in  his  purse  along  with  the  gratuity  of  Vamey,  **  I 
apoku  to  yondergulls  of  Kldorado— By  Saint  Antho- 
ny, there  is  no  Eldorado  for  men  of  our  sump  equal 
Co  bonny  Old  England !  It  rains  nobles,  by  Heaven— 
they  lie  on  the  grass  as  thick  as  dewdrops— you  may 
have  them  for  ^dicring.  And  if  I  have  not  my  share 
of  aiich  glittenng  dewdrops,  may  my  sword  melt  like 
an  tctcle !'' 
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toned  ifi  Um  worid  m  ^flot  in  hi*  eompsflii 
TtM  mwdlfl  poinied  evm  to  nitt  ioterait 
vriiieh  was h'u  loadttar.  widlw  siireod  his a^u, 
WiUi  vwiUfw  tu  Uae  gafe  of  oUwr*s  iWMion- 

A!7TH0irr  Posraa  was  still  engaged  in  debate  with 
his  fair  guest,  who  treated  with  seom  every  entrsaiy 
and  request  that  she  would  retire  to  her  own  apart* 
ment,  when  a  whistle  was  heard  at  die  entrance-door 
of  the  mansion. 

••  We  are  fairly  sped  now,"  saifl  Foster ;  **  yonder  is 
thy  lord's  signaj,  and  what  to  say  about  the  disorder 
itmeh  has  happened  in  this  hoiuehold,  by  my  con- 
■eience,  I  know  not.  Some  evil  fortune  dogs  the 
heela  of  that  unhanged  rogue  Lamboume,  and  he  has 
*acaped  the  gallows  uainst  every  chance,  to  oome 
back  and  be  the  ruin  of  me  I" 

*'  Peace,  sir,"  said  the  lady,  "and  undo  the  gate  to 
ymir  mister.— My  lord !  my  dear  lord  1"  she  then  ox- 
datmed,  baatening  to  the  entfanoe  of  the  apartment ; 
B 


then  added  with  a  voice  ez 
— "  Pooh  1  it  is  but  Richard  Varney.' 

**  Ay."  madam,  said  Vamey,  entering  and  saluting 
the  lady  with  a  respectful  obeisance,  which  she  re- 
turned with  a  careless  mixture  of  negligence  and  of 
displeasure, "  It  is  but  Richard  Varney  t  out  even  the 
first  gray  cloud  should  be  acceptable,  when  it  lighten^ 
in  the  east,  because  it  announces  the  approach  of  tha 
blessed  sun." 

"How !  comes  my  lord  hither  to-night  1"  said  the 
lady,  in  joyful,  yet  startled  agitation  ;  and  Anthony 
Poster  caught  up  the  word,  and  echoed  the  questk>n. 
Varney  replied  to  ^he  lady,  that  his  lord  purposed  to 
attend  her,  and  would  have  proceeded  with  soma 
comphmenL  whep.  mnning  to  the  door  of  the  parlour, 
she  called  aloud.  Janet— Janet—come  to  my  tinng« 
room  instantly."  Then  returning  to  Vamey,  she 
asked  if  her  loid  seat  any  £u-ther  commendations  to 
her. 

"Tliis  letter,  honoured  madam,"  said  he,  taking 
,froni  his  bo8o*a  small  parcel  wrapt  in  scarlet  silk, 
'^and  with  it  a  token  to  the  Clueen  of  his  Affections.'' 
With  eager  speed  the  lady  hastened  to  undo  the  silken 
string  which  surrounded  the  little  packet,  and  failmg 
to  unloose  readily  the  knot  with  which  it  was  se- 
cured, she  again  called  loudly  on  Janet,  "  Bring  me  a 
knife— scissors— aught  that  may  undo  thta  envious 
knotr' 

"  May  not  my  poor  poniard  serve^  honoured  ma- 
dam," said  Vamey,  presenting  a  small  dngger  of  ex- 
quisite workmanship  which  hung  in  his  Turkey-leather 
swonUbelt. 

"  No.  sir,"  replied  the  lady,  rejecting  the  instruiaent 
which  he  offered—"  Steel  pomard  shall  cut  no  trae- 
love  knot  of  mine." 

"It  has  cut  manv,  however,"  said  Anthony  Foa- 
ler,  half  aside,  and  looking  at  Vamey.  By  this  time 
the  knot  was  disentanglcn  writhout  any  other  help 
than  the  neat  and  nimble  fingers  of  Janet,  a  siniply-* 
attired  pretty  maiden,  the  daughter  of  Anthony  Fos- 
ter, who  came  ranmng  at  the  repeated  call  of  her 
mistress.  A  necklace  of  orient  pearl,  the  oolh* 
panion  of  ^  perfumed  billet,  was  now  nastily  pro- 
duced from  the  packet.  The  lady  gave  the  one,  af- 
ter a  slight  glance,  to  the  charge  of  her  attAidant, 
while  she  read,  or  rather  devoured,  the  contents  ox 
the  other. 

,  "Surely,  ladv,"  said  Janet,  gazing  with  admira- 
tion at  the  neck-stiing  of  i^arls,  "  tne  daughters  ot 
Tyre  wore  no  fiiirer  neck-jewels  than  these— And 
then  the  posy,  '  For  a  neck  that  is  fairer,'— each  pearl 
IS  worth  a  freehold." 

"  F^ch  word  in  this  dear  paper  is  worth  the  whole 
strinft  my  girl- But  come  to  my  tiring-room,  girl ;  we 
must  be  brave,  my  brd  comes  hither  to-night.— He 
bids  me  grace  yoti^  Master  Varney^  and  to  me  his 
wish  is  a  law.— I  bid.  you  to  a  collation  in  my  bower 
this  afternoon,  and  you,  too,  Master  Foster.  Give 
orders  that  ail  is  fitting,  and  that  suitable  preparations 
be  made  for  my  lonTs  reception  to-nig^t."  With 
these  words  she  left  the  apartment. 

"She  takes  state  on  her  alreody,"  said  Vamey, 
*and  distributes  the  fiivour  of  her  presence,  as  if  she 
were  alreatly  the  partner  of  his  dignity.— Well— it  ia 
wise  to  practise  beforehand  the  part  which  fortune 
prepares  us  to  play— the  young  eagle  must  ^te  at 
the  sun,  ere  he  soara  on  strong  wing  to  meet  it." 

"  If  holding  her  head  aloft,''said  Foster, "  will  keep 
her  eyes  from  dazzling,  1  warrant  you  the  dame 
will  not  stoop  her  crest.  She  will  presently  soar  be- 
yond reach  of  my  whistle,  Master  Vamey.  I  promise 
you,  she  holds  me  alreadvm  siight  r««aid." 

"It  is  thine  own  fauJ^  thou  sullen  uninventhra 
companion,^'  answered  Vamey,  "who  know*st  no 
mode  of  control,  save downnghibmte-force.— Canst 
thou  not  make  home  pleasant  to  h^,  with  music  and 
tovs  7  Canst  thou  not  make  the  out-of-doora  fright- 
ful to  her,  with  takeof  goblins?— Iliou  Uvest  hers 
by  the  churchyard,  and  hast  not  even  wit  enough  Ui 
raise  a  ghost,  to  scare  thy  females  into  good  disci* 
pline." 

"  Speak  not  thus.  Master  Vamey,"  said  Foster  j 
"  the  living  I  fear  not,  but  I  trifle  not  nor  toy  with  my 
dead  neigtibours  of  the  churchyard.  I  promise  yxfu,  r. 
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reginrM  a  i^ood  heart  to  five  lo  near  it ;  w<9thy  Mas- 
ter Holdforth,  the  afternoon's  lecturer  of  Saint  An- 
tonlin'i^  had  a  sore  fright  there  (he  last  time  he  came 
to  visit  me." 

"  Hold  thy  superstitious  tongue,"  answered  Vamey ; 
*'and  while  thou  talk' at  of  visiting,  answer  me,  thou 
paltering  knave,  how  carae  Tressilian  to  be  at  the 
posttom-doorl" 

"  Tressilian !"  answered  Foster,  "  what  know  I  of 
VYesailian  1—1  never  heard  his  name." 

**  Whr*  villain,  it  was  the  verv  Cornish  chough,  to 
wfaom  old  Sir  Hugh  Robaart  d^dned  his  pretty  Amy, 
and  hither  the  hot-brained  fool  has  come  to  look  af- 
ter his  fair  runaway :  there  must  be  some  order  taken 
with  hun,  for  he  thinks  he  hath  wrong,  and  is  not  the 
mean  hind  that  will  sit  down  with  it  Luckily  he 
knows  not  of  my  lord,  bet  thinks  he  has  only  me  to 
dtal  with.  But  now,  jn  the  fiend'a  na^ie,  came  he 
Mtherr  ^ 

"  Why,  with  Buke  Lamboumei  an  yon  must  know," 
answered  Foster. 

*^Aj]d  who  is  Mike  Lamboumel"  demanded  Var- 
ney.  "  By  JEIeaven !  thou  wert  best  set  up  a  bush  over 
thy  door,  and  invite  every  stroller  who  passes  by,  to 
see  what  thou  ahouidst  keep  secret  even  com  the  sua 
and  air." 

"  Ay!  ay!  this  is  a  eourtlike  requital  of  my  service 
to  you,  Master  Richard  Vamey,"  replied  Foster. 
*'  Didst  thon  not  charge  me  to  seek  out  for  ihee  a  fel- 
kyw  who  had  a  good  sword,  and  an  unscrupulous  con> 
8060061  and  was  I  not  busying  myself  to  find  a  fit 
man-^for,  thank  Heaven,  my  acquaintance  lies  not 
amooisst  such  companions— when,  as  Heaven  would 
have  It,  this  tall  feUow,  who  is  in  all  his  qualities  the 
very  flashing  knave  thou  didst  wish,  came  hither  to 
fix  aoquainiance  ui>on  me  in  the  plenitude  of  his  im- 
pudence, and  I  admittepl  his  claim,  thinking  to  do  you 
a  pleasure--and  now  see  what  thanks  I  get  for  ois- 
gracing  myself  by  converse  with  him !" 

"  Ana  did  heT'  said  Vamey,  **  being  such  a  follow 
as  thyself  only  lacking,  I  suppoie,  thy  present  hnmour. 
efliypocnsy,  which  lies  as  thm  over  thy  hard  ruffianly 
heart  aa  gold  lacq\^r  upon  rusty  iron— did  hit,  I  say, 
bring  the  saintly,  sighing  Tressilian  in  his  tnun  V* 

"ThVcatne  together,  by  Heaven  1"  said  Foster; 
*'  and  Tressilian— to  speak  Heaven's  truth— obtained  a 
momknt'e  interview  with  our  pretty  moppet,  while  I 
waa  talking  apart  with  tAmbomrne.'' 

'* Improvident  villain!  we  are  both  undone,"  said 
Varney.  ^'  She  has  of  late  been  caatingmanv  a  back- 
ward look  to  her  father's  halla,  whenever  her  lordly 


lover  leaves  her  alone.    Should  this  preaching  fool 
L  to  her  old  perch,  we  were  but  lost 


whistle  her  badt  I 


"  No  fear  of  that,  my  master,"  reined  Anthony 
Foster:  "she  is  in  no  mood  to  stoop  to  his  lure,  for 
she  yelled  out  on  seeing  hhn  as  if  an  adder  had  stung 

'* That  is  |9ood.— Canst  thon  not  get  from  thy  daufl^- 
ter  an  inkling  of  what  passed  between  them,  good 
Foster  1" 

*'  I  ten  you  plain.  Master  Vamey,"  said  Foster,  "  my 
daughter  shall  not  enter  our  purpoeea,  or  walk  in  our 

Kins.  They  may  suit  me  wcu  enoiwh,  who  know 
w  to  repent  of  my  miadoings;  but  1  will  not  have 
my  child's  soul  committed  to  peril  either  for  your  plea- 
sure or  mv  lord's.  I  mavwalk  among  snares  and  pit- 
laus  myself,  because  I  have  discretion,  but  I  will  not 
trut  (he  poor  lamb  among  them." 

**  iVhy,  thou  suspicious  fool,  I  were  as  averse  as 
Ibou  art  that  thy  baby-foced  girl  should  enter  into  my 
plans,  or  walk  to  hefl  at  her  father's  elbow.  But  in- 
directly thou  mwhtst  gain  some  mtdligcnoeof  herl" 
And  so  I  did.  Master  Vamey,"  answered  Foster ; 
'*  and  she  said  her  lady  called  out  upon  the  sickibsasof 
her  father." 

"Good!**  replied  Vamey;  "that  is  a  faint  worth 
tatchmg,  and  I  wdl  work  upon  it  But  the  country 
must  be  nd  of  this  Tressilian— I  would  have  cumbered 
MO  man  about  the  matter,  for  I  hate  him  like  strong 

rMsou— his  presence  is  hemlock  to  me— and  this  day 
had  been  nd  of  him,  but  that  my  foot  slipped,  when, 
'«o  speak  trath,  had  not  thy  comrade  yonder  come  to 
mjr  aid,  axid  hekl  his  hand»  I  should  have  known  by 


this  tinse  whether  yon  aad  I  have  been  trssdios  the 
path  to  heaven  or  helL" 

And  you  can  speak  thus  of  such  a  risk !"  said 
Foster;  *'  You  keqi>  a  stout  heart,  Master  Varaeir— 
for  me,  if  I  did  not  hope  to  live  many  yearsu  ana  to 
have  time  for  the  great  work  of  repentance,  I  would 
not  go  forward  with  you." 

"01  thou  shalt  live  as  long  as  MethuselaL"  said 
Vamey,  ■* and  amass  as  much  wealth  as  Solomon ; 
and  thou  shalt  repent  so  devoutly  that  thy  repentant 
shall  be  more  famous  than  thy  villany,7-ana  that  is 
a  bold  word.  But  for  all  this,  TressiUan  must  ba 
looked  after.  Thy  ruffian  yonder  is  gone  to  dog  him. 
It  concerns  our  fortunes,  Anthony." 

"  Ay.  ay,"  sakl  Foster,  sullenly,  **  this  it  is  to  be 
leagued  with  one  who  knows  not  even  so  much  ol 
Scnpture,  as  that  the  labourer  is  worthy  of  his  hire, 
I  must,  as  usual  take  all  the  troable  and  risk." 

"Risk !  and  what  is  the  mi^ty  risk,  I  pray  you  T* 
answered  Vamey.  "  This  feUow  will  come  prowlins 
again  about  your  demesne  or  into  your  house,  and  u 
you  take  him  for  a  house-breaker  or  a  park-breaker,  is 
It  not  most  natunilyott  should  welcome  him  with  cold 
steel  or  hot  lead  1  Even  a  mastiff  will  pull  down  those 
who  come  near  his  kennel;  and  who  shall  blame 
himi" 

"Ay,  I  have  a  mastiiTs  work  and  a  mastiffs  wage 
among  you,"  said  Foster.  "  Here  have  you.  Master 
Vamey,  secured  a  good  freehold  estate  out  or  this  old 
supersutious.  foundation ;  andJ  have  but  a  poor  leass 
of  this  rosnaion  under  you,  voidable  at  your  honour's 
pleasure." 

"  Ay,  and  thou  wonldst  fam  oonvert  thy  lease-hold 
into  a  copv-hold— the  thing  may  chance  to  happen, 
Anthony  Foster,  if  thou  dost  ^ood  service  for  iL— But 
softly,  good  Anthony— it  is  not  the  lendiiu:  a  room  or 
two  of  this  old  house  for  keeping  my  lord's  pretty  pa- 
roquet—nay, it  is  not  the  shutting  thy  doors  and  win- 
dows to  keep  her  from  flying  off,  that  mav  deserve  it. 
Remember,  the  manor  and  tithes  are  ratea  at  the  clear 
annual  value  of  seventy-nine  pounds  five  shillings  and 
fiv^penoe  halfoenny,  besidos  the  vfdue  of  (he  wood. 
Come,  come,  thou  mnst  be  conseionable ;  great  and  se 
oiet  service  may  deserve  both  this  and  a  better  thing.— 
And  now  let  thy  knave  come  and  pluck  off  my  boots. 
—Get  us  some  dinner,  snd  a  cup  of  thy  best  wme.— 
I  must  visit  this  mavis,  brave  in  apparel,  unraffied  is 
aspect,  and  gay  in  tomper." 

Thetf  parted,  and  at  the  hour  of  noon,  which  was 
then  that  of  dinner,  they  again  met  at  then-  meal.  Var- 
ney gayly  dressed  uke  a  courtier  of  the  time^  and  even 
Anthony  Foster  unproved  in  appearanoe,  as  for  as 
dress  could  amend  an  exterior  so  unfavourable. 

This  alteration  did  not  escape  Vamey.  Wheo  ths 
meal  was  finished,  the  cloth  removed,  and  they  wera 
iett  to  their  private  discourse—"  Thou  art  gay  aa  ft 

goldfinch,  Anthony,"  said  Vamey,  looking  at  his 
ost;  "  methinks  thou  wilt  whistle  a  jig  anon— but  X 
crave  your  pardon,  that  would  secure  your  ejectioa 
from  the  congregation  of  the  zealous  botchers,  the 
pure-hearted  weavers,  and  the  sanctified  bakery,  of 
Abmgdon,  who  let  their  ovens  cool  while  their  brains 
get  heated." 

"To  answer  you  in  the  spirit.  Master  Varney,"  said 
Foster,  "  were-exciiss  the  parahle— to  fling  sacred 
and  i)recious  things  before  swine.  So  I  will  speak  to 
thee  in  the  language  of  the  wori(L  which  he,  who  is 
King  of  the  World,  tiath  taught  thee  to  understaitd, 
and  to  profit  by  in  ;io  common  measure." 

"  Say  what  diou  wik,  honest  Tony;"  replied  V^- 
ney ;  "  for  be  it  aocording  to  thine  absurd  faith,  or  ae* 
oorotng  to  thy  most  vulanous  practice,  it  cannot 
choose  but  be  rare  matter  to  qualify  this  cup  of  Ah* 
cant.  Thy  conversation  is  relishing  and  poignant,  and 
beats  caviare,  dried  neaf  s  tongue,  and  all  other  pro- 
vocatives that  give  savour  to  good  liquor." 

"Well,  then,  tell  me,"  said  Anthony  Foster, "  is  not 
our  good  lord  and  mastei's  turn  better  ser^'ed,  and 
his  antechamber  more  suitably  filled,  with  decent, 
Gkxl-fearing  men,  whb  will  work  his  will  and  their 
own  profit  quietly,  and  without  worldly  scandal,  than 
that  he  ahoukl  be  manned,  and  attended,  and  follow- 
ed by  such  opcndebancherannd  raffianly  swordsmen 
as  Tidesly,  Killigrew,  this  follow  Lambou^n^  tsl*oni 
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you  have  pat  me  to  seek  out  for  you,  and  other  such, 
1^  'bear  the  gallows  in  their  face  and  murder  in 
their  riKht  hand--*who  are  a  terror  to  peaceable  men, 
and  a  scandal  to  my  iovl's  service T' 

"Oh,  content  you.  eood  Master  Anthony  Foster/' 
answered  Vamey:  ne  that  flies  at  all  manner  of 
«ame  must  kdnp  aU  icinds  of  hawks,  both  short  and 
.  long- winKed.  The  coune  my  lord  holds  is  no  easy  one, 
and  he  must  stand  provided  at  all  points  with  tristy 
retainers  to  meet  each  sort  of  service.  He  mnst  have 
-faia  gay  courtier,  like  myself  to  raffle  it  in  the  pra- 
aenoe  chamber,  and  to  lay  hand  on  hilt  when  any 
spasks  in  dispanufement  of  my  lord's  honour"— 

^LAj"  ssid  Foster, "  and  to  whisper  a  word  for  htm 
into  a  fair  lady's  ear,  when. he  may  not  appxoa^  her 
himsettl" 

*'  Then/'  said  Vamey,  going  on  i^thout  appearing 
to  notice  the  Intemiption,^  he  must  have  his  lawyers 
>— iieep  subtle  pioneer»--to  draw  his  contracts,  his  pre- 
aontracta.  and  his  past-eontmets,  and  to  find  the  way 
•10  make  the  most  of  grants  of  church-lands,  and  com- 
mona,  and  licenses  m  monopoly— And  he  must  have 
phyaidans  who  can  spice  a  cup  or  a  caudle— And  he 
most  have  bis  eabalists.  Uks  Dee  and  Allan,  for  con- 
JHlrins  up  the  devil^And  he  must  have  rufflingewords- 
-man,  jnno  wooki  flght  the  devil  when  he  is  raised  and 
mt  the  wildest— And  above  alL^without  prejudice  to 
otheri^  he  roust  have  such  godly,  innocent  puritanic 
aouls  as  then,  honest  Anthony,  who  defy  Satan,  and 
do  his  woik  at  the  same  time." 

**  ITotf  would  not  say,  Master  Yarney,"  said  Foster, 
'  that  our  good  loiti  aiid  master,  whom  I  hold  to  be 
Italfilled  in  all  nobleness,  would  use  sut^  base  and 
ainAii  means  to  rise,  as  thy  4)eech  points  at  1" 

**TaB\it  man/'  said  Tamey.  "never  look  at  me 
with  so  sad  a  orow-^ou  trap  me  not— nor  am  I  in 
foor  power,  as  your  weak  brain  may  imagine^  foe- 
erase  I  name  to  you  freely  the  engines,  the  springs, 
the  screws,  the  tackle,  and  brace&  by  which  great 
men  rise  in  sturing  times.— Sayest  thou  our  good  lord 
is  fulfilled  of  all  nobleness?— Amen,  and  so  oe  it— he 
4ias  the  more  need  to  have  those  about  him  who  are 
u^iacrupuloua  in  his  service,  and  who,  because  they 
know  that  Ris  fall  will  overwhelm  and  crush  them, 
must  waser  both  Mood  and  brain,  soul  and  body,  in 
order  to  keep  him  aloft ;  and  this  I  tell  thee,  because 
I  care  not  who  knows  it." 

"You  speak  truth,  Master  Yamey,"  said  Anthony 
Foster;  ''^he  that  is  head  of  a  party,  is  but  a  boat  on 
a  wava  that  raises  not  itself  but  is  moved  upward 
by  the  billow  which  it  floats  upon." 

."  Hiou  art  metaphorical,  honest  Anthony,"  repfa'ed 
Vartiey ;  **  that  velvet  dottUet  hath  made  an  oracle 
of  the^— we  will  have  thee  to  Oxford  to  take  the  de- 
grees m  the  arts.— And,  in.  tho  meantime,  hast  thou 
arranged  all  the  matters  which  were  sent  fh>m  Lon- 
don, and  put  the  western  chambers  into  such  fashion 
as  may  answer  my  lord's  humourl" 

"Tbey  may  serve  a  king  on  his  bridal-day,"  said 
Anthony;  "and  I  promise  you  that  Dame  Amy  aits 
in  them  fonder,  as  proud  axid  gay  as  if  she  wen  the 
OueenofSheba." 

"  'Tis  the  better  good  Anthony,"  answered  Yar- 
neyi  "we  must  found  our  future  fortnnea  on  her 
good  liking." 

"We  build  on  aand  then."  said  Anthony,  Foster; 
"for  an^yposing  that  she  sails  awa/  to  court  m  all  her 
toid's  dignitv  and  authority,  how  is  she  to  look  back 
upon  me^  who  am  her  jailer  as  it  were,  to  detain  her 
h<sre  against  her  will,  keeping  her  a  caterpillar  on  an 
old  waH,  when  she  wauld  fmn  be  a  painted  butterfly 
m  a  court  garden  1" 

"  Fear  not  her  displeasure,  man/*  said  Vamey.  "  I 
wd.  ahow  her  that  all  thou  hast  done  in  this  matter 
waa  good  service,  both  to  my  lord  and  her ;  and 
when  she  chips  the  eggshell  and  walks  alono,  she 
shall  own  we  have  hatched  her  greatness." 

"Look  to  joursetf,  Master  Yamcy/'  said*  Foster, 
"yon  may  misreckon  foully m  this  matter— She  ^ve 
von  but  a  frosty  mception  this  morning,  and,  I  think, 
looks  on  you,  as  if  dl  as  nie,  with  an  evil  eye." 

*  You  mistake  her,  Foster— you  mistake  her  utter- 
qM^i  me  she  is  bound  by  all  the  ties  which  can 
secure  her  to  one  who  has  been  the  means  of  grati- 


fying both  her.  love  and  ambitkm.  Who  was  it  that 
took  the  obscure  Amy  Itobflart,  the  daughter  of  u 
impoverished  and  dotard  knight^the  destined  brioa 
of  a  moon-strack,  moping  enthusiast,  like  EdmmiA 
TressUian,  from  her  lowly  fates,  and  held  out  to  hsT 
in  prospecv  ^he  brightest  fortune  in  England,  or  per- 
chance in  Europe  1  Why,  man,  it  was  1— as  I  have 
often  told  thee-^hat  found  opportunity  for  thcjr 
secret  meetings— It  was  I  who  watched  the  wood 
while  he  beat  for  the  deer— It  was  I  who,  to  this  dayj 
am  blamed  by  her  family  as  the  companion  of  bar 
flight,  and  were  I  in  their  neighbourhood,  would  be 
fain  to  wear  a  shirt  of  better  stuff  than  HoUand 
linen,  lest  my  libs  should  be  acquainted  with  Spanish 
steel.  Who  carried  their  lettere?— I.  Who  amused 
the  old  knight  and  Tressilian?— I.  Who  plannsfl 
her  escape  7— it  was  I.  It  was  I,  in  short,  Dick  Yar- 
ney.  who  pidled  this  pretty  litde  daisy  fit>m  its  lowW 
neok,  and  placed  it  in  the  proudest  bonnet  in  Bri^nj" 

"Ay^  Master  Yamey/'  said  Foster,  "but  it  may  ha 
i^e  thinks,  that  had  the  matter  remamed  with  yon, 
the  flower  had  been  stnok  ao  slightly  into  die  cap^ 
that  the  first  breath  of  a  changeable  breeze  of  paasdoh 
had  blown  the  poor  daisy  to  the  common." 

"  She  should  consider,''^  said  Yamey,  smiling^  "tha 
tnM  faith  I  owed  my  lord  and  master  prevented  naa 
at  firet  fW>m  ooanselling  marriage— and  yet  I  dUl 
counsel  marriage  when  isaw  she  would  not  be  sa- 
tisfied without  the— the  sacrament,  or  the  ceremony 
-^which  callest  thou  it,  Anthony  T' 

"  Still  she  has  you  at  feud  on  another  score,"  saU 
Foaier ;  "  and  I  tell  it  you  that  vou  may  look  to  your- 
self in  time— She  would  not  hi$le  her  splendour  in 
thiadaik  lantern  of  anold  monastic  house,  but  wmdd 
fain  shine  a  countess  among  countesses." 

"Yery  natural,  verr  right,"  answered  Yamey  i 
"  but  what  have  i  to  do  with  that  7— she  may  shina 
through  horn  or  through  crystal  at  my  lonTs  plea- 
sure, I  have  nought  to  say  against  it" 

"  She  deems  that  you  have  an  oar  upon  that  aids 
of  the  boat,  Master  Yamey,"  replied  Foster,  "and 
that  you  can  pull  it  or  no,  at  your  good  pleasure.  In 
a  wonL  she  ascribes  the  secrecy  and  obscurity  in 
which  she  is  kept,  to  your  secret  counsel  to  my  ford* 
and  to  my  striet  agency;  and  so  she  loves  us  both  aa 
a  sentenced  manfoves  his  judge  and  bis  jailer." 

"  She  must  love  us  better  ere  she  leave  this  plao^ 
Anthony,"  answered  Yamev.  "  If  I  have  counsellim 
for  weighty  reasons  that  she  remam  here  for  a  sea- 
s«n,  I  can  also  advise  her  being  brought  forth  in  the 
foil  blow  of  her  dignity.  But  I  were  mad  to  do  so, 
holding  so  near  a  place  to  my  lord's  person,  were  she 
mine  enemy.  Bear  this  truth  in  upon  her  as  occasion 
ofTera,  Anthony,  and  let  me  alone  fbr  extolling  you 
in  her  ear,  and  exalting  you  m  her  opinion— Aa  mc^ 
Ira  (A«e— it  is  a  proverb  all  over  the  world— The  lady 
must  know  her  fHends^  and  be  made  to  judge  of  the 
power  they  have  of  beinfr  her  enemies— meanwhile, 
watch  her  strictly,  but  with  all  the  outward  observ- 
ance that  thy  rough  nature  will  permit,  "(is  an  ex* 
oollent  thing  that  sullen  look  and  bull-do^  humour 
of  thine ;  thou  ahouldst  thank  God  for  it  and  so 
should  nty  lord;  for  when  there  is  aught  harah  or 
hard-natured  to  be  done,  thou  dost  it  as  if  it  flowed 
from  thine  own  natural  doggedness,  and  not  fh>m 
orders,  and  so  my  ford  escapes  the  scandal— But, 
hark— some  one  knocks  at  the  gato— Look  out  at  the 
window— let  no  one  entei^this  were  an  ill  night  to 
be  interrupted.'* 

"  It  is  he  whom  we  spoke  of  before  dinner,"  said 
Foster,  as  he  looked  through  the  casement;  "it  is 
Michael  Lambourne." 

"  Oh,  admit  him,  by  all  means,"  said  the  coam^, 
"  he  oomes  to  give  some  account  of  his  guest— it  on> 
ports  us  much  to  know  the  movements  of  Edmund 
Tressilian— Admit  him,  I  say,  but  bring  him  not 
hither— I  will  oome  to  ynii  preaenUy  in  the  Abbotfs 
library.'* 

Foster  left  the  room,  and  the  courtier,  who  remam  • 
ed  behind,  paced  the  parlour  more  than  once  in  deep 
thought,  his  arms  folded  on' his  bosom,  until  at  length 
he  ^ve  vent  to  his  meditations  in  broken  woras^ 
which  we  have  somewhat  enlarged  and  connected, 
that  ^a  soliloquy  may  be  intelligible  to  the  readar. 


KENILWORTR. 


rciujp.vi: 


**'lls  tnie,**  he  said,  midclenly  stoppms,  and  resting 
Ins  right  hand,  on  the  table  at  which  they  had  been 
aittuiA  ]  this  base  churl  hath  fathomed  the  very  depth 
of  my  fear,  and  I  have  been  unable  to  diaguise  it 
firom  him.— She  loves  me  not— I  would  it  were  as 
true  that  I  loved  not  her!— Idiot  that  I  was,  to  move 
har  in'  my  own  behalf;  when  wisdom  bade  me  be  a 
true  broker  to  my  lord  t— And  this  fatal  error  has 
placed  me  more  at  her  discretion  than  a  wise  man 
would  willingly  be  at  that  of  the  best  piece  of  painted 
Eve's  flesh  or  them  aU.  Since  the  hour  that  my 
policy  made  so  penlous  a  sha  I  cannot  look  at  her 
without  fear,  and  hate,  and  fondness,  so  strangely 
mingledi  that  I  know  not  whether^,  were  it  at -my 
chmoe,  I  would  rather  poasess  or  rum  her.  But  slw 
must  not  leave  this  retreat  until  I  am  assured  on 
what  terms  we  are  to  stand.  My  lord's  interest— and 
•0  £ur  it  is  mine  own— for  if  he  sinks,  I  fall  in  his 
train— demands  concealment  of  this  obscure  mar- 
riage—and besides  I  will  not  lend  her  my  arm  to 
dimb  to  her  chaff  of  stat&  that  she  may  set  her  fi>ot 
on  my  neck  when  she  is  fairly  seated.  I  must  work 
an  interest  in  her,  either  through  love  or  throu^  fear 
--and  who  knows  but  I  may  jret  reap  the  sweetest 
and  best  revenge  for  her  former  scorn  ?— that  were 
indeed  a  masterpiece  of  court^like  art  I— Let  ms  but 
once  be  her  counsel-keepei^let  her  confide  to  me  a 
Mcret,  did  it  but  concern  the  robbery  of  a  linnet^s 
nest,  and,  fair  CountesS|  thou  art  mine  own  V*  He 
again  paced  the  room  m  silence,  stopped,  filled  and 
drank  a  cup  of  wine,  as  if  to  compose  the  sgitation 
of  his  mind;  and  muttering.  "  Now  for  a  dose  heart, 
and  an  open  and  unruffled  orow,"  be  left  the  apart- 
ment. 

CHAPTER  VI. 

The  <tewi  of  ■omiMr  night  did  feU, 

Th0  moon,  cweet  nsfent  of  the  sky, 
atfered  the  walls  of  Oaimior  Hall; 


And  I 


Kf  an  oak  that  crew  thertbf.* 


was  relieved  by  the  number  of  lie^ts  in  silver  soofnoea. 
which  hung  against  the  JvaJls,  and  by  six  large  and 
richly-framed  pictures^  by  the  fint  masters  of  the 
age.  A  massy  oaken  table,  placed  at  the  lower  end 
of  the  apartment,  served  to  accomi^odate  such  as 
chose  to  play  at  the  then  fieishionable  game  of  shovel- 
board  ;  and  there  was  at  the  other  end.  an  elevated . 
gallery  for  the  musicians  or  minstrels,  who  imf^i  br 
summoned  to  increase  the  festivity  of  the  evenmg. 
«  From  this  antechamber  opened  a  banqueting  roon 
of  moderate  aize,  but  brilliant  enough  to  daaole  tfai 
eyes  of  the  spectator  with  the  richness  of  its  fumituya 
The  walls,  lately  so  bare  and  ghastly,  were  now 
dothed  with  hangings  of  sky-blue  velvet  and  silver; 
^  ^  ""' »teb '  *^' — ~^  ~''        *' 


FoiTB  apartments,  which  occupied  the  western  side 
of  the  old  quadrangle  at  Cumnor-Place,  had  been 
fitted  up  with  extraordinary  splendour.  This  had 
been  the  work  of  several  days  prior  to  that  on  which 
our  story  opened.  Workmen  sent  from  London,  and 
not  permitted  to  leave  the  premises  until  the  work 
was  finished,  had  converted  the  apartments  in  that 
side  of  the  building,  from  the  dilapidated  appearanos 
of  a  dissolved  monastic  house,  into  ^e  semblance  of 
a  royal  palace.  A  mystery  was  observed  in  all  these 
arranflements :  the  workmep  came  thither  and  rs- 
tomea  by  night,  and  all  measures  were  taken  to  pre- 
vent, the  prying  curiosity  of  the  villagers  firom  ob- 
serving or  ipeeulating  upon  the  changes  which  were 
taking  place  in  the  mansion  of  their  once  indigent 
but  now  weslthy  neighbour,  Anthony  Foster.  Ao- 
cordingly^  the  secrecy 'desired  was  so  far  preserved, 
that  nothing  got  abroad  but  vague  and  uncertain  re- 
ports, ^iiich  were  received  and  repeated,  but  without 
much  credit  being  attached  to  them. 

On  the  evening  of  which  we  treat,  th^ew  and 
highly  decorated  smte  of  rooms  werek  for  the  first 
lime,  illuminated,  aiid  that  with  a  brilliancy  whidi 
might  have  been  visiue  half-a-doaen  miles  of^  had 
not  oaken  shutters,  carefully  secured  with  bolt  and 
padlock,  and  mantled  with  long  curtains  of  silk  and 
of  vdvet,  deeply  fHnged  with  gold,  prevented  the 
■luH^test  gleam  of  radianoe  from  oeing  seen  without 
.  Tlie  principal  apartments,  as  we  have  seen,  were 
Ibur  in  number,  each  opening  into  the  other.  Access 
was  given  to  them  by  a  large  scale  staircase,  as  they 
were  then  called,  of  unusual  length  and  height, 
which  had  its  landing-plate  at  the  door  of  an  ante- 
chamber, shaped  somewhat  like  a  gallery.  This 
npartment  the  Abbot  had  used  as  an  occasional  coun- 
cil-room, but  it  was  now  beautifully  wainscoted  with 
dark  foreign  wood  of  a  brown  colour,  and  bearing  a 
high  polish,  said  to  have  been  brought  from  the 
Weatem  InoiM,  and  to  have  been  wrought  in  London 
with  infinite  difficulty,  and  much  damage  to  the  tools 
of  the  workmen.    Tiie  dark  colour  of  this  finishing 

•Tliii  veiMla  tbs  eonasefloaiMBt  sf  the Mlsd aliwdy  «m- 
isd  ae  vhat  wmiitart  the  soveL 


the  chairs  were  orebony,  richly  carved,  with  c 

corresponding  to  the  hangings ;  and  the  place  of  the 
silver  sconces  which  aifightened  the  antedianibei; 
was  supplied  by  ahuge  chandelier  of  the  aame  precious 
metal.  The  floor  was  covered  with  a  Spanwi  fbotp 
cloth,  or  carpet,  on  which  flowers  and  finite  were  repi»> 
sen  tod  in  such  showing  and  natural  colours,  that  you 
hesitated  to  place  the  foot  on  such  exquisite  workman- 
ship. The  table,  of  dd  Enghsh  oak,  stood  ready 
covered  with  the  finest  linen,  and  a  large  portable 
court-cupboard  was  placed  with  the  leaves  ot  its  em* 
bossed  folding-doors  displayed,  showing  the  sbdves 
within,  decorated  i^th  a  lull  display  of  plate  and 
porcelain.  In  the  midat  of  the  table  stood  a  salt- 
cdlar  of  Italian  workmanship— a  beautiful  and  aplai- 
dld  piece  of  plate  about  two  feet  high,  moukM  into  a 
representation  of  the  giant  Briareus,  whose  hundred 
hands  of  silver  presented  to  the  guest  various  sorts 
of  BpiceSi,  or  condiments  to  season  their  Ibod  withai. 

The  thud  apartment  was  called  the  withdrawing^ 
room.  It  was  hung  with  the  finest  tapestry,  repre- 
senting the  fall  of  Phaeton  I  for  the  looms  of  Flan- 
ders were  now  much  occupied  on  dassieal  subjects 
llie  principal  seat  of  this  iwartment  was  a  chair  el 
state,  raised  a  step  or  two  from  the  floor,  and  large 
enough  to  contain  two  persons.  It  was  surmounted 
by  a  canopy,  which,  as  well  as  the  cushions,  sid^ 
cv^ains,  and  the  very  fbot-doth,  was  composed  ot 
cnuDdBon  velvet,  embroidered  with  seed-penrL  Oti 
the  toQ  of  the  canopy  were  two  coronets,  resemblinc 
those  of  an  earl  ana  countess.  Stools  covered  with 
vdvet,  and  some  cushions  disposed  in  the  Moorish 
fashion,  and  ornamented  with  Arabesque  needle- 
work, supplied  the  place  of  chairs  in  this  apartment, 
which  contained  musicd  instruments,  embroider 
frames,  and  other  articles  for  ladies'  paatime.  Besides 
lesser  lights,  the  withdrawing-room  was  illuminated 
by  four  tall  torches  of  virgin  wax,  each  of  which  wta 
placed  in  the  grasp  of  a  statue,  representing  sn 
armed  Moor,  who  held  in  his  left  arm  a  round  boek- 
ler  of  diver,  highly  polished,  interposed  betwixt  his 
breast  and  the  light,  which  was  thus  brilliantly  re- 
flected as  ftom  a  crystal  mirror. 

The  deeping  chamber  bdonging  to  this  splendid 
smte  of  apartments,  was  decorated  in  a  taste  less 
showy,  but  not  less  rich,  than  had  been  displayed  in 
the  others.  Two  silver  lamps,  fed  with  perfumed  oil, 
diffused  at  once  a  ddidous  odour  and  a  trembling 
twilight-seeming  shimmer  throiigh  the  aniel  apart- 
ment It  was  carpeted  so  thick,  that  the  heaviest 
step  could  not  have  been  heard,  and  the  bed,  richly 
heaped  with  down,  was  spread  with  an  ample  cover- 
let of  silk  and  gdd  t  from  under  which  peeped  forth 
cambric  sheets,  and  blankete  as  white  as  the  lambs 
whidi  yidded  the  fleece  that  made  them.  The  cur- 
tains were  of  blue  velvet,  lined  with  crimson  silk, 
deeply  festooned  with  gold,  and  embroidered  with  the 
loves  of  Cupid  snd  Psyche.  On  the  toilet  was  a 
beautiful  Venetian  minor,  in  a  firame  of  silver  filigree^ 
and  bends  it  stood  a  gold  poaset-dish  to  contain  the 
night-draught  A  pair  of  pistds  and  a  dagger, 
mounted  with  gold,  were  displayed  near  the  head  of 
the  bed,  being  the  arms  fi>r  the  night,  which  were 
presented  to  honoured  guests,  rather,  it  may  be  sup- 
posed, in  the  way  of  ceremony,  than  from  any^ap 
prehenswn  of  danger.  We  must  Aot  omit  to  mention, 
what  was  more  to  the  credit,  of  the  manners  of  the 
time,  that  in  a  small  recess,  illuminated  by  a  taper, 
were  disposed  two  hsssocks  of  vdvet  and  gold,  cor- 
reqMHiding  with  the  bed  fiunitnre^  before  a  desk  or 
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•mrvtd  ebony.  Thki  reeefls  hid  fonnerly  been  the 
vrivate  oratory  of  the  Abbot,  but  the  crucifix  was 
lemoved  and  instead,  there  were  placed  on  the  desk 
two  books  of  Common  Prayer,  richly  bound,  and  em- 
bossed with  alter.  With  ttus  eamble  sleeping  apart- 
ment,  which  was  so  for  removed  from  every  sound, 
save  lihat  of  the  wind  sighing  among  the  oaks  of  the 
park,  that  Moxpheus  nugfat  have  coveted  it  for  his 
own  proper  repose,  corresponded  two  wardrobes,  or 
dressing-rooms  as  they  are  now  termed,  suitably 
fiimiahed,  and  in  a  stvle  of  the  same  magnificence 
which  we  have  already  described.  It  ought  to  be 
added,  that  a  part  of  the  building  m  the  adjoinins 
winn;  was  occupied  by  the  kitchen  and  its  offices,  ana 
served  to  accommodate  the  personal  attendants  of 
the  great  and  wealthy  nobleman^  for  whose  use  these 
maffnifioent  prmrations  had  been  made. 

The  divinity  for  whose  sake  this  temple  had  been 
decorated,  was  well  worthy  the  cost  ana  pains  which 
had  been  bestowed.  She  was  seated  in  the  with- 
drawing-room  which  we  have  descrflied  surveying 
,  with  the  pleased  eye  of  natural  and  innocent  vanity, 
the  splendour  which  had  been  so  suddenly  created^ 
as  it  were  in  her  honour.  For,  as  her  own  residence 
at  Cumnor-PIace  formed  the  cause  of  the  mystery 
observed  in*  all  the  preparations  for  onening  these 
apartments,  it  was  sedulously  arrangea,  that,  untU 
she  took  possession  of  them,  she  should  have  no 
means  of  knowing  what  was  gomg  forward  in  that 
part  of  the  ancient  bdldmg,  or  of  exposing  herself  to 
be  seen  bv  the  workmen  engaged  in  the  decorations. 
She  had  beeiL  therefore,  introduced  on  that  evening 
to  a  part  of  the  mansion  which  she  had  nev^  yet| 
^  teen,  so  diflerent  fiom  all  the  rest,  that  it  appealed, 
m  eomparison;  like  an  enchanted  palace.  And  when 
MM  first  exammed  and  occupied  these  splendid  rooms, 
it  was  with  the  wild  and  unrestrained  joy  of  a  rustic 
teantv,  who  finds  herself  suddenly  invested  with  a 
fptendour  which  her  most  extravagant  wishes  had 
sever  imagined,  and  at  the  same  time  with  the  keen 
feeling  of  an  afiectionate  heart,  which  knows  that 
all  the  enchantment  that  surrounds  her,  is  the  work 
of  the  great  magician  Love. 

The  Countess^  Amy,  therefore,— for  to  that  rank 
she  was  exalted  by  her  private  but  solemn  union  with 
Bngland's  proudest  Earl,--had  for  a  time  flitted  has-, 
tily  from  room  to  room,  admiring  each  new  proof  of 
her  lover  and  her  bridegroom's  taste,  and  feelinf  that 
admiration  enhanced  as  she  recollected  that  all  she 
gazed  upon  was  one  conUnued  proof  of  his  ardent 
and  devoted  aflection.— "How  beautiful  are  these 
hangings  J*-How  natural  these  paintings,  which 
seem  to  contend  whh  life  I— How  richly  wrought  is 
that  plate^  which  looks  as  if  all  the  galleons  of  Spain 
had  been  intercepted  on  the  broad  seas  to  furnish  it 
forth !— And  oh,  Janet  f'  she  exclaimed  repeatedly  to 
the  daughter  or  Anthony  Poster,  the  close  attendant, 
who,  with  CQual  cariosity,  but  somewhat  lees  ecstatic 
joy,  followed  on  her  mistress's  fodtst«ps-'"0,  Janet ! 
how  much  more  delightful  to  think,  that  all  these 
fair  things  have  been  assembled  by  his  love,  for  the 
love  of  me  I  and  that  this  evening— this  very  evening, 
which  grows  darker  every  instant,  I  shall  thank  him 
niore  for  the  love  that  has  created  such  an  unima- 
ginable paradise,  than  for  all  the  wonders  it  contains." 

"  The  Lord  is  to  be  thanked  first,"  said  the  pretty 

Enritan,  ^  who  gave  thee,  lady,  the  kmd  and  courteous 
n^and,  whose  love  has  done  so  much  for  thee.  I, 
too,  Jiave  done  my  poor  share.  But  if  you  th^is  run 
wildly^m  room  to  room,  the  toil  of  mycrispiiigand 
my  cuRingpina  will  vanish  like  the  frost-work  on  the 
window  when  the  sun  is  high." 

'*  IHiou  sayest  true,  Janet,"  said  the  young  and  beau- 
tiful Countess,  stoppinff  suddenlv  ttoni  her  tripping 
race  of  enraptured  aelignt,  ^nd  looking  at  herself^from 
head  to  foot  in  a  larse  mirrof,  such  as  she  had  never  be- 
fore seen,  and  which,  indeed,  had  few  to  match  it  even 
in  the  Queen's  palace— "  Thou  sayest  true,  Janet !"  she 
imswered,  as  she  saw,  with  pardoh able  telf-applause, 
the  noble  mirror  reflect  such  charms  as  were  seldom 
presented  to  its  foii^  and  polished  surface;  **Ihave 
more  of  the  milkmaid  than  the  countess,  with  these 
cheeks  fluphed  with  haste,  and  all  these  brown  curls, 
which  /ou  laboured  to  bring  to  order,  straying  as  wild 


as  the  tendrils  of  an  mipnmed  vine— My  bllingmlTis 
chafed  too,  and  shows  the  neck  and  bosom  more  than 
IS  modest  and  seemly-^Come,  Janet— we  will  practice 
state— we  will  go  to  the  withdrawing-room,  my  good 
girl,  and  thou  shalt  put  these  rebel  locks  in  order,  and 
mipriaon  within  laoe  and  cambric  the  bosom  that 
beats  too  high." 

Tliey  went  to  the  withdrawmg  apartment  accord- 
mgly,  whers'the  Ckiuntess  plavfuJly  stretched  herself 
upon  the  pile  of  Moorish  cushions,  half  sitting  half 
rechninfli;  half  wrapt  in  her  own  thoughts,  half  Jistai- 
ing  to  the  prattle  of  her  attendant. 

While  ahe  was  in  this  attitude,  and  with  aooiree* 
ponding  expression  betwixt  listlessness  and  expects^ 
tfon  onher  fine  and  intelligent  features,  you  might  have 
searched  sea  and  land  without  findmg  any  thmg  hall 
so  expressive  or  half  so  lovslv.  The  wreath  of  hril* 
liants  which  mixed  with  her  dark  brown  hair,  did  not 
match  in  lustra  the  haxel  eye  which  a  light  brown  eye^ 
brow,  penciUed  with  exqnisite  delicacy,  and  long  ^e- 
lashes  of  the  same  colour,  relieved  and  shaded.  Tbm 
exerdse  she  had  just  taken,  her  excited  expectation 
and  gratified  vanity,  spread  a  glow  over  her  fine  fea* 
turea,  which  had  been  sometimes  censured  ^as  beanty 
as  wdl  as  art  has  her  mmnte  critics)  for  being  rather 
too  pale.  The  milk-white  pearls  of  the  necklace 
which  she  wore,  the  same  which  she  had  just  received 
as  a  true-love  token  from  her  husband,  wen  excelled 
in  parity  by  her  teeth,  and  by  the  colour  of  her  akin, 
saving  where  the  bhiao  of  pleaJsore  and  self-saiiafoctioa 
had  somewhat  stained  the  neck  with  a  shade  of  tight 
crimson.— "Now,  have  done  with  these  busy  fingers 
Janet,"  she  said  to  her  handmaiden,  who  was  still 
ofiScbnsly  employed  m  bringing  her  hair  and  her  drese 
mto  ordei^"Havie  don&  I  say— I  must  see  your  ftther 
ere  my  lord  arrives,  and  tdso  Master  Richud  Vamer. 
whom  my  lord  has  highly  in  his  esteefn— but  I  conU 
tell  that  of  him  wouldiose  him  fovoor." 

"O  do  not  do  so,  good  my  lady!"  replied  Janet; 
"  leave  hmi  to  God,  who  punishes  the  wicked  in  hit 
own  time ;  but  do  not  you  cross  Vamey's  path,  for  so 
thoroughly  hath  he  my  lord's  ear,  mat  few  have 
thriven  who  have  thwarted  his  courses." 

*^  And  from  whom  had  you  this,  my  most  righteous 
Janet?"  said  the  Countess  ;  **  or  why  should!  keep 
terms  with  so  mean  a  gentleman  as  V  amey,  being,  as 
I  am,  wife  to  his  master  and  patron  ?" 

"  Nay,  madam,"  replied  Janet  Foster,  '*ymir  lady- 
ship knows  better  than  I— But  I  have  heard  my  father 
say.  he  would  rather  cross  a  hungry  wolf,  than  thwart 
Richard  Yamey  in  his  projects— And -he  has  often 
charKed  me  to  nave  a  care  of  hokiing  commerce  with 
him.** 

"Thy  fether  said  well,  girl,  for  thee,"  relied  ths 
lady,  '*  and  I  dare  swear  meant  well.  Ih  is  a  pity, 
though,  his  face  and  manner  do  Uttle  match  his  true 
purpose— for  I  think  his  purpose  may  be  true." 

"Doubt  it  not,  my  lady,"  answered  Janets- 
*'  Doubt  not  that  my  father  purposes  wdl,  though  ne 
is  a  plain  man,  and  his  blunt  looks  may  belie  his 
heart.V   ^ 

"  I  will  not  doubt  it,  giri,  were  it  only  for  thy  sake ; 
and  yet  he  has  one  of  those  faces  which  men  tremble 
when  they  look  on— I  think  even  thy  mother,  Janet-^ 
nay,  hav^  done  with  that  pqkinff-iron--could  hardly 
looK.  upon  him  without  quaking." 

"  If  it  were  so.  madam,"  answered  Janet  Foster, 
"  my  mother  had  those  who  could  keep  her  in  ho- 
nourable countenance.  Why,  even  you,  my  lady, 
both  trembled  and  blushed  when  Vamey  brought  the 
letter  from  my  lord."     • 

"  You  are  boId,'damseI,"  said  the  Countess,  rismg 
from  the  cushnns  on  which  she  sate  half  inclined  in 
the  arms  of  her  attendant—"  Know,  that  there  are 
causes  of  trembling  which  have  nothing  to  do  with 
fear.— But,  Janet,'^  she  added,  immediately  relapsing 
into  the  good-natured  and  fafniliar  tone  which  was 
natural  to  her,  "  believe  me  I  wifl  do  what  credit  I 
can  to  your  father,  and  the  rather  that  you,  s^voet- 
heart,  are  his  child.— Alas  I  alas  T'^she  added,  a  sud- 
den sadness  passing  over  her  fine  features,  and  her 
eyes  filling  with  tears,  "  I  ought  the  rather  to  hold 
sympathy  with  thy  kind  heart,  that  my  own  noor 
father  i&  uncertain  of  my  fate,  and  they  say  hes  tiok 
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md  sorrowful  for  my  worthleeB  sake!— But  I  will 
SDOD  ^eer  him— the  news  of  my  happiness  and  ad- 
Tsnosment  will  make  him  yoong  again.— And  that  I 
ttMy  cheer  him  the  sooner,  —she  wiped  her  eyes  as 
she  spoke—"  I  must  be  cheerful  myself— My  lord 
Bust  not  fmd  me  insensible  to  his  kindnessk  or  sor- 
lowiul  when  he  snatches  a  visit  to  bis  recluse^  after 
s^  long  an  absence.— Be  merry,  Janet,— the  nig^t 
Wears  on,  and  my  lord  must  soon  arriTe.7-Call  thy 
iuher  hither,  and  call  Vamcnr  also— I  cherish  lesent- 
ment  against  neither;  and  tnoufi^  I  mav  have  some 
room  to  be  displeased  with  both,  it  shall  be  their  own 
fink  if  ever  a  complaint  lurainst  them  reaches  the  Earl 
tksoogh  my  means.— Call  them  hither,  Janet." 

Janet  Foster  obeyed  her  mistresst  and  in  a  few 
■umites  after,  V^mey  entered  the  witndra  wing-room 
with  the  graceful  ease  and  unclouded  firont  of  an  ac- 
oompliahed  courtier,  skilled,  under  the  veil  of  external 
pohleness,  to  disguise  his  own  feelings,  end  to  pens- 
Wmte  those  of  others.  Anthony  Foster  plodded  into  the 
^pHtment  after  him,-  his  natural  gloomy  vulgarity  of 
•apect  seeming  to  become  yet  mote  remaikaSle,  from 
his  clumsy  attempt  to  conceal  the  mixtuie  of  anxiety 
and  disUke  with  which  he  looked  on  her,  over  whom 
he  had  hitherto  exercised  so  severe  a  control,  now  so 
vJsndidly  attired,  and  deckdd  with  so  many  pledses 
OTthe  interest  which  she  possessed  in  her  husband's 
affections.  The  blundering  reverence  which  he  made, 
sather  ai  than  to  the  Countos^  had  oonfession  in  it- 
it  was  like  the  reverenoe  which  the  criminal  makes 
t»  thtf  judge,  when  he  at  onoe  owns  his  guilt  and  im- 
pleses  mercy,— which  is  at  the  same  time  an  impu- 
mmt  and  emuarrassed  attempt  at  defence  or  extenua- 
tion, a  oonfession  of  a  fault,  and  an  ^treatv  for  lenity. 

Vamey,  who,  in  right  of  bis  gentle  olood.  had 
pressed  mto  the  room  oefoie  Anthony  Foster,  knew 
letter  what  to  say  than  he,  and  said  it  with  more  as- 
surance and  a  better  grace. 

The  Countess  greeted  him  indeed  with  an  appear- 
ance of  cordiahty,  which  seemed  a  complete  amnesty 
far  whatever  she  might  have  to  complain  ofl  She 
rose  from  her  seat  and  advanced  two  steps  towards 
him,  holding  forth  her  hand  as  she  said,  "  Master 
Bichard  Varney,  you  brought  me  this  morning  such 
welcome  tidings^  that  I  fear  surorise  and  joy  made 
ne  ne^ect  my  lord  and  husband^s  chaise  to  receive 
you  with  distinction.  We  offer  you  our  band,  sir,  in 
fsoonciliation." 

"  I  am  unworthy  to  touch  it,"  said  Vamey,  dropping 
IQ  one  knee,  "  save  as  a  subject  honours  that  of  a 
srince." 

He  touched  with  his  lips  diose  fair  and  slender  fin- 
Jl^rs,  so  richly  loaded  with  rings  and  jewels ;  then 
using,  with  graceful  gallantnr,  was  about  to  hand  her 
10  the  chaif  of  state,  when  she  said,  *'  No,  mod  Mae- 
Isr  Richaid  Vamey,  I  take  not  my  place  there  until 
my  lord  himeelf  conducts  me.  I  am  for  the  present 
hut  a  disguised  Countess,  and  will  not  take  dignity  on 
me  until  authorized  by  him  whom  I  derive  it  from." 

"  I  trust,  my  ladyi'^^said  Foster,  "that  in  doing  the 
commands  of  my  lord  your  husband,  in  your  restraint 
tad  so  forth,  I  have  not  incurred  your  displeasure. 
seeing  that  I  did  but  my  duty  towaixis  your  lord  and 
mine ;  for  Heaven,  as  holy  writ  saith,  hath  given  the 
husband  supremacy  and  dominion^  over  tlie  wife— I 
think  it  runs  so,  or  something  like  it." 

"  I  receive  at  this  moment  so  pleasant  s  surprise. 
Master  Foster,"  a'uswered  theCounless,  "  that  1  can- 
not but  excuse  the  rigid  fidelity  which  secluded  me 
from  these  apartmcnta  until  they  had  assumed  an 
appearance  bo  new  and  so  apjendid." 

"Ay,  lady,"  said  Foster,  "  it  hath  cost  many  a  fair 
crown ;  and  that  more  may  not  be  wasted  than  is 
absolutely  necessary,  I  leave  you  till  my  lord's  arri- 
tal  with  good  Master  Richard  Vamey,  who,  as  I 
hink,  hath  somewhat  to  sav  to  you  from  your  most 
noble  lord  and  husband.— Janet,  follow  me  to  see 
that  all  be  in  order." 

*'No,  Master  Foster,"  said  the  Countess,  "  we  will 
your  daughter /emains  here  in  our  apartment ;  out  of 
ear-shot,  nowever,  in  esse  Varney  hath  ought  to  say 
10  me  from  my  lord." 

Foster  made  his  clumsy  reverence,  and  departed 
With  an  aspect  that  seemed  to  grudge  the  prol'use  ex- 


pense which  had  been  wasted  upon  changing  bis  houaa 
nom  a  bare  and  ruinous  grange  to  an  Asiatic  palace.- 
When  he  was  gone,  his  daughter  took  her  embroide- 
ry frame,  and  went  taestabCsh  herself  at  the  bottom 
of  the  spartment,  while  Richard  Vamey,  with  a  pro- 
foundly humble  courtesy,  took  the  lowest  stool  ha 
could  find,  and  placing  it  by  the  side  of  the  pile  oC 
cushions  on  which  the  countess  had  now  again  seat- 
ed hersejf;  sat  with  his  eyes  for  a  time  fixed  on  tho 
ground,  and  in  profound  siience. 

"I  thought,  Master  Vamey."  said  the  Countess, 
when  she  saw  he  was  not  likely  to  open  the  conver- 
sation, "that  you  had  somethmg  to  oommuaicata 
fh>m  mylord  and  husband ;  so  at  least  I  understood 
Master  Foster,  and  therefore  I  removed  my  waiting- 
maid.  If  I  am  mistaken,  I  will  recall  her  to  my 
side  {  for  her  needle  is  not  so  absolutely  perfect  in  tent 
and  cross-stitch,  but  what  my  supenntendenoe  is  ad- 
visable." 

"  Lady,"  sakl  Vamey,  *'  Foster  was  partly  mis- 
taken m  my  purpose.  It  was  not  /nmu  but  qf  your 
noble  husband,  and  my  approved  and  most  nobla 
patron,  that  I  am  led,  and'indeed  bound,  to  speak." 
The  theme  is  most  welcome,  sir,"  said  the  Coun- 
tess, "  whether  it  be  of  or  from  my  m>ble  husband. 
But  be  hneit  for  I  expect  his  hasty  approach." 

"  Biiei^,  then,  madam,"  replied  Vamey,  '*  and 
boldly,  for  my  argumeiu  requires  both  haste  and 
coiurage— You  have  this  day  seen  Tressihan  ?" 

"  I  have,  sir,  and  whatof  that  7"  answered  the  lady, 
somewhat  sharply. 

"Nothing  that  concerns  me,  lady,"  Vamey  replied 
with  humihty.  "  But,  think  you,  honoured  maoam, 
that  your  lora  will  hear  it  witheoual  equanbnityl" 

"And  wherefore  should  he  not?— To  me  alone waa 
TressiUan's  visit  embarrassing  and  painful,  for  ba 
bruught  neWa  of  my  good  father's  illness." 

"Of  vour  father's  illness,  madsml"  answered  Vap- 
ney.  *  It  must  have  been  sudden  then— very  sudden  i 
for  the  messenger  whom  I  desipatched.  at  my  lord's 
^mstance,  founa  the  good  knight  on  the  hunting  field* 
cheering  his  beagles  with  his  wonted  jovial  field- 
cry.  I  trust  Tressilian  has  but  forged  this  news— Ho 
hath  his  reasons,  madam,  as  you  well  know,  for  die 
quieting  your  present  happiness."  • 

"  You  dq  him  injustice,  Alaster  Vamey,"  replied  thi 
Countess  with  animation,—"  You  do  nun  much  in* 
justioe.  He  is  the  freest,  the  most  open,  the  moat 
gentle  heart  that  breathes.  My  honourable  lord  ever 
excepted,  I  know  not  one  to  whom  falsehood  is  mors 
odious  than  to  Tressilian." 

"1  crave  your  pardon,  madam,"  said  Vamey,  I 
meant  the  gentleman  no  injustice— I  knew  not  how 
nearly  his  cause  afiected  you.  A  man  may,  tn  some 
circumstances,  disi^uise  the  truth  for  fair  and  honest 
purpose ;  for  were  it  to  be  alwaya  spoken,  and  upon 
all  occasions,  this  were  no  world  to  live  in.'* 

"  Vou  have  a  courtly  conscience.  Master  Vamey," 
said  the  Coun^^ss,  "and  your  veracity  will  not,  I 
think,  interrupt  yourpreferment  in  the  world,  such  as 
it  is.— But  touchmg  Tressilian— I  must  do  him  justice^ 
for  I  have  done  him  wrong,  as  none  knows  better 
than  thou.  Tressilian's  conscience  is  of  other  mould 
—The  world,  thou  speakest  of  has  not  that  which 
could  bribe  him  from  the  way  of  troth,  and  honour  : 
and  for  living  in  it  with  a  soiled  famej  the  ermine  would 
as  soon  seeK  to  lodge  in  the  den  ot  the  foul  polecat. 
For  this  my  father  loved  him— For  this  I  woiUd  have 
loved  him— if  I  could— And  yet  in  this  case  he  had 
what  scorned  to  him,  unknowing  alike  of  my  mar- 
riage, and  to  whom  I  was  united,  such  powemil  rea- 
sons to  withdraw  me  from  this  place,  that  1  well 
trust  he  exagoeratod  much  of  my  father's  indi^osiiion, 
and  that  thy  better  news  may  oe  the  truer." 

"  Believe  me  they  are,  madam,''  answered  Vamey 
"I  pretend  liot  to  be  a  cliompion  of  that  same  noktx) 
virtue  called  troth,  to  the  veiy  outronce.  I  can  con- 
sent that  her  charms  be  hidden  with  a  veil,  were  i* 
but  for  decency's  sake.  But  you  must  think  lower 
of  my  head  and  heart,  than  is  due  to  one  whom  nij 
noble  lonl  deigns  to  call  his  friend,  if  you  suppose  J 
could  wilfully  and  unnecessarily  palm  upon  your  lady 
ship  a  falsehood,  so  soon  to  be  aetecteo,  in  s  matter 
which  concerns  your  happiness." 
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"Haster  Vamey/'  siOd  the  CounteM,  "  I  know 
that  my  lord  tsteems  you,  and  holds  vou  a  faithfiil 
and  a  jgood  pilot  in  those  seas  in  which  he  has  spread 
80  high  and  so  venturous  a  saiL  Do  not  suppose, 
therefore,  I  meant  hardk  by,  you,  when  I  spoke  the 
truth  in  TTessilian's  vindioation— I  am^  as  jrou  weU 
kno3v,  dountry-bred^and  like  plain  rustic  truth  better 
than  courtly  compliment ;  but  I  must  change  my 
fiishions  with  my  spliere,  I  presume." 

'*  True,   ma2huit,     said   Varney, .  smilii 

though  you  speak  now  in  jest,  it  wiU  not 

that  in  earnest  your  present  speech  had  some  connex- 
ion with  your  real  purpose.  A  courvdame— take  the 
most  noble—the  most  virtuous— the  most  unimpeach- 
able that  stands  around  our  Queen^  throne— would, 
for  example,  have  shunned  to  speak  the  truth,  or  what 
she  thought  such,  v^  praise  of  a  discarded  suitor,  be- 
fore the  aependant  and  confidant  of  her  noble  bus-, 
band." 


band  iiimself— before  the  whole  world  T 

"  And  with  the  same  openness,'^  said  Vamey, "  vour 
ladyship  will  this  night  tell  my  noble  lord,  your  hus- 
band, that  Tressiiian  has  discovered  your  place  of  re- 
sidence^ so  anxiously  concealed  from  the  world,  and 
that  he  has  had  an  interview  with  you  T* 

"  Unquestionably."  said  the  Countess.  "It  will  be 
the  first  thmg  I  tell  him,  together  with  every  word 
that  TVesailian  said,  and  that  I  answered.  I  shall 
speak  my  own  shame  in  thisi  lor  Tressilian's  re- 
proaches, less  just  than  he  esteemed  them,  were  not 
altogether  unmerited— I  mil  speak,  thereifore,  with 
pain,  but  I  will  speak,  and  speak  all." 

"Your  ladyship  will  do- your  pleasure^"  answeied 
Tuney ;  "  but  methinks  it  were  as  well,  smce  nothinj^ 
calla  for  so  frank  a  disclosure^  tb  spare  yourself  this 
JMM],  and  my  noble  lord  the  disquiet,  and  Master 
TVesailian,  smoe  bdike  be  must  be  thought  of  in  the 
matter,  the  danger  which  is  like  to  ensue." 

"  I  can  see  nought  of  all  these  terrible  conse- 
quences," said  the  lady,  composedly,  ^*  unless  by  nn- 
puting  to  my  noble  lord  unworthy  thoughts,  which  I 
am  sure  never  harboured  in  his  generous  heart."    ' 

"  Far  be  it  from  me  to  do  so,  said  Vamey.— And 
then,  after  a  moment's  silence,  he  added^  with  a  real 
or  anected  plainneee  of^  manuM",  very  different  from 
his  usual  smooth  courtesy—*'  Come,  madam,  1  will 
show  you  that  a  courtier  dare  speak  truth  as  well  as 
another,  when  it  concerns  the  weal  of  those  whom  he 
honours  and  regards,  ay,  and  although  it  may  infer 
his  oMoi  danger."— He  waited  as  if  to  receive  com- 
mands, or  at  least  permission,  to  go  on,^  but  as  the 
lady  remained  silent,  hepiDceeded,  bat  obviously  with 
caution.—"  Look  around  you,"  he  said,  "  noble  lady, 
and  observe  the  barriers  with  which  this  place  is  sur- 
rounded, the  studious  mystery  with  which  the  bright- 
est jewel  that  Endand  possesses  is  secluded  from  the* 
admiring  gaze.  See  with  what  rigour  your  walks  are 
oircumscnbed,  and  your  movements  restrained  atlthe 
beck  of  yonder  churlish  Foster.  Consider  aU  this^  and 
judge  for  yourself  what  can  be  the  cause." 

'HlIyloid'spleasarB,"  answered  theCountess]  "and 
I  am  bound  to  seek  no  other  motive." 

"  His  pleasure  it  is  mdeed,"  said  Yarney ;  "  and  his 
pleasure  arises, out  of  a  love  worthy  of  the  object 
which  inspires  it  But  he  who  possesses  a.  treasure, 
and  who  values  it,  is  oft  anxious^  Jn  proportion  to  the 
value  he  puts  upon  it,  to  secure  it  from  the  depreda- 
tiona  of  others." 

"\Miat  needs  all  this  talk,  Master  Vameyl"  said 
the  lady,  m  reply;  i^you  would  have  me  believe  that 
my  noble  lord  is  Jealoos— Suppose  it  true^  I  know  a 
sure  for  jealousy."^ 

"  Indeed,  madam  f  said  Vamey. 

"  It  is."  replied  the  lady,  "  to  speak  the  truth  to  my 
lord  at  all  times  $  to  hold  up  my  mind  and  my  thoughts 
before  him  as  pure  as  that  polished  mirror;  so  that 
when  he  looks  into  my  heart,  he  shall  only  see  his 
own  features  reflected  there." 

"I  am  mute,  madam,"  answered  Vamey:  "  and  as 
I  have  no  reason  to  grieve  for  Tressiiian,  who  would 
have  my  hearths  blood  were  he  able,  I  shall  zeoonrile 


occasioned  him  so  much  distress,  I  m^t  be  brought 
to  be  silent-^And  yet  what  will  it  avail,  since  he  was 
*  and  seen  by  Foster,  and  I  think  by  som»  one  else  7—1^ 
— '—  ^  no,  Vamey^  urge  it  no  more.  I  will  tell  the  whole 
matter  to  my  loid ;  and  with  such  pleading  for  Tres- 
siiian's  folly,  as  shall  dispose  my  lord's  generous 
heart  rather  to  senre  than  to  punish  him." 

"  Your  judgment,  madaAL"  said  Vamey,  "is  figtr  su- 
perior to  mine,  especially  as  you  may,  if  you  willjprova 
the  ice  before  you  atep  on  it,  by  mentioning  Tresa* 
lian's  name  to  my  lord,  and  obsoring  how  he  endures 
it.  For  Foster  and  his  attendant,  they  know  not  Tre»> 
silian  by  sight,  and  I  can  easily  give  them  some  iva* 
sonable  excuse  for  the  appearaoce  of  an  unknowtt 
stranger." 

The  lady  psused  for  an  instant,  and  then  replied, 
"  If;  Vamey,  it  be  indeed  true  that  Foster  knows  not 
as  yet  that  the  man  he  saw  was  Tressiiian,  1  own  I 
were  unwilling  he  should  leam  what  nowise  concerns 
him.  He  bears  himself  aheady  with  austerity  enough, 
and  I  wish  him  not  to  be  judge  or  privy-oouncillor  ui 
my  afTairs."  ' 

.  V  Tush."  said  Vamey,  "  what  baa  the  surly  groom 
to  do  with  your  ladyship's  concerns  ?— No  mora,  r 


myself  easily  to  whnt  mav  beffdl  the  gefitlemto,  hi 
consequence  of  your  frank  disclosure  of  his  having 
presumed  to  intrude  upon  your  solitude.— You,  who 
know  my  lord  so  much  better  than  I,  wiU  judge,  if  he 
be  likely  to  bear  the  insult  unavenged." 
,  "  Nay,  if  I  could  think  myself  the  cau?e  of  Tresst- 
Uan's  rum,"  said  the  Countess,—"  I  who  have  already 


ly,  than  the  ban-dog  which  watdies  his  court-yard, 
u  he  is  in  aught  distasteful  to  your  ladvship,  I  have 
interest  eooumi  to  have  him  exchanged  for  a  senei* 
chal  that  shaQ  be  more  agreeable  to  you." 

"Master  Vamey,"  sain  the  Countess,  "  let  us  drop 
this  theme—when  I  complain  of  the  attendan  ts  whom 
my  lord  has  placed  around  me,  it  must  be  to  my  lord 
him8elf.^Harkl  I  bear  the  trampling  of  horse— He 
comes !  he  comes !"  she  exclaimed,  jumping  up  ia 
ecstac^. 

"I  cannot  think  it  is  he,"  said  Vamey;  "or  that 
you  can  bear  the  tread  of  his  horse  through  the  close- 
ly mantled  casements." 

"  Stop  me  not,  Vamey— my  ean  are  keener  thaa 
thme— it  is  he !" 

"But,  madam }— but,  madam  1'*— exclaimed  Var- 
ney, anxiously,  and  still  placing  himself  in  her  wav^ 
"I  trust  that  what  I  have  spoken  in  humble  duty  and 
service,  wiU  not  be  tumed  to  my  ruin?- I  hope  that 
my  £uthful  advice  will  not  be  bewrayed  to  my  preju- 
dice 7— I  implore  that" 

"  Content  thee,  man— content  theef  said  the 
Countess,  "and  quit  my  skirt— you  are  too  bold  t« 
detam  me-Cantebt  thyseli^  I  think  not  of  thee." 

At  this  n«>ment  the  folding-doore  flew  wide  open, 
and  a  man  of  mi^estic  mien,  muflBed  in  the  folds  of  a 
long  dark  riding-doak,  entered  the  apartment. 


CHAPTER  VII. 


-  This  !■  h« 


yfho  rfdos  on  the  eomt-nle  ;  control!  its  tidea ; 
JCnowa  all  their  Mcret  inoalc  and  Altai  eddie« ; 
WlHUK  ftown  abaaoa,  and  whoM  amito  axaltti 
Ha  shiiMa  like  any  rainboir— aiid.  perobaoea, 
Ria  ooloun  are  aa  tranaionL— OU  Puf. 

There  was  some  little  displeasure  and  confusioii 
on  the  Countess's  brow,  owing  to  her  striiggte  witli 
Vamey's  pertinacity ;  but  it  was  exchanged  for  an  ex- 
pression of  the  purest  joy  and  affection,  as  she  threw 
herself  into  the  arms  of  the  noble  stranger  who  en  tap- 
ed, and  clasping  him  to  her  bosom,  exclaimed,  "  At 
length— at  length  thou  art  come !" 

Vamey  discreetly  withdrew  as  his  lord  entered,  and 
Janet  was  about  to  do  the  same,  when  her  mistroas 
signed  to  her  to  remain.  She  took  her  place  at  the 
farther  end  of  the  apartment,  and  continued  standing, 
as  if  ready  for  attendance. 

Meanwhile  the  Earl,  for  he  was  of  no  inferior  rank, 
returned  his  lady's  caress  with  the  most  ailebtiouaie 
ardour,  but  affected  to  resist  when  she  strove  to  take 
4us  cloak  from  him. 

"  Nay  "  she  said,  "  but  I  will  nnmantie  vour-I  must 
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wee  if  yum  htve  kept  your  word  to  me,  and  come  as 
the  great  Earl  men  call  thee,  and  not  as  heretofore 
fike  a  private  cavalier." 

"  Thou  art  like  the  rest  of  the  world,  Amy,"  said 
the  EarL  suffering  her  to  prevail  in  the  playral  eon- 
test:  *'tne  jewels,  and  feathers,  and  sQk,  are  more 
to  tnem  than  the  man  whom  thev  adorn— many  a 
poor  blade  looks  gay  in  a  velvet  scabbard." 

**  But  so  cannot  men  say  of  thee,  thou  noble  Earl," 
said  his  lady,  as  the  cloak  dropped  on  the  floor,  and 
showed  him  dressed  as  princes  when  they  ride  abroad ; 
*'  thou  art  the  good  and  well-tried  steel  whose  inly 
worth  deserves,  yet  disdains,  its  outward  ornaments. 
Do  not  think  Amy  can  love  thee  better  in  this  glori- 
ous garb,  than  she  did  when  she  gave  her  heart  to 
him  who  wore  the  russet-brown  cloak  in  the  woods 
of  Devon." 

*'  And  thou  too."  said  the  Earl,  as  graoeftilly  and 
majestically  he  lea  his  beautiiul  countess  towards  the 
dhair  of  state  which  was  prepared  for  them  both, — 
**  thou  too,  my  love,  hast  donned  a  dress  which  be- 
comes thy  rank,  though  it  cannot  improve  thy  beauty. 
What  think' St  thou  of  our  court  taste?" 

The  lady  cast  a  sidelong  glance  upon  the  great  mir- 
ror as  thev  passed  it  by,  and  then  said,  **  I  Know  not 
how  it  is,  out  I  think  not  of  ray  own  person,  while  I 
look  at  the  reflection  of  thine.  Sit  thou  there^"  she 
said,  as  they  approached  the  chair  of  state.  *'like  a 
thing  for  men  to  worship  and  to  wonder  at" 

"Ay,  love,"  said  the  Earl,  "  if  thon  wilt  share  my 
state  with  me." 

'*Not  so,"  said  the  Countess;  "I  will  sit  on  this 
footstool  at  thy  feet,  that  I  may  spell  over  thy  splen- 
dour, and  learn,  for  the  first  time,  how  princes  ate 
attired." 

And  vrith  a  childish  wonder,  whieh  her  yooth  and 
rustic  education  rendered  not  only  excusable  but  be- 
coming, mixed  as  it  was  with  a  delicate  show  of  the 
most  tender  conjugal  aflfectwn,  she  examined  and 
admired  from  head  to  foot  the  noble  form  and  prince- 
ly attire  of  him,  who  formed  the  proudest  ornament 
of  the  court  of  England's  Maiden  Queen,  renowned 
as  it  was  for  splenclid  courtiers,  as  well  as  for  wise 
counsellors.  Regardi ng  afTectionatelir  his  lovely  bride, 
and  gratified  by  her  uiurepressed  admiratioiu  the  dark 
eye  and  noble  features  of  the  Earl  expressed  passions 
more  gentle  than  the  commanding  and  aspinng  look 
which  usually  sate  upon  his  broad  forehead,  and  in 
.  trie  piercing  brilliancy  of  his  dark  eye;  and  he  smiled 
at  the  simplicity  which  dictated  the  questiens  she  put 
to  him  ooncemuig  the  various  ornaments  with  which 
he  was  decoratedT 

"  The  embroidered  strap,  as  thou  cailest  it,  around 
my  knee,"  he  said,  "  is  the  English  (barter,  an  orna- 
ment which  kings  are  proud  to  vi^ear.  See.  here  is 
the  star  which  belongs  to  it,  and  here  the  Diamond 
Georg^  the  jewel  of  tne  order.  You  have  heard  how 
King  jSdwaiftl  and  the  Ck>unte8s  of  Salisbury" 

**0, 1  know  all  that  tale,"  said  the  Countess,  slight- 
ly blushing,  "  and  how  a  lady's  garter  became  the 
proudest  bad«e  of  English  chivalry." 

"Even  so,"  said  the  Earl;  "and  this  most  hon-' 
onrable  Order  I  had  the  good  hap  to  receive  at  the 
same  time  with  three  most  noble  associates,  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  the  Marquis  of  Northampton,  and 
the  Earl  of  Rutland.  I  was  tjie  lowest  of  the  four  in 
rank— but  what  then  7— he  that  climbs  a  ladder  must 
begin  at  the  first  round.** 

"  But  this  other  fair  collar,  so  richly  wrought,  with 
some  jewel  like  a  sheep  hung  by  the  middle  attached 
toitt  what,"  said  the  young  Countess,  "does  that 
emblem  signify?" 

•*This  collar,"  said  the  Earl,  "with  its  double  fii- 
siUes  interchanged  with  these  knobs,  which  are  sup- 
l>oeed  to  present  fiint-stones,  sparkling  with  fire,  and 
sustaining  the  jewel  you  inquire  about,  is  the  badge 
of  the  noole  Older  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  once  apper-. 
laining  to  the  House  of  Burgundy.  It  hath  high 
•  pnvileges,  my  Amy,  belonging  to  it,  this  most  noble 
Ordef ;  for  even  the  king  of  Spain  himself;  who  hath 
now  succeeded  to  the  honours  and  demesnes  of  Bur- 
gundy, may  nut  sit  in  judgment  upon  a  knight  of  the 
Golden  Fleece,  unless  by  assistance  and  consent  9( 
the  Great  Chapter  of  the  Order." 


"And  is  this  an  Order  bebngiag  to  the  cruel  king 
of  Spain?"  saki  the  Countess.  ^*A1bs!  my  noble 
lord,  that  you  will  defile  your  noble  English  breast 
by  bearing  such  an  emblem!  Bethink  you  of  the 
most  unhappy  Queen  Manr's  days,  when  this  same 
Philip  hekl  sway  with  her  m  England,  and  of  tlie 
piles  which  were  built  for  our  noblest,  and  our  wisest, 
and  our  most  truly  sanctified  prelates  and  divines>- 
And  will  you,  whom  men  call  the  standard-bearer  of 
the  true  Protestant  fkith,  be  contented  to  wear  tlie 
emblem  and  mark  of  mica  a  Romish  tyrant  as  he  ef 


'*0,  content  vou,  my  kwe,"  answered  the  Eari; 
"  we  who  spread  our  sails  to  gales  of  court  favour, 
cannot  always  display  the  ensigns  we  love  the  best, 
or  at  all  times  refuse  sailing  under  colours  which  we 
like  not.  Believe  me,  I  am  not  the  less  good  Protes- 
tant, that  for  policy  I  must  accept  the  honour  offered 
me  by  Spain,  in  admitting  me  to  this  his  highest 
order  of  knighthood.  Besidea,  it  belongs  properly  to  ! 
Flanders;  and  Egmont,  Orange,  and  otnere,  have 
pride  in  fljeeing  it  displayed  on  an  English  bosom."        I 

"  Nay.  niylord,  you  xnow  your  own  path  best** 
replied  the  Countess.— "And  this  other  coUar,  to  what 
ooantry  does  this  fan*  jewel  belong?" 

"To  a  very  ooor  one,  my  love,^  replied  the  Earti  ■ 
**  this  is  the  Order  of  Saint  Andrew,  revived  by  th« 
last  James  of  Scotland.  It  was  bestowed  on  me 
when  it  was  thought  the  young  widow  of  France 
and  Scotland  would  gladly  have  wedded  an  Endish 
baron;  but  a  free  coronet  <rf^  England  is  worth  a 
crown  matrimonial  held  at  the  humour  of  a  woman, 
and  owning  only  the  poor  rocks  and  bogs  of  the 
north." 

The  Countess  paused,  as  if  what  the  Eari  last  said 
had  excited  some  pain]^  but  interesting  train  el 
thought ;  and,  as  mp  etui  remained  silent,  her  hua- 
bandproceeded. 

"  And  now,  loveliest,  your  wish  is  gratified,  and 
you  have  seen  your  vassal  in  such  of  nis  trim  array 
as  accords  with  riding  vestments ;  for  robes  of  state 
and  coronets  are  only  for  princely  halts." 

"Well,  then,"  said  the  Coun«sss,  "my  gratified 
wish  has,  as  usual,  gtvfen  rise  to  a  new  One." 

"And  what  is  it  thou  canst  ask  that  I  can  deny?' 
said  the  fond  husband. 

"  I  wished  to  see  my  Earl  visit  this  obscure  nni 
secret  bower,"  said  the  Countess,  "in all  his  prinoelr 
array :  and  now,  methinks,  I  long  to  sit  in  one  of  h»i 
princely  halls,  and  see  him  enter  dressed  in  sobrr 
russet,  as  when  he  won  poor  Amy  Robsart's  hc^art' 

"That  is  a  wish  easily  granted,"  said  the  Earl-* 
"  the  sober  russet  shall  be  donned  to-morrow,  if  yoi 
wiU."       - 

"  But  shall  I,"  aaid  the  lady,  /'  go  with  you  to  one 
of  your  castles,  to  see  how  the  richness  of  vonr  dwell- 
ing will  oorrespoTid  with  your  peasant  haoit  ?" 

^*  Why,  Amy,"  said  the  Kari,  looking  around,  "are 
not  these  apartments  decorated  with  sufficient  splen- 
do|ir?  I  gave  the  most  unbounded  order,  and.  mo 
thmks,  it  has  been  indifferently  well  obeyed-— but  if 
thou  canst  tell  me  aught  which  remains  to  be  done, 
I  will  instantly  give  du«ction."  « 

"  Nay,  my  lord,  now  you  mock  me,"  replied  the 
Countess ;  ''the  gayety  of  this  rich  lodging  exceeds  my 
imagination  as  much  as  it  does  my  desert.  But  shaQ 
not  your  wife^  my  love— at  least  one  day  soon— be 
surrounded  with  the  honour,  which  arises  neither 
fh>m  the  toils  of  the  mechanic  who  decks  her  apart- 
ment, nor  from  the  silks  and  jewels  with  which  yom 
generosity  adorns  her,  but  which  is  attached  to  her 
place  among  the  matronage,  aa  the  avowed  vnfe  ul 
England's  noblest  Earl  ?'* 

*MOne  day?"  sajd  her  husband,— "Yes,  Amy,  my 
love,  one  day  this  shall  surely  happen;  and,  believe* 
me,  thou  canst  not  wish  for  that  day  more  fondly 
than  I.  With  what  rapture  could  I  retire  from  In- 
boure  of  state,  and  cares  and  toils  of  ambition,  to 
spend  my  life  in  dignity  and  honour  on  my  own  broad 
domains,  with  thee,  my  lovely  Amy,  for  my  fiiend  end 
companion!  But,  Amy,  this  cannot  vet  be;  and 
these  dear  but  stolen  interviews,  are  all  1  can  give  to 
the  loveliest  and  the  best  beloved  of  her  sex." 

"  But  vttv  can  it  not  heV  urged  the  Counless,  o 
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the  «ofieM  touBS  of  perauHion,— "  Why  ean  it  not  im* 
mediately  take  place— this  more  perfect,  this  unincer- 
ivpted  unioiv  for  whidi  yoa  say  you  wish,  and  which 
the  laws  of  God  and  man  alike  qommand  !-~Ah !  did 

Sni  buLdesire  it  half  aa  much  as  you  aay,  mishty  and 
voored  as  you  are.  who,  or  ¥Fhat,  should  Bar  your 
attaining  your  wish  iP 

The  Earl's  brow  was  overcast 

"Amy,"  he  said,  "  you  speak  of  what  you  under- 
•iand  not.  We  that  toil  in  courts  are  hke  those  who 
dmb  a  mountain  of  loose  sand—we  dare  make  no 
lialt  until  some  projecting  rock  aiTonl  us  a  secure 
iaoUTM  and*restinc-place— if  we  pause  sooner,  we 
ilifte  &wn  by  our  own  weight,  aik  object  of  uniTersal 
^  derision.  I  stand  hj^,  but  1  stand  not  secure  enough 
19  follow  my  own  inclmation.  To  declare  my  mar- 
riage, were  to  be  the  artificer  of  my  own  ruin.  But, 
beteve  me^  I  will  reach  a  potnt.  and  that  speedily, 
when  I  can  do  justice  to  thee  and  to  my8el£  Mean- 
time, poison  not  the  bljss  of  the  present  moment,  by 
desinng  that  which  cannot  at  present  be.  Let  ma 
rather  know  whether  all  here  is  managed  to  thy 
liking.  Uow  does  Foster  bear  hhnself  to  you  1— in 
all  tilings  respectful,  I  trust,  else  the  Mow  shall 
dearly  me  it." 

"He  reminds  me  sometimes  of  the  necessity  of 
this  privacy,'*  answered  the  lady,  with  a  sigh ;  *^but 
that  is  reminding  me  of  your  ^noshes,  and  therefore, 
I  am  rather  hound  to  him  than  dia|M>sed  to  blame 
mm  for  iL" 

"I  have  told  you  the  stem  necessity  which  is  imon 
IB."  replied  the  Eari.  "  Foster  is,  I  note,  somewhat 
■ullen  of  mood,  but  Varney  warranta  to  me  his  fideli- 
tf  and  devotion  to  my  service,  tf  thou  hast  aught, 
however,  to  complain  of  the  mode  in  which  he  di»- 
duraes  his  duty,  he  shall  abye  it." 

'OLl  have  nought  to  complain  o£"  anav^ered  the 
laor.  *'so  he  dischargee  his  task  with  ikielity  to  you; 
m  baa  daughter  Janet  is  the  kindest  and  best  com- 
panion of  my  solitude— her  little  air  of  pzecisioii  sits 
10  well  upon  her  1" 

"  Is  she  indeed  1"  said  the  Earl ;  **  she  who  gives 
fon  pleasure,  must  nat  pass  unrewarded.— Gome 
^heri  damecl." 

"  Janet,"  seid  the  lady,  "  come  hither  to  my  lord." 

Janet,  who,  as  we  already  noticed,  had  discreetly 
letired  to  some  disunce,  that  her  presence  might  be 
no  check  upon  the  private  conversation  of. her  lord 
and  lady,  now  came  forward ;  and  as  she  made  her 
reverential  curtsy,  the  Earl  could  not  avoid  smiling 
at  the  contrast  which  the  extreme  simplicity  of  bar 


diess,  and  the  prim  demureness  of  her  looks  made, 
with  a  very  pretty  countenance  and  a  pair  of  black 
eyes,  that  laughed  in  opite  of  their  mistresses  desire  to 
look  grave. 

"  I  am  bound  to  you^  pretty  damsel,''  saul  the  ^rl, 
"for  the  contentment  which  your  service  hath  given 
to  this  lady."  As  he  said  this,  betook  from  his  trnger 
a  ring  of  some  price,  and  ofTered  it  to  Janet  Foster, 
adding,  *'  Wear  this,  for  her  sake  and  for  mine." 

"  1  am  well  pleased,  my  lord,"  answered  Janet, 
demurely,  "  that  my  poor  service  hath  {(ratified  my 
lady,  whom  no  one  can  draw  nigh  to^without  desi- 
ring to  please ;  but  we  of  the  preciou^Iaster  Hold- 
forth's  congregatwn,  seek  not,  like  the  gay  daughters 
of  this  world,  to  twine  gold  around  our  fingora,  or 
wear  stones  upon  our  necks,  like  the  vain  women  of 
Tyre  and  of  Sidon." 

0,  what!  you  are  a  grave  professor  of  the  pre- 
oee  msterbood,  pretty  Mrs.  Janet,"  said  the  Earl, 
.  and  I  think  your  father  is  of  the  same  congregation 
ui  siaoerity  7  I  like  you  both  the  better  for  it;  for  I 
have  been  i^rayed  for,  and  wished  well  to,  in  vour 
congregations.  And  you  may  the  better  anord  the 
l8ck  of  ornament,  Mrs.  Janet  because  your  fingers 
ue  aknder,  and  your  neck  white.  But  here  is  what 
neiiher  papist  nor  puritan,  latitudinarian  nor  pre- 
onan,  ever  boggles  or  makes  mouths  aL  B'en  take 
tt)  niv  girl,  and  employ  it  as  you  list." 

.So  saying^  he  put  into  her  hand  five  broad  gold 
PiecM  of  Philip  and,  Mary. 

I  would  not  acclrot  this  gold  neither/'  sakl  Janet, 

bat  that  1  hope  to  nnd  a  use  for  it,  which  will  bring 

tUeeaag  on  us  all"  ,      . 


'*  Even  \Ae^m  thvself,  pretty  Janet"  said  the  Earl, 

and  I  shall  be  well  satisfied— And  I  prithee  let  them 
hasten  the  evening  collation." 

**I  have  bidden  Master  Varney  and  Master  Foster 
to  sup  with  us,  my  lord."  said  the  Countess,  as  Janet 
retanv  to  obey  the  Earl's  commands;  "has  it  youf 
approbation  1 ' 

'*  What  you  do  ever  must  have  so.  my  sweet  Amy," 
replied  her  husband i  "and  I  am  the  hetter  pleased 
thou  hast  done  them  this  grace,  because  Richard  Var- 
ney is  ihy  sworn  man.  and  a  dose  brother  of  my  se- 
cret council ;  and  for  the  present,  I- must  needs  repose 
much  trust  in  this  Anthony  Foster." 

"I  hod  a  boon  to  beg  of  thee,  and  a  secret  to  tell 
thee,  my  dear  lord,"  said  the  Countess,  with  a  falter- 
ing accent. 

^'  Let  both  be  for  to-morrow,  my  love,"  replied  the 
Earl.  "I  see  they  open  the  folding-doors  into  the 
banqueting,  parlour,  and  as  I  have  ridaen  far  and  fest, 
a  cup  of  wine  will  not  be  unacceptable." 

So  saying  he  led  his  lovely  wife  into  the  next  apart- 
ment, where  Varney  and  Foster  received  them  with 
the  deepest  reverenoea,  which  the  firet  paid  after  the 
feahbn  of  the  court  arid  thcsecond  after  that  of  the 
congregation.  The  Earl  returned  their  salutation  with 
the  negligent  courtesy  of  one  long  used  to  such  ho- 
msge;  while  the  Countess  repaid'^it  with  a  punctSi- 
ous  solicitude^  which  showed  it  waa  not  quite  so  fa- 
miliar to  her. 

The  banquet  at  which 'the.  rompany  seated  them- 
selves^ corresponded  in  magnificence  with  the  splen- 
dour of  the  apartment  in  which  it  was  served  up,  but 
no  domesdc  gave  his'attendanoe.  Janet  alone  stood 
ready  to  wait  upon  the  company :  and,  indeed,  the' 
board  waa  so  well  supplied  with  all  that  could  be  de- 
sired, that  tittle  or  no  assistafice  was  necessary.  The 
Earl  and  his  lady  occupied  the  upper  end  of  the  tables 
and  Varney  and  Foster  sat  beneath  the  salt,  as  was 
the  custoni  with  inferioi^  The  latter,  overawed  per- 
haps by  society  to  which  he  was  altogether  unused, 
did  not  utter  a  single  syllable  during  the  repast ;  while 
Varney,  with  great  tact  and  discernment;  sustained 
just  so  much  ojf  the  conversation,  as,  without  the  ap- 
pearance of  mtrusion  on  his  part,  prevented  it  from 
languishing,  and  maintained  the  good-humour  of  ttie 
Earl  at  the  highest  pitch.  Thia  man  was  indeed 
highly  qualified  by  nature  to  dischar^  the  part  in 
which  he  found  himself  placed,  being  discreet  and  cau- 
tious on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other,  quick,  keen- 
witted, and  imaginative ;  so  that  even  the  Countess, 
prejudiced  as  she  was  against  him  on  many  accounts, 
felt  and  enjoyed  his  powers  of  convereation,  and  was 
more  disposed  than  she  had  ever  hitherto  found  her- 
self, to  join  in  tAe  praises  which  the  Earl  lavished  on 
his  favourite.  The  hour  of  rest  at  length  arrived ;  the 
Earl  and  Countess  retired  to  their  apartment,  and  all 
was  silent  in  the  castle  for  the  rest  of  thenighi. 

Early  on  the  ensuing  morning,  Vitmey  acted  as 
the  Earl's  chamberlain  as  well  as  bis  master  of  horse, 
though  the  latter  was  his  proper  oflice  m  that  mag- 
nificent household,  where  knights  and  gentlemen  of 
good  descent  were  well  contented  to  hold  such  menial 
situations,  as  nobles  themselves  held  in  that  «r  the 
sovereign.    The  duties  of  each  of  these  charges  were 


fuTto  him  in  adversity,  had  afterwards  contrived  to 
render  himself  no  less  useful  to  him  in  his  rapid  and 
splendid  advance  to  fortune;  thus  estabUshing  in  him 
an  interest  resting  both  on  present  and  past  services^ 
which  rendered  him  an  almost  mdispensable  sharer 
of  his  confidence. 

"  Help  me  to  do  on  a  plainer  ridln^-snit,  Vhmey," 
said  the  Earl,  as  he  laid  aside  his  moming-gown,  flow- 
ered with  silk,  and  lined  with  sables,  "and  put  these 
chains  and  fettera  there."  (pointing  to  the  collare  of 
the  various  Ordere  which  lay  on  the  table)  *  into  their 

Cee  of  security— mv  neck  last  night  was  wellnieh 
ke  with  the  weight  of  them.    I  am  half  of  the 
mind  that  they  shall  gall  me  rio  mor^.    they  are 
bonds  which  knaves  have  invented  to  fetter  fools.— 
How  think' St  thou,  Varney?" 
**  Failh,  my  good  lord  "  said  his  attendant,  **I  iMnk 
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^fdCtcrs  of  lipoid  nre  like  no  other  tetters— they  ai«  ever 
tlie  weightier  the  welcomef." 

"  For  all  that,  Varnoy,"  replied  his  master,  "  I  am 
well-nigh  resolved  they  shall  bind  me  to  the  court  no 
long^er.  What  can  farther  service  and  higher  lavour 
give  me,  bevond  the  rank  and  large  estate  wlycii  I 
nave  alreaciy  secured?— Wli at  brought  my  feiher  to 
the  block,  but  that  he  could  not  bound  his  wishes 
within  riglit  and  reason  7^1  have,  ye  know,  had  mine 
own  ventures  and  mine  own  escapes :  I  am  well-nigh 
resolved  to  tempt  the  sea.  no  farther,  but  sit  me  down 
in  quiet  on  the  shore." 

'And  gather  cockl<^^eIls,  with  Dan  Cupid  to  aid 
^u,"  stud  Vamey. 

How  mean  you  by  that,  Varney  V  said  the  Earl, 
somewhat  hastily. 

"  Nav,  my  lord,"  said  Yarney,  "be  not  angry  with 
me.  If  your  lordship  is  happy  in  a  lady  so  rarely 
lovely,  that  in  order  to  enjoy  her  company  with  some- 
what more  freedom,  you  are  willing  to  part  with  all 
you  have  hitherto  lived  for,  some  of  your  poor  ser- 
vants may  be  sufferers:  but  your  bounty  hath  placed 
me  so  high,  that  I  shall  ever  have  enough  to  main- 
tain a  poor  gentleman  in  the  rank  befitting  the  high 
office  he  has  held  in  your  lordship's  family." 
.  "  Yet  you  seem  disaj«iented  when  I  propose  throw- 
ing up  a  dangerous  game,  which  may  end  in  the  ruin 
oTbothofus."        ,  „       ,     , 

'*  I,  my  lord  7"  said  Varney ;  surely  I  have  no  cause 
to  regret  your  lordship's  retreat !— It  will  not  be  Rich- 
ard vamey  who  will  mcur  the  displeasure  of  majesty, 
and  the  ruiicule  cf  the  court,  when  the  stateliest  fa- 
bric that  ever  was  founded  upon  a  prince's  favour 
tnelts  away  like  a  morning  frost-work.— I  would  only 
have  you  yourself  be  assiu-ed,  my  lord,  ere  you  take 
a  step  which  cannot  be.  retracted,  that  you  consult 
your  fame  and  happiness  in  the  course  you  propose." 

"Speak on,  then,  Vamej',"  said  the  Earl;  ''I  tell 
thee  I  have  determined  notning,  and  will  weigh  all 
considerations  on  either  side.'* 

"Well,  then,  my  lord,"  replied  Vamey.  "we  will 
suppose  the  step  taken,  the  frown  frowned,  the  laugh 
laughed,  and  the  rnoan^ moaned.  You  have  retired,. 
we  will  say,  to  some  one  of  your  most  distant  castles, 
BO  far  from  court  that  vou  hear  neither  the  sorrow  of 
your  friedds,  nor  the  glee  of  your  enemies.  We  will 
suppose,  too,  that  your  sucoessful  rival  will  be  satis- 
fied (a  thing  greatly  to  be  doubted)  with  abridging 
and  cutting  away  the  branches  of  the  great  tree  which 
BO  long  kept  the  sun  from  him.  and  that  he  does  not 

{'nsist  upon  tearing  you  up  by  the  roots.  Well  t  the 
ate  pnroe  favourite  of  England,  who  wielded  her 
genenirs  staf!  and  controlled  h^  parliaments,  is  now 
a  rural  baron,  hunting,  hawking,  drinking  fat  ale 
with  country  esquires,  and  mustenng  his  men  at  the 
command  of  the  High  Sheriff"-- — 

"  Vamey,  forbear !"  said  the  EarL 

"  Nay,  my  lord,  you  must  give  me  leave  to  conclude 
my  picture.— Sussex  governs  England— the  Queen's 
health  fails— the  succession  is  to  be  settled— a  road  is 
opened  to  ambition  more  splendid  than  ambition  ever 
oi^aroed  of —You  hear  all  this  as  you  sit  by  the  hob, 
under  4he  shade  of  your  hall-chimn^— You  then  be- 
gin to  think  what  hopes  you  have  fallen  from,  and 
what  insignificance  you  have  embraced— and  all  that 
vou  might  look  babies  in,  the  eyes  of  your  fair  wife 
oflener  than  once  a-fortnight" 

"  I  say,  Varney,"  eaid  the  Earl,  "  no  more  of  this. 
I  said  not  that  the  step,  which  ^y  own  ease  and 
comfort  would  urge  me  to,  was  to  be  taken  hastily, 
or  without  due  consideration  to  i  the  public  safety. 
Bear  witness  to  me,  Varney ;  I  subdue  my  wishes  of 
retirement,  not  because  I  am  moved  by  the  call  of 
private  ambition,  but  that  I  may  preserve  the  position 
m  which  I  may  best  serve  my  country  at  the  hour  of 
need. — Order  our  horses  presently— I  will  wear,  as- 
fomierly,  one  of  the  liverv  cloaks,  ancT  ride  before  the 
portmantle.— Thou  shalt  be  master  for  the  day,  Var- 
ney—neglect  nothing  that  can  blind  suspicion.  We 
will  to-  horse  ere  men  are  stirring.  I  will  but  take 
leave  of  my  lady,  and  be  ready.  I  impose  a  restraint 
on  my  own  poor  heart,  and  wound  one  yet  more 
dear  to  me ;  but  the  patriot  must  subdue  the  hus- 
band.'* 


Having  s«d  thiain  a  melaadioly  vmt  firm 
he  left  the  dressing  apartment 
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"  I  am  glad  thou  art  gone,"  thought  Vamey,  "er. 

1>ractiaed  as  I  am  in  the  follies  of  mankind,  1  has 
aughed  in  the  very  face  of  thee !  Thou  maysi  on 
as  thou  wilt  of  thy  new  bauble,  thy  pretty  pieee  d 
painted  Eve's  ilesn  there,  I  will  not  be  toy  hinder* 
ance.  BWt  of  thine  old  bauble,  ambition,  thou  shah 
not  tire,  for  as  you  climb  the  hill,  my  lord,  you  must 
drag  Richard  Varney  up  with  you ;  and  if  he  can 
urge  you  to  the  ascent  be  means  to  profit  bv,  believe 
me  he  will  spare  neither  whip  nor  spur.— ^na  for  yei^ 
my  pretty  lady,  that  would  be  Countess  butr^ht,  vol 
were  best  not  thwart  my  courses,  lest  you  are  caSed^ 
to  an  old  reckoning  on  a  new  sccnre.  *  Thou  ahah  bt 
master.'  did  he  say  1— By  my  faith,  he  may  find  that 
he  spoke  traer  than  he  is  aware  of— And  thus  b^ 
whok  in  the  estimauon  of  so  many  wise-judging  mea 
can  match  Burleigh  and  Walsingham  m  poli^,  ao^ 
Sussex  in  war,  becomes  pupil  to  his  own  mental ; 
and  all  for  a  hazel  eye  and  a  Mttle  cunning  red  ain 
white,  and  so  falls  ambition.  And  yet  if  the  chanai 
of  mortal  woman  could  excuse  a  roan's  politic  pais 
for  becoming  bewiklered,  my  k>Ed  had  the  excuse  at 
his  right  hand  on  this  blessed  evening  that  has  lul 

Eassed  over  us.  Well— let  things  roll  as  tkey  maj, 
e  shall  make  me  great,  or  1  will  make  myself  nappy;  ■ 
and  for  that  softer  piece  of  creation,  if  aba  neak  n«t 
out  her  uiterriaw  with  Tressilian,  as  wdf  1  think 
she  dare  not,  she  also  must  traffic  with  me  for  con- 
cealment and  Butual  support  in  spite  of  ail  this 
scorn.— 1  must  to  the  stables.— Well,  ny  Jor(  1 
order  your  retinue  now)  the  time  may  soon  eoms 
that  my  master  of  the  horse  shall  order  mine  own.— 
What  was  Thomas  Cromwell  but  a  smith's  eon, 
and  he  died  m^  lord— on  a  scaffold,  doubtless,  bol 
that.  too,,  was  m  character— And  what  was  Baiph 
Sadler  but  the  clerk  of  Cromwell,  and  he  has  gaiM 
eighteen  fair  lordships,— ^eiai  I  know  my  steerage  as- 
well  as  they." 

So  saying,  he  left  the  apartment. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  Earl  had  re-entered  the  Bed- 
chamber, bent  on  taking  a  hasty  farewell  of  tk» 
lovely  Countess,  and  scarce  daring  to  trust  hinisek 
in  private  with  her,  to  hear  requests  again  urged, 
whfdi  he  found  it  difficult  to  parry,  yet  which  his 
recent  conversation  with  his  master  of  horse  hai 
determined  him  not  to  grant 

He  found  her  in  a  white  cymar  of  silk  lined  wiih 
furs,  her  little  feet  unstockin^  and  hastily  thimt 
into  slippers ;  her  unbraided  hair  escaping  from  under 
her  midnight  coi^  with  little  array  but  her  own  love- 
liness, rather  augmented  than  dimmisfaed  by  the 
grief  y/hkh  she  ult  at  the  approaching  monaent  d 
separation, 

^'  Now,  God  be  with  thee,  my  dearest  and  love- 
liest !"  said  the  Earl,  scarce  tearing  himself  from 
her  embrace,  yet  again  returning  to  fold  her  again 
and  again  in  his  arm&  and  agivn  bidding  fareweH, 
and  again  returning  to  kiss  and  bid  adien  once  more. 
"  The  sun  is  on  the  verge  of  the  blue  horizon— I 
dare  not  stay.— Ere  this  I  should  have  been  ten 
miles  from  hence." 

Such  were  me  vrords,  with  which  at  length  he 
strove  to  cut  short  their  parting  interview. 

"Youvrill  not  grant  mv  request,  thenl"  said  tns 
Countess.  "  Ah,  fiilse  knight !  did  ever  lady,  with 
bare  foot  in  slipper,  seek  boon  of  a  brave  knight,  yet 
return  with  denial  1"  * 

"Any  thuig.  Amy,  any  thing  thou  canst  ask  1  wilj 
grant,''  answered  the  Earl— 'Always  excepting,"  he 
said     that  which  might  ruin  us  both." 

"Nay,"  said  the  Countess,  "I  urge  not  my  wish 
to  be  acknowledged  in  the  character  which  wovld 
make  me  the  envy  of  England— as  the  wife,  that  la^ 
of  my  brave  and  noble  lord,  the  first  as  the  most 
fondly  beloved  of  English  nobles.— Let  me  but  share 
the  secret  with  my  dear  father !— Lq.  me  but  end  bis 
misery  on  mv  unworthy  account— ^ey  say  he  is  ill 
the  good  old  kind-hearted  man !" 

"rA«f  say?"  asked  the  Ea|l,  hastily:  "who 
says'?  Did  not  Vamey  convey  to  Sir  Hugh  all  we 
dare  at  present  tell  him  oonoeming  your  happiness 
and  welfare  1  and  has  he  not  told  you  that  the  good 
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flid  koigh  t  was  fb&o  wuik  with  ^eod  hftart  and  heahk 

pis  favourite  and  wonted  exercise  7    Who  has  dared 

put  other  thoughts  into  your  head  V 

,    "  O.  no  one,  my  lord,  no  one,"  said  the  Coontess, 

Bomething  alarmed  at  the  tone  m  which  the  question 

!  w  put ;  "  but  ye^  my  lord,  I  would  fain  be  assured 

;  tqr  Bime  own  eye-sight  that  nly  father  is  well.'* 

^'Be  contented.  Amy— thou  canst  not  now  hare 

communication  with  tnv  father  or  his  house.    Were 

it  aot  a  d^ep  course  of  policy  to  commit  no  secret 

moecessanly  to  tlie  custody  of  more  than  must 

■■  Deeds  be,  it  were  sufficient  reason  for  secrecj^  that 

f  fonder  Cornish  man,  yonder  Treranion,  or  Tresai- 

i  ban,  or  whatever  his  name  is,  haunts  the  old  knight's 

bouse,  and  must  necessarily'know  whatever  is  com- 

bunicated  there."    - 

**  My  lord,"  answered  the  Countess,  **  I  do  not 
[  think  it  so.  My  father  has  been  long  noted  a  worthy 
! and  honourable  man:  and  for  TVessilian,  if  we  can 
pardon  ourselves  the  ill  we  have  wrought  him,  I  will 
wager  the  coronet  I  am  to  share  with  vou  one  day, 
that  he  is  incapable  of  returning  u^ry  for  i^inrv." 

"I  will  not  trust  him,  however,  Amy,*'  said  her 

kasband;  "bv  mv  honour,  I  will  not  trust  hini— I 

irould  rather  the  roul  fiend  intermingle  in  our  secret 

than  this  Tressilian !" 

"  And  why,  my  lord  V  said  the  Countess,  though 

Se  shuddered  slightly  at  the  tone  of  determination 
wFiich  he  epoke;  "^Met  me  but  know  why  yot 
think  thus  hardly  of  Tressflian  T 

**  Madam,**  relied  the  Earl,  "  ray  will  ought  to  be 
a  fliifident  leason—If  you  desire  more,  connder  how 
iim  Tressilian  is  leagued,  and  with  whom.     He 
ituds  high  in  ^e  opinion  of  this  RadcUfT^^  this 
Svoaex,  against  whom  I  am  barely  able  to  maintain 
xnf  {ground  in  the  opinion  of  our  suspicious  mistress ; 
and  if  be  had  me  at  such  advantage,  Amy,  as  to 
become  ocquainted  with  the  tale  of  our  mairiage, 
befbre  Elizabeth  were  fitly  prepared,  I  were  on  out- 
east  from  her  grace  for  evei^-a  bankrupt  at  onee  in 
favour  and  in  fortune,  perhaps,  for  she  nath  in  her 
a  touch  of  her  father  Henry,— a  victim,  and  it  may 
be  a  bloody  one,  to  her  ofiendea  and  jealous  reseut- 
ttent." 

"  But  why,  my  lord,'*  again  urged  his  lady,  "  should 
IBU  deem  thus  injunously  of  a  man,  of  whom  you 
bow  60  little  7  Wiiat  you  do  know  of  Tressilian  is 
(hroush  me,  and  it  is  1  who  assure  you  that  in  no 
circumstances  will  he  betray  your  secret.  If  I  did 
him  wrong  in  your  behalf  my  lord,  I  am  now  the 
more  concemea  yon  should  do  him  justice.— You  are 
offended  at  my  speaking  of  him,  what  wouM  you  aay 
had  I  actually  myself  seen  him  T' 

"If  you  had,"  replied  the  Earl,  "yon  would  do 
well  to  keep  that  interview  as  secret  as  that  which 
IB  spoken  in  a  confessional.  I  seek  no  one's, ruin; 
but  he  who  thrusts  himself  on  my  secret  privacy, 
were  better  look  well  to  his  future  walk.  The  bear* 
brooks  no  one  to  cross  his  awful  path." 

"  Awful,  indeed !"  said  the  Countess,  turning  very 
9ale. 

"  Vou  are  ill,  my  love,"  said  the  Earl,  a«|>porting 
her  in  his  arms;  stretch  yourself  on  your  couch 
I  again ;  it  is  but  an  early  day  for  you  to  leave  it- 
Have  you  aught  else,  involving  less  than  my  fome^ 
^  my  fortune,  and  my  life,  to  ask  of  me  1" 

Nothing;  my  lord  and  love,"  answrted  the  Coun- 
tess, faintly;  "something  there  was  that  I  would 
have  told  you,  but  your  anger  has  driven  it  from  my 
lecoHection." 

"  Reserve  it  till  our  next  meeting,  my  love,"  said 
the  Earl  fondly,  and  again  embracing  her ;  "  and 
barring  only  those  requests  which  I  cannot  aiid  dare 
&»t  grant,  thy  wish  must  be  more  than  England  and 
til  its  dependencies  can  fulfil,  if  it  is  not  gratified  to 
dw  letter." 

Thus  saying,  he  at  length  took  farewelL  At  the 
bottom  of  the  staircase  he  receivied  from  Varney  an 
tinple  livery  cloak  and  slouched  ha^  in  which  he 
viipDed  him^lf  so  as  to  disguise  his  person,  and 
eoBipletely  conceal  his  features.  Horses  were  ready 
n  the  court-yard  for  himself  and  Varney ;— for  one 
*  The  Leieenter  cnimizBDfw  was  the  anownt  deviee  adopted 
Blhuftitor.  wttea  EacI  ofWarwick.  ths  bav  and  i  uied  atalC 


or  two#f  his  tram,  intnisled  with  the  •eeret  so  fst  as 
to  know  or  guess  that  the  Earl  intrigued  with  a 
beautiful  lady  at  that  mansion,  thoogh  her  name  and 
quality  were  unknown  to  them,  had  already  been 
dismissed  over  night. 

Anthony  Foster  hmisolf  hiKi  in  hand  the  rein  ot 
the  Earl's  palfry,  a  stout  and  able  nag  for  the  road  t 
while  his  old  serving-man  held  the  bricHe  of  the  more 


showy  and  gallant  steed  which  Richard  Varney  was 
to  occwy  in  the  character  of  master. 

As  the  Eari  approached,  however,  Varney  advan- 
ced to  hold  his  master's  bridla  and  to  prevent  Foster 
from  paying  that  duty  to  the  Karl,  which  he  probably 
considered  as  ))elonguig  to  his  own  offlee.  Foster 
scowled  at  an  mterfeieBca  wluch  aecmed  intended  to 
prevent  his  paying  his  court  to  his  patron,  but  gave 
place  to  Vamef ;  and  the  Earl,  mounting  without 
ftrther  observation,  a&d  forgetting^  that  his  assumed 
character  of  a  domestic  threw  him  mto  the  rear  of  his 
supposed  master,  rode  peoavely  out  of  the  cjuadraki- 
gla,  not  without  waving  his  haind  rapeatediy  in  an- 
swer to  the  Mipials  which  were  made  by  the  Countesa 
with  her  kerchief;  from  ibe  WL>dow8  of  her  spartmeai 

While  his  stately  form  vamsoed  under  the  dark 
arehway  which  led  out  of  the  <}uadrangle,  Varney 
muttered,  "  There  goes  fine  poHcy— the  servant  ba- 
fore  the  master  !**  then  as  he  disappeared,  seized  tha 
moment  to  speak  a  word  with  Poster.  "Thou  look'st 
dark  on  me,  Anthony,"  he  sakl,  "  as  if  I  had  deprived 
thee  of  a  parting  nod  of  my  ford ;  but  I  have  moved 
him  to  leave  thea  a  better  remembrance  for  thy  faith*  - 
fill  service.  See  here !  a  purse  of  aa  good  gold  aa 
ever  chiiriced  under  a  miser's  thumb  and  fore-finger. 
Ay,  count  them,  lad,"  said  he.  as  Foster  received  the 
gold  with  a  grim  smile,  "  and  add  to  th^m  the  good* 
ly  remembrance  he  gave  last  mght  to  Janet" 

"  How's  this !  haw's  this!"  said  Anthony  Foster 
hastily ; "  gave  he  gold  to  Janet?" 

"  j^y.  raauj  wherefore  not?— does  not  her 
to  his  fair  lady  require  guerdon  1" 

"•She  shall  have  none  on't,"  said  Foster;  **siM 
shall  return  it  I  know  his  dotage  on  one  face  is  as 
brief  as  it  is  deep.  His  afiectbns  are  as  fickle  as  the 
moon." 

"  Why,  Foster,  thou  art  mad— thou  dost  not  hops 
for  such  good  fortune,  as  that  my  lord  should  cast  an 
eye  on  Janet  7— Who,  m  tlie  fiend's  name,  would 
listen  to  the  thrush  when  the  nightingale  is  singing?" 

"  Thrush  or  nightingale,  ail  is  one  to  the  fowler; 
and.  Master  Varney,  you  can  sound  the  quailpipe  moat 
daintily  to  wile  wantons  into  his  nets.  I  desire  no 
such  devil's  preferment  for  Janet  as  you  have  brought 
many  a  poor  maiden  lo— Dost  thou  laugh?— I  will 
keep  one  lunb  of  my  fiunily,  at  least,  from  Satan's 
clutches,  that  thou  maystrely  on— She  shall  restore 
the  gold."  * 

"  Ay,  or  mve  it  to  thy  keeping,  Tony,  which  will 
serve  as  weH,"  answered  Varney:  "but  I  have  that 
to  say  which  is  more  serious— Our  lord  is  returning  to 
court  in  an  evil  humour  for  us." 

"Howmeaneat  thou?"  said  Foster.  **Ishe  tired 
abready  of  his  pretty  toy— his  plaything  yonder  ?  He 
has  purchased  her  at  a  monarch's  ransom,  and  I  war- 
rant me  he  rues  his  bargain." 

"  Not  a  whit,  Tony.'^ answered  the  master  of  the 
horse ;  "  he  dotes  on  her,  and  will  forsake  the  court 
for  her— then  down  gpo  hopes,  possessions,  and  safety 
^church-lands  are  resumed,  Tony,  and  well  if  ths 
holdera  be  not  called  to  account  in  Exchequer." 

"  That  were  ruin,"  said  Foster,  his  brow  darkening 
with  apprehensions;  "  and  all  this  for  a  woman  ! — 
Had  it  been  for  his  soul's  sake,  it  were  something i 
and  I  sometimes  wish  I  myself  could  fiing  away  the 
World  that  cleaves  to  me,  and  be  as  one  oi  the  poor- 
est of  our  church." 

"  Thou  art  like  enough  to  be  so,  Tony,"  answen^d 
I  ^Varney ; "  but  I  think  thedevil  will  give  thee  little  credit 
for  thy  compelled  poverty,  and  so  thou  losest  on  all 
hands.  But  follow  my  counsel,  and  Cumnor-Plaos 
shall  be  thy  copyhold  yet— Say  nothing  of  this  Tres- 
silian's  visit— not  a  word  until  I  give  thee  notice." 
"  And  wherefore^  I  pray  you  V*  asked  Foster,  sus- 
piciously. 

"  Dull  beast !"  replied  Varney ;"  in  mr  fold's  pro 
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wnt  humour  it  were  the  imdy  way  to  oonflrm  him  |    Varner  did.  in  fact,  make  aome  mqnm'  among 
in  his  reeoiution  of  retirement,  ahould  he  know  chat  |  houaehoH  which  confirmed  che  truth  pfL&i  ' 


hta  lady  waa  haunted  with  auch  a  apectre  in  hia  ab- 
aenoe.  He  would  be  for  claying  the  dragon  hnnaelf 
over  his  golden  fruit,  and  then,  Tony,  thy  occupation 
H  ended.  A  word  to  the  wi8e-4<^areweU— I  miiat 
follow  him."  , . 

He  turned  hia  horaet  atruck  bim  with  hia  enura,  and 
rode  off  under  the  archway  ih  purauit  of  hie  lord. 

**  Would  thy  occupation  were  ended,  or  thy  neck 
broken,  damned  pander  1"  aaid  Anthony  Foater. 
"  But  1  muat  follow  hia  beck,  for  hia  intercat  and 
mine  are  the  same,  and  he  can  wind  the  proud  Earl  to 
hia  will.  Janet  ahall  give  me  thoae  pieoea  though— 
they  riiall  be  laid  out  in  aome  way  for  God' a  aervioe. 
and  I  will  keep  them  aeparate  in  my  atrong  cheat,  till 
I  can  fell  upon  a  fitting  employment  for  them.  No 
contagioua  vapour  ahall  breathe  on  Janet— ehe  ahall 
remain  pure  aa  a  bleaaed  apirit,  were  it  but  to  pray 
Qod  for  iier  father.  I  need  her  prayera,  for  I  am  at^a 
hard  paaa— Strange  reporta  are  abroad  concerning 
my  way  of  life.  T^o  congregation  look  cold  on  me, 
and  when  Maater  Holdforth  apoke  of  hypocrites  be- 
ing like  a  whited  aepulchre,  wmch  within  waa  fiill  of 
dead  men*a  bonea,  methought  he  looked  full  at  me. 
The  Romiah  waa  a  comfortable  feith ;   Lamboume 

Soke  true  in  that  A  ^man  had  but  to  follow  hia 
rift  by  auch  waya  aa  offered— tell  hia  beads— hear  a 
maaa— confeaa,  and  be  absolved.  •  These  puritana 
tread  a  harder  and  a  rougher  path :  but  I  will  try— 
I  will  read  my  Bible  for  an  hour  ere  1  again  open  mme 
iron  cheat." 

"  Varney.  in  the  meantnne,  apurred  after  hia  lord, 
whom  he  lound  waiting  for  him  at  the  poatem-gate 
of  the  park. 

"  You  waste  time,  Vamey/'  aaid  the  Earl ;  *'  and  it 

I^reaaea.  I  muat  be  at  Woodatock  before  I  can  aafe- 
y  lay  aside  my  diaguiae;  and  till  then  I  journey  in 
•ome  peril.'" 

"  It  is  but  two  hours'  briak  riding,  my  lord,"  aaid 
Varney ; "  for  me,  I  only  etopped  to  enforce  your  com- 
roanda  of  care  and  aecrecy  on  yonder  Foater,  and  to 
inquire  about  the  abode  of  the  gentleman  whom  I 
would  promote  to  your  iordahip'a  train,  in  the  room 
of  Trevora." 

'*  la  he  fit  for  the  meridian  of  the  antechamber, 
think' 8t  thou?"  said  the  Earl. 

"  He  promises  well,  my  lord,"  replied  Vamevj 
"  but  if  your  lordsliip  were  pleased  to  ride  on.  I  could 
go  back  to  Cumnor,  and  bring  him  to  your  lordship 
9A  Woodstock  before  you  are  out  of  bod." 

*'  Why.  I  am  asleep  there,  thou  knowest,  at  thia 
moment,'^  said  the  F*arl :  "  and  I  pray  you  not  to 
apare  horae-fieah,  that  you  may  be  with  me  at  my 
levee." 

So  saving,  he  gave  his  horse  the  spur,  and  proceed- 
ed  on  his  journey,  while  Varney  rode  back  to  Cum- 
nor by  the  oublic  road,  avoiding  the  park.  The  lat- 
ter alighted  at  the  door  of  the  bonnv  Black  Benr,  and 
desirod  to  speak  with  Master  Michael  Lamboume. 
That  resf)ectabie  character  waa  not  long  of  appearing 
before  hia  new  patron,  but  it  waa  with  downcast 

"  Thou  hast  lost  the  scent,"  said  Varney,  "  of  thy 
comrade  Tressilian — ^I  know  it  by  thy  hang-doc 
visage.    Is  thia  thy  alacrity,  thou  impudent  knave?" 

'*  Cogswounda !"  said  Lamboume,  "  there  was 
never  a  trail  so  finely  hunted.  I  saw  him  to  earth  at 
mine  uncle's  here— stuck  to  him  like  beea*  wax— saw 
him  at  aupper— watched  lum  to  his  chamber,  and 
presto— he  is  gone  next  nloming,  the  very  hostler 
l^ows  not  where !" 

**  Thia  sounds  like  practice  upon  me,  air,"  replied 
Varney ;  "  and  if  it  prove  so,  by  my  soul  you  shall 
repent  it  !'* 

^'  Sir,  the  best  hound  will  be  sometimes  at  fault," 


statement  Tresailian,  it  waa  unanimously 
had  departed  suddenly,  and  unexpectedly, 
night  and  morning. 

**  But  I  will  wrong  no  one,"  said  mine  host ; 
left  on  the  uble  in  nia  lodging  ihe  fidi  value  of, 
reckoning,  with  aome  allowance  to  the  servantt 
the  house,  which  waa  the  leaa  necessary,  that  he  ' 
died  his  own  gdding,  aa  it  seems,  without  the  *^^ 
aaaiataitce." 

Thus  satisfied  of  the  rectitude  of  Lamboune's 
duct,  Varney  began  to  talk  to  him  upon  lus  fi^ 
prospects,  and  the  mode  in  which  he  meant  to; 
stow  himself,  intimating  that  he  understood 
Foster,  he  was  not  disinclined  to  enter  into  the ' 
hold  ot  a  nobleman. 

"  Have  you,"  aaid  he,  "  ever  been  at  court  T* 

"  No,"  replied  Lamboume ;  "  but  ever  since  I 
ten  years  old,  I  have  dreamt  once  a- week  ihatl^ 
there,  and  made  my  fortune." 

'*It  may  be  your  own  fault  if  your  dream 
not  true,"  aaid  Vamey.    '*  Are  you  needy  ?" 

"Um !"  repUed  Lamboume;  **  I  love  pleasure' 

"That  is  a  aufficient  answer,  and  an  honest  ^ 
aaid  Vamey.  "Know  you  aught  of  the  requisiti 
pected  fi^m  the  retainer  of  a  rismg  courtier  T' 

'*  I  have  imagined  them  to  myseUj  sir,"  ans^ 
Lamboume ;     aa  for  example,  a  qmck  eveT-a 
mouth— a  ready  and  bold  hand— a  ahsip  wit, 
blunt  conscience." 

"  And  thin&  I  suppose  "  aaid  Vamey,  "has  had 
edge  blunted  long  since r' 

"  I  cannot  remember,  air,  that  its  edge  was  c^ 
over  keen,"  replied  Lamboume.  "Vnen  1  waj 
youth,  I  had  some  few  whimsies  but  I  robbed  th 
partly  out  of  my  recollection  on  the  rough  grind-stt 
of  the  wars,  and  what  remained  I  waehea  out  in 
broad  Waves  of  the  Atlantic." 

"  Thou  hast  served,  then,  in  the  Indies T*     ,. 

'*In  both  East  and  West."  answered  thecandi 
for  court-service,  "by  both  sea  and  land;  1 1 
served  both  the  Portugal  and  the  Spaniard- boll 
Dutchman  and  the  Frenchman,  and  have  made 
on  our  own  account  with  a  crew  of  jolly  fellow% 
held  there  was  no  peace  beyond  the  Lme."» 

"  Thou  maysf  do  me,  and  my  lord,  and  thysd/l 
aervice,"  saw  Vamey,  after  a  pause.  "  But  obi 
I  know  the  world— and  answer  me  inily,  canst 
befaithftil?" 

"Did  you  not  know  the  world,"  answered  t 
boume,  ^'it  were  my  duty  to  say  ay,  witho^u  fa 
circumstance,  and  swear  to  it  with  life  and  hof 
and  so  forth.  But  as  it  seems  to  me  that  your 
ship  is  one  who  desires  rather  honeat  tmth'  ihn' 
liiic  falsehood— I  reply  to  you.  that  I  can  be"  ft 
to- the  gallows'  foot,  ay,  to  the  loop  that  dnnglc 
it,  if  I  am  well  used  and  well  recompensed 
otherwise." 

"To  thy  other  virtues,  thou  canst  add,  no  d( 
said  Varney,  in  a  jeering  tone,  *'  the  knack  of 
ing  serious  and  religious,  when  the  xnomei 
^mandsitT* 

"It  would  cost  me  nothing,"  said  Lamboume^ 
say  yea— but,  to  speak  on  the  square,  I  must  m 
say  no.  If  you  want  a  hypocrite,  you  may  taV.^ 
thony  Foster,  who,  firom  his  chikibood,  had  f 
sort  of  phantom  haunting  him,  which  he  called 
gion,  though  it  was  thai  sort  of  godlineFS  w 
always  ended  in  being  great  gain.  But  1  hav 
such  Knack  of  iL" 

"Well,"  replied  Vamey,  "if  thou  hast  nohypoi 
hast  thou  not  a  nag  here  in  the  stable?" 

"Ay,  sir,"  said  Lamboume,  "that  shall  tiikel 
and  ditch  with  my  Lord  Duke's  be«t  hwntcrs.  1 
I  made  a  little  mistake  on  Shooter's  Hill,  and 


answered  Lamboume :  *'  how  should  it  serve  mei  ped  an  ancient  grazier  whose  pouches  v^-cre  1 

tliat  this  fellow  should  have  thus  evanished?  You  **     ^   '       ^-    »     • -t^    i^ - 

may  ask  mine  host,  Gilea  Goslingr-^ask  the  tapster 

ana  hostler-ask  Cicely,  and  the  whole  household,  .^auutt;  imu  i.i«;«i.  •iid.(...ijj,  auv.  «<iciiu  mc^ 

how  I  kept  eyes  on  Tressilian  while  he  was  on  foot.  Vamey.     "Leave  thy  clothes  and  ba^g-a&e 

—On  my  soui,  I  could  not  be  expected  to  watch  him  charge  of  mine  host,  and  I  will  conduct  thee 
hke.a  sick  nurse,  when  I  had  seen  him  fairly  a-bcd      •sirFiancU  Dmke.  Moran,  and  manr  a  bold  Bucca 

H  hia  chamber.     That  wiU  be  alfowed  me,  surely."  thoM  dar«.  w««.  laiMi,  UtUe  tetter  Uian  piraiM. 
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inioc^  in  which,  if  thou  do  not  better  thyseU;  the 
MX  flhaU  not  be  fortune's,  but  thine'own." 
^^^inre  and  hearty  T'  said  Lamboume,  *'  and  I  am 
loyBied  in  an  instant.— Knave,  hostler,  saddle  my 
|(  without  die  loss  of  one  second,  as  thou  dost  va- 
k  the  sdety  of  thy  noddle.— Pretty  Cicely,  take  half 
bpnise  to  comfort  thee  for  my  sudden  departure." 
^Qossnouna!"  replied  the  father,  "Cicely  wants 
mw£  token  fh>m  thee.— Go  away,  Mike,  and  ga- 
{vfnce  if  thou  canst,  though  I  think  thou  goeat 
mMd  the  land  where  it  grows." 

*Let  me  look  at  this  Cicely  of  thine^  mine  host," 
mA  Vamey;  "  I  have  heard  much  talk  of  her 

*li  il  a  sunburnt  beauty,"  said  mine  host,  "well 
fod^  to  sfand  out  rain  an«  wind,  but  little  cal- 
crialaito  please  such  critical  gallants  as  yourself. 
Sb»  k^ps  her  chamber,  and  cannot  encounlter  the 
lEuee  of  sadi  mmny-day  courtiera  as  my  noble 

"Well,  peace  be  with  her,  mygoojihost,"  answer- 
dTameT;  "cur  horses  are  impatient— we  bid  you 

"DoesmyMphew  go  with  you,  so  please  youT' 
aidGkff&it& 

*  Ay,  sadi  is  his  puipose,"*  answered  Richard 
Yamey. 

•*  Yoy  m  light— fully  right,"  replied  mine  host— 
"you  is^  laiy,  fully  nghL  my  kinsman.  Thou  hast 
got  txtf  kne^  see  thou  ught  not  unaware  upon  a 
hsb^,  i  £n  wUt  needs  be  made  immortal  by 
aa»  0/9  rope,  which  thy  purpose  of  following  this 
fntlmntt  raiders  not  unlikely,  I  charge  thee  to 
mi  a  galiows  as  far  froih  Cumnor  as  thou  conve- 
' '  mayst ;  aad  so  I  commend  you  to  your 


He  mMMter  of  the  horse  and  his  new  retainer 
MBUfld  acoordingljr,  leaving  the  landlord  to  con- 
Mt  ks  ill-omened  farewelf,  to  himself  and  at  lei- 
■re;  usd  eet  off  together  at  a  rapid  pace,  which  pre- 
iBled  coorersation  until  the  ascent  of  a  steep  sandy 
■Kiauited  them  to  •resume  it 

Too  are  contented,  then,"  said  Vamey  to  his 
MHBkm,  "  to  take  court-service  T 

n  worshipful  sir,  if  you  like  my  terms  as  well 
vlftiyoars.^' 

/*^vhat  are  your  terms  T*  demanded  Varney. 
i*j|f  1  tm  to  have  a  quick  eye  for  my  patroti's  in- 
K  ke  must  have  a  dull  one  towards  my  faults," 
■  E^aodiounM*.. 

f*Ar."  said  Vamey,  *'so  they  lie  not  so  grossly 
[t  he  mast  needs  break  his  shins  over  them." 
^Agreed,"  said  Lamboume.  "  Next,  if  I  run  down 
I  must  have  the  picking  of  the  bones." 
-at  is  but  reasons"  replied  Vamey,  "so  that 
betters  are  served  before  you." 
Oood,''  said  Lamboume ;  **  and  it  only  remains 
B  said,  that  if  the  law  and  I  quarrel,  my  patron 
"  bear  me  ouL  for  that  is  a  chief  point" 
»«»n  again,"  said  Vamey,  "if  the  quarrel  hath 
in  your  master's  service." 
the  wai^  and  so  forth,  I  say  nothing,"  pro- 
Lamboume;  "it  is  the  secret  guerdon  that  I 
tfiveby." 

fevQ-  fear,"  said  Vamey4  "thou  shalt  have 
and  spending  money  to  ruffle  it  with  the  best 
liegPBCL  for  thou  goest  to  a  household  where 
^Te  ^a^  SB  they  say,  by  the  eve." 
Ittf  jumps  all  with  my  humour,"  replied  Miehael 
koeriie ;  "  and  it  only  nemains  that  you  tell  me 
Uscer's  name." 

If  name  is  Master  Richard  Vamey,"  answeied 
Beroanioii. 

N I  msan/*  said  Lamboume, "  the  name  of  the 
|»ni  to  vHiose  service  you  are  to  prefer  me." 
knave^  art  thou  too  good  to  call  mt  mas- 
I  Vamey,  hastily ;  "  I  wotdd  have  thee  bold 
,  but  not  sancy  to  me." 
"?  your  worship's  pardon,"  said  Lamboume ; 
seemed  fomiharwith  AnthonyFosteir,  now 
_^'  wiA  Anthony  myself." 
I  art  a  shrewd  knave,  1  see,"  replied  Vamey. 
'  do  indeed  propose  to  introduce  thee 
a'a  household ;  but  it  is  upon  my  per- 


I 


son  thou  wilt  chiefly  wait  and  upon  my  count 
that  thou  wilt  depend. ,  I  am  his  master  of  1 
Thou  wilt  soon  know  his  name— it  is  one  that 
the  council  and  wields  the  state." 

"By  this  light  a  brave  spell  to  conjure  will 
Lambuurne,  if  a  man  would  discover  hiddc 
sures!" 

"Used  with  discretion,  it  may  prove  so," 
Vamey ;  "  bUt  mark— if  thou  conjure  with  it  1 
own  hand,  it  may  raise  a  devil  who  will  tear 
fragments.^' 

*^iiough  said,"  replied  Lamboume;  "I  1 
exceed  my  limits." 

The  travellers  then  resumed  the  rapid  rate 
veiling  which  their  discourse  had  interrupt 
soon  arrived  at  the  Royal  Park  of  Woodstock 
ancientpossession  of  the  crown  of  England  w 
veiy  diflerent  from  what  it  had  been  when  it  ^ 
residence  of  the  fair  Rosamond,  and  the  s 
Henry  the  Second's  secret  and  illicit  amoui 
yet  more  unlike  to  the  scene  which  it  exhibit 
pre3ent  day,  when  Blenheim-House  oommei 
the  victory  of  Marlborough,  and  no  less  the 
of  Vanburgh,  though  decried  in  his  own  tjme 
sons  of  taste  far  interior  to  his  own.  It  was,  j{ 
beth's  time,  an  ancient  mansion  in  bad  repair 
had  long  ceased  to  be  honoured  with  the  roy 
dence,  to  the  jgreat  impoverishment  of  the  a 
village.  The  inhabitants,  however,  had  mad 
ral  petitions  to  the  Queen  to  have  the  favoiu 
sovereign's  countenance  occasionally  bestow* 
them;  and  upon  this  very  business,  osteni 
least,  was  the  noble  lord,  whom  we  have  aire 
troduced  to  our  readers,  a  visiter  at  Woodstot 

Varney  and  Lamboume  galloped  without  ce: 
into  the  court-yard  of  the  ancient  and,  dils 
mansion,  which  presented  on  that  morning  \ 
of  bustle  which  it  had  not  exhibited  for  two 
Officers  of  the  Earl's  household,  livery-men 
tainers,  went  and  came  with  all  the  insolen 
which  attaches  to  their  profession.  The  n 
horses  and  the  baying  of  hounds  were  heard ; 
lord,  iiihis  occupation  of  inspecting  and  survey 
manor  and  demesne,  was  or  course  provided  v 
means  of  following  bis  pleasure  in  the  chase  < 
said  to  have  been  the  earliest  that  was  end 
England,  andwjlich  was  well  stocked  with  d< 
had  long  roamed  there  Hinmolested.  Several 
inhabittots  of  the  village,  in  anxious  hope ' 
vourable  result  from  this  Unwonted  visit, 
about  the  court-yard,  and  awaited  the  great 
coming  forth.  Their  attention  was  excited 
hasty  arrival  of  Vamey,  and  a  murmur  ran  a 
them,  "The  Earl's  master  of  the  hofse !"  wh 
hurried  to  bespesk  favour  by  hastily  unboi 
and  proffering  to  hold  the  bndle  and  stirrui 
favoured  retainer  an<l  his  attendant. 

"  Stand  somewhat  alooC  my  masters !"  si 
ney,  haughtily,  "and  leC  xha  domestics  do  1 
fice." 

The  mortified  citizens  and  peasants  fell  1 
the  signal ;  while  Lamboume,  who  had  his  e; 
his  superior's  deportment,  repelled  the  ser 
those  who  offered  to  assist  him,  ¥^th  yet  m 
courtesy-"  Stand  back,  Jack  peasant,  with  a  1 
to  you.  and  let  these  knave  footmen  do  their 

While  they  gave  their  nags  to  the  attendant 
household,  and  walked  into  the  mansion  wit 
of  superiority  which  long  practice  and  consci 
of  birth  rendered  natural  to  Vamey,  and  whic 
bourne  endeavoured  to  imitate  as  well  as  h 
the  poor  inhabitants  of  Woodstock  whispered 
other.  "  Well-a-day— God  save  us  fh>fn  all  sv 
proud  princoxes  I  An  die  master  be  like  tl 
why,  the  fiend  may  take  all,  and  yet  have  r 
than  his  due." 

"Silence,  good  neighbours !"  said  the  Bailif 
tongue  betwixt  teeth— we  shall  know  more 
by.— But  never  will  a  lord  come  to  Wood* 
welcome  as  bluff  old  King  Harry !  He  woul( 
whip  a  fellow  one  day  with  his  own  royal  ha 
then  fl'mg  him  an  handful  of  silver  groats, ' 
own  broad  face  on  them,  to  'noint  the  sore  w 

"Ay,  rest  be  with  him  I"  echoed  the  sadit< 
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win  be  long  ere  this  Latiy  Elizaboth  hozxewhip  any 
ofna," 

**There  is  no  saying,*'  answered  the  Bailiflf.  **  Mean- 
wfailc.  patience,  good  neighboora,  and  let  us  comfort 
ourselves  bv  thinking  that  we  deserve  sueh  notice  at 
her  grace's  nands." 

ISeanwhile,  Vamey,  closely  followed  by  his  new 
doiwndant,  made  his  way  to  the  hall,  where  men  of 
more  note  and  consequence  than  those  left  in. the 
court-yard  awaited  the  appearance  of  the  Earl,  who 
as  vet  Kept  his  chamber.  All  paid  court  to  Vamcy, 
with  more  or  less  deference,  as  suited  their  own  rank, 
or  the  urgency  of  the  business  which  brought  them 
to  his  lord's  levee.  To  the  eeneral  question  ot, 
"When  comes  my  lord  forth,  Master  Vamey?"  he 
gave  brief  answers,  as,  "  See  you  not  my  boots  7  I 
am  but  jnst  returned  from  Oxford,  and  know  nothing 
of  it,"  and  the  like,  until  the  same  query  was  put  in 
a  higher  tone  by  a  personage  of  more  importanoe. 
"I  will  inquire  (Mf  the  chambeilain.  Sir  Thomas 
O^ly,"  was  the  reply.  The  chamberlain,  distin- 
gmshed  by  his  silver  key,  answered,  that  the  Earl 
only  awaited  Master  Vamey's  return  to  come  down, 
but  that  he  would  first  speak  with  him  in  his  private 
chamber.  Vamey,  therefore,  bowed  to  the  company, 
and  took  leave,  to  enter  his  lord's  apartment 

There  was  a  murmur  of  expectation  which  lasted 
a  few  minutes,  and  was  at  le^th  hushed  by  the 
opening  of  the  folding-doors  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
apartment,  throu«^  which  the  Sari  made  his  cn- 
.  trance,  marshalled  by  his  chamberlain  and  the  stew- 
ard of  his  family,  and -followed  by  Richard  Vamcy. 
In  his  noble  mien  and  princely  features,  men  read 
nothmg  of  that  insolence  which  was  practised  by  his 
dependants.  His  courtesies  were,  indeed,  measured 
by  the  rank  of  those  to  whom  they  were  addressed, 
out  even,  the  meanest  person  present  had  a  share  or 
his  gracious  notice.  The  inquiries  which  he  made 
respecting  the  condition  of  the  manor,  of  the  Queen's 
rights  there,  and  of  the  advantages  and  disadvanta- 
ges which  might  attend  her  occasional  residence  at 
the  royal  seat  of  Woodstock,  seemed  to  show  that  he 
had  most  earnestly  investigated  the  matter  of  the 
petition  of  the  inhaoitants,  and  with  a  desire  to  for- 
ward the  interest  of  the  t)lace. 

**  Now  the  Lord  love  his  noble  countenanoei"  said 
the  Baililf,  who  had  thrast  himself  into  the  presence- 
chamber;  **he  looks  somewhat  pale.  I  warrant  him 
he  hath  >spent  the  whole  night  in  perusing  Qur  me- 
morial. Master  Tou^yam,  who  took  six  months  to 
draw  it  up,  said  it  would  take  a  week  to  understand 
h ;  and  see  if  the  Earl  hath  not  knocked  the  marrow 
out  of  it  in  twenty-four  hours  T* 

The  E^rl  then  acquainted  them  that  he  should 
move  their  sovereign  to  honour  Woodstock  occa- 
sionally with  her  residence  during^er  royal  progress- 
es, that  the  town  and  its  vicinity  might  denve,  from 
her  countenance  and  favour,*thb  same  advantages 
as  from  those  of  her  predecessors.  Meanwhile,  ne 
rejoiced  to  be  the  expounder  of  her  gracious  plea- 
sure, in  assuring  them  that,  for  the  increase  of  trade 
and  encouragement  of  the  worthy  burgesses  of  Wood- 
stock, her  majesty  was  minded  to  erect  the  town 
into  a  Staple  for  wool. 

This  joyful  intelligence  was  received  with  the  ac- 
clamations not  only  of  the  better  sort  who  were  ad- 
mitted to  the  audience-chamber,  but  of  the  commons 
who  awaited  without. 

The  freedom  of  the  corporation  was  presented  to  the 
Ban  upon  knee  by  the  magistrates  of  the^lace, together 
with  a  puVse  of  gold  pieces,  wh^ch  the  Earl  handed  tu 
Vamey,  who,  on  his  part,  gave  a  share  to  Lamboume, 
as  the  most  acceptable  earnest  of  his  new  service. 

The  Earl  and  his  retinue  took  horse  eoon  after  to 
return  to  court,  acoompnnied  by  the  shouts  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Woodstock,  who  made  the  old  oaks 
ring  with  re-echoing,  "  Long  live  Queen  Elizabeth, 
and  the  noble  Earl  of  Leicester !"  The  urbam'ty  and 
courtesy  of  the  Earl  even  threw  a  gleam  of  populari- 
ty over  his  attendants,  ns  their  haughty  deportment 
i«id  formerly  obscured  that  of  their  master;  and  men 
shouted,  "Long  life  to  the  Kdrl,  and  to  bis  gallant 
followers !"  as  Varney  and  LamboumeiCach in  his 
t9Pkt  rode  pxoudty  through  the  streets  of  Woodstock. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

BotL  I  will  lioar  fw,  Uuttu  Fnioaf 
And  I  will,  at  leut,  ke«p  jroar  oouMel. 

UoTf  Wipuvff 

It  becomes  necessary  to  return  to  the  dett 
those  circumstances  which  accompanied,  and  m 
occasioned,  the  sudden  disappearance  of  Trese 
from  the  dgn  of  the  Black  fiear  at  Cumnor.   It  i 
be  recollected  that  this  gentleman,  after  his  r._.. 
ter  ynth  Vamev,  had  retumed  to  Giles  Gosla 
caravansarv,  where  he  shut  himself  up  in  his  t 
chamber,  demanded  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and  i 
nounced  his  purpose  to  remain  private  for  the  (* 
in  the  evening  he  appeared  again  in  the  public  n 
where  Michael  Lamboume,  who  had  Deen  o&l 
watch  for  him,  agreeably  to  his  engagement  to  T 
ney,  endeavoured  to  renew  his  acquainunce  f 
him,  and  hoped  he  retuned  no  unfriendly  i     ' 
tion  of  the  part  he  had  taken  in  the 
sculBe. 

But  Tressifian  repelled  his  advances  finnly,  t  ^ 
with  civility— *' Master  Lamboume^"    he  said, 
tmst  I  have  recompensed  to  your  pleasure  the  t' 
you  have  wasted  on  ma.    Under  the  show  of  i 
bluntness  which  you  exhibit,  I  know  you  have  l 
enough  lo  understand  me^  when  I  say  frankljtiU 
the  object  of  our  temporary  acquaintance  havinfbiM 
accomplished,  we  must  be  strangers  to  aaofa  otMi 
future.*' 

'*  Votof*  said  Lamboume,  twirling  his  vht 
with  one  hand,  and  grasping  the  hUt  of  his  wei 
with  the  other;  "if  I  thought  that  this  r 


meant  to  insult  me"' 

"  You  would  bear  it  with  discretion,  doubtlees,!'  in- 
terrupted Tressilian,  **  as  you  muft  do  at  any  tate. 
You  know  too  well  the  distance  that  is  wtwixt 
us  to. require  me  to  explain  myself  farthei-Gsid 
evening.*' 

So  saying,  he  tumed  his  back  upon  his  former  o 
pan' 

Mic .       .^, 

but  his  wrath  died  away  in  ajev. , 

and  ejaculations,  and  he  sank  unresistingly  under  tk  \ 
ascendency  which  superior  spirits  posseve  over  fth 
sons  of  \^  habits  and  description.    He  remaiMd 
moody  and  silent  in  a  comer  of  the  apartment,  pift 
ing  the  most  marked  attention  to  evei^  motion  of  u  : 
late  coiftpanion,  against  whom  he  began  dov  id  j 
nourish  a  quarrel  on  nis  own  account,  which  bctmi'  ; 
ed  to  avenge  by  the  execution  of  his  new  master  Vtr- 1 
ney's  directions.  The  hour  of  supper  arrived,  and  vu  I 
fouowed  by  that  of  repose,  when.  Treaaiiiaa,  like| 
others  retired  to  his  sleeping  apartment. 

He  had  not  heen  in  bed  long,  when  the  train  of  lad^ 
reveries,  which  supplied  the  place  of  rest  in  his  dis- 
turbed mind,  was  suddenly  interrupted  by  the  jar  d 
a  door  on  its  hinges,  and  a  light  was  seen  to  cdinnnci 
in  the  apartment.  Tressilian,  who  was  aa  brave  0 
steel,  sprang  from  his  bed  at  this  alarm,  and  had  lul 
hand  upon  nis  sword,  whdn  he  was  prevented  fsom 
drawuig  it  by  a  voice  which  said,  **  Be  not  too  rssli 
with  your  rapier,  Master  Tresailian— It  is  I,  your  hoai, 
Giles  Gosling."  . 

At  the  some  time,  nnshrouding  the  dark  lantern 
which  had  hitherto  only  emrtted'^an  indistinot  glinh 
mer,  the  goodly  aspect  and  figure  of  ^e  landlord  4 
the  Black  Bear  was  visibly  presented  to  hia  astonish 
ed  guest. 

'^^hat  nraipmery  is  this,  n.inehoet?"  said  Tresai 
lian ;  "have  you  supped  as  jollily  as  last  night,  anc 
so  mistaken  your  chamber?  or  is  midnight  a  timefin 
masquerading  it  in  your  guest's  lodging '7" 

"Master  Tressilian,"  replied  mine  host,  "I  knot 
myplace  and  my  time  as  well  as  e'er  a  merry  landkm 
in  England.,  But  here  has  been  my  hang-dog  kins 
man  watching  you  as  dose  as  ever  cat  watched  ) 
mouse ;  and  here  have  you,  on  the  other  hand,  quar 
relied  and  fought,  either  with  him  or  with  acme  othe 
persoti,  and  I  fear  that  danger  will  come  of  it." 

"  Go  to,  thou  art  but  a  fool,  man,"  said  Tressilian 
"thy  kinsman  is  beneath  my  resentment:  and  besidet 
why  shouldst  thou  tliink  I  had  qtuipalled  with  as: 
one  whomsoever?" 

"Ohlwr. 'replied the innkeopai^  "tfaaiawiaaw 
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r  choek-bom^  ^vhkki  bod«d  of  a  kt« 

I  the  ooniunction  of  Mais  and  Saturn 

fbeti  you 

I  brouffht  L 

y,  ana  all  tfaioga  mow- 
had  lieen  lately 


B 


)t  «B  thy 

iwl,  as  aufe  astbe  oon|unction 
itena' miafisrtane— and  when  you  retutnad,  the 
Lies  of  your  girdle  were  brouffht  forwafd.  and 
fMritep  was  quick  %nd  hasty,  '    ' 

gd  your  hand  and  your  hilt 

^WeUi  good  mine  boat,  if  I  haye  been  oUixed  to 
liaw  niy  sword,"  said  TresaiJiani  "why  should  aueh 
^circumstance  fetch  thee  out  of  thy  warm  bed  at  this 
^Ine  of  night  7  Thou  aeeat  the  nuechief  is  all  oyer." 
"  Under  favour,  that  is  what  I  doabt  Anthony 
Faster  is  a  dangerous  man,  defended  by  tutmg  court 
latronage,  ^hich  hath  borne  him  out  in  matters  of 
vary  deep  concernment.  And,  then,  mv  kinsman^ 
why,  I  have  told  vou  what  he  is  i  and  if  these  two  old 
pfomea  have  made  ua  theur  old  aoqoaintaaee,  I  would 
aot,  my  worshipful  guest,  that  it  should  be  at  thy 
cost.  I  promise  you,  Mike  Lamboumehas  been  ma- 
Jung  very  particular  intmiries  at  my  hostler,  when  and 
which  way  you  nde.  Kow,  I  would  have  you  think, 
whether  you  may  not  have  done  or  Baid  somethiiw 
fi»r  which  you  may  be  waylaid,  and  taken  at  disad- 
fKiataee.*' 
"Thou  art  an  honest  man,  mme  host,"  said  Traa- 
aa,  after  a  moment's  consideration,  "and  I  will 
il  frankly  with  tbea.  If  these'  men's  maiioe  is  di- 
ted  as^ainst  me~«sl  deny  not  but  it  may— it  is  be- 
Muso  they  are  the  agents  of  a  more  powentd  villain 
ftan  themselves." 

**  Tou  mean  Master  Richard  Vamey,  do  you  notr' 
lad  the  landlord;  "he  was  al  Cumnor-Plaoe  yester- 
day; and  came  not  thither  so  private  but  what  he  was 
espied  by  one  who  told  mel 
^'l  mean  the  same,"  mhie  host. 
^T^n^  for  God's  sake,  worshipful  Master  Treesi- 
Ijan,''  flaid  honest  Gosling,  "look  well  to  yourself. 
"nils  Varney  is  the  protector  and  patron  of  Anthony 
Faster,  who  holds  under  him,  and  by  his  favour,  some 
lease  ofy  onder  mansion  and  the  park.    Varney  got  a 
Jaisttgrant  of  the  lands  of  the  Aobacy  of  Abingdon, 
ana  Cunxnor-Place  amongst  others,  from  his  master, 
the  Earl  of  Leicester.  Men  say  he  can  do  every  thing 
vith  him,  though  I  hold  the  Earl  too  good  a  nobleman 
Is  employ  him  aa  some  men  talk  of.— And  then  the 
jarl  can  do  any  thing  (that  is  any  thing  right  or  fit- 
A)g>  with  the  Queen,  God  bless  her ;  so  you  aee  what 
1^  enemy  you  have  made  to  yourseul" 
,   **  Well— It  is  done,  and  I  pannot  help  it,"  answered 

Tressilian.    .  .    x      

,  *^  Uds  precious,  but  it  must  be  helped  m  some  man- 
tier,*'  said  the  host.  "Richard  Varney— why,  what 
1>etweeH  his  influence  with  my  lord,  and  his  pretend- 
jbg  to  80  many  old  and  vexatious  claims  in  right  of 
.the  Abbot  here,  men  fear  almost  to  mention  his  name^ 
much  more  to  set  themselves  against  his  practices. 
Tou  may  judge  by  our  discourses  the  last  night.  Men 
flsd  their  pleasure  of  Tony  Foster,  but  not  a  vfoid  of 
itichard  Varney,  though  all  men  judge  him  to  be  at 
the  bottom  of  yonder  mystery  about  the  pretty  wench. 
Bat  perhaps  you  know  more  of  that  mattv  than  I 
do,  for  women,  though  they  wear  not  swords,*  are 
occasion  for  many  a  nlade's  exchanging  a  sheath  of 
Heat's  leather  for  one  of  flesh  and  blood/' 

"I  do  indeed  know  more  of  that  poor  unfortunate 
tady  than  thou  dost,  my  friendly  host ;  and  so  bank- 
nipt  am  L  at  this  moment,  of  fnends  and  advice,  that 
I  will  willingly  make  a  counsellor  of  thee,  and  tell 
thee  the  whole  history^  the  rather  that  I  have  afavour 
10  nA.  when  my  tale  is  ended." 

"Good  Master  Trssa'ilian, "  said  the  landlord,  "I 
f  am  but  a  poor  innkeeper,  little  able  to  adjuster  ooun- 
fel  such  a  guest  as  yourself.  But  as  sure  as  I  have 
risen  decently  above  the  world,  by  giving  good  me^ 
.sure  and  reasonable  charges,  it  am  an  honest  man ; 
and  as  sach,  if  I  may  not  oe  oble  to  assi^you,  I  am, 
at  least  not  capable  to  abuse  your  oonfuTence.  Say 
away  therefore,  as  confidently  as  if  you  noke  to  your 
nther :  and  thus  far  at  least  m  certain,  that  my  euri- 
onty,  fbr  I  will  not  deny  that  which  belongs  to  my 
nlHng,  is  Joinfod  to  a  reasonable  dsgree  of  discre- 
Bon.'*^ 

"I  doubt  it  not  mme  host,"  answered  Tressilian ; 
ffu  whUe  his  auditor  remained  in  anxious  expecti^ 


tion,  he  meditated  for  an  instant  how  heshoaki  com- 
mence his  narrative.  "  My  tale,"  he  at  length  saki, 
"  to  be  qilite  intelHgible,  must  b^n  at  some  distanos 
back.— you  have  neard  of  the  batde  of  Stoke,  my 
good  host,  and  perhaps  of  oki  Sir  Roger  Robsart, 
who,  in  that  battle,  valiantly  took  part  with  Henry 
VII.,  the  Queen's  grandfather,  and  routed  the  Earl  of 
Lincoln,  Lord  G^iddin  and  his  wild  Irish,  and  the 
Flemings,  whom  the  Duchess  of  Buigundy  had  sent 
over,  in  the  ouarrd  of  Lambert  SimnelT" 

I  remember  both  one  and  the  other,"  said  Giles 
Gosling,  "it  is  sang  of  a  dozen  times  a-week  on  my 
lie-bench  below.— Sir  Roger  Robsart  of  Devon— <^ 
ay,— 'tis  him  oi  whom  minstrels  sing  to  this  hour,— 

*  Ha  was  the  flower  of  Stoke*t  red  field, 
Wlira  Martin  Sw^rt  on  fround  lajr  alatai  i 

la  lafinff  rout  be  never  leel'd. 
But  like  a  rock  did  firm  lemalii.** 

Ay,  and  then  there  was  Martin  Swart  I  have  heard 
my  grandfather  talk  o£  and  of  the  iolly  Almahis  whom 
he  commanded,  with  their  slashed  doublets  and  quaint 
hose,  ali  frounced  with  ribands  above  the  nether- 
stocks.  Here's  a  song  goes  af  Martin  Swart,  too,  an 
I  had  but  memory  for  it  :— 

'  Martin  0«rart  and  hie  men, 

Saddle  tliMn,  aaddle  Uieia, 
Martin  Swart  and  hia  anen  s 

Saddle  Uiom  well.'  "t 

"Tme,  good  mme  host— the  day  was  long  talkeii 
of;  but  it  you  sing  so  loud,,  you  will  awake  more 
listeners  than  I  care  to  commit  mv  confidence  unto." 

"I  crave  pardon,  my  worshipM  guest,"  said  mint 
host,  "  I  was  oblivious.  When  an  oU  song  comes 
across  us  merrv  old  knights  of  the  spigot,  it  runs 
awav  with  otir  discretron." 

"  Well,  mine  host,  my  grandfather,  like  some  other 
Cornish-men,  kept  a  warm  affection  to  the  House  of 
York,  and  espoused  the  quarrel  of  this  Simnel,  assu- 
ming the  title  of  Earl  of  Warwick,  as  the  county  after* 
wards,  in  great  numbers,  countenanced  the  cause  of 
Perkin  Warbeck,  calling  himself  the  Duke  of  York. 
My  grand  sire  joinvii  Simnel'a  standard,  and  was 
taken  fighting  desperately  at  Stoke,  where  most  of 
the  leaders  of  that  unhappy  army  were  slain  in  their 
hampKS.  Thf.  good  knight  to  whom  he  rendered  him- 
self. Sir  Roger  Robsart,  protected  him  from  the  im- 
moaiate  vengeance  of  the  King,  and  dismissed  him 
without  ransom.  But  he  was  unable  to  guard  him 
from  other  penalties  of  his  rashness,  being  the  heavy 
fines  by  which  he  was  impoverished,  occoiviing  to 
Henry's  mode  o/  weakening  bis  enemies.  The  good 
knight  dki  what  he  mi^ht  to  mitigate  the  distresses  of 
my  ancestor;  and  tbeir  friendship  became  so  strict, 
that  my  father  was  bred  up  as  the  sworn  brother  and 
intimate  of  the  present  Sir  Hugh  Robsart,  the  only 
son  of  Sir  Roger,  and  the  heir  of  his  honest,  and  gene- 
rous, and  hospitable  temper,  though  not  equal  to  him 
in  mariial  achievements. ' 

"I  have  heard  of  good  Sir  Hugh  Robsart,"  intci 
rupted  the  host,  "  many  a  time  and  oft.  His  hunts- 
man and  sworn  servant,  Will  Badi^r,  hath  spoke  of 
him  a  hundred  times  in  this  veiy  house— a  jovial 
knight  he  is,  and  hath  loved  hospitalitvand  open 
housekeeping  more  than  the  present  fashion,  which 
lays  as  much  gold  lace  on  the  seams  of  a  doublet  as 
wottld  feed  a  dozen  of  tall  fellows  with  beef  and  ale 
for  a  tvvelvemonth,  and  let  them  have  their  evening  at 
the  alehouse  once  a-week,  to  do  good  to  the  pub- 
lican." 

"  If  you  have  seen  Will  Badger,  mine  host,"  said 
Tressilian,  "  you  have  heard  enough  of  Sir  Hugh 
Robsart;  and  thercfore'I  will  but  say,  that  thehos- 
pitalitv  you  boast  of  hath  proved  somewhat  detri- 
mental to  the  estate  of  bis  family,  which  is  perhaps 
of  the  lees  consequence,  as  he  has  but  one  daughter 
to  whom  to  boqueath  it.  And  here  begins  my  share 
in  the  tale.  Upon  my  father's  death,  now  several 
years  since,  the  good  i>{r  Hugh  would  H-illingly  havo 

•  Thii  »er«ie.  or  aomethxtit  fimilar,  occonre  in  a  long  ballad,  or 
loem,  on  FloddeuFiold,  reriinlpd  by  Uie  lato  Henry  W«h  or. 
tThh  Terse  of  an  old  feong  aetvaUv  ooeama  in  an  old  ploy 


wheva  Ihe  einger  boaaia.— 

Courteoasly  1  can  both  eoanter  and  knack 
Of  Martin  Swart  and  aU  bia  merrymsa 
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made  me  his  constant  companion.  There  was  a 
lime,  however,  at  which  I  felt  the  kind  knight's  ex- 
cessive love  for  field-sports  detained  me  from  studies. 
by  which  I  might  have  profited  morej  but  I  ceased 
to  regret  the  Idsore  which  gratitude  and  hereditary 
friendship  compelled  me  to  bestow  on  these  rural 
avocations.  Tne  exquisite  beauty  of  Mistress  Amy 
Robsart,  as  she  grew  up  from  childhood  to  vroman. 
could  not  escape  one  whom  circumstances  obliged 
to  be  so  constantly  in  her  company— I  loved  her,  in 
'    short,  mhie  host,  and  her  father  saw  it."  . 

"And  crossed  your  true  loves,  no  doubt T'  said 
mine  host;  "it  is  the  way  in  all  such  cases;  and-I 
judge  it  must  have  been  so  m  your  mstanoe,  firom  the 
heavy  sigh  you  uttered  even  noMr."  , 

"The  case  was  different,  mine  host.  My  siut  was 
highly  approved  by  the  generous  Sir  Hugh  Kobsart-^ 
it  was  his  daughter  who  was  cold  to  my  passion." 

"  She  w  as  the  more  dangerous  enemy  of  the  two." 
said  the  innkeeper.  "  I  fear  nk  your  suit  proved  a  cold 
one." 

"She  yielded  me  her  esteem,"  said  Tresailian, 
"and  seemed  not  unwilling  that  I  should  h<>pe  it 
might  ripen  into  a  warmer  passion.  There, was  a 
contract  of  fulure  marria^  executed  betwixt  us, 
upon  her  father's  intercession ;  but  to  comply  with 
her  anxious  request,  the  execution  was  deferred  for  a 
twelvemonth.  During  this  period,  Richard  Vamey 
appear^  in  the  country,  and  )ivailing  himself  of  some 
^  distant  family  connexion  with  Sir  Hugh  Hobsftrt, 
spent  much  af  his  time  in  his  company,  until,  at 
length,  he  almost  lived  in  the  family." 

*' That  could  bode  no  good  to  the  place  he  honoured 
with  his  residence,"  said  Gosling.  \        ^^^  . 

"No,  by  the  rood!"  replied  Tressilian.  "Mis- 
understanding and  misery  followed  his  presence,  yet 
so  strangely,  that  I  am  at  this  moment  at  a  loss  to 
trace  the  gradadons  of  their  encroachment  upon  a 
family,  which  had,  till  then,  been  so  happy.  For  a 
tl*ne  Amy  Robsart  received  the  attentions  of  this 
man  Varney  with  the  indifference  attached  to  com- 
mon courtesies ;  then  followed  a  period  in  which  she 
seemed  to  regard  htm  with  dislike^  and  even  with 
disgjust ;  and  then  an  extraordinary  species  of  con- 
nexion appeared  to  grow  up  betwixt  them.  VaniCT 
dropped  tnose  airs  of  pretension  and  gaUantrv  which 
had  marked  his  former  approaches;  and  Amy,  on 
the  other  hand,  seemed  to  renounce  the  iU-disguised 
disgust  with  wliich  she  had  regarded  them.  They 
seemed  to  have  more  of  privacy  and  confidence 
together,  than  I  fiilly  liked ;  and  I  suspected  that  they 
met  in  private,  where  there  was  less  restraint  than 
in  our  presence.  Many  circumstances,  which  I 
noticed  but  Uttle  at  the  time— for  I  deemed  h6r  heart 
as  open  as  her  angelic  countenance— have ,  since 
arisen  on  my  memory,  to  convince  me  of  their  pri- 
vate understanding.  But  I  need  not  detail  them— 
the  f^ct  speaks  for  itself.  She  vanished  from  her 
father's  house— Vamey  disappeared  at  the,  same 
time— and  this  very  day  I  have  seen  her  in  the 
character  of  his  paramour,  living  in  the  house  of  his 
sordid  dependant  Foster,  and  visited  by  him,  muffled, 
and  by  a  secret  entrance." 

"And  this,  then,  is  the  cause  of  your  quarren 
Methinks,  yon  should  have  been  sure  that  the  fair 
ladv  either  desired  or  deserved  your  interference." 

•'^Mine  host,"  answered  Tressilian.  "my  father, 
such  I  must  ever  consider  Sir  Hu^  Robsart,  sits  at 
home  struggling  with  his  grief,  or,  if  so  &r  recovered, 
Tainly  attempung  to  drown,  in  the  practice  of  his 
field-sports,  the  recollection  that  he  had  once  a 
daughter— a  recollection  which  ever  and  anon  breaks 
from  him  under  chvumstances  the  most  pathedc.  I 
could  not  brook  the  idea  that  he  should  live  in  misery, 
and  Amy  in  guilt ;  and  I  endeavoured  to  seek  her 
out,  with  the  hope  of  inducing  her  to  return  to  her 
Ismily.  I  have  found  her,  and  when  I  have  either 
auc4%i^ed  in  my  attempt,  or  have  found  it  altogether 
unavailing,  it  is  my  purpose  to  embark  for  the  Vir- 
ginin  voyage." 

"  Be  not  so  rash,  good  sir,"  replied  Giles  Gosling; 
**  and  cast  not  yourself  awav  because  a  woman — to 
be  brirf— i«  a  woman,  and  changes  her  lovers  like 
ber  suit  of  ribands,  with  no  better  reason  than  mere 


fantasT.  And  ere  we  probe  this  mattar  Iknhe,  li 
me  ask  you  what  circumstanees  of  suspicioii  dincn 
you  so  truly  to  this  lady's  residence,  or  rather  to  h 
place  of  concealment?'' 

"The  last  is  the  better  cboaen  word,  miner hoa^ 
answered  Tressilian ;  "  and  touching  yoor  qnestia 
the  knowledge  that  V arney  held  large  grants  of  t 
demesnes  formerly  belongmg  to  the  Monks  of  Abiq 
don,  directed  me  to  this  neighbouiiiood ;  and  yiN 
nephew's  visit  to  bis  old  comrade  Foster,  gave  i 
the  means  of  conviction  on  this  s^bjeet." 

"And  what  is  now  vour  purpose,  worthy  art^ 
excuse  my  freedom  in  asking  the  question  so  broadly.' 

"I  purpose,  mine  host,''^said  TressOian,  "ton 
new  my  visit  to  thenlaceof  herreeidenoe  to-DKRWi 
and  to  seek  a  more  detailed  communication  with  h 
than  I  have  had  to-day.  She  must  indeed  he^" 
changed  from  what  die  once  was,  if  my  words 
no  impressbn  upon  her." 

"Under  your  favour,  Master  Tressilian,'* 
landlord,  ^'^you  can  follow  no  such  coune.    TlieM 
if  I  understand  you,  has  already  rejected  your  ' 
ference  in  the  matter." 

"It  is  but  too  true,"  said  Tressilian;  *'I 
denyit." 

"Then,  marry,  by^^hat  right  or  interest  6oym 
process  a  compulsory  interference  with  her  indn- 
tk>n,  diaBjaceful  as  it  may  he  to  herself  and  to  Vs  , 
parents  T  Unless  my  Judgment  gulls  me.  those  vnia 
whose  protection  she  nas  thrown  herself  would  hai« 
small  hesitation  to  rciject  vour  interference^  even  if  it 
were  that  of  a  father  or  brother;  but  as  a  dJBcaiM 
lover,  you  expose  yourself  to  be  repdled  with  the 
strong  hand,  as  well  ss  with  scorn.  Yoa  can  apply 
to  no  magistrate  for  aid  or  countenance;  and  vouara 
hunting,  therefore,  a  shadow  in  water,  and  wdl  onjf- 
(excuse  my  plamness)  come  by  duckixig  and  dangv 
in  attemping  to  catch  it." 

"  I  will  appeal  to  the  Earl  of  Leicester,*'  said  Tm^^ 
silian,  "against  the  infamy  of  his  favourite.— Ill 
courts  the  severe  and  strict  sect  of  puritans— III, 
dare  not,  for  the  sake  of  his  ovm  character,  ref  " 
my  appeal,  even  although  he  were  destitute  of 
pnnciples  of  honour  ana  nobleness  with  which  '' 
mvests  him.    Or  I  will  appeal  to  the  Queen  her. 

"Should  Leicester,"  said  the  landlord,  "be 
posed  to  protect  his  dependant  (as  indeed  he  if  _ 
to  be  very  confidential  with  Vamey,)  the  appeal 
the  Queen  mav  bring  them  both  to  reason.  H< 
majesty  is  strict  in  such  matters,  and  (if  it  be  m. 
treason  to  speak  it)  will  ra^ther,  it  is  saxl,  pardoa 
dozen  courtiera  for  falling  in  love  with  herseU;  tha 
one  for  giving  preference  to  another  woman.  Conn 
then,  my  breve  guest !  for  if  thou  layest  a  pedH 

from  Sir  Hugh  at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  budik 

by  the  story  of  thine  own  wTongs,  the  favourite  Eud 
dared  as  soon  leap  into  the  Thames  at  the  fullest  and 
deepest,  as  offer  to  protect  Vamey  in  a  cause  of  this 
nature.  But  to  do  this  with  sny  chance  of  success, 
you  must  go  formally  to  work ;  and,-  without  staying 
here  to  tilt  with  tbe  master  of  horee  to  a  privy  cou» 
cillor,  and  expose  youreelf  to  die  dagger  of  his 
cameradoes,  you  should  hie  you  to  Devonshire^  get  a 
petition  drawn  up  for  Sir  Hugh  Robsart,  and  make 
as  many  friends  as  you  can  to  forward  your  intetest 
at  court" 

"  You  have  spoken  well,  mine  host,"  saxl  Trean- 
lian,  "and  I  will  profit  by  your  advice^  and  leave  yon 
to-morrow  eariy.'' 

"  Nav,  leave  me  to-night,  sir,  before  to-morroiv 
comes,"  said  the  landlora.  "I  never  preyed  for  a 
guest's  arrival  more  eagerly  than  I  do  to  nave  ytm 
safely  fone.  My  kinsman's  destiny  is  most  like  to  he 
hanged  for  something,  but  I  would  not  that  the  cause 
were  the  murder  of  an  honoured  cuest  of  mine.  '  Bet- 
ter ride  sa^  in  the  dark,'  says  tne  proverb, '  than  m 
dayUght  with  a  cut-throat  at  your  elbow.'  Come,  sir: 
I  move  you  for  your  own  safety.  Tour  horee  ana  aJl 
is  ready,  and  here  is  your  score." 

",  It  is  somewhat  under  a  noble,"  said  Tresauiaiu 
mving  one  to  the  host ;  "give  the  balance  to  prettjr 
Cicely,  yourdaughter,  and  the  servants  of  the  house^^ 

"  They  shall  taste  of  your  bounty,  sir,"  said  G<»- 
Img, "  and  you  should  taste  of  my  daui^tei's  lips  m 
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grate&l  acknowledgmeBt,  but  at  this  hour  she  can- 
not grace  the  porch  to  greet  your  departure." 

"^vo  not  trust  your  daughter  too  far  with  your 
SUesis,  my  good  landlord,'^  said  Tressilian. 

"O,  sir,  we  will  keep  measure:  but  I  wonder  not 
that  you  are  jealous  of  them  all.— Mav  I  crave  to 
know  with  what  aspect  the  fair  lady  at  the  Place  ye»: 
usrday  received  youT' 

"  I  own,"  said  Tressiliai^  "  it  was  angry  as  well  as 
oonlustid,  and  affords  me  httlo  hope  that  she  is  yet 
awakened  from  her  unhappy  delusion." 

*•  In  thai  casfc  sir,  I  sec  not  why  you  should  play 
the  champion  of  a  wench  that  will  none  of  you,  and 
incur  the  resentment  of  a  favourite's  favourite,  as  dan- 
gerous a  monster  as  ever  knusht  adventurer  encoun- 
ters! in  the  old  story  books.'*^ 

"  You  do  me  wrontf  in  tl^e  supposition,  mine  host— 
gross  wrong,"  said  Tressilian ;  '^I  do  not  desire  that 
•Anny  shottlaever  turn  thought  upon  me  more.  Let 
me  out  see  h^r  restored  to  ner  father,  and  all  I  have 
to  do  in  Europe— perhaps  in  the  world— is  over  and 
ended." 

"  A  wiser  resolution  were  to  drink  a  cup  of  sack,, 
and  forget  her,"  said  the  landlord.  *'  But  five-and- 
twenty  and  fifty  look  on  those  matters  with  different 
eyes,  eroedally  when  one  case  of  peepers  is  set  in  the 
sk^dl  of  a  young  gallant,  and  the  other  in  that  of  an 
old  publican.  T  pity  you,  Master  TressHian,  but  1 
see  act  how  I  can  aid  you  in  the  matter." 

**  Only  thus  far,  mine  host,"  rephed  Tressilian— 
**  Keep  a  watch  on  the  motions  of  those  at  the  Place, 
which  thou  canst  easily  learn  without  suspicion,  as 
d!  men*s  news  fly  to  the  ale-bencJi ;  and  be  pleased 
ts  communicate  the  tidinj^  [n  writing  to  such  person, 
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and  to  no  other,  who  shall  bring  you  this  ring  as  a 
ipectal  token— look  at  it— it  is  of  value,  ana  I  will 
ftttll  bestow  it  on  you." 

"Ilay,  sir^"  said  the  landlord,  *  I  desuie  no  recom 
pease— but  it  seems  an  unadvised  coin-se  in  me,  beiii^ 
/ns  public  line,  to  connect  myself  in  a  matter  of  this 
dark  and  perilous  nature.  I  have  no  interest  in  it." 
"Vou,  and  every  fhther  in  the  land,  who  would 
have  his  daughter  released  firom  the  snares  of  shame, 
and  sin,  and  misery,  have  an  interest  deepex  than 
aimht  concerning  earth  only  could  create." 

^^  Well,  sir,"  said  the  host,  "  these  are  brave  words; 
and  I  do  pity  ttom  my^  soul  the  frank-hearted  old  gen- 
tleman, who  has  miniahed  his  estate  in  good  house- 
keeping for  the  honour  of  his  country,  and  now  has 
his  dnu^hter,  wlio  should  be  the  stay  of  his  ace,  and 
so  forth,  whisked  up  by  such  a  kite  as  this  Vamey. 
And  though  your  part  m  the  matter  ia  somewhat  of 
the  wildest,  yet  I  will  e'en  be  a  madcap  for  comoany, 


r-_,  , . ^  my  sc ,  -- 

It  were  bad  for  the  custom  of  (he  Black  JBear,  should 
it  be  said  the  bear-war({^r  interfered  in  such  matters. 
Vamey  has  interest  enough  with  thd  justices  to  dis- 
mount my  noble  emblem  f^om  the  post  on  which  he 
swings  so  gallantly,  to  call  in  my  license,  and  ruin 
me  from  garret  to  cellar." 

"  Do  not  doubt  my  secresy,  mine  host,"  said  Tres- 
silian ;  "  I  will  retail^  besides,  the  deepest  sense  of  thy 
i«rvice,  and  of  the  nsk  thou  dost  nm— remember  the 
ring  is  my  sure  token.— And  now,  farewell— for  it'was 
thy  wise 'advice  that  I  should  tarry  here  as  shok't  a 
tune  as  may  be." 

"Follow  me,  then.  Sir  Chiest,"  saki  the  landlord, 
**and  tread  as  gently  as  if  e&cs  wore  under  your 
foot,  instead  of  deal  boards.— No  man  must  know 
when  or  how  yow  departed." 

By  the  aid  Of  his  dark  lantern  he  conducted  Tres- 
silian, as  soon  as  he  had  made  himself  ready  tor  his 
journev,  through'  a  long  mtncacy  of  passages,  which 
opened  to  an  outer  court  and  from  thence  to  a  remote 

9 able,  whpre  he  had  already  placed  his  guest's  horse. 
ic  then  aided  him  to  fasten  on  the  saddle  the  small 
portmontlc  which  contained  htS  necessaries,  opened 
t  pes  fern-door,  and  with  a  hearty  shake  of  thd  hand, 
and  a  reiteration  uf  hts  promise  to  attend  to  what 
went  on  at  Cumnor-lplace,  he  dismissed  bis  guest  to 
nt  solitary  journey. 

C 


Far  in  Um  lane  a  loaely  hut  he  foand. 

No  tenant  veniurvd  on  the  unwhoUnMmit  (ro«n4; 

Here  emokoi  hi«  forfe,  he  knrce  his  tfincwjr  aroa« 

And  earir  etrokee  Um  eoiindinf  anvil  wann ; 

▲nmnd  in*  alwu  the  atedjr  sparkiea  flew, 

▲•  for  the  Mt«eo  t»  aUapad  the  bendtna  shoe. 

Gay's  TrftU. 
As  It  was  deemed  .proper  by  the  traveller  himselC 
as  well  as  by  Giles  Gosling,  that  Tressilian  shoula^ 
avoid  being  seen  in  the  neighbourhood  of  ^Cumnor 
by  those  whom  accident  might  make  early  risers,  the 
landlord  had  given  him  a  route,  consisting  of  variotts 
byways  and  lanes,  which  he  was  to  follow  in  suooes-  ' 
sion,  and  which,  all  the  turns  and  short-cuts  duly  ob- 
served, was  to  conduct  him  to  the  public  roM  to 
Marlborough. 

But,  like  counsel  of  every  other  kind,  this  species 
of  direction  is  much  more  easily  given  than  followed  8 
and  what  betwift  the  intricacy  of  the  way^  the  dull- 
ness of  the  night^  Tressilian's  ignorance  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  sad  and  peiplexing  tlioughu  with  which 
he  had  to  contend,  as  journey  proceeded  so  slowly, 
that  morning  foimd  bun  only  m  the  vole  of  White- 
hors&  memorable  for  the  defeat  of  the  Danes  in  £(Mr* 
mer  daya,  with  ms  horse  deprived  of  a  fore-foot  shoe, 
an  acadent  which  threatened  to  put  a  stop  to  his 
journey,  by  laming  the  animal.  The, residence  of  • 
smith  was  his  first  object  of  inquiry,  in  wliich  he  re* 
ceived  little  satisfaction  from  the  aulness  or  sullen- 
ness  of  one  or  two  peasants,  early  bound  for  their  la- 
bour, who  gave  brief  and  indifierent  answers  to  his 
Questions  on  the  subject.  Anxious,  at  length,  that 
the  partner  of  his  journey  should  suficr,a8  h'ttk  as 
possible irom  tlie  unfortunate  accident,  Tressilian  dis- 
mounted, and  led  his  horse  in  the  direction  of  a  litde 
hamlet,  where  he  hoped  either  to  find  or  hear  tidings 
of  such  an  artificer  as  he  now  wsntod.  Through  a 
deep  and  muddy  lane,  he  at  Icngtli  warfed  on  to  the 
place,  which  proved  only  an  assemblage  of  five  or 
six  miserable  huts,  about  the  dqors  of  which  one  or 
two  persons,  whose  appearance  seemed  as  rude  as 
that  of  their  dwellings,  were  beginning  the  toils  of 
the  day.  One  cottage,  however,  sefemed  of  rather 
superior  aspect,  and  the  old  dame,  who  was  sweep- 
ing her  threshold,  appeared  something  less  rude 
than  her  neighbours.  To  her  Tressilian  addressed 
the  of\-repeated  Question,  whether  there  was  a  smith 
in  this  neighbourhood,  or  any  place  where  he  could 
refresh  his  norse  1  The  dame  looked  hjm  in  the  faoa 
with  a  pe;;uliar  expression*  as  she  replied,  "  Smith ! 
ay,  truly  is  there  a  smith— what  wouldest  ha'  wT  un, 
moB?" 

"  To  shoe  my  horse,  sood  dome,"  answered  Tret- 
stlisn  r"  you  may  see  that  he  has  thrown  a  fore-foot 
shoe. 

'*  Msster  Holiday  T  exclaimed  the  dam^  without 
returning  any  direct  answer — "Master  Herasinua 
Holiday,  come  and  apeak  to  mon,  and  please  you.*' 

"  PattU  linguU"  answered  a  voice  from  within  t 
"  I  cannot  now  come  fo^h  Gammer  Sludge^  beingiin 
the  very  sweetest  bit  of  my  morninff  studies." 

"  Nay,  but.  good  now.  Master  Iloliday,  come  ye 
out.  do  ye— Here's  a  mon  would  to  Way  land  Snuth, 
ana  I  care  not  to  show  him  way  to  devil— his  huise 
hath  cast  shoe." 

"  Quid  mihi  cum  cahaUo  7"  re))Iied  the  man  .of 
iQjirning  from  within ;     I  think  there  is  but  one  wise 
man  in  the  hundred,  and  they  cannot  shoe  a  horse 
without  him  1" 
And^forth^came  the  honest  pedagogue^  for  such  his 

with 
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dress  bespoke  him.  A  lone,  lean.  sharnbUne,  stoop; 
ing  fignre,  was  surmounteg  by  a  head  thatched  witii 
lank  black  hair,  somewhat  inclining  to  grav.  His  fe» 
tures  hi|d  the  cast  of  habitual  authority^  which  I  sup- 
pose Dionysius  carried  with  him  from  the  throne  U# 
the  schoolmsstcr's  pulpit,  and  bequeathed  as  a  lega- 
cy to  all  of  the  same  profession.  A  black  buckram 
cassock  was  gathered  at  his  mkldlc  with  a  belt,  at 
which  hung,  mstead  of  knife  or  weapon,  a  gopdlr 
leatlicrn  pon-and -ink-case.  His  ferula  was  stuck  on 
the  other  side.  liKe  Harlequin's  wooden  sword;  and 
he  carried  in  his  hand  the  tattered  volume  whivh  be 
had  been  busily  perusing,  j.  ...  , 
On  seeing  a  person  of  Tressihan's'  appearaao^b 
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wtiich  he  wasbetfer  able  to  estimate  than  .the  ooun  try 
folks  had  been,  the  st^faooimHster  unbonnetted,  and 
accosted  him  with,  **  Salvtt  domxru.  JnUtiigisne  Un- 
guam  LoHnam  ?" 

Tressiliaa  mustered  his  learning  to  reply.  ^^JUngutc 
LkmHjub  haud  penUus  isrnarv^  venia  tua^  domino  eru- 
ditianmty  tem<tculam  iibeniius  loquor." 

The  Latin  rep^  had  upon  the  schoolmaster  the  ef- 
fect which  the  mason's  sien  is  said  to  produce  on  the 
brethren  of  the  trowel.  H6  >vaB  at  once  interested  in 
the  learned  traveller,  listened  with  gravity  to  his  sto- 
ry of  a  tired  horse  and  a  lost  shoe,  and  then  replied 
'  with  solemnity,  "  It  may  appear  a  simple  thing,  most 
worshipful,  to  reply  to  you,  that  there  dwells,  within 
a  briaf  mile  of  these  tuffuruz^  the  best  fab  er /err  ari- 
ii«^  the  most  accomplished  blacksmith  that  ever 
nailed  iron  upon  horse.  Now,  were  I  to  say  so, 
I  warrant  me  you  would  thmk  yourself  compos  voHf 
or.  as  the  vulgar  have  it,  a  made  man." 

^* I  should  at  least,"  said  Tressilian,  "have  a  direct 
answer  to  a  plain  question,  which  seems  difficidt  to 
oe  obtained  in  this  countrv." 

"  It  is  a  mere  sendingoi  a  sinftil  soul  to  the  evil  un," 
said  the  old  woman,  "  ihe  sending  a  living  creaturo'to 
Wayland  Smith."  .m 

"  Peace,  Gammer  Sludge !"  said  the  pedagogue ; 
*pauea  verba^  Gammer  Sludge;  look  to  the  mrmity, 
Qammer  Sludge;  airehir  jentaciilumy  Gammer 
Sludge;  this  gentleman  is  none  of  thy  gossips/' 
QThen  turning  to  Tressilian,  be  resumed  his  lofty  tone, 
^And  so,  most  worshipful,  vou  would  really  think 
yourself /e/iar  Ms  ttrqae^  should  I  point  out  to  you  the 
dwelling  of  this  same  smith  ?" 

"  Sir."  replied  Tressilian,  "I  should  in  that  case 
have  all  that  I  want  at  present—a  horcs  fit  to  carry 
me  fdrward,  out  of  hearing  of  yo\i%  learning."  The 
ast  words  he  muttered  to  himself. 

"  O  coxa  menamortaliumr  said  the  learned  man; 
"well  was  if  sung  b>[  Junius  Juvenalis,  *  numinibits 
vola  exaudila  maUgnU  •'".•. 
^  "Learned  Magister,"  said  Tressilian,  "your  erudi- 
tion 80  greatly  exceeds  my  poor  intellectual  capacity, 
that  you  must  excuse  my  seeking  elsewhere  for  infor- 
mation which  I  can  better  understand." 
■  "There  agam  now."  replied  the  pedagogue,  "how 
fbndly  you  fly  from  him  that  would  instruct  you ! 
Truly  said  Quintilian" 

"I  pray,  sir,  let  Quintilian  be  for  the  present,  and 
anewer,  m  a  word  and  in  English,  if  your  learning 
ran  condescend  so  far,  whether  there  is  any  place  here 
where  I  can  have  opportunity  to  refresh  my  horsey 
until  I  can  have  him  shod  T* 

"  Thus  much  courtesy,  sir,"  said  the  schoolmaster, 
**I  can  readily  render  you,  that  although  thei^  is  m 
\  this  poor  hamlet  {nostra  paupera  regno)  no  regular 
hospiiiuTn,  as  my  namesaike  Erasmus  calleth  it.  yet, 
forasmuch  as  you  are  somewhat  imbued,  or  at  least 
tinged  as  it  were,  with  good  letters,  I  will  use  my  in- 
teiest  with  the  good  woman  of  the  house  to  accom- 
modate you  with  a  phtter  of  furmity^an  wholesome 
food  for  which  I  have  found  no  Latin  phrase— your 
horse  shall  have  a  share  of  the  cow-house,  with  a 
bottle  of  sweet  hay,  in  which  the  good  woman  Sludge 
so  much  abounds,  that  it  may  oe  said  of  her  cow, 
/famum  habetin  comus  and  if  it  please  yon  to  bestow 
on  me  the  pleasure  of  your  company,  the  banquet 
shall  cost  you  nesemissem  gmdem^  so  much  is  Gam- 
mer Sludge  bound  to  me  for  ihe  pams  I  have  bestow- 
ed on  the  top  and  bottom  of  her  hopeAil  heir  Dickie, 
whpm  I  have  painfully  made  to  travel  through  the 
accidence" 

"Now,  God  yield  ye  for  it,  Master  Herasmus," 
said  the  good  Gammer,  "  and  grant  that  little  Dickie 
may  be  the  better  for  this  accident !— and  for  the 
est  if  the  gentleman  list  to  stay,  breakfast  shall  bo 
0a  me  boaid  in  the  wringing  of  a  dishclout ;  and  for 
horse-meat,  and  man's  meat,  i  bear  no  such  base  mind 
OS  to  ask  a  penny." 

Considering  die  state  of  his  horse.  Tressilian,  upon 
ihe  whole,  saw  no  better  course  than  to  arcept  thp 
u  /itation  thus  learnedly  made  and  hospitably  con- 
fbmed.  and  take  chance  that  when  the  good  peda- 
l9oggue  had  exhausted  every  topic  of  conversation,  he 
injght  Dossibly  condescend  to  tell  him  where  he  could 


find  the  smith  they  spoke  oil  He  entered  the  hut  ac* 
cordingly,  and  sat  down  with  the  learned  Master 
Erasmus  Holiday,  partook  of  his  furmity,  and  listen* 
ed  to  his  learned  account  of  himself  for  a  good  ball ' 
hour,  ere  he  could  get  him  to  talk  upon  any  other 
topk;.  The  reader  will  readily  excuse  our  accompa- 
nying this  man  of  learning  into  all  the  details  with 
which  he  favoured  Tressilian,  of  which  the  ibUowing 
sketch  ipay  suffice. 

He  was  born  at  Hogsnorton,  wh^re,  according  to 
popular  saying,  the  pigs  play  upon  the  organ ;  a  pro 
verb  which  he  interpreted  allegorically,  as  having  re- 
ference to  thie  ho-d  of  Epicurus,  of  wUich  litter 
Horace  confessed  himself  a  porker.  His  name  ol 
Erasmus,  he  derived  partly  from  his  father  having 
been  the  son  of  a  renowned  washerwoman,  who  had 
held  that  great  scholar  in  clean  linen  all  the  while  he 
was  at  Oxford ;  a  task  of  some  difficulty,  as  he  waa 
only  possessed  of  two  shirts,  "the  on&2.a3  she  ex-  . 
pressed  herself,  "  to  wash  the  other."  The  vestiges  * 
of  one  of  those  camtcuc,  as  Master  Hohday  boasted, 
were  still  in  his  possession,  having  fortunately  been 
detained  by  his  grandmother  to  cover  the  balance  of 
her  bill.  But  he  thought  there  was  a  stUl  higher  and 
overruling  cause  for  his  having  had  the  name  of 
Erasmus  conferred  on  him,  namely,  the  secret  pre- 
sentiment of  his  mother's  mind,  that  in  tbe  babe  to 
be  christened,  was  a  hidden  genhis.  which  should  one 
day  lead  him  to  rival  the  fame  of  the  groat  scholar  of 
Amsterdam.  The  schoolmaster's  surname  led  him 
as  far  into  a  dissertation  as  his  Christian  appelllitive. 
He  was  inclined  to  think  that  he  bore  the  name  of 
Holiday  guasi  lucas  a  non  hteendOf  because  he  gave 
such  few  holidays  to  his  school.  "  Renoe/'  mi  b& 
'*the  schoolmaster  is  termed,  classically,  Ludi  Ma- 
ffistcTf  because  he  deprives  boys  of  their  ploy."  And 
yet,  on  the  other  hand^  he  thought  it  might  Sear  a\e- 
ry  diflerent  interpretation,  and  refer,to  his  otiii  exqui- 
site art  in  arranging-  pageants,  morris-dances,  May- 
day festivities,  and  such  like  holiday  delights,  for 
which  he  assured  Tressilian  he  had  posiuvely  Uie 
purest  and  the  mo^et  inventive  brain  in  England ;  inso- 
much, that  his  cunning  in  framing  such  pleasures  had 
made  him  known  to  many  honourable  persons  both 
in  country  and  court,  and  especially  to  the  noble  Karl 
of  Leicester—'*  And  although  he  may  now  seem  10 
forget  me,"  ho  said,  "  in  the  multitude  of  state  af- 
fairs, yet  I  am  well  assured,  that  had  he  some  pretty 
pastime  to  array  for  entertainment  of  the  Queen's 
Grace,  horse  and  man  would  be  seeking  the  humble 
cottage  of  Erasmus  Holiday.  Parvo  conUntus^  in 
the  meanwhile  I  hear  my  pupils  parse,  and  construe, 
worshipful  sir,  and  drive  avcay  my  time  with  the  aid 
of  the  Muses.  And  I  have  at  all  times,  when  in  cor- 
respondence Vfiih  foreign  scholars,  subscribed  mjfsetf 
Erasmus  ah  Die  Fausto,  and  have  enjoyed  the  dis- 
tinction due  to  the  learned  under  that  title ;  witness 
the  erudite  Diedrichus  Buckerschockius,  who  dedica- 
ted to  me  under  that  title  his  treatise  on  the  letter 
Tau,  In  iin&  sir,  I  have  been  a  happy  and  a  dtstus 
guished  man." 

,  "  Long  may  it  be  so,  nr !"  said  the  traveller ;  "  but 
permit  me  to  ask,  in  your  own  learned  phrase,  Quid 


h-oc  ad  Iphycli  bottSt  what  has  all  this  to  do  with  the 
'loeing  of  my  poor  nag  V* 
"  Futina  Itntef*^  said  the  man  of  learning,  ••wo 


win  presently  come' to  that  point  Vou  must  Know 
that  some  two  or  three  years  past  there  came  to 
these  parts  one  who  called  himself  Doctor  Doboobie^ 
although  it  may  be  he  never  t^rote  even  Ma^sterar" 
thtmj  save  in  right  of  his  hungry  belly.  Or  it  maybe, 
that  if  he  had  any  degreefl|  tney  were  of  the  devil'a 
giving,  for  he  was  what  the  vulgar  call  a  white  witch 
—a  qmning  man,  and  such  lilce.— Now,  good  sir,  I 
perceive  you  are  imnaticnt ;  but  if  a  man  tell  not  nit 
tale  his  own  wajr,  now  have  you  warrant  to  think 
that  he  can  tell  it  m  yours  ?" 

"Well,  then,  learned  sir,' take  your  way.*'  an- 
swered ttessilian ;  "  only  let  us  travel  at  a  stiarpei 
pace,  for  my  time  is  somewhat  of  the  shortest" 

"Well,  sir,"  resumed  Erasmus  Holiday,  with  the 
most  provoking  perseversQce,  "  I  will  not  say.  that 
this  same  Demetrius,  for  so  he  wrote  himsebMwhcn 
in  foreign  parts,  was  an  actnal  cpnjurer,  but  certain 
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k  is,  that  he  profened  to  be  a^brother  of  the  iDTStical 
Order  of  the  Hosf  Crosa,  a  disciple  of  Geber  {ex  no- 
mine cujuB  venit  verbum  vemaeulun^  gibberi^)  He 
eiued  wounds  by  edving  the  weapon  inetead  of  the 
tore— told  fortunes  by  palmiBtry--<li8co?ered  stolen 
goods  by  the  sieve  and  shears— gathered  the  right 
maddow  and  the  male  fern  seed  throogh  use  of 
which  men  walk  invisible-pretended  some  advances 
towards  the  panaceti,  or  universal  elixir^  and  affected 
to  convert  good  lead  into  sorry  silver." 

"In  other  words,"  said  Tressdiftn,  *'he  was  a 
otnicksalver  and  common  cheat ;  bvt  what  has  all 
Ois  to  do  with  my  nag,  and  the  shoe  which  he  has 
Ut&tT'  / 

"With  your  worshipfiil  patience"  rnlied  the  dif- 
fonve  man  of  letters,  "yea  shall  understand  that 
pKaenHy-fMHentia  then,  right  worshipftd^  which 
word,  according  to  our  Marcus  Tullios,  is  *  diJieUium 
renim  diuma  pcrpesnoJ  Tliis  same  Demetrius  Do- 
boobie,  after  dealing  with  the  country,  as  I  have  told 
you,  bogan  to  acquire  ftme  inier  magnaies.  among 
the  prime,  men  of  the  land,  and  there  is  likelihood  he 
might  have  aspired  to  great  matters^  had  not,  ao- 
eording  to  vulgar  fame  (for  I-  aver  not  the  thing  as 
accorumg  wltlk  my  certain  knowledm,)  the  devil 
dainAed  tUB  right,  one  dark  night,  and  flown  off  with 
Demetriu^  who  was  never  seen  or  heard  of  after- 
wards. Now  here  comes  the  medrdUu  the  very  mar- 
row df  my  tale.  This  Doctor  Doboobie  had  a  ser- 
▼ant,  a  poor  snake,  whom  he  employed  in  trimming 
his  fiimaee,  regulating  it  by  just  measure— compound- 
bis  dnigs-^tracing  his  circles— cajoling  his  patients, 
H&ie  as  oetori*.— Well,  right  worahipml,  the  Doctor 
beinK  removed  thus  strangely,  and  m  a  way  which 
Btrack  the  whole  country  with  terror,  this  poor  Zany 
thanks  to  himself  in  the  words  of  Maro,  *  Oho  avulsOf 
wn  dtjieii  tUter  ;*  and,  even  as  a  tradesman's  ap- 
muice  sets  himself  up  in  his  master's  shop  when 
he  19  dead,  or  hath  retired  from  business,  so  doth  this 
Wayland  assume  the  dangerous  trade  of  his  defunct 
master.  But  although,  most  worshipful  sir,  the  world 
(Sever  prone  to  listen  to  the  pretensions  of  such  un- 
worthy men,  who  are,  indeed,  mere  taUitn  banoui^ 
and  cfCarlcUanL  though  usurping  the  style  and  skiU  of 
doctors  of  medicine,  yet 'the  pretensions  of  this  poor 
Z>any,  this  Wayiand,  were  too  gross  to  pass  on  them, 
nor  was  there  a  mere  rustic,  a  villager,  who  was  not 
ready  to  accost  him  in  the  sense  ox  Persius,  though 
in  their  own  rugged  words,— 

*  Dilttis  helleboTVin,  eerto  eompMcere  pnnelo 
NoMus  Qxameof  vetat  hoe  nauira  nMoendi  ;** 

whicn  I  have  thus  tendered  in  a  poor  paraphrase  of 

Rune  own- 
Wilt  thou  mix  ImIMm>i»,  who  tfoth  not  know. 
How  SHinir  greiM  thould  flS  Um mixUvo  go) 
TiM  wt  or  nMdicine  Uiu  forbids,  I  Uow. 

Moreover,  the  evil  reputation  of  the  master,  and  his 
atrange  and  doubtful  end,  or  at  least  sudden  disap- 
pearance, prevented  any,  excepting  the  most  despe- 
rate of  men.  to  seek  any  advice  or  opinion  from  the 
sesvant ;  wherefore,  the  poor  vermin  was  likely  at 
first  to  swarf  for  very  hungeK  But  the  devil  that 
serves  him,  since  the  death  of  Demetrius  or  Doboobie, 
put  him  on  a  fresh  device.^  This  knave,  whether  f^-om 
the  inspiration  of  the  devil,  or  fVom  early  education, 
shoes  horses  better  than  rer  a  man  betwixt  us  ana 
Iceland ;  and  so  he  gives  up  nis  practiee  on  the  bi- 
peds, the  two-legged  and  .unfledged  species  called 
mankind,  and  betakes  him  entirely  to  shoeing  of 


"  Indeed  I  and  where  Sot^  he  lodge  all  this  time  T 
said  TressiHan.  "  And  does  he  shoe  horses  well  1^ 
show  me  his  dwelling  presently." 

The  interruption  pleased  not  theMagister,  who  ex- 
claimed, "'O,  taea  mm^  mortaHum!  though,  bv  the 
way,  I  used  that  quotation  before.  But  I  would  the 
classics  could  ailbrd  me  any  sentiment  of  power  to 
stop  those  who  are  so  willing  to  rush  upon  their  own 
destractk>n.  Hear  but,  I  pray  you,  the  conditions  of 
this  man,'*  said  ho,  in  contmnation,  "ere  you  are 
BO  wflling  to  place  yourself  within  his  danger'' 

"  A*  takes  no  money  for  a*s  work,"  said  the  dame, 
who  stood  by,  enraptured  as  it  were  with  the  fine 


words  and  learned  apothegms  which  glided  so  flnenv 
ly  from  her  erudite  inmate.  Master  Holiday.  But 
this  interruption  pleased  not  the  Magister,  more  thaa 
that  of  the  traveller. 

"  Peace."  said  he^  "  Gammer  Sludge ;  know  yo« 
place,  if  it  be  your  will.  Sujfktmina^  Grammer  Shidgieb 
and  allow  me  to  expound  this  matter  to  our  worskii^ 
ful  guest.— Sir,"  said  he,  again  addressing  Tressiliai^ 
"  this  old  woman  speaks  true,  though  in  her  own 
rude  style  {  for  certainly  this  faber  /errarui$i  or 
blacksmith,  takes  money  of  no  one." 

"And  that  is  a  sore  sign  he  deals  with  Satan*'' 
said  Dame  Sludge }  "  since  no  good  Christian  would 
ever  refuse  the  wages  of  his  labour." 

"The  old  woman  hath  touched  it  again,"  aaid  the 
pedagogue;  "rem  aeu  teHgU—ihe  hath  pricked  It 
with  her  needle's  point.— This  Wayiand  takes  no  roo^ 
ney,  indeed,  nor  doth  he  show  himself  to  any  one." 

"And  can  this  madman,  for  such  I  hold  oim,"  saitf 
the  tmveller,  "know  au^it  like  good  skill  of  his 
trade?" 

"O,  sir,  in  that  let  us  give  the  devil  his  due— Muici* 
ber  himself,  with  all  his  Cyclops,*  could  hardly  amend 
faim.  But  assuredly  there  is  little  wisdom  in  taking 
counsel  or  receiving  aid  from  One,  who  is  but  too 
plainly  in  league  with  the  author  of  evil." 

"  I  must  take  my  chance  of  tl^at  good  Master  Ho* 
liday,"  saul  Tressflian,  rising;  "and  as  my  harm 
must  now  have  eaten  his  provender,  I  must  naedft 
thank  you  for  your  good  cheer,  and  pray  you  to  Aow 
mo  this  man's  residence,  that  I  may  have  the  means 
of  proceeding  on  my  journey.  * 

"  Ay,  ay,  do  ye  snow  him,  Master  Herasmus,"  said 
the  old  dame,  who  was,  perhaps,  desirous  to  get  hcf 
house  fkeed  of  her  guest;  "a'  must  needs  go  vrfaeft 
the  devil  drives." 

"  Domanu»"  said  theMagister,  "I  submit— taking 
the  world  to  witness,  that  I  have  possessed  this  ho- 
nourable gentleman  with  \he  full  mjustice  which  hs 
has  done  and  shall  do  to  his  own  soul,  if  he  becomes 
thus  a  trinketer  with  Satan.  Neither  will  I  go  forth 
with  our  guest  myself,  but  rather  send  my  pupil. — 
Ricarde!  Adsia,  nebulo." 

"  Under  your  favour,  not  so,"  answered  the  old  wo* 
man;"  you  may  peril  your  own  soul,  if  you  list,  but 
my  son  shall  budge  on  no  such  errand ;  and  I  wonr 
der  at  you.  Domine  Doctor,  to  propose  such  a  piect 
of  service  for  little  Dickie." 

"Nay,  my  good  Oammer  Sludge,"  answered  tho 
preceptor^  ^'Ricaidus  shall  n>  but  to  the  top  of  the 
hill,  and  indicate  with  his  digit  to  the  stranger  tho 
dwelling  of  Wayiand  Smith.  Believe  not  that  any 
evil  can  come  to  him,  he  having  read  this  morning, 
fasting,  a  chapter  of  the  Sepmagint,  and,  moreover, 
having  had  his  lesson  m  the  Greek  Testament." 

"  Ay."  said  his  mother.  "  and  I  have  sewn  a  sprig 
of  witch's  elm  in  the  neck  of  ^n's  doublet,  ever  wneo 
that  foul  thief  has  begun  his  pcsctices  on  man  and 
beast  in  these  parts." 

"  And  as  he  goes  oft  (as  I  hugely  suspect)  towarili 
this  conjurer  for  his  own  pastime,  he  may  for  once  » 
thither,  or  near  it,  to  pleasure  us,  and  to  assist  tfils 
stranger.— Kri'o,  hetUt  Rioardel  adtU,  quato,  ml 
dieUieeule,** 

The  pupil,  thus  aflectionately  mvoked,  at  leiijgdi 
eame  stumbling  into  the  room ;  a  oueer,  shambltng. 
ill-made  urchin,  who,  by  his  stunted  growth,  seemed 
about  twelve  or  thirteen  years  old,  though  he  was 
probably,  in  reality^  a  year  or  two  older,  with  a  caf- 
roty  pate  in  huge  disorder,  a  f^kled  sunburnt  vissgei 
with  a  snub  nose,  a  long  chin,  and  two  peery  gray 
eyes,  which  had  a  droll  obliquity  of  vision  approaclih* 
ing  to  a  squint,  though  perhaps  not  a  decided  one.  It 
was  impossible  to  look  at  tho  little  man  without 
some  disposition  to  laugh,  es^ially  when  Gammer 
Sludge,  seizing  upon  and  kissing  him,  in  spite  of  his 
stnig;gling  and  kicking  in  reply  to  her  caresses,  torm 
ed  hin\her  own  precious  pearl  of  beauty. 

"  /?fcrtrrf«,"  said  the  preceptor,  "  you  must  forth- 
with ^which  is  prqfecto)  set  forth  so  far  as  the  top  of 
the  hill,  and  show  this  man  of  worship  Waylano 
Smith's  workshop." 

"A  proper  errand  of  a  morning,'*  said  the  boy,  in 
better,  language  than  Tressilian  expected  i  **  and  who 
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knows  bat  ike  dievil  may  fly  away  with  me  before  I 

"Ay,  marry  may  mi,"  said  Dame  Sludge,  "  and 
fOii  might  have  thought  twice,  Master  Domme.  ere 
fon  sent  my  dainty  darling  on  anow  such  errand.  It 
IS  tot  for  such  doings  I  feed  your  belly  and  clothe 
yoor  back,  I  warrant  you  I"    • 

"Pshaw— ftujr«  gtipd  Gammer  Sludge,*'  answer- 
ed the  preceptor ;  *i  insure  you  that  Satan,  if  there 
be  Satan  in  the  caee^  shall  not  touch  a  thread  of  his 
gament ;  lor  Dickie  can  say  his  pater  with  the  best, 
md  may  defy  the  foul  AeDOt—Euvienidcit  Sijfgiwn^ 
9U/6  ntfatJ^ 

"Ay,  and  I,  as  I  said  before,  haTe  sewed  a  sprig  of 
Am  mountain-ash  into  his  ooUar."  said  the  good  wo- 
man, "which  will  avail  more  than  your  derkshtp,  I 
wus;  but  for  all  that,  it  is  ill  to  seek  the  devil  or  his 
mates  either/' 

"My  good  boy,"  said  TreasSian,  who  saw,  fromm 

Ktesque  sneer  on  Dickie's  face,  that  he  was  more 
Ay  to  act  upon  his  own  bottom  than  by  the  tn- 
Mruction  of  his  elders,  "I  will  give  thee  a  sOver  great, 
my  pretty  fellow,  if  you  will  out  guide  me  to  this 
man  0  ibfge*'* 

The  'boy  gave  him  a  knowing  side-look,  which 
mtaned  to  promise  aeouiesoenoe,  while  at  the  same 
he  eicloimed,     I  be  vour  gmde'to  Wayland 


ohicksT 

**  Tlie  kite !  the  kite  f '  exclaimed  the  old  woman  in 
Mtam,  and  forgetting  all  other  matters  in  her  alam^ 
kastened  to  the  rescue  of  her  chidicBi  as  fast  as  her 
old  legs  could  carry  her. 

.  "T«ow  for  it,.'  said  the  urehm  to  Tressilian; 
"snatch  your  beaver,  get  out  vour  horae,  and  have  at 
ihe  silver  groat  you  spoke  of.'^ 

"Nay,  but  tarry,  tairy,"  eaki  the  preceptor,  "  S^f- 

"Tarry  yourself;"  said  Dickie,  "and  think  what 
answer  vou  are  to  make  to  granny  for  sending  me 
poet  to  the  devil." 

The  teacher,  aware  of  the  responsibility  he  was 
incurting^  bustled  up  in  great  haste  to  lay  hold  of 
Che  urcmn,  and  to  prevent  his  departure;  but  Dickie 
slipped  throufl^  his  fingeri,  bolted  from  the  cotta/se, 
aha  soed  hiin  to  the  top  of  a  neighbouring  rising 
ground;  while  the  preceptor,  deapairing,  by  well- 
•  taught  experience,  of  reoovering  his  pupQ  by  speed  of 
foo^  had  recourse  to  the  most  honied  epithets  the 
Latin  vocabulary  afibrds,  to  persuade  his  return.  But 
.to  mi  anime,  eoreubam  meum,  and  all  such  classical 
endearments,  the  truant  turned  a  deaf  ear,  and  kept 
ftiaking  on  the  top  of  the  rising  ground  like  a  goblm 
by  moonlight,  making,  signs  to  ms  new  aoquaintanee, 
Treasilian,  to  follow  him. 

The  traveller  bst  no  time  m  getting  out  his  horaa, 
And  departing  to  join  his  elvish  guide,  after  half-for- 
•eing  on  the  poor  deserted  teacher  a  recompense  for 
(he  entertainnfent  he  had  received,  which  partly 
.allayed  the  terror  he  had  for  facing  theremm  of  the 
old  lady  of  the  mansion.  Appaientlv  this  took 
iplaoe  soon  afterwards  f  for  tire  Treesiusn  and  his 
ffiide  had  proceeded  far  on  their  journey,  they  heard 
the  screams  of  a  cracked  female  voice  mtermingled 
with  the  classical  objurgations  of  Master  Eraamus 
Holiday.  But  Dickie  Sludge,  equally  deaf  to  the 
.Toioe  of  maternal  tendemees  and  of  magisterial  au- 
ihority,  akipped  on  unoonscknisly  before  Treesilian, 
only  observmg,  that  "  if  they  cried  themselves  hoarse, 
they  might  go  lick  the  honey-pot,  for  he  had  ^ten 
•up  aO  the  honey-comb. himsdf  on  yesterday  eveiu" 

CHAPTER  X 

Then  «ot«i1iic  is,  Uwr  fbnnd  UMfoodaaa  mIA^ 
Fall  bu^lM  onto  his  work  jhtnt 
Who  WM  to  weet  a  wratched  weaiish  elf, 
With  hollow  erw  and  nwboM  ehMka  fonpont, 
Ai  if  bo  lud  been  lone  in  prisoo  pent 

n«  fteryQiMW. 

'*  Aai  we  far  from  the  dweUing  of  this  smith,  my 
sffetty  ladr  saitf  Treesilian  to  bis  young  guide. 


"How  IS  It  yon  call  me 7"  said  the  boy,  looking 
askew  at  him  with  his  sharp  gray  eyea. 

"I  call  you  my  pretty  lad->is  there  any  ofience  in 
that,  my  boy?" 

"No— but  were  you  with  my  grandam  and  Do- 
minie HoUday,  you  might  aing  choma  to  the  oU 
song  of 

*  We  three 
TonFtooUba* 

"And  why  so,  my  little  man?"  said  Treasdian. 

"Because,"  answered  the  ugly  urchin,  "voa  an 
the  only  three  ever  called  me  pretty  lad--]Now  my 
grandam  does  it  because  she  is  parcel  blind  by  age, 
and  whole  blind. by  kindfed^-and  my  roaster, ^m 

E  Dominie,  does  it  to  currv  favour,  and  have  the 
It  piattfr  of  liirmity,  and  the  warmest  seat  by 
ire.    But  what  wu  call  me  pretty  lad  for,  yoa 
know  best  yourself."^ 

"  Thou  art  a  sharp  wuf  at  least,  if  pot  a  pretty  ona 
But  what  do  thy  playfollows  call  thee?" 

"Hobm>bIin,'^  toswered  the  bby,  readily;  "but  for 
all  that,  I  would  rather  have  my  own  ui^y  visnomy 
than  any  of  thdr  joltei[heads,  &at  have  no  men 
brains  in  them  than  a  bnck-bat." 

''Then  yoa  fear  not  tms  smith,  whom  yoa  ars 
going  to  see?" 

"Me  fear  iiim  I"  answered  the  boy;  "if  he  vren 
the  devil  folk  think  hiip,  I  would  not  fear  him:  but 
though  there  is  something  queer  about  him,  be>  do 
more  a  devil  than  you  ar6,  and  that's  i^at  I  would 
not  tell  to  every  one." 

"  And  why  do  you  tell  it  to  me,  then,  my  boy  f* 
said  Tressilian. 

Because  you  are  another  guess  aentleman  than 
those  we  see  liere  everyday,"-  repliM  Dickie;  "and 
though  I  am  as  ugly  as  sm,  I  would  not  hava  vou 
thinlTme  an  ass,  espeaally  as  I  may  have  a  boon  to 
ask  of  you  one  day.^*  • 

"  And  what  is  that,  my  lad,  whom  I  most  not  call 
pretty?"  replied  Treasiiian. 

"O,  if  I  were  to  ask  it  just  now,"  said  the  boy 
"  you  would  deny  it  me— but  I  wiU  wait  tiU  we  mesi 
at  court." 

"At  court,  Richards  are  you  bound  for  oourt?* 
said  Tressilian. 

"Ay,  ay,  that's  just  like  the  rest  of  them,"  replied 
the  boy]  *'I  warrant  me  you  think^  what  shooU 
such  an  ill-favoured,  scrambling  urchin  do  at  oourt  t 
But  let  Richard  Sludge  alone ;  I  have  not  been  cock  J 
of  the  roost  here  for  nothing.  X  will  make  sharp  wit 
mend  foul  feature."  | 

"  But  what  will  your  grandam  say,  and  yonr  tnior       i 
Dominie  Holiday?**  ' 

"E'en  what  they  %,"  repbed  Dickie;  "  the  one 
has  her  chickens  to  rffekon,  and  the  other  has  his 
bovs  to  whip.  I  would  have  given  them  the  candle 
to  hold  long  flinee,  and  shown  this  trumpery  hamlet 
a  fair  pair  of  heelsi  but  that  Dominie  promises  I 
should  go  with  him  to  bear  share  in  the  next  pageant 
he  is  to  set  forth,  and  they  say  there  are  to  be  great 
revels  shortly." 

"And  whereabout^re  they  to  be  held,  my  little 
friend  1"  said  Tnssilian. 

"O,  at  some  castle  fitrin  the  north,"  answered  his 
guide—"  a  world^s  breadth  from  Berkshire.  But  our 
old  Domicile  holds  that  they  cannot  go  forward  with- 
out him ;  and  it  may  be  he  is  right,  for  he  has  put  in 
order  many  a  fair  pageant.  He  is  not  half  the  fool 
you  would  take  him  for,  when  ne  gets  to  work  bo 
understands ;  and  so  he  can  spout  verses  like  a  play- 
actor, whefl,  God  wot,  if  you  set  him  to  stoal  a 
goostf  8  egg,  he  would  be  driibbed  by  the  gander." 

"And  you  are  to  play  a  part  in  bis  next  show?" 
sakl  Tressilian,  Somewhat  interested  by  the  boy's 
boldness  of  eonversatioB,  and  shrewd  estimate  ot 
oharacter. 

"In faith,"  said  Richard  Slodg&m  answer,  "bo 
hath  so  promised  me;  and  if  he  break  hia  word  it 
will  be  the  worse  for  him ;  for  let  me  take  the  bit  be- 
tween my  teeth,  and  turn  my  head  down  hilU  and  I 
will  shake  him  off  with  a  fall  that  may  harm  his  i 
bones— And  I  should  notjike  much  to  hurt  him  • 
neither,"  said  he^  "for  the  tiresome  old  fool  has  pam- 
foJly  laboured  to  teach  me  all  he  oould.~But  enough 
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of  that— here  ire  we  at  Waytand  Smith's  foi^e- 
door.** 

*'  You  Jest,  mylittie  friend/'  said  Trearilten ;  "  here 
is  nothii^^  but  a  bare  moor,  and  that  rinj;  of  stones, 
with  a  great  one  in  the  midst,  like  a  Cornish  banow.'* 

**  Ay,  and  that  great  flat  stone  in  the  midst^  which 
lies  across  the  top  of  these  uprights,"  said  the  boy, 
"  is  Waytfuid  Smith's  counter,  that  yoo  must  tell 
down  your  money  upon." 

"What  do  you  mean  by  mek  foUfV  said  the 
travelier^  b<mniuna  to  be  angry  with  the  boy.  and 
vexed  with  tumself  for  having  trusted  sueh  a  hare- 
brained guide.  -  . 

"Why,"  said  Dickie^  with  a  gnn,  "you  must  tie 
ftnr  horse  to  that  upright  stone  that  has  the  ring 
in't,  and  then  you  must  whistle  three  times,  and  lay 
ne  down  your  silver  groat  on  that  other  flat  stone, 
walk  out  of  the  circle,  sit  down  on  the  west  side  of 
that  little  thicket  of  bushes,  and  take  heed  you  look 
neither  to  right  nor  to  left  for  ten  minutes,  or  so  long 
as  you  shall  hear  the  hammer  clink,  and  whenever 
it  oeases,  say  vour  prayera  for  the  space  you  eould 
tell  a  hundred,  or  count  over  a  hundred,  which  will 
do  as  well,>-and  then  come  into  the  circle  t  vou  will 
find  your  money  gone  and  your  horse  shod." 

"  My  money  gone  to  a  certainty  1"  said  Tressilian ; 
^*  but  as  for  the  rest--Hark  ye,  my  lad,  1  am  not  your 
schoolmaster;  but  if  you  play  off  your  waggery  on 
me,  I  will  take  a  part  of  his  task  on  his  hands,  and 
puntah  you  to  purpose." 

"  Ay,  when  you  can  catch  me  f*  said  the  boy ;  and 
presently  took  to  his  heels  across  the  heath,  with  a 
velocity  which  baffled  every  attempt  of  Tressiiian  to 
OfisrCake  him,  loaded  as  he  waa  with  his  heavy  boots. 
Nor  was  it  the  least  provoking  part  of  the  urchin's 
eonduct,  that  he  did  not  exert  his  utmost  s|)eed,  hke 
osewho  finds  himself  in  danger  or  who  is  frightened, 
but  preserved  just  such  a  rate  as  to  encourage  Tres- 
ajliaa  to  contmue  the  chase,  and  then  darted  awa^ 
ihMn  him  with  the  swiftness  of  the  wind,  when  his 
pqrsuer  supposed  he  had  nearly  run  him  down,  dou- 
bling at  the  same  time,  and  winding)  so  as  alw.ay8 
to  ke«p  near  the  place  from  which  he  started. 

This  lasted  until  Tressilian^  from  very  weariness, 
stood  still,  and  was  about  to  abandon  the  pursuit 
with  a  hearty  curse  on  the  ill-favoured  urchin,  who 
bad  engaged  him  in  an  exercise  so  ridiculous.  But 
the  boy,  who  had,  as  formerly,  planted  himself  on 
the  top  of  a  hillock  close  in  aonL  began  to  clap  his 
Jon^  thin  hands,  point  with  his  skinny  fingers,  and 
twist  his  wild  and  uely  features  into  such  an  extra- 
vagant expression  of  laughter  and  derision,  that  Tres- 
silian besan  half  to  doubt  whether  he  had  not  in  view 
an  actual  hobgoblin. 

Provoked  extremely,  yet  at  the  same  time  feeling, 
an  irresistible  desire  to  lavwh,  so  very  odd  were  the 
boy's  grimaces  and  gesticulation's,  the  Cornish  man 
returned  to  his  horae,  and  mounted  him  with  the  pur* 
pose  of  pursuing  Dickie  at  more  advantage. 

The  boy  no  sooner  saw  him  mount  his  oorse,  than 
he  hallo'd  out  to  him,  that  rather  than  he  should 
Spoil  his  white- footed  nag,  he  would  come  to  him, 
un  condition  he  would  keep  his  fingers  to  himsel£ 

"  1  will  make  no  conditions  witn  thee,  thou  ugly 
varlet !"  said  Tressilian ;  "  I  will  have  thee  at  my 
mercv  in  a  moment." 

'Ana,  Master  Traveller,"  said  the  boy,  "there  is 
.  a  marsh  hard  by  would  swallow  all  the  horses  of  the 
Clueen's  Guard— I  will  into  it,  and  see  where  you  will 
go  then.— You  shall  hear  the  bittern  bump,  and  the 
wild-drake  4iuack,  ere  you  get  hold  of  m^ without  my 
consent,  I  promise  you." 

Tressilian  looked  out,  and,  from  the  appearance  of 
the  ground  behind  the  hillock,  believed  it  might  be 
as  the  boy  sajiL  and  accordingly  determined  to  strike 
up  a  peace  with  so  light-footed  and  ready-witted  an 
enemy—"  Come  down,"  he  said,  "  thou  mischievous 
brat  t— Leave  thy  mopping  and  mowing,  and  come 
hither ;  I  wUl  do  thee  no  harm,  as  I  am  a  gentleman." 

The  boy  answered  his  invitadon  with  the  utmost 
eonfidence,  and  danced  down  from  his  stance  with 
s  gailiard  sort  of  step,  keeping  his  eye  at  the  same 
time  fixed  on  Tresailian's,  who,  once  more  dismount- 
ed. ^'n\d  with  his  horse's  bridle  in  his  hand,  breaxh- 
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ly  tnee  sppies  tnrvogn  tne  wnoie  wmter." 
ere  you  to  give  me  an  orchard  of  apples,"  said 
Sludee,  *^I  can  guide  thee  no  better  than  I 
[one.  Xay  down  the  silver  token  on  the  flat 


less,  and  half  exhausted  with  his  flroitless  ezoL.— . 
ihoufi^  not  One  drop  of  moisture  appeared  on  m^ 
freckled  forehead  of  the  urchin,  which  lodked  fika 
a  piece  of  dry  and  discoloured  parchment,  drawn  tight 
across  the  brow  of  a  fleshless  skull. 

"  And  tell  me.",  said  Tressilian,  "  why  you  use  nib' 
thus,  thou  mischievous  imp  1  or  what  your  meaning 
fB  by  telling  me  so  absurd  a  legend  as  you  wished  but 
now  to  put  on  me?  Or  rather  show  me.  m  good 
earnest,  this  smith's  forge,  and  I  will  give  thee  what 
will  buy  thee  sppies  through  the  whole  wmter." 

"Were 3  .      .    ^       .     .. 

Dickie  Slt_ 

have  done. , 

stone— whistle  three  times— then  come  sit  down  on 
the  western  side  of  the  thicket  of  gorse ;  I  will  sit  bv 
]roo,  and  give  you  free  leave  to  wring  my  head  oft 
imless  you  hear  the  smith  at  work  withm  two  minutet- 
after  we  are  seated." 

'*I  may  be  tempted  to  take  thee  at  thy  word,"  said 
Tressilian,  "  if  you  make  me  do  aught  half  so  ri^ 
culous  for  your  own  mischievous  sport— however,  I 
will  prove  your  spell.— Here,  then,  1  tie  my  hors^  to 
this  upright  stone— I  must  lay  my  sHver  groat  here, 
and  whistle  three  times,  sayst  thou  1" 

"Ay,  but  thou  must  whistle  louder  than  an  u»> 
fledged  ousel,"  aakl  the  boy,  as  Tressilian,  havmg 
laid  down  his  money,  and  half  ashamed  of  the  folly 
he  practised,  made  a  careless  whistle— "You  moM 
whistle  louder  than  that,  for  who  knows  where  th« 
smith  is  that  you  call  for?— He  may  be  in  the  Ki^iff 
of  Franse's  stables  for  what  I  know." 

"  Why,  yott  said  but  now  he  waa  no  devil,'*  repBecl. 
Tressilian. 

"Man  or  devil,"  said  Dickie,  "I  see  that  I  must 
summon  him  for  you;"  and  therewithal  he  whistled 
ehaip  and  ehrill,  with  an  acuteness  of  sound  that 
almost  thrilled  through  Tressifian's  brab— "That  is 
what  I  call  whistlhie/'  said  he,  afjter  he  had  repeated 
the  signal  thrice ;  *^and  now  to  -cover,  to  cover,  or 
Whit^Eoot  will  not  be  shod  this  day." 

Tressilian,  musing  what  the  upshot  of  this  mum- 
mery was  to  be,  yet  satisfied  there  was  to  be  some 
serious  result,  bjr  the  confidence  with  which  the  boy 
had  pot  himself  in  his  power,  suffered  himself  to  be 
conducted  to  that  side  of  ihe  Uttle  thicket  of  gprea 
and  brushwood  which  wasTarthest  from  the  circle  of 
stones,  and  there  sat  down :  and  as  it  occurred  to  Um 
that,  after  all,  this  miiHit  be  a  tridt  for  stealing  his 
horse,  he  kept  his  hand  on  the  boy's  collar,  deter- 
mined to  make  him  hostage  for  its  safety. 

"Now,  hush  and  listen,"  said  Dickie,  in  a  low- 
whisper  ;  "you  will  soon  hear  the  tack  of  a  hammer 
that  was  never  krrged  of  earthly  iron,  for  the  stone  it 
was  made  of  was  shot  fix>m  the  moon."  And  in 
cfiect  Tressilian  did  hnmediately  hear  the  light  stroke 
of  a  hammer,  as  when  a  lamer  is  at  work.  The 
singularity  of  such  a  sound,  in  so  very  lonely  a  place, 
made  him  involuntarily  start ;  but  Jooking  at  the  boy, 
and  discovering,  by  the  arch  mallcbus  expression  or 
his  countenance,  that  the  urchin  saw  and  enjoyed  his 
light  tremor,  he  became  convinced  that  the  whole 
was  a  concerted  stratagem,  and  determined  to  know 
by  whom,  or  for  what  purpose,  the  trick  was  play- 
ed ofll 

Accordingly,  he  remained  perfectly  quiet  all  the 
time  that  the  hammer  continued  to  sound,  being  about 
the  space  usually  employed  in  fixing  a  horse-shde. 
But  the  instant  the  soimd  ceased,  Tressilian,  instead' 
of  interposing  the  space  of  time  which  his  guide  had 
required,  started  up  with  his  sword  in  his  hand,  ran 
round  the  thicket,  and  confronted  a  man  in  a  farrier's 
leathern  apron,  but  otherwise  fantastically  attired  in 
a  bear-skin  dressed  with  the  fur  on,  and  a  cap  of  tho 
same,  which  almost  hid  the  sooty  and  begrimed  fcA 
tares  of  the  wearer— ".Come  back,  come  back !"  crie»l 
the  boy  to  Tressilian.  "or  you  will  be  torn  to  piece* 
—no  man  lives  that  looks  on  him."— In  fact,,  the  in 
visible  smith  (now  fully  visible)  heaved  up  his  ham 
mcr,  and  showed  symptoms  of  doing  battle. 

But  when  the  boy  observed  that  neither  his  own 
entreaties,  nor  the  menaces  of  the  farrier,  sppearea 
to  change  TreBSilian'a  purpose,  but  that,  on  the  con- 
trary, np  confronted  Uie  hammer  with  his  drawn 
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he  exclaimed  to  the  smith  in  turn,  Wayland, 
Couch  him  not,  or  you  will  come  by  the  worse  I— the 
gentleman  ie  a  true  gentleman,  ana  a  bold." 

**  So  thou  hast  betrayed  me,  Flibbertigibbet  7"  said 
the  smith ;  "  it  8ha|l  be  the  worse  for  thee  T' 
^  **  Be  who  thou  wilt,"  said  Tressilian,  "  thou  art  in 
no  danger  from  me.  so  thou  tell  me  the  meaning  of 
this  practic&  and  why  thou  drivest  thy  uade  in  this 
mysterious  fashion." 

The  smith,  however,  turning  to  Tressilian,  ex- 
olaimed,  in  a  threatening  tone,  Who  questions  the 
Keeper  of  the  Crj'Stal  Castle  of  Light,  the  Lord  of 
the  Green  Lion,  the  Rider  of  the  Ked  Dragon  7— 
Hence !— iivoid  thee,  ere  I  summon  Talpack  with  his 
fiery  lance,  to  quell,  crush,  and  consume  1"  These 
yrorda  he  uttered  with  violent  gesticidation,  mouth- 
ing and  flourishing  his  hammer. 

Peace,  thou  vue  cozener,  with  thy  gipsy  cant  1" 
replied  Tressilian,  scornfully,  '*  and  follow  me  to  the 
hezt  magistrate,  or  I  will  cut  thee  over  the  pate." 
I  "  Peace,  I  pray  thee,  good  Wayland !"  said  the  boy; 
**  credit  me,  the  swaggering  vein  will  not  pass  here ; 
you  must  cut  boon  wTiids.''* 

"I  think,  worshipful  sir,"  said  the  smith,  sinking 
his  hammer,  and  assuming  a  more  gentle  and  sub- 
missive tone  of  voice,  ",  that  when  so  poor  a  man 
does  his  day's  job,  he  mi^ht  be  permitted  to  work 
it  out  aAer  his  own  fashion.  Your  horse  is  shod, 
and  your  farrier  paid—What  need  you  cumber  yourself 
farther,  than  to  mount  and  pursue  your  journey7" 
•  **  Nay.  friend,  you  are  mistaken, "  replied  Tres- 
■Kaa;  every  man  has  a  right  to  take  the -mask 
from  the  face  of  a  cheat  and  a  iu^ler;  and  your 
mode  of  living  raises  tf  suspidon  that  vou  are  both." 

**  If  you  are  so  determined,  sir,"  said  the  smith,"  I 
cannot  help  myself  save  by  force,  which  I  were  un- 
willing to  use  towards > you.  Master  Tressilian;  not 
that  1  fear  your  weapon,  but  because  I  know  you  to 
.be  a  worthv,  kind,  and  well-accomplished  gentleman^ 
who  would  rather  help  than  harm  a  poor  man  that 
is  in  a  strait." 

**  Well  said^  Wayland,"  sakl  the  boy,  who  had 
anxiously  awaited  the  issue  of  their  conference.  ''  But 
let  us  to  thy  den,  man,  for  it  is  ill  for  thy  health  to 
stand  here  talking  in  the  open  air." 


"  Thou  art  right,  Hob^blin,"  replied  the  smith ; 
•nd  going  to  the  little  thnket  of  gorse  on  the  side 
nearest  to  the  circle,  and  opposite  to  that  at  whkh  his 
customer  had  so  lately  couched,  he  discovered  a  trap- 
door curiously  covered  with  bushes,  raised  it,  and,  de- 
Bcendinjg  into  the  earth,  vanished  from  their  eyes. 
Notwithstanding  Tressilian's  curiosity,  he  had  some 
hMitaiion  at  following  the  fellow  into  what  might  be 
a  den  of  robbers,  especially  when  he  heard  the  smith's 
voice,  issuinz  from  the  bowels  of  the  eatih,  call  out, 
"  Flibbertigibbet,  do  you  come  last,  and  be  sure  to 
fasten  the  trap !" 

"  Have  you  seen  enough  of  Wayland  Smith  now  7" 
whispered  the  urchin  to  Tressilian,  with  an  arch 
sneer,  as  if  marking  his  companion's  uncertainty. 

, "  Not  ye^"  said  Tressilian,  firmly ;  and  shaking  off 
fab  momentary  irresolution,  he  descended  into  the 
narrow  staircase,  to  which  the  entrance  led,  and  was 
followed  by  Dickie  Sludge,  who  made  fast  the  trap- 
door behind  him,  and  thus  excluded  every  glimmer  of 
day-light.  The  descent,  however,  was  only  a  few 
st^,  and  led  to  a  level  passage  of  a  few  yards'^  length,  j 
at  the  end  of  which  appeared  the  refiection  of  a  lurid 
and  red  light.  Arriv^  at  this  point,  with  his  drawn 
^  sword  ui  his  hand,  Tressilian  found  that  a  turn  to 
the  left  admitted  him  and  Hobgobhn,  vho  followed 
closely,  into  a  small  square  vault,  containing  n  simith's 
foive,  glowing  with  charcoal,  the  va|)our  of  which  fill- 
pd  the  apartment  with  an  oprTessive  smell,  which 
would  have  been  altogether  suiTocating,  but  that  bv 
some  concealed  vent  tlie  smithy  communicated  with 
the  upper  air.  The  light  afforded  by  the  red  fuel,  and 
by  a  lamp  suspended  man  iron  cham,  served  to  show 
that,  besides  an  anvil,  bellows,  tonga,  hammers,  a 
quantity  of  readv  made  horse-shoes,  and  other  arti- 
cles proper  to  the  profession  of  a  farrier,  there  wore 
also  stoves,  alembics,  crucibles,  retorts,  and  other  in- 
stnunents  of  alchymy.  The  grotesque  figure  of  the 
*  *'  Otv*  food  »-ord4."-^S{csf  dtaUcu 


smith,  and  the  ugly  but  whimsical  features  of  the  boy. 
seen  by  the  gloomy  and  imperfect  light  of  the  charcoaJ 
fire  ajid  the  dying  lamp,  accorded  very  weU  with  aU 
this  mystical  apparatus,  and  in  that  jige  of  superati- 
tk>n*would  have  made  some  impression  on  the  cou- 
rage of  most  men.  \ 

But  nature  had  endowed  Tressilian  with  firm 
nerves,  and  his  education,  originally  good,  had  beea 
too  sediiloQsly  improved  by  subsequent  study  to  give 
way  to  any  ima^nary  terrors;  and  after  giving  a 
glance  around  him,  he  again  demanded  of  the  artist 
who  he  was,  and  by  what  accident  he  cam^  tb  know 
and  address  him  by  his  name. 

*\  Your  worship  cannot  but  remember,"  said  the 
smith,"  that  about  three  years  since,  upon  Saint  Lu- 
cy's Evekthere  came  a  travelling  juggler  to  a  certain 
hall  in  Devonshire,  and  exliibited  his  skill  before  a 
worshipful  knight  and  a  fair  company—I  see  from 
your  worship's  countenance,  dark  as  this  place  is,  thai 
my  memory  has  not  done  me  wrong." 

Thou  hast  said  enough,"  said  Tressilian,  turning 
away,  as  wishing  to  hid^  from  the  speaker  the  nam- 
fiil  train  of  recoUecdons  which  his  discourse  had  un- 
consciously awakened. 

"  The  jiu^lcr,"  said  the  smith,  '*plaYed  his  part  so 
bravely,  that  the  clowns  and  clown-like  squires  in 
the  company  held  his  art  to  be  little  less  than  magi- 
cal:  but  there  was  one  maiden  of  fifteen,  or  there^, 
with  the  fairest  face  I  ever  looked  upon,  whose  rosy 
cheek  grew  pale,  and  her  bright  eyes  dim,  at  the  «ght 
of  the  wonders  exhibited." 

**  Peace,  I  command  thee,  peace  1"  said  Tressilian. 

*'  I  mean  your  worship  no  offence,"  said  the  fifiUow) 
"but  I  have  cause  to  remember  how,  to  relieve  the 
young  maiden's  fears,  you  condescended  to  point  out 
the  mode  in  which  these  deceptions  were  practised, 
and  to  baffle  the  poor  higgler  by  laying  bare  the  mys- 
teries of  his  art,  as  ably  as  if  vou  had  been  a  brother 
of  his  order.— She  was  indeed  so  fair  a  maiden,  that, 
to  win  a  smile  of  her,  a  man  mkht  well" 

"Not  a  word  more  of  her,  1  charge  thee!"  said 
Tressilian ;  **  I  do  well  remember  the  night  you  speak 
of— one  of  the  few  happy  evenings  my  Ijfe  has  Known." 

"  She  is  gone,  then,"  said  the  smith,  interpreting 
after  his  own  fashion  the  sigh  with  which  Tressilian 
uttered  these  words—"  She  is  gone,  young,  beaudfu^ 
and  beloved  as  she  was !— I  crave  your  worship's  psr* 
don— I  should  have  hammered  on  another  themcl 
see  I  have  unwarily  driven  the  nail  to  the  quick." 

This  speech  was  made  with  a  mixture  of  rude  feel- 
ing which  inclined  TressiUan  favoural  ly  to  the  poor 
artisan,  of  whom  before  he  was  inclined  to  judse  very 
harshly.  But  nothing  can  so  soon  attract  tne  uo* 
fbrtuiiate,  as  real  or^  seeming  sympathy  with  their 
sorrows. 

"  I  think,"  proceeded  Tressilian,  after  a  minute'e  si- 
lence, "  thou  wert  in  those  davs  a  jovial  fellow,  who 
could  keep  a  company  merry  uy  sung^  and  tale,  and 
rebech.  as  well  as  by  thv  juggfmg  tncks— 'why  do  i 
find  thee  a"  laborious  nanuicraltsman.  plying  thv 
trade  in  so  melancholy  a  dwelling,  and  under  sucn 
extraordinary  circumstances  7" 

"  My  story  is  not  U)na"  said  the  artist ;  "  but  youi 
honour  had  better  sit  wntle  you  listen  to  it."  So  say- 
ing, he  approached  to  the  Hre  a  three-footed  stool,  and 
took  another  himself,  while  Dickie  Sludge,  or  Flibber- 
tigibbet, as  he  called  the  boy,  drew  a  cncket  to  the  . 
smith's  feet,  and  looked  up  m  his  face  with  fceturea 
which,  as  illuminated  by  the  glow  of  the  forge,  seem- 
ed convulsed  with  intense  curiosity—"  Thon  too,"  said 
the  smith  to  him,  "  shalt  learn,  as  thdu  will  deserv^st 
nt  my  hand,  the  brief  history  of  my  life,  and,  in  troth- 
it  were  as  well  tell  it  ihoe  as  leave  thee  to  ferret  if^ 
out,  since  Nature  ni'ver  packed  a  shrewder  wit  into  a 
more  ungainly  casket.— Well,  sir,  if  my  poor  stonr 
may  pleasure  you,  ifis  nt  your  command  .•—.But  will 
you  not  taste  a'  stoup  of  liquur7  I  promise  you  dsat 
even  in  this  poor  cell  I  have  some  in  store." 

"  Speak  not  of  it,"  said  Tressilian,"  but  go  on  with 
thy  fetorj'.  for  my  leisure  is  brief" 

Vou  ^hall  have  no  cause  to  rue  the  delay,"  said 
the  8iiiiih,"for  your  horse  shall  be  better  fed  in  the 
meantime  than  he  hath  been  this  morning,  and  mado 
fitter  for  travel." 


Cma9,XL] 


EEHlLWDRTfl. 


With  that  tfi«  amst'teft  the  Tftnlt,  and  veturnad  af- 
tn-afew  imnatee*  inierval.  Here,  alao^  weDauae,  that 
the  narrative  may  oommence  in  another  chapter. 


'     CHAPTER  XI. 

]  «7»  mr  lord  MR  •neha  HAtilty, 
(But  all  his  ernti  ye  miwt  noi  wot  of  on. 
And  aomewhat  help  I  y«t  to  hia  workiiiffJ 
That  all  the  ground  oa  which  we  b«o  ridfiaf. 
Till  that  we  coaae  to  Cantertiurf  town. 
He  oaa  all  clean  tanieo  ao  «p  aodown, 
▲jid  pave  it  all  ofailverand  of  gold. 
Tkt  Cam»*s  Yeoman's  PrMgui—CuMrhinf  TUm. 

Tb£  artist  oommenced  his  nanatiye  in  the  follow- 
ing terms  :-*— 

^*  I  was  bred  a  blaoksmith,  and  knew  my  art  as  well 
ase'er  a  black-ihiunb'd,  leathern*apron'd,  swart-faced 
knave  of  that  noble  my8tef|r.  But  I  tired  of  linging 
hammer- tunes  on  iron  stithies,  and  went  out  into  the 
world,  where  I  became  aoanainted  with  a  celebrated 
iuffideri  whose  fingers  had  oeeome  rather  too  stiff  for 
kgeffdemain,  and  who  wished  to  have  the  aid  of  an 
apprentice  in  his  noble  mystery.  I  serv^  bim  for 
SIX  years,  until  I  was  master  of  my  tiaae~I  refer  my- 
self to  your  worshipu  whose  judgment  cannot  be  dis- 
Duted,  whether  I  did  sot  learn  to  ply  the  craft  indif- 
fenuitlyweiir 

'*EjcceUenUv,"  said  Tressilian;  "but  be  brie£>' 

"It  was  not  long  after  I  had  performed  at  Sir  Hugh 
Bobaart's,  in  your  worship's  presence,''  said  the  art- 
ist, **  that  I  took  myself  to  the  stage,  and  have  swag- 
aned  with  the  bravest  of  them  aUT  both  at  the  Black 
Buy,  the  Globe,  the  Fortune,  and  elsewhere;  but  I 
knew  not  how— appks  were  so  plenty  that  year,  that 
ike  lads  in  the  two-penny  gallery  never  took  more 
than  one  bite  out  of  them,  and  threw  the  rest  of  the 
t^ppia  at  whatever  actor  chanced  to  be  on  the  stage. 
So  1  tired  of  it— renounced  my  half  share  in  the  com- 
pany— gave  my  foil  to' mv  oomrade—my  buakina  to 
(ke  wardrobe,  and  showed  the  theatre  a  clean  pair  of 
Ms." 

^Well  friend,  and  what,"  said  Tressilian,  "  was 
your  next  shift  T' 

"I  became,''  said  the  smith,  "half  Dsrteer,  half 
domestic,  to  a  man  of  much  skill  and  little  substance, 
who  practised  the  trade  of  a  physicianer." 

"In  other  word&"  said  TreJBSuian,  *'  you  were  Jack 
Pudding  to  a  quacksalver." 

"  Something  beyond  that,  let  me  hope,  my  good 
Master  TxesSBlian,^'  replied  the  artist;  "and  yet,  to 
any,  trudb,  our  practice  was  of  a^  adventurous  do- 
scription»  and  the  pharmacy  which  I  had  acquired  in 
my  first  studies  for  the  benefit  of  horses,  was  fre- 
quently applied  to  our  human  patients.  But  the  seeds 
of  ail  maladiea  are  the  same  t  and  if  turpentine,  tar, 
pilch^  and  beef-suet,  minglea  with  turmerick,  gum- 
maatick.  and  one  head  of  garlick,  can. cure  the  Horse 
that  hath  been  grieved  with  a  nail,  I  see  net  but  what 
it  may  benefit  the  man  that  hath  been  pricked  with 
a  aword.  But  my  master's  practice;  as  well  as  his 
skill,  went  for  beyond  mine,  and  dealt  in  mon  dan- 
gerous concerns.  He  was  not  only  a  bold  adven- 
tu-ous  practitioner  in  physic,  but  also,  if  your  pleasure 
10  chanced  to  be,  an  adept  who  read  tbe  stars,  and 
*  e^HNinded  the  fortunes  or  mankind,  genethliacaiiy, 
as  he  called  it  or  otherwise*  He  was  a  learned  dis- 
tiller of  simples,  and  a  profound  chymist— made 
•everal  efforts  to  fix  mercury,  and  judged  himself  to 
have  made  a  foir  hit  at  the  philoeopiier's  stone*  I 
have  yet  a  programme  of  his  on  that  subject,  which, 
if  your  honour  tmderstandeth,  I  believe  you  have  the 
better,  not  only  of  all  who  read,  but  also  of  him  who 
wrote  it"- 

He  gave  Tressilian  a  scroll  of  parchment,  bearing 

•t  top  and  bottom,  and  down  the  margin,  the  si^ns 

of  the  seven  planets,  ciiiiously  intermingled  with 

.  talismanical  characters,  and  scraps  of  Greek  and 

^Hebrew.    In  tbe  midst  were  some  Latin  verses  from 

a  cabalistical  author,  written  out  so  fairly,  that  even 

'     the  gloom  of  the  place  did  net  prevent  Tressilian 

from  reading  them.    The  tenor  of  the  original  ran 

•s  follows  r— 


**  ta  fikttoi  solvai,  <h«9Biq«e  volare  aotata, 

Et  vohicn*m  figa«,  facieui  to  rtveie  tutum ; 

8i  pariat  veiitura,  valet  auri  poudurc  rcntuni] 

I        Ventiu  ubi  vult  spiral-  Capiat  qui  capere  potest** 

"  I  protest  to  you,"  saki  Tressilian,  "  all  I  under- 
stand of  this  jaruon  is,  that  the  last  words  seem  to 
mean  *  Catch  who  catch  can.' "  ^ 

"  That,"  sdid  the  smith,  "  is  the  ver>'  principle  that 
my  worthy  friend  and  master,  Doctor  Doboobie, 
always  acted  upon ;  until,  being  besotted  with  his 
own  imasinations,  and  conceited  of  his  hi^^h  chyini- 
eal  skill,  ne  hegran  to  spend,  in  cheating  himself,  the 
money  which  ne  had  acquired  in  cheating  others,  and 
either  discovered  or  built  for  himself,  1  could  never 
know  which^  this  secret  elaboratory,  urwhichhe  used 
to  seclude  himself  both  from  patients  and  disciples, 
who  doubdess  thought  his  long  and  mysterious  ah> 
sences  from  his  oitlinary  residence  in  the  (own  of 
Farriagdon,  were  occasioned  by  his  progress  in  the 
mystic  sciences,  and  his  intercourse  with  the  invisible 
world.  Me  also  he  tried  to  deceive ;  but  though  I 
contradicted  him  not,  he  aaw  thavl  knew  too  much 
of  his  secrets  to  be  sny  longer  a  safo  companion. 
Meanwhile,  his  name  waxed  famous,  or  rather  in- 
fomous,  and  man/  of  those  who  resorted  to  him  did 
so  under  persuasion  that  he  was  a  sorcerer.  And 
yet  his  supposed  advance  in  the  occult  aciences,  drew 
to  him  the  secret  resort  of  men  too  powerful  to  be 
for  inuposes  too  dangerous  to  he  mentioned. 


Men  oursed^  and  threatened  nim,  and  bestowed  on 
me^  the  mnocent  assistant  of  bis  studies,  the  nick- 
name of  the  Devil's  foot-post  which  procured  me  a 
volley  of  stones  as  soon  as  ever  I  ventured  to  show 
my  face  in  the  street  of  the  village.  At  length,  my 
master  suddenly  disappeared,  pretendinjg  to  me  that 
he  was  about  to  visit  his  elaboratory  in  this  place, 
and  ibrbklding  me  to  (ksturb  him  till  two  davs  were 
past  When  this  period  had  elapsed,  1  became 
anxious,  and  resorted  to  this  vault^  where  I  found 
the  fires  extinguished  and  the  utensils  in  confusbn, 
with  a  note  from  the  learned  Dofooobius,  as  he  was 
wont  to  style  himseU;  acquainting  me  that  we  should 
never  meet  sgain,  bequeathinf|(  me  his  chemical  oppa- 
ratus  and  the  parchment  which  I  have  just  put  into 
your  handa  advising  me  strongly  to  prosecute  the 
secret  which  it  oontamed,  which  wotdd  infallibly  lead 
me  to  the  discovery  of  the  grand  magisterium."^ 

"And  didst  thou  follow  this  sage  advice T'  said 
Tressilian. 

"  Worshipftd  sir,  no,"  replied  the  smith ;  "for,  be- 
ing by  nature  cautk>U8,  and  suspicfous  from  knowinjs 
with  whom  I  had  to  do,  I  made  so  many  perquisi- 
tions before  I  ventured  even  to  light  a  fire,  that  I  at 
length  discovered  a  smsll  barrel  m  gunpowder,  cara- 
fiiilir  hid  beneath  the  fiinmoe.  with  the  purpoee,  no 
doubt,  that  as  soon  as  I  should  commence  the  grand 
work  of  the  transmutation  of  metals,  the  explosion 
should  transmute  the  vault  and  all  in  it  into  a  heap 
of  ruins,  which  might  serve  at  once  for  my  slabghier- 
house  and  my  mve.  This  aired  me  of  alchymy 
and  fain  would  I  have  returned  to  the  honest  ham- 
mer and  anvil ;  but  who  would  bring  a  horse  to  be 
shod  by  the  Devil's  post  7  Meantime.  I  had  won 
the  regard  of  my  honest  Flibbertigibbet  here,  he 
being  tnen  at  Farringdon  with  his*  master,  the  sage 
Erasmus  Holiday,  bv  teaching  him  a  few  secrets, 
such  as  please  youth  at  his  age;  and  after  much 
counsel  together,  we  agreed  that  since  I  could  get  no 
practice  in  the  ordinary  way,  I  should  try  now  I 
could  work  out  business  among  these  ignorant  boors, 
by  practising  upon  their  silly  fears ;  and,  thanks  to  « 
Flibbertigibbet,  who  hath  spread  my  renown,  I  havii 
not  wanted  custom.  But  it  is  won  at  u>o  great  risk. 
and  I  fear  I  shall  be  at  length  taken  up  for  a  wizard ; 
so  that  I  seek  but  an  opportunity  to  leave  this  vault 
when  I  can  have  the  protection  of  some  worehipfui 
person  against  the  fury  of  the  populace,  in  case  they 
chance  to  recognise  me." 

"And  art  thou,"  said  Tressilian,  'perfectly  ac^ 
quaiiitcd  with  the  roaiis  in  this  country  r'  , 

"  I  could  ride  them  every  inch  by  midnight"  an 
Bwered  Wayland  Smith,  which  was  the  name  tins 
adept  had  assumed. 

"  Thou  hast  no  horse  to  ride  upon,"  said  TkssRilisR. 
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"Pa/don  me,"  vert&eA  Wayfamd:  "I  hnre  as  good 
a  tit  as  ever  yeoman  bestrode :  and  I  forgot  to  say  it 
was  the  best  part  of  the  meoiciner's  legacy  to  ine| 
excepting  one  or  two  of  the  choicest  of  nie  medic&l 
McretSi  which  I  picked  up  without  his  knowledge 
and  against  his  will." 

"Get  thyself  washed  and  shaved,  then/*  said 
Tressilian ;  "  reform  thy  drees  as  well  as  thou  canst, 
and  fling  away  these  grotesaue  trappings j  and,  so 
thou  wilt  be  secret  and  laithAiI,  thou  shalt  follow  me 
for  a  short  time,  till  thy  pranks  here  are  forgotten. 
Thou  bast,  I  thmk,  botn  address  and  courage,  and 
I  have  matter  to  do  that  may  require  both," 

Wayland  Smith  eagerly  embraced  the  proposal, 
and  protested  his  devotion  to  his  new  master.  In 
a  very  few  minutes  he  had  made  so  great  an  altera- 
,tk)n  m  his  original  appearance,  by  change  of  dress, 
trinuning  his  board  and  hair,  and  so  forth,  that  Ties- 
■iiian  could  not  help  remarking,  that  he  thought  He 
would  stand  in  little  need  of  a  protector,  since  none 
of  his  old  acquaintance  were  likely  to  recognife  him. 

"My  debtors  wbuld  not  psy  me  money,"  said 
Wayland}  shaking  hi^  head ;  'but  my  creditors  of 
evei^  kind  would  be  less  easily  blinaed.  And,  in 
tfutn,  I  hold  myself  not  safe,  unless  under  the  pro- 
tection of  a  gentleman  of  birth  and  character,  as  is 
your  worship.'* 

So  saying,  he  led  the  way  out  of  the  cavern.  He 
then  called loudlyfor  Hobgoblin,  who,  a^er  lingeiing 
for  an  instant,  appeared  with  the  noive  fomiture, 
when  Wayiand  closed,  and  sedulously  covered  up 
the  trap-door,  observing  it  mi^^t  again  serve  him  at 
hia  ne^  be^es  that  the  tools  were  worth  some- 
what. A  whistle  from  th6  owner  brought  to  his  side 
a  nag  that  fed  quietly  on  the  commont  and  was 
accustomed  to  the  signal.  While  he  accoutred  him 
,  for  the  journey,  Trassolian  drew  his  own  girths  tighter, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  both  were  ready  to  mount. 

At  this  moment  Sludge  approached  to  bid  them 
farewell, 

"You  are  going  to  leave  me,  then,  my  old  play- 
fellow," said  the  Doy ;  "and  there  is  an  end  of  all 
our  game  at  bo-peep  with  the  cowardly  lubbards 
whom  I  broudit  hither  to  have  their  broad-footed 
naj^s  shod  by  the  devil  and  his  imps  7" 

"It  is  even  so,"  said  Wayland  Smith;  "the  best 
friends  must  part,  Flibbertigibbet ;  but  thou,  my  boy, 
art  the  only  tiling  in  the  Vale  of  Whitehorse  which  I 
shall  r^ret  to  leave  behind  me." 

"  Well,  I  bid  thee  not  forewell,"  said  Dickie  Sludge, 
"  for  you  will  be  at  these  revels,  I  judge,  and  so  shall 
I ;  for  if  Dominie  Holiday  take  me  not  thither,  by 
me  light  of  day,  which  we  see  not  in  yonder  dark 
holes  I  will  take  myself  there !" 

"In good  tim&"  said  Wayland;  **but  I  pray  you 
lo  do  nought  rashly." 

"  Nay,  now  you  would  make  a  chiW— a  cominon 
chikl  of  me,  and  tell  me  of  the  risk  of  walking  without 
leading  strings.  But  before  you  are  a  mile  from  these 
stones,  you  shall  know  by  a  sure  token,  that  I  have 
more  of  the  hobgoblin  about  me  than  you  credit ;  and 
I  will  so  manage,  that,  if  you  take  advanta^  you 
may  profit  by  my  prank." 

'^What  db^it  thou  mean,  boy?"  said  Tressilian; 
but  Flibbertigibbet  only  answered  with  a  grin  and  a 
caper,  and  bidding  botn  of  them  fareWell,  and  at  the 
same  time,  exhorting  them  to  make  the  best  of  their 
way  from  the  place^  he  set  them  the  ezsmple  by  run- 
ning homeward  with  the  same  uncommon  velocity 
with  which  he  had  bafBed  Tressilian's  former  at- 
tempts to  get  hold  of  him. 

"It  18  in  vain  to  chase  him,"  said  Wayland  Smith; 
"for  unless  your  worship  rs  expert  in  lark-hunting, 
we  should  never  catch  hokl  of  him— and  beskies, 
wiiat  would  it  avail?  Better  make  the  best  of  our 
way  hence,  as  he  advises." 

They  niounted  their  horses  accordin^y,  and  began 
to  proceed  at  a  round  pace,  as  soon  as  Tressilian  had 
explained  to  his  gukle  the  direction  in  which  he  de- 
sired to  travel 

After  they  had  trotted  nearly  a  mile,  Tressilian 
jumld  not  help  observing  to  his  companion,  that  his 
k'jrsc  felt  more  uvely  under  him  than  even  when  he 
wonntsd  in  th«  morning. 


*'Are  yon  advittd  of  that?"  aaid  Wayhind  Simtk 
smiling.  "  That  is  owing  to  a  litde  secret  of  mine 
I  mixed  that  with  a  handfoi  of  oaxs  which  AA 
suve  your  Worship's  heels  the  trouble  of  spurrini 
these  six  hours  at  leas^  Nay,  I  have  not  snidica 
medicine  and  pharmacy  for  nought." 
•  "  I  trust,"  said  Tressilian,  "  your  drugs  will  do  my 
horse  no  harm  T' 

"  No  more  than  the  nmre's  wSSk  which  foaled  him," 
answered  the  artist ;  and  was  proceeding  to  dilate  on 
the  excellence  of  his  redpe^  when  he  was  mtemipted 
by  an  explosion  as  loud  and  tremendous  as  the  mine 
which  blows  up  the  rampart  of  a  beleagured  dty. 
The  horses  started,  and  the  riders  were  equally  sur- 
prised. They  turned  to  gaze  in  the  dirccdon  from 
which  the  thunder-clap  was  beard,  and  behdd,fDst 
over  the  spot  they  had  left  so  recently,  a  huge  polar 
of  dark  smoke  rising  high  into  the  clear  blue  ottnoi- 
phers.  "My  habitation  is  gone  to  wreck,"  md 
Waxriand,  immediately  conjecturing  the  cause  of  the 
.«xpiosion— "  I  was  a  fool  to  mention  the  doctors 
kind  intentions  towards  my  mansion  before  tint 
limb  of  mischief  Fhbbertigibbet—I  might  have  gneii- 
ed  he  would  long  to  put  so  rare  a  frolic  mto  execotioo. 
But  let  OS  hssten  on,  for  the  sound  will  collect  A» 
country  to  the  qpoL" 

So  saying,  he  spurred  his  horse,  and  Tressilian  dlB 
quickening  his  speed,  they  rode  briUily  forward. 

"This,  then,  was  tne  meaning  of  the  little  imrt 
token  which  he  promised  usf '  ssod  Trsseilisn;  "m 
we  lingered  near  the  spot  we  had  found  it  a  lore-toiQP 
wiih  a  vengeance." 

"He  would  have  given  ns  warning,"  nia  the 
smith ;  "  I  saw  him  look  back  mors  than  onee  to m 
if  we  were  ofF— 'tis  a  very  devil  for  mtsdiiefl  vA  eot 
an  iU-natmvd  devil  either.  It  were  long  to  tell  Tear 
honour  how  I  became  first  acquahited  with  him,  iM 
how  many  tncks  he  played  me.  Many  a  good  tm 
he  did  me  too,  especially  in  bringing  me  customm: 
for  his  great  delight  was  to  see  them  sit  sfaiverins  be- 
hind the  bushes  when  they  heard  the  click  of  my 
hammer.  I  think  Dame  Nature,  when  she  locgedi 
double  quantity  of  brains  in  that  mis-shapen  hew  » 
his,  gave  him  the  power  of  enjoving  other  pedplei 
distresses,  as  she  gave  them  the  pleasure  of  Isogmfll 
at  his  ugliness."  . 

"It  may  be  so,"  said  Tressilian ;  "those  who Mj 
themselves  severed  from  society  by  peculiariiiei  tf 
form,  if  they  do  not  hate  the  common  balk  of  nM' 
kind,  are  at  least  not  alto^tber  indisposed  to  eqjof 
their  mishaps  and  calamities."  „,  . 

"But  Flibbertigibbet,"  answered  Wayland,  "l** 
that  about  him  which  may  redeem  his  turri  form*- 
chievous  froUc;  for  he  is  as  fsithful  when  attached, » 
he  is  tricky  and  malignant  to  strangers?  and,  as  1 
said  before,  I  have  cause  to  say  so." 

Tressilian  pursued  the  conversation  no  fortner? 
and  they  continued  their  joumev  towards  DevonsWn 
without  farther  advantore,  until  they  alighted  at  iii 
inn  in  the>town  of  Marlborough,  srncrf celebrated .IW 
having  given  title,  to  the  greatest  general  (ezoepliDK 
one)  whom  Britain  ever  produced.  Here  the  fj^ 
lers  received,  in  the  same  breath,  an  example  of  ik 
truth  of  two  old  proverbs,  namely,  that  IH  naetM 
/tut,  and  that  iAHener$  uld&m  hear  a  good  tau  tr 
iJuvueltet,  ^^ 

.  The  inn-yard  was  in  a  sort  of  combustion  wWj 
they  alighted  j  insomuch,  that  they  could  ^cvrce^ 
man  or  boy  to  take  care  of  their  horses,  so  M  JJJ 
the  whole  nousehold  of  some  news  which  flew  Itoti 
tongoe  to  tongue,  the  import  of  whidi  tb^y.^^J, 
some  time  unaole  to  discover.  At  length,  indeed,  tney 
found  it  respected  matters  which  touched  them  neeny- 

"  What  is  the  mutter,  say  you,  master?"  ""'^J^ 
at  length,  the  head  hostler,  in  r^ly  to  Tresertiwre 
repeated  questions—"  Why,  truly,  I  scarce  know 
myself.  But  here  was  a  rider  but  now,  who  wyj 
that  the  devil  hath  flown  away  with  him  they  <*»«» 
Wayland  Smith,  that  won*d  about  three  miles  ttm 
the  Whitehorse  of  Berkshire,  this  verv  blessed  morn- 
ing, in  a  flash  of  fire  and  a  pillar  of  smoke,  and  rooi- 
ed  up  tlfe  place  he  dwelt  in,  near  that  old  <^^^ 
upright  stones,  as  cleanly  as  if  it  had  all  been  oeivw* 
up  for  a  cropping." 
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"Wliy,  tben*'  said aa old  ftrnier,  "C 

ptty— for  that  Waylaiid. Smith  (wbethi 
devil's  crony  or  no  I  skill  not)  had  a  g 


,  *fhe  more  i« the 
(whether  he  was  the 

8  crony  or  no  i  skill  not)  had  a  good  notion  of 

horae  diseaaes,  and  it'e  to  he  thought  the  bou  will 
thread  in  the  country  far  and  near,  an  S«;tan  has  not 
gien  un  time  to  leave  his  secret  benind  un." 

"Vou  may  say  that,  Gaffer  Grimesby,"  said  the 
hostler  in  return ;  "I  have  carried  a  horse  to  Way- 
hod  Smith  mym^{^  for  be  passed  ail  £surriers  in  tixis 
country." 

"  Did  yon  see  him  1"  said  Dame  Alison  Crane,  mis- 
tress of  the  inn  bearing  that  8ign»  and  deignhiff  to 
term  husband  the  owner  thereofl  a  mean-loorang 
Wo'-my-thumb  sort  of  person,  whose  halting  gai^ 
aqd  long  neck,  and  meddling  heiqMcked  insignifi- 
ctnoc.  are  supposed  to  have  oven  origin  to  the  cele- 
brated old  English  tune  of  **Mj  Dame  hath  a  huate 
tame  Crane.'^ 

On  this  occasion  he  chirp'd  out  a  repetition  of  his 
wife's  auestion,  "  Didst  sea  the  devil,  Jack  Hostler, 
Isav?" 

"  And  what  if  I  did  see  un.  Master  Crane?'*  replied 
Jack  Hoftler,— for,  like  all  the  rest  of  the  household, 
he  paid  as  little  respect  lo  his  master  as  hn  mistress 
herself  did. 

"Nay,  nought,  Jack  Hostler,"* relied  the  pacific 
Master  Crane,  "only  if  you  saw  the  devil,  methinks 
I  wo^  like  to  know  what  im's  likel" 

'*Vou  will  know  that  one  day,  Master  Crane, 
«tid  his  helifmate,  "an  ye  mend  not  yoarmanners, 
■nd  miijd  yourbusmess,  leaving  off  sueh.idlepala- 
bres.— But  truly  Jack  Hosde^  1  should  be  glad  to 
kMw  myself  what  like  the  fettow  was." 
"Why,  dame,"  said  the  hostler,  more  respectfully," 
•8  for  what  he  was  like  I  cannot  tell,  nor  no  man 
dae,  for  why  I  never  saw  un." 

'"And  how  didst  t^ou  get  thine  errand  done,"  eaid 
GaffCTGrimesby,  "  if  thou  seedst  him  not  1" 
,   Why,  I  had  si^oolmaster  to  write  down  aihnent 
9  0^*^  said  Jack  Hostler;  "  and  I  went  v^i*  die  ugli- 
est slip  of  a  boy  fo^  my  guide  as  ever  man  cut  out  o' 
iUDe-tree  root  to  please  a  child  withal." 

And  what  was  itT—and  did  it  cure  your  nag. 
Jack  Hostler  1"-^was  ottered  and  edioed  by  all  who 
Itood  around. 

*'  Why.  how  can  I  tell  you  what  it  was  1"  said  the 
lestler ;  "simply  it  smelled  and  tasted— for  I  did  make 
lold  to  put  a  pea's  substance  into  my  mou^->iike 
liajtahorn  and  savin  mixed  with  vinegarWmt  then 
ao  hartshorn  and  savin  ever  wrought  ao  speedy  a 
cure— And  I  am  dreading  that  if  Wayland  Smith  be 
gone,  the  bote  will  have  rnoie  power  over  horse  and 
cattle." 

The  pri^e  of  art,  which  is  certainly  not  inferior  in 
Its  influence  to  any  other  pride  whatever,  here  so  far 
operated  on  Wayland  Smith,  that,  notwithstanding 
the  obvious.danger  of  his  being  recognisedt  he  could 
Bot  help  winking  to  Tresailian,  and  smiling  mysteri- 
ously, na  if  triumphing  Jn  the  undoubted  evidence  of 
his  veterinary  akiU.  In  the  meanwhile,  the  discourse 
continued. 

"  E'en  let  it  be  so,"  said  a  grave  man  in  black,  the 
compan'ion  of  Gaffer  Grimesby;  "e'en  let  us  perish 
ander  the  evil  God  sends  us,  rather  than  the  devil  be 
our  doctor." 

"  Very  true,"  said  Dame  Crane :  **  and  I  marvel  at 
Jack  •Hostler  that  he  would  peril  his  own  soul  to 
cure  the  bowels  of  a  nag." 

"Very  true,  mistress,"  said  Jack  Hostler,  "but 
the  nag  waa  mv  master's ;  and  had  it  been  yours,  I 
think  ye  would  ha'  held  me  cheap  enow  an  I  had 
feared  the  devil  when  the  poor  beast  was  in  such  a 
taking— For  the  rest,  let  the  clergy  look  to  it.  Every 
man  to  his  crafL  says  the  proverb;  the  parson  to  the 
praysr-book,  and  the  groom  to  his  currycomb." 

"  1  vow,"  said  Darae  Crahe,  "  I  think  Jack  Hostler 
speaks  like  a  good  Christian  and  a  faithful  servant, 
wno  will  spare  neither  body  nof  soul  in  his  master's 
lemce.  However,  the  devil  has  lifted  him  in  time, 
for  a  Constable  of  the  Hundred  came  hilher  this 
niornmg  to  get  old  Gaffer  Pinniewinks,  the  trier  of 
witche^  to  go  with  him  to  the  vale  of  Whitehorsei  to 
eoraprehend,  Wayland  Smith,  and  put  him  to  his  proba- 
tion. I  helped  Pinniewinks  to  sb arpen  his  pinoeca  and 


his  poking-awl,  and  I  saw  the  wamnt  from  Juatioa 
BliBdas.'^ 

"Pooh— pooh— the  devil  would  laugh  both  at  Blin* 
das  and  his  warrant,  constable  and  witch-finder  to 
boot,"  said  old  Dame  Crank,  the  papist  laundress  i 
"Wayland  Smith's  flesh  would  mind  Pinniewinkr 
awl  no  more  than  a  cambric  ruff  minds  a  hot  pioca- 
dilioe-needle.  But  tell  me,  gentlefolks,  if  the  devil 
ever  had  8u<;h  a  hand  among  ye,  as  to  snatch  away 
your  smiths  and  your  artists  from  under  your  no8& 
when  the  good  Abbota  of  Abingdon  had  their  own  1 
By  Our  Lady,  no !— they  had  their  hallowed  taperi^ 
and  their  holy  water,  and  thei^ relics  and  what  no^ 
could  send  the  foulest  fienda  a-packing.— €h)  adt  a 
heretic  parson  to  do  the  like— But  ours  were  a  com- 
ibrtable  DeODie. 

"Very  true,  Dame  Crank,"  said  the  hostler;  "so 
eaid  Sonpkins  of  Simonbum  when  the  curate  kissed 
his  wife,—*  They  are  a  comfortable  people,'  said  he." 

"  Silence,  thou  foul-mouthed  vermin,"  said  Dame 
Crank ;  "  is  it  fit  for  a  heretic  horse-boy  like  thee,  to 
handle  such  a  text  as  the  Catholic  cleigy  Y* 

"In  troth  no,  dame,"  replied  the  man  of  oats i 
"and  aayou  youraelf  are  now  no  text  for  their  hand* 
ling,  dam&  whatever  may  have  been  the  case  in  your 
dav,  I  think  we  had  e'en  oetter  leave  un  alone." 

At  this  last  exchange  of  sarcasm.  Dame  Crank  set 
up  her  throat,  and  oegan  a  horrible  exclamation 
against  Jack  Hostler,  under  cover  of  which  TressiUan 
and  his  attendant  escaped  into  the  house. 

They  had  no  sooner  entered  a  private  chamber,  to 
whi<^  Goodman  Crane  himself  had  condescended  to 
usher  them,  and  dispatched  th^  worthy  and  obse^ 
ouious  hos^on  the  errand  of  procuring  wine  and  re* 
nectfament,  than  Wayland  Smith  began  to  give  vent 
to  bis  self-unportance. 

"  You  see,  sir,"  said  be,  addressing  Tressilian.  "that 
I  nothing  fabled  in  asserting  that  1  possessed  fiilly 


the  mighty  mystery  of  a  farrier,  or  mareschal,  as  the 
French  more  nonourably  term  us.  These  dog-host* 
lers,  who,  alter  all,  are  the  better  judges  in  such  • 
case,  know  what  credit  they  should  attach  to  my 
medicaments.  I  call  you  to  witness,  worshipful  Mas- 
ter Tressilian,  that  nought,  save  the  voice  of  calum- 
ny and  the  hand  of  malicious  violence,  hath  driven 
me  forth  from  a  station  in  which  I  held  a  place  alikb 
iisefal  and  honoured." 

"  I  bear  witness,  rov  friend,  but  will  reserve  my 
listening,"  answered  Tvessihani^  *'  for  a  safer  time ;  un- 
less, indeed,  you  deem  it  essential  to  your  reputation, 
to  be  translated,  like  your  late  dwelhng,  by  the  as- 
sistance of  a  flash  of  fire.  For  you  see  your  best 
friends  reckon  you  no  better  than  a  mere  sorcerer.'* 

"Now,  Heaven  forgive  them."  aaid  the  artist. 
"  who  confoimd  learned  skill  with  unlawful  magic ! 
I  triist  a  man  may  be  as  skilful,  or  more  so.  than  the 
best  chirurgeon  ever  meddled  with  horse-flesh,  and 
yet  may  be  upon  the  matter  little  more  than  other  or- 
dinary men.  or  at  the  worst  no  conjurer." 

"  God  forbid  else !"  said  Tressilian.  "  But  be  silent 
just  for  the  piesent,  since  here  comes  mine  host  with 
an  assistant  who  seems  something  of  the  least." 

Every  body  about  the  inn^  Dame  Crank  herself  in- 
cluded, had  been  indeed  so  interested  and  agitated  by 
the  story  they  had  heard  of  Wayland  Smith,  and  by 
the  new,  varying,  and  more  marvellous  editions  of  the 
incident,  which  ^arri^  from  various  9uarters,  that 
mine  host,  in  his  righteous  determination  to  accom- 
modate his  guests,  had  been  able  to  obtain  the  assist- 
ance of  none  of  his  household,  saving  that  of  a  little 
boy,  a  junior  tapster,  of  about  twelve  years  old,  whi* 
was  called  Sampson. 

"  I  wish,"  he  said,  apologising^  to  his  guests,  as' lid 


set  down  a  flagon  of  sack,  and  promisra  some  food 
immediately,— *-I  wish  the  devil  had  flown  away  witli 
my  wife  ana  my  whole  family  instead*of  this  Wayland 
Smith,  who,  I  dare  say,  after  all  said  and  done,  was 
much  less  worthy  of  the  distinction  which  Satan  has 
done  him." 

"I  hold  oinnion  with  you.  good  fellow,"  replied 
Wayland  Smith ;  "and  I  will  drink  to  you  upon  that 
anniment." 

^*  Not  that  I  would  kistify  any  man  who  deals  wttli 
the  devil,"  said  mine  host,  ofter  having  pledged  Way 
4* 
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land  in  a  roumnff  drought  of  anck,  "but  that— Saw 
ye  ever  better  sack,  my  masters?— but  that,  1  aay,  a 
man  had  better  denl  with  a  down  ehcate  aiui  acoun- 
drel  feliowff,  mioh  aa  this  Waylaod  Smith,  than  with  a 
devil  incarnate,  that  takea  posseseion  of  house  and 
home,  bed  and  board." 

The  poor  fellow's  detail  of  grievances  waa  here  in- 
terrupted by  the  shrill  voice  ot  iiis  helpmate,  acream- 
ing  from  the  kitchen,  to  which  he  instantly  hobbled, 
craving  pardon  of  his  guests.  Ho  was  no  sooner 
gone  than  Way  land  Smith  expressed,  by  every  con- 
temptuous epithet  in  the  language,  hia  utter  acorn  for 
a  m'ncompoop  who  stuck  hia  head  under  his  wife's 
apron-strmff;  and  uitimated,  that,  saving  for  the 
sake  of  the  norseeu  which  required  both  rest  and  food, 
he  would  advise  his  worshipful  Master  Trosailian  to 
push  on  a  stage  farther,  rather  than  pay  a  reckoning 
to  such  a  mean-spirited,  crow-trodden,  henpecked 
coxcomb,  as  Gaifer  Crane. 

The  arrival  of  a  large  dish  of  good  cow-heel  and 
oacon,  somethinf^  soothed  the  asperity  of  the  artist, 
which  wholly  vanished  before  a  choice  capon,^  so  deli- 
cately roasted,  thai  the  lard  frothed  on  it.  said  Way- 
land,  like  May-dew  on  a  lily ;  and  both  Gafli>r  Crane 
^J^d  his  good  dame  beeama  in  his  eyefs  very  pains- 
takings accommodating,  obliging  persons. 

According  to  the  manners  of  the  times,  the  master 
and  his  attendant  sat  at  the  same  table,  and  the  latter 
observed^  with  regret,  how  little  attention  Tressiiian 

£aid  to  his  meal  He  recollected,  uidoed,  the  pain  he 
ad  given  by  mentbning  the  maiden  in  whose  com- 
pany he  had  first  seen  nim  ;  but,  fearful  of  touching 
upon  a  topic  too  tender  to  be  tampered  with,  be  chose 
to  ascribe  his  abstinence  to  another  cause. 
.  "  This  fare  is  perhaps  too  coarse  for  your  worship," 
said  Wayland,  as  the  limbs  of  the  capon  disappeared 
before  his  own  exertions ;  "  but  had  you  dwelt  as  lon^ 
as  I  have  done  in  yonder  dungeon,  which  Flibberti- 
gibbit  has  translated  to  the  upper  element,  a  place 
where  I  dared  hardly  broil  my  food,  lest  the  smoke 
should  be  seen  without,  you  would  think  a  fair  capon 
a  more  welcome  dainty." 

"If  you  are  pleased,  friend,"  said  Trfssilian,  **it  is 
vi'eil.  Nevertheless^  hasten  tny  meal  if  thou  canst, 
for  this  place  is  unfriendly  to  thy  safety,  and  my  con- 
.«ms  crave  travelling." 

Allowing,  therefore,  their  horses  no  more  rest  than 
iras  absolutely  necessary  for  them,  they  pursued  their 
->umey  by  a  forced  march  as  far  as  Braidford,  where 
ii^  reposed  themselves  for  the  night. 

The  next  moniing  found  them  early  travellers.— 
Vnd,  not  to  fatigue  the  reader  with  unnecessary  par- 
ticulars, they  traversed  without  adventure  the  coun- 
.  es  of  Wiltshire  and  Somerset,  and  about  noon  of 
le  third  day  after  Tressilian's  leaving  Cumnor,  ar- 
rived at  Sir  Hugh  Robsart's  seat,  called  Lidcote  Hall, 
«n  the  frontiers  of  Devonshire. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

Ah  iml  th^  flower  And  blowotn  of  yoar  hoaM, 
The  wind  hath  blown  mwaj  to  other  tnwifhk 

Joanna  Baillir's  PamUf  Legend, 

The  ancient  seat  of  Lidcote  Hall  was  situated  near 
•he  village  of  the  same  name,  and  adjoined  the  wild 
xnA  extensive  forest  of  Exmoor,  plentifully  stocked 
with  game,  in  which  some  ancient  rights  belonging 
lo  the  Robsart  family,  entitled  Sir  Htigh  to  pursue 
^is  favourite  ar^usemcntof  the  chase.  The  old  man- 
won  was  a  low,  venerable  building,  occupying  a  con- 
siderable space  of  ground,  which  was  surrounded  by 
$.  deep  mout.  The  approach  and  draw-bridge  were 
defended  by  an  octagonal  tower,  of  ancient  brick- 
work, but  so  clothed  with  ivy  and  other  creeper?,  that 
it  was  difficult  to  discover  of  what  materials  it  was 
constnicfed.,'  The  angles  of  this  tower  were  each 
decorated  witl^  a  turrei  whimsically, various  in  form 
and  in  size,  and,  therefore,  very  unlike  the  monoto- 
nous stone  peperboxes,  which,  in  modern  Gothic 
architecture,  are  employed  for  the  same  purpose.  One 
of  tnesc  turrets  was  square,  and  occupied  as  a  clock- 
house.  Bui  the  clock  was  now  standing  still ;  a  cir- 
comstance  ueculiarly  striking  to  Tressilian,  because 
-shs  good  old  knight,  amoog  otheir  harmksa  peculiar- 


ities had  a  ildgbty  amdety  about  the  exact  i 

ment  of  time,  very  common  to  those  who  have  a 
l^eat  deal  of  that  oomm^ity  to  dispose  of,  and  find 
It  lie  heavy  upon  their  hands^— just  as  we  see  shop- 
keepers amuse  themselves  with  taking  an  exact  ac- 
count of  their  stock  at  the  time  there  is  least  demml 
for  it. 

The  entrance  to  the  court-yard  of  the  old  manakm 
lay  through  an  archway,  surmounted  by  the  foresaM 
tower,  but  the  drawbridge  was  down,  and  one  leaf  d 
the  iron-studded  fokling-doors  stood  carslefisly  open. 
Tressilian  rode  hasUiy  over  the  draw-bridge,  entei«4 
the  court,  and  began  to  call  loudly  on  the  domesHei 
by  their  names.  For  some  time  he  was  only  answn^ 
ed  by  the  echoes  and  the  bowling  of  the  hounds, 
whose  kennel  lay  at  no  great  distance  from  the  man- 
sion,  and  was  surrounded  by  the  s^e  moat,  it 
length  Will  Badger,  the  old^and  favourite  attendiat 
of  the  knight,  who  acted  alike  as  squire  of  fais  body 
and  supeiintandeiit  of  hit  sports,  made  his  appearance. 
The  stout,  weather-beaten  forester  showed  gieat 
signs  of  Joy  when  ha  neco^^nised  Tressilian. 

*'  Lord  love  you,"  he  said,  "  Master  Edmund,  be  it 
thou  in  flesh  and  feU7— Then  thou  roayst  do  som 
good  on  Sir  Hugh,  for  it  passes  the  wit  of  man.  tiK 

a  of  mine  own,  and  the  Curate's^  acd  Master  Hod- 
azan^a^  lo  do  ought  wi'  un." 

"  Is  Sir  Hugh  then  worse  since  1  want  away,  WiBf 
demanded  Tivssilian. 

"  For  worse  m  body— no— he  is  much  better,'*  ifr 
plied  the  domestic ;  "  out  he  is  clean  mazed  as  it  wm 
--eats  and  drinks  as  he  was  wont— but  sleeps  not,  m 
rather  wakes  not,  for  he  is  ever  in  a  sort  or  rmU(pit, 
that  is  neither  sleeping  nor  waking.  Dame  Swun- 
Ibrd  thou^iiC  it  was  like  the  dead  palsy.— Boi  bo,  no, 
dame,  said  I,  it  is  the  heart,  it  is  the  heart." 

"Can  ye  not  stir  his  mind  to  any  pastunesT  said 
TressiliaiL 

"He  is  clean  and  otiite  off*  his  sports,"  said  WiU 
Bsdger;  "hath  neither  touched  backgammon  oi 
shov^-board— nor  looked  on  the  big  book  of  harrow- 
try,  wi'  Master  Mimiblaxen.  I  let  the  cloek  m 
down,  thinking  the  missing  the  bell  might  somewlai 
move  him,  for  you  know,  Msster  Edmand^  he  alt 


know  what  a  round  rating  tliat  vrould  ha' 

once  a  day^but  he  minded'^the  poor  tyke^s  whine  a* 
more  than  a  madge  howlet  whooping  down  the  chim- 
ney-^Bo  the  case  is  beyond  me." 

'^Thou  shall  tell  me  the  rest  within  door^  WiD.— 
Meanwhile,  let  this  person  be  ta'en  to  the  buttery  and 
used  with  respect— w  is  a  man  of  art."      \ 

"  White  art  or  black  art,  I  would\"  said  Will  Badger,  | 
"  that  he  had  any  art  which  oould  help  as.— -Here,  I 
Tom  Butler,  look  to  the  man  of  art— and  see  that  be 
steals  none  of  thy  spoons,  lad,"  he  added  in  a  whiter 
to  the  butler,  who  showed  himself  at  a  low  window, 
*'  I  have  known  as  honest  a  faced  feil6w  have  ait 
enough  to  do  that." 

He  then  ushered  Tressilian  into  a  low  parlour,  and 
went,  at  his  desire,  to  see  in  what  state  his  master 
was,  lest  the  sudden  return  of  his  darling  papil,  and 

Soposed  son-in-law,  should  affect  him  too  stronglv. 
e  returned  immediately,  and  said  that  Sir  Hugn 
Mras  dosing  in  his  ^bow  chair,  but  that  Master  Mum- 
blazen  would  acquaint  Master  Tressilian  the  instanf 
he  awaked. 

"  But  it  is  chance  if  he  knows  you,"  said  the  hunts- 
man, "  for  he  has  forgotten  the  name  of  every  hound 
in  the  pack.  I  thought  about  a  week  since,  he  had 
gotten  a  favourable  turn  :— '  Saddle  me  old  Sorrel,* 
said  he,  suddenly,  aAer  he  had  taken  his  usual  night- 
draught  out  of  the  great  silver  grace-cup,  *and  take 
the  hounds  to  Mount  Hartlhurst  to-morrow.*  Glad 
men  were  we  all,  and^ut  we  had  him  in  the  mornings 
and  he  rode  to  cover  Is  usual,  With  never  a  word  spo- 
ken but  that  the  wind  was  south,  and  the  scent  would 
lie.  But  ere  We  had  uncoupled  the  hounds,  he  liegan 
to  stare  round  him,  like  a  man- that  wakes  suddenhr 
out  of  a  dream— turns  bridle  and  walks  bad(  to  Hall 
again,  and  leaves  us  to  hunt  at  leisure  by  ourselvies,  if 
wehsted." 


Ceat.  XtLl 
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.  "You  tell  a  hearjr  tale,  Will,'*  replied  Tresai- 
tian ;   "  bat  God  must  heTp  ob— them  ia  no  aid  in 


"  Then  you  bring  na  no  nrwa  of  yonng  Mlatrees 
Amy  ?— But  what  need  I  aak—your  brow  teUe  the 
Mor?.  Ever  I  hoped,  that  if  anir  man  could  or  would 
ttack  her,  it  must  be  you.  All^e  over  and  lost  now. 
But  if  erer  I  have  that  Varney  within  reach  of  a 
flight-shot,  I  will  bestow  a  forked  afaaft  on  him ;  and 
that  1  swear  by  salt  and  bread." 

As  he  spoke,  the  door  opened,  and  Master  Mumbla- 
len  appeared ;  a  withered,  thin,  elderly  gentleman, 
vith  a  cheek  like  a  winter  a^ple,  and  his  gray  hair 
partly  concealed  by  a  small  high  nat.  shaped  like  a 
cone,  or  rather  like  such  a  atrawoerry-basket  as  Lon- 
don miiterers  exhibit  at  their  windows.  He  was  too 
sententious  a  person  to  waste  words  on  mere  ssluta- 
lioo;  so,  having  welcomed  Tressilian  with  a  nod  and  a 
•hake  of  the  hand,  he  beckoned  him  to  follow  to  Sir 
Hugh's  great  chamber,  which  thegood  knight  usually 
inhabited.  Will  Badger  followed,  unasked,  anxious  to 
see  whether  his  master  would  be  relieved  from  his 
Mate  of  apathy  by  the  arrival  of  Tressilian.. 

In  a  \png  low  parlour,  amply  fumiahed  vrith  imple- 
mmts  of  me  chase^  and  with  sylvan  trophies,  by  a 
jnassive  8ton4  chimney,  over  which  hang  a  sword  and 

g't  of  armour,  somewhat  obscu^  by  neglect,  sat 
'  Hugh  Robsart  of  Lidcote,  a  man  of  large  size, 
which  had  been  only  kept  within  moderate  compass 
W  the  constant  use  of  violent  exercise;  1 1  seemed  to 
Tressihan  that  the  lethaigy,  under  which  his  oM 
fiiend  appeared  to  labour,  had,  even  during  his  few 
week's  absence,  added  bulk  to  his  person ;  at  least  it 
had  obviously  diminished  the  vivacity  of  his  eve, 
wliich  as  they  entered,  firet  followed  Master  Mumbia- 
1BQ  slowly  to  a  large  oaken  desk,  on  which  a  ponde- 
iDQt volume  lay  open,  and  then  rested,  as  if  in  uncer- 
UUDty,  <m  the  stranger  who  had  entered  along  with 
aim.  Thu  curat^  a  gray-headed  clergyman,  who  had 
oeeD  a  confessor  m  the  days  of  dueenMary,  sat  with 
a  book  in  his  hand  in  another  recess  in  the  apartment. 
Ba  too,  signed  a  mournful  greeting  to  Tressilian,  and 
ma  his  book  aside,  to  watch  the  etlect  his  appearance 
abouJdproduce  on  the  aiBicted  old  man. 

As  Tressilian,  his  own  eyes  filling  fast  with  tears, 
Hiproached  more  and  more  nearly  to  the  father  of  his 
llffrothed  bride.  Sir  Hugh's  intelfigence  seemed  to  re- 
nre.,  He  sighed  heavily,  as  one  who  awakens  from 
aitat«  of  stupor,  a  slight  convulsion  passed  over  his 
katureSf  as  he  opened;  his  arms  without  speaking  a 
wnra.  and,  as  Tressilian  threw  himself  into  them,  he 
folded  him  to  his  bosom. 

"  There  is  something  left  to  live  for  yet,"  were  the 
first  words  he  uttered ;  and  while  he  spoke,  he  gave 
vent  to  his  feelings  in  a  paroxysm  of^  weeping,  the 
tears  chasing  each  other  down  his  sunburnt  cheeks 
and  lon^  white  beard.  . 

"  L  ne'er  thought  to  have  thanked  God  to  see  my 
master  weep."  said  Will  Badger ;  "  but  now  I  do, 
though  I  am  like  to  weep  for  oompanv." 

**  I  will  ask  thee  no  questions,"  said  the  old 
knight;  **no  questions— none,  Edmand— thou  hast 
pot  found  her,  or  so  found  her  that  she  were  better 
kist." 

Treesilifin  was  -unable  to  reply,  otherwise  than  by 
patting  his  handa  before  his  face. 

"  It  18  enough— it  is  enough.  But  do  not  thon  weep 
for  her,  Edmund.  I  have  cause  to  weep,  for  she  was 
ny  daughter,— thou  hast  cause  to  rejoice  that  she  did 
pot  become  thy  wife  f~-€rreat  Gtod !  thou  knowest 
test  what  is  good  for  us—It  was  my  nightly  prajrer 
|)bat  I  should  see  Amy  and  Edmund  wedded, — had 
;S  been  granted,  it  had  now  been  gall  added  to  bit- 
vcneBs. 

"Be  comforted,  my  friend,"  said  the  curate,  ad- 
4esang  :5ir  Hugh,  *St  cannot  be  that  the  daughter 
of  ail  our  hopes  and  aflecdons  is  the  vile  creature  you 
«Qald  jtespeak  her." 

'*0,  no,"  replied  Sir  Hugh  impatiently^  '*I  were 
wrong  to  name  broadly  the  base  thing  she  is  become 
—there  ia  some  new  court  name  for  it,  I  warrant  me. 
h  is  honour  enough  for  the  daughter  of  an  old  De'n- 
shire  clown  to  be  the  leman  of  a  gay  courtier,— of 
Varney  too— of  Vamey,  whose  grandsire  was  re- 


lieved by  my  fhthcT,  when  his  fortune  was  broken,  at 
the  battle  of— the  battle  of-where  Richard  was  slain 
—out  on  my  memory  1— and  I  warrant  none  of  you 
will  help  me^' ^ 

"  The  battle  of  Boaworth,"  said  Master  Mumbla- 
xen, '*  stricken  between  Richard  Crookback  and  Hen^ 
ry  Tudor,  grandsire  of  the  Queen  that  now  is,  Primo 
iltnriei  Septimi  ;  and  in  the  year  one  thousand  four 
hundred  and  eighty-five,  pw/  ChHatuIn  natum.** 

"Ay,  even  so,"  said  the  old  Knight,  "every  child 
knows  it— But  my  poor  head  forgets  aJl  it  should  re- 
member, and  rememben  only  what  it  would  moat 
willingly  forget.  My  brain  has  been  at  fault,  Tressi- 
lian, aln][OSt  ever  smce  thou  hast  been  away,  and 
even  yet  it  hunts  counter." 

"Your  worship,"  said  the  good  cleigyman,  "  had 
better  retire  to  your  apartment,  and  try  to  sleep  for  a 
little  space|— the  physician  left  a  composing  draught, 
—and  our  Great  Physwian  has  commanded  us  to  use  « 
earthly  means,  that  we  may  be  strengthened  to  su** 
tain  tlM  trials  he  sends  us." 

" True,  true,  old  friend,"  said  Sir  Hugh,  "and  wa 
will  bear  our  trials  manfully— We  have  lost  but  a  wo- 
man.— See,  Tressilian,"— ^he  drew  from  his  bosom  a 
long  ringlet  of  glossy  hair.—"  see  this  lock  I— I  teH 
thee,  Eomund,  the  very  night  she  disappeared,  when 
she  hki  me  good  even,  as  she  was  wont,  she  hung 
about  my  neck,  and  fondled  me  more  than  usual; 
and  I.  like  an  old  fool,  held  her  by  this  lock,  until  the 
took  her  scissors,  severed  it,  and  left  it  in  my  hand,— 
as  all  I  was  ever  to  see  more  of  her!" 

Tressilian  was  unable  to  i^ply,  well  judging  what 
a  compilation  of  feelings  must  have  crossed  the  bo- 
som of  the  unhappy  fugitive  at  that  cruel  moment. 
The  eleigymui  was  about  to  speak,  but  Sir  Hugh  in- 
terruptedfnim. 

"I  know  what  you  would  say,  Master  Curate,— 
after  all,  it  is  but  a  lock  of  woman's  tresses,— and 
by  woman,  shame^  and  sin,  and  death,  came  into  an 
innocent  worid— And  learned  Master  Mumblazen, 
too,  6an  say  scholarly  things  of  their  inferiority." 

^^Ctut  Vhamme^"  said  Master  Mumblazen,  **qin 
se  boHi  et  aui  eonteiUe." 

'^Tnie,''  saki  Sir  Hugh,  **and  we  will  bear  us, 
therefore,  like  men  wholiave  both  mettle  and  wis- 
dom in  us.— Tressilian,  thou  ar,t  as  welcome  as  if 
thou  hadst  brought  better  news.'  But  we  have  spo- 
ken too  long  dry-lipped.— Amy.  fill  a  cup  of  wine  to 
Edmund,  and  another  to  me.''  Then  instantly  re- 
collecting that  he  called  imon  her  who  could  not 
hear,  he  shook  bis  head,  and  said  to  the  clergyman, 
"This  grief  is  to  my  bewildered  mind  what  the 
Church  of  Lidcote  is  to  our  park :  we  may  lose  our- 
selves among  the  briara  and  tliickets  for  a  little 
eonce,  but  from  the  end  of  each  avenue  we  see  the 
old  gray  steeple  and  the  grave  of  my  forefathers.  1 
would  I  were  to  travel  that  road  to-morrow !" 

Tressilian  and  the  Curate  joined  in  urging  the  ex- 
hausted old  man  to  lay  himself  to  rest,  and  at  length 
prevailed.  Tressilian  remained  by  his  pillow  till  he 
saw  that  slumber  at  length  sunk  down  on  him,  and 
then  returned  to  <»nsult  -with  tlie  Curate  what  steps 
,i^ould  be  adopted  in  these  unhappy  circumstances. 

They  eould  not  exclude  from  these  deliberations 
Master  Michael  Mumblazen ;  and  they  admitted  him 
the  more  readily,  that  beskieswhat  hopes  they  enter- 
tained from  his  sagacity,  they  knew  him  to  be  so 
great  a  friend  to  taciturnity,  that  there  was  no  doubt 
.of  his  keeping  counsel.  lie  was  an  old  bachelor,  of 
good  family,  but  small  fortune,  and  distantly  related 
to  the  House  of  Robsart;  in  virtue  of  which  con- 
nexion, Lidcote  Hall  had  been  honoured  with  his  re- 
sidence for  the  last  twenty  years.  His  company  was 
agreeable  to  Sir  Hugh,  chiefly  on  account  of  his  pro- 
found learning,  which,  though  it  only  related  to  he- 
raldry and  genealogy,  with  such  scrops  of  history  as 
connected  themselves  with  these  subjects,  was  pre- 
cisely of  a  kind  to  captivate  the  good  old  knight;  be- 
sides the  convenience  which  he  found  in  having  a 
friend  to  appeal  to,  when  his  own  memory,  as  fre- 

J|uently  happened,  proved  infirm,  and  played  him 
alsc  concerning  names  and  dates,  which,  and  all 
similar  deficienciea,  Master  Michael  Mumblazen  sup- 
plied with  due  brevity  and  discretion.    And,  indeed,  m 
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Benight,  Mbb^  Edmund,    

not  suftered  so  much  since  I  was  torn  away  from  my 
beloved  flock,  and  compelled  to  abandon  toem  to  the 
Romish  wolves." 

"  That  was  in  TWHo  Marim^*  said  MasCei  Mum- 
blazen. 

"In  the  name  of  Heaven,"  contuiued  the  Curate, 
"  tell  us,  has  your  tune  been  better  spent  than  our?, 
or  have  you  any  news  of  that  unhappy  maiden,  who, 
being  for  so  many  years  the  prindpai  joy  of  this 
broken-down  house,  is  now  proved  our  greatest  un- 
happinessl  Have  you  not  at  least  discovered  her 
place  of  residence  ^''^ 

"I  have,"  replied  Tressilian.  "Know  yon  Cum- 
nor-Tlace,  near  Oxford  V* 

"  Surelv,"  said  the  clersyman  t  "It  waa  a  house  of 
removal  lor  the  monks  of  Abingdon." 
•    "  Whose  arms,"  said  Master  Miohael,  "  I  have  seen 
over  a  stone  chimney  in  the  hall,— a  cross  paionee 
betwixt  four  martlets." 

"There,"  said  Tressilian,  "this  unhappy  maiden 
resides,  in  company  with  the  villain  Varnay.  But  fxx 
a  strange  mishap,  my  sword  had  revenged  all  our  in- 
iiries,  as  well  as  hers,  on  his  worthless  head." 

"Thank  God,  that  kept  thine  hand  from  blood- 
gifiltiness,  rash  young  man  I"  answered  the  Curate. 
^  Vengeance  is  mine,  saith  the  Lord,  and  I  will  re- 
pay it.  It  were  better  study  to  free  her  from  the 
villain's  nets  of  infamy." 

"  They  are  called  in  heraldry,  loqiui  ^fmorU^  or  lae» 
tJPamumr"  said  Mumblazen. 

"It  is  m  that  I  require  your  aid,  my  friends"  said 
TVessiUan;  "I  am  resolved  to  accuse  this  viiiain,  at 
the  very  foot  of  the  throne,  of  falsehood,  seduction, 
and  breach  of  hospitable  laws.  The  Queen  shall  hear 
me,  though  the  Earl  of  Leicester,  the  villain's  patron, 
stood  at  ner  right  hand." 

"  Her  Grace/'  said  the  Curate,  "  hath  qet  a  comely 
example  of  pontinenceto  her  subjects,  and  will  doubt- 
less do  justice  on  this  inhospitable  robber.  But  weit 
thou  not  better  apply  to  the  Earl  of  Leicester,  in  the 
first  place,  for  justice  pn  his  servant  7  If  he  grants 
it,  thoQ  dost  save  the  risk  of  making  thyself  a  power- 
ful adversary,  which  will  certainly  chance,  if^  in  the 
first  instance,  you  accuse  his  master  of  the  horse, 
and  prime  favourite,  before  the  Clueen." 

"My  mind  rpvolia  from  your  counsel,"  said  Tres- 
silian. "  I  cannot  brook  to  plead  my  noble  patron's 
cause— the  unhappy  Amy's  cause— before  any  one 
save  m/  lawful  Soverei;tn.  Leicester,  thou  wilt  say, 
is  noble— be  it  so— he  is  but  a  subject  like  ourselves, 
and  I  "will  not  carry  my  plaint  to  him,  if  I  can  do  bet-  ■ 
ter.  Still,  I  will  think  on  what  thou  bust  said,— but 
I  must  have  your  assistance  to  perouade  the  good 
Sir  Hugh  to  make  me  his  commissioner  and  fiduciary 
in  this  matter,  for  it  is  in  his  name  I  must  speak,  and 
not  in  my  own.  Since  she  is  so  far  changed  as  to 
dote  upon  this  empty  profligate  cc artier,  he  shall  at 
least  do  her  the  justice  tv-hich  it  yet  in  hispawer." 

"  Better  she  died  copUbs  and  Mtu  TfoUt"  said  Mum- 
blazen. with  more  animation  than  he  usually  ex- 
Dressed, '  "  than  part,  per  p^Uf,  the  noble  coat  of 
Robsart  with  that  of  such  a  .niscreant !" 

"  If  it  be  your  object,  tkfi  I  cannot  question,"  sakl 
•»he  clergyman,  "to  save,  a^  much  as  is  yet  possible, 


(^-.een  iii  her  kir.gH.om,  and  if  he  expresses  to  Varney 
ihat  such  ia  h'js  ijleasure,  her  honour  will  not  stand 
to  p'ibl^ly  committed." 

*'  you  are  right,  you  are  right,"  said  Tressilian, 
eagerly.  "  and  i  thank  you  for  pointing  out  what  I 
overlox)ked  in  my  haste.  I  little  thought  ever  to  have 
besought  grace  of  Leicester ;  but  I  could  kneel  to  the 
proudTDualey,  if  doing  so  could  remove  one  shade  of 
shame  from  this  unhappy  damsel.  You  will  assist 
me  then  to  procure  the  necessary  powers  from  Sir 
Hugh  Robsart  r 


1110  CoFate  assured  him  of  {na  asastaaoe.  and  ilit 
herald  nodded  assent. 

"  You  must  hold  yourselves  also  in  readineMiotei- 
tify,  in  case  you  are  called  upon,  the  open-heanel 
hospitality  which  our  good  patron  exercised  tomidi 
this  deceitfiil  traitor,  and  toe  sc^dtude  with  wbidi 
he  laboured  to  sedace  his  unhappy  daughter." 

"  At  firat,"  aaid  the  clergyman,  "  she  did  not,  nil 
seemed  to  me,  mnoh  afifect  his  company,  but  iaMrif 
I  saw  them  often  together." 

"  SeiaTU  in  the  parlour."  said  Michael  Mtunblm^ 
"  and  poMorU  in  the  garden.'^ 

"  I  once  came  on  tnem  by  chance,"  said  thepriei^ 
"  in  the  South  wood,  in  a  apnng  evening—Vira^ 
was  muffled  in  a  ruaaet  doak,  so  that  I  eaw  notia 
Ikce,— they  senarated  hastily,  as  theyheard  me  nieik 
amongst  the  leaves,  and  I  observed  she  turaed  bs 
head  and  looked  king  after  him." 

"With  neck  reguardaniy'*  said  thehenld'"af 
on  the  day  of  her  flisbt,  and  that  was  on  Sat 
Austen's  Eve,  I  saw  Vainey'a  groom,  attired  inli 
liveries,  hokl  his  master's  horse  and  Mistress  Amn 
palfrey,  brkiled  and  saddled  proper,  behind  tbeiM 
of  the  churchyard."  • 

"And  now  is  ahe  found  mew«d  up  in  ha  M 
place  of  rettrement,*'  said  Treasihan.  "The  rSnt 
taken  in  the  manner,  and  I  well  wish  he  mayW 
his  crime,  that  I  may  thnut  conviction  do«B  ■ 
false  throat  I  But  I  must  prepare  for  my  jouney.^ 
you,  fipentlemen,  disipose  ray  patron  to  grant  me  ■* 
powers  as  are  neednil  to  act  in  his  name." 

So  saying,  Tressilian  left  the  room. 

"lie IS  too  hot,"  sakl  the  Cnrate;  "aad  Ippif.to 
God  that  he  may  grant  him  the  patience  to  deii  wub 
Vamey  as  is  fitting."  „. 

"Patience  and  Vamey."  said  Muioblaia,  ■ 
worse  heraldry  than  metal  upon  metal.  Hewag 
false  than  a  siren,  more  rapacious  tbaa  a  am 
more  poiaonoas  than  a  wyvem,  and  more  cniei  M 
a  lk>n  rampant."  .  .   ^  _ 

"  Yet  I  doubt  much,"  said  the  Curata  "  wbeth jj 
can  with  propriety  ask  from  Sir  Hugh  BobeBit,  M 
in  his  present  oonditbn,  any  deed  deputing  his  pa^  j 
'nal  right  in  Mistress  Amy  to  whomsoev^'—r^- 

"  Your  reverence  need  not  doubt  that,"  jad^j 
Badger,  who  entered  as  he  spoke,  "for  I  will  »i 
life  he  is  another  man  when  he  waiea^  than  w 
been  these  thirty  days  past." 

"Ay,  Will,"  sakl  the  Curate,  "host  then  A« 
much  confidence  in  Doctor  Dkidleum's  drau^tr 

"Not  a  whit,"  sakl  Will,  "because  master rf 
tasted  a  drop  on't,  seeing  it  was  emptied  out  byow 
housemaid.  But  here's  a  gentleman,  who  «ifie« 
tending  on  Master  Tressilian,  has  given  Sir  Hngi 
draught  that  is  worth  twenty  of  yon  un.  I. '>*< 
spoken  cunningly  with  him,  and  a  better  ^^^sj 
ono  who  hath  a  more  just  notion  of  horse  and  « 
ailment,  I  have  never  seen ;  and  such  a  one  w>u 
never  be  unjust  to  a  Christian  man."  J 

"  A  farrier !  you  saucy  groom— And  by  wbo«  «J 
thority,  pray  T  said  the  Curate,  rising  in  eiirpn« «" 
indignation ;  "or  who  will  be  warrant  for  wa  wi 
physician  1"  ^ 

*  For  authonty,  an  it  like  your  reverence,  he » 
mine;  and  for  warrant,  I  trust  I  have  not  been  in* 
and-twenty  years  in  this  houae,  without  having^ 
to  wanrant  the  giving  of  a  draught  to  beast  ^1°^^ 
I  who  can  gie  a  drench,  and  a  ball,  and  bleed,  o 
blister,  if  need,  to  my  very  self."  ,    ^i 

The  counsellors  cf  the  house  of  Robsart  thongmi 
meet  to  carry  this  information  instantly  to  Tjjsp-Jj 
who  as  soeedily  summoned  before  nim  ''*^*I 
Smith,  ana  demanded  of  him,  (in  private,, no we^w 
by  what  authority  he  hjd  ventured  to  administer  ■• 
medicine  to  Sir  Hugh  RSbrartl  , .      ^ 

"Why,"  replied  the  artist,  "your  worship  r»v» 
but  remember  that  I  told  you  I  had  made  "joje  PJ 
gress  into  ray  master's— I  mean  the  leamcd  Vo^ 
Doboobie's— mystery  than  he  was  willing  to  owj 
and  indeed  haU  of  his  quarrel  and  malke  9^* 
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"Noneof  thy  builbonefy,  Mr,"  said  IVeBsflian,  stem- 
.  "If  tlioDhast  trifled  with  us— much  more,  if  thou 
m  done  aoght  that  ma/  prejudice  Sir  Hugh  Rob- 
tfs  health,  thou  sbalt  find  lay  grave  at  the  b9ttom 
itiihDUDe." 

"I  know  too  little  of  the  great  arcanum  to  convert 
t  ore  to  gndd"  said  Wavland,  firmly.  **  Bui  truce 
jMT  apprnenaioaa—Maater  Treaailiaii— I  nnder- 
jM  the  ^Kxi  Knight's  casoi  from  what  Master  Wil- 
bBadger  told  roe;  and  I  hope  I  am  able  enough  to 
Ivniuer  a  poor  doae  of  mabdragom.  which,  with 
MNpthatmuat  needs  follow,  is  all  that  Sir  Hugh 
ittt  ropiiBes  to  settle  his  distraught  brains." 
r]  tnst  diou  dealest  fairly  with  me^  Waylsnd?" 
fit^eaalian. 

TlkA  fairiy  and  honestlvi  as  the  event  shall 
IM.'  RDJiad  the  artisL  '*  mat  would  it  avail  me 
"^ntne  poor  old  man  for  whom  fou  are  iaterest- 
jn,  to  whom  I  owe  it,  that  Gafier  Pinniewinks 
'ma  Dowreuding  my  flesh  and  sinews  with  his 
Md  pboera,  and  probmg  every  mole  in  my  body 
he  thaipeoed  awl  (a  murrain  on.  the  hands 
^ioijgeditO  in  order  to  find  out  die  witch's 
>1-I  tnut  to  yoke  myself  as  %  humble  follower 
MiOiBv«ihn[s  train,  and  I  only,  wish  to  haw  my 
■MMofhy  the  result  of  the  good  Kdgfat's 

~JMBd  Snth  was  right  in  his  prognoetieatbn. 
™  jdittn  Aitght  whmh  his  skill  had  t>K9«red, 
iHililUlier'B  confidence  had  admnistered,  was 
mMoh  the  most  beneficial  eflects.  The  pa- 
ttpvis  long  and  healthful ;  and  the  poor  old 
<«0,  humbled  indeed  in  thou^^t,  and  weak 
m  a  much  better  judge  of  whatever  was 
tohu  uiiellect  than  he  had  been  for  asfne 
•  He  relisted  for  a  while  the  DToposal  made 
Badi,that  Tressilian  ahould  undertake  a 
toeouTL  to  attempt  die  recovery  of  his  daugh- 
oe  rednas  of  her  wrongs,  in  so  far  as  they 
mbe  rmired.  " Let  her  go^"  be  said ;  " she 
■vk  that  goes  down  the  wind;  I  would  not 
f«k  a  whisue  to  reclaim  her."  But  though  he 
lime  maintained  this  argument,  he  was  at 
MBTmced  it  was  his  dutv  to  take  the  part  to 
y^  afiectwQ  inclinea  him,  and  conaent 
mu  as  could  yet  be  made  should  be  used 
|u  in  behalf  of  his  daughter.  He  subscribed, 
liwurant  of  attorney,  such  as  the  Curate's 
hiiB  to  draw  up;  for  in  those  simple 
^  were  often  the  advisers  of  their  flock 
asm  gospel, 
■ftten  were  prepared  for  Trassilian's  second 
vithu  twenty-four  hours  after  he  had  re- 
^wote  Hall  2  but  one  matorial  circumstance 
"rgotteo,  which  was  firat  called  to  the  re- 
>oe  of  Tressilian  by  Master  Mumblazen. 
.  ^  ^S  to  court.  Master  Tieseiliati."  said 

S>  wul  please  ramember  that  your  blasonry 
,^S^  md  or— no  other  tinctures  will  pasa 
^  The  remark  was  equally  just  and  emuar- 
JJo  prosecute  a  suit  at  court,  ready  money 
■w^«Daableeven  in  the  golden  days  of  Eliza- 
**'urwooeeding  penodj  and  it  was  a  com- 
I  uiie  at  the  command  or  the  inhabiunts  of 
B™  TressiKan  was  himself  poor?  the  reve- 
My  Sir  Hugh  Robsart  were  consumed,  and 
^C9>ted,  in  ms  hospitable  mode  of  living  *,  and 
^Ut  necessary  that  the  heraki  who  started 
^tslKmld  himself  solve  it.  Master  Mkhael 
P&eodid  so  by  producing  a  bag  of  money,  con- 
i™^  three  hulxlTed  pounds  in  gold  and  ail- 
w^ioat  oohiage,  the-  savings  of  twenty  years ; 
Yj^^t  without  ^leaking  a  syllable  upon  the 
f  *w*^  to  the  service  of  the  patron  whose 
l*j«  Pioteciion  had  giVen  him  the  means  of 
Inihttle  hoaiiL  TVessilion  accepted  it  with- 
T^ng  a  moment's  hesitation,  and  a  mutual 
Inehaod  was  all  that  passed  betwixt  them, 
P-Oe  pleasure  which  the  one  felt  in  dedica-. 
|9jp  sneh  a  purpose,  and  that  which  the 
^ifrom  finding  so  material  an  obstacle 
"•  cf  his  journey  so  snddenly  removed, 
.  ^er  so  unexpected. 
f^ifiadian  was  making  preparatu>iis  for  his 


departure  early  the  ensiring  morning,  Wty|«nd  Smit^ 
desired  to  speak  with  him ;  and,  expressing  his  hope 
that  he  had  been  pleased  with  the  ofieration  c(  his ' 
medicine  in  behalf  of  Sir  Hugh  Robsart,  added  hi« 
desire  to  aocmnpaiiy  him  to  court.  This  was  indeed 
what  Treasihan  himself  had  several  times  thought  cdt 
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him  sensibie  that  his  assistance  m^t  be  of  import- 
anoe.  But  then  Wayland  was  in  danger  from  the 
grasp  of  law ;  and  of  this  Tressilian  reminded  him, 
mentioning  something,  at  the  same  time,  of  the  pin- 
oers  of  Pinniewmks,  and  the  warrant  of  Master  Jua* 
tice  Blindas.    Wayland  Smith  laughed  both  to  scorn. 

*'  See  yon,  sir  I'*  said  he,  **  I  have  changed  my  garb 
from  that  of  a  farrier  to  a  serving-man;  but  were  it 
still  as  it  was— look  at  my  mustaches— thev  now  hang 
down— I  will  but  turn  them  up,  and  dye  them  with  • 
tinotnre  that  I  know  of;  and  the  devu  would  scarce 
know  me  agidiu"  ' 

He  accompanied  these  words  with  the  appropriatt 
actbn ;  and  in  less  than  a  minute,  by  settmg  up  hia 
mastaehes  and  his  hah-,  he  seemed  a  difierent  person 
from  him  that  had  but  now  entered  the  room.  Still, 
however,  Tressilian  heaitated  to  aecept  his  services, 
and  the  artist  became  proportionablv  urgenL 

'*  I  owe  you  life  and  limb,"  he  said,  "  and  I  would 
faRi  pay  a  part  ctf  the  debt,  especially  as  I  know  from 
Will  Badg»r  on  what  dangerous  service  your  worship 
is  bound.  I  do  not,  indeeoTpretend  to  be  what  is  call- 
ed a  man  of  mettle,  one  of  those  ruffling  tear-cataL  who 
maintain  their  master's  quarrel  with  sword  and  buck- 
ler. Nay,  I  am  even  one  of  those  who  hold  the  end 
of  a  least  better  than  the  beginning  of  a  fray.  But  I 
know  that  I  can  serve  your  worship  better  in  such 
quest  as  yours,  than  anv  of  these  sword -sud-dsfiser 
men,  and  that  my  head  will  be  worth  a  hundred  df 
their  hands." 

Tressilian  stfll  hesitated.  He  knew  not  much  of 
this  strange  fellow,  and  was  doubtful  how  far  he 
could  repose  in  him  the  confidence  necessary  to  ren- 
der him  a  useful  attendant  upon  the  present  emer- 
gency. Bre  he  had  come  to  a  determinadon,  the 
trampling  of  a  horse  was  heard  in  the  court-yard,  and 
Master  Mumblazen  and  Will  Badger  both  entered 
hastily  into  Tressilian's  chamber,  speaking  almost  at 
the  same  moment. 

"  Here  is  a  serving-man  on  the  bonniest  gary  tit  f 
ever  see'd  in  my  lifiv*  sakl  Will  Badger,  who  got  th«r 

start; "havmg  on  his  arm  a  ailver  cognizance^ 

being  a  fire-drake  holding  in  his  mouth  a  brick-bat, 
under  a  ooronet  of  an  Earl's  degree,"  said  Master 
Mumblazen, "  andbeaiing  a  letter  sealed  of  the  same." 

Tresnliah  took  the  letter,  which  was  addressed 
"  To  'the  worshipful  Master  Edmund  Tmssilian,  our 
loving  kinsman— These— ride,  ride,  rid&— for  thy  lifa^ 
for  thy  lift^  fivr  thy  life."  He  then  opened  it,  andioiuid 
the  followmg  contents :—  , 

**  Master  TVe98Uta%  our  rood  FHend  and  cottein, 

'*  We  are  at  present  so  ul  at  ease,  and  otherwise  so 
unhappily  circumstanced,  that  we  axe  desirous,  to 
have  around  us  those  of  our  friends  on  whose  loving 
kindness  we  can  most  especially  repose  confidence  i 
amongst  whom  we  hold  our  good  Master  Tressilian 
one  of  the. foremost  and  nearest,  both  in  good  will 
and  good  ability.  Wetnere'fore  pray  you,  with  jrour 
most  convenient  speed,  to  repair  to  our  poor  lodging, 
at  Say's  Court,  near  Doptford,  where  we  will  treat 
farther  with  you  of  matters  which  we  deem  it  not  fit 
to  commit  unto  wiiUng.  And  so  we  bid  you  heartily 
fhrewell,  being  your  loving  kmsman  to  command. 
**RATCuFrE,  Earl  of  Susssz." 

"Send  up  the  messenger  Distantly,  Will  Badger," 
said  TrBSsilian ;  and  as  the  man  entered  the  room, 
he  exclaimed,  **Ah,  Stephens,  is  it  youl  how  does 
mv  good  lord  T' 

^411,  master  Tressilian,"  was  the  messenger's  m' 
ply,  *'  and  having  thetelore  the  more  need  of  good 
friends  around  him." 

"  But  what  is  my  lord's  malady  1"  said  Treasihan, 
anxioualy,  "  I  heard  nothing  of  njs  bemg  ill." 

"I  know  not,  sir,"  replied  the  mani  "be^Tsry 
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81  at  6Me.  llw  leeches  are  at  a  atand,  and  many 
of  bk  liouadiold  suapect  fiMil  practie^—witchoraft, 
•rworee/' 

<*  What  are  the  symptomt  T  aaid  Wayland  Smith, 
•Imping  ibrward  hastily. 

.  "v  Aoan  T  aaid  the  meaaengier,  not  comimhending 
hia  meanioff. 

'WhatXea  heaUr  aaid  Wayland ;  "where  Ues 
liiadiaeaaer' 

The  man  looked  at  TreaaiUan,  as  if  to  knem  whe- 
ther he  should  answer  these  inquiries  from  a  stranger, 
and  receiving  a  sign  in  the  affirmatiTe,  he  hastily 
enumerated  gradual  loss  of  strength,  nootumal  per- 
Spiratioo,  and  loss  of  appetit^  faintness,  &e. 

"Joined,'*  said  Wayland,  *^to  a  gnawing  pam  m 
the  stomach,  and  a  low  ferer  1" 

"Even  so,"  said  the  messenger,  somewhat  sur- 
prised* 

"I  know  how  the  disease  is  eansed,"  said  the 
artist,  "and  I  know  the  cauee.  Your  master  has 
eaten  of  the  manna  of  Saint  Nipholas.  I  know  the 
cure  too~my  master  shall  not  say  I  studied  in  his 
Lahorstory  for  nothing" 

''How  mean  youV  said  Tressilian,  frowning: 
"  we  speak  of  one  of  the  first  nobles  of  England. 
Bethink  you,  this  is  no  subject  for  buffoonery.*' 

"  God  forbid !"  said  WayUnd  Smith.    "1  say  that 
I  know  his  disease,  and  can  cure  him.    Rsmember 
what  J  did  for  Sir  Hus^  Robsart" 
t  "We  will  set  forth  instantly,"   said  Tiesaihan. 
^•GodcalUus,"      .,  .... 

Accordingly,  hastily  roentionmg  this  new  motiTe 
for  his  instant  departunv  though  without  alluding  to 
cither  the  suspicions  of  Stevens,  or  the  assurances  of 
Wayland  Snutliu  he  look  the  kindest  leave  of  Sir 
VLvufh  and  the  family  at  Lidcote  Hall,  who  accom- 
panied him  with  prayers  and  blessingai  and,  attended 
by  Wayland  and  the  Earl  of  Sussex's  domestic, 
trsvdled  with  the  utmost  speed  towards  London. 

CHAPTER  XIIK 

Aj,  I  know  roil  faiv«  traepie, 

Vitnol,  Mi-mitrt,  argailc.  alkaly, 
Cmopert  Iknow  all.— Tina  feUow,  Captain, 
Will  como  in  time  to  be  a  graal  dmtiiier, 
And  fire  a  aajr  (I  will  not  aof  directly. 
Bat  verj  near)  at  Uie  pluloaopher'a  aione^ 

n»Ak»tmlA 

Trefsiuan  and  his  attendants  pressed  their  route 
with  all  dispatch.  He  had  ai|ied  the  smith,  indeed, 
when  their  departure  was  resolved  on,  whether  he 
would  not  rather  choose  to  avoid  Berkshire,  in  which 
he  had  olayed  a  part  So  conspicuous  1  But  Wavland 
returned  a  confident  answer.  He  had  employed 
the  short  interval  they  passed  at  Lidcote  Hall  in 
transforming  himself  m  a  wonderful  manner.  His 
wild  and  overgrown  thicket  of  beard  was  now  re- 
strained to  two  small  mustaches  on  the  imper  lip, 
turned  up  in  a  miUtary  fashion.  A  taiku*  from  the 
villoge  or  Lidcote  (well  paid)  had  exerted  his  skill, 
under  his  customers  directions,  so  as  completely  to 
alter  Wayland's  outward  man,  and  take  off  from 
his  appearance  almost  twenty  years  of  age.  Formerly, 
besmeared  with  soot  and  charcoal— oveigrown  with 
hain  and  bent  double  with  the  nature  of  ma  labour— 
disnifsured  too  by  his  odd  and  fantastic  dress^  he 
seemed  a  man  of  fifty,  years  old.  But  now,  m  a 
handsonie  suit  of  Tressili^'s  Uvery,  with  a  sword 
by  his  side,  and  a  buckler  on  his  shoulder,  ho  looked 
like  a  gay  ruffling  serving-man,  whoso  ago  might  be 
betwixt  thirtv  and  thirty-five,  the  very  prime  of  hu- 
man life.  His  loutish  savage-looking  demeanour 
seemed  equally  chanced,  mto  a  forwaitl,  sharp,  and 
impudent  alertness  of  look  and  action. 

When  challenged  by  Tressiliani  who  desired  to 
know  the  caose  of  a  metamorphoas  so  singular  and 
90  abMilute,  Wayland  onlv  answored  by  singing  a 
9tave  from  a  coniedy,  which  waa  then  new,  aiid  was 
supposed  amonj^^  the  more  favourable  judges,  to 
4ugur  some  genius  on  the  part  of  the  author.  Wc 
s^  happy  to  preserve  the  couplet,  which  ran  exacdy 
«iius,— 

*'Bui,baD,raCaIiban> 

Qet  a  new  maater~Be  a  new  man.** 


Although  IVessilian  did  not  recollect  the  verses^  yai 
they  reminded  him  that  Wayland  had  once  been  a 
stage-player,  a  drcumstanco  which,  of  itseU^  so* 
counted  indifferently  well  for  the  readiness  wttk 
which  he  couM  assume  so  total  a  change  of  persoml 
appearance.  The  artist  himself  was  so  confident  of 
his  disguise  being  completely  changed,  or  of  hit 
having  completely  changed  his  diseuise^  which  may 
be  the  more  correct  mode  of  speaking  that  he  re- 
gretted they  were  not  to  pass  near  his  old  place  of 
retreat 

"I  could  venture,"  he  said,  "in  my  prefeept  drea^ 
and  with  your  worship's  backing,  to  face  Master  Jruh 
tice  Blindas,  even  on  a  day  of  Q,uarter  Sessions ;  tai 
I  would  like  to  know  what  is  become  of  HobgoUii^ 
who  is  like  to  play  the  devil  in  the  world,  if  he  cas 
once  slip  the  string,  and  leave  his  granny  and  \u 
dominie.— Ay,  and  the  scathed  vault!"  he  said;  "I 
would  willingly  have  seen  what  havoc  the  expiooai 
of  so  much  gunpowder  has  made  amonr  Doctor ' 
DemetriuB  Doboobie^s  retorts  and  phials,    iwamaf  ^ 
msi,  my  fame  haunts  theTale  of  the  Whhehorse  loif .  i 
after  my  body  is  rotten  ;  and  that  many  a  lout  lief' ' 
up  his  horse,  lays  down  his  silver  groat  and jnl 
like  a  sailor  whiMlinjg  in  a  calm,  £9r  Wayland  9an 
to  come  and  shoe  his  tit  for  him.    But  the  honsnd 
catch  the  foundere  ere  th^  smith  answers  the  cafl.* 

In  this  particular,  indeed,  Wayland  proved  a  tat 
pronhet ;  and  so  eaaly  do  fiiblee  rise,  that  an  obson. 
tradition  of  his  extraordinary  practice  in  fiuriery  «• 
vails  in  the  Vale  of  Whitehorse  even  unto  this  &i\ 
and  neither  the  tradition  of  Alfred's  Victory,  norm 
the  celebrated  Pusey  Horn,  are  better  preserved  m 
Berkshire  than  the  wild  lecend  of  Wayland  Smith.* 

The  haste  of  the  travellera  admitted  their  making 
no  atay  upon  their  journey,  save  what  the  refroA- 
ment  of  the  horses  required ;  and'  as  many  o(  the 
places  though  which  they  passed  were  under  the  in* 
flucnoe  of  the  Earl  of  Leicester,  or  persons  ixniM* 
diately  dependant  on  htm,  they  thought  it  prudsil 
to  disguise  their  names,  and  the  purpose  of  tbi|' 
journey.  On  such  occansna  the  a&eucy  of  WayW  ^ 
Smith  (by  which  name  we  shall  continue  to  m 
tinguish  the  artist,  though  his  real  name  was  J  '^^ 
lot  Wayland)  was  extremely  serviceable.  He  sc 
indeed,  to  have  a  pleasure  in  display!^  the  alei 
mth  which  he  could  baffle  investigation,  and  t__ 
himself  by  putting  the  curiosity  of  tapsters  and  ji 
keepers  on  a  false  scent  During  the  course  of  tT 
biief  journey,  three  different  and  mconsistent  i 
were  circulated  by  him  on  their  account ;  nL 
firet,  that  Tressilian  was  the  Lord  Deputy  of  In 
come  over  in  disguise  to  take  the  Queen's  pU_. 
concerning  the  great  r^  Rory  Oge  BfacCay 
MacMahon:  secondly,  that  the  said  Tressilian  v 
an  agent  of  Monsieur,  coming  to  urge  bis  suit  to  im 
hand  bf  Elizabeth ;  thirdly,  that  he  was  the  Daks  i 
Medina,  come  over,  incoi^nito^  to  acJijust  ihe  ^ 
betwixt  Philip  and  that  pnnoess.  j 

Tressilian  was  angxy,  and  expostulated  with  tW 
artist  on  the  various  mconvenienoea,  and,  'in  paiH^ 
cular,  the  unnecessary  degree  of  attention  to  whiefe 

tts  he  thus  dras^ 


they  were  subjected  by  the 
lated ;  but  he  was  pacified 


who  could  be  i 


^  The fraet  defeat,  ffivm  bj  Alfred  to  the  Danish  iuwidei^l 
mid,  bj  Mr.  Goofh,  to  hav«  taken  plaoe  near  Afhdown,  aaSA 
ffhlra.  "The  burial  itlaoe  of  Baeref ,  the  panish  chief. 'wIia  vil 
■lain  in  Uiti  flaht,  is  diatiRgviiticd  bra  parcel  of  atfiaea,  lean  «kii 
a  mile  f>oin  the  hill,  set  on  edfe,  eneloainf  a  rteoe  of  siiiii 
somewhat  raised.  On  the  east  side  of  the  souUicni  extTi<Mitt 
stand  three  squarish  flat,  stones,  of  abont  four  or  five  feet  ass 
either  %va]r,  snpportinff  a  fonrth,  and  now  called  by  Uie  xvM 
WAViJitiD  HMiTB.  ftwn  an  idle  uldition  about  on  inTisH 
smith  replacing  lost  horic-shoes  theis."-Goucii'a  •dittm^ 
Camdsn'8  tfritowtto,  vol.  i..  p.  991.  ^     ,      ..^  .         • 

The  popular  belief  still  retains  monory  of  this  wild  Icfual 
which,  connected  a*  it  is  with  the  rile  of  a  Danish  sepvHMI 
may  h^vc  kritm  (torn  sonie  lefand  ooaoenung  the  aoeOaM 
Duercar,  who  resided  in  the  rocks,  and  wore  cuooinr  i — '— 
•  It  was  belieTWl  that  Wayland  Smith's 


oninr  %»inIM 
hnith-sflS^ 
faaoflNMMi 


in  steel  and  iron 

sixpence,  and  ttwt,  nnliko  other  woffcnen,  he.wj.  . 

mora  was  offered.  Of  Is  te  his  ofBoos  have  agaui  bean  callaS« 
memory ;  but  fiction  has  in  Uiis.  as  in  other  esses,  taken  «" 
liberty  to  pillaire  the  stores  of  oral  tradition.    This  nMinniiiii 

I  must  be  vniy  ancient,  for  it  has  been  kindly  pouttH  mt  f«S 
that  it  is  nfmwi  to  in  an  ancient  Sazoii  ehnnar.as  a  Imdu 
Tlie  monument  has  been  of  tale  deaitd  o:|t,  and  made  c 
ablf  more  conspicuona. 
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\§matt  such  an  unmentT)  by  Wayknd'a  nasaiMif^ 
Sm  that  a  genemlimiMrtance  was  attached  to  his 
[fim  (Thessiijan'a)  striking  presence,  which  rendered 
;|t  necessary  to  give  an  extraordinary  reaaoa  for  the 
itipidity  and  aecrecy  of  his  journey. 

At  Jen^  they  approached  the  metropolis,  where, 
fwing  to  the  more  general  recourse  of  strangers,  their 
Upesrance  axcitaT  neither  observation  nor  iniiuiiy, 
;Sa  finally  tbejr  entered  London  itaelL 

If  was  Tresailian's  purpose  to  gadown  directly  to 
iDiepiibrd,  where  Lord  Sussex  resided,  in  oider  to  be 
Har  the  court,  then  held  at  Greenwich,  the  favourite 
jftsdence  of  Elizabeth,  and  honoured  as  her  birth- 
jfatt.  Still  a  brief  halt  in  London  was  necesMuy ; 
mi  ii  was  somewhat  prolonged  by  the  earnest  en- 
iiaties  of  Wayland  Smith,  who  desired  permission 
^  take  a  walk  through  the  city. 

"Take  thv  sword  and  buckler,  and  foHow  me. 
J^"  said  Tressilian ;  "  I  am  abont  to  walk  myaeU, 
ini  we  will  up  in  company." 

Ttos  he  said,  because  he  was  not  altogether  so 

ttcare  of  the  fidelity  of  his  new  retainer,  as  to  lose 

^ghtof  him  at  this  interesting  moment,  when  rival 

moBS  at  the  court  of  ElIzaBeth  were  running  so 

Ingh.  Wayland  Smith  willingly  ao^uiescod  in  the 

^iiecautioa,  of  which  he  probably  conjectured  the  mo- 

ttve,  but  only  st^ulatcxl,  that  his  maater  should  enter 

the  diopB  of  such  chemists  or  apothecaries  as  he 

should nuitont,  in  walking  through  Fleet  street,  And 

perant  hin  to  make  some  necessary  purch  ases.  Tree- 

nliaa  affted,  and  obeying  the  ngnal  of  his  attendant, 

v-a&ediioooessively  into  more  than  Jfbur  or  five  shops, 

wkftie  observed  that  Wayland  purchased  in  each 

ctSfoot  single  drug,  in  various  quantities.    Ttie  me- 

itan  which  he  nrst  asked  for  were  teadily  fijr- 

akbti  esiih  in  succession,  but  those  which  he  after- 

vnds  required  were  leas  easily  supplied— and  TTes- 

ifaBofaerved,  that  Wayland  more  than  once,  to  the 

Atprae  of  the  shopkeeper,  returned  the  gum  or  herb 

tw  wu  otfered  to  him,  and  compelleahim  to  ex- 

cuogsit  for  the  right  sort,  or  elan  went  on  to  seek 

:t  «fewfaere.    But  one  ingredient,  in  particular,  seem- 

M  jhnost  Impossible  to  oe  found.    Some  chemists 

linhr  admitted  they  had  never  seen  it,~other8  de- 

jpamat  such  a  drug  existed,  excepting  in  the  ima- 

*      of  craxy  alchyraista,— and  most  of  them 

Vted  to  satisfy  their  customer,  by  producing 

, t  aibstitutc^  which,  when  rejected  by  Way  land-, 

Hvtheinjg  what  he  had  asked  for,  they  maintained 

llMBaMd.  m  a  superior  degree,  the  self-same  qualities. 

I  ^fBcral,  they  all  displayed  some  curiosity  concem- 

'  the  purposo  for  wnicn  he  wanted  it.    One  old, 

chemist,  to  whom  the  artist  put  the  usual 

_,  in  terms  which  TressiEan  neither  under- 

>.  nor  could  r<JtollecL  answered  frankly,  there 

none  of  that  drug  in  London,  unless  Yogis  n  the 

chanced  to  have  some  of  it  upon  hand. 

I  thought  as  mdch,"  said  Wayland.  And  as  soon 

they  left  the  shop,  no  said  to  Tressilian,  "  I  crave 

pardon,  sir,  but  no  arust  can  work  without  his 

.   I  must  needs  go  to  this  Yoglan's ;  and  t  pro-' 

yoo,  that  if  this  detains  rou  longer  than  your 

A  seems  to  permit,  you  shall,  nevertheless,  be 

repaid,  by  the  use  I  will  make  of  this  rare  drug. 

jiit  me,^  ne  added,  "  to  walk  before  you.  for  we 

now  to  quit  the  broad  street,  and  we  will  make 

•^^      Med  if  I  lead  the  way." 

_  iian  acquiesced,  ana,  foHowing  the  smith 

_  a  lane  which  turned  to  the  left  hand  towards 

river,  he  found  that  his  guide  walked  on  with 

4>eed,  and  apparently  pariEtet  knowledge  of  the 

through  a  labyruih  of  by-streets,  courts,  and 

alleys,  until  at  length  Wayland  paused  in  the 

1  of  a  very  narrow  lane,  the  termination  of  which 

sed  a  i>eep  of  the  Thames  looking  misty  and 

dy,  which  Dackground  was  crossed  saltier-ways, 

V,  Mumblazen  might  have  sisud,  by  the  masts  ot 

lifters  that  lay  waiting  for  the  tide.    The  shop 

r  which  he  halted  bad  not,  as  in  modem  days, 

d  window— out  a  paltry  canvass  screen  sur- 

l  soch  a  stall  as  a  cobler  now  occupies,  having 

Dt'^n,  much  in  the  manner  of  h  fishmonger's' 

I  of  the  present  day.    A  little  old  smock-fared 

;  thfe  v«**v  reverse  of  a  Jaw  in  complexioo,  for  ha 


was  very  soA-haired  u  well  as  bsftrdlstd,  appeared, 
aitd  with  many  courtesies  asked  Wayland  what  he 
pleased  to  want.  He  had  no  sooner  named  the  drug, 
than  the  Jew  started  and  looked  surprised.  '*  Ana 
vat  might  your  vorship  vant  vith  that  draft  which  is 
not  named,  mein  GUxi,  in  forty  yean  as  I  have  been 
chemist  here?" 

"  These  questions  it  is  no  part  of  m^  oommissioii 
to  answer,"  saiil  Wayland  {  I  only  wish  to  know 
if  you  have  what  I  want,  and  having  it,  are  willing 
to  sell  it  r 

"  Ay,  iriein  God,  for  having  it,  that  I  have,  and  for 
selling  iL  I  am  a  chemist,  and  sell  every  drug?'*  So 
sayinc^  he  exhibited  a  powder,  and  then  continaed, 
"  Built  will  cost  nauch  moneys^Vat  I  ave  cost  m 
weight  in  goki— ay,  gold  well-refined— Ivill  say  six 
times— It  comes  irom  Mount  Sinai,  where  we  -had 
our  blessed  Law  givea  forth,  and  the  plant  blossom* 
but  once  in  oike  hundred  year.'* 

**  I  do  not  know  how  often  it  is  gathered  on  mount 
Sinai,'*  said  Wayland.  after  fooking  at  the  drug  ofier- 
ed  him  with  great  disdain,  *'  but  I  will  wager  my 
sword  and  buckler  against  your  gabeidine.  that  this 
trssh  you  offer  me^  instead  of  what  I  asked  for,  may 
be  had  for  gathering  any  day  of  the  week  m  the 
castle-ditch  of  Aleppo.** 

"You.arearade  man,'*  said  the  Jew;  **and.  be 
sides,  I  ave  n9  better  tiian  thatr-or  if  I  ave,  I  will  not 
sell  It  without  order  of  a  physician— or  without  you 
tell  me  vat  you  make  of  it.** 

The  artist  mads  brief  answer  in  a  language  of  which 
Tressilian  could  not  understand  a  word,  and  which 
seemed  to  strike  the  Jew  with  ths  utmost  astonish* 
ment.  He  stared  upon  Wayland  like  one  who  has 
suddenly  recognised  some  mighty  hero  or  dreaded 
potentate,  in  the  person  of  an  unknown  and  un- 
marked stranger.  Holy  Elias!*'  he  exclaimed,  whea 
he  had  recovered  the  first  stunning  efTccts  of  his  sur- 
prise :  and  then  passing  from  his  former  suspicious 
and  snrly  manner  to  the  very  extremity  of  oosequi* 
ousness,  he  ^rin^cd  low  to  the  artist,  and  besought 
him  to  enter  his  poor  house,  to  bkss  his  miserable 
threshold  by  crossing  it. 

"Vill  you  not  taste  a  cup  vith  the  poor  Jew,  Za-* 
charias  Yogian  ?— Vill  you  Tokay  ave  1— vill  you  La« 
chrj'maj  taste?— vill  you" I 

'*You  offend  in  your  proffers,*'  said  Wayland; 
"minister  to  me  in  what  I  require  of  you,  and  forbear 
farther  discourse.'* 

The  rebuked  Israelite  took  his  bunch  of  keys,  and 
'opening  with  circumspection  a  cabinet  which  seemed 
mote  strongly  secured  than  the  other  cases  of  drugs 
and  medicines  amongst  which  it  stood,  he  drew  out 
a  little  secret  drawer,  nnving  a  glass  lid,  and  contain- 
iiig  a  small  portion  of  a  i)lack  powder.  This  he 
ofiered  to  Wayland,  his  manner  conveying  the  deepest 
devotion  towards  him,  though  an  avaricious'and  jea- 
lous expression  which  seemed  to  grudge  every  grain 
of  what  his  customer  was  about  to  possess  hiniseli^ 
disputed  ground  in  his  countenance,  with  the  obse^ 
quious  deterencu  which  he  desired  it  should  exhibit.    • 

"  Have  you  scales?"  said  Wayland. 

The  Jew  pointed  to  those  which  lay  ready  for  com- 
mon UK  in  the  shop,  but  he  <tid  so  with  a  puzzled  ex- 
pression of  doubt  and  fiear,  which  did  not  escape  ths 
artist. 

"  They  must  be  other  than  these,"  said  Wayland, 
sternly;  "know you  not  that  holy  things  lose  their 
virtue  if  weighed  in  an  imiust  balsnce?" 

The  Jewhimg'his  head,  look  from  a  steel-plated 
casket  a  pair  of  scales  beautifully  mounted,  and  sakl, 
as  he  adjusted  them  for  the  artist  s  use,—"  With  these 
I  do  mme  own  experiment— one  hair  of  the  high- 
priest's  beard  would  turn  them." 

"It  suffices,"  said  the  artist;  and  weighed  out  two 
drachms  for  himself  of  the  black  powder,  which  }o 
very  carefully  folded  up,  and  put  into  his  pouch  with 
the  other  drugs.  He  then  demanded  the  price  of  the 
Jew,  who  aiiswercd,  shaking  his  head  and  bow- 

*^No  price— no,  n'othing  at  all  fitjm^such  as  yea 
—But  yoi»  will  see  the  poor  Jew  again  ?  yon  ^-ill  lotik 
into  his  laboratory,  where,  God  help  him,  hn  haih 
dried  himself  to  the  substance  of  ths  withered  gouni 
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of  Jonih  dK  holjr  pyopbel-'Tou  will  ave  pity  on' 
him,  and  show  him  one  Mttle  step  on  the  great 
road?" 

"Hush!"  said  Wa^and,  laying  bis  finger  myste- 
nously  on  his  mouth,  "it  mar  be  we  ahall  meet  again 
•»^thou  hast  already  the  Sckahmnjfn^  as  thine  own 
Rabbis  call  it— the  general  creation;  watch,  there- 
fore, and  prav,  for  thoa  must  attain  theluiowledge  of 
Alchahest  fHixir  Samech,  ere  I  may  commune  far- 
ther with  thee."  Then  returning  with  a  slight  nod 
the  reverential  congees  of  the  .Jew,  he  walked  grave- 
ly pp  the  lane,  followed  by  his  master^  whose  first 
observation  on  the  scene  he  had  just  witnessed  was, 
that  Wayland  ought  to  have  paM  the  man  for  his 
drug,  whatever  it  waa^  • 

"I  pay  hun  1"  said  the  artiM ;  "  May  the  foul  fiend 
pay  me  if  I  do!— Had  it  not  been  that  I  thoaght  it 
Slight  displMse  your  worship^  I  would  have  had  an 
ounce  or  two  of  gold  out  of  mm^  in  exchange  of  the 
«ame  just  weight  of  briok-dust." 

'*  I  advise  you  to  practise  no  such  knavery  while 
waiting  upon  me,*'  said  Tressilian. 

"  Did  I  not  say,"  answered  the  artist,  "  that  for 
tfaatieason  alone,  I  forbore  him  for  the  present?— 
Knavery,  call  you  it?— why  yonder  wretched  skele- 
ton hath  wealth  sufficient  to  pave  the  whole  lane  he 
lives  in  with  dollars,  and  scarce  miss  them  flat  of  his 
dwn  iron  chestt  yet  he  goes  mad  after  the  philoso- 
pher's stone— ana  besides,  he  would  have  cheated  a 
poor  serving-man,  as  he  thought  me  at  first,  with 
trash  thai  was  not  worth  a  penny— Match  for  matoh, 
quoth  the  devil  to  the  collier ;  if  his  false  medicine 
was  worth  my  good  crowns,  my  trae  brick-dust  is  as 
well  worth  his  good  gold.'* 

"  It  may  be  so  for  aught  I  know,"  said  Tressilian, 
"in  dealhig  amongst  Jews  and  apothecaries;  bilt  un- 
derstand, that  to  have  such  tncks  of  legerdemain 
practised  by  one  attending  on  me,  diminishes  my  ho- 
nour, and  that*I  vnll  not  permit  them.  I  trust  thou 
hast  made  up  thy  purchases?" 

"I  have,  sir,"  replied  Wayland ;  "and  with  these 
drugs  will  I,  tliis  very  day,  compound  the  true  orvie- 
tan,  that  noble  medicine  which  is  so  seldom  found 
genuine  and  ei^tive  within  these  realms  of  Europe, 
for  want  of  that  most  rare  and  precious  drug  which 
I  got  but  now  from  Yoglan."* 
'^'But  why  not  have  made  all  your  pqrchaseQ  at 
one  shoj)?"  said  his  master;  "we  have  lost  nearly 
an  hour  in  running  from  one  pounder  of  simples  to 
another." 

"Content  you,  «r,"  said  Wayland.  "No  man 
shall  learn  my  secret;  and  it  would  not  be  mine 
long,  were  I  to  buy  all  my  materials  from  one  che- 
mist." 

They  now  returned  to  their  inn,  (the  famous  Bell- 
Savage, )  and  while  the  Lord  Sussex's  servant  pre- 
^  '  pared  the  horses  for  their  journey,  Wayland,  obtain- 
'  mg from  the  cook  the  service  of  a  mortar,  shut  himself 
up  in  a  private  chamber,  where  he  mixed,  pounded, 
and  amalgamated  the  drags  which  he  had  bought, 
each  in  its  due  proportion,  with  a,  readiness  and 
address  that  plainly  showed  him  well  practised  in  all 
the  manual  dperatfons  of  pharmacy. 

Bv  the  time  Wayland's  electuary  was  prepared  the 
horses  were  ready,  and  a  uhort  hour's  riding  brought 
tMm  to  the  present  habitation  of  Lord  Sussex,  an 
anr'^nt  house,  called  Say's  Coint,  near  Deptford, 
%vhicr  had  long  pertained  to  a  family  of  that  name, 
but  haa,  for  upwards  of  a  century,  been  possessed  by 
the  ancient  and  honourable  fiimiiy  6f  Evelyn.  The 
present  representative  of  that  ancient  house  took  a 
deep  interest  in  the  earl  of  Sussex,  and  had  wilUngly 
accommodated  both  him  and  his  numerous  retinue  in 
his  hospitable  mansion.  Say's  Court  was  afterwards 
the  residence  of  the  celebrated  Mr.  Evelyn,  whose 
*Silva"ii»  •*!?*  the  manual  of  British  planters;  and 
whose  lif^  manners,  and  principles,  as  illustrated  in 
hip  Memoirs,  ought  equally  to  be  the  manual  ofEng- 
IisIl  ^X'utleineh. 

» 4  In'ictnn.  «r  ^iee  trracle,  m  It  wsi  Knaatimes  eaHed,  wsi 


oiidHrain<»d  to  be  a  toverBicii  remeclr  acntnst  poiwn  ;  and  tlte 

be  contented,  for  Uie  time  ho  i 

Mine  optnion,  which  was  onoe 
9f  tbe  leaned  ae  weU  u  the  inilgar. 


nailer  mutt 
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i  peruM*  the«e  pages, 
B  univeiaaliy  iiBoeived 


CHAPTER   XIV. 


This  ia  rare  news  thoa  toll'st  ne,  raj  food  felknr   • 
There  are  iwo  bulls  fierce  bettlinf  on  the  gieea 
For  one  fkir  hei  Ar— if  the  one  goes  down, 
The  dale  will  tieinoce  peaoeflil,  and  the  hend, 
Which  have  small  ioterMt  in  their  bmlxienMHt, 
May  pasture  there  in  peaoo.^OW  Siof. 

Sat*8  CotJKT  was  watched  like  a  beleaguered  fort ; 
and  so  high  rose  the  suspicions  of  the  time,  that 
Tressilian  and  his  attendants  were  stopped  and 
qnestioned  repeatedly  by  sentinels,  both  on  foot  and 
horseback,  as  they  approached  the  abode  of  the  lick 
Earl.  In  truth,  the  migh  rank  Which  Sussex  held  in 
Queen  Elizabeth's  favour,  and  his  known  and  avow- 
ed rivalry  of  the  Earl  of  Leicester,  cauaed  die  utmost 
imiK>rtance  to  be  attached  to  his  weUtoo-,  for,  at  tbt 
period  we  treat  of,  all  men  doubted  whetner  he  or  ihe 
Eari  of  Leicester  might  ultimately  have  the  higher 
rank  in  her  regard. 

Elizabeth,  like  many  of  her  sex,  was  fond  of  go* 
vcming  by  factions,  so  as  to  balance  two  t>ppo8iQg 
interests,  and  reserve  m  her  own  hand  the  power  d 
making  either  predominate^  as  the  interest  of  the 
state,  or  perhaps  as  her  own  female  caprice,  (for  to 
that  foible  even  she  was  not  superior,)  might  finilly 
determine.  To  finesse;-to  bold  the  cards— to  o|ipMt 
one  interest  to  another—to  bridle  him  who  thoaght 
himself  highest  in  her  esteem,  by  the  fears  he  suit 
entertain  of  ano&er  equally  trusted,  if  not  eanally  ^ 
loved,  were  arts  which  she-  used  throne^iout  her 
reign,  and  which  enabled  her,  though  freqiiendygi?- 
ing  wav  to  the  weakifess  of  favountism,  to  prevent 
most  01  its  evil  effects  on  her  kingdom  and  govern- 
ment. 

The  two  nobles  who  at  present  stood  as  txtsIb  m 
her  favour,  possessed  very  difierait  pretensions  to 
share  it ;  yet  it  might  be  in  general  said,  that  tha 
Earl  of  Sussex  had  been  most  serviceable  to  Aa 
Queen,  while  Leicester  was  most  dear  to  the  wo- 
man.   Susse.T  was,  according  to  the  phrase  of  the 
times,  a  marbahst  ^had  done  good  serrice  in  Ireland, 
and  in  Scotland,  and  especially  in  the  great  nortben 
rebellion,  in  1569,  which  was  felled,  in  a  great  met- 
sure,  by  his  military  talents.   He  was,  therefore,  n- 
turally  surrounded  and  looked  up  to  by  those  lAo 
wished  to  make  arms  their  road  to  distinction.   IVi 
Earl  of  Sussex,  moreover,  was  of  more  andeat  tod 
honourable  descent  than  his  rival^niting  m  his  per- 
son the  representatSon  of  the  Fitl- Walters^  as  well  as 
of  the  Ratciiffes,  while  the  scutcheon  of  Leioester  was 
stoned  by  the  degradation  of  his  grandfadier,  the 
oppressive  minister  of  Henry  VII.,  and  scarce  im- 
proved by  ^at  of  his  father,  the  unhappy  Dodl^, 
Duke  of  Northumberland,  executed  on  Towil^Hili, 
August  22,  IS6S.    But  in  person,  features,  and  ad- 
dress, weapons  so  formidable  in  the  court  of  a  female 
sovereign,  Leicester  had  advantages  more  than  fof- 
ficient  to  counterbalance  the  military  services,  high 
blood,  and  frank  bearinc  of  the  Earl  of  Sussex ;  and 
he  bore  in  the  eye  of  the  eonrt  and  kingdom*  the 
higher  share  in  Elizabeth's  favour,  though  (for  such 
was  her  uniform  policy)  by  no  means  so  deddedly 
expressed  as  to  warrant  him  against  the  final  pie- 
ponderanoe  of  his  rival's  {Pretensions.    The  illness  qf 
Sussex  therefore  happens  so  opportunely  for  Leices- 
ter, as  (o  give  rise  to  strange  surmises  among  the 
public;  whue  the  followers  or  the  one  Eari  were  filled 
with  the  deepest  apprehensiona.  and  those  of  the 
other  with  the  highest  hopes  ,oi  its  probable  isacne. 
Me«iwhil&-— for  in  that  old  time  men  never  forgot 
the  probability  that  the  matter  might  be  determined 
by  length  of  sword,— the  retainers  of  each  noble 
flocked  sround  their  patron,  appeared  well  armed  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  court  itself,  and  disturbed  the  ear 
of  the  sovereign  by  their  frequent  and  alarming  de- 
bates, held  even  within  the  predncts  of  her  palafse. 
This  preliminary  statement  is  necessary  to  render 
what  follows  intelligible  to  thereader.t 

On  Tressilian's  arrival  at  Say's  Court,  he  foan4 

t  Naqoton  (iTct  ns  numerous  and  carious  rarticulafs  of  fhe 
jealous  itruffple  whidi  took  place  between  Kateliire,  Earl  «if 
ausiei.  and  the  risina  favourite  Leieester.  The  fimner,  wbaa 
OQ  hisdeathbed,  predicted  to  his  followers*  that,  aiWhis  dtalh. 
the  iripsr,  (so  he  called  Leicester,  ttom  his  dark  eompleakaii 
would  pr«««  teo  nany  for  .thras 
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the  place  fOki  wilh  the  retakten  of  the  Earl  of  Sua- 
Ki,  and  of  the  gentlemen  who  came  to  attend  their 
IMtron  in  hie  iUneaa.  Anna  were  in  every  hand,  and 
a  deep  gloom  on  every  countenance,  as  if  they  had 
ipprebcnded  an  immeoiate  and  violent  aaaault  from 
ue  oi}po8ite  faction.  In  the  haU,  however,  to  which 
Treeailian  was  uahercd  by  one  of  the  Eaxra  attend- 
I  anti^  while  another  wont  to  mform  Sussex  of  his 
ttrival  he  found  only  two  gentlemen  in  waiting. 
There  was  a  remarkable  contrast  in  their  drees,  ap- 
peirancc,  and  manners.  The  attire  of  the  elder 
gentleman,  a  person  as  it  seemed  of  quality  and  in 
''  Uie  pdme  of  life,  was  very  plain  and  soldierlike,  his 
ttature  low,  his  limbs  stout,  his  bearing  ungraceful, 
and  his  features  -of  that  kind  wbkh  express  sound 
common  sense,  without  a  grain  of  vivacity  or  ima- 
gination. The  younger,  who  seemed,  about  twenty, 
L  or  upwards,  was  clad  in  the  gayest  habit  used  by 
H  persons  of  quality  at  the  period,  wearing  a  crimson 
^  velvet  cloak  ricliiy  ornamented  with  lace  and  em- 
broidery, with  a  bonnet  of  the  same,  encircled  with 
a  gold  chain  turned  three  times  roimd  it,  and  secur^ 
by  a  medal.  His  hair  waa  adjusted  very  nearly  like 
that  of  some  fine  gentlemen  of  our  own  tim&  that 
IS,  it  was  combed  upwards,  and  made  to  stand  as  it 
were  on  end ;  and  in  his  ears  he  wore  a  pair  of  silver 
ear-rings,  having  each  a  pearl  of  considerable  size. 
The  countenance  of  this  youth,  besides  being  regularly 
hajidsome  and  accompanied  by  a  fine  person,  was 
animated  and  striking  in  a  degree  that  eeemed  to 
•peak  at  once  the  firmness  of  a  decided  and  the  fire 
of  an  enterprising  ciiaracter,  the  power  of  reflection, 
and  the  promptitudle  of  deterrnination. 

Both  these  gentlemen  reclined  nearly  in  the  same 

loature  on  benches  near  each  other ;  but  each  seem- 

ug  engaged  in  his  own  meditationa,  looked  straight 

upon  the  wall  which  was  oppoate  to  them,  without 

ilpeakmg  to  his  companion.    The  looks  of  the  elder 

were  of  that  sort  which  convinced  the  beholder,  that, 

IB  JDoking  on  the  wall,  he  saw  no  more  than  the  side 

of  an  old  hall  bang  around  with  cloaks,  antlers, 

kocklers,  old  pieces  of  armour,  partisans,  and  the 

a'fflilar  articles  which  were  usuaUy  the  furniture  of 

such  a  place.    The  look  of  the  younger  gallant  had 

in  it  something  imaginative  s  he  was  sunk  in  reverie, 

ttnd  it  seemed  as  it  the  empty  space  of  air  betwixt 

htm  and  the  wall  were  the  stage  of  a  theatre  on 

wrhich  his  fancy  was  mustering  his  own  dramatU 

verMOTuCi  and  treating  him  with  sights  far  different 

from  tiiose*  which  his  awakened  an^  earthly  vision 

could  have  offered. 

At  the  entrance  of  Tressilian  both  started  from 
th^r  musing,  aiid  bade  him  welcome;  the  younger, 
hipariicular,  with  great  appearance  of  animatk}n  and 
cordiaUty. 

"  Thou  art  welcome.  Tressiltan,**  said  the  youth ; 
"  thy  philosophy  stole  thee  from  us  when  this  house- 
bola  had  objects  of  ambition  to  ofier— it  is  an  honest 
phUosophy,  since  it  returns  thee  lo  us  when  there  axe 
only  dangers  to  be  shared."- 

*^I8  ray  lord,  then,  so  greatly  mdisposedT'  saul 
Treeailian. 

"  We  fear  the  very  worst,"  answered  the  elder  gen- 
tlemab,  "  and  hy  the  worst  practice." 

''Pie,*'  replied  Tressilian,  "my  Lord  of  Leicester 
isJionoarable." 

^' What  doth  he  with  such  attendants,  then,  as  he 
baih  about  him?"  said  thayounger  gallant.  "The  man 
who  raises  the  devil  may  b^honest,  but  he  is  answer- 
able for  the  mischief  which  the  fiend  does  for  all  ihat." 
'^  And  is  this  all  of  you,  my  mates,"  inquired  Tites- 
1     silian,  "  that  are  about  my  lord  in  his  utmost  straits  T 
i        **  No,  no,"  renlied  the  elder  gentleman,  "  there  are 
I     Tracy,  Markham,  and  several  more ;  but  we  keep 
watch  here  by  two  at  once,  and  some  are  weary  and 
amsleeping  in  the  nllery  above."     ,^ 

"  And  some,"  sajd  the  young  man,    are  gone  down 

lo  the  Dock  yonder  at  BeptTord,  to  look  out  such 

a  bulk  as  they  may  purchase  by  clubbing  their 

broken  fortunes ;  and  so  soon  as  all  is  over,  we  will 

I      lay  oar  noble  lord  in  a  noble  green  grave,  have  a 

blow  at  tf  .ose  who  have  hurried  him  thitlier,  tf  oppor- 

I      tuolty  suits,  and  then  sail  for  the  Indies  with  heavy 

hearts  and  Lgnt  purses  " 

Vafc.lY,  D 


"  It  may  be,"  sakl  Tressilian,  '*  that  I  will  embrace 
the  same  purpose,  so  soon  as  I  have  settled  some 
business  at  court.' 

*'  Thou  business  at  court  I"  they  both  exclaimed  at 
once:  " and  thou  make  the  Indian  voyage !" 

*•  Wliy,  Tresaiiian,"  said  the  younger  man,  "  art 
thou  not  wedded,  and  beyond  these  flaws  of  fortune, 
that  drive  folks  out  to  sea  when  their  bark  bears  Pur- 
est for  the  haven  7— What  has  become  of  the  lovely 
Indamira  that  was  to  match  my  Amoret  for  truth  and 
be«ityr 

*'  Speak  not  of  her !"  said  Treasilian,  averting  his 
face. 

,**  Ay,  stands  it  so  with  yon?"  aaki  the  youth,  ta* 
king  his  hand  very  affectionately ;  "  then,  fear  not  I 
will  aeain  touch  the  green  wound^But  it  is  strange 
as  well  as  sad  news.  Are  none  of  otir  fair  and  mer^ 
fellowship  to  escape  shipwreck  of  fortune  and  happi- 
ness in  this  sudden  tempest  7  I  had  hoped  thou  wevt 
in  harbour,  at  lesst,  my  dear  Edmund— But  truly 
says  another  dear  fiiend  of  thy  namcb 

*  What  m^n  that  mm  theerer  whiriinir  whnal  / 

or  Chance,  Uie  which  all  moti&l  things  doth  fway, 
But  tb«i  thereby  doth  fiiNi  ami  plunlffod. 
How  JMtttability  in  them  doth  plar 
Her  craot  tportd  to  manjr  men^s  deeaj.'  ** 

The  elder  gentleman  had  risen  from  his  bench,  and 
was  pacing  the  hall  with  some  impatience,  while  the 
youth,  wim  much  earnestness  and  feeling,  recited 
these  lines.  When  he  had  done^  the  other  wrapped 
himself  in  his  cloak,  and  again  stretched  himself 
down,  saying,  "  I  marvel,  Tressilian,  you  will  feed 
the  lad  in  this  silly  humour.  If  there  were  aught  to 
draw  a  hidgment  upon  a  virtuous  and  honourable 
househoiQ  uke  my  lord's,  renoimce  me  if  I  think  not 
it  were  this  piping,  whining,  childish  trick  of  poetry, 
that  came  among  us  with  Master  Walter  Wittypate 
here  and  his  comradceL  twisting  into  all  mannerof 
uncouth  and  incomprehensible  Torms  of  speech,  the 
honest  plain  Ery^h  phrase  which  €rod  gave  us  to 
express  our  meaning  withaL"  ^ 

*'  Blount  believes,^  said  his  comrade,  lacQhing,  "  the 
devil  woo'd  Eve  in  rhyme,  and  that  the  rovstic  mean- 
ing of  the  Tree  of  Knowledge  refers  solely  to  the  an 
ofclashmg  rhymes  snd  meting  out  hexameters."* 

At  this  moment  the  Esrl's  chamberlain  entered, 
and  informed  Tressiliim  that  his  lord  required  tp 
speak  with  him. 

He  found  Lord  Sussex  dressed,  but  unbraced  and 
lying  on  his  couch,  and  was  shocked  at  the  alteration 
aisease  had  made  in  his  person.  The  Earl  received 
him  with  the  most  frienc^y  cordiality,  and  inquired 
into  the  state  of  his  courtship.  Tressilian  evaded  hie 
inquiries  for  a  moment,  and  turning  his  discourse  on 
the  Earl's  own  health,  he  discovered,  to  his  surorise, 
tliat  the  symptoms  of  his  disorder  corresponded  mi- 
nutely with  tliose  which  Wayland  had  predicated 
concerning  it.  He  hesitated  not,  therefore,  to  com- 
municate to  Sussex  the  whole  history  of  his  attend- 
ant and  the  pretenaons  he  set  up  to  cure  the  disorder 
under  which  he  laboured.  The  Earl  listen^  with 
incredulous  attention  until  the  name  of  Demetnus 
was  mentioned,  snd  then  suddenly  called  to  his  secre- 
tary to  bring  him  a  certain  casket  which  contained 
papers  of  importance.    **  Take  out  from  thence,"  he 

•  Amonr  ttM  Rttendasts  ancT  adlMrenta  ttf  Ammx,  we  hara 
Tonturcd  tointrodaca  Um  celebrated  Raleifh,  is  Um  dawuofMa 
court  fovovr.  ,  ,    . 

In  Aubrey's  eorresnondenne  there  are  tome  eurioatpartteiilftrt 
of  Sir  1^  alter  Raleigh.  "  He  wan  a  tall,  handsome,  bold  anas  ; 
but  hia  nasve  waa  tluit  ha  was  dannablr  proad.  Old  Sir  Kobort 
Harler  of  Brampton  Bnan  Castle,  who  knew  bim,  would  say.ii 
waa  a  peal  question  who  w-as  the  proudest,  Sir  Walter,  or  &r 
Thomas  Overburjr ;  but  the  diffbrenec  that  was,  was  judged  *nnv 
Thomas's  side.  In  tlte  freat  parlovr  at  Downton,  at  Mr.  !ta> 
leiffli'a.  ia  a  jood  piece,  nn  orif  inal  of  Sir  Walter,  in  a  white  sa.un 


doublet,  all  embroidered  with  nch  pearls,  and  a  mighiy  rMC 
chain  of  grtat  pearls  about  his  nock.    The  old  serrants  have  toiu 
me  that  Uie  real  pearls  were  near  as  bi«  as  Uie  painted  one&  Ha 
had  a  most  ramarkalile  aspect,  an  exAecdinn  high  forehead.  Ions- 
faoMl.  and  aour>ey«iid«d.**   A  raboa  u  added,  to  Uiis  parposa  i 
Tim  enemj  to  the  stomach,  and  the  word  of  disf  race, 
Is  the  name  of  the  gealleman  with  thabold  faco. 
Sir  Walter  Kaleifh's  beard  tnrnod  up  nnturallr.  which  ffav« 
him  nn  adTontnge  over  the  rallcints  of  the  time,  whose  maa* 
tachas  received  a  touch  of  Uie  bailier's  art  to  nve  them  tha  alt 
then  most  adnirod.--£j«  Aobi:xy*8  Garrftf^SJ'nw,  va..  ii.  part 
liLjp.  6W.  ^ 
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Mid,  **th6  deoltratioii  of  the  rascal  cook  whom  we 
had  under  examination,  and  look  heedAiJly  H  the 
name  of  Demetrius  be  not  there  mentioned.''^ 

The  aecretary  turned  to  the  paasa^  at  onoe,  and 
read,  "And  said  declarant,  bang  examined,  aaith, 
That. he  remembers  having  made  the  sauce  to  the 
■aid  sturgeon  fish,  after  eating  of  which,  the  said 
ooUe  Lord  was  taken  ttl ;  and  he  put  the  usual  ingre- 
dienta  and  condiments  therein^  namely" 

'*  Pass  over  his  trash,"  said  the  Eari^  "  and  see 
whether  he  had  not  been  supplied  with  his  materials 
br  a  herbalist,  called  Demetrius."  ^         '       „       , 

**It  is  even  so,"  answered  the  Secretary.  "And 
he  adda,  he  has  not  Smoe  seen  the  said  Demetrius.*' 

"This  accords  with  thy  fellow's  story, Treesilian," 
Mid  the  fiarl  t  "  call  him  hither."  ,^  ^ 

On  being  summoned  to  the  Earl's  presenoe/  Way- 
land  Smim  told  his  fonner  tale  with  firmness  and 


csDnsutancy. 

**  It  may  IM,"  said  the  Earl, "  thou  art  sent  by  those 
who  have  begun  this  work,  to  end  it  for  t|iem ;  but 
bethink,  if  I  miscarry  under  thy  medicine^  it  may  go 
hard  wth  thee."  .,        .     ,  .,  . 

"  That  were  severe  measure,"  said  Wavluid,  smce 
the  issue  of  medicine,  and  the  end  of  life,  are  in 
God'9  disposal.  But  I  will  stand  the  risk.  I  have 
not  lived  so  long  under  ground,  to  be  afiraid  of  a 
crave." 

"  Nay,  if  thou  be^st  so  confident."  said  the  Earl  of 
Sussex,  "  I  will  take  the  risk  too,  for  the  learned  can 
do  nothing  for  me.  Tell  me  how  this  medicine  is  to 
be  taken.'^ 

"That  will  I  do  presently^"  said  Wayland:  *'bnt 
allow  me  to  condition  that,  smce  I  incur  all  the  risk 
of  this  treatment^  no  other  physician  shall  be  permit- 
ted 10  interfere  with  it." 

"That  is  but  fair,"  replied  the  Earl;  "and  now 

WhUe  IVayland  obeyed  the  EarPs  commands,  his 
servants,  bv  the  artist's  direction,  undressed  their 
master,  aim  placed  him  in  bed. 
/'I  warn  you,"  he  saxl,  "that  the  first  operatnn  of 
this  medicine  will  be  to  produce  a  heavy  sleep,  during 
which  time  the  chamber  must  be  kept  undisturbed ; 
as  the  consequences  nny  otherwise  be  fatal.  I  my- 
self will  watch  by  the  Eiarl,  with  any  of  the  gentle- 
men of  his  chamber."  . 

"Let  all  leave  the  room,  save  Stanley  and  this 
good  fellow,"  said  the  Earl. 

"  And  saving  me  also,"  said  Tressilian.  "  I  too  am 
deeply  interested  in  the  efiects  of  this  potion." 

**Be  it  so,  good  friend,"  said  the  Earl ;  "  and  now 
for  our  expeiunent ;  bat  first  oall  my  secretary  and 
chamberlain."        ,  .       ,     . 

**  Bear  wimeas,"  he  oonunued,  wlieir4he8e  officers 
arrived,  "  bear  witness  for  me,  gentlemen,  that  our 
honourable  friend  Tressilian  is  in  no  way  responsible 
for  the  effects  which  this  medicine  mav  produce  ui^n 
me,  the  takmg  it  being  my  own  free  action  and  choice, 
in  regAid  I  believe  it  to  be  a  remedy  which  God  has 
liimisned  me  bv  unexpec(pd  means,  to  recover  me  of 
my  present  malady.  Commend  me  to  my  noble  and 
prmccly  Mistress;  and  say  that  I  live  and  die  her  true 
servant,  and  wish  to  all  about  her  throne  the  same 
singleness  of  heart  and  will  to  serve  her,  with  more 
Ability  to  do  so  than  hath  been  assigned  to  poor 
Thomas  Ratdiffe." 

He  then  folded  his  hands,  and  seemed  for  a  second 
or  two  absorbed  in  mental  devotion,  then  took  the 
potion  in  his  hand,  and,  pausing,*  regarded  Wayland 
with  a  k)ok  that  seemed  designed  to  penetrate  his 
very  soul,  but  which  caused  no  anxiety  or  hesitation 
in  the  countenance  or  manner  of  the  artist. 

"Here  is  nothing  to  be  feared."  aaid  Sussex  to 
Tressilian ;,  and  swallowdd  the  medkune  without  far- 
tiier  hesitation. 

"  I  am  now  to  pray  your  lordahip,"  saki  Wayland, 

to  dispose  yourself  to  rest  as  commodk>u8ly  as  you 
can ;  and  of  you,  gentlemen,  to  remain  as  still  and 
•nute  as  if  you  waited' at  your  mother's  deathbed." 

llie  chamberlain  and  secretarv  then  withdrew,  ev- 
mg  orders  that  all  doors  should  be  bolted,  ana  all 
noiss  in  the  hoose  strictly  prohibited.  Several  gen- 
tlemen were  voUmtaiy  watchers  in  the  hall,  but  none 


remained  in  the  chamber  of  the  rick  BUrl,  mjm  hi» 
groom  of  the  chamber,  the  artist,  and  Tressifian.^^ 
Wayhmd  Smith's  pnedSctions  were  speedily  acoom- 
plisned,  and  a  sleO)  fell  unon  the  Earl,  so  deep  and 
sound,  that  they  who  watched  his  bedside  began  id 
fear,  that,  in  his  weakened  8tat&  he  might  pass  awaf 
without  awakening  flrom  his  lethsrgy.  Wayiantf 
Smith  himself  appeared  anxious,  and  felt  the  tsm* 
pies  of  the  Eari  slightly,  from  time  to  time,  attending 
particularly  to  the  state  of  his  respbatk>n,  which  was 
foil  and  deep,  but  at  the  same  time  easy  and  uniiilcr> 
rtipted. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

Toolofffarhaadad  and  mpotithM  groaam. 
What,  no  attaiMlanoQL  no  rMtrd,  no  duty  1 
Wbere  ia  tbe  footidiluMTe  I  nut  beforel 

^  T««av^iikeaiywi 

Thkbx  is  no  period  at  which  men  look  worse  in  tht 
eyes  of  each  other,  or  feel  more  uncomfortable,  than 
when  the  first  dawn  of  daylight  finds  them  watchsm 
Even  a  beauty  of  the  first  order,  after  the  vigils  of  a 
ball  are  interrupted  by  the  dawn,  would  do  wisely  to 
withdraw  herself  from  the  gaze  of  her  fondest  aai 
most  partial  admirers.  Such  was  the  pal&  inao^t- 
ck>u8,  and  unsratefid  light,  which  began  to  beam  i^ 
on  those  who  Kept  watch  all  night,  in  the  hall  at  Sap 
Court,  and  which  mingled  its  cold,  pale,  blue  diffosna 
with  the  red,  yellow,  and  smoky  beams  of  expiring 
lamps  and  torches.  The  young  gallant,  whom  we 
noticed  in  our  last  chanter,  had  Idft  the  room  for  a 
few  minutes,  to  learn  the  cause  of  a  knocknig  at  the 
outward  gate,  and  on  his  return,  was  so  strudc  with 
the  forlorn  ai^d  ghastly  aspects  of  his  companxms  of 
the  watch:  that  ne  exclaimed.  "  Pity  of  my  heart,  my 
masters,  how  like  owls  you  look!  Methmks,  whan 
the  sun  rises,  I  shall  see  you  flutter  off  with  your  eyes 
daztled,  to  stick  yourselves  into  the  next  ivy-tod  ar 
mined  steeple." 

"Hold  thy  peaoa  thou  gibmg  fool,"  said  Blount; 
"  hold  thv  peace.  Is  this  a  time  for  jeering,  when  ^ 
manhood  of  England  is  perchance  dying  within  a 
wall's  breadth  of  thee  r' 

"There  thoaliest,"  replied  the  gallant. 

"How,  lie!"  exclaimed  BkMmt,  starting  up,  "fisl 
and  to  me  7" 

"  Why,  so  thou  didst,  thou  peevish  fool,'*  ansiMr- 
ed  the  youth;  "thou  didst  lie  on  that  bench  even 
now.  didst  thou  not?  But  art  thou  not  a  hasty  cax« 
comb,  to  pick  up  a  wry  word  so  wrathfully  7  Never- 
theless, loving  and  honouring  my  lord  as  truly  u 
thou,  or  any  one.  I  dare  sav,  that  should  Heaven  taka 
him  from  us,  all  England^a  manhood  dies  not  witk 
him." 

"  Ay," replied  Blount,  "a  good  portbn  will  surnvi 
with  thee,  doubtless." 

"  And  a  good  nortion  with  thyself  Blount,  and  wiA 
stout  Markham  ner&  and  Tracy,  and  all  of  us.  BmI 
am  he  will  best  employ  the  talent  Heaven  has  ghraa 
to  us  all." 

"As  how,  Ipritheer  taid  Blount;  "tali  nsyow 
mystery  of  multiplying." 

^'Whv,  sirs,"  answered  the  youth,  **ye  aiB  Bos 
goodly  land,  which  bears  no  crop  because  it  is  not 
quickened  by  manure ;  but  I  have  that  rising  spirit  in 
me,  which  will  mske  my  poor  faculties  labour  to  keep 

Face  with  it.  My  ambitk>n  will  keq>  my  brain  at  vMnk, 
warrant  thee." 

"  I  pray  to  God  it  does  not  drive  Aee  mad."  aaid; 
Bl5unt;  '*for  my  part,  if  we  lose  our  noble  lord,  V 
bid  adieu  to  the  court  and  to  the  camp  both,  t  have! 
five  hundred  foul  acreain  Norfolk,  And  thither  wid  I,, 
and  change  the  court  pantoufle  for  the  country  hob 
nail." 

"Obase  transmutation  fexolaime^hie  antagcnriat: 
**  thou  hast  already  got  the  true  rustK  slouch— thy 
shoulders  stoop,  as  if  thine  hands  were  at  the  stilts  m^ 
the  plough,  and  thou  hast  a  kind  of  earthy  smell  abo«t  [ 
thee,  instead  of  being  perfumed  with  essence,  aa  a 
gallant  and  courtier  should.  On  my  soul,  thou  hatf 
stolen  out  to  roll  thyself  on  a  hay  mow !  *  Thy  only 
excuse  will  be  to  swear  by  thy  huts^  that  the  mmMr 
had  a  fair  dat^fater.*' 
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"I  pray  tbea  Walter,"  said  another  of  the 
my.  ^  ceaee  tnj  raillery,  which  ^ita  neither 


pany, 


OOIII'- 

time 


DOT  place,  and  telf  ub  who  was  at  the  gate  just  now; 
*^  Doctor  Masters,  physician  to  her  Grrace  in  ordin- 

K;  sent  bv  her  especial  orders  to  inquire  after  the 
rl's  hcndtii,"  answered  Walter. 
"  Ha !  what  V*  exclaimed  Tracy,  "  that  was  no 
•tight  mark  of  favour;  if  the  Earl  can  bat  come 
throuc^.  he  will* match  with  Leicester  yet  Is  Mas- 
toB  \i»th  my  lord  at  present  1" 
^^r^ay,"  replied  Walter,  "he  is  hrif  way  back  to 
Gre.!nwich  by  this  time,  and  in  high  dudgeon." 

"Thou  didst  not  reftise  him  admittance?"  ex- 
claimed Ttacy. 
"Thou  wert  not,  sorely,  so  madT'  ejaculated  Blotmt 
"  I  refused  him  admittance  as  flatfy,  Blount^  as  you 
would  lefoae  a  penny  to  a  bhnd  beggar;  as  obsunately, 
;  Tracy,  as  thou  didst  ever  deny  access  to  a  dun." 
k     *'  Why,  in  the  fiend's  name,  cfidst  thou  trust  him  to 
r  p)  to  the  gate T  said  Blount  to  Tracy. 

'*  It  suited  his  years  better  than  mme,"  answered 
TVacy ;  *'  but  he  has  undone  ue  all  now  thoroughly.  My 
lord  may  live  or  die,  he  will  never  have  a  look  of  fa- 
vour from  her  MajeBty  ^gain." 

"  Not  the  means  of  making  fortunes  for  his  follow- 
ers." said  the  young  gallant,  smiling  contemptuously; 
—*^  there  lies  the  sore  pouit  that  wul  brook  no  hand- 
.  lin^    My  j{ood8ir&  I  sounded  my  lamentations  over 
my  lord  somewhat  less  loudly  than  some  of  you ;  but 
when  the  point  comes  of  dmf  him  service,  I  will 
Yield  to  none  of  you.    Had  this  (earned  leech  en  tered, 
thinkst  thou  not  there  had  bean  such  a  coil  betwixt 
him  and  Tressilian'e  medidner,  that  not  the  sleeper 
only,  but  the  very  dead  might  have  awakened?  1 
know  what  laram  belongs  to  the  discord  of  doctors." 
**  Ind  who  is  to  take  the  blame  of  opposing  the 
Owen's  orders?"  said  Tracy :  "for,  undemably,  Doc- 
tor Masters  came  with  her  Grace's  positive  com- 
oands  to  cure  the  Earl." 

"  l  who  have  done  the  wrong,  will  bear  the  blame." 
laid  Walter. 

"  Thus,  then,  off  fly  the  dreams  of  court  favour 
thoo  host  nQurishedL"  said  Blount;-  **  and  despite  all 
thy  boasted  art  and  ambition,  Devonshire  will  see 
dieo  shine  a  true  younger  brother,  fit  to  sit  low  at 
the  board,  carve  turit  about  with  the  chajplain,  look 
that  the  hounds  be  fed.  and  see  the  squires  girths 
ihawn  when  he  sees  a-hunting." 

'*  Not  so,"  said  the  young  mazL  colouring;  **  not 
wfiile  Ireland  and  the  Netherlands  have  wars,  and 
not  v^ile  the  sea  hath  pathless  waves.  The  rich 
West  hath  lands  undreamed  oC  and  Britain  contains 
bokl  hearts  to  venture  on- the  quest  of  them.— Adieu 
fm  a  Bpaee,  my  masters.  I  go  to  walk  in  the  court, 
and  look  to  the  sentinels." 

**  The  lad  hath  quicksilver  m  his  veins,  that  is  cer- 
tain." said  Blount,  Jooking  at  Markham. 

'*  ue  hath  that  both  in  bndh  and  blood,"  said  Matk- 
hain,  "  which  m%y  either  make  or  mar  him.  But,  in 
cbflin?;  the  door  against  Masters,  he  hath  done  a 
darmR  and  loving  piece  of  service;  for  Tressilian's 
&II0W  hath  ever  averred,  that  to  wake  th^  Earl  were 
death,  and  Masters  would  wake  the  Seven  Sleepers 
tbttnselves,  if  he  thought  they  slept  not  oy  the  regular 
ordinance  of  medicine." 

Mominft  was  well  advanced,  when  Ti^essilian,  (k- 
tiguad  and  over  watched,  came  down  to  the  hail  wifh 
the  joyful  intelligence  that  the  Karl  had  awakened 
of  himself,  that  tie  round  his  internal  complaints 
much  mitigated,  and  ei>oke  with  a  cheerfulness,  and 
looked  around  with  a  vivacity,  which  of  themselves 
showed  a  material  and  fhvourfble  change  had  taken 
place.  Tressiliau  at  the  same  time  commanded  the 
attendance  of  one  or  two  of  hia  followers,  to  repou 
what  had  passed  during  the  night,  and  to  relieve  the 
vatdiera  m  the  EarPs  chamber. 

When  the  message  of  the  Q,ueen  was  oommttnica- 
kd  to  the  Earl  of  Sussex,  he  at  first  smiled  at  the  Ye- 
false  which  the  physician  had  received  from  his  zea- 
toQs  young  follower,  but  mstantly  recollectina  him- 
a^  ne  commanded  Blount,  his  master  of  thenorse,' 
nstantly  to  take  boat,  and  go  4own  the  river  Co  the 
l^alace  of  Qreenwich,  taking  young  Walter  and  Tra- 
tv  with  him,  and  make  a  suttablecompliment,  express- 


ing his  grateful  thanki  tobis  8overeigii|  and  meB$qp> 
ing  the  cause  why  he  had  not  been  enabled  to  profk  oy 
the  assistance  of  the  wise  and  learned  Doctor  Mastera. 

"  A  plague  o^  it,"  said  Blount,  as  he  desoended  the 
stairs,  "  had  he  sent  me  with  a  cartel  to  Leicester.  I 
think  I  should  have  done  h^  errand  indifferently  wen: 
But  to  go  to  our  mcious  Sovereign,  bdfore  whom  all 
words  must  be  lackered  over  either  with  gilding  or 
with  sugar,  is  such  a  confectionary  matter  as  dean 
baffles  my  poor  old  English  brain.—Come  with  m& 
Tracy,  and  come  you  too,  Master  Walter  WittypaC^ 
that  art  the  cause  of«our  having  all  this  ado.  Let  uf 
see  if  thy  neat  brain,  tha\  flamee-so  many  flashy  fire- 
works, can  help  out  a  plom  fellow  at  need  with  sonif 
of  thy  shrewd  devices.'*  ^ 

"  Never  fear,  never  fear,"  exclaimed  the  youth, 
"  it  is  I  will  help  you  through— let  me  but  fetcih  my 

-^*  Why,  thou  hast  it  on  thy  8houlden^"Baid  Blonu^ 
— "  the  lad  is  mazed.'* 

**  No,  no,  this  is  Tracy's  old  maatla"  answeiea 
Walter.  **  I  go  not  with  thee  to  courtunless  aa  agei^ 
tlcman  should." 

"  Why,**  said  Blount,  *'  thy  braveries  are  like  to  tar 
zle  the  eyes  of  none  but  some  poor  groom  or  porter.* 

**  I  know  that,**  said  the  youth ;  "out  I  an  resolvs4 
I  will  have  my  own  cloak,  ay,  and  brush  my  douhlei 
to  boot,  ere  I  stir  forth  whh  you.* 

**  Well,  well  said  Blount,  "  here  10  a  cofl  dboixf* 
a  doublet  and  a  cloak— get  thyself  ready,  a  €k>d*9 

Triey  were  soon  launched  Ofi  the  princely  bosom  qC 
the  broad  Thames,  upon  which  the  sun  now  ahoop 
forth  in  all  its  splendour. 

**Thare  are  two  things  scarce  matched  in  te 
uniTers&**  said  Walter  to  Blount  —  the  sun  in  hea* 
Ten,  and  the  Thames  on  the  earth.** 

**  The  one  will  light  us  to  Greenwich  well  enough/* 
said  Blount,  "  and  the  other  would  take  us  ^ers  a  ht- 
tle  faster  if  it  ,were  ebb  tide.** 

**  And  this  is  all  thou  think*st--«1i  thou  earest— at 
thou  deem* St  the  use  of  the  King  of  Elements,  and  the 
King  of  Rivers,  to  guide  three  such  poor  caitiffs,  as 
thyself;  and  me,  and  Tracy,  upon  an  idle  journey  q( 
courtly  ceremony  f* 

*^  It  is  no  errand  of  my  seeking,  faith,**  Rfpfied  Blount 
"  and  I  could  excuse  Both  the  sun  and  the  Thames 
the  trouble  of  carrying  me  where  I  have  no  great  mind 
to  go;  and  where  I  expect  but  dog's  wages ibr  mf 
troubJe— and  by  my  honour,"  he  added,  looking  out 
from  the  head  of  the  boat, "  it  seems  to  me  as  our  roeif- 
sage  were  a  sort  of  lahour  in  vain ;  for  see,  the  Queen's 
barge  lies  at  the  stairs,  as  if  her  Majesty  were  about 
to  take  water.'* 

It  was  even  sa  Hie  royal  barge,  manned  with 
the  Quean's  watermen,  richly  attired  in  the  regal  live- 
ries^ and  having  the  banner  of  Eneland  displayed^ 
did  mdeed  lie  at  the  ^reat  stairs  which  ascended  frox|i 
the  river  and  along  with  the  two  or  three  other  bo^ts  fcr 
transporting  such  part  of  her  retinue  as  were  not  in 
hnraediate  attendance  on  the  royal  person.  The 
yeoman  of  theguard,  the  tallest  and  most  handaonn 
men  whom  England  could  produce,  guarded  with 
their  halberds  the  passagq  from  the  palaoe-gate  to  ths 
river  side,  and  all  seemed  in  readiness  for  the  Queenrii 
commg  forth,  althoush  the  day  was  yet  so  early. 

By  mv  faith,  this  bodes  us  no  good,*'  said  Blount  • 
**  h  must  he  some  perilous  cause  puts  her  Grace  i|i 
motion  thus  untimeously.  By  niy  counsel,  we  weia 
best  put  back  again,  and  tdl  the  Earlwhat  we  hav^ 
seea?* 

'*  Tell  the  Eari  what  we  have  seen  F*  said  Walter  i 
'*  why,  what  have  we  seen  but  a  boat,  and  men  with 
seariet  jerkins,  and  halberds  in  their  hands?  Let  ns- 
do  his  errand,  and  tell  him  what  the  Queen  saye  in 

So  sayipg,  he  caused  the  boat  to  be  pulled  towards 
a  landing  pTa^  at  some  distance  fixim  the  piindpAi 
one,  which  it  would  not,  at  that  moment,  have  beeta 
thought  respectfhl  to  appitmch,  and  jumped  on  shores 
followed,  though  with  reluctance,  by  his  caudou^aim 
timid  compaAions.  As  they  approached  the  gate  of 
the  palace,  one  of  the  sergeant  porters  told  them  th«v 
could  not  fit  present  entgr,  as  her  Majesty  wae  in  ttta 
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act  of  coming  forth.  The  gentleman  uaed  the  name 
of  the  Earl  of  Sussex ;  but  it  >i>roved  no  charm  to 
•ubdue  the  officer,  who  alleged  in  reply,  that  it  was 
as  much  as  his  post  was  worth,  to  disobey^  in  the 
ioBSt  tittle  the  commands  which  he  had  received. 

**Nay,  I  told  you  as  much  before,"  said  'Blount; 
"do,  I  pray  you,  my  dear  Walter,  let  ub  take  boat 
and  return.^' 

*'Not  till  I  see  the  Queen  come  forth,"  returned 
the  youth,  composedly. 

*'Thou  art  mad,  staxk-  mad^  by  the  maasl"  an- 
awered  Blount. 

"And  thou,"  said  Walter*  **art  turned  coward  of 
(he  sudden.  I  have  seen  thee  face  half  a  score  of 
shas-headed  Irish  kernes  to  thy  own  share  of  them, 
andnow  thou  wonldst  blink  and  go  back  to  shun 
the  frown  of  a  fair  lady  I" 

At  this  moment  the  gates  opened,  and  ushers  be- 
gan to  issue  forth  in  array,  preceded  and  flanked  by 
the  band  of  Qentlemen  Pensioners.  After  this,  amid 
a  crowd  of  lords  and  ladies,  yet  so  disposed  around 
her  that  she  could  see  and  be  seen  on  all  sides,  came 
Blnabeth  heraeU  then  in  the  pHme  of  womanhood, 
and  in  the  full  glow  of  what  in  a  Sovereign  was 
called  b^nty,  and  who  would  in  the  lowest  rank  of 
life  have  oeen  truly  judged  a  noble  figure,  joined  to  a 
striking  and  commandmg  phvsiognomy.  She  leant 
on  the  arm  of  Lord  Hunsaon,  whose  relatk)n  to 
her  by  her  mother's  side  often  procured  him  such  dis- 
tii^uisned  marks  of  Elizabeth'^B  intimacy. 

The  young  cavalier  we  have  so  often  mentimied 
had  probebj^  never  yet  approached  so  near  the  per- 
son of  his  Sovereign,  and  lie  pressed  forward  as  far 
aa  the  line  of  warders  permitted,  in  order  Jo  avail 
himself  of  the  present  opportunity.  His  codqianion, 
on  the  contrary,  cursing  his  imprudence,  kept  i)uUing 
lUm  backwards,  till  Walter  shook  him  on  impatiently, 
and  letting  his  rich  cloak  drop  carelesslv  from  ofie 
shoulder ;  a  natural  action,  which  served,  however, 
to  display  to  the  best  advantage  his  well  propor- 
tioned person.  Unbonnetins  at  the  same  time,  he 
fixed  his  eager  gaze  on  the  Queen's  approach,  with 
a  mixture  of  respectful  curiosity,  and  modest  vet 
ardent  admiration,  which  suited  so  well  with  his  fine 
featufss.  that  the  warders,  struck  with  his  rich  attire 
and  noble  countenance,  suffered  hhn  to  approach  the 
ground  over  which  the  Queen  was  to  pass,  somewhat 
doaer  than  was  pennitted  to  ordinary  qaectators. 
Thus  the  adventurousYouth  stood  f^ill  in  EHizabetVs 

2e^— an  eye  never  indifferent  to  the  admiration  which 
e  deservedly  excited  among  her  subjects,  or  to  the 
fair  proportions  of  external  form  which  chanced  to 
distinguish  any  of  her  courtiers.  Accordingly,  she 
fixed  her  keen  glance  on  the  youth,  as  she  approached 
^  place  where  he  stood,  with  a  look  in  vghich  sur- 
prise at  his  boldness  seemed  to  be  unmingled  with 
|»sentment,  while  a  trifling  accident  happened  which 
attracted  her  attention  towards  him  yet  more  strozig- 
ly.  the  night  had  been  rainy,  and  just  where  the 
young  gentlemen  stood,  a  smaU- quantity  of  mud  m- 
teiTopted  the  Queen's  passage.  As  she  hesitated  to 
pass  on,  the  gallant,  throwing  his  cloak  from  1^ 
shoulden^  laid:  it  on  the  toby  epot,  so  as  to  ensure 
her  steppmg  over  it  dry-shoo.  Elizabeth  looked  at 
the  young  man,  who  accompanied  this  act  of  de- 
votea  courtesy  with  a  profound  reverence,  and  a 
blush  that  overspread  his  whole  countenance.  The 
Queen  was  confused,  and  blushed  in  her  turn,  nodded 
her  head,  hastily  passed  on,  and  embaiked  in  her 
barge  without  saying  a  word.  ' 
"  Come  along,  Sir  Coxcomb,"  said  Blount ;  "trour 

Py  cloak  will  need  the  brush  to-day,  I  wot.  Nay, 
you  had  meant  to  make  a  foot-cloth  of  your  man- 
tle, better  have  kept  TVacy's  old  drab-de-bure,  which 
descises  all  colours." 

"This  cloak,"  said  the  youth,  taking  it  up  and  fold- 
uig  it.  "shall  never  be  brushed  while  in  my  posses- 
sion." 

**  And  that  will  not  be  long,  if  you  learn  not  a  little 
more  economy—- we  shall  have  you  in  euerpo  soon, 
as  the  Spaniard  says." 

Ilieir  discourse  was  here  interrupted  by  one  of  the 
Dand  of  PeiisionerB. 

**!  was  sent/'  said  he,  after  looking  at  them  at- 


tentively, **  to  a  gentleman  who  hath  no  cloak,  or  a 
muddy  one.— You,  sir,  I  think,"  addressing  the  young- 
er cavalier,  "are  the  man ;  you  will  please  to  follow 
me^" 

"He  is  m  attendance  on  me."  said  Blount;  "on 
m&  the  noble  Earl  of  Sussex  s  master  of  hooe." 

"I  have  nothing  to  say  to  that,"  answered  the 
messenger ;  "  my  ordiirs  are  directly  firom  her  If  a- 
jesty,  and  concern  this  sentleman  only." 

So  saying,  he  walkea  away,  followed  by  Walto; 
leaving  the  others  behind,  Blount's  eyes  almost  start- 
ing fiom  his  head  with  the  .excess  of  h^  attonun- 
ment.  At  length  he  ^ve  vent  to  it  in  an  ezclanit- 
tion-^"  Who  the  good  jere  would  have  thought  thiif 
And  shaking  his  head  with  a  mysterious  aii^  he 
walked  to  his  own  boat,  embarked,  and  returned  to 
Deptford. 

The  young  cavalier  was,  in  tne  meanwhile,  guidbd 
to  the  water-side  by  the  Pensioner,  who  showed  iuD  I 
considerable  respect;  a  circumstance  which,  to  pe^ 
sons  in  his  situation,  may  be  considered  as  an  aagarf 
of  no  small  consequence.  He  ushered  him  into  cm 
of  the  wherries  which  lay  ready  to  attend  the  Queen'i 
barge,  which  was  already  proceeding  up  the  riw, 
with  the  advantage  of  that  flood-tide,  of  whic^ii 
the  course  of  their  descent,  Blount  had  complw 
to  his  associates. 

The  two  rowers  used  their  Oars  with  such  ezpe£- 
tion  at  the  signal  of  the  Gentleman  Pensioner,  ihn 
they  very  soon  brought  their  Uttle  skiff  under  the 
stem  of  the  Queen's  boat,  where  she  sate  beneath 
an  awning,  attended  by  two  or  three  ladiet^  and  the 
nobles  of^her  household.  She  looked  more  thin 
once  at  the  wherr)'  in  which  the  young  adTentuiv 
was  seated,  spoke  to  those  arouna  her,  and  aeenied 
to  laugh.  At  length  one  of  the  attendants,  by  ^ 
Queen^s  order  apparently,  made  a  sign  for  the  wher 
ry  to  come  alongside,  and  the  young  man  was  d^ 
sired  to  step  £rom  h)s  own  skiff  into  the  Queen'i 
barge,  which  he  performed  with  graceful  aj^i^V  <! 
the  fore  part  of  the  boat,  and  was  brought  au  to  iv 
(Queen's  presence,  the  wherry  at  the  same  time  dnp^ 
ping  into  the  rear.  The  youth  underwent  tho  p^ 
of  Hajesty,  not  the  less  f^cefully  that  his  self-g; 
session  was  mingled  with  ambarrassment  vt  ■ 
muddied  cloak  still  hung  upon  his  arm,  and  broA 
the  natural  topic  with  which  the  Queen  inttodoon  , 
the  conversatioiL  i 

'*you  have  this  day"  spoiled  a  gay  mantle  ««f 
behalt  young  man.  We  thank  you  lor  your  rtwe. 
though  the  manner  of  oOeiing  it  was  unusual,  iw 
something  bold."  .  „. 

"In  a  sovereign's  need,"  aiiswered  the  youth,  » 
is  each  liege-man's  duty  to  be  bold."  ^  „  _y 

"God's pity  1  that  was  well  said,  my  lord/ {» 
the  Queen,  turning  to  a  grave  person  who  sate  or  Mj. 
and  answered  with  a  grave  inclination  of  the  bm 
and  somethmg  of  a  mumbled  assent.  "  Well,  Touij^ 
man,  your  gallantry  shall  not  go  unrewarded,  m 
to  the  wardifobe  keeper,  and  he  shall  have  orderi  w 
supply  the  suit  which  you  have  cast  away  in  ouf^ 
vice.  Thou  shah  have  a  suit,  and  that  of  the  neve* 
cut,  I  promise  thee,  on  the  word  of  a  princeea  ^^ 

•'May  it  please  your  Grace,"  said  Walter,  beaw 
tmg,  "  It  is  not  for  so  humble  a  servant  pf  >'our  Ja* 
Jesty  to  measure  out  your  bounties ;  but  if  U  becaipi 
•me  to  choose"  .* 

"  Thou  wouldst  have  gold,  I  warrant  me,"  saw 
Queen,  interrupting  him;  "fie,  young  man!  1 
shame  to  say,  that,  in  our  capital,  suoi  and  so 
ous  are  the  means  of  thriftless  folly,  tbat^togt^e 
to  yoiith  is  giving  totX  to  fire,  and  furnishing  ti 
with  the  means  of  self-destruction.   If  I  hve 
reign,  these  means  of  unchristian  c^c^jij  < 
abridged.    Yet  thou  mayst  be  noor,"  she  added, 
thy  parents  may  be— It  shall  oe  gold,  if  tnoji 
but  thou  shah  answer  to  me  for  the  tss  on  t. 

Walter  waited  patiently  until  the  Queen  had 
and  then  modestlv  assured  her,  that  gold  y^ 
less  in  his  wish  than  the  raiment  her  maj^v 
before  offered. 


How.  boy!"  said  the  Queen,     iiw»m- "-* , 
irment7    What  is  it  thou  wouldst  bavs  «  ' 
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. '  Only  permissioii,  madam— if  it  la  not  askiiw  too 
high  an  hoaouTT-permission  to  wear  the  cloak  woich 
did  you  this  trifling  service/' 

"  Permission  to  wear  thine  own  doak,  thou  silly 
bov!"  said  the  Queen. 

"  It  is  no  longer  mine,"  said  Walter ;  "  when  your 
Hajest/s  foot  touched  it,  it  becaxne  a  fit  mantle  for 
a  prince,  but  far  too  rich  a  one  for  its  former  owner." 
The  Q,ueen  again  blushed;  and  endeavoured  to 
cover;  by  laughing,  a  slight  degree  of  not  unpieasing 
suronse  and  contusion. 

Heard  you  every  tlie  like,  my  loids  1  The  youth*s 
head.is  turned  with  reading  romances—I  must  koow 
something  of  him,  that  I  may  send  him  saTe  to  his 
friends.— What  art  thou  T 

'*A  gentleman  of  the  househohl  of  the  Earl  of 
Sussex,  so  please  your  Grace,  sent  hither  with  his 
master  of  horse,  upon  a  message  to  ypur  Majesty." 

In  a  moment  the  gracious  expression  which  Eli- 
zabeth's face  had  hitherto  maintained,  gave  way  to 
an  expression  of  haughtiness  and  severity. 

"My  Lord  of  Sussex,"  she  said,  "  has  taught  us 
how  to  regard  his  messages,  by  the  value  he  places 
upon  c^irs.  We  sent  but  tn^  morning  the  physician 
,  in  ordmary  of  our  chamber,  and  that  at  no  usual 
time,  understanding  his  lordship's  illness  to  be  mote 
dangerous  than  we  had  before  apprehended.  There 
is  at  no  court  in  Europe  a  man  more  skilled  in  thif 
hohr  and  most  useful  science  than  Doctor  Masters, 
ana  he  came  from  Us  to  our  subject  Nevertheless, 
he  found  the  gate  of  Say's  Court  defended  by  men 
with  culverins,  as  if  it  had  been  on  the  Borders  of 
Scotland,  notm  the  vicinity  of  our  court;  and  when 
be  demanded  admittance  in  our  name,  it  was  stub- 
bornly refused.  For  this  slight  of  a  kindness,  which 
bad  but  too  much  of  condescension  in  it.  we  will  re- 
oeirev  at  present  at  least,  no  excuse ;  and  some  such 
ane  suppose  to  have  been  the  purport  of  my  Lord  of 
SaasejLB  message." 

This  was  uttered  in  a  tone,  and  with  a  gesture, 
which  made  Lord  Sussex's  friends  who  were  withm 
bearing  tremble.  He  to  whom  the  speech  was  Ad- 
dressed, however,  trembled  not ;  but  with  great  defe- 
rence and  humility,  as  soon  as  the  Ctueeivs  passion 
gave  him  an  opportunity,  he  replied :— "  So  please 
your  most  gracious  Majesty,  I  was  charged  with  no 
apology  from  the  Earl  of  Sussex."  • 

"With  what  were  you  then  charged,  sirl"  said 
the  Queen,  with  the  impetuosity  which,  amid  nobler 
qualities,  8trong:iy  marked  her  character {  ''was  it 
with  ai  justification  'h-or,  God's  death  I  with  a  defi- 
ance?* 

"Madam,''  said  the  young  man,  "my  Loid  of 
Sussex  knew  the  offence  approached  towards  trea- 
son, and  couU  thmk  of  nothing  save  of  securing  the 
Qiiender,  and  placing  him  in  your  Majesty's  hands, 
and  at  your  mercy.  The  noble  Earl  wast  last  asleep 
when  your,  most  gracious  mestftige  reached  jaxm,  a 
potion  haying  been  administered  to  that  purpose  by 
his  physician:  and  his  Lordship  knew  not  of  the  un- 

gacious  repulse  your  Majesty's  royal  and  most  com- 
rtable  message  had  received,  until  after  he  awoke 
Jus  morning.''^ 

"  And  which  of  his  domestics,  then,  in  the  name  of 
Heaverii  presumed  to  reject  my  message,-  without 
even  admitting  my  own  physician  to  the  presenqe  of 
him  whom  i  sent  him  to  attend  V*  said  the  Ctueen, 
much  surprised. 

"The  ofiender,  madam,  is  before  you,^'  ro>Iied 
Walter,  bowing  verv  low ;  "  the  full  and  sole  blame 
is  mine;  and  my  lord  has  most  justly  sent  me  to 
abye  the  consequences  of  a  fault,  of  which  he  is  as 
mnoc^nt  as  a  sleeping  man's  dreams  can  be  of  a 
waking  man's  actions." 

"  What !  was  it  thou  ?— thou  thyscif,  that  repelled 
ray  messenger  and  m  v  physician  from  Say's  Court  ?" 
nid  the  Queen.  "What  could  ocdasion  such  bold- 
aess  in  one  who  seems  devoted— that  is,  whose  exte- 
lior  bearing  shows  devotion— to  his  Sovereign  V 

Madam,"  said  the  youth,— who,  notwithstanding 
aa  assumed  appearance  of  severity,  thought  that  he 
•aw  something  in  tlie  Queen's  face  that  resembled 
iiot  implacability,—"  we  say  in  our  country,  that  the 
plivncian  is  for  the  tme  the!  hege  sovereign  of  his  | 


patient  Now.  my  noble  master  was  then  under 
dominion  of  a  leech,  by  whose  advice  he  hath  greatly 
profited,  who  had  issued  his  commands,  that  ms  pa- 
tient should  not  that  night  be  disturbed,  on  the  very 
peril  of  his  life." 

"Thy  master  hath  trusted  some  fidae  varlel  of  an 
empiric,"  said  the  Queen. 

I  know  not,  madam,  but  by  the  fact,  that  he  m 
now— this  very  morning— awakened  much  refreshed 
and  strengthened,  from  the  only  sleep  he  hath  had 
for  many  hours." 

The  noblea  looked  at  each  other,  but  more  with  the 
purpose  to  see  what  each  thought  of  this  news,  than 
to  exchange  any  remarks  on  what  had  happened. 
Tlie  Queen  answered  hastily,  and  without  ainectinc 
to  disguise  hek*  satisfaction,  ''By  my  word,  I  am  glad 
he  is  better.  But  thou  wert  over  bold  to  deny  the  n/> 
cess  of  my  Doctor  Masters.  Know'st  thou  not  th# 
Holy  .Writ  saith,  'in  the  multitude  of  counsel  there 
is  safety  r" 

"Ay.  madam,"  said  Walter,  "but  I  have  heard 
learned  men  say,  that  the  safety  spoken  of  is  for  th# 
physicians,  not  for  the  patienu"^ 

^  By  mv  faith,  cHlU)^  thou  hast  pushed  me  honi|^'* 
said  the  Queen,  laughmg;  "for  my  Hebrew  learning  • 
does  not  come  ouite  at  a  rail.— How  sa)r  you,  my 
Lord  of  Lincoln  7    Hath  the  lad  given  a  just  inter* 
pretationofthetextT' 

"The  word  aa/eiVt  most  gracious  madam,**  aaid 
the  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  "for  so  hath  been  translated, 
it  may  be  somewhat  hastily,  the  Hebrew  word,  be^ 

^My  lord,"  said  the  Queen,  interrapting  him,  **  ws 
said  we  4iad  forgotten  our  Hebrew.— But  for  tbee^ 
young  man,  what  is  thy  name  and  birth  T' 
'  "Raleigh  is  my  name,  most  gracious  Queoi,  tha 
youngest  son  of  a  large  but  honourable  ftmily  of  De- 
vonshire." 

"Raleigh?"  said  Elizabeth,  after  a  moment's  re* 
collection ;  "  have  we  not  heard  of  your  service  in 
Ireland?" 

"I  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  do  some  servics 
there,  madam,"  replied  Raleigh,  "scarce,  however, 
of  consequence  sufficient  to  reach  your   Grace's 

"  They  hear  farther  than  you  think  of;"  said  the 
Queen,  graciously,  "  and  have  heard  of  a  youth  who* 
defended  a  ford  in  Shannon  against  a  whole  band  of 
wild  Irish  rebels^  until  the  stream  ran  purple  with 
their  blood  and  his  own." 

"  Some  blood  I  may  have  lost,"  said  the,  yoath, 
looking  down,  "  but  it  was  where  my  best  is  due ; 
and  that  is  in  your  Majesty's  service." 

The  Queen  paused,  and  then  said  hastily,  '^You 
are  very  young,  to  have  foi^ht  so  well,  and  to  speak 
so  well.  But  you  must  not  escape  your  penance  for 
turning  back  Masters— the  poor  man  hath  caught 
cold  on  the  river :  for  our  order  rieached  him  when  ne 
was  just  returned  from  certain  visits  in  London,  and 
he  held  it  matter  of  loyalty  and  conscience  instantr 
ly  to  set  forth  again.  So  hark  ye.  Master  Raleigh, 
see  thou  fail  not  to  wear  thy  muddy  cloak,  in  token 
of  penitence,  t'dlour  j>IeasUre  be  farther  known.  And 
here,"  she  added,  giving  him  a  jewel  of  gold,  in  the 
form  of  a  chess-man,  "1  give  thee  this  to  wear  at  the 
collar."  ,    .      .. 

Raidgh.  to  whom  nature  had  taught  mtuitively,  as 
it  were,  those  courtly  arts  which  many  scarce  ao- 

?|uire  from  long  experience,  knelt,  and,  as  he  took 
rom  her  hana  the  jewel,  kissed  the  fingers  which 
gave  it.  He  knew,  perhaps,  better  than  almost  any 
of  the  courtiers  who  surrounded  her,  how  to  mingle 
the  devotion  claimed  by  the  Queen,  with  the  gallant- 
ry due  to  her  personal  beauty— and  in  this,  nis  first 
attempt  to  unite  them,  he  succeeded  so  well,  as  at 
once  to  gratify  Elizabeth's  personal  vanity,  and  her 
love  of  power.* 

">  Tb«  nllvit  incidentorthe  cloak  {fth*  traditioiMl  aooomt  of 
ihia  colobrated  stateaman'R  riM  tt  courL  None  of  £iisabeth*i 
courtiers  knew  better  Uian  he  how  to  make  hi*  court  to  h«r  mur< 
aonal  vanity,  or  could  mow  juntly  estimate  tlie  QuanUty  of  ll^t* 
ierT'M'hich  ilie  could  conde<ieend  toiwallow.  Beinr  eonflned 
in  the  Tower,  for  aome  oflTeneo,  and  underiitandiaf  the  Q.ueea 
was  about  to  paaa'to  Greenwich  in  her  barge,  be  iusiated  on  «iv 

yroacluug  the  window,  that  lie  mifht  aee,  at  whatever  d' 
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'  VBb  nift8ter,  the  Eftri  of  Sussex,  had  the  ftdl  ad- 
iranta^e  of  the  satisfaction  which  Raleigh  had  afford- 
ed Ehzabeth,  on  their  first  interview. 

"Mv  lords  and  ladies,"  said  the  Qneen»  looking 
uxiuna  to  the  retinue  b/  whom  she  was  attendecT 
'''inAhinks,  since  we  are  tqx)n  the  Kver,  it  were  well 
to  renounce  our  present  purpose  of  going  to  the  city, 
gnd  snrprise  this  poor  Earl  of  Sussex  with  a  visit. 
'!He  is  ill,  and  sufTenng  doubtless  under  the  fear  of  our 
diSDleasure,  from  which  he  hath  been  honestly  clear- 
ed Dv  the  frank  avowal  of  this  malapert  boy.  What 
think  ye  1  were  it  not  an  act  of  chariiv  to  give  him 
wuch  consolation  as  the  thanks  of  a  Queen,  much 
Iwnmd  to  him  for  his  loyal  servicoi  may  perchance 
best  minister?" 

It  may  be  rea£Iy  supposed,  that  none  to  whom 
1^  speech  was  addressed,  ventured  to  oppose  its 

•*Your  Grace,"  said  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  "is  the 
hreath  of  our  nostrils."  The  men  of  war  averred, 
Vhst  the  £ice  of  the  Sovereign  was  a  whetstone  to 
m  soldier's  sword ;  while  the  men  of  state  were  not 
Jess  of  opinion,  tha^  the  light  of.  the  Queen's  coun- 
tenance was  a  lamp  to  the  paths.of  her  councillors; 
tnd  the  ladies  agreed,  with  one  roice,  that  no  nohle 
)n  England  so  well  deserved  the  regard  of  England's 
Ro^I  Mistress  as  the  Earl  of  Sussex— the  Earl  of 
Leicester's  right  being  reserved  entire;  so  some  oi 
the  more  politic  wordoi  their  assent— an  exception  to 
which  Enzabeth  paid  no  apparent  attention.  The 
batve  had,  therefore,  orders  to  deposit  its  royal  freight 
at  Deptford,  at  the  nearest  and  most  convenient 
point  of  communication  with  Say's  Coiirt,  in  order 
.  that  the  Qaeen  might  satisfy  her  royal  and  maternal 
solicitude,  by  making  personal  inquiries  after  the 
liealth  of  the  Earl  of  Sussex. 

Raleigh,  whose  acute  spirit  foresaw  and  anticipated 
miportant  consequences  from  the  most  trifling  events, 
hastened  to  ask  the  Queen's  permission  to  go  in  the 
flkifT,  and  announce  the  royal  visit  to  his  master ;  in- 
geiuously  suggesting^  that  the  joyful  surprise  might 
prove  prejudicial  to  his  health,  since  the  richest  and 
most  generous  cordials  may  sometimes  be  fatal  to 
those  who  have' been  long  in  a  languishing  state. 

But  whether  the  Queen  deemed;  it  too  presump- 
.  loous  in  so  young  a  courtier  to  inten>ose  his  opinion 
unasked  or  whetner  she  was  moved  bv  a  recurrence 
Vf  the  feeling  of  jealousy,  which  had  "been  instilled 
into  her,  by  reports  that  the  Earl  kept  armed  men 
about  his  person,  she  desired  Raleigh,  sharply,  to  re- 
serve his  counsel  till  it  was  required  of  hini,  and  re- 
peated her  former  orders,  to  be  landed  at  Deptford, 
adding,  **  we  will  ourselves  sec  what  sort  of  houshold 
Siv  Lord  of  Sussex  keeps  about  him." 

^*Now  the  Lord  have  pity  on  us !"  said  the  young 
courtier  to  himself.  "Good  hearts,  the  Rarl  hath 
many  a  one  round  him :  but  good  heads  are  scarce 
with  us— and  he  himself  is  too  ill  to  give  dircotio-^ 
And  Blount  will  be  at  hia  morning  meal  of  Varniouth 
herrings  and  ale;  and  Tracy,  will  hav^  bis  beastly 
black  puddings  and  Rhenish  ;— those  thorough -paced. 
Welshmen,  TliomBs  ap  Rice  and  Evan  Evans,  will 
be  at  work  on  their  leek  porridge  and  toasted  cheese 
— and  she  detests,  they  say,  all  coarse  meats,  evil 
femells,  and  strong  wines.  Could  ihcy  but  think  of 
burning  some  rosemary  in  the  gceat  hall !  but  roi^e 
la  ealere^  all  must  now  be  trusted  to  chance.  Luck 
hath  done  indifferent  well  for  me  this  morhing,  for 
1  trust  I  have  spoiled  a  cloak,  and  made  a  court 
fortune— May  she  do  as  much  for  my  gallant  pa- 
iron !" 

The  royal  barge  soon  stopped  at  Deptford,  and, 

the  Qwten  of  hii  Aflferttont,  the  fnoatbmvtinil  object  whieh  tfie 
math  bore  on  iu  lurihoe.  The  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  (hia 
4»ira  pnrticttlar  friend,)  ihrew  himeelf  between  Iiir  prinoner  and 
the  window  ;  while  Sir  Walter,  apparently  influenced  hy  a  fit 
of  anrastrainable  pasnion.  «wore  he  would  not  he  debarred  from 
aeeinv  his  Irfrht.  hi«  life,  hii  iraddean  I  A  scuflle  onsupd,  ^ot  up 
for  efltet'a  atke,  <n  wh<«h  the  Xieutenant  and  his  captive  ftnp- 

Sand  Btnirfted  with  fary— tore  each  other*!  hair.-ond  at 
h  Urew  daiTfen,  and  were  only  «eparated  by  Ibreo.  The 
n  boinf  {i»rorn)«d  of  thic  aceno  exhibited  by  her  frantic 
adomr.  ii  wrourht  jia  wa«  to  be  expected,  mueh  in  flivnuroTtlic 
SBpUva  Paiadir..  Tliere  is  little  doubt  ;»at  hi*  qaarrol  with 
Oio  Lioutmiantwaaenurelycoatrived  for  the  pvrpow  ^^Mix  it 


amid  the  loud  shouts  of  the  poptdace,  which  her  p«- 
sence  never  failed  to  exdte.  tne  Queen,  with  a  canopy 
borne  over  her  head,  walkedj  acoonipanied  by  her 
retinue,  towards  Say's  Court,  where  tne  distant  ac- 
clamations  of  the  people  gave  the  first  notice  of  her 
arrivri.  Sussex,  who  was  m  the  act  of  advising  with 
Tressilian  how  he  should  make  up  the  supposed 
breach  in  the  queen's  favour,  was  innnitely  surprised 
at  learning. her  immediate  approach— not  that  the 
Queen's  custom  of  visiting  Her  more  distinguished 
nobility,  whether  in  health  or  sickness,  could  be  un- 
known to  him;  but  the  suddenness  of  the  communi' 
canon  IHt  no  time  for  those  preparations  with  which 
he  welt  knew  Efizabeth  lov^  to  be  greeted,  and  tha 
rudeness  and  confusion  of  his  mtlitary  household, 
much  increased  by  his  late  illness,'  rendered  him  alto- 
gether unprepared  for  her  reception. 

Cursing  internally  the  chance  which  thus  brought 
her  graaous  visitation  on  him  unaware,  he  hastened 
down  with  Tressilian,  to  whose  eventful  and  inter- 
esting story  he  had  just  given  an  atientrve  ear. 

"Myr  worthy  friend"  he  said,  "such  support  as« 
can  give  your  accusation  ofVamey,  you  have  a  right 
to  expect,  alike  from  justice  and  gratitude.  Chance 
will  presently  show  whether  I  can  do  aught  with  * 
our  Sovereign,  or  whether,  in  very  deed,  my  meddling 
in  your  affatr  may  not  rather  prejudice  than  serve 
you," 

Thus  spoke  Sussex,  while  hastily  casting  aroond 
him  a  loose  robe  of  sables,  and  adjusting  his  person 
in  the  boBt  manner  he  could  to  me^t  the  eye  of  his 
Sovereign.  But  no  hurried  attention  bestowed  on 
his  apparel  could  remove  the  ghastlyiefiects  of  long 
illness  on  a  countenance  which  nature  had  marked 
¥«th  features  rather  strong  than  pleasing.  Besidea, 
he  was  low  of  stature,  and,  though  broadrshouldered, 
athletic,  and  fit  for  martial  achievements,  his  pre- 
sence in  a  peaceful  halt  was  not  such  as  ladies  love  . 
to  look  upon ;  a  personal  disadvantage,  which  was  ' 
supposed  to  give  Sussex,  thoudi  esteemed  and  ho- 
noured by  his  SovereiCT,  considerable  disadvantage 
when  compared  with  Leiceiter,  wno  was  alike  re- 
markable for  eleganee  of  manners,  and  for  beauty  if 
person. 

The  Earl's  utmost  despatch  only  enabled  him  ts 
meet  the  Queen  as  she  entered  the  great  hall,  am!  bt 
at  clhce  perceived  there  was  a  cloud  on  her  brow.  Her 
jealous  eye  had  noticed  the  martial  array  of  armodgen- 
tlemen  and  retainers  withnvhich  the  mansion  house 
was  filled,  and  her  first  words  expressed  her  disappro- 
bation—"  is  this  a  royal  garrison,  my  Lord  of  Sussex, 
that  it  holds  so  many  pikes  and)  calivers?  or  have  we 
by  accident  overshot  Say's  Court,  and  landed  at  our 
Tower  of  London  ?" 

Lord  Sussex  hastened  to  offer  Pome  apology. 

**lt  needs  not,"  she  said.  "My  lora,  we  intend 
speedily  to  take  up  a  certhin  quarrel  between  your 
lordship  and  another  great  lord  of  duf  household,  and 
at  (he  same  time  to  reprehend  this  uncivilized  and 
dangerous  practice  of  surrounding  yourselves  with 
armed,  and  even  with  ruffianly  followers,  as  if,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  our  capital,  nay,  in  the  very  verge 
of  our  royal  residence,  you  were  preparing  to  wage 
civil  war  with  each  other.  We  are  glad  to  see  you  so 
well  recovered,  my  loid,  though  without  the  as^aist- 
anceof  the  learned  physician  whom  we  sent  to  voir— 
Urge*ho  excuse— we  know  how  that  mhtter  fell  out, 
and  we  have  corrected  for  it  the  wild  slip,  voMng  Ra- 
leigh. By  the  wny,  my  lord,  we  will  speedily  relieve 
your  household  of  him  and  lake  him  into  our  own. 
Something  there  is  about  him  whirh  merits  to  be  bet- 
ter nurturerl  than  he  is  like  to  be  amongst  your  very 
military  followers."  • 

To  this  proposal  Sussex,  though  scarceunderstand- 
ing  how  tne  Qsieen  came  to  make  it,  could  only  bow 
and  express  his  furqiiiescence.  He  then  entreatixl  her 
to  remain  till  refreshment  could  he  offered,  but  in  this 
he  could  not  prevail.  And  after  a  few  compliments ol 
a  much  colder  and  more  commonplace  character  than 
might  have  lieen  expected  from  a  step  ao  decided! v  fa- 
vourable as  a  personal  visit,  the  Queen  took  her  leave  ' 
of  Say's  Court,  having  brought  confusion,  f hither 
along  with  her,  and  leaving  doubt  and  apprchensioa 
behind.  . 
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ThencanthemtooiirpraniMe.    F■c0to(ko^ 
And  frowoiDi  bruw  to  brow,  oonelvm  wttl  hmu 
The  aoeuMf  and  aooand  (\rad7  speak  :— 
Higli<stoinacli'd  ara  the/  both  and  Aill  of  ira. 
In  ng«  deaf  ta  Um  Mt,  bMt7  w  flf«.-illeA«i/v  X£ 

**  I  AM  ordered  to  atteod  court  to-morrow,'*  Baid 
Leicester,  speslunff  to  Vamey,  "  to  meet,  ae  they 
■urraise,  my  Lonl  of  Sueaez.  The  Queea  ioteada  to 
take  up  mattera  betwixt  ua.  Thia  cornea  of  her  viait 
to  Sar  8  Court,  of  whioli  you  muat  needa  apeak  ao 


**I  man 


_  maintain  it  waa  npthing,'*  aaid  Vamey ;  nay, 
I  know  from  a  aure  intelligencer,  who  waa  within 
ear-ahot  of  much  that  waa  aaid^  that  Suaaex  hae  loat 
rather  than  gained  by  that  vist.  The  Queen  said, 
whan  ahe  atepped  into  the  boat,  that  Say'a  Court 
looked  like  a  guard'houae,  and  amelt  like  an  hoflpital. 
'  Like  a  cook'a  ahop  in  Ram^a  Alley,  rather.'  aaid  the 
Coun  teaa  of  Rutland,  who  ia  ever  your  lordahip'a  good 
fiiond.  And  then  my  Lord  of  Lincoln  muat  needa 
put  in  hia  holy  oar.  and  aay,  that  my  Lord  of  Suaaex 
mint  be  excuaed^tor  hii  lude  and  old-world  houae- 
kaapinfe  aince  he  had  aa  yet  no  wife." 

"And  what  aaid  the  Queen  1"  aaked  Leiceater, 
hastily. 

"  She  took  him  op  loundly."  aaid  Vamey,  **  and 
asked  what  my  Lord  Suaaex  had  to  do  with  a  wife^ 
or  my  Lord  BialK>p  to  speak  on  auch  a  aubjeet.  '  Ijf 
mama^  is  pernwtted,'  ahe  aaid,  *I  nowhere  read  that 
|tiaei\joinea.'" 

'*8be  likoa  not  marrugee,  or  speech  of  mamaga, 
vnoQg  churchmen,"  aaid  Leiceater. 

"Nor  among  courtiers  neither,"  eaid  Vamey;  but, 
obaiffviag  that  Letceater  changed  countenance,  he  in- 
•taaii^  adtied,  "  that  all  the  ladiee  who  were  present 
had  joned  in  ridiculing  Lord  Suasex's  houaekeeping, 
and  in  contrasting  it  with  the  reception  her  Grace 
voald  have  aaauredly  received  at  my  Lord  of  Lei- 
wter's." 

"  Vou  have  gathered  much  tidings,"  said  Leicester, 
''but  you  have  forgotten  or  oroitt^  the  most  imporr 
Cant  of  a[\.  She  hath  added  another^  to  those  dang- 
ling satelUtea,  whom  it  ia  her  pleaaure  to  keep  revolv- 
lOK  around  her." 
^  Your  Lordslup  meanoth  that  Ralogh,  the  Devon- 
shire youtk"  said  Vamey, "  the  Knight  of  the  Cloak, 
as  they  call  him  at  court  7" 

'*  He  may  be  Knight  of  the  Garter  i>ne  day,  for 
ought  I  know,"  aaid  Leiceater,  "for  he  advancea 
rapidly— She  hath  cap'd  verses  with  him,  and  such 
fijolenea.  I  would  gladly  abandon,  of  my  own  free 
wUL  the  part  I  have  m  her  fickle  favour ;  but  I  will 
not  be  elbowed  out  of  it  by  the  clown  Sussex,  or  this 
new  upstart  I  hear  Tressilian  is  with  Sussex  alao, 
and  hi«hin  his  fiivour— I  would  spare  him  for  conside- 
rations, but  he  will  thrust  himaeli  on  his  late— Sussex, 
tea  is  almoat  aa  well  as  ever  in  hia  health." 

'^My  lord,"  replied  Varnef,  "  there  wiQ  be  rubs  in 
the  amoothest  road,  specially  when  it  leada  up  hill. 
Sussex's  illness  waa  to  us  a  god-send,  from  which  1 
hoped  much.  He  baa  recovered,  indeed,  but  he  is  not 
now  more  formidable  than  ere  he  feU-ill^  when  he  re- 
ceived mote  than  one  foil  in  wrestling  with  your  lord- 
ship. Let  not  your  heart  fail  you,  my  ford,  and  all 
shaU  be  weU." 
"  My  heart  never  failed  me,  sir,"  replied  Leicester. 
"  No,  my  fold,"  said  Vamey  j  "  but  it  has  be- 
trayed you  right  often.  He  that  would  climb  a  tree, 
ay  lord,  must  graap  by  the  branches,  not  by  the  blos- 
som." 

"  Well,  well,  well !"  said  Leicester,  impatiently ;  "  I 
imderstand  thy  meaning— My  heart  shall  neither  fail 
AS  nor  seduee  me.  Have  my  retinue  in  order— see 
that  their  array  be  ao  q}lendid  as  to  put  down  not  only 
the  rude  companions  of  Ratcliflfe,  but  the  retainers  of 
every  other  nobleman  and  courtier.  Let  them  be  well 
tnned  withal,  but  without  any  outward  display  of  their 
weapons,  wearing  them  aa  ir  more  for  fashion's  sake 
Ukia  for  use.  Do  thou  thyaelf  keep  dose  to  me^  I  may 

I  tttve  business  for  you." 

The  preparationa  of  Sussex  and  his  party  were  not 
•SS8  anxious  than  those  of  Leicester. 
**lliy  Sivplicatfooi  impeafihing  Vamey  of  aedoc- 
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the  Queen's  hand— I  haveaent  it  through  a  sure  chan 
nel.  Methinks  ypiir  suit  should  succeed,  being,  aa  it 
'is,  founded  in  jusdoe  and  honour,  and  Elizabeth  being 
the  very  muster  of  both.  But,  I  wot  not  how^th* 
gipsy"  (so  Sussex  waa  wont  to  call  his  rival  on  ac- 
count of  his  daric  complexion)  *'hath  much  to 
say  with  her  in  theae  hoUday  tiraea  of  peace— Were 
war  at  the  gates,  I  should  be  one  of  her  white  boys ; 
but  soldiers,  like  their  bucklers  and  Bilboa  blades,  get 
out  of  fashion  in  peace  time,  and  aatin  sleeves  and 
walkii^  rapiera  bear  the  bdl.  WeU,  we  muat  be  gay, 
since  such  is  the  fashion.— Blount,  hast  thou  seen  our 
household  put  into  their  new  braveries  1— But  thou 
know'st  aa  little  of  these  toys  aa  I  do— thou  wouldat 
he  ready  enow  at  disposing  a  atand  of  pikea." 

"My  good  ford,"  anawered  Blount,  ^Raleigh  hath 
been  here,  and  taken  that  charge  upon  him— Yoni 
train  will  glitter  Uke  a  May  morning.— Marry,  ths 
cost  ia  another  question.  One  might  keep  an  nos« 
nital  of  ^  old  sokbera  at  the  charge  of  ten  modem 

"  We  must  not  count  cost  to-day,  Nicholas,"  said 
the  Earl  in  reply ;  "  I  am  beholden  to  Raleigh  for  his 
care— I  truat,  though,  he  has  remembered  that  I  am 
an  old  aoldier.  and  would  have  no  more  of  these  fol- 
Ues  iban  needs  must." 

"Nay,  I  understand  nought  about  it,"  aaid  Bloimti 
"  but  here  are  your  honourable  lordship's  brave  kins- 
men and  friends  coming  m  by  scores  to  wattuoon  yoa 
to  court,  where,  methinks,  we  shall  bear  as  brave  a 
front  as  Leicester,  let  him  ruffle  it  as  he  will." 

''Give  them  the  strictest  chargea,"  aaid  Suaaex. 
"that  they  suffer  no  provocatbn  short  of  actual  vfo- 
lence  to  provoke  them  into  quarrel— they  have  hoc 
bloods,  and  I  would  not  give  Leicester  the  advantsgs 
over  me  by  any  impmdence  of  theirs." 

The  Earl  ot  Sussex  ran  so  hastily  through  theae 
directions,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  Tressilian  at 
length  found  opportunity  to  express  his  surprise  that 
be  should  have  proceeded  ao  f ar  in  the  aitair  of  Sir 
Hugh  Robsart  as  to  lay  his  petition  at  once  before 
the  Queen— ".It  was  the  opinion  of  the  young  lady's 
friends,"  he  said,  "  that  Leicester's  sense  of  jusuce 
should  be  first  appealed  to,  aa  the  offence  had  been 
committed  by  hia  officer,  and  so  he  had  expressly  told 
to  Sussex." 

"This  could  have  been  done  vrithout  applying  to 
me,"  aaid  Sussex,  somewhat  haughtily.  "  /  at  least, 
ought  not  to  have  been  a  counaeilor  when  the  object 
waa  a  humiliating  reference  to  Leicester;  and  I  am 
surprisfti  that  vou,  Tressilian,  a  man  of  honour,  and 
ipy  friend,  would  assume  such  a  mean  course.  If  you 
sAid  so,  I  certainly  understood  you  not  in  a  matter 
wUch  sounded  so  unlike  yourself." 

"My  lord,"  said  Tressilian.  "the  course  I  would 
prefer,  for  my  own  sake,  is  that  you  have  adopted  t 
out  the  friends  of  this  most  unhappy  lady" 

"  O,  the  friends— the  friends,"  said  Sussex,  inter- 
rupting him ;  "  they  must  let  us  manage  this,  cause 
in  the  way  which  seems  best.  This  is  the  time  and 
the  hour  to  accumulate  every  charge  against  Leices- 
ter and  his  household,  and  yours  the  Queen  will  hold 
a  heavy  one.  But  at  all  events  ahe  hath  the  com- 
plaint before  her."  .    •. 

Tressilian  could  not  help  snspecting  that,  m,  his 
eagerness  to  strengthen  himself  against  hu  rival, 
Sussex  had  puiposeTy  adopted  the  course  most  likely 
to  throw  odium  on  Leicester,  without  considering 
minutelv  whether  it  were  the  mode  of  proceeding 
most  likely  to  be  attended  with  success.  Biu  the 
step  was  irrevocable,  and  Sussex  escaped  from  far- 
ther discussing  it  by  dismissing  his  company,  with 
the  command,  "  Let  all  be  in  order  at  eleven  o'clock ; 
I  must  be  at  court  and  in  the  presence  by  high  noon 
precisely." 

While  the  rival  statesmen  were  thus  anxioualy  pre- 
paring for  their  approaching  meeting  in  the  Queen's 
presence,  even  Elizabeth  herself  was  not  without  ap. 
prehension  of  what  might  chance  from  the  collision 
of  two  such  fiery  spiritsL  each  backed  by  a  strong  and 
numeroua  body  of  followers,  and  dividing  betwixt 
them,  either  openly  or  in  secret,  the  hopes  and  wishes 
of  moat  of  her  court.    The  baiad  of  Gentlemen  Pen« 
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■Diwra  were  all  under  arms,  and  a  reinforcement  of 
the  yeoman  of  the  guard  wae  brought  down  the 
Thames  from  London.  A  royal  proclamation  was 
sent  forth,  strictiy  prohibiting  nobles  of  whatever' 
degree,  to  approach  the  Palace  with  retainers  or  fol- 
lowers, armed  with  shot,  or  with  long  weapons ;  and 
it  was  even  whispered,  that  the  High  Shenif  of  Kent 
had  secret  instructionB  to  have  a  part,  of  the  airay  of 
thecounty  ready  on  the  shortest  notice. 

The  eventful  hour,  thus  anxiously  prepared  for  on 
ill  sides,  at  length  approached  and,  each  foUowdd  by 
bis  long  and  glittering  train  of  friends  and  followers, 
the  rival  Earls  entered  thePalaoe^yard  of  Greenwich 
■t  noon  precisely. 

As  if  by  previous  arrangement,  or  perhaps  by  mti- 
mation  that  such  was  the  Queen^s  pleasure,  Sussex 
and  his  retinue  came  to  the  Palace  from  Deptford  by 
water,  while  Leicester  arrived  by  land ;  and  thus  they 
entered  the  court>yard  from  .opposite  sides.  This 
trifling  circumstance  gave  Leicester  a  certain  ascend- 
ency in  the  opinion  of  the  vulgar,  the  appearance  of 
his  cavalcade  of  mounted  followers  showing  more 
numerous  and  more  imposing  than  those  of  Sussex's 
party,  who  were  necessarily  upon  foot.  No  show  or 
sign  of  greeting  passed  between  the  E^la,  though 
each  looked  foil  at  the  other,  both  expecting  perhaps 
an  exchange  of  courtesies,  which  neither  was  willing 
to  oommenoe.  Almost  in  the  minute  of  their  arrival 
the  castle-bell  tolled,  the  gates  of  the  Palace  were 
opened,  and  the  Earis  entered,  each  numerously  at- 
tended by  such  gentlemen  of  their  train,  whose  rank 
giive  them  that  privilege.  The  yeomen  and  inferior 
attendants  remained  in  the  court-yard,  where  the 
opposite  parties  eyed  each  other  with  looks  of  eager 
hatred  and  scorn,  as  if  waiting  wiih  impatience  for 
some  cause  of  tumult,  or  some  apology  for  mutual 
aggression.  But  they  were  restramed  by  the  strict 
commands  of  their  leaders,  and  overawed,  perhaps,  by 
the  presence  of  an  armed  guard  of  unusual  strength. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  more  distinguished  persons 
of  each  train  followed  their  patrons  into  the  lofty  halls 
and  antechambers  of  the  royal  Palace,  flowing  on  in 
the  same  current,  like  two  streams  which  are  com* 
pelled  into  the  same  channel,  yet  shun  to  mix  tbeir 
waters.  The  parties  arranged  themselves,  as  it  were 
mstinctively,  on  the  different  sides  of  the  lofty  apart- 
ments, and  seemed  eager  to  escape  from  the  transient 
union  which  the  narrowness  of  the  crowded  cvitrance 
had  for  an  instant  compelled  them  to  submit  to.  The 
folding  doors  at  the  upper  end  of  the  long  gallery 
were  unmediately  afterwards  opened,  and  it  was  an- 
nounced in  a  whisper  that  the  Queen  was  in  her  pre- 
sence-chamber, to  which  these  gave  access.  Both 
Earis  moved  slowly  and  stately  towards  the  entrance; 
Sussex  followed  by  Tressiliaii,  Blount  and  Raleigh, 
and  Leicester  by  Vamey.  The  pride  or  Leicester  was 
obliged  to  give  way  to  court-forms,  and  with  a  grave 
and  formal  inclination  of  the  head,  he  paused  until 
bis  rival,  a  peer  of  older  creation  than  his  own^  pass- 
ed before  him.  Sussex  returned  the  reverence  with  the 
same  formal  civility,  and  entered  the  presence-room. 
Tressilian  and  Bionnt  offered  to  follow  him,  but  were 
nof  permitted,  the  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod  alleging  in 
excuse,  that  he  had  piectse  orders  to  look  to  all  ad- 
missions that  day.  To  Raleigh,  who  stood  back  on 
the  repulse  of  his  companions,  he  said,  "  You,  ^ir, 
may  enter,"  and  he  entered  accordingly* 

'^Follow  me  close,  Vamey,"  saki  the  Earl  of  Lei- 
cester, who  had  stood  aloof  for  a  moment  to  mark 
the  reception  of  Sussex;, and,  advancmg  to  the  en- 
trance, he  was  about  to  pass  on,  when  Vamey,  who 
'  was  close  behind  him,  dressed  out  in  the  utmost  bra- 
vely of  the  day,  was  stopped  by  the  usher,  as  Tres- 
silian and  Blount  had  been  before  him.  "  How  is 
this,  Master  BowyerT'  said  the  Earl  of  Leicester.— 
"  Know  you  who  I  am,  and  that  this  is  my  friend  and 
follower?" 

"  Your  lordship  will  pardon  me,"  replied  Bowyer, 
stoutly ;  "  my  oi  ders  are  precise,  and  limit  me  to  a 
B*rict  discharge  of  my  duty." 

''Thou  art  a  partial  knave,"  said  Leicester,  the 
kHOod  mounting  to  tiis  face,  "  to  do  me  this  dishonour, 
when  you  but  now  admitted  a  follower  of  my  Lord  of 
Sussex  " 


"  My  lord,"  said'  Bowyer, '  Master  Raleigh  is  nendf 
admitted  a  sworn  servant  of  her  Grace,  and  to  him 
my  orders  did  not  apply." 

''Thou,  an  a  knave— an  ungrateful  knave,"  aakl 
Leicester;  "but  he  that  hath  done,  can  undo— tbon 
shslt  not  prank  thee  in  thy  authority  long  I" 

TliiB  threat  he  uttered  aloud,  with  less  thnn  his 
usual  policy  and  discretion,  and  having  done  so,  he 
entered  the  presence-chamber,  and  made  bis  reve- 
rence to  the  Queen,  who.  attired  with  even  more  than 
her  usual  splendour,  and  surrounded  by  those  nobles 
and  statesmen  whose  courage  and  wisdom  have  ren- 
dered lier  reign  immortal,  stood  ready  to  receive  the 
homage  of  her  subjects.  She  graciously  returned 
the  obeisance  of  the  favourite  Earl,  and  k>oked  alter- 
nately at  him  and  at  Sussex,  as  if  about  to  speak, 
when  Bowyer,  a  man  whose  spirit  could  not  brook 
the  insult  he  tiad  so  openly  received  from  Leicester, 
in  the  discharge  of  his  office,  advanced  with  his  black 
rod  hi  his  hand,  and  knelt  down  before  her. 

"Why,  how  now,  Bowyer  1"  said  Elizabeth,  "thy 
eourtesy  seems  strangely  timeid !" 

"  My  Liege  Sovereign,"  he  sakI,  while  every  cwnr- 
tier  around  trembled  at  his  audacity,  ''I  come  bat 
to  ask,  whether,  in  the  discharge  of  mine  office,  Ian 
to  obey  your  Highness's  commands,  or  those  of  llie 
Earl  of  Leicester,  who  has  publicly  menaced  ine 
with  his  displeasure,  and  treated  me  with  disparagiat 
terms,  because  I  denied  entry  to  one  of  his  foUowen, 
in  obedience  to  your  grace's  precise  orders  V* 

The  spirit  of  Henry  VIII.  was  instantly  aroused  in 
the  bosom  of  his  daughter,  and  she  turiied  on  Lei- 
cester with  a  severity  wfajch  appalled  hhn,  as  wcU  aa 
all  his  followers. 

"  God's  death  I  my  lord,"  such  was  her  empba^ 
phrase,  "  what  means  this  1  We  have  thought  wttt 
of  you,  and  broughtyou  near  to  our  person ;  but  H  was 
not  that  you  might  hide  the  sun  from  our  other  faith* 
ful  subjects.  Who  gave  you  license  to  contradict  our 
orders,  or  control  our  officers  7  I  will  have  in  thia 
court,  ay,  and  in  this  realm,  but  one  mistress,  and  no 
master.  Look  to  it  that  Master  Bowyer  sustains  no 
harm  for  his  duty  to  me  faithfully  discharged ;  for,  a* 
I  am  Christian  woman  and  crowned  Queen,  I  wi 
hold  YoM  dearly  answerable.— Go,  Bowyer,  you  ban 
done  the  part  of  an  honest  man  and  a  true  subject. 
We  will  brook  no  mayor  of  the  palace  here." 

Bowyer  kissed  the  hand  which  she  extended 
towanfs  him,  and  withdrew  to  his  post,  astoaishai 
a^  the  success  of  his  own  audacity.  A  smde  oi 
triumph  pervaded  the  faction  of  Sussex;  that  d 
Leicester  seemed  proportionally  dismayed,  and  the 
fevourite  himself,  assuming  an  aspect  of  tne  deepest 
humility^  did  not  even  attempt  a  word  in  his  own 
exculpation. 

He  acted  wisely ;  for  it  was  the  poficy  of  Rlizabefh 
to  humble,  not  to  disgrace  him,  and  it  was  prudent 
to  suffer  her,  without  opposition  or  reply,  to  glory  in 
the  exertion  of  her  authority.  The  dignity  of  the 
Queen  was  gratified,  and  the  woman  began  soon  to 
feel  for  the  mortification  which  she  had  imposed  on 
her  favourite.  Her  keen  eye  also  observed  the  secret 
looks  of  congratulation  exchanged  amongst  those 
who  favoured  Sussex,  and  it  was  no  part  of  ner  policy 
to  give  either  party  a  decisive  triumph. 

"  What  I  say  to  my  Lord  of  Leicester,"  she  sai^ 
after  a  mementos  pause,  "  I  say  also  to  you,  my  Lord 
of  Sussex.  You  also  must  needs  ruffle  in  the  court 
of  England,  at  the  head  of  a  faction  of  your  ownT' 

"My  followers,  gracious  Princess,"  said  Sussex, 
"have  indeed  rufiied  in  your  cause,  in  Ireland,  in 
Scotland,  and  against  yonder  rebellious  Earls  m  the 
north.    I  am  ignorant  that" 

"  Do  you  bandy  looks  and  words  with  me,  my 
lord  7"  said  the  Queen,  interrupting  him ;  ^*methtnl|B 
you  might  leam  of  my  Lord  of^ Leicester  the  modesty 
to  be  silent,  at  least  under  our  censure.  Ilsay,  my 
lord,  that  my  grandfather  and  my  father,  in  their 
wisdom,  debarred  the  nobles  of  this  civilized  land 
from  travelling  vrith  such  disorderly  retinues;  and 
thmk  you,  that  because  I  wear  a  coif,  their  sceptre 
has  in  my  hand  been  changed  into  a  distaff?  I  tell 
you,  no  king  in  Christendom  will  less  brook  his  court 
to  be  cumbered*  his  people  oppressed,  and  bis  kioff- 
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dom'0  peace  dwttirbed,  bf  tlie  ttfoniMe  of  oragio  wn 
power,  than  she  who  now  speaks  with  you.— My 
Lord  of  Leioesier.  and  you,  my  Lord  of  ^uaaex,  1 
oofflmand  you  botn  to  be  friends  wiUi  each  other ;  or 
bx  the  crown  I  wear,  you  shall  find  an  enemy  who 
will  be  too  strong  for  both  of  you  I"  ' 

"Madam."  said  the  Earl  of  Leicester,  "  you  who 
SfO  yourself  the  fountain  of  honour,  know  best  what 
B  due  to  mine.  I  place  it  ,^t  yonr  disposal,  and  only 
say,  that  the  terms  on  which  I  have  stood  with  my 
Lord  of  Sussex  have  not  boen  of  my  seekins ;  nor 
had. he  cause  to  think  me  his  enemy,  until  Ee  had 
douo  me  gross  wrong." 

"For  me,  roadanv'  said  the  Eari  of  Sussex,  "I 
cannot  appeal  from  your  sovereign  pleasure:  but  I 
were  well  content  my  Lord  of  Leieester  should  say 
ttk  what  I  nave,  as  he  terms  it,  wronged  him.  since 


my  tonzue  never  spoke  the  word  that  I  would  not 
h   willingrv  Justify  either  on  foot  or  horseback.*' 

"Ana  for  me,'|  said  Leicester,  "  always  under  my 
I   gracious  Sovereign' a  pleasure,  my  hand  shall  be  as 
ready  to  make  good  mv  word&  as  that  of  any  man 
'  who  ever  wrote  nimseuRatclim." 

"  My  lords,"  said  the  dueen,  "  these  are  no  t^rms 
br  thifi  presence ;  and  if  you  cannot  keep  your  tem- 
per, we  will  find  means  to  keep  both  that  and  you 
dose  enough.  Let  me  see  you  Join  hands,  my  lords, 
ind  forget  your  idle  animosities.^' 

The  two  rivaJs  looked  at  each  other  with  reluctant 
9es,  each  unwilling  to  make  the  first  advance  to 
execute  the  Queen's  wul. 

** Sussex."  said  Elizabeth,  "I  entEeat-*Leice8ter, 
{ oommana  you." 

Vet,  8o  were  her  words  accented,  that  the  entreaty 
WQiided  like  eommand,  and  the  command  like  en- 
Qetiy,  They,  remained  still  and  stubborn,  until  she 
nneaker  voice  to  a  height  which  argued  at  once 
fflMmoe  and  absolute  command. 

%  Henry  Leei"  she  said,  to  an  officer  in  attend- 
tooBt  "  have  a  guard  in  present  readiness,  and  man 
a  6arge  instantly.— -My  Lords  of  Sussex  and  Lek»e- 
jer,  I  bid  you  once  more  to  join  hands— and,  Crod's 
death  I  he  that  refuses  shall  taste  of  our  Tower  fare 
ere  he  see  our  face  again.  I  ^ill  lower  your  proud 
aearts  ere  we  part,  and  that  I  promise,  on  the  word  of 
idueen!" 

"The  prison,"   said  Leicester,  "might  be  borne, 
hat  to  lose  your  Grace's  presence,  were  to  lose  light 
and  life  afonoa— Here,  Sussex,  is  my  hand." 
"And  here,"  said  Sussex,  "is  mine  in  truth  and 

honesty;  but"  

"Nay,  under  favour,  you  shall  add  no  more,"  ^aid 
the  QUieen.  "Why,  this  is  as  it  should  b&"  she 
added  looking  on  them  more  fiivourabiy,  "  ana  when 
you,  the  shepherds  of  tbe  people,  unite  to  protect 
them,  it  shall  be  well  with  the  flodi  we  rule  over. 
For,  my  lords,  I  tell  you  plainly,  your  follies  and  your 
brawls  fead  to  strange  disorders  among  your  ser- 
vants.—My  Lord  of  Leicester,  you  have  a  gentleman 
m  TOUT  household,  called  Varney?" 

Yes,  gracious  madam,"  replied  Leicester,  "I 
ivesented  nim  to  kiss  your  royal  hand  when  you 
were  last  at  Nonsuch." 

"His  outside  was  well  enough,"  saki  the  Clueen, 

/but  scarce  so  fair,  I  should  have  thought,  as  to 

nave  caused  a  maiden  of  honourable  birth  and  hopes 

to  barter  her  fame  for  his  good  looks,  and  become 

His  paramour.     Yet  so  it  is— this  fellow  of  yours 

path  seduced  the  daughter  of  a  jsood  old  Devonshire 

I  knight,  Sir  Hugh  Robsart  of  Lidcote  Hail,  and  she 

i  hath  ded  with  oim  fipom  her  father's  house,  like  a 

castaway. — ^My  Lord  of  Leioester,  are  you  ill,  that 

I  rou  look  so  deadly  pale  7" 

"No.  gracious  madam,"  said  Leicester;  and  it 

itquired  every  efiort  he  could  make  to  bring  forth 

these  few  words. 

"You  are  surely  ill,  my  lord?"   said  Elizabeth. 

'  going  towards  him  with  nasty  speech  and  hurried 

;   *tep,  which  indica^ted  the  deepest  concern.    "Call 

Masters— call  our  ^surgeon  in  ordinary-rWhere  be 

these  loitering  fools  7— We  lose  the  pride  of  our  court 

throDgh  their  negiigence.—Or  is  it  possible,  Leioes- 

•er,"  she  continued,  locking  on  him  with  a  very  gen- 

ttaaspeet,  "  can iear  of  my  displeawira  hafra  wrought 


80  deeply  on  thee  1  Doubt  not  for  a  moment,  noblt 
Dudley,  that  we  could  blame  ihee  for  the  folly  oif  fhy 
retainer—thee,  ^ose  thoughts  we  know  to  be  fair 
otherwise  employed!  He  that  would  climb  the 
«igle's  nest,  my  lord,  cares  not  who  are  catching 
linnets  at  the  foot  of  the  precipice." 

"  Mark  you  that  7"  said  Sussex,  aside  to  Raleigh. 
"  The  devu  akls  him  surely !  for  all  that  would  sink 
another  ten  fathom  de^,  seems  but  to  make  him 
float  the  more  easily.  Had  a  follower  of  mine  acted 
thus" 

"Peace,  my  good  lord,"  said  Raleigh,  "for  Gk)d'a 
sake,  peace !  Wait  the  change  of  the  tide;  it  is  even 
now  on  the  turn." 

The  acute  observation  of  Raleish,  perhaps,  did  not 
deceive  him ;  for  Leicester's  confusion  was  so  great, 
and,  indeed,  for  the  moment,  so  irresistibly  over- 
whelming that  Etizabeth^  after  looking  at  him  with 
a  wondenng  eye,  and  receiving  no  intelugible  answer 
to  the  .unusual  expressions  of  grace  and  affection 
which  had  escaped  frot;^  her,  shot  her  quick  glance 
around  the  circle  of  epnrtierS|  and,  read}ng^  nerhaps, 
in  their  faoee,  something  that  accorded  vritn  nerown 
awakened  suspicions,  she  saki  suddenly,  "  Or  is  there 
more  in  this  than  we  aee-or  than  you.  ray  lord,  wish 
that  we  should  seel  'Where  isthis  Vamey7  Who 
saw  him  7" 

"An  it  please  yonr  Grace,"  said  Bowyer,  "it  m 
the  same  against  whom  I  this  instant  closed  the  door 
of  the  presence-room." 

"An  it  please  me 7"  repeated  Elizabeth,  sharply, 
not  at  that  moment  in  the  humour  of  being  pleased 
with  any  thing.-*"  It  does  no/  please  me  that  ho 
should  pass  saucily  into  my  presence,  or  that  yon 
should  exclude  ftom  it  one  who  came  to  justify  him- 
self from  an  accusation." 

"May  it  please  you,"  answered  the  perplexed' 
usher,     if  I  knew,  in  such  case,  how  to  bear  myself. 

I  would  take  heed" 

'  "  You  should  have  reported  the  ff'Uow's  desire  to 
us,  Master  Usher,  and  taken  our  directions.  Yon 
think  yourself  k  great  man,  because  but  now  we  chid 
a  nobleman  on  your  account—yet,  after  alL  we  hold 
you  but  as  the  lead-weight  that  keeps  the  door  fast. 
Call  this  Vamey  hither  instantly— there  is  one  Tres- 
silian  also  mentioned  in  this  petition— let  them  both 
come  before  us." 

She  wa.s  obeyed,  and"  Tressilian  and  Vamey  ap- 
peared accordingly.  Varndy's  first  glance  was  at 
Iicicester,  his  second  at  the  Queen.  In  the  looks  of 
the  latter,  there  appeared  an  approaching  storm,  and 
in  the  downcast  countenance  of  his  patron,  he  could 
read  no  directions  mwhat  way  he  was  to  trim  hi^ 
vessel  for  the  encounter— he  then  saw  Tressilian,  ana 
at  once  perceived  the  peril  of  the  situation  in  which 
he  was  placed.  But  Varney  was  as  bold-faced  and 
ready-witted  as  he  was  cunning  and  unscrupulous,— 
a  skilful  pilot  in  extremity,  and  ftdly  conscious  of  the 
advantages  which  he  would  obtain,  could  he  extricate 
Leicester  from  his  present  peril,  and  of  the  ruin  that 
yawned  for  himselL  should  he  fail  in  doing  so. 

"Is  it  true,  sirrah,"  said  the  Queen,  with  one  of 
those  searching  looks  which  few  had  the  audacity  to 
resist,  "that  you  have  seduced  to  infamy  a  young 
lady^of  birth  and  breeding,  the  daughter  of  Sir  Hugh 
Robsart  of  LWcoto  HaU  T 

Varney  kneeled  down,  and  replied,  with  a  look  of  the 
most  profound  contrition,  "There  had  been  some  love 
passages  betwixt  him  and  Mistress  Amy  Robsart" 

Leicester's  flesh  quivered  with  indignati4)n  as  he 
heard  his  dependant  make  this  avowal,  and  for  one 
moment  he  manned  himself  to  step  forward^  and,  * 
bidding  farewell  to  the  court  and  the  royal  favour, 
confess  the  whole  mystery  of  the  secret  marriage. 
But  he  look^  at  Sussex,  and  the  idea  of  the  tri- 
umphant smile  which  would  clothe  his  cheek  upon 
hearing  the  avowal,  sealed  his  lips.  "  Not  now,  at 
least,"  he  thought,  "or  in  this  presence,  will  I  alFord 
him  so  rich  a  tnumph."  And  pressing  ni»  lip«  close 
together,  he  stood  firm  and  collected,  attentive  to 
each  word  which  Varney  uttered,  and  determined  to 
hide  to  the  last  the  secret  on  which  his  court-f  jvour 
seemed  to  depend.  Meanwhile,  the  Queen  prooced 
ed  ia  her  examinatbn  of  Varney. 
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"  LovopaMfigefi  ^  0Qid  she,  echoing  bip  iasc  words; 
*  what  passages,  thou  knave  ?  and  why  uot  aak  the 
wcnch*s  hand  nam  her  father^  if  thou  hadst  any 
lionesty  in  thy  love  for  her  7" 

*  AiK  it  please  your  Grace,"  said  Vamcy,  still  on 
his  kncei;,  *'  I  dared  not  do  so,  for  her  father  had 
promised  her  hand  to  a  ^iileinan  of  birth  and  ho- 
oour— I  will  do  him  justice,  though  I  know  he  bears 
me  ill  will— one  Master  Edmund  Tressilian,  wham  1 
now  see  in  th^  presence." 

"  Soh  !V  replied  the  Ciueen :  "  and  wljat  was  your 
right  to  make  the  simple  fool  break  her  worthy  fa- 
ther's contract,  through  your  \oYe  pa4sage»^  as  your 
conceit  and  assurance  terms  them  7" 

"Madam."  replied  Varney,  "it  is  in  vain  to  plead 
the  cause  ol  human  fiiiilty  before  a  judgi*  to  whom  it 
18  unknown,  or  that  of  love,  to  one  who  never  yields 
to  the  passion"— He  paused  an  inatant,  and  then  od*- 
ded,  in  a  very  low  and  timki  tone,  "  which  she  inflicts 
upon  all  others." 

Elizabeth  tried  to  frown^but  smiled  Jn  her  owu 
despite,  as  she  answered,  '^bou  art  a  marvellously 
impudent  knave— Art  thou  ma/Hod  to  the  ^if  1 7" 

Leicester's  feelinss  became  so  complicated  and  so 
painfully  intense,  that  it  seemed  to  htm  as  if  his  life 
was  to  depend  on  the  answer  made  by  Vamey,  who, 
after  a  moment's  real  hesitation,  answeced,  "  Yes." 

"  Tiiou  false  villain  \"  said  Leicester,  hurstinf;  forth 
lato  rage,  yet  unable  to  add  another  word  to  the  sen- 
tence, which  he  had  begun  witk  such  emphatic  pas- 
Mon. 

"Nay,  my  lord,"  said  the  Qaeen,  "we  will,  by 
your  leave,  stand  between  this  fellow  and  yotir  anger. 
We  have  not  yet  done  with  him.^Knew  your  mas- 
ter, my  Lord  of  Leicester,  of  this  fair  work  of  yours? 
Speak  truth,  I  command  thee,  and  I  will  be  thy  war- 
rant from  danger  on  every  miarter." 

"Gracious  madam,"  said  Varncyt  "to  speak  Hea- 
ven^ s  truth,  nw  lord  was  the  cause  of  the  whole  mat- 
ter." 

"Thou  villain,  wouldst  thou  betray  me?"  said 
Leicester. 

"  Si>eak  on."  said  the  Queen,  hastily,  her  cheek 
colouring,  and  her  eyes  sparkling;  as  she  addressed 
Varney ;  speak  on— 'here  no  commands  are  heard 
but  mine."  .  . 

"  They  are  omnipotent,  gracious  madam,"  replied 
Varney;  "and  to  you  there  can  be  no  secrets.— Yet 
I  would  not,"  he  added,  looking  around  him,  "speak 
of  my  master's  concerns  to  other  ears." 

"  Fall  back,  my  lords,"  said  the  Quoen  to  those 
who  surrounded  her,  "  and  do  you  speak  on.— What 
aath  the  Earl  to  do  with  this  guilty  intrigue  of  thine? 
—See,  fellow,  that  thou  behest  him  not  f 

"  Far  be  it  from  me  to  tnuluce  mv  noble  patron," 
replied  Varney;  "yet  1  am  compefled  to  own*  that 
some  deep,  overwhelming,  yet  secret  feeling,  hath  of 
late  dwelt  in  my  1<hxI's  mind,  hath  abstracted  him 
from  the  cares  of  the  household,  which  he  was  wont 
to  govern  with,  such  religious  strictness,  and  hath 
left  us  opportunities  to  do  follies,  of  which  the  shame, 
as  in  this  case,  partly  falls  upon  our.  patron.  With- 
out this  I  had  not  had  means  or  leisure  to  commit 
the  folly  which  has  drawn  on  me  his  displeasure; 
the  heaviest  to  endure  by  me,  which  I  could  by  any 
means  incur,— saving  afways  the  yet  more  dreaded 
resentment  of  your  Grace." 

"  And  in  this  sensei  and  no  other,  hath  he  been 
accessary  to  thy  fault?"  sakl  Elizabeth. 

"Surely,  madam,  in  no  other,"  replied  Varney; 
*but  since  somewhat  hath  chanced  to  hjn,  he  can 
•scarce  be  called  nis  own  man.  Look  at  him,  madam, 
how  pale  and  tremb'ing  he  stands— how  unlike  Uis 
usual  majesty  of  manner— yet  what  has  he  to  fear 
from  augnt  I  can  say  to  your  highness?  Ah  I 
madam,  since  he  received  that  fatal  packet  ?" 

"What  packo.,  and  from  whence?"  said  the 
Queen,  eagerly. 

"  From  whence,  madam,  I  cannot  guess ;  but  I 
tjn  so  near  to  his  nerson,  tnat  I  know  he  has  ever 
■woe  worn,  siispended  around  his  neck,  and  next  to 
bis  heart,  that  lock  of  hair  which  sustains  a  small 
golden  jewel  shaped  like  a  heart— he  speaks  to  it 
when  alono^he  parts  not  from  it  when  he  sleepa— 


no  heathen  ever  wmiliuvtd  an  idof  ^Ifa  soch  devo- 
tion." 

"  Thou  art  a jprrng  knave  to  watch  thy  master  86 
closely."  said  Elizabeth,  blushing,  but  not  wtth  an- 
^er;  ^  and  a  tatthng  knave  to  tell  over  again  his 
tooleries— What  colour  might  the  braid  of  hair  b» 
that  thou  pretest  of?" 

Varney  replied,  "  A  poet,  madam,  might  call  it  m 
thread  from  the  golden  web  wrought  oy  Mtnerrai 
but,  to  my  thinking,  it  was  paler  than  even  the  punesC 
gold*-more  like  the  last  parting  sunbesni  of  the  aoll- 
est  day  of  spring." 

"Why,  you  are  a  poet  yourself,  Master Yaniey,* 
said  the  Queen,  smiling;  "  but  I  have  not  genius  quick 
enough  to  follow  vour  rare  metaphors— Look  round 
these  ladies— is  tneae"'Kshe  hesitated,  ami  endea- 
voured to  assume  an  air  of  great  indinerence)— **ls 
there  here,  in  this  presence,  any  lady,  the  coloor  of 
whose  hair  reminds  thee  of  that  braid  ?  Methinks, 
without  prying  into  my  Lord  of  Leicester's  amorous 
secrets,  1  would  fain  know  what  kind  of  locks  an 
hke  the  thread  of  Minerva's  web,  or  the-^what  was 
it?— the  last  rays  of  the  May-day  sun." 

Varney  looked  round  the  piiesence-chamber,  his 
eye  traveling  from  one  lady  to  another,  unnl  at 
length  it  rested  upon  the  Queen  herseUibut  with  as 
aspect  of  the  deepest  veneration.  *'  1  see  no  tressM,' 
he  said,  "in  this  presence,  worthy  of  such  sinufioik 
unless  where  I  dare  not  k»ok  on  them." 

"  How,.sirknavet"  saki  the  Queen,  **  dare  yini  in- 
timate"  

"Nay,  madam,"  replied  Varney.  shadii^f  his  eyw 
with  his  hand,  "  it  was  the  beams  ol  the  May-day  sitti 
that  daaaeled  my  weak  eyes." 

"  Go  to— go  to,"  said  the  Queen;  '*  thou  ut  a  Pol- 
ish fellow"— and  turning  quickly  from  him  she  walk- 
ed  up  to  Leicester. 

Intense  curu)8ity,  mingled  with  all  the  TBikMi 
hopes,  fears,  and  passions,  wluch  influence  cooit- 
factbn,  had  occupied  the  prssenoe-chamber  dun^ 
the  Queen's  con£N^nce  with  Varney,  as  if  with  tlw 
strength  of  an  Eastern  tafisihan.  Men  soap 
every,  even  the  sUghtest  external  motion,  and  \. 

have  ceased  to  breaxhe,  had  Nature  permitted 

an  intermissmn  of  tier  functk)ns.  Tiie  atmoai^Mil 
was  contagious,  and  Leicester,  who  saw  all  mmi 
wishing  or  fearing  his  advancement  or  hisfdl,  forgot 
all  that  love  had  previously  diotaied^  and  saw  notfauv 
for  the  instant  but  the  frivour  or  disgrace,  Which  im- 
pended on  the  nod  of  Elizabeth  aiui  the  fidelity  U 
Varney.  He  summoned  himself  hastily,  and  Piepir- 
ed  to  play  his  part  in  the  scene  which  was  like  to 
ensue,  when,  as  he  jtt(* 


.  .      --  frota  the  glances  wbidi 

the  Queen  threw  towaras  him,  Vamcy's  eommimi<- 
cations,  be  they  what  they  inight,  were  operating  in 
his  fevour.  Elizabeth  did  not  k>ng  leave  hinn  iiP 
doubt ;  for  the  more  than  favour  with  which  she  ac- 
costed him  decided  his  triumph  in  the  eyes  of  Us 
rival,  and  of  the  assembled  court  of  England—"  Tbou 
hast  a  prating  servant  of  this  same  Varney.  my 
lord,"  ahe  said;  "it  is  lucky  you  trust  him  with  no- 
thiiu;  that  can  hurt  you  in  our  opimon,  for  bdieve 
me,  he  would  keep  no  counsel." 

'^From  your  Highness,"  saki  Leiceater,  droppinc 
gracefully  on  one  knee,  "it  were  treason  he  shovild. 
i  would  that  my  heart  itself  lay  befi>re  you,  barer  than 
the  tongue  of  any  servant  could  strip  it." 

"  What,  my  lord,"  said  E^zabeth,  looking  kizidlv 
upon  him,  "  is  there  no  one  little  comer  over  which ' 
you  would  wish  to  spread  a  veil  ?  Ah  I  I  see  you  are 
confused  at  the  question,  and  your  Queen  knows  she 
should  hot  look  too  deeply  into  her  servants'  motives 
/or  their  faithful  duty,  lest  she  see  what  might,  or  at 
least  ought  to  displease  her."  * 

Believed  by  these  last  words,  Leicester  broke  ont 
into  a  torrent  of  expressions  of  deep  and  passionate 
attachment,  which  perhaps,  at  that  moment,  were 
not  altogether  fictitious.  The  mingled  emotions 
which  had  at  first  overcome  him,  had  now  given 
way  to  the  energetic  vigour  with  which  he  had  de- 
termined to  support  his  place  in  the  Queen's  favour; 
and  never  did  ne  seem^  to  Elizabeth  more  eloquent, 
more  handsome,  more  interd^ling,  than  while,  kneel- 
ing at  har  feat,  he  ooAJurad  her  to  stiq>  him  of  all  hk 
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d>wiji,  bat  t»  lflkV9  him  tin  imilM  cff  her  Mrrmm.-- 
**Take  from  the  poor  Dudle]^,"  he  excUifned.  '*■(! 
iku  your  bonnty  hat  made  mm,  and  bid  him  be  the 
poor  gentleman  ne  was  whan  your  Grace  first  shone 
on  him  i  ieaye  hhn  no  more  than  his  cloak  and  his 
sword,  oat  let  him  stiil  boast  he  haa-*what  in  word 
or  deed  he  never  lbrf«iced'-the  regard  of  his  adored 
Queen  ajid  mistress  ?' 

"No,  Dudlev  1"  said  Elkabeth,  raising  him  with 
we  hand,  while  she  extended  the  other  that  he  might 
kiss  it;  '^Elisabeth  hath  not  forgotten  that,  wlulst 
fou  were  a  poor  gentleman*  despoiled  of  your  heredi- 
tiry  rank,  she  was  aM  poor  a  prinoesB^  and  that  in 
her  calue  you  then  ventured  all  that  oppressk>n  had 
laft  you— your  Ufo  and  honour.— >Rise^  my  lord,  and 
let  my  hand  go  !—Risa,  and  be  what  you  have  ever 
been,  thegraoe  of  our  court,  and  the  support  of  our 
thione.  Your  mistress  may  be  forced  to  chide  your 
ansdemeanours,  but  never  without  cmming  your 
nents.— And  so  help  me  Ood,"  she  added,  taming  to 
the  audience^  who,  with  vanoos  feehngs,  witnessed 
thb  interesting  scene,— "So  help  me  Giod,  gentle- 
meo,  as  I  think  never  sovsravn  had  a  truer  servant 
than  I  have  in  this  noble  Earl  r 

▲  murmnr  of  assent  rose  from  the  Leioestrian 
fcctioD^  which  the  fiiends  of  Sussex  dared  not  oppose. 
They  remained  with  their  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground, 
ABraajred  aswell^s  mortified  by  the  public  and  abso- 
hrte  triumph  of  their  opponents.  Leicester's  first 
an  of  the  fomifisfity  to  which  fheUneen  h^d  so  pub- 
hcty  restated  him,'  was  to  ask  her  commands  oon- 
flsmina:  Vamear's  oflbnoe.  "Although.*'  he  said, 
"the fellow  deserves  nothinf^ ih»m  me  but  displea- 
mn,  yet,  might  I  presume  to  mteroede" 

"la  truth,  we  had  forgotten  his  matter,'*  said  the 

(Urn*,  "  and  it  was  ill  done  of  uii^  who  owe  justice 

to  oar  neoneeL  as  well  as  to  our  highest  subject. 

Wt  are  pleasect  my  lord,  that  you  were  the  first  to 

n^  the  matter  to  our  memory.— Where  is  Tressi- 
Atfi,  the  accuser  1— let  him  come  before  us." 

tVessilian  appeared,  and  made  a  low  and  beeefem- 
iBff  reverence.  His  person,  as  we  have  elsewhere 
observed,  had  an  air  of  grace  and  even  of  nobleness, 
vhieh  did  not  escape  Queen  Elizabeth's  critical  ob- 
nrvatton.  She  fooked  at  him  with  attention  as  he 
Mood  b^re  her  unabashed,  but  with  all  air  of  the 
licpest  dejection. 

*^I  cannot  but  grieve  for  this  gentleman,"  she  said 
to  Leicester.  "  I  have  inquired  concerning  him,  and 
his  presence  confirms  vrhat  I  heard,  that  he  is  a 
tcholar  and  a  soldier,  well  accomplished  both  in  arts 
•nd  arms.  We  women,  my  lord,  am  fancifliJ  in  our 
ehoioe— I  had  said  now,  to  judge  by  the  eye.  there 
was  no  comparison  to  be  held  betwixt  your  follower 
and  this  gentleman.  But  Yarney  is  a  well  spoken 
Hbw,  and,  to  speak  truth,  that  goes  for  with  us  of 
the  weaker  sex.-^Look  you.  Master  Tressihan,  a  bbit 
iosr  m  not  a  bow  broken.  Yonrtrue  affection,  as  I 
will  hold  it  to  be^hath  been,  it  seems,  but  ill  requited ; 
bat  vou  have  scholarship,  and  you  know  there 
,  have  Deen  false  Cressidas  to  be  found,  flt>m  the  Tro- 
JMi  war  downwards.  Forget,  good  sir,  this  Lady 
L!|[ht  o'  Love-»-teach  your  affection  to  see  vrith  a 
Wiser  eye.     This  we  say  to  you,  more  fl'om  tWe 

writings  of  learned  men,  than  our  own  knowledge, 
wing,  as  we  are,  far  removed  by  station  and  win, 
)  from  the  enlargement  of  experience  in  such  idle  toys 
!  of  humorous  passion.  For  this  dame's  father,  wc 
1  can  make  his  grief  the  less,  by  advancing  his  son- 
l  m-law  to  such  station  as  may  enable  him  to  give  an 
[  honourable  supnort  to  his  bride.  Thou  shalt  not  be 
'  forgotten  thyself,  Tressilian-^low  our  court,  and 
i  thou  shalt  see  that  a  true  Trottushath  some  claim  on 
1  ^  race.  Think  of  what  that  arch-knave  Shak- 
i  yf»Te  ft&ys— a  plaguy  on  him,  his  toys  come  into  my 

M  when  I  should  think  of  other  mailers— Stay, 

how  goes  it? 

IpRMid  ws«  roow*  tiad  wtth  Ihe  bonds  of  bMiMo  ; 
Tliew  bivadt  of  hMveo  are  Bliiyt,  di«M>lv«4i,  and  looted. 
And  wiUi  anothef  knot  fire  fiarpm  tied, 
The  fraginenU  of  bar  faith  are  boaod  to  DioqMd.' 

Yob  smile,  my  Lord  of  Southampton— petrhance  I 
iBoho  your  player's  v«rse  halt  through  my  bad 


memory-^nt  let  it  saflk»--tee  there  be  no  mora  ol 
this  mad  matter." 

And  as  Tressilian  kept  the  postura  of  one  who 
would  wiOiimiy  be  heard,  though  at  the  same  tune. 
expressive  ot  me  deepest  reverence,  the  Queen  added 
with  soma  impatience,—"  What  would  the  man  have  7 
The  wench  cannot  wed  both  of  youl— Shehasmsds 
her  election— not  a  wise  one  pochanee—but  she  is 
Vamey's  wedded  wife." 

"Mv  suit  should  sleeii  there,  most  gradoos  Sov^ 
reign,'^  said  Tressihan,  "and  with  mv  suit  my  r^ 
venge.  But  I  hold  this  Varne/s  wonl-no  good  war- 
rant for  the  truth." 

"Had  that  doubt  been  else  wbsre  urged,"  aftswcrad 
Vamejr,  "my  sword"— 

"  Thu  sword  I"  interrupted  TresaiHan.  scon^y; 
"  with  her  Grace's  leave,  my  sword  shall  show''-— 

"Peace,  you  knavea,  both!"  said  the  <teeen; 
"know  you  where  vou  are?— This  comes  of  your 
fouds,  my  loids^"  sbe  added,  fooking  towards  Lei- 
cester and  Sussex ;  "  your  foflowers  catch  your  own 
humour,  and  must  bandy  and  brawl  in  my  court, 
and  in  my  very  nresenoe,  like  so  many  Matamoros.— 
Look  vou,  sirs,  ne  that  speaks  of  drawing  swords  m 
any  omer  ouarrel  than  mine  or  Englana'Sf  by  mine 
honour^  rii  bracelet  him  with  iron  both  on  wnst  and 
ankle  1*  She  then  paused  a  minute,  and  resumed  in 
a  mikler  tone,  "  I  must  do  justice  betwixt  the  boki 
and  mutinous  knaves  notwithstanding.— My  Lord  oi 
Leioester,  will  you  warrant  with  your  honour,— that 
is,  to  the  best  of  ywt  belief,— that  your  servant 
n>eaks  truth  in  saymg  he  hath  mamed  this  Amy 
Robsartr' 

This  was  a  homa-thrust,  and  had  nearly  staggered 
Leicester.  But  he  had  now  gone  too  far  to  recede, 
and  answered,  after  a  moment's  hesitatidti,  "To  the 
best  of  my  belief— indeed  on  my  certain  knowledga^ 
she  is  a  wedded  wife." 

"Gradoos  madam/'  said  Tressihan,  "may  I  yet 
reqiuest  to  know,  when  and  under  what  circumstances 
this  alleged  maiviage" 

"Out,  sirrah,"  answered  the  Queen;  ^^aJUffsd 
marriage !— Have  you  not  the  word  of  this  illustnous 
Earl  to  warrant  the  tnith  of  what  his  servant  says  7 
But  thou  art  a  loser— think' st  thyself  such  at  least— 
and  thou  shalt  have  indulgence— we  will  look  into 
the. matter  our  self  more  at  leisure.— My  Lord  of 
Leicester,  I  trust  you  remember  we  mean  to  taste  the 
good  cheer  of  yout  Castle  of  Kenil  worth  on  this 
week  ensuing— we  will  prav  you  to  bid  our  good  and 
valued  friend  the  Earl  of  Sussex  to  hold  company 
with  us  therA" 

"If  the  noble  Earl  of  Sussex,"  said  Leicester,  bow- 
mg  to  his  rival  with  the  easiest  and  with  the  most 
gracefol  counesv,  **wili  so  far  honour  my  poor 
hotise,  I  will  hold  it  an  additional  proof  of  the  amica- 
ble regard  it  is  your  Grace's  desire  we  should  enter- 
tain towards  each  other." 

Sussex  was  more  embarraseed— "I  should,"  said 
he,  "madam,  be  but  a  clog  on  your  gayer  hounf 
suice  ray  late  severe  illness.'^ 

"And  have  you  been  indeed  so  very  illV*  said 
Elisabeth,  lookmg  on  him  with  more  attention  than 
before ;  "  you  are  m  faith  strangely  altered,  and  deeply 
am  I  grieved  to  see  it  But  be  of  good  cheer— w» 
will  ourselves  look  after  the  health  of  so  valued  a 
servant,  and  to  whom  we  owe  so  much.  Masters 
shall  order  your  diet ;  and  that  we  ourselves  may  see 
that  he  is  obeyed,  you  must  attend  us  in  this  progress 
to  Kenil  worth." 

This  was  said  so  peremptorily,  and  at  the  same 
time  Mrith  so  much  kindness,  that  Sussex,  however 
unwilling  to  become  the  guest  of  his  rival,  had  no 
resource  but  to  bow  low  to  the  Queen  in  obedience 
to  her  commands,  and  to  express  to  Leicester,  with 
blunt  courtesy,  though  mingled  with  embarrassment, 
his  acceptance  of  his  invitation.  As  the  Earls  ex- 
changed compliments  on  the  occasion,  the  Queen 
said  to  her  High  Treasurer,  "Meihinks,  my  lord, 
the  countenances  of  these  our  two  noble  peers  resern 
ble  that  of  the  two  famed  classic  streams,  the  one 
so  dark  and  sad,  the  other  so  fair  and  noble— My 
old  Mafiter  Ascham  would  have  chid  me  for  forgetting 
the  author-It  is,  Cesar,  as  I  think.-r>See  what  .-na- 


i4«tic  c«lniieM  sits  on  the  broWiOf  the  neble  Leioes- 
ter,  whUe  Sussex  seems  to  greet  him  as  if  be.did  our 
wul  iiideedf  but  doi  wiUingiy." 

"  The  doubt  of  your  MiOesty's  favour,"  answered 
the  Lord  Treasurer,  ''niay  perchance  occasion  the 
difierence,  which  does  not— as  what  does?— escape 
your  Grace's  eye." 

*'  Such  doubt  were  injurious  to  us,  my  lord."  re- 
.plied  the  Queen.  "  We  hold  both  to  be  near  and  dear 
to  ttSf  and  will  with  impartiality  eniplov  both  in  ho- 
nouiable  service  for  the  weal  of  our  kmgaom.  But  we 
wiU  break  their  farther  conference  at  pieBent.— My 
Lords  of  Sussex  and  Leicester,  we  have  a  word  more 
with  you.  Tressilian  and  Vamey  are  near  your  per- 
sons—you will  see  that  they  attend  you  at  K^l- 
worth—And  as  we  shall  then  have  both  Paris  and 
Meiiehius  within  our  call,  so  we  will  have  the  same 
fiur  Helen  also,  whose  fickleness  has  caused  this 
broil.— Vamey,  thy  wife  must  be  at  Kenilworth,  and 
forthcoming  at  my  order.— My  Lord  of  Leicester,  we 
eMMct  you  will  look  to  this. 

The  Earl  and  his  follower  bowed  low,  and  raised 
tbor  heads,  withoUi  daring  to  look  at  the  dueen,  or 
at  each  other;  for  both  felt  at  the  instant  as  if  the 
nets  and  toUs  which  their  own  falsehood  had  woven, 
were.in  the  act  of  closine  around  them.  The  Queen, 
however,  observed  not  tnoir  confusion,  but  proceeded 
to  say.  My  Lords  of  Sussex  ^nd  Leicester,  we  re- 
quire your  presence  at  the  privy^council  to  be  pre- 
sently held)  where  matters  of  importance  are  to  be 
ddbated.  We  will  then  take  the  water  for  our  diver- 
tiaemeat|  and  you,  my  lords,  will  attend  us.— A^d 
that  reminds  us  of  a  circumstance— Do  you.  Sir  Swke 
of  the  Soiled  Cassock,"  (distinguishing  Bideigh  by  a 
smile,)  "  fail  not  to  observe  that  yon  .are  to  attend  us 
on  our  prepress..  You  shall  be  supplied  with  suitable 
means  to  reform  your  wardrobe." 

And  so  terminated  this  celebrated  audience,  in 
which,  as  throughout  her  life,  Elizabeth  united  the 
occasional  cajirice  of  her  sex,  with  that  sense  and 
sound  policy,  m  which  neither  man  nor  woman  ever 
eiodled  her. 

CHAPTER  XVn. 

Wei!,  then— oar  course  it  ehoaRn--iq)read  the  nil- 
Heave  oft  the  loud,  and  mark  the  aomidinn  well- 
Look  to  the  hehn,  rriod  master— rn^ny  a  ihoal 
Maiks  thu  mem  coast,  aixt  rocks,  where  sita  the  Sireo. 
Vbu.  like  ambitiuD,  lurv«  men  to  their  ruin. 

Dxjniyo  the  brief  interval  that  took  place  betwixt 
the  dismissal  of  the  audience  and  the  sitting  of  the 
priyy-council,  Leicester  had  time  to  reflect  that  he  had 
that  morning  sealed  his  own  fate.  "It  was  impos- 
sible for  him  now,"  he  thought,  *' after  having,  in  'Jke 
face  of  all  that  was  honourable  in  England,  pledged 
his  truth  (though  in  an  ambiguous  phrase)  for  the 
statement  of  Varney,  to  contradict  or  disavow  it, 
without  exposing  himself  not  merely  to  the  loss  of 
court-favour,  but  to  the  highest  displeasure  of  the 
Queen,  his  deceived  mistress,  and  to  the  scorn  and 
contempt  at  once  of  his  rival  and  of  all  his  compeers." 
This  certainty  rushed  at  once  on  his  mind,  together 
with  all  the  uifBculties  which  he  would  necessarily  be 
exposed  to  in  preserving  a  secret,  which  seemed  now 
equally  essential  to  his  safety,  to  his  power,  and  to 
his  honour.  He  was  situated  like  one  who  walks 
upon  ice,  ready  to  give  way,  around  him,  and  whose 
only  safety  consists  in  moving  onwards,  by  firm  and 
unvacillating  8tep&  The  Queen's  favour,  to  preserve 
which  he  had  made  such  sacrifices,  must  now  be  so- 
cured  by  all  means  and  at  all  hazards— it  was  (he 
only  plank  which  he  could  cling  to  in  the  tempest. 
I)e  must  settle  himself,  therefore,  to  the  task  of  not 
only  premrving,  but  augmenting  tlie  Queen's  par- 
tiality—He must 'be  the  favourite  of  Elizabeth,  or  a 
man  utterly  shipwreck^  in  fortune  and  in  honour. 
All  other  considerations  must  be  laid  aside  for  the 
moment,  andho/epelied  the  intrusive  thoughts  which 
forced  on  his  mind  the  image  of  Amy.  by  saying  to 
nimseU;  there  would  be  time  to  think  hereafter  how 
he  was  to  escape  from  th«>  labyrinth  uldmately,  since 
tlie  ytlot,  wix9  sees  a  Scylia  under  his  bows,  must  not 
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for  tbe  time  fkmk  of  the  mme  dittnit  danpan  ef 
ChaiybdiA. 

In  this  mood,  the  Earl  of  Leicester  chat  day  m- 
sumed  his  chair  ai  the  council  table  of  Elizabeib ; 
and  when  the  hours  of  business  were  over,  in  this 
same  mood  did  he  occupy  an  honourod  place  naar 
ber,  during  hf»  pleasure  ezcursbn  on  the  Tbamas. 
And  never  did  he  display  to  more  advantage  bis 
powers  as  a  politician  of  the  first  rank,  or  his  pens 
as  an  accomplished  courtier.  > 

^t  cbanoed  that  in  that  day*s  oowidl  matters  woe 
agitated  touching  the  afiairaof  the  unfortunate  Hay, 
the  seventh  year  of  whose  captivity  in  England  was 
now  in  dole£al  currepcy.    There  bad  been  wnons 
in  favour  of  this  unhappy  princess  laid  before  Elin- 
beth's  ooniieil,*and  supported  with  much  streostbef 
argumenjl  by  Sussex  and  others,  who  dwelt  man 
upon  the  law  of  nations  and  the  bnach  of  ho^NCaIil|-, 
than,  however  softened  or  qualified,  was  agreeaUe  lo 
th^  Queen's  ear.    Leioeaier  adopted  the  coatiwy 
opinion  with  great  animation  and  eloquence,  and  de- 
scribed the  necessity  of  continuing  the  severe  reatniit 
of  the  Queen  of  Scots,  as  admeasure  essential  ia  As 
safety  of  the  kingdom,  and  pmrticulariy  of  Elizabsik^ 
sacred  person,  the  lightest  hair  of  whoae  heni  k& 
maintained,  ought,  in  their  lordships'  estinatio^  id 
be  matter  of  more  deep  and  anxious  confsem,  tna 
the  life  and  fortunes  of*  a  rival,  wlto,  after  eetnqg  m 
a  vain  and  unjust  pretence  to  the  throne  of  Enftel 
was  now,  even  while  in  the  bosOm  of  ber  c^wniB. 
the  constant  hope  and  theme  of  encouragement  lo  ill 
enenues  to  Elizabeth,  whether  at  home  or  abroad. 
He  ended  by  craving  pardon  of  their  loidsfaqM,  if  in 
the  zeal  of  speech  he  nad  given  any  oHe^ce;  but  the 
Queenis  safetv  was  a  theme  which  burned  him  be- 
yond liis  usual  moderation  of  debate. 

Elizabeth,  chkl  him,  but  not  severely,  for  the  weii^t 
which  he  atuched  un^ly  to  her  personal  interem: 
yet  she  owned,  that  siiMie  it  had  been  die  pleaaursei 
Heaven  to  combine  those  interests  with  the  wealaf 
her  subjects,  she  did  only  her  duty  when  she  adeyiad 
such  measures  of  self-preservation  as  circumsiaasv 
forced  upon  her;  and  if  the  council  in  their  wMdas 
should  be  of  opinion,  that  it  was  needful  to  coaliw 
some  restraint  on  the  nersgn  of  her  unhappy  ^Mmd 
Scotland,  she  trusted  they  would  not  blame  aflri 
she  reciuested  of  the  Countess  of  Shrewsbury  to  wm 
her  with  'as  much  kindness  as  might  be  conaisKot 
with  her  safe  ke<^ng.  And  with  tifis  intiniaooa  el 
her  plqasure^  the  council  was  dismissed. 

Never  was  more  anxious  a].d  ready  way  made  for 
"  my  Lord  of  Leicester,"  than  as  tie  passed  throufb 
the  crowded  anterooms  to  90  towards  the  rivet^ade, 
in  order  to,  attend  her  Majesty  to  her  barge— never 
was  the  voice  of  the  ushers  louder,  to  *'  make  room 
-7make  room  for  the  noble  Earl"— never  were  these 
signals  more  promptly  and  reverently  obeyed — sever 
were  mors  anxious  eyes  turned  on  him  tu  obtain  a 
glance  ef  favour,  or  even  of  mere  recogni lion,  while  the 
heart  of  manv  an  humble  follower  tlirobbed  beiwix 
the  desire  to  oner  his  congratulations,  and  the  iioar  ot 
intruding  himself  on  the  notice  of  one  so  infinltelf 
above  mm.  The  whole  court  considered  the  issue  0 
this  day's  audience,  expected  with  so  much  doubt  ant 
anxiety,  as  adedaive  triumph  on  the  part  of  Leiceeien 
and  ft>lt  assured  that  the  orb  of  his  rival  sateilitiv  ' 
not  altogether  obscured  by  his  lustre,  must  tevw 
hereafter  in  a  dimmer  and  more  distant  sphere.  S4 
thought  the  court  and  courtiers,  from  high  to  low| 
and  they  acted  sccordingly. 

On  the  other  hand,  never  did  Leicester  remm  the 
general  greeting  vnin  such  ready  and  condcsoendiai 
courtesy,  or  endeavour  more  successfully  to  gatbe 
(in  the  words  of  one,  who  at  that  moment  stood  a 
no  great  distance  from  him)  "golden  opinions  tram 
all  sorts  of  men." 

For  all  the  favourite  Earl  had  a  bow.  a  siuile  •« 
least,  and  often  a  kind  word.  Most  ot  these  ^^enii 
addressed  to  courtiere,  whose  names  have  long  g^ 

down  the  tide  of  oblivion ;  but  some,  to  WK-h  as  soi 

strangely  in  our  ears,  when  connected  with  the  ordb^l 
nary  roattcfs  of  human  life,  above  which  the  gratis 
tude  of  posterity  has  long  elevated  them.    MJeJm  e 
Leicester's  interlocutory  sentences  ran  aa  foQoiM* 


•Fflynmgs.  good  morrow,  and  bow  does  your  wife 
and  fair  daughter  7  Why  come  they  not  to  court  1— 
Adtam,  your  su:i  is  naunkt— the  Queen  will  grant  no 
more  monopoliea—but  I  may  serve  you  in  another 
matter.— My  good  Alderman  Aylford,  the  suit  of  the 
City,  aiTectiog  Qoeenhithe,  shall  be  forwarded  as  far 
IS  my  poor  intarest  can  serve.— Master  Edmund 


ftpenser,  touching  voiir  Irish  petition,  I  would  willingly 
■a  you,  from  my  love  to  t'     "*  -l  - -i      i 

BBtaed  the  Lord  Treasuiar. 


■d  you,  from  my  love  to  tfie  Muses ;  but  thou  hast 


"My  lord,"  said  the  poet;  "  were  I  permitted  to  ^- 
fbaa  '  •■— ■ 

**C6me  to  my  lodging,  Eifanund,*'  answered  the 
Etrt— **  not  to-morrow,  or  ne.tt  day,  but  soon.—Ha, 
WIH  Shakspeare— ivild  WiOl— thou  hast  given  my 
nephew,  Philip  Sidney,  love-iwwder— he  cannot  sleep 
without  thy  Venus  ffnd  Adonis  under  his  pillow  I  We 
will  have  thee  hanged  for  the  veriest  wizard  in  Europe. 
Hark  thee,  mad  wag,  I  have  not  forgotten  thy  matter 
of  the  patent,  and  of  the  bears." 

The  p/oyer  bowed,  and  the  Earl  nodded  and*  passed 
oii-~flO  that  age  would  have  told  the  ta]e--in  oura, 
periiapB,  we  might  say  the  immortal  had  done  homage 
to  the  mortal.  Tlie  next  whom  the  favourite  accosted, 
was  one  of  his  own  zealous  dependants. 

"  How  now,  Sir  Frands  Denning/'  he  whispered, 
■  answer  to  his  exulting  salutation,  ^  that  smile  hath 
mde  thy  face  shorter  by  one  third  tban  when  I  first 
mm  it  this  morning.— What,  Master  Bowyer,  stand 
TOQ  baclc,  and  think  you  I  bear  malice?  You  did 
M.  yoar  duty  this  morning ;  and  if  I  remember 
anghi  of  the  passage  betwixt  ns,  it  shall  be  in  thy 


Tlien  the  Ear!  was  approached,  with  several  fan- 
tasM.«ongees,  by  a  person  quaintly  dressed  in  a  doab- 
\A  Hi  black  velvet,  curiously  slashed  and  pmked  with 
ainiMm  satin.    A  lon$  cock's  feather  in  the  velvet 
bonne^  which  he  held  m  his  hand,  and  an  enormous 
nS^  sti^ned  to  the  extremity  of  the  absurd  taste  of 
the  timeB,  Joined  with  a  shaip,  lively,  conceited  ex- 
pnesaon  or  countenance,  seemed  to  body  forth  a  vain 
natebrained  eoxcomb,  and  slhall  Wit ;  while  the  rod 
he  held,  and  an  assumption  of  formal  authority,  ap- 
peared to  express  some  sense  of  official  consequence, 
which  qaalified  the  nafViral  pertness  of  his  manner.   A 

C^etual  blush,  which  occupied  rather  the  sharp  nose 
n  the  thin  cheek  of  this  personage,  seemed  to  speak 
■ore  of  **  good  life,"  as  it  was  ealled,  than  of  modesty : 
aid  the  manner  in  which  ha  approached  to  the  Ean 
ooRfirmed  that  sospidon. 

**  Qood  even  to  you.  Masttf  Robert  Laneham,"  said 
Leicester,  and  seemed  desirous  to  pass  forward,  with- 
out farther  speech. 
**  I  have  a  suit  to  your  noUa  lordship,'^  said  thefigure, 
boldly  following  mm. 

"  And  what  is  it,  good  master  keapar  of  the  council- 
chamber  door  r' 

**  CUrk  of  the  cotmdl-chamber  door,"  said  Master 
Bobart  Laneham,  with  emphasis,  by  way  of  reply,  and 
of  correction. 

"  Weil,  qualify  thine  office  as  thoo  wiltt  man,"  re- 
plied the  Earl ;  ''what  wouldst  thou  have  with  me?" 

*'  Simply,"  answefted  Laneham.  "  that  your  fordship 
would  be,  as  heretofore,  my  good  lord,  and  procure  me 
bceoae  to  attend  the  Summer  Progress  unto  your  lord- 
ihip*s  most  beautiful,  and  all-to-be  unmatched  Caatle 
of  Kenfl  worth." 

"To  what  pursosa^  good  Master  Laneham T"  re- 

Std  the  Karl;  ''bethiiUL  you,  my  guests  must  needs 
many?" 
''Not  ao  raany^"  replied  the  petitioner,  "but  that 

Cr  nobleness  wdl  willingly  spare  your  old  servitor 
crib  nnd  his  mess.    Bethink  you,  my  lord,  how 
L  neoiBBuy  is  this  rod  of  min&  to  fiigbt  away  all  those 
MMriL  who  else  would  play  ht  bo-peep  with  the 
iMRMMrable  coonctl,  and  be  saan:hing  for  keyholes 
isd  crannies  in  the  door  of  the  ohamber,  so  as  to 
;  jwdtor  my  staff  as  naedAil  as  a  fly-Hap  in  a  butcher's 

jllethinks  von  have  found  out  a  fly-blown  oom- 

PVMon  for  the  noftOuraUe  aouneil,  Master  Laneham," 

:  Mid  the  Earl :  "  but  seek  not  about  to  justify  it.   Come 

,  to  Keniweirth,  if  you  list ;  there  will  be  store  af  fools 

dan  basid«i,a«rB»  m  Witt  befttted  " 
1      VoaTiVr 


kenilWorth.  ai 

"  Nay,  an  there  be  foola,  my  lord."  replied  Laneham, 
with  much  glee, "  I  wairant  I  will  make  sport  among 
thern ;  for  no  greyhound  loves  to  cote  a  hare,  aa  I  to 
turti  and  course  a  fool.  But  f  have  another  singular 
favour  to  beseech  of  your  honour."  > 

"  Speak  it,  and  let  me  go,"  said  the  Earl;  "I  think 
the  dueen  comes  forth  instantly." 

**  My  very  good  lord,  I  would  tain  bring  a  bed-feUow 
with  me," 

"  How,  you  irreverent  rascal  1"  aaid  Leicester. 

"Nay,  my  lord,  mv  meaning  is  within  the  canona,*| 
answered  his  unblushing  or  rather  hia  ever-blushing 
petitioner.  "  I  have  a  wife  as  curious  as  her  grano- 
mother,  who  eat  the  apple.  Now,  take  her  with  me 
I  may  not,  her  Highness's  orders  being  so  strict 
against  the  offioere  bringing  with  them  their  wives  in 
a  progfesa,  and  ao  lumbering  the  court  with  woman- 
kind. But  what  I  would  crave  of  your  lordship,  is,  to 
find  room  for  her  in  some  munuiiery.  or  pretty  pa- 
geant, in  disguise,  as  it  were ;  so  that,  not  beuig 
kn^wn  for  mv  wife,  there  may  be  no  offence." 

"  The  foul  fiend  seize  ye  both !"  said  Leicester,  stung 
into  uncontrollable  paasion  by  the  recollections  which 
this  d^>eech  excited—"  Why  stop  you  mci  with  such 
follies  1" 

llie  terrified  clerk  of  the  chamber-door,  astonbhed 
at  the  buret  of  resentment  he  had  so  unconsciouslr 
pioduced,  dropped,  his  staff  of  office  from  his  hand, 
and  gazed  on  the  incensed  Earl  with  a  foolish  face  of  * 
wonder  and  tenor,  which  instantly  recalled  Leicester 
to  himself. 

*^I  meant  but  to  try  If  thou  badst  the  audacity 
which,  befits  thine  office,"  said  he  hastily.  "Come 
to  Kenilworth,  and  bring  the  devil  with  tneCi  if  thou 
wilt*" 

"  My  wifa^air,  hath  played  tbe  devil  ere  now,  in  a 
Mystery,  in  Queen  Mary's  time— but  we  shall  want  a 
trine  for  properties." 

"  Here  is  a  crown  for  thee,"  said  the  Earl,— "make 
ma  rid  of  thee— the  great  bell  ringa." 
.  Master  Robert  Laneham  stared  a  moment  at  tbe 
agitation  which  he  had  excited^  and  then  said  to  him- 
self as  he  stooped  to  pick  up  his  stafl*  of  office,  "The 
npLie  Earl  runs  wild  humours  to-day ;  but  thfey  who 
give  crowns,  expect  us  witty  follows  to  wink  at  their 
tmsettled  starts ;  and,  by  my  faith,  if  they  paid  not  for 
mercy,  we  would  finger  them  tightly  ?'♦ 
,  Iieicester  moved  hastily  on,  neglecting  the  courte- 
sies he  had  hitherto  disoensed^so  hoerally,  and 
hurrymg  through  the  courtly  crowd,  until  he  paused 
in  a  small  witndrawinff-room,  into  which  be  plunged 
to  draw  a  moment's  oreatii  imobserved,  and  in  se- 
clusion. 

**  What  am  I  now,"  he  aaid  to  himsel:^  '*  that  am 
thus  jaded  by  the  words  of  a  mean,  weatherbeaten, 
goose-brainca  gull  1— Conscience,  thou  art  a  blood- 
hound, whose  growl  wakea  as  readily  at  the  paltry 
stir  of  a  rat  or  mouse,  as  at  the  step  of  a  Hon.— Qan 
1  not  quit  myself^  by  one  bold  stroke  of  a  state  so 
irksome,  so  unhonoured  1  What  if  I  kneel  to  Eliza- 
beth, and,  owning  the  wboie,  throw  myself  ou  her 
mercy  1"— 

As  ne  pursued  this  tram  of  thoufdit,  the  door  of  the 
^lartment  opened,  and  Vaniey  rusned  in. 

.  "Thank  God,  my  lord,  that  I  have  found  you !"  was 
hia  exclamation. 

"  Thank  tbe  devil,  whose  agent  thou  art,"  was  the 
Earl's  reply. 

"Thank  whom  you  will,  my  lord,"  said  Vamey; 
"but  hasten  to  the  water-side.  The  Queen  is  on  board 
and  asks  for  you." 

"  Go,  say  I  am  taken  suddenly  ill,"  replied  Leieee- 
*  LUtle  it  known  of  Robert  Laneham,  tave  in  his  eurriowi  let- 
tor  to  a  fViend  in  London,  nvini  nn  aceount  of  Queen  Elisa- 
beth's enterUinmente  at  Kenilworth,  written  in  a  style  of  the 
DMMt  ioiolerable  ail^tatlon,  both  in  point  ofeonvMifition  and 
orthography-  He  describes  hinweir  ««  a  Ion  vivatu,  who  was 
wont  to  be  jolly  and  dry  In  the  moraint,  and  by  his  food-will 
would  be ehiefly  in  tbe  ooinpany of  theladleii.    Be  wes.  b]r  the 


jolly  and  dry  In  the  moraint,  and  by  his  good-will 

iiefl»  in  tbe  ooinpany  of  theladieii.    Be  wes,  by  the 

Interostof  Lcrd  Leicester,  Clerk  of  the  Connei)  Chambe^door| 


and  also  keeper  of  Uie  sama 
am  at  hand.    "'  ' 


r, 

.  ^. When  eounoil  site,"  says  he, "  I 

If  any  makes  a  babbling.  Pmcs,  sar  L    If  I  soe  ■ 

or  a  pryer  in  at  the  ehinki  or  loekhole,  I  am  presenVv 

on  the  bones  of  him.    If  a  fHend  eomes.  1  make  him  sit  dow« 
by  me  on  a  form  or  chest  /I1ie  rest  may  walk,  a  Ood's  name  1 

There  has  been  seldom  a  better  nor tmit  of  Uie  i - 

eeitvidselfiiapcnaneeorasmulmiBii     ' 


KfimLWQBfIU( 


[CvKT.xnir 


tor;  **  for,  hf  Heaven,  my  brtin  ewi  sotttin  this  no 
Monger  r 

♦H  may  well  say  to,"  said  Tamfey  ymth  bitierneea 
of  expreMion,  **  for  your  place,  ay,  and  mine,  who,  as 
yonrmastcr  of  horse,  was  to  have  attended  your  lord- 
ship, is  already  filled  up  m  the  Queen's  bar^e.  The 
new  minion.  Walter  Raleigh,  and  our  old  acquaint- 
ance Tressilian,  were  called  for  to  fill  our  places  Just 
asl  hastened  away  to  8e«*k  you." 

"  Thou  art  axicvil,  Vamey,"  said  Leicester,  hastily ; 
**  but  thou  hast  the  mastery  for  the  present-^I  follow 
tliee." 

Vamev  replied  not,  but  led  the  way  out  of  the  pa- 
lace, and  towards  the  river,  while  his  master  followed 
hnn,  as  if  mechanically;  until,  lookiagback,  he  said, 
in  a  tone  which  savoured  of  familiarity,  at  least,  if  not 
of  authority,  "  How  is  this,  my  lord  7— your  cloak 
hangs  on  one  side,— your  hose  are  unbraced— permit 
me'  — • — 

'*  Thou  art  a  fool  Vsrney,  as  well  as  a  knave,"  aaid 
Leicester,  shaking  him  ofll,  and  rqjeoting  his  officious 
assistance  f  **  we  are  best  thus,  sur— when  we  requiie 
you  to  order  our  person,  it  is  well,  but  now  we  want 
you  not" 

So  saying,  the  Rarl  resumed  at  once  his  air  of 
commandi  and  vidth  it  his  self-possession— shook  hjs 
dress  into  yet  wilder  disordei^-passed  before  Vamey 
with  the  air  of  a  sufterior  and  mastec;  and  in  hia  turn 
lad  the  way  to  the  river-side'. 

The  Queen's  barge  was  on  the  very  point  of  putting* 
ofF;  the  seat  allotted  to  Leicester  m  the  stem,  and 
that  to  his  master,  of  the  horse  on  the  bow  of  the 
boat,  being  already  filled  up.  'But  on  Leicester's  ap- 
proach there  was  a  pause,  as  if  the  baiigemen  antici- 
pated some  alteration  in  their  company.  The  angry 
spot  was,  however,  on  the  Queen's  oheek,  as,  in  that 
cold  tone  with  which  superiors  endeavour  to  veil  their 
internal  agitation,  while  sjpeaking  to  those  before 
whom  it  would  be  derogation  to  express  it,  she  pro- 
nounctxl  the  chilling  words—"  We  nave  waited,  my 
Lord  of  Leicester." 

"Madam,  and  most  gracious  Princess,*'  said  Lei- 
cester, "you,  who  can  pardon  so  many  weaknesses 
which  your  own  heart  never  knows,  can  best  bestow 
your  commiseration  on  the  agitations  of  the  bosom, 
,  which,  for  a  moment,  afiect  lK>th  head  and  limbs.  I 
came  to  your  presence^  a  doubting  and  an  accused 
subject ;  your  goodness  penetrated  the  clouds  of  de- 
famation, and  restored  me  to  my  honour,  and,  what 
is  yet  dearer,  to  your  favour— is  it  wonderful,  though 
for  me  it  is  most  unhappy,  that  my  master  of  the 
horse  should  have  found  me  in  a  state  which  scarce 
permitted  me  to  make  tlic  exertion  necessary  to  fol- 
low him  to  this  places  when  one  glance  of  your  High- 
ness, although,  alas !  an  angry  one,  has  had  power 
to  do  that  for  me,  in  which  Esculaipius  inigbt  have 
failed  1"  ^^ 

"How  IS  this?"  said  Elizabeth  hastily,  looking  at 
Vamey ;  "hath  your  lord  been  ill  7" 

"  Something  of  a  fainting  fit,"  answered  the  readj 
witted  Vamey,  "as  your  Orace  may  observe  from  his 
present  condition.  My  lord's  haste  would  not  per« 
nit  roe  leisure  even  to  bringhia  dress  into  order.'' 

"It  matters  not,"  said  Kilzabeth,  as  she  gazed 
on  the  noble  face  and  form  of  t«icester,  to  which 
even  the  strange  mixture  of  passions  by  which  he 
had  been  so  lately  agitated,  gave  additional  interest, 
*  make  room  for  my  noble  lord— Your  place,  Master 
Vamey,  has  been  filhxl  up ;  you  must  find  a  seat  in 
another  barge." 
Vamey  bowed,  and  withdrew. 
"And  you,  too,  our  youM  Sauire  of  the  Cloak," 
added  she,  looking  at  Raleigh,  '*  roust,  for  the  time, 
go  to  the  barge  of  our  ladies  of  honour.  As  for 
Trsssilian,  he  hath  ab^y  suffered  too  much  by  the 
caprice  of  women,  that  I  should  aggrieve  him  by  my 
diange  of  plan,  so  far  as  he  is  concerned." 

Leicester  seated  himself  m  his  place  in  the  barge, 
ana  dose  to  the  Sovereign  i  Raieigh  rose  to  retire, 
and  Tressilian  woold  have  oeen  so  ill-timed  hi  his 
courtesy  as  to  oflbr  to  relinquish  his  own  place  to  his 
friend,  nad  not  the  acute  glanoe  of  Raleikh  himself; 
who  seemed  now  in  bis  native  element,  made  him 
Bfttnahle,  that  so  ready  a  daclamation  of  the  royal 


favour  might  be  nninleravsled*  He  sate  dnb 
therefore,  whilst  Raleigh,  with  a  profound  bow,  ai^ 
look  of  the  deepest  humiliation,  was  about  to  m| 


his  place.  . 

A  noble  courtier,  the  gallant  Lord  1V31oughk|| 
__  L.  .L     _L-      imething  in  the  Queen's fii| 


h^s  real  or  assumed  m»^ 


'tohili 
>twW 


read,  as  he  thought, 

which  seemed  to  pity 

blance  of  mortification. 

"It  is  not  for  us  old  courtiers,"  ha  said,  "\l  . 
the  sunshine  from  the  young  ones.    I  ^11,  with 

Maiestys  leave,  relinquish  for  an  hoar  that  v^ 

her  subjects  hold  dearest,  (he  delight  of  her  ^|(k 
Viess's  pnsence,  and  moftify  nyseif  by  waUdngii 
star-luKht,  while  I  fJorsake  for  a  brief  season,  tbe|M 
ry  of  Diana's  own  beam*.  I  will  take  place  in  IN 
boat  which  the  ladies  occupy,  ani^permit  this  yong 
cavalier  his  hour  of  promised  faliaity."  ,i 

The  Queen  replied.  <with  an  eipression  bstwill 
mirth  and  earnest,  "If  you  an  so  wiUing  to  leave ^| 
my  lord,  we  cannot  help  the  morlificatioB.  Bi| 
under  favour,  we  do  not  thist  you— old  and  ei|l^ 
rienced  as  you  may  deem  youraelf— with  the  am4f 
our  young  ladies-  of  honour.  Tour  venerable  ^tk 
my  lord,"  she  eontinued,  amilisg,  "magr  be  better  is* 
sorted  with  that  of  my  Lord  Treasurer,  who  ioikMn 
in  the  third  boat,  and  whose  ezperisnca  even  mr  1^ 
WiUoughby's  may  be  improved  by." 

Lord  Wuloiwhby  hid  his  disappointment  undsa 
smile— laughed^  was  confosoL  bowed,  and  left  M 
Queen's  barge  to  go  on  boanf  my  Lond.Burleigiibi 
Leicester,  who  endeavoured  to  divert  us  tliouiAli 
from  aU  internal  reflation,  by  fizinfs  them  on  whtt 
was  passing  around,  watched  this  eircumstanos 
among  others.  But  when  the  bg^  putsff  froiB  Uw 
shore— when  the  music  sounded  from  a  btm  v&ioh 
accompanied  them— when  the  shouts  of  ibe  poirai 
lace  were  hoard  ih>m  the  shore,  and  all  reminded  him 
of  the  situation  in  which  he  was  plaoed,  he  sbstracv 
ed  his  thoughts  and  fS^lings  by  a  strong  effort  frd| 
every  thing  out  the  necessity  of  maiatsmin^  hsMI 
in  the  favour  of  his  patroness,  and  exerted  his  uM 
of  pleasing  captivation  with  such  suoossi,  ihatttl 
Queen,  alternately  delighted  witfai  his  oonversatiill 
and  alarmed  for  his  healtlL  at  Ungth  imposed  air^ 
porary  silence  on  him,  with  'olayfui  yet  anxioiise 
lest  his  flow  of  a>irits  should  exhaust  him. 

" My  lords^"  she  said,  "having  passed  for  a fl 
our  edict  of  silence  upon  our  good  Leicester,  ns^ 
call  you  to^  counsel  on  a  gamesome  matter,  nersi 
ted  to  be  now  treated  of,  amidBt  mirth  and  SMN 
than  in  the  gravity  of  our  aidinary  deliberaMMuM 
Which  of  you,  my  lordsj*  said  ahe,  8mil}ng,'*kn«i 
aught  of  a  pcution  fVom  Orson  Pinnit.  the  keeper, J 
he  qualifies  bimseli;  of  our  loyal  be«rs  \  Who  stall 
godfather  to  his  request  1"  «  J 

"  Marry,  with  your  Grace's  good  permission,  4 
do  I,"  said  the  Earl  of  Sussex.—"  OiBon  Pinnit  fi 
a  stout  soldier  before  he  was  so  mangled  by  \ 
skeoes  of  the  Irish  clan  MacDonougfa,  and  I  tri 
your  Grace  will  be,  as  you  always  have  been,  gtf 
miMress  to  your  good,  and  tnisty  aervants." 

"  Surely,"  said  the  Queen,  it  is  our  purpose  to 
So,  and  In  especial  to  our  poor  sc4diem  and  saito 
who  h/isard  their  Uvesfor  little  pay.  V^  would  gi« 
she  said,  with  her  eyes  sparkling,  "yonder  royalj 
lace  of  0UI8  to  be  an  hospital  for  th^  use,  rafl 
than  they  should  call  their  mistress  ungratelul.~4 
this  is  not  the  cpiestion,"  riie  saad,  ^  vcaoe,  wl 
had  been  awakened  by  ber  patriotic  feelings,  d 
more  subsiding  into  the  tone  of  gay  and  easy  coal 
sation  t  "  for  this  Orson  Piunit's  request  goes  sol 
thing  farther.  He  oomplain&  that  amidst  the  < 
treme  delighl  with  which  men  haunt  tbeplay-hMi 
and  in  es>ocial  their  eager  desivs  fbr  aeeuig  the  el 
bitioiis-ot  one  Will  Shakspeare,  (whonn.  I  thiok«] 
lords,  we  have  all  heard  something  «!,)  the  bm 
amusement  of  bear-betting  ia  falling  Uito  oompaTi 
neglect  t  nnee  m«i  will  ratiisr  .throng  to  see  tl 
roguish  players  kill  each  other  m  jest,  than  to 
our  royal  dogs  and  Imsib  woiry  eaca  other  in  bU 
earnest—What  say  you  to  this,  ray  Lord  of  t 
sexl" 

^^  Why,  truly,  graoioua  madam,"  said  Suasex, " 
must  expect  tittle  ftoni  an  old  soldier  like  lae  ii 
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TOOT  of  bat^  in  «port»  iHmbi  tiujr  ato  oompared 
with  battles  m  earnest ;  and  yet,  by  my  feith,  I  wish 
Will  Sbakej^eare  no  harm.  He  is  a  aumt  -fnan  at 
qiuarter-atafij  and  single  falchion,  though,  as  I  am 
toH  a  halun«  fellov^ ;  and  ha  stood,  they  say,  a 
towb  figlu  with  the  rangers  of  old  Sir  Thomas  Lucy 
of  Cbarfecot,  when  he  broko  his  deer-park  and  kissed 
hii  keeper's  daughter." 

;  " I  cry  yoa  mercy,  my  l«ord.of  Sussex,*'  aaid  Quean 
Cbabeth,  interrupuna;  him :  '^that  matter  was  heard 
in  couDcil,  and  wo  will  not  nave  thia  fellow's  ofTenee 
exaggerated— there  was  no  kissinn;  in  the  matter,  and 
,  the  aefendant  hath  put  the  denial  on  record.— But 
I  what  say  you  to  his  present  practice,  my  lord,  on  the 
MfB  1  m  there  lies  the  point,  and  not  in  any  wavs 
-towthiqa  his  former  errors,  m  oisakhig  parks,  or  toe 
other  JDUies  you  ispeak  of." 

'^Why,  trmy,  madam,"  replied  Sussex,  ^as  I  saki 

Mbn^  i  wiah  the  gamesoma  mad  fellow  no  injury. 

Sons  sf  his  wborsson  poetry  (I  craVe  your  Oaoe^s 

paidoA lor  Bucha  phrase)  hais  moff  in  mine  ears  as 

if  the  lines  sounded  to  boot  and  saddla    But  then  it 

istUfioth  andlbil]^-iio  substaiioeor  seriousness  in  it, 

»pur  Gnoe  has  abeady  wall  tosGfaed.— What  ar^ 

mK  a  doieo  kAawei^  with  rusty  foifai  aad  tattered  tar- 

KM^  makiiu  hut  a  mere  mockery  of  a  stout  Sght,  to 

oompare  to  the  royalgame  of  bear-baiting,  which  hath 

feagtfffaosdbyyourHighiieBs'scoumenanoe^  and  that 

^ioMr  royal' prsdeceasors;  in  this  ypur  prmoely  ktng- 

m.&sKiiia  for  nuitchlesa  mnstinB,  and  bold  bear- 

WBdsovarallChrifdendoml  Greatlyiaittobodotibt- 

«|iMt  thertioeof  bothwill  deeajK,  if  men  should  throng 

utiarthe  hinesof  an  xUe  player  belch  forth  non- 

MMieal  bombMtt,  instsad  of  bestowing  their  pence 

m  eooooraging  the  bratest  image  of  war  that  can  be 

■bown  in  peace,  and  that  is  the  sports  of  the  Bear- 

fudsQ.  Thereyou  may^see  the  bear  lying  at  guard 

with  hia  red  pinKV  eyes,  watching  the  onset  of  the 

Buutiff  like  B  Wtr^  oStftam,  who  maintains  bis  de- 

l»ei»:lBat.an  assailam  may  be  tempted  to  venture 

wiMHB  his  danger.    And. then  comes  Sir  Mastifl^  like 

isoffiiy  chanipion,.  in  full  career  at  the  throat  of 

m  adversary-and  then  shall  Sir  Bruin  teach  him 

AtJsward  for  those  who  in  their  over^oourage,  ne- 

Wtgt  tho  pohcies  of  war,  and,  catching  him  m  his 

IMS,  strata  him  to  his  breast  hke  a  lusty  wrestler, 

M  rib  aiJber  rib  crack  like  iha  shot* of  a  pistolet.— 

ui  then  another  mastifii  as  bold,  but  with  better 

iOkaiid  sotinder  jvdgment,  catches  Sir  Braui  by  the 

Mmt  lip)  and  hangs  ftst,  while  be  tosses  about  his 

Mood  and  slaver,  and  tries  in  vain  to  shake  Sir  Tai' 

hotfix>m  his  hold.    And  then" 

'^Nay,  by  tny  honour,  my  lord/'  said  the  Queen, 
'aqfihing,  "you hate descrioed  the  whole  so  admira* 
blv,  that,  bad  we  never  seen  a  bear-baiting,  as  we  have 
wwid  many,  and  hope,  with  hsaven's  allowance,  to 
nemany  oiorev  vour  words  were  sufficrent  to  put  the 
snsle  bear«garoen  belbre  our  eyes— But  come,  who 
Veaks  next  m  this  oaael^My  Lord  of  Leioester, 
what  say  you  T 

"Am  I  (hen  to  consider  myself  as  trnmuEzled^ 
tdflaae-yonr  Grace  7"  raphed  Leicester. 

"Sorely,  my  lord— that  is,  if  you  feel  hearty  enou^ 
ta  lake  part  ill  eikr  game,"  Answersd  Bhzabeth ;  '*  and 
yac,  whan  I  think  ^  your  cognizance  of  the.  bear  and 
ngii^  staC  saethiafcs  wo  had  betterhear  some  less 
Mlial  omior.'* 

Nay.  on  my  word,  ^racions  Princess,"  sakl  the 
Bad,  "  tnoogh  my  brother  Ambrose  of  Warwick  and 
1  do  carry  the  ancient  oogniaanoe  your  Highness 
dogns  to  reotember,  I  neverthetessdesure  nmhing  but 
tiir  play  on  all  rides:  or,  as  they  aay, '  fight  dog.  fight 
m.'  And  m  behalf  of  the  playera,  I  must  needs  say 
thailhey  are  witty  knaves,  ^riMse  rants  and  j^ts  keep 
dia  minds  Of  the  commons' from  busying  tnemselveit 
VQlh  state  affairs,  and  liatening  to  traitorous  soeeches, 
HBiBttioiirs,  and  disloyal  insinuations.  When  men 
■isagape  to  see  how  Mariow,  Shak^eare,  and  other 
m  artificers,  work  oat  then-  fanciftu  (»lot^  as  they 
Qul  diem,  the  mind  of  the  spectators  is  withdrawn 
BoiMbe  conduct  of  their  rulen." 

We  would  not  have  the  mind  of  oar  subjects  with- 

pivii  frmn  the  conaidenitkMr  of  our  own  conduct,  my 

M^aannraifihiabetl^t  "hceaass  ihsomradesely 


it  is  examined,  the  true  motives  by  which  we  are 
guided  will  appear  the  more  manijist" 

"I  have  heard,  howeverimadam,"  said  the  Deanot 
St.  Asaph's,  an  eminent  Puritan,  "that  fJiese  play- 
ers are  wont,  in  their  plays,  not  only  to  introduce  pro- 
fane and  lewd  expressions,  tending  to  foster  sin  and 
harlotry,  but  even  to  bellow  out  such  reflections  on 
government,  its  origin  and  its  object,  as  tend  to  ren- 
der the  subject  diM!on tented,  and  shake  the  solid  foun- 
dations tff  civil  society.  And  it  seems  to  be^  under 
your  Grace's  favour,  far  less  than  safe  to  permit  these 
naughty  foul>tnoutned  knaves  to  ridicule  the  godly 
for  their  decent  gravity,  and  in  blaspheming  heaven, 
and  slandering  ns  earthly  rulers,  to  set  at  defiance 
the  lat^s  both  of  God  and  man." 

"If  we  could  think  this  were  true,  my  lord,"  aaid 
Elizabeth,  "  we  should  give  sharp  correction  for  sudi 
ofienoes:  But  it  is  ill  arguing  asamst  the  use  of  any 
thing  from  its  abase.  And  touching  this  Shakspeare^ 
we  think  there  n  that  m  his  plays  that  is  worth  twen- 
ty Btar-gardens ;  and  that  this  new  undertaking  of 
his  Cbronides,  as  he  calls  them,  may  entertain,  with  * 
honest  mirth,  nvngled  with  usefrd  instruction,  not 
only  oor  subjects,  but  even  the  generation  which  luay 
succeed  to  us." 

**  Your  Majesty's  reign  will  need  no  such  feeble  akl 
to  make  it  remembered  to  the  latest  posterity,"  saul 
LeioesCer.  '*  And  yet,  fai  his  way,  Shakspeare  hath 
so  touched  some  incidents  of  your  Majesty's  happy 
government,  as  may  countervail  what  has  been  spoken 
by  his  Teverenoe  the  Dean  of  St.  Asaph's.  There  are 
some  lifies,  for  exmnpLe— I  would  my  nephew,  Philip 
Sidney,  were  here,  they^  are  scarre  ever  out  of  hia 
mouth— they  are  spoken  in  a  mad  tale  of  fairies,  love- 
charms,  and  I  wot  not  what  besides ;  but  beautiful 
they  ate,  however  abort  they  may  and  must  fall  of  the 
subject  to  which  theyhrar  a  bold  relation— and  Philip 
murmure  them,  I  thmk,  even  in  his  dreams."   . 

"  You  tantalize  us,  my  lord,"  said  the  Queen— 
*' Master  PhiHp  Sidney  is,  we  know,  a  minion  of  the 
Muses,  and  we  are  pleased  it  should  bo  so.  Valour 
never  shines  to  more  advantage  than  when  united 
with  the  tnie  taste  and  love  of  letters.  But  surely 
there  are  some  others  among  our  young  courtiers  who 
can  recollect  what  your  lordship  has  forgotten  amid 
weightier  affairs. — ^Master  Trcssilian,  you  are  de- 
scribed to  me  as  aworshipperof  Minerva— remember 
you  an^t  of  theae  lines?" 

Tressilian's  heart  was  too  hefevy,  his  prospects  in 
life  too  fatally  blighted,  to  profit  oy  the  opportunity 
which  the  Queen  thusofTcred  to  him  of  attracting  her 
attention,  but  he  determined  to  transfer  the  advantage 
to  his  more  ambitious  young  fnend;  and,  excusing 
himself  on  the  score  of  want  of  recollection,  he  added, , 
that  he  beh'eved  the  beautiful  verses^  of  which  my 
Lord  of  Leicester  had  spoken,  were  m  the  remem- 
brance of  Master  Walter  Raleigh. 

At  the  command  of  the  Queen,  that  cavalier  re- 
peated, with  accent  and  manner  which  e^eri  added  to 
their  exquisite  delicacy  of  tact  and  beauty  of  dcscrip* 
tion,  the  celebrated  vision  of  Oberon : 

"  That  rery  tine  I  mw,  (iiiit  thou  eonldttnotj 
Flyinff  bctwMn  the  cold  moon  and  Ihoeartii. 
C^pid,  all  aitn*d :  a  certain  aim  he  took 
Al  a  fair  vcatal.  thronOd  by  the  went ; 
And  leoa'd  hij  love-ahAft  nnartly  tynm  hia  t)OW, 
An  it  should  pierce  .a  hundred  rhoosand  hearts  ; 
.But  I  might  leeroufig  Cupid'a  fiery  ahaA 
Quench'd  in  tlie  chaste  beam:*  of  (he  watery  mooQ  i 
And  the  imperial  ▼of^eas  paaved  on. 
In  maiden  saedication,  ftney  Aaa.*' 

The  voice  of  Raleigh,  as  he  repeated  the  last  lints, 
beoame  a  little  tremulous  as  if  diffident  how  the 
Sovereign  to  whom  the  homage  was  addressed  might 
receive  rr,  e)[<iui8ite  as  it  was.  , If  this  diQidence  was 
afliected,  it  was  goodjiiilicy ;  but  if  real,  there  was  lit 
tie  occasion  for  it.  The  verses  were  not  probably  new 
to  the  Queen,  for  when  was  ever  such  elegant  flattery 
long  hi  Teaching  the  royal  ear  to  which  it  was  ad- 
dressed 7  But  they  were  not  the  less  welcome  wheii 
repeated  by  Rich  a  speaker  as  Raleigh.  Alike  delight- 
ed with  the  matter,  the  manner,  and  the  graceful  fomi 
and  animated  coimtcnance  of  the  galitint  young  rw 
citer,  Elizabeth  kept  time  to  every  cadence,  with  look 
mi  with  finger.    When  the  speaker  had  ceased  she 


murmnred  oter  th«  last  hnev  as  if  scarce  oonscioiis 
that  she  was  ovet^eard,  aad  as  she  uttered  the  words, 

*' In  maidra  meditaCkm,  ftncf  Ave,** 

ehe  dropt  into  the  Thames  the  supplication  of  Orson 
Pinnit,  keeper  of  the  royal  bears,  to  fiiid  more  fa- 
vourable acceptance  at  Sheemess,  or  wherever  the 
tide  might  waft  it. 

Leicester  was  si)urred  to  emulation  hy  the  success 
of  the  younz  courtier's  exhibition,  as  the  veteran  racer 
;s  roused  whien  a  high-mettled  colt  passes  him  on  the 
way.  He  turned  the  discourse  on  shows,  banquets, 
pageants,  and  on  the  character  of  those  by  whom 
these  gay  scenes  were  then  frequented.  He  mixed 
acute  observation  with  light  satire,  in  that  .iust  pro- 
portion which  was  free  alike  from  malignant  slander 
and  insipid  praise.  He  mimicked  with  ready  accent 
the  manners  of  the  affected  or  the  clownish,  and 
made  his  own  graceful  tone  and  manner  seem  doubly 
such  when  he  resumed  it.  Foreign  countries— their 
customs— their  manners— the  rules  of  their  courts— 
the  fashions,  and  even  the  dress  of  their  ladies,  were 
equally  his  theme ;  and  seldom  did  he  conclude  with- 
out conveying  some  compliment,  always  couched  in 
delicacy,  anuexpressed  with  propriety,  io  the  Virgin 
Queen,  her  court  and  her  SQvernmenL  Thus  passed 
the  conversation  during  this  pleasure  voyag&  second- 
ed by  ^e  rest  of  the  attendants  upon  the  royal  person, 
in  gay  discourse;  varied  by  remarks  upon  andent 
classics  and  modern  authors,  and  enriched  by  max- 
ims of  deep  policy  and  sound  morality,  by  the  states- 
men and  sages  who  sate  around,  ana  maed  wisdom 
with  the  lighter  talk  of  a  female  court. 

When  tliey  returned  to  (he  palace,  Elizabeth  ac- 
cepted, or  rather  selected,  the  arm  of  Leicester,  to  sup- 
port her,  from  the  stairs  where  they  landed,  to  the 
great  gate.  It  even  seemed  to  him,  {.though  tliat 
might  arise  from  the  flattery  of  his  own  imagmation,) 
that  during  this  short  passage^  she  leaned  on  him 
somewhat  more  than  the,  slippiness  ,of  the  way  ne- 
cessarily demanded.  Certainly  ner  actions  and  words 
combined  to  express  a  degree  of  favour,  which,  even 
in  his  proudest  days,  he  nad  not  till  then  attained. 
His  rivol,  indeed,  was  repeatedly  graced  by  the 
Queen's  notice;  but  it  was  in  a  manner  that  seemed 
to  flow  less  from  spontaneous  inclinatioiL  than  as 
extorted  by  a  sense  of  his  merit.  And.  iu  the  opinion 
of  many  experienced  courtiers,  all  the  favour  she 
showed  him  was  overbalanced  by  her  whispermg  in 
■the  ear  of  the  Lady  Derby,  that  ''^now  she  saw  sick* 
ncss  was  a  better  alchvmist  than  she  before  Wotted 
of,  seeing  it  had  changed  my  Lord  of  Sussex's  OQpper 
nose  into  a  golden  one." 
'The  jest  transpired,  and  the  Earl  of  Leicester  en- 
ed  his  triumph,  as  one  to  whom  court  favour  had 
_  _  MX  both  the  primary  and  the  ultimate  motive  of  life^ 
while  he  forgot  in  the  intoxication  of  (he  moment,  the 
pcrplexitiesand  dangers  of  his  own  situation.  Indeed, 
strange  as  it  may  appear,  bethought  less  at  that  mo« 
nient  of  the  perils  ansingfrom  his  secet  union,  than 
of  the  marks  of  grace  which  Elizabeth  fh>m  tune  to 
time  showed  to  young  Raleigh.  They  were  indeed 
transient,  but  they  were  conferred  on  one  accomplish' 
ed  in  mind  and  body,  with  grace,  gallantry,  literature, 
and  valour.  An  accident  occurred  in  the  course  of 
the  evening  wliich  riveted  Leicester's  attentk>n  to  this 
object. 

The  nobles  and  courtiers  who  had  attended  the 
Queen  on  lier  pleasure pxpedition,  were  invited,  with 
royal  hospitality,  to  a  splendid  banquet  in  the  hall  of 
the  palace.  The  table  was  not,  indeed,  graced  by  the 
presence  of  the  Sovereign ;  for,  agreeable  to  her  idea 
of  what  was  at  once  modest  and  digniiicd,  the  Blaid- 
en  Queen,  on  such  occasions,  was  wont  to  take  in 
private,  or  with  one  or  two  fa}(purite  ladks,  her  liglit 
and  temperate  meal.  After  a  moderate  interval,  the 
rourt  again  met  in  the  splendid  cardens  of  the  palace} 
and  it  was  while  thus  engaged,  that  the  Queen  sud- 
denly asked  a  lady,  who  was  near  to  her  both  in 
place  and  favour,  what  had  become  of  the  young 
Souirc  Lack-Cloak.  \ 

The  Lody  Paget  answered,  "she  hnd  seen  Master 
Raleigh  but  two  or  three  minutes  since,  standing  at 
'tils  window  of  a  small  paviUon  or  pleasure  *~ 


which  looked  oat  6n  the  Thtmee,  end  writing  on  tU 
glass  with  a  diamond  ring.*'  1 

^  That  ring,"  said  the  Queen,  '*  was  a  small  tokei 
I  gave  him,  to  make  amends  for  his  spoiled  menth 
Come,  Paget,  let  us  see  what  um  be  has  made  of  i 
for  I  can  see  through  him  already.  He  is  a  marra 
Lously  sharp-wittea  spirit.'* 

They  went  to  the  QMt,  within  sight  of  whidi.  ImI 


at  some  distance,  the  young  cavalier  still  lingereVa 
the  fowler  watches  the  net  which  he  has  set.  n 
Queen  approached  the  window,  on  which  Rafeigl 
had  used  ner  gift,  to  inscribe  the  following  line  ^ 
**  Fam  woald  I  elimb,bvt  tliat  I  ter  to  USL" 

The  Queen'  smiled,  read  it  twice  over,  ones 
deliberation  to  Lady  Pa^t,  and  once  a^ein  to  . 
self.    *'  It  is  a  pretty  beginning,"  she  saSd,  after 
consideration  of  a  moment  or  twoi  "but  null]' 
the  muse  hath  deaerted  the  young  wit,  at  the  _ 
outset  of  his  task.    It  were  good-natnred    wcw 
not.  Lady  Paost—to  complete  it  for  him  t    Tiy 
rhymmgiacultiee." 

Lady  Paget,  prosaic^  from  her  cradle  i^waitAa  si 
ever  any  lady  of  the  bedchamber  before  or  afttf  lo}' 
disclaimed  all  possibility  of  HMJiiiing  the  ^uog  pmL 
"  Nay,  then,  we  must  sacrifice  to  the  Muam  sv- 
selves,"  said  Elizabeth. 
"  The  incense  of  no  one  can  be  more  aeoepnUi^^ 
id  Lady  Paget;  "and  your  higjmeaa  ^vfll  nnpM  * 
en  obligation  oil  the  lames  of  Pameesaa**- 
"Hu^ Paget,"  saki  the  Queen,  '*yoo  ^teak  ■»• 
rilegs  agamst  the  immortal  Nine—yet  ^iqins  then* 
selves,  they  jshould  be  exorable  to  a  Virgui  C 
and  therefore— let  me  see  how  nms  hia  i 


sai< 
suci 


'  Faia  woald  1  olimb,  hot  that  I  Iter  to  telL' 

Might  not  the  answer  (for  fotdt  of  a  better)  laa 
thus— 

iruiraaind  fkH  tliee,  do  not  clio^atan." 

The  dame  of  honour  uttered  an  ezdamation  ctjtf  . 
and  surprise  at  so  haiipy  a  tarminatwo}  an4  eertaa- 
ly  a  worse  has  been  applauded,  even  when  oonmi 
from  a  less  distinguished  author. 

The  Queen^  thus  enconraged,  took  off  a  diainoH 
ring»  and  saying,  ^  We  will  ave  this  gallant  eoai 
cause  of  marvel,  when  he  finds  hii  couplet  neifecMl 
without  his  own  interference^"  she  wrote  ner  ewa 
Hne  beneath  that  of  R^igh. 

The  Qoeen  leA  the  pavilion— hat  retiring  tka^, 
and  oilten  hiking  back,  she  could  see  the  yoaK 
cavalier  steal,  with  the  flight  of  a  lapwings  towarv 
the  place  where  he  had  seen  her  make  a  panaer- 
'*  She  staid  but  to  observe,"  as  she  said,  *'that  bcr  < 
train  had  taken }"  and  then,  laughing  at  the  drcaB- 
stance  with  the  Lady  Pa^et,  she  took  the  way  afew- 
ly  towards  the  palace,  fitizabeth,  aa  they  retomedl 
cautioned  her  companion  not  to  mentxm  to  any  one 
the  aid  which  she  had  given  to  the  young  poet—aad 
Lady  Paget  promised  acntpolous  secrecy.  1 1  ia  to bs 
mipposedj  that  she  made  a  mental  reserration  in  h- 
vour  of  Leicester,  to  whom  her  ladyship  transmitted 
without  delay  an  anecdote,  so  tittle  calculatad  id  give 
him  pleasure.  ' 

Raleigh,  in  the  meanwhile,  stole^back  to4fae  wia- 
dow,  and  read,  with  a  feeting  of  intoxieatfonj  the  ea- 
couragement  thus  given  him  by  the  Queen  fai  pensa 
to'  follow  out  his  ambitious  career,  and  lemintg  is 
Sussex  and  his  retinue,  then  on  the  point  of  embaii- 
mg  to  go  -up  the  nver.  bis  heart*  beatinff  high  with 
gratified  pride,  and  with  hope  of  ftitara  discinclion. 

The  reverence  due  to  the  person  of  the  Earl  prs* 
vented  any  notice  being  taken  of  the  reoeptwn  he 
had  met  with  at  court,  untU  they  had  landed,  and  ibi 
anbledi     '  .   «    -  —    . 


household  were  assembled  ia  the  great  ball  at  Say's 
Court ;  while  that  lord,  exhausfea  by-  his  lale  ilhieia 
and  the  fatigues  of  the  day,  bad  retired  to  his  chamber, 
demanding  the  attendance  of  Wayland,  his  aaeeeie 
fill  physician.  Wayland,  however,  was  nowhere  loht 
found ;  and,  while  some  of  the  party  were,  with  nuli- 
tary  impatiencoL  seeking  him,>and  cursing  his  absenei^ 
the  rest  flocked  around  .Raleigh,  to  oongratuiale  baa 
oa  his  proanects  of  court  favour. . 

He  bad  the  good  taate  and  judgment  to  cooceel  IM 
deoiahrecatoiniftiAeaof  theooivis^  tawhkhr" 
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beth  had  deigned  to  find  a  rhymet  bfut  other  indica- 
cboB  had  tranapired,  which  plainly  intimated  that  be 
had  made  some  progreas  in  the  Queen'a  favour.  All 
hastened  to  wish  him  joy  on  the  mended  appearance 
of  his  fortune :  some  from  real  regard ;  some,  perhaps, 
j^m  hopes  that  his  preferment  might  hasten  their 
own ;  and  most  firom  a  mixture  of  these  motives,  and 
I  a  sense  that  the  countenance  shown  to  any  one  of 
Sussex's  household,  was,  in  fact,  a  triumph  to  the 
whole.  Raleigh  returned  the  kindest  thanks  to  them 
all,  disowning,  with  hecoming  modesty,  that  one 
day's  fair  reception  made  a  fovourite,  any  more  than 
one  swallow  a  sunmier.  But  he  observed  that  Blount 
did  not  join  in  the  general  congratulation,  and  some- 
what hurt  at  his  apparent  uokindness,  he  plainly 
asked  him  the  reason. 

Blount  replied  with  eqnal  aincerity-— **  My  good 
Walter,  I  wish  thee  as  well  as  do  any  of  these  chat- 
tering gulls,  who  are  whisthng  and  whooping  gratu- 
lations  in  thine  ear,  because  it  seems  fair  weather 
with  thee.  But  I  fear  for  thee.  Walter,"  (and  he 
wiped  his  honest  eyej  "I  fear  tor  thee  with  all  my 
heart.  These  court-tncks,  and  gambols,  and  flashes 
of  line  women's  fiivour,  are  the  tricks  and  trinkets 
that  bring  fair  fivtunes  to  farthings,  and  fine  faces 
and  witty  ooxcornDs  to  the  acquaintance  of  dull  block 
and  shan^  axes.'* 

'  So  8a>ing,  Blount  arose  and  left  the  hall,  while 
Raleigh  looked  after  him  i^th  an  expression  that 
blanked  for  a  moment  his  bold  and  animated  coun- 
tenance. 

Suniey  just  then  entered  the  hall,  and  said  to 
Tressilian,  ^*  My  lord  is  ealling  for  your  fellow  Way- 
land,  and  your  lellow  Wayland  is  just  come  hither  m 
a  sculler,  and  is  calling  for  you.  nor  will  he  go  to  my 
lord  till  he  sees  you.  The  fellow  looks  as  ne  were 
mued,  methinks— I  would  you  would  ^ee  him  imme- 
diately." 

IVessilian  instailtly  left  the  h«dl,  and  causmg  Way- 
iaod  Smith  to  be  shown  into  a  withdrawing  apart- 
ment, and  lights  placed,  he  conducted  the  artist  thi- 
ther, and  was  surprised  when  be  observed  the  emo- 
tion of  hia  countenance. 

"  What  is  the  matter  with  yoii,  Smith?"  said  Tres- 
silian:  '*havo  you  seen  the  devil  ?" 

"Worse,  sir,  worse,"  relied  Wayland,  "I  have 
seen  a  basilisk.  Thank  God,  I  saw  him  first,  for 
being  bo  seen«  and  seeing  not  me,  he  will  do  the  less 
harrn." 

"In  God's  name,  speak  aozise,"  said  Tressilian, 
'*  and  say  what  you  mean !" 

*•  I  have  seen  my  old  master,"  said  the  artist— 
'*L.ast  night,  a  friend  whom  I  had  acquired,  took  me 
to  see  the  palace  clock,  judging  me  to  be  curious  in 
such  works  of  art  At  the  window  of  a  turret  next 
to  the  clock-house  I  saw  my  old  master." 

'*  Thou  must  needs  have  been  mistaken,"  said 
Tressilian. 

"I  wBSi\ot  mistaken,"  said  Wayland— '* He  that 
once  hath  tiis  features  by  hearty  would  know  him 
amongst  a  million.  He  was  anticly  habited ;  but  he 
cannot  disguise  himself  from  me,  God  be  praised,  as  1- 
can  from  him.  I  will  not,  however,  tempt  Providence 
by  remaining  within  his  ken.  Tarlton  the  player  him- 
eef  Could  not  so  disguise  himself^  but  that,  sooner 
or  later,  Doboobie  would  find  him  out.  I  must  away 
to-morrow ;  for,  as  we  stand  toseiher,  it  were  death 
to  me  to  remain  within  reach  of  nim." 
'*  But  the  Earl  of  Sussex?"  said  Tressilian. 
"He  is  in  little  danger  from  what  he  has  hitherto 
taken,  provided  he  swallow  the  matter  of  a  bean's 
size  of  the  Orvietan,  every  morning  fastin^^but  let 
him  beware  of  a  relapse.'' 

**And  how  is  that  to  be  guarded  against!"  said 
Tressilian. 

"  Only  by  such  eaution  as  you  would  use  against 
thedeviy*  answered  Wayland.  '*.t>et  my  lord's  clerk 
sf  the  kitchen  kill  his  lord's  meat  himself,  and  dress 
it  himself,  using  no  spice  bui  what  he  procures  fi-om 
the  surest  hands— Let  the  sewer  serve  it  up  himself, 
and  let  the  master  of  ray  lord's  household  see  that 
both  clerk  and  sewer  taste  the  dishes  which  the  one 
dreaaes  and  the  other  serves.  Let  my  lord  use  no. 
pcffomes  which  come  not  from  well  acccedited  per- 


sons; no  unenents— no  pomades.  Let  him,  on  no 
account,  drink  with  strangers,  or  eat  fruit  with  them, 
either  in  the  way  of  nooning  or  otherwise.  Espe- 
cially, let  him  observe  such  caution  if  he  goes  to  Ken- 
il worth— the  excuse  of  his  illness,  and  his  being  un- 
der diet,  will,  and  must,  cover  the  strangeness  of 
such  practice." 

"And  thou,"  said  Tressilian,  "what  dost  thott 
think  to  make  of  thyself?" 

"France,  Spain,  either  India,  East  or  West,  shall 
be  my  refuge,"  said,  Wayland,  "  ere  I  venture  my 
life  by  residing  within  ken  of  Doboobie,  Demetnuoi 
or  whatever  else  he  calls  himself  for  the  time." 

"Well,"  said  Tressilian,  "this  happens  not  inop- 
portunely—I  had  business  for  you  in  Berkshire,  but 
m  the  opposite  extremity  to  the  place  where  thou  art 
known ;  and  ere  thou  hadst  found  out  this  new  rea- 
son for  living  private,  I  had  settled  to  send  thee 
thither  upon  a  secret  embaesajte." 

The  artist  expressed  himself  willing  td  receive  hia 
commands,  and  Tressilian,  knowing  he  was  well  ao* 
Quainted  with  the  /outline  of  his  business  at  court, 
frankly  explained  to  him  the  whole,  mentioned  the 
agreement  which  subsisted  betwixt  Giles  Gosling 
and  him,  and  told  what  had  that  day  been  averred 
in  the  presence-chamber  by  Varney,  and  supported 
by  Leicester. 

"  Thou  seest"  he  added, ,"  that,  in  the  drcunistaii- 
ces  in  which  I  am  placed,  it  behooves  me  to  keep  a 
narrow  watch  on  the  motions  of  these,  unprincipled 
men,  Vamey  and  his  complices,  Foster  and  Lan^ 
bourne;  as  well  as  on  those  of  my  Lonl  Leicester 
himaelL  who,  I  suspect,  is  partly  a  deceiver,  and  not 
altogether  the  deceived  in  that  matter.  Here  is  my 
ring,  as  a  pledge  to  Giles  Grosling— here  is  besides 

SMd,  which  shall  be  trebled  if  thou  serve  me  faith« 
lly.  Away  down  to  Cumnor,  and  see  what  hap- 
pens there.'' 

"I  go  with  double  good- will,"  said  the  artist,  "firat 
because  I  serve  your  honour,  who  has  been  so  kind 
to  me,  and  then,  that  I  ^nay  escape  my  old  mastcff', 
who,  if  not  an  absolute  incarnation  of  the^deiril, 
has,  at  least,  as  much  of  the  demon  about  him,  in 
will,  word,  and  action,  as  ever  polluted  humanity.— 
And  yet  let  him  take  care  of  me.  I  fly  him  now,  as 
heretofore:  but  If,  like  the  Scottish  wild  cattle,*! 
am  vexed  by  frequent  pursuit,  I  may  turn  on  him  in 
hate  and  desperation.— Will  your  honour  command 
my  nag  to  be  saddled  ?  I  will  but  give  the  medicine 
'  to  my  ford,  divided  in  its  proper  proportions,  with  a 
few  instructions.  His  safety  will  then  depend  on  the 
care  of  his  friends  and  domestics— for  the  past  he  is 
guarded,  but  let  him  beware  of  the  future.' 

Wayland  Smith  accordingly  made  his  farewell  visit 
to  the  Earl  of  Sussex,  dictated  instructions  as  to  bis 
regimen,  and  precautions  concerning  his  diet,  and  left 
Say's  Court  without  waiting  for  morning. 


CHAPTER    XVin. 


-  The  moment  come^" 


It  It  alrcadf  come— when  tluni  nrast  write 
The  abMlate  total  of  thj  iif^'n  vast  ram. 
The  noniteilatioM  stand  Tieiorioiia  o'er  thee. 
The  planets  shoot  ffood  fortune  in  &ir  junction!, 
And  tell  Uiee,  "  Now's  tt>e  time.'* 

BoiiuXBii's  WaUenMt9in,  Or  Colbrimil 

Whe;»  Leicester  returned  to  his  lodging,  after  a  day 
so  important  and  so  harassing,  in  which,  afier  riding 
out  more  than  one  gale,  and  touching  on  more  than 
one  shoal,  his, bark  had  finally  gained  the  harbour 
with  banner  displayed,  he  seemed  to  experience  as 
much  fatigue  a^  a  mariner  after  a  perilous  storm.  He 
spoke  not  a  word  while  his  chamberlain  exchanged 
his  rich  cotirt-mantle  for  a  furred  nidit-robe,  and 
when  this  officer  signified  that  Master  Varney  desired 
to  speak  with  his  lordship,  he  replied  only  by  a  sullen 
nod.  Varney,  however,  entered,  acoepiing  this  aignal 
as  a  permission,  and  the  chamberlain  wiindrew. 
The  Earl  remained  silent  and  almost  motionless  ia 
*  A  remnant  of  tiio  Wild  cattle  of  Soothind  are  preserved  a 
Chillinirham  Castin,  nc^r  Wooler,  in  Northumberland,  the  seal. 
of  Lord  Tankerville.  Tliey  fly  before  stranfeni ;  but  if  aisthilxnl 
and  followed,  they  turn  with  ftiry  on  tboae  who  peisist  is  ea« 
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his  chair,  his  bead  recimed  on  fa)s  hana.  and  his  elbow 
mating  on  the  table  which  sUxxi  beside  him,  without 
seeming  to  be  consciotis  of  the  entrance,  or  of  the 
presence,  of  his  confidant.  Vamey  waited  for  some 
minutes  until  he  should  speak,  desirous  to  know  what 
was  the  finally  predominant  mood  of  a  mind,  through 
which  so  many  powerful  emotions  had  that  day,  taken 
their  course.  But  he  waited  in  vain,  for  Leicester 
continued  still  silent,  and  the  confidant  saw  himself 
under  the  necessity  of  bein^  the  first  to  speak.  "  May 
I  congratulate  your  lordehip,"  he  said,  "  on  the  de- 
served superiont^  you  have  this  day  attained  over 
your  most  formidable  rival  7" 

Leicester  raised  his  head,  and  answered  sadly,  but 
without  anger,  "  Thou^  Vamey,  whose  ready  inven- 
tion has  involved  me  m  a  web  of  most  mean  and 
perilous- falsehood,  know^st  best  what  small  reason 
there  is  for  gratulation  on  the  subject." 

"  Do  you  blame  me,  my  lord,''^  said  Vamey,  *Vfor 
not  betraying,  on  the  first  push,  the  secret  on  which 
your  fortunes  depended,  and  which  ypu  have  so  oft 
and  so  earnestly  recommended  to  my  safe  keeping  7 
Your  lordship  was  present  in  person,  and  might  have 
contradicted  me  and  ruined  yourself  by  an  avowal  of 
the  truth ;  but  surely  it  was  no  part  of  a  faithful  ser- 
vant to  have  done  so  without  your  commands." 

"  I  cannot  deny  it,  Vamey,^'  said  the  Earl,  rising 
and  walking  across  the  room ;  "  my  own  ambition 
has  been  traitor  to  my  love." 
"  Say,  rather,  my  lord,  that  your  love  has  been  trai- 
tor to  your  greatness,  and  barred  you  fi^om  such  a 
fAvspect  of  honour  and  power  as  the  world  cannot 
ofler  to  any  other.  To  make  my  honoured  lady  a 
countess,  you  have  missed  the  chance  of  being  your- 
self"  

He  paused,  and  seemed  unwillmg  to  complete  the 
sentence. 

"  Of  being  myself  what  ?"  demanded  Ldoester ; 
•*  speak  out  thy  meaning,  Vamey." 

•*^Of  being  yourself  a  KING,  my  lord,"  replied 
Vamey;  '^  and  King  of  England  to  boot!— It  is  no 
treason  lo  our  Queen  to  wiy'  so.  It  would"  have 
chanced  by  her  obtaining  that  which  all  tme  subjects 
wish  her— a  lusty,  noble,  a/id  gallant  husband." 

"  Thou  ravest,  Vamfey,"  answered  Leicester.  "  Be- 
sides, our  times  have  seen  enough  to  make  men 
loathe  the  Crown  Matrimonial  which  men  take  from 
their  wives'  lap.    There  was  Darnley  of  Scotland." 

"  He !"  said  Vamey;  "  a  gull,  a  fool,  a  thrice  sod- 
den ass,  who  suffered  himself  lo  be  fired  off  into  the 
air  like  a  rocket  on  a  rejoicing  day.  Had  Mnry  had 
the  hap  to  have  wedded  the  noble  Earl  once  destined 
to  share  her  throne,  she  had  experienced  a  husbarid 
of  different  mettle ;  and  her  husband  had  found  in 
her  a  wife  os  complying  and  loving  as  the  mate 
of  the  meanest  squire,  who  follows  the  hounds  a- 
horseback,  and  holds  her  husband's  bridle  as  he 
mounts." 

'*  It  might  have  been  as  thou  sayst,  Vamey,"  said 
Leicester,  a  brief  smile  of  self-satisfaction  passing 
over  his  anxious  countenance.  "  Henry  Daraley 
knew  little  of  women— with  Mary,  a  man  who  knew 
her  sex  might  have  had  some  chance  of  holding  his 
own.  But  not  with  Elizabeth,  Vamey— for  I  tnink 
God,  when  he  gave  her  the  heart  of  a  woman,  gave 
her  the  head  of  a  man  to  control  its  follies.— No,  I 
know  her.— She  will  accept  love-tokens,  ay,  and  re- 
quite them  with  the  like— put  sugared  sonnets  in  her 
bosom— ay,  and  answer  them  too— push  gallantly  to 
the  very  verge  where  it  becomes  exchange  of  affec- 
tion—but she  writes  nil  uUra  to  all  which  is  to  follow, 
and  would  not  barter  one  iota  of  her  own  supreme 
nowei  for  all  the  alphabet  of  both  Cupid  ana  Hy- 
men. 

"  Tlie  better  for  you,  my  lord,"  said  Varncy,  "  that 
is,  m  the  case  supposed,  if  such  be  her  disposition ; 
fince  you  think  you  cannot  aspire  to  become  her 
husband.  Her  favourite  you  are^  and  may  remain,  if 
the  lady  at  Cunmor-Place  contmuea  in  heripresent 
fibscurity." 

"Poor, Amy!"  said  I^icester,  with  a  deep  sigh; 

'  she  desires  so  earnestly  to  be  acknowledged  in  pre- 
sence of  Qod  and  man  1" 
**  Ay,  but,  my  k)rd,"  said  Vamey,  "  is  her  desire 


reasonable  t— that  is  tne  question.— Her  religioiii 
scruples  are  solved— she  is  an  honoured  and  beloved 
wiife— enjoying  the  society  of  her  husband  at  such 
times  as  his  weightier  duties  permit  him  to  afford,  her 
his  company— what  would  she  more?  lam  right 
sure  that  a  lady  so  gentle  and  so  loving  would  con- 
sent to  live  her  life  through  in  a  certain  obscurity— 
which  is,  after  all,  not  dimmer  than  when  she  was 
at  Lidcote  Hall— rather  than  diminish  the  least  jot 
of  her  lord's  honours  and  greatness  by  aprematore 
attempt  to  share  them." 

"  'There  is  something  m  what  thou  say'st,"  said 
Leicester ;  "  and  her  appearance  here  were  fatal— yet 
she  must  be  seen  at  Kenil  worth :  Elizabeth  will  not 
forget  that  ^e  has  so  appointed." 

*^Lct  me  sleep  on  that  hard  point,"  said  Vamey; 
**  I  cannot  else  perfect  the  device  I  have  on  the  stithy, 
which  I  trast  will  satisfy  the  Queen  and  please  my 
honoured  lady,  yet  leave  this  fatal  secret  where  it » 
now  buned.— Has  your  lordshq)  farther  commandf 
for  the  night  7" 

"  I  would  be  alone,"  said  Leicester.  *'  Leave  me, 
and  place  my  steel  casket  on  the  Uble.— Be  within 
summons." 

Vamey  retired— and  the  Earl,  ojftning  the  window 
of  bis  apartment,  looked  out  long  and  anxiously  upon 
the  brilliant  host  of  stars  which  glimmered  in  the 
splendour  of  a  summer  firmament.  The  words  hurst 
from  him  as  at  unawares— "  I  had  never  more  need 
that  the  heavenly  bodies  should  befriend  me,  for  my 
earthly  path  is  darkened  and  confused." 

It  is  well  known  that  the  age  reposed  a  deep  oon 
fidence  in  the  vain  predictions  of  judidal  astrology, 
and  Leicester,  though  exempt  ttom  the  general  con- 
trol of  superstition,  was  not  in  this  respect  superior 
to  his  time ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  was  remarkable 
for  the  encouragement  which  he  gave  to  the  profes- 
sors of  this  pretended  science.    Indeed,  the  wish  to 
pry  into  futurity,  so  general  amons  the  human  race, 
IS  peculiarly  to  oe  found  amongst  tnose  who  trade  in 
state  mysteries,   and ,  the  dangerous  intrigues  and 
cabals  of  courts.    With  heedful  precaution  to  see 
that  it  had  not  been  opened,  or  us  locks  tamjiered 
with,  Leicester  applied  a  key  to  the  steel  cadtet,  and 
drew  from  it,  first,  a  parcel  of  gold  pieces,  which  he 
put  into  a  silk  purse;  then  a  parchment  inscribed 
with  planetary  signs,  and  the  lines  and  calculations 
used  m  framing  noroscopes,  on  which  he  gazed  in-      , 
tently  for  a  few  moments ;  and,  lastly,  took  forth  a 
large  kev,  which,  lifdng  aside  the  tapestry,  he  apphed 
to  a  little  concealed  door  in  the  comer  of  the  apart- 
ment, and,  opening  it,  disclosed  a  stair  constructed 
in  the  thickness  of  the  wall. 

"Alasco,"  said  the  Earl,  with  a  vofee  raised,  yet 
no  higher  raised  than  to  be  heard  by  the  inhabitant 
of  the  small  turret  to  which  the  stair  conducted— 
"Alasco,  I  say,  descend." 

"  I  come,  my  lord,"  answered  a  voice  from  above: 
The  foot  of  an  aged  man  was  heard,  slowly  descend- 
ing the  narrow  stair,  and  Alasco  entered  the  Eaii's 
apartment.  The  astrologer  was  a  Uttle  man.  and 
seemed  much  advanced  In  age,  for  his  beard  was 
long  and  white,  and  reached  over  his  black  doublet 
down  to  his  silken  girdle.  His  hair  was  of  the  same 
venerable  hue.  Butnis  eyebrows  were  as  dark  as  the 
keen  and  piercing  black  eyes  which  they  shaded,  and 
.!_: !.__? yjjj  jjjj^  singular  cast  to  the 

.-  man.    His  cheek  was  still 

,, thcejres,  we  have  mentioned^ 

resembled  those  of  a  rat,  in  acuteness,  and  even 
fierceness  of  expres^n.  His  manner  was  not  with- 
out a  sort  of  dignity ;  and  the  interpreter  of  the  star^ 
though  respectful,  seemed  altogether  at  his  ease,  ana 
even  assumed  atone  of  instruction  and  command,  in 
conversing  with  the  prime  favourite  of  Elizabeth. 

"  Vour  prognostications  have  failed,  Alasco,"  said 
the  Earl,  when  they  had  exchanged  salutations—**  He 
is  recovering." 

"  My  son,"  replied  the  astrologer^ "  let  me  remind 
you,  I  warranted  not  his  death— nor  is  there  any  prosf- 
nostication  that  can  be  derived  from  ,the  heaven^ 
bodies,  their  aspects  and  their  conjunctions,  which  » 
not  liable  to  be  controlled  by  the  will  of  Heaven. — 
AUr^  rtgunt  h^mf^es,  <ed  rtgU  astra  Deut" 
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"  Of  what  aval],  then,  is  your  myettery  V  inQuired 
the  Eaii. 

"  Of  mnch,  my  soil'*  replied  the  old  man,  "  since 
it  can  show  the  natural  ana  probable  course  of  events, 
althou|(h  that  course  moves  in  subordination  to  a 
Il-^her  Pdwer.  Thus,  in  reviewing  the  horoscope 
whxa  TOUT  lordship  subjfscted  to  my  skill,  you  will  ob- 
serve that  Saturn,  being  in  the  sixth  House  in  opposi- 
tion to  Mars,  retrograde  in  the  House  of  Lif&  cannot 
but  denote  long  and  dangerous  sickness,  the  issue 
whereof  is  in  the  will  of  Heaven,  though  death  may 
probably  ]be  inferred—Yet,  if  I  knew  the  name  of  the 
party;  I  would  erect  another  scheme." 

"His  name  is  a  secret,"  said  the  Earl ;  "yet,  I  mnst 
owiL  thv  pro^ostication  hath  not  been  unfaithiul. 
He  has  been  sick,  and  dangerously  so,  not  however 
to  death.  ^  But  hast  thou  again  d'ast  my  horoscope  as 
Vamey  directed  thee,  and  art  thou  pt^ared  to  say 
what  the  stars  tell  ot  my  present  fortune?" 

"  My  art  stands  at  your  command,^  said  the  old 
man ;  "  and  here,  my  son,  is  the  map  of  thy  fortunes, 
brilliant  in  aspect  as  ever  beamed  from  those  blessed 
««DS  whereby  oar  life  is  influenced,  yet  not  un- 
cbeckered  with  fears,  (fifSculties,  and  dangers." 

,  My  lot  were  more  than  mortal  were  it  otherwise," 
snd  the  Earl;*** proceed,  father,  and  believe  ^ou 
speak  with  one  ready  to  undergo  his  destiny  in  action 
snd  in  passion,  as  may  beseem  a  noble  of  England." 
"Thy  courage  to  do  and  to  suffer,  must  be  wound 
up  yet  a  strain  nigher."  said  the  old  man.  "  The  stars 
intunate  yet  a  prouder  title,  yet  a  higher  rank.  It 
IS  for  thee  to  guess  their  meaning,  not  for  me  to 
name  it" 

"Name  it,  I  conjoreyoti— name  it,  I  command  yon," 

■■id  the  Earl,  his  eves  brightening  as  he  spoke. 

"I  may  not,  ana  I  will  not,"— replied  the  old  man. 

Tlie  ire  of  princes  is  as  the  wrath  of  the  lion.    But 

niatk,  and  judge  for  thyself.  Here  Venus,  ascendant 


n  the  House  of  Life,  and  conjoined  with  Sol.  showers 
otnvn  that  flood  of  silver  light,  blent  with  gold,  which 
promises  power,  wealth,  dignity,  all  that  the  proud 
heart  of  man  desires,  and  in  such  abundance^  that 
never  the  future  Augustus  of  that  old  and  mighty 
Rome  heard  from  his  Hanupieu  such  a  tale  of  glory, 
as  from  this  rich  text  my  lore  might  read  to  my  fa- 
vourite son." 

**  Thou  dost  but  jest  with  me,  father,"  said  the  Earl, 
astonished  at  the  strain  of  enthusiasm  in  which  the 
astrologer  delivered  his  prediction. 

"  Is  it  for  him  to  jest  who  hath  his  eye  on  heaven, 
who  hath  his  foot  m  the  grave  ?"  returned  the  old 
man,  solemnly. 

The  Earl  made  two  or  three  strides  through  the 
apartment,  with  his  hand  outstretched,  as  one  who 
folbwa  the  beckoning  signal  of  some  phantom,  wav- 
mg  hbn  on  to  deeds  of  high  import.  As  he  turned, 
however,  he  caught  the  eye  of  the  astrologer  fixed  on 
him,  whde  an  observing  glance  of  the  most  shrewd 
penetration  shot  from  under  the  penthouse  of  his 
shaggy  dark  eyebrows.  Leicester's  haughty  anH  sus- 
picious soul  at  once  caught  fire;  he  darted  towards 
the  old  man  from  the  farther  end  of  the  lofty  apart- 
ment, only  standing  stiU  when  his  extended  hand 
was  within  a  foot  of  the  astrologer's  body. 

**  Wretch !"  he  said,  "if  you  dare  to  palter  with  roe. 

I  will  have  your  skin  stripped  from  your  living  flesh  1 

I      Confess  thoo  hast  been  hired  to  decave  and  to  betray 

me— that  thou  art  a  cheat,  and  I  thy  silly  prey  and 

booty!" 

Toe  old  man  exhibited  some  symptoms  of  emo- 
tion, but  not  more  than  the  fhrious  deportment  of 
his  patron  might  have  extorted  from  innocence  it- 
selE 

"  What  means  this  violence,  my  lord  T'  he  an- 
swered. "  or  in  what  can  I  have  deserved  it  at  your 
handr* 
;         "  Give  me  proof,"  said  the  Earl,  vehemently, "  that 
I       fon  have  not  tampered  with  mine  enemies." 

"My  lord,"  replied  the  old  man,  wih  dignity,  "you 

\      ean  have  no  better  proof  than  that  which  you  your- 

'      esif  elected.    In  that  turret  I  have  spent  the  last 

^      twenty-four  hoars,  under  the  key  which  has  been  in 

vouT  own  eustody.    The  hours  of  darkness  I  have 

spent  in  gazmg  on  the  heavenly  bodies  with  these 


dim  eves,  and  dininff  those  of  tight  I  have  toiled  lu« 
age4  brain, to  complete  the  calculation  arising  from 
their  combinations.  Earthly  food  I  have  not  tasted — 
earthly  voice  I  have  not  heard— You  are  yourself 
aware  I  had  no  means  of  doing  so— and  yet  I  tell 
you— I  who  have  been  thus  shut  up  in  solitude  and 
study— that  within  these  twenty-four  hours  your  star 
has  become  predominant  in  the  horizon,  and  other 
the  bright  book  of  heaven  speaks  false,  or  there  must 
have  been  a  proportionate  revolution  in  your  formiira 
upon  earth.  If  nothing  has  happened  within  that 
space  to  secure  your  power,  or  advance  your  favour, 
then  am  I  indeed  a  cheat,  and  the  divine  art,  which 
was  first  devised  in  the  plains  of  Chaldea,  is  a  fool 
imposture." 

"  It  is  true,"  said  Leicesteri  after  a  moment's  re- 
flection, "  thou  wert  closely  immured— and  it  is  also 
true  that  the  change  has  taken  place  in  my  situation 
which  thou  say's!  the  horoscope  indicates.^' 

"  Wherefore  this  distrust,  then,  my  son  1"  said  the 
astologer,  assumhig  a  tone  of  admonition ;  "  the  ce- 
lestial mteltigences  orook  not  diffidence,  even  m  their 
fisivourites." 

"  Peace,  father,"  answered  Leicester, "  I  have  erred 
in  doubting  thee.  Not  to  mortal  man,  nor  to  celestial 
intelligence— nnder  that  whkh  is  supreme— will  Dud- 
ley's lips  say  niore  in  condescension  or  apology. 
Speak  rather  to  the  present  purpose— Amid  these 
bright  promises,  thou  hast  said  there  was  a  threatenmg 
aspect— Can  thy  skill  tell  whence,  or  by  whose  means, 
such  danger  seems  to  impend  1" 

"Thus  far  only,"  answered  the  astrologer,  "does 
my  art  enable  me  to  answer  your  query.  The  infbr- 
tune  is  threatened  by  the  malignant  and  adverse  as- 
pect, through  mtons  of  a  youth^- and,  as  I  think,  a 
rival ;  but  whether  in  love  or  m  prince's  favour,  I 
know  not;  nor  can  I  give  farther  indicatk>n  re- 
specting him,  save  that  no  comes  from  the  western 
quarter?' 

"The  western — ha!",  replied  Leicester,  "it  ie 
enough — the  tempeetdoes  uideed  brew  in  that  quarter  t 
—Cornwall  and  Devon— Raleigh  and  TressUian— one 
of  them  is  indicated— I  must  oeware  of  both.— Fa- 
ther, if  I  have  done  thy  skill  injustice,  I  will  make 
thee  a  lordly  recompense." 

He  took  a  purse  of  gold  from  the  strong  casket 
which  stood  before  him.  "  Have  thou  double  the 
recompense  which  Vamey  promised.— Be  faiChfhl— 
be  secret— obey  the  dii-ections  thou  shalt  receive  fh>m 
my  master  of  the  horse,  and  grudge  not  a  little  se- 
clusion or  restraint  in  my  cause— it  shall  be  richhr 
considered.— Here,  Vamey— conduct  this  venerable 
man  to  thine  own  lodging— tend  him  heedfully  in  all 
things,  but  see  that  he  holds  communication  with 
no  one." 

Vamey  bowecL  and  the  astrologer  kissed  theEaiPs 
hand  in  token  of  adieu,  and  followed-  the  master  of 
the  horse  to  another  apartment,  in  which  were  placed 
wine  and  lefreshments  for  his  use. 

The  astrologer  sat  down  to  his  repast,  while  Var- 
ney  shut  two  doors  with  great  precaution,  examined 
the  tapestry,  lest  any  listener  lurked  behind  it;  and 
then  sitting  down  opposite  to  the  sage^  began  toqoee- 
tk)n  him. 

"  Saw  you  my  signal  from  the  court  beneath  V* 

"  I  did,"  sakl  Alasco,  for  by  snch  name  he  was  at 
present  called,  "and  shaped  the  horoscope  accord- 
ingly." 

^'And  it  passed  upon  the  patron  without  challenge  1" 
continued  Vamey. 

"Not  without  chall^ge,"  replied  the  old  man, 
"  but  it  did  pass ;  and  I  added,  as  before  agreed,  dan- 
ger from  a  discovered  secret,  and  a  western  youth." 

/*  My  lord's  fear  will  stand  sponsor  to  the  one,  and 
his  conscience  to  the  other,  of  these  prognostica 
tions,"  replied  Vamey.  "  Sure  never  man  chose  to 
run  such  a  race  as  his,  yet  continued  to  retain  those 
silly  scruples!  I  am  fain  to  cheat  him  to  his  own 
profit.  But  touching  your  matters,  sage  interpreter 
of  the  stars,  I  can  tell  you  more  of  your  own  fortune 
than  plan  or  figure  can  show.  You  must  be  gonft 
from  hence  forthwith." 

V I  will  not,"  said  Alasco,  peevishly,  "I  have  bodn 
too  much  harried  op  and  down  of  late— immured  fof 
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iar  and  night  in  a  daeolate  turret-chambeiH^  must 


.  Tountea, 
mpBphere  of  a  court." 

"At  your  pleasure,"  aaid  Vamey,  with  a  sneer 
which  habit  had  rendered  familiar  to  his  features, 
and  which  forms  the  principal  characteristic  that 
tjainters  have  assigned  to  those  of  Satan—"  At  your 
ptoasure,"  he  said :  "  you  may  emoy  your  hberty,  and 
your  studies,  until  the  daggers  of  Sussex's  followers 
lire  clashing  within  your  doublet|  and  against  your 
ribs."  The  old  man  turned  pale,  and  Vamey  pro- 
ceeded. "Wot  you  not  he  hath  offered  a  reward 
^r  the  arch-quack  and  poison-vender,,  Demetrius, 
who  sold  certain  precious  spices  to  hia  lordship's 
cook  I—What!  turn  you  pole,  old  friend  7  Does  Hali 
uready  see  an  infortune  in  the  House  of  Life?— 
Why,  hark  thee,  we  will  have  thee  down  to  an  old 
house  of  mine  in  the  country,  where  thou  shalt  live 
with  a  hobnailed  slave,  whom  thy  alchymy  may,  con- 
vert intoxlucats.  for  to  such  conversion  alone  is  thy 
•ft  aerviorable*' 

**tt  is  fala&  thou  foul-mouthed  raOer^"  said  Alasco, 
IJhakipg  with  impotent  anger;  "it  is  well  known 
ihat  I  nave  approached  more  nearly  to  projection 
than  any  hermetic  artist  who  now  Uvea.  There  are 
not  aiz  chemists  in  the  world  who  possess  so  near 
an  approximation  to  the  mad  arcanum" 

"Come,  come,"  said  Yarney,  interruphns  him, 
'*  what  means  this,  m  the  namf  of  Heaven  1  Do  we 
AOt  know  one  another  1  I  believe  thee  to  be  so  por- 
iBCt— so  very  perfect,  in  the  mystery  of  cheating,  that, 
having  imposed  upon  all  mankind,  thou  hast  at 
length,  in  some  measure,  imposed  iq>on  thyself;  and 
vitDout  ceasing  to  dupe  others,  hast  become  a  spe- 
oiea  of  dupe  to  thine  own  imaginati6n.  Blush  not 
for  it.  man— thou  art  learned,  and  ahalt  have  daasical 
comfort : 

Ajaeem  po«it  rapMara  atei  AJaz.* 


ETo  one  but  thyself  could  have  golled  thee— and  thou 
ast  gulled  the  whole  brotherhood  of  the  Rosy  Cross 
beside— none  so  deep  in  the  mystery  as  thou.  But 
hark  thee  in  thine  ear;  had  the  seasoning  which 
spiced  Sussex's  broth  wrought  more  surely,  I  would 
have  tliought  better  of  the  chemical  science  thou 
dost  boast  80  highly." 

"Thou  art  a  hardened  villain^  Vamey,"  replied 
Alaaco ;  "  manv  will  do  those  things^  who  dare  not 
apeak  of  them.** 

**  And  many  speak  of  them  who  dare  not  do  them," 
answered  Vamey;  but  be  not  wroth— I  will  not 
quarrel  with  thee— If  I  did,  I  were  fain  to  live  on 
OBga  for  a  month,  that  I  might  feed  without  fear. 
TmI  me  at  q^ce,  now  came  thine  an  to  foil  thee  at 
this  great  emergency  TV     , 

''The  £arl  or  Sussex's  horoscope  intmiatea,"  re- 
pliad  the  aMroIoger»  "  that  the  aign  of  the.  ascendant 
bemg  in  combustion" . 

'*Away  with  your  giboenah,"  reolied  Vamey; 
tbink'st  thou  it  is  the  patroh  thou  speaVat  with  1" 

**I  crave  your  pardon."  replied  the  old  man,  "and 
swear  to  you  I  know  out  one  inedidne  that  could 
nave  saved  the  Earl's  life  i  and  as  no  man  living  in 
fingiand  knows  th^t  antidote  sstc  myself,— more- 
oyer,  as  the  insredients,  one  of  them  in  particular, 
'  are  acarce  possible  to  be  come  by,  I  must  needs  sup- 
pose his  escape  waa  owing  to  such  a  constitution  of 
tangs  and  vital  parts,  as  waa  never  before  bound  up 
ki  a  body  of  elay." 

"There  was  some  talk  of  a  quack  who  waited  on 
hiffi,"  said  Vamey,  after  a  moment'a  reflection. 
'*  Aro  you  sure  there  is  no  one  in  England  who  haa 
this  aecret  of  thine'}" 

"  One  man  there  was,"  said  the  doctor,  "  once  my 
servant,  who  might  have  stolen  this  of  me,  with  one 
or  two  other  secrets  of  art.  But  content  you,  Master 
Vamey  ';  is  no  part  of  my  policy  to  suffer  such  inter- 
lopers to  interfere  in  my  trade.  He  pries  into  no 
mysteries  more,  I  virarrant  you ;  for.  as  I  well  believe, 
ha  hath  been  wafted  to  heaven  on  the  wing  of  a  fiery 
4rMon— Peace  be  with  him  I— But  in  this  retreat  of 
nme^  ahail  I  have  the  use  of  mine  elaboratory  1" 


'*Of  a  whole  workshop,  man,"  said  Vamey;  "for 
a  reverend  father  Abbot,  who  was  fain  to  give  place 
to  blufi'lTing  Hal,  and  some  of  his  courtiers,  a  acore 
of  years  singe,  liad  a  chemist's  complete  apparatus, 
which  he  was  obliged  to  leave  behind  him  to  nia  suc- 
cessors. Thou  Shalt  there  occupy,  and  melt,  and 
puflj  and  blaz&  and  multiply,  until  the  Grenn  Dragon 
become  a  golden-goose,  or  whatever  the  newsr 
phrase  of  the  brotherhood  may  testify." 

"Thou  art  right,  Master  Yarney,"  said  the  al- 
chymist,  setting  his  teeth  close,  and  grinding  ihem 
together—"  thou  art  right,  even  in  thy  very  contempt 
of  rightand  reaaon.  For  what  thou  eayest  m  mockery, 
may  in  sober  verity  chance  to  happen  ere  we  meat 
again.  If  the  moa(  venerable  aages  of  ancient  days 
have  spoken  the  (toth— if  the  most  learned  of  our 
own  have  rightly  received  it— If  1  have  been  accepted 
wherever  I  travelled,  in  Germany,  in  Poland,  in  Italy, 
and  in  the  farther  Tartary,  as  one  .to  whom  nature 
haa  unveiled  her  darkest  secrets— if  I  have  acquiied 
the  nkost  secret  signs  and  passwords  of  the  Jewish 
Cabala,  so  that  the  grayest  beardiin  the  synagogue 
would  bmsh  the  steps  to  make  them  clean  for  me- 
if  all  this  is  so,  and  if  there  remains  but  one  atep^ 
one  little  step— betwixt  my  long,  dtep,  and  dark,  and 
subterranean  progress,  and  that  blaze  of  light  whidi 
shall  show  Nature  watching  her  richeat  and  her 
most  glorious  productions  in  the  very  cradle— s>ne 
atep  betwixt  dependance  and  the  power  of  aova- 
reigntv— one  step  betwixt  poverty  and  auch  a  sun  el 
wealth  as  earth,  without  Uiat  noble  secret,  cannot 
minister  from  all  her  minea  in  the  old  or  the  new- 
found world— if  this  be  all  ao,  is  it  not  reasonable  that 
to  this  I  dedicate  my  future  li%  secure^  for  a  biitf 

Seriod  of  atudious  patience,  to  rise  above  the  mesa 
opendance  upon  favourites,  and  their  favourifiaa^  by 
which  I  am  now  enthralled  1" 

"Now,  bravo!  brarol  my  good  fiither,"  saidVar- 
ney,,vrith  the  usual  sardonic  expression  of  ridicalc 
on  his  countenance ;  "  yet  all  this  approximation  ta 
the  pbildsopher's  stone  wringeth  not  one  single  crown 
out  of  my  Lord  Leicester's  pouch,  and  farleaa  out  ol 
Richard  Vamey'a- H'e  must  have  earthly  and  avb- 
stantial  services,  man,  and  care  not  whom  elae  thcio 
canst  delude  witn  thv  philosophical  charlatanry." 
"  My  aon  Vamey,"  said  the  alchymist,  "  the  nr- 


belief,  gathered  round  thee  like  a  frost-fog.  hadi 
dimmed  thine  acute  perception  to  that  which  is  a 
stumbling-block  to  the  wise,  and  which  yei,  to  hxni 
who  seeketh  knowledge  with  humility,  extends  a 
lesson  so  clear,  that  he  who  nms  may  read.  Hnih 
not  Art,  tbink'st  thou,  the  means  of  completing  Na- 
turals imperfect  concoctions  in  her  attempta  to  fonn 
the  precious  metals,  even  aa  by  art, we  can  poieet 
those  other  operations,  of  incubation,  diatiliatwn, 
fermentation,  and  similar  proceases  of  an  ordinaury 
description,  by  which  we  exuract  life  itaelf  out  of  a 
senseless  egg,  summon  purity  and  viuUty  out  of 
muddy  drm  or  call  into  vivacity  the  inert  substance 
of  aaluggiahliquid?" 

"  I  have  heard  all  thia  before,"  aaid  Varney,  "  and 
my  heart  is  proof  against  such  cant  ever  since  I  sent 
twenty  good  gold  pieces,  (marry,  it  was  in  the  non- 
age or  my  wit,)  to  advance  the  grand  magiateriuxn, 
aU  which,  God  help  the  while,  vaniahed  in  /kmo. 
Since  that  moment,  when  I  paid  for  my  frsedonv,  I 
defy  chemistry,  astroh)gy,  palmistrVf  and  every  otaer 
occult  art,  were  it  as  secret  as  heli  itself,  to  unloose 
the  stricture  of  my  purse-strings.  Marry,  I  neiiher 
defy  the  manna  of  Saint  Nicholas,  nor  can  I  dispeme 
with  it.  Thy  first  task  muat  be  to  prepare  soma 
when  thou  get'st  down  to  my  little  sequesto^d  re- 
treat yonder,  and  then  make  as  much  gold  as  thoa 
wilt." 

"I  will  make  no  more  of  that  dose,"  said  tha 

^  n^erl}*  said  the  master  of  the  horse,  "  thoa 
ahalt  be  hanged  for  what  thou  haat  made  already, 
and  so  were  the  great  aecret  for  ever  loat  to  maii- 
kind.— Do  not  humanity  this  injustice,  good  father, 
but  e'en  bend  to  thy  destiny,  and  make  ua  an  omnca 
or  two  of  this  same  stuff!  which  cannot  prejudice 
above  one  or  two  individuals,  in  order  to  gain  life- 
time to  discover  the  universal  medicbeb  wmcfa  aludl 
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•»lear  away  all  mortal  diasaaea  at  once.  But  cheer 
«Pk  thou  grava^  learned,  and  moat  melaocholj  Jack- 
ana^  I  Haat  thou  not  told  me,  that  a  moderate 
portion  of  thy  drag  hath  mild  efiectSi  no  ways  ulti- 
aaatdy  dangerous  to  the  human  framOi  but  which 
producea  depression  of  rfkHnts,  nausea,  headache,  an 
anwillingneaa  to  change  of  place-even  such  a  atate 
of  temper  as  would  keep  a  oird  tiom  flying  out  of  a 
9Ufy  were  the  door  left  open ')",,. 

^  I  have  said  m,  and  it  is  true,"  said  the  alchymist ; 
**  this  efiect  will  it  produce  and  the  bini  who  partakes 
9f  it  in  such  proportion,  shall  alt  for  a  season  droop- 
mg  on  her  perch,  without  thinking  either  of  the  nee 
liloe  aky.  or  of  the  £ur  greenwood,  though  the  one  be 
lighted  by  the  raya  of  the  rising  sun,  and  the  other 
namng  with  the  newly  awakened  aong  of  all  the 
batnerad  inhabitants  of  the  forest" 

"And  this  without  danger  to  life  T'  aaidVamey, 
lomewhat  anxiously. 

"  Ay,  so  that  proportion  and  measure  be  not  ex- 
ceeded ;  and  so  that  one  who  knows  the  nature  of 
the  manna  be  ever  near  to  watch  the  symptoms,  and 
succour  in  case  of  need." 

'^Thou  shalt  regulate  the  whole,"  aaid  Vamey, 
"  thy  reward  shalTbe  princely,  if  thou  keep' at  time 
and  touch,  and  exoeedest  not  the  due  proportion,  to 
the  prejuuice  of  her  health— otherwise  thy  puniiah- 
aent  snail  be  aa  signal.^' 

^  The  4>RUudice  of  fur  health !"  repeated  Alasco ; 
**  it  is,  then,  a  woman  I  am  to  use  my  skill  uponl" 

"  No,  thou  fool,"  replied  Vamey  { "  said  I  not  it  was  a 
hini-~a  reclaimed  linnet,  whose  pipe  might  soothe  a 
hawk  when  m  mid  stoop?— I  see  thine  eye  q)arkleb 
and  I  know  thy  beard  is  not  altogether  so  white  as  art 
has  made  it— t^  at  least,  thou  hast  been  able  to 
ttaaamute  to  silver.    But  mark  me,  this  is  no  mate 
for  ihee.    This  caged  bird  is  dear  to  one  who  brooks 
00  rivalry,  and  lar  less  such  rivalry  as  thine,  and  her 
aeaJth  must  over  all  things  be  cared  for.    But  she  is 
in  due  case  of  being  commanded  down  to  yonder 
fenil worth  revels;  and  it  is  most  expedient— most 
needful— most  necessanr,  that  she  fi^  not  thither. 
Of  these  necessities  and  their  causes,  it  is  not  need- 
ful that  she  should  know  aught,  and  it  is  to  be 
thought  that  her  own  wish  mav  lead  her  to  combat 
ail  ordinary  reasons  whidi  can  he  uiged  for  her  re- 
maining a  housekeeper." 

*'  That  is  hot  imtural,"  s«d  the  alchymist,  with  a 
strange  smile,  which  yet  bore  a  greater  reference  to 
the  human  character,  than  the  uninterested  and  ab- 
stracted gase  which  bi«  physiognomy  had  hitherto 
expresseo,  where  all  seemed  to  refer  to  some  world 
distant  from  that  which  was  existing  around  him. 

^•It  is  so,"  answered  Vamey;  •*Vou  understand 
women  well,  though  it  may  have  been  long  since 
you  were  conversant  amonffst  them.— Well,  then, 
ahe  is  not  to  be  contradicted— yet  she  is  not  to  be 
humoured.  Understand  me-Ta  slight  illness,  suffi- 
cient to  take  away  the  desire  of  removing  from 
thence,  and  to  make  such  of  your  wise  fraternity  as 
may  be  called  in  to  aid,  recommend  a  Quiet  residence 
at  home,  will,  in  one  word,  be  esteemed  good  service, 
and  remunerated  as  such. 

"I  am  not  to  be  aaked  to  affect  the  House  of  Life  7" 
said  the  chemist. 

"  On.  the  contrary,  we  will  have  thee  hanged  if 
thou  dost."  replied  vamey. 

"  And  I  must,"  added  Alasco,  **  have  opportunity 
to  do  mv  turn,  and  all  facilities  for  conceiahnent  or 
escape  should  there  be  detection  7" 

**  All*  alL  and  every  thing,  thou  infidel  in  all  but 
the  imposabilities  of  alchymy— Why,  man,  for  what 
doat  thou  take  me  7" 

The  old  man  rose,  and  taking  a  light,  vralked  to- 
waids  the  end  of  the  apartment,  where  was  a  door 
that  led  to  the  small  sleeping  room  destined  for  nis 
ffceplion  during  the  night.— At  the  door  he  turned 
itHind,  and  slowly  repealed  Varae/a  question  ere  he 
answered  it  "  For  what  do  I  ttdce  the&  Richard 
Vamey  7— Why,  for  a  worse  devil  than  I  nave  been 
myseli-  But  I  am  in  your  toils,  and  I  must  serve  you 
fill  njy  terra  be  out" 

"Well,  wpII,"  answered  Vamey,  hastilv,  "bestir- 
«Dg  vrtio  gray  light.    It  may  be  we  shall  not  need 


thv  medietas— Do  nought  till  I  myse 
—Michael  Lamboume  shall  guide  you 
your'destination."* 

When  Vamey  heard  the  adept's  c 
carefully  bolted:  within,  he  stepped  tc 
with  similar  precaution  carefully  lockei 
side,  and  took  the  key  from  the  lock, 
himself  "  Worse  than  thee,  thou  poisoi 
ver  and  witeh-monger,  who,  if  thou  ar 
en  slave  to  the.devU,  it  is  only  becaut 
such  an  apprentice !  I  am  a  mortal  i 
by  mortal  means  the  gratiiScation  of 
and  advancement  of  my  proqpecta-^Tl 
sal  of  hell  itsel£— So  ho,  Lamboume ! 
another  door,  and  Micnael  made  hi 
with  a  flushed  cheek  and  an  unsteady 

"Thoa  art  dzunk.  thou  villain  r  • 
him. 

"  Doubtleas,  noble  air,"  replied  the  u 
chael,  '*  w^  have  been  drinkma  all  evei 
of  the  day,  and  to  my  noble  Xiord  of 
his  valiant  master  of  the  horse.— Dnml 
and  poniards,  he  that  would  refiise  to  i 
zen  healtha  on  such  an  evening,  ia  a  I 
and  a  puckfoist,  and  shall  swallow  six 
daflserl" 

^Hark  ye^  sooundnl,"  anid  Varoef; 
the  instant— I  command  thee.  I  kn< 
throw  off  thv  dmnken  folly,  like  a  . 
pleasure;  ana  if  not,  it  were  the  worse 

Lamboume  drooped  his  head,  left  u 
and  returned  in  two  or  three  minutes 
composed,  his  hair  Q4jusied,  his  dress 
exhibiting  as  great  a  difference  from  1 
as  if  the  whole  man  had  been  changed. 
Art  thou  sober  now,  and  dost  thot 
md7"  said  Varney,  sternly. 

Lamboume  bowed  in  aoquiesoenoe. 

**Thou  must  presently  down  to  ( 

•  TiM  Etfl  of  UloMter'i  Ita]<ui  phytidan,  Jn 
by  hw  eonteiopomriM  tv  be  a  ikilAil  oompon 
which  ha  applied  wicli  aueh  ftaquanerf  that  th 
axtola  irooioally  the  marvaUoiu  aood  luck  of  i 
ite  in  the  opportune  deaths  of  ttioM  who  •food 
wishes.    Tliero  is  a  oarioas  pasnse  on  Hhe  sub 

**  Loot  aAar  Uiis,  he  felt  in  lov«  witii  the 
whom  1  aigniiled  befoie,  and  then  alio  had  hi  t 
to  have  her  haaband  dre  qniekly,  wiUi  an  exi 
his  head,  (as  it  was  riven  ovt,)  bvt  as  olhen  sa: 
eatarre,  that  stopped  his  breath. 

•*  The  like  food  ehanoe  had  he  io  the  deal 
Essex,  (as  I  have  said  before  J  and  that  at  a  tin» 
for  his  purpose  :  for  when  he  was  coniuf  hoi 
with  jnteot  to  rerenire  himseifli  upon  my  Lord 
besetfiof  his  wife  witb  childe  in  his  absence,  ( 


daughter,  and  broof  ht  ap  by  the  Lady  Shand< 
his  wife,)  my  Lord  of  Leicester  heartnr  thereo 


fHend  or  two  to  aeconpany  the  depvty,  as  anon 
of  the  Earles  own  servants.  Croropton,  (if  I  misi 
yeoman  of  his  bottles,  and  Lloid  his  seoretary.e 
ward*by  my  Lord  of  Leicester,  and  so  he  dyea  i 
estrene  thue,  cawed  by  an  Italian  rpoeipe,  as  a 
well  assured,  the  maker  whereof  was  a  chymri 
leeved)  that  then  waa  newly  come  to  my  Lor 
enimtne  man  and  sore  in  operatioa,  with  wb 
Ladjr  had  been  sooner  acquainted,  and  used  his 
not  have  needed  to  sitten  so  pensive  at  home, 
lier  husband'*  former  retnne  out  of  the  same  cot 

NeiihermnstyoumarvailAthoofh 

divers  minnen  of  outward  diseases,  for  this  Is  l 
the  Italian  art,  for  which  this  ehyrurfiao  and  D 
tertatned  so  carefully,  who  can  make  a  man  dye 
or  show  of  licknesie  you  will— by  whose  initruc 
but  his  lordship  is  now  canninv,  especially  add: 
the  counsell  of  his  Doctor  Bcrly,  a  nMn  also  no 
(as  he  seemeth)  in  his  art :  for  I  heard  him  on 
pttblique  act  in  Oxford,  ana  that  in  presence  of 
oester,  (if  I  be  not  deceived.)  maintain  that  poj 
tempered  and  given  as  it  should  not  appear  pi 
should  kin  the  party  afterward,  at  what  Ume  sh 
od  :  which  argument  bel  ike  pieeaod  well  his  Ion 
fore  was  chosen  to  be  discussed  in  his  audieno 
ceived  of  his  being  that  day  preaent.  So,  thou 
flux,  and  another  of  a  oatarre,  yet  this  import 
matter,  bvtshoweth  mther  tlie  great  cnnning  an 
tjiloer."— Parbons's  Lek$sttr'i  Commonweaith, 

It  is  unnecessary  to  state  the  numerous  rsaso 
is  repreiented  in  the  tale  as  being  rather  the  ( 
than  the  unprincipled  author  of  their  atroeflie 
capacity,  which  a  part  at  least  of  his  contempoi 
him,  he  would  have  made  a  character  too  di«g« 
to  be  useful  fhr  the  purposes  of  flotion. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  the  union  of  the  poist 
salver,  the  alchvmist,  and  the  astrologer,  in  tl 
WW  Ibmiliar  to  toe  prsteodan  to  the  mysUe  sea 
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with  the  reverend  man  of  art,  who  sleeps  yonder  in 
the.  little  vaulted  chamber.  Here  is  the  Key,  that 
thou  majrst  call  him  betimes.  Take  another  trusty 
ftilow  with  you.  Use  him  well  on  the  joiu-ney,  but 
let  him.not  escape  you— pistol  him  if  he  uttempl  it, 
and  I  will  bevour  warrant.  I  will  give  tfiee  letters 
to  Foster.  The  doctor  is  to  occupy  the  lower  apart- 
ments of 'the  eastern  quadran{(le,  with  freedorn  to 
use  the  old  laboratory  and  its  implements—He  is  to 
have  no  access  to  the  lady  but  such  as  I  shall  point 
out— only  she  may  be  amused  to  see  his  philosophi- 
cal Jugglery.  Thou  wilt  await  at  Ctlmnor-Place  my 
&rtner  orders ;  and  as  thou  livesL^beware  of  the«le- 
bench  and  the  aquavitte  flask.  Kach  breath  drawn 
in  Cnmnor- Place  must  be  kept  severed  from  com- 
mon air." 

**  Enouffh,  my  lord— I  mean  my  worshipful  master 
— «(5on,  I  trust,  to  be  my  worshipful  knightly  master. 
You  have  given  me  my  lesson,  and  my  license ;— I- 
will  execute  the  one.  and  not  abuse  the  other.  I  will 
be  in  the  saddle  by  daybreak." 

"  Do  so,  and  deserve  favour.— Slajr— ere  thou  goest 
fill  me  a  cup  of  wine— not  out  of  that  flask,  sirrah," 
—as  Lambourne  was  pouring  out  from  that  which 
Alasco  had  left  half  finished,  "fetch  me  a  fresh 
one." 

Lambourne  obeyed,  and  Vamev  after  nnsmg  his 
mouth  with  the  liquor,  drank  a  full  cup,  and  said,  as 
he  took  up  a  lamp  to  retreat  to  his  sleeping  apart- 
ment, **  It  is  stranfre— I  am  as  little  the  slave  of  fancy 
as  any  one,  yet  I  never  speak  for  a  few  minutes 
with  this  fellow  Alasco,  but  my  mouth  and  hmgs 
feel  as  if  soiled  with  the  Aimes  of  calcined  arsenic— 
pahr 

So  saying^  he  left  the  apartment.  Lambourne  Im- 
ffered,  to  dnnk  a  cup  of  the  freshly  opened  flask. 
^  It  is  from  Saint-John' 8-Berg  I"  he  said,  as  he  paused 
on  the  draught  to  enjoy  its  flavour,  *'and  has  the 
true  relish  of  the  violet.  But  I  must  forbear  it  now. 
that  I  may  one  dav  drink  it  at  my  own  pleasure." 
And  he  quaffed  a  ^blet  of  water  to  quench  the  fumes 
of  the  Rhenish  wme,  retired  slowly  towards  the  door, 
made  ii  pause,  and  then,  finding  tne  temptation  irre- 
sistible, walked  hastily  back,  and  took  another  long 
poll  at  the  wine-flask,  without  the  formality  of  a  cup. 

**  Were  it  not  for  this  accursed  custom,"  he  said,  I 
might  climb  as  high  as  Vamey  himself.  But  who 
can  climb  when  the  room  turns  round  with  him  like 
a  parish  topi  I  would  the  distance  were  greater^  or 
the  road  rougher,  betwixt  my  hand  and  mouth  !— 
But  I  will  dnnk  nothing  to-morroW,  save  water- 
nothing  save  fair  water." 

CHAPTER  XIX. 

Pktol   And  tMinn  do  I  brinf,  and  lucky  jori, 
And  happj  nawa  of  priee. 

FaUtaf.  I  priUiM  now,  detiver  them  lik«  to  t  man  of  Uifi 
worid. 

PMoL    A  foutrn  for  the  worid,  and  Woridlings  bate  t 
I  apeak  of  Africa,  and  folden  joya.  Henry  1 V.,  Part  9. 

Thb  public  room  of  the  Black  Bear  at  Cumnor,  to 
which  the  scene  of  our  story  now  returns,  boasted, 
on  the  evening  which  we  treat  of^no  ordinary  as- 
semblage of  guests.  There^  had  been  a  fair  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  the  cutting  mercer  of  Abingdon, 
with  some  of  the  other  personages  whom  the  reader 
has  already  been  made  acouainted  with,  as  friends 
and  customers  of  Giles  Gosling,  had  already  formed 
their  wonted  circle  around  the  evening  fire,  and  were 
talking  over  the  news  of  the  day. 

A  hteiy,  bustling,  arch  fellow,  whose  pack  and 
oaken  tU-wand,  studded  duly  ^nth  brass  points,  de- 
noted him  to  be  of  Autolycus's  profession,  occupied 

good  deal  of  the  attention,  and  furnished  much  of 
he  amusement  of  the  evi;ning.  The  pedlers  of  those 
daya,  it  must  be  remembered,  were  men  of  far  great- 
er importance  than  the  degenerate  and  degraded 
hawkere  of  our  modem  times.  It  was  by  means  of 
these  peripatetic  venders  that  the  coilntrj'  trade,  in 
the  finer  manufactures  used  in  female  dress  oarucu- 
larly,  was  almost  entirely  carried  on ;  and  »  a  rnei^ 
chant  of  this  description  arrived  at  the  dignity  of  tra- 
Telling  with  a  pack-horse,  he  was  a  person  of  no 


small  consequence,  and  company  for  the  most  sub- 
stantial yeoman  or  Franklin  whom  he  might  meet 
in  his  wanderings. 

The  pedler  of  whom  we  speak  bore,  accordingly, 
an  active  and  unrebuked  share  in  the  merriment  to 
which  the  rafters  of  the  bondv  Black  Bear  of  Cumnor 
resounded.  He  had  his  smile  with  pretty  Mistress 
Cicely,  his  broad  Isugh  with  mine  host,  and  his  jest 
up)on  dashing  Master  Groldthred,  who,  though  indeed 
without  any  such  benevolent  intention  on  his  own 
part,  was  the  general  butt  of  the  evening.  The  pedfer 
and  he  were  closely  engaged  in  a  dispute  upon  the 
preference  due  to  the  Spanish  nether-stock  over  the 
black  Gascoigne  hose,  and  mine  host  had  fust  wink-- 
ed  to  the  guests  around  him,  as  who  should  say, 
"  You  will  have  mirth  presently,  my  masters,"  when 
the  trampling  of  horses  was  heard  m  the  court-yaid, 
and  the  hostler  was  loudly  summoned,  with  a  few  of 
the  newest  oaths  then  in  vogue,  to  add  force  to  the 
invocation.  Out  tumbled  will  Hostler,  John  Tap- 
ster, and  all  the  militia  of  the  inn,  who  had  ahmk 
from  their  posts  in  order  to  collect  some  scattered 
crumbs  of  the  mirth  which  was  flying:  about  among 
the  customers.  Out  into  the  yard  sallied  mine  host 
himself  also,  to  do  fitting  sa  lutation  to  his  new  guests ; 
and  presently  remmed,  ushering  into  the  lipartment 
his  own  worthy  nephew^  Michael  Lambourne,  pretty 
tolerably  dmnk,  and  havmff  under  his  escort  the  astro* 
loger.  Alasco,  though  still  a  little  old  man,  bad,  by 
altering  his  gown  to  a  riding-dress,  trimming  his 
beard  and  eye-browa^  and  so  forth,  struck  at  least  a 
score  of  yearn  from  his  apparent  a^ge  and  midit  now 
seem  an  active  man  of  sixty,  or  httle  upwards.  Ht 
appeared  at  present  exceedingly  anxious,  And  had  in- 
sisted much  with  Lambourne  that  they  should  not 
enter  the  inn,  but  ko  straight  forward  to  the  place  of  ' 
their  destination.  But  Lamboiime  would  not  be  con- 
trolled. "Bv  Cancer  and  Capricorn,^'*  he  vociferated, 
*'  and  the  whole  heavenly  host-^besides  all  the  vtars 
that  these  blessed  eyes  of  mine  have  seen  sparkle  in 
the  southern  heavens,  to  which  these  northern  blink- 
ers are  but  farthing  candles,  I  will  be  unkindly  for  no 
one's  humouN-I  will  stay  and  salute  my  worthy 
uncle  here.--Chesu !  that  good  blood  should  ever  he 
forgotten  betwixt  friends!— A  gallon  of  your  best, 
uncle,  and  let  it  go  round  to  the  health  of  the  noble 
Earl  of  Leicester !— What  1  shall  we  not  collogue  to- 
gether, and  warm  the  cockles  of  our  ancient  kind- 
ness ?— Shall  we  not  collogue,  I  say !" 

"With  all  my  heart,  kinsman."  said  mine  host,  who 
obviously  wished  to  be  rid  of  him ;  *'  bnt  ve  yon  to 
stand  shot  to  all  this  good  liquor  T* 

This  is  a  question  which  has  quelled  many  a  jovial 
toper,  but  it  moved  not  the  purpose  of  Lamboume's 
soul.  "Question  my  means,  nuncle?"  he  said,  pro- 
ducing a  handful  or  mixed  gold  and. silver  pieces; 
"question  Mexico  and  PeruT^uestion  the  Queen's 
exchequer— God  save  her  Majesty  !~She  is  my  good 
Lord's  cood  mistress.*' 

"Well,  kinsman,"  said  mine  host,  "it  is  my  busi- 
ness  to  sell  wine  to  those  who  can  buy  it— So.  Jack 
Tapster,  do  me  thine  ofllice.— But  I  would  1  kneiir 
how  to  come  by  money  as  lightly  as  thou  dost.  Mike." 

"Why,  uncle,"  said  Lambourne,  "I  will  tell  thee  a 
secret— Dost  see  this  little  old  fellow  here*?  as  old 
and  withered  a  chip  as  ever  the  devil  put  into  his 

{>orrid2c— and  yet,  uncle,  between  you  and  me — he 
lath  Potosi  in  that  brain  of  his— 'Sblood !  he  can  coin 
ducats  faster  than  I  can  vent  oaths." 

"  I  will  have  none  of  his  coinage  in  my  purse, 
though,  Michael,"  said  mine  host;  "I  know  what 
belongs  to  falsifying  the  Queen's  coin." 

"  Thou  art  an  ass,  uncle,  for  as  old  as  thou  art — - 
pull  me  not  by  the  skirt.%  doctor,  thou  art  an  ass 
thyself  to  boot— so,  being  both  asses,  I  tell  "e  I  spoke 
but  meiaphorically." 

"  Are  you  mad  f"  said  the  old  man , "  is  the  devil  m 
you  ?— can  you  not  let  us  begone;  wiihout  drawing  ail 
men's  eyes  on  us  ?" 

"Saysi  thou?"  said  Lambourne;  "Thou  art  do> 
ceived  now— no  man  shall  see  you  an  I  give  tHe 
worrl.— By  Heavens,  masters,  an  anyone  dare  ro  h>olc 
.on  this  old  gentleman,  1  will  slash  the  eves  out  of  Hx» 
head  with  my  poniard !— So  sit  down,  old  (nend,  aj;^<i 
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be  merry—thefle  are  mine  ingles-^mme  ancient  in- 
mates, and  will  betray  no  man." 

"Had  you  not  better  withdraw  to  a  private  apart- 
ment, nephew?"  said  Giles  Gosling;  "you  speak 
strange  matter."  he  added,  "  and  there  be  intelli- 
gencers everywhere." 

**  I  care  not  for  thenij'  said  the  magnanimous  Mi- 
chael—"intelligencers  T  pshaw!— I  serve  the  noble 
Earlof  Leicestei^Here  comes  the  win»— F^  romid, 
If  aster  Skinker,  a  carouse  to  the  health  of  the  flower 
of  En«dand,  the^ noble  Karl  of  Leicester!  I  say,  the 
noble  Earl  of  Laceeter  1  He  that  does  me  not  reason 
is  a  swine  of  Sussex,  and  I'll  make  him  Juieel  to  the 
,ii,l  should  cut  his  hams  and  smoke  them  tor 


None  disputed  a  pledge  given  under  such  formida- 
ble penalties  ;  and  Michael  Lamboume,  whose  drunk- 
en humour  was  not  of  oouise  diminished  by  this  new 
potation,  went  on  in  the  same  wild  way,ienewing  his 
acquaintance  with  such  of  the  guests  as  he  haafor- 
merly  known,  and  experiencing  a  reception  in  which 
there  was  now  something  of  deference,  mingled  with 
a  good  deal  of  fear;  for  the  least  servitor  of  the  fa- 
vourite Earl,  especially  such  a  man  as  Lambourne, 
was,  for  very  sufficient  reasons,  an  object  both  of  the 
one  and  of  the  other. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  old  man,  seeing  his  guide  in 
this  uncontrollable  numour^  ceased  to  remonstrate 
with  him,  and  sitting  down  m  the*  most  obscure  cor- 
ner of  the  room,  called  for  a  small  measure  of  sack, 
over  which  he  seemed,  as  it  wtre,  to  slumber,  with- 
drawing himself  as  much  as  possible  from  general 
observation,  and  doing  nothing  which  could  recall  his 
existence  to  the  recollection  of  his  fellow-traveller, 
wlio  by  this  time  had  got  into  close  indmacy  with  his 
ancisnt  comrade,  Goldthred  of  Abingdon. 

,** Never  believe  me,  bully  Mike,"  said  the  mercer, 
"if  I  am  not  as  glad  to  see  thee  as  ever  I  was  to,  see 
a  customer's  money  t— Why,  thou  canst  give  a  friend 
a  afy  place  at  a  mask  or  revel  now.  Mike;  ay,  or  I 
warrant  Uiee.  thou  canst  say  in  my  lord's  ear,  when 
my  honoiurable  lord  is  down  m  those  parts,  and  wants 
A  Spanish  ruff  or  the  like— thou  canst  say  in  his  ear. 
There  is  mine  old  friend,  young  Lawrence  Goldthred 
of  Abingdon,*  has  as  good  wares,  lawn,  tiffany,  cam- 
bric, and  so  forth— ay,  and  is  as  pretty  apiece  oi  man's 
flestir  too,  as  is  in  Berkshire,  and  will  ruffle  it  for  your 
lord«nip  with  any  man  of  his  mches;  and  thou  may'st 

sa\r" 

'*  I  can  say  a  hundred  d— d  lies  besides,  mercer."  an- 
awered  Lambourne ;, "  what,  one  iBust  not  stand  upon 
a  gg^od  word  for  a  friend  I" 

^  Here  is  to  thee,  Mike,  with  all  my  heart."  saiid  the 
mercer;  "and  thou  canst  tell  one  the  reality  of  the 
new  fashions  too— Here  was  a  r^ue  pedlar  but  now, 
vraa  crying  up  the  old-fashioned  Sfpanish  nether-stock 
over  tne  Gascoigne  hose,  although  thou  seest  how 
well  the  French  hose  set  off  the  leg  and  knee,  being 
adorned  with  parti- coloured  garters  and  garniture  in 
cofiformity." 

"  Kxcelient,  excellent"  replied  Lamboume ; "  why, 
thy  limber  bit  of  a  thigh,  thrust  through  that  bnncn 
of  slashed  buckram  and  tifiany,  shows  like  a  house- 
wife's distaff,  when  the  flax  is  half  spun  off!" 

**  Said  I  not  sol"  said  the  mercer,  whose  shallow 
brain  viras  now  overflowed  in  his  turn ;  "  where  then, 
where  be  this  rascal  pedlar  7— there  was  a  pedlar  here 
but  novy,  raethinks?— Mine  host,  where  the  foul  fiend 
is  this  pedlar?" 

"  Where  wise  men  should  be,  Master  Goldthred," 
replied  Giles  Gosling;  "even  shut  up  in  his  private 
chaniber.  telling  over  the  sales  of  to-day,  and  prepa- 
ring for  tne  custom  of  to-morrow."  4 

•*^Hang  him,  a  mechanical  chuflT^spid  the  mercer; 
"hat  for  shame,  it  were  a  good  deed  to  ease  him  of 
fan  wares.— a  set  of  neddnng  knave&  who  stroll 
through  the  land,  and  hurt  the  estabfished  trader. 
lliere  are  good  fellows  in  Berkshire  yet,  mine  host— 
yoor  pedlar  may  be  met  withal  on  Maiden  Castle." 

"Ay,"  replied  mine  host,  laughing,  "and  he  who 
meets  him  may  meet  his  match— the  pedlar  is  a  tall 


"Is  he T  said  Goldthred. 

**iihe'V  replied  the  hos( ;  "ay,  by  cock  and  pie  is 


be— the  very  pedlar,  he  who  raddled  Robin  Hood  m 
<i«htly,  as  tne  song  says, 

'  Naw  Robin  Hood  draw  hh  aword  to  food. 

The  pedlar  draw  his  brand, 
And  he  hath  raddled  him.  Robin  Hood, 

Till  he  neither  could  see  nor  etand.'  '* 

"Hang  him,  foul  scroyle,  let  him. pass,"  said  tha 
mercer;  if  he  be  such  a  one,  there  were  small  wor* 
ship  to  DS  woo  upon  him.— And  now  tell  me.  Hike-- 
my  honest  Mike,  now  wears  the  Hollands  you  won  of 
mel" 

"  Vfhy.  well,  as  tou  may  see.  Master  Goldthr^,". 
answered  Mike:  "I  will  bestow  a  pot  on  thee  for  the 
handsel.— Fill  thetlagon.  Master  Tapsti>r.'^ 

"Thou  wilt  win  no  mors  Hollands,  I  think  on  such 
wagjer,  friend  Mike,"  said  the  Mercer;  "  for  the  sulky 
swam,  Tony  Foster,  rails  at  thee  all  to  nought,  and 
swears  you  shall  ne'er  darken  his  doors  again,  for 
that  your  oaths  are  enou(Eh  to  blow  the  roof  off  a 
Christian  man's  dwelling.'^ 

"Doth  he  say  so,  the  mincingi  hypocritical  miser  1" 
vociferated  Lamboume;—"  Why.  then,  he  shall  oome 
down  and  receive  my  commands  here,  this  blessed 
night,  under  my  uneleB  roof!  And  I  will  ring  him 
such  a  black  sanctus,  that  he  shall  think  the  devil 
hath  him  by  the  skirts  ibr  a  month  to  come,  for  barely 
hearing  mei"  '  ^ 

"  Nay,  now  the  pottle-pot  is  uppermost,  with  a  wit- 
ness !"  said  the  mercer.  ^'  Tony  Foster  obey  thy  whis- 
tle I— Alas  1  good  MikA  go  sleep— go  sleep." 

"  I  tell  tht«  what,  thou  thin-faced  gull,"  said  Mi- 
chael Lamboume,  in  huih  chafe,  "I  will  wager  thee 
fifty  angels  against  the  ust  five  shelves  of  thy  shop, 
numbenng  upward  from  the  &lse  tight,  with  all 
that  is  on  them,  that  I  make  Tony  Foster  come  down 
to  this  public  house,  before  we  nave  finished  throe 
rounds."  ,  ,.     .,  , 

"I  will  lay  no  bet  to  that  amount."  said  the  mercer, 
something  sobered  by  an  offer  which  intimated  rather 
too  private  a  knowledge,  on  Lambourae's  part,  of 
the  secret  recesses  of  ms  Ishop.  "  I  will  lay  no  such 
wager,"  he  said,  "  but  I  will  stake  five  angels  against 
thy  five,  if  thou  wilt,  that  Tony  Foster  will  not  leave 
his  own  roof;  or  come  to  alehouse  after  prayer  tune, 
for  thee,  or  any  man."   . 

"Content."  said  Lambourne.— " HereL  uncle,  hold 
stakes,  and  let  one  of  your  young  bleed-barrels  there 
—one  of  your  infant  tapsters,  trip  presently  up  to  The 
Plaoa  and  give  this  letter  to  Master  Foster,  and  say 
that  I.  his  ingle,  Michael  Lamboume,  pray  to  speak 
with  him  at  mine  uncle's  castle  here^  upon  business 
of  grave  import.— Away  with  theei  chiH,  for  it  is  now 
sun-down,  and  the  wretch  soeth  to  bed  with  the  birds, 
to  save  mutton-suet— faugh  1" 

Shortly  after  this  messenger  was  r^^spatched^nn 
interval  which  was  spent  in  drinking  and  buffoonery 
—he  returned  with  the  answer,  that  Master  Foster 
was  coming  presently. 

"  Won,  won !"  said  Lamboumst  dardng  on  tha 
stakes. 

"  Not  till  he  comes,  if  you  please,"  said  the  mercer, 
interfering. 

"  Why,  'sblood,  he  is  at  the  threshold,"  replied  Mi* 
chsel.-^'what  said  be,  boy?" 

"If  it  please  your  worship."  answered  the  messen- 
ger, "he  looked  out  of  window,  with  a  musquctoon 
in  his  hand,  and  when  I  delivered  your  errond,  which 
I  did  with  fear  and  trembling,  he  said,  witli  a  vinecar 
aspect,  that  your  worship  might  be  gone  to  the  infer* 
nal  regions." 

"  Or  to  hell,  I  suppose,"  said  Lamboume—"  it  is 
there  he  disposes  of  ail  that  arc  not  of  the  congrega- 
tion." 

"  Even  so,"  said  the  boy ;  **  I  used  the  other  phrase 
as  being  the  more  poetical." 

"  An  ingenious  youth."  said  Michael ;  "  shalt  hove  a 
drop  to  wet  thy  poetical  whistle— And  what  said  Fos« 
ternext?"  ,^      ,     ^ 

"  He  caDed  me  back,"  answered  the  boy,  and  bid 
me  say.  you  might  come  to  him,  if  you  had  aught  to 
say  to  nim." 

'*  And  what  next  ?"  said  Lamboume. 

"He  read  the  letter,  and  seemed  in  a  fluster,  and 
asked  if  your  worship  was  in  drink— and  I  said  voa 
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wete  iMaking  a  little  Spanitfa,  u  one  who  had  been 
ID  theCanariefl." 

"  Out,  ye  diminutive  jpint-pot,  whelped  of  an  over- 
grown reckoning !"  repued  Lamboume— '*  Out  I— Bnt 
what  said  he  then  r* 

"Why,"  aaid  the  boy,  "he  muttered,  that  if  he 
came  not,  jrour  worship  would  bolt  out  what  were 
better  kept  in ;  and  so  he  took  his  okl  flat  cap,  and 
thread  bare  blue  cloak,  and,  as  I  aaid  before,  he  will  be 
here  incontinent.'* 

"There  is  truth  in  what  he  said,"  replied  Lamboume, 
ss  if  sp^akinff  to  himself-*'  My  bram  has  played  me 
ka  old  dog's  tnok-4>ut  corragio—let  him  approach  t 
—I  have  not  rolled  about  in  the  world  for  many  a 
day,  to  fear  Tony  Foster,  be  I  drunk  or  sober.— 
Bnng  me  a  flagon  of  cold  water,  tQ  christen  my  sack 
withal." 

While  Lamboamei  whom  the  approach  of  Foster 
seemed  to  have  recalled  to  a  sense  of  his  own  condi- 
tion, was  busied  in  preparing  to  receive  him,  Giles 
Gosling,  stole  up  to  the  apartment  of  the  pedicr, 
whom  ne  found  traversing  the  room  in  much  agi- 
tation. 

**  You  withdrewyourself  suddenly  from  the  compa- 
ny." said  the  landlord  to  theguest. 

•  It  was  time,  when  the  devil  became  one  among 
you/'  replied  the  pedler. 

**It  is  not  courteous  in  you  to  term  my  nei>hew  by 
such  a  name,"  said  GosUng,  **'nor  is  it  kindly  in  me  to 
reply  to  it ;  and  yet,  in  some  sort,  Mike  may  be  con- 
Miered  as  a  limb  of  Satan." 

'*Pooh— I  talk  not  of  the  swaggering  ruffian," 
replied  the  pedler,  "it  is  of  the  otber^  who,  for 
aught  I  know— But  when  go  they?  or  wherefore 
come  theyl"  * 

'*  Mairy,  these  are  questions  I  cannot  answer,"  re- 
plyid  the  host.  "  But.  look  vou,  sir,  you  have  brought 
me  a  token  from  worthy  Master  TressHian— a  pretty 
stone  it  is."  He  took  out  the  ring  and  looked  at  it, 
adding  as  he  put  it  into  his  purse  again,  that  it  was 
too  rich  a  guerdon  for  any  thmj^  he  could  do  for  the 
worthy  donor.  He  was,  he  said,  in  the  public  line, 
and  it  ill  became  him  to  be  too  inquisitive  into  other 
folk's  concerns ;  he  had  already  saki,  that  he  oouid 
hear  nothing,  but  that  the  lady  lived  still  at  Cumnor 
Place,  in  the  closest  seclusion,  and,  to  such  as  by 
chance  had  a  view  of  her,  seemed  pensive  and  discon- 
tented with  her  solitude.  "But  here,"  he  said,  "if 
you  are  desirous  to  gratify  your  master,  is  the  rarest 
chance  that  hath  occurred  for  this  many  a  day.  To- 
ny Foster  is  coming  down  hither,  and  it  is  but  letting 
Mike  Lamboume  nnell  another  wine-flask,  and  the 
Queen's  command  would  not  move  him  from  the  ale- 
bench.  So  they  are  fast  for  an  hour  or  so— Now,  if 
you  will  don  your  parck,  which  will  be  your  best  ex- 
oiiae,  you  may,  perchance,  win  the  ear  of  the  old  ser- 
vant, oemg  assured  of  the  master's  absence,  to  let 
you  try  to  get  some  custom  of  the  lady,  and  then  you 
may  le^m  more  of  her  condition  than  I  or  any  other 
can  teH  you." 

"True— very  true,"  answered  Wsirland,  for  he  it 
was ;  "  an  excellent  device,  but  methinks  something 
dangerous— for,  say  Foster  should  return?" 
"very  possible  indeed,"  replied  the  host 
"Or  say,**  continued  Wayland,  "the  lady  should 
'  render  me  cold  thanks  for  my  exertions?" 

"  As  is  not  unlikely,"  replied  Giles  Crosling.  "  I  mar 
vel.  Master  TressHian  will  take  such  heed  of  h^r  that 
cares  not  for  him." 

"In  either  cose  I  were  foully  sped."  said  Wayland ; 
"  and  ihereforo  I  do  not,  on  the  whole,  much  relish 
your  device." 

"  Nay,  but  take  me  with  you,  good  master  serving- 
man,"  replied  mine  host,  "  this  is  your  master's  busi- 
ness and  not  mine ;  you  best  know  the  risk  to  beren- 
cxnintered.  or  how  far  you  are  willing  to  brave  it.  But 
that  whicn  you  will  not  yourself  hazard,  you  caimot 
expect  others  to  risk." 

*'Hold,  hold,"  said  Wayland}  "tell  me  but  one 
thing— Goes  yonder  old  man  up  to  Cumnor  ?" 

"  Surely.  I  think  so,"  said  the  landlord ;  "  their  ser- 
vant said  nc  was  to  take  their  bageage  thither,  but 
the  ale-tar>  has  been  as  potent  for  nim  as  the  sack- 
spigot  has  been  for  MichaeL" 


"  ft  is  enough,"  said  Wayland,  assuming  an  air  of 
resolution— "I  will  thwart  that  old  villain s  projects 
—my  affright  at  his  baleful  aspect  bes;ins  to  sSatev 
and  my  hatred  to  arise.  Help  me  on  with  my  padi, 
good  mine  host— And  look  to  thyself,  old  Albumaxer 
—there  is  a  malignant  influence  in  thy  horoscope,  and 
it  gleams  fh>m  the  constellation  Ursa  Major.*' 

So  saying,  be  assumed  his  burden,  and!  guided  bv 
the  landlora  through  the  postern-gate  ot  the  Black 
Bear,  took  the  most  private  way  from  thence  up  to 
Cumnor  Place. 


CHAPTER   XX. 

Ctemk  Yoa  b«v«  of  ihese  pHtera,  that  havBnwn  in  'ostkis 
jou'd  ihisk,  mter.  U'Umr't  Tste,  Jtt  JV.,  Bom  a 

,  In  his  anxiety  to  obey  the  Earl's  repeated  chaigM 
of  secrecy,  as  weH  as  from  his  own  unsocial  and 
miserly  habits,  Anthony  Foster  was  mote  desiroai^ 
by  his  mode  bf  housekeeping^  to  escape  observation, 
than  to  resist  intrusive  curiosity.  Thus,  instead  of  a 
numerous  household,  to  secure  nis  charge  and  defend 
his  house,  he  studied,  as  much  as  possible,  to  dadt 
notice,  by  duninishing  his  attendants ;  so  thaLimlsii 
when  there  were  folio  were  of  the  Earl,  or  of  vanefi 
in  the  mansbn,  one  old  male  domestic,  and  two  tgn 
crones,  who  assisted  in  keepmg  the  Countess's  apart- 
ments in  order,  were  the  only  servants  of  the  faiqjbr. 
It  was  one  of  these  old  women  who  opened  w 
door  when  Wayland  knocked,  and  answered  lii 
petition,  to  be  admitted  to  exhibit  his  wares  to  ly 
ladies  of  the  family,  with  a  volley  of  vitupentifli^ 
couched  in  what  is  there  called  .the  ^owring  diileet. 


The  pedler  found  the  means  of  checking  this  vodfaa- 
tion,  by  slipping  a  silver  groat  into  ner  hand,  m 
intimanng  the  present  of  some  stuff  for  a  coi(  if  tb« 
lady  would  buy  of  his  wares. 

*^God  ield  thee,  tor  mine  is  aw  m  littocks— Slockcl 
with  thy  pack  into  gham.  mon— Her  walks  m 
gham."  Into  the  garden  she  ushered  the  pedkr 
accordingly,  and  pointing  to  an  old  ruinous  garden- 
house,  said,  "  Yonder  bc's  her,  mon,— yoncier  be'l 
her— Zhe  will  buy  changes  an  me  loikes  stuffs." 

"  She  has  lel%  me  to  come  off  as  I  may,"  thoi 
Wayland^  as  he  heard  the  hag  shut  the  garden-d 
behind  him.  "  But  th^  shall  not  beat  me,  and  vM 
dare  not  murder  me,  for  so  little  trespass,  and  M 
this  fair  twilight.  Hang  tt^  I  will  on— a  brave  genenl 
never  thought  of  bis  retreat  till  he  was  defcateAJ 
see  two  females  in  the  old  garden-house  yonder-*bjrt 
how  to  address  them  ?— Stay— Will  Sltakspeare,  M 
my  ^end  in  need !  I  will  pve  them  a  taste  of  Anto- 
lycuB."  He  then  sung,  with  a  good  voice,  and  be 
coming  audacity,  the  popular  playhouse  diny,—  ; 

"  Lawn  ti  white  m  drircn  snow, 
Cyprna  black  ai  e'er  was  crow, 
'"*  laadi 


Oiovea  aa  awe^t 

Maaka  for  faoei  and  for  poMa." 

"What  hath  fortune  sent  us  here  for  an  unwonted 
sight,  Janet  7"  said  the  lady. 

^*  One  of  those  merchants  of  vanity,  called  pedlera 
answered  Janet,  demurely,    "who  utters  his  Unit 
wares  in  lighter  measures— I  nrorvel  old  Dorcas  let 
him  pass."'^ 

"It  is  a  lucky  chance,  girl,"  ^aicl  the  Countess; 
"  we  lead  a  heavy  life  here,  and  this  may  while  off  a 
weary  hour." 

"Ay,  my  gracious  Ikdy^"  said  Janet (  "but my 
father  1" 

"  He  is  not  fiiv  father,  Janet,  nor  I  hope  my  mas- 
ter," answered  ttt  lady— "I  say,  call  the  man  hither- 
I  want  some  things." 

"Nay,"  replied  Janet,  "your  ladyship  has  but  » 
say  so  in  the  next  packet,  and  if  England  can  fiirniffi 
them  they  will  be  sent.— There  whI  oome  mtschw 
on' t— Pray,  dearest  Isdy,  let  me  bid  the  man  begone  J" 

"I  will  have  thee  bid  him  come  hither,"  said  wj 
Countess:— "or  stay,  thou  terrified  fool,  I  will  on 
him  myself!  and  spare  thee  a  chiding." 

"Ah!  well-a-day,  dearest  hidy,  if  that  were  the 
worst,"  said  Janet,  sadly,  while  the  lady  called  to 
the  pedler,  "Good  fellow,  st^  forward--ando  thy 


^ 
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iMok— if  thoa  hast  good  wara&  chuice  has  aent  thee 
mther  for  my  convenience,  and  thy  profit.*' 

"What  may  your  ladyship  please  to  lack'?''  said 
Wtyland,  unstrapin^  mis  pack,  and^  displaying  its 
oontenis  with  as  much  dexterity  as  if  he  had  oeen 
bred  to  the  trade.  Indeed  he  had  occaaionailf  pur- 
sued it  in  the  course  of  his  rovinf^  Ufe.  and  now  com- 
mended hia  wares  with  all  the  volubility  of  a  trader, 
and  showed  some  skill  in  the  main  art  of  placing 
prices  upon  them. 

"VMiat  do  I  please  to  lack  1"  saki  the  kdy,  "  why, 
ooluideiing  I  have  not  for  six  long  -months  bought 
one  yard  of  lawn  or  cambric,  or  one  trinket,  the  most 
iaoonsidermble,  for  my  own  uscj  and  at  m^  own 
ciMioe^  the  better  question  is,  what  hast  thou  got  to 
lell'^  Lay  aside  tor  me  that  cambric  partiet  and 
pair  of  sleeves—and  those  roundells  of  gold  fringe, 
drawn  out  with  Cyprus— and  that  short  cloak  of 
eiteny-coloiiTed  fine  cloth,  gamished  with  gokl  but- 
tons and  loops.—Is  it  not  of  an  absolute  fancy, 
Janet?"  J 

"Nay,  my  lady,"  replied  Janet,  "if  you  oonsult 
ay  poor  judgment,  it  is,  methinks,  over  gaudy  for 
ft  flnceful  habit" 

Now,  out  upon  thy  judgment,  if  it  be  no  brighter, 
wench."  said  the  Countess:  '**thou  shalt  wear  it 
thyself  for  penance  sake ;  and  I  piomise  thee  the  gold 
buttons,  being  somewhat  massive,  wiH  comfort  thy 
Ather,  and  reconcile  him  to  the  cheny-coloured 
bo^.  See  that  he  snap  them  not  away,  Janet,  and 
•eoa  them  to  bear  company  with  the  imprisoned 
ftogels  which  he  keeps  captive  in  hii  strong-box." 

Mar  I  pray  your  ladyship  to  spare  my  poor 
faiherr  said  Janet. 

"Nay>  but  why  should  any  one  spare  him  that  is 
so  sptnng  of  his  o]^  nature  7"  replied  the  lady.— 
WdL  but  to  OUT  gear— That  head  garniture  for 
nyaelL  and  that  silver  bodkin,  mounted  with  peari  r— 
aM  take  off  two  gowns  of  that  russet  doth  for  Dor- 
CBS  and  Alison,  Janet,  to  ke^  the  old  wretches  warm 
against  vrinter  com^-^And  stay,  hast  thou  no  ]>er- 
teua  and  sweet  Mm,  or  any  handsome  casting 
DoitieB  of  the  newest  mbde  V 

**  Ware  I  a  pedler  in  earnest,  I  vi^ere  a  made  mer- 
ckant,"  thought  Wayland,  as  he  busied  himself  to 
iMawer  the  demands  which  she  thronged  one  on 
4bther,  with  the  ea^mete  of  a  young  lady  who  has 
been  long  aecluded  from  such  a  pleasmg  occupatbn. 
"Hut  faow  to  bring  her  to  a  moment^  serious  re- 
Usecion  V*  Then  as  he  exhibited  his  choicest  collec- 
tion of  essences  and  perfumes,  he  at  once  arrested 
her  attention  by  observing,  that  these  ardcles  had 
almost  risen  to  double  value,  since  the  magnificent 
preparations  made  by  the  Earl  of  Leicester  to  enter- 
tain the  Queen  and  court  at  his  princely  Castle  of 
Kenil  worth. 

"Hal"  said  the  Countess,  hasdiy;  "that  rumour 
then  is  true,  Janet." 

"Surety,  madam,"  answered  Wayland:  "and  I 
marvel  it  hath  not  reached  your  nobla  ladyship's 
ean.  The  Queen  of  England  feasts  with  the  noble 
Earl  for  a  week  during  the  Summer's  Progress ;  and 
thcfe  are  many  who  will  tell  you  En^and  will  have 
I  king^  ftnd  England's  Elizabeth— God  save  herl— 
a  husMndi  ere  the  Progress  be  over." 
.  "Thev  he  like  villains!"  saki  the  Countess,  burst- 
k  lag  forth  impatiently. 

"  For  Grod's  sake,  madam,  consider,"  said  Janet, 
trembling  with  apprehennon;  "who  would  cumber 
,  themselves  about  pedlar's  tidinffsT! 
'-  "Yes,  Janet!"  exclaimed  the  Countess;  "rkht, 
\  ihou  haat  corrected  me  justly.  Such  reports,  blight- 
I  mg  the  reputation  of  England's  brightest  and  no- 
f  blest  DMBer,  can  only  find  currency  amongst  the  mean, 
the  abject,  and  the  infamous !" 

"May  1  perish,  fauly,"  said  Wayland  Smith,  ob- 
tervittA  that  hervralence  directed  itself  towards  him, 
"if  I  nave  done  any  thing  to  merit  this  strange  pas- 
■011 !— I  have  said  but  what  many  men  stav." 

By  this  time  the  Countess  had  recovered  her  com- 
pOBore,  and  endeavoured,  alarmed  by  the  anxious 
bints  of  Janet,  to  suppress  all  appearance  -of  dis- 
pieassne,  "I  were  loath,"  she  said,  "good  fellow, 
that  oiir  Qnesn  shouki  change  the  virgin  styles  so 


dear  to  us  her  people— think  not  of  it."  And  then, 
as  if  desirous  to  change  the  subject,  she  added,  "And 
what  is  this  paste,  so  carefully  put  up  in  the  silver 
box  7"  as  she  examined  the  contents  of  a  casket  in 
which  drugs  and  perfumes  were  contained  in  sepa 
rate  drawers. 

"  It  is  a  remedy,  madam,  for  a  disorder  of  whk;h  f 
trust  your  ladyship  will  never  have  reason  to  com 

f>lain.  The  amount  of  a  small  turkey-bean,  swal- 
owed  daily  for  a  week,  fortifies  the  heart  against  those 
black  vapoura  which  arise  from  solitude;  melancholy 

unrequited  affection,  disappointed  hope'' 

"  Are  you  a  fbol^  friend  r  said  the  Countess,  sharp* 
ly ;  "or  do  you  thmk,  because  I  have  good-natureotv 
purchased  your  trumpery  goods  at  yoyr  roKuisn 
j>rices,  that  you  may  put  any  guUery  you  wiU  on 
me?— who  ever  heard  that  afiections  of  the  heart 
were  cured  by  medicines  given  to  the  body?" 

"  Under  your  honourable  favotu',"  sud  Wayland 
"  I  am  an  honest  man,  and  I  have  sold  my  goods  at 
an  honest  price^As  to  this  most  precious  medicine, 
when  I  told  iu  qualities,  I  asked  you  not  to  purchase 
it,  so  why  should  I  lie  to  you  ?  i  say  not  it  will  ours 
a  rooted  affection  of  the  mind,  whicn  only  God  and 
time  can  do ;  but  I  say,  that  this  restorative  relieves 
the  black  vapoure  which  are  engendered  in  the  body 
of  that  melancholy  which  brooaeth  on  the  mind.  I 
have  rehevod  many  with  it,  both  in  court  and  city 
and  of  late  one  Master  Edmund  Tressilian,  a  wor- 
shipful gentleman  in  ComwaU,  who,  on  some  slijiht, 
received,  it  was  told  me,  where  he  had'  set  his  aliee* 
tions,  was  brouaht  into  that  state  of  melancholy 
which  madd  his  niends  alarmed  for  his  life." 

He  paused,  and  the  lady  remained  silent  for  soms 
time,  and  then  asked,  with  s  voice  which  she  strove 
in  vain  to  render  firm  andindififerentin  its  tone,  "Is 
the  gentleman  you  have  mentioned  perfectly  reco- 

"Passablv,  madam,"  answered  Wayland;  "he hath 
at  least  no  bodily  conmlaint." 

"I  will  take  some  of  the  medidne,  Janet,"  saki  the 
Countess.  "  I  too  have  sometimes  that  dark  melan* 
choly  which  overclouds  the  brain."  * 

"You  shall  not  do  so,  madam,"  said  Janet ;  "  who 
shall  answer  that  this  fellow  vends  what  is  whole- 
some?" I 

"  I  will  myself  warrant  my  good  faith,"  said  Way 
land ;  and,  taking  a  Ptirtof  the  nedidne,  he  swallow- 
ed it  before  them.  The  Countess  now  bought  what 
remained,  a  step  to  which  Janet,  by  farther  obtee- 
tu>ns,  only  determined  her  the  more  obstinately..  She 
even  took  the  firet  dose  upon  ti^e  instant,  and  profess- 
ed to  feel  her  heart  lightened  and  her  spirits  augment- 
ed,—a  consequence  which,  in  all  probabilitv,  existed 
only  in  her  own  -imaiidnatwn.  The  lady  then  piled 
the  purchases  she  had  made  together,  flung  her  purse 
to  Janet,  and  desired  her  to  compute  the  amount,  and 
to  pay  the  pedler;  while  she  herself  as  if  tired  of  ths 
amusement  she  at  firet  found  in  conversing  with  him, 
wished  him  good  evening,  and  walked  carelessly  bito 
the  house,  thus  depriving  Wayland  of  every  opportu- 
tunity  to  speak  with  her  in  private..  He  hastened, 
however,  to  attempt  an  explanation  with  Janet. 

"Maiden,"  ha  said,  "thou  hast  the  face  of  one  who 
should  love  heftmistress.  She  hath  much  need  of 
faithful  aervice," 

"  And  well  deserves  it  at  my  hands,"  replied  Janet; 
"but  what  of  that?" 

"  Maiden.  I  am  not  altogether  what  I  seem,"  said 
the  pedler,  lowering  his  voice. 

"The  less  like  to  De  an  honest  man,"  said  Janet. 

"The  more  so,"  answered  Wajdand,  "since  I  am 
no  pedler." 

"Get. thee  gone  then  instant! v,  or  I  will  call  for 
assistance,"  said  Janet;  "my  fainer  must  ere  this  be 
returned." 

"  Do  not  be  so  rash,"  said  Wayland ;  "you  will  do 
wAat  you  may  repent  ofl  I  am  one  of  your  mistress's 
friends;  and  she  hath  need  of  more,  not  that  thoa 
shoukist  ruin  those  she  hath." 

"  How  shall  I  know  that?"  said  Janet 

"Look  me  ^n  theface^"  said  Wayland  Smith,  "and 
see  if  thou  dost  not  read  honesty  in  my  looks.'' 

"And  in  truth,  though  by  no  means  handsoms 
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♦.here  wns  in  his  physioRnomy  the  sharp,  keen  ex- 
pression of  inveiuive  gernus  aiid  prompt  intellect, 
wliich,  joined  lo<imck  and  brilliant  eyes,  a  well-form- 
ed mouth,  and  an  intellip^ent  smile,  often  Rives  f^ace 
and  interest  to  features  which  are  both  homely  and 
sn-f  ijTilar.  Janet  looked  nt  him  with  tht:  sly  simplicity 
of  lier  sect,  and  replied.  "  Notwithstanding  thy  ooast- 
ed  honesty,  friend,  ancl  although  I  am  not  accustom- 
ed to  rcau  and  pass  jud$;ment  on  such  volumes  as 
thou  hast  submitted  to  my  perusal,  I  tliink  1  see  in 
thy  countenance  something  of  the  pedlei^-something 
of  the  piccaroon." 

"On a  small  scale,  perhaps,"  said  Wayland  Smith, 
laughing.  "  But  this  evening,  or  to-morrow,  will  an 
old  man  come  hither  with  thy  father,  who  has  the 
Btealtny  step  of  the  cat,  the  shrewd  and  vindictive  eye 
of  the  rat,  the  fawning  wile  of  the  spaniel,  the  deter- 
mined snatch  of  the  mastiff— of  him  beware,  for  your 
own  sake,  and  that  of  your  mistress.  See  you,  fair 
Janet,  he  brings  the  venom  of  the  aspic  under  the 
assumed  innocence  of  the  dove.  What  precise  mis- 
cbief  he  meditates  towards  you  I  cannot  guess,  but 
death  and  disease  have  ever  dogged  his  footsteps. — 
Say  nought  of  this  to  thy  mistress— my  art  suggests 
to  me  th^t  in  her  state,  the  fear  of  evil  may  be  at*  dan- 
gerous as  its  operation— But  see,  that  she  take  my 
specific,"  for— (he  lowered  his  voice,  and  spoke  Iqw 
but  impressively  in  her  ear)— ''it  is  an  antidote  against 
poison— Hark,  they  enter  the  garden !" 

Ih  effect,  a  sound  of  noisy  mh-th  and  loud  talking 
approached  the  garden  door,  alarmed  bv  which  Way- 
land  Smith  spnm^  into  the  midst  of  a  thicket  of  over- 
grown shrubs,  while  Janet  withdrew  to,  the  garden- 
bouse  that  she  might  not  incur  observation,  and  that 
she  might  at  the  same  time  conceal,  at  least  for  the 
present,  the  purchases  made  from  the  supposed  pedler, 
which  lay  scattered  on  the  floor  of  the  eummer-nouse. 

Janet,  however,  had  no' occasion  for  anxiety.  Her 
father,  his  old  attendant,  Lord  Leicester's  domestic, 
and  the  astrologer,  entered  the  garden  in  tumult  and 
in  extreme  perplexity,  endeavouring  to  quiet  Lam- 
bourne,  whose  bmin  had  now  become  ^mptetely  fired 
yviih  liquor,  and  who  was  one  of  those  unfortunate 
persons,  who  being  once  stirred  with  the  vinous  sti- 
mulus, do  not  fall  asleep  like  other  drunkards,  but  re- 
main partially  influenced  by  it  for  many  hours,  until 
at  length,  by  successive  draughts,  they  are  elevated 
into  a  state  of  uncontiollabletrenzv.  Like  many  men 
in  this  state  also,  Lambourne  neither  lost  the  power 
of  motion,  speech,  or  expression  $  but,  on  the  contrary, 
spoke  with  unwonted  emphama  and  readineaa,  and 
told  all  that  at  another  ^me  he  would  have  been  most 
desirous  to  keep  secret 

"What!"  ejaculated  Michael  at  the  full  extent  of 
his  voice,  "  am  I  to  have  no  welcome,— no  carouse, 
when  I  have  brought  fortune  to  your  old  ruinous  dog- 
house in  the  shape  of  a  devil's  ally,  that  can  change 
slate-shivers  into  Spanish  dollars  1— Here,  you  Tony 
Firo-the-Fagot,  papist,  puritan,  hypocrite,  miser,  pr<^ 
fligate,  devil,  cornponnded  of  all  men's  sins,  bow  down 
and  reverence  him  who  has  brought  into  thy  house 
the  very  mammon  thou  worshippest !" 

"For  God's  sake,"  said  Foster,  "  speak  low— coqjie 
mto  the  house— thou«ehalt  have  wine,  or.  whatever 
thou  wilt." 

"No,  old  puckfoist,  I  will  have  it  here,"  thundered 
the  inebriated  ruflian— " here,  alfresco,  as  the  Italian 
hath  it.— No,  no,  I  will  not  drink  with  that  poisoning 
devil  within  doors,  to  be  choked  with  the  fumes  of 
arsenic  and  quicksilver ;  I  learned  from  villain  Var- 
nev  to  beware  of  that.'* 

^'  Fetch  him  wine,  in  the  name  of  all  the  fiends !" 
said  the  alchymist. 

"Aha!  and  thou  wouldst  spice  it  for  me,  0I4  True- 
penny, wouldet  thou  not?  Ay,  I  should  have  cop- 
peras, and  hellebore,  and  vitnol,  and  aquafortis,  and 
twenty  devilish  materials,  bubblmg  in  my  brain-pan, 
like  a  charm  to  raise  the  devil  in  a  witches  cauldron. 
Hand  roe  the  flask  thyself,  old  Tony  Fire-the-Fagol 
— and  let  it  be  cool— 1  will  have  no  wincmullea  at 
the  pile  of  the  old  burnt  bishops— Or  stay,  let  Leices- 
ter be  king  if  he  will— good— and  Vamey,  \'illain  Var- 
ney,  pand  vizier— why,  excellent !— and  what  shall  I 
De  tfaea?— why,  emperor— Emperor  Lambourne!— 


I  will  see  this  choice  piece  of  beauty  that  they  have 
walled  up  here  for  their  private  pleasures— I  will  haT« 
her  this -very  ni^ht  to  serve  my  wme-cup.  and  put  on 
my  nightcap.  What  should  a  fellow  oo  wiin  twn 
wives,  were  he  twenty  times  an  Karl?— answer  mf 
that,  Tony,  boy,  you  old  reprobate  hypocritical  dog, 
whom  Gog  struck  out  of  the  book  of  life,  but  tor- 
mented with  the  constant  wish  to  be  restored  to  it— 
You  old  bishop-burning,  blasphemous  fanatic,  abswci 
me  thai  7" 

"I  will  stick  my  knife  to  the  haft  in  him,"  sak) 
Foster,  in  a  low  tone,  which  trembled  with  pasaion. 

"  For  the  love  of  Heaven,  no  violence !"  said  the 
astrologer.  "  It  cannot  but  be  looked  closely  into.— 
Here,  honest  Lambourne.  vtrilt  thou  pledge  me  to  tht 
health  of  the  noble  £arl  of  Leicester  and  Master 
Richard  Vamey  1" 

"  I  will,  mine  old  Albumazai^I  will,  my  trusty  vend- 
er of  ratsbane— I  would  kiss  thee,  mine  noneat  infrmc- 
tor  of  the  Lex  Julia,  (as  they  said  at  Leyden,)  dklst  thoa 
not  flavour  so  damnably  of  sulphur,  and  such  fiend- 
ish apothccanr*s  stuff.- Hero  goes  it,  up  seyes — to 
Vamey  end  Leicester !— two  more  noble  mounting 
spirits— and  more  dark-seekin/i^  deep-diving  higin 
flying,  malicious,  ambitkms,  miscreants— weiT,  I  ear 
no  more,  but  I  will  w*het  my  dagger  on  his  heart 
spone,  that  refuses  to  pledge  me !  And  sin,  my  mai- 
lers"  

Thus  speaking,  Lambourne  exhausted  the  cop 
which  the  astrologer  had  handed  to  him,  and  which 
contained  not  wine,  but  distilled  spirits.  He  swora 
half  an  oath^  dropped  the  empty  cup  from  hie  grup, 
laid  his  hand  on-  his  sword  without  being  able  to  draw 
it,  reeled,  and  fell  without  sense  or  motion  into  the 
arms  of  the  domestic,  who  dragged  him  off  to  hit 
chamber  and  put  him  to  bed.  * 

In  the  general  confusion,  Janet  regained  her  lady's 
chamber  unobserved,  trembling  like  sn  aspen  leaC 
but  determined  to  keep  secret  from  the  Counteee  the 
dreadful  surmises  which  she  could  not  help  entertain- 
ing from  the  drunken  ravings  o(  Lambourne.  Her 
fears,  however,  though  they,  assumed  no  certain 
shape,  kept  pace  with  the  advice  of  the  pedler ;  and 
she  confirmed  her  mistress  in  her  purpose  of  t  " ' 
the  medk»ne  which  he  had  recommended,  from  1.  _ 
it  is  probable  she  would  otherwise  have  diseua 
her.  >fei|her  had  these  intimations  escaped  the  i„„ 
of  Wayland,  who  knew  much  better  how  to  intetpni 
them.  He  felt  much  compassion  at  beholding  so 
lovely  a  creature  as  the  Countess,  and  whom  he  Dad 
firet  seen  in  the  bosom  of  domestic  happiness,  ex- 
posed to  the  machinations  of  such  a  gang  of  villains. 
His  indignation,  too,  had  been  highly  excited,  by  hear- 
ing the  voice  of  his  old  master,  agamst  whom  he  felt, 
in  equal  degree,  the  passions  of  hatred  and  fear.  He 
nourished  also  a  pride  in  his  own  art  and  roeources: 
and,  dan^robs  as  the  task  was,  he  that  night  forniea 
a  determination  to  attain  the  bottom  of  the  royetery, 
and  to  aid  the  distressed  lady,  if  it  were  vet  possible. 
From  some  words  which  Lambourne  had  dropped 
among  his  ravings,  Wayland  now,  for  the  first  time, 
felt  inclined  to  doubt  that  Varney  nod  acted  entirely 
on  his  own  account  in  wooing  and  winning  the  afiec- 
tions  of  this  beautiful  creature.  Fame  asserted  of  this 
zealous  retainer,  that  he  had  accommodated  hta  lord 
in  former  love  intrigues:  and  it  occurred  to  W^ayland 
Smith,  that  Leicester  himself  might  be  the  party 
chiefly  interested.  Her  marriage  with  the  Earl  he 
could  not  suspect ;  but  even  the  discovery  of  such  a 
passing  intrigue  with  a  lady  of  Mistress  Amy  Rob* 
sort's  rank^  was  a  secret  of  the  deepest  importance 
to  the  stability  of  the  favourite's  power  over  Elizabeth.. 
"  If  Leicester  himself  should  hesitate  to  stifle  sach  a 
rumour  by  very  strange  means,"  said  he  to  himeell^ 
"  he  has  those  about  him  who  would  do  him  that  fa- 
vour  without  waiting  for  his  consent.  If  I  would  med> 
die  in  this  business,  it  must  be  in  such  ^ise  as  my 
old  master  uses  when  he  compounds  his  manna  « 
Satan,  and  that  is  with  a  close  mask  on  my  face.  S» 
I  will  quit  Giles  Gosling  to-morrow,  and  diange  my 
course  and  place  of  residence  as  often  as  a  hunted, 
fox.  I  should  like  to  see  this  little  puritan,  too,  onoft 
more.  She  looks  both  pretty  and  inteUiaent,  u>  havs 
come  of  such  a  caitiff  as  Anthony  Fire-the-FagoL" 
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GOe*  Goflling  reoehred  the  adieus  of  Wavland  ra  ther 
JDyfttUf  thaa  othenvise.  The  honest  pubucan  saw  so 
much  peril  in  crossing  the  course  of  the  Earl  of  Lei- 
cester's favourite,  that  his  virtue  was  scarce  able  to 
support  him  in  the  task,  and  he  was  well  pleased 
when  it  was  likely  to  be  removed  from  his  shoulders; 
■till,  however,  professing  his  good-  will,  and  readiness, 
in  esse  of  need,  to  do  Master  Tressilian  or  his  emis- 
ie«y  any  service,  in  so  fisur  as  oonaiated  with  his  cha- 
racter (u  a  publicaa. 


CHAPTER  XXI. 
yaolting  unbitioii,  that  o'ariaapt  itnlf, 
Aod  folia  on  Vpthu  aide. 

Thb  splendour  of  the  approaching  revels  at  KenQ- 
worth  was  now  the  conversation  through  all  Eng- 
knd ;  and  every  thing  was  collected  at  home,  or  from 
■broad,  which  could  add  to  the  gayety  or  glory  of  the 
prepared  reception  of  Elizabeth,  at  the  house  of  her 
most  distingmshed  favourite.  Meantime,  Leicester 
•ppeared  dauv  to  advance  in  the  Queen's  favour.  He 
was  s>erpetuaily  by  her  side  in  council,  willingly  listen- 
ed to  in  the  moments  of  courtly  recreation— mvoured 
with  approaches  even  to  familiar  intimacy^k)oked  up 
to  by  an  who  had  aught  to  hope  at  court— courted  by 
foreign  ministers  with  the  most  flattering  testimonies 
•f  PBspect  from  their  sovereigns-^the  AlUr  Etro,  as  it 
leemed.  of  the  stately  Elizabeth,  who  was  now  very 
flenerally  supposed  to  be  studying  the  time  and  oppor- 
tuiity  for  associating  him,  by  marriage,  into  her  so- 
Tsraig^  power. 

Amid  such  a  tide  of  prosperity,  this  minion  of  for- 
tnne,  and  of  the  Queen's  favour,  was  probably  the 
inoBi  imhappy  man  in  the  realm  which  seemed  at 
Wm  dsvQtion.  He  had  the  Fairy  King's  superiority 
over  his  friends  and  dependants,  and  saw  much  which 
.tbey  coald  not.  The  character  of  his  mistress  was 
ffltiiBately  known  to  hhn;  it  wais  his  minute  and  stu- 
aed  acquaintance  with  her  humours,  as  well  as  her 
noble  faculties,  which,  joined  to  his  powerful  mental 
ozalities,  and  his  eminent  external  accomplishments, 
Jiad  raised  him  so  high  in  her  favour;  and  it  was  that 
^enr  knowledge  of  Eer  disposition  which  led  him  to 
Plirehend  at  every  turn  some  sudden  and  overwhelm- 

3 (disgrace.  ,  Leicester  was  like  a  pilot  possessed 
t  chart,  which  points  out  to  him  all  the  peculiari- 
aee  of  his  navigation,  but  which  exhibits  so  many 
ihoala,  breakora,  and  reefs  of  rocks,  that  his  anxious 
ere  reaps  little  more  from  observing  them,  than  to  be 
convinced  that  his  final  escape  can  oe  Httle  else  than 
miraculous. 

In  faci,  Queen  Elizabeth  had  a  character  stran^e- 
Ir  compounded  of  the  stronsest  masculine  sense,  with 
UKMe  foibles  which  are  chienV  supposed  proper  to  the  fe- 
male sex.    Her  subjects  hsa  the  full  benent  of  her  vir- 
tues, which  far  predominated  over  her  weaknesses ;  but 
her  courtiers,  and  those  about  her  person,  had  often  to 
'  iQstain  sudden  and  embarrassing  turns  of  caprice,  and 
thesalliesof  a  temper  which  was  both  jealous  snd 
I  despotic.    She  was  the  nursing-mother  of  her  people, 
bat  she  was,  also,  the  true  daughter  of  Henry  Vlll. ; 
and  though  early  sufferings  and  an  excellent  educa- 
tion had  repressed  and  modified,  they  had  not  alto- 
gftther  destroyed,  the  hereditary  temper  of  that  *'  hard- 
ittled  King,"—"  Her  mind,'*  says  her  witty  god-son, 
.Sir  John  Harrington,  who  had,exi}eriencedDoth  the 
Ifniles  and  the  frowns  which  he  describes,  "was  ofttime 
Ike  the  gentle  air,  that  Cometh  from  the  western 
foint  iti  a  summer's  morn—'  twas  sweet  and  refreshing 
to  ell  around  her.    Her  speech  did  wm  all  affections. 
^Aad  again,*  she  could-  put  forth   such  alterations, 
'^Wi  obedience  was  lackmg,  as  left  no  doubting  v>ho»e 
daiishter  slio  was.     When  she  smiled  it  w^  a  pure 
Mosnjne,  that  every  one  did  choose  to  bask  m,  if  they 
eookl:  but  anoQcame  a  storm,  from  a  sudden  gather- 
iBx  of  clouds,  and  the  thunder  fell,  in  a  wondrous 
Banner,  on  all  alike."* 

"niia  variability  of  disposition,  as  Leicester  well 
Koew,  was  chiefly  formidable  to  those  who  had  a 
(■bare  In  the  Queen's  affections,  and  who  depended 
mher  on  her  personal  regard,  than  on  the  indispen- 
*>bl«  serr<oe8  which  they  could  render  to  her  coun- 
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cils  and  her  cnmn.  Hhe  favour  of  Borleigfa,  or  o< 
Walsingham,  of  a  description  far  less  strikmg  than 
that  by  which  he  was  himself  upheld,  was  founded, 
as  Leicester  was  well  aware,  on  Elizabeth's  solid 
judgment,  not  on  her  partiahtv;  and  was.  therefore, 
free  from  all  those  principles  ot  change  and  decay,  ne- 
cessarily incident  to  that  which  chiefiy  arose  from 
personaJ  accomplishments  and  female  predilection. 
These  great  and  sage  statesmen  were  judged  of  by 
the  Queen,  only  with  reference  to  the  measures  they 
suggested,  ana  the  reasons  by  which  they  supported 
theu-  opinions  in  council;  whereas  the  success  of  Lei- 
cester's course  depended  on  all  those  light  and  change- 
able gales  of  caprice  and  humour,  which  thwart  or 
favour  the  progress  of  a  lover  in  the  favour  of  his  mis- 
tress, and  she,  too,  a  mistress  who  was  ever  and  anon 
becoming  fearful  lest  she  should  Ibrget  the  dignity,  or 
compromise  the  authority,  of  the  Queen,  while  she 
mdwged  the  affections  of  the  woman.  Of  the  diffi- 
culties which  surrounded  his  power,  "  loo  great  to 
keep  or  to  resign^"  Leicester  was  fully  sensible;  and, 
as  he  looked  anxiously  round  for  the  means  of  main- 
taining himself  in  his  precarious  situation,  and  some- 
times contemplated  those  of  descending  from  it  in 
safety,  he  saw  but  Uttle  hope  of  either.  At  such 
moments,  his  thoughts  turned  to  dwell  upon  his 
secret  marriage,  and  its  consequences;  and  it  was 
in  bitterness  against  hims^ll^  if  not  against  his  un- 
fortunate Countess,  that  he  ascribed  to  that  hasty 
measuj^e^  adopted  in  the  ardour  of  what  he  now 
called  mconsiderate  passion,  at  once  the  impossibility 
of  placing  his  power  on  a, solid  basis,  and  the  imme- 
diate prospect  of  its  precipitate  downfall 

"  Men  say,"  thus  ran  his  thoughts,  in  these  anxious 
and  repentant  momenta,  "  that  I  might  marry  Eli- 
zabeth, and  become  King  of  England.  All  things 
suggest  this.  The  match  is  carolled  in  ballads,  while 
the  rabble  throw  their  caps  up— It  has  been  touched 
upon  in  the  schools— whispered  in  the  presence- 
chamber— recommended  from  the  pulpit— prayed  foi 
in  the  Calvmistic  churches  ab^oaa- touched  on  by 
statisM  in  the  very  council  at  home— These  bold 
insinuations  have  been  rebutted  by  no  rebuke,  no  re- 
sentment^ no  chiding,  scarce  even  by  the  usual  female 
protestation  that  she  would  live  and  die  a  viigin 
princess.— Her  words  have  been  more  courteous  than 
ever,  thou^  she  k^ows  such  rumours  are  abroad^ 
her  actions  more  gracious— her  looks  more  kind- 
nought  seems  wanting  to  make  me  King  of  England, 
and  place  me  beyond  the  storms  of  court  -favour, 
excepting  the  putting  fortb  of  mine  own  hand  to 
take  that  crown  imperial,  which  is  the  glory  of  the 
universe!  And  when  I  might  stretch  that  hand  out 
most  bolc^y,  it  is  iiettered  down  by  a  secret  and  inex- 
tricable bond !— And  here  I  have  letters  from  Amy," 
he  would  say,  catching  tl^em  up  with  a  movement  of 
peevishness,  "  persecuting  me  to  acknowledge  her 
openly— to  do  justice  to  her  "and  to  myself— and  I 
wot  not  what.  Methinks  I  have  done  less  than 
justice  to  myself  already.  And  she  speaks  as  if  Eli- 
zabeth were  to  receive  the  knowledge  of  this  matter 
with  the  glee  of  a  mother  hearing  of  the  happy  mar- 
riage of  a  hopeful  son !— She,  the  daughter  of  Henry, 
who  spared  neither  man  m  his  anger,  nor  woman  m 
his  desire,— she  to  find  herself  trirked,  drawn  on 
with  toys  of  passion,  to  the  verge  of  acknowledging 
her  love  to  a  subject,  and  he  discovered  to  be  a  mar- 
ried, man !— Elizabeth  to  learn  that  she  had  been 
dallied  with  in  such  fashion,  as  a  gay  courtier  might 
trifle  with  a  country  wench— We  snoiUd  then  see  to 
our  ruin  /urens  quid  /cemivu .'" 

He  would  then  pause,  and  call  for  Vamey,  whose 
advice  was  now  more  irequentiy  resorted  to  than 
ever,  because  the  Earl  remembered  the  remonstran- 
ces which  he  had  made  against  his  secret  contract 
And  their  consultation  usually  terminated  in  anxious 
deliberation,  how,  or  in  what  manner,  the  Countess 
was  to  be  produced  at  Kenilworth.  'Tnese  commu- 
nings had  for  some  time  ever  ended  in  a  resolution  to 
delay  the  Progress  from  day  to  day.  But  at  length  a 
peremptory  decision  became  necessary. 

"Mizabeih  will  not  be  satisfied  without  her  pre- 
sence," said  the  Earl ;  "  whether  any  suspicion  nath 
entered  her  mindt  as  m^  own  apprahenaioiis  suggest. 
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or  whether  the  petition  of  l^essilian  is  kept  in  her 
memory  by  Sussex,  or  some  other  secret  enemy,  I 
know  not;  but  amongst  all  the  fevourable  expres- 
■ions  which  she  uses  to  me,  she  often  recurs  to  the 
ttory  of  Amy  Robsart.  1  think  that  Amy  is  the  slave 
in  me  chariot,  who  is  placed  there  by  my  evil  fortune 
to  dash  and  to  confound  my  triumph,  even  when  at 
the  highest.  Show  me  thy  device,  Vamey,  for  solving 
the  inextricable  difficulty.  I  have  thrown  every  such 
impediment  in  the  way  of  these  accursed  revels  as  I 
eoukl  propoond  even  with  a  shade  of  decency,  but 
to-dajr  8  interview  has  put  all  to  a  hasard.  She  said  to 
me  kindly  but  peremptorily,  'We  wiU  cive  you  no  far- 
ther time  for  preparations,  my  lord,  lest  you  should 
altogether  ruin  yourselt  On  Saturday,  the  9th  of 
July,  we  will  be  with  you  at  Kenilworth— We  pray 
you  to  forget  none  of  our  appointed  guests  and  suit* 
ors,  and  in  especial  this  ligfat-o-love.  Amy  Robsart 
We  would  virish  to  see  the  woman  who  could  post- 
pone yonder  poetical  gentleman.  Master  Tressilian,  to 
your  man,  Richard  Vamey.'— Now,  Vamey,  ply  thme 
mvention,  whose  forae  hath  availed  us  so  often :  for 
sure  as  my  name  is  Duuley,  the  danger  menaced  by 
my  horoscope  is  now  darkenmg  aroiuid  me." 

Can  my  lady  be  by  no  means  persuaded  to  bear 
ibr  a  brief  space  the  obscure  character  which  circum- 
stances imposeonherT'  said  Vamey,  after  some  hesi- 
tation. 

"  How,  sirrah !  my  countess  term  herself  Ay  wife ! 
—that  may  neither  stand  with  my  honour  nor  with 
hers.»' 

**  Alas !  my  lord,"  answered  Vamey,  '*  and  yet  such 
a  the  quality  in  which  Elizabeth  now  holds  her; 
and  to  contradict  this  opinion  is  to  discover  all."    , 

"Think  of  someihina  else,  Vamey,"  said  the  Earl, 
in  great  agitation ;  *^  tnis  invention  is  naught— If  I 
could  give  way  to  it,  she  would  not;  for  I  tell  thee, 
*  Vamey,  if  thou  know'st  it  not,  that  not  Elizabeth  on 
the  throne  has  more  pride  than  the  daughter  of  this 
obscure  gentieman  of  Devon.  She  is  flexible  in  ma- 
ny thinfi[8,  but  where  she  holds  her  honour  brought 
in  question,  she  hath  a  spirit  and  temper,  as  appre- 
hensive as  lightning,  and  as  swift  in  execution." 

"We  have  experienced  that,  my  lord,  else  had  y[e 
not  been  thus  circumstanced,"  said  Vamey.  "  But 
what  else  to  suggest  I  know  not— Methmks  she 
whose  good  fortune  in  becoming  your  lordship's 
bride  gives  rise  to  the  danger,  snoiila  do  somewhat 
towards  parrying  it." 

^  It  is  impossible,"  said  the  Ear),  waving  his  hand ; 
"  I  know  neither  authority  nor  entreaties  would  make 
her  endure  thy  name  for  an  hour." 

"It  is  somewhat  hard,  though,"  said  Vamer,  in  a 
dry  tone ;  and,  without  pausing  on  that  topic,  he  ad- 
ded, "  Suppose  some  one  were  found  to  represent  her  ? 
Such  feats  have  been  performed  in  the  courts  of  as 
sharp-eyed  monarchs  as  Q.ueen  Elisabeth." 

"Utter  madness,  Vamey,"  answered  the  Earl; 
"  the  counterfeit  would  be  confronted  with  Tressi- 
lian,  and  discovery  become  mevitable." 

"Tressilian  might  be  removed  from  court,"  said 
the  unhesitating  Vamey. 
.  "And  by  what  means'?" 

"  There  are  many,"  said  Vamey,  "  by  which  a 
statesman  in  your  situation,  my  jord,  may  remove 
from  the  scen^  one  who  prys  into  your  anaira,  and 
places  himself  m  perilous  opposition  to  you." 

"  Speak  not  to  me  of  such  policy,  Vnrney,"  said 
the  Earl,  hastily;  "which,  betides,  would  avail  no- 
thing in  the  present  case.  Many  others  there  be  at 
court,  to  whom  Amy  may  be  known ;  and  besideii, 
on  the  absence  of  Tressilian,  her  fgither  or  some  of 
her  friends  would  be  instantly  summoned  hither.— 
Urge  thine  invention  once  more." 

"My  lord,  I  know  not  what  to  say,"  answered 
Vamey;  "but  were  L  myself  in  such  perplexity,  I 
would  nde  post  down  to  Cumnor-Plaoe,  and  compel 
my  wife  to  give  her  consent  to  such  measures  as  her 


safety  and  mine  reouired." 

"Vamey,"  said  Leicester,  "I  cannot  urge  her  to 
au^ht  so  repugnant  to  her  noble  nature,  as  a  share  in 
this  ''^ratagem— it  would  be  a  base  requital  for  the 
fove  f  lie  bcara  mo." 

"1/eU«  my  bid."  nki  Vamey,  "your  lordship  is  a 


wise  and  an  honourable  man,  and  sblled  in  those 
high  points  of  romantic  scruple,  which  aro  current  in 
Arcadia,  p^haps,  as  your  nephew,  Plulip  Sidney, 
writes.  1  am  your  humble  servitor— a  man  of  thia 
world,  and  only  happy  that  my  knowledge  of  it,  and 
its  ways,  is  such  as  your  lordship  has  not  scorned  to 
avail  yourself  oil  Now  I  would  fain  know,  whether 
the  obligation  lies  on  my  lady  or  on  you,  in  this  fortu- 
nate union;  and  which  baa  most  reason  to  show 
complaisance  to  the  other,  and  to  conauier  that  oiba^m 
wishes,  conveniences,  and  safety  T* 

"  I  tell  thee,  Vamey,"  said  the  Earl,  "  that  all  it 
was  in  my  power  to  bestow  upon  her,  was  not  mere- 
ly deserved,  but  a  thousand  times  overpaid,  by  her 
own  virtue  and  beauty ;  Ibr  never  did  greatness  de- 
scend upon  a  creature  so  formed  by  nature  to  grace 
andadomit."  . 

"It  is  well,  my  lord,  you  are  so  satisfied,"  an* 
Bwered  Vamey,  with  his  usual  sanionic  smile,  wbkh 
even  respect  to  his  patron  could  not  at  all  times  anb- 
due— "  you  will  have  time  enough  to  eixjoy  undiatiirb- 
ed  the  society  of  one  so  gracious  and  beautiful— (hat 
is,  BO  soon  as  such  confinement  in  the  Tower  bt 
over,  as  may  correspond  to  the  crime  of  deoeiviitt 
the  a&ctions  of  Elizabeth  Tudor— A  cheaper  peaal* 
ty,  I  presume,  you  do  not  expect." 

"Malicious  fiend!"  answered  Leicester,  "do  jtm 
mock  ma  in  iny  misfortune  ?— ManagB  it  aa  tiioa 
wilt." 

"  If  you  are  serious,  my  lord,"  saiJ  Vamey.  "  yaa 
must  set  forth  instantly,  and  post  for  Cumnor-Place." 

"Do  thou  go  thyself,  Vamey;  the  devil  has  Rirai 
thee  that  sort  of  eloquence^  which  is  most  poweiftl 
in  the  worst  cause.  1  should  stand  self-convicted  at 
villany  were  I  to  urge  such  a  deceit— Begone,  I  tdH 
thee— Must  I  entreat  thee  to  mine  own  dishonour  f" 

"  No,  my  lord,"  said  Vamey—"  but  if  you  are  s^ 
nous  in  entrusting  me  with  the  task  of  urgins  ths 
most  necessary  measure,  you  must  give  me  a  letKr 
to  my  lady,  as  my  credentials,  and  tmst  to  me  for 
backmg  the  advice  it  contains  with  all  the  force  is 
my  power.  And  such  is  my  opinion  of  my  lady's 
love  for  ^ur  lordship,  and  of  her  willingneea  to  4| 
that  which  is  at  once  to  eon  tribute  to  your  pl( 
and  your  safety,  that  I  am  sure  she  will  condi 

to  bear,  for  a  tew  brief  days,  the  name  of  bo  hi 

a  man  as  myself;  espedaliy  since  it  is  no*  infesiorli  A 
antiquity  to  that  of  her  own  patemal  house." 

Leicester  seized  on  writing  materials,  and  twice  or 
thrice  commenced  a  letter  to  the  Countess,  which  be 
afterwards  tore  into  fra^pnents.  At  length  he  finished 
a  few  distracted  lines,  m  whicl\  he  coniurod  her,  for 
reasons  nearly  concerning  his  life  and  hononr,  to 
consent  to  bear  the  name  of  Vamey  for  a  few  day^ 
during  the  revels  at  Kenilworth.  He  added,  that 
Vamey  would  communicate  all  the  reasons  which 
rendered  this  deception  indispensable;  and  having 
s^ed  and  sealed  these  credentials,  he  fluns  them 
over  the  table  to  Vamey,  with  a  motion  tnat  ha 
should  depart,  which  liis  adviser  was  not  alow  Hi 
comprehend  and  to  obey. 

Leicester  remained  IJce  one  stupified,  till  he  hean 
the  trampling  of  the  horses,  as  Vamey,  who  took  » 
time  even  to  change  his  dress,  threw  himself  into  thi 
saddle,  and  followed  by  a  single  servant,  set  off  fo 
Berkshire.  At  the  sound,  the  Earl  started  from  U 
seat,  and  ran  to  the  window,  with  the  moraentar 
purpose  of  recalling  the  unworthy  commission  «' 
which  he  hod  entrasted  one,  of  whom,  he  used  ^ 
say,  he  knew  no  virtuous  property  save  afiection  I 
his  patron.  But  Varney  was  already  beyond  call* 
and  the  bright  starry  firmament,  which  the  a^e  coi 
sidered  as  the  Book  nf  Fate,  lying  spread  before  Ia 
cester  ^hen  he  opened  the  casement,  diverted  * ' 
from  his  better  and  more  manly  purpose. 

"There  they  roll,  on  their  silent,  but  potentii 
course,"  said  the  Earl,  looking  around  him,  ^  vt^tihoi 
a  voice  which  speaks  to  our  ear,  but  not  veithout  ia 
fluences  which  afiecL  at  every  change,  the  indwe!lo 
of  this  vile  earthly  planet  This,  if  astrologers  M 
not,  is  the  very  crisis  of  my  fate !  The  hour  approaci 
e^  of  which  I  was  taught  to  beware^the  hrur,  W 
which  I  was  encouraged  to  hope  fpr.— A  ~ 
the  word-Hbut  howl^the  crown  matrii 
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iMpes  of  that  tste  gone— let  (hem  gp.  The  rich  Nether- 
Itttds  ImTe  demanded  me  for  their  leader,  and  would 
Elisabeth  oonaent,  would  yield  to  me  their  crown. 
—And  have  I  not  such  a  claun,  even  in  this  kingdom  7 
lliat  of  York,  descending  from  Oeoroe  of  Clarence 
to  tlie  House  of  Huntingdon,  which,  this  lady  fiuling, 
niy  have  a  fair  chance— 'Huntingdon  is  of  my  house. 
—But  I  will  plunge  no  deeper  in  these  high  mjrsteries. 
Let  me  hokf  my  course  in  silence  for  a  while,  and  in 
obscurity,  like  a  subterranean  riyer— the  time  shall 
oome  that  I  will  biurst  forth  in  my  strength,  and  bear 
•ii  «^n»niuti(>n^belbre  me." 


Wb Je  Leicester  was  thus  stupifying  the  remon- 
stnaces  of  his  own  conscience,  by  apoealing  to  poli- 
dcal  necessity  for  his  apology,  or  losing  hims^ 
amidst  the  wild  dreams  of  amnition,  his  agent  left 
town  and  tower  behind  him,  on  his  hasty  journey  to 
Berkshire.  He  also  nourished  (ugh  hope.  He  had 
bfowht  Lord  Leicester  to  the  pomt  which  he  had  de- 
tmd,  of  committing  'to  him  the  most  intimate  re- 
osnss  of  his  breast,  and  of  using  him  as  the  channel  of 
his  most  confidential  intercourse  widi  his  lady.— 
Heoeeforward  it  would,  he  forsaw,  be  difficult  for  his 

E,itm  either  to  dispense  with  his  senriceS|  or  refiise 
renieats,  however  unreasonable.  And  if  this  dis- 
dainflil  dame,  as  he  termed  the  Countess,  should  com- 
ply with  the  i^ueet  of  her  husband,  Vainey,  her  prs* 
leaded  husband,  must  needs  become  so  atuated  with 
nspect  to  her,  that  there  wfis  no  knowing  where  his 
audacity  might  be  bounded ;  perhaps  not  till  drcum- 
itances  enabled  him  to  obtain  a  trianq^  which  he 
thowht  of  with  a  mixture  of  fiendish  feelings,  in 
wfaiek  revenge  for  her  previons  scorn  was  foremost 
and  predominant  Again  he  contemplated  the  pos- 
Abihtf  of  her  being  totally  intractabla  and  rcAising 
absolately  to  play  the  part  assigned  to  her  in  the  dra- 
ma at  Xenil  worth. 

"iJasco  must  then  do  his  part,"  he  Midi-"  ^**^^" 

aese  most  serve  her  Majesty  as  an  excuse  mr  not  re- 

ceivnig  the  homase  of  Mrs.  Vtmey— ay,  and  a  sore 

and  a  wasting  sickness  it  may  prove,  should  Eliza- 

beih  continue  to  cast  so  favourable  an  eye  on  my 

Lord  of  Leicester.    I  will  not  forego  the  chance  of 

being  favourite  of  a  monarch  for  want  of  determined 

measuree,    should  these   be  necessary.— Forward, 

good  horse,  forward— ambition,  and  haughty  hope 

of  power,  pleasure,  and  revenge,  strike  their  stin^ 

tsdeep  through  my  bosom  as  I  plunge  the  rowels  m 

tkf  flanks— On,  good  horsey  on— the  devil  urges  us 

both  forward." 

CHAPTER  XXII. 

Say  that  mf  bwatr  ww  bat  wamM, 
Amonc  eovt  ladiM  all  deipiMd. 
'  Wh/  didit  Uiou  rend  it  from  that  nail. 

Where,  tconifal  Earl,  'Iwaa  dearly  |>H»d1 
No  more  thoa  eom*it  with  woaied  naed, 

Thjr  once  belofcd  brida  toeee  i 
Bnt  be  ahe  alive,  or  be  the  deed, 
1  (bar,  Item  Eail.  *•  theaeme  to  Ihaa. 

C*mtior-BaU^  Ay  Wuxiam  Jvun  Mioua. 

Tas  ladies  of  foshion  of  the  present,  or  of  any  other 
period,  nnust  have  allowed,  that  the  young  and  lovely 
Oranteas  of  Leicester  had,  besides  her  youth  and 
beauty,  two  quahties  which  entitled  her  to  a  place 
amotupst  women  of  rank  and  distinction.  She  dis- 
plmred,  aa  we  have  seen  in  her  interriew  with  the 
pedWr,  a  liberalpromptitudetomaketmneeessarypor- 
diaarai,  aplely  for  the  pleasure  of  acquiring  useless 
and  showy  trifles  whkm  ceased  to  please  as  soon  as 
they  were  possessed ;  and  she  was,  besideB,  apt  to 
spend  a  considerable  space  of  time  every  day  in  adorn- 
Bg  her  person,  although  the  varied  splendour  of  her 
attire  could  only  attract  the  half  satirical  praise  of 
the  preciae  Janet,  or  an  aporovhig  glance  from  the 
Ingfal  eyes  which  witnessed  their  own  beams  of  tri- 
Qinph  reflected  from  the  muror. 

The  Countess  Ainy  had,  indeed,  to  plead  for  indul- 
eenoe  in  those  frivofons  tastes,  that  the  education  of 
the  timea  had  done  little  or  nothing  for  a  mind  nata- 
lallv  Kay  and  averse  to  study.  If  she  had  not  loved 
to  oolb^ct  flnery  and  to  wear  it,  she  might  have  woven 
tjpeatry  or  sewed  embroidery,  till  her  labouia  q>read 


lyprofc  

cote- Hall;  or  she  might  have  varied  Minerva's  la* 
hours  with  the  task  of  preparing  a  mighty  puddmg 
against  the  time  that  Sir  Hugh  Robsart  returned 
from  the  greenwood.  But  Amy  had  no  natural  <ga- 
nius  either  for  the  k)oin,  the  needle,  or  the  receipt-book. 
Her  mother  had  died  in  infancy ;  her  father  contradict- 
ed her  in  nothing;  and  Tressihan,  the  only  one  that 
approached  her,  who  was  able  or  desirous  to  attend 
to  the  ctiltivation  of  her  mind,  had  much  hurt  his  m- 
terest  with  her,  by  assuming  too  eagerly  the  task  of  a 
preceptor;  so  that  he  was  regarded  by  the  hvelv,  in 
dulged.  and  idle  gh-1,  ¥rith  some  fear  and  much  res 
pect :  but  widi  Utfle  or  nothing  of  that  softer  emotion 
whicn  it  had  been  his  hope  and  his  ambition  to  in- 
spire.  And  thus  her  heart  lay  readily  open,  and  her 
fancy  became  easily  captivated,  by  the  noble  exterior 
and  graceliii  deportment,  and  complacent  flattery  of 
Leicester,  ^ven  before  he  was  known  to  her  as  the 
dazzling  minion  of  wealth  and  pow«. 

The  frequent  visits  of  Leicester  at  Ciminor^  during 
the  earlier  part  of  their  union,  had  reconaled  the 
Countess  to  the  solitude  and  privacy  to  which  she 
was  condemned ;  but  when  these  visits  became  rarer 
and  more  rare,  and  when  the  void  was  imed  up  with 
letters  of  exctise,  not  always  very  warmly  expressed, 
and  generally  extremely  brie(  discontent  and  sud- 
den began  to  haunt  those  spl^xhd  spartments  which 
love  had  flfted  up  for  beauty.  Her  answers  to  Lei- 
cester conveyed  these  feelings  too  bluntly,  and  press- 
ed more  naturally  than  prudently  that  she  mifpit  bt 
relieved  from  this  obscure  and  secluded  residence,  by 
the  EarPs  acknowledgment  of  theit  marriage ;  and  in 
arranging  her  azgument&  with  all  the  skill  she  was 
mistress  of,  she  trusted  chiefly  to  the  warmth  of  the 
entreaties  with  which  she  urged  them.  Sometimes 
she  even  ventured  to  mingle  reproaches,  of  which 
Leicester  conceived  he  had  good  reason  to  complain. 

"I  have  made  her  Countess,"  he  said  to  Vamey 
"surely  she  might  wait  till  it  consisted  with  my  plea- 
sure that  she  should  put  on  the  coronet?" 

The  Countess  Amy  viewed  the  subject  in  directly 
an  opposite  li^t 

"What  signifies,**  she  said,  "that  I  have  rank  and 
honour  in,  reality,  if  I  am  to  live  an  obscure  prisoner, 
without  either  society  or  observance,  and  sunering  in 
my  character,  as  one  of  dubious  or  di^jaced  reputa- 
tion 7  I  care  not  for  all  those  strings  of  pearl,  which 
you  fret  me  by  warpinginto  my  tresses,  Janet.  I  tell 
vqu,  that  at  Lidcote-Rall,  if  I  nut  but  a  fresh  rose- 
btm  among  my  hair,  my  good  father  would  call  ms 
to  him.  that  he  might  see  it  more  closely ;  and  the 
kind  Old  curate  would  smile,  and  Master  Mumblaien 
would  say  something  about  roses  gules :  and  now  I 
sit  here,  decked  out  like  an  image  with  gold  and  gems, 
and  no  one  to  see  my  finery  out  you,  Janet  There 
was  the  poor  Tressifian,  too--biit  u  avails  not  speak- 
inarofhim." 

It  doth  not  indeed,  madam,"  SMd  her  prudent  at- 
tendant !  "and  verily  you  make  me  sometimes  wish 
you  would  not  speak  of  him  so  often,  or  so  rashly/' 

"It  signifies  nothmg  to  warn  me,  Janet,"  ssid  the 
impatient  and  incomgible  Countess;  "I  was  bom 
free,  though  I  am  now  mewed  up  like  some  fine  fo- 
reign slave;  rather  than  the  wife  ofan  English  noble. 
I  bore  it  all  with  pleasure  while  I  was  sore  he  loved 
me;  but,  now,  my  tongue  and  heart  shall  be  free,  let 
them  fetter  these  fimbsas  they  will— I  tell  thee,  Janet, 
I  love  my  husband— I  will  love  him  till  my  latest 
breath— I  cannot  cease  to  love  him,  even  if  I  would, 
or  if  hc^which,  Qod  knows,  may  chance—shoula 
cease  to  love  me.  But  I  will  say,  and  loudly,  I  would 
have  been  happier  than  I  now  am,  to  have  remained 
in  Lideete-Hall}  even  although  I  must  have  married 
poor  Tressilian,  with  his  melancholy  Took,  and  his 
head  full  of  learning,  which  I  cared  not  for.  He 
said,  if  I  wouM  read  his  favourite  volumes,  there 
would  come  a  time  that  I  should  be  glad  of  having 
done  so— I  think  it  is  come  now." 

"I  bouffht  you  some  books,  madam,"  said  Janet, 
"from  a  lame  feUow  who  sold  them  in  the  Market- 
plaocT-and  who  stared  something  boldly  at  me,  I 
promise  you." 

'*Let  me  see  them^  Jianet,"  said  the  OoontsM; 
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*bnt  let  them  not  be  of  your  own  pnecuM  cast- 
How  is  this,  most  righteous  damsel  7— *il  Pair  qf 
Snuffers  for  the  Golden  CandUatid^—'A  Handful 
of  jftyrrh  and  Hyswp  to  pat  a  Sick  Soul  to  Purga- 
Ham'—'A  Draught  of  Waier/rom  the  Valley  of  Ba- 
ca*—* Poxes  and  f^reiranoi'— What  |{ear  call  you 
this,  maiden?" 

^**rfay,  madam,"  said  Janet,  "it  was  but  fitdngand 
seemly  to  put  grace  in  your  ladyship's  way;  but  an 
you  will  none  oT  it,  there  are  play-books,  and  poet- 
books,  I  trow."         '  ,     ,    .    ^ 

The  Countess  proceeded  carelessly  m  her  exami- 
nation, turning  over  such  rare  volumes  as  would 
now  make  the  fortune  of  twenty  retail  booksellers. 
'  "Here  was  a  '*  JSoke  of  Cookery^  tmprinted  by  Rich- 
andlMnt,"imd"SlceUQnUBooks'*-*'TVuPassUme 
of  the  Peopld'—^'Ths  QastU  qf  KtuncUdsg,"  &4i. 
But  ueither  to  this  lore  did  the  Countess's  neart  in- 
cline^and  joyiiilly  did  she- start  up  from  the  listless 
task  of  turning  §ver  the  leaves  of  the  pamphlets,  and 
hastily  did  she  scatter  them  through  the  floor,  when 
the  rapid  clatter  of  horses'  feet,  heard  in  the  court- 
yard, called  her  to  the  window,  exclaiming,  "It  is 
Leicester !— it  is  my  noble  Earl  I— it  is  my  Dudley}— 
Every  stroke  of  his  horse's  hoof  sounds  like  a  note  of 
lordly  music !" 

There  was  a  brief  busde  in  the  mansion,  and  Fos- 
ter, with  his  downward  look  and  sullen  manner,  en- 
tered the  apartftient  to  say,  "  That  Master  Richard 
Yaroey  was  arrived  from  my  lord,  having  ridden  all 
night,  and  craved  to  speak  with  her  ladyship  in- 
stantly." 

"Varney?"  said  the  disappointed  Countess  j  "and 
to  speak  vdth  me?— pshaw'— But  he  comes  with 
news  firom  Leicester— so  admit  him  instantly." 

Vamey  entered  her  dressing-apartment,  wnere  she 
sat  arrayed  in  her  native  loveTmess,  adorned  with  all 
that  Janet's  art,  and  a  rich  and  tasteful  undress, 
could  bestow,  fiut  the  most  beautiful  part  of  her 
attire,  was  her  profuse  and  luxuriant  fight-brown 
locks!  which  floated  in  such  rich  abundance  around 
a  neck  that  resembled  a  swan's,  and  over  a  bosom 
heaving  with  anxious  expectation,  which  communi- 
cated a  nurried  tinge  of  red  to  her  whole  countenance, 

Varney  entered  the  room  in  the  dress  m  which  he 
had  waited  on  his  master  that  morning  to  court,  the 
splendour  of  which  made  a  strange  contrast  with  the 
disorder  arising  from  hasty  rimng  diuring  a  dark 
nigiit  and  foul  ways.  His  brow  bore  an  anxious  and 
hurried  expression,  as  one  who  has  that  to  sby  of 
which  he  doubts  the  reception,  and  who  hath  yet 
poBied  on  from  the  neoessitx  of  communicating  his 
tidings.  The  Countess's  anxious  eye  at  once  caught 
the  alarm,  as  she  exclaimed  "You  bring  news  from 
my  lord.  Master  Varney— Gracious  Heaven!  is  he 

"  No,  madtim,  thank  Heaven !"  said  Vamey. 
*'  Compose  yourself,  and  permit  me  to  take  breath  ere 
I  communicate  my  tidingis." 

"No  breath,  sir,"  replied  the  lady  impatiently :  "I 
know  your  theatrical  arts.  Since  your  breath  hath 
sufficed  to  bring  you  hither,  it  may  suffice  to  tell  your 
»ale,  at  least  briefly,  and  in  the  gross."    . 

"Madam."  answered  Vamey,  "we  are  not  alone, 
and  my  lord's  message  was  for  your  ear  only." 

"Leave  us,  Janet,  and  Master  Booster,"  said  the 
lady :  "  but  remain  in  the  next  apartment,  and  with< 
in  call." 

Foster  and  his  daughter  retired,  agreeably  to  the 
T.ady  Leicester's  commands,  into  the  next  apart- 
ment which  was  the  withdrawing  room.  The  door 
which  led  from  the  sleeping-chamber  was  then  care* 
fully  shut  and  bolted,  ana  the  father  and  daughter 
remained  both  in  a  posture  of  anxious  attention,  the 
first  with  a  Stem,  suspicious,  lowering  cast  of  coun- 
tenance, and  Janet  with  folded  hands^  and  looks 
which  seemed  divided  betwixt  her  desire  to  know, 
ihe  fortunes  of  her  mistress,  and  her  prayers  to  Hea- 
ven for  her  safety.  Anthony  Foster  seemed  himself 
u>  have  some  *dea  of  what  was  passing  through  his 
daughter's  miiid,  for  he  crossed  the  apartment  and 
looK  her  anxiously  by  the  hand,  saying,  "  That  is 
Tight— pray,  Janet,  pray— we  have  all  need  of  pray- 
sn,  ana  some  of  us  mors  than  others.    Pray,  Janet 


— 1  wonld  pray  nyselA  bnt  I  must  listen  towhataoM 
on  within— evil  has  been  brewing,  love— e\il  has  Been 
browinc.  God  forgive  our  sins ;  but  Vamey's  sud* 
den  and  strange  arrival  bodes  us  no  good." 

Janet  had  never  before  heard  her  father  excite  or 
even  permit  her  attention  to  any  thing  which  passed 
in  their  mysterious  iamily,  and  now  that  he  did  so, 
his  voice  sounded  in  her  eai^she  knew  not  why- 
like  that  of  a  screech-owl  denotmcing  some  deecl  of 
terror  and  of  wo.  She  turned  her  eyes  fearfully 
towards  the  door,  almost  as  if  she  expected  aoms 
'sounds.of  horror  to  be  heaid,  or  some  sight  of  liear 
to  display  itselfl 

All,  however,  was  as  still  as  death*  and  the  voves 
of  those  who  spoke  in  the  inner  chamber  were,  if 
they  spoke  at  all,  carefully  subdued  to  a  tone  which 
could  not  be  heard  in  the  next  At  once,  bowevei, 
they  were  heard  to  mak  fast,  thick,  and  baaaly, 
ana  presently  after  the  voice  of  the  Countess  wtt 
heard  exclaiming,,  at  the  highest  pitch  to  which  in* 
dignation  could  raise  it,  "  Undo  the  door,  sir,  I  com- 
mand you  I— Undo  the  door  I— I  will  have  no  other 
reply  1'  she  continued,  drowning  with  her  vehement 
accents  the  low  and  muttered  sounds  which  Vamey 
was  heard  to  utter  betwixt  whiles.  "What  hoi 
without  there!"  she  persisted,  accomnanyinK  ha 
words  with  shrieks.  "Janet,  alarm  the  nouael— 
Foster,  break  opefl  the  door— I  am  detained  here  br 
a  traitor !— Use  axe  and  leveri  Master  Fostei^— I  wu 
be  your  warrant  1" 

"It  shall  not  need,  madam,*'  Vamey  was  at  length 
disunqtly  heard  to  say.  "If  you  please  to  expose 
my  lord^s  important  conoems  and  your  own  to  ihs 
general  ear,  I  will  not  be  your  hinderance." 
.  The  door  was  unlocked  and  thrown  open,  and 
Janet  and  her  father  rushed  m,  anxious  to  learn  the 
cause  of  these  reiterated  exclamations. 

When  they  entered  the  apartment,  Vamey  stood 
by  the  dA)r  grinding  his  teeth,  ^ith  an  expresakm  in 
which  rage,  and  shame,  and  fear,,  had  each  their 
share.   The  Countess  stood  in  the  midst  of  her  aptit- 
ment,  like  a  juvenile  Pythoness,,  under  the  influenee    . 
of  the  prophetic  fury.    The  veins, in  her  beautifel 
forehead  started  into  swoln  blue  lines  throush  At    '' 
hurried  impulse  of  her  articulation— her  che^  md 
neck  glowed  like  scarlet— her  eyes  were  like  thottif    ^ 
an  imprisoned  eagle;,  flashing  red  lightning  on  W   ^ 
foes  whom  it  cannot  reach  with  its  talons.    W'eteil  ' 

Eossible  for  one  of  the  Graces  to  have  been  animatol 
y  a  Fury,  the,  countenance  could  not  have  niuicA  * 
such  beauty  virith  so  much  hatred,  scorn,  defiance,  '^ 
and  resentment.  The  gesture  ana  altitude  correa-  ! 
ponded  with  the  voice  and  looks,  and  altogether  pre-  j 
sented  a  spectacle  which  was  at  once  beautiful  aiad  \ 
fearful ;  so  much  of  the  sublime  had  tlie  encr^  of  1 

{>as8ion  united  with  the  Countess  Amy's  natural  lav«  i 
iness.,   Janet,  as  soon  as  ihe  door  was  open,  ran  to 
her  mistress;  and  more  slowly,  yet  with  more  haste, 
than  he  was  wont,  Anthony  Foster  went  to  Richarii 
Varney.  j 

"In  the  Truth's  name,  what  ails  your  ladyship  1"' 
said  the  former. 

"What,  in  the  name  of  Satan,  have  yon  done  to 
her?"  said  Foster  to  his  friend. 

"Who.  17— nothmg,"  answered  Vsrney,  but  with 
sunken  head  and  sullen  voice;  "nothing  but  coaa* 
municated  to  her  her  lord's  commands,  which,  if  tha 
lady  list  not  to  obey,  she  knows  better  how  to  auavcs 
it  than  I  may  pretend  to  do.'* 

"Now,  by  Heaven,  Janet,"  said  the  Connteash 
" the  false  trsitor  lies  m  his  throat  1  He  must  nccda 
lie:  for  he  speaks  to  the  dishonour  of  my  noble  loi4 
—he  must  needs  lie  doubly,  for  he  speaks  to  Kaia 
ends  of  his  own,  equally  execrable  and  unattaiiiabiei.'' 

"  You  have  misapprehended  me^  lady,"  said  V«r 
ney,  with  a  sulky  species  of  submission  and  apoJofliyi 
"  let  this  matter  reat  till  your  passion  be  abated,  and 
I  will  explain  all." 

"  Thou  shalt  never  have  aif  opportvnity  to  do  aoJ* 
said  the  Countess.— "Look  at  him,  Janet  He  ■ 
fairly  dressed,  hath  the  outside  of  a  gjentleman.  aad 
hither  he  came  to  persuade  me  it  was  my  loTd[*f 
pleasure— nay,  more,  my  wedded  lord's  commttxi<ia 
that  I  should  go  with  him  to  Kenilworth,  and  be- 
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fore  the  C^ueen  and  nobles,  and  in  presence  of  nty 
own  wedded  bid,  that  I  should  at  knowledge  him 
--Aim  there— that  very  cloak-brush  jig,  shoe-ctean- 
inff  feUow-n^tm  there,  my  lord's  lackey,  for  my  liege 
loid  and  husband ;  furnishing  against  myself;  great 
Ood!  whenever  I  was  to  vincucate  my  right  and  my 
rank,  such  weapons  as  would  hew  my  lust  claim 
ftom  the  root,  and  destroy  my  character  to  oe  regard- 
ed as  an  honourable  matron  of  the  English  nobility !" 
"Von  hear  her,  Foster,  and  you,  young  maiden, 
hear  this  lady,"  answered  Varney,  taking  advantage 
of  the  pause  whkh  the  Countess  had  made  in  her 
charge,  more  for  lack  of  breath  than  for  lack  of  mat- 
ter—**  You  hear  that  her  heat  onlr  objects  to  me  the 
course  which  our  good  lord,  for  toe  purpose  to  keep 
certain  ratttters  secret,  suggests  in  the  very  letter 
which  she  holds  in  her  hands." 

F6ster  here  attempted  to  interfere  with  a'faoe  of 
anthorlty,  which  he  thought  became  the  charge  in- 
trusted to  him.  "Nay,  lady,  I  must  needs  say  you 
are  over  hasty  in  this— Such  deceit  is  not  utterly  to 
be  condemned,  when  practised  for  a  righteous  end; 
aad  thus  even  the  patriarch  Abraham  feigned  Sarali 
to  be  his  sister  when  they  went  down  to  Egypt." 

"Ar,  sir,"  answered  toe  Countess;  **but  God  re- 
taksd  that  deceit  even  in  the  father  of  his  chosen 
people;  by  the  month  of  the  heathen  Pharaoh.  Out 
tipon  yotL  that  will  read  Scripture  only  to  copy  those 
tmngs  which  are  held  out  to  us  as  warnings,  not  as 
examples  t" 

'*BBt  Sarah  disputed  not  the  will  of  her  husband, 
■nit  be  your  pleasure,"  said  Foster,  in  reolv;  "but 
(fid  as  Abraham  commanded,  calling  herseu  his  sis- 
ter that  it  might  be  well  with  her  husband  for  her 
Mke,  and  that  his  soul  might  live  because  of  her 
beauty." 

**Now,  00  heaven  pardon  me  my  useless  anger," 
ttewaed  the  Countess,  '*thou  art  as  during  a  hypo- 
mtB  as  yonder  fellow  is  an  impudent  deceiver  1 
Navr  will  I  believe  that  the  noble  Dudley  gave 
Mootenantse  to  so  dastardly,  so  dishonourable  a  plan. 
TboB  I  tread  on  his  infamy,  if  indeed  it  be,  and  thus 
dMroy  its  remembrance  for  ever  I" 

So  saying,  she  tore  in  pieces  Leicester's  tetter,  and 
Cilnped,  in  the  extremity  of  impatience,  as  if  she 
iwld  have  annihilated  the  minute  fragments  into 
iliich  she  had  rent  it. 
''Bear  witness,"  said  Yamey,  collecting  himself, 
*riie  hath  torn  my  lord's  letter,  in  order  to  burden 
lie  with  the  scheme  of  his  devising;  and  although 
il  promises  nought  but  danger  and  trouble  to  me,  she 
voold  lay  it  to  my  charge,  as  if  I  had  any  purpose  of 
mine  own  ro  it" 

**Thou  liest,  thou  treacherous  slave!"  said  the 
Countess,  in  spite  of  Janet's  attempts  to  keep  her 
dent,  in  the  sad  foresight  that  her  vehemence  might 
duly  famish  arrna  against  herseli^— "  Thou  liest!" 
•be  continued—  Let  me  go,  Janet— Were  it  the  last 
^rd  I  have  to  speak,  he  lies— he  had  his  #wn  foul 
«id9  to  seek;  and  broader  he  would  have  displayed 
them,  had  my  passion  permitted  me  to  preserve  the 
[^ence  which  at  first  encouraged  him  to  unfold  his 
pie  projects." 

Madam,"  said  Yaraey,  overwhelmed  m  spite  of 
h^ronteiy,  *'  I  entreat  you  to  believe  yourself  mis- 
en. 

Aa  soon  will  I  believe  light  darkness^"  said  the  en- 
^ed  Countess.  "  Have  I  drank  of  oblivion  1  Do  I  not 
bnember  former  passages,  which,  known  to  Leices- 
Khad  given  thee  the  preferment  of  a  gallows,  instead 
I  Ae  honour  of  his  intimacy?— I  would  I  were  a 
Mn  but  for  fiire  minutes !  It  were  space  enough  to 
luke  a  cmven  like  thee  confess  his  villany.  But  go— 
l^nel— Tell  thy  master,  that  when  I  take  the  ibnl 
nvie  to  which  such  scandalous  deceits  as  thou  hast 
ommended  on  his  behalf  must  necessarily  lead 
\  I  will  give  him  a  rival  something  worthy  of  the 
~ie.  He  shall  not  bo  supplanted  by^n  ignomini- 
lackey.  whose  best  fortune  is  to  catch  a  eift  of 
masters  last  suit  of  clothes  ere  it  is  threadbare, 
who  is  only  fit  to  seduce  a  suburb-wench  by  the 
ay  of  new  roses  in  his  master's  old  pantofles. 
b^ne,  sir— I  scorn  thee  so  much,  that  I  am 
— ^  to  hava  be^  angry  vnth  thee." 


Yarney  leA  the  room  with  a  mute  expression  o. 
rage,  and  was  followed  by  Foster,  whose  apprehen- 
sion, naturally  slow,  was  overpowered  by  tne  eager 
and  abundant  discharge  of  indignation,  which,  for 
the  first  time,  he  had  heard  burst  from  the  lips  of  a 
being,  who  had  seemed  till  that  moment  too'languid, 
and  too  gentle,  to  nurse  an  angry  thought,  or  utter  an 
intemperate  expression.  Foster,  therefore,  pursued 
Yarney  from  place  to  place,  persecuting  him  with 
interrogatories,  to  which  the  other  replied  not  until 
they  were  in  the  opposite  side  of  the  quadranglei  and 
in  the  old  library^  with  which  the  reader  has  already 
been  made  acquainted.  Here  he  turned  round  on  his 
persevering  follower,  and  thus  addressed  him,  in  a 
tone  tolerably  equal ;  that  brief  walk  having  been 
sufficient  to  give  one  so  habituate  to  command  his 
temper,  time  to  rally  and  recover  his  presence  oi 
mind. 

"  Tony,"  he  said,  with  his  usual  sneering  laugh, 
"  it  avails  not  to  aeny  it.  The  WonAo  and  the  Devil, 
who,  as  thine  oracle  Holdforth  will  confirm  to  the& 
cheatqd  man  at  the  beginning,  have  this  day  proved 
more  powerful  than  my  discretion.  Yon  termagant 
looked  so  tempting,  and  had  the  art  to  preserve  her 
countenance  so  naturally,  while  I  conmiunicated  my 
lord's  message,  that,  by  my  faith,  I  thought  I  might 
say  some  little  thing  for  myself.  She  thinks  she  hath 
my  head  under  her  girdle  now,  but  she  is  deceived.— 
Where  is  Doctor  AlasroJ" 

"In  his  laboratory,"  answered  Foster;  "it  is  the 
hour  he  is  not  spoken  withal— we  must  wait  till  noon 
is  past,  or  spoil  his  important— What  said  I,  impor- 
tant?—I  would  say  interrupt  his  divine  studies." 

**  Ay,  he  smdies  the  devil's  divinity,"  said  Yarney, — 
"  but  when  I  want  him,  one  hour  must  suffice  as  well 
as  another.    Lead  the  way  to  his  pandemontuni." 

So  spoke  Varney,  and  with  hasty  and  peiturbed 
steps  followed  Foster,  who  conducted  him  throu^ 
private  passages,  many  of  which  were  well  nigh  ruin- 
ous, to  the  opposite  side  of  the  quadrangle,  wnere.  in 
a  subterranean  apnrtinent.  now  occupied  by  the  che- 
mist Alasco,  one  of  the  Abbots  of  Abingdon,  who  had 
a  turn  for  the  occult  sciences,  had,  much  to  the  scan- 
dal of  his  convent,  established  a  laboratory',  in  which, 
like  other  fools  of  the  period,  he  spent  much  precious 
time,  9nd  money  besides,  m  the  pursuit  of  tlie  grand 
arcanum. 

Anthony  Foster  paused  before  the  door,  which  was 
scrupulously  secunxi  within,  and  again  showed  a 
marked  hesitation  to  disturb  the  sage  in  his  opera- 
tions. ,  But  Varney,  less  scrupulous,  roused  him,  by 
knocking  and  voice,  until  at  length,  slowly  and  reluc- 
tantly, the  inmate  of  the  apartment  undid  the  door. 
The  chemist  appenred,  with  his  eyes  bleared  with  the 
heat  and  vapours  of  the  stove  or  alembic  over  which 
he  brooded,  and  the  interior  of  his  cell  displayed  the 
confused  assemblage  of  heterogeneous  substances 
and  extraordinary  implements  belonging  to  his  pro- 
fession. The  old  man  was  muttering,  wiih  spiletul 
impatience,  **  Am  I  for  ever  to  be  recalled  to  the 
aitairs  of  earth  from  those  of  heaven  ?" 

"  To  the  affairs  of  hell,"  answered  Yarney.  "  for 
that  is  thy  proper  element.— Foster,  we  need  thee  at 
jOur  conference." 

Foster  slowly  entered  the  room.  Varney,  follow- 
ing, barred  the  door,  and  they  betook  themselves  to 
secret  council. 

In  the^ean  while,  the  Countess  traversed  the  apart- 
ment, with  shame  and  anger  contending  on  her  lovely 
cheek. 

"  The  villain,"  she  said,  *'  the  cold-blooded,  calcu- 
lating slave  I— But  I  unmasked  him,  Janet— I  made 
the  snake  uncoil  •all  his  folds  before  me,  and  crawl 
abroad  in  his  naked  dcformity—I  suspended  my 
resentment,  at  the  danger  of  suffocating  under  the 
effort,  until  he  had  let  me  see  the  very  boitom  of  a 
heart  more  foul  than  hell's  darkest  romei.  -And 
thou,  Leicester,  is  it  possible  thou  couldst  bid  me  for 
a  moment  deny  jny  wedded  ri^ht  in  thee,  or  thyself 
yield  it  to  anotner !— But  it  is  impossible— the  villain 
has  lied  in  all.— Janei,  1  will  not  remain  here  longe*"— 
I  fear  him— I  fear  thy  father— I  grieve  to  siiv  it,  Janet 
—but  I  fear  thy  father,  nn<l,  worst  of  all,  this  odioui 
Yarney.    I  will  escape  from  Cumnor." 
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'*  Alas !  madam,  whither  wodd  you  fly.  or  by  what 
means  will  you  escape  from  these  walls  7" 

"  I  know  not,  Janet,"  said  the  unfortunate  young 
lady,  looking  upwards,  and  clasping  her  hands  toge- 
ther, "  I  know  not  where  I  shall  fly,  or  by  what 
means;*  but  I  am  certain  the  God  I, have  served  will 
not  abandon  me  in  this  dreadful  crisis,  for  I  am  in  the 
hands  of  wicked  men." 

"  Do  not  think  so,  dear  lady,"  said  Janet;  '*  my 
father  is  stem  and  strict  in  his  temper,  and  severely 

true  to  his  trust— but  yet" 

At  this  moment,  Anthonv  Foster  entered  the  apart- 
ment, bearing  in  his  hand  a  glass  cup,  and  a  small 
flask.  His  manner  was  singular ;  for,  while  approach- 
ing the  Countess  with  the  respect  due  to  her  rank,  he 
had  till  this  lime  sufiered  to  become  visible,  or  had 
been  unable  tosuppressi  the  obdurate  sulkiness  of  his 
natural  disposition,  which^  as  is  usual  with  those  of 
his  unhappy  temper,  was  chiefly  exerted  towards  those 
over  whom  cirofmstances  gave  hmi  control.  But  at 
present  he  sho'wed  nothing  of  that  sullen  consck>ua- 
ness  of  authority  which  ne  was  wont  to  conceal 
under  a  clumsv  afi*ectation  of  civility  and  deference, 
as  a  ruffian  hides  his  pistols  and  bludgeon  under  his 
lU-fashioncd  gaberdine.  And  yet  it  seemed  as  if  his 
smile  was  more  in  fear  than  oourtesv,  and  asi:^  while 
he  pressed  the  Countess  to  taste  of  the  choice  cordial, 
which  should  refresh  her  spirits  after  her  late  alarm, 
he  was  conscious  of  meditating  some  farther  injury. 
His  hand  trembled  also.  His  voice  faltered,  and  his 
whole  outward  behaviour  exhibited  so  much  that  was 
suspicious,  that  his  daughter  Janet,  after  she,  had 
stood  looking  at  him  m  astonishment  for  some 
seconds,  seemed  at  once  to  collect  herself  to  execute 
some  hardy  resolution,  raised  her  head,  assumed  an 
attitade  and  gait  of  determination  and  authority,  and 
walking  slowly  betwixt  her  father  and  her  mistress, 
took  the  salver  from  the  hand  of  the  former,  and  sakl 
in  a  low,  but  marked  and  decided  tone,  "  Father,  / 
will  All  for  my  noble  mistress,  when  such  is  her 
pleasure." 

"  Thou,  my  child  ?"  said  Foster,  eagerly  and  ap- 
prehensively ;  "  no,  my  child— it  is  not  ihoa  shalt  ren- 
der the  lady  this  service." 

"And  Why,  I  pray  you,"  said  Janet,  "if  it  befitting 
that  the  noble  lady  should  partakeof  the  cup  at  all  ?" 
"  Why— why  ?"— said  the  seneschal,  hesitating, 
and  then  burstiue  into  passion  as  the  readiest  mode 
of  supplying  the  Tack  of  all  other  reason—"  Why,  be- 
cause It  is  my  pleasure,  minion,  that  you  should  not  I 
Get  you  gone  to  the  evening  lecture." 

"  Now,  as  I  hope  to  hear  lecture  again."  replied 
Janet,  "  I  will  not  go  thither  this  night,  unless  I  am 
better  assured  of  my  mistress's  safety.  Grive  me  that 
flask,  faihor :"— and  she,  took  it  from  his  reluctant 
hand,  while  he  resigned  it  as  if  conscience-struck— 
"  And  now/'  she  said,  "  father,  that  which  shall  be- 
nefit my  mistress^  cannot  do  ma  prejudice.  Father,  J 
drink  to  you." 

Foster,  without  speaking  a  word,  rushed  on  his 
daughter,  and  wrested  the  flask  from  her  bond ;  then, 
as  if  embarrassed  by  what  he  had  done,  and  totally 
unable  to  resolve  what  he  should  do  next,  he  stood 
with  it  in  his  hand,  one  foot  advanced  and  the  other 
drawn  back,  glaring  on  his  daughter  with  a  counte- 
nance, in  which  rage,,  fear,  and  convicted  villany, 
formed  a  hideous  combination. 

"This  is  strange,  my  faUier,"  said^Janet,  keeping 
her  eye  flxed  on  his,  in  the  manner  in,  which  those 
who  nave  the  charge  of  hmotics  are  said  to  overawe 
their  unhappy  pauents;  "will  you  neither  kit  me 
serve  my  lady,  nor  drink  to  her  myself  7" 

The  courage  of  the  Countess  sustained  her  throueh 
this  dreadful  scene,  of  which  the  import  was  not  the 
loss  obvious  that  it  was  not  even  hinted  at.  She  pre- 
served even  the  rash  carelessness  of  her  temper,  and 
though  her  cheek  had  grown  pale  at  the  first  alarm, 
her  eye  was  calm  jand  almost  scornful.  "Will  you 
laste  tliis  rare  cordial,  Master  Foster  7  Perhaps  you 
%vill  not  yourself  refuse  to  pledge  us,  though  you  per- 
mit not  Janet  to.do  so— Drink,  sir,  I  pray  you." 
"  I  will  not,"  answered  Foster. 
"And  for  whom,  then,  is  the  precious  beverage  re- 
ierved,  sur  T  said  the  Countesa. 


"  For  the  devil,  who  biewed  it  I"  answered  FoMv; 
and,  turning  on  his  heel,  he  left  the  chamber. 

Janet  looked  at  her  mistress  with  a  countcosoce 
expressive  in  the  highest  degree  of  shams,  diimi|, 
and  sorrow. 

"  Do  not  weep  for  me,  Janet,"  said  the  Gocotm 
kindly. 

"No,  madam,"  relied  her,  attendant,  in  a  im 
broken  by  soba.  ^'  it  is  not  for  you  I  weep,  it  is  forny- 
self— it  is  for  that  unhappy  man.  Those  who  an 
dishonoured  before  man-^those  who  are  condemned 
by  God,  have  cause  to  mouin— not  those  who  ne 
innocent ! — Farewell^  madam  1"  she  said,  haitiir 
assuming  the  mantle  m  which  she  was  woDt  to  gs 
abroad. 

'  ^  Do  you  leave  me^  Janet  7"  said  her  mistxees-*'  d» 
sert  me  in  such  an  evil  strait  7" 

"Desert  you,  madam  1"  exclaimed , Janet;  end, 
running  back  to  her  mistress,  she  imimnted  a  toot- 
sandkussesonherhand— 'Mesertyoul- maytheHopi 
of  my  trust  desert  me  when  I  do  so  1— No,  madui  i 
well  you  said  the  God  you  serve  will  (ven  you  apiv 
for  deliverance.  There  is  a  way  of  escape;  Ibiii 
prayed  night  and  day  for  light,  that  I  might  eeehov 
to  act  betwixt  my  duty  to  yonder  unhappy  man,  ud 
that  which  I  owe  to  you.  Sternly  and  feaifully  tbd 
Ught  has  now  dawned,  and  I  must  not  shut  the  floor 
which  God  opens.— Ask  me  no  moiw— I  will  mm 
in  brief  space." 

So  speaking,  she  wrapped  herself  in  her  maatt 
and  saying  to  the  old  woman  whom  she  paaeed  s 
the  outer-room,  that  she  was  going  to  eveniogpnfi, 
she  left  the  house.#  . 

Meanwhile  her  father  had  reached  onoe  nMretti 
laboratorxi  where  he  found  the  acoompliceB  of  hiia- 
tended  guilt.  . . 

"Has  the  sweet  bird  sipped?"  said  Vaniey,«» 
half  a  smile:  while  the  astrologer  put  the  sameffMe'  i 
tion  with  his  eyes,  but  spoke  not  a  word.  ^ 

"  She  has  not,  nor  she  shall  not  from  my  Him 
rephed  Foster;  "would  vou  have  medomnratf* 
my  daughter's  presence  7**  ^. 

^'  Wert  thou  not  told,  thou  suUen  and  yet  fm 
hearted  slave,"  answered  Vamey,  with  bitt€fl«  ; 
"  that  no  fnurdtTi  as  thou  call'st  it,  with  that  OM  ^ 
look  and  stammering  tone,  is  designed  in  themeftt*  -, 
Wert  thou  not  told,  that  a  brief  iluiess,  such  tf  ^ 
man  puts  on  in  very  wantonness,  that  she  msT^f 
her  night-gear  at  noon,  and  lie  on  a  settle  wbeo  ibi 
should  mind  her  domestic  business,  is  all  here  lOMs 
at  7  Here  'va  a  learned  man  will  swear  it  to  tbe^V 
the  key  of  the  Castle  of  Wisdom."  ,     . 

"  I  swear  it,'.'  said  Alasco, "  that  the  elixir  thoal 
therein  the  flask  will  not  prejudioe  life!  I  swear rt^ 
that  immortal  and  indestructible  quintessence  of 
which  pervddes  every  substance  m  nature,  thor" 
secret  existence  can  he  traced  by  him  only,  to 
TrismegistuB  renders  the  key  ot  the  Cabala."     .   . 

"  An  oath  of  force,"  said  Varney.  "  Foster  4; 
wert  worse  than  a  pagan  to  disoelieve  it.  6eoi*l 
me,  moreover,  who  swear  by  nothing  but  by  my  o*l 
word,  that  if  you  be  not  conformable  there  »  M 
hope,  no,  not  a  glimpse  of  hope,  that  this  thfj^ 
hold  may  be  transmuted  into  a  copyhold.  Tini 
Alasco  will  leave  your  pewter  artillery  untraOT 
grated,  and  I,  honest  Anthony,  will  still  have  m 
iormy  tenant." 

"I  know  not,  gentlemen,"  said  Foster,    J"    . 
your  designs  tend  to ;  but  in  one  thing  I  am  boM 
up,— that,  fall  back  fall  edge,  I  will  have  one  ui  u 

§lace  that  may  pray  for  me,  and  that  one  shall  oeij 
aughter.    I  have  lived  ill,  and  the  world  has  r**" 
too  weighty  with  me;  but  she  is  as  innooent  as 
she  was  when  on  her  mother's  lap,  and  she,  at 
shall  have  her  portion  in  that  happy  City,  ' 
walls  are  of  pure  gold,  and  the  foundations  gt 
with  all  manner  of  precious  stones."  ». 

"Ay,  Topy,"  said  Vamey,  "that  were  a  p«W" 
to  thy  hearths  content— Debate  the  iqattar  with  «■> 
Doctor  Alasco ;  I  will  be  with  you  anon."   ,    .  ^ 

So  speaking,  Vamey  arose,  and,  taking  the  fm 
from  t}ie  table,  he  lef^  the  room. 

"  I  tell  thee,  my  son,"  said  Alaaoo  to  Foster,  if 
soon  as  Vamey  had  left  them,  "  tkai  wlMti^Tvr  ttf 
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faflcr  mUf  say  «r  ttM 


_  ,      ,  mighnf 

,  or  Heaven's  blMiiiA  I  have  ad- 
vanoed  so  &r,  that  I  ironld  not  eall  the  wisest  of 
Kving  artists  mjr  better  or  my  teaeher— I  say,  howso- 
ever yonder  reprobate  may  soofT  at  things  too  holy 
to  be  apprehended  by  men  merely  <^  carnal  and  evO 
duMghts,  yet  believe,  that  the  city  beheld  by  8l  John, 
in  that  bright  vision  of  the  Christian  Apocalypse,  that 
New  Jemitalem,  of  which  ail  Christian  men  hope  to 
partake,  sets  forth  typically  the  discovery  m  the 
Gband  SnCRir,  whsreoy  the  most  pr^cioos  and  pep- 
ftet  of  natnre^s  works  are  elicited  out  of  her  basest 
ind  most  crude  productions ;  just  as  the  light  and 
gaody  butterfly,  the  most  beantrfiil  clyJd  of  the  sum- 
mer's brseae,  makB  forth  from  the  dnngoon  of  a 
iM«d  chrysalis.'' 

'*  If  aster  Holdforth  said  nought  of  this  exposition,** 
Hid  Rsstef^  doubtflilly;  '*and  moreover.  Doctor 
Alasoo,  the  Holy  Writ  says  that  the  gold  ana  preoioos 
Kones  of  the  Holy  C(ty  are  m  no  sort  for  those  who 
fsork  abomination,  or  who  frame  lies." 

"Weil,  my  son,^  said  tbo  Doctor,  **and  what  is 
yoarinfoKnee  from  thenosT' 

'^Thal  those,**  said  Poster,  "who  dtsifl  poisons, 
ind  adowiistcr  them  in  secreoy,  can  have  no  portion 
in  those  unspeakable  riohes." 

**  You  mn  to  distinguish,  my  son,"  rspfied  the  al- 
ehrmisi,  "  betwixt  that  which  is  necessarily  evil  in 
its  premss  and  in  its  end  also,  and  that  which,  be- 
ing eviL  i&  nevertheless,  eapable  of  working  forth 
^Bod.  If;  by  the  death  of  one  person,  the  happy  pe- 
riod shall  be  brooght  nearer  to  us,  bi  which  all  that 
iitosd  shall  be  attained,  by  wishing  hs  presence^ 
iDthat  19  evil  escaped,  by  desiring  its  absence-m 
wlaoh  ackness,  and  nam,  and  sorrow,  shall  be  the 
ohtdimt  servants  or  human  wisdom,  and  made  ^to 

flMt  Ihe  slightest  signal  of  a  sage,i-in  which  that 
wmdi  is  now  richest  and  rarest  shall  be  within  the 
ONBpass  of  every  one  who  shall  be  obedient  to  the 
nsee  of  wisdom,-^when  the  art  of  healing  shall  be 
M  and  absorbed  in  the  one  universal  medidne,— 
fhen  sages  shall  become  monarchs  of  the  earth,  and 
death  itself  retreat  before  their  frown.--if  this  blessed 
OMiMimmation  of  all  things  can  be  hastened  by  the 
ifigfit  circumstance,  that  a  frei)  earthly  body,  which 
ftust  needs  partite  irruption,  lih all  be  consigned  to 
Ae  grave  a  short  space  earlier  than  in  the  course  of 
nature,  what  is  such  a  sacrifice  to  the  advancement 
«f  tbo  holy  Millennium  1** 

''Bffitlennium  is  the  reign  of  the  Saints,'*— said 
Poster,  somewhat  doubtfoHy. 

^  Say  it  is  the  reign  of  the  Sages,  myson,"  an- 
swered Alasoo ;  "  or  rather  the  rettn  of  Wisdom  it- 
oalfc** 

**I  tooehed  on  the  question  with  Mister  Holdforth 
last  exercising  night,^'  said  Foster  i  "  but  he  says 
year  doctrine  is  heterodox,  and  a  damnable  and  false 
enositiorL** 

^  He  is  in  the  bonds  of.  ignorance,  tny  son,**  an- 
!  twened  Aleseo,  "and  as  yet  burning  bridts  m  Kgypt; 
on  at  best,  wandering  m  the  dry  desert  of  Sinai.— 
Thoa  didst  ill  to  speak  to  snch  a  man  of  such  mat- 
ters. I  will  however,  give  thee  proofj  and  that  short- 
ly, which  iwill  deiy  that  peevish  6vine  to  confute^ 
though  ho  should  strive  with  me  as  the  magiciahs 
Arove  with  Moses  before  ffing  Pharebh.    I  will  do 
projection  in  thy  presence,  my  son,— in  thy  very  pns- 
'  smce,— and  thine  eyes  shall  witness  the  truth.*' 
\     **  Stick  to  that,  learned  sags^**  soid  Vamey,  who  at 
;  Qiis  moment  entered  the  apartment;  '*if  nerefoee 
die  testimony  of  thy  tongue,  yet  how  shall  he  deny 
aat  of  his  own  eyes  1" 

" Vamey r*  said  the  adept— "Vamey  ahedidy  re- 

'  tmnedl  Hast  thou" he  stopped  short. 

Have  I  done  mine  errand,  thou  wouldat  ssy.**  re- 
plied Varaey— •*  I  have !— And  thou,**  he  added,  show* 
tRKmore  symptoms  of  interest  than  he  had  nhherto 
tthibited,  ''art  thou  sure  thou* hast  potuwi  forth 
Qother  more  nor  less  than  the  just  measure  T* 

.   AJ\*  raplied  the  alchymist,  "as  sure  as  men  can 

n  in  these  nice  proportions :  for  there  is  diveraty  of 

witttioitions." 

.   Nay,  then,"  said  Vamey,  I  fear  "nothmg.  I  know 

(Ma  wik  BM  ivo  a  step  farther  to  the  devil  tiMB  thou 


art  justly  tfonsidered  for.   Tfwa  wert  paM  to    

iUnes8)  and  woutdst  esteem  it  thriAless  prodigahcy  to 
do  murder  at  the  same  price.  Come,  let  us  each  io' 
oor  chamber— We  ahall  see  the  event  to-morrow.** 

"*  W)At  cidst  thou  do  to  make  her  swallow  it  T 
said  Foster  shuddering. 

**  Nothing,*'  answered  Vamey,  '*  but  looked  on  her 
with  that  aspect  which  governs  madmen,  women, 
and  children.  They  toM  me,  m  Sainl^Lufce's  Hos- 
pital, that  I  have  the  rifht  look  for  overpowering  a 
refractory  patient.  Hie  aeepere  made  roe  their  oom- 
pfiments  on*t ;  so  I  know  how  to  win  my  bread,  when 
my  court-fovour  foils  me.** 

^*  And  an  thou  not  afraid,**  sakl  Fosisr,  "lest  th» 
dose  be  disproportioned  1** 

''If  so^*'  replied  Varney,  ''she  wUl  but  sleep  tht 
sounder,  and  the  fear  of  that  shall  not  break  my  rest. 
Good  nijghtmy  mastere.**         ^ 

Anthony  Poster  sroaned  heavily^  and  liftsd  ap  his 
hands  and  eyes.  The  alchymist  mtmiated  his  mv- 
pose  to  oontmne  some  expenment  of  high  import  dur- 
ing the  greater  part  of  the  Bight,  and  tbs  otbsn  psp*- 
rated  to  their  places  of  repose. 

CHAPTER  XXIII. 

Kow  <lodbe  food  to  me  In  this  wide  pflfrinsfSt 
AU  bope  in hMuw  tidl eaM  bthioS  bm. 
Oh,  who  would  bt  a  woiihui  Y— who  that  (bd, 
A  wMpisf,  pinioff.  fldUifiil,  lovioff  woman  I  ^.   . 
8b«  hath  nard  meamira  itifl  where  the  hopea  Uedoft, 
And  alt  her  komtiea  onb  BMdn  Jntratea. 

Lom^  PUgrtmoiti 

Thx  summer  evenmg  was  dosed,  and  Janet,  just 
when  her  longer  stay  might  have  occasioned  suspicion 
and  inquiry  m  that  jealous  household,  returned  to 
Cumnor-Place,  and  hastened  to  the  apartment  m 
which  she,  had  left  her  hdy.  She  found  her  with  her 
head  resting  on  W^arms,  and  these  crossed  upon  a 
table  which  stood  before  her.  As  Janet  came  in,  aha 
neither  looked  up  nor  stirred. 

Her  faithful  attendant  ran  to  her  mistress  with  tho 
speed  of  lightning,  and  rousing  her  at  the  same  time 
with  her  hand,  conjured  the  Countess,  in  the  most 
earnest  manner,  to  look  up,  and  say  what  thus  aflect- 
ed  her.    The  unhappy  lady  raised  her  head  accord- 


ingly, and  looking  on  her  attendant  with  a  ghsatly 
eye,  and  cheek  as  pale  as  clay,  "Janet,*'  she  said,  "I 
have  drank  it.'* 


Ood  be  praised  !**  said  Janet,  hastily— "I  l 

God  be  praised  that  it  is  no  worse— the  pon'on  will  not 
harm  you.— Riae,  shake  this  lethargy  from  your  limba, 
and  this  despair  from  your  mind.'* 

"Janet.**  repeated  the  Countess  again,  ''disturb 
me  not— leave  me  at  peace— lei  life  pass  quietly— I 
am  poisoned." 

'*Vou  are  not,  tny  dearest  lady,"  answered  the 
maiden  eagerly— "'What  you  have  swallowed  cannot 
injure  von,  for  the  antidote  has  been  taken  before  it, 
and  I  nastensd  hither  to  tell  you  that  the  means  of 
esci^  are  open  to  you.*' 

"  Escape  r*  exclaimed  the  lady,  as  the  raised  her> 
adf  hastily  in  her  chair,  whtle  light  returned  to  her 
eye  and  life  to  her  cheek i  "but  ah !  Janet,  it  comet 
too  late.** 

"  Not  so,  dearest  lady— Rise,  take  mine  arm,  waHc 
through  the  apartment— Let  not  fancy  do  the  work 
of  poison  I— So :  feel  you  not  now  that  you  are  pos- 
seaoed  of  the  ftiU  use  of  your  limbs  T*    , 

**  The  torpor  seems  to  diminish,**  said  the  Count- 
ess, as,  supported  by  Janet,  she  walked  to  and  fre 
in  the  apartment  t  '**but  is  it  then  so,  and  have  I 
not  swallowed  a  deadly  draught?  Vamey  was  hers 
since  thoo  wert  gone,  and  conmiandetl  me,  with 
eyes  in  which  I  read  my  fate,  to  swallow  yon  horrible 
drag.  O,  Janet !  it  must  be  fotal  j  never  was  harm- 
less draught  served  by  such  a  cup-bearer!** 

"He did  notdoert  n  harmless,  I  fear,*'  replied  tha 
maiden;  "but  Ck>d  confounds  the  devices  of  tho 
wicked.  Believe  me,  ss  I  swear  by  the  dear  Gospel 
in  which  we  tmsi,  your  life  is  safe  from  his  practica. 
Did  you  not  debate  with  him  7" 

"The  house  was  silent,**  answered  the  lady-- 
"thou  gone— no  other  but  he  in  the  chambei«-and 
ha  capable  of  «fivy  ttiBaa.   I  did  oat  stipaUt*  he 
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would  remove  hu  haieAil  preseiMe,  and  I  dinDk 
whatever  he  ofrered.--But  you  spoke  of  escape,  Janet ; 
oan  I  be  BO  happy  1" 

^  Are  you  strong  enough  to  bear  the  tidings,  and 
make  the  effort  V*  said  the  maiden.  4 

*' Strong!"  answered  the  Countees— "Ask  the 
famd,  when  the  fanf^  of  the  deer-hound  are  stretched 
to  gnpe  her,  if  she  is  strong  enough  to  spring  over  a 
chasm.  I  an»equal  to  every  effort  that  may  relieve 
me  from  this  place.*' 

'*Hear  me,  then,"  said  Janet.  "One^  whom  I 
deem  an  assinred  frieYid  of  yours,  has  shown  himself 
to  me  in  various  disguises,  and  sougfat^speech  of  me, 
which—for  my  mind  was  not  clear  on  the  matter 
until  this  evening—l  have  ever  declined.  He  was 
the  pedler  who  brought  you  goods— (he  itinerant 
hawker  who  sold  me  books— whenever  I  stimd 
abroad  1  was  sur^to  see  him.  The  event  of  this 
night  determined  ml  to  speak  with  him.  He  waits 
even  now  at  the  postern-gate  of  the  park  with  means 
for  your  flight.— But  have  yau  atrength  of  body  9-^ 
Have  you  courage  of  mind  1— Can  you  undertake  the 
enterprise  1" 

*'  She  that  flies  from  death,"  said  the  lady,  "  finds 
strength  of  body— she  that  would  escape  Grom  shame, 
lacks  no  strength  of  mind.  The  thoughts  of  leaving 
behind  me  the  villain  who  menaces  both  my  life  and 
honour,  would  give  me  strength  to  rise  from  my 
deathbed." 

"  In  God's  nam&  then,  lady,"  said  Janet,  "  I  must 
bid  you  adieu,  and  to  God's  chargSL  I  must  commit 
you!" 

"  Will  you  not  fly  with  me,  then,  Janet  T'  said  the 
Countess,  anxiously— **  Am  I  to  lose  theel  Is  thia 
thy  faithfid  service  T 

Lady,  I  would  fly  with  you  as  vnllingly  as  bird 
ever  flea  from  cage,  but  my  doing  so  would  occasion 
instant  discovery  and  pursuit  I  must  remain,  and 
use  means  to  disguise  tne  truth  for  spme  time— Hay 
Heaven  pardon  the  falsehood,  because  of  the  ne- 
cessity!" 

**  And  am  I  then  to  travel  alone  with  this  stranger  V* 
said  the  lady— "  Bethink  thee,  Janet,  may  not  this 
prove  some  deeper  and  darker  schema  to  separate  me 
perhaps  Irom  you.  who  are  my  only  uiend  1" 

**  l\o,  madam,  do  not  suppose  it,*'  answered  Janet, 
readily;  "the  youth  is  an  honest  youth  in  his  pur- 
poee  to  you;  and  a  friend  to  Minister Tressilian,  under 
whose  direction  he  has  come  hither." 

"  If  he  be  a  friend  of  Treesilian,"  said  the  Countess, 
"  I  will  commit  myself  to  hie  charge  as  to  that  of  an 
angel  sent  from  heaven ;  for  than  Tressilian,  never 
breathed  mortal  man  more  free  of  whatever  was 
base,  false,  or  selfish.  He- forgot  himself  whenever 
he  could  be  of  use  to  others— Alas !  and  how  was  he 
reouited !" 

With  eager  haste  they  collected  the  few  necessariea 
which  it  was  thought  proper  the  Countess  should 
take  with  her,  and  which  Janet,  with  speed  and  dex- 
terity, formed  into  a  small  bundle,  not  forgetting  to 
add  such  ornaments  of  intrinsic  value  as  came  most 
readily  in  her  way,  and  particularly  a  casket  of  jewels, 
which  she  wisely  judged  might  prove  of  service  in 
some  future  emergency.  The  Countess  of  Leicester 
next  changed  her  dress  for  one  which  Janet  usually 
wore  upon  any  brief  journey,  for  they  jud^  4t  ne- 
cessary to  avoid  every  external  distinction  which 
might  attract  notk».  Ere  these  preparatwns  were 
mrr  made,  the  moon  had  arisen  in  the  summer  heaven, 
ana  all  in  the  mansion  had  betaken  themselves  to 
rest,  or  at  least  to  the  silence  and  retirement  of  their 
chambers. 

There  was  no  difficulty  anticipated  in  escaping 
whether  from  the  house  or  garden,  provided  only 
ihey  could  elude  observatran.  Anthony  Poster  bad 
accustomed  himself  to  consider  his  daughter  as  a 
conscious  sinner  might  re^rd  a  visible  guardian 
angel,  which,  notwithstanding  his  guilt,  continued  to 
hover  around  him,  and  therefore  his  trust  in  her 
knew  no  bounds.  Janet  commanded  her  own  mo- 
tions during  the  daytime,  and  had  a  master-key 
which  opened  the  postern-door  oif  the  pork,  so  that 
sheoualdjgo  to  the  village  at  pleasure,  either  upon 
SM  housebold  affain^  which  were  antirdy  confided  to  ^ 


her  management  or  to  attend  her  devotions  at  the 
meeting-house  of  her  sect  ^  It  is  troe,  the  daughtei 
of  Poster  was  thus  liberally  intrusted,  under  the 
solemn  condition  ,that  she  snouki  not  avail  heneb 
of  these  privileges  to  do  any  thing  inconsistent  Mnxk 
the  safe-keeping  of  the  Countess ;  for  so  her  reaidines' 
at  Cumnor-Place  had  been  termed,  since  she  begn 
of  late  to  exhibit  impatience  of  the  restriotioiis  to 
which  she  was  subjected.  Nor  is  there  reason  to 
suppose,  that  any  thing  short  of  the  dreadful  8i» 
picions  which  the  scene  of  that  evening  had  excited, 
could  have  induced  Janet  to  violate  her  word,  or  de> 
ceive  her  father's  confidence.  But  fh>m  what  ibe 
had  witnessed,  she  now  conceived  herself  not  only 
iustified,  but  unperatively  called  uixm,  to  make  bv 
lady's  safety  the  principal  object  of  her  caie^  settttg 
all  other  oonsxlerations  aside. 

The  fiigitive  Coun  teas  with  her  gude  traversed  with 
hasty  stops  the  broken  and  interrvq)ted  path,  wkieh 
had  once  been  an  avenue,  now  totally  darkened  by 
the  boughs  of  spreading  treea  which  met  above  dicff 
head,  and  now  receiving  a  doubtful  and  deceiving 
light  from  the  beams  of  the  moon,  which  jwnetram 
where  the  axe-had  made  openings  m  the  wiood.  Their 
path  was  repeatedly  interruptedoy  feUed  trees,  or  the 
large  boughs  which  had  been  left  on  the  ground  tiB 
time  served  to  make  them  into  fagots  and  biUeia 
The  inconvenience  and  difficulty  attending  theti 
interruptions,  the  breathless  haste  of  the  first  part 
of  their  route,  the  exhausting  sensations  of  hope  ana 
fear,  so  much  affected  the  Countess's  ^strengUi,  thai 
Janet  was  forced  to  propose  that  they  should  paua 
for  a  few  minutes  to  recover  breath  ana  spirits.  Both 
therefore  stood  still  beneath  the  shadow  of  a  hna 
old  gnarled  oak-tree|  and  both  naturally  looked  badi 
to  the  mansion  which  they  had  left  behind  then, 
whose  long  dark  front  was  seen  in  the  gloomy  di^ 
tance,  with  ita  huge  stacks  of  chimneys,  turreis,  and 
clock-house,  rising  above  the  line  of  the  rooC  and 
definedly  visible  against  the  pvre  azure  blue  of  the 
sumnoer  sky.  One  light  only  twinkled  from  the 
extended  and  ahadowy  mase^  and  it  was  placed  ao 
k>w  that  it  rather  eeemed  toghmmer  from  the  groud 
in,  front  of  the  mansioiL  than  from  one  of  tkt 
windows.  The  Countess's  terror  was  avodtenedr* 
"  They  follow  us !"  she  said,  pointing  out  to  JaiMl 
the  Hght  which  thus  alarmed  her. 

Less  agitated  than  her  mistress,  Janet  peroaived 
that  the  gleam  was  stationary,  aiid  infonned  tha 
Countess,  m  a  whispj^,  that  the  Ijght  proceeded  tnm 


the  solitary  cell  in  which  the  alchymist  pursued  hii 
occult  experiments.—"  Ho  is  of  tnoae."  she  added^ 
"  who  sit  up  and  watch  by  night  that  they  may  co» 
mit  iniquity.  Evil  was  the  chance  which  sent  hither 
a  man,  whose  mixed  speech  of  esrthly  wealth  and  on- 
earthly  or  superhuman  knowledge,  nath  m  it  what 
does  so  especially  captivate  my  poor  father.  Wea 
spoke  the  good  Master  Holdforth~«nd,  m^theiighL 
not  without  meaning  that  those  of  our  houseaoU 
should  find  therein  a  practical  use.  *  There  ^  tbooei' 
he  said,  '  and  their  number  is  legion,  vi^  inll  ratbtf, 
Uke  the  wicked  Ahab,  listen  to  the  dieams  of  the 
false  prophet  Zedekiah,  than  to  the  words  of  him  by 
whom  the  Lord  has  spoken.'  And  he  farther  in- 
sisted*--* Ah,  my  brethren,  there  be  many  Zedekiahs 
among  you— men  that  promise  you  the  light  of  thetf 
camaTknowledA  so  you  will  surrender  to  them  thai 
of  your  heavenly  understanding.  What  are  they 
better  than  the  tyrant  Naas,  who  demanded  tM 
right  eye  of  those  who  were  subjected  to  him?'  Ana 
farther  he  insisted" 

It  is  uncertain  how  long  the  fair  puritan's  memon 
might  have  supported  her  in*  the  recapitulatioB.ot 
Master  Holdforth's  discourse ;  but  the  Countess  in* 
terrupted  her,  and  assured  her  she  was  so  nioco 
recovered  that  she  could  now  reach  the  posteni  wiin* 
out  the  neoeasityof  a  second  delay. 

They  set  out  accordingly,  and  performed  the  as* 
cond  part  of  their  journey  with  more  deliberatioOi. 
and  of  course  mor?  easily,  than  the  firet  hasty  com* 
menoement  This  gave  them  leisure  for  reflection  I' 
and  Janet  now,  for  the  first  time,  ventured  to  aai. 
*her  lady  which  way  she  proposed  to  direct  her  flight. 
Receivipg  no  immediate  aii0wer»*-for.  peilwp^  u  u# 
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I  of  her  mind,  llui  v«ty  oMomB  mbjact  of 

.  dfliibention  had  not  occurred  to  the  Coanteas,— 
Janet  ▼entixved  to  add,  "  Probably  to  your  fathw^a 
hoDte.  when  you  are  aure  of  aafety  and  protectioa  V* 
^^  JaneV'  nid  the  lady,  moura&Uy,  *'I  left 
Iideo(e-Hall  while  my  heart  was  light  and  my  name 
waa  honourable^  and  I^will  not  return  thither  till  my 
loid'a  permiaaion  and  public  acknowledipnentof  our 
auniage  reators  me  to  my  native  home,  with  all  the 
lank  and  honour  which  he  baa  beatowed  on  me." 

**  And  whither  will  yon.  then,  madam  V*  taid  Janet 

^To  Keoilworth,  girv'  aaid  the  Counteaa,  boldly 
and  Ireelv.  **I  will  aee  theae  revela— theae  princely 
revela— toe  preparation  for  which  makea  the  land  ring 
from  aide  to  aide.  Methinka,  when  the  Queen  of  Eng- 
land feaata  within  my  hufibaiid'a  halla,  the  Ciounteas 
ef  Leiceater  ahould  be  no  unbeaeeming  «ue8t" 

**!  pray  God  you  may  be  a  welcome  oneP'  aaid 
Janet,  hastily. 

"  V  on  abuae  my  situation,  Janet,"  aaid  the  Count- 
«^  angrily^  '*  and  you  forget  your  own." 

''^I  do  neither,  dearest  madam,"  aaid  the  aonrowflil' 


1 )  ^'  but  have  you  forgotten  that  the  iM>ble  Earl 

baa  given  auch  strict  chaigea  to  keep  your  marriage 
aaeret,  that  he  may  preaerve  hia  court  fovour?  and 
can  you  think  that  your  andden  appearance  at  hia 
castle,  at  such  a  juncture,  and  in  such  a  presence, 
will  be  acceptable  to  him  7" 

"Thou  thinkest  I  would  disgrace  him  1"  aaklthe 
Coonteas  r-'*  nay,  let  go  my  arm.  I  can  walk  with 
OQt  aid,  and  work  without  connaeL" 

*'Bei»t  angry  with  me,  lady,"  said  Janet,  meekly, 
"and  let  me  stifl  support  you;  the  road  ia  rough  and 
yoa  are  little  aoeoatomed  to  walk  in  darkness." 

**Ifyou  deem  me  not  so  mean  as  may  diagrace  my 
kaaband,"  said  the  Gonnteas,  in  the  same  reeenttm 
toae,  "you  auppoae  my  Lord  of  Leicester  capable  of 
abetting;  perhape  of  giving  aim  and  authority  Ux  the 
me  pfooeedings  of  your  father  and  Vamey,  whose 
enaod  I  will  do  to  the  good  EarL" 

^ For  Gkxi*s  sake,  madam,  apare  my  father  in  your 
Rport,"  said  Janet;  "  let  my  aervioea,  however  poor, 
be  aome  atonement  for  his  errors  I" 

**!  were  most  unjust,  dearest  Janet,  were  it  other- 
win,"  sakl  the  Oountoa,  reauming  at  once  the  fond- 
■eas  and  confidence  of  her  manner  towards  her  foith- 
H  attendent  "  No.  Janet,  not  a  word  of  mine  shall 
io  your  father  prejudice.  But  thou  aeest,  my  Iovcl  I 
have  no  desire  out  to  throw  myself  on  my  husband^s 
noteetbn.  I  have  left  the  abode  he  assigned  for  me, 
because  of  the  villanjr  of  the  persons  by  whom  I  waa 
nrrotuided'-bat  I  wilt  disobey  his  commands  in  no 
other  particular.  I  wiir  appeal  to  him  alone— I  wOl 
be  protected  by  him  alone—To  no  other,  than  at  his 
pleasura  have  1  or  will  I  communicate  the  aecret 
aniofi  which  combines  our  hearts  and  oar  desttniea 
I  will  see  him,  and  receive  from  Ids  own  hps  the  di- 
lections  for  my  future  conduct.  Do  not  argue  against 
ny  resohition,  Janet;  von  will  onlv  conimn  me  in  it 
—And  to  own  the  truth,  I  am  resolved  to  know  my 
ftte  at  once,  and  from  my  hvaband*a  own  mouth, 
aad  to  seek  him  at  Kenilworth  is  the  sorest  way  to 
attain  my  purpose." 

While  Janet  hastily  revolved  in  her  nrind  the  diA- 
colties  and  uncertainties  attendant  on  the  unfortu- 
nate ladsf's  situation,  she  waa  inclined  to  alter  her 
fint  opinion,  and  to  think,  upon  the  whole,  that  ainoe 
^  Cpunteae  had  withdrawn  herself  ftom  the  retreat 
m  which  she  had  been  placed  by  her  husband,  it  waa 
Mr  first  duty  to  repair  to  his  presence,  and,  pos- 
•an  him  with  the  reasona  of  such  conduct.  She 
new  what  importance  the  Earl  attached  to  the  oon- 
eealment  of  their  marri&gei  and  could  not  but  own, 
that  bf  taking  any  step  to  make  it  public  without  his 
pemiissbn,  the  Countess  would  mcur,  in  a  high  de- 
gree, the  indignation  of  her  husband.  If  she  retired 
toner  fother's  house  without  an  explicit  avowal  of 
ber  link,  her  situation  was  likely  greatly  to  pr^ndiee 
Der  character;  and  if  she  made  auch  an  avowal,  it 
UKht  occasion  an  irreconcilable  breach  with  her 
nttband.  At  Kenilworth,  agam,  she  mk^ht  irfead  her 
jnte  with  ber  husband  himself,  whom  Janet,  though 


■vunetuig  him  more  than  the  Countess  did,  believed  pursuit  if  you,  pietiy 
toeipableof  being  aooeaaary  to  the  hpas  and  dsipe-  i  isason.'' 


rate  means  which  his  dependants^  from  whose^power 
the  lady  was  now  escapmg,  might  resort  to^  in  order 
to  Btifle  her  oomplaints  of  the  treatment  she  had  re- 
ceived at  their  hands.  But  at  the  worst,  and  were 
the  Earl  hhnaeif  to  deny  her  justice  and  protection, 
atill  at  Kenilworth,  if  she  choae  to  make  her  wrongs 
public,  the  Counteaa  might  have  Treesilian  for  her 
advocate,  and  the  Uueen  for  her  judge ;  for  ao  much 
Janet  had  learned  in  her  short  conference  m'ith  Way- 
land.  Shewaa^  therefore,  on  the  whole,  reconciled 
to  her  lady's  proposal  of  0oing  towarda  Kenilworth, 
and  ao  ezprnaed  herself;  recommending,  however, 
to  the  Counteaa  the  utmost  caution  in  making  bet 
arrival  known  to  her  husband. 

"Hast  thou  thyself  been  cautioua  Janet T'  aaki 
the  Countess;  "  this  gaide^  in  whom  I  must  put  mj^ 
confidenco.  hast  thou  not  mtiusted  to  him  the  secret 
ofmy  conmtioni" 

*'From  me  he  has  learned  nothmg,"  said  Janet  t 
'^  nor  do  I  think  that  he  knows  more  than  what  tha 
public  in  general  believe  of  vour  situation.*' 

"And  what  is  thatr  said  the  lady.  ^         .   „  - 

"  That  yon  left  your  fother'a  houae— but  I  ahafl  of- 
fend you  again  if  I  go  on,"  aakl  Janet,  inlemipting 

"  Nay,  go  on,"  aaid  the  Countess ;  **I  must  leara 
to  endure  the  evil  n^iort  which  my  folly  has  brought 
upon  me.  They  think.  I  suppose,  that  I  have  left 
my  father's  house  to  loUoW  lawless  pleasure— It  j» 
an  error  which  will  aoon  be  removed,— indeed  it  ahall, 
for  I  will  live  widi  spotless  lame,  or  I  shall  cease  to 
live.--!  am  aecotmted,  then,  the  paramour  of  my 
Leioeeterl" 

**  Most  men  say  of  Yamey,"  said  Janet  i "  yet  aoma 
call  hhn  only  the  convenient  cloak  of  his  masters 
pleasures ;  for  rsports  of  the  proftise  expense  in  garn- 
ishing yonder  apartmants  have  secretly  gone  abroad* 
and  such  doings  for  surpass  the  means  of  Vamey. 
But  this  latter  opinion  is  little  prevalent ;  for  men 
dare  hardly  even  nmt  aospicion  when  so  high  a  nama 
is  concerned,  lest  the  Star-chamber  ahould  puJoiah 
them  for  scandal  of  the  nobOity." 

"They  do  well  to  apeak  low,"  aaid  the^Conntess, 
"  who  wouU  mentbn  the  illuatrioos  Dudley  as  the 
aeoompUce  of  such  a  wretch  as  Vamey.— We  havs 
reached  the  postern— Ah!  Janet,  I  must  bid  thsa 
forewell!— Weep  not,  my  good  girl,"  said  ^e,  en- 
deavouring to  oover  her  own  rekictanoe  to  part  with 
her  faithful  attendant  under  an  attempt  at  playfol- 
neas,  "and  against  we  meet  again,  reform  me,  Janei, 
that  precise  luff  of  thine  for  an  open  rabadne  of  lace 
and  cut  work,  that  wHl  let  men  see  thou  hast  a  ftir 
fteck ;  and  that  kirtle  of  PhiKppine  chency,  with  thai 
bugle  lace  which  befita  only  a  chambermaid,  into 
three-piled  vehret  and  doth  of  gold— thou  wilt  find 
plenty  of  stnfEi  in  my  diamber,  and  I  fireely  beatow 
them  on  you.  Thoa  must  be  brave,  Janet;  for 
though  thou  art  now  but  the  attendant  of  a  dis* 
tressed  and  errant  ladv,  who  is  both  aameleas  and 
famdess,  yet,  when  ws  meet  again,  thou  must  ha 
dressed  as  becomes  the  gentlewoman  neareat  in  lovs 
and  m  ssrvioe  to  the  first  Countess  in  England  I" 

^  Mow.  may  God  grant  it,  dear  lady  I"  aaid  Janet  t 
—"not  that  I  may  go  with  gayer  marel,  but  that 
we  may  both  wear  our  kirtles  over  li^iter  neartb.'' 

By  this  thne  the  kiek  of  thepoatera-<kx>r  had,  after 
some  hard  wrenchuiA  yiddeid  to  the  maater-key  i 
and  the  Counteaa,  nol  without  internal  ahndderiii& 
aaw  henelf  beyond  the  walla  which  her  husband^ 
atrict  oommands  had  aaslgned  to  her  as  the  bounda- 
rvof  her  walka.  Waititw  with  mnch  anxiety  for 
their  appearance^  Waylana  Smith  atood  at  some  dis 
tanoe,  shrouding  himself  behind  a  hedge  which  bor 
dered  the  hin^-road. 

"Is  ail  skfol"  said  Janet  to  bun,  anjooudy,  as  bm 
approached  them  with  caution. 

'^AIL"  benpliedi  "bat  I  have  been  unable  to  pro- 
cure a  horae  for  the  lady.  Giles  Gosling,  the  00 ward- 
ly  hilding;  refused  me  one  on  any  terms  whatevet  i 
lest,  forsooth,  he  should  sufier-bat  no  matter.  She 
must  ride  on  my  palftvv,  and  I  must  walk  by  her  aids 
until  I  come  by  another  horse.  There  wdl  be  as 
..  .^ .^  Mistress  Janet,  foig^  not  thf 
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^  Nd  move  tludi  lli«  ww  widow  of  l>Bkoa  foigof 
the  woidfl  whieb  Jotb  put  into  her  moatb."  anawer- 
•d  Janet  "  To-monow,  I  fliytbat  my  lady  la  unable 
to  riae.*' 

"Ay,  and  that  ebe  bath  adung  and  beaTineaa  of 
the  hcad--a  throbbing  at  the  heart,  and  Uata  not  to 
be  distuibed.— Fear  not;  they  will  take  the  lunt,  and 
trouble  thee  with  Hbw  qiieationa— they  vndentand 
the  duseaae." 

**  Bat,"  said  the  lady,  '*  my  abaance  muat  be  aooa 
diaooTered,  and  they  will  mimkr  her  in  reyeBga—I 
will  rather  return  than  ejqnae  her  to  each  danaer." 

'*  Be  at  eaae  on  my  aoooont,  madam,"  aaid  Janet; 
'*  I  would  you  were  aa  sore  of  reccmag  the  fiwoor  you 
faireftom  thooe  lowborn  you  moat  make  appoaJ,  aa 
I  am  that  my  Cstlur,  bowevor  angry,  will  aufier  no 

The  Gounteaa  waa  now  placed  by  Wayland  upon 
hk  horse,  around  the  saddle  of  wUch  he  oad  placed 
fia  eloak,  ao  Iblded  aa  to  make  her  a  oommodiova 
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their  journey.  W« 

niA 


^  to  the  ^roaecttHon  of 

Anith  pereeiYad  bw  uneaai. .  ^ ^ 

hinisBlf  Ibr  hamg  grten  her  eanae  oTakni,  stnidl 
on  with  aflscted  auciity,  now  talkiag  to  the  hsne  u 
one  expert  in  the  langoags  of  the  ataUe,  now  wl»l«' 
ling  to  hmMMlf  low  and  interruated  anatdies  ef  txam^ 
ana  now  aaaoring  the  lady  then  waa  no  dBBflv; 
while  at  the  asme  limp  he  looked  ahaiply  enmiii  li 
aee  that  there  waa  nothing  m  sig^t,  which  myitm 
the  lie  toHis  words  while  they  were  ianaag  nbrnliii 


''Adieu,  and  may  the  Ueasing  of  God  wend  with 
you  I**  sail  Janet,  agun  kining  ner  miatreaa'a  band, 
wboietnniad  bar  benediction  with  a*mnta  canaa^ 
They  then  tore  themaelTea  aaundtf:  and  Janet,  ad- 
dnenng  Wayland,  exelairaed,  "May  HeaTsn  deal 
with  yon  at  your  need*  aa  you  aiu  true  or  Idae  to  this 
Bioat  mlured  and  moat  bcTpleaa  lady  P' 

*'Am«il  dearaet«7anet,'' replied  Wayland;^** and 
beKofe  me,  I  wfll  ao  aovvt  myarif  of  my  trnat,  aa  may 
tempt  even  your  pretty  eyea,.aam(tliko  aa  they  are,  to 
look  leea  aconraly  on  me  when  mm  neit  meet" 

The  latter  part  of  this  adieu  was  whispered  into  Ja- 
MC*a  ear :  and,  although  abe  made  no  aqphr  to  it  di- 
rectly, yet  her  manner,  influenced  no  douot  by  her 
deaire  to  leavaeTeiy  motive  in fiiree which 
late  towafda  her  miatreaa'a  aaiity.  did  not 
the  hope  which  Wayland'a  worda  enreeaed.  She 
re-entered  the  poatem-doon  and  locked  it  behind  her, 
while,  Wayland  taking  the  horsc^a  bridle  m  bis  hand, 
and  walking  eloos  by  ita  head,  they  began  in  silence 
their  dubious  and  moonlight  journey. 

Although  Wayland  Smith  used  the  utmoat  dispatch 
which  he  could  make,  yet  this  mode  of  tnveUing  was 
•0  alow,  that  when  morning  began  to  dawn  through 
the  eaatem  mist,  he  founo  himaelf  no  farther  than 
about  ten  milea  cbstant  from  Cumnor.  "Now,  a 
Blague  upon  all  smooth-spoken  boats  I"  said  Way- 
land,  unable  longer  to  aqppraaa  hia  mortification  and 
imeaaineaa.  **  Had  the  lalae  loon.  Oilee  Gosling,  but 
tokl  me  plainly  two  days  sinoe,  that  I  waa  to  reckon 
Bought  upon  nim,  I  had  ahifted  better  for  mjfseUl 
But  your  boats  have  such  a  cuatom  of  pnymsing 
whatever  ia  called  for,  that  it  is  not  till  the  ateed  is  to 
be  shod  yon  find  they  are  out  of  iron.  Had  I  but 
known,  I  could  have  made  tweiSVy  ahifta;  nay.  for 
that  matter,  and  in  ao  good  a  causey  t  woaU  bav^ 
thought  httle  to  bUTe  priRiBd  apranov  from  the  next 
Oommon^t  had  but  been  sendmg  back  the  brute  to 
the  headboroogb.  Theforcy  and  the  foundere  con- 
ftybnd  every  hoiae  in  the  etablea  of  the  Black  Bear!" 

The  ludy  endeavoursd  to  comfort  her  guides  ob- 
aervmg,  that  the  dawn  would  enable  him  to  make 
tnore  speed* 

**  True,  madam,"  he  replied ; "  but  then  it  will  ena- 
bleother  folk  to  take  note  of  na,  and  that  may  prove 
an  ill  beginning  of  our  joumoy.  I  had  not  cared  a 
■Mork  from  anvil  about  the  matter,  had  we  been  for- 
ther  advanced  on  our  way.  But  thia  Beikahire  hai 
been  notoiioualy  hannted  ever  ainoe  1  knew  the  coun- 
try, whh  that  sort  of  malicious  elves,  who  sit  up  late 
and  rise  early,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  pry  into 
other  folk*8  Wain.  I  have  Dean  endangered  by  them 
ere  now.  Botiio  not  fear,"  he  added,  "good  madam; 
for  wit,  meeting  with  opportunity,  wiU  not  nusa  to 
find  a  aalve  for  every  acre." 

The  alanna  of  her  mnde  made  more  irapreaafon  on 
the  Gounteas^s  mino  than  the  comfort  which  he 
judged  fit  to  adminiater  along  with  it  She  looked 
Hmoualy  around  her,  and  aa  the  ahadowa  ^withdrew 
fiom  the  landscape,  and  the  heightening  glow  of  the 
aaatem  diy  promiaed  the  n>eedy  rise  of  the  sun,  ex- 
pactod  at  every  turn  that  the  increaaing  light  would 
cspoae  than  to  the  view  of  the  vengefol  punuei%  or 


mouth.  Thua  did  they  journey  on,  uotii  an  uaexpeet- 
ed  incident  gave  them  the  meena  of  oontinvagtlMf 
pilgrimage  with  more  speed  and  conveniencs. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

A  kOM  f — a  bene  I- wy  kioftaD  Ibr  a  torn 
<•— — ^— My  lord,  I'll  halp  ro«  to  a  lunt. 

*  Rmmtm 

Gum  treTcllera  were  in  the  act  of  passing  a  nd 
thicket  of  trees  clo#e  bv  the  roadside^  when  the  flit 
Uving  being  preeented  nimaelf  v^iom  they  had  ■■ 
flinea  their  departure  finmGmnner>>Placa.  TUsuai 
a  atupid  lout,  aeenunfAr  ^  fomaea^b^^ 
kin,  with  hia  head  bue^  hia  hoae  about  hia  keda  « 
fanga  atartapa  upoBi  hia  foot  Ho  held  bv  the  mi 
what  of  all  uan^  they  most  wanted,  a  palney,  aama 
ly,  with  a  aide-saddle^  and  all  otherganatan  fat  a 
woman*B  mounthig}  and  he  baifed  Wayland  Son 
"  Zur,  ye  be  sure  tte  partyl" 

'^Ay,  that  r  be,  my  lai'^anawered  Wayland,  vnth; 
out  an  instant'a  faesitatien  9  and  it  must  be  owm 
that  consciences,  trained  in  a  stricter  school  of  f» 


refity,  miriit  have  given  way  to  an  ocoaaion  so  teflipi* 
ing.  WhSe  he  eooke,  be  caught  the  ran  out  of  » 
boy's  hand,  and  almoet  at  the  same  time  helped  dan 
the  Countess  from  his  own  horse,  and  aided  haU 
mount  on  that  which  chance  had  thus  presented  kf 
her  acceptance.  Indeed,  eo  namrally  cud  the  wfaou 
take  place,  that  the  Ck>unteas,  aa  it  aflenrards  ip- 
peaied,  never  suspected  but  that  tbe  horse  had  hat 
placed  there  to  meet  them  by  the  precaution  of* 
guide,  or  aome  of  hia  fricnda* 

The  lad^  however,  who  waa  thus  hastily  ^t^ 
sessedof  machaigeL  DManto  atare  hard,  and  acrin 
hia  head,  aa  if  aeuEed  Mnth  aome  qualms  of  cooseiaa 
for  delivering  un  the  animal  on  such  biief  eiplaai' 
tion.— "  I  be  riAt  zare  thou  be^st  the  partv,"  said  ^ 
muttering  to  himseli;  **but  thou  ahouloat  ha  1 
Btmnsi  thou  knaw'at." 

"Ay.  ay."  eakl  Wayland,  KHwdiing  at  a 
"  and  thou  Bacon,  thou  knoVat" 

"Noa.  noa,"  aaid  the  lad;  "bideye-bide  yant 

~^  It  a  ahonld  ha  aaid."  ^  . 

anawered  Wayland,  '*  peas  be  j^ 

agh  baoorn 


'*Wea,  vrelV 
aGnd'a  namel 


name!  though 


i  were  the  better  po» 


And  being  by  thb  time  mounted  on  hia  own  hom 
he  caught  the  rain  of  the  palfluy  firom  tbe  aaewttB 
hold  of  the  heaitating  yoimg  boor,  flung  him  a  earn 
piece  of  money,  and  made  amonds  for  lost  tnie  IV 
riding  briskly  off  without  farther  parley.  The  ladvtf 
atill  vinbb  nom  tbe  hill  an  wUeh  they  wen  ndni, 
and  Wayland.  aa  he  looked  ba<^  beheld  hhn  ataa*' 
ing  with  his  nngnn  in  hie  hair  aa  hnmoveaMe  ai  t 
gmdo-poat  and  nia  head  turned  in  the  diraetiNiJ 
which  they  vrere  eacaping  from  him.  At  length,  jm 
aa  they  topped  the  hul,  he  saw  the  down  roop  ii 
lift  up  the  silver  groat  which  Ida  benevolence  had^ 
parted.—** Now  mia  is  what  I  call  a  Oodsand,*'^ 
Wayland :  **  thia  is  a  bonny  vrell-iiddea  bit  of  a  gM 
thing,  and  it  will  carry  ua  ao  for  till  we  get  voDtf 
well  mounted^  and  then  we  will  send  it  haoL  tai 
enough  to  satnfy  the  Hue  and  Cry." 

But  he  waa  deceived  hi  bis  ezpectatwna;  andftj> 
which  aeeroed  at&vt  to  promise  sofairiy,  sooa  tbn» 
ened  to  turn  tbe  inekient,  wbk^  he  thus  gloned  « 
into  the  canae  of  their  utter  rain.  , 

They  had  not  ridden  a  abort  mile  fiK>m  the  pUg 
where  they  left  the  lad,  before  they  heard  a  vitn 
Toice  shotttihg  on  the  wind  behind  them,  **  Robbeifi 
robbery!— Stop  thiefl"  and  airaUar  eiclamatr— 
which  Wayhad'a  oonadanoa  readfly 


WM  meoat  of  thie  tniisiietion  to  wiiich  he  had  baoi 

"I  had  better  have  gone  barefoot  all  mv  life,"  he 
Ml  "it  18  the  Hue  and  Cry,  and  I  am  a  lost  man. 
Ah!  Wayland,  WaWand,  many  a  time  thy  lather  said 
Imafr-fleeh  would  be  the  death  of  thee.  Were  loikce 
Mfe  amonip  the  horae-courwrs  ia  Smithiield,  or 
iWnbail  Street,  they  ahould  have  leave  to  hanjr  me 
is  high  as  St  Paul's,  if  I  e'er  meddled  niore  with  no- 
bIcOuughls,  or  gentlewomen !" 

Ainidet  these  dismal  reflections,  he  tamed  his  head 
lepeatedly  to  see  by  whom  he  was  chased,  and  was 
nach  comforted  when  he  could  only  discover  a  single 
cider,  who  waS|  however,  well  mounted,  and  came 
after  them  at  a  speed  which  left  them  no  chance  of 
Mcaping,  even  had  the  lady's  strength  permitted  her 
to  ride  as  Cast  as  her  palfrey  might  nave  been  able  to 

"Vaere  mavbefair  play  betwixt  us,  sare^"  thought 
Wajland,  "  where  there  is  but  one  man  on  each  siiaes 
aodyonder  fellow  sits  on  his  horse  more  l&e  a  mon- 
ktff  than  at  cavalier.  Pshaw  1  if  it  come  to  the  worst, 
it  will  be  easv  vnhoraing  him.  Nay,  'snails  1  I  think 
hia  horse  will  take  the  matter  in  his  own  hand,  for  he 
has  the  bridle  betwixt  his  teeth.  Oons,  what  care  I 
fiir  him  V  said  he,  as  the  pursuer  drew  yet  nearer ;  "  it 
ia  bat  the  little  animal  of  a  mercer  from  Abingdon, 
when  all  is  over."  ' 

Even  so  it  was,  as  the  experienced  eye  of  Wayland 
had  descried  at  a  distance.  For  the  valiant  mercer's 
horsey  which  was  a  beast  of  mettle^  feeling  himself 
jnt  to  his  speed,  and  discerning  a  couple  of  horses 
tiding  Uu(L  at  some  hundred  yards'  distance  before 
hbn,  betook  himself  to  the  road  with  such  alachtv, 
la  totally  deranged  the  seat  of  his  rider,  who  not  only 
came  op  wi||ii  hut  passed,^  at  full  gallop^  those  whom 
hehtdoeen  pursuing;  pulling  the  reins  wit!}  all  his 
Biighijand  ejaculatink  *'Stop!  stooT'  an  mterjec- 
tini  rhich  seemed  rather  to  regard  nis  own  palfrey, 
foafl  what  seamen  call  **  the  chase.*'   With  the  same 
JBTsluntary  speed,  he  shot  ahead  (to  use  another  nau- 
aeal  phrase)  about  a  furlong,  ere  he  was  able  to  st<^ 
aod  turn  his  horse,  and  then  rode  back  towards  our 
travellers,  adijasting,  as  well  as  he  could,  his  disor- 
dered dress,  resettUng  h'unself  in  the  saddle,  and  en- 
deavouring to  substitute  a  bold  and  martial  frown, 
fir  the  confusion  and  dismay  which  sate  upon  his 
liuse  during  his  involuntary  career. 

Wayland  had  just  time  to  caution  the  lady  not  to  be 
ilarmed,  adding,  "this  fellow  is  a  gull,  and  I  will  use 
him  as  such." 

When  the  mercer  had  recovered  breath  and  audacity 
enough  to  confront  them,  he  o/dered  Wayland,  in  a 
menacing  tone,  to  deliver  up  his  palfrey. 

"How?"  said  the  smith,  in  King  Cambyses'  vein, 
"are  we  commanded  to  stand  and  deliver  on  the 
King's  highway?  Then  out,  Excalibar,-  and  tell  this 
koight  of  prowess,  that  dire  blows  must  decide  be- 
tween us!'* 

•*Haro  and  help,  and  hue  and  cry,  eveiy  true  man!" 
said  the  mercer.  I  am  withstood  m  seeking  to  reco- 
ver mine  own  !'* 

"  Thou  swear'st  thv  gods  in  v^^  foal  paynim,"  said 
Wayland  "for  I  will  through  with  mine  purpose, 
were  death  at  the  end  onU.  xv ever theless,  know,  thou 
Cdse  man  of  frail  cambric  and  ferrateen,  tnat  I  am  he, 
even  the  pedler,  whom  thou  didst  boast  to  meet  on 
Kaiden-oastle-moor,  and  despoil  of  his  pack ;  where- 
fare  betake  thee  to  thy  weapons  presently." 

"J  spoke  but  in  jest,  man^"  said  Goldthred;  '*!  am 
aa  honest  shopkee^r  and  citizeiL  who  scorns  to  leap 
ferth  on  any  man  from  behind  a  hedge." 

"Then  by  my  faith,  most  puissant  mercer,'*  an- 
swered Wayland,  **!  am  sorry  for  my  vow,  which 
nthat  whenever  I  met  thee,  1  would  despot!  thee 
y  palfrey,  and  bestow  it  upon  my  leman,  unless 
thou  couldst  defend  it  by  blows  of  force.  But  the 
TOW  is  passed  and  registered— and  all  I  can  do  for 
thee,  is  to  leave  the  horse  at  Donnington,  in  the  noar- 
e«ho8tlery." 

"But  I  tell  thee,  friend,"  said  the  mercer,  "it is  the 
very  horse  on  which  I  was  this  day  to  carry  Jane 
Th^kham,  of  Shottesbrok.  as  far  as  the  parish- 
church  yonder,  to  become  Dame  Goldihred.    She 


hath  jrnnp^  oot  of  the  aiiDt-wMow  of  old'GaAsr 
Hiackham's  grange:  and  lo  ye,yoi.der  she  stands  al 
the  place  wheresheshould  have  met  the  palfrsy,  with 
her  camlet  ridinc-cloak,  and  ivory  handled  whip,  like 
a  picture  of  Lot's  wife.  I  pray  you,  in  good  terms,  Lot 
me  have  bausk  the  palfrey.^' 

"  Grieved  am  I,'^  said  Wayland,  "  as  much  for  tha 
fair  damsel,  as  for  thee,  most  noole  imp  at  muslin. 
But  vows  must  have  their  oourae—thou  wUt  find  tha 
palfrey  at  the  Angel  yonder  at  Donnington.  It  is  aU 
I  may  do  for  thee,  with  a  safe  conscienoe." 

"  To  the  devil  with  thy  conscienoe  1"  said  the  dis- 
mayed mercer—"  WoukUt  thoa  have  a  bride  walk  to 
church  on  £D0t1" 

"  Thou  Kiayst  take  her  on  thy  cnipper.  Sir  Gold- 
thred," answered  Wayland;  ''it  will  take  down  thy 
steed's  mettle." 

"And  how  if  you-<-if  you  forget  to  leave  my  horseb 
as  you  proposer'  said  Gioldthrea,  not  without  heaita^ 
tion,  fi>r  his  soul  was  afraid  within  him. 

"My  pack  shall  be  i^edged  lor  it— yonder  it  liet 
with  Giles  Gosling,  m  his  chamber  with  the  da* 
"d  leathern  hangings,  stufied  foil  with  veive^ 
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there  be.  in  truth  and  sincerity,  hut  the  half  of  thesa 
wares— but  if  ever  I  trust  bumpkin  with  bonny  B«i^ 
aid  again  1" 

"As  vou  Iwt  ibr  that,  good  Master  Goldthred,  and 
so  ^ooa  morrow  to  yoii---aiid  well  parted^"  he  addei^ 
riding  on  cheerfrilly  with  the  lady,  whue  the  di>* 
countenanced  meroer  rode  hack  much  sk>wer  than 
he  came,  pondering  what  excuM  he  shouM  make  t« 
the  disappointed  bnde.  who  stood  waiting  for  her  gair 
lant  groom  in  the  midst  of  the  king's  huhway. 

"JOethought."  saidithe  lady,  as  they  rode  on,  "yon* 
der  fool  stared  at  me,  as  if  he  had  some  rnnenft* 
brance  of  me;  yet  I  kept  my  muffler  as  high  as  I 
might" 

'^If  I  thought  so,"  said  WayUnd,  "I  would  rida 
back,  and  cat  him  ove^  the  Date— there  would  be  no 
fear  of  harming  his  brains,  mr  he  never  had  so  muoh 
as  would  mdu  pap  to  a  sucking  gosling.  We  must 
now  push  on.  however,  and  at  Donnington  we  will 
leave  the  oars  horse,  that  he  may  have  no  farther 
temptation  to  pursue  us,  and  endeavour  to  aasmma 
such, a  change  of  shape,  aar  may  bafOe  his  pursuit,  if 
he  should  persevere  in  it." 

The  travellers  reached  Donnington  without  farther 
alarm,  where  it  became  matter  of  necessity  thav  tho 
Countess  should  eiuov  two  or  three  hours'  repos& 
during  which  Wayjand  disposed  himseliC  with  equal 
address  and  alacrity,  to  carry  through  those  mea* 
sures  on  which  the  safety  of  their  friture  joumef 
seemed  to  depend. 

Exchanging  his  pedler's  gaberdine  for  a  smock* 
frock,  he  carried  the  palfrey  of  Goldthred  to  tha 
Angel  Inn,  which  was  at  the  other  end  of  the  viUaga 
from  that  where  oiir  travdiers  had  taken  up  their 
quarters.  In  the  proMgress  of  the  morning,  as  ha 
travelled  about  his  other  businesa,  he  saw  the  steed 
brought  forth  and  delivered  to  the  cutting  meroer 
himself^  who,  at  tlie  head  of  a  valorous  posse  of  tha 
Hue  and  Cry,  came  to  resctie,  by  force  or  arms,  what 
was  delivered  to  him  without  any  other  ransom  than 
the  price  of  a  huge  quantity  of  ale,  drunk  out  by  hit 
assistants,. thirstv,  it  would  seem,  with  their  walk- 
and  concerning  the  price  of  which  Master  Goldthred 
had  a  fierce  dispute  with  the  headborough,  whom  ha 
had  summoned  to  aid  him  in  raising  the  country. 

Having  made  this  act  of  prudent,  as  well  as  just 
restitution.  Wayland  procured  such  change  of  ap- 
parel for  the  lady,  as  well  as  himself,  as  gave  then 
both  the  appearance  of  country  people  ofthe  better 
class;  it  beuig  farther  resolved,  that,  in  order  to  at* 
tract  the  less  observation,  she  should  pass  upon  tha 
road  for  the  abter  of  her  guide.  A  good,  but  not  a 
gay  horse,  fit  to  keep  pace  with  his  own,  and  gentlt 
enough  for  a  lady's  uBe,,oompleted  the  preparationt 
for  the  journey ;  for  making  which,  and  for  other  ex 
pcnses,  he  hiid  been  furnisned  with  sufficient  fundi 
by  Tresailian.  And  thus,  about  noon,  after  the  Count* 
eas  had  been  refreshed  by  the  sound  reposS'  of  aev*. 
8 
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nl  boon,  tliey  reAinied  their  joumejTt  ^tfa  the  pur^ 
pose  of  making  the  beet  of  their  way  to  Eenilworth, 
by  Coventry  and  Warwick.  They  were  not,  how- 
erer,  destined  to  traTelfar,  without  meeting  some 
cause  of  apprehension.    .  ..„,,, 

It  is  necessary  to  premise,  that  the  landlora  of  the 
inn  had  informed  them,  that  a  jovial  party,  intended, 
as  he  understood,  to  present  some  of  the  masgnespr 
mummeries,  which  made  a  part  of  Che  entertammient 
with  which  the  Queen  was  UBually  welcomed  on  the 
royal  Progresses,  had  left  the  village  of  Donnington 
an  hour  or  two  before  them,  in  oraer  to  proceed  to 
Kanilworth.  Now  it  had  occurred  to  Wayland,  that, 
by  attaching:  themselves  in  some  sort  to  this  group, 
as  soon  as  they  should  overtake  them  on  the  road, 
they  would  be  less  likely^  to  attract  notice,  than  if 
they  continued  to  travel  entirely  by  themselves.  He 
communicated  his  idea  to  the  Countess,  who,  only 
anxious  to  arrive  at  Kenilworth  without  interruption, 
leU  him  free  to  choose  the  manner  in  which  this  was 
to  be  accomphshed.  They  pressed  forward'  their 
horses,  therefore,  with  the  purpose  of  overtaking  the 
party  of  intended  revellers,  and  making  the  journey 
m  their  company ;  and  had  just  seen  the  little  party, 
oonsstmg  partly  of  riders,  partly  of  people  on  foot, 
crossing  the  summit  of  a  gentle  hill,  at  about  half  a 
mile's  dnstanca  and  disappearing  on  the  other  sidet 
when  Wayland,  who  maintained  the  most  circum- 
spect observation  of  all  that  met  his  eye  in  every 
direction,  was  aware  that  a  rider  was  coming  up 
behind  them  on  a  horse  of  uncommon  action,  accom- 
panied by  a  serving-man,  whose  utmost  efTorts  were 
unable  to  keep  up  with  his  master's  trotting  kackney. 
and  who,  therefore,  was  fain  to  fdlow  him  at  a  hand 
gallop.  Wayland  looked  anxiously  bad^  At  these 
horsemen,  became  considerably  disturbed  in  his  man- 
ner, looked  back  again,  and  became  pale,  as  he  said 
to  the  lady— "That  is  Richard  Varne/s  trotting  geld- 
faig— I  would  know  him  among  a  thousand  nags— 
this  is  a  worse  business  than  meeting  the  mercer.^' 

**Draw  your  sword,'*  answered  the  lady,  "and 
pierce  my  oosom  with  it,  rather  than  I  should  foil 
mto  his  hands !" 

"  I  would  rather  by  a  thousand  times,"  answered 
Wayland,  "pass  it  through  his  body,  or  even  mine 
owfi.  But  to  say  truth,  fighting  is  not  my  best  point, 
though  I  can  look  on  cold  iron  like  another,  when 
needs  must  be.  And,  indeed,  as  for  my  sword,— 
(put  on,  1  pray  you)— it  is  a  poor  Provant  rapier,  and 
I  warrant  you  ne  has  a  special  Toledo.  He  has  a 
serving-  man,  too,  and  I  think  it  is  the  drunken  ruf- 
fian  Lambourne,  upon  the  horse  on  which  men  say— 
(I  pray  you  heartily  to  put  on>— he  did  the  great  rob- 
bery or  the  west  country  erazier.  It  is  not  that  I 
fear  either  Vamey  or  Lambourne  in  a  good  cause— 
(your  palfrey  will  go  yet  faster  if  you  urge  him)— But 
yet— <nay,  Ipray  you  let  him  not  break  off  into  the 
gallop,  lest  they  should  see  we  fear  them,  and  give 
chase— keep  him  only  at  the  full  trot>— But  yet,  though 
I  fear  them  not,  I  would  yre  were  well  ria  of  them, 
and  that  rather  oy  policy  than  by  violence.  CoM  we 
once  reach  the  party  before  us,  we  may  herd  among 
them,  and  pass  unooeerved,  unless  Vamey  be  really 
'  come  in  express  pursuit  of  us,  and  then,  happy  man 
be  his  dole !" 

While  he  thus  spoke,  he  alternately  urged  and  re- 
atniined  his  horse,  desirous  to  maintaio  the  fleetest 
Dace  that  was  consistent  with  the  idea  of  an  ordinary 
journey  on  the  road,  but  lo  avoid  such  rapidity  of 
movement  as  might  give  rise  to  susricion  that  they 
were  flying. 

At  such'  a  pace,  they  ascended  the  gentle  hill  we 
have  mentioned,  and,  looking  from  the  top.  had  the 
,  pleasure  lo  see  that  the  party  which  had  left  Don- 
'  nington  before  them,  were  in  t!ie  little  valley  or  bot- 
tom on  the  orner  sidei  where  the  road  was  traversed 
oy,  u  nvulet,  t>e8ide  which  was  a  cottage  or  two.  In 
this  place  mey  seemed  to  have  made  a  pause,  which 
ipave  Wayland  the  hope  of  joining  them,  and  becom- 
jng  a  part  of  their  company,  ere  Varney  should  ovcr^ 
take  them.  He  was  the  more  anxious,  as  his  com- 
panion, though  she  made  no  complaints,  and  express- 
ed no  fear,  b^n  to  look  sq  deadly  pale,  that  he  was 
-X— wi  ^  might  drop  from  her  horse     Notwith- 


standing^ this  symplom  of  decaying  strenKth,  she 
pushed  on  her  palfrey  so  briskly,  that  they  joined  tfas 
party  in  the  bottom  of  the  valley,  ere  Vamey  appear- 
ed on  the  top  of  the  gentle  eminence  which  they  had 
descended. 

They  found  the  company  to^  which  they  meant  lo 
associate  themselves,  in  great  disorder.  Irie  women, 
vrith  dishevelled  locks,  aiid  looks  of  great  importanoe^ 
ran  in  and  out  of  one  of  the  cottages,  and  the  men 
stood  around  holding  the  horses,  and  looking  ally 
enough,  as  is  usual  in  cases  where  th^  assistance  » 
not  wanted. 

Wayland  and  his  change  paused,  as  if  ont  of  cmi- 
osity,  and  then  gradually,  without  making  any  in« 
qnines.  or  being  asked  any  questions,  they  mingM 
with  the  group,  as  if  they  had  always  made  pert 
of  iu 

They  had  not  stood  there  above  five  minutei^ 
anxiously  keeping  as  much  to  the  side  of  the  roadu 
possible,  so  as  to  place  the  other  travellers  betwiit 
them  and  Vamey,  when  Lord  Leicester's  nasur 
of  the  horse,  followed  by  Laipboume,  came  riding 
fiercely  down  the  hill,  their  horses'  flanks  and  the 
rowels  of  their  spun  shovringbloody  tokens  of  the 
rate  at  which  they  travelled.  The  appearance  of  the 
stationary  group  around  the  cottages,  wearing  their 
buckram  suits  in  order  to  protect  their  masquii^ 
dresses,  having  their  hght  cart  for  transporting .thof 
scenery,  and  cariying  various  fantastic  propertieiin 
their  hands  for  the  more  easy  conveyance,  let  the 
riders  at  once  into  the  character  and  purpose  of  the 
company.  • 

"You  are  revellers,"  said  Vamey,  "  designing  w 
Kenilworth  V* 

^*Jiede  quitUm^  Domine  apeetoHstinUt**  answena 
one  of  the  party.  it 

"  And  why  the  devil  stand  you  here^"  said  Vanwf, 
"when  your  utmost  dispatch  will  but  brine  yon  tt 
Kenilworth  in  time?  The  Queen  dines  at  Warwici 
to-morrow,  and  you  loiter  here,  w  knaves!" 

"In 'very  truth,  sir."  said  a  little  diminutive iirebi^ 
wearing  a  vizard  with  a  couple  of  sproudng  horiisoi 
an  ele^nt  scarlet  hue,  having,  moreover,,  a  blaci 
serge  lerkin  drawn  close  to  his  body  by  lacing,  gfl^ 
nisnea  with  red  stockings,  and  shoes  so  shaped  alto 
resemble  cloven  feet,—  In  very  truth,  sir,  andf* 
are  in  the  right  on't.  It  is  my  father  the  Devil,  wfiOi 
being  taken  in  labour,  has  delayed  mir  present  po^ 
pose,  by  increasing  our  company  with  an  imp  too 
manv.'*^  ,  . 

"The  devil  he  has!"  answered  Vamey,  who« 
laugh,  however,  never  exceeded  a  sarcastic  smilft 

|[*It  is  even  as  the  juvenal  hath  said,"  added  tw 
masquer  who  spoke  first  j  "  our  major  devil— for  iba 
is  but  our  minor  one— is  even  now  at  Lucinajff 
opem^  within  that  very  htfrurium." 

"  By  Saint  George,  or  rather  by  the  Dragon,  wbo 
may  be  a  kinsman  of  the  fiend  in  the  straw,  a  most 
comical  chance  1"  said  Vamey.  "  How  sayesi  thoo. 
Lambourne,  wilt  thou  stand  godfather  for  the  nonwl 
—if  the  devil  were  to  choose  a  gossip,  I  know  no 
one  more  fit  for  the  office."  „ 

•*  Saving  always  when  my  betters  arc  in  presence, 
said  Lambourne,  with  the  civil  impudence  of  a  ser- 
vant who  knows  bis  services  to  be  so  indispensably 
that  his  jest  will  be  permitted  to  pass  muster. 

"  And  what  is  the  name  of  this  devil,  or  nevu « 
dam,  who  has  timed  her  turns  so  strangely?"  saw 
Varney.  **  W^e  can  ill  afford  to  spore  any  of  our 
actors." 

"  Gaudet  nomine  Sibylla^**  said  the  first  sDeaker. 
"  she  is  called  Sibyl  Laneham,  wife  of  Master  Rich- 
ard Laneham" , 

"Clerk  to  the  Council -chamber  door,"  said  var- 
ney ;  "  why,  she  is  inexcusable,  having  had  expen- 
ence  how  to  have  ordered  her  matters  better.  But 
who  were  those,  a  man  and  a  woman,  I  think,  who 
rode  Bo  hastily  up  the  hill  before  me  even  now7-w 
they  belone  to  your  company  ?" 

Waylana  was  about  tp  hazard  a  rpplytothis  alarm* 
ing  inquiry,  when  the  little  diablotin  again  thrust  m 
his  onr. 

"  So  please  yon,"  he  said,  coming  close  «p  to\  Jf- 
ney,  and  epeeiking  so  as  not  to  be  overheard  by  bit 
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companions,  **  ike  man  waa  our  devil  mvpr,  who 
has  tricks  enoiigh  to  supply  the  lack  of  a  oundred 
such  as  Dame  Laneham ;  and  the  woman—if  you 
please,  is  the  sage  person  whose  assistance  is  most 
particularly  necessary  to  our  distressed  comrade." 

"  Oh,  what,  vou  have  got  the  wise  woman,  then  1" 
said  Varaey.  "**  Why,  truly,  she  rode*like  one  bound 
to  a  place  where  she  was  needed^And  you  have  a 
spare  limb  of  Satan,  besides,  to  supply  the  place  of 
Mistress  Laneham  T 

*'  Ay,  sir,"  said  the  boy,  "  they  are  not  so  scarce  m 
this  world  as  your  honours  virtuous  eminence  would 
suppose— This  master-fiend  shall  spit  a  few  flashes 
of  nr^  and  eruct  a  volume  or  two  of  smoke  on  the 
•pot,  if  it  will  do  you  pleasure— you  would  think  he 
hid  iEtna  in  his  abdomen." 

"  I  lack  time  just  now,  most  hopelut  imp  of  dark- 
ness, to  vntness  his  performance,'*  said  Vamey ; 
"but  here  is  something  for  you  all  to  drink  the  lucky 
bour-^ind  so,  as  the  pUy  says,  *  God  be  with  your 
labour!'*' 

Thus  speaking,  he  strock  hit  hoive  with  the  spun, 
tod  rode  on  his  way. 

Lambourne  tarried  a  moment  or  two  behind  his 
master,  and  rummaged  his  pouch  for  a  piece  of  silver, 
which  he  bestowed  on  the  communicative  imp,  as  he 
.•aid,  for  his  encouragement  on  his  path  to  the  infer- 
nal regions,  some  sj^ks  of  whose  Are,  he  said  he 
eould  discover  flashing  from  him  already.  Then 
having  received  the  boy*s  thanks  for  his  generosity, 
he  also  spurred  his  horse,  and  rode  alter  his  master 
as  Cut  as  the  fire  flashes  from  flint. 
f  **  And  now,"  said  the  wily  imp,  sideling  close  up 
to  Wayland's  horse,  and  cutting  a  gambol  m  the  air, 
wluch  seemed  to  vindicate  his  title  to  relationship  with 
the  prince  of  that  element.  "  I  have  told  them  who 
V0tt an,  do  you  m  return  tell  me  who  /am 7" 

"Either  Flibbertuiibbet,"  answered  Wayland  Smith, 
"or  else  an  imp  ofthe  devil  in  good  earnest." 

"Thou  hast  hit  it,"  answered  Dickie  Sludge ;  "I 
•a  diine  own  Flibbertigibbet,  man :  and  I  have  oroken 
forth  of  bounds,  aJong  with  my  learned  preceptor,  as 
I  told  thee  I  would,  do,  whether  he  would  or  not— 
Bat  what  lady  hebi  ^ou  gof  with  thee  7  I  saw  thou 
iiert  at  fault  the  first  question  was  asked,  and  so  I 
Irew  up  for  thy  assistance.  But  I  must  know  all 
who  she  is,  dear  Wayland." 

"  Thou  shalt  know  fifty  finer  things,  my  dear 
mgle,"  said  Wayland ;  *'  but  a  truce  to  thine  inquiries 
inat  now :  and  since  you  are  bound  for  Kenilworth, 
diither  will  I  too,  even  for  the  love  of  thy  swee^faoe 
and  wafcgish  company." 

*^  Thou  shouldst  have  said  my  waggish  face  and 
•weet  company,"  said  Dickie  j  '^  but  now  wilt  thou 
travel  with  us— I  mean  in  what  character  7" 

"  E'en  in  that  thou  hast  assigned  me,  to  be  sure— 
as  a  juggler  i  thou  know*st  I  am  used  to  the  craft," 
answered  Wayland. 

"  Ay,  but  tlie  lady  1"  answered  Flibberti^'bbet ; 
'*  credit  me,  I  tliink  she  U  one,  and  thou  art  m  a  sea 
of  troubles  about  her  at  this  moment,  as  I  can  pei-'- 
ceive  by  thy  fidgeting." 

'*  O,  she,  hian !— she  is  a  poor  sister  of  mine,"  said 
Wayland—"  she  can  sing  and  nlay  o*  the  lute,  woukl 
win  the  fish  out  o'  the  stream." 

"  Let  me  hear  her  instantly,"  said  the  boy:  "I  love 
the  lute  rarely ;  I  love  it  of  all  things,  though  I  never 
heard  it." 

"Then  how  canst  thou  love  it,  FHbbertig3>betr' 
•aid  Wayland. 

J"  As  knights  love  ladies  in  old  tales,"  answered 
Dickie—"  on  hesrsay." 

.  '*  Then  love  it  on  hearsay  a  little  longer,  tilt  my 
faster  is  recovered  from  the  fatigue  of  her  journey," 
aaid  Wayland  ^T-muttering  afterwards  betwixt  bis 
teeth,  "  The  devil  take  the  unp's  curiosity !— I  must 
tegp  fair  weather  with  him,  or  we  shall  fare  the 
irorse." 

He  then  proceeded  to  state  to  Master  Holiday  his 

'    o»n  talents  as  a  juggler,  with  those  of  his  sister  as 

a  musiciaji.    Some  proof  of  his  dexterity  was  de- 

iBuided,  which  he  gave  m  such  a  style  of  exoelience, 

that,  delighted  at  obtaining  such  an  accession  to  their 

PvtY,  they  readily  acquiesced  in  the  apology  which 


he  oflered,  when  a  display  of  his  fvCer's  talents  wof 
required.  The  new  comers  were  invited  to  partake 
of  the  refreshments  with  which  the  party  were  pro- 
vided ;  and  it  was  with  some  difficulty  that  Wayland 
Smith  obtained  an  opportunity  of  being  apart  with 
his  supposed  sister  duiing  the  meal,  of  which  interval 
he -availed  himself  to  entreat  hat  to  forget  for  the 
present  both  her  rank  and  her  sorrows,  and  cond^ 
soend,  as  the  most  nrobable  chance  of  remaining 
concealed,  to  mix  in  the  society  of  those  with  whom 
she  was  to  travel. 

The  Countess  allowed  the  necessity  of  the  ca8& 
and  when  they  resumed  their  journey,  endeavoured 
to  comply  with  her  guide's  advice,  by  addressing  her- 
self to  a,female  near  her,  and  expressing  her  concern 
for  the  woman  whom  they  were  thus  oDiiged  to  leave 
behind  them. 

**  O,  she  is  well  attended,  madam,"  replied  the  dame 
whom  she  addressed,  who.  from  her  jolly  and  laugh- 
ter-loving demeanour,  might  have  been  the  very  em- 
blem  of  the  Wife  of  Bath ;  "  and  my  gossip  Laneham 
thinks  as  little  of  these  matters  as  any  one.  >  By  the 
ninth  day,  an  the  revels  last  so  long,  we  shall  nave 
her  with  us  at  Kenilworth,  even  if  she  shotdd  travel 
with  her  bantling  on  her  back." 

There  was  something  in  this  speech  which  took 
away  all  desire  on  the  Countess  of  Leicester's  part 
to  continue  the  converaation ;  but  having  broken  the 
charm  by  speaking  to  her  fellow-traveller  first,  the 
^ood  dame,  who  was  to  play  Rare  Gilhan  of  Croydon, 
m  one  of  the  interludes,  took  care  that  silence  did  not 
again  settle  on  the  journey,  but  entertained  her  mute 
companion  with  a  thousand  anecdotes  of  revels,  from 
the  days  of  King  Harry  downwards,  with  the  recep- 
tion given  them  oy  the  great  folk,  and  ail  the  names 
of  those  who  played  the  principal  characten;  but 
ever  concluding  with  "  they  would  be  nothing  to  the 
princely  pleasures  of  Kenilworth." 

*'  And  when  shall  we  reach  KenilwoMh  V*  said 
the  Countess,  with  an  agitation  which  she  in  vain 
attempted  to  conceaL 

'"  We  that  have  horses  mav.  with  late  riding,  get 
to  Warwick  to-night^  and  Kenilworth  may  be  distant 
some  four  or  five  mdes,— but  then  we  must  wait  till 
the  foot-people  come  up;  although  it  is  like  my  good 
Lord  of  Leicester  will  have  horses  or  light  carnages 
to  meet  them,  and  bring  them  up  without  being  tra- 
vel-toiled, whidi  last  is  no  good  preparadon,  as  you 
may  suppose,  for  dancing  oefore  your  betters— And 
yet,  Lora  help  me,  I  have  seen  the  day  I  would  have 
tramped  five  leagues  of  lea-land^  and  turned  on  my 
toe  the  whole  evening  after,  as  a  juggler  spins  a  pew- 
ter platter  on  the  point  of  a  needle.  But  age  has 
clawed  me  somewhat  in  his  clutch,  as  the  song  says  t 
though,  if  I  like  tht  tune  and  like  my  partner,  rll 
dance  the  hays  yet  with  any  merry  lass  in  Warwick- 
shire, that  writes  that  unhappy  figure  four  with  a 
round  O  after  it." 

If  the  Countess  was  overn'helmed  with^the  garru- 
lity of  this  good  dame,  WayUnd  Smith,  on  his  port, 
had  enough  to  do  to  sustain  and  parry  the  constant 
attacks  made  upon  him  by  the  indefatigable  curiosity 
of  his  old  acquaintance,  Richard  Sludge.  Nature 
had  given  that  arch  youngster  a  pr^'ing  cast  of  dis])0- 
sition,  which  matched  admirably  with  his  sharp  wit; 
the  former  inducing  him  to  plant  himself  as  a  spy  on 
other  people^s  aflairs,  and  the  latter  quality  leading 
him  perpetually  to  interfere,  after  he  had  made  him-  . 
self  master  of  that  which  concerned  him  not.    He 

Stent  the  livelong  day  in  attempting  to  peer  under  the 
ountess's  mumer,  and  apparently  what  he  could 
there  discern  greatly  sharpened  his  curiosity. 

"  That  sister  of  thine,  Wa>'land,"  ho  said.  "  has  a 
fair  neck  to  have  been  born-  in  a  smithy,  and  a  pretty 
taper  hand  to  have  been  used  for  twirling  a  spindle- 
faith,  I'll  believe  in  your  relationahip  when  the  crow's 
Ogff  is  hatched  into  a  cygnet." 

^'  Go  to."  said  Wayland,  "  thou  art  a  prating  bov, 
and  should  be  breeched  for  thine  assurance." 

"  Well,"  said  the  imp,  drawmg  off;  "all  I  say  is,— 
remember  you  have  kept  a  secret  from  me,  and  if  I 
give  thee  not  a  Rowland  for  thine  Ohver,  my  name 
IS  not  Dickon  Sludge !" 

This  threat,  and  the  distance  at  which  Hobgoblin 
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kept  from' him  for  the  rest  of  the  wsf,  alarmed  Way- 
land  very  much,  and  he  auggeated  to  his  pretended 
nstert  that,  on  pretext  of  weariness,  she  should  ex- 
preaa  a  desire  to  stop  two  or  three  miles  short  of  the 
fidr  town  of  Warwickt  promising  to  rejoin  the  troop 
in  the  morning.  A  small  village  inn  afforded  them 
a  resting  place ;  and  it  was  with  secret  pleasure  that 
Wayland  saw  the  whole  party,  including  Dickon, 
pass  on,  after  a  courteous  farewell,  and  leave  them 
behind. 

"  To-morrow,  madam/'  he  said  to  his  charge,  '*  we 
win,  wi^  your  leave,  again  start  early,  and  reach 
Eenilworlh  before  the  rout  which  are  to  assemble 
there."  i     • 

The  Countess  gave  assent  to  the  proposal  of  her 
foithful  guide;  but,  somewhat  to  his  surprise,  said 
nothing  farther  on  the  subject,  which  left  Wayland 
under  the  disagreeeble  uncertainty  whether  or  no  she 
had  formed  any  plan  for  her  own  future  proceedings, 
as  he  knew  her  situation  demanded  circumspection, 
althousfn  he  was  but  imperfectly  acquainted  with  all 
its  pec!Uiarities.  Concluding,  however,  that  she  muse 
nave  friends  withm  the  castle,  whose  advice  and 
assistance  she  could  safelv  trust,  he  siroposed  his 
task  would  be  beat  accomplished  by  conducting  her 
thither  in  safety,  agreeably  to  her  repeated  com- 
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Rak,  the  ballt  Mmunon,  ud  the  bagle  eslli. 

Bur  ane  the  ihirest  aiMifi-cn  not— the  tide 

Of  nobleg  and  of  ladie*  throng*  the  hallt,  * 

But  the  the  loveliest  muit  in  aeeiet  hide. 

Whateree  weie  thine,  proud  Prinoe,  which  in  thefleaai 

Of  yoo  aaj  oMleori  lost  that  better  aense. 

That  o'er  the  rlow>woTm  doth  the  star  esteem, 

And  merit's  modest  blush  o'er  courtly  insolence  f 

Tke  Otoe  BUgptf.  ' 

Ths  imfbrtunate  Countess  of  Leicester  had,  from 
her  infancy  upwards,  been  treated  by  those  arot^ld 
her  with  indulgence  as  unbounded  as  injudicious. 
The  natural  sweetness  of  her  disposition  had  saved 
her  from  becoming  insolent  and  ill-humoured;  but 
the  caprice  which  preferred  the  handsome  and  msin- 
uating  Leicester  before  Tressiiian,  of  whose  high  ho- 
nour and  unalterable  affection  she  herself  entertained 
00  firm  an  opinion— that  fatal  error,  which  ruined  the 
happiness  of  her  life,  had  its  origin  in  the  mistaken 
kindness  that  had  spared  her  childhood  the  painful, 
but  most  necessary  lesson,  of  submission  and  self- 
command.  From  the  same  indulgence,  it  followed 
that  she  had  only  been  accustom^  to  form  and  to 
express  her  wishes,  leaving  to  others  the  task  of  ful- 
fil fing  them ;  and  thus,  at  the  most  momentous  pe- 
riod of  her  hfe,  she  was  alike  destitute  of  presence  of 
mind,  and  of  ability  to  form  for  herself  any  reasona- 
ble or  prudent  plan  of  conduct. 

These  difficuUiea  pressed  on  the  imfortunate  lady 
with  overwhelming  force,  on  the  morning  which 
aeesned  to  be  the  cnsjs  of  her  fate.  Overlooking  eve- 
ry intermediate  consideratk)n,  she  had  only  desired  to 
oe  at  Kenilworth,  and  to  approach  her  husband's 
presence :  and  now,  when  she  was  in  the  vicinity  of 
both,  a  thousand  considerations  arose  at  once  upon 
her  mind,  startling  her  with  accumulated  doubts  and 
dangers,  some  real,  some  imaginary,  and  all  exalted 
and  exaggerated  by  a  situation  alike  helpless,  and 
destitute  of  aid  and  counsel. 

A  sleepless  night  rendered  her  so  weak  in  the  morn- 
ing, that  she  was  altogether  unable  to  attend  Way- 
land's  early  summons.  The  trusty  guide  became  ex- 
tremely distressed  on  the  lady's  account,  and  some- 
what alarmed  on  his  own,  and  was  on  the  j)oint  of 
goinjK  alone  to  Kenilworth,  in  the  hope  of  discover- 
mg  Tressilian,  and  intimating  to  him  the  lady's  ap- 
proach, when  about  nine  in  the  morning  he  was  sum- 
moned to  attend  her.  He  found  her  dressed,  and 
ready  for  resuming  her  journey,  but  with  a  paleness 
of  countenance  which  alarmed  him  for  her  health. 
She  intimated  her  desire  that  the  horses  mi^ht  be  Apt 
TDstanrly  ready,  and  resisted  with  impatierrce  nter 
guide's  request,  that  she  would  take  some  refreshment 
Woi^  setting  forward.    "  I  have  had,'*  she  aaid,  "  a 


cup  of  water— the  wrelch  who  is  dragged  to  txet» 
tion  needs  no  stronger  cordial,  and  that  may  tern 
me  which  suffices  for  him^do  as  I  command  you." 
Wayland  Smith  still  hesitated.  "  What  ^ould  yoo 
l|aveT*  said  she— "Have  I  not  spoken  plamly?" 

**  Yes,  madam,"  answered  Wayland ;  "  bat  may  I 
ask  what  is  youj  farther  purpoae?— I  only  desire  to 
know,  that  I  may  guide  myself  by  your  wishes.  TIm 
whole  country  is  afloat,  and  streaming  towards  the 
Castle  of  Kenilworth.  It  will  be  difficult  trBvelfing 
thither,  even  if  we  had  the  necessary  passports  for 
safe-oonduct  and  free-admittance— Unknown  and 
unfriended,  we  may  come  by  mishap.  Your  ladyihjp 
will  forgive  my  speaking  my  poor  mind— Were  we 
not  belter  try  to  find  out  the  masquers,  and  again  wiB 
ourselves  with  them?"— The  Countess  shook li« 
head,  and  her  guide  proceeded,  **Then  I  see  but  ona 
other  remedy." 

"Speak  out  then,"  said  the  lady,  not  displeaaii 
perhaps,  that  he  should  thus  ofller  the  advice  whidi 
she  waa  ashamed  to  ask;  "I  believe  thee  faithfol- 
what  wouldst  thou  counsel  T' 

"That  I  should  warn  Master  TresiffiaB,"  mSA 
Wayland,  *'  that  you  are  in  this  place.  I  am  li^ 
certain  he  would  get  to  horse  with  a  few  of  IM 
Sussex's  followers,  and  ensure  your  personal  saiety.* 

"And  is  it  to  me  you  Advise,"  said  the  CounM^ 
"to  put  myself  under  the  protection  of  {Sussex,  tin 
unworthy  rival  of  the  noble  Ldceater  V*  Then,  aao- 
ing  the  surprise  with  which. Wayland  stared  apot 
her,  and  afraid  of  having  too  strongly  intimated  mt 
interest  in  Leicester,  she  added,  "And  for  Tresaliaa 
it  must  not  be— mention  not  to  him,  I  charge  yoo; 
my  nnhappy  name ;  it  would  but  double  my  miaf(l^ 
tunes,  and  mvolve  kirn  in  dangers  beyond  the  povtf 
of  rescue."  She  paused;  but  when  she  obeened 
that  Wayland  continued  to  look  on  her  ^ith  tbit 
anxious  and  uncertain  gaze,  which  indicated  a  doubt 
whether  her  brain  was  settled,  she  assumed  an  airaf 
composure,  and  added,  "  Do  thou  but  guide  oie  to 
KQiilwonh  Castle,  ^ood  fellow,  and  thy  task  is  end- 
ed, since  I  will  then  judge  what  farther  is  to  be  dooa 
Thou  hast  yet  been  true  to  me— here  is  somethiif 
that. will  make  thee  rich  amends." 

She  ofllered  the  artist  a  ring,  containing  a  valobB 
stone.  Wayland  looked  at  it,  heaitatcda  momtfUi 
and  then  returned  it.  "  Not,"  be  said,  "that  I » 
above  your  kindness,  madain,  being  but  a  poorfello* 
who  nave  been  forced,  God  help  me !  to  live  by 
worse  shifts  than  the  bounty  of  sudi  a  person  as  yn 
Bot,  as  my  old  master  the  farrier  uaea  to  aay  to  hi 
customers  'No  cure  no  j;)ay.'  We  are  not  yet  ii 
Kenilworth  Castle,  and  it  is  time  enou^  to  dischim 

r^ur  guidg  as  they  say,  when  you  take  your  boots  eS 
trust  in  Grod  your  ladyship  is  as  well  assured  of  fittinc 
reception  when  you  arrive,  as  you  may  hold  yourwi 
certain  of  my  best  endeavours  to  conduct  you  thitbcr 
safely.  I  go  to  get  the  horses;  meantime,  let  loe 
pray  you  once  more,  as  your  poor  physician  as  wtU 
as  guide,  to  take  some  sustenance.' '^ 
.  **I  will— I  will,"  said  the  lady,  hastily.  "Begw»5 
begone  instantly !— It  is  in  vain  I  assume  audacityt 
said  she, when  he  left  the  room :  "even  this  poori^OD 
sees  through  mv  afiectatx>n  or  courage,  and  fathoms 
the  very  ground  of  my  fears."  , 

She  then  attempted  to  follow  her  guide's  advice  oy 
taking  some  food,  but  waa  compelled  to  desist,  as  tha 
effort  to  swallow  even  a  single  morsel  gave  her  so 
much  uneasiness  as  amounted  wdlnigh  to  suffoca- 
tioQ.  A  moment  afterwards  the  horses  appeared  ^. 
the  latticed  window— the  lady  mounted,  and  fimna 
that  relief  from  the  free  air  and  change  of  pUc^ 
which  is  frequently  experienced  in  snnuar  ctrcam- 
stances.  • 

It  chanced  v^l  for  the  Countess's  piiipose  tbH 
Wayland  Smith,  whose  previous  wandering  and  ui^ 
settled  life  had  made  him  acquainted  with  ajmoat  ai 
England,  was  intimate  with  all  the  by-roads  as  ~ 
as  direct  communications,  through  the  beat 
county  of  Warwick.  For  such  andso  great  was 
throng  which  flocked  in  all  directions  towards 
nilworth,  to  see  the  entry  of  Elizabeth  into 
splendid  mansion  of  her  prime  favourite,  that 
principal  roads  were  ac^allv  bk>cked  up  and  intsB 
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upted,  and  it  was  only  b;  cifcntotti  bj-patha  that 
(he  travellers  could  proceed  on  their  ioumey. 

The  Q.ueea'8  purveyors  had  beoi  abroad,  sweeping 
the  farms  and  villages  of  those  articles  usually  ex- 
acted during  a  royal  Progress,  and  for  which  the 
owoere  were  afterwards  to  obtain  a  tardy  payment 
from  the  Board  of  Green  Cloth.  The  Earl  of  Leices- 
ter's household  officers  had  been  scouring  the  coun- 
try for  the  same  purpose ;  and  many  of  his  friends 
add  allies,  both  near  and  remote,  took  this  opportu- 
nity of  ingratiating  themselves,  by  sending  lam 
goantities  uf  provisions  and  delicacies  of  alfkinda, 
with  game  mhuge  numbers,  and  whole  tuns  of  the 
best  uquors,  foreign  and  domestic.  Thus  the  high 
loads  were  filled  with  droves  of  bullocks  sheep) 
calves,  and  hogs,  and  choked  with  loaded  wains, 
whose  axle-trees  cracked  under  their  burdens  of  wine 
casks  and  hogsheads  of  ale,  and  huge  hampers  of 
gr»cery  goods,  and  slaughtered  game,  and  salted  pro- 
.  vinona.  and  sacks  of  flour.  Perpetuat  stoppages 
took  place  as  these  wains  became  entangled;  and 
their  rude  drivers,  swearing  and  brawling  till  their 
wild  passions  were  fully  raised,  began  to  debate  prs> 
cadence  with  their  wagon-whips  and  quarter-stavesi 
which  occasional  riots  were  usually  quieted  by  a  pur- 
vefor,  deputy-marshal's  man,  or  some  other  person 
in  anthonty,  breaking  the  beads  of  both  parties. 

Here  were,  besides,  players  and  mummeis,  jugglens 

and  showmen  of  every  description,  traversing  in  joy- 

*  ms  bands  the  paths  which  led  to  the  Palace  of 

Princely  Pleasure :  for  so  the  traveliing  manstrels  had 

tamed  Eenilworth  in  the  songs  which  already  had 

some  forth  in  anticipation  ot  the  revels  which  were 

then  expected.    In  the  midst  of  this  motley  show. 

ncodicants  were  exhibiting  their  real  or  pretended 

BDseriea,  forming  a  strange,  though  common,  con- 

tnathstwixt  the  vanities  and  the  sorrows  of  human 

CQstaca.    All  these  floated  along  with  the  immense 

tide  of  population,  whom  mere  curiosity  had  drawn 

together  i  and  where  the  mechanic,  in  his  leathern 

VfRNi,  elbowed  the  dink  and, dainty  dame,  his  city 

mistress;    where   clowns,  with  hob-nailed   shoes, 

wen  treading  on  the  kibes  of  substantial  burghers 

and  gentlemen  of  worship ;  and  where  Joan  of  the 

dairy,  with  robust  pace,  and  red  sturdy  arms,  rowed 

Mr  way  onward,  amongst  those  prim  and  pretty 

■oppets.  whose  sires  were  knights  and  squires. 

The   thronged  confusion  was,  however,  of  a  gay 

and  cheerful  character.    All  came  forth  to  see  and  to 

mjoy,  and  all  laughed  at  the  trifling  inconveniences 

wmch  at  another  time  might  have  chafed  their  tern- 

Er.  Excepting  the  occasional  brawls  which  we 
ve  men  tionedamong  that  irritable  race  the  carmen, 
die  mingled  sounds  which  arose  from  the  multitude 
were  those  of  light-hearted  mirth,  and  tiptoe  jollity. 
The  musicians  preluded  on  their  iostruments-— the 
minstrels  hummed  their  songs— the  licensed  jester 
whooped  betwixt  mirth  and  madness,  as  he  bran- 
dished his  bauble— the  morrice-dancers  jangled  their 
bells— the  rusdcs  hailoo'd  and  whistled— men  laughed 
loud,  and  maidens  giggled  shrill;  while  many  a 
bnMo  jest  flew  like  a  shuttlecock  from  one  partv,  to 
be  caught  in  the  air  and  returned, from  the  opposite 
aide  Clothe  road  by  another,  at  which  it  was  aimed. 

No  infliction  can  be  so  distressing  to  a  mind  ah- 
•prbed  in  melancholy,  as  being  plunged  into  a  scene 
cf  mirth  and  revelry,  Ibrming  an  accompaniment  so 
dissonant  from  its  own  feelings.  Yet,  in  the  case  of 
the  Countess  of  Leicester,  the  noise  and  tumult  of 
tfus  giddy  scene  distracted  ner  thoufshts,  and  rendered 
her  this  sad  service,  that  it  became  impossible  for  hei 
to  brood  on  her  own  misery,  or  to  form  terrible  anti- 
e«ations  of  her  approaching  fate.  ,  She  travelled  on, 
Hke  one  in  a  dream,  following  implicitly  the  guidance 
sf  Wi^land,  who,  with  great  address,  now  threaded 
aia  way  through  the  general  throng  of  passengers, 
sow  stood  still  until  a  favourable  opportunity  occur- 
ni  of  again  moving  forward,  and  frequently  turning 
ihpgecher.out  of  the  direct  road,  followed  some  cir- 
oatous  by-path,  which  brought  them  into  the  high- 
ly again,  after  having  jgiven  them  the  opportunity  of 
traversing  a  oonsiderahle  way  with  greater  ease  and 
ktpidity. 
It  was  thus  he  avoided  Warwick,  within  whose 


Castle  (that  fbinst  monoment  of  ancient  and  chival* 
rous  splendour  which  yet  remains  uniniured  by  time) 
Elizabeth  had  passed  the  previous  nignt,  and  where 
she  was  to  tarrv  until  past  noon,  at  that  time* the 
general  hour  oi  dinner  throughout  England,  after 
which  repast  she  was  to  proceed  to  Kenu worth.  la 
the  meanwhile,  each  passing  group  had  something 
to  say  in  the  Sovereign's  praise^  though  not  absolute- 
ly without  the  ususl  mixture  or  satire  which  qualifies 
more  or  less  our  estimate  of  our  neighbours,  espe- 
ciallv  if  they  chance  to  be  aiso  our  betters. 

"  Heard  voul"  said  one,  "how graciously  she  qpoks 
to  Msster  Bailifrand  the  Recorder,  and  to  good  Mas- 
ter Griffin  the  preacher,  as  they  kneeled  down  at  hei 
coach- window  7" 

"  Ay.  and  how  she  said  to  little  Aglionby,  *  Mastei 
Reeonler,  men  would  have  persuaded  me  that  yoa 
were  afrsiid  of  me,  but  truly  I  think,  so  well  did  yo« 
reckon  up  to  me  the  vjrtues  of  a  sovereign,  that  1 
have  more  reason  to  he  sfraid  of  you'— And  thsai 
with  what  graos  she  look  the  fair-wrought  parse 
with  the  twenty  gold  sovereigns^  seeming  as  though 
she  would  not  wUlingly  handle  it,  and  yet  taking  it 
withal." 

"Ay,  ay/*  said  another,  "her  finoere  closed  on  it 
pretty  willingly  methought,  when  all  was  done;  and 


only  when  the  corporation  pay  the  aecounts  or  a  poor 
handicraft  like  mc^  that  they  put  him  off  vrith  clq>t 
coin.— Well,  there  is  a  God  above  all— Little  Master 
Recorder,  smce  that  is  the  word,  will  be  greater  now 
than  ever." 

"Come,  f^ood  new^boor,"  said  the  first  speaker, 
"be  not  envious— She  is  a  good  Queen,  and  a  gene- 
rous—She gave  the  purse  to  the  Earl  of  Leicest^." 

"I  envious l—beshrew  thy  heart  for  the  word!" 
replied  the  handicraft—"  But  she  will  give  all  to  thf 
Earl  of  Leicester  maojL  methinks." 

"You  are  turning  ill,  lady,"  saidWayland  Smith 
to  the  Coimtess  of  Leicester,  and  proposed  that  she 
should  draw  off  from  the  road,  and  halt  till  she  re* 
covered.  But  subduing  her  feelings  at  this,  and . 
different  spseches  to  the  same  puiTwse,  which  caught 
her  ear  as  they  passed  oil  die  insisted  that  her  guide 
^ould  proceed  to  Keniiworth  with  all  the  haste 
which  the  numerous  impediments  of  their  journey 
permitted.  Meanwhile,  Wayland's  anxiety  at  her  re  - 
peated  fits  of  indisposition,  and  her  obvious  distrac- 
tion of  mind,  was  houriy  incressing.  snd  he  became  * 
extremely  desirous,  that,  accoiding  to  her  reiterated 
requests,  she  should  be  safely  introduced  into  the 
Castle,  where,  he  doubted  not,  she  was  secure  of  a 
kind  reception,  though  she  seemed  unwilling  to  re- 
veal en  whom  she  reposed  her  h«^s. 

"An  I  were  once  rid  of  this  peril,"  thought  he, 
"  and  if  anv  man  shall  find  me  pfaying  squire  of  the 
body*  to  a  damosel-errant,  he  shall  have  leave  to  beat 
my  brains  out  vnthmy  own  sledge-hammer  I" 

At  length  the  princely  Castle  appeared,  upon  im» 
proving  which,  and  the  domains  around,  the  Earl  of 
Leicester  had,  it  is  said,  expended  sixty  thousand 
pounds  sterling^  a  sum  equal  to  half  a  million  of  oitf 
present  money. 

The  outer  wall  of  this  splendid  and  gigantic  stnici 
ture  enclosed  seven  acres,  a  part  of  wmch  was  occu- 
pied bv  extensive  stables,  and  by  a  pleasure  garden, 
with  its  trim  arboprs  and  parterres,  and  the  rest 
formed  the  larae  base- court,  or  outer  yard,,  of  the 
noble  castle.  The  lordly  strocmre  itself,  which  rose 
near  the  centre  o'  this  spacious  enclosttre.  was  com- 
posed of  a  huge  pile  of  ir  agnificent  castellated  build 
ings,  apparentiv  of  different  ages,  surrounding  an  in- 
ner court,  and  Bearing,  in  the  names  attached  to  each 
portion  of  the  magnificent  mass,  and  in  the  armorial 
bearings  which  were  there  blazoned,  the  emblems  of 
mighty  chiefs  who  had  long  passed  away,  and  who»9 
history,  could  Ambition  have  lent  ear  to  it,  might 
have  read  a  lesson  to  the  haughty  favourite,  who  had 
now  acquired  and  was  augmenting  the  fair  domain, 
A  large  and  massive  Keep,  which  formed  the  citndd 
of  the  Castle,  was  of  uncertain  ^ough  great  antiquity 
It  boTB  the  name  of  Cssar,  perhaps  uom  its  reseai- 
8* 
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blaixce  to  that  in  the  Tower  of  London  no  called. 
Some  anticiURries  ascribe  its  foundation  to  tlie  time 
of  Kenelph,  from  whom  the  Castle  had  its  name,  a 
Saxon  kinp;  of  Mercia,  and  others  to  an  early  era  af- 
ter the  Norman  Conquest.  On  the  exterior  walls 
frowned  the  scutclicon  of  the  Clintons,  by  whom  they 
were  founded  in  the  reign  of  Henry  1.,  and  of  the  yet 
more  redoubt^  3imon  de  Monttort,  by  whom,  du- 
ring the  Barons'  wars,  Kenil worth  was  long  held  out 
against  Henry  III.  liure  Mortimer,  Earl  of  March, 
famous  alike  for  his  rise  and  hia  fall,  had  once  gayly 
revelled  in  Kenil  worth,  while  his  dethroned  sovereignt 
Edward  II..  languished  in  its  dungeons.  Old  John 
of  Gaunt,  ''time-honoured  Lancaster,"  bad  widely 
extended  the  Castle,  erecting  that  noble  and  massive 
pile  which  yet  bears  the  name  of  Lancaster's  Build- 
ings ;  and  Leicester  himself  had  outdone  the  former 
possessors,  princely  and  powerful  as  they  were,  by 
erecting  another  immense  structure,  which  now  lies 
crushed  under  its  own  ruins,  the  monument  of  its 
owner's  ambition.  The  external  wall  of  this  royal 
Castle  was,  on  the  south  and  west  sides,  adorned  and 
defended  by  a  lake  partly  artificial,  across  which  Lei- 
cester had  constructed  a  stately  bridge,  that  Eliza- 
beth might  enter  the  Castle  by  a  pato  hitherto  un- 
trodden, instead  of  the  usual  entrance  to  the  north- 
ward, over  which  he  had  erected  a  gate-house,  or 
barbiran,  which  still  exists,  and  is  equal  in  extent, 
and  superior  in  architecture,  to  the  baronial  castle  of 
many  a  northern  chief. 

Beyond  the  hike  lay  an  extensive  chnsCj  full  of  red 
deer,  fallow  deer,  roes,  and  every  species  of  game,  and 
abounding  with  lofty  trees,  from  amongst  which  the 
extended  front  and  massive  towers  of  the  Castle  were 
seen  to  rise  in  majesty  and  beauty.  We  cannot  but 
add,  that  of  this  lordly  palace,  where  princes  feasted 
and  heroes  fought,  now  in  the  bloody  earnest  of 
Btorm  and  siege,  and  now  in  the  games  of  chivalry, 
where  beauty  dealt  the  prize  which  valour  won,  all  is 
DOW  desolate.  The  bed  of  the  lake  is  but  a  rushy 
swamp;  and  the  massive  ruins  of  the  Castle  only 
■erve  to  show  what  their  splendour  once  was.  and 
to  impress  on  the  musing  visiter  the  transitory  value 
of  human  possessions,  and  the  happiness  of  those 
who  enjoy  an  humble  lot  in  virtuous  contentment. 

In  was  with  far  different  feelings  that  the  unfortu- 
nate Countess  of  Leicester  vie^f  ed  those  gray  and 
massive  towers,  when  she  first  beheld  them  rise 
above  the  embowerbig  and  richly  shaded  woods, 
over  which  they  seemed  to  preside.  She,  the  un- 
«doubted  vnfe  of  the  (^reat  Earl,  of  Elizabeth's  mm- 
ion,  and  England's  mighty  favourite,  was  approach- 
ing the  presence  of  her  husband,  and  that  husband's 
sovereign,  under  the  protection,  rather  than  the  gui- 
dance, of  a  poor  juggler:  and  though  unquestioned 
Mistress  of  that  proud  Castle^  whose  lightest  word 
ought  to  have  had  fwce  sufficient  to  make  its  gates 
leap  from  their  massive  hinges  to  receive  her,  yet  she 
Qould  not  conceal  from  herself  the  difiiciUty  and  peril 
which  she  must  experience  in  gaining  admission  into 
her  own  halls. 

The  risk  and  difficulty,  indeed,  seemed  to  increase' 
every  moment,  and  at  length  threatened  altogether 
to  put  a  scop  to  her  farther  progress,  at  the  great 
^te  leading  to  a  broad  and  fair  road,  which,  travers- 
ing tne  breadth  of  the  cbaK  for  the  space  of  two 
mil^  and  commanding  several  most  beautiiiil  views 
of  me  Castle  and  lake,  terminated  at  the  newly  con- 
structed bridge,  to  which  it  was  an  appendage,  and 
which  was  destined  to  form  the  Queen  s  approach  to 
the  Castle  on  that  memorable  occasion. 

Here  the  Countess  and  Wayland  found  the  gate  at 
the  end  of  this  avenu&  which  opened  on  the  Warwick 
road,  guarded  by  a  body  of  the  Clueen's  mounted 
yeomen  of  tl^e  guard^  armed  in  corslets  richly  carved 
andgilded,  and  weannftmorions  instead  of  bonnets, 
having  their  carabines  resting  with  the  hut-end  on 
'Jieir  thighs.  These  Kuaids,  distinguished  for  strength 
and  stature,  who  dioT  duty  wherever  the  Queen  went 
in  person,  were  here  stationed  under  the  direction 
of  a  pursuivant,  graced  with  the  Bear  and  Ra^ed 
Staff  on  his  arm,  as  belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Leices- 
ter, and  peremptorily  refused  all  admittance,  except- 
ing^ to  such  as  were  guests  invited  to  the  fesnval,  or 


persons  who  were  to  perform  some  part  in  the  nurtk 
All  exhibitions  which  were  proposed. 

The  press  was  of  consequence  great  around  the  «• 
trance,  and  persons  of  all  kinds  presented  every  nrf 
of  plea  for  admittance ;  to  which  the  guards  turad 
an  mexorable  ear^plesiding,  in  return  to  fair wonte, 
and  even  to  fair  oners,  the  strictness  of  their  onien, 
founded  on  the  Queen's  well-know^n  dislike  to  tbt 
rude  pressing  of  a  multftude.  With  those  whom  audi 
reasons  die!  not  serve,  they  dealt  more  rudely,  repel- 
ling them  without  ceremony  by  the  pressure  of  thdr 
powerful  barbed  horses^  and  good  round  blows  froii 
the  stock  of  their  carabines.  These  last  manceuTiei  , 
produced  unduladons  amongst  the  crowd,  which 
rondered  Wayland  much  afraid  that  he  might  peifora 
be  separated  from  his  charge  in  the  throng.  Pfeither 
did  he  know  what  excuse  to  make  in  order  to  obttin 
admittance,  and  he  was  debating  the  matter  in  Ini 
head  with  great  uncertainty,  when  the  Ekrl's  pur- 
suivant, having  cast  an  eye  upon  him,  exclaimed,  to 
his  no  small  surprise,  "  Yeomen,  make  room  for  tbe 
fellow  m  the  orange-tawny  cloak— Come  fom^ani, 
Sir  Coxcomb,  and  make  haste.  What,  in  the  fieniTi 
name,  has  kept  you  waiting?  Come  forward  vith 
your  bale  of  woman's  gear." 

While  the  pursuivant  gave  Wayland  this  prening 
yet  uncourteous  invitation,  which,  for  a  mmut6« 
two,  he  could  not  unagine  was  applied  to  him,  die 
yeomen  speedily  made  a  free  passage  for  him,  wbik^ . 
only  cautioning  his  companion  to  Keep  the  ipoflki 
close  around  her  face,  he  entered  the  gate  leadinebff 
palfrey,  but  with  such  a  drooping  crest,  and  such  alas 
of  conscious  fear  and  anxiety,  that  the  crowd,  not 
greatly  pleased  at  any  rate  with  the  preference  be- 
stowed  upon  them,  accompanied  their  admission  win 
hooting,  and^a  loud  laugh  of  derisiom 

Admitted  thus  within  the  chase,  though  with  M 
very  flattering  notice  or  distinction.  Wayland  andtoi 
charge  rode  forward,  musing  what  difficuldteitwoBld 
be  next  theu'  lot  to  encounter,  through  the  broad  an- 
nuo, which  was  sentinelled  on  either  side  by  a  hag 
line  of  retainers,  armed  with  swords  and  partintt 
richly  dressed  in  the  Earl  of  Leicester's  liverie&ni 
beanng  his  cog^nizance  of  the  Bear  and  Ragged  sn 
each  placed  within  three  paces  of  his  comrade,  Nj* 
to  line  the  whole  road  from  the  entrance  into  them 
to  the  bridge.    And,  indeed,  when  the  lady  obtaoid 
the  first  commanding  view  of  the  Castle,  withiii 
stately  towers  rising  from  within  a  long  sweepingloi 
of  outward  walls,  ornamented  with  battlements,  iw  j 
turrets,  and  platforms,  at  every  point  of  defence,  m  \ 
many  a  banner  streaming  from  its  walls,  and  such  t  , 
bustle  of  gay  crests,  and  waving  plumes,  disposed  oB 
ihe  terraces  and  battlements,  and.  all  the  gay  and 
goi^geous  scene,  her  heart,  unaccustomed  to  am 
splendour,  sank  as  if  it  died  within  her.  and  for  a  tbd- 
ment  she  asked  herself,  what  she  had  offered  up J^ 
Leicester  to  deserve  to  become  the  partner  of  tM 
princely  splendour.  But  her  pride  and  generous  apint 
resisted  the  whisper  which  bade  her  despair. 

"  I  have  given  him,"  she  said,  "  all  that  woman  hai 
tagive.  Name  and  fame,  heart  and  hand,  have  I  ^ven 
the  lord  of  all  this  magnificence  at  the  altar^  and  Eng* 
land's  Queen  could  give  him  no  more.  He  is  my  hus^ 
•band— I  am  his  wife:- Whom  God  hath  joined,  mait 
cannot  sunder.  I  will  be  bold  in  claiming  my  riRhtj 
even  the  bokler,  that  I  come  thus  unexpected,  an<j 
thus  forlorn.  I  know  my  noble  Dudley  well!  pewdl 
be  something  impatient  at  my  disobeying  hun,  but 
Amy  will  weep,  and  Dudley  wUl  forgive  her." 

These  meditations  were  interrupted  by  a  cirof  «ff- 
prise  from  her  guide  Wayland,  who  suddenly  felt  him- 
self firmly  grasped  round  the  body  by  a  pair  of  Iods 
thin  black  arms,  belonging  to  some  one  who  had 
drooped  himself  out  of  an  oak-tree,  upon  the  C70ui)« 
his  norse,  amidst  the  shouts  of  laughter  which  bunt 
from  the  sentinels.  .  ^ 

"  This  must  be  the  devil,  or  Plibbertiabbct  again  r 
said  Wayland,  after  a  vain  struggle  to  aisen(;age  bin- 
self,  and  unhorse  the  urchin  who  clung  to  hun ;  VO 
Kenilworth  oaks  bear  such  acorns?" 

"In  sooth  do  they.  Master  Wayland,"  said  his  un- 
expected adjunct,  "  and  many  others,  too  hard  forjro« 
(o  crack,  for  as  old  as  you  are^  without  my  teacbiflg 
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yoiL  How  would  jou  hare  passed  the  pursuivant  at 
the  upper  gate  yonder,  had  I  not  warned  him  our 
pnncfpal  juggler  was  to  follow  us  1  and  here  have  I 
waited  for  yoiL  having  clambered  up  into  the  tree 
from  the  top  of  our  wain,  and  I  suppoae  they  are  all 
mad  for  want  of^me  by  this  time." 

csm 

crfulbemerciftil." 

As  he  spoke^  they  approached  a  strong  tower,  at 
the  south  extremity  of  the  long  bridge  we  have  men- 
tMNied,  which  served  to  protect  the  outward  gate-way 
<if  the  Castle  of  Kenil worth. 

Under  such  disastrous  circumstances,  and  in  such 
nypdar  company,  did  the  unfortunate  Countess  of 
Leicester  approach,  for  the  first  time,  the  magnificent 
abode  of  her  almost  princely  husband.  * 
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dashing  it  on  the  ground  before  Wayland's  horse's 
nose  with  such  vehemence,  that  the  pavement  flash- 
ed fire,  and  the  archway  nmg  to  the  clamour.  Way- 
land,  availing  himself  of  Dickie's  hint,  began  to  state 
that  he  belonged  to  a  band  of  performers  to  which  hM 
presence  was  indispensable,  that  he  had  been  acci- 
dentally detained  behind,  and  much  to  the  same  pur- 
pose. But  the  warder  was  inexorable,  and  k^t  mut- 
tering and  murmuring  something  betwixt  his  teeth, 
which  Wayland  could  make  little  of;  and  addressing 
betwixt  whiles  a  refiisal  of  admittance,  couched  in 
language  which  was  but  too  intelligible.  A  specimen 
of  his  speech  might  run  thus.—"  What,  how  now,  my 
masters  T  (to  himself)—"  Here's  a  stir— here's  a 
coil."— (Then  to  Wayland)—"  You  are  a  loitering 
knave,  and  shall  have  no  entrance'* — (Again  to  hun- 
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8ng.    Hav«  jroa  tiM  lion'i  put  writteo  f  pray  yoo,  if  it  be, 
im  U  nw,  for  I  WD  alow  of  •tudr. 
Qctex:    Yoa  omj  do  it  extempore,  for  it  it  noMiing  bat  roer- 

Whyk  the  Countess  of  Leicester  arrived  at  the  outer 
Kite  of  the  Castle  of  Kenilworth,  she  found  the  tower, 
beneath  which  its  ample  portal  arch  opened,  guarded 
in  a  singular  manner.  Upon  the  battlements  were 
placed  gigantic  warders,  with  clubs,  battle-axes,  and 
other  implements  of  ancient  warfare,  designed  to  re- 
mseor  the  soldiers  of  King  Arthur;  those  primitive 
Biilons,  by  whom,  according  to  romantic  tradition,  the 
Castle  had  been  first  tenanted,  though  history  carried 
back  its  antiquity  only  to  the  times  of  the  Hqptarchy. 
Some  of  these  tremendous  figures  were  real  men, 
dieased  up  with  vizards  and  buskins;  others  were 
mere  pageants  composed  of  pasteboard  and  buckram, 
vfaidi,  viewed  from  beneath,  and  mingled  with  those 
rhtr  were  real,  formed  a  sufficiently  striking  repre- 
sentation of  what  was  intended.  But  the  gigantic 
Porter  who  waited  at  the  gate  beneath,  and  actually 
feeharged  the  duties  of  warder,  owed  none  of  his  ter- 
ran.to  fictitious  means.  He  was  a  man  whose  huge 
nature,  thewes,  sinews,  and  bulk  in  proportion,  woiud 
bare  enabled  him  to  enact  Colbrand,  Ascapart,  or 
Of  other  giant  of  romance,  without  raising  himself 
aeirer  to  heaven  even  by  the  altitude  of  a  chopin.  The 
%s  and  knees  of  this  son  of  Anak  were  bare,  as  were 
m  arms,  from  a  span  below  ihe  shoulder;  but  his 
feet  were  defended  with  sandals,  fastened  with  cross 
ttr&ps  of  scarlet  leather,  studded  with  brazen  knobs. 
A  close  jerkin  of  scarlet  velvet,  looped  wif  h  gold,  with 
ihort  breeches  of  the  same,  covered  his  bodv  and  a 
pan  of  his  timbs ;  and  he  wore  on  his  shoulders,  in- 
•teod  of  a  cloak,  the  skin  of  a  black  bear.  The  head 
af  this  formidable  person  was  uncovered,  except  by 
his  shaggy  black  hair,  which  descended  on  either  side 
aioimd  features  of  that  huge,  lumpish,  and  heavy  cast, 
which  are  often  annexed  to  men  of  very  uncommon 
■le,  and  which,  notwithstanding  some  distinguished 
exceptions,  have  created  a  general  prejudice  against 
Bants,  as  being  a  dull  and^  sullen  kind  of  persons, 
i^is  tremendous  warder  was  appropriately  armed 
*ith  a  heavy  club  spiked  with  steel.  In  fine,  he  repre- 
mted  excellently  one  of  those  giants  of  popular  ro- 
Biance,  who  figure  in  every  fairy  tale,  or  fegend  of 
knight-errantry. 

The  demeanour  of  this  modern  Titan,  when  Way- 

.knd  Smith  bent  his  attention  to  him,  had  in  it  some- 

Jnng arguing  much  mental  embarrassment  and  vexa- 

Son;  for  sometimes  he  sat  down  for  an  instant  on  a 

feaasive  stone  bench,  which  seemed  placed  for  his  ac- 

ioinmodaiion  beside  the  gateway,  and  then  ever  and 

'taoa  he  started  up,  scratching  his  huge  head,  and 

l^ng  to  and  fro  on  his  post,  like  one  under  a  fit  of 

'bnpatipnce  and  anxiety.^  It  was  while  the  porter  was 

(jciiu;  before  the  gate  in  this  agitated  manner,  that 

Jayiand,  modestly,  yet  as  a  matter  of  course,  (not, 

bawwer.  without  some  mental  misgiving,)  was  about 

J»  pass  him,  and  enter  the  portal  arch.    The  porter, 

jw«ver,  stopped  his  progress,  bidding  him,  in  a 

■ondering  voice,  "Stand  hnck!"  and  enforcing  his 

ojuncioii  by  heaving  up  his  stnel-shod  inace.  and 


pate  of  thee"— (Once  more  to  himsS)--"  Hera's  a— 
no— I  shall  never  get  throuaii  it'' 

"  Stand  still,*'  whispered  Flibbertigibbet  into  Way- 
land's  ear  \  "  I  know  where  the  shoe  pinchea,  and  will 
tame  him  m  an  instant." 

He  dropped  down  from  the  horsey  and  akinpingup 
to  the  porter,  plucked  him  by  the  tail  of  the  bear- 
skin, so,  as  to  mduce  him  to  decline  his  huge  hea<^ 
and  whispered  something  in  his  ear.  Not  at  the 
command  of  the  lord  of  some  Eastern  talisman  did 
ever  Afrite  change  his  horrid  frown  into  a  look  ot 
smooth  submission^  more  suddenly  than  die  gigantic 
porter  of  Keniljvorth  relaxed  the  terrors  of  ms  look, 
at  the  instant  Flibbertigibbet's  whisper  reached  hia 
ears.  He  flung  his  club  u^on  the  ground^  and  caught 
up  Dickie  Sludge,  raising  him  to  such  a  diiaiance  from 
the  earth,  as  might  have  proved  perilous  had  he 
chanced  to  let  him  slip. 

"  It  is  even  so^"  he  said  with  a  thundering  sound 
of  exultation— "it  is  even  so,  my  little  dandieprat— 
But  who  tlie  devil  could  teach  it  thee  7" 

"Do  not  thou  care  about  that."  said  Flibber^ 

g*bbet;  "but"— he  looked  at  Wayland  and  the 
dy,  and  then  sunk  what  he  had  to  say  in  a  whisper, 
which  needed  not  to  be  a  loftd  one,  as  the  giant  heki 
-  him  for  his  convenience  close  to  his  ear.  liie  porter 
fhen  gave  Dickie  a  warm  cares&  and  set  him  on  the 
ground  with  the  same  care  which  a  ca^ul  houaewife 
uses  in  replacing  a  cracked  china  cup  upon  her  man- 
telpiece, calling  out  at  the  same  time  to  Wayland 
and  the  lady.  In  with  you— in  with  you— ana  take 
heed  how  you  come  too  late  another  day  when  I 
chance  to  be  porter." 

.  "Ay,  ay,  in  with  you,"  added  PUbbertigibbet;  "I 
must  stay  a  short  space  with  mine  honest  Philistine^ 
my  Gohath  of  Gath  here;  but  I  will  be  with  you 
anon,  and  at  the  bottom  of  all  your  secrets,  were 
they  as  deep  and  dark  as  the  castle  dungeon." 

"^I  do  beueve  thou  wouldst^"  said  Wavland ;  **  but 
I  trust  the^cret  will  be  soon  out  of  my  keeping;  and 
then  I  shall  care  the  leac  whether  thou  or  any  one 
knows  it" 

They  now  crossed  the  entrance  tower,  which  ob- 
tained the  name  of  the  Gallery-tower,  from  the  fol* 
lowing  circumstance :— The  wnole  bndge  extending 
from  the  ejitrance  to  another  tower  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  lake,  called  Mortimer's  Tower,  was  so 
disposed  as  to  make  a  spacious  tilt-yard,  about  one 
hundred  and  thirty  yards  in  length,  and  ten  in 
breadth,  strewed  with  the  finest  sand,  and  defended 
on  either  side  by  strong  and  high  palisades.  The 
broad  and  fair  gallery,  destined  for  the  ladies  who 
were  to  witness  the  feats  of  chivalry  presented  on 
this  area,  was  erected^  on  the  northern  side  of  the 
outer  tower  to  which  it  gave  name.  Our  travellers 
passed  slowly  along  the  bridge  or  tilt-yard,  and 
arrived  at  Mortimers  Tower,  at  its  farthest  extremi- 
ty, through  which  the  approach  led  into  the  outer,  or 
base  court  of  the  castle.  Mortimer's  Tower  bore  on 
its  front  the  scutcheon  of  the  Earl  of  March,  whose 
daring  ambition  overthrew  the  throne  of  Edward  11^ 
and  aspired  to  shore  his  power  with  the  "Sho-wolf 
of  Pranccj"  to  whom  the  unhappy  monarch  was 
wedded.  Tlie  gate,  which  opened  under  this  ominous 
memoxial,  was  guarded  by  many  wardens  in  ricli 
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liveriesT  bnt  they  oflered  no  o;)poBition  to  the  entrance 
of  the  Coontees  and  her  euide,  who,  having  passed 
by  license  of  the  principal  porter  at  the  Gallery- 
tower,  were  not,  it  may  oe  supposed,  liable  to  inter- 
ruption from  his  deputies.  Thev.entfered  accordingly, 
in  silenoe,  the  sreat  outward  court  of  the  castle, 
havinfi^  then  fulTbefoxs  them  that  vast  and  lordly 
pile,  with  ail  its  stately  towers,  each  gate  open,  as  if 
jn  sign  of  unlimited  hospitality,  and  the  apartments 
filled  with  noble  guests  of  every  degree,  besides  de- 
pendants, retainers,  domestics  of  every  description, 
and  all  the  appendages  and  promoters  of  mirth  and 
rsvelry. 

Amid  this  sutely  and  busy  scene,  Wayland  halted 
his  horse,  and  looKed  upon  the  lady,  as  if  waiting  her 
commands  what  was  next  to  be  done,  emce  they  had 
safely  reached  the  place  of  destination.  As  she 
remained  olent,  Wayland,  after  waiting  a  minute  or 
two,  ventured  to  ask  her,  in  direct  terms,  what  were 
her  next  commands.  She  raised  her  hand  to  her 
forehead,  as  if  in  the  act  of  collecting  W  thoughts 
and  resolution,  while  she  answered  hun  m  a  low  and 
suppressed  voice,  like  the  murmurs  of  one  who  speaks 
in  a  dream—"  Commands  7  I  may  indeed  claim  right 
to  command,  but  who  is  thcr£  wul  obey  me  V* 

Hien  suddenly  raising  her  nead,  like  one  who  has 
formed  o^  decisive  resolution,  she  addressed  a  gayly 
dressed  oomestic^  who  was  crossing  the  court  with 
importance  and  bustlp  in  his  countenance.—"  Stop, 
«r,"  she  said,  "I  desire  to  speak  with  the  Earl  of 
Looester." 

"Widi  whom,  an  it  please  you  7^  said  the  man, 
iurprised  at  the  demand :  and  then  looking  upon  the 
mean  eouipage  of  her  wno  used  towards  him  such 
St  tone  ot  authority,  he  added,  with  insolence,  "  Why, 
what  Bess  of  Bealam  is  this,  would  ask  to  see  my 
lord  on  such  a  day  as  the  present  f^ 

** Friend,"  said  the  Countess,  "be  not  insolent— 
my  business  with  the  Earl  is  most  urgent.'/ 

^*  You  must  get  some  one  else  to  do  it, 

'  thrice  as  urgent/'  said  the  fellow.—"  1  shot 

mon  my  lord  from  the  Queen's  roval  presence  to  do 
four  business,  should  17—1  were  like  to  be  thanked 
wkh  a  horse-whip.  I  marvel  our  old  porter  took  not 
measure  of  such  wa^with  his  club,  instead  of  giving 
th^m  passage :  but  his  brain  is  addled  with  getting 
hisspeech  by  heart"  /  ,  .       , 

T^tro  or  three  persons  stopped,  attracted  by  the 
fleering  way  in  which  the  serving-man , expressed 
tiimseir;  and  Wayland,  alarnied  boin  for  himself  and 
the  lady,  hastily  addressed  himself  to  one  who  ap- 
peared the  most  civil,  and  thrusting  a  piece  of  money 
into  his  hand,  held  a  moment's  counsel  with  him.  on 
the  subject  of  finding  a  place  of  temporary  retreat  for 
the  lady.  The  i^erson  to  whom  he  spoke,  bein§  one 
in  some  authority,  rebuked  the  others  for  their  in- 
civility, and  commanding  one  fellow  to  take  care  of 
the  strangers'  horses,  he  desired  them  to  follow  him. 
The  Countess  retained  presence  of  mind  sufficient  to 
me  that  it  was  absolutdy  necessary  she  should  com- 
ply with  his  request;  and;  leaving  the  rude  lackeys 
and  grooms  to  crack  their  brutal  Jests  about  light 
heads,  li$ht  heels,  and  so  forth.  Wayland  and  she 
followed  in  silence  the  deputy-usher,  who  undertook 
to  be  their  conductor. 

They  entered  the  inner  court  of  the  Castle  by  the 
sreat  gateway,  which  extended  betwixt  the  principal 
Reeo,  or  Donfon,  called  Caesar's  To werjind  a  stately 
puilding  which  passed  by  the  name  of  King  Henry's 
Lodging,  and  were  thus  placed  in  the  centre  of  the 
noble  pile,  which  presented  on  its  diifcrent  fronts 
magnificent  specimens  of  every  species  of  castellated 
architecture,  from  the  Conquest  to  the  reign  of  Eliza- 
beth, vrith  the  appropriate  style  and  ornaments  of 
each. 

Across  tins  inner  court  also  they  were  conducted 
by  their  cuide  to  a  small  but  strong  tower,  occupying - 
the  nor'.h-east  angle  of  the  building  adjncent  to  the 
ffreathall,  and  filling  up  a  space  betwixt  the  immense 

nge  of  kitchens  and  the  end  of  the  great  hall  itself. 
_  he  lower  part  of  this  tower  wns  occupied  by  some 
of  the  household  officers  of  Leicester,  owing  to  its 
eunvenient  vicinity  to  the  places  where  their  duty  lay ; 
•at  in  the  i^per  story,  whicl^was  reached  by  a  nar- 


ran 

Th( 


row  winding  stair,  was  a  small  octangular  chamba 
which,  in  the  great  demal^d  for  lodgmga,  kad  bcea 
on  the  present  occasion  fitted  up  for  the  reoeption  ti 
guests,  though  generally  said  to  have  bem  used  ti  a 

Elace  of  confinement  for  some  unhappy  person  whs 
ad  been  there  murdered.  Tradition  called  iluspii- 
soner  Mervyn,  and  transferred  his  name  a>  thi 
tower.  That  it  had  been  used  as  a  prison  was  art 
Improbable ;  for  the  floor  of  each  stoiy  was  archsdi 
the  walls  of  tremendous  thick  neas,  woile  the  ipaea 
of  the  chamber  did  not  exceed  fifteen  feet  in  diameM. 
The  window,  however,  waspleasatft,  though  nurov. 
and  commanded  a  dehghtful  view  of  what  was  cslkd 
the  Ploasanee ;  a  space  of  ground  enck>sed  uid  de- 
corated with  arches,  trophies,  statues^  foontBins,  aai 
other  architectural  monuments^  which  formea  tm 
access  from,  the  castle  itself  into  the  garden.  Thai 
was  a  bed  in  the  apartment  and  other  preparaiiooi 
for  the  reception  of^  a  guest,*  to  which  the  CouDtai 
paid  but  slight  attention,  her  notice  being  instantlr 
arrested  by  the  sight  of  writing  materials  placed  on 
the  table,  (not  very  commonly  to  be  found  in  the  bed- 
rooms or  those  days,)  which  instantly  su^jgeeied  tbe 
idea  of  writing  to  Leicester,  and  lemainmg  pmiie 
imtil  she  had  received  his  answer. 

The  deputy-usher,  having  introduced  then  isle 
this  commodious  apartment,  courteously  adced  Wtf* 
land,  whose  geneuosity  he  had  experienced,  wheiur 
he  could  do  any  thing  farther  for  his  service.  Upoi 
receiving  a  gentle  hint,  that  some  refreshment  woolii 
not  be  unacceptable,  he  presently  conveyed  the  smitk 
to  the  buttery-hatch,  where  dressed  provisioos  of  all 
sorts  were  distributed,  with  hospitable  profuaoo,  t» 
all  who  asked  for  them.  Wayland  vna  readily  m- 
plied  with  some  light  provisions,  such  as  he  thought 
would  best  suit  tne  laded  appetite  of  the  ladji  aad 
did  not  omit  the  opportunity  of  himself  makinf  i 
hasty  but  hearty  meal  on  more  substantial  fbre^  Be 
then  returned  to  the  apartment  in  the  turret,  wiK» 
he  found  the  Countess,  who  had  finished  her  kttf 
to  Leicester :  and,  in  lieu  of  a  seal  and  sflken  thiwi 
had  secured  it  with  a  braid  of  her  own  beaw 
tresses,  fastened  by  what  is  called  a  true-love  kut, 

"Good  friend/'  said  she  to  Wayland.  " whonW 
hath  sent  to  aid  me  at  my  utmost  need,  I  dew 
seech  thee,  as  the  last  trouble  vou  shall  take  teg 
unfortunate  lady,  to  deliver  this  letter  to  tbe  bm 
Earl  of  Leicester.    Be  it  received  as  it  may."  m 
said,  with  features  agitated  betwixt  hope  and  ftft  > 
"  thou,  good  fellow,  snalt  have  no  more  cumber«iw  j 
me.    But  I  hope  the  best;  and  if  ever  lady  made  i  j 
poor  man  rich,  thou  hast  surely  deserved  it  at  of  I 
hand^  should  my  happy  days  ever  oome  round  sRti>  I 
(Jive  It,  I  pray  you,^  into  Lord  Leicester's  own  hand 
and  mark  how  he  looks  on  receiving  it." 

Wayland  on  his  part,  readily  undertook  the  com- 
mission, but  anxiously  prayed  the  lady,  in  his  tun. 
to  partake  of  some  refreshment;  in  which  he  •« 
length  prevailed,  more  through  importunity,  and  Ml 
desire  to  see  him  begone  on  his  errand,  than  fiMi 
any  inclination  the  Countess  felt  lo  comply  with  w 
request.  He  then  left  her,  advising  her  to  lock  m 
door  on  the  inside,  and  not  to  stir  from  her  little  8par^ 
men t— and  went  to  seek  an  opportunity  of  ditcwf 
ing  her  errand,  as  well  as  of  carrying  into  effect 
purpose  orhis  own,  which  circumstances  had  uuv 
ced  him  to  form  .      . 

In  fact,  from  the  conduct  of  the  lady  during  oe 
iourney— her  long  fits  of  profound  silence— the  fateaj 
luiion  and  uncertainty  which  appeared  to  pervade al 
her  movements,  and  the  obvious  incapacity  of  tliinfr 
ing  ond  acting  for  her8e|f^  under  which  she  •oemj 
lo  Inbour,  Wayland  had  formed  the  not  iniprobaUe 
opinion,  that  the  difTiculties  of  her  situation  had  A 
some  degree  affected  her  understanding., 

Wlit'n  she  had  escaped  ftom  the  seclusion  of  C 
nor-PIacCj  and  the  dangers  to  which  she  waa  th 
exposed,  It  would  have  seemed  her  most  rati(M 
course  to  retire  to  her  father's  or  elsewhere,  at  ad 
tancc  from  the  power  of  those  by  whom  these  di 
gers  had  been  created.  When,  mstead  of  Joing  I 
she  demanded  to  be  conveyed  to  Kenil worth,  Waylai 
had  been  only  able  to  account  for  her  conduct,! 
supposing  that  she  meant  to  put  herself  undt^  r 
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J  of  TVoHflian,  and  to  appeal  to  die  protection 

of  Che  Queen.  Bat  now,  instead  of  following  this 
Mtuni  coarse)  she  intrusted  him  with  a  letter  to  Lei- 
OBSter,  the  oatron  of  Vamey,  and  within  whose  jaris- 
dietion  at  leaat,  if  not  under  his  express  authority, 
•II  the  evils  she  had  already  sufTerea  wen  inflioted 
apon  her.  This  seemed  an  unsaliB,  and  even  a  des- 
pHtte  mea8ure»  and  Wayland  felt  anxiety  for  his  own 
■frtjb  as  well  as  that  of  the  lady,  should  he  execute 
btrcommisBioiL  before  he  had  secured  the  advice  and 
onntenance  of  a  protector.  He  therefore  resolved, 
Infers  delirerinff  the  letter  to  Leioester,  that  he  would 
Mk  out  TrassiGan,  and  oonamunicate  to  him  the  ar- 
nral  of  the  lady  at  Kenilworth,  and  thus  at  once  rid 
kinaslf  of  all  mrther  responsibility,  and  devolve  the 
tuk  oi  guiding  and  protecting  this  unfortunate  lady 
^K«  the  palron  who  had  at  first  employed  him  in  her 


*'He  will  be  abetter  judge  thani  am,**  said  Way- 
had,  "whether  she  is  to  be  gratified  in  this  humour 
«f  ippeal  to  my  Loni  of  Leicester,  which  seems  like 
IS  act  o{  insanity :  and,  therefore^  I  will  turn  the 
tter  over  on  his  bands,  deliver  faim  the  letter,  re- 
e  what  they  list  to  give  me  by  way  of  guerdiML 

i  dks«  abow  the  Castle  of  Kenilworth  a  pair  of 

light  heels ;  for,  after  the  work  I  have  been  engaged 
n,  it  will  be,  I  fear,  neither  a  safo  nor  wholesome 
place  of  reaidenoe  i  and  I  would  rather  shoe  colts  on 
the  coldeat  common  m  England,  than  ahare  in,  their 
mwt  levela."  ^ 

CHAPTER  XXTIL 

Ib  my  time  I  have  Nen  a  boy  do  wooden. 

Robin,  Uw  red  tinker,  had  ■  bor 

▼oaM  ha'  nio  throarb  a  cat  hoila.-3W«  Cawft. 

Anb  the  universal  bustle  which  filled  the  Castle 
aad  its  environs,  it  was  no^asy  matter  to  find  out 
■sriniividual ;  and  Wayland  was  still  less  likely  to 
Mt  upon  Imsilian,  whom  he  sought  so  anxiously, 
iMMMe,  sensible  of  the  danger  of  attracting  atten- 
uon.  in  the  circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed, 
M  dared  not  make  general  in<iuirie8  among  die  re- 
tasere  or  domestics  m  Leicester.  He  learned,  how- 
tm,  by  indirect  questions^  that,  in  ill  probability, 
Itesilian  must  have  been  one  of  a  large  party  of 

Elemen  in  attendance  on  the  Earl  of  Sussex,  who 
accompanied  their  patron  that  morning  to  Ken- 
rih,  when  Iieicester  had  received  them  with 
■aiks  of  the  most  formal  leapect  and  distinction.^ 
Re  fiirtber  learned,  that  both  Earls^  with  their  fol- 
bwers,  and  many  other  nobles,  kni^ts,  and  gentle- 
Ma,  had  taken  norse^  and  gone  tovrards  Warwick 
BBveral  honre  Bi|ee,  for  the  puipose  of  escorting  the 
(tneen  to  Kenilworth. 

Her  Majesty's  arrival,  like  other  great  events,  was 
waved  finom  nour  to  hour ;  and  it  was  now  announ- 
ast  by  a  tfreathlesa  post,  that  her  Majesty,  being  de- 
tained byher  gracious  desire  to  receive  the  nomage  of 
m  hegea  who  had  thronged  to  wait  upon  her  at 
Warwick,  it  would  be  the  nour  of  tveilimit  ere  ^he 
ntned  the  Castle.    The  intelliaenoe  released  for  a 
ane  those  who  were  upon  duty,  m  the  immediate  ex* 
WMation  of  the  ^aeen'B  appearance,  and  ready  to 
m  their  part  in  the  solemnities  with  which  it  was 
^  be  accompanied  i  and  Wayland,  teeing  several 
hpneraen  enter  the  Castle,  was  not  without  hopes 
that  Treseilian  might  be  of  the  number.    That  he 
night  not  lose  an  opportunity  of  meeting  his  patron 
nme event  of  this  being  the  case.  Wayland  placed 
aauelf  in  the  base-court  of  the  Castle,  near  Morti- 
■o's  Tower,  and  watched  every  one  who  went  or 
came  by  the  bridgi^  the  extremity  of  which  was  pro- 
^tcd  by  that  building.     Thus  stationed,    nobody 
^inld  enter  or  leave  the  Castle  without  his  observa- 
'  tioD,  and  most  anxiously  did  he  study  the  garb  and 
oqnteoanceof  every  horseman,  as,  passing  from  im- 
v  the  opposite  Gallery-tower,  they  paced  slowly,  or 
^ff^ttpd,  ak>ng  the  tilt-yard,  and  approached  the 
aifrtnce  of  the  imse-court 

^t  while  Wayland  gazed  thds  eajaerly  to  discover 
an  yAwm  he  saw  hot,  he  was  palled  by  the  sleeve 
{TOM  by  whom  he  himself  would  not  wiUingly  have 


TliiB  waa  Dickie  fllndge,  or  Flftbertiaibbet  wha 
like  the  imp  Nvhose  name  ne  bora,  and  whom  he  bad 
been^aoooutrad  inorder  to  resemble,  seemed  to  be 
ever  at  the  ear  of  those  who  thought  leaat  of  hhn.-* 
Whatever  were  Wayland'a  internal  feelinga,  he  judg« 
ed  it  neoeasary  to  express  pleasure  at  their  unexpect* 
ed  meeting. 

"  Ha  ?  IS  it  thou,  my  minikin— my  millnr'B  diumb^ 
Dce  of  cacodemon»-my  Uttla  mouse?" 

3,"  said  Dickie,  "the  mouse  which  gnawed 
r  the  toils,  just  when  the  lion  who  waa  caught 
in  them  began  to  look  wonderfally  like  an  ass.** 

"Why,  thou  little  hop-theHcutter.  thou  art  as  sharp, 
as  vinegar  this  aflemooni  But  tell  me,  how  didst 
thou  come  off  with  yonder  Jolterheaded  giant,  whom 


I  left  thc«  vyith  7—1  was  amid  he  would  have  strip- 
ped thy  clothes,  and  so  swalfowed  thee,  aa  men  pesl 
and  eat  a  roasted  cheatnut** 

^'Had  he  done  ao,"  replied  the  boy,  **ha  would 
have  had  mere  brains  in  hia  guta  than  ever  he  had  in 
his  noddle.  Bat  the  giant  la  a  eoarteous  monsterr 
and  moregretefol  than  many  other  folk  whom  I  have 
helped  at  a  pinch,  Master  Wayland  Smith." 

*%Bhrew  roe.  FUbbertigibbet*'  roplisd  Wayland. 
'*but  thou  art  shaiper  than  a  Sheffield  whittle!  I 
would  I  knew  by  what  charm  you  mmExled  yonder 
okl  bear." 

"Ay,  that  is  in  your  own  manner,"  answered 
Dickie)  **yoa  thnk  fine  speeches  will  pass  master 
instead  of  good-will.  However,  as  to  this  honest  por* 
ten  you  must  know,  that  when  we  presented  our* 
seTvea  at  the  gate  yonder,  hia  brain  was  overburden'^ 
ed  with  a  apaech  that  had  been  penned  for  him,  and ' 
whieh  proved  nther  an  overmatch  forhisgigantie 
faculties.  Now  this  same  pithy  ontion  had  been  in- 
dited, like  sundry  others,  by  my  learned  magister, 
Erasmus  Holiday,  so  I  had  heard  it  often  enough  to 
remember  every  line.  As  soon  as  I  heard  him  blun- 
dering, and  floundering  like  a  fish  upon  dry  land, 
through  the  firet  verse,  end  perceived  him  at  a  stand, 
I  knew  where  the  shoe  pinched,  and  helped  him  to 
the  next  word,  when  he  caught  me  up  in  an  eestacy^ 
even  as  yon  saw  but  now.  1  promised,  as  the  price 
of  your  admission,  to  hide  me  under  his  bearish  ga- 
berdine, and  prompt  him  in  the  hour  of  need.  I  have 
jniCt  now  been  getting  some  food  in  the  Castle,  and 
am  about  to  return  to  nim." 

"Thaf  s  rig^t— that's  right,  my  dear  Didcie,"  re- 
plied WaylaiM ;  **  haste  thea  for  Heaven's  sake!  elae 
the  poor  giant  will  be  utterly  disconsolate  for  want- 
of  bis  dwarfish  auxiliary— Away  with  thea  Dickie !" 

"Ay,  ay!"  answered  the  boy^"Away  with  Dickie, 
when  we  have  got  what  good  of  him  we  can.— You 
will  not  let  me  know  the  story  of  this  lady,  then» 
who  is  as  much  sister  of  thine  as  I  am  ?" 

"Why,  what  good  would  it  do  ihee^  thou  siUy  eU;' 
said  Wayland. 

'*  O,  stand  ye  on  these  terms  T'  said  the  boy  x  **  wel^ 
I  care  not  greatly  about  the  matter-<»nly,  I  never 


boy's  restless  and  intriguing  dunosition  too  well  not 
to  fear  his  enmity—"  stay,  my  dear  Dickie— part  not 
with  old  fiiends  so  shortly  (— Thou  shalt  know  all  I 
know  of  the  lady  one  day." 

"  Ay  !*'  said  Didcie  i  "  and  that  day  may  nrove  a 
nigh  ona— Pare  thee  well.  Wayland— I  will  to  my 
large-limbed  friend^  who.  it  he  nave  not  ao  sharp  a 
wit  as  some  folk,  is  at  least  more  grate(ul  for  the 
service  which  other  folk  render  him.  And  so  again, 
good  evening  to  y&" 

So  saying,  he  cast  a  somerset  throuah  the  gateway, 
and  fighting  on  the  bridge,  ran  with  the  extraordina- 
ry agility  which  was  one  of  his  distmguishing  attri 
butes,  towards  the  Gallery-tower,  and  was  P"t  of 
sight  in  an  instant 

^I  would  to  God  I  were  safe  out  of  this  Castle 
amunl"  prayed  Wayland,  internally;  "for  now  that 
this  mischievous  mip  has  nut  h|s  finger  in  the  pie,  it 
cannot  but  prove  a  mess  nt  for  the  devil's  eating.  1 
would  to  Heaven  Master  Tressilian  would  appear  f' 

Tressilian,  whom  he  vraa  thus  anxiously  expecting 
in  one  dheotion,  had  nliimad  to  Kanilworth  Vv 
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anoHier  acoefls.  It  was  indeed  true,  u  WajrUnd  had 
ooiuectured,  that  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  day,  he 
tiaa  accompanied  the  Earls  on  then*  cavalcade  to- 
warda  Warwick,  not  without  bo|>e  that  he  miffht  in 
that  town  hear  some  tidings  of  his  emissary.  Being 
disappointed  in  this  expectation,  and  observing  Var- 
ney  amongst  Leicester's  attendanta,  seeming  as  if  he 
had  some  purpose  of  advancing  to,  and  addressing 
him,  he  coocetved,  in  the  present  circumstances,  u 
was  wis^t  to  avoid  the  interview.  He,  therefore, 
Isft  the  presence-chamber  when  the  Hi^h  Sheriff  of 
the  coun^  was  in  the  very  midst  of  his  dutiful  ad- 
dress to  her  Majesty;  and,  mounting  his  horse,  rode 
baek  to  Kenilworth,  by  a  remote  and  circuitous  road, 
and  entered  the  castle  by  a  small  sallyport  in  the 
western  wall,  at  which  he  was  readily  admitted  as 
one  of  the  followers  of  the  Earl  of  Sussex,  towards 
whom  Leicester  had  commanded  the  utmost  courte- 
sy to  be  exercised.  It  was  thus  that  he  met  not  Way- 
land,  who  was  impatiently  watcbmg  his  arrival,  and 
whom  he  himself  would  have  been,  at  least,  equally 
desirous  to  see. 

Havmg  delivered  his  horse  to  the  charge  of  his  at- 
tendant, he  walked  for  a  space  in  the  Pleasanoe  and 
in  the  garden,  rather  to  indulge  in  comparative  soli- 
tude his  own  reflections,  than  to  admire  those  singu- 
Isr  beauties  of  nature  and  art  which  the  magnificence 
of  Leicester  had  there  assembled.  The  greater  part 
of  the  persons  of  condition  had  left  the  castle  for  the 
present,  to  form  part  of  the  Earl's  cavalcade;  others, 
who  remained  behind,  were  on  the  battlements,  out- 
er walls,  and  towers,  eager  to  view  the  splendid 
spectacle  of  the  royal  entry.  The  garden,  therefore, 
while  every  other  part  of  the  Castle  resounded  with 
the  human  voice,  was  silent,  but  for  the  whispering 
of  the  leaves,  the  emuloua  warbling  of  the  tenants  of 
a  large  aviary,  with  their  happier  companions  who 
remained  denizens  of  the  freean-,  and  the  plashing  of 
the  fountains,  which,  forced  into  the  air  from  sciilp- 
tures  of  fantastic  and  grotesque  forms,  fell  down 
with  ceaseless  sound  into  the  great  basins  of  Italian 
marble. 

The  melancholy  thoughts  of  Tressilian  cast  a  gloomy 
shade  on  all  the  objects  with  which  he  was  surround- 
ed. He  compared  the  magnificent  scenes  which  he 
here  traversed,  vtrith  the  deep  woodland  and  wild  moor- 
land which  surrounded  Lidcote-Hail,  and  the  image 
of  Amy  Robsart  glided  like  a  phantom  through  every 
landscape  which  his  imagination  summoned  up.— 
I^othing  is  perhaps  more  dangerous  to  the  future  hap- 
piness of  men  of,  deep  thought  and  retired  habits, 
than  the  entertaining  an  early,  long,  and  unfortunate 
attachment.  1 1  frequently  sinks  so  deep  into  the  mind, 
that  it  becomes,  their  dream  by  night  and  their  vision 
by  day— mixes  itself  with  eveiy  source  of  interest  and 
enjoyment;  and,,wh(cn  blighted  and  withered  by  final 
disappointment,  it  seem  a  asif  the  springs  of  the  spirit 
were  dried  up  along  with  it*  This  aching  of  the 
heart,  this  languishing  after  a  shadow  which  nas  lost 
all  the  gayety  of  its  colouring,  this  dwelling  on  the  re- 
membrance of  a  dream  from  which  we  nave  been 
long  roughly  awakened,  is  the  weakness  of  a 
tie  and  generous,  heart,  and  it  was  that  of  ' 


He  himself  at  length  became  sensible  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  forcing  other  objects  upon  his  mind ;  and 
for  this  purpose  he  left  the  Pleasanee,  in  order  to 
mingle  with  the  noisy  crowd  upon  the  wallsL  and  view 
the  preparation  for  the  pageants.  But  as  he  left  liie 
garden,  and  heard  the  busy  hum,  mixed  with  music 
and  lauehter,  which  floated  around  hun,  he  felt  an  un- 
controllable reluctance  to  mix  with  society,  whose 
feelings  were  in  a  tone  sodiflerent  from  his  own,  and 
resolvecLinstend  of  doiii^so,  to  retire  to  the  chamber 
assigned  him,  and  employ  himself  in  study  until  the 
tolhng  of  the  great  caf  tie-bell  should  announce  the 
•nival  of  Elizabeth. 

Tressilian  crossed  accordingly  by  the  passage  be- 
twixt t'lje  immense  range  of  utchens  and  the  great 
hall,  and  ascended  %■  the  third  story  of  Mervyn*8 
Tower,  and  applying  himself  to  the  door  of  the  small 
apartment  which  had  been  aUotted  to  hm^  was  sur- 
prised *o  find  it  was  locked.  He  then  recollected 
th«t  the  deputy-chamberlain  had  given  him  a  master 


key,  adviang  him  In  the  present  oonfused  state  of  ths 
Gastl&  to  keep  his  door  as  much  shut  as  possible.  Ht 
applied  this  key  to  the  lock,  the  bolt  revolved,  heentered, 
and  in  the  same  instant  saw  a  fismale  fioim  seated  in  ths 
apartment,  and  recognised  that  form  to  be  Amy  Rob- 
sart. His  nrst  idea  was,  that  a  heated  ima^oation  had 
raised  the  unage  on  which  it  doted  into  visible  exist* 
ence;  his  second,  that  he  beheld  an  appaiition— ths 
third  and  abiding  conviction,  that  it  was  Amy  herselil 
paler,  indeed,  and  thinner  than  in  the  days  of  heed- 
less happiness,  when  she  possessed  the  form  and  hue 
of  a  wood-nymph,  with  the  beauty  of  a  sylph ;  bat 
sdll  Amy,  unequalled  in  loveliness  by  au^t  which 
had  ever  visited  his  eyes. 

The  astonishment  pf  the  Countess  was  scarce  lest 
than  that  of  Tressihan,  although  it  was  of  shorter 
duration,  because  she  had  heard  frctai  Wayland  that 
he  was  in  the  castle.  She  had.atarted  up  at  his  tint 
entrance,  and  now  stood  facing  him,  the  paleness  of 
her  cheeks  having  given  way  to  a  deep  blush. 

"Tressilian,"  she  said  at  length,  '*  why  come  yov 
herer* 

"  Nay.  why  come  you  here,  Amy«'*  returned  'Dw- 
silim  unless  it  be  at  length  to  claim  that  wdt 
which,  as  far  as  one  man's  neart  and  arm  can  es- 
tend,  shall  instantly  be  rendered  to  you  V 

She  waa  silent  a  moment,  and  then  answered  in  a 
sorrowfiil^  rather  than  an  angry  tone, — "  I  require  ns 
aid.  Tressilian,  and  would  rather  be  uuuied  than  be* 
nented  by  any  which  your  kindness  can  offer  me. 
Believe  me,  I  am  near  one  whom  law  and  loveobligs 
to  protect  me." 

^  The  villain,  then^  hath  done  you  the  i)oor  justice 
which  remained  in  his  power,"  said  Tressilian;  "aaa 
I  behold  before  me  the  wife  of  Vamey  1" 

"The  wife  of  Vamey  1"  she  replied,  with  all  the 
emphasis  of  scorn;  "With  what  base  name,  fir, 
does  your  boldness  stigmatise  the — the — ^the"~Slie 
hesitated,  dropped  her  tone  of  scorn,  looked  dowiv 
and  was  confused  and  silent ;  for  she  recollected  wbit 
fatal  consequences  mieht  attend  her  completing  tfa» 
sentence  with  "  the  Countess  of  Leicester,"  whid 
were  the  words  that  had  naturally  suggested  them 
selves.  It  would  have  been  a  betrayafof  the  secn^ 
on  which  her  husband  had  assured  her  that  his  fa- 
tunes  depended,  to  Tressilian,  to  Sussex,  to  the  QneA 
and  to  the  whole  assembled  court.  "Never,"  sm 
thought,  "  will  I  break  my  promised  silence.  1  wis 
submit  to  every  suspicion  rather  than  that." 

The  tears  rose  to  her  eyes,  as  she  stood  silent  be* 
fore  Tressilian ;  while,  looking  on  her  with  mingled 
grief  and  pity,  he  said,  "Alas  I  Amy,  your  eyes  coo-  . 
tradict  your  tongue,.  That  spesks  of  a  protector, 
willing  and  able  to  watch  over  you:  but  these  teli 
nie  you  a;re  ruined,  and  deserted  by  the  wretch  te 
whom  you  have  attached  yourself." 

£he  looked  on  him,  with  eyes  in  which  anger  spark- 
led throueh  her  tears,  but  only  repeated  the  won 
"wretch  r  with  a  scornful  emphasis. 

"Yes,  weUhr  said  Tressilian;  "for  were  he 
aught  better,  why  are  you  here^  and  alone  in  my 
apartment?  why  waa  not  fitting  provision  made  w 
your  honourable  reception  1" 

"  In  your  apartment  1"  repeated  Amy ;  "  in  foar 
apartment  1  It  shall  instantly  be  relieved  of  my 
pteaence.  She  hastened  towards  the  door ;  but  the 
sad  recollection  of  her  deserted  state  at  once  pressed 
on  her  mind,  and,  pausing  on  the  threshold,  vhe  ad- 
ded, in  a  tone  unutterably  pathetic,  "AlasJ  I  had 
forgot— I  know  not  where  to  go"—  • 

*n  see— I  see  it  all,"  said  Tressilian,  springing,  to 
her  side,  and  leadins  her  back  lo  the  seat,  on  wnicb 
she  sunk  down— '^ou  do  need  aid— you  do  need 
protection,  though  you  vnll  not  own  it;  and  voo  emU 
not  need  it  long.  Leaning  on  my  arni  as  the  reori;* 
sentative  of  your  excellent  and  broken-hearted  iatner. 
on  the  very  threshold  of  the  Castlmte,  you  snail 
meet  Eliaabeth ;  and  the  fSnt  deed  ahe  sliall  do  m 
the  halls  of  Kenil worth,  shall  be  an  act  of  jusUce  to 
her  sex  and  her  subjects.  Strong  in  my  good  cauee, 
and  in  the  Queen's  justice^  the  power  of  ner  mrmo^ 
shall  not  ahake  my  resolution.  1  will  instantly  eecK 
Sussex." 

"Not  for  all  that  is  under  heaven!"  said  th«. 
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Gbontess,  much  alarmed,  and  feeKng  the  ahsolute 
iMceaaty  of  obtainuig  time,  at  least,  for  consideration. 
"Tresailian,  you  were  wont  to  be  generous— Grant 
'  Be  one  request,  and  believe,  if  it  be  your  wish  to  save 
me  from  misery,  and  from  madness,  you  will  do  more 
by  making  me  me  promise  I  ask  of  you.  than  Eliza- 
nth  can  do  for  me  with  ail  her  power  I" 

*' Aak  me  any,  thing  for  which  you  can  allege  rea- 
wn,"  said  Treasilian ;  "but  demand  not  of  me" 

**  Q,  limit  not  your  boon,  dear  Edmund  V*  exclaimed 
the  Countess—"  you  once  loved  that  I  should  call 
TOO  so — Limit  not  vour  boon  to  reason  I  for  my  case 
0  all  madness,  and  frenzy  must  guide  the  counsels 
vhich  alone  can  aid  me." 

"'If  you  speak  thus  wihlly,"  said  TressiUan,  asto- 
nishment a^n  overpowering  both  his  fpnet  and  his 
nsolutioii,  ^I  must  believe  vou  f indeed  mcapable  of 
tbmking  or  acting  for  yourself."  • 

'*0,  no  V*  she  exclaimed,  siilkjng  on  one  knee 
More  him,  "  I  am  not  mad— I  am  but  a  creature 
matierably  miserable,  and,  from  circumstances  the 
most  singular^  dragged  on  to  a  precipice  by  the  arm 
of  kim  wbo  thmkslie  is  keeping  me  from  it— even  by 
ywuB,  Tressilian— by  yours,  wnora€  have  honoured, 
respected— all  but  loved— and  yet  loved,  too— loved, 
too,  Tressilian- though  not  as  you  wieked  me." 

There  was  an  energy— a  self-possession— an  aban- 
dtrnment  in  her  voice  and  manner-a  total  resigna- 
tioo  of  herself  to  his  generosity,  which^  together  with 
the  kindness  of  her  expressions  to  hunself^  moved 
him  deeply.  He  raised  her,  and,  in  broken  aocents, 
antreated  ner  to  be  comforted. 

"I  cannot,"  she  said,  '* I  will  not  be  comforted,  tUl 

ra  grant  me  my  request !  I  will  speak  as  plainly  as 
dare— I  am  now  awaiting  the  commands  of  one 
wlio  Has  a  right  to  issue  them— The  interference  of  a 
tfaird  perMn— of  you  in  eopecial,  Tressilian,  will  be 
min-Hitter  ruin  to  me.  Wait  but  foW-and-twcnty 
k^ura^  and  it  may  be  that  the  poor  Amy  may  Rave 
lbs  means  to  show  that  she  values,  and  can  reward 
your  disinterested  friendship— that  she  is  happy  her- 
Sfltti  and  has  the  means  to  make  you  so— It  is  surely 
worth  your  pctience,  for  so  short  a  space  T* 

Tressilian  pa^used,  and  weig^hing  in  his  mind  the 
virions  probabilities  which  might  render  a  violent 
iotoference  on  his  part  more  prejudicial  than  advan- 
tageous, both  to  the  happiness  and  reputation  of 
Amy ;  cmsidering  also  that  she  waswithm  the  walls 
of  Eenil  worth,  and  could  suf^  no  injury  in  a  castle 
honoured  with  the  Clueen's  residence,  and  filled  with 
her  guards  and  attendants,-^  conceived,  upon  the 
whme,  that  ho  might  render  her  more  evil  than  good 
service,  by  intruding  upon  her  his  appeal  to  Elizabeth 
in  her  behalf.  He  expressed  his  resolution  cautiously,. 
however,  doubting  naturally  whether  Amy's  hopes  of 
extiieating  herself  from  her  difRcuIties  rested  on  any 
thing  stronger  than  a  blinded  attachment  to  Vamey, 
whom  he  supposed  to  be  her  seducer. 

"Amy,"  he  said,  while  he  fixed  his  sad  and  ex- 
pressive eyes  on  hers,  which,  in  her  ecstacy  of  doubt. 
:etTor,  and  perplexity,  she  cast  up  towaras  him,  "  I 
bave  ever  remarked,  that  when  others  called  thee 
cirfish  and  wilful,  there  lay  under  that  external  sem- 
Blaaee  of  youthful  and  sen- willed  folly,  deep  feeling 
and  strong  sense.  In  this  I  will  confide,  trusting 
yoorown  fate  in  your  oWn  hands  for  the  space  of 
twenty-four  hoursi  without  my  mterference  by  word 
or  act*' 

"  Do  yoo  promise  me  this,  Tressilian  1"  said  the 
Omnteaft  Is  it  possible  you  can  yet  repose  so  much 
oonfidenoe  in  met  Do  you  promise,  as  you  are  a 
fmtleman  and  a  man  of  honour,  to  intrude  in  my 
matters,  neither  by  speech  nor  action,  whatever  you 
*  nay  see  or  hear  that  seems  to  you  to  demand  your 
BUerference  1— Will  you  so  far  trust  me  V* 
'  **Iwiil,  upon  my  honour,"  stQd  TressiUan;  "but 
•hen  that  space  is  expired" 

*  When  that  space  is  expired,"  she  said,  internipt- 
m  him,  "  vou  are  free  to  act  as  your  judgment  shall 
drtcrminc.*' 

**  Is  there  nonght  besides  which  I  can  do  for  you. 
Amy  r*  said  Tressilian. 

"Nothing,"  said  she,  "  save  to  leave  me,— that  is,  if 
*-4  blush  CO  acknowledge  my  helplessness  by  asking 


it— if  you  can  spare  me  the  use  of  this  apartment  for 
the  next  twenty-four  hours." 

'!  This  is  most  wonderful !"  said  Tressilian ;  "  what 
hope  or  interest  can  you  have  in  a  castle,  where  you 
cannot  command  even  an  apartment  7" 

"  Argue  not,  but  leave  me,"  she  said:  and  added, 
as  he  slowly  and  unwillingly  retired,  "uenel'ous  Ed- 
mund !  the  time  may  come,  when  Amy  may  show 
she  deserved  thy  noble  attachment." 


CHAPTER   XXVni. 

What,  mtfi,  ne'er  ittA  ■  dravght,  when  Uie  ftffl  on 
Steode  at  thine  elbow,  and  crave*  emptying  I— 
Nar.  fear  not  me,  for  i  have  no  delight 
To  watch  men'*  viqet,  ainoe  I  have  mjMif 
or  virtue  nought  to  boait  of. —I'm  a  itriker, 
Would  have  ttie  world  strike  wiUi  me,  peU-mdl,  all. 


Trbssiuak.  m  strange  agitation  of  mind,  had 
hardly  stepped  down  the  first  two  or  three  steps  of 
the  wmding  staircase,  when,  greatly  to  his  surprise 
and  displeasure,  he  met  Michael  LambourncL  wearing 
an  impudent  familiarity  of  visage,  for  which  Tressi- 
lian felt  much  disposed  to  throw  hirii  down  stairs ; 
until  he  remembered  the  prejudice  which  Amy,  the 
only  object  of  his  solicitude,  was  likely  to  receive 
from  his  engaging  in  any  act  of  violence,  at  that  time, 
and  in  that  place. 

tie.  therefore,  contented  himself  with  looking 
sternly  upon  Lamboume,  as  upon  one  whom  he 
deemed  unworthy  of  notice,  and  attempted  to  pass 
him  in  his  way  down  stairs,  without  any  symptom  of 
recognition.  But  Lamboume^  who,  amidst  the  pro- 
fusion of  that  day*s  hospitality,  had  not  failed  to  take  a 
deep,  though  not  an  overpowenng  cup  of  sack,  was  not 
in  the  humour  of  humbling  himself  Wore  any  man's 
looks.  He  stopped  Tressilian  upon  the  staircase 
without  the  least  oashfulness  or  embarrassment,  and 
addressed  him  as  if  they  had  been  on  kind  and  intimate 
terms j— '* What,  noemdee  between  us, I  hope, upon 
old  scores,  Master  Trpflsman  ?— nay,  I  am  one  who 
remember  former  kindness  rather  than  later  feud— 
ril  convince  you  thnt  I  meant  honestly  and  kindly 
ay.  and  comfortably  by  you." 

"I  desire  none  of  your  intimacy,"  said  Treteilian— 
"  keep  company  with  your  mates.'* 

"  Now,  see  now  hasty  he  is !"  said  Lairroonme ; 
"  and  how  these  gentles,  that  are  made  questionless 
out  of  the  porcelain  clay  of  the  earth,  look  down  upon 
poor  Michael  Lamboume !  Yon  would  take  Master 
Tressilian  now  for  the  moat  maid-like,  modost,  sim- 
pering squire  of  dames,  that  ever  made  love  when 
candles  were  long  i'  ilie  stuff— snufF— call  you  it  ?— 
Why,  you  would  play  the  samt  on  us.  Master  Tres- 
silian, and  forget  that  even  now  thou  hast  a  commo- 
dity in  thy  verv  bedchamber,  to  the  shame  of  my 
lord's  castle,  na !  ha !  ha !  Have  I  touched  you, 
Master  Tressilian  ?" 

"I  know  not  what  you  rrtfean."  said  Tressilian, 
inferring,  however,  too  surely,  that  this  licentious 
ruffian  must  have  Seen  sensible  of  Amy's  presence  in 
his  apartment ;  "  but  if,"  he  continued,  "  thou  art 
varlet  of  the  chambers,  and  lackest  a  fee,  there  is  one 
to  leave  mine  unmolested*" 

Lambourne  looked  at  the  piece  of  gold,  and  put  it  in 
his  pocket,  saying—"  Now,  I  know  not  but  you  might 
have  done  more  with  me  by  a  kind  word,  than  by 
this  chiming  rogue.  But  after  all,  he  pays  well  that 
pays  with  gold— and  Mike  Lamboume  was  never  a 
make-bate,  or  a  spoil-sport,  or  the  like.  JR^en  live 
and  let  others  live,  that  is  my  motto— only,  I  would 
not  let  some  folks  cock  their  beaver  at  me  neither,  as 
if  they  were  made  of  silver  ore,  and  I  of  Dutch  pew- 
ter. So  if  I  keep  your  secret,  Master  Tressilian*  you 
may  look  sweet  on  me  at  least;  and  were  I  to  want 
a  little  backing  or  countenance,  being  caught,  as  you 
see  the  beat  of  us  may  be,  in  a  sort  ofiKHJcadillo — 
why,  you  owe  it  me— and  so  e'en  moke  your  chamber ' 
serve  yon  and  that  same  bird  in  bower  beside— it's  nil 
one  to  Mike  Lanibourne." 

"  Make  way,  sir,"  said  Trcj»«llap;  unshle  to  bridl* 
his  inHij?nation  ;  "you  have  had  vour  fee." 

'^Um!"  said  Lambourn&  giv-jtif  pldce.  tK*wevei 
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while  he  mlkily  imittend  betiveen  bw  teeth,  reDeatp 
ing  Tressilian'B  worda— "  Make  way— and  you  nave 
baa  your  £9e~-but  it  matters  not,  1  voll  spoil  no  sport, 
ae  I  said  before ;  I  am  no  dog  m  the  manger— mmd 
that." 

He  spoke  louder  and  louder,  as  TresaibaiL  by 
whom  he  fdt  himself  overawed,  got  farther  and  &r- 
tber  out  of  bearing. 

"I  am  no  dog  in  the  manger— but  I  wUl  not  carry 
coals  neither— mind  that  my  Master  Tressilian;  .and 
I  will  have  a  peep  at  this  wench,  whom  you  b«ve 
quartered  so  commodiously  in  your  old  haunted  room 
—afraid  of  ghosts,  belike,  and  not  too  willing  to 
Sleep  alone.  If  /  bad  done  this  now  in  a  strange 
lord^s  castle,  the  word  had  been,— The  porter's  lod^^e 
for  the  knave !  and,— Have  him  flogged— trundle  hmi 
down  stairs  like  a  turnip!— Ay,  but  your  virtuous 
gentlemen  take  stnuMe  privileges  over  us,  wbo  are 
dowilrigfat  servants  or  our  senses.  Well— I  have  my 
Master  TTesflilian's  head  under  my  belt  bv  this  lucky 
discovery,  that  is  one  thing  certams  and  I  will  try 
to  get  a  sight  of  this  Linaabrides  or  his,  that  is  an- 
other."   ' 


CHAPTRR  XXIX. 

Now  ftn  tlM»  wen,  my  nMter— If  trae  Mnrioe 
Be  luerdooM  with  hudlooU,  t'ee  cat  Un  tow-lias, 
And  lat  oar  tNuki  aerota  tbe  pathle«  flood 
Holdr-" 


TaxssLUAM  walked  into  the  outer  yard  of  the 
Castle,  scarce  knowing  what  to  think  of  his  late 
strange  and  most  unexpeoted  interview  with  Amy 
Robsart,  and  dubious  tf  he  had  done  well,  being  in- 
trusted with  the  delegated  authority  of  her  father,  to 
pass  his  word  so  solemnly  to  leave  her  to  her  own 
guidance  for  so  many  hours.  Yet  how  could  he 
have  denied  her  reouest,— dependant  as  she  had  too 
probably  rendered  herself  upon  Varneyl  Suck  was 
his  natural  reasoning.  The  happiness  oT  her  future 
life  might  depend  upon  his  not  driving  her  to  extre- 
mities^ and  since  no  authority  of  Trowilian's  could 
extricate  her  from  the  power  of  Vamey,  supposing 
he  was  to  acknowledge  Amy  to  be  his  Wife,  what 
title  had  he  to  destroy  the  hope  of  domestic  pe^ce 
vkhkh  might  yet  remain  to  her,  by  setting  enmity 
betwixt  them  f  Tressilian  resolved,  therefore,  scru- 
pulously to  observe  his  word  pledged  to  Amy,  both 
because  it  had  been  given,  and  because,  as  ne  still 
thought,  while  he  considered  and  reconsidered  that 
extraordinary  inierview,  it  could  not  with  justice  or 
propriety  have  been  refused. 

In  one  respect,  he  had  gained  much  towards  secu- 
ring effectual  protection  for  this  unhappy  and  still 
beloved  object  of  his  early  affection.  Amy  was  no 
ionser  mewed  up  in  a  distant  and  solitaiy  retieat, 
under  the  charge  of  persons  of  doubtful  r^utation. 
She  was  in  the  Castle  of  Kenilworth,  within  the 
verge  of  the  Royal  Court  for  the  time,  free  from  all 
risk  of  violence,  and  liable  to  be  produced  before 
Elizabeth  on  tlra  first  summons.  These  were  cir- 
cumstances which  could  not  but  assist  greatly  the 
efforts  which  he  mifl^t  have  occasion  to  use  in  her 
behalf. 

While  he  was  thus  balancing  the  advantages  and 
perils  which  attended  her  unexpected  presence  in 
Kenilworth.  Tressilian  was  hastily  and  anxiously  ac- 
costed by  Wayland^  who,  after  ejaculating,  "  Thank 
God,  your  worship  is  fbuiid  at  last  I"  proceeded  with 
urcathless  caution  to  pour  into  his  ear  the  intelli- 
gence that  the  lady  baa  escaped  from  Cumnor  Place. 

"  And  Is  at  present  in  thisCastW*  said  Tressilian; 
*'  I  know  it.  and  I  have  seen  her— Was  it  by  her  own 
choice  she  round  refuge  in  my  apartment  7" 

''Noy"  answered  Waylandt  **but  I  could  think  of 
no  other  way  of  safely  bestowing  her,  and  was  but 
too  happy  to  'find  a  d^ut^-Qsher  who  knew  where 
you  were  quartered ;— in  jolly  society  truly,  the  hall 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  kitchen  on  the  other]" 

"  Peace,  this  is  no  time  for  jesting,"  answered 
Tmsiiian,  sternly. 

"1  wot  that  but  too  well,"  said  the  artist,  "for  I 
havR  felt  these  tlvee  days  as  if  I  had  an  halicr  round 
my  neck.    This  lady  knows  not  her  own  mind— she 


will  have  none  of  toot  aid-^ommaiids  you  not  hi 
named  to  her— and  is  about  to  put  herself  into  tbt 
hands  of  my  Lord  Leicester.  I  had  never  got  her 
safe  into  your  chamber,  had  she  known  tlie  owmi 
of  it." 

"  Is  it  possible  7"  said  Tressilian.  "  But  she  may 
have  hopes  the  Earl  will  exert  his  mfluenoe  in  fa«r 
favour  over  his  villanous  dependant."- 
•  *'I  know  nothing  of  that,"  saki  Wavland— ''bat 
I  believe,  if  she  is  to  reconcile  herseLt^with  sitfaer 
Leicester  or  Vamey,  the  skle  of  the  Castle  of  Kenil- 
worth which  will  be  the  safest  for  us  will  be  the  orn- 
sidc^  from  which  we  can/astest  fly  away.  It  is  not 
my  purpose  to  abide  an  instant  alter  deuvery  of  tbs 
letter  to  Leicester,  which  waiu  but  your  oommaiidi 
to  find  its  way  to  him.  See,  here  it  is— but  no-a 
plague  on  it— I  must  have  left  it  in  my  dog-bole^  is 
the  nayloft  yonder,  where  I  am  to  sleep." 

"  Death  and  furyV*  said  Tressilian,  transported  be- 
yond his  usual  patience;  *'  thou  hast  not  lost  thst  oa 
which  may  depend  a  stake  mon  important  than  a 
thousand  such  lives  as  thine  7" 

"Lost  it!"  answered  Wavland^  vstdily;  ''that 
were  a  jest  indee^l  No,  sir,  I  naye  it  carefully  pat  19 
with  my  night-sack,  and  some  matters  I  haveoeet^ 
sbn  to  use— I- will  fetch  it  in  an  instant." 

"Do  so,"  saki  Tressilian ;  "be  faithfiil,  and  ihflo 
shalt  be  well  rewarded.  But  if  I  have  reason  to 
suspect  thee,  a  dead  dog  were  in  better  case  tbtt 
thou? 

Wayland  bowed,  and  took  his  leave  with  seemiBK 
confidence  and  alacrity  t  but,  in  fact,  filled  withtM 
utmost  dread  and  connidon.  The  letter  was  loft, 
that  was  certain,  notwithstanding  the  apology  wbicb 
he  had  made  to  vppeMe  the  impatient  displeafms 
of  Tressilian.  It  was  lost— i^might  fall  into  wroag 
hands— it  would  then,  certainly,  occasbn  a  diMovoy 
of  the  whole  intrigue  in  which  he  had  been  engagn; 
nor,  indeed,  did  Wayland  see  much  prospect  ef  M 
remaining  concealed,  in  any  event.  He  lelt  mun 
hurt,  besides,  at  Tressilian's  burst  of  impatienoe. . 

"Nay,  if  I  am  to  be  paid  in  this  coin,  for  t^viM 
where  my  neck  is  concerned,  it  is  time  I  should  ml 
to  myself.  Here  have  I  oflended,  for  aught  I  kaoVt 
to  the  death,  the  lord  of  this  stately  castle,  wow 
word  were  as  powerful  to  take  away  my  liliB^  as  w 
breath  which  speaks  it  to  blow  out  a  fiirthing  candlt 
And  all  this  for  a  mad  lady,  and  a  melancholy  gv- 
lant  s  who,  on  the  loss  of  a  fiour  nooked  bit  of  oaiitfj 
has  his  hand  on  his  poignado^  and  swears  death  uu 
fury  1— Then  there  is  the  Doctor  and  Vamey— I  # 
save  myself  froAi  the  whole  mess  of  them— L^* 
dearer  than  gold— I  will  fly  this  instant,  thongs  1 
leave  my  reward  behind  me. ' 

These  reflections  naturally  enough  occurred  tot 
mind  like  Wayland's,  who  found  nimself  engsfeM 
far  deeper  than  he  had  expected,  in  a  train  <v% 
terious  and  unintelligible  intrigues,  in  which  tM 
actors  seemed  hardly  to  know  their  own  covrtt 
And  yet,  to  do  him  justice  his  personal  fears  wini 
in  some  degree^  counterbaknced  by  hb  compoetwt^ 
for  the  deseited  state  of  the  lady.  .. 

"  I  care  not  a  groat  for  Master  Tressilian,"  he  sin  i 
"  I  have  done  more  than  bargain  by,  him,  and  havf 
brought  his  errant-damoael  within  ms  reach,  so  tbsl 
he  may  look  after  her  himself;  but  I  fear  the  pM> 
thing  is  in  muchdangeramongst  these  stormy  ^^ 
I  wUi  to  her  chamber,  and  tellber  the  fiite  wnidb  U» 
befallen  her  letter,  that  she  may  write  another  if  m 
list.  She  cannot  lack  a  messenger,  I  trow,  wbci* 
there  Bfe  so  many  Isckeys  that  can  carry  a  Iett^t*k> 
their  lord.  And  I  will  tell  her  also  that  I  leave  tlijK 
Castle,  trusting  her  to  God.  her  own  guxianceL  >bw 
Master  Treseihan's  care  and  lookinffattsr.— P^hspi| 


she  may  remember  the  ring  ahe  onered  me— it  wall 
well  earned,  I  trow;  but  she  is  a  lovely  cietuir^ 
and— marry  hang  the  ring!  I  will  not  bear  a  o»m 
spirit  for  the  matter.  If  I  fare  ill  in  ^s  world  for  Bsr 
giood-nature^  I  shall  have  better  chance  10  tar 
next— So  now  for  the  lady,  and  then  for  the  roaa> 
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•round  him,  and  studiout  himaelf  to  Mcape  obaerva- 
'  tion.  In  thb  manner  he  crossed  th)  outward  and 
inward  casUe-yard,  and  the  great  arched  passage, 
which,  running  betwixt  the  range  of  kitchen  offices 
and  the  hall,  fed  to  the  bottom  of  the  little  windiog- 
atair  that  gave  accesa  to  the  chambers  of  Mervyn^s 
Tower. 

The  artist  congratulated  himself  on  having  escaped 
3iie  vaiioua  perils  of  his  journey,  and  was  m  the  act 
of  ascending  by  two  steps  at  once,  when  he  observed 
that  the  shadow  of  a  man,  thrown  from  a  door 
which  8too:i  iOsTi  darkened  the  opposite  wall  of  the 
•taircaae.  Wayland  drew  back  cautiously,  went  down 
to  the  inner  court-vard,  spent  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  which  seemea  at  least  quadruple  lU  usual  du- 
ration, in  walking  from  place  to  place,  and  then 
returned  to  the  tower,  in  hopes  to  find  that  the  lurker 
had  disappeared.  He  ascended  as  high  as  the  sus- 
picious MX)l— there  was  no  shadow  on  the  wall—he 
ssoendecl  a  few  vaitls  farthei^-the  door  was  still  a-jar, 
and  he  was  doubtful  whether  t^  advance  or  retreat, 
when  it  was  suddenly  thrown  wide  open,  and  Michael 
Lamboume  bolted  out  upon  the  astonished  Wayland. 
'*Who  t)ie  devil  art  thoul  and  what  seek'sl  thou  in 
this  part  of  the  Casile  1  March  into  that  chamber, 
and  be  banged  to  theel" 

"  I  am  no  dog,  .to  go  at  every  man's  whistle,*'  said 
the  artisL  affecting  a  confidence  which  was  belied 
bjr  a  timid  shake  in  his  voice. 

**Say'st  thou  me  sol— Come  hither,  Lawxenoe 
Staples." 

A  huge  ill-made  and  ill-looked  fellow,  upwards  of 
n  feet  high,  appeared  at  the  door,  and  Lamboume 
proceeded :  If  thou  De*8t  so  fond  of  this  tower,  my 
niand,  thou  ^alt  see  its  foundations,  good  twelve 

fwt  below  the  bed  of  the  lake,  and  tenanted  by  cer- 

vuk  jolly  toads,  ^akes,  and  so  ibrth,  which  thou 

wQt  find  mighty  good  company.     Therefore  once 

morel  ask  you  m  fair  play,  who  thou  art,  and  what 

(fcousec^'stheref 

If  tho  dungeon-grate  once  clashes  behind  me, 
tkooght  Wayland,  1  am  a  gone  man.  He  therefore 
aoswered  submissively,  "  He'  was  the  poor  juggler 
vhom  his  honour  had  met  yesterday  in  Weatherly- 
tottoni." 

"  And  what  juggling  trick  art  thou  playing  in  this 
tower  1  Thy  Kang^"  said  Lambourne,  "ue  over 
Igainst  Chnton^s  buildings." 

"  I  came  here  to  see  my  sister,"  said  the  juggler, 
**  who  ia  in  Master  Tressilian*s  chamber,  just  above." 

"  Ah-t  I"  aaid  Lamboume,  sinilin&  "  here  be  truths! 
Upon  iny  honour,  for  a  stranger,  this  same  Master 
Treasilian  makes  himself  at  home  among  us,  and 
furnishes  out  his  cell  hsndsomely,  with  all  sorts  of 
commfidities.  This  will  be  a  precious  tale  of  the 
sainted  Master  Tressiliaa,  and  ^ill  be  welcome  to 
some  folk&  aa  a  purse  of  broad  pieces  to  me.— Hark 
ye,  fellow,*^  |ie  continued,  addressmg  Wayland,  "  thou 
shalt  not  give  Pusf  a  hint  to  stdd  away— we  must 
catch  her  m  her  form.  So,  back  with  that  pitiful 
sheep-biting  visage  of  thine,  or  I  will  fling  thee  from 
:  the  window  of  the  tower,  and  try  if  your  juggling 
L  ■  skill  can  save  your  bones^" 

"  Tour  worship  will  not  be  so  hardhearted,  I 
.hope,'*  said  Wa viand;  "poor folk  must  live.  I  trust 
p$(m  honour  will  allow  me  to  speak  viith  my  sister?" 

"  Si3ter  on  Adam's  side.  1  warrant,",  said  Lara- 
^wmmu;  "or,  ifotherwise.  the  more  knave  thou.  But 
i^Mter  or  no  sister,  thou  aicst  on  point  of  fox,  if  thou 

Gomest  a-prying  to  this  tower  once  more.    And  now 

I  think  of  it--uas  daggers  and  death  I— I  vrill  see  thee 
fOQt  of  the  Csstle,  for  this  is  a  more  main  conoera 
lUmn  thy  jugglery ,'* 

J  But  please  your  worship,"  said  Wayland,  "I  am 
^  V)  enact  Arion  m  the  pageant  upon  the  lake  this  very 

woiing:." 
"1  will  act  it  myself  bv  Saint  Qiristopherr*  said 

j*«nbourne— "Orion,  calrst  thou  liimT— I  will  act 

Otion,  his  belt  and  his  seven  stars  to  boot.    Come 

Uoog,  for  a  rascal  knave  as  thou  art— follow  mo  1— 

Or  stay^Lawrence  do  thou  bring  him  along." 
)    Lftvrrence  seizud  by  the  collar  of  the  cloak  the 
;  tmresiating  juggler,  while  Lambourne,  with  hasty 

Mm,  led  the  way  to  that  sam^  ••UypQ^^  or  leciet 


postern,  by  which  Treasilian  had  returned  to  the  Caa- 
tle,  and  which  opened  in  the  western  wall,  at  no 
great  distance  from  Mervyn's  Tower. 

While  trsversing  with  a  rapid  foot  the  soaco  be* 
twixt  the  tower  and  the  sallyport,  Wayland  m  %aiii 
racked  his  brain  for  some  device  which  might  a\ail 
the  poor  lady,  for  whom,  notwithsiandingliis  owa 
imminent  danger,  he  felt  deep  interest.  But  when 
he  was  thrust  out  of  the  Castle,  and  informed  by 
Lambourne,  with  a  tremendous  oath,  that  instant 
death  would  be  the  consequence  of  his  again  ap- 
proaching it.  he  cast  up  his  hands  and  eyes  toneavehi 
as  if  to  call  God  to  witness  he  had  stood  to  tbt 
uttermost  in  defence  of  the  oppressed ;  then  turned 
his  back  on  the  proud  towers  oi  Kenil worth,  and  went 
his  way  to  seek  an  humbler  and  safer  place  of  refu^ 

Lawren<tc  and  Lambourne  gazed  a  little  while 
after  Wayland,  and  .then  turned  to  go  back  to  their 
tower,  when  the  former  thus  addressed  his  com- 
panion :  "  Never  credit  me,  Msster  Lambourne.  if  I 
can  guess  why  thou  hast  driven  this  poor  caitiflfirom 
the  Casde,  just  when  he  was  to  bear  a  part  in  the 
ahow  that  was  begin nin£^  and  all  this  about  a  wench." 

"Ah,  Lawrence,"  replied  Lamboume,  "thou  ait 
thinking  of  Black  Joan  Jugges  of  Slingdon,  and  haat 
sympathy  with  human  friulty.  But  corragio,  meet 
noble  Duke  of  the  Dungeon  and  Lord  of  Limbo, 
thou  art  as  dark  in  this  matter  as  iiiine  own  domi- 
nions of  Little-ease.  My  most  reverend  Signior  d 
the  Low  Countries  of  Kenil  worth,  know  mat  our 
most  notable  master,  Richard  Varney,  would  give  te 
much  to  have  a  hole  in  this  same  TressiUan's  ooat» 
as  wohid  make  us  some  fifty  midnight  carouaali^ 
with  the  full  leave  of  bidding  the  steward  go  snick 
up.  if  he  came  to  startle  us  too  soon  from  our  gobleta." 
Nay,  an  that  be  the  case,  thou  hast  rigut,"  aaid 
Lawrence  Staples,  the  upper-warder,  or  in  common 
phrase,  the  first  jailer  of  Kenil  worth  Castle,  and  of 
the  Liberty  and  Honour  belonging  thereto;  "but 
how  will  you  manage  when  you  are  absent  at  the 
Queen's  entrance,  Master  Lamboume;  for  methinke 
thou  must  attend  thy  master  there  7" 

"  Why  thou,  mine  honest  prince  of  prisons,  must 
keo)  ward  in  my  absence— Let  Tressilian  enter  if  he 
will,  but  see  thou  let  no  one  come  out.  If  the  damsel 
herself  would  make  a  break,  as  'lis  not  unlike  she 
may,  scare  her  back  with  rouah  words-^he  is  but  a 
paltry  player's  wench  after  all. 

"Nay,  lor  that  matter,"  said  Lawrence,  "I  might 
shut  t)ie  iron  wicket  upon  her,  that  stands  without 
the  double  door,  and  so  force  per  force  she  will  be 
bound  to  her  answer  without  more  trouble." 

"  Then  Tressilian  will  not  get  access  lo  her."  said 
Lsmboume,  reflecting  a  jnoment.  "  But  'tis  no 
matter— she  will  be  detected  in  his  chamber,  and  that 
is  all  one.— But  confess,  thou  old  bat's  eyed  dungeon- « 
keeper,  that  vou  fear  to  keep  awake  by  yourself  m 
that  Mervyn's  Tower  of  thine?" 

"  Why.  as  to  tear,  Master  Lamboume,"  said  the 
fellow,  ''I  mind  it  not  the  turning  of  a  key;  but 
strange  things  have  been  heard  and  seen  in  that 
tower.  You  must  have  heard,  for  as  short  time  as 
you  have  been  in  Kenilworth,  that  it  is  haunted  by 
the  spirit  of  Arthur  ap  Mervyn,  a  wild  chief  taken  by 
fierce  Lord  Mortimer,  when  he  was  one  of  the  Lords 
Marchers  of  Wales,  and  murdered,  as  they  say,  in 
tliat  same  tower  which  bears  his  name  7" 

"  0, 1  have  heard  the  tale  five  hundred  times,"  aaid 
Lambourne,  "  and  how  the  ghost  is  always  most 
vociferous  when  they  boil  leeks  and  stirabout,  or  fry 
toasted  cheesfe,  in  the  culinary  regions.  Santo  Die- 
volo,  man,  hold  thy  tongue.  I  know  all  about  it  7" 

"Ay,  but  thou  dost  rd^U  though,"  said  the  turnkey, 
"for  as  wise  as  thou  wouldst  make  thyseld  Ah,  it 
is  an  awfid  thing  to  murder  a  prisoner  in  his  ward  !— 
You,  that  may  have  given  a  man  a  stab  in  a  dark 
street,  know  nothing  of  it.  To  give  a  mutinous  ftl 
low  a  knock  on  the  riead  with  the  keya,  and  bid  hini 
he  quiet,  that's  what  I  call  keeping  order  in  the  ward  $ 
but  to  draw  weapon  and  slay  lum,  as  was  done  to 
this  Welsh  lord,  that  raises  you  a  ghost  that  will 
rendor  your  prison-house  untenantable  by  sny  decent 
captive  for  some  hundred  years.  And  I  have  :hat 
regard  for  my  piisoner^  poor  things,  that  J  ka\c  p'^it 
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..J  squires  and  men  of  worship,  that  have  taken  a 
de  on  the  highway,  or  slandered  my  Lord  of  Lei- 
cester, or  the  like,  fifty  feet  under  ^ound,  rather 
than  I  would  put  them  into  Chat  upper  chamber' 
yonder  that  they  call  Mervyn's  Bower.  Indeed,  by 
good  Saint  Peter  of  the  Fetters.  I  marvel  mv  noble 
lord,  or  Master  Vamey,  could  think  of  lodging 
guests  there :  afid  if  this  Master  Tressilian  could:  get 
Any  one  to  keep  him  company,  and  in^  especial  a 
pretty  wench,  why,  truly,  I  think  he  was  in  the  right 

**t  tell  thee,'*  said  Lamboume,  leading  the  way  mto 
the  turnkey's  apartment,  *'  thou  art  an  ass.— Gro  bolt 
the  wicket  on  the  stair,  and  trouble  not  thy  noddle 
ftbout  ffhost»— Give  me  the  wine  stoup,  man ;  I  am 
somewhat  heated  with  chafing  with  vonder  rascal." 

While  Lamboume  drew  a  long  draught  from  a 
pitcher  of  claret,  which  he  made  use  of  M^thout  any 
'eqpk  the  warder  went  on,  vindicating  his  own  belieif 
m  the  supernatural. 

'*  Thou  hast  been  few  hours  in  this  Castle,  and  hast 
!>0en  for  the  whole  space  so  drunk,  Lambouma  that 
thou  art  deaf,  dumb,  and  blind.  But  we  should  hear 
less  of  your  bragging,  were  you  to  pass  a  night  with 
us  at  full  moon  for  then  the  ghost  is  busiest ;  and 
mote  flspeciall]r  when  a  rattling  wind  sets  in  from  the 
north-west,  with  some  sprinkling  of  rain,  and  now 
luid  then  a  growl  of  thunder.  Body  o'  me.  what 
crackmgs  ana  claahings,  what  groamngs  and  what 
howlinga^  will  there  be  at  such  times  m  MerVyn's 
Bower,  right  as  it  were  over  our  head&  tiU  the  mai- 
ler of  two  quarts  of  distilled  waters  has  not  been 
enough  to  keep  my  lads  and  me  in  some  heart !" 

"Pshaw,  manr  replied  Lamboume,  on  whom  his 
last  draught,  joined  to  repeated  visitations  of  the 
liitcher  upon  former  occasions,  began  to  make  some 
innovation,  "  thou  speak'st  thou  know'st  not  what 
«bont  spirits.  No  one  knows  justly  what  to  say  about 
them ;  and,  in  short,  least  said  may  in  that  matter  be 
soonest  amended.  Some  men  bdieve  in  one  thing, 
some  in  another— it  is  all  matter  of  fancy.  I  have 
known  them  of  all  sorts,  my  dear  Lawrence  Lock- 
the-door,  and  sensible  men  too.  There's  a  great  lord 
—we'll  pass  his  name,  Lawrence— he  believes  in  the 
stars  and  the  moon,  the  planets  and  their  courses,  and 
00  forth,  and  that  they  twinkle  exclusively  for  his  be- 
nefit; when,  in  sober,  or  rather  in  dmnken  trath, 
Lawrence,  they  are  only  shining  to  keep  honest  fel- 
lows like  me  out  of  the  kennel.  Well  sir,  let  <his  hu- 
mour pass,  he  is  great  enough  to  indulge  it— Then 
look  ye,  there  is  another— a  very  learned  man,  I  pro- 
mise you,  and  can  vent  Greek  and  Hebrew  as  fast  as  I 
can  Thieves' -Latin— he  has  an  humour  of  sympathies 
and  antipathies— of  changing  lead  into  gold  and  the 
like— why,  via,  let  that  pass  too,  and  let  him  pay  those 
m  transmigrated  coin,  who  are  fools  enough  to  let  it 
be  current  with  them.— Then  here  oomest  thou  thy- 
snUl  another  ereat  man,  though  neither  learned  nor 
noble^  yet*fti]r  ox  feet  higli,  and  th«n,  like  a  purblind 
ffl<de,  must  needs  believe  in  ghosts  and  gobuns,  and 
such  like.— Now,  there  is,  besides,  a  great  man— that 
n,  a  great  little  man,  or  a  little  great  man,  my  dear 
Lawrence— and  his  name  begins  with  V,  and  what 
telieves  be?  Why,  nothing,  honest  Lawrence,  nothing 
in  earthi  heaven^  or  hell ;  and  for  my  part,  if  I  believe 
^ere  is  a  devil,  it  is  only  because  I  think  there  must 
be  some  one  to  catch  our  aforesaid  friend  by  the  back, 
'when  soul  and  body  sever,'  as  the  ballad  says— for 
your  antecedent  will  have  a  consequent— roro  ortfe- 
^cetUniem^  as  Doctor  Bireham  was  wont  lo  say— But 
ftuB  is  Greek  to  yon  now,  honest  Lawrence  and  in 
tooth  learning  is  dry  work— Hand  me  the  pitcher  oncd 
more." 

**ln  ftith,  if  you  drink  more,  MKhael,"  said  the 
warder,  *'  yon  will  be  in  sorry  case  either  to  play  Anon 
Mr  to  wait  on  your  master  on  such  a  solemn  night  t 
and  I  expect  each  moment  to  hear  the  great  belltoll 
for  the  muster  at  Mortimei'a  Tower,  to  receive  the 
(lueen." 

,.  While  Staples  remonstrated,  Lambowne  drank; 
and  then  setting  down  the  pitcher,  which  was  nearly 
emptied,  widi  a  deep  sigh,  he  said,  in  an  under  tone, 
which  soon  rose  to  a  high  one  as  his  speeeh  proceed- 
•I,  *New mind, Lawi«m»-ir lb* drank,!  know 


that  shall  make  Vamey  tiphold  me  sober.  But,  as  I 
raid,  never  mind,  I  can  carry  my  drink  discreetly 
Moreover,  I  am  to  go  on  the  water  as  Onon,  and 
fthall  take  cold  nnless  I  take  something  comfortaUa 
befordiand.  Not  play  Orion!  Let  ns  see  the  best 
roarer  that  ever  strained  his  lungs  for  twelve- pence 
out-mouth  me  I  What  if  they  see  me  ajittle  disguised? 
—Wherefore  should  any  man  be  sober  to-night?  an- 
swer me  that— It  is  matter  of  loyalty  to  be  merry- 
and  I  tell  thee,  there  are  those  in  the  Castle,  who^ 
if  they  are  not  merry  when  drunk,  have  little  cnanoD 
to  be  merry  when  sober— I  name  no  names,  Law- 
rence. But  your  pottle  of  sack  is  a  fine  shoeing-hon 
to  pull  on  a  loyal  humour,  and  a  merry  one.  Huzza 
for  Queen  Elizabeth !— for  the  noble  Leicester !— for 
the  worshipful  Master  Vamey  (—and  for  Michael 
Lainbouroe,  that  can  turn  them  all  round  his  finger!" 

So  saying,  he  walked  down  stairs,  and  across  the 
inner  court 

The  warder  looked  after  him,  shook  his  head,  and, 
while  he  drew  close  and  locked  a  wicket,  which, 
crossing  the  staircase,  rendered  it  impossible  for  any 
one  to  ascend  higher  than  the  story  immediately  be> 
neath  Mervyn's  Bower,  as  Tressilian's  chamber  was 
named,  he  thus  soliloqnized  with  hims^f— **  It'a  a 
good  thing  to  be  a  favourite— I  well  nigh  lost  nuna 
office,  because  one  frosty  morning  Master  Vamaf 
thought  I  smeUed  of  aquavitas;  and  ^is  fellow  can 
appear  before  him  dmnk  as  a  wineskin,  and  yet  meet 
no  rebuke.  But  then  he  is  a  pestilent  clever  fellow 
withal,  and  no  one  can  understand  above  one  half  d 
what  he  says." 

CHAPTER  XXX. 
Now  bid  the  cteeple  rock— ahe  eomes,  ■he  eonw  I 
Bpe«k  for  ue,  belte-^speak  for  in.  thrftltongved  tackil% 
Stand  to  thy  llnstoek.  gwiner :  let  Ay  otimoo 
Play  wch  a  peal,  ••  if  a  paynim  Ibe 
Came  ■tretch'd  in  turban'd  ranks  to  atom  the  nnparti. 
We  will  have  pamanu  too— but  that  eniTes  wit, 
And  Tin  a  rovf  h-faewn  aoldler. 

Tke  Klrfia  QMm,  m  Tfgi-Cmiih 

Tax88XzxAj7,  when  Wayland  had  left  hnn,  as  men 
tioned  in  the  last  chapter,  remained  uncertain  whatkf 
ought  next  to  do,  when  Raleigh  and  Blount  came  19 
to  him  arm  in  arm,  yet.  accoraing  to  their  wont,  letf 
eas^rly  disputing  together.  Tressilian  had  no  great 
desire  for  their  society  in  the  present  state  of  his  fetUr 
ings^  but  there  was  no  possibility  of  avoiding  then; 
and  mdeed  he  fielt  that,  boimd  by  his  promise  not  ta 
approach  Amy,  or  take  any  step  in  her  behalf;  it  woold 
be  his  best  course  at  once  to  mix  with  general  sode- 
tv,  and  to  exhibit  on  his  brow  as  httle  as  be  qould  9^ 
the  anguish  and  uncertainty  which  sat  heavy  at  mi 
heart  He  therefore  made  a  virtue  of  necessity,  and 
hailed  his  comrades  with.  "All  mirth  to  you,  gaotla- 
mcn.    Whence  come  ye  T 

**From  Warwick,  to  be  sure."  said  Blount;  "wa 
must  needs  homo  to  change  onr  habits  like  poor  p1t^ 
ere,  who  are  fain  to  multiply  their  persons  to  outward 
appearance  by  change  of  siuts;  and  you  had  better  do 
the  like  Tressilian." 

"  Blount  is  right."  said  Raleigh  1  "  the  Queen.lofM 
such  marks  of  deference,  and  notices,  as  wanting  in 
respect,  those  who,  not  arriving  in  her  immediate  at- 
tendance may  appear  in  their  soiled  and  ruffled  ridint- 
dress.  But  look  at  Bknint  himself  Tressilian,  for  iM 
love  of  laughter,  and  see  how  his  villanous  tailor  baa 
apparelled  him— in  blue,  green,  and  crimson,  witb 
camation  ribands,  and  yellow  roses  in  his  shoes  f* 

"Why,  what  would'st  diou  have!"  said  Bloont 
**I  tola  the  cross-legged  thief  to  do  his  best,  an 
spare  no  cost;  and  methinks  these  things  v^.fl*' 
enough— gayer  than  thine  oWn— 1*11  be  judged  bj 
TresnUan." 

*'Iagree-I  agree,"  said  Walter  RaWgb.  "J^ 
betwixt  us,  Tressilian,  for  the  love  of  heaven."      . 

Tressilian,  thus  sppealed  to,  looked  at  them  botis 
and  waslhimediately  sensible  at  a  single  glance,  tbat 
honest  Blount  had  taken  upon  the  tailor's  warraiH 
the  pied  garments  which  he  had  chosen  to  make,  and 
was  as  much  embarrassed  by  the  quantity  of  pomli 
and  ribands  which  garnished  his  dress,  as  a  clown  isn 
hisbolyday<li»dM8|  while  the  dnat  of  RaMghwara 
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weB-Anciod  add  rich  matt  whiob  the  wearer  bore  aa 
a  ^arb  too  well  adapCed  to  his  efeaant  person  to  at- 
tract particular  attention.  Treesijian  said,  therefore, 
'*That  Blount's  drees  was  finest,  but  Raleigh's  the 
heat  fancied." 

filount  was  satisfied  with  this  decision.  **I  knew 
mipe  was  finest,"  he  said;  "if  that  knave  Double- 
atiich  had  broumt  mehome  such  a  simple  doublet  as 
that  of  Raleigh^s,  I  would  have  beat  his  brains  out 
with  his  own  pressing-iron.  Nay,  if  we  must  be  lbol% 
ever  let  us  be  fools  of  the  first  head,  say  I." 

**  But  why  gnttest  thou  not  on  thy  braverieiL  Tres- 
aifianr' saSdlRalei«h. 

**  1  am  excluded  Irom  n^  apartment  by  a  silly  mis- 
'  take,"  said  TressiliBn,  *'and  separated  for  the  time 
ftom  my  baggase,    I  was  about  to  seek  the^  to  be- 
•seech  a  share  of  thjr  lodging." 

**  And  welcome,'^  saidRiaeigh ;  *'  it  is  a  noble  one. 
Hy  Lord  of  Leicester  has  done  us  that  kindness,  and 
lodged  us  in  pnnoely  fashion.  If  his  courtesy  be  ex- 
torted relactaadvt  it  is  at  least  ^tended  far.  I  would 
advise  you  to  tell-  y/mr  strait  to  the  Earl's  chamber- 
lain--you  will  have  mstant  redress.** 

**Iiay,  it  is  not  worth  while,  siaoe  you  can  spare 
aoeroom,"  replied  Treesilian—  I  would  not  be  tran- 
bleeome.— Has  any  one  come  hither  with  you?" 

"O,  ay,*'  said  Blount  s  "Vamey,  and  a  whole  tribe 
of  Leioestiiana,  beodea  about  a  aeore  of  us  honest 
Susseat  folk.  We  are  all  it  seems,  to  receive  the 
Qoeen  at  what  they  call  the  Gkdkry-tower,  and  wit- 
nen  some  fooleries  there  i  and  then  we're  to  remain 
in  attendance  upon  the  Clueen  in  the  Great  Hall— 
God  bless  the  mark-- while  those  who  are  now  wait- 
ing upon  her  Graoeget  rid  of  theur  slough,  and  doff 
their  rid*ng-Buit8.  Heaven  help  me,  if  her  Grace 
ihoiild  speak  to  mci  I  shall  never  know  what  to  an- 
swer P* 

"And  what  has  detained  them  so  ]on|i[  at  War- 
wick r  said  Tressilian,  unwflling  that  thor  oonver- 
niion  shoukl  return  to  his  own  aflairs. 

"  Such  a  Bucoession  of  fooleriee,"  said  Blount,  "as 
were  never  seen  at  Barthobmew-fair^  We  have  had 
speeches  and  playera,  and  dogs  and  beara^  and  men 
making  monkeys,  and  women  moppets,  of  them- 
aeivea— I  marvel  the  Queen  could  endure  it.  But 
ever  and  anon  came  in  something  of  *  the  lovelv 
Cjl^bt  of  her  gracious  countenance/  or  pome  such 
trash.  Ah  I  vamty  makes  a  fool  of  the  wisest  But, 
come,  let  us  on  to  this  same  Gallery-tower,— though 
I  aee  not  what  thou,  Tressilian,  canst  do  with  uy 
liding-dreas  and  boots." 

"I  will  take  my  station  behind  thee,  Blount"  said 
Tressilian,  who  saw  thai  bis  friend's  unusual  finery 
bad  taken  a  strong  hold  of  his  imagination ;  *'  thy 
0oodly  size  and  gay  dress  will  cover  my  defects." 

**Aiid  so  thou  shalt,  Edmund,*'  aaid  Blount.  '*In 
iaith  I  am  glad  thou  think' at  my  garb  well-fiincied, 
for  all  Sir.  Wittypate  here;  for  when  one  does  a  fool- 
ish thingi  it  is  nght  to  do  it  handsomely." 

So  siiMng,  Blount  cocked  his  beaver,  threw  out  his 
1^  and  marched  manfully  forward,  as  if  at  the  head 
01  his  brigade  of  pikemen,  ever  and  anon  looking 
with  complaisance  on  his  crimson  stockings,  and 
the  hnfe  yellow  roses  which  blossomed  on  his  shoes. 
IVessilian  followed,  wrapt  in  his  own  sad  thoughts, 
and  ecaroe  minding  Raleigh,  whose  quick  fancy, 
amused  by  the  awkward  vanity  of  his  respectable 
friend,  vented  itadf  in  jests,  which  he  whispered  into 
Treaedian's  ear. 

In  this  manner  they  eroased  the  long  bridge,  or  tilt- 
yird,  and  took  their  station,  with  other  gentlemen  of 
foahty,  before  the  outer  gate  of  the  Gallery,  or  En- 
UMMO-towcr.  The  whole  amounted  to  aboul  forty 
Demons,  all  selected  as  of  the  first  rank  under  that  of 
uughtMod,  and  wore  disposed  in  double  rows  on 
■ther  sido  of  the  gat^  like  a  guard  of  honour,  within 
ihe  close  hed|«e  of  pikes  and  partisans,  which  waa 
fccmed  by  Laioesters  retainera,  wearing  his  liveries, 
laegevitiemen  carried  no  arms  aave  thenr  aworda  and 
nggen.  These  gallants  were  as  gaily  dressed  as 
Sflagination  couJdaevise ;  and  as  the  garb  of  the  time 
permitted  a  great  display  of  expensive  magnifioenoa 
BOQght  was  to  be  seen  but  v«Wet  and  doth  of  {{old 
ind  t  hrer,  ribands,  fisathers,  gema^  and  ggiden  chains. 


In  8piteofhismfMeaentu]8«db(iactsofdiatnBa,'TiS8- 
ailian  ooukl  not  hsb  feeling,  that  he,  whh  his  rioix]^ 
suit,  however  handsome  it  might  be,  made  rather  an 
unworthy  figuni  among  these  **  fierce  vanities,"  and ' 
the  rather  because  he  saw  that  his  dishabille  was  the 
sul^ect  of  wonder  among  his  own  friends,  and  oi 
scorn  among  the  partisans  of  Leicester. 

We  could^not  supp,ress  this  fuct,  though  it  may 
aeem  something  at  variance  widi  th^ gravity  of  IVes^ 
ailian's  character  $  but  the  truth  is,  that  a  re^^  for 
personal  appearanoe  is  a  species  of  self-love^  from 
which  ihe  wisest  are  not  exempt,  and  to  which  tha 
mind  cEngs  so  instinctively,  that  not  only  the  soidiei 
advancing  to  almost  inevitable  death,  but  even  ihf 
doomed  criminal  who  goes  to  certain  execution, 
ahows  an  anxiety,  to  array  his  person  to  the  best  adi> 
vantage.    But  this  is  a  digression. 

It  was  the  twilight  of  a  summer  night,  (9th  July, 
167^)  the  sun  havujg  lor  some  lime  act,  and  all  wenp 
in  anxious  expectation  of  the  Queen's  immediate  ap» 
proach.  The  multitude  had  remained  assembled  mr 
many  houra^  and  their  numbers  were  still  rather  op 
the  increase.  A  profuse  distributxui  of  refreshmentjL 
together  with  roasted  oxen,  and  barrels  of  ale  seli^ 
broach  m  different  placea  of  the  road,  had  keM  ih^ 

S»pulace  in  pei|iBct  love  and  loyally  tawards  thp 
ueen  and  her  favoivite,  which  might  have  sopao- 
wbat  abated  had  &sting  been  added  to  watohmg. 
They  passed  away  the  time,  therefore,  with  the  usiw 
popular  amusements  of  whooping,  hallooing,  shriek- 
ing, and  playiiw  rude  tricks  upon  each  other,  formipg 
the  chorus  of  discordant  sounds  usual  on  sucJi  occa- 
siona.  Theae  prevailed  all  through  the  crowded  roaob 
and  fields,  and  especially  beyond  the  gate  of  the 
Chase,  where  the  greater  number  of  the  common  sovt 
were  stationed;  when,  all  of  a  sudden,  a  single  rockot 
was  seen  to  shoot  into  the  atmorohere.  and,  at  the 
instant,  far  heard  over  flood  and  field,  the  great  hell 
of  the  Castle  tolled. 

Immediately  there  was  a  pause  of  dead  silence 
sucoeeded  by  a  de^  hum  of  expectation,  the  unitea 
voice  of  many  thousands,  none  of  whom  ^oke  aboya 
their  breath;  or,  to  use  a  singular  expression,  th^ 
whisper  of  an  immense  multitude. 

"They  come  now,  for  certain,"  said  Kaleigb* 
"Tressilian,  that  aound  is  grand  We  hear  it  froip 
this  distancei  as  mariners,  aftcf  a  Jong  voyage,  hea^, 
upon  their  night-watch,  4he  tide  rush  upon  some  di^ 
iaut  and  unknown  shore." 

"Mass!"  answered  Blount,  "I  hear  it  rather  asl 
used  to  hear  mine  own  kine  lowing  from  the  ck)S6  df 
Witten^  westlo  we. " 

"  He  will  assuredly  graze  presently,**  said  Raleigh 
to  Tressilian ;  "his  thoud^t  is  all  of  fat  oxen  and  &r> 
tile  meadowa— he  grows  little  better  than  one  of  mi 
own  beeves,  and  only  becomes  grand  when  he  is 
provoked  to  pushing  and  goring.'*^ 

"  We  shall  have  him  at  that  presently,'*  Btaa  Tret* 
silian,  "if  you  spare  not  your  wit," 

"  Tush,  I  care  not,"  answered  Raleigh ;  "but  ihon 
too,  TressiJian,  hast  turned  a  kind  of  owl,  that  flies 
only  by  night :  hast  exchapged  thy  song^  for  screecfi- 
Ings,  and  good  company  for  an  ivy-tod?' 

^But  what  manner  of  animal  art  fnou  thy  _ 
Raleigh."  eaid  Tressilian,  **  that  thou  boldest  us  i 

'^"'Rrho^  I  r '  replied  Ralefeh.  "  An  eagle  am  I,  that 
never  will  think  of  dull  earth  while  there  is  a  heaven 
to  sear  in.  and  a  sun  to  gaze  upon."  ^      _  _ 

"  Wellbra«ed,  by  Samt  Bamaby  f  *  said  Blcaiiiit 
"but,  good  Master  Eagle,  beware  the  cage,  and  be- 
ware the  fowler.  Many  birds  have  flown  aa  high, 
ihat  I  have  teen  atuffed  with  straw,  and  hung  up  to 
scare  kites.— But  hark,  what  a  dead  silence  hath  All- 
ien on  them  at  once  I**  ,     .    «      ^ 

"The  procession  paosea,"  sakl  Raleigh,*  at  tn« 
gate  of  the  Chaser  where  a  sibyl,  one  of  the  TVttfids, 
meets  the  ^ucen,  to  tell  her  fortune.  I  saw  the  vdi- 
ses ;  there  is  little  savour  in  them,  and  her  (Trace  his 
been  idroady  cranr)med  full  with  such  poetical  com- 
pliments. She  whispered  to  me  during  the  Record- 
er's speech  sp'^der.  at  Ford-mill,  as  she  enterMX  tfte 
liberties  of  Warwick,  how  she  was  *  perimMt  barbarm 
Zogu«/<c'"  ^ 
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'  **TbeQiieai  whispered  to  lltmf  said  Blount,  in  a 
tdnd  of  soliloquy;  '*Good  God,  to  what  will  this 
world  come!" 

His  farther  meditations  were  interrupted  by  a  shout 
of  applause  from 'the  multitude,  so  tremendously  Tod- 
ferous,  that  the  country  echoed  for  miles  round.  The 
euards,  thickly  stationed  upon  the  road  by  which ^the 
liueen  was  to  advancci  caught  up  the  acclamation, 
which  ran  like  wildfire  to  the  Castle,  and  announced 
to  all  withm,  that  Queen  Elizabeth  had  entered  the 
Royal  Chase  of  Kenilworth.  The  whole  music  of 
the  Castle  sounded  at  once,  and  a  round  of  artillery, 
with  a  salvo  of  small  arms,  wns  discharged  from  the 
battlements;  but  the  noise  of  drums  and  trumpets, 
and  even  of  the  cannon  themselves,  was  but  faintly 
heard  amidst  the  roaring  and  reiterated  welcomes  of 
the  multitude. 

As  the  noise  began  to  abater  a  broad  glare  of  light 
was  seen  to  apoear  fron  the  gate  of  the  Park,  and, 
broadening  and  brightening  as  it  came  nearer,  ad- 
vanced along  the  open  ^na  fair  avenue  that  led  to- 
wards the  Grfulery-tower ;  which,  as  we  have  already 
noticed,  was  lined  on  either  hand  by  the  retaincra  of 
the  Earl  of  Leicester.  The  word  was  passed  along 
the  Une,  "The  Queen!  The  Queen!  Silenca  and 
stand  fastf  Onward  came  the  cavalcade,  illumi- 
nated by  two  hundred  thick  ^axen  torchei^  in  the 
hands  of  as  many  horsemen,  which  cast  a  light  like 
that  of  broad  day  all  around  the  procession,  but  espe- 
cially on  the  principal  group,  of  which  the  Queen  her- 


with  peculiar  grace  and  dimity ;  and  in  the  whole  of 
her  stately  and  noble  carnage,  you  saw  the  daughter 
of  a  hundred  kings. 

The  ladies  of  the'  court,  who  rode  beside  her  Ma- 
jesty, had  taken  especial  care  that  their  own  external 
appearance  should  not  be  more  i^orious  than  their 
Tank  and  the  occanon  altogether  demanded,  so  that 
no  inferior  luminary  mi^bt  appear  to  approach  the 
orbit  of  royalty.  But  thar  personal  charms,  and  the 
ma^ificence  by  which,  under  every  prudential, re- 
•tnunt,  they  were  necessarily  distinguished,  exhibited 
them  as  the  very  flower  of  a  realm  so  far  famed  for 
splendour  and  beauty.  The  magnificence  of  the  cour- 
tiers free  f^om  such  .restraints  as  prudence  imposed 
on  the  ladies,  was  vet  more'unbounded. 

Leicester,  who  glittered  like  a  golden  imase  with 

twels  and  cloth  of  gold,  rode  on  her  Majestjns  right 
ind,  as  well  m  auahty  of  her  host,  as  other  Master 
of  the  Horse.  The  black  steed  which  he  mounted 
bad  not  a  single  white  hair  on  his  body,  and  was  one 
df  the  most  renowned  chargers  in  Europe,  having 
been  purchased  by  the  Earl  at  lai]ge  expense  for  this 
royal  occasion.  As  the  noble  anunal  chafed  at  the 
slow  pace  of  the  procession,  and,  arching  his  stately 
neck,  champed  on  the  silver  bits  which  restrained 
lum.  the  foam  flew  from  his  mouth,  and  specked  his 
'  well-formed  limbs  as  if  with  spots  of  snow.  The 
rider  well  became  the  high  place  which  he  held,  and 
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the  proud  steed  which  he  bestrode ;  for  no  man  in 
England,  or  perhaps  in  Europe,  was  more  perfect 
than  Dudley  in  horsemanship,  and  all  other  exercises 


belonging  to  his  quality.    He  was  bare-headed,  as 
» ail  the  courtiers  in  the  train ;  and  the  red  torch- 


tq^t  shone  upon  his  long  curled  tresses  of  daHc  hair, 
and  on  his  noble  features,  to  the  beauty  of  which  even 
the  severest  criticism  could  only  object  the  lordly 
fault,  as  it  may  be  termed,  of  a  fiotreaead  somewhat 
too  high.  On  that  proud  evening,  those  features  wore 
all  the  grateful  solicitude  of  a  subject,  to  show  him- 
self sensible  of  the  high  honour  which  the  Queen  was 
conferring  on  him,  and  all  the  pride  and  satisfaction 
whk^i  became  so  glorious  a  moment.  Yet,  though 
neither  ejre  nor  feature  betrayed  ai»^t,but  feelings 
which  suited  the  occasion,  some  ofthe  Earl's  per- 
sonal attendants  remarked  that  he  was  unusually 
pale,  and  they  expressed  to  each  other  their  fear  that 
Lewas  taking  more  fatigue  thaA  <?o>Tf«atwH  with  his 
health. 

Varaey  followed  dose  behind  his  master,  as  the 
itnucipaf  esquire  in  waiting,  and  had  charge  of  his 
"  's  black  velvet  bonnst,  garnished  with  a  oUsp 


of  diamonds,  and  surmounted  by  a  white  phmie.  Bs 
kept  his  eye  constantly  on  his  master  f  and,  lor  les- 
sons with  which  the  reader  is  not  unacquainted,  wa4 
among  Leicester's  numerous  dc^iendants,  the'o&e 
who  was  most  anxious  that  his  lord's  strength  and 
resolution  should  carry  hun  succecsfuUy  through  a 
day  so  agitating.  For  althoogh  Vam^y  was  one  cf 
the  few^the  very  few  moral  monsters,  who  contmw 
to  lull  to  sleep  the  remorse  of  their  own  bosomf,  and 
are  drogs^  u^to  moral  insensibility  by  atheisra,  si 
men  in  extreme  agony  are  lulled  by  opnmi,  yet  fas 
knew  that  in  the  breast  of  his  patron  there  was  al- 
ready awakened  the  fire  that,  is  never  quenched,  asd 
that  tiis  lord  felt,  amid  all  the  pomp  and  magnificence  | 
we  have  described,  the  gnawing  of  the  worm  that 
dieth  not.  Still,  however,  assured  as  Lord  Leicestv 
stood,  by  Vamey*8  own  intellig^ice^  that  his  Coon- 
tess  laboured  under  an  mdicpost tion  which  formed  an 
unanswerable  apologv  to  the  Queen  for  her  not  t]^ 
pearing  at  Kemiworth.  there  was  little  danger,  ha 
wily  retainer  thought,  that  a  man  so  ambitious  wbvld 
betray  himself  by  giving  way  to  any  external  weak- 
ness. 

The  train,  male  and  female,  who  attended  imme* 
diately  upon  the  Queen's  person,  were  of  oourse  of 
the  bravest  and  the  fairest—the  highest  bora  nobki^ 
and  the  wisest  counsellors,  of  that  distinguished  reisn, 
to  repeat  whose  names  were  but  to  weary  the  reader. 
Behind  came  a  long  crowd  of  knights  and  gentlemea, 
whose  rank  and  bnlh.  however  distingushed,  were 
thrown  into  shade,  as  their  persons  into  the  rear  of  a 
procession,  whose  front  was  of  such  august  majesty.    • 

Thus  marshalled,  the  cavalcade  approschea  toe 
Gallery-tower,  which  fbrmed,  as  we  nave  often  ob- 
served, the  extreme  barrier  of  the  Castle. 

It  was  IV)  w  the  part  ofthe  huge  porter  to  step  fo^ 
ward;  but  the  lubbard  was  so  overwhelmed  with 
confusk)n  of  spirit,— the  contents  of  one  immenit 
black  jack  of  double  ale,  which  he  had  just  drank  to 
quicken  his  memory,  having  treacherously  confused 
the  brain  it  was  intended  to  clearj— that  he  onl> 
groaned  piteousiy,  and  remained  sittmg  on  his  stoM 
seat ;  and  the  Queen  would  have  passed  on  withoii 
greeting,  had  not  the  gigantic  warder's  secret  al|f 
Flibbertigibbet,  ^o  lay  perdue  behind  him,  thrunt  i 
phi  into  the  rear  of  the  short  femoral  garment  whk^ 
we  elsewhere  described. 

The  porter  uttered  a  sort  of  a  yell^  which  came  soj 
amiss  mto  his  part,  started  up  with  his  club,  asd 
dealt  a  sound  douse  or  two  on  each  side  of  him ;  aad 
then,  like  a  ooach-horae  pricked  by  the  spur,  started 
off  at  once  mto  the  fhll  career  of  bis  addrem,  and  by 
dint  of  active  prompting  on  the  part  of  Dickie  Sludge, 
delivered,  in  sounds  or  ^gantic  intonation,  a  apeeeh 
which  may  be  thus  abndiscd  ^— the  reader  bemg  lo 
suppose  that  the  first  lines  were  addressed  to  ue 
throng  who  approached  the  gateway;  the  conda- 
sion,  at  the  approach  of  the  Queen,  vthm  sight  <4 
whom,  as  struck  by  some  heavenly  vision,  the  gVB^. 
tic  warder  dropped  his  club,  resisfned  his  keys,  and 
gave  open  way  to  the  goddess  of  the  night,  and  all 
her  magnificent  train. 

"  What  ttir,  what  tunnoil,  have  yn  for  Uie  nonet  I 
Stand  back,  my  nuuiten,  or  twware  jov  bouei  i 
Sim,  I'm  a  warder,  and  no  man  of  straw, 
Mjr  Toioe  keepa  order,  and  m j  clid»  giTea  lanr. 

"  Yet  1011—1187,  etaj— what  viaion  have  we  hare 

Whatdaintf  darlins'i  ihi»-whatpeeriee«  poor! 

What  loveheat  Are,  that  lovina  ranks  euMd. 

Like  brishieet  diamond  ebaeea  in  rvreet  tola  ? 

Denied  and  blind,  nine  office  1  ronike. 

Mf  dub,  mr  key,  my  knee,  my  homafe  take. 

Bncht  perafon,  pan  on  in  joy  and  bL«  ;— 

liertmw  the  cata  that  opee  not  wioe  atanoha  siflrt  aa 
thhv**  , 

Elizabeth  received  most  graciously  the  homage^ 
the  Herculean  porter,  and,  pending  her  head  to  nun 
in  requital,  passed  through  his  guataled  tower,  trwi 
the  top  01  which  was  poured  a  clamorous  blast  w 
warlike  music,  which  was  replied  to  by  other  bsndi 
of  minstrelsy  placed  at  different  points  on  the  Cssde  ^ 
•  This  la  an  imitation  of  Gaeeoirne'a  verses  epokee  by  *• 
Herralean  porter,  as  mentioned  In  the  text  The  onfieal  mr 
be  fobnd  in  the  repoblioation  of  Um  Priiioely  Pleaaami  orKae- 
Uworth,  by  Uie  aame  auUior,  in  the  liiatoiy  of  JyaaUwflita* 
'    Cliiswiek.MII 
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walls,  and  by  othert  again  stationed  in  the  Chase; 
while  the  tones  of  the  one,  as  they  yet  vibrated  on 
the  echoes,  were  caught  up  and  answered  by  new 
harmony  from  different  quarters. 

Amidst  these  biursts  of  music,  which,  asif  the  work 
of  enchantment,  seemed  now  close  at  iiand,  now 
softened  hv  distant  space,  now  wailing  so  low  and 
sweet  as  it  that  distance  were  g^raduallv  prolonged 
until  only  the  last  lingering  strams  could  reach  ihe 
ear,  Q^ieen  Elizabeth  crossed  the  Gallery-tower,  and 
came  upon  the  long  bridge,  which  extended  from 
thence  to  Mortimer's  Tower,  and  which  was  already 
as  light  as  day,  so  many  torches  had  been  ^tened 
to  the  palisades  on  either  side.  Most  of  the  nobles 
here  alighted,  and  sent  their  horses  to  the  ndighbour- 
iag  ▼illage  of  Eenilworth,  following  the  Queen  on 
fiwt,  as  old  the  gentlemen  who  had  stood  in  array  to 
Deceive  her  at  the  Gallery- tower. 

On  this  occasioiL  as  at  different  times  during  the 
evening,  Raleixh  addressed  himself  to  Tressilian,  and 
was  not  a  little  surpzised  at,  his  vague  and  unsatis- 
&ctory  answers;  which,  joined  to  his  leavinjg  his 
apartment  without  any  assigned  reason,  appeanng  in 
an  midress  when  it  was  likely  to  be  onensive  to  the 
Ctueen,  and  some  other  symptoms  of  irregularity 
wh»ch  he  thought  he  discovered,  led  him  to  doubt 
whether  his  friend  did  not  labour  under  some  tempo- 
rary derangement 

Meanwhile,  the  Queen  had  no  sooner  stepped  on 
the  bridge  than  a  new  spectacle  was  provided ;  for 
as  soon  as  the  music  gave  signal  that  she  was  so  far 
advanced^  a  raft,  so  disposea  as  to  resemble  a  small 
floating  island,  illuminated  by  a  great  variety  of 
torches,  and  surrounded  by  floating  pageants  formed 
totepresent  sea-horses,  on  which  satTntons,  Nereids, 
and  other  fabulous  deities  of  the  seas  and  rivers, 
nade  its  appearance  upon  the  lake,  and,  issuing  from 
behind  a  small  heronry  where  it  had  been  concealed, 
ioated  gently  towards  the  farther  end  of  the  bridge. 

On  the  islet  appeared  a  beautiful  woman,  clad  m 
a  watchet-colouied  silken  mantle,  bound  with  a  broad 
girdle,  inscribed  with  characters  like  the  phylacteries 
of  the  Hebrews.  Her  feet  and  arms  were  bare^  but 
her  Mrrists  and  ankles  were  adorned  with  gold  brace- 
lets of  uncommon  size.  Amidst  her  long  silky  black 
hair,  she  wore  a  crown  or  chaplet  of  artificial  mistle- 
toe, and  bore  in  her  hand  a  rod  of  ebonv  tipped  with 
silver.  Two  nymphs  attended  on  her,  dressed  in  the 
tame  antique  and  mystical  guise. 

The  pageant  was  so  well  managed,  that  this  Lady 
of  the  Floating  Island,  having  pcrtbrmed  her  voyage 
with  much  picturesque  effect,  landed  at  Mortimers 
Tower  with  her  two  attendants,  just  as  Elizabeth 
presented  herself  before  that  outwork.  The  stranjger 
then,  in  a  well-penned  speech,  announced  herselfas 
that  famous  Lady  of  the  Lnka  renowned  in  the  sto- 
ries of  King  Arthur  who  had  nursed  the  youth  of 
the  redoubted  Sir  Lancelot,  and  whose  beauty  had 
proved  too  powerful  both  for  the  wisdom  and  the 
spells  of  the  mighty  Merlin.  Since  that  eariyperiod 
she  had  remained  possessed  of  her  crystal  dominions, 
she  said,  despite  the  various  men  of  fame  and  might 
hy  whom  Kenil worth  had  been  successively  tenanted. 
The-  Saxons,  the  Danes,  the  Normans,  the  Saint- 
lowes.  the  Clintons,  the  Mountforts,  the  Mortimers, 
ibe'Piantfsenets,  great  though  they  were  in  arms 
and  magnificence,  had  never,  she  said,  caused  her  |o 
raise  her  head  from  the  waters  which  hid  her  crystal 

Glace.  But  a  greater  than  all  these  great  names 
d  now  sppeared,  and  she  came  in  homage  and  dutv 
to  welcome  the  peerless  EliTabcth  to  all  sport,  which 
ibe  Castle  and  its  environs,  which  lake  or  land,  could 
afibrd. 

The  Qneen  Eeceived  this  address  also  with  great 
ettnriesy,  and  made  answer  in  raillery,  "We  thought 
this  lake  had  belonged  to  our  own  dominions,  fair 
^nie:  but  since  so  famed  a  lady  claims  jt  for  hers, 
we  wul  be  glad,  at  some  other  time,  to  have  farther 
communing  with  you  touching  our  Joint  interests." 

With  this  gracious  answer  the  Lady  of  the  Lake 
vanished,  and  Arion,  who  was  amongst  the  maritime 
deities,  appeared  upon  his  dolphin.  But  Lambourne, 
who  hail  taken  uoon  him  the  part  in  the  absence  of 
Wavland,  being  chilled  with  vmainiog  immersed  in 


an  element  to  woich  he  was  not  friendly,  bavmi 
never  got  his  speech  by  heart,  and  not  having,  luM 
the  porter,  the  advantage  of  a  promoter,  paid  U  on 
with  impudence,  tearing  off  his  vizaro,  and  swearing^ 
"Cogs  bones  I  be  was  none  of  Ariofl  or  Orion  eithei^ 
.but  honest  Mike  Lambourne,  that  had  been  drinking 
her  Migesty's  health  from  morning  till  midnight,  and 
was  come  to  bid  her  heartily  welcome  to  B^emlwoitk 
Caede," 

This  unpremeditated  buf!bonery  answere4  the  pur- 
pose probably  better  than  the  set  speech  would  have 
done.  The  Queen  laughed  heartily,  and  swore  (ia 
her  turn)  that  he  had  made  the  best  speech  she  had 
heard  that  day.  Lambourne,  who  instantly  saw  his 
jest  had  saved  his  bones,  jumped  on  shore,  gave  1 ' 
dolphin  a  kick,  and  declared  he  would  never  meC 
with  fish  again,  except  at  dinner. 

At  the  same  time  that  the  Queen  was  about  to 
enter  the  Castle,  that  memorable  discharge  of  fire- 
works by  water  and  land  took  place,  which  Master 
Laneham.  formerly  introduced  to  the  reader,  has 
strained  all  his  eloquence  to  describe. 

**  Such,"  says  the  Clerk  of  the  Council-chamber 
door,  "  was  the  blaze  of  burning  darts,  the  gleams  of 
stars  coruscant,  the  streams  and  hail  of  fiery  sparks^ 
lightnings  of  wildfire,  and  flight-shot  of  thunder- 
bolts, with  continuance,  terror,  and  vehemency,  that 
the  heavens  thimdered,  the  waters  surged,  and  tha 
earth  shook ;  and  for  my  part,  hardy  as  I  am,  it 
made  me  very  vengeably  afraid."* 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 

Naf,  tbia  fi  Butter  for  Uie  month  of  Mareb, 
When  haraa  am  naddeat    Eitliar  apaalc  in  naaoa, 
Oivinf  cold  arfuniant  Um  wallof  paMion. 
Or  I  break  up  um  dwit— Beaumont  and  TUtdur. 

It  is  by  no  means  our  purpose  to  detail  minutely 
all  the  princely  festivities  of^  Kenilworth,  after  the  '' 
fashion  of  Master  Robert  Lanehom,  whom  we  quoted 
in  the  conclusion  of  the  last  chapter.  It  is  sufficient 
to  say,  that  imder  discharge  of  the  splendid  fire* 
works,  which  we  have  borrowed  Laneham*s  elo- 
quence to  describe,  the  Queen  entered  the  base-court 
of  Kenil  worth,  through  Mortinier's  Tower,  and  mo- 
ving on  through  pageants  of  heathen  gods  and  he- 
roes of  antiquity,  who  offered  gifts  and  compUments 
on  the  bended  knee,  at  length  found  her  way  to  ths 
great  hall  of  the  Castle,  gorgeously  hung  for  her  re- 
ception with  the  richest  silken  tapestry,  misty  widi 
perfumes,  and  sounding  to  strains  ot  soft  and  deli- 
cious music  From  the  highly  carved  oaken  roof 
hung  a  superb  chandeUer  of  gilt  bronze^  formed  lika 
a  spread  eagle,  whose  outstretched  wings  supported 
three  male  and  three  female  figures,  grasping  a  paor 
of  branches  in  each  hand.  The  hall  was  thus  dlami- 
nated  by  twenty-four  torches  of  wax.  At  the  \xppm 
end  of  the  ^lendid  apartment  was  a  state  ^canopy, 
overshadowing  a  royal  throne,  and  beside  it  was  a 
door,'  which  opened  to  a  long  suite  of  apartmentSi 
decorated  with  the  utmost  magnificence  for  the 
Queen  and  herjadies,  whenever  it  should  be  hsv 
pleasure  to  be  private. 

The  Eari  of  Leicester  having  handed  the  Queea 
up  to  her  thron&  and  seated  b^  there,  knelt  down 
before  her,  and  kissing  the  hand  which  she  held  ouU 
with  an  air  in  which  romantic  and  respectful  gai 
Ian  try  was  happUy  mingled  with  the  air  of  loyal  de  ■ 
votion,  he  thanked  her,  m  terms  of  the  deepest  grati 
tude,  for  the  highest  honour  which  a  sovereign  could 
render  to  a  subject.  So  hsndsome  did  he  look  when 
kneeb'ng  before  her,  that  Elizabeth  was  tempted  to 
prolong  the  scene  a  little  longer  than  there  was, 

*  See  Laoeham'a  Aoeount  of  the  Queen'a  EntertainiiMnt  ai 
Kiliinsrworth  CMtle,  in  1575,  a  vory  divertiof  tract,  written  br 
a»  irreat  a  coxcomb  at  ever  blotted  paper.  (See  note  to  eh.  xvii., 
p.  01.)  The  oririoal  i*  extremely  rare,  but  it  baa  been  twice  re* 

I)rinted  ;  once  m  Mr.  NtcholM's  very  euriotti  and  intereatiny  col* 
ection  of  the  Profreasei  and  Public  ProocMionc  of  Queen  ElU 
zahith,  vol.  i.  ;  and  more  lately  in  a  beautiful  antiquarian  pvbli* 
cation  termed  Kenilworth  JUustrafed,  printed  at  Chiswick,  for 
Mcridow  or  Coventry,  and  Radcliffe  of  Birmingham,  tt  eon- 
tntns  reprint*  of  Laneham'a  Letter,  Gascoigne'i  Princelv 
Pruirreas.  and  other  scarce  piecen,  annotated  with  accuracy  aoa 
ability.  The  author  take*  the  liberty  to  rererto  thia  work  «• 
hid  authority  for  tha  account  of  the  ftativitiaa. 
9» 
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K.  necessity  Ibr:  and  ere  she  raised 

^ Tner  hand  over  nis  head,  so  near,  as 

St  to  touch  his  long  curled  and  perfumed  hair, 

Old  with  a  morement  of  fondness,  that  seemed  to 
intimate  she  would,  if  she  dared,  have  made  the  mo- 
U6n  a  slight  caress.* 

She  at  length  raised  him,  and,  standing  beside  the 
tfnnone,  heexpiamed  to  ho-  the  various  preparntiona 
which  had  been  made  for  her  amusement  and  ac- 
eoromodation,  all  of  which  received  her  prompt  and 

Sacious  approbation.  The  Earl  then  prayed  her 
ajesty  for  permission,  that  he  himsem  and  the 
nobles  who  had  been  jn  attendance  npon  ner  during 
fhe  journey,  might  retire  for  a  few  minutes,  and  put 
themselves  into  a  gmse  more  fitting  for  dutifai  at- 
tendance, during  which  space,  those  gentlemen  of 
worship,  (pointing  to  Vanney,  Blount,  Itessilian,  and 
Mhers,)  who  had  alreadv  put  themselves  into  fresh 
atfxre,  would  have  the  honour  of  keepmg  her  pre- 
ience-cbamber. 

**  Be  it  so,  my  lord,"  answmd  the  Queen;  "you 
oould  manage  a  theatre  well,  who  can  thus  command 
«  double  set  of  actors.    For  ourselves,  we  will  re- 

a've  jrour  courtesies  this  evening  but  downishly, 
jce  It  is  Dot  our  purpose  to  change  our  ridin^g  attire, 
being  in  eflfect  something  futigaea  with  a  journey, 
which  the  concourse  of  our  good  people  hath  render- 
ed slow,  though  the  love  they  have  shown  our  person 
hnth^  at  the  same  time,  made  it  delightful." 

Leicester,  having  received  this  permission,  retired 
accordingly,  and  was  followed  by  those  nobles  who 
had  attended  the  Queen  to  Kenilworth  in  person. 

The  gentlemen  who  had  preceded  them,  and  were 
of  course  dressed  for  the  solemnity,  remained  in  at- 
tendanoB.  But  being  most  of  them  of  rather  inferior 
rank,  thex  remainea  at  an  awful  distance  fh)m  the 
throne  wmch  Elizabeth  occupied.  The  Queen's  sharp 
eye  soon  diatinguishod  Raleigh  amongst  them,  with 
one  or  two  othere  who  were  personally  known  to 
MfT  and  she  instantly  made  them  a  sign  to  approach, 
and  accosted  them  very  graciously.  Raleigh,  in  par- 
ticular, the  adventure  oTwhose  cloak,  as  well  as  the 
incident  ot  the  verses,  remained  on  ner  mind,  was 
very  graciouslv  received;  and  to  htm  she  most  fre- 
quoitly  applied  for  information  concemmg  the  names 
and  rank  of  those  who  were  in  presence.  These  he 
communicated  oonciaely.  and  not  without  some  traita 
M"  humorous  satire,  by  which  Eliwibeth  seemed  much 
amused.  "And  who  is  yonder  clownish  fellow  T* 
the  said,  looking  at  Tressiiian,  whose  soiled  dress  on 
this  occasion  ^atly  obscured  his  mod  mien. 

"  A  poet,  if  It  please  your  Grace,"  replied  Raldgh. 

**I  might  have  guessed  that  from  his  careless  garb," 
iftid  Elizabeth.  "I  have  known  some  poets  so 
Aonghtlese  as  tc  throw  their  cloaks  into  gutters." 

"It  must  have  been  when  the  sun  dazzled  both 
Aflir  eyes  and  their  judgment,"  answered  Raleigh. 

Elisabeth  smiled,  and  proceeded,—"!  asked  that 
ilovenly  fellow's  name,  and  you  only  told  me  his 
profession." 

"  Tressiiian  is  bis  name,"  said  Raleigh,  with  inter- 
Aal  reluctance,  for  he  foresaw  nothing  favourable  to 
his  friend  Xrom  the  manner  in  which  she  took  notice 
«rhim. 

**Tree8irianl"  answered  EIrKabeth.  "O,  the  Me- 
nelaus  of  our  romance.  Why,  he  has  dressed  him- 
self in  a  guise  that  will  go  far  to  exculpate  his  fair 
and  false  Helen.  And  where  is  Farnham.  or  what- 
ever his  name  is— my  Lord  of  Leicesters  man,  I 
mean— the  Paris  of  this  Devonshire  tale?" 

With  still  greater  reluctance  Raleigh  named  end 
pointed  out  to  her  Vamey,  for  whom  the  tailor  had 
cone  all  that  art  oould  perform  in  making  his  exte- 
lior  agreeable;  and  who,  if  he  had  not  grace,  had  a 


*  To  jQMtify  what  may  be  eoosidered  as  a  hifh-eolonred  pie- 
core,  the  aotnor  qaotea  the  ori^oal  of  the  cnurtly  and  ithrewd 
ffir  Jame«  Melville,  beioff  then  Queen  Mary'f  envoy  at  Uie 


Court  of  London 
"^  I  was  rpqaired_, 


'  Mijfii  8tr  James,  **  to  star  till  I  had  seen  him 


t  WHS  ii-Muiiwi^     miff  c7ii  viiiucn,       w  nuiT  uii  ■  iiau  •«;imi  iiiiii 

Kde  Carle  of  Letcealer,  and  Bar^n  of  Denbigh,  witli  ea*at  so- 
initr  ;  hersorf  (Elizabeth)  helpiiit  to  put  on  fiis  ceremonial, 
be  sitlinc  on  his  knees  l>erore  her.  keepinf  a frvat  fravity  and 
a  oisen>et  bel<a\'iour ;  but  she  could  nut  reff&in  from  pottin;li«r 
dand  to  his  nocc  *o  kittle  (f.  e.  tickle)  him,  smilineijr.  the  French 
Ambassador  and  I  kCandmf  beside  lMX."^MKLWiuja: 8 Memoirs, 
Uaiiaa:trw  EdUtmi,  p.  ISO. 


mte  iLari  was  now  appareiiea  an  m  wrni^ 
teing  of  vrhite  velvet ;  his  understocks 
S)  of  knit  silk :  bis  upper  stocks  of  whitt 
with  cloth  or  silver,  which  was  shown 


sort  of  tact  and  habitnal  knowledge  of  bieediiig, 
which  came  in  place  of  it. 

The  Queen  turned  her  eye  from  the  one  to  the 
other—"  I  doubt^'  she  said,  '^'this  same  poetieal  Mas- 
ter Tressiiian,  who  is  too  learned,  I  warrsnt  me,  to 
remember  what  presence  he  was  to  appear  in,  mcf 
be  one  of  those  of  whom  Gteoffrey  Chaucer  says  wit- 
tily, the  wisest  clerks  are  not  the  wisest  men.  I  rft- 
member  that  Varney  Lb  a  smooth-tongued  varlet.  I 
doubt  this  fair  runaway  hath  had  reasons  for  breaks 
ing  her  faith." 

Tn  this  Raleigh  durst  make  no  answer,  awsrehow 
little  he  should  benefit  TressQian  by  contradicting  tht 
Queen's  sentiments,  and  not  at  all  certain,  on  the 
whole,  whether  the  best  thing  that  could  befall  him, 
would  not  be  that  she  should  put  an  end  at  once  by 
her  authority  to  this  affair,  upon  which  it  seemed  te 
him  Tressihan's  thoughts  were  fixed  with  unavailiog 
and  distressing  j)ernnacity.  As  these  reflectioag 
passed  through  his  active  brain,  the  lower  door  wit 
opened,  and  Leicester  accompanied  by  several  of  hif 
kinsmen,  and  of  the  nobles  who  had  embraced  bir 
faction,  re-entered  the  Castle-hall. 

The  fttvomite  Earl  was  now  apparelled  all  m  wbit^ 
his  ^oes  being 
(or  stockings)  oi 

velvet  lined  with  <. _ 

at  the  slashed  part  of  the  middle  thio[h ;  his  doublet 
of  cloth  of  silver,  the  close  jerkin  of  white  velvet,  em- 
broidered with  silver  and  seed-pearl,  his  gmlle  and 
the  scabbard  of  his  sword  of  white  velvet  vnih  golden 
buckles :  his  poniard  and  sword  hilted  and  mounbea 
with  gold ;  and  over  all,  a  rich  loose  robe  of  whitf 
satin,  with  a  border  of  golden  embroidery  a  foot  io 
breadth.  The  collar  of  the  Garter,  and  the  azurt 
Garter  itself  around  his  knee,  completed  the  appoint; 
raents  of  the  Earl  of  Leicester;  which  were  so  weff 
matched  by  his  iair  stature,  gracefVd  gesture,  fiat 
proportion  of  bod v,  and  handsome  countenance,  that 
St  that  moment  ne  was  admitted  by  all  who  sa* 
him,  as  the  goodliest  person  whom  they  had  ent 
looked  upon.  Sussex  and  the  other  nobles  were^ 
richly  attired,  but,  in  point  of  splendour  and  gnicefir 
ness  of  mien,  Leicester  far  exceeded  them  all. 

Elizabeth  received  him  with  great  complacep. 
"We  have  one  piece  of  roytA  justice,"  she  snid,  * 
attend  to.  It  is  a  piece  of  justice,  too,  which  interetf 
us  as  a  woman,  as  well  as  in  thecharacterof  moiM 
and  guardian  or  the  English  people." 

An  involuntary  shudder  came  over  Leicester,  um 
bowed  low,  expressive  of  his  readiness  .to  receive  bei 
royal  commands ;  and  a  similar  cold  fit  came  onra 
Vamey,  whose  eyes  (seldom  during  that  evening  re* 
moved  from  his  patron)  instantly  perceived,  from  tw 
change  in  his  looks,  slight  as  that  was,  of  what  the 
Qiietiu  was  speaking.  But  Leicester  had  vroupj 
his  resolution  up  to  the  point  which,  in  his  crooked 
policy,  he  judged  necesearj'j  and  when  EliiaMh 
added— "It  is  of  the  matter  of  Vamey  andTrrssig? 
we  speak— is  the  lady  in  presence,  my  lord  T  H  J 
answer  wss  ready ;—   Gracious  madam,  ehe  is  not. 

Elizabeth  bent  ner  brows  and  compressed  her  lips. 
"  Our  ordere  were  strict  and  positive,  my  lord,"  *'■• 
her  answer .     , 

"And  should  have  been  obeyed,  good  myhege, 
replied  Leicester,  "  had  they  been  expressed  in  iM 
form  of  the  lightest  wi.«h.  But— Varaej',  strp  «»*• 
ward— this  gentleman  will  infomi  vour  Grace  oftM 
cause  why  the  lady"  (he  could  not  force  his  rebcllioui 
tongue  to  utter  the  words— Aw  loi/c)  "  cannot  atuna 
on  vour  royal  presence." 

Varney  advance!,  and  pleaded  with  reqdm^s^ 
what  indeed  he  firmly  believed,  we  obsoluie  incapa* 
city  of  tlie  party  (for  neither  did  nc  dare,  in  LeIctPter  * 
presence,  term  her  his  wife)  to  wait  on  ner  Grace. 

"Here,"  said  he,  "are  aitestations  from  »  niosl, 
learned  phymcian,  whose  skill  and  honour  are  wea 
known  to  my  good  Lord  of  Leicester;  and  from  aj 
honest  and  devout  nrotpstant,  a  man  of  credit  a»J 
substance,  one  Anthony  Foster,  the  gentleman  js 
whose  house  she  is  at  present  bestowed,  that  ?ne  now 
labours  under  an  illness  which  altdgeiher  unhts  nrt| 
for  ruch  a  journey  as  betwixt  this  Castle  sua  tnf 
neighbourhood  ofOzfdhL** 
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"T%i4  alters  the  mAtter,"  said  the  dueen,  taking 
die  ccrdficatea  ill  her  hand,  and  glancing  at  rheir 
contenta— "  Let  Tresailian  come  forward.— Master 
Troasilian,  we  have  much  sympathy  for  your  situation, 
the  rather  that  you  seem  to  nave  set  your  heart  deeply 
on  this  Amy  Robsart,  or  Varney.  Our  power,  thanks 
to  God.  and  the  willing  obedience  of  a  loving  people, 
is  worth  much,  but  there  are  some  things  which  it 
cannot  compass.  We  cannot,  for  example,  command 
>  the  afiections  of  a  giddy  young  girl,  or  make  her  love 
sense  and  learning  oetter  than  a  courtier's  fine  dou- 
blet ;  and  we  cannot  control  sickness,  with  which  it 
teems  this  lady  is  afflicted,  who  may  not,  by  reason 
of  such  infirmity,  attend  our  court  here,  as  we  had 
required  her  tQ  do.  Here  are  the  testimonials  of  the 
physidan  who  hath  her  under  his  charge,  and  the 
fentleaxan  in  whose  houae  she  resides,  so  setting 

"Under  your  Majesty's  fiivour,"  said  Tresailian 
hastily,  and,  in  his  alarm  for  the  consequence  .of  the 
imposition  practised  on  the  Queen,  forgetting,  in  part 
It  Wst,  his  own  promise  to  Amy,  **  these  certificates 
qpeak  not  the  truth." 
•  **  How,  sir  I"  said  the  Queen,—**  Xmpeach  my  Lord 
of  Leicester's  veracity !  But  you  shall  have  a  fair 
bearing.  In  our  presence  the  meanest  of  our  subjects 
dialt  be  heard  against  tlie  proudest,  and  the  least 
kaown  against  the  most  favoured ;  therefore  you 
shall  be  heard  faHy.  but  beware  you  speak  not  with- 
out a  warrant !  Take  these  certificates  in  your  own 
hand ;  look  at  them  carefully,  and  say  manfully  if 
yoa  impugn  die  truth  of  them,  and  upon  what 
e?ideace.'*^ 

As  the  Queen  epoke,  his  promise  and  all  its  conse- 
qfUDces  rushed  on  the  mind  of  the  unfortunate  Tres- 
B&an,  and  while  it  controlled  his  natural  inclination 
to  pronounce  that  a  falsehood  which  he  knew  from 
^K  evidence  of  his  senses  to  be  untrue,  gave  an  inde- 
diKMi  and  hresolution  to  his  a|)pearance  and  utter- 
SflOEL  which  made  strongly  against  him  in  the  mind 
oTEIizabeth,  as  well  db  oralfwho  beheld  him.    He 
Offned  the  papers  over  and  over,  as  if  he  had  been  au 
Niiot,   incapahle  of  comprehending  their  contents. 
The  Q^ueenV  Impatience  hegan  to  oecome  visible.— 
"T.ou  are  a  scholar,  sir,"  she  said,  "and  of  some 
note,  as  I  have  heard ;  yet  you  seem  wondroua  slow 
a  reading  text  hand— How  say  you,  are  these  cer- 
tificates true  or  no  7" 

^TMadam,"  said  Tressilian,  with  obvious  embar- 
rassment and  hesitation,  anxious  to  avoid  admitting 
evidence  which  he  might  afteswards  have  reason  to 
confute,  yet  Cfilially  desirous  to  keep  his  word,  to 
Amy.  and  to  give  her,  as  he  had  promised,  qiace  to 

8 lead  her  own  cause  m  her  own  way—"  Madam— 
fodam,  your  Grace  calls  on  me  to  admijt  evidence 
which  ought  to  be  proved  valid  by  those  who  found 
their  defence  upon  it'* 

•*  Why,  Tressilian,  thou  art  critical  as  well  as  poeti- 
cal," said  the  Queen,  bending  on  him  a  brow  of  dis- 
pleasure ;  "  methinks  these  writings,  beuig  produced 
m  the  presence  of  the  noble  Earl  to  whom  this  Castle 
;  pertains,  and  his  honour  being  appealed  to  as  the 
;  guarantee  of  their  authenticity,   might  be  evidence 
enough  for  thee.    But  since  thou  lists  to  be  so  formal 
—Varney,  or  rather  my  Lord  of  Leicester,  for  the 
affair  becomes  yours,"  (these  words,  though  siK)ken 
at  random,  thrilled  through  the  Earl's  marrow  and 
bones,)  "  what  evidence  have  you  as  touching  these 
certificates  T* 
I      Varney  hastened  to  reply,  preventing  Leicester,— 
;    '  So  please  your  Majesty,  my  young  Lord  of  Oxford, 
;    who  is  here  in  presence,  knows  Itfaster  Anthony 
!    Foster's  hand  and  his  character." 

The  Earl  of  Oxford,  a  young  unthrift,  whom  Pos- 
I  ter  had  more  than  once  accommodated  with  loans 
'\  on  usurious  interest,  acknowledged,  on  this  appeal, 
that  he  knew  him  as  a  wealthy  and  independent 
franklin,  supposed  to  be  worth  much  money,  and 
Tenfied  the  certificate  produced  to  be  his  hand- 
writing. ^ 

"And  w^o  speaks  to  thjs  Doctor's  certificate?" 
ind  the  Queen.    "  Alasco,  methinks,  is  his  name." 
jKasters.  her  Majesty's  physician,  (not  the  less 
tiUingly  that  he  remembered. nis  rq;»tdse  from  Say*.! 


Court,  and  thought  that  his  pieaent  testhnony  might 
grating  Leicester,  and  mortify  the  Earl  of  Sussex 
and  fais  faction,)  acknowledged  he  had  more  than 
once  consulted  M-ith  Doctor  Alasco^  and  spoke  of 
him  as  a  man  of  extraordinary  learmng  and  hiddea 
acquirements,  though  not  altogether  in  the  regular 
course  of  practice.  The  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  Lord 
Leicester's  brother-in-law,  and  the  old  Countess  of 
Rutland,  next  sang  his  praises,  and  both  remembered 
the  thin  beautiful  Italian  hand  in  which  he  was  wont 
to  write  his  receipts,  and  which  corresponded  to  tha 
certificate  produced  as  his. 

"And  now^  I  trust,  Master  Tressilian,  this  matter 
is  ended,"  said  the  Queen.  "  We  will  do  something 
ere  the  night  is  older  to  reconcile  old  Sir  Hugh  RoIh 
sart  to  the  match.  You  have  done  your  duty  soma- 
thuig  more  than  bokUy ;  but  we  were  no  women  had 
we  not  compassion  for  the  wounds  which  true  love 
deals;  so  we  forrave  your  audacity,  and  your  un- 
cleansed  boots  wioial,  which  have  well  nigh  over* 
powered  my  Lord  of  Leicester's  perfumes." 

So  spoke  Elizabeth,  whose  nicety  of  scent  was  ona 
of  the  characteristics  of  her  organization,  as  appeared 
long  afterwards  when  she  expelled  Essex  from  her 
presence,  on  a  charge  against  his  boots  similar  to 
that  which  she  now  expressed  against  those  of  Traa* 
silian. 

But  Tressilian  had  by  this  time  collected  htmaeUl 
astonished  as  he  had  at  first  been  by  the  audacity  of 
the  falsehood  so  feasibly  supporteo,  and  placed  in 
array  against  the  evidence  of  his  own  eyea  Hi^ 
rushed  forward,  kneeled  down,  and  caught  the  ^eeq 
by  the  skirt  (A  her  robe.  **As  you  are  Chnstian 
woman,"  he  said,  "madam,  as  you  are  crowned 
Queen,  to  do  equal  justice  among  your  subjecta— aa 
you  hope  yourself  to  have  fair  hearing  (wmch  (Sod 
grant  you)  at  that  last  bar  at  which  we  must  all 
plead,  grant  me  one  small  request  1  Decide  not  this 
matter  so  hastily.  Give  me  but  twenty-four  homV 
interval,  and  I  wilL  at  the  end  of  that  brief  spacer 
produce  evidence  which  will  show  to  demonstration! 
that  these  certificate  which  state  this  unhappy  ladr 
to  be  now  ill  at  ease  in  Oxfordshire,  are  false  as  hell  f" 

"  Let  go  my  train,  sir  I"  said  Elizabeth,  who  was 
startied  at  his  vehemence,  though  she  had  too  much 
of  lion  in  her  to  fear  i  "  the  fellow  must  be  distraught 
—Chat  witty  knave,  my  godson  Harrington,  must 
have  him  into  his  rhsrmea  of  Orlando  Funoso  !— 
And  yet,  by  this  light,  there  is  something  strange  vx 
the  vehemence  of  his  demand.— Speak,  Tressmans 
what  wilt  thou  do  i^  at  the  end  of  these  fbur-and- 
twenty  hours,  thou  canst  not  confute  a  fkct  so 
solemnly  proved  as  this  lady's  illness?" 

"X  will  lay  down  my  head  on  the  block,"  answered 
Tressilian. 

"  Pshaw !"  replied  the  Queen.  "  God's  light!  thoa 
speak'st  like  a  fool.  What  head  falls  in  England  but 
by  hist  sentence  of  English  law?— I  ask  thee,  man— 
if  thou  hast  sense  to  understand  me— wilt  Uiou,  if 
thou  shah  fail  in  this  improbable  attempt  of  thine^ 
render  me  a  good  and  sufficient  reason  why  thou 
dost  undertake  it  ?" 

Tressilian  paused,  and  again  hesitated;  because  ha 
felt  con\inced.  that  i^  withm  the  interval  demandoa. 
Amy  should  become  reconciled  to  her  husband,  ha 
would  in  fhat  case  do  her  the  worst  of  offices  by. 
ainin  ripping  up  the  Whole  circumstances  before 
Elizabeth,  and  showing  how  that  wise  and  jealoua 
princess  hjid  beefi  imposed  upon  by  false  (eetimoniala. 
The  consciousness  of  this  dulemma  renewed  his  ex- 
treme embarrassment  of  look,  voice,  and  manner ; 
he  hesitated,  looked  down,  and  on  the  Queen  repeat- 
ing her  question  with  a  stem  voice  and  flashing  eye, 
he  admitted  with  faltering  words,  "  That  it  might 
be— he  could  not  positively— that  is,  in  certain  events 
—explain  the  reasons  and  grounds  on  which  ha 
acted." 

"  Now.  by  the  soul  of  King.  Hcniy,"  said  tha 
Queen,  "  this  is  either  moonstruck  madness,  or  vwy 
knavery  I— Seest  thou,  Raleigh,  thy  friend  is  fax  too 
Pindanc  for  this  presence.  Have  him  away,  and 
make  us  quit  of  him,  or  it  shall  be  the  worse  for  him  • 
for  his  flights  are  too  unbridled  for  any  place  but 
Pamasaus,  or  Samt  I  uke's  •Hospital.     Bui  oouif 
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back  iiutantjy  thyself;  ^en  he  »  placed  under  fitting 
iwtraint.— -We  wish  we  had  seen  the  beauty  which 
could  make  such  havoc  in  a  wia^  man's  4)rain.** 

Treasilian  was  a^ain  endeayouring  to  address  the 
Queen,  when  Raleigh,  m  obedience  to  the  orders  he 
had  received,  interfered,  and  with  Bliiunt's  assistance, 
half  led.  half  forced  him  out  of  the  presence-chamber, 
where  ne  himself  indeed  began  to  'hink  his  appear- 
ance did  his  cause  more  harm  than  tfood. 

When  they  had  attained  the  ante«:namber,  Raleigh 
entreated  Bfount  to  see  Tressilian  safely  conducted 
into  the  apartments  allotted  to  the  Earl  of  Sussex's 
followers,  and,  if  necessary,  recommended  that  a 
guard  should  be  mounted  on  him. 

"  This  extravagant  passion  "  he  said,  "  and,  as  it 
would  seem,  the  news  of  the  lady's  illnese^  has 
utterly  wrecked  his  excellent  judgment.  But  it  will 
pass  away  if  he  be  kept  quiet.  Only  let  him  break 
forth  agam  at  no  rate ;  for  he  is  already  far  in  her 
Highness's  displeasure,  and  should  she  be  agftin  pro- 
voked, she  will  tind  for  him  a  worse  place  of  confine- 
ment, and  sterner  ke^ers." 

**I  judged  as  much  as  that  he  was  mad,"  said 
Nicholas  Blount,  looking  down  upon  his  own  cnmson 
Mockinga  and  yellow  roses,  "  whenever  I  saw  him 
wearing  yonder  damned  boots,  which  stunk  so  in 
her  nostHls.— I  will  but  see  him  stowed,  and  be  back 
with  you  presently.— But,  Walter,  did  the  Clueen  ask 
who  I  was  7— methought  she  glanced  an  eye  at  me." 

"Twenty— twenty  eye-glances  she  sent,  and  I  told 

her  all  how  thou  wert  a  brave  soldier,  and  a 

Bat  for  Gtod's  sake,  get  off  Tressilian !" 

**I  will— I  will,"  said  Blount;  "but  mcthinks  this 
oomt-hauntmg  is  no  such  bad  pastime,  aAer  all.  We 
shall  rise  by  it,  Walter,  my  brave  lad.  Thou  said'st 
1  was  a  good  soldier,  and  a— What  besides,  dearest 
Walter?" 

"An  all  unutterabIe--codshead.— For  God's  sake 
begone  I" 

Tressilian,  without  farther  resistance  or  expostula- 
tion, followed,  or  rather  sufiered  himself  to  he  con- 
ducted by  Blount  to  Raleigh's  lodgings,  where  he  was 
formally  mstal led  into  a  small  truckle-bed,  placed  in  a 
wardrobe,  and  designed  for  a  domestic.  He  saw  but 
too  plainly  that  no  remonstrances  would  avail  to 

f>rocure  the  help  or  sympathy  of  his  friends,  until  the 
apse  of  the  time  for  which  he  had  pledged  himself 
to  remain  inactive,  should  enable  him  either  to  ex- 
plain the  whole  circumstances  to  them,  or  remove 
from  him  every  pretext  or  desire  of  farther  inter- 
ference with  the  fortunes  of  Amy,  by  her  having 
found  means  to  place  herself  in  a  state  of  reconcilia- 
tion with  her  husband. 

With  great  diiliculty,  and  only  by  the  most  patient 
and  mild  remonstrances  with  Blount,  he  escaped  the 
disgrace  and  mortification  of  having  two  of  Sussex's 
stoutest  yeomen  quartered  in  his  apartment  ,At 
Suit,  however,  when  Nicholas  had  seen  him  fairly 
deposited  in  h  4  truckle-bed,  and  had  bestowed  one 
or  two  hearty  kicks,  and  as  hearty  curses,  on  the 
boots,  which,  in  his  lately  acquired  spirit  of  foppery, 
be  considered  as  a  strong  symptom,  if  not  the  cause 
of  his  friend's  malady,  he  contented  himself  with  the 
modified  measure  oflocking  the  door  on  the  unfor- 
tunate Tressilian;  whose  gallant  and  disinterested 
flfibrts  to  save  a  female  who  had  treated  him  with 
ingratitude,  thus  terminated,  for  the  present,  in  the 
displeasure  of  his  Sovereign,  and  the  conviction  of 
bis  firiends  that  he  was  little  better  than  a  madman. 


CHAPTER  XXXII. 

The  w{»Mt  Sorereiirm  err  like  nivate  men, 
And  royal  hand  has  ■ometimefllatd  Che  iwoid 
f  tf  chivalry  upon  ■  worthleM  »h(Hitder, 
Whieh  tieiter  had  been  branded  by  the  hameman. 
What  then  7— Kinn  do  Uieir  beiit-4nd  they  end  we 
KuA  aiMwer  for  the  intent,  and  not  the  event 

Otd  Ptay. 

•It  is  a , melancholjr  matter,"  said  the  dueen, 
wnen  Tressilian  was  withdrawn,  "to  see  a  wise  and 
learned  man's  wit  thus  pitifully  unsettled.  Yet  this 
C'liblic  display  of  his  imperfection  of  brairi  plainly 
shows  us  that  his  supposed  injury  and  accusation 
were  fnuCess;  and  therefore,  my  Lord  of  Leicester, 


we  remember  your  suit  formerly  made  to  us  in  behalf 
of  your  faithful  servant  Vamey,  whose  good  gifts  aod 
fidelity,  as  they  are  useful  to  you,  ought  to  nave  duo 
reward  from  us,  knowing  well  that  your  lordship,  and 
all  vou  have,  are  so  earnestly  devoted  to  our  service. 
And  we  render  Vamey  the  honour  more  especially, 
that  we  are  a  guest,  and  we  fear  a  chaigeaole  aiid 
troublesome  one,  under  your  lordship's  roof;  and  also 
for  the  satisfaction  of  the  good  old  Knight  of  Devon, 
Sir  Hugh  Robsart^  whose  daughter  he  hath  married; 
and  we  trust  the  especial  mark  of  grace  which  we 
are  about  to  confer,  may  reconcile  him  to  his  son-in- 
law.— Your  sword,  my  Lord  of  Leicester." 

The  Earl  unbuckled  his  sword,  and  taking  it  hj 
the  point,  presented  on  bended  knee  the  hilt  to  Eli- 
zabeth. 

She  took  it  slowly,  drew  it  from  the  scabbard^  anjl 
while  the  ladies  who  stood  around  turned  a^av  tbeff 
eyes  with  real  or  afiected  shuddering,  she  noted  with 
a  curious  eye  the  high  polish  and  rich  damasked  orna- 
ments upon  the  glittenng  blade. 

**  Had  I  been  a  man,"  she  said,  "  methmks  none  of 
my  ancestors  would  have  loved  a  good  swotd  better. 
As  it  is  with  me.  I  like  to  look  on  one,  and  could, 
like  the  Fairy,  or  whom  I  have  read  in  some  Italisn 
rhymes— were  my  godson  Harrington  here,  he  couM 
tell  me  the  passage*— even  trim  my  hair,  and  anann 
my  head-gear,  in  such  a  steel  mirror  as  this  is.— Ricn* 
ard  Varney,  come  forth  and  kneel  down.  In  the 
name  of  God  and  Saint  George,  we  dub  thceknishfl 
Be  Falthfiil,  Brave,  and  Fortunate.— Arise,  Sir  Rich- 
ard Vamey."^ 

Vamey  arose  and  retired,  making  a  deepobeiflanoe 
to  the  sovereign  who  had  done  him  so  much  honour. 

'*  The  buckling  of  the  spear,  and  what  other  rites 
remain,"  said  the  Queen,**  may  be  finished  to-morrow 
in  the  ehapel ;  for  we  intend  Sir  Richard  Vamey  a 
companion  in  his  honours.  And  as  we  must  not  be 
partial  in  conferring  such  distinction,  we  mean  on  tmi 
matter  to  confer  with  our  couun  of  Sussex."  • 

That  noble  Earl,  who  since  his  arrival  at  KenJ- 
worth,  and  indeed  since  the  commencement  of  thM 
Progress,  had  found  himself  in  a  subordinate  eitut* 
tion  to  Leicester,  was  now  wearing  a  heavy  cloud  « 
his  brow— a  circumstance  which  had  not  escaped  ibe 
Queen,  who  hoped  to  appease  his  discontent,  and  M 
follow  out  her  system  of  balancing  policy  by  a  mark 
of  peculiar  favour,  the  more  graiiiying  as  it  was  ten- 
dered at  a  moment  when  his  rivars  tnumph  appearol 
to  be  complete. 

At  the  summons  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  Sussex  has- 
tilv  approached  her  person;  and  being  asked  on 
which  of  his  followers,  being  a  gentleman  and  ot 
merit,  he  would  wish  the  honour  of  knighthood  to  ba 
conferred,  he  answered,  with  more  sincerity  than  po 
Key,  that  he  would  have  ventured  to  speak  for  Tn^- 
siUan,  to  whom  he  conceived  he  owed  his  own  luCi 
and  who  was  a  disriujguished  soldier  and  pcholtf* 
besides  a  man  of  unstsmed  lineage,  "  only,"  he  said. 

"  he  feared  the.  events  of  that  night" And  then 

he  stopped.  .. 

**  I  am  glad  your  lordship  is  thus  considerate,"  aan 
Elizabeth ;  "  the  events  of  this  night  would  makeua, 
in  the  eyes  of  our  subjects,  as  mad  as  thi^  poor  brain- 
sick gentleman  himself— for  we  ascribe  his  condact 
to  no  malice— should  we  choose  this  moment  to  do 
him  grace." 

*  The  incident  altuded  to  occun  in  the  poeni  of  Orlando  h- 
naamrato  of  Boiardo,  libro  iL  eanto  4,  atanta  Sft. 
**  Non  era  per  vootare,**  Ac 
It  may  be  rendered  thue  :— 
Am  then,  perehanoe,  nnfiaarded  wa«  the  tovrer, 
9o  entef'd  free  Ang1ant£'i  dBitntlein  knicht. 
No  monater  and  no  riant  cuard  the  bower 
In  whose  rere«  nnslinen  the  fairy  light, 
Robml  in  a  Ioom  cyniar  of  lily  white, 

And  on  her  lap  a  iword  6f  breodth  and  might. 
In  whoee  broad  blade,  at  in  a  mirror  briyhr. 

Like  maid  that  trim*  her  for  a  Aatal  night,  .  . . 

The  fairy  deck'd  her  hair,  and  placed  her  coronet  angoL 


Elinh€th>  attachment  to  the  TiaHon  echpol  of  poetry  wnig 

Her  goewn,  •• 


fttlnrty  manifet ted  on  a  well-known  occatioo. 


John  Harrington,  having  oflVoded  her  delicacy  by  tran^apef 
aome  of  the  fieentioutf  paKtages  of  the  Orlando  Fttrioao,  >he  ]» 
poaed  on  him,  aa  a  peoaaoe,  Ihs  taak  of  randariog  IM  i*" 
poem  tnlo  Engliah. 
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"In  that  ease,"  mad  the  Eori  of  Sneeex.  somewhat 
(finoiiDteaaiiced,*  *'your  Majesty  will  allow  me  to 
oame  my  master  of  the  horse,  Master  Nicholas 
Btount,  a  gentlemen  of  fair  estate  and  ancient  name, 
who  has  serred  your  Majesty  both  in  Scotland  and 
Iidandf  and  brought  away  bloody  marks  on  his  per- 
ton.  all  honoorably  taken  and  requited." 

liie  Queen  could  not  help  shrug$|[ing  her  shoulders 
liightly  even  at  this  second  suggestion ;  and  the  Du- 
dwBs  of  Rutland,  who  read  in  the  Queen's  n^anner 
liiat  she  had  expected  Sussex  would  have  named 
Raleigh,  and  thus  would  have  enabled  her  to  gratify 
berown  wish^  while  she  honoured  his  recommenda- 
ibo,  onlv  waited  the  Queen's  assent  to  what  he  had 
proposed,  and  then  said,  that  she  hoped,  sinoe  these 
two  hi^h  nobles  had  been  each  i>ermitted  to  suggest 
ictndidate  for  the  honours  ef  chivalry,  she,  in  Behalf 
of  the  ladies  in  presence,  might  have  a  similar  indul- 


"I  were  no  woman  to  refuse  you  such  a  boon,'* 
aud  the  Queen,  smiling. 

"  Then,"  pursued  the  Duchess,  "in  the  name  of  these 
frir  ladies  piesenL  I  request  your  Majesty  to  confer 
die  rank  of  knignthooa  on  Walter  Raleigh,  whose 
inrth,  deeds  of  arms,  and  promptitude  to  serve  our 
sex  with  sword  or  pei&>  deserve  such  distmction  from 
waU." 

**Ckamercyf  fisir  ladies,"  said  Elizabeth^  smiling, 
"your  boon  m  granted,  and  the  gentle  sqmre  Lack- 
Cbak  shall  become  the  good  knight  Lack-Cloak, 
at  your  desire.  Let  the  two  aspirants  for  the  honour 
of  chivalry  step  forward." 

Bbont  was  not  as  yet  remmed  from  seeing  Tree- 
■fian,  as  he  conceived,  safely  disposed  of;  but  Ra- 
leigh came  forth,  and  kneeling  down,  received  at  the 
kind  of  the  Virgin  Qoeen  that  title  of  honour,  which 
was  never  conferred  on  a  more  distinguished  or  moze 
iUnstrious  object 

Shortly  afiterwards  Nicholas  Blount  entered,  and, 
hastily  apprized  by  Sussex,  who  met  him  at  the  door 
of  the  hail,  of  the  Queen's  gracious  purpose  regard- 
ing him,  he  was  desired  to  advance  towards  the 
duone.  It  is  a  sight  somethnes  seen,  and  it  is  both 
ladieroiis  and  pitiable,  when*an  honest  man  of  plain 
eommon  sense  is  surprised,  by  the  coquetry  of  a  pret- 
ty woman,  or  any  other  cause,  into  those  frivolous 
Mpperiea  which  only  sit  well  upon  the  youthful,  the 
ay,  and  those  to  whom  long  practice  has  rendered 
tbem  a  second  nature.  Poor  Blount  was  in  this  situ- 
ation. His  head  was  already  giddy  from  a  conscious- 
ness of  nnosual  finery,  and  the  supposed  necessity 
of  suiting  his  manners  to  the  gayety  of  his  dress ; 
and  now  this  sudden  view  of  promotion  altogether 
completed  the  conquest  of  the  newly  inhaled  spirit  of 
foppery  over  his  natural  disposition,  and  converted  a 
pnin,  nonest,  awkward  man,  into  a  coxcomb  of  a 
new  and  most  ridiculous  kind.  f 

Vie  knight-expectant  advanced  np  the  hall,  the 
whole  length  of  which  he  had  unfortunately  to  tra- 
verse, turning  out  his  toes  with  so  much  zeal,  that 
he  presented  nis  leg  at  every  step  with  its  broadside 
fixvemost.  so  that  it  greatly  resembled  an  old-fashion- 
ed table-knife  with  a  curved  point,  when  seen  side- 
ways^ The  rest  of  his  gait  was  in  correspondence 
with  this  unhappy  amble;  and  the  implied  mixture 
of  bagful  fear,  and  self-8atisfactk>n,  was  so  unutter- 
ably ridiculoa^  that  Leicester's  friends  did  not  sup- 
press a  titter,  m  which  many  of  Sussex's  partisans 
weie  nnable  to  resist  joinmg,  though  ready  to  eat 
their  nails  with  mortification.  Sussex  himself  lost 
lU  patience,  and  could  not  forbear  whispering  iato 
the  ear  of  his  friend,  **  Curse  thee !  canst  thou  not 
vsik  ISLe  a  man  and  a  soldier  7"  an  interjection  whicl^ 
fmlf  made  honest  Blount  start  and  stop,  until  a  glance 
It  his  vellow  roses  and  crimson  stockings  restored 
in  seli'-cDnfidenoe,  when  on  he  went  at  the  same 
pace  as  before. 

The  ^ueen  conferred  on  poor  Blount  the  honour  of 
knighthood  with  a  marked  sense  of  reluctance.  That 
«ne  Princess  was  fiilly  aware  of  the  propriety  of 
Bnie  great  circumspection  and  economy  in  bestow- 
ng  meae  titles  of  honour,  which  the  Stewarts,  who 
Boeoecxled  to  her  thmne,  distribute  with  an  imprudent 
liberality,  which  greatly  diminished  their  value.— 


Bk)unt  ha^  no  sooner  arisen  and  retved,  than  afat 
turned  to  ihe  Duchess  of  Rutland.  "Our  woman  wit,** 
she  said,  "dear  Rutland,  is  sharper  than  that  of  those 
proud  things  in  doublet  and  hose.  Seest  thou,  out 
of  these  three  knights,  thine  is  the  only  true  metal  to 
stamp  chivalry's unpnnt  upon?" 

"  Sir  Richard  Varncy,  surely— the  friend  of  my 
Lord  of  Leicester—surely  he  has  merit,"  replied  the 
Duchess. 

"Vamey  has  a  sly  countenance,  and  a  smootli 
tongue,"  replied  the  Queen.  "I  fear  me,  he  will 
prove  a  kna\  e— but  the  promise  was  of  ancient  stand- 
mg.  My  Lord  of  Sussex  must  have  lost  his  own  wits, 
I  think,  to  recommend  to  us  first  a  madman  Uke 
TressOian,  and  then  a  clownish  fool  like  this  other 
fellow.  I  protest,  Rutland,  that  while  he  sat  on  his 
knees  belbre  me,  mopping  tnd  mowing  as  if  he  had 
scalding  poiridge  in  bis  mouth,  I  had  much  ado  to 
forbear  cutting  him  over  the  pate,  instead  of  striking 
his  shoulder.''^ 

"  Your  Majesty  gave  him  a  smart  ^ocolade,**  said 
the  Duchess ;  "  we  who  stood  behind  heard  the  blade 
clatter  on  his  cqllar-bone,  and  the  poor  man  fidgeted 
too  Rs  if  he  felt  it." 

"  I  could  not  help  it,  wench,"  said  the  Queen,  laug}i- 
ing :  "  b|it  we  will  have  this  same  Sir  Nicholas  sent 
to  Ireland  or  Scotland,  or  somewhere,  to  rid  our 
court  of  so  antic  a  chevalier;  he  may  be  a^ood  sol- 
dier in  the  field,  though  a  prdposterous  ass  m  a  ban- 
queting-hall." 

The  discourse  became  then  more  general,  and  soon 
after  there  was  a  summons  to  the  banquet. . 

In  order  to  obey  this  signal,  the  company  were 
under  the  necessity  of  crossing  the  inner  court  of  the 
Castle,  that  they  might  reach  the  new  buildings,  con-. 
taining  the  large  banqueting  room,  in  which  prepara-  * 
tions  for  supper  were  made  upon  a  scale  or  profose 
magnificence,  corresponding  to  the  occasion. 

The  livery  cupboarda  were  loaded  with  pitfte  of  the 
richest  description,  and  the  most  varied:  some  arti- 
cles tasteful^  some  perhaps  grotesque,  in  the  mvention 
and  decoration,  but  all  gorgeously  magnificent,  both 
fh>m  the  richness  of  the  work  and  value  of  the  mate- 
rials. Thus  the  chief  table  was  adorned  by  a  salt,  shm- 
fashion,  made  of  mother-of-pearl,  garnished  with  sQ- 
ver  and  divers  warlike  ensigins,  and  other  ornaments, 
anchors,  sails,  and  sixteen  pieces  of  ordnance.  It  bore 
a  figure  of  Fortune,  placed,  on  a  globe,  with  a  flag  in 
her  hand.  Another  salt  was  fashioned  of  silver,  in 
form  of  a  swan  in  full  sail.  That  chivalry  mi^ht 
not  be  omitted  amid  this  splendour,  a  silver  Samt 
George  was  presented,  mounted  and  equipped  in  the 
^sualfashion  in  which  he  bestrides  the  dragon.  The 
figures  were  moulded  to  be  in  some  sort  useful.  The 
horse's  tail  was  managed  to  hold  a  case  of  knives^ 
while  the  breast  of  the  dragon  presented  a  similar 
accommodation  for  oyster  knives. 

In  the  course  of  the  passage  from  the  hall  of  reca>- 
tion  to  the  banqueting- room,  and  especially  in  the 
court-yard,  the  new-mad&  knights  were  assailed  by 
the  heralds,  pursuivants,  minstrels,  &c.,  with  the 
usual  cry  of  Largesse^  largeate.  ckevaHeratreskardisI 
an  ancient  invocation,  intended  to  awaken  the  bounty 
of  the  acolytes  of  chivalry  towards  those  whose  busi- 
ness it  was  to  TegiBter  their  armorial  bearings,  and 
celebrate  the  deeds  by  which  they  were  illustrated. 
The  call  was  of  course  liberally  and  courteously  an* 
swered  bv  those  to  whom  it  was  addressed.  Vamey 
gave  his  largesse  with  an  afiectation  of  complaisance 
and  humility.  Raleigh  bestowed  his  with  the  grace- 
ful ease  necuUar  to  one  who  has  attained  his  own 
place,  and  is  familiar  with  its  dimity.  Honest  Blount 
gave  what  his  tailor  had  left  mm  of  his  half  year's 
rent,  dropping  some  pieces  in  his  hurry,  then  stoop- 
ing down  to  look  for  them,  and  then  distributing  them 
amongst  the  various  claimants,  with  the  anxious  face 
and  mien  of  the  parish  beadle  dividing  a  dole  among 
paupers. 

These  donadons  were  accepted  with  the  usual  cla 
mour  and  vivala  of  applause  common  on  such  occa 
sions ;  but  as  the  parties  Ratified  were  chiefly  depen 
dants  of  Lord  Leicester,  it  was  Vamey  whose  nams 
was  repeated  with  the  loucest  acclamations.  Lam« 
bourne,  e8i>ecially,  distinguilahed  himself  by  his  vod- 
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feratioQs  of|"IiOng  life  to  ^ir  Richard  Varneyl— 
Health  and  honour  to  Sir  Richard !— Never  was  a 
more  worthy  knight  dubbed  I"— then,  suddenly  sink- 
ing his  voJf:e,  he  added,—"  since  the  valiant  Sir  Pau- 
darus  of  Troy,"— a  winding-up  of  his  clamorous  ap- 
plause, which  set  all  men  a-laughing  who  were  witii- 
iQ  hearing  of  it. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  say  any  thing  farther  of  the 
festivities  of  the  evening,  which  were  so  brilliant  in 
themselves,  and  received  witli  such  obvious  and  wil- 
ling satisfaction  by  the  Q^een.  that  Leicester  retired 
to  his  own  apartment,  with  all  the  giddy  raptures  of 
successfid  anibiiion.  Varney^  who  nad  changed  his 
Splendid  attire,  and  now  waited  on  his  patron  in  a 
very  modest  and  nlain  undress,  attendcxl  to  do  the 
honours  of  the  Earrs  coucher. 

"  How!  Sir  Richard^'  said  Leicester,  smiling, 
**your  new  rank  scarce  suits  the  humility  of  this  at- 
tendance." 

"  I  would  disown  that  rank,  my  lord,"*  said  Var- 
ney^  "  could  I  think  it.  was  to  remove  me  to  a  dis- 
tance from  your  lordship^s  person." 

*'Thou  art  a  grateful  fellow."  said  Leicester;  "but 
Fmust  not  allow  you  to  do  what  would  abate  you  in 
the  opinion  of  others." 

While  thus  speaking,  he  still  accepted^  without  he- 
sitation, the  offices  about  his  person,  which  the  new- 
made  knight  seemed  to  render  as  eagerly  as  if  he  had 
reaUv  felt,  in  dischargtnE  the  task,  that  pleasure 
whicn  his  words  expressed. 

*^I  am  not  afraid  ot  men's  misconstruction,"  he  said, 
in  answer  to  Leicester's  remark,  "  since  there  is  not 
—(permit  me  to  undo  the  collar)— a  man  vidibin  the 
Castle^  who  does  not  expect  very  soon  to  sec  persons 
of  a  rank  far  superior  to  tliat  which,  by  your  goodness, 
I  now  hold,  rendering  the  duties  of  the  bedchamber 
to  you,  .and  accounting  it  an  honour." 

"It  mij;ht,  indeed,  so  have  been"— said  the  Earl, 
with  an  involuntary  sigh:  and  ihen  presently  added, 
**  My  gown,  Vamey— I  wQl  look  out  on  the  night.  Is 
not  the  moon  near  to  the  full  7" 

"I  think  so,  my  lord,  according  to  the  calendar," 
answered  Vamey. 

There  was  an  abutting  window,  which  opened  on 
a  small  projecting  balcony  of  stone,  batilemented  as 
b  usual  in  Gothic  castles.  The  Earl  undid  the  lattice, 
uid  stepped  out  into  the  open  air.  The  station  he  had 
dbiosen  commanded  an  extensive  view  of  the  lake, 
and  woodlands  beyond,  where  the  bright  moonlight 
rested  on  the  clear  blue  waters,  and  the  distant 
masses  of  oak  and  elm  trees.  The  moon  rode  hish 
in  the  heavens,  attended  by  thousands  and  thousands 
of  inferior  luminaries.  All  seemed  already  to  be  hushed 
in  the  nether  world,  excepting  occasionally  the  voice 
of  the  watch,  (for  the  yeomen  of  the  guaidperformed 
that  duty  wherever  the  Queen  was  present  in  person,) 
and  the  distant  baying  of  the  hounds^  disturbed  by 
the  preparations  amongst  the  grooms  and  prick- 
eirs  for  a  magnificent  hunt,  which  was  to  bo  the 
amusement  of  the  next  day. 

Leicester  looked  out  on  the  blue  arch  of  heaven,  with 
gestures  and  a  countenance  expressive  pf  anxious  ex- 
ultation, while  Varney  who  remained  within  the  dark- 
ened apartment,  could;  (himself  unnoticed,)  with  a  se- 
cret satisfaction,  see  his  patron  stretch  his  hands  with 
earnest  gesticuladon  towards<he  heavenly  bodies. 

"Ye  oistanl  orbs  of  living  fire,"  so  ran  the  mutter- 
ed invocation  of  the  ambitious  Earl,  "  ye  are  silent 
while  you  wheel  your  mystic  rounds,  but  Wisdom 
has  given  to  you  a  voice.  Tell  me,  then,  to  what  end 
IS  my  hij<]i  course  destined !  Shall  the  greatness  to 
which  I  liave  aspired  be  bright,  pre-eminent,  and  sta- 
ble as  your  own ;  or  am  I  but  doomed  to  draw  a  brief 
and  ghttering  train  along  the  nighdy  darkness,  and 
then  to  sink  down  to  earth,  like  the  base  refuse  of 
those  artificial  fires  with  which  men  emulate  yoiir 
raysl" 

He  looked  on  the  heavens  in  profound  silence  for 
a  minute  or  two  longer,  and  then  again  stepped  into 
the  apartment,  where  vamex  seemed  to  have  been 
engaged  in  putting  the  Earl's  jewels  into  a  casket. 

What  said  Al^sco  of  my  horoscope?"  demanded 
Leicester.  "You  already  told  me,  but  it  has  escaped 
nie,  for  I  think  but  lightly  of  that  aru" 


"Many  Learned  and  great  men  hare  thought  othw- 
^ise,"  said  Vamey )  and,  not  to  flatter  your  lof^ 
ship,  my  own  opinion  leans  that  w^ay." 

Ay,  Saul  among  the  prophets?  said  Lcioester— 
"  I  thought  thou  wert  sceptical  in  all  such  matiertss 
thou  couldst  neither  see.  near,  smell,  taste,  or  toadi, 
and  that  thy  belief  was  limited  by  thy  sensea" 

"  Perhaps,  my  lord,"  said  Varney,*"  I  may  be  mis- 
led on  the  present  occasion,  by  my  wish  to  find  ths 
predictions  of  astrology  true.  Alasco  saya  that  your 
favourite  planet  is  culminating,  and  that  the  advsns 
influence^he  would  not  use  a  plainer  term— thoiigk 
not  overcome,  was  evidently  combust,  I  think  u 
said,  or  retrograde." 

"It  is  even  so,"  said  Leicestsr,  looking  at  an  aU 
stract  oi  astrological  calculatwns,  which  ne  had  in 
his  hand ;  "  the  strongel"  influence  will  prevail,  and,  ti 
I  think,  the  evil  hour  pass  away.— Lend  me  yov 
hand.  Sir  Richard,  to  doff  my  gown— and  remain  an 
instant,  if  it  is  not  too  burdensome  to  youi  knight- 
hood, while  I  compose  myself  to  sleep.  I  believe  tlia 
bustle  of  this  day  has  fevered  xhy  blood,  for  it  stresmf 
through  my  veins  lyie  a  current  of  molten  lead— i» 
main  an  instant,  I  pray  you— I  would  fain  feel  mj 
eyes  heavy  ere  I  closed  them." 

Vamey  officiously  aseisted  his  lord  to  bed,  '•» 
pla^d  a  massive  silver  night-lamp,  with  a  slufl 
sworc^  on  a  marble  table  wliich  stood  dose *by  ths 
head  of  the  oouch.  Either  in  order  to  avoid  the  nglit 
of  the  lamp,  or  to  hide  his  countenanee  from  Varntf^ 
Leicester  drew  the  curtain,  beavr  with  entwined  lilk 
and  gold,  so  as  completely  to  aoade  his  face.  Vt^ 
ney  took  a  seat  near  the  bed,  but  vritfa  hie  back  to* 
wards  his  master,  as  if  to  intimate  that  he  was  not 
watching  him,  and  ouietly  Waited  ttll  Leicester  him* 
self  led  the  way  to  the  topic  by  which  his  mind  was 
engrossed. 

"And  so,  Varney,"  said  the. Earl,  af^er waiting  n 
vain  till  his  dependant  shouM  commence  the  oonTsr- 
saiion, "  men  talk  of  the  Queen's  favour  towards  me." 

"  Ay,  my  good  lord,"  said  Varney;  "  of  what  oi 
th^  else}  since  it  is  so  strongly  manifested  ?" 

I'^She  18  indeed  my  good  and  gracious  mistrefl^ 
said  Leicester,  after  another  pause  i  "but  it  is  wnM 
'  Put  not  thy  trust  in  Princes.' " 

"A  good  sentence  and  a  true^"  said  Vamey,  bb* 
less  you  can  unite  their  mterest  with  yours  so  abi»* 
lutely,  that  they  must  needs  ait  on  your  wrist  Ifei 
hooded  hawks." 

"I  know  what  thou  meanest,"  said  LeicasteTt.in* 
patiently,  "  though  thou  art  to-night  ao  prndentisllf 
careful  of  what  tnou  sayst  to  me— Thou  woukisiinth 
mate,  I  might  marry  the  Queen  if  I  vrould  T*       ^ 

"It  is  your  speech,  my  lord,  not  mine,"  answsiw 
Vamey;  " but  whose  soever  be  the  speech,  it  is  thi 
thought  of  ninetv-nine  out  of  an  hundred  bbm 
throughoBt  broad  England." 

"  Av,  but,"  said  Leicester,  taming  himself  in  to 
bed,  '^  the  hundredth  man  knows  better.  Thou,  far 
example,  knowest  the  obstacle  that  cannot  be  over 
leaped.' 

''It  must,  my  lord,  if  the  stars  speak  troe,"  said 
Varney,  composedly. 

"What I  tallJst  thou  oi  them,"  said  Leicestsr. 
"  that  believest  not  in  them  or  in  aught  else?" 

"  You  mistake,  my  loid,  under  your  gracious  pB^ 
don,"  said  Vamey  j  "I  believe  in  many  things  tnrt 
predict  the  future.  I  believe,  if  showers  fall  in  Apnit 
that  we  snail  have  flowers  in  May ;  that  H  the-Mn 
shines,  grain  will  ripen ;  and  I  believe  in  much  natO!> 
ral  philosophy  to  the  same  eiTect,  which,  if  the  stsit 
swear  to  ine,  I  will  say  the  stars  speak  the  tiuik 
And  in  like  manner,  I  will  not  disbelieve  that  whic» 
Tsee  wished  for  and  expected  on  earth,  solel  v  becauss 
the  astrologers  have  read  it  in  the  heavens." 

"Thou  art  right,"  said  Leicester,  aj^ain  tossing 
himself  on  his  couch—"  Earth  does  wish  for  it.  I 
have  had  advices  from  the  reformed  churches  of  Ger- 
many—from  the  Low  Countries— f]|pm  Switzeriand» 
urging  this  as  a  point  on  which  Europe's  safety  de* 
pends.  Prance  will  not  oppose  it— The  ruling  party 
in  Scotland  look  to  it  as  their  best  security— spaiii 
fears  it,  but  cannot  prevent  it— and  yet  thou knovresC 
it  is  impossible." 
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**!  know  not  that,  ray  lord,"  said  Varney, 
Oooiitese  is  indiapoted." 

**  Villain !"  said  Leicester,  starting  op  on  his  oonch, 
■nd  seizing  the  sword  which  lay  on  the  tahle  beside 
him,  **«>  thy  thoughts  that  way  1— thou  wouldst  not 
domaider!" 

**  For  wtfom,  or  what,  do  yon  hold  me,  my  lord  T* 
wtad  Vamey,  assuming  the  superiority  of  an  mnocent 
man  subjected  to  unjust  suspicion.  ^*1  said  nothing 
a>  deserve  such  a  horrid  imputation  as  your  violence 
iBfsr&  I  said  but  that  die  Countess  was  ill.  And 
OpuntesB  though  she  be— lovely  and  beloved  as  she 
is.  surely  your  lordehip  must  hold  her  to  be  mortal^ 
She  may  die,  and  yoor  tordship's  hand  become  once 
more  your  own.*' 

"Away!  away!"  said  Leicester;  "let  me  have  no 
BOTO  of  this." 

**Good  nisht,  my  lord,*'  said  Vamey,  seeminff  to 
UBilerstand  this  as  a  command  to  depart ;  but  Lei- 
eeater's  voice  mtemipted  his  purpose. 

*'Thou  'scapest  me  not  thus,  Sir  Fool,"  said  he; 
1  think  thy  knighthood  has  addled  thy  bmins— Con- 
ftm  thoo  hast  talked  of  impossibilities,  as  of  things 
which  may  come  to  pass." 

**  Hy  lord,  long  live  your  fkir  Countess."  said  Var- 
ney ;  ^  but  neither  your  love  nor  my  good  wishes  can 
make  her  immortal.  But  God  grant  she  live  long  to 
be  hnppy  heroelC  and  to  render  you  so !  I  see  not 
but  you  may  be  iting  of  England  notwithstanding." 

*'Nay,  now,  Vamey,  thou  art  stark-mad,"  saki 
Laoester. 

**1  wooid  I  were  myself  within  the  same  nearness 
to  a  good  estate  of  freehold,"  said  Vamey.  "  Have 
we  net  known  in  other  countries,  how  a  left-handed 
Be  might  subsist  betwixt  persons  of  difiering 
H-«y,  and  be  no  hinderance  to  prevent  the 
jd  from  conjoining  himself  afterwards  with  a 
more  suitable  partner?" 

"]  have  heard  ot  sueh  things  in  Germany,"  sakl 
i^eioester. 

**  Av,  and  the  most  learned  doctors  in  foreign  uni- 
versities justify  the  practice  from  the  Old  Testament," 
•vd  Varney.  "And  after  all,  where  is  the  harm? 
He  beautiful  partner,  whom  you  have  chosen  for 
.few  love,  has  your  secret  houre  of  relaxation  and  af- 
flK^n.  Herfameissale— her  conscience  may  slum- 
acjcurely— You  have  wealth  to  provide  royally  for 

T  issue,  should  heaven  bl^  you  with  offspring. 

in  while  you  may  give  to  Elisabeth  tea  times  the 

loBore,  and  ten  thousand  times  the  afiection,  that 
ever  Don  Philip  of  Spain  spared  to  her  sister  Mary : 
vet  you  know  how  she  doted  on  him  though  so  cold 
and  n«^ectful.  It  requires  but  a  close  mouth  and  an 
open  brow,  and  you  keep  your  Eleanor  and  your  fair 
Kommona  far  enough  separete.— Leave  me  to  build 
you  a  bower  to  which  no  jealous  Queen  shall  find  a 
dew." 

Leicester  was  silent  for  a  monient,  then  sighed  and 
nid,  '*It  is  impoes}ble.--Good  night,  Sir  Richard 
Vaniey— yet  stay— Can  you  guess  what  meant  Tres- 
iHian  oy  imowing  himself  m  stich  careless  guise  be- 
fore the  Queen  to-day  ?— to  strike  her  tender  heart,  I 
■hoold  guess,  with  all  the  sympathies  due  to  a  lover, 
abamioaed  by  his  mistress,  and  abandoning  him- 
•elf." 

Vamey,  smothering  a  sneering  laugh,  answered, 
*He  believed  Master  Treseilian  had  no  such  matter 
io  bis  head." 

"How!"  said  Leicester:  "what  meanest  thou? 
IWv  ia  ever  knavery  in  that  laugh  of  thine,  Var- 

I  only  meant,  my  lord,"  said  Vamey,  "that  Tre»- 
fSao  has  taken  the  sure  way  to  avokf  heart-break- 
9f.   He  hftth  had  a  companion — a  female  compa- 
^  ann^a  mistresa— a  sort  of  player's  wife  or  sister,  as  I 
pNSeve,— with  him  in  Mervyn*s  Bower,  where  I  quar- 
^Bod  him  for  certain  reasons  of  my  own." 
"A  mistreas !— meanest  thou  a  paramour?" 
*  Ay,  my  lord  t  what  female  else  waits  for  houre  in 
>niueman*s  chamber?" 

By  ray  faith,  time  and  space  fitting,  this  were  a 
md  tale'to  tell,"  said  Leicenter.  "  I  ever  distrusted 
mm  bookish,  hypocritical,  seeming-vh'tuous  scho- 
ItiB.  WeU— Master  Tiesaihan  makes  somewhat  fa- 
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miliar  with  my  hoose-^ifl  hx>k  it  over,  he  is  indebted 
to  it  for  certain  recollections.  I  would  not  barm  him 
more  than  I  can  help.  Keep  eye  on  him,  bowevei^ 
Varnev." 

"  I  lodged  him  for  that  reason,"  said  Vamey,  '*oi 
Mervyn's  Tower,  where  he  is  under  the  eye  of  my 
very  vigilant,  if  he  were  not  also  my  very  drunken, 
servant,  Michael  Lamboume,  whom  t  have  told  your 
Grece  of." 

"  Grace  1"  saidLeieeiter;  "  what  mean'st  thou  by 
that  epithet?" 

"It  came  unawares,  my  lord:  and  yet  it  sdunds  so 
very  natural,  that  I  cannot  recall  it." 

''^It  is  thine  own  prefermeht  that  hath  turned  thy 
brain,"  said  Leicester,  laughing;  "new  honoure  are 
as  heady  aa  new  wineu" 

"  May  your  kirdahq)  soon  have  cause  to  say  so  from 
experience,"  said  Vamey;  and,  vriahing  his  patron 
good  night,  he  vrithdrew, 

NOTE  TO  CHAFfER  BODS. 

In  revlaiof  this  work  for  the  prawnt  adiUon,  I  bave  had  the 
MDs  of  aiakJDff  fome  aoeurate  ailditioM  to  taj  attempt  u>  das- 


cnbe  the  prfnoely  pleunrai  of  Kenitworth,  by  IIm  kindnsM  of 
my  friend  williiun  Hainper,  Esq..  who  had  die  goodneen  to  <m>»- 
mnoiceie  tome  an  inventory  of  the  furniture  of  Konil worth  ia 
the  dayeof  Uie  mafnifioeat  Eart  of  Leicester.  I  have  adorned 
the  text  with  aMMof  the  splendid  ortietee  tieotioined  in  the  in- 
ventory, hat  anttqnariee,  eapeeiailr,  wili  be  deeiraiia  to  aet  a 
move  full  tpeeinea  thu  the  aioty  leavea  rooan  for. 

BsTBAcra  noM  Kasuwoam  Invshtobv,  a.  s.  1M«. 

A  Salte.  ihlp-ftahion,  of  the  moUierof  perle.  tamiahed  wfth 
aiivnr  and  dlveri  workee,  warlike-ensifnes.  and  omamenta,  wita 
rvj  peeces  of  ordinance,  whereof  u  on  whelea,  two  anckera  oa 
the  foreparto,  and  on  ttietteame  the  imaae  of  Denie  Fortaaa 
Btandinf  on  a  riobe  with  a  flat  in  Iter  hand     Poii  xxxij  ox. 

A  f  ilt  aalte  like  a  awaan,  mother  of  pertei  Poit  xxx  oe.  iH 
qoarteta. 

▲  George  on  horseback,  of  wood,  pninted  and  gilt,  with  a  am 
for  kmvea  in  tlie  tayle  of  the  hoiae,  and  a  caae  for  oyster  knnree 
in  the  brest  of  the  Dragon. 

A  green  barge-cloth,  embrother'd  with  white  liona  and  beana. 

A  perfuming  pann,  ofuiver.    Pois  xix  oa. 

In  tJie  halie.  TabelU  long  and  short,  tJ.  Fonas,  long  and 
abort,  xuu. 

HAMOunn. 


(Theae  are  minntely  veeifled,  and  conaiated  of  the  followinff 
Biifajecto,  in  tapestry,  and  gilt  and  red  leather.) 
wers,  beasts, andpillars arelied.   Forest worko.   Historie. 
i  of  Susanna,  the  Prodicnll  Ciiilde,  8aale,Tobie,  Hereulea, 
Fame,  Hawking  and  Hunting,  Jexabell,  Judith  and  Holo- 
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femes,  David,  AbraHam,  Bamnaoif,'  Hippolitiis,  Alexander  Uia 

Qieat,  Naamaa  the  Assyrian,  Jacob,  fta 

BlDeTSDa,  WITH  TflSlR  FORNITVR& 

(Theae  an  magnifloent  and  atuneroua.  I  shall  copy,  wn^atim 
Uie  description  of  what  appears  to  have  been  one  uf  the  best.) 

A  bedsted  of  walHrat-tiM,  toppe  Ashien,  thepilleis  redd  and 
varnished,  Uie  oeelor,  tester,  and  single  valiance  of  crinmon  sat* 
tin,  paned  with  a  broad  border  of  bone  lace  of  goldo  and  silver. 
Tlie  tester  richlie  embrolhered  with  my  Lo.  ernes  in  a  sarland 
of  hoppes.  rooes,  and  pomegranetts,  and  lined  with  buekoron. 
Fyve  curteinA  of  crimson  sattin  to  the  same  bedsted,  striped 
dowtie  with  a  bone  lace  of  irotd  and  silver,  garnished  with  but* 
tons  and  loops  of  crimson  silk  and  golds,  eontamingxiiij  bredths 
of  sattin,  and  one  yarde  iij  quarters  deope.  The  celur,  valiance, 
and  eurteins  lyned  with  crymson  tafAita  sarsenet 

A  crymson  sattin  coanterpointe,  qailted  and  embr.  with  a 
golde  twisie,  and  lyned  with  redd  sarsenet,  being  in  length  HJ 
yards  good,  and  in  breadth  iij  seant. 

A  chaise  of  erymeon  sattm,  suleeble. 

A  fkyre  quiHe  of  crvmson  sattin,  vj  braadths,  ii^  yardea  t 
quarters  naile  deepe,aH  tosenged  over  with  silver  twisto.iu  the 
midst  0  einquefoile  within  a  garland  of  raned  sUves,  fringed 
round  aboute  with  a  small  fringe  of  oimsai  siike,  lyned 
throughe  with  white  fostian. 

Fyre  plumes  of  ecolored  fbatheni,  gnmished  with  bone  laee  and 
spaiigells  of  goulde  and  silver,  standing  in  eupa*  knjtt  all  over 
with  goulde,  silver,  and  crymson  silk. 

A  cnrpett  for  a  cupboarde  of  cn'mson  sattin.  embrothered  with 
a  border  of  souldo  twiste,  about  iij  parts  of  it  fHnped  with  silk 
and  goulde,  lyned  with  bridges^  sattin,  in  lengtli  ij  yajds,  and  ij 
bredUisof  satUn. 

(There  were  eloven  down  beds  and  ninety  ibathar  beds,  be* 
sides  thirty^seven  matlressea.) 

CHAvnan.  Stoouu,  avd  Cushins. 

(These  were  equally  splendid  with  the  beds,  Ac.    I  shaH  here 

copj  Uiat  which  stands  at  the  head  of  the  lisL) 

Achaire  of  crimson  velvety  the  seateand  baekepartlie  em^ro> 

tliored,  with  R.  L.  in  cloth  of  goulde,  tlie  beare  and  ragged 

'^  Probably  on  Uie  oentie  and  four  comers  of  the  bedstead  <— 
Four  bears  and  rogired  staves  occupied  a  similar  poaitjoaon 
oth^r  of  these  sunptuoHs  pieces  of  Airoitnio 

t  i.<.  Bruges. 


KENILWORTH. 


ICtaA^.XXXm. 


itcft  ia  efotha  of  tilver,  ftraiahed  wfUi  U«e  ftsd  trmn  of 
coulde,  nilvor,  and  eriintoii  stick.  Tlw  fmme  cowrcd  with  yel- 
viet,  bouado  abouto  tlM  edf*  wiUi  goalde  laoe,  and  studded  with 

A  square  atoole  and  a  A>ote  stoole,  of  crimson  velvet,  ftinced 
and  caraished  suteable.  «..«wi  .t.Ah 

A  long  cuBhen  of  crimton  velvet,  embr.  with  fhe  rargmlstainB 
in  a  wreathe  of  roulde,  with  my  Lo.  posre     I>royte  etiJnmi, 
written  in  the  same,  and  the  letters  R.  L.  in  clothe  of  «oulde, 
being  garnished  with  lace,  fringe,  buttons,  and  tasMjls  of  gold, 
ulver,  and  crimson  stick,  lyned  with  crmison  taff,  being  in 

A  iSalJe"  dshra^f  the  like  velvet,  embr.  suteable  to  tbe  long 
cuiheo. 

Cabpbtb. 

mum  were  !0  velvet  carpets  for  Ubies  and  windowa,  49  Tjirkejr 

carpets  for  floors,  and  3S  doth  carpets.    One  of  each  }  wiU 

A  carpett  of  crimson  velvet,  richly  «mbr. -with  my  Lo.  posie, 
beaiBs  and  ragged  tiaves,  Ac.  of  clothe  of  goulde  and  silver, 
garnished  upon  the  seameaand  abouta  withgolde  lace,  fl-inged 
accordinglie,  lyned  with  crimson  toflaU  sarsenett,  being  S 
bieadihs  of  velvet,  one  jrard  3 quarters  long.  ,.  .    -     , 

A  great  Turquoy  carpett,  Uie  arounde  blew,  with  a  lift  of  yel- 
loe  at  each  end,  being  io  length  z  yards,  in  bredtbe  i»j  yards 
and  quarter. 

A  long  carpett  ofblew  clothe,  lyned  with  bridges  fattin.fringed 
with  blew  stick  and  goulde.  in  length  vj  yards  lack  a  qaarter, 
the  whole  bicdth  of  the  clothe. 

PfCTOftU. 

(Chiefly  deaciibed  as  having  emrtains.) 
Tlie  Qm!ene*s  M:^tie,  (S  great  tablea)  8of  mr  Lwd.  8t  Je- 
rome. Lo.  of  ArandelL  Lord  Mathevera.  Lord  of  Pembroke. 
Counte  EgmcmdL  The  aueene  of  Scotts.  Kin^r  Philip.  The 
Baker's  Daughters.  The  Duke  of  Peria.  Alexander  Magnus.- 
Two  Yong?  Ladies.  Pompiea  SUbina.  Fred.  D.  of  Saxunf. 
Bmp.  Charles.  K.  Philip's  VfiAi.  Prince  of  Orange  and  his 
Wife.  Mam.  of  Berges  and  his  Wifa  Counte  de  Home.  Count 
Holstrate.  Monsr.  Broderode.  Duke  Alva.  Cardinal  Graod- 
ville.  Duches  of  Parma.  Heorie  £.  of  Pembrooke  and  his 
young  Countess.  Coun  tis  of  EMex.  Occacion  and  Repenunce. 
Lord  Mowntacute.  Sir  Jas.  Crofts.  Sir  Wr.  Mildmay.  8r. 
Wffi.  Pickering.  Edwin  Abp.  of  York. 
A  tabell  of  an  liistorie  of  men.  women,  and  children,  molden 

A  little  foulding  table  of  ebanie,  garnished  with  white  bone, 
wherein  are  written  verses  with  Ires,  of  goulde 
A  table  of  my  Lord's  umem. 
Fyve  of  the  plannctts,  painted  in  IVaroes.  , 
Twentie-three  cardes,*  or  noaps  of  oountnea. 

INSTRUMSNTS. 

(I  shall  give  two  specimens.) 
An  instrument  of  organs,  recalls,  and  virtrinalls,  covered  with 
erinuou  velvet,  and  gamidhed  with  goulde  laoe. 
A  fkir  pair  of  double  virginalls. 

A  cabonett  of  crimson  sattin,  riehlie  emhr.  with  a  device  of 
hunting  tliu  stagg,  in  Koulde.  silver,  and  stick,  with  iiij  glasses 
in  tlie  topp  (hort'Of,  xvj  cuppc  uf  flowers  mndo  of  goulde,  sil- 
ver, and  Bilck,  in  a  ease  of  leather,  lyned  with  greene  sattw  of 
bridifRs. 

(Another  of  purple  velvet.    A  desk  of  rsd  leather.) 

A  CHESS  BonnR  of  ebanie,  with  checkars  of  ehriatall  and 
oilior  stones,  layed  witli  silver,  gamisliod  with  beares  and  rag- 
ged staves, and  ciuquefoiles  of  siiver.  Thv  xxxij  men  likewise 
of  ehristali  and  oUier  stones  sett,  Uie  one  sort  in  silver  white, 
ttie  oUter  gilte,  in  a  case  gilded  and  lyned  with  creea  cotton. 

(AnotlHjr  of  bone  and  ebanie.    A  pair  of  tabolls  of  bone.; 

A  ORBAT  Brason  Candlbstiok  to  hang  in  the  roofe  of  the 
bowse,  verie  fayer  and  curiouslye  wrougltt,  wiUi  xxiiij  branches, 
xu  greate  and  xu  of  lessor  size,  f  rowlers  and  ij  wings  for  .the 
sprende  eagle,  xxiiij  sockctu  for  eandells,  xij  greater  and  xu  of 
a  liisser  sorte,  xxiiijsawoers,  or  candle-cupps,of  like  proporcaon 
lo  put  under  tlie  socketts,  iij  images  of  men  and  lij  of  woe- 
neo.  of  brass,  verie  llnely  and  artiflciallia  done. 

Tliese  specimeas  of  Leicester's  roagnlflceooe  may  serve  to  as- 
sure the  readvr  that  it  scarce  lay  in  tlie  power  of  a  modem 
littihor  to  exaggerate  the  laviali  stvie  of  expense  displayed  in 
Uie  pciaoely  ptoasures  of  Kenil  worth. 


CHAPTER  XXXIII. 

Here  stands  the  victim— there  Uie  proud  betrayer, 
E'en  as  the  hind  pull'd  down  by  strangling  (li>«n 
Lies  at  Uto  hunti-r'a  feet— who  eourteoun  proflers 
To  some  high  dame,  tlie  Dian  of  the  chase. 
To  whom  lie  looks  for  guerdon,  his  sharp  bihde, 
To  gash  tlie  sobbing  throat. -^'TAs  IVoodsman. 
We  nre  now  to  return  to  Mervyn*8  Bower,  the  apart- 
ment, or  rather  the  prison,  of  the  unfortunate  Coun- 
tess of  Leicester,  who  for  some  time  kept  witliin 
Kounds  her  uncertainty  and  her  impatience.  She  was 
aware  that,  in  the  nimu]t  of  the  day,  there  might  be 
•  L  «.  Chana. 


some  delay  are  her  letler  couM  be  aaiely  convened  to 
the  hands  of  Leicester,  and  that  some  time  not* 
might  elapse  ere  he  could  extricate  himself  from  tbi 
necessary  attendance  on  Elizabeth,  to  come  and  ?i«l 
har  in  her  secret  bower.  "1  will  not  expect  huiV' 
she  said,  "  till  night— he  cannot  be  absent  from  ha 
royal  guest,  even  to  sec  mo.  He  will,  I  know^  ooroa 
earlier,  if  it  be  possible,  but  I  will  not  expect  him  b0> 
fore  mght.*'— And  yet  all  the  while  she  did  e.tpec< 
him ;  and,  while  she  tried  to  argue  herself  mto  a  eon* 
trary  belief;  each  hasty  noise,  of  the  hundred  whidi 
she  neard.  sounded  like  the  hurried  step  of  Leicestei 
tfi  the  staircase,  hasting  to  foW  her  in  his  arms. 

The  fatigue  of  body  which  Amy  had  lately  under; 
gone,  with  the  agitation  of  mind  natural  to  so  cruiel 
a  state  of  uncertainty,  began  by  degrees  strongly  to 
affect  her  nerves,  and  she  almost  feared  her  lottj 
inability  to  maintain  the  neeessary  setf-ccrmraaod 
through  the  scenes  which  myg^i  lie  before  her.  But, 
althouj^  spoiled  by  an  over-indulgent  system  of  edn* 
cation.  Amy  had  naturally  a  mind  of  great  powo', 
united  with  a  frame  which  her  share  m  her  fathers 
woodland  exercises  had  rendered  uncommonly  heal* 
thy.  She  summoned  to  her  aid  such  mental  ana 
bodfly  resources ;  and  not  unconscious  how  much  the 
issue  of  her  fate  might  depend  on  her  own  self  jm» 
session,  she  prayed  internally  for  strength  of  bodr 
and  for  mental  fortitude,  and  resolved,  at,  the  sans 
time,  to  yield  to  no  nervous  impulse  whioa  nusht 
weaken  either.  ^     ,        . .  . 

Yet  when  the  great  bell  of  the  Castle,  which  «al 
placed  in  Cesaar's  Tower,  at  no  great  distance  fivn 
that  called  Mervyn's,  b««an  to  send  its  pealing  ela- 
tnour  abroad,  in  signal  of  the  arnvalof  the  royal  pn^ 
cession,  the  din  was  so  painfully  acute  to  Mirs  rea* 
dered  nervously  sensitive  by  anxiety,  that  she  couH 
haidly  forbear  shrieking  with  anguish,  in  answer  M 
every  stunning  clash  ofthe  relentless  peal. 

Shortly  afterwards,  when  the  small  apartmeat 
was  at  once  enlightened  by  the  shower  of  artifMaj 
fires  with  which  the  air  was  suddenly  filled,  and 
whidi  crossed  each  other  like  fiery  spunls,  each  heel 
on  his  own  separate  mission,  or  jike  salanianM 
executing  a  frolic  dance  in  the  region  of  the  SyU% 
the  Countess  felt  at  first  as  if  each  rocket  shot  osn 
by  her  eyes,  and  discharged  its  sparks  and  flashes  is 
nigh  that  she  could  feel  a  sense  of  the  heat.  But  m 
struggled  against  these  fantastic  tenors,  and  ce»- 
pelled  heraelf  to  arise,  fetand  by  the  window,  look  oat 
and  gaze  upon  a  sight,  whbh  at  another  time  waaH 
have  appeared  to  her  a.'  once  captivating  and  feaifoL: 
The  magnificent  towers  of  the  CastJe  were  envelopoa 
in  garlands  of  artificial  fire,  or  shrouded  with  liaras 
of  pale  smoke.  The  surface  of  the  lake  glowed  Iks 
molten  iron,  while  many  fireworks,  (then  thou^^t 
extremely  wonderful,  though  now  common,)  whose 
flame  continued  to  exist  m  the  opposing  elementi 
dived  and  rose,  hissed  and  roared,  and  spouied  fire, 
like  so  many  dragons  of  enchantment,  sporting  upon 
a  boniing  lake. 

Even  Amy  was  for  a  moment  interested  by  wbal 
was  to  her  so  new  a  scene.  "  I  had  thought  it  ma* 
gicalarr,"  she  aaid,  "  but  poor  Treesilian  taught  ma 
to  judge  of  such  tilings  as  they  are.  Great  God !  a]i4 
may  not  these  idle  splendours  resemble  my  ow« 
hoped  for  happines^--a  single  spark,  which  ia  in- 
stantly swallowed  up  by  surroimding  darkness,— « 
precanous  glow,  which  rises  but  for  a  brief  space  uiM 
the  air,  that  its  tall  may  be  the  lower  1  O,  Ldcearer  I 
afler  all— all  that  thou  hast  said— hast  sworn— ttal 
Amy  was  thv  love,  thv  life,  can  it  be  that  thou  art  CM 
magician  at  whose  nod  these  enchantments  arise,  aua 
that  she  sees  them,  as  an  outcast,  if  not  a  captive  'I**. 

The  sustained,  prolonged,  and  repeated  bursts  m 
music,  from  so  many  dinbrent  quarters,  and  at  as 
many  varying  points  of  distance,  which  sounded  ai 
if  not  the  Castle  of  Kenilworth  only,  but  the  iWioii 
country  around^  had  been  at  once  the  sceiie  of  ao- 
lenmiziiig  some  high  national  feetival,  carried  tiM 
same  oppressive  thought  still  closer  to  her  heart, 
while  some  notes  would  melt  in  distant  and  falling 
tones,  as  if  in  compassion  for  her  sorrows,  and  soim 
burst  close  and  near  upon  her,  as  if  mocking  hei 
misery,  with  all  the  insolence  of  unlimited  oiirth 
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*•  These  soands,"  Ae  said,  •*  are  tnme— mine  because 
they  are  his  ;  Initt  I  callnot  say,— Be  «till,  these  loud 
Mains  suit  me  not;— ani  the  voice  of  the  meanest 
pessant  that  mingles  in  the  dance,  would  have  more 
power  to  modulate  the  music,  than  the  command  of 
her  who  is  mistress  of  all !" 

By  degrees  the  sounds  of  revelry  died  away,  and 
Ae  Countess  withdraw  from  the  window  at  which 
flhe  had  sate  listening  to  them.  It  was  night,  but  the 
Boon  afforded  considerable  light  in  the  room,  so  that 
Amy  was  able  to  make  the  arrangement  which  she 
mpA  necessary.  There  was  hope  that  Leicester 
i^t  come  to  her  apartment  as  soon  as  the  revel  in 
ihe  Castle  had  subsided }  but  there  was  also  risk  she 
i^t  be  disturbed  by  some  unauthorized  intruder. 
She  had  lost  confidence  in  the  key,  since  TYessilian 
bi  entered  so  easily,  though  the  door  was  locked 
M  the  inade ;  yet  all  the  additional  security  she  could 
ifaink  oC  was  to  place  the  table  across  the  door,  that 
dK  might  be  warned  by  the  noise,  should  any  one 
Ktempt  to  enter.  Having  taken  these  necessary  pre- 
oations.  the  unfortunate  lady  withdrew  to  her  couch, 
Mmched  hersdf  down  on  it,  mused  in  anxious  ex- 
pectation, and  couilted  more  than  one  hour  after  mid- 
light,  tin  e.'diaasted  nature  proved  too  strong  for  love, 
for  grief;  Ibr  four,  nay  even  for  uncertainty,  and  she 

l^Ba,  she  sl4;>t  The  Indian  sleqM  at  the  stake;  in 
themtervals  between  his  tortures;  and  mental  tor- 
DKOts,  in  like  manner,  exhaust  by  long  continuance 
the  aeDiobility  of  the  suiferer,  so  that  an  interval  of 
kthargic  repose  must  necessarily  ensue,  ere  the  pangs 
vhieh  they  inflict  can  again  be  renewed. 

The  Countess  slept,  then,  for  several  hours,  and 
drauned  that  she  was  in  the  ancient  house  at  Cum- 
nor-Piaoe,  listening  -  for  the  low  whistle  with  which 
Lnei«ier  often  used  to  announce  his  presence  in  the 
ooort-yard;  when  arriving  suddenly  on  otie  of  his 
etolen' Tints.  But  on  this  occasion,  instead  of  a 
niuttk,  she  heard  the  peculiar  blast  or  a  bu]^ie-hom, 
Mcfc  t»  her  father  used  to  wind  on  the  fall  of  the  stag, 
tad  wbich  huntsmen  then  called  a  mort.  She  ran, 
at  she  thought,  to  a  window  that  looked  intp  the 
ttort-yard,  which  she  saw  filled  with  men  in  mourn- 
ing garments.  The  old  curate  seemed  about  to  read 
iIm  funeral  service.  Mumblazen,  tricked  out  in  an 
iRlique  dress,  like  an  ancient  herald,  held  aloft  a 
Mstcheon.  with  its  usual  decorations  of  skulls,  cross- 
bones,,  and  hour-glssses,  siirroundiiig  a  coat-of-arms, 
d  which  she  oould  only  distinguish  that  it  was  sur- 
ftoonted  with  an  Eari's  coronet.  The  old  man  look- 
tf  at  her  with  a  ghastly  smile,  and  said,  "  Amy,  are 
they  not  rightly  quartered  V  Just  as  he  spoke,  the 
mis  a^n  poured  on  her  ear  the  melancholy  yet 
irikl  strain  of  the  mort,  or  death-note,  and  she  awoke. 

The  Countess  nwoke  to  hear  a  real  bugle-not&  or 
fadier  the  combined  breath  of  many  bugles,  sounding 
ost  the  niar%  but  the  jolly  reveillt^  to  remind  the  in- 
mates of  the  Castle  of  Kemlworth,  that  the  pleasures 
of  the  day  were  to  commence  with  a  magnificent 
Msg-honting  in  the  neighbouring  Chase.  Amy  started 
op  fiom  her  conch,  listened  to  the  sound,  saw  the 
M  beams  of  the  summer  morning  already  twinkle 
ihroiah  the  lattice  of  her  window,  and  recollected, 
vidi  feelings  of  giddy  agony,  where  she  was,  and  how 
ciromiBtaneed. 

"He  thinks  not  of  ms,"  she  said— "he  will  not 
eome  nigh  me !  A  Queen  is  his  guest,  and  what  cares 
U  in  whiat  comer  of  his  htwe  Castle  a  wretch  like  me 
paes  in  doubt,  which  is  fast  fading  mto  despair  T* 
At  once  a  sound  at  the  door,  as  of  some  one  attempt- 
iigtaopen  it  softly,  filled  her  with  an  ineffable  mix- 
tare  of  jov  and  fear ;  and,  hastening  to  remove  the 
Aetsde  she  had  plaioed  against  the  door,  and  to  un- 
hek  it.  she  had  this  precaution  to  ask,  "  Is  it  thou,  my 

"  Yes,  my  Countess,"  murmured  a  whisper  in  reply. 

She  threw  open  the  door,  and  exclaiming  "  Lei- 
merV*  flung  her  arms  around  the  neck  of  the  man 
vho  stood  without,  muffled  in  his  cloak. 

*No-~not  quite  Leicester,"  answered  Bfichael  Lam- 
mrne,  for  he  it  was,  remrning  the  caress  with  vehe- 
tascce,—"  not  qmte  Leicester,  my  lovely  and  most 
mtHK  Duchess,  but  as  good  a  man." 
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With  an  exertibn  of  force,  of  which  she  would  at 
another  time  have  thought  herself  incapable,  the 
Countess  fiieed  herself  from  the  profane  and  profan- 
ing  grasp  of  the  dninken  debauchee,  and  retreated 
into  the  midst  of  her  apartment,  where  despair  gave 
her  courage  to  make  a  stand. 

As  Lamboume,  on  entering,  dropped  the  lap  of  his 
cloak  from  his  face,  she  knew  Vamey*s  profligate 
servant;  the  very  last  person,  excepting  his  detested 
master,  by  whom  she  would  have  wished  to  be  dis* 
covered.  But  she  was  still  closely  muffled  in  her 
travelling  dress,  and  as  Lamboume  had  scarce  ever 
been  admitted  to  her  presence  at  Cumnor-Place,  her 
person,  she  hoped,  might  not  be  so  well  known  to 
him,  as  his  was  to  ner,  owing  to  Janet's  pointing  him 
frequently  out  as  he  crossed  the  court,  and  telling 
stories  or  his  wickedness.  She  might  have  had  sliu 
greater  confidence  in  her  disguise,  had  her  experience 
enabled  her  to  discover  that  he  was  much  intoxica- 
ted ;  but  this  could  scarce  have  consoled  her  for  the 
risk  which  she  might  incur  from  such  a  character,  ia 
such  a  time,  place,  and  circumstances. 

Lamboume  flunff  the  door  behind  him  as  he  enter- 
ed, and  folding  his  arms,  as  if  in  mockery  of  the 
attitude  of  distraction  into  which  Amy  had  thrown 
herselfl  he  proceeded  thds :  "  Hark  ye,  most  fiair 
CaUipolis— or  nmst  lovely  Countess  of  clouts,  and 
divine  Duchess  of  dark  comers— if  thou  takest  all 
that  trouble  of  skewering  thyself  together,  like  t 
trussed  fowl,  that  there  may*  be  more  pleasure  in  the 
carving,  even  save  thyseu  the  labour.  I  love  thy 
firet  frsnk  manner  the  best->Iike  thy  present  as  lit- 
tle"—(he  made  a  step  towards  her,  and  staggerol^ 
"  as  little  as— such  a  damned  uneven  floor  as  this, 
where  a  gentleman  may  break  his  neck,  if  he  does 
not  walk  as  upright  as  a  posture-master  on  the  tight- 
rope." \ 

^* Stand  back  !"  said  the  Countess;  "do  not  ap- 
proach nearer  to  me  on  thy  peril  l" 

"  My  peril !— and  stand  back  I— Why,  how  now, 
madam  ?  Must  you  have  a  better  mate  than  honest 
Mike  Lamboume?  I  have  been  in  Americs,  girl, 
where  the  gold  grows,  and  have  brought  off  su(^a 
load  on't" 

"  Good  friend,"  said  the  Countess,  in  great  terror 
at  the  ruffian's  determined  and  audacious  manner, 
"  I  prithee  begone,  and  leave  me." 

"  And  so  I  will,  pretty  one,  when  we  are  tired  of 
each  other's  company— not  a  jot  8ooner."—Ho  sdied 
her  by  the  arm,  while,  incapable  of  farther  defence, 
she  uttered  shriek  upon  shriek.  "  Nay,  scream  away 
if  you  like  it,"  said  he,  still  holding  her  fast ;  "  I  have 
heard  the  sea  at  the  loudest,  and  I,  mind  a  squalling 
woman  no  more  than  a  miauling  kitten— Damn  me  I 
—I  have  heard  fifty  or  a  hundred  screaming  at  onoe^ 
when  there  was  a  town  stormed." 

The  cries  of  the  Countesa  however,  brought  unex- 
pected aid,  in  the  person  or  Lawrence  Staples,  who 
had  heard  her  rxclamations  from  his  apartment  be- 
low, and  entered  in  good  time  to  save  her  from  being 
discovered,  if  not  from  more  atrocious  violence. 
Lawrence  was  dmnk  also,  from  the  debauch  of  the 
preceding  night ;  but  fortunately  his  intoxication  had 
taken  a  different  turn  from  that  of  Lamboume. 

*'  What  the  doil's  noise  is  this  in  the  ward  V  he 
said—"  What !  man  aAd  woman  together  in  the 
same  cell  1  that  is  sgainst  rule.  I  wilihave  decency 
under  my  nil&  by  Saint  Peter  of  the  Fettera  !" 

*'  Get  thee  down  stairs,  thou  dmnken  beast,"  said 
Lamboume ;  "  seest  thou  not  the  lady  and  I  would 
be  private  T' 

''Good  sir,  worthy  sir  I"  said  the  Countess,,  ad- 
dressing the  jailer,  "  do  but  save  me  from  him,  for  the 
sake  ormercy !" 

"  She  speaks  fairly,"  said  the  jmler,  **  and  I  wiO 
take  her  part.  I  love  my  prisoners ;  and  I  have  had 
as  good  prisoners  under  my  key,  as  they  have  bad  in 
Newgate  or  the  Compter.  And  so.  being  one  of  my 
lambkins,  ss  I  say,  no  one  shall  disturb  her  in  hu 

E en -fold.    S9,  let  go  the  woman,  or  I'll  knock  your 
rains  out  with  my  keys." 

"  rll  make  a  blood-pudding  of  thy  midriff  firet^" 
answered  Lamboume,  laying  his  left  hand  on  his 
dagger,  but  still  detaining  the  Conntees  by  the  arm 
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wkh  his  rii^t—"  So  have  at  thee,  thou  old  ostrich, 
whoM  only  living  la  upon  a  bunch  of  iron  key^a !" 

Lawrence  raised  the  arm  of  Hichael,  and  prevented 
him  from  drawing  his  dagpr ;  and  as  Lamboume 
struggled  and  strove  to  shake  him  ofT,  the  Countess 
made  a  sudden  exertion  on  her  side,  and  slipping  her 
hand  out  of  the  glove  on  which  the  ruffian  still  kept 
liold,  she  gainedlier  liberty,  and  escaping  from  the 
apartment!  ran  down  stairs ;  while,  at  the  same 
moment,  she  heard  the  two  combatants  fall  on  the 
floor  with  a  noise  which  increased  her  terror.    The 

guter  wicket  oflfered  no  impediment  to  W  flight, 
avinff  been  openedfor  Lambourne's  admittance;  so 
that  sne  succeeded  in  escaping  down  the  stair,  and 
fled  into  the  Plcasance,  which  seemed  to  her  hasty 
glance  the  direction  in  which  she  was  most  likely  to 
avoki  pursuiu 

Meanwhile  Lawrence  and  Lamboume  rolled  on 
the  floor  of  the  apartment,  closely  grappled  together. 
Neither  had,  happily,  opportunity  to  draw  their  dag- 
gers ;  but  Lawrence  found  space  enough  to  dash  his 
neavy  keys  across  Michael's  face,  and  Michael,  in 
return,  grnepeA  the  turnkey  so  feuy  by  the  throat, 
that  the  olood  gushed  from  nose  and  mouth  t  so  that 
they  were  both  ^ly  and  flithy  spectacles,  when  one 
of  the  other  ofiicers  of  the  household,  attracted  by  the 
noise  of  the  fray,  entered  the  room,  and  with  some 
difliculty  efiected  the  separation  of  the  combatants. 

**  A  murrain  on  you  both,"  said  the  charitable  me- 
diator, ^  and  esoecially  on  you,  Master  Lamboume  t 
What  the  fiend  lie  you  here  for,  fighting  on  the 
floor,  like  two  butchers'  curs  in  the  Kennel  of  the 
riiamblesT'  ,  .         .       ,  .     . 

Lamboume  arose,  and,  somewhat  sobered  by  the 
interposition  of  a  third  party,  looked  with  something 
less  than  his  usual  brazen  impudence  of  visage ; 
**  We  fought  for  a  weach,  an  thou  must  know,"  was 
hifl  reply. 

"A  wench  t  Wliere  is  she  T*  sakl  the  officer. 

**  Why,  vanished,  I  think,"  said  Lambourne.  look- 
ing around  him ;  "  unless  Lawrence  hath  swallowed 
her.  That  filthy  paunch  of  his  devours  as  many 
distressed  damsels  and  oppressed  orphans,  as  e'er  a 
giant  in  King  Arthur's  history :  they  arc  his  prime 
lood ;  be  worries  them  body,  soul,  and  substance.'* 

'*Ay,  ay!  It's  no  matter,"  said  Lawrence,  ga- 
thering up  his  huge  ungainly  form  from  the  floor ; 
"  but  I  have  had  yotir  betters.  Master  Michael  Lam- 
boume, under  the  little  turn  of  my  forefinger  and 
thumb;  and. I  shall  have  thee,  before  all's  done, 
under  my  hatches.  The  impudence  of  thy  brow  will 
not  always  save  thy  shin-bones  from  iron,  and  thy 
foul  thirsty  gullet  from  a  hempen  cord."— The  words 
were  no  sooner  out  of  his  mouth,  when,  Lamboume 
again  made  at  him. 

**Nay,  go  not  to  it  again,"  said  the  sewer,  "or  I 
will  call  tor  him  shall  tame  you  both,  and  that  is 
Ksster  Vamey— Sir  Richard,  I  mean— he  is  stir- 
ring, I  promise  you— I  saw  him  cross  the  court  just 
now." 

"  Didst  thou,  by  G—  f  said  Lamboume,  seizing  on 
die  bamn  and  ewer  which  stood  in  the  apartment : 
"Nay,  then,  element,  do  thy  work— I  thought  I  hod 
enough  of  thee  last  night,  when  I  floated  about  for 
Orion,  like  a  cork  on  a  fermenting  cask  of  ale." 

So  saying,  he  fell  to  work  to  cleanse  from  his  face 
and  bands  the  signs  of  the  'fray,  and  get  hts  apparel 
into  some  order. 

"  What  hast  thou  done  to  him  V  said  the  sewer, 
Bpeaking  aside  to  the  jailer;  "his  face  is  fearfully 
Bwclled.^* 

"  It  is  but  the  imprint  of  the  key  of  my  eabinet— too 
good  a  mark  for  bis  gallows-face.  No  man  shall 
abuse  or  inmilt  my  prisoners ;  they  are  my  jewels, 
and  I  lock  them  in  safe  easket  accordingly.— And  so, 
mistress,  leave  on  your  wailing— Hey  I  why»  surely, 


there  was  a  woman  here!" 
"It 


i  think  you  are  all  mad  this  morning,"  said  the 

sewer ;  "I  saw  no  woman  here,  nor  no  man  neither, 

jn  a  proper  sense,  but  only  two  beasts  rolling  on  the 

floor.* 

"  Nay,  then  I  am  undone"  said  the  jailer ;  **  the 

Crifon's  broken,  that  is  all.    Kenilworth  nnson  is 
ruken,"  be  continued,  in  a  tone  of  maudlin  lamenta- 


tion, "  which  waa  the  strongest  iail  betwixt  thi«  mi 
the  Welsh  marches— a^  an»a  house  that  has  hid 
knijghts,  and  earls,  and  kings  bleeping  in  it,  as  accon 
as  u  they  had  been  m  the  Tower  of  Lonoon.  It  ii 
broken,  the  ;>ri8onera  fled,  and  the'  jsiler  in  much 
danger  of  being  hanged  f 

So  saying,  he  retreated  down  to  his  own  den  to 
conclude  his  lamentations,  or  to  sle^  himself  a ' 


Lamboume  and  the  sewer  foUowed^hiro  close,  aad 
it  was  well  for  them,  since  the  jailer;  out  of  loen 
habit,  was  about  to  lock  the  wicket  after  him ;  tai 
had  they  not  been  within  the  reach  of  intcrfeni^ 
they  would  have  had  the  pleasure  of  being  shut  ud  m 
the  turret-chamber,  from  which  the  C^tese  m 
been  Just  delivered. 

That  unhappy  lady,  as  soon  as  she  found  herself  H 
liberty,  fled,  as  we  have  already  mentioned,  into  tb« ' 
Pleasance.  She  had  seen  this  richly  omamentid 
space  of  ground  from  the  window  of  Merm'i 
Tower ;  and  it  occurred  to  her,  at  the  moment  of  h* 
escape^  that,  among  its  numerous  ari)ours,  bowery 
fountains,  statues,  and  grottoes,  she  might  nnd  mm 
recess,  in  which  she  could  ^lieconoealeoontil  abelad 
an  opportunity  of  addressuig  herself  to  a  protectti; 
to  whom  she  might  communicate  as  much  as  da 
dared  of  her  forlorn  situation,  and  through  whoai 
means  she  might  supplicate  an  interview  with  ha 
husband. 

"If  I  could  see  my  guide,"  she  thought,  "I  wooU 
leam  if  he  had  delivered  my  letter.  £ven  did  I  hA 
see  Tressilian,  it  were  better  to  risk  Dudley^a  aoflft 
by  confiding  my  whole  situation  to  one  vho  la  ill 
very  soul  of  honour,  than  to  run  the  hazard  of  te 
ther  insult  among  the  insolent  menials  of  diisilh 
ruled  place.  I  wilfnot  sgain  venture  into  an  endow 
apartment.  I  will  wait,  I  will  watch— amidst  m 
many  human  beings,  there  must  be  some  kind  hint 
which  can  judge  and  compassionate  what  oiia 
endures." 

In  truth,  more  than  one  party  entered  and  traTerm 
the  Pleasance.  But  they  were  in  joyous  ^ovia  f^ 
four  or  five  persons  together,  laughing  and  lestins  it 
their  own  fulness  of  mirth  and  lightness  of  heart 

The  retreat  which  she  had  cnosen  gave  her  iia 
easy  alternative  of  avoiding  observation.  It  waitil 
steppiiLg  back  to  the  farthest  recess  of  a  grotto, «n^ 
mentea  with  rustic  work  and  moss-seats,  aad  ta- 
minated  by  a  fountain,  and  she  might  easilv  remai 
concealed,  or  at  her  pleasure  discover  hers^u  to  sBf 
solitary  wanderery'whose  curiosity  might  lead  Imp  V 
that  romantic  retirement.  Anticipating  such  .li 
opportunity,  she  looked  into  the  clear  basin,  wncs 
the  silent  fountain  held  up  to  her  like  a  mirror.  dM 
felt  shocked  at  her  own  appearance,  and  doubtwl.i^ 
the  same  time,  muffled  and  disfigured  as  herdisoM 
made  her  seem  to  herself!  wbetnor  any  female M 
it  was  from  the  compassion  of  Jier  own  sex  that  M 
chiefly  expected  sympathy)  would  engage  in  coDi(^ 
enoe  with  so  suspicious  an  object.  Reasoning  ilnl 
like  a  woman,  to  whom  external  appearanoe  I 
scarcely  in  any  circumstances  a  matter  oif  uniiTipon> 
ance,  and  like  a  beauty,  who  had  some  confidence  a 
the  power  of  her  own  charms,  she  laid  aside  hH 
travelling  cloak  and  capotaine  hat,  and  placed  thai 
beside  her,  so  that  she  could  assume  them  in  an  H 
Slant,  ere  one  cotild  penetrate  from  the  entrance  4 
the  grotto  to  its  extremity,  in  case  the  intrusion  4 
Tarncy  or  ofLamboume  should  render  such  diaotf 
necessary.  The  dress  which  she  wore  under  uiei 
•vestments  was  somewhat  of  a  theatrical  cast.  »M 
to  suit  the  assumed  personage  of  one  of  the  femm 
who  was  to  act  in  the  paj^^cant.  Way  land  hadfoiOl 
the  means  of  arranging  it  thus  u|^n  the  second  qj 
of  their  journey,  navinjg  experienced  the  serrii 
arising  from  the  assumpuon  of  such  a  charsctor  oi 
the  preceding  day.  The  fountain,  actmg  both  a%i 
mirror  and  ewer,  afiforded  Amy  the  means  of  a  bn( 
toilette,  of  which  she  availed  herself  as  hastily  i 
possible ;  then  took  in  her  hand  her  small  casketl 
jewels,  in  case  she  might  find  them  usefui  intereil 
sor&  and  retiring  to  the  darkest  and  most  sequesttR 
nook,  sat  down  on  a  scat  of  roosa,  and  awaited  tt 
fhte  should  give  her  some  chance  of  rescue,  or  i 
piopitiaung  an  interceasor« 
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Rave  jom  DotM6n  th«  pnrtridfa  quake, 
▼rawinf  the  hawk  approaching  nighf 

eiM  eoddfea  eloM  beneath  the  brake, 
Ateid  to  ait,  aflraid  la  ar.—Pripr. 

It  chanced  upon  that  memotable  Tnoming,  that 
one  of  the  earliest  of  the  huntress  train,  who  appeared 
fiom  her  chamber  in  fuU  array  for  the  Chase^  was 
the  Princeas  for  whom  all  these  pleasures  were  tD9ii- 
Uted,  England'a  Maiden  Ctneen.  I  know  not  if  it 
We  by  chance,  or  out  of  the  befittmf?  courtesy  due 
loamwtress  by  whom  he  was- so  much  honoured, 
that  she  had  scarcely  made  one  step  beyond  the 
titfeshold  of  her  chamoer,  ere  Leicester  was  by  her 
vde,  and  proposed  to  her,  until  the  preparations  for 
(hs  Chftflo  had  been  oomt)Ieted,  to  view  the  Plea- 
Mnosi  and  the  gardens  which  it  connected  with  the 

To  tms  new  scene  of  pleasures  thev  walked^  the 
ItrTs  arai  affording  his  Sovereign  the  occasional 
■Import  whKh  she  required,  where  flights  of  steps, 
mai  a-^ftvoorite  ornament  in  a  garden,  conducted 
Ihem  firoBojepace  to  terraoe,  and  from  parterre  to 
pvterrc.  The  Udies  in  attendance,  gifted  with  pru- 
oenee^  or  endowed  perhaps  with  the  amiable  desire 
rf  aetmg  as  they  would  be  done  by,  did  not  conceive 
thdr  dafy  to  the  Queen**  person  required  them, 
though  chey  lost  not  sight  of  her,  to  approach  so 
Mtf  as  1o  shares  or  perhaps  disturb,  the  conversation 
betwtzt  the  Qcoeen  and  the  Earl,  who  was  not  only 
her  h(Mt.  but  also  her  most  trusted,  esteemed,  and 
fevouna  servant,  lliey  contented  themselves  with 
•dnnrqw  the  grace  of  this  illustrious  couple,  whose 
lobes  orstatewere  now  exchanged  for  hunting  suits, 
dtiBMCeqqaUy  magnificent. 

fihabeth's  sylvan  dress,  which  was  of  a  pale  blue 
alk,*  with  silver  lace  and  ai^lUUe»,  approached  in 
farm  to  that  of  the  ancient  Amazons :  and  was, 
therefoK^  well  suited  at  once  to  her  height,  and  to 
the  dignity  of  her  mien,  which  her  conscious  rank 
tad  long  habit  of  authority  had  rendered  in  some 
dflgiee  too  masculine  to  be  seen  to  the  best  advantage 
ii  ofdinary  female  weeds.  Leicestei's  hunting  suit 
ef  Lbcobi-ereen,  richly  embroidered  with  gold,  and 
ensBod  by  the  gay  baldric,  which  sustained  a  buglc- 
hdtn,  and  a  wood-knife  instead  of  a  swordL  became 
ili  master,  as  did  his  other  vestments  of  court  or 
4  war.  For  such  were  the  perfections  of  his  form 
ttd  mien,  that  Leicester  was  always  supposed  to  be 
■en  to  the  greatest  advantage  in  the  character  and 
Aess  which  for  the  time  he  represented  or  wore. 

The  conversation  of  Elizabeth  and  the  favourite 
Barl  has  not  reached  U8  in  detail.    But  those  who 
watched  at  some  distance  (and  the  eyes  of  courtiers 
•ad  eonrt  ladies  are  right  sharp)  were  of  opinion, 
that  on  no  occasisn  did  the  dignity  of  Elizabeth,  in 
gesture  and  motion,  seem  so  decidedly  to  soften 
tway  into  a  mien  expressive  of  indecision  and  tender- 
'MBB.    Her  step  was  not  only  slow,  but  even  un- 
stual,  a  thing  most  unwonted  in  her  carriage;  her 
looks  seemed  bont  on  the  ground,  and  there  was  a 
timid  disposition  to  withdraw  from  her  companion, 
which  external  gesture  in  females  often  indicates 
tKiccly  the  opposite  tendency  in  the  secret  mind. 
Hie  Duchess  of  Rutland,  who  ventured  nearest,  was 
i  '^m  heard  to  aver,  that  she  discerned  a  tear  in 
I  BTEabeth's  eye.  and  a  blnsh  on  her  cheek ;  and  still 
1  "irther,  **  She  bent  her  looks  on  the  i^ound  to  avoid 
'Mm^"  said  the  Duchess;  "she  who,  m  her  ordinary 
Mm,  couM  look  down  a  lion."    To  what  conclusion 
^me  symptoms  led  is  sufficiently  evident;  nor  were 
wy  probably  entirely  groundless.    The  progres;*  of 
•private  conversation,  oetwixt  two  persons  of  differ- 
4M  sexes,  is  often  decisive  of  their  fate,  and  gives  it 
t  tarn  very  different  perhaps  from  what  they  therti- 
tires  antscipcted    Gallan  try  becomes  mingfod  with 
ution,  and  affisction  and  passion  come  gra- 
te mix  with  gallantnr.     Nobles,  as  wen  as 
id  swains,  .will,  in  such  a  trying  moment,  say 
than  they  mtended ;  and  Queens,  like  villa  ~ 
-JDS,  win  listen  longer  than  they  should, 
.^oraes  in  the  meanwhile  n^ghed  and  champed  the 
■in  with  impatience  in  the  base-court ;  hounds  yellod 
■  their  coapJei,  and  yeooMB^  rrtnMers,  and  priekers, 


lamented  the  exhalmg  of  the  dew,  which  would  pre- 
vent the  scent  from  lymg.  But  Leicester  had  another 
chase  in  view,  or,  to  speak  more  justly  towards  him, 
had  become  engaged  m  it  without  premeditation,  aa 
the  high-spirited  hunter  which  follows  the  cry  of  the 
hounds  that  have  crossed  his  path  by  accident.  Tne 
Queen— an  accomplished  and  haimsome  woman— 
t|ie  pride  of  England,  the  hope  of  France  and  Hol- 
land, and  the  dread  of  Sbpain,  had  probably  listened 
with  more  than  usual  favour  to  that  mixture  of 
romantic  gallantry  with  which  she  id  ways  loved  to 
be  addressed ;  and  t);e  Earl  had,  in  vanity,  ki  ambi- 
tion, or  in  both,  thrown  in  more  and  more  of  that 
delicious  ingredient,  until  his  importunity  became  the 
language  of  love  itself. 

"No,  Dudley,"  said  Elizabeth,  yet  it  was  with 
broken  accents— **  No,  I  mast  be  the  mother  of  my 
people.  Other  ties,  that  make  the  lowly  maidea 
happy,  are  denied  to  her  Sovereign— No,  Leicester, 
urge  it  no  mor^— Were  I  as  others,  free  to  seek  my 
own  hanpiness— then,  mdeed— but  it  cannot— cannot 
be.— Delay  the  chase— delay  it  for  half  an  hour— and 
leave  me,  my  lord." 

" How,  leaveyou, madam  f*  said LeioeBter,^'*Ha9 
my  madness  offended  you  T* 

^*No,  Leicester,  not  sof  answered  the  Queen, 
hastily;  **b^t  it  is  madness,  and  must  not  be  re- 
peated. (Jo— but  go  not  far  from  hence— and  mean- 
time let  no  one  intrude  on  my  privacy." 

While  she  spoke  thus,  Dudley  bowed  deeply,  and 
retired  with  a  slow  dnd  melancholy  ah.  The  Queen 
stood  gazing  after  him,  and  murmured  to  herself— 
•*  Were  it  possible— were  it  btU  possible !— but  no- 
no— Elizabeth  must  be  the  wife  and  mother  of  Eng- 
land alone." 

As  she  spoke  thns,  and  in  order  to  avoid  some 
one  whose  step  she  heard  aopreaching,  the  Queen 
turned  into  the  grotto  in  which  her  hapless,  and  yet 
but  too  successful,  rival  lay  concealed. 

The  mind  of  England^s  Elizabeth,  if  somewhat 
shaken  by  the  agitating  interview  to  which  she  had 
jnst  put  a  period,  was  of  that  firm  and  decided 
character  which  soon  recovers  its  natural  tone.  It 
was  like  one  of  thot>e  ancient  druidical  monuments 
called  Rorking-stones.  The  fincer  of  Cupid^  boy  as 
he  is  painted,  could  put  her  feelings  in  motion,  but 
the  power  of  Hercules  could  not  have  destroyed  their 
eciuilibrium.  As  she  advanced  with  a  slow  pace 
towards  the  inmost  extremity  of  the  grotto,  her 
countenance,  ere  she  had  proccwlfid  holf  the  length, 
had  recovered  its  dignity  of  look,  and  her  mien  its 
air  of  cpnimand. 

It  was  then  the  Queen  became  aware,  that  a  female 
figure  was  placed  hesid^  or  rather  partly  behind,  an 
alabaster  column,  at  the  foot  of  which  arose  the 
pellucid  fountain,  which  occupied  the  inmost  recess 
of  the  twilight  grotto.  Theclnsaical  mind  of. Eliza- 
beth suggested'^ the  story  of  Numa  and  Egerio,  and 
she  doubted  not  that  some  Italian  sculptor  had  b^ra 
reprpsented  the  Naiad,  whose  inspirations  gave  laws 
to  Rome.  As  she  advanced,  she  became  doubtful 
whether  she  beheld  a  statue,  or  a  form  of  flesh  and 
blood.  Hie  unfortunate  Amy,  indeed,  remained  mo- 
tionless, betwixt  the  desire  which  she  had  to  make 
her  condition  known  to  one  of  her  own  sox,  and  her 
awe  for  the  stately  form  which  approached  her,  and 
which^  though  her  eyes  had  never  before  beheld,  her 
fears  instantly  suspected  to  be  the  personage  she 
really  was.  Amy  had  arisen  from  her  seat  wuh  the 
purpose  of  addressing  the  lady,  who  entered  the 
grotro  alone,  and,  as  she  at  first  thought,  so  oppor- 
tunely. But  when  she  recollected  the  plarm  which 
Leicester  had  expressed  at  the  Queen's  knowing 
aught  of  their  union,  and  became  more  and  more 
satisfied  that  the  person  whon\  she  now  beheld  was 
Elizabeth  herself,  she  stood  ^ith  one  *bot  advanced 
and  one  withdrawn,  her  arms,  head,  and  hands,  per- 
fectly motionless,  and  hor  check  as  pollid  a.«j  the  ala- 
baster pedestal  against  which  she  leaned.  H<>rdrew 
was  of  pale  sea-grf^n  silk,  little  distinguished  in  that 
nnperfect  Kght,  and  somewhat  resembled  the  dropciy 
of  a  Grecian  Nymph,  such  an  antique  diagulw 
having  been  thdujjht  the  most  secure,  where  so  ninn? 
masquers  and  revellers  were  aaaemhlod  s  so  that  the 
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ilueen*8  donbt  of  her  bebi^  a  living  tonn  was  well 
tufitifled  by  all  contingent  .circamstaDceSi  as  well  as 
hy  the  bloodleaa  cheek  aha  the  fixed  eye. 

Elizabeth  remained  in  doubt,  even  after  she  had 
approached  within  a  few  paces,  whether  she  did  not 
gaze  on  a  statue  so  cunningly  fashioned,  that  by  the 
doubtftil  light  it  could  not  be  distinguished  from 
reality.  She  stopped*  therefore,  and  fixed  upon  this 
interesting  object  her  princely  look  with  so  much 
keenness,  that  the  astonishment  which  had  kept 
Amy  immoveable  gave  way  to  awe,  and  she  gradually 
cast  down  her  eyes,  and  drooped  ner  head  under  the 
commanding  ^aze  of  the  sovereign.  Still,  however, 
she  remained  m  all  respects,  saving  this  slow  and  pro- 
found inchnation  of  the  head,  motionless  and  silent 

From  her  dress,  and  the  casket  which  she  instinct- 
ively held  in  her  hand.  Elizabeth  naturally  conjec- 
tured that  the  beautiful  but  mute  figure  which  she 
beheld  was  a  performer  in  one  of  the  various  thea- 
trical pageants  which  had  been  placed  in  different 
situations  to  surprise  her  with,  their  homage,  and  that 
the  poor  player,  overcome  with  awe  at  her  presence, 
had  either  forgot  the  part  assigned  her.  or  lacked 
courage  to  go  through  it.  It  was  natural  and  cour- 
teous to  give  her  some  encouragement;  and  Eliza- 
beth accordingly  said,  in  a  tone  of  condescending 
kindness,—"  How  now,  fair  Nymph  of  this  lovely 
grotto— art  thou  spell-bound  and  struck  with  dumb- 
ness by  the  charms  of  the  kicked  enchanter,  whom 
men  term  Fear  ?— We  are  his  sworn  enemy,  maiden, 
and  can  reverse  his  charm.  Speak,  we  commaxid 
thee." 

Instead  of  answering  her  by  speech,  the  unfor- 
tunate Countess  dropped  on  tier  knee  before  the 
Queen,  let  her  casket  fall  from  her  hand,  and  clasp- 
ing her  palms  together,  looked  up  in  the  Queen's  face 
with  such  a  mixed  agony  of  fear  and  supplication, 
that  Elizabeth  was  considerably  afTected. 

"What  may  this  meanT'  sne^^aid;  "this  is  a 
stronger  passion  than  befits  the  occasion.  Stand 
up,  damsel— what  wouldst  thou  have  with  usi" 

''  Your  protection,  madam,"  faltered  forth  the  un- 
happy petitioner.  i 

*^  Each  daughter  of  England  has  it  while  she  is 
worthy  of  it,"  replied  the  Queen ;  "but  your  distress 
seems  to  have  a  deeper  root  than  a  forgot  ton  task. 
Why,  and  in  what  do  you  crave  our  protection  7" 

Amy  hastily  endeavoured  to  recall  what  she  were 
best  to  say,  which  might  secure  herself /rom  the  im* 
minent  dangers  that  surrounded  hen  without  endan- 
gering her  husband;  and  plunging  from  one  thouj^ht 
to  another,  amidst  the  chaos  which  filled  her  mmd, 
she  could  at  length,  in  answer  to  the  Queen's  repeat- 
ed inquiries,  in  what  she  sought  protecuon,  only 
falter  out,  "Alas!  I  know  not '^ 

"This  is  folly,  maiden,"  said  Elizabeth,  impa- 
tiently; for  there  was  something  in  the  extreme  oon- 
fiision  of  the  suppliant,  which  irritated  her  curiosity, 
as  well  as  interested  ner  feelings.  "The  sick  man 
must  tell  his  malady  to  the  physician,  nor  are  ws 
accustomed  to  ask  questions  so  oft,  without  receiving 
an  anHwer." 

"I  request— I  implore,"  stammered  forth  the  unfor- 
tunate Countess,—"  I  beseech  your  (rracious  protec- 
tion—against— against  one  Varney.*'  She  choked 
well  nigh  as  she  uttered  the  fatal  word,  which  was 
Instantly  caught  up  by  the  Queen.  ^ 

"What  Vorney— Sir  Richard  Vamey— the  servant 
of  Lord  Leicester?— What,  damsel,  are  you  to  him, 
or  he  to  you  7" 

"  I— I— was  his  prisoner— and  he  practised  on  my 
Kfe— and  I  broke  forth  to— to" 

"  To  throw  thyself  on  my  nrotection.  doubtless," 
said  Elizabeth.  ^*Thou  shalt  have  it— that  is,  if  thou 
art  worthy ;  for  we  will  sift  this  matter  to  the  utter- 
tnost— Thou  art,"  she  said,  bendinfi^^on  the  Countess 
sn  <^ye  which  seemed  designed  to  pierce  her  very  in- 
most soul,—"  thou  art  Amy,  daughter  of  Sifr  Hugh 
Itobsart  9f  Lidcote-HallT*^ 

"  Forgive  me— forgive  me— most  gracious  Prin- 
cess !"  said  Amy,  droi^ping  once  more  on  her  knee, 
from  which  she  had  arisen. 

*For  what  should  I  forgive  thee,  silly  wench  1" 
•oIJ  Elizabeth;  "for  being  the  daughter  of  thine 
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own  father  1  'pum  art  lnrns>-eick,  surely.  Well,  I 
see  I  must  wnng  <he  story  from  thee  by  inches- 
Thou  didst  deceive  thine  old  and  honoured  faihi 

thy  look  confesses  it— cheated  Master  TresHlia 
—thy  blush  avouches  it— and  married  this  aan 
Vamey7" 

Amy  sprung  on  her  feet,  and  intermpted  the  QhmI 
eagerly,  with,  "  No,  maoam,  no— as  there  ia  a  Gtj 
al»ove  us,  I  am  not  the  sordid  wretch  yoa  wtdj 
make  me !  I  am  not  the  ^ife  of  that  contempdi 
slave— of  that  most  deliberate  villain !  I  am  not  « 
wife  of  Vamey  1  I  would  rather  be  the  bride  of  D| 
struction  1"  , 

The  Queeti,  overwhelmed  in.  her  tam,  by  Aa^ 
vehemence,  stood  silent  for  an  instant,  and  then^ 
plied,  "  Why,  God  ha*  mercy,  woman  I— I  see  r^ 
canst  talk  liast  enough  when  the  theme  likes  1, 
Nay,  tell  mc^  woman/'  ahe  continued,  for  to  thai 
pulse  of  cunoBtty,  was  now  added  that  of  an  H 
fined  jealousy  that  some  deoeptiop  had  been  | 
sed  on  her,—"  tell  msi  woman— for  by  God'a  < 
WILL  know— whose  wife,  or  whose  paramovit  | 
thoul  Speak  out,  and  be  speedy— Thou  wert  I 
dally  vritn  a  lioness  than  with  Elizabeth."  ia 

Vvf^  to  this  extremity,  dragged  as  it  iwi|j| 
irresistible  force  to  the  verge  of  toe  precmioe,  1M 
she  saw  but  could  not  avoid,-j)ermitied  not  ilg| 
ment's  respite  by  the  eager  words  and  nienadi||g| 
tures  of  the  ofiended  QueeO}  Amy  at  lengtk  MM 
in  despah-,  "  The  Elarl  of  Leicester  know*  it  aJL*  i 

"The  Earl  of  Leicester  1"  said  Elizabelh,  io  m 
astonishment— 1*  The  Earl  of  Leioesterl'*  sbejM 
ed,  with  kindling  anger,— "Woman,  thoa  a»fli|i 
to  this— thou  dost  belie  him— he  takes  no  ksflJM 
such  things  as  thou  art.  Thou  art  suborned  toM| 
der  the  noblest  lord,  and  the  truest-hearted  ■■bI 
man,  in  England !  But  were  he  the  rifl^t  hmm 
our  trust,  or  something  yet  dearer  to  us,  thonjH 
have  thy  hearing,, and  that  in  his  preseoce.  Cm 
with  me— come  with  me  instantly  I"  1 

As  Amy  shrunk  back  with  terror,  winch  4m 
censed  Queen  interpreted  as  that  of  consdooa^ 
Elizabeth  rapidly  advanced,  seized  on  her  : 
hastened  with  SMrift  and  long  steps  out  of  \ ' 
and  along  the  principal  alley  of  the  PleasaiuH 
ging  with  her  the  terrified  Countess,  nvhom  ■■ 
held  by  the  arm,  and  whose  utmost  i  ii  ilkiiM 
but  just  keep  pace  with  those  of  the  indigDant  «| 

Leicester  was,  at  this  moment,  the  caentM 
qplendid  group  of  lords  and  ladieia,  aaaemfaM 
gether  under  an  arcade,  or  portico,  which  doM 
alley.  The  company  bad  drawn  together  iq 
place  to  attend  the  commands  of  her  u^jeetf  1 
the  hunting-party  should  go  forward,  and  tbcn 
nishment  may  be  imagined,  when,  instead  of  i 
Elizabeth  advance  towards  them  with  her  nsam 
sored  dignity  of  motion,  they  beheld  her  'wal^ 
rapkily,  that  she  was  ya.  the  midst  of  thexn  «i 
were  aware ;  and  then  observed,  with  fear  an^ 
prise^  that  her  features  were  flushed  faetwixi 
and  agitatwn,  that  her  hair  was  loosened  I 
haste  of  motion,  and  that  her  eyes  eparkled  ■ 
were  wont  when  the  spirit  of  Henry  VIII..  sru 
highest  in  his  daughter.  Nor  were  they  lefi« 
nished  at  the  appearance  of  the  pale,  extei 
half  dead,  yet  still  lovely  female,  whom  tbe 
upheld  by  main  strength  with  one  hand,  iirhij 
the  other  she  waived  aside  the  ladies  and  nobh 
pressed  towards  her,  under  the  kiea  that 
taken  suddenly  ill-  Where  is  my  Lord  of  ^ 
ter  1"  she  said,  in  a  tone  tliat  thrilled  with  ma 
ment  all  the  courtiers  who  stood  around—-*^ 
forth^  my  Lord  of  I.eicester !" 

If;  in  tne  midst  of  the  most  serene  day  of 
when  all  is  light  and  laughing  around,  a  tKi: 
were  to  fall  from  the  clear  blue  vault  of  heai 
rend  the  earth  at  the  very  feet  of  sonae 
traveller,  he  could  not  gaze  upon  the  e 
chasm,  which  so  unexpectedly  yawned  L  _. 
with  half  the  astonishment  and  fear  wbidi 
felt  at  the  sight  that  so  suddenly  pn 
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He  had  that  instant  been  receiving, 
afieciation  of  disavowing  and  misunderstm^. 
meaning,  the  half  uttered,  half  intimated 
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httons  of  the  oooitiers-upon  the  favour  of  ^e  Queen, 
carried  apparaitly  to  its  hiffheet  pitch  during  the  in- 
terview or  that  morning ;  from  wMbh  raoet  of  them 
seemed  to  augur,  that  he  might  soon  arise  fh>m  their 
equal  in  rank  to  become  their  master.  And  now, 
while  the  subdued  yet  proud  smile  with  which  he  dis- 
claimed those  irefinvnoes  was  yet  curling  his  cheek, 
the  Queen  shot  into  the  circle,  her  passions  excited 
to  the  uttermost;  and,  supporting  with  one  hand, 
and  apparently  without  an  effort,  Uie  pale  and  sink- 
ing form  of  his  almost  expiring  wife,  and  poindng 
with  the  finjger  of  the  other  to  h^  half  dead  features, 
demanded,  m  a  Yotee  that  sounded  to  the  ears  of  the 
astounded  statesman  like  the  last  dread  tnimpet'Call, 
ihat  is  tn  summon  bodv  and  spirit  to  the  judgment- 
seat,  '*  Knowat  thou  this  woman  7" 

As,  at  the  blast  of  that  last  trumpet,  the  guilty 
shall  call  upon  the  mountains  to  cover  them,  Leices- 
ter's inwanl  thoughts  invoked  the  stately  arch  wiuch 
he  had  hoflt  in  his  pride,  to  burst  its  stroiu^  oonjuno- 
tKHX,  and  overwhelm  them  in  its  ruins.  But  the  ce- 
mented stones,  architrave,  and  battlement,  stood  fast ; 
and  it  was  the  proud  master  himself,  who,  as  if  some 
actual  pressure  had  bent  him  to  the  earth,  kneeled 
down  before  Elizabeth,  and  prostrated  his  brow  to 
the  marble  flae-stones,  on  which  she  stood* 

**  Leicester,'^  said  £b2abeth,,in  a  voice  whioh  trem- 
Med  with  passion,  "could  I  tmnk  thou  hast  practised 
on  me— <m  me  thjr  Sovereign—on  me  thy  confiding^ 
thy  too  partial  mistress,  the  base  and  ungrateful  de- 
o^tion  which  thy  preaent  confuswn  surmises— by  all 
that  is  holy,  folse  lord,  that  head  of  thine  were  in  as 
great  peril  as  ever  was  th^  father's  V* 

Leicester  had  not  conscious  innocence,  but  he  had 
pride  to  support  him.  He  raised  slowly  his  brow 
and  features,  which  were  black  and  swoln  with  con- 
leodin;; emotions,  and onlv replied,  "My  head  cannot 
fall  bat  by  the  sentence  of  my  peers— to  them  I  will 
pfead,  and  not  to  a  princess  who  thus  requites  my 
£uth/ul  service !" 

"  What !  my  lords^*'  said  Elizabeth,  looking  around, 
"we  are  defied,  I  thmk— defied  in  the  Castle  we  have 
onrselves  bestowed  on  this  proud  man !— My  Lord  of 
ShrewsbuiT,  you  are  marshal  of  England,  attach 
faim  of  high  treason  P' 

*•  Whom  does  your  Grace  mean  7**  said  Shrewsbu- 
ry, much,  surprised,  for  he  had  that  instant  joined  the 
astonished  circle. 

"•  Whom  should  I  mean,  but  that  traitor  Dudley, 
EaH  of  Leicester  K-Ck>usin  of  Hunsdon.  order  out 
your  band  of  gentlemen  pensioners,  snd  take  him 
mto  instant  custody.— I  say,  vilioin,  make  haste  1" 

Hunsdon,  a  rough  old  noble,  who,  from  his  rela- 
tbnship  to  the  Bofeyns,  was  accustomed  to  use. more 
ftecxiora  with  the  Queen  than  almost  any  other  dared 
to  do,  replied  bluntly,  "And  it  is  like  your  Grace 
mi^t  order  me  to  the  Tower  to-morrow,  for  making 
too  much  haste.    I  do  beseech  you  to  be  patient." 

** Patient— God's  lifer*  exclaimed  the  Queen— 
"name  not  the  word  •to  me— thou  know*st  not  of 
whathaisguiltyr 

Amy,  who  had  by  this  time  in  some  degree  reco- 
veied  tierself,  and  w^y>  saw  her  husband,  as  she  con- 
erived,  in  the  utmost  dananr  from  the  rage  of  an  of- 
feodea  Sovereign,  iiistantly  (and  alas !  how  many 
women  have  done  the  same)  forgot  her  own  wron^ 
and  her  own  danger,  in  her  apprehensions  for  him. 
uid  throwiiy^  herself  before  the  Queen,  embraced 
her  knees,  while  she  exclaimed,  "He is  guiltless,  ma- 
^— he  is  guildess— no  one  ean  lay  aught  to  the 
ckarae  of  the  noble  liOieester  V*     • 

'*v>'hy,  minion,"  answered  the  Queen,  "didst  not 
tiun,  thyself;  say  that  the  Earl  of  Leicester  was  pri- 
Vf  to  thy  whole  history  V* 

.  "Did  I  say  so 7"  rspeated  the  unhappy  Amy,  lay- 
<at  aside  every  consideration  of  consistency,  and  of 
id^terest ;  *'0,  if  I  did,  I  foully  belied  him.  May 
(fed  so  radffe  me,  as  I  believe  he  was  never  pnvy  to 
t thought  that  would  harm  met" 

*Woman  f '  said  Elizabeth, "  I  will  know  who  has 
Moved  thee  to  this ;  or  my  vrrath— and  the  wrath  of 
Jun;^  is  a  flaming  fire— shall  wither  and  consume 
diee  like  a  woed  in  the  furnace.'* 

As  the  Queen  uttered  this  threat,  Leicester's  batttf 
U 


aiigel  called  his  prida  to  his  aid,  and  reproached  him 
witti  the  viter  extremity  of  meanness  which  would 
overwhelm  him  for  ever,  if  he  stooped  to  take  shelter 
under  the  generous  interposition  of  his  wi£iL  and 
abandon  her,  in  return  for  her  kindness,  to  the  re- 
sentment of  the  Queen.  He  had  already  raised  his 
'head,  with  the  dignity  of  a  man  of  honour,  to  avow 
his  marriage,  andi  proclaim  himself  lk»  protector  of - 
his  Countess,  when  Varney,  born,  as  it  appeared,  to 
be  his  master's  evil  genius,  rushed  into  the  preseoge, 
with  every  mark  of  disorder  on  his  face  and  appaii4. 

"  What  means  this  saucy  intrusion  7"  said  Elisa- 
beth. 

Vam^,  with  the  air  of  a  man  altogether  over- 
whelmed vrith  grief  and  confusion,  prostrated  himself 
beforo  her  feet,  exdaiminf^,  "  Paraoi^  my  liegs,  par- 
don !— or  at  least  let  your  justice  avenge  itselfoo  rae^ 
where  it  is  due;  but  spare  my  noble,  my  generousi 
my  innocent  patron  and  master !" 

Amy,  who  was  yet  kneeling,  started  up  as  she  saw 
the  man  whom  she  doomed  most  odious  place  him- 
self so  near  her.  and  was  about  to  fly  towards  Leices- 
ter, when  ehedfied  at  once  by  the  uncertainty  aiid 
even  timidity  which  his  looks  had  rsassaned  a» 
soon  as  the  appearance  of  his  confidant  seemed  to 
open  a  new  scene,  she  huna  back  and  uttering  a  faint 
scream,  besought  of  her  Majesty  to  cause  her  to  ba 
imprisoned  in  the  lowest  dungeon  of  the  Castle— lo 
deal  with  her  as  the  woret  of  cnminals— "  but  q>are," 
she  exclaimed,  "mv  sight  and  hearins,  what  %rill  d** 
stroy  the  Uttle  judgment  I  have  left— the  sight  of 
that  unutterable  and  most  shameless  villain  1" 

"And  why,  sweetheart?"  said  the  Queen,  moved 
by  a  new  impulse ;  "  what  hath  he,  this  false  knight, 
smce  such  thou  acconntest  him,  done  to  thee?" 

"  Oh,  worse  than  sorrow,  madam,  and  worse  than 
injury— he  has  sown  dissension  where  most  there 
should  be  peace.  I  shall  go  mad  if  I  look  kmger  on 
him  I" 

"  Beshrew  me,  but  I  think  thou  art  distraught  al- 
ready," answered  the  Queen.— "My  Lord  t^unsdon, 
look  to  this  poor  distressed  young  woman,  and  let 
her  be  safsly  bestowed,  and  in  honest  kequng,  till  we 
require  her  to  be  forthcominjg." 

Two  or  three  of  the  ladies  in  attendance,  either 
moved  by  compassion  for  a  creature  so  interesting; 
or  by  some  other  motive,  offered  their  service  to  Iomc 
after  her ;  but  the  Queen  briefly  answered,  "  Ladies* 
under  favour,  no.— You  have  all  (give  God  thanks) 
sharp  ean  and  nimble  tongues— our  kinsman  Huns- 
don has  ears  of  the  dullest,  and  a  tongue  somewhat 
rough,  but  yet  of  the  slowest.— Hunsdon,  look  to  it 
that  none  have  speech  of  her."  , 

"  By  Our  Lady !"  said  Hunsdon,  taking  in  his  strong 
sinewy  arms  the  fading  and  almost  swooning  form  of 
Amy,  "  She  is  a  lovely  child ;  and  though  a  rough 
nurse,  your  Grace  hath  given  her  a  kindoae.  She 
is  safe  with  me  as  one  of  my  own  lady-birds  of 
daughters." 

So  saying  he  canriad  her  off,  unresistingly  and  Si* 
most  uneonsdousiy)  his  war-worn  locks  and  long 
gray  beard,  mingling  with  her  light-brown  tresses,  as 
her  head  reclined  on  his  strong  square  shoulder.— 
The  Queen  followed  him  with  her  eye— ehe  bad 
already,  with  that  self-oommand,  which  forms  so 
necessary  a  part  of  a  Sovereign's  acoomplishmcDt^ 
suppressed  every  appearance  of  agitation,  and  sf^m* 
ed  as  if  she  dasued  to  banish  all  traces  of  her  hurel 
of  passion  from  the  recollection  of  those  who  Ium 
witnessed  it.  "  Uy  Lord  of  Hunsdon  ssys  weH,'^ 
she  observed,  "  he  is  indeed  but  a  rough  nuns  £>r  so 
tender  a  babe." 

"  My  Lord  of  Hunsdon,"  said  the  Dean  of  St. 
Asaph,  **  I  speak  it  not  in  defamation  of  bis  more  no- 
ble qualities,  hath  a  broad  license  in  speech,  and  gar* 
nishes  his  discourse  somewhat  too  freely  with  th« 
cruel  and  superstitious  oaths,  which  savour  both  (tf 
profanenesB  snd  of  old  papistrie." 

"  It  is  the  fhult  of  his  blood,  Mr.  Dean,"  so«d  the 
Queen,  turning  sharply  round  upon  the  revereiid  dig- 
nitary as  she  spoke;  and  you  may  blame  miote  for 
the  same  distemprrature.  The  Roleyns  were  ever  i 
hot  and  pkiin-spoken  race,  more  hasty  to  speak  thsM 
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tf  my  woni-*I  hone  there  u  no  am  in  thtU  afiirma* 
ttMh**!  question  ir  it  were  moch  cooled  hj  mixing 
with  that  of  Tudor." 

'  A»  ahe  ^ade  this  last  obseniation,  she  smiled  gra- 
ciovsly,  and  stole  her  eyes  almost  msensibly  round 
t^  seek  those  of  the  Earl  of  Leicester,  to  whom  she 
now  began  to  think  she  had  spoken  with  hasty 
harshness  upon  the  unfounded  suspicion  of  a  mo- 
ment. 

.  The  Queen's  eye  found  the  Earl  in  no  mood  to  ac- 
ospt  the  implied  offer  of  conciliatwn.  His  own  looks 
hfH  followed  D^th  late  and  rueful  repentance,  the  fa- 
4^  form  which  Hunsdon  had  just  borne  from  the 
pnsence ;  they  now  reposed  gloomily  on  the  ground, 
Mit  more-^so  at  least  it  seemed  to  Elixabeth^with 
the  expression  of  one  who  has  reoeived  an  unjust  af- 
front, than  of  him  who  is  conscious  of  guilt.  She 
tamed  her  fiM»  angrily  from  him,  and  said  to  Vamey, 
"  Speak,  Sir  Richard,  and  explain  these  nddles—thou 
hast  sense  and  the  use  of  speech,  at  least,  whkh 
elsswhere  we  look  for  in  vain. 

As  she  said  this,  she  darted  another  resentful 
glance  towards  Leicester,  while  the  wily  Vamey  has- 
Isaed  to  teH  his  own  stoi^. 

"  Your  Majesty's  pieremg  eye,"  he  said,  "  has  al- 
nady  detected  the  cruel  malady  of  my  beloved  lady  i 
which,  unhappy  that  I  am,  I  would  not  suffer  to  be 
expressed  in  the  certificate  of  her  physician,  seeking 
to  conceal  what  has  now  broken  out  with  so  much 
the  more  scandal.*' 

**8he  is  then  distraught  1"  said  the  Queen— "in- 
deed we  dohbted  not  of  it—hei  whole  demeanour 
ftcnre  it  out.  I  found  her  moping  in  a'  comer  of 
)tto;  and  every  word  she  spoke— which 


mdeed  T  draaged  from  her  as  by  the  rack— she  in* 
•tantly  reoaltod  and  forewore.  But  how  came  she 
hither  t    Why  had  you  her  not  in  safe-keeping  T" 

"  My  gracious  Liese,"  said  Vamcnr,  "  the  worthy 
gentleman  under  wnose  charge  I  left  her,  Master 
Anthony  Poster,  has  come  hither  hut  npw,  as  fast  as 
man  and  horse  can  travel,  to  show  me  of  her  escape, 
which  «ie  managed  with  the  art  -peculiar  to  many 
who  are  afflicted  with  this  malady.  He  is  at  hand 
for  examination." 

**  Let  it  be  for  another  time,"  said  the  Queen. 
'*But,  Sir  Richard,  we  envy  you  not  vour  domestic 
feUctty ;  your,  lady  railed  on  you  bitterly,  and  seemed 
asadjr  to  swoon  at  beholding  yoiL" 
■  **  It  is  the  nature  of  persons  in  her  disorder,  so 
please  your  Ghrace,"  answered  Vamey,  "  to  be  ever 
Most  inveterate  in  their  spleen  against  those,  whom, 
hi  their  better  moments,  they  hold  nearest  and  dear* 
•est." 

"Wehaveheaidscbideed;*  sakl Blizabetb,  ''and 
give  faith  to  the  saying." 

"  May  your  Grace  then  be  pleased,"  sakl  Vamey. 
"to  command  my  unfortunate  wifo  to  be  delivered 
into  the  custody  of  her  friends?" 

Leicester  partly  started ;  but,  making  a  strong 
ellbrt,  he  subdued  his  emodo%  while  Enabeth  an- 
swered shait»ly,  '*  Yon  are  semethmg  too  hasty,  Mae* 
4sr  Vamey;  we  will  have  firat  a  report  of  the  lady's 
health  and  state  of  mind  from  MastereL  our  own 
nhysician,  and  then  determine  what  shall  be  thought 
Jost.  You  shall  have  Uoenae.  however,  to  see  her, 
diat  if  there  be  any  matiijnonial  quarrel  betwixt  you— 
nch  things  we  have  heard  do  occur,  even  betwixt  a 
leving  couple— you  may  make  it  up,  without  ivther 
ncandal  to  our  court,  or  trouble  to  ourselves." 

Vamey  bowed  low,  and  made  no  other  answer. 

Elizabeth  again  looked  towards  Leicester,  and 
aakl,  with  a  degree  of  condescension  which  could 
only  arise  out  of  the  most  heartfelt  interest,  *'  Dis- 
e«ra,  as  the  Italian  poet  say^  will  find  her  way  into 
peaceful  convents,  as  well  as  into  the  ptivacy  of 
nmiliee  s  and  we  fear  om  own  guards  and  ushen 
will  hardly  exclude  her  from  courts.  My  Lord  of 
Iieicester,  you  are  oflended  with  us.  and  we  have 
nght  to  be  ofl*ended  with  you.  We  will  take  the  Uon's 
part  upon  us,  and  be  the  nrst  to  forgive." 
'  LMster  smoothed  his  brow,  as  by  an  effort^  but 
the  trouble  was  too  doop-seated  that  its  placidity 
Aould  at  once  return.  He  saxi,  however,  that  which 
Slid  <bs  <MctM^  "  that  hftcouU  not  have  the  iMiit 


p'mess  of  foKgivuig,  beeause  she  who  commanded 
him  to  do  so,  could  commit  no  injury  towards  hinL'* 

Ehxabetb  seemed  content  with  this  reply,  and  inu- 
mated  her  pleasure  thot  the  imports  of  the  morning 
should  proceed.'  The  bugles  sounded—the  hounds 
bayed— the  horses  pranced— but  the  courtiers  and 
ladies  sought  the  amusement  ta  which  they  wert 
summonea  with  hearts  very  diflerent  from  thoea 
which  had  leaped  to  the  morning's  reuUU,  lien 
was  doubt,  and  fear,  and  expecutmn  on  eveiy  brow, 
and  surmise  and  intrigue  in  every  whisper. 

Blount  took  an  opportunity  to  whisper  into  Ra- 
leigh's ear,  "  This  storm  came  like  a  levanter  in  die 
Mediterranean." 

"  Variwn  el  mutahiU^^^  answered  Raleigh,  in  a 
similar  tone.  , 

"  Nay.  I  know  nou«^t  of  youv  Latin,"  said  Blouat; 
"  but  I  thank  God  Tressilian  took  not  the  sea  duiiiv 
that  hurrioano.  He  could  scarce  have  missed  sh^ 
wreck,  knowing  as  he  does  so  little  how  to  trim  vm 
saila  to  a  court  gale." 

"  Thou  wouldst  hnve  instructed  hnn  7"  said  St- 


"  ^y>  I  have  profited  by  my  tone  as  well  as  thoa 
Sir  Walter,"  repLed  honest  Bl9unt.  "I  am  kalght 
as  well  as  thou,  and  of  the  earlier  creatwn." 

"  Now^  God  further  thy  wit,"  saki  Raleigh ;  "biT 
for  Tresfldian,  I  would  I  knew  what  were  the  matte 
with  him.  He  told  me  this  morning  he  would  mn 
leave  his  chamber  for  the  apace  of  twelve  hours  a 
thereby,  being  bound  by  a  promise.  This  lady) 
madn<m  when  he  shall  learn  it,  will  not,  I  fesL 
cure  his  mfirmity.  The  moon  is  at  the  fullest,  ■pa 
men'a  brains  are  working  like  yeast  But  ban! 
they  sound  to  mount.  Let  us  to  horea  Blount :  m 
voung  knights  must  deserve  our  spurs." 

CHAPTER  XXXV. 

'  8ineerit7i 

TlMnffrat  or  ▼JrtMAl  let  no moitaJ  leavv 
The  onward  poUi,  olttKMfh  Uio  oartti  obodd  fnf^ 
And  non  Uio  fulf  of  hell  UKtruction  err. 
To  takediMimuUtioir*  wiodinc  way.— Ilmifto. 

It  was  not  till  after  a  long  and  suceesaftil  m«B- 
lug's  sport,  and  a  prolonged  repast  which  foiloiK^ 
the  return  of  the  ^ueen  to  the  Qestle,  that  LeiceMii 
at  length  found  himself  alone  with  Vamef,  fnn 
whom  he  now  learned  the  whole  partkulars  of  iiw 
Conntesa's  escape,  as  they  had  been  brought  to  Km* 
ilworth  by  Poster,  who,  m  his  terror  for  the  coas»- 
quenoes,  bad  himself  posted  thither  with  the  ndiBO. 
AM  Varney,  in  his  narrative,  took  especial  care  to  bt 
adent  conpmmg  thoae  practices  on  the  Couoteiri 
health  which  had  driven  her  to  so  desperate  a  rsM- 
lution,  Leicester,  who  could  only  suppose  that  m 
bad  adopted  it  out  of  jealous  impatience^  to  attuD 
the  avoiR^  state  and  appearance  belonging  to  bef 
rsjik,  waa  not  a  little  offepded  at  the  tevUr  with 
whjch  his  wife  had  broken  bia.  stnct  commandsi  ana 
exposed  him  to  the  resentment  of  Elissbeth. 

I  have  given,"  he  said,  "  to  this  daughter  of  to 
obscure  Devonshire  gentltfaan.  the  proudest  oaino 
in  England.  I  have  made  her  dharer  of  my  bed  sod 
of  my  fortunes.  I  ask  but  of  her  a  little  patience 
ere  she  launches  forth  upon  the  AiU  current  of  Mr 
grandeur,  and  the  infamaied  woman  will  raibr 
hazard  her  own  shipwreck  and  mine,  will  ratherjn- 
volveme  in  a  thousand  whirlpools,  shoals,  and^w^ 
sands,  and  compel  me  to  a  thousand  devices  woiiA 
shame  me  in  mine  own  (eyes,  than  tarry  for  a  uitle 
naoe  longer  in  the  obscurity  to  which  she  wu  bom. 
So  lovely,  so  delicate,  so  fond,  so  faithful-rYot  n* 
lack  in  so  grave  a  matter  the  nrudence.  wbicb  oofi 
might  hope  from  the  veiiest  fooMt  puts  me  bsfoo* 
my  patience." 

^  We  may  poet  it  over  yet  well  enough,"  seid  V^^ 
ney,  "if  my  ladv  will  be  but  mled,  and  take  on  »f 
the  character  which  the  time  commande."  • 

"It  is  but  too  true.  Sir  Richard,"  said  L««fft 

there  is  indeed  no  other  remedy.  1  have  heardMI 
tenned  thy  wife  in  my  presence,  without  conciwie*;- 
tk)n.  She  must  bear  the  title  until  she  is  &r  noai 
KenihROffth." 
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** And  lone  aAerwarda  I  tmat,"  said  Vamey;  then 
mstantiy  added,  '^For  I  cannot  but  hope  it  w31  be 
long  after  ere  Khe  bear  the  title  of  Lady  Leicester.— I 
fear  me  it  may  acaroe  be  with  safety  during  the  life 
of  this  Queen. .  But  your  lordship  is  best  jodge,  you 
alone  knowing  what  passages  have  taken  place  be- 
twixt Elizabeth  and  you.'* 

•*  You  are  right,  Vamey^"  said  Leicester;  "I  hare 
t4i8  moroing  been  both  loot  and  villain ;  and  when 
Efizabeth  hears  of  my  unhappy  marriage,  she  cannot 
but  think  herself  treated  with  that  premeditated 
fti^t  which  women  never  forgiv&  We  have  once 
this  day  stood  upon  terms  little  short  of  defiance ; 
.and  to  those,  I  fear,  we  must  again  return." 

**I8  her  resentment,  then,  so  implacable  T'  said 
Vamey. 

"  Far  Jrom  it,"  replied  the  Bari;  "for,  bemar  what 
she  is  in  spirit  and  m  station,  she  has  eyen  this  day 
been  but  too  condescending,  in  giving  me  opportuni- 
tief  to  repair  what  she  thinks  my  fiudty  heat  of  tern- 

"Ay,"  answered  Vamey }  "the  Italians  say  right 
—in  lovers*  quarrels,  the  party  that  loves  most  is 
always  most  willing  to  acknowledge  the  greater 
fiiiiit.~So  then,  my  lord,  if  this  union  with  the  lady 
could  be  concealed,  you  stand  with  Elizabeth  as  you 
didr* 

Leicester  sighed,  and  was  silent  for  a  moment,  eie 

"  vamey.  1  think  thon  art  tnie  to  m&  and  I  will 
teD  thee  alL  I  do  tio/  stand  where  I  did.  I  have 
spoken  to  EUzabeth—iinder  what  mad  impulse  I  know 
not— on  a  theme  which  cannot  be  abandoned  with- 
eut  touching  every  female  feeling  to  the  quick,  and 
whVdi  yet  i  dare  not  and  cannot  prosecute.  She 
can  never,  never  forgive  mek  for  having  caused  and 
witiKsnd  those  yieloings  to  human  passion.'* 

"We  must  do  something,  my  loid,"  sakiVamey, 
''and  that  .speedily."    ,     ,       ..  ... 

**T1iere  is  nought  lobe  dona"  answered  Leicester, 
despondingly ;  I  am  like  one  that  has  long  toiled  up 
a  dangerous  precipice,  and  when  he  is  within  one 
periloos  stride  of  the  top,  finds  his  progress  arrested 
when  retreat  has  become  impossible.  I  see  above 
me  the  pinnacle  which  I  cannot  reach—beneath  me 
the  abysa  nito  which  I  must  fall,  as  soon  as  my  re- 
laxing grasp  and  dizzy  brain  join  to  hurl  me  from  my 
present  precarious  stance" 
"  Think  better  of  your  situation,  my  lordj"  said  Yar- 
-"let  us  try  the  experimeat  in  which  you  have 
-  mwrrioge  from 
yet  be  welL    I 

,  „ ,  _, -She  hates  me, 

I  have  been  earnest  with  your  lordship,  as 

she  truly  sunpects,  in  opposition  to  what  she  terms 
her  ri^ts.  I  care  not  for  her  prsjudicee— She  thaU 
iMieB  to  me;  and  I  will  show  her  such  reasons  for 
yidiiing  to  the  pressure  ot  the  times,  that  I  doubt  not 
to  brini;  back  her  consent  to  whatever  measurss 
these  eKupeacies  may  require." 

"NoTYamey."  said  Leicester:  "I  have  thought 
anon  what  is  tobedone^  and  I  will  myself  q>eak  with 

It  was  now  Yamey's  turn  to  feel,  upon  his  own  ac- 
eoont,  the  terrors  which  he  affectea  to  participate 
aoUy  on  aeooont  of  his  patron.  "  Your  lordship  will 
not  vourself  speak  with  the  ladvl" 

"  It  is  my  fixed  purpose,"  said  Leicester ;  fetch  me 
oaa  of  the  Isvery-cbaks-,  I  will  pass  the  sentinel  as 
thy  servant.    Thou  art  to  have  free  access  to  her." 

'Bur,  my  lord** — r 

"I  wul  have  no  fru^,**  replied Lmoesteri  "it  shall 
bs  eroi  thus,  and  not  otherwise.  Hundion  steeps, 
I  think,  in  Saintk^we's  Tower.  We  can  go  thither 
ftom  these  apartments  by  the  private  passnge,  with- 
sat  risk  of  meeting  any  one.  Or  what  if  I  do  meet 
Bviedoni  he  is  more  my  friend  than  enemy,  aqd 
tfDt4i.wit«ed  enough  to  adopt  any  belief  that  is  thrust 
an  him.    Fetch  me  the  cloak  instantly."  • 

Yamey  had  no  alternative  save  obemence.  In  a  few 
somites  Leicester  was  mulled  in  the  mantle,  polled 
Mb  bonnet  overbis  brows,  and  followed  Yamey  aking 
the  secret  passage  of  the  Castle  which  communicated 
«Mk  Hrndson's  apartneaiik  a  whksfa  thus  was 


bat  now  acquiesced.  Keep  we  your  mwrrioge  from 
Btizabeth's  knowledge,  and  all  may  yet  be  welL  I 
will  instandy  go  to  the  lady  m)reeUr-She  hates  me. 


scarce  a  chance  of  meeting  any  mqmsitive  penon,  and 
hardly  light  enough  for  any  such  to  have  satisfied  that 
curiosity.  Thev  emerged  at  a  door  where  I^rd  Hunt- 
don  ^had,  with  military  precaution,  placed  a  senti- 
nel,  one  of  his  own  northern  retainera  as  it  fortuned, 
who  readily  admitted  Sir  Richard  Yamey  and  his  at- 
tendant, saying  only,  in  his  northern  dialect,/ *U 
would,  man.  thou  couldst  make  the  mad  lady  be  still 
yonder;  for  tier  moans  do  sae  dirl  through  my  head, 
that  I  would  rather  keep  watch  on  a  snow-drift,  in 
the  wastes  of  Catlowdie."     * 

They  hastily  entered,  and  shut  the  door  behind 
them. 

"NoWj  good  devil,  if  there  be  one,"  said  YarntfTi 
within  himseU;  "for  once  help  a  votary  at  a  dead 
pindi,  for  my  boat  is  amongst  the  breakin !" 

The  Countes  Amy,  with  her  hair  and  her  garments 
dishevelled,  was  seated  upon  a  sort  of  couch,  in  an 
attitude  of  the  deepest  aflliction,  out  of  whu:h  she  was 
startled  by  the  opening  of  the  door.  She  turned  haalDv 
round,  and,  fixmg  her  eye  on  Yamey,  exclaimed, 
"  Wretch !  art  thou  come  to  frame  some  new  plan  of 
vUlany?"  ^      ^ 

Leicester  cut  short  her  reproaches  by  stepping  fer- 
ward,  and  dropping  his  cloak,  while  he  said,  in  a 
voice  rather  of  authority  than  or  afTectbn,  **It  is  with 
me.  madam,  you  have  to  commune,  not  with  Sir 
Richard  Yarney." 

The  change  effected  on  the  Countesa's  look  and 
manner  was  like  magic  "  Dudley  T*  she  exclaimed, 
'^Dudley!  and  art  thou  come  at  lastT'  And  with  the 
speed  of  lightning  she  fiew  to  her  husband,  clung 
around  his  neck,  and.  unheeding  the  presence  of  Yar- 
ney, overwhelmed  him  with  caresses,  while  she 
bathed  his  face  in  a  flood  of  tears:  muttering,  at  the 
same  time,  but  in  broken  and  diafointed  monosyut- 
bl^  the  fondest  ezpreaaiona  which  Love  teachea  bis 
votaries. 

Leicester,  as  it  seemed  to  him^  had  reason  to  be 
angry  with  his  lady  for  tranagressing  his  commands, 
and  thus  placing  him  in  the  perilous  situation  in 
which  he  had  that  morning  stood.  But  what  displea- 
sure could  keep  its  jground  oefore  these  testimonies  of 
affection  from  a  being  so  lovely,  that  even  the  negli- 
genoe  of  dress,  and  the  withering  eflectsof  fear,  grieC 
and  fatigue,  which  \vould  have  impaired  the  beautypf 
others^  rendered  hers  but  the  more  interesting!  He 
received  and  repaid  her  carsssee  with  fondness,  min- 
ted with  melancholy,  the  last  of  which  she  seemed 
scarcely  to  observe,  until  the  first  transport  of  her 
own  k)y  was  over ;  when.  kx>king  anxibualy  ui  his 
faob  she  asked  if  he  was  ill. 

"Not  in  my  body,  Amy,"  was  his  answer. 

"Then  I  will  be  well  too.-O  Dudley  1  I  have  bean 
3l!*-vtfy  ill,  sinee  wo  last  met  1— for  I  call  not  this 
momin^B  horrible  vision  a  meeting.  I  have  been  m 
sieknesa,  in  griefi  and  in  danger— But  thou  art  coin^ 
and  all  is  joy,  and  health,  and  aafety  1" 

"AlasI  Amy."  uid  Laoester.  "'^ 

"I,  my  lordl"  said  Amy,  her  cheek  at  once  losing 
its  tranaisot  flush  of  joy— "how  oould  I  uuuiethst 
which  I  Jove  better  than  myself  1" 

"i-wottldno^  upbraid  you,  Amy,"  replied  the  Earl; 
"  but  are  you  not  here  contrary  to  ray  express  com- 
ma nds— and  does  not  vour  presence  here  aadanger 
both  yourself  and  mel"^ 

''Does  it,  does  it  indeed  1"  she  exclaimed,  easBriy; 
"then  why  am  I  here  a  moment  longerl  O,  if  yon 
knew  by  what  feara  I  was  urged  to  quit  Cumnor- 
Plaoet—bst  I  will  say  nothing  of  mysel^-only  tint 
if  it  might  be  otherwise^  I  wotild  not  willingly  return 
ihUherr^Yei  if  it  oonesra  your  safety"— 

"  We  wdl  think,  Amv,  of  some  other  retreat,"  ssid 
Ldoester ;  "  and  yon  shall  go  to  one  of  my  Northern 
Castles,  under  the  personage— it  will  be  bv*  needfti^ 
I  trust  for  a  verv  few  da/»— of  Yamer'a  wife." 

"  How,  my  Lord  of  Leieester  P'  said  the  lady,  disen- 
gsgin^  herself  from  hisembraoes;  "  is  it  to.  your  wife 
you  give  ^he  dishonourable  counsel  to  acknowledgs 
herself  the  bride  of  another-flnd  of  all  men«  the  bnds 
oTthatYameyr* 

"Madam,  I  apeak  it  m  samest— Yamey  M  ray  tme 
and  £uthful  servant,  trusted  in  mydeipest  MonMi  I 
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:  had  better  lose  my  right  hand  than  his  service  at  this 
moment.  You  have  no  cause  to  scorn  hiro  as  you  do." 
"I  could  assijgn  one^  my  lord,*'  replied  the  Coimt- 
ess ; "  and  I  see  he  shakes  even  under  that  assured  look 
of  his.  But  he  that  is  neoessary  as  j^our  right  hand  to 
vour  safety,  is  free  from  any  accusation  of  mine.  May 
he  be  true  to  yon ;  and  that  he  maybe  true,  tnist  him 
not  too  much  or  too  for.  But  it  is  enough  to  say,  that 
I  will  not  so  with  him  unless  by  violence,  nor  would 

1  acknowledge  him  a»my  husband,  were  all" 

"It  is  a  temporary  deception,  madam,"  said  Lei- 
cester, irritated  by  her  opposition,  **  necessary  for  both 
our  safeties,  endangered  by  you  through  female  ca- 
price, or  the  premature  desire  to  seize  on  a  rank  to 
which  I  gave  you  title,  only  under  condition  that  our 
marriage,  Tor  a  time,  should  continue  secret  If  my 
proposal  disgust  you,  it  is  yourself  has  brought  it  on 
Doth  of  us.  There  is  no  other  remedy^you  must  do 
what  pur  own  impatient  IbUy  hath  rendered  necea- 
aaxy— I  command  you." 

^t  cannot  put  your  comm^ds.  my  lord,'*  said 
Amy,  "in  balance  whh  those  of  honour  and  con- 
science. I  will  MOT|  in  this  instance,  obey  you.  Tou 
may  achieve  your  own  dishonour,  to  which  these 
crooked  potides  naturally  tend,  but  I  will  do  nought 
that  can  blemish  mine.  How  could  you  again,  my 
lord,  acknowledge  me  as  a  pure  and  chaste  matron, 
worthy  to  share  your  fortunes,  when,  holdins  that 
'  hiKh  character,  I  had  strolled  the  country  the  acknow- 
leaged  wife  of  such  a  profligate  fellow  as  your  servant 
Vamey?" 

"My  lord,"  said  Vamey  interposmg,  "my  lady  is 
too  much  prejudiced  against  me,  unhappily,  to  lisuni 
to  what  I  can  offer;  yet  it  may  please  her  better  than 
what  she  proposes.  She  has  good  interest  with 
Master  Edmund  TressiKan.  and  could  doubtle8a.pre- 
vail  on  hiin  to  consent  to  be  her  companion  fo  Lid- 
cote-Hall,  and  there  she  might  remain  in  safety  until 
time  permitted  Che  development  of  this  mystery." 

Leicester  was  rilent,  but  stood  looking  eagerly  on 
Amy,  with  eyes  which  seemed  suddenly  to  glow  as 
much  with  suspicion  as  displeasure. 

The  Countess  only  said,  **  Would  to  God  I  were 
in  my  father's  houde  f— When  I  left  it,  I  little  thought 
I  was  \eavmg  peace  of  mind  and  honour  behind  me." 
Varnev  proceeded  with  a  tone  of  deliberation. 
**  Doubtless  this  will  make  it  necessary  to  take 
strangers  into  my  lord's  counsels;  but  surely  the 
Countess  will  be  warrant  for  the  honour  of  Master 

Tresflilian,  and  such  of  her  father's  family" 

''Peace,  Vamey,"  said  Leicester;  "by  Heaven  I 
wiU  strike  my  dagger  into  thee,  if  again  thou  namest 
Treesilian  as  a  partner  of  my  counsels !" 

"And  wherefore  not?"  said  the  Countess:  '*  unless 
they  be  counsds  fitter  for  such  as  Vamey,  than  for  a 
man  of  stainless  honour  and  integrity.— My  lord,  my 
kyri  bend  no  angry  brows  on  me— it  is  the  trath,  and 
it  is  I  who  speak  it.  I  once  did  Treasilian  wrong  for 
^  your  sake— 1  will  not  do  him  the  farther  injustice  of 
being  silent  wnen  his  honour  is  brought  in  question.  I 
can  forbear,"  she  said,  looking  at  Vamey,  *ho  pull  the 
'  maak  off  hypocrisy,  but  I  will  not  permit  virtue  to  be 
slandered  m  my  hearing." 

There  was  a  dead  pause.  Leicester  stood  displeas- 
ed, yet  undetermined,  and  too  conscious  of  the  weak* 
ness  nf  his  cause  t  while  Vamey,  with  a  d«fp  and 
hypocritical  affectation  of  sorrow,  mingled  with  hu- 
mility, hetkt  his  eyes  on  the  ground. 

It  was  then  that  the  Countess  Amy  displayed.  In 
the  midst  of  distress  and  difficulty,  the  natural  ener* 

gr  of  character,  which  would  have  rendered  her,  had 
te  allowed,  a  distinguished  ornament  of  the  renk 
which  she  held.  She  walked  op  to  Leicester  with  a 
composed  st^,  a  dignified  ah',  and  k>ok8  in  which 
strong  affection  essayed  in  vain  to  shake  the  firmness 
}f  conscious  truth  and  rectitude  of  piincaple.  "You 
have  ippke  your  mind,  my  lord,"  she  said,  "in  these 
difficulties,  with  which,  unhappily,  I  have  found  my- 
self imable  to  comply.  This  sgentlemah—thia  person, 
I  would  say— has  hinted  at  another  schemei  to  which 
I  object  not  but  as  it  displeases  you.  WiO  your  lord- 
ship be  pleased  to  hear  what  a  young  and  timit^  wo- 
man, D1U  vour  most  aiiectionate  wife,  can  suggest  in 
Uie  pmsent  oxtremity  1" 


Leicester  was  silent,  but  bent  his  head  towards  the 
Countess,  as  an  intimation  that  die  was  at  liberty  u> 
proceed. 

"There  hath  been  bi^t  one  cause  for  all  tnese  evili, 
my  lord,**  she  proceeded,  "  and  it  reaoWes  itself  into 
tfie  mysterious  duplicity  with  which  you  have  beec 
inducod  to  surround  yourself.  Extricate  yourself  ai 
once,  my  lord,  from  the  tyranny  of  these  diagnoefol 
trammela.  Be  like  a  true  English  geademanAniglit. 
and  earl,  who  holds  that  truth  is  the  foundation  of 
honour,  and  that  honour  is  dear  to  him  as  tbebreaih 
of  his  nostrils.  Take  your  ill-fated  wife  by  the  hand, 
lead  her  to  the  footstool  of  Elizabeth's  throne-Siy, 
that  in  a  moment  of  infatuation,  moved  by  suppotd 
beauty,  of  which  none  perhaps  can  now  trace  erec 
the  remains,  I  gave  my  hand  to  this  Amy  Kobtan.-- 
You  will  then  have  done  justice  to  me,  my  loid,  tad 
to  your  own  honour ;  ana  should  law  or  power ,!»• 
quire  vou  to  part  from  me.  I  will  oppose  no  objiicwa 
—since  I  may  then  with  honour  hide  a  grieved  m 
broken  heart  in  those  shades  firon^  which  your  )m 
withdrew  me.  Then— have  but  a  little  patence^  m 
Amy's  life  will  not  long  darken  your  brighter  v^» 
pects." 

There  was  so  much  of  dignity,  so  much  of  tsnde 
nes&  in  the  Countess's  remonstrance,  that  K  mm 
all  that  was  noble  and  generous  in  the  sod  of  btf 
husband.  The  scales  seemed  to  fall  from  h»  em 
and  the  duplicity  and  tergiyeraation  of  which  he  nao 
been  guilty  stung*  him  at'ohoe  with  remone  vA 
shame.  .  .      .,  «.  . 

"I  am  not  worthy  of  you.  Amy,"  he  nid,  "tfi« 
could  weigh  aught  which  ambition  has  to  jpro  against 
such  a.  heart  as  thine!  I  have  a  bitter  penance  to 
perform,  in  disentangling,  before  sneering  fee?  ana 
astounded  friends,  all  the  meshes  of  my  own  deceit- 
ful policy.— And  the  Queen— but  let  her  take  miaead, 
as  she  has  threatened."  „. 

"Your  head,  my  lord!"  said  the  Connte88|  JJ 
cause  you  iised  the  fieedom  and  liberty  of  an  En^ 
subject  in  choosing  a  wife?  For  shame:  it  is ■j 
distrust  of  tlie  Queen^s  Justice^  this  apprehenaM 
danger,  which  cannot  but  be  imaginar)'.  thatj 
scarecrows,  have  induced  you  to  forsake  the  ativ 
forward  path,  which,  as  it  is  the  best,  is  awl 
safest."  "^      '  '  :  1 

"Ah,  Amy,  thou  little  knowestf  8»i<J,Si 
but.  instantly  checking  himself,  he  added,  Tig 
shall  not  find  in  me  a  safe  or  easy  vicrim  of  armn 
vengeance.— I  have  friends— I  have  allies— I  wml 
likeNorfolk,  be  dragged  to  the  block,  as  a victa 
sacrifice.  Fear  not,  Amy ;  thou  shalt  see  Dudley  I 
himself  worthy  of  his  name.  I  must  mstantly  ei 
municatc  with  some  of  those  friends  on  whom  H 
best  rely;  for,  as  thines  stand,  I  may  be  mads^ 
Boner  in  my  own  Castle." 

"O,  my  good  lord,"  said  Amy,  "make  no  faij 
in  a  peaceful  state !  There  is  no  fHend  can  helpti 
well  as  our  own  candid  truth  and  hoTMiur.  Bnnj 
these  to  our,  assistance,  and  you  ai^  safe  amM 
whole  army  of  the  envious  and  maliRnant.  U 
these  behind  you,  and  all  other  defence  ^U  \)e  I 
less.  Truth,  my  noble  lord,  is  well  painted  unana 

"  But  Wisdom,  Amy,*^  answered  Leicester,  **« 
rayed  in  panoply  of  proof.  Argue  not  with  me  oi 
means  I  shall  use  to  render  my  confesaion — sii 
must  be  called  so— as  safe  as  may  be;  it  w^ 
fraught  with  enough  of  danger,  do  what  we  « 
Vamey,  we  must  hence.— Farewell,  Amy^  whi 
am  to  vindicate  as  mine  own,  at  an  expense  an^ 
of  which  thou  alone  couldst  be  worthy !  Yoit 
soon  hear  farther  fVom  me."  i 

He  embraced  her  fervently,  mufiMl  hims^f  ] 
fore^  and  aeoompani^  Vamey  ftom  die  aiiani 
The  lauer,  as  he  left  the  room,  bowed  low,  ai 
he  raised  his  body,  regarded  Amy  with  m  peoa\ii 
pression,  as  if  he  desired  to  know  how  far  ha 
pardon  was  included  in  the  reconciliation  wbiol 
taken  place  betwixt  her  and  her  lord.  Hie  Coi 
iookea  upon  him  with  a  fixed  eye,  but  aec« 
more  oonsciotts  of  his  presence,  chaui  if  thei 
been  nothmg  but  vacant  air  on  the  apot  whi 
Btood. 

"  She  has  hiought.Bia  tolhacrisua."  lie  im 
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-"  She  or  I  are  lost.  There  wm  ioinethinB— I  wot 
not  if  k  was  fear  or  pity— thct  prompted  me  to  aTokl 
this  fatal  criss.    It  is  how  decided— She  or  I  onist 

While  he  thns  epoke,  he  observed,  with  surpris^ 
diat  a  boy.  repulsed  by  the  sentinel,  made  .up  to  Let- 
cesteTi  and  spoke  with  him.  Vamey  was  one  of 
those  politicians,  wnom  not  the  slighter  appearances 
escape  without  inquiry.  He  asked  the  scntmel  what 
the  mkI  wanted  with  him.  and  received  for  answer^ 
dtet  the  boy  had  wished  him  to  transmit  a  parcel  to 
the  mad  lady,  but  that  he  cared  not  to  take  charge  of 
tt,  mch  rommunication  being  beyond  his  comrtnssion. 
Hjscuiioflity  satisfied  in  that  particular,  he  approach- 
id  his  patron,  and  heard  him  say— "Well,  boy,  the 
psdtet  ihsU  be  delivered." 

"Thanks,  good  Master  Serving-man,"  said  the 
key,  and  was  out  of  sight  in  an  instant. 

Locester  and  Vamey  returned  with  hasty  steps  to 
dK  Esifs  private  apartment,  .by  the  same  passage 

'  'i  had  conducted  them  to  Saintlowe^s  Tower. 


CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

IheTtnid 

Tlhb  en  edalteraM-l  have  Mid  with  whom  i 
IbnL  she's  a  tnitor,  and  Camlllo  ia 
A  tikm  with  hor,  nod  one  Uiet  koow« 
VlBt«iMehoeldahttMlDl(aowlienMll    _   ^, 

*      ftirwere  no  sooner  in  the  Earfs  cabinet,  than, 
^^ham  tablets  from  his  pocket,  he  began  to  vrrite, 
■edaig  partly  to  Vamey,  and  partly  to  hi■l8slf^-- 
Then  are  many  of  them  dose  bounden  to  me,  and 
mataaXiy  those  in  good  estate  and  high  office}  many 
«ftOb  if  they  look  back  towards  my  benefits,  or  for- 
nra  towards  the  perils  which  may  befall  themselves, 
«i  not,  I  think,  be  disposed  to  see  me  stagver  un- 
apported.    Let  me  see*-Knollis  is  sure,  and  through 
^1  means  Quemsey  and  Jersey-^Horsey  commands 
ia  die  Isle  of  Wight— My  brother-in-law,  Hunting- 
diD,  and   Pembroke,   have  authority  in  Wales- 
through  Bedford  I  lead  the  Puritans,  with  their  in- 
toest,  so  powarfiil  in  all  the  boroughs— My  brother 
tf  Warwkk  is  equal,  wellnigh,  to  myself,  in  wealth, 
fSowers^  and  dependencies->Str  Owen  Hopton  is  at 
m  devotion )  he  commands  the  Tower  of  London, 
2  lid  the  national  treasure  deposited  there— My  father 
laid  grandfiather  needed  never  to  have  stooped  their 
(iilds  to  the  block,  had  they  thus  forecast  their  en^ 
nses. — ^Why  look  you  so  sad,  Vamerl    I  tell 
,  a  tree  so  deep-rooted  is  not  easily  to  be  torn  up 
„,  Je  tempest." 
I     Alas !  my  lord,"  said  Vamey,  with  well-aGted  pas- 
on,  and  then  resumed  the  same  look  of  desponden- 
r  which  I>ioelter  had  before  noted. 
"  Alas!**  repeated  Leicester,  "  and  wherefore  alas, 
r  Bkhnrd?  Doth  your  new  spirit  of  chrvnlry  supply 
J  more  vigorous  eiaculation,  when  a  noble  struggle 
impaaduigl  Or  aala»  means  thou  vnit  flinch  nom 
leonflkt^  thou  mayst  leave  the  Castle,  or  go  Join 
—  — — «— ,  which  ever  thou  thinkest  best."^ 


''Not  so,  my  lord."  answered  his  confidant;  ""  Var< 

J  will  be  IouikI  flirting  or  dyhig  by  your  side.    For- 

*  me,  i£t  in  love  to  you,  I  see  mora  ftiUy  than  your 

'  '  heart  pesrnta  you  to  do,  the  inextricable  oiffi- 

9  with  which  you  are  surrounded.  You  are  strong 

r  lord,  and  powerful;  yet,  let  me  say  it  without  of- 
,  vou  are  so  onlv  by  the  reflected  light  of  the 
_  D^s  fe vour.  While  you  are  Eliiabeth's  favourite, 
I  are  all,  save  in  name,  like  an  actual  sovereign. 
t  let  her  call  back  the  honours  she  has  bestowed, 
kl  die  Prophet's  gotird  did  not  wither  moresudden- 
»  Declare  against  the  Queen,  and  I  do  not  say  that  m 
^  ~^e  nation,  or  in  this  province  alone,  you  would 
nrself  instantly  deserted  and  outnumbered; 
"1  aay,  that  even  in  this  very  Castle,  and  in  the 
Fyoor  vassals,  kinsmen,  and  dependants,  you 
i  a  captive,  nay,  a  sentenced  captive,  should 
e  to  say  the  word.  Think  upon  Norfolk,  my 
on  thepowerfigl  Northumberland,— the  splen- 
jnoreland  ■;  think  on  all  wHo  have  made  head 
I  tfaia  aage  Prinoesa.    They  ar^  dead,  captive, 


or  fugitive.  Tliis  w  not  like  other  thrones,  which  can 
be  overturned  by  combination  of  powerful  noblei«;  tha 
broad  foundations  which  support  it  are  in  the  extend- 
ed love  and  afTections  of  tnc  people.  You  might 
share  it  with  Elizabeth  if  you  would ;  but  fteither  yours, 
nor  any  other  power,  foreign  or  domestic,  will  avail  ta 
overthrow,  or  even  to  shake  it." 

He  paused,  and  Leicester  threw  his  tablets  from 
him  with  an  air  of  reckless  despite.  "  It  may  be  as 
thou  say' St,"  he  said ;  '*  and,  m  sooth,  I  care  not 
whether  truth  or  cowardice  dictate  thy  forebodings. 
But  it  shall  not  be  said  I  fel|  without  a  struggle.— Giva 
orders  that  those  of  my  retainers  who  served  under 
me  in  Ireland  be  gradually  drawn  into  the  main  Keep^ 
and  let  our  gentlemen  and  friends  stand  on  their 
guard,  and  go  armed,  as  if  they  expected  an  onset  from 
the  followers  of  Sussex.  Possess  the  townspeople  ' 
with  some  apprehensbn ;  let  them  take  arms,  and  be 
ready,  at  a  signal  given,  to  overpower  Jthe  Pensioners 
and  Yeomen  of  the  Guard.** 

**  Let  me  remind  you,  my  lord,"  sakl  Vamey,  with 
the  same  appearance  of  deep  and  melancholy  interest, 
"  that  you  have  given  me  oitlers  to  prepare  for  disarm* 
ing  the  Q.ueen's  guard.  It  is  an  act  of  hicii  treasoi^ 
but  you  shall  nevertheless  be  obeyed." 

**  I  care  not,**  said  Leicester,  desperately  r-"  I  care 
not.  Shame  is  behind  me.  Ruin  before  me:  I  must  on.' 
Here  there  was  another  pause,  which  Vamey  at 
length  broke  with  the  foUowmg  words :  "  It  is  come 
to  the  point  I  have  Ions  dreaded.  I  must  either 
witness,  like  an  unerateful  beast,  the  downfall  of  the 
best  and  kindest  of  masters,  or  I  must  vpeak  what  I 
would  have  buried  in  the  deepest  oblivbn,  or  told  by 
any  other  mouth  than  muie.'*^  ,.  , 

^  What  is  that  thou  sayst,  or  wouldst  say  T*  replied 
the  Earl ;  "we  have  no  time  to  waste  on  words,  when 
the  time  calls  us  to  actwn.** 

**  My  speech  is  soon  mad&  my  lord—would  to  Qoo 
it  were  as  soon  answered  I  Your  marriage  is  the  sola 
cause  of  the  threatened  breach  with  your  sovereign, 
my  lord,  ia  it  not  T* 

^'  Thou  knowest  it  is  T*  replied  Leicester.  "  What  , 
needs  so  fruitless  a  auestbnr' 

•*  Pardon  me,  my  ford."  said  Vamey  j  "  the  usehef 
here.  Men  will  wager  their  lands  and  lives  in  defence  < 
of  a  rich  diamond,  my  lord ;  but  were  it  not  firat  pni- 
dent  to  look  if  there  is  no  flaw  in  it  ?*' 

**  What  means  this?'*  said  Leicester,  with  grea 
sthroly  fixed  on  his  dependant;  "  of  whom  dost  tnoa   , 
dare  to  speak  7'  .         ^ 

•**  It  18 of  the  Countess  Amy,  my  lord,  of  whom 

I  am  unhappily  bound  to  speak ;  and  of  whom  I  iM 
speak,  were  your  lordship  to  kill  me  for  my  seal.*' 

"  Thou  may*  St  happen  to  deserve  it  at  my  hand," 
said  the  Earl  t  **  but  speak  on.  I  will  hear  thee.*' 

"  Nay*,  then,  my  lord,  I  will  be  bold.  I  speak  for  mjf 
own  life  as  well  as  for  your  lordship's.  I  Like  not  this 
lady's  tampering  and  trickstering  with  this  same  Ed- 
mund Tressilian.  You  know  him,  my  lord.  You  know 
he  had  formerly  an  interest  in  her,  which  it  cost  your 
lordship  some  pains  to  supersede.  .You  know  the 
eagerness  with  which  he  has  pressed  on  the  suii 
against  me  in  behalf  of  this  lady,  the  open  object  of 
which  is  to  drive  your  lordship  to  an  avowal  ox  what 
I  must  ever  call  your  most  unhappy  marriage,  the 
point  to  which  my  lady  also  is  willing*  at. any  nsk«  tp 
urg^  you.** 

Leicester  smiled  odnstrainedlv.  "Thou  meanest 
well,  good  Sir  Richard,  and  wouldst,  I  think,  sacrifice 
thine  own  honour,  as  well  as  that  of  any  other  person, 
to  save  me  from  what  thou  think' st,  a  step  so  terrible. 
But,  remember,*'~he  spoke  these  words  with  the 
most  stem  decision,—"  you  speak  of  the  Countess  of 
Leicester.*' 

"  I  do,  my  lord,"  said  Vamey :  "  but  it  is  for  the 
welfare  of  the  Earl  of  Leicester.  My  tale  is  bu  t  begun. 
I  do  most  strongly  believe  that  this  Tressdiannas, 
from  the  beginning  of  his  moving  in  her  cause,  been  m 
connivance  with  her  ladyship  the  Countess.*' 

"Thota  speak' 8t  wild  madness,  Vamey,  wiih  the  M^ 
her  face  of^a  preacher.  Where,  or  how,  could  thef 
communicate  together?" 

"  My  lord,"  said  Vamey, "  unfortunately  I  can  show 
that  hut  to  well.     It  was  just  before  the  supplicaiioa 
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yfrtm  piwented  to  the  dueen,  in  Tresnbui'a  name, 
that  I  met  him.  to  my  utter  astonishment,  at  the  poa- 
tern-gate,  whkn  leads  fiom  the  demesne  at  Cumnor- 
Plaoe!" 

**  Thou  me^st  him,  yillain !  and  why  didst  thou  not 
ill  ike  him  dead  ?"  exclaimed  Leicester. 

**  I  drew  on  him,  my  lord,  and  he  on  me :  and  had 
not  my  foot  slioped.  he  would  not,  perhaps,  have  been 
Bgain  «  stumblmg-olock  in  your  lordship's  path." 

Leicester  seemed  struck  dumb  with  surprise.  At 
length  he  answered,  "What  other  evidence  hast  thou 
of  this,  Varney,  save  thine  0¥m  assertion  7— for,  as  I 
will  punish  deeply,  I  will  examine  coolly  and  warily. 
Shcred  Heaven !  out  no— I  will  examine  coldly  and 
warily— coldly  and  warily."  He  repeated  these  words 
more  than  once  to  himself,  as  it  in  the  very  sound 
there  was  a  sedative  quality ;  and  again  oompressioR 
his  lips,  as  if  he  feared  some  violent  expression  might 
escape  ftom  them,  he  aa)ied  again,  *^  What  farther 
proof*?" 

'  "  Enough,  my  lord,"  said  Vamcy,  "and  to  spare. 
I  would  il  rested  with  me  aloncL  for  with  me  it  misAii 
have  been  silenced  for  ever.  But  my  scn-ant,  Jni- 
obael  LanAionme,  witnessed  the  whole,  and  was^  in- 
deed, the  means  of 'first  introducing  Tressilian  mto 
Cnmnor-Place ;  and  therefore  I  took  nim  into  my  ser- 
vice, and  retained  him  in  it.  though  something  of  a 
ffsbauched  fellow,  that  I  might  have  bis  tongue  always 
imder  my  own  command."  He  then  aoquamted  Lord 
Leicester  how  easy  it  was  to  prove  the  circumstance 
€^  their  interview  true,  by  evidence  of  Anthony  Fos- 
ter, with  the  corroborative  testimonies  of  the  various 
persons  at  Oumnor,  who  had  heard  the  wa^r  laid,  and 
had  seen  Lamboume  and  Tressilian  set  on  together. 
In  the  whole  narrative,  Varney  hazarded  nothing  fabu- 
lous excepting  that  not  indeed  by  direct  assertion* 
but  by,  inference,  he  led  his  patron  to  suppose  that  the 
interview  betwixt  Amy  and  Tressilian  at  Cumnpr- 
Place  had  been  lonj^er  than  the  few  minutes  to  which 
it  was  in  reality  limited. 

**  And  wherefore  was  I  not  told  of  all  this  ?**  said  L«- 
cester,  sternly.  "'Why  did  all  of  ye— and  in  particu- 
lar thou,  Varney— keep  back  from  me  such  material 
mfomraiion  ?" 

"  Because,  my  lord,"  replied  Varney,  "  the  Coimt- 
esspretonded  to  Foster  and  to  me,  that  Tressilian  had 
intruded  himself  upon  her;  'and  I  concluded  their 
fhterviewhad  been  in  all  honour,  and  that  she  would  {it 
her  own  time  tell  it  to  your  lordship.  Your  lordship 
knows  with  what  unwilling  ears  we  listen  to  evil  sur- 
mises against  those  whom  we  love;  and  I  thank  Hea- 
ven, I  am  no  make-bate  or  informer,  to  be  the  first  to 
sow  them." 

"You  are  but  too  ready  to  receive  them,  however.  Sir 
Richard,"  replied  his  patron.  "  How  know'si  thou 
that  this  interview  was  not  in  all  honour,  as  thou  ha«t 
feaid  t  Methinks  the  wife  of  the  Earl  of  Leicester 
might  speak  for  a  short  time  with  such  a  (lerson  as 
Tressilian,  without  injury  to  me,  or  suspicion  to  her- 
self." 

**  Questionless,  my  lord  "  answered  Varney ; "  had 
I  thought  otherwise,  I  had  been  no  keeper  of  the  se- 
prct  But  here  lies  the  rub— Tressilian  leaves  not 
ihe  place  without  establishing  a  correspondence  with 
ft  poor  man,  the  landlord  of  an  inn  in  Cumnor,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  off  the  lady.  He  sent  down  an 
emissary  of  his,  whom  I  trust  soon  to  have  in  right 
sure  keering  under  Mervyn's  Tower.  Kiligrew  and 
Lambsbejr  are  scouring  the  country  in  quest  of  him. 
The  host  is  rewarded  with  a  ring  for  keeping  counsel 
—your  lordship  may  have  noted  it  on  Tressilion's  hand 
— iiere  it  is.  This  fellow,  this  agent,  makes  his 
way  to  the  Place  as  a  pedlcr,  holds  conferences  with 
the  lady,  and  they  moke  their  e^ape  together  hy  night 
—rob  a  poor  fellow  of  a  horse  oy  the  way,  such  was 
their  giulty  haste;  and  st  length  reach  this  Castle, 
where  the  Counttss  of  Leicester  finds  refuse— I  dare 
not  say  in  what  place." 

—      '    '  ' **^speak, 

oiiicc    II    iiiuDi    I'p    0(1,       ailBWCicxi     vtutiLjr,         the 

la<jy  resorted  immediately  to  the  apartment  of  Tres- 
•tliaii,  where  sh»»  remained  many  hours,  partly  in 
ct>mpany  with  him,  and  partly  alone.    I  told  you 


Tressihan  had  a  paramour  in  his  chamber— I  httk 
dreamed  that  paramour  was" 

"Amy,  thou  wouldst  say,"  answered  Leicester i 

but  it  w  false,  false  as  the  smoke  of  hell  I  AmbitiMs 

she  may  be— fickle  and  impatient— 'lis  a  womaa't 

fault;  but  false  to  me!— never,  never.— Hie prool— 

the  OTOof  of  this  f  he  exclaimed  hastily. 

"Carrol,  the  Depu^  Marshal  ushered  her  thither 
by  her  own  desire,  on  yesterday  afternoon— Lan- 
bourne  and  the  Warder  ooth  Ibund  her  there  at  an 
early  hour  this  morning." 

"Was  Tressilian  there  with  herT'  said  Leioester, 
in  the  same  hurried  tone. 

"  No,  my  lord.  You  may  remember,"  answered 
Vamev,  **  that  he  was  that  night  placed  with  Sk 
Nicholas  Blount,  under  a  species  of  arrest.*' 

**  Did  CaiToL  or  the  other  £bUows,  knew  whe  iha 
was?"  demanded  Leicester. 

"  No,  mv  lord,"  replied  Varney;  "  Cairol  and  tha 
Warder  had  never  seen  the  Countesii^  and  Lainboans 
knew  her  not  in  her  disguise ;  but,  in  sedcing  to  pre- 
vent her  leaving  the  cell,  be  obtained  possessioB  ol 
one  of  her  gloves,  which,  I  think,  your  lordship  mar 
know." 

He  gave  the  glove,  Which  bed  th^  Bear  and  lUf* 
ged  StafT  the  Earl's  impiess,  embroidered  upon  it  n 
seed-pearis. 

"  I  do,  I  do  recognise  it."  said  Leiceater.  **  Thef 
were  my  own  gift.  The  reliow  of  it  was  on  the  arm 
which  she  thtew  this  very  day  around  my  neck.*^— 
He  ipoke  this  with  violent  agitatwn. 

"  Your  lordship."  said  Varney,  "  might  yet  farther 

Squire  of  the  lady  heraeU;  respecting  the  irafh  of 
ese  paseawes." 

"  It  needs  not-it  needs  not,"  said  the  toitmed 
Earl ;     U  is  written  in  characters  of  burning  light, 
as  if  they  were  branded  on  my  very  fyeballs  I  1  see 
her  infeaiy— I  can  see  nought  elee;  and,— gracioai 
Heaven !— for  this  vile  woman  was  I  about  to  com- 
mit to  dangep  the  lives  of  so  manv  noble  friends* 
shake  the  mundation  of  a  lawfhl  throne— carry  tfaa 
sword  and  torch  through  the  bosom  of  a  peaoSH. 
land— wrong  the  kind  mistress  who  made  me  ifilil 
I  am— and  would,  but  for  that  hell-framed  marrisgk 
have  made  me  all  that  man  can  be!    All  this  I  «%.! 
ready  to  4o  for  a  woman,  who  trinkets  and  trsflei*'] 
with  my  worst  foes  1— And  thou,  villain,  why  didM 
thou  not  speak  sooner  7" 

"  My  lord,"  said  Varney,  "  a  tear  from  ... 
would  have  blottod  out  all  I  could  have  eakl  _  _ 
sides,  I  had  not  these  proofs  antil  this  very  momins^ 
when  Antboov  Foster's  sodden  arrival,  wfth  the  eXM 
minations  and  declarations,  which  he  had  extosteO' 
from  the  innkeeper  Goelii^,  and  others,  rxplab^cfi 
the  manner  of  her  flight  from  Cvrnnor-Plaoe,  an4i 
my  own  researches  discovered  the  neps  wfaicn  sM 
had  taken  here." 

"  Now,  may  God  be  praised  for  the  light  he  hall 
given  1  so  full,  so  satisfactory,  that  there  breathes  tmI 
a  man  in  England  who  shall  call  my  proceeding  rael^ 
or  my  revenge  unjust.— And  yet,  Vsmcy,  so  yonns 
so  fair,  so  fawning,  and  so  false!  Hence,  then,  hci 
hatted  to  thee^  my  trusty,  my  wetl-beloved  servnnt 
becsuse  you  withstood  her  plots,  and  endangered  hm 
paramour's  lifisl" 

"  1  never  gave  her  any  other  cause  of  dislike,  m 
lord,"  replied Yamey  I  ^  but  she  knew  that  m^  coufl 
sels  went  directly  to  diminish  her  influence  with  yam 
lordship ;  and  that  I  was,  and  have  been,  ev^  rea4 
to  perij  my  life  against  your  enemies." 

It  is  too,  too  apparent,"  replied  I^doester  ;  **  ym 
with  what  an  air  of  magnanimity  she  exhorted  nte  4 
commit  my  head  to  tlie  Queen's  mercy,  rather  ih« 
wear  the  veil  of  falsehoo«i  a  moment  longer !  Mi 
thinks  the  aiigel  of  truth  himself  ran  have  no  simi 
tones  of  hish-soulcd  impulse.  Can  it  b«  so.  V« 
ney7— Can  falsehood  use  thus  boldly  the  latiRunf^^^ 
triith  1^Can  infamy  thus  assume  the  gidse  or  runt>j 
Varney^  thou  hast  been  my  servant  frohi  a  <'bild«« 
hove  raised  thee  hich— can  raise  thee  higher.  T his* 
think  for  me  I  Thy  brain  was  ever  shrewd  ai 
piercing— May  she  not  be  innocent?  Prove  her  m 
and  all  I  have  yet  d9ne  for  thee  shall  be  as  nothing 
nothing— in  comparison  oi  tliy  recompense  l" 
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The  agpnf  with  which  In*  imster  mke  hod  •ome 
eiset  even  on  the  hardmed  Varney,  who»  in  the  midst 
•f  his  own  wicked  and  ainbitiotiB  designs,  reaHy  loved 
his  patron  as  well  as  such  a  wreteh  iKras  capable  of 
lovmg  any  thing;  but  he  comforted  himself^  and  sob- 
daoi  his  self-reproaches,  with  the  reflection,  that  if 
he  inflicted  i^n  the  Earl  some  immediate  and  tnin- 
■lory  pain^  it  was  in  order  to  pave  his  way  to  the 


throne,  which,  wer^'this  marriaoe  dissolved  by  death 
or  otherwise,  ho  deemed  Ehtaoeth  would  mlkoKly 
share  with  his  benefactor.    He  therefbie  perssrered 


in  his  diabolic«l  poUcy;  and,  after  a  moment's  consi- 
deration, answered  the  anzioiis  queries  of  the  Earl 
with  a  mekinchoiy  look;  as  if  he  had  in  vain  sought 
Bome  exculpation  for  the  Countess ;  then  suddenly 
raising  his  head,  he  said,  with  an  expression  of  hepe, 
which  insuntly  oommunieated  itself  to  the  counte- 
nance of  hispatran,—'*  Yet  wherefore,  if  guUtv,  shouMi 
she  have  periled  henelf  by  coming  hither  1  Why 
not  mther  have  fied  to  her  fttther's,  ^r  elsewhere  1-- 
thoogfa  that  indeed,  might  have  interfered  with  her 
desire  to  be  acknowledged  as  Countess  of  Leior^ 
tor-" 

"  True,  true,  tniel"  exclaimed  Leicester,  his  tran- 
aent  glerjn  oi  hope  giving  way  to  the  utmoet  bitter^ 
ocas  of  feeling  and  expression ;  "  thou  art  not  fit  to 
fiithom  a  woman's  depth  of  wit,  Yamey.  I  see  it  aU. 
She  woohi  not  mnt  the  esittte  and  title  of  the  wittol 
who  had  weddad  ner.  Ay,  mnd  if  in  my  madness  I  had 
started  into  rebellion,  or  if  the  angry  GUeen  hai  taken 
ray  head,  as  she  this  morning  threatened,  the  wealthy 
dewer  wnioh  law  would  have  assigned  to  the  Conn- 
less  Dowager  of  Letoesier,  had  bean  no  bad  windmill 
to  the  beggaHy  Tressilisn.  Well  might  she  goad  roe 
on  to  danger^  which  ooukl  not  end^ otherwise  than 
MsAtably  to  her.-^peak  not  for  her,  Yamey  1  I  wiU 
EafeharhhxMir 

**  My  lord,*'  reolied  Yamey,  "  the  wildness  of  your 
^mtrem  breaks  ibrth  in  the  wildness  of  your  ian- 
gB«e.'* 

*T8ay,  speak  not  for  her  T*  replied  Leicester;  "^e 
bos  dishonoured  me*-she  would  have  murdered  me 
—all  ties  are  burst  between  us.  She  shall  die  the 
death  of  a  traitress  and  adolterea&  well  msrited  both 
by  the  laws  of  Gtod  and  man !  And— what  is  this  cas- 
&et,'*  he  said,  ^which  was  even  now  thrust  into  my 
hand  i^  a  boy.  with  the  desire  I  would  convey  it  to 
TressifaaTk,  as  he  could  not  give  it  to  the  Countess? 
By  Heaven!  the  words  surprised  me -as  he  spoke 
tbem,  though  other  matters  diased  them  from  my 
brain ;  but  now  they  return  with  double  foroe.H[t  is 
her  casket  of  jewels!— Force  it  open,  Yamey;  force 
the  hinges  open  with  thy  iwnisnl?' 

**  She  refused  the  aid  of  my  dagger  once,"  thought 
Yamey,  as  he  unsheathed  the  weapon,  "  to  cut  the 
string  which  bound  a  letter,  but  now  it  shall  work  a 
mightier  ministry  in  her  foitunes." 

With  this  reflection*  by  using  the  three-cornered 
stiletto-blade  as  a  wedge,  be  forced  open  the  slender 
silver  binges  of  the  casket  The  Earl  no  sooner  saw 
them  give  way,  than  he  snatched  the  casket  from  Sir 
Kiehard's  hand,  wrenched  off  the  cover,  and  tearing 
oat  the  ^lendid  oonteiits^  flung  them  on  the  floor  in 
a  transport  of  rage,  while  he  eagerly  searched  for 
seme  letter  or  billet  which  should  make  the  fancied 
Qili  of  his  innocent  Countess  yet  more  apparent 
Tlien  stamping  fonously  on  thagems,  he  exclaimed, 
**Thu8 1  annihilate  the  miserable  toys  for  which  thoo 
hast  sold  ihvself^  body  and  soul,  consigned  thyself  to 
an  early  ana  timeless  death,  and  me  to  misery  and 
nmorse  ibr  everS^Tell  tne  not  of  forgtveness,  Yar- 
iMy— She  is  doomed  f ' 

So  saymg,  he  left  the  room,  and  rushed  into  an 
adjacent  closet  the  door  of  which  he  locked  and 
baited. 

Yamey  looked  after  him,  while  something  of  a 
more  human  fooling  seemed  to  contend  with  his  habi- 
taal  sneer.  "  I  am  sorrv  forhb  weakness,"  he  said, 
**  but  love  has  made  him  a  child.  He  throws  down 
and  treads  on  these  costly  toys— witli  the  same  vehe- 
mence wouki  he  dash  to  pieces  tltis  l^ailest  toy  of  all, 
of  which  he  used  to  mve  so  fondly.  But  that  taste 
ahio  will  be  forgotten  when  its  object  is  no  more. 
Welk  be  has  na  ere  to^vahis  things  as  they  deserve, 


afid  that  nators  has  gpven  to  Yamey.  Whe^ . 

ter  shall  be  a  sovereign,  he  will  thuk  as  little  of  the 
gales  of  passion,  throug))  which  he  gained  that  royal 
port,  as  ever  did  sailor  in  harbour,  of  ihe  perils  of  a 
voyage.  But  these  tell-tale  articles  must  not  remain 
here— they  are  rather  too  rich  vails  for  the  drudges 
who  dress  the  chamber." 

While  Yarney  was  employed  in  gathering  together 
and  putting  them  into  a  secret  drawer  of  a  cabinet 
that,chano0d  to  be  unlocked,  be  saw  the  door  of  Lei* 
coster's' closet  open,  the  tapestry  pushed  aside  and 
the  EarFs  face  thrust  out  but  with  eyes  so  dead,  and 
lips  and  cheeks  so  bloodless  and  pole,  that  he  staried 
at  the  sudden  cliange.  No  sooner  did  his  eyes  en* 
counter  the  Earl's,  than  the  latter  withdrew  his  headi 
and  shut  the  door  of  the  doset^  This.  man<Buvrs 
Leicester  repeated  twice,  without  speaking  a  wor4 
so  that  Yamey  began  to  doubt  whetiier  his  brain  was 
not  actually  aiiected  by  his  mental  agony.  The  third 
tuttc^  however,  he  heaumnl,  and  Yamey  obeyed  the 
signal.  When  he  catered,  he  soon  found  his  patron's 
perturbation  was  not  caused  by  insanity,  but  by  lbs 
milness  of  purpose  which  he  entertained,  contending 
with  various  contrary  passions.  They  piyssed  a  fuU 
hour  in  dose  ooaaultatiOB :  alter  which  the  Rarl  of 
Leicester,  with  an  incredible  exertion,  dressed  hita* 
sel(  and  went  lo  attend  his  royal  guest* 
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banquets  and  revels  which  occupied  the  remainder  of 
this  eventful  day,  the  bearing  of  Leicester  and  of  Yar- 
ney were  totally  different  from  their  usual  demean' 
our.  Sir  Aichard  Yamey  had  been  hekl  rather  a 
man  of  counsel  and  of  actio&  than  a  votary  of  plea- 
sura.  Business,  whether  civil  or  military,  seemed 
alwaya  to  be  his  proper  sphere ;  and  while  in  fostivals 
and  revela,  although  he  well  understood  how  to  trick 
them  up  and  present  them,  his  own  part  was  that  of 
a  mere  spectatorj  or,  if  he  exercised  his  wit  it  was 
in  a  rough,  caustic,  and  severe  manner,  rather  as  if 
be  scoiied  at  the  exhibition  and  the  guests,  than 
shared  the  oommcm  pliBSSureL 

But  upon  the  present  day  hia  character  seemed 
changed.  He  mixed  among  the  younger  courtien 
and  ladies,  and  appeared  for  the  moment  to  be  actu- 
ated by  a  spirit  of  Iwht-hearted  gayetv.  which  render* 
ed  him  a  match  for  the  liveliest  Those  who  had 
looked  upon  him  as  a  man  given  up  U>  graver  and 
more  ambitious  pursuits,  a  bitter  sneerer  and  passer 
of  sarqiisms  at  the  exDsnse  of  those,  who,  taking  lifo 
as  they  fiikl  it  were  disposed  to  snatch  at  each  pas- 
time it  pmsents.  now  perceived  with  astonishment 
that  his  wit  could  carry  as  smooth  an  edge  as  their 
own,  his  laugh  be  as  lively,  and  his  brow  as  uncloud- 
ed. By  what  art  of  damnable  hypocrisy  he  could 
draw  this  veil  of  gayetyover  the  black  though tsof  one 
of  the  worst  of  human  bosoms,  must  remain  uointol 
ligible  to  all  but  his  compeers,  if  any  such  ever  eitist- 
ca ;  but  he  was  a  man  ot  extraordinary  pNowers,  and 
those  powers  were  unhappily  dedicated  in  all  their 
energy  to  the  very  worst  of  purposes. 

It  was  entirely  diflei^t  with  Leicester.  However 
habituated  hn  mind  usually  was  to  play  the  part  of  a 
eood  courtier,  and  appear  gay,  assiduous,  and  frciie 
from  all  care  but  that  of  enhancing  the  pleasure  of  the 
moment  while  his  bosom,  internally  throbbed  with 
the  pangs  of  unsatisfied  ambition,  jealousy,  or  rs- 
sentment,  his  .heart  had  now  a  yet  more  dreadful 
guest,  whose  workings  could  not  be  overshadowed 
or  suppressed  t  and  you  might  read  in  his  vacant  pya 
and  troubled  brow,  that  his  thoughts  were  far  absent 
from  the  scenes  in  which  he  was  compelling  himself 
to  play  a  part  He  looked,  moved,  and  spoke^  as  if 
by  a  succession  of  continued  eflbrts;  and  it  eeemod 
as  if  his  will  had  in  some  d^ree  lost  the  promutitude 
of  command  over  the  acute  mind  and  goodly  form  oi 
which  it  was  the  regent.  His  actions  and  gestures, 
instead  of  appearing  the  consequence  of  simple  vuh 
tion«  stemed.  like  those  uf  an  automaton,  to  wait  tho 
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revolution  of  some  internal  maohineiT  en  they  could 
bo  performed ;  and  his  words  fell  from  him  piece* 
meal,  intcmipied,  as  if  he  hfd  first  to  think  what  he 
was  to  say,  then  how  it  Wka  to  be  saidi  and  aa  it; , 
lifter  ail,  it  was  only  by  an  effort  of  continued  atten- 
tion that  he  completed  a  sentence  without  foigetting 
both  the  one  and  the  other. 

The  sinsular  effects  which  these  distractions  of 
inind  produce^  upon  the  behaviour  and  conversation 
of  the  most  accomplished  courtier  of  England,  as 
they  were  visible  to  the  lowest  and  dullest  menial 
who  approached  his  person,  could  not  escape  the  no* 
tioe  of  the  most  inielhgent  princess  of  the  age.  Nor 
is  there  the  least  doubt,  that  the  alternate  negligence 
and  irreKulariiy  of  his  manner,  would  have  odled 
down  Eu2abetn's  severe  displeasure  on  the  Earl  of 
Leicester,  had  it  not  occuni^  to  her  to  account  for 
It.  by  supposing  that  the  apprehension  of  that  di»> 
pleasure  which  she  had  expressed  towards  him  with 
such  vivacity  that  very  mcming,  waa  dwelling  upon 
the  spiiiu  of^  her  favourite,  ,and  spite  of  hie  efiorts  to 
the  contrary,  distracted  the  usual  graceful  tenor  of  hia 
mien,  and  ine  charms  of  his  eonversadon.  When 
diis  idea,  so  flattering  to  female  vanity,  had  once  ob- 
tained possession  of''^her  mind,  it  proved  a  full  and 
satisfactory  apology  for  the  numerous  errors  and 
mistakes  of  the  EaR  of  Leicester;  and  the  watchful 
qircle  around  observed  with  astonishment,  that,  in- 
stead of  resenung  his  repeated  negligence,  and  want 
of  even  ordinary  attention,  (although  these  were  points 
on  which  she  was  usually  extremely  punctilious,)  the 
Queea  sought,  on  the  contrary,  to  afibrd  him  dme 
and  means  to  recollect  himself;  and  deigned  to  a88i^t 
him  in  doing  so,  with  an  indulgence  which  seemed 
altogether  inconsistent  with  her  usual  character.  It 
was  clear,  however^  that  this  could  not  last  much 
longer,  and  that  Elizabeth  most  finally  put  another 
ana  more  severe  construction  on  Leicester's  uncour- 
teoos  conduct,  when  the  Earl  was  summoned  by 
Varney  to  s|)eak  with  hmi  in  a  diflferent  apartment. 

After  having:  had  the  message  twice  delivered  to 
him;  he  rose,  and  was  about  to  withdraw,  as  il  were, 
.  by  instinct^then  stopped,  and  turning  round,  en- 
treated permission  of  the  Queen  to  ^sent  himself  for 
a  brief  space  upon  matters  of  pressing  hnportance. 

**  Go,  my  lord,"  said  the  Queen ;  ^'  we  are  aware 
our  presence  must  occasion  sudden  and  unexpected 
occurrences,  which  require  to  be  provided  for  on  the 
inaiant.  Yet,  my  lord,  as  you  would  have  us  believe 
ouraelf  vour  welcome  and  honoured  guest,  we  entreat 
you  to  think  less  of  our  good  cheer,  and  favour  us 
with  mom  of  your  good  countenance,  than  we  have 
this  day  enjoyed  t  for,  whether  prince  or  peasant  be 
the  guest,  the  welcome  of  the  host  yriil  always  be  the 
better  part  of  the  entertainment.  Go,  my  lord ;  and 
we  trust  to  see  you  return  with  an  unwrinkled  brow, 
and  those  free  tnoughts  which  you  are  wont  to  have 
at  the  disposal  of  your  friends." 

Leicester  only  bowed  low  in  answer  to  this  rebuke, 
and  redred.  At  the  door  of  the  apartment  he  was 
met  by  Varney,  who  eaaerly  drew  him  apart,  and 
whispered  in  his  ear,  "  Allis  welM" 

'*  Has  Masters  seen  her?"  said  the  Earl. 

**  He  has,  my  lord  t  and  as  she  would  neither  an- 
swer his  queries,  nor  allege  any  reason  fnr  her  refu- 
sal, he  will  give  rnll  tesdroony  that  she  labours  under 
a  mental  disorder,  and  niay  be  best  committed  to  the 
charge  of  her  friends.  The  opportunity  is  therefore 
free,  to  remove  her  aa  we  proposed." 

**  But  Tressilian  T*  said  Leicester. 

"  He  will  not  know  of  her  departure  for  some  dme," 
Rplied  Varney ;  "  it  shall  take  place  this  very  even- 
ing, and  to-morrow  he  shall  be  cared  for." 

^fiOt  by  my  soul,"  answered  Leicester;  "I  will 
take  vengeance  on  him  with  mine  own  hand  !" 

"  You,  my  lord,  and  on  so  inconsiderable  a  man  as 
TYessilian !— No,  iny  lord,  he  hath  lonf^  wished  to 
visit  foreign  parts.  Trust  him  to  me— I  will  take  care 
b«  returns  not  hither  to  tell  tales." 

"  Not  so,  by  Heaven,  Vainey  I"  exclaimed  Lei- 
vestcr.—"  Inconsiderable  do  you  call  an  enemy,  that 
fiath  had  power  to  wound  me  so  deeply,  that  my 
whole  after  life  must  be  one  scene  of  remorse  and 
tiiisery  1— No ;  rather  than  forego  the  right  oj^doing 


myself  justioe  with  mr  own  band  on  ^at  accirMd 
yilJain,  I  will  unfold  the  whofe  truth  at  Elizabedi's 
footstool,  and  let  her  vengeance  descend  at  onoe  oo 
them  and  on  myself." 

Varney  saw  with  great  alarm  that  his  lord  was 
wrought  up  to  such  a  pitch  of  agitation,  that  if  hi 
gave  not  way  to  him,  he  was  pofectly  capable  of 
adopdng  the  deaperate  resohidon  which  he  nad  a»- 
nounced,  and  which  was  instant  ruin  to  all  the 
schemes  of  ambition  which  Varney  had  fonned  for 
his  patron  and  for  himself.  But  the  Eari's  rsgi 
seemed  at  once  uncontrollable  and  deqily  ooneentn- 
tod ;  and  while  he  spoke,  his  eyes  shot  me^  his  voic» 
trembled  with  excess  of  passion,  and  the  hght  fwa  * 
stood  on  his  lip. 

His  confidant  made  a  bold  and  successful  eflbrt  to  ^ 
obtain  the  masteiy  of  him  even  m  this  hour  of  emo*  '~l 
tioiL^"  My  lord,"  he  said,  leading  him  to  a  motor. 
**  behold  your  reflection  in  that  glass,  and  think  if 
thess  agitated  features  belong  to  one  who^  in  a  gob* 
didon  so  extreme^- is  capable  of  ibrming  a  resolutioa 
lb- himself." 

'*  What,  then,  wonldst  thou  make  me?"  said  Ui- 
cester.  stniek  at  the  change  in  his^iwn  ph^siosnoiny, 
though  offended  at  the  freedom  with  whtch  Vanwr 
made  the  appeal.  "  Am  I  to  be  thy  ward,  thy  vassal 
—the  property  and  subject  of  my  sarvant  ?" 

"  No,  my  loid,"  saki  Varney,  firmly,  "  but  be  mas- 
ter  of  yourself^  and  of  your  own  pasakin.  My  loid,  I, 
your  bom  servant,  am  shamed  to  see  how  poorly 
you  bear  yourself  in  the  storm  of  fury.  Goto  Elisa- 
beth's feet,  confess  your  marriage— impeach  your  wife 
and  her  paramour  of  adultery--and  avow  yoiindC 
amongst  all  your  peers,  the  wittol  who  married  a 
country  girl,  and  was  oosened  by  her  and  her  book- 
learned  gaUant.«-Go,  my  lord-^but  first  take  fu» 
well  of  Richard  Varney,  with  all  the  benefits  you  evtf 
conferred  on  him.  He  served  the  noble,  ihe  lofty.  th€ 
high-minded  Leicester,  and  was  mors  proud  of  da- 
pending  on  him,  than  he  would  be  of  commandioR 
thousands.  But  the  abject  lord  who  stoops  to  every 
adverse  drcumstance,  whose  judicious  resolves  an 
scarrered  like  chaff  before  every  wind  of  passion,  \m 
Richard  Varney  serves  not.  Ho  is  aa  much  abofp 
him  in  constancy  of  mind,  as  beneath  him  'n  xm 
and  Ibrtuno." 

Vnrney  spoke  thus  without  hypocrisy,  for,  thoagi 
the  firmness  of  mind  which  he  boasted  was  hardaett 
and  impenetrabihty,  yet  he  really  felt  the  ascendency 
which  he  vaunted ;  while  the  iatcrest  which  he  ac- 
tually felt  in  the  fortunes  of  Leicester,  gave  unusual 
emotion  to  his  voice  and  manner. 

Leicester  was  overpowered  by  his  assumed  fi- 
periority ;  it  seemed  to  the  unfortimate  Earl  as  if  bis 
last  friend  was  about  to  abandon  him.  He  stretched 
his  hand  towards  Varney,  as  he  uttered  the  woida. 
"  Do  not  leave  me— What  wouldat  thou  have  me  do  f 

**Bo  thyself  my  noble  master/'  sakl  Vamef,  . 
touching  the  Earl's  hand  with  his  lipS)  after  having 
respectfully  grasped  it  in  his  own ;  '^  be  younelC'sa- 
penor  to  those  storms  of  passion  which  wreck  inferior 
minds.  Are  you  the  first  who  has  been  cozened  jn 
love?  The  first  whom  a  vain  and  licentious  woman 
has  cheated  into  an  alTecdon.  which  she  has  af^- 
wards  scorned  and  misused  1  And  wfll  you  sofier 
yourself  to  be  driven  frantia  because  you  have  pot 
been  wiser  than  the  wisest  men  whom  the  world  has 
seen  ?  Let  her  be  as  if  she  had  not  been— let  per 
pass  from  your  memory,  as  unworthy  of  ever  faavinB 
held  a  place  there.  Let  your  auong  resolve  of  this 
morning,  which  I  have  both  courage,  aeal,  and  means 
enough  to  execute,  be  like  the  fiat  of  a  superior  beinft 
a  passionless  act  of  justioe.  She  hath  deserved  death 
-ietherdiel"  ^ 

While  he  was  speaking,  the  Earl  held  his  hand 
fast,  compressed  his  lips  hard,  and  fntwned,  as  if  bs 
laboured  to  catch  from  Varney  a  portion  of  the  com, 
ruthless,  and  dispassionate  urmneas  which  he  le- 
commended.  When^  he  was  silent,  the  Esrl  atnl 
continued  to  grasp  his  hand,  until,  with  an  eflbrt  at 
calm  decision,  he  was  able  to  articulate,  "  Be  it  so— 
she  dies!— But  one  tear  might  be  permitted." 

"Not one,  my  lord,"  interrupted  Vamey,  who  saw 
by  the  quivering  ^e  and  oonvulsed  chtftk  of  his 


v«ir.  XXXVU.] 


KKNILTVORTH. 


U 


patron,  that  he  was  nboat  to  ffte  way  to  a  burst  of 
•moiioQ,— **  Not  a  tear— the  time  permits  it  not— 
Tressiiian  must  be  thought  of" 

"  That  indeed  is  a  name,"  said  the  Earl,  "  to  oon- 
art  tears  imo  blood.  Vamey,  I  have  tboufi^t  on 
his,  and  I  have  determined— neither  entreaty  nor 
ii;giur«nt  shall  move  me— Tressiiian  shall  be  my 
own  victim*"  »  - 

'*Ir  is  madness,  my  lord ;  but  you  are  too  mighty 
fix-  mo  to  bar  your  way  to  your  revenge.  Yet  re* 
s)lve  at  least  to  choose  fitting  time  and  opportunityi 
lod  to  forbear  him  until  those  shall  be  found." 

"  Thou  shalt  order  me  ia  what  thou  wilt,"  said 
Leicester,  "only  thwart  me  not  in  this." 

"Then,  my  lord,"  ssjd  Vamey,  "  1  first  request  of 
ipo  to  lay  aside  the  wild,  suspected,  and  half»fien- 
&Bd  demeanour,  which  hath  this  day  drawn  the  eyes 
of  all  the  court  upon  you;  and  which,  but  for  the 
dueen's  partial  indulgence,  which  she  hath  extended 
lowards  you  in  a  degree  far  beyond  her  nature;  she 
bad  never  given  yon  the  opporUmity  to  atone  for/' 

"Havexindeed  been  so  negligent  1"  said  Leices- 
ter, as  one  who  awakes  from  a  dream }  '*!  thought 
I  had  coloured  it  well ;  but  fear  nothing^  my  mind  is 
now  eased— I  am  calm.  My  horoscope  shall  be  fol- 
filled ;  and  that  it  may  be  fulfilled,  I  wUl  tax  to  the 
h^hest  every  faculty  of  my  mind.  Fear  me  not,  I 
Bay— I  will  to  the -Queen  instantly— not  thine  own 
looks  and  language  shall  be  more  unpenetrable  than 
a.— Hast  tnou  aught  else  to  say  1" 

'*!  must,  crave  your  signet-rinft"   said  Vamey, 

F:avely,  "  in  token  to  those  of  your  servants  whom 
must  employ,  that  I  possess  your  fiul  authority  in 
oommanduiG;  their  aid." 

Leicester  drew  off  the  signet -ring,  which  he  oom- 
iBonly  used,  and  s^ave  it  to  Varney  with  a  haggard 
and  etem  expression  of  countenance,  adding  only, 
In  a  low,  half-whispered  tone,  but  with  terrific  em- 
phasis, the  wordfl^     What  thou  doat,  do  quickly." 

Same  snxiety  and  wonder  took  place,  meanwhile, 
ID  the  presence-hall.  at  the  prolonged  absence  of  the 
noble  Lord  of  the  Castle,  and  great  was  the  delight 
of  bis  friends,  when  thcv  ^aw  him  enter  as  a  man, 
ih>m  whose  bosom,  to  all  ^uman  seeming,  a  weight 
of  care  had  been  just  removed.  Amply  did  Leicester 
dutt  day  redeem, the  pledge  he  had  given  to  Varney, 
who  aoua  saw  himself  no  longer  under  the  necessity 
of  maintaining  a  character  so  differeut  from  his  own, 
IS  that  which  he  had  assumed  in  the  earlier  part  of 
ihe  day,  and  gradually  relapsed  into  the  same  grave, 
ibrewd.  caustic  observer  of  conversation  and  inci- 
ientj  w-hicfa  constituted  his  usual  port  in  society. 

With  Elizabeth,  Leicester  played  his  game  as  one^ 
to  whom  her  natural  strength  of  talent,  and  her 
weakness  in  or*  Dr  two  particular  points,  were  w^ 
known.  He  ^ma  too  wary  to  exchange  on  a  sudden 
the  sullen  personiige  which  he  had  played  before  he 
retired  with  Varney  j  but,  on  approaching  her,  it 
■eemed  softened  into  a  melancholy,  which  had  a 
touch  of  tenderness  in  it,  and  which,  in  the  course 
of  conversing  with  Elizabeth,  and  as  she  dropped  in 
oompasaion  one  mark  of  favour  after  another  to  con- 
sole nini,  passed  into  a  flow  of  aflfectionate  gaUantfy, 
the  most  assiduous,  the  most  delicate,  the  most  in- 
anuatin^  yet  bt  the  same  time  the  most  respectfuli 
with  which  a  Queen  was  ever  addressed  by  a  subject, 
Elizabeth  Hstened,  as  in  a  sort  of  enchantment;  her 
jealousy  of  power  was  lulled  asleep;  her  resolution 
10  for»fce  all  social  or  domestic  ties,  and  dedicate 
herself  exclusively  to  the  care  of  her  people,  began 
to  be  shaken,  and  once  more  the  star  of  Dudley 
c*ilQunated  in  the  court-horizon. 

Bat  Leicester  did  not  enjoy  this  triumph  over  na- 
Qie.  and  over  conscience  without  its  being  embit- 
'•cred  to  hini,  not  onl^  by  the  internal  rebellion  of  his 
fedings  against  the  violence  which  he  exercised  over 
them,  but  by  many  accidental  circumstances,  which, 
hthe  course  of  the  banquet,  and  during  the  subse- 
VKM  amusements  of  the  evening,  jarred  upon  that 
lerre,  the  least  vibration  of  which  wae  agony. 

The  courtiers  were,  for  example,  in  the  great  hall, 

ifier  having  left  the  banqueting-room,  awaiting  the 

•i^pe(\ranca  of  a  splendid  masque,  which  was  the 

Aoected  entertainment  of  this  evening,  when  the, 
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Queen  interrupted  a  wild  career  of  wit.  which  the 
Earl  of  Leicester  was  rannina  against  Lord  Wil- 
joughby,  Raleigh,  and  some  other  courtiers,  by  say* 
ing— "  We  will  unpeach  yon  of  high  treason,  my 
lord,  if  you  proceed  in  this  attempt  to  slay  us  with 
laughter.  And  here  comes  a  thing  may  make  us  all 
grave  at  his  pleasure,  our  learned  physician  Masters, 
with  news  belike  of  our  poor  suppliant.  Lady  Var- 
ney—nay,  my  lord,  we  will  not  have  you  leave  us^ 
for  this  being  a  dispute  betyrixt  married  persons,  ws 
do  not  hold  our  own  experience  deep  enough  to  de* 
cide  thereon,  without  good  counsel.— How  jiow, 
Masters,  what  think'st  thou  of  the  runaway  bride  ?*' 

The  smile  with  which  Leicester  had  been  speak- 
ing, when  the  Queen  mtemipted  him,  remained 
arrested  on  his  lips,  as  if  it  had  been  carved  there  by 
the  chisel  of  Miehael  Angelo,  or  of  Chantrey:  and 
he  listened  to  the  speech  of  the  physician  with  tbs 
same  immoveable  cast  of  countenance. 

"  The  Lady  Vamey,  gracious  Sovereign,"  said  tha 
court  physician  Masters,  '*is*8uU«Q,  and  would  hold 
httle  conference  with,  me  touduiig  the  state  of  her 
health,  talking  wildly  of  being  soon  to  plead  her  own 
cause  before  your  own  presence!,  andfof  answerias 
no  meaner  person's  inquiries."  ^ 

"Now,  the  heavens  forefendl"  said  the  Queen | 
"  we  have  already  sufiersd  from  the  misconstructions 
and  broils  which  seem  to  follow  this  poor  brain-sick 
ladv  wherever  she  comes.— Think  you  not  so,  my 
lord  V  she  added,  appealing  to  Leicester,  with  some- 
thing in  her  -^k  that  indicated  regret,  even  tenderly 
expressed,*  for  their  disagreement  of  that  morning/' 
Leicester  compelled  himself  to  bo*w  bw.  The  ut* 
most  force  he  could  exert  was  inadequate  to  tha 
farther  effort  of  expressing  m  words  his  acquiescence 
in  the  Queen's  sentiment. 

"  You  are  vindictive,"  she  said,  "my  lord:  but  we 
will  find  time  and  place  to  punish  you.  But  once 
more  to  this  same  trouble-mirth,  this  Lady  Vamey— 
What  of  her  health,  Masters  V* 

"  She  is  sullen,  madam,  as  I  already  said,"  replied 
Masters,  "  and  refiises  to  answer  interrogatories,  oi 
be  amenable  to  the  authority  of  the  mraiciner.  I 
conceive  her  to  be  poasessed  with  a  delirium,  which 
I  incline  to  te^n  rather  hypochondria  than  phretu* 
ti»;  and,  I  think  she  were  best  oared  for  by  her 
husband  in  his  own  house  and  removed  from  all 
this  bustle  of  pageants,  which  disturbs  her  weak 
brain  with  the  most  fantastic  phantoms.  She  drops 
hints  as  if  she  were  some  great  person  in  disguise — 
some  Countess  or  Princess  perchance.  God  help 
them,  such  are  often  the  haUuonations  oi  these  infirm 
persons !" 

^'IShw^  then,"  said  the  Queen,  "away  with  her 
with  all  speed.  Let  Vamey  care  lor  her  with  fitting 
humanity ;  but  let  them  nd  the  Castle  of  her  forth- 
with. She  will  think  herself  lady  of  all,  I  warrant 
you.  It  is  pity  so  fair  a  form,  however,  should  have 
an  infirm  understanding.- What  think  you,  mylordl** 

"It  is  pity  indeed,"  said  the  Earl,  repeating  tha 
words  like  a  task  which  was  set  him. 

"  But,  perhaps,"  said  Elizabeth,  "  you  do  not  join 
with  us  in  our  opinion  of  her  beauty ;.  and  indeed  wa 
have  known  men  prefer  a  statelier  and  more  Juno- 
like form,  to  that  drooping  fragile  one,  that  hung  ita 
head  like  a  broken  lily.  Ay,  men  are  tyrants,  my 
lord,  who  esteem  the  animation  of  the  strife  above 
the  triumph  of  an  unresisting  conquest,  and,  lik« 
sturdy  champions,  love  best  those  women  who  can 
wage  contest  with  them.— I  could  think  with  you, 
Rutland,  that,  give  my  Ijord  of  Leicester  such  a 
piece  of  painted  wax  for  a  brid&  he  would  have 
wished  her  dead  ere  the  end  of  the  honey-moon." 

As  she  said  thiS|  she  looked  on  Leicester  so,e#» 
pressively,  that,  whde  his  heart  revolted  against  tHa 
egregious  falsehood,  he  did  himself  so  much  violenot 
as  to  reply  in  a  whisper,  that  Leicester's  love  was 
more  lowly  than  her  Majesty  deemed,  since  it  wb« 
settled  where  he  could  never  command,  but  mus; 
ever  obey. 

The  Queen  blushed,  and  bid  him  be  silent ;  y^i 
looked  as  if  she  expected  that  he  would  not  obey  huf 
commands.    But  at  that  moment  the  flourish    i 
tnunpets  and  kettl&idrums  firom  a  high  bal<«. 
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which  overlookod  the  hall,  nnnoancal  the  entrance 
'  if  the  luttiquera.  and  telirn'od  Leicester  from  the 
norrible  state  or  con^traiiit-  and  dissimulation  in 
which  the  result  of  his  own  duplicity  had  placed 
nim. 

The  QTOsqTie  which  entered  consisted  of  four  sepa- 
ate  hands,  which  followed  each  other  at  hricf  in- 
tervaJs,  each  consisting  of  six  principal  persons 
>nd  as  many  torch -bearers,  and  each  repref>enting 
one  of  the  various  nations  by  which  England  had  at 
diiibrent  times  been  occupied. 

The  aboriginal  Britons,  wlio  first  entered,  were 
ushered  in  by  two  ancient  Druids,  whose  hoary  hair 
was  croMmed  with  a  chaplet  of  oak,  and  who  bore 
in  their  hands  bfanchea  oi  mistletoe.  The  masquara 
who  followed  these  venerable  figures  were  succeeded 
by  two  Bards,  arrayed  in  white,  and  bearing  harps, 
which  they  occasionally  touched,  singing  al  the 
same  time  certain  stanzas  of  an  ancient  hymn  Co 
Belus,  or  the  Sun.  The  aboriginal  Britons  had  been 
Mlected  from  amongst  the  tallest  and  most  robust 
yo«ng  gentlemen  in  attendance  on  the  court.  Their 
masks  were  accommodated  with  lone  shafg^  beards 
and  hair;  their  vestments  were  of  the  hides  of 
wolves  and  bears;  while  their  legs,  arms,  and  the 
upper  parts  of  their  bodies,  being  sheathed  in  flesh- 
eoloured  silk,  on  which  were  traced  in  grotesque 
lines  rcpresentatwns  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  and  of 
animals  and  other  terrestrial  objects,  gave  tfffem  the 
livdr  appearance  of  our  painted  ancestors,  whose 
frseoom  was  first  trenched  upon  by  the  Romans. 

The  sons  of  Rome^  who  came  to  civilize  as  well  as 
to  conquer,  were  next  produced  before  the  princely 
assemblx ;  and  the  manager  of  the  revels  had  cor« 
MCtiy  imitated  the  high  crest  and  military  habits  of 
that  celebrated  people,  accommodating  them  with 
the  light  yet  strong  biickler,  and  the  short  two-cdgod 
•word,  the  use  of  which  had  mad"  them  victors  of 
the  world.  The  Roman  eagles  were  borne  before 
Uiem  by  two  standard-bearers,  who  rpcited  a  hyiiin 
to  Mars,  and  the  classical  warriore  followed  witli 
the  grave  and  haughty  step  of  men  who  aspired  at 
aniversaj  conquest. 

The  third  quadrille  represented  the  Saxons,  clad  in 
the  bearskins  which  they  had  brought  with  them 
from  the  German  forests,  and  bearing  in  their  hands 
the  tedoubtable  oattle-axes  which  made  such  havoc 
among  the  natives  of  Britain.  They  were  preceded 
by  two  Scalds,  who  chanted  the  preisea  of  Odin. 

Last  came  the  knightlv  Normans,  in  their  mail- 
ahirts  and  hoods  of  steel,  with  all  the  panoply  of 
chivalry,  and  marshalled  by  two  Minstrels,  who 
Ming  or  war  and  ladies'  love. 

ll^ese  four  bands  entered  the  spacious  hall  with 
the  utmost  order,  a  short  pause  being  made,  that 
the  siHictators  might  satisfy  their  curiosity  as  to  each 

Sadrille  before  the  appearence  of  the  next.  They 
en  marched  completely  round  the  hall,  in  order 
(he  more  fully  to  display  themselves,  regulating  their 
•teps  to  organs,  shalms,  hautboys,  and  virginals,  the 
music  of  the  Lord  Leicester's  household.  At  length 
the  four  quadrilles  of  masquers,  ren^g  their  torch- 
bearers  behind  them,  drew  up  in  their  several  ranks, 
on  the  two  opposite  skies  of  the  hall,  so  that  the  Ro- 
mans confronting  the  Britons,  and  the  Saxons  the 
Normans,  seemed  to  look  on  each  other  with  eyes  of 
wonder,  whicli  presently  appeared  to  kindle  into 
anger,  expressed  by  menacing  gestures.  At  the  burst 
of  a  strain  of  niartial  music  fix>m  the  gallery,  the 
masquers  drew  their  swords  on  all  sides,  and  ad' 
vknced  against  each  other  in  the  measured  steps  of  a 
aort  of  Pyrrhic  or  military  dance,  clashing  their 
swcirds  against  their  advereanes'  shields,  and  clatter- 
ing .them  agamsr  their  blades  as  they  passed  each 
other  in  the  provrsss  of  the  dance.  It  was  a  very 
pleasant  spectadf  o  see  how  the  various  bands  pre- 
serving regularity  amid  motions  whi6h  seemed  to  be 
totally  irregular,  mixed  together,  and  then  disenga- 
ging themselves,  resumea  each  their  own  original 
rank  as  the  music  varied. 

In  this  symbolical  dance  were  represented  the  con- 
^ts  which  had   taken  place  among  the  various 

*.tions  which  had  anciently  inhabited  Britain. 

At  length,  sfter  many  mazy  evolutions,  whidi 
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afibrded  great  ptoaaiire' to  the  spectators,  the  sowrf 
of  a  louq-voiced  trumpet  was  heard,  as  it  it  blew  fi^ 
intitani  battle,  or  for  victory  won.  The  masciQBii 
instantly  ceased  their  mimic  stnfe,  and  collecting 
themselves  under  their  original  lenders,  orpresenun. 
for  Buch  was  the  appropriate  phrase,  seemed  to  abara 
the  anxious  expectation  which  the  spectators  expe- 
rienced concerning  what  was  next  to  apj>ear. 

The  doora  of  the  hall  were  thrown  wide,  and  no 
less  a  person  entered  than  the  fiend-bom  MeriiR, 
dressed  in  a  strange  and  mystical  attire,  suited  lobii 
ambiguous  birth  and  magical  power.  About  him  mA 
behind  him  fluttered  or  gambolled  many  extraorii 
nary  forms,  intended  to  represent  the  spirits  wht 
wafted  to  do  his  powerfiil  bidding;  and  so  much  did 
this  part  of  the  pageant  interest  the  menials  tad 
oihere  of  the  lower  class  theri  in  the  Castle,  that 
many  of  them  forgot  even  the  reverence  due  to  the 
QuAn's  presence,  so  far  as  to  thrust  themselves  iaio 
tbe  tower  part  of  the  hall. 

The  £ari  of  Leic^ter,  seeing  his  officen  had  torn 
difficulty  to  repel  these  intruders,  without  more  dis- 
turbance than  was  fitting  where  the  Queen  wasi| 
presence,  arose  and  went  himself  to  the  bottom  of 
the  hall:  Elizabeth,  at  the  same  time^  with  her usul 
feeling  for  the  common  people,  requesting  that  flier 
might  be  permkted  to  remam  undisturbed  to  witiMM 
the  pageant.  Leicester  went  under  this  pretext ;  N 
his  real  motive  was  to  gain  a  moment  to  himselC 
and  to  relieve  his  mind,  were  it  but  for  one  instttt 
flfom  the  dreadful  task  of  hidmg|  under  the  guise  of 
gayety,  and  gallantry,  the  lacerating  pangs  olshomft 
anger,  remorse,  and  thiret  for  vengieance.  He  iiti 
posed  silence  by  his  look  and  sign  Upon  the  wl^ 
crowd,  at  the  lower  end  of  the  apartment ;  but,  m 
stead  of  instantly  returning  to  wait  on  her  Hajestn 
he  wrapped  his  cloak  around  him,  and  mixing  via 
the  crowd,  stood  in  some  degree  an  undistinguished 
spec  to  for  of  the  progress  of  the  m  usque. 

Merlin  having  entered,  and  advanced  into  themioM 
of  the  ball,  summoned  the  pr^sentere  of  the  contend 
ing  bands  around  him  by  a  wave  of  ^  his  magical  m 
and  announced  to  them,  in  a  poetical  speech,  ttt 
the  isle  of  Britain  was  ntew  commanded  by  a  «m 
Maiden,  to  whom  it  was  the  will  of  fate  that  «| 
should  all  do  homage,  and  reouest  of  her  to  proncsM 
on  the  various  pretensions  which  each  set  forth  tote 
esteemed  the  pre-eminent  stock,  from  which  w 
present  natives,  the  happy  subjects  of  that  aogennl 
Princess,  derived  their  lineage. 

In  obedience  to  this  mandate,  the  bands,  each  no 
ving  to  solemn  music,  passed  in  succession  brfp 
Elizabeth  ;  doing  her,  as  they  passed,  each  afto"  the 
fashion  of  the  people  whom  they  represented,  the 
lowest  and  most  devotional  homage  which  ehe 
returned  vrith  the  same  gracious  counesy  that  hw  i 
marked  her  whole  conduct  soice  she  came  to  Kens' 
worth. 

The  prpsentere  of  the  several  mascjues,  orqoadrillej 
then  alleged,  each  in  behalf  of  his  own  troop,  tl 
reasons  which  they  had  for  clahning  pre-emintf* 
over  the  rest ;  and  when  they  had  been  all  heard 
mrn,  she  returned  them  this  gracious  answei 
"  That  she  was  sorry  she  was  not  better  qualified 
decide  upon  the  doubtful  question  which  had  be 

Sropounded  to  her  by  the  dh-ection  of  the  fame 
leriin,  but  that  it  seemed  to  her  that  no  single  oi 
of  these  celebrated  nations  could  claim  pre-cmine» 
over  the  others,  as  having  most  contributed  to  fon 
the  Englishman  of  her  own  time,  who  unquestieni 
bly  derived  from  each  of  them  some  worthy  attnbu 
or  his  character.  Thus."  she  sakl,  "the  Englishnu 
had  from  the  ancient  Bnton  his  bold  and  tameie! 
spirit  of  freedom,— from  the  Roman,  his  disciplffl^ 
courage  in  war,  with  his  love  of  lettere  and  emits 
tion  in  time  of  peace,— fit)m  the  Saxon,  his  wise  «J 
equitable  laws,— and  from  the  chivalrous  Norman,  n 
love  of  honour  and  courtesy,  with  his  generous  dest 

Merlin  answered  with  readiness,  that  it  did  ind« 
require  that  so  many  choice  qunlities  should  meet  i 
the  English,  as  might  render  them  in  some  mea;W 
the  nmster  of  the  perfections  of  other  nationa  smt 
that  alone  oonM  render  them  in  solne  degree  desert 
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ngof  the  bleflttngs  thof  enjoyed  under  the  reign  of 
Rand's  Elizabeth.  -> 

,  fte  maac  then  aounded,  and  the  quadrillee,  toge- 
ibr  with  Meriin  and  his  aesistants,  had  beRun  to 
lOBOve  from  the  crowded  haU,  when  Leioeeter,  who 
vH,  as  we  have  mentioaed,  stationed  for  the  monieni 
mr  the  bottom  of  the  hall,  and  conseqaentljr  en- 
nged  in  tome  desree  in  the  crowd,  felt  himself  pulled 
W  the  cloak,  while  a  Yoicii  whispered  in  his  ear, 
ni|r  Lord,  I  (k>  desire  some  instant  oonfierenoe  with 


CHAPTER  XXXVIII. 
r  liPt  with  nM,  whMi  trtnr  M 


**!  desire  some  ooniSBnnee  with  jauJ*  The  words 
nte  aim|^  in  therasdves^  bat  Lord  Leicester  was 
ii  that  alanned  ond^ievensh  state  of  mind,  when 
ihe  most  ordinary  occurrences  seem  fraaght  with 
ihmting  import ;  and  he  turned  hastily  round  to 

Kerrae  person  by  whom  they  had  been  spoken. 
PB  was  nothing  remarkable  m  the  speakers  sp- 
(tvaaoe,  which  consisted  of  a  black  silk  doublet 
ivehort  mantle^  with  a  black  vizard  on  his  face ; 
far  it  appeared  he  had  been  among  the  crowd  of 
Msks  who  had  thronged  mto  the  hall  in  the  retinue 
«f  Meriin,  though  he  did  not  wear  any  of  the  ez- 
oaTtguit  dteguises  by  Which  most  of  them  were  dis- 


tJHmhed. 
^hoare 


.  are  yoii,  or  what  do  you  want  with  me  f ' 
•aid  Ldoester,  not  without  betraying,  by  his  accents, 
the  barried  state  of  his  spirits. 

"  No  evil,  my  iori"  answered  the  mask,  **  but 
auk  xood  and  honour,  if  yon  wul  lightly  understand 
my  inapai6.    But  I  must  speak  with  you  more  ph- 

**!  can  4)eak  with  no  naroelessstnnger/'  answer- 
to  Loenter,  dreading  he  knew  not  precisely  what, 
ihua  tbe  reiiuest  of  the  stranger ;  '*  and  those  who 
in  ksown  to  me,  must  seek  another  and  a  fitter 
lime  to  ariL  an  interview." 

He  would  have  hurried  away,  but  the  mask  still 
detained  him. 

"Hiose  who  talk  to  your  lord^iip  of  what  your 
ova  honour  demands,  nave  a  right  over  ytnir  time, 
yikatever  oceimationa  you  may  Fay  aside  in  order  to 
■Aijfio  them.*'^ 

"How!  my  honour  1  Who  dare  impeach  ixT 
aid  Leicester. 

**  Your  own  conduct  alone  can  furnish  grounds  for 
accusing  it,  mv  lord,  and  it  is  that  topic  on  which  I 
«oaid  speak  with  you.^' 

**  You  are  insolent,"  said  Leicester,  "  and  abuse 
(he  hospitable  license  of  the  time,  which  prevents  me 
ftom  having  you  punished.  I  demand  your  name  V* 
"  Edmund  Tressihan  of  Cornwall,"  answered  the 
l&iak.  ^  My  tongue  has  been  bound  by  a  promise 
pr  foor-ana-twenty  hour& — ^the  space  is  passed,*-*- 
laow  speak,  and  do  your  lordship  the  justice  to  ad- 
ma  mVself  first  to  you." 

The  thrill  of  astonishment  which  had  penetrated 
to  Leioeeter's  ver;  -heart  at  hearing  that  name  pro* 
^Mmced  by  the  voice  of  the  man  he  most  detested, 
ud  by  whom  .he  conceived  himself  "so  deeply  inju- 
lad,  u  first  rendered  him  immoveable,  but  mstantly 
Ate  way  to  such  a  thirst  for  revenge  as  the  pilgrim 
■the  desert  feels  for  the  water-brooks.  He  had- but 
•esae^and  self-goyemment  enough  left  to  prevent  his 
tabbing  to  ^e  neart  the  audacious  villain,  who,  after 
neniin  be  had  brought  upon  him,  dared,  with  such 
■mofed  assurance,  thus  to  practise  upon  him  far- 
mt.  I^termined  to  suppress  for  the  moment  everv 
faptom  of  agitation,  in  order  to  perceive  the  fuU 
f^of  Treasilian's  puipose,  as  well  as  to  secure 
"•own  vengeance,  he  answeiedin  a  tone  so  altered 
9i»trained  passion  as  scarce  to  be  intelligible^— 
iad  what  does  Master  Edmund  Tressilian  reqouv 
"nifhaadr' 

.  "/ofltice,  my  lord,"  answered  Tressilian,  cabnly 
nit  inMf. 

"Justice,"  said  Leicester,  "all  men  are  entitled  to 
HTotr,  Master  TressiliBn,  are  peculiarly  t  ?,  and  }y% 
'you  shall  have  it." 


**  I  expect  nothing  leas  from  yovr  noUensM,"  an- 
swered Tressiiian,  "but  time  i  resses,  and  I  must 
speak  with  yo<i  to-night— May  I  wait  on  you  in  your 
cnamber  T^ 

"  No,"  answered  Leicester,  sternly,  "  not  under  a 
root|  and  that  roof  mine  own— We  vml  meet  undsr 
the  free  cope  of  heaven." 

"  You  are  disoomposed  or  displeased,  my  kird,"  re- 
plied Tressilian  :"  yet  there  is  no  occasion  for  db- 
temperature.  The  place  is  equal  to  me,  so  you  allow 
me  one  half  hour  ot  your  time  unmtermpteil." 

\*  A  shorter  time  will, ,  I  trust,  suffice,"  answered 
Leicester—"  Meet  me  in  the  Pleasance,  when  the 
Queen  has  retired  to  her  chamber." 

"  Enough,"  said  Tressilian,  and  withdrew ;  white 
a  sort  of  rapture  seemed  for  the  moment  to  occupy 
the  mind  of  Leicester. 

"  Heaven,"  he  said,  "is  at  last  favourable  to  m«| 
and  has  put  within  my  reach  the  wretch  who  hsa 
branded  me  with  this  deep  ignominr— who  has  in- 
flictei^on  me  this  cruel  agony.  I  wi|i  blame  fate  no 
more,  since  I  am  afforded  tWe  means  of  tracing  the 
wiles  bv  which  he  means  still  farther  to  practise  oh 
me,  and  then  of  at  once  convicting  ana  punishing 
his  villany.  To  my  task— to  my  task  !— I  will  not 
sink  under  it  now,  since  midnif^t,  at  farthest,  wiil 
bring  me  vengeance." 

While  these  reflJBCtions  thronged  through  Leioea- 
ter's  mind,  he  again  made  his  way  amid  the  obse- 
quious crowd,  which  divided  to  give  nim  passage,  and 
resumed  his  place,  envied  and  admired,  beside  the 
person  of  his  Sovereign.  Bat,  could  the  bosom  of 
nim  thus  admired  and  envied,  have  been  laid  open  bo- 
fore  the  inhabitants  of  that  crowded  hall,  with  all  its 
dark  thoughts  of  guilty  ambition,  blighted  afrection. 
deep  vengeance,  and  conscious  sense  of  meditated 
cruelty,  crossine  each  other  tike  spectres  in  the  circfte  - 
of  some  foul  enchantress,— which  of  them,  from  the 
most  ambitious  noble  in  the  courtly  circle,  down  to 
the  most  wretched  menial,  who  lived  by  shifting  of 
trenchers,  would  have  desired  to  change  characters 
with  the  mvouhteof  Elizabeth,  and  the  Lord  of  Ken- 
ilwortfa ! 

New  tortures  awaited  him  as  soon  as  he  had  ra- 
jouied  Elizabeth. 

"  You  come  in  time,  my  lord,"  she  said,  "  to  de- 
cide a  dispute  between  us  ladies.  Here  has  Sir  Ri- 
chard Vpmey  asked  our  permission  to  depart  from  the 
Castle  with  his  infirfh  lady^  having,  as  he  tells  us, 
your  lordship's  consent  to  his  absence,  so  he  can  ob- 
tain ours.  Certes,  we  have  no  will  to  withhold  him 
from  the  affectionate  charge  of  this  poor  young  person 
•--hut  you  are  to  know,  that  Sir  Richard  Varnev  hath 
this  day  shown  himself  so  much  captivated  with 
these  ladies  of  ours,  that  here  is  our  Duchess  of  Rut- 
land says,  he  will  carry  his  poor  insane  wife  no  far* 
ther  than  the  lake,  plunge  her  in,  to- tenant  the  crys- 
tal palaces  that  the  enchanted  njmph  told  us  o^  and 
return  a  jolly  widower,  to  dry  his  tears,  and  to  make 
up  the  loss  among  our  train.  Ho  w  say  you,  my  lord  7 
—We  have  seen  Vamey  under  two  or  three  different 
guises— you  know  what  are  his  pro^r  atiribuies— 
inink  you  he  is  capable  of  playing  his  lady  such  a 
knave^s  trick  1" 

Leicester  was  confounded,  but  the  danger  was  ur- 
gent, and  a  reply  absolutely  necessary.  "The  la- 
dies," he  said,  think  too  ligntlv  of  one  of  their  own 
sex,  in  suppoeing  she  could  deserve  such  a  fbte,  or 
too  ill  of  ours,  to  think  it  coukl  be  inflicted  upon  an 
innocent  female." 

'*  Hear  him,  my  ladies,"  said  Elizabeth  ;  "  like  aU 
his  sex,  he  would  excuae  their  cruelty  by  imputing 
fickleness  to  us." 

"  Say  not  ub^  madam,''  replied  the  Earl  {  "  we  say 
that  meaner  women,  like  the  lesser  lights  of  heaven, 
have  revolutions  and  phases,  but  who  shall  impute 
mutability  to  the  sun,  or  to  Elizabeth  7" 

The  discourse  presently  afterwards  absumed  a  lest 
perilous  tendency,  and  Leicester  continued  to  support 
his  part  init  with  spirit,  at  whatever  expense  ui  uieD- 
tal  agony.  So  pleasing  did  it  seem  to  Elizabeth,  that 
(he(^stlebell  had  sounded  midnight  ere  she  retiree? 
from  the  company,  a  circumstance  unusual  in  b»i^ 
juiet  aid  regular  habns  of  disposing  of  time.    H«r 
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•ieparture  waa  of  oonne  the  lignal  for  broakine  up 
lie  company,  who  dispersed  to  their  several  places 
-«f  repose,  to  dream  over  the  pastimes  of  the  day, 
r  to  anticipate  those  of  the  morrow. 

The  unfortunate  Lord  of  the  Castle,  and  founder 
of  the  proud  fw tival,  retired  to  far  diflferent  thoughts, 
-iis  direction  to  the  valet  who  attended  him.  was  to 
send  Vainey  instantly  to  his  apartment.  The  mes- 
lenfler  returned  after  some  delay,  and  informed  him 
that  an  hour  had  elapsed  since  Sir  Richard  Vamey 
had  left  the  Castle^  by  the  postern-gate^-  with  three 
other  persons,  one  of  whom  was  transported  in  a 
oorse-litter. 

*'  How  came  he  to  leave  the  Castle  after  the  watch 
was  set  1"  said  Leicester  i  "  I  thought  he  went  not 
ttU  daybreak." 

"  lie  gave  satisfactory  reasons,  as  I  understand," 
•aid  the  domestic,  "to  the  aaard,  and,  as  I  hear, 
showed  your  lordship's  signet" 

"True— true,"  saad  the  Earl;  "yet  he  has  been 
hasty—Do  any  .of  his  attendants  remain  behiifd?" 

"  Michael  Lamboum&  my  lord,"  said  the  valet, 
'*  was  not  to  be  found  when  Sir  Richard  Vamey  de- 
parted, fltadihis  master  was  rauoh  incensed  at  his 
abeenoe.  I  saw  him  but  now  saddling  his  horse  to 
gallop  after  his  raaater." 

"  Bid  him  come  hither  instantly."  said  Leicester ; 
*'I  have  a  message  to  his  master.^' 

The  servant  left  the  apartment,  and  Leicester  tra- 
versed it  for  some  time  in  deep  meditation—"  Var- 
nay  is  over  zealous,"  he  said,  "  over  pressing— He 
loves  me,  I  think— but  he  hath  his  own  ends  to  serve, 
and  he  is  inexorable  in  pursuit  of  them.  If  (rise 
he  rises,  and  he  hath  shown  himself  already  but  too 
eager  to  rid  me  of  this  obstacle  whioh  seems  to  stand 
betwixt  me  and  sovereignty.  Yet  I  will  not  stoop 
to  bear  this  disgrace.  She  shall  be  punished,  but  it 
shall  be  more  advisedly.  I  already  feel,  even  in  an- 
ticipation, that  over-haste  would  Itjgfat  the  flames  of 
hell  in  my  bosom.  No— one  victim  is  enough  at  once, 
and  that  victim  already  waits  me." 

He  seized  upon  wntiiig  materials,  and  hastily 
traced  these  words :— "  Sir  Richard  Vamey,  we  have 
resolved  to  defer  the  matter  intrusted  to  your  care, 
and  strictly  command  you  to  proceed  no  farther  in 
relation  to  our  Countess,  until  our  farther  order. 
We  also  command  your  instant  return  toKenilworth, 
as  soon  as  you  have  safely  bestowed  that  with  which 
you  are  intrusted.     But  if  thtf  safe  placing  of  your 

{present  charge  shall  detain  you  longer  than  we  think 
or,  we  command  you,  in  that  case,  to  send  back  our 
sijgnet  ring  by  a  tnistv  and  speedy jnessengcr,  we  ha- 
v\n^  present  need  of  the  same.  And  requiring  your 
strict  obedience  in  these  things,  and  commending 
you  to  Grod's  keeping,  we  rest  yoor  assured  good 
Iriend  and  master,  "  R.  LBiccsTKa. 

"Given  at  our  Castle  of  Eenilwortli,  the  tenth  of 
July,  in  tlie  year  of  Salvation  one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five." 

As  Leicester  had  finished  and  scaled  this  mandate, 
Michael  Lambourne,  booted  up  to  inid  thigh,  having 
his  riding  cloak  girthed  around  him  with  a  oroad  belt 
snd  a  felt  cap  on  his  head,  like  that  of  a  courier,  en- 
tered his  apartment,  ushered  in  by  the  valet. 

"  What  is  thy  capacity  of  service?"  said  the  Earl. 

"  Equerry  to  your  lordship's  master  of  the  horse," 
answered  Lambourne,  with  nis  customary  assurance. 

"Tie  up  thy  saucy  tongue,  sir,"« said  Leicester; 
*  the  jests  that  may  suit  Sir  Richard  Vame/s  pre- 


sence, suit  no^  mine. 
thy^  master  7 


How  soon  wilt  thou  overtake 


'  In  one  hour's  riding,  my  lord,  if  man  and  horse 
liold  good,"  said  Lambourne,  with  an  instant  altera- 
tion of  demeanour,  from  an  approach  to  familiarity 
to  the  deepest  respect.  The  Earl  measured  him  with 
his  «*ye  from  top  to  toe. 

*■  I  have  heard  of  thee,'*  he  said:  "men  say  thou 
an  A  prompi  fellow  in  thy  service,  but  too  much  gi- 
ven CO  brawling  and  to  wassa^  to  be  trusted  with 
lh<fi;;.«.r  ifiument." 

"  My  lord,"  said  Lambourne,  '  1  have  been  soldier, 
sailor,  traveller,  and  advenmrer{  and  these  are  all 
radea  in  which  men  enjoy  to-day,  becaus<>  they  have 
40  surety  of  to-morrow.    But  (hough  I  may  niisuse 


mine  own  leisure,  I  have  nevsr  neglected  thedutf 
owe  my  master." 

"  See  that  it  be  so  in  this  instance,"  said  Ldceste 
"  and  it  shaU  do  thee  md .  Dehver  this  lener  ipM 
jly  >and  carrfully  into  Sir  Richard  Vaniey's  handa" 

"Does  my  commisaun  reach  no  faraerl"  mi 
Lamboum& 

"No,"  answered  Leicester,  "bntitibeply  conetn 
me  that  it  be  carefully  as  well  aa  hastuy  ezecuted," 

"I  will  spars  neither,  care  nor  horseflesh,"  n 
swered  Lambourne,  and  immediately  took  his  leave 

"  So,  this  is  the  end  cf  my  nrivate  audience,  froi 
which  I  hoped  so  much  I"  h'*  muttered  to  himself i 
he  went  through  the  long  galleiy,  and  down  lb 
back  staircase.  "CogslonesI  I  thouglit  the  En 
had  wanted  n  cast  of  mine  office  m  some  secret  ia 
trigoe,  and  it  all  ends  in  osrrymg  a  letter !  Well,  )i 
pleasure  shall  be  done,  however,  and  as  his  lenuM 
well  says,  it  may  do  me  good  anoiaer  time.  11 
ehiki  must  cresp  ere  he  walk,  and  so  most  youril 
fant  courtier.  I  will  have  a  look  into  this  \evur,  luM 
ever,  which  he  hath  sealed  so  sloven-like."— HaiU 
aecomplished  this,  he  clapped  his  hands  togetluri 
ecetacy,  exclaimmg,  "The  Countess— the  CouDMrt 
—I  have  the  secret  that  shall  make  or  mar  mc*— If 
come  forth.  Bayard,"  he  added,  leading  his  horMH 
to  the  court-yard,  "  for  yoor  flanks  and  my  0$ 
must  be  presently  acquainted."  JJ 

Lambourne  moomod,  acc<m3ing^y,  and  left  J 
Castle  by  the  ppstem-gate,  where  nis  free  pufll 
was  permitted,  in  oonsequenoe  of  a  message  to  lii 
effect  left  by  Str  RjchsnlVamcy.  j 

As  soon  as  Lambourne  and  the  valet  had  M^ 
apartment,  Leiceater  proceeded  to  change  his  diHl 
for  a  very  plain  one,  threw  his  mantle  arooodlHl 
and,  taking  a  lamp  in  his  hand,  went  by  the  ponl 
passage  orcommunication  to  a  small  secret  poM 
door  which  opened  into  the  ooart-yard^  near  t«  m 
entrance  of  the  Pleasanoe.  His  reflections  wm 
a  more  calm  and  determined  character  than  tber  M 
been  at  any  late  period,  and  he  endeavoured  to  oiii 
even  in  his  own  eyes^  the  character  of  a  man  avl 
sinned  agamst  than  smning. 

"I  have  suffered  the  deepest  injurv,"  sacH* 
the  tenor  of  his  meditations,  "  yet  I  have  reMnjJ: 
the  instant  revenge  which  was  in  my  po«tfi  # 
have  limited  it  to  that  which  is  manly  and  t0t 
But  shall  the  union  which  this  false  woman  b«l 
day  disgraced,  remain  an  ahkiing  fetter  oa  i 
check  me  in  the  noble  oareer  to  which  my  i" 
invite  me?    No— there  are  other  means  ofi 

f:ing  such  ties,  without  unloosing  the  conls  of  1 
n  the  sight  of  God,  I  am  no  longer  bound  ofi 
union  she  has  broken.  Kingdoms  shall  dividej^ 
oceans  roll  betwixt  us,  And  their  waves  whoK  Ml 
sea  have  swallowed  whole  navies,  shall  be  the< 
depositaiies  of  the  deadly  mystery." 

By  such  a  train  of  argument  did  Leicester  la 
to  reconcile  his  consdenco  lo  tiie  prosecution  of  p 
of  vengeance^  so  hastily  adopted,  ana  of  scbem 
ambition,  which  had  become  so  woven  in  wiu  t 
purimse  and  action  of  his  Ufe,  that  he  wss  iocar 
of  the  effort  of  relinquishing  them ;  until  his  tevi 
appeared  to  him  to  wear  a  face  uf  justice^  and  i 
of  generous  moderation. 

In  this  mood,  the  vindictive  and  ambitious  Ear 
tered  the  superb  precincts  o'*  tiie  IMeasance,  then 
mined  by  the  full  moon.  The  broad  yellow  light 
reflected  on  ail  sides  from  the  white  free-ston 
which  the  pavement,  balustrades,  and  archit^^ 
ornaments  of  the  place,  were  constiucted;  audi 
single  fleecy  cloud  was  vi«ih!s  in  the  azure  m} 
that  the  scene  was  nearlv  as  !.ght  ns  if  the  ai'-a 
but  just  left  the  horizon.  T'le  nmncroos  sum 
white  marble  glimmered  m  the  pale'  light,  bij 
many  sheeted  ghosts  just  arisen  from  their  septtlc" 
and  the  fountaina  threw  their  jeta  ir.to  the  urj 
they  aought  that  the.r  waters  should  be  bn/tnl 
by  the  moonbeams,  t  re  they  fell  down  >^*jj. 
their  basins  in  ahowers  of  sparkling  silver.  T 
had  been  sultrv,  and  the  gentle  n'ght-breeae, 
siehed  along  the  terrace  or  the  Pleasanoe,  rair 
a  deeper  breath  than  the  fan  in  tho  hand  ofyi 
beauty.    The  bird  of  summer  mght  had  huJt 
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•nest  in  the  bo  were  of  the  a^j&cent  garden,  and  the 
;  ttBHts  now  indenuiified  themaelvea  for  silence  du- 
;  DM  the  day,  by  a  full  chorus- of  ibeir  own  unrivalled 
1  wublings,  now  joyous,  now  pathetic,  now  united, 
I  WW  responsive  to  each  other,  as  if  to  express  their 
i  Ught  in  the  placid  and  delictous  aocne  to  which  they 
:  fund  their  melody. 

Noaing  on  matters  far  dilTerent  from  the  fall  of 
niers,  the  gleam  of  moonlight,  or  the  song  of  the 
q^Ujuale.  tne  stately  Leicester  walked  slowly  from 
Mndof  the  terrace  to  the  other,  his  cloak  wrapped 
aoBod  him,  and  his  sword  under  his  arm,  without 
MDgany  thing  resembling  the  human  form. 

"I  have  been  fooled  by  my  own  generosity,"  he 
Mj, "  if  I  have  suiTered  the  villain  to  escape  me^ay, 
IM  perhaps  to  go  to  the  rescue  of  the  adulteress, 
wfcj  IS  so  poorly  guarded." 

IWse  were  his  thoughts,  which  were  instantly  dis- 
jNbd^  when  turning  to  look  back  towards  the  en-^ 
tnaoe,  he  saw  a  human  form  advancing  slowly  from 
is  portico,  and  darkening  the  various  obj^ts  with 
•ihad'iw,  as  passing  them  successively,  m  its  ap- 
IIMch  towards  him. 

*" Shall  I  str^  ere  I  again  hear  his  detested  voice?" 
ns  Leicester's  thouffht,  as  he  grasped  the  hih  of  the 
fmxd.  *'  But  no  1  I  will  see  which  way  his  vile 
mctiee  tends.  I  will  watch,  disgusting  as  it  is,  the 
caSi  and  mazes  of  the  loathsome  toake,  ere  I  pot 
fifthmy  strength  and  crush  him." 

Qs  hand  qmlted  the  sword-hilt,  and  he  advanced 
■owly  towards  TresmUan,  coUectmR.  for  their  meet- 
ing, afl  die  self-possession  he  could  command,  until 
tter  came  front  to  front  with  each  other. 

TRtailian  made  a  profound  reverGaice,^  to  which 
tlK  Earl  replied  with  a  haughty  inclination  of  the 
haul*  aod  the  words,  "  You  sought  secret  conference 
^  me,  tt^I  am  here,  and  attentive." 

My  lordj"  said  Treseilian,  "I  am  so  earnest  in 
tnal  which  I  have  to  say,  and  so  desirous  to  find  a 
fsaest,  oay  a  favourable,  hearing,  that  I  will  stoop  to 
fiBilpatc  myself  from  whatever  might  prejudice  yoiir 
Mwishfl)  against  roe.  You  think  me  your  enemy  ?" 
Have  1  not  some  apparent  cause?"  answered 
Uieester,  perceiving  that  Tresailian  paused  for  a 

.  You  do  me  wrong,  my  lord.  I  am  a  friend,  but 
kither  a  dependant  nor  partisan  of  the  Earl  of  Sos- 
M,  whom  courtiers  call  your  rival ;  and  it  is  some 
tHMenible  time  since  I  ceased  to  regard  either 
r<Nut3,  or  court-intiigues,  as  suited  to  my  temper  or 
llBohis." 

I* No  doubt,  sir,"  answered  Leicester;  *' there  are 
ma  occupations  more  worthy  a  scholar,  and  for 
^h  the  world  holds  Master  Tresailian— Love  has 
^iairigues  as  well  as  ambition." 
LI  perceive,  mybrd,"  replied  TressUian,  "you  give 
pach  wei^t  to  my  early  attachment  for  the  unfor- 
MDtie  young  oerson  of  whom  I  am  about  to  speak, 
MM  peniaps  tmnk  I  am  prosecuting  her  cause  out  of 
htralry,  more  than  a  sense  of  justioe." 

ho  matter  for  my  thoughts,  sir,"  said  the  Earl; 
^^rooecd.  You  have  as  yet  spoken  of  yourself  only ; 
w  imporunt  and  worthy  subject  doubtless,  but. 
vmeh,  perhaps,  does  not  altogether  so  deeply  ton- 
jn  me,  that  I  ahoukl  po6ti)OQe  my  repose  to  hear  it 
spare  me  farther,  prdude,  sir,  and  speak  to  the  pur- 
Miegf  indeed  you  have  aught  to  say  that  concerns 
^  vS'hen  you  nave  done,  I,  in  my  turn,  have  some- 
■  ^t  to  communicate." 

I  will  speaOiL  then,  without  farther  prelude,  my 
M*"  answered  Tresailian;  ** having  to  say  that 
^neh,  as  It  concerns  your.lordship*8  honour,  I  am 
tWeat  you  will  not  think  your  tune  wasted  in  list- 

5K  to.  I  have  to  request  an  account  from  your  lord- 
of  the'unhappy  Amy  Robsart,  whose  history  is  too 
known  to  you.  1  regret  deeply  that  I  did  not  at 
^tike  this  courae,  and.  make  yourself  Judge  be* 
gjeorae  and  the  villain  by  whom  she  is  iniured.  My 
^  w:  extricated  herself  from  an  imlawful  and  most 
Mas  state  of  confinement,  trusting  to  the  effects 
{[her  own  remonstrance  upon  her  unworthy  hus- 
ii^wi  and  extorted  from  roe  a  promise,  that  I  would 
^laterfere  in  her  behalf  until  she  had  used  her  own 
<^«tts  tn  have  her  rights  acknowledged  by  him." 


**Ha !!'  said  Leicester,  ''remember  you  to  whom  yoa 
speak  1" 

"  I  speak  of  her  unworthy  husband,  my  lord,"  re- 
peated Tresailian,  "and  my  respect  can  find  no  softer 
language.  The  unhappy  voung  woman  is  withdrawn 
from  my  knowledge,  and  sequestered  in  some  secret 
place  of  this  Castle,— if  she  be  not  transferred  to  some 
place  of  seclusion  better  fitted  for  bad  designs.  This 
must  be  reformed,  my  lord— I  speak  it  as  authorized 
by  her  father,— and  this  ill-fated  marriage  must  be 
avouched  and  proved  in  the  Queen's  presence,  and 
the  lady  placed  without  restraint,^  and  at  her  crwn  free 
disposa}.  And,  permit  me  to  say,  it  concerns  no  one's 
honour  that  these  most  just  demands  of  mine  should 
be  complied  with,  so  much  as  it  does  that  of  your 
lordahip." 

The  Karl  stood  as  if  he  had  been  petrified,  at  the 
extreme  coldness  with  which  the  man,  whom  he 
considered  as  having  injured  him  so  deeply,  pleaded 
the  cause  of  his  crimmaT  paramour,  as  if  she  had  been 
an  innocent  woman,  and  he  a  disinterested  sdvocate; 
n^  was  his  wonder  lessened  by  the  warmth  with 
which  Tressilian  seemed  to  demand  for  her  the  rank 
and  situation  which  she  had  disgraced,  and  the  ad** 
vantages  of  which  she  was  doubtless  to  share  with 
the  lover  who  advocated  her  caiuw  with  such  eflron- 
tery.  Tressilian  had  been  silent  for  more  than  a 
minute  ere  the  Earl  recovered  from  the  excess  ol 
his  astonishment;,  and,  considering  the  preposses- 
sions with  which  nis  mind  was  occupied,  there  is  little 
wonder  that  his  passion  gained  the  mastery  of  every 
other  consideration.  "  1  have  heard  you,  Master  Tres- 
silian," said  he,  "without  interruption,  and  I  bless  God 
that  my  ears  were  never  before  made  to  tingle  by 
the  words  of  so  frontless  a  villam.  The  task  ofchas- 
tising  you  is  fitter  for  the  hangman's  scourge  than 

the  sword  of  a  nobleman,  but  yet Villain,  draw 

and  defend  thyself!" 

As  he  spoke  the  last  words,  he  dropped  his  mantle 
on  the  ground,  struck  Tressilian  smartly  with  his 
sheathed  sword,  and  instantly  drawing  his  rapier,  nut 
himself  into  a  posture  of  assault.  The  vehement  niry 
of  his  Isnguage  at  first  filled  Tressilian,  in  his  turn, 
with  surpnse  efiual  to  what  Leicester  had  felt  when 
rhe  addressed  hini.  But  astonishment  gave  rise  to  re- 
sentment, when  the  unmerited  insults  of  his  langtiaga 
were  followed  by  a  blow,  which  immediately  put  to 
(light  every  thought  sava  that  of  instant  combat. 
Tressilian's  sword  was  instantly  drawn^  and  though 
perhaps  somewhat  inferior  t9  Leicester  in  the  ose  of 
the  weapon,  he  understood  it  well  enough  to  main- 
tain the  contest  with  great  spirit,  the  rather  that  of  the 
two  he  was  for  the  time  the  more  cool,  since  he  could 
not  help  imputing  Leicester's  conduct  either  to  actual 
frenxy,  or  to  the  influence  of  some  strong  delusion. 

The  rencontre  had  continued  for  several  minutes, 
without  either  party  receiving  a  wound,  when  of  a 
sudden  voices  were  heard  beneath  the  portico,  which 
formed  the  entrance  of  the  t^ac&  mingled  with  the 
steps  of  men  advancing  hastily.  We  are  intemipt- 
ed,"  said  Leicestei  to  his  antagonist;  "follow  me.^' 

At  the  same  time  a  voice  from  the  portico  said, 
"The  jackanape  is  right— they  are  tilting  here." 

Leicester,  meanwhile,  drew  off  Tressilian  into  a  sort 
bf  recess  behind  one  of  the  fountains,  which  served  to 
conceal  them,  while  six  of  the  yeomen  of  the  Queen's 
guard  passed  along  the  middle  walk  of  the  Plea- 
sauce,  and  they  could  hear  one  say  to  the  rest,  "  We 
shall  never  find  them  to-night  amongst  all  thess 
squirting  funnels,  squirrel-cages,  and  rabbit-holes*,  but 
if.  we  light  not  on  them  before  we  reach  the  farther 
end,  we  will  return,  and  mount  a  guard  at  the  en- 
trance, and  so  secure  them  till  morning." 

"A  proper  matter,"  said  another,  "the  drawing  of 
swords  so  near  the  Queen's  presence,  ay,  and  in  ner 


very  palace  as  'twere!— Hanir  it,  they  must  be  some 
poor  drunken  game-cocks  fallen  to  sparring^' :were 
pity  almost  we  should  find  them— the  penalty 
chopping  off  a  hand,  is  it  not?— 'twere  hard  to  h 
hand  for  handling  a  bit  of  steel,  that  comes  so  na 


is 
lose 
natu- 


ral to  one's  gripe?* 

"Thou  art  a  brawler  thyself;  Geonge,"  said  anu 
ther;  "but  take  heed,  for  the  law  stands  as  thou 
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**  Ay,"  Mid  the  fint,  *'an  the  act  be  not  mjldjy  con- 
■traea ;  for  thou  know'st  'tis  not  the  Q,ueen  «  ralace, 
bat  my  Lord  of  Leicester's." 

'*  Why^  for  that  matter,  the  penalty  may  be  as  ae- 
Tere,"  raid  another;  "for  an  our  graaous  Mistress  be 
Queen,  as  she  is,  God  save  her,  my  Lord  of  Leicester 
iaasffood  as  King." 

'*  Hush  I  thou  knave !"  sax!  a  third ;  "  how  kno w'st 
thou  who  may  be  ivithin  hearing T* 

They  passed  on,  making  a  kind  of  careless  search, 
but  seemingly  more  intent  on  their  o^n  conversation 
than  beat  on  discovering  the  persons  who  had  cre- 
ated the  nocturnal  disturbance. 

They  had  no  sooner  passed  forwatd  along  the  ter- 
race, than  Leicester,  making  a  sign  to  Tressilian  to 
follow  him,  glided  away  in  an  opposite  direction,  and 
escaped  through  the  portico  undiscovered.  He  con- 
ducted Tressilian  to  Mervyn's  Tower,  in  which  he 
was  npw  again  lodged:  and  then,  ere  parting  with 
tdm.  Mid  theM  words,  '^  If  thou  hast  courage  to  con- 
tinue and  bring  to  an  end  what  is  thus  broken  off,  be 
HMT  me  when  the  court  goes  forth  to-morrow— we 
■hall  find  a  time,  and  I  wiU  give  you  a  signal  when  it 
is  fitting." 

"My  lord,"  said  Tressilian,  "at  another  time  I 
might  have  inquired  the  meaning  of  this  strange  and 
furious  inveteracy  against  me.  But  you  have  laid  that 
on  my  shoulder,  which  only  blood, can  wash  away; 
and  were  you  as  high  as  your  proudest  wishes  ever 
carried  you,  I  would  have  from  you  Mtisiaction  for 
my  wounded  honour." 

On  these  terms  they  parted,  but  the  adventures  of 
the  night  were  not  vet  ended  with  Leicester.  He  was 
compelled  to  paM  by  Saintlowe's  Tower,  in  order  to 
rain  the  private  passage  wh'ch  ted  to  his  own  cham- 
ber, and  in  the  entrance  thereof  he  met  Lord  Huns- 
don  half  clothed,  and  with  a  naked  sword  under  his 
arm. 

"Are  yon  awakened,  toa  with  this  Marum,  my  Lord 
Of  Leicester  T'  raid  the  old  soldier.  "'Tisweil— By 
Gog's-nails,  the  nights  are  as  noisy  as  the  day  in  this 
Castle  of  yours.  2Somc  two  hours  since,  I  was  waked 
by  the  screams  of  that  poor  brain-sick  Lady  Varney, 
whom  her  husband  was  forcing  away.  I  promise  you, 
it  required  both  your  warrant  and  the  Queen's,  to 
keep  inefmni  entering  into  the  game-,  and  cutting  that 
Varney  of  yours  over  the  head;  and  now  there  is  a 
brawl  down  in  the  Pleasanoe,  or  what  you  call  the 
stone-terrace  walk,  where  all  yonder  gimcracks 
•tandl*' 

The  first  part  of  the  old  man's  speech  went  through 
the  EarPs  heart  like  a  knifb;  to  the  last  he  answered 
that  he  himself  had  heard  the  clash  of  swords,  and 
had  come  down  to  take  order  with  those  who  had 
been  so  msolent  so  near  the  Queen's  presence. 

"Nay.  then,"  Mid  Hunsdon,  ** I  will  be  glad  of 
four  lordship^s  company." 

Leicester  was  thus  compelled  to  turn  back  with  the 
rough  old  lord  to  the  Pleasance,  where  Hunsdon 
beajd  fiom  the  yeomen  of  the  guard,  who  were  under 
hw  immediate  command,  the  unsuccessful  search 
they  had  made  for  the  authors  of  the  disturbance ; 
ana  bestowed  for  their  pains  some  round  doxen  of 
eoraca  on  them,  as  lazy  knaves,  and  blind  whore- 
aons.    I^eicester  also  thought  it  necessary  to  seem 


drinking  oealths  pottle-deep,  and  who  would  be  suffi- 
dently  scared  by  the  search  which  had  taken  place 
after  ihcm.  Hunsdon,  who  was  himself  attached  to 
his  cuix  allowed  that  a  pint-flagon  itiight  cover  many 
of  the  follies  which  it  had  caused.  **  But,*'  he  added, 
"unless  your  lordsliip  will  be  less  liberal  in  your 
housekeeping,  and  restrain  the  overflow  of  ale,  and 
wine,  and  wasMil,  I  foresee  it  will  end  in  my  having 
■ome  of  these  good  fellows  into  the  guard-house,  and 
treating  them  to  a  dose  of  the  strappado— And  with 
this  warnmg,  good  night  to  you.** 

Jijyfiil  at  Demg  rid  of  his  company,  Leicester  took 
leave  of  him  nt  the  entrance  or  his  lodging,  where 
ihey  had  first  met,  and  ent^ns  the  private  passage, 
<uok  up  the  lamp  which  he  had  Vft  there,  and  by  its 
•xpiring  li^t  found  the  way  to  his  owii  apartment 


CHAPTER  XXXIX. 

Room  I  rooM  I  ft»r  mf  bone  will  wNmb 

V IM  MOM  within  m  manr  irtnto  or  a  priiMt 

For  to  tell  yoo  inm,  ua  in  ihyane. 

He  was  foei'd  in  Queen  Clizap^'f  tiam  ; 

When  the  mat  Earl  of  Letter 

la  hia  eartla  did  Ibtm,  im^ Ifaifw  tT  Oufc-Bw  JOMai 

The  amusement  with  which  Elizabeth  and  b 
court  were  n^xt  day  to  be  regaled,  was  an  ezhibitx 
by  the  true-hearted  men  of  Coventry,  who  vm 
represent  the  strife  between  the  English  and  d 
Danes,  agreeably  to  a  custom  long  prcserred  in  Om 
ancient  borough,  and  warranted  lor  truth  by  old  hi 
tories  and  chronicles.  In  this  pageant,  onejpuiv 
the  townsfolk  presented  the  Saxons,  and  tEe  m 
the  Danes,  and  set  forth,  both  m  rude  rhymes  m 
with  hard  blows,  the  contentions  of  these  twu  fig 
natwna,  and  the  Amazonian  courage  of  the  Eiid 
women,  who,  according  to  the  story,  weis  thepniK 
pal  agents  in  the  general  massacre  of  the  vtM 
which  t^ok  place  at  Hocktide,  m  the  year  of  Ood  tOI 
This  sport,  which  had  been  long  a  favourite  pasta 
with  the  men  of  Cov^try,  hao,  it  seems,  been  p 
down  by  the  influence  pf  some  zealous  clergymai^ 
t^e  more  precise  cast,  who  chanced  to  have  some  ctt 
siderable'mfluence  with  the  magistrate.  But  the  ga 
rality  of  the  inhabitants  had  petitioned  the  Queen  lit 
they  might  have  their  play  again,  and  be  honoured «) 
pennission  to  represent  it  before  her  Highness.  All 
when  the  matter  was  canvassed  in  the  nttle  coon 
which  usually  attended  the  Q.ueen  for  dispatch  off 
siness,  the  proposal,  althougli  opposed  by  sooei 
the  stricter  sort,  found  favour  in  the  e^es  of  Elit 
both,  who  saxl  that  such  toys  occupied,  witbootj 
fence,  the  minds  of  many,  who  Ucking  them,  mis 
find  worse  subjects  of  pastime  {  and  that  thoe jj 
tors,  however  commendable  for  learning  and  god 
ness,  were  somewhat  too  sour  in  preaching  >gw 
the  pastimes  of  their  flocks,  and  so  the  pageant  m 
permitted  to  proceed. 

Accordingly,  after  a  morning  renast,  which  Mai« 
Laneham  calls  an  ambrosial  breakfast,  the  vnndfi 
persons  of  the  court,  in  attendance  upon  her  Mij*^ 
pressed  to  the  Gallery-tower,  to  witness  the  apgiJJ 
of  the  two  contending  parties  of  English  andDijg 
and  after  a  stgpal  had  been  given,  the  gate  sU 
opened  in  the  circuit  of  the  Chase  was  thrown  w 
to  admit  them.  On  they  came,  foot  and  horse;  I 
some  of  the  more  ambitious  burghers  and^  yttM 
had  put  themseh  es  into  fantastic  dresses,  imitafH 
knignts,  in  order  to  resemble  the  chivalry  of  the  tf 
diflerent  nations.  However,  to  prevent  fatal  aft 
dents,  they  were  not  permitted  to  appear  onJJ 
horses,  but  had  only  license  to  accoutre  thcmsflj 
with  those  hobbyhorses,  as  they  are  called,  wW 
anciently  formed  thechief  delight  of  a  morrice-da« 
and  which  still  are  exhibited  on  the  atWR  ro  i 
grand  battle  fought  at  the  conclusion  of  nr.w^ 
tragedy.  Ttie  infkn try  followed  in  similar  diagw* 
The  whole  exhibition  was  to  be  considered  asj  * 
of  antr-masque.  or  burlesque  of  the  more  stafeljrj 
geants,  in  whtcn  the  nobility  and  gentry  bore  pan 
the  show,  and,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge,  uwi 
ted  with  accuracy  the  personages  whom  thcjr  reP 
senied.  The  Hocktide  play  was  of  a  different  ct 
racter.  the  actors  being  persons  of  inferior  def^  « 
their  habits  the  better  fitted  for  the  occasion,  i 
more  incongruous  and  ridiculous  that  thevwere 
themselves.  Accordingly  their  array,  which  ,ihe  pi 
gress  of  our  tale  allows  us  no  time  to  describe, « 
ludicrous  enough,  and  their  weapons,  though  Hi 
cicntly  formidable  to  deal  wund  blow^  w^^^J* 
alder-poles  instead  of  lance!L  and  sound  cudgjw 
swords;  and  for  fence,  both  cavalry  and  inftn' 
were  well  equip]>ed  with  stout  headpieces  and  tai0 
both  made  of  thick  leather. 

Captain  Coxe,  that  celebrated  hnmoriat  of  Cevi 
iry,  whose  library  of  ballada^  almanacks,  ■ndpcj 
histories,  faVly  wrapped  up  m  parrhment.  fine  « 
round  for  security  with  a  piece  of  whipcord,  rewjj 
still  the  envy  of  antiouaries.  being  himself  the  inj 
nipus  person  under  whose  direction  the  pageant  b 
been  set  forth,  rode  valiantly  on  hia  hobby twiy^J 
fore  the  bands  of  English,  high-tr.  wed,  £aith  IM 
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t  huB,  and  braiidi5hinj(  hn  Ions  sword,  ai  bacanie  an 
;  aperiMcad  man  of  war,  who  had  fought  undar  the 
I  ttnao'siather.  bluff  King  HeDrjr,  at  the  aiege  of  Bou- 
ioene.  Thia  chieftain  waa,  as  right  and  reaaon  cn- 
aid,  the  first  to  enter  the  liata,  and,  pasaing  the  Gal- 
kf  at  the  head  of  hia  myrmidona,  kissed  the  hik  of 
■sword  to  the  Queenu  and  eiecuted  at  the  aanio 
tae  a  gamhade,  the  like  whereof  had  never  been 
petisea  b^  two-legged  hobbyborae.    Then 


„     Ibvti „ 

tvith  all  nis  finUowera  of  cavaliers  and  infantry,  he 
V  thaoB  vp  with  martial  skill  at  the  opposite  cx- 
Initv  of  the  bridge,  or  tilt-yard,  until  his  antagonists 
mm  be  fairly  prepared  for  the  onaet  , 

>fhia  was  no  long  interval ;  fi»r  the  Daniefa  eavalry 
MittfaDtry,  dq  way,  inferior  to  the  English  in  num- 
m,  vabor,  and  equipment^  instantly  arrived,  with 
m  northtfn  bagpipe  blowms  beforo  them  in  token 
•thcircMmtry,  and  headed  by  a-cumiing  master  of 
ifence,  only  inferior  to  the  renewed  Captain  Coxor 
f^  hin,  in  the  disopline  af  war.  Tlie  Danes,  as 
Sfadera,  took  their  station  under  the  Gallery-tffwer, 
fm  eppBAle  to  that  of  Mordmer ;  and,  when  their 
mnguoents  were  completely  madoi  a  aigind  was 
jfta  far  the  encMmter. 

Tbeir  first  charge  upon  each  other  was  rather  mo^ 
IbMs,  for  either  party  had  aome  dread  oi  being  for- 
||iimo  the  laka.  But  as  reinfiireenents  came  up  en 
~^"  ade,*  tba  encomler  grew  from  a  skirmisli  into 
They  nuahed  npon  one  another,  as 

1  teedfiea,  lOie  rams  tnflained  by 

fMBUBj,  with  Buch  furkme  enoountre,  that  both  par- 
te wwe  often  overthrown,  and  th*  chibs  and  tar* 
Irtimade  a  most  horrible  clatter.  In  many  instan- 
caiillut  happened  which  had  been  dreaded  by  the 
am  emiMeed  warriora,  who  began  the  -day  of 
ttpfe.  the  rails  which  de&nded  the  ledg*  b  of  the 
Bmge  bad  been,  perfaape  on  purpose,  left  but  sh^tly 
fubaai,  and  gave  way  under  the  pressure  of  those 
atetfamwed  to  the  combat,  so  that  the  hot  courage 
«f aniur orthe  combatants  received  a  sufficient  oool- 
9^  These  inddenta  might  have  occasioned  more 
iaioiudama^.tfaan  became  such  an  affray,  for  many 
if  the  champions  who  met  with  this  mischance  could 
lot  swim,  aad  those  who  couhl  were  encumbered 
mb  their  auita  of  leathern  and  of  paper  armour }  but 
■e  caae  had  been  provided  fbr,  ana  there  were  ed- 
Mil  boata  in  readiness  to  pick  up  the  unfortunate 
aanriors,  and  convey  them  to  the  dry  land,  where, 
dnn>ing  and  defected,  they  comforted  themselves 
wh  the  hot  ale  and  strong  waters  which  were  libe- 
nlly  allowed  to  them,  without  showing  any  deaire  to 
fMnter  so  desperate  a  conflicL 

GqNain  Goxe  alone,  that  iMraj^n  of  Black-Letter 
Aadquaries,  after  twice  sxperimcmg,  horse  and  man. 
Ibe  perikms  lesp  from  the  bridge  into  the  Inke,  equal 
to  any  extremity  to  which  the  favourite  heroes  of 
^Urafry.  whose  eaploits  he  studied  in  an  abridged 
fan;  whether  Amadis,  Belianis,  Bevis,  or  his  own 
Cray  of  Warwick,  had  ever  been  subjected  to-<]?ap- 
ipCoxe,  we  repeat^  dkl  alone,  af^rtwo  soch  mia- 
cbaaeea,  rash  again  mto  the  heat  of  conflict,  his  ba- 
M  and  the  fooi^doth  of  hia  hobby bosss  dropping 
Wer,  and  twice  reanimated  by  voice  and  example 
ydiOQping  apirita  of  the  Ensliah ;  so  that  st  length 
mr  victory  ever  the  Danish  invaders  became^  as 
M  lost  and  reasonable,  complete  and  decisive. 
Wwthy  he  was  to  be  rendered  immortal  by  the  pen 
if  BflB  Jonson,  wfao*^  fifty  years  afterwards,  deemed 
■tt  a  masque,  ezhibitea  at  Kenilworthj  couM  be 
i^rad  in  by  none  with  so  much  propnety,  as  by 
■sghost  of  Captain  Goxe,  mounted  upon  his  i«- 
an^ed  hobbyhorae. 

Thase  roitmi  mral  gambols  may  not  altogether 
J^  with  the  reader's  preconceived  idea  of  an  en- 
wUinnient  presented  oefore  Rliznbeth,  in  whose 
iiVn  lettisrs  revrvnA  with  such  brilliancy,  and  whose 
M,  governed  by  a  female,  whose  aenae  of  pro- 
lual  to  her  strength  of  mind,  was  no  less 
J  for  delicacy  and  refinement,  than  her 
^_ —  fbr  wisdom  and  fortitude.  Hut  whether 
•Ml  the  political  wish  to  seem  inteivsted  in  popular 


imitation,  or  rather  burlesque  of  ehhralry.  which  wak 
presented  in  the  Coventry  pU^.  She  called  nrar  her 
person  the  Earl  of  Sussex  and  Lord  HunsdoiL  partly 
perhapo  to  make  amends  to  the  former,  for  the  long 
and  pirivate  audiences  with  which  she  had  indulged 
the  Earl  of  Leicester,  by  engaging  him  in  converse^ 
tion  upon  a  pastime,  whlcn  better  suited  hia  taste , 
than  those  pageants  that  were  famished  forth  from  ' 
the  stores  of  antiquity.  The  Asposition  which  tha 
Queen  showed  to  laugh  and  jest  with  her  nftlitary 
leaders,  gave  the  Earl  of  Leicester  the  opportunity  he 
bad  been  watching  for  withdrawing  from  the  royal 
praaencfc  which  to  the  cmnrt  around,  ao  well  had  he 
chosen  his  time,  had  the  graceful  appearance  of 
lesrving  his  rival  free  access  to  the  Queen's  person, 
instsad  of  availing  himself  of  his  right  as  her  land- 
lord, to  stand  peipetuiilly  betwixt  others^  and  the 
U^t  of  her  countenance. 

Leicester's  thoughts,  however,  bad  a  fu  difTerant 
object  from  mere  courtesy ;  for  no  sooner  did  he  sea 
the  Quean  foirtv  etigsged  in  conversation  with  Susses 
and  Hunsdon,  behmdwhose  back  stood  Sir Nich<^aa 
Btovnt,  grinning  fh>m  ear  to  ear  at  each  word  which 
WBs-apoken,  than,  making  a  aign  to  Tressilian,  who, 
according  to  appointment,  watched  his  motions  at  a 
tittle  distance,  he  extricated  himaelf  from  the  press, 
and'Walk^  towards  the  Chase,  made  his  war 
through  the  crowds  of  ordanarv  spectators,  who,  with 
open  mouth,  stood  aaiing  on  the  battle  of  tne  English 
and  the  Danes,  when  he  had  accomplished  this, 
which  was  a  work  of  samedifliculty,  he  shot  another 
glance  behind  him  to<  see  that  Traesilian  had  been 
equally  successful,  and  as  soon  aa  he  saw  him  also 
free  from  the  erowd.  he  led  the  way  to  a  siTTaU 
thicket,  behind  which  atood  a  lackey^  with  two 
horses  reodx  saddled.  He  flung  himserr  on  the  one^ 
and  made  aigna  to  Tressilian  to  mount  the  other, 
who  ob^red  without  speaking  a  single  word. 

Leicester  then  spurred  his  horse,  and  galloped 
without  stopping  until  he  reached  a  sequestered  spot, 
environed  by  lofty  oaks,  about  &  mile's  distonce  frotn 
the  Casti&  and  in  on  opposite  direction  from  the 
scene  to  which  curiosiitv  was  drawing  every  spectator. 
He  there  dismounted,  bound  his  horse  to  a  tree,  and 
only  pronouncing  the  words,  "  Here  there  is  no  risk 
of  interraption,"  laid  hia  cloak  across  his  saddle,  B|id 
drew  his  sword. 

Trossirmn  imitated  his  example  punctually,  yet 
ootild  not  forbcuf  sa>'ing,  as  he  'drew  his  weapon, 
**  My  k>rd,  as  1  have  been  known  to  many  as  one 
who  does  not  fear  death,  when  placed  in  balance  with 
honour,  methinks  I  may,  without  derogation,  ask 
wherefore,  in  the  name  of  all  that  is  honourable,  your 
lordship  has  dared  to  ofl*er  me  such  a  mark  of  disgrace^ 
aaplacesuson  these  terms  with  respect  toeachotherT' 

'Mf  you  like  not  such  marks  of  my  scorn,"  replied 
the  Earl,  **  betake  yourself  instantly  to  your  weapon, 
lest  I  repeat  the  usage  you  complain  of/' 

"It  shall  not  need,  my  km!,*'  said  Tressilian. 
"  God  judge  hctwixt  us  1  and  your  blood,  if  you  fall, 
be  on  your  own  head. 

He  had  acarce  completed  the  sentenee,  when  they 
instantly  closed  in  combat. 

But  Leicester,  who  wae  a  perfect  master  of  defence 
among  all  other  exterior  accomplishments  of  the 
time,  had  seen,  on  the  preceding  night,  enough  ot 
Tressilian's  strength  and  skill,  to  make  him  fight 
with  more  caution  than  heretofore,  and  pnfer  a 
secure  revenge  to  a  hasty  one.  For  some  minutes 
they  fought  with  emial  skill  and  fortune^  till,  in  a 
desperate  lounge  which  I^eicester  successfully  put 
fcside,  Tressilian  exposed  himself  at  disadv  ntago: 
and,  m  a  subsequent  attempt  to  close,  the  Eai4  forced 
his  sword  from  his  hand,  and  stretched  him  on  the 
ground.  With  a  grim  smile  he  held  the  point  ofHs 
rapier  within  two  inches  of  the  throat  of  his  friien 
adveiMuy,  and  placing  his  foot  at  the  aome  time  upon 
his  breast,  bid  him  confers  his  villanous  wrongs' 
towsrds  him,  and  prepare  for  death. 

"I  have  no  viilanv  nor  wrong  towanis  thee  to 
eonfeea,"  snswered  Tressilian,  "and  am  beti»»r  pro- 
parsd  for  death  than  thon.  use  thine  advantage  os 
thou  wilt,  and  mey  God  forgive  you!  1  have  given 
you  na  cauae  for  thia.*' 
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"  No  ^use  r*  ezdaimed  iha  Earl^  **  no  cause  !— 
hut  why  parley  with  auA  a  alavo  7— Die  a  liar,  aa  thou, 
haat  lived !" 

He  had  withdrawn  his  arm  for  the  puipose  of 
Striking  the  fatal  blow,  when  it  was  suddenly  seized 
irom  behind. 

The  Eari  turned  in  wrath  to  shake  off  the  unex- 
pected obstacle,  but  was  surprised  to  find  that  a 
8trange>Iookin^  boy  had  hold  of  his  swoKd-ami,  and 


dung  to  it  with  such  tenacity  of  ^rasa  that  ne  could 
not  shake  hini  off  without  a  consideraDle  struggle,  in 
the  course  of  which  Tressilian  had  opportunity  to 
rise  and  possess  himself  once  more  of  nis  weapon. 
Leicester  ajj^ain  turned  towards  him  with  looks  of 
unabated  ferodty,  and  the  combat  would  have  re- 
commenced with  still  more  desperation  on  both  sides, 
bad  .not  the  boy  clunff  to  Lord  Ldoester's  knees, 
and  in  a  shrill  tone  implored  him  to  listen  one  mo- 
ment ere  he  prosecuted  this  fauarrel. 
"  Stand  up,,  and  let  me  go,"  said  Leicester,  "  or.  by 

geaveUf  I  will  pierce  thee  with  my  rapier  I— Mriiat 
iBl  thou  to  do  to  bar  my  way  to  revenue?" 

"  Much— much  !**  ezdaimed  the  undaunted  boy ; 
'*  since  thy  folly  has  been  the  cause  of  these  bloody 
Quarrels  between  you,  and  perchance  of  worse  evils. 
Ot  if  you  would  ever  again  enjoy  the  peace  of  an 
innocent  mind,  if  you  hope  again  to  sleep  in  peace 
and  unhaunted  by  remorse,  take  so  much  leisure  as 
to  peruse  this  letter,  and  thiien  do  as  you  list." 

While  he  spoke  in  this  eager  and  earnest  manner, 
to  which  his  singular  featwea  and  voice  gave  a 
goblin-like  eflfect,  ne  hdd  up  to  Leicester  a  packet, 
secured  with  a  long  tress  of  woman's  hair,  of  a  beau- 
tiful light-browu  odour.  Enrassd  as  he  was,  nay, 
almost  blinded  with  fury  to  see  nis  destined  revenge 
so  strangely  frustrated,  the  Earl  of  Leicester  could 
not  resist  this  extraordinary  supplicant.  He  snatched 
the  letter  from  his  hand— changed  colour  as  he  looked 
on  the  Bunerscription-'undid,  with  faltering  hand, 
the  knot  which  secured  it— glanced  over  the  contents, 
and  staggering  bacl(,  would  have  fallen,  had  he  not 
tested  against  the  trunk  of  a  tree,  where  he  stood  for 
an  instant,  his  eyes  bent  on  the  letter,  and  his  sword- 
point  turned  to  the  ground|  without  seeming  to  be 
conscious  of  the  presence  of  an  antagonist,  towards 
whom  he  had  shown  little  mercy,  ana  who  might  in 
turn  have  taken  him  at  advantaj^e.  But  for  such  re- 
venue Tressilian  was  too  noble- nunded—he  alao  stood 
frtill  m  surprise,  wailing  the  issue  of  this  strange  fit 
of  passion,  but  holding  his  weapon  ready  to  defend 
himself  in  case  of  need,  sgainst  some  new  and  suddea 
attack  on  the  part  of  Ldcester,  whom  he  again  sus- 
pected to  be  under  the  influence  of  actual  fi^nzy. 
The  boy,  indeed,  he  easiiy  recognised  ss  his  old  ac- 
quaintance Dickon,  whose  face,  once  seen,  was 
scarcely  to  be  forgotten;  but  how  he  came  thither  at 
so  critical  a  moment,  why  his  inteiference  was  so 
energetic,  and,  above  all,  how  it  came  to  produce  so 
powerful  an  effect  upon  Ldoester,  wera  questions 
which  he  could  not  solve. 

But  the  letter  was  of  itself  powerful  enough  to 
work  effects  yet  more  wondeHul.  It  was  that  which 
the  unfortunate  Amv  had  written  to  her  husband,  in 
which  she  alleged  the  reasons  and  manner  of  her 
flight  from  Cnmnor-Place,  infonned  Iiim  of  her 
having  made  her  way  to  Kenilworth  to  enjoy  his 

Erotection,  and  mentioned  the  circumstances  which 
ad  (Tompelled  her  to  take  refiwe  in  Tressilian's 
apartment,  earnestly  requesting  ne  would,  without 
delay,  assign  her  a  mors  suitable  asylum.  The 
letter  concluded  with  the  most  eomest  expressions 
of  devoted  attachment,  and  submisswn  to  his  will 
in  all  tl)ing&  and  oarticnlarly  respecting  her  situation 
and  place  of  residences  conjuring  him  only  that  she 
might  nof  be  placed  uaoer  the  guardianship  or 
nistraint  ot  Varney. 

The  letter  dropped  from  Leicester's  hand  when  he 
had  perused  it.  ''Take  my  sword,"  he  said,  *'  Tree- 
Silisn.  and  pierce  my  heart,  as  1  would  but  now  have 
liierced  voursf 

"My  Lord,"  said  Tressilian,  "vou  have  done  me 
great  wrong ;  but  something  witliin  my  breast  ever 
vhisiioied  that  it  wos  bv  egrigious  error." 

**  Error,  icdee^.*"  said  Leicestari  and  handed  him 


the  letter;  **  I  have  been  made  to  believe  a  ma  cf 
honour  a  villain,  and  the  best  and  puiestof  cisatiM 
a  false  profligate.— Wretched  boy,  why  comes  thii 
letter  now,  and  where  has  the  bearer  lingered  f* 

"  I  dare  not  tell  you,  my  lonL"  said  the  boy,  witkf 
drawing,  as  if  to  keep  beyond  nis  reach  f~"  but  hen 
comes  one  who  was  the  messenger." 

Wayland  at  the  same  moment  came  up ;  aodf  inlw- 
rogated  by  liCioester,  hastily  detailed  all  the  arenh 
stances  ot  his  escape  with  Amy,— the  fiital  pfteoon 
which  had  driven  her  to  flight,-— and  her  anzioutds* 
sire  to  throw  hersdf  under  the  instant  protectba  «f 
her  husband,--:i)ointing  out  the  evidence  of  toe  dsi 
mesties  of  Kenilworth,  whoixMild  not,"  heobiemi 
"  but  remember  her  eager  inquiries  after  the  JfaAm 
Leicester  on  her  first  arriTal.'*^ 

"  The  villains  I"  ezcleimed  Ldceslsr ;  **  but  0,  M 
wont  of  villains,  Varney  1— and  she  is  evsn  nswii 
his  power  r  • 

"  But  not,  I  trust  in  Ood,"  saki  Tressifian,  "vidl 
any  commaDds  of  fatal  import  1"       > 

^No,  no,  no!"  exclaimed  the  Barl,  hastilv.-*"! 
saki  somethina  in  madnese— but  it  was  reealled,  i4p 
recalled,  by  a  nasty  messenger }  and  she  is  now^-ib 
must  now  DO  safe." 

"  Yee,"  saki  Tressilian,  "she  miut  be  stft,  sadi 
tmut  be  assured  of  her  safety.  My  own  quarrel  wm 
you  is  ended,  my  lord ;  but  there  w  another  to  htm 
with  the  sedueer  of  Amy  Robsart,  who  has  scrDSM 
his  guilt  under  the  cloak  of  the  inramoaa  Vanie{." 

**  The Mdueer of  Amy!"  replied  Ldosster,  wAt 
voice  like  thunder;  '*say  her  husband Miera» 
gmded,  blinded,  most  unworthy  husband  HSfaiji 
as  surely  Ck>untess  of  Leicester  as  1  am  beltBd  Eal 
Nor  can  you,  air,  point  out  that  manner  of  jwiin 
which  I  will  not  render  her  at  my  own  free  m  1 
need  soaree  say,  I  fear  not  your  oompuleion.^' 

The  generous  nature  of  Tressilian  was  instanlV 
turned  from  consideretion  of  any  thing  peieonu  H 
himsein  and  centred  at  onoe  upon  Amrs  wdfiua 
He  had  by  no  means  undoubting  oonfioenoe  ia  )fll 
flucuiattng  resolutions  of  Leicester,  whose  vm 
seemed  to  him  agitatsd  beyond  the  govemmetf  ■ 
calm  reason ;  neither  did  he,  notwithstanding  tbr» 
surances  he  had  received,  think  Amy  safe  in  the  kndi 
of  his  dependants.  "  My  lord,"  he  said,  calmlf,  i 
mean  you  no  offence,  and  am  far  from  seetanM 
quarrd.  But  my  duty  to  Sir  Hugh  Bobsart  eosMi 
me  to  carry  this  nmtter  instantly  to  the  Queen,  tM 
the  Countess's  rank  may  be  acknowledged  in  m 
person."  . 

"  Y'ou  shall  not  need,  sir,"  replied  the  Earl,  hi«P(' 
ily ;  "  do  not  dare  to  interfi^  Vo  voiee  but  Dndbr* 
snail  proclaim  Dudley's  infamy^To  EKiabeih  bj^ 
self  wfll  I  tell  it.  and  then  for  Cumnor-Plaoewith  m 
speed  of  life  and  death  I" 

So  saying,  he  unbound  his  horse  from  the  tm 
threw  himself  into  the  saddle,  and  rode  at  full  guNp 
towards  the  Castle.  .^  J 

**  Take  me  before  you.  Master  Tressilian,"  said  IM 
boy,  seeing  Tressilian  mount  in  the  same  hasta^ 
"  my  tale  is  not  all  told  out,  and  I  need  your  protao* 
tion."  ,_. 

Tressilian  complied,  and  followed  the  Ean,  thffm 
at  a  leas  furious  rate.  By  the  way  the  boy  conlgMi^ 
with  much  contrition,  that  in  resentment  >tvw 
land's  evading  all  his  inquiries  concerning  the  la^ 
after  Dickon  conceived  he  had  in  variouB  ways  noij*' 
ed  his  oonfidencei  he  had  purloined  from  hira,iniy 
vengs,  the  letter  with  which  Amy  had  intnisted  w 
for  the  Earl  of  Leicester.  His  purnose  was  to  bsw 
restored  it  to  him  that  eveninff,  as  ne  rsckoned  nM»| 
self,  sure  of  meeting  with  him.  in  ooasequepoe  tt 
Wayland's  having  to  perform  the  part.of  AiioB»jf 
the  pageant.  He  was  indeed  something  dsroNl 
when  he  saw  to  whom  the  letter  was  addrtssod;  y 
he  argued  that,  aa  Leicester  did  not  return  to  K^F 
worth  until  that  evenmg,  it  would  be  agam  u  tm 
possession  of  the  proper  messenger,  as>soon.  s^  jf 
the  nature  of  things,  it  could  possibly  be  delivm. 
But  Wayland  came  not  to  the  pageant,  having  M 
in  the  interim  expelled  by  Lambourne  from  the  Cttm 
and  the  boy,  not  being  able  to  find  him,  ot  to  f^ 
vwech  oClkeftaiUaiv  and  fintefluinaslf  inj]  ~ 
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A  m  letter  addretfled  tono  leMtpenon  than  the  Earl 
•f  Leiceater,  became  much  afraid  of  the  oonaequeDcea 
of  his  froUc,  The  caution,  and  indeed  the  alann* 
which  Wayiand  hadezpraaaed  reapecting  Varnef  and 
Lambourne,  led  hun  to  judge,  that  the  leltar  must  be 
deaiRned  for  the  Barl'e  own  hand,  and  diat  he  mi^t 
mjudioe  the  lady,  by  giving  it  to  any  of  the  domestics. 
He  made  an  attempt  or  two  to  obtain  an  audience  of 
Lseeater,  but  the  am^ilarity  of  his  features  and  the 
ttcanneaa  of  his  appeannce,  occasioned  his  being 
ahraya  repulsed  by  the  insolent  menials  whom  he 
applied  to  for  that  purpoae.  Once^  indeed,  he  had 
■ekriy  succeeded,  when,  in  prowling  about,  he  fimnd 
B  the  grotto  the  casket  which  he  knew  to  belong  to 
the  upkusky  Ckmnteaa,  having  seen  it  on  her  journey ; 
lor  nothing  escaped  his  pryms  eye.  H«Ting  strove 
k  vain  to  restore  it  either  to  Treaflilian  or  the  Comi- 
taaa,  he  put  it  into  the  handa,  as  we.hmve  seen,  of 
Uoester  himseli^  b«t  unfortmiately  he  did  not  rsoog- 
wAe  hint  in  his  disguiae. 

At  length,  the  boy  thought  he  was  on  the  point  of 
w^'*'^'«*C,  when  the  Ean  came  down  to  the  lower 
part  of  the  hall  j  but  just  as  he  waa  about  to  accost 
UDL,  he  was  prevented  by  Tiasailian.  As  sharp  in 
ear  as  Id  wit,  the  boy  heani  the  nppointinent  aettled 
betwixt  them,  to  take  place  in  the  Pleasanoa,  and 
OMolved  to  add  a  thiiti  to  the  party,  in  hopea  that, 
cither  in  coming  or  in  returning,  he  might  find  an 
saportunity  of  delivering  the  letter  to  Leicester ;  for 
ssange  stories  began  to  flit  among  the  domeadca, 
which  alarmed  him  for  the  lady's  aafe^.  Accident, 
however,  detained  Dickon  a  httle  behmd  the  Bari« 
'  and,  as  he  reached  the  arcade,  ho  saw  them  engaged 
in  combat;  in  consoiuence  of^hich  he  hastened  to 
akrm  the  guard,  having  liltltffiottbt,  that  what  blood- 
shed took  pUce  betwizt^em,  might  arise  out  of  his 
own  frohe.    Continuing  to  lurk  m  the  portico,  he 

beaid  the  aecond  appomtment,  which  Leicester,  at 
paitiog;  HSflipned  to  Tressiliant  and  was  keeping  them 
o  view  dunng  the  encounter  of  the  Coventry;  men, 
when,  lo  his  surprise^  he  recognised  Wajdand  in  the 
oowd,.  much  disguised,  indeed,  but  not  sufficiently 
ID  to  escape  the  prying  glance  of  his  okl  comrade, 
niey  drew  aside  out  of  the  crowd  to  explain  their 
•taation  to  each  other.  The  boy  confessed  to  Way- 
jnd  what  we  have  above  told,  and  the  artist,  in  rs- 
iHtn,  informed  him.  that  his  deep  anxiety  for  the  fate 
«f  th«  unfortunate  lady  had  brought  him  back  to  the 
■g^lfabourhood  o{  the  Castle,  upon  his  learning  that 
awming  at  a  village  about  ten  miles  distant,  that 
▼amey  and  Lamboum&  whose  violence  he  dreaded, 
kad  both  left  Kenilworth  over-ni^hu 

While  they  spoke,  they  saw  Leicester  and  Tressi- 
liao  separate  themselves  from  ■  the  crowd,  dogged 
than  nntil  they  mounted  their  horaeiL  when  the  ooy, 
whose  speed  of  foot  has  been  before  mentioned, 
though  hie  could  not  possibly  keep  up  with  them,  yet 
anived,  as  we  have  seen,  soon  enough  to  save  Tipa- 
riian's  life.  The  bov  had  juat  finished  his  tale  when 
ihey  reached  the  Gallery-tower. 


CHAPTER  XL. 

HZgli  o*er  Om  «itfiefn  sleep  fh«  mn  i*  braminf , 
And  tfarkncn  fli«  with  ber  daceitfslxhwluws  ;- 
So  tmUi  pntaiU  o'er  (klMhQod.--OU  Piat. 

As  Tieasilian  rode  along  the  bridge  lately  the 

i  so  much  riotous  sport,  he  could  not  but  observe 
hat  men's  countenances  had  eingalariy  changed 
bring  the  space  of  his  brief  absence^  The  mock 
ight  was  over,  but  the  men,  still  habited  in  their 
Boing  suits,  stood  together  in  f^ups,  like  the 
hitants  of  a  city  who  have  been  just  startled  by 
iQBie  strange  and  alarming  news. 
When  he  reached  the  base-court,  appearances  were 
m  saraa^-domesticB.  retainers,  and  under  officers, 
ItoHl  together  and  whispered,  bending  their  eyes  to- 
Ms  the  virindows  of  the  great  hall,  with  looks 
mA  seemed  at  once  alarmed  and  mysterious. 
Sir  Nicholas  Blount  was  the  first  person  of  his 
f*B  particular  acquaintance  Tressilian  aaw,  who 
at  km  no  time- to  make  inquiries,  but  greeted  him 
vidi.  *^  Ood  help  thy  heart,  Tressilum,  thou  art  fitter 
MS  a^wn  thaa  a  courtisr— thou  canst  not  attend 


as-becomes  one  who  follows  her  mi^ty.— Here  you 
are  cabled  for,  wished  for,  waited  for— no  man  out 
you  Moll  serve  the  turn ;  and  hither  you  come  with  a 
misbegotten  brat  on  thy  horse's  neck,  as  if  thou  wert 
dry  nurse  to  some  sucking  devil,  and  wert  just  re- 
turned tmm  airing.*' 

"Why.  what  is  the  matter?"  said TressiHan,  let- 
dng  go  the  boy,  who  sprung  to  ground  like  a  feather 
and  himself  dismounting  st  the  same  time. 

"Why,  no  one  knows  the  matter,"  replied  Blount ; 
"  I  cannot  smell  it  out  myself,  though  I  have  a  nose 
like  other  courtiers.  Only,  my  Lord  of  Leicester  has 
galloped  along  the  bridge,  as  if  he  would  have  rode 
over  all  in  his  passage  demanded  an  audience  of  the 
Queen,  and  is  closeted  even  now  with  her,  and  Bur- 
logh  and  Walsingham— and  you  are  called  for-but 
whether  the  matter  be  treason,  or  worse,  no  on«' 
knows." 

**  He  speaks  true,  by  Heaven !"  said  Raleigh,  vrho 
that  instant  appeared  i  "you  must  immediately  to 
the  Queen's  preeence." 

"  Be  not  rash,  Raleigh,"  said  Blount,  "remember 
his  boots— For  Heaveors  sake,  go  to  my  chamber, 
dear  Tressilian,  and  don  my  new  bloom-co]our«t 
sBken  hose~I  have  worn  them  but  twice.'* 

" Pshaw P'  answered  Tressilian}  "do  thou  take 
care  of  this  boy,  Blount ;  be  kind  to  him,  and  look  ha 
eacapes  you  not«-mucb  depends  on  him." 

80  saying,  he  followed  Raleigh  hastily,  leaving 
honest  Blount  with  the  bridle  of  his  horse  in  one 
hand,  and  the  boy  in  the  other.  Blount  gave  a  long 
look  after  him. 

"Nobody,"  he  said.  ** calls  me  to  these  mysteries, 
—and  he  leaves  me  here  to  play  horse-keeper  ana 
child  keeper  at  once.  I  could  excuse  the  one,  for  I 
love  a  good  horse  naturally;  but  to  be  plagUM  with 
a  bracbet  whelp—Whence  come  ye,  my  nur-fovoured 
httiegoaaip?" 

"  From  the  Fens,"  answered  the  boy. 

"  And  what  didst  thou  learn  there,  forward  imp  ?" 

"  lb  catch  galls,  with  their  webbed  feet  and  yel- 
low stockings,    said  the  boy. 

"Umph  !"^said  Blount,  looking  down  on  his  own 
immense  roses,— "  Nay,  then  the  devil  take  him  asks 
thee  more  questions." 

Meantime  Tressilian  traversed  the  fiilt  length  of  the 
great  hall,  in  which  the  astonished  courtiera  formed 
various  grounsi  and  were  whispering  mysteriously 
together,  while  all  kept  their  eyes  fixed  on  the  door, 
which  led  from  the  upper  end  of  the  hall  faito  the 
Queen's  withdrawing  aportnient,  Raleigh^pointed 
lo  the  door— Tressilian  knocked,  and  was  instantly 
admitted.  Many  a  neck  was  stretchod  to  gain  a  ^ 
view  into  the  interior  of  the  apartment ;  but  the  ta- 
pestry which  covered  the  door  on  the  inside  was  drop- 
ped too  suddenly  to  admit  the  slightest  gratification 
of  curiosity. 

Upon  entrance,  Tressilian  found  himseft,  not  with- 
out a  strong  palpitation  of  heart,  in  the  presence  ol 
Elizabeth,  who  was  walking  to  and  fix)  m  a  violent 
agitation,  which  she  <  seemed  to  scorn  to  conceal, 
while  two  or  three  of  her  most  saee  and  confidential 
counseilore  exchanged  anzioiis  looks  with  each  othet, 
but  delayed  speaking  till  her  wrath  had  abated.  Be- 
fore the  empty  chair  of  state,  in  which  she  had  been 
seated,  and  which  was  half  pushed  aside  by  the  vio- 
lence ^nth  which  she  had  started  from  it.  kndt  Lei- 
cester, his  arms  crossed,  and  his  brows  bent  on  the 
ground,  still  and  motionless  as  the  effigies  upon  a 
sepulchre.  Beside  him  stood  the  Lord  Shrewsbury, 
then  Earl  Bf  arshal  of  England,  holding  his  baton  of 
office— the  Earl's  aword  was  unbuckled,  and  lay  be- 
fore him  on  the  floor. 

"  Ho.  sir,"  said  the  Queen,  commg  close  up  to 
Tressilisn,  and  stamping  on  the  floor  with  the  action 
and  manner  of  Henry  himself;  "you  knew  of  this 
fair  work— yint  are  an  accomplice  in  this  deception 
which  haa  been  practised  on  us— you  have  been  a 
main  caoae  of  our  doing  injustice  V  Tressilian  drop 
ped  on  his  knee  before  the  Queen,  his  good  scnno  " 
showing  him  the  risk  of  attempting  any  defence  at 
that  /iioment  of  irritation.  "  Art  dumb,  sirrah !"  she 
continued ;  "  thou  know'at  of  this  afiair-HiOst  thou 
notr* 
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"  Not,  graciooj  madam,  dutt  this  poor  lady  waa 
Ctmniess  of  Leicester." 

**  Nor  shall  any  one  know  her  for  such,"  Said 
Elizabeth.  '*  Death  of  my  life !  Counters  of  Leices- 
ter I— I  say  Dame  Amy  Dudley--and  well  if  she  have 
not  cause  to  write  herself  ¥naow  of  the  traitor  Ro- 
bert  Dudley." 

**  Madam,  said  Leicester,  '*do  with  roe' what  it 
may  be  your  will  to  do—but  work  no  injury  on  this 
.  oentleman— he  hath  in  no  way  deserved  it.'*^ 

"And  will  he  be  the  better  for  thy  interoession," 
said  the  dueen,  leaving  Tressilian,  who  alowly  arose, 
and  rushing  to  Leicester,  who  continued  kneeling,— 
'*  the  better  for  thy  mtercession,  thou  doubly  false— 
thou  doubly  forsworn  '^-of  thy  intercession,  whose 
vUlany  hatn  made  me  ridiculous  to  my  subjects,  and 
odious  to  myself  l-^I  could  tear  out  mine  svm  for 
their  blindness !" 

Burleigh  here  ventured  to  interpose. 

*' Madam,*'  he  said,  "remember  that  yoa  are  a 
Queen— Clueen  of  England— mother  of  your  people. 
Give  not  way  to  this  wild  storm  of  passion." 

Elizabeth  turned  round  to  him,  while  a  tear  actu* 
ally  twinkled  in  her  proud  and  angry  eye.  "Bur- 
leigh," she  said,  "  thou  art  a  statesman— thou  dost 
not,  thou  canst  not,  cofoprebend  half  tha  acorn— 
half  the  miseiy,  that  man  has  poured  on  me!" 

With  the  utmost  caution— with  the  deepest  rsvo- 
rence,  Bturleigh  took  her  hand  at  the  moment  ho  saw 
her  heart  was  at  the  fiillest,  and  led  her  askle  to  an 
oriel  window,  apart  from  the  others. 

"  Madam,"  he  said,  "  I  am  a  statesman,  but  I  am 
also  a  man— a  man  already  grown  old  in  your  ooun- 
cfls,  who  have  not  and  cannot  have  a  wish  on  earth 
but  your  glory  and  happiness— I  pray  you  to  be  com- 
posed." 

**Ah,  Burleigh,"  said  Elizabeth,  "thou  little know- 
est"— here  her  tears  fell  over  her  cheeks  in  despite  of 
her. 

"I  do— I  do  know,  my  honoured  sovereign.  O 
beware  tlmt  you  lead  not  others  to  guess  that  which 
they  know  not !" 

"Hal'*  said  Elizabeth,  pausing  as  if  a  new  train 
of  thought  had  suddenly  shot  across  her  brain. 
"Burleigh,  thou  art  right— thou  art  righ^-any  thing 
but  disgrace— any  thing  but  a  confession  of  weakness 
—any  thing  rather  than  seem  the  cheated— slighted— 
'Sdeaih  1  to  think  on  it  is  distraction  1" 

"Be  but  vourseU;  my  Queen,"  said  Burleigh;  "  and 
soar  far  above  a  weakness  which  no  Englishman 
will  ever  believe  his  Elizabeth  could  have  entertained, 
unless  the  violence  of  her  disappointment  carries  a 
sad  convictk>n  to  his  bosom." 

"  What  weakness,  my  lord  T  said  Elizabeth,  haugh- 
tily ;  "  would  you  too  insinuate  that  the  favour  in 
which  I  held  yonder  proud  traitor,  deme^  its  source 
from  aught"— But  here  she  could  no  longer  sustain 
tiie  proud  tone  which  she  had  assumed,  and  again 
softened  as  she  said,  "  But  why  should  I  strive  to  de- 
ceive even  thee,  my  good  and  wise  servant  T' 

Burleigh  stooped  to  kiss  her  hand  with  aiiection, 
and— rare  in  the  annals  of  courts— a  tear  of  true  sym- 
pathv  dropped  from  ihe  eye  of  the  minister  on  the 
paod  of  his  Sovereign. 

It  is  probable  that  the  consdousness  of  possessing 
this  sympathy,  aided  Elizabeth  in  supporting  her 
mortincation,  and  suppressing  her  extreme  resent- 
ment (  but  she  was  stiU  more  moved  by  fear  that  her 
passion  should  betray  to  the  public  the  affront  and  the 
disappointment,  which,  alike  asa  woman  and  a  Queen, 
she  was  so  anxkius  to  conceal.    She  fumed  from 

gturleigh,  and  sternly  paced  the  hall  till  her  features 
ad  recovered  their  usual  dignity,  and  her  mien  its 
vronted  stateliness  of  regular  motion. 

**  Our  Sovereign  is  her  noble  self  once  more."  whis- 
uered  Burleigh  to  Walsingham ;  "  mark  what  she 
does,  and  take  heed  you  thwart  her  not." 

She  then  approached  Leicester,  and  said,  with 
calmness,  "  My  Lord  Shrewsbury,  we  discharge  you 
of  your  prisoner.— My  Lord  of  Leicester,  rise  and 
take  up  your  sword— a  quarter  of  an  hour's  restraint, 
under  the  custody  of  our  Marshal,  mv  lord,  is,  we 
think,  no  high  penance  for  months  of  falsehood  prac- 
tiaed  upon  us.    We  will  now  hear  the  progreaa  of 


this  a£fiur."-^e4»0A  seftted  herself  in  her  ohair,  ami 
said, "  You.  Trsssilian,  stop  forward,  and  say  whai 
you  Know,"  • 

Tressilian  told  his  stonrgenerously,  mippressini^  ai 
much  as  he  could  what  afiected  Leioester.  and  sanni 
nothing  of  their  having  twice  actually  fonght  together. 
It  is  very  probable  that,  in  doing  so,  he  did  the  Eaij 
good  service ;  for  had  the  Queen  at  that  instant  foowl 
any  thing  on  account  of  which  she  miglrt  vent  Jiei 
wrath  upon  him,  widiout  laying  open  esntiments  d 
which  she  was  ashamed,  it  might  have  fared  hard 
with  him.  She  paused  when  Tressilian  had  finished 
his  tale. 

"  We  will  take  that  Wayland^"  she  saki,  "  into  ooi 
own  service^  and  place  the  boy  in  our  Secretary-offin 
for  iBstructwn,  that  he  may  m  future  use  discredoa 
towards  letters.  For  you,  Tressilian,  yoo  did  wiom 
ui  not  oomnmnicating  the  whole  truth  to  us,  and  yosi 
pjmnise  not  to  do  so  was  both  imprudent  and  unda^ 
tmil.  Yet,  having  given  your  word  io  this  unhappf 
lady,  it  waA  the  part  of  a  man  and  a  gentleman  lo 
keep  it)  and  on  the  wholes  we  esteem  yon  for  ths 
ehars|sier  you  have  sustained  in  this  matter.— My 
Lord  of  Leicester,  it  is  now  your  turn  to  tell  us  tu 
truth,  an  exercise  to  whufa  yon  esem  of  late  to  hgn 
been  too  much  a  stranger." 

Acooidin^ly  she  extorted,  by  snocesaive  qmsiioDi^ 
the  whole  mstory  of  his  first  acquaintance  with  Amj 
Bobsart— their  marriage— his  jealousy7*the  causes  oi 
which  it  was  founded,  and  many  particulan  besidea 
Lek»ster's  eon£es8k>n,  for  such  it  might  be  cailoi 
was  wrenched  from  him  piecfr<meal,  yet  was  upon  dM 
whole  aocurat&  excepting  that  he  totally  omitted  is 
mentbn  that  he  hadi  by  implication,  or  othernne; 
assented  to  Varne/s' designs  upon  the  life  of  \aB 
Countees.  Yet  the  oonsckNisness  of  due  was  what 
at  that  moment  lay  nearest  to  his  heart ;  and  aldioash 
he  trusted  in  great  measure  to  the  very  positive  ooss' 
ter-orders  wl|ich  he  had  sent  by  Lamoourne,  it  wii 
his  purpose  to  set  out  for  Cumnor-Place.  in  penoHi 
as  soon  as  be  should  be  dismissed  from  the  pnaeM 
of  the  Queen,  who,  he  concluded,  would  preNSllr 
leave  Kenilworth.     , 

Bat  the  Earl  reckoned  without  his  host  It  iitiM 
his  presence  and  his  oommunicationB  were  gall  od 
wormwood  to  his  once  partial  mistress.  But,  bm 
from  every  other  and  more  direct  mode  of  rewogiei 
the  Queen  perceived  that  she  gave  her  false  suitor  u^ 
ture  by  these  inquiries,  and  dwelt  on  them  forjhit 
reason,  no  more  regarding  the  pain  which  she  bmj 
experienoed,  than  the  savage  carea  for  the  sealing  ol 
his  own  hands  bv  grasping  the  hot  pinoere  with  wbidi 
he  teara  the  flesh  of  his  captive  enemy. 

At  length,  however,  the  haughty  lord,  like  adetf 
that  turns  to  bay,'  gave  intimation  that  his  pWW* 
was  fsiling.  "  Madam,"  ho  said^ "  I  have  been  vnm 
to  blame— more  than  even  your  just  resentment  mi 
expressed.  Yet,  msdam, let  me  say,  that  mjrgDBti 
if  it  be  unpardonable,  was  not  unprovoked ;  and tnti 
if  beauty  and  condescending  dignity  could  sedoeetw 
frail  heart  of  a  human  being,  I  might  plead  both^M 
the  causes  of  my  concealing  this  secret  from  yov 

The  Queen  was  so  much  struck  by  thiereplyf  vl^ 
Leicester  took  care  should  be  heard  by  no  one  m 
herself,  that  she  was  for  the  moment  silenced,  m» 
the  Earl  had  the  temerity  to  pursue  his  wvan^i^ 
"  Your  Grace,  who  has  pardoned  so  inuch,.wiil  tf* 
cuse  my' throwing  myself  on  your  royal  mercy w 
those  expressions,  which  were  yester-monuog  i^ 
counted  bu^  a  light  ofience."  n   ^  » 

The  Queen  fixed  her  eyes  on  him  whOs  sDs "[ 
plied,  "  Now,  by  Heaven,  my  lord,  thy  eflwnjfl 
passes  the  bounds  of  belief,  as  well  as  P^^^fSS! 
But  it  shall  avail  tboe  nothing.— What,  hoi  myjf^ 
oome  all  and  hear  the  newa— My  Lord  of  Le( 
stolen  marriage  has  cost  me  a  husband,  and  I 
a  King.  Hisloidship  ispatriarchal  in  his,ia«^  ^ 
wife  at  a  time  was  ineufndent,  and  he  dewgnw  »« 
honour  of  his  left  hand.  Now,  is  not  this  too  rnnj 
lent,— that  I  could  not  grace  him  with  a  few  i««V"j 
court-favour,  but  he  must  presume  to  think  "IT/'jJ^ 
and  crown  at  his  disposal  7— You.  however,  ^'^ 
tarflCme  andIoanpitvthiBambitiottsvaii,W<* 
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a  chfld,  whose  bnbble  of  soap  baa  buret  between  bia 
haoda.  We  go  to  t)>6  presence-chamber— M/  Lord 
of  Leicester,  we  command  your  close  attendance  on 

All  was  eager  expectation  in  the  hall,  and  what 
was  the  universal  astonishment,  when  the  Queen 
•aid  to  those  next  her,  "The  revels  of  Kenil worth 
lie  not  yet  exhausted,  my  lords  and  ladiea— we  are 
to  solemnize  the  noble  owner's  marria^'^ 

There  was  a  universal  expression  of  surprise. 

*It  is  true,  on  our  royal  word,"  said  the  Q.ueen; 
"he  hath  kept  this  a  secret  even  from  us,  that  he 
might  surprise  us  widi  it  at  this  vehf  j)Iace  and  time. 
I  see  you  are  dying  of  curiosity  to  lubv  the  happy 
ttride— It  is  Amy  Kobsart,  the  same  whoTtb^ake  up 
the  M ay-2une  yesterday,  figured  in  the  pageant  aa 
Ibe  wife  Of  bia  servant  Vamey." 

*'Fbr  Ood's  sake,  madam,"  said  the  Eai^  ap« 
fiwchins  her  with  a  mixture  of  humility,  vexation, 
and  shame  in  his  countenance,  and  speaking  so  low 
8s  to  be  heard  by  no  one  else,  **  take  my  head,  as 
yoa  threatened  in  your  anger,  and  spare  me  these 
tannts !  Urge  not  a  /ailing  man— tread  not  on  a 
oaahed  "WonnJ* 

"  A  worm,  ray  lord  7"  said  the  Queen,  m  the  same 
tone;  "nay,  a  snake  is  the  nobler  reptile,  and  the 
more  exact  similitude— the  frozen  snake  you  wot  of^ 
which  waa  warmed  in  a  certain  bosom" 

*  For  your  own  sake—for  miue,  madam,**  said  t^e 
Eari— "while  there  is  yet  some  reason  left  m 
nw^ 

**  Speak  aloud,  my  lord,"  said  Elizabeth,  **and  at 
brtlLer  distance,  so  please  you— your  breath  thaws 
our  mSi    What  nave  you  to  ask  of  us  ?" 

**Pemiis0ion."  said  the  unfortunate  Earl,  humbly, 
*  to  travel  to  Cumnor-Place." 
•To  fetch  home  vour  bride  belike  7— Why,  ay,— 

ftat  is  but  right— for,  aai  we  have  heard,  she  is 
iodiffiwently  cared  for  there.  But,  my  lord,  you  go 
DM  in  person- we  have  counted  upon  passing  certain 
days  in  this  castle  of  Kenilworth,  and  it  were  slight 
coortesy  to  leave  us  without  a  landlord  during  pur 
midence  here.  Under  your  favour,  we  cannot  think 
lo  incur  such  ^sgrace  in  the  eyes  of  our  subjects. 
1^!»8ilian  shall  go  to  Cumnor-Place  instead  of  you, 
and  'with  him  some  gentleman  who  hath  been  sworn 
flf  our  chamber,  lest  my  Lord  of  Leicester  should 
be  again  jealous  of  his  old  rival.— Whom  wouldst 
thou liave  tobein  commission  with  thee,  Tressilian?" 

Tresailian.  with  humble  deference,  suggested  the 
same  of  Raleigh. 

^'Why,  ay,''  said  the  Queen:  "so  God  ha*  me, 
thou  hast  made  a  ^ood  choice.  He  is  a  young  knight 
besides,  and  to  deliver  a  lady  from  prison  is  an  appro- 
priate first  adventure.— Cumnor-Place  is  little  better 
than  a  prison,  you  are  to  know,  my  lords  and  ladies. 
Besides,  there  are  certain  iai tours  there  whom  we 
would  willingly  have  in  fast  keeping.  You  will  fur- 
nish them.  Master  Secretary,  with  the  warrant  ne- 
eeaaary  to  secure  the  bodies  of  Richard  Varndy  and 
the  foreisn  Alasco,  dead  or  alive.  Take  a  sufficient 
force  witn  you,  gentlemen— bring  the  lady  here  in  all 
hoaour — lose  no  time,  and  God  be  with  you  1" 

They  bowed,  and  left  the  presence. 

Who  shall  describe  how  the  rest  of  that  day  was 
ipent  at  Kenilworth?  Tlie  Queea,  who  seemed  to 
have  remained  there  for  the  sole  purpose  of  mortify- 
mg  and  taunting  the  Earl  of  Leicester,  showed  her- 
self as  skilful  m  that  female  art  of  vengeance,  as 
■he  was  in  the  science  of  wisely  governing  her  peo- 
ple. The  train  of  state  soon  caught  the  signal,  and, 
as  he  walked  among  his  own  splendid  preparations, 
the  Lord  of  Kenilworth,  in  .his  own  Castle,  already 
~  rienced  the  lot  of  a  disgraced  courtier,  in  the 
it  i^ard  and  cold  manners  of  alienated  friends, 
tho  iIl-conceaIe«i  triumph  of  avowed  and  open 
oemiea.  Sussex,  from  his  natural  military  firank- 
aeae  of  disposition,  ISurieigh  and  Walsingham.  from 
llujr  penetrating  and  prospective  sagacitjr,  and  some 
K  the  ladies,  frotn'tho  compassion  of  their  sex,  were 
tlie  only  persons  in  the  crowded  court  who  retained 
towards  him  the  countenance  they  had  'borne  in  the 
Oioming. 

So  much  had  Leicester  been  accustomed  to  con- 


aider  court-favour  as  the  prinapal  object  of  his  liik 
that  all  other  sensations  were,  -for  the  time,  lost  in  ' 
the  agony  which  his  hauc^ty  spirit  f^It  at  the  suc- 
cession of  petty  insults  and  studied  neglects  to  whidi 
he  had  been  subjected ;  but  when  he  retired  to  his 
own  chamber  for  the  night,  that  long  fair  tress  of 
hair  which  had  once  secured  Amy's  letter,  fell  under 
his  observation,  and  with  the  influence  of  a  counter* 
charm,  awakened  his  heart  to  nobler  and  more  natural 
feelings.  He  kissed  it  a  thousand  times ;  and  whilg 
he  recollected  that  he  had  it  always  in  his  power  to 
shun  the  mortifications  which  he  nad  that  day  nn- 
dergon&  by  retiring  into  a  dignified  and  even  pnnce- 
like  seclusion,  with  the  beauiifiil  and  beloved  partner 
of  his  future  life,  he  fielt  that  he  could  rise  above  the 
revenge  whieh  Klisabeth  had  oondeaoended  to  take. 

Accordingly,  on  the  following  day,  the  whole  conduct 
of  the  EajfcQsplayed  so  much  digiiified  equanimity ; 
he  aeemed  so  sobdtous  about  the  accommodations 
and  amusements  of  his  miesta,  yet  so  indifilerent  t^ 
theirpersonal  demeanour  towards  him;  so  respect 
fully  distant  to  the  Clueen,  yet  so  patient  of  her  bar- 
rassing  displeasure,  that  iSizabeth  changed  her 
manner  to  htm,  and,  diough  cold  and  distant,  ceased 
to  offer  him  any  direct  affront.  She  intimated  also 
with  some  sharpness  to  othens  around  her,  who 
thought  they  were  consuldng  her  pleasure  in  show- 
ing a  neelectfhl  conduct  to  the  Earl,  that  while  they 
remained  at  Kenilworth,  they  ought  to  show  the 
civility  due  from  guests  to  the  Lord  of  the  Castl& 
In  short,  matters  were  ao  far  changed  in  twenty-four 
hours,  that  some  of  the  more  experienced  and  saga- 
cious courtiers  foresaw  a  strong  possibility  of  Lei- 
cester's restoration  to  fisivoor,  apd  regulated  their  de- 
meanour towards  him^  as  those  who  might  one  day 
claim  merit  for  not  havmg  deserted  him  in  adversity. 
It  is  time,  however,  to  leave  these  intrigues,  and  fol- 
low Tressilian  and  Raleigh  on  their  jotirney. 

The  troop  consisted  of  six  persons ;  for,  besides 
Wayland,  tney  had,  in  company  a  royal  pursuivant 
ana  two  stout  serving-men.  Ajl  were  well  armed 
and  travelled  as  fast  as  it  was  possible  with  justice 
to  their  horses,  which  had  a  long  journey  before  them. 
They  endeavoured  to  procure  some  tidings  as  they 
rode  along  of  Vamey  and  his  party,  but  could  hear 
none,  as  they  had  travelled  in  the  dark.  At  a  smafl 
village  about  twelve  miles  from  Kenilworth,  where 
they  gave  some  refreshment  to  their  horses,  a  poor 
clergyman,  the  curate  of  the  place,  came  out  of  a 
small  Cottage,  and  entreated  any  of  the  company 
who  might  know  aught  of  surgery,  to  look  i|i  for  an 
infant  on  a  dyms  man. 

The  empiric  wayland  undertook  to  do  his  best; 
and  as  the  curate  conducted  him  to  the  spot^  he 
learned  that  the  man  had  been  found  on  the  high- 
road, about  a  mile  from  the  village,  by  labourers,  ap 
they  were  going  to  their  work  on  the  preceding  morn- 
ing, and  the  curate  had  given  him  shelter  in  his  house. 
He  had  received  a  gun-shot  wound  which  seemed 
to  be  obviously  mortal,  but  whether  in  a  brawl  of 
from  robbers  tney.coul^  not  Iea¥n,  as  he  was  in  a 
fever,  and  spoke  nothing  connectedly.  Wayland 
entered  the  dark  and  lowly  apartment,  and  no  sooner 
had  the  curate  drawn  aside  the  curtain,  than  he 
knew  in  the  distorted  features  of  the  patient  the 
countenance  of  Michae^  Lambourne.  Under  pre- 
tence of  seeking  something  which  he  wanted,  Way- 
land  hastily  apprised  his  fellow-travellera  of  this 
extraordinary  circumstance;  and  both  Tressilian 
and  Raleigh,  full  of  boding  apprehensions^  hastened 
to  the  curate^s  house  to  see  the  dying  man. 

The  wretch  was  by  this  time  m  the  agonies  of 
death,  from  which  a  much  better  surgeon  than  Way- 
land  could  not  have  rescued  him,  for  the  bullet  had 
Eassed  clear  through  his  body.  He  was  sensibly 
owever,  at  least  in  part,  for  he  knew  Tressilian,  and 
made  signs  that  he  wiahed  him  to  stoop  over  his  bed. 
Tressflian  did  so.  and  after  some  inarticulate  mn/ 
mars,  in  which  the  names  of  Vamey  and  Lady  Lfi» 
ccstor  were  alone  distinguishable,  Lamboume  bad* 
him  *^ make  haste,  or  he  would  come  too  late.''  It 
was  in  vain  Tressilian  urged  the  patient  for  farther 
information ;  he  seemed  to  become  In  some  degree  * 
delirious,  and  .when  he  again  made  a  signal  to  attract 
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Tresailian*fl  attention,  it  was  only  for  the  puipose  of 
deeinng  him  to  inform  his  uncle,  Giles  Gosling  of 
the  Black  Bear,  "  that  he  had  died  without  his  sfioes 
after  all.*'  A  convulsion  verified  his  words  a  few 
minutes  after,  and  the  travellers  derived  nothing  from 
having  met  with  him,  save  the  obscure  fears  concern- 
ing the  fate  of  the  Countess,  which  his  d\'ing  words 
were  calculated  to  convey,  and  which  induct  them 
to  urge  their  journey  with  the  utmost  speed,  pressing 
horses  in  the  Queen's  name,  when  those  wmch  they 
rode  became  unfit  for  service.    / 

CHAPTER  XLI. 

The  dflath-bell  thriee  ww  hoard  to  rioff. 

An  aanal  voice  ww  hewd  to  wU  i 
i^  thrice  the  raven  flapp'd  ita  wine, 

Aroaod  the  towera  of  CrnnnorHall.— Micklb. 

We  are  now  to  return  to  that  pan  of  our  story 
where  we  intimated  that  Vamey,  possessed  of  the 
authority  of  the  Earl  of  Leicester,  and  of  the  Queen's 
permission  to  the  same  effect,  nastened  to  secure 
himself  against  discovery  of  his  perfidy,  by  removing 
the  Countess  fit>m  Kenil worth  Castle.  He  had  pro- 
•  posed  to  set  f^rth  eariy  in  the  morning,  but  reflecting 
that  the  Earl  might  relent  in  the  interim,  and  seek 
another  interview  vidth  the  Countess,  be  resolved  to 
prevent,  by  immediate  departure,  all  chance  of  what 
would  probably  have  ended  in  his  detection  and  ruin. 
For  this  purpose  he  called  for  Lamboume,  and  was 
exceedin^y  mcensed  to  find  that  his  trustv  attend- 
ant was  abroad  on  some  ramble  in  the  neighbouring 
village;  or  elsewhere.  As  his  return  was  expected. 
Sir  Richard  commanded  that  he  should  prepare 
Ikimself  for  attending  him  on  an  immediate  journey, 
and  foUow  him  m  case  he  returned  after  his  depar- 
ture. 

In  the  meanwhile,  Vamey  used  the  ministry  of  a 
aervanc  called  Robin  Tider,  one  to  whom  the  myste- 
ries of  Cumnor-Place  were  already  in  some  degree 
known,  as  he  had  been  there  more,  than  once  in  at- 
tendance on  the  Earl.  To  this  man,  whose  charac- 
ter resembled  that  or  Lamboume,  though  he  was 
neither  quite  so  prompt  nor  alto«;ether  so  profligate^ 
Vamey  gave  oommaod  to  have  three  horses  saddled, 
and  to  prepare  a  horse-litter,  and  have  them  in 
xeadinees  at  the  postern  gate.  Tlie  natural  enough 
excuse  of  his  lady's  insanitv,  which  was  now  uni- 
versallv  believed,  accounted  for  the  secrecy  with  which 
she  was  to  be  removed  from  the  castle,  and  he  reck- 
oned on  the  same  apology  in  case  the  uiifortunate 
Amy's  resistance  or  screams  should  render  such  he- 
oessary.  The  agency  of  Anthony  Foster  was  indis- 
pensable, and  that  vamey  now  went  to  secure. 

This  nerson,  naturally  of  a  sour  unsocial  disposi- 
tion, ana  somewhat  tired,  besides,  with  his  journey 
fix>m  Cumnor  to  Warwickshire,  in  order  to  bring  the 
news  of  the  Countess's  escape,  had  early  extricated 
himself  fi-om  the  crowd  of  wassailera,  and  betaken 
himself  to  his  chamber,  where  he  lay  asleep,  when 
Vamey.  completely  equipned  for  travelling^  and  with 
a  dark  lantern  in  ms  band,  enter&i  his  apartment.— 
Be  paused  an  instant  to  hsten  to  what  ms  associate 
was  murmuring  in  his  sleep,  and  oeuld  plainly  dis- 
tinguish die  words,  ^  Ave  marior-ora  vro  nofrw— 
No— it  runs  not  so-^eliver  us  from  evil— Ay,  so  it 
goes." 

**  Praying  in  his  sleep,"  aaid  Vamey ;  "  and  con- 
fonncOng  his  old  and  new  devotions— He  must  have 
more  need  of  prayer  ere  I  am  done  with  him.  What 
ho  I  holy  roan— most  blessed  penitent  !— Awake- 
awake  !— The  devil  has  not  discharged  you  fcom  ser- 
rioe-yet."  ... 

• '  As  Vamey  at  the  same  time  shook  the  sleeper  by 
the  arm.  it  changed  the  current  of  his  ideai^  and 
he  roared  out,  **  Thieves  !— thieves  I  I  will  die  m  de- 
fence of  my  gold— my  hard- won  gold,  that  has  cost 
me  so  dear.— Where  is  Janet  7— Is  Janet  safe  T 

said  Var- 


"  Safe  enough,  thou  beUowing  fool  l" 


neyi  "  art  thou  not  ashamed  of  thy  clamour  1" 

Foster  by  this  time  was  broad  awake,  and,  sitting 
up  in  his  biBd.  asked  Vamey  the  nieanina.of  so  un- 


laoeiy  a  visit.    "  It  augurs  nothii 
A  fid*  proobacr  moat  aaiaf 


.„,    he  added, 
ithony,**  i«tiiiii< 


e4  Vamey;  '*  U  augurs  that  tlie  hour  is  come  for  coa* 
verting  thy  leasehold  into  copyhold— Wliat  say'st 
thou  to  that  T* 

"  Hadst  thou  told  me  this  in  broad  day,"  aaid  Fos- 
ter, "I  had  rejoiced—but  at  this  dead  hour,  and  by  this 
dim  light,  and  looking  on  thy  pale  face,  which  is  a 
ghastly  contradiction  to  thy  li^ht  words,  I  cannot  hot 
rather  think  of  the  work  that  is  to  be  done,  than  ibt 
guerdon  to  be  gained  by  it.'* 

"  Why,  thou  fooL  it  is  but  to  escort  thy  chargeback 
to  Cumnor-Plaoe."  , 

"  Is  that  mdeed  all  T*  aaid  Foster ;  '*  thou  lodk'it 
deadly  pale,  and  thou  art  not  moved  by  triflea-ii 
that  iidkd  all  r 

**  Ay,  that  and  maybe  a  trifle  more,"  answmd 
Vamey. 

'*  Afi,  that  trifle  more !"  said  Foster  ;**  still  thm 
look'st  paler  and  paler." 

"Heed  not  my  countenance/'  said  Vamey,  "yp« 
see  it  bv  this  wretched  UghL  up  and  be  doing,  mu 
—Think  of  Cumnor-PIace— thine  ovm  proper  copy- 
hold—Why. thou  mayst  found  a  weekly  iecturcmipk 
besides  endowing  Janet  like  a  baron^s  daughter.- 
Seventy  pounds  and  odd." 

"  Seventy-nine  pounds  five  shillings  and  fiv^ 
pence  halfpenny,  besides  the  value  oT  the  wood" 
said  Foster ;  "and  I  am  to  have  it  all  as  copyhold  r 

"  AIL  man— squirrels  and  all— no  gipsy  shall  cat 
the  value  of  a  broom— no  boy  so  much  as  takaa 
bird's  nest  without  paying  thee  a  quittance.— Ay,  tbD 
is  light— oon  thy  matters  as  fast  as  possible-iionBl 
and  every  thing  are  ready,  all  save  that  accursed  Tit 
lain  Lamboume,  who  is  out  on  some  infernal  gash 
boL" 

"Ay,  Sir  Richard,"  said  Foster,  "  you  would  tiki 
no  advice.  I  ever  told  you  that  drunken  proAisitt 
would  ftiil  you  at  need.  Now  I  could  have  heljpid 
you  to  a  sober  young  man." 

"  What,  some  slow-spoken,  long-breathed  bnr 
ther  of  the  congregation  7— Why,  we  shall  have  u« 
for  such  also,  roan— Heaven  be  praised,  we  shall  lack 
labourers  of  every  kind.— Ay,  that  is  right— foijil 
not  your  pistols— Come  now,  and  let  us  away." 

"  Whither  r  said  Anthony. 

"  To  my  lady's  chambei^and.  mind— she  wid 
along  with  us.  Thou  art  not  a  fellow  to  be  sjruei 
byashridc?" 

"'Not  if  Scripmre-reason  can  be  rendered  for  ft } 
and  it  is  written,  '  wives,  obey  your  husbands.'  W 
will  my  lord's  commands  bear  ua  out  if  we  use  no* 
lence." 

"Tush,  man!  here  is  his  signet,"  answered TiT' 
ney ;  and  having  thus  silenced  the  objectiona  of » 
associate,  they  went  together  to  Lord  Hunadooi 
apartments,  and  acquainting  the  sentinel  i^itb  tiMiir 
purpose,  as  a  matter  sanctioned  by  the  Qjteen  aoi 
the  Eui  of  Leicester,  they  entered  the  chamber  v 
the  unfortunate  Countess. 

The  horror  of  Amy  may  be  conceived,  when,  ai^ 
ing  from  a  broken  slumber,  she  saw  at  her  bedaidi 
Vamey,  the  man  on  earth  she  most  feared  andhain| 
It  was  even  a  consolatkn  to  see  that  hewaa  Ml 
alone,  though  she  had  so  much  reason  to  dread  U 
auDan  companion.  ,_ 

''Madam,"  said  Vamey,  "there  is  no  tune  » 
ceremony.  My  Lord  of  Leicester  having  fiuly  coq- 
sidered  the  exigencies  oi  the  time,  sends  y^H* 
orders  unmediately  to  accom|>anjr  us  on  our  retvri 
to  Cumnor-Place.  See^  here  is  his  signet,  in  toka 
of  his  instant  and  pressmg  commands."  . 

"  It  is  false !"  said  the  Countess ;  "  thou  hast  ato)« 
the  warrant,- thou,  who  art  capable  of  every  vulaii 
trom  the  blackest  to  the  basest!"  „     ^^ 

"It  is  TSUI,  madam,"  replied  Vamey;  "so  tnj 
that  if  you  do  not  instantly  arisen  and  P^^^V^ « 
attend  us,  we  must  compel  you  to  obey  our  ordo* 

"  Compel !— thou  darest  not  put  it  to  that  tarn 
base  as  thou  art,"  exclaimed  the  unhappv  Counten 

"That  remams  to  be  proved,  madam,"  saw  vw* 
ney,  who  had  determmed  on  intimidation  as  tne  0017 
means  of  subduing  her  high  spirit ;  "  if  you  put  tntw 
it,  you  will  find  me  a  rough  groom  of  the  cn>n^^; 

It  was  at  this  threat  that  Amy  screamed  so  i««^ 
fuUy.  that  had  it  not  bsMi  for  theMovvw^PiD^" 
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htr  niMuiitT,  she  would  qmckly  have  hid  Lord  Him»- 
itk  and  others  to  her  aid.  Perceiving,  however,  that 
kcr  crws  were  vain,  she  appealed  to  Foster  in  the 
mott  afiecting  termSi  conjuring  him,  as  his  daughter 
Janet's  honour  and  puritjr  was  dear  to  him,  not  to 
permit  her  to  be  treated  vrith  unwomanly  violence. 

"  Why;  madam,  wives  must  obey  their  husbands,— 
dicre'B  ScrbtUTB  warrant  for  it,"  said  Foster;  "  and 
if  jou  will  mress  yourself;  and  come  with  us  patiently, 
ttere'a  no  one  shall  lay  finger  on  you  whue  I  can 
inw  a  iWBtoI- trigger.*' 

Seeiok  no  help  arrive,  and  comforted  even  by  the 
iogg;ed  language  of  Foster,  the  Countess  promised 
ID  arise  anadrns  herself;  if  they  would  agree  to  re- 
lire  from  the  room.  Vamey  at  the  same  time  assured 
Wr  of  all  aalisty  and  honour  while  in  (heir  hands, 
lod  promised,  that  he  himself  would  not  approach 
ker,  amoe  hie  presence  was  so  displeasing.  Her  bus- 
«d,  bo  added,  would  be  at  Gumnor-Place  within 
iveniy-fouT  hours  after  they  had  reached  it 

Somewhat  comforted  by  this  assurance,  upon 
which,  however,  she  saw  little  reason  to  rely,  the 
inhappy  Amy  made  her  toilette  by  the  assistance  of 
the  umtem,  which  they  left  with  her  when  they 
«atted  the  apartment 

Weeping,  trembling,  and  praying,  the  unfortunate 
hdy  dreesed  herself;— with  sensauons  how  different 
from  the  days  in  which  she  was  wont  to  decorate 
herself  in  all  the  pride  of  conscious  beauty!  She 
eadeavoured  to  delay  the  completing  her  dress  as 
Vnur  as  she  could,  until,  terrified  by  the  impatience 
of  Vamey.  she  was  obliged  to  declare  herself  ready 
to  attend  them. 

When  they  were  about  to  move,  the  Countess, 
dnng  to  Poster  wiih  such  an  appearance  of  terror  at 
Tarncys  approach,  that  the  latter  protested  to  her, 
with  a  deep  oath,  that  he  had  no  intention  whatever 
of  eteo  coming  near  her.  "  If  you  do  but  consent  to 
-  ezecnte  voor  husband's  wfll  in  (piictneas,  you  shall," 
he  Mid,  **  see  bu:  little  of  me.  I  will  leave  you  undis- 
torbed  to  the  care  of  the  usher  whom  your  .good 
tssteprefers." 

"My  husband^s  will !"  she  exclaimed.  **  But  it  is 
Ae  will  of  God.  and  let  that  be  sufficient  to  me.— I 
«iO  go  with  Master  Poster  as  unresistingly  as  ever 
ti  a  literal  sacrifice.  He  is  a  &iher  at  least;  and 
vil  have  decency  if  not  humanity.  For  thee,  Var- 
My,  vrere  it  my  latest  word,  thou  art  an  equal  stran- 
ger to  both." 

Vamer  repfa'ed  only,  she  was  at  Uberty  to  choose, 
and  waJkfid  some  paces  before  them  to  show  the 
way:  while,  half  leaning^n  Foster,  and  half  car- 
ried by  hiin,  the  Countess  was  transported  from 
Samtlowe's  Tower  to  the  postern-gate,  where  Tider 
waited  with  the  litter  and  horses. 

The  Countess  was  placed  in  the  former  without 

reaiatance.     She  saw,  with  some  satisfaction,  that 

while  Poster  and  mder  ro^e  close  by  the  litter,  which 

the  latter  conducted,  the  dreaded  Vamey  lingered  be- 

,  hiod,  and  was  soon  lost  in  darkness.    A  little  while 

she  strove,  as  the  road  winded  round  the  verge  of  the 

,  lake,  to  keep  sight  of  those  stately  towers  which 

called  her  husband  lord,  and  which  still,  in  some 

^laces,  sparkled  with  lights  where  wassailers  were 

fet  revelling.    But  when  the  direction  of  the  road 

1  NodCTed  thjs  no  longer  possible,  she  drew  back  her 

httd,  and  sinking  down  in  the  litter,  recommended 

*'^nat  to  the  care  of  Providence. 

Bewles  the  desire  of  inducing  the  Countess  to 
liocaed  quietly  on  her  journey,  Vamey  had  it  also  in 
^«w  to  have  an  interview  with  Lambourne^  by  whom 
he  every  moment  expected  to  be  jouied,  without  the 
IMeoce  of  any  witnesses.  He  knew  the  character 
«f  this  man,  prompt,  bloody,  resolute,  and  greedy, 
tod  Judged  him  the  most  fit  agent  he  could  employ 
B  fas  farther  designs.  But  ten  miles  of  their  jour- 
19  had  been  measured  ere  he  heard  the  hasty  clatter 
(fboree's  hoo&  behind  hun,  and  was  overtaken  by 
Ibehaet  Lambourae. 

Pietted  as  he  was  with  his  absence  Vamey  re- 
«bed  his  profligate  servant  with  a  rebuke  of  unusual 
littemesa  "Drunken  vilhiin,"  he  said,  "thy  idle- 
oeaa  and  debauched  folly  will  stroten  a  halter  ere  it 
•e  kRiK:  and  lor  me,  I  care  not  how  soon  V 
VoulV 


This  style  of  objurgatioii,  Lambourae^  iHio  waa 
elated  to  an  unusual  degree,  not  only  by  an  extra- 
ordinary cup  of  wine^  but  by  the  sort  of  confiden- 
tial interview  he  had  just  had  with  the  Earl,  and  the 
secret  of  which  he  had  made  hunself  master,  did  not 
receive  with  his  wonted  humility.  "He  would  take 
no. insolence  of  language,"  he  said,  "firom  the  betl 
kni^t  that  ever  wore  spurs.  Lord  Leicester  had 
detained  him  on  some  business  of  import,  and  that 
was  enough  for  Vamey,  who  was  but  a  servant  like 
himsel£»^ 

Vamey  was  not  a  little  soipiiaed  at  his  annsoal 
tone  of  msolence ;  but  ascribing  it  to  liquor,  suflered 
it  to  pass  as  if  unnoticed,  and  then  began  to  tamper 
with  Lamboume^  touching  his  wilUngneas  to  aki  in 
removing  out  of  the  Earl  of  Leicesters  way  an  ob* 
Steele  to  a  rise,  which  would  put  it  m  his  power  te 
reward  his  trasty  followers  to  their  utmost  wish. 
And .  upon  Michael  Lambouroe's  seeming  ignorant 
what  was  meant,  he  plainly  indicated  '^the  litter* 
load,  vonder,"  as  the  impediment  which  he  deoind 
shoula  be  removed. 

**  Look  you.  Sir  Richard,  and  so  forth,"  said  IG- 
chael,  '*  some  are  wiser  than  some,  that  is  one  thioft 
and  aome  are  worse  than  aome,  that's  another,  i 
know  my  lord's  mind  on  this  matter  better  than  thou, 
for  he  hath  orusted  me  fiilly  in  the  matter.  Hera  are 
his  mandates,  and  his  last  words  wera,  Michael 
Lamboume— for  his  lordship  speaks  to  me  as  a  gen- 
tleman of  the  sword^  and  useth  not  the  words  drunk* 
en  villain,  or  such  like  phrases,  of  those  who  know 
not  how  to  bear  new  dignitiee— Vamey,  sava  h& 
must  pav  the  utmost  re8|)ect  to  my  Countess— I  tmm 
to  you  ior  looking  to  it,  Lamboumei  says  his  lord* 
ship,  and  you  must  bring  back  my  aignet  from  him 
perennptonly." 

'^Ay,"  replied  Vamey,  "said  he  so,  indeed  1  To« 
know  all,  then  V* 

"All— all— and  you  were  as  wise  to  make  a  friend 
of  roe  while  the  weather  is  Cur  betwixt  us." 

"And  was  there  no  one  present,"  said  Vameyi 
"  when  mv  lord  so  spoke  7" 

"Not  a  oreathing  creature,"  replied  Lambourae.-— 
**  Think  you  my  lord  would  trust  any  one  with  such 
matters,  save  an  approved  man  of  action  like  myaeU;" 

"  Most  true,"  said  Varaey ;  and.  makuig  a  pausa 
he  looked  forward  on  the  moonlight  road.  They 
were  traversing  a  wide  and  open  heath.  The  litter 
being  at  least  a  mile  before  them,  was  both  out  of  sight 
and  nearing.  He  looked  behind,  and  there  was  an 
expanse  lighted  by  the  moonbeams,  without  one  hu- 
man being  m  sight.  He  resumed  his  speech  to  Lam- 
bourne  :  "  And  will  yon  turn  upon  your  master  who 
haa  introduced  you  to  this  career  of  courtlike  favour 
—whose  apprentice  you  have  been,  Michael— who 
has  taught  you  the  depths  and  shallowa  of  court^in- 


trigue?"' 

" Michael  not  meT'  said  Lamboume;  "I  ha 
.....  .     ,   -      .  "  t^i 


,     _  -javea 

name  will  brook  a  mmtUr  before  it  as  well  as  ano- 
ther ;  and  as  to  the  reat,  if  I  have  been  an  apprentice^ ' 
my  indenture  is  out,  and  I  am  resolute  to  aet  up  lor 
myself." 

^'  Take  thy  quittance  first,  thou  fool !"  sakl  Vamey  | 
and  with  a  pistol,  which  he  had  for  80D.e  time  held 
m  his  hand,  shot  Lamboume  through  die  body. 

The  wretch  fell  from  hia  horse,  ^without  a  sitagle 
groan ;  and  Varney  disniounting,  nfied  his  pocket8| 
turning  out  the  linmg,  that  it  might  appear  he  had 
fallen  by  robbers.  He  secured  the  Earl's  packet, 
which  was  his  chief  object,  but  he  also  took  Lam- 
boume*s  purse,  containing  some  gold  pieces,  the  re* 
lies  of  whst  his  debauchery  had  left  him,  ana  from  a 
singular  combination  of  leehng^  carried  it  in  hie 
hand  only  the  length  of  a  smallnver,  which  croased 
the  road  into  which  ho  threw  it  as  far  as  he  codd 
fling.  Such  are  the  strange  remnants  of  eonscienee 
which  remain  after  she  seems  touUy  subdued,  that 
this  cruel  and  remorseless  man  would  have  felt  him- 
self degraded  had  ho  pocketed  the  few  pieces  oe- 
longing  to  the  wretch  whom  he  had  thus  ruthleaaly 
slam. 

The  murderer  reloaded  his  pistol,  after  doansmg  the 
lock  and  barrel  from  the  appearances  of  late  explo 
I  sion.  and  rode  calmly  after  the  titter,  taiisfVing  hun 
12    . 
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nlf  that  h4  had  ao  adioMy  femoTied  a  tronbleaome 
witaeM  to  many  of  hia  intrii^uea,  and  the  bearer  of 
nandatea  which  ha  had  no  mtentiona  to  obey,  and 
which,  therefore,  he  wa«  desirous  it  should  be  thought 
had  never  reached  hia  hand> 
The  remainder  of  the  joumet  was  made  with  a  de- 

rof  speed,  which  ahowed  the  little  care  therhad 
the  iiealth  of  the  unhappy  Countess.  They 
Hused  only  at  places  where  all  was  under  theu>  oom- 
mand^  and  where  the  tale  they  were  prepared  to  tell 
of  the  insane  Lady  Vamey  would  have  obtained  ready 
endit,  had  she  made  an  attempt  to  appeal  to  the  com- 
paasion  of  the  few  persons  admittea  to  see  her.  But 
Amy  saw  no  chance  of  obtaining  a  hearing:  from  any 
to  whom  ahe  had  an  opportunity  of  addressing  her- 
self, and,  besides,  was  too  terrined  for  the  presence 
of  Vamey,  to  violate  the  hnplied  condition,  under 
which  ahe  was  to  travel  free  from  his  company.— 
The  authority  of  Vamey,  often  so  used}  during  the 
Bail's  private  joomeyft  to  Cumnor,  readily  procured 
tslaya  of  horses  where  wanted,  so  that  they  ap- 
proached Ciunnor-Place  upon  the  night  after  they 
left  Kenilworth. 

At  this  oeriod  of  the  journey,  Vamey  came  up  to 
the  rear  of  thfe  litter,  as  be  had  done  before  repeatedly 
^hirmg  their  profrress,  and  astced.  **  What  does  she?^ 

"She  sleeps,"  said  Foster;  "I  would  we  were 
home— her  strength  is  exhausted.*' 

"  Rest  will  restore  hei*,"  answered  Vamey.  "  She 
shall  soon  sleep  sound  end  long— we  must  consider 
how  to  lodge  her  in  safety." 

**  In  her  own  apartmenta,  to  be  sure."  said  Foster. 
**  I  have  aent  Janet  to  her  aunt's,  with  a  proper  re- 
buke, and  the  old  women  are  truth  itself— for  they 
hate  this  lady  cordially." 

"  We  will  not  trust  them,  however,  friend  Antho- 
ny," said  Vamey;  we  must  secure  her  in  that 
strong-hold  where  you  keep  your  gold." 

"  My  cold  I"  sakl  Anthony,  much  alarmed ;  '*  why, 
what  sold  have  1 7— God  help  me,  I  have  no  gold— I 
woukTl  had." 

"  Now.  marry  hang  thee,  thou  stupid  brute— who 
thinks  o(  or  cares  for,  thy  gold  7— If  I  did,  could  I 
not  find  a  hundred  better  ways  to  come  at  it?— In 
one  word,  thy  bed^amber,  which  thou  hast  fenced 
ao  curiouslvi  must  be  her  place  of  seclusion ;  and 
thou,  thou  Bind,  shalt  press  her  pillows  of  down.— I 
dare  to  say  the  Earl  will  never  ask  after  the  rich  furni- 
ture of  these  four  rooms." 

This  last  consideration  rendered  Foster  tnctable ; 
ha  only  asked  permission  to  ride  before,  to  make 
inatiera  ready,  and  spurring  his  hortte,  he  posted  be- 
iore  the  Ktter,  while  vamey,  failing  about  three-score 
paces  behind  it,  it  remamed  only  attended  by  Tider. 

When  they  had  arrived  at  Cumnor  Piace,  the 
Countess  aaked  eager! v  for  Janet,  and  showed  much 
alarm  when  informed  that  she  was  no  longer  to  have 
the  attendance  of  that  amiable  girl. 

"  My  daughter  is  dear  to  me,  madam,"  said  Foster, 
gruffly ;  **  and  I  desire  not  that  she  should  get  the 
ooort  tricks  of  lying  and  'scsping— somewhat  too 
much  of  that  has  she  learned  already,  an  it  please 
your  ladyship." 

The  Countess,  much  fatij^ed  and  greatly  terrified 
by  the  circumstances  of  her  journey,  made  no  answer 
to  this  insolence,  but  mildly  expressed  a  wish  to  retire 
to  her  chamber. 

"  Ay,  ay,"  muttered  Foster,  "  'tis  but  reasonable ; 
but,  under  favour,  you  go  not  to  your  pew-gaw  toy- 
house  yonder— you  will  sleep  to-night  in  better  secu- 
rity." 

''  I  wobld  it  were  m  my  grave,"  said  the  Countess : 
"but  that  mortal  feelings  shiver  at  the  idea  of  soul  and 
bodyparting." 

**  You,  I  guess,  have  no  chance  to  shiver  at  that," 
nplied  Foster.  **  My  lord  comes  hither  to-morrow. 
and  doobtieaa  yon  will  make  your  own  ways  good 
with  him." 

**  But  does  he  oome  hither  1— does  he  mdeed,  good 
Foster?" 

•'  O  ay,  good  Foster  I"  replied  the  other.  "  But  what 
Foster  shall  I  be  to-morrow,  when  you  speak  of  me 
In  my  lord— though  all  I  have  done  was  to  obey  his 
ownoiders?" 


"Tou  shall  be  my  profectoi^a  roudi  one  indeed- 
but  still  a  protector,"  answered  the  Countess.  **0y 
that  Janet  were  but  here  f ' 

"  She  is  better  where  she  is,"  answered  Foster- 
"one  of  you  is  enough  to  peipiex  a  plain  head— bat 
will  you  taste  any  refreshment?" 

"  0  no,  no— my  chamber— my  chamber.  I  tniif," 
she  said,  apprehensively,  *'  I  may  secure  it  on  the  in- 
side?" 

"With  all  my  heart,"  answered  Foster.  "  so  I  nuy 
secure  it  on  the  outside ;"  and  taking  a  light  he  led  die 
way  to  a  part  of  the  building  where  Amy  had  never 
been,  and  conducted  her  up  a  stair  of  great  height, 
preceded  by  one  of  the  old  women  with  a  lamp,  it 
the  head  of  the  stair,  which  eecmod  of  almost  immea' 
surable  height,  they  crossed  a  short  wooden  gallery, 
formed  of  black  oak,  and  very  harrow,  at  the  farther 
end  of  which  was  a  strong  oaken  door,  which  opened 
and  admitted  them  into  the  miser's  apartment,  home- 
ly in  its  accommodations  in  the  very  last  degree,  and, 
except  in  name,  little  different  from  a  prison-room. 

Foster  stopped  at  the  door,  and  gave  the  Iam|)to 
the  Countess,  without  either  offering  or  permitung 
the  attendance  of  the  old  woman  who  had  canriediL 
The  lady  stood  not  on  ceremony,  but  taking  it  haetilr, 
barred  the  door,  and  tecured  it  with  the  ample  meani 
provided  on  the  inside  for  that  purpose. 

Vamey,  meanwhile,  had  lurked  behind  on  thestiin^ 
but  heanng  the  door  barred,  he  now  came  up  on  tin 
toe,  and  Foster,  winking  to  him,  pointed  with  m- 
complacence  to  a  piece  of  concealed  machinery  in  ua 
wall,  which,  playing  with  much  ease  and  little  noiie^ 
dropped  a  part  of  the  wooden  galleir,  after  the  inan* 
ner  of  a  drawbridge,  so  aa  to  cut  off  ail  commonin' 
tion  between  the  door  of  the  .bed-room,  which  be 
usually  inhabited,  and  the  landing-place  of  thena 
winding-stair  which  ascended  to  iL  The  rope  9 
which  this  machinery  was  wrought  was  genenw 
carried  withm  the  beochamber,  it  being  Foster's  ob- 
ject to  provide  against  invasion  from  without ;  m 
nctw  that  it  was  intended  to  secure  the  prisoner  witl- 
in,  the  cord  had  been  brought  over  to  the  landa^ 
place,  and  was  there  made  fast,  when  Foster, «» 
much  complacency,  had  dropped  tha  unsuapew 
trap-door. 

Vamey  looked  with  great  attention  at  themacbioaj 
.  and  peeped  more  than  once  down  the  abyss  wng 
was  open  by  the  fall  of  the  trep-door.  It  was  dui 
as  pitch,  and  seemed  profoundly  deeip,  goio^  a<  Foa*  ^ 
ter  informed  his  confederate  in  a  whisper,  nigfa  lo  «• 
lowest  vault  of  the  Castle.  Vamey  cast  onee  morca 
fixed  and  long  look  down  into  this  sable  gull^iw 
then  followed  Foster  to  the  part  of  the  manor-booii 
most  usually  inhabited.  ,  J 

When  they  arrivcxl  in  the  parlour  which  we  haii 
;  mentionedf  Vamey  requested  Foster  to  eel  them  a» 
per,  and  some  of^the  choicest  wine.     "  I  w3J  » 
Alasco,"  be  added ;  "  we  have  work  for  him  in  d 
and  we  must  put  him  in  good  heart.*' 

Poster  groaned  at  this  intimation,  but  made  no  f 
monstrance.  Tlie  old  woman  assured  Vamey  la 
Alasco  had  scarce  eaten  or  drunken  since  her  ml 
ter's  departure,  livingperpemallv  shut  upin  ihelabof 
tory,  and  talking  as  u  the  world's  continuance  dep4 
ded  on  what  he  was  doing  there. 

"  I  will  teach  him  that  the  world  hath  other  clai| 
on  him,'*  said  Vamey,  seizing  a  lisht,^  and  gmog 
quest  of  the  alchemist.  He  returned,  alter  a  conaidi 
able  absence.  ver>-  pale,  but  yet  with  his  habitual  bdI 
on  his  cheek  ana  nostril—"  Our  friend,"  he  al 
"  has  exhaled." 

"  How !  what  mean  you?"  said  Fosster— *Tlan  a« 
—fled  with  my  forty  pounds  that  should,  have 
multiplied  a  thousand  fold?  I  will  have  Hue 
Crv!* 

**  I  will  tell  thee  a  sufer  way,"  said  Vamey. 

"  How?  which  way  exclaimed  Foster;  "  I  will 
back  my  forty  pounds— 1  deemed  (hem  as  6«»r 
thoussna  times  multiplied— 1  will  have  back  myui- 
at  the  least." 

**  Go  hang  thyself,  then,  and  sue  Alasco  in  the 
vil's  Court  of  Chancery,  for  thither  he  has  carp« 
cause." 

"  How !— what  dost  thou  mean— is  hf  ieail 
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**  As,  tnilv  U  W  wid  Varnegr  t  *'  ami  nropeily  awoln 
ilmilf  in  th^  face  and  body— Ha  had  been  mixinff 
some  of  his  devil's  medicines,  and  (he  glass  mask 
which  hB  ussi  constantly  had  fallen  from  hiAfao&  so 
tbat  the  subtle  poison  entered  the  brain,  and  did  its 

"  Saasia  MktU  f*  said  Foster ;— *'  I  mean.  God  in 
Us  macy  presenre  us  from  covetousnesa  and  deadly 
■oJ— HadTbe  not  had  projection,  thmk  you?  Saw 
jsa  no  iQAots  in  the  crucibles  T* 

"  I'jf  Itjt  looked  not  but  at  the  dead  carnon,**  an- 
nm;^  varney;  "an  ugly  spectacle— he  was  swobi 
like  a  corpse  three  days^posed  on  the  wheel— Pah ! 
fve  me  a  cup 4>f  wine."'      ^      .^ 

"  I  will  go,'*  said  P<-tter.  •*  I  will  examme  mysdf ' 
— He  took  the  lamp,  and  hastened  to  the  door,  but 
there  hesitated,  and  paused.  '*  Will  you  not  go  with 
BM  T'  said  he  to  Vamey. 

"  To  what  purpose  T  said  Vamey;  **  I  have  seen 
ud  smeQed  enough  to  spoil  my  appet^e.  I  broke  the 
window,  however,  and  let  in  the  an-— it  reeked  of  sul- 
phiu;  and  jBuch  like  suHbcating  steams,  as  if  the  vary 
isS^had  been  there.'' 

"  And  might  it  not  be  the  act  of  the  Demon  him- 
self f*  said  Foster,  still  hesitatinf; ;  "  I  have  heard  ha 
ispowerftd  at  such  times,  and  with  snch  people." 

<*  St^l,  it  it  were,  that  Satan  of  thine,"*  answer- 
ed Vsmey.  **who  thas  jauas  thy  imaginatk>n,  thou 
art  in  penect  safety,  unless  he  is  a  most  unoon- 
adonable  devil  indeed.  He  hatkhad  two  good  sops 
eflatei" 

**  How  #i0b  sop*— what  msan  you  1"  said  Foster— 
•  what  mean  you  1** 

••  You  will  know  m  time,"  said  Vamey  j— "  and 
then  this  other  banquet— bat  thou  wilt  esteem  Her  too 
choice  a  morsel  for  the  fiend's  tooth— shti  must  have 
her  psslms,  and  harps,  and  seraphs." 

Aotbony  Foster  heard,  and  came  slowly  back  to  the 
tabk:  **  Godt  Sir  Riehaid,  atid  must  mat  then  be 
dosef' 

"Ay.  in  vetT  tmth,  Anthony,  or  there  comes  no 
eppyhold  in  thy  way,"  replied  his  inflexible 


"  I  alwavs  foresaw  it  would  land  there  V*  said  Fos- 
ter; *'  but  how.  Sir  Biehard,  how  7— for  not  to  win 
the  world  would  I  put  hands  on  her." 

*'I  cannot  blame  thee,"  said  Vamey,  "  I  should  be 
reluctant  to  do  that  myself— we  miss  Alasoo  and  his 
«anna  sorely;  ay,  and  the  dog  Lamboume." 

**  Why,  where  tarries  Lamboume  1"  said  Anthony. 

**Ask  no  q[uestions^"  said  Yaraey.  "  thou  wilt  see 
him  one  day,  if  thy  creed  is  true.— But  to  our  graver 
matter.— I  will  teach  thee  a  spring,  Toney,  to  catch 
a  pewit— yonder  tra^-door— yonder  gimcrack  of 
thine,  will  rlinain  secure  in  appearance,  will  it  not, 
though  the  supports  are  withdrawn  beneath  T" 

*'  Ay,  marry,  will  it,"  said  Foster;  "  so  k>ng  as  it 
IS  not  trodden  oru" 

'*  But  were  the  lady  to  attempt  an  escape  over  it." 
replied  Vamey,  '*  her  weight  would  carry  it  down  7" 
A  mouse's  weight  would  do  it,"  said  Foster. 

**  Why,  then,  she  dies  in  attempting  her  escape,  and 
what  could  you  or  I  help  it,  honest  Toney  t  Let  us 
to  bed.  we  will  adjust  our  project  to-morrow." 

On  the  next  day,  whra  evemng  approached,,  Vamey 
Bsmmoned  Foster  to  the  execution  of  their  plan. 
1!Uer  and  Foster's  old  man-servant  were  sent  on  a 
feiaied  errand  down  to  the  villase,  and  Anthony  him- 
iSeiC  as  if  anxious  to  see  that  the  Countess  sufTered 
no  want  of  accommodation,  visited  her  place  of  con- 
finement He  i^as  so  much  stsggered  at  the  mild- 
ness and  patience  with  which  she  seemed  to  endure 
her  confinement,  that  he  could  not  help  earnestly  re- 
esmmending  to  her  not  to  cross  the  threshold  oi  her 
loom  on  any  account  whatever,  until  Lord  Leicester 
ihonld  come,  **  Which,"  he  added,  **  I  trust  in  Ood, 
will  be  very  soon."  Ainy  patiently  promised  that  she 
weald  resupa  herself  to  her  fiite;  and  Foster  returned 
ts  his  hardened  companion  with  his  conscience  half- 
cased  of  the  perilous  load  that  weighed  on  it  "  I 
have  warned  her,"  he  said;  *'  surely  in  vain  is  the 
■are  set  in  the  sight  of  any  bird  1" 

He  left,  therefore,  the  Countess's  door  unsecured 
m  the  onimdA  and,  under  the  eye  of  Varney,  with- 


drew the  sapports  which  sustamed  the  foiling  trapb 
which*  therefore,  kept  its  level  position  mei«iy  by  & 
sll^r  adhesion.  They  withdrew  to  wait  the  issus 
on  the  ground-floor  adjoining,  but  they  waited  long  iti 
vai)].  At  length  V^mey,  atter  walkmg  long  to  and 
for.  with  his  face  muified  m  his  cloak,  threw  it  sudden- 
ly, hack,  and  exclaimed,  **  Surely  n^er  was  a  woman 
fool  enough  to  neglect  so  fair  an  opportutiity  of  es- 
cape!" 

*'  Perhaps  she  is  resolved,'*  said  Foster,  **  to  await 
her  husband's  return." 

•*  Troe!— most  true,"  sad  Vamey,  mehing  out, "  I 
had  not  thought  of  that  before." 

In  less  than  two  minutes,  Foster,  who  remained  be- 
hind, heard  the  tread  of  a  horse  in  the  courf-yard.  and 
then  a  whistle  similar  to  that  which  was  the  EarPs 
usual  signal:— the  instant  aAer,  thedoorof  thto  Coun- 
tess's chamoer  openedjand  in  the  same  moment  the 
trap-door  gave  way.  'There  was  a  rushing  sound— a 
heavy  foil— a  faint  groan— and  all  was  over. 

At  the  same  instant,  Varney  called  in  at  the  window, 
in  on  accent  and  tone  which  was  an  indescribable 
mixture  betwixt  horror  and  raillery,  "Js  the  bird 
caught  7— is  the  deed  doneT' 

"  0  God,  forgive  us  V*  replied  Anthony  Foster. 

"  Why,  thou  fool,"  said  Vamey,  "  thy  toH  is  ended, 
and  thy  reward  secure.  Look  down  into  the  vault— 
what  seestthouT' 

"  I  see  01^  a  heap  of  white  clothes,  like  a  snow-  % 
drift,"  said  Foster.  •'  O  Gtod,  she  moves  her  arni  T" 

"Hurl  something  down  on  her.— Thy  gold  afaeslt, 
Tony— it  is  a  heavy  one." 

**  yaraey,  thou  art  an  mcamate  fiend!"  replied 
Foster ;—   There  needs  nothing  more— she  is  pone  !** 

"  So  pass  our  troubles,"  said  Vamey,  entering  the 
room ;  I  dreamed  not  I  could  have  mimicked  the 
Earl's  caU  so  weU." 

"  Oh,  if  there  be  judgment  in  Hoaven,  thou  hast  de- 
served It,"  said  Foster,^*  and  wilt  meet  it !— Thou  hast 
destroyed  her  by  means  of  her  best  aflections— li  is  a 
seething  of.the  kid  in  the  mother's  milk !" 

"Thou  art  a  fanatical  ass,"  replied  Vamey;  "let 
us  now  think  how  the  alarm  should  be  given,— thtt 
body  is  to  remain  where  it  is." 

But  their  wickedness  was  to  be  permitted  no  Ion* 
ger ;— for  even  while  they  were  at  this  consultation, 
iVessiUan  and  Raleigh  broke  in  upon  them,  haviiig 
obtained  admittance  oy  means  of  Tider  and  Fostei^s 
servant,  whom  they  had  secured  at  the  village. 

Anthony  Foster  fled  on  their  entrance ;  and.  know« 
ing  each  comer  and  pass  of  the  intricate  old  house, 
escaped  all  search.  But  Vamey  was  taken  on  the 
spot ;  and,  instead  of  expressing  compunction  for  what 
he  had  done,  seemed  to  take  a  fiendish  pleasure  in 
pointing  out  to  them  the  remains  of  the  murdered 
Countess,  while  at  the  same  time  he  defied  them  to 
show  that  he  had  any  share  in  her  death.  The  des- 
pairing grief  of  TresinliaiL  on  viewing  the  mangled 
and  yet  warm  remains  of  what  haa  lately  been  so 
lovely  and  so  beloved,  was  such,  that  Raleis^  was 
compelled  to  have  him  removed  fit>m  the  place  by 
force,  while  he  himself  assumed  the  direction  of  what 
was  to  be  done. 

Vamey,  upon  a  second  exammation,  made  very  lit- 
tle mystery  either  of  the  crime  or  of  its  motives;  al« 
leging,  as  a  reason  for  his  fitmkness.  that  thou£^ 
much  of  what  he  oonfeased  ooidd  only  have  attached 
to  him  by  suspicion,  yet  such  suspicion  would  have 
been  sufficient  to  deprive  him  of  Leicester's  confi- 
dence^ and  to  destroy  all  his  towering  plans  of  am- 
bition. "  I  was  net  bom,"  he  said,  *^to  drag  on  the 
remainder  of  lifo  a  degraded  outcast,— nor  will  I  so 
die,  that  my  fote  shall  make  a  hoUday  to  the  vulgar 
herd." 

From  these  words  it  was  apprehended  he  had  some 
design  upon  himself,  and  he  was  carefully  deprived 
of  all  means  by  which  such  could  be  carried  into  ex- 
ecution. But  fike  some  of  the  heroes  of  antiauity,  he 
carried  about  his  person  a  small  quantity  of  sm^ng 
poison,  prepared  probably  by  the  celebrated  Deme- 
trius Alasco.  Having  swallowed  this  potion  over- 
night, he  was  found  next  morning  dead  in  his  cell  i 
nor  dkl  he  appear  to  have  suflerea  much  agony,  his 
countenance  presenting,  even  in  death*  the^aottual 
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'expression  of  sneering  sarcasm,  which  was  predomi- 
nant while  he  lived.  "  The  wicked  man,"  saith  Sciip- 
turt,  "  hath  no  bonds  in  his  death." 

The  fata  of  his  colleague  in  wickedness  wos  long 
unknown.  Cumnor  Place  was  deserted  immediately 
after  the  murder;  for.  in  the  vicinity  of  what  wascaif- 
ed  the  Lady  Dudley^s  Chamber,  the  domestics  pre- 
tended to  hear  groans,  and  screams,  and  other  super- 
natural noises.  AAer  a  certain  length  of  time,  Janet, 
hearing  no  tidings  of  her  fhther,  became  the  uncon- 
trolled mistress  of  his  property,  and  conferred  it 
with  her  band  upon  Wayland,  now  a  man  of  settled 
character,  and  holding  a  place  in  Elizabeth* s  house- 
hold. But  it  was  after  they  had  been  both  dead  for 
some  years,  that  their  eldest  son  and'heir,  in  making 
some  researches  about  Cumnor  Hal  I,  discovered  a  se- 
cret passage^  closed  by  an  iron  door,  which,  opening 
from  behind  the  bed  in  the  Lady  DudWs  Chamber, 
descended  to  a  sort  of  cell,  in  which  tney  found  an 
iron  chest  containing  a  quantity  of  gold,  and  a  human 
skeleton  stretched  above  it.  The  fate  of  Anthony 
Foster  was  now  manifest.  He  had  fled  to  this  place 
of  concealment,  fbrgetting  the  key  of  the  spring-lock : 
and  being  barred  from  escape,  by  the  means  ne  had 
used  for  preservation  of  that  gold,  for  which  he  bad 
sold  his  salvation,  he  had  there  perished  miserably. 
Unquestionably  the  groans  and  screams  heard  by 
the  domestics  were  not  entirely  imaginary,  but  were 
those  of  this  wretch,  who,  in  ois  agony,  was  crying 
lor  relief  and  succour. 

'  The  news  of  the  Countess*s  'dreadful  fate  put  a 
sudden  period  to  the  pleasures  of  Kenilworth.  Lei- 
cester retired  from  coun;  and  for  a  considerable  time 
abandoned  himself  to  his  remorse.  But  as  Vamey  in 
his  last  declaration  had  been  studious  to  spare  the 
character  of  his  patron,  the  Earl  was  the  object  ra- 
ther of  compassion  than  resentment  The  Q,ueen  at 
length  recalled  him  to  court ;  he  was  once  more  dis 
tinguished  as  a  statesman  and  favourite,  and  the  rest 
of  his  career  is  well  known  to  histoiy.  But  there  was 
■omethuig  retributive  in  his  death,  i(  according  to  an 


account  vcrf  generaHy  receivM,  it  took  plux'  fron 
his  swallowmg  a  draught  of  poison,  whidi  \f%M  ds^ 
signed  bj  him  Tor  another  person.* 

Sir  Hugh  Robsart  died  very  soon  afttor  his  dsag^ 
ter,  having  settled  his  estate  on  Tressiliaa.  But  lui- 
ther  the  prospect  of  rural  independence,  nor  the  pm- 
mises  of  favour  which  Elizabeth  held  out  t*  induM 
him  to  follow  the  court,  could  remove  his  profooDd 
melancholy.    WhetWer  hs  went,  he  seemed  to  m 


servants  who  formed  Sir  Hugh's  family  at  Lideoto 
Hall,  he  himself  embarked  with  his  fiAend  Raldgh  for 
the  YiiKinia  expedttion,  and,  young  in  years  but  old 
m  jnief,  died  before  his  day  in  that  fordgn  land. 

Of  inferior  persons  it  is  only  necessary  to  w/j  that 
Blount's  wit  grew  brighter  as  his  yellow  roses  faded; 
that,  doing  hjs  part  as  a  brave  commander  in  the 
wars,  he  was  much  more  in  his  element  than  during 
the  short  period  of  his  following  the  court;  and  thtt 
Flibbertigibbet's  acute  genius  raised  him  to  ftfonr 
and  distinction,  in  the  employment  both  of  Buriogh 
and  Cecil. 

•  In  a  eurioat  BMHnitorii«t  «op7  of  tha  iofbmwtioi  ffivcn  hj  ta 
JoDMo  tD  Drummond  of  HawUioraden,  u  abriafM  brSirXfl* 
bert  Sibbald,  teifmter'i  death  ia  aaeribed  to  poiian  adaiwMlw> 
adaaa  oovdial  br  l|ia  oauntaa*,  ta  wbam  ha  had  givaa  It,  Km* 
•entioff  it  to  ba  a  reatocativa  in  aaj  fbiamaai,  in  tha  hope  ifeit 
aha  hanalf  mi<ht  ba  cut  off  br  naioff  it  Wa  hara  alrea^r  fv- 
tad  JonMB'i  account  of  fill*  maritad  atnlca  of  retribatioB  at 
note,  p.  S.  of  iutrodaction  to  tha  naaeot  work.  It  nay  bt  hMi 
addod,  that  tha  fbUowif«  aatirieal  apitaph  on  LaieMiar  oeeua 
10  DnunmoDd'*  CoUacUooi,  but  ii  arWantlr  not  of  bii 
aitiont 


Htm  liaa  a  vaUant  warrioor. 
Who  aavardraw  a  tword ; 

Hfia  lias  a  nobia  eoartiar, 
Who  novar  kept  bia  word ; 

Baia  Uoi  tha  Eria  of  Leitlar. 
Who  govaroed.the  a«tat«a, 

~      LlhaearUir    •" 


rboin.thae 
Amnhfj 


-— .  earth  aould  naver  liviBf  Isvii 

Aoaltbf  juat  Haaran  now  faataT  ^ 


E:0  op  KENILWORTa 


THE    PIRATE 


Eothing  HI  him  •-—• 
It  doiE  niffer  a  ■ea-chanse. 
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INTRODUCTION  TO  THE    PIRATE. 


**  Oaotk  U,  tbara  Wa  t  dii|i.*' 

This  brief  preftee  inty  befln  nice  the  Ule  of  the  Ancient 
Mihoer.  miics  it  wm  on  •hip-boerd  that  the  author  aequired 
the  Terr  moderate  decree  of  local  knowledge  aod  informatioa, 
toita  of  peoplo  and  aocnerj,  which  he  has  endeavoured  to  em- 
body in  the  romanee  of  the  Pirate. 

In  ibe  summer  and  autumn  of  I8H,  the  author  wai  invltod  to 
Join  a  party  of  Commiirionert  for  the  Nortliem  Lifht-Honm 
Bmnee,  who  proposed  making  a  Toyage  round  the  eoatt  of 
Bootlaad,  and  through  iu  varieat  traupe  of  ielattda.  eMefiy  M 
the  parpoaa  of  seeing  the  eosditioo  of  the  maor  lighthooaaa 
oader  their  dir^Uoo,— edifices  so  important,  whether  regarding 
•hna  as  bene^oient  or  political  insfftutiont.  Among  the  com- 
ouMioom  wbo  manage  this  impormnt  publio  eoneero,  the 
sheri^  of  aacb  county  of  Scotland  whieh  borders  on  the  sea, 
holds  ex-offleio  a  place  at  the  Board.  Theso  gentlemen  act  in 
e*«y  leapeet  gratnitoaaly,  but  have  the  use  of  an  armed  yacht, 
well  ftiund  and  fitted  up.  when  they  choose  lo  visit  the  lights 
.    Aq  excellent  engineer,  Mr.  Robert  Stevenson,  is  at- 

to  Cbe  Board,  to  aflbrd  the  benefit  of  hik  profbstlonal 

adviea.  The  author  aeeompaaiad  this  expedition  as  a  guest ; 
for  Selkirkshire,  though  it  calls  him  SherilT,  has  not,  like  the 
kiofdem  of  Bohemia  ra  Corporal  Trim's  story,  a  seaport  in  its 
drcaiif  nor  its  magistmte,  of  eourse,  any  place  at  the  Board  of 
"-" '■ -^ * 1  of  little ""^ — 


til  were  old  and  intimate  friends,  bred  to  the  same  profesaios, 
and  disposed  to  aooommodate  each  oOier  in  every  poesible 

Tbs  nature  of  the  importaiK  buaiaeas  whieh  was  the  prisoipsi 
panowor  the  voyage,  was  eonneoted  with  the  amnseroentof 
visttiBf  the  leadins  objeeii  of  a  tmveller's  cariosity ;  for  the 
vri\4  cane,  or  rormida|>le  shelve,  whioh  requires  to  be  marked 


oat  \j  a  lighthouse,  is  generally  at  no  great  distance  from  the 
BMMt  aagnificent  soanery  of  rocks,  eaves,  and  billows.  Our 
tins,  tso,  was  at  our  own  disposal,  and,  as  most  of  ns  were 
fnsbwater  aeftort,  we  eouM  at  any  time  make  a  liiir  wind  out  of 
sAbI  one,  and  run  before  the  gale  in  Quast  of  soma  objeotof 
earioeity  whieh  lay  under  our  lee. 

With  theae  pwposea  of  public  utility  and  some  perebDal 
inaseL.ent  m  view,  we  left  the  port  of  Leith  on  tlif  Mth  July, 
If14,  ran  along  the  east  coast  of  Scotland,  viewing  its  diflbrent 
cariosities,  au>ed  over  to  Zetland  and  Orkney,  where  we  were 
some  time  detained  by  the  wonden  of  a  eouatry  which  dia- 
placed  BO  much  tiiat  was  new  to  us ;  and  having  seen  what  was 
enncrus  in  the  tFltima  Thule  of  the  ancients,  where  the  sun 
hardly  thought  it  worth  while  to  go  to  bed,  ainoe  his  rising  was 
It  this  season  so  early,  we  doubled  the  extreme  northern  termi- 
nation of  Scotland,  and  took  a  rapid  survey  of  the  Hebrides, 
whese  we  found  many  kind  firiends^  Them,  that  our  little  expe- 
dition might  not  waat  the  dignity  of  danger,  wa  were  fkvoored 
with  a  distant  jglimpee  of  what  was  said  to  be  an  American 
eraiser,  and  hadopportunity  to  consider  what  a  pretty  figure  we 
ehonid  have  madie  had  the  voyago  endt>d  in  our  bemg  carried 
captive  to  the  United  States.  After  viniting  tlie  romantle 
shores  of  Morven,  and  the  vicinity  of  Oban,  wo  made  a  ran  to 
the  coast  of  Ireland,  and  visited  the  Giant's  Csuaeway,  that  we 
might  compare  it  with  StaA,  whioh  we  had  surveyed  in  our 


-    At  length,  about  the  middle  of  September,  wa 
nvr  voyage  in  the  Clyde,  at  the  port  of  Greenock 

Aod  thus  terminated  our  pleasant  tour,  to  which  our  equlp- 
meot  gave  unusual  facilities,  as  the  ship's  company  could  form 
a  strong  boat's  crew,  indnpendent  of  tiioso  who  mirhi  be  lefl 
on  board  tlie  vessel^  which  peraiitted  us  the  freedom  to  land 
wherever  our  curiosity  carrieo  us.  Let  me  add,  while  reviewing 
for  a  moment  a  sunny  portion  of  my  life,  that  among  the  six  or 
seres  fyiends  who  performed  tiiis  voyage  togettier,  some  of  them 
dottbdem  of  difllMent  tastes  and  purauits,  and  remainina  for 
ovetal  weeiis  on  board  a  small  vessel,  there  n«vcr  occurred  the 
.  Irbtpst  dispute  or  disagreement,  each  seeming  anxious  to  sub- 
mit his  own  i«rticttlar  wishes  to  those  of  his  friends.  By  this 
nntual  accommodation  all  the  purpoaes  of  our  little  expedition 
were  obtained,  while  for  a  time  we  might  havu  adopted  the 
inds  of  Allan  Cunningliam's  fine  sea-song, 

"  The  world  of  v^lcn  wai  oar  boms, 
AnJ  merry  mm  were  we  i" 

Bot  sorrow  mixes  her  memorials  with  the  purest  remem- 
Dnnoes  of  pleasure.  On  retnming  from  the  voyoge  which  had 
proved  so  satisfactory,  I  found  tliat  fate  had  deprived  her  ooun- 
hy  HKMt  unexpectedly  of  a  lady,  qualified  to  adorn  the  high 
laak  which  iiha  held,  and  who  had  long  admitted  me  to  a  share 
•f  Iter  rjiendship.  The  subsequant  loss  of  one  of  those  corn- 
Mas  wlio  made  up  the  party,  and  he  Uia  moat  intimate  friend 


I  hsd  m  the  worid,  casta slss  its  ahale  on  rfteelleeliona  which 
but  for  these  erobittermoou,  would  be  otherwise  so  pleasing. 

I  may  here  briefly  observe,  that  my  bufinesa  in  this  voyage, 
ao  far  as  I  could  be  said  to  liavs  any,  was  to  endeavour  to  dia* 
cover  some  localities  which  might  be  useAil  in  the  "Lord  of 
the  Isles,"  a  poem  with  which  I  was  then  threatening  the  pub- 
lic, and  was  afterwards  printed  without  attaining  remarkable 
success.  But  as  at  the  same  time  the  anonymous  novel  of 
"  Waveriey"  was  making  its  way  to  popularity,  I  aliesdy 
augured  the  possibility  of  a  second  eflTort  In  this  department  of 
literature,  and  I  saw  much  in  the  wild  islands  ef  tna  Orknevs 
and  Zetland,  which  I  Judged  might  be 
gree  interesting,  phould  tJiese  lues 


in  the  higherttei 

^    „.  ^ ever  become  the  loeseof  4 

narrative  of  fleUtious  events.    I  learned  the  history  of  Gow  the 

'    '    '  ..    ■<   .      le  ssfatiaotof  a  note,  p.  agof  thii 

istonoe  was  by  a  trade  u  Ctvou 

to  marinen  at  Btromrftss.    Nothioj| 

thai  the  kindness  and  hospitality  61 


pirate  from  an  old  sibyl,  {ipi 
novel,)  whose  principal  subsl 
able  winds,  which  she  sold  to 


listonoe  was  by  a  trade  u  Ctvoui 
0  marinen  at  St  '     "  ' 

oooid  he  more  intarestisg  thai  the  kindness 
the  gentlemen  of  Zetiaad,  which  was  to  am  tlie  mora  affecting* 
as  several  of  them  had  been  friends  and  ooneapondeuU  of  my 


idneed  to  to  a  fanantien  or  two  fkrtberhaek,  to  lllid 

from  which  1  might  trace  the  features  of  tiie  old  Moi 

wegian  Udaller,  the  Scottish  gentry  having  in  general  occupie<* 
the  place  of  thai  primitive  nee,  and  their  language  and  pecn* 
liaritiea  of  manner  having  entirely  diaappanred.    The  only  diA 


ference  now  to  be  obaerved  betwixt  the  gentry  of  these  islasda, 
and  theae  of  Seotland  in  general,  is,  that  the  wealth  and  pro- 
perty Is  anore  eqsally  dividod  among  our  more  nortliera  eoun* 
trymen,  and  that  there  exists  among  the  rsaideot  proprieton  nc 
men  of  very  great  wealth,  whose  display  of  its  luxuries  might 
render  the  ethen  diseonteiited  with  their  own  lot.  From  me 
same  causa  of  feneml  siiuality  of  fortonea,  and  tlie  chaapneas  of 
living,  which  is  its  natural  consequence.  I  found  the  offlceia  of 
a  veteran  regiment  who  had  maintained  the  garrison  at  Fort 


Charlotte,  in  Lerwick,  discomposed  at  the  Idea  of  being  recalled 
from  a  country  where  their  pay,  however  inadoquale  to  the  ex* 
penaea  of  a  capital,  was  ftiUy  adequate  to  their  wants,  and  i( 


was  singular  to  hear  natives  of  merry  England  herself  regretting 
their  approaching  dspsriure  from  the  malanoholy  iatos  of  thi 
UlUma  Thule. 

Such  are  the  trivial  partieulan  attending  the  origin  of  thai 
publication,  which  took  place  several  vesn  later  than  ttis 
Sle  journey  f^om  whicli  it  took  its  nae. 

state  of  manners  which  I  have  introduced  in  the  rs- 

manoe,  was  necessarily  in  a  great  degree  imaginary,  thoSgl* 
Ibnnded  is  asmemaasurs  on  Slight  hinta^  which,  showing  wha* 
was,  seemed  to  give  reasonable  indication  of  what  noust  ena* 
have  been,  the  tone  of  the  society  in  theae  sequestered  but  in- 
tsaealiag  islanda 

In  one  mmect  I  was  judged  somewhat  hastily,  perhaps,  whea 
the  chsracler  of  Noma  was  pronounced  by  the  critics  a  mera 
copy  of  Meg  Merrilies.  That  I  had  fallen  short  of  what  I 
wiahed  and  desirtd  to  express  is  unouestionaMei,  otherwise  my 
object  could  not  have  been  so  widely  mistaken ;  nor  can  1  yet 
think  that  any  person  who  will  take  tlie  trouble  of  reading  the 
Pirate  with  some  attention,  can  fkil  to  trace  in  Noma,— Uie  vle- 
tim  of  remorsB  and  insanitv,  and  the  dupe  of  her  own  impo»< 
ture,  her  mind,  too,  flooded  with  all  the  wild  literature  and  ex- 
travagant  superstitions  of  the  north,— something  distinct  from 
the  Dumfries-shire  gipsy,  wheae  pretensions  to  supernatural 
powera  are  not  beyond  those  of  a  Norwood  prophetess.  The 
foundations  of  such  a  character  may  be  perhaps  traced,  though 
It  be  too  true  that  Uie  necessary  sdperatracture  cannot  have 
been  raised  upon  them,  otherwise  tliese  remarks  would  hive 
been  unnecessary.  There  Is  also  grett  improbability  m  tlia 
statement  of  Noma's  possessing  power  and  opportunity  to  im- 
pros  on  othera  that  belief  in  her  supernatural  gifts  which  dis- 
tracted her  own  mind.  Vet,  amid  a  very  credulous  and  ignorant 
population,  it  is  astonishing  what  suceom  may  be  attained  by 
an  impostor,  who  is.  at  the  same  time,  an  enthusiast  It  is  suen 
as  to  remind  us  of  tiia  couplet  whioh  assures  us  that 

**  The  plesMirt  if  •*  grt«t 

lo  being  chealad  u  lo  cheat" 
Indeed,  as  I  have  observed  elsewhere,  the  profeased  explana- 
tion of  a  talo,  where  appearances  or  incidents  of  a  puperoatural 
character  are  referred  to  natural  causes,  has  often,  in  tlie  wind- 
ing up  of  the  story,  a  degree  of  improbability  almost  equal  to 
an  absolute  goblin  narrative.  Even  tlie  genius  of  Jtf is.  Rac- 
eliflfo  eottld not  always  surmopnt  this  diflleulty. 

ABBOTsroRD,  laiJIsir,  IWL 


ADVERTISEMENT  TO  THE  PIRATE. 


THi  parroMof  the  fotlowinc  NanttlT*  w  to  giv»a  detailed 
•od  aceumte  aocount  of  certain  remarkable  ineidenia  wbich 
look  plaoe  in  the  Orknej  Ulande,  eoaoemiof  which  the  more 
Inperfect  tradltioni  and  mutilated  record*  of  the  coontrj  oolj 
leU  lie  ttie  follovrinf  erroaeou*  particulan :-« 

In  the  month  orjuiuarr,  17M— 5,  a  veeni,  called  the  Revenge, 
bearinff  twenty  large  gone,  and  tix  anaUer,  eonMnanded  by  John 
Qow,  or  Oom,  or  Smith,  came  to  the  Orkney  I«Iands,  and  wai 
dieeovered  to  be  a  pirate,  by  Tarioiu  aeti  of  insolence  and 
▼iliany  eonuntted  by  the  emw.  Theae  were  for  eenie  lime  sab- 
Bitted  10,  the  inhabitants  of  theee  remote  iilende  not  poageming 
ftrme  nor  mean*  of  reaiBtagce ;  and  lo  bold  waa  the  Captain  of 
theee  banditti,  tliat  he  not  only  oame  a«hore,  and  jave  dancing 
partiee  in  the  riWage  of  Stromneat,  but  before  hie  real  diameter 
WW  dtecoTered,  engaged  tlie  aflectjona,  and  received  tlw  troth- 
plight,  of  a  yoang  lady  poaeaeed  of  eome  property.  A  patriotic 
tediridna},  Jambi  Fba,  younger  of  Clettron,  fonned  the  plan  of 
•ecvring  the  buecenier,  which  he  eflbeted  by  a  Miztnre  of  con- 
rage  and  addren,  in  coneequenoe  chiefly  of  Gow*e  vensl  having 
gone  on  shore  near  tite  harbour  of  Caifeovnd,  on  the  If  land  of 
fide, not  ftr dictant flroma houM then  inhabited  by  Mr.  Fba.— 
'  In  the  varUraa  itratageme  by  which  Mr.  Fba  contrived  Anally, 
at  tlie  peril  of  hie  life,  (they  being  well  armed  and  desperate,) 
to  mike  the  whole  pimtee  hie  priaonera,  he  wae  modi  aided  by 
Mr.  Jambs  Laino,  the  grandfether  of  tlie  lale  Malcom  LAiMa, 
Esq.  the  acnte  and  ingenieos  historian  of  Scotland  during  the 
ITth  eentnry. 

Oow,  and  othera  of  his  craw,  snflbied,  by  sentence  of  the  High 
Cewt  of  Admiralty,  tbe  poniahinent  their  crimes  had  long  de- 
served. He  conducted  himaelf  with  great  audacity  when  before 
tbeCpdrt;  and,  from  an  account  of  the  natter  ly  an  eye- witnesa, 
leema  to  have  been  aubjeeted  to  »ome  unuaual  aeveriti|B,  in 
•tder  to  compel  him  to  plead.  The  words  are  theee  i  "  John 
Qow  we«ld  not  plead,  for  which  he  was  brought  to  the  bar,  and 
the  Judge  ordered  that  his  thumbs  abould  be  aqueeaed  by  two 
■icB,  With  a  vrhip-eord,  till  it  did  bjreak ;  and  then  it  ahould  be 
*mbled,tilt  it  did  again  break,  and  then  laid  threefold,  and 
tiMa  the  eiecutioneiB  rtwNiM  puU  with  their  whole  atrenglh  i 


which  eentanee  Oow  eodnred  with  a  great  deal  of  boMeam.  • 
Tbe  next  nommg,  (97th  Mar,  ms,)  vrhen  he  had  aeen  tha  te- 
rible  preparationa  for  pressing  him  tft  death,  his  ceuraga  gnt 
way,  and  he  told  the  Manhal  of  Court,  that  he  would  net  ban 
giveo  eo  much  troablehad  be  been  assured  of  not  being  faesfid 
in  chains.  He  was  then  tried,  coDdenaed,  and  eieeuied,  wj|h 
others  of  his  crew. 

It  is  aaid.  Uiat  the  lady  whoae  aflbetiona  Oow  had  eogagii 
went  up  to  London  to  eae  him  before  hie  death,  and  that,  all)^ 
ing  too  late,  ahe  had  the  oourage  to  request  a  sight  of  hiadaai 
body :  and  then,  touching  the  hand  of  the  eomse,  ahe  Itamally  !•• 
sumed  thetioth-plight  which  ahe  had  beatowed.  WitheetfOiH 
through  thia  eeremony,  ahe  could  not,  according  to  the  Bnp»  ' 
atition  of  the  country,  have  eacaped  a  viait  IV«m  the  gheatif 
her  departed  lover,  in  the  event  of  her  beatowing  upon  an/liviar 
anitor  the  fkith  which  she  had  plighted  to  t)w  dead.  Tbn 
part  of  the  legend  may  eerve  as  a  eurioua  commentary  en  da 
ftaw  Seottish  ballad,  which  beguu, 

*'  Tbers  eanfl  a  glMM  to  Margant**  doer,"  Aa. 

The  common  account  of  this  incident  fbnber  bears,  that  M» 
Fba.  tbe  spirited  individaal  by  whoee  exertions  Cow's  etraaraT 
iniquity  was  rut  abort,  waa  so  (kr  firom  receiving  any  mnri 
fhmi  Government,  that  he  could  not  obtahi  even  counttaaac* 
enough  to  protect  him  againat  a  variety  of  sham  auita,  itiHi 
against  htm  by  Newgate  sotiettora,  who  acted  in  the  ossm  af 
Oow,  and  othen  of  the  pimte  crew ;  end  the  Tarlooa  expand 
vexatioqa  proaeentions,  and  other  legal  coneeqiieneea,  in  wtkh 
his  gallant  exploit  involved  him,  ntlerly  ruined  his  fortune  mi 
his  fiunily  ]  making  liis  memory  a  notable  example  to  sD  irta 
shall  u  future  take  pirates  on  their  own  authority. 

It  is  to  be  supposed,  for  the  honour  of  Oborob  the  finl^ 
Government,  that  the  laat  circumstance,  aa  well  as  tha  datN 
and  other  particalars  of  the  commonly  received  story,  aie  iee^ 
curate,  since  tliey  will  be  found  totally  irreconcilable  with  tfa 
Ibllowtag  veradooa  narrative,  compiled  fh>m  materials  td  which 
be  tunseif  atone  has  bad  accem,  by 

Tkb  AumoR  or  wavbiixt 


THE    PIRATE. 


CHAPTER  L 

Tl«  Amm  had  eeued  f  ti  wintrr  roir, 
Hoane  <luh  the  billows  of  tiM  nt  t 

B«t  who  oa  Thale**  denrt  §hm% 
GilM,  Bav»  1  bunt  mr  harp  Ibr  ttwt 


TliAT  long;  Doirov^  and  irresular  iaUDd,  usually 
mSkd  Che  mamlflnd  of  Ztt\a.iidi  because  it  is  bf  far 
(ke  largest  of  that  AiehipelagOk  terminates^  as  is  well 
mown  to  the  marineri  who  navigate  the  stonny  seas 
which  surround  theThide  of  the  ancients,  in  a  cliff 
of  immense  height,  entitled  Sumbunh-Head,  which 
iswenis  its  bare  scalp  and  naked  sides  to  the  weight 
of  a  tremeodous  surge,  forming  the  extreme  point  of 
tilt  isle  to  the  south-east  This  loftjr  promontory  is 
ooDBtantlf  exposed  to  the  cunent  of  a  strong  and 
finious  tide,  which,  setting  in  betwixt  the  Orkney  and 
Z«Iand  lalude,  and  runnmg  with  foice  only  inferior 
to  that  of  the  Peatland  Frith,  takes  its  name  from  the 
headland  we  have  mentioned,  and  is  called  the  Roost 
of  Sumburgh ;  roo9t  being  the  phrase  assispied  in 
ihoae  ides  to  cuirents  of  this  description. 

On  the  land  side,  the  promontory  is  eoT^red  wiA 
ifaon  grass,  and  slopes  steeply  down  to  a  little  isth- 
Ba%  upon  which  the  sea  has  encroached  in  creeks, 
vlwh,  advancing  from  either  side  of  the  island^  /p-a* 
doailjr  work  their  Wav  forward,  and  seem  as  it  m  a 
fkan  time  they  would  form  a  junction,  and  altogether 
insoiate  Sumburgli-Head,  when  what  is  now  a  cape, 
win  become  a  lonelv  mountain  islet,  severed  from  ttie 
laainland,  of  which  it  is  at  present  the  terminating 
eitremity«.  # 

Han,  fwwever,  had  in  former  days  considered  this 
as  a  remote  or  unlikely  event ;  for  a  Norwegian  chief 
of  other  times,  or,  as  other  acconnts  said,  and  as  the 
name  of  Jarlshof  seemed  to  imply,  an  ancient  Earl  of 
the  Orkneys  had  selected  this  neck  of  land  as  the 
plaee  for  establisbing  a  mansion-house.  It  has  been 
long  entirely  deserted,  and  the  vestiges  only  can  be 
discerned  with  difficulty;  for  the  loose  sand,  borne 
00  the  tempestoous  gales  of  those  stormy  regions,  has 
ovnhfewn^  and  almost  buried,  the  ruins  of  the  build* 
iiijKs ;  but  in  the  end  of  the  seventeeth  century,  a  part 
ot  the  Earl's  msnaion  was  still  entire  and  habitaole. 
It  was  a  rude  buikiing  of  lon^^  stone,  with  nothing 
about  it  to  gratify  the  eye,  or  to  excite  the  anagina- 
tion ;  a  large  oU-fashioned  narrow  house,  with  a  very 
Meep  roof^  covered  whh  flags  composed  of  gray  sano- 
Mone,  would  perhaps  convey  the  beet  idea  of  the 
flaee  to  a  modem  reader.  The  windows  were  few, 
venr  small  in  aize,  and  distributed  up  snd  down  the 
miUing  with  ntter  contempt  of  regularity.  Against 
<he  mam  stmctnre  had  rested,  in  former  times^  cer- 
tain smaller  copartments  of  the  mansion-house,  con- 
taming  offices,  or  subordmate  apartmenta,  necessar 
&f  the  accommodation  of  the  Eari's  retainers  ani_ 
VMoiala.  But  these  had  become  ruinous;  and  the 
laftera  had  been  taken  down  for  fire-wood,  or  for 
odier  purposes;  the  walls  had  given  way  in  many 
sliees;  and,  tooonplete  the  devastation,  the  sand 
Bad  already  drifted  amongst  the  ruins,  and  filled  up 
what  had  been  once  the  chamben  they  contained,  to 
the  d^th  of  two  or  three  feet. 

Amtd  this  desolation,  the  inhabitants  of  Jarlshof 
Bad  contrived,  by  constant  labour  and  attentkm,  to 
keep  in  order  a  few  roods  of  land,  which  had  been 
eaoossd  as  a  garden,  and  which,  sheltered  by  the 
vails  of  the  house  itself;  from  the  relentless  sea-blast, 
produced  such  vegetables  as  the  climate  could  bring 
urdi,  or  rather  as  the  sea-gale  would  permit  to  grow ; 
far  thrse  triands  experienoe  eren  less  of  the  ligodr  of 


cold  than  is  enooontsred  on  the  mainhnd  of  Scot- 
land; but,  vnsheliered  by  a  waU  of  some  sort  or 
other,  it  is  scarce  possible  to  raise  even  the  most  ordi- 
nary culinary  vegeubles  t  and  aa  for  ahmbs  or  treeik 
they  ara  entirely  out  of  the  question,  such  is  the  force 
of  the  sweeping  sea-blast 

At  a  abort  distance  from  the  mansion,  and  near  to 
the  sea^beacfa,  just  where  the  creek  forms  a  sort  ei 
imperfect  harbour,  in  which  lay  three  or  four  fishing* 
boats,  theie  were  a  lew  most  wretched  oottagea  for 
the  inhabitants  and  tenants  of  the  townshb  of  Jart* 
shoC  who  held  the  whole  district  of  the  landlord  upon 
such  terms  as  were  in  those  daye  usually  granted  to 
peraons  of  thia  description,  and  which  of  course,  wep» 
hard  enough.  The  landlord  himaelf  resided  vpon  aa 
estate  which  he  possessed  in  a  mote  eligibks  atuation, 
in  a  diiierent  pert  of  the  island,  and  seldom  visited 
his  possessmns  at  Sumbuih-Head.  He  was  an 
boneat,  plain  Zetland  gentleman,  aomewhat  passion* 
ate^  the  necessary  result  of  being  surrounded  by  de- 
pendents ;  and  somewhatover-convivial  m  his  habits 
the  conseq[oence  perhaps,  of  having  too  much  time  a 
his  disposal ;  but  frank-tempered  and  ^i;enerou«  to  his  ^ 
people,  and  kind  and  hospitable  to  strangers.  He  was 
deacended  alaoof  an  old  and  noble  Norwegian  family  - 
a  circumstance  which  rendered  him  dearer  to  the 
lower  orders,  most  of  whom  are  of  the  same  race; 
while  the  lairds,  or  proprietors,  are  generally  of  Scot- 
tish extraction,  who,  at  that  early  period,  were  still 
considered  as  strangers  and  intruders.  Magnus  Troil, 
who  deduced  his  descent  from  the  very  Earl  who  was 
supposed  to  have  founded  Jarlshof;  was  peculisiiy  of 
this  opinion. 

The  preaent  inhabitants  of  Jsrlshof  had  experi- 
enced, on  several  occasions  the  kindness  and  good 
vrill  <tf  the  proprietor  of  the  territory.  When  Mr. 
Mertoun-'Such  was  the  name  of  thd  present  inhabi* 
tant  of  the  old  manaion—first  arrived  in  Zetland, 
some  years  before  the  st6ry  commences,  he  had  been 
received  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Troil  with  that  warm 
and  cordial  hospitality  for  which  the  islands  are  dia- 
tinguiahed.  'No  one  asked  him  whence  he  came^ 
where  he  was  gomg,  what  was  his  purpose  in  visiting 
so  remote  a  comer  of  the  empire,  or  what  was  hkdy 
to  be  the  term  of  his  stay.  He  arrived  a  t>erfeet 
stranger,  yet  was  instantly  overpowered  by  &  succes- 
sion of  mntatmns ;  and  in  each  boose  which  he  visited* 
be  found  a  home  as  long  as  he  chose  to  accept  it,  and 
lived  as  one  of  the  faimiy,  unnoticed  and  unnoticing, 
until  he  thought  proper  to  remove  to  some  other  dwell- 
ing. This  apparent  indifference  to  the  rank,  cha- 
racter, and  Quidiiies  of  their  guest,  did  not  ariae  from 
apathy  on  the  part  of  his  kind  hosts,  for  the  islanders 
had  their  full  share  of  natural  eurionty;  but  their 
delicacy  deemed  it  would  be  an  infringement  upon  the 
laws  of  hospitali^^  to  ask  que8tk)n8  which  then-  guest 
might  have  found  it  difficult  or  unpleasing  to  answer; 
and  instead  of  endeavouring  as  is  usual  in  odur  coun- 
tries, to  wring  out  of  Mr.  Mertoun  such  communica* 
tions  as  he  might  find  it  agreeable  to  withhold,  the 
conskierate  Zetlanders  contented  themselves  with 
esgerly  gathering  up  such  scraps  of  informatkm  as 
oould  be  collected  in  the  course  of  conversatioiL 

But  the  rook  in  an  Arabian  deaort  is  not  mora 
reluctant  to  sflbrd  vrster,  than  Mr.  Basil  Mertomi 
was  niggard  in  imparting  his  confidence,  even  inci- 
dentally; and  certainly  tho  politeness  of  the  gantry 
of  Thiue  was  never  put  to  a  mors  severe'  test  tha« 
when  they  felt  that  jgood-breeding  enjoined  them  *o 
abstain  from  inquinng  into  the  rtttiation  of  so  m)  ^ 
1  terious  a  penoaage. 


THE  PI^TE. 


[Citf.L 


AH  that  was  actually  known  of  him  waa  eaaQy 
■ammed  up.  Mr.  Mertoun  had  come  to  Lerwick, 
then  rieing  mto  aome  importance,  but  not  yet  ac- 
kAowledged  aa  the  pnncipal  town  of  the  island,  in  a 
Dutch  vessel,  accompanied  only  by  his  son,  a  hand- 
some boy  of  abbut  fourteen  years  old.  Vis  own  a^e 
might  exceed  forty.  The  Dutcl^  skipper  iottodiKed 
him  to  some  of  the  very  good  ftienas  with  whom  he 
used  to  barter  gin  and  gingerbrtod  for  little  Zetland 
bullocks,  smoked  geese^  and  stockings  of  lambswool; 


and  although  Memheer  could  only  ear,  that    

heer  Mertoun  had  bay  his  passive  like  one  gentl( 
mans,  and  hab  given  a  Kreitz-doUar  beaide  to  the 
craw,"  this  introdinction  served  lo  astabhah  itt  Dutch- 
lean's  passenger  in  a  respectaUa  cbde  of  aoQuahxt- 
anoes,  which  gradually  enlaiged,  as  it  appeared  that 
the  stranger  was  a  man  of  oonaideraliie  aoquiremeota. 
Thia  £soQVBry  was  mado  almost  per  /omj  tat 
Mertoun  was  as  unwilling  toqieak  upon  general  aub- 
koti^asvponhisownaflairs.  But  he  was  sometimes 
Iw  VBito  discussions,  which  showod,  as  it  wen  in 
■pite  of  bimselil  the  scholar  and  the  man  of  the  worU; 
abd,  at  other  times,  os  if  in  rsqoital  of  the  hospitality 
whioh  fae^ixpeneaoed,  ha  seemed  to  eompel  nmaelL 
against  his  fixed  nature  to  enter  into  the  aodety  of 
tfipsa  around  him,  especM^y  when  it  assumed  the 

Sve,  melancholy,  or  satirical  east,  whidi  best  suited 
temoer  of  his  own  mind.  Upon  such  oooasions, 
Zetuuiders  were  anivemaUy  of  opinion  diat  he 
QMist  have  had  an  exoeUent  education»  nesleeted  only 
m  one  atriking  pardcular,  namely,  that  Mr.  Mertoun 
aeare  knew  die  atem  of  a  ahip  frasa  the  stem:  and  in 
the  management  of  a  boat,  a  cow  could  not  be  more 
ignorant.  It  aeemed  astooishing  anch  gross  igno- 
rance of  the  most  necessary  art  of  uCb  (ia  the  Zetland 
Isles  a|  least)  should  subast  along  with  hia  acoom* 
yhshments  in  other  re^wcts;  but  so  it  waa. 

Unless  called  forth  m  the  manner  we  have  men- 
tioned,  the  habits  of  Baail  Mertoun  were  retired  and 
gloom V.  From  loud  mirth  he  inatant^  fled;  and 
even  the  moderated  cheerfiilness  of  a  friendly  party, 
had  the  invariable  efiect  of  throwing  him  into  deeper 
dcdeption  than  even  his  usual  demeanour  indicated. 

Women  are  always  particularly  desirous  of  investi- 
gating mystery,  and  of  alleviating  mebncholy,  ea- 
pecially  when  these  circumstances  are  united  in  a 
handsome  man  about  the  prime  of  life.  It  is  Dossible, 
therefore,  that  amongst  the  foir-hsired  and  une-ejred 
daughters  of  Thule  this  mysteiiooa  and  penave 
atranger  might  have  found  soms  one  to  take  upon 
herself  the  task  of  consolation,  had  ha  shown  any 
'w^illingnees  to  accept  such  kindly  offices;  but,  far 
from  doing  so,  he  seemed  even  to  shun  the  presence 
of  tho  sex,  to  which  in  oar  distresses,  whether  of 
mind  or  body,  wegenerally  apply  for  pity  and  eomforL 

To  these  peculiarities  Mr.  Mertoun  added  another, 
which  was  particularly  disagreoible  to  his  host  and 
principnl  patron,  Magnua  TroQ.  This  msgnato  of 
Zetland,  descended  by  the  fiither's  side,  as  we  have 


Nantt  was  specific  against  all  cares  and  afflictiona 
whatever.  These  were  remedies  to  which  Mr.  Mer- 
toun never  applied ;  his  drink  was  water,  and  water 
alone,  and  no  persuaaion  or  entreaties  could  mduoe 
him  to  tasto  any  atronger  beverage  than  was  aflbrded 
by  the  pure  sqnng.  Now  this  Magnua  Troil  oould 
not  tolerate;  it  waa  a  defianoe  to  the  ancient  north- 

alawB  of  conviviality,  which,  for  hia  own  part,  he 
80  ngidly  observsd,  that  alf  "^      *^  *- 


___, , I  he  was  wont 

to  aaaert  that  he  had  never  in  hia  life  aone  to  bed 
drunk,  (that  ia,  in  his  own  sense  of  the  word,)  it 
would  have  been  impossible  to  .prove  that  he  had  ever 
ssetgned  himself  to  slumber  in  a  stato  of  actual  and 
absolute  sobriety.  It  may  be  therefore  aaked.  What 
did  this  stranger  bring  mto  aodety  to  compenaate 
the  diaplcasure  given  by  his  austere  and  abatemiooa 
habiu  1  He  had,  in  the  first  place,  that  manner  and 
•Bll*importance  which  mark  a  person  of  some  conse- 
fusnce:  and  although  it  was  ooajectured  that  he 
oould  not  be  rich,  yet  it  was  oertainly  known  by  his 
sapendiiure  that  neither  was  he  abaolutely  poor.  He 
Bad,  besides,  some  powers  of  convamacioo»  whA  as 


we  have  already  hinted,  he  diose  to  exert  them,  and 
his  misanthropy  or  avereion  to  the  busiDenaDdia 
tercourse  of  ordinary  Iif(^  was  often  azpreeaed  in  tt 
antithetical  manner,  which  passed  for  wit,  whenbe(> 
ter  was  not  to  be  nad.  Above  all,  Mr.  Mertouo*! 
seeret  seesned  impenetrably  and  his  presence  had  al 
the  ntereat  of  a  nddla,  whidi  men  love  to  read  ovv 
and  over  becauae  they  cannot  find  oat  the  meanini 
ofit 

Notwithstanding  these  reoommendationB,  Mfftoin 
difiered  in  ao  many  material  pointo  from  hia  hoa^ 
that  after  he  had  been  for  aome  time  a  guest  at  ail 
principal  residence,  Magnus  Troil  was  aejneeabl 

prised  when,  one  evening  alter  thev  had  eat  two 

jn  absolute  silenoS}  drinking  brandy  and  vatar,-thal 
IS,  Magnus  drmkiug  the  alcohol,  and  Mertoun  tin 
element,--the  guest  asked  his  host's  permiaaioB  to 
occupy,  as  his  tenanti  this  deserted  mansioA  of  Jaii" 

shof,  at'Yhe  extremity  of  the  teiritory  called  r 

ness.  and  aitnated  just  beDeath    ._ 
"I  shall  be  handaomelyTid  of  him,**  < 

to  himael^  ^aad  hia  kul-joy  ^iaage  wi 

stop  the  bottle  ki  ite  round.  His  dapartnra  will  i# 
me  in  lemooa,  however,  for  his  mere  kiok  waafif 
sufficient  to  sour  a  whole  ocean  of  punch." 

Yet  the  kind-hearted  Zetlander j|eneroQfllyaB4» 
interestedly  remonstrated  with  Bir.  Mertoun  ottH 
solitude  and  inconveniences  to  which  he  wia  iM 
to  sobject  himself:  ** There  were  scarcdy,"  haoK 
"even  the  moat  necessary  articles  of  furniture  bW 
old  hoose— there  waa  bo  aodety  within  vnutj^m 
—for  provisbns,  the  principal  artida  of  food  WM 
be  aonr  8illock%  and  his  only  company  gollf ,  aif 
ganneta." 

"  My  good  friend,"  replied  Mertoun,  **  if  yra  codi 
have  named  a  circumstance  which  would  Tendenifi 
reeidence  more  eligible  to  me  than  any  other,  nv 
that  there  would  be  neither  human  luiwy  ner  hioag 
aodety  near  the  place  of  my  retreat;  a  .ahelter  fiw 
the  weather  for  my  own  head,  and  for  the  ho^t,  laan 
I  seek  for.  So  name  your  rent,  Mr.  Troil,  and  let  ■■ 
be  yoiu-  tenant  at  Jarisnot"  ^ 

*'^]lent1"  answered  the  Zetianderi  **why,^iiofliill' 
rent  for  an  old  home  which  no  one  naa  lived  inasiff 
my  mother's  time— God  rest  her !— and  as  for  a 
the  old  walls  are  thick  enough,  and  will  bear  s 
bang  yet  But,  Heaven  love  you,  Mr.  Mcru 
what  yon  are  propoaing.  For  one  of  us 
Jarlshof,  were  a  wild  scheme  enough ;  but  yoo,  % 
are  from  another  oountrv,  whether  English,  T  ' 
or  Irish,  no  one  can  teli*'-— 

"  Nor  does  it  grestly  matter,'*  aaid  Mertoun,  i 
what  abruptly. 

"Not  a  herring's  scale,"  anawersd  the 
"  only  that  I  like  you  dke  better  for  beingiK>  Sco(,  s 
trust  yov  are  not  one.  Hither  they  have  come 
the  cladc-geese— every  chamberiain  has  brooe^ta 
a  flock  of  hia  own  name,  and  hia  own  hatcfamg; 
what  I  know,  -and  here  th^  rooat  for  ever-  cai 
them  retoniing  to  their  own  barren  Highlandri 
Lowlands^  when  once  they  have  tasted  our  Zatlg 
vae9  and  locha.  No,  ti^ 
sat  ammation,  sf 

ilated  spirit,  whii 

at  the  same  dme  animated  hie  reaontnient  agan 
the  intruders,  and  enabled  him  to  endure  the  mo^ 


fym^  rsflection  which  it  enggssted,)— "No.  air,  i 
ancient  daya  and  the  genume  manners  of  mese  U 
ands  are  no  more ;  for  our  ancient  poasessorsj-^ 
Pateraons,  our  Fea&  our  Schlagbrennera,  our  Tfas 
bioms^  have  given  place  to  Giflorda,  Sootta,  Moud 
men  whose  namea  beapeak  them  «r  their  ancesM 
stnmgen  to  the  soil  which  we  the  Trails  have  ink 
bited  long  before  the  daya  of  Tuif-Eiaar,  who  ■ 
taught  theae  Idas  dbe  mystery  of  homing  peat  i 
fuel;  and  who  baa  been  handed  down  to  a  grald 
posterity  by  a  name  Which  reoords  the  discnvery.'i 
This  waa  a  subject  upon  which  the  potentate! 
Jarishof  was  usuqlly  vetr  difiiiae^  and  Mertoun  ^ 
him  enter  upon  it  with  pleasure,  becauae  he  knein 
should  not  be  called  upon  to  contribute  any  aid  to  I 
conversation,  and  mivit  therefore  mduJge  h»  w 
saturnine  humour  while  the  Norfraf$ian  Zedam 
dadaimed  on  the  ahange  of  times  and  inhaffltan 


ijowianaa^  wnen  once  tney  nave  tasti 
beeC  and  seen  our  bonnv  voea  and  la 
(here  Magnua  prooeeded  whh  great  i 
ping  from  tune  to  time  the  half-dilute 


^9^m 


ramRAK 


Dii, .  baw  probabM  it  w^  uat  m  anotli«r 
•Minr  aoarro  a  iM^k-78c«roa  «vcn  an  «ir«  of  land, 
mud  oe  in  the  posseaaion  of  the  Norse  inhabttania, 
Ihi  tna  Udallint  of  Zetland,''  ha  imM^tUad  the  eir. 
euMUunce*  of  hn  ffusafL  and  stopped  iiMlder)Jy  ahort 
*Ida  not  say  all  this,*'  ha  added,  intarrnDUiv  hka- 
idf^  **a9  if  I  were  unwilliiiff  that  you  should  settle  on 


■r  cMtab  Mr.  Hertoiuk— jSut  fi>r  Jariabof-^  plaoe 
i  a  wiid  oaa— Come  from  where  you  will,  I  warvant 

a  will  aaf,  like  other  travBUera,  yon  caina  from  a 
tr  climate  than  oars,  for  ao  aay  you  aH  And  yet 
jm  dunk  of  a  rstmat,.  which  the  very  aativea  run 
tvay  Irom.  Will  you  not  take  your  giaaa  TMThis 
vas  to  b»  Mmsifisred  aa  mtfiijeciiooal,h-**  then  Ima^a 

^MLjmfA  air,".anawerod  Mertoon,  *^  am  indif- 
■lant  to  dimata:  if  them  u^but  airenoqch  to  fill  my 
JBDA I  cara  ooi  if  u  be  thahnath  of  Arabia  or  of 

[TSr  enou^  you  may  haT^"  asaweied  UagDna, 
*noaick  of  that-oomawhat  ({unn  atrangerp  alleeps 
it  to  bo,  but  we  know  a  cofnotsre  tor  thair-Hers'a  to 

a  Mi.  Mertoipn— You  must  learn  to  <^  ao^  and  to 
Le apipef  and  then,  as  yqu  aay.  you  will  find  the 
wof^ZatlaadeoMaltothatofArahiiu   Buthavayou 
an  Jailaliof  1^ 
Jha  airugar  intimatad  that  ha  had  ndL 
"Tk^n  replied  Magnus^  "you  hare  no  idea  of 
^  jiiluQg.  If  ¥ou  think  \X  a  oomfortable  road- 
t  this,  with  the  bonae  aituaied  oo  the  side  of 
voe,t  that  brings  the  herringa  up  lo  your 
*     "^  heart.   At  Janahof  you 


dm  yoo  «sa  mumkao)  niy  ht 
witt  aaa  naughl  but  iha  wibl  w 
bare  vodca,  and  the  Booat  of  t 


fttntaaf  fiOaea  knotaarHboor.' 


waves  tumbling  on  the 
*  Sumbn^gh  running  at 

^ ^ for, 

^^1  sbe  nothina  at  least  of  the  ctmant  of  fan* 
Bsassmion^"  replied l^rtoun. 

**Taa  will  hear  nothing  but  the  clanging  and 
•cnsmingfl^acarta,  aheer-waier^  and  aaagiUla,  from 
inbreak  tiU  aunaet'^ 

"1  will  oompound.  my  (Hand."  replied  the  strtoger, 
"so  that  Ldo  npt  near  the  chattaring  of  women'a 

'^Ah,"  aaid  the  Norman,  **  that  ia  bacanae  you  hear 
joit  now  Qfty  little  llinna  and  Brenda  ainging  in  the 
nxacn  wtth,  your  Hoi^aunt.  Now,  1  would  rather 
fisten  to  their  little  yoioee,  than  the  akylaiic  which  I 
pnoe  heard  m  Caithnesa,  or  the  nightingale  that  I 
have  rmi  of.--What  will  the  giria  dolor  want  oi  their 
pUymaio  Hoidaunti" 

"^Tli^  will  shift  for  tbemaelvea,"  answered  Mar- 
toon  I  *^younger  or  elder  they  will  find  playmatea  or 
aupaa.~But  the  qusation  ia,  Mr.  Troil,  will  you  let  to 
n&  aa  jjour  ^nant,  thia  old  mansion  of  Jariahof  ?'* 

"^Gladly,  aiaoa.foa  make  it  your  optkm  to  live  in  a 
901  ao  deaolaia." 

"And  aa£>r  the  rent  T*  contanoed  Mertonn. 

"The  rent?"  replied  Magnus {  "hum— why,  you 
L  have  the  bit  of  jAanfU  crui»e,X  which  they  once 
^  a  garden,  and  a  right  in  the  seaihold,  and  a 
my  mark  of  land,  that  the  tenants  may  fish  for 
pm  r— eifl^t  luj^uM  of  butteiv  and  eight  ahiUinga 
•lerCng  yaarly,  la  not  too  much  T 

Mr.  ittertoun  agreed  to  terms  so  modemte^  and 
nom  .thanoefiir?rard  reaided  chieflx  at  the  solitary 
inDawn  which  we  have  described  in  the  beginning 
sf  this  chapteiv  con£)Tming  not  only  without  eom- 
Haint^  bat^  aa  it  seemed,  with  a  aullen  pleasure,  to  ail 
the  pnvauona  which  so  wild  and  desolate  a  simation 
inly  impoaed  on  ita  inhabitant. 


anati 

^fiad 


«9lM  UdaJlan  «ra  Om.  cBaiial^ } 


^ „_ . _j  Om  cBaiial  poianaon  of  Zefliad,  who 

Ittaeir  pnmmliun  eacter  tiio  old  Norw«f iao  law,  isMvi  of 
SM ftodo]  teBBVM JnUDdaoDd amoof  thsmftom acoltanL 
taalt-itatwldce. 

tftUdtorfroundferwjgtaMo  TIm  f flmat  earton  of  tlw 
•"Bill  J  permita  any  porwm,  who  hat  oecatioo  for  nich  «  eon- 
NoiMiiO.  to  Mioet  oot  or  the  rniendowd  moorland  a  unall 
paloh,  which  he  •orrounda  with  a  drratono  wall,  aod  callivatfla 

Ba^kail-nid,  till  ha exbaoacs  Uio soil  wiUieroppinf, awl  tlian 
a^^ It^aod  eneloaeaaiiotlMr.    Tliia  libwty  m  ao Car  ftvMi 


■hrriac  aa  iDviaiaa  of  the  rifhi  of  projirietor  and  teoaat,  Uiat 
■a  laaf  ihfrao  of  conlmapC  ia  mttnad  of  an  avarioiaua  bum, 
ste  a.ZaQafldoraarahe  woald  not  holda«te«<if  craiaf  of  hiaa. 
I A  liaiaiad  la  about  thirty  pounda  Enciiah.  and  the  ifalua  m 
■*«ifeo  by  Or.  Edaonaton  at  ten  ihiiliofa  aiarliaf, 


CHAPTER  IL 
'life  DAt  aione  the  aoeee   themeD.  Aaaahiio, 
The  man  fiwto  am^antiea  ia  Uiaae  wnd  waata^ 


And  naof Idy  Wad>Uar  aaaai  whi 
And  cmoother  waifoa  daajr  hua. 

Tub  few  inhabitanta  af  the  townahip  of  Jarlaho, 
had  at  first  heanl  with  alarm,  that  a  paraon  of  rank 
supenor  to  their  own  waa  eome  toreaide  in  the  raii^ 
opa  tcnemenL  which  they  atill  called  the  Caatlai  la 
those  daya  {Jbr  the  psasent  tmwa  are  greatly  altered 
fpr  the  better)  the  preeeneeof  a  8«>enoi\  in  aoch  • 
situation,  was  almost  certain  to  be  attended  with  ad- 
ditional bordena  and  eiaationa,  fsr  which,  under  one 
pretext  or  another,  feudal  euatoBM  fioniabed  a  thou- 
.apologies  By  each  of  thaas^  a  part  of  the  le* 
won  .and  precarioua  mofiia  waa  diTcrted 


for  the  vaa  of  their  powevfid  naii^ibour  and  auperior, 
the  tacksman:  aa  he  waa  callad.  Butthawb-tenanta 
apeedily  found  that  no  oppreaswa  of  thia  kind  waa  to 
be  apprehended  at  iha  handa  of  BaailMertovL  Hia 
own  means,  whether  largs  or  atnalL  weia  at  leaat 
nilly  adequate  to  his  expenses,  which,  so  far  aa  ra> 
garded  hia  habitaof  life,  wen  of  the  moat  frugal  do- 
Bcnptten..  The  luxudea  of  a  few  booka,  and  aoma 
iMiUoeopbical  mstiiimcnt%  with  which  he  waa  bud* 
pued  from  London  aa  occasion  ofiered,  seemed  to  indU 
Gate  a  dmee  of  wealth  unuaual  in  thoae  iaianda ;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  mble  and  the  aeoommodationa 
at  JarlshoA  did.not  exceed  what  waa  maintained  by 
a  Zetland  proprietor  of  the  moat  inferior  deaeription. 
.  The  leaanta  of  the  hamlet  troubled  themaalTea  very 
bttle  about  the  Quality  of  their  auperior,  aa  aoon  aa 
they  found  that  their  situation  waa  rather  to  be  meod- 


most  of  him  by  various  petty  irick»  of  overcharge  and 
extortion,  which  for  a  while  die  atranger  aubmitted  to 
with  the  moat  philosophical  indifierence.  An  inci- 
dent, however,  occurred,  which  put  hia  character  in  a 
new  light,  andefieckially  checked  all  future efibrta  at 
extravagant  impoeition. 

A  dispute  arose  in  the  kitchen  of  die  Castle  betwixt 
an  old  governante,  who  acted  aa  housekeeper  to  Mr. 
Mertoun,  end  Sweya  Erickson,  as  good  a  Zetlander 
aa  evtT  rowed  a  boat  to  the  haqf  fiantng ^^  which  dis- 
pute^ aa  is  usual  in  such  caaea.  waa  mamtained  with 
auch  increasing  heat  and  vociferation  aa  to  reach  the 
eara  of  the  master,  (aa  be  vraa  called)  who,  aecluded 
in  a  aoliiary  turret,  waa  desply  amptoyed  in  examining 
the  contenta  of  a  new  package  of  books  from  Lon-^ 
don.  which,  after  long  expectation,  had  found  its  way 
to  Hull,  from  thence  by  a  whaling  vessel  to  Lerwiclc 
and  so  to  Jarlahof.  with  more  than  the  usual  thrilU 
of  indignation  which  indolent  people  alwaya  feel 
when  roused  into  action  on  some  unpleaaant  occa- 
sion, Mertoun  deaoanded  to 'the  scene  of  conteat,  and 
ao  auddenly,  peremptorily,  and  atrictly,  inquired  into 
the  cause  of  the  disputei  that  the  parbea,  notwith- 
atanding  every  evaaion  whkh  th^  auempted,  became 
unable  to  disguise  from  him,  that  their  difiersnce  re- 
spected the  several  iniereats  to  which  the  honeat  go- 
vernante^ and  no  leea  honeat  fiaherman,  were  respect-  - 
ively  entitled,  in  an  overeharge  of  about  one  hundred 

St  cent  on  a  bargain  of  rock-cod«  purchased  by  the 
rmer  from  the  Utter,  for  the  use  of  the  famdy  aC 
JarhihoC 

When  thia  was  fairly  aacertainod  and  confeaapd, 
Mr.  Uertoun  atood  looking  upon  the  culprita  with  4 
eyes  in  which  the  utmost  scorn  seemed  to  contend 
with  awakening  paaaion.  "  Hark  you,  ye  old  hag," 
said  he  at  length  to  the  houaekeeper,  ^*  avoid  my  houaa 
this  uistantJ  and  know  that  1  diamiaa  you,  not  for 
being  a  liar,  a  thieA  and  an  ungrati£irqnean,—lbr 
these  are  ciuahtiee  aa  proper  to  you  aa  your  name  oi 
woman,— but  for  daring,  in  my  houae,  to  scold  above 
your  breath.^And  fer  you,  you  raacal,  who  suppose 
you  mav  cheat  a  atmnger  aa  you  would  JUntn*  a 
whale^  know  that  1  am  wall  acquainted  with  tha 

•  i  a.  The  doep-aea  flahiaf .  ia  diatiaetioa  to  tiwt  whieh  is 
pnictiped  alone  ahorab 

«  The  operation  of  alieinf  the  blabber  ftoai  the  beoea  of  ths 
whale,  ia  ealled,  tecliaically,  JUneMng. 


THBmufn. 


rights  which,  by  ddegatton  from  ] 


,  I  can  ezerciBa  over  you,  if  I  will    Provoke  me 

to  a  certain  0itch,  and  you  ahall  learn,  to  your  ooet,  I 
can  break  vour  rest  as  easily  as  voa  can  intermpt  my 
Idtnrs.  I  Know  the  meaning  ottcoL  and  wame,  and 
uiwUlun^  and  hagairf^  and  eveiv  other  exaction,  by 
irhich  your  lordi^  in  ancient  ana  modem  dayii  have 
wioilg  your  frithera;  nor  is  there  one  of  you  that 
sIiaU  not  rue  the  day  that  you  could  not  be  content 
with  robbing  me  of  my  money,  but  must  also  break 
Bi  on  my  ieisore  with  your  atrocious  northern  cla- 
McJur,  that  rivals  in  discord  the  screaming  of  a  flight 
•f  Arodc  gullsi" 

Nothing  better  occurred  to  Sweyn,  fa)  answer  to 
fits  objurgation,  than  the  referring  a  humble reonest 
that  his  honour  would  be  pleased  to  keep  the  cod-fish 
without  tmyment  and  say  no  more  about  the  matter; 
but  by  this  time  Mr.  Mertoun  had  worked  up  his  pas- 
sions mto  an  ungovernable  ngs,  and*with  one  hand  he 
flirew  the  money  at  the  fisherman's  head,  while  with 
the  other  he  pelted  him  out  of  the  apartnlent  with 
liis  own  fish,  which  be  finally  flung  out  or  doors  after 
lihn. 

Then  was  so  mnch  of  appallmg  and  tyrannic  fiiry 
In  the  stranger's  manner  on  this  occasion,  that  Sweyn 
neither  stopped  to  collect  the  money  nor  take  back 
liis  commodity,  but  fled  at  a  precipitate  rate  to  the 
small  hamlet,  to  tell  his  comrades  that  if  they  pro- 
voked Master  Mertoun  any  farther,  he  would  turn  an 
absolute  Pate  Stewart*  on  their  hand,  and  head  and 
hang  without  dthsr  ludgment  or  mercy. 

Hither  also  came  the  oiscaided  housekeeper,  to  con- 
sult with  her  neighbours  and  kindred  (for  she  too  was 
'  a  native  of  the  village)  what  she  should  do  to  regain 
the  denrable  situation  fsotn  which  she  had  been  so 
suddtoly  expelled.  The  old  Ransellaar  of  the  village, 
who  had  the  voice  most  potential  in  the  deliberations 
of  the  township,  after  bearing  what  had  happened, 
im>nounoed  that  Sweyn  Rrickson  had  gone  too  far  in 
raising  the  market  upon  Mr.  Mertoun ;  and  that  what- 
ever pretext  the  tacksman  might  assume  for  thus  giv- 
ing way  to  his  anger,  the  real  srievanee  must  have 
bfen  the  charging  the  rock  cod-fwh  at  a  penny  mstead 
Tf  a  half-penny  a-pound  {  he  therefore  exh9rted  all 
the  community  never  to  raiss  their  exaotkms  in  future 
beyond  the  proportion  of  threepence  upon  the  shilling, 
at  which  rate  their  master  at  the  Castle  could  not 
f«aaonably  be  expected  to 
disposed  to  do  them  no  I 


IOM.IIII 


f«aaonably  be  exnected  to  grumble,  since,  as  he  was 
disposed  to  do  them  no  harm,  it  was  reasonable  to 
think  that,  in  a  moderate  way,  he  had  no  obiection  to 
A^  •!».».  ».»^     "And  three  upon  twelve^"  said  the 

id  moderate 


little  iror  yon,  bat  yon  may  do  aoilietfahig  9k  yootdl 
My  fathei's  jiasmi  resembles  the  fitry  sf  tnoseiai 
cient  champions^  thoss  Berserkorsy  you  sing  mil 
about'* 

**  Ay,  ay,  flsh  of  my  heart,*'  replied  dn  old  woi 
with  a  pathetie  tHiine  %  "  the  Berserkan  were  ' 
pions  who  hved  before  the  blessed  days  of 
Olaver  and  who  used  to  run  like  msdmen  on  a., 
and  spears,  and  harpoons,  and  muskett,  and 
them  all  into  pieces,  as  a  finner*  would  go  tbnw 
hening-nst,  and  thai,  when  the  fiur  went  oflj 
were  as  weak  and  imstable  as  water!''t 

**  That's  the  very  thing,  SwerthiL"  said  Moi 

Now,  my  father  never  ukes  to  think  of  his  paseion  S 
tor  it  is  over,  and  isso  much  of  a  Beraeriutr,  that,  let  Ui 
be  desperate  6s  he  will  to-day,  he  will  not  care  i ' 
it  to-morrow. '  Therefore^  he  nas  not  filled  up 
olace  in  the  household  at  (be  Castle,  and  not  a  m 
ml  of  warm  fcod  has  been  dressed  thero  mioe. 
went  away,  and  not  a  morsel  of  bread  baked,  but  «•  | 
h^vs  hved  just  upon  whatever  cold  thing  csim  to 
hand.  Now.  Swertha,!  willbeyourwarrem,thitif 
yon  go  boldly  up  to  the  Casde,  and  enter  upon  tht 
discnaige  of  yoor  duties  as  usual,  yon  will  never  kv 
a  single  woid  flx>m  him." 

Swortha  hesitated  at  first  to  obey  tins  bold  ooosmI 
She  said,  *'to  her  thinking,  Mr.  Mertoun,  when  b 
was  angry,  looked  more  like  a  fiend  than  anvBenv- 
ksrof  them  all;  that  the  fire  flaahed  flvrnmaem 
and  the  foam  flew  tioxa  his  lips{  and  that  it  would ki 
a  plain  tamptmff  of  Providence  to  put  herself  again  ■ 
such  a  ventare." 

But,  on  tho  encouragement  which  she  reedvedfimi 
the  son,  she  determined  at  lengUi  once  more  to  lici 
the  parent;  and,  dressing  herself  in  her  oidioDT 
household  attire,  for  so  Mordannt  paruculaily 
mondod,  she  slipped  into  the  Castle,  and  pr 
resuming  the  various  and  numerous  ooci^--.^ 
which  devolved  on  her,  seemed  as  deeply  engaged  n 
household  cares  as  if  sno  had  never  been  outof  offlce 

The  fint  day  of  her  return  to  her  doty,  Swcfjb 
of  her  master  hn 


made  no  appeoranoe  in  presence  / 


neiLi 


^  do  thom  good.    "And  three  upon  twelve,"  said  the 

experienced  Rancellaar.  ^'is  a  decent  an( 

profit,  ^hd  will  bring  vnth  it  Ood's  blessing  and  Saint 
Ronald's." 

%  Proceeding  upon  the  taiifr  thus  hidickmslv  recom- 
mended to  them,  the  inhabitants  ot  Jarlshot  cheated 
Menoun  in  future  only  to  the  moderate  extent  of 
twenty-five  per  cent;  a  rate  to  which  all  nabobs, 
army-con  tractors,  speculatonin  the  funds,  and  others, 
whom  recent  and  rapid  sueoess  hhs  enabled  to  settle 
in  tho  countfv  upon  a  great  scale,  ought  to  submit,  as 
very  reasonable  treatment  at  the  hand  of  their  rustic 
neighbours.  Mertoun  at  least  seemed  of  that  opinion, 
for  ne  gave  himself  no  farther  trouble  upon  tho  sub- 
JBCt  of  nis  household  expenses. 

The  conscript  fathera  of  Jarlshof,  having  settled 
their  own  roatterst  took  next  under  their  considera- 
tion the  case  of  Swertha,  the  banished  matron  who 
had  been  expelled  from  the  Castle,  whom,  as  an  ex- 
perienced and  usefol  ally,  they  were  highly  desirous 
to  restore  to  her  oflkoe  of  housekeeper,  should  that  be 
found  possible.  But  ss  their  wisdom  here  failed  them, 
Swertha,  in  demaff,  had  recourse  to  the  good  offices 
of  Mordaunt  Mertouii,  with  whom  aho  had  acquired 
some  fovour  by  her  knowledge  in  old  Norwegian 
ballads,  and  dismsl  Ules  concerning  the  Trows  or 
Drows,  'the  dwarfo  of  the  Scalds,)  with  whom  soper^ 
sqtious  eld  had  peopled  many  a  kinely  cavern  and 
brown  dale  in  Dnnrossnesk  as  m  every  other  district  of 
ZAUand.    "Swerths,"  said  the  youth,  *'l  can  do  but 

*  mmnvan  vnhMf  Patrick  StAvrart.  Ceil  (^  Orkney, « 

•BBMl  for  tyranny  and  oppraMion  practind  on  tha  inhabit] 

«r  UMMa  laaiota  lalaodi,  in  tiia  Ucwaisf  of  Uia  favantsaaUi 
oaatory. 


trusted  that  aAer  his  three  days'  diet  on  cold 
hot  dish,  dressed  with  the  best  of  her  shnple  ski 
introduce  her  favourably  to  his  recollection. 
Mordaunt  had  reported  that  his  father  had  takwM 
notice  of  this  change  of  diet,  and  when  she  bern 
observed  that  in  passmg  and  repassing  him  occaMt* 
ally,  her  appearance  produced  no  efiect  upon  htfin* 
gular  master,  she  began  to  imagine  that  the  wdm 
afioir  had  escaped  Mr.  Mertoun^s  memory,  and  wii 
active  in  her  duty  as  usual.  ^  Neither  was  she  con- 
vinced of  the  contrary  until  one  day,  vrhen,  happen* 
mg  somewhat  to  elevate  her  tone  m  a  diqmte  wim 
the  other  maid-servant,  her  master,  who  at  that  USM 
passed  the  place  of  contest,  eyed  her  with  a  strong 
glance,  and  pronounced  the  single  word,  Remtmbvf 
m  a  tone  which  taught  Swertha  the  government  w 
her  tongue  for  many  weeks  after. 
If  Mertoun  was  whimswal  in  his  mode  of  govern' 

as  his  household,  he  seemed  no  less  so  in  his  planoi 
ucating  his  son.  He  showed  the  youth  Iwt  few 
symptoms  of  parental  aflection ;  yet,  in  his  onfinuT 
state  of  mind,  the  improvement  of  Mordaunrsedng- 
tM>n  seemed  to  be  the  utmost  object  of  his  hfe.  B^ 
had  both  books  and  information  sufficient  ^  dii' 
charge  the  Usk  of  tutor  m  the  oidmary  branches  fli 
knowledge!  and  in  this  capacity  was  regular,  eaUfli 
and  strict,  not  to  say  severe,  in  exacting  fitmi  bil 
pupQ  the  attention  necessary  for  his  profiting.  M 
in  the  perusal  of  history,  to  which  their  attennon  wii 
fivquently  turned,  as  well  as  in  the  study  of  cUMO 
sothors,  there  often  occurred  facts  or  sentimettti 
which  produced  an  instant  efiect  upon  Mertowi 
mind,  and  brought  on  him  suddenly  what  Swertha, 
Sweyn,  and  even  Mordaunt  came  to  distinguish  H 
the  name  of  his  dark  hour.   He  was  aware^  in  At 


f  Tha  tan*  oftba  Boaldi  Br»  fbll  of  dsMripfioM  oTM 
dMoipioat,  and  do  not  permit  m  to  doobi  thai  Iha  Bmmtg, 
•o  eallad  fhmi  flfhtinr  withont  anoottr,  OMd  mam  pnjM 
meant  of  woikiof  themrahrai  into  a  Ibaay,  darint  wbien  vir 
powcwad  tba  •trenfth  and  anergy  of  wndniifc  Tin  uam 
warrlMB  aia  vail  known  to  do  tba  mum  by  dbt  of  aytan  «• 


c^p.  n.] 


THBPIEATS. 


BmlcaM,  of  its  B|ypn>ach,  arid  rotreated  to  an  inner 
9VtiiKDi,  ioto  which  he  noTer  permitted  even  Mor- 
diunt  to  enter.  Hero  he  would  abide  in  secluaion  tor 
ipifg,  and  even  weeks,  only  coming  out  at  uncertain 
iiaa,  to  uke  snch^iood  as  ihey  had  taken  care  to 
kve  within  his  reach,  which  he  used  in  wonderfully 
■ill  qoantities.  At  otlier  timeab  and  especially  dur- 
rn  (ha  winter  solstice,  when  almost  every  person 
I  ^nd»  the  doomy  time  within  doors  in  feastinfc  and 
IIHriment,  uiis.unnappy  man  would  wrap  himself  in 
idtfVooloarad  sea-cloak,  and  wander  out  alons  the 

E  beach,  or  upon  the  desolate  heath,  indulging 
a/{ioomyand  wayward  reveries  under  thein- 
i  wy,  the  rather  that*  he  was  then  most  aure 
!li«nuler  uoeneoanteied  and  unobeerved. 
I  ii  Mordaont  grew  older,  he  learned  to  tiote  the 
ineQlir  ngns  which  preceded  these  fits  of  gloomy 
iipoDiieney,  and  to  direct  such  precautions  as  might 
ittans  his  nofortunate  parent  from  ill-dmed  inter- 
ftm,  (viiidi  had  always  the  effect  of  driving  him 
pftrir^wkile^  st  the  same  time,  full  provision  was 
pi/it  m  his  subsistence.    Mordaunt  i^erceived  that 
asKh  peiiods  the  melancholy  fit  of  his  father  was 
may  {noboged.  if  he  chanced  to  present  himself  to 
wefos  whit  the  dark  hour  was  upon  him.    Oat  of 
mei.tMbre,  to  his  parent,  as  well  as  to  mdulge^ 
mmuiaebre  exercise  and  amusement  natural  to 
VMmtf  life,  Mordaunt  used  often  to  absent  him* 
^■■IptiMr  fit>m  the  mansion  of  Jarishofi  and 
•Hi  the  diattict,  secure  that  his  father,  if  the 
flRriisssed  away  in  his  absence,  would  be  little 
"^  to  iniuire  bow  his  son  had  disposed  of  his 
» that  he  was  sure  he  had  not  watched  his 
momenis ;  that  being  the  abject  on  which 
~     the  utmost  jealousy, 
-p  ^_^  therefore,  all  the  souroes  of  amuse- 
«BKh  the  country  afforded,  were  open  to  the 
'\SbrtDun,  who,  m  these  intervals  of  his  edu- 
iiBd  an  opportunity  to  give  full  scope  to  the 
I  of  a  bold,  active,  and  daring  character.    He 
^«jy  eqgagsd  with  the  youth  of  the  hamlet  in 
Vde^wrate  sports,  to  which  the  ** dreadful  trade 
to  samphire-gatherer''  is  like  a  walk  upon  level 
M-~ofteii  jomed  those  midnight  excursions  upon 
■^  of  the  giddy  cliffs,  to  secure  the  eggs  or  the 
-.«  wesea-fowl ;  and  in  these  daring  adven- 
oapnved  an  address,  presence  of  mind,  and  ac- 
r  wfticn,  m  one  so  young,  and  not  a  native  of  the 
try.  astonished  the  oldest  fowlers.* 
MMf  times,  Mordwnt  accoropanidd  Sweyn  and 
rfiiharmen  in  their  long  and  perilous  expeditions 
»aistaot  and  deep  sea.  learning  under  their  di- 
«  tke  management  of  the  boat,  in  which  they 
»«r^ceed,  perhaps,  say  natives  of  the  British 
*.   This  exercise  had  charms  fiar  Mordaunt, 
iiodenuy  of  the  fishing  a}on& 
Iwiatuiie,  the  old  Norwegian  sagas  were  much 
■mwred,  and  often  rehearsed,  by  the  fishermen, 
[m  preserved  among  themsefves  the  ancient 
F  toegufc  which  was  the  speech  of  their  fore- 
m  In  the  dark  romance  of  those  Scandinavian 
»«y  wudi  that  was  captivating  to  a  youthful 
[tad  the  classic  fables  of  antiquity  were  rivalled 
u  Dot  excelled,  in  Nordauni's  opinion,  by  the 
legends   of    Beraerkars,   of  Sea-kinas.   of 
gun(&  and  sorcerers,  which  he  heard  from 
Zailandera.    Often  the  scenes  around  him 
led  as  the  localities  of  the  wild  poems, 
recited,  half  chanted  by  voi'xse,  as  hoarse, 
»JoikL  as  the  waves  over  which  they  floated, 
oat,  the  very  hny  on  which  they  sailed  as  the 


h%n 


rlf  a  bloody  sea-fight ;  the  scarce  seen  heap  of 
|that  bfiatled  over  the  projeeting  cape,  as  (he 

ttstle,  of  some  potent  earl  or  noted  pirate; 

^im  and  solitary  gray  stone  on  the  lonely 
uuikmg  the  grave  of  a  hero;  the  wild  cav- 


Modcatt,  ItowAvsr,  MmetlmM  occur.  When  I  vf. 
.^.Ua  io  ISU,  a  poor  lad  of  foartean  had  been 
Ma  fmm  cbo  roclu  «b«»ut  •  forini^hl  terora  our  ar- 
taeeident  happHned  alraod  within  uiBhl  of  hu  mo* 
'pm  ewims  lioat*  at  no  creat  diatanoa.  The  body 
*■».  notf  wfta  seen  no  more.  But  tlie  itlandera  ae- 
^haouumblo  mude  of  deaUi  i  and  an  Uie  ebUdrcn 
RMetioe  of  eli'pbaac  veqr  oartr  f«w«r  tceidouta  occur 


em.  up  which  the  sea  roUed  in  heavy,  broad,  and  un- 
broken billows,  as  the  dwelling  of  some  noted  sor- 
ceress.* 

The  ocean  also  had  its  mysteries,  the  effect  of  which 
was  aided  by  the  dim  twilight,  through  which  it  was 
imperfectly  seen  for  ^  more  than  half  tha  vear.  Its 
bottomless  depths  and  secret  caves  contained,  accord- 
ing to  the  account  of  Swey;i  and  otherat  skilled  in 
le^iendary  lon^  auch  winders  af  modem  navigatora 

Xt  with  disdain/  In  the  quiet  moonlight  bay, 
e  the  wavea  came  rippling  to  the  shore,  upon  a 
bed  of  amooth  aand  intermingled  with  ahellsi  the 
mermaid  was  still  seen  to  glide  along  the  waters^  and. 
mingling  her  voice  widi  the  sighing  oreeze,  waa  often 
heard  to  sing  of  subterranean  wonders,  or  to  chant 
proohecies  of  future  events.  The  kraken,  that  hugsst 
of  living  thinga,  was  still  supposed  to  cumber  the 
of  the  Northern  Ocean;  and  often,  when 


aome  fe^-bank  covered  the  sea  at  a  distance,  the  eve 
of  the  experienced  boatmen  saw  the  horns  of  the 
monstrous  leviathan  walking  and  waving  amidst  the 
wroatha  of  mist,  and  bore  away  with  all  press  of  oar 
and  Bail,  lest  the  sudden  suction,  occasioned  by  the 
sinkitie;  of  the  monstrous  mass  to  tlie  bottom,  should 
drog  within  the  grasp  of  its  multifarious  feelera  his 
own  frail  skifi*.  The  sea-snake  waa  also  known, 
which,  arising  out  of  the  deptha  of  oceai^  stretches 
to  the  akies  hia  enormous  neck,  covered  with  a  mane 
like  that  of  a  war-horse,  and  With  its  broad  glittering 

*  Near  the  eoneiuaion  of  Ui'ia  chapter  it  ia  noticed  thai  theoM 
Norwepiaa Mt«a werapraeervod  and oHen reiioaled bf  the fiatif 
ernien  of  Orkney  and  SSetland,  while  tliat  lanfiufc  was  not  vet 
4iuite  forgotten.  Mr.  Baikie  of  Tuikerneaa,  a  moat  respectable 
inhabitant  of  Kirkwall,  and  aa  Orkney  pepfiriotor,  eaaured  me 
of  Uie  following  euriona  fact,  # 

A  clergyman,  who  was  not  lonf  deeeosed,  lenMoibeietf  well 
when  aome  remnanu  of  the  Norse  were  still  spoken  in  Uie  island 
called  North  Ron.ildshaw.  When  Gray's  Ode,  entitled  the 
"  Fatal  8i«tera,"  was  (lust  pablt«lied,  or  at  least  (list  reached  that 
remote  island,  tlia  reverend  nnUemau  had  Uie  well-iudffd  cu- 
riosity to  read  it  to  sonie of  lli#  old  persons  of  Uie  iustas  a 
poem  which  retarded  the  history  of  Uieir  own  country.  They 
lisieoed  with  ffreai  attention  to  the  preliminary  staaxasi— 

**  Now  Uie  storm  begins  to  loor. 
Haste  the  loom  or  hell  prepare, 

Iron  sleet  of  arrowy  shower 
HurUea  in  the  daiken'd  air.** 
thev  had  hoard  a  vefaeor  two  more,  ther  iatermpted 
un>  .w»«.,  telling  him  tliey  knew  the  aoog  well  in  the  Nors»la»>* 
guage,  and  had  often  sung  it  to  hire  when  he  asked  Uiem  for  as 
old  song.   They  called  it  the  Magicians,  or  the  Enchanirosaes.  ft 
would  have  been  singttlar  news  to  the  oieirant  translator,  wfien 
executing  his  veisioofrom  the  text  of  BarUioiine,  to  have  learned  # 
Uiat  tiie  Norse  original  was  still  pnawnred  by  tradition  iu  a  re- 
mote corner  of  tlie  British  dominions.    The  circumstances  will 
probably  jiAtify  what  is  said  In  the  text  concerning  tlio  tradttiims 
of  the  inhabitanu  of  tboee  remote  isles,  at  tlie  begtmiing  uf  the 
oirhteenlh  century.  ' 

Even  yet,  though  tlw  Norse  language  is  entirely  disused,  ex- 
cept in  Bo  hr  as  particular  words  and  phrases  are  still  retained, 
tliese  Ashevs  of  tJte  Ultima  Thule  are  a  teneraii<in  mudi  attarlied 
to  niese  aocieot  legends.  Of  Uiis  the  author  learned  a  singular 
instanoo: 


But  when 
Uie 


tlte  lusolution  of  tmveraing  those  wild  i'slaodf  ^  here  he  stt|»-  * 
posed  the(b  might  be  a  lack  of  reltgiotu  instrueuon,  which  he 
believed  himself  capablo  of  supplymg;  After  being  some  days 
at  ma  m  an  open  boat,  ho  arrived  at  Nortli  Konaldsliaw,  where 
his  appaaranoe  excited  grant  speculation.  He  was  a  ver)  little 
man,  dark-complexioned,  and  from  the  fatigue  he  bad  suntained 
in  removiiic  from  one  island  t6  another,  appeared  before  lliem 
ill-dressed  and  unshaved  ;  so  tlmt  the  inhabitants  sot  hiro  down 
OS  one  of  the  Anciem  Picts,  or.  as  Uiey  call  tliom  with  the  usual 
strunc  guttural,  PeghU.  How  they  uiitrht  have  received  Uie  pt^or 
preacher  in  llif^  character,  wasat  least  dubious;  and  the  school- 
master of  tlM2  parish,  who  had  given  quarters  to  tlie  fatigued  tra- 
veller, set  oir  lo  consult  with  Mr.  8 ,  Uie  able  aixl  ingenious 

engin»,'er  of  the  Scottish  LigliiHouje  Service,  who  chanced  to 
be  on  tho  island.  As  his  skill  and  koowledgo  were  in  Uio  high- 
est roQOte.  it  was  conceived  that  Mr.  S —  could  decide  atoooa 
wtieUier  the  stranger  was  a  Peght,  or  ought  to  be  tfeated;as 
such.  Mr.  8 —  was  so  good-natured  as  to  attend  the  summons, 
with  the  view  of  rendering  the  preacher  aome  serviock  Tlta 
poor  miKSionary,  who' had  watched  for  thro  nights,  was  now 
fast  asleop,  httla  dreaming  wliat.odious  suspicions  were  current 
respecting  him.  The  iiilu£itanu  were  asaembled  round  the  duoc. 
Mr,  S--S  ttndersunding  Uie  treveller's  condition,  declined  dis- 
turbing liim,  upon  which  Uie  islandera  produced  a  pair  of  very 
little  unrxiuUi-toukiug  boots,  with  prodigiously  thick  solas,  and 
appealed  to  him  whoUier  it  was  poiwible  such  artidles  of  rei- 
inent  euold  belong  to  any  one  but  a  Peght  Mr.  8 — ,  ftuduig 
Ute  prejudices  of  Uio  natives  so  strong,  was  induced  tooo>«ir  tha 
sleeping  aiartment  of  the  rmveller,  and  was  surprised  to  locor 
niao  in  the  supposed  Peght  a  person  whom  ho  had  known  lO 
his  worldly  prufeMion  of  an  Edinbiirjh  shopkeeper,  before  ha 
had  assumed  his  present  vocation,  Ofcoursa  ha  was  eaaMad  t« 
relate  au  anspicioiu  of  Pivhtism? 
13 
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^,-y  raised  magt4i«ad  high,  looks  out,  as  it  S6em% 
ror  plunder  or  for  yictims.  ,» 

\  Many  prodigious  stories  of  these  marine  monsters^ 
and  ot  many  others  less  known,  were  then  univer- 
sally receiyed  among  the  Zedanders,  whose  descend- 
ants  have  not  as  yet  by  any  means  abandoned  faith 
in  them.* 

Such  legends  are,  indeed,  every  where  current 
amongst  the  vulgar;  ouS  the  imagination  is  far  more 
poweifully  affected  by  them  on  the  deep  end  danger^ 
ous  seas  of  the  north,  amidst  precipices  and  headlands^ 
many  hundred  feet  in  height,— amid  perilous  straits, 
'  and  currents,  and  eddie^-^ong  sunken  reefs  of  rock, 
over  which  the  vivid  ocean  foams  and  boils,— dark 
eavemi^  to  whose  eitremlties  neither  roan  nor  skiff 
has  ever  ventured,— lonely,  and  often  uninhabited 
isles,— «nd  oocasionaUy  the  ruins  of  ancient  northern 
fiwtnesses,  dimly  seen  by  the  feeble  light  of  the  Arc- 
tic winter.  To  Mordaunt,  who  had  much  of  romance 
in  his  disposition,  these  superstitions  formed  a  pleas- 
ing and  interesting  exercise  of  the  imaginatwn,  while, 
half  doubting,  half  inclined  to  bdieve,  he  listened  to 
die  tales  chanted  concerning  these  wonders^  nature, 
and  creatures  of  credulous  beHef;  told  in  the  rude  but 
energetic  language  of  the  ancient  Soalds. 

But  there  wanted  not  softer  and  lij^hteramusement, 
that  might  seem  better  suited  to  mordaum's  age, 
than  the  wild  tales  and  rude  exercises  which  we  have 
alrsady  mentioned.  The  season  of  winter,  when, 
from  the  shortness  of  the  daylight,  labour  becomes 
impossible,  |s  in  Zetland  the  time  of  revel,  feasting, 
and  merriment.  Whatever  the  fisherman  has  heen 
able  to  acquire  during  summer,  was  expended,  .and 
often  wasted,  in  maintaining  .the  mirth  and  hospital- 
ity of  his  hearth  during  this  period ;  while  the  land- 
holders and  gentlemen  of  the  island  gave  double  loose 
to  their  convivial  and  hospitable  dispositions,  thronged 
their  houses  with  {{ursts.  and  drove  away  the  rigour 
of  the  season  with  jest,  glee,  and  song,  the  dance,  and 
the  wine-cup. 

Amid  the  revels  of  this -merry,  though  rigorous 
season,  no  vouth  added  more  spirit  to  the  dance,  or 
^ee  to  the  revel,  than  the  young  Strang.  Mordaunt 
Kertoun.  When  his  fathers  state  of  mind  permitted, 
or  indeed  required,  his  absence^  he  waiidered  from 
noose  to  house  a  welcome  guest  wherever  he  came, 
and  lent  his  willing  voice  to  the  song,  and  his  foot  to 
the  dance.  A  boat,  or,  if  the  weather,  as  was  often 
\  the  ease,  permitted  not  that  convenience,  one  of  the 
numerous  ponies,  which,  straying  in  hordes  about  the 

•  I.Kavv  <«i<l,  in  the  text.titiit  tlMiwoadrMU talettold  b^ Po*' 


loppidan,  Um  Arelibiafaop  of  Upcd,  •till  And  bclievors  m  tlie 
ffortlieni  Archipelago.  It  is  in  vain  they  axe  cancotled  even  in 
ttie  later  edttiona  of  OaUirie's  Granmier.ef  which  tnntnictive 
work  ther  oaed  to  form  Uie  chapter  far  BMst  attractive  to  juve- 
site  roadera.  But  the  aame  caoiee  which  probaUj  r*vo  birUi  to 
the  lefeoda  cooceminf  momiaids,  Ma-iiiaK««i  krakena,  and 
•Uier  marvHIoui  inhabitanta  of  the  Northern  Ocean^^re  atiU 
afloal  io  th(«ae  climates  whore  they  took  their  rise.  Tliej  had 
their  oriffin  pmbably  from  the  eaferDese  of  curioaiif  maoiteted 
by  oar  el«caiu>  poetess,  MiaHenmns  i 

**  Wliat  hideeC  thou  in  thv  treasara-eaves  and  eella, 
Thon  ever-sowsding  and  mrstehoos  Sea  I" 
The  additional  mystic  gloom  which  rests  on  these  northern 
hniows  for  half  the  year,  joined  to  ilte  imperfect  gtance  obtained 


•f  bccasional  objects,  enmarsge  tlie  timid  or  the  fanciful  to 


termed  so,  yet  the  hardy  boatmen  shuddered  to  approach  it.  for 
fltar  of  bang  drawn  down  by  the  suction  supposed  to  attend  its 
•mking.    It  whs  probably  the  hull  of  some  veaeel  which  had 


I  probably 

L 

The  belief  in  mermaids,  so  fbnciM  and  pleasing  In  itaelf,  Is 
•ter  and  anot.  ref^hed  by  a  suange  uUe  from  the  remote  alioras 
«r  some  solitary  islet  * 

TlM  aucho/  heard  a  mariner  of  some  repatttion  la  his  class 
vouch  for  liavtng  seen  the  celebrated  soa-serpenL  It  appealed, 
ao  (kr  as  could  be  guessed,  to  be  about  a  hundred  ftet  long,  Vritli 
the  wild  tammt  and  fiery  eyes  which  old  writers  ascribe  to  tlie 
monster ;  but  It  is  not  uolikeir  the  spectator  might,  in  the 
douhtfhl  light,  be  deeetved  by  the  appearanoe  of  a  good  Nor 
wa/  log  floating  on  the  waves.  I  hive  only  to  add,  that  tlie 
icmains  of  an  animal,  supposM  iv  eeioog  to  this  latter  suecies, 
were  driven  on  shore  in  ilie  Zetland  Isles,  within  tlw  recollection 
•r  man.  Part  of  tlie  bones  were  sent  to  L«mdon.  and  pro- 
sounce<L  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks  to  be  those  of  a  basking  shark  ; 
Mt  it  would  seem  that  an  animal  so  well  known,  <ittght  to  hava 
banc  iBonsdiataly  diitincttiahad  by  tho  northin  '-'^ 


extensive  moors,  «iay  be  said  to  be  at  any  raa»*g 
command  who  can  catch  thetn,  conveved  falm  from 
the  mansion  of  one  hospitable  Zetlander  to  diai  of 
another.  None  excelled  him  in  performing  the  wa^ 
like  sword-dance)  a  species  of  aftiusement  which  had 
been  derived  ftom  the  habits  of  the  andent  Norae- 
men.  He  could  play  upon  the  gue,  and  npon  the 
common  violin,  the  melancholy  and  pathetic  turns 
peculiar  to  the  country ;  and  with  great  spirit  and  exe> 
cution  could  relieve  their  monotony  with  the  liveliei 
aire  of  the  North  of  Scotland.  When  a  partv  m 
forth  as  maskers,  or,  as  they  are  called  m  Scotland, 
truizartUi  to  visit  some  neighboming  Lsird,  or  rieh 
Udaller,  it  augured  well  of  the  expedition  if  Mordiimt 
Mertoun  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  undertake  ths 
oflioe  of  ^kudUr^  or  leader  of  the  band.  Upon  thos 
occasions,  AiIl  of  fun  and  frolic,  he  led  hia  retims 
ftom  house  to  bouse,  bringing  imrth  where  he  wcnt^ 
and  leaving  regret  when  he  departed.  Mordaunt  be- 
came thus  generally  known,  and  beloved  is  geae- 
rallyr,  throng  most  of  the  houses  composing  tlis 
patrmchal  community  of  the  Mam  Isle  t  biit  his  vialf 
were  most  .frequently  and  most  willingly  paid  at  the 
mansbn  of  his  fatbci's  landlord  and  protector,  Ha^ 
nusTroil. 

It  waa  not  entirely  the  heartf  and  sincere  wekonM 
of  the  worthy  old  Magnate  nor  the  senss  that  he 
was  in  eifect  his  fathers  patron,  which  occasioned 
these  frequent  visits.  The  hand  of  welcome  mi 
indeed  received  as  eagerly  as  it  was  sinoevelv  gives, 
while  the  ancient  Udauer,  raising  himself  in  nishage 
chair,  whereof  the  inside  was  lined  with  well-dreeeod 
sealskins,  and  the  outside  composed  of.  massive  oal^ 
carved  by  the  rude  grmving-tool  of  aome  Hambuiili 
carpenter,  shouted  forth  his  welcome  in  a  tooe^ 
which  might,  in  ancient  times,  have  hailed  the  retani 
of  loui,  the  highest  festival  of  the  Ctotha.  There  wis 
metal  yet  more  attractive,  and  younger  hearts,  whoN 
welcome,  if  leas  toud^  was  as  sincere  as  that  of  tbi 
ioltv  Udaller.  But  tma  is  matter  which  ought  not  9 
a^  discussed  at  the  concluaion  of  a  chapter. 


CHAPTER   III. 
"  0.  Bessy  Ben  end  Mary  Gmy, 
Therr  '       '    " 


Tlwy  biggit  a  liouse  on  you  burfrteMb 
y  And  theekit  ower  wi*  rashes. 

Fair  Bessy  Bell  I  looed  yestreen. 
And  thought  I  ne'r  could  alter  i 

But  Mary  Grey's  twa  pawky  een 
Havs  gan'd  my  taiey  IkHer."  8cm  Ml 
Wb  have  already  mendoned  Minna  and  Bmuli| 
the  daughtere  of  Magnus  Troil.  Their  mother  has 
been  dead  fbr  fnyny  years,  and  they  were  now  vm 
beautiful  girls,  the  eldest  only  eighteen,  which  mrtJai 
be  a  year  or  two  younger  than  Mordaunt  Menoofk 
the  second  about  seventeen.— They  were  the  pf 
of  their  lather's  heart  and  the  light  of  his  old  erei} 
and  althouirh  indulged  to  a  degree  which  might  bi^ 
endangered  nis  comfort  and  their  own,  theyrepaklM 
afiection  with  a  love,  into  which  even  blina  indoH 
geoce  had  not  introduced  slight  regard,  or  fetniniiN 
caprice.  The  difference  of  their  tempera  and  of  thqf 
complexions  was  singularly  striking  althoudi  eov 
bined,  as  i;  usual,  with  a  certain  aegree  of  ftmiV 
resemblance.  ^, 

The  mother  of  the«  maidens  had  bees  a  Soom 
lady  from  the  Highlahda  of  Sutherland,  the  orpnii 
of  a  noble  chief,  who,  driven  from  his  own  counti] 
during  the  feuds  of  the  seventeenth  century,  hsd  foam 
shelter  in  those  peaccftil  islands  which,  amidst  pof 
erty  and  seclusion,  were  thus  far  happy,  that  tm 
remained  unvexed  by  discord,  and  unstained  by  en 
broiL  Hie  father  (his  name  was  Saint  Clair)  puM 
for  his  nstive  glen,  his  feudal  tower,  his  clauinlj 
and  his  fallen  authority,  and  died  not  long  afttf  U 
arrival  ii^  Zetland.  The  beauty  of  his  oiphan  datigfi 
ter,  despite  her  Scottish  lineage,  melted  the  atoi 
heart  of  Magnua  Troil.  He  sued  and  was  lietOM 
to,  and  she  Became  his  bridt ;  but  dying  in  the  fln 
year  of  their  union,  left  him  to  mourn  his  brief  perio 
of  domestic  happiness. 

From  her  mother,  Minna  mherited  the  atatdy  fop 
and  dark  eyes,  the  raven  locks  and  finely  pcnulu 
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how,  which  fhowed  she  ^ma^  on  one  adaal  least,  a 
to  the  Mood  of  Thole.    Her  cheek,-^ 


"OeaMftfcir.aotlilet* 

ma  so  slightly  and  delicately  tinged  with  the  rooe, 
that  many  thous^t  the  lily  had  iin  undue  propoTtio)i 
in  her  oomplcxion.    But  io  that  predominance  of  the 
jMder  fiover,  tbbre  wae  nothing  sickly  or  languid :  it 
was  the  true  natural  colour  of  health,  and  corresponded 
m  a  pccidiar  degree  with  features,  which  seemed  cal- 
culated to  express  a  contemplative  and  high-minded 
dkaracter.    When  Minna  Troil  heard  a  tale  of  wo  or 
ofinjaaticc,  it  was  then  her  blood  nished  to  hor  cheeksi 
and  abowad  plainly  how  warm  it  heat,  notwithstand- 
iog  the  generally  serious,  composed,  and  rctuing  dis- 
podtioD,  which  her  countenance  and  demeanour 
seemod  to  exhibit    If  strangers  sometimes  conocived 
that  these  fine  lieatures  were  clouded  by  melancholy, 
for  which  her  ago  and  situation  could  scarce  have 
given  oocaaion,  they  were  soon  satisfied,  upon  further 
aomiaiQtance,  that  the  placid,  mild  quietude  of  her  dis- 
position, and  the  mental  energy  of  a  character  which 
was  but  little  interested  in  ordinary  and  trivial  occur- 
lences,  was  the  real  cause  of  her  gravity ;  and  most 
men,  when  they  knew  that  her  melancholy  had  90 
ground  in  real  sorrow,  and  was  only  the  aspiration  of 
a  soul  bent  on  more  important  objects  than  those  by 
which  she  waa  surrounded,  might  have  wished  her 
whatever  could  add  to  her  happiness,  but  could  scares 
have  desired  that,  graceAiI  as  she  was  in  ber  natural 
and  nnafiected  senousncss,  she  should  change  diat 
dsportment  for  one  more  gay.     In  short,  notwith- 
standing our  wish  to  have  avoided  that  hackneyed 
SBmleoT  an  angel,  we  cannot  avoid  saying  there  was 
aomethinjg  in  the  seriou^  beauty  of  her  aspect,  in  the 
miasiiii'iCyft  graceful  ease  of  her  motions,  in  the  mu- 
se of  bar  voio&  and  the  serene  parity  of  her  eye,  that 
seemed  as  if  Minna  Troil  belonged  naturally  to  some 
hj^ber  and  better  sphere,  and  was  only  the  chance 
viattmt  of  a  world  that  was  not  worthy  of  her. 

The  scarcely  less  beautiful,  equally  lovely,  and 
equally  innucent  Brenda,  was  of  a  complexion  as  dif- 
fering from  her  sister,  as  they  differed  in  character, 
taste,  and  expression.  Her  profuse  locks  wers  of  that 
paly  DTown  which  receives  from  the  passing  sunbeam 
a  nnge  of  gold,  but  darkens  again  when  the  ray  has 
passed  from  it  Her  eye^  her  mouth,  the  ))eautiful 
row  of  teeth,  which  m  her  innocent  vivacity  were  fre- 
Viently  disclosed;  the  fresh,  yet  not  too  bright  glow 
of  a  had  thy  compleifion,  tinging  a  skin  like  the  drifted 
soow,  spoks  her  senuine  Scandinavian  descent.  A 
&iry  tbrm.  less  tall  than  that  of  Minna,  but  still  more 
finay  moulded  into  symmeory— a  careless,  and  almost 
chiloish  lightness  of  step— an  eye  that  seemed  to  look 
on  every  object  with  pleasure^  from  a  natural  and 
serene  chearfuhiess  of  disposition,  attracted  even 
more  ceneral  aamiratbn  than  the  charms  of  her  sis- 
ler,  t&High  perhaps  that  which  Minna  did  excite, 
i^ght  be  of  a  mors  intense  as  well  as  more  reve- 
Rntial  character. 

Tk^  dispoaitiona  of  these  lovely  sisters  were  not 
lessdif&fent  than  their  complcxiona  In  the  kindly 
afiections,  neither  could  be  said  to  excel  the  other,  so 
BiQch  were  they  attached  to  their  father  and  to  each 
other.  But  the  cheerfulness  of  Brenda  mixed  itsolf 
with  the  every-day  business  of  life,  and  seemed  inex- 
haustible in  its  profusion.  The  less  buoyant  epint  of 
ber  sister  a[>peared  to  bring  to  society  a  contented 
vnb  to  be  interested  and  pleased  with  what  was 
fBmn  forward,  but  was  rather  olacidly  carried  along 
with  the  stream  of  mirth  and  pleasure,  than  disposed 
Io  aid  its  progress  by  any  efforts  of  her  awn.  She  en- 
iuTBd  mirth,  rather  than  eajoved  it^%id  the  plsa- 
Bses  m  which  she  most  delighted,  weii^  those  of  a 
paver  and  more  solitary  cast  Thekn 
»  derived  from  books  was  beyond  her  . 
lArded  few  opportanities,  in  those  daya, 
die  lessons,  bequeathed 

*Mftr  dead  men  to  their  kind , 

md  Magnus  Trail,  such  as  we  have  descrmed  him, 
was  not  a  person  within  whose  mansion  the  means  of 
flot^  knowledge  were  to  bo  acquired.  But  the  book 
0-' nature  was  before  Mbma,  that  noblest  of  volumes, 
vfacre  we  are  ever  called  to  wonder  and  to  admire, 


kindly  U  he 


,_  which 
Zetland 
studying 


even  whea  ws  cannot  understand.  The  planta  of 
those  wild  repions;  the  shells  on  the  shorea  and  (h$ 
long  list  of  feathered  clans  which  haunt  their  clifif 
and  eyries,  were  as  well  known  to  Minna  Troil  as  to 
the  most  experienced  fowlers.  Her  powers  of  obserwip 
tion  were  wqnderfdjL  and  htile  interrupted  by  othef 
tones  of  feeling.  The  information  which  she  ac- 
quired  by  habits  of  patient  attention,  was  indelibly 
nveted  m  a  naturally  powerfiil  memory.  She  had  also 
a  high  feeling  for  tlie  solitary  and  melancholy  gran* 
deur  of  the  scenes  in  which  she  waa  placed.  The 
ocean,  in  all  its  varied  forms  of  siiblimi^  and  terror 
—the  tremendous  cliffs  that  resound  to  the  ceaseless 
roar  of  the  billows,  and  the  clang  of  the  sea-fowl,  had 
for  Minna  a  charm  in  almost  every  state  in  which  the 
chanjsing  seasons  exhibited  them.  With  the  enthu- 
siastic feelings  proper  to  the  romantic  race  from 
which  her  mother  descended,  the  love  of  natural  ob- 
jects was  to  her  a  passion  capable  not  only  ol  occo* 
pying,  but  at  times  of  agitating^  her  mind.  Scenes 
upon  which  her  sister  looked  with. a  sense  of  tran- 
sient awe  or  emotion,  which  vanished  on  her  return 
from  wimessing  them,  continued  lonn  to  fill  Minna's 
imagination,  not  only  in  solitude,  and  m  the  silence  ot 
the  night,  but  in  the  hours  of  society.  So  that  some^ 
times  when  she  sat  like  a  beautiful  statue,  a  present 
member  of  the  domestic  circle;  her  thoughts  were  far 
absent,  wandering  on  the  wild  sea-shore,  and  among 
the  yet  wilder  mountains  of  her  native  isles.  And 
yet,  when  recalled  to  conversation,  and  nungling  in  it 
with  interest,  there  were  few  to  whom  h^  fnends 
were  more  indebted  for  enhancing  its  enjoyments; 
and  although  something  in  her  manners  claimed  de- 
ference (notwithstanding  her  early  youth)  as  well  as 
affection,  even  her  (my,  lovely,  and  amiable  sister  was 
not  more  generally  beloved  than  the  more  retired  and 
pensive  Mmna. 

Indeed,  the  two  lovely  sisteis  were  not  only  the  de- 
liaht  nf  their  friends,  but  tt^e  pride  of  those  islands^ 
where  the  inhabitants  of  a  certain  rank  were  blended, 
by  the  remoteness  of  their  nmalion  and  the  general 
hospitality  of  their  habita,  into  one  friendly  commi>> 
nity.  A  wandcririg  poet  and  parcel- musician,  who, 
after  going  throuRh  various  fortunes,  had  returned  to 
end  his  days  )is  ne  could  in  his  native  islands,  had 
celebrated  the  daughters  of  Magnus  in  apoem,  which 
he  entitled  Night  and  Day ;  and  in  his  description  of 
Minna,  might  almost  be  thou  ' 


though  only  in  a  rude  ouilii 
LopTr 


t  to  have  anticipated. 
,  the  exquisite  lines  oi 
Byron,— 

"She  walkf  In  beaaty.  like  the  nitht 
Of  elondlaM  elinrai  end  ttarry  akns  j 
and  atl  thftt'i  b^  of  dark  and  bright 

MMt  in  iMT  aipeet  and  liar  aveti 
Thiwmellow'd  to  that  leader  lifht 
Which  heaven  to  (tudy  dajr  deDiee.** 
Their  father  loved  the  niaidens  both  so  well,  that  it 
might  be  difficult  to  say  which  he  loved  best:  saving 
that,  perchance,  he  liked  his  craver  damsel  better  in 
the  walk  without  doors,  and  his  m,erry  maiden  better 
by  the  fireside ;  tliat  he  more  desired  the  society  of 
Ifinna  when  he  wss  sad,  and  that  of  Brenda  when 
he  was  mirthful :  and.  what  was  nearly  the  same 
tbiiiA  preferred  lyfinnahefore  noon,  and  Br^da  after 
the  glass  had  circulated  in  the  evening.         . 

But  it  was  stiU  more  extraordinary,  that  the  afleo- 
tions  of  Mordaunt  Mertoun  seemed  Io  hover  with  the 
same  impartiality  as  those  of  their  father  betwixt  the 
two  lovely  sisters.  From'  his  boyhood,  Ms  we  have 
noticed,  he  had  beitn  a  frequent  inmate  of  the  resi- 
dence of  Magnus  at  Burgh- Westra,  although  it  lay 
nearly  twenty  miles  distant  fron^  Jarlshot  llie  im- 
passaole  character  of  the  country  betwixt  thoM  places^ 
extending  over  hills  covered  with  loose  and  quaking 
bog.  and  frequently  intersected  by  the  creeks  or  arms 
of  the  sea,  which  indent  the  island  on  either  sids^  as 
well  as  by  fresh-water  streams  and  lakes,  rendered 
the  journey  diflteult,  and  even  dannrons,  in' the  dark 
season :  yet,  as  soon  as  the  state  of  his  fathsi's  mind 
warned  mm  to  absent  himself  Mordaunt,  at  every 
risk,  and  under  every  difficolty^  was  pretty  sure  to  bs 
found  the  next  day  ot  Bimh- Westra,  haymgaiBhieved 
his  journey  in  less  dme  than  vtrould  have  oeen  era- 
ployed  perhaps  by  the  most  active  native. 
He  was  of  course  set  down  as,,|i  wpoei  of  one  nf 
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the  daughters  of  Magnus,  by  the  public  of  Zetland ; 
and  when  the  old  tJdallei's  great  partiahtf  to. the 
youth  was  considered^  nobody  aouhted  that^he  might 
aspire  to  the  hand  of  either  of  those  distinguished 
beauties,  with  as  lai;ge  a  shAre  of  isletSL  rocky  moor- 
land, and  shore  fishings,  as  might  be  the  fitting  por- 
tion of  a  favoured  chud,  ard  with  the  presumptive 
prospect  of  posseuing  half  ilie  domains  of  the  an- 
cient house  of  Troil,  when  their  present  owner  should 
be  no  more.  This  seemed  ail  a  reasonable  specula- 
tion, and,  in  theory  at  least,  better  constructed  than 
many  that  are  current  through  the  world  as  unques- 
tionable &cta.  But  alas!  all  that  shaipness  of  ob- 
■ervation  which  could  be  applied  to  the.  conduct  of 
the  parties,  failed  to  deternune  the  main  point,  to 
which  of  the  young  persons,  namely,  the  attentions 
of  Mordaunt  were  peculiarly  devoted.  He  seemed,  in 
general,  to  treat  them  as  an  affectionate  and  attached 
Brother  might  have  treated  two  sisters,  so  eoually 
dear  to  him  that  a  breath  would  have  turned  the 
scale  of  affection.  Or  if  at  any  time,  which  often 
happened,  the  one  maiden  appeared  the  more  especial 
object  of  his  attention,  it  seemed  only  to  be  bMiause 
circumstances  called  her  peculiar  talents  and  dispo- 
fltion  into  more  particular  and  immediate  exercise. 

Both  the  sisters  were  acoompliahed  in  the  simple 
jtausic  of  the  north,  and  Mordaunt,  who  was  their 
Assistant,  and  sometimes  their  preceptor  when  they 
were  practising  this  delightful  art,  misht  be  now  seen 
assisting  Ikllnna  in  the  acquisition  ofthose  wild,  so- 
lemn, and  simple  airs,  to  which  scalds  and  harpers 
ning  of  old  tlie  deeds  of  heroes,  and  presently  found 
dually  active  in  teachmg  Brenda  the  hiore  lively 
I  and  complicated  music,  which  their  father's  affection 
caused  to  be  brought  from  the  English  or  Scottish 
capital  for  the  use  of  his  daughters.  And  while  con- 
versing with  them,  Mordaunt,  who  mingled  a  strain 
of  deep  and  ardent  enthusiasm  with  the  gay*  and  un- 
governable roirits  of  youth,  was  equallyready  to  enter 
mto  the  wild  and  poetical  visions  of  Minna,  or  into 
the  lively  and  often  humorous  chat  of  her  gayer  sister. 
In  short,  so  little  did  he  seem  to  attach  himself  to 
either  damsel  exclusively,  that  he  was  sometimes 
heard  to  say,  that  Minna  never  looked  so  lovely,  as 
when  her  hghthearted  sister  had  induced  her,  for  the 
time,  to  foiget  her  habitual  gravity;  or  Brenda  so 
interesting,  as  when  she  sat  listening,  a  subdued  and 
affected  partaker  of  the  deep  pathos  of  her  sister 
Minna.  .     , 

The  public  of  the  mainland  wete,.  tberefbrs,  to  nee 
the  hunter's  phrase,  at  fault  in  their  farther  conclu- 
sions, and  o«>old  but  deteonine.  after  k>ng  vacilla- 
ting betwixt  the  maidens,  that  the  young,  man  was 
posicivdv  to  marry  one  of  them,  but  which  of  the 
two  could  only  be  determined  when  his  approaching 
manhood,  or  the  interference  of  stout  old  Magnus, 
the  father,  should  teach  Master  Mordaunt  Mertpun 
to  know  his  own  mind.  **It  was  a  pretty  thing, 
indeed,*'  they  usually  conclnded,  **  that  he,  no  nauve. 
bom,  and  possessed  of  no  visible  means  of  subsist- 
ence that  IS  known  to  any  one,  should  presume  to 
hesitate;  or  affect  to  have  the  power  of  selection  and 
choice,  betwixt  the  two  most  distinguished  beauties 
of  55etland.  If  ^hey  were  Magnus  Troil,  they  would 
soon  be  at  the  bottom  of  the  matter**— and  so  forth. 
All  which  remarks  were  only  whispered,  for  the 
hasty  disposition  of  the  Udaller  had  too  much  of  the 
oki  Norse  fire  about  it  to  render  it  safe  for  any  one 
to  become  an  unauthorized  intermeddler  with  his 
family  afTairsi  and  thus  stood  the  relation  of  Mor- 
daunt Mertoun  to  the  family  of  Mr.  Troil  of  Burgh- 
Westra,  when  the  following  incidents  took  place. 

CHAPTER  IV. 


ri  nuitn  hear  tliat  widow  wMp  and  sMi, 

Aad  tall  ih«  virtun  of  iha  dear  iteparud. 

TluuL  when  the  tmnpaet  wndfl  M>  v^^oe  a^raad^^ 

Ihb  spnng  was  far  advanced,  when^fter  a  week 
^ant  in  sport  and  feativitY  at  Boivh-Weatra,  Mor- 


daunt Mertoun  bade  adiea  to  the  fatmly,  pleading  ths 
necessity  of  bis  return  to  Jarlsliof.  The  pro|x>8ai  was 
combated  by  the  m|idenS,  and  more  decidedly  bf 
Magnus  himself;  He  saw  no  occasion  wholeverfoi 
Mordaunt  retunting  to  Jarlshof.  If  his  father  desinl 
to  see  him,  which,  oy  the  way,  Magnus  did  not  be 
lieve,  Mr.  Mertoun  had  onlv  to  throw  himself  into  thr 
stem  of  Sweyn*s  boat,  or  betake  himself  to  a  pony 
if  he  liked  a  land  journey  better,  and  he  woofd  m 
not  only  his  son,  but  twenty  folk  besides,  who  wouM 
be  most  happy  to  find  that  ne  had  not  lost  the  use  of 
his  tongue  enurely  during  his  Ions  solitude:  "altbougl 
I  must  own,"  added  the  worthy  Udaller,  ^  that  whoi 
he.liyed  among  us,  nobody  ever  made  kiss  use  of  it*^ 

Mordaunt  ac((uiesced  both  in  what  respected  hs 
father's  taciturnity,  and  his  dislike  to  general  society 
but  suggested,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  first  drcon 
stance  rendered  his  own  immediate  return  moreDe* 
cessary,  as  he  was  the  usual  channel  of  communict* 
tion  betwixt  his  father  and  others;  and  that  the 
second  corroborated  the  same  necessity,  since  Kr. 
Mertoun*s  having  no  other  society  whatever,  seemed 
a  weighty  reason  why  his  8on*s  should  be  restored  fo 
him  without  loss  of  time.  As  to  his  father's  oominf 
t&  Bufgh-Westra,  "they  might  as  well."  he  said, 
"  expect  to  see  Sumburgh  Caoe  come  thither." 

"  And  that  would  be  a  cumbrous  gnest,"  said  Mar 
nus.  *'But  you  jwill  stop  for  our  dinner  to-davT 
There  are  the  families  of  Muness,  Quendale,  Thetifr 
voe^  and  I  know  not  who  else,  are  expected:  Bin, 
besides  the  thu-ty  that  were  in  bouse  this  bieasri 
night,  we  shall  have  as  many  more  as  chamber  ud 
bower,  and  barn  and  boat-house,  can  fiimish  witjj 
beds,  or  with  barlcy-straw,^and  you  will  leave  ill 
this  behind  you !" 

**  And  the  blithe  dance  at  night,"  added  Brendi,  n 
a  tone  betwixt  reproach  and  Vexation;  '*and  tke 
young  men  ftom  the  Isle  of  Paba  that  are  to  danre 
the  sword-dance,  whom  shall  we  find  to  match  tbeai^ 
for  the  honour  or  the  Main  ?" 

"There  is  many  a  merry  dancer  on  the  mainland, 
Brenda,"  replied  Mordaunt,  "e%'en  if  I  should  «M 
rise  on  tiptoe  again.  And  where  good  dancen  nt 
found,  Brenda  Troil  will  always  findf  the  best  psrtser 
I  must  trip  it  to-night  throufiji  the  Wastes  of  Do- 
rossness." 

**  Do  not  say  so,  Mordaunt,"  said  Minna,  who,  dvr 
ing  this  conversation,  had  been  looking  from  thewm 
dow  aomething  anxiously ;  "  go  not.  to-day  at  lent 
through  the  Wastes  of  Dunrossness."  ,    ^ 

"  And  why  not  to-day,  Minna,"  said  Monhnnt 
laoghing,  "  any  more  tharj  to-morrow  V*  .  .  • 
Of  the  morning  mist  lies  heavy  upon  vender  chaii 
of  isles,  nor  has  it  permitted  us  since  daybreak  ereat 
single  glimpae  of  Fitful-head,  the  lofty  cape  that  coii| 
dudes  yon  splendid  range  of  mountains.  V^/'f 
are  wineing  their  way.  to  the  shore,  and  the  sbeldrak 
seems,  through  the  mist,  as  large  as  the  scart.*  Sflk 
the  very  sheerwaters  and  bonxies  are  making  to  m 
cliffs  for  shelter." 

"And  they  will  ride  out  a  gale  against  a  king's 

Ste,"  said  her  father;  **  there  is  foul  weather  *-' 
ey  cut  and  run." 

**^Stay,  then,  with  -us,"  said  Minna  to  her  ft 
"  the  storm  vdW  be  dresdful,  yet  it  will  be  grand  wa 
it  firom  Bureh-Westra,  if  we  have  no  friend  expC*^ 
its  fury.  See,  the  air  is  close  and  sulny,  thoujth  d 
season  is  yet  ao early,  and  the  day  so  calm,  that  not 
windlestraw  moves  on  the  heath.  Stay  with  t 
Mordaunt;  the  storm' which  these  signs  anmNd 
will  be  a  dreadful  one."  . 

**  I  must  be  gone  the  sooner,"  was  the  ooncitf 
of  Mordaunt,  who  could  not  deny  the  ngn^.^ 
had  not  escaped  his  own  quick  observation.  If  I 
storm  be  too  fierce,  I  will  abide  for  the  night  at  •Sul 

"^at  r  said  Magnus j  "  will  you  leave  us  for  i 
new  chamberlain's  new  scotch  tacksman,  who  it 
teach  all  us  Zetland  savages  new  ways  1  Takeyl 
own  gate  my  hid,  if  that  is  the  song  you  smg. 

*  Tha  oonnorant  t  wtaleh  mtr  be  leen  ftwiMstlr  dMhiet 
wfld  fliflit  tloQi  the  rooetc  andSidw  orZeOaod.  and  srim 
oftao  drawn  up  in  naki  on  womn  Mm  of  rock,  like  a  Mwr 
Uie  Bla«k  Braaswiekmi  la  liia^ 
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"  Nav,"  said.Motdaunt ;  *'  I  had  only  some  curiosity 
t0  see  the  new  inplemeats  he  boa  brought" 

^*  Ay,  av,  ferlics  make  IboU  fain.  I  would  like  to 
know  if  his  new  plough  will  Itear  against  a  Zetland 
iDck  ?''  answered  Magnus. 

1*1  must  not  pass  Stourbur^  on  the  journey," 
•aid  the  youth,  defetring,  to  his  patron's  prejudice 
against  innovatwn,  "  if  this  boding  weather  bring  on 
tempest ;  but  if  it  only  break  in  rain,  as  is  most  pro- 
babies  I  am  not  likely  to  be  melted  in  the  wettinj;." 

**It  will  not  soften  into  rain  alone,"  said  Mmna; 
"see  how  much  heavier  the  clouds  fall  every  mo- 
ment, and  see  these  weather-gaws  that  streak  the 
kod-coloured  mass  with  partial  gleams  of  fiaded  red 
and  purple." 

** I  see  them  all,"  said  Mordaui^ti  "but  they  only 
lell  mo  1  have  no  time  to.  tarry  here.  Adieu,  Minna ; 
I  will  send  you  the  eagle's  feathers,  if  an  eagle  can 
be  found  on  Fair-isle  or  Foulah.  And  fare  thee  well 
my  pretty  Brenda,  and  keep  a  thought  for  me,  should 
the  Paba  men  dance  ever  so  well." 

**  Take  care  of  voorsel^  educe  you  will  go,"  said 
both  sisters,  together. 

Old  Magnus  scolded  them  formally  for  supposing 
there  was  any  danger  to  an  activo  young  fellow  from 
a  spriiur  j^ale,  whether  by  sea  or  land ;  yet  ended  by 
fiivrng  pis  own  caution, also  to  Mordaunt,  advising 
oim  aerioosly  to  delay  his  jpumey,  or  at  least  to  stop 
tt  Stourburgh.  "For,"  said  he,  "second  thoughts 
tte  best;  and  as  this  Scottishman's  howf  lies  nght 
aader  your  lee,  why,  take  any  port  in  a  storm.  But 
do  not  be  assured  to  find  the  door  on  latch,  let  the 
storm  blow  ever  so  hard ;  there  are  such  matters  as 
bolts  and  bars  in  Scotland,  though,  thanks  to  Saint 
Boaaki,  thev'  are  unknown  here,  save  that  great  lock 
on  the  old  Castle  of  Scalloway,  that  all  men  run  to 
•ee— may  be  they  make  part  of  this  man's  improvo- 
meota  But  go,  Mordaunt,  since  go  you  will  ITou 
should  drink  a  stirrup-cup  now.  were  you  three  years 
older,  but  boys  should  never  drink,  excepting  after 
dinner;  I  wiu  drink  it  for  you,  that  good  customs 
may  not  be  broken,  or  bad  luck  come  of  it  Here  is 
your  bonally,  my  lad."  And  so  saying^  he  quaffed  a 
nimnier  glass  of  brandy  with  as  much  impunity  as  if 
it  had  been  spring-water.  Thus  regretted  and  cau- 
tioned 6n  all  hands,  Mordaunt  took  leave  of  the  hos- 
pitable household,  and  looking  back  at  the  comforts 
with  which  it  was  surrounded,  and  the  dense  smoke 
that  rolled  upwards  from  its  chimneys,  he  first  recol- 
lected the  guestlcss  and  solitary  desolation  of  Jarl- 
shofl  then  compared  with  the  sullen  and  moody  mel- 
ancholy o£  his  father's  temper  the  warm  kindness  of 
thofe  whom  he  was  leaving,  and  could  not  refrain 
firom  a  sigh  at  the  thoughts  which  forced  themselves 
-  on  hts  imagination. . 

The  sigin  of  the  tempest  did  not  dishonour  the  pre- 
dictions of  Minna.  Mordaunt  had  not  advanced 
three  hours  on  his  journey,  before  the  wind,  which 
had  been  so  deadly  f  till  hi  the  morning,  began  at  first 
.  to  w^  and  sigh,  as  if  bem9aning  beforehand  the 
evils  which  it  might  perpetrate  in  its  fury,  like  a  mad- 
man in  the  gloomy  state  of  dejection  which  precedes 
I  his  fit  of  violence ;  then  gradually  increasing,  the 
gald  bowled,  raged,  and  roared,  with  the  full  fury  of 
a  northern  storm.  It  was  accompanied  by  showers 
of  rain  mixed  with  hail,  that  dashed  with  the  most 
unrelenting  rage  against  the  hills  and  rocks  with 
which  the  traveller  was  surrounded,  distracting  his 
attention,  in  spite  of  his  utmost  exertions,  and  ren- 
dering it  very  ditficult  for  him  to  keep, the  direction  of 
ha  journey  in  a  country  where  there  is  neither  road, 
Doreven  tne  slightest  track  to  direct  the  steps  of  the 
wanderer,  and  where  he  is  often  interrupted  by  brooks 
as  well  as  large  pools  of  water,  lakes,  and  lagoons. 
AU  these  inland  waters  were  now  lashod  into  sheets 
of  tumbling  foam,  much  of  whicli,  carried  otf  by  the 
fiiry  of  the  whirlwind,  was  mingled  with  the  f^le, 
and  transported  far  from  the  waves  of  which  it  had 
lately  made  a  part;  while  the  salt  relish  of  iho  drift 
which  was  pelted  against  his  face,  showed  Mordaunt 
that  the  spray  of  tlie  moreclistant  ocean,  disturbed  to 
I  frenzy  by  the  storm,  was  mingled  with  that  of  the  in- 
luid  lakes  and  streams. 

Amidst  this  hjdeous  combustion  of  the  elements, 


Hordaupt  Mertonn  struggled  forward  as  one  to  whom 
such  elemental  war  was  familiar,  anj  who  regarded 
the  exertions  which  it  required  to  withstand  its  fury, 
but  as  a  mark  of  resolution  and  manhood.  He  felt 
even,  as  happens  usually  to  those  who  endure  great  • 

hardships,  that  the  exertion  necessary,  to  subdue 
them,  is  in  itself  a  kind  of  elevating  triumph.  To 
see  and  distinguish  his  path  when  the  cattle  were 
driven  from  the  hill,  and  the  very  fowls  fi'om  the  fir- 
mament, was  but  the  stronger  proof  of  his  own  so- 
periority.  "They  shall  not  hear  of  me  at  Burgh- 
Westra."  said  he  to  himseli^  "  as  they  heard  of  old 
doited  Kingan  Ewenaon's  boat,  that  foundered  betwixt 
roadstead  and  key*.  I  am  more  of  a  cragsman  than  / 
to  mind  fire  or  water,  wave  by  sea,  or  quagmire  by 
land."  Thus  he  struggled  on,  bufleting  with  the 
storm,  supplying  the  want  of  the  usual  signs  by  which  . 
travellers  directed  their  progressi  Ifor  rock,  mountaiiii 
and  headland,  were  shrouded  in  mist  and  darkness,) 
by  the  instinctive  sagaqity  with  which  long  acquaint- 
ance with  diese  wilas  had  taught  him  to  mark  every 
minute  object,  which  could  serve  in  such  circum- 
stances to  regulate  his  course.  Thus,  we  repeat,  he  ■ 
struggled  onward,  occasionally  standing  stilL  or  even 
lying  down,  when  the  gust, was  njost  impetuousj 
making  way  against  it  when  it  was  somewhat  IiUIed, 
by  a  rapid  and  bold  advance  even  in  its  very  current ; 
or,  when  this  was  impossible,  by  a  movement  resem- 
blmg  that  of  a  vessel  working  to  vrindward  by  short 
tacks,  but  never  Yielding  one  mch  of  the  way  whk^ 
he  had  fou^t  so  nard  to  gain. 

Yet  notwithstanding  Mordaunt's  experience  ^m 
resolution,  his  situation  was  sufficiently  uncomforta- 
ble, and  even  precarious;  not  because  his  sailor*! 
jacket  and  trowscrsi  the  common  dress  of  young 
men  through  thcso  isles  when  on  a  journey,  were  / 
thoroughly  wet,  for  that  might  have  taken  place 
within  the  same  brief  time,  in  any  ordinary  xlay,  in 
tliis  watery  climate ;  but  the  real  danger  was,  that; 
notwithstanding  his  utmost  exertions,  he  made  very 
slow  way  through  brooks  that  were  sending  then: 
waters  all  abroad,  through  morasses  drowned  in 
doublo  deluges  of  moisture,  which  rendered  all  tha 
ordinary  passes  more  than  usually  dangerous,,^ and 
repeatedly  obliged  the  traveller  to  perform  a  consider- 
able circuit,  which  in  the  usual  case  was  unnecessary. 
Thus  repeatedly  bafi9ed,  notwithstanding  his  youth 
and  strength,  Mordaunt,  after  maintaining  a  dogged 
conflict  with  wind,  rain,  and  the  fatigue  of  a  pro- 
longed journey,  was  truly  happy,  when,  not  without 
having  been  moie  than  once  mistaken  in  his  road,  he 
at  length  found  hunself  within  sight  of  the  house  ol 
Stourourgh,  or  Harfra ;  for  the  names  were  indifier- 
entlv  given  to  the  residence  of  Mr.  Triptolemus  Yel- 
lo  wley,  who  was  the  chosen  missionary  of  the  Cham- 
berlain of  Orkney  and  2iedand,  a  spcculadve  person, 
who  designed,  through  the  medium  of  Triptolemus, 
to  introduce  into  the  ITUima  Thulc  of  the  Romans 
a  spirit  ofimprovcment,  which  at  that  early  period 
was  scarce  known  to  exist  in  Scotland  itself. 

At  length,  with  much  difficulty,  Mordaunt  reached 
the  house  of  this  worthy  agriculturist,  the  only  refuge 
from  the  relentless  storm  which  he  could  hope  to 
meet  with  for  several  mQos ;  and  going  straight  to 
the  door,  with  the  most  undoubting  confidence  oi 
instant  admission,  he  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  find 
it  not  merely  latched,  which  the  weather  might  ex- 
cuse, but  even  bolted,  a  thing  which,  as  Magnus  Troil 
has  already  intimated,  was  almost  unknown  in  the 
Archipelago.  To  knock,  to  call,  and  finally  to  batter 
the  door  with  staff  and  stones,  were  the  natiural  re- 
sources of  the  youth,  who  was  rendered  alike  impa- 
tient by  the  pelting  of  the  storm,  and  by  encountering 
such  most  unexpected  and  unusual  obstacles  to  in- 
stant admission.  As  ho  was  suffered,  however,  for  , 
many  minutes  to  exhaust  his  impatience  in  noise  and 
clamour,  without  receiving  any  reply,  we  will  employ 
them  in  informing  the  reader  who  Triptolbmus  Yei- 
lowley  was,  and  how  he  come  by  a  nameso  singular. 

Old  Jasper  Yellowley,  the  father  of  Triptolemus 
(though  bom  at  the  fool  of  Rosoberry-Topping,)  had 
been  comt  over\}^  a  certain  noble  Scottish  Earl  who^ 
proving  too  far  north  for  canny  Yorkshire,  nao  per 
suadeu  him  to  accept  of  a  farm  m  the  Meams.  wheio^ 
/  13* 
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it  is  unnecesmiy  to  add,  be  fqnnd  matters  very  dif- 
ferent £rom  what  he  had  expecte^.  It  was  in  vain 
that  the  stout  farmer  set  maniiilly  to  work,  to  ooun- 
teifwlanoe,  by  superior  skill,  the  inconveniences  aris- 
ing from  a  cold  soil  and  a  weeping  «Iimate.  These 
might  have  been  probably  overcome :  but  his  neigh- 
bourhood to  the  Grampians 'exposed  nim  eternally  to 
that  species  of  visitation  from  the  plaided  gentry,  who 
dwelt  within  their  skirts,  which  made  young  Norval 
a  warrior  and  a  hero,  but  only  converted  Jasper  Yel- 
lowLey  into  a  poor  man.  This  was,  indeed,  balanced 
to  some  sort  by  the  impression  which  his  ruddy  cheek 
and  robust  form  had  the  fortune  to  make  npon  Miss 
Barbara  Clinkscale,  daughter  to  the  umqunile,  and 
■ster  to  the  then  existing,  Olinkscale  of  that  ilk. 

This  was  thought  a  horrid  and  unnatural  union  in 
the  neighbourhood,  considering  that  the  house  of 
Clinkscale  had  at  least  as  great  a  share  of  Scottish 
pride  as  of  Scottish  parsimony,  and  was  amply  en- 
dowed with  both.  But  Miss  Babie  had  her  handsome 
Ku-tune  of  two  thousand  marics  at  her  own  disposal. 
ynB  a  woman  of  spirit  who  had  been  major  and  sut 
(uriSf  (as  the  writer  who  drew  the  contract  assured 
her.)  for  fhll  twenty  years;  so  she  set  consequences 
and  commentaries  alike^t  defiance,  and  wedded  the 
hearty  Yorkshire  yeoman.  Her  brother  and  her  more 
'  wealtny  kinsmen  drew  off*  in  disgust,  and  almost  dis- 
owned theur  desraded  relative.  But  the  house  of 
Olinkscale  was  allied  (like  every  other  fiimily  in  Scot- 
land at  the  time)  to  a  set  of  relations  who  were  not 
so  nice—tenth  and  sixteenth  cousins,  who  not  only 
acknowledged  their  kinswoman  Babie  after  her  mar- 
riage with  Yellowley,  but  even  condescended  to  eat 
beans 'and  bacon  (though  the  latter  was  then  the 
Abomination  of  the  Scotch  as  much  as  of  the  Jews) 
with  her  husband,  and  would  willingly  have  cemented 
the  friendship  by  borrowing  a  little  cash  from  him, 
had  not  his  good  lady  (who  understood  trap  as  well  as 
any  woman  m  the  Meams)  put  a  negative  on  this  ad- 
vance to  intimacy.  Indeed  she  knew  how  to  make 
ypuns  Deilbelicket,  old  Dougal  Baresword,  the  Laird  of 
Banc^brawl,  and  others,  pay  for  the  hospitality  which 
Ahe  did  not  think  proper  to  deny  them,  by  rendering 
them  useful  in  her  negotiations  with  the  righthanded 
lads  beyond  the  Cairn,  who.  firming  their  late  object  of 
plunder  was  now  allied  to  kend  (oiks,  and  owned  by 
them  at  kirk  and  market,"  became  satisfied,  on  a 
moderate  yearly  composition,  to  desist  from  their  de- 
predations. 

This  eminent  success  reconciled  Jasper  to  the  do- 
minion which  his  wife  began  to  assume  over  him ; 
and  which  was  much  confirmed  by  her  proving  to  be 
—let  me  see— what  is  thenrettiest  mode  of  expressing 
it  7— in  the  family  way.  On  this  occasion,  Mrs.  Yel- 
lowley had  a  remarkable  dream,  as  is  the  usual  prac- 
tice of  teeming  mothers  previous  to  the  birth  of  an 
illustrious  oflspring.  She  "  was  a-dreamed,"  as  her 
husband  expreBseoit.  that  she  was  safely  ilclivered  of 
a  plough,  drawn  by  three  yoke  of  Angus-shire  oxen ; 
and  bemg  a  mighty  investigator  into  such  portents, 
the  sat  herself  down  with  her  gossips,  to  consider 
what  the  thing  might  mean.  Honest  Jasper  ventured, 
with  much  hesitation,  to  intimate  his  own  opinion, 
that  the  vision  had  reference  rather  to  things  past 
than  things  future,  and  might  have  been  occasioned 
by  his  wile  s  nerves  having  been  a  little  startled  by 
meeting  in  the  loan  above  the  house  his  own  great 
plough  with  the  six  oxen,  which  were  the  pride  of  his 
heart  But  the  good  cummers*  raised  such  a  hue  and 
cry  against  this  exposition,  that  Jasper  was  fain  to 
put  his  fingers  in  his  cars,  and  to  run  out  of  the  apart- 
ment 

"Hear  to. him,"  said  an  old  whi;;amore  carlino— 

near  to  him,  wi'  his  owsen,  that  are  as  an  idol  to 
liim,  even  as  the  calf  of  Bethel !  Na,  na— it's  nae 
iileu£^  of  the  flesh  that  the  bonny  lad-bairn— for  a  lad 
It  sail  be-^sall  e'er  striddle  between  the  stilts  o'— it's 
the  pleugh  of  the  spirit— and  I  trust  mysell  to  see  him 
wag  ihebead  o'  Him  in  a  pu'pit ;  or,  what's  better,  on  a 
bill-side 

"  Now  the  deiVs  in  your  whiggcry,    said  the  o\6 
Lady  Glenprosing;    "wad  ye  nae  our  cummers's 
bonny  Ud-bKin  wag  the  head  aff  his  shoutbers  like 
*i.t.  OoMipc 

^         \ 


your  g^ly  Mess  James  Outhria,  that  ye  bald  such  a 
clavenng  about  7— Na,  na,  he  sail  walk  a  roairsiceir 
path,  and  be  a  dainty  curate— and  say  he  shouki  liv^ 
to  be  a  bishop,  what  Che  waur  wad  he  be  7" 

The  gauntlet  thus  fairly  flung  down  by  one  sibyl, 
was  caught  up  by  another,  and  the  controversy  be* 
tween  presbytery  and  episcopacy  raged,  roared,  or 
rather  screamed,  a  round  of  cinnamon- water  serving 
only  like  oil  to  the  flame,  till  Jasper  entered  with  tha 
plough-siafT;  and  by  the  awe  of  his  presence,  aod 
the  shame  of  misbehaving  "before  the  stranset 
man,"  imposed  some  conditions  of  silence  upon  the 
disputants. 

ido  not  know  whether  it  was  impatiait  togivt 
to  tha  light  a  being  destined  to  such' high  anddoubt- 
ful  fatea^ '  or  whether  poor  Dame  Yelk>wley  wu 
rather  frightened  at  the  burly-burly  which  baa  takea 
place  in  ner  presence,  but  she  was  taken  soddenl? 
ill  i  and,  contrary  to  the  formula  in  such  cases  usn 
and  provided,  was  soon  reported  to  be  "a  sood 
deal  worse  than  was  to  be  expected."  She  took  tbe 
opportunity  (having  sflll  all  her  wits  about  her) 
to  extract  from  her  sympathetic  husband  two  pro> 
raises;  first,  that  he  would  christen  the  child,  wHom 
birth  was  hke  to  cost  her  so  dear,  by  a  name  iodi* 
cative  of  the  vision  with,  which  she  had  beea  fa- 
voured ;  and  next,  that  He  would  educate  him  ibr 
the  ministry.  The  canny  Yorkshireman,  thinking 
she  had  a  good  title  at  present  to  dictate  in  bucb 
matters,  subscribed  to  all  she  required.  A  man-cbild 
was  accordingly  bom  under  these  conditions,  but 
the  state  of  the  mother  did  not  permit  her  for  manr 
days  to  inquire  how  far  they  had  been  complin 
with.  When  she  was  in  some  degree  convalescent, 
she  was  informed,  that  as  it  was  thoug^tt  fit  the  cfaiu 
should  be  immediately  christened,  it  had*  received  the 
name  of  Triptolemus :  the  Curate,  who  was  a  niso 
of  some  classical  skill,  conceiving  that  this  et  ithet 
contained  a  handsome  and  classical  allusion  to  the 
visionary  plough,  with  its  triple  yoke  ckf  oxen.  Mn. 
Yellowley  was  not  much  delighted  with  the  manner 
in  which  her,  request  had  been  complied  with ;  but 
grumbling  being  to  as  little  purpose  as  in  the  oele* 
orated  case  of  Tristram  Shandy,  she  e*en  sat  down 
contented  with  the  heathenish  name,  and  endeavov* 
ed  to  counteract  the  efiects  it  might  produce  uponib 
taste  and'feelings  of  the  nominee,  by  such  an  ek' 
cation  as  might  put  him  above  the  slightest  thqpshl 
of  sacks,  coulters,  stilts,  mould-boards,  or  any  Ouog 
connected  with  the  servile  drudgery  of  the  plou^. 

Jasper,  sage  Yorkshireman,  smiled  slyly  in  his 
sleeve,  conceiving  that  young  Trippie  was  likely  to 
prove  a  chip  of  the  old  block,  and  would  rather  take 
after  the  jolly  Yorkshire  yeoman,  than  the  gentle 
but  somewhat  aiifre  blood  of  the  house  of  Clink* 
scale.  He  remarked,  with  suppressed  glee,  thai  the 
tune  which  best  answered  the  purpose  of  a  luHabf 
was  the  "Ploughman's  Whistle,''  and  the  first  worM 
the  infant  learned  to  stammer  were  the  names  of  ihe 
oxen;  moreover,  that;  the  "bei-n"  preferred  home- 
brewed ale  to  Scotch  twopenny,  and  never  quitted 
hold  of  the  tankard  with  so  much  reluctance  os  when 
there  had  been,  by  some  manoeuvre  of  Jasper's  own 
devicfL  a  double  straik  of  malt  allowed  to  the  brew* 
ing,  above  that  which  was  sanctioned  by  the  nwA 
liberal  recipe,  of  which  his  dame's  household  thrift 
admitted.  Besides  this,  when  no  other  means  could 
be  fallen  upon  to  divert  an  occasmnal  fit  of  squall- 
ing, his  father  observed  that  Trip  could  be.alwat'S 
silenced  by  jingling  a  bridle  at  his  car.  From  aU 
which  symptoms  he  used  to  swear  in  private,  iha 
the  boy  would  prove  true  Yorkshire,  and  mother 
and  mother's  kin  would  have  small  share  of  him.     . 

Mean  while,  and  within  a  year  after  the  birth  «| 
Triptolemus,  Mrs.  Yellowley  bore  a  daui^iterj  nameH 
after  herself  Barbara,  who,  even  in  earliest  infancf 
exhibited  the  pinched  nose  and  thin  lios  by  which  ti 
Clinkscale  family  wore  distinguished   amongst  t^ 
inhabitants  of  the  MearnA:  and  as  her  childb./^ 
advanced,  the  readiness  with  which  she  seixed,  ai 
the  tenaaty  wherewith  she  detained,  the  playthinf^ 
of  Triptolemus,  besides  a  desire  to  bite,  pinch,  an. 
scratch,  on  slight,  or  no  provocation,  were  all  oon> 
siderod  by  attentive  observers  as  proola,  tliat  MiJi 
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'*  hnr  mother  over  agein.*'    Mdi- 


BBbiewooMnrove 

cvnspeopiedid  nof  stick  to  say,  that  tlie  aaimoDy  of 
the  CUakacaie  Uood  had  not,  on  this  oocanon, 
been  cooled  and  ewoetened  by  that  of  Old  England ; 
that  ycNiag  Deilbelicket  was  muqh  about  the  nouw, 
and  thoy  ooald  not  bat  think  it  odd  that  Mrs. 
Telbwiey,  who^  as  the  whole  world  knew,  gave 
Bothiogfor  nothing,  shouU  be  so  uneonimonly  atten- 
lire  fioheap  the  trencher,  and  to  fill  the  paupw  of  an 
ifle  blacfcgjaard  ne*er-do-weel.  But  when  folk  had 
Mcek»kea  upon  the  austere  and  awfully  virtuous 
cmntenance  of  Mra.  Yellowley.  they  did  odl  justice 
to  her  propriety  of  conduct,  aiad  Deobehcket's  deli- 
cacy of  taste. 

Mean  time  young  Triptolemns,  having  received 
•■di-instnietions  as  the  Curate  could  give  him,  (for 
though  Dame  Yellowley  adhered  to  the  persecuted 
muiant,  her  jolly  husband,  edified  by  the  black  gown 
and  prayer-book,  stilt  conformed  to  the  church  as  by 
laweatabfisbed,)  was,  in  due  process  of  lime,  sent  to 
Saint  Andrews  to  prosecute  his  studies.  He  wenti  it 
istnie;  but  with  an  eye  turned  hack  with  sad  re- 
membnaoes  on  his  father's  plough,  his  father's 
uacatesi  and  his  Isthcr's  ale,  for  which  the  small- 
beer  of  thteoUege,  commonly  there  termed  "dM)rough- 
ffo-^hnUB,*  furnished  a  poor  substitute.  Yet  he 
adviMed  is  his  learning,  being  finind,  however,  to 
flkovt  nnicular  favour  to  such  authora  of  anti- 
4Kty«kad  made  the  improvement  of  the  soil  the 
ofaJMlsf  chdr  rnearehes..  He  oidured  the  Bucolics 


ev^^td— the  Georgics  he  had  by  heart— but  'the 
JwSBie  eottld  not  away  with ;  and  he  was  par- 
msMf  severe  opoa  the  celebratea  line  expressing  a 
MBS  of  cavatiy,  because,  as  he  understood  the 
-mfipUrem,*  he  opined  that  the  combatants,  in 
'■■'iMOQsiderate  ardour,  galloped  over  a  new-ma- 

erf  iifei^ifaed  field.  Catq,  the  Roman  Censor,  was 
^  fcwwnte  among  classical  heroes  and  philoso- 
|kn^  not  on  aocoont  of  the  strictness  of  his  nioralS| 
WfoeausB  of  his  treatise,  de  Re  Rustiea.    He  had 
9Mrin  his  mouth  the  phrase  of  Cicero,  Jam  nemi- 
^^tm.  mnigmuM  CatonL  He  thought  well  of  PaUadius, 
"^"^  of  Tbrentius  Varro,  but  Columelia  was  his 
l-ooRipanion.    To  these  aneient  worthies,  he 
the  more  modem  Tusser,  Hartlib,  and  other 
OD  rural  economics,  not  forgetting  the  lucu- 
_i  of  the  Shepherd  of  Salieburv  Plain,  and 
of  the   better-informed  Philomaths,  who,  m- 
of  loading  their  almanacs  with  vain  predic- 
of  politieal  evvati^  pretended  to  see  what  seeds 
grow  and  what  would,  not,  and  direct  the  at- 
.  of  their  readora  to  that  course  of  cultivation 
.  which   the  production  of  good  crops  may  be 
\j  predieted ;  modest  sages,  in  fine,  who,  careless 
je  rise  and  downfall  of  empires,  content  them- 
es with  pointing  out  the  fit  se^isons  to  reap  and 
,  with  a  fair  guess  at  the  weather  which  each 
ch  will  be  likely  to  present;   as,  for  example, 
..  if  Heaven  pleases,  we  shall  have  snow  in  Janu- 
',  and  the  aotoorwill  stake  his  reputation  that  July 
on  the  whole,  a  month  of  sunshine.    Now, 
;h  the  Rector  of  Saint  Leonard's  was:  greatly 
in   genenl,  with  the  quiet,  laborious,  and 
wa»  bent  of  Triptolemus  Yellowley.  and  deemed 
in  )Bo  far,  worthy  of  a  name. of  tour  syllables 
Latin  tennination,  yet  he  relished  not,  by 
bis  exclusive  attention  to  his  favourite 

It  savoured  of  the  earth,  he  said,  if  not  of 

hbssT  worse,  to  have  a  man's  mind  alwavs 
mKeUing  in  mould,  stercorated  or  unstercoratea ;' 
fk  be  pointed  out,  but  in  vain,  history,  and  poetry, 
i  di  viatty,  as  more  elevating  subjects  of  occupation. 
jptalesnoa  Yellowley  was  obstinate  in  hi*  own 
r  Of  the  battle  of  Pharsalia,  he  thought  not  as 
I  tbe  freedom  of  the  world,  but  dwelt  on  the 
whieh  the  Emathian  fields  were  likely  to 
the  next  season.  Iti  yem&cular  poetry, 
^nuB  eoidcLscaree  be  orevailed  upon  to  read  a 
couplot,  excepting  old  Tusser,  as  aforesaid, 
Hunclred  Points  of  Good  Husbandry  he  had 
heart;  and  excepting  also  Pier's  Ploughman's 
,vbicn,  charmed  with  the  title,  he  bought  with 
fioKft  a  packman,  but  after  reading  the  two 
patrtm  aoaila  qMftUt  aogiila  oampein. 


first  pagesi  fling  it  into  the  fire  as  an  inmi 
mianamed  political  hbel.  As  to  divinity,  Tu 
Ihat  matter  up  by  reminding  his  instructei 
labour  the  earth  and  win  his  bread  with  the 
body  and  sweat  of  his*  brow,  was  the  loi 
upon  fallen  man;  and,  for  his  part,  he  wai 
to  discharge,  to  the  best  of  his  abilities,  i 
obviously  necessary  to  exiflbncej  leaving 
speculate  as  much  as  they  would,  upon 
recondite  mysteries  of  theology. 

With  a  spirit  so  much  narrowed  and  limi 
concerns  of  rural  life,  it  may  be  doubted  wl 
proficiency  of  Triptolemus  in  learning,  or  i 
was  like  to  make  of  his  acquisitions,  w< 
much  gradfied  the  ambitious  hope  of  his  af 
mother.  It  is  true,  he  expressed  no  reluctar 
brace  the  profession  of  a  clergymau,  which  a 
enough  with  the  habitual  personal  indolei 
sometimes  attaches  to  speculative  disposit; 
had  views,  to  speak  plainly,  (f  wish  they  w 
liar  to  himself^)  of  cultivating  the  gUbe  six  d 
week.^reaehing  on  the  seventh  with  due  i 
and  dining  with  some  fat  franklin  or  ecu 
with  whom  he  could  smoke  a  pipe  and  dtit\ 
ard  after  dinner,  and  mix  in  secret  con^rei: 
axhaustless  ibbiect, 

dttid  faciat  lata*  wfBtea.  ■ 
Now,  thi3  plan,  besides  that  it  indicate  r 
what  was  thea  called  the  root  of  the  matte 
necessarily  the  possession  of  a  manse ;  anc 
session  of  a  maQse  inlierred  compliance  witi 
trines  of  prelacy,  and  other  enormities  of 
There  was  some  question  how  far  maase  o 
stipend,  both  victual  and  money,  might 
balanoed  the  good  lady's  predispoaiiion  towc 
byteiy;  but  har  zeal  was  not  put  to  so  seve 
She  died  before  her  son  had  completed  h 
leaving  her  afflicted  spouse  just  as  disoonsoli 
to  be  expected.  The  first  act  of  old  Jasp 
vided  administration  was  to  recall  his  .son  fi 
Andrews,  in  order  to  obtain  his  assistance : 
mestic  Ubours.  And  here  it  might  have  1 
posed  that  our  Triptolemus.  summoned  to  > 
prActtoe  what  he  had  so  fondly  stitdied  in  the 
have  been,  to  tise  a  simile  which  lu  wc 
thought  lively,  like  a  cow  entering  upon  a  cl^ 
Alas,  mistaken  thoughts,  and  deceitfiil  hope 
kind! 

A  laughing  philosopher,  the  Democritus  o 
once,  in  a  moral  lecture,  compared  humas 
table  pierced  with  a  npmber  of  holes,  each 
has  a  pin  made  exactly  to  fit  it,  but  which  i 
stuck  in  hastily,  and  without  selection,  cha 
inevitably  to  the  roost  awkward  mistake 
how  often  do  we  see,"  the  orator  pathetic 
eluded;—"  how  often,  I  say,  do  we  see  the  n 
stuck  into  the  three-cornered  hole !"  This  ; 
tration  of  the  vagaries  of  fortune  set  every 
sent  into  convulsions  of  laughter,  exceptin 
alderman,  who  seemed  to  make  the  case  liis 
insisted,  that  it  was  no  Jesting  matter.  T< 
the  simile,  however,  which  is  an  excellent 
plain  that  Triptolemus  Yellowley  had  beei 
out  of  the  bag  at  least  a  hundred  yeare  to  soc 
bad  come  on  the  stage  in  our  own  time,  tha 
had  flourished  at  anv  time  within  these  thirt; 
years,  he  could  not  have  missed  to  have  hei 
fica  of  vice-president  of  some  eminent  agi 
society,  and  to  have  transacted  all  thebusmet 
under  the  auspices  of  some  noble  duke  or  1< 
as  the  matter  might  happen,  either  knew,  oi 
know,  the  difference  betwixt  a  horse  and  a 
cart-horse.  He  could  not  have  missed  sue 
ment,  for  he  was  exceedingly'leamed  in  all  tl 
tiouUrs,  which,  being  of  no  consequence  i 
practice,  go,  of  course,  a  great  way  to  const 
character  of  a  connoisseur  in  any  art,  and  e 
in  agriculture.  But,  alasl  Triptolemus  Y 
hadf  as  we  already  have  hinted,  eome  into  ll 
at  least  a  century  too  soon ;  for,  instead  of  e 
an  arm-chair,  with  a  hammer  in  his  ham 
bumper  of  port  Before  him,  giving  forth  the 
"To  breeding  in  all  its  branches,"  his  fathei 
him  betwixt  me  stilts  of  a  plough,  and  invite 
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guide  the  oxen,  on  whose  beftntiea  he  would,  in  our 
dav,»hQV6  descanted,  and  whose  rumps  he  would  not 
have  goaded,  but  have  carved.  Old  Jasper  complain- 
ed, that  although  no  one  talked  so  well  of  common 
and  several,  wheat  and  rape,  fallow  and  lea,  as  his 
learned  Won,  (whom  he  always  called  Tolimus,)  vet, 
•*  dang  it,"  added  the  Seneca,  "naught  thrives  wi'^un 
-•'naught  thrives  wi'  ml"  It  was  still  worse,  wheA 
Jasper,  becoming  frail  and  ancient,  was  obliged,  as 
happened  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  gradually  to 
yield  up  the  reins  of  government  to  the  academical 
neophyte. 

As  if  Nature  had  meant  him  a  spite,  he  had  mt 
one  of  the  dourest  and  most  intractable  farms  in  tlie 
Meams,  to  try  conclusions  withal,  a  plaoe  which 
seemed  to  yield  every  thing  but  what  the  a^^cuU 
turist  wanted ;  for  there  were  plenty  of  thistles, 
which  indicates  dry  land ;  and  store  of  fern,  which 
iA  said  to  intimate  deep  land;  and  nettles,  which 
show  where  lime  hath  been  applied ;  and  deep  fur- 
rows in  the  most  tmlikely  spots,  which  intimated  that 
it  had  been  cultivated  in  former  days  by  the  Peghts, 
as  popular  tradition  bore.  There  was  auo  enough  of 
stones  to  keep  the  ground  warm,  according  to  the 
creed  of  some  farmers,  and  great  abundance  of  springs 
10  render  it  cool  and  sappy,  according  fb  the  theory  of 
others.  It  was  in  vain  that,  acting  alternately  on 
these  opinions,  poor  Triptolemus  endeavoured  to 
avail  himself  of  the  supposed  capabilities  of  the  soil. 
No  kind  of  butter  that  might  oe  churned  could  be 
made  to  stick  upon  his  own  oread,  my  more  than  on 
that  of  poor  Tuaeer,  whose  Hundred  Points  of  Good 

4  •  Husbandry,  so  useful  to  others  of  his  day,  were  never 
to  himseli  worth  as  many  pennies.* 

In  fact,  excepting  a  hundred  acfes  of  infield,  to 
which  old  Jasper  had  early  seen  the  necesaty  of 
limiting  his  labours,  there  was  not  a  comer  of  the 
farm  fit  for  any  thing  but  to  break  plough-graith,  and 
kill  cattle.  And  then,  as  for  the  part  which  was 
really  tilled  with  some  profit,  the  expense  of  the  farm- 
ing establishment  of  Triptolemus,  and  his  disposition 
10  experiment,  soon  trot  rid  of  any  good  arising  from 
the  cultivation  of  it.  "The  carles 'and  the  cart-avers," 
he  confessed,  with  a  sigh,  speaking  of  his  farm-ser- 
vants and  horses,  "make  it' ail,  and  the  carles  and 
cart-avers  ent  it  all j"  a  conclusion  which  might  sum 
up  theyear-book  of  many  a  gentleman  farmer. 

Matters  would  hnve  soon  been  broiiglu  to  a  close 
with  Triptolemus  in  the  present  day.  He  would  have 
got  a  hank-credit,  monreuvred  with  wind-bills,  dashed 
out  upon  a  large  scale,  and  soon  have  seen  his  crop 
and  stock  sequestered  by  the.  Sheriff;  but  in  those 
days  a  man  could  not  ruin  himself  so  easily.  The 
whole  Scottish  tenantry  stood  upon  the  same  level 
flat  of  poverty,  bo  that  it  wnn  extremely  difficult  to 
find  any  vantage  ground,  by  climbing  up  to  which  a 
man  might  have  an  opportunity  of  actually  breaking 
his  neck  with  some  eclat.  They  M'ere  pretty  much  in 
the  situation  of  people,  who,  noing  totally  without 
credit,  may  indeed  suflfer  from  indigence,  but  cannot 

^  possibly  |)ccome  bankrupt.  Besides,  notwithstanding 
'th^  failure  of  Triptolcmus's  projects,  there  was  to  be 
balanced  against  the  exT)enditure  which  they  occa- 
sioned, all  the  savings  which  the  extreme  economy  of 
his  sister  Barbarv  could  effect ;  and  in  truth  her  ex- 
ertions were  wonderful.  She  might  have  realized,  if 
anyone  could,  the  idea  of  the  learned  philosopher, 
who,  pronounced  that  sleeping  was  a  fancy,  and  eating 
but  a  ha^it,  and  who  appeared  to  the  world  to  have 
renounced  both,  until  it  was  unhappily  discovered 
that  he  had  an  intrigue  with  the  eook-maid  of  the 
family,  who  indemnined  him  for  his  privations  by 
giving  him  private  entree,  to  the  pantnr,  and  to  a  share 
of  her  own  couch.  But  no  such  deceptions  were 
practised  by  Barbara  Yellowlev.  She  was  up  eariy, 
and  down  late,  and  seemed,  to  her  over- watched  and 
cver-taskM>  maidens,  to  be  as  toaJceri/e  as  the  cat 

*    herself.    Then,  for  ea ting,  it  appea red  that  the  air  was 
a  banquet  to  her,  and  she  would  fain  have  made  it  to 
to  her  retinue.    Her  brother,  who,  besides  being  lazy 
■  Ihit  is  admitted  by  the  En^liih  arrieuHuriBt  :— 
"  My  imme  mnoe  lias  bean  Um  ploufti. 

Entangled  with  lome  core  amoof  i 

Thr  f  i^in  not  great.  tlM  paio  eaougli. 

Itettt  made  ma  aing  another  iong.'* 


in  his  person,  was  somewhat  luznnous  in  his  a 
tite,  would'  willingly  now  and  then  have  tastt,  _ 
mouthful  of  animal  food,  were  it  but  to  know  bow 


jiisang. 
tasted  a 


his  sheep  were  fed  off;  but  a  proposal  to  eat  a  child 
oonld  not  have  siartled  Mistress  Barbara  more:  and, 
being  of  a  compliant  and  easy  dispoaiton,  Tripto- 
lemus reconciled  himself  to  the  necessity  of  a  per- 
petoal  Lent,  too  happy  when  he  could  ^t  a  scrap 
of  buttifer  to  his  oaten  cake,  or  ^as  they  kved  on  dn 
banks  of  the  Esk)  escape  the  daily  neeessitv  of  eating 
salmon,  whether  in  or  out  of  season,  six  days  oat  of 
the  seven. 

But  tflthoogh  Mrs.  Barbara  brought  faithfully  to 
the  joint  stock  all  savinss  which  her  awful  powoi 
of  economy  accomphshed  to  scrape  together,  and 
although  the  dower  of  their  mother  was  oy  d<!greei 
expended,  or  nearly  so,  in  aiding  them  upon  exuein 
occasfons,  the  term  at  length  approached  when  it 
seemed  impossible  that  they  oould  sustain  the  con- 
flict any  lon{[er  against  the  evil  star  of  Triptolemui, 
as  he  called  it  himself;  or  the  natural  result  of  ma 
absurd  specuktionsL  as  it  was  terated  by  othan 
Luckily  at  this  sad  crisis,  a  sod  jumped  down  to 
theirreliefootof  a  machine,  in  plain  EngliaKtlie 
noble  loid,  who  owned  their  Ann,  arrived  at  iusmaih 
aion-house  in  their  neighbourhood,  with  his  coach  aad 
six  and  his  running  footmen,  in  the  full  splendour  of 
the  seventeenth  csntury. 

This  person  of  quality  was  the  son  of  the  nobleman 
who  had  bron^t  the  ancient  Jasper  into  the  couDirr 
from  Yorkshire,  and  he  was,  like  nis  father,  a  fandnu 
and  scheming  man.*  He  had  schemed  well  for  hia- 
eeli^  however,  amki  the  mutations  of  the  time,  hayiag 
obtained,  for  a  certain  period  of  years,  the  admioif- 
tration  of  the  remote  islands  of  Oikney  and  Zetland, 
for  payment  of  a  certain  rent,  with  the  right  of  roai-  ' 
iiw  the  most  of  whatever  was  the  property  or  revwiij 
ofthe  crown  in  these  districts,  under  the  title  of  Lom 
Chamberlain.  Now,  his  lordship  hod  become  poi- 
sessed  with  a  notion,  in  itself  a  very  true  one,  that 
much  might  be  done  tp  render  this  grant  available,  by 
improving  the  culture  of  the  crown  lands,  both  in 
Orkney  and  Zetland ;  and  then  having  some  acauaui^ 
f  nco  with  our  friend  Triptolemus,  he  thoiaght  (raiMr 
less  happily)  that  he  might  prove  a  person  capabla« 
fiirthenng  his  schemes.  He  sent  for  him  to  toe  gnii 
Hall-house,  and  was  so  much  edified  by  the  way* 
which  our 'friend  laid  down  the  law  upon  evengi»« 
subject  relating  to  rural  economy,  that  he  loei  »• 
time  in  securing  the  co-operation  of  so  valuable  » 
assistant,  the  first  step  being  tooeiease  him  from  bif 
present  unprofitable  farm.  . 

The  terms  were  arranged  much  to  the  muid  ai 
Triptolemus,  who  had  already  been  taught,  by  many 
yeare'  experience,  a  dark  sort  of  notion,  that  witl>- 
out  undervaluing  or  doubting  for  a  moment  his  own 
skill,  it  would  be  quite  as  well  that  almost  all  tna 
trouble  and  risk  should.be  at  the  expense  of  hisei^ 

E lover.  Indeed,  the  hopes  of  advantage  whirh  ns 
fll  out  to  his  patron  were  so  confiderable,  that  uh  , 
Lord  Chamberlain  dropped  evciy  idea  of  admiitinf 
his  dependent  into  any  share  of  the  expected  profits ( 
for,  nide  as  the  arts  of  agriculture  were  in  SootlamL 
they  were  far  superior  to  those  knoxvn  and  pm^twea 
in  the  rerions  of  Thule,  and  Triptolemus  If  cUowlef  i 
conceived  himself  to  bfl  possessed  of  a  dcgiee  of  IB- 
sight  into  these  mysteries,  far  superior  to  what  wai  I 
possessed  or  practised  even  in  the  Meams.  The  iiy 
provement,  therefore,  which  was  to  be  expected 
would  bear  a  double  proportion,  and  the  Lord  Cham* 
berlain  was  to  reap  all  the  profit,  deducting  a  hand- 
some salary  for  his  steward  Yellowley.  together  wtl 
the  accommodation  of  a  house  and  domestic  fanrtj 
for  the  support  of  his  family.  Joy  seiaed  the  heart  ol 
Mistress  Barbara,  at  hearing  this  happy  terminaiiM 
of  what  threatened  to  be  so  very  bad  an  afiair  as  iM 
lease  of  Cauldacres.  ' 

"If  we  cannot,"  she  said,  "provide  for  our  ow» 

•  GOVSRNMBNT  OF  ZSTLAND.-At  the  peHod  WPP?*^' *f 

Earl*  of  Morton  held  the  iiilandii  of  Orkney  and  ^eilaiid.  «2* 
ginallf  granted  in  ie43.  eonflmied  in  1707,  and  rendered  "J*®*"* 
la  174S.  Thia  gave  the  Ainiily  much  property  and  >B""^7j 
which  they  usually  e^erciwd  by  f^ctora.  n«nw^cn""»°'"'!'ai 
In  17««  thu  property  wai  fold  by  the  then  Eartof  Morum  iw^ 
Sir  Uwrenoe  D«nda%  by  whoaeaoa,  Lord  Diudaa,  iiwau*  t'^'fbj 
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hoDse,  when  all »  comin.!;  in,  and  nothing  going  out, 
surely  we  must  be  woree  than  infidels  !'* 

Tnptolemus  was  a  busy  map  for  some  time,  huffins; 
and  puffirif?,  and  eatingand  dnnking  in  every  change- 
hooae,  whue  he  ordered  and  collected  together  propo* 
implements  of  aj^riculture,  to  be  ased  by  the  natives  of 
these  devoted  islands,  whose  destinies  were  menaced 
with  this  formidable  change.  Singular  tools  these 
would  seem,  if  presented  before  a  modem  agricultural 
•ociecy;  but  every  thing  is  relative,  nor  could  the 
keavy  cartload  of  timber,  called  the  old  Scots  plough, 
leem  less  strange  to  a  Scottish  farmer  of  this  present 
day,  than  the  corselets  and  casques  of  the  soldiers  of 
Cortes  might  seem  to  a  regiment  of  our  own  army. 
Yet  the  latter  donquered  Mexico,  and  undoubtedly  the 
ibrmer  would  have  been  a  splendid  improvement  on 
the  state  of  agriculture  in  Thule. 

We  have  never  been  able  to  learn  why  Triptolemus 
preferred  fixing  his  residence  in  Zetland,  to  bccomirtg 
an  inhabitnnt  of  the  Orkneys.  Perhaps  he  thought 
the  inhabitants  of  the  latter  Archipela^  the  more 
simple  and  docile  of  the  two  kindred  tnbcs ;  or  per- 
haps he  considered  the  situation  of  the  house  and 
&nn  he  himself  was  to  occupy,  (which  was  indeed  a 
tolerable  one,)  as  preferable  to  that  which  he  had  it  in 
hia  power  to  have  obtained  upon  Pomona,  (so  the 
main  island  of  the  Orkn^s  is  entitled).  At  Harfra, 
or,  as  it  was  sometimes  called,  Stourburgh,  from  the 
remains  of  a  Pictish  fort,  which  was  almost  close  to 
the  inansiofi-house,  the  factor  settled  himself,  in  the 
plenitude  of  his  auth9nty;  determined  to  honour  the 
name  he  bore  by  his  exertions,  in  precept  and  exam- 
ple, to  cttilize  the  Zettandera,  and  improve  their  very 
oonfined  knowledge  in  the  primary  arts  of  human 
hfe. 


CHAPTER  V. 
As  wind  bi«w  k«en  (Via  north  and  aaat  { 
It  blew  upon  the  floor. 

Qvo'  OUT  ffoodmao  to  our  foodwitb, 
**  Oec  ap  and  bv  th«  door."  • 

"  My  hand  is  in  vaj  hoiuewife-tkep, 

*    Goodniftn,  •■  ye  majr  see ; 

If  it  shouldmi  be  barrad  Uiene  haadred  yaan, 

'  It'n  nobobtrredformei*'  Old  Bong. 

Wb  can  only  hope  that  the  gentle  reader  has  not 
fennd  the  latter  part  of  the  last  chapter  eittremely 
ledicMis;  bat,  at  any  rate,  his  impatience  will  scarce 
equal  that  of  young  Mordaunt  Merioun^  who,  while 
the  Mg^tning  came  flash  after  flash,  whde  the  wind, 
leciing  and  shifting  from  point  to  point,  blew  with 
ail  the  fury,  of  a  hurricane,  and  while  the  rain  was 
dashed  against  him  in  deluges,  stood  hammering, 
calling,  and  roarinff  at  the  door  of  the  old  Place  of 
Harfra,  impatient  for  admittance,  and  at  a  loss  to 
eonceive  any  position  of  existing  circumstances, 
which  coold  occasion  the  exclusion  of  a  stranger, 
espectallv  durin/<  such  horrible  weather.  At  length, 
fifidins  his  noise  and  vociferation  were  equally  in 
vain,  he  fell  back  so  &r  from  the  front  of  the  house, 
as  was  necessary  to  enable  him  to  reconnoitre  the 
chimneys:  and  amklst*'*  storm  and  shade,"  could  dis- 
cover, to  the  increase  of  his  dismay^  that  though  noon, 
then  cfae  dinner  hour  of  those  islands,  was  now 
nearly  arrived,  there  was  no  smoke  proceeding  from 
the  tunnels  of  the  vents  to  give  any  note  of  prepara- 
Bon  within. 

Blordaont's  wrathful  impatience  was  now  ch/inged 
■ito  sympathy  and  alarm ;  foT.  so  long  accu^omed 
"o  the  exuberant  hospitality  of^  the  Zetland  islands, 
he  waa  immediately  induced  to  suppose  some  strange 
and  onaccoun table  disaster  had  befalten  the  family; 
ind  forth Hnth  set  himself  to  discover  som^  place  at 
which  he  could  make  forcible  entiv,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain the  situation  of  the  inmates,'^ as  much  as  to  ob- 
*33a  shelter  from  the  ftill  increasing  storm.  His  pre- 
vail anxiety  was,  however,  as  mucn  thrown  awav  as 
kfs  late  clamorous  importunities  for  admittance  had 
Wo.  Triptolemus  And  his  sister  had  heard  the  whole 
«ivnt.  Without,  and  had  already  had  a  sharp  dispute 
oi  the  propriety  of  opening  the  door. 

Un.  Baby,  a9  we  have  described  her,  was  no  willing 
Raderer  of  the  rites  of  hospitality.  In  their  farm  of 
Caoldacres.  in  the  Meams,  she  had  been  the  dtead 


and  abhorrence  of  all  gaberlunzie  men,  and  travelling 
packmen,  gipsies,  long  remembered  begmars,  and  so 
forth ;  nor  was  there  one  of  them  so  wily  as  she  used 
to  boast,  as  could  ever  say  tney  had  heard  the  clhdc 
of  her  sneck.  In  Zetland,  where  the  new  settlers 
were  yet  strangera  to  the  extreme  honesty  and  sim< 
plicity  of  all  classes,  suspicion  and  fear  joined  with 
fragality  in  her  desire  to  excludffall  wandering  guestt 
of  uncertain  character;  and  the  second  of  these  mo^ 
tives  had  its  eflect  on  Triptolemus  himself,  who, 
though  neither  suspicious  nor  penurious,  knew  good 
people  were  scarce,  good  farmera  scarcer,  and  had  a 
reasonable  share  of  that  wisdom  which  looks  towards 
self-preservation  as  the  first  law  of  nature.  These 
hints  may  serve  as  a  commentary  on  the  following 
dialogue  which  took  place  betwixt  the  brother  and 
sister. 

*'  I^w,  good  be  gracious  to  ua'*  said  Triptoleroas^ 
as  he  sat  thumbing  his'  old  school-copy  of  Virgil, 
"  here  is  a  pare  day  for  the  bear  seed  1— Well  spoke 
the  wise  Mantuan— «en^  9urgenHbua — and  then 
the  groans  of  the  mountains,  and  the  long-resound- 
mg  shores— but  Where's  the  woods,  Baby  7  tell  me^  I 
say,  where  we  shall  find  the  nemorum  murmurt  sis* 
ter  Baby,  in  these  flew  seats  of  ours  7" 

"  What's  your  foolish  will  7"  said  Babf,  popping  her 
head  Irom  out  of  a  daik  recess  in  the  kitchea.  wnere 
she  was  busy  about  some  nameless  deed  of  house- 
wifery. 

Her  broflier,  who  had  addressed  himself  to  her  mora 
from  habit  than  intention,  no  sooner  saw  her  bleak 
red  nose,  keen  gray  eves,  with  the  sharp  features 
thereunto  conforming,  shaded  by  the  flaps  of  the  loose 
toy  which  depended  on  each  sido  of  her  eager  face, 
than  he  bethought  himself  that  his  auery  was  likely 
to  find  little  acceptation  from  her,  and  therefore  stood 
another  volley  before  he  would  resume  the  topic. 
,  "  I  say,  Mr-  Yellowley,"  said  sister  Baby,  coming 
mto  the  middle  of  the  room,  "  what  for  are  ve  crying 
on  me,  and  me  in  the  midst  of  my  housewifeskep7'' 
"Nay.  for  nothing  at  all,  Bab^/'  answered  Tripto- 
lemus, "  saving  that  I  was  saying  to  myself;  that 
here  we  had  the  sea,  and  the  wind,  and  the  rain,  suffi- 
cient enough,  but  where's  the  wood7  whereas  the 
wood,  Baby,  answer  me  that  7" 

"The  wood?"  replied  Baby— "Were  I  no  to  take 
better  care  of  the  wood  than  you,  brother,  there  would 
soon  be  no  more  wood  about  the  town  than  the  bar- 
ber's block  that's  on  your  own  shouklers,  Triptole- 
mus. If  ye  be  thinking  of  the  wreck-wood  that  th^ 
callants  brought  in  yesterday,  there  was  six  ounces  of 
it  gned  to  boti  your  parritch  this  morning ;  though,  I 
trow,  a  carefu'  m^n  wad  have  la'en  drammoclc,  if 
breakfast  be  behoved  to  have,  rather  than  waste 
baith  meltith  and  fuel  in  the  same  morning." 

"That  is  to  say,  TJnby,"  replied  Triptolemus,  who 
was  somewhat  of  a  dryjokerin  his  way,  "  that  when 
we  have  fire  we  are  not  to  have  food,  and  when  we 
have  food  we  are  not  to  have  fl.e,  these  being  too  great 
blessings  to  enjoy  both  on  the  same  day  1  Good  luck, 
you  do  not  oropose  we  should  starve  with  cold  and 
starve  with  hunger  unieo  eontexbu  But,  to  tell  you 
the  truth,  I  could  never  away  with  raw  oatmeal, . 
slockened  with  water,  in  all  my  life.  Call  it  dram- 
mock,  or  crowdie,  or  just  what  ye  list,  ray  vi  vera  must 
thole  fire  and  water."^ 

"The  mair  gowk  you,"  said  Baby;  "can  ye  ntit 
make  your  brose  on  the  Sunday,  and  sup  them  cauld 
on  the  Monday,  since  ye'rc  sae  dainty  7  Mony  is  the 
fairer  face  than  yours  that  has  licked  the  lip  after  such 
a  cogfu'." 

"Mercy  on  us,  sister f  said  Triptolemus;  "at  this 
rate,  it's  a  finished  field  with  me— I  must  unyoke  the 
pleugh,  apd  lie  down  to  wait  for  the  dcad-thraw. 
Here  is  that  in  this  h9use  wad  hold  all  Zetland  in 
meal  fur  a  twelvemonth,  and  ye  grudge  a  cogfu'  of 
warm  parritch  to  me,  that  has  sic  a  charge  1" 

"Whisht— hauld  your  silly  clavering  tongue !"  said 
Baby,  looking  round  with  apprehension—  ye  are  a 
wise  man  to  speak  of  what  is  m  the  house,  and  a  fit- 
ting man  to  have  the  charge  of  it !— Hark,  as  I  live  by 
bread,  I  hear  a  tapping  at  the  outer yett  r 

"Go  and  open  it  thcn,*Baby,'*  said  her  brother,  glad 
at  any  thing  that  promised  to  interrupt  the  disputes 


THEHRATBL 


[Ghap.V 


**  Gro  nnd  open  il,  said  he!"  echoed  Baby,  half'an- 
ffn\  htilt'  fri^liiened,  and  ^alf  rriuniphani  at  the  supe- 
riority of  her  understanding;  over  inal  of  her  brother 
— **  iio  and  open  it,  said  he,  indeed !  —is  it  lo  lend  rob* 
bora  Q  chance  to  take  all  that  is  in  the  house?" 

"Robbers I"  echoed  TripU)leinua,  in  hiif  turn; 
"  there  are  no  more  robbers  in  this  country  than  there 
lire  lambs  at  Yule.  I  tdl  you,  ad  1  have  told  you  an 
hundred  times,  there  are  no  Highlandmen  to  harry  us 
hero.  This  is  a  land  of  quiet  and  honesty.  O/ortu- 
natinimiutnr 

"  And  what  good  is  St.  Rinian  to  do  ye,  Tolimus  T 
•aid  his  sister,  mistaking  the  auotation  for  a  Catho- 
lic invocation.  "  Besides,  if  there  be  no  Highland- 
nien,  there  mav  be  as  bad.  I  saw  sax  or  seven  as 
ill-lovking  chields  gang  past  the  place  yesterday,  as 
ever  came  frae  beyont  Clochna-bcn ;  iU-fa'red  tools 
they  had  iu  their  hands,  whaaling  knives  they  ca'ed 
them,  but  they  looked  as  like  dirks  and  whin^Srs  as 
BO  bit  aim  can  look  like  onither.  There  is  nae 
honest  men  carry  siocan  tools." 

Here  the  knocking  and  shouts  of  Mordaunt  were 
very  audible  betwixt  every  swell  of  the  horrible  blast 
which  was  careering  without.  The  brother  and  sis- 
ter looked  at  each  other  in  real  perplexity  and  lear. 
*'  If  they  have  heard  of  the  siller,"  said  Baby,  her  very 
nose  changing  with  terror  from  red  to  blue,  "  we  are 
but  gane  folk  P 

"Who  speaks  now,  when  they  should  hold  their 
tongue?"  said  Triptolemus.  "Goto  the  shot-window 
instantly,  and  see  bow  many  there  are  of  them,  while 
1  load  the  oki  Spanish-barrelled  duck-gun-^o  as  if 
you  were  stepping  on  new-laid  eggs." 

Baby  crept  to  the  window,  and  reported  that  she 
Mw  only  "  one  young  chiela,  clattering  and  roahng 
•s  ^n  he  were  oiaft.  How  many  there  might  be  out 
of  sight,  she  could  not  say." 

"Out  of  sight !— nonsense,"  said  Triptolemus,  lay- 
ing aside  the  ramrod  .with  which  he  was  loading  the 
piece,  with  a  trembling  hand.  "  I  will  warrant  them 
out  of  sight  and  hearing  both— this  is  some  poor  fel- 
low catcned  in  the  tempest,  wants  the  shelter  of  our 
tooC  and  a  little  refreshment.  Open  the  door.  Baby, 
it's  a  Christian  desed." 

**But  is  it  a  Christian  deed  of  him  to  come  in  at  the 
window,  then  7"  said  Baby,  setting  up  a  most  doleful 
shriek,  as  Mordaunt  Mertoun,  who  had  forced  open 
one  of  the  windows,  leaped  down  into  the  apartment, 
dripping  with  water  like  a  river  god.  Triptolemus,  in 
great  tru)ulation^  presented  tne  gun  which  he  had  not 
yet  loaded,  while  the  intruder  exclaimed,  *'Hold, 
hold— what  the  devil  mean  you  by  keeping  your  doors 
bolted  in  weather  like  this,  and  levelling  your  gun  at 
folk's  heads  as  you  would  at  a  sealgb's?" 

"And  who  are  you,  friend,  and  what  want  you?" 
said  Triptolemus,  lowenng  the  btn  of  his  gim  to  the 
floor  as  he  spoke,  and  so  recovering  his  arms. 

"What  do  I  want!"  said  Mordaunt;  "I  want 
every  thing— I  want  meat,  drink,  and  tire,  a  bed  for 
the  night,  and  a  sheltie  for  to-morrow  morning  to 
carry  me  to  Jarlshof." 

"And  ye  said  there  were  nae  caterans  or  somers 
here?"  said  Baby  to  the  agriculturist,  reproachfully, 
"  Hieard  ye  ever  a  breekless  loon  frae  iJochab^r  tell 
his  mind  and  his  errand- mair  defdy?— Come,  come, 
friend,"  she  added,  addressing  herself  to  Mordaunt, 
"  put  up  your  pipes  and  gang  your  gate ;  this  is  the 
house  of  his  lordiahip's  factor,  and  no  place  of  reset 
for  tbifwers  or  somert." 

Mordaunt  laughed  in  her  face  at  the  simplicity  of 
the  request.  "Leave  built  walls,"  he  said,  "and  in 
such  a  tempest  as  this  ?  What  take  you  me  for  7— a 
gannet  or  a  scart  do  you  think  I  am,  thpt  your  clap- 
ping your  hands  and  skirling  at  me  like  a,  mad  wo- 
man, shotild  drive  me  from  the  shelter'  into  the 
torm  t 

"And  so  youproposoi  SDungman,"  said  Triptole- 
mus, gravely,  "  to  stay  in7my  nouse,  volens  nolens— 
that  is,  whether  we  will  or  no  ?" 

"  Will !"  said  Mordkunt :  "  what  right  have  yon  to 
wil!  any  thins  about  it  ?  Do  you  not  hear  the  thun- 
der? Do  yoQ  not  hear  the  rain?  Do  you  not  see 
the  lightning  ?  And  db  you  not  know  this  is  the  only 
*- within  I  .wot  not  how  many  miles?    Come, 


my  gooi,  master  and  dame,  this  m&y  be  Scottish Jo^ 
ing,  out  It  sounds  strange  in  Zetland  ears. ,  Vounavo 
let  out  the^e,  too,  and  my  teeth  are  dancing  a  jig  in 
my  head  with  cold  ;N but  I'll  soon  put  that  to 
rights." 

ae  seized  tha  fire-tonga,  raked  together  the^emben 
upon  the  hearth,  broke  up  into  life  the  gathering-peat, 
which  the  hostess  had  calculated  should  have  pre* 
served  the  seeds  of  fire,  without  giving  them  forth, 
for  many  hours ;  then  casting  his  eye  round,  nwin 
a  comer  the  stock  of  drift-wood,  which  Mistress 
Baby  had  served  forth  by  ouooea,  and  transferred  t«-o 
or,  three  logs  of  it  at  once  to  tlie  hearth,  which,  con- 
scious of  such  unwonted  supplv,  began  to  transmit « 
the  chimney  such  a  smoke  as  had  not  issued  from  the 
Place  of  Harfra  for  many  a  day. 

While  their  uninvited  guest  was  thus  making  him- 
self at  home,  Baby  kept  ^ging  and  jo^ng  the  factor 
to  turn  out  the  intruder.  But  for  this  undertakioft 
Tript9lemus  Yellowley  felt  neither  courage  nor  zeu, 
nor  did  circumstances  seem  at  all  to  warrant  the  fa- 
vourable conclusion  of  any  fray  into  which  he  might 
etitcr  with  the  young  stranger.  The  sinewy  limbs 
and  graceful  form  of  Mordaunt  Mertoun  wereseeoio 

great  advantage  in  his  simple  sea-dress ;  and  with  bis 
ark  ^arkling  eye,  finelv  formed  head,  animated  fea- 
tures, close  curled  dark  nair,  and  bold,  free  looks,  iht 
stranger  formed  a  very  strong  contrast  with  thenoit 
on  whom  he  had  intruded  himselfl  Triptolemtu  was 
a  short,  climisy,  duck-legged  disciple  ol  Ceres,  whosi 
bottle-nose^  turned  up  and  handsomely  coppered  at 
the  extremity,  seemed  to  intimate  somethiiiig  of  sa 
occaswnal  treaty  with  Bacchus.  It  was  like  to  be  do 
equal  meliay  betwixt  persons  of  such  unequal  form 
and  strength  i  and  the  difference  betwixt  twenty  and 
fifty  years  was  nothing  in  favour  of  the  weaker  party. 
Besides,  the  factor  was  an  honest  good-natured  leQov 
at  bottom,  and  being  soon  satisfiM  that  his  guest  bad 
no  other  views  than  those  of  obtaining  r^fiige  from  tbs 
storm,  it  would,  despite  his  sister's  instigations,  hare 
been  his  last  act  to  deny  a  boon  so  reasoKibwaiid 
necessary  to  a  ydtlh  whose  exterior  was  so  prepM* 
sessing.  He  stood,  therefore,  considering  how  m 
could  most  gracefully  glide  into  the  charaster  of  tne 
hosDitable  landlord,  out  of  that  of  the  churlisb  de- 
fender of  his  domestic  castle,  against  an  unnuthflOVd 
intrusion,  when  Baby,  who  had  stood  appalled  atue 
extreme  familiarity  of  the  strangepa  address  and  da* 
meanour,  now  spoke  up  for  herself. 

"My  troth,  lad,"  sakl  she  to  Mordaunt,  *'ye  arew 
blate,  to  light  on  at  that  rate,  and  the  bestof  .woo^ , 
too — nane  of  your  shamey  peats,  but  good  aik  timber, 
nae  less  maun  serve  ye ! 

"You  come  lightly  by  it-  dame,"  said  Mordaimt, 
carelessly ;  "  and  you  should  not  grudge  to  the  W 
what  the  sea  gives  you  for  nothing.  These  goodnbe 
of  oak  did  their  last  duty  upon  earth  and  ocean,  vfacB 
they  could  hold  no  longer  together  under  the  bnn 
hearts  Uiat  manned  the  oark.'^ 

"And  that's  true,  too,"  said  the  oM  woman, soAoi 
ing— "this  maun  be  awsome  weather  by  sea-  Sil 
down  and  warm  ye,  since  the  sticks  area-low.' 

"Ay,  ay,"  said  Triptolemus,  ^'it  is  a  pleasure,  to  •« 
siccan  a  oonny  bleeze.  I  havena  seen  the  like  oi 
since  I  left  Caiudacres."  „ 

"And  shallna  see  the  like  o't  again  inabunri 
said  Baby,  "unless  the  house  take  fire,  or  there wld 
be  a  coal-netigh  found  out."  . 

"And  wherefore  should  there  not  be  a  coal-hengft 
found  out?"  said  the  factor,  triumphandy— '*l"»y 
wherefore  should  not  a  coal-faeugh  be  found  out  Ut 
Zetland  as  welt  as  in  Fife,  now  that  the  Chamberfatt 
has  a  far-sighted  and  discreet  man  upon  the  spp^^ 
make  the  necessary  perauisitions?  They  are  baitA 
fisbang-stations,  I  tVow?'^ 

"1  tell  you  what  it  is,  Tolessus  Yellowley,"  ."«- 
swered  his  sister,  who  had  practical  reasons  to  fear 
her  brother's  opening  upon  any  false  scent,  ii  y<f^ 
promise  my  Lord  sae  mony  of  these  bonaie-wayes, 
we'll  no  be  weel  hafted  here  before  we  are  found  oat 
and  set  a-tn)tting  again.  If  ane  was  to  speak  to  y« 
about  a  goki  mine,  1  ken  weel  wha  would  prom^-W 
suld  have  Portugal  pieces  clinking  in  bis  pouch  b^wi* 
the  year  gaed  by." 
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**  And  whv  sold  I  not  7**  Mid  Triptoleroi  , 

your  head  apea  not  know  ihere  is  a  land  in  , 

called  Ophir,  or  aomething  very  like  it;  and  where- 
fore might  noc  Solomon,  the  wise  king  of  the  Jews, 
kave  sent  thither  hia  ships  and  his  Msrvanta  for  four 
kundreii  and  fifty  talents  1  I  trow  he  fnew  beat  where 
to  00  or  send,  and  I  hope  you  believe  in  your  Bible, 

Baby  was  silenced  bv  an  appeal  to  acnpture,  how-  ' 
iver  mai  d  propost  and  only  answered  by  an  inarticu- 
ate  humph  of  incredulity  or  acorn,  while  her  brother 
veot  on  addreasijig  Mordaunt—  Vea,  you  shall  all 
sf  you  see  what  a  chanj^e  shall  coin  introduce,  even 
into  such  an^  unpropitioua  country  as  yours.  Ye 
have  not  heard  of  copper,  I  warrant,  nor  of  jron- 
aUMCf  in  these  islands,  neither?"  Mordaunt  said  be 
bad  neard  there  was  dopper  near  the  ClifTs  of  Ko- 
aiogaburgh.  "Ay,  and  a  copper  scum  is  found  on 
theLoch  of  Swana,  too^  youn^  man.  But  the  young- 
est of  you.  doubtless,  thinks  himself  a  match  for  such 
aslaoir 

Baby,  who  during  all  this  while  bad  been  closely 
and  accurately  reconnoitermg  the  youth's  person,  now 
interposed  in  a  manner  by  her  brother  totally  unex- 
pected. ^*  Ye  had  mair  need,  Mr.  Yellowley,  to  give 
die  jroung  man  soma  dry  clothes,  and  to  see  about 
getting  aoraething  for  him  to  eat,  than  to  sit  there 
bleesing  away  with  your  lang  tales,  as  if  the  weather 
irere  not  windy  enow  without  your  help ;  and  maybe 
the  lad  would  drink  some  blandt  or  sic*like,  if  ye  had 
the  grace  to  aak  him." 

While  Triptolemua  looked  aatonished  at  such  a 
proposal,  conaidering  the  quarter  it  came  from,  Mor- 
daunt answered,  he  "should  be  very  glad  to  have  dry 
dothes,  but  be^ed  to  be  excused  from  drinking  until 
he  had  eaten  somewhat." 

Tiiptolemus  accordingly  conducted  him  into  an- 
other apartment,  and  accommodating  him  with  a 
duo^  of  dresa,  left  him  to  his  arrangementa,  while 
ha  Jiiniself  returned  to  the  kitchen,  much  puzzled  to 
account  for  his  sister's  unusual  fit  of  nospitaiity.  "  She 
must  bey<sy,"*  ho  said.  '*  and  in  that  case  has  not  long 
to  live,  and  though  I  fall  heir  to  her  tochetgood,  1  am 
any  tor  it;  for  ahe  has  held  the  house-gear  well  to- 
gether—drawn the  girth  over  tight  it  may  be  now 
and  then,  but  the  saddle  aits  the  better." 

When  Triptolemus  returned  to  the  kitchen,  he  found 
his  suspicions  confirmed;  for  his  sister  was  in  the 
desperate  act  oi  couaigning  to  the  pot  a  smoked  goose, 
which,  with  others  of  the  same  tribe,  had  long 
hnng  in  tiie  large  chimney,  muttering  to  herself  at  the 
same  time,— ''It  maun  oe  eaten  aune  or  syne,  and 
what  for  no  by  the  puircallant?" 

'*Wbat  is  this  of  it,  sister  1"  said  Triptolemus. 
**  You  have  on  the  girdle  and  the  pot  at  ance.  What 
dav  is  this  wi'  your' 

E'en  such  a  day  as  the  Israelites  had  beside  the 
flesh-pots  of  Egypt,  billy  Triptolumus ;  but  ye  little 
keo  wha  ye  have  in  yomT  house  this  blessed  day." 

"^  Troth,  and  little  do  I  ken,"  said  Triptolemua,  *'as 
little  as  I  would  ken  the  naig  I  never  saw  before.  I 
would  take  the  lod  for  a  jagger,t  but  he  has  rather 
ower  good  havings,  and  he  has  no  pack*" 

"  Y«  ken  as  little  as  ane  of  your  ain  bits  o'  nowt, 
man  "  retorted  sister  Baby ;  ''  if  ye  ken  na  him,  do  ye 
ken  Tronda  Dronsdaughter  1" 
^  "Trottda  Dronsdaughter!"  echoed  Triptolemus— 
''how  ahould  I  but  ken  her,  when  I  pay  her  twal  pen- 
nies Scots  by  the  day,  for  working  in  the  house  here? 
I  trow  she  works  as  if  the  things  burned  her  fm- 
— 8.  I  had  better  give  a  Scots  lass  a  groat  of  Eng- 
i  siller."  .  - 

/  And  tbat'a  the  maist  sensible  word  ye  have  sa^ 
this  blessed  rooming.— Weel,  but  Tronda  kens  this 
Ud  weel.  and  she  has  often  spoke  to  me  about  him. 
They  cl^)  his  father  the  Silent  Man  of  Sumburgh, 
lad  they  say  he's  uncanny." 

'*Hout,  hout— nonsense,  nonsense— they  are  aye  at 

*  When  a  pomn  chantM  bin  condition  raddeolr*  na  wheo  a 
KM'becunwf  libeml,  or  a  chart  good-hamoured,  he  m  Mid,  in 
fcoteh,  to  be  fn  t  tiMt  in.  prodettiood  to  apeody  death,  of 
which  aach  aattUtioiia  of  homour  ara  reoeiyed  aa  a  aure  iodi- 
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sidi  trash  as  that,"  said  the  brother,  **  when  you  want 
a  day'a  wark  out  x>f  them— they  have  stepped  owar 
the  tanga,  or  they  have  met  an  uncanny  boidy,  or  thsy 
have  turned  about  the  boat  against  the  sun,  and  thoa 
there's  naught  to  be  done  that  day." 

"  Weel,  weel,  brother,  ye  are  so  wise,'!  said  Baby. 
"because  ye  knapped  Latin  at  Saint  Andrews;  and 
can  your  lair  tali  me,  then,  wh4  the  lad  has  round 
his  halsel" 

*'  A  Barcelona  napkin,  as  i«et  as  a  dishclout  and 
I  have  juat  lent  him  one  of  my  own  overlaya,'*^  said 
TriptolemuA 

"A  Barcebna  napkin!"  Bai<l  Baby,  elevadng  het 
voice,  and  then*  suddenly  lowering  it,  as  from  apprs- 
hension  of  being  overheard—'*!  say  a  gold  chain  r* 

''A  gold  chain ."  said  Triptolemus. 

"In  troth  is  it,  hinny;  and  how  like  you  that? 
The  folk  aay  here,  aa  Tronda  tells  me,  that  the  King 
of  the  Oro'ws  gave  it  to  his  father,  the  Silent  man  « 
Sumburgh." 

"  I  wish  you  woukl  speak  sense,  or  be  the  silent 
woman,"  said  Triptolemus.  "Thempshbt  of  it  all  is, 
then,  that  this  lad  is  the  rich  stranger's  son,  and  that 
you  are  giving  him  the  goose  you  yere  to  keep  till 

"  lYoih,  brother,  wh  maun  do  something  for  Gtod's 
sake,  and  to  moke  friends ;  and  the  lad,"  added  Baby, 
(for  even  she  was  not  altogether  above  the  preiudioea 
of  her  sex  in  fiivour  of  outward  form,)  "  the  lad  has  a 
fair  face  of  his  ain." 

"  Ye  would  have  let  money  a  fiur  face,"  said  Trip- 
tolenuia  "  pass  the  door  pining,  if  it  had  not  been  lor 
the  sold  chain." 

"Nae  doubt,  naa  doubt,"  replied  Baihara:  "ye 
wadna  have  me  waste  our  substance  on  every  thigger 
or  somer  that  has  the  luck  to  come  by  the  door  In  a 
wet  day']  But  this  lad  has  a  fair  and  a  wide  name 
in  the  country,  and  Tronda  says  he  ia  to  be  married 
to  a  daughter  of  the  rich  Udaller,  Magnus  Tn>il,^nd 
the  marnage-day  is  to  be  fixed  whenever  he  makes 
choice  (set  him  up)  between  the  twa  laasea;  and  so 
it  wad  be  as  much  as  our  good  name  is  worth,  and 
our  quiet  lorby.  to  let  him  sit  unserved,  although  he 
does  come  unsent  for." 

"The  best  reason  in  life,"  said  Triptolemus,  "for 
letting  a  man  into  a  house  is,  that  you  dare  not  bid 
him  go  by.  However,  since  there  is  a  man  of  oua- 
hty  amongst  them,  I  will  let  him  know  whom  he  nas 
to  do  with,  in  my  person."  Then  advancing  to  the 
door,  he  exclaimed,  ^*£teu»tibij  DaveT 

"Adgum^**  answered  the  youth,  entering  the  apart- 
ment. 

"  Hem !"  aaid  the  erudite  Triptolemus,  "  not  alto- 
gether deficient  in  his  humanities,  I' see.  I  will  try 
nim  further.— Canst  thou  aught  of  nusbandry,  young 
gentleman?" 

"Troth,  sir,  not  I,'.'  answered  Mordaunt;  "I  have 
been  trained  to  plough  upon  the  aea,  and  to  reap  upon 
the  crag." 

"Plough  the  sea!"  said  Triptolemus;  "that's  a 
fiirrow  requires  small  harrowing;  and  for  your  har- 
vest on  the  crag,  I  suppose  you  mean  these  9cowrie», 
or  whatever  you  call  them.  It  is  a  sort  of  ingather- 
ing which  the  Ranzelman  should  stop  by  the  law  f 
nothing  more  likely  to  break  an  honest  man's  bones. 
I  profess  I  canuot  see  the  pleasure  men  propose  by 
dangling  in  a  rope's  end  betwixt  earth  and  heaven. 
In  my  case,  I  had  as  lief  the  other  end  of  the  fope 
were  fastened  to  the  gibbet ;  I  should  be  sure  of  not 
falling,  at  least." 

"  Now,  I  would  only  advise  you  to  try  it,"  replied 
Mordaunt  "Trust  me,  the  world  has  few  grander 
sensations  than  when  one  is  perched  in  mid-air  be- 
tween a  high-browed  clifi*  and  a  roaring  ocean,  the 
rope  by  wnich  you  are  sustained  seeming  scarce 
stronger  than  a  silken  thread,  and  the  stone  on  which 
you  have  one  foot  stesdied,  affording  such  a  breadth 
as  the  kitt/wake  might  rust  upon— to  feel  and  know 
all  (his,  with  the  full  confidence  (hat  your  own  agility 
of  limb,  and  strength  of  head,  can  bring  you  as  saie 
off  as  if  you  had  the  win'g  of  the  gosshawk— this  is 
indeed  being  almost  independent  of  the  earth  you 
tread  on  I" 

Thptolemuf  staved  at  this  enthusisstio  descriptMh 
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of  an  amusement  which^od  so  few  charms  for  him ; 
and  his  sister,  looking  at  the  glancing  eye  and  ele- 
vated bearing  of  the  young  adventurer,  answdred, 
by  ejaculating,  "  My  certie,  lad,  but  ye  are  a  brave 
chield  I" 

"A  brave  chield T'  returned  Yellowley,— "I  say  a 
brave  goose,  to  be  flicbtering  and  fleeing  in  the  wmd 
when  he  niight  abide  upon  terra  Jlrma  I  But  come, 
here's  a  goose  that  is  more  lo  the  purpose,  when  once 
it  is  well  ooiled. ,  Get.us  trenchers  and  salt,  Baby- 
but  in  tiiiih  it  will  prove  salt  enough— a  tasty  morsel 
it  is ;  but  i  think  the  Zetlanders  be  the* only  folk  in 
the  world  that  think  of  ninnioff  such  risks  to  catch 
geese,  and  then  boiling  them  when  they  have  done." 

*'To  be  ^rc,"  replied  his  sister,  (it  was  the  only 
word  they  had  agreed  in  that  daj^,)  "it  would  be  an 
unoo  thing  to  bti  ony  gudewife  in  Angus  or  a'  the 
Mearns  boil  a  goose,  while  there  was  sic  things  as 
spits  in  the  warld.— But  wha's  this  neist !"  she  added, 
looking  towards  the  entrance  with  great  indignation. 
"  My  certie,  open  doors,  and  dogs  come  in--and  wha 
opened  the  door  to  him  T* 

"  I  did,  to  be  sure,"  replied  Mordaunt ;  "  vou  would 
not  have  a  poqr  devil  stand  beating  your  deaf  door- 
cheeks  in  weather  like  this?— Here  goes  something, 
though,  to  he!p  the  fire,"  he  add^d,  drawing  out  the 
sliding  bar  of  oak  with  which  the  door  had  been  se- 
cured, and  throwing  it  on  the  hearth,  whence  it  was 
snatched  by  Dame  Baby  in  great  wrath,  sheezclaim- 
uig  at  the  same  time,— 

^*Ifs  sea-borne  timber,  as  thare's  little  else  here, 
and  he  dings  it  about  as  if  it  were  a  fir-clog !— And 
who  be  you,  an  it  pleaSe  vou?"  she  added,  turning  to 
the  stranger,—"  a  very  nallanshaker  loon,-  as  ever 
crossed  my  (wa  een  1" 

"  I  am  a  .ja;;ger,  if  it  Vike  your  ladyship,"  replied  the 
uninvited  guest,  a  stout,  vulgar,  little  man,  who  had 
indeed  the  humble  appearance  of  a  pedlar,  called  >a^- 
ra  in  these  isfands^"  never  travelled  in  a  waur  day, 
or  was  more  willuig  to  get  to  harhpurage.~Heaven 
be  praised  for  fire  and  house-room  r 

So  saying:  he  drew  a  stool  tq  the  fire,  and  sat  down 
without  further  ceremony.  Dame  Baby  stared  "  wild 
as  grey  gosshawk,"  ancf  was  meditating  how  to  ex- 
pi'ess  her  indignation  in  something  warmer  than 
wordi,  for  which  the  boiling  pot  seemed  to  offer  a 
convenient  hint,  when  an  old  half-ertarved  serving- 
woman— the  Tronda  ab^ady  mentioned— the  sharer 
of  Barbara's  domestic  cares,  who  had  been  as  yet  in 
some  remote  ccnier  of  the  mansion,  now  hobbled 
into  the  room,  and  broke  out  into  exclamations  which 
indicated  some  new  cause  of  alarm. 

"O  moster!"  and  "O  mistress!"  were  the  only 
sounds  she  coOld  for  some  time  articulate,  and  then 
followed  them  up  with,  "  The  best  in  the  house— the 
best  in  the  house— set  a'  on  the  board,  and  a'  will  be 
little  aneugh— There  is  auld  Noma  of  Fitful-head,  the 
luost  fearful  woman  in  all  the  isles !" 

"Where  can  she  have  been  wandering?'*  said  Mor- 
daunt, not  without  some  apparent  svmpathy  with  the 
surprise,  if  not  with  the  aiarm.  of  the  old  domestic ; 
"but  it  is  needless  to  ask— the  worse  the  weather, 
•  the  more  likely  is  she  to  be  a  traveller." 

"What  new  tramperis  this?"  echoed  the  distract- 
ed^ Baby,  whom  the  quick,  succession  of  guests  had 
driven  well  nigh  crazy  with  vexation.  "  rll  soon  set- 
tle her  wandering,  I  sail  warrant,  if  my  brother  has 
bu^  the  saul  of  a  man  in  liim,  or  if  there  be  a  pair  of 
Jougs  a  I S  callo  way  I" 

The  iron  was  never  forged  on  stithy  that  would 
hsuld  hcr,"said  the  old  maid-servant.  ,  She  comes 
— she  CO me»— God's  sake  speak  her  fair  and  canny, 
or  we  will  have  a  ravelled  hasij  on  the  yarn-windles  r 

As  she  spoke,  a  womati^  tail  enough  almost  to 
touch  the  top  of  the  door  with  her  cap,  stepped  into 
the  room,  signing  the  cross  as  she  entered,  and  pro- 
nouncing, with  a  so^mn  voice,  "The  blessing  of  God 
and  Saint  Ronald  on  the  open  door,* and  their  broad 
malisun  and  mine  upon  close-handed  churls!" 

"And  wha  are  ye,  that  are  sae  bauld  wi'  your  bless- 
ing ami  banning  in  other  folk's  houses?  what  kind 
m  country  is  tni&  that  folk  cannot  sit  quiet  for  an 
hour,  and  serve  Heaven,  and  keep  their  bit  gear  the- 
gither    without  gangrei  men  and  women  coming 
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thigging  and  soraing  ans  after  another,  like  a  string 
of  wild-geese?" 

This  speech,  the  understanding  reader  will  eaaly 
saddle  on  Mistress  Baby,  and  what  Effects  it  might 
have  produced  i>n  the  last  stranger,  can  only  be  mat- 
ter of  conjecture ;  for  the  old  servant  and  Mordaunt 
applied  themselves  at  once  to  the  party  addreand, 
in  order  to  deprecate  her  resentment;  the  former 
speaking  to  her  some  words  of  Norse,  in  a  tone  of  in- 
tercession, and  Mordaunt  saying  in  English,  "Tbey 
are  strangers,  Noms,  and  know  not  your  name  or 
qualities ;  they  are  unacquainted,  too,  with  the  mjt 
of  this  country,  and  therefore  we  must  hold  them  a- 
cused  for  their  lack  of  hospitality." 

"  I  lack  no  hospitality,  young  man,**  saidTriptole> 
mu8|,  *^miserU  succurere  </t«oo— the  goose  that  wu 
destined  to  roost  in  the  chimney  till  Michaelmaa,ii 
boiling  in  the  pot  for  you :  but  if  we  had  twenty  geeae; 
I  see  we  are  like  to  find  moutha  to  eat  them  eveiy 
fiBather— this  must  be  amended." 

"What  must  be  amended,  sordid  slave?"  said  the 
stranger  Noma,  turning  at  once  upon  him  wiih  n 
emphasis  that  made  him  start— ^*  Whai  ranst  ba 
amended  ?  Bring  higher,  if  thou  wilt,  thy  newfan- 
gled coulters,  spades,  and  harrows,  alter  the  impl^  : 
ments  of  our  iBihers  from  the  ploughshare  to  tite 
mouse- trap ;  but  know  thou  art  in  the  land  that  fm 
won  of  old  by  the  flaxen-haired  Kempions  of  the 
North,  and  leave  us  their  hospitality  at  least,  ft 
show  we  come  of  what  was  once  noble  and  generom 
I  say  to  you  bewaro— while  Noma  looks  forth  at  the 
measureless  waters,  from  the  crest  of  Fitful-head, 
something  is  yet  left  that  resembles  power  of  defenob 
If  the  men  of  Thule  have  ceased  to  be  cbampioo^ 
and  to  spread  the  banquet  ibr  the  raven,  the  womeo 
have  not  forgotten  the  arts  that^liAed  them  of  yon 
into  queens  and  prophetesses." 

The  woman  who  proiTounced  this  singular  tirade^ 
was  as  striking  in  appearance  as  extravagantly  loAy 
in  her  pretensions  and  in  her  language.  She  mjgfat 
well  have  represented  on  the  stage,  so  far  as  featorei, 
voice^  and  stature,  were  concerned,  the  Bo:>dua  a 
Boadicea  of  the  Britons,  or  the  sage  Velledo,  Auiioiii 
or  any  other  fated  Pythoness,  who  ever  led  to  ba|fl> 
a  tribe  of  the  ancierft  Goths.  Her  features  werehigi 
and  well  formed,  and  would  have  been  handnof, 
but  for  the  ravages  of  time  and  the  eflectsof-exposun 
to  the  severe  weather  of  her  country.  Age,  and  per 
haps  sorrow,  had  quenched,  in  some  degree,  ibe  fin 
of  a  dark-blue  eye,  whose  hue  almost  approached  m 
black,  and  had  sprinkled  ^ow  on  such  parts  of  per 
tresses  as  had  escaped  from  under  her  cap,  and  wen 
dishevelled  by  the  rigour  of  the  storm.    Her  iipP«  : 

garment,  which  dropped  with  water,  was  of  a  coarsa 
,  ark-coloured  stufi^  called  wadmoal,  then  miichiecu 
in  the  Zetlond  islands,  as  al^o  in  Iceland  and  IVor* 
way.  But  qs  she  threw  this  cloak  back  from  bcr 
shoulders,  a  short  jacket,  of  dark  blue  velvet,  ptampai 
with  figures,  became  visible,  and  the  vest,  which  cor- 
it'sponded  to  it,  was  of  crimson  colour,  and  embroi- 
derwl  with  tarnished  silver.  Her  girdle  wos  plated 
with  silveromaments,  cut  into  the  snape  of  planetary 
signs— her  blue  apron  was  embroidered  with  similar 
devices,  and  covered  a  petticoat  of  crimson  doih. 
Strong  thick  enduring  shoes,  of  the  half-drcsBed  lea* 
therof  the  country,  were  tied  with  straps  like  those  of 
the  Roman  buskins,  over  her  scarlet  stockings.  Sh« 
wore  in  her  belt  an  ambiguous-looking  weapon,  wbica 
might  pass  for  a  sacrificing  knife,  or  dag^r,  as  tna 
imagination  of  the  spectator  chofe  to  osstf,n  to  tw 
Wearer  the  character  of  a  priestess  or  of  a  sorcetesfc 
In  her  hand  she  held  a  stafij  squared  on  all  sides,  and 
engraved  with  Runic  characters  and  figures,  forming 
one  of  those  portuble  and  perpetual  calendars  ^*nica 
were  used  among  the  ancient  natives  of  ScandinaTffli 
and  which,  to  a  superstitious  eye,  might  baup  passed 
for  a  divining  rod. 

Such  were  the  appearance,  featurecs  and  otnre,  ol 
Noma  of  the  Fiiful-head,  upon  whom  niony  of  iw 
inhabitants  of  the  island  looked  wiih  observance^ 
rnany  with  fear,  and  almost  all  with  a  sort  of  vmert 
tion.  Less  pr^nani  circumstances  of  suspuiot 
would,  in  any  oiher  part  of  Scotland,  have  eJtpos?<i 
I  her  to  the  investigation  of  those  cruel  ioquisKor^ 
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who  were  then  often  invested  with  the  dele^rated 
aathoriCf  of  the  Privy  Council,  for  the  i)urpoee  of 
persecuting,  torfiring^,  and  finally  consigntng  to  the 
&mes,  those  wno  were  accased  of  witchcratt  or  sor- 
cery. But  BOperstitions  of  this  nature  pass  through 
two  stages  ere  they  become  entirely  obsolete.  Those 
«|)pos«;d  to  be  poss^sed  of  supernatural  powers,  ar6 
venerated  in  the  earlier  stages  of  society.  As  religion 
sod  knowledge  increase,  they  are  first  held  in  hatred 
and  horror,  and  are  finally  regarded  as  impostors. 
Scotland  was  in  the  second  state— the  fear  of  witch- 
enfk  was  ^'eat,  and  the  hatred  against  those  sus- 
aeeted  of  it  mtense.  Zetland  was  as  yet  a  little  world 
ay  ifaelfl  where,  among  the  lower  and  ruder  classes, 
m  moca  of  the  ancient  northern  superstition '  re- 
laained,  as  cherished  the  original  veneration  for  those 
aflectin^  supernatural  knowledge,  and  power  over 
tbe  elements,  which  made  a  cpnstituent  part  of  the 
aaeieni  Scandinavian  creed.  At  least  if  the  natives 
ci  Thole  admitted  that  one  class  of  magicians  per- 
fo^joed  their  feats  by  their  alliance  with  Satan,  they 
devmitly  believed  that  others  dealt  with  spirits  of  a 
different  and  less  odious  class— the  ancient  Dwarfs, 
called,  in  Zetland,  Trows,  or  Drows,  the  modern  fai- 
ties,  and  so  forth. 

AJnong  those  who  were  tnpposed  to  be  in  league 
widi  disembodied  spirits,  this  Noma,  descended  from, 
tod  representative  o(  a  family,  which  had  long  pre- 
Beoded  to  such  gifts,  was  so  eminent,  that  the  name 
aasigned  to  her,  which  signifies  one  of  those  fatal 
shten  who  weave  the  web  of  human  fate,  had  been 
eonierred  in  honour  of  her  supernamral  powers.  The 
name  by  which  she  had  been  actually  christened  was 
carefiilly  concealed  by  herself  and  her  parents ;  for  to 
its  discovery  they  superstitiously  annexed  some  fatal 
conseqaEnces.  In  those  times,  the  doubt  only  oc- 
cwred,  whether  her  supposed  povvers  wore  acquired 
by  Iswfai  means.  In  our  days|  it  would  have  been 
qaesdbnerl  whether  she  was  an  unposior,  or  whether 
hsr  imagination  was  so  deeply  impressed  with  the 
mysteries  of  her  supposed  art,  that  she  might  be  in 
some  degree  k  believer  in  her  own  pretensions  to 
sopemataral  knowledge.  Certain  it  is,  that  she  per- 
£)rnied  her  part  with  such  undoubting  confidence,  and 
Goch  striking  d^S^^  of  look  and  action,  and  evinced, 
at  the  sami  time,  such  strength  of  language^  and 


energy  of  purpose,  that  it  would  have  been  dimcidt 
for  iT-e  greatest  sceptic  to  have  doubted  the  reality  of 
her  enthusiasm,  though  he  might  smile  at  the  preten- 
sons  to  which  it  gave  riae. 


CHAPTER  VL 
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Pot  tke  wild  waten  io  thk  roar,  aOay  them. 

Tfix  storm  had  somewhat  relaxed  its  rigour  just 
before  the  entrance  of  Noma,  otherwise  she  must 
have  (bund  it  impossible  to  travel  during  the  extremity 
of  its  furv.  But  she  had  hardly  added  herself  so  im- 
expectediy  to  the  partjr  whom  chance  had  assembled 
at  tbe  dwdlingof  Triptolcmus  Yellowley,  when  the 
tempest  suddenly  resumed  its  former  vehemence,  and 
ragfid  around  the  building  with  a  fury  which  made  the 
Jimatea  insensible  to  any  thing  except  the  risk  that 
the  old  mansion  was  about  to  fall  above  their  heads. 

Mistress  Babv  gave  vent  to  her  fears  in  loud  excla- 
mations of  "The  Lord  guide  us— this  is  surely  the 
last  day — ^what  kind  of  a  country  of  guisards  and 
grre-carlinea  is  this !— and  you,  ye  fool  carle,"  she 
added,  turning  on  her  brother,  (for  all  her  passions 
had  a  touch  of  aoidity  in  them,)  "  to  quit  the  bonny 
Xsarns  lan<f  to  come  here,  where,  there  is  naething 
l«t  sturdy  beggars  and  gaberlunzies  within  ane's 
base,  and  Heaven's  anger  on  tbe  outside  on't !" 

""1  tell  yon.  sister  Baoy,"  answered  the  insulted 
sariculturist,  *^  that  all  shall  be  refbrmed  and  amend- 
t(— exceptinA"  he  added^  betwixt  his  teeth,  "the 
Kauldins  humours  of  an  ill-natured  jaud,  that'  can 
idd  bitterness  to  the  veiv  storm  T* 

The  old  domestic  and  the  j;>edlar  mean  while  ex- 
ktusted  themselves  in  entreaties  to  Noma,  of  which, 
u  they  were  eouched  in  the  Norse  language,  the 
■aster  of  tho  house  nndentood  nothing. 
You  IV.  . 


She  listened  to  them  w^th  a  haughty  and  unmoved 
air.  and  replied  at  length  aloud,  and  m  English— ,  I 
will  not.  What  if  this  house  be  strewed  in  ruins  be- 
fore morning— where  would  be  the  world's  want  in 
the  crazed  proiectoi^  and  the  niggardly  pinch-com- 
mons by  which  it  is  inhabited  7  They  will  needs 
come  to  reform  Zetland  customs,  let  them  try  how 
they  like  a  Zetland  storm.— You  that  would  not  perish, 
quit  this  house  T' 

The  pedlar  seized  on  his  little  knapsack,  and  began 
hastily  to  brace  it  on  his  hack ;  the  old  maid-servant 
cast  her  cloak  about  her  shoulders,  and  both  seemed  to 
be  in  the  act  of  leaving  the  house  as  fast  as  they  could. 
Tripiolennis  Yellowley,  somewhat  com  moved  by 
these  appearances,  asked  Mordaunt,  w^ith  a  voice 
which  faltered  with  apprehension,  whether  he  thought 
there  was  any,  that  is,  so  very  much  dan<;er? 

'*  I  cannot  tell,'*  answered  the  youth,  "  I  have  scarr-e 
ever  seen  such  a  storm.  Noma  can  tell  us  better 
than  any  one  when  it  will  abate ;  for  no  one  in  these 
islands  can  Judge  of  the  weather  hke  her." 

"And  is  that  all  thou  thinkest  Noma  can  do  V*  said 
the  sibyl;  "thou  shalt  know  her  powers  are  not 
bounded  within  such  a  narrow  space.  Hear  me, 
Mordaunt,  youth  of  a  foreign  land,  but  of  a  ftiendly 
heart— Dost  thou  quit  this  doomed  mansion  with  those  ' 
who  now  prepare  to  leave  it  7" 

"  I  do  not— I  will  not,  Noma,"  replied  Mordaunt ;  , 
"I  know  not  your  mouve  for  desiring  me  to  remove, 
and  I  will  not  leave,  upon  these  dark  threats,  the 
house  in  which  I  have  oeen  kindly  received  in  such  a 
tempest  as  this.  If  the  owners  are  unaccustomed  to 
our  practice,  of  unlimited  hospitality,  I  am  the  more 
obliged  to  1  hem  that  they  have  relaxed  thev  usages,  * 
and  opened  their  doors  m  my  behalf." 

"  He  is  a  brave  lad,"  said  Mistress  Baby,  whose 
superstiUous  feelings  had  been  daunted  by  the  threats 
of  the  supposed  sorceress,  and  who,  a^nidsi  hcT  eager, 
narrow,  and  repining  disposition,  had,  like  all  who 
possess  marked  character,  some  sparks  of  higher  feed- 
ing, which  made  her  sympathize  with  generous  senti- 
ments, though  she  thought  it  too  expensive  to  enter- 
tain them  at  her  own  cost— "He  is  a  brave  lad,"  she 
again  repeated,  "  and  worthy  of  ten  goeae,  if  I  had 
them  to  broil  for  him,  or  roast  either,  m  warrant 
him  a  gentleman's  son,  and  no  churl's  blood." 

"Hear  me,  young  Mordaunt,"  said  Noma,  "and 
depart  from  this  house.  Fate  has  high  views  on  vou 
—you  shall  not  remain  in  this  hovel  to  be  crushed 
amid  its  worthless  mins.  with  the  relics  of  its  more 
worthless  inhabitants,  wnose  life  is  as  little  to  the 
world  as  the  vegetation  of  the  houso-leek,  which  now 
grows  on  their  thatch,  and  which  shall  soon  be 
cmshed  amongst  their  mangled  limbs." 

"  I— I— I  win  ^o  forth,"  said  Yellowley,  who,  despite 
of  his  bearing  himself  scholariy  and  wisely,  was  be- 
ginning to  be  terrified  for  the  issue  of  tbe  adventure } 
for  the  house  was  old,  and  the  walls  rocked  formi- 
dabfv  to  the  blast. 

"  To  what  purpose  T  said  his  sister.  "  I  trust  tho 
Prince  of  the  power  of  the  air  has  not  yet  such  li'M 
power  over  those  that  are  made  in  God's  image,  that 
a  good  house  should  fall  about  our  heads,  because  a 
randy  quean"  (here  she  darted  a  fierce  glance  at  the 
Pythoness)  "should  boast  us  with  her  gTamour,  as  if  , 
we  were  sae  mony  dogs  to  crouch  at  her  bidding!" 

"  I  was  only  wanting,"  said  Tripiolemu^  ashamed 
of  his  motion,  "  to  look  at  the  bear-braird,  which 
must  be  sair  laid  wi'  this  tempest ;  but  if  this  honest 
woman  like  to  bide  wi'  us,  I  think  it  were  best  to  let 
us  a*  sit  doun  canny  thegither,  till  it's  working  wea* 
ther  again." 

"  Honest  woman  1"  echoed  Baby—"  Foul  watiock 
thief  I— Aroint  ye.  ye  limm^  T'  she  added,  addressing 
Noma  directly ;  ''out  of  an  honest  house,  or,  shams 
fa'  me,  but  I'll  take  the  bittle*  to  you  f ' 

Noma  cast  on  her  a  look  of  supreme  contempt ; 
then,  stepping  to  the  window,  seemed  engaged  in  deep 
contemplation  of  the  heavens,  while  the  old  ma.d-   . 
servant,  Tronda,  drawing  close  to  her  mistress,  im- 

•The  beetle  4rlth  which, Che  Scottiah  hoa«ewiTM  ewd  is 
perform  tbe  ofRoe  of  the  modem  mancle,  by  beaunc  ww\f 
wtshed  linen  on  a  aoiootlL  eious  for  we  pttrpdeSt  oallsd  the 
beeiliacstOiMb  ? 

• 
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Iilored,  for  the  sake  of  all  that  waa'dear  to  man  or 
woman;  "Do  not  provoke  Noma  of  Fitful-head! 
You  have  no  sic  woman  on  the  mainland  of  Scotland 
— she  can  ride  on  one  of  these  clouds  as  easily  vss 
maa^ver  rode  on  a  sheUie." 

"  I  shall  live  to  see  her  ride  on  the  reek  of  a  fat  tar- 
barrel,"  said^Misiress  Baby  j  •and  that  will  be  a  fit 
pacing  palfrey  for  her." 
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Again  Noma  regarded  the  enraged  Mrs.  Baby  Tel- 
lowley  with  a  look  of  that  unutteraole  scorn  which  her 
haughty  features  could  so  well  express,  and  moving 
to  the  window  which  looked  to  the  north- west,  from 
which  quarter  the  gale  seemed  at  present  to  blow,  she 
stood  for  some  time  with  her  amis  crossed,  looking 
out  upon  the  leaden-coloured  sky,  obscured  as  it  waa 
by  the  thick  drift,  which,  coming  on  in  successive 
gnsts  of  tempest,  left  ever  and  anon  sad  and  dreary 
mtervals  of  expectation  betwixt  the  dying  and  the 
levivmg  blast 

Noma  regarded  this  war  of  the  elements  as  one  to 
whom  their  strife  was  famDiar ;  yet  the  stem  serenity 
of  her  features  had  in  it  a  cast  of  awe,  and  at  die  same 
tune  of  authority^  as  the  cabalist  may  be  supposed  to 
look  upon  the  spirit  he  has  evoked,  and  which,  though 
he  knows  bow  to  subject  him  to  his  spelJL  bears  stiU 
an  aspect  appallitig  to  flesh  and  blood.  The  attend- 
ants stood  by  in  dUierent  attitudes,  expressive  of  their 
various  feelings^  Mordaunt,  though  not  indifierent 
to  the  risk  in  whieh  they  stood,  was  more  cuiious 
thiin  alarmed.  He  had  heard  of  Noma's  alkged 
power^ver  the  elements,  and  now  expected  an  (op- 
portunity of  judging  for  himself  of  its  reality.  Tnp- 
tolemuB  Yellowley  was  confounded  at  what  seemed 
to  be  far  beyond  the  bounds  of  his  philosophy  t  and, 
if  the  truth  most  be  spoken,  the  worthy  agriculturist 
vas  greatly  more  fh^tened  than  inquisitive.  His 
sister  was  not  in  the  least  curious  on  the  subject ;  but 
it  was  difficult  to  say  whether  anger  or  fear  predomi- 
nated in  her  sharp  eyes  and  thin  compressed  lips. 
The  pedlar  and  old  Tronda,  confident  that  the  house 
would  never  fall  while  the  redoubted  Noma  was  be- 
neath its  roof;  held  themselves  ready  for  a  start  the 
instant  she  should  take  her  da>arture. 

Having  looked  on  the  sky  for  some  time  in  a  fixed 
attitude,  and  with  the  most  profound  silence.  Noma 
at  oncew  yet  with  a  slow  and  elevated  gesture,  ex- 
tended h^  staff  of  black  oak  towards  that  part  of  tlie 
heavens  from  which  the  blast  came  hardest,  and  in 
the  midst  of  its  fury  chanted  a  Norwegian  invocation, 
still  preserved  in  the  Island  of  Uist,  under  the  name  of 
the  Song  of  the  Rcim-kennar,  though  some  call  it  the 
Song  orthe  Tempest.  The  following  is  a  free  trans- 
lation, it  being  impossible  to  render  utenilly  many  of 
the  elliptical  and  metaphorical  terms  of  expression, 
peculiar  to  the  ancient  Northern  poetry  :-^ 

1. 
**  fltom  mtloor  tiw  fkr  mrth-wMt, 
Thou  that  bc«rBi(,t  in  th/  grup  the  thandabolt. 
Thou  who«o  nuhiaf  pinion*  stir  ocean  lo  niadne«, 
Thoa  tlie  dMtroyer  of  herds,  Ummi  tliA  fcatteror  of  naviaa, 
Thoo  Unf  breaker  down  oftoivwa, 
Ainklet  the  tcKam  of  Uijr  ra«e, 
Amirfat  tlie  fuabing  of  tliy  onward  wingf, 
Thonfh  th7  seieam  be  loud  aa  the  cry  oft  penahinff  nation. 
Tboush  the  rashing  of  thy  winfi  be  like  the  ro«r  of  ten  thoa- 


Tetb 
Hear 


bedr,  in  thine  in  and  Ihy  haala, 


thoo  the  voice  of  the  Reim- 


*"rho«  haat  met  the  nlne>treea  of  Drontheim, 
Their  dark-fteen  heads  lie  praatrnte  beaide  tlwu 
Thou  haat  met  the  rider  of  the  ooean,         ' 
The  tall,  the  itroof  bark  of  the  fearleaa  rover, 
Atid  aim  haa  Unick  to  thee  tlie  topaaii 
Tliat  she  had  not  veiled  lo  a  royal  armada  i 
Tboa  hast  met  ttie  tower  that  bean  ita  ereat  amoac  the  dewla, 
The  batUed  massive  tower  ot$iw  Jari  of  former  da/a. 
And  tlie  cope-stone  of  the  turret 
U  lyinf  upon  its  hospitable  hearth ; 
But  thou  too  stmit  stoop,  proud  eottipeller  of  doada» 
It  the  voiee  of  the  Reim-koonar. 


vrtKn  thov  beaieat  tl 


•  There  sra  ^ 


■  thatoan  alop  the  stac  in  the  foroet. 


Ay,  and  wlien  the  dark-coloured  dog  ia  openinf  on  hu  track ; 
There  are  versea  can  make  the  wild  hawk  pause  on  the  wine. 
Like  Uie  falcon  Uiat  wears  the  hood  and  theiesr 
And  who  knows  the  shrill  whisUo  of  the  fowler. 
Tuou  who  canst  mock  at  the  scream  of  the  drdwniDg  nariner, 
wl  theenA  of  the  ravaged  foraats 


And  the  gvean  of  thp  ovarwbdned  oowda, 

when  the  ehureh  hath  fallen  in  the  moment  of  prarcr,  ' 

There  are  sounds  which  thou  also  must  list, 

Wlien  they  are  chanted  by  the  voice  of  the  f^im-keaoar. 

"  Enoo|rh  of  wo  haat  thou  wrought  on  the  ocean, 

The  widows  wring  their  hands  on  the  beach ;  <  '■ 

Enough  of  wo  bast  thoo  wrought  on  the  land, 

The  liusbandnian  folds  his  arms  in  despair  ( 

Cease  thoo  the  waving  of  thy  pinions, 

Let  the  ocean  repose  in  her  dark  strength  { 

Cease  thou  the  flashing  of  thine  eye. 

Let  the  Uinnderbolt  sleep  in  the  armoij  of  Odin ; 

Be  Uiott  still  at  any  bidding,  viewless  racer  of  Uie  Borth-fRwn 

heaven, 
Sleep  thou  at  the  voioe  of  Noma  theReim-kansui" 

We  have  said  that  Mordaunt  was  namrally  fend  of 
romantic  poetry  and  romantic  situation;  it  is  not,  , 
therefore,  surprising  that  he  listened  with  interest  to 
the  wild  address  thus  utter^  to  the  wildest  uindoT . 
the  compass,  in  a  tone  o(  such  dauntless  eotliusiasiD. 
But  though  he  had  heard  so  much  of  the  Runic  rhnM 
and  of  the  northern  spell,  in  the  coimuy  where  hehad 
so  long  dwelt,  he  was  not  on  this  occasion  so  credu- 
lous as  to  believe  that  the  tempest,  which  had  n^ 
so  lately,  and  which  was  now  beginning  to  declme^ 
was  subdued  befbre  the  charmed  verse  of  Nonii. 
Certain  it  was,  that  the  blast  seemed  passing  awaf, 
and  the  apprehended  danger  was  abeady  over;  but  it 
was  not  improbable  that  this  issue  had  been  for  8oim. 
time  foreseen  by  the  Pythoness,  through  signs  of  ifaa  i 
weather  impierceptible  to  those  who  nad  not  dwell ' 
long  in  the  country,  or  had  not  bestowed  on  the  me- 
teorological phenomena  the  attention  of  a  strict  and 
close  observer.  Of  Noma's  experience  he  had  nft 
doubt,  and  that  went  a  far  way  to  explain  wliat 
seemed  supernatural  in  her  demeanour.  Yet  still  fk 
noble  countenance,  half-shaded  by  dishevelled  tresaei^ 
the  air  of  miyesty  with  which,  in  a  tone  of  menace  tt 
well  as  of  command,  she  addressed  the  viewless  spbit 
of  the  tempest,  gave^iim  a  strong  inclination  to  b^ 
lieve  in  the  ascendancy  of  the  occult  arts  over  the 
powers  of  nature ;  for,  if  a  woman  ever  moved  on 
earth  to  whom  such  authority  over  the  ordinary  law 
of  the  universe  could  belong,  Noma  of  Fitful-head 
judging  from  bearing,  figure,  and  &ce,  was  bom  it 
that  high  destiny. 

The  rest  of  the  company  were  less  slow  in  receiwj! 
conviction.  To  Tronda  and  the  jagger  none  «• 
necessary ;  they  had  long  believed  in  the  Adl  extent  ol 
Nonia's  authority  over  the  elements.  But  Triptolemus 
and  his  sister  gazed  at  each  other  with  wondering  aui 
alarmed  looks,  especially  when  the  wind  began  i>er-> 
ceptibly  to  decline,  as  was  remarkably  visible  doritf 
the  pauses  which  Noma  made  bet^vixt  the  strophes  o! 
her  incantation.  A  long  silence  followed  the  last 
verse,  until  Noma  resumed  her  chant,  but  with  a 
changed  and  more  soothing  modulation  of  voice  and 
time. 

"  Eagle  of  the  fkr  north-weatsm  wstcra, 

Thou  hast  heard  the  voice  of  the  Reim-kennarp 

Thou  hast  eloaed  thy  wide  sails  at  her  bidding. 

And  folded  tliem  in  peace  by  thy  side, 

My  blessing  be  on  thy  retiring  peth  I 

When  thou  stoopest  from  thy  place  on  high. 

Soft  be  thy  slumbers  in  the  caverns  of  tlie  ankoowDoesaa. 

Rest  till  destiny  shall  again  awaken  thee ; 

E^gle  of  the  north-west,  thou  hast  heard  the  volbeof  the  ^bbi 


"A  pretty  sang  that  would  be  to  keep  the  com  fiea 
shaking  in  barest,"  whispered  the  agncnlturist  to  bit 
sister ;  we  must  speak  her  fair,  Baby— she  will  my 
be  part  with  the  secret  for  a  hundred  pund  Scots.' 

^^An  hundred  fules'  heads !"  replied  Baby—"  bid  htf 
•five  merks  of  ready  siller.  I  never  knew  a  i^tch  la 
my  life  but  she  was  as  poor  as  Job." 

Noma  turned  towards  them  as  if  she  had  goeBSsd 
their  thoughts ;  it  may  be  that  she  did  so.  ShepaEsed 
them  with  a  look  of  the  moet  sovereign  contempti 
and  walking  to  the  table  on  which  the  preperauons 
for  Mrs.  ^rbara's  frugal  meal  were  already  di»- 
posed, 'she  filled  a  small  wooden  ouaigh  from  ^ 
earthen  pitcher  which  contained  bland,  a  sabara 
liquor  made  out  of  the  serous  part  of  the  milk.  Sm 
broke  a  single  mors^  from  a  bariey-cake,  aiyd  having 
eaten  and  drunk,  returned  towards  the  chorhsh  hoste. 

"I  give  you  no  thanks,"  she  said,  "for  my  refre**- 
ment,  for  you  bid  me  not  welcome  to  itj  and  thanu 


Chap.  VI] 


'  THE  FHUflK 


on  a  chorl  btb  like  the  dew  of  heoveiv 

on  the  cKfls  of  Foulah,  where  it  finds  nauffhi  that  can 
be  refreshed  by  its  infiuenoee.  I  give  you  no  thank&" 
■he  said  again,  but  drawing  from  her  pocket  a  leatn- 
em  purse  cnat  seemed  large  and  heavy,  she  added,  "I 
pmy  you  with  what  you  will  value  mora  than  the  gra- 
maie  of  the  whole  inhabitants  of  Hialtland.  Say 
not  that  Noma  of  Fitfiit-head  hath  eaten  of  your 
bread  and  drunk  of  your  cup,  and  left  you  sorrowing 
for  the  charge  to  which  she  hath  put  your  house."  So 
saving,  she  laid  on  the  table  a  small  piece  of  antique 
gold  coin,  bearing  the  rude  and  half-defaoed  effigies  of 
some  ancient  northern  king. 

Triptolemus  and  his  sister  exclaimed  against  this 
Kberaiitf  with  vehemence }  the  first  protesting  that  he 
kept  no  public  and  the  other  exclaiming^  "Is  thecar> 
liae*mtta  7  Heard  ye  ever  of  ony  of  the  gen(le  houae 
«f  Clinkscale  that  gave  meat  for  siller  V* 

"  Or  for  love  either?'*  muttered  ber  brother;  "hand 
to  chat,  tittie." 

**  What  are  ye  whittle- whattieing  about,  ye  gowk  T' 
aaid  his  gentle  sister,  who  susbected  the  tenor  of  his 
murmurs:  "gie  the  ladie  back  her  bonny*die  there, 
and  be  buthe  to  be  sae  rid  on't— it  wUl  be  a  sclate- 
siane  the  morn,  if  not  something  worse." 

The  honest  factor  Kfted  the  money  to  return  it,  yet 
eodd  not  help  being  struck  when  he  saw  the  impres- 
■on,  and  his  hand  trembled  as  he  handed  it  to  his 


Yes,"  said  the  Pythoness  again,  as  if  she  read 
the  thoughts  of  the  astonished  pair,  ''you  have  seen 
that  coin  before--beware  how  you  use  it !  It  thrives 
not  with  the  sordkl  or  the  moan-souled— it  was  won 
with  honourable  danger,  and  must  be  expended  with 
honoaTable  liberality.    The  treasure  which  lies  under 

a  cold  hearth  will  one  day,  like  the  hidden  talent, 

bear  wifioess  against  its  avaricious  possessors." 

This  iaet  obscure  intimation  seemed  to  raise  the 
alvTi]  and  the  wonder  o(  Mrs.  Babv  and  her  brother 
to  the  uttermost  The  latter  tried  to  sti^mraer  out 
something  like  an  invitation  to  Noma  to  tarry  with 
diem  all  night,  or  at  least  to  take  share  of  the  "  din^ 
otr,"  ao  he  at  first  ca/led  it ;  but  looking  at  the  com- 
pany, and  rememberiflg  the  limited  contents  of  the 
pot,  he  corrected  the  phrase,  and  hoped  she  woti^d 
tAe  some  part  of  the  "'snack,  which  would  be  on 
die  table  erea  man  could  loose  a  plcugh.*' 

"  I  eat  not  hero— I  sleep  not  here,"  replied  Noma— 
"nay.  I  relieve  you  not  only  of  my  own  presence,  but 
I  will  dismiss  your  nnweleome  guests.— Mordaunr," 
•he  added,  addressing  young  Mertoun,  **  the  dark  fit 
spasr,  and  your  father  looks  for  you  this  evening." 

^  Do  you  return  in  that  direction?"  said  Monlaunt. 
**  I  will  out  eat  a  morsejL  and  give  you  my  aid,  good 
fiother,  on  the  road.  The  brooks  must  be  out,  and 
the  journey  perilous." 

**Onr roads  lie  different,"  answered  the  sibvl,  "and 
Noma  needs  not  mortal  arm  to  aid  her  on  the  way. 
I  am  summoned  for  to  the  east,  by  those  who  know 
well  how  to  smooth  my  passage.— For  thee,  Bryoe 
Soailafooi,  she  continued,  speaking  to  the  pedlar, 
"speed  thee  on  to  Sumburgh— the  Roost  will  afford 
thee  a  gallant  harvest,  and  worthy  the  gathering  in. 
Much  goodlv  ware  .will  ere  now  be  seeking  a  neW 
•wner,  and  the  careful  skipper  will  sleep  still  enough, 
in  the  deep  haaX  and  care  not  that  bale  and  chest  are 
daahiits  against  the  shores." 

"^Na,  na,  good  mother,"  answered  Snailsfoot,  "I 

ire  no  man's  life  for  my  private  advantflSee,  and 
jnst  grateful  for  the  blessing  of  Providence  on 
ny  sma^  trade.  But  doubtless  one  man*s  loss  is 
nother's  gain ;  and  as  these  storms  destroy  a'  thing 
•D  land,  it  is  hut  fair  they  suld  send  us  something  by 
9m.  Sae,  taking  the  freedom,  like  yoursell,  mother, 
to  borrow  a  lump  of  bartey-breadt  and  a  draught  or 
Wand,  I  win  bid  good>day,  and  thank  you,  to  tiris  good 
ftoticman  and  ladyi  and  e'en  go  on  my  way  to  Jarl- 
•oC  as  yon  advise.^' 

*  Ay,**  neplied  the  Pythoness,  "  where  the  slaughter 
a,  the  eazlea'wiU  be  gathered  ;  and  where  the  wreck 
son  the  shore,  the  jagger  is  as  busv  to  purchase  spoil 
ti  the  shark  to  $orge  upim  the  dead." 

This  ^vbukei,  if  it  was  intended  for  such,  seemed 
•bare  tha  compreheBsidKi  of  the  travailing  merchaat, 


who,  bent  upon  gain,  assumea  the  knapsack  and  ell- 
wand, and  askea  Mordaunt,  with  the  familiarity  per- 
mitted in  a  wild  country,  whether  he  would  not  take 
company  alo^g  with  him? 

"I  wait  to  eat  some  dinner  with  Mr.  Yellowleyand 
Mrs.  Baby,"  answered  the  youth, "  and  will  set  forward 
in  half  an  hour." 

"  Then  rUjust  take  my  piece  in  my  hand,"  said  the 
pedlar.  Accordingly  he  muttered  a  oenediction,  and, 
without  more  ceremony,  helped  himself  to  what^  in 
Mrs.  Baby's  covetous  eyes,  appeared  to  be  two  thirds 
of  the  bread,  took  a  long  pidl  at  the  jug  of  bland, 
seized  on  a  handful  of  the  small  fish  called  aillocks, 
which  the  domestic  was  just  placing  on  the  board, 
and  leA  tho  room  without  farther  ceremony. 

"  My  certie,"  said  the  despoiled  Mra.  Baby,  *'  then 
is  the  chapman's  drouth*  and  his  hunger  oaith,  as 
folk  say  1  If  the  laws  against  vagrants  be  executed 
this  gate-^It's  no  that  I  wgd  shut  the  door  against 
decent  folk,"  she  said,  looking  to  Mordaunt.  '""more 
especially  in  such  judzment-weather.  But  I  see  the 
)ose  is  dished,  poor  thing." 

This  she  spoke  in  a  tone  of  afiection  for  the  smoked 
goose^  which,  though  it  had  long  been  an  inanimate 
inhabitant  of  her  chimney,  was  <far  more  interesting 
to  Mrsr.  Baby  in  that  state,  than  when  it  screamed 
amongst  the  clouds.  Mordaunt  laughed  and  took  his 
seat,  then  turned  to  look  for  Noma ;  but  she  had 

glided  frpm  the  apartment  diuing  the  discussion  with 
le  pedlar. 

**  I  ani  olad  she  is  gan&  the  dour  carline,"  said  Mrs. 
Baby,  **  though  she  has  left  that  piece  of  gowd  to  be 
an  everlasting  shame  to  us." 

"Whisht,  mistress,  for  the  love  of  heaven  I"  said 
Tronda  Dronsdaiighter ;  "  wha  kens  where  she  may 
be  this  moment  ?— we  are  no  sure  but  she  may  hear 
ttSL  though  we  cannot  sec  her." 

Mistress  Baby  cast  a  startled  eve  around,  and  in- 
stantiy  recovering  herself,  for  she  was  naturally 
courageous  as  well  as  violent,  said,  "I  bade  her  aroint 
before,  and  I  bid  her  aroint  again,  whether  she  sees 
me  or  heara  me,  or  whether  she's  ower  the  cairn  and 
awa.— And  you,  ye. silly  sumph,"  she  said  to  poor 
Vellowley,  SMliat  do  ye  stand  glowering  there  fort— 
You  a  Saunt  Andrew's  student!— you  studied  lair  and 
Latin  humanities,  as  ye  ca'  them,  and  daunted  wi'  the 
clavere  of  an  auld  randie  wife  1  Say  vour  best  col- 
ic^ grace,  man,  and  witch,  or  nae  witon,  we'll  eat  out 
dinner,  and  defy  her.  And  for  the  value  of  the  gow- 
den  piece,  it  shall  never  l)e  said  I  pouched  hur  siller. 
I  will  gie  it  to  some  poor  body->that  is,  1  will  testi 
upon  it  at  my  death,  and  keep  it  for  a  purse-penny  till 
that  day  comes,  and  that's  no  using  it  in  the  way  oi 
spending  siller.  Say  your  best  college  graces  man 
and  let  us  eat  and  dnnk  in  the  mean  time." 

Ye  had  muckle  better  say  an  oraamua  to  Saint 
Ronald,  and  fling  a  saxpence  ower  your  left  shou- 
ther,  master,"  said  Tronaa.$ 

"  That  ye  may  pick  it  up,  ye  jaud.'*  said  the  im- 
placable  Mistress  Baby ;  "  it  will  be  lang  or  ye  win 
the  worth  of  it  ony  other  gate.~-Sit  down.  Triptole- 
mus and  mindna  the  \yord8  of  a  daft  wife.;' 

"Daft  or  wise,"  replied  Ycllowley,  verv  much  dis- 
conoeried,  "she  kens  more  tlian  I  would  wish  she 
kend.  It  was  •wfu'  to  see  sic  a  wind  fa*  at  the  voice 
of  flesh  and  blood  like  oursolls^and  then  yon  about 
the  heartli-stane— I  cannot  but  think"- 

"  If  ye  cannot  but  think,"  said  Mrs.  Baby,  very 
sharply,  "  at  least  ye  can  baud  your  tongue  ?" 

The  agriculturist  made  no  reply,  but  sate  down  to 
their  scanty  ipeal,  and  did  the  honours  of  it  with  un- 
usual heartiness  to  his  new  guest,  the  first  of  the  in- 
trudera  who  had  arrived,  and  the  last  who  left  them. 

*The  chapman**  dronttt,  that  it,  th^  pedtar*!  ihlnt,  ii  pro> 
vefttini  in  i^orland,  bvraoac  the«e  firdcttrtan  traderi  wen*  in  f li« 
UM  of  modestly  Mkin^ronljr  for  o  drink  of  wabv,  wliea,  tn  fiw.U 
Uiof  wera  d«ftin)«M  of  food. 

t  T***t  upon  ii.  i.  e.  loavo  it  in  my  will :  a  mode  of  bestowing 
cfiurity.  to  which  many  aro  partial  aa  well  as  the  itood  dam^  iti 
the  ti«xt.  .  5 

I  AUhouirh  tho  Z<ittandeni  vrcn  oarlr  reconeilvcrto  th<?  ^^^    • 
ftirmed  ftitli,  comn  anctpnl  prijctireaof  Catholic  «UMcr»titinii 
lurvived   long  aiimn?  ihom.    lii  very  vtortny  wt^ithtT  a  H*\in 
would  vow  nil  nraviM  to  Saint  Itonnld,  and  anjuhtftd  himtt'lf  nl  \ 
the  oblisattim  by  thmwins  a  imali  pieee  ofii 
window  of  a  rumuui  chapeL 
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The  nllock^  speedily  disappeared,  and  the  smoked 
goose,  with  its  oppendases,  look  winsr  so  effectually, 
that  Tronda,  to  whom  the  polishing  or  the  bones  had 
been  destined,  found  the  task  accomplished,  or  nearly 
so,  to  her  hand.  After  dinner,  the  host  produced  his 
oottle  of  brandy;  but  Mordaunt,  whose  general  habits 
were  fts  abstinent  almost  as  those  of  his  father,  laid  a' 
very  light  tax  upon  this  unusual  exertion  of  hospi- 
tality. 

During  the  meal,  they  learned  so  much  of  young 
Sfordaunt,  and  of  his  father,  that  even  Baby  resisted 
his  wish  to  reasaume  his  wet  garments,  and  pressed 
him  (at  the  risk  of  an  expensive  supper  being  added 
to  the  charges  Of  the  day)  to  tarry  with  them  till  the 
next  morning.  But  what  Noma  had  said  excited  the 
Youth's  wish  to  reach  home,  nor,  however  far  the 
hospitality  of  Stourburgh  was  extended  in  his  behaU; 
did  the  house  present  any  particular  temptations  to 
■  induce  him  to  remain  thare  longer.  He  therefore  ac- 
cepted the  loan  of  the  factor's  clothes,  promising  to 
return  them,  aikd  send  for  his  own ;  ana  took  a  civil 
leave  of  his  host  and  Mistress  Baby,  the  latter  of 
whom,  however  aflected  by  the  loss  of  her  goose, 
could  not  but  think  the  cost  well  bestowed  (since  it 
was  to  be  expended  at  aU)  upon  so  handsome  and 
cheerful  a  youth. 


CHAPTER  VIL 

81m  does  BO  work  hj  halve*,  fon  nviaf  oe««n  \ 
EMUlflnt  thoM  Bhe'ttranf  Im,  her  wild  womb 
Aflorda  the  marinerB  whom  sho  hath  deait  on, 
Their  deatli  at  onoe,  and  aopulchm.— OM  Ptef . 

THsnfc  were  ten  "*  lang  Scots  miles"  betwixt  Stour- 
burgh and  Jarlshof ;  and  though  the  pedestrian  did 
not  number  all  the  impediments  which  crossed  Tarn 
o'  Shanter's  path,~for  in  a  country  where  there  are 
neither  hedges  nor  stone  enclosures,  there  can  be 
neither  "slaps  nor  stiles,"— yet  the  number  and  na- 
ture of  the  ''Mosses  and  waters"  wlych  he  had  to 
cross  in  his  peregrination"; .  was  fully  suflScient  to 
balance  the  account,  and  to  render  his  journey  as  toil- 
some and  dangerous  as  Tarn  o'  Shanter's  celebrated 
retreat  from  Ayr.  Neither  witch  nor  warlock  crossed 
Mordaunt*s  path,  however.  The  length  of  the  day 
was  already' considerable,  and  he  arrived  safe  at 
Jarlshof  by  eleven  o'clock  at  ni/j^ht  All  was  still  and 
dark  round  the  mansion,  and  it  was  not  till  he  had 
whistled  twice  or  thrice  beneath  Swertha's  windpw, 
that  she  replied  to  the  signal. 

At  the  first  sound,  Swertha  fell  into  an  agreeable 
drenni  of  a  young  whale-fisher,  who  some  forty  years 
before  used  to  make  such  a  signal  beneath  the  win- 
dow of  her  hut ;  at  the  second,  she  waked  to  remem- 
ber that  Johnnie  Fea  had  slept  sound  among  the 
frozen  waves  of  Greenland  for  this  many  a  year,  and 
that  she  was  Mr.  Mertoun's  governante  at  Jarlshof; 
at  the  third,  she  arose  and  opened  the  window. 

"  Whae  is  that,"  she  demanded,  '*  at  sic  an  hour  of 
aie  night?" 

"It  IS  V*  said  the  youth. 

"  And  what  for  comena  ye  in  1  The  door's  on  the 
htch,  and  there  is  a  gathering  peat  on  the  kitchen 
fire,  and  a  spunk  beside  it— ye  can  light  your  ain  can- 
dle.*' • 

"  All  well,"  replied  Mordaunt  ;^* bat  I  want  to  know 
how  my  father  IS?" 

"Just  in  his  ordinary  gude  gentleman— asking  for 
you,  Maisicr  Mordaunt;  ye  are  ower  far  and  ower 
bte  in  your  walks,  young  gentleman." 

"Then  the  dark  hour  has  passed,  Swertha ?*' 

*'  In  troth  has  it,  Maister  Mordaunt,"  answered  the 
governante;  "and  your  father  is  very  reasonably 
good-natured  for  him,  poor  cuntleman.  I  spake  to 
nim  twice  yesterday  without  his  speaking  first;  and 
the  first  time  he  answered  roe  as  civil  as  you  could 
do,  and  the  neist  time  he  bade  me  no  plague  him ; 
and  thcii.  tnougbt  I,  three  times  were  aye  canny,  so  I 
spake  to  him  again  for  luck's-sake,  and  he  called  me 
m  cliatteting  old  devil;  but  it  was  quite  and  dean  in  a 
civil  sort  or  way." 

/  *'  Enough,  enough,  Swertha,"  answered  Mordaunt; 
'  and  now  get  up,  and  find  me  sometliing  to  eat,  for 
i  have  dined  but  poorly.'* 


"Then  yon  have  been  at  the  new  folk's  at  Stour- 
burgh ;  for  there  is  no  another  house  in  a'  the  Itlei 
but  they  would  hae  gi'en  ye  the  best  share  pf  the  Beat 
they  had.  Saw  ye  aught  of  Noma  of  the  Fitful-headl 
She  went  to  Siourbursh  this  morning,  and  returaed 
to  the  town  at  night ?'^ 

"Returned!— then  she  is  here?  How  could  iIm 
travel  three  leagues  and  better  in  so  short  a  tioKT* 

"Wha  kens  how  she  travels?"  replied  Swertht; 
"  but  1  heard  her  tell  the  Ranzteman  wi'  my  ain ' 
that  she  intended  that  day  to  have  gone  on  to  Bi 

Westra,  to  speak  with  Minna  Troil^  but  she  bad 

that  at  Stourburgh,  (indeed  she  said  at  Harfrv,  bt 
she  never  calls  it  oy  the  other  name  of  Stourbuq^h,) 
that  sent  her  back  to  our  town.  But  gang  your  wbjti 
round,  and  ye  shall  have  plenty  of  supper-oon  is 
nae  toom  pantry,  and  still  less  a  locked  an&  thoqih 
my  master  be  a  stranger,  and  no  just  that  tight  in  me 
upper  rigging,  as  the  Kanzleman  says." 

Mordaunt  walked  round  to  the  kitchen  aocordioRlf, 
where  Swertha's  care  speedily  accommodated  En 
with  a  plentiful,  though  coarse  meal,  which  indemn- 
fied  him  for  the  scanty  hospitality  he  had  experieaoed 
at  Stourburgh. 

In  the  momingi  some  feelings  of  fatigue  made 
young  Mertoun  later  than  usual  in  leaving  bis  btd; 
so  that,  contrary  to  what  was  the  ordinary  caae^  In 
found  his  father  in  the  apartment  where  they  eat,  td 
which  ser\'ed  them  indeed  forevery  common  puipoe; 
stve  that  of  a  bedchamber  or  of  a lutcben.  The  mb 
greeted  the  father  in  mute  reverence,  and  waited  mid 
be  should  address  him. 

"You  were  absent  yesterday,  Mordaunt?"  stidhii 
father.  Mordaunt's  absence  had  lasted  a  week  ud 
more;'  but  he  had  often  observed  that  his  bAm 
never  seemed  to  notice  how  time  pasfied  duiing  the 

Sriod  when  he  was  alfected^with  his  sullen  vapoon. 
e  assented  to  what  the  elder  Mr.  Mertoun  bad  itid. 
.  "  And  you  were  at  Burgh- Westra,  as  I  think?"  cos- 
tinued  his  father.  • 

"  Yes.  sir,"  repUed  Mordaunt 
The  elder  Mertoun  was  then  silent  for  some  tim 
and  paced  the  floor  in  deep  nlenoe^  with  an  ir  « 
sombre  reflection^  which  seemed  as  if  be  were  ikm 
to  relapse  into  his  moody  fit.  Suddenly  turnitf  IB 
his  son,  however,  he  observed,  in  the  toneof  aqnsTi 
"Magnus  Troil  has  two  daughters— they  musttie 
now  young  women;  they  are  thought  nandsoiDe,a 
course?" 

"  Very  generelly,  sir,"  answered  Mordaunt,  ratber 
surprise  to  hear  his  father  making  any  inqoiiia 
about  the  individuals  of  a  sex  which  ne  uanaDr 
thought  so  light  o(  a  surprise  which  was  fflocn 
increased  by  the  next  question,  put  as  abruptly  as  the 
former. 
"Which  think  you  the  handsomest  T' 
"I,  sir?"  replied  his  son  with  some  wonder,  bat 
vritbout  embarrassment— "I  really  am  no  judga^, 
never  considered  which  was  absolutely  the  haoo* 
Boniest.    They  are  both-  very  pretty  young  worocn.*^ 

"You  evade  my  question,  Mordaunt;  perhaps  I 
have  some  very  particular  reason  for  my  wish  to  m 
acquainted  with  yoin*  taste  in  this  matter.  I  atniMl, 
uSM  to  waste  words  for  no  piirpqse.  I  ask  you  agpa|| 
which  of  Magnus  Troil's  daughters  you  think  mm 
handsome  ?"  J 

"Really,  sir,"  replied  Mordaunt^" but  you  obI 
jest  in  asking  me  such  a  question." 

"  Yotng  man."  replied  Mertoun,  with  eyes 
began  to  roll  and  sparkle  with  impatience,  **! 
jest    I  desire  an  answer  to  my  question." 

"  Then,  upon  my  word,  sir,"  said  Mordaunt, 
not  in  my  power  to  form  a  judgment  betwixt  the  yooi 
ladies— tney  are  both  veryprettv,  but  by  no  i 
hke  each  other.  Minna  is  dark-bairea,  and 
grave  than  her  sister— more  serious,  but  by  no  imsi 
either  dull  or  sullen." 

"Um,"  replied  his  father;  "you  have  been  gra^ 
brought  up,  and  this  Minna,  1  suppose,  pleases 
most?"  ^ 

"No,  sir.  really  I  can  give  her  no  preferenos im 
her  sister  Brenda.  who  is  as  gay  as  a  lamb  in  %  apmt 
morning— less  tall  than  her  sister, but  Ito  well* — "^ 
and  so  exoelient  a  danoar"-*-^ 
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"That  she  ii  beat  ooatified  to  amuse  the  vounK 
man,  who  has  a  dull  nome  and  a  moody  father  1" 
nid  Mr  IIIerto<iii. 

Nothing  in  his  father's  condoet  had  ever  surprised 
MoRlaum  so  much  as  the  obstinacy  with  which  he 
'  to  pursoa  a  theme  so  foreign  to  his  general 


tnui  of  thought,  and  habtu  of  conversation ;  bat  he 
contented  himself  with  answering  once  more.  **^that 
boiii  the  young  Indies  were  highly  admirable,  out  h^ 
bad  never  thoiwbt  of  them  with  the  wish  to  do  either 
injustice,  by  rankincr  her  lower  than  her  sister^that 
ouers  would  probablv  decide  between  them,  as  they 
kap{>ened  to  be  partial  to  a  grave  or  gay  a  disposition, 
or  to  a  dark  or  fair  complexion  j  but  that  he  could  see 
BO  excellent  quality  in  the  one  that  was  not  balanced 
bf  aomeihingeQuallsr  captivating  in  the  other." 

I<  is  possible  that  even  the  coolness  with  which 
Uofdautit  made  this  explanation  might  not  have 
satisfied  hi»father  concerning  the  subject  of  investi- 
gftUon;  but  Swertba  at  this  moment  entered  with 
Mikiast,  and  the  youth,  notwithstanding  his  late 
SBppv,  engaged  in  that  meal  with  an  air  which  satia- 
fed  Mertotin  that  he  held  it  matter  of  more  grave 
importaace  than  the  conversation  which  they  had 
josi  had,  and  that  he  had  nothiag  more  to  say  upon 
the  aubject  explanstorvof  the  answers  he  had  already 

ga.  He  shaded  his  orow  with  his  hand,  and  looked 
fixedly  ujf^n  the  vonng.raan  as  he  was  busied 
his  momi  g  mea).  There  was  neither  abstrac- 
tion nor  a  senso  jf  being  observed  in  any  of  his  mo- 
na:  ail  was  frank,  nararal,  and  opan. 
'He  is  faney-froe."  muttered  Mertoun  to  himself*- 
*so  young,  so  lively^  and  so  imaginative,  so  hand- 
soDM  and  so  attraeuve  in  face  and  person,  strtng& 
thai  i\  his  aae,  and  in  his  circumstances,  he  shoukl 
^ve'avoidcsd  the  meshes  which  c^tch  all  the  world 


Whea  the  breakfast  was  over,  the  elder  Mertoun, 
ustead  of  proposing,  as  usual,  that  his  son,  who 
awaited  his  commands,  should  betake  himself  to  one 
branch  or  other  of  his  studies,  assumed  his  hat  and 
siafl^  and  desired  that  Mordaunt  should  accompanv 
hiBL  to  the  top  of  the  diif,  called  Sumburgh-heaa, 
Md  from  thence  look  outjmon  thd  state  of  the  ocean, 
^taied  as  it  must  still  be  by  the  tempest  of  the  pre- 
ceding day.  Mordaunt  was  at  the  age  when  young 
neii  williiigly  exchange  sedentary  pursuits  for  active 
exercises,  and  started  up  with  alacrity  to  comply  with 
his  father's  desire ;  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  minutes 
they  were  raountipg  together  the  hill,  which,  ascend- 
ing from  the  land  side  in  a  long,  steep,  and  grassy 
dope,  sinks  a  I  once  from  the  summit  to  the  sea  in  an 
abrupt  and  tremendous  precipice. 

Tho  day  was  ddightlul  <  tnere  was  just  so  much 
motion  in  the  air  as  to  disturb  the  litrie  fleecy  clouds 
which  weve  scattered  en  the  horizon,  and  by  floating 
tkera  occaflonally  over  the  sun.  to  chequer  thp  land- 
scape with  that  variety  of  light  apd  shade  which 
often  ffivas  to  a  bare  and  unenclosed  scents  for  the 
time  at  least,  a  species  of  charm  approaching  to  the 
varieties  of  a  cultivated  and  planted  oountiv.  A 
thoasand  flituiM^hues  of  light  and  shade  played  over 
the  expanse  w  wild  moor,  rocks,  and  inlets,  which, 
w  tbey  climbed  higher  and  higher,  spread  in  wide  and 
wider  circuit  arourid  them. 

Tlie  elder  Mertoun  often  paused  and  looked  roimd 

KQ  the  scene,  and  for  some  time  his  son  supposed 
t  he  halted  to  ei^oy  its  beauties  {  but  as  they  as> 
ended  still  higher  up  the  hill,  he  remarked  his  short-' 
caed  breath  and  his  nnoer^in  and  toilsome  step,  and 
became  assured,  with  some  feelings  of  alarm,  vjiat  his 
fair's  strength  was,  for  the  moment,  exnaiisted, 
and  that  he  foond  the  ascent  more  toilsome  and  fa- 
tiBum^  than  usual.  To  draw  close  to  his  side,  and 
sEt  bini  in  silence  the  assistance  of  hisann,  was  an 
•ct  of  youthftd  deiersnce  to  advaaeed  age,  as  well  as 
4f filial  reverence;  and  Mertoun  seemed  at  first  so  to 
iSMve  it,  for  he  took  in  silence  the  advantage  of  the 
fid  thoB  aflbrded  him. 

It  was  but  for  two  or  three  minutes,  howtwervthat 
Hk  father  arvailed  himself  of  hii  son's  support.  They 
W  not  ascended  fifty  yards  farther,  ere  he  pushed 
Mordaunt  suddenly,  if  not  rudely,  from  him ;  and,  as 
'i  wmg  inlv  aiotioiL  by  soino'  inddsn  leooUectiooi 
If 


began  to  motint  the  accHvity  with  such  long  and 
quick  steps,  that  Mordaunt,  in  his  turn,  was  obliged 
to  exert  himself  to  keep  pace  with  him.  He  knew  his 
father's  peculiarity  of  uisposiiion ;  he  was  aware  from 
many  slight  circumstances,  ihat  he  loved  him  not  even 
while  he  took  much  pains  witn  his  education,  and 
while  he  seemed  to  be  the  sole  object  of  his  care  upon 
earth.  But  the  conviction  Jiad  never  been  more  strong- 
ly or  more  powerfidly  forced  upon  him  than  by  the 
hasty  churlishness  with  which  Mertoun  rejected  from 
a  son  that  assistance  which  most  elderly  men  are 
willing  to  receive  from  youths  with  whom  they  are 
but  sli<;htly  connected,  as  a  tribute  which  it  is  alike 
graceful  to  yield  and  pleasing  to  receive.  Mertoun, 
however,  did  not  seem  to  perceive  the  effect  which 
his  unkmdness  had  produced  upon  his  son's  feel- 
ings. He  paused  upon  a  sort  of  level  terrace  which 
they  had  now  attained,  and  addressed  his  son  with 
an  indifferent  tone,  which  seemed  in  some  degred 
effected. 

"  Since  you  have  so  fbw  inducements,  Mordaunt, 
to  remain  in  these  wild  islands,  I  Suppose  vou  some- 
times wish  to  look  a  little  more  abroaa  into  the 
world  r  I 

"By  my  word,  sir,"  replied  Mordaunt,  "I  cannot 
sav  I  ever  have  a  thought  on  such  a  subject.'* 

''  And  why  not,  young  man  1"  demanded  his  father; 
"it  were  but  natural,!  think,  at  vourage.'  At  your 
age,  the  fair  and  varied  breadth  of  Britain  eould  not 
gratify  me,  much  less  the  compass  of  a  sea-girdled 
peat-moss." 

"  I  have  never  thought  of  leaving  Zeilandi  sir," 
replied  tlie  son.  "I  am  happy  here,  and  have 
friends.  You  yonrsel£  sir,  would  miss  me,  unless 
indeed" ,    . 

"  Why,  thou  wouldst  not  persuade  roe,*^  said  his 
father,  somewhat  hastily,  "that  you  stay  here,  or 
desire  to  stay  hera  for  the  love  of  rile  T 

"Why  should  I  not,  sir?"  answered  Mordaunt, 
mildly ;  "it  is  my  duty,  and  I  hope  I  have  hitherto 
perfom:ed  it." 

^  O  ay,"  repeated  Mertoun,  in  the  same  tone—"  yoat 
duty— your  duty.  So  it  is  the  duty  of  the  dog  to  fi>U 
low  the  groom  that  feeds  him." 

"And  does  he  not  do  so,  sir?"  said  Mordaunt. 

"Ay,"  said  his  father,  turning  his  head  aside;  "but 
he  fawns  only  on  those  who  caress  him." 

"I  hope,  sir,"  replied  Mordaunt,  "I  have  not  been 
found  deficient?" 

"  Say  no  more  on*t— say  no  more  on't,"  said  Mer- 
toun, abruptly,  "we  have  both  done  enough  by  each 
other— we  must  soon  part— Let  that  be  ourcouifoct— 
if  our  separation  should  require  comfort." 

"I  shall  be  ready  to  obey  your  wishes,"  flaid  Mor- 
daunt, not  altogether  displeased  at  what  promised 
him  an  opportunity  of  looking  farther  abroad  into 
the  world.  "I  presume  it  will  be  your  pleasure  that 
I  commence  my  travels  with  a  season  at  the  whale- 
fishinar.' 

" Whale-fishing r' replied  Mertoun  j  "that  were  a 
mode  indeed  of  seeing  the  world !  but  thou  speak- 
est  but  as  thou  hast  learned.  Enough  of  this  for  ;he 
present.  Tell  me  where  you  had  shelter  from  the 
storm  yesterday  ?" 

"At  Stourburgh,  the  house  of  the  new  factor  from 
Scotland.'' 

"A  p«Klantic,  fantastic,  visionary  schemer,*'  said 
Mertoun—" and  whom  sow  you  there?" 

"  His  sister,  sir,"  replied  Mordaunt,  "  and  old  Noma 
of  the  Fitful-hend." 

"  What !  die  mistress  of  the  potent  spell,"  ^nswefw 
ed  Mertoun.  with  a  sneer—"  she  who  can  change  the 
wind  by  nulling  her  curch  on  one  side,  as  King  Erick 
used  to  do  by  turning  his  cap  ?  The  dame  journeys 
far  from  home— iiow  fares  she?  Does  she  get  rich 
by  sdling  favouroble  winds  to  those  who  sre  port 

*  Tlie  Ktnr  ^f  BwiNten,  the  tmvnt  l^rlc  qiioted  by  Wertoati^ 
'*  Wtts,'*  mrii  Olain  Blai^iu,  **  iu  \m  time  held  fecond  to  nons 
in  the  mapirnt  art ;  nnd  he  wa«i  to  faniiliiir  wtth  the  evil  spirits 
wTiom  lie  w(inihi|>i>od,  Ihni  wliat  way  soever  lie  Iiirned  liii  cap. 
th<>  whid  would  prcdcnUy  b1r>w  that  way.  For  Ihii  he  wu  called 
Windy  can."  niatoria  de  Geru&ia  SkpietuiionaUitus.  K(M»m, 
15M.  Il  w  well  known  that  Uie  Laplanders  derive  a  pruflbibfs 
tnds  ia  sellmg  trtiuff,  but  it  it  parlioiia  1««  notorious,  lluit  wiUi 
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"J  really, do  not  know,  sir,"  said  IV^ordaunt,  whom 
certain  recollections  prevented  from  freely  entenng 
into  his  father^s  humour. 

**  You  think  the  matter  too  scriotis  to  be  jested  with, 
or  perhaps  esteem  her  merchandise  too  light  to  be 
cared  after,"  continued  Mertoun,  in  the  8ame.sarca»- 
tic  tone, 'which  was  the  nearest  approach  he  ever  made 
to  cheerfulness ;  "  but  consider  it  more  deeply.  Every 
thing  in  the  universe  is  bought  and  solo,  and  why 
not  wind,  if  the  merchant  can  find  purchaaera  ?  The 
earth  is  rented,  from  its  surface  down  to  its  most  cen- 
tral mines  ^— the  fire,  and  the  means  of  feeding  it,  are 
currently  bought  and  sold ;— the  wretches  that  sweep 
the  boisterous  ocean  with  their  nets,  pay  ransom  for 
- What 


the  privilege  of  being  drowned  in  it.  what  title  has 
the  air  to  be  exempted  from  the  universal  course  of 
traffic?  All  above  the  efirtb,  finder  the  earth,  and 
around  the  earth,  has  its  pdffe^  its  sellers,  and  its  pur- 
eiiasers.    In  many  coun  tjte»  the  priests  will  sell^ou  a 

Eortion  of  heaven— in  allabuntries  men  are  wilbng  to 
uy,  in  exchange  for  health,  wealth,  and  peace  of  con- 
science, a  futr  allawance  of  bell,  why  should  not 
Noma  pursue  her  traffic  1" 

"  Nay,  1  know  no  reason  against  it,"  replied  Mor- 
datyit ;  *'  only  1  wish  she  would  part  with  the  commo- 
dity in  smaller  quantities.  Yesterday  she  was  a 
wholesale  dealer— whoever  treated  with  her  had  too 
good  a  pennyworth." 

"It  is  even  so,"  said  his  father,  pausing  on  the 
verge  of  the  wild  promontory  which  tney  had  attain- 
ed, where  the  huge  precipice  sinks  abruptly  down  on 
the  wide  and  tempestuous  ocean,  "  and  the  effects  are 
still  visible." 

The  face  of  that  lofty  cape  is  compoaedof  the  soft 
and  crumbling  stone  called  sand-flog,  which  g^adu- 
ajly  becomes  decomposed,  and  yields  to  the  action  of 
the  atmosphere,  and  is  split  into  large  matsos,  that 
hang  loose  upon  the  verge  of  the  precipice,  and,  de- 
tached from  It  by  the  violence  of  the  tempests,  oAen 


descend  with  great  fury  into  the  vexed  aoyss  which 
lashes  the  foot  of  the  rock.  Numbers  of  tnese  huge 
fragments  lie  strewed  beneath  the  rocks  from  which 


they  have  fallen,  and  amongst  these  the  tide  foams 
and  rages  with  a  fury  peculiar  to  those  latitudes. 

At  the  period  when  Mertoun  and  his  son  looked 
from  tne  verge  of  the  precipice,  the  wide  sea  still 
heaved  and  swelled  with  the  agitation  of  yesterday's, 
storm,  which  had  been  far  too  violent  in  its  effects  on 
the  ocean  to  subside  speedily.  The  tide  therefore 
poured  on  the  headland  witli  a  fury  deafening  to  Uie 
car,  and  dizzying  to  the  eye,  threatening  instant  de- 
struction to  whatever  might  be  at  the  time  involved 
in  its  current  The  sight  of  Nature,  in  her  magnifi- 
cence, or  in  her  beauty,  or  in  ner  terrors,  has  at  all 
limes  an  overpowering  interest,  which  even  habit  can- 
not greatly  weaken;  and  both  &ther  and  son  sat 
themselves  down  on  the  clifT  to  look  out  upon  that 
imbounded  war  of  waters,  which  rolled  in  tbcar  wrath 
lo  the  foot  of  the  precipice. 

At  once  Mordaunt,  whoee  eyes  were  sharper,  and 
probably  his  attentk>n  more  mert,  than  that  of  his 
in  the«s  few  reart  such  a  coromoditf  might  beiwrchaMdoD 
British  eround,  where  it  was  likely  (o  b«  in  yreat  request  At 
the  TiiMn*orStromneia,  on  Uie  Orknry  main  Island,  called 
I,  111   "  ' ^^ —  -....« — .- .^it. ...^ 


Pumona, lived,  in  18M,  an  afod  dame,  called  Benia  Millie,  who 
Ittlped  OBt  her  nbtiitaoce  by  aaiUnf  faToiinibi«  wind*  to  man- 
nen.  He  was  a  venturous  master  of  a  vessel  who  left  tJie  road* 
stead  of  9tromness  wiUiout  paying  his  efltring  to  propitiate  Qetsie 
MHlaa :  Dot  fta  wfs  extremvly  moderate,  being  exactly  sixpence, 
for  whieh,as  she  expiaioed  beraoif,  she  boiled  her  kettle  and  aave 
'the  bark  advantage  of  liar  prayen,  for  she  disclaimed  all  unlaw- 
(hi  arts.  The  wind  thus  petitioned  for  was  sure,  she  said,  to 
arrive,  though  occasionally  the  mariners  had  to  wait  some  time 
for  it  Tjm  woman'a  dWltng  and  appeavanee  were  not  unbe- 
eoming  Mr  pretensions ;  har  houaa,  wkick  waa  on  the  krow  of 
the  steep  hin  on  which  8tromnass  is  founded,  waa  only  aceeost- 
Me  by  a  series  of  dirty  and  precipitous  lanes,  and  for  exposure 
michc  have  been  Um  abode  of  Eolus  himself,  in  whose  commo- 
dities the  inhabiunt  dealt  She  herself  was,  as  sh«  told  as, 
nearly  ooe  hundred  yeans  old.  withered  and  dried  up  lik«  a 
mvmmr.  A  ^av  colounad  kerchief,  folded  round  her  head^eor- 
rosponded  in  couiur  to  her  corpse-like  complexion.  Two  light- 
klue  eyes  that  gleamed  with  lustra  like  tiiat  of  insanitv,  an 
atterafioe  of  astnnishinf  rapidity,  a  nose  and  chin  that  almoat 
iiet  together,  and  a  ghastly  expression  of  cunning,  gave  her 
rtw  efllbct  of  Hecate.  8lie  remembered  Gow  the  pirate,  wtio 
had  been  a  native  of  thefle  islands,  in  which  he  closed  his  career, 
■s  mentioned  in  the  prefaM.  Such  was  Bossie  Mitlia,  to  whom 
.  4m  •narinen  paid  a  sort  of  tribute,  with  a  fcaling  bclwixt  jest 
•c  mxmL 


father,  stttfted  up,  and  exdamied,  "Qod  m  Heaven i 
there  is  a  vessel  in  the  BxMet  V' 

Mertoun  looked  to  the  north-westward,  and  aa 
object  was  visible  amid  the  loUing  tide.  "Sin 
showa  no  sail,"  he  observed;  and  immedi^ly  add* 
e(L  after  looking  at  the  object  through  his  spy-gian^ 
"  She  is  dismasted,  and  hei  a  sheer  hulk  upon  ihi 
water." 

"  And  iedriAinff  on  the  Smnboin^-head,"  ezclaioied 
Mordaunt,  atruck  with  horror,  "  withicmt  the  aligbtM 
means  of  weatheiing  the  cape  I" 

"  She  makes  no  efiort,"  an$wered  his  father ;  *Ac 
is  probably  deserted  by  ner  crew.*' 

And  in  such  a  day  as  yesterday,"  replied  M«^ 
daunt,  "when  no  open  boat  could  live  were  she  min- 
ned  with  the  best  mea  ever  handled  an  oar-all  mm 
have  i)erished." 

"It  is  most  jprobable,"  said  hia  father,  vridi  sten 
composure ;  ''and  one  day,  aooner  or  later,  all  innit 
have  perished.  What  aigniflea  whether  the  fowkr, 
whom  nothing  escapes,  caught  them  up  at  one  swoop 
from  yonder  shi^ttered  deck,  or  whether  be  cluicked 
them  mdivkiually,  aa  chanoe  cave  them  tohisKraspl 
What  signifies  it1-~the  deck,  the  battle  field,  an 
scaroe  more  fatal  to  us  than  oor  table  and  our  m; 
and  we  are  saved  from  the  ooe^  merely  to  drag  ontt 
heartless  and  wearisome  existence,  tul  we  perish  ii 
the  other.  Would  the  hour  were  oome— that  hoar  , 
which  reason  would  teach  us  to  wish  for,  were  it  nol  : 
that  nature  haa  implanted  the  fear  of  it  so  stronglr  ! 
within  us  1  You  wonder  at  Ach  a  reflection.  becaiM 
life  is  vet  oew  to  yoiL  Ere  you  have  attakiea  my  aa 
it  will  oe  the  familiar  companioD  of  your  thoughts." 

"  Sorely,  air,"  replied  Mordamit,  "anch  distaste t» 
life  is  not  the  neoesaary  cooaequenoe  of  advanced 
age  V* 

"To  all  who  have  sense  to  estimate  that  which  itif 
reallyworth,"  said  Mertoun.  "  Those  who.  like  Mag- 
nus Trail,  possess  so  much  of  the  animal  impnlM 
about  them,  as  to  derive  pleasure  from  sensual  gnii- 
fication,  may  perhapa,  like  the  animals,  feel  pleanav 
in  mere  existence." 

Mordaunt  liked  neither  the  doctrine  nor  the  ezi*' 
pie.  He  thought  a  man  who  discharged  his  dow 
towards  others  as  well  as  the  good  oki  Udaller,  mt 
better  right  to  have  the  sun  sh;ne  fair  on  his  sduii 
than  that  which  he  might  denve  from  mere  inteaa* 
bility.  But  he  let  the  subject  drop:  for  to  diff^ 
with  hie  father,  had  always  the  dfiect  of  inritatitt  ; 
him;  and  again  he  advened  to  the  condition  of  IM 
wreck. 

The  hulk,  for  it  waa  little  better,  was  now  in  tot 
very  midst  of  the,  current,'  and  drifting  at  a  great  rata 
towards  the  foot  of  the  precipice,  upon  whose  veri^ 
they  were  placed.  Yet  it  was  a  K>ng  while  ere  wf 
had  a  distmct  view  of  the  object  which  they  had  it 
first  seen  as  a  black  speck  amongst  the  waters^  and 
then,  at  a  nearer  diaiance,  like  a  whale,  which  no* 
scarce  ahows  its  back -fin  above  the  wavei^  now 
throws  (0  view  its  large  black  side.  Now,  howevo. 
they  could  more  distinctly  observe  the  appearance  a 
the  shipt  for  the  huge  swelling  waveii  which  bore  M 
forward  to  the  shone,  heaved  her  alternately  high  upM 
the  surface,  and  then  plunged  her  into  tbetniagi<Y 
furrow  of  the  sea.  She  seemed  a  vessel  of  two JT 
three  hundred  toneu  fitted  op  for  defence,  for  twT 
could  see  her  port-holes.  She  had  been  dismaiwl 
probably  in  the  gale  of  the  preceding  day,  and  laf 
water-logged  on  the  waves,  a  prev  to  theb  wkot^ 
It  appeared  certain,  that  the  crew,  finding  theniaelitf 
unable  ^ither  to  direct  the  vessd^s  course,  or  to  I9| 
lieve  her  by  pumping,  hsd  taken  to  their  boatSjai* 
left  her  to  her  fiite.  AU  apprehensions  vrere  thcrcMw 
unneoessary,  so  far  as  the  immediate  loss  of.hnnw , 
lives  was  concerned  ;  and  yet  it  was  not  ^n?*>lf 
feeling  of  breathless  ave  that  Masdaunt  and  n»a^ 
iher  bcheki  the  vessel— that  rare  ma sterpiece  by  vm 
human  genius  aspires  to  aurraount  the  wavM.  aao 
contend  with  the  winda,  upon  the  point  of  faJJlpga 
prrar  to  them.  ,^        .^ 

Onward  she  canoe,  the  large  black  hulk.seeroraj 
larger  at  every  fathom's  length.  She  came  neajw 
until  ahe  bestrode  the  summit  of  one  treraeoiMua  w^ 
low,  wbidK  voUed  on  Mh  hflf  unbrokflo,  tfll  Um  «««♦ 
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and  its  burden  W6re piecipitated  agaiilst  the  rock^  and 
ihen  the  triumph,  of  the  elements  over  the  work  of 
hmnan  hands  was  at  once  completed.  One  wave,  we 
nave  said,  made  the  wrecked  vessel  completely  mani- 
test  in  her  whole  hulk,  as  it  raised  her  and  bore  her 
onward  against  the  face  of  the  precipice.  But  when 
that  wave  receded  from  4ie  foot  of  the  rodk,  the  ship 
had  ceased  to  exist ;  and  the  retiring  billow  only  bore 
back  a  quantity  of  beamsi  planks,  casks,  and  similar 
•bjectai,  which  swept  out  to  the  omng,  to  be  brought  in 
^ain  by  the  next  wave,  and  agaiu  precipitated  upon 
tEe  face  of  the  rock. 

It  was  at  this  moment  that  Mordaunt  conceived  he 
saw  a  man  floating  on  a  plank  or  water-cask,  which, 
^/ting  away  horn  the  main  current,  seemed  about  to 
go  ashore  upon  a  small  spot  of  sand,  where  the  water 
was  shallow,  and  the  waves  broke  more  smoothly. 
1^9  see  the  danser,  and  (o  exclaim, "  He  lives,  and  may 
TCt  be  saved  l"  was  the  first  impulse  of  the  fearless 
Kordaunt.  The  next  was,  after  one  rapid  glance  at 
the  front  of  the  clifT  to  precipitate  himself— such 
ssemed  the  rapidity  of  nis  movement— fh>m  the  verges 
and  to  commen«.<«,  by  means  of  slwht  fissures,  oro- 
jections,  and  crevices  m  the  rock,  a  descent,  which,  to 
a  spectator,  appeared  little  else  than  sn  act  of  abso- 
bte  insanity. 

"  Stop^  I  command yoo,  rash  boy  f*  said  his  father; 
"the  attempt  is  cbath.  Stop,  and  take  the  safer 
path  to  the  left."  But  Hordaunt  was  already  com- 
yletdy  engaged  in  his  perilous  enteiprise. 

*Why  should  I  prevent  him?"  said  his  father, 
dieckinghis  anxiety  with  the  stem  and  unfeeling  phi- 
losophy whose  principles  he  had  adopted.  "  Should 
he  die  now,  full  of  generous  and  high  feeling,  eager  in 
the  cause  of  humanity,  happy  in  the  excruon  of  his 

•wneonsctoos  activity  and  youthful  strength— should 

he  die  oow,  will  he  not  escape  misanthropy,  and  re- 

raone,  and  age,  and  the  consciousness  oi  decaying 
povw^  both  of  body  and  mind  ?— I  will  not  look  upon 
K  ibwever— I  will  not— I  cannst  behold  his  young 
Ufditso  suddenly  quenched." 

He  turned  from  the  precipice  accordingly,  and  has- 
ttning  to  the  left  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  he 
proceeded  towards  a  rt'va,  or  cleft  in  the  rock,  con- 
taining a  path,  called  Erick's  Steps,  neither  safe,  in- 
deed, nor  easy,  but  the  only  one  by  which  the  mha- 
bitant^f  Jarlshof  were  wont,  for  any  purpose,  to  seek 
access  to  the  foot  of  the  precipice. 

But  long  ere  Mcrtoun  had  reached  even  the  upper 
cod  of  the  pass^  his  adventurous  and  active  son  had 
accomptislied  his  more  desperate  enterprise.  He  had 
been  in  vain  turned  aside  from  the  direct  line  of  de- 
scent, by  the  intervention  of  difficulties  which  he  had 
not  seen  from  above— his  route  become  only  more 
circuitoua,  but  could  not  be  interrupted.  More  than 
eooe,  large  fragments  to  which  he,  was  about  to  in- 
trust his  weight,  gave  way  before  him,  and  thundered 
down  into  the  torfnented  ocean;  and  in  one  or  two 
mstanoes,  such  detached  pieces  of  rock  rushed  after 
urn,  as  if  to  behr  him  headlong  in  their  course.  A 
eourageous  heart,  a  steady  eye,  a  tenacious  hand,  and 
a  firm  fix>t,  carried  him  through  his  desperate  attempt; 
aod  in  the  apace  of  seven  minutes,  he  stood  at  the 
bottom  of  the  cWK,  from  the  verge  of  which  he  had 
achieved  his  perilous  descent 

The  place  which  he  now  occupied  was  the  small 
projecting  spot  of  stones,  sand,  and  gravel,  that  ex- 
traded  a  little  way  into  the  sea,  which  on  the  right 
Band  lashed  the  very  bottom  of  the  precipice,  and 
en  the  Ieft«  was  scarce  divided  from  it  by  a  small 
■av6-worn  portion  of  beach  that  extended  as  far 
II  the  foot  of  the  rent  in  the  rocks  called  Erick'e 
gep^  by  which  Mordaunt's  father  proposed  to  de- 

When  the  vessel  split  and  went  to  pieces,  all  was 
Mlowed  up  in  the  ocean,  which  had,  after  the  first 
•odt,  ber-n  seen  to  float  upon  the  waves,  excepting 
Wy  a  few  pieces  of  wreck,  casks,  chests,  and  the 
ti^  which  a  strong  eddy,  formed  by  the  reflux  of 
m  wavcs!,  had  landed,  or  at  least  grounded,  upon 
ttd  shallow  where  Mordaunt  now  stood.  Amongst 
tee,  his  eager  eye  discovered  the  object  that  had  at 
gtt  engaged  his  attention,  and  which  now,  seen  at 
40Kr  distance,  proved  to  be  in  truth  a  man,  and  in  J 


THE  PIRATE.  9 

a  most  precarioos  state.  His  aims  wera  fldl  wrapt 
wkh'  a  close  and  convulsive  graqp  round  the  plank 
to  which  he  had  clung.in  the  moment  of  the  shock,  • 
but  sense  and  the  power  of  motun  were  fled ;  and« 
from  the  situation  in  which  the  plank  lay,  partif 
grounded  upon  the  beach,  partly  floating  in  the  sea, 
there  was  every  chance  that  it  might  be  again  waidi- 
ed  offshore,  m  which  case  death  was  inevitable. 
Just  as  he  had  made  hiniself  aware  of  these  circum- 
stances,  Mordaunt  beheld  a  huge  wave  advancmg, 
and  hastened  to  interpose  his  aid  ere  it  bunt,  awara 
that  the  reflux  might  probably  sweep  away  the  Baf« 
ferer. 

He  rushed  into  the  sufC  and  fastened  on  the  body, 
with  the  same  tenacity,  though  under  a  diflerent  im« 
pulse,  with  that  wherewith  the  hound  seizes  bis  prey. 
The  strength  of  the  retiring  wave  proved  even 
greater  than  he  had  expeeted,  and  it  was  not  without 
a  struggle  for  his  own  life,  as  well  as  lor  that  of  ihs 
stranger,  that  Mordaunt  resisted  being  swept  off*  with 
the  receding  billow,  when  thou|(h  an  adroit  swimmer, 
the  stren^h  of  the  tide  must  either  have  dashed  him 
against  the  roeks^  or  hurried  him  ont  to  sea.  H« 
stood  his  ground,  however,  and  ere  another  such 
billow  had  returned,  he  drew  up,  upon  the  small  slip 
of  dry  sand,  both  the  body  of  the  stranger,  and  ths 
plank  to  which  he  continued  firmly  attached.  But 
how  to  save  and  to  recall  the  means  of  ebbing  lift 
and  strength,  and  how  to  remove  into  a  place  of 
greater  safety  the  sufferer,  who  was  incapable  of 
giving  any  assistance  towards  his  own  prsservatwn, 
#ero  questions  which  Mordaunt  asked  himself  ea* 
geriy,  butin  vain.  * 

He  looked  to  the  summit  of  the  eM  on  which  h« 
had  left  his  father,  and  shouted  to  him  for  his  a»* 
sistance ;  but  his  eye  could  not  distinguish  his  form, 
and  his  voice  was  only  answered  by  the  scream  of 
the  sea-birds.-  He  gazed  again  on  the  suflerer.  A 
dress  richly  laced,  according  to  the  fashion  of  the 
times,  fine  linen,  and  rings  upon  his  fingers,  evinced 
he  was  a  man  of  superior  rank;  and  his  features 
showed  youth  and  comeliness  notwithstanding  they 
were  patud  and  disfigured.  He  still  breathed,  but  so 
feebly  that  his  respiration  was  almost  imperceptible^ 
and  life  seemed  to  keep  such  slight  hold  ox  his  namev 
that  there  was  every  reason  to  fear  it  would  become 
altogether  extinguished,  unless  it  were  speedily  re- 
inforced. .  To  loosen  the  handkerchief  from  his  neck, 
to  raise  him  with  his  face  towards  the  breeze,  to  sup- 
port him  with  his  arms,  was  all  that  Mordaunt  could 
do  for  his  assistance,  wnilst  he  anxiously  looked  for 
some  one  who  might  lend  his  aid  in 'dragging  the 
unfortunate  to  a  more  safe  situation. 

At  this  moment  he  beheld  a  man  advancing  sbwly 

and  cauriously  along  the  beach.  He  was  in  h< 

at  first,  it  wa^  his  father,  but  instantly  reooUu 
that  he  hod  not  had  time  to  come  round  by  the  __ 
cuitous  descent,  to  which  he  must  necessarily  have 
recourse,  and  beskies,  he  saw  that  the  man  who 
approached  him  was  shorter  in  atature. 

As  he  came  nelrer,  Mordaunt  was  at  no  loss  td 
recognise  the  pedlar  whom  the  day  before  he  had 
met  with  at  Harfra,  and  who  was  known  to  hiro 
before  upon  many  occasbns.  He  shoirted  as  loud 
as  he  could,  "Bryce,  hollo!  Bryce,  come  hither  I" 
But  the  merchant,  intent  upon  picking  up  some  of 
the  spoils  of  the  wreck,  and  upon  dragging  them  out 
of  reach  of  the  tide,'peid  for  some  time  Tittle  attention 
to  his  shouts. 

When  ho  did  at  length  approach  Mordaunt^  it  was 
not  to  lend  him  his  aid,  but  to  remonstrate  with  him 
on  his  rashness  in  undertaking  the  charitabk  office. 
"Are you* mad 7"  saul  he;  "you  that  have  uved  see 
lang  m  Zetland,  to  risk  the  saving  of  a  drowninfif 
man  1  Wot  ye  not,  if  you  bring  him  to  life  again,  ha 
will  be  sure  to  do  you  some  capital  ii^uryl*— Come, 

*  It  it  rnntirlcabl*,  that  in  an  arehlpetafo  wiMre  m  maay 
pertoni  must  be  Memanrilf  andaoferecl  by  the  waTBs,  eo  •fanls 
and  inhuman  a  maxim  ihoald  have  faifirafled  itself  mon  in 
mkids  of  a  people  otherwiae  kind,  moral,  and  hoapttable.  But 
an  with  whom  I  hare  tpoken  afree.  that  it  waa  afmoat  laiienil 
in  the  befinnina  of  the  eiftiieenin  eentory,  and  waa  with 
diffieutty  weeded  oat  by  the  aedaloua  iaatnietiona  ofthe  clergr, 
and  the  rip>ro«tf  injunetiona  of  the  pn>prieu>ra.  There  ia  iittis 
detttbt  it  bad  been  ongioall/  iatroduoed  aa  aa  aioUM  for  wmam 
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Mtsler  Mofdaant,  bear  a  hand  to  what'a  mair  to  tha 
pttipose.  Help  me  to  set  ane  or  twa  of  these  kists 
•  aahore  before  anv  body  else  cornea,  and  we  ahall 
ihare,  like  good  dnriatians,  what  God  sends  us,  and 
bethinkftd."  ^.   .  ^ 

Mordaunt  was  indeed  no  stranger  to  this  inhuman 
•qperaUtion,  conent  at  a  former  period  among  the 
lower  orders  of  the  Zetlanders,  and  the  more  generally 
adopted,  perhaps,  that  it  served  as  an  apology  for 
nfusing  assistance  to  the  unfortunate  vicums  of 
ahipwreck,  while  they  made  plunder  of  their  goods. 
At  any  rate,  the  opinion,  that  to  save  a  drowning 
man  was  to  run  the  risk  of  future  injury  from  him. 
formed  a  strange  contradiction  in  tb^  character  of 
these  islanders;  ^ho,  hospitable,  fsenerous,  and  dis- 
interested, on  all  other  occasions,  were  sometimes, 
Devertbeless.  induced  bv  this  suporstitioa  to  refuse 
their  aid  in  those  mortal  emergencies,  which  were  so 
common  upon  their  rocky  and  stormy  coasts.  We 
'  are  happy  to  add,  that  the  exhortation  and  example 
of  the  oroprietors  have  eradicated  even  the  traces  of 
this  inhuman  belid^  of  which  there  mig^t  be  some 
obaerved  within  the  memory  of  those  now  alive.  It 
is  strange  that  the  minds  of  men  should  have  ever 
been  hardened  towards  those  involved  in  a  dia- 
treaa  to  which  they  themselves  were  00  constantly 
ei|x>aed ;  but  perhaps  the  frequent  sight  and  con- 
acioaaness  of  such  danger  tends  lo  blunt  the  feelings 
to  its  coiiaeqaenoefl,  whetiber  affecting  oursehea  or 
others. 

Brvoe  was  remarkably  tenaciooa  of  this  ancient 
belief;  the  mors  ao,  pernapa,  that  the  mounting  of 
hiateack  depended  leaa  upon  the  warehouses  of  Ler- 
wk;k  or  Kirkwall,  than  on  the  consequences  of  auch 
a  north-western  gale  as  that  of  the  day  preceding ;  for 
which  (beifg  a  man  who,  in  hia  own  way,  professed 
great  devotionUie  seldom  faded  to  expreaa, his  grate- 
Jul  thanks  to  Heaven.  It  was  indeed  said  of  him, 
that  if  ha  had  spent  the  same  time  in  assisting  the 
wrecked  seamen,  which  he  had  employed  in  nning 
their  bales  and  ooxea,  he  would  have  aaved  many 
lives,  and  lost  much  linen.  He  paid  no  sort  of  atten- 
tion to  the  repeated  entreaties  or  Mordaunt  althou^ 
be  was  now  upon  the  same  alip  of  sand  with  him.  It 
was  well  known  to  fiiyce  as  a  place  on  which  the 
eddy  was  likely  to  land  anch  spoils  aa  the  ocean  dis- 
gorged; and  to  improve  the  favourable  moment,  he 
occupied  hunself  ezchisively  in  securing  and  appro- 
pnatmg  whatever  aeemed  most  portable  and  of  great- 
est value.  At  length  Mordaunt  saw  the  honeat  ped- 
lar fix  his  views  upon  a  strong  sea-chest,  framed  of 
some  Indian  wood,  well  secured  by  brass  platea,  and 
seeming  to  be  of  a  foreign  construction.  The  stout 
look  resisted  all  Bryce's  eflbrta  to  open  it,  until,  with 
great  composure,  he  plucked  from  his  pocket  a  very 
neat  hammer  and  chiael,  and  began  forcing  the 


TRBPl^TB; 

nopasa,  a  silver-hilted  sword,  and  other  yahiabla 
iciea,  which  the  nedlar  well  knew  to  be  auch  a 


articles, 

stir  in  the  trade.  Ke  was  half-disposed  to  start  up, 
draw  the  sword,  which  was  a  cut-and-thniat,  and 
"darraign  battaile,"  as  Spenser  says,  rather  than 
quit  his  prize,  or  brook  interruption.  Beins,  thompi' 
short,  a  stout  square-made  personage,  and  not  much 
past  the  prime  of  life,  having  besides  the  better  wea- 
pon, he  might  have  given  Mordaunt  more  trc^Me 
than  his  benevolent  knight-errantr>'  deserved. 

Already,  as  with  vehemence  he  repeated  his  injuae- 
tions  that  Bryce  should  forbear  his  plunder,  and  dome 
to  the  assistance  of  the  dying  man,  the  pedliur  re- 
torted with  a  voice  of  defiance,  "Dinna  swear,  air; 
dinna  swear,  sir— I  will  endure  no  swearing  in  my 


presence ;  and  if  you  lay  a  finger  on  me,  that 
taking  the  lawful  spoil  of  the  Egyptians,  I  will  ^Teve 
a  lesson  ye  shall  remember  from  this  day  to  Yule  f 


Incensed  beyond  patience  at  hia  asenrtnoe,  Hor- 
dfunt  caught  up  a  wooden  stretcher  which  lay  near 
him,  and  laying  hia  charge  aoftly  on  the  aaiuL  ap- 
looachod  Bryoo  with  a  menacing  gesture,  and  ex- 
ehimed^  "You  cold-blooded,  inhuman  raaod I  either 
get  up  instandy  and  lend  mo  your  assistance  to  re- 
cover this  man,  and  bear  him  out  of  danger  from  the 
inrt,  or  I  will  not  only  beat  you  to  a  mummy  on  the 
spot,  but  inform  Magnus  Troil  of  your  thievery,  that 
he  may  have  you  flogged  till  your  bonea  are  bare,  and 
th^  banish  you  from  the  Mainland !" 

The  lid  of  the  chest  had  just  spmng  open  as  this 
lough  address  saluted  Bryce'a  ears,  and  the  inaide 
printed  a  tempting  view  of  wearing  apparel  for  aea 
and  lai|^  j  ahirta,  plain  and  with  lace  ruffles,  a  ailver 

mc  thoM  who  attempted  to  SMape  ftom  the  wroek  to  perUi 
onsMiMad.  M  ibat,  then  beinr  no  rarviror.  the  might  be  eoa- 
Siderad  aelawM  plunder.  A  story  wu  told  me,  1  hope  in  mi- 
tiM  OQe,^that  a  veani  hayioa  mt  aabore  '"    -— -- 

on  one  or  Uie remote  Zedandidandi,  five 
arjiwttr  part  of  the  iiBf 


or  lix  men,  tlie  whole 


-^, .^- joforttmeie  orew.  endeavoorad  to  land  by 

HiwiaMe  ofa  haweer,  whidi  ther  had  Mcured  to  a  rock ;  Om 
fihabitttCs.  were  ameabled.  and  kwked  00  wiUi  some  an- 


men  come  aahore, 
have  mitora 


MiabitaBCs,  were  .Mnmbled,  and  kwked  on  w 
•enafaitf  ^  tiU  an  old  man  aajd,  "  aira,  if  Umm  roei 

the  additional  oMathswiU  eat  all  die  meal  we 

fbr  winter;  and  how  are  we  to  sot  morel"  A  ronng  fellow, 
BMved  with  Uue  arfumaot,  •iniefc  the  Yope  awodet  wiUi  hi* 
g||««jd  an  tiMMor  inetehee  weia  innened  amoof  the 


Mordaunt  would  speedily  have  put  the  pedlai'a 
courage  to  the  test,  but  a  voice  behind  him  suddenly 
aaid,  '^Forbear!"  It  was  the  voice  of  Noma  of  tha 
Fitful-head,  who,  during  the  heat  of  their  altercation, 
had  approached  them  unobserved.  "Forbear  f  ahe 
repeated;  **  and  Bryce,  do  thou  render  Mordaunt  the 
assistance  he  requires.  It  shall  avail  thee  more,  and 
it  is  I  who  say  the  word,  than  all  that  you  could  eant 
to-day  besides." 

"It  is  seventeen  hundred  linen,"  said  the  pedlai; 
giving  a  tweak  to  one  of  the  shirts,  in  that  knowiw 
manner  with  which  matrons  and  judges  asoerta]i 
the  texture  of  the  loom;— "it's  seventeen  hundied 
linen,  and  as  strong  as  nn  it  were  dowlas.  Neve^ 
theless,  mother,  your  bidding  is  to  be  done ;  and  I 
would  ha^ne  done  Mr.  Mordaunt's  bidding  too,"  he 
added,  relaxing  from  his  note  of  defiance  into  the 
defeiential  whining  tone  with  which  he  cajoled  his 
customers,  "it  he  nadna  made  use  of  profane  ostha, 
which  made  my  very  flesh  grew,  and  caused  me,  in 
some  sort,  to  forget  myself."  He  then  took  a  flask 
from  hia  pocket  and  approached  the  shipwrcckol 
man.  "  It's  the  best  of  brandy,"  he  said : "  and  if  that 
doesna  ciTe  him,  I  ken  naught  that  will."  ^  So  say- 
ing, he  took  a  preliminary  gulp  himself,  as  if  to  show 
the  quality  of  the  liquor,  and  was  about  to  put  it  ta 
the  man's  mouth,  when,  suddenly  withholding  bh 
hand,  he  looked  at  Nohia— "  You  ensure  me  against 
all  risk  of  evil  from  him.  if  I  am  to  render  him  my 
help?— Ye  ken  yoursell  what  folk  say,  mothea." 

For  all  other  answer.  Noma  took  the  bottle  from 
the  pedlar'ahand,  and  began  to  chafe  the  temples  and 
throat  of  the  ahipwrecked  man ;  directing  Inordaimt 
how  to  hold  his  nead,  so  as  to  afibrd  him  the  mean^ 
of  disgorging  the  sea-water  which  he  had  awallowed 
during  his  immersion. 

The  pedlar  looked  on  inactive  for  a  moment,  and 
then  said,  "To  be  sure  there  is  not  the  same  riak  m. 
helping  him,  now  he  is  out  of  the  water,  and  lyintfi 
high  and  dry  on  the  beach ;  and,  to  be  mve,  the  prin^^ 
cipal  danger  is  to  those  that  first  touch  him ;  and  to  *  ' 
sure,  it  is  a  world's  pity  to  see  how  these  rings  l 
pinching  the  puir  creature'a  swalled  flngers--fhi 
make  his  hand  as  blue  as  a  partan's  back  before  * 

handa, 

cated  the . „ . .., 

of  removicig  the  ringa  which  sopmed  to  be  (rf*  aoi 
value. 

"  As  you  love  your  life,  forbear,"  said  Noma, . 
ly,  "or  I  will  lay  that  on  you  which  ahall  spoil 
travels  through  the  isles." 

"Now,  for  me^y's  sake,  mother,  saynae  marabm 
it,"  aaid  the  pedlar,  "and  I'll  e'en  do  your  pleasure  i 
your  ain  way  1 1  did  Ibel  a  rheumatize  in  my  bac* 
spauld  yestreen ;  and  it  wad  be  a  sair  thing  for  r 
like  of  me  to  be  debarred  my  quiet  walk  round  1 
country,  in  the  way  of  trade— makmg  the  ho~ 
penny,  and  helping  myself  with  what  ^ 
sends  on  our  coasta." 

"Peace,  then,"  aaid  the  woman— "Peac&  as  tl 
wouidst  not  rue  it :  and  take  this  man  on  tmr  bra 
shooklera.    His  life  is  of  Talue^  and  yon  will  ha  i 
warded.'* 

"I  had  muckle  need,"  aaid  the  pedlar,  penaivb 
looking  at  the  lidlesa  ches^  and  the  other  mtitn 
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wbkHi  Mrewed  the  sand ;  *'  for  he  has  coihe  between 
ne  and  as  muckle  epreacherie  as  wad  hue  made  a 
nao  of  me  for  the  rest  of  my  lifes  and  now  it  maun 
lie  here  till  f^e  next  tide  sweep  it  a'  doan  the  Roost, 
afier  them  tnat  aught  it  yesterday  morning." 

**  Fisar  not,"  said  Noma,  "  it  will  come  to  man's 
tse.  See,  there  come  can^n-crows,  of  scent  as  keen 
as  thine  owa." 

She  apoke  truly ;  for  several  of  die  people  from  the 
hamlet  of  Jarlsnof  were  now  hastening  along  the 
beaeh,  to  have  their  share  in  the  spoil.  The  pedlar 
Mela  them  approach  with  a  deep  groan,  "Ay,  ay," 
be  said,  "  the  folk  of  Jarlsho^  ihey  vnll  make  clean 
waik;  they  axe  kend  for  that  for  and  wide;  they 
wiana  leave  the  value  of  a  rotten  rethn ;  and  what's 
waur,  there  tsna  aoe  o'  them  has  menae  or  sense 
enengb  to  give  thanks  for  the  mercies  when  they 
have  gotten  them.  There  is  the  auld  Ranzielman, 
Neil  Ronaldflon,  that  canna  walk  a  mile  to  hear  the 
ninister:  but  he  will  hiiple  ten  if  he  hears  of  a  ship 

Noma,  however,  seemed  to  possess  over  him  so 
complete  an  ascendency,  that  he  no  longer  hesitated 
to  take  the  man,  who  now  gave  strong  symptoms  of 
RvivinK  existence,  upon  his  shoulders ;  and,  assisted 
by  Mordaunt,  trudged  along  the  sea-beach  with  his 
bnideo^  withoat  farther  remonstrance.  Ere  he  was 
borne  o(C  the  stranger  pointkl  to  the  chest,  and 
attempted  to  mmter  something,  to  which  NomSi  re- 
pial    Enough.    It  shall  be  secured." 

Jbtvancing  towards  the  passage  called   Erich's 
Steps,  by  which  they  were  to  ascend  the  cliflfs,  they 
met  the  people  from  Jarlshof  hastening  in  the  oi^ 
posile  direction.    Man  and  woman,  as  they  passed, 
tavaRady  made  room  for  Noma,  and  aahited  her— 
not  without  an  expression  of  fear  upon  some  of  their 
fMea  She  passed*  them  a  few  paces,  and  then  turn- 
tog  back,  called  aloud  to  the  Ranzelman,  who  (though 
abe  practice  was  more  common  than  legal>  was  at- 
tBadinc^  the  rest  of  the  hamlet  upon  this  nlundering 
expedition.    "Neil  Ronaldson,"  she  said,  ^mark  my 
words.  There  stands  yonder  a  chest,  from  which  the 
lid  has  been  iust  prized  off.   Look  it  be  brought  down 
10  yocr  own  house  it  Jarlsho£  just  as  it  now  is.    Be- 
ware of  moving  or  touching  the  slightest  article.  He 
were  better  in  hia  grave,  that  so  much  as  looks  at  the 
contents;    I  speak  not  tor  naught,  nor  in  aught  will 
I  be  disobeyed." 

'*Yoar  pleasure  shall  be  done,  mother,"  said  Ro- 
naldsan.  "I  warrant  we  will  not  break  bulk,  since 
■c  ia  your  bidding." 

Par  behind  the  rest  of  the  viUagera,  followed  an 
M  woman,  talking  to  herself,  and  cursing  her  own 
decrepitude,  which  kept  her  the  last  of  the  party,  yet 
preaamg  forward  with  all  her  might  to  get  her  share 
of  the  apoil- 

When  they  met  her,  Mordaunt  was  astonished  to 
Roogniae  his  fathers  old  housekeeper.  "  How  now," 
he  aaidL  "Swertha,  what  make  you  so  far  from 
home  I 

*  Just  e'en  daikering  out  to  look  af^er  my  auld  mas- 
ter and  your  honour"  replied  Swertha,  who  felt  like 
a  criminal  caught  in  the  manner:  for  on  more  occa- 
mooa  than  one,  Mr.  Mertoun  had  intimated  his  high 
dinpprobation  of  such  excursions  as  she  was  at  pre- 
sent enm^  in* 

But  Mordaunt  T^gs  too  much  engaged  with  his 
own  thoughts  to  take  much  notice  of  ner  delinquency. 
**  Have  vott  seen  my  father  ?"  ho  sakl. 

"And  that  I  have,"  replied  Swertha— "The  gude 
aentleman  was  ganging  to  hirsel  himsell  doun  Enck's 
Steps,  whilk  would  have  been  the  ending  of  him, 
I  that  is  in  no  way  a  cragsman.  Sae  I  e'en  gat  him 
ailed  away  home—and  I  was  just  seeking  you  that 
ISO  may  f^ng  after  him  to  the  hall-house,  for  to  my 
Aought  he  is  far  frae  weel." 

**  My  father  unAvell  V*  said  Mordaunt,  remembering 
lie  fiimtneas  he  exhibited  at  the  commencement  of 
liat  morning's  walk. 

"Far frae  weel— far  frae  weel,"  groaned  out  Swer- 

Aa,  with  a  piteous  shake  of  the  head—"  white  o'  the 

^ia— white  o'  the  gills— and  him  to  think  of  coming 

dMm  the  riva !" 

^Return  home,  Mordaunt,"  said  Noma,  .who  was 
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listening  to  what  had  passed.  **I  will  see  all  that  is 
necessarv  done  for  this  man's  relief,  and  you  will  find 
him  at  the  Ranzdman's,  when  you  list  to  inqiiire. 
You  cannot  help  him  more  than  you  already  nava 
done." 

Mordaunt  felt  this  was  true,  and,  commanding 
Swertha  to  follow  him  instandy,  betook  himself  to 
the  path  homeward. 

Swertha  hobbled  reluctantly  after  her  young  mat- 
ter in  the  same  direction,  until  she  lost  sight  of  him 
on  his  entering  the  cleft  of  the  rock :  then  instandy 
turned  about,  muttering  to  herself,  Haste  home,  in 
good  sooth  ?— haste  holne,  and  lose  the  best  chance 
of  getting  a  new  rokelay  and  owerlay  that  I  have  h^ 
these  ten  years?  by  my  certie,  na— It's  seldom  sic 
rich  godsends  come  on  our  shore— no  since  the  Jeimy 
and  James  came  ashore  in  King  Charlie's  time." 

So  saying,  she  mended  her  pace  as  well  as  she 
could,  and,  a  willing  mind  making  amends  for  frail 
limbs,  posted  on  with  wonderful  despatch  to  put  in  for 
her  share  of  the  n)oil.  She  soon  reached  the  beachu 
where  the  Ranzelman,  stuffing  his  own  pouches  all 
the  while,  was  exhorting  the  rest  to  i^art  things  fair, 
and  be  neighbourly,  and  to  ^ve  to  the  auld  and  help- 
less a  share  of  what  was  gomg,  which,  he  charitably 
remarked,  would  bring  a  blessing  on  the  abore,  and 
send  them  "mair  wrecks  ere  winter."* 


CHAPTER  VIIL 

Be  was  a  lovelf  youtb.  I  gma  i 
The  panther  in  tM  wlldt 


The  panther  in  toe  wUdaroett 

wan  not  wo  Mr  aa  tie ;  ^^ 

And  when  he  ehoee  ae  qiort  aad  plar> 
No  dolphin  ewer  waa  ao  pgr. 

Upon  the  tropic  aea. 

*  WOBDSWOKT& 

Ths  light  foot  of  Mordaunt  Mertoun  was  ndi  long 
of  beanng  him  to  Jarlshof.  He  entered  the  house 
hastily,  for  what  he  himself  hod  observed  that  mom- 
ing,  corresponded  in  some  degree  with  the  ideas  which 
Swertha's  tale  was  calculated  to  excite.  He  found 
his  father,  however^  in  the  inner  apartment,  reposing 
himself  alter  his  fatigue;  and  his  first  question  satis- 
fied, him  that  the  good  dame  had  practised  a  little 
imposition  to  get  rid  of  them  both. 

Where  is  this  dying  man,  whom  you  have  so  wisely 
ventured  your  own  neck  to  relieve  1"  said  the  eldei 
Mertoun  to  the  vounger. 

"Noma,  sir,'  replied  Mordaunt,  "has  taken  him 
under  her  charge ;  she  understands  such  msttere." 

"And  isauack  as  well  as  witch?"  said  the  elder 
Mertoun.  With  all  my  heart— it  is  a  trouble  saved* 
But  I  hasted  home,  on  Swertha's  hint,  to  look  ou 
for  lint  and  bandages  i  for  her  speech  woa  of  broken 
bones." 

Mordannt  kept  silence,  well  knowing  his  father 
would  not  persevere  in  his  kiQuiries  upon  such  a  mat- 
ter, and  not  willing  either  to  prejudice  the  old  gover- 
nante,  or  to  excite  his  father  to  one  of  those  excesses 
of  passion  into  which  he  was  apt  to  burst,  when, 
contrary  to  his  wont,  he  thought  proper  to  conect  tha 
conduct  of  his  dpmestic 

It  was  late  in  the  day  ere  old  Swertha  returned 
fr9m  her  expedition,  heartily  fatigued,  and  bearing 
with  her  a  bundle  ot  some  bulk,  containing,  it  would 
seem,  her  share  of  the  spoiL  Mordaunt  instantly 
sought  her  out,  to  charge  her  with  the  deceits  she  had 
practised  on  both  his  fadier  and  himself;  but  the 
accused  matron  lacked  not  her  reply. 

"  Bv  hnr  troth,"  she  said,  "  she  thought  it  was  time 
to  bid  Mr.  Mertoun  gang  hame  and  get  bandages, 
when  she  had  seen,  wiih  tier  oin  twa  een,  Mordaunt 
ganging  down  the  cliff  like  a  wild-cat— it  was  to  i)p 
thought  broken  bones  would  be  the  end,  and  lucky  if 
*  The  ancient  Zetlander  looked  apon  the^ee  aa  Uie  pro? idcr 
of  his  living,  not  only  by  the  plenty  produced  br  the  fiahinn, 
but  by  the  Kpoil  of  wrecks.  Soino  particular  irlnDda  have  fUien 
off  very  coniiiderably  in  their  rent,  ainoe  the  commiBsionen  of 
tha  iiglit-hou«es  have  ordered  lights  on  the  hlo  of  Saiida  and 
the  Penll«nd  Skerries.  A  gentleman,  familiar  with  Uioae  leaii 
expressed  surprise  at  seeiiif  the  farmer  of  one  of  the  isles  m 
a  boat  «(ith  a  ver^  old  pair  of  sails.  "  Had  it  been  His  will''— 
said  Uie  man,  with  an  affected  deference  to  Providence,  verjr 
iiiconsjdtent  with  the  sentiment  of  his  speech—"  Had  it  been 
His  will  that  light  had  not  been  placed  yonder,  I  would  have 
had  enough  of  new  aalla  last  winter." 


to  THE  PIRATE. 

oaiidages  wad  do  any  good;— and,  by  ner  troth,  ahe 
might  weel  tell  Mordaunt  his  father  was  piiirly,  and 
him  looking  sae  white  in  tho  gills,  (whilk,  ahe  wad 
die  upon  it,  was  the  very  word  she  used,)  and  it  was  a 
thing  tliat  couldna  be  denied  by  man  at  this  very 
moment*^ 

'^But,  Swertha,"  i^aid  Mordaunt,  as  soon  as  her 
damorous  defence  gave  him  time  to  speak  in  i^ply, 
"  how  came  you,  that  should  have  been  busy  with  y9ur 
housewifery  and  your  spinning,  to  be  out  tms  morning 
at  Erick's  Steps,  in  order  to  take  all  this  unnecessary 
care  of  my  father  and  me  1— And  what  is  in  that  bundle, 
Swertha7  fori  fear,  Swertha,  you  have  been  trans- 
IP^sing  the  iaw,  and  have  been  out  upon  the  wreck- 
ing system." 

^  Fair  fii'  your  sonsy  face,  and  the  blessing  of  Saint 
Ronald  upon  /oul"  said  Swertha,  in  a  tone  betwixt 
coaxing  and  jesting;  "would  you  keepapuir  body 
Ira  mending  herscll  and  sae  mucklc  gear  lymg  on  tlie 
loose  sand  tor  the  lifting?— Hout,  Moister  Moitlaunt, 
a  ship  ashore  is  a  sight  to  wile  the  minister  out  of  his 
very  pu'pit  in  the  middle  of  his  preaching^  muckle 
mair  a  puir  auld  ignorant  wife  frae  her  rock  and  her 
tow.  And  little  aid  I  get  for  my  day's  wark—just 
Bomarags  o'  cambric  things,  and  a  nit  or  twa  of  coorse 
daith,  and  sic  like— the  strong  and  the  hearty  get  a' 
thing  in  this  warld." 

"  Yes,  Swertha,*'  replied  Mordaunt,  "  and  that  is 
lather  hard,  ab  you  must  have  your  share  of  punish* 
tnent  in  this  world  and  the  next,  for  robbing  the  poor 
mariners." 

**Hout,  callant.  wha  wad  punish  an  auld  wife  like 
me  for  a  wheen  duds  1— Folk  speak  muckfe  black  ill 
of  Earl  Patrick ;  but  he  was  a  freend  to  the  shore,  and 
made  wise  laws  against  ony  body  helping  vessels  that 
were  like  to  gang  on  the  breakers.*— And  ihe  mari- 
ners, I  have  heand  Bryce  Jagger  aay.  lose  their  right 
irae  the  time  keel  touches  sand;  and  moreover,  they 
are  dead  and  gane,  poor, souls— dead  and  ganc,  and 
care  little  about  warid's  wealth  now— Nay,  nae  mair 
than  the  great  Jarls  and  Seaking&  in  the  Norse  days, 
dkl  about  the  trea-sures  that  theV  buried  in  the  tombs 
and  s^ulchres  auld  langsyne.  Did  I  ever  tell  you  the 
sang,  Maister  Mordaunt,  now  Olaf  Tr^'guarson  garr'd 
hide  five  gold  crowns  in  the  same  grave  with  him  T 

^^No^  Swerfha,"  said  Mordaunt,  who  took  pleasure 
in  tormenu'ng  the  cunning  old  plunderer—"  you  never 
told  me  that ;  but  I  tdl  you,  that  the  straiufer  whom 
Noma  has  taken  down  to  the  town,  will,  be  well 
enough  to-morrow,  to  ask  where  you  have  hidden  the 
goods  that  you  have  stolen  from  the  wreck." 

"But  wha  will  tell  him  a  word  about  it,  hinnjel" 
said  Swertha,  looking  slyly  up  in  her  young  master's 
face— "The  mair  by  token,  smce  I  maun  tell  ye,  that 
I  have  a  bonny  remnant  of  silk  amang  the  lave,  that 
v^ill  make  a  dainty  waistcoat  to  yoursell,  ilie  first 
merry-making  ye  gang  to." 

Mordaunt  couM  no  longer  forbear  laughing  at  the 
cunning  with  which  the  old  dame  proposed  to  bribe  off 
his  evidence  by  imparting  a  portion  o(  her  plunder  2 
and,  desiring  her  to  get  ready  what  provision  she  had 
made  for  dinner,  he  returned  to  his  father,  whom  he 
found  still  silting  in  the  same  place,  and  nearly  in  the 
same  posrare,  in  which  he  had  leftliim. 

When  their  hasty  and  frugal  meal  was  finished, 
Mordaunt  announced  to  his  father  his  purpose  of  going 
down  to  the  town,  or  hamlet,  to  look  after  the  ship- 
wrecked sailor. 

The  dder  Mertoun  assented  with  a  nod. 

"He must  be  ill  accommodated  there,  sir,"  added 
his  son,— a  hint  which  only  produced  another  nod  of 
assent.  **  He  seemed,  frpm  his  appearance,"  pursued 
Mordaunt,  "  to  be  of  very  good  rank— and  admitting 
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0uch  flhall  intrude  on  me  either  their  "happiness  or 
their  misery.  When  you  have  known  the  world  hiU 
a  score  of  years  longer,  your  early  friends  will  have 
given  vou  reason  to  remember  them,  and  to  avoid  new 
ones  for  the  rest  of  your  life.  Go  then— why  do  yoi 
stop  ?— rid  the  country  of  the  man— let  me  see  noon« 
about  me  but  those  vulgar  countenances,  the  exteitf 
and  character  of  whose  jietty  knavery  I  know,  and 
can  submit  to,  aa  to  an  evil  too  trifiing  to  cause  iiri' 
tation."  He  then  threw  his  purse  to  his  sod,  aad 
signed  to  him  to  depart  with  all  speed. 

Alordaont  was  not  long  before  he  reached  the  vil- 
lage. In  the  dark  abode  of  Neil  Runaldson,  the  Rao- 
zelman,  he  found  the  stranger  seated  by  the  pcat-fini 
in>on  the  very  chest  which  had  excited  the  cupidity  d 
the  devout  Bnrce  Snailafoot,  the  pedlar.  Toe  Ran- 
zdnian  himself  was  absent,  dividinfL  with  all  due  im- 
partiality, the  apoiis  of  the  wrecked  vessel  amongrt 
the  natives  of  the  community;  listening  to  andie* 
dressing  their  oomplaintd  of  ineqitf  lity  ;  and  (if  die 
matter  m  hand  had  not  been,  from  beginning  to  end, 
utterly  unjust  and  indefensible)  dischajgi^g  the  part 
of  a  wise,  and  prudent  magistrata  in  all  the  deiaiii 
For  at  this  time,  and  probably  until  a  much  later  pe 
riod,^  the  lower  orders  of  the  islanders  entertained  ai 
opinion,  common  to  barbarians  also  in  the  saxne  mtt- 
ation,,  that  whatever  was  cast  on  their  afaoiea,  becans 
their  indisputable  property. 

Margery  Bimbister,  the  wortny  spouse  of  the  Ran* 
zelman,  was  in  the  charge  of  the  nouee,  and  iniio- 
duced  Mordaunt  to  her  guest,  saying,  withnogreil 
ceremony.  "  This  is  the  young  tacksman— \ou  witt 
maybe  tell  him  your  name,  though  you  will  not  tell  it 
to  us.  If  it  had  not  been  for  hia  four  quarters,  it's  bat 
little  you  would  have  aaid  to  any  body,  aae  langasliii 
lasted." 

The  stranger  arose,  and  afaook  Mordaum  by  tho 
hand ;  observing,  he  understood  that  he  had  bcoi  tha 
means  of  saving  his  life  and  his  chest  "  The  rest  of 
the  property,"  he  aaid,  "  is,  I  see,  walking  the  p'aok; 
for  they  are  as  busy  as  the  devil  m  a  gale  of  wird.'' 

"  And  what  was  the  use  of  your  seamanship,  then," 
said  Margery,  "  that  you  couldna  keep  off  the  Siiin- 
burgh-headf  It  would  have  been  lang  ere  Siunbaisb* 


these  poor  people  do  their l>est  to  receive  liim,  in  his 

resent  weak  state,  yet" 

"I  know  what  yon  would  say,"  said  his  father, 
interrupting  him;  ^  we,  you  think,  ought  to  do  some- 
thing towards  assisting  him.  Go  to  him,  then— if  he 
lacks  money,  let  him  name  the  sum.  and  he  shall 
have  it  •  but,  for  lodging  ihe  stranger  here,  and  hold- 
ing intercourse  with  nim,  I  neither  can,  nor  will-do  so. 
I  have  retired  to  thi»  farthest  extremity  of  the  British 
ialcb.  to  avoid  new  friends,  and  new  faces,  and  none 
*  Tliicwu  literally  trao 


heao  had  come  to  you.' 

"  Leave  us  for  a  moment,  good  Margery  Biaiiii^ 
ter,"  said  Mordaunt;  "1  wish  to  have  somepmatt 
conversation  with  this  gentleman." 

"Gentleman!"  said  Margery,  with  an  emphasis; 
"  not  but  the  man  is  well  enough  to  look  at,"  ab« 
added,  again  surveying  him,  "but  I  doubt  if  there ia 
muckle  of  the  gentleman  about  him." 

Mordaunt  looked  at  the  straueer,  and  waa  of  a  dif* 
ferent  opinion.  He  was  rather  aoove  the  middle  fm, 
and  formed  handsomely  ns  well  as  strongly.  Mor- 
daunt's  intercourse  with  society  was  not  extenave; 
but  he  thought  his  new  acquaintance,  to  a  bold  sun- 
burnt handsome  countenance,  which  seemed  to  bare 
faced  various  climates,  nddod  the  frank  and  opt-n 
manners  of  a  sailor.  He  answered  chctrfclly  t»ie 
inquiries  which  Mordaunt  made  after  his  health;  and 
maintained  that  one  night's  rest  would  reliew  him 
from  all  the  eflc^cts  of  the  disaster  he  had  sustained. 
Hut  he  spoke  with  bitterness  of  the  avarice  and  cun- 
osity  of  the  Ranzelman  and  hia  <»pQii8e. 

"That  chattering  old  woman,  said  (be Strang, 
"has  persecuted  me  the  whole  day  for  the  n;ime  of 
the  ship.  I  think  she  might  bc'conicntcd  with  the 
share  she  has  had  of  it.  I  was  the  princiii^l  OMncfcf 
the  vessel  that  was  lost  yonder,  and  they  nave  left  ni« 
nothing  but  my  wearing  apparel.  Is  there  no  magis- 
trate, or  justice  of  the  pence,  in  this  M'iid  countr>',  ibaf 
would  lend  a  hand  to  help  one  when  he  is  among  tiie 
breakers?"  , 

Mordaunt  mentioned  Magnus  Troil,  thepnncipal 
proprietor,  ns  well  as  the  Fowd,  or  provincial  judg^ 
of  the  district,  as  the  person  from  whom  he  wosinost 
likely  fo  obtain  redress;  and  regretted  ihai  hia  own 
youth,  and  his  father's  situation  as  a  retired  stranger, 
should  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  ollbiad  hioi  the  pro- 
tection he  required.  , 

"Nay,  for  your  part,  you  have  done  enough,  saw 
the  Pailor;  "but  if  I  had  five  oiii  of  the  forty  brava 
fellows  that  are  fishes'  food  by  this  time,  the  detru  a 
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man  would  I  uk  tot  do  me  the  right  that  I  could  do 

formjrselfr 

**Forty  hands  f  nid  Mordaimt;  "ypu  were  well 
manned  for  the  size  of  the  ship."  ' 

"Not  so  well  as  we  needed  to  be.  Wo  mounted 
sen  guns,  besides  chasers ;  but  our  cruise  on  the  main 
had  thinned  us  of  men,  and  lumbered  us  up  with 
goods.  Six  of  our  guns  were  in  ballast— Hands  I  if  I 
had  had  enough  of  hands,  we  would  never  have  mis- 
earrned  so  iniemally.  The  people  were  knocked  up 
with  working  the  pumps,  and  so  took  to  their  boats, 
and  left  me  with  the  vessel,  to  sink  or  swim.  But 
the  doCT^had  their  pay,  and  I  can  afford  to  pardon 
them— ^The  boats  swamped  in  the  current— aU  were 
bet— and  here  am  I." 

**  You  had  come  north  about  then,  from  the  West 
Indies?"  eaid  Mordaunt 

**  Ay,  ay ;  the  vessel  was  the  Good  Hope  of  Bristol, 
a  letter  of  maiqua  She  had  fine  luck  down  on  the 
Spanish  main,  both  with  commerce  and  privateer- 
ink  but  the  luck's  ended  with  her  now.  My  name  is 
Ckinent  Cleveland,  captain,  and  part  owner,  as  I 
said  before— 1  am  a  Bristol  man  bom— my  father  was 
well  known  on  the  ToUsell— old  Clem  Cleveland  of 
the  College-gieen.'' 

Mordaunt  tiad  no  ri^t  to  inquire  farther,  and  yef  it 
seemed  to  him  as  if  his  own  imnd  wss  but  half  satis- 
fied. There  waa  an  afiectation  of  bluntneeS)  a  sort 
of  defiance,  in  the  manner  of  the  stranger,  for  which 
diCDmsf  ances  afibrded  no  occasion.  Captain  Cleve- 
land had  sufiered  injustice  from  the  islanders,  but 
fram  M<irdaunt  he  had  only  received  kindness  and 
ITOtection ;  yet  he  seemed  as  if  he  involved  all  the 
aogbbourhood  in  the  wrongs  he  complained  of.  Mor- 
dasnt  looked  down  and  was  silent,  doubting  whether 
it  wodd  be  better  to  take  his  leave,  or  to  proceed  far- 
thff  mhie  ofilers  of  assistance.  Cleveland  seemed  to 
guem  at  his  thoughts,  for  he  immediately  added,  in  a 
eDooYiatin^  manner,— "I  am  a  plain  man.  Master 
Hertoun,  for  that  I  onderstand  is  your  name ;  and  I 
am  a  runied  man  to  boot,  and  that  does  not  mend 
one's  good  manners.  But  you  have  done  a  kind  and 
friendly  part  by  me,  and  it  may  be  I  think  as  much  of 
it  as  it  I  thanked  you  more.  And  so  before  I  leave 
this  place,  I'll  s^ve  you  my  fowling-piece;  she  will 
put  a  hundred  swan-shot  through  a  Dutchman's  cap 
at  eighty  paces— ahe  will  carry  ball  too— I  have  hit  a 
wild  boll  within  a  hnndred*and-fifty  yards— but  I 
hare  two  pieces  that  are  as  good,  or  better,  so  you 
may  keep  this  for  my  sake." 
^  '*That  would*  be  to  take  my  share  of  the  wreck," 
answered  Mordaunt.  lauffhing. 

"  ?io  such  matter,"  aaid  Cleveland,  undoing  a  case 
which  c*>ntain<jd  several  guns  and  pistols,—  you  see 
1  have  saved  my  private  arm-chest,  as  well  as  my 
dothesr— ^ai  the  tall  okl  woman  in  the  dark  rigging 
managed  foime.  And,  between  ourselves,  it  is  worth 
all  I  have  iost$  for."  he  added,  lowering  his  voice, 
and  looking  round,  when  I  speak  of  being  ruined  in 
the  hearina  of  these  land-sharks,  I  do  not  mean 
rmruni  stock  and  block.  No,  here  is  something  will 
do  more  than  shoot  sea-fowl."  So  saying,  he  pulled 
out  a  great  ammunition*pouch  marked  swan-shot, 
and  showed  Morton,  hastily,  that  it  was  full  of  Span- 
ish pistoles  and  Portaguee  (as  the  broad  Portu^I 
pieces  were  tlien  called.)  *'  Na  no,"  he  added,  with 
a  smile,  '^I  have  ballast  enough  to  trim  the  vessel 
again ;  and  now,  will  you  take  tlie  piece?" 

** Since  you  are  willing  to  give  it  me,"  saidMor- 
daant,  laughing,  "with  all  my  heart.  I  was  just 
going  vo  ask  you  in  my  fathers  name,"  he  added, 
shoinnif  his  nurses  "  whether  you  wanted  any  of  that 
•ame  ballast.^' 

**  Thanks,  but  you  see  I  am  provided— take  my  okl 
aoqaaintanoe,  and  may  she  serve  you  as  well  as  she 
has  served  me;  but  you  will  never  make  so  good  a 
Tovas^e  with  her.  You  can  shoot,  I  suppose?* 
,*  Tolerably  well,"  said  Mordaunt,  admiring  the 
^icec.  which  was  a  beautiful  Snanish-barrelled  gun. 
inlaid  with  gold,  small  in  the  oore,  and  of  unusual 
kagih,  soch  ae  is  chiefly  used  for  shooting  sea^fowl, 
ana  for  ball-practica 

''With  slugs,"' continued  the  donor,  "never  gun 
•bot  ck>fler ;  and  with  single  ball,  you  may  kill  a  seal 


two  hundred  yards  at  sea  from  the  top  of  the  inahest 
peak  of  this  iron-bound  coast  of  yours.  Bat  I  tell  yuu 
as:ain.  that  the  old  rattler  will  never  ^o  you  the  ser- 
vice she  has  done  me." 

"  I  shall  not  use  her  so  dexterously,  periiaps,"  said 
Mordaunt. 

"  Umph !— perhaps  not,"  replied  Cleveland ;  "  but 
that  is  not  the  question.  What  say  you  to  shooting 
the  man  at  the  wheel,  just  as  we  run  aboard  of  a 
Spaniard?  So  the  Don  was  taken  aback,  ond  we 
laid  him  athwart  the  hawse,  and  carried  her  cutlass 
in  hand ;  and  worth  the  while  she  was— stout  brigan- 
tine— El  Santo  Francisco— bound  for  Porto  Bello, 
with  gold  and  negroes.  That  little  bit  of  lead  was 
worth  twenty  thousand  pistoles." 

"  I  have  shot  at  no  such  game  as  yet,"  said  Mor- 
daunt. 

"  Well,  all  in  good  time ;  we  cannot  weigh  till  the    ' 
tide  makes.    But  yQu  are  a  tight,  handsome,  active 
young  man.    What  is  to  ail  you  to  take  a  trip  after 
some  of  ihia  stuff?"  laying  his  hand  on  the  hag  of 
gold. 

"  My  father  talks  of  my  travelling  soon,"  replied 
Mordaunt,  who,  bom  to  hold  men-pf- wars-men  in 
great  respect,  felt  flattered  by  this  invitation  from 
one  who  appeared  a  thorough-bred  seaman. 

"  I  respect  him  for  the  thought,"  said  the  Captain; 
"  and  I  will  visit  him  before  I  weigh  anchor.  I  have 
a  consort  off  these  islands,  and  be  cursed  to  her. 
She'll  find  me  out  somewhere,  though  she  parted 
company  in  the  bit  of  a  souall,  unless  she  is  mne  to 
Davy  Jones  too.— Well,  she  was  better  found  than 
we,  and  not  so  deep  loaded— she  must  have  weathered 
it.  We'll  have  a  hammock  elung  for  you  aboarjl,  and 
make  a  sailor  and  a  man  of  you  in  the  same  trip." 

^*  I  riiould  like  it  well  enough,"  said  Mordaunt,  who 
eagerly  longed  to  see  more  of  the  world  than  his 
lonely  situation  had  hitherto  permitted ;  "  but  then 
my  father  must  decide." 

*Your  father?  pooh  f  said  Captain  Cleveland; 
— "  but  you  are  veiy  right,"  he  added,  checking  him- 
self; "  Gad,  I  ha,To  lived  so  long  at  eea,  that  I  cannot 
imagine  any  body  has  a  right  to  think  pxpept  the 
captain  and  the  master.  But  you  are  very  right.  I  will 
go  up  to  the  old  gentleman  this  instant,  and  speak 
to  him  myself.  He  lives  in  that  handsome,  moaem- 
looking.  building,  I  suppose,  that  I  see  a  quarter  of  a  % 
mile  off?" 

"In  that  old  half-ruined  house,"  said  Mordaunt, 
"  he  does  indeed  live ;  but  he  will  see  no  visiters." 

"  Then  you  must  drive  the  point  yourself^  for  I  can't      ^ 
stay  in  this  latitude.    Since  your  father  is  no  magis-  , 

trate,  I  must  go  to  see  this  same  Magnus— how  coll 
you  him  ?— who  is  not  justice  of  peace,  but  something 
else  that  will  do  the  turn  as  well.  These  fellows  have 
got  two  or  three  things  that  I  must  and  will  have 
Hack— let  them  keep  the  rest  and  be  d— d  to  them. 
Will  you  ffive  me  a  letter  to  him,  just  by  way  of  .com- 
mission ? 

'^'It  is  scarce  needful,"  said  Mordaunt  ,  "It  is 
enough  that  you  are  shipwrecked,  and  nerd  his  help ;   . 
—but  yet  I  may  as  well  furnish  you  with  a  letter  of 
introduction." 

"There,"  said  the  sailor,  producing  a  writing-case 
from  his  chest,  "  arc  your  writing- tools.  -Mean  time, 
since  bulk  has  been  broken,  I  will  nail  down  the 
hatches,  and  make  sure  of  the  cargo." 

While  Mordaunt,  accordingly,  was  engaged  in 
writing  to  Magnus  Troil  o  let jer,  setting  forth  Ine  cir- 
cumstances in  which  Gaptnin  Cleveland  had  been 
thrown  upon  their  coast,  the  Captain,  having  first 
selected  and  laid  aside  sonic  wearing  apparel  and  ne- 
cessanes  enough  to  fill  a  knapsack,  took  in  hand 
hammer  and  nails,  employed  himself  in  securing  the 
lid  of  his  sea-chest,  bv  fastening  it  down  in  a  work- 
manlike manner,  ana  then  added  the  corroborating 
security  of  a  cord,  twisted  and  knotted  with  nautical 
dexterity.  "I  leave  tliis.  in  your  charge,"  he  said. 
"  all  except  this,"  showing  the  bag  of  gold,  "  and 
these,"  pointing  to  a  cutlass  and  pistols,  "which  may 
prevent  all  furllier  risk  of  my  parting  componv  with 
aiY  Portagues." 

You  will  find  no  occasion  for  weapons  m  this 
country,  Captain  Cleavelond."  replied  Mordaunt ;  '  a 
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'chfld  might  travel  with  a  parse  of  gold  from  Sum- 
burgh-liead  to  the  Scaw  of,  Unst,  and  no  eoul  would 
injure  him." 

"  An'f  that*8  pretty  boldly  said,  young  gentleman, 
considering  what  is  going  on  without  doors  at  this 
moment." 

"O,"  replied  Mordaunt,  a  little  confused,  "what 
tomes  on  land  with  the  tide,  they  reckon  their  lawful 
rropcrtv.  One  would  think  they  had  smdied  under 
Sir  Artnegal,  whoypronounces— 

'  For  «(tual  richt  in  equal  ihing*  doth  itand, 


AncLwIiftt  the  miftity  sea  hath  once  p 

And  pluck'd  quire  from  all  poMWMon'  hand*. 

Or  elw  by  wrocka  that  wretchoe  twra  diatrMt'd, 
He  may  dispoite,  by  liu  raaiatleic  mif  ht, 

Ac  tUinca  at  luidom  IcA,  to  whum  he  Hit*  ** 

"  I  shall  think  the  better  of  plavs  and  ballads  as 
long  as  I  live,  for  these  very  words,"  sakl  Captain 
Cleveland ;  "  and  yet  I  have  loved  them  well  enouffh 
m  my  day.  But  this  is  good  doctrine,  and  more  men 
than  one  may  trim  their  satis  to  such  a  breeze.  What 
the  sea  sends  is  ours,  that's  sure  enough.  However, 
in  case  that  your  good  folks  shoold  thmk  the  land  as 
well  as  the  sea  mnv  present  them  with  waiffs  and 
strays,  I  will  make  oold  to  take  my  cutlass  and  pis- 
tols.—Will  you  cause  my  chest  to  be  secured  in,  your 
own  house  till  you  hear  from  me,  and  use  your  m  flu- 
en  ce  to  procure  me  a  gnide  to  show  me  the  way,  and 
to  carry  my  kit?" 

**  Will  yuu  go  by  sea  or  land  V  saM  II|ordauni  in 


"^'Sv 


By  sea  !"  exclaimed  Cleveland.  "What— in  one 
of  these  cockleshells,  and  a  cracked  cockleshell,  to 
boot  7  No,  no— land,  land,  unless  I  knew  my  crew, 
my  vessel,  and  my  voyage." 

They  parted  accordingly,  Captain  Cleveland  being 
supplied  with  a  guide  to  conduct  him  to  Burgh-Wes- 
tra,  and  his  chest  being  carefully  removed  to  the  man- 
sion-house at  JarlshoL 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Tlili  n  a  frvtle  trader,  and  a  prudent. 

Hc'f  no  AuUjIycua.  to  blear  ydur  eye, 

With  nuJ|M  ofworldlf  jrauds  and  fuim 

But  Mflrann  aU  hif  fliti»ring  nwrchandiie 

With  wiiolMoinB  doctrine*,  saited  to  IIm  uae, 

Aa  meii  sauce  fooae  with  Mce  and  roaemary.— OM  Plap, 

On  the  subsequent  morning,  Mordatrnt,  in  snswer 
to  his  father's  inquiries,  began  to  giVe  him  some  ac- 
count of  the  shipwrecked  mariner,  whom  he  had  ree- 
aied  from  the  waves.  But  he  had  not  proceeded  far 
in  recapitulating  the  particulars  which  Cleveland  had 
communicated,  when  Mr.  Merfoun's  looks  became 
disturbed— he  arose  hastily,  and,  after  pacing  twice 
or  thrice  across  the  room,  he  retired  iiito  the  inner 
chamber,  to  which  heiusually  confined  himself,  while 
under  the  influence  of  his  mental  malady.  In  the 
evening  he  re-appeared,  without  any  traces  of  his  dis- 
order ;  but  it  may  be  easily  supposed  that  his  son 
avoided  recurring  to  the  subject  which  had  afiected 
him. 

Mordaimt  Mertoun  was  thus  left  without  assist- 
ijnce,  to  form  at  his  leisure  his  own  opinion  respect- 
ing the  new  acquaintance  which  the  sea  had  sent 
him }  and,  upon  the  whole,  he  was  himself  surprised 
to  find  the  result  less  favourable  to  the  stranger  than 
he  could  well  account  for.  There  seemed  to  Mor- 
daimt to  be  a  sort  of  repelling  influence  about  the 
man.  True,  he  was  a  handsome  man,  of  a  frank  and 
prepossessing  manner,  but  there  WTts  an  assumption 
.  of  superionty  about  him,  which  Mortlaunt  did  not 
quite  so  much  like.  Although  he  was  so  keen  a 
5portsnian  a?  to  bn  delighted  with  his  acquisition  of 
tne  Spanish-barrelled  gun,  and  accordingly  mounted 
and  dismounted  it  with  great  interest,  paying  the  ut- 
most attention  to  the  most  minute  parts  about  the 
lock  and  ornaments,  yet  he  was,  upon  the  whole, 
mclined  to  hive  some  scruples  about  the  mode  in 
which  he  had  acquired  it. 

**  I  should  not  nave  accepted  it,,"  he  thought ;  "  per- 
haps Captain  Cleveland  might  give  it  me  as  a  sort  of 
payment  for  the  trifling  service  I  did  him ;  and  yet 
U  would  have  been  churlish  to  refuse  it  in  the  way  it 


^M  oArtd.    I  wiih  he  h«d  bolfad  nofe  like  a  man 
whom  one  would  have  chosen  to  be  obliged  to." 

But  a  aooeessftil  day's  shoocios  raconciied  htm  to 
his  gun,  and  he  became  assured,  tike  most  yoiiaff 
aportsmen  in  similar  ciroumstancea,  thai  all  other 
pieces  were  but  pop-guns  in  compaiiaon.  Bui  tfaei^ 
to  be  doomed  to  shoot  golla  and  seals,  when  thsra 
were  Frenchmen  and  Spaniards  to  become  at— when 
there  were  ships  to  be  boarded,  and  ateersni^n  ta  be 
marked  of^  seemed  but  a  dull  and  contemptible  des- 
tiny. His  father  had  mentioDed  his  leaving  tiiast 
iaianda,  and  no  other  mode  of  occupation  occnncd  te 
his  inexperience,  save  that  of  the  sea,  with  which  he 
had  been  conversant  from  hie  infancy.  His  ambi- 
tion had  formerly  aimed  no  higher  than  at  shanag 
the  fatigues  and  dangers  of  a  Greenland  fishing  expe- 


{iition ;  for  it  was  in  that  scene  that  the  Zeti 
aid  most  of  their  perilous  adventaiea.  But  war  i  _. 
a^in  raging,  the  history  of  Sir  Franda  Drake,  Ca^ 
tain  Moigan,  and  other  bold  adventureia,  an  accoaat 
of  whose  exploits  he  had  vurchaaed  from  Biyes 
Snailsfoot,  had  made  much  impresak>n  on  his  miwi 
and  the  oner  of  Captain  Cleaveland  to  take  him  as 
sea,  frequomly  recurred  to  him,  although  the  pleasus 
of  such  a  project  was  somewhat  damped  by  a  dodrt, 
whether,  m  the  long  mo,  he  should  not  And  many  ob- 
jections to  his  proposed  commander*  Thus  much  be 
already  aaw,  that  he  was  opinioqative,  and  migbi 
probably  prove  arbitrary )  and  that,  since  eveBnii 
kindness  was  mingled  with  an  assumption  of  euperi- 
ority,  hisiDCcasionaTdispleasare  might  contain  a  gieal 
deal  more  of  that  disagreeable  ingredient  fhan  coaU 
be  palatable  to  those  who  sailed  under  him.  And  jf\ 
after  counting  all  risks,  could  his  father's  conaeot  he 
obtained,  with  what  pleasure,  he  thought,  «t>aid  be 
embark  in  quest  of  new  scenes  and  stranee  advea- 
luies,  in  which  he  proposed  to  himself  to  acoieve  sach 
deeds  as  should  be  the  theme  of  many  a  tale  ta  the 
lovely  sisters  of  Burgh- Westra— tales  at  w^iich  MiaBa 
should  weep,  and  Bmnda  should  smile,  and  both 
should  marvel !  And  this  was  to  be  the  reward  of 
his  labours  and  his  dangers :  fur  the  hearth  of  ICa^ 
nus  Troil  had  a  magnetic  influence  over  hia  thongfci^ 
and  however  they  might  traverse  amid  hk  dajrw 
dr^am^  it  was  the  point  where  they  finally  settled. 

There  were  times  when  Mordaunt  thought  of  men- 
tioning to  his  father  the  conversation  he  had  hM 
with  Captain  Cleveland,  and  the  seaman's  propoasl 
to  him ;  but  the  very  short  and  generel  account  which 
he  had  given  of  that  person's  history,  upon  themem- 
ing  eAer  his  deparmre  from  the  hamlet,  had  produced 
a  sinister  effect  on  Mr.  Mcrtoun's  mind,  and  diaeon- 
raged  him  from  speaking  farther  on  any  subject  con 
nected  with  it.    1 1  would  be  time  enouf^,  he  thoaghl, 
to  mention  Captain  Cleveland's  proposaL  whenniB 
consort  should  arrive,  and  when  he  should  repeat  Us 
ofler  in  a  more  formal  manner  {  and^hese  he  sap^ 
posed  events  likely  very  soon  to  happeiu 

But  days  grew  to  weeks,  and  weeas  were  numbered' 
into  months,  and  he  heard  nothing  from  Cleveland;! 
and  only  learned  by  an  occasional  visit  from  I^aa 
Snailsfoot,  that  the  Captain  was  residing?  at  BurgM 
Westra,  as  one  of  the  family.  Mordaunt  was  sonaeiJ 
what  surprised  at  this,  althoogh  the  unlimited  ho^M 
tahty  of  the  islands^  whkh  Magnutf  Troil,  both  froat 
fortune  and  disposition,  carried  to  the  utmoet  exienfL 
made  it  almost  a  matter  <tf  course  that  he  shoufl 
remain  in  the  family  until  he  disposed  df  hinaajl 
otherwise.  Still  it  aeemed  strange  he  had  not  eom 
to  some  of  the  northern  islands  to  inquire  after  ^ 
consort ;  or  that  ho  did  not  rather  chooee  to  ma. 
Lerwick  his  residence,  where  fishing  vessels  oHu 
brought  news  from  the  coasts  and  ports  of  Scotia 
and  Holland.  Again,  why  dkl  he  not  send  for 
chest  he  had  deposited  at  Jarishof  ?  and  still  fartL^ 
Mordaunt  thoucwt  it  would  have  been  but  polita  j 
the  stranger  had  sent  him  some  sort  of  messs.se 
token  of  remembrance. 

These  subjects  of  reflection  were  connected  wi^ 
another  still  more  unpleasant,  and  more  difficult 
account  for.  Until  the  arrival  of  this  person,  scmi\ 
a  week  had  passed  without  bringing  him  some  kii 
greeting,  or  token  of  recollection,  from  Burgh- We 
tra;  and  pretences  were  scarce  ever  wanting 
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muntBining  a  constant  intercoui^e.  Minna  wanted 
the  words  of  a  Xors^  ballad  ;  or  desired  to  have,  for 
herTarious  collectionsi,  feathers,  or  eg^s.  or  shells^  or 
flpecimens  of  the  rarer  sea- weeds :  or  Brenda  sent  a 
nklleto  be  resolved,  or  a  song  to  be  learned;  or  the 
Iwoest  old  Cdallert— in  a  rude  manuscript,  which 
mi«ht  have  passed  fjr  an  ancient  Runic  inscription, 
-^Klt  his  hearty  greetini^s  to  his  good  young  friend, 
inib  a  present  of  something  to  make  good  cheer,  and 
111  araest  request  be  would  come  to  Burgh-Westra 
IS  Kwn,  and  stay  there  as  long,  as  possible.  These 
bodly  tokens  of  remembrance  were  often  sent  by 
fecial  message;  besides  which,  thers  was  never  a 
pftssenger  or  a  traveller,  who  crossed  from  the  one 
BiasH>a  to  the  other,  who  did  not  bring  to  Mordaunt 
9on«  friendly  greeting  from  the  Udaller  and  his 
ianiily.  Of  late,  this  intercourse  had  become  more 
ind  more  infrecjuent ;  and  no  mcssengct  from  Burgh- 
Wef  tra  had  visited  Jarlshof  for  several  weeks.  Mor- 
daact  both  observed  and  felt  this  alteration,  and  it 
dwelt  on  his  mind,  while  he  quesuoned  Bryce  as 
doidy  as  pride  and  prudence  would  perfnit,  to  as- 
eertaio,  if  possible,  the  cause  of  the  change.  Yet  he 
endeaTOOTcd  to  assume  an  indiiferent  mr  while  he 
asked  the  jagger  whether  there  were  no  news  ui  the 
country. 

"Great  ncwi^"  the  jagger  replied;  "and  ar  gay 
mony  of  them.  That  crackbrained  carle,  the  new 
factor,  is  fix-making  a  change  in  the  hUmars  and  the 
ll^pundii*  and  oar  worthy  Powd,  Magnus  Troil, 
I,  diat,  sooner  than  change  them  for  the 
ht  else,  he'll  fling  Factor  ITellowley 


li  that  all  T*  said  Mordaunt,  very  kittle  inte- 


*iil?  and  eneogh,  I  think,"  replied  the  pedlar. 
flovBTe  folks  to  buy  and  sell,  if  the  weights  are 
dawBd  on  them  T* 

"Ve^  true,"  replied  Mordaunt;  "but  have  you 
oetrdoi  no  strange  vessels  on  the  coast  T 

**Six  Dutch  doggers  off  Brassa :  and,  as  I  hear,  a 
b^-^uaner^  galliot  thing,  with  a  gaif  mainsail, 
Iffeg  in  Scalloway  Bay.  She  will  be  from  Norway.'* 
***©  tkapa  of  war.  or  sloops'?" 
"None.**  replied  the  pedlar,  "  since  the  Kite  Tender 
mA  with  the  impress  men.  If  it  was  His  will,  and 
3«  men' were  out  of  her,  I  wish  the  deep  sea  had 
her* 

"Were  there  no  news  at  Burgh-Westra  7— Were  the 
fcailyaUwell?" 

''A  weel,  and  weel  to  do--out- taken,  it  may  be, 
Bmethinff  ower  muckle  daffing  and  laughing— 
Bodng  ilk  night,  they  say,  wi'  the  stranger  captain 
TO^  uving  there— him  that  was  ashore  on  Sum- 
nrgh-head  the  tother  day,— less  daffing  served  him 
then." 

"Daffing!  dancing  even*  night!"  said  Mordaurrt, 
aw  particularly  well  satisfied--"  Whom  does  Cap- 
tarn  Cleveland  dance  with  7" 

"Ony  body  he  likes,  I  fancy,"  said  the  jagger  j  *'  at 
giy  rate,  he  ears  a'  body  yonder  dance  after  his  fiddle. 
Bat  I  ken  little  about  it,  for  1  am  no  free  in  conscience 
to  k>ok  nppn  thae  flinging  fancies.  Folk  should 
■ind  that  ufe  is  made  but  of  rotten  yam." 

*1  fancy  that  it  is  to  keep  them  in  mind  of  that 
^mlesome  thith.  that  yon  deal  in  such  tender  wares, 
nyoe,"  repGed  Mordaunt,  dissatisfied  as  well  with 
we  tenor  of  the  reply,  as  with  the  affected  scruples  of 
ne  lespofD^nt. 

;  **  That's  as  muckle  as  to  say,  that  I  suld  hae  minded 

j|Nwa«  a  flinger  and  a  fiddler yoursell,  Maister Mor- 

tall;  but  I  am  an  auid  man,  and  maun  unburden 

•r  conscience.    But  ye  will  be  for  the  dance,  I  sail 

|*iattr.  that's  to  be  at  Burgh-Westra,  on  John's 

gra,  iS^aunt  John's,  as  the  blinded  creatures  ca* 

go  and  nae  doubt  ye  will  be  for  some  warldly 

ajWF—hose,  waistcoats,  or  sic  like  7    I  hae  pieces 

gg  Flanders"— With  that  he  placed  his  moveable 

^febonseon  the  table,  and  began  to  unlock  it. 

^gance!"  repeated  Mordaunt— "  Dance  on  St. 

^  grs  Even  7— Were  you  desired  to  bid  me  to  it, 

'^— bat  ye  ken  weel  eneugh  ye  wad  be  welcome, 
^^'^|^i>nt>  of  If  omeffian  origin,  atill  uaed  ia  Zittaod. 


bidden  or  no*  bidden.    This  captain— ho^  ca*  ye  hun 
—is  to  be  skudler,  as  they  ca't— the  first  of  the  gang, 
like." 

,  "The  devil  take  him!"  said  Mordaunt,  in  impa- 
tient surprise. 

**A*  in  glide  tiirte,"  replied  the  jagger;  "hurry  no 
man's  cattle— the  devil  will  hae  his  due,  I  warrant  ye, 
or  it  winna  be  for  lack  of  seeking.  But  it's  true  I  m 
telling  you,  for  a'  /e  stare  like  a  wild-cat;  aqd  this 
same  captain,— I  watna  his  name,— bought  aneof  the 
very  waistcoats  that  I  am  ganging  to  snow  ye— pur- 
ple, wi'  a  gowd  binding,  and  bonnily  broidered ;  and 
I  have  a  piece  for  you,  the  neighbour  of  it,  wi'  a  green 
grund  3  and  if  ye  mean  to  streek  yoursell  up  beside 
nim,  ye  maun  e'en  buy  it,  for  it's  gowd  that  glance« 
in  the  lasses*  een  now-a-days.  See— look  lill't,"  h« 
added,  displaying  the  pattern  in  various  points  ol 
view ;  "look  till  U  through  the  light,  and  till  the  light 
through  it—wV  the  grain,  and  against  the  grain— it 
shows  ony  gate— cam  frae  Antwerp  a'  the  gate— four 
dollars  is  the  price ;  and  yOn  captain  was  sae  weol 

E leased  that  he  flang  down  a  twenty  shilling  Jaco- 
us,  and  bade  me  keep  the  change  and  be  d— d  !— 
poor  silly  profane  creature,  I  pity  him." 

Without  inquiring  whether  the  pedlar  bestowed  Ma 
compassion  on  the  worldly  imprudence  or  the  reli- 
gious deficiencies  of  Captain  Cleveland,  Mordaunt 
turned  fW>m  him,  folded  bis  arms,  and  paced  the 
apartment,  muttering  to  himself,  "Not  asked— A 
stranger  to  be  king  of  the  feast !"— Words  which  he 
repeated  so  earnestly,  that  Bryce  caught  a  part  of  thdr 
import 

'^  As  for  asking,  »I  am  almaist  bauld  to  say,  that  ye 
will  be  asked,  Maister  Mordaunt" 

"Did  they  mention  my  name,  then 7"  said  Mor- 
daunt 

"  I  canaa  preceeaely  say  that,"  said  Bryce  Snails 
foot  J— ""but  ye  needna  turn  away  your  head  sae  sour- 
ly, hke  a  sealgh  when  he  leaves  the  shore ;  for,  do 
you  see.  I  heard  distinctlv  that  a'  the  revellers  about 
are  to  be  th6re;  and  is  t  to  be  thought  they  would 
leave  out  you.  an  auld  kend  freend,  and  the  lig^htest 
foot  at  sic  frolics  (Heaven  send  you  a  better  praise  in 
his  ain  glide  lime !}  that  ever  flang  at  a  fiddle-squeak, 
between  this  and  t7n8t7  Sae  I  consider  ye  altogether 
the  same  as  invited— and  ye  had  best  provide  yourself 
wi'  a  waistcoat,  for  brave  and  brisk  will  every  man  be 
that's  there— the  Lord  pity  them !" 

He  thus  continued  to  follow  with  his  green  glazen 
eyes  the  motions  of  young  Mordaunt  Mertoun,  who 
was  pacing  the  room  in  a  very  pensive  manner, 
which  the  jagger  probably  misinterpreted,  as  hi 
thought,  like  Claudio,  that  if  a  man  is  sad.  it  must 
needs  be  because  he  lacks  money.  Bryoe,  therefore,, 
after  another  pause,  thus  accost^  him.  "  Ye  needna 
be  sad  about  the  matter,  Maisler  Mordaunt;  for 
although  I  got  the  jusl  price  of  the  article  from  the 
captnin-man,  yet  I  maun  deal  frecndly  wi'  you,  as  a 
kend  freend  and  customer,  and  bring  the  price,  as 
they  say,  within  your  purse-mouth— or  it's  the  same 
to  me  to  let  it  lie  ower  till  Martinmas,  or  e'en  to 
Candlemas.,  I  am  decent  in  the  warld,  Maister  Mor- 
daunt—forbid  that  I  should  hurry  ony  body,  far  mair ' 
a  freend  that  has  paid  me  nller  afore  now.  Or  I  wad. 
be  content  to  swap  the  garment  for  the  value  in 
feathers  or  sea-otiers'  skms,  or  ony  other  kind  of  pel- 
trie— nane  kena  better  than  yoiu-sell  how  to  come  by 
sic  ware— and  I  am  sure  I  hae  furnished  you  wi'tha 
primest  o'  powder.  I  dinna  ken  if  I  tell'd  ye  it  was 
out  o'  the  kifit  of  Captain  Plunket,  that  perished  on 
the  Scaw  of  Unst,  wi'  the  armed  brig  Mary,  sax 
years  syne.  He  was  a  prime  fowler  himself,  and  luck 
It  was  that  the  kist  came  ashore  dry.  I  sell  that  to 
nane  but  gude  marksmen.  And  so.  I  was  saying,  if 
ye  had  ony  wares  ye  liked  to  coup*  for  the  waistcoat^ 
I  wad  be  ready  to  trock  wi'  you,  for  assuredly  ye  wiu 
be  wanted  at  Burgh-Westra,  on  Saint  John's  Kven  t 
and  yc  wadna  like  to  look  waur  than  the  Captain- 
that  wadna  be  setting." 

"  I  will  be  there  at  least,  whether  wanted  or  not,'* 

said  Mordaunt,  stopping  short   m   his  walk,  and. 

taking  the  waistcoat-piece  hastily  out  of  the  pedlar^t 

hai.d ;  "and,  as  you  say,  will  not  disgrace  them  " 

*Bartor. 
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**irnud  a  care— baud  a  cnrc,  MaisteivMordaunl." 
cxcluimeil  the  uedlnr ;  ye  handle  it  as  it  were  a  bale 
of  co:\rso  wadnieal— ye'll  fray't  to  biis— ve .  ini;;jht 
wcel  say  my  ware  U  tender— and  ye'll  mind  ihe  pnce 
U  fourtliillarrt— Sail  I  put  ye  in  my  book  for  it?" 

*'Ko,"  said  Mordaunt,  hastijy;  and,  taking  out 
his  purse,  he  flung  down  the  money. 

"Gnite  to  you  to  wear  the  garment,"  said  the  joy- 
ous pealar,  "and  tome  to  guide  the  siller;  and  protect 
us  from  earthly  vanities,  and  earthly  covetousness ; 
and  send* you  the  white  linen  raiment,  ^'hilk  ia  mair 
to  be  desired  than  the  muslins,  and  cambrics,  and 
lawns,  and  silks  of  this  world;  and  send  me  xh& 
talents  which  avail  more  than  much  fine  Spanisn 

Sold,  or  Dutch  dollars  eithei^and— but  God  guide 
ie  caHqnt,  what  for  is  he  wrapping  the  silk  up  that 
gate.  liKc  a  wisp  of  hay?"        .       ,      .        , 

At  this  moment,  old  Swertha  the  housekeeper 
•  entered,  to  whom,  as  if  eager  to  get  rid  of  the  subject 
Mordaunt  threw  his  purcliase,  with  something  like 
careless  disdain;  ana,  telling  her  to  put  it  aside, 
snatched  his  gun  which  stood  m  the  corner,  threw  his 
shooting  accoutrements  about  him,  and,  without 
noticing  Bryce^s  attempt  to  enter  into  conversation 
upon  the  "braw  seal-skin,  as  saft  as  doe-leather," 
which  made  the  sling  and  cover  of  his  fowlingpiece, 
he  left  the  apartment  abruptly. 

The  jagger,  with  those  green,  gogglmg,  and  gain- 
dcscrj-ing  kind  of  optics,  which  we  have  already  de- 
scribed, continued  gazing  for  an  instant  after  the  cus- 
tomer, who  treated  nis  wares  with  such  irreverence. 

Swertha  alsd  looked  after  him  with  some  surprise. 
'•  The  callant's  in  a  creel,"  quoth  she. 

*'In  a  creel!"  echoed  the  pedlaf;  "he  will  be  as 
wowf  as  ever  his  father  was.  To  guide  in  that  gate 
a  bargain  that  cost  him  four  dollars !— very,  very 
Fifish,  as  the  cast-country  fisher-folk  say." 

**Four  dollars  for  that  green  rag!"  said  Swertha, 

catching  at  the  words  which  the  jagger  had  unwarily 

Vsuflered  to  tscape— "  that  was  a  bargain  indeed!    I 

wonder  whether  he  is  the  greater  rule,  or  you  the 

mair  rogue,  Bryce  Snailsfoot. '  ,  ,,      „ 

"I  didna  say  it  cost  him  preceesely  four  dollars," 
said  Snailsfoot;  "but  if  it  had,  the  lad's  sillcrls  his 
ain,  I  hope :  and  fa»  is  auld  eneugh  to  make  his  ain 
bargains,  mair  by  token  the  gudcs  are  weel  worth 
the  money,  and  mair."  ,  „     ».,     .„ 

"  Mair  by  token,"  said  Swertha,  coolly,  "I  will  see 
what  his  father  thmks  about  it"  

**  Ye'll  no  be  sac  ill-natured,  Mrs.  Swertha  "  said 
the  jagger;  "that  will  be  but  cauld  thanks  for  the 
bonny  owerlay  that  I  hae  brought  you  a'  the  way 

"And  a  bonny  price  ye'll  be  setting  on't,"  said 
Swertha ;  "  for  that's  the  gate  your  good  deeds  end." 

"  Ye  sail  hae  the  fixing  of  the  price  yoursell ;  or  it 
may  {ie  ower  till  ye're  bu\nng  something  for  the 
liouse,  or  for  j'our  master,  and  it  can  make  a'  ae 
count." 

"  Troth,  and  that's  true,  Brj-ce  Snailsfoot,  I  am 
thinking  we'll  want  some  napcry  sune— for  it's  no  to 
be  thought  we  can  spin,  and  the  like,  as  if  there  was 
a  mistress  in  the  house;  and  sae  we  make  nane  at 
hame." 

"And  that's  what  1  ca'  walking  by  the  word,"  said 
ihe  jagger.  "*Go  unto  those  that  buy  and  sell;' 
there's  muck le  profit  in  that  text." 

"  There  is  a  pleasure  in  dealing  wi*  a  discreet  man, 
that  can  make  profit  of  any  thing,"  said  Swertha ; 
"  and  now  that  1  take  another  look  at  that  daft  cal- 
lant's w^aifitcoat  piece,  I  think  it  wNioncstly  worth 
I'our  dollars." 


CHAPTER  X 

I  tattTe  ptMweflMd  the  refuution  of  the  WMth«r  and  the  dii- 
.Jbution  of  iho  Sooions.  The  ran  hu  listened  to  my  dicUitcii, 
and  pBMcd  from  tropic  to  tropic  by  my  direrlion  ;  the  cloud*. 


Rakssuu. 


Ant  sudden  cause  for  anxious  and  mortifying  re- 
flection, which,  in  advanced  age,  occasions  sullen  and 
liensive  inactivity,  stimulates  youth  to  eager  and 
active  exertion;  as  if  like  the  hurt  deer,  tliey  en- 


deavoured to  drown  the  pain  of  the  shaft  by  the  rajiw 
dity  of  motion.  When  Mordaunt  caught  up  his  am, 
and  rushed  out  of  the  house  of  Jarlshof,  he  walkia  oo 
with  great  activity  ove^waste  and  wild,  withoabany 
determined  purpose,  except  that  of  escapme.  if  pot* 
sible,  from  the  smart  of  his  own  irritation.  His  pride 
was  fflectually  mortified  by  »he  report  of  the  jasm 
which  coincided  exactly  with  some  doubts  ne  nig 
been  led  to  entertain,  by  the  long  an4  unkind  nleaci 
of  his  friends  at  Burgh-vVcstra. 

If  the  fortunes  of  Cssar  had  doomed  him,  ai  the 
poet  suggests,  to  have  been 

**  But  Um  bMt  wroitier  on  the  giMO," 

it  is  nevertheless  to  be  presumed,  that  a  foil  from  a 
rival,  in  that  rustic  exercise,  would  have  mortified 
him  as  much  as  a  defeat  fi-om  a  competitor,  when  he 
was  struggling  for  the  empery  of  the  world.  And 
even  so  3]ordaunt  Mcrtoun.  degraded  in  his  own  era 
from  the  height  which  he  had  occupied  aa  the  coief 
amongst  die  youth  of  the  island,  felt  vexed  and 
irritated,  aa  well  as  humbled.  The  two  beautifiil 
sisters,  also,,  whose  smiles  all  were,  so  desirous  d 
acquiring,  with  whom  he  had  lived  on  terms  of  wdi 
familiar  afiVction,  that,  with  die  same  case  and  ifr 
nocenqe,  there  was  unconsciously  mixed  a  shade  d 
deeper  though  undefined  tenderness  than  charactenai 
fraternal  love,— they  also  seemed  to  haveforgoua 
him.  He  could  not  be  ignorant,  that,  in  the  univcml 
opini#n  of  all  Dunrossness,  nay,  of  the  whole  Main- 
land, he  might  have  had  every  chance  of  being  tfai 
favoured  lover  of  either;  and  now  at  once,  and  with* 
out  any  failure  on  his  part,  he  was  become  so  little  to 
them,  that  he  had  lost  even  the  consequence  of  tt 
ordinary  acquaintance.  The  old  Udaller,  too,  wboie 
hearty  and  sincere  charactcu-  should  have  made  hia 
more  constant  in  his  friendships,  seemed  to  have  been 
as  fickle  as  his  daughters,  and  poor  Mordaunt  had  it 
onco  lost  the  smiles  of  the  fair,  and  the  favour  d  tlie 
powerful.  These  were  uncomfortable  reflection^  and 
he  doubled  his  pace,  that  he  might  ouistnp  them  if 
possible. 

Without  exactlv  reflecting  upon  the  route  wbia 
he  pursued,  Mordaunt  walked  briskly  on  througlia 
country  where  neither  hedge,  wall  nor  enclosure  ii 
any  kind,  interrupts  the  steps  of  the  wanderer,  ott 
he  reached  a  very  solitary  spot,  where,  embosoon 
among  steep  heathy  hills,  which  sunk  suddenly  d»«ii 
on  the  verge  of  the  water,  lay  one  of  those  smaU  m- 
water  lakes  which  are  common  in  the  Zetland  m 
whose  outlets  from  the  sources  of  the  small  brooU 
and  rivulets  by  which  the  country  is  watered,  and 
serve  to  drive  the  little  mills  which  manufacture  their 
grain. 

It  was  a  mild  summer  day ;  the  beams  of  the  auflj 
as  is  not  uncommon  in  Zetfand,  were  moderated  and 
shaded  by  a  silvery  haze,  which  filled  the  atmovl'^'r^ 
and  destroying  the  strong  contrast  ^  light  and  shade, 
cave  even  to  noon  the  sober  livery  of  the  evening  twi- 
light. The  Uttle  hike,  not  -three  quarters  of  9  njile  ui 
circuit,  lay  in  profound  quiet ;  its  surface  undimplcd, 
save  when  one  of  the  numerous  water-fowl,  whK» 
glided  on  its  surface,  dived  for  an  instant  under  iL 
The  depth  of  the  water  gave  the  whole  that  cenileaa 
tint  of  bluish  green,  which  occasioned  its  being  cBUed 
the  Green  Loch :  and  at  nresent,  it  formsd  so  pc^ 
a  mirror  to  the  bleak  hills  by  which  it  was  sunoundg 
and  which  lay  reflected  on  its  bosom, -that  it  wasdif' 
ticult  to  distinguish  the  water  from  the  land;. nay,  itt 
the  shadowy  uncertainty  occasioned  by  the  thin  haie, 
a  stranger  could  scarce  have  been  sensible  <lbat  a 
sheet  of  water  lay  before  him.  A  scene  of  more  com- 
plete solitude,  having  all  its  peculiarities  hcighuwed 
By  the  extreme  serenity  of  the  weather,  the  quiet  way 
composed  tone  of  the  atmosphere,  and  the  pe™j 
silence  of  the  elements,  could  hardly  be  imaj^iaed. 
The  veo'  aquatic  birds,  who  frequented  the  spot  m 
great  numbcra,  forbore  their  usual  flight  and  screema 
and  floated  In  profound  tranquillity  upon  the  suea 
water. 

Without  taking  any  determined  aim— wiibmit  uat- 
ingany  determined  puroosc— without  almost  thinking 
what  he  was  about,  Mordaunt  presented  hia  fowimx 
piece,  and  fired  across  the  lake.    The  knrc  "ww 


Chap.  X.] 


THE  FIRATB. 


ihot  dimpled  its  surface  like  a  partial  ehowerof  hail— 
tha  hilla  took  up  the  noise  of  tne  rein)rt,  and  repeated 
it  a^in,  and  again,  and  nxain,  to  fill  their  echoes : 
the  ;^ater-ro>vl  took  to  wingm  eddying  and  confused 
wheel,  answering  the  echoes  with  a  thousand  vary- 
itig  screams,  from  the  deep  note  of  the  swabie,  or 
swartback,  to  the  querulous  ciy  of  the  tirracke  and 
kiitieMke. 

Moruaunt  looked,  for  a  momeat  on  the  clamorous 
crowd  with  a  feeling  of  resentment,  which  he  felt  dis- 
posed at  ttie  moment  to  apply  to  all  nature,  and  all 
her  objects,  animate  or  inanimate,  ho werer  little  con- 
cemea  with  the  cause  of  his  iniernal  mordfication. 

**  Ay,  ay,"  he  said,  "  wheel,  dive,  scream,  and  cla- 
Hour  as  you  will,  and  all  because  yoii  have  seen  a 
itraD^e  sight,  and  heard  an  unusual  sound.  There 
is  many  a  one  like  you  in  this  round  world.  But  you, 
at  least,  shall  learn,"  he  added,  as  he  leloaded  his 
gon,  '*  tnat  Strang  sights  and  strange  sounds,  ay, 
and  strange  acquaintances  to  boot,  have  sometimes  a 
little  shade  of  danger  connected  with  them.  —But  why 
should  I  wreak  my  own  vexauon  on  these  harmless 
sea-gulls  T*  he  subjoined,  after  a  moment's  pause; 
"they  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  friends  that  have  for- 
gotten me.— I  loved  them  all  so  well,— and  to  bo  so 
soon  given  up  for  the  first  stranger  whom  chance 
threw  on  the  coast  1"  , 

As  he  stood  resting  upon  his  gun,  and  abandoning 
his  mind  to  the  course  of  these  unpleasant  reflections, 
his  medilalioiis  were  unexpectedly  interrupted  bv 
some  one  touching  his  shoulder.  He  looked  around, 
and  saw  Noma  of  the  Fitfiu-head,  wrapped  in  her 
dark  and  ample  mantle.  She  had  seen  him  from  the 
brow  of  the  hill,  and  had  descended  to  the  lake, 
ihnmgh  a  small  ravine  which  concealed  her,  until  she 
came  with  noiseless  step,  so  close  to  him  that  he 

toraed  round  at  her  touch, 

Jlordaunt  Mertoun  was  by  nature  neither  timorous 
nor  credulous,  and  a  course  of  reading  more  extensive 
i&an  usual  had,  in  some  degree,  fortified  his  mind 
against  the  attacks  of  superstition ;  but  he  would  have 
been  an  actual  prodigy,  if^  living  in  Zetland  in  the 
end  of  tlie  seventeenth  century^  he  had  possessed  the 
^iloaophy  which  did  not  exist  in  Scotland  generally, 
oncil  at  l^ist  two  generations  later.  He  doubted  m 
his  own  mind  the  extent,  nay,  the  very  existencoi  of 
Noma's  supernatural  attributes,  which  was  a  high 
flight  of  incredulity  in  the  country  where  they  were 
aniversally  received ;  but  still  his  incredulitv  wont  no 
farther  than  doubts.  She  was  unquestionably  an  ex- 
traordinary woman,  gifted  with  an  energy  above 
others,  acting  upon  motives  peculiar  to  herself,  and 
apparently  independent  of  mere  earthly  considera- 
Uons.  Impressed  with  these  ideas^  which  he  had 
imbibed  from  his  youth,  it  was  not  without  something 
like  alarm,  that  he  beheld  this  mysterious  female 
standing  on  a  sudden  so  close  beside  him,  and  look- 
ing upon  him  with  such  sad  and  severe  eyes,  as  those 
with  w4iich  the  Fatal  Virgins,  who,  according  to 
northern ,  mythology,  were  called  the  Vatkyriur,  or 
'Choosers of  the  Slain,'*  were  supposed  to  regard  the 
voung  champions  whom  they  seleoted  to  share  the 
banquet  of  Odin.       .        .      .    ,  ,     , 

It  was,  indeed,  reckoned  unlucky,  to  say  the  least, 
to  meet  with  Noma  suddenly  alone,  and  in  a  place 
remote  from  whnesses;  and  she  was  supposed,  on 
aocb  occaaioas,  to  have  been  usually  a  prophetess  of 
evfl,  as  well  as  an  omen  of  misfortune,  to  those  who 
hsd  such  a  rencontre.  There  were  few  or  none  of 
the  islanders,  however  familiarized  with  her  occa- 
Moal  ai>pearance  in  society,  that  would  not  have 
trembletllo  meet  her  on  the  solitary  banks  of  the 

"I  brng  vou  no  evil,  Mordaunt  Mertoun/'  she  said, 
reading  perhaps  something  of  this  superstitious  feeling 
ia  the  looks  of  the  young  man.  "  Evil  from  me  you 
fcver  felt,  and  never  will,'/  , 

"Nor  do  I  fear  any,"  said  Mordaunt,  exerting hira- 
a^to  throw  aside  an  apprehension  which  he  felt  to 
W  onmanly.  "  Why  should  I,  mother  7"  You  have 
keen  ever  my  friend.^' 

"  Yet,  Mordaunt,  thou  art  not  of  our  region ;  but  to 
none  of  Zf?iland  blood,  no^  not  even  to  those  who  sit 
uoand  the  hearth>slone  of  Magnus  Troil,  th«  noble 


descendants  of  the  ancient  Jaila  of  Orkney,  am  I 
more  a  well-wisher,  than  I  am  to  thee,  thou  kind  and 
brave-hearted  boy.  When  I  hung  around  thy  neck 
that  gifted  chain,  which  sll  in  our  isles  know  was  , 
wrought  by  no  earthly  artist,  but  by  the  Drows,*  in  - 
the  secret  recesses  of  their  caverns,  thou  wert  then 
but  fifteen  years  old;  yet  thy  foot  bad  been  on  the 
Maiden-skerrie  of  Northmaven,  known  before  but  to 
the  webbed  sole  of  the  swartback,  and  thy  skifT  had 
been  in  the  deepest  cavern  of  Bnnnastir,  where  the 
hacLf'Jiahi  had  Wore  slumbered  in  dark  obscurity. 
Therefore  I  gave  thee  that  noble  gift ;  and  well  thod 
k  no  west,  that  since  that  day,  every  eye  in  these  isles 
has  looked  on  thee  as  a  son.  or  as  a  brother,  endowed 
beyond  other  youths^  ana  the  favoured  of  those 
whose  hour  of  power  is  when  the  night  meets  with 
the  day." 

"^lasl  mother,"  said  Mordaunt.  **your  kind  gift 
may  have  eiven  me  favour,  but  it  has  not  been  able 
to  keep  it  for  me,  or  I  have  not  been  able  to  keep  it  v 
for  myself.— What  matters  it  7  I  shall  learn  to  set  as 
little  oy  others  as  they  do  by  me.  My  father  says 
that  I  shall  soon  leave  these  islands,  and  therefore,  * 
Mother  Noma^  I  will  return  to  you  your  fairy  gift, 
that  it  may  bring  more  lasting  luck  to  some  other 
than  it  has  done  to  me." 

"  Despise  not  the  gift  of  the  nameless  race,"  said 
Noriia,  frowning;  then  suddenly  changing  her  tone 
of  displeasure  to  that  of  mournful  solemnity,  she 
added,—"  Despise  them  not.  but,  O  Mordaunt,  court 
them  not!  Sit  down  on  that  gray  stone^thou  art 
the  son  of  my  adoption,  and  I  will  doff,  as  far  as  I 
may,  those  attributes  that  sever  me  from  the  common 
mass  of  humanity,  and  speak  with  you  as  -a  parent 
with  a  child." 

There  was  a  tremulous  tone  of  grief  which  mingled 
with  the  loftiness  of  her  language  and  carriage,  and 
was  calculated  to  excite  sympathy,  as  well  as  to  at- 
tract attention.  Mordaunt  sat  down  on  the  rock 
which  she  pointed  out,  a  fragment  which,  vrith  many 
others  that  lay  scattered  around^  had  been  torn  by 
some  winter  storm  from  the  precipice  at  the  foot  of 
which  it  lay,  upon  the  very  verge  oi  the  water.  Noma 
took  her  own  seat  on  a  stone  at  al9out  three  feet 
distance,  adjusted  her  mande  so  that  little  more  than 
her  forehead,  her  eyes,  and  a  single  lock  of  her  grav 
hair,  were  seen  from  beneath  the  shade  of  her  darK 
wadmaal  cloak,  and  then  proceeded, in  a  tone  in 
which  the  imaginary  consequenoi  and  importance  so 
often  assumed,  oy  lunacy,  seemed  to  contend  against 
the  deep  workings  of  some  extraordinary  and  deeply- 
rooted  mental  afiiictk>n. 

•*I  was  not  always,"  she  said,  "that  which  I  now 
am.  I  was  not  always  the  wise,  the  powerful,  the 
commanding,  before  whom  the  young  stand  abashed, 
and  the  old  uncover  thehr  gray  heads.  There  was 
a  time  when  my  appearance  did  not  silence  mirth, 
when  I  sympathized  with  human  passion,  «ind  had 
rny  own  share  in  human  joy  or  sorrow.  It  was  a 
time  of  helplessnees— it  was  a  time  of  folly— it  was  a 
time  of  idle, and  unfruitful  laughter— it  was  a  time  ot 
causeless  and  senseless  tears;- and  yet,  with  its  fol- 
lies, and  its  sorrows,  and  its  weaknesses,  what  would 
Noma  of  Fitful-head  give  to  be  again  the  unmarked  ^ 
and  happy  maiden  that  she  was  in  her  early  days! 
Hear  me,  Mordaunt,  and  bear  with  me ;  for  you  hear 
me  utter  complaints  which  have  never  sounded  in  moi^ 
tal  ears,  and  which  in  mortal  ears  shall  never  sound 
again.  I  will  be  what  I  ought,"  she  continued, 
starting  up  and  extending  her  lean  and  witliered  arm 

•  The  Drowa,  or  Trows,  the  loffitimato  mcreMort  of  qm) 
northern  diurgcr,  and  miDewhat  allied  to  tlie  fkiriea,  reside. 


iike  th<  in,  in  'tlte  intorior  of  fieen  tiilla  and  envema.  and  anp 
'  *  TJiey  ar 

tals.i 

uentiy  .    

Ansonf  the  comtnon  people  of  Zetland,  their  exist enpe  stiU 


most  powerOat  at  midnight 

E  well  as  in  tlie  precious  m .  _  

mortals,  but  mora  frequently  capricious  and   malevolent 


_ ^         _'liey  are  curious  artiflcers  in  iron, 

well  as  in  tlie  precious  metals,  and  are  8om(>timc8  prr»pitious 


forme  an  artirJe  of  univerMi  belief.  In  the  neiirhbourinf  isles  of 
Peroe,  they  are  collod  Poddwnukencand,  or  subtorranean  jieo- 
pie;  and  Lucas  Jacobson  Debes,  well  acquainted  with  Uie!r 
nature,  assures  us  that  they  inhabit  tliose  places  which  aro 
polluted  with  the  offVision  or  blood,  or  the  practice  of  any  ivy. 
iDg  sin.  They  have  a  ffovernroeal,  which  seeina  to  be  lao- 
narchial. 

*  The  lar^r  seal,  or  sea-calf,  which  seeks  the  most  solitarf 
recesses  for  its  abode.  See  Or.  Bduonstoms's  2Mtoad,  vol  ii^ 
P.SM. 
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•*lhc  <jiK»en  arid  protectress  of  these  wfld  and  neg- 
lected isles,— I  will  be  her  whoso  foot  the  wave  wets 
not,  save  by  her  permission }  ay,  even  though  its  rage 
be  at  its  wildest  madness— whose  robe  the  whirlwind 
respects,  when  it  rends  the  house-riggins  from  the 
roof- tree.  Bear  me  witness,  Mordaunt  Mcrtoun,— 
you  heard  my  words  at  Harfra— you  saw  the  tempest 
sink  before  them— Speak,  bear  me  witness !" 

To  have  contradicted  her  in  this  strain  of  high- 
toned  enthuBiasm,  would  ha^e  been  cruel  and  unavail- 
ing, even  had  Mordaunt  been  more  decidedly  con- 
vinced than  he  was,  that  an  insane  woman,  not  one 
of  supernatural  i>ower.  stood  before  him. 

"I  heard  vou  sing,"  he  replied,  "  and  I  saw  the  tem- 
pest abate."^ 

"  Abate  T*  exclaimed  Noma,  strikuiir  the  ground 
Impatiently  with  her  staff  of  black  oak ;  thou  speak- 
est  it  but  half— it  sunk  at  once— sunk  in  shorter  space 
than  the  child  that  is  hushed  to  silence  by  the  nurse. 
—Enough,  you  know  my  power— but  you  know  not 
—mortal  man  knows  not.  and  ne^'er  snail  know,  the 
pric^  which  I  paid  to  attain  it.  No,  Mordaunt,  never 
for  the  widest  sway  that  the  ancient  Norsemen 
boasted,  when  their  hanners  waved  victorious  from 
Bergen  to  Palestine— never,  for  all  that  the  round 
wond  contains,  do  thou  barter  thy  peace  of  mind  for 
such  greatness  as  Noma's.''  8be  resumed  her  seat 
upon  the  rock,  drew  the  mantle  over  her  face,  rested 
her  head  upon  her  hands,  and  by  the  convulsive 
i  •  motion  which  agitated  her  bosom,  appeared  to  be 
weeping  bitterly." 

"  (5ood  Noma,"  said  Mordatmt,  and  paused,  scarce 
knowing  what  to  say  that  might  console  the  unhappy 
woman— "Good  Norna,"  be  again  resumed,  "if  there 
be  aqght  in  your  mind  that  troubles  it,  were  you  not 
best  to  go  to  the  worthy  minister  at  Dunrossness? 
Men  say  you  have  not  for  many  years  been  in  a  Chris- 
tian congregation- that  cannot  be  well,  or  right. 
Y6n  are  yourself  well  known  as  a  healer  of  bodily 
disease ;  but  when  the  mind  is  sick  we  should  draw  to 
the  Physician  of  our  souls." 

Noma  hod  raised  her  person  slowly  from  the  stoop- 
ing posture  in  yrhich  she  sat ;  but  at  length  she  started 
up  on  her  feet,  threw  back  her  jnantle,  extended  her 
arm,  and  while  her  lip  foamed,  and  her  eye  sparkled, 
exclaimed  in  a  tone  resembling  a  scream,— "Me  did 
you  speak— me  did  you  bid  seek  out  a  priest !— Would 
you  kill  the  good  man  with  horror  7— Me  in  a  Chris- 
tian congregation !— Would  you  have  the  roof  to  fall 
on  the  sackless  assembly,  and  mingle  their  blood 
with  their  worship?  I— I  seek  to  the  good  Phy- 
sician!— Would  vou  hove  the  fiend  claim  his  prey 
openly  before  God  and  man?" 

The  extreme  agitation  of  the  unhappy  speaker 
naturally  led  Mordaunt  to  the  conclusion,  which  was 
generally  adopted  and  accredited  in  that  superstitious 
country  and  period.  "  Wrt>tched  woman,"  he  said, 
"  if jnd^  thou  hnst  leagued  thyself  with  the  Powers 
of  Evil,  why  should  you  not  set- k  even  yet  for  repent- 
ance ?,  But  do  as  thou  wilt,  I  cannot,  dare  not,  as  a 
Christian,  abide  longer  with  you  ;  and  take  njrain  your 
gift,"  he  said,  ofTenng  back  the  chain.  "Good  can 
never  come  of  it,  if  indeed  evil  hath  not  come  already." 

"Be  still  and  hear  me,  thou  foolish  boy,"  said  Nor- 
na,  calmly,  as  if  she  hod  been  restored  to  reason  by 
the  alarm  and  horror  which  she  perceived  in  Mor- 
daunt's  countenance;  "  hear  me,  I  say.  I  am  not  of 
those  who  have  leagued  themselves  with  the  Enemy 
of  Mankind,  or  derive  skill  or  power  from  his  ministry. 
And  although  the  unearthly  powers  were  propitiated 
by  a  sacrifice  which  human  tongue  can  never  utter, 
vel,  God  knows,  my  guilt  in  that  ofTering  was  no  more 
than  that  of  the  blind  man  who  falls  from  the  preci- 
pice %vhich  he  could  neither  see  nor.  shun.  0,  leave 
me  not — shun  me  not —in  this  hour  of  weakness! 
,  Remain  with  me  till  the  temptation  be  passed,  or  i 
will  plunge  myself  into  that  lake,  and  rid  myself  At 
once  of  my  power  and  my  wretchedness !" 

Mordaupt,  who  had  always  looked  up  to  this  sin- 
.  gnlar  woman  with  a  sort  of  affection,  occasioned  no 
doubt  by  the  early  kindness  ajid  distinction  which  she 
had  shown  to  him,  was  readily  induced  to  reassume 
his  teat,  and  listen  to  what  she  had  further  to  say,  in 
oopes  thai  she  would  gradnaily  overcome  the  violence 


of  her  a^'tatioQ.  It  was  not  long  ere  she  seemed  to 
have  gained  the  victory  her  companion  expected,  for 
she  addressed  him  in  her  usual  steady  and  authori- 
tative manner. 

It  was  not  of  myself  Mordaunt,  (hat  I  pu: 


weal  or  for  wo.  For  myself  I  .have  ceased  to  feel 
much ;  but  for  those  whom  she  loves,  Noma  of  ^ 
Fitful-head  has  still  those  feelings  which  link  her  to 
her  kind.  Mark  me.  There  Is  an  eagle,  the  noblest 
that  builds  in  these  ajry  precipices,  and  into  ibit 
eagle's  nest  there  has  crept  an  adder— wilt  thoo  lend 
thy  aid  to  crush  the  reptile,  and  to  save  the  doUi 
brood  of  the  lord  of  the  north  sky?" 

"You  must  speak  more  plainly,  Noma,"  8a!dMo^ 
daunt,  "  if  yoa  wouki  have  me  understand  or  ailiirer 
you.    I  am  no  guesser  of  riddles." 

"  In  plain  language,  then,  yoa  know  well  the  faoiif 
of  Burgh-Westra- the  lovely  daughters  of  the  gene- 
rous old  Udaller,  Magnus  Troil,— Minna  and  Brend^ 
I  mean  ?    You  know  them,  and  you  love  them  T' 

"I  have  known  tliem,  mother,''  replied  Mordana^ 
"and  I  have  loved  them— none  knows  it  better  tbm 
yourself." 

"  To  know  them  once,"  said  Noma,  emphaticaQ; 
"  is  to  knoMi;  them  always.  To  love  them  once,  iiH 
love  them  fbr  ever." 

"To  have  loved  them  once,  is  to  wish  them  wellfer 
ever."  replied  the  youth ; "  but  it  is  nothing  more.  Tb 
be  plain  with  you.  Noma,  the  family  at  Burgh- Weetn 
have  of  late  totally  neglected  me.  But  show  me  tiie 
means  of  serving  them,  I  will  convince  you  how  muck 
I  have  remembered  old  kindness,  how  little  I  leHOf 
late  coldness." 

"  It  is  well  spoken,  and  I  will  put  your  purpose  lo 
the  proof,"  replied  Noma.  "  Magnus  Troil  hat  tika 
a  serpent  into  his  bosom— his  lovely  daughtorsaiede- 
livet^  up  to  the  machinations  of  a  villain." 

"  You  niean  the  stranger,  Cleveland  ?"  said  Mor- 
daunt. 

"  The  stranger  who  so  calls  himself,"  replied  Nff- 
na— "  the  same  whom  we  found  flung  ashore,  i» « 
waste  heap  or  sea-weed,  at  the  foot  of  the  Sambaiji' 
cape.  I  felt  that  within  me^  that  would  havepronm 
me  to  let  him  lie  till  the  tide  floated  him  off,  as  it  m 
floated  Jiim  on  shore.  I  repent  me  I  gave  not  viT 
to  it."  ^ 

"But,"  said  Mordaunt,  "I  cannot  repent  that  I  m 
my  duty  as  a  Christian  man.  And  what  right  navel 
to  wish  otherwise?  If  Minna,  Brenda,  Maffnui,  IM 
the  rest,  like  that  stranger  better  than  me,  I  haw  no 
title  to  be  offended  ;  nay,  I  might  well  be  laaghHl  at 
for  bringing  myself  into  comparison."  . 

"It  is  well,  and  I  trust  they  merit  thy  unselfl* 
friendship." 

"But  I  cannot  perceive,"  said  Mordaunt,  "in  what 
you  can  propose  that  I  should  serve  them.  liiave  wit 
just  leanicd  bv  Bryce  the  jagger,  that  this  Capiaia 
Cleavelond  is  all  in  all  with  the  ladies  at  Burgh-Weatra, 
and  with  the  Udaller  himself.  I  would  like  ill  to  in- 
trude myself  where  I  am  not  welcome,  or  to  place  mf 
home-bred  merit  in  comparison  with  Captain  Cleve- 
land's. He  can  tell  them  of  battles,  when  I  can  onrt 
speak  of  birds'  nests— can  speak  of  shooting  Frencs- 
men,  when  I  can  only  tell  of  shooting  seals— be  w<a* 
gay  clothes,  and  bears  a  brave  countenance ;  I  bib 
plainly  dressed,  and  plainly  nurtured.  Such  gayWr 
lants  as  he  can  noose  the  hen rtsof  those  he  lives i«i* 
as  the  fowler  nooses  the  guillemot  'with  his  rod  ana 

»'n^"  '  «      - 

"You  do  wrong  to  yourself,"  replied  Nom^  ^"^^ 

to  yourself,  and  greater  wrong  to  Minna  and  Brenoa. 

And  trust  not  the  reports  of  Brvce— he  is  like  \M 

greedy  chaffer-whale,  that  will  change  his  course  ana 

dive  for  the  most  petty  coin  which  a  fisher  can  raei  •• 

him.    Ccrtam  it  is,  tlint  if  you  have  been  lesseDcjd  « 

the  opinion  of  Majmus  Trod,  that  sordid  fellow  nata 

had  some  share  in  it.    But  let  him  count  his  vantago- 

for  my  eye  is  upon  him."  .  , 

"And  why,  mother,"  said  Mordaunt,  "do  yoanal 

tell  to  Magnus  what  von  have  told  to  nie  r        .    . 

"  Because,"  replied  Noma,  "  they  who  wax  wWJ» 


CukP.XLl 


THE  PIRATB. 


itheii  own  ooncat  miut  be  tauitht  a  bitter  ItMon  bv 
-ipenence.  It  was  but  yestoraay  that  I  spoko  with 
Jbgnui,  and  what  was  his  repl/ 1—  Good  Noma, 
pu  grow  old.'  And  this  was  spoken  by  one  bounden 
10  ma  by  so  many  and  such  close  ties— by  tlie  de- 
Kendant  of  the  ancient  Norse  earls— this  was  from 
JUfSDus  Troii  to  me ;  and  it  was  said  in  behalf  of  one, 
whom  the  aea  flung  forth  as  wrecked  weed  1  Since  he 
dMpises"the  counsel  of  the  aged,  he  shall  be  taught 
bf  that  of  the  yoong ;  and  well  that  he  i^  not  left  to 
hs  own  I6\W.  Go,  therefore,  to  Burgh-Westra,  as 
■bbL  upon  tiie  Baptist's  festival." 

^ I  nave  had  no mvitation,"  said  Mordaunt ;  "I  am 
lot  wanted,  not  wished  for,  not  thought  of— perhaps 
Ishall  not  be  ackoowledged  if  I  go  thither;  and  yet, 
mother,  to  confess  the  truth,  thither  I  had  thought  to 

"It  was  a  good  tfaooght,  and  to  be  cheriahed," 
«j|4ied  Noma ;  "  we  seek  our  friends  when  they  are 
mk  in  health,  why  not  when  they  are  sick  in  mind, 
wai  surfeited  with  prosperity  7  Do  not  foil  to  go— it 
nay  be,  we  shall  meet  there.  Mean  while  our  roads 
fiedifoent.  Farewell,  and  speak  not  of  this  meeting." 

They  parted,  and  Mordaunt  remained  standidg  oy 
Uie  lake,  Mrith  his  eyes  fixed  on  Noma,  until  her  taU 
daik  form  became  invisible  among  the  windings  of 
the  valley  down  which  she  wandered,  and  Mordaunt 
ntiimed  to  his  father's  mansion,  determined  to  fol- 
low counsel  which  coincided  so  well  with  his  own 


CHAPTER  XL 

'    All  four  mneienC  auumta, 
Ani  lonc-daM:«Me4  luiiBa^  I'll  ch«ngi. 


Te  aha!  I  iKit  cat,  nor  drink,  nor  spe«ii,  nor  more,   ' 
TImA,  Igor,  or  walk,  ai  ye  were  wont  to  do. 
Eveajonr  marriace-twdt  iliali  knoVr  mutation  ; 
Thekrkle  aball  have  the  etock,  ihe  aroom  Uw  wall  < 
For  all  old  praetioe  wfll  I  turn  and  cnaove, 
Aad  call  It  reformatjqa— marry  win  1 1 

TiOt  festal  day  approached,  and  still  no  invitation 
inived  for  that  gueat,  without  whom,  but  a  little 
9aee  unce,  no  Heist  eould  have  been  held  in  the  isl- 
aod :  while,  on  the  other  hand,  such  reports  as  reach- 
td  tnein  on  every  side  spoke  hig[hly  of  the  favour 
vfaicb  Captain  Cleveland  enjoyed  m  the  good  graces 
of  the  old  Udaller  of  Burgh- Westra.  Swertha  and 
tbe  ILanzelman  shook  their  heads  at  these  mutations, 
and  renninded  Mordaunt,  by  many  a  half-hint  and 
knoendo,  that  he  had  incurred  this  eclipse  by  being 
so  impmdentiy  active  to  seccuv  the  safety  of  the 
stranger,  when  he  lay  at  the  mercy  of  the  njut  wave 
beneath  the  cliflsof  Sumbmgh-head.  **Il  is  best  to 
let  saut  water  take, its  feats/'  said  Swertha;  "luck 
never  came  of  croanng  it.'* 

*^In  troth,*  saki  the  Ranielmao,  "they  avs  wise 
folks  that  let  wave  and  withv  baud  their  ain— luck 
never  came  of  a  half-drownea  man,  or  a  half-hanged 
ane  either.  Who  was't  shot  WiU  Paterson  ofT  the 
NoBsl — the  Dutchman  that  he  saved  from  sinking, 
I  trow.  To  fling  a  drowning  man  a  plank  or  a  tow, 
mav  be  the  part  of  a  Christian ;  but  I  say.  keep  hands 
affhim,  il'  ye  wad  live  and  thrive  free  frae  his  danger." 
**  Ve  are  a  wise  man,  Ranzelman,  and  a  worthy," 
edieed  Sftrertha,  with  a  groan,  "and  ken  how  and 
whan  to  help  a  oeighbouf;  as  well  aa  ony  man  that 
ever  drew  a  net." 

''In  troth,  I  have  seen  length  of  days,"  answered 
the  Ranzelman.  "  and  I  have  heard  what  the  auld 
USk  sakl  to  each  other  anent  sic  matters ;  and  nae 
nan  in  Zetland  shall  go  farther  than  I  will  in  any 
Christian  service  to  a  man  on  firm  land ;  but  if  he  crv 
*Help!*  out  of  the  saut  waves,  that's  another  story." 
**  And  yet,  to  think  of  this  lad  Cleveland  standmg 
'a  oar  Maister  Mordamit's  light,"  saki  Swertha, 
*and  with  Magnus  Troil,  that  thought  him  the  flower 
4  die  inland  but  on  Whitsunday  Ust,  and  Magnus, 
Ho,  that's  both  held  (when  he's  fresh;  honest  man) 
the  wisest  and  wealthiest  of  Zetland  r 

'^Hacanna  win  by  it,"  said  the  Ranxelman,  with  a 
hok  of  the  deepest  saaacity.  "  There' s  whiles,  S  wer- 
tiia,  that  the  wisest  of  us  Cm  I  am  surel  humbly  con- 
\m aiynU  not  w  ha)  maybe  hitla  batter  than  guU^ 


and  can  no  moie  win  by  doing  deeds  of  folly  than  1 
can  step  over  Sumbuigh-heaoT  It  has  been  ray  own 
case  once  or  twice  in  my  life.  But  we  shall  see  soon 
what  ill  is  to  come  of  all  this,  lor  good  there  cannot 
come." 

And  Swertha  answered,  with  the  same  tone  of  pro- 
phetic wisdo^i,  "  Na,  na,  ande  can  never  come  on  it, 
and  that  is  ower  truly  sau?*     • 

These  doleful  predictiona,  repeated  fiom  time  tn 
time,  had  aome  efiect  upon  Mordaunt  Ho  did  not 
indeed  suppose,  that  the  charitable  action  of  idieving 
a  drowning  man  had  subjected  huvL  as  a  necessary 
and  fatal  consequence,  to  the  unpleasant  drcum- 
Btances  in  which  he  was  placed ;  yet  he  felt  as  if  a  sort 
of  spell  were  drawn  around  him,  of  which  he  neither 
understood  the  nature  nor  the  extents— that  sooia 
power,  in  short,  beyond  his  own  contnG^  was  acting 
upon  his  destmy,  and,  as  it  seemed,  with  no  friendly 
influence.  His  curiosity,  as  well  as  his  anxiety,  was 
highly  excitecL  and  he  ooniinued  determmed,  at  all 
events,  to  make  his'  a|ipearanoe  at  the  approaching 
festival^  when  he  was  impiessed  with  the  beUef  that 
somethmg  unoommon  was  necessarily  to  take  place, 
which  should  determine  his  future  views  and  pros- 
pecta  in  life. 

Aa  the  elder  Mertonn  was  at  this  time  in  his  ordi- 
nary state  of  health,, it  became  necessary  that  hisaoa 
should  intimate  to  him  his  intended  visit  to  Burgh- 
Westra.  He  did  so ;  and  his  father  desired  to  know- 
the  especial  reason  of  his  going  thither  at  this  pav> 
ticular  time. 

"It  is  a  tune  of  merry-making,"  replied  the  youth, 
"  and  all  the  country  are  assembled." 

"  ^nd  you  an  doubtless  impatient  to  add  another 
fool  to  the  number.— Go— but  beware  how  you  walk 
in  the  path  which  you  are  about  to  tread— a  fall-  trom 
the  clilfs  of  Fouls  were  not  more  fatal." 

**May  I  ask  the  reason  of  your  caution,  sir?"  re- 
plied Mordaunt,  breaking  through  the  reserve  which 
ordinarily  subsisted  betwixt  him  and  his  singular 
parent 

"  Magnus  Troil,"  sak!  the  elder  Mertoun, "  has  two 
daiightera— you  are  of  the  age  when  men  look  upon 
such  gauds  with  eyes  of  aflection,  that  they  may  after* 
wards  learn  to  curse  the  day  that  fint  opened  their 
eyes  upon  heaven !  I  bid  you  beware  of  them :  for, 
as  sure  aa  that  death  and  sin  csroe  into  the  world  by 
woman,  so  sure  are  their  soft  worda  and  softer  looks, 
the  utter  destruction  and  ruin  of  all  who  put  faith  in 
them." 

Mordaunt  had  sometimes  observed  his  father's 
marked  dislike  to  the  female  sex,  but  had  never  belbre 
heard  him  give  vent  to  it  in  terms  so  determined  and 
precise,  ile  replied,  that  the  daughtera  of  Magnus 
Troil  were  no  more  to  him  than  any  other  females  in 
the  islands  t  "  they  were  even  of  less  importance,"  he 
said,  "for  they  had  broken  off  their  friendship  with 
him,  without  assigning  any  cauae." 

"  And  yon  go  to  seek  the  renewal  of  it  T'  answered 
his  father.  ^  Silly  moth,  that  hast  once  escsped  the 
taper  without  smgeing  thjr  wings,  are  you  not  con- 
tented with  the  safe  oracurity  of  these  wilds,  but  must 
hasten  back  to  the  flame,  which  is  sure  at  length  to 
consume  ^hee?  But  why  should  I  waste  arguments 
in  deterring  thee  from  thy  inevitable  fatal— <So  where 
thy  destiny  calls  thea" 

On  the  succeeding  day,  which  was  the  eve  of  the 
great  festival,  Mordaunt  set  forth  on  his  road  to 
Burgh- Westra,  pondering  altematelv  on  the  injunc- 
tions of  Noma— on  the  ominous  words  of  his  father- 
on  the  inauspicious  auguries  of  Swertha  and  the  Ran- 
zelman of  Jarlshof— and  not  without  experiencing 
that  gloom  with  which  so  many  concurring  cireum- 
siances  of  ill  omen  combined  to  oppress  his  mind. 

"  It  bodes  me  but  a  coM  reception  at  Burgh  Wes- 
tra." said  he ;  "  but  my  stay  shall  be  the  shorter.  1 
will  but  find  out  whether  they  have  been  deceived  bv 
this  sea-faring  stranaei;  or  whether  they  have  aetec 
out  of  pure  capriee  of  temper,  and  love  of  change  of 
company.  If  the  firet  be  the  case,  I  vrill  vindicate  my 
character,  and  let  Captain  Cleveland  looktohimselfi 
—if  the  latter,  why,  then,  good-night  to  Burgh-Westra 
and  all  its  inmates."  .  ... 

As  he  mentally  meditated  this  last  aknattvei  h«t 
16» 
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and  a  return  of  ibndnesa  ibr  those  to  whom  he 
sod  he  was  bidding  fareweli  for  ever,  brought  a 
ito  hia  eye,  which  he  dashed  ofl*  hastily  and  in- 
ody,  as,  mending  hia  pace,  he  continued  on  his 

^'  1 

i  weather  being  now  serene  and  undiaturbed, 

lunt  made  hia  way  with  an  ease  that  formed  a 
ig  contrast  to  th»  difficulfiea  which  he  had  en- 
Bred  when  he  last  travelled  the  same  route;  yet 
was  a  leaa  pleasing  aubject  for  comparison, 
1  his  own  mind. 

y  breast,"  he  said  to  himaelf,  "was then  against 
ind  but  my  heart  within  was  serene  and  happy. 
Id  I  had  now  the  aame  cardesa  fieelings,  were 
0  be  bought  by  battling  with  the  aeverest  storm 
ver  blewtacroas  these  lonelv  hills !" 
h  such  thoughts,  he  arrived  about  noon  at  Har- 
le  habitation,  as  the  reader  may  remember,  of 
[{enioua  Mr.  Yellowley.  Our  traveller  had,  upon 
esent  occasion,  taken  caro  to  beqiiiteindepend- 
the  niggardly  hospitality  of  this  mansion,  which 
ow  become  infamou#  on  that  account  through 
hole  isbnd,  by  bringing  with  him,  in  his  small 
«ck^  such  provisions  as  might  have  sufficed  for 
jer  journey.  In  courtesy,  nowever,  or  rather, 
l>s,  to  get  rid  of  hia  own  disquieting^  thoughts, 
lunt  diq  not  fail  to  call  at  the  mansion,  which 
ind  in  sin^lar  commotion.  Triptolcmus  him- 
Dvested  with  a  pair  of  large  jack-boota,  went 
rinff  up  and  down  ataira,  acreaming  out  quea* 

0  his  sister  and  his  serving- woman  Tronda,  who 

1  with  shriller  and  more  ooroplieated  screeches, 
igth,  Mrs.  Baby  heraelf  made  her  appearance^ 
enarable  person  endued  with  what  was  tl)en 

a  Joseph,  an  ample  garment,  which  had  once 
green,  but  now,  b^tvrixt  atains  and  patchea,  had 
le  like  the  veaturB  of  the  patriarch  whose  name 
-e—B.  garment  of  divers  colours.  A  stoeple- 
led  hat,  the  purchase  of  some  long-past  mo- 

in  which  vanity  had  got  the  better  or  avarice, 
a  feather  which  had  stood  as  much  wind  and 
a  if  it  had  been  part  of  a  seamew's  wing,  made 
r  equipment,  save  that  in  her  hand  she  held  aaiU 
ounted  whip  of  antique  fashion. ,  This  attire,  as 
IS  an  air  of  detennined  bustle  in  the  gaii  and 
rsnce  of  Mrs.  Barbara  Yellowley,  eeemed  to  be-' 

that  she  was  prepared  to  take  a  journey,  and 

not,  aa  the  saying  goes,  who  knew  that  such 
erdeiermination.- 

!  was  the  first  that  observed  Mordaunt  on  hia 
1,  and  she  greeted  him  with  a  degree  of  mingled 
on.  "  Be  0ood  to  ua !"  the  exclaimed,  "  if  Here 
Ahe  cantvcallant  that  weara  yon  dung  about 
!ck,  and  that  snapped  up  our  spoae  os  light  aa  if 
I  been  a  sandie-lavrock  1"  The  admiration  of 
>Id  chain,  which  had  formerly  made  so  deep  an 
ssion  onher  mind,  waa  marked  in  the  first  part 

speech,  the  recollection  of  the  untimely  fate  of 
aoked  goose  was  commemorated  in  the  second 
u  "I  will  lay  the  burden  of  my  life,''  she  in- 
y  added,  "  that  he  is  ganging  our  gate." 
im  bound  for  Burgh- Westra,  Mrs.  Yellowley," 
ifordaunt.       • 

nd  blithe  will  we  be  of  your  companv,"  she  added 
a  early  day  to  eat ;  out  if  yrm  liked  a  barley 

and  a  drink  of  bland—natheless,  it  is  ill  travel- 
n  a  full  stomachy  besides  quelling  your  appetite 
e  feast  that  is  biding  you  this  day;  for  all  sort  of 
^lity  there  will  doubtless  be." 
rdaont  produced  his  own  stores,  and,  explaining 
e  did  not  love  to  be  burdensome  to  them  on  this 
d  occasion,  invited  them  to  partake  of  the  provf- 
he  had  to  of^r.  Poor  Triptolemua,  who  seldom 
lalf  so  good  a  dinner  as  his  guest's  luncheon, 
'  himself  upon  the  good  cheer,  like  Sancho  on 
urn  of  Camscho's  kettle,  and  even  the  lady  her- 
ould  not  resist  the  temptation,  though  she  gave 
o  it  with  more  moderstion,  and  with  something 

sense  of  shame.  "  She  had  let  the  fire  out,"  she 
"  for  it  wna  a  pity  wasting  fuel  in  so  cold  a  coun- 
nd  so  she  had  not  thought  of  getting  any  thing 
,  as  they  w»>re  to  set  out  so  soon ;  and  so  she 

not  but  say,  thdt  the  young  gentleman's  nackei 
r?  very  good  ^  add  besides,  she  had  some  curi- 


osity to  me  Whether  the  fblka  m  that  cotntiy  and 
their  beer  in  the  same  way  ihev  did  in  the  north  o. 
Scotland."  Under  which  combined  coDsidentioDt, 
Dame  Baby  mode  a  hearty  experiment  on  the  re* 
freshments  which  thus  unexpectedly  presented  them* 
selves. 

When  their  exteinporary  repast  was  finished,  tin 
factor  bees  me  solicitous  to  tske  the  road;  lod  dov 
Mordsunt  discovered,  that  the  alacrity  with  whidi 
he  had  been  received  by  Mistress  Baby  was  not  alto* 
gether  disinterested.  lyeither  she  nor  the  karsed 
Triptolemus  felt  much  disposed  to  comtnit  themadiei 
to  the  wilds  of  Zetland,  without  the  assistance  of  t 
guide  J  and  although  they  could  have  oommaDdd 
the  aid  of  one  of  their  own  labouring  folk&  yet  t!a 
canuous  agriculturist  observed,Hhat  it  would  be  jomdk 
at  least  one  dav's  work ;  and  his  sister  multiplied  ui 
apprehenskms  oy  echoing  back,  **  One  day's  wodil- 
ye  may  weel  say  twenty— for,  set  ane  of"^  their  npM' 
within  the  smelt  of  a  kail-pot  and  their  lugs  wtthii 
the  sound  of  a  fiddle,  and  whistle  them  back  u  ye  caf  * 

Now  the  fortunate  arrival  of  Mordaunt,  in  theiw 
nick  of  time,  not  to  mention  the  good  cheer  whiekM 
brought  with  him,  made  hhn  as  welcome  aa  anfitt 
could  possibly  be  to  a  threshold,  which,  on  all  «!• 
nary  occasiona,  abhorred  the  passage  of  a  guest  ;M 
waa  Mr.  Yellowley  altogether  insensible  of  thepta- 
.sure  he  promised  himself  in  detailing  his  pliDBtf 
impix)vemeot  to  hia  young  companion,  and  enjofM 
what  his  fattf  seldom  assigned  him— the  oompcBf « 
a  patient  and  admiring  listener. 

Aa  the  factor  and  hia  sister  were  to  prosecate  taar 
journey  on  horseback,  it  only  remauicd  to  Doail 
their  guide  and  companion ;  a  thing  easily  iceon* 

{>li8hea,  where  there  are  such  numbers  of  mf^i 
ong-backed,  short-legged  ponies,  running  wild  upon 
the  extensive  moors,  which  are  the  common  pasQiraff 
for  the  cattle  of  every  township,  where  shelllc^  ge«, 
swine,  goats,  sheep,  and  little  Zetland  cows,  in 
turned  out  promiscuously,,  and  often  in  numben 
which  can  obtain  but  precarious  subsistence  from  ttt 
niggard  vegetation.  There  is  indeed,  a  right  of  loo- 
vidual  property  in  all  these  animals,  which  arebnM* 
ed  or  tatooed  oy  each  bwner  with  his  own  feam 
mark ;  but  when  any  passenger  has  o^caaBMi  w 
for  a  pony,  he  never  scruples  to  lay  hold  of  fte  m 
which  hi  can  catch,  puta  on  a  Halter,  and,jwi| 
rode  him  as  far  as  he  finds  convenient,  turns  the sni*^ 
mal  loose  to  find  bis  way  back  again  as  heheil^ 
—a  matter  in  which  the  ponies  are  sufTicienllyeag^ 
cious.  ! 

Although  this  general  exercise  of  properly  wasoii 
of  the  enormities  which  in  due  time  the  factor  intend* 
to  abolish,  yet,  like  a  wise  man,  be  scrupled  noij 
the  mean  time,  to  avail  himself  of  so  general  a  prttf 
tice,  which,  he  condescended  to  allow,  was  I»TUg 
larly  convenient  for^hose  who  (aa  chanced  to  bera 
own  present  case)  had  no  ponies  of  their  ewnj 
which  then*  neighbours  could  ret  alia ta  Three  an 
ties,  therefore,  were  procured  from  the  hill— liwle  anal 
ged  animals,  more  resembling  wild  bears  than  tm 
thing  of  the  horse  tribe,  yet  possessed  of  no  an« 
degree  of  strength  and  sinrit,  and  able  to  endure  f 
much  fatigue  and  indifferent  usago  aa  any  creamresi 
the worid.  ..  j  ^ 

Two  of  these  horses  were  already  provided  an 
fully  accoutred  for  the  journey.  One  of  them,  W 
tined  to  bear  the  fair  person  of  Mrs.  Baby,  was  dw 
rated  with  a  huge  skle-saddle  of  venerable  antwg] 
—^  mass,  as  it  were,  of  cushion  and  padding,  M 
which  depended,  on  all  sides,  a  housing  of  anew 
tapestry,  which,  having  been  oriiginally mtendedl 
a  horse  of  ordinary,  aize,  oovered^op  the  diniinaflj 
palfrey  ever  which  it  was  spread;  from  the  ears  toB 
tail  and  from  the  shoulder  to  the  fetbck,  Uav* 
nothing  visible  but  its  head,  which  looked  ^>^J^ 
from  these  enfoldmenta,  like  the  heraldic  ni)resen 
tion  of  a  lion  loqking  out  of  a  bush.  Mordaont  m 
lantly  liiled  up  the  fair  Mistress  Yellowley,  and  at  1 
expense  of  very  alight  exertion,  placed  her  upon  fl 
summit  of  her  mountainous  saddle.  It  is  probaM 
that,  on  feeling  herself  thus  aquired  and  attend 
upon,  and  experiencing  the  long  unwonted  conKWj 
neat  that  she  waa  attired  in  htf  bsat  anay,  soi 
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tooghtB  dawned  upon  Mistress  Baby's.mind)  which 
ibe^red  for  sn  instant,  those  habitual  ideas  abuut 
InA,  that  formed  the  daily  and  all-engrossing  occu- 
tioD  of  her  soul.  She  glanced  her  eye  upon  her 
led  Joseph,  and  on  the  long  housings  of  her  saddle, 
^  she  ob.%rved,  with  a  smile,  to  Afordaunt,  that 
travelling  was  a  pleasant  thing  in  fine  weather  and 
^eeable  company,  iC  she  added,  glancing  a  look 
II  place  where  the  embroidery  was  somewhat  frayed 
'  taitured,  '*it  was  not  sae  wasteful  to  ane's  horse- 
ilure." 

[eafl  while,  her  brother  stepped  stoutly  to  his 
-d;  and  as  be  chose,  notwithstanding  the  serenity 
the  weather,  to,  throw  a  long  red  cloak  over  his 
garments,  jiis  pony  was  even  more  completely 
iped  in  drailery  than  that  of  bis  sister.  It  hap- 
,  noreoyer,  to  be  an  animal  of  a  high  and  con- 
.  ious  spirit,  booncing  and  curvetting  occasion- 
under  the  weight  of  Triptolemua,  with  a  vivacity 
irh,  notwithstanding  his  Yorkshire  descent,  rather 
Dgcd  him  in  the  saddle ;  gambols  which,  as  the 
7  itself  was  not  visible,  except  upon  the  strictest 
tioD,  had,  at  a  little  distance,  an  effect  as  if 
^  rere  the  voluntary  movements  of  the  cloaked 
aralier,  without  the  assistance  of  any  other  jbgs 
ibo  those  with  which  nature  had  provided  him; 
lod,  to  any  who  had  viewed  Triptolemus  under 
wh  a  persuasion,  the  gravity,  ana  even  distress, 
unooDced  in  his  countenance,  must  have  made  a 
ndJcQloiiB  contrast  to  the  vivacious  caprioles  with 
vbich  be  piaffed  olon^  the  moor. 
llimi«untka>t  up  with  this  worth)r  couple,  mounted, 
MSQidiDg  to  toe  simplicity  of  the  time  and  country, 
QQ  the  ustiind  readiest  pony  which  they  had  been 
lUe  to  press  into  the  service,  with  no  other  accou- 
^Kom  of  any  kind  than  the  halter  which  served 
loxudehini;  while  Mr.  Ycllowley,  seeing  with  ploa- 
nreliBj^uie  thus  readily  provided  with  a  steed,  pri- 
nft^'jr  resolved,  that  this  rude  custom  of  helping  ira- 
ivJIas  to  horses,  without  leave  of  (he  proprietor, 
ilioiild  not  be  abated  in  Zetland,  until  he  came  to 
p««s  a  herd  of  ponies  belonging  in  properly  to 
suBself,  siul  exposed  to  suiier  in  the  way  ol  retalia- 
Hoo. 
But  to  other  uses  or  abuses  of  the  country,  Tripto- 
(onus  Yellowley  showed  himself  less  tolerant.  Long 
and  wearisome  were  the  discourses  he  held  with 
Mordaunt,  or  (to  speak  much  more  correctly)  the 
l^nngucs  which  he  inflicted  upon  him,  concerning 
the  changes  which  his  own  advent  in  these  isles  was 
about  tqloccasjon.  Unskilled  as  he  was  in  the  mo- 
oerp  arts  by  which  an  estate  may  he.  improved  to  such 
a  high  degree  thai  it  shall  altogether  slip  tHrou.:;h  the 
Ijroprietors  fingers,  Triptolemus  had  at  least  the  zeal, 

II  not  the  knowledge  of  a  whole  agricultural  society 

III  his  own  person ;  nor  was  he  surpassed  by  any  who 
us  fulbwed  him,  in  that  noble  spirit  which  scorns  to 
wlaoce  profit  against  outlay,  but  holds  the  glory  of 
^e6ns  a  great  change  on  the  face  of  the  land,  to'  be, 
Ue  virtue,  id  a  great  degree  its  own  reward.. 

No  part  of  the  wild  and  mountainous  region  over 
vhich  Mordaunt  guided  him,  but  what  suggested  to 
■s  active  imagination  some  scheme  of  improvement 
Ukl  alteration.  He  would  make  a  road  through  yon 
Baroe  passable  glen,  where  at  present  nothing  but 
we  KitB-£ooted  creatures  on  which  they  were  mount- 
^eoald  tread  with  any  safety.  He  would  substitute 
wter  houses  for  the  skeoes,  or  sheds  built  of  dry 
^ooea.  in  which  the  inhabitants  cured  or  mnnufnc- 
JN  their  fish— they  should  brew  good  ale  instead  gf 
■TO— they  should  plant  forests  where  tree  never 
9^.  and  nod  mines  of  treasure  where  a  Danish  skil- 
■K  was  accounted  a  coin  of  a  most  respectable  de- 
JJQinatioD.  All  these  mutatbns,  with  many  others, 
«  the  worthy  factor  resolve  upon,  speaking  ot  the 
lUBsiime  with  the  utmost  confidence  of  the  counte- 
2p«e  and  assistance  which,  he  was  to  receive  from 
'wpigfaor  classes,  and  especially  fron>  Magnus Troil. 
,  I  will  impart  some  of  mv  ideas  to  the  poor  man," 
r said.  "  before  we  ars  boir.  ma-^y  boors  older ;  and 
•«  will  mark  bow  grateful  he  will  be  to.  the  in- 
5«ctor  who  brings  mm  knowledge,  wh*ch  a  better 
wn  wealth." 


"t  would  not  have  yon  build  toostmngly  on  that."  v 
snid  Mordaunt,  by  way  of  caution ;  "  Magnus  Troirs 
boatjs  kittle  to  tnni'-he  likes  his  own  ways,  and  his 
country-ways,  and  you  will  as  soon  teach  your  sheltia 
to  dive  like  a  sealgh,  as  bring  Magnus  to  take  a  Scot- 
tish fashion  in  the  place  of  a  Norse  one;  and  yet,  if 
he  is  steady  to  his  old  custom^  he  may  perhaps  oe  at 
changeable  as  another  in  his  old  friendships.''^ 

"Hcu3,  tu  inepteT  said  the  scholar  or  Saint  An- 
drews, "steady  or  unsteady,  what  can  h  matter?— 
am  not  I  here  m  point  of  trust,  and  in  point  of  power . 
and  shall  a  Fowd.  by  which  barbarous  appellative 
this  Mafoius  Troil  still  colls  himself,  presume  to 
measure  judgment  and  weich  reasons  with  me,  who 
ra)resent  the  full  dignity  of  the  Chamberlain  of  the  ' 
islands  of  Orkney  and  Zetland  V 

"Still,"  said  Mordaunt,  "Iwonld  advise  von  not 
to  advance  too  rashly  upon  his  prejudices.  Magnus 
Troil,  from  the  hour  of  his  birth  to  this  day,  never 
saw  a  greater  man  Uian  himself,  and  it  is  dimailt  to 
bridle  an  old  horse  for  the  first  time.  Besides,  he  has 
at  no  time  in  his  life  been  a  patient  listener  to  long 
explanations,^8o  it  is  possible  that  he  may  quarrel 
witl}  vour  proposed  retormation,  before  you  can  eon* 
vince  him  of  its  advantages." 

**  How  mean  you,  young  man  7"  said  the  factor. 
*'Is  there  one  who  dwells  m  these  islands,  who  is  so 
wretchedly  blind  as  not  to  be  sensible  of  their  deplora- 
ble defects?  Can  a  man,"  he  added,  rising  into  en- 
thusiasm as  he  spoke,  "or  even  a  beast,  look  at  that 
thing  there,  which  they  have  the  impudence  to  call  a 
com-mill,*  without  trembling  to  think  that  com 
should  be  intrusted  to  such  a  miserable  molendinary  I 
The  wretches  are  obliged  to  have  at  least  fifty  in  each 
parish,  each  trundling  away  upon  its  paltry  mill- 
stone, under  the  thntch  of  a  roof  no  bigger  than  a 
bco-sken,  instead  of  a  noble  and  seemly  baron's  ini". 
of  which  you  would  hrar  the  clack  through  the  hnil) 
countr>;,  and  that  casts  the  meal  through  the  mill-eya 
by  forpits  at  a  time !" 

,  "Ay,  ay,  brother,"  ?»nid  his  wster.  "that's  spoken 
like  your  wise  sell.  The  mnir  cost  the  mair  honour- 
that  s  your  word  ever  mnir.  Con  it  no  creep  into 
your  wise  head,  man,  ibnt  ilka  body  grinds  ihdrain  • 
nievefu'  of  meal  in  this  country,  without  plnguing 
thenipells  about  barons'  mills,  and  thirls,  ona  sucken, 
and  the  like  trade?  How  mony  a  time  have  I  heard 
vou  bell  the  cat  with  auld  Edie  rfetherstnne,  the  mil- 
ler at  Grindlehurn,  and  wi'  his  very  knave  too,  about 
in-tovvn  and  oui-town  multures — lock,  gowpen,  nnd 
knavcship,  and  a'  the  Inve  o't;  and  now  naeihing 
less  will  serve  vou  than  to  bring  in  the  very  same 
fashery  on  a  wneen  puir  bodies,  that  big  ilk  ane  a 
mill  for  themselves,  src  as  it  is?" 

"pinna  tell  nje  of  go>^'p*'"  and  knaveship!"  ex-* 
claimed  the  indignant  agrirulturist;  *' better  pay  the 
half  of  the  grist  to  the  miller,  to  have  the  rest  ^nd 
in  a  Christian  manner,  tlian  put  good  grain  into  a 
bairn's  whirligig.  Look  nl  it  for  a  moment,  Baby- 
Bide  still,  ye  cursed  imp!"  This  interjection  was 
applied  to  his  pony,  which  began  to  be  extremely  infi- 
patient,  while  its  rider  intemipte<l  his  journey,  to  point 
out  all  the  weak  points  of  the  Zetland  mill—"  Look 
at  it,  I  say— it's  just  one  degree  better  than  a  hand- 
quern— it  has  neither  wheel  nor  trindle— neither  eg 
nor  hnpper— Bide  still,  there's  a  canny  bcnst— it  can-' 
na  grind  a  bickerfu'  of  mcnl  in  a  miorter  of  on  hour, 
and  that  will  be  mair  like  a  nansh  for  horse  than  a 
mrltith  for  man's  use— Wherefore— Bide  still,  I  say- 
wherefore— wherefore— The  deil's  in  the  beast,  and 
nae  good,  I  think !" 

As  he  uttered  the  last  words,  the  shelt/,  which  had  ' 
pranced  and  curvetted  for  some  time  with  much  im* 

*  There  if  eertJiinlrtomeUiinf  vpry  cxtraorriinnry  to  a  niniiifer 
in  Zetland  corn-milhi.  Tlmy  are  of  the  fmnllctit  poasiible  «iye* 
tlie  whcot  wliirh  drivefl  them  is  horir.nntal.  And  the  rnit*  are 
turned  dUf nnnlljr  lo  th<>  wnter  The  beam  itMcIf  vtendf  upright 
and  i*  iiMerted  in  a  ■lone  quern  of  liie  old-fii»hioned  ctnuUua 
tiun.  which  it  turnn  round,  nnl  thus  perforrmi  it«  duty.  Hau 
Robinsoa  Cruiwie  over  been  in  Zetland,  he  would  liavn  had  no 
difflculty  in  contrivinjra  inadii'M'  for  rrindinr  com  in  hindeeert 
iiland.  Tlic^e  wills  an;  Uiaicht-d  over  in  a  linlc  hovol,  wliirji 
hot  mach  tho  nir  of  a  vign^r.  Tlieremay  bo  five  hundred  «uch  I 
mitla  on  onn  i'^lnnd.  not  rnpable  any  uue  of  then  of  ffrindinj 
shove  a  aackful  of  corn  at  a  lime. 
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patience,  at  len^^th  got  its  head  betwixt, its  legst,  and 
at  once  canted  its  nder  inio  the  little  rivulet,  which 
served  to  drive  the  depreciated  engine  he  was  survey- 
ing; then  emanci|)ating  itself  from  the  folds  of  the 
cloak,  fled  back  towards  its  own  wilderness,  neighing 
in  scorn,  and  flinging  out  its  heels  at  every  five 

Laughing  heartily  at  his  disaster,  Mordaunt  helped 
the  old  man  t<^  arise;  while  his  sister  sarcastically 
congratulated  him  on  having  fallen  rather  into  the 
shallows  of  a  Zetland  rivulet  than  the  depths  of  a 
Scottish  niilUpond.  Disdaining  to  reply  to  this  sar- 
casm, Triptolemus,  so  soon  as  he  had  recovered  his 
leg&  shaken  his  ears,  and  found  that  the  folds  of  his 
cloak  had  saved  him  from  being  much  wet  hi  the 
scanty  streamlet,  exclaimed  aloud,  "  I  will  have  cus- 
sers  irom  Lanarkshire— brood  mares  from  Ayrshire 
—I  will  not  have  one  of  these  cursed  abortiotis  left  on 
the  ialandsL  to  break  honest  folk's  necks— I  say,  Baby, 
I  will  rid  the  land  of  them." 

''  Ye  had  better  wring  your  ain  doak,  Triptolemus," 
answered  Baby. 

Mordaunt  mean  while  was  emjployed  in  catchuig 
another  pony,  from  a  herd  which  strayed  at  some 
distance;  and,  having  made  a  halter  out  of  twisted 
rushes,  he  seated  the  dismayed  a^cuhurist  ia  safety 
upon  a  more  quiet,  though  less  active  steed,  than  thai 
which  he  had  at  first  bestrode. 

But  Mr.  Yellowley's  fall  had  operated  as  a  oon- 
siderable  sedative  upon  his  spiriti^  and,  for  the  full 
space  of  five  miles'  travel,  he  said  scarce  a  word, 
leaving  full  course  to  the  melancholy  aspirations  and 
lamentations  which  his  sister  Baby  bestowed  on  the 
old  bridle,  which  the  pony  had  carried  off  in  its  flight, 
and  which,  she  observed|  after  having  lasted  for 
eighteen  years  come  Martinmas,  might  now  be  con* 
sidered  as  a  castaway  thing.  Finding  she  had  thus 
the  field  to  herself;  the  old  lady  launched  forth  into  a 


ispiure  upon  economy,  accoFumg  lo  her  own  idea  of 
that  vjriue.  which  seemed  to  include  a  system  of  pri- 
vations, which,  though  observed  wiih  the  Bole  pur- 
pose of, saving  money,  might,  if  undertaken  upon 
other  principles,  have  ranked  high  in  the  history  of  a 
•religious  ascetic. 

She  was  but  Uttle  interrupted  by  Mordaunt,  who, 
conscious  he  was  now  on  the  eve  of  approaching 
Burgh-Westra,  employed  himself  rather  in  the  task 
of  anticipating  the  nature  of  the  reception  he  was 
about  to  me^t  with  there  from  two  beautiful  young 
women,  than  with  the  prosing  of  an  old  one,  however 
wisely  she  might  prove  that  small-beer  was  more 
wholesome  than  strong  ale,  and  that  if  her  brother 
had  bruised  his  ankle  bnone  in  his  tumble,  cumfrey  and 
butter  was  better  to  bring  him  round  again,  than  all 
the  doctors  drugs  in  the  world. 

But  now  the  dreary  moorlandsi  over  which  their 
path  had  hitherto  lam,  were  exchanged  for  a  more 
pleasant  prospect,  opening  on  a  salt-M'ater  lake,  or 
arm  of  the  sea,  which  ran  up  far  inland,  and  wtta 
surrounded  by  flat  and  fertile  ground,  producing 
crops  better  than  the  experienced  eye  of  Tnptolcmus 
Vellowley  had  as  yet  witnessed  in  2^tland.  In  the 
midst  of  this  Goshen  stood  the  mansion  of  Burgh- 
Westra.  screened  from  the  north  and  cast  by  a  riugc 
of  heathy  hills  which  lay  behind  it,  and  commanding 
an  interesting  prospect  of  the  lake  and  its  parent 
ocean,  aswelfas  the  islands^  and  more  distant  moun- 
tains. From  the  mq^sion  itself,  as  well  as  from  al- 
most every  cottage  in  the  adjacent  hamlet;  arose 
such  a  rich  cloud  of  vapoury  smoke,  as  showed,  that 
the  preparations  for  the  festival  were  not  confined  to 
the  principal  residence  of  Magnus  himself^  but  ex- 
tended through  the  whole  vicinage. 

"My  certia^'  said  Mrs.  Baby  Yellowley,  "ane  wad 
think  the  haill  town  was  on  fire !  The  veir  hill-side 
smells  of  their  wastefulness,  and  a  hungry  heart  wad 
scarce  seek  better  kitchen*  to  a  barley  scone,  than 
just  to  waft  it  in  the  reek  that's  rising  out  of  yon 
iiuns." 


*  ^tlut  is  cat  br  war  of  nllth  to  diy  brwl  is  called 

m  8<>4)UanC  w  ultfMi  Cied  SA,  r  t^  <fis  ralifliinf  miu- 


CHAPTER  XIL 

— ^Thou  hiut  dacribed 
A  hot  fHend  cooling.    Ever  note.  LuciUus,* 
'When  love  berinn  to  ftickvn  and  decay, 
It  iiieth  an  enforced  oeremoaj. 
There  an  no  tricks  in  plato  and  sfanpla  fkiOL-MlmOmm. 

If  the  smell  which  was  wafted  fh)m  the  chinrnerf 
of  Burgh-Westra  up  to  the  barren  hills  by  which  lie 
mansion  was  surrounded,  could,  as  Mistress  Barbin 
opined,  have  refreshed  the  hungry,  the  noise  which 
proceeded  from  thence  might  .have  given  hearing  to 
the  deaf.  It  was  a  medley  of  all  sounds,  and  all  eon* 
nected  with  jollity  and  kind  welcome.  Nor  wen  the 
sights  associated  with  them  less  animating. 

Troops  of  friends  were  seen  in  the  act  of  arririnr- 
their  dispersed  ponies  flying  to  the  moors  in  ev«r  di- 
rection, to  recover  their  own  pastures  in  the  best  wwf 
they  could  ;-^uch,  as  we  have  already  said.  beinctM 
usual  mode  of  discharging  the  cavalry  which  had  De« 
levied  for  a  day's  service.  At  a  small  but  comio^ 
dious  harbour,  connected  with  the  house  and  htrnk^ 
those  visiters  were  landing  frx)m  their  boats,  who,  G^ 
ing  in  distant  islands,  and  along  the  coast  had  pv^ 
ferred  making  their  journey  by  sea.  Mordaunt  anl 
his  companions  might  see  each  party  pausing  t» 
quently  to  greet  each  other,  and  atroUing  on  8qc<» 
Bively  to  the  house,  whose  ever  ooen  f^te  reedfrf 
them  alternately  in  such  numbers^  uiat  it  seeined  At 
extent  of  the  mansion,  though  sinted  to  the  opakMr^ 
and  hospitality  of  the  owner  was  scarce,  on  thisooM' 
Bion,  sumcient  for  the  guests. 

Among  the  confused  sounds  of  mirth  and'weleoM  i 
which  arose  at  the  entrance  of  each  new  oompaft 
Mordaunt  thought  he  could  distinguish  the  loud  hnp 
and  hearty  salutation  of  the  Sire  of  the  mansioD,  iiif 
began  to  feel  more  deeply  than  before,  the  anxiMi 
doubt,  whether  that  cordial  reception,  which  wum 
tributed  so  freely  to  all  others,  would  be  on  this  ooa* 
sion  extended  to  him.  As  they  came  on,  they  heiM 
the  voluntary  scrnnin^  and  bravura  eflliisionsof  the 
gallant  fiddlers,  who  impatiently  flung  already  fnm  ' 
then-  bows  those  sounds  with  which  they  were  loiai' 
mate  the  evening.  The  clamour  of  the  cook's  ifliit* 
ants,  and  the  loud  scolding  tones  of  the  cook  bivnt 
were  also  to  be  heard— sou i^ds  of  dissonance  tfiV 
other  'ime,  but  which^  suhdued  with  others,  v»  bj 
certain  happy  associations,  form  no  disagreeable fnit 
of  the  full  chorus  which  always  precedes  a  nini  fw* 

Mean  while,  the  guests  advanced,  each  full  of  totf  , 
own  thoughts.  Mordaunt's  wc  have  already  notierf. 
Baby  was  wrapt  up  in  the  melancholy  grief  and  flij 
prise  excited  by  the  positive  conviction,  that  so  nwct 
victuals  had  been  cooked  at  once  as  were  neceMHJ 
to  feed  all  the  mouths  which  were  clamouring  sroond 
her— an  enormity  of  expense,  which,  though  she  *«i 
no  way  concerned  in  bearing  it,  affected  her  nema, 
as  the  beholding  a  massacre  would  touch  those  << 
the  most  indiflerent  spectator,  however  well  asraiwl 
of  his  own  personal  safety.  She  sickened,  in  short, 
at  the  sight  of  so  much  extravagance,  like  AbyssimaB 
Bruce,  when  he  saw  the  luckless  minstrels  of  Goadar 
hacked  to  pieces  by  the  order  of  Ras  MichaeLM 
for  her  brother,  they  being  now  arrived  whew  lhsiw» 
and  anti(;ue  instruments  of ^  Zetland  agriculture  laf 
scattered  m  the  usual  confusion  of  a  Scottish  bsra* 
yard,  his  thoughts  were  at  once  engrossed  in  t)tea» 
ndencies  of  the  one-stilted  plough— of  the  t^^^''^ 
with  which  they  dig  peat««— of  the  sledges,  on  whicl 
they  transport  commodiliea— of  all  and  ^v^y.^JSi 
in  snort,  in  which  the  usages  of  the  islands  dimra 
from  those  of  the  mainland  of  Scotland.  Tlie  ajni^ 
of  these  imperfect  instruments  stirred  the  blooa> 
Triptolemus  Yellowley,  as  that  of  the  boW  ^•W* 
rises  at  seeing  the  arms  and  insignia  of  theeoemy^w 
is  about  to  combat ;  and,  faithfulto  his  high  empw 


which  he  had  undertaken,  of  civilhcing  too  maanei* 
and  improving  the  cultivation,  of  Zedand. 

*'  Jaeta  tft  aUa^*'  he  muttered  to  hhnself  j  *  ""S  vej- 
day  shall  prove  whether  the  Zetlanders  ars  worthy! 
our  labours^  or  whether  their  mind*  are  as  incapaoN 
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pi  cultnralion  u  their  peat-motsH.  Yet  let  u«  be 
caulioua,  an4  watch  the  eoft  time  of  speech.  I  feel, 
by  my  own  experience,  that  it  were  best  to  let  the 
body,  m  119  present  siate,  take  the  place  q£  the  mind. 
A  nioathful  of  that  same  roast-bee^  which  smells  so 
delicately,  will  form  an  apt  introduction  to  my  gdind 
plaa  for  imiHoving  the  breed  of  stock.'' 

By  this  time  the  visiters  had  reached  the Jow  but 
ample  front  o(  Mai^us  Troir»  reiidenoe^  which 
flMmed  of  vaiious  dateSi  with  larse  and  ill-imagined 
adiiiions,  hasii^  adapted  to  the  original  building,  as 
ifafl  increaaingestal&  or  enlarged  family^  of  successive 
proprietors,  appeared  to  each  to  denand  Beneath  a 
Uw,  brcwd,  and  laige  porch,  supported  by  two  huge 
marred  posts,  once  the  head-^mamants  of  vessels 
which  had  lound  shipwreck  ^pon  the  coast  stood 
XagDits  himaelf  intent  #n  the  hospitable  toil  of  re> 
eeiviag  and  welcomtngtiienuflwrous  guests  who  suo- 
eeasively  approached.  Hia  atrong  portly  Qgure  was 
w^  adapted  to  the  dress  which  he  woro~a  moecott 
of  an  antioue  cut,  lined  with  scarlet,  and  laced  and 
iMped  with  gold  down  the  seama  and  button-bolea, 
and  abn;;  the  ample  cuns.  Strong  and  maacnline 
teares,  rendered  ruddy  and  brown  bv  freciuent  ez- 
mure  to  atvwe  weather~*a  qnilntity  of  most  venera- 
ue  silver  hair,  Which  &;li  in  unahora  oiofusioB  from 
aniel'his  gold*laced  hat,  and  was  carelessly  tisd  with 
aiiband  behind,  expressed  at  once  his  advanced  age, 
\m  hasty,  yei  welUcondttioaed  temper,  and  his  Tobuat 
csfistitutiofL  As  our  travellers  approached  .him,  a 
fhade  of  displeasure  seemed  to  cross  his  brow,  and  to 
Memipt  ibr  an  instant  the  honest  and  hearty  burst  of 
ISarity  with  which  he  had  been  in  the  act  <tf  jsreet- 
aCali  prior  arrivals.  When  be  approached  TTiptola- 
nn  Tellowley.  he  drew  himself  up,  so  as  to  mix,  as 
fl  VfR,  some  shaie  of  ttie  stately  importance  of  the 
.  nokat  Udaller  with  the  welcome  afibrded  by  the 
mktnd  hospitable  landlord. 

"Vcu  are  welcome  Mr.  YeUowley,"  was  his  address 
ts  cbe  fisctor ;  **  you  are  weloome  to  Westra—the  Mrind 
htf  Mown  you  on  a  rough  coast,  and  we  that  are  the 
aatives  mnet  be  kind  to  yon  as  we  can.  This,  I  be- 
Inve,  is  your  sister— Mistress  Barbara  Yellowley,  per- 
mit me  the  hoaovof  a  neiahbourly  salute."— -And  so 
saving,  wiihadariiw  and  self-devoted  courtesy,  which 
would  find  no  equal  in  our  degenerate  days,  his  actu- 
ally ventured  to  sakito  the  withered  cheek  of  the 
spinster,  who  relaxed  so  much  of  her  usual  peevish- 
aasa  of  expression,  as  to  reoehre  the  courtesy  with 
aooiething  which  approached  to  a  smilei  Ho  then 
loolbed  iiul  at  Mordauat  Mertoun^  and  without  offer- 
ing his  hand,  said,  in  a  tone  som^hai  broken  bv  sup- 
MBSsed  agitation,  "^You  too  are  welcomei  Master 

"Did  I  not  think  so."  said  Mordaunt,  naturally 
aftaded  by  the  coldness  of  his  host's  manner,  "I  had 
not  been  ]ure--and  it  is  not  yet  too  late  to  turn  back." 

"  Young  man,**  replied  Magnus^  "  yon  know  better 
than  most,  that  from  these  doors  no  man  can  turn, 
widiout  an  offence  to  their  owner.  I  pray yoo,  disturb 
not  my  fiQieats  by  yoor  ill-timed  scrupres.  When 
Magnus  ^jSroil  aaya  welcome,  all  are  welcome  who 
are  within  hearing  of  his  voioe^  and  it  is  an  indifferent 
kwd  on&r-Walk  on,  my  worthy  guests,  and  let  us  see 
:  What  cheer  my  lasses  can  mi^  yoa  with  in  doorsi' 

So  ta^nxt  and  taking  cdre  to  make  his  manner  so 
eaeral  to  the  whole  party,  that  Mordannt  should  not 
oe  able  to  appropriate  any  particuhir  portion  of  the 
veloooM  to  nimsell  nor  yei  to  complain  of  being 
excluded  from  all  share  m  it,  the  Udaller  iisher^ta 
Ihe  guests  into  bis  house,  where  two  large  outer 
looms,  w4uch,  on  the  present  occasion,  served  the 
Hvpose  of  a  modem  saloon^  were  already  crowded 
«idi  guests  of  every  descrij^non. 

Tbe  fnmitore  %rBa  sufficiently^  simple,  and  had  a 

bancter  pecufiar  to  the  aituation  of  thoee  stormy 
li^ds.  Ifagmts  Trail  was,  indeed,  like  most  of  the 
kq^er  class  of  Zetland  proprietors,  a  friend  co  tbe 
^nressed  trwaller,  whether  oy  sea  or  land,  and  had 
iRpeatedly  exeitod  his  whole  autlu>rity  in  protootin^ 
w  property  of  persons  and  shipwrecked  raarjaeiv; 
<T>it  so  fvequent  were  wrsoks  ,opon  that  tremendous 
coast,  and  so 


■sally  fL/tam  aaM% 


bore  sufBdent  witness  to  the  ravages  il 
and  to  the  exejtase  of  those  ricfats  wbicki 
term  Flottortu  and  Jetmml,  The  dl 
were  arranj^ed  around  the  walld,  werai 
used  in  cabins,  and  many  of  them  wfll 
construction  I  die  imrrors  and  cabinets,! 
placed  againat  tbe  walls  for  ornament  < 
enoe,  hsd,  it  was  plain  from  their  fbro^ 
stnicted  for  ship-board  and  one  or  two  \ 
were  of  strange  and  unknown  wood.  9< 
lition  whieh  separated  the  two  apartrost 
constmeted  out  of  the  bulkhead  of  aomeHJ 
clumsily  adapted  to  the  service  which  il 
performed,  by  the  labour  of  some  native  ji 
stranger,  these  evident  marks  and  tokett 
misery  might,  at  the  first  ffUnce,  form 
with  the  scene  of  mirth  with  which  th«| 
associated ;  but  the  association  was  so  ftt 
nadves,  that  it  did  not  for  a  moment  tt 
course  of  their  glee. 

To  the  younger  part  of  these  revellers  li 
of  Mordaunt  was  like  a  fiiesh  charm  of 
All  coma  around  him  to  marvel  at  his  flj 
ail,  by  their  repeated  inquiries,  pktinly  m 
they  conoeived  it  had  been  entirely  voloa 
side.  The  youth  felt  that  this  general  1 
relieved  his  anxiety  on  one  painful  point 
prejudice  the  family  of  Buigh-Westre  i 
adopted  respecting  him,  it  must  be  of  a  prii 
and  at  least  he  had  not  the  additional  paii 
that  he  was  depreciated  in  the  eyes  of 
Inr^e;  and  his  vindication,  when  he  fo^ 
tuntty  u)  make  one,  would  not  re(}oire  to^h 
beyond  the  circle  of  a  single  famdv.  Thi 
aoling;  thouah  his  heart  atiti  throbbed  w 
at  the  thought  of  meeting  with  his  esti 
still  beloved  friends.  Layme  the  excuse 
sense  on  hb  father* a  state  of  health,  he  ma 
through  the  various  groups  of  friends  ai)d  a 
of  whom  aeemed  willing  to  detain  him  as  k 
sible,  and  having;  by  presenting  tbem  to  < 
fiunilies  of  consequence,  got  rid  of  his  travi 
panionsL  who  at  first  stuck  fast  as  burs,  1 
at  length  the  door  or  a  small  apartment,  wl 
ing  m>m  one  of  the  large  exterior  roonu 
mentioned,  Minna  and  Brenda  had  been  pi 
fit  up  after  their  o%vn  taste,  and  to  call  the 
property. 

Mordaunt  had  contributed  no  email  sk 
invention  and  mechanical  execution  empli 
ting  op  this  favourite  apartment,  and  in  di 
omameni&  It  was,  indeed,  during  his  las 
at  Burgh-Westra,  as  free  to  his  entrance  ai 
tion,  as  to  its  proper  mistresses.  But  now 
were  times  altered,  that  he  remained  witl 
on  the  latch,  uncertain  whether  lie  shoul 
freedom  to  draw  it,  until  Brenda's  voice  p 
the  words,  "Come  in,  then,"  in  the  tone  c 
is  interrupted  by  an  un welcome  diaiurber,  « 
hean^  and  despatched  with  all  ihe  speed  p; 

At  this  signal  Mertoan  entered  the  fanci 
of  the  sistera,  which  by  the  addition  of  n 
menta,  including  some  articles  of  consider 
had  been  fitted  up  for  the  approaching  fost 
daughters  of  Magnus,  at  the  moment  of  I 
entrance^  were  seated  in  deep  consul tatio 
stranger  Cleveland,  and  with  a  litde  slighi 
roan,  whose  eye  ratained  all  the  vtvaclt; 
which  had  supported  him  under  the  tho« 
situdss  of  a  chancfeAd  and  precarious  life,  i 
accompanying  him  in  bis  old  ago,  rendere 
haira  less  awfully  revvrend  pertiapsL  but  r 
loved,  than  would  a  mors  grave  and  less  ir 
expression  of  countenance  and  character, 
even  a  penetratinff  shrewdness  mingled  in 
curiosity,  with  whioh,  as  be  stepped  for 
aside,  he  seemed  to  watch  the  meeting  of 
with  the  t^vo  lovelr  sisters. 

The  reception  the  youth  met  with  tea* 

seneral  cfiaraeter,  that  which  he  had  e: 

from  Magnus  himself  f  but  the  maklena  a 

Bt  Were  wrecks  upon  tnat  tremendous   weU- cover  their  sense  of  the  change  ofcirc 

many  unappropriated  anides  wereooa-   un  ier  whieh  they  mot    Both  blushed  aa. 

•sM%  that  th«  incarioi  of  tfa  kou«e  k««tkMi*  ejusn^ing  the  liaad  tm  leka-^i 


M 


THEPIRAT& 


[Oiup.  Xlf 


ch'iek,  as  the  fashion  pf  the  timei  permitted,  and 
ainiosi  exacted,  they  paid  to  Mordaunt  the  salutation 
due  to  an  ordinary  acquaintance.  But  the  blush  of 
-the  elder  was  one  of  those  transient  evidences  of 
fitting  emotion,  that  yanish  as  fast  as  the  paasing 
I  thought  which  exdies  thenu  In  an  instant  she  stood 
before  the  youth  calm  and  cold,  retuminfSi  with 
guarded  and  cautious  courtesy,  the  usual  civilities, 
which,  with  a  falterins  voice,  Mordaunt  endeavoured 
to  present  to  her.  The  emotion  of  Brenda  bore, 
externally  at  least,  a  deeper  and  more  agitating 
character.  Her  blush  extended  over  every  part  of  her 
beautiful  skin  which  her  dress  permitted  to  be  visible, 
including  her  slender  neck,  and  the  upper  region  of  a 
ftiely  formed  bosom.  Neither  did  she  even  attempt 
to  rmly  to  what  share  of  his  confused  compliment 
Moitlaunt  addressed  to  her  in  partknitar,  but  regarded 
Jiipi  witli  eyeS)  in  which  displeasure  was  evidently 
mmfded  witn  welings  of  regret,  and  recollections  of 
former  times.  Mordaunt  felt,  as  it  were,  aasored 
19XNI  the  instant,  that  the  regaiti  of  Minna  was  ex- 
tmguished,  but  that  it  might  be  yet  possible  to  reoover 
that  of  the  milder  Brenda;  and  such  is  the  wavward- 
iMfls  of  human  iSancjr,  that  though  he  had  never 
hitherto  made  any  dwtinct  difference  betwixt  these 
two  beautiful  and  interestins  girls,  the  favour  of  her, 
which  seemed  most  absolutely  withdrawn,  became  at 
the  moment  the  most  interesung  m  his  eyes. 

He  was  disturbed  in  these  hasty  reflections  by 
Cleveland,  who  advanced  with  military  frankness, 
to  pay  his  compliments  to  his  preserver,  having  only 
delsyed  long  enough  to  permit  the  exchange  of  the 
ordinary  salutation  l>etwixt  the  visiter  and  the  ladies 
of  the  family.  He  made  his  approach  with  so  good 
a  grace,  that  it  was  impossible  for  Mordaunt,  although 
he  dated  his  loss  of  favour  at  Burgh- Westra  from  this 
stranger'a  appearance  on  the  coast,  and  domes- 
tication in  the  family,  to  do  less  than  return  hia  ad- 
vances as  courtesy  demanded,  accept  his  thanks  with 
an  appearance  of  satisfaction,  and  hope  that  his  time 
had  passed  pleasantly  since  their  last  meeting. 

Cievelana  was  about  to  answer,  wlien  he  was  an- 
ticipatea  by  the  little  old  man,  formerly  noticed,  who 
now  thrusting  himself  forward,  andf  seizing.  Mor- 
daunt*s  hand,  Kissed  him  on  the  forehead ;  and  then 
at  the  same  tune  echoed  and  answered  his  auestion— 
"How  passes  time  at  Bursh- Westra?  Was  it  you 
that  asked  it,  my  prince  of  tnc  clif!'and  of  the  scaur? 
How  shoidd  it  pass,  but  with  all  the  wings  that 
beauty  and  joy  can  add  to  help  its  flight !" 

"And  wit  and  song,  too  my  good  old  friend," 
•aidv Mordaunt,  half-senooe,  haU-jesting.  aa  he  ehook 
the  old  man  cordially  by  the  hand.—"  These  cannot 
be  wanting,  where  Claud  Halcro  comes )" 

**  Jeer  me  not.  Mordaunt,  my  good  lad,"  replied 
the  old  man ;  *'  When  your  foot  is  as  slow  as  mine, 
your  wit  Iroaen,  and  vour  song  out  of  tune" 

"  How  can  you  belie  yoursoli^  my  good  master  1" 
answered  Mordaunt,  who  waa  not  unwilling  to  avail 
himself  of  his  old  friend's  peculiarities  to  introduce 
Mmething  like  conversation,  break  the  awkwardness 
•f  this  singular  meeting,  and  gain  time  for  ob- 
servation, ere  reauiring  an  explanation  of  the  change 
of  conduct  which  the  family  seemed  to  have  adopted 
towards  him.  "  Say  not  so,"  he  continued.  *'  Time, 
ray  oU  friend,  lays  his  hand  lightly  on  the  bard. 
Have  I  not  heard  you  say.  the  poet  partakes  the  im- 
mortality of  bis  song;'?  and  surely  the  great  English  , 
poet,  you  used  to  tell  us  of,  was  elder  than  yourself 
when  he  pulled  the  bow-ear  among  all  the  wits  of 

This  alluded  to  a  story  which  was  aa  the  Ftench 
term  it,  Halcro'scA^aoi  ds  biUaiUe^  and  any  allusion 
to  which  was  certain  at  once  to  place  him  in  the  sad- 
dle, and  to  push  his  hobby-faorss  into  full  career. 

Bis  laughing  eye  kindled  with  a  sort  of  entho- 
eiasm,  which  the  ordinsry  folk  of  this  world  might 
have  called  crazed,  while  be  dashed  into  the  aubject 
which  he  best  k>ved  to  talk  upon.  "  Alaa,  alas,  my 
dear  Mordaunt  Mertoun— silver  is  stiver,  and  waxes 
Bot  dim  by  use— and  pewter  is  pewter,  and  grows  the 
kmger  the  duller.  It  is  not  for  poor  Claud  Balcm  to 
aame  himself  in  the  same  twelvemonth  with  the  im- 
.MiPitpJlitlHiDrydiiB.   Tfiieitia,Ml«Hv  ha¥9l«ld 


▼on  before^  (hat  I  have  seen  that  great  man,  nay  I 
have  been  m  the  Wit's  Cofleehouse,  as  it  was  dun 
called,  and  bad  once  a  pinch  out  of  his  own  veiy 
snufT-bok.  I  must  have  told  you  all  how  it  happened 
but  here  is  Csptain  Cleveland  who  never  beard  iL--l 
lodged,  you  must  know,  in  Rusael  Street— I  ouesiios 
not  but  vou  know  Rossel  Street,  Covent  Gankk 
Captain  Cleveland  T* 

'^  I  should  know  its  latitude  pretty  well.  Mr.  Hil- 
era,"  said  the  Captain,  smiting;  "but  I  believe  joi 
mentioned  the  circumsunce  yestenday,  and  bendei 
we  have  the  day*B  duty  in  han<h-yoa  must  play  us  tlin 
Bonc  which  we  are  to  stody." 

"It  will  not  serve  the  turn  now,"  said  Halcnv"  v« 
moat  think  of  something  that  will  uke  in  our  den 
Mordaunt,  the  first  voiee  m  the  island,  whether  fiff 
a  part  or  solo.  I  will  never  be  he  will  touch  a  ttriii 
to  you,  unless  Mordaunt  Mertoun  is  to  help  us  ouL- 
What  Bay  you,  my  fahest  Night'}— what  think  job, 
my  sweet  dawn  of  Day?"  he  added,  addressing  thi 
young  women,  upon  whom,  ss  we  have  said  eln- 
where,  he  had  long  before  bestowed  these  aUesoiietl 
namea. 

"Mr.  Mordaunt Bfertoon,"  said  Minna,  "haBooan 
too  kte  to  be  of  our  band  on  this  ocoasKMi— it  isoo 
misfortune,  but  it  cannot  be  helped.*' 

"How?  whatr*  said  Halcro.  hastily-**  too  late- 
and  you  have  practised  together  all  your  lives  7  tab 
my  word,  my  bonny  lasasa,  that  old  tunes  are  swse^ 
est,  and  old  friends  surest.  Mr.  Cleveland  has  a  fin 
baas,  that  mast  be  allowed ;  but  I  would  have  ym 
trust  for  the  first  effect  to  one  of  the  twonty  fineaiB 
you  can  sing  where  Mordaant's  tenor  joins  so  ml 
with  your  own  witchery— here  is  my  lovely  Dv 
approves  of  the  change  in  her  heart." 

"  ^  ou  were  never  in  your  life  more  mistaken,  ftthtf 
Halcro,"  said  Brenda,  her  cheeks  again  feddeninft 
more  with  displeasure^  it  seemed,  than  with  shania 

"  Nay,  bat  how  is  this  ?"  said  the  old  man,  pausing; 
and  looking  at  them  alternately.  "  What  bare  m 
got  here?— a  cloudy  night  and  a  red  morning 7—11111 
betokens  rough  wea4her.— What  means  all  tliii 
young  women?— where  lies  the  offence?- In  bm^I 
rear ;  for  the  blame  is  always  lakl  upon  the  aUw 
when  young  folk  Uke  you  go  by  the  ears." 

"The  blame  is  not  with  von,  father  Halcro," « 
Minna,  riaing  and  taking  her  sister  by  the  aria,  u 
indeed  there  be  blsme  any  where." 

"  I  should  fear  then,  Minna,"  said  Moniaunt,  eDd» 
vonring  to  soften  his  tone  into  one  of  indiflerentphar 
sentry,  ''  that  the  new  comer  has  brought  the  orand 
along  with  him." 

"  When  no  ofTenoa  ia  taken."  replied  Minna,  win 
her  usual  gravity,  "it  matters  hot  by  whom  such  maf 
have  been  offered." 

"Is  it  possible,  Minna T'  exclaimed  MordasM, 
"  and  is  it  you  who  speak  thus  to  me?— And  you  toa 
Bntnda,  can  you  too  judge  so  hardly  of  ma,  yet  wiui- 
out  permitting  me  one  moment  of  noneat  and  fraak 
explanation  ?" 

'*  Those  who  should  know  best,"  answered  Brenda, 
in  a  low  but  decisive  tone  of  voice,  " have  toMM 
their  pleasure,  snd  it  most  be  done.— Sister,  I  ddni 
we  have  staid  too  long  here,  and  shall  be  wanted  aaB| 
where— Mr.  Mertoun  will  excuse  us  on  00  bosv  a  day; 

The  sisten  linked  their  amis  together.  Halcro  n 
vain  endeavoured  to  stop  them,  makings  at  the  aaoe 
time,  a  theatrical  geature,  and  exdaimmg, 

Now.Dsr  ud  llifht,batthivk  woaarMii  ■maftt" 
Then  turned  to  Mordaunt  Mertoun,  and  added- 
"  The  girls  are  possessed  with  the  spirit  of  routar 
bility,  snowing,  as  our  master  Spenser  weU  saitb,  (w 
*  Amonf  all  Mring  ereatare*.  mora  or  Imm, 
CliUfSitiU  doth  leiffiv  aodkeitp  Om  gmater  raraf .* 

Captain  Cleveland,"  he  continued.  "  know  irtwgj 
thing  that  has  happened  to  put  these  two  juvoiHi 
Graces  out  of  tune?''  .  .^1^ 

**  He  will  lose  his  reckoning,"  answered  Cle^m 
*'that  spends  time  in  inquiring  why  the  wind  mutaa 
point,  or  why  a  woman  changes  her  mind  "5!i 
Mf.  Mordaunt,  I  would  not  osk  the  proud  wenoPli 
anotherquestion  on  auch  a  aubject." 

**li  is  a  fiasndly  advye,  Captam  Clevaiand,   ft 
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pfied  Mordaunt,  *'  and  I  wfll  not  hcid  ttthe  kn  so  that 
It  has  been  ^ven  nnnsked.  Allow  me  to  inquire  if  you 
are  yoaraelf  as  indiiferenc  to  the  opiuiun  of  your  female 
fiieoda,  as  it  seems  you  would  have  mi^  to  be  1" 

"Who,  1 7"  said  the  Captain,  with  an  air  of  frank 
indifference,  **  I  never  thought  twice  upon  such  a  sub- 
ject. I  never  saw  a  woifkan  worth  thinking  twice 
about  after  the  anchor  was  a^peak— «n  shore  it  is 
another  thinft:  and  I  will  laugh,  sing;  dance,  and 
make  love,  iflhey  like  it  with  twenty  girls,  were  they 
but  half  so  pretty  as  those  who  have  left  us,  and 
loake  them  hearttly  welcome  to  change  their  course 
m  the  sound  of  a  boatswain's  whistle.  It  will  be 
odds  but  I  wear  as  fast  as  they  can." 

A  patient  is  seMom  pleased  with  that  aort  of  conso- 
btioo  which  is  founded  on  holding  light  the  malady 
of  which  heoomplainsi  and  Monwuatftlt  disposed 
t»  be  olteoded  with  Captain  Cleveland,  both  lor  tak- 
ing notice  of  his  embarrassment,  and  intruding  upon 
htm  his  own  opinion  i  and  he  ropUed,  therelore, 
somewhat  sbaiply,  "  that  Captain  Cleveiaiid*s  senti- 
meots  were  only  suited  to  such  as  had  the  art  to  be- 
come universal  favourites  wherever  chanpe  happened 
to  throw  them,  and  who  could  not  lose  in  one  plaee 
Boie  than  tkeu*  merit  was  sura  to  gain  for  them  in 
another." 

This  was  spoken  ironically ;  but  there  was,  to  con- 
fess the  truth,  a  superior  knowledge  of  the  world,  and 
aeonaciouaDess  or  external,  merit  at  leasi  about  the 
nan,  which  rendered  hie  interierence  doubly  disa- 
greeable. As  Sir  Luoius  O'Triggjsr  savsi  there  was  an 
air  of  success  about  Captain  Uleveland  which  was 
nighty  provoking.    Youn^  handsome,  and  well  as- 
mred,  his  air  of  nautical  bluntness  sat  naturally  and 
cttily  upon  him,  and  was  perhaps  particularly  welt 
taeals  the  simple  mannen  of  the  remote  oountiy  in 
vUdihe  found  nimself;  and  where,  even  in  the  best 
faanfiaL  a  greater  degree  of  refinement  might  have 
nodnca  his  conversation  rather  less  acceptable.  He 
ms contented,  m  the  present  instance,  to  smile  eood- 
bimooredly  at  the  obvieus  discontent  of  Mordaunt 
Ifertouji,  and  replied,  "  You  are  angry  with  me,  my 
good  fnend,  but  you  cannot  make  me  angry  with  you. 
The  fair  hands  of  all  tlis  pretty  women  I  ever  saw  in 
my  life  would  never  have  fished  me  up  out  of  the 
Aooat  of  Sumburgh.    So,  pray,  do  not  quarrel  with 
me :  for  here  is  Mr.  Haloro  witness  that  I  have  strock 
both  jack  and  topsail,  and  should  you  fire  a  broad- 
■de  into  me,  cannot  return  a  single  shot" 

"Ay,  ay,"  said  Halcro,  " you  must  be  fHenda with 
Cbptata  Cleveland,  Mordaunt  Never  quarrel  with 
your  friend,  because  a  woman  is  whimsical.  Why. 
man,  if  they  kept  one  humour,  how  the  devil  could 
we  make  so  many  songs  on  them  as  we  do?  Even 
old  Dryden  himselll  morious  old  John,  could  have 
said  little  about  a  gin  that  was  always  of  one  mind-* 
as  well  write  verses  upon  a  mill-pond,  it  is  your 
ndes  and  your  roosts,  and  your  currents  and  eddiea 
■  that  come  and  ga  and  ebb  and  flow,  (by  Heaven  1 1 
ran  mto  rhyme  when  I  so  much  as  think  upon  them,) 
dwt  ariUle  one  day,  rage  the  next,  flatter  and  devour, 
delight  tmd  ruin  us^  and  so  forth—it  is  these  that  give 
the  real  soul  of  poetry.  Did  you  never  hear  my  Adieu 
to  the  Lm98  of  Northmaven— that  was  poor  Bet  Stim- 
bister,  whom  I  call  Mary  for  the  sound'a  sake,  as  I 
call  myself  Hacon  after  my  great  ancestor,  Haeon 
GoUeiiMind,  or  Haeo  with  the  golden  mouth,  who 
came  to  the  island  with  Harold  Harfager,  and  was 
his  chief  Scald?— Well,  but  wliere  was  H— Oay— 
poor  Bet  Stimbister,  she  (and  partly  some  debt)  was 
the  cause  of  my  leaving  the  isles  of  HiaHlaad.  (better 
so  called  than  Shetland,  or  Zetland  oven«)  and  taking 
to  the  broad  world.  I  have  had  a  tramp  of  ,it  since 
that  time—I  have  battled  my  w|iy  throuipi  the  world, 
Gaptaia,ae  aman  of  mouki  may.  that  has  a  light  bead, 
a  fa^t  porae^  and  a  h^art  as  ught  as  them  both— 
fes0it  my  way,  and  paid  my  way— that  is,  either  with 
floney  or  wit— -have  seen  kings  changed  and  deposed 
IB  veu  would  tium  a  tenant  out  of  a  scathold— knew 

&ihe  wiia  of  the  age,  and  especially  the  glorious 
n  Dryden— what  man  in  the  islands  can  say  as 
■och.  barring  Iving?— I  had  a. pinch  out  of  his  own 
Mudf-boa— 1  wiD  tdfl  you  how  1  came  by  such  promo- 
tisB." 


"But  the  aoofh  Mr.  Haltto,"  said  Captain  Ckrs- 
land. 

"The  song?"  ansv^red  Haloro,  seizing  the  Cap- 
tain by  the  button,— for  he  was  too  much  accustomed 
to  have  his  aiAlience  escape  from  him  during  recita- 
tion, not  to  put  in  practice  all  the  usual  means  of  pra- 
ivention,— "  The  song  ?  Why  I  save  a  copy  of  it,  with 
fifteen  others,  to  the  immortal  John.  You  shall  hear 
it— you  shall  hear  them  all,  if  you  will  but  stand  still  a 
moment ;  and  you  too,  mv  dear  boy.  Mordaunt  Mar- 
toun,  I  have  scarce  heard  a  word  irom  your  moua 
these  six  months,  and  now  you  are  running  away 
from  me."  So  saying,  he  secured  him  with  bu  othi* 
hand. 

"  Nav,  now  he  has  got  us  both  in  tow,"  said  the  sea* 
man,  *^ there  js  nothing  for  it  but  hearing  nim  out, 
though  he  spins  aa  toupi  a  yam  as  ever  an  old  main 
Qf-war*s-man  twisted  on  the  watch  at  midnight" 

'*Nay,  now,  be  silent,  be  silent,  and  kt  one  of  os 
speak  at  once,"  said  the  poet,  imperatively ;  while 
Cleveland  and  Mordaunt,  looking  at  each  other  with 
a  ludicrous  expressioh  of  resignatwn  to  their  fate, 
waited  in  submission  for  the  wcU  luoown  and  inevita- 
ble tale.  "  I  will  tell  you  tl\  ibout  iw"  continued  Hal- 
cro. "I  was  knocked  about  the  world  like  o0«r 
Ofellowa»  doing  thi&  that,. and  t'other  for  a  llve- 
;  for,  thank  God,  I  could  turn  my  hand  to  any 
thing— but  loving  still  the  Muses  aa  much  as  if  the 
ungrateful  jados  nad  found  me,  like  so  many  block- 
heada,  irt  my  own  coach  and  six.  However,  I  held 
out  tin  my  cousin,  old  Lawrence  Unkletter,  died,  and 
left  me  the  bit  of  an  island  yoodpr :  although,  by  the 
way,  CuUmalindie  was  as  near  to  him  as  I  was ;  bat 
Lawrence  loved  wit,  though  he  had  little  of  his  own. 
Well,  he  left  me  the  wee  bit  island— it  is  as  barren  as 
Parnassus  itselfl    What  then?— I  have  a  penny  «o 

rid,  a  penny  to  keep  my  purse,  a  penny  to  ^ve  to 
poor— ay,  and  a  bed  and  a  bottle  for  a  friend,  as 
you  shall  know,  boys,  if  you  will  go  back  with  me 
when  this  merriment  is  over.— But  where  was  I  in  my  • 
story  ?" 

"Near  port,  I  hope,"  answered  Cleveland;  bat 
Halcro  was  too  determined  a  nanrator  to  be  mter- 
mpted  by  the  broadest  hint 

"O  ay,"  he  resumed,  with  the  self-satisfied  air  of 
one  who  has  recovered  the  thread  of  a  story,  "I  was 
in  my  old  lodgings  inRusscl  Street,  with  o{d Timothy 
Thimbleihwaite,  the  Master  Fashioner,  then  the  best 
known  man  about  town.  He  made  for  all  the  wita, 
and  for  the  dull  boobies  of  fortune  besides,  and  made 
the  one  pay  for  the  otjier.  He  never  denied  a  wit 
credit  save  in  jest,  or  for  the  sake  of  getting  a  repar- 
tee; and  he  was  in  correspondence  with  all  that  waa 
worth  knowina  about  town.  He  hod  letten  from 
Crowne,  and  Tate,  and  Priori  and  Tom  Brown,  and 
alt  the  famous  fellows  of  the  tmie,  with  such  pellets  of 
wit,  that  there  was  no  reading  them  without  taugb* 
ing  ready  to  die,  and  all  ending  with  craving  a  further 
term  for  payment" 

'*I  should  have  thought  &a  tailor  would  have  found 
that  isst  rather  serioas?*  said  Mordaunt 

"Not  a  bit— not  a  bit,"  replied  his  eulogist,  '*Tuii 
Thimblethwaite  (he  was  a  Cumberland-man  by  bulb) 
had  the  soul  of  a  prince— ay,  and  died  with  the  fortune 
of  one }  for  wo  betide  the  custard-gorged  alderman 
that  came  under  Tim's  goose,  after  he  had  ||(ot  one  of 
those  lettera-egad,  he  was  sure  to  pay  the  ktun  I  Wl^y 
Thimblethwaite  was  thought  to  be  the  origiual  of 
little  Tom  Bibber,  in  gIork>ui*  John's  comedy  of  the 
Wild  Gallant ;  and  I  know  Uiat  he  has  trusted,  ay, 
and  lent  John  money  to  boot  out  of  his  own  pocket 
at  a  time  when  all  his  fine  court  friends  blew  cokl 
enough.  He  trusted  me  too,  and  I  have  been  two 
months  on  the  score  at  a'  time  for  my  upper  room. 
To  be  sure.  I  was  obliging  in  his  wiur^not  that  I  ex- 
actly could  shape  or  sew,  nor  would  that  have  been 
decorous  for  a  gentleman  of  good  deaeent ;  but  I— eh, 
eh-rl  drew  bills— summed  up  the  books^' 

"Carried  home  th«  clothes  of  the  wits  and  alder- 
men, and  got  lodgmgfor  your  labour?"  interrupted 
Cleveland. 

"  No,  no— damn  it,  no^"  replied  Halcro ;  **  no  snch 
thing— you  put  me  out  in  my  story— where  was  I  ?" 

"Nay,  the  devil  help  you  to  (he  hititude."  saki  tht 


tBfiPsun. 


tdato 


Ctapt^i  tttBeadnff  hit  botton  horn  the  gripe  of  the  ' 
unmerciful  bard's  finger  and  thumb,  "for  I  hare  no 
time  to  cake  an  obeertation."    So  aaying^  he  bolted 
froiti  the  room. 

''.A  ailty^  ill-bred,  conceited  fool"  said  Halcro,  look- 
ing after  him ;  "  tviib  as  little  manners  as  wit  in  bis 
empty  coxcomb.  I  wonder  what  Magnus  and  these 
mUy  wenches  can  see  in  him— he  tells  such  damnable 
long-winded  stories,  too,  about  his  adventures  and 
iea-fight»~eTei7  eecond  word  a  lie,  I  ddobt  not. 
Mofdaunt  my  dear  boy,  take  example  by  that  man-*- 
Ihat  i^  take  warning  by  him^^erer  tell  long  stories 
•boat  yourself.  Yon  are  sometimes  given  to  talk  too 
much  about  your  own  exploits  on  crags  and  skerries, 
ind  the  like^  which  only  breaks  conversation,  and  pre- 
sents other  folk  ftom  being  heard.  Now  I  see  you 
tre  impatient  to  hear  out  what  I  waa  s«ying-^Stop, 
whereabouts  was  IT' 

"I  fear  we  must  put  it  t>K  Mr.  Hklcro,  until  after 
dinner,*'  said  Mordaunt,  wlio  also  meditated  hir 
escape,  thoush  deairous  oif  efl»eting  it  with  more  deli- 
caey  towards  his  old  acquaintance  than  Captain 
Cleveland  had  thought  it  necessary  to  ue^ 

*'Nay,  my  dear  bof,^  said  Halcro,  seeing  himself 
Alboat  to  be  utterly  deserted,  "  do  not  yon  leave  me  too 
— nefver  tftke  so  bad  an  example  as  to  set  Hght  by  o]|4 
'  aequaintancci  Mordaimt,  I  nave  wandered  many  a 
weary  step  in  my  day  but  they  were  always  lightened 
when  I  conld  get  hold  of  the  arm  of  an  old  friend  like 
yourself.'' 

So  saying,  he  quitted  the  youth's  coat,  and  sliding 
hb  hand  gently  under  his  arm,  grappled  him  more 
effectually  t  to  which  Mordaunt  submitted,  a  little 
Anoved  by  the  poet's  obeervation  upon  the  unKiildneto 
of  oM  eoqneinlanees,  under  which  he  himself  was  an 
"immediate  snfTerer.  But  wWen  Halcro  renewed  his 
fonmdable  question,  **  Whereabouts  was  IT'  Mor* 
daunt,  prefening  his  poetry  to  his  prose,  reminded 
him  of  the  song  which  he  said  he  had  written  upon 
his  first  leaving  Zetland,~a  song  to  which,  indeed, 
the  inquirer  was  no  stranger,  but  which,  as  it  must 
be  new  to  the  reader,  we  shall  here  insert  as  a  favour* 
aMe  specimen  of  the  poetical  powera  of  this  tuneful 
descendant  of  Haco  the  Golden-mouthed :  for,  in  the 
tomion  of  many  tolerable  Judges,  he  hela  a  respect- 
able rank  among  the  inmten  of  madras  of  the 
period,  and  was  as  well  qualified  to  give  immortality 
to  his  Nancies  of  the  hills  or  dales,  as  many  a  gentle 
aotmetteer  of  wit  and  (ileasure  about  town.  He  was 
something  of  a  musician  also,  and  on  the  present 
occasion  seized  upon  a  sort  of  lute,  and,  quitting  bis 
▼tctim,  prtpared  the  instrumen i  for  an  accompanimenti 
'  speaking  all  the  while  that  he  might  lose  no  time. 

*'  I  learned  the  lute^ he  said,  "from  the  same  man 
who  taught  honest  Shadwell--plump  Tom,  as  they 
us^  to  call  him— somewhat  rooffhly  treated  by  the 
fjlorious  John,  you  remember— Moidaunt  you  »- 
fltteiBDer-'- 


'MetUnlu  IMO  the  new  Arion  nil, 
Tm  lata  mUl  tMDibUDff  undariMafti  Vhif  nail  i 
At  th7  weli  •htfpea'(rtlninb,ifhimdMreto 
The  UMm  iqiiMk  for  fear,  Ui«  bsMW  rau.* 


Come,  I  am  indifferently  in  tune  now- 


,  .  -whatwasit 

to  be  7— ay,  I  remember-nay.  The  Lass  of  North- 
maven  is  the  ditty— poor  Bet  Stimbister  I  I  have 
called  her  Mary  in  the  versea  Betsy  does  well  for 
-tn  English  song ;  but  Mary  is  more  natural  h^" 
So  saying,  after  a  short  preJade,  he  sung,  with  a  tolo* 
rahle  voice  and  some  taste,  the  following  verses  i 

MART. 

FvBwsli  lolforthaMitiia, 

Grer  flillswicke^  flu«%relll 
To  the  calmft  of  thy  htyeo, 

The  ctormi  oo  thy  Ml— 
To  each  brMtt  that  oui  faiy 

The  mood  of  thr  vwn. 
And  to  thee,  boony  Maqr  1 

We  meet  not  acalh. 

"Which  Becott  oolildl&ftve, 
When  the  peelie  of  the  Skefir 

Wera  white  in  the  wave. 
Tberv't a«ud mv l«ok  oiSr 

These  wild  wavet  in  Tain— 
for  tlie  Aifr  of  her  lover- 
♦  Boe 


The  voivtfimlMk  broke,     ■ 
^  Od  tlie  wild  ctrrenu  Smg  them  i 
On  tiie  quiclcMnd  and  rock 

Let  the  mermaideni  linf  then. 
New  ffweetnee*  ther'll  five  her 

BewilderiiiK«trah»: 
But  thoie'a  one  who  wiU  never 

Believe  them  acain. 

O  were  there  an  island, 

Thonfb  ernrao  wild, 
▼here  woman  ooutd  «ni<e,  and 

No  man  be  beguiled- 
Too  temptinf  a  mare 

To  poor  morlale  wera  |rf  veOt 
i       And  the  hope  would  fix  then, 

That  ihould  anchox  on  ^eavea  I 

1  see  yoQ  are  softened,  my  young  friend,^'  sni 
Halcro,  when  he  had  finished  his  song;  "so  tM 
most  who  hear  that  same  ditty.  Words  and  nnaic 
both  mme  own  i  and,  without  saying  much  of  the  wit 
of  it,  there  k  a  sort  of  eh— eh— simplicity  and  tmih 
about  it,  which  gets  its  way  to  most  folk's  faeut 
Even  your  fether  cannot  resist  it--and  he  has  a  kceit 
as  impenetrable  to  poetry  and  song  as  Apollo  himidf 
ooQld  draw  an  arrow  against.  But  then  be  has  had 
some  ill  luck  in  bis  time  with  the  women-folk,  uii 
plsin  from  him  owing  them  such  a  gnidse— Ay,  if, 
there  the  charm  lies— none  of  us  but  has  felt  the  ssns 
sore  in  our  dsv.  But  oome,  my  dear  boy,  they  in 
mastering  in  the  hall,  men  and  women  both--plaffii 
as  they  ara^  we  should  get  on  ill  without  tkfeiB-ir 
before  we  go,  only  mark  the  last  turn— 

*  And  the  hope  wodtd  Bx  th«re,*« 
that  is,  in  the  supposed  island— a  pktce  which  nether 
was^or  will  be-- 

*  That  ahouid  anchor  on  heaven.* 
Now  you  see,  my  eood  young  man.  there  are  here 
none  of  your  heathenish  rants,  wnich  Rocbeffer, 
Etheridge^  and  these  wild  fellowsi  used  to  tarn 
together.  A  parson  might  sing  the  song;  and  hu 
clerk  bear  the  burden— out  there  is  the  eonknnm 
bell-^we  must  go  now— but  never  mind— we'U  pf 
into  a  quiet  comer  at  night,  and  I'll  tell  yM  «> 
about  it*' 


CHAPTER  XIII. 
FttU  in  thenidet  the  poliah'd  table  abinee, 


And  the  briffhl  nbleta,  rich  wiUi  i 

Now  each  partakea  Uie  feait,  the  wine  preparea, 
Portiona  the  food,  and  each  the  portion  aharea ; 
If  or  till  the  rafe  of  thirat  and  hunger  oeaaad,         _^^^ 
To  the  hifh  hoat  approached  the  ugaeioaa  gnaaL'-cMF*- 

Tm  hoq>itable  prolusion  of  Magnus  TroiPi  bo^ 
the  number  of  guests  who  feasted  in  the  halK  tM 
much  greater  number  of  retainers,  attendant^  ddiD' 
hie  friend^  and  domestics  o£  every  possible  dteoj- 
tion,  who  ^veiled  vrithoat,  vrith  the  multitude  d  tM 
still  poorer,  and  less  honoured  asaistonts,  who  cafl* 
from  every  hamlet  or  townshin  within  i^'^SFn!! 
round,  lo  ahare  the  bounty  of  the  munificent  VeeMt 
were  such  as  altogether  astonished  Triptolemtit  ie|- 
lowley,  and  made  him  internally  doubt  whether  » 
would  be  prudent  in  him  at  this  time,  and  omiu  w 
full  glow  of  his  hoepitalityr  to  oropose  to  the  beet  wM 
presided  over  such  a  splendid  banquet,  a  f*fW\ 
change  in  the  whole  customs  and  usages  oi*": 
wwntry.  *  .     .i^ 

True,  the  ssjsaeious  Triptoleimis  felt  coRspooi  tMi 
he  soesessed  m  hisovrn  person  wisdom  fareope^ 
to  that  of  all  the  a^mbled  faasters,  to  Bay  notnni 
of  the  landlord,  against  whose  prudence  the  ^S' 
lent  of  his  hospitality  fonned,  in  Yellowle/e  ei""J2 
sufficient  evidenoa  But  yet  the  Amphitryon  JJ^ 
whom  one  dines,  holds,  for  the  time  at  least,  en  nni 
ence  over  the  minds  of  his  most  disthigsisbed  ffUfw 
and  if  thedinner  be  ki  gosd  atyle  and  the  wines  of  a> 
right  quality,  it  is  humbling  to  see  that  neitker  art Q 
wisdom,  scarce  external  rank  itself;  can  sb'H'"^ 
natural  and  wonted  superiority  over  tbedtsiiiinrMrj 
these  cood  things  until  ooflee  has  been  brovgiu  " 
TriptoTemus  felt  the  foil  weight  of  this  temp^eT  <^ 
penority,  vet  he  was  desireus  to  do  sometmng  w 
might  vindicate  the  vaunts  be  had  made  to  iuf  fj^ 
I  and  hia  feUow-traveller,  and  he  atole  »  l<xA  ^1^2 
liiomtimetotinMb  tomark  whethsr.hs  wsiDO^^*^ 


o^r.  jpn.] 


THIS  PQ^TB* 


me  in  their  esteen\  fit>m  postponing  hia  piomised  leo- 
tore  on  the  enoFinities  ot  Zetland. 

But  Mrs.  Barbary  was  buailv  engaged  in  noting  aiid 
legUtering  the  waste  incurrea  in  such  an  entertain- 
niafit  a^  sne  had  probably  never  before  looked  upon, 
and  in  adnuring  the  host's  indifiference  to,  and  the 
guests'  ai>8oIute  nealigeoce  oi  those  rules  of  civiiity 
in  which  her  vouth  had  been  brought  up.  The  feasters 
desired  to  be  nelped  from  a  dish  which  was  unbroken, 
and  mighc  have  figured  at  supper,  with  as  much  free- 
dom as  if  it  had  undergone  the  ravages  of  half-a-do- 
zen guests ;  and  no  one  seemed  to  care— the  landlord 
himself  least  of  all— whether  those  dishes  only  were 
consumed,  which,  from  their  nature,  were  incapable 
of  re-appearance,  or  whether  the  assault  was  extended 
to  the  substantial  rounds  of  beef|  pasties,  and  so  forth, 
which,  by  the  rules  of  good  housewifery,  were  des- 
tined to  stand  two  attacks,  and  which,  therefore,  ac- 
eonling  to  Mrs.  Barbara's  ideas  of  politeness,  ouglit 
not  to  have  been  annihilated  by  the  guests  upon  the 
first  onset,  but  spared,  like  Outis  in  the  cave  of  Poly- 
l)hein  us,  to  be  devoured  the  lasL  Lost  in  the  medita- 
tions to  which  these  breaches  of  convivial  discipline 
gave  rise,  and  in  the  contemplation  of  an  ideal  larder 
of  cold  meat  which  she  could  have  saved  out  of  the 
wreck  of  roast,  boiled,  and  baked,  sufl^cient  to  have 
supplied  her  cupboard  for  at  lea^t  a  twelvemonth, 
mn.  Barbara  cared  very  little  whether  or  not  her  bro- 
ther supported  in  its  extent  the  character  which  he 
had  calculated  upon  assuming. 

Mordaunt  Mertoun  also  was  conversant  with  far 
other  thoughts,  than  those  which  regarded  the  pro- 
noted  reformer  of  Zetland  enormities.    His  seat  was 
aetwixt  two  blithe  maidens  of  Thule,  who,  not  tak- 
ing 9oom  that  he  had  upon  other  occasions  given  pre- 
fereace  to  the  daughters  of  the  TJdaller,  were  glad  of 
ihe  chance  which  assigned  to  them  the  attentv)ns,of 
m  dsanguished  a  gallant,  who,  as  being  their  squire 
at  tile  feast,  might  m  all  probability  become  their  part- 
ner in  the  subsequent  dance.    But.  whilst  rendering 
K)  his  fair  neighbours  all  the  usual  attentions  which 
•ociety  required,  Mordaunt  kept  up  a  covert,  but  ac- 
cvaie  and  close   observation,  upon  his  estranged 
friends,  Minna  and  Brenda.   The  Udaller  himself  had 
a  share  of  his  attention;  but  in  him  he  could  remark 
nothing,,  except  the  usual  tone  of  hearty  and  some- 
what boisterous  hospitality,  with  which  he  was  ac- 
customed to  animate  the  banquet  upon  all  such  occa- 
aous  of  general  festirity.    But  in  the  differing  mien 
of  the  two  maidens  there  was  much  more  room  ibr 
painful  remark. 

Captain  Cleveland  sat  betwixt  the  sisters,  was 
sedulous  in  his  attentions  to  both,  and  Mordaunt  was 
so  placed,  that  he  could  observe  all,  and  hear  a  great 
deal,  of  what  passed  between  them.  But  Cleveland's 
peculiar  regard  seemed  devoted  to  the  elder  sister.  Of 
this  the  younger  w^as  perhaps  conscious,  for  more 
than  once  her  eye  glanced  towards  Mordaunt,  and,  as 
he  thought,  with  something  in  it  which  resembled 
regret  for  the  interruption  of  their  intercourse,  and  a 
•ad  remembrance  of  former  and  morefnendly  times; 
while  Minna  was  exclusively  engrossed  bv  the  atien- 
fioas  of  her  neighbour ;  and  that  it  should  be  so,  filled 
Mordaunt  with  surprise  and  resentment. 

Minna,  the  serious,  the  prudent,  the  reserved, 
whose  countenance  and  manners  mdicated  so  much 
etevatioa  of  character— Minnn,  the  lover  of  solitude, 
and  of  those  paths  of  knowledge  in  which  men  walk 
best  without  company— the  enemy  of  light  mirth, 
the  friend  of  musing  melancholy,  and  the  frequenter 
of  fountain-heads  and  pathless  glens— she  whose 
character  seemed,  in  short,  the  very  reverse  of  that 
which  misfht  be  captivated  by  the  oold,  coarse,  and 
daring  gallantry  of  such  a  man  as  this  Captain  Clcvc- 
liod,  gave,, nevertheless,  her  eye  and  ear  to  him,  as 
ee  sat  beside  her  at  table,  with  an  interest  and  a 
9aciousnes8  of  attention,  which,  to  Mordaunt,  who 
WfrU  Knew  how  to  judge  of  her  feelings  by  her  mau- 
ler, intimated  a  degree  of  the  highest  favour.  He 
flhserved  this,  and  his  heart  rose  against  the  favourite 
by  whom  he  had  been  thus  superseded,  as  well  as 
gainst  Minna's  indiscreet  departure  from  her  own 
ttaractfif. 
'  What  is  there  about  the  man,"  be  said  within 


hinpseli;  *'  more  than  the  bold  and  daring  assumptioa 
of  importance  which  is  derived  from  success  in  petty 
enterprises,  and  the  exercise  of  petty  despotism  over 
a  ship's  crew  1— His  very  language  is  more  profes- 
sional than  is  used  by  the  supenor  officers  of  the 
British  navy;  and  the  wit  which  has  excited  m 
many  smiles,  seems  to  me  such  asi  Minna  would  not 
formerly  have  endured  for  an  instant.  Even  Brenda 
seems  less  taken  with  his  gaUantry  than  Minna, 
whom  it  should  have  suited  so  little.  ^ 

Mordaunt  was  doubk  mistaken  in  these  his  angir 
speculations.  In  the  first  place,  with  an  eye,  whicn 
was,  in  some  respects,  that  of  a  rival,  he  criticised 
far  too  severclv  the  manners  and  behaviour  of  Cap- 
tain Cleveland.  They  were  unpolished,  certainly; 
which  was  of  the  less  consequence  in  a  country  inha- 
bited bv  so  plain  and  simple  a  race  as  the  ancient 
ZeUanders.  On  the  other  hand,  there  was  an  open, 
naval  franknesa  in  Cleveland*s  bearing— much  natu- 
ral shrewdness— some  appropriate  humour— an  un- 
doubung  confidence  in  himself— and  that  enterprising 
hardihood  of  disposition,  which,  without  any  othsf 
recommendable  quality,  very  often  leads  to  success 
with  the  fair  sex.  But  Mordaunt  was  farther  mis- 
taken, in  supposing  that  Cleveland  was  likely  to  be 
disagreeable  to  Minna  Troil,  on  account  of  the  oppo- 
sition of  their  characters  in  so  many  material  parti- 
culars. Had  his  knowledge  of  the  world  been  a  Uldb 
more  extensive,  he  might  have  observed,  that  M 
unions  are  often  formed  betwixt  couples  differing  i^ 
complexion  and  statura^  they  take  place  still,  mora 
frequently  betwixt  persons  totally  difiering  in  feel- 
ings, in  taste,  in  purefiita,  and  in  underatanoing;  and 
it  would  not  be  saying,  perhaps,  too  miuch,  to  avert 
that  two-thirds  of  the  marriages  around  us  have  been 
contracted  betwixt  persons,  who,  judging  a  priori, 
we  should  have  thought  had  scarce  any  charms  for 
each  other. 

A  moral  and  primarv  cause  mig^t  be  easily  as- 
signed for  these  aoomaTies,  in  the  wise  dispensations 
of  Providence^  that  the  general  balance  of  wit,  wis- 
dom, and  amiable  quahties  of  all  kinds,  should  oe 
kept  up  through  society  at  large.  For,  what  a  world 
were  it,  if  the  wise  were  to  intermarry  only  with  the 
wise,  the  learned  with  the  learned,  the  amiable  with 
the  amiable,  nay,  even  the  handsome  with  the  hand- 
some 1  andj  is  it  not  evident,  that  the  degraded  castes 
of  the  foolish,  the  ignorant,  the  brutal,  and  the  de-  ; 
formed,  (comprehending,  by  the  way,  far  the  greater 
portion  of  mankind,),  must,  when  condemned  to  ex- 
clusive intercourse  with  each  other,  become  graduallf 
as  much  brutalized  in  person  and  disposition  as  so 
many  oorang-outangs  1  Whan,  therefore,  we  see  that 
"sentle  joined  to  the  rude,**  we  may  lament  the  fate 
of  the  siiirering  individual,  but  we  must  not  the  lean 
admire  the  mvsterious  disposition  of  that  wise  Provi- 
dence which,  thus  balances  the  moral  good  and  evil 
of  life  j-;- which  secures  for  a  family,  unhappy  in  the 
dispositions  of  one  parent,  a  share  of  better  and 
sweeter  blood,  transmitted  from  the  other,  and  pre- 
serves to  the  offspring  the  affectionate  care  and  pro- 
tection of  at  least  one  of  those  from  whom  it  is  nati>- 
rally  due.  Without  the  frequent  occurrence  of  such 
alliances  and  unions— mis- sorted  as  they  seem  at 
firet  sisht— the  world  could  not  be  that  for  which 
Eternal  Wisdom  has  designed  il— a  place  of  mixed 
ffood  and  evil— a  place  of  trial  at  once,  and  bf  suffer- 
ing, where  even  the  worat  ills  are  checkered  with 
something  that  rcndere  them  tolerable  to  humble  and 
patient  minds,  and  where  the  best  blessings  carry 
with  them  a  necessary  alloy  of  embittering  depre- 
ciation. 

When,  indeed,  we  look  a  little  closer  on  the  causos 
of  those  unexpected  and  ill-suited  attachments,  we 
have  occasion  to  acknowledge,  that  the  means  by 
which  they  are  produ^  do  not  infer  that  complete, 
departure  from,  or  inconsistency  with,  the  character 
of  the  parties,  which  we  mi^ht  expect  when  thexesult 
alone  is  contemplated.  The  wise  purposes  which 
Providence  appeare  to  have  had  in  view,  by  permit 
tine  such  intermixture  of  dispositions,  tempera,  and 
understandings,  in  the  married  state,  are  not  accent 
plished  by  any  mysterious  impulse  by  which,  in  con- 
trediction  to  the  ordinary  laws  of  oaturei  men  or  wo* 
16 
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men  are  nrged  to  a  union  with  those  wdom  the 
•  world  see  to  be  unsuitable  to  them.  The  freedom  of 
will  ia  permitted  to  us  in  the  occurrences  of  ordinary 
lifa  as  m  our  moral  conduct;  and  in  the  former  as 
well  as  the  latter  case,  is  often  the  means  of  mis- 
guiding those  who  posseas  iL  Thus  it  usually  hap- 
pens, more  espedally  to  the  enthusiastic  and  imagi- 
native, that,  having  formed  a  picture  of  admiration 
in  their  own  mind,  thev  too  often  deceive  themselves 
by  some  faint  resemblance  in  some  existing  being, 
whom  their  fancv,  as  speedily  as  gratuitously,  invests 
'  with  all  the  attributes  necessary  to  complete  the  beau 
idUal  of  menial  perfection.  No  one,  perhaps,  even  in 
the  happiest  marriage,  with  an  object  really  beloved, 
ever  discovered  by  experience  all  the  quahties  he  ex- 
pected to  possess;  but  in  far  too  many  cases,  he  finds 
he  has  practised  a  much  higher  degree  of  mental  de- 
ception, and  has  erected  his  airy  castle  of  felicity  upon 
some  rainbow,  which  owed  its  very  existence  only  to 
the  peculiar  state  of  the  atmosphere. 

Thus,*  Mordaunt  if  better  acquainted  with  life,  and 
with  the  course  of  human  things,  would  have  been 
little  surprised  that  such  a  man  as  Cleveland,  hand- 
some, bold,  and  animated,— a  man  who  had  obvious- 
lir-livec^  in  danger,  and  who  spoke  of  it  as  sport, 
tnonld  have  been  invested,  by  a  girl  of  Minna's  fanci- 
fhl  disposition,  With  an  extensive  share  of  those  auali- 
ties,  which,  in  her  active  imagmation,  were  held  to ' 
fill  up  the  accomplishment  of  a  heroic  character. 
Trtie  plain  bluntncss  of  his  manner,  if  remote  from 
courtesy,  appeared  at  least  as  widely  different  from 
deceit ;  and,  unfashioncd  as  he  seemed  by  forms,  he 
had  enough  both  of  natural  sense,  and  natural  good- 
breeding,  to  support  the  delusion  he  had  created,  at 
loast  as  far  as  externals  were  concerned. .  It  is  scarce 
necessary  to  add,  that  these  observations  apply  ex- 
duaively  to  what  are  called  love-matches;  for  when 
either  party  fix  their  attachment  upon  the  substan-' 
dal  comforts  of  a  rental,  or  a  jointure  they  cannot 
be  disappointed  in  ,the  acquisition,  although  they 
Biay  be  cruelly  so  in  their  over-estimation  of  the 
happiness  it  was  to  afford,  or  in  having  too  sHghtly 
anticipated  the  disadvantages  with  which  it  was  to 
to  be  attended. 

Having  a  certain  partiality-  for  the  dark  Beauty 
whom  we  have  described,  we  have  willingly  dedicated 
this  digression,  in  order  to  account  for  a  lino  of  conduct 
which  we  allow  to  seem  absolutely  unnatural  in  such 
a  narrative  as  the  present,  though  the  most  common 
event  inordinary  life;  namely,  m  Minna's  appearing 
to  have  over-estimated  the  taste,  talent,  and  abilitvof 
a  handsome  young  mon,  who  was  dedicating  to  her 
Ms  whole  time  and  attention,  and  whose  nomage 
rendered  her  the  envy  of  almost  all  the  other  youn^ 
women  of  that  numerous  party.  Perhaps,  if  our  fair 
leaders  will  take  the  trouble  to  consult  their  own 
bosoms,  they  will  be  disposed  to  allow,  that  the  dis- 
tinguished good  taste  exhibited  by  any  individual,  who, 
twhen  his  attentions  would  be  agreeable  to  a  whole 
circle  of  rivals,  selects  one  as  their  individual  object, 
entitles  him,  on  the  footing  of  reciprocity,  if  on  no 
other,  to  a  large  share  of  that  indiviauars  favourable, 
and  even  partial,  esteem.  At  any  rate,  if  the  character 
shall,  after  all,  be  deemed  inconsistent  and  unnaturnl. 
il  concerns  not  us,  who  record  the  facts  as  we  find 
them,  and  pretend  no  privilege  for  bringing  closer  to 
nature  those  incidents  which  may  seem  to  diverge 
ftom  it ;  or  for  reducing  to  consistence  that  most 
inconsistent  of  all  created  things— the  heart  of  a  beau- 
tiful and  admired  female. 

Necessity,  which  leaches  aU  the  liberal  arts,  can 
render  us  also  adepts  in  dissimulation ;  and  Mor- 
daunt. thougli  a  novice,  failed  not  to  profit  in  her 
school.  It  was  manifest,  that  in  order  to  observe  the 
demeanour  of  those  on  whom  his  attention  was  fixed, 
he  must  needs  put  constraint  on  his  own,  and  appear, 
at  least,  so  much  engaged  with  the  damsels  betwixt 
wnom  he  sat,  that  Minna  and  Brcnda  should  suppose 
him  indifferent  to  what  was  passing. around  him.  The 
ready  cheerfulness  of  Maddie  and  Clara  Groatsettara, 
who  were  esteemed  considerable  fortunes  in  the 
uland,  and  were  at  this  moment  too  happy  in  feeling 
themselves  seated  somewhat  beyond  the  sphere  of 
ngilance  influenced  bv  their  aunt,  the  good  old  Lady 
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Qlowromm,  met  and  requited  the  attempts  which 
Mordaunt  made  to  be  lively  and  entertaining;  and 
they  were  soon  engaged  in  a  gay  conversation,  to 
which,  as  usual  on  such  occasions,  the  gentleman 
contributed  wit,  or  what  passes*  for  such,  and  the 
ladies  theb'  prompt  laughter  and  liberal  applansb 
But,  amidst  this  seeming  mirth,  Mordaunt  failed  not, 
from  time  to  time,  as  covertly  as  he  might,  to  observe 
the  conduct  of  the  two  daughters  of  Magnas ;  and 
still  it  appeared  as  if  the,  elder,  wrapt  up  in  ihe  con- 
versation of  Cleveland,  did  not  cast  away  a  thought 
on  the  rest  of  the  company ;  and  as  if  Brenda,  more 
openly  as  she  conceived  his  attention  withdrawn 
from  her,  looked  with  an  expression  both  anxious  and 
melancholy  towards  the  group  of  which  he  himself 
formed  a  part.  He  was  much  moved  by  the  diffidence, 
as  well  as  the  trouble,  which  her  looks  seemed  to  con- 
vey, and  tacitly  formed  the  resolution  of  seeking  i 
more  full  explanation  with  her  in  the  course  of  the 
evening.  Noma,  he  remembered,  had  stated  that 
these  two  amiable  young  women  were  in  danger,  the 
natui-e  of  which  she  left  unexplained,  but  wnicn  he 
suspected  to  arise  out  of  their  mistaking  the  character 
of  this  daring  and  all  engrossing  stranger;  and  he 
secretly  resolved,  that,  if  possible,  he  would  be  the 
means  of  detecting  Cleveland,  ana  of  saving  his  eady 
friends. 

As  he  revolved"  these  thoughts,  his  attention  to  the 
Miss  Groatsettara  gradually  diminished,  and  perhapa 
he  might  tiltogether  have  forgotten  the  necessity  of 
his  appearing  an  uninterested  spectator  of  what  wu 
passing,  hadnot  the  siimal  been  given  for  the  ladice 
retiring  from  table. ,  Minna,  with  a  native  grace,  and 
somewhat  of  stateliness  in  her  manner,  bent  her  head 
to  the  company  in  general,  with  a  kinder  and  mors 

S articular  expression  as  her  eye  reached  Cleveland. 
Irenda,  with  the  blush  which  attended  her  slightest 
personal  exertion  when  exposed  to  the  eyes  of  othen^ 
hurried  through  the  same  departing  salutation  widi 
an  embarrassment  which  almost  amounted  to  awk- 
wardness, but  which  her  youth  and  timidity  rendered 
at  once  natural  and  interesting.  Again  Mordaunt 
thought  that  her  eye  distinguished  him  amidst  lAc 
numerous  company.  For  the  first  time  he  ventweB 
toencounter  and  to  return  the  glance;  and  the  too- 
sciousness  that  he  had  done  so  doubled  the  glow  of 
Brcnda's  countenance,  while  something  resemblins 
displeasure  was  blended  with  her  emotion. 

when  the  ladies  had  retired,  the  men  betook  theift* 
seNes  to  the  deep  and  serious  diinking,  which,  aocojd* 
ing  to  the  fashion  of  the  times,  preceded  the  evenioS 
exercise  of  the  donee.  Old  Magnus  himself,  by  pre- 
cept and  example,  cxhoned  them  "  to  make  the  brtl 
use  of  their  time,  since  (h(^  ladies  would  soon  summoa 
them  to  shake  their  fcez^  At  ihe  same  time  givin; 
the  signal, to  a  gray-headed- domestic,  who  sfooti  Be- 
hind him  in  the  dress  of  a  Dantzic  skipper,  and  who 
added  to  mony  other  occupations  thai  of  butler,  "Krc 
Scambester/'  he  said,  "has  the  good  ship  the  Jouf 
Mariner  of  Canton,  got  her  cargo  on  board  ?"         , 

"  Chokeful  loaded?'  answered  the  Ganymede  of 
Burgh-Westra,  "with  good  Nantz,  Jamaica  nigari 
Portugal  lemons,  not  to  mention  nutmeg  and  toaaii 
and  water  taken  in  from  the  Shellicoat  spring.'       . 

Loud  imd  long  laughed  the  guests  nt  this  prated  anj! 
regular  jest  betwixt  the  Udnller  and  his  butJer,  whiai 
always  served  as  a  preface  to  the  introduction  Oi.« 
puncn-bowl  of  enormous  sire,  the  gift  of  the  captain 
of  one  of 'the  Honourable  Kast  India'  Comfar.yJ 
vessels, which,  bound  from  China  homeward,  hoa 
been  driven  north-about  by  stress  of  weather  inte 
Lerwick-bay,  aod  had  there  contrived  to  get  nq  oi 
part  of  the  cargo,  without  very  scrupulously  reckoning 
for  the  King's  duties.  ,, 

Magnus  Troil,  having  been  a  large  customer,  bcFi'J<* 
otherwise  obliging  Captain  Coolie,  had  hecn  "'"'"J-'j 
rattxl.  on  the  departure  of  the  ship,  with  this  pplenflio 
vehicle  of  conviviality,  at  the  very  sight  of  whirn,  a 
old  Eric  Sea mbester  bent  under  its  weight,  a  n^'JJ"",'? 
of  opplause  ran  through  the  company.  The  good  oio 
toasts  dedicated  to  the  proppentv  of  Zelbna,  'J^fJ 
then  honoured  with  flowing  bumpers.  *'I)catn  w 
the  head  that  never  wears  hairr  was  a  srniim^" 
quaf!'cd  to  the  success  of  the  fishing,  as  pruposctt  vj 
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I  voiee  of  the  UdtlW.  Clmd  Hakro  pro- 

poaed  with  general  applause,  "  The  heahh  of  their 
wtMthy  landmaater,  the  sweet  aister  meat-rniatreaMS ; 
health  to  man,  death  to  fiah,  and  growth  to  the  pro- 
duee  of  the  ground."  The  eama  recurring  aentimaot 
waa  propoaea  mora  conctaely  by  a  whiteheaded  com- 
peer of  Magnua  Troil.  in  the  worda,  "God  open  the 
mouth  of  the  gray  fin,  and  heap  hia  hand  aboot  the 

Full  ^iportunUy  waa  a0orded  to  all  to  honour  these 
intereating  toaata.  Those  nearest  the  capaciooa 
Medtterranoan  of  punch,  were  accomoiodated  by  the 
Cdaller  with  their  portions,  diapenaed  in  huae  rum- 
mer ^aaea  by  hia  own  hoapitaole  hand,  whilat  they 
who  sat  at  a  greater  diatanoe  replenished  their  cups 
by  meana  of  a  rich  silver  flagon,  facetiously  called  the 
nnnaee;  which,  filled  occasionally  at  the  bowl, 
served  to  diapeoae  ita  liquid  treaaurea  to  the  more  re- 
noca  parts  octho  table,  and  occaaioned  many  right 
merry  jeata  on  ita  firaquent  voyagea.  The  commerce 
of  die  Zstlandera  with  foreign  vesaela.  and  home- 
watd-bound  Weat  Indiaman,  had  eany  served  to 
introduce  among  tbem  the  general  iiaeof  thegeneroua 
beverage  with  which  the^  Jolly  Mariner  of  Canton 
waa  loaded  i  nor  waa  there  a  tnan  in  the  archipelago 
of  Thule  mora  akilled  in  eorobining  ita  rich  ingredt- 
eua,  than  old  Eric  Scambeaier,  who  indeea  waa 
known  far  and  wide  through  theislea  by  the  name  o£ 
tbe  Punch-nakar,  after  the  fashion  of  the  ancient 
Korwegiana,  who  oonfenad  on  RoUo  the  Walker,  and 
0^  herooa  of  thair  strain^  epitheta  expreaaive  of  ihe 
fcaia  of  acreogth  or  dextanty  in  which  they  excelled 
illaiher  men.  ... 

TVs  sood  hquor  waa  not  alow  m  performing  its 
oftea  of  exhilaration,  and^  aa  the  revel  advanced, 
90mt  ancient  Norse  drinkmg-songs  were  eung  with 
niat  tfect  by  the  gueata,  lending  to  ahow»  that  i^ 
Don  wantof  exerciae,  tha  martial  virtues  of  their  an- 
eatan  had  decayed  among  theZetlandera,  they  could 
stdf  actively  ana  intensely  enioy  so  much  of  tbeplea- 
saras  of  Valhalla  as  oonaiated  in  quaffing  the  oceana 
of  mead  and  brown  ale.  which  were  promised, by 
Odin  to  thoae  who  shoald  ahare  his  Scandinavian 
Mradise.  At  length,  excited  by  the  cup  and  song,  the 
diffident  grew  bmd,  and  the  modeat  loquacioua^all 
became  deairooa  of  talking,  and  none  were,  willing  to 
tiaten— each  man  mounted  his  own  special  hobby- 
horae,  and  began  eagerly  to  call  on  his  neighboura  to 
witoeaa  hia  agility.  Amongst  others,  the  tittle  baid, 
who  had  now  got  next  to  our  friend  Mordaunt  Mor- 
tom,  evinced  a  poaitiva  determination  to  commence 
•  and  conclude,  in  all  itabngitode  and  latitude,  the  story 
of  hia  introduction  to  glorious  John  Dryden;  and 
Triptolemua  Yellowley,  aa  his  spirits  arose,  leaking 
oif  a  feehng  of  involuntary  awe,  with  which  he  was 
iaipreaaed  or  the  opulence  indicated  in  all  he  saw 
around  him,  as  wail  as  by  the  reapectpaid  to  Magnus 
Tmil  by  the  aasamblad  gueata,  brgan  to  broach,  to 
the  astonished  and  aomewhat  offended,  Udaller,8onie 
of  those  projects  for  ameliorating  the  islands,  which 
he  bad  boasted  of  to  his  feUow-travellera  upon  their 
joumpy  of  the  morning. 

But  the  innovatkona  whi<^  ha  auggeated,  and  the 
reoeptioa  which  (bey  met  with  at  the  bond  of  Magnus 
TWa,  most  be  told  m  the  next  Chapter. 

CHAPTER  XIV. 
V«*I1  k«ef»  o«r  envtomt-whftt  it  law  tUelf, 
But  old  evtatrfitti'd  curtoni  What  reliffion^ 
n  rneao,  with  oiM-haif  of  Uie  rom  Uiat  uae  it.) 
9HV9  thd  mod  a«e  and  wont  tlial  carries  them  , 
To  worship  bow  ami  where  their  Athcra  worthipp'dl 
AIJ  ihins*  reaolr«  in  enatom-we'll  keepourt.       ^  _ 

Old  Plaf. 

Wk  left  the  company  of  Magnna  Troil  engaged  in 
UA  wassail  and  revelry.  Mordaunt,  who,like  hia 
uDier.  shunned  the  faaiive  cua  did  not  partake  in  the 
dttefffulneaa  which  the  ship  difluaed  among  the  gueata 
■  they  anloaded  it,  and  the  pinnace,  as  it  circumna- 
npated  the  table.  But,  in  low  spirita  as  he  seemed, 
1m  was  the  more  meet  prey  for  the  atory-telhng  Hal- 
en,  who  had  fixed  upon  him,  as  in  a  favourable  state 
Id  pby  the  part  of  listens,  with  something  of 'the 
*  See  Bibberfs  Drntrtptiot  of  the  Zeilaod  lalanda,  p.  4101 


aama  inHSnct  that  diiacta  the  hooded  crow  tolha  «ek 
sheep  among  the  flocic,  which  will  most  paiiendy 
puffer  iiaelf  to  be  maue  a  prey  of.  Joyfully  dkl  tho 
poet  avail  himself  of  the  advaniages  efibrded  by  Mor 
daunt's  abaenoe  of  mind,  and  unwiltingneaa  to  exert 
himaelf  in  meaanrea  of  active  defence.  With  the  on- 
fauins  dexterity  pecuiiar.to  i>rDaera,  he  contrived  to 
drtbbTa  out  his  tale  to  double  its  usual  length,  by  the 
exerciae  of  the  pnviiege  of  unlimited  digreaaiona;  aa 
that  the  story,  {ike  a  horse  on  the  frond  pa*^  aaemad 
to  be  advancing  with  rapidity,  ^hile,  in  reality,  it 
ecaroe  waa  progreseive  at  the  rate  of  a  yard  in  tha 
quarter  of  an  hour.  At  length,  however, lie  had  dia- 
cusaed,  in  all  iu  varioaa  hearinga  and  relations,  tha 
hiatory  of  hia  friendly  landlord,  the  master  faahioner 
in  Ruasel-street,  includmg  a  abort  akctch  of  five  of 
hia  relational  and  aneodotea  of  three  of  his  principal 
rivals  together  with  aome  general  observationa  vpoh 
the  dress  and  fashion  of  the  period;  and  having 
marched  thua  far  through  the  environs  and  outwbrka 
of  hia  aiory.  ha  arrived  at  the  body  of  tha  plaoey  for  eo 
the  Wita'  CofTeehouse  might  be  termed.  He  pauaad 
on  the  threshold,  however,  to  explain  the  nature  of 
hia  landloid'a  rijght  oocaaionally  to  intrude  himadi 
into  thia  well-known  temple  of  rhe  Muaea. 
'/It  consisted,"  said  Halcrp,  "in  the  two  principal 

Eointa,  of  bearing  and  forbearing;  for  my  friend  Thim* 
lethwaite  waa  a  peraon  of  wit  himself,  and  never 
quarrelled  with  any  jeat  which  the  wags  who  fVe- 
quented  that  houae  were  flin^ng  about,  like  aquiba 
and  crackers  on  a  rejoicing  night;  and  then,  though 
some  of  the  wita->-«y,  and  I  dare  aay  the  greater  num* 
her,  might  have  had  some  deahngs  with  him  in  tha 
way  of  trade,  he  never  was  thenefaon  to  put  any  man 
of  genius  in  unpleasant  rememhrence  of  such  triflea. 
And  though,  my  dear  young  Maater  Mordaunt,  you 
may  think  thia  is  butorainary  civility,  becauaoin  this 
country  it  happens  seldom  that  there  ia  either  muc|i 
borrowing  or  lending,  and  because,  praised  be 
Heaven,  there  are  neither  bailifla  nor  sheriff-offioera 
to  take  a  poor  fellow  by  the  neok,  and  because  there 
are  no  priaona  to  put  him  into  when  they  have  dona 
so,  yet,  fet  me  tdl  you,  that  such  a  lamblike  forbear 
ance  aa  that  of  my  poor,  dear,  deceased  landlord, 
Thimblethwaite,  ia  tnuy  uncommon  within  the  Lon» 
don  billa  ol  mortality.  I  could  tell  you  of  such  thinga 
that  have  happened  even  to  myaelf^  aa  well  aa  otbera, 
with  theae  curaed  London  tradeamen,  aa  would  maka 
your  hair  stand  on  end.~Bttt  what  thedevil  has  putoU 
Magnua  into  aoch  note  1  he  ahouta  aa  if  he  were  try- 
insf  his  vdice  againat  a  north- weat  gale  of  wind." 

Loud  indeed  waa  the  roar  of  tho  old  Udaller,  wb^ 
worn  out  of  patience  by  the  schemes  of  improvement 
which  the  factor  waa  now  undauntedly  pressing  upon 
hia  conaideration,  he  anawered  him,  (to  uae  an  Os- 
aianic  phraae,)  like  a  wave  upon  a  rock. 

"  Trees,  Sir  Factor— talk  not  to  me  of  trcca !  I  care 
not  though  there  never  be  one  on  the  island,  tall 
enough  to  hang  a  coxcomb  upon.  We  will  have  no 
trees  out  thoae  that  rise  in  our  iiavens— the  good  treea 
that  have  yarda  for  bougha,  and  atanding-ngging  for 
leavoe." 

"  But  touching  the  draining  of  the  lake  of  Braebaa- 
ter,  whereof  I  apoke  to  you,  Maater  Magnua  Troil," 
aaid  the  peraevering  agriculturist,  *'whilk  I  opine 
would  be  of  so  much  consequence,  there  are  two 
waya-Hiown  the  Linklater  ^en,  or  by  the  Scalmaa- 
ter  burn.    Now,  having  taken  the  level  of  both"— • 

'*  There  is  a  third  way,  Maater  Vellowley«"  an 
awered  the  landlord. 

"  I  profeaa  I  can  see  none,"  replied  Triptolemiia, 
with  as  much  good  faith  aa  a  joker  could  deaire  in 
the  subject  of  his  wit,  "  in  lespect  that  the  hill  called 
Braebaster  on  the  aouth,  and  ane  high  bank  on  ihe 
north,  of  whilk  I  cannot  carry  the  name  rightly  in  my 
head" ' 

"  Do  not  tall  us  of  hills  and  banks,  Master  Yellow 
ley*— there  is  a  third  way  of  draining  the  loch,  and  it 
IS  the  only  way  that  shall  be  tried  in  my  day.  Vou 
say  my  TiOrd  Chamberlain  and  I  are  the  joint  propri- 
etors— so  be  it—let  each  of  us  start  an  equal  propoi 
tion  of  brandy,  Hmc-juice,  and' sugar,  into  the  loch— a 
ship's  cargo  or  two  will  do  the  joh--iet  ua  aasemblea.i 
the  jolly  UdaUera,  ol  the  country,  andon  twenty-four 
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BooTi  yoa  shall  Me  dry  ground  wfiere  the  .och  of  Brse- 
0aat6r  now  is." 

,  A  loud  Inugh  of  applause,  which  for  a  time  actuellv 
9ilniced  TriptoiemuflL  attended  a  jest  so  rery  well 
suited  to  time  and  p]Bne~>a  Jolly  toast  was  given— a 
merry  song  was  sung—the  shipunloatled  her  sweets— 
the  pinnace  made  its  genial  rounds— the  duet  betwixt 
Magnus  and  Triptolemua,  which  had  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  whole  company  from  its  superior  ve- 
hemence, now  once  more  sunk,  and  xne^ged  into  the 
general  hum  of  the  convivial  table,  and  the  poet  Hal- 
cro  again  resumed  his  usurped  possession  of  the  ear  of 
Mordaant  Mertoun. 

"Whereabouts  was  1 T'  he  said,  with  a  tone  which 
expressed  to  his  weary  listener  more  plainly  than 
words  could,  how  much  of  his  desultory  tale  yet  re- 
n>aiiied  to  he  told.  "  O,  I  remember— we  were  just  at 
the  door  of  the  Wits'  Coffeehouse— it  was  sst  up  by 
one" 

"Nay,  but,  my  dear  Master  Halcro,"  said  his 
hearer,  somewhac  impatiently,  '*I  am  desirous  to  hear 
of  your  meeting  with  Dryden." 

*'What,  with  glorious  John  ?— true— ay— where 
was  1 7  At  the  Wits*  Cofieebouse— Well,  m  at  the 
door  we  got— the  waiters,  and  so  forth,  staring  at 
lAe;  for  as  to  Thimblethwaite,  honest  fellow,  his 
was  a  well-known  fooe.— I  can  tell  you  a  story  about 
thst" 

"Nay,  bat  John  Drydenf*  said  Mordaunt,  in  a  tone 
mhtch  deprecated  further  digiesiiion. 

^'Ay,  ay,  glorious  John— where  was  I?— Wdl,  as 
we  stood  close  by  the  bar,  where  one  fellow  sat  grind- 
mg  of  coffee,  ond  another  putting  u|>  tobacco  into 
penny  parcole—a  pipe  andra  dish  cost  just  a  penny- 
then  and  there  it  was  that  I  had  the  first  peep  of  him. 
One  Dennis  sat  near  him,  who" 

**Nay,  but  John  Dryden— what  like  was  he  f*  de- 
manded Mordaunt 

"Like  a  little  fat  old  man,  with  his  own  gniy  hair, 
and  in  a  full- trimmed  black  suit,  that  sat  dose  as  a 
glove.  Honest  Thimblethwaite  let  no  one  but  him- 
self shape  for  glorious  John,  and  he  had  a  slashing 
hand  at  a  sleeve,  I  promise  you— But  there  is  no  get- 
ting a  mouthful  of  common  sense  spoken  here— a— n 
tliat  Scotchman,  he  and  old  Magnus  are  at  it  afcain !" 

It  was  very  true ;  and  although  the  interrupaon  did 
sot  resemble  a  thunder-  clop,  to  which  the  former  sten- 
torian exclamation  of  the  Udaller  might  have  been 
likened,  it  was  a  close  and  clamorous  dispute,  main- 
tained by  question,  answer,  retort,  and  repartee,  as 
closely  huddled  upon  each  other  as  the  sounds  which 
announce  from  a  distance  a  close  and  sustained  fire  of 
musketry. 

"Hear  reason,  sir?"  said  the  Udaller;  "we  will 
hear  reason,  and  speak  rcoson  too;  and  if  reason  fall 
short,  vou  snail  have  rhyme  to  bool.-^Ha,  my  little 
frirnd  Halcro !" 

•  Though  cut  off  in  the  middle  of  his  best  story,  (if 
that  could  be  said  to  have  a  middle,  which  had  nei* 
ther  beginning  nor  end,}  the  bard  bristled  tip  at  the 
summons,  like  a  corps  ot  light  infantry  when  ordered 

3>  to  the  support  of  the  grenadiers,  looked  smart, 
apped  the  table  with  his  hand,  and  denoted  his  bc- 
commg  readiness  to  back  his  hospitable  landlord,  as 
becomes  a  well- entertained  guest.  Triptolemus  was 
a  little  daunted  at  thiereinforcemont  of  his  adversary; 
he  paused,  like  a  cautious  general,  in  the  sweef  ing 
attack  which  he  had  commenced  on  the  peculiar 
usages  of  Zetland,  and  spoke  not  again  antil  the 
Udaller  poked  him  with  the  insulting  query,  "Where 
is  yuur  reason  now,  Master  Yellowley.  that  you  were 
deafening  me  with  a  moment  since  T 

"  Be  but  patient,  worthy  sir,"  replied  the  agriculta- 
list:  "  what  on  earth  can  you  or  any  other  man  say 
in  diifenoe  of  that  thing  you  call  a  plough,  in  this 
liiin(k?d  country?  Why,  even  the  savage  Highland- 
men,  in  Caithness  and  Sutherland,  cany  make  more 
work,  and  better,  with  their  gaseromh,  or  whatever 
they  call  it." 

*^But  what  ails  you  at  it,  sir?"  said  the  Udaller; 
"  let  roe  hear  your  objections  to  it.  It  tills  our  land, 
and  what  would  ye  more?" 

"It  hath  but  one  handle  or  stilt,"  replied  Triptole- 


'*  And  who  the  devft^^Mud  the  tioet,  aiftraig  at  knm. 
thing  smart,  would  wish  to  need  a  pair  of  stilts  if  he 
can  manage  to  walk  with  a  single  one?" 

"Or  tdl  me,"  said  Magnus  Troil,  "  how  it  wercpos 
sihle  for  Neil  of  Lupness^  that  lost  one  arm  by  hisftti 
from  the  crag  of  Nekbneckan,  to  manage  a  ploagh 
with  two  handles?" 

**  The  harness  is  of  raw  leaKskin,"  said  Triptele- 
mus. 

"It  will  save  dressed  leather,**  answered  Magnv 
Troil. 

"It  is  drawn  by  four  wretched  bullockek"  said  the 
agriculturist,  "that  are  yoked  brea^-fashion ;  tad 
two  women  must  follow  this  unhappy  insfnimeoL 
and  complete  the  furrows  with  a  couple  of  shovria." 

"Drink  about,  Master  Tellowley.''^  said  the  Udal- 
ler; "and,  as  you  say  in  Scotland,  never  fash  foot 
thuipb.'  Our  cattle  are  too  high-spinted  to  let  one  m 
before  the  other ;  our  men  are  too  gentle  and  wd- 
nurnired  to  take  the  working-fiekl  witbont  the  wo* 
men's  company ;  our  ploughs  till  our  land— our  Ind 
bears  us  barley ;  we  brew  our  ale,  eat  our  bread  tad 
make  strangers  welcome  to  their  share  of  it  Hci^i 
to  you.  Master  Yellowley." 

This  was  said  in  a  tone  meant  to  be  decisive  of  d» 

3iiefltion  {and,  accordingly,  Halcro  whisooned  to  Moi* 
aunt,  "That  has  settled  the  matter,  and  now  weni 
get  on  with  glorious  John.— There  he  sat  in  hiasuitof 
full- trimmed  black ;  two  years  due  was  the  bill,  tt 
mine  honest  landlord  afterwards  told  me,*- and  mA 
an  eye  in  his  head !— none  of  yoor  burning,  bligk^ 
ing,  falcon  eyes,  which  we  poets  are  apt  to  nahi 
a  rout  about,— but  a  soft,  full,  thoughtfol,  yet  pea» 
trating  glance— ^never  saw  the  like  of  it  In  ror  lil^ 
unless  it  were  Ihtle  Stephen  Klean<»>eg'a,  the  fiddk 
at  Papastow,  who" — ^ 

"Nay,  but  John  Dryden?"  nid  Mordaunt, irba 
forwent  of  better  amusement,  had  begun  to  take  l 


his  tisual  phrase  of  "Ay,  true— «ionous  John— Wdl^ 
sir^  be  cast  his  eye.  such  as  I  have  described  it  ea 
mine  landlord,  and  'Honest  Tim,'  said  he,  'raai 
hast  thou  got  here?'  and  all  the  wits,  and  lord^ind 
genilemcn,  that  nsed  to  crowd  round  him,  likeikt 
wenches  round  a  pedlar  at  a  fair,  they  made  wayte 
us,  and  up  wo  came  to  the  Breside,  where  he  haiika 
own  estaoliehod  chair,— I  have  heard  it  was  carmd 
to  the  balcony  in  summer,  but  it  was  by  the  fireflde 
when  I  saw  it^— so  up  cam^  Tim  Thimbletbwai* 
through  the  midst  of  them,  as  bold  as  a  lion,  and! 
followed  with  a  small  parcel  under  iriy  arm,  whicbl 
had  taken  up  partly  to  oblige  my  landkiril,  as  dij 
shop  porter  was  not  in  the  way,  and  partly  (^all 
might  be  thought  to  have  something  to  do  ther&  fer 
vou  are  to  thins  there  was  no  admittance  at  the^^ 
for  strangers  who  had  no  hnsineas  there.— I  b«w 
heard  that  Sir  Charles  Sedley  said  a  good  tliiogalxA, 
that" 

^*  Nay,  bat  you  forget  glorioos  John,"  said  ]i» 
daunt. 

"  Ay,  glorious  you  may  well  call  him.  They  »l 
of  their  Blaokmore,  and  ShadweU,  and  such  liker 
not  fit  to  tie  the  latchets  of  John's  shoes-' Wet 
he  said  to  my  landlord,  *what  have  you  got  there 
and  he,  bowing,  I  warrant,  lower  than  be  would  i 
a  duke,  said  he  had  made  bold  to  come  and  aw 
him  the  stuff  which  Ladv  Elizabeth  had  chose  i< 
her  nightgown.—'  And  which  of  your  geeee  is  Un 
Tim,  who  has  got  it  tucked  under  his  wing?'-;- 
is  an  Orkney  goose,  if  it  please  yoo,  Mr.  Drj'dea  > 
Tim,  who  had  wit  at  will,  'and  he  hath  brought  yj 
a  copy  of  verses  for  your  honour  to  look  ol'—  I»  I 
amphibious  T  said  glorious  John,  taking  the  paper,- 
and  methooght  I  could  rather  have  fiiced  a  batteir< 
caimon  than  the  crackle  it  gave  as'it  opened,  thom 
he  did  not  speak  in  a  way  to  dash  one  neither r 
and  then  he  looked  at  the  verses,  and  he  was  pleaei 
to  say,  in  a  very  encouraging  way  indeed,  with  a  an 
ofgood-humoured  smile  on  fiis  face,  and  certainly  n 
a  fat  elderly  gendeman,— for  I  would  not  compaA' 
tn  Minna's  smile,  or  Brenda's,— hehad  the pleaeantei 
smile  I  ever  saw,— '  Why,  Tim,*  be  said,  ^this  «ooi 
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of  yoars  will  prove  a  swan  on  youY  hands.'   With  that 

lie  smiled  a  lUtle,  and  they  all  laughed,  and  none 

,    louder  than  those  who  stood  too  far  ofi*  to  hear  the 

I   jest ;  for  every  one  knew  when  be  smiled  there  was 

soniethios  worth  'laughins  at,  and  so  took  it  upon 

trest ;  and  ihe  word  passed  through  among  the  young 

I   Templars^  and  the  wits,  and  the  smarts,  and  there 

!  ^  was  nothing  but  question  on  question  who  we  were ; 

'and  «ne  French  fellon^  was  trying  to  tell  them  it  was 

■   aaij  MoBsieor  Tim  Thimhlelhwaite :  but  he  made 

I   iBca  work  with  his  Dumbletate  and  Tirobletate,  that 

II  thought'his  explanation  would  have  lasted" 
"As  long  as  your  own  story,"  thought  Mordaunt ; 
hot  the  narrative  was  at  length  finally  cut  short,  by 
ttw  strons  and  decided  voice  of  the  Udaller. 

"I  wiU  bear  no  more  on  it,  Mr.  Factor f  he  ex- 
dairaed. 

'*  At  least  let  me  say  something  about  the  breed  of 
horaesj"  said  Yellowjey,  in  rather  a  cry-mercv  tone 
of  voice.  "  Tour  horses,  my  dear  sir»  resemble  cats 
ta  sixe,  and  tigers  in  devilry !" 

"  For  their  size,"  said  Magnus,  "  they  are  the  easier 
for  OS  to  cet  off  and  on  them— [as  Triptolcnius  expe- 
rienced this  morning,  thought  Mordaunt  to  bimself] 
aad,  as  for  their  dovihY,  let  no  one  mount  them  that 
caiuiot  manage  them. 

A  twinge  of  self-conviction,  on  the  part  of  the  agri- 
edtanfit,  prevented  him  from  reply.  He  dartea  o 
deprecatory  glance  at  Mordaunt,  as  if  for  the  purpose 
of unpbring secrecy  respecting  his  tumble;  and  the 
Udaller,  wno  saw  his  advantage  although  he  was 
not  aware  of  the  cause,  pursued  it  with  the  high  and 
Item  tone  proper  to  one  who  had  all  his  liie  been 
unaccustomied  to  meet  with,  and  unapt  to  endure, 
oraosttiba. 

"Bvihe  blood  of  Saint  Magnus  the  Martyr,'*  he 
said,  ''hatvou  are  a  fine  fellow,  Master  Factor  Vel- 
hwier!  You  oomd  to  us  from  a  strange  land,  under- 
sfioiUQK  aeither  our  laws,  nor  our  manners,  nor  our 
IiAguage,  and  you  propose  to  become  governor  of  the 
coootry,  and  that  we  should  all  be  your  slaves!" 

"My  pupila,  worthy  sir,  my  pupils f  said  Yel- 
lowle^,  "  and  that  only  for  your  own  proper  advan- 

'*We  are  too  old  to  go  to  school,"  said  the  Zeft- 
laader.  ,  **  I  tell  you  once  more,  we  will  sow  and  reap 
oar  jgraln  as  our  Others  did— we  will  eat  what  God 
tends  us,  with  our  doors  open  to  the  stranger  even  as 
theirs  were  open.  If  there  is  aught  impei-fect  in  our 
practii^  we  will  amend  it  in  time  and  season ;  but 
the  blessed  Baptist's  hoU'day  was  made  for  light 
hearts  and  quick  heels.  He  that  speaks  a  word  more 
of  reason,  as  you  call  it,  or  any  thmg  that  boks  like 
it.  shall  swallow  a  pint  of  sea- water— he  shall,  by  this 
hand  !— and  so  fill  up  the  good  ship,  the  Jollv  Mariner 
of  Canton,  once  more,  for  the  benefit  of  inose  that 
will  stick  by  her :  and  let  the  rest  have  a  fling  with 
the  fiddlers,  who  nave  been  summoning  us  this  hour. 
I  will  warrant  every  wench  is  on  tiptoe  by  this  time. 
Come^  Mr.  Tellowiey,  no  unkindneas.  man— why, 
man.  thou  feelest  the  rolling  of  the  Jolly  Mariner 
ijill"— {for,  in  truth,  honest  iViptolemus  showed  a 
little  unsteadiness  of  motion,  as  he  rose  to  attend  his 
aoM)— "  but  never  raind,  we  shall  have  thee  find  thy 
land  Im  to  reel  it  with  yonder  bonny  belles.    Ck)me 

\  along,  liiDtoIemus—lsi  me  grapple  thee  fast,  lest  thou 

^  trip,  old  Triptolemus— ha.  ha,  ha !" 

'  So  saying,  the  portly  though  weatherboaten  hulk 
tfUie  UdnlTer  sailed  on  like  a  man-of-war  that  had 
waved  a.  hundred  gales,  having  his  guest  in  tow  like 
*  recent  priie.  The  greater  part  of  the  revellers  fol- 
uved  theu-  leader  with  loud  jubilee,^  although  there 
jnt  several  stanch  topers,  who.  tasin^  the  option 
1^  them  by  the  Udaller,  remained  behmd  to  relieve 
the  Jolly  Mariner  of  a  fresh  cargo,  amidst  many  a 
Mge  to  the  health  of  their  absent  landlord,  and  to 
woresperity  of  his  roof-tree,  with  whatsoever  other 
wes  of  kindness  could  be  devised,  as  ap  apology 
vtaaother  pint-bumper  of  noble  ipunch. 
The  real  soon  thronged  the  dancing-room,  an  apart- 
Meot  which  partook  of  the  simplicity  of  the  time  and 
of  the  country.    Drawing-rooms  and  suloons  were 


a  long,  low,  anomalous  store-room,  aomeumes  used 
for  the  depositation  of  merchandise,  sometimes  for 
putting  aside  lumber,  and  a  thousand  other  puiposesL 
was  well  known  to  all  the  youth  of  Dunrossness,  and 
of  many  a  district  besides,' as  the  scene  of  the  merrv 
dance,  which  was  sustained  with  so  much  glee  when 
Magnus  Troil  gave  his  frequent  feasts. 

The  first  appearance  of  this  ball-room  might  have 
shocked  a  fashionable  party  assembled  for  the  quad- 
rille or  the  waltz.  Low  as  we  have  sLated  the  apart- 
ment to  be,  it  was  but  imperfectly  liluminated  by 
lamps,  candles,  ship-lanterns,  and  a  variety  of  other 
canddabroy  which  served  to  throw  a  dusky  light 
upon  the  floor,  and  upon  the  heaps  'of  merchandise 
and  miscellaneous  articles  which  were  piled  arqpnd ; 
some  of  them  stores  for  the  winter;,  some,  goods  des- 
tined for  exportation ;  some,  the  tribute  of  N^tune, 
paid  at  the  expense  of  shipwrecked  vessels,  whose 
owners  were  unkno\vn ;  som&  articles  of  barter  re- 
ceived by  the  proprietor,  who,  fike  most  others  at  the 
period,  was, somewhat  of  a  merchant  as  well  as  a 
landholder,  in  exchange  for  the  fish  and  other  arti* 
cles,  the  produce  of  his  estate.  All  these,  with  the 
chests,  boxes,  c^s,  db;.,  which  contained  th^'m, 
had  been  drawn  aside,  and  piled  one  above  the  other. 
in  order  to  give  room  for  the  dancers,  who  Ught  and 
lively  as  it  they  had  occupied  the  most  splendid 
saloon  in  the  parish  of  St  James's,  execute  their 
national  dances  with  equal  grace  and  activity. 

The  group  of  old  men  who  looked  on,  bore  no  in- 
considerable resemblance  to  a  party  of  aged  tritons. 
engaged  in  beholding  the  sports  of  the  sea-nymphs ; 
80  hard  a  look  had  most  of  them  acouired  bv  con  tend- 
ing with  the  elements,  and  so  much  did  the  shaggy 
hair  and  beards,  which  many  of  them  cultivated 
after  the  ancient  Norwegian  fashion,  give  their  heads 
the  character  of  these  supposed  nanves  of  the  deep. 
The  young  people,  on  the  other  hand,  were  uncom- 
monly handsome,  tall,  well-made,  and  shapely ;  the 
men  with  long  fair  hair,  and,  until  broken  oy  the 
weather,  a  fresh  ruddy  complexion^  which,  in  the 
females,  was  softened  into  a  bloom  of  infinite  delicacy. 
Their  natural  good  ear  for  music  qualified  them  to 
second  to  the  utmost  the  exertions  of  a  band,  whose 
strains  were  by  no  means  contemptible  j  while  the 
elders,  whp  stood  around  or  sat  quiet  upon  the  old 
sea-chests,  which  served  for  chairs,  criticised  the  dan- 
cers, as  they  compared  their  execution  with  their  own 
exertions  in  former  days :  or  warmed  by  the  cup  and 
flagon,  which  continued  to  circulate  among  them, 
snapped,  their  fingers,  and  beat  time  with  their  feet  to 
the  music. 

Mordaunt  looked  upon  this  scene  of  universal  mirth 
with  the  painful  recollection,  that  he,  thrust  aside 
from  his  pre-eminence,  no  longer  exercised  the  im* 
portant  duties  of  chiei  of  the  dancers,  or  oflice  of 
leader  of  the  revels,  which  had  been  assigned  to  the 
stranger  Cleveland.  Anxious,  however,  to  suppress 
the  feelings  of  his  own  disappointment,  which  ne  felt 
it  was  neither  wise  to  entertain  nor  manly  to  rlisplay. 
he  approached  his  fair  neighbours,  to  whom  ue  had  ^ 
been  so  acceptable  at  tabie,  with  the  purpose  of  in- 
viting one  of  them  to  become  his  partner  in  the  dance. 
But  the  awfully  ancient  old  lady,  even  the  Lady  Glow- 
rowrum,  who  had  only  tolerated  the  exuberance  of 
her  neices*  mirth  during  the  time  of  dinner,  because 
her  situation  rendeeed  it  then  irai>ossible  for  her  to 
interfere,  was  not  disposed  to  permit  the  apprehended 
renewal  of  the  intimacy  implied  in  Mertoun's  invita- 
tion. She  therefore  took  upon  herself,  in  the  name  of 
her  two  nieces,  who  sat  pouting  beside  her  in  dis- 
pleased silence,  to  inform  Mordaunt,  after  .thanking  • 
him  for  his  civility,  that  the  hands  of  her  nieces  were 
engaged  for  that  evening ;  and,  as  he  continued  to 
watch  the  party  at  a  little  disiancti,  he  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  being  convinced  that  the  alleged  engage- 
ment was  a  mere  apology  to  get  rid  of  him.  whfcn  ne 
saw  the  two  good-humoured  sisters  join  the  dancer 
under  the  auspices  of  the  next  young  men  who  asked 
their  hands.  Incensed  at  so  marked  a  slight,  aii4 
unwilling  to  expose  himself  to  anolh^r,  Moruaunt 
Mertoun   drew  hack   fi-om  the   circle  of 'dancers,  . 


tl^  mknown  in  ScotUnQi  save  in  the  houses  of  the   shrouded  himself  amongst  the  mass  of  inferior  per- 
mhiy,  and  of  course  absoktely  9o  in  Zetland ;  but  sona  who  crowded  into  the  bottom  of  the  room  aa 

lb* 


ruRPiSik'p^ 
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4»ectn!or8,  and  there  concealed  from  the  obs  wation 
fil*  others,  (li.^'tstcd  liia  own  mqriification  as  \vcl(  as 
he  could— that  is  to  siiv,  very  ill— and  wiOi  all  the 
philodopby  of  his  agu— tnut  is  to  say,  with  noz«e  at  all. 


•     CHAPTER  XV. 

A  torch  for  me— let  wantnna.  Iifhl  of  hrart, 

Tickle  the  UHCtriw  rasliet  wtlli  their  h(M>U : 

For  I  am  pru^erb'd  with  a  enuidciro  phrajio— 

I'll  be  a  can'Ue- holder,  and  look  on.—Rom€a  ond  JvlkL 

The  youth,  saya  the  moralist  Johnson,  cares  not  for 
the  boy's  hobbyhorse,  nor  the  man  for  the  youth's 
mistress;  and  therefore  the  distress  of  Mordaunt  Mer- 
foun,  %vhen  excluded  from  the  merrv' dance,  may  seem 
triflins  to  many  of  my  readers,  who  would,  never- 
thelesa,  think  tney  did  well  to  be  angry  if  deposed' 
from  their  usual  place  in  nn  assembly  of  a  dilfercnt 
kind.  There  lacked  not  amusement,  however,  for 
those  whom  the  dance  did  not  suit,  or  who  were  not 
happy  enough  to  find  partners  to  their  liking.  Halcro. 
iiow  coraphtely  in  his  clement,  had  asBemoled  round 
him  tin  audience,  to  whom  he  was  declaiming  his 
poetry  with  all  the  enthusiasm  of  furious  John  him- 
self^ and  receiving  in  return  the  nsunl  degree  of  .ap- 
plause aibwcd  to  minstrels  who  recite  their  own 
rhymes— so  long  at  least  as  the  author  is  within  hear- 
ing of  the  criticism.  Halcro's  poetry  might  indeed 
have  interested  the  antiquary  as  well  as  the  admirer 
of  the  Muses,  for  several  of  his  pieces  were  transla- 
tions or  imitations  from  the  Scaldic  sagas,  Which 
•  continued  to  be  sung  by  the  fishermen  of  those  islands 
even  until  a  very  Knte  period ;  insomuch,  that  when 
Gray's  poems  first  found  their  way  to  Orkney,  the  old 
people  recognised  at  once,  in  the  ode  of  the  "  Fatal 
Sisters,"  the  Runic  rhymes  which  had  amused  or  ter- 
rified their  infancy  under  the  titleof  the  "Magicians,** 
and  which  the  nshers  of  North  Ronaldshaw,  and 
other  remote  isles,  used  still  to  sing  when  asked  for  a 
Norse  ditty,* 

Half  listening,  half  lost  in  his  own  reflections,  Mor- 
.  daunt  Mertoun  stood  near  the  door  of  the  apartment, 
and  in  the  outer  ring  of  the  little  circle  formed  around 
old  Halcro,  while  the  bard  chanted  to  a  low,  wild, 
monotonous  air,  varied  only  by  the  efforts  of  the 
singer  to  cive  mtcrest  and  emphasis  to  particular 
passages,  tne  following  imitation  of  a  Northern  war- 
■ong: 

THB  SONG  or  liARpLD  HARFAGER. 
T\w  mn  is  nain^  dimly  red. 
The  wind  ii  wailinf  low  and  dmd  ; 
From  hi«  cliff  the  earle  galliea, 
Leave*  tlio  wolf  liia  darkiiome  valient  ] 
In  Che  midat  Uie  ravens  hover. 
Peep  the  wild  dof«  from  the  cover, 
Bcrramin^,  croakiog.  bayinr,  yetiinff, 
Each  in  his  wild  acconts  tellinf , 
"  Soon  we  fhaRt  on  dead  and  dytnf , 
FairhairM  Uarotd'a  llac  is  flyinc.'^ 

Many  a  eiest  in  air  is  strcaminff, 
Many  a  helifiat  darkly  gleaning, 
*    Many  an  arm  the  axe  uprean, 
DoomM  to  liew  Uie  wood  of  spaors. 
Ail  along  Che  crowded  ranks. 
Horses  ndgto  and  annoar  otanks; 
Chiefs  are  shoating,  clarions  ringing, 
Louder  still  Uie  bard  is  singing, 
•'  Gather,  (botmen.-gather.  horsemen. 
To  Uie  field,  ye  nRiant  Norsemen  I 

"  Halt  ye  not  for  food  or  sluftiber. 
View  not  vantage,  eoont  not  nomber ; 
Jolly  reapers,  forward  aCill : 
Grow  the  crop  ou  vale  or  hill. 
Thick  or  icatter'd,  stiff  or  lithe, 
It  ihall  dowm  before  Uie  scythe, 
t  Forward  with  your  tickles  bright, 

Reap  did  harvest  of  Uie  Aght— 
Onward,  footmen.— onward,  hormmen, 
To  Uio  charge,  ye  gallant  Norsemen  I 
"  Fatal  Chooeors  of  the  Slaughter, 
,       O'er  you  hovera  Odin's  dauehter , 

Hear  the  voice  she  apnads  before  ye,-—' 
Victory,  and  wealth,  and  glory  ; 
Or  old  Valhalla's  roaring  hail. 
Her  ever-circling  mead  and  ale, 
Where  for  eternity  unite 
The  joys  of  wassail  and  of  ffght 
Beadloog  forward,  foot  and  hotwemen, 
Charge  and  fight,  and  die  like  Norsemen  I" 
•  r  *  Sm  Noia  to  Cbaptac  11.,  p.  9. 


''The poor  anbaDm  blinded  heathens!"  said  Trip- 
tolemus,  with  a  mgn  ceep  enough  for  a  groan ;  **  they 
speak  of  their  eternal  cups  of  ale.  and  1  qoestion  if 
tnev  kend  how  to  manage  a  crof)  land  of  grain  I" 

•'The  cleverer  fellows  they,  neighbour  Vellowlef,* 
answered  the  poet,  "if  they ma<kalfe  without  bartey." 

"  Barley !— alack-a-dny  r  peplicd  ilie  moreaccnr«te 
agriculturist,  "  who  ever  Heard  of  barley  in  these  pans? 
Bear,  my  dearest  friend,  bear  is  all  they  have,  ind  , 
wonderment  it  is  to  me  that  they  ever  see  an  awn  ol 
it.  Ye  scan  the  land  ivixh  a  bit  thing  ye  ca'  a  pleush 
—ye  might  as  weel  give  it  a  rift  with  the  teeth  of  a 
roddingncame.  O,  to  see  the  sock,  and  the  heel,  and 
the  sole-clout  of  a  real  steady  Scottiah  pleugh,  with  a 
chield  like  a  Samson  between  the  stilts,  laying  a 
weight  on  them  would  keep  down  a  moantain  ;  twa 
stately  owsen,  and  as  many  broad-breasted  horse  in 
the  traces^  going  through  soil  and  till,  and  leaving  a  \ 
fur  in  theground  wonlo'^caTTy  off  water  like  a  causeyed 
eyver !  They  that  have  seen  a  sight  like  that,  have 
seen  something  to  crack  about  in  another  sort,  than 
those  unhappy  auld-warld  stories  of  war  and  slavMh- 
ter,  of  which  the  land  has  seen  even  but  too  micale, 
for  a'  your  singing  and  soughing  awa  in  praise  of  suck 
bloodthirsty  doings.  Master  Claud  Halcro.'' 

*'  It  is  a  heresy,"  said  the  animated  little  ^  _ 
bridling  and  drawing  himself  up,  as  if  the  whole  f_ 
fence  of  the  Orcadian  Archipelago  rested  on  his  sin^ 
arm— "It  is  a  heresy  so  much  as  to  name  one's  natift 
country,  if  a  man  is  not  prepared  when  and  how  i» 
defend  himself— ay,  and  to  annoy  another.  The  timt 
has  been,  that  if  we  made  not  good  ale  and  aqtiavHc 
we  knew  well  enough  where  to  find  that  which  wai 
ready  made  to  our  nand ;  hot  now  the  desoendaatf 
of  Sea-kings,  and  Chatfipions,  and  BetserkarSvBre  be- 
come as  iheapable  of  using  their  swords,  as  if  th^ 
were  so  many  women.    Ye  may  praise  them  Un  a 


strong  pull  on  an  oar,  or  a  sure  foot  on  a  akerry ;  bM 
what  else  could  glorious  John  himself  say  of  ye,  nv 
good  Hialtlanders,  that  any  man  would  listen  toT 

"Spoken  like  an  angel,  most  noble  poet,"  said 
Cleveland,  who,  during  an  inlcrval  of  the  dance,  mod 
near  the  party  m  which  this  conversation  was  beJd. 
"The  old  champions  you  talked  to  us  about  y«ster 
night,  were  the  men  to  make  a  harp  ring— gallaatltf- 
lows,  that  were  friends  to  the  sea,  and  enemies  to  ill 
that  sailed  on  it  Their  ships  I  suppose,  were  clonaf 
enough ;  but  if  it  is  true  that  they  went  upon  the  ac- 
count as  far  as  the  Levant,  I  scarce  believe  that  ercr 
better  fellows  unloosed  a  topsail." 

"Ay,"  replied  Halcro,  "  there  you  spoke  them  tight 
In  those  days  none  could  call  then*  life  and  means  rf 
living  their  own,  unless  they  dwelt  twenty  miles  oat 
of  sight  of  the  blue  eea.  Why,  they  had  public  prayers 
put  up  in  every  church  in  Europ^for  deliverance 
from  the  ire  of  the  ^^orthmen.    In  France  and  Ri 


land,  ay,  and  in  Scotland  too,  for  as  high  as  they  bcKiJ 
their  head  now-a-days,  there  was  not  a  bay  or  a  ha 
ven,  but  it  was  freer  to  our  forefathers  than  to  the 


their  head  now-a-days,  there  was  not  a  bay  or 
ven,  but  i  t  was  freer  to  our  forefathers  than  to  th  . 
de\ils  of  natives;  and  now  we  cannot,  forsooth,  . 
much  as  grow  our  own  barley  without  Scottish  bel*»' 
—(here  he  darted  a  sarcastic  glance  at  the  factorr^ 
"I  would  I  saw  the  time  we  were  to  measure  anoj 
with  them  again !" 

"  Spoken  liKe  a  hero  once  more."  said  Cleveland. 

"Ah!"  continued  the  little  bard,  "I  would  it  wa 
possible  to  see  our  barks,  once  the  water-drago-ns  < 
the  world,  swimming  with  the  black  raven  standai 
waving  at  the  topmast,  and  their  decks  glimoierii^ 
with  arms  instead  of  being  heaped  up  wiin  stockfis 

—winning  with  our  fearless  hands  what  the  ni| 

soil  denies— paying  back  all  old  scorn  and  m<  ___ 
injury— reaping  where  we  never  sowed,  and  fellin 
what  we  never  planted— living  and  laughing  throoK 
the  world,  and  smiling  when  we  were  summoned  ' 
quit  it !" 

So  spoke  CIdud  Halcro,  in  no  senous,  or  at 

roost  certainly  in  no  sober  mood,  his  brain  (never  tb 
most  stable)  whizzing  under  the  influence  of  fiftj 
well-remembered  sa/^as,  besides  five  bumpers  of  us 
quebaugh  and  brandy  \  and  Cleveland,  between 
and  earnest,  clapped  mm  on  the  shoulder,  and  a, 
repeated,  "  Spoken  like  a  hero  !" 

^*  Spoken  like  a  fool,  I  think/*  said  Magnui 


skAhXr.) 


tmratiTC: 


ifcoK  attention  bad  been  tfto^ftnetsd  by  the  veh*- 
MDoe  of  the  little  bard—"  where  vmnld  yon  oniise 
900,  or  against  whom?— we  are  all  subjects  of  one 
nlm,  I  trow,  and  I  would  ha?e  you  to  remember, 
iat  roar  voYwe  may  brirm  up  at  Execution-dock.— 
Jike  not  the  Soot*— no  offence,  Itfr.  Yellowley— that 
\l  vonld  like  them  well  enough  if  they  wouM  star 
pet  in  their  own  land,  and  leare  us  at  peace  with 
vown  people,  and  manners,  and  fashions;  and  if 
kf  would  but  abide  there  till  I  went  to  harry  them 
ib  a  mad  old  Berserkar,  I  would  leave  them  in  peace 
1  the  day  of  iudgnien  t  Wi  th  what  the  sea  sends  us, 
sd  the  land  lends  us,  as  the  piorerb  says,  and  a  set 
if  boaesi  neighbourly  folks  to  help  us  to  consume  it, 
oke^  m&  Saint  Magnus,  as  I  think,  we  are  even  but 
n happy r 

"1  know  what  war  is,"  saki  an  old  man,  "and  I 
mid  as  soon  sail  through  Suipburgh-roost'  in  a 
Mkl»>sheiL  or  in  a  worse  k>om,  as  I  wouUl  veatniv 
hm  again. 

'And,  pray,  what  wars  knew  your  valour?"  said 
Iilcro,  who,  though  forbearing  to  contradict  his 
ladlonl  from  a  sense  of  respect,  was  not  a  whit 
sdinod  to  abaodon  his  argument  to  any  meaner 
Athoritf. 

"1  wae  pressed,"  answered  the  old  Triton,  "  to 
nve  under  Montrose,  when  he  came  here  about  the 
Rzteen  himdred  and  fifty-one,  and  carried  a  sort  of  us 
lf(  wiU  ve  nill  ye,  to  get  our  throats  cut  in  the  wilds 
tf  Strathnavem*— I  £ball  never  forget  it— we  had 
boa  hird  put  to  it  lor  victuals— what  would  I  have 
mfor  a  luncheon  of  Burah-Westra  beef— ay.  or  a 
mm  of  sour  sillocks  ?— when  our  Highlandmen 


-^.  J  a  dainty  drove  of  kyloes.  mucn  rjercmony 
tbcRvuDot  for  we  shot  and  felled,  and  flayed,  and 
iottied,iod  broiled,  as  it  came  to  every  man^s  hand : 
tilJHtM  our  beards  were  at  the  greasiest,  we  heard 
-fid  preserve  us— a  tramp  of  horse,  then  twa  or 
»i»  dripping  ahots,- then  came  a  full  salvo,— and 
tbei^  when  the  officers  were  crying  on  us  to  stand, 
tai.  maist  of  us  looking  which  way  we  miuht  run 
i«if,down  they  broke,  horse  and  foot,  with  old  John 
wrjj  or  Hurry.t  or  whatever  they  called  him— he 
nmed  ns  that  day,  and  worried  us  to  boot— and  we 
bqpin  to  fall  as  thick  as  the  stots  that  we  were  CeUing 
m  minutes  before." 

•And  Montpoae,".  said  the  soA  voice  of  the  grace- 
il Minna:  **wbat  became  of  Montrose,  or  how 
boked  her 

"Like  a  lion  wth  thehuatqrs  before  him  "  answered 
Kold  gentlemau :  "  but  I  looked  not  twice  his  way, 
fcrroy  own  lay  ricnt  over  the  hilL" 
^And  so  you  left  him'/"  said  Mi 
iedeepcst  contempt. 

It  was  no  fault  of  mine.  Mistress  Minna,"  an- 
S<*eml  the  old  man,  somewhat  out  of  countenance; 

bi  1  was  there  with  no  choice  of  my  own :  and, 
Ndea,  what  good  could  I  have  done?— all  the 
Jtwtte  running  like  sheep,  and  why  should  I  have 

H  Vou  might  have  died  with  him,"  said  Minna. 
And  Irved  with  him  to  all  eternity,  in  immortal 
»»»?;  added  CUud  Halcro. 

1  thank  you.  Mistress  Minna,"  replied  the  plain- 
KuuiKZetlander;  ''and I  thank  you,  my  old  friend 
gwd;-^)!itl  would  rather  drink  both  your  healths 
Bdni  good  bicker  of  ale;  like  a  living  man  as  I  am, 
Jna  that  you  should  be  making  songs  in  my  honour, 
w  navini?  died  fortv  or  fifty  yeara  agone.  Hut  what 
IpW  «,--run  or  fight,  'twas  all  one  r— they  took 
*0Btroae,  poor  fellow,  for  all  his  doughty  deeds,  and 


Minna,  in  a  tone  of 


i^j-^trow,  iQ  ilii  last  and  ill-adviwd  attempt  to  inrade  Scot- 
PSHfiiKQted  hit  small  annr  of  Danes  and  Scottish  Royal - 
i^fcfMwni*  bands  of  raw  irooiis,  lustily  levtad,  or  ratliar 
'rjwntolui  service,  in  the  Orkney  and  Zetland  lales,  who, 
Syntda  li«ftrt  either  to  the  cause  or  manner  of  service,  be- 
^■h«t  iadUftranclr  when  they  came  into  action. 
Jin.  u  aAsrwarite  lemarked  in  the  text,  the  ZeUandor's 
Sgy  dseeivwt  him  amasly.  Sir  John  IJrry,  a  brave  soldier 
y*"*.  w«i  at^Uiat  time  hi  Montrose's  arm>,  and  made 
gy  uonff  with  him.  He  had  ehanf  ed  so  often  that  the 
2?*  >  pviifinablo.  After  the  action,  he  wae  executed  by 
**"waBter«;  and 

"iWiBd-ehanfinff  Warwick  then  emild  ol%nfe  no  mora." 
^dna  eoomaaded  Uw  bodr  bj  which  MoDtnae  wasfonlad. 


they  took  me^that  did  no  doogfaty  deeds  at  all ;  and 
they  hanged  him,  poor  man,  and  as  for  me"— 

*^  I  trust  in  Heaven  they  flogged  and  pickled  yon," 
sakl  Cleveland,  worn  out  of  patience  with  the  dull 
narrative  of  the  peaceful  Zetlander's  polironery  of 
which  he  seemed  so  wondrous  little  ashamed. 

^Flog  horses,  and  pickle  hoe^"  saki  Magnus; 
"Why,  you  have  not  the  vanity  to  think,  that,  with 
all,  vour  quarterdeck  airs,  vdu  will  make  poor  old 
neighbour  Haa|;en  ashamed  that  he  was  not  killed 
some  aeores  of  years  since  1  Yon  have  looked  on 
death  vonrsel^  my  doughty  young  friend,  but  it  was 
with  the  eyes  of  a  young  man  who  wishes  to  be 
thought  of:  but  we  are  a  peaceful  people,— peaceful 
that  is,  as  long  as  any  one  shoukl  bto  peaceful,  and 
that  is  till  some  one  hu  the  impudence  to  wrrong  us, 
or  our  neighboura:  and  then,  perhaps,  they  may  not 
find  onr  northern  blood  mueh  cooler  m  our  veins  than 
was  that  of  the  old  Scandinavians  that  gave  us  our 
names  end  lineage.— Get  ye  along,  get  yc  akmg  to  the 
swordKlanoei*  that  the  strangers  that  are  amongst  us 

The  Sword-Dance  ia  oricbrated  in  i«neral  terms  by  Olans 
Matnos.  Ho  eoerm  to  havo  cunstdered  it  as  peculiar  to  tlie 
Norwcfiana.  tmm  whom  it  may  have  passed  to  the  Orkno/nea 
and  ZeUnnders,  wiUi  octMr  nortlMra  customs. 

"  Or  mia  DAMonra  m  Armsl 
"  Mormter,  ttie  northern  GoUisand  Swedes  had  another  apr>rt 
to  exereiae  youth  witliaii,  tliat  they  wili  dance  and  skip  amonftt 
naked  swords  and  danaerous  weapons :  And  thiv  Uiey  do  aflar 
Uie  manner  of  masters  ordefonce,  as  thoy  are  tadfht  from  thtoir 
youth  by  skilAil  teaclMirs,  that  dance  before  them,  and  sinv  to  ic 
And  tliis  play  is  showed  especially  about  Shrovetide,  eallnd  in 
Italian  MsceAaranM.  For,  before  carnivals,  all  the  youth  danet 
fbr  eiflit  days  tofeUier,  holdinf  Uieir  sworas  up,  butwiUiin  Um 
scabbards,  for  three  liroee  tumina  about ;  and  then  tliey  do  it 
with  tiieir  naked  swords  lifted  up.  After  this,  turninf  mors 
moderately,  taking  th«  poiota  and  pummels  one  of  Uie  other, 
they  ehanfa  ranks,  and  place  themselves  in  a  triafunal  fifure, 
and  this  they  call  Romm;  and  presently  they  dissolve  it  br 
drawing  back  Uioir  sworda  and  lifting  Uiem  tt|),  that  upon  every 
one's  head  there  may  be  made  a  square  Rosa,  and  tlieo  by  a 
most  nimbly  whisking  their  swords  about  collaterally,  they 
quickly  leap  back,  and  end  the  snort,  which  they  guide  with 
pipes  or  sonas.  or  both  together ;  first  by  a  moi«  heavy,  then  by 
a  more  vehement,  and  lastly,  by  a  most  vehement  dancing. 
But  thia  speculation  is  searoe  to  be  understood  but  by  Ihoee 
who  look  on,  how  comely  and  decent  it  is,  when  at  one  word, 
or  one  commanding,  the  whole  annod  multitude  is  directed  to 
lUl  to  flght,  and  clergymen  may  exercise  them!«etves.  and  mingie 
themselves  amongtt  othen  at  this  aport,  because  it  Is  all  guidisd 
by  moat  wise  reason.** 
To  the  Piimate's  account  of  the  aword  dance.  I  am  able  to 


add  the  words  sung  or  chanted,  on  occasion  of  this  dance,  aa 
it  ia  still  porformed  in  Papa  i  .    .  -  .. 

where  alone  the  custom  aeei 


Stour,  a  remote  island  of  Zetland, 
IPS  its  ground.  It  ia.  it  will  be  ob- 
served by  antiquaries,  a  species  nf  pTav  or  mystery,  in  which  Uie 
Seven  Champions  of  Christendom  make  their  appearance,  as  in 
Uie  interlude  presented  in  "  All's  Well  that  End's  Well."  Tliia 
dramatic  curiosity  was  most  kindly  procured  for  my  use  by  Dr. 
Sciitt  of  Hazier  Hospital,  son  of  my  friend  Mr.  Scott  of  Mewbte, 
Zetletid.  Mr.  Hibbert  has.  in  \m  Description  of  the  Zetland 
Islands,  given  an  account  of  the  sword-daore,  but  somewlml 
leas  ftiil  Uian  the  following : 

"Words  it8B>  as  a  paaLUBS  to  tub  Bwonp-DAMos,  a 
Danish  or  Norwboian  Ballbt,  gompo8Bd  bomb  obn- 

*UBlBa  AOO^  AND  FBBSBBVBD  111  PaPA  STOVB,  ZbTLAMO. 

Pbrbosub  Dramatis.* 
(Enter  MMter.  tn  the  tUraetet  nfSt.  Chfrge.} 
Brave  gentles  all  witliin  this  boor,t 
If  ye  delight  in  any  aport, 
Come  see  me  dance  upon  thia  floor. 
Which  to  TOO  all  aiiall  yield  comfort 
Then  shall  I  dance  in  each  a  sort, 
As  possible  I  may  or  can ; 
You,  miniitrei  man,  play  me  a  Porte.f 
That  I  on  Uiis  floor  may  prore  a  man. 

(/Is  bom,  and  daman  In  a  IM&f 
Now  have  f  danced  with  lieart  and  liand. 
Brave  gentles  all,  as  you  may  see, 
For  I  have  been  tried  in  many  a  land, 
As  yet  the  tniUi  can  testify ; 

In  Bncland,  Scotland.  Ireland.  France,  Italy,  and  Bfinim 
Have  1  bean  tried  with  that  good  sword  of  steel. 

(DrsM  andJUturUHes.) 
Tet,  I  deny  that  evor  a  man  did  make  ma  yield ; 
For  in  my  body  tliaro  is  strength, 
As  by  my  manhood  may  be  seon ; 
And  I,  with  that  good  sword  of  length, 

•  80  placed  in  the  old  MR. 

t  Hoer-so  spelt,  to  aeoord  with  the  valgar  prmnuektioD  at 
the  word  tewcr. 

I  p9rcs-ao  spelt,  In  the  original.  The  word  is  known  as  tn- 
dicating  a  piece  of  music  on  the  bagpipe,  to  which  ancient  inst  ru 
ment,  whfeh  is  of  Scandinavian  origin,  tlie  tword-danaa  may 
hny  been  originally  eompoaed. 


fBSflUjVSi' 


lOaiF.xr. 


may  soe  that  our  hands  and  onr  weapotware  not  alto- 
getner  unacquainted  even  yeu^'  ,       .,     ,  ,, 

/A  dozen  cutlaasea,  selected  haauly  from  an  old 
arm-chest,  and  whose  rusted  hue  bespoke  how  ael* 
dom  they  left  the  sheath,  armed  the  same  numlier  of 
young  Zctlanders,  with  whom  mingled  six  maiden& 
led'  by  Minna  TroU ;  and  the  minstrelBy  mstantiy 
commenced  a  -tune  appropriate  to  the  ancient  Nor- 
wegian war-dance,  the  evolutions  of  which  are  per- 
haps still  practised  in  those  remote  islanda 

The  first  movement  was  graceful  and  majestic  the 
youths  hold'mg  their  swords  erect,  and  without  niucu  ^ 
gesture  J  but  the  tune,  and  the  corresponding  motiona 
of  the  dancers,  became  gradually  more  and  more 
rapid,-xthey  clashed  th6ir  swords  together,  m  mea- 
sored  time,  with  a  spirit  which  gave  the  exercise  a 
dangerous  appearance  in  the  eye  of  the  spectator, 
thoiigh  the  firmness,  justice,  an^  accuracy,  with  which 
the  Ancere  kept  rime  with  the  stroke  of  their  weapons, 
did,  in  truth,  ensure  its  safety.  The  most  aingular 
part  of  the  exhibition  was  the  courage  exhimtea  by 

Bave  odentimea  in  peril|ibe«!|P. 

And  over  championii  I  wa»  kinf. 

And  by  tho  stroogth  of  tins  njnt  hand, 

Once  on  a  day  I  kill  M  fifteen. 

And  left  Ibem  dead  upon  the  land. 

Therefore,  bmve  ininatrei,  do  not  oaie, 

But  play  to  me  a  Porte  most  light. 

That  I  no  longer  do  rorbear.      . 

But  dance  in  all  thew  centlea'  tif  htj 

AWioujIi  my  rtrenffth  meket  you  abaaad, 

Brave  r«ntle«  all.  be  not  afraid, 

For  hew  are  «hc  chartipiooi,  witti  me,  itaid. 

All  by  ray  manhood  I  have  raiaed. 

(He  dances.) 
Sinco  I  have  danced,  1  think  it  beat 
Tb  call  my  bwthren  in  your  rifht, 
That  I  may  have  a  little  rest, 
And  ihey  may  dance  with  all  their  mffhti 
With  heart  and  hand  as  they  are  knifrhtt. 
And  thake  theif  aworda  ofiteel  to  bnrm. 
And  Rhow  their  main  etrcnifth  on  thw  floor, 
For  yn  shall  have  another  bout 
Before  wo  pass  oat  of  thin  boor. 
Thereforp,  brave  minstrel,  do  not  tare 
To  play  to  mc  a  Porte  moat  Ujht, 
That  I  no  longer  do  rorbear, 
But  dance  in  all  these  itentlea'  «i«ht 
(fl«  rfowM,  and  then  fntrodutta  kti  knights,  as  wider.) 
Sioiji  James  of  Sjiain,  both  tried  and  stour,* 
Thine  acU  are  known  fall  well  intfeed  ; 
And  champion  I)ennis,  a  French  knifht, 
Who  sloul  and  bold  is  to  be  seen  ; 
And  David,  a  Welshman  born, 
Who  is  come  of  noble  blood  ; 
And  Patrick  also,  who  blew  tho  bom, 
An  Irish  knight,  amongst  the  wood. 
Of  Itoly,  brave  Anthony  Uic  good, 
And  Andrew  of  Scotland  Kin?; 
St.  Gcorpe  of  Enplnnd.  brave  mdeed, 
Who  to  the  Jewd  wrourhl  muckte  tmte.f 
Away  with  thin !— Let  ««  come  to  sport, 
Since  that  ye  have  a  mind  to  war,     • 
fiincc  that  ye  have  this  barfain  sought. 
Come  iQt  uf)  fisUi  and  do  not  ibar. 
Therefore,  brave  minstrel,  do  not  care 
To  play  to  me  a  Porto  n^ost  light, 
Tliai  I  no  lonirer  do  (tirbeor. 
But  dqnoe  hi  all  ihe«  «oatJea'  aight. 

(He  dance*  and  adrancu  t»  James  qf  Spain.) 
Stout  James  of  9|Jaio,  both  fried  and  sioar, 
Thine  aota  are  known  fall  well  indeed. 
Present  thynelf  within  our  sight, 
W^ithout  either  fear  or  dread. 
Count  not  for  favour  or  for  feid. 
Since  of  Uiy  acta  thou  hast  been  sum  i 
Bravo  James  of  Spain,  I  will  thee  lead, 
To  prove  Uiy  manhood  on  this  floor. 

(JasMf  dances.) 
Bmve  champion  Dennis,  a  French  knight, 
Who  stout  and  bold  Is  to  be  seen. 
Present  thyself  here  in  our  sight. 
Thou  bra»e  French  knight, 
Who  bold  hast  been; 
Siifre  thou  such  valiant  acts  hast  done, 
Come  let  us  see  some  of  them  now 
With  courtesy,  thou  bmve  Pieneli  knight, 
Draw  out  thy  sword  of  noble  hue. 

(Dennudaneu,sPkile  the  others  rears  te  a  $lde.y 
Brave  David  a  bow  anust  string,  and  with  awe 
Set  up  a  wand  umm  a  stand. 
And  Uuit  bra\«  David  yAi\  eioave  in  twa.1 

(David  dances  solus.) 
Here  is,  I  think,  an  Irikli  knfpht, 
Who  does  not  fear,  or  does  not  fyigtat, 

*  MmWc  tinu.  much  loss  or  harm ;  so  fn  MS. 

*  Something  la  evidently  amiss  or  omitted  here.    XmvkI  pro- 
feat  of  archeiy. 


J^ 


the  female  perfnnienk  kfceaow,  aanouDdcd  Vjr  tin 
swordsmen,  seemed  like  the  Sabine  maitlens  to  tb 
handa  of  their  Roman  lovers ;  now  moving  under  tin 
arch  of  steel  which  the  young  men  had  forned,  te 
crossing  their  weapons  over  the  beads  of  their  frt 
nartnere,  resembled -the  band  of  Amazons  when  tto 
nrat  joiiied  in  the  Pyrrhic  dance  with  the  foliowotir 
Theseus.  But  by  far  the  most  striking  and  am* 
priate  figure  was  that  of  Minna  TroiJ,  whom  tmn 
bad  long  since  antitled  the  Queen  of  Sword%  and 
who,  indeodf  moved  amidst  the  swordsmen  wiihii 
air,  w.hich  aeemed  to  hold  all  the  drawn  blades  utbtf 
proper  aooompaniments  of  her  person,  and  the  inpbi 
menta  of  her  pleasure;  And  when  the  mazes  of  tlti 
dance  became  more  intricate,  when  tho  dose  andosii^ 
tinuous  clash  of  the  weapons  made  some  of  hereof 
panions  shrink,  and  show  signs  of  fear,  iier  cheek,- M 
lb,  and  her  ey&  seemed  rather  to  announce,  (hat,ii 
tbe'mOmeot  when  the  weapons  flashed  faatetLiH 
rung  sharpest  around  her,  she  was  most  compiM 
seU-poasened,  and  in  her  own  element.    Last  of  i^ 

To  prote  thyself  a  valiant  man, 

As  thou  hast  done  Ailt  often  bright ; 

■rave  Patrick,  danoe,  if  that  thou  can. 

(He  dances.) 
Thou  stout  Italian,  cooae  thou  hare  ; 
Thy  name  is  Anthony,  most  stout ; 
Draw  out  ttiy  sword  that  is  moat  dear, 
And  do  thou  fight  without  any  doubt ; 
Thy  lag  ttiou  shake,  ttiy  neck  thou  lout,^ 
And  show  some  courtesy  on  this  floor. 
For  we  shall  have  another  bout^ 
Beftire  we  f>ass  out  of  this  boor. 
Thott  kindly  Sootsman.  enme  thou  hefm  i 
Thy  naaoe  ia  Andrew  of  Fair  Scotland  ; 
Draw  out  thy  sword  that  is  moat  clear. 
Fight  for  thy  king  with  thy  right  hand  ; 
And  aye  as  long  as  thou  canst  stand. 
Fight  for  thy  king  with  all  tiiy  heart ; 
And  then,  for  to  continn  his  band, 
Make  all  hi*  enemies  for  to  smarL— (Bis  ianus.) 
(Music  begins.) 

PlOlTIB.t 

"  Tl)e  six  Fland  in  rank  with  their  swords  reclining  ol 
shonldera.  The  Master  (St.  George)  dancers,  and  then  « 
the  sword  of  James  of  Sfiain,  who  follows  George,  theaA 
strikes  the  sword  of  Dennis*  who  follows  belund  Jtsr 
like  manner  the  rest— tlio  music  play ioa— swords  pt 
After  the  six  are  brought  out  of  rank,  tiiey  and  the  na*r 
a  circle,  and  hold  the  swords  point  and  hilt  Thud 
danced  round  twice.  Tho  whole,  headed  by  tiie  naiM  _ 
under  Uio  swords  held  in  a  vaulted  manner.  Theyjilffg 
\\m  swords.  This  naturally  places  the  swords  acroa,  «■ 
they  disentangle  by  (Muuring  under  their  right  surori  ^ 
take  up  the  seven  swords,  and  form  a  circle,  hi  whicattl 
dance  round.  ,  ^J 

"  The  master  runs  under  the  aword  opposite,  whickhsjM 
over  backwards.  'The  others  do  the  same.  He  thefi  P*M*fl 
der  the  right  hand  sword,  which  the  others  foUov,  in  vM 
fMsition  they  dance,  until  oommandod  by  tho  master,  wlMsaj 
form  into  a  circle,  and  dance  round  os  before,  liter  (b(ajll| 
over  the  right-hand  sword,  by  wliidi  mooua  their  bscksasl 
the  circle,  and  their  hands  across  their  backs.  They  danremfl 
m  that  form  until  the  master  calls  '  Loose,'  when  the/  pMl 
dor  the  right  sword,  and  arc  in  a  perfect  ctrde.  f] 

**  The  master  lays  down  his  sword,  and  lays  hold  of  thtMj 
of  James's  aword.  He  then  turns  himself,  James,  and  Ch«  oM 
into  a  clew.  When  so  formed,  he  passes  nitderout  uf  IteaM 
of  tho  circle  ;  the  others  follow  ;  they  vault  as  befo'S.  AM 
seveml  ether  evolutions,  they  throw  thennscU'es  into  sm 
with  their  amw  acsoss  the  breast.  They  afUrviardi  fomm 
figures  as  to  form  a  shield  of  their  swords,  and  iheshieMA 
compact  Uial  the  master  and  his  knight*  dance  altemaidr^ 
this  shield  upon  their  hf^da.  It  is  then  laid  down  upon  IheM 
Each  knight  laysJrald  of  their  former  poiota  and  biitowitatg 
hands  across,  which  disentangle  by  tlanirs  dtrectlr  coaUWI^ 
those  Uiat  formed  Uie  shield.    This  fioMbes  Uie  fiollii. 

"Eraootm. 
Mara  does  rule,  he  benda  his  brows; 
lie  makes  us  all  agast  4 
AAcr  the  few  hours  that  we  alay  here, 
Venus  will  rule  at  last 

Farewell,  farewell,  hnxo  gentlee  all. 

That  herein  do  remain, 

I  wish  you  health  and  happiness 

Till  we  return  again.  _    _.» 

The  manuscript  from  whicJi  the  above  was  copW  was  all 
scribed  from  a  wrry  old  one.ty  Mr.  William  Henderson.  JaM 
Papa  Stour,  in  Zetland.  Mr.  Henderson's  copy  »s  aot^Mlj 
but  bears  his  own  signature,  and.  from  various  eirramsianflait) 
is  known  to  have  been  writtenjd>out  Die  year  1788.  J 

•  Looi—Ui  bend  or  bow  down,  pronounced  bM,  as  AwMhll 
inScoilond.  .    ^_ 

1  Ffffvir-eo  spelt  in  Ma 

}  4^M~so  f  pelt  io  Mil 


CkAP.  xn.i 
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;  when  the  music  hd<f  ceased  iTiid  she  remained  for  an 
iDSiam  apon  the  floor  by  herseIC  as  the  rule  of  (he 
dance  reqaired,  the  swordsmen  and  maidens>  who  de- 
parted from  aroupd  her,  seemed  the  guards  and  the 
nain  of  some  princess,  who,  dismissed  by  her  signal, 
were  leaving  her  for  a  time  to  solitude.  Her  own  look 

,  and  attitude,  wrapped,  as  she  probably  vfas,  in  some 
finoa  of  the  tmai^nation,  corresponded  admirably 
with  the  ideal  dignity  which  the  spectators  ascribed 
t9  her  ijjfU  almost  immediately  recoUectiog  herself 
ifas  blushed,  as  if  conscious  she  had  been,  though  but 

I  fer  an  instant,  the  object  of  undivided  attention^  and 
gave  her  hand  gracefuUy  to  Cleveland,  who,  though 
ae  had  not  joined  in  the  dance,  assumed  the  duty  of 
euidacting  lier  to  her  seat.     , 

1b  they  passed,  Moidaunt  Mertoun  might  observe 
(hat  Cleveland  whispered  into  Minna's  ear,  and  that 
her  brief  reply  was  accompanied  with  even  more  dis- 
eompoaure  of  countenance  than  she  had  manifested 
when  encountering  the  gaze  of  the  whole  assembly. 
BIordaunt*8  suspicions  were  strongly  awakened  by 
what  h*  observed^  for  ha  knew  Minna's  character 
weQ,  and  with  what  equani^ty  and  indiflerenoe  she 
was  id  the  custom  oi  reccivine  the  usual  compli- 
inents  and  gallantries  Vrith  which  her  beauty  and  her 
situation  rendered  her  sufficiently  familiar.. 

*'Can  it  be  poasibJe  she  really  loves  this  stranger  1** 
was  the  unpleasant  thought  that  instantly  shot  Across 

.  Mordaimt's  mind ;— **  And  if  she  does,  what  is  my 
interest  in  the  matter?"  was  the  second ;  and  whi£!h 
was  quickly  followed  by  the  reflection,  that  though 
he  claimed  no  interest  at  any  time  but  as  a  friend, 
and  though  that  interest  was  now  withdrawn,  he  was 
stilL  in  consideration  of  their  former  intimacy,  entitled 
boin  to  be  sorry  and  angr^r  at  her  for  tnrowmg 
awaiv  her  affections  on  one  he  judged  unworthy  of  her. 
la  uiis  pncessof  reasoning,  it  is  probable  that  a  little 
monifledvanity,  or  some  indescribable  shade  of  selflsh 
f^ret^  might  be  endeavouring  to  assume  the  disfniise 
ordisintcrestod  generosity ;  hut  there  is  so  much  cf 
base  alloy  in  our  very  best  (unassisted)  thoughts,  that 
it  is  melancholy  work  to  criticise  too  closely  the 
ootives  of  our  most -worthy  actions;  at  least  we 
woold  recommend  to  every  one  to  let  those  of  his 
QcighbouTs  pass  current,  however  narrowly  he  may 
•lamine  the  purity  of  his  own. 

The  sword-dance  was  succeeded  by  various  other 
li^mens  of  tfai  same  exercise,  anH  by  songs,  to 
which  the  singers  lent  their  whole  souu  white  the 
aadience  were  sure,  as  occasion  offered,  to  unite  in 
some  fit vouritechorys.  It  is  upon  such  occasions  th^t 
music,  though  of  a  ^mple  and  eyen  rude  character, 
finds  Its  natural  empire  over  the  generous  bosom,  ana 
produces  that  strong  excitement  which  cannpt  be 
attained  by  the  most  learned  compositions  pf  the  first 
Ihasters,  which  are  caviare  to  toe  common  ear,  ai- 
thou^  doubtless,  they  afford  a  delight  exquisite  in 
its  kiod,  to  those  whose  natural  capacity  and  educa- 
tion  have  enabled  them  to  comprehend  and  relish 
those  difficult  and  complicated  combinations  of  bar- 


It  was  about  midnight  when  a  knocking  at  the 

door  of  the  mansion,  with  the  sound  of  the  C?u«  and 

i  tbe  jAingspieL  anaouncGd,  by  their  tinkling  chime^ 

j  the  arrival  of  fresh  revellers,  to  whom,  according  to 

I  the  hospitable  custom  of  the  countryt  the  apartments 

were  instantly  thrown  open. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

My  mandmiagiTes, 

Boom  oonaoquonra,  /et  tiaofioc  in  the  stait, 

nmlt  bUterij  befin  hit  fearfal^Bto 

With  thli  nifht**  ravels.— JEmmp  Mtf  JiOkL 

7nn  new-comers  were,  according  to  the  frequent 
KKom  of  sueh  frolickers  all  over  the  world,  di»> 
IMsed  in  a  sort  of  maskitig  habits,  and  designed  to 
i^resent  the  Tritons  and  Mermaids,  with  whom  an- 
ami  tradition  and  popular  belief  have  peopled  the 
Mbem  seas.  The  former,  called  by  Zetlanders  of 
tut  time,  Shoupcltins,  were  represented  bv  youns 
aea  grotesquely  habited,  with  false  hair,  and  Jparos 
made  of  flax,  and  chaplets  composed  of  sea- ware  in- 
terwoven with  iheDs,  luad  Other  marine  productions^ 


with  which  also  wwtj  decorated  their  light^tw  or 
greenish  mantles  of  wad  meal,  repeatedW  before 
mentioned.  Jhey  had  fish-spears,  and  other  em- 
blems of  their  assumed  mtality,  amongst  which  the 
classical  taste  of  Claud  Halcro,  by  whom  the  mask 
was  arranged,  had  not  foi^otten  the  conch-shells, 
which  were  stoutlv  and  hoarsely  whided,  from  tims 
to  time,  by  one  or  two  of  the  aouatic  dattes,  to  the 
great  annoyance  of  all  who  stood  near  them.  ^ 

The  Nereids  and  Water-nymphs  who  attended  on 
this  occasion,  displayed,  as  usual,  a  little  more  taste 
and  ornament  than  was  to  be  seen  amongst  their 
male  attendants.  Fantastic  garments  of  grsen  silk, 
and  other  materials  of  superior  cost  and  fashion,  had 
been  contrived,  so  as  to  imitate  their  idea  of  the  mha* 
bitants  of  the  waters,  and,  at  thp  same  time,  to  show 
the  shape  and  features  of  the  fair  wearers  to  the  best 
advantage.  Hie  bracelets  and  shells,  which  adorned 
the  neck,  arms,  and  ankles  of  die  |>retty  Afermaidenft 
were,  in  some  cases,  intermixed  with  real  pearls  i  ana 
the  appearance,  upon  the  whole,  was  such  as  mighc 
have  done  no  discredit  to  the  court  of  Amphitnte, 
especially  when  the  long  bright  locks,  blue  eyes,  fair 
complexions,  and  pleasmg  features  of  the  maidens  ^ 
Thnla  were  taken  into  consideration.  We  do  not 
indeed  pretend  to  aver,  that  any  of  ^ese  seeming 
Mermaids  had  so  accurately  imitated  the  real  siren, 
as  commentators  have  supposed  those  attendant  on 
Cleopatra  did,  who.  adopting  the  fish's  tmin  of  their 
origmal,  were  ahla  nevertheless,  to  make  their 
"bends,"  or  "ends,**  (said  commentators  cannot  tell 
which,)  "adomings."*  Indeed,  had  they  not  left 
their  extremities  in  their  natural  state,  it  would  have 
been  impossible  for  the  Zetland  sirens  to  have  exe- 
cuted the  very  pretty  dance,  with  which  they  reward- 
ed, the  company  for  the  ready  admission  which  had 
been  granted  to  them. 

It  was  soon  discovered  that  these  mabkers  were 
no  strangers,  but  a  part  of  the  guests,  who^  stealing 
out  a  little  time  before^  had  thus  disguised  them- 
selves, in  order  to  give  variety  to  the  mirth  of  the 
evening.  The  muse  of  Claud  Halcro,  always  active 
on  such  occasions,  had  supplied  taem  with  an  appro- 
priate song,  of  which  we  may  give  the  following  spe*' 
cimen.  The  sqng  was  alternate  betwixt  a  Nereid  or 
Mermaid,  and  h  Merman  or  Triton— the  males  and 
females  on  either  part  forming  a  semi-chorus,  which 
accompanied  and  bore  burden  to  the  principal  singrr. 
L 

MeRMAID. 

Ftthomi  deep  beneath  the  wivt.   ' 

Strinffins  bead*  of  gUaterinff  peart, 
Snrinf  ttw  achievenente  tvave 

Ormaof  an  old  Norwegian  eaii  : 
DwelUng  where  the  tempest's  raWnf  ' 

Pails  as  light  apon  our  ear,       ^ 
As  the  sigh  of  lover,  craving  • 

Pitr  freoi  his  indv  dear, 
Chilarea  of  wild  Thale.  we,  i 

Prom  the  deep  caves  or  the  sea, 
A*  the  lark  spriiiM  froni  the  lea, 
.....         ne  to  dban  rour  glee. 


From  reining  of  tlie  water-horse. 

That  bounded  till  the  wavea  ww. 

Watching  ttie  ihftmt  tempest's  oovrse. 

Chasing  the  sea-snake  in  his  roaming ; 
Prom  winding  charge- notes  on  Uie  shell, 

When  the  hage  whale  and  swonl-fish  due* 
Or  toliing  shroudless  seamen's  knell, 

When  the  winds  and  waves  aia  emel  i 
Children  of  wild  Thale,  we 
Have  plouih'd  such  forrows  on  the  sea 
As  (he  steer  draws  on  the  lea, 
Ai^  hither  w«  come  to  Aara  roar  flea. 
IIL 

Ve  heard  3roa  in  uur  twilifht  oavea, 

A  hundred  fkthom  deep  below, 
Por  notes  of  jor  can  pleroe  tho  waves, 

Thar  drown  each  sound  of  war  and  wo. 
Thoae  iMio  dwell  beneath  the  saa 

Love  the  sons  oTTInile  well  i 
Ttius,  to  aid  your  mirth,  brinr  we 

Dance,  and  song,  and  soandingflhalL 
ChRdian  of  dailc  Tliule,  kD«»w, 
Thoee  who  dwoH  by  haaf  and  voo. 
Where  your  daring  shallops  row, 
Cpoa  to  share  the  festal  show. 


I  poMM  admit 
flhtlupaara. 


admiiable  discoision  on  thla  paSMgs,  m  the  t^ 
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l%e  final  choros  was  borne  bf  the  wkole  voicea 
OKoeptipg  ihoae  carrying  the  oonch-shells,  who  had 
been  trained  to  blow  (hem  in  a  sort  of  rude  accompa- 
niment, which  had  a  good  effect.  The  poetr>s  as  well 
as  the  performance  of  the  maakers,  received  great 
applause  from  all  who  pretended  to  be  judges  of  such 
matters ;  but  above  all,  from  Triprolemus  xello'wlev, 
who,  his  ear  having  caught  the  agricultural  sounds 
of  plough  and  furrow,  and  his  brain  being  so  well 
ftenched  that  it  could  only  construe  the  words  in 
their  most  literal  acceptation,  declared  roundly^  and 


called  Mordaunt  to  bear  witness,  that,  though  it  was 
a  shame  to  waste  ao  much  good  lint  as  went  to  form 
the  TVitons'  beards  and  penwiga,  tiie  song  contained 
the  only  words  of  common  sense  which  he  had  heard 
all  that  long  day. 

But  Mordaunt  had  no  tinie  to  answer  the  appeal, 
being  enga^^  in  attending  with  the  utmost  vigilance 
U>  the  motions  of  one  orthe  female  maskere,  who 
had  given  him  a  private  signal  as  they  entered,  which 
induced  him,  though  uncertain  who  she  might  prove 
to  be,  to  expect  some  communication  from  her  of 
importance.  The  siren  who  had  ao  boldly  touched 
hill  arm,  and  had  accompanied  the  gesture  with  an 
e&pression  of  eye  which  bespoke  his  attention^  was 
disguised  with  a  good  deal  more  care  than  her  sister- 
maskers,  her  tnande  being  looser  and  wide  enough 
to  oonceal  her  shape  completely,  and  her  face  hidden 
beneath  a  silk  mask.  He  observed  that  she  gradu- 
ally detached  herself  from  the  rest  of  the  maskers^ 
and  at  length  placed  herselE  as  if  for  the  advantage 
of  the  air.  near  the  door  of  a  chamber  which  remained 
open,  looked  earnestly  at  him  again,  and  then  taking 
an  opportunity,  when  the  attention  of  the  company 
was  fixed  upon  the  rest  of  her  party,  ahe  left  the 
apartment 

Mordaunt  did  not  hesitate  instantly  to  follow  his 
mysterious  guide,  for  such  we  may  term  the  masker, 
as  ahe  paused  to  let  him  see  the  directk>n  she  was 
about  to  lake,  and  then  walked  swiftly  towards  the 
sliore  of  the  voe,  or  salt-water  lake,  now  lying  full 
befors  them,  its  smnll  summer-waves  glislenine  and 
rippling  under  tlio  influence  of  a  broad  moonlight, 
which,  added  to  the  strong  twilight  of  those  regions 
during  the  summer  solstice,  left  no  reason  to  regret 
the  absence  of  the  sun,  the  path  of  whose  setting  was 
still  visible  on  the  waves  of  the  west,  while  the  hori- 
zon on  the  east  side  was  already  beginning  to  glim- 
mer with  the  lights  of  dawn. 

Mordaunt  had  therefore  no  difficulty  in  keeping 
sight  of  his  disffuised  guide,  as  she  tnpped  it  oyer 
height  and  hollow  to  the  sea-aide^  and,  winding 
among  the  rocks,  led  the  way  to  the  spot  where  his 
own  laboiinL  during  the  time  of  his  former  intimacy 
at  Burgh-Westm,  had  constructed  a  sheltered  and 
solitary  seat/  where  the  daughters  of  Magnus  were 
atciistomed  to  spend,  when  the  weather  was  suita- 
ble, a  good  deal  of  their  time.  Here,  then,  was  to  be 
the  place  of  explanation ;  for  the  masker  stopped, 
and^  after  a  moment's  hesitation,  sat  down  on  the 
rustic  settle.  But,  from  the  lips  of  whom  was  he  to 
receive  it  7  Noma  had  first  occurred  to  him ',  but  her 
tall  figUM  and  slow  majestic  step  were  entirely  dif- 
ferent from  the  eae  and  gait  of  the  more  fairy-formed 
siren,  who  had  preceded  nim  with  as  light  a  trip  as  if 
she  had  been  a  real  Nereid,  who,  havmg  remained 
too  late  upon  the  shore,  was,  under  the  dread  of  Am- 
phitrite's  displeasure,  hastening  to  regain  her  native 
element.  Since  it  was  not  Noma,  it  could  be  only. 
he  thought,  Brenda,  who  thus  singled  him  out;  and 
when  she  had  seated  herself  upon  the  bench,  and 
ukcn  the  mask  from  her  fkee,  Brenda  it  accordingly 
proved  to  be.  Mordaunt  had  oertamly  done  nothmg 
to  make  him  dread  her  presence ;  and  yet,  such  is  the 
influence  of  bashfulness  over  the  ingenoous  youth  of 
both  sexest  that  he  experienced  all  the  embarrassment 
of  one  who  finds  himself  unexpectedly  placed  before  a 
person  who  is  justly  offended  with  him.  Brenda  felt 
no  less  embarrassment ;  but  as  she  had  sought  this 
incerview,  and  was  sensible  it  must  be  a  brief  one, 
she  was  compelled,  in  spite  of  herself,  to  begin  the 
ounversation. 

'* Mordaunt,"  she  said,  with  a  hesitating  voice; 
Ken  correcting  herself^  she  proceoded-— "  zou  must 


be,  surprised,  Mr.  Mertoan,  that  I  ahoold  have  tikeo 
this  uncommon  freedom." 
.  "  It  was  not  till  this  morning;  Brenda,*^  replied 
Mordaunt,  **  that  any  mark  of  friendship  or  tntimiey 
from  you  or  from  your  sister  could  havesurorisediM. 
I  am  (kr  more  astonished  that  you  should  ihun  ni 
without  reason  for  so  many  hours,  than  thatfoa 
should  now  allow  me  an  interview.  In  ihe  name  of 
Heaven,  Brenda,  m  what  have  I  offended  yool  or 
why  are  we  on  these  unusual  terms?" 

"  May  it  not  be  enough  to  say,"  replicd"3rendi. 
looking  downward,  "  that  it  is  myfather^s  pleawrer 

"No,  it  is  not  enough,"  returned  Mertoun.  ''Tour 
father  cannot  have  so  suddenly  'filtered  his  wholi 
thoughts  of  me,  and  his  whole  actions  towards  m^ 
without  acting  under  the  influence  of  some  strong  d6 
lusion.  1  ask  you  but  to  explain  of  what  nature  it  ii; 
fori  will  be  contented  to  be  lower  in  your  esteem  (bts 
the  meanest  hind  in  these  islands,  if  I  cannot  choir 
that  his  change  of  opinion  is  only  grounded  upoo 
some  infamous  deceniion,  or  some  extraordiosiynir 
take." 

"It  may  be  so,"  said  Brenda— "I  hope  itiss^- 
that  I  do  nope  it  is  so,  my  desire  to  see  yoa  tfaaJB 
private  may  well  prove  to  you.  But  it  is  (iiffieuli-4i 
short,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  explain  to  yon  lb 
cause  of  my  father's  resentment.  Noma  has  spdte 
with  him  concerning  it  boldly,  and  I  fear  they  psiidl 
in  displeasure ;  and  you  well  know  no  light  maiV 
could  cause  that." 

"  I  have  observed,"  said  Mordaunt."  that  yourfcik 
is  most  attentive  to  Noma's  cotmsei.  and  more  cos-' 
plaisant  to  her  peculiarities  than  to  Uktme  of  otheir* 
this  I  have  observed,  though  he  is  no  willing  beiieie 
in  the  supernatural  qualities  to  which  she  lays  dain. 

"They  are  related  distantly,"  answered  Brendi, 
)'  and  were  friends  in  youth>-nay,  as  I  have  heiDi 
it  was  once  supposed  they  would  nave  been  manin; 
but  Noma's  peculiarities  showed  themselves  imiae- 
dtately  on  her  father's  death,  and  there  whs  anna 
of  that  matter,  if  ever  there  was  any  thinz  in  it  Bot 
it  is  certain  my  father  regards  her  with  mudi  is- 
tcrest;  and  it  is,  I  fear,  a  sign  how  deeply  his  m- 
indices  respecting  you  must  be  rooted,  mote  tbef 
nave  in  some  degree  quarrelled  on  your  ais«oDL 

".Now,  blessings  upon  you.  Brenda,  that  yoa nm 
called  them  prejiwices,"  said  Mertoun,  warnj'ywJ 
hastily—"  a  thousand  blessings  on  you !  Ypo  »wi 
ever  gentle-hearted— you  could  not  have  Qiaiotiiin 
even  the  show  of  unkindness  long." 

"It  witfc  indeed  but  a  show,"  said  Brenda.  soR* 
ening  gradually  into  the  familiar  tone  in  which  IWT 
had  conversed  from  infancy ;  "  I  could  never  ihisi, 
Mordaunt,— never,  that  ia  seriously  believe  ihit  fW 
conid  say  aught  unkind  of  Minna  or  of  me." 
/*  And  who  dnres  to  say  I  haveT*  said  MonJsBB; 
givitig  way  to  the  natural  impetuosity  of  his  dtfl|io> 
sition— "  Who  dares  to  say  that  I  have,  and  venisw* 
at  the  same  time  to  hope  that  I  will  suffer  his  ton^ie 
to  remain  in  safety  betwixt  his  jaws?  By  Saint  Mig- 
nus  the  Martyr.  I  will  feed  the  hawks  with  it !" 
^  "  Nay,  now,'*  said  Brenda,  "  your  anger  only  W 
mea  mo,  and  will  force  me  to  leave  yon.  i 

**  Leave  me,"  said  he,  "  without  telling  me  eitM 
the  calumny,  or  the  name  of  the  villanous  cafai» 
niatorf  ,  ^_. 

"  O,  there  are  more  than  one,"  answend  BrewH 
"  that  have  possessed  my  father  with  an  opiniwr* 
which  I  cannot  myself  tell  you— but  there  are  mow 
than  one  who  say" 

"Were  they  hundreds,  Brenda,  I  will  do  no  less  M 
them  than  I  nave  said— Sacred  Martyr  H^to  necm 
me  of  speaking  unkindly  of  those  whom  I  inosi  j» 
spectod  and  valued  under  Heaven— I  will  Iwck  to  tv 
apartment  this  instant,  and  your  father  shall  do  tf 
nghf  before  all  the  world."  ,  ,  „ , 

**  Do  not  go,  for  the  love  of  Heaten  f  *  said  BteaWj 
"  do  not  go,  as  you  would  not  render  me  the  flioi 
unhappy  wretch  in  existence  1"  ,  „    a 

"  Tell  me  then,  at  least,  if  I  guess  aright^  sss 
Mordaunt,  "  when  I  name  this  Cleveland  for  ooo  « 
thos^who  have  slandered  me?" 

"  m>,  no,"  said  Brenda,  vehemently,  **  you  mn  fw« 
one  error  into  another  more  dangsroita.  You  say  y« 
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«m  my  fnendi^I  am  wSKnf  to  be  yomrn-he  hat 
vtiil  ibr  a  moment,  and  hear  what  I  navd  to  say}— 
our  interview  has  laated  but  too  Ions  ^Iready.  and 
etery  a<kiitional  moment  brings  adaitioaal  danger 
with  ii." 

'*  Tetl  mfl^  then/*  said  Mertoun,  much  softened  by 
tfae  poor  girl's  extreme  apprehenaion  and  diatreasi 
"what  it  is  that  you  require  of  me;  and  believe  me. 
it  is  imposaible  lor  you  to  ask  aught  thai  I  will  not 
do  my  very  uttermost  to  comply  with." 

<*  Well,  theit-tbia  Captain,"  said  Bienda,  "this 
Cleaveland" 

^Ikoew  it,  by  Heaven!"  said  Mordaunt;  "my 
mind  aaaured  me  that  that  fellow  was,  in  one  way  or 
other  at  the  bottom  of  all  this  mischief  and  mia> 
nndentandhigF' 

**  If  yon  cannot  be  silent,  and  patient  for  an  m- 
slant,"  TeplJed  Brenda,  "I  must  instantly  quit  you: 
vhat  I  meant  to  say  had  no  relation  to  you,  but  to 
aaocher,— inone  word,  to  my  sister  Minna.  I  have 
nothing  to  say  concerning  her  dislike  to  you,  but  aa 
anxious  tale  to  tell  concerning  his  attention  to  her." 

"  li  is  obvious,  striking,  and  marked,"  said  Mot- 
daunt ;  "  aniii  unless  my  eyes  deceive  moi  it  is  re- 
oeived  as  weleome,  if,  indeecL  it  is  not  returned."  "^ 

*^  That  is  the  very  cause  ox  my  fear,"  said  Brenda. 
**  I,  too,  was  struck  with  the  external  appearance, 
frank  manners,  and  romantic  conversation  of  this 


'His  appearance!"  said  Hordaunt ;  "he  is  stout 
and  well-featured  enough,  to  be  sure ;  but,  as  old 
Siodair  of  Uuendale  said  to  the  Spanish,  admiral. 
*Farcie  on  his  face!  I  have  seen  many  a  fairer  hang 
on  the    BoTOugh>moor.'— Prom    his   manners,  he 

mli^t  be  captain  of  a  privateet^;  and  by  his  con- 

venation,  the  trumpeter  to  his  own  pupnetshow ;  for 

he  meaks  of  little  else  than  hie  own  exploits." 

"Vou  are  mistaken,"  answered  Brenda j  "he 
ipeiks  but  too  well  on  all  that  he  has  seen  and 
Jsvned ;  beeidM,  he  has  really  been  in  many  distant 
ewntries,  and  in  many  gallnnt  actions,  and  he  can 
tell  them  w.th  as  much  spirit  as  modesty.  Vou 
lonld  think  )'oa  saw  the  flash  and  heard  the  report 
of  the  guns.  And  he  has  other  tones  of  talking  too 
—about  the  delightful  trees  and  fruits  of  distant 
dimates)  and  how  the  people  wear  no  drees,  through 
the  whole  vear,  half  so  warm  as^ur  summer  gowns, 
and,  indeed,  put  on  little  except  cambric  and  muslin." 

**Upon  my  word,  Brenda,  he  does  seem  loun- 
dsratand  the  business  oT  amusmg  young  ladies,^'  re- 
pfiod  Mordaunt. 

**  He  doea,  indeed,"  said  RrendiL  with  great  sim- 
plicity. "  I  assure  you  that,  at  first,  I  liked  mm  better 
than  Minna  did ;  and  yet,  though  she  is  so  much 
dsverer  than  I  am,  1  know  more  of  the  world  than 
she  does:  Ibr  I  have  seen  more  of  dtiea,  having  been 
once  at  Kirkwall  rbesidee  that  I  was  thnoe  at  Ler- 
wick, when  the  Dutch  ships  were  therft  and  so  i 
ihoold  not  be  very  easily  deceived  in  people." 

"  And  pray,  Brenda,^'  said  Mertoun,  "  what  was 
it  that  made  you  think  less  favourably  of  this  young 
fellow,  who  seemed  to  be  so  captivating  'I" 

*'Why,"  saki  Brenda.  after  a  moment's  reflection, 
''at  first  he  was  much  livelier;  end  the  stories  ht; 
toU  were  not  eoite  so  melancholy,  or  so  terrible ;  and 
he  laughed  and  danced  more." 

"And,  perhaps  at  that  time,  danced  oftener  with 
Brenda  than  with  her  sister  1"  added  Mordaunt. 

"No— I  am  not  sure  of  that,"  said  Brenda;  "and 
fsi,  to  spieak  phiin,  I  could  have  no  susoidon  of  him 
it  an  while  he  was  attending  quite  equally  to  us  both ; 
far  yon  know  that  then  he  could  have  been  no  mora 
«>  DS  than  yourself,  Mordaunt  Mertoun,  or  young 
twaraster.  or  any  other  young  man  in  theialands."^ 

**Bm,  why  theii,"  said  Mordaunt,  **8hould  you  not 
IBB  him,  with  patience,  beodme  acquainted  with  your 
•stert— He  b  wealthy,  or  seems  to  be  so  at  least 
Tea  say  he  is  accomplished  and  pleasant  r^wbat 
dn  wouM  you  desire  in  a  lover  for  Minna  1" 

''Monlannt,  yon  forgot  who  we  are,"  said  the 
ttsiden.  assuming  an  air  of  conseqosnoe,  which  sat  as 
ffaoefully  upon  oer  simpliciry,  as  dki  the  difTerent 
Une in  which  she  had  spoken  hitherto.  " This  isa 
Ms  world  «f  oan^  this  Z^ttaa^  inisriog,  pwhaps^  m 


soil  and  ^rlimate  to  other  parts  pf  the  earth,  at  least  so 
slrani^ers  say ;  but  it  is  our  own  Utde  world,  and  we^ 
the  daughters  of  Magnus  Troil,  hold  a  first  rank  in  it. 
It  wodo,  I  think,  little  become  u%  who  are  descended 
(rom  Sea-kings  and  Jarla,  to  throw  ounelvev  away 
upon  a  stranger,  who  conies  to  our  coast,  like  the 
eider-duck  in  spnng;  from  we  know  not  whence,  and 
may  leave  it  in  autumn,  to  go  we  know  not  where."  . 

"And  who  may.  yet  entice  a  Zetland  golden-eye  to 
accompany  his  migration,"  said  Mertoun. 

**  I  will  hear  nothing  light  on  such  a  subject^" 
replied  Brenda^  indignantly ;  "  Minna,  like  myself  as 
the  daughter  of  Magnus  Troil,  the  friend  of  strangersi 
but  the  Father  of  Uiallland.  He  gives  them  the 
hospitality  they  need;  but  let  not  the  proudMt  ol 
them  think  that  they  can,  at  their  pleasure,  ally  with 
his  house." 

She  said  this  in  a  tone  of  oonmderaUe  warmth, 
which  she  instandy  softened,  as  she  added,  "  No^ 
Mordaunt.  do  not  suppose  that  Minna  TroQ  is  capa* 
ble  of  so  far  foivstting  what  she  owes  to  her  father 
and  her  father^s  blood,  as  to  think  of  marrying  this 
Cleveland ;  but  die  may  lend  an  ear  to  him  so  king 
aa  to  destroy  her  future  happiness.  She  has  that  sort 
of  mind,  into  whksh  some  feelings  sink  deeoly  s^ 
you  remember  how  Ulla  Siorlson  used  to  go,  day  by 
day,  to  the  top  of  Voesdale-head,  to  look  for  her 
lover's  ship  that  was  never  to  return  7  When  I  think 
of  her  dow  step,  her  pale  cheek,  her  eye,  that  grew 
dimmer  and  dimmer^  like  the  lamp  that  is  half  extia* 
guiahed  for  lack  of  oil,~when  I  remembered  the  flut- 
tered look,  of  something  like  hopOi  with  which  she 
ascended  the  clifi'  at  morning,  and  the  deep  dead  de- 
spair which  sat  on  her  forehead  when  die  returned 
—when  I  think  on  all  this,  can  you  wonder  that  I 
fear  for  Minna,  whose  heart  is  formed  to  entertain 
with  such  deep-rooted  fidelity,  any  affection  that  may 
be  implanted  m  it  7" 

"1  do  not  wonder,"  aakl  Mordaunt,  eagerly  sym-» 
pathizing  with  the  poor  girl;  for.  besides  the  tre- 
mulous expression  of  her  voice,  the  light  could  almost 
show  him  ilie  tear  which  trembled  m  her  eye,  as  she 
drew  the  picture  to  which  her  fancy  hod  sssiroilated 
her  sister,—''  I  do  not  wonder  that  you  should  feel 
and  fear  whatever  the  purest  affection  can  dictate; 
and  if  you  can  but  point  out  to  me  in  what  I  can 
serve  ycnr  sisterly  love,  you  shall  find  mc  as  ready  to 
venture  my  life,  if  nepcssary,  as  I  have  been  to  go  oo 
on  the  crag  to  get  yon  the  eggs  of  the  guillemot ;  and 
believe  im\  that  whatever  has  been  told  to  yoiv  father 
or  yourself,  of  my  entertaining  the  slightest  thoughts 
of  diarcspoct  or  unkindness,  is  as  false  as  a  fiend 
could  devise." 

"  I  believe  ii,"  said  Brenda,  giving  him  her  hand  ^ 
"I  believe  it,  and  my  bosom  is  lighter,  now  1  have  re- 
newed my  confidence  in  so  old  a  friend.  How  you 
can  aid  us,  I  know  not;  but  it  was  by  the  advice^  1 
may  say  by  the  commander  of  Noma,  that  I  have  ven- 
tured to  make  this  communication;  and  I  almost 
wonder,"  she  adaed,  as  she  looked  around  her,  "  that 
I  havo  had  courage  to  carry  me  through  it.  At  ore- 
sen  t  vou  know  all  that  I  can  tell  you  of  the  risk  in 
which  my  sister  stands.  Look  after  this  Cleveland— 
beware  how  you  qunnrel  with  him,' since  you  inus* 
so  eurely  come  by  the  worst  with  nn  experienced 
soldier.'^ 

"  I  do  not  exactly  undeFst.-md,"  sakl  the  youth, 
"  how  that  should  so  surely  be.  This  I  know,  that 
with  the  good  limbs  and  good  .heart  that  God  hath 

given  me,  ay,  ana  with  n  good  cause  to  boot— I  am 
ttle  afraid  of  any  quarref  which  Cleveland  can  fix 
upon  me." 

"  Then,  if  not  for  your  own  sak&  for  Minna's  sake," 
said  Brenda— "for  my  father's— lor  mine— for  all  our 
sakes.  avoid  any  strife  with  him,  but  be  contented  to 
watch  him,,abd,  if  posdble,  to  discover  who  lie  is,  and 
what  are  his  intentions  towards  us.  He  has  talked 
of  going  to  Oi^ney,  to  inquire  after  the  consort  with 
whom  he  aailed :  nut  day  after  day.  and  week  bftcr 
week  passes,  ana  he  goes  not ;  and  while  he  keeps 
my  father  company  over  the  bottle  and  tells  Minna 
romantic  stories  of  foreign  people,  and  distant  wars, 
in  wild  and  unknown  regions,  the  time  glides  on,  am( 
chaammKor,  of  whom. we  know  mutag  ex<*ept  Uiat 
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h«  18  one,  becomes  gr«hian7  dostr  and  nore  in* 
Bepnrably  intimate  in  our  society.-^nd  now,  fare- 
well. Noma  hopes  to  maka  your  peace  with  my 
father,  and  entreats  you  not  to  leave  Burgh- Westra 
to-morrow,  however  cold  he  and  my  aiater  may  ap- 
near  towards  you.  I  too,"  ehe  sajd,  stretching  her 
hand  towards  him, "  must  wear  a  face  of  cold  fnend- 
ship  as  towards  an  uh welcome  visiter.  But  at  heart 
We  are  still  Brenda  and  Mordannt.  And  now  sepa- 
rate quickly,  for  we  must  not  be  seen  together." 

9he  stretched  her  hand  to  him,  but  withdrew  it  in 
tome  slight  confusion,  laughing  and  blushing  when, 
by  a  natural  impulse,  he  was  about  to  oress  it  to  his 
lips.  He  endeavoured  for  a  moment  to  detain  lier,^  for 
the  interview  had  for  him  a  degree  of  fa/Kination, 
which,  as  often  as  he  had  before  been  alone  with 
Brenda,  he  had  never  experienced.  But  she  extri- 
cated herself  from  him,  and  again  signing  an  adieu, 
end  pointing  out  to  him  a  path  diflerent  from  that 
which  she  was  hereelf  about  to  take,  tripped  towards 
the  house,  and  was  soon  hidden  from  his  view  by  the 
acclivity. 

Mordaunt  stood  gazing  afrer  her  in  a  state  of  mind, 
to  whk:h,  as  yet,  he  Tied  been  a  stranger.  The  dubious 
neutral  ground  between  love  and  friendship  may  be 
long  and  safelv  trodden,  until  he  who  stands  upon  it 
is  suddenly  caQed  upon  to  recognise  the  authority  of 
the  one  or  the  other  power ;  and  then  it  most  fre- 
quently happens,  that  the  partv  who  for  years  sup- 
posed himself  only  a  friend,  finds  himself  at  once 
transformed  mto  a  lover.  That  such  a  change  in 
Mordaunt's  feelings  should  take  place  from  this  date, 
although  he  himself  was  unable  exactly  to  distinguish 
its  nature,  was  to  be  expected  He  fbund  himeelf  at 
once  received,  with  the  most  unsuspicious  frankness, 
into  the  confidence  of  a  beautiful  and  fascinating 
voung  woman,  by  whom  he  had,  so  short  a  time  be- 
fore, imai^ned  himself  despised  and  dishked;  and,  if 
%  any  thing  could  make  a  change,  in  itself  so  surprising 
and  so  pleasing,  yet  more  intoxicating,  it  was  the 
guileless  and  open-hearted  simplicity  ot  Brenda,  that 
cast  an  enchantment  over  every  thing  which  she  did 
or  saki.  The  scene,  too,  might  have  had  its  eflfoct, 
though  there  was  little  occasion  for  its  aid.  But  a 
fair  face  looks  yet  fairer  under  the  light  of  the  moon, 
and  a  sweet  voice  sounds  yet  sweeter  among  the 
whispering  sounds  of  a  summer  night.  Mordaunt, 
therefore,  who  had  by  this  time  returned  to  thehou^, 
was  disposed  to  listen  with  unusual  patience  and 
complacency  to  the  enthusiastic  declamatran  pro- 
nounced upon  moonlight  by  Claud  Hnlcro,  whose 
ecstasies  had  been  awakened  on  the  subject  by  a  short 
^um  in  (he  open  air,  undertaken  to  qualify  the  vapours 
of  the  good  liquor,  which  he  had  not  spared  during  the 
festival. 

"Thd  sun,  my  boy,"  he  said,  "is  every  wretched 
labourer's  day-lantern— it  comes  glaring  yonder,  out 
of  the  east,  to  summon  up  a  whole  world  to  labour  and 
to  misery ;  whereas  the  merry  moon  lights  all  of  us  to 
minh  and  to  love." 

"And  to  madness  or  she  is  much  belied,"  said 
Mordaunt,  by  way  of^ saying  something. 

**Let  it  be  so."  answered  Halcro,  "so  she  does  not 
turn  us  melancholy  mad.— My  dear  youngfriend,  the 
folks  of  th'6  painstaking  world  are  far  too  anxious 
about  possessing  all  their  wits,  or  having  them,  as 
^  tYiey  say.  about  them.  At  least  I  know  I  nave  been 
often  called  half-witted,  and  I  am  sure  I  have  gone 
through  the  world  as  weil  as  if  I  had  double  the  quan- 
tity. But  stop—where  was  1 1  O,  touching  and  con- 
cerning the  moon— why,  maiK  she  is  the  very  soul  of 
I  love  and  poetry.  I  question  if  there  was  ever  a  true 
lover  in  existence  who  had  not  got  at  least  as  far  as 
*  O  thou,'  in  a  sonnet  in  her  praise." 

**The  moon,"  mid  the  fhctor,  who  was  now  begin- 
ning to  speak  very  thick, "  npena  com,  at  least  the  old 
folk  said  so— and  she  fills  nuts  also,  whilknofleas 
inattcp-rsjfwwre  nticM^  jmeri" 

**  A  fine,  a  fine,"  sakT  the  Udaller,  who  was  now  in 

bis  alutudes;  "  the  factor  speaks  Greek— by  the  bones 

of  my  holy  namesake,  Saint  Magnus,  he  shall  drink 

off  the  yawl  full  of  punch,  tmless  Re  gives  us  a  song 

i        en  rhe  spot !" 

Too  moch  water  drowned  the 'miller,"  aosweMd 


TMptoIemnB.    "  My  brun  lias  more  neisd  of  draiajng 
than  of  being  drenched  with  more  liquor." 

"  Sing:  then,"  saki  the  despotic  landloni,  "for no 
one  shall  speak  any  other  laagaane  here,  savebonert 
Norse,  jolly  Dutch,  or  Danske,  or  broad  Scoui,  it 
the  least  of  it.  So.  Eric  Scambester,  prodaos  tiit 
yawt^  and  fill  it  to  the  brim,  as  a  charge  for  t 


'.n  the  vessel  could  reach  the  agrieultnrist,  h^  §»> 
ing  it  under  way,  and  steering  towaida  him  by  ibnt 
ucka,  (for  Scambester  himself  waa  by  this  time  not 
over  steady  in  his  course.)  made  a  desperate  efis^ 
and  began  to  aing,  or  rather  to  croak  forth,  a  Toik- 
shire  harvest-home  ballad,  which  his  father  ased  to 
sing  when  he  was  a  little  mellow,  and  which  watt 
to  the  tune  of  "  Hey  Dobbin,  away  with  the  wa9M." 
The  niefiil  aspect  of  the  ainger,  and  the  de^pcntelf 
discordant  tones  of  his  voice  mrnrad  so  debghtAI  a 
contrast  with  the  jollity  of  the  words  and  tune,  that 
honest  Triptolemua  afforded  the  same  sort  of  amoM' 
ment  wbkm  a  reveller  might  give^  bv  appearina  on  a 
festival  day  in  the  bolyday*ooat  of  his  granriiariiff. 
mL-  .._. i„j_j  A • —  for  even  the  miahtf 


The  jest  condnded  the  evening,  for  i 

and  strong-headed  Magnus  himself  had  oonfeased  tbi 
influence  of  the  sleepy  god.  The  guests  weotoffM 
they  best  might,  each  to  his  separate  orib  and  restiBf- 
place,  and  in  a  short  time  the  mansion,  which  wild 
laie  so  noisy,  waa  hushed  into  peilect  sils&oe. 


Thsy 
With 
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man  their  boati,  and  all  the  roeor  oms  im, 


With  whatmever  nifht  ihe  monsttn  bane  > 
Pikm,  balberda,  •pita,  and  darti,  that  wouao  a 
The  tooli  of  p«aoe,  and  implemenu  of  war. 
Now  waa  the  time  for  viroroui  ladi  to  thow  * 
What  love  or  honoar  couid  meita  then  to  ;— 
A  goodly  theatre,  where  rooke  aia  round 
With  rerorend  age  and  lovely  lanea  crown'd. 
Battle^  tJUe 


Tm  morning  which  succeeds  such  a  feast  u  tbat 
of  Magnua Trail,  usually  lacks  a  little  of  the  seat  wbicb 
seasoned  the  revels  of  the  preceding  day,  u  t^ 
fashionable  reader  may  have  observed  at  a  pmc 
breakfast  during  the  race-week  in  a  country  towa; 
for,  in  what  is  called  the  best  society,  these  mgm 
moments  are  usually  spent  by  the  compaaf,  cKi 
apart  in  their  own  dressing-ffooms.  At  Buigo-nit- 
tra,  it  will  readily  be  believed,  no  such  space  for  k- 
tirement  was  afiordedt  and  the  lasses,  with  tfaer 
paler  cheeks,  the  elder  dames,  with  nuuty  a  wink  an 
yawn,  were  compelled  to  meet  with  theur  male  on- 

Knions  (headachs  and  all)  just  three  hours  aflflr  they 
d  parted  from  each  other. 

Enc  Scambester  had  done  all  .that  man  oonUdf 
to  supply  the  full  means  of  divertias  the  eooui  of  m 
morning  meal.  The  board  grosned  with  roaoiU.ol 
bun^  beef,  made  after  the  fashion  of  ZeduMr^m 
pasuee— with  baked  meate-with  fish,  dressed  im 
cured  in  every  possible  manner :  nay,  with  the  fofogn 
delicacies  of  tea,  eofTce^  and  chocolate;  for,  iswj 
have  already  had  occaaion  to  remaik,  the  siuiatioo* 
these  islands  made  them  early  acquainted  with  Tin* 
ous  articles  of  foreign  luxury,  which  were^  as  yet,  fnt 
little  known  in  Scotland,  where,  at  a  mi^  later  p^ 
riod  than  that  we  write  o£  one  pound  of  green  tea  wt 
dressed  like  cabbage,  and  another  converted  mioa 
vegetable  sauce  for  salt  beef,  by  the  ignorance  of  tn 
good  housewives  to  whom  they  had  been  seDtasn^ 
prpsents.  , .  ,    .   ,^ 

Besides  theMpreparadons,  the  table  exhibited  wM^ 
ever  mtgbtv  potions  are  resorted  to  by  Aon*  w**JJ 
under  the  lacenoue  name  of  a  '^  hair  of  the  dog  w 
bit  you."  There  was  the  potent  Irish  Usqueba^- 
right  Nantz-~aenuine  Schiedamm— Aquavit*  aw 
Caithnesa— and  Golden  Wasser  from  Hambgjj 
there  was  rum  of  formidable  antiquity,  and  e«p*C 
from  the  Leeward  IsUnds.  Afler.  these  detaiM»il 
were  needless  to  mention  tl 
—the  (Sermnn  mum,  and  _ 

more  would  it  be  beneath  our  dignity  U . 

the  innumerable  sorta  of  pottage  and  flmnmeryiWt 
gather  with  the  bland,  and  various  preparansns  • 
milk,  for  those  who  preferred  thinner  pofatioos.  ^_^ 

Mo  wander  tbat  the  avht  of  SQ  mwh  0n4  oM 


ids.  Afler  these  detaiM^g 
I  the  stout  home^ieiwj 
i  Schwarti  keer-and  lUl 
1  our  dignity  to  dwell  npoa 
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■wakeiwd  Uie  tpfMllte  and  raiMd  the  epirits  of  the 
Ihcisued  revellers.  The  younff  raeii  began  immedi- 
ately to  seek  out  their  partners  of  the  preceding  even- 
mg|  and  to  renew  the  small  talk  which  had  unven-the 
night  so  merhir  away ;  while  Magnus,  with  his  stout 
M  Norse  kindred,  encouraged,  by  precept  and  exam- 
ple^ those  of  elder  days  and  graver  mood,  to  a  sub* 
atantiai  flirtation  with  the 


__  thinKB  before  them. 

SciU,  however,  there  was  a  long  period  to  be  filled  up 
before  dinner;  for  the  most  protracted  bieakfast  can- 
not well  last  above  an  hour;  and  it  was  to  be  feared 
that  Claud  Halcro  meditated  the  occni^tion  of  this 
^■cant  morning  with  a  formidable  recitation  of  his 
>wn  verses,  besides  tellina  at  its  full  length,  the 
whole  history  of  his  introduction  to  glorious  John 
Dfyden.  But  fortune  relieved  the  guests  of  Buivh- 
Weetra  from  this  threatened  infliction,  by  sentnng 
them  means  of  amusement  peculiarly  suited  to  their 
taste  and  habits. 

Most  of  the  guests  were  using  their  tooth-picks, 
some  were  be^nning  to  talk  of  vmat  was  to  be  done 
next,  when^  with  haste  in  his  step,  fire  in  his  eye,  and 
a  harpoon  m  his  hand,  Erio  Scambeeter  came  to  an- 
noonce  to  the  company,  that  there  was  a  whale  on 
ibore,  or  nearly  so,  at  the  throat  of  the  voe !  Then  you 
mi^i  have  seen  such  a  joyous,  boisterous,  and  uni- 
versal bustle,  as  only  the  love  of  sport,  so  deeply  im- 
planted in  our  nature,  can  possiblv  inspire.    A  set  of 
eotntry  aquirea,  about  to  bc«t  for  the  first  woodcocks 
of  the  season,  were  a  comparison  as  petty,  in  respect 
to  the  giee,  aa  in  regard  to  the  importance  of  the  ob- 
ject; the  nattue,  upon  a  strong  cover  in  Ettrick  For- 
es, for  the  destnictwn  of  the  foxes;  the  insurrection 
of  the  sDortemen  of  the  Lennox,  when  one  of  the 
Dskc^s  deer  nets  out  from  Inch-Mirran;  nav,  the 
jofns  rally  of  the  fox-chase  itself^  with  all  its  olithe 
iceompantments  of  hound  and  horn,  fail  infinitely 
ikon  of  the  animation  with  which  the  gallant  sons  of 
Thale  aetoflfto  encounter  the  monster,  whom  the  sea 
kad  sent  for  their  amoseroent  at  so  opportune  a  con- 
jineture. 

The  raultifarioiia  stores  of  Bargh-Westra  were 
nmimafied  hastily  for  all  sorts  of  arms,  which  couM 
be  usedf  on  such  an  occasion.  Harpoons,  swoids, 
pikes,  and  halberds,  fell  to  the  lot  or  some ;  others 
contented  themselves  with  hay-forks,  spits,  and  what- 
ever else  could  be  found,  that  was  at  onoe  long  and 
sharp.  Thus  hsstily  equipped,  one  division,  under  the 
oommand  of  Captain  Cleveland,  hastened  to  mah 
the  boats  which  my  in  the  little  haven,  while  the  rest 
of  the  party  hurxied  by  land  to  the  scene  of  action. 

Poor  TYipiolemus'Vas  interrupted  in  a  plan,  which 
he,  too,  had  formed  against  the  patience  of  the  Zet- 
landera,  and  which  was  to  have  consisted  in  a  lecture 
i^KHi  the  agrienltttie,  and  thecapabilitiea  of  the  coun- 
try, by  this  sudden  hubbub^  which  put  an  end  at  once 
» Ilalcio's  poetry,  and  to  his  no  less  formidable  prose. 
It  may  be  easily  imaginod,  that  be  took  very  httle 
imerest  in  the  sport  wliieh  was  so  suddenly  subeti- 
tatad  for  his  lucubratioitfL  and  he  would  not  even 
nave  deigned  to  have  looked  upon  the  active  scene 
which  was  about  to  take  place,  had  he  not  been  sti- 
tnolated  thereunto  by  the  exhortations  of  Mistress 
Baby.  *'Pit  vouraell  forward,  man,"  said  that  provi- 
dent person,  pit  yoursell  forward— wha  kens  where 
a  blessing  may  light  ?— thev  say  that  a'-  men  share 
snd  share  eqnals-aquals  in  the  crcyture'sufaua  and  a 
piato't  wad  be  worth  ailler,  to  light  the  cruise  m  the 
lang  dark  nights  that  thcjr  speak  of.  Pit  yoursell 
ibrwafd,  man^there's  a  gnitp  to  ye— faint  heart  never 
nan  foir  lady— wha  kens  but  what,  when  it's  frssh,  it 
Mr  eat  wed  eneugh,  and  spare  butter  1" 

What  aeal  was  added  to  Tnptolemus's  motions,  by 
Ike  prospect  of  eating  finesh  train-oi^  ii»tead  of  but- 
Hr,  we  know  not ;  but,  as  better  might  not  be,  be 
Wandiehed  the  niral  implement  (a  stablo^fork)  with 
vfaich  he  was  armed,  and  went  down  to  wage  battle 
«Hk  the  whale. 

The  sitoatwn  in  which  the  enemy's  ill  faio  had 
ihosd  hint,  was  particularly  favourable  to  the  enter- 
frise  of  the  islanders.  A  tide  of  unusual  height  had 
cirmd  the  ammal  over  a  laige  bar  of  sand,  into  the 
voe  or  creek  in  which  he  was  now  lying.  So  soon  as 
ksfooad  ibawaMreblMB^hsbecaneaeiiaibfeaf  his 


danger,  and  had  made  desperate  aUbrts  to  get  wer 
the  shallow  water,  where  the  waves  broke  on  ihebai  i 
but  hitherto  he  had  rather  injured  than  mended  hia 
oondition,  having  got  himself  partly  aground,  and 
lyiug  therefore  parucularly  exposed  to  the  meditated 
attack.  At  this  moment  the  enemy  came  down  upon 
him.  The  front  ranks  consisted  of  the  young  and 
hardy,  armed  in  the  miacellaneous  manner  we  have 
described ;  while,  to  wimess  and  animate  their  eflbrti^ 
the  young  women,  and  the  elderly  persons  of  both 
sexes,  took  their  place  among  the  rocka,  which  over* 
hung  the  scene  of  action. 

As  tlie  boats  had  to  double  a  little  headland,  era 
they  opened  the  mouth  of  the  vocu  those  who  came 
by  land  to  the  shores  of  the  inlet,  had  time  to  make 
the  necessarv  reoonnoissances  upon  the  force  and 
aituation  of  the  enemy,  on  whom  they  were  about  to 
commence  a  simultaneous  stuck  by  land  and  aea. 

This  duty,  the  stout-hearted  and  expeiienced  gene- 
ral, for  so  the  Udaller  might  be  termed^  would  intiusi 
to  no  eyes  but  his  own ;  and,  indeed,  his  external  ap- 
pearance, and  hia  sage  conduct,  rendered  him  alike 
qualified  for  the  command  which  he  enjoyed.  Hia 
gold-laoed  hat  waa  exchanged  for  a  bearskin  cap,  hia 
suit  of  blue  broadcloth^  with  its  scarlet  lining,  and 
loopa,  and  froga  of  bullion,  had  given  place  to  a  red 
flannel  jacket,  vrith  buttons  of  black  horn,  over  which 
he  wore  a  aeal-skin  shirt  curiously  seamed  and  plaited 
on  the  bosom,  such  aa  are  used  by  the  Esquunaoz, 
and  somedmes  by  the  Greenland  whale-fisheia.  Sea- 
boots  of  a  formidable  site  completed  his  dress,  and 
in  his  hand  he  held  a  large  whaling-knife,  which  he 
brandished,  aaif  impatient  to  employ  it  in  the  opera* 
tk>n  oljlinckinf^  the  huge  animal  which  lay  belbfs 
them,— that  ia,  the  act  of  separadng  its  flesh  from  its 
bones.  Upon  closer  examination,  nowever,  he  waa 
obliged  to  confess,  that  the  sport  to  which  he  had 
oonaucted  his  friends,  however  much  it  corresponded 
with  the  magnificent  scale  of  his  hospitality,  waa 
likely  to  be  attended  with  ita  own  peculiar  dangers 
and  difficulties. 

The  animal,  upwards  of  sixty  feet  in  length,  waa 
lyini;  perfectly  still,  in  a  deep  part  of  the  voe  into 
which  it  bad  weltered,  and  where  it  aeeujtd  to  await 
the  retuni  of  tide,  of  which  it  was  probably  assured 
by  instinct.  A  fx>un9el  of  .experienced  harpooners 
waa  instantly  called,  and  it  was  agre^  that  an  efibrt 
should  be  made  to  nooee  the  tail  of  this  torpid  levia- 
than, by  casting  a  cable  around  it,  to  be  made  fast  by 
anchors  to  the  shore,  and  thus  to  aecure  against  hia 
eeeape,  in  case  the  tide  should  make  before  they  were 
able  to  despatch  him.  Three  boata  were  deetined  xa 
ihia  delicate  piece  of  service,  one  of  which  the  Udal- 
ler himself  proposed  to  command,  while  Cleveland 
and  Mertoun  were  to  direct  the  two  othera.  Tnia 
bong  decided,  they  sa|  down  on  the  strand,  waiting 
with  impatience  until  the  naval  psrt  of  the  force 
should  arrive  in  the  voe.  It  was  during  this  interval, 
thatTriptolemus  Yellowley,  after  rfieasuring  with  hia 
eyea  the  extraordinary  size  of  the  whale,  obaerved, 
that  in  his  poor  mind,  "  A  wain  with  six  owsen,  or 
with  sixty  owsen  either,  if  they  were  the  owsen  of 
the  country,  could  not  drag  siccan  a  huge  creature 
from  the  water,  where  it  was  now  lying,  to  the  aea- 
beach.'/ 

Trifling  as  this  remark  may  seem  to  .the  reader,  it 
was  connected  with  a  subject  which  always  fired  the 
blood  of  the  okl  Udaller,.  who,  glancing  upon  Trin* 
tolemus  a  quick  and  stem  look,  asked  him  what  tna 
devil  it  signified,  supp^^sing  a  iiundred  oxen  could  not 
drag  the  whale  upoii  the  beach?  Mr.  Yellowley/ 
though  not  much  liking  the  tone  vnth  which  the  ques- 
tion waa  put,  felt  that  nis  dignity  and  his  profit  com- 
pelled him  to  answer  ae  fotlows:- '^Nav,  sir— you 
know  yoursell,  Master  Msgnus  Troil.  and  every  one- 
knows  that  knows  any  thm^  that  whalea  of  sioean 
as  may  not  f 


>ws  any  thtnft  that  whal( 

be  mastermUY  dragged  i 

dity  of  one  wsin  with  six 


^  on  shore  by 

the  instramentality  of  one  wsln  wi'th  six  owsen,  are 
the  right  and  property  of  the  Admiral,  who  is  at  this 
time  the  same  noble  lord  who  la,  moreover,  Cham- 
berlain of  these  isles." 

''And  I  tell  >'ou.  Mr.  Triptolemus  YeQowley,"  said 
the  Udaller,  "  as  I  would  tell  your  master  if  he  weiaT 
hersk  that  every  man  who  riaks  his  life  §•  king  thgt 
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liab  aihoKk  thaU  have  an  opia]  aban  and  partition, 
aocording  to  our  ancient  and  loyeabte  Norae  cuatom 
and  wont ;  nay,  if  there  ia  ao  much  aa  a  woman 
looking  on,  that  wQl  but  touch  the  caUcL  ahe  will  be 
partner jvvith  ua;  ay,  and  more  than  all  that,  if  ahe 
will  but  aay  there  ia  a  reaaon  for  it  we  will  aaaign  a 
portion  to  the  babe  that  ia  unborn/' 

The  atrict  principle  of  equity,  which  dictated  thia 
latC  arrangement  occaaioned  laughter  among  the 


men 
The 


tyi*! 
thai 


in,  and  aome  uight  confiiaion  among  the  women. 
The  £Eu:tor,  however,  thought  it  ahame  to  be  ao  eaaily 
daunted.  *'  Suum  cuiaue  IribuUo^^*  aaid  he  {  "1  will 
attnd  for  my  lord'a  right  and  my  own." 

"  >ViU  youT*  replied  Hagnua;  "  then,  by  the  Mar- 

ra  bonea.  you  ahall  have  no  law  of  partition  but 

jat  of  God  and  Saint  OlavcL  which  we  had  before 
«ther  factor,  or  treaaurer.  or  chamberlain  were  heard 
of !— All  ahall  ahara  that  lend  a  hand,  and  never  a  one 
daau  Ho  y<ii,  Maater  Factor,  ahall  be  hnty  aa  well 
aa  other  folk,  and  think  youraelf  lucky  to  anare  like 
olher  folk.  Jump  into  that  boat,''  (for  the  boata  had 
ky  thia  time  pulled  round  the  headland,)  "  and  you, 
aiy  lada,  make  way  for  the  factor  in  the  atern-alieeta 
--he  ahall  be  the  firat  man  thia  bleeaad  day  that  ahaU 
strike  the  fiah."  « 

The  kmd  authoritative  voice,  and  the  habit  of  abao- 
lala command  inferred  in  the  Udallet'a  whole  manner, 
together  with  the  oonacioua  want  of  favoorera  end 
backera  amongat  the  reat  of  the  company,  rendered 
it  difficult  for  Triptolemua  to  evade  compliance, 
although  he  waa  thua  about  to  be  placed  in  a  aitiiatwn 
eqoaliy  novel  and  periloua.  He  waa  adll,  however, 
heaitatingi  and  attempting  an  explanation,  with  a 
voice  in  which  anger  waa  qualified  by  fear,  and  both 
thinly  diaguiaed  under  an  attempt  to  be  Jocular,  and 
lo  repreaent  the  whole  aa  a  jesti  when  he  heard  the 
voice  of  Baby  maundering  in  hia  ear,—"  Wad  he  loae 
hia  ahara  of  the  ulzie,  aiid  the  lani  Zetland  winter 
coming  nn,  when  the  Itghteat  day  in  December  ia  not. 
io  clear  aa  a  rooonleaa  night  in  the  Meama  7" 

This  domestic  inatigauon,  in  addition  to  thoee  of 
fear  of  the  Udallar,  and  ahame  to  aeem  leaa  cou- 
rageoua  than  othera,  ao  inflaaied  the  agriculturiat'a 
apirita,  that  he  ahook  hia  graip  aloft,  and  entered 
the  boat  with  the  air^of  Neptune  himaeli;  carrying  on 
hiffh  hia  tridenu 

The  three  boata  deatined  for  thia  periloua  aerviee^ 
now, approached  the  dark  maaa,  which  lay  like  an 
iaiet  in  the  deepeat  part  of  .the  voe,  and  aufiered  them 
lo  approach  without  showing  any.  aign  of  animation. 
Silently,  and  with  auch  precaution  aa  the  extreme 
delicacy  of  the  OMraiion  required,  the  intrepid  adven- 
tarera,  after  the  failure  of  their  fvat  attempt,  and  the 
expenditure  of  coiiaklerable  time,  auocecdied  in  caat- 

aa  cable  around  the  body  of  the  torpid  monster, 
in  carrying  the  enda  of  it  aahore,  when  a  hun- 
hands  were  inatantly  employed  in  aecuring  them. 
But  era  thia  waa  accomphahed,  the  tide  began  to  make 
feat,  and  the  Udaller  infornwd  hie  aaaiatants,  that 
either  the  fish  inual,  be  killed,  or  at  leastgreatlv  wound- 
ed, era  the  depth  of  water  on  the  bar  waa  aufficient  to 
ioat  him ;  or  that  he  waa  not  unUkely  to  eacapo  bwn 
their  joint  proweaa. 

"  W^refore."  aakl  be,  "we  muat  aeC  to  work,  and 
the  foctor  ahall  have  thie  honour  to  make  the  firat 
throw.'* 

The  valiant  Triptolemua  caqght  the  word:  and  it 
ia  necea*ary  to  aay  that  the  patience  of  the  whale,  in 
anflering  hiroaelf  to  be  nooeed  without  reaiatanee,  had 
dieted  nia  tenora,  and  very  mpch  lowered  the  crea- 
tme  in  hia  opinion.  He  protested  the  fiah  had  no 
more  vrit,  and  aoaroelv  more  activity,  than  a  black 
anail  t  and.  influenced  by  thia  undue  contempt  of  the 
adveraary,  he  waited  neither  for  a  further  aignal,  nor 
a  better  weapon,  nor  a  mora  auiuble  poeioon,  but, 
liidng  in  hia  energy,  hurled'hia  graip  wiih  all  hia  force 
■gainat  the  unfortunate  monater.  The  boata  had  not 
yet  retreated  from  him  to  the  dlatanoo  neoeaaary  to 
aoaura  aafety,  when  tlna  injudicioua  commencement 
of  the  war  took  place. 

If  agnua  Troil,  who  had  only  jeati  i  with  the  factor, 
and  had  itpprveo  the  launching  the  first  spear  against 
the  wha«e  lu  some  much  more  skilful  hand,  had  juat 
ftgia.  to  ejttlatm,  *' Hind  youmalveB,  iiK]a>  «r  we  ora  «U 


swaippedL"  when  the  manalpr.  wwaed  at  oncefroai 
inactivity  by  the  blow  of  the  n^toi's  miaaila,  biev 


with  a  noise  resembling  the  explosion  of  a  steam' 
engine^  a  huge  ahower  of  water  into  the  air,  and  at 
the  aame  time  began  to  laah  the  wavea.wiih  his  tail 
in  every  direction.  The  boat  in  which  Magnus  pia- 
dded  received  the  ahower  of  brine  which  tlie  aiuiBsl 
spouted  aloft ;  and  the  adven turoua  Triptokmua,  wl» 
had  a  full  ahareof  the  immeraion,  waa  so  much  astoop 
ished  and  terrified  by  the  conaeqnencea  of  his  ova 
valoroua  deed,  that  he  tumbled  backwards  amoopl 
the  feet  of  the  people,  who»  too  busy  to  attend  to  hiOb 
were  actively  eiwaged  in  getting  the  boat  into  shosj 
water,  out  of  the  whaled  reach*  Here  he  lay  ibr 
aome  minutea,  trampled  on  by  the  foet  of  the  boaV 
men,  until  they  lay  on  their  oara  to  bal&  when  tM 
Udaller  ordered  them  to  puU  to  ahora,  and  land  this 
spare  hand,  who  hod  oonunanced  the  fiahing  so  ia* 


..bile  this  waa  doiagi  the  other  boats  bad  dso 
pulled  oflf  to  aafor  diatance^  and  now,  from  tbewM 
well  aa  from  the  ahora,  the  unfortunate  nadve  of  m 
deep  waa  overwhelmed  by  tU  kinda  of  missiiea-" 
harpoona  and  speara  flew  againat  him  on  all  sidM 
—guna  were  firecU  and  each  varioua  meana  of  aoDoy^ 
ance  plied  which  could  excite  him  to  exhaust  ui 
atrength  in  uaelesa  rage.  When  the  animal  fiMUU 
that  he  waa  locked  in  oy  ahallowa  on  all  aides,  iod 
became  aenaible,  at  the  aame  tune,  of  the  atram  oi  ; 
the  cable  on  hia  body,  the  coovulaive  efibru  whidi 
he  made  to  eecape,  accompanied  with  aounds  rMom- 
biing  deep  and  loud  groana,  would  have  moved jw 
oompaaaion  of  all  but  a  practiaed  whale-fiaber.  Tht 
repeated  ahowera  which  he  apouted  into  the  air  be|qi 
now  to  be  mingled  with  blood,  and  the  waves  won 
aurrounded  him  aaaumed  the  aame  crimson  oppMr* 
ance.  Mean  time  the  attempta  of  the  asaailanis  wen 
redoubled:  but  Mordaunt  Hertouu  and  Clevejiad^ 
in  particular,  exerted  themaelvea  to  the  uttennoi^ 
contending  who  ahould  diaplay  moat  courage  in  .«p> 
proaching  the  monster,  so  tremendous  in  its  agoaiea  ' 
and^'should  inflict  the  moat  deep  and  deadly  wouni 
upon  ita  huge  bulk. 

The  content  aeemed  at  laat  nretty  well  ovtf }  w 
althoofdi  the  animal  continued  from  time  to  aoeM 
make  uantic  exertiona  for  liberty,  yet  ita  atrengtii  ap* 
peered  ao  much  exhausted,  that,  even  iMth  the  iMi* 
ance  of  the  tide,  which  had  now  riaen  coosideiablri 
if  waa  thought  it  could  acarcelyextricate  itael£ 

Magnua  ji^ve  the  aignal  to  venture  nearer  to  » 
whale,  calUnff  out  at  the  aame  time^  "Close  in,  m 
he  ia  not  halfao  madnow— The^actor  may  looa  w 
a  winier'a  oil  for  the  two  lampa  at  Haifra— PuUcwi 
injada." 

£re  hia  ordera  could  be  obeyed,  the  other  two  bosli 
had  anticipated  hia  purpoaei  and  Mordaunt  MerM, 
eeger  to  diatinguiah  himaelf  above  Cleveland,  M 
with  the  whole  atrength  he  poaaeaaed,  plunaed.a  hall- 
pike  into  the  body  of  the  animal.  But  the  TeviathtD, 
like  a  nation  whose  reaourcea  appear  totally  exha«t* 
ed  br  prsvioua  loeeea  and  calamities  ooUected  u 
wboie  remaining  force  for  an  effortjnrhich  pn>ved  at 
once  desperate  and  aucceaafol.  The  wound,  ia«| 
received,  nad  probably  reached  through  his  eittsm 
defencea  of  blubber,  and  attained  aome  very  seosinve 
part  of  the  s^tem ;  for  he  roared  afoud,  aa  be  sent  ta 
the  Ay  a  mingled  aheet  of  brine  and  blood,  aad  sna^ 
ping  the  atrong  cable  Uke  a  twife  overaet  Mertooa  I 
boat  vrith  a  blow  of  hia  tail,  ahotbimaelA  hv  a  ini^g 
eflbrt,  over  the  bar,  upon  which  the  tide  ban  now  rM 
conaiderably,  and  made  out  to  aea,  carrying  with  w 
a  whole  grove  of  the  implementa  which  had  M 
planted  in  hia  body,  and  leaving  behind  him,  on  b< 
watera,  a  dark  red  trace  of  hia  course.  „/ 

**Thera  gpea  to  aea  your  eruiar  of  oil,  Maater  i  e^ 
fowley,"  aaid  Magnua,  "  and  you  mnat  eonaome  aiai^ 
ton  anet,  or  go  lo  bed  in  the  dark."  ,  ^  .    . 

".  Optram  el  oleum  perdidi^*^  muttered  TnpfolO!  ; 
moa;  "but  if  they  catbh  me  whale-fiabing  •^A  \ 
will  conaent  that  the  fiah  ahall  awallow  ma  as  he  da 

*'  Bnt  where  ia  Mordaunt  Mertoun  aU  this  ^^^  i 
exclaimed  Claud  Halcro:  and  it  waa  matantly  po^ 
eeived  thai  tba  ymith,  who  had  baaattuonsd  whcft 
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flit  bo«t  was  ptove.  wcii  unabld  to  «wim  tb  shore  as 
Ae  other  sailon  dio,  and  now  floated  senselefls  upon 
AewavesL 

We  have  noticed  the  Mtnge  and  mhoman  preju- 
dice^ which  rendered  the  Zethmdcra  of  that  oanod 
oiwiUing  to  aaeist  thoec  whom  thor  aaw  in  the  act 
of  drowning,  though  that  is  the  calamity  to  which 
the  ialanden  are  most  frequently  eipoaed.  Three 
men,  however,  soared  above  this  superatition.  The 
firat  was  Chiud  Halcro,  who  threw  himself  from  a 
■mall  roek  headlong  into  the  waves,  foraetting,  as  he 
himself  afterwards  stated,  that  he  coold  not  swira, 
and,  if  jx>s8eased  of  the  harp  of  Anoo,  had  no  dol* 
phins  IB  attendance.  Ttie  fint  phinge  vrhich  the 
poet  made  in  deep  water,  reminding  him  6f  these  defi* 
eieaciea,  he  was  nin  to  cKiw  to  the  rock  from  which 
he  had  dived,  and  was  at  len^  glad  to  rqgain  th« 
ihore^  at  the  expenee  of  a  dackmg.  . 

Magnus  Trott,  whose  honest  heart  ibiflot  his  laAe 
eoobesB  towards  Mordaunt,  when  he  saw  dlie  yovih'a 
'     !er,  woidd  instantly  have  brought  him  more  ef- 

_jil  aid,  bot  Eric  Scambester  held  him  fast 

"Hout,  sir-hout,**  ezsiained  that  iaithAd  stlend- 
•nt— ''CM>tatn  Cleveland  has  a  grip  of  Mr.  Mor- 
dannt-just  let  the  twa  sirangers  belp  ilk  other,  and 
stand  by  the  upshoc  The  Lght  of  the  ooiiiitxy  is 
not  to  be  quenched  for  Uie  iike  of  them.  Bide  still, 
to,  I  sar— Bredness  Toe  is  not  a  bowl  of  punch, 
that  a  man  can  be  fished  oat  of  like  a  toast  with  i 
loBff  spoon.'' 

Tkfl  sa^e  remonstnnoe  would  have  been  allogB^ 
diff  lost  upon  Maxnua,  had  he  not  observed  that 
CSevehmd  nad  to  fact  jumped  out  of  the  boat,  and 
BTCm  to  Mertoon^s  assutance,  and  was  keeping  him 
iftnt  till  the  boat  came  to  the  aid  of  both.    As  soon 

ai  the  hnmediate  danger  which  called  so  kwidly  t^t 

MMinoe  was  thus  ended,  the  honest  Udaller's  do- 

me  to  render  aid  terminated  also ;  and  recollecting 
(fee  cause  of  offence  which  he  had,  or  thought  he  had, 
tgatut  Mordannt  Mertoon,  he  shook  off  bis  butler's 
bold,  and  turning  round  scornfully  from  the  beach, 
ailed  Eric  an  old  fool  for  supposing  that  he  cared 
whether  the  young  fellow  sank  or  swam. 

StiU,  however,  amid  his  assamed  indiflerence.  Mag- 
ma could  not  Kelp  peepins  over  the  heads  of  the  cu^ 
de,  which,  surrounding  Bfordaunt  as  soon  as  ho  was 
bf&ogfat  on  shore,  were  charitablv employed  m  endea* 
vounng  to  recall  him  to  lifot  and  he  was  not  able  io 
attain  the  appeamoee  of  absolute  unooncern,  until  the 
fouQg  man  sat  op  on  the  beach,  and  showed  plainly 
that  the  accident  had  been  attended  with  no  mate- 
rial consequences.  It  was  then  tint  chat,  cuning  the 
osisiants  for  not  giving  the  lad  a  glass  of  brandy^  he 
ivalked  sullenly  away,  as  if  totaUy  unoonoemed  ia 
his  fate. 

The  wotnen,  always  accurate  in  ohssrving  the  tell- 
tale emotions  of  each  other,  failed  not  to  remark,  that 
when  the  sisteN  oi  Burgh-Westra  aaw  Mordaunt 
immeraed  in  the  waves,  Muinanrew  as  pale  as  death, 
while  Brenda  ottered  successive  ^hrims  of  terror. 
Bot  thoitf^  there  were  some  nods,  winks,  and  hints 
that  sold  acquaintance  were  not  easily  foi^ot,  it  waSt 
on  the  whole,  candidlY  admitted,  that  less  than  such 
laarksof  interest  comd  scarce  have  been  oKpscted, 
when  th^  saw  the  companion  of  their  eariy  youth  in 
the  act  of  perishing  before  iheir  eyes. 

Whatever  interest  Mordaunt's  condition  excited 
wlme  it  seemed  perilous,  bei^n  to  abate  as  lie  reeo- 
^oerpd  himself:  and  when  bis  senses  were  fidlv  re- 
stored, only  Claud  Halcro.  with  two  or  three  otnevs, 
were  standing  by  him.  About  ten  paces  off*  stood 
Heveland— his  hair  and  ck>thes  dropping  water,  and 
p  features  wearing  so  peculiar  an  enreastoo,  aa 
jninediatdy  to  arrest  the  atientwn  of  Mordaunt 
Tom  was  a  soj^pressed  smile  on  his  cheek,  and  a 
^  of  pride  in  his  eve,  that  implied  liberation  fhmr  a 
mfid  restraint,  and  something  resembling  gratified 
■om.  Claud  Halcro  hastened  to  intimate  to  Mor- 
nont,  that  he  owed  his  life  to  Cleveland  j  and  the 
fnth,  rising  from  the  ground,  and  toeing  all  other 
wdiQgi  in  those  of  gratitude,  stepped  forward  wtdi 
u  hand  stretched  out,  to  offer  his  warmest  thanks 
^  ois  preserver.  Bot  he  stopped  short  in  suipriss,  as 
^KveUnd,  vstreatiag  a  paoeor  iwo^  folded  trnvoM 


on  his  hsNSti  and  ^edined  lo  accept  his  j^ffeved 
hand.  He  drew  back  in  turn,  and  gazed  with  asto-  ' 
nishmsttt  at  the  angracious  niaBner.  and  almoat  ii^ 
aulting  look,  with  which  Cleveland,  who  had  forw 
meHy  rather  expressed  a  frank  cordiality,  or  at  least 
openness  of  bearing,  now,  after  having  thus  rendered 
him  a  most  important  aervioe,  choae  to  receive  hig 
thanks. 
"  It  is  enough,"  said  Cleveland,  observing  bis  sor 

Eiise,  "  and  it  is  unnecessary  to  say  more  about  it.  I 
ave  paid  back  my  debt,  and  we  are  now  equal.' 

**  You  are  more  than  equal  with  me.  Captain  Clev»> 
land,"  answered  Mertoun,  '*  becauee  you  endangered 
your  iifo  to  do  for  me  what  I  dkl  for  yeu  without  ^ 
slightest  risk  r-hssides,"  he  added,  trying  to  giwsv 
the  disoourss  a  more  pleasant  turn,  I  have  your 
rifle-gun  to  boot" 

"  Cowards  only  count  dangsr  for  any  point  of  th* 
game,"  said  Cleveland.  "  l>aiiger  has  been  my  coi>> 
sort  ior  lifo^  and  ssiled  with  me  on  a  thousand  worsa 
voyaipes  i  and  for  rifles,  I  have  enough  of  my  own^ 
and  von  ipay  see,  when  yon  wil^  which  can  use  thm 

There  was  something  in  the  tone  writh  which  thut 
was  said,  that  stnick  Moidaant  strongly  (  it  was 
miehing  malioho.  as  Hamlet  says,  and  oieaat  mis*) 
chief.  Cleveland  aaw  his  suipriae,  came  close  up  In 
him,  and  apoke  in  a  tow  lone  of  voice :— *^ark  ye,  ny 
young  brother.-  There  is  a  custom  among  us  gentle- 
men of  fortune,  that  when  we  follow  the  same  chase^ 
and  take  the  wind  out  of  each  other's  sails,  we  thinly 
sixty  yards  of  the  sea-beach,  and  a  brace  of  rifles»aia 
no  bad  way  of  making  our  odds  even." 

"  I  do  not  uaderatand  yoU)  Captain.  Cleveland,'' 
said  Mordaunt 

"  I  do  not  suppose  you  do,*-I  did  not  soppoaii 
ron  would,"  said  the  Captain:  and,  tumina  on  his 
had,  with  a  smile  that  resembled  a  sneer,  Mordannt 
aaw  him  mingle  with  thegueeta,  and  very  soon  h#« 
held  him  at  the  side  of  Minna,  who  was  talking  to 
htm  with  animated  feature^  that  seemed  to  thank 
him  for  his  gallant  and  generous  conduct. 

''If  it  were  not  for  Brenda,"  thought  Mordaunt,' 
"  I  almost  wish  be  had  le6  me  in  the  voa  for  no  one 
seems  to  care  whether  I  am  alive  or  diead.--Twn 
riflea  and  sixty  yards  of  aee-beach—is  that  what  ha 
points  at  1— It  may  coine,~But  not  on  the  day  he  hat 
saved  mv  Iifo  with  risk  of  his  own." 

Wfaito  he  was  thus  musing,  Eric  Scambester  wm 
whiflimii^  lo  Halcro^ '  If  thoae  two  lads  do  not  do 
each  other  a  mischief,  their  ia  no  faith  in  frait% 
Master  Mordannt  saves  Cleveland,— well— Cleve- . 
land,  in  requital,  has  turned  all  the  sunshine  o* 
fiiBfdi-WeBtro  10  his  own  side  of  th^  house;  and 
ihink  what  it  is  to  lose  favour  in  such  a  house  as  this^ 
where  the  punch-kettle  is  never  allowed  to  cool  I 
WelL  now  that  Cleveland  ia  bis  turn  has  been  such 
a  foot  as  to  fish  Mordaunt  out  of  the  voe,  see  if  ha 
does  not  give  him  sour  sillocks  for  stock-fish.'* 

''Pshaw,  patoawl"  replied  the  poet,  "  that  ia  all  old 

women's  rancies,  my  fi-iend   Eric;  for  what  saya 

glorious  Diyden— sainted  John,— 

'TWrellowsiailliat 

Bofewten  all  th«M 


at  iproat  bovom  floats,^ 


"  Sahtt  John,  or  Saujt  James  either,  may  ba  nia- 
„ken  in  the  matter."  said  Eric :  "for  I  think  neither 
of  them  lived  in  Zetland.    I  only  i 


taken  in  the  matter."  said  Eric :  "for  I  think  nei 

of  them  lived  in  Zetland.  I  only  say.  that  if  there  ia 
faith  in  old  saws,  these  two  lads  will  do  each  other  i 
miachief ;  and  if  they  do,  I  truat  it  will  light  on  Mor« 
daunt  Mertoun."  ^ 

"  And  why,  Eric  Scambester,"  said  Halcro,  hastilt 
and  angrily,  "  ahould  vou  wish  iU  to  that  poor  you^ 
man,  that  ia  worth  fifty  of  the  other  7" 

"  Let  every  one  rooss  the  ford  as  he  finds  hi" 
replied  Eric ;  "  Master  Mordaunt,  is  all  for  wan  water, 
like  his  old  dog-fish  oi  a  father  t  now  Captain  Cteva* 
land,  d'ye  see,  takes  his  glass,  fika  an  honest  fslton^ 
and  a  gentleman.'* 

^Righily  reaaoned,  and  in  thine  own  division,'' 
aaid  fialcroi  and  breaking  ofi*  their  conversatiobi 
took  his  way  back  to  Burgh-Westra^  to  which  thi 
guests  of  Magnus  were  now  returning  discosauUt 
as  they  went,  with  much  animation,  the  fa*ipus  ni- 
cidenta  of  tmt  «tta«k  UM^a  (he  wbakk  asM  Mt  d 
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littte  scandolized  Mt  it  elioold  have  bsflled  all  their 
ezfirtions. 

**  I  hope  Captain  Doaderdrecht  of  the  Eintracht  of 
Rotterdam  will  never  hear  of  it,"  said  Magnus  i  "he 
'would  Bwear,  donner  and  blitzen,  we  were  only  fit  to 
fiah  flounders."* 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 


And  iMltartkeiter  have  I  rode  to  thee, 
Aod  Udinct  do  I  bring,  and  lucky  ' — 
And  goldeo  timM,  «iM  hapiv 


n  of  pries. 


FoBTumt  who  seems  at  times  to  bear  a  conscience, 
owed  the  hospitable  Udaller  some  amends,  and  ao- 
eordingly  repaid  to  Buigh-Westra  thedisapDointment 
occasioned  by  the  unsacoessful  wbale*fishing^  by 


■ending  thither,  on  the  evening  of  the  day  in  which 
that  incident  happened,  no  less  a  person  than  the  \n^ 

6sr,  or  travelling  merchant,  as  he  styled  himself, 
ryoe  Snailsfoot,  who  arrived  in  great  pompi  himself 
on  one  pony,  and  his  pack  of  goods,  sweHetTto  nearly 
double  Its  usual  size,  forming  the  burden  or  another, 
which  was  led  by  a  bare-heaoed  bars-legged  boy. 

As  Bryce  announced  himself  the  bearer  of  important 
news,  he  was  introduced  to  the  dining  apartment, 
^ers  {tor  that  primitive  age  was  no  reqwcter  of  per- 
•ons)  he  was  permitted  to  sit  down  st  a  side^^taole, 
and  amply  supplied  with  provisions  ar>d  good  liquor  j 
while  tne  attentive  hospitality  of  Magnus  permitted 
no  questions  to  lie  put  to  him.  until,  his  hunger  and 
thirst  appeased,  he  announced,  with  the  sense  of  im- 
portance attached  to  distant  travels,  that  he  had  just 
yesterday  arrived  at  Lerwick  from  Itirkwall,  the  capi- 
tal of  Orkney,  and  would  have  been  hers  yesterday, 
but  it  blew  hard  on  the  Fitful-head. 

**We  had  no  wind  here,'*  said  Magnus. 

**  There  is  somebody  has  not  been  sleeping,  then," 
eatd  the  pedlar,  **ana  her  name  begins  with  N ;  but 
Heaven  is  above  all." 

"But  the  news  from  Orkney;  Bryoe^  instead  of 
cfoaking  about  a  capftil  of  wind  1" 

**  Such  news,"  rq>lied  Brycj^  **  as  has  not  besn  heard 
thia  thirty  years-~not  since  Cfrom  well's  tmie." 

"There  is  not  another  Revolution,  is  there?"  said 
Hakno ;  "  King  Jamea  has  not  come  back,  as  blithe 
as  Kiiig  Charlie  did.  has  he  T 

"It's  hews,"  replied  the  pedlar,  "that  ars  worth 
twenty  kings,  and  kingdoms  to  boot  of  them ;  for  what 
good  aid  the  evolutions  ever  do  usl  and  I  dare  say  we 
have  seen  a  doxen,  great  and  sma'." 

"  Are  any  Indiamen  come  north  about  7"  said  Mag- 
Boa  Troil. 

"Ye  arc  nearer  the  mark,  Fowd."  aaid  the  lagger; 
"but  it  is  nse  Indiamsn,  hot  a  gallant  armed  vessel, 
ohokefhl  of  merchandite,  that  they  part  with  so  easy 
that  a  decent  man  like  mysell  can  afford  to  give  the 
ooontnr  the  best  pennyworths  you  ever  aaw ;  and  that 
you  will  say,  when  I  open  that  pack,  for  I  count  to 
carry  it  back  another  sort  lighter  than  when  I  brought 
{there." 

"Ay,  ay,  Bryce,"  said  the  Udaller,  "yon  most  have 
had  good  baigama  if  you  sell  cheap ;  but  what  ship 

"Cannot  justly  say^I  spoke  to  nobody  but  the 
eaptain  who  was  a  discreet  man ;  but  she  had  been 
down  on  the  Spanish  Main,  for  she  has  silka  and 
aatms,  and  tobacco.  I  wanrant  you.  and  win&  and  no 
lack  of  iugar,  and  bonny-wailies  baith  of  silver  and 


ickor  Sugar, ,  .         ^ 

gawd^  and  a  bonnie  dredging  of  gold  dust  mto  the 

"Vhot  Kke  waa  she  T  said  Cleveland,  who  Beamed 
lo  give  much  attention. 

^A  Btout  ahijp,"  aaid  the  itinerant  merchant, 
**Bdiooner-riggea,- sails  like  a  dolphm,  thev  aay,  car* 
lies  twelve  guns,  and  is  pierced  for  twenty." 

"  Did  ybu  near  the  captain's  name  7"  said  Cleveland, 
Mskuig  rather  lower  than  his  usual  tone. 

**  I  just  ca'd  him  the  Captain,"  replied  Bryce  SnaOa- 
foot  I  "  for  I  make  it  a  nile  never  to  ask  oueationa  of 
them  I  deal  with  in  the  way  of  trade ;  for  there  ia 
many  an  honest  captain,  be^ng  your  pardon,  Cap- 

*  The  eoBtMt  about  th«  wliale  will  ramiad  Ow  postioal 
m&tr  onrallsi-a  Btttieof  the "—         "^ 


tarn  Clevehind^  that  does  not  cars  to  have  his 
tacked  to  his  title}  and  ac  ASg  as  we  ken  wfaa 


iwfaat  W 


gains  we  are  making,  what  signifies  it  wht  we  w 
making  them  wi',  ye  ken  Vm 

"  Bryce  Snailafoot  is  a  cautious  man,"  said  th( 
Udaller,  laughing;  "be  koowa  a  fidol  may  ask  sun 
questions  than  a  wise  man  cares  to  answer." 

"  I  have  dealt  with  the  fair  traders  in  my  day,"  i» 
plied  Snailsfoot.  "  and  I  ken  nae  use  in  blurting  nu! 
out  with  a  maas  name  at  every  moment ;  but  I  wiD 
uphold  this  gentleman  to'be  a  gallant  commamkr- 
ay,  and  a  kind  one  too :  for  every  one  of  hit  crewii 
as  brave  in  apparel  as  himself  nearly— the  very  fore- 
mast-men  have  their  silken  scarfs  i  I  have  seen  ntoi 
a  lady  wear  a  wsrse,  and  think  hersell  nas  smt'  diiu 
—and  for  siller  buttons,  and  buckles,  and  the  law  ol 
sic  vsnitiea.  there  is  nae  end  of  them." 

"Idiots !"  muttered  Cleveland  between  his  ttdii 
and  then  added,  *'  1  suppose  they  are  often  asiwm  a 
ahow  all  their  bravery  to  the  lasses  of  Kimwallf  ^ 

"Ne^er  a  bit  of  that  are  they.  The  Captain  vi 
scarce  let  them  stir  ashore  without  the  boatsMviai 
in  the  boat-~as  rough  a  taroaulin  as  ever  swabhii 
deck— and  you  may  ae  weel  catch  a  cat  withotf  k 
dawa,  aa  him  without  his  cutlass  and  his  double  tan 
of  pistols  about  him ;  every  man  stands  as  ooia 
awe  of  hhn  aa  of  the  commander  himsell." 

"  That  must  be  Hawkina,  or  the  devil,"  said  Ctal* 
Iknd. 

"Aweel,  Captain,"  replied  the  jagger,  "bebetfei 
tane  or  the  tither,  or  a  wee  bit  o'  baipL  mind  it  iiin 
that  give  him  these  names,  and  not «. 

"Why,  Captain  Cleveland,"  said  the  Udaller,  "ita 
mayprDve  the  very  consort  you  spoke  of." 

'TThey  must  have  had  some  good  lucL  then,"  «■ 
Clevelsnd,  "  to  put  them  in  better  plight  than  wmii 
left  them.— Did  they  speak  of  havmg  lost  that  o» 
sort,  pedlar  f  ^ 

"In  troth  did  they,"  said  Brvce }  "  thatiB,tlMrsd 
Bomething  about  a  partner  that  had  gone  d&wn  h 
Davie  Jones  in  these  seas."  ^ 

"And  did  you  tell  them  what  you  knewof urr 
said  the  Udaller.  .   , 

"And  wha  the  deevil  wad  hae  been  thefiM a«. 
said  the  pedlar,  "  that  I  suld  sav  see  1  Whcndiffk^ 
what  came  of  the  ship,  the  next  Question  vmMI 
been  about  the  cargo,— and  ye  wad  not  baveWp 
bring  down  an  armed  vessel  on  the  coaat,  to  nim\ 
poor  folk  about  a  wheen  rags  of  duds  that  tM ' 
flung  upon  their  shores  ?" 

"Besides,  what  might  have  been  found  ui  yoori 
pack,  ^ou  sooundreP."  said  Magnus  Trod ;  to 
servatMm  which  produced  a  Imid  laufi^. ,  The  v'** 
could  not  help  joining  in  the  hilarity  which  appl 
his  jest ;  but  mstantlycomposing  his  countenar 
said,  in  an  unusualljr  grave  tone,  "  You  oaay 
my  friends ;  but  thia  is  a  matter  which  btinffs 
curse  ana  a  ahame  on  the  county  {  and  ttU  we 
to  rsgard  the  lights  of  them  that  suffer  by  the] 
and  waves,  we  shall  deaerve  to  be  oppressed  and 
ridden,  as  we  have  been  and  are,  by  the  ~" 
strength  of  the  strangers  who  rule  us." 

The  company  hung  their  heads  at  the 
Magnus  Troil    Perhaps  some,  even  of.  the 
class,  might  be  conscience  struck  on  their  p^ 
count ;  and  all  of  them  were  sensible  that  the 
tite  for  plunder,  on  the  part  of  the  tenants  ar 
feriors,  was  not  at  all  times  restrained  with  sufi 
atrictness.    But  Cleveland  made  answer  gayl] 
theae  honest  felbws  be  my  comradea,  I  will 
for  them  that  they  will  never  trouble  the 
about  a  parcel  of  chests,  hammocks,  and  such 
pery,  that  the  Roost  may  have  waahed  ashore 
my  poor  aloop.    What  signi^es  to  liiem  wheir 
trash  went  to  Bryce  Snailsfiwt,  or  to  the  boti 
to  the,  devil  1    So  unbuckle  thy  peck,  Bryi 
ESbowthe  ladiea  thy  cargo,  and  perhaps  we 
something  that  will  please  them.^' 

"It  cannnot  be  his  consort,"  said  Bi  . 
whisper  to  her  sister;  **  he  would  have  shown 
joy  at  her  appearance."    .  •  —        • 

^*  It  must  be  the  vessel"  ansvrersd  Minna ; 
his  eye  £^ten  st  the  tboujdit  of  being  again  v 
the  partner  of  hia  dangera?' 


ChMP,  xvnt.] 
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''Perhaps  it  giistcfied/*  taid  ber  sitcr,  jKiI!  apart, 
**  at  the  thought  of  leavinjC  Zetland;  it  10  difficult  to 
guess  the  thought  of  the  heatt  from  the  glance  of  the 
eye." 

**  Judge  not  at  least,  unkindly  of  a  friend's  thou^t,** 
Mid  Minna;  **and  then,  Brenda,  if  you  are  mistaken, 
the  fault  rests  not  with  you." 

During  this  dialogue.  Biyoe  Snailafix>t  was  busied 
ID  uncoiling  the  careftUly  arranged  oordage  of  his 
pack,  which  amounted  to  six  Kood  yards  of  dressed 
fcal-skin,  curiously  complicated  and  secured  by  all 
manner  of  knots  and  buckles.  He  was  oonsider- 
anlf  interrupted  in  the  task  by  the  Udalier  and 
others,  who  pressed  him  with  questions  respecting 
tlie  stranger  ycsboL 

''Were  the  officers  often  ^shorel  and  how  were 
they  receiTed  by  the  people  of  Kirkwall?"  said  Mag- 
nus TroiL 

^'Excellently  well,"  answered  Bryce  Snailsfiwt: 
"and  the  Captain  and  one  or  two  of  his  men  had 
been  at  some  of  the  vanities  and  dances  which  went 
Ibrward  in  the  town;  but  there. had  been  some  word 
abont  customs,  or  king's  duties,  or  the  like  and  some 
of  the  higher  folk,  that  took  upon  them  as  magis- 
tratee^  or  the  like,  ha(^  had  woras  with  the  Captain, 
and  he  refused  to  satisfy  them ;  and  then  it  is  like  he 
was  more  coldly  looked  on,  and  he  spoke  of  carrying 
'  the  riup  round  to  Stnminess,  or  the  Langhope,  for 
•he  lay  under  the  guns  of  the  battery  at  ICirkwBU* 
Bat  he"  <Bryce)  "thought  she  wad  bide  at  Kirkwall 
tin  the  sommer-fare  was  over,  for  all  that" 

"The  Orkney  gentry,"  said  Magnus  Trail,  "  are  al- 
ways in  a  hurry  to  draw  the  Scotch  collar  tighter 
toad  their  own  decks.  Is  it  not  enough  that  we 
MOM  pay  Meat  and  vattUj  which  were  all  the  pubUc 
doeeanaer  our  old  Norse  gpremment ;  but  must  they 
eoawover  us  with  king's  dues  and  customs  besides! 
h  m  the  part  of  an  honest  man  to  resist  these  things. 
Jfaave  done  so  ail  my  life,  and  will  do  so  to  the  end 
efit" 

There  was  a  loud  jubilee  and  shout  of  applause 
among  the  guests,  who  were  (some  of  them  at  least) 
better  pleased  with  Magnus  Troil's  latitudinarian 
principles  with  respect  to  the  public  revenue,  (which 
were  extremely  natural  to  those  living  in  so  secluded 
a  situation,  and  subjected  to  many  additional  exac- 
tions,) than  they  had  been  with  the  rigour  of  his 
^ dement  on  the  subject  of  wrecked  f^ooda     But 


Minna's  inexperienced  feelings  carried  her  farther 
thas  b&  fiitber,  while  she  wluspered  to  Brenda,  not 
unheard  by  Cleveland,  that  the  tame  spirit  of  the 
Orcadians  had  missed  every  chapce  which  bite  mci- 
dents  had  given  them  to  emancipate  these  islands 
from  the  Scottish  yoka 

••  Why,"  she  said,  "should  we  not, under  so  many 
changes  as  late  times  have  introduced,  have  seized 
&e  opportunity  to  shake  off  an  allegiance  which  is 
Aotjustly  due  from  us,  and  to  return  to  the  protection 
of  Denmark,  our  parent  country?  Why  should  we 
yet  hesitate  to  do  this,  but  that  the  gentry  of  Orkney 
have  mixed  families  and  friendship  so  much  with  our 
invaders,  that  they  have  become  dead  to  the  throb  of 
the  heroic  Norae  blood,  which  they  derived  from  their 
aooea'.on'?" 

The  latter  part  of  this  patriotic  speech  happened  to 
nacit  the  astonished  eare  of  our  friend  Trmtolemus, 
wko,  having  a  sincere  devotion  for  the  Protestant 
nccession,  and  the  H^voiution  as  established,  was 
wipr^aed  into  the  ejaculation, "  as  the  old  cock  crows 
the  young  cock  learns— hen,  I  should  say,  mistrem, 
and  I  crave  your  pardon  if  I  say  any  thing  amiss  in 
cither  gender.  But  it  is  a  happy  country  where  the 
fiiiJher  declares  against  the  kiog^s  customs,  and  the 
dinghter  against  the  king's  crown  I  and,  in  my  judg- 
aient,  it  can  end  in  naething  but  trees  and  towa^' 

"Trees  are  scarce  among  us,"  said  Magnus;  "and 
br  ropes,  we  need  them  for  our  rigging,  and  cannot 
ipare  them  to  be  shirt-collara." 

"And  whoever,"  said  the  Captain,  "  takes  umbrage 
K  what  this  young  lady  says,  had  better  keep  his  ears 
nd  tongue  for  a  safer  employment  than  such  an  ad- 
fenmre.^'  ,  , 

'Ay.  ay,"  said  Triptolemus,  "it  helps  the  nuitter 
i  to  «qeak  tniths,  whiik  are  as  imwelocMne  to  a 


proud  stomach  as  wet  clover  to  a  coWs,  m  a  land 
where  lads  are  ready  to  draw  the  whittle  if  a  lassis 
but  looks  awry.  But  what  mannen  are  to  be  ex- 
pected in  a  country  where  folk  call  a  pleugh-sock  t 
markal?" 

"Hark  m  Master  Yellowley,"  said  the  Captniit 
amiiingi  '^I  hope  my  mannen  are  not  among  those 
abuses  which  yon  come  hither  to  reform ;  any  expen- 
ment  on  them  may  be  dangerous." 

"A*  well  as  difficult,"  said  Triptolemus,  dryly j 
"but  fear  nothing,  Captain  Cleveland,  from  my  re- 
monstrances. My  laboure  regard  the  men  and  thii^ 
of  the  earth,  and  not  the  men  and  things  of  the  sea,-- 
you  are  not  of  my  element" 

"  Let  us  be  fnends,  then,  old  elod-compeller,"  stid 
the  Captain. 

"Clod-compeller !"  said  the  agriculturist  bethink- 
ing himself  of  the  lore  of  his  earlier  days ;  "  Clod-coa- 
pellerpfv  cloud-compeller,  Nft^Xvytflrs  Zns— G^ts- 
eum  «f,— ir  .       .        — 

"  1  hav 

said  the  Captain ;  "  but  my  last  voyages  h« 

a  sort  to  make  me  forget  my  eany  cruises  throagh 
classic  knowlodge.— But  come  here,  Bryce— hast  east 
off  the  lashing?— Come  all  hands,  and  let  us  see  if  he 
has  aught  in  his  cargo  that  is  worth  looking  upon." 

With  a  proud,  and,  at  the  same  time,  a  wily  sn  " 
Jd  the  crafty  pedlar  display  a  collection  of 
supeiior  to  those  which  usually  filled  his  1 


T  pro  cioud-compeiier,  nc^Avyvffrs  zns— cms- 
est^—ia  which  voyage  came  yon  by  that  phraaeT' 
[  have  travelled  books  as  well  as  seas  in  my  day," 
the  Captain ;  **  but  my  last  voyages  have  been  of 


did  the  crafty  pedlar  display  a  collection  of  wares  i_ 
supeiior  to  those  which  usually  filled  his  packagea 
and.  in  particular,  some  stuffs  and  embroideries,  of 


such  bMinty  and  onriosity,  fringed,  flowered,  and 
worked,  with  such  art  and  magnificenoe,  upon  fi»- 
reign  and  arabesque  pattern^  that  the  sight  might 
have  dazzled  a  far  more  brilhapt  company  than  the 
simple  nee  of  Thule.  All  beheld  and  admired,  while 
Mistress  Baby  Yellowley,  holding  up  her  hands,  pro- 
tested it  was  a  sin  even  to  look  upon  such  extrava- 
gance, and  worse  than  murder  so  much  as  to  adc  the 
price  of  them. 
Others,  howsver,  were  more  courageous;  and  the 

Kricea  demanded  by  the  merchant^  if  they  were  not,  as 
e  himself  declared,  something  met  more  than  no- 
thing—short only  of  an  absolute  free  gift  of  his  wares, 
were  nevertheless  so  moderate,  as  to  show  that  he 
himself  must  have  made  an  easy  acquisition  of  die 
goods,  judging  by  the  rate  at  which  he  offered  to  part 
with  them.  Accordingly,  the  cheapness  of  the  arti- 
cles created  a  rapid  sale ;  for  in  Zetland,  as  well  aa 
elsewhere,  wise  rolk  buy  more  from  the  prudential 
desire  to  secure  a  good  barnin,  than  from  any  real 
occasion  for  the  purehase.  The  Lady  Glowrownim 
bought  seven  petticoats  and  twelve  stomachers  on 
this  sole  principle,  and  other  matrons  present  rivalled 
her  in  this  ssgacious  species  of  economy.  The  Udal- 
ier was  also  a  considerable  purchaser ;  but  the  princi- 
pal customer  for  whatever  could  please  the  eye  of 
beauty,  was  the  gallant  Captain  Cleveland,  who  rum- 
maged the  jaggers  stores  in  selecting  presents  for  the 
ladies  of  the  party,  in  which  Minna  and  Brenda  IVoil 
were  especially  remembered. 

"  I  fear,"  said  Magnus  Trail,  "  that  the  young  wo* 
men  are  to  consider  these  pretty  presents  as  keep- 
sakes, and  that  all  this  liberality  is  only  a  sure  sign  wt 
Are  soon  to  lose  you  7" 

This  question  seemed  to  embarrass  him  to  whom  it 
was  pot 

"  I  scarce  know,"  he  ssid  with  some  hesitation, 
"  whether  this  vessel  is  my  consort  or  no— I  must 
take  a  trip  to  Kirkwall  to  make  sure  of  that  matter, 
and  then  I  hope  to  return  to  Dunrossness  to  bid  yoa 
all  farewell." 

"  In  that  case/'  said  the  Udalier,  after  a  moment's 
pause, "  I  think  1  may  carry  yon  thither  I  should  be 
at  the  Kirkwall  fair,  to  settle  with  the  merchants  I 
have  consigned  my  fish  to,  and  I  have  often  promised 
Minna  ana  Brenda  that  they  should  see  the  fair.  Per- 
haps also  your  consort,  or  these  strangers,  whoever 
fhev  be.  may  have  some  merchandise  that  will  suit 
me.  I  We  to  see  my  rigging-loft  well  stocked  with 
gpods^  almost  as  much  as  to  see  it  full  of  dancers. 
We  will  go  to  Orkney  in  my  own  brig,  and  I  can  ofler 
you  a  hammock,  if  you  will. 

The  offer  seemed  so  acceptsble  to  Cleveland,  thati 
"  forth  m  thanks,  he  seoniod  d^ 


after  pouring  himself 
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^rmined  tomaik  fusjoybf  eihausung;  BryeeSntils- 
iooV9  treasares  in  liberality  to  the  oompansr.  The 
oootent)«  of  a  puree  of  oold  vera  transferrod  to  the  jae- 
ger, with  a  facility  and  iodifierenoe  on  the  part  of  its 
lormer  owner  which  argued  either  the  {greatest  profu- 
aon.  or  consdouanea^  of  superior  ana  inexhaustible 
wealth ;  so  that  Baby  whispered  to  her  brother,  that, 
**if  he  could  afiofd  to  fling  away  money  at  thisVafe, 
the  lad  had  made  a  better  voyage  in  a  broken  ahi^ 
tbfn  all  the  skippers  of  Dundee  had  made  in  their 
bain  anes  for  a  twelvemonth  past/' 

But  the  angry  £9ehng  in  which  she  mads  this  re- 
mark was  much  molufied,  when  Cleveland,  whose 
object  it  seemed  that  evening  to  be,  to  buy  golden 
fpifiions  of  all  aorts  of  men,  approached  her  with  a 
garment  aomewhat  resembling  m  shape  the  Scottish 
ptaid,  but  woven  of  a  sort  of  wool  so  soil,  that  it  felt  to 
the  touch  as  if  it  were  composed  of  eiderdown.  '*This," 
ha  said,  "was  a  part  of  a  Spanish  lady's  dress,  called  a 
maniiUai  as  it  would  exactly  fit  the  aiae  of  Mrs. 
Baby  Yellowley,  and  was  very  well  suited  for  the 
fsgs  of  the  climate  of  Zetland,  he  entreated  her  to 
wear  it  for  his  saka"  The  lady,  with  as  much  con* 
Mcending  sweetness  as  her  countenance  was  sble  to 
•xnress,  not  only  consented  to  reeeive  this  mark  of 
f^llantry,  but  permitted  the  donor  to  arranffe  the  man- 
tiUa  upon  her  projecting  and  bony  shoulder  blades, 
where,  aaid  Claud  Halcro,  **  it  hunft  for  all  the  world, 
as  if  it  had  been  stretched  betwixt  a  couple  of  cloak- 
pins." 

While  the  Captain  was  performing  this  piece  of 
oQurtesy,  much  to  the  entertainment  of  the  company, 
which.  It  may  be  presumed,  was  his  principnl  object 
fipom  the  beginning.  Mordatmt  Mertoun  made  pur- 
flhase  of  a  small  ^iden  chsplet,  with  the  private  in- 
tention of  presenting  it  to  firenda,  when  he  should 
find  an  opportunity.  ITie  price  was  fixed,  and  the 
article  laid  aakle.  Claud  Halcio  also  showed  some 
desire  of  possessing  a  silver  box  of  antiaiie  shapes  for 
dtfiXMiting  tobacco,  which  he  waa  in  the  nabit  of  using 
in  considerable  quantity.  But  the  bard  seldom  had 
airrent  coin  in  promptitade.  and,  indeed,  in  his  wan- 
dering way  of  life,  had  little  occasipn  tor  anv ;  and 
Bryce,  on  the  other  hand,  hia  having  been  hitherto  a 
nady-money  trade,  proteated,  that  his  very  moderate 
profits  upon  such  rare  and  choice  articles,  would  not 
aUow  of  his  aflbrdij^  credit  to  the  purchaser.  Mor- 
aaant  gathered  the  import  of  this  conversation  from 
the  mode  in  which  they  whispered  (ogether,  while  the 
hard  .seemed  to  advance  a  wishful  finger  towards  the 
box  in  question,  and  the  cautious  pedlar  detained  it 
with  the  weight  of  his  whole  hand,  as  if  he  had  been 
afraid  it  woula  literally  make  itself  wini^s,  and  fly  into 
daad  Halcro's  pocket.  Moidaunt  Merioon  at  this 
moment,  desirous  to  gratify  an  old  acquaintance,  laid 
the  price  of  the  box  on  the  table,  and  said  he  would 
not  permit  niaater  Halcro  to  purchase  that  box,  as 
he  had  aettled  in  hia  own  mind  to  make  him  a  pre- 
■aotofit 

V I  cannot  think  of  robbing  you,  my  dear  young 

friend."  said  the  poet ;  "but  the  truth  is,  that  that 

same  box  does  remind  me  strangely  of  glorious  John's, 

ut  of  which  I  had  the  honour  to  take  a  pinch  at  the 

vits*  Coffeehouse,  for  which  I  think  more  highly  of 

w  right-hand  finger  and  thumb  than  any  other  part 

f  my  body ;  onlv  you  must  allow  me  to  pay  yon  back 

the  price  when  my  Urkaster  siock-fiah  come  to  mar- 

"  Settle  that  as  you  like  betwixt  von,"  said  the  jag- 
eer  taking  up  Moroaunt's  money ;  ^  the  box  ia  bought 
and  sold  * 

**  And  how  dare  you  sell  over  agsin,"  said  Captain 
ClevclaDd,  suddenly  interferi^ig,  "what  you  already 

ave  sold  to  me  T' 

All  were  surprised  at  thia  interjection,  which  was 
Hastily  made,  m  Cleveland,  having  turned  from  Mis- 
ireaa  Baby,  had  become  suddenly,  and,  aa  it  seemed, 
not  without  emotion,  aware  what  articles  Bryce 
Bnailsfoot  was  now  disposing  of.  To  this  short  and 
fterce  question,  the  jagger,  afraid  to  contradict  a  cus- 
tomer of  his  dc»cnption,  answered  only  by  stammer- 
mg,  that  the  "  Lord  knew  he  meant  naeoflence."    ' 

** How,  sir!  BO  off*enre!"  said  the  seaman,  "and 
figpose  of  my  property  V*  extending  hit  hand  at  the 


mi 
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time  to  the  box  and  chapteC;  restore  the  young 

gentleman's  money,  and  learn  to  keep  your  ooone  on 
the  meridian  of  honesty.'' 

The  jagger,  confused  and  reluctant,  palled  out  hit 
leathern  pouch  to  repay  to  Mordaunt  the  money  be 
had  just  deposited  in  it  {  bat  the  youth  was  not  to  bi 
80  satisfied. 

"The  artielel"  he  said,  "were  bought  and  mU^ 
these  were  your  own  words,  Brifoe  Snsilsfoot,  in 
Master  Hakro's  hearing ;  and  I  will  suffer  ndther  yon 
nor  any  other  to  deprive  me  of  my  property." 

**  Your  property,  young  man  ?''  said  Clevelaadt 
It  is  mine,— I  spoke  lo  Bryce  respecting  them  u 
instant  before  I  turned  from  the  table." 

"  I— I— I  had  not  just  heard  distinctly,"  said  Biyo^ 
evidently  unwilling  to  offend  either  party. 

"  Come,  come,"  said  th^  Udaller,  **  we  will  have  as 
quarrelling  about  baubles:  we  snail  be  summoned 
presently  to  the  rigging-Iort,"  so  he  used  to  call  l}ie 
apartment  used  aa  a  ball-room,'— "  and  We  must  ill 
mp  in  good-humour.  The  things  shall  remain  wiiii 
Bryce  for  to-night,  and  t^-manow  1  wiH  myself  settk 
whom  they  ahall  belong  to." 

The  laws  of  the  Udaller  in  bis  own  boose  i^en  ib* 
solute  as  those  of  the  Medes.  The  two  yovng  neo, 
regardin/^each  other  with  looks  of  sullen  displeasun^ 
drew  mm  different  directions.  , 

It  is  seklora  that  the  aeoond  day  of  a  prolonged  ft» 
tival  eouals  the  firet  The  spirits,  as  well  as  the  limbt 
are  jaded,  and  unequal  to  the  renewed  expenditareef 
animation  and  exertion;  and  the  dance  at  Bsrgb* 
Westra  was  sustained  with  much  less  mirth  than  M 
the  preceding  evening.  It  was  yet  an  hour  from  tm- 
night,  when  even  the  reluctant  Magnus  Troil,  aAff 
regretting  the  degeneracy  of  the  times,  and  wulmg 
he  could  trensfiise  into  the  modem  HinltlanderssoaM 
of  the  vigour  which  still  animated  his  own  fraina 
found  himself  compelled  to  give  the  signal  for  genem 
retreat. 

Just  as  this  took  place.  Halcro,  leading  Mordaant 
Mertoun  a  little  aside,  said  he  had  a  message  to  hin 
from  Captain  Cleveland. 

**  A  message!"  said  Mordaunt,  his  heart  betliiV 
aomewhat  thick  aa  he  spoke— "A  challenga,  I  a^, 
pose?" 

**  A  challenge !"  repeated  Halcro ;  "  who  ever  hitit 
of  a  challenGre  in  our  quiet  islands?  Do  you  tMBl 
that  I  look  like  a  carrier  of  challenges,  and  to  yoaei 
all  men  living?— I  am  none  of  those  figh  ting  fools,  tf 
glorious  John  calls  ttiem ;  and  it  was  liot  qui  tea  mee* 
snge  I  had  to  deliver— only  thus  far— this  Cepw* 
Cleveland^  I  find,  hath  set  his  heart  upon  baring 
these  arricles  yon  looked  at." 

"  He  shall  not  have  them,  I  swear  to  you,"  replied  • 
Mordaunt  Mertoun. 

**  Nay,  but  hear'me,"  said  Halcro ;  "  it  seeroe  ihit, 
by  the  marks  or  arms  that  ore  upon  them,  he  knowi 
that  they  were  formeHy  his  propjerty.  Now,  were  J*** 
to  give  me  the  box,  as  you  promistd.  I  fairly  tell  yofl^ 
I  should  give  the  man  back  hisoun. ' 

"And  Brenda  might  do  the  like/'  thought  Mordaunt 
to  himself,  and  mstantljr  replied  aloud,  "*!  !»▼{ 
thought  better  of  it,  mv  friend.  Captain  Cleveland 
shall  have  the  toys  he  sets  such  store  by,  but  it  isoQ 
one  sole  condirion." 

"  Nay,  you  will  sooil  all  with  your  conditions,  •» 
Hsicro;  "for,  as  glorious  John  says,  condi lions  art 
but" 

"  Hear  me,  I  say,  with  patience.— My  conHition  • 
that  he  keeps  the  toy«  in  exchange  for  the  rifle-gun  I 
accepted  from  him,  which  will  leave  no  obligation  iW" 
twn'n  us  on  either  side,"  .  . 

"  I  see  where  you  would  be— this  is  Sebastian  and 
Dorax  all  over.  Well,  you  may  let  the  jsgser  know 
he  is  to  deliver  the  things  to  Cleveland— I  thinn  he  ri 
mad  to  have  th^m— and  I  will  let  Cleveland  kn^  ^ 
the  conditions  annexed,  otherwise  honest  Brvrt  ni||0if 
come  by  two  payments  instead  of  one;  ana  I  beli?w 
his  conscience  would  not  choke  upon  it." 

With  these  words,  Halcro  went  to  seek  om  (1<»» 
Isnd,  while  Mordaunt,  observing  Snailsfoot,  wh<^  u 
a  sort  of  privileged  person,  han  thrust  himseifinto  iw 
crowQ  at  the  nottom  of  the  oancinK-room,  went  up  ij 
him,  and  gave  him  direotiooa  to  delivsr  the  dispKtif 
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*T«  are  in  Ae  rifcfat,  Mtister  Mordaunt,"  aaid  the 
jaimer;  "  ye  are  a  prudent  and  a  aensible  lad^a  calm 
answer  tumeih  away  wrath—and  myaell,  I  sail  be 
wiilinj^  to  pleaae  you  in  ony  trifling  matters  in  my 
■na'  way  I  for  between  the  Udaller  of  Burgh- Wesrra 
aad  Captain  Cleveland,  a  man  i&  as  it  were,  atween 
ih«  dei]  and  the  deep  sea :  and  it  was  like  that  the 
Udallor,  in  the  end,  would  have  taken  your  part  in  the 
dispiie,  for  he  is  a  man  that  loves  justice." 

*' Which  apparently  you  care  very  little  about,  Mas- 
ter Snailafoot,"  said  Mordaunt,  ^otherwise  there 
could  have  been  no  dispate  whatever,  the  right  being 
■0  dearly  on  my  aide,  if  you  had  pleased  to  near  wit^ 
neas  according  to  the  dictates  of  truth." 

**  Sf  aiflter  Mordaunt,'*  said  the  jagger,  "  I  must  own 
there  wa^  as  it  were,  a  colouring  or  shadow  of  justice 
pD  your  side;  bat  then,  the  justice  that  I  meddle  with, 
is  only  juadce  in  the  way  oi  trade,  to  have  an  ell  wand 
of  due  length,  if  it  be  not  somethin((  worn  out  with 
leaning  on  it  in  my  lang  and  painiiil  journeys,  and  to 
boy  and  aell  by  just  weiii^t  and  measure,  twenty-four 
nms  to  the  lispundi  but  I  have  nothing  to  do,  to  do 
justice  betwixt  man  and  man,  like  a  Fowd  or  a  Law- 
ns^t-man  at  a  lawling  laiu|  syne." 

No  one  asked  you  to  do  so^  but  only  to  give  evi- 
ileace  according  to  vour  conscience,"  replied  Mor- 
damt,  not  greatly  pleased  either  with  the  part  the 
isgser  had  acted  during  the  dispute,  or  the  oonstnic- 
tioB  which  he  seemed  to  put  on  his  own  motives  for 
jielding  np  the  point 

But  Bryce  SnailsiboC  wanted  not  his  answer;  "My 
coBseienoe^"  he  said,  "  Maister  Mordaunt,  ia  as  tender 
as  onj  maa*s  in  my  degree ;  but  she  ia  something  of  a 
tioMmme  nature,  cannot  abidd  aagry  folk,  arid  can 
Mrer^eak  above  her  breath,  when  there  is  aught  of 
a  fiar  going  forward.  Indeed,  she  hath  at  all  times  a 
anaH  and  low  voice." 

"  Which  you  are  not  much  in  the  habit  of  lialening 
to/*  said  Mordaunt. 

^Tncra  ia  that  on  your  ain  breast  that  proves  the 
caacrary,"  said  Brvce,  resolutely. 

*"  In  my  bresst?''  said  Mordant,  somewhat  angrily, 
— ••  what  know  I  of  yo»i  1" 

**1  said  an  your  breast,  Maister  Mordaunt,  and  not 
fin  it.  I  am  sure  nae  eye  that  looks  on  that  waistcoat 
upon  your  own  gallant  brisket,  but  will  say,  that  the 
merchant  who  sold  such  a  oiece  for  four  aoUara  had 
JQStioe  and  conscience,  and  akind  heart  to  a  customer 
to  the  boot  of  a'  that ;  aae  ye  sfaouldna  be  sae  (brawart 
wi*  me  for  having  4>arsd  the  breath  of  my  mouth  in 
a  fool*8  quarrel" 

"I  thrawartP  said  Mordaunt:  "pooh,  you  silly 
Dun !  I  havQ  no  ouarrel  with  you." 

**I  am  glad  of  it,"  said  the  travelling  merchant; 
*1  will  quarrel  with  no  man.  with  my  will—least  of 
ail  with  an  old  customer ;  ana  if  you  will  walk  by  my 
advircL  you  will  quarrel  nana  with  Captain  Clevelana. 
HeialiKeoneot  yoncuttera  and  slashers  that  have 
come  into  Kirkwall,  that  think  as  little  of  shcing  a 
nnui,  as  we  do  of  flincjiing  a  whale— it'a  their  trade  to 
iUit,and  they  live  bv  It;  and  they  have  the  advantage 
af  the  like  or  you,  that  only  take  it  up  at  your  own 
band,  and  in  the  way  of  pastime,  when  you  hae  n^ 
vm  better  to  do.'* 

Ttbe  company  had  now  almost  all  dispersed ;  ^nd 
Mordaunt,  laughing  at  the  iagger's caution,  bade  him 
0OG|d-night,  and  went  to  nis  own  place  of  repose, 
which  had  been  assigned  to  him  by  Eric  Scambeater, 
fwho  acted  the  part  of  chamberlain  as  well  as  butler,) 
U  a  small  room,  or  rather  closet,  in  one  of  the  out- 
wise%  furnished  for  the  occasion  with  the  hammock 
■  t  sailor. 

CHAP-JER  XIX, 
I  psM  1ik«  tti(ht  fWrni  land  to  land, 

I  have  itranfs  poww  of  fpfweh  ;  % 
Bo  WMM  u o'er  hi*  fteei  Me, 
I  kaow  Uio  man  thmt  muot  bow  me. 
To  blm  mir  ule  I  UmcIl 

CoLBaiDOB's  JUme  oftk$  Aneknt  MaHHtr. 

Tn  d  mgfaters  of  Magnua  Troil  ahared  the  same 
■18,31  a  chamber  whichhad  boan  that  of  iheir  parents  1 


before  the  de«di  of  their  modher.  MaQmn,  who  aaf- 
fered  grievously  under  that  dispensation  of  Piovi- 
dance,  had  become  diagusted  with  the  apartment 
The  nuptial  chamber  wis  abandoned  to  the  pledges  of 
his  bereaved  affectbn,  of  whom  the  eldest  was  af 
that  period  only  four  yeare  old,  or  thereabouta;  and 
haviniie  been  their  nunery  in  infancy,  contmued, 
thoom  now  tricked  and  adorned  according  to  the 
beat  fashion  of  the  islands,  and  the  taste  of  the  lov^y 
sistera  tnemselves,  to  be  their  sleeping-room,  or,  in 
the  okl  Norse  dialect,  their  bower. 

It  bad  been  for  many  yeara  the  scene  of  the  moot 
intimate  confidence,  if  that  coukl  be  calM  confidence, 
where,  in  truth,  there  was  nothing  to  be  confided ; 
where  neither  sister  had  a  secret;  and  where  every 
thought  that  had  birth  in  the  bosom  of  the  one,  waa, 
without  either  hesitation  or  doubt,  confided  to  the 
other  as  spontaneously  as  it  had  arisen.  But,  sinoa 
Cleveland  abode  in  the  mansion  of  Burgh- Wesira, 
each  of  the  lovely  sisters  had  entertained  ihoughls 
which  are  not  lightly  or  easily  communicated,  unless 
she  who  listens  to  them  has  previously  assured  her- 
self that  the  confidence  will  be  kindly  received. 
Minna  had  noticed  what  other  and  less  interested 
observere*  had  been  unable  to  perceive,  that  Clev^ 
land,  namely,  held  a  lower  rank  in  Brenda'a  opinion 
than  in  her  own  x  and  Brenda,  on  her  aide,  thought 
that  Minna  had  hastily  and  ui^jnetly  joined  in  tna 
prejudices  which  had  been  excited  against  Mor- 
dawit  Mertoun  in  the  mind  of  their  father.  Each  was 
sensible  that  she  waa  no  fonger  the  aame  to  her  aia- 
ten  and  thia  conviction  was  a  painful  addition  to 
other  painful  apprehensions  which  they  supposed  ther 
had  to  atruggle  with.  Their  manner  towards  each 
other  was,  m  outward  appearancea,  and  in  all  the 
little  cares  by  which  afieciion  can  be  expressed,  even 
more  aaeiduoualy  kind  than  before,  as  if  botlu  con- 
scious that  their  internal  reserve  was  a  breach  or  their 
aistlerly  union,  strove  to  atone  for  it  by  double  assidui- 
ty in  those  external  marks  of  afiection.  which^  at 
other  times,  when  ^ere  was  nothing  to  hide,  might 
be  omitted  without  inferring  any  eonsequenoea. 

On  the  night  referred  to  in  particular,  the  sisten 
felt  more  especially  the  decay  of  the  confidence 
which  uaed  to  exist  betwixt  them.  The  proposed 
voyage  to  Kirkwall,  and  that  at  the  time  of  the  fair, 
when  persons  of  every  degree  in  these  islands  repair  i 
thither,  either  for  business  or  amnsemenL  was  likely 
to  be  an  important  incident  m  lives  usually  so  simple 
and  uniform  as  theirs;  and,  a  few  months  ago  Min* 
na  and  Brenda  would  have  been  awake  half  tha 
night,  anticipating,  in  their  talk  with  each  other,  all 
that  was  likely  to  happen  on  so  momtotous  an  oo- 
casiofL  But  now  the  subject  was  just  men tioned,  and 
auf^red  to  drop,  aa  if  the  topic  was  likely  to  pivduea 
a  difierence  betwixt  them,  oi  to  call  forth  a  moreop;en 
display  of  their  aeveral  opinions  than  either  was  will- 
ing to  make  to  the  other. 

Yet  such  was  their  natural  openness  and  gentle- 
ness of  disposition,  that  each  sister  imputed  to  her- 
self the  fault  that  there  was  aught  like  estrangement 
existina  between  them ;  and  when,  having  nnished  ' 
their  devotions,  and  bjstaken  themselves  to  their 
common  coucL  they  folded  each  other  in  their  arm^ 
and  exchanged  a  sislerly  aiss,  and  a  sisterly  good- 
night, they  seemed  mutually  to  ask  pardon,  and  to 
exchange  forgiveness,  although  neither  said  a  word 
of  ofience,  either  offered  or  received ;  and  both  were 
soon  plunged  in  that  light  and  yet  profound  repose, 
which  is  only  enjoyed  when  sleep  sinks  down  on  tha 
eyes  of  youth  and  innocence. 

On  the  night  to  which  the  story  rqlstea,  both  sistera 
were  visitedoy  dreams,  which,  though  varied  by  the 
moods  and  haoits  of  the  sleepers,  bore  yet  a  strange 
general  resemblance  to  each  other. 

Minna  dredned  that  she  was  in  one  of  the  most 
lonely  recesses  of  the  beach,  called  S  wartaster,  where 
the  incessant  operation  of  the  waves,  indenting  a  cal- 
careous rock,  has  formed  a  deep  Aafier,  which,  in  iba 
language  of  the  island,  means  a  subterranean  cavern, 
into  which  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows.  Many  of  these 
run  to  an  extraordinary  and  unascerrainod  depth  un- 
der ground,  and  are  the  secure  retreat  of  cormorentc 
and  seals,  which  it  is  neither  easy  nor  safe  to  pursis 
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to  their  extreme  receMM.  Amongst  dieiie,tbnhtlier 
of  Swartaster  was  accounted  peculiarly  inaccessible, 
and  shunned  both  by  fowlers  and  by  seamen,  on  ac- 
count of  sharp  ansles  and  tuminf^  in  the  cave  itself, 
as  well  as  die  sunken  rocks  which  rendered  it  very 
dangerous  for  skiffs  or  boats  to  advance  far  into  it 
espedally  if  there  was  the  usual  swell  of  an  island 
tide.  From  the  dark-browed  mouth  of  this  cavern, 
it  seemed  to  Minna,  in  her  dreanv  chat  she  beheld  a 
mermaid  issue,  not  in  the  classical  dress  of  a  Nerekl, 
as  in  Claud  Halcro's  mask  of  the  preceding  evening, 
but  with  oomb  and  glass  in  hand,  according  to  popu- 
lar belief;  alkl  lashing  the  waves  with  that  long  scaly 
trsin,  which,  in  the  traditions  of  the  country,  forms 
00  fnghtftd  a  contrast  with  the  fair  face,  long  tresses, 
and  displayed  bosom«  of  a  human  and  earthly  female^ 
of  surpasang  beauty.  She  seemed  to  beckon  to 
Minna,  while  her  wild  notes  rang  sadly  in  her  ear. 
and  denounced,  in  prophetic  sounds,  didamity  and 
'         wo. 

The  vision  of  Brenda  was  of  a  diflerent  deseiiptton, 
▼et  equally  melancholy.  She  eat,  as  she  thought,  in 
oer  favourite  bower,  surrounded  hy  her  father  and  a 

Srty  of  Ihs  most  beloved  friends,  amongst  whom 
ordaunt  Mertoun  was  not  forgotten.  She  was  re- 
quired to  sing;  and  she  strove  to  entertain  them  with 
a  lively  ditty,  in  which  she  wss  accounted  eminently 
•acoessful,  and  which  she  sung  with  such  simple,  yet 
natural  humour,  as  seldom  failed  to  produce  shouts 
of  laughter  and  applause,  white  all  who  could,  or  who 
could  not  sing,  were  irresistibly  compelled  to  lend 
their  voices  to  the  chorus.  But,  on  this  occasion,  it 
asemed  as  if  her  own  voice  reAased  all  its  usual  duty, 
and  as  i£  while  she  felt  herself  unable  to  express  the 
words  01  the  well-known  ah*,  it  assumed,  in  her  own 
denite,  the  deep  tones  and  wild  and  melancholy  notes 
of  Noma  of  Fitful-head,  for  the  purpose  of  chanting 
some  wild  Runic  rhyme,  resembling  those  sung  by 
the  heathen  priests  of  old,  when  the  victim  (too 
often  human)  was  bound  to  the  fatal  altar  of  Odin  or 
of  Thor. 

At  length  tl^e  two  sisters  at  once  started  from  sleep, 
and,  uttering!  a  k>w  scream  of  fear,,  clasped  them- 
selves in  each  other's  arms.  For  their  fancy  had  not 
altogether  played  them  false ;  the  sounds,  which  had 
suggested  their  dreams,  were  real,  and  sunff  within 
their  apartment.  They  knew  the  voice  well,  indeed, 
and  yet,  knowing  to  whom  it  belonsed,  their  surprise 
and  fear  were  scarce  the  leas,  when  they  saw  the 
well-known  Noma  of  Fitful-head,  seated  by  the 
chimney  of  the  apartment,  which,  during  the  sum- 
*  mer  season,  contained  an  iron  lamp  well  tiimmed, 
and.  in  winter,  a  ftre  of  wood  or  of  tur£ 

She  was  wrapped  in  her  long  and  ample  garment 
of  wadmaal,  and  moved  her  body  slowly  to  and  fro 
over  the  pale  flame  of  the  lamp,  as  she  sung  lines  to 
the  following  purport,  in  a  slow,  sad,  and  almost  an 
unearthly  accent : 

**  For  iMfuM  rIodc  the  watery  war, 
Throufli  f  ulf  and  itrMin  mj  coafw  hai  beta  * 

The  billowi  know  my  Runic  tar, 
Aod  imooth  Uioir  of«st«  to  aalmit  green. 

**  The  bitlowi  know  mj  Ronie  lay,— 
The  gulf  growa  •mooih,  the  ttream  ia  atUI ; 

But  hunwD  liearta,  a>oi«  wild  Uian  they. 
Know  iMii  tha  rule  of  wajrward  will. 

*'  One  hour  is  mine,  in  all  the  year. 

To  tell  my  woei.-^od  one  alone ; 
Wlien  gleama  Hiia  anagie  lamp,  'tia  here,- 

Vhen  diea  tho  myitic  light,  >tia  gone. 

"  Daagliten  of  northern  Magma  hail  i 
Tlie  lamp  i»  lit,  the  ftame  la  clear,— 

To  you  I  euroe  to  tell  my  tale. 
Awake,  ariae,  my  tale  to  hear  i" 

Noma  was  well  known  to  the  daughters  of  .TroiJ, 
but  it  wos  not  without  emotion,  although  varied  by 
their  respective  dispositions,  that  they  beheld  her  so 
unexpectedly,  and  at  such  an  hour.  Their  opinions 
with  respect  to  the  supernatural  attributes  to  which 
•he  pretended,  were  extremely  different. 

Minna,  with  an  unusual  intensity  of  imagination, 
althoitgfa  superior  in  talent  to  her  sister,  was  more  apt 
to  listen  to.  and  delight  in.  every  tale  of  wonder,  and 
was  at  all  umes  more  willing  to  admit  impressions 


which  save  her  fancy  teope*  and  axsrdse,  wiibaM 
minutely  examining  their  reality.  Brenda,  on  tht 
other  hand,  had,  in  hergayety,  a  slight  propensity  to 
satire,  and  was  often  tempted  to  Isugh  at  the  veryoh 
cumstances  upon  which  Minna  founded  her  imigina- 
tive  dreams ;  and,  like  all  who  love  the  llldicroa^  ik« 
did  not  readily  suffer  herself  to  be  imposed  upon,  or 
overawed,  by  pompous  pretensions  of  any  kind  wat^ 
ever.  But,  as  her  nerves  were  weaker  and  more  iiri* 
table  than  those  of  her  sister,  she  often  paid  invoini- 
tary  homage,  by  her  fears,  to  ideas  which  her  rBsnii 
disowned;  and  hence,  Claud  Halcro  used  to  Ny,iii 
reference  to  mady  of  the  traditionaiT  superstitum 
around  Burgh-Westra,  that  Minna  believed  then 
without  trembling,  ana  that  Brenda  trembled  withost 
believing  them.  In  our  owa.  more  enlightened  day^ 
there  are  few  whose  nndoubtiiig  mind  and  native  cos- 
rage  have  not  felt  Minna's  high  wrought  tone  of  «• 
thnsiasm ;  and  perhaps  still  fewer,  who  have  not,  it 
one  time  or  other,  felt,  like  Brenda,  their  nerves  eos- 
fess  the  influence  of  tenors  which  their  reasoa  oil- 
owned  and  despised. 

Under  the  power  of  such  different  feelings,  Minoi. 
when  the  first  moment  of  sniprise  was  over,  prepuid 
to  spring  from  her  bod,  and  go  to  greet  Noroo,  wk 
she  doubted  not,  had  come  on  some  errand  firnj^ 
with  fate  I  while  Brenda,  who  only  beheld  in  her  i 
woman  partially  deranged  in  h^  iindentandiDg,iM 
who  yet,  from  the  extravagance  of  her  claims,  reganU 
her  as  an  undefined  object  of  awe^  or  rather  terror,<li' 
tained  her  sister  by  an  eager  and  terrified  grsBD,Wmk 
she  whispered  in  her  ear  an  anxious  entreaty  tbitiM 
would  call  for  assistance.  But  the  soul  of  Minns  wu 
too  higrhly  wrought  up  by  the  crisis  at  which  her  file 
seemed  to  have  arrived,  to  permit  her  to  follow  im 
dictates  of  her  sister's  fears ;  and,  extricating  liendi 
from  Brenda's  hold,  she  hastily  threw  on  s  kMM 
nightgown,  and  stepping  boldly  across  the  apart- 
ment, while  her  heart  throbbed  rather  with  high  ei- 
citement  than  with  fear,  she  thus  addressed  her  an- 
gular visiter : 

"  Noma,  if  your  mission  regards  us,  as  your  worn 
seem  to  express,  there  is  one  ^f  tia,  at  least,  wlwim 
receive  its  import  with  reverence,  but  without  £« 

"  Noma,  dear  Noma,"  said  the  tremulous  vow* 
Brenda,— who,  feeling  no  safety  in  the  bed  after  Mbi- 
na  quitted  it,  had  followed  her,  as  fugitives  crowd  na 
the  rear  of  an  advancing  army,  because  ihoydaivMt 
remsin  behind,  and  who  now  stood  half  concealed  if 
her  sister,  and  holding  fast  by  the  skirls  of  berflovo. 
—"Noma,  dear  Noma,"  saio  she,  "  whatever  yon  aw 
to  say,  let  it  be  to-morrow.  I  will  call  Euphane  F^ 
the  housekeeper,  aiid  she  will  find  you  a  bed  for  toe 
niKht," 

^'  Nobfld  for  me,"  said  their  nocturnal  visiter; '  M 
closing  of  ihe  eyes  for  .me  j  They  have  watched  ,ie 
shelf  and  stsck  appeared  and  disappeared  beiwut 
Burgh' Westra  and  Orkney--they  hav^  seen  the  JMS 
of  Hoy  sink  into  the  sea,  and  the  Peak  of  Henipis 
arise  firom  it.  and  yet  they  have  not  tasted  of  slunbtf ; 
nor  must  they  slumber  now  till  my  tssk  ia  endel 
Sit  down,  tlien,  Minns,  and  thou,  silly  trembler,  at 
down,  while  I  trim  my  lamp—Don  yoin-  cloihea,  for 
the  tale  is  bng.  and  ere  'tis  done,  ye  will  shiver  wim 
worse  than  cold."  j.  . 

"For  Heaven's  sake,  then,  put  it  off  till.  dayuRS^ 
dear  Noma !"  said  Brenda ;  *^  the  dawn  cannot  be  Bf 
distant ;  and  if  vou  are  to  tell  us  of  any  thing  Ingu^ 
ful,  let  It  be  by  daylight,  and  not  by  the  dim  glimotf 
of  that  blue  lamp!" 

"  Patience  fool !"  said  then-  nnmvited  guest 

"  Not  by  dsylight  should  Noma  tell  a  ule  that  mi^ 
blot  the  sun  out  of  heaven,  and  blight  the  hopes  of  iM 
hundred  boats  that  will  leave  this  shore  ere  noon,  to 
commence  their  deep  sea  fishing,— ay,  and  of  ihefaui' 
dred  families  that  will  await  their  return.  The  do* 
mon,  whom  the  sounds  wilFnot  fail  to  awaken,  must 
shake  his  daik  wings  over  a  shipless  and  a  bott* 
less  sea,  as  he  rushes  from  his  mountain  to  dnnk  toe 
accents  of  horror  he  loves  so  well  to  listen  to."       ., 

"Have  pity  on  Brenda's  fears,  good  Norns^  tm 
the  elder  sister,  "and  at  least  postpone  this  fngbtmi 
communication  to  another  place  and  hour.'*  . 

"  Maiden,  no  1"  leplied  Noma,  tfteraly ;  " Umuitbl 
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toM  while  that  lump  yet  bnmk  Mine  is  no  daylight 
late— by  that  lamp  it  must  be  told,  which  ia  framed 
ODt  of  the  gibbet-irons  of  the  cQiel  Lord  of  Wodens- 
vpe,  who  murdered  his  brother;  and  hos  for  its  nou- 
nshment— but  be  that  nameless— enough  that  itA  food 
never  came  either  from  the  fish  or  from  the  fruit !— See, 
it  waxes  dimmer  and  dimmer,  nor  must  my  tale  last 
longer  than  its  flame  endureth.  Sit  ye  down  there, 
while  I  sit  here  opposite  to  yon,  and  place  the  lamp 
betwixt  us;  for  within  the  sphere  of  its  light  the  de- 
mon dares  not  venture." 

Tbe  sisters  obeyed,  Minna  casting  a  slow  awe- 
strack,  yet  determmed  look  all  around,  as  if  to  see  the 
Beiag,  who.  according  to  the  doubtful  words  of  Nor- 
na,  ttoverea  in  their  neighbourhood ;  while  Brenda's 
fean  were  mingled  with  some  share  both  of  an- 
ger and  of  impatience.  Noma  paid  no  attention  to 
either,  but  began  her  story  in  the  following  words ;— 

"Te  know,  my  daughters,  that  your  blood  is  alhed 
to  mine,  but  in  what  degree  ye  know  not ;  for  there 
was  early  hostility  betwixt  your  grandsire  and  him 
who  had  the  misfortune  to  call  me  daughter.— Let  me 
tenn  him  by  hs  Christian  name  of  Erland,  for  that 
which  maiKs  our  rdarion  I  dare  not  bestow.  Your 
grandsire  (Have,  was  the  brother  of  Erland.  But 
when  the  wide  Udal  possessions  of  their  father  Roife 
TrmL  the  most  rich  and  well  estated  of  any  who  de- 
soeofoed  from  the  old  Norse  stock,  were  divided  be- 
mtzt  the  brothers,  the  Fowd  gave  to  Erland  his 
ikthcr's  lands  in  Orkney,  and  reserved  for  Olave 
those  of  Hialtland.  Discord  arose  between  the  bre- 
threa;  for  Erland  held  that  he  was  wronged:  and 
when  the  Lawting,*  with  the  Raddmen  and  Law- 
nsht-nen,  confirmed  the  division,  he  went  m  wnth 

to  Oikney,  cursing  Hialtland  and  its  inhabitanta— 

eoning  hia  brother  and  his  blood. 
**1iat  the  love  of  the  rock  and  of  the  mountain  still 

vioqght  on  Erland'a  mind  and  he  fixed  his  dwelling 
not  on  the  soft  hills  of  Opnir,  or  the  green  plains  of 
Otameaey,  but  in  the  wild  and  mountainous  Ise  of 
Hoy.  whose  summit  rises  to  the  sky  like  the  cliffs  of 
Poufah  and  of  Feroe.t  He  knew,— that  unhappy 
Eriand.— whatever  of  legendary  lore  Scald  and  Bard 
had  left  behind  them ;  and  to  teach  me'  that  know- 
ledge, which  was  to  cost  us  both  so  dear,  was  the 
chief  occupation  of  his  old  age.  I  learned  to  visit 
each  lonely  banow— each  lofty  cairn— to  tell  its  ap- 
propriate tale,  and  to  soothe  with  rhymes  in  his  praise 
the  spirit  of  the  stern  warrior  who  dwelt  within.  I 
knew  where  the  sacrifices  were  made  of  yore  to  Thor 
and  to  Odin,  on  what  stones  the  blood  of  the  victims 
flowed— where  stood  the  dark-browed  priest— where 
the  created  chiefs^  who  consulted  the  will  of  the  idol 
—where  the  more  distant  crowd  of  inferior  worship- 
pers, who  looked  on  in  awe  or  in  terror.  The  places 
oiost  shunned  by  the  timid  peasants  had  no  terrors 
for  me ;  I  dared  walk  in  the  fairy  circle,  and  sleep  by 
the  magic  spring. 

**Put  for  my  misfortune,  I  was  chiefly  fond  to  linger 
about  Oie  Dwarfie  Stone,  as  it  is  called,  a  relic  of  an- 
tiqaity,  which,  strangers  look  on  with  curiosity,  and 
Jie  natives  with  awe.  It  is  a  huge  fragment  of  rock, 
vhich  lies  in  a  broken  and  rude  valley,  full  of  stones 
and  precipices,  in  the  recesses  of  the  Ward-hill  of 
Hoy.  The  inside  of  the  rock  haa  tw^couches,  hewn 
by  DO  earthly  hand,  and  having  a  small  passage  be- 
tween them.  The  doorway  is  now  open  to  the  wea- 
ther ;  but  beside  it  lies  a  large  stone,  which,  adapted 
U)  grooves  still  visible  in  the  entrance,  once  had  served 
to  open  and  to  close  this  extraordinary  dwelling, 
vhich  Trolld,  a  dwarf  famous  in  the  northern  Sagas, 
is  said  to  have  framed  for  his  own  favourite  resi- 
<Wace.  The^  lonely  shepherd  avbids  the  place :  for 
>t  sunrise,  high  noon,  or  sunset,  the  misshapen  form 

of  the  necromantic  owner  may  sometimes  still  be 

«en  sitting  by  the  Dwarfie  Stonct    I  feared  not  the 

*  The  L«vtine  wm  the  Comith.  or  Smmma  Court,  of  the 
ttiBbT,  beinr  letained  both  m  Orkney  and  Zetland,  and  pm- 
iWnif.  in  its  eonstittttion,  tho  nido  onrin  of  a  parlianienL 

*  And  from  which  hill  of  Hojr,  at  midaaitiiner,  tbe  ran  maj 
IVKea,  it  is  nid.  at  midnight.  8b  my*  the  ceovrapher  Bteau, 
voMMiffh,  aeeordinff  to  Dr.  Wallace,  it  cannot  lie  Uio  true  body 
If  Uw  iin  which  k  viaible.  b«t  only  ita  imafe  ralmctad  through 
MM  watery  doud  apon  the  horinm. 

illria  b  ooeof  the  wondere  of  tiie  Orkney  laUada,  thoagh  it 


apparition,  for,  Minna,  tny  heart  was  as  bold,  and  my 
hand  was  as  innocent,  as  yours.  In  mv  childish 
cotirage.  I  was  even  but  too  presumptuous,  and  the 
thirst  after  things  unattainable  led  me,  like  ourprimi- 
tive  mother,  to  desire  increase  of  knowledge,  even  by 
prohibited  means.^  I  longed  to  possess  ^e  power  of 
the  Voluapse  and  divining  women  of  our  ancient  racet 
to  wield,  like  them,  command  over  the  elements}  and 
to  summon  t]\e  ghosts  of  deceased  heroes  from  their 
caverns,  that  ihcy  might  recite  their  daring  deeds, 
and  impart  to  me  their  hidden  treasures.  Often  when 
watching  by  the  Dwarfie  Stbne,  with  mine  eyes  fixed 
on  the  Ward-hill,  which  rises  above  that  gloomy 
valley,  I  have  distinguished,  among  the  dark  rocks^ 
that  wonderful  carbuncle,*  which  gleams  ruddy  as  a 
furnace  to  them  who  view  it  from  oeneath,  but  has 
ever  become  invisible  to  him  whose  daring  foot  has 
scaled  the  precipices  from  which  it  darts  its  splendour. 
My  vain  and  youthful  bosom  burned  to  inveatigata 
these  and  a  hundred  other  mysteries,  which  the  Sagaa 
that  I  perused,  or  learned  from  Erland,  rather  indi- 
cated than  explained;  and  in  my  daring  mood,  I 
called  on  the  Lord  of  the  Dwarfie  Stone  to  aid  me  in 
attaining  knowledge  inaccessible  to  mere  mortals." 

*^And  the  evil  spirit  heard  your  summons  T*  said 
Minna,  her  blood  curdling  as  she  listened. 

**  Hush  !*'  said  Noma,  lowering  her  voice,  **  vex 
him  not  with  reproach--4ie  is  with  us— he  hears  ua 
even  now." 

Brenda  started  from  her  seat.— **  I  will  to  Eophana 
Fea's  chamber,"  she  said,  ''and  leave  you.  Minna 
and  Noma,  to  finish  your  stories  of  hobgoblins  and 
of  dwarfs  at  your  own  leisure;  I  care  nor  for  them  at 
any  tim&  but  I  tvill  not  endure  them  at  midnight, 
and  by  this  pale  lamplight'^ 

She  was  accordingly  in  the  act  of  leaving  tha 
room,  when  her  sifter  detained  her. 

"  Is  this  the  courage,"  she  said, "  of  her,  that  disbe- 

has  rather  been  undervalued  by  Uieir  late  historian,  Mr.  Bany. 
The  island  of  Hoy  rt«ea  abruptly,  itartinK  as  it  were  out  of  Hie 
tea,  which  ii  contrary  to  the  fsntle  and  flat  nharacter  of  the 
other  Ulei  of  Orkney.  It  eonalata  of  a  mountain,  having  diflbr- 
ent  ominencei  or  peak*.  It  is  very  eteep,  furrowed  with  ra« 
vines,  anci  placed  so  at  to  catch  Uio  mtfta  or  the  Western  Ocean, 
and  has  a  noble  and  pictureaouv  eflbct  fhtm  all  points  of  view. 
The  hiirhest  peak  is  divided  fhrai  another  eminence,  called  the 
Ward-lull,  by  a  long  swampy  valley  full  of  poat-bors.  Upon  Uie 
slope  of  this  last  hill,  and  jOJit  where  the  principal  mouniarn  oi 
Hny  opens  in  a  hollow  swamp,  or  oortio,  lies  what  is  called  the 
Dwarne  fltooe.  It  is  a  great  fragment  of  sand  Atone,  composing 
one  solid  mass,  which  has  lonur  since  beon  detached  fh>m  a  belt 
of  lYie  same  materials,  cresting  the  eminence  above  the  spot/ 
where  i>now  hea,  and  which  has  slid  down  till  it  rftachod  ita 
preeent  siluatioo.  The  rock  as  about  seven  f«ct  high,  twentjr- 
two  feet  long,  and  seventeen  feet  broad.  The  upper  end  of  it 
is  hollowed  by  iron  tool*,  of  which  Uio  marks  are  evident,  into 
a  sort  of  Dparrment,  containing  two  bedn  of  stone,  with  a  paa- 
sage  between  them.  The  uppermost  and  largest  bed  u  five  feat 
Right  inches  long,  by  two  feet  broad,  which  was  supposed  to  be 
U'Mfd  by  the  dwairf  himself;  the  lower  coudi  is  shorter,  and 
rounded  nfl^,  instead  of  being  squared  at  the  comers.  Tliere  la 
an  entmnce  of  abont  Uiree  feet  end  a  half  square,  and  a  stone 
lies  before  it  calculated  to  fit  the  oiieninff.  A  sort  of  skyliglii 
window  gives  light  to  tho  apartment.  We  can  only  guess  at 
the  puntose  of  this  iLonument.  and  diUbrcnt  ideas  have  bean 
suggeated.  Some  have  supposod  it  the  work  of  some  traretling 
mason ;  bnt  the  cirf  toae  would  remain  to  be  accounted  for.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Barry  conjectures  it  to  be  a  hermirs  cell ;  but  it  di» 
plays  no  symbol  of  Christianity,  and  the  door  opens  to  Uie  west- 
ward. Tho  Orcadian  traditions  allege  tho  work  to  be  Uiat  of  a 
dwarf,  to  whom  they  ascribe  supernatural  powers,  and  a  male> 
\'olei»t  disposition,  the  atuibatea  of  that  raoe  in  Norse  myUiot- 
ogy.    Whoever  inhabited  this  ainsuiar  den  certainly  enjoyed 

*'  Pillow  cold,  and  sheets  not  wann.** 

I  observed,  that  commencing  just  opposite  to  the  Dwarfle  Stone. 
and  extending  in  a  line  to  the  sea-beach,  Uiere  are  a  number  of 
small  barrows,  or  cairns,  which  seem  to  connect  the  stone  with 
a  very  large  cairn  where  we  landed.  This  curious  monument 
may  therefore  have  been  intended  as  a  temple  of  some  kind  to 
the  Northern  Dii  Manes,  to  which  the  cairns  might  direct  wor* 
shippers. 

*  "  At  tbe  vest  end  of  thfs  stone,  (f.  e.  the  Dwaifie  Stone,) 
stands  anexM«ding  high  mounUiin  of  a  steep  ascent,  called  the 
Ward-hill  of  Hoy,  near  tlie  too  of  which,  in  the  months  of  May, 
JVLite,  and  July,  about  roidniglit,  is  seen  something  that  shines 
and  sparkle*  admirably,  and  which  is  often  seen  a  great  way  off 
It  hath  shined  more  brightly  before  than  it  does  now,  and 
though  many  have  climbed  up  the  h ill  jind  attempted  to  searela 
tor  it,  yet  they  could  find  nothing.  The  vulgar  talk  of  «t  aa 
some  enchanted  corbuncJo.  but  I  take  it  rather  to  bo  somo  wa 
ter  sliding  down  the  face  of  a  smooth  rock,  which,  when  the 
sun,  at  such  a  time,  shines  upon,  the  reflection  causeth  that  ad- 
mirable splendour. "-Da  WAUJics'i  DetcriptUm  ^  tk»  f-'— ^ 
^OrfaKT*  tSow,  17D0,  p.  n. 
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lievea  whatever  ih^  history  of  our  fatlJere  tells  us  of 
supornaiural  prodii^y  7  What  Xorna  has  to  tell  con- 
cerns the' fate,  jjerHaps,  of  our  faincr  and  his  house; 
—if  I  can  listen  to  it,  truaiinff  that  God  and  my  inno- 
cence will  protect  me  from  all  that  is  malignant,  you, 
Brenda,  who  believe  not  in  such  mflucnee^  have 
surelv  r.o  cofise  to  tremble.  Credit  me,  that  lor  the 
•  giiiltfess  there  is  no  fear." 

"  Tliere  may  be  no  danger,"  said  Brcnda,  unable  to 
suppress  her  natural  turn  for  humour,  "but,  as  the 
old  jest  book  says,  there  is  piuch  fear.  However 
Minna,  I  will  stay  with  you ;— the  rathdr,"  she  added, 
in  a  whisper,  "  that  J  am  loath  to  leave  you  alone 
with  this  frightful  woman,  and  that  I  have  a  dark 
staircase  and  long  passage  betwixt  and  Euphane 
Fea,  else  I  would  nave  her  here  ere  I  were  five  mi> 
Dutes  older." 

"  Call  no  one  hither,  maiden,  upon  peril  of  thy  life,** 
said  Noma,  "  and  interrupt  not  my  tale  again ;  for 
it  cannot  and  must  not  be  told  alter  that  charmed 
light  has  ceased  to  bum." 

"  And  I  thank  Heaven,"  said  Brenda  to  herseli^ 
"  that  the  oil  bums  low  in  the  cruize  1  I  am  sorely 
tempted  to  lend  it  a  pufij  but  then  Noma  would  ke 
alone  with  us  in  the  dark,  and  that  would  be  worse." 

So  saying,  she  submitted  to  her  fate,  and  sat  down, 
delerminea  to  listen  with  all  the  eiiuanimitv  which 
she  could  command  to  tlie  remaining  part  of  Noma's 
tale,  which  went  on  as  follows : — 

**  It  happened  on  a  hot  summer  day,  and  just  about 
the  hour  of  noon,"  continued  Noma.  *'  as  I  sat  by 
the  Dwariie  Stone,  with  my  eyes  fixed  on  the  Ward- 
iiill,  Whence  the  mysterious  and  ever4)uming  car- 
buncle shed  its  rays  more  brightly  than  usugu.  and 
repined  in  my  heart  at  the  restricted  hounds  of 
human  knowledge,  that  at  length  I  could  not  help 
ezclouning,  in  the  words  of  an  ancient  Saga, 

*  DweWw  of  the  mountain,  riw, 
Trolld  tlie  powerAi),  Haiin«  tlie  witol 
Vft  who  tBUKlit  weak  woman'*  tonfue 
Words  that  iwaj  the  wiae  end  acronf,— 
Ye  who  tauf ht  weak  wuman'a  hand 
How  to  wield  the  mafic  wand, 
And  woke  the  rales  on  Foulah'a  ateep, 
Or  lull  wild  ^mbnrfh'a  waves  to  sleep  I— 
Still  are  ye  yet  1-Not  yours  the  power 
Te  knew  it>  Odin's  miirhlier  hour. 
What  are  ye  now  but  empty  names, 
Powjerf^l  Trolld,  sagacious  Haims, 
Thot,  tightly  spoken,  liahtly  hrard. 
Float  on  the  air  like  thistle's  beard  I' 

"I  had  scarce  uttered  these  words,"  proceeded 
Noma,  "ere  the  sky,  which  had  been  tQl  then  un- 
usually clear,  grew  so  suddenly  dark  around  me,  that 
ii  seemed  more  hke  midnight  than  noon.  A  single 
tiash  of  lightning  showed  me  at  once  the  desolate 
landscape  of  heath,  morass,  mountain,  and  precipice, 
which  lay  around ;  a  single  clap  of  thunder  wakened 
all  the  echoes  of  the  ^ard-hill,  which  continued  so 
long  to  repeat  the  sound,  that  it  seemed  some  rock; 
rent  bv  the  thunderbolt  from  the  summit,  was  rolling 
over  cliff  and  precipice  into  the  valley.  Immedintely 
after,  fell  a  burst  of  rain  so  violent,  that  I  was  fain 
to  shun  its  pelting,  by  creeping  into  the  interior  of  the 
mysterious  stone. 

''  I  seated  myself  on  the  larger  stone  couch,  which 
iiseut  at  the  (hrther  end  of  the  cavity,  and,  with  mv 
eyes  fixed  on  the  smaller  bed,  weaned  myselfwitn 
conjectures  respecting  the  origin  and  purpose  of  my 
singular  place  of  refiue.  Had  it  been  really  the  work 
of  that  powerful  ,TroIld,  to  whom  the  poetry  of  the 
Scalds  referred  iti  Or  was  it  the  tomb  of  some 
Scandinavian  chief,  interred  with  his  arms  and  his 
wealth,  perhaps  also  with  his^  immolated  wife,  that 
what  he  loved  best  in  life  might  not  in  death  be 
divided  from  him  7  Or  was  it  .the  abode  of  penance, 
ehosen  by  some  devoted  anchorite  of  later  days  7  Or 
the  idle  work  of  some  wandering  mechanic,  whom 
chanc£,  and  whim,  and  leisure  had  thrust  upon  such 
an  undertaking!  I  tell  you  the  thoughts  that  then 
flouted  through  my  brain,  that  ye  may  know  that 
what  ensued  was  ,not  the  vision  of  a  prejudiced  or 
prepossessed  imafdnadon,  but  an  apparition,  as  cer> 
tain  as  it  was  awful. 

'*  Sleep  had  gradually  crept  on  me,  amidst  my 
hcubrations,  when  I  was  startled  from  my  slumber* 
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by  a  second  dap  ef  thunder;  a^d|  whea  1  aw%  , 
I  saw,  through  tne  dim  light  whidi  the  upper  apow 
ture  admitted,  the  unshapely  and  indisunci  fona  c( 
Trolld  the  dwarf;  seated  opposite  to  me  oo  the  kssaer 
couch,  which  his  square  and  misshapen  bulk  kwA 
absolutely  to  fill  up.  I  was  startled,  but  notafii^tBdH 
for  the  blood  of  the  ancient  race  of  Lochlin  wt9 
warm  in  my  veins.    He  spoke ;  and  his  words  vnj 
of  Norse,  so  ol«!!,  that  few,  save  my,  father,  orImyd(^ 
could  have  comprehended  their  import,— «ich  1  *- 
guage  as  was  spoken   in  these  iuanas  ene  01 

planted  the  cross  on  the  ruins  of  heathenisDi.  

meaning  was  dark  also  and  obscure,  like  that  v)uek9 
the  Pagan  priests  were  wont  to  deliver,  in  the  uotl 
of  their  idols,  to  the  tribes  that  assembltid  at  the  Ak] 
gqfeU,*    This  was  the  import,— 

'A  thousand  winteni  dark  have  flown, 
Stiicc  o'er  the  Uireshold  of  my  stone 
A  votaress  pasa'd,  my  power  to  own. 
Visiter  bold 
or  the  mansion  ofTrolld. 

Maiden  hAo^hty  or  heart. 
Who  hast  hither  presumed,— 
Ungifled,  Undoom'd,  . 

Tho«  Shalt  not  depart ;      ' 
Tlie  powor  thou  dost  covet 

O'er  lempest  and  wave. 
Shall  bo  tliine,  thou  proud  maiden, 
By  beach  and  by  eave,— 
By  stackt  and  by  skerry,}  by  noupt  «nd  by  voe.l 
By  air?  and  by  ^ick.**  and  by  helyerit  and  gio.tt 


And  by  every  wild  shore  which  the  northern  winds  kaov, 

And  ttio  norttiem  tidoa  lave. 
But  though  this  shall  bo  given  ihce,  tlion  daapeialdybiMi 
I  doom  titee  that  never  the  gift  thou  atiall  kafa. 

Till  Uiou  roave  thy  life's  giver 

or  the  gift  which  he  gave,* 

**  I  answered  him  in  nearly  the  same  strain;  1 
spirit  of  the  ancient  Scalds  of  our  race  was  upgff  t 
and,  far  from  fearing  the  phantom,  with  wbom  U 
cooped  within  so  narrow  a  space,  I  felt  the  in 
of  that  high  courage  which  thrust  the  ancient  C 
pions  and  Druidesses  upon  contests  with  iImI 
visible  world^  when  they  thought  that  the  earth  I 
longer  con  tamed  enemies  worthy  to  be  sub^ 
them.    Therefore  did  1  answer  him  thus  ^- 

'  Dark  are  thy  words,  and  severe. 

Then  dweller  in  the  stone ; 
Bat  trembling  and  fber 

To  Iter  are  unknown, 
Who  hath  sought  thee  here. 

In  thy  dwelling  lone. 
Come  what  comes  soever, 

The  wonit  I  can  endure  i 
Life  is  but  a  short  fever, 

And  Deatli  is  the  cure.' 

**The  Demon  scowled  at  me,  as  if  at  once  inert 
and  overawed  ;  and  then  coiling  himself  tip  in  a  tl 
and  sulphureous  vapour,  he  disappeared  from 
place.  I  did  not,  till  that  moment,  feel  the  infiud 
of  fright,  but  then  it  seized  me.  I  rushed  intol 
open  air,  where  the  tempest  had  passed  away,  ana 
was  pure  and  serene.  After  a  moment's  breathi 
pause,  I  hasted  home,  musing  by  the  way  on 
words  of  the  phantom^  which  I  could  not,  as  ci 
happens,  recall  so  disunctly  to  memory  at  the  01 
as  I  have  been  able  to  do  since.  ^ 

"It  may  seem  stranee  that  stich  an  appani 
should,  in  time,  have  glided  from  my  mind,  Ul^ 
vision  of  the  night— but  so  it  was.  I  brought  mi 
to  believe  it  the  work  of  fancy ~I  thought  i  had  I 
too  much  in  solitude,  and  had  given  way  too  muf 
the  feelings  inspired  by  my  favourite  studies.  I 
doned  them  for  a  time,  and  I  mixed  with  the  y% 
of  my  age.  I  was  upon  a  visit  at  Kirkwall  wW 
learned  to  know  vour  father,  whom  business 
brought  thither,  tie  easily  found  access  to  the! 
tion  with  whom  I  lived,  who  was  anxious  to  < 
pose,  if  possible,  the  feud  which  divided  oar 

*  Or  consecrated  mountain,  used  by  the  SoandinaTianslI 
fbr  the  purposes  of  thnir  idol-worshipi. 

t  Stack.  A  precipitous  rock,  rixing  out  of  the  . 
^  Siarrry.  A  flat  insulated  rock,  not  subjeet  to 
in*  of  the  sea. 
t  Sm^.  A  round-headed  eminence. 
i  Voe,  A  creek,  or  inlet  of  the  sea.  % 

•  4tr,  An  open  ■-••>«*ecli. 

••l«e*.  An  open  bay.  ! 

tt  Helym.  A  cavern  into  which  the  tide  flown. 
**  'aio.  4  deep  lavino  wbieh  admits  the  aoa. 
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Yoar  ftth«r,  maidcofl^  fiMbeen  rather  haftkifed  than 
Ganged  by  years— he  had  the  aame  manly  form,  the 
tune  old  Xorae  frankness  of  manner  and  of  heart, 
dKtame  upright  courage  and  honesty  of  disposition, 
vith  more  pt  the  gentle  ingenuousness  of  youthi  an 
tiger  desire  to  please,  a  willingness  to  be  pleased,  and 
i|fivacitv  of  spirits  which  survives  not  our  early 
I  inrs.  But  though  he  was  thus  worthy  of  love,  and 
i  BOttgfa  Erland  wrote  to  me,  authorizing  his  attach* 
!  DCDt,  there  was  anothei^-n  stranger,  Minna,  a  fatal 
i  Mnitf ei^-full  of _  arts  unknown  to  us,  and  graces 
alien  to  the  plain  manners  of  your  father  were  un- 
bown.  Yes.  he  walked,  indeed,  anjong  us  like  a 
iang  of  another  and  of  a  auporior  race.--Ye  look  on* 
w  as  if  it  were  strange  that  I  should  have  had 
iinrBctiona  for  such  a  lover:  bat  I  presimt  nothing 
Aai  can  remind  you  that  Nornitof  the  Fitful-head 
|«88  once  admired  and  ioved  as  Ulla  Troil— the 
jthtoge  betwixt  the  animated  body  and  the  corpse  after 
[Mceaae,  b  scarce  more  awful  and  absolute  than  I 
Have  sustained,  while  I  yet  linger  on  earth.    Look  on 


ifarted  to  stone,  by  looking  upon  sights  of  terror— 

meae  lodia,  that  mingled:  with  jgray,  now  stream 

Mt,  the  shattered  pennons  of  a  smkiog  vessel— that 

IkcttL  and  she  to  wliom  thev  bebne,  could  once  be 

1^  objects  of  fond  affection  7— But  tne  waniiM  lamp 

«ukB  faat,  and  let  it  sink  while  I  tell  my  infamy.— 

Wa  loved  in  aecre4,  we  met  in  secre^  till  I  gave  the 

lastprcof  of  fatal  and  of  guilty  passion  1— And  now 

Kam  out,  thou  magic  glimmer-shtne  out  a  little 

^nfc^tboiu  flame  so  powerful  even  in  thv  feebleness 

--bid  ttB  who  hovers  near  us,  keep  his  dark  pinions 

aUMi  friNB  the  circle  thou  dost  illuminate— live  but  a 

Eitk  till  the  worst  be  told,  and  then  sink  when  thou 

viitiato  darkness,  as  black  as  my  guilt  and  sorrow !" 

Wluh  she  spoke  thus,  she  drew  together  the  re- 

fDsiBtag  nutriment  of  the  lamp,  and  trimmed  its  de> 

caviog  name;  then  again,  with  a  hollow  voice,  and 

in  oroken  sentences,  pursued  her  narrative. 

**!  most  waste  little  time  in  words.    My  love  was 
dncovered,  but  not  my  guilt    Erland  came  to  Po- 


anger,  and  transported  me  to  our  solitary 
duelling  in  Hoy.  He  commanded  me  to  see  my  lover 
■a  more,  and  to  receive  Magnus,  in  whom  he  was 
viBinK  to  foisive  the  offences  of  his  father,  as  my 
More  Qtisband.  Alas,  I  no  longer  deserved  bis  attach- 
aeat— my  only  wish  was  to  escspe  from  my  father's 
dwelljni;,  to  conceal  my  shame  m  my  lov^s  arms. 
Lei  me  do  him  justice— he  was  faithful— too,  too 
fthhfiil — his  perfidy  would  have  bereft  me  of  my 
anises ;  bat  the  faul  consequences  of  bis  fidelity  have 
riane  me  a  tenfold  injury." 

She  paused,  and  than  resumed,  with  the  wild  tone 
9f  insanity,  ^It  has  made  me  the  powerful  and  the 
^ipairing  Sovereign  of  the  Sens  and  Winds!" 

She  paused  a  second  time,  after  this  wild  exclama- 
lioQ,  and  resumed  her  narrative  in  a  more  composed 
panoer. 

'*Hy  lover  came  in  secret  to  Hoy,  to  concert  mea- 
pnas  for  mv  flight,  and  I  agreed  to  meet  him,  that  we 
faight  fix  the  tune  when  his  vessel  should  come  into 
ae  Sound.    I  left  the  house  at  midnight." 
!   Heia  she  am>eared  to  ga^  with  agony,  and  went 
ia  whb'her  tale,  by  broken  and  interrupted  sentences. 
1  left  the  house  at  midnight— I  had  to  paiss  my  fa- 
Act's  door,  and  I  perceived  it  was  open— I  thougnt  he 
•aiehed  us;  and,  ihat  the  sound  of* my  steps  might 
mm  break  his  slumbers,  I  closed  the  fatal  door— a 
iK^tand  trivial  action— but^  God  in  Heaven !  what 
^aoa  the  consequences!— At  morn,  the  room  was  full 
if  sofibcating  vapour^my  father  was  dead— dead 
«lgh   roy  act--dead  through  my  disobedience— 
itad  tiirough  my  infamy  I    All  that  follows  is  mist 
•ad  darkness— a  choking,  suffocating,  stifling;  mist 
snriepes  all  that  I  said  and  did,  all  that  was  said  and 
dose,  antil  I  became  assured  that  my  doom  was  ac- 
ccophsned,  and^alked  forth  the  calm  and  terrible 
Uaig  von  now  benold  me— the  Queen  of  the  Elements 
"die  'sharer  in  the  power  of  those  beings  to  whom 
nuk  and  his  nasnons  give  such  sport  as  the  tortures 
of  the  dog-fiah  afibrd  toa  flsharraaD,  when  he  pierce* 


his  eyee  with  thorny  and  ttiraa  him  onee  men  mte 
his  dative  elemeBt,  to  traverse  the  waves  in  bUndneae 
and  agony.*  No,  maklena.  she  whom  rou  see  befora 
you  ia  impaaaive  to  the  folliea  of  which  your  minds 
are  the  sport.  I  am  she  that  have  made  the  offering;— I 
am  she  that  bereaved  the  ^ver  of  the  fpft  of  life  which 
he  gave  mc— the  dark  aavmg  haa  been  interpreted  by 
my  deed,  and  I  am  taken  from  humanity,  to  be 
something  pr»emineBdy  powerfhl,  preeminently 
wretched  1" 

As  ahe  aix^e  thus,  the  light,  whiebhad  been  long 
quivering,  leaped  high  for  an  instant,  and  aeemei 
about  to  expire  when  Noma,  interrupting  heraell^ 
said  haatily,  "  No  mora  novr— hecomes— he  cornea- 
Enough  that  ye  know  me,  and  the  right  I  have  to 
advise  and  command  you.— Approach  now,  proud 
Spirit !  if  thou  wilt." 

So  saying,  she  extin^ni^ed  the  lam^.and  paased 
out  of  the  apartment  with  her  uaual  loftineea  of  step, 
as  Minna  could  obaerve  from  its  measured  cadence. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

If  sll  the  eooiMSl  diat  wo  two  hate  •hsfed- 
The  listen'  vcwn,  the  houri  Uiat  we  have  i 
When  we  Iwve  ehid  Uw  ttastr-foolad  time 
For  iNurtini  ui^O,  and  ia  all  fore ot } 

MiSsimmer'Niihrt  1 

Ths  attention  of  Minna  waa  powerfully  arreated 
by  this  tale  of  terror,  which  accorded  with  and  ex-  > 
plained  many  broken  hints  respecting  Kom^  which 
ahe  had  heani  from  her  fatlier  and  other  near  tela- 
tionn^  and  ahe  was  for  a  time  so  lost  in  surpriae,  not 
unmmglcd  with  horror,  that  she  did  not  even  attempt 
to  speak  to  her  sister  Brenda.  When,  at  length,  ans 
called  her  by  her  name,  she  received  no  anawer, 
and,  on  touching  h^  hand,  she  found  it  cold  as  ioa. 
Alarmed  to  the  uttermost,  she  threw  open  the  lattice 
and  the  window-shutters,  and  admitted  at  once  the 
fiee  air  and  the  pale  glimmer  of  the  hvperboiean  sum* 
mcr  night.  She  then  became  sensible  that  her  sister 
was  in  a  awoon.  All  thoughts  concerning  Noma, 
her  fric^htful  tale,  and  her  mysterious  connexion  with 
the  invisible  world,  at  once  vanished  from,  Minna's 
thoughta,  and  she  hastily  ran  to  the  apartmeni  of  the 
old  housekeeper,  to  summon  her  aid,  without  reflect- 
ing for  a  moment  what  sights  she  might  encounter 
in  the  long  dark  passagea  which  she  had  to  traverae. 

The  old  woman  hastened  to  Brenda' s  assistanoei 
and  inatantly  applied  aueh  remedies  as  her  experience 
auggested;  out  the  poor  girl's  nervous  system  had 
been  so  much  agitated  by  the  horrible  tale  she  had 
just  heard,  that,  when  recovered  from  her  awoon, 
her  utmost  endeavoura  to  compose  her  mind  conla 
not  prevent  her  falling  into  a  hysterical  fit  of  some 
duration.  This  also  waa  subdued  by  the  experience 
of  old  Euphane  Fee,  who  waa  well  versed  in  all  the 
simple  pharmacy  used  by  the  natives  of  Zetland,  and 
wha  after  administering  a  composing  draaght,  dis- 
tilled from  simples  and  wild  flowers,  at  length  saw 
her  patient  reaigned  to  aleep.  Minna  stretched  her- 
self beside  her  sister,  kissed  her  cheek,  and  courted 
slumber  in  bor  turn ;  but  the  more  she  invoked  it,  the 
farther  it  seemed  to  fly  from  her  eye-lids;  and  ifai  , 
times  she  was  disposed  to  sink  into  repose,  the  voice 
of  the  involuntary  parricide  seemed  again  to  sound  in 
her  eara,  and  startled  her  into  conactbusnees. 

The  earl3r  morning  hour  at  which  they  were  accus 
tomed  to  rise,  found  the  state  of  the  sisters  differenl 
from  what  might  have  been  expected.  A  sound  sleep 
bad  restored  the  spirit  of  Brenaa's  lightaome  eye,  and 
the  rose  on  her  laughing  cheek ;  the  transient  indis- 
position of  the  preceding  night  havmg  left  as  little 
trouble  on  her  look,  aa  the  fintastic  terrors  of  Noma's 
tale  had  been  able  to  impress  on  her  imaginaUon. 


Thelooks  of  Minna,  cm  the  contrary,  were  melancholy, 
downcast,  and  apparently  exhausted  by  watching  and 
anxiety.  They  said  at  first  little  to  each  other,  as  r 
afraid  of  touching  a  subject  so  fraught  with  emotion 
as  the  scene  of  the  preceding  night  It  was  not  unta 
they  had  perfocmed  together  their  devotions,  as  usual, 
that  Brenda,  while  lacing  Minna'*  Hbdioe,  (fo-  they 
*  This  enwlijr  b  praetiMd  by  loma  flabeia,  «iut  vf  a  TindieUfa 
katiatf  la  tbaastavanwiaiahea. 


nndered  the  tervioes  of  Vie  toilet  to  each  other  reci- 
procaily,)  became  aware  of  the  paleness  of  her  sister's 
looks;  and  having  ascertained,  by  a  glance  at  the 
mirror,  that  her  own  did  not  wear  the  same  dejection, 
she  kissed  Minna's  cheek,  and  said  afTectionateiy, 
**  Claud  Halcro  was  right,  my  dearest  sister,  when 
his  poetical  folly  gave  us  these  names  of  Night  and 
Day." 

,  And  wberfore  shotdd  you  say  so  now'?"  said 
Minna.  • 

"  Because  we  each  are  bravest  in  the  season  that 
we  take  our  name  from :  I  was  frightened  well  nigh 
to  death,  byheering  those  thinss  last  night,  which 
you  endured  with  courageous  firmness  r  and  now, 
when  it  is  broad  light,  I  can  think  of  them  with  com- 
posure, while  you  look  as  pale  as  a  sphit  who  is 
suiprisied  by  sunrise." 

*'You  are  lucky,  Brenda,"  said  her  sister,  gravely, 
*'  who  can  so  soon  forget  such  a  tale  of  .wonder  and 
horror.V 

"  The  horror,"  said  Brenda,  "  is  never  to  be  for- 
gotten, unless  one  could  hope  that  the  unfortunate 
woman's  excited  imagmaiion,  which  shows  itself  so 
active  in  conjuring  up  apparitions^  may  have  fixed  on 
her  an  imaginary  crime." 

"You bcFieve nothing,  then,"  said  Minna,  "of  her 
interview  at  the  Dwarnc  Stone,  that  wondrous  place, 
of  which  60  many  talcs  are  told,  and  which,  for  so 
many  centuries,  has  been  reverenced  as  the  work  of 
a  demon,  and  as  his  abode?'* 

**  I  beheve,"  said  Brenda,  '*  that  our  unhappy  rela- 
tive is  no  impostor— and  therefore  I  believe  that  she 
was  at  the  Dwarne  Stone  during  a  thunder-storm, 
that  she  aousht  shelter  in  it,  and  that,  during  a  swoon, 
or  during  eleep  perhaps,  some  dream  visited  her, 
concerned  with  the  popular  traditions  with  which  she 
was  so  conversant;  but  I  cannot  easily  believe 
more." 

"And  yet  the  event,"  said  Minna,  "  corresponded 
to  the  dark  intimations  of  the  vision." 

"Pardon  me,"  said  Brenda,  "I  rather  think  the 
dream  would  never  have  been  put  into  shape,  or 
perhaps  remembered  at  all,  but  for  the  event.  She 
told  us  herself  she  had  nearly  forgot  the  vision,  till 
after  her  father's  dreadful  death,— and  who  shall 
warrant  how  much  of  what  she  then  supposed  he^ 
self  to  remember  was  not  the  crearion  of  her  own 
fancv,  disordered  as  it  naturally  was  by  the  horrid 
acciaent.7  Had  she  really  seen  and  conversed  with 
a  necromantic  dwarf,  she  was  likely  to  remember 
the  conversation  long  enough— at  least  I  am  sure  I 
should." 

"Brenda,"  replied  Minna,  "you  have  heard  (he 
good  minister  of  the  Cross-Kirk  say^  that  human  wis- 
dpm  was  worse  than  folly,  when  it  was  applied  to 
mvstcries  beyond  its  comprehension  ;  aqrl  that,  if  we 
bdieved  no  more  than  we  could  understand,  we  should 
resist  the  evidence  of  our  senses,  which  presented  us, 
at  every  lurn,  circumstances  as  certain  as  they  were 
wiinielligible." 

"  You  are  too  learned  yourself;  sister,"  answered 
Brenda,  "  to  need  the  assistance  of  the  good  minister 
of  Cross-Kirk;  butl  think  his  doctrine  only  related 
,  to  the  mysteries  of  our  religion,  which  it  is  our  duty  to 
receive  without  investigation  or  doubt— but  in  things 
occurring  in  common  life,  as  God  has  bestowed  rea- 
,  son  upon  us,  we  cannot  act  wrong  in  employing  it. 
But  you,  my  dear  Minna,  have  a  warmer  fancy  tnan 
'  mine,  and  are  willing  to  receive  all  those  wonderful 
stories  for  truth,  because  you  love  to  think  of  sorce- 
rers, and  dwarfs^  and  water-rpuits,  and  would  like 
much  to  have  a  httle  trow,  or  fairy^  as  the  Scotch  call 
Uiem,  with  a  green  conl,  and  a  pair  of  wings  as  bril- 
liant as  the  hues  of  the  stariings  neck,  specially  to 
attend  on  you." 

"  It  would  spare  vou  at  least  the  trouble  of  lacing 
my  bodice,"  said  Minna,  "  and  of  lacing  it  wrong. 
too ;  for  in  the  heat  of  your  argument  you  have  missed 
two  eyelet-holes." 

"  That  error  shall  be  presently  mended,"  sakl  Bren- 
da: "and, then,  as  one  of  our  friends  might  say,  I 
will  hapl  tight  and  belay— but  you  draw  your  breath 
to  deeply,  that  it  will  be  a  difficult  matter." 

**  I  oolv  sighed  "  said  Minna,  in  some  confiisiott, 


THE  PIRATE.  ^      (CaAr.XJ 

"  to  think  how  soon  yoa  caii  trifle  with  ajid^ridicol 
the  misfortunes  of  this  extraordinary  woman." 

**I  do  not  ridicule  them,  God  knows !"  repEi 
Brenda.  somewhat  angrily ;  "  it  is  yoo,  Minna,  «b 
turn  all  I  say  in  tnitli  and  kindness,  to  somethiri 
harsh  or  wicked.  I  k)ok  on  Noma  aa  a  womaol 
very  extraordinary  abilities,  which  are  very  oftd 
united  with  a  strong  cast  of  insanity :  and  I  condS 
her  as  better.skillea  in  the  signs  of  the  weather  tfail 
any  woman  in  Zetland.  But  that  she  has  anypovl 
over  the  elements,  I  no  more  believe,  than  I  do  in  i 
nursery  stories  or  King  Erick,  who  could  m&ke  i 
wind  blow  from  the  point  he  set  his  cap  to."        ' 

Minna,  somewhat  nettled  with  the  obitiniJ«y 
credulity  of  her  sister,  replied  sharply,  "And  yet,BT 
da,  this  woman— half-mad  woman,  and  theverietti 
postor-is  the  person  by  whom  you  choose  to  be  advi. 
m  the  matter  next  your  own  heart  at  this  moment' 

".I  do  not  know  what  |rou  mean,"  said  Brer' 
colouring  deeply,  and  shifting  to  get  away  from 
sifiter.  But  as  she  was  now  undergomg  the  ceren 
of  being  laeed  in  her  turn,  her  sister  nad  ihenrei 
of  holding  her  fast  by  the  -silken  string  with  wis 
she  was  fastening  the  bodice,  and,  tapping  her 
th^  neck,  which  expressed,  by  its  sudden  wntbe,! 
sudden  change  to  a  scarlet  hue,  as  much  pettish ' 


assurance  has  brought  him  uninvited  lo  a  hoi»e«i| 
his  presence  is  so  unacceptable,  yon  should  still  ■ 
or  think  of  him  with  favour 9  Surely,  that  fo«« 
should  be  a  proof  to  yoo,  that  there  are  suchthmtn 
spells  in  the  country,  and  that  you  yourself Jm 
under  them.    It  is  not  for  naught  that  HoM 
weara  a  chain  of  elfin  gold— look  to  it.  Brendt,  mM 
wise  in  time."  , 

"I  have  nothing  to  do  with  Mordaum  Merto«ii 
answered  Brenda,  hastily,  **  nor  do  I  know  or  J 
what  he  or  any  other  young  man  wears  about  hi»B«l 
I\could  see  all  the  sold  chains  of  all  the  ^t^mi 
Edinburgh,  that  Lady  Glowrowrum  BpeakssoBUflj 
of,  without  falling  in  fancy  with  one  ot  the  yij*. 
And.  having  thus  complied  with  the  femsknjj* 
pleading  not  guilty  in  general  to  such  on  in<i*j5*J 
she  immediately  resumed^  in  a  difierent  tone,  wM 
say  the  truth,  Minna,  I  think  you,  and  ^lio^r'^!S 
judged  far  too  hastily  about  this  young  frieiid  of  flf 
who  has  been  so  long  our  most  Inrimate  comptf' 
Mind,  Mordaunt  Mertoun  is  no  more  ro  me  tnaD 
to  you— who  best  know  how  little  difference  he  i 
betwixt  us ;  and  that,  chain  or  no  chain,  be  lived 
us  like  a  brother  with  two  sisters ;  and  yet  yoii 
turn  him  off  at  once,  becjiuse  a  wandering  seiH 
of  whom  we  know  nothing,  and  a  peddling J«W 
whom  we  do  know  to  be  a  thief,  a  cheat  •n^  •■] 
speak  words  and  carry  tales  in  hisdiefavour.'Io?! 
believe  he  ever  said  he  couid  have  his  choice  of  ejOJ 
of  us,  and  only  waited  to  see  which  was  joWJ 
Burgn-Westra  and  Bredness  Voe— 1  donotbehejJJ 
ever  spoke  such  a  word,  or'harboured  such  a  ihoBff 
as  that  of  making  a  choice  between  us."  ^ 

"Perhaps,"  said  Minna,  coldly,  "you  roaynj 
had  reason  to  know  that  his  choice  was  alreadlf 
lermined." 

"I  will  not  endure  this  I"  said  Brenda,  gi'W 
to  her  natural  vivacity,  and  springing  from  b*wp 
her  sister's  hands ;  then  turning  round  and  fdWJM 
while  her  glowing  cheek  was  rivalled  in  the  <r^ 
of  its  crimson,  by  as  much  of  her  neck  and  U 
the  upper  part  of  the  half-laced  bodice  porwUM 
be  visible,—"  Even  from  you,  Minna,"  she  saii 
will  not  endure  this  !  You  know  that  all  my  ■ 
hnve  spoken  the  truth,  and  that  I  love  ihe  truiMi 
I  tell  3         .       -     '  --  --'^-1 

made  c 
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short,  and  her  sisterreplied,  with  a  smile,  "Pn^ln 
Brenda  ?  Methinks,  your  love  of  truth  seems  cM^ 
with  the  sentence  you  were  bringii*  out.  .  i 
"Until  you  ceased  to  do  him  the  jus|i«)  »• 
serves,"  said  Brenda.  firmly,  "siiice  I  mu8t?peaK« 
I  have  little  doubt  that  he  will  not  loiig  throw  i^ 
his  fiiendahip  on  you,  who  hold  it  so  liguuy. 


aup.xx] 
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'Bett.w,"  Mtd  IRnna;  **yoa  mn  weean  from  my 
Mry,  eitherm  his  friendship  or  love.  Btit  bethink 
■iMtflr,  Brenda*-^t'ii9  ie  no  8<»ndai  of  Cleveland's 
•^levdftnd  is  incapable >of  slander—no  falsehood  ot 
ftvee  Scuilafoot—not  one  of  our  friends  or  acquaint- 
me  but  says  it  has  been  the  common  talk  of  the 
Mud,  that  the  dauf^ters  of  Magnus  IVoil  were,  pa- 
mAj  awaitinz  the  choice  of  the  nameless  and  birth- 
liistranger,  Mordaunt  Monoun.  Is  it  fitting  that 
m  thoold  be  said  of  us,  the  descendants  of  a  Nor- 
MJan  Jari,  and  the  daughters  of  the  first  Ddaller  in 
moAt  or  would  it  be  modest  or  maidenly  to  sub- 
M  to  it  imresented,  were  we  the  meanest  lasses  that 
Et  lifted  a  milk-peiir* 

I  *T2ia  tongues  of  Ibols  are  no  reproach,"  replied 
iMii^  warmly ;  "I  will  never  quit  my  own  thoughts 
iao  moocent  friend  for  the  gossip  of  the  island, 
iUdi  can  put  the  worst  meaning  on  the  most  inno- 
IVKietioQs.'' 

h^Hear  but  what  our  friends  say,*'  repeated  Minna } 
mu  but  the  Lady  Olowrowrum ;  hear  but  Maddie 
pi  Clara  Groatsettar.*' 

*if  I  were  to  hear  Lady  Otow^wrum,"  taid  Brsn- 
iLitMuliiv,  "  I  should  listen  to  the  worst  tongue  in 
bduid;  and  as  for  Maddie  and  Clara  Qroatssttar, 
w  ««re  both  bKthe<enough  to  get  Mordaunt  lo  sit 
iinnxt  ihem  at  dinner  the  day  before  yesterday,  as 
|R»f^t  have  observed  yourself  but  that  your  ear 
VM  Kiter  engaged.'' 

>''Toor  eye^  at  least,  have  beetfi  but  indifferently 
•med,  Brsnda,"  retorted  the  elder  sister,  "since 
mf^mn  fixed  on  a  young  man,  whom  all  the  world 
Wt  Twnelf  believes  to  have  talked  of  us  with  the 
MHt  itnlent  presumption  ;  and  even  if  he  be  in- 

■oemtlf  charged,  1l»ady  Glowrownim  savs  it  is  un- 

■aidnqrafld  bold  of  you  even  to  k>ok  in  the  direction 

vkere  be  fits,  knowing  it  must  confirm  such  r^rts." 
"IviOlook  which  way  I  please,"  said  Brenda, 
'  §  still  warmer ;  "  Lady  Glowrowrum  shall 
rule  my  thoughts,  nor  my  words,  nor  my  eyes. 

Mordaunt  Mertoun  to  be  mnocent,— I  will  look 

« kiln  as  such.— I  will  speak  of  him  as  such ;  and  if 
1  did  not  speak  to  him  also,  and  behave  to  him  as 
wni,  it  is  in  obedience  to  my  father,  and  not  for  what 
udy  GlowrowrunL  and  all  ner  nieces,  had  she  twenty 
Mead  of  two,  could  think,  wink,  nod,  or  tatlte^  about 
•l  matter  that  coneems  them  not*' 

*Aias>  Brenda,"  answersd  Minna,  with  calmness, 
^9m  vivacity  is  more  than  is  reqinrea  for  the  defence 
if  the  character  of  a  mere  fifiend  !—Beware— he 
Mo  mined  Noma's  peace  for  ever,  was  a  stranger, 
■nitted  to  her  affeetioiis  ag  '        '"    * 


&, 


against  the  will  of  ner 
replied  Brenda,  with  em- 


Bily." 

"He  was  a  stranaer,"  repliec .  

PM  "  not  only  in  birth,  but  in  mannersi  She  had 
Mbeisi  bred  up  with  him  from  her  youth,— she  had 
■at  known  the  geotleness,  the  frankness,  of  his  dis- 
imion,  by  an  intimacy  of  many  years.  He  was  in- 
inl  a  stranger,  m  character,  temper,  birth,  manners, 
M  ioorala,~some  wandering  adventurer,  i)erhaps, 
iHma  chance  or  tempest  had  thrown  upon  the  islands, 
jodwho  knew  how  to  mask  a  false  heart  with  a  frank 
|n».  My  good  sister,  take  home  your  own  warning, 
ilcn  are  other  strangers  at  Burgh-Westra  besides 
wM  poor  Mordaunt  Mertoun." 

^Xiima  seemed  for  a  moment  overwhelmed  with 

pidity  with  which  her  sister  retorted  her  sus- 

and  her  caution.     But  her  natural  loAineas 

ition  enabled  her  to  reply  with  assumed  com- 


[_Were  I  io  treat  you,  Brenda,  with  the  want  of 

»  you  show  towards  m&  1  might  reply  that 

1  it  no  more  to  me  than  Mordaunt  was ;  or 

^^jfoung  Swartaster,  or  Lawrence  Ericson,  or  any 

pmt  favourite  guest  of  my  lather's  now  is.    But  I 

\  !>Q  to  deceive  you,  or  to  diaguise  my  thoughts.— I 

NOenient  Cleveland." 

rup  not  say  so,  my  dearest  sister,"  said  Brenda, 
moning  at  once  the  air  of  acrimony  with  which 
2>  conversation  had  been  latterly  conducted,  and 
S^ing  her  arms  round  her  sister's  neck,  with 
^  end  with  a  ton^  of  the  most  earnest  afiection, 
Zjo  DOT  say  so,  I  miplore  you!  I  will  renounce 
■*u«M  llsitsmi,— I  wiki  swMT  D«vcr  10  speak  to 


him  ajpun  { but  do  not  repeat  that  you  love  this  Cleve- 

"And  why  should  I  not  repeat,"  said  Minna,  disen- 
gaging  herself  gentlv  from  her  sister's  grasp,  "  a  senti- 
ment m  which  I  gldry?  The  boldness,  the  streneth 
and  energy,  of  his  character,  to  which  command  is 
natural,  and  fear  unknown,— these  very  properties, 
which  alarm  ^u  for  my  happinees,  are  the  qualities 
which  ensure  it.  Remember,  Brendal  that  when  youi 
foot  loved  the  calm  smooth  sea-beach  of  the  summ^ 
sea,  mine  ever  delighted  in  the  summit  of  the  prea- 
pice,  when  the  waves  are  in  fury." 

"And  it  is  even  that  which  I  dicadj'  said  Brenda  s 
"it  is  even  that  adventurous  disposition  which  now 
is  urgins  you  to  the  brink  of  a  precipice  more  dan- 
gerous than  ever  was  washed  by  a  spring-tide.  This 
man,— do  not  frown,  I  will  say  no  slander  of  him,— 
but  is  he  not,  even  in  your  own  partial  judgment,  stem 
and  overbearing?  accustomed,  as  you  say,  to  com- 
mand ;  but^  for  that  very  reason,  oommaooing  where 
he  has  no  right  to  do  sa  and  leading  whom  it  would 
most  become  him  to  foIk>w1  rusning  on  danger, 
rather  for  Ha  own  sak&  than  for  any  other  object  1 
And  can  you  think  of  being  yoked  with  a  spint  so 
unsettled  and  stormy,  whose  life  has  hitherto  be^ 
led  in  scenes  of  death  and  peri},  and  who,  even  whue 
sitting  by  your  side,  cannot  disguise  his  impatience 
again  to  engage  in  them  7  A  lover,  methinka,  should 
loveJiis  mistress  better  than  his  own  life;  but  yours, 
my  dear  Minna,  loves  her  less  than  the  pleasure  oi 
inflicting  death  on  others." 

"And  it  is  even  for  that  I  love  him,'*  said  Mmna. 
"I  am  a  dangfat|r  of  the  old  dames  of  Norway,  who 
could  send  theinovers  to  battle  with  a  smile,  and  slay 
them,  with  their  own  hands^  if  they  returned  with 
dishonour.  My  lover  must  scorn  the  mockeries  by 
which  our  degraded  race  strive  for  distinction,  or  must 
practise  them  only  in  sport,  and. in  earnest  of  nobler 
dangers.  No  whale-striking,  bird-nesting  favourits 
fbr  me ;  ray  lover  must  be  a  Sea-king,  or  what  else 
modem  times  may  give  that  draws  near  to  that  lofty 
character." 

"  Alaa,  my  sbter  1"  said  Brenda,  "  it  is  now  that  I 
must  in  earnest  begin  to  believe  the  force  of  qpells 
and  of  charms.  You  remember  the  Spanish  story 
wb*ch  you  took  from  me  long  since,  because  I  said, 
in  your  admiration  of  .the  chivalry  of  the  olden  limea 
of  Scandinavia,  you  rivalled  thb  extravagance  of  the 
hero.— Ah,  Minna,  your  colour  shows  that  your  con- 
science checks  you,  and  reminds  you  of  the  book  I 
mean  {—is  it  more  wise,  think  you,  to  mistaki*  a  wind- ' 
mill  for-a  giant,  or  the  commander  of  a  paltry  coimii 
for  a  Kiempe,  or  a  Vi-king?"  . 

Minna  did  mdeed  colour  with  anger  at  thisnnsina- 
ation,  of  which,  perhaps,  she  felt  in  some  degree  the 
truth. 

"  Yon  have  a  right,"  shp  said,  "  to  insult  me,  be- 
cause you  are  possessed  ormy  secret." 

Brenda's  soft  heart  could  not  resist  this  charge  of 
unkindness ;  she  adjured  her  sister  to  pardon  her.  and 
the  natuml  gentleness  of  Minna's  feelings  could  not 
resist  her  entreaties. 

"We  are  unhappy,"  she  said,  as  ihe  dried  her  sis- 
ter's tears,  "  that  we  cannot  see  with  the  same  eyes— 
let  us  not  make  each  other  more  so  by  mutual  insult 
and  unkindness.  You  have  my  secret— it  will  not, 
perhaps,  long  be  one,  for  my  father  shall  have  the 
confidence  to  which  he  is  entitled,  so  soon  as  oertam 
circumstances  will  permit  me  to  ofier  it  Mean  time, 
I  repeat,  you  have  my  secret,  and  I  mote  than  suspect 
that  I  have  yours  in  exchangOi  though  you  refuse  to 
own  it." 

"Hew,  Minna!"  said  Brenda;  **  would  you  have 
me  acknowledge  for  any  one  such  feelings  as  you  al 
lude  to,  ere  he  Has  said  the  least  word  that  could  jn  % 
tify  such  a  confession  T* 

'*  Surely  not  t  but  a  hidden  fire  mky  be  disdnguisht . 
by  heat  as  well  as  flame." 

"  You  understand  these  signs^  Minna,"  said  Brenda, 
hanging  down  her  head,  and  in  vain  endeavouring  to 
suppress  the  temptation  to  repartee  which  her  sister's 
remark  oflered  i  **  but  I  can  only  say,  that,  if  ever  I 
love  at  all,  it  shall  not  be  until  I  have  been  aaked  to 
do  ao  once  or  twice  at  least,  which  has  not  rti 
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cfaanwd  to  roe.  But  do  not  let  oe  raoew  our  qaaireL 
•nd  rather  let  us  ihmk  why  Norna  should  have  told 
U8  that  horrible  tale,  and  to  whai  she  expects  it  should 
lead." 

*'It  must  have  been  as  a  cantien,"  ra>Ued  Minna— 
"a  caution  which  our  situation,  end,  1  will, not  denv 
it,  which  mine  in  particular^  mi^ht  seem  to  her  to  caU 
lor :— but  I  am  alike  strong  in  my  own  innocence,  and 
in  tne  honour  of  Cleveland."  ,     ,  . 

Brenda  would  fain  have  replied,  that  she  did  not 
confide  so  absolutely  in  the  latter  security  as  in  the 
first ;  bur  she  was  prudent,  and,  fbrbeariiuj;  to  awa- 
ken the  former  painful  discussiun,  onlv  replied,  "  It  is 
itranRe  that  Noma  should  have  said  nothing  more 
of  her  lover.  Surely  he  could  not  desert  her  in  the 
extremity  of  misery  to  which'  he  had  reduced  her  T 

"There  may  be  Booniea  of  distress,"  said  Minna, 
after  a  pauses  "in  which  the  mind  is  so  muchjarred, 
that  it  ceases  to  be  responsive  even  to  the  feelings 
which  have  most  engrossed  it;— her  sorrow  for  her 
lover  may  have  bepn  swallowed  up  in  honor  and 
despair." 

**0r  he  might  have  fled  from  the  islands,  in  fear  of 
our  father's  vengeance,"  replied  Brenda.  . 

'*  If  for  fear,  or  faintness  of  heart"  said  Bfrnna, 
lookinR  uowards^  "  he  was  capable  offlying  from  the 
rain  wnicn  he  had  occasioned,  I  trust  he  has  long  ere 
this  sustained  the  ponishment  which  Heaven  reserves 
lor  the  most  base  and  dastardly  of  traitors  and  of 
towards.— Come,  sister,  we  are  ere  this  expected  at 
the  breakfast  board." 

And  they  went  thkher,  arm  in  arm,  with  much  more 
of  confidence  than  had  lately  subsisted  between  them  t 
the  little  quarrel  which  had  taken  plaol  having  served 
the  purpose  of  a  bourasque,  or  sudden  squau,  which 
ais>els  misu  and  vapours,  and  leaves  lair  weather 
behind  it 

On  their  way  to  the  breakfast  apartment^  they 
agreed  that  it  was  unnecessary,  and  might  be  impru- 
dent to  communicate  to  their  father  tlie  circumstance 
of  the  nocturnal  vi8it,  or  to  let  him  observe  that  they 
now  knew  more  than  formerly  of  the  melancholy  his* 
imry  of  Noma. 


CHAPTER  XXL 

Betloat  to  ne,  ft»r  evOT  lost  thow  Joy*,' 
Whieh  icoMHi  Mottei*,  and  which  ti«e    . 
Mo  mora  Um  mklnighi  fkiry-train  I  vmw. 
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Alt  in  tho  mem  mooDltrht  tipplinf  dew. 

Bveti  the  Imi  ItnitoriDf  flction  of  tfie  brnin. 

The  ehureliymrd  ilioat »  now  «ti«etaca>n-~ni  Utmrf, 


Thx  moral  bard,  from  whom  we  borrow  the  moito 
of  this  chapter,  has  touched  a  theme  with  which  most 
readera  have  some  feelings  that  vibrate  onconsciously. 
Sopentition,  when  not  arrayed' in  her  full  horrors, 
but  laving  a  gentle  hand  only  on  her  suppliant's  head, 
had  charms  which  we  fail  fiot  to  rmet,  even  in  those 
inmiei 


•tai^  of  society  from  which  her  influenoe  is  well  nigh 
banished  by  the  light  of  reason  and  general  educaijon. 
At  least  in  more  ignorant  periods,  her  syeiem  of  ideal 
terrora  had  something  in  them  interesting  to  minds 
which  had  few  means  of  eicitement  This  is  more 
especially  true  of  those  lighter  modifications  of  super- 
■utious  feelings  and  practices  which  mingle  in  the 
amusements  of  the  ruder  ages,  and  arC|  like  the  au- 
guries of  Hallow-e'cn  in  Scotland,  considered  partly 
as  matter  of  merriment,  partly  as  sad  and  prophetic 
earnest  An4  with  simiUr  feelings,  people  even  of 
tolerable  education  have,  in  our  times^  sought  the  cell 
of  a  fortune-teller,  upon  a  frolio^  as  it  is  termed,  and 
yet  not  always  in  a  dispoeitjon  absolutely  sceptical 
towards  the  r»^)onses  they  receiva 

When  the  aisten  of  Buigh-Weatra  arrived-  in  the 
apartment  deetinol  for  a  breakfast,  as  ample  as  that 
which  we  have  described  on  the  preceding  morning, 
and  had  ondergooe  a  jocular  rebuke  from  the  Udaller 
for  their  late  attendance,  they  found  the  company, 
most  of  whom  had  already  oreakfiuted,  engaged  m 
an  ancient  Norweman  custom,  of  the  character  which 
we  have  just  described. 

It  seems  to  have  been  borrowed  from  those  poems 
<if  the  Scalds,  in  whieh  champions  and  heroines  are 
•0  often  representad  as  aeeking  to  know  their  daatinv 


TBE  POUm.  (Cto. 

from  some  sonbimo  or  propheten,  who,  _  ._ .._. 
legend  called  by  Gray  the  Descent  of  Odin,  awdtoi 
by  the  force  of  Bimic  rhyme  th«»  unwilling  reT«akr( 
the  doom  of  fitter  and  compels  from  her  anawen,  ofti 
of  dubious  import,  but  which  were  then  beiierali 
express  some  shadow  of  the  events  of  futurity. 

An  old  Sibyl,  Euphane  Fei^  the  hoosekeflper  \ 
have  already  mentioned,  was  mstalled  in  the  i«ee 
of  a  larn  window,  studkxifliy  darkened  by  beiMkii 
and  other  raiecfilianeous  drapery,  so  as  to  gife 
something!  the  appearance  of  a  Laplandei't  hot.  ■ 
accommodated,  like  a  oonfessbnal  chsir,  via  i 
aperture,  which  permitted  the  person  within  to  be 
with  ease  whatever  questions  should  be  put,  thoq 
not  to  see  the  qtierisc    Here  seated,  the  vol(n|% 
sibyL  was  to  listen  to  the  rhythmical  inquiiies  wld 
should  be  made  to  her,  and  return  an  extemponim 
answer.    The  drapery  was  eoppooed  to  prevent! 
from  seeing  by  what  individual  die  was  coonll 
and  the  intended  or  accidental  rsference  vhicbi 
answer  given  under  such  circamstancea  bors  to  i 
situation  of  the  person  by  whom  the  queBtioD  % 
asked,  often  fiirmahe^  food  fbr  ianghter,  and  mofI 
times,  as  it  happened,  for  more  serioos  rsfleetioB. 
The  sibyl  vras  osaally  choaea  from  her  poiwwH 
the  talent  of  improvisation  in  the  Norse  poetn*,  m 
unusual  acoompUshmeiit,  where  the  minds  of  wmt 
were  Mored  with  old  verses,  and  where  the  mkia 
metrical  composition  arc  uncommonly  aimple.  m 
questions  were  also  put  in  verse;  but  as  this  pomrji 
extemporaneous  compo<iik>n,  thouj^h  common,  oodi 
not  be  supposed  univenal,  the  medium  of  an  inieipn 
ter  might  be  used  by  any  querist,  which  inioipRttr 
holding  the  consul  ter  of  the  oracle  by  the  hand,  m 
standing  by  the  place  from  which  the  oradet  voi 
issued,  bad  the  task  of  rendering  into  verse  the  BobjMl 
of  inquiry. 

On  the  present  occssion,  Claud  Halcro  was  flSB- 
moned  by  the  imiversal  voice,  to  perform  the  part  oC 
interpreter ;  and,  after  shaking  hia  head,  and  nBtiff- 
ing  some  apology  for  decay  of  memory  and  pom 
powers,  contradicted  at  once  by  his  own  ceBSoM 
smile  of  confidence  and  by  the  general  Anommm 
eompeny,  the  light-hearted  old  man  came  (onan^ 
play  Jiis  part  in  the  proposed  entertainment    

But  just  as  it  was  about  to  commence,  the  vto^ 
ment  of  parts  was  singularly  altered.  Noras  « tM 
Fitful-he^i  whom  every  one  excepting  tfaetwo  «>- 
ten  believed  to  be  at  the  distance  of  many  miieii  m- 
denly,  and  without  greeting,  entered  the  apsruneiA 
walked  majestically  up  to  the  bear-skin  tabernarja  m 
signed  to  the  female  who  was  there  seated  to  ftbdKtf 
her  sanctuary.  The  old  woman  came  forth,  sniuiil 
her  head,  and  looking  likeone  overwhelmed  with  fetr 
nor,  indeed,  were  there  many  in  the  company  vM 
saw  with  absolnte  conpo«ire  the  sudden  api 
of  a  persoo,  so  well  known  and  ao  | 
as  Noras.  \   .^^ 

She  paosed  a  moment  at  the  entrance  of  the  tn 
and,  as  she  raised  the  skin  which  formed  the  « 
trance,  she  fookcd  np  to  the  North,  as  if  uapkna 
from  that  quarter  a  strain  of  inspiration  i  then  igi 
ing  to  the  surprised  guests  that  they  might  sppnMi 
in  succession  the  shrine  in  which  she  was  aboatj 
install  herself,  she  entered  the  tent,  and  was  shroa* 
from  their  sight  ,  _  ,       , 

But  this  was  a  different  sport  fnm  what  the  oM 
pany  had  meditated,  and  to  most  of  them  ■"^'"'!l 
present  so  much  more  of  eanicst  than  of  geinfj 
there  was  no  alacrity  ahown  to  consult  the  one 
The  character  and  pretennonaof  Norna  i 


almost  all  present,  too  serioos  for  the  part  whicb  • 
had  aasanwd ;  the  men  whispered  to  each  otben^* 
the  women,  according  to  Gland  Hakro,  realiaeot 
descriptHMi  of  glorious  John  Dry^en,-— 

*WWk  homr  ilwiiwiag.  la  a  hMp  therfsa.** 


The  pansa  viraa  interrupted  by  the  loud  manly. JM 
of  the  Udaller.  "Why  does  the  game  stand  stilly 
maatera?  Are  you  afrtiid  becaoss  my  kmswoaosiiM 
play  oin*  voluspa  1  1 1  is  k indly  done  m  her.  to  do  n 
what  none  in  the  iaies  can  do  so  well ;  and  we  wiili 
baulk  our  sport  for  il,  but  rather  go  on  the  meiTM 

There waf  still  ^pauMia tho oowptufi  •^ * 


Gmt-ZZI.) 
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am  Troil  added,  "  It  shall  aefer  be  said  that  ray  kins- 
voman  aai  in  her  bower  unbalaed,  as  if  she  were 
asoie  of  the  old  mouatain-giaDtasseak  and  all  from 
isBt  heart.  I  wiil  speak  first  myself!  but  the  rhyme 
froori  my  toncue  than  when  I  was  a 


The  jest 
fbdr  head 


more  of  years  yoiuicer.— Claud  Haicro,  you 
•and  by  me." 

Hand  in  hand  they  an>roached  the  afanne  of  the 
apposed  ethjri  and  after  a  moment's  consultation 
Mueri  Haicro  thus  expressed  the  query  of  his  friend 
M  patron.  Now,  the  Udaller,  like  many  persons  of 
MJeeqoence  in  Zetland,  who,  as  Sir  Robot  Sibbaki 
111  temilwd  for  them,  had  begun  thus  eaiiy  to  apply 
mh  to  coraraerce  and  navigation,  was  concerned  te 
Mne  extent  in  the  whale-niBheryof  the  season,  and 

febaId  had  been  directed  to  put  into  hia  halting 
»  aa  inwury  coBcermng  its  success. 

CUkW  nALOBOk 

** MoCterdnkwmB.  MoUm  4mU- 

IHMUer  <M  the  Fitlul-lMid, 

Thoo  eamt  tee  wh«t  deed*  m  done 

Ifikter  tbe  tie«or*wttiaf  ran. 

Look  throuf h  nlMt,  and  look  thmuffi  ftoal, 

lAHtk  to  OreeohuKl'a  cavw  and  ooMt,— 

Bf  Che  icebenu a  rail 

Ctiannff  of  the  swartliy  whala  t 

Mother  do^tfiU.  Moth«  dread. 

Tell  01,  baa  tiM  good  aUip  aped)** 

pd  to  turn  to  earnest,  as  all,  bending 

heads  aroond,  listened  to  the  voice  ef  Noma, 

«fao,  without  a  moment's  hesitation,  answered  from 
ibe  teuwoa  of  the  tent  in  which  ahe  was  enclosed  |— 

.  NORNA.  ^ 

"The  (hoaghtor  the  aged  is  ever  on  gear,-' 
Ob  hta  flahiug,  hia  Aurow,  hia  flock,  aud  hia  ateer  { 
Brt  tbiftee  mmr  hia  Adiing,  ilodc,  ftirrow,  and  lierd, 
WhBe  the  aged  for  anguiah  sliall  tear  liia  gimj  beard." 

Then  was  a  momentary  pauae,  during  which  Trip- 
tolemoB  had  time  to  whisper,  *'If  ten  witches  and  as 
nuoy  vsrlocks  were  to  ewear  it  I  will  never  believe 
(fait  a  dacenl  man  wiU  either  fash  his  beard  or  himself 
jboQi  any  thing,  so  long  as  stock  and  crop  goea  ha  it 
ahooJd  di." 

Bm  the  voice  from  within  the  tent  resumed, itsiow 
inoootonoQS  tone  of  recitation,  and  inteiruptiog  far* 
Aer  oommentaiy,  proceeded  as  follows :— 
NonfA. 
**  Tbe  ahi|»,  watt  laden  ai  bvk  need  be, 
Liiea  deep  io  the  fttrrow  of  the  Joel  and  aea  ;— 
The  breene  foi  Zetland  btowa  fair  and  loft, 
And  gaily  the  ^rland*  la  fluttering  aloft : 
Seven  good  fiahin  have  ipooied  Uioir  laat. 
And  their javrboooi  an  hanginc  to  yard  and  auat  ;t 
Two  are  for  LerwfekLiind  two  lor  Kirkwall.- 
And  throe  for  Burgh- weetra,  the  choicest  of  an.'* 

"Now  the' powers  above  look  down  and  protect 
mf  said  Br>'ce  Snailsfoot:  '*foi^  it  is  mair  than 
woBiaii*8  wit  that  has  spaed  out  that  ferly.    I  saw 

^at  North  Ronaldshaw,  that  bad  seen  the  good 
the  OUve  of  Lerwick,  that  our  worthy  patron 
hat  snch  a  great  share  in  that  she  may  be  called  his 
evB  in  a  manner,  and  they  bad  broomedt  the  shipb 
fai,  as  sure  as  there  are  stars  in  heaven,  sbe  anawerod 
Aem  for  seven  fish,  exact  aa  Noroa  has  telled  us  in 
ErAymer 

'*Umpb— seven  fish  exactly  1  and  you  heaiditat 
Motth  Konatdahaw  V*  said  Capuin  Cleveland,  *'  and 
Isappoee  told  it  as  a  good  piece  of  news  when  you 
erne  hither?" 

**it  never  crossed  my  tongue,  Captain,"  answered 
te  pedlar;  "I  have  kend*  mony  chapmen,  travelling' 

Iliachantti.  and  such  like,  neglect  theur  goods  to  carry 
!  mhes  and  davers  up  and  down,  firom  one  country- 
:  mt  to  another ;  but  that  is  no  traffic  of  mine.  1  din- 
Mbebeve  I  have  mentioned  the  Olave^s  having  made 
yhereaiy)  to  three  fotiu  sinoe  I  crossed  to  Dun- 

"Tte  garland  ia  an  artificial  eoranet,  eompoHed  of  ribanda  br 
^K  foong  wemen  who  tako  an  intereit  hi  a  whaling  veMel  or 
■roew  i  u  it elwaaa displayedfhMa  Uie  rigging,  and  punavved 
VMM*t  earn  darmg  the  voyim.    ' 

Hia  beMoit  exodea  from  the  jaw-bonea  of  the  whale,  which. 
Mia  parpen  of  doUealiog  it,  aiw  ■napemlwl  to  tte  masu  of 


t*TlMe  haMablnhed  among  whalera  a  aort  of  telegraphie 

— *   in  wliich  a  certain  number  of  motions,  made  with  a 

of  fiali  which 


"But  if  one  of  those  thtee  had  spoken  the  news 
over  again,  and  it  is  two  to  one  that  such  a  thing  hap- 
pened, the  old  lady  propheaies  upon  velvet/' 

Such  was  the  speech  of  Cleveland,  addressed  to 
Magnus  Trail,  and  heard  without  any  applause.  The 
Udaller's  respect  for  hia  country  extended  to  its  super* 
stitions,  and  so  did  the  interest  which  he  took  in  hia 
unfortunate  kinswoman.  If  he  never  rendered  a  pre- 
cise assent  to  her  hi^b  supernatural  pretensions,  ho 
was  not  at  least  desirous  of  hearing  thehk  disputed 
by  others. 

"Noma."  he  said,  "his  cousin,"  (an  emphasis  on 
the  word,)  *'hetd  no  ooramunieation  with  Bryca 
Snailsfoot,  or  his  acquaintances.  He  did  not  pre^ 
tend  to  explain  how  she  came  by  her  information ; 
but  he  had  always  remarked  that  Scotsmen,  and  in- 
deed  strangers  in  eeneral,  when  they  came  to  Zetland, 
were  readv  to  findreasons  for  thinga  which  remained 
sufficiently  obscure  to  those  whose  ancestors  had 
dwelt  there  for  agea." 

Captain  Cleveland  took  the  hint,  and  bowed,  with-  I 
out  attempting  to  defend  hia  own  scepticism. 

"And  now  forward,  my  brave  hearts/*  said  the 
Udaller;  " and  may  all  have  as  good  tidings  as  I 
have !  Three  whales  cannot  but  yidd— let  me  think 
how  many  hogsheada"— — — 

There  was  an  obvious  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the 
guests  to  be  the  next*  in  consulting  the  oracle  of  the 
tent. 

"  Oude  news  are  welcome  to  sonle  folks,  if  they 
eame  free  the  deil  himsell,"  said  Mistress  Baby  Yei- 
lowley,  addressing  the  Lady  Qlowrowrum^-Hbr  a. 
similarity  of  dispositmn  in  some  respects  had  made  a 
aort  of  intimacy  betwixt  them*-"biit  I  think,  my 
leddy,  that  this  naa  ower  mickle  of  rank  witchcrafc 
in  it  to  have  the  countenance  of  douce  Chriatian 
folks  like  you  and  me,  my  leddy." 

"  There  may  h^  something  m  what  you  say,  my 
dame^"  replied  the  good  Laay  Glowrowrum;  but 
we  Hiahlanders  are  no  just  like  other  folks ;  and  this 
woman,  if  she  be  a  witch,  being  the  Fowd's  friend 
and  near  kinswoman,  it  will  be  ill  taen  if  we  haena 
our  fortunes  spaed  like  a*  the  reat  of  them  ;  and  see 
my  nieces  may  e'en  step  forward  in  their  turn,  and 
nae  harm  dune.  They  wiil  hac  dme  to  repent,  yo 
ken,  in  the  course  of  nature,  if  there  be  ony  thing 
wrang  in  it,  Mistress  ydlowlcy." 

While  others  remained  under  similar  uncertainty 
and  opprohchBion,  Haicro^  who  saw  by  the  knitting 
of  the  old  Udaller's  brows,  and  by  n  cerraia  impatient 
shuffle  of  his  right  foot,  like  the  motion  of  a  man  who 
with  difficulty  refrains  from  stamping,  that  his  pa- 
tience began  to  wax  rather  thin,  gnllantiy  declared, 
that  he  himself  would,  in  his  own  person,  and  not  as 
a  procurator  for  others,  put  the  next  query  to  the  Py- 
thoness. He  paused  a  minute— collected  his  rhymes, 
and  thus  addressed  her : 

Clahd  HAi^aa 
"  Mother  doubtful.  Mother  dread, 
,  Pweiier  of  (he  Fitful  head, 
Thon  hftKt  conn'd  full  manr  a  rhymt. 
That  livaa  upon/Uia  aurgtt  of  time  > 
Tell  me.  ahali  my  lays  be  aung, 
Lika  Haoon'<  uf  ttie  folden  UmfOO, 
Lon^  after  Halnro'c  oead  and  gone? 
Or,  ahall  Hialtland's  rainiitrel  own 
One  note  to  rival  gloriona  John  ?" 

*nie  voice  of  the  sibyl  immediately  replied,  from  her 
sanctuary, 

NOBNA. 

*"t1ie  Inftnt  loves  tho  rattle*!  noiee : 
▲an,  double  eliildliood,  bath  ita  tore ) 
Butdtfferant  flir  the  deicant  ring*, 
A*  fitrikf  •  a  ditftrant  hood  the  atringt. 
The  Eagle  mounta  the  polar  ■kr— 
The  Imbor-goAM,  unskiird  Io  !fj, 
Mu^t  be  content  lo  glide  along, 
Where  aeal  and  aea-dog  lial  his  MMig." 

Haicro  bit  bis  lip,  shpigged  h  e  shoulders,  and  then, 
instantly  recovering  his  s;ood-bumour,  and  the  ready^ 
Uieqgh  slovonlv  power  of  cxtemperaneous  oompus: 
tion.  with  which  long  habit  had  invested  hmu  he  gal 
hmuy  rejoined, 

ClAVO  HAMBOb 

'*  Be  mnie  the  Imbcr-^oune  to  pinf , 
AndliauDtlooaeavei    '  " 
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The  nrtheft  tim  lo  ■hsil  I  ilnn— 
So  ihatl  I  teftpe  the  loveU'd  pun— 
Contnnt  my  verae'8  taneiew  jinple. 
With  Thule'n  ioundinf  lidM  lo  minfle, 
Wliila,  to  the  ear  of  wandeiinc  wight, 
Upon  the  distaot  headlaod'e  beitlit, 
Soften'd  by  munnur  of  the  eea, 
The  rude  towida  eeem  like  harmony  I*' 

As  th«  lit  tie  bard  stepped  bock,  with  an  alert  gait, 
ai)d  satisfied  air,  general  applause  followed  ibe  spi- 
rited manner  in  wnich  he  had  acquiesced  in  the  doom 
which  levelled  him  with  an  Imber-soose.  But  his 
resigned  and  courageous  submission  did  not  even  yet 
encourage  any  other  person  to  consult  the  redoubted 
Noma. 

"  The  coward  fools  t"  said  the  Udallcr.  "  Are  you 
too  afraid,  Captain  Cleveland,  to  speak  to  an  old  wo- 
man?—Ask  her  anv  thin$r--a8k  her  whether  the 
twelve-cun  sloop  at  Kirkwall  be  your  consort  or  no." 

Cleveland  looKed  at  Minna,  and  probably  conceiv- 
ing that  she  watched  with  anxiety  ais  answer  to  her 
father's  question,  he  collected  himseLl^  after  a  mo- 
ment's hesitation. 

"I  never  was  afraid  of  man  or  womsQ.— Master 
fialcro,  you  have  heard  the  question  which  our  host 
desires  me  to  ask— put  it  in  my  name,  and  in  your 
own  way— I  pretend  to  as  little  skill  in  poetry  as  I  do 
in  witchcraft." 

Halcro  did  not  wait  to  be  invited  tvKce,  but,  grasp- 
ing Captain  Cleveland's  hand  \n  his.  according  to  the 
form  which  the  game  prescribed,  he  put  the  query 
which  the  Udaller  had  dictated  to  the  stranger,  in 
the  following  words  :— 

Clacto  Halobo. 
"  Mnther  dovbtfal.  MoUmt  diead, 
Dweller  of  Uie  Pitful-hcad, 
A  gallant  baxk  (Vom  far  abroad, 
8nint  MafHUfl  hath  her  in  liiii  road. 
With  craoii  and  fireiocki  not  a  few~ 
A  silken  and  a  eearlet  ciew, 
])o«p  stored  with  preciout  mereha^diee, 
or  giild,  and  foods  of  rare  device— 
What  interest  l^ath  our  comrade  bold 
In  bork  and  eraw,  in  foods  and  gold  7" 

•There  was  a  pause  of  unusual  duration  ere  the  Ora- 
cle would  rpturn  any  answer;  and  when  she  replied, 
it  was  in  a  lower,  though  an  equally  decided  tone, 
with  that  which  she  had  hitherto  employed.— 

NOBNA. 

"  Gold  is  raddy.  teir.  and  free, 

Wood  ii  crimson,  and'dartc  to  see  :«- 

I  look'd  ottt  on  Saint  Magnos  B^, 

And  I  saw  a  fslcon  that  struck  her  prey,— 

A  gobbet  of  flesh  in  her  beak  site  bore, 

And  talons  and  singles  are  dripping  wfth  core  : 

Le*.  him  that  asks  after  them  look  on  his  hand. 

And  if  there  is  blood  on't,  he's  one  of  tlieirbaod.** 

Cleveland  smiled  scornfully,  and  held  out  his  hand, 

-"Few  men  have  been  on  the  Spanish  main  as  of- 
ten as  I  have,  without  having  had  to  do  Mrith  the 
Guarda  Costaa  oncfi  and  again ;  but  there  never  was 
aught  like  a  stain  on  my  hand  that  a  wet  towel 
would  not  wipe  away." 

TheTJdaller  added  his  voice  potential— "There  is 
never  peace  with  Spaniards  beyond  the  Line,— I  have 
hoard  Captain  Tragendeck  and  honest  old  Commo- 
dore Rumnielaer  say  so  a  hundred  times^  and  tliey 
have  both  been  down  in  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  and 
all  thereabouts. — ^I  hate  all  Spaniards,  since  they 
came  here  and  rdft  the  Fairlsle  men  of  their  vivcrs 
m  15&S.*  I  have  heard  my  grandfather  speak  of  it ; 
and  there  is  an  old  Dutch  history  somewhere  about 
the  house,  that  shows  what  work  they  made  in  the 
Low  Countries  long  since.  There  is  neither  mercy 
nor  faith  in  them." 

"  True— true,  my  old  friend,"  said  Cleveland  j  **  they 
are  as  jealous  of  their  Indian  possessions  as  an  old 
man  of  his  young  bride ;  and  if  they  can  catch  you  at 
disadvantage,  the  mines  for  your  hie  is  the  word.— 
and  so  we  ngbt  them  with  our  colours  nailed  to  the 
niast.' 

«  TIte  Admiral  of  ita  Spanish  Armada  was  wieeked  oa  the 
Fair  Isle.  half-waF^bMw;ixt  Um  Orkney  ami  Zetland  Archipe- 
lago. The  Duke  of  Medina  Sidonia  landed,  with  some  of  liia 
pewple.  and  pillased  the  islanders  of  their  winter  stores.  These 
stniogeri  are  remembered  as  having  rBOiained  on  the  iaiand  by 
'orce,  and  on  bad  Mrms  wiUi  the  inliabitnota,  till  ipriDg  le- 
««ni<td.  wlMOtbveAetedtlMirescaiP*.  . 


"That  IB  the  way,"  abooted  the  UdaUef:  "theoM 
Bnush  jack  should  never  down !  When  I  think  tf 
the  wooden  walla  I  almost  think  myself  an  Eogliib> 
man.  only  it  would  be  becoming  ft)o  like  my  Scottirii 
neighbours;— btu  come,  no  ofienee  to  any  here,  «Dtl>> 
men— all  are  friends,  and  all  are  wek»me.-€onML 
BrendiL  go  on  with  the  play— do  you  speak  next,  m 
have  Norse  rhymes  enough  we  all  know." 

/But  none  that  suit  the  game  we  play  at,  ftdMr. 
said  Brenda,  drawing  back. 

"  Nonsense  1"  said  her  father,  pushmg  her  onvnl 
while, Halcro  seized  on  her  reluctant  hand:  "nm 
lee  mistimed  modesty  mar  honest  mirth— Speak  lir 
Brenda,  Halcro— it  is  your  trade  to  intetpretonklatf 
thoughts." 

The  poet  bowed  to  the  bcandfril  joung  woman,  wA 
the  devouon  of  a  poet  and  the  ^llantry  of  a  irndBft 
and  havmg,  m  a  whisper,  rammded  her  that  she  vy 
in  no  way  responsible  for  the  nonsense  he  was  abni 
to  speak,  he  paused,  lo<iked  upward,  simpered  as  if  ki 
bad  caught  a  sudden  idea,  and  at  length  set  off  m  tM 
followmg  verses  :— 

Claud  Halcwi 
"  Mother  donbtAil.  Mother  diead- 
Dweller  of  the  Fitful-head, 
Well  thou  know'st  it  is  thy  task 
To  tell  what  beautj  will  not  ask  i*- 
Then  steep  thy  words  in  wloe  and  mdk. 
And  weave  a  doom  of  gold  abd  silk,- 
For  we  would  know,  shall  Biendt  proi« 

10  love,  and  happy  in  her  lover* 

The  prophetess  replied  almost  immediately  fin 
behind  her  curtain .—  • 

Norma. 
''  Untonch'd  by  love,  tiie  nwlden'a  bnait 

11  like  the  snow  on  Rona*s  ereat, 
Hich  seated  in  the  middle  aky, 
In  bright  and  ba/ien  purity ; 

But  by  the  suobeam  genUy  kLa'd, 
Bnroe  by  the  gazing  eye  'tia  naiss'd, 
Erft  down  the  lonely  valley  atealing, 
Fresh  grass  and  growth  its  course  revealing 
It  cheers  the  flock,  levivee  tlie  flower, 
And  decks  soine  happy  shepherd's  bower." 

"X  TOmfortable  doctrine,  and  most  justly  apoka,' 
said  the  Udaller,  seizing  the  blushing  Brenda  «i6e 
was  endeavouring  to  escape— "  Never  think  ifataie 
for  the  matter,  my  girL  To  be  the  mistresa  d  mt 
honest  man's  house,  and  the -means  of  niaintiittas 
some  old  Norse  name,  making  neighbours  happy.tka 
poor  easy,  and  relieving  strangers,  is  the  most  efidii- 
able  Ipt  a  young  woman  can  look  to,  and  I  heiniJr 
wish  It  to  alt  here.— Come,  who  speaks  nextl'-gM 
husbands  are  going— Msddie  Groatseltar-mrintty 
Clara,  come  and  have  your  share." 

The  Lady  Glowsowrum  shook  her  head,  and  "eodi 
not,"  she  said,  "  altogether  approve" 

'  Enough  said-enoojgh  said/*  repKed  Magnus;  *» 
cornpiilsion ;  but  the  pfav  shall  go  on  till  we  are  nnt 
o  "j  ?*'J^  Minna— I  have  got«you  at  eommai. 
Stand  forth,  my  girl— there  are  plenty  of  ihinga  n 
be  ashamed  of  besides  old-fashioned  and  innooff 
pleasantry.- Come,  I  will  spesk  for  you  inyietf- 
thougn  1  am  not  sure  I  can  remember  rnyroe  eoov 
for  it.^* 

Them  was  a  slight  colour  which  passed  mf9 
over  Minna  s  face,  but  she  instantly  regained  Mf 
composure,  and  stood  erect  by  her  fiitbci;  ai  m 
supenpr  to  any  little  jest  lo  which  her  situation  mi^ 
give  nse.  , 

Her  father,  aAer  some  rubbing  of  his  brow,  m 
other  mechanical  efforts  to  assist  his  memory,^* 
length  recovered  verse  sufficient  to  put  the  folloiai 

?uery,  though  in  less  gallant  *8tr«inB4han  tho»« 
lalcro : — 

MAoiins  Taoix. 
"Mother,  speak,  and  do  not  ttuty, 
Here 's  a  maiden  fain  would  i 


Shall  she  marry,-ay  or  not? 
If  she  mafry,  what 's  her  btl** 

A  deep  sigh  was  uttered  within  the  taberaids^ 
the  soothsayer,  as  if  she  compassionated  ihe  saqaH 
of  the  doom  which  she  was  obliged  to  pror""** 
She  then,  as  usual,  returned  her  response  ^- 

NORMA. 

*■  Untoueh'd  by  love,  the  nalden'a  hnast 
Is  like  the  anow  on  Roaa'a  orMt  j 
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r^* 

It  wama,  whilat  leaainir  on  th«  Ay 
Put  of  tiM  he«Y«D  to  which  *tia  nif h  i 
But  pttnion,  like  US^  wild  March  raio, 
Mar  aotl  the  wreath  with  many  a  atam. 
We  gaxe^the  lorel/  riaion'a  fone— 
A  torrent  fllla  the  bed  offlonA, 
Tlwt,  harririnc  to  deetractioa'a  ahock,    • 
Leaps  headlooff  ftom  the  lofty  loek.** 

Hie  Udaller  heard  thb  reply  with  hish  resentment. 
*B/  the  bones  of  the  Martyr,"  aaia  he,  his  bold 
visage  becoming  suddenly  ruddy,  **  this  is  an  abuse 
of  courtesy!  and,  were  it  any  hut  yourself  that  had 
daased  my  daughter's  name  and  the  word  destruction 
together,  tney  had  better  have  left  the  word  unspoken. 
But  come  forth  of  the  tent,  thor.  old  galdragon,"*  he 
added,  with  a  smile— "I  should  have  known  that 
thou  canst  not  long  joy  in  any  thing  that  smacks  of 
mirth,  God  help  thee  r  His  summons  received  no 
answer ;  and,  after  waiting  a  moment  he  again  .ad- 
dressed her— '^  Nay,  never  be  sullen  with  me,  kint- 
^poman,  though  I  did  speak  a  hasty  word— thou 
koowest  I  bear  malice  to  no  one,  lea^  of  all  to  thee— 
IS  come  forth,  and  let  us  shake  hands.— Thou  migfatst 
have  foretold  the  wreck  of  my  ship  and  boats,  or  a 
bad  herrinff-fishery,  and  I  should  have  said  never  a 
word ;  but  Minna  or  Brenda,  you  know,  are  things 
which  toach  me  nearer.  But  come  out,  shake  bands, 
lad  there  let  there  be  an  end  on't." 

Noma  returned  no  answer  whatever  to  his  repeated 
invocations,  and  the  company  began  to  look  mn 
eac^  other  with  some  surprise,  when  the  Udaller, 
nising  the  skin  which  covered  the  entrance  of  the 
lent,  ffiscovered  that  the  interior  was  empty.  The 
wonder  was  now  general,  and  not  unmixed  with  fear; 
far  it  aeenned  impossible  that  Noma  could  have,  in 
any  manner,  escaped  from  the  tabernacle  in  which 
flbe  wn  enclosed,  without  having  been  discovered  by 
the  eoinpany.  Gone,  however,  she  wa^  and  the 
lUafler,  after  a  moment's  consideration,  dropt  the 
akixi-cartain  again  over  the  entrance  of  the  tent 

^  My  firiends,^'  he  said,  with  a  cheerful  countenance, 
"we  have  long  known  my  kmswoman,  and  that  her 
Ways  are  not  nke  those  of  the  ordinary  folks  of  this 
world.  But  she  means  well  by  Hialtlandi  and  hath 
the  love  of  a  sister  for  me,  and  for  ro^  house ;  and  no 
guest  of  mine  needa  either  to  fear  evil,  or  to  take  of- 
fence, at  her  hand.  I  have  little  doubt  she  will  be 
with  us  at  dinner-time." 

"Now,  Heaven  forbid  P*  said  Mrs,  Baby  Ycllowlev 
—"for,  my  gudeLeddy  Glowrowrum,  to  tell  your  lea- 
dyship  the  tmth,  I  likena  cummers  that  can  come  and 
gae  like  a  glance  of  the  sun,  or  the  whisk  of  a  whirl- 
wind." 

**  Speak  lower,  apeak  lower,"  said  the  Lady  Glow- 
lowram,  "  and  be  thankful  that  yon  carlin  hnsna  ta'en 
the  hotise-side  away  wi'  her.  The  like  of  her  have 
played  warse  pranks,  and  so  has  she  hersell,  unleed 
•he  is  the  sairer  lied  on." 

Similar  murmurs  ran  through  the  rest  of  the  com- 
pany, until  the  Udaller  uplifted  his  stentorian  itnd 
imperative  voice  to  put  them  to  silence,  and  invited, 
or  rather  commanded,  the  attdndance  of  his  guests 
to  behold  the  boats  set  off  for  the  haaf  or  deep-sea 
JWiing. 

"The  wind  has  been  high  since  sunrise,"  he  said, 
'and  had  kept  the  boats  in  the  bay ;  but  now  it  was 
favourable,  and  they  would  sail  immediately." 

This  sudden  alteratbn  of  the  weather  occasioned 
Mmdry  node  and  winks  amongst  the  guests,  who 
woe  not  indisposed  to  connect  it  with  Noma's  sud- 
'  Ml  disappearance;  but  without  giving  vent  to  oh- 
ssvatioQs  which  could  not  but  be  msagreeable  to  their 
■QSL  they  followed  his  stately  step  to  the  shore,  as  the 
Sfniofdeer  follows  the  leading  sta&  with  all  manner 
Vraspectfal  obsenrance.t 

'  fltaUm.  JCteM-the  None  for  e  ■oraernaiL 
II  *The  aetlior  hae  in  Um  preoedinc  chapter  nppoaad  that  a 
^  ineient  oorthem  euUmi.  lued  bf  Uioee  who  were  ae 
fMMed  eoothMf inf  women,  mifht  have  ranrived,  Uioufh  in 
asnther  than  eemeat,  amoes  'the  ZeUaixtem,  their  deeeend- 
Ml  Ttie  foliowmr  orifitial  accuupt  ofeuch  a  aeeae  will  eliow 
^tneient  ImiiorUuiee  aod  eonwiuenoe  of  raeb  a  propliocie 
Cnneicr  ai  was  anumed  br  Noroa  :— 

"Tbeiv  lived  ia  the  aaeM  lemtorr  (Oieewlawd)  a  wmnan 
Mimt  Thorbiorim,  who  wiie  a  prwpheleae,  and  called  the  litUf 
««ia.  <er(iualiia4«ra»  tlis  ooljruiit  oCaiaa  lialMawlisaiinttvikL 


CHAPTER  XXIL 


Thsre  w«f  a  laaffl.hiK  devil  hi 
Ttmt  raiaed  eniotioiM  tmth  of 


»» 


rase  a. . 

Aod  where  hie  ftown  of  hatred  darkly  M^ 
Hope  witheiiof  flod-and  Mercj  aieh'd  farewell. 

Tkt  Cenair,  CMtt  t 

Trs  ling  or  white  fishery  is  the  principal  employ- 
ment of  the  natives  of  Zetland,  and  was  formerly  that 
upon  which  tlie  gentry  chiefly  depended  for  their  in- 
come, and  the  poor  for  their  subsistence.    The  fish- 


Thofbinrta  dorinc  the  winter  uMd  lo  fteqoent  the  feetiviliee  of 
die  aeaeoo,  invited  by  thon  wlio  were  deeinwi  of  leamiiif  t:    ' 
own  fortune,  and  the  fbUire  evonte  which  imprtnded.    Tor 


die  aeaeoo,  invited  by  thon  wlio  were  deeirmu  of  leamiiif  their 
own  fortune,  and  the  fbUire  evonte  which  imprtnded.  ToiqnU 
beinf  a  man  of  conaequence  in  the  country,  it  fell  to  hia  lot  to 
inqaire  how  lonr  the  deartli  waa  to  endure  witii  which  the 
oouottT  waa  then  afflicted  ;  lie  therefore  invited  the  pniphetaaa 
to  hia  houae,  bavinr  made  libeml  preparation,  aa  waa  Uie  one* 
tom,  for  reeeivina  a  gwtt  of  auch  consf><)uenoe.  The  aeet  of  the 
aoot'.iaayer  waa  placed  in  an  eminent  aituation,  and  eorered  witH 
pillowa  filled  with  Uie  eofteet  eider  down,    in  Uie  eveninf  aho 


tofetlier  wiUi  a  peraon  who  had  been  aent  to  nieet  1^ 

Mr  tier  the  way  to  Torquil'a  habitation.    She  waa  atlire4 

aa  followa :  She  had  a  alcy-blne  tunick,  havinf  the  fVoat  oma< 


nwnted  with  gema  Arom  the  top  to  the  bottom,  aod  wort  aioifn«l 
her  throat  a  nocklaoe  of  flaaa  bonda.*  Her  heed-cenr  wm  of 
blaok  lambakjn,  the  lining  beina  the  for  of  a  white  wlid-eaL 
Blie  leant  on  a  aufT,  havina  a  ball  at  the  top.*  The  ataff  waa 
ornamented  with  braaa,  aod  tiie  ball  or  globe  witli  gema  or  peb- 
Mee.  She  %vore  *  Hooland  (or  Hrnigarian)  girdle,  to  which  waa 
atlneiwd  a  large  pouch,  in  which  ane  kept  her  man ical  inaple* 
roeota.  Her  alioea  were  of  aenlakin,  dreaaed  with  the  hair  out* 
aide,  and  aecured  by  tone  and  thick  atrepe,  foatened  by  braaen 
elaapa.  She  wore  glovea  of  the  wild-cat'a  akin,  with  the  for 
inmoat    Aa  ihia  venerable  peraon  entered  tlie  hall,  all  aah ' 

her  with  due  reapect  {  bat  alio  only  returned  the  ooroplinM 

of  auch  aa  were  agreeable  lo  tier.  Torqnil  oonduoted  iier  wilk 
reverence  to  the  aent  prenared  for  lier,  and  requeated  ahe  would 
purify  the  apartmdnt  and  oomi<any  aaaembled,  by  coating  tier 
Mee  over  ttiem.  She  waa  by  no  menao  apnring  of  her  wordOi 
The  table  being  at  length  covered,  auch  viaada  were  plaeed  bo- 
fore  Thorbiorga  aa  auited  her  oliaracter  of  a  aoolliiayet.  Tliean 
were,  a  preparation  of  goat'a  milk,  and  a  mcia  conpoeed  of  the 
hearta  of  varioua  animala ;  the  proclieteaa  made  uaeof  a  braxea 
apooot  and  a  poinUoaa  kntfo,  tlie  handle  of  which  waa  eom» 
poaed  of  a  whaie'a  tooth,  aod  oreamnnted  with  two  ringa  of 
braaa.  The  table  beiof  rvmoved,  Torquil  addreaaed  Thorbiorga, 
requeating  her  opinion  of  hia  houae  and  gueata,  attlieaanie  tinM 
intimating  the  aubjecla  on  wliieh  1m  and  the  oompaay  were  do* 


_^  to  conaolt  her.             # 
Thorbioria replied,  it  wai impoeaible for herlo 
fl  a 


inquiriea  nntfl  alie  liad  alept  a  night  under  hia  roof  The  next 
morning,  therefore,  the  magical  apparatua  neceaeary  for  her  ptt^ 
poee  waa  preperpd.  and  ahe  tlien  inquired,  aa  a  ueeeaaary  part  o* 
the  ceremony,  whettier  there  waa  any  female  praaent  who  eonid 
aing  a  inagioai  aonc  called  *  Vardlokur.'  When  no  songatraaaaach 
aa  ahe  deaired  cookl  be  found,  Gudrida,  the  daushterof  Torguil, 
replied,  *  1  am  no  aor.:erpea  or  aootliaayer :  but  my  nurae,  Haldiw 
taught  me,  when  in  Iceland,  a  aong  called  Fiirtflehir.'~*Then 
tliou  knoweat  more  Utan  I  vaa  aware  of,'  aaid  Torquil.  '  Bat 
aa  I  am  a  Chrittian,'  continued  Gudrida,  'I  conaider  Uieae  riiea 
aa  matters  which  it  ia  unlawfol  to  ivomote,  and  the  aong  itaeif 
aa  unlawful.'—' Nevertheleaa,'  anawered  the  aoothaayer,  *thoa 
mayat  help  ua  in  thia  matter  without  any  harm  to  tliy  religion, 
ainoe  tlie  taak  will  remain  with  Tormiil  to  provide  every  UUng 
oeceaaary  f«ir  tlie  preeent  purpoee.*  Torquil  also  earneaUy  en- 
treated Oodrtda,  till  ahe  con^nted  to  grant  hia  request.  Tha 
fomatea  then  Burruonded  Thorbiorga,  who  took  tier  place  on  a 
aort  of  elevated  ata^ ;  Gudrifia  ttien  aunt  tho  magle  aong.  with 
a  voice  ao  aweet  and  tuneful,  aa  tu  excel  any  thing  that  had 
been  lioard  by  any  praMoL  The  aoothaayer, delighted  wiUi  the 
melody,  returned  tiianka  to  the  aing«-,  and  then  aaid,  'Much  I 
Iwve  now  learned  of  dearth  and  diaeaso  approaching  tlu»  com* 
trv,  and  many  thinga  are  now  clear  to  me  which  before  were 
bidden  aa  wqll  fWim  mo  aa  oUieraL  Our  praaent  dearth  of  aob- 
ataaoe  ahall  not  long  endure  for  the  preaent,  and  plenty  will  in 
the  apring  aucoeed  to  acarcity.  Tlie  oontagiona  diMeee  alao. 
with  which  the  country  lias  been  for  aooiir  time  alBleted.  will 
in  a  abort  time  take  their  detiorture.    To  thee,  Gudrida.  I  can. 


in  recompcnae  for  tliy  aaaistauce  on  thia  occaaion,  announoe  m 
fortune  of  higher  import  than  any  one  could  have  conjectured. 
You  ahall  be  married  lo  a  man  of  name  hi^re  in  Groenland ;  but 


honourable 
ray  of  goot      . 
bid  thee  forewell. 


tteoome  ilie  motlier  of  a 

whieli  ahall  bo  onligbtenod  by  a  himii 


rou  ahall  not  long  enjor  that  union,  for  your  fate  recalls  you  to 
Iceland,  wtiere  you  ahall  I  ' 

urable  family,  whiel) 

»f  »ood  fortune.    Bo,  _., , ,  . 

forewell.'   Tlie  pruplieleaa,  having  aftorwarda  given 
to  all  queriea  which  were  put  to  her,  eitlier  by  Toiquu 

^ ..,.. >ther  feaiival.  in 

But  all  which 


Iceland,  wtiere  you 

family,  .  

ray  of  good  fortune.    Hu,  my  daugliior,  wialiing  thee  lieall 


ipoua 
iUi,  I 


or  hia  gneaU,  deporied  to  show  her  akiil  at  another  featival^  in 
"' '  '    ilie  had  b« 
preaaged,  < 
came  truly  to  paaa. 


,    iporied    . 

which  alio  had  been  torited  for  that  vurpoao. 

either  eoneenomg  tjie  public  or  individuals. 


The  above  narretive  la  Uken  fhrni  4h«  Saga  of  Brick  Rauda, 
aa  quoted  by  the  learned  Bartholine  in  hia  curious  work.  Hn 
mentions  aimilar  inatanoea,  particular  of  one  Hoida,  celebrated 
for  her  predicjtiooa,  who  attended  fe^tivala  for  Uio  purpoae,  aa  a 
modem  Scotaman  might  soy,  rdtpneinn  fortuoea.  witha  gallaut 
fatf,  or  retinue,  of  ifiirty  male  and  fifteen  female  altendanta.-- 
Sen  De  Cawii  Oomtimptm  a  Bonis  aOkwe  gntUlim  Murtts,  /a 
III,  cap.  4. 

*  We  may  auppoae  the  tieada  to  have  been  of  thn  polant  as 
deratone,  to  which  so  many  virtuoa  %irere  ascribed. 

\  Like  tlioae  anciently  borne  by  porten  at  Uie  gmlai  of  diaiis 


M 


mSPIRATK 


fOma. 


iog  season  is  cberafon,  hke  th«  harrtfC  of  an  agricul- 
tnral  country,  the  busiest  and  nioRt  important,  as  well 
as  the  most  animating,  period  of  the  yeaiw 

The  fishermen  of  eoch  district  assemble  at  partica- 
lar  stations,  with  their  boats  and  crews,  and  erect 
upon  the  shore  small  huts,  composed  of  shin^gle  and 
etnrered  with  turf,  fbr  their  temporary  lodging  and 
akeoa,  or.drytnj^ho08es,  for  the  fish;  so  that  the 
kmely  beach  at  onoe  assumes  the  appeapanoe  of  an 
Indian  town.  The  banks  to  which  they  repair  for 
the  Haaf  fishinf^  are  often  many  miles  distant  from 
the  station  where  the  fish  is  dried ;  so  that  they  aw 
always  twenty  or  thirty  hours  absent,  frequently 
lonaeri  and  under  unfavourable  circumstances  of 
mma  and  tide,  tliey  remain  at  sea,  with  a  very  small 
•tock  of  provisions,  and  in  a  boat  of  a  construction 
which  seems  extremely  slender,  for  two  or  three  daya, 
ftnd  are  sometimes  heard  of  no  more.  The  dspartiire 
cf  the  fishers,  therefore,  on  this  occnpation.  has  m  it 
a  character  or  danger  and  of  sufierinfl^  wbicn  renders 
it  dignified,  and  the  anxiety  of  the  lemalea  who  ra- 
main  on  the  beach,  watching  the  departure  of  the  les* 
•ening  boat,  or  anzioasly  looking  oat  for  its  return, 
fiTee  pathos  to  the  scene.* 

The  scene,  therefore,  was  in  busy  and  anzions  am- 
mation,  when  the  Udaller  and  his  friends  appeared  on 
the  beach.  The  various  crews  of  about,tbirty  boats, 
amounting  each  to  from  three  to  five  or  six  men,  were 
laking  leave  of  their  wives  and  female  relatives,  and 
*Qniping  on  board  their  long  Norway  skiffs,  where 
their  lines  and  tadtle  lav  ready  stowed.  Magnus  was 
not  an  idle  spectator  or  the  scene ;  he  wentfrom  one 
place  to  another,  inquiring  into  the  state  of  their  pro- 
irisions  for  the  voyage,  and  their  preparations  for  the 
fishinff— now  and  then,  with  a  rough  Dutch  or  Norse 
oath,  abusing  them  for  blockheads,  for  going  to  sea 
with  their  boats  indifferently  found,  but  always  ending 
by  ordering  fW>m  his  own  stores  a  gallon  of  gin,,  a  lis* 
pond  of  meal,  or  some  similar  essential  addition  to 
their  sea-stores.  The  hardy  aailora,  on  receiving 
such  favours,  expressed  theig  thanks  in  the  brief  gruff 
manner  which  their  landloid  best  approved:  but  the 
women  were  more  clamorous  in  their  gratitude,  which 
Magnus  was  often  obliged  to  silence  by  cursing  all 
fLmale  tonsues  from  Eve's  downwards. 

At  length  all  were  on  board  and  ready,  the  sails 
were  hoisted,  the  signal  for  departure  given,  the  rowers 
began  to  pull,  and  all  started  from  the  shore,  m  strong 
emulation  to  get  first  to  the  fishing  ground,  and  to 
have  their  lines  set  before  the  rest ;  an  exploit  to 
which  no  little  conaeauence  was  attached  oy  the 
boat's  crew  who  should  be  happy  enough  to  perform  it 

While  they  were  yet  within  hearing  of  the  shores 
they  chanted  an  ancient  Norse  ditty,  appropriate  to 
the  occasion,  of  which  Claud  Halcro  bad  executed 
the  following  literal  translation  ^~ 

**  FaravrftH,  mernr  maideiM,  to  9ong,  and  to  Itof b. 

For  tiM  brav«  tada  of  Wettra  are  bouiHl  to  the  Haaf ; 

And  wa  omat  have  labour,  and  liuoger,  and  pain, 

Era  we  danoe  with  the  noaidi  of  DunroMaeia  again. 

■*  For  o«w  in  ov  trim  boata  of  Norowar  deal, 
We  muat  dance  oo  the  wavaa,  with  the  poipoiae  and  aeal ) 
The  braeie  it  iball  pipe,  ao  it  pipe  not  too  high, 
And  the  gall  be  oar  aoagatreia  when'erabe  flita  bf* 
**  8ing  on,  my  brate  bird,  while  we  follow,  like  thee. 
By  Iwok,  ahoal,  and  quickmnd.  the  iwarmt  of  tlie  aea  } 
And  when  twenty-Ncore  fiahea  are  atraining  our  line, 
8ing  loader,  biave  bird,  for  their  spoila  aball  be  Ihina. 


**  We*ll  atng  while  we  bait  and  well  ainc  when  we  liaal, 
Far  the  deapa  of  the  Haaf  have  anoagfa  for  ua  all  t 

•  Dr.  Bdmoaaton.  the  Ingenioua  anthor  of  a  View  of  the  An^ 
Cwnt  and  Preaent  State  of  the  Zetland  lalands.  liaa  plaeed  thia 
fart  of  the  aubjeet  in  an  ioteioating  li^ht  "  It  ia  tnily  poiaftil 
10  wilneaa  the  anxiety  and  diatreaa  which  the  wirea  of  theaa 
poor  mea  anfller  on  the  approach  of  a  atorm.  Regardleaa  of  Ik* 
tigae,  they  leave  their  Itomet,  and  fly  to  the  apot  wheie  they 


elten  tranqaillixed  by  the  aafe  arrival  of  the  obiacU  of  their 
*^      "  "  itrfoi'lohail  the  bark  that  never 


h,  yet  itaometimea  ia  theti  „.   

can  return.'  Subt^et  to  the  influence  of  a  variable  climate,  and 
engaged  on  a  aea  naturally  tempettuoua,  with  rapid  eurrenta, 
eeareeTy  a  teeaon  paieea  over  without  the  oecurrenoe  of  aone 


Sx 


aecideaaer  hahtnaadth  eaeape."-FMr,  i^.tftkt  ZeOani 

" '    L  p.  Stt.    Many  intereatteg  parttealan  raepectiof 

and agricaltnreof Zetland,  aa  well  aa Ita  antiqui- 


lealan  raepecting 

^ ^ ,  „  „jll  "" -" 

■ai  be  foand  ia  the  walk  wa  have  qaolad. 


There  la  tonk  Ibr  flia  laalle.  and  rima  iirtlw  esrie. 
And  there'a  waaMi  Ihr  bold  MagiMa,  the  aoo  aflhe  a^ 

**  Hnaa  I  my  brava  conFadee,  give  way  Ibr  the  Haaf, 
We  ahall  aooner  come  back  to  the  dance  and  the  laagh  i 
For  life  without  mirth  ia  a  lamp  without  oil ; 
nieB,  mirth  and  long  Ulb  to  the  bold  Magnaa  Treai" 

The  rude  words  of  the  song  were  soon  drowned  is 
iie  tfyfile  of  the  wavea,  but  the  tune  cootinaedlong 
to  mingle  with  the  sound  of  wind  and  sea,  and  tfn 


boats  were  hke  so  many  black  specks  on  ihie  sui&ei 
of  the  ocean,  dlminiahing  by  degrees  as  they  bore  ftr 
and  farther  seaward ;  wnile  the  ear  could  dLstiognih 
touches  of  the  human  voice^  almost  drowned  vm 
that  of  the  elementa. 
The  fishermen's  wives  looked  their  last  aficr  die 

Sorting  sails,  and  were  now  departing  slowly,  wiu 
owncast  and  anxious  looka,  towards  the  fiuii  in 
which  they  were  to  make  arrangements  forprepaiing 
and  drying  the  fish,  with  which  thf  y  hoped  to  m 
their  husbands  and  friends  return  deeply  laden.  Hoi 
and  there  an  old  sibyl  displayed  the  siq)erior  impon* 
ance  of  her  exfJerienoe.  by  predicting,  fiom  tho  o* 
pearence  of  the  atmosphere,  that  the  wind  would  M 
fair  or  foul,  while  others  recommended  a  vow  to  thi 
Kirk  of  St.  Ninian's  for  the  safety  of  their  men  tnd 
boats,  (an  ancient  Catholic  superstition,  not  pi 
wholly  abolished,)  and  others,  but  m  a  low  and  tinuV' 
ous  tone,  regretted  to  their  companions,  that  Nam 
of  Fitfid-head  had  been  suflered  to  depart  in  disooB* 
tent  that  morning  from  Burgh-Westra,  '*  and,  of  ill 
J —  z.  .1.-  ^^^^  ^^  jjjgy  ^j  ^^^^  conrnwdto 

teasure  on  the  first  day  of  the  whin 


days  in  the  ?( 

Eve  her  dispu 
iliingl" 


The  gentry,  guests  of  Magnna  Trail,  having  whikd 
awajr  as  much  time  as  could  be  so  disposied  oi,  u 
viewing  the  little  armament  set  sail,  and  in  convm* 
ing  with  the  poor  women  who  had  seen  their  fiieodi 
etnbark  in  it,  began  fiow  to  s^arate  into  variMi 
e^roups  and  partie^  which  strolled  in  diflereotdirN- 
tions,  as  fancy  led  them,  to  eoky  what  may  be  oiUed 
the  clair-obscure  of  a  2edand  summer  day, «» 
though  without  the  brilliant  sunshine  that  efatfn 
other  countries  during  the  fine  season,  has  a  mUaa 
pleasing  character  of  its  own,  that  softens  ^fam  i 
saddens  landscapes,  which,  in  their  own  lonely,  wit 
and  monotonous  tone,  have  something  in  them  MB 
as  well  as  barren. 

In  one  of  the  bneliest  reoesses  of  the  coast,  wkm 
a  deep  indenture  of  the  rocks  gave  the  tide  acoen  n 
the  cavern,  or,  as  it  is  called,  the  ffeiuer^  of  Swa^ 
taster,  Minna  Troil  was  walking  with  Captain  Clew> 
land.  They  had  probably  chosen  that  walk,  ai  bang 
little  liable  to  interruption  from  otherss  for,  tt  w 
force  of  the  tide  rendered  the  place  unfit  either  w 
fishing  or  sailing,  so  it  was  not  the  ordinary  r^onn 
walkers,  on  account  of  its  being  the  supposed  halMtS' 
tion  of  a  Mermaid,  a  race  which  Norwegian  sujpenti- 
tion  invests  with  mamcal,  aa  well  as  miscbiefooi 

Siaiities.   Here,  therefore,  Minna  wandered  with  w 
ver. 

A  small  spot  of  milk-white  sand,  that  stretched  b^ 
neath  one  of  thej>recipioe8  which  walled  in  the  cies 
on  either  sid&  aflorded  them  space  for  a  dry,  finii,iafj 
pleasant  walk  of  about  a  himdred  yards,  tenniDatei 
at  one  extremity  by  a  dark  stretch  of  the  bay,  wlucbi 
scarce  touched  by  the  wind,  seemed  almost  as  smooB 
as  glassL  and  which  was  seen  from  between  two  Mir 
rocks,  the  jaws  of  the  creek,  or  indenture,  uiata^ 
proached  each  9ther  above,  as  if  they  wished,to  bnw 


over  the  dark  tide  that  separated  them. 


TheethJ 

end  of  their  promenade  was  jclosed  by  a  lofty.  *g! 
almost  unscaleable  precipice,  the  abode  of  I^JBmI^I 


of  sea-fowl  of  different  kinds,  in  the  bottom  of  wbn 
the  huge  helyer,  or  sea-cave,  itself  yawned,  as  u9 
the  purpose  of  swallowing  up  the  advancing  nM, 
which  it  seemed  to  receive  into  an  abyss  of  ioning^ 
able  depth  and  extent  The  entrance  of  this  dm| 
cavern  consisted  iK>t  m  a  single  srch,  ssusual|im 
waa  divided  into  two.  by  a  huge  pillar  of  "•^'•l''^ 
which,  rising  out  of  the  sea,  and  extending  ^<»."'1U 
of  the  cavern,  seemed  to  lend  its  support  to  Uie  wm 
and  thus  formed  a  doifble  portal  to  the  helyOj  9i 
which  the  fishermen  and  peasants  had  bestowedOK 
riid«MmfriiftfaeD«TU'sNo9trilai  In  this  wild  foal 


itoKXxnj 


HBBPvufm 


Imdf  •mi  naJiUMtud  \mi  kf  the  43bof  of  tbe  aeft- 

inri,  CSenlawi  had  tAntAy  met  wub  Manoa  Trail 
man  thenoooe ;  f9r  with  htk it  waeefkTourite  walk, 
■i  ikm  otHeete  which  U  Meeenled  agreed  pecuUarif 
with  the  love  of  the  wild^  the  melaojcholy,  and  the 
woatefiiL  But  naw  the  c<mvenatioa  in  which  ahe 
waa  earneatly  engaged,  waa  auch  aa  entirely  to  with- 
draw her  attention,  aa  well  aa  that  of  her  companion, 
fioM  the  acenefy  aioond  them. 

**To«  cfBDot  deny  it,"  Ae  aaid  t  "you  have  aven 
way  to  MiQ^  leanectiiig  thia  young  man*  which  in- 
dMaie  piciudioe  and  violenoe^-'the.pnjludioe  unmeiit- 
d,  ae  ihr  aa  jyou  are  concerned  at  leaat,  and  the  tio- 
'  lea  «q«aUy  impcudent  and  u^jaatifiable.*' 

»I  riioald  have  thought."  replied  Cleveland,  "that 
)  I  reodecad  hmi  yeaterday  might  have  freed 


a»  from  auch  a  obaige.  I  do  not  tuh  of  my  own 
lidi,  fisr  I  have  lived  in  daager,  and  love  it|  it  le  not 
efHy  one^  however,  would  have  ventured  ao  near  the 
faiona. animal  to  aave  one  with  whom  they  had  no 

*It  ia  not  evoT  one,  indeed,  who  oould  have  aaved 
him,''  anaweied  Minna,  gravely :  "but  every  one  wl^ 
■aaaa««0»  end  ceneioaity  would  have  attempted  it 
Th»pd4r-hraiiMd  Claud  Ualcro  would  have  dpne  as 
vredE  aayou,  had  hia  atrength  been  equal  to  hie  coi|- 


SSi^jSt 

i«««an,lSrh 


' '"       woold  have  done  aa  much,  though 

t  cauae  of  reaentment  agaioat  the 

.  Jor  hia  vain  and  braggart  abuae  of  our 

^ ity.    Do  not  theremre  boaat  of  your  eiploit 

ireniKfa,  my  good  friend,  leat  you  should  make  me 

■nk  that  it  required  too  great  anefibrt  I  know  yon 

hie  Boc  Mordannt  Mertoun,  thom^  you  expoeed  your 

aeviife  to  aave  hia." 

"Will  Tou  allow  nothing,  then,"  aaid  devebnd, 

lir  the  long  miaery  I  waa  made  to  endure  from  the 

emnon  and  prevailing  report,  that  thia  beardleee 

Mrd-fannter  Mood  betwixt  me  and  what  I  on  earth 

eneced  nioet-*the  affeetiona  ofMinna  Troil  V 

He  spoke  in  a  tone  at  once  impaaaioned  and  inai- 
Buaiing,  and  hie  whole  language  and  manner  aeemed 
to  espnaa  a  grace  and  elemnceb  which  formed  the 
noat  atiikiBg  contrast  with  the  speech  and  gesture  of 
^■moliflbed  seaman,  which  haueually  anected  or  ex- 
hibiied.  But  hia  apokwy  waa  ui^aatiafactory  to  Minna. 
**  Ton  have  known/^  she  aakL  "  perhaps  too  aoon, 
and  too  w«ll,  how  little  you  had  to  fear,— if  you  in- 
deed liBared,---that  Mertoun,  or  any  other,  had  interest 
with  Bfinna  TroiL— Nay,  truce  to  thanka  and  pcoteeta- 
tiono  ;  I  would  accept  it  aa  the  beat  proof  of  gratitude, 
Aat  yon  wo«ud  be  looonciled  with  thia  youth,  or  at 
least  avoid  every  ouarrel  with  him.*' 

''TiMtwe  ahottid  be  friends  Minna,  ia  impoaaible," 
replead  Cievelaad;  **even  the  love  I  bear  you,  the 
oMBt  powerfid  emotbn  that  my  heart  ever  knew,  can- 
iMit  work  that  roiAele." 

"And  why,  I  pray  voul"  aaid  Minna;  **  there  have 
been  no  evil  offmoea  between  yoi^  but  nther  an  ex- 
•^       B  of  mutual  eervicea;  why  can  yeu  not  be 
a1— I  have  iaany  reasons  to  wish  it" 

M  ean  yon,  then,  lorget  the  slighta  which  he  has 

t  vponBrenda,  and  on  youiaeU;  aiid  on  your  lather's 

"f  canibiKiveUiemal],*'  aaid  Minna;— ** can  you 
nny  ao  much,  who  have  in  truth  received  no  of- 


develand  looked  down,  and  pauaed  for  an  inatant} 
1  raised  hia  head,  and  replied,  "  I  might  eaaily  de- 
ve  70a,  Minna,  arid  promise  you  what  my  soul  tells 
sin  SB  impossibilttyi  bat  I  am  forced  to  uae  too 
■neh  deceit  with  others,  and  with  yon  I  will  uae  none. 
I  cmnnot  be  friend  to  this  ^ouog  man ;— there  is  a 
■nnmml  dialike— an  instinctive  aversion— something 
■WBB  m.  principle  of  repulsion  in  our  motual  nature^ 
WfWeh  makea  us  odions  to  each  other.  Ask  himsetf— 
.ho  will  tell  you  he  haa  the  same  antipathy  asainst 
^^M.  The  obligation  he  eoofened  on  me  was  a  oridle 
r  vesmtments  bvt  I  was  so  galled  by  the  reetraint, 
~  could  have  gnawed  the  curb  till  my  lipa  were 

•■•*Yoei have  worn  what  yon  are  wont  to  call  yoor  iton 
"replied  Minna,**  re- 
it  is  lo- 


•^CiS^ 


Yopdomeii  ^ 

ith  me  because  I  deal  wttb  yonpli 

„  ^  ^  _  PUuBly  and  honestly,  however,  wiR 
I  atLV,  that  I  cannot  be  Mertoun's  friend,  but  it  shaU 
be  his  own  fault,  not  mine,  if  I  am  ever  hii  enemy. 
I  seek  not  to  iqjure  him ;  but  do  not  ask  me  to  love 
him.  And  of  thb  remain  satisfied,  that  it  would  bo 
vam  even  if  I  could  do  so;  for  as  sure  as  I  attempted 
any  advances  towards  his  confidence,  so  sure  would^ 
be  to  awaken  his  disgust  and  suspicion.  Leave  us  to 
the  exercise  of  our  natural  feelingSf  which,  as  ther 
will  unquestionably  keep  us  as  far  separate  as  possible^ 
are  meet  likely  toprevent  any  possible  interference 
with/each  other.— Does  this  satisfy  you  T* 

It  miut,"  said  Minna,  **  since  you  tell  me  there  ii 
no  remedy.— And  now  tell  me  why  you  looked  m 

Save  when  you  heard  of  your  consort's  arrival,— fe 
at  it  ia  her  I  nave  no  dodbt,— in  the  portof  KirkwallT* 

"I  fear,"  replied  Clevelaiid,  "the  consequences  of 
that  vessel  s  arrival  with  hercrew.ascpmprehend- 
wg  the  n^in  of  my  fondest  hopes.  I  had  made  soma 
progress  in  your  father's  favour,  and,  with  time»  mi^t 
have  made  more,  when  hither  come  Hawkins  and 
the  rest  to  blight  my  prospects  for  ever.  I  told  yon 
on  what  terms  we  parted.  I  then  commandea  m 
veasel  braver  and  better  found  than  their  own,  with  n 
crew  who,  at  my  slightest  nod,  would  have  fiioed 
fiends. srmed  with  their  own  fSery  element;  but  I  now 
stand  alone,  a  siogle  man,  destitute  of  all  means  to 
overawe  or  to  restram  them ;  and  they  will  soon  show 
so  plainly  the  unsovernable  license  of  their  habi|i 
and  diepoaitions,  tnat  ruin  to  themselves  and  to  nto 
will  in  all  probability  be  the  consequence." 

"  Do  not  fear  it,"  aaid  Minna ;  "my  father  can  never 
be  80  uiuust  as  to  hold  you  liable  for  the  offences  ol 
others." 

"  But  what  will  Magnus  Troil  say  to  my  own  d^ 
ments,  faur  Minna  T'  said  Cleveland,  smiling. 

"MvfalherisaZetlander,  or  rather  a  Norweman,'" 
aaid  Minna,  "one  of  an  oppressed  race,  who  will  not 
care  whether  you  fought  against  .the  Spaniards,  who 
are  the  tyranta  of  the  New  World,  or  against  t^ 
Dutch  and  English,  who  have  socoeeded  to  th«r 


ported 
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taMk  90  tonft  that  your  featarea"  1 
Hb  the  hnpression  of  its  rigidfty 


usurped  dominions.    His  own  anoeston  support 
and  exercised  the  freedom  of  the  seas  in  those  j 
lent  barks,  whose  pennons  were  the  dread  of 
Europe." 

I  fear,  neverthelees,'*  said  Cleveland,  ''that  the  de- 
scendant of  an  ancient  Sea-King  will  scarce  acknovr- 
ledge  a  fitting  acouaintance  in  a  modem  rover.  I 
have  not  disguised  fit)m  you  that  I  have  reason  to 
dread  the  English  laws ;  and  Magnus,  though  a  grent 
enemy  to  taxeia  imposts,  scat,  wnattlei  and  ao  forth, 
has  no  idea  of  latitude  upon  points  of  a  more  general 
character ;— he  would  willingly  reeve  a  rope  to  the 
yard-arm  for  Uie  benefit  of  an  unfortunate  buccanitei" 

**Do  not  suppose  so,,  said  Minna;  "he  himself 
sufTera  too  much  oppression  fh>m  the  tyrannical  la#s 
of  our  proud  neighbours  of  Sooilandf  1  truet  he  will 
soon  be  able  to  nae  in  resistance  against  them.  7%b 
enemy— such  I  virill  call  them— are  now  divided 
amongat  themaelves,  and  every  vessel  from  their  oout 
brings  intelligence  of  fi-esh  commotions— the  High- 
lands sgainst  the  Lowlands— the  WiUiamites  agamst 
the  Jacobites— the  Whigs  against  the  Tories,  and.  to 
sum  the  whole,  tho  Ungdom  of  England  agidnst  that 
of  Scotland.  What  is  there,  as  Claud  Halcro  well 
hintedi  lo  prevont  our  availing  ourselves  of  the  qpar- 
rels  of  these  robbers,  to  assert  the  mdependence  pf 
which  we  are  deprived  T' 

"  To  hoist  the  raven  sUndard  on  the  Castleof  Scul- 
lowlay,"  said  Cleveland,  in  imitation  of  her  tone  and 
manner,  "and  proclaim  your  father  Ean  Magnns  the 
First  f* 

"  Eari  Magnus  the  Seventh,  if  it  please  you,"  an 
awered  Minna ;  "for  six  of  his  anoeston  have  woi)i, 
or  were  entitled  to  wear;  the  coronet  before  mm.— 
Vou  laugh  at  my  ardour,— but  what  iM  there  to  pto- 
vent  aU  thisl" 

"Nothmg  wia  prevent  it,"  replied  Clevelfind,  **!!»• 
cause  it  will  never  be  attempted— Any  thmgiiij«ftl 
prevent  it,  that  is  equal  in  strength  to  the  long-boat  off 
a  British  man-of-war."  ^^ 

'  Vou  treat  us  with  acorn,  or,"  said  Minna;  **fn* 


TEtfiPntATE. 
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foOTflelf  should  know  what  a  ftw  resolved  men  may 
poiform." 

**BuC  they  moat  he  armed.  Mmna,"  replied  Cleve- 
land, *'and  willing  to  i>lace  their  lives  uj^n  each  des- 
perate adventure.—Thinknotof  such  visions.    Den- 


theae  islands,  the  love  of  independence  has  been.sop- 
preased  by  a  long  term  of  subjection  or  shows  itself 
mit  in  a  lew  mattered  growls  over  the  bowl  and  bot- 
tle. And,  were  your  men  as  willing  warriors  as  their 
ancestors,  what  could  the  unarmed  crews  of  a  few 
Jbiihing-boats  do  against  the  British  navy  7— Think  no 
more  of  it,  sweet  Mmna— it  is  a  dream,  and  I  must 
term  it  so,  though  it  makes  your  eye  so  bright,  and 
your  step  so  noble.'*       ^.     .,   ^        ,    .. 

**  It  is  mdeed  a  dream  v*  said  Minns,  looking  down, 
*  and  it  Ul  becomes  a  daughter  of  Hialtland  to  look  or 
to  move  like  a  ireewoman— Our  eye  abould  be  on  the 
ground,  and  our  atep  alow  and  reluctant,  as  that  of 
one  who  obeys  a  taakmaster." 

*'  There  are  lands,"  said  Cleveland,  "  in  which  the 
eye  may  look  bright  irpon  groves  of  the  palm  and  the 
GOooa,  and  where  the  foot  may  move  light  as  a  galley 
under  aail,  over  fields  carpeted  with  flowers,  and  sa- 
vannahs surrounded  by  aromatic  thickets  and  where 
subjection  ia  unknown,  except  that  of  the  brave  to 
the  oraveat,  and  of  all  to  the  most  beautiful'' 

Hmna  paused  a  moment  ere  she  spok&  and  then 
answered,  "No,  Cleveland.  My  own  rude  country 
haa  charms  for  me.  even  desolate  as  you  think  it,  and 
depreaaed  as  it  surely  ia,  which  no  other  land  on  earth 
can  offer  to  me.  I  endeavour  in  vain  to  represent  to 
myself  those  visions  of  trees,  and  of  grovea,  which  my 
aye  never  aaw ;  but  my  imagination  can  conceive  no 
iil^t  in  nature  more  sublime  than  these  wavea,  when 
agitated  by  a  storm,  or  more  beautiful,  than  when 
.  toey  come,  as  they  now  do,  rolling  in  calm  tranquil- 
lUy  to  the  ahorei  Not  the  fairest  scene  in  a  foreign 
.land,— not  the  brightest  sunbeam  that  ever  shone 
upon  the  richest  landscape,  would  win  my  thoughts 
for  a  moment  from  that  lofty  rock,  misty  hill,  and 
wide-rolling  ocean.  Hialtland  is  the  land  of  my  de- 
ccMiaed  anoeatora,  and  of  my  living  father;  and  in 
Hialtland  will  I  Hve  and  die." 

"Then  in  Hialtland,"  answered  Cleveland  "will  I 
too  liveand  die.  I  will  not  go  to  Kirkwall,— I  will  not 
make  my  existence  known  to  my  comradea,  from 
whom  it  were  else  hard  for  me  to  escape.  Your  father 
lovea  me^  Minna ;  who  knows  whether  long  atten- 
tion, anxious  care^  ^}g^^  not  bring  him  to  receive 
me  mto  his  family?  Who  would  regard  the  length 
of  a  voyage  that  waa  certain  to  terminate  in  hap- 
piiieaaT' 

**  Dream  not  of  such  an  iasoe,"  said  Minna ;  **  it  ia 
imposoble.  While  you  live  in  my  fatheHa  houae,-* 
while  you  receive  his  assistance,  and  ahare  hia  iabiei 
vou  wQl  find  him  the  generous  niend,  ai^d  the  hearty 
.  hoat  t  but  touch  him  on  what  concerns  bis  name  and 
frmiiy,  and  the  frank-hearted  Udallerwill  start  up  be- 
fore you  the  haughty  and  proud  descendant  of  a  Nor- 
Waman  JarL  See  you,— a  moment'a  suspickm  has 
fallen  on  Mordaunt  Mertoon,  and  he  has  baniahed 
Irom  his  favour  the  youth  whom  he  so  lately  loved  as 
a  son.  No  one  must  ally  with  hia  house  that  is  not 
of  untainted  northern  descent" 

"  And  mine  may  be  ao,  for  audit  that  is  known  to 
me  upon  the  subject,"  said  Cleveland. 

"  How  1"  aaid  Minna :  "  have jrou  any  reason  to  be- 
lieve vouraelf  of  Norse  descent  T 

"I  nave  told  you  before,"  repfied  Cleveland, "  that 
my  family  la  totally  unknown  to  me.  I  spent  my  ear- 
liest days  upon  a  solitaiy  plantatbn  in  the  little  laland 
of  Tortttga,  under  the  cnarge  of  mjr  fiither,  then  a  dif- 
ftfent  person  from  what  he  afterwank  became.  We 
were  plundered  by  the  Spaniarda,  and  reduced  to  such 
extremity  of  poverty,  that  my  fadier,  in  desperation, 
ond  in  toint  of  reveog&  took  up  arms,  and  having 
become  chief  of  a  little  band,  who  were  in  the  aame 
orcumstanoea,  became  a  buccaiuer  as  it  is  called,  and 
ennaed  against  Spain,  with  variooa  vicisaitudes  of 
Apod  and  bad  fortune,  ontil,  while  he  interfered  to 
cback  soma  vioknce  of  hia  eompamons,  be  &U  by 


their  hands— no  unoommon  fate  ftnoag  the  caplaiBi 
of  these  rovers.  But  whence  my  fiither  eame,  or 
what  was  the  place  of  his  birih,  I  know  not,  fsir 
Minna,  nor  have  I  ever  had  a  curioua  thought  en  ihi 
subject" 

"He  was  a  firiton,  at  leaat,  your  nnfintaiiate  fii* 
ther7"  said  Minna. 

"I  have  no  doubt  of  it,"  said  Cleveland  t  "hit 
name,  which  I  have  rendered  too  formidable  to  he 
openly  spoken,  is  an  English  one;  and  his  acquaioi- 
ance  with  the  English  languages  and  even  with 
English  fitereture,  together  with  the  pains  which  ha 
took,  in  better  days,  to  teach  me  both,  plainly  wpoM 
him  to  be  an  Englishman.  If  thetude  txiahiv  which 
I  display  towards  othen  is  not  the  genuine  cntiacter 
of  my  mind  and  manners,  it  is  to  my  father.  Minna, 
that  1  owe  any  ahare  of  better  thoughts  ana  prinoi- 
pies,  which  may  render  me  worthy,  in  aome  bbbH 
degree,  of  your  notice  and  approbation.  And  yei  it 
sometimes  seems  to  mcL  that  I  have  two  difitrmt 
charectere;  for  I  cannot  bring  myself  to  beheve,  that 
I,  who  now  walk  thia  lone  beach  with  the  lovely  Min- 
na Trail,  and  am  permitted  to  wpeak  to  herof  tbepas- 
sion  which  I  have  cherished,  have  ever  bean  the  oar 
ing  Idader  of  the  bold  band  whose  name  was  aa  terri 
ble  as  a  tornado." 

"  You  hsd  not  been  permitted,"  aaid  Minna/*  to  nee 
that  bold  language  towards  the  daughter  of  Magnui 
Troil,  had  you  nta  been  the  breve  and  tmdannted 


leader,  who.  with  so  small  meanai  has  made  his  n. . 
so  formidable.  My  heart  is  like  that  of  a  maiden  ot 
the  andent  daye,  and  is  to  be  won,  not  by  fair  woidt, 
but  by  gallant  deeds." 

"Alas !  that  heart,"  said  Cleveland ;  "and  what  ii  it 
that  I  may  do— what  is  it  that  man  can  do,  to  vin  ib 
it  the  interest  which  I  desire?" 

"  Rejoin  your  friendsT-pureue  your  fortunea~leavB 
the  rest  to  destiny,"  said  Minna.  "Should  yoo  re- 
turn, the  leader  of  a  gallant  fleet,  who  can  tell  what 
may  befall  7" 

"And  what  shall  assure  me,  that  when  I  retani-if 
return  I  ever  shall— I  may  not  find  Minna  Trail  i 
bride  or  a  spouse?— No^  Minna,  I  will  not  treat  to  dci- 

whichmystomg^ 


je,"  said  Mmna.  "1  vrill  bind  myself » 
you,  if  you  dare  accept  such  an  engagement,  bviK 
promise  of  Odin,*  the  most  sacred  of  our  norwrnj 
rites  which  are  yet  practised  among  ua,  that  I  will 
never  favour  another,  until  you  resign  thepretensioRi 
which  I  have  given  to  you.— Will  that  satisfy  yonf- 
for  more  I  cannot— more  I  will  not  give."  , 

"Then  with  that,"  said  Cleveland;  after  a  monent'i 
pause,  "I  must  perforce  be  satisfied ;— but  reroembA'. 
it  is  yourself  that  throw  me  back  upon  a  mode  of  ue 
which  the  laws  of  Britain  denounce  aa  criminal,  apd 
which  ,the  violent  passions  o(  the  daring  men,  by 
whom  it  is  pursued,  nave  rendered  infamoua." 

"But  L'^said  Minna,  "am  superior  to  soch  pit- 
judices.  In  warring  with  England,  I  see  theii  lawam 
no  other  light  than  aa  if  yon  were  engaged  with  an 
enemy,  who,  in  fiilness  of  pride  and  power,  hasd^ 
clared  be  vrill  give  his  antagonist  no  quarter.  A 
brave  man  will  not  fight  the  worae  for  thia  p^nd,  lor 
the  manpen  of  your  comrades,  ao  that  tney  do  not 
infect  your  own,  why  should  their  e^-il  report  attadi 
to  your* 

Clevdand  gased  at  her  aa  she  spoke,  with  a  degree 

'  Atthowh  the  Fatlrar  of  SeuBdliMTim  njrtholofr  hw  b«M 
aa  ft  DaitjrloDff  ftinotten  ia  Um  ftrobipaliifo,  wbid)  wu  oncaa 
very  ■nail  put  ofliit  lealn,  ret  even  ai  tlib  day,  hii  ubm  caa* 
doaat  to  be  occufonally  attttited  aa  aeevrify  for  a  proaiita.  ^ 

It  t«  eurioua  to  obaerre,  that  the  ritea  with  which  weh  all» 
tfttiona  art  atin  made  io  Oikm;.  oorraapond  to  thiMt  ef  tbi 
anoiMit  Northraeo.  It  appaan  fhmi  aaveral  auliioritiei,  U»t 
ia  the  None  ritnal,  wheo  an  oath  waa  lanpoeed.  lie  br  •bom  ii 
waa  pledted,  paaaed  hit  hand,  while  proDoaocint  it,  tbroafh  a 
maaiiYe  rinf  of  ulrer  kept  for  that  pvppoee.'  hi  like  maBBCr. 
two  paraoDB.  leoerallj  lorera,  deainMM  to  lake  the  Pf«"^  f! 
Odin,  which  the/  eonaidered  ai  pecnlnrlr  bfaidtaff..J0iii^ 
'  throuah  a  cireular  hole  in  a  aaerifleial  atone,  wbieli  iw> 
rcadiaa  Stonehenge.  called  the  Circle  of  SMafa.  w 


in  tlie  Orcadian  Stonehenge.  called  the  Circle  of  SMafa. « 
whfdi  we  ahall  apeak  nor*  narealtar.    The  eeiamoaf  m  "^ 
eunfined  totlie  trolh-pllfhtinff  of  tlie  lower  dwaaa,  bot  atw 
earlieff  period  may  be  aappowd  to  have  '  ' 
like  Minna  ia  Um  hijriier  ranka. 

tSpcthaByibigfiaSafB. 
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of  wondoing  tdiliimciOB,  in  wfaioh  at  tbe  vuna  time, 
there  luiked  a  amile  at  her  aimpUoity. 

**I  oould  not,"  he  said.  **have  faieUeTed.  that  such 
hiffh  courage  eoold  have  been  found  united  vith  auch 
isnormDee  of  the  world,  aa  the  world  ia  now  wielded. 
For  my  mannera,  they  ^ho  beat  know  me  will  readily 
allow,  that  I  have  done  my  beat,  at  the  liak  of  my 
popularity,  and  of  my  lifeitaelf,  to  mitigate  the  fero- 
city of  my  matea;  but  how  can  you  teach  humanity 
to  men  bttming  with  vengeance  against  the  world  by 
whom  they  areprqecribed,  or  teach  them  temperance 
and  moderation  in  enjoying  the  pleaaurea  which 
ohaiice  throwa  in  their  way,  to  vary  a  life  which 
wodd  be  otfaerwiee  one  constant  scene  of  peril  and 
hardship  7— But  thia  promise,  Hinna,  this  promiae^ 
which  »  all  I  am  to  receive  in  auerdon  for  my  faith- 
Ad  attachment— let  me  at  leastlose  no  time  in  claim- 
inar  that" 
^It  muBt  not  be  rendered  here,  but  in  Sarkwall.^ 

zagemenL,  the 
Circle  of  Sten- 


We  muat  invoke^  to  witnesa  the  eni 

Spirit  which  presides  over  the  ancient  < 

msL    But  perhaps  vou  fear  to  name  the  ancient  Father 
of  the  Slain  toa  the  Severe,  the  Terriblel" 
Cleveland  amiled, 


*Do  me  the  justice  to  think,  lovely  Minna,  that  I 
am  little  aubject  to  fear  real  causes  or  terror :  and  for 
thooe  which  are  viaionary,  I  have  no  aympatny  what- 
ever." 

**You  believe  not  in  them,  thenT*  aaid  Minna, 
"  and  are  ao  far  better  auiied  to  be  Brenda'a  lover  than 
mine." 

"I  will  believe,"  replied  Cleveland,  '*in  whatever 
fon  believe.  The  whole  inhabitanta  of  that  Valhalla, 
about  which  you  converse  so  much  with  that  fiddling, 
ikyming  fool,  Claud  Halcro— all  these  shall  become 
Knng  and  ezjating  things  to  my  credulitv.    But,  Min- 

■A    Wm  w»f^t   maIt    vma  *Ak  ta»r  nntr  f\F  ^Ikonn   '* 


replied  the 
ausBucii  i  tui,  uub  uciuiv  j.  iiui  ui  v/uiu,  when  they 
approached  in  the  fulness  of  their  terrors,  did  the  he- 
nea  of  my  daundess  race  yield  one  foot  in  retreat. 
Nor  do  I  own  them  aa  Deities— a  l^etter  faith  prevents 
ao  foul  an  error.  But,  in  our  own  conception,  they 
are  powerful  apirita  for  good  or  evil.  And  when  you 
boaat  not  to  fear  them,  bethink  you  that  you  defy  an 
enemy  of  a  kind  you  have  never  yet  encountered." 

"Not  in  these  northern  latitudes,"  said  the  lover, 
with  a  anule,  "  whj^  hitherto  I  have  seen  but  angels ; 
but  J  have  need  in  my  time,  the  demons  of  the  Equi- 
noctial Line,  which  we  rovers  suppose  to  beaa  power- 
luL  and  aa  malignant,  as  those  or  the  North." 

**Have  yoiL  then,  witnesaed  those  wonders  that 
are  bevond  the  visible  world  1"  said  Minna,  with 
aome  degree  of  awe. 

Cieaveland  composed  his  countenance,  and  replied, 
—"A  abort  while  before  my  father's  death,  I  came, 
though  then  very  young,  into  the  command  of  a 
aloop.  manned  with  thirty  as  desperate  fellows  aa  ever 
handled  a  musket  We  cruized  for  a  long  wliile  with 
bsd  success,  taking  nothing  but  wretchedsmall  croft, 
which  were  destined  to  catch  turtle,  or  otherwise 
loader!  with  coarse  and  worthless  trumpery.  I  had 
much  ado  to  prevent  my  comrades  from  avenging 
opoo  the  crews  of  those  baubling  shallops  the  disap- 
pointment which  they  had  occasioned  to  us.  At 
length,  we  grew  desperate,  and  made  a  descent  on  a 
village,  where  we  were  Lold  we  should  intercept  the 
mules  of  a  certain  Spanish  governor,  laden  with 
treasure.  We  succeeded  in  carrying  the  place;  but 
while  I  endeavoured  to  aave  the  inhabitants  from  the 
fury  of  my  followers,  the  muleteers  with  their  precious 
cargo,  escaped  into  the  neighbouring  woods.  This 
filled  Dp  the  measure  of  my  unpopularity.  My  people, 
who  had  been  long  discontented,  became  openly  mu- 
Mnoua. .  I  was  deposed  from  m^  command  m  solemn 
council,  and  condemned,  as  having  too  little  luck  and 
too  much  humanity  for  the  profession  I  had  underta- 
aan,  to  be  marooned,*  as  the  phrase  goes,  on  one  of 
those  Utile  sandy,  buahy  islets,  which  sre  called,  in  the 
Weat  IndicsL  keys,  and  which  are  frequented  only 
by  turtle  ana  by  sea-fowl.    Many  o    them  are  sup- 

*  To  wrnrmn  a  Manwii,  lifnifled  to  Abandon  him  on  a  deao- 
Btt  eoMt  or  islaad-a  piaeaof  oroaitr  uftau  piaetMed  bj  Piiatn 


posed  to  be  haunted— aome  by  the  demona 
ahipped  by  the  old  inhabitants— some  by  Caciquea 
and  others,  whom  the  Spaniards  had  put  to  death  bf 
torture,  to  compel  them  to  disco? er  their  hidden  trea* 
surea,  and  others  by  the  various  spectres  in  which 
sailora  of  all  nationa  have  implicit  faith.*  My  place 
of  baniahment.  called  Coffin-kev,  about  two  feaguea 
and  a  half  to:  the  south-east  of  Bermudaa,  was  so  in- 
famous aa  the  reaort  of  these  supernatural  iuhabH- 
anta,  that  I  believe  the  wealth  of  Mexico  would  not 
have  persuaded  the  braveat  of  the  acoundrels  who  pot 
me  ashore  theie,  to  havi  spent  an  hour  on  the  ialet 
alone^  even  in  broad  davlight  j  and  when  they  rowed 
ofii  they  pulled  for  the  sloop  like  men  that  dared  not 
caat  their  eyea  behind  theuL  And  there  they  left  m^ 
to  aubaist  aa  I  might,  on  a  speck  of  unproductive 
sand,  aurrounded  by  the  boundless  Atlantic,  and 
haunted,  aa  they  aupboaed,  by  malignant  demonau" 

"And  what  waa  the  consequence T'  said  Ifinni^ 
eagerly. 

^I  aupported  fifo,*'  said  the  adventnxer,  *'  at  theccT- 
pense  of  such  sea-fowl,  aptly  called  boobiea,  as  wera 
silly  enough  to  let  me  approach  ao  near  aa  to  knock 
them  down  with  a  atick ;  and  by^  meana  of  turtle* 
eggs,  when  these  complaiaant  biroa  became  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  miachievoua  diaposition  of  the  hiH 
rnan  species,  and  more  ahy  of  course  of  my  advances. - 

"And  the  demona  of  whom  you  spoke T*—contt> 
nued  Minna. 

"I  had  my  secret  apprehenaiona  upon  their  ao- 
oount,"  aaid  Cleveland:  "In  open  daylight,  or  m 
absolute  darkneas,  I  did  not  greatly  apprehend  theif 
approach ;  but  in  the  misty  dawn  of  the  mominA  or 
when  evening  was  about  to  fall,  I  aaw,  for  the  nrat 
week  of  my  abode  on  the  key,  many  a  dim  and  und^ 
fined  spectre,  now  resemblmg  a  Spaniard,  with  hi0 
capa  wrapped  around  him,  and  hia  huge  aombrero,  aa 
large  aa  an  umbrella,  upon  his  head.— now  a  Dotdh 
sailor,  with  hia  rough  cap  and  trunk-hoae,— and  now 
an  Indian  Cacique,  with  his  feathery  crown  and  long 
lance  of  cane." 

"  Did  you  not  approach  and  address  themi"  aaid 
Minna. 

"I  alwaya  approached  them,"  replied  the  aeaman; 
"but— I  grieve  to  diaappoint  your  expectations  my 
fair  niendii— whenever  I  drew  near  them^  the  phan* 
tom  changed  into  a  bush,  or  a  piece  of  dnftwood,  or 
a  wreath  of  mist,  or  some  such  cauae  of  deceptioDi  4 
until  at  last  I  waa  taught  by  experience  to  cl^eat  my- 
self no  longer  with  such  visions,  and  continued  a  aou- 
tary  inhabitant  of  Coffin-key,  aa  little  alarmed  by 
viaionary  terrora,  as  I  ever  waa  in  the  great  cabm  of 
a  stout  vessel,  with  a  acore  of  compamona  aiound 
me." 

"Yon  have  cheated  roe  bito  listening  to  a  tale  of 
nothing,"  said  Minna;  "but  how  long  did  you  pen* 
tinue  on  the  island  T' 

"  Four  weeka  of  wnlched  eziatenoe,"  said  Cleve- 
land, **  when  I  was  relieved  by  the  crew  of  a  vessel 
which  came  thither  a-turtling.  Yet  my  miserable 
seclusion  was  not  entirely  useless  to  me;  for  on  that 
spot  of  barren  aand  I  found,  or  rather  forjsed,  the  iron 
mask,  which  has  since  been  my  chief  security  againat 
treason,  or  mutiny  of  my  followers.  It  waa  there  I 
formed  the  resolution  to  seem  no  softer  hearted,  nor 
better  instructed— no  more  humane,  and  no  mora 
scrupulous,  than  those  with  whom  fortune  had 
leagued  me.  I  thought  over  my  former  atory,  and 
saw  that  seeming  more  brave,  skilful,  and  enter- 
prising than  others,  had  gained  me  command  and 
respect,  and^that  seeming  more  gently  nurtured,  and 
more  civilized  than  they,  had  made  them  envy  and 
hate  me  as  a  being  of  another  species.  I  bargained 
with  myself,  then,  that  since  I  could  not  lay  aakle 
my  superiority  of  intellect  and  educauon,  I  would  do 
my  best  to  disguise,  and  to  sink  in  the  rude  seaman, 
all  appearance  of  better  feeling  and  better  accompliah- 
inenta.    I  foresaw  then  what  has  aince  happened. 

Ad  aider  brolhar,  now  t. 
navy,  and  had  been  a  niid«hi|» 

WmI  fndJM.  UHed  to  aicoa<«li 

of  thoM  haunted  Wats.  On  ona  of  them,  oallad,  I  balieva. 
C6ffin-k0f,  the  Mamen  po«tivelr  roAued  to  pai*  iha  oiicht  and 
came  otT every  aveninf  while  they  were  enmed  in  completii^ 
tiia  walarioc  of  the  tmmI.  retonunf  the  IbOowlac  a — '- 


r  ao  more,  wlio  wa«  adaeated  in  tlks 
lehipmao  m  Rodney'^  iqnadron  in  the 
«<«h  the  anthor*s  boyhood  with  tate* 
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aoqniie  iacn  a  habitnl  eommand  orer  1117 

kfiowen,  that  I  might  use  U  for  the  eoaoranee  of 
fiaoikliiie,  and  for  retiering  the  dwtfOMB  of  the 
wrttcbea  who  foO  under  oar  power.  1  saw;  in  riiort. 
that  to  attain  aathoriMr,  I  must  aasome  the  extenal 
aerablanoe,  at  leaat  01  those  over  whom  it  was  to  be 
dicrdsed.  The  tidings  of  my  father's  fate,  while  it 
excited  me  to  wrath  and  to  lerenge,  oonfirmed  the 
lesohition  I  had  adopted.  He  also  had  bOea  a  tio- 
ffan  to  his  superiority  of  mind,  nionl&  and  mannerB» 
•bore  those  whom  he  commanded.  Tliey  were  wont 
10  can  him  the  Gentleman;  and,  miqaestionably^  they 
thought  he  waited  some  fiiToorable  opportmntr  to 
teconcile  himself  perhaps  at  their  expense^  to  those 
eusting  forms  of  society  his  habits  seemed  best  to 
suit  wilb,  aiid,  eren  iherebt^  they  modered  him. 

rature  and  jostioe  aHke  called  on  me  for  rerenffe. 
was  soon  at  the  head  of  a  new  body  of  the  adven- 
tnien^  who  are  so  numenNis  in  those  islands.  I 
tfooght  not  after  those  by  whom  I  had  been  myself 
aiorooned,  but  aAer  the  wretches  who  had  betrayed 
my  father  j  and  on  them  I  took  a  revenge  so  severe^ 
that  it  was  oi  itsdf  suAdent  to  stamp  me  with  the 
character  of  that  inexorable  forodty  which  I  was 
desirous  to  be  thought  to  possess,  and  which,  per- 
haps was  gradually  CTBepins;  on  my  natural  disposi- 
tion  in  actual  earnest  Mr  manner,  speech,  and 
conduct,  seemed  so  totally  changed,  that  those  who 
wrmeriy  knew  roe  were  disposed  to  ascribe  the  alter- 
gtion  (o  my  intercourse  with  the  demons  who  haunt- 
Ad  the  sands  of  Coflm-kev ;  nay.  there  were  some 
auperstilious  enough  to  beiiere,  that  I  had  actually 
formed  a  league  with  them." 

**I  tremble  to  hear  the  restf*  said  ICnna;  "did 
you  not  become  the  monster  of  courage  and  cruelty 
whose  character  you  assumed  f 

"If  I  have  escaped  beinc  so,  it  is  to  you,  Minna," 
ttBplied  Cleveland,  "  that  me  wonder  roust  be  as- 
etibed.  It  is  true,  I  have  always  endeavoured  to  dis- 
tinguish myself  rather  by  acts  of  adventmx)us  valour, 
than  by  schemes  of  revenge  or  of  plunder,  and  that 
at  lenjrth  I  could  save  lives  by  a  rude  jest,  and  some- 
tunes,  by  the  excess  of  the  measures  which  I  myself 
proposed,  could  induce  those  under  roe  to  intercede 
m  favour  of  prisonen:  so  that  the  seeming  severity 
of  tny  character  has  better  served  the  cause  of  hu- 
manity, than  had  I  appeared  directly  devoted  to  it" 

He, ceased  and.  as  Minna  replied  not  a  word,  both 
nmaincd  silent  for  a  little  space,  when  Cleveland 
ig»ih  resumed  the  discourse:— 
/^  You  are  silent,"  he  said,  "  Miss  Troil,  and  I  have 
tnmred  myself  in  your  opinion  by  the  frankness  with 
which  I  have  laid  my  character  beforeyou.  I  may  truly 
say  that  my  natural  disposition  has  been  controlled, 
Out  not  altered,  by  the  tmtowanl  circumstances  in 
which  I  am  placed." 

^I  am  uncertain,"  said  Minna,  after  a  moment's 
eonsideration, "  whether  you  had  been  thus  candid,  had 
rou  not  known  I  should  soon  see  your  comrades,  and 
oiacover,  from  their  conversatbn  and  their  manners, 
what  you  would  otherwise  gladly  have  concealed." 

**youdo  me  injustice,  Minna,  cruel  injustice.  From 
the  mstant  that  you  knew  roe  to  be  a  sailor  of  for- 
tune, an  adventurer,  a  buccanier,  or,  if  you  will  have 
the  broad  word,  a  pihatb,  what  had  you  to  expect 
less  than  what  I  have  told  you  7" 

"You  speak  too  truly,**^  said  Minna— "all  this  I 
nught  have  antidpated,  and  I  know  not  how  1  should 
nave  expected  it  otherwise.  But  it  seemed  to  me 
the  I  a  war  on  the  cruel  and  superstitiov*  Spaniards 
had  m  it  something  ennobling— something  that  re- 
fined the  fierce  employment  to  which  you  nove  jusi 
now  given  its  true  and  dreaded  name.  I  thought 
that  the  independent  warriors  of  the  Western  Ocean, 

aised  up.  as  it  were,  to  punish  the  wrongs  of  so  many 
murdered  and  plundered  tribes,  must  have  had  some- 
thing of  gallant  elevation,  like  that  of  the  Sons  of 
the  North,  whose  long  galleys  avenged  on  so  many 
eoasts  the  oppressions  of  degenerate  Rome.  This  I 
thought,  and  this  I  dreamed— I  grieve  that  I  am 
awakened  and  undeceived.  Yet  I  hlame  you  not  for 
the  emng  of  my  own  fancy.—Farevrell;  vro  must 
aoirpart?' 


-Ssy  tUsa^"  and  CIsvclsDd,  "&«  y«  do  Ml 
hold  me  in  honor  far  having  told  jsq  the  tnith." 

"I  most  hsve  time  for  idfeciion,"  said  Mina^ 

fane  to  wdgk  what  yo«  have  ssM,  ere  1  can  fidlf 
mdentaiid  ny  own  feefiags.  Tfans  nmeh.  hswsm 
I  eaa  say  evm  BOW,  that  hs  who  porsiMS  the  wickel 
pupose  of  pfamder^  by  means  of  hkMxi  and  cndlf^ 
ns  of  naturil  remmi 
rproffigacf,isnol,i]i 
csnnot  be  the  bver  whom  Mmaa  Tidl  expected  is 
find  in  devetand;  and  if  she  still  love  him,  itmnl 
be  as  a  pemleni,  and  not  as  a  hers." 

80  saying;  she  extricated  herself  from  h»  gra^,  tfv 
he  still  eodoivotired  to  retain  her,)  making  an  ioqio> 
ative  sign  to  him  to  forbear  from  following  hs.- 
**  She  is  gone."  and  Clevdand,  looking  ate  her; 
**  wild  and  fondftd  as  she  is,  I  eipeeted  not  tba- 
She  startled  not  at  the  name  of  my  perilous  eomtf 
lifo^  yet  seems  totally  unprepared  for  the  evil  vrtn 
most  necessarily  attnid  it ;  and  so  all  the  ment  I  Ml 
eained  by  my  resemblance  to  a  Norse  Champion^  ff 
King  of  the  Sea,  is  lobe  lost  at  once,  because  a  M 
of  pirates  do  not  ]Hove  to  be  a  choir  of  saints  1 
would  thatRackam,  Hawkins^and  the  rest,  had  bea 
at  the  bottom  of  the  race  of  Porthnd— I  woold  tin 
Pentland  Frith  had  swept  them  to  hell  rather  thtt 
to  Orkney  1  I  will  not,  however,  quit  the  chaft  of 
this  angel  for  all  that  these  fiends  can  do.  I  wilM 
must  to  Orkney  before  the  tJdaller  makes  his  voyagK 
thither— our  meeting  raiidit  alarm  even  his  blimt  an- 
derstanding,  althouc^,  thank  Heaven,  in  this  wid 
country,  men  know  the  nature  of  our  trade  only  by 
hearsay,  through  our  honest  friends  the  Dutch,  wM 
take  care  never  to  q>eak  very  ill  of  those  they  mika 
money  by.— Well,  rf  fortune  wonld  but  stand  my 
friend  with  this  beantifol  enthusiast,  I  wouM  pofsoa 
her  virheel  no  farther  at  sea,  but  set  myself  down 
amongst  these  rocks,  as  happv  as  if  they  were  w 
many  groves  of  bananas  and  paimettoes." 

With  these,  and  such  thoughts,  half  roIKng  in  n 
bosom,  half  expressed  in  mdistinet  hints  and  nnr* 
murs,  the  pirate  Cleveland  returned  to  the  manwm 
of  Burs^-Westra. 

CHAPTER  XXIIl. 

Than  wu  •haktof  of  hands,  aad  aorrow  oriiaa««. 
For  tiM  tnom  waa  approachiof  whoa  merfy  folks  naoat  part*, 
80  wa  call'd  for  our  hones,  and  ask*d  for  our  way, 
Whila  tba  jolly  old  landlocd  said,"  Notking'a  to  pay  ** 

Xi«^M,sP«Ba 

Wb  do  not  dwell  upon  the  festivities  of  the  dq, 
which  had^othing  rn  them  to  interest  the  reau! 
particularly.  The  table  groaned  under  the  usiifll 
plenty,  which  was  disposed  of  by  the  guests  with  tha 
usual  appetite—the  bowl  of  punch  was  filled  ioa 
emptied  with  the  same  celerity  as  usual—the  men 
quaffed,  and  the  women  laughed^Claud  Halcro 
rhymed,  punned,  and  praised  John  Drydeo— the' 
Uaallcr  Dumperea  and  sung  choruses— and  the  even- 
ing concluded,  as  usual  in  the  Rigglng-loA,  as  it  wat 
Magnus  Troil's  pleasure  to  term  the  dancing  apart' 
ment. 

It  was  then  and  there  that  Cleveland,  approacbmg 
Magnus,  where  he  sat  betwixt  his  two  dauditera^ 
intimated  his  jntention  of  going  to  Kirkwnll  in  a 
small  brig,  which  Bryce  SnaiisfooL  who  had  disposed 
of  his  goods  with  unprecedented  celerity,  had  freighted 
thither,  to  procure  a  supplv. 

Magnus  heard  the  sudden  proposal  of  his  guest 
with  surprise  not  unmingled  with  displeasure,  and 
demanded  sharply  of  Cleveland,  how  loni;  it  was 
since  he  had^  learned  to  prefer  Bryce  Snailsfooils 
comoany  to  his  own  ?  Cleveland  answered,  with  bw 
usual  bluntness  of  manner,  that  time  and  tide  tarried 
for  no  one,  and  that  he  had  nis  own  particular  reasons 
for  making  his  trip  to  Kirkwall  sooner  than  the 
Udaller  proposed  to  set  sail— that  he  hoped  to  meet 
with  him  and  his  daughters  at  the  great  fair  which 
was  now  closely  approaching'  ana  might  perhaps 
find  it  Possible  to  retjirn  to  Zetland  along  with  them. 
I  While  he  spoke  this,  Bienda  kept  her  eye  as  mocn 
upon  her  sister  as  it  was  possible  to  do*  withoa: 
i  exciting  generali  observation.    She  rematkud,  that 


Quanxxma 


ins  nun. 


Jiiaaffl  tMl«  clieak  heeuM  jet  nler  whiie<?Ieve- 
lana  spoLe,  and  that  she  aeemeo,  by  compreflWBg 
btf  lq>9»  and  abghtly  knitting  ber  browa,  to  be  in 
the  act  of  repreaaing.  the  efiecta  of  •trooK  iBtcrior 
emotion.  Butaheapoicenot;  and  when  Cleveland, 
having  bidden  adieu  to  the  TTdaller,  approached  to 
nlute  ner,  as  was  then  the  custom,  she  received  faia 
brewell  without  trusting  herself  to  attempt  a  replv. 

Brmda  had  her  own  trial  approaching :  for  Mor- 
juint  Mertoun,  once  so  much  loved  by  ner  fiither, 
was  now  in  the  act  of  making  hia  cold  parting  from 
han,  without  receiving  a  single  look  or  friendly  re- 
gud.  There  wa^  indeed,  sarcasm  in  the  tone  with 
which  Magnus  wished  the  youth  a  good  joumev,  and 
iec4mmenaed  to  him,  if  he  met  a  bonny  lass  by  the 
way,  not  to  dream  that  she  waa  m  love,  becauae  she 
cha&oed  to  jest  with  him.  Mertoun  coloured  at 
what  he  felt  as  an  insult,  though  it  was  but  half 
iatelUgvble  to  him ;  but  he  rsmembered  Brenda,  and 
•tppressed  evenr  %eljng  of  reaentment  He  proceeded 
to  take  his  leave  of  the  aisters.  Minna,  wdosq  heart 
waa  oonfliderably  aoftened  towards  him,  received  his 
farewell  with  some  degree  of  interest:  but  Brenda's 
grief  was  ao  visible  in  the  kindneas  of  ber  manner, 
and  the  moisture  which  gathered  in  her  eye,  that  it 
was  noticed  even  by  the  udaller,  who  exclaimed  half 
aagriljr,  "*  Why,  av,  lass,  that  may  be  right  enough, 
for  he  was  an  old  acquaintance ;  but  mind  1  I  have 
so  will  that  he  remain  on&" 

Hertonn,  who  waa  alowly  leaving  the  apartment, 
half  overheard  thia  disparaa^ng  observation,  and  half 
laped  round  to  resent  it.  But  his  purpose  tailed  him 
.when  he  saw  that  Brenda  had  been  obliged  to  have 
noomrae  to  her  handkerchief  to  hide  her  emotion,  and 
^aeose  that  it  was  excited  by  his  departure,  ob- 
nnted  every  thoitght  of  her  nther'a  iinkindnesa. 
Be  mired— the  other  guests  Mowed  hiaexi^mplej 
lod  many  of  them,  like  Cleveland  and  hunaelL 
lock  their  leave  over-night,  with  the  intention  of 
i  nouDencing  their  homeward  journey  on  the  suo- 
OMoing  morning. 

That  night,  the  mutual  sorrow  of  Minna  and  Bren- 
da, if  it  could  not  wholly  remove  the  reserve  which 
•ad  estranged  the  aistere  from  each  other,  at  leaat 
melted  all  its  frozen  and  unkindly  symptomsi  They 
wept  in  each  other's  arms  i  and  though  neither  spoke, 
vet  c»ch  became  dearer  to  the  other  i  becauae  they 
felt  thai  the  grief  which  called  forth  these  drops,  had 
a  aouroe  comracm  to  them  both. 

It  is  probable,  that  thou^  Brenda's  tears  were 
most  abundant,  the  grief  of  Minna  was  most  deeply 
seated :  for,  long  after  the  younger  had  sobbed  her- 
self asleep,  like  a  child,  upon  ner  sister's  bosom, 
Miotta  lay  awake,  watching  the  dubious  twilight, 
while  tear  afrer  tear  slowly  gathered  in  her  eye,  and 
Kwnd  a  current  down  her  cheek,  as  soon  as  it  Became 
UM>  heavy  to  be  supported  by  her  long  black  silken 
eyelashes^  As  she  lay,  bewildered  among  the  aorrow- 
fal  thougfau  which  supplied  these  tears,  she  was 
■anniBedrto  distingaish,  beneath  the  wmdow,  the 
eowdof  music.  At  first  she  supposed  it  was  some 
ftask  of  Claud  Halcro.  whose  fantaatio  humour 
•Moetiraea  mdalged  itaelf  in  Such  serenades.  But  it 
waa  not  the  gtu  of  the  old  minstrel,  but  the  guitar, 
that  she  heard}  an  instrument  which  none  m  the 
waad  knew  how  to  touch  except  Cleveland  who 
had  learned,  in  hia  intereourae  with  the  Sonth- 
Afflarican  Spaniards^  to  play  on  it  with  superior  exe- 
ation.  Periiaps  it  waa  in  those  dimatoa  also  that 
he  had  leamed  ihe  song,  which,  though  he  now  sung 
«  HDder  the  window  of  a  maiden  of  Thule,  had  cer- 
tunly  never  been  eomnosed  for  the  native  of  a  cli- 
■tt'^  ro  northerly  and  ao  severe,  since  it  spoke  of 
)tv>  uons  of  the  earth  and  akiea  which  are  there 
*ULi  vn. 

"UvvwalcMuidwMpa 

«#    J^^'>  ^«'y  ■*«'I2!1_ 
0  for  Mono*!  aoflmt  nambqn. 

To  prompt  a  Uwrne, 

ForBeauty'adraam, 

Soft  aa  the  pillow  of  twr  ilmnbora  I 

"  Thnmch  froves  of  polm 
.Siffh  caiw  of  balm, 


Thfl  dialut  bed« 


1» 
/ 


lefsaliat 


"OwakeandllTe, 

ft9  dream  can  %ivB 
A  Bhadow'd  btiaa,  the  real  ouoUiof  ( 

Wo  loMer  aleep. 

From  latdee  peep, 
Aad  liat  Ow  tale  Uiat  Lovt  b  taUioft** 


The  voice  of  Clevelaml  was  deep,  rich,  and  manlj 
and  accorded  well  with  the  Spanish  air,  to  which  tha 
worda,  probably  a  tranalation  from  the  same  languaga 
had  beien  adapted.  Hia  invocation  would  not  probably 
have  been  frnitlesa,  eould  Minna  have  ariaen  without 
awaking  her  aiater.  Bot  that  was  impoesible;  for 
Brenda,  who,  as  we  have  already  mentioned,  had  wept 
bitterly  before  she  had  aunk  into  repose,  now  lay  with 
her  face  on  her  sister's  neek.  and  one  aim  stretched 
around  her,  in  the  attitude  ot  a  child  which  has  criad 
itself  asleep  m  the  arma  of  ita  nurae.  It  was  impot- 
sihle  for  Minna  to  extrioaie  herself  from  her  grasp 


who,  she  had  no  doubt,  had  resorted  to  this  cdntn- 
vance  to  procure  an  interview.  The  reatraint  waa 
suffidendy  provoking,  for  it  was  more  than  piobabia 
that  her  lover  came  to  take  hia  last  farewell  t  but  that 
Brenda,  inimioal  aa  she  seemed  to  be  of  late  towards 
Clsvehuid,  should  awake  and  #itneBa  it,  waa  % 
thought  not  to  be  endured. 

liiere  waa  a  abort  paus&  in  which  Minna  en- 
dsavonred  more  than  once,  with  as  much  gentleness 
aa  posaible,  to  unclasp  Brenda's  arm  from  tier  neek  i 
but  whenever  ahe  attempted  it,  the  slumberer  mul«> 
tared  some  little  j>ettish  aound,  like  a  child  distmbed 
in  its  sleepk  which  sufficiently  showed  that  persa* 
verance  in  the  attempt  would  awaken  her  fully. 

To  her  great  vexation,  therefore,  Minna  was  com- 
pelled to  remain  still  and  ailent ;  when  her  lover,  aa 
if  determined  upon  gaininjg  her  ear  by  music  of  an- 
other stndn,  sung  the  following  fragment  of  a  se»-   , 
ditty  .— 

**  Fuvwoll  I  niiewell  ( the  voiee  you  liaar, 

Haa  left  ita  laat  aoft  tone  with  you,— 
Ita  next  muat  join  the  aeaward  oheer. 

And  about  amooff  the  ahoutini  crew. 
"The  aeeenta  which  I  aoaroe  eoald  form 

Beneath  your  frown*a  eontrollioff  check, 
Muat  rive  the  word,  above  the  atom. 

To  out  iba  maat,  and  elear  the  wreck. 
"Tlw  timid  eye  I  daied  not  t^im,— 

The  hand  that  ahook  when  praaa'd  to  thinst 
Maat  point  the  guna  upon  the  cbaae,— 

Muat  bid  Uie  deadly  eotlaaa  ahiflT 
**  To  all  I  love,  or  hope,  or  fear,— 

Honour,  or  own,  a  lonf  adieu  i 
To  all  that  life  baa  aoft  and  dear, 
fanwell  i  aave  memory  of  yoa  I*** 

He  was  again  silent ;  and  again  she,  to  wh9m  the 
serenade  was  addreseedi  strove  m  vain  to  arise  with- 
out rousing  her  sister.  It  was  impossible ;  and  she  had 
nothing  before  her  but  the  unhappy  thought  that 
Cleveland  waa  taking  leave  in  his  desolation,  without 
a  single  glance,  or  a  single  word.  He,  too,  whose 
temper  was  so  fienr,  yet  who  subjected  his  violent 
mood  with  such  sedulous  attention  to  herwill— coukl 
she  but  have  stolen  a  moment  to  say  adieu— to  caution 
him  against  new  quarrels  with  Mertoun—to  implore 
him  to  detach  himself  from  such  comrades  as  he  had 
described— could  she  but  have  done  this,  who  could 
say  what  eftect  auch  pardng  admonitions  might  have 
bad  upon  hia  character—nay,  upon  the  future  evenia 
of  hishfel 

Tantalized  by  such  thoughta^  Minna  was  about  to 
make  another  and  decisive  effort,  when  she  heard 
voicea  beneath  the  window,  and  thought  ahe  coukl 
distinguish  that  they  were  those  of  Cleveland  and 
Mertoun,  speaking  in  a  aharp  tone,  which,  at  the 
same  time,  seemed  caudously  suppressed,  as  if  the 
speakere  feared  being  overheard.  Alarm  now  min- 
gled with  her  former  desire  to  rise  from  bed,  and  sha 
accomplished  at  once  the  purpose  which  she  had  ao 
often  attempted  in  vain.    Brenda's  arm  was  unlooead 

I*  I  cannot  auppieaa  the  pride  of  aariof.  tliat  theae  linea  taava 
been  beautiiUlf  aet  to  arwioal  maaifi,  by  Mn,  ikckwn^a,  ef 
OwbTahim 


THE  vnum. 


from  her  mster't  neck,  iMoiit  the  eleeper  receiving 
more  alarm  thaii  provoKed  two  or  three  aninteHigible 
murmars ;  while,  with  enaal  speed  and  silence,  Min- 
na put  on  some  part  of  ner  dress,  with  the  intention 
to  steal  to  the  window.  But,  ere  she  could  accomplish 
this,  the  sound  of  the  voices  without  was  exchanged 
for  that  of  blows  and  struggling,  which  terminated 
raddenly  by  a  deep  groan. 

Terrinod  at  this  last  signal  of  mischief,  Minna 
■prung  tothe  window,  and  endeavoured  to  open  it,  for 
the  persona  were  so  close  unaer  the  walla  of  the  houee 
that  she  could  not  see  them,  save  by  putting  her  head 
out  of  the  casement.  The  iron  hasp  was  stiff  and 
mated,  and,  as  generally  happens,  the  haste  with 
which  she  laboured  to  undo  it  only  rendered  the  task 
more  difficult.  When  it  was  accomplished,  and  Min- 
na had  eagerly  thrust  her  body  half  out  at  the  case- 
ment, those  who  had  created  the  sounds  which 
ahirmed  her  were  become  invisible,  excepting  that 
she  saw  a  shadow  cross  the  moonlight,  the  substance 
of  which  must  have  been  in  the  act  of  turning  a 
comer,  which  concealed  it  from  her  sight  The 
shadow  moved  slowly,  and  seemed  that  of  a  man  who 
supported  another  upon  his  shoulders;  an  indication 
which  put  the  climax  to  Minna' s  agony  of  mind.  The 
window  was  not  above  eight  feet  from  the  ground, 
and  ahe  hesitated  not  to  throw  heraelf  from  it  nastily, 
and  to  pursue  the  object  which  had  exciied  her  terror. 

But  when  she  came  to  the  comer  of  the  buildings 
from  which  the  ahadow  seemed  to  have  been  pro- 
jected, she  discovered  nothing  which  could  point  ont 
the  way  that  the  figure  had  gone ;  and,  afler  a  mo- 
ment's consideration,  became  sensible  that  all  at- 
tempts at  pursuit  would  be  alike  wild  and  fruitles& 
Besides  all  the  projections  and  recesses  of  the  many- 
angled  mansion,  and  its  nuroeroas  offites— besides 
the  various  cellars,  store-houses,  stables,  and  so  forth, 
which  defied  her  solitary  search,  there  was  a  range  of 
low  rocks,  stretching  down  to  the  haven,  and  wnich 
were,  in  fact,  a  continuation  of  the  ridge  which  formed 
Its  pier.  These  rocks  had  many  indentures,  hollowsi 
and  caverns,  into  any  one  of  which  the  figure  to  which 
the  shadow  belonged  might  have  retired  with  his 
fatal  burden;  for  fatal,  she&aned,  it  was  most  likely 
to  prove. 

A  moment's  reflection,  as  we  have  said,  convinced 
MiAna  of  the  foliy  of  further  pursuit.  Her  next  thought 
was  to  alarm  the  family ;  but  what  tale  had  she  to  tell, 
and  of  whom  was  that  tale  to  be  told  7— On  the  other 
hand,  the  wounded  man— if  indeed  he  were  wounded— 
alas,  if  indeed  he  were  not  mortally  wounded !— might 
not  be  past  the  reach  of  assistance ;  and,  with  this 
idea,  she  was  about  to  raise  her  voice,  when  she  was 
interrupted  by  that  of  Claud  Halcro,  who  was  return- 


ing apparently  from  the  haven,  and 
manner,  a  scrap  of  an  old  Norse  ditty,  wj 
run  thus  in  English  :— 


in  his 
might 


And  fou  ihaH  deal  the  nmend  dirt«  i 
Ajr,  dcsJ  it,  raother  mine, 


To        ., 

The  white  bread  and  the  wine. 

"  And  you  thai!  deal  my  hotioe  of  pride ; 

At,  deal  them,  mother  mine  ; 
And  you  ihall  deal.mr  tande  eo  wide, 


»ry  body,  and  to  heavy  i 
whit 


And  deal  my  oaatlee  nine. 
"  But  deal  not  venfaanee  for  the  deed, 

And  deal  not  (br  the  erime ; 
The  body  to  iu  place,  and  the  aoul  to  Heaven'a  ffrace, 

And  the  reat  in  Ood'a  own  time." 

The  singular  adaptation  of  these  rhymes  to,  the 
situation  in  which  she  found  herself  seemed  to  Minna 
like  a  wamint,  from  Heaven. ,  We  are  speaking  of,  a 
land  of  omens  and  superstitions,  and  perhaps  will 
scarce  be  understood  by  those  whose  Umited  imagina- 
tion cannot  conceive  how  strongly  these  operate  upon 
the  human  mind  during  a  certain  progress  of  society. 
A  line  of  Virgil,  turned  up  casually,  was  received  in  the 
seventeenth  century^  and  in  the  court  of  England,* 
as  an  intimation  or  future  events:  and  no  wonder 
that  a  maiden  of , the  distant  and  wild  isles  of  Zetland 
should  have  considered  as  an  injunctbn  from  Heaven, 
-erses  which  happened  to  convey  a  sense  analogous 
o  her  present  situation. 

*  The  enlebrated  Sortee  Virgiliana  wsrereaorted  to  by  Cliailei 
•  asd  liaa  oottrtian,  aa  a  node  of  pqriiif  into  fVitarity. 


"IwiUbeailsiit, 
lips- 


rduF-xzio 

she  nniClerBd,— *'  I  will  seal  on 


*  The  body  to  Ita  plaee,  and  ttie  aoal  to  Heavea'a  giaca, 
And  Uie  mat  in  Ood'aown  tiae' " 

""Who  speaks  there f*  said  Claud  Halcro^  in  ioom 
alarm :  for  he  had  not,  in  hia  travela  in  foreiig;n  part^ 
been  able  by  any  means  to  rid  himself  of  his  oaiivt 
superstidons.    In  the  condition  to  which  fear  aod 
horror  had  reduced  her,  Minna  was  at  first  unable  to 
reply;  and  Halcro,  fixing  his  eyes  upon  the  femaJs 
white  figure,  which  he  saw  Indistinctly,  (for  she  ttood 
in  the  shadow  of  the  house,  and  the  morning  was 
thick  and  misty,)  began  to  conjure  her  in  an  anr   ' 
rhyme  which  occurred  to  him  as  suited  for  tbeo. 
sion.  and  which  had  in  its  gibberish  a  wild  and  i 
earthly  sound,  which  may  be  lost  in  the 
translation  :— 
"  8aiDt  Matmia  eoacrol  thee,  thai  martyr  of  tieaaoD ; 
84int  Ronan  rebake  tliee,  with  rhyme  and  with  reasuai 
By  the  roaaa  of  Saint  Martin,  the  mif  ht  of  Saint  Mary, 
Be  Uion  fooe,  or  thy  weird  ahall  be  worae  if  thou  tarry  I 
If  of  food,  to  heoee  and  hallow  ihee,~ 
If  of  ill,  let  the  earth  awallow  thee.-- 
ir  thou  'K  of  air.  let  the  crar  miat  fold  thee,*- 
ff  of  earth,  let  the  awart  mine  hold  ihee,- 
If  a  Piiie,  eaek  thy  riat,— 
If  a  Nixie,  aeak  thy  apnng ; 
If  CO  middle  earth  thoa  'at  beea 
SlaTO  of  aonow,  ahanoe,  aod  ain. 
Haat  eat  the  bread  of  toil  and  atrift. 
And  dree'd  the  lot  whieh  men  eallltfa, 
Baflooe  to  thy  atone  t  for  thy  eoflln  ia  aeant  of  thee. 
The  worm,  thy  plarfeHow,  waila  for  the  weatof  thee ;~ 
Henoe.  bouaeloaa  alioati  let  the  earth  hide  thee. 
Till  Michael  ahalT  blow  the  blaat,  aee  that  Usere  thoa  M 

thee  I- 
Phantom,  fly  Masoe  I  take  the  Crom  Utr  a  token. 
Hence  paaa  till  Hallowanaa  t-my  apell  ia  fepoken.'* 

**  It  is  I,  Halcro,"  muttered  Minna,  in  a  tone  sotfao 
and  low,  that  it  might  have  passed  hr  the  faint  ten 
of  the  conjured  phantom. 

"  You  I—you  1"  said  Halcro,  his  tone  of  alini 
changing  to  one  of  extreme  sarprise ;  "  by  this  moon- 
light, which  is  waning,  and  so  it  is!— Who  could  baw 
thought  to  find  you,  tny  most  lovely  Night,  wandenoa 
abroad  in  your  own  element  I- Butjyou  saw  them  I 
rockon,  as  well  as  H— boM  enough  in  you  to  tim 
them,  though." 

"Saw  whom?— follow  whom?"  said  Minna,  iam 
to  gain  some  information  on  the  subject  of  herletn 
and  anxiety. 

"  The  corpse-lights  which  danced  at  the  haws, 
replied  Halcro ;  *Mhey  bode  no  good,  I  promise  yoa- 
you  wot  well  what  the  old  rhyme  says— 
*  Wliera  eoipee'Iifht 
Daneeebriffh^ 
Be  it  day  or  aif  ht, 
Beitbyiifhtordark, 
Tliere  ahaJI  corpae  lie  atiiTand  ataife. 

I  went  half  as  far  as  the  haven  to  look  after  tha& 
but  ihey  had  vaniahed.  I  think  I  saw  a  boat  pot  oft 
however,— some  one  bound  for  the  HaaC  I  suppose.- 
I  would  we  had  gpod  news  of  this  fishing— thsit 
was  Noma  left  us  in  anger,— and  then  these  coips^ 
lights !— Well,  God  help  the  while!  I  am  an  old  anil, 
and  can  but  wish  that  all  were  weU  over.— Bat  how 
now,  my  pretty  Minna?  teare  in  your  cyesi— Asa 
now  that  1  see  vou  in  the  fair  moonfight,  bareibolA 
too.  by  Saint  Magnus  I— Were  there  no  stockingiv 
Zetland  wool  soft  enough  for  these  pretty  feettf^ 
anklcBi  that  glance  so  white  in  the  moonbesar- 
What,  silent  I— angry,  perhaps,"  he  added,  in  a  mejj 
serious  tone,  *'at  my  nonsense?  For  shame^  wV 
maiden !— Remember  I  am  old  enough  to  be  fotf 
father,  and  have  always  loved  you  ss  my  child. 

*'  I  am  not  angry,"  said  Minna,  constraining  bcf 
self  to  speak—  but  heard  you  nothiM?-<aw  yos 
nothing?— They  must  have  passed  you." 

"They  ?"  said  Claud  Halcro ;  "  what  mean  yon  by 
they?— IS  it  the  coipse-lights?— No,  they  did  notpasi 
by  me,  but  I  think,  they  have  passed  by  you,  aod 
blighted  you  with  their  influence,  for  you  are  as  pan 
as  a  spectre.— Come,  come,  Minna."  he  added,  OPJ- 
mg  a  side-door  of  the  dwelling,  "  these  moonngn' 
walks  are  fitter  for  old  poets  than  for  young  maidensj-- 
And  BO  lightly  clad  as  you  are !  Maiden,  you  ahonld 
take  care  how  jou  give  yourself  to  the  bceexes  of  • 
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Zetland  night,  for  they  bring;  more  sleet  than  odours 
tpm  their  wmgs.— But  raaiden,  go  in;  for,  as  glo- 
noQB  John  aijrs— or,  as  ne  docs  not  say— for  I  cannot 
feraember  how  his  verse  chimes— but,  as  I  say  myself; 
in  a  pretty  poem,  written  when  my  muse  was  in  her 
teens,— 

Mflueflil  maiden  ne'er  tbould  riee, 

Till  the  first  beam  tince  the  ekies  ; 

Bilk-frinffed  eyelids  atill  ihoold  clow, 
I  Till  the  ran  hu  kiieM  the  roee ; 

!  Maiden's  foot  wo  ahould  not  view, 

Merk'd  with  tiny  print  on  dew, 

TiU  the  openioff  floweiete  ipreed 
I  Carpet  meet  for  l)eautf  ^«  «re«d- 

Sfttj  what  comes  next  *?— let  me  see." 

When  the  spirit  of  recitation  sened  on  Claud  Hal- 
oot  he  foTf^t  time  and  place,  and  might  have  kept 
fais  companion  in  the  cold  air  for  half  an  hoar  giving 
Inxtical  reasons  wbv  she  ought  to  have  been  in  bed. 
Bat  she  interruj^ted  him  by  the  question,  earnestly 
pionoanced,  yet  m  a  voice  which  was  scarcely  arti- 
colate,  holding  Halcro,  at  the  same  time,  with  a  trem- 
bling and  convulsive  grasp,  as  if  to  support  herself 
^om  filing, — "  Saw  you  no  one  in  the  ooat  which 
pat  to  sea  but  now  T' 

"Nonsense,"  replied  Halcro;  "how  could  I  see 
myone^  when  light  and  distance  only  enabled  me  to 
know  that  it  was  a  boat,  and  not  a  grampus  T 

**  Bat  there  must  have  been  some  one  in  the  boatT' 
repeated  Minna,  scarce  conscious  of  what  she  said. 

^Oertainlj%"  answered  the  poet;  "boats  seldom 
irotk  to  winclward  of  their  own  accord.— Bui  comcL 
the ii all  folly;  and  so,  as  the  Queen  savs,  in  an  old 
play,  which  was  revived  for  the  stage  By  rare  Will 
IVAimnt,  'To  bed-to  bed-to  bed  ^  " 


liouily  beside  her  still  sleeping  sister,  with  a  mind 
liarasaed  with  the  most  agonizing  apprehensiona 
Tbat  die  had  heard  Cleveland,  she  was  positive— 
(he  tenor  of  the  songs  left  her  no  doubt  on  that  sub- 
j«L  If  not  equally  certain  that  she  had  heard  young 
Jlertoan*8  voice  m  hot  quarrel  with  her  lover,, the 
imiirenion  to  that  effect  was  strong  on  her  mind. 
The  groan,  with  which  the  straggle  seemed  to  ter- 
minate—the fearful  indication  from  which  it  seemed 
that  the  conqueror  had  borne  off  the  lifeless  body  of 
his  victim— all  tended  to  prove  that  some  fatal  event 
had  concluded  the  contest.  And  which  of  the  un- 
happy men  had  fallen  ?— which  had  met  a  bloody 
death  1— which  had  achieved  a  fatal  and  a  bloody 
victory?— These  were  questions  to  which  the  still 
tmail  voice  of  interior  conviction  answered,  that  her 
lover  Cleveland,  from  character,  temper,  and  habits, 
was  roost  like!/  to  have  been  the  survivor  of  the  fray. 
She  received  m>m  the  reflection  an  involuntary  con- 
«>lation  which  she  almost  detested  herself  for  admit- 
ting, when  she  recollected  that  it  was  at  once  dark- 
ened with  her  lover's  guilt,  and  imbittcred  with  the 
destruction  of  Brenda's  happiness  for  ever. 
.  "Innocent,  unhappy  sister!"  such  were  her  reflec- 
tMms;  "  thou  that  art  ten  times  better  than  I,  because 
flo  unpretending— so  unassuming  in  thine  excellence ! 
How  IS  it  posable  that  I  should  cease  to  feel  a  pane, 
which  is  only  transferred  from  mv  bowm  to  thine  t" 

As  these  cruel  thoughts  crossed  h«T  mind,  she  could 
not  ie£rain  from  straining  hex  sifter  so  close  to  her 
bosom,  that,  after  a  heavy  sign.  Srenda  awoke. 

''Sistex,"  she  said,  "  is  it  you '.'—I  dreamed  I  lay  on 
one  of  those  monuments  which  Claud  Halcro  de- 
fcnbed  to  us,  where  the  effigy  of  the  inhabitant 
DCBcbth  lies  carved  in  stone  upon  the  sepulchre.  I 
<Sitaroed  each  t  marble  form  lay  by  my  side,  and 
u«t  it  suddenly  acquired  enough  of  Fife  and  anima- 
^  to  fald  me  to  its  cold,  moist  bosom— and  it  is 
!Mn,  Minna,  that  is  indeed  so  chilly.— You  are  ill. 

a  dearest  Minna !  for  Ood's  sake,  let  me  rise  and 
Eujrfiane  Fea.— What  ails  you  1  has  Noma  been 
■w  again  T* 

„*Call  no  one  hither,"  said  Minna,  detaining  her ; 

nothing  ails  me  for  which  any  one  has  a  remedy— 

ything  but  apprehensions  of  evi.  worse  than  even 

Noma  eonU  prophesy.    But  God  is  above  til,  my 
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dear  Brenda ;  and  let  us  pMf  to  him  to  turn,  as  Ji« 
only  can^  our  evil  into  good.*^ 

They  did  jointly  repeat  their  usual  prayer  far  strength 
and  protection  from  on  hi^h,  and  again  composea 
themselves  to  sleep,  sufienng  no  word  save  "(3od 
bless  you,"  to  pass  betwixt  them,  when  their  devo- 
tions were  finished;  thus  scrupulously  dedicating  to 
Heaven  their  last  waking  words,  if  human  frailty 
prevented  them  from  commanding  their  last  waking 
thoughts.  Brenda  slept  first,  and  Minna,  strongly 
resisting  the  dark  and  evil  presentiments  which  again 
began  to  crowd  themselves  upon  her  imagination, 
was  at  last  so  fortunate  as  to  slumber  also. 

The  storm  which  Halcro  had  expected  began  about 
dajfbreak,- a  squall,  heavy  with  wind  and  rain,  such 
as  is  often  £elt.  even  during  the  finest  part  of  the  sea- 
son, in  these  latitudes.  At  the  whistle  of  the  wind, 
and  the  clatter  of  the  rain  on  the  shingle  roofing  of 
the  fishers'  huts,  many  a  poor  woman  was  awakened, 
and  called  on  her  children  to  hold  up  their  litde  hands, 
and  join  in  prayer  for  the  safety  ol  the  dear  husband  ' 
and  father,  who  was  even  then  at  the  mercy  of  th« 
disturbed  elements.  Around  the  house  of  Burgh- 
Westra,  chimneys  howled,  and  windows  dashed. 
The  props  and  rafters  of  the  higher  parts  of  the  bviild- 
ing.  most  of  them  formed  out  of  wreck-wood,  groaned 
and  quivered,  as  fearing  to  be  again  dispersed  by  the 
tempest.  But  the  daughters  of  Magnus  Troil  con- 
tinued to  sleep  as  sofdy  and  sweetly  as  if  the  hand  of 
Chantrey  had  formed  them  out  of  statuary  marble. 
The  squall  had  passed  away,  and  the  sunbeams.  di»* 
persing  the  cloads  which  drifted  to  leeward,  shona 
full  through  the  lattice,  when  Mjnna  first  startsd 
from  the  profound  sleep  into  which  fatigu^  and  men- 
tal exhaustion  had  lulled  her,  and  raising  herself  on 
her  arm.  began  to  recall  events,  which,  after  this  in^ 
terval  of  profound  repose,  seemed  almost  to  resemble 
the  baseless  visions  of  the  night  She  almost  doubted 
if  what  she  recalled  of  horror,  previous  to  her  starting 
from  her  bed,  was  not  indeed  the  fiction  of  a  dieam, 
susgested,  perhaps,  by  some  external  sounds. 

nl  will  see  Claud  Halcro  instantly,"  she  said ;  "  he 
may  know  something  of  these  strange  noises,  as  he 
was  stirring  at  the  time." 

With  that  she  sprung  from  the  bed,  but  hardly  stood 
upright  on  the  floor,  ere  her  sister  exclaimed,  ^*  Gra- 
cious Heaven !  Minna,  what  ails  your  foo  t,  your  ancle  ?" 

She  looked  down,  and  saw  with  surprise,  which 
amounted  to  agony,  that  both  her  feet  but  particu- 
larly one  of  them,  was  stained  with  dark  crimson, 
resembling  the  colour  of  dried  blood. 

Without  attempting  to  answer  Brenda,  she  rushed 
to  the  window,  and  cast  a  desperate  look  on  the  grass 
beneath,  for  there  she  knew  she  must  have  contracted 
the  fatal  stain.  But  the  rain  which  had  fallen  there 
in  treble  quantity,  as  well  from  the  heavens,  as  from 
the  caves  of  the  house,  had  washed  away  that  gtiilty 
witness,  if  indeed  such  had  ever  existed.  All  was 
fresh  and  fair,  and  the  blades  of  grass,  overcharged 
and  bent  with  rain-drops,  glittered  like  diamonds  in 
the  bright  inorning  sun.  . 

While  Minna  stared  upon  the  spangled  verdure, 
with  her  full  dark  eyes  fixed  and  enlarged  to  circles 
by  the  intensity  of  her  terror,  Brenda  was  hanging 
about  her,  and  with  many  an  eager  inquiry,  pressed 
to  know  whether  or  how  she  had  hurt  herseal 

*'  A  piece  of  glass  cut  through  my  shoe,"  aaid  Min 
na,  bethii)king  herself  that  some  excuse  wis  neces 
sary  to  her  sister  j  **  I  scarce  felt  it  at  the  time." 

And  yet  see  how  it  has  bled,"  said  her  sistei. 
"  Sweet  Minna."  she  added,  approaching  her  with  a 
wetted  towel,  let  me  wipe  the  blood  off— the  hurt' 
may  be  worse  than  you  think  of." 

But  as  she  approached,  Minna,  who  saw  no  other 
way  of  preventing  discovery  that  the  blood  with 
which  she  was  stained  had  never  flowed  in  her  own 
veins,  harshly  and  hastily  repelled  the  proffered  kind- 
ness. Poor  Brenda.  unconscious  of  any  offence  which 
she  had  given  to  ner  sister,  drew  back  two  or  three 
paces  on  finding  her  service  thus  unkindly,  refused, 
and  stood  gazing  at  Minna  with  looks  in  which  there 
was  more  of  surprise  and  mortifi«l  affection  than  of 
resentment,  but  which  had  yet  something  also  of 
natural  displeasure. 
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"  Sirter,'*  said  she,  "I  thought  we  had  agreed  but 
last  nifilu,  ihat,  happen  to  us  what  might,  we  would 
at  least  love  each  oiher." 

**Much  may  happen  betwixt  night  and  mornmgr' 
tnawerc-d  Minna,  in  words  raihtT  wrenched  from  her 
by  her  situation,  than  flowing  forth  the  voluntary 
interpreters  of  her  thoughts.  . 

"Much  may  indeed  nave  happened  in  a  night  so 
•tormy,"  answered  Brenda;  "for  see  where  the  very 
wall  around  Euphane's  plan  t-a'cmive  has  been  blown 
down ;  but  neither  wind  nor  rain,  nor  aught  else,  can 
cool  our  affection,  Minna." _^         ..    , .  . 

"But  that  may  chance,"  rephed  Minna,  "which 
may  convert  it  into" 

The  rest  of  the  sentence  she  muttered  m  a  tone  so 
faidistinct,  that  it  could  not  be  apprehended ;  whii&  at 
the  same  time,  she  washed  the  blood-stains  from  her 
feet  and  lefl  ankle.  Brenda,  who  still  remained  look- 
mg  on  at  some  distance,  endeavoured  in  vain  to  as- 
eume  some  tone  which  might  re-esiablish  kindness 
'  and  confidence  betwixt  them. 

"You  were  right."  she  said,  "Minna,  to  suffer  no 
one  to  help  you  to  dress  so  simple  a  scratch— stand- 
mg  where  I  do,  it  is  scarce  visible.'* 

^Tlie  most  cruel  wounds,"  rephed  Minna,  "are 
those  which  make  no  outward  show— Are  you  sure 
you  see  it  at  all?" 

"O,  yes  I"  replied  Brenda,  ftammg  her  answer  as 
•be  thought  would  best  please  her  sister i  "I  see  a 
very  slight  scratch  j  nay,  now  you  draw  on  the  stock- 
ing I  can  see  nothmg."      , .     ., 

^You  do  indeed  see  nothing,"  answered  Mmna, 
■omewhat  wildly :  "but  the  time  will  soon  come  that 
all— ay,  all— will  be  seen  and  known." 

So  saying,  she  hastily  completed  her  dress,  and  led 
the  way  to  breakfast,  where  she  assumed  her  place 
amongst  the  guests  ;  but  with  a  countenance  so  pale 
and  haggard,  and  manners  and  speech  so  altered  and 
so  bewudered,  that  it  excited  the  attention  of  the 
whole  company,  and  the  utmost  anxiety  on  the  part 
.  of  her  father  Magnus  TroiL  Many  and  various  were 
the  conjectures  of  the  guests,  concerning  a  distem- 
perature  which  seemed  rather  mental  than  corporeal. 
Some  hinted  that  the  maiden  had  been  struck  with 
an  evil  eye,  and  something  they  muttered  about  Nor- 
na  of  the  Fitful-head :  some  talked  of  the  d^artuie 
of  Captain  Cleveland,  and  murmured,  "  it  was  a 
ahame  for  a  young  lady  to  take  on  so  after  a  landlou- 
per, of  whom  no  one  knew  any  thing;"  and  this  con- 
temptuous epithet  was  in  particular  oestowed  on  the 
Captain  by  Mistress  Baby  Yellowley,  while  she  was 
in  the  act  of  wrapping  round  her  old  skinny  neck  the 
very  handsome  owcrlay  (as  she  called  it)  wherewith 
the  saui  Captain  had  presented  her.  The  old  Lady 
Glowrowrum  had  a  system  of  her  own,  which  she 
ninted  to  Mistress  Yellowley,  after,  thanking  God 
that  her  own  connexion  with  the  Burgh-Westra 
femily  was  by  the  lass's  mother,  who  was  a  canny 
Scotswoman,  like  herself 

"For,  as  to  these  Troil8,_you  see,  Dame  Yellowley. 
tbr  as  high  as  they  hold  their  head,  they  say  that  keii, ' 
(winking  sagaciously,)  "  that  there  is  a  bee  in  their 
bonnet ;— that  Noma,  as  they  call  her,  for  it's  not  her 
right  name  neither,  is  at  whiles  far  beside  her  riglil 
mind,— and  they  that  ken  the  cause,  say  the  Fowd 
was  some  gate  or  other  linked  in  with  it  for  he  will 
never  bear  an  ill  word  of  her.  Bat  I  was  in  Scotland 
.hen,  or  I  might  have  kend  the  real  cause,  as  well  as 
other  folk.  At  ony  rate  there  is  a  kind  of  wildness  in 
the  blood.  Ye  ken  very  weel  daft  folk  dinna  bide  to 
be  contradicted;  and  1 II  say  that  for  the  Fowd— be 
tikes  to  be  contradicted  as  ill  as  ony  man  m  Zetland. 
But  it  shall  never  be  said  that  I  said  ony  ill  of  the 
house  I  am  sae  nearly  connected  wi'.  Only  ye  v^I 
mind,  daroe^  it  is  through  the  Sinclairs  that  we  are 
akin,  not  through  the  Troils,— and  the  Sinclairs  are 
kend  far  and  wide  for  a  wise  generation,  dame.— But 
I  see  there  is  the  etirrup-cup  coming  round." 

*I  wonder,"  said  Mistress  Baby  to  her  brother,  as 
soon  as  the  Lady  Glowrowrum  turned  from  her, 
"what  gars  that  muckle  wife  dame,  dame,  dame, 
that  gate  at  me  7  She  might  ken  the  blade  of  the 
Qlinkjscales  is  as  gude  as  ony  Glowrowrum's  ainang 
tlwKi: 


The  guests,  loeuL  while,  were  last  ukmg  their  d^ 
parture,  scarcely  noticed  by  Magnus,  who  was  so  mack 
engrossed  with  Minna's  mdisposition,  that,  contmy 
to  nis  hospiuble  wont,  he  suffered  them  to  gp  awiT 
unsaluted.  And  thus  concluded,  amidst  anxiety  and 
illness,  the  festival  of  Saint  John,  as  celebrated  ob 
that  season  at  the  house  of  Burgh-Westra:  adding 
another  caution  to  that  of  the  Emperor  of  Euiioin,-* 
with  how  little  security  man  can  reckon  upoa  Un 
days  which  he  destines  to  happinesi. 

CHAPTER  XXIV. 

Bat  thii  Md  evil  which  doth  her  inAtt, 
Doth  ooarae  of  aatunl  eaulB  fkr  exflMO, 
And  ho«Md  is  withio  b«r  hollow  braMt. 
That  either  leemi  lome  cuned  witch's  deed, 
Or  evil  vrialit  that  in  her  doth  sach  torment  brrnf. 

fMrf  QiMM,lieBaxiI,  OnwUl 

Thx  term  had  now  elapsed,  by  several  dayL  whet 
Mordaunt  Mertoun,  as  he  had  promised  at  nil  d^ 
parture,  should  have  returned  to  his  father's  abode  it 
iarlshof.  but  there  were  no  tidings  of  his  aninlr 
Such  delay  might,  at  another  time,  nave  excited  li"*^ 
curiosity,  and  no  anxietv;  for  oM  Swertha,  wbott 
upon  her  tl^ke  ctffioe  of  tniQking  and  conjectuiiog 
the  little  household,  would  have  conchided  that 
had  remained  behind  the  odier  goests  upon  hl^ 
party  of  sport  or  pleasure.  But  she  knew  that  fo^ 
daunt  had  not  been  lately  in  favour  with  V — ' 
Troil  i  she  knew  that  he  proposed  his  suy  at 
Westra  should  be  a  aiiort  one,  upon  account  of 
father's  health,  to  whom,  notwitnatanding  the  T 
encouragement  which  his  filial  piety  received,  he , 
uniform  attention.  Swertha  knew  all  this,  and  ^ 
became  anxious.  She  watched  the  looks  of  her  a»  \ 
ter,  the  elder  Mertoun  {  but  wrapt  in  dax^L  and  ittt 
uniformity  of  composure,  his  countenance,  like  tai 
surface  ot  a  midnight  lake,  enabled  no  one  to  peoi* 
trflte  into  what  was  beneath.  His  studies,  his  lejh 
tarv  meals,  his  lonely  walks,  succeeded  each  other  a 


tarv  meals,  his  lonely  walks, 

unvaried  rotation,  and  seemed  undisturbed  bjr  m 
least  thougbt  about  Mordaunt's  abaonce.  i 

At  length  such  reports  reached  Swertba's  to,  i 
from  various  quarters,  that  she  became  totallrjB' 
able  to  conceal  her  anxiety,  and  resolved,  tt  tbiiK 
of  provoking  ber  master  into  itirv,  or  perhaps  tlutet 
losmg  her  place  in  his  household,  to  force  1900  n 
notice  the  doubts  which  afflicted  her  own  Dioi ' 
Mordaunt's  good-humour  and  goodly  person  mat  • 
indeed  have  made  no. small  impression  on  thevith» 
ed  and  selfish  heart  of  the  poor  old  woman,  to  iodoca 
her  to  take  a  course  so  desperate,  and  from  which  her 
friend  the  Ranzelman  endeavoured  in  yain  to  dftff 
her.  Still,  howeyer,  conscious  that  a  miscarrii^  jf^ 
the  matter,  would,  uke  the  loss  of  Trincalo's  ooidi 
in  the  horse-pool,  be  attended  not  only  with  dja* 
honour,  but  with  infinite  loea^  she  detemnned  to  pro- 
ceed on  her  high  emorize  with  as  much  caotioa  ei 
was  consistent  with  the  attempt 

We  have  already  mendoned.  that  it  seemed  a  ptft 
of  the  very  nature  of  this  reserved  and  unsocial  he» 
ing.  at  least  since  his  retreat  into  the  utter  SQlitodaei 
Jarlshof;  to  endure  no  one  to  start  a  subject  of  con* 
venation,  or  to  put  any  question  to  him,  that  didooi 
arise  out  of  urgent  and  pressing  emergency.  Swotbli 
was  senable,  therefor^  that,  in  order  to  open  the  at 
course  favourably  which  she  proposed  to  bold  wilB' 
her  master,  she  must  contrive  that  it  should  origioali' 
with  himself. 

To  accomplish  this  purpose,  while  busied  in  pij^ 
paring  the  table  for  Mr.  Mertoun's  simple  and  aob*^ 
tarv  dinner-meal,  she  formally  adorned  the  iwMi 
with  two  covers  instead  of  one,  and  made  all  btf 
other  preparations  as  if  he  was  to  have  a  guest  of 
companion  at  dinner. 

The  artifice  succeeded ;  for  Mertoun,  on  eonmif 
from  his  study,  no  sooner  saw  the  table  thaa  si^ 
ranged,  than  he  asked  Swertha,  whoi  waiiiag  us 
effect  of  her  stratagem  as  a  fisher  watches  hisoouno* 
baits,  was  fiddling  up  and  down  the  room,  Wm* 
ther  Mordaunt  was  returned  from  Burgh-Westra 7 

This  question  was  the  cue  for  Swerths,  and  so* 
answered  in  a  voice  of  sorrowful  anzi«tyt  half  im 
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Acted,  "Nt,  na  !-qm  ae  diirot  had  bunted  at 
%ur.  It  wad  be  rathe  newt  indeed,  to  ken 
|mig  nt^tner  Ifadamnt  potr  dear  baim,  were 

li  if  he  be  not  at  hovae,  wiiy  ehonld  fou  lay  a 
IrhiiD,7Qndociiig  foolT*  replied  Mertoun,  in 
fveO  caleolated  to  atop  tke  oU  woman's  pro- 
Ip.  But  sbe  KpKed,  boldly,  **  that,  indeed, 
Brsfaouid  take  thou^it  about  Maiater  Mor- 
^  thai  Ae  coold  do  waa  to  have  aeat  and 
tdj  Ux  him  when  he  came.  But  ahe  thought 
bMini  had  been  ower  lanfi;  awa ;  and,  if  ibe 
hpeik  out,  abe  had  ber  am  fiBaia  when  and 
bbe  invAt  e?er  come  hamc" 
hirftanr  aaid  Mertoon,  faia  eyes  flashing  as 
Mlly  (U  when  his  hoor  of  ungovernable  paa- 
■iMcfaed  X  **  do  you  speak  of  your  idle  fears  to 
li  know  that  all  of  your  sex,  that  is  not  ficklo- 
'  *  fbDj,  and  aeUnxmceit,  and  aelf-wilL  is  a 
.Jisial  fears,  vapoun.  and  tremoorsl  What 
fan  »  me^  you  Jbolim  old  hagf ' 
laiimnUe quality  in  womankind,  that,  when 
flf  the  laws  of  natural  ai&ction  comes  under 
ttin,  the  whole  sex  is  in  arma.  ,Let  a 
^  kwitreet  of  a  parent  that  has  misused 
er  a  daUlhat  has  insulted  a  ^renL— I  say 
^aC^MaMiof  husband  and  wife,  where  the 
nyitietDunted  for  in  sympathy,  and  all 
"^  ittfti  hearimr  will  take  animated  and 
att  the  sumrer.  Swertha,  notwith- 
iri  and  avarice,  had  ber  ahare  of  the 
which  does  so  much  honour  to  her 
this  occasion,  so  much  carried  on  by 
ihe  oonfh>nted  her  master,  and  up- 
I  his  hard-hearted  indiilerenoe,  with 
vfaieh  she  herself  waa  astonished. 
it  wasna  her  that  suld  be  fearing  for 
liter.  Maister  Moidaunt,  even  although 
m^woBit  weet  say.  the  verv  sea-calf  of  her 
any  oiker  father,  out  his  honour  himselL 
lad  apeerinsB  made  after  the  poor  lad,  and 
tail  e«ht  days  from  Burgh- Westra.  and 
fmA  when  or  where  he  had  gana  There 
MID  is  the  bowff  but  was  maining  for  him ; 
■aafl  their  bits  of  boats  with  his  knife ;  then 
It diy  eve  in  the  parish,  if  aught  worse  than 
■abefall  him,~na,  no  ane,  unless  it  might 

b  bd  been  mnch  struck,  and  even  silenced, 
BJeBtvobbility  of  his  insurgent  housekeeper^ 
iluc  aarcatm.  he  iraposea  on  her  silence  in 
With  an  aodible  voice,  accompanied  with 
KOMst  terrific  glances  which  nis  dark  eye 
jKamres could  express.  But  Swertha,  who^ 
nervards  acquainted  the  Ranzelman,  was 
Kf  aopporled  during  the  whole  scene,  wouki 
RtrolJed  by  the  loud  voice  and  ferocious  look 
Mer,  but  proceeded  in  the  same  tone  as  be- 

MMor,  ahe  said,  "had  made  an  unco  wark 
iwheen  bits  of  kists  and  duds,  that  naebody 
V,  had  been  gathered  on  the  beach  by  the 
ttof  the  township:  and  here  was  the  brav- 
ttos  oonntry  lost,  knd  cast  away,  as  it  were, 
»ea,  and  nae  ane  asking  what  waa  cokneo' 

[ibonid  come  of  him  but  good,  yon  old  fool,-' 
IHr.  Mertoim,  "  as  far,  at  lea^  aa  there  can 
B  uiy  of  the  foUiee  he  spends  his  dme  in  T 
P>  spoken  rather  in  a  eoornfiil  than  an  angry 
ISvenha,  who  had  got  into  the  spirit  of  the 
Nai resolved  not  to  let  it  drop,  now  that  the 
ptppooeot  teemed  to  alacken. 
p  he  mae  1  am  an  aald  fule,— but  if  Maister 
Pthodd  have  settled  down  m  the  Roost,  aa 
|k  boat  had  been  lost  in  that  wearifu'  aquall 
R^7  good  luck  it  was  short  as  it 
.thing  could  have  lived  in  it— or  if  be 
I  m  a  loch  coming  hame  on  foot,  or  if 
Mhy  miss  of  footing  on  a  craig— the  haill 
(how  venmresooie  he  was— who,"  said 
1  be  the  auld  fule  then  1"  And  ahe 
:  ejaculatioii,  that "  God  wouM  pro- 
tBtotferleaa  bairn !  for  if  he  had  had  a 


mother,  then  wabldbava  besn  seMi  made  aftar  hin 
before  now.*' 

^  This  last  sarcasm  affected  Mertoun  powerfttlly,^ 
hia  jaw  quiveied,  hia  face  grew  pale,  and  he  muttered 
to  swertha  to  go  into  hia  atudy,  (where  she  waa 
scarcely  ever  permitted  ta  enter,)  and  fetch  hima  bofr 
tie  which  stood  there. 

**0  ho  f  quoth  Swertha  to  herself;  aa  ahe  hastened 
on  the  commission,  "  my  maaler  knows  where  to  find 
a  cup  of  comfort  to qiualify  his  water  with  upon  fitting 
occasions."  ^ 

There  was  indeed  a  oiae  of  such  bottlea  as  wevp 
usually  employed  to.  hold  strong  waters,  but  the  dnst 
and  cobwebs  m  which  they  were  enveloped  ahowed 
that  they  had  not  been  touched  for  many  years.  With 
some  difficulty  Swertha  extracted  the  cork  of  one  oiT 
them,  by  the  help  of  a  fork— for  oork-screw  was  theia 
none  at  Jarlsbof— and  havina  ascertained  by  smelli 
and,  in  caae  of  any  mistake,  by  a  moderate  mouthfidi 
that  it  contained  wholesome  Baibadoea-watera,  ahs 
carried  it  into  the  roonk  where  her  master  still  oon« 
tinued  to  strugsle  with  hia  faintneaa.  She  then  began 
to  pour  a  smau  quantity  into  the  neareat  cup  that  ahs 
could  find,  wisely  judging,  that  upon  a  person  so 
ipuch  unaccustomed  to  the  use  ofspirituous  liquors»  a 
litde  might  produce  a  strong  eflect.  But  the  patient 
aigned  to  her  impatiendv  to  fill  the  cun,  which  might 
hold  more  than  the  third  of  an  Knglieh  pint  roeaaurtk 
up  to  the  very  brim,  and  swallowed  it  down  withoai 
hesitation. 

"  Now  the  saunta  above  have  a  oare  on  us  f  aaid 
Swertha;  '*he  will  be  drunk  aa  weel  aa  mad,  and 
wha  is  to  guide  him  then,  I  wonder  V* 

But  Mertoun' a  breath  and  colour  xetumed,  without 
the  slightest  symptom  of  intoxication;  on  the  ooo- 
trary.  Swertha  afterwarda  reported,  that,  **  although 
she  had  always  had  a  firm  opinion  in  favour  of  a 
dram,  yet.  ahe  never  aaw  one  work  euch  miracles-4is 
spoke  mair  like  a  man  of  the  middle  world*  than  ahs 
had  ever  heard  him  since  ahe  had  entered  hia  tar- 
vica" 

**  Swertha,"  he  aaid.  "  von  are  right  in  this  matter, 
and  I  waa  wrong.— Gk>  down  to  the  Ranxelman  di- 
rectly, tell  him  to  come  and  apeak  with  me,  without 


rewfoded." 

Stimulated  by  the  apur  which  maketh  the  oU  wo- 
man proverbially  to  trot,  Swertha  posted  down  to  the 
hamlet,  with  all  the  speed  of  threescore,  rejoicing  that 
her  sympathetic  feelmgs  were  likely  to  achieve  their 
own  reward,  having  given  rise  to  a  queat  which  pro- 
mised to  be  so  lucrative,  and  in  the  profits  whereof 
she  was  determined  to  have  her  share,  shouting  out 
aa  ahe  went,  and  kmg  before  ahe  got  within  hearing, 
the  namea  of  Niel  Bonaldaon,  Sweyn  Erickson,  and 
the  other  frienda  and  confederatea  who  were  interested 
in  her  miasuin.  To  say  the  truth,  notwithatanding 
that  the  good  dame  reaUy  felt  a  deep  intereat  in  Mor* 
daunt  Mertoun,  and  waa  mentally  troubled  on  account 
of  his  absence,  i.>p/hapa  lew  things  would  have  diaap- 
pointed  her  more  than  if  be  had  at  this  moment 
started  ap  in  her  path  aafe  and  sound,  and  rendered 
unnecessary,  by  lua  appearance,  the  expense  and  ths 
bustle  of  searching  after  him. 

Soon  did  Swertha  accomplish  her  business  in  the 
village,  and  adjust  with  the  aenaton  of  the  township 
her  own  little  ahare  of  per  centage  upon  the  profits 
likely  to  accrue  on  her  misaioxy  and  speedily  did  ahe 
return  to  Jarlahof;  with  Niel  Ronaldson  by  her  side^ 
schooling  him  to  the  best  of  her  skill  in  all  the  pecu- 
uanties  of  her  maater. 

"  Aboon  a'  things"  she  said, "  never  make  him  watt 
for  an  answer;  and  speak  loud  and  diatinct,  aa  if  you 
were  hailing  a  boatr-for  he  downa  bide  to  aay  tha 
same  thing  twice  over ;  and  if  he  asks  about  di^ 
tance,^  ye  may  make  leagues  for  miles,  for  he  kena 
naething  about  the  face  of  the  earth  that  he  lives 
upon ;  and  if  he  speak  of  siller,  ye  may  ask  dollars 
for  shillings,  for  he  minds  them  nae  mair  than  sclats- 
stanes." 

Thus  tutored.  Niel  Ronaldaon  waa  inuoduoed  lots 
t^e  presence  of  Me.-tifqi,  but  waa  utteriy  oonfi»i}wlsd 
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to  find  that  he  eooM  not  act  upon  the  sjrstcm  of  de- 
ceplk>n  which  had  been  projecied.  when  he  at- 
tempted, by  8ome  exfi«feratton  of  distance  and  peril, 
to  enhance  the  hire  of  the  boats  and  of  the  men.  (for 
the  search  waa  to  be  by  sea  and  land,)  he  found  nim- 
aelf  at  onoe  cut  short  by  Mertoan,  who  showed  not 
only  the  most  perfect  knowledge  of  the  country,  but 
of  distances,  tKles,  currents,  and  all  belonging  to  the 
navigation  of  those  seas,  although  these  were  topics 
yath  which  he  had  hitherto  appeared  to  be  totally  un- 
acquainted. The  Ranzelman,  therefore,  trembled 
when  they  came  to  8t>eak  of  the  recompense  to  be 
afforded  for  their  exertions  in  the  search :  for  it  was 
not  more  unlikely  that  Mertoun  should  be  well  in- 
formed of  what  was  just  and  proper  upon  this  head 
than  upon  others;  and  Niel  rememberea  the  storm  of 
his  Airy,  when,  at  an  early  period  after  he  had  settled 
at  Jarfshof;  he  drove  Swertha  and  Sweyn  Erickson 
from  his  presence.  As,  however,  he  stood  hesitating 
betwixt  the  opposite  fears  of  asking  too  much  or  too 
little,  Mertoun  stop^  his  mouth,  and  ended  his  un- 
certainty, by  promising  him  a  recompense  beyond 
what  he  dared  have  ventured  to  ask,  with  an  ad- 
ditional ^tuity,  in  case  they  returned  with  the 
pleasing  mteiligenoe  that  his  son  was  safe. 

When  thisgreat  point  was  settled,  Niel  Ronaldson, 
like  a  man  of  conscience,  began  tc  Consider  earnestly 
the  various  places  where  search  fi'onld  be  made  after 
the  young  man ;  and  having  undertaken  faithfully 
that  the  inquiry  should  be  prosecuted  at  all  the  houses 
of  the  gentry,  both  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  isl- 
and&  he  added,  that,  "  after  a.l,  if  his  honour  would 
not  be  angryi  there  was  ane  not  far  of!]  that,  if  any 
body  dared  speer  her  a  question,  afid  if  she  liked  to 
answer  it,  could  tell  more  about  Maister  Mordaunt 
than  any  body  else  pould.— Ye  will  ken  wha  I  mean, 
Swertha?  Her  that  was  down  at  the  haven  this 
morning."  Thus  he  concluded,  addressing  himself 
with  a  mysterious  look  to  the  house-keeper,  which  she 
answered  with  a  nod  and  a  wink. 

" How  mean  you  7"  said  Mertoun:  "  speak  out, 
short  and  open^whom  do  you  speak  of  7" 

"It  is  Noma  of  the  Fitful-head,"  said  Swertha, 
"  that  the  Ranzelman  is  thinking  about ;  for  she  has 
gpne  up  to  Saint  Ringan's  Kiik  this  morning  on  bu- 
siness of  her  own." 

*'  And  what  can  this  person  know  of  my  son  ?'*  sakl 
Mertoun ;  "  she  is,  I  believe,  a  wandering  mad-woman, 
r  impostor." 

"If  she  wanders,"  said  Swertha,  "it  is  for  nae  lack 
of  means  at  hame,  and  that  is  weei  Known— plenty  of 
a*  thing  has  she  of  her  ain,  forby  that  the  Fowd  him- 
sell  would  let  her  want  naething." 

"  But  what  is  that  to  my  son  T  said  Mertoun,  im- 
patiently. 

"I  dinna  ken— she  took  unco  pleasure  in  Maister 
Mordaunt  from  the  time  she  first  saw  him,  and  mony 
a  braw  thing  she  gave  him  at  ae  time  or  another,  for- 
by the  gowd  chain  that  hangs  about  his  bonny  croig 
~folk  say  it  is  of  fairy  gold— I  kenna  what  gold  it  is, 
but  Bryce  Snailsfoot  says,  that  the  value  will  mount 
to  a  hundred  pounds  English,  and  that  is  nae  deaf 
nuts." 

"  Go,  Ronaldson,"  said  Mertoun.  "  or  else  send 
some  one,  to  aeek,tnis  woman  out— if  you  think  there 
be  a  chance  of  her  knowing  any  thing  of  m^  son." 

"  She  kens  a'  thing  that  happens  in  thae  islands." 
said  Niel  Ronaldson,  "  muckle  sooner  than  other  folk, 
and  that  is  Heaven's  truth.  But  m  to  going  to  the 
kirk  or  the  kirkyard.  to  speer  aAer  her,  there  is  not  a 
man  in  Zetland  will  do  it,  for  meed  or  for  money— 
and  that's  Heavens's  tiuth  as  well  as  the  other." 

"Cowardly,  superstitious  fools!"  said  Mertoun.— 
"  But  give  me  mv  cloak,  Swertha.— This  woman  has 
been  at  Burarh-Westra— she  is  related  to  Troirs  family 
—she  may  ferow  something  of  Mordaunt's  absence, 
and  its  causv— I  will  seek  her  myself— She  b  at  the 
Cross-kirk,  you  say  ?" 

**  No,  not  at  the  Cross-kirk,  but  at  the  auld  Kirk  of 
8aint  Ringan's— it's  a  dowie  bit.  and  far  frae  being 
eanny ;  and  if  your  honour,"  added  Swertha,  "  wad 
walk  by  my  rule,  I  wad  wait  until  she  came  back^  and 
no  tiouole  her  when  she  may  be  m^ir  busied  wi'  the 
deid,  for  ony  thing  that  we  ken,  rhan  she  is  w^  tne 


living.  The  like  of  her  carena  to  have  other  fi 
een  on  them  when  they  otm  gude  sain  us !  doio|l 
ain  particular  turns." 

Mertoun  made  no  answer,  but  ttirowing  hiid 
loosely  around  him,  (for  the  day  was  misty,  wiihp 
ing  showers,)  and  leaving  the  decayed  naiwoi 
Jarlaho^  he  walked  at  a  pace  much  faster  ihn 
usual  with  him,  taking  the  direction  of  the  nq 
church,  which  stood,  as  he  well  knew,  withia  tlu| 
four  mues  of  his  dwelling:  ■ 

The  Ranzelman  and  Swertha  stood  gaztDfj 
him  in  silence,  until  he  was  fairly  out  of  etH 
when,  looking  seriously  on  each  other,  aod  n 
their  sagacious  heads  in  the  same  boding  6m 
vibration,  they  uttered  their  remarks  in  iIm  I 
breath.  i 

"Foola  are  aye  fleet  and  fain,"  sakl  Swertha,, 
Feyfolk  run  fast,"  added  the  Ranzelnuui; 
the  thing  that  wo  are  bom  to,  we  cannot  hio  ' 
have  known  them  that  tried  to  stop  folk  thatr 
You  have  hean^  of  Helen  Emberson  of  Caini 
she  stopped  all  the  boles  and  windows  i' 
hoi^  that  her  gudeman  might  not  see  day] 
rise  to  the  Haaf-flshing,  because  she  feared  i^ 
ther ;  and  how  the  boat  he  ahould  have  saiUdj 
lost  m  the  Roost;  and  bow  she  came  back,r 
in  her  gudeman's  safety—but  ne'er  may  care,: 
she  found  him  drowned  in  his  own  mf* 
within  the  wa's  of  his  ain  biggin ;  and  nioi 

But  here  Swertha  reminded  the  Ranzelmaa 
must  go  down  to  the  haven  to  get  off  the  I, 
boats}  "for  both  that  my  heart  is  sair  for  the 
lad,  and  that  I  am  fear*d  he  cast  up  of  his  ain 
before  you  are  at  sea ;  and  as  I  have  often  ' 
my  master, may  lead,  but  he  winna  drive;  i 
do  not  his  bidding,  and  get  out  to  sea,  the  nemi 
die  of  boat-hire  will  ye  see."  ^ 

"  Weel,  weel.  «ood  dame,"  said  the  Banai 
"  we  will  launch  as  fast  as  we  can ;  and  bygood 
neither  Clawson's  boat,  nor  Peter  Grot's,  is  outi 
Haaf  this  mornin j,  for  a  rabbit  ran  acroaa  m 
as  they  were  going  on  board,  and  they  caraehiti 
wise  men,  kenning  they  wad  be  called  toorWl 
this  day.  And  a  marvel  it  is  to  think.  Swm 
few  retu  judicious  men  are  left  in  this  land.  Tij 
our  great  Udalleris  weel  enough  wbeobeisM 
he  makes  ower  mony  voyages  in  his  ship  and  u 
to  be  lang  sae ;  and  now,  they  say,  hie  dn 
Mistress  Minna,  is  sair  ou^of  sorts.— Then  A 
Noma  kens  muckle  mair  than  other  folk,  m 
woman  ye  cannot  call  her.  Our  tacksmu 
Maister  Mertoun,  his  wit  is  spmng  in  the  bovi 
doubt— his  son  is  a  daft  gowk  ;  and  I  kenfewo 
sequence  hereabouts— excepting  always  uiyMk 
maybe  you,  Swertha— but  what  may,  ui  some^ 
or  other,  be  called  fules.  j 

"  Tliat  may  be,  Niel  Ronaldson,"  said  tbeji 
"  but  if  you  do  not  hasten  the  faster  to  the  iM 
will  lose  tide ;  and.  as  I  sakl  to  my  master  atnati 
tune  syne,  wha  will  be  tbefule  then  7" 


CHAPTER  XXV.  i 

I  do  loTe  theM  ancient  rkuot-  | 

W^  iiAver  tread  upon  them  but  we  act 
Our  n>ot  Dpon  lomc  reveroDd  hittorjr ;  { 

And,  qneetionkw,  here  in  thii  open  court, 
(Wliieli  now  liei  naked  to  tlie  in^jurieu  I 

Of  Mtnnar  weather,}  aome  men  iie  interr'd,  J 
Loved  the  Church  to  well,  and  gB^^n  to  iar|el/  »m 
Tlv>r  tlton^ht  it  should  have  canopied  tlieir  dobN 
Till  dooiMday  ;~but  all  Ihinga  hare  th«r  mm-,  ' 
Churctiee  and  citioa.  which  have  diseafes lika  M^ 
Muai  have  like  deatli  which  we  hare.  .  ,^ 

The  niinous  church  of  Saint  Ninian  hadj 
time,  enjoyed  great  celebrity:  for  that  numbly  J 
of  Roman  superstition,  which  spread  itsrootaj 
Europe,  had  not  failed  to  extend  them  even  toBI 
mote  archipelago,  and  Zetland  had,  in  the  IW 
times,  her  saints,  her  shrines,  and  her  rcJicBiJj 
though  Uttle  known  elsewhere,  attracted  ihenj 
and  commanded  the  observance,  of  ine  wn^Pf ' 
bitants  of  Thule.  Their  devotion  to  this  churrlii 
Ninian,  or,  as  he  was  provincially  termed,  Sami 
gan,  situated,  ai  the  edifice  was,  close  to  tu 
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L  and  terriiift  m  maoTPOiiili,  M  BtaBdmark  to 
Mta,  was  partkiilarijr  obstiimta,  and  was  oon- 
[  wiih  80  much  Bsperatitiotts  cerenioiiial  and 
tf,  that  the  lelbnnad  deigy  thought  it  beat,  by 
rof  the  Church  Oourca,  to  prohibit  all^iritoal 
Aitbin  its  fniia.  as  tending  to  foster  the  rooted 
Elbe  simple  and  iiide  oeople  around  in  saint- 
ly tnd  other  erroneous  ooctnnes  of  the  Bomish 

e  Church  of  Saint  Ninian  bad  been  thus  de- 
j9  a  seat  of  idotetiy,  and  desecrated  of  course, 
le  worship  was  transferred  to  another  church } 
^  with  its  lead  and  itsrafters,  haling  been 
n  ihe  little  rudeoM  Gothic  buiding,  it  was 
J  wilderness  to  the  msrcyof  the  elenients. 
f  of  ths  unisontroUed  winds»  which  howlsd 
1  eipasBd  space,  raaembling  that  which  we 
i  st  Jarlshof,  wy  soon  choked  ap  nave 
i  on  tin  nonh-west  side^  which  was 
^..£d  to  the  windi  hid  th^  outside  walla 
I  half  way  up  with  mounds  of  drifted  sand, 
't  the  gable-ends  of  the  building,  with  the 
built  above  its 


iUfKiA  and  shattered  nakedness  of  ruin. 

IlkienBdisk  wa^  the  Kirk  of  Saint  Ringan 

PiiDel  «»•  aembianoe  of  the  ancient  homage 

Teodanl  tkere.     The  rode  and  ignoimnt 

^    of  DttMUasmiee  observed  a  practios,  of 

IfaeyAsBsdves  had  weU  nigh  forgotten  the 

ilndin  which  the  Protestant  Cleigrin  vaia 

ii»  deter  tbem.    When  their  boats  were 

fsit  H  was  common  amongst  them  to 

mmm  in  atssiou«,  as  they  termed  it,  that  is, 
giiuBt  Riogan ;  and  when  the  danger  was 
failed  to  absolve  themselves  of  their 
.  sinsljr  and  secretly  to  the  old  church, 
ihdr  shoes  and  stockings  at  the  en- 
churchyard,  walking  thrice  around  the 
og  that  they  dkt  so  m  the  course  of  the 
^  (he  circuit  was  ccsampbshed  for  the  third 
votary  dropped  his  ofieriag,  usually  a  small 
Ldirongh  themuUionsofalsnceolated  win- 
im  apeaed  into  a  akie  assl^  and  then  retired, 
'«aretuUy  to  kiok  behind  hun  till  he  was  be- 
predncts  which  had  once  been  hallowed 
it  was  believed  that  the  skeleton  of  the 
._  the  oflering  in  his  bony  band,  and 
ghastly  death's-head  at  the  window  into 
thrown. 

scene  was  rendersd  more  appalling  to 

ignorant  minds,  because  the  same  stormy 

winds,  which,  on  the  one  akie  of  the 

lened  lo  bury  the  ruins  with  sand,  and 

■ci.  heaped  it  up  in  huge  quantities,  so  as 
hioe  the  side-waft  with  its  buttrsssea,  seemed 
beat  on  uncovering  the  gravea  of  those 
been  laid  to  their  long  net  on  ths  south- 
ner;  mud,  after  an  unusually  hard  sale^ 
and  sometimes  the  very  corpses,  of  tnoss 
I  been  intenred  widumt  the  usual  oerementSL 
Kovered,  in  a  gliasily  manner,  to  the  eyes  oi 

■  to  this  desolated  plaee  of  worship  that  the 
runm  now  prooeeded,  though  without  anx  of 
or  sopersdtfoua  purposes  with  which 


of  Saint  Ringan  was  usually  approached. 
\taia}lf  witfaoot  the  superstitious  fears  of  the 
y^  fvsm  the  sequestered  and  sullen  manner 
lived,  withdrawiiu;  himself  from  human 
when  sssembled  m  worship,  it  was  the 
ion  tliftt  he  cned  on  the  more  fiital  side, 
.  rather  too  Htde  than  too  much  of  that 
I  Church  receives  and  enjoins  to  Chrisdans. 
nmBd   the  litUe  bay,  on  the  shore,  and 
A»  bench  of  winch  the  rains  are  situated, 
M  help  pausing  for  an  instant,  and  becom- 
'  tiMC  the  seene,  as  calculated  to  operate 
,  had  been  adeeted  with  much  judg- 
_i  a  religious  house.    In  front  lay 
icfa  two  headlands,  which  formed  the 
bay,  projeclsd  their  gigantw  cause- 
sahls  rocka,  on  the  ledges  of  which 

and  other  sea-fowl,  appeared  like 

vriuleb  upon  ths  lower  raagea  of  the 
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cliff,  stood  whole  Hnes  of  eonnoraati^  drawn  up  along- 
side of  each  dther.  Eke  soldwrs  in  thetr  battle  array  and 
other  hving  thing  was  there  none  to  aee.  The  aea. 
although  not  in  a  tempestuous  state,  was  disturbed 
enough  to  nish  on  these  capes  with  a  sound  like  dis- 
tant thunder,  and  the  billows,  which  rose  in  sheets  of 
foam  half  way  up  these  sable  rocks,  formed  a  contrast 
of  colouring  equally  striking  and  awfuL 

Betwixt  the  extremities,  or  capes,  of  these  project- 
ing headlands,  there  rolled,  on  the  day  when  Mer- 
toun  visited  the  scene,  a  deep  and  dense  sggregation 
of  cloud&  throiwh  which  no  human  eye  could  pene- 
trate, and  whiciL  bounding  the  virion,  and  excluding 
ail  view  of  the  distant  ocean,  rendered  it  no  unapt 
representation  of  the  sea  in  the  Vision  of  Mirxa, 
whose  extent  was  concealed  by  vapours,  and  douds, 
snd  storms.  The  ground  arising  steeply  from  the 
sea-beach,  permitting  no  view  into  the  interior  of  the 
country,  appeared  a  scene  of  irretrievable  barrenness, 
where  scrubby  and  stunted  heath,  intermixed  with 
the  long  bent,  or  coarse  grasa  which  firat  coven  sandy 
soils,  were  the  only , vegetables  that  could  be  aeen. 
Upon  a  natural  elevation,  which  rose  above  the  beach 
in  the  very  bottom  of  the  bay.  and  receded  a  little 
from  the  sea.  so  as  to  be  without  reach  of  the  wavea^ 
arose  the  half-buried  ruin  which  we  have  already'ds* 
scribed,  surrounded  by  a  wasted,  half-ruinouiu  and 
monlderimr  walL  which,  broached  in  several  places^ 
served  still  to  divide  the  ptteincts  of  the  cemetery. 
The  maiinen  who  were  driven  by  aocuient  into  this 
solitary  bay,  pretended  that  the  cbwch  was  occaaion 
ally  observed  to  be  full  of  lights,  and.  fiom  that  oir- 
cumstancs,  were  used  to  prophesy  shipwrecks  and 
deaths  by  sea. 

As  Mertoun  approached  near  ti»  the  chapsl,  hs 
adopted,  insensibly,  snd  perhaps  without  much  pre* 
meditation,  measures  to  avoid  being  himself  seen,  un* 
til  he  came  ck>ae  under  the  wails  ofthe  burial-ground, 
whu:h  he  approached,  as  it  chanced,  on  that  side 
where  the  sand  was  blowing  from  the  graves^  in  the 
manner  we  have  described. 

Here,  looking  throuch  one  of  the  gapa  in  the  wall 
which  time  had  made,lie  beheld  the  person  whom  he 
sought,  occupied  m  a  manner  which  assorted  well  « 
with  the  ideas  popularly  entertained  of  her  character, 
but  which  was  otherwise  sufficiently  extraoidi- 
nanr-  i 

She  was  employed  beside  a  rode  monument,  on 
one  ride  of  which  was  represented  the  rough  outline 
of  a  cavalier,  or  knight,  on  horseback,  whUe,  on  the 
other,  appeared  a  shieU,  with  the  armorial  hearings 
so  defaced  as  not  to  be  intelligible;  which  escutcheon 
waa  suspended  by  one  angle,  contrary  to  the  modem 
custom,  whk^h  usually  places  them  straight  and  up- 
right At  the  foot  of  this  pillar  was  believed  to  repoae, 
as  Mertoun  had  forroeriy  heard,  the  bones  of  lubolt 
lYoil,  one  of  the  remote  anoestora  of  Magnus,  and  a 
man  renowned  for  deeds  of  valorous  emprise  in  ths 
fifteenth  century.  From  the  grave  of  thie  warxMr 
Nornaef  the  Fitful-head  seemed  busied  in  shovdhng 
the  sand,  an  easy  task  where  it  was  so  lighwind  loosei 
so  that  It  seemed  ^plain  that  she  would  shordy  com- 

1,  and  make  bare 
Ae  she  laboured, 

^ „ _„, without  the  Runic 

rhyme  no  form  of  northern  auperatition  waa  ever  per* 
formed.  We  have  perhaps  )4eaerved  too  many  exam* 
pies  of  theae  incantations;  but  we  cannot  help 
attemptmg  to  translate  thatwhich  follows:-* 

"  ChampioD,  faowd  for  wutika  toQ,' 
Art  Ummi  rilent,  Ribolt  Trail  Y 
B«ad.and  duit,  tad  ptbLly  ttoiMa, 
An  toavinf  baro  tny  riant  bonm. 
Who  darad  touch  Um  wild  hvu't  ikia 
Ye  •iuiiib«r*d  oo  while  Ufa  wai  iat^ 

A  wonaa  now,  or  babe,  may  ooom. 
And  oaft  the  eovarioff  ftwnthr  taajb. 

"  Yet  ba  liot  wrathftil.  Chief,  nor  blif ht 

Mine  eyea  or  ean  with  teund  oriia htl 

1  eoaia  aot,  withuoliallow'd  tread. 

To  wake  the  alamben  ofthe  dea4. 

Or  lay  thr  fiaat  leliei  bare  ; 

put  what  I  leok  thou  well  canat  tiMra. 

Se  it  to  my  hand  allow'd 

r  ahiaraBMik*awaisbtaMithyBhi«i< 


SO  tnat  It  seemea  plain  that  she  wouli 
plete  what  the  rude  winds  had  begun,  i 
the  bones  which  lay  there  inieired.  Ai 
ahe  mutt^ed  her  magic  aoag;  for  witl 


TSftPIHATB.'* 


'    yrt.ltt¥»  mum  ilbt^ai  kaA  tiwwiUl 
To  thjtld  tbj  houtu  frott  wmihm  roaib. 

"8m,  I  draw  my  B8<1e  knifed 

N«v«r  while  ihou  w«rt  in  liiSi 

Laid'ft  thou  ttiil  for  tloth  or  A«r, 

When  point  and  edfe  were  fiitterinf  Bev  i 

See.  the  oomneats  now  I  aever— 

ValCMi  DOW,  orelcep  forever  i 

Thou  wilt  not  wtke }  the  dead  is  dsoa I 

The  pnae  I  loiicht  is  fkirly  woo. 

*'  Thanks,  Ribolt.  thaaks,-~ror  this  thtt  sea 
Shall  MiooUi  its  nitflad  orest  for  tbee,~ 
And  white  alar  its  billows  foam, 
Subside  to  peace  near  Ribolt'i  tomb. 
Thanks,  Ribolt,  thanks-for  thUthe  asight 
or  wild  winds  rsciof  at  their  betfht, 
Whea  to  thj  piaee  of  slaasber  nifh, 
GSiali  soHea  to  a  lullabr. 

•«  She,  the  damt  of  doubt  aad  diMd, 
NornaorthoFitAiihead, 
Miility  in  her  own  dospit*— 
Miserable  in  her  micht ; 
In  despair  and  tnmj  great,— 
In  hor  greatness  desolate  f 
Wisest,  wickedest  who  liinBa, 
WeU  can  keep  the  word  she  giffw.'* 

While  Noma  chmtad  the  first  part  of  tfaw  thTme, 
ibe  completed  the  taak  of  laying  bare  a  part  or  the 
leaden  coffin  of  the  ancient  wamor,  and  severed  ftom 
it,  with  much  caution  and  apparent  awe^  a  portion  of 
the  DietaL  She  then  reverentially  threw  back  the 
sand  upon  the  coffin ;  and  by  the  time  she  had  finished 
bsr  song,  no  trace  remained  that  the  secrets  of  the 
■emilchre  had  been  violated. 

If  ertoun  remained  ^azina  on  her  from  behind  the 
ohorchyaid  wall  dunng  the  whole  ceremony,  not 
from  any  impression  of  veneration  for  her  or  her  em- 
pioym^t,  but  becausehe  conceived  that  to  interrupt  a 
madwoman  in  her  act  of  madness,  was  not  the  best 
way  to  obtain  from  her  such  intelligence  as  she  might 
have  to  impart  Mean  while  he  had  full  time  to  con- 
sider her  figure,  although  her  face  was  obscured  by  her 
dishevelled  hair,  and  by  the  hoodofherdsrk  mantle, 
which  permitted  no  more  to  be  visible  than  a  Druid- 
ess  wonld  probably  have  exhibited  at  the  celebration 
of  her  mystical  ntes.  Mertoon  had  often  heard  of 
•  Noma  before}  nay,  it  is  most  probable  that  he  might 
have  seen  her  repeatedly,  for  she  had  been  in  the  vi- 
oinity  of  Jarlshor  more  than  once  sinee  his  residence 
there.  But  the  absurd  stones  which  were  in  circola- 
lion  respecting  her,  prevented  his  pajring  any  atten- 
tion to  a  person  whom  he  regarded  as  either  sn  impos- 
tor or  a  madwoman,  or  a  compound  of  both.  Vet, 
BOW  that  his  attention  was,  by  drcumstanoes,  invo- 
hmtarily  fixed  upon  her  person  and  deportment,  he 
eould  not  help  acknowledjging  to  himself  that  she  was 
either  a  complete  enthusiast,  or  rehearsed  her  part  so 
admirably,  that  no  Pythoness  of  ancient  times  could 
have  excelled  her.  Tiie  dignity  and  solemnity  of  her 
9eslure.-7the  aonoious,  yet  impreeaive  tone  of  voice 
with  which  she  addressed  the  depaited  sphit  whose 
nortal  relics  she  ventured  to  disturb,  were  such  as 
Ihiled  not  to  make  an  impression  upon  him,  careless 
and  indifferent  as  he  generally  appeared  to  all  thst 
went  on  around  htm.  But  no  sooner  was  her  stngu- 
lar  occupation  terminated,  than,  entering  the  church- 
vard  with  some  difficulty,  by  clambering  over  thedis- 
imnted  ruins  of  the  wall,  be  made  Norna  ai||ireof  his 
presence.  Far  firom  starti  ag,  or  expressine  the  least 
wrprise  at  his  appearance  in  a  place  so  soliiary,  she 
■aid,  in  a  tone  that  seemed  to  mtimate  that  he  had 
been  expected,  **  So,— you  have  sought  me  at  laatT' 

**  And  found  you,"  replied  Mertoun.  judging  he 
would  best  introduce  the  inquiries  he  had  to  make,  by 
assuming  a  tone  which  corresponded  to  her  own.- 

"Tesr  she  replied,  *' found  me  you  have,  and  in 
the  place  where  all  men  most  meet— amid  the  taber- 
nacles of  the  dead.^ 

**Here  we  roust,  indeed,  meet  at  last,"  rsplied  Mer- 
tocm,  glancing  his  eyes  on  the  desolate  soene  around, 
where  headstones,  naif  covered  in  sand,  and  others, 
firom  which  the  same  wind  had  stripped  the  soil  on 
which  tbey  rested,  covered  with  inscriptions,  and 
bcolptured  with  the  emblems  of  nHnrtality,  were  the 
mos:  conspicuous  objects,—**  here,  as  in  the  house  of 
death,  all  men  must  meet  at  length ;  and  happy  those 
Jiat  come  aoonest  to  the  qjuiet  havea" 


il 


"fie  that  dans  ^mm  this  hann,"  itid . 
*'  must  have  steered  a  steady  oourseiatbeTO 
life,  /dare  not  hope  fiirsoeh quiet  luiiboar. 
thou  expect  it)  or  has  the  course  thoa  hut 
served  itf 

"It  mattere  not  to  ny  present  pnrpoK," 
Mertoim;  "Ihave  toaskyonwbatiidmgiya 
of  my  son  Mordannt  Mertoon  T 

"  A  fiither,"  reolied  the  sibyl,  "adts  of  b  ^ 
what  tidm^  Aehasof  his  son!  How  ahndl 
aught  of  him  1  the  cormorant  says  nottotfaei 
woiere  is  my  brood  V* 

"Lay  aside  thisuaeleas  afieetationofmyna 
Mertoun ;  **  with  the  vulgar  and  ignonm  il 
effect  but  upon  me  it  is  thrown  away.  Tht{ 
Jarlsnof  haxre  told  me  that  you  do  knoir, 
know,  something  of  MordsontMertoaB,  vho 
retmned  home,  after  the  festrral  of  Saint  kk 
in  the  booss  ot^fooi  relative  MsgnusTraiL 
such  information,  if  indeed  ye  nave  htof 
"themeaasafM 


itshall  be  recompenaed,  if 
are  in  my  power." 

'*The  wide  round  of  eeitfa,"  lephed  Non 
nothing;  that  I  woald  call  a  recompense  iti 
est  word  that  I  throw  away  upon  a  livingaa 
thy  son,  if  thou  wonldst  oee  him  m  life,  m 
apptoaching  Fair  of  Kirkwall,  in  Oikaeir. 

^*  And  wherefore  thither  V*  said  Mertomf 
he  had  no  jaupoae  in  that  direction." 

**  We  dnve  on  the  stream  of  fate,"  i 
"without  oar  or  redder.    You  had  no 
morning  of  visiting  the  JCik  of  Saint  Bii 
yon  are  here  (—you  had  no  parpose  but  i 


yen  are  Here  (—you ^_^ 

hence  of  being  at  Kirkwall,  and  yet  ] 
thither." 

"  Not  unfesa  the  cause  is  more  distiaetly 
to  me.  I  am  no  believer,  daroe^  in  thoae  n 
your  supernatural  poweia." 

"  You  shall  believe  in  them  ere  we . 
Noma.  "  As  yet  you  know  hot  little  of  mil 
you  know  more.  But  I  know  enoega  of 
could  convince  you  with  one  word  that  Ida 

"Convince  me,  theut"  said  Mertoim;  * 
I  am  aoconvinced,  there  is  fitUe  chanei  or  i 
ingyooroounsel." 

^Maik,  then,"  said  Noma,  "what Ik 
on  your  son's  score,  else  what  I  shall  i 
on  your  own  will  banish  every  other  th 
your  memory.  You  shall  go  to  the  apflvoi 
at  Kirkwall;  and,  on  Ihellfth  day  of  the 
shall  walk,  at  the  hour  of  noon,  in  the^ 
of  the  Cathedral  of  Saint  Magnaa,  and 
shall  meet  a  person  who  will  give  yw 
your  son." 

"  You  must  speak  more  distinctiy,d8ni^ 
Mertoun,  soominlly,  "ifyouhopetbati  "^ 
your  counsei.  I  have  been  fooled  m  . 
women,  but  never  so  grossiy  as  yoo  seem 
gull  me" 

"  Hearken,  then  f  said  the  old  womi 
word  whidi  I  speak  shall  touch  the  nesn 
thy  life,  and  thrill  thee  thiough  nerve  and 

Bo  saying,  she  whispereof  a  word  mio 
^r,  the  efleetof  which  seemed  abnost  dH 
remained  fixed  and  motionless  with  m 
waving  her  arm  slowly  alo^  with  an  s 
riority  and  triumph.  Noma  glided  from  n 
round  a  comer  of  the  ruins,  and  was  M 

Mertoun  ofiered  not  to  IbUow,  or  to 
"  We  flrfroraoor  ftite  in  vain  I"  he  said,  a 
to  recover  hnnself;  and  mraing,  he  left  ) 
the  desolate  ruins  with  their  cemetery.  Ai 
back  from  the  very  last  point  at  which  ^ 
was  visible,  he  saw  the  figure  of  Noma, 
her  mantle,  standing  on  die  very  sumnit  of 
tower,  and  stretchmg  out  in  the  sea-b« 
thing  which  resembled  a  white  pennon, 
feding  of  horror,  similar  to  that  excited 
words,  again  thrilled  through  his  bos( 
hastened  onwards  with  unwonted 
left  the  church  of  Saint  Nmian,  wi 
ftr  behind  him.  _^ 

Upon  his  arrival  at  Jsilaho^  tfaaaiMi^ 
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TBBrautK 


wM  m  gtem^  flMt  SwertMi  oonjec 

ignd  he  waa  about  to  ftll  into  one  at  those  fits  of 
jBtp  nelaneholr  which  ahe  termed  his  dark  hour. 

'^And  what  better  ooidd  be  «»zpeetod,"  thought 
Swertha,  "  when  ha  must  needs  go  irlnt  Noma  of 
jriie  Fitfiil-head,  when  she  was  in  the  haunted  Kirk 
iSaiot  RiDgan'er 

But  without  teetiiying  any  other  Sfrmptoms  of  an 
kted  mind,  than  that  of  deep  and  sullen  de- 


VliOB,  her  noaster  acouainted  her  witl 
I  go  to  the  Fair  of  Kirk  wall,— a  thing 


.  „    ,.  _  so  contrary  to 

•usoai  habits,  that  the  housekeeper  well  nigh  re- 
ad to  credit  her  eam  Shortly  after,  he  beara,  with 
itrent  indifierenoe,  the  accounts  returned  by  the 
ait  persons  who  had  been  sent  out  in  quest  of 
aunt,  by  sea  and  land,  who  all  of  them  returned 
at  any  tklings.  The  eaQanimitv  with  which 
vn  heard  the  report  of  their  bad  sqccobsi  eon- 
I  Swertha  still  more  firmly,  that  in  his  interview 
I  Noma*  that  issoe  had  been  predicfed  to  him  by 
^  sibyl  whom  he  had  consulted, 
ne  lownalnp  were  yet  more  smprised,  when  their 
iHteMn,  Mr.  Mertoon,  as  if  on  some  sudden  re- 
Uodon,  made  preparations  to  visit  Kirkwall  daring 
■t  Air,  althnimi  he  had  hitherto  SToided  sedulously 
H  mch  places  oi  public  resort  Swertha  puxtled  her* 
Mf  a  good  deal,  withoot  being  able  to  penetrate  this 
■fsiuii;  and  Taxed  herself  stul  more  oonoeroing  the 
laie  of  ner  young:  master.  But  her  concern  was  much 
*  by  the  deposit  of  a  sum  of  money,  seeming, 
moderate  in  itself,  a  treasure  in  her  eym, 

jr  aaasier  put  into  her  hands,  acquaintrng  tier 

tihs  same  time,  that  he  had  taken  his  passage  for 
Jskvali,  in  a  small  bark  bdonging  to  the  proprietor 
•fihiUaiidofModsa.  ^^ 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 

i«alsii|PBr  MM  WBpt,*~-ner  tcRtn  wors  ft  vpmt,^ 
Iknmtr  it  was  come,  and  she  Usought  it  content  i 
^--'       '  -  it  oociUmr,  bvt  her  eheUc  it  gnw  p«le^ 


eUtenuMit 
dataedroap' 


d,  Itka  a  lily  broke  down  Br  the  baiL 

ContinMatioK  tf  AuM  RM»  Qn^.^ 

Tn  condition  of  Minna  much  resembled  that  of 

viUaee  heroine  in  Lady  Lindsay's  beautiful  ballad. 

-  natural  finnness  of  mind  prevented  her  from  sink* 

under  themessum  of  the  horrible  sacreti  which 

nted  her  while  avmke^  and  was  yet  more  torment- 

.  durw  her  broken  and  harried  slumbers.    There 

Bogrietso  dieadful  as  that  which  we  dare  not  eom- 

~'~~ite,  and  in  which  we  can  neither  ask  nor  dc^re 

_  _^  _  hy  ;  and  when  to  this  is  added  the  burden  of  a 

iiilty  mvatery  to  an  mnooent  bosom,  there  is  little 

noader  tiuU.Miuna's  health  ahoukl  have  sunk  dnder 

iMraiden. 

[  To  the  firiends  around,  her  habits  and  manners^ 

Wff  her  tfSBpec^  seemed  altered  to  such  an  extra- 

pnaaiy  defgiee.  that  it  is  no  wonder  that  some  should 

ttveascribed  the  change  to  witchcraft,  and  some  to 

^>iri|annt  madness.    She  became  unable  to  bear  the 

Ij^itade  in  whwh  she  fiMrmeriy  delighted  to  spend  her 

fens;  yet  when  she  hunied  into  society,  it  wss  with- 

eiOier  joining  in,  or  attendini;  to,  what  paased. 

~illy  ahe  appeared  wrapped  m  sad,  and  evm 

abstraction,  until  her  attention  was  suddenly 

.  by  some  casual  mention  of  the  name  of  Cleve- 

«r  of  Bfordaunt  Mertoun,  at  wliibh  she  started, 

— ,  the  horror  of  one  who  sees  the  lighted  match 

Hpiisd  toe  charged  min&  andezpeets  to  be  instsntly 

Dived  m  the  efiects  pi  the  ezploskm.    And  when 

obeerved  that  the  discovery  was  not  yeX  made,  it 

^sofinr  from  being  a  eonsolation.  that  she  almost 

Jed  the  worst  were  known,  rathef  than  endure 

tflsotiniied  agonies  of  suspense. 

Icr  oonduec  towards  her  sister  was  so  variable, 

^^Ddbmily  so  painfid  to  the  kmd-hearted  Brenda, 

PM  it  seemed  to  all  aroond,  one  of  the  strongest  fea« 

Vti  of  her  malady.  Sometimes  Mimta  was  imp<>Med 

'  wiKk  her  sister's  company,  as  if  by  the  conscious- 

*R  H  worth  white  nrinir,  that  this  motto,  and  the  eeeri^ 

faerthe  beaHttfal  baHad  ftmn  which  it  is  taken  tii  the  Rifht 

JjBiable  Ladr  Ann  Undsay»  oocariooed  Uie  Jngasiow  as- 

•^Wff  ackntfwiedraent  of  the  ballad,  of  which  the  Editor, 

ktt  


nesB-Qiat  they  were  common  snfl^rers  by  a  misfor- 
tune of  which  she  herself  alone  could  grasp  the  extenti 
and  then  suddenly  the  feeling  of  the  injury  wbkdi 
Brenda  had  received  through  the  supposed  agency  of 
Cleveland,  made  her  unable  to  bear  her  presence,  and 
SlHI  less  to  endure  the  consolation  which  her  sister, 
mistaking  the  natufo  of  her  malady,  vainly  endea 
voured  to  administer.  Frequently,  also,  did  it  happen, 
that,  while  Brenda  was  imptonng  her  sister  to  take 
comfort,  she  incauiiouBly  touched  upon  some  subject 
which  thrilled  to  the  very  centre  of  her  soul ;  so  that, 
unable  to  conceal  her  agony,  Minna  would  rush  hastily 
frsm  the  apartment.  All  these  difierent  moods,  though 
they  too  much  resembled,  to  one  who  knew  not  their 
leal  source,  the  caprices  of  unkind  estrangemenL 
Brenda  endured  with  such  prevailing  and  unruffled 
gentleness  of  disposition,  that  Minna  was  fi-equently 
moved  to  shed  (foods  or  tean  upou  her  neck :  ana, 
perhaps^  the  moments  in  which  she  did  so,  though 
imbittered  by  the  recollection  that  her  fatal  secret 
eoncemed  the  destruction  of  Brenda's  happiness  as 
well  as  her  own,  were  stfll,  softened  as  they  were  bjr 
sisteriy  afiectkm,  the  most  endurable  moments  of  this 
most  miserable  neriod  of  her  life. 

The  effects  of  the  alternations  of  moping  melancholy, 
fearful  a^tatkm,  and  bunts  of  nenrous  feeling,  were 
soon  visible  on  the  poor  young  woman's  face  and 
person.  She  became  pale  and  emaciated;  her  eye 
net  the  steady  quiet  look  of  happiness  and  innoceno^ 
and  was  alternately  dim  and  wild,  as  she  waa  acted 
upon  by  a  general  feeling  of  her  own  distressful  condi- 
tion, or  bv  some  quicker  and  more  poignant  sense  of 
agony.  Her  very  features  seemed  to  cfaanze,  and 
become  sharp  and  eager,  and  her  voice,  whicn,  in  its 
ordinary  tones,  was  low  and  placid,  now  sometimes 
sunk  in  indistinct  mutterings,  and  sometimes  was 
raised  beyond  the  natural  key,  in  hasty  and  abnipt 
exclamanons.  When  in  company  with  others,  she 
was  sttHenly  silent,  and,  when  she  ventured  into  soli- 
tude, was  observed  (for  it  was  now  thought  very 
proper  to  watch  her  on  such  «ccasionB)  to  speaK 
much  to  herself. 

The  pharmacy  of  the  islands  was  in  vain  resorted  < 
to  by  Minna's  anxious  father.  Sages  of  both  sexes, 
who  knew  the  virtues  of  every  herb  which  drinks  the 
dew,  and  augmented  those  virtues  by  words  of  might, 
used  while  they  prepared  and  applied  the  medicines, 
were  attended  with  no  benefit ;  and  Mngnus,  in  the 
utmost  anxiety,  #as  at  last  induced  to  have  recourse 
to  the  advice  of  his  kinswoman.  Noma  of  the  Firful- 
bead,  although,  owing  to  circumstances  notictxl  in 
the  coarse  or  the  story,  there  was  at  this  time  some 
estrangement  between  them.  His  first  application 
was  in  vain.  Noma  was  then  at  her  usual  place  of 
residence,  upon  the  sea-coast  near  the  hcddlond 
irom  which  she  usually  took  her  designation ;  but 
although  Erie  Scambestcr  himself  brought  the  mes- 
sage, sne  refused  positively  to  see  him,  or  to  retura 
any  answer. 

Magnus  was  angry  st  the  slight  put  upon  his  mes- 
senger and  message,  but  his  anxiety  on  Minna's  ac- 
count, as  well  as  the  respect  which  he  had  lor  Noma's 
real  misfortunes  and  imputed  wisdom  and  power, 
prevented  him  from  indulging,  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, his  usual  irritability  of  disposition.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  determined  to  make  an  application  to  his 
kinswoman  in  his  own  person.  He  kept  his  purpose, 
however,  to  himself,  and  only  desired  his  daugntera 
to  be  in  readiness  to  attend  him  upon  a  visit  to  a  rela- 
tion whom  he  had  not  seen  for  some  time,  and  direct- 
ed them^  at  the  same  time,  to  cany  some  provisions 
along  with  them,  as  the  ionrney  was  distant,  and  they 
mwht  perhaps  find  theu-  friend  unprovided.  • 

Unaccustomed  to  ask  explanations  of  his  pleasure, 
and  hoping  that  exercise  and  the  amusement  of  such 
an  excursion  might  be  of  service  to  her  sister,  Brenda, 
upon  whom  allliousebold  and  family  chnrgcB  uow 
devolved,  caused  the  necessary  preparations  to  be 
made  for  the  expedition;  and,  on  the  next  morn- 
hig,  they  were  engnaed  in  tracing  the  long  and  te- 
dious course  of  beacn  and  of  moortand,  wnicli,  only 
varied  by  occasional  patches  of  oats  and  bnrley, 
where  a  tittle  ground  had  been  selected  for  cul|iva* 
tiun,  divided  Bm|{b  Westra  from  the  lorth-westcih 
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•Bitremitjr  of  the  nM]Dland,,(as  the  principal  island  is 
called,)  which  terminates  in  the  cape  called  Fitful- 
bead,  as  the  south-western  point  ends  in  the  cape  of 
SuniDurgh. 

On  they  went,  through  wild  and  over  wold,  the 
Cdallcr  besthdins  a  strong,  square-made^  well-har- 
relled  palfrey,  of  Norwegian  breed,  somewhat  taller, 
and  yet  ns  stout,  as  the  ordinary  ponies  of  the  coun- 
try ;  while  Mmna  end  Brendo,  famed,  amongst  other 
accomplishments,  for  their  horsemanship,  rode  two 
of  those  hardy  animals,  which,  bred  and  reared  with 
more  pains  than  is  usually  bestowed,  showed,  both 
by  the  neatness  of  their  form  and  their  activity,  that 
the  race,  so  much  and  so  carelessly  neglected^  is 
capable  of  being  improved  into  beauty  without  losing 
tny  thing  of  its  spirit  or  vigour.  They  were  attended 
oy  two  servants  on  horseback,  and  two  on  foot, 
■ecure  that  the  last  circumstance  would  be  no  delay 
to  their  journey,  because  a  great  part  of  the  wav  was 
so  rujfficd,  or  so  marshy,  that  the  horses  could  only 
move  at  a  foot  pace;  and  that,  whenever  they  met 
with  any  considerable  tract  of  hard  and  even  ground, 
they  had  only  to  borrow  from  the  nearest  nerd  of 
ponies  the  use  of  a  couple  for  the  accommodation  of 
these  pedestrians. 

Thcjourney  was  a  melancholy  one,  and  little  con- 
versation passed,  except  when  the  iJdaller,  pressed 
by  impatience  and  vexation,  urged  his  pony  to  a 
quidk  pace,  and  again,  recollectmo:  Minna's  weak 
state  of  health,  slackened  to  a  walk,  and  reiterated 
inquiries  how  she  felt  herself^  and  whether  the  fa- 
tigue was  not  too  much  for  her.  At  noon  the  partv 
baited,  and  partook  of  some  refreshment,  for  which 
they  had  made  ample  provision,  beside  a  pleasai^t 
spnng^  the  pureness  of  whose  waters^  however,  did 
not  suit  the  udaller's  palatei  until  gualtfied  by  a  libe- 
ral addition  of  right  Nantz.  After  he  had  a  second, 
3'ea  and  a  third  time,  filled  a  large  silver  travelling- 
curs  embossed  witKa  €rcrman , Cupid  smoking  a  pipe, 
and  a  German  Bacchus  emptying  his  flnsk  down  the 
throat  of  a  bear,  he  began  lo  become  more  talkative 
than  vexation  had  permitted  him  to  be  during  the 
early  part  of  their  jonmey,  and  thus  addressed  hie 
r  daughters;—' 

"Well,  children,  we  are  within  a  league  or  two  of 
Noma's  dwelling,  and  we  shall  soon  see  how  the  old 
spelt-mutterer  will  receive  us." 

Minna  interrupted  her  father  with  a  faint  exdama* 
rion,  while  Brenda,  surprised  to  a  great  degree^  ex- 
claimed, "Is  it  then  to  Noma  that  we  are  to  make 
this  visit  1— Heaven  forbid  J" 

"And  wherefore  should  Heaven  forbid?"  said  the 
Udallcr,  knitting  his  brows {  "wherefore,  I  woukl 
gladly  know,  should  Heaven  forbid  me  to  visit  my 
kinswoman,  whose  skill  may  be  of  use  to  your  sister, 
if  any  woman  in  Zetland,  or  man  either,  can  be  of 
service  to  her  1— You  are  a  fool,  Brenda,— your  sister 
has  more  sense.— Choer  up,  Minna !— thou  wert  ever 
wont  to  like  her  songs  and  stories,  and  used  to  hang 
about  her  neck,  when  little  Brenda  cried  and  ran 
from  her  like  a  Spanish  merchantman  from  a  Dutch 
caper."* 

''I  wish  she  may  not  frighten  me  as  much  to-day, 
father,"  replied  Brenda,  desirous  of  indulging  Minna 
in  her  taciturnity,  and  at  the  same  time  to  amuse  her 
father  bv  sustaining  the  conversation;  "  I  have  heard 
so  murh  of  her  dwelling,  that  I  am  rather  alarmed 
at  the  thous;ht  of  going  there  uninvited." 

"Thou  art  a  fool,"  said  Magnuji,  "to. think  that  a 
visit  from  her  kinsfolks  can  ever  come  amiss  to  a 
kind,  hearty,  Ilialtland  heart,  like  my  cousin  Nor- 
nn's.— And  now,  I  ihuik  on't,  I  will  be  swom  that  is 
the  reason  why  she  would  not  receive  Eric  Scambea- 
tcr !— It  is  many  a  long  day  since  I  have  seen  her 
chimney  Qmoke.  and  I  have  never  carried  you  thither. 
Sho  liatn  indeed  some  right  to  call  me  unkind.  But  I 
will  tell  her  the  truth—and  that  w^  that  though  such 
be  the  fashion,  I  do  not  think  it  is  fav  or  honest  to 
rat  up  the  substance  of  lone  women-folks,  as  we  do 
that  of  our  brother  Udallers,  when  we  roll  about  from 
liouse  to  house  in  the  winter  season,  until  we  gather 
like  a  snowball,  and  eat  op  all  wherever  we  oome." 

*  A  liffht-snned  traaal  of  the  MvastMntlt  oratary,  adsptad 
lir  privatiMoac,  aad  amch  and  by  dM  Daicb. 


•"  Thera  is  no  fear  «r  oar  puttms 
ess  just  now,"  replied  Brenda,^* 
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tress  just  now,"  replied  Brenda,^* for  I  have  annJi 
provisran  of  every  tmng  that  we  can  poeabiT  need^ 
fish,  and  bacon,  and  salted  mutton,  and  dried gew- 
more  than  we  could  eat  in  a  week,  beaides  enoqgh  ol 
honor  for  you.  father."  . 

^' Rights  right,  my  girl  I"  aaid  the  UdaUer;  **%  mD- 
fonnd  ahip  makes  a  merry  Toyage— «o  we  ahaU  oiilr 
want  the  kindneaa  of  Noma's  roof;  and  a  little  b«^ 
ding  for  you ;  for,  as  to  royseii^  my  aea-closlL  aad 
honest  dry  boards  of  Norway  deal,  suit  nis  mm 
than  your  eider-down  cushions  and  mattressn.  Si 
that  Noma  will  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing aiwiiki 
out  havitig  a  stiver's  worth  of  trouble." 

"I  wish  she  may  think  it  a  pleasure^  air,"  m/Bti 
Brenda. 

"  Why,  what  does  the  girl  mean,  m  thenameof  lb 
Martyrr'  replied  Magnua  Trail ;  "dost thou  thnkaf 
kinswoman  is  aiieatnefl.  who  will  not  rqoiee  low 
her  own  flesh  and  bkK>d  1—1  would  I  were  ai  wmd 
a  good  year's  fishing  t— No,  no  1 1  only  fear  we  vt 
find  her  from  home  at  present,  for  ahe  is  ote  a 
wanderer,  and  all  with  thinking  over  ranch  oankl 
can  never  be  helped." 

Minna  sighed  deeply  as  her  father  apoke^  andMi 
Udaller  went  on :—  ■ 

*'DoBt  thou  sigh  at  that,  my  girl  1— why, 'tiiW: 
fault  of  half  the  world— let  it  never  be  thine  9^ 
Minna."  ^ 

Another  auppmaaed  sigh  intimated  that  theoaH 
came  too  late. 

"  I  believe  you  are  afraid  of  my  cooib  as  iphS 
Brenda  is,"  said  the  Udaller,  gazing  on  her  pale  M^ 
tenance ;  "  if  ao,  apeak  the  word,  and  we  will  nM 
back  again  as  if  we  had  the  wind  on  ourqaaiteitiH 
were  running  fifteen  knota  by  the  line." 

**Do  for  Heaven's  sake,  sister,  let  os  retamfw 
Brenda,  imploringly ;  "  you  know— you  remenbir* 
you  must  be  well  aware  t^iat  Noma  candoDam^ti| 
help  you."  J 

"It  is  but  too  tme,"  said  Minna,  in  a  stmnj 
voice ;  "but  I  know  not— she  may  answer  a  QdmM' 
—a  question  that  only  the  misereiDle  dareaMoflM 
miaerable." 

"Nay,  my  kinswoman  is  no  miser,"  answemw 
Udaller,  who  only  heard  the  beginning  of  the  Mi}  '■ 
"  a  good  income  she  has.  both  in  Omiiey  sad  h^i 
and  many  a  fair  lispond  of  butter  is  paid  to  her.  Mj 
the  DOor  have  the  beat  ahare  of  it,  and  abaraemP 
Zetlander  who  begrudges  them ;  the  rest  ehajMll 
I  vyot  not  how,  in  her  journeys  through  the  iiiaAl 
But  you  will  laugh  to  see  her  house,  and  rf  ici  Strag' 
for,  whom  she  calls  Paeolet— many  folks  think  ruK 
is  the  devil ;  but  he  is  flesh  and  blood,  like  aor  of  • 
—his  father  lived  in  Gremaay.— 1  shall  begbdloM* 
Nick  again."  ,      .    ., 

While  the  Udaller  thus  ran  on,  Braida,  wboii 
recompense  for  a  leas  portx>n  of  imaginauon  thaa  m 
sister,  was  gifted  with  sound  common  senae,  ivii*^ 
bating  with  herself  the  probable  eflect  of  this  wyg 
her  sitter's  health.  She  came  finally  to  tbe  nwr 
tionof  8|>eaking  with  her  father  aaide,  upon  (beBW 
occasion  which  their  journey  ahould  afibrd.  Tog 
she  determined  to  commnnicate  the  whole  paitiaM 
of  their  nocmrnal  interview  with  Noiiia,--»  ]J"B 
among  other  agitating  cansea,  she  attnboM  w^ 
presabn  of  Minna'a  spirits,— and  then  make  mjJJ 
the  judge  ^  hether  he  ought  to  persist  to  bit  ^^\^ 
person  so  singular,  and  expoae  his  daDgbter  ip  aow 
shock  whkh  ner  nerves  might  possibly  leoei^  ^ 
the  interview.  -aJ 

Just  ss  she  had  arrived  at  this  ooncMoa,  H<r  b^ 
dashing  the  crumba  from  hie  laced  ^^^s^^'V^  J 


hand,  and  receiving  with  the  other  a  *>«!;*J23 
brandy  and  water,  drank  devoutly  to  (he  mmow^ 
their  voyage,jBnd  ordered  all  to  be  in  resdiiwtf;^ 
saddling  thctf  im 
contrived  to  maWiP 
to  speak  withjij" 


voyage  an 

forward.  Whilst  they  were  i 
Brenda,  Mnth  some  difficulty,  i 
father  understand  ahe  wished  w  "f*— ,:y iw  «sa 
private— no  small  surpriae  to  the  honest  u<»|^;^ 
though  aecret  aa  the  grave  in  the  .'Wjp'vy^ 
where  he  considered  secrecy  as  ,of  i°V<''!P?2.  liE 
80  far  from  practising  mystery  in  ge"^j  wUm 
most  unportant  aflairs  were  often  oiscoiiM  of 
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Mgdr  io  pretenot  «f  Hit  whole  fiunik,  lervants  in- 

Bat  far  giteter  was  bis  aatonishment,  when,  remain* 
inff  purposely  with  his  dauj^htisr  Brenda.  a  little  in  the 
vake,  as  be  termed  it,  of  tbe  other  riaera.  he  heard 
tbe  whole  account  of  IVorna*s  visit  to  Burg^-Westra, 
ind  of  the  oooimunication  with  which  she  had  then 
astounded  bis  dangfaters.  For  a  lone  time  he  could 
Btter  nothing  but  intenectiona,  and  ended  with  a 
iSousand  curses  on  his  Rinswoman's  folly  in  telling 
im  daughters  such  a  history  of  horror. 

"I  have  often  heard/*  said  the  Udaller,  "  that  she 
vas  quite  mad,' with  all  her  wiadoni,  and  all  her 
knowledge  of  the  seasons  i  and,  by  the  bones  of  my 
Dunesake,  the  Martyr,  I  begin  now  to  believe  it  m^oet 
iflBoredly !  I  know  no  more  how  to  steor  than  if  I 
had  lost  my  compass.  Had  I  known  this  beiore  we 
act  oat,  I  think  1  had  remained  at  home ;  but  now 
that  we  have  come  so  far,  and  that  Noma  expects 
•" 

"Expects  us,  father!**  said  Brenda;  "how  can 
that  be  possible?**  \ 

"Why,  that  I  know  not— bat  she  that  can  tell 
how  the  wind,  is  to  blow,  can  tell  which  way  we  are 
deaigning  to  ride.  She  must  not  be  provokeu ;— per- 
baaa  she  has  done  my  family  this  ill  for  the  words  I 
bad  with  her  about  that  lad'Mordaunt  Mertoan,  and 
if  10.  she  can  undo  it  again :— and  so  she  shall,  or  I 
viB-know  the  cause  wnereiore.  But  I  will  try  £air 
wnla  first." 

Finding  it  thus  settled  that  they  were  to  go  forward, 
Bttoda  endeavoured  next  to  learn  from  her  father 
irltftber  Noma's  tale  was  founded  in  reality.  He 
diMk  bis  head,  groaned  bitterly,  and^  in  a  few  words. 

adnvledged  that  the  whole,  so  far  as  ooncemou 

Mrininaie  with  a  stranger,  and  her  father's  death,  of 

wUckflie  became  tbe  accidental  and  most  innocent 

caaM^vaa  a  matter  of  sad  and  indisputable  truth. 

'Far her  ijifant,"  he  aaid,  "he  could  never,  by  any 
mnn,  learn  what  became  of  it." 

"Her  infant  r*  exclaimed  Brenda ;  " she  spoke  not 
I  word  of  her  infant  I" 

*Then  I  wish  my  tonmie  had  been  blistered,'*  said 
die  Udaller,  **  when  I  told  you  of  it  1— I  see  that,  young 
tad  ol(L  a  man  baa  no  better  chance  of  keeping  a 
facret  from  you  women,  than  an  eel  to  keep  himself 
B  hm  hold  when  he  is  sniggled  with  a  loop  ^f  horse- 
iMir-aoooer  or  later  the  fisher  teases  him  out  of  his 
kol&  when  he  has  once  the  noose  round  his  neck." 

"But  the  infant^  my  father,'*  said  Brenda,  still  in- 
Mating  on  the  particulars  of  this  extraordinary  story, 
"what  became  of  it?" 

**  Carried  off,  I  fancy,  by  the  blackguard  Vaughan,** 
nawered  tlie  Udaller,  vnth  a  gruff  accent,  which 
plainly  betokened  how  weary  he  was  of  the  subject. 

*  By  Vaughan?"  said  Brenda,  "the  lover  or  poor 
nornaL  doubtless  !~whnt  sort  of  man  was  he,  father?" 
Why.  much  Uke  other  men,  I  fancy,'*  answered 
the  UdalUr ;  "  I  never  saw  him  in  my  nie.— He  kept 
eompanv  with  the  Scottish  families  at  Kirkwall;  and 
I  with  the  good  old  Norsa  foikr-Ah  t  if  Noma  had 
aylt  always  amongst  her  own  kin,  and  not  kept 
Mpsny  with  her  Scottish  acquaintance,  she  would 
lave  known  nothing  of  Vaughan,  and  things  might 
have  been  otherwise— But  then  I  should  have  known 
■Mning  of  your  blessed  mother,  Brenda— and  that,*' 
■a  said,  his  Urge  blue  eyes  shining  with  a  tear, 

wonkl  have  saved  me  a  short  joy  and  a  long  3or- 

"ffoma  could  but  ill  have  supplied  my  mother*s 
paK  to  you^  father,  as  a  companion  ond  a  friend— 
■M  »,  judfong^  from  all  I  have  heard,**  said  Brenda, 
^n  some  hesitation.  But  Magnua,  softened  by  re- 
Vseetions  of  his  beloved  wife,  answered  her  with 
*Jia  indulgence  than  ahe  expected. 

I  would  have  been  oonteiit,**  he  said,  **to  have 
2^  Noma  at  that  time.  Jt  would  have  been  the 
■pcnngof  an  old  quarrel— the  healintfof  an  old  sore. 
Voor  blood  relations  wished  it,  and.  situated  as  I 
fjV^'P^i^lly  not  having  seen  your  blessed  mother, 
^hu  little  will  to  oppose  their  counsels.  You  must 
M  judge  of  Norna  or  of  me  by  such  an  appearance 
2*"B  now  present  to  you— She  was  youns  and  beau- 
^Ut  and  I  gamesome  as  a  HigbUoo  budi,  and  little 


daring  what  haven  I  na4e  for,  having  aa  1 1 ^ 

more  than  one  under  my  lee.  But  Noma  prefei„_ 
this  man  Vaughan,  and,  as  I  told  yoQ  before,  it  was. 
perhapa,  the  best  kindness  she  could  have  done  to  me.*' 

** Ah,  poor  kinswoman!'*  said  Brenda.  **But  be- 
lieve you,  father,  in  the  high  powers  which  she  olaimp 
—in  the  mysterious  vision  of  the  dwarf— in  the" 

She  was  intermpted  in  these  9ue8tions  by  Magnua, 
to  whom  they  were  obviously  displeasing. 

"I  believe,  Brenda,'*  he  said,  ''according  to  the 
belief  of  my  forefathers— I  pretend  ndt  to  be  a  wiser 
man  than  they  were  in  their  time.— and  they  all 
believed  that,  iti  cases  of  gn^at  worldly  distress,  Pro- 
vidence opened  the  eyes  of  the  mind,  anji  afibrded  the 
suflerers  a  vision  of  futurity.  It  was  but  a  trimming 
of  the  boat,  with  reverence,  *— here  he  touched  his  hat 
reverentially  i  "and,  afier  all  the  shifting  of  ballast, 
poor  Noma  is  as  heavily  loaded  in  the  bows  as  ever 
was  an  Orkncyman's  yawl  at  the  dog-fishing— she 
has  more  than  affliction  enough  on  board  to  balance 
whatever  gifts  she  may  have  had  in  the  midst  of  her 
calamity.  They  are  as  painful  to  her,  poor  soul,  as  a 
crown  of  thorns  would  be  to  her  brows,  though  it 
were  the  badge  of  the  empire  of  Denmark.  And  do 
not  you,  Brenda,  seek  to  be  wiser  than  your  fathers. 
Vour  sister  Minna,  before  she  was  so  il},  nad  as  much 
reverence  for  whatever  was  produced  m  Norse,  as  if 
it  had  been  in  the  Pope's  bull,  which  is  all  written  in 
pure  Latin.*' 

"  Poor  Noma  f*  repeated  Brenda ; "  and  her  child— 
was  it  never  recovered  ?*' 

"What  do  1  know  of  her  child,**  sakl  the  Udaller, 
more  gruffly  than  before,  "except  that  she  waa  very 
ill,  both  before  and  after  the  birth,  though  we  kept 
her  as  merry  as  we  could  with  pipe  and  harp,  and  so 
forth ;— the  child  had  come  before  iia  time  mto  thia 
bustling  world,  so  it  is  likely  it  has  been  long  dead.— 
But  you  know  nothing  of  a)!  these  matters,  Brenda ; 
so  get  along  for  a  foolish  girl,  and  ask  no  more  quea- 
tions  about  what  it  does  not  become  you  to  inquire 
into.** 

So  saying,  the  Udaller  gave  his  sturdy  little  palfrey 
the  spur,  and  cantering  forward  over  rough  and 
smooth,  while  the  pony's  accuracy  and  firmneaa  oc 
step  put  all  difficuhies  of  the  path  at  secure  defiance^ 
he  placed  himself  soon  by  the  side  of  the  raelanclioly 
MinnSj  and  permitted  her  sister  to  have  no  farther 
share  m  his  conversation  than  as  it  waa  addressed  to  ' 
them  jointly.  She  could  but  comfort  herself  with 
the  hope,  that,  as  Minna's  disease  appeared  to  have 
its  scat  in  the  imaifination,  the  remedies  recom- 
mended by  Noma  might  have  some  chance  of  heine 
effectual,  since,  in  all  probability,  they  would  be  ao- 
dressed  to  the  same  facultv. 

Their  way  had  hitherto  neld  chiefly  over  moss  and 
moor,  varied  occnsionally  by  the  necessity  of  making 
a  circuit  around  the  heads  of  those  long  lagoons, 
called  voes,  which  run  up  into  and  indent  tJie  coun- 
try in  such  a  manner,  that,  though  the  Mainland  of 
Zetland  may  be  thirty  miles  or  more  in  bngth,  there 
is  perhaps,  no  part  of  it  which  is  more  than  three 
miles  distant  from  the  salt  water.  But  they  had  now 
approached  the  nortli-wcstern  exh'cmity  of  the  isle, 
and  travcllod  along  the  top  of  an  immense  ridge  of 
rocks,  which  had  wr  azpB  withstood  the  rage  of  the 
Northern  Oceaht  and  oi  all  the  winds  by  wuich  it  is 
buflettod. 

At  length  exclaimed  Magnus  to  his  daughters, 
"  There  is  Noma's  dweniijgl— Look  np,  Minna,  my 
love ;  for  if  this  does  not  make  you  laugh,  nothing 
will.— Saw  you  ever  nny  thing  but  an  osprey  that 
would  have  made  such  a  nest  for  himself  as  that  ist 
—By  my  namesake's  bones,  there  is  not  the  like  of  it 
that  living  thing  ever  dwelt  in,  (having  no  wings  and 
the  use  or  reason,)  unless  it  chanced  to  be  the  l<Tswa 
Stack  off  Papa,  where  the  King's  daughter  of  Nor 
way  was  shut  up  to  keep  her  from  her  lovers— and  all 
to  fittlc  purpose,  if  the  tale  be  true:*  for,  maidens,  I 
would  have  you  to  wot  that  it  is  hard  to  keep  flax 
from  the  lowe."t 

*  Tlie  Trawa  Suek,  or  Maiden-Ro«k.  an  iMCMiaibIa  clifC 
dividftd  by  a  oarrow  fulf  from  tlw  Inland  uf  Pa|Ni«  lianonUia 
niimnit  ■oma  mint,  Aunueraint  wbicJt  Umi«  m  a  aavud  Msiilat 
totlmt  Af  t>ftiir' 
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CHAPTER  XXVII. 

Thriee  from  ti\o  cavern'i  darkioaM  womb 

Her  ffroaninr  voice  •row ; 
And  coow,  my  dAochter,  fearleie  eontt 

And  fteriaM  tell  tJij  woeei 

Thi  dwelling,  of  Nornaf  though  none  but  a  native 
of  Zetland,  familiar,  during  his  whole  life,  with  every 
▼ariety  of  rock-acenery,  could  have  aeen  any  thine 
ludicrous  in  this  situation,  was  not  unaptly  compared 
by  Magnus  Troil  to  the  eyry  of  the  osprey,  or  sea- 
tagle.  It  was  very  small,  and  had  been  fabricated 
out  of  one  of  those  dens  which  are  called  Burghs  and 
Picts-houses  in  Zetland,  and  Duns  on  the  mainland 
o(  Scotland  and  the  Hebrides,  and  which  seem  to  be 
the  first  efibrt  at  architecture— the  connecting  link 
betwixt  a  fox's  hole  in  a  cairn  of  loose  stones,  and  an 
Uttempt  to  construct  a  human  habitation  out  of  the 
same  materials  without  the  use  of  lime  or  cement  of 
any  kind^— without  any  timber,  so  far  as  can  be  seen 
from  thew  remains,— without  any  knowledge  of  the 
arch  or  of  the  stair.  Such  as  they  are.  however,  the 
numerous  remains  of  these  dwellings— for  there  is  one 
found  on  every  headland,  islet,  or  point  of  vantage, 
'  which  oouKi  afford  the  inhabitants  additional  means 
of  defence— tend  to  prove  that  the  remote  people  by 
whom  these  Burghs  were  constructed,  were  a  nu- 
merous race,  and  that  the  islands  had  then  a  much 
greater  population,  than,  from  other  circumstances, 
we  might  have  been  led  to  anticipate. 

The  Burgh  of  which  we  at  present  speak  had  been 
altered  anorepaired  at  a  later  period,  probably  by  some 
lietty  despot,  or  sea-rover,  who,  tempted  by  the  secu- 
rity of  the  situation,  which  occupied  the  whole  of  a 
projecting  point  of  rock,  and  was  divided  from  the 
mam  land  by  a  rent  or  chasm  of  some  depth,  had 
built  some  additions  to  it  in  the  rudest  style  of  Gothic 
defensive  architecture;— had  plastered  the  inside  with 
lime  and  clay,  and  broken  out  windows  for  the  ad- 
mission of  light  and 'air;  and,  finally,  by  roofing  it 
over,  and  dividing  it  into  stories,  by  meiins  of  beams 
of  wreck- wood,  had  converted  the  whole  into  a  tower, 
resembling  a  pyramidicnl  dovecot,  formed  by  a  double 
wall,  still  containing  within  its  thickness  that  set  of 
cirenJar  galleries,  or  concentric  rings^  which  is  proper 
Uf  all  the  forts  of  this  primitive  construction,  and 
which  seem  to  have  constituted  the  only  shelter  which 
they,  were  originally  qualified  to  afibrd  to  their  shiver- 
mginhabitants.* 

This  singular  habitation,  built  out  of  the  looee  stones 
which  lay  scattered  around,  and  exposed  for  ages  to 
the  vicissitudes  of  the  elements,  was  as  gray,  weather- 
beaten,  and  wasted,  as  the  rock  on  which  it  was 
founded,  and  from  which  it  could  not  easily  be  dis- 
tinsuished.  so  completely  did  it  resemble  in  colour, 
ana  so  little  did  it  difler  in  regularity  of  shape,  from  a 
^nnacle  or  fragment  of  the  chfl!*. 

Minna's  habitual  indifference  to  all  that  of  late  had 
passed  around  her,  was  for  a  moment  suspended  by 
the  sight  of  an  abode,  which,  at  another  and  happier 
perioo  of  her  life  would  have  attracted  at  once  tier 
curiosity  and  her  wonder.    Even  now  she  seemed  to 

oaed  to  have 
dencribed  in 
jdition  Ar 
Mtlwre 


*The  Pictith  Bnrffh,  a  fort  whicli  Noma  ii  mppoaed  to  have 
Mmverfed  into  her  dwellinr-hoiiae,  ha*  bwen  Ailljr  dencril 
le  Note*  upon  Ivanlioe,  vol.  ii.  p.  197,  of  tliia  edition 


aceonot  of  tlie  celebrated  CasUe  of  Moeaa  is  Chore  fiven,  to 
aflbrd  an  opportunltjr  of  comparing  it  with  Uie  fiaxon  CatUe  of 
Conininburf  li.  It  aliould.  however,  have  been  mentioned,  that 
the  Ca'atie  of  Mouse  underwent  eonaidcrable  repaira  at  a  eom- 
fumXhvlf  icoenc  perloA  Aeeordinffy  Torteaa  aaanret  ua,  Uiat 
eveo  Uiii  ancient  pifeon-hoiiae.  oompcieed  of  dry  eionea,  wee 
fbrtiflealion  enoufii,  not  indeed  to  hold  out  a  tea  reers'  <ieie, 
like  Trojr  in  eimilar  etreumatannea,  but  to  wear  out  the  patience 
of  the  beeiefvri.  Eriand.  the  aon  of  Rarokl  Clie  Fkirapoken. 
tMia  earned  off  a  beauUAil  woman,  tlie  oaotlwr  of  a  Norweriun 
eari.  alao  called  Harold, and  »heliered  bimealf  with  hie  ftir  prixe 
m  the  CMtle  of  Moiua.  Earl  Rarold  fotlowed  wiUi  an  army. 
«mI,  flndhif  the  place  too  stvong  for  aanult,  endeavoored  to 
atdoee  it  by  (hmioe ;  but  raeh  waa  the  Idhgth  of  U>e  eiofe,  that 
the  ofltoded  Earl  found  it  oeceaMry  lo  listen  to  a  traaty  of  ne- 
rommodaiion,  and  agreed  that  hia  moU^r's  Uonour  should  be 
rettoivd  by  marriage.  This  tnuisaclioii  took  place  in  the  begin- 
-'-|  of  Hie  thirteenth  century,  in  tlie  reign  of  William  the  Lion 


feel  interest  as  she  gazed  upoii  ibis  singular  reticit, 
and  recollected  it  was  that  of  certain  ipisery  anii|vo> 
bable  insanity,  connected,  as  its  inhabitants  asserUi^ 
and  Minna's  faith  admitted,  with  power  over  die  de- 
ments, and  the  capacity  of  intercourse  with  the  isriii 
ble  worid. 

"Our  kinswoman,"  she  muttered,  "baa  chosen lier 
dwelling  well,  with  no  more  of  earth  than  s  Mi- 
fowl  might  rest  upon,  and  all  around  sightless  tem- 
pests and  raging  waves.  Despair  and  magiol  pt^ 
could  not  have  a  filter  residence." 


sometimes,^  to  her  great  terror,  approacheii  to  ttie  verge 
of  the  precipice ;  so  that,  Zetlander  as  she  was,  lod 
confident  as  she  liad  reason  to  be,  in  the  steaduMH 
and  sagacity  of  the  sure-footed  pony,  she  could  kvo 
suppress  an  inclination  to  giddiness,  especially  it  one 
point,  when,  being  foremost  of  the  party,  and  tuniox 
a  shaip  angle  of  the  rock,  her  feet,  as  they  projected 


«»r  8eoUasd.»  It  ie  prcbable  that  the  imprevementa  adopted 
^  Eriand  on  this  occasion,  were  those  which  floiehed  the  par*- 
pat  of  the  castle,  by  making  it  project  outwards,  ao  th#t  Uw 
lower  of  iroasanther  rssemMetthe  fifine  of  a  dice-box,  wbero- 
•a  others  of  the  same  kind  have  Uie  fbrm  of  a  truncated  cone. 
It  IB  easy  lo  see  how  the  projecUon  of  the  higbast  parapet 
would  render  the  defeuoe  more  ei  '  "^  ^  ' 
•  Bm  TorfW  OnadoB,  p.  isi. 


from  the  sicfe  of  the  nony,  hung  for  an  instant  iheer 
over  the  ledge  of  the  precipioe,  so  that  there  vti 
nothing  save  empty  spsce betwixt  the  sole  of  heribf 
and  the  white  fbem  ot  the  vexed  ocean,  which  daiM 
howled,  and  foamed,  five  hundred  feet  below.  ^ 
would  have  driven  a  maiden  of  another  country  iM 
delirium,  gave  her  but  a  momentary  uneaauHik 
which  was  instantly  lost  m  the  hope  that  die  ifr 
pression  which  the  sc^ne  appeared  to  make  on  kr 
sister's  imagination  might  be  favourable  to  herein. 

She  could  not  help  looking  back  to  see  howMintt 
should  pass  the  point  of  peni,  which  she  hersdf  U 
just  rounded  ;  and  could  near  the  strong  voice  of  th 
Udalier,  though  to  him  such  roush  paths  were  ten- 
liar  as  the  smooth  sea-beach,  call,  fn  a  tone  of  mow 
anxietvj  "Take  heed,  jarto,"»  as  Minna,  witfc  so 
eager  look,  dropped  her  bridle,  and  stretched  formn 
her  arms,  and  even  her  body,  over  the  precipice,  ia 
the  attitude  of  the  wild  swan,  when  balanciDsiticl( 
and  spreading  its  broad  pinions,  it  prepares  toinndi 
from  the  cliflTupon  the  bosom  of  the  winds.  Brtodi 
felt,  at  that  instant,  a  pang  of  unutterable  umt 
which  4eft  a  strong  hnpression  on  her  nerves,  evoi 
when  relieved,  as  it  instantly  was,  by  her  sisterKW- 
vering  herself  and- sitting  upright  in  her  saddle,  |M 
opportunity  and  temptation  (if  she  felt  it)  piniiV 
away,  as  the  quiet  steady  animal  which  siiuported  W 
rounded  the  projecting  angle,  and  turned  its  ptttest 
and  firm  step  from  the  verge  of  the  precipice.        . 

They  now  attained  a  more  levd  and  open  f^« 
ground,  being  the  fiat  top  of  an  isthmus  of  projectiiif 
rock,  narrowing  again  towards  a  point  where  it  v« 
terminated  by  the  chasm  which  separated  the  otJJ 
peak,  or  9taekt  occupied  by  Noma's  habitation,  W« 
the  main  ridge  of  cliff  and  precipice.  This  niHnl 
fosse,  which  seemed  to  have  been  the  work  of  woM 
convulsion  of  nature,  was  deep,  dark,  and  irregiiwi 
narrower  towards  the  bottom,  which  could  not  beds* 
tinctly  seen,  and  widest  at  top,  having  the  >PP«f 
ance  as  if  th'at  part  of  the  cliff  occupied  by  thelw 
ittg  had  been  half  rent  away  from  the  isthmiu  wpg 
it  terminated,~anidea  favoured  by  the  angle  at  ^IW 
it  seemed  to  recede  from  the  land,  and  lean  towiiv 
the  sea,  vrith  the  building  which  crowned  it.      ^^ 

This  angle  of  projection  was  so  considerate, JW 
it  requiredrecoUeciion  to  dispel  the  idea  that  die  ijjj 
so  much  removed  Iroin  the  perpendicular,  wiMWJ! 
to  precipitate  itself  seaward,  with  its  old  tower:  m 
a  timorous  person  would  have  been  afiaid  topattw 
upon  it,  lest  an  addition  of  weight,  so  inoonsioertw 
as  that  of  the  human  body,  should  hasten  team 
trophe  which  seemed  at  every  instant  impending. 

Without  troubfing  himself  about  such  f«ni?*^2J 
Udalier  rode  towards  the  tower,  and  theie  dmtMWiJ 
ing  along  with  his  daughters,  gave  <b£P®*|i''2 
charge  to  one  of  their  domestics,  with  direciioni  w 
disencumber  tliem  of  their  burdens,  and  turn  ^^J^ 
for  rest  and  refreshment  upon  the  nearest  li*V*j7tJ! 
done,  they  approached  the  gate,  which  ■«J"~ /J 
meriy  to  have  been  connected  with  the  wnd  brj  «*" 
drawbridge,  some  of  the  apparatus  of  whicn  wj 
I  Btill  visibte.    But  the  rest  had  been  long  demolin:* 


Cbftr.  zxvmj 


tad  was  nplaeed  by  •  BMknin  fiMtbndge,  formed 
of  Imrrel-BtBves  covered  with  tiu£  fenr  narrow  and 
ledgelew,  and  supported  by  a  sartof  arch,  conatructed 
out  of  the  jaw-bones  of  the  whale.  Along  ihis  "  brigff 
of  dread"  the  Udaiier  stepped  with  hif  naoal  portly 
jeaty  of  strtd&  which  threatened  Ue  demolition 
[  his  owp  at  the  same  time  j  his  daughters  trode 
B  lightly  and  more  safely  after  hnn,  aod  the  whole 
party  stoocf  before  the  bw  and  nigged  portal  of  Noi^ 

Bo'a  habitation.  „    .  x 

'  If  ahe  ahouU  be  abroad  after  alV'  mid  Nagnoa, 
a*  he  plied  the  blaidL  oaken  door  with  repeated  blows  i 
— **  but  if  so,  we  wilLat  least  lie  by  a  day  for  her  re- 
tain, and  make  Nick  Stnunp£Br  pay  (he  demuirage  in 
bland  and  brandy."  ,      ,        .^ 

Am  be  moke,  the  door  opened,  and  displayed,  to  tbe 
alarm  of  Brenda,  and  the  suipnse  of  Minna  berael^  a 
a^aaie^nade  dwari;  about  four  feet  five  inchea  high, 
with  »  head  of  moat  portentous  size,  and  features 
eorreopondent-namely,  a  hu^B  mouth,*  tremendoua 
noaei  -with  laige  black  noatrila,  which  seemed  to  have 
beso  fliii  iiDwardss  blubber  tips  of  an  nnconacionable 
me,  and  bugs  wall-^reai  with  which  he  leered, 
aneered,  grinned^  and  goggled  on  theUdalleraa  anold 
aeqpmixitaoee,  without  utleni^  a  single  word.  The 
ysoQi^  women  oould  hardly  persuade  themselves  that 
they  did  not  see  before  their  eyea  the  very  .demon 
ttand,  who  made  such  a  distinguished  figure  in  Nor- 
na'a  legend.  Their  fether  went  on  addressing  this 
aaeoata  apparition  in  terma  of  such  condescending 
fnendahip  as  the  bettw  sort  apply  to  their  inferiora, 
vhen  they  wish,  fer  any  immofiate  purpoee,  to  con- 
cdiato  or  coax  them,— a  tone,  by  the  by,  which  gene- 
nAv  contains^  in  its  very  familiarity,  as  much  onence 
save  mere  direct  aaaumption  of  distance  and  supe- 


THBFIRASS; 

What!  my  Unawo] 


"^1 


.  Nick !  honest  Nick  P  said  the UdaUer,  "here 

yon  arcL  livelv  aihd  lovely  aa  Saint  Nicholaa  your 
auMaake.  when  he  is  carved  with  an  axe  for  the 
keadpiece  of  a  Dutch  dogger.  How-  doet  thou  do, 
Aick,  or  Pacolet,  if  you  like  that  better?  Nichohis, 
heie  are  ray  two  daughters,  nearly  as  handaome  aa 
tbvself  thou  aeest." 

Nick  grinned,  and  did  a  clumsy  obeisanoe  by  way 
of  courteay,  but  keot  hia  broad  miisshapea  person 
firmlv  pbaoBd  in  the  doorway. 

"  Daiwhiera,"  continued  the  Udaller,  who  seemed 
to  have  bis  leaaona  for  speaking  this  Cerberus  feir,  at 
loaat  aeoording  to  hia  own  notions  of  propitiation,— 
'thjais  Nick  Slrumpfer,  maidens,  whom  hia  mis- 
tnss  calla  Pacolet,  being  a  light-limbed  dwaril  aa  you 
oee^  like  him  that  wont  to  fiy  about,  like  a  ScaurU,  on 
hia  wooden  hobbyhorse,  m  the  oki  story-book  of 
Valentiae  and  Orson,  that  yen,  Hfinna,  used  to  read 
whilst  you  were  a  child.  I  aasure  you  he  can  keep  hia 
nistreaa'a  counaeL  and  never  told  one  of  her  secrets 
in  his  hfe— ha,  ha,  ha  T* 

The  ugiy  dwarf  grinned  ten  timea  wider  than  before^ 
wad  ahowed,  the  meaning  of  the  Udaller's  jest,  by 
epeniag  his  immense  jaws,  and  throwing  bank  hia 
head,  so  aaio  discover,  that,  in  the  immense  cavity  of 
his  mouth,  there  only  remained  the  email  ahnvelled 
Kmnant  <M  a  tongue,  capaMe^  perhaps,  of  aasisung 
him  m  swaUowing  nia  food,  but  unequal  to  the  ferm- 
atkm  of  articulate  aounds.  Whether  thia  organ  had 
I  curtailed  by  cruelty,  or  injured  by  disease,  it  waa 
.^nsible  to  guess;  bat  that  the  unfortunate  being 
bad  not  been  originally  dumb,  was  evident  from  bis 
ntainingl  the  aenae  of  hearing.  Having  made  this 
heirible  exhibition,  be  tepa^  the  Udalier^s  mirth  with 
ilond^  horrid,  and  disooniant lough,  which  had  aomo- 
dang  m  it  the  more  hideous  that  nis  mirth  aeemed  to 
be  excited  by  hia  own  misery.  The  sislera  looked  on 
eseh  other  m  silence  and  iear,  and  even  the  Udaiier 
aneared  diaoonoerted. 

'^And  bow  nowf  he  proceeded,  after  a  roinnte's 
mse.  "  When  didst  thou  wash  that  throat  of  thine, 
Aat  ia  about  the  width  of  the  Pentland  Frith,  with  a 
tt>  of  brandy  1  Ha,  Nick  1 1  have  that  with  me 
luich  ia  soand  stufii  boy,  ha  !** 

The  dwarf  bent  his  beetle-brows,  ehook  his  mi*- 


,  womaiv'  aaid  the  UdaUer,  onm- 

prohending  the  signal,  **  wul  be  axtgryl    Well,  aiMM  / 
have  a  flask  to  carouse  when  she  is  nom  home^  oU 
acquaintance;— lips  and  throata  may  a  wallow  theiigk 
they  cannot  apeak." 

Pacolet  griiined  a  grim  assent 

"And  now,^  aaid  the  Udaller,  ** stand  ont  oflhf 
way,  Pacolet,  and  let  me  carry  my  daughters  to  aso 
their  kinswoman.  By  the  bones  of  Saint  Magnoa.  if 
shall  be  a  good  tarn  m  thy  way !— nay.  never  ahako 
thy  head  man;  ferif  thy  miatieas  be  at  home,  seeker 
we  win.** 

The  dwarf  aaam  mtftnated  the  imposaibilrty  of  their 
being  admitted,  partly  by  ngns,  partly  by  mnmbttnir 
aome  uncouth  and  most  disagreeable  sonnda,  and  tho 
UdaHer'a  mood  began  to  arise. 

"Tittle  tattle,  manf*  saM  he;  "tronble  not  qm 
with  thy  gibberish,  but  stand  out  of  the  way,  and  fho 
blame,  vf  there  be  any,  shall  rest  with  Aie." 

So  saying,  Magnus  Troil  laid  his  sturdy  hand  i 
tbe  collar  of  the  recasant  dwaiTs  jacket  of  bine  ^  ^^ 
maal,  and,  with  a  strong,  but  not  a  violent  graap,  fe- 
moved  him  from  the  doorway,  pushed  him  febtlf 
aside,  and  entered,  followed  by  his  two  dan^tenu 
whom  a  sense  of  apprehension,  arising  out  of  all 
which  they  saw  and  beard,  kept  very  close  to  him<  A 
crooked  (uid  dusky  paaaage  through  which  Wtsenm 
led  the  way^  was  dimly  enlightened  by  a  ahowole| 
communicaung  with  the  interior  of  the  ouilding;  aiMi 
originally  intended,  dpubtlera,  to  command  tbe  en- 
trance by  a  hagbut  or  culverin.  As  thev  approached 
nearer,  for  ^ey  walked  alowly  and  ^itn  hesitation, 
the  light,  imi>erfect  as  it  was,  was  suddenly  obscured  t 
and,  on.  looking  upward  to  diacem  the  cauae,  Brenda 
waa  startled  to  observe  the  pale  and  obscinrely-aeeA 
countenance  of  Noma  gazing  downward  u^n  tben^ 
without  qpeaking  a  wora.  fiiere  waa  nothing  extra- 
ordinary in  this,  as  the  mistress  of  the  mansion  might 
be  naturally  enoush  looking  out  to  aee  what  gaestg 
were  thus  suddenly  and  unceremoniously  introding 
themselves  on  her  presence.  Still,  however,  the  na- 
tural paleness  of  her  featurea,  exaggerated  by  the 
light  m  which  they  were  at  preaent  exhibited,— the  hn< 
movable  stenuiess  of  her  look,  which  showed  neither 
kindness  nor  pourtesy  of  civu  receptmn,— her  detd 
silence,  and  the  singular  appearance  of  every  f*^' 


-^-..  head,  and  made  a  quick  sharp  indication, 
^wing  hia  right  hand  up  to  his  ahonlder  with  the 
ttamb  poiniad  backwarda. 


about  her  dwelling,  augmented  the  dismay  which 
Brenda  had  already  conceived.  Magnus  Trofl  and 
Minna  had  walked  slowly  forward,  without  observing 
the  apparition  of  their  singular  hostess. 

CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

The  witch  thm  rtind  hat  wither'il  atn. 

And  waved  her  vtabd  on  hiffh. 
And,  whil«  the  epoke  the  mutter'd  ehtm, 

Dwk  lightaist  tUld  bereve.-MaKLaT 

'*TiHis  should  be  the  stair,"  said  the  Udaller,  bhm- 
denng  in  jhe-  dark  against  aqn^e  steps  of  irregular 
ascent— "This  jhould  be  the  stiur.  unless  my  memoir 
greatly  fail  me;  ay,  and  there  she  sits."  he  addeil 
pausing  at  a  half-open  door,  "with  au  her  tackle 
about  her  as  usual,  and  aa  buqr,  doubdesa,  aa  the  devil 
in  a  gale  of  wind. 

Ashe  made  this  irreverent  comparison,  he  entered, 
followed  by  his  daughters,  the  darkened  apartment  lA 
which  Noma  waa  seated,  amidst  a  confused  ooOeo* 
tionof  books  of  various  lansuages,  parchment  scrbUsi 
tablets  and  atones  inscribea  with  the  straight  and  |m>- 
gular  characters  of  the  Rumc  alphabet,  and  aimilar 
articlea,  which  the  vulvar  might  nave  connected  with 
(he  exercise  of  the  forbidden  arts.  There  were  also 
lying  in  the  chamber  or  bung  over  the  rude  and  iH 
contrived  chimney,  an  old  ahu-tof  mail,  with  the  head 
piece,  battle-axe^  and  lanoe  which  had  once  belonged 
to  it ;  and  on  a  ahelf  were  disposed  in  great  ordtei^ 
aeveral  of  those  curious  stone-axes,  formed  of  green 
m-anite,  which  are  often  found  in  thoee  islanda,  wfatt« 
they  are  called  thunderbolta  by  the  common  people 
who  usually  preaerve  them  as  a  oharm  of  secoritr 
againat  the  eincta  of  lightning.  There  was.  moreover 
to  be  aeon  amid  the  atraiwe  collection,  a  stone  aaciv 
ticial  knife,  need  perhaps  tor  immolatiiig  human  vte- 
tima,  and  ohe  er  two  of  the  bresen  implemeiita  c 


THE  PQLAT& 
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CS«ltf,  the  porpoM  of  wfaidi  has  troabled  the  Tepqse  of 
iO  manv  anliquariee.  A  Tariety  of  other  articles, 
•ome  or  which  had  neither  name  nor  were  capable  of 
deticription,  lay  in  confusion  about, the  apartment; 
and  in  one  comer,  on  a  quantity  of  withered  sea- weed, 
R^osed  what  seemed,  at  first  view,  tc^be  a  large  un- 
Aapely  dog,  but,  when  seen  man  dosely,  proved  to 
be  a  tame  seal,  which  it  had  been  Noma's  amuse- 
ment to  domesticate. 

This  uncouth  favourite  bnstled  np  m  its  comer,  opon 
the  arrival  of  so  many  strangers,  with  an  alertness 
wnilar  to  that  which  a  terrestrial  dog  would  haw 
disfilayed  on  a  similar  occasion ;  but  Noma  remained 
motionless,  seated  behind  a  table  of  rough  granite, 
propped  up  by  misshapen  feet  of  the  same  material, 
whidi,  besides  the  old  book  with  which  she  seemed 
to  be  busied,  sustained  a  cake  of  the  coarse  unleavened 
braad.  three  parts  oatmeal,  and. one  the  sawdust  of 
lir,  wtiich  is  used  by  the  poor  peasants  of  Norway, 
baside  which  stood  a  jar  or  water.    .     ^ 

Uagnus  Tnifl  remained  a  minute  m  silence  ganng 
■ponnis  kinswoman,  while  the  singularity  of  her 
mansion  inspired  Brenda  with  much  fear,  and 
dunged,  though  but  for  a  moment,  the  melancholy 
and  abstractea  mood  of  Minna,  into  a  feeluig  of  inte- 
nse not  unmixed  with  awe.  Tiie  silence  was  inter- 
IMpled  by  the  Udaller,  whojun  willing  on  the  one  hand 
to  give  bis  kinswoman  offenccL  ana  desirous  on  the 
other  to  show  that  he  was  not  daunted  by  f,  reception 
•oain^ilar,  opened  the  conversation  thus:— 

**  1  grve  you  good  e'en,  cousin  Noma— my  daughters 
and  I  have  oome  far  to  see  you."  .    .    , 

**Noma  raised  her  eyes  from  her  volume,  looked 
SiU  at  her  visiters,  then  let  them  quietly  sit  down  t>n 
ia  leaf  with  which  she  seemed  to  be  engaged. 

'*Nay,  cousin,"  said  Magnus,  **  take  your  own  time 
^^or  business  with  you  can  wait  your  leisure. — See 
hem,  Minna,  what  a  fair  prospect  here  is  of  the  cape, 
•oaroe  a  quarter  of  a  mile  on!  you  may  see  the  bil- 
lows breaking  on  it  topmast  high.  Our  kinswoman 
has  got  a  pretty  seal,  too— HetOb  s6alchie,  my  man, 

The*  seal  took  no  further  notice  of  the  Udaller's 
advances  to  aoquaintance^  than  by  uttering  a  low 
growL 

**  He  is  not  80  well  trained,"  continued  the  Udaller, 
aflacting  an  air  of  ease  and  unconcern,  "41s  Veter 
Ma^Law's,  the  old  piper  of  Stomoway.  who  had  a 
aeal  that  flapped  its  tail  to  the  tune  of  Cabtr/ae^  and 
aqknowledjged  no  other  whatever. »— Well,  cousin." 
he  concluded,  observing  that  Noma  closed  her  book, 
'*  m  y6u  going  to  give  us  a  welcome  at  last.  01  must 
vrs  go  farther  than  our  blood-relation's  house  to 
seek  one,  and  that  when  the  evenmg  was  wearing 
lata  apace  1"  .    - 

**Ye  dull  and  hard- hearted  ffsnemtion.  as  deaf  as 
tha  adder  to  the  voice  of  the  charmer,"  answered 
Noma,  addressing  them,  "  why  come  ye  to  me  7  You 
have  slighted  every  warning  1  could  give  of  the  00m- 
mg:  harm,  and  now  that  it  hath  come  upon  you,  ye 
■eik  my  oounsel  when  it  can  avail  you  nothing." 

"Look  you,  kinswoman,"  said  the  Udaller,  with  his 
vsnal  frankness,  and  boldness  of  manner  and  accent, 
**I  must  noodB  tell  you  that  your  courtesy  is  some- 
diing  of  the  coarsest  and  the  coldest.  I  cannot  say 
ttiat  I  ever-nw  an  adder^  in  regard  there  are  none 
m  these  parts;  but  touchmg  my  own  thoughu  of 
what  such  a  thmg  may  be,  it  cannot  be  termed  a  suit- 
able comparison  to  roe  or  to  my  daughters,  and  that  I 
would  have  you  to  know.  For  old  acquamtance,  and 
certain  other  reasons  I  do  not  leave  your  house  upon 
the  instant :  but  as  I  came  hither  in  all  kindness  and 


civility^  so  I  pray  you  to  recdve  me  with  the  like, 
Otherwise  ym  wul  depait,  and  leave  shame  on  your 
inhMMUble  thTesholdJ^ 
'*  How,"  said  Noma, "  dare  yon  use  such  bold  lan- 
i  in  the  house  of  one  from  whom  all  men.  fh>m 
I  you  yourseli^  oome  to  soKeit  counsel  ana  aid  7 
•  Umi  MeelUw*  wara  Mlomi  of  Um  MaeKendw,  whoM 
sataT  bai  die  name  of  OidMrfta.  or  BnekihMd,  IVom  the  eoinl- 
■MMt  boiiM  on  hii  ■tandmbL  fJnqMatioMblr  Um  worthjr  ptpar 
ImiMd  the  ijel  on  tho  mm  ntioeiplo  of  rMoaet  to  the  clan- 
tom  wbieh  I  bMW  taoanl  ho  boea  taofht  to  oofi.  who.  uniued 
Msar  etlNr  eir,  daaet  aOor  tiMv  ftahioo  10  the  uuM  of  Cahoff- 


ingeii 
homi 


lliey  who  speak  10  the  Refan-kemar,  roust  lower  thar 
voice,  to  her  before  whom  winds  and  waves  Imdi 
both  blast  and  billow." 

"Blast  and  billow  may  hush  themsehres  if  thqr 
will/'  rmlied  the  peremptory  Udaller,  "but  thatwiO 
not  I.  I  speak  in  the  house  of  my  friend  as  in  aiy 
own.  and  strike  sail  to  none." 

**And  hope  ye,"  said  Noma,  "by  this  ludenesi  to 
compel  me  to  answer  to  voor  interrogatories?" 

''Kinswoman,"  replied  Magnus  Troll,  "I  know  sot 
80  much  as  you  of  the  oM  Norse  sagas;  bat  this  I 
know,  that  when  kempies  were  wont,  long  since,  to 
seek  the  tiabitations  of  the  gall-dragons  and  ibie- 
womeui  they  came  with  their  axes  on  their  shooldo^ 
and  their  good  swords  drawn  in  their  bands,  and  eon- 
pelled  the  powtf  whom  they  invoked  to  listen  to  ind 
answer  them,  ay  were  it  Odin  hhnseU:" 

^Kinsman,"  said  Noma,  arising  from  her  seat,  aad 
comiiur  forward.  "  thou  hast  spoken  well,  and  in  good 
Ume  for  thyself  and  thy  daughters;  for  hsdst  tkoi 
fumed  from  my  threshold  without  extortwg  an  in- 
swer,  rooming's  son  had  never  again  shone  uponyoa 
The  spirits  who  serve  me  sre  jealous,  and  will  not  bi 
employed  in  aught  that  may  bienefit  humanity,  unlea 
thev  service  is  commanded  by  the  undaunted  mpoh 
tunity  of  the  brave  and  the  fifee.  And  now  ipei^ 
what  wooldst  thou  have  of  me  T' 

"My  deughtePs  health."  replied  Magnus,  "wkieh 
no  remedies  nave  been  able  to  restora'*^ 

**Thy  daughter's  heslthT'  answered  N6roa;  "ni 
what  is  the  maiden's  ailment  T' 
"The  physician,"  said  Troil,  "mast  name  thedit* 

ease.    All  that  I  can  tell  diee  of  it  is" 

"Be  silent,"  said  Noma,  interrapting  hnn,  **IkiNii 
an  thou  canst  tell  m&  and  more  than  thou  ibradl 
knowest.  Sit  down,  all  of  you— and  thou,  maioeo," 
she  said,  addresaing  Minna,  **  sit  thou  m  that  chtir, 
pointing  to  that  place  she  had  just  left,  "onoe  ihc 
seat  or  Giervada,  at  whose  voice  the  stars  bid  tbdr 
beams,  and  the  moon  herself  grew  pale." 

Minna  moved  with  slow  and  tremulous  step  to- 
wsrds  the  rude  seat  thus  indicated  to  her.  It  wti 
composed  of  stone,  formed  into  some  semblsneeof  1 
chair  by  the  rough  and  unakilful  hand  of  some  aodaii 
Gothic  artist. 

Brenda,  creeping  as  ck>se  as  possible  to  her  faths, 
seated  herself  along  with  him  upon  a  bench  MMom 
distance  from  Minna,  and  kept  nereyea,  with  a  mil' 
ture  of  fear,  pity,  and  anxiety,  closely  fixed  upon  ha. 
It  would  be  difficult  alt<>0ether  to  decipher  the  eaKv 
tions  by  which  this  smiable  and  affectionate  girl «« 
agitated  at  the  moment.  Deficient  in  her  sisiero  ^ 
dominating  quality  of  high  imagination,  and  uih 
credulous,  of  course,  to  the  marvellous,  she  eouU  not 
but  entertain  some  vsgue  and  indefinite  fears  on  he 
own  account,  concerning  the  nature  of  the  soaie 
which  was  soon  to  take  place.  But  these  were  io  t 
manner  swallowed  up  in  her  apprehenrions  on  the 
score  of  her  sister,  who,  with  a  frame  so  much  week- 
ened,  spirits  so  much  exhausted,  and  a  mind  00  as- 
oeptioleof  the  impressions  which  all  around  herini 
calculated  to  exate,  now  sat  pensively  resigned  10  the « 
agency  of  one,  whose  treatment  might  prodqcc  the 
most  baueful  effects  upon  such  a  subject 

Brenda  gazed  at  Minna,  who  sat  in  that  rode  cfatf 
of  darit  stone,  her  finely  formed  shape  and  limv 
making  the  strongest  contrast  with  its  pondercmo  and 
imftular  angles,  ner  cheek  and  lips  as  pale  as  day, 
and  her  eyes  tumed  upward,  and  lighted  with  the 
mixture  of  resignation  and  excited  enthusiasm;  whieh 
belonged  to  her  disesse  and  her  character.  Toe 
younger  sister  then  looked  onr  Noma,  who  mottered 
to  herself  in  a  low  monotonous  manner^  as  gBdin|( 
trom  one  place  to  another,  shs  collected  different  aru- 
dcs.  which  she  placed  one  by  one  on  the  table.  And ' 
lastly,  Brenda  looked  anxiously  to  her  father,  togaOKr,  ^ 
if  jwssible,  from  his  countenance,  whether  be  cBttf*, 
tamed  any  part  of  her  own  fesrs  for  the  conseyueacis 
of  the  scene  which  wss  to  ensue,  considenag  um 
sUte  of  Minna's  health  and  spirits.  But  UsfPM 
Troil  seemed  to  have  no  such  apprehensions}  he 
viewed  with  stem  composure  Noma's  preparsuon^ 
and  appeared  to  wait  the  event  with  the  componrt 
of  one,  who,  eonflding  in  the  akill  of  a  nodical  sic^ 
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aaas  Urn  preparinj;  to  enter  upon  some  importaat  and 
painfiil  operation,  in  the  issue  of  which  he  itiatereeied 
dyfrieadsbip  or  by  afTectioa. 

Noma,  mean  while,  went  onward  with  her  prepara- 
tiotti^  until  she  had  placed  on  the  stone  table  a  variety 
of  miscellaneoua  articles,  and  amonc;  the  rest  a  amaU 
ehafingnfish  fiill  of  charcoal,  a  crucible,  and  a  pieoe 
•f  thin  sheet-lead.  She  then  spoke  aload—^lt  is 
wbU  that  I  was  aware  of  vour  coining  hither~av. 
ftmg  before  you  younelf  had  resolved  it— 4iow. should 
1  else  have  been  ppapared  for  that  which  is  now  to  be 
Ainel—Maiden,"  she  continued,  addressiDg  Minna, 
''where  lies  thy  pain?" 

Hie  patient  answered,  by  pressing  her  hand  to  the 
kft  side  of  her  bosom. 

"  Even  so,"  replied  Noma,  "even  so— *tis  the  site  of 
weal  or  wo.— And  you,  her  fiither  and  her  sister, 
ddnk  not  this  the  idle  speech  of  one  who  talks  by 
mesa— if  I  can  tell  thee  ill,  it  may  be  that  I  shall  be 
ible  to  render  that  less  severe,  which  may  not,^  by  any 
lid,  be  wholly  amended.— Hie  heart— ay,  the  neart— 
touch  that,  and  the  eye  grows  dim.  the  pulse  fafls, 
the  yrholesome  stream  of  our  blood  is  cnaked  and 
mmbled,  our  limbs  decay  like  sapless  sea-weed  in  a 
nnmers  sun ;  our  better  views  of  existence  are  past 
and  gone ;  what  remains  is  the  dieam  of  los(  happi- 
MBS  or  the  fear  of  ^inevitable  evil  But  the  Reim-ken* 
Qsr  must  to  her  work— well  it  is  that  I  have  prepared 
the  means." 

She  threw  oflT  her  long  dark-coloured  mantl«^  and 
Hood  before  them  in  her  short  jacket  of  light-blue 
wadmaal,  with  its  skirt  of  the  same  stuflfj  fancifully 
oabroidered  with  black  velvet,  and  bound  at  the 
wMt  with  a  chain  or  girdle  of  stiver,  formed  into 
■agdar  devices.    Noma  next  undid  the  fillet  which 

bocid  her  grizzled  hair,  and  shaking  her  head  wildly, 
\  it  to  fall  in  dishevelled  abundance  over  her 


6tt  and  around  her  shoulders,  so  as  almost  entirely  to 
Jude  her  features.  She  then  planed  a  small  cmable 
OQ  the  chafing-dish  already  mentioned,— dropi>ed  a 
bw  drops  from  a  vial  on  the  charcoal  below,— pointed 
sowarda  it  her  wrinkled  forefinger,  which  she  had 
previously  moistened  with  liquid  from  another  small 
oottl&  and  said  with  a  deep  voice,  *'Fire,  do  thy 
duty  r— and  the  words  were  no  sooner  spoken,  than, 
probably  by  some  chemical  combination  of  which 
the  apectatom  were  not  aware,  the  charcoal  which 
was  nnder  the  drucible  became  slowly  ignited :  while 
Noma,  as  if  impatient  of  thedelav^  threw  hastily  back 
bar  disonlered  tresses,  and.  while  her  features  re- 
dacted the  sparkles  and  red  light  of  the  fire,  and  her 
eyes  flaahed  from  amongat  her  hair  like  those  of  a 
wild  animal  from  its  cover,  blew  fiercely  till  the  whole 
was  m  an  intense  glow.  She  paused  a  moment  from 
her  toil,  and  muttering  that  the  elemental  spirit  must 
be  thanked,  recited,  in  her  usual  monotonous,  yet  wild 
mode  of  chanting,  the  folio  wing  verses  i— 

"  Thod'w  DMdftil,  yet  lo  dratd, 
With  eloady  erast.  and  win*  of  rad ; 
TiMM.  without  wtaoM  genial  breath 
The  North  would  sleep  the  ileep  of  death ; 
▼ho  deim'tt  to  wann  the  eottafe  hearth, 
Tet  hari'iit  proud  palaoee  to  earth,— 
Brif  htaet,  keeoeet  of  the  Powen 
Which  form  aad  rule  this  world  ofoun, 
With  my  rtiyroe  of  Runic,  I  - 
Tliank  thee  for  thy  ajrency.'* 

She  then  severed  a  portion  from  the  small  mass  of 
iheet-lead  which  lay  upon  the  table,  and,  placing  it 
in  the  crucible,  subjected  it  to  the  action  of  the  lighted 
chtrcoal,  and,  as  it  melted,  she  sung,—  • 

**  Old  Raim-kannar.  to  thy  art 
Mother  Hertha  leiuli  her  part ; 
She,  whoee  craeioas  bounty  givei 
Necdftil  food  for  ait  Uiat  lives. 
Prom  the  deep  mine  of  the  North, 
Came  tha  mf  «tic  nietal  forth, 
Doom'd,  amidst  di^ointad  stones. 
Lone  to  opre  a  champion's  bones, 
Distnhamed  my  charms  to  aid-* 
MoUwr  EarUi,  my  Uianks  are  paid.'* 

She  then  poured  but  some  water  from  the  jar  into  a 
large  cup,  or  jgoblet,  and  sung  once  more,  as  she 
riowly  stirred  it  round  with  the  end  of  her  stafT.— 

"  Olrdle  of  our  isTands  dear. 
Element  of  Watar  hear 
Vsi.lV. 


Thott  whoee  powar  eaa  oferwlialiB 
Broken  mounds  and  niin*d  realm 

On  the  lewly  Belgian  strand ; 
AH  thy  aereest  rage  ean  never 
Of  onr  soil  a  Airlooa  sever 

From  oar  roekdefcnded  land ; 
Play  then  gently  thou  thy  6an, 
To  assist  old  Noma's  art.*' 

$he  then,  with  a  pair  of  pinoera,  removed  the  cn^ 
cible  from  the  chafing-dish,  and  poiued  the  lead^  now 
entirely  melted,  into  the  bowl  or  water,  repeating  at 
the  a ' 


"  Elements,  each  othw  gnatioc, 

GiAs  and  powers  attend  your  |MeCittg  I" 

The  melted  lead,  spattering  aa  it  fell  into  the  wator, 
formed,  of  course,  the  usual  combination  of  irregulai 
forma  which  is  famttar  to  all  who  in  childhood  nave 
made  the  experiment,  and  from  which,  acconttng  to 
our  childish  fancy,  we  may  have  aelected  nortioiia 
bearing  some  resemblance  to  domestic  articlea— the 
tools  Of  mechanica,  or  the  like.  Noma  aeemed  to  busy 
herself  in  some  such  researchea,  for  she  examined  tba 
mass  of  lead  with  scrupulous  attention,  and  detached 
it  into  different  portions,  without  apparently  beingabw 
to  find  a  fragment  in  the  form  which  she  desired.    . 

At  length  she  again  mutterecL  rather  aa  8peakiQ|| 
to  herself  than  to  her  gueata,  **  Hcb  the  ViewleM,  wiU 
not  be  omitted.— he  wul  have  his  tribute  evenPin  the 
work  to  which  he  gives  nothing.— Stem  compellar 
of  the  clouds,  thou  also  shalt  hear  the  voice  of  tha 
Reim-kennar.^' 

Thus  speaking,  Noma  once  more  threw  the  leaA 
into  the  cmcible,  where,  hissing  and  spattering  aa  tiM 
wet  metal  toihched  the  aidea  of  the  red-hot  veaaeL  it 
was  soon  again  reduced  into  a  state  of  fiision.  IIM 
sibvl  mean  Ume  turned  to  a  comer  of  the  apartment, 
ana  opening. suddenly  a  window  which  looked  to  tha 
north-west,  let  in  the  fitful  radiance  of  the  sun.  now 
lying  almost  level  upon  a  great  mass  of  red  clbQd& 
which,  boding  fiiture  tempest,  occupied  the  edge  OK 
the  horizon,  and  aeemed  to  brood  over  the  bfliowa 
of  the  boundless  sea.  Turning  lo  this  quarter,  from 
which  a  low  hollow  moaning  breeze  then  olew,  Noma 
addressed  the  Spirit  of  the  Winda,  in  tonea  which 
seemed  to  resemble  his  own  r 

"  Thov,  that  over  billows  dark 
Safely  send'st  Uie  Usher's  bark,— 
Giving  htm  a  path  and  motion 
Throagh  the  wilderaesn  of  oeean ; 
Thou,  Uiat  when  the  billows  brave  ye, 
O'er  thi*  shelves  canst  drive  the  navy,— 
Did'st  thou  chafe  as  one  neglected. 
While  thy  brethren  were  respeolsd  I 


To  appease 
This  Aill  gn 

Oft  thy  breath  hath  throagh  it 
wiir ' — 


'gria 
ith  th 


ihaJr; 


Softening  to  my  magic  tongue,— 
Now,  >tis  thine  to  bid  it  fly 
Throagh  the  wide  expanse  of  sky, 
'Mid  the  eomiUess  swarms  to  sail 
Of  wild-fowl  wheeling  oo  tliy  gale ; 
Take  thy  portion  and  rejoice,— 
Spirit  thou  hast  heard  my  voice  t" 

Noma  accompanied  these  words  urith  the  actioA 
which  they  described,  tearing  a  handful  of  hair  with 
vehemence  from  her  nead,  and  strewing  it  upon  tha 
wind  as  she  continued  her  recitation.  She  then  ahut 
the  casement,  and  again  involved  the  chamber  in  tha 
dubious  twilight,  which  best  suited  her  character  and 
occupation.  The  melted  lead  was  once  more  emptaad 
into  the  water,  dnd  thp  various  whimsical  confor- 
mations which  it  received  from  the  operation  weie 
examined  with  great  care  by  the  sibyl,  who  at  length 
seemed  to  intimate,  by  voice  and  eeature,  that  Bar 
spell  had  been  successful.  She  selected  from  tha 
fused  metal  a  piece  about  the  size  of  a  small  nuC 
bearing  in  shape  a  close  resemblance  to  that  of  tha 
human  heart,  and,  approachmg  Minna,  again  spoko 
m  song:— 

*'  She  who  sits  by  haunted  well, 

b  subject  to  the  Nixie's  spell ; 

She  who  walks  on  kmely  beach 

To  the  Mermaid's  charmed  speech  • 

She  who  walks  round  ring  or  graen. 

Offends  the  peevish  Fairy  dueen  ; 

And  she  who  takes  rest  m  Uie  Dwarflo*s  QBf%         I 

A  weary  weird  of  wo  shall  have. 

"  By  ring,  by  spring,  by  eavo  by  shorn, 
" '     I  Troll  hss  brav«i  all  this  and  moia 
SO 
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And  7«t  hatli  the  reol  oTlMr  lorrow  nMl  ffi 

▲  sourae  that  'i  mure  deeii  Bnd  more  myvtieal  ililL'* 

Minna,  whose  attention  had  been  latterif  something 
disturb^  by  reflections  on  her  own  secret  sorrow, 
now  suddenly  recallea  it,  and  looked  eagerly  on 
Noma  as  if  she  expected  to  learn  from  her  rhymes 
something  of  deep  interest.  The  northern  sibyl, 
mean  while,  proceeded  to  pierce  the  piece  of  lead, 
which  bore  the  form  of  a  heart,  and  to  fix  in  it  a  piece 
0f  Rold  wire,  by  wnich  it  might  be  attached  to  a  chain 
or  necklace.    She  then  proceeded  in  her  riiyme,— 

"  Thou  art  within  a  demon't  hold, 

More  wiM  than  Haims,  more  atroni  than  TroUd ; 

Mo  airen  singa  ao  awett  aa  he.— 

Mo  tkf  aprioga  lightar  on  the  lea ; 

No  elfln  power  halh  half  tiie  art 

To  aoothe,  to  move,  to  wntag  the 

Xifle-Mood  ftom  the  otaaak  to  drain* 

Dreoch  the  eje,  and  drj  the  veia. 

JHaiden,  ere  we  farther  go, 

Doat  thoa  note  me,  ay  or  no?* 

Minna  replied  in  the  same  rhythmical  manner, 
w)iich,  in  jest  and  earnest,  was  frequently  used  by 
the  ancient  Scandinavians,-r 

"  I  mark  thee,  my  mother,  both  word,  look,  and  lign  i 
Speak  00  w{tb  the  riddle— to  read  it  be  mine." 

"Now,  Heaven  and  every  saint  be  praised  !*'  said 
Ma|{n«8;  "they  are  the  first  words  to  the  puipose 
wmeh  she  hath  spoken  these  many  days." 

"And  they  are  the  last  which  she  sfiall  anpeak  for 
many  a  month,'*  said  Noma,  ineensed  at  toe  inter- 
fMpiiont  "if  you  again  break  the  progress  of  my  spell. 
fum  your  faces  to  the  wall,  and  look  not  hitherward 
'  1,  under  penalty  of  my  severe  displeasure.  You, 
nus  Trou,  from  hard-hearted  atidacity  of  spirit, 

.iyou,  Brenda,  from  wanton  and  idle  disbelief  in 
JktA  which  is  b^ond  your  bounjled  comprehension, 
MS  unworthy  to  look  on  this  mystic  work :  and  the 
glance  of  ycur  eyes  mingles  with,  and  weakens,  the 
ipslli  for  the  powers  cannot  brook  distrust." 

Unaccustomed  to  be  addressed  in  a  tone  soperemp- 
toqr,  Magnus  would  have  made  some  angry  reply; 
but  Deflecting  that  the  health  of  Minna  was  at  stake,' 
•ad  considering  that  she  who  spoke  was  a  woman  of 
inany  sorrowa  he  suppressed  his  anger,  bowed  his 
QMd,  shrugged  his  shoulders,  assuroea  the  prescribed 
posture,  avertins  his  head  from  the  table,  and  turning 
towards  the  wall.  Brenda  did  the  same,  on  receiving 
a  sign  fiom  her  father,  and  both  renMuned  profoundly 
silent. 

Noma  then  addressed  Minna  once  more,— 

"  Mark  me  I  ftir  Uie  word  I  apeak 

Shall  bring  the  colour  to  thr  cheek. 

Thia  leaden  heart,  so  light  of  eoit» 

The  •ywbol  of  a  treamire  loat^ 

Thou  elialt  wear  in  hope  and  m  peaea. 

That  the  cauie  of  row  eicknoia  and  aorrQW  mtj  oaaae, 

When  eriaaeoa  foot  aMOCaerinnaon  hand 

la  the  Martm'  Aiale,  and  in  Otkner-taad.** 

Minna  cobured  deeply  at  the  last  couplet,  inti- 
mating, as  she  failed  not  to  interpret  it,  that  Noma 
was  completely  acquainted  with  the  secret  cause  of 
her  sorrow.  The  same  conviction  led  the  maiden  to 
hope  in. the  favourable  issue^  which  the  sibyl  seemed 
to  prophecy ;  and  not  venturing  to  express  her  feelings 
in  any  manner  more  intelligible,  she  pressed  Nomirs 
withered  hand  with  all  the  warmth  of  afTection,  first 
to  her  breast  and  then  to  hef  bosom,  bedewing  it  at 
the  same  time  with  her  tears. 

With  more  of  human  feeling  than  she  usually  ex- 
hibited, Noma  extricated  her  hand  from  the  grapp  of 
the  Door  giri,  whose  tears  now  flowed  freely,  and  then, 
with  more  tenderness  of  manner  than  she.  had  yet 
ihown,  she  knotted  the  leaden  heart  to  a  chain  of 

£ld,  and  hung  it  around  Minna's  neck,  singing,  as 
B  performed  that  last  branch  of  the  spell,—  ' 

**  Be  patient,  be  patient,  for  patience  hath  power 
To  ward  ui  in  danger,  like  manUe  in  ahower ; 
A  Airy  gift  to«  tMtt  may  hold 
In  a  Cham  of  ikiry  gold ;  « 

The  chain  and  the  gid  are  eaeh  a  tnie  token. 
That  not  without  warrant  old  Noma  haa  spoken  : 
But  thy  neareat  and  dearest  mmt  never  behold  them, 
Till  time  aliall  acoompliah  the  tnitha  I  t»w  told  them.** 
'    The  verses  being  concluded,  Noma  carefully  ar- 
ranged the  cham  around  the  patient's  neck  so  as  to 
hida  it  in  her  bosom,  and  thus  ended  the  spell-^  spell 


which,  at  t&e  moment  I  record  these  inddenta,  itb 
known,  has  been  lately  practised  in  Zetlamt,  wfam 
any  decline  of  health,  wiibout  apparent  cause,  is  im- 
puted by  the  lower  ordeiB  to  a  demon  bavini  suikft 
the  heart  from  the  body  of  the  patient,  and  woere  th» 
experiment  of  supplying  the  deprivauon  by  a  leadn 
one,  prepared  in  the  maimer  described,  has  bea 
resorted  to  within  these  few  years.  In  a  metapbori- 
cal  sense,  the  disease  may  be  considered  as  s  geoeni 
one  in  all  psrts  of  the  worid ;  but,  as  this  mam  ud 
original  remedy  is  peculiar  to  the  isles  of  Thole, 
it  were  unpardonable  not  to  preserve  it  at  |^tl^  ia 
a  narrative  connected  with  Scottish  antiquitias.* 

A  second  time  Noma  reminded  her  pauent,  thit  if 
she  showed,  or  spoke  of  the  fairy  gifts,  their  Time 
wodd  be  k«t-~a  belief  so  common  as  to  be  leceiTed 
into  the  superatitwns  of  all  nations.  Lastly,  unbiii- 
loning  the  collar  which  she  had  just  faateaed.  m 
showed  her  a  link  of  the  gold  chain,  which  Mian 
instantly  recognised  as  that  formerly  eiven  by  Noni 
to  Moraaunt  Mertoun.  This  seemed^ to  intimi^M 
was  yet  aliva  and  under  Noraa'a  protection}  nl 
she  gazed  on  her  with  the  most  eager  curiosity,  m 
the  sibyl,  imposed  her  finger  on  her  lips  in  tokAii 
silence,  and  a  second  time  mvolved  the  chain  in  mm 
folds  ^ich  modestly  and  closely  veiled  one  of  w 
most  beautiful,  as  well  as  one  of  the  kindest,  boson 
ill  the  world.  « 

Noma  then  exliiiguished  the  lighted  charooalfUi 
as  the  water  hissed  upon  the  glowing  emben,  con- 
manded  Masnus  and  Brenda  to  iook  around,  and  » 
hold  her  taak  accomplished. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

Sea  fooder  wcman.  whom  our  awaina  revere. 

And  dread  in  Kcret.  white  they  take  her  eoonael 

Wlien  sweetheart  shall  be  kind,  or  when  eroai  dame  i^  dNf 

Where  imita  the  thief  who  itole  the  ailTar  tankard. 

And  how  Uie  peatileal  marrain  may  be  eured.— 

This  aage  adviser'a  mad,  aurk  mad.  my  flriend  i 

Yet,  in  her  maditess,  hath  the  art  ana  eunnmg 

To  wring  foots*  aeerets  firom  their  it^moat  boaonta, 

And  pay loqatreia  with  Uia  coin  they  gave  her.'Otf  Flqi 

It  se»ned  as  if  Noma  had  indeed  full  q^MJ 
claim  the  gratitude  of  the  Udaller  for  the  mfomi 
con<fition  of  his  daughter's  health.    She  on«  non 
threw  open  the  window,  and  Minna,  drvingkff^ 
and  advancing  with  aneetionaie  confidence^  tne* 
herself  on  her  fathoms  neck,  and  asked  his  fotgiw 
ness  for  the  trouble  she  had  of  late  occasioned  »   \ 
him.    It  iaunneceesary  lo  add,  that  this  was  at  ana    ; 
granted,  with  a  full,  though  rough  burst  of  perentil    ; 
tenderness,  and  as  many  close  embraces  as  if  hii.,  J 
child  had  been  just  rescued  from  the  jaws  of  deim.   ! 
When  Magnus  had  dismissed  Minna  ih>m  his  Brm% 
to  throw  herself  into  thoee  of  her  sister,  and  expcfM  • 
to  her,  rather  by  kisses  and  tears  than  m  words,  the 
regret  she  entertained  for  her  late  wayward  concoct) 
the  Udaller  thought  proper,  in  the  mean  time,  to  par 
his  thanks  to  their  hostess,  whose  skill  had  proved 
BO  efficacious.    But  scarce  had  he  come  out  with.  : 
"  Much  respected  kinswoman,  I  am  but  a  plain  old  | 
Norseman,"—wben  she  interrupted  him  by  pw«m««  ^ 


her  fingeron  her  lips. 

"There  are  those  around  us,"  she  said, .'wwi^ 
must  hear  no  mortal  voice,"  witness  no  sacrifice  to  ? 
mortal  feelings—there  are  times  when  thev  mutinf 
even  against  me,  iheir  sovereign  mistress^  because  1 
am  still  shrouded  in  the  flesh  of  humanity.  Fear; 
therefore,  and  be  silent  I,  whose  deeds  have  rsiW' 
me  from  the  low-sheltered  valtey  of  life,^  where  dwell 
its  social  wants  and  common  chanties ;— I,  woo 
have  bereft  the  Giver  of  the  Gift  which  he  gave,  and: 
stand  alone  on  a  cliff  of  immeasurable  height,  de- 
tached from  earth,  save  from  the  small  port.on  that 
supports  my  miserable  tread— 1  alone  am  fit  to  cop<  ] 
with  thofe  sullen  mates.  Fear  not,  therefore,  but  j 
yet  be  not  too  bold,  and  let  this  night  to  you  beoaaj 
of  fasting  and  of  prayer." 

•  The  epella  deMjribed  in  thie  chapter  are  not  aJtogetbar  ijjr 
ginary.  By  thia  mode  of  pouring  lead  miu  water,  and  wwctt^ 
the  part  which  clianceR  to  amume  a  resemblance  lo  th<»  namM 
heart,  which  muat  he  worn  hy  the  patient  around  li*ror  l»l« 
neck,  the  iiage  i«nonM  of  ^tland  pretuid  to  cure  Um  fatal  a» 
order  nailed  tlie  loaa  of  r  heart. 
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If  the  UdaII«r  lMid_BOL  btfore  dia>  oommeaoement 
of  the  QperatioD.  been  oispoeed  to  dispute  the  com- 
naailfl  of  the  noyL  it  miy  be  well  believed  he  wag 
ieat  80  now.  that  it  had  terminated  to  all  appearance 
10  Ibrtanatelf .   So  he  sat  down  in  sUenoe,  and  seised 
ipoB  a  volume  which  lay  near  him  as  a  sort  of  des^ 
j   peiate  efiort  to  divert  ennui,  for  on  no  other  occasion 
ikaid.lIagnuB  been  known  to  have  recourse  to  a  book 
(or  that  pui|K>se.    It  chanced  to  be  a  book  much  to. 
I   us  mind,  being  tlw  well-known  work  of  Olaos  Maf|« 
m,  upon  the  manners  of  the  ancient  Northern  n»* 
'  tioBSL    The  book  is  unluckily  in  the  Latin  langua^ie, 
j  and  the  Danske  or  3utch  were,  either  of  them,  much 
I  nQirs  familiar  to  the  UdaHer.    But  then  it  was  this 
'  fine  edition  published  in  166S,  which  contains  repre- 
Nutations  of  the  war-chariots,  fishing  exploits,  war- 
like exercises,  and  domestic  employments  of  the 
SoandinavianSk  exiecuied  on  oopp«rplates;  and  thus 
the  information  which,  the  work  refused  to  the  un- 
dflstanding;  was  addressed  to  the  eye,  which,  as 
li  wdl  known  both  to  old  and  young,  answers  the 
panose  of  amusement  a«  well,  if  not  better. 

Mean  while  the  two  sisters,  prsssed  as  close  to 
Mcfa  other  as  two  flowers  on  the  same  stalk,  sat  with 
tbsir  arms  reciprocally  passed  over  each  other's 
fhoulder,  as  if  they  fsared  some  new  and  unforeseen 
one  of  coldness  was  about  to  aa;>arate  them,  and 
iaismipt  the  stster-Uke  harmony  which  had  been  but 
joBt  restored.  Noma  sat  oppoaite  to  them,  son(ie- 
UBMs  revolving  the  Urge  parchment  volume  with 
which  they  had  found  her  toiployed  at  their  en« 
tnno^  and  semetimeB  gazing  on  the  ainters  with  a 
find  look,  in  which  an  interest  of  a  kind  unosually 
tiBd«r,  seeflOfid  occasionally  to  disturb  the  stem  and 
ripKNis  solemnity  of  her  oouateoance.  AH  was  still 
aiMiieot  as  death,  and  the  subsiding  emotions  of 
ftoidt  had  not  yet  permitted  her  to  wonder  whether 
tbtianainiiig  hours  ot  the  evening  were  to  be  passed 
a  (be  same  aaanner,  when  the  aoene  of  tranquillity 
VM  suddenly  interrupted  by  the  entrance  of  the 
dvuf  Pacoiet,  or,  as  the  Udaller  called  him,  Nicho- 
las Stnimpfer. 

Noma  darted  aa  angry  glance  on  the  intruder,  who 
seemed  to  deprecate  her  resentment  by  holding  up 
kis  hands  and  uttering  a  babbling  sound;  then,,  in- 
stantly resorting  to  his  usual  mode  of  conversation, 
he  expressed  himself  by  a  variety  of  signs  made  ra- 
pictiy  upon  his  fingers,  and  as  rapidly  answered  by  his 
mistress,  so  that  the  young  women,  who  had  never 
heard  of  such  an  art,  and  now  saw  it  practised  by 
two  beinizs  so  singular,  almost  conceived  their  mu-. 
taal  intelligenoe  the  work  of  enchantment  When 
ihsy  had  ceased  their  intercourse.  Noma  turned  to 
Mmus  Troil  with  ouich  haughtiness  and  said, 
"How,  my  kinsman  1  have  you  so  far  lorg(Tt  your* 
•Aft  pa  to  bring  earthly  food  into  the  bouse  of  the 
Beim-kenoar.  and  mske  preparations  in  the  dwelling 
sf  Power  ana  of  Despair,  for  refection,  and  wassau, 
and  revelry) — Speak  not— ao^swer  not,"  she  said; 
"the  duration  ot  the  cure  which  was  wrought  even 
aow,  depends  on  your  silence  and  obedience— bandy 
bat  a  single  look  or  word  with  me,  and  the  latter  con- 
duion  of  that  maiden  shall  be  worse  than  the  first  !*' 
This  threat  was  an  efiectual  charm  upon  the  tongue 
of  the  Udaller,  though  he  loaged  to  indulge  it  in  vm- 
dication  of  his  conduct. 

"PoUow  mcb  alt  of  you,"  said  Noma,  striding  to 
die  door  of  the  apartment,  **  and  see  that  no  one  looks 
backwards— we  leave  not  this  apariment  empty. 
ihouj^h  we,  the  children  of  mortality,  be  removed 
from  it.'' 

She  went  out,  and  tbeUdaller  signed  to  his  daugh- 
lento  follow,  and  to  obey  her  injunctions.  The  sinyl 
moved  swifter  than  her  guests  down  the  rude  de- 
nmt,  (such  it  might  rather  be  termed,  than  a  proper 
fiaiicaaa)  which  led  to  the  lower  apartment.  Mag- 
na and  his  daughters,  when  they  entered  the  cham- 
m,  liKuid  their  own  attendants  aghast  at  the  pre- 
asaoe  and  proceedings  vf  Noma  of  the  RStful-head. 

Aey  bad  been  pireviously  employed  in  arranging 
<hs  provisions  which  they  had  brought  along  with 
ibem,  so  as  to  present  a  comfortable  cold  meal,  as 
soon  aa  the  appetite  of  the  Udaller,  which  was  as 
iscular  aes  tbe  return  of  tidoh  flbould  induce  him  to 


desire  some  refnshmeBt  s  And  now  thcry  stood  staring 
in  fear  and  surprise,  whUs  Noma,  seizing  upon  one 
article  after  another,  and  well  supported  by  tnevzeat- 
oiis  activity  of  Pacoiet,  flung  their  whole  prepara- 
tions out  of  the  rude  aperture  which  served  for  a  win- 
dow, and  over  the  clifi,  from  which  the  ancient  Burgh 
arose,  into  the  ocean,  which  raged  and  foamed  be- 
neath. V\fda^  (dried  beef^)  hams,  and  pickled  pork. 
flew  after  each  other  into  the  empty  space,  smoked 
geese  were  restored  to  the  air,  and  cured  fish  to  the 
sea,  their  native  elements  indeed,  but  which  they 
were  no  longer  capable  of  traversing;  and  the  devas- 
tation proceeded  so  rapidly,  that  the  Udaller  could 
scarce  secure  from  the  wreck  his  silver  drinking  cup ; 
while  the  largo  leathern  flask  of  brandy,  which  was 
destined  to  supply  his  favourite  beverage^  was  sqnt  to 
folbw  the  rest  or  the  supper,  by  the  hands  of  Pacoiet, 
who  regarded,  at  the  same  Ume^  the  disappointed 
Udaller  with  a  malicious  grin,  as  if,  notwithstanding 
his  own  natural  taste  for  the  liquor,  he  enjoyed  the 
disappointment  and  surprise  of  Magnus  Troil  still 
more  than  he  would  have  relished  sharing  his  enjoy- 
ment 

The  destruction  of  the  brandy  flask  exhausted  the 
padence  of  Magnus^ho  roared  out,  in  a  tone  of  no 
small  displeasure,  "Why.  kinswoman,  this  is  waste- 
fiil  madness— where^  and  on  what,  would  you  ha^e 
us  sup?" 

"Where  you  will,"  answered  Nome,  "and  on  what 
you  will— but  not  in  my  dwelling,  and  not  on  the  food 
with  which  you  have  profaned  it.  Vex  mv  spirit  no 
more,  but  bc^ne  every  one  of  you !  You  nave  been 
here  too  long  for  my  good,  perhaps  for  your  own." 

**  How,  kinswoman,"  said  Magnus,  ''  would  you 
make  outcasts  of  us  at  this  dme  or  night,  when  even 
a  Scotchman  would  not  turn  a  stranger  from  the 
door  1— Bethink  you,  dame,  it  is  shame  on  our  line- 
age for  ever,  if  this  squall  of  yours  should  force  us  to 
sup  cables,  and  go  to  sea  so  scantily  provided." 

"  Be  silent,  and  dg>art,"  said  Noma ;  "  let  it  suffice 
you  have  got  that  for  which  you  came.  I  have  no 
harbourage  for  mortal  guests,  no  provision  to  relieve 
human  wants.  There  is  beneath  the  cliHj  a  beach  of 
the  finest  sand,  a  stream  of  water  as  pure  as  the  well 
of  Kildinguie,  and  the  rocks  bear  dulse  as  wholesome 
as  that  ox  Ouiodin ;  and  well  you  wot,  that  the  well 
of  Eildmguie  and  the  dulse  or  Ouiodin  will  cure  all 
maladies  save  Black  Death."* 

"And  well  I  wot,"  said  the  Udaller,  **  that  1  wonld 
eat  corrupted  sea- weeds  like  a  starlmg,  or 'salted 
seal's  flesh  like  the  men  of  Burralbrth,or  wilts,  buck- 
les, and  lampits,  like  the  poor  sneaks  of  Stroma, 
rather  than  break  wheat  bread  and  drink  red  wine  in* 
a  house  where  it  is  be^  "  " 
said,  checking  himaelC 

my  cousin,  to  speak  thus  to  you,  i 

thank  you  for  what  you  havf  done,  than  upbraid  you 
for  following  your  own  ways.  But  I  see  you  ar^  im- 
patient—we  will  be  all  under  way  presently.— And 
you,  ye  knaves,"  addressing  his  servants,  "  that  were 
in  such  hurry  witH  your  service  before  it  was  lacked, 
get  out  of  doors  with  )pn  presently,  and  manage  \o 
catch  the  ponies;  for  fsee  we  must  make  for  another 
harbour  to-night,  if  we  would  not  sleep  with  an  empty 
stomach,  ana  on  a  hard  bed." 

The  domestics  of  Magnus,  ab^ady  sufllciently 
alarmed  at  the  violence  of  Noma's  conduct,  scarce 
waited  the  imperious  command  of  their  master  to 
evacuate  her  awelnng  with  all  despatch;  and  the 
Udaller,  with  a  daughter,  on  each  arm,  was  in  the 
act  of  following  them,  when  Noma  said  emphati 
cally.  **  Stop !"  Thev  obeyed,  and  again  turned  to 
wards  her.  She  held  out  her  hand  to  Magnus, 
which  the  pUcable  Udallar  instantly  folded  in  his 
own  ample  palnu 

"Magnus,"  she  sakl,  **  we  part  by  neoeaaty,  but,  I 
trust,  not  in  anger?" 

"  Surely  not,  cousin,"  said  the  warm-hearted  Udal- 
ler. well  nigh  stammering  in  his  hasty  disclamation 
of  all  unkindness,— "  roost  assuredly  not.  T  never 
bear  ill-will  to  any  one,  much  less  to  one  of  my  own 
blood,  and  who  has  piloted  me  with  her  advice  thruugli 
many  a  rough  tide,  as  I  would  pilot  a  boat  betwixt 
«  8i  at  ImX  mj»  ta  Orkner  prowrt). 


aK  wneat  oread  ana  annKred  wine  in* 

it  is  begmdged  me.— And  yet,"  he 

himaelC  '*!  %m  wrong,  very  wrong, 

peak  thus  to  you,  and  i  should  rather 
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Swona  and  Stroma,  thnMi^  all  the  wawa,  wells,  and 
swclchiea  of  ihe  Pentrand  Frith."  „      .  ^ 

"Enough,"  said  Noma,  "and  now  farewell,  with 
■och  a  blessing  as  I  dare  bestow— not  a  word  more ! 
^Maidens,"  she  added,  "  draw  near,  and  let  me  kiss 
your  brows." 

The  sibyl  was  obeyed  by  Minna  with  awcL  and  by 
Brenda  with  fear;  the  one  overmastered  by  the 
warmth  of  her  imaginatioti,  the  other  by  the  natural 
timidity  of  her  constitution.  Noma  then  dismissed 
them,  and  in  two  minutes  afterwards  they  found 
themselves  beyond  the  bridge,  and  standing  upon  the 
rocky  piatform  in  front  of  the  ancient  Pictish  Burgh, 
whicn  it  was  the  pleasure  of  this  sequestered  female 
to  mhabit;  The  night  for  it  was  now  fallen,  was 
Mnusually  serene.  A  bright  twilight,  which  glim- 
mered far  over  the- surface  of  the  sea,  supplied  th^ 
brief  absence  X)f  the  summer's  sun ;  and  the  waves 
aeemed  to  sleep  under  its  influence,  s«  faint  and  slum- 
berous was  the  sound  with  which  one  after  another 
rolled  on  and  burst  against  the  foot  of  the  cliff  on 
which  they  stood. ,  In  front  of  them  stood  the  rugged 
fbrtreea^  seeming,  in  the  uniform  gravness  of  the  at- 
\nosphere,  as  ajged,  as  shapeless,  ana  as  massive,  as 
the  rock  on  which  it  was  founded.  Hiere  was  neither 
sight  nor  sound  that  indicated  human  habitation, 
save  that  from  one  rude  shot-hole  glimmered  the 
flame  of  the  feeble  lamp  by  which  th^  sibyl  was 
ptobably  pursuing  her  mvstical  and  nocturnal  studies, 
shooting  upon  the  iwilignt.  in  which  it  was  soon  lost 
and  confounded,  a  single  line  of  tiny  light ;  bearing 
the  same  proportion  to  that  of  the  atmosphere,  as  the 
aged  woman  and  her  serf,'  the  sole  inhabitants  of  that 
desert,  did  to  the  solitude  with  which  they  were  sur- 
rounded. ,,    .        , 

For  several  minutes,  the  party,  thus  suddenly  and 
ipexpectedly  expelled  from  the  shelter  where  they 
had  reckoned  upon  spending  the  night,  stood  in 
silence,  each  wrapt  in  their  own  separate  reflections. 
Minna,  her  thoughts  fixed  on  the  mystical  consola- 
tion which  she  had  received,  in  vain  endeavoured  to 
extract  from  the  words  of  Noma  a  more  distinct  and 
intelligible  meaning;  and  the  ITdaller  had  not  yet 
recovered  his  suipnse  at  the  extrusion  to  which  he 
had  b^n  thus  whimsically  subjected,  under  circum- 
stances that  prohibited  him  from  resenting  as  an 
insult,  treatment,  which,  in  all  other  respects,  was 
so  sbockiiuc  to  the  genial  hospitality  of  nis  nature, 
that  he  stiU  felt  like  one  disposed  to  bo  angry,  if  he 
but  knew  how  to  set  about  it.  Brenda  waa  the  first 
who  brought  matters  to  a  point,  by  asking  whither 
they  were  to  go,  and  how  they  were  to  spend  the 
night  1  The  question,  which  was  asked  in  a  tone, 
that,  amidst  its  simplicity,  had  something  dolorous 
in  it,  entirely  changed  the  train  of  her  father's  ideas; 
and  the  unexpected-  perplexity  of  their  situation  now 
striking  him  in  a  comic  point  of  view,  he  laughed 
till  his  very  eyes  ran  over,  while  every  rock  around 
him  rang,  and  the  sleeping  sea-fowl  were  startled 
fron<  their  repose^  by  the  loud,  hearty  explosions  of 
hilt  obstreperous  hilarity. 

The  Udaller's  daughters,  «igcrly  representing  to 
their  father  the  risk  of  displeasjng  Noma  by  this 
unlimited  indulgence  of  his  mirth,  united  their  efforts 
to  drag  him  to  a  farther  distance  from  her  dwelling. 
Magnus,  yielding  to  their  strength,  which,  feeble  as  it 
was,  his  own  fit  of  laughter  rendered  him  incapable 
of  resisting,  suffered  himself  to  be  pulled  to  a  consi- 
derable distance  from  the  Burgh,  and  then  escaping 
from  their  hands,  and  sitting  down,  or  rather  suffer- 
ing himself  to  drop,  upon  a  large  stone  which  lay  con- 
veniently by  thn  wayside,  he  again  laughed  so  long 
and  lustily,  that  his  vexed  and  anxious  daughters  be- 
came afraid  that  there'  was  something  more  than 
natural  in  these  rgxated  convulsions. 

At  length  his  mirth  exhausted  both  itself  and  the 
Udaller's  strength.  He  groaned  heavily,  wiped  his 
eyes,  and  said,  not  without  feeling  some  desire  to 
renew  his  obstreperous  cachinnation,  "  Now,  by  the 
bones  of  Saint  Magnus,  my  ancestor  and  namesake^ 
one  would  imagine  that  being  turned  out  of  doors,  at 
this  time  of  night,  was  nothing  short  of  an  absolutely 
exquisite  jest:  for  I  have  shaken  my  sides  at  it  tiO 
.hej  ache.    There  ^e  sat,  made  snug  for  the  night, 


and  I  made  as  tore  of  a  good  supper  and  a  eao  ai 
ever  I  had  been  of  either^-and  here  we  are  all  taken 
aback  1  and  then  ifoor  Brenda's  dolefiil  voica^  and 
melancholy  question,  of  VWhat  is  to  be  done,  and 
where  are  we  to  sleep  7'  In  good  faith,  unless  ooh  d 
those  knaves,  who  must  needs  torment  the  poor 
woman  by  their  trencher-work  before  it  was  waolei^ 
can  make  amends  by  telling  us  of  somesmi^poit 
under  our  lee,  we  have  no  other  course  for  it  bat  to 
steer  through  the  twilight  on  the  bearing  of  Bmgk- 
Westnu  and  rough  it  out  as  well  as  we  can  by  th$ 
way.  1  am  sorry  but  for  you,  girb ;  for  many  i 
cruise  have  I  been  upon  when  we  were  on  sborttf 
allowance  than  we  are  like  to  have  now.— I  woekf 
I  had  but  secured  a  morsel  for  you,  and  a  dnpkf 
myself;  and  then  there  had  been  but  little  to  eoiih 
plain  of." 

Both  sisters  hastened  to  assure  the  Udaller  tbt 
they  felt  not  the  least  occasion  for  food. 

"  Why,  that  is  well,"  said  Msgnus :  "  and  so  bcnfc 


the  caw,  I  will  not  complain  of  my  owii,appeiil| 


though  it  is  sharper  than  convenient.  And  the  r 


Nicholas  Strumpfer,— *what  a  leer  the  villain  gavent, 
as  he  started  the  good  Nantz  into  the  Salt-water  IHi 
grinned,  the  knave,  like  a  seal  on  a  skerry.— Hiidl 
not  been  for  vexing  my  poor  kinswoman  Nore^I 
would  have  sent  his  misbegotten  body  and  missbiiKi 
jolterhead,  after  my  bonny  flask,  as  sure  as  Sat 
Magnus  lies  at  Kirkwall !" 

By  this  time  the  servants  returned  frith  the  ponn^ 
which  they  had  very  soon  caught— these  sensible  loh 
mals  finding  nothing  so  captivating  in  the  pattm 
where  they  pad  been  suffered  to  stray,  as  incfiae^ 
them  to  resist  the  invitation  again  to  subject  tbea- 
selves  to  saddle  and  bridle.  The  prospects  of  dN 
party  were  also  considerably  improved  bjr  letnrioc 
that  the  contents  of  their  sumpter-pony's  burden  bad 
notbeenentirelyexhaueted,— a  small  basket  hamg 
fortunately  escaped  the  rage  of  Noma  andPaoolet,  n 
the  rapidity  with  which  one  of  the  servanti  hid 
caught  up  and  removed  it  The  same  domesde,  ifl 
alert  and  ready-witty  fellow,  had  observed  upon  dw 
beach,  not  above  three  miles  distant  from  the  B  -^ 
and  about  a  ouarter  of  a  mile  off  their  straight 
a  deserted  Skip,  or  fishermen's  hut,  and  sugi 
that  they  should  occupy  it  for  the  rest  of  the  nigliT,  is 
order  that  the  ponies  mi^ht  be  refreshed,  and  the 
young  ladii  s  ^end  the  night  under  cover  from  the 
raw  evening  air. 

When  we  are  delivered  from  great  and  tawoB 
dangers,  our  mode  is,  or  ought  to  be,  grave  in  pnn 
portion  to  the  peril  we  have  escaped,  and  the  grati- 
tude due  to  protecting  Providence.  But  few  diiB^ 
raise  the  spirits  more  naturally,  or  more  harmletnf. 
than  when  means  of  extricatk>n  from  any  of  liie 
lesser  embarrassments  of  lifeare-suddenly  ^reseniai 
to  us;  and  such  was  the  case  in  the  present  iDstaDCft 
The  Udaller,  relieved  from  the  apprehensions  for  lis 
daughtere  suffering  from  fatigue,  and  himself  fr(W 
too  much  appetite  and  too  little  food,  carolled  None 
ditties,  as  he  spurred  Bergen  throwh  the  twilig^ 
with  as  much  glee  and  gallantry  as  if  the  nignt-nof 
had  been  entirely  a  matter  of  his  own  free  cbmo^* 
Brenda  lent  her  voice  to  some  of  his  choruses,  wfcH^ 
were  echoed  in  ruder  notes  by  the  servants^  wba  o 
that  simple  state  of  society,  were  not  oonsidcredtt 
guilty  of^any  breach  of  respect  by  mingling  tbeff 
voices  with  the  song.  Minna,  indeed,  was  as  fj 
unequal  to  such  an  effort;  but  ahe  compelled  boim 
to  assume  some  share  in  the  general  huarity  oMM 
meeting ;  and  contrary  to  her  conduct  since  the  liw 
morning  which  concluded  the  Festival  of  Saint  Joon, 
she  seemed  to  take  her  usual  interest  in  vbat  wai 
going  on  around  her,  and  answered  with  kuwBjJ 
and  readiness  the  repeated  inquiries  eoncerrang  wr 
health,  with  which  the  Udaller  every  now  sDdyFJ 
interrupted  his  caroL  And  thus  they  pro^eedeflj 
night,  a  happier  party  by  far  than  they  h»Mr" 
when  they  traced  the  same  route  on  the  pijow"* 
morning,  making  light  of  the  difficulties  of  inewjij 
and  promising  themselves  shelter  and  a  comfortawj 
night's  rest  in  the  deserted  hut  which  they  were  ww 
aboiit  to  approach,  and  which  they  expected  to  nw 
in  a  state  of  darknese  and  solitude. 
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Bm  it  wit  tfa*  lot  of  the  ttdaller,  tli«t  d«r  to  be 
keawed  more  than  onoe  in  hie  calculetione. 

"And  which  wavlies  this  cabin  of -yours,  Laurie  1'* 
nid  {he  UdaUer,  aodreaains  the  intelligent  domestic 
ck  whom  we  just  spoke. 

**  Yonder  it  should  be,"  said  Laurence  Scholey, 
"ai  the  head  of  the  voe— but,  by  ray  faith,  if  it  be 
lbs  place,  there  are  folk  there  before  u^-'Ood  and 
Sunt  Ronan  send  that  their  be  canny  company !'' 

In  tradi  there  w«s  a  light  in  the  deserted  hut, 
nning  enough  to  glimmer  through  every  chink  of 
&•  shingles  and  wreck-wood  of  which  it  was  con- 
nocted,  and  to  give  the  whole  cabin  the  appearance 
of  a  smithy  seen  bv  night.  The  universal  super- 
Rtioa  of  the  Zetlanoen  seiaed  upon  Magnus  ana  his 
aeort. 

**  They  are  trows,"  said  one  voice. 

*  Tliey  are  witches,"  munnuied  another^ 

"They  are  mermaids."  muttered  n  third;  **only 
tasr  their  wild  sinsing  I" 

All  stopped ;  and,  m  effect  some  notes  of  musie 
woe  audwle,  which  Brenda,  with  a  voice  that 
quwted  a  little,  but  yet  had  a  turn  of  arch  ridi- 
ok  in  its  tooe,  pronounced  to  be  the  sound  of  a 


"Fiddle  or  6endJ'  said  the  Udaller,  who^  if  he 
Mined  in  such  nightly  apparitions  as  had  strack 
ternir  into  his  retinue,  certainlv  feared  them  not— 
**  6ddle  or  fiend,  may  the  devil  fetch  me  if  a  witch 
disats  me  out  of  supper  to-night,  for  the  second 
uneT 

So  saying,  he  dismounted,  clenched  his  trusty 
tmeheoo  in  nis  hand,  and  advanced  towards  the  hut, 
iaQswtd  by  Laurence  alone;  the  rest  of  his  retinue 
CQnttBoing  stationary  on  the  beach  beside  his  daugh- 
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Vkttteo.myjorial  mates  I  come  on  i  we'll  frolie  it 
Like  tuneM  trnkinz  in  the  merry  moonthiiie. 
6wn  br  the  cartel  friar,  who,  from  vome  chniteninff 
Or  eovM  Uithe  bridal,  biee  belated  cell- ward- 
He  ri*arta.  aad  ehiiiies  hie  bold  bottle  iwafser 
To  eharefaBMa'i  paop  profbecional.  aad,  ranaacidiif 
Rta  traaelienNtt  memorr  for  eome  holy  hjrmn, 
Find*  tat  Itia  mindel  of  the  midnight  oatoh.-OM  Ptaf, 

The  stride  of  the  Udaller  relaied  nothing  of  its 
length  or  of  its  firmness  as  he  approached  me  giim- 
iBcnng  eahio,  from  which  be  now  heard  distinctly  the 
HKuid  of  the  (iddle.  But,  if  still  long  and  firm,  his 
•taps  succeeded  each  other  rather  more  slowly  than 
oaual ;  fi)r,  like  a  cautious,  though  a  brave  general, 
Ha^ous  was  willing  to  reconnoitre  his  enemy  before 
aaiaiUng  him.  The  trusty  Laurence  Scholey,  who 
kept  close  behind  his  master,  now  whispered  into  his 
nr,  "*  Bo  help  me,  sir,  as  I  believe  that  the  ghaist,  if 
sbaist  it  b^  that  blajrs  so  bravelv  on  the  fiddle,  must 
oe  the  ghaist  of  Maister  Claud  Halcro,  or  his  wraith 
rWast;  for  never  was  bow  drawn  across  thairm 
which  broitfht  out  the  gude  auld  q)rig  of  *Fair  and 
Lockjr/  so  tike  his  ain.'^ 

*  M^us  was  himsep'muchof thesameopinion ;  for 
!  be  knew  the  blithe  minstrelsy  of  the  spirited  little  old 
!  mao^  and  hailed  the  hut  with  a  hearty  hilloah,  which 
:  *••  unmedifttely  replied  to  by  the  cheery  note  of  his 
I  inasnt  messmate,  and  Halcro  himself  presently  made 
tm  appearance  on  the  beach. 

The  Udaller  now  signed  to  his  retinue  to  come  up. 
;  «iule  he  asked  his  friend,  after  a  kind  of  greeting  and 
I  ^ach  shaking  of  hands,  ^*How  the  devil  be  came  to 

■t  then^  playing  old  tunes  in  so  desolate  a  place,  like 

ttovl  wnoopiiw  to  the  moon  T- 
"And  tell  me  rather,  Fowd,"  said  Claud  Halcro, 
now  you  came  to  be  within  bearing  of  me  1  av,  by 

{r  word,  and  with  your  bonny  daughters,  too  7~Jarto 

Kuia  and  Jarto  Brenda,  I  bid  you  welcome  to  these 


miong  day  out  of  twilight,  and  tummg  all  you  step 
«?)0D  to  silver?" 

"Tou  shall  know  all  about  them  presently,"  an- 
^9ui  Magnus  i  "hat  what  measmates  have  you 


got  m  the  httt  with  yon?  I  thmk  I  hear  some  one 
speaking." 

**  Non€^*  replied  Claud  Halcnx  **  but  that  poor  crea- 
ture, the  Factor,  and  my  imp  of  a  boy  Giles.  I— but 
come  in— come  in— here  you  will  find  us  starving  in 
comfort— not  so  much  as  a  mouthful  of  sour  sillocks 
to  be  had  for  love  or  money." 

"That  may  be  in  a  small  part  helped,"  said  the 
Udaller ;  "  for  though  the  beet  of  our  supper  is  gone 
over  the  Fitful  .Craigs  to  the  sealchies  and  the  dog- 
fish, yet  we  have  got  something  in  the  kit  stilL— Herei 
Laune.  bring  up  the  v\fda** 

*'JoKxUi  Jokuir*  was  Laurenoe^s  joyful  answer; 
and  he  hastened  for  the  basket 

*'By  the  bicker  of  Saint  Magnns,"t  said  Halcro, 
"and  the  burliest  bishop  that  ever  quafled  it  for  luck's 
sake^  there  is  no  finding  your  locker  empty,  Magnus  I 
I  believe  sincerely  that  ere  a  friend  wanted,  you  cuuld, 
like  old  Luggie  the  warlock,  fish  up  boiled  and  roasted 
out  of  th^pool  of  Kib8ter."¥ 

"  You  are  wrong  there,  Jarto  Claud,"  said  Magnns 
Troil,  "far  from  nelpiiig  me  to  a  supper,  the  foul 
fiend,  t  believe,  has  carried  oif  great  part  of  mine  this 
blessed  evening;  but  you  are  welcome  to  share  and 
share  of  what  is  left."  This  was  said  while  the  party 
entered  the  hut. 

Here,  in  a  cabin  which  smelled  strongly  of  dried 
fish,  and  whose  sides  and  roof  were  jet-black  with 
smoke,  they  found  the  unhappy  Triptolemt^s  Yellow- 
ley  seated  beside  a  fire  made  of  dried  sea- weed,  min- 
gled ^th  some  peats  and  wreck-wood ;  his  sole  com- 
panion a  barefooted,  yellow-haired  Zetland  boy,  who 
acted  occasionally  as  a  kind  of  page  to  Claud  Halcro, 
bearing  his  fiddle  on  his  shoulder,  saddling  his  pony, 
and  rendering  him  similar  duties  of  kindly  observance. 
The  disconsolate  agriculturist,  for  such  nis  visage  be- 
tokened him,  disphiyed  httle  surprise,  and  less  anima- 
tion, at  the  arrival  of  the  Udaller  and  his  compa- 
nions, until,  after  the  party  had  drawn  close  to  the 
fire,  (a  neighbourhood  which  the  dampness  of  the 
night  air  rendered  far  from  disagreeable,)  the  pannier 
was  opened,  and  a  tolerable  supjflly  of  barley-bread 
and  hung  beef,  besides  a  flask  or  brandy,  (no  doubt 
8  fialler  than  ihkt  which  the  relentless  hand  of  Pacolet 
had  emptied  into  the  ocean.)  gave  assurances  of  a 
^lerable  supper.  Then,  indeed,  the  worthy  Factor 
grinned,  chuckled,  robbed  his  hands,  and  inquired 
after  all  friends  at  Burgh-Westnu 

When  the  7  had  all  partaken  of  this  needful  refresh- 
ment, the  Udaller  repeated  his  inquiries  of  Halcro,  and 
more  particularly  of^ihe  Factor,  how  they  came  to  be 
nestled  in  such  a  remote  comer  at  such  an  hour  of 
night. 

*  Maister  Magnus  Troil,"  said  Triptolemus,  when 
a  second  cup  had  given  him  spirits  to  tell  his  tale  of 
wo,  *'I  would  not  have  you  think  that  it  is  a  little 
thing  that  disturbs  me.  I  came  of  that  grain  that 
takes  a  sair  wind  to  shake  it  I  have  seen  mapy  a 
Martinmas^  and  many  a  Whitsunday  in  my  day, 
whilk  are  the  times  peculiarly  grievous  to  thoi^of  my 
craft,  and  I  could  aye  bid  the  bang :  but  I  think  I  am 
like  to  be  dug  ower  a'thegither  in  this  damned  coun- 
try of  yours— Oude  forgie  me  for  swearing— but  evil 
communication  corropteth  sood  manners." 

"Now,  Heaven  guide  us,"  said  the  Udaller,  "what 
is  the  matter  with  the  man  7  Why,  man,  if  you  will 
put  your  plough  into  new  land,  you  must  look  to 
have  it  hank  on  a  stone  now  and  then— You  most 
set  us  an  example  of  patience,  seeing  you  come  here 
for  our  improvciaent.'*^ 

"  And  the  deil  wfts  in  my  feet  when  I  did  so,"  said 
the  Factor;  "I  had  better  iiave  set  mj'self  to  improve 
the  cairn  on  Clochnaben." 

•  JoftW.  yee.  sir:  a  None  expreeeioa,  ettll  in  oommon  nee, 
t  The  Bicker  or  Saint  Ma^iuv,  a  ve«iel  of  enormuua  dime»< 
•Ions,  waapreeerved  at  Kirkwall,  and  preaented  to  each  biahop 
of  Uie  Orknejrs.  If  the  new  incumbent  waa  abie  to  quaff  it  oat 
at  one  dreaf  lit,  whicli  waa  a  taak  R>r  Hereaies  or  ilorie  Mhor  of 
Dunvegon,  the  omen  boded  a  crop  of  uauaual  fertility. 

t  Logf  ie,  a  l^oua  conjurer,  waa  wont,  when  atonM  pn- 
?entod  him  from  toing  to  hiR  uaual  employment  of  fkbioc,  to 
angle  over  a  iteep  rock,  at  the  place  called,  from  hit  name. 
Lot f  le's  RnotJ.  At  other  timea  he  drew  up  dreined  food  while 
they  were  out  at  sea,  of  Mifich  bin  comrades  partitok  boldiv 
ttom  natural  eourafe,  without  carina  who  stood  cook.  TlM 
poor  ouui  wu  finally  eondemned  and  burnt  at  Scalloway. 
»0* 
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"But  what  .9  it,  after  all,"  Mid  theUdaller,  **th8t 
has  hefallen  vou  7— what  is  it  that  yoti  complain  of?" 

"Ofeverv'thinK  that  ha«  chanced  to  me  since  I 
landed  on  thin  island,  which  I  believe  was  aocureed  at 
the  very  creation,"  said  the  af^'culturist,  **  and  assign- 
ed as  a  fitting  station  for  sorncrs.  thieves,  whores,  (I 
beg  the  ladies'  pardon,)  witches,  bitchest  and  all  evil 
spirits  r* 

*'  By  mv  faith,  a  goodly  catalogue !"  said  Magnns ; 
"and  there  has  been  the  day,  that  if  I  had  heard  you 
give  out  tne  half  of  it,  I  should  have  turned  improver 
myself,  and  have  tried  to  amend  your  manners  with  a 

"Bear  with  me,"  said  the  Factor,  " Maisier  Fowd. 
orMaisterUdaller,  or  whatever  else  they  may  call  you, 
and  as  you  arc  strong  be  pitiful,  and  consider  the  luck- 
lass  lot  of  any  inexperienced  person  who  lights  upon 
this  earthly  paradise  of  yours.  He  asks  for  dnnk, 
they  brine  nim  sour  wbey—no  disparagement  to  your 
brandy,  Fowd,  which  is  exoellentr-You  ask  for  meal, 
and  they  bring  you  sour  sillocks  that.  Satan  micht 
choke  upon— You  call  your  labourers  together,  and  uid 
them  work;  it  proves  Saint  Magnus's  day,  or  Saint 
Ronan's  day,  or  some  infernal  saint  or  other's— or 
else,  perhapa  they  have  come  our  of  bed  with  the 
wrong  foot  foremost,  or  they  have  seen'an  owl,  or  a 
«abbit  has  crossed  their  path,  or  they  have  dreamed,  of 
a  roasted  horse— in  short,  nothii^g  is  to  bedone-^ive 
them  a  spade,  and  they  work  as  if  it  burned  their  fin- 
^l^rs ;  but  set  them  to  dancing,  and  see  when  ihey  will 
tu-e  of  funking  and  flinging  1' 

"  And  why  should  they,  poor  bodies,"  said  Claud 
HalcTOw"  as  long  as  there  are  good  fiddlers  to  play  to 
ihem'r 

"Ay,  ay,"  said  Triptolcmus,  shaking  his  head,  **you 
are  a  proper  person  to  uphold  them  in  such  a  hutnour. 
Well,  to  proceed :— I  till  a  piece  of  my  best  ground; 
down  comes  a  sturdy  beggar  that  wants  a  kailyard, 
or  a  plant-a-cruive,  as  you  call  it,  and  he  claps  down 
an  enclosure  in  the  middle  of  my  bit  shot  of  corn,  as 
lightly  as  if  he  was  baith  laird  and  tenant ;  and  gain- 
say him  wha  likes,  there  he  dibbles  in  his  kail-plants ! 
I  sit  down  to  my  sorrowful  dinner,  thinking  tohave 
peace  and  ({uietness  Uiere  at  least;  when  in  comes 
one,  two.  cmve,  four,  or  half-a-dozen  of  skelping  long 
iads,  froiji  some  foolery  or  anither,  misca'  me  for  bar- 
ring my  ain  door  against  them,  and  eat  up  the  best 
half  of  what  my  sister's  providence— and  she  is  not 
OTsr  bountiful— has  allotted  for  my  dinner !  Then  en- 
ters a  witch,  with  an  ellwand  in  her  hand,  and  she 
raises  the  wind  or  lays  it,  whichever  snelikes^  majors 
-  op  and  down  my  house  as  if  she  was  mistress  of  it, 
and  1  am  hounden  to  thank  Heaven  if  she  carries  not 
the  broadside  of  it  away  with  her  I" 

"  Still,"  said  the  Fowd,  "  this  is  no  answer  to  my 
question— how  the  foul  fiend  I  come  to  find  you  at 
moorings  here  7" 

"  Have  patience,  worthy  sir,"  replied  the  afiiicted 

.  Factor,  "and  listen  to  what  I  nave  to  say,  for  I  fancy 

it  will  be  as  well  to  tell  you  the  whole  matter.    You 

must  know,  I  once  thought  that  I  had  gotten  a  small 

godsend,  that  might  have  made  all  these  makers 


*  How !  a  godsend  I  Do  you  mean  a  wreck,  Mas- 
tar  Factor  1"  exclaimed  Magnus ;  "  shame  upon  you, 
that  ahould  have  set  example  to  others  1" 

**It  was  no  wreck,"  said  the  Factor  j  "but,  if  you 
must  needs  know,  it  chanced  that  as  I  raised  a  hearth- 
stane  in  one  of  the  old  chambers  at  Stourburgb,  (for 
my  sister  is  minded  that  there  is  little  use  in  mair  fire- 
places about  a  house  than  one,  and  1  wanted  the 
stane  to  knock  bear  upon,)  when,  what  should  I  light 
on  but  a  horn  full  of  okl  coins,  silver  the  maist  feck  of 
them,  but  wi'  a  bit  sprinkling  of  gold  amang  them 
too.*  Wecl,  I  thought  this  was  a  dainty  windfa',  and 
so  thought  Baby,  and  we  were  the  mair  willing  tQ  put 
np  with  a  place  where  there  were  siccan  braw  nest- 
eggs  ■  end  we  slade  down  the  stane  cannily  over  the 

*Whito  iheM  aheott  wera  pawinf  Oirough  the  pnm,  t  noeiTod 
a  ettmrfVoin  an  lionoarable  and  Jearned  friend,  conteininf  the 
fWlowinf  pa«<are,  relatioc  to  adiicoTerr  in  Zetiand :— "  Wiihin 
a  few  weeks.  Uie  workmen  takinir  op  the  fuuadatMn  of  aa  old 
Willi,  came  on  a  hearth  stono.  under  which  ther  found  a  horn, 
murouwi^  wiUi  nuiMtvo  tilver  rfnft,  like  braeemu,  and  filled 
wfth  coint  of  (he  Ueptaretaj,  io  perfect  pmervation.     The 


horn,  whusi  seemed  to  like  to  be  ne  very  eomooQiM, 
or  horn  of  abimdaoce ;  and  for  further  apcurity.  Boy 
wad  visit  the  room  jnaybe  twenty  times  in  tne  day, 
and  mysell  at  an  orra  time,  to  the  oooi  of  a'  ihat" 

**  On  my  word,  and  a  very  pretty  amusement,"  nid 
Claud  HalcrO)  to  look  over  a  horn  of  one's  own 
siller.  I  question  if  glonous  John  Dryden  ever  enjojr- 
ed  such  a  pastime  in  his  life— 1  am  Tory  sure  I  nsver 
did." 

"  Yes.  but  you  forget,  Jarto  Claod,"  said  the  Udalkr, 
"  that  the  Factor  was  only  countmg  over  the  roooey 
for  my  Lord  the  Chamberlain.  As  ne  is  so  keea  w 
his  Lordship's  rights  in  whales  and  wrecks^  hsworii 
not  surely  forget  him  in  treasiire-trove." 

"  A-hem !  a-hero  !  &-he^he-hem  T  Qacalalid 
Triptolemus,  seized  at  the  moment  with  an  awkwtid 
fit  of  cough mg,— "no  doubt,  my  Lord's  right  in  tiic 
matter  wouki  nave  been  consklcTsd,  being  in  the  hud 
bf  one^  though  I  say  it  as  just  as  can  be  ib«nd  in  An- 
gus-shire,  let  alone  the  Meams^  But  mark  wte, 
happened  of  bte !  One  day,  as  I  >vent  up  to  see  dHi 
all  was  safe  and  snug,  and  just  to  count  out  the  ih«i 
that  should  have  been  his  Lordship's— for  surely  tia 
labourer,  as  one  may  call  the  finder,  is  wertlnr  of  Ui 
hire- -nay,  some  learned  men  say,  that  wfieo  m 
finder,  in  point  of  tnist  and  iB  pomt  of  power.  % 
presenleth  the  dominutt  or  lord  superior,  he  tinl 
the  whole;  but  let  that  pass,  as  a  kittle  questiosii 
apieihuM  juri»,  as  we  wont  to  say  at  Saint  Andiess*^ 
Well,  sir  and  ladies,  when  I  went  to  the  upper  cfaaf 
her,  what  should  I  see  but  an  ugsome.  ill-shaped,  «i 
most  uncouth  dwarC  that  wanted  but  noofii  and  ham 
to  have  made  an  utter  deril  of  him,  coundngovcrll. 
very  homful  of  siUer !  I  am  no  tinnoroos  man,  MiMH 
Fowd,  but.  Judging  that  I  shoidd  proceed  with  caoMH 
in  such  a  mattei^for  I  had  reason  to  beliem  m 
there  was  devilry  in  it— I  accosted  him  in  IM 
(whilk  it  is  maist  becoming  to  speak  to  aught  wm. 
taketh  upon  it  as  a  goblin.)  and  coiuored  hun  tnir 
fHincy^  and  so  fortl^  with  such  words  ss  my  poff 
learning  could  fiimish  of  a  suddenty,  whilk,  to  af 
truth,  were  not  so  manv,  nor  altogether  so  purely  ■*] 
tineezed  as  might  have  been,  had  I  not  been  fewyeM^ 
at  college,  and  many  at  the  pleugh.  Well  simM 
started  at  first,  as  one  that  heareth  that  which  hH^  i 
pects  not ;  but  jpresently  recovering  himself,  be  vtn 
on  me  with  his  gray  een,  like  a  wild-cat,  and  ofmi 
his  mouth,  whilk  resembled  the  mouth  of  an  m 
for  the  deil  a  tongue  he  had  in  it,  that  I  gouM  97.  w 
took  upon  his  ugly  self,  sitogether  the  sir  and  w*n>r 
of  a  bull-dog,  whilk  I  have  seen  loosed  at  a  furoPjl 
a  mad  staig;*  whereupon  I  was  something  damml 
and  vrithdrew  myself  to  call  upon  sister  Baby,  iw^ 
fesrs  neither  dog  nor  devil,  when  there  is  in  qiMMlj 
the  little  penny  nller.  And  truly  she  raise  to  the  M 
as  I  hae  seen  the  Lindsays  and  Ojginies  biisde  1^ 
when  Donald  MacDonnoch,  or  the  like,  made  ifttfT 
down  frae  the  Highlands  on  the  braes  of  Islay.  ^y. 
an  suld  useless  csriine^lled  Tronda  DronsdamMtJ 
(they  might  call  her  Drone  the  sell  of  her,  ™ijj 
farther  addition,)  flung  herself  right  in  my  «^% 
gate,  and  yelloched  and  skirted,  that  you  wouWht^; 
thought  her  a  whole  generation  of  hounds;  w"^' 
upon  I  judged  it  best  to  make  ae  yoking  of  it,  asd 
the  pleugh  until  I  got  my  sister's  assistance.,  vV 
when  I  had  done,  and  we  mounted  the  btair  to 
apartment  in  which  the  said  dwarf;  devil,  or  other 
parition,  was  to  be  seen,  dwarf,  horn,  and  siller^* 
as  clean  gane  as  if  the  cat  had  lickit  the  place 
I  saw  them." 

Here  Triptolemus  paused  in  his  extraordinary  __ 
ntkoi^  while  the  rest  of  the  party  looked  nposjog 
other  in  surprise,  and  the  Udaller  muSlered  to  Cw^ 
Halcro— "By  all  tokens,  this  must  hsve  ti 
the  devil  or  Nicholas  Strympfer :  snd,  if  it 


he  is  more  of  a  goblin  than  e'er  I  gave  him  credit 
and  shall  be  apt  to  rate  him  as  such  in  future.**  ^ 
addressing  the  Factor,  he  inquired—"  ^'^^Jl 
how  this  dwarf  of  youra  parted  company  r* 

place  of  findinr  it  within  a  very  abort  diftaooe  of  the(u 
reiidenee  of  Noma  of  the  Pltftil-head."-Thiia  oneef  tw, 
imprabablo  fictioni  of  the  tale  it  vedfied  by  a  usiwv 
'ice. 
'  YoanffiiDbrolcslMMiSk 


'M 


«p.  XXZj 


1REP1RATB. 


if  I  Aall  answer  it,  ]k\"  nplied  Triptolemus, 
(a  cautious  look  aruuiui  hinn,  aa  if  daunted  by  the 
iisetmi  "aeiiha  1^  nor  Baby,  who  had  her  wita 
t  aboDt  ber,  not  having  seen  this  unaeemly  vision, 
li  perceive  fBj  way  by  whiU  he  made  evasion. 
fTrondt  said  she  saw  nim  flee  forth  of  the  wio- 
fof  the  west  roundel  of  the  auld  houae^  upon  a 
■0,  u  siie  avened.  But,  as  the  dragon  la  held  a 
pa  anima]^  I  sold  pronounce  her  avirmeat  to 
'^0  dtcepho  vimuJ 

ML  may  we  not  aak  farther,"  said  Brenda,  Bti- 
■H  by  cniwaity  to  know  aa  much  of  her  cousin 
prf  iimiir  as  waa  poeaible^  '*  how  all  this  operated 
I  VtKer  TelJowIey,  so  as  to  occasion  his  beug  in 
Mee  at  bo  nnaeaaonable  an  hour  V 
Huonable  it  moat  be,  SGatieas  Brenda,  since  it 
■t  81  into  your  sweet  'compaiiy,"  answered 
iHilcro,  whose^nercurial  brain  far  outstripped 
•w  conceptions  of  the  agriculturist,  and  who 
IM  iopitieot  of  beinff  so  kmg  silent  "  To  say  the 
I  tt  ms  i;  Mistress  Brenda,  who  recomnended 
ft  fiind  the  Factor^  whoae  houae  I  chanced  to 
It  JBM  after  this  mischance,  (and  where,  by  the 
Uwing  doubdess  to  the  huny  of  their  spirits,  I 
[M^Bilf  isoeived.)  to  make  a  visit  to  our  other 
ntintfoHHad,  well  judging  from  certain  points 
P»Moi^it«|iich  my  other  and  more  particular 
m^eiAe^  (looking  at  Magnus) "  mav  chance 
bnatfleaadiat  thev  who  break  a  head  are  the 

s Hi  Master.    And  as  our  frieiid  the  Factor 

U  nraiing  on  horseback,  in  respect  of  some 

jinBtnr  ponies" — - 

nftue  incarnate  devils,"  said  Triptolemua, 
Hkiing  under  his  breath,  "like  every  live 

J(/tove£mnd  in  Zetland. 

lAwd,"  continued  Halcro,  "I  andertook  to 

Bl»  Fitful-head  in  my  little  boat,  which  Qil( 


manaxe  as  if  it  were  an  Admiral's  bame 
-^  ^  i;  and  Master  Triptolemus  Yellowl^  wQl 

l«v  seaman-like  I  piloted  him  to  the  little  faa- 

gm  agparterof  a  mile  of  Noma's  dwelling.*' 
^IB 10  Heaven  you  had  brought  me  as  safe  back 
.Mid  the  Factor. 

f»,tobe  sure,"  replied  the  minstrel,  "I  am,  as 

Woho  saya,— 


iwnciMloCnMrtremity. 

■MviUi  the  daagn  when  the  wavai  go  hifii, 

m  the  rtBrm-bvt,  fbr  a  calm  voftt, 

B  ftBcr  IBO  new  dM  snMli,  t«  ahow  nif  wit*  ** 

Ifcpwed  littfe  wit  in  intrusting  myself  to  your 
%  nid  Triptolemus t  "and  you  still  less  when 
■K  the  boat  at  the  throat  of  the  voe,  as  you  call 

aBeitn  the  poor  bairn,  that  was  mair  than  half 
told  you  that  you  were  carrying  too  much 
then  ye  wad  fasten  the  rape  to  the  bit  stick 
^tside;  that  ye  might  have  time  to  play  on 

Mtf  said  theUdaller,  "make  faat  the  sheets 
vvart?  a  moat  unseasonable  practice,  Claud 

1  fae  came  of  it,"  replied  the  agriculturist; 
jen^at  blast  (ana  we  are  never  lang  without 
■eaeparts>wholni6d  us  as  a  gudemfe  would 
■  jbowiBi  and  ne'er  a  thing  wad  Maister  Hal- 
t  bat  his  fiddle.  The  puir  oaim  swam  out  like 
PjMuel,  and  I  swattered  hard  for  my  life,  wi* 
per  ane  of  the  oars ;  and  here  we  are,  comfort- 
HttKa,  that,  till  a  gpood  wind  blew  you  here, 
MiDig  to  eat  hot  a  mouthful  of  Norway  rusk, 
a  mair  sawdust  than  rye-meal  iff  it,  and  tastes 
■^tme  than  any  thing  else." 
iit  we  heard  you  very  merry,"  said  Brenda, 
le  nlotm  the  beach." 

1  a  fiddle,  MiaCress  Brenda,"  said  the  Fac- 

Biavbe  ye  may  ti^ink  there  c^n  be  nae 

"^  where  that  is  aknling.    But  then  it  was 

Old  Halcro's  fiddle,  whilk.  I  am  apt  to 

likirl  at  his  fiatbei's  deathbed,  or  at  his  ain. 

'shia  finicers  oouM  pinch  the  thairm.    And 

^^'  aggravation  to  my  miafortune  to  have 

pBX  a'  sorts  of  ppringa,— Norse  and  Scots, 

J  sad  Lawland,  English  and  Italian,  in  my 

pMhing  had  happened  that  waa  amiss,  and 

a  stieas  nnd  pOTpleiity." 


'*Why,  I  tMjm  sorrow  would  never  right  the 
boat.  Factor,"  said  the  thoughtless  minstrel  ^\and  I 
did  my  beat  to  make  you  merry ;  if  I  faijed,  it  waa 
neither  my  fault  nor  my  fiddle'a.  I  have  drawn  the 
bow  across  it  before  glorious  John  Dryden  himseli." 

"I  will  hear  no  stories  about  glorious  John  Drv- 
den,"  answered  the  Udaller,  who  dreaded  Halcro's 
n4rrativea  as  much  as  Triptolemus  did  his  music,— 
"I  will  hear  nought  of  him,  but  one  story  to  every 
three  bowls  of  punch,— it  is  our  old  paction,  you 
know.  But  tell  me.  instead,  what  said  Noma  to  you 
about  your  errand  7 ' 

"Ay,  there  was  anither  fine  upahot,"  said  Master 
Tellowley.  "  She  wadna  look  at  ua,  or  bsten  to  us; 
only  she  bothered  our  ai^uaintanoe.  Master  Halcro 
here,  who  thought  he  apuld  have  sae  much  to  say 
wi'  her,  with  about  a  score  of  questions  about  your 
family  and  household  e8Ute,MaBter  Magnus  Troth 
and  when  she  had  gotten  a'  she  wanted  out  of  hiin,  I 
thought  she  wad  nae  dung  him  ower  the  eraig,  hke 
an  empty  peaood." 

"  And  foryowselfr'  said  the  Udaller. 

"  She  wadna  listen  to  my  story,  nor  hear  sae  much 
as  a  word  that  I  had  to  aay,"  anawered  lYiptolemus: 
"  and  sae  much  for  them  that  aeek  to  witches  and 
familiar  spirits  l" 

"You  needed  not  to  have  had  recourse  to  Noma's 
wisdom.  Master  Factor.'^  said  Minna,  not  unwilling, 
perhaps,  to  stop  his  railing  against  the  Aiend  who 
had  so  lately  rendered  her  service;  "the  youngest 
child  in  Orkney  could  have  told  yoo.  that  fairy  trea- 
sures, if  th^  are  not  wisely  employed  for  the  good  of 
others,  aa  well  aa  of  thoae  to  whom  they  are  imparted, 
do  not  dwell  Ions:  with  their  possessors."         . 

"Your  humble  servant  to  command.  Mistress 
Minnie,"  said  Triptolemus;  "I  thank  ye  for  the  hint, 
—and  I  am  blithe  that  you  have  gotten  your  wit»~I 
htg  pardon,  I  meant  your  health— into  the  barn-yard 
again.  For  the  treasure,  I  neither  used  nor  sbuped 
itt—they  that  live  in  the  house  with  my  sister  Baby 
wad  find  it  hard  to  do  either !— and  as  for  speaking  <tf 
it,  whilk  they  aay  muckle  ofiends  them  whom  we  in 
Scotland  call  Gkiod  Neighbours,  and  you  call  Drowa, 
the  face  of  the  auU  Norse  kings  on  the  corns  tbem- 
selveak  mig^t  have  spoken  as  much  about  it  as  ever  I 
did." 

"The  Factor,"  said  Claud  Halcro,  not  unwilling  to 
seise  the  opportunity  of  revenging  himself  on  Trip,to- 
lemuB,  for  disgracing  his  seamanship  and  disparaging 
his  music.— *The  Vactor  was  so  scrupulous,  as  to 
keep  the  thing  ouiet  even  from  his  master,  the  Lord 
Chamberiain;  out  now,  that  the  matter  has  ta'en 
wind,  he  is  likely  to  have  to  account  to  his  master  for 
that  which  is  no  loiurer  in  his  possession;  for  the 
Lord  Chamberiain  will  be  in  no  hunv,  I  think,  to  be- 
lieve the  story  of  the  dwari  Neither  do  I  think" 
(winking  to  the  Udaller)  "that  Noma  gave  credit  to 
a  word  of  so  odd  a  story ;  and  I  dare  say  that  was 
the  reason  that  she  receiyed  us,  I  must  needs  say.  in 
a  very  dry  manner.  I  rather  think  ajie  knew  that 
Triptolemus,  our  friend  here,  had  found  some  other 
hiding-hole  for  the  money^  and  that  the  atory  of  the 
goblin  waa  all  his  own  invention.  For  my  part,  I 
will  never  believe  there  was  such  a  dwarf  to  be  seen 
as  the  creature  Master  YeUowley  describei(;  until  I  set 
my  own  eyes  on  him." 

"  Then  you  may  do  so  at  this  moment,"  said  the 
Factor:  "for,  by "  (he  muttered  a  deep  assevera- 
tion as  be  spning  on  his  feet  in  groat  horror,)  "  there 
the  creature  is  f  .      •       , .  , 

All  turned  their  eyes  in  the  direction  m  which  he 
pointed,  and  saw  the  hideous  misshapen  figure  ot 
Pacolet,  with  his  eyes  fixed  and  glaring  at  them 
through  the  amoke.  He  had  stolen  upon  their  con- 
versation ^nperoeived,  until  the  Factors  eye  lichted 
upon  him  in  the  manner  we  have  doscnbed.  There 
waa  something  so  ghastly  in  his  sudden  and  unev- 
pected  appearance^  that  even  the  udaller^  to  whom 
hia  form  was  familiar,  could  not  help  starting.  Nei- 
ther pleased  with  himself  for  having  testified^this  de- 
gree of  emotion,  however  slight,  nor  with  the  d waif 
who  had  given  cause  to  it,  Magnus  jaked  hira 
sharply,  what  was  his  btisinees  there?  Pacolet  re- 
plied by  producing  •  letter,  which  he  gave  to  the 
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Odaller,  nttering  a  wmid   raieinbling   the   word 

'  '*That  18  the  Highland  man's  language,"  said  the 
Udaller— "  didet  thou  iearn  that,  Nicholas,  when  you 
oat  your  own  7" 

Paoolet  nodded,  and  signed  to  him  to  read  his  letter. 

"  That  is  no  such  easy  matter  by  fire-light,  my  good 
friend,"  replied  the'Udaller;  "but  it  may  concern 
Minna,  and  we  must  try." 

Brenda  offered  her  assistance,  but  the  Udaller  an- 
*  twered,  "No,  no,  ray  girI,~Noma's  letters  must  be 
read  by  those  they  are  written  to.  Give  the  knave, 
Strumpfer,  a  drop  of  brandy  the  while,  though  he  little 
deserves  it  at  my  hands,  oonsiderimc  the  grin  with 
which  he  sent  the  good  Nantz  down  the  crag  this 
morning,  as  if  it  had  oeen  as  much  ditch-water." 

"  Willyou  be  this  honest  gentleman's  cup-bearer-* 
his  Ganymede,  friend  Yellowley,  or  shall  1  ?"  said 
Claud  Halcro  aside  to  the  Factor;  while  Magntts 
Troil,  having  carefully  wiped  hie  spectadeau  wnich 
he  produced  from  a  larse  copper  cas%  had  disposed 
them  on  his  nose,  ana  was  studying  the  epistle  <tf 
Noma. 

"  I  would  not  touch  him,  or  go  near  him,  for  all  the 
Carse  of  Gowrie^"  said  the  Factor,  whose  fears  were 
by  no  means  entirely  removed,  though  he  saw  that 
the  dwarf  was  received  as  a  creature  of  flesh  and 
blood  by  the  rest  of  the  company :  **  but  I  pray  you  to 
ask  him  what  he  has  done  with  my  horn  of  coins?" 

The  dwBTf,  who  heard  the  question,  threw  back 
his  head,  and  displayed  his  enormous  throat,  pointing 
to  it  with  his  finger. 

**  Nay,  if  he  has  swalloired  them,  there  is  no  more 
to  be  said,"  replied  the  Factor;  "only  I  hope  he  will 
.  thrive  on  them  as  a  cow  on  wet  clover.  He  is  dame 
'  Noma's  servant  it's  like,— «uch  man,  such  mistress! 
But  if  theft  and  witchcraft  are  to  go  unpunished  in 
this  land,  my  lord  must  find  another  factor ;  for  I 
have  been  used  to  live  in  a  country  where  men's 
woridly  gear  was  keepit  from  inAing  and  outfang 
thief,  as  well  as  their  immortal  souls  Irom  the  daws 
of  the  deil  and  his  cummerSf—sain  and  save  us  I" 

The  agriculturist  was  perhaps  the  less  reserved  in 
expressing  his  complaints,  that  the  Udaller  was  for 
the  present  out  of  hearing,  having  drawn  Claud  Hal- 
cro apart  into  another  corner  of  toe  hut 

**  And  tell  me,"  said  he,  "  friend  Halcro,  what  er- 
rand took  thee  to  Sumburgh,  since  I  reckon  it  was 
scaroe  the  mere  pleasure  of  sailing  in  partnership  with 
yonder  barnacle  ?" 

"In  faith,  Fowd,"  said  the  bard,  "and  if  you  will 
have  the  trath,  I  went  to  speak  to  Noma  on  your 
affairs." 

"On  my  affairs?"  replied  the  Udaller;  "on  what 
affairs  of  mine?" 

."Just  touching  your  daughter's  health.  I  heard 
that  Noma  refused  your  message,  and  would  not  see 
Enc  Scamhester.  Now,  said  I  to  myself^  I  have 
scarce  joyed  in  meat,  or  drink,  or  music,  or  aught 
else,  since  Jarto  Minna  has  beep  so  ill ;  and  I  may 
say.  literally  as  well  as  figuratively,  that  my  day  and 
nignt  hove  been  made  sorrowfiil  to  me.  In  short,  1 
thought  I  might  have  some  more  interest  with  old 
/  ^oma  than  another,  as  scalds  and  wise  women  were 
always  accounted  something  akin ;  and  I  undertook 
the  journey  with  the  hope  to  be  of  some  use  to  my  old 
friend  and  his  lovely  daughter. 

**  And  it  was  most  kindly  done  of  you,  good  warm- 
hearted Claud,"  said  the  Udaller,  shaking  him  warmly 
jv  the  hand,— "I  ever  snid  you  showed  the  good  old 
Norse  heart  amongst  all  thy  fiddling  and  thy  folly.— 
Tut,  man,  never  wince  for  the  matter  but  oe  blithe 
that  thy  heart  is  better  than  thy  head.  Well,— and  I 
warrant  you  got  no  answer  torn  Noma  ?" 

"  None  to  nurpose,"  rei^Ked  Claud  Halcro ;  "  but 
she  held  me  close  lo  question  about  Minna's  illness, 
too,— and  I  told  her  how  Khad  met  her  abroad  the 
other  morning  in  no  very  good  weather,  and  how  hef 
sister  Brenda  said  she  had  hurt  her  foot ;— in  short,  I 
told  her  all  and  (very  thing  I  knew." 

"And  sometbing  more  besides,  it  wonld  seem," 
■aki  the  Udaller:  *^ror  I,  at  least,  never  heard  before 
that  Minna  had  hurt  herself" 

•  la  OMiio,  aen. 


"  O,  a  scratch  I  a  mere  scratch  !**  said  the  eld  mai 
"but  I  was  startled  about  it— terrified  lest  it  had  be 
the  bite  of  a  dog,  or  some  hurt  from  a  venoiDO 
thing.    I  told  all  to  Noma,  however." 

"  Ai)d  what,"  answered  the  Udaller,  "dxlshea 
in  the  way  of  reply?" 

"  She  bade  me  begoncaboot  my  busincfls,  and  Is 
me  that  the  issue  would  be  known  at  the  "Khkm 
Fair ;  and  sakl  just  the  like  to  this  noodle  of  a  Ftei 
—it  was  all  that  either  of  us  got  for  our  laboor,'.'  u 
Halcro.  ' 

"That  is  BtranR&"'saki  Magnus.  "Mykinnii 
man  writes  me  in  this  letter  not  to  fail  gome  riiilb 
with  my  dau^ters.  This  Fair  runs  strong^  in  h 
head ;  one  would  think  ahe  intended  to  leadthe  nf 
ket,  and  yet  she  has  nothing  to  buy  or  to  sell, tin 
that  1  know  of.  And  so  you  /»ime  away  an  wi»| 
you  went,  and  swamped  your  boat  %t  the  mouth  of  Q 
voe?" 

"  Why,  how  could  I  helpit  T  sal  i  the  poet  I  k 
set  the  boy  to  steer,  and  as  the  f  aw  came  suddaa 
off  shore,  I  could  not  let  go  the  /ack  and  play  m 
fiddle  at  the  stime  time.  But  it  is  all  well  enoins 
salt-water  never  harmed  Zetl^  Jider,  so  as  he  MM 
get  out  of  it :  and,  as  Heaven  *irould  nave  it,  mim 
within  man's  depth  of  the  rhore,  and  chancini-^ 
find  this  skio,  we  should  havr  done  well  enor~^ 
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shelter  and  nre,  and  are  mr^h  better  than  we 
your  good  cheer  and  good  company.  But  it  ««■ 
late,  and  Night  and  Day  must  be  both  as  sleepr] 
old  mklnight  can  make  them.  There  is  an  ioiMrai 
here,  where  the  fishers  slept, — somewhat  fingnM 
with  the  smell  of  their  fish,  but  that  is  wholemt 
They  shall  bestow  (hemselves'there,  with  theheyfl 
what  doaks  you  have,  and  then  we  will  ha^ie  qpftCf 
of  brandy,  and  one  stave  of  glorious  John,  or  rom 
little  trine  of  my  own,  and  so  sleep  as  floood  i 
cobblers." 

"Two  glasses  of  brandy,  if  you  please,"  and  m 
Udaller,  **if  our  stores  do  not  run  dry ;  but  not  n  m 
gle  staveiof  glqnous  John,  or  of  any  one  else  to-aiut 

And  this  being  arranged  and  executed  a;;reeioi/  M 
the  peremptory  pleasure  of  the  Udaller,  the  vrhakpf- 
ty  consigned  themselves  to  slumber  for  the  night,  iid 
on  the  next  day  departed  for  their  several  habiiiwoj 
Claud  Halcro  having  previously  arranged  withw 
Udaller  that  he  would  accompany  him  andhisMfe 
ters  on  their  proposed  visit  to  Kirkwall 

CHAPTER  XXXI. 

*'  fir  this  hand,  thou  Uiink'at  ne  m  ter  in  the dvni'i Ims« 
thou  and  FalitaA;  for  obdumcr  and  peraiatencj.  W«^ 
try  the  man....  Albeit  I  could  tell  to  Ihee,  (as  to  <ine  "J" 
me,  for  fault  of  a  bettor,  to  call  my  friend,)  I  eoifld  be«"*^ 
Mid  indeed  too."~ltairr  IV.,  t^rt  Sd. 

We  must  now  change  the  scene  from  Zetland  to 
Orkney,  and  request  our  readers  to  acc<jnHwny>u»» 
the  rums  of  an  elegant,  though  ancient  sf'^fT? 
called  the  Eari's  Palace.  These  remains,  thoJJ 
much  dilapidated,  still  exist  in  the  neighbourtooq* 
the  massive  and  venerable  pile,  which  ^^'^^'^y 
devotion  dedicated  to  Saint  Magnus  the  M^rtpjij 
being  contiguous  to  the  Bishop's  Palace,  vn"«  " 
also  ruinous,  the  place  is  impressive,  as  «5  «i2 
vestiges  of  the  mutations  both  in  Church  and  a"J" 


able  modifications)  as  the  model  of  a  Gothic  naj 
sion,  provided  architects  would  be  contented  rajnw 


order,  confounding  the  military.  *<^cie«!a«iirB'i^ 
domestic  styles  of  all  ages  at  random,  with  BdaiH^jJ 
fantasies  and  combinations  of  their  own  devKe,  » 
formed  out  of  the  builder's  brain."  _       ^t-- 

The  Earl's  Palace  forms  three  sides  of  an  oowj 
square,  and  has,  even  in  its  ruins,  the  air  oi "",  j^J* 
yet  massive  structure,  uniting,  as  was  ursjai  ^ 
residence  of  feudal  princes,  the  chafacferot  a  pj^ 
and  of  a  castle.  A  great  banqneting-baB,  <**"^!J 
eating  with  several  large  rounds,  or  projecting™" 
rooms,  and  having  at  either  end  an  vcnBinu«  '^"^ 
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Missdfiee  the  aacwnt  KoilHeItt  bonilaiity  of  the 
mm  of  Orkney,  and  ooramunicatet,  almost  in  the 
fashion,  with  a  n^lleiy,  or  withdrawioA- 


I  eod,  and  is  entered  by  a  epadous  and  eiegant 
le,  conaieting  of  three  flighta  of  atone  steps. 
Eerior  ornaments  andproportioiis  of  the  ancient 
i;  are  also  very  handsome;  hot,  being  totally 
cted,  thii  remnant  of  the  pomp  and  grandeur 
.  i,  who  aasnmed  the  license  as  well  as  the  dig- 
r  of  petty  sovereigns,  is  now  fast  crumbling  to 
~~,  and  has  suffitred  coBfliiarabiy  since  the  date 
__  story. 

With  folded  arms  and  downcast  looks  the  pirate 
itBlind  was  pacing  slowly  the  mined  hall  which 
j|iaT8  just  dcHBcribed ;  a  place  of  retirement  which 
M  probably  chosen  because  it  was  distant  from 
'3  resort.  His  dress  was  considerably  altered 
that  which  Ihe  usually  wore  in  Zetland,  and 

. ed  a  sort  of  unifoism,  richly  laced,  and  exhibiting 

It  ftoali  quantity  of  embroideiy ;  a  hat  with  a  plum% 
m  a  small  sword  very  handsomely  mounted,  then 
li  eoottant  companion  of  every  one  who  assumed 
tsraok  of  a  gentlemaiL  showed  his  pretensions  to 
•at  character.  Bat  if  his  •xterior  waa  so  far  nn- 
fHved,  It  seemed  to  be  otherwise  with  his  health  and 
mnia.  He  was  {mle,  and  had  lost  both  the  firs  of 
lni«ye  and  the  vivacity  of  his  step,  and  his  whole 
ipliiaraooe  indicated  melancholv  or  mind,  or  suffei^ 
IBS  of  body,  or  a  combination  of  both  evils. 

As  Cleveland  thus  paced  these  ancient  ruins,  a 
rwng  TDan,  of  a  light  and  sleuder  form^  whose 
inowydieas  seemed  to  have  been  studied  with  care, 
yet  exhifaded  more  extravagance  than  judgment  or 
^vUi  wbese  manner  was  a  janty  affectation  of  the 
ine  aad  easy  rake  of  the  period,  and  the  expression 
^whoK  countenance  was  lively,,  with  a  cast  of 
Owratery,  tripped  op  the  staircase  entered  the  hall, 
and  presented  himself  to  Cleveland,  who  merely 
OMded  to  him.  and  pulling  his  hat  deeper  over  his 
«m  resumed  his  solitary  and  discontented  promei' 
iad& 

The  stranger  adjusted  his  own  hat,  nodded  in  re- 
(arn,  took  snun,  with  the  air  of  a  petU  maiirc,  from 
I  nchly  cha«ed  gold  box,  offered  it  to  Cleveland  as 
Kirassed,  and  being  repulsed  rather  coldly,  r<«>laced 
us  box  in  his  pocket,  folded  his  arms  in  his  turn, 
nd  atood  looking  with  fixed  attention  on  his  mo- 
twna  whose  solitude  he  had  interrupted.  At  length 
^Kveland  stopped  short,  as  if  impatient  of  being 
ioAieir  the  aubject  of  his  observation,  and  said  |ih- 
Wt*  Why  can  I  not  be  left  alone  for  half  an 
wwr,  and  what  the  devil  is  it  that  you  wantT* 

I  am  glad  you  spoke  first,"  answered  the  stran* 
Ber,  caielessly ;  "^I  was  determined  to  know  whether 
m  were  Clement  Cleveland,  or  Cleveland's. ghosL 
>iia  they  sav  ghosts  never  take  the  first  word,  so  I 
jMwaetit  down  for  yourself  in  life  and  limb;  and 
•uniaa  fine  old  hurly-house  you  have  found  out  for 
>n  owi  to  hide  himself  in  at  mid-day,  or  a  ghost  to 
WTint  the  pale  glimpses  of  the  moon,  as  the  divine 

.  WeU,  welv'  answered  Cleveland,  abruptly,  "  your 
.wj  la  made,  and  npw  let  as  have  your  eomest." 

iB  earnest,  then,  Captain  Cleveland,"  raolied  his 
*<fQttiuon,  "I  think  you  know  me  for  your  friend." 

I  am  content  to  suppose  m,"  said  Cleveland. 

It  IS  more  than  suppositioUi"  replied  the  young 
y?    1  have  proved  it— proved  it  both  here  and 

"Wdi,  weU,"  answered  Clevdand,  "I  admit  you 
•^TJbwn  alwaysafHeodlyfelbw— and  what  thenT* 
*A??*1  well— and  what  thenT*  replied  the  other? 

i"i  M  but  a  brief  way  of  thanking  folk.  Look  you, 
zSr'i'  "®*  ^  Benson,  Barbwe^  Dick  Fletcher, 
{■■  •  few  others  of  us  who  wished  you  well,  have 
"^yotnr  old  comrade  Captain  Ooffe  in  thess  seas 
"Pjo  the  look«out  for  you,  when  he  and  Hawldns, 
!^  uie  greater  part  of  the  ship's  company,  would 
Tf  oave  been  down  on  the  Spanish  Main,  and  at 
^JoUtrade." 
wlwiahtoOod  that  yoa  had  all  gone  ibout 


your  bttsuMBSi"  said  COsveland,  ''and  left  me  to  my 
fate."  • 

"Which  would  have  been  to  be  informed  uiainst 
and  hanged,  Captain,  the  first  time  that  any  of^  these 
Dutch  or  English  rascals,  whom  you  have  lightened 
of  their  cargoes,  came  to  set  their  eyes  open  you* 
and  IK)  place  more  likely  to  meet  with  seafanng  mea 
than  in  these  islands.  And  here,  to  screen  you  from 
such  a  risk,  we  have  been  wasting  our  precious  time^ 
till  folk  are  grown  very  peery;  and  when  we  have  no 
more  goods  or  money  to  spend  amongst  them,  the- 
fellows  will  be  for  grabbing  the  ship." 

"Well,  then,  whydo  you  not  sail  off  without  me?" 
said  Cleveland,— "There  has  been  fair  partition,  and 
all  have  had  their  share— let  all  do  as  they  like.  I 
nave  lost  my  ship,  and  having  been  once  a  Captain, 
I  will  not  go  to  sea  under  command  of  Gofie  or  any 
other  man.  BeaidesL  you  Know  well  enough  that 
both  Hawkins  and  he  bear  me  ill-will  for  keeping 
them  fifom  siiiking  the  Spanish  bri&  with  the  poor 
devils  of  negroes  on  board." 

"Why,  v^at  the  foul  fiend  is  the  matter  with 
thee?"  said  his  companion}  "Are  you  Clement 
Cleveland,  our  own  old  tiue-hearted  Clem  of  the 
Cleugh,  and  you  do  talk  of  being  afraid  of  Hawkins 
and  Gofie,  and  a  score  of  such  feflows.  when  you  have 
myself^  and  Barlowe,  and  Dick  Fletcher  at  your 
back  1  When  was  it  we  deserted  you,  either  in  council 
or  in  fight,  that  you  shouki  be  afraid  of  our  flmching 
now  ?  And  as  for  serving  under  (Sofie,  I  hope  it  is  no 
new  thing  forgendemen  of  fortune  who  are  going  on 
the  account,  to  change  a  captain  now  and  then  1  Let 
us  alone  for  that,— Captain  you  shall  be }— for  death 
rock  me  asleep  if  I  serve  under  that  felfow  Goffe,  who 
is  as  very  a  bloodhound  as  ever  sucked  bitch  ?— No, 
no,  I  thank  you— my  Captain  must  have  a  little  of 
the  gentleman  about  him,  howsoever.  Beskies,  you 
know,  it  was  you,  who  first  dipped  mv  hands  m  the 
dirty  water,  and  turned  me  from  a  stroller  by  land,  to 
a  rover  by  sea." 

"  Alas,  poor  Bunce !"  said  Cleveland,  "you  oweme 
httle  thanks  for  that  service." 

"That  is  as  you  take  it,"  replied  Bunco;  "for  my 
part^  I  see  no  hami  m  levying  contributkms  on  the 
public  either  one  way  or  t'other.  But  I  wish  you 
wouM  forget  that  name  of  BuDce,  and  call  me  Alta- 
mont,  as  1  have  often  desired  you  to  do.  I  hope  a 
gentleman  of  the  roving:  trade  hss  as  good  a  right 
to  have  an  alias  aa  a  stroller,  and  I  never  stepped  on 
the  boards  but  what  I  was  Altajnont  at  the  least" 

"Well,  then.  Jack  Altamonl,"  repUed  Cleveland, 
'•*  since  Altamont  is  the  word" 

"  Yes,  but.  Captain,  Jcick  is  not  the  word,  though 
Altamont  be  so.  Jack  Altamont  7— why, 'tis  a  velvet 
coat  with  paper  lace— Let  it  be  Fredendt,  Captain ; 
Frederick  Altamont  is  all  of  apiece." 

"Frederick  be  it,  then,  with  all  my  heart,"  sakl 
Cleveland;  "and  pray  tell  me,  which  of  your  names 
will  sound  best  at  the  bead  of  the  Last  Speech,  Con« 
fession,  and  Dying  Words  of  John  Bunce,  aliaa  Frode- 
rick  Altamont,  who  vras  this  morning  hsnged  at  Exe- 
cution-dock, for  the  crime  of  Piracy  upon  the  High 
Seas?" 

"Faith  I  cannot  answer  that  cpiestion,  withoa 
another  can  of  grog;  Captain ;  so  iiyou  wiU  go  down 
with  me  to  Bet  Haldane  s  on  the  quay.  1  will  bestow 
some  thought  on  the  matter,  with  the  help  of  a  right 
pipe  of  Trmidado.  We  will  have  the  gallon  bowl 
filled  with  the  best  stuff  you  ever  tasted,  vmd  I  know 
some  smart'wenches  who  will  help  us  to  drain  it. 
But  you  shake  your  bead— you're  noti'  the  vein?^ 
Well,  then,  I  wdl  stay  with  you;  for  by  thb  hand, 
Clem,  you  shift  me  not  off.  Only  I  will  nrret  you  out 
of  tma  burrow  of  old  stone&  and  carry  you  into  sun- 
shine and  fair  air.— Where  shall  we  so?" 

"  Where  you  will"  said  Cleveland,  so  that  you  keep 
out  of  the  way  ol^  our  own  rascals,  and  all  othen  .'* 

"  Why,  theiL"  replied  Bonce,  "you  and  I  will  go  q » 

to  the  Hill  of  Wmtford,  which  overlooks  the  tomo. 

and  walk  together  as  gnvely  and/ honestly  as  a  pin 

of  well-employed  attorneys.*^ 

.  , .  .         ...  ..    g^n,^ 
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As  they  pro(>Bedad  to  leave  the  rumons  castle,  Bo 
irning  hack  to  look  at  it,  thus  addressed  his  c 


turning 
paiuoD 


Eark  ye,  CbpUin,  doM  ihou  know  wiio  last  in- 

ed  this  old  oockloft-r 

in  Eail  of  Um  Oikneys,  tkflf  My,"  npliad  Caeve- 

Ind  Bie  von  avised  what  death  he  died  of  7" 
Bunoe;  for  1  have  heard  that  it  wae  of  a  tiffht 
-ooUar— a  hempea  tisver,  or  the  like.'* 
[*he  pepple  here  do  aay,*'  replied  Cleveland,  "  that 
.ordnhip,  aome  hundred  yeara  af^  had  the  mia- 
lo  become  aoqoainted  with  the  natuie  of  a  loop 
a  leap  in  the  air." 

Vhy,  la  ye  there  now !"  aaid  Bunoe  i  '*  there  waa 
»  credit  iu  beinff  hanged  in  thoae  daya,  and  in 
worahlp^  ooippany.  And  what  might  hia  lord- 
have  done  to  deaerve  auch  promotion  V 
Sundered  the  liege  aubjecta,  they  aay,"  replied 
aland :  ^  alain  and  wounded  them,  find  upon  hia 
at/s flag,  and eo forth."  ^     „     m« 

fear  akm  to  a  gentleman  rover,  then,"  aaid  Bunoe, 
tng  a  theatrical  bow  towarda  the  old  building: 
iTtherefore.  my  moat  potent, grave,  and  reverend 
ipr  JSari,  I  crave  leave  to  call  you  my  loving 
in,  and  bid  you  moat  heartily  adieu.  I  leave  yon 
e  good  company  of  rata  and  mice,  and  ao  forth, 
I  carry  with  me  an  honeat  sentleman,  who, 
ig  of  late  had  jo  more  heart  than  a  mouae,  la 
daairoua  to  run  away  from  hia  profeaaion  and 
da  hke  a  rat,  and  would  thererare  be  a  moat 
ig  denizen  of  your  Earlahip'a  palace." 
would  adviae  you  not  to  apeak  ao  loud,  my  good 
d  Frederick  Altamont,  or  John  Bunce,"  aaid 
eland ;  "  yvhen  you  viiere  on  the  etage,  you  might 
y  rant  aa  loud  as  you  liated  {  but,  in  your  preaent 
aaion,  of  which  you  are  eo  fond,  evenr  man 
ka  under  conection  of  the  yard-arm,  and  a  run- 


ic comnidea  left  the  little  town  of  Kirkwall  m 
ce,  and  ascended  the  Hill  of  Whitford,  which 
e  Its  brow  of  dark  heath,  uninterrupted  by  en- 
irea  or  cultivation  of  any  kind,  to  the  northward 
le  ancient  fiuigh  of  Saint  Magnua.  The  plain 
e  foot  of  the  hui  was  already  occupied  by  num- 
of  peraona  who  were  engaged  in  making  prepa- 
na  lor  the  Fair  of  Saint  Olla,  to  be  held  upon  the 
ing  day,  and  which  forma  a  general  rendezvoua 
1  the  neighbouring  islands  of  Orkney,  and  la  even 
ented  by  many  peraona  from  the  move  distant 
ipdago  of  Zetland.  It  ia,  in  the'worda  of  the 
lamation,  "  a  free  Mercat  and  Fair,  holden  at 
Sood>  Bursdi  of  Kirkwall  on  the  third  of  Auguat, 
K  Saint  Olla's  day,"  and  continuing  for  an  indefi- 
space  thereafter,  extending  from  three  days  to  a 
[.  and  upwaide.  The  fair  ia  of  great  antiquity, 
derives  its  name  from  OiauB,  Olave,  OUaw,  the 
irated  Monarch  of  Norwav.  who,  rather  by  the 

of  his  swoid  than  any  milder  arjsument,  intro- 
d  Chriatianity  into  thoae  ialee,  and  waa  respected 
le  patron  of  ajrkwall  aome  time  before  he  ahared 
honour  with  Saint  Magnus  the  Martyr, 
waa  no  part  of  Cleveland'a  purpoae  to  mingle  in 
luay  acene  which  waa  here  going  on ;  and,  tum- 
Ihetr  route  to  the  left,  they  aoon  ascended  into 
stiui>ed  solitude,  save  where  the  grouse,  more 
tiful  in  Orkney,  perfaapa,  than  in  any  other  pan 
le  Britiah  domimons,  rose  in  cove},  and  went  on 
re  them.*  Having  continued  to  ascend  till  thev 
well  nigh  reached  the  aummit  of  the  conical  hill, 

turned  round,  aa  with  one  consent,  to  look  at 
admire  the  proapect  beneath. 
ie  lively  bustle  which  extended  between  the  foot 
le  bill  and  the  town,  gave  life  and  variety  to  that 
of  the  aoene :  then  waa  seen  the  town  ttoeli^  out 
hich  aroae,  like  a  great  maaa,  auperior  in  proper- 

aa  it  aeamed  to  the  whole  burgh,  the  ancient 
ledral  of  Saint  Magnus,  of  the  heavieat  order  of 
tik}  architecture,  but  grand,  ademn,  and.  stately; 
work  of  adiatant  age,  and  of  a  pqwernil  hand. 
<iuay,  with  the  ahipping,  lent  additional  .vivacity 
le  acene;  and  not  only  the  whole  beautiful  bay. 
^b  lies  betwixt  the  promontories  of  Inganeaa  and 
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doantern^aa,  at  (ke.  bottom  of  which  Kokinlh 
aituated,  but  all  the  aea,  ao  far  aa  vnible,  ud  in 
ticular  the  whole  atrait  betwixt  the  islaod  of 
pinaha  and  that  called  Pomona,  at  the  Haiii 
waa  covered  and  enlivened  by  a  variety  of  horn 
amall  veaaela,  freighted  from  disunt  islandi « 
vey  paasengen  or  merchandise  to  thoiFur  d 

Having  attamed  the  point  by  which  tin  fm 
buey  proapect  waa  moat  oorapletalv  comiBa 
each  of  the  atrangera,  in  seaman  fashun,  n 
ooorae  to  hia  apv-glaaa,  to  asast  the  nakai  % 
conndering  the  bay  o£  KiriiwalL  and  the  ooi 
veaaela  by  which  it  w«a  travetMd.  But  the  MM 
of  the  two  companiona  seemed  to  be  amsiail 
iieranl  objecta.    That  of  Bunoe,  or  AltaoioDL 
choae  to  call  himaelC  waa  riveted  to  the  man 
where,  conapicuoua  by  her  aquare  ngging  m 
of  beam,  with  the  Engliah  jack  a«rpeimoo, 
they  had  the  precautwn  to  keep  flying,  me  Ian 
the  merchant  veaaela.  aa  diatmguished  fromil 
the  trim  neatneea  or  herr  aopearanoe^  lat' 
aoUier  amongat  a  crowd  of  downs. 

"Yonder  ahe  lies."  aaid  Bunce;  "I  im*L^ 
ehe  waa  in  the  bay  of  Honduraa^ou  UNj 
the  quarter-deck,  I  your  lieutenant,  andRI 
quarter-master,  and  fifty  atout  fellows  inw 
I  ahould  not  wiah  to  aee  these  blastea.  h«i 
rocka  again  for  a  while!— And  Captain  je 
soon  be.  The  old  brute  Goffe  gets  as  dnrt 
lord  every  day,  awaggers.  and  "boots,  «ni 
among  the  crew ;  andTbeaidee.  he  has  qwnw 
the  people  here  ao  danmably,  that  they  wiU  Ml 
water  or  proviabna  go  on  board  of  us,  «a 
pect  an  open  breach  every  day. 

Aa  Bunoe  receiyed  no  anavrer,  1^.  -y^ 


that  trumpery  amall-craft,  which  is  only  --^ 
stock-fish,  and  ling,  and  smoked  geese,  aw 
butler  that  ia  worae  than  iallow>-ihe  caiW 
whole  lumped  together  would  not  be  wortfcj 
of  a  pistol.— No,  no,  give  me  auch  a«J* 
might  aee  from  the  maat-head  off  the  uamf 
dado.  Your  Daa,  rolling  as  deep  ui  theif 
gnrapua,  deep-ioaden  with  rum,  sugw,  m 


tobacco,  and  all  the  rest  ingota,  m<wicre^  > 

then  aet  all  sail  dear  the  deck,  statid 

tera,  up  with  the  JolW  Roger*— we  new 


make  her  out  to  be  well  manned  end  armejr; 
"  Twenty  guna  on  her  lower  deck,  said  ui 
"  Forty,  ifyou  w'dl,"  retorted  Bunce,   sm ' 

but  ten  mounted— never  mind.  The  Don  Wa» 

■    la-r«nhertk 


-never  mind  yet,  my  brave  ladi 

and  on  board  with  yr "    

doea,  your  cutlaaaea,  , 
Don  cries  Miaericordia, 
ont  CO  licmdo^  S^gnior  r 


t  ia  wry  carioiu  tliat  tha  graaai  pleatr  in  Oricnov  at  Ui« 
dedarei,  aliould  b«  totally  unknown  in  tfw  neiahboaring 
pelaao  of  SSetiand,  which  ia  ooiyabaatautjr  aulas  diilaDoa, 
Um  Fair  lata  aa  a  slap  bati 


you— to  work,  with  yp» 
m,  pole-azea.  and  pwu 
1m,  and  we  share  the  cai| 

By  my  feith,"'MW  Clflvdand.  "thoati 
kindly  to  the  trade,  that  all  the  world  may  sea 
honest  man  waa  epoiled  when  you  were] 
pirate.  Bu t  you  ahall  not  prevail  on  me  to  go 
in  the  device  road  with  you;  for  you  knowj 
that  what  ia  got  over  his  back  is  spent— you  « 
In  a  week,  or  a  month  at  most,  the  rum ; 
sugar  are  out^  the  balea  of  tobaopp  have 
smoke,  the  moidorea,  ingots,  and  gold  dust,  I 
out  of  our  handa,  into  thoae  of  the  qum, 
consdentious  foiks,  who  dwell  st  Port  llfl 
elsewhere— wink  hard  on  our  trade  e*  k>'i 
have  money,  but  not  a  jot  beyond.  Then, 
cold  looks,  and  it  may  be  a  hint  is  gnren  to  t 
Marahal ;  for  when  our  pocketa  are  wortn, 
our  honeat  friends  rather  than  want,  wi 
money  upon  our  heada.  Then  comes  a  bw 
and  a  abort  haher,  and  so  diea  the  GentlenM 
I  tdl  thee,  I  will  leave  tliia  uade;  and  whem 
glaaa  from  one  of  these  barks  and  host"  to 
there  M  not  the  Worst  of  them  whitii  I  « 
row  for  life,  rather  than  eontinne  to  be  wH 

•  Tlie  pliataa  n^  tMa  mm  to  fheUaek  daf^W 
many  horribla  4avicei  lo  aohanea  tU  tamm.  waa'ow 
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teefL  Theae  poor  men  make  tWset  a  means  of 
honest  fiveKhood  end  IKendiy  communication  be- 
tween shore  and  shore,  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  the 
inhabitants ;  but  we  have  made  it  a  road  to  the  ndn  of 
•thera,  and  to  our  own  destruction  here  and  in  eter- 
sity.--i  am  determined  to  turn  honest  man,  and  use 
this  life  no  longer  P' 

"And  where  will  jrour  honesty  take  up  its  abode, 
f  it  please  you T'  said  Bunce.— "You  have  broken 
Ae  laws  of  every  nation,  and  the  hand  of  the  law 
will  detect  and  crush  you  wherever  you  may  take  re- 
finge— Cleveland,  I  speak  to  you  more  seriously  than 
lam  wont  to  do.  I  have  had  my  reflections  ioo : 
ud  the^  have  been  bad  enough,  though  they  lasted 
bat  a  Rw  minutes,  to  spoil  me  weeks^of  joviality. 
But  hero  is  the  matter,— what  can  we  do  but  go  on  as 
we  have  done,  unless  we  have  a  direct  purpose  of 
adornhiK  the  yaid-arm  V* 

**  We  may  claim  the  benefit  of  the  proclamation  to 
tfuMe  of  our  sort  who  come  in  and  soirender,"  said 
Cleveland. 

^Umphf  answered  his  companion,  dryly;  "the 
date  of  that  day  of  grace  has  been  lor  some  time  over, 
and  diey  may  take  the  penalty  or  grant  the  pardon  at 
fteir  pRasure.  Were  I  you,  I  wotod  not  put  my  neck 
in  sucii  a  venture." 

'*  Why.  others  have  beeh  admitted  but  lately  to  !h- 
vonr,  and  why  should  net  IT'  said  Cleveland. 

"  Ay,"  replied  his  associate,  *'  Harrv  Glasby  and 
some  others  have  been  spared  ;  but  Oiasby  did  what 
was  called  tsooA  service,  in  betraying  his  comrades, 
and  retaking  the  Jolly  Fortune ;  and  that  I  think 'you 
would  acorn,  even  to  be  revenged  of  the  brute  Gofie 
der." 

I  woidd  die  a  thousand  tunes  sooner,"  sayl  Cleve- 
land. 

"IwHl  he  awom  <br  it,**  said  Bunce;  "and  the 
odiCTS  were  forecastle  fellows— petty  larceny  rogues, 
snroe  worth  the  hemp  it  would  have  cost  to  hang 
them.  But  your  name  has  stood  too  high  amongst 
tlw  gentlemen  of  fortune  for  you^  to  get  off  so  easily. 
Too  are  the  prims  buck  of  the  herd,  and  will  be  roark- 
ed  accordingly." 

•    "And  why  so,  I  pray,  you  V  ssid  Cleveland ;  "  you 
know  wellenoaRh  my  aim,  Jack." 
"  Frederick,  if  you  please,"  said  Bunce. 
"  Tlie  devil  take  your  folly  h*Prithee  keep  thy  wit, 
and  let  us  be  gnve  for  a  momen^" 

"  For  a  moment— be  it  so,"  said  Bnnce  5  "  but  I 
feel  the  spirit  of  Altamont  coming  fast  upon  me,— I 
have  been  a  grave  man  for  ten  mmntes  already." 

"Be  so  then  for  a  little  longer,"  said  Cleveland;  "  1 
know,  Jack,  that  you  really  love  me;  and,  since  we 
have  come  thus  far  ih  tliis  talk,  I  will  trust  you  entirely. 
Tlbw  tell  me,  why  should  I  be  refused  the  benefit  of 
this  sracioos  prochimation  7  I  have  bortfe  a  rough 
tfotsidk  as  thou  knowest ;  but,  in  time  6f  need,  1  can 
\Aow  the  numbers  of  Uves  which  1  have  been  the 
means'of  saving,  the  property  which  I  have  restored 
Id  those  who  owned  it,  when,  without  my  inicrcession, 
it  would  have  been  wantonly  destroyed.    In  short,< 

Bonce,  I  can  *how** 

**  Tluit  yon  were  as  gentle  a  thief  as  Robin  Hood 
knns^"  said  Bunce;  **  and,  fortliat  reason,  I,  Fletch- 
er, and  the  better  sort  among  us,  love  you,  as  one  who 
•avee  the  character  of  us  Gentlemen  Rovers  fh>m 
otter  reprobatbn.— Well,  suppose  your  pardon  made 
eot.  what  are  you  to  do  next  ?— what  class  in  societv 
will  receive  you?— with  whom  win  you  associate? 
Old  Drake,  in  Qoeen  Bess's  time,  eoufd  plunder  Peru 
and  Mexico  without  a  line  of  commission  to  show  for 
ft,  and,  blessed  be  h^r  memory !  he  was  knighted  for 
It  on  his  return.  And  there  was  Hal  Morgan,  the 
Wfllshman,  nearer  our  time,  in  the  days  of  merry  King 
Charles,  brought  all  his  gettirigs  home,  had  his  estate 
tad  his  country-house,  and  who  but  he  ?  But  that  is 
ill  ended  now— once  a  pirate,  and  an  outcast  for  ever. 
The  poor  devil  may  go  and  live,  shunned  and  despised 
^  every  one,  in  some  obscure  seaport,  with  such  part 
N  his  guilty  earnings  as  courtiers  and  clerks  leave 
mnir-for  pardons  do  not  pass  the  seals  for  nothing  ;— 
and,  when  he  takes  his  walk  along  the  pier,  if  a  sn-an- 
ger  asks,  who  is  the  down-looking,  swarthy,  mclan- 
tfaoly  mail,  fivwhom  ail  make  way,  as  if  he  brought 


the  plague  m  his  person,  the  answer  shall  be,  that  is 
such  a  one^  the  pardoned  pirate !— No  honest  man  will 
speak  tobhim,  no  woman  of  repute  will  give  him  her 
hand."  « 

"  Your  picture  is  too  highly  colomed.  Jack,"  said 
Cleveland,  suddenly  interrupting  his  friend:  "there 
are  women— there  is  one  at  least,  that  would  be  true 
to  her  lover,  evei^if  he  were  what  you  have  described." 

Bunce  was  silent  for  a  space,  and  looked  fixedly  at 
his  friend,    "  By  mv  soul  r  he  said,  at  length,  "  Ibe- 

f'n  to  think  mvself^a  conjurer.  Unlikely  as  it  all  was, 
could  not  help  suspecting  from  the  beginning  that 
there  was  a  girl  in  the  case.  Why,  this  is  worse  (haa 
Prince  VoIsGius  in  love,  ha  f  ha !  ha !" 

"Laugh  as  you  will,''  said  Cleveland,  "it  is  truei^ 
there  is  a  maiden  who  is  contented  to  love  me,  pirate 
as  I  am :  and  I  will  fairly  own  to  you.  Jack,  that, 
though  I  have  often  at  times  detestedfour  roving  liv& 
and  myself  for  following  it,  yet  I  doubt  if  I  could 
have  found  resolution  to  make  the  break  which  I  have 
now  resolved  on,  but  for  her  sake." 

^*Why,  then,  God-a-mercy!**  repfied  Bunce,  "tbero 
is  no  speaking  sense  to  a  madman ;  and  love  in  one 
of  our  trade.  Captain,  is  little  better  than  lunacy.  The 
girl  must  be  a  rare  creature,  for  a  wise  man  to  risk 
Hanging  for  her.  But,  harkye,  may  she  not  be  a  little 
toocned,  as  well  as  yourself  ?— and  is  it  not  sympathy 
that  has  done  it  1  She  cannot  be  one  of  our  ordinary 
cockatrices,  but  a  giri  of  conduct  and  character." 

"  Both  are  as  undoubted  as  that  she  is  the  most 
beautiful  and  bewitching  creature  whom  the  eye  ever 
opened  upon,"  answered  Cleveland. 

"And  she  loves  thee,  knowing  thee,  moot  noble 
Captain,  to  be  a  commander  among  those  gentlemen 
of  fortime,  whom  the  vulgar  call  pirates  T , 

"Even  so— I  nm  assured  of  it,'*^said  Cleveland. 

"  Why,  then,"  answered  Bunce,  "  she  is  either  mad 
in  good  earnest,  as  I  said  before,  or  she  does  not  know 
what  a  pirate  is." 

"  You  are  right  in  the  last  point,"  replied  Cleveland. 
"She  has  been  bred  in. such  remote  simplicity,  and 
utter  ignorance  of  what  is  eviL  that  she  compares  out 
occupation  with  that  of  the  old  Norsemen,  wno  swept 
sea  and  haven  with  their  victorious  galleys,  establish- 
ed colonies,  conquered  countries,  and  Uook  the  name 
of  Sea-Kings." 

**  And  a  better  one  it  is  than  that  of  pirate,  and 
comes  much  to  the  same  purpose.  I  dare  say,"  said 
Bunce.  "  But  this  miist  be  a  mettled  wench !— why 
did  you  not  bring  her  aboard  1  methinks  it  was  pity  10 
baulk  her  fancy?* 

"And  do  vou  think,"  said  Cleveland,  "that  I  could 
so  utteriy  play  the  part  of  a  fallen  spirit  as  to  avail 
myself  of  her  enthusiastic  error,  and  bring  an  nngcl  of 
beauty  and  innocence  acquainted  with  such  a  hell  ns 
exists  on  board  of  yonder  infernal  ship  of  ours?— I 
tell  you,  my  friend,  that,  were  all  my  former  sins 
doubled  in  weight  and  in  dye,  silch  a  villany  would 
have  outglared  and  outTXeighed  them  all."  * 

"Why,  then.  Captain  Cfeveljnd,"  said  his  confi- 
dent, "methinks  it  was  but  a  fool*8  part  to  come 
hither  at  all.  The  news  must  one  day  have  gone 
abroad;  that  the  celebrated  pirate  Captain  Cleveland, 
with  his  good  sloop  the  Revenge,  had  been  lost  on 
the  Mainland  of  Zetlond,  and  all  hands  perifhud :  so 
you  would  have  remained  hid  both  from  friend  and 
enemy,  and  might  have  married  your  pretty  Zet- 
lander,  and  converted  ypursash  and  scarfinio  fishing- 
nets,  and  your  cutlass  into  a  harpoon,  and  swept  the 
seas  for  fish  instead  of  florins." 

"And  so  I  had  determined,"  said  the  Captain; 
"but  a  Jagger.  as  ihey  call  them  here,  like  a  meddling, 
peddling  thief  as  he  is,  brought  down  intelligence  to 
Zetland  of  your  lying  here,  and  I  was  fain  to  set  -of?; 
to  see  if  you  were  the  consort  of  whom  I  had  lold 
them',  long  before  I  thought  of  leaving  the  roving 
trade."  ,     , 

**A!',"  said  Bunce.  "and  00  far  yOu  judged  wdL 
For,  as  you  had  heard  of  our  being  at  Kirkwall,  so  wo 
should  nave  soon  Icnrncd  that  you  were  at  Zetland  : 
and  some  of  us  for  friendship,  some  for  hatred,  and 
some  for  fear  of  your  playing  Harry  Glashy  upon  us, 
wotUd  have  come  down  for  the  purpose  of  getung  you 
into  our  company  agam." 
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**I  supected  as  much,"  aaid  the  Captain,  "and 
therefore  was  fain  \m  decline  the  courteous  oHer  of  a 
friend,'  who  proposed  to  bring  me  here  about  this  time. 
Besides.  Jack,  I  recollected,  that,  as  you  say,  noy  par- 
don will  itbt  pass  the  seals  without  money,  my  own 
was  waxing  low— no  wonder,  thou  knowest  I  was 
never  a  churl  of  it— And  so" 

"And  80  you  came  for  vour  shaseof  thecobsT' 
replied  his  friend- "It  was  wisely  doncj  and  we 
shared  honourably— so  far  Gone  has  acted  up  to  arti- 
cles, it  must  ly}  allowed.  But  keep  your  purpose  of 
leaving  him  close  in  your  breast  for  1  dread  his  piaV- 
ing  you  some  dog's  trick  or  other;  for  he.certfunly 
thought  himself  sure  of  your  share,  and  will  hardly 
foKive  your  coming  alive  to  disappoint  him." 

*T[  fear  him  not?'  said  Cleveland,  "and  he  knows 
that  well.  I  would  I  were  as  well  clear  of  the  con- 
sequences of  having  been  his  comrade,  as  I  hold  mv- 
self  to  be  of  all  those  which  may  attend  bis  ill-will. 
Another  unhappy  job  I  may  be  troubled  with— I  hurt 
a  young  feUow,  who  has  been  my  plague  for  some 
time,  in  an  unhappy  brawl  that  chanced  the  morning 
11^  Zetland." 

"  Is  he  dead  7"  asked  Bunce :  "  It  is  a  more  senous 
question  here,  than  it  would  be  on  the  Grand  Cai- 
mains  or  the  Bahama  Isles,  where  a  brace  or  two  of 
fellows  may  be  shot  in  a  morning,  and  no  more  heard 
of,  or  asked  about  them,  than  u  they  were  so  many 
wood-pigeons.  But  here  it  may  be. otherwise :  so  I 
hope  you  have  not  made  your  fnend  immortal. 

'•  I  hope  not,"  said  the  Captain,  "thqugh  my  anger 
has  been  fatal  to  tliose  who  have  given  me  less  pro- 
vocation. To  say  the  truth,  I  was  sorry  for  the  lad 
notmthstanding.  and  especially  as  I  was  forced  to 
leave  him  in  mad  keeping." 

"In  mad  keeping?"  said  Bunco;  -why,  what 
means  that  T' 

"  Vou  shall  hear,"  replied  his  fnend.  In  the  first 
place,  you  are  to  know,  this  young  man  came  sud- 
denly on  me  while  I  was  trying  to  gain  Minna's  ear 
for  a  private  interview  before  I  set  sail,  that  I  might 
explain  my  purpose  to  her.  Now,  to  be  broken  in  on 
by  the  accurstd  rudeness  of  this  young  fellow  at  such 
a  moment" 

"The  interruption  deserved  death."  said  Bunce, 
*'  by  all  the  laws  of  love  and  honour  I' 

"A  truce  with  your  ends  of  plays,  Jack,  and  listen 
one  moment.— Tne  brisk  youth  thought  proper  to  re- 
tort, when  I  commanded  him  lo  be  gone.  1  am  not, 
tlj^ou  knowest,  very  patient,  and  enforped  my  com- 
mands with  a  blow,  which  he  returned  as  roundly. 
We  stnigglcd,  till  I  became  desirous  that  we  should 
part  at  any  rate,  which  I  could  only  eiTect  by  a  stroke 
of  my  poniard,  which,  according  to  old  use,  I  have, 
thou  knowest,  always  about  me.  I  had  scarce  done 
this  when  I  repentea;  but  there  was  no  time  to  think 
f  any  thing  save  escape  and  concealment,  for,  if  the 
loose  rose  on  me,  I  was  lost ;  as  the  fiery  old  man, 
who  is  heod  of  the  family,  would  have  done  justice  on 
me  had  I  been  his  brother.  I  took  the  body  hastily 
on  my  shoulders  to^iarryit  down  to  the  sea- shore, 
with  the  purpose  of  throwing  it  into  a  rir<i^  as  (hey 
call  them,  or  chasm  of  great  depth,  where  it  would 
have  been  long  enough  in  being  discovered.  This 
done,  I  intended  to  jump  into  the  boat  which  I  had 
lyinz  ready,  and  set  sail  for  Kirkwall.  But,  as  I  was 
%\-alking  hastily  towards  the  beach  with  my  burden, 
the  poor  young  fellow  groaned,  and  so  apprised  me 
that  the  wound  had  not  been  instantly  fatal  I  was 
by  this  time  well  concealed  amongst  the  rock^  and, 
for  from  desiring  to  complete  my  crimc^  I  laid  the 
young  man  on  the  ground,  and  was  doing  what  I 
could  to  stanch  the  blood,  when  suddenly  an  old  wo- 
man stood  before  me.  She  was  a  person  whom  I 
had  frequently  seen  while  in  Zetland,  and  to  whom 
they  ascribe  the  character  of  a  sorceress,  or.  as  the 
negroes  say,  an  Obi  woman.  She  demanded  the 
wounded  man  of  me,  and  I  was  too  much  pressed  for 
time  to  hesitate  in  complying  with  her  request.  More 
she  was  about  to  say  to  me^  when  we  heard  the  voice 
of  a  silly  old  man,  wlonging  to  the  family,  singing  at 
sum"  distanc&  She  thei^  pressed  her  finger  on  her 
lip  as  a  siKU  of  secrecy,  whistled  very  low,  and  a 
•hapelesa,  deformed  brute  of  a  dwarf  coming  to  her 


hi 


assisunce,  they  c«ined  th«  woouded  mas  into  om  of 
the  caverns  with  which  thfl«lace  abounds,  and  I  got 
to  my  boat  and  to  sea  with  all  expedition.  If  that  old 
hag  be,  as  they  say,  connected  with  the  King  of  the 
Air.  she  favoured  me  that  morning  with  a  turn  of  hor 
calling;  for  not  even  the  West  Indian  toraadocii 
which  we  have  weathered  together,  made  a  wiUff 
racket  than  the  souall  that  drove  me  so  far  out  of  cpir 
course,  that,  without  a  pocket-compass,  wUek  I 
chanced  to  have  about  me.  I  should  nerver  have  reco- 
vered the  Fair  Isle,  for  Which  wo  run,  and  where  I 
found  a  brig  which  brought  me  to  this  place.  Bkii, 
whether  the  old  woman  "meant  me  weal  or  wo,  hoe 
we  came  at  length  in  safety  from  the  sea,  and  ken 
I  remain  in  doubts  and  difficulties  of  moro  kinds  thaa 
one." 

"O,  the  devil  take  the  Sorobargh-head,"  nid 
Bunce,  "  or  whatever  they  call  the  rock  that  yte 
knocked  our  clever  little  Revenge  against!" 

''Do  not  say  /  knocked  her  on  the  rock,"  ml 
Cleveland;  "have  I  not  told  you  fifty  tiroea,  if  the 
cowards  had  not  token  to  their  boat,  though  I  akomd 
them  the  dai\ger,  and  told  them  they  would  aO  k 
swamped,  which  happened  the  instant  they  caitgf 
the  painter,  she  would  have  been  afloat  at  ib 
moment?  Had  they  stood  by  me  and  the  ship^  tha 
lives  would  have  been  saved ;  had  I  gone  with  tkot, 
mine  would  have  been  lost ;  who  can  say  whid  ii 
forthebestr 

"Well "  replied  his  fiiend,  "1  know  your  cw 
now,  and  can  the  better  help  and  advise.  Ivilike 
true  to  you^  Clement,  as  the  blade  to  the  hilt;  to 
I  cannot  thmk  that  you  should  leave  os.  As  tMiU 
Scottish  song  says,  '^Wae's  my  heart  that  we  abodi 
sunder  I'—But  come,  you  will  aboard  with  ns  to^. 
at  any  rate?" 

"  I  have  no  other  place  of  rafiiee,'*  said  devdasd, 
with  a  sigh.  \ 

"'  He  then  onoe  more  ran  his  eyes  over  die  biY, 
directing  his  spy-glass  upon  several  of  the  vetwi 
which  traversed  its  surfaca  in  hopes,  doubtleaa  « 
discerning  the  vessel  of  Magnus  Troil,  and  thea 
followed  his  compsnion  down  tlie  hill  in  ftkooe. 


CHAPTER  XXXIL 

I  atrlva  like  to  the  vwaM  to  lh«  tide-way, 
Which,  Uekinf  favoohnf  breem,  bmih  noi  ilia  yoMT 
To  ilaii  Uie  iwwerflil  eormtL— Ev«n  Mi, 
Reaolvinf  daiij  to  fomke  my  vion, 
IlabiM,  Mtrong  eireuiMtanee.  renew'd  teaiptaUom 
Sweep  me  to  Mt  •gein.M)  ntaveoly  bmtlL 
Pill  UMMi  my  saitt,  and  aid  the  feeble  veaMl, 
Vhich  ne'er  can  reach  the  bleeiwd  port  witnoot 
*TUOidtwU»Bt 

CuivzLAim,  with  his  firiend  Bunce,  descended  die 
hill  for  a  time  in  silence^  until  at  length  the  latter  n- 
newed  their  converaation. 

**  You  have  taken  this  fellow's  wound  noie  os 
yoiir  conscience  than  you  need.  Captain— I  aMtt 
known  you  do  more  and  thmk  less  on't"  ^ 

"  ^lOt  on  such  slight  provocation.  Jack,  ngm 
Cleveland.  "  Besides,  the  lad  saved  my  life :  taa. 
say  that  I  requited  him  the  favour,  stiU  we  shouki  ooc 
have  met  on  such  evil  terms ;  but  I  trust  that  be  lotf 
receive  aid  from  that  woman,  who  has  oertaiov 
strange  skill  in  wmples."  ^. 

**  And  over  simpletons,  Captain,'*  said  his  bM 
**  in  which  class  I  must  e'en  put  you  down,  afoi 
think  more  on  this  -subject  That  you  abooid  n 
made  a  fool  of  by  a  young  woman,  why  it  »  wMHf 
an  honest  man's  case  ^but  to  puxxfe  your  ptw 
about  the  mummeries  of  an  old  oii&  is  far  too  greati 
folly  to  indulge  a  friend  in.  Talk  to  me  of  yow 
Miima,  since  you  so  call  her,  as  much  aayouwiui 
but  you  have  no  title  to  trouble  your  faiuifttl  tavat' 
errant  with  your  old  mumping  magician.  Ana  now 
here  we  are  once  more  amonfprt  the  Dooths  "»«" j 
which  these  good  folk  are  pitching— let  us  k>oMW> 
see  wbejlher  we  may  not  find  some  fun  >od  Bwe 
amongst  them.  In  merry  England,  now,  you  Jfouu 
have  seen,  on  such  an  occasion,  two  or  three  warn 
of  strollers,  as  many  fire-eaters  and  ^W^^^iJ^L 
many  shows  of  wild  beasts ;  but,  amoog*t  wmpvn 
folk,  there  is  nothing  but  what  savoun  of  waam 
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•ad  af  oomiiMduy-»4KMM. .     ^      .    ^^  ,  -    , 
from  my  mcny  gosnp  Punch  and  hw  nb  Jqtka, 

As  BuDce  tauA  spoke,  Cleveland  cost  his  ejres  on 
some  very  gay  clothes,  which  with  other  artide^ 
hunf  out  upon  one  of  the  booths,  that  had  a  good 
deaTmoro  of  ornament  and  exterior  decoration  than 
die  rest.  There  was  in  front  a  small  sign  of  canvus 
paiated,  announcing  the  vafietjir  of  goods  which  the 
owner  of  the  booth,  Bryce  Snailafoot,  had  on  sale, 
and  the  reasonable  prices  at  which  he  proposed  to 
offer  chedfi  to  the  public.  For  the  further  gratifi- 
cation o£  the  spectator,  the  sign  bora  on  ths  opposite 
nde  an  emblemado  device,  resesablin^  our,  first 
parenu  in  their  vsgetahfai  garments^  with  this  le- 
Bpndr- 

*'  P«mr  liiiMn  wImha  the  inakedseahei^ 
Am  Ma  to  oover  tiMm  with  l—iea 
ZeUaod  kaUi  no  iMtM.  'tu  inie, 
BoewM*  that  traesara  d<mm,  or  few ) 

Bat  we  \ULW9  flax  aii4  lasta  of  mtf, 
Fur  liaen  cloth  and  wadmaal  Ma« ; 
And  we  haw  naoy  offorvifn  koaeka 


or  finer  waft,  than  woo'  orllaa. 

YenMantfLamt 

Andbrmff 


Ye  nllantf  Lambma*  lada,*  appear. 


mng  ffwr  Lambmae  tialahi  liefa, 
Brjres  flBaiiifboc  apaiea  not  eoal  or  earn. 
To  plaa«ira  vntr  geaUe  pair." 

TVhile  Cleveland  was  ^niaing  these  ooodty  rhymes, 
which  brought  to  his  mmd  Claud  Hajcro,  to  whom, 
as  ihe  poet  laureato  of  the  island,  ready  with  his 
talent  alike  in  the  service  of  the  great  and  smalU  they 
pnbaldy  owed  their  ongin,  the  worthy  propiietor  of 
the  booth,  having  cast  his  eye  upon  him,  began  with 
hasty  snci  trembUng  hand  to  remove  some  of  the  gar- 
meats,  which,  aa  the  sale  did  not  commence  nil  the 
eouDg  day,  he  had  exposed  either  for  the  purpose  of 
airmg  them,  or  to  excite  the  admiration  of  the  .spec- 
tator!. 
"Br  iny  word,  Captsin,"   whispered  Bunce 


[>!aad^ 


'  now  the  Poorer*  be  ipids  t#u«  1— ths  poormtii 
9  lost  his  reason  in  that  weary  gale  of  wtno.'* 
*  Why,  you  insolent  rascal  I"  said  Cleveland, 


has  lost  his  reason  in  that  weary  gale  c 

"Why,  you  insolent  rascal  I"  said  Cleveland,  grasp* 
ing-tho  cane  which  he  carried,  V  do  you  think  tooani' 


.    'you  must  have  bad  that  fellow  under 

foor  du^ea  one  day,  and  he  remembera  one  gripe 
of  four  talons,  and  fears  another.  See  how  fast  he 
is  packing  bis  wares  out  of  sight,  so  soon  ak  he  set 
eyes  on  you!" 

**His  wares  r*  said  ClevelandL  on  looking  more 
attenuvely  at  his  proceedings;  "  of  Heaven,  they  are 
my  clothes  which  I  left  in  a  chest  at  Jarlshof  when 
the  Revenge  was  lost  ther&— Why,  Bryce  Snailsfoot, 
thou  thieC  dog;  and  villain,  what  means  this?  Have 
you  not  made  enough  of  us  by  cheap  buying  and  dear 
selling,  that  you  have  seized  on  my  trunk  and  wearing 

Bryce  Snailsfoot,  who  probably  would  otherwise 
not  have  been  willing  to  see  his  friend  the  Captain, 
was  now  by  iho  vivacity  of  his  attack  obliged  to  pay 
aiient'ion  to  him.  He  first  whispereu  to  his  little  foot- 
page,  by  whom,  as  we  have  already  noticed,  he  was 
twiaUy  attended,  "Run  to  the  town  council-house^ 
jarto,  and  tell  the  provost  and  bailies  they  maun 
send  some  of  their  omcera  speedily,  for  here  js  like  to 
be  wild  war)|L  in  the  fair.'* 
•  So  having  said,  and  having  seconded  his  commands 
by  a  push  on  the  ahoulder  of  his  messenger,  which 
sent  liiin  spinning,  out  of  the  shop  as  fast  as  heeU 
couUt  carry  him,  Bryce  Snailsfoot  turned  to  his  old 
acQuaintanee,  and,  with  that  ami^lificiuion  of  words 
and  exaggeraiion  of  manner,  which  In  Scotland  is 
eaQed  "making  a  phrase,  he  ejaculated— '*  The  Lord* 
be  Rudo  to  ii^J  the  worthy  Captain  Cleveland,  that 
««  were  all  sae  srieved  about,  returned  to  relieve  our 
hearta  again!  Wat  have  mv  cheeks  been  for' you,*' 
(Here  Bryce  .wiped  his  eyes,)  and  blithe  am  I  now  to 
sae  yon  restored  to  your  sorrowing  friends  !'* 

**  My  sorrowing  friunds,  you  rascal  f  said  Cleve- 
laod;  ^I  will  give  you  better  cause  for  sorrow  than 
Cfer  YOU  had  on  ray  account,  if  you  do  not  tell  me  in* 
ttantiy  where  ypu  stole  all  my  clothes." 

"Stole!**  ejaculated  Bryce,  casting  up  bis  eyes; 
■  at  Sitot  Wa*B  Pair  at  Kirlrwari. 


booxle  me  with  your  imoudenoel  As  you  would  havis 
a  whole  head  on  your  shoulders,  and  your  bones  in  ft 
whole  skin,  one  minute  longer,  tell  me  whsre  tht 
devil  you  stole  my  wearing  apparel  V* 

Bryoe  Snailsfoot  ejaodated  once  more  a  repetition 
of  the  word  "  Stole  I  Now  Heaven  be  gudo  to  us  !*' 
but  at  the  same  time,  conscious  that  the  Cairtain  was 
likely  to  be  sudden  in  execution,  cast  an  anxious  look 
to  the  town,  to  see  the  hiitering  aid  of  the  civil  powsr 
adyanoe  u>  his  reaeua 

"1  insist  on  an  instant  answer,"  said  ths  Captain, 
with  upraised  weapon,  "or  else  I  will  beat  you  to  a 
mummy,  and  tlirow  out  all  your  frippery  upoo  ths 
common  1" 

Mean  while,  Master  John  Bunce,  who  osssidsmi 
the  whole  affair  as  an  excellent  good  Jest,  and  not 
the  worse  sne  that  it  made  Clevelana  rsry  angry, 
sened  hold  of  the  Capt«in*s  arBi,  and,  without  anjr 
idea  of  uliinately  preventing  him  fiom  executing  hw 
threats,  imeiferad  just  to  much  aa  was  asoessary  to 
protract  a  discossion  so  amusing. 

"Nay,.let  the  honest  man  spodt,"  hesMd,  ** mess- 
mate; bo  has  as  fine  a  cez^ingfiMse  as  ever  stood  on 
a  knavish  pair  of  shouklers,  and  his  are  the  true 
flourishea  oi  ek)quenea,  in  the  course  of  which  men 
snip  the  cloth  an  inch  too  abort  Now,  I  wish  yon  is 
consider  that  you  are  both  of  a  trade.— he  measures 
bate  by  the  yard,  and  you  bv  the  swonL-^and  so  f  wiH 
not  have  him  chopped  up  ^11  he  has  had  a  fair  chase.*' 

"*  You  aito  a  fool  I"  said  Cleveland,  endeavouring  to 
shake  hisftiendoff-p^Lst  me  go  1  for,  byHeaveo,  I 
will  be  foul  of  him ! 

"  Hold  him  fast"  said  the  pedlar,  "  good  dear  rasrry 
gentleman,  hold  him  fost !" 

"Then  say  something  for  yourself;"  said  Bwmss 
"  use  your  gob-box,  man  $  patter  away,  or,  by  my  sool. 
I  willlet  him  loose  on  you  I" 

"  He  says  1  stole  thcae  oood^"  said  Bryce,  who 
now  saw  himself  run  so  close;  that  pleading  io  the 
charge  became  inevilable.    **  Now,  how  osutd  I 


Ihat  tha  r<Hin«  paoolft  of  Uie  lowar  olaaa,  and  of  cicJior  ttet, 
aMoeiated  in  pairs  for  tlio  period  of  tho  Pair  durinx  which  the 
eoapte  were  vetnwd  Lambmai  brother  and  ii«ter.    It  ia  eaiy  to 


CMioeivp  that  the  excliMivo  flmiiliaritr  ariaios  uvtof  Ihia  ctW' 


•  liab'a  to  abiuw.  ttia  rather  thai  it  im  aaid  iiltia  aeondaJ 
•aa  attached  to  thauMlis«Mi 

YsiLnr. 


atiaof  widish  it  ooesftopfd. 
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them,  when  they  sra  mine,  by  foir  and  lawfhl  pur- 
chaser 

"Purchase!  you  beggarly  vagrant  1"  said  Cleve- 
land: **  from  whom  did  you  dare  to  boy  nay  dsthes  Y 
or  Vho  had  the  impudence  lo  seU  them  P* 

"Just  that  worthy  nrofcsssr  Mn.  Swertha,  ths 
housekeeper  at  Jarlahoi,  who  acted  as  your  exeeuier," 
said  the  pedlar;  "  and  a  grieved  heart  she  bad." 

"Andsoshe  wasreaoivedtoraakeaheavy  soeket  ' 
of  it,  I  suppose,"  said  the  Captain  $  "  but  how  dki  ahe 
dare  to  sell  the  things  left  in  her  charge  ?" 

"  Why.ehe  acted  all  for  the  beat,  good  woman  T 
said  the  pedlar,  anxious  to  protmct  the  disoussioii 
until  the  arrival  of  aucooun;  "and,  if  you  will  but 
hear  reason.  I  am  ready  to  aoeosnt  with  you  for  ths 
chest  and  all  that  it  holds." 

"  Speak  out,  then,  and  let  us  bate  none  of  thy 
damnable  evasiona, '  aakl  Captain  Cleveland  t  "if 
YOU  show  ever  so.  little  purpose  of  being  somewhaft 
honest  for  once  in  thy  life,  1  will  not  beat  thee." 

''  Why,  yon  ses,  noble  Captain,"  said  ths  pedlar,-- 
and  then  muttered  to  himself;  "plague on  PatePater* 
son's  cripple  knee,  they  will  be  waitms  for  him,  hirplmg 
useless  body!"  then  resamod  aloud—" The  country, 
you  seeb  is  in  great  perplexity— great  peipiexity,  ini- 
deedt~moch  perplexity,  truly.  There  was  your  honour 
missing,  that  was  loved  by  great  and  small— cleoa 
missing— aowbere  to  be  heard  of— a  lost  man— am- 
qoh'le— dead— defunct  1" 

"  Voo  shall  find  me  alive  lo  )'our  cost,  you  seoun- 
dr«l !"  said  the  irritated  Captain. 

"  Weel»  but  take  patience.— ye  will  not  hei 
speak,"  said  the  Jaogsr.—^' Then  there  wai 
Mordauni  Mertouo" 

"Har  said  theCaptain,  "whatof hirof* 

"Cannot  be  heard  of,"  said  the  pedlar:  "eban  and 
clear  tint,— a  gone  youth ;— fallen,  it  is  thought,  from 
the  ereig,  into  the  sea— he  was  sye  venturous.  I  have 
had  dealings  with  him  for  furs  and  feat  here,  whilk  ho 
swapped  against  powder  and  ahot,  andthe  liks;  a«i 
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now  he  has  worn  out  itom  among  nfr-^^cfenn  retired^ 
utterly  vanished,  like  the  last  puif  of  an  aald  wife's 
tobacco  pipe." 

**  But  what  is  all  this  to  the  Captain's  clothes,  my 
dear  friend  ?"  said  fiance ;  "  I  mast  presently  beat  you 
myself  unless  you  oome  to  thfe  point." 

*  Weel,  weeL— patience,  patience,"  said  Bnroe,  wav- 
ing his  hand ;  ^'  vou  will  get  all  time  enouni.  Weel, 
there  are  two  folks  sane,  as  I  said,  forbye  the  distress 
at  Borgh-Westra  about  Mistress  Minna's  sad  ail- 


Bring  not  her  into  your  bofibonery,  sirrah,"  said 
Cleveland,  in  a  tone  of  anger,  not  so  loud,  but  far 
deeper  and  more  concentrated  than  he  had  hitherto 
used:  '*for,  if  you  name  her  with  less  than  reverence, 
L  will  crop  the  ears  out  of  your  head,  and  make  you 
•wallow  them  on  tho  spot  r 

"He,  he,  he!"  faintly  laughed  the  Jagger;  ''that 
were*  a  ptrasant  jest !  Vou  are  pleased  to  be  witty. 
But  to  say  naethmg  or  Buigh-Westra,  there  is  the 
carte  at  Jarlsho^  he  that  was  the  auld  Mertoun,  Mor- 
daunt's  iather,  whom  men  thought  as  fast  bound  to 
4ie  place  he  dwelt  in  as  the  Sumburgfa-head  itselt, 
naething  maun  serve  him  but  he  is  lost  as  weel  as  the 
lave  about  whom  I  haveapoken.  And  there's  Magnus 
Trail  (wi'  favour  be  he  named)  taking  horse;  and 
there  is  pleasant  Maister  Claud  Halcro  taking  boat, 
whilk  he  steers  worst  of  any  man  in  Zetland,  his  head 
running  on  rambling  rhymes;  snd  the  Factor  body  is 
^  on  the  stir-ihe  Scots  Factor,— him  that  is  ave  speak- 
I  log  of  dikes  and  delving,  ana  such  unprofitable  warii, 
which  has  naething  of  merchandise  in  it,  and  he  is  on 
the  lang  tiot,  too ;  so  that  y*  might  say,  upon  a  man- 
ner, the  tae  half  of  the  Mainland  of  Zetland  is  loftt 
and  the  other  is  mnning  to  and  fro  seeking  it— awfii' 
times!" 

Captain  Cleveland  had  subdued  his  pasdon,  and 
listened  to  this  tirade  of  the  worthy  man  of  mer^ 
diandisa  with  impatience  indeed,  yet  not  without  the 
hope  of  hearing  aomething  that  might  concern  him. 
But  his  companion  was  now  become  impatient  in  his 
mm.— "The  clothes!"  be  exclaimed,  **the  clothes, 
the  clothes,  the  clothes  f  accompanying  each  repeti- 
tion of  the  words  with  a  flourish  of  his  cane,  the  dex- 
terity of  which  consisted* in  coming  mighty  near  the 
Janer's  ears  without  actually  touching  them. 

The  Jageer,  shrinking  from  each  of  these  demon- 
stratioiu,  continued  to  exclaim,  "Nay,  sir--goodjBir— 
worthy  sir— for  the  clothes— I  found  the  worthy  dome 
m  great  distress  on  acooontof  her  oM  maister,  and  on 
account  of  her  young  maister,  and  on  account  of 
worthy  Captain  Cleveland ;  and  because  of  the  dis- 
tress of  the  worthy  Fowd's  fiimily,  snd  the  trouble  of 
the  great  Fowd  himself— and  because  of  the  Factor, 
and  in  respect  of  Claud  Halcro,  and  on  other  accounts 
and  respects.  Also  we  mingled  our  sorrows  and  our 
teani  with  a  bottle,  as  the  holy  text  hath  it,  and 
caUed  m  the  Ranzelman  to  our  council,  «  worthy 
man,,Niel  Roualdson  by  name,  who  hath  a  good  re- 
putation." 

Here  another  flourish  of  the  cane  eame  so  very  near 
chat  It  partly  touched  his  ear.  The  Jagger  started 
back,  and  the  truth,  or  that  which  he  desved  should 
be  considered  as  such,  bolted  from  him  without  more 
oircumlocution ;  as  a  cork,  after  much  unnecessary 
bussing  and  fizxing,  sprmgs  forth  from  a  bottle  of 
ipnice  oeer. 

'**  In  brief,  what  the  deil  mair  would  yon  have  of 
it  1— the  woman  sold  me  the  kist  of  clothes— they  are 
mine  by  purehase,  and  that  is  what  I  will  live  and  die 


In  other  words,"  saki  Cleveland,  "  this  greedvold 
tias  had  the  impudence  to  sell  what  was  none  of  hers ; 
and  yoii,  honest  Bryce  Snailsfoot,  had  the  assurance 
10  be  the  purchaser  T ' 

*'0u  dean  Captain,"  said  the  conscientioos  pedlar, 
**.  whai  wad  ye  hae  had  twa  poor  folk  to  do  7  There 
was  yoursell  gane  that  aught  the  things,  and  Maister 
Mordaunt  was  gane  that  had  them  m  keeping,  and 
the  things  were  out  damply  put  upw  where  they  were 
lotting  with  moth  and  Motdd,  and*'—       * 

*  And  80  this  old  thief  sold  them,  and  you  bought 
thenL  {njpme,  just  to  keep  them  from  q>otliDg1" 


Weel  then,*'  said  tiie  inerehant,  Tm  Afatking 
noble  Captfllin,  that  wad  be  Just  the  gate  of  it" 

"Well  then,  hark  ye,  you  impudent  scoundrel,"  said 
the  Captain.  "  I  do  not  wish  to  dirty  my  fingers  with 
you,  or  to  make  any  disturbance  in  this  plsce^' — 

"Good  reason  for  that,  Captain— aha !"  said  tkt 

'^I  will  break  your  bones  If  yon  speak  another 
worJ,"  replied  Cleveland.  "  Take  notice— I  ofler  yoa 
fair  terms—give  me  back  the  black  leathern  pocket 
book  with  the  lock  upon  it.  and  the  purse  with  tiie 
doubloons,  witn  some  few  of  the  cbthes  I  want,  and 
keep  the  rest  in  the  devil's  name  I" 

" Doubloons!  I r'—exclamied  the  Jagger,  with  n 
exaltation  of  voice  intendea  to  indicate  the  utmost  ei- 
tremity  of  surprise,—"  What  do  I  ken  of  doubloons  1 
my  dealing  was  for  doublets,  «nd  not  for  doublooni- 
Ijf  there  were  doubloons  m  the  kist.  doabtless  Swertht 
will 'have  them  in  safe  keeping  for  your  honour— ihi 
danip  wouldna  harm  the  gold,  ye  ken." 

"  Give  me  back  my  pocket-oook  and  my  goodi, 
you  rascally  thief,"  said  Cleveland,  "or  wiuioutfc 
worn  more  I  will  beat  your  brains  out  V* . 

The  ifWy  Jagger,, casting  eye  around  him,  saw  that 
succour  was  near,  in  the  shape  of  a  party  of  oiAoen, 
six  in  number;  for  several  rencontres  with  the  crew 
of  the  pirato  had  taught  the  magistrates  of  KirkwiU 
to  strengthen  their  police  parties  when  these  stru* 
gers  were  in  question. 

'*Te  had  better  keep  the  ihi^  to  smt  yoonell,  ho- 
noured Captain,"  said  the  Jagror,  emboldened  bytkii 
approach  of  the  civil  power  P* for  wha  kens  Mwi 
these  fine  goods  and  bonny-dies  were  come  by?" 

This  was  uttered  with  such  provoking  8l}0C8i  ai 
look  and  tone,  that  Cleveland  made  no  further  delay, 
but,  seizing  upon  the  Jagger  by  the  collar,  dracgea 
him  over  his  temporary  counter,  which  was,  with  all 
the  goods  displayed  thereon,  overset  in  the  scofflBi 
and,  nolding  him  with  one  hand,  inflicted  on  nim 
with  the  other  a  severe  beating  with  his  cgnc.  AIJ 
this  was  done  so  suddenly  ana  with  sucn  energy, 
that  Bryce  Snailsfoot,  though  rather  a  stout  man, 
was  totally  suiprised  by  the  vivacity  of  the  attad;, 
and  made  scarce  any  other  effort  at  extricatin-  '-'" 

self  than  ^ ' —  '' 

The  '"  ' 

officers! ^- ,-;    i,.  ■  1. 

their  united  exertions  succeeded  m  compelling  bJin» 

?|uit  hold  of  the  pedlar,  in  order  to  defend  nimaetl 
rom  their  assault.  This  he  did  with  infinite atrengtb. 
resolution,  and  dexterity,  being  at  the  same  timewdl 
seconded  by  his  friend  Jack  Bunce,  who  had  eeen 
with  glee  tne  drubbing  sustained  by  the  pedlar,  and 
now  combated  tightly  to  save  his  companion  fron 
the  consequences.  But,  as  there  had  been  for  some 
time  a  growing  feud  between  the  townsneople  and 
the  crew  of  the  Rover  the  former,  provoked  by  lb* 
insolent  deportment  of  the  seamen,  had  resolved  to 
stand  by  each  other,  and  to  aid  the  civil  power  n»n 
such  occi^sionaof  riot  as  should  occur  in  future*,  and 
so  many  assistant^  came  up  to  the  rescue  of  the  con- 
stables,  that  Cleveland,  after  fighting  most  maninfly, 
was  at  length  brought  to  the  ground  and  made^ 
soner.  His  more  fortunate  companion  had  eacaiw 
by  speed  of  foot,  as  soon  as  he  saw  that  the  day  moat 
needs  be  determined  against  them.  .    . 

The  proud  heart  of  Cleveland,  which,  eren  w.itf 
perversion,  had  in  its  feelings  somethmg'of  ongM«| 
nobleness,  was  like  to  burst,  when  he  felt  bunaHi 
borne  down  in  this  unworthy  brawl— dragged  ijg 
the  town  as  a  prisoner,  and  hunied  througn  vm 
streets  towards  the  Council-house,  wherethe  in«gj 
trates  of  the  bnrgh  were  then  seated  in  council.  TM 
probability  of  imprisonment,  with  allitsconseqncncij 
rushed  also  upon  his  mind,  and  he  cursed  a  hundjw 
times  the  folly  which  had  not  rather  submitted  to  l». 
pedlar's  knavery,  than  involved  him  in  so  pertlouia* 
embarrassment.  ^  ., 

But  just  as  they  approached  tho  door  of  »«  Cjwn- 
dl.  house,  which  is  situated  in  the  middle  of  the  l»K 
town,  the  face  of  maticre  was  suddenly  chawjuo  6y  • 
new  and  unexpected  incident 

Bunco,  who  had  designed,  by  bis  precipitateRtreai. 
toservTia  wall  his  friendaa  himself  had  hied  bin 
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to  the  haven,  where  the  host  of  the  Rover  was  then 
lyin^  and  called  the  cockswain  and  boat's  crew  to 
the  asastanoe  of  Cleveland.  Thev  now  appeared  on 
the  sceoe-^Berce  desperadoes,  as  oecame  their  cali> 
ing^  with  features  bron»9d  by  the  tropical  sun  under 
wmch  thev  had  pursued  it  They  rushed  at  once 
amonsst  the  crowd^  lsyin|[  about  them  with  their 
stretchers ;  and,  forcing  their  way  up  to  Cleveland, 
speedily  delivered  him  from  the  handis  of  the  officers, 
who  were  totally  unprepared  to  resist  an  attack  so 
furious  and  so  sudden,  and  carried  him  off  in  triumph 
towards  the  ouay,— two  or  three  of  their  number 
fadnR  about  m>m  time  to  time  to  Iteep  back  the 
crowd,  whose  efforts  to  recover  the  prisoner  were  the 
leas  violent,  that  most  of  the  seamen  were  armed  with 
pistols  and  cutlasses,  as  well  as  with  the  less  lethal 
w^pons  which  alone  they  had  as  yet  made  use  of. 

ney  ^ned  their  boat  in  safetv,  and  jumped  mto 
Hf  earrying  along  with  them  Cleveland,  to  whom 
eircumstatices  seemed  to  ofler  no  other  reftige,  and 
poshed  off  for  their  vessel,  singing  in  chorus  to  their 
osrs  an  old  ditty,  of  which  the  natives  of  Kirkwall 
senld  only  hear  the  first  stanza : 

'*  Robin  Rover 

8htd  to  hireraw. 
*IJp  with  the  black  lte|; 

DowawitbttoebhMl— 
Fire  on  the  OMia-lop, 

Fire  oo  the  bow. 
Fire  on  the  gun-deck. 

Pile  dowQ  below  t*^** 

*nie  wild  chorus  of  Uieir  voices  was  heard  long 
after  the  words  ceased  to  be  intelligible— And.  thus 
was  the  pirate  Cleveland  again  thrown  almost  mvo- 
lontaiilv  amongst  those  desperate  associates,  from 
whom  ne  had  so  often  resolved  to  detach  himselt 


CHAPTER  XXXIII. 

FmwiUI  tove,  my  friend,  tm  power  o'er  wiadom. 
And  ie  the  eharm,  which  hke  the  (Ueoner't  lure, 
Cen  bffinf  fWim  heaven  the  hisheet  waririff  ipiriti.— 
80,  when  Ikroed  Frocper  dolT^d  hia  mamc  robe. 
It  WW  MiiMda  plaek'd  it  fiom  hia  aliouldenL—OU  Ptoy. 

Oca  wandering  narrative  must  now  return  to  Mor- 
danntMertonn.— Welcft  him  in  the  perilous  condi- 
tion of  one  who  has,  received. a  severe  wound,  and 
we  now  find  him  in  the  condition  of  a  convalBscent 
—pale,  indeed,  and  feeble  from  the  loss  of  much  blood, 
aad  the  eflects  of  a  fever  which  had  followed  the 
injury,  but  so  far  fortunate,  that  the  weapon,  having 
lanced  on  the  ribs,  had  onlj^  occasioned  a  great 
eflusion  of  blood,  without  touchmg  any  vital  part,  and 
was  now  well  nigh  healed ;  so  efficacious  were  the 
tidnerary  plants  and  salves  with  which  it  had  been 
treated  by  the  sage  Noma  of  FitfuUhead. 

The  matron  and  her  patient  now  sat  together  in  a 
dwelling  in  a  remote  island.  He  had  been  trans- 
ported^ during  his  illness,  and  ere  he  had  perfect 
oonsciousness,  fir^  to  her  singular  habitation  near 
Fitful -head,  and  thence  to  h^r  present  abode,  by  one 
«f  the  fishing-boats  on  the  station  of  Buigh-Westra. 
For  such  was  the  command  possessed  by  Noma  over 
(he  superstitious  character  of  her  countrymen,  that 
she  never  foiled  to  find  faithful  agents  to  execute  her 
commands,  whatever  these  happened  to  be ;  and,  as 
her  orders  were  generally  given  under  injunctions  of 
the  strictest  secrecy,  men  reciprocally  wondered  at 
occurrences,  which  had  in  fact  been  produced  by  their 
•wn  agency,  and  that  of  their  neighbours,  and  in 
wfaichTnad  tney  communicated  freely  with  each  other, 
,  no  shadow  of  the  marvellous  would  have  remained. 

Mordaunt  was  now  seated  by  the  fire,  in  an  apart- 
mnt  indifierently  well  furnished,  having  a  book  b 
bis  hano^  which  he  looked  up9n  from  time  to  time 
;    ^h  signs  of  ennui  and  impatience;  feelings  which 
■    tt  lengtli  so  far  overcame  him,  that,  flinging  the 
^ame  on  the  table,  he  fixed  his  eyes  on  the  fire,  and 
;    lonmed  the  attituae  of  one  who  is  engaged  in  un- 
pleasant meditation. 

.  Xorna,  who  sat  opposite  to  him,  and  appeared  busy 

;    jn  the  compofldtion  of  some  drug  or  unguent,  anxiously 

;    Mt  her  seat,  and,  anproaching  Monlaunt,  felt  his 

poise,  making  at  the  same  time  the  moift  aflectionate 

— ^-  I  whether  he  felt  any  sudden  paui,  and  where 


It  was  seated.  The  manner  in  which  Mordaunt  n 
plied  to  these  earnest  inquiries,  although  worded  so  m 
to  express  gratitude  for  her  Iqndnes^  whUe  he  di»> 
claimed  any  feeling  of  indisposition,  did  not  seem  io 
give  satisfaction  to  the  Pythoness. 
^  "Ungrateful  boy  I,"  she  said,,  "for  whom  I  hav« 
done  so  much:  you  whom  I  have  rescued,  hf  my 
power  and  skill,  from  the  very  gates  of  deathf-^ass 
you  already,  so  weary  of  me,  that  you  cannot  rsfraim 
from  showing  how  desirous  you  are  to  spend  at  a 
distance  from  me,  the  very  first  inteUigent  (Uiysof  the 
life  which  I  have  cestored  you  7" 

"  Vou  do  me  injusdce,  my  kind  preserver,"  replied 
Mordaunt;  "I  am  not  tired  of  your  societv;  bat  I 
have  dudes  which  recall  me  to  ordinary  Ufe.'^ 

" Duties r  repeated  Noma ;  "and  what  duties  oaa 
or  ought  to  interfere  with  the  gratitude  which  you  owe 
to  mel^DutiesI  Tour  Uioughts  are  on  the  use  e# 
your  gun,  or  on  clambering  among  the  rocks  in  quasi 
of  sea-fowL  For  these  exercises  your  strength  dotk 
not  yet  fit  you ;  and  yet  these  an  the  duties  to  whieh 
you  are  so  anxious  to  retum  1" 

"Not  so,  my  good  and  kind  mistress,"  said  Moi^ 
datint— "To  name  one  duty,  out  of  many,  which 
makes  me  seek  to  leave  you,  now  that  ray  strangcb 
permits,  let  me  mention  thst  of  a  son  to  his  £ith^* 

"To  your  father  1"  said  Noma,  with  a  laugh  that 
had  something  in  it  almost  fraoctic  "  0 1  you  know 
not  how  we  can,  in  these  islands,  at  once  cancel  snch 
dudes  1  And,  for  your  father,"  she  added,  prooeeding 
more  calmly,  "what  has  be  done  for  yoa,  to  deserve 
the  regard  arid  duty  you  speak  of  7— Is  he  not  th» 
same^  who,  as  you  have  long  since  told  me,  left  yoa 
for  so  many  years  poorly  nourished  among  strangera 
without  infiuinng  whether  you  were  alive  or  dead,  and 
only,  sending,  from,  time  to  time,  supplies  in  saek 
fashion,  as  men  relieve  the  leprous  wretch  to  whom 
they  fling  alms  from  a  distance  1  And,  in  these  later 
years,  when  he  had  made  you  the  companion  of  his 
misery,  he  has  been,  by  starts  your  pedagogue,  by 
starts  your  tormentor,  but  never,  Mordaunt,  never' 
your  father." 

"  Something  of  troth  diere  is  in  what  you  say," 
replied  Monlaunt:  "^ftitoer  is  not  fondj  but  ne 
is,  and  has  ever  been,  atteciionately  kind.  Men  have 
not  their  affections  in  their  power ;  and  it  is  a  chihFs 
duty  to  be  grateful  for  the  benefits  which  he  reoeivea, 
even  when  coldly  bestowed.  My  father  has  co»> 
ferred  instrucdon  on  me,  and  I  am  convinced  he 
loves  ma  He  is  unfortunate;  and,  even  if  he  loved 
me  not" 

"And  he  does  rM  love  you,"  said  Noma,  hastily: 
"  he  never  loved  any  thinjL  or  any  one,  save  himseU. 
He  is  iinfortunBts,  but  well  are  his  misfortunes  de- 
served*.—O  Mordaunt,  you  have  one  parent  only,-^ 
one  psrpnt,  who  loves  you  as  the  drops  of  the  heart- 

"  I  know  I  have  but  one  parent,"  replied  Mordaunt; 
"my  mother  hss  been  long  deed.— Bat  your  woids 
contradict  each  other." 

**  They  do  not—they  do  not,"  said  Noma,  in  a 
paroxysm  of  the  deepest  feeling;  "  you  have  but  on* 
parent.  Vour  unhappy  mother  is  not  daad—I  would 
to  Ood  that  she  were!— but  she  is  not  dead.  Tbv 
mother  is  the  only  parent  that  loves  thee ;  and  I— I, 
Mordaunt,"  throwing  herself  on  hk  neck,  "am  that 
most  unhappy— yet  most  happy  mother*"    . 

She  closed  nim  in. a  strict  and  convulsive  embrace; 
and  tears,  the  first,  perhaps,  which  she  had  shed  for 
many  years,  burst  m  torrents  as  she  sobbed  on  Im 
neck.  Astonished  at  what  he  lieard,  fell,  and  aaw,— 
moved  bv  the  excoss  of  her  agitadon,  yet  disposed  to 
ascribe  this  burst  of  passion  to  inssnity,— Mordannt 
vainly  endeavoured  10  tranquillize  the  mmd  of  tWi 
extraordinary  peTaon. 

"Ungrateful  boyf  she  said,  "who  bnt  •  motbsr 
would  have  watched  over  thee  as  I  have  watched) 
From  die  instsnt  I  saw  thy  father,  when  he  htUe 
thought  by  whom  he  was  observed,  a  space  now  mnnr 
years  back,  I  knew  him  .well ;  and,  under  his  chmft 


I  saw  you,  tlien  a  stnphn^— while  Nature  apealung 

"tnvqu 

me,  when  iaast  ezpectei,  in 


loud  in  my  bosom,  assuredme,  thou  wen 
Mood,  and  bono  of  my  bone.    ***  ' 
have  wondered  to  see 
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your  pisoefl  of  putiine  and  resort  I   Think  how  often 
my  ejre  hae  watched  you  on  the  giddy  preGipices,  and 
iHfind  thbse  charms  which  aubdue  the  evil  demona, 
lo  show  themselvee  to  the  climber  on  the  giddjeat 
of  hia  path,  and  force  him  to  quit  hie  hold 


Did 


BJiHend  thbse  charms  which  aubdue  the  evil  demons, 

inot  hang  aitmod  th^  neck^in  pl^js^  of  thy  safety, 
that  chain  of  gold,  which  an  Elnn  King  gave  to  the 
founder  of  oar  race'?  Would  I  have  given  that  dear 
gift  to  any  but  to  the  son  of  my  bosom  7— Mordaunrt. 
My  power  has  done  that  for  thee  that  a  mere  mortal 
motner  would  dread  to  think  of.  I  have  conjured  the 
Bteimaid  at  midnight,  that  thy  bark  might  be  proa- 
peipua  on  the  Haaf !  I  have  noshed  the  wmda,  and 
liaviaa  have  flapped  tiieir  empty  sails  against  the  roast 
in.  iiiaetivity,  that  you  might  safely  indulge  your  sport 
gpon  the  crags  I'' 

Ifordaunt,  perceiving  that  she  was  growmg  yet 
wiMar  in  her  tkBt,  endeavoured  to  frame  an  answer 
whiok  should  be  at  once  indnlgent.  soothing,  and 
Qalsulated  to  allay  the  rising  warmth  of  her  uiagi- 

"'Dear  Noma,"  ha  said,  "I  have  indeed  many  rea- 
0ona  to  call  you  mother,  who  have  bestowed  so  many 
hanafita  apon  me ;  and  fh>m  me  you  shall  ever  receive 
Ma  alfection  and  dut;  of  a  child.  But  the  chain  yon 
nantionedi  it  haa  vamabed  from  my  neck—I  have  not 
aeeD  it  ainoa  the  rutAan  stabbed  me." 

*'Alaal  and  can  yon  think  of  it  at  this  moment  T' 
aaid  Noma,  in  a  aorrowful  accent— "But  belt  so: 
t—and  know,  it  was  I  took  it  from  thy  neck,  and  tied 
II  aroand  tlie  neck  of  her  who  is  deareet  to  you }  in 
taken  thatlft  union  betwixt  you,  which  has  been  the 


has  of  late  adopted  towards  me,  and  lo  pematav 
addresses  to  his  daughter  Brenda?" 
"Brenda  T  repeated  Noma— "who  talks  of  Rna^ 


da  7— it  was  of  Minna  that  I  spoke  to  you.' 
''But  it  was  of  Brenda  that  I  thoi   ' 


Mordaunt,  "  of  her  that  I  now  think,  an£fof  her  uoas 
that  I  will  ever  think." 

"Impossible,  my  son  V*  replied  Noma.  **Tob oii- 
not  be  so  dull  of  .heart,  so  poor  of  ipirit,  as  to  pida 


aaiy  eanhly  wiah  which  I  have  had  the  power  to 
fMRii  ahall  yet^  even  yet,  be  aecomDliahed— ay,  al- 
tfaOHoh  hell  ahouldopen  to  forbid  the  nans!" 

"^fiaa!"  aaid  Mordaun^  with  a  sigh, "  yoa  remcp- 
km  not  thadiffiranoe  betwixt  our  situauon— her  father 
ia  wealthy,  and  of  ancient  birth." 

^Not  mora  wealthy  than  wilt  be  the  heir  of  Noma 
€f  Fitliil-head,"  anawered  the  Pythonesa-"  not  of 
batinr  or  mora  ancient  blood  than  that  which  flowa  in 
'  ihir  veina,  derived  Aom  thy  mother,  the  descendant  of 
the  aame  Jarla  and  Sea-Kinga  from  whom  Magnus 
boaau  his  oiigin.—Or  doat  thon  think,  like  the  pMant 
■nd  fanatic  strangers  who  have  come  amongst  us, 
Ikat  thy  blood  ia  diahonouied  becauae  my  imion  with 
thy  father  did  not  receive  the  aanction  of  a  priest  7— 
Know,  that  we  were  wedded  after  the  ancient  manner 
of  the  Norae--oi]r  hands  were  elasped  within  the 
cMa  of  Odin,*  with  aueh  deep  vowa  of  etemal 
idnlity,  aa  even  the  lawa  of  these  usuoping.  Scots 
wooki  have  sanctioned  aa  equivalent  to  a  bleaBing 
bdfofo  the  altar.  To  the  oflbpriog  of  such  a  imion, 
Magnae  haa  naoght  to  object  It  was  weak— it  was 
OfiiBinal,  on  my  part  but  it  conveyed  no  infamy  to 
tha  birth  of  my  aon." 

The  oompoaad  and  collected  manner  in  which 
Noma  argued  theae  points  b^an  to  imnoae  upon 
Mordaunt  anincipieiM  belief  in  the  truth  of  what  she 
Mid ;  and^  indeed,  ahe  added  ao  many  drcnmstances, 
•atiafactonly  and  rationally  connected  with  each 
•thsr,  MBeemed  to  confute  the  notion  that  her  story 
waft  altogsthar  the  deluaion  of  that  insanity  which 
aonetiroea  ahowed  itaelf  in  her  speech  and  actiona. 
A  thouaand  eonfoaed  ideaa  ruahed  upon  him,  when  he 
it  possible  that  the  unhappy  peraon  before 
right  to  clslm  from  him 


the  idle  mirth  and  housewife  aimplicity  of  the  younnt 
sister,  to  the  deep  feeling  and  high  mind  of  the  Mol^ 
spirited  Mmnal  Who  would^  stoop  to  gathei  thi 
lowly  violet,  that  might  have  the  rose  for  suetchisg 
out  his  hand  r' 

"  Some  think  the  lowliest  flowera  are  tbesweetetl," 
replied  Mordaunt,  "  and  in  that  fiuth  will  I  live  and 
die," 
"  You  dara  not  tell  roe  ao  I"  answered  Nam, 
oely ;  then  instantly  chanjsing  her  tone,  aod  taking 

hand  in  the  most  affectionate  manner,  she  jt^ 

ceeded :— "You  must  not— you  will  not  tell  me  ■, 
my  deav  son— you  will  not  break  a  mother's  heart  a 
the  very  that  hour  in  which  ahe  haa  embraced  ha 
child !— Nay,  do  not  answer,  but  hear  me.  You  miij 
wed  Minna— I  have  bound  around  her  neck  a  hm 
amulet,  on  which,  the  happineaa  of  both  depem 
The  labours  of  my  life  have  for  years  had  this  diiK- 
tion.  Thua  it  must  be^  and  not  otherwisfr-Miiai 
must  be  the  bride  of  my  son !" 

"  But  is  not  Brenda  eiiually  near,  eqnaUf  ^^  ^ 
you  7"  replied  Mordaunt 

"  As  near  in  blood,"  said  Noma,  **  but  not  eo  deK 
no  not  half  ao  dear,  in  affectiofi.  Minna's  mind,  )C» 
high  and  contemplative  spirit,  renders  her  a  coa> 
panion  meet  for  one,  whoee  ways,  like  mine,  are  l» 
yond  the  ordinary  patha  of  this  worid.  Brenda  si 
thing  of  common  and  ordinary  life,  an  idle  lai«ba 
and  acofTer,  who  would  level  art  witb  ignoiance,  aod 
reduce  power  to  weaknesa,  by  diabelieving  and  turn* 
ing  into  ridicule  whatever  ia  beyond  the  graap  of  ktf  i 
own  ahallow  intellect"  I 

"She  is,  indeed,"  anawered  Mordaunt,  "nddiff 
aoporatitioua  nor  enthuaiaatio,  and  I  love  her  the  y- 
ter  for  it  Remember  also,  my  motheiv  that  A»  a- 
turns  my  afTectioi],  and  that  Minna«  if  she  lovei^aqi 
one,  loves  the  stranger  Cleveland." 

"  She  doea  not— she  darea  not,"  answered  Nom 
"nor  darea  he  pursue  her  farther.  I  told  him,  wbeb 
first  he  came  to  Burgh- Weatra,  that  I  deatined  m 
for  you." 

"  And  to  that  rash  annunciation,"  aaid  MafdaasL 
"  I  owe  this  man's  perseverinft  enmity— my  ^fvm 
and  well  nigh  the  loss  of  my  liie.  See,  tny  motba,  v 
what  point  your  intriguea  have  already  conducted  iB| 
and,  in  Heaven's  name,  prosecute  them  no  farther. 
It  seemed  as  if  this  reproach  strack  Noma  mm 
the  force,  at  once,  and  vivacity  of  lightning;  for  *" 
atrudi  her  forphead  with  her  hand,  and  seemed  aboiu 
to  drop  from  her  sea^  Mordaunt,  greatly  ahodm 
hastened  to  catch  her  m  hia  arms,-and,  though  acarof 
knowing  what  to  aay,  attempted  to  utter  some  laco' 
herent  expreamona. 

"  Spare  me,  Heaven,  spare  me  r  were  the  n» 
worda  which  she  mutteredj  "  do  not  let  mv  cnma  K 
avenged  by  his  means  I— Yea,  youpg  man, '  »be  aai^ 


mok  might  actually  have  a  -^ 

the  reapect  and  aflection  due  to  a  parent  from  a  aon. 
Ha  could  only  aormoont  them  by  tuming;  his  mind  to 
«  difietent,  and  acaroe  leaa  hitereating  topic,  reeolving 
^thin  himaelf  to  take  time  for  farther  inquiry  and 
matnre  eonsideradon,  ers  be  either  rejected  or  admit- 
tad  the  daim  which  Noma  preferred  upon  hia  affec- 
tioo  and  duty.  Hia  benefaetreaa,  at  leaat,  ahe  un- 
^aobtedly  waa,  and  heoould  not  err  in  paying  her,  aa 
•uch,  the  remect  and  attention  due  fh>m  a  aon  to  a 
nMlber  ]  and  ao  far,  therefore,  he  might  gratify  Noma 
tvithoot  otherwiae  atanding  committed. 

rAmd  do  you  then  really  think,  my  mother,— aince 
«•  jam  bid  ma  term  you,'^— aaid  Mordaunt,  "  that  the 
pffMd  Magnua  Troil  may,,  by  any  hidocement,  benre- 
vailad  upon  to  rehnquiah  tha  angry  feelings  which  he 

*•»•««  nplBnatloa  of  Ihia  pfomtM,  Note  to  Chapter XIOL, 


after  a  pauae,  "you  have  dared  to  tell  what  Idaiw 
not  tell  myself.  You  have  preased  that  upon  B* 
which,  if  it  be  truth,  I  cannot  believe,  aod  yet  coi- 
tinuetolive!"      .  ^    -ii» 

Mordaunt  m  vain  endeavoured  to  mtemipt  tier  iw 
protestationa  of  his  ignorance  how  he  had  oneiidej 
or  grieved  her.  and  otnis  extreme  regret  that  he  wj 
umntentionally  done  either.  She  proceeded,  wbw"* 
voice  trembled  wildly,  with  vehemence.  . .  . 

'^Yea!  you  have  touched  on  that  darit  »«l>»gl 
which  poiaons  the  conadoiisneas  of  my  powcr,;-« 
sole  boon  which  waa 'given  me  in  exchange  fw  lajj* 
cence  and  for  peace  of  mind  I    Your  voice  joma JMJ 

Wi? 

of  the  ignorant,  anpported  by  a^ousand  petty  aQ 
fkes  of  your  own.*— This  is  what  Brenda  Mjr^T^ff 
ia  what  yoa  would  aay ;  and  falser  acandi ' 


of  the  demon  which,  even  while  the  element!  ctj^'f 
me  their  mistress,  whispers  to  me,  *Norna,  tbif* 
but  delusion— your  power  rests  but  in  the  idle  WJ 


ria  sava-Hw 
[atouBbrAl*^ 


M  it  19,  there  arerebelfioiifl  thoughts  in  itM  wfld  brain 
of  mine,"  (touching  her  forehond  with  hdr  finger  as 
the  spoke,)  "  that,  uke  an  insurrection  in  an  invaded 
BOimtry,  ante  to  take  part  against  their  distressed 
ioyereign.— Spore  mermy  son T'  she  continued,  in  a 
voice  of  supplication,  spare  me  !~the  sovereignty  of 
which  your  words  would  deprive  me,  is  no  enviable 
aaltatioa.  Few  would  oovet  to  rule  over  gibbering 
^KMta,  and  howling  winds,  and  raging  currents.  My 
throne  is  a  cloud,  my  sc^tre  a  meteor,  mv  realm  u 
00^  peopled  with  fantasies;  but  I  must  eimer  cease 
to  be,  or  continue  to  be  the  mightiest  as  well  as  the 
m  ISC  miserable  of  beings  !"* 

"^Do  not  speak  thus  moumiiilly,  my  dear  and  un- 
happy beaefactress,'*  said  Mordaunt,  muchafiected ; 
"  I  will  think  of  your  power  whatever  you  would  have 
tte  belieye.  But,  for  your  own  sake,  view  the  matter 
otherwise.  Turn  your  thoughts  from  such  agitating 
and  mystical  studies— from  such  wild  subjects  of  con* 
lemplation.  into  another  and  a  better  channel  Life 
will  again  have  obapns,  and  religion  will  have  com* 
fiiMls^  mr  you." 

She  listened  to  him  with  some  compoeoreu  as  if 
ihe  weighed  his  counsel,  and  desired  to  be  guided  by 
it;  but,  as  he  ended,  she  shook  her  head  and  ex* 
claimed— 

"It  cannot  b&  I  must  remain  the  dreaded— the 
fliTStical — th6Reim«^ennai^-the  controller  of  the  ele- 
ments, or  I  must  be  no  more !  I  have  no  alternative, 
US  middle  station.  My  post  must  be  high  on  yon 
lofty  headland,  where  never  stood  human  foot  save 
iBiBe--or  I  must  sleep  at  the  bottom  of  the  unfathom- 
iMe  ocean,  its  white  olllows  booming  over  my  senso- 
Wn  eorpee.  The  parricide  shall  never  also  be  do- 
MiBoea  as  the  inipoetor !" 

,  **the  perrieide  r  echoed  Mordaunt,  stepping  back 
BhiiTor.  ^ 

"Tea,  my  sonf*  answered  Norna.  with  a  stem 
ewiipusute.even  more  frightful  than  her  former  im- 
Mnositv,'  ^  within  ihese  ntal  walls  my  father  met 
Bs  death  by  my  means.  In  yonder  chamber  was  he 
ftend  a  li  vtd  and  lifeless  corpse.  Beware  of  filial  dis- 
obedience, for  such  are  its  frui^ !" 

So  saying,  she  arose  and  left  the  apartmenti  where 
Mordaant  remained  alone  to  meditate  at  leisure  upon 
the  eztraofdinary  communication  vrhich  he  had  le- 
eeived.  He  himself  had  been  taugh^  bv  his  father  a 
disbeUef  in  the  ordinary  superatitioos  of  .Zetland ;  and 
be  now  saw  that  Noma,  however  ingenious  in  doping 
others,  could  net  altogether  impose  on  herself.  This 
was  a  strong  circumstance  in  tavour  of  her  sanity  of 
mtellect ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  her  imputing  to  her- 
self the  guilt  of  parricide  seemed  so  wild  and  improba- 
ble, as,  m  Bferdaunt's  opinion,  to  throw  much  doubt 
npon  her  other  assertions. 

He  had  leisure  enough  to- make  up  his  mind  on 
niese  particulars,  for  no  one  approached  the  solitarv 
dwelling,  of  which  Noma,  her  dwar^  and  he  himselr, 
were  the  sole  inhabitants.  The  Hoy  island  in  which 
It  stood  is  rude,  bold,  and  lofty,  consisting  entirely  of 

*  llu  clmracier  of  Noma  is  meant  to  Im  an  instuioe  of  that 
•Mtalttr  kind  o(  innnttT,  durinir  whieh  the  patient,  wliile  the 
er  lie  leCiutii  rooch  •ubUety  and  addraes  for  the  power  of  im- 
poeiag  upon  othen.  i«  atill  more  ingenious  in  endeavourinc  to 
mpoee  upon  theoiwlvet.  Indeed,  maniacs  of  this  kind  majbe 
often  obeerred  to  ponseas  a  sort  of  double  character,  in  one  of 
vfcicii  theF  are  ttie  btinf  whAn  Uieir  distempered  imaginatioa 

'lies  out,  aod«in  the  other,  their  own  natural  self,  a«  sean  to 

t  by  other  people.    This  species  of  double ' 


thiree  hflls—orradier  one  huge  momitaia  diyidiid  um 
three  summits,  which  the  chasms,  rents,  and  vallofii^ 
which  descend  from  its  summit  to  the  sesi  while  lis 
crest,  rising  to  great  height,  and  shivered  mto  rodu 
which  seemed  almost  maccesstble,  intercepts  tht 
mists  as  they  drive  from  the  Atlantic,  and,  often  ob» 
soured  from  .the  human  eye,  forms  the  dark  and  m* 
molested  retreat  of  hawks,  eagles,  and  other  hiras  off 

The  'Soil  of  the  island  is  vret,  mossy,  cold,  wad 
nnprodiictive,  presenting  a  sterile  and  diasolats  m^ 
pearanoe,  excepting  where  the  aides,  of  smaU  rivuleii^ 
or  mountain  ravines,  are  fringed  with  dwarf  buahei 
of  birch,  hazel,  and  wild  currant,  some  of  them  m 
tali  as  to  bedeaominated  treesi  in  that  bleak  and  base 
country. 

But  the  view  of  the  sea-beach,  which  was  Hor^ 
daunt's  favourite  walk,  when  his  convalescent  staio 
bemin  to  permit  him  to  take  exercise,  had  charms 
wluch  compensated  the  wild  appearance  of  the  ialfr- 
riof.  A  broad  and  beautiful  sound  or  strait,  divides 
this  lonely  and  inountainoos  idand  from  Pomona,  and 
in  the  centre  of  that  sound  lies,  like  a  tablet  composed 
of  emerakf,  the  beautifiil  and  verdant  little  .island  of 
Oremsay.  On  the  distant  Msinland  is  seen  the  tow« 
or  villageof  Stromness,  th6  ezceHence  of  whosehavjM 
is  generally  evinced  by  a  considerable  number  of  ship- 
ping in  the  roadstead,  and,  from  the  bay  growing 
narrower,  and  lessening  as  it  recedes,  runs  inlsM 
into  Pomona,  where  its  tide  fills  the  fine  sheet  of 
water  called  the  Loch  of  Stenni& 

On  this  beach  Mordaunt  was  wont  to  wander  te 
hooray  with  an  eye  not  insensible  to  the  beautiea  oC 
the  view,  though  his  thoughts  were  agitated  with  the 
most  embarrassing  meditations  on  his  own  silualioii. 
He  was  resolved  to  leave  the  island  as  soon  a*  Che 
esublishment  of  his  health  should  permit  him  to  ir»* 
vel ;  yet  gratitude  to  Noma,  of  whom  he  was  at  hstM 
the  adopted  if  not  the  real  son^  would  not  sJlow  him 
to  depart  without  her  permission,  even  if  ha  eonid 
obtain-  means  of  conveyance,  of  ymkh  he  saw  little 
possibility.  It  was  only  by  importunity  that  he  es* 
lorted  from  his  hostess  a  promise^  that,  if  he  v^oukl 
consent  to  regulate  his  motions  according  to  hsr 
directions,  she  would  herself  convey  him  to  the  capital 
of  the  Orkney  Ishinda,  when  the  approaching  Riiiroi 
Saint  OUa  ahould  take  place  there. 


I  wild  work  with  the  patieni*i  imagination,  and,  Judi- 
onuiy  used,  is  perhaps  a  freqnent  means  of  restorinf  aonif  jr  of 
latsiiect  Bzlerior  circunwtanees  striking  the  senses,  often  nave 
kpowerAil  offiset  in  andermining  or  batteriof  the  airy  oastlea 
Midi  the  disorder  has  excited. 

A  late  medical  gentleman,  my  particnlar  fHend,  told  me  t|ie 
eiasttt  a  lunatic  patient  confined  in  the  Edinburgh  Infbmary. 
Be  was  eo  far  happy  that  his  mental  alienation  was  of  a  gay  aad 
peasant  cJiaracter  givinc  a  kind  of  joyous  explanatioo  to  all 
OMI  came  in  contact  with  him.  He  connidered  the  large  house, 
eervantB,  Ac,  of  the  hospital,  as  all  matters  of  stale 

qoence  belonging  to  his  own  personal  establiehnnent, 

tid  had  DO  doubt  of  his  own  wealth  and  grandeur.  One  thing 
woe  ptirzled  this  man  of  wpalth.  Although  he  was  provided 
Mih  a  first- rate  cook  and  proper  assistants,  although  nia  table 
ith 


•  legnlarlf  supplied  with  ev^ ry  deiicney  of  the  season,  yet 
coafiMseo  to  mr  ft'»nd,  that  by  some  uneommon  di^iravity 
ef  Uie  peiale,  wery  Uiing  which  he  ate  uuted  tifporridst.  This 
IKealiantr.  of  course,  arose  from  the  poor  man  oeingfed  upon 
BoUiing  el4e,  and  because  hia  stomadi  waa  not  so  easily  de- 


CHAPTEa  XXXIV. 
Hark  to  the  insult  loud,  the  bitter  sneer. 
The  fierce  Uireat  answering  a>  Uie  brutal  jeer; 
Oathi  Hj  like  pistol-shots,  and  vengeful  wrorda 
Clash  with  each  other  like  oonflicUng  swords^ 
The  robber's  quarrel  by  such  aounda  ia  shown. 
And  tree  men  have  some  ehaooa  to  gain  their  ova 

When  Cleveland,  borne  off  in  triumph  from  hii 
assailants  in  Kirkwall,  found  himself  once  more  on 
board  the  pirate-vessel,  his  arrival  was  hailed  with 
hearty  cheers  bv  a  considerable  part  of  the  crew, 
who  rushed  to  snake  hands  with  him,  and  offer  tneb 
congratulations  on  his  return;  for  the  situation  of  a 
Buccanier  Captain  raised  him  very  little  above  the 
level  of  the  lowest  of  his  crew,  who,  in  all  social  m- 
tercouree,  claimed  the  privilege  of  being  his  equal 

When  his  faction,  mr  so  these  clamorous  iiiends- 
might  be  termed,  had  expressed  their  own  groetingi^ 
thejr  hurried  Cleveland  forward  to  the  stern,  where 
Grol&,  their  present  commander,  was  seated  on  a  gim. 

*  80  (kTOorable  a  retreat  doM  the  island  of  Hoy  afford  fl>>Mrtb 
of  prey,  that  Instances  of  tlioir  Tavage«,  •»i..^.  seldom  ooear  ia 
other  parta  of  the  country,  are  not  unusual  there.  An  indivi- 
dual  was  living  in  Orkney  not  lonr  since,  whom,  while  a  chilS 
in  its  swaddling  clothes,  an  eagle  actually  transported  to  its 
nest  in  the  hill  of  Hoy.  Happily  tlie  eyry  being  known,  and  tiis 
bird  instantly  pursued,  the  child  was  (bund  uninjured,  ptayiag 
with  the  ynuBg  eaglea  A  story  of  a  more  ludicrous  iranaporta- 
tion  was  told  roe  by  the  reverend  clergyman  who  is  minister  of 
the  island.  Hearing  one  day  a  strange  gruntinc.  he  suspecto** 
his  servants  had  permitted  a  sow  and  pigs,  which  were  tenants 
of  h is  ftirm-yard,  to  gel  among  his  barley  crop  Having  in  vaia 
looked  for  ttie  trensgresaoia  npon  solid  earth,  he  at  lengUi  cast 
his  eyes  upward,  when  he  discovered  one*  of  the  litter  lu  thS 
talons  of  a  large  eagle,  which  was  soaring  away  with  the  unfor* 
tunnte  pig  (sqooukine  all  Uie  while  with  terror)  lowaida  har 
nest  in  Uie  oreat  of  Hoy. 

all* 
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nkiff  in  a  nllfln  and  disoontanted  mood  to  the 

■hoat  which  announced  Cleveland'!  welcome.  He 
was  a  man  betwixt  forty  and  filly,  rather  under  the 
middle  aize,  but  89  very  strongly  made,  that  his  crew 
used  to  conniarB  him  to  a  sixty-four  cut  down.  Black- 
haiied,  bull-necked,  and  beetle-browed,  his  clumsy 
■CieniKth  end  £erooioos  countenance  contrasted  strong- 
ly with  the  manly  figure  and  open  countentfnce  of 
Cleveland,  in  which  even  the  practice  of  his  atrocious 
profession  had  not  been  able  to  eradicate  a  natural 
grace  of  motion  and  generosity  of  expression.  The 
two  piradcal  Csptains  looked  upon  each  other  for 
■ome  time  in  alence,  while  the  partisans  of  each 
gathered  around  him.  The  elder  part  of  the  crew 
were  the  principal  adherents  of  Gofie,  while  the  youna 
IIbUows,  amonK  whom  Jack  Bunce  was  a  principal 
iaader^and  agitator,  were  in  general  attached  to 
Cleveland. 

At  length  Gofie  broke  silence.^"  You  arc  welcome 
aboard,  Captain  Cleveland.— Smash  my  tafTrail !  I 
■oppose  you  think  youTKlf  commodore  yet !  but  that 
was  over,  by  Gh-,  when  you  lost  y6ur  ship,  and  be 
dr^r*  ,    '     .      ,      . 

And  here,  once  for  all,  we  may  tske  notice  that  it 
was  thte  gracious  custom  of  this  commander  to  inix 
his  words  and  oaths  in  neariy  equal  proportions^  which 
he  was  wont  to  call  thoUing  nis  discourse.  As  we 
delight  not,  however,  in  the  discharge  of  such  artillery, 

we  shall  only  indicate  by  a  space  like  this the 

places  in  which  these  expletives  occurred;  and  thus, 
if  the  reader  will  pardon  a  very  poor  pun,  we  will 
fednoe  Captain  Goiie's  volley  of  snarp-shot  into  an 
explosion  uf  blank  cartiidfles.  To  his  insinuations 
tharhe  was  oome  on  boanfto  assume  the  chief  coro- 
mandL  Cleveland  replied,  that  he  neither  desired,  nor 
woukl  accept,  any  such  promotion,  but  would  only 
ask  Capuin  Gofie  for  a  cast  of  the  boat,  to  put  him 
aahorB  m  one  of  the  ether  islands,  as  he  had  no  vrish 
to  command  Gofie,  or  to  remain  in  a  vessel  under  his 
ordos. 

'*And  why  not  under  my  orders,  brother?"  de- 
manded Gone,  very  austerely;  " —are  you  too 

good  a  man,— with  your  cheese-toaster  and 

njib  there, to  serve  under  my  orders,  and  be 
to  you,  where  there  are  so  many  gentlemen  that 
•le  eUer  and  better  seamen  than  yourself?" . 

"I  wonder  which  of  these  capital  seamen  it  was," 
■aki  Cleveland  cooly,  '*that  laid  the  ship  under  the  fire 
of  yon  six-gun  batteryi  that  could  blow  her  out  of  the 
water,  if  they  had  a  mmd,  before  you  could  either  cut 
or  dip  7  Elder  and  better^ailors,  than  I  may  like  to 
serve  under  such  a  lubber,  but  I  beg  to  be  excused  for 
my  own  share,  Captain,— that's  ail  1  have  got  to 
tell  you." 

"  By  G— ,  I  think  yon  are  both  mad  1"  said  Haw- 
kins the  boatswain— ** a  meeting  with  sword  and 
pistol  may  be  devilish  good  fun  in  its  way,  when  no 
better  is  to  be  had;  but  who  the  devil  that  had  com- 
mon sense,  amongst  a  set  of  j$entlemen  in  our  con- 
dition, would  fall  a. quarrelling  with  each  other  to 
let  these  duck-winged,  web-footed  islanders  have  a 
diance  of  knocking  us  all  upon  the  head  ?" 

*'Well  said,  old  Hawkins!"  observed  Derrick  the 
onarter-m aster,  who  was  an  officer  of  very  considera- 
ble importance  among  these  rovers;  "I  say,  if  the 
two  captains  won't  agree  to  live  together  quietly,  and 
ehib  both  heart  and  head  to  defend  the  vessel,  why, 
'<— n  me,  depose  them  both,  say  I,  and  choose  another 
m  their  stead.**' 

"Meaning  yoursell'I  suppose,  Master  Quarter- 
Master!"  said  Jack  Bunce;  "but  that  cock  won't 
iBght.  He  the'  '•  to  command  gentlemen,  should  be 
«  gentleman  himself,  I  think;  and  I  give  my  voie  for 
Captain  Cleveland,  as  epirited  and  as  gentleman- 
like a  roan  as  ever  dafied  the  world  aside,  and  bid  it 
liasst" 

"What !  yott  call  voorself  a  gentleman,  I  warrant !" 
ictorted  Derrick;  *why,  - —  your  eyes!  a  tailor 
would  make  a  better  out  of  the  worst  suit  of  rags  in 
your  strolling  wardrobe  1— It  is  a  shame  for  men  of 
■pint  to  have  Roch  a  Jack-a-dandy  scarecrow  on 
Board!" 

Jack  Bunce  was  so  incensed  at  these  base  com- 
«ftMgoiu  tha/  without  more  ado,  he  laid  his  hand 


on  his  swoid.  The  oaipenter,  however,  and  boa^ 
swain  intei&red, .  the  former  brandishing  his  broad 
axe,  and  swearing  he  would  put  the  skuU  of  the  fiist 
who  shpald  strike  a  blow  past  clouting  and  the  lat- 
ter reminding  them,  that,  by  their  artides,  aU  quar- 
relling, striking,  or  more  especially  fighting,  on  boari 
was  strictly  prohibit*^ ;  and  that,  if  any  gentlemto 
had  a  quarrel  to  settle,  they  were  to  go  ashore^  aid 
decide  it  with  cutlass  and  pistol  in  presence  of  two  o( 
their  messmates. 

"I  have  no  quarrel  with  any  on^ f  nU 

Gofie,  sullenly;  "Captain  Cleveland  has  wandered 
about  among  the  islands  here,  amusing  bioiidl( 

: — !  and  we  have  wasted  our  limti  and  properhr 

in  waiting  for  him,  when  we  might  have  betm  adfr> 
ing  twenty  or  thirty  thousand  dollars  to  the  atodk* 
purse.  However,  it  it  pleases  the  rest  of  the  gentle- 
men adventurers, !  why,  I  shall  not  gnuaUi 

about  it" 

"  I  propose,"  said  the  boatswain,  "  that  there  ihoaU 
be  a  general  council  called  in  the  great  cabin  accoid* 
ing  to  our  articles,  that  we  may  d>n8ider  what  oosm 
we  are  to  hold  in  this  matter." 
•  A  general  assent  followed  the  boafswab's  propo- 
sal ;  for  every  one  found  his  own  account  in  iMl 
general  councila  in  which  each  of  the  rovers  bait 
free  vote.  By  far  the  greater  part  of  the  crew  oak 
valued  this  franchise,  as  it  allow^  them,  upon  sm 
solemn  occasions  an  ^unlimited  quantity  of  liqiKf* 
a  right  which  they  failed  not  to  exercise  to  the  uikf* 
roost,  by  way  of  atdbg  their  deliberations,  fiut  a 
few  amongst  the  adventurers,  who  united  some  d^ 
gree  of  judgment  with  the  daring  and  profligatt 
character  01  their  profession^  were  wont,  at  such  pe* 
riods,  to  limit  themselves  within  the  bounds  of  eon- 
parative  sobriety,  and  by  these,  under  the  SMMrest 
form  of  a  vote  of  the  general  council,  all  thioga  ol 
moment  relating  to  the  voyage  and  undertaking!  of 
the  pirates  wo-e  in  fact  detennuied.  The  rest  of  .ibi 
crew,  wlien  they  recovered  from  their  intozicatioa 
were  easily  persuaded  that  the  resolution  adopted  bad 
been  the  legitimate  efibrt  of  the  combined  wudomtpf 
the  whole  seoata 

Upon  the  present  occasbn  the  debauch  had  pro- 
ceeded until  the  greater  part  of  the  crew  wen^  m 
usual,  displaying  inebriation  in  all  its  roost  bnital  and 
disgraceful  shapes— swearing  empty  and  umneanog 
oaths— venting  the  most  horrid  ^imprecations  iauc 
mere  gayety  of  their  heart— singing  songs,  the  libakirT 
of  which  wasonly  caualicd  by  tneir  prouncness;  aso, 
from  the  middle  of  this  earthly  bell,  the  two  capiaioit 
together  with  one  or  two  their  principal  adbtrenta,  ai 
also  the  carpenter  and  boatswain,  who  always  loui 
lead  on  such  occasions,  had  drawn  together  a-to  t 
pandemonium,  or  privy. council  of  their  own,  tocoa* 
aider  what  was  to  be  done;  for,  as  the  boatsaaia 
metaphorically  observed,  they  were  in  a  narrow  cbaa- 
nel.  and  behoved  to  keep  sounding  the  tide- Hay. 

When  they  b^n  their  consultations,  thefrk-Maol 
Gofie,  remarkf^cL  to  their  great  displeasure,  that iM 
had  not  observed  the  wholesome  rule  to  Hoicb  «« 
have  just  alluded ;  but  that,  in  endeavouring  to  drova 
his  mortification  at  the  sudden  appearance  of  Ck^'e* 
land,  and  the  leception  he  met  with  from  the  crpw. 
the  elder  Captain  had  not  been  able  (o  do  so  wiihout 
overfiowiiig  bis  reason  ut  the  same  linic.  His  naium 
sullen  taciturnity  had  prevented  this  from  bein^ ob- 
served until  the  council  began  its  deliberauons, 
when  itprovedimpossibletohideit. 

The  first  person  who  spoke  was  Clevdaod,  wha 
said,  that  so  far  from  wishing  the  command  of  w 
vessel,  he  desired  no  favour  at  any  one's  h^nd.eic^t 
to  land  him  upon  some  island  or  holm  at  a  disiaoc* 
from  Kirkwall,  and  leave  him  to  shift  for  himwii- 

The  boatswain  remonsirated  strongly  against  tbit 
resolution.  "The  lads,"  hs  said/'aO  knew  Cleve- 
land, and  could  trust  his  seamanship,  as  well  .as  btf 
courage ;  besides,  he  never  let  the  grog  get  quite  btj 
permost,  and  was  always  in  proper  trim,  cither  losail 
the  ship  or  to  fight  the  ship  whereby  she  waa  never 
without  some  one  to  keep  'her  course  when  he  waaoa 
bosrd.— And  as  for  the  noble  Captain  Gofie"  con- 
tinued the  mediator,  "he  is  as  stout  a  beari  as  ever 
broke  biscuit,  and  that  I  will  uphold  him  i  buiUuA 
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vhenhebaghiigrogabouid^I  apeak  to  hia  fkoe— 

h*  J8  00  d— d  Amny  with  hi»  cranks  and  his  jests, 
dni  there  is  no  living  with  him.  Yoa  sll  remaraber 
bownish  he  hsd  nui  the  ship  on  tnat  cursed  Hoise  of 
O^pinsna  as  they  call  it,  just  by  way  of  froUc;  and 
tbea  you  know  now  he  fired  on  his  pistol  under  the 
tables  when  we  were  at  the  vreat  oouncii,  and  shot 
Jack  Jenkins  in  the  knea  ana  cost  the  poor  devil  hia 
kft  with  bis  pleasantry. ''* 

^  Jack  Jenkins  was  not  a  chip  the  worse,"  said  the 
eacpenter s  '*  I  took  (he  le^  ofi'with  my  aaw  as  well  as 
uy  iobloUy-boy  in  the  land  could  have  done— heated 

Of  broad  axsi  and  seared  the  stump— a v,  by   ! 

ud  made  a  jury-ieg  that  he  shambles  about  with  as 
well  as  ever  tie  did— lor  Jack  could  never  cut  a  iea- 
ib«r."t 

"Tou  are  a  clever  fellow,  carpenter/*  replied  the 
boatswain,  **  a  d— d  clever  fellow !  but  I  had  rather 
pa  tried  your  aaw  and  red-hot  aze  upon  the  ship's 
jtoee-timbers  than  on  midb,  sink  me!— But  that  h^re 
M  not  the  case— The  question  is,  if  we  shall  part  with 
Cij^n  Cleveland  here,  who  is  a  man  of  thought  and 
ictiOD,  whereby  it  is  my  belief  it  would  be  heaving  the 
pilot  overboard  wheu  the  giale  is  blowing  on  a  lee« 
•iMi&  And,  I  must  say,  it  is  not  the  part  of  a  true 
bean  to  leave  hia  matee»  who  have  been  here  waiting 
fer  him  tiU  they  have  missed  stays.  Our  water  is  well 
^f{h  oat,  and  we  have  junketed  till  provisions  are  k)  w 
vitb  OS.  We  cannotaail  without  provisions— we  can- 
>ot  set  pro  visions  without  the  good- will  of  the  Kirk- 
viufolks.  )f  we  remain  hers  loipger,  the  Halcyon 
ftiate  will  be  down  upon  us— ehe  was  seen  ofTPeter- 
Mid  two  days  since,— and  we  shall  hang  tq>  at  the 
Vf^mn  to  be  sun-dried.  Now,  Captain  Cleveland 
^|et  us  out  of  the  hobbl&  if  any  can.  Ho  can  play 
ppitleman  with  these  Kirkwall  folks,  and  knows 
wvto  deal  with  them  on  fair  terms,  and  fout  too,  if 
tttwbe  occasion  for  iu" 

And  80  yoa  would  turn  honest  Captain  Gone  a- 
(nang,  wouki  ye?"  said  an  old  weatherbeaten  pirate, 
vnohad  but  one  eye ;  "  what  though  he  has  his  hu- 
Riours,  ^nd  made  my  eye  dowse  the  glim  in  his  fancies 
aodfrohca,  he  is  as  honeat  a  man  as  ever  walked  a 
fovter-deck,  for  all  that ;  and  d— n  me  but  I  stand  by 
himw  long  as  t'other  lantern  is  lit !" 
.  Why,  you  would  not  hear  me  out,"  said  Haw- 
iOM;"  a  man  might -as  well  talk  to  so  many  negersi 
•^l  teli  you,  1  propose  that  Cleveland  shall  only  be 
Wtain  from  one,  po9t  meridUm,  to  five  a.  m.,  during 
WMchtimeaoife  is  always  drunk." 

The  Captain  of  whom  he  last  spoke  gave  sufficient 
proof  of  the  truth  of  his  words,  by  uttering  an  inarti- 
culate RTowK  and  attempting  to  present  a  pistol  at  the 
nedator  Hawkins. 

Why,  look  ye  now !"  said  Derrick.  ''  there  is  all 
ihe  seiMe  he  ha&  to  gel  drunk  on  council-day,  like  one 
«i  these  poor  silly  fellows  V 

Ay."  said  Bunoe,  "  drunk  as  Davy's  sow,  m  the 
««  or  the  field,  the  fray,  and  the  senate !" 

Bat,  nevertheless,"  continued  Derrick,  "  it  will 
nwer  do  to  have  two  captains  in  the  same  day.  1 
«ui*  week  about  might  suit  better— and  let  Cleve- 
»M  take  the  first  turn." 

TWe  are  as  good  here  as  any  of  them,"  said 
ntwkins;  "howsomdever,  I  object  nothing  to  Cap- 
tufl Cleveland,  and  I'think  he  may  help  us  into  deep 
wjter  as  well  as  another." 

Ay,"  exclaimed  Bunce,**  and  a  better  figure  he  will 
we  at  bringing  these  Kirkwallers  to  order  than  his 
•*«  predecessor!— So  Captain  Cleveland  for  ever  I" 
^top,  gentlemen,"  said  Cleveland,  who  had  hi- 
«vto  been  silent;  "I  hope  you  wUl  not  choose  me 
^tain  without  ray  own  consent  7" 
B  M,  by  the  blue  vault  of  heaven  will  we,"  saki 
■w^e.  "  If  it  be  pro  bomo  publico  r 

But  hear  me,  at  least,"  said  Clevelan*}— "  I  do 
wiaent  to^take  command  of  tlie  vessel,  since  yoiL 

JJhtf  wu  fMlljr  an  explvit  of  th«  Miebraiad  Awry  the 
gr*'  f  no  raddcnij.  and  wiclHiot  provocation,  ftrod  hii  pittoli 
y^,"w  tabl«  wlMra  he  wtl  driakluf  with  hia  nMnmatv, 
9">f«i  WM  maa  seTereIr,  aod  UMUf  lit  the  matter  a  good  jest 
.jy.''  'till  more  extrtcNPdinary,  his  crew  icfarded  it  in  the 

yM>hipMiaff  fiwt  throofh  the  tea  itaaid  to  sut'a  feather, 
"^^tolhaniilrfa  whioli  1110  laiowa  oflTftoa  her  bawl. 


wish  it,  and  becanae  I  aee  you  wOl  in  gat  out  of  the 

scrape  without  me." 

"Why,  then,  I  aay,  Cleveland  for  ever,  againr 
shouted  Bunoe. 

"  Be  quiet,  prithee,  dear  Bunce  Ir-honest  Altamont!** 
said  Cleveland.— "I  undertake  tjie  business  on  thia 
condition ;  that  when  1  have  got  the  ship  cleared  for 
her  voyage,  with  provisions,  and  so  forth,  you  will  be 
content  to  restore  Captain  Gofie  to  the  command,  as 
I  said  before,  and  put  me  ashore  somewhere;  to  shift 
for  myself— YOU  wiU  then  be  sure  it  is  impossible  I  can 
betray  you,  aioce  I  will  remain  with  you  to  the  last 
momenu" 

"Ay,  and  after  the  last  moment,  tdo,  by  the  blue 
vault  2  or  I  misuke  the  matter,"  mutterod  Bunce  to 


The  matter  liras  now  put  to  the  vote ;  and  so  con- 
fident were  the  crew  in  Cleveland's  superiot  address 
and  management,  that  the  temporary  d^tosition  of 
Gofie  found  little  resistance  even  among  his  own  par- 
tisans, whoroasonably  enough  observcdi  "he  nught 
at  least  have  kept  sober  to  look  after  his  own  busi- 
ness—E'en let  him  put  it  to  rights  again  himself  next 
morning  if  he  will" 

But  when  the  next  morning  came,  the  drunken  part 
of  the  crew,  being  informed  of  the  issue  of  the  delibe- 
rations of  the  council,  to  which  they  were  virtually 
held  to  have  assented,  showed  such  a  superior  sense 
of  Cleveland's  meritck  that  Gofl'e,  sidky  and  roalecon- 
tent  OS  he  was,  judged  it  wisest  for  the  present  to  sup- 
press his  feelings  of  resentment,  until  a  safer  opportu- 
nity for  sufibring  them  to  explode,  and  to  submit  to 
the  degradation  which  so  frequently  took  place  amoiig 
9  piratical  crew.   ,  * 

Cleveland,  on  his  part,  resolvod  to  tal^e  upon  him, 
with  spuit  and  without  loss  of  time,  the  task  of  ex- 
tricating his  ship's  company  from  their  perilous  situ- 
ation. F^r  this  purpose,  he  ordered  the  boot,  with 
the  purpose  of  going  ashore  in  person,  carrying  with 
him  twelve  of  the  stoutest  and  best  men  of  the  crew, 
all  very  handsomely  appointed^  (for  the  success  of 
their  nefarious  profession  had  enabled  the  pfretes  to 
assume  nearly  os  gay  dresses  as  their  officers,)  and 
above  all,  each  man  being  sufficiently  armed  with 
cutlass  and  pistols,  and  several  having  pole-axes  aod 
poniards;     .  ^ 

Cleveland  himself  was  gallantly  attired  in  ai  blue 
coat,  lined  with  crimson  silk,  and  laced  with  gold 
very  richly,  crimson  damask  waistcoat  and  breecnea, 
a  velvet  cap,  richly  embroidered,  ¥4th  a  white  fea- 
ther, white  silk  stockings,  and  red-heeled  shoes, 
which  were  the  extremity  of  ^nery  among  the  gal- 
lants of  the  day.  He  had  a  gold  chain  several  times 
folded  round  his  neck,  which  sustained  a  whistle  of 
the  same  metal,  the  ensign  of  his  authority.  Above 
all,  he  wore  a  decoration  peculiar  to  those  daring 
depredotors,  who,  besides  one,  or  perhaps  two  brace 
of  pistols  at  their  belt,  had  usually  two  additional 
brace,  of  the  finest  mounting^  and  workmnnship,  sus- 
pends over  their  shoulders  in  a  sort  of  sling  or  scarf 
of  crimson  ribbon.  The  hill  and  mounting  of  the 
Captain's  sword  corresponded  in  value  to  the  rest  ot 
his  appointments,  and  his  natural  good  mien  was  so 
well  adapted  to  the  whole' equipment,  that,  when  ha 
appeared  on  deck,  he  was  received  with  a  general 
shout  by  the  crew,  who.  as  in  other  popular  societies, 
judged  a  great  deal  hx  the  eye. 

Cleveland  took  with  him  in  the  boat,  amongst 
othersj  his  predecessor  in  office,  Goflei  who  was  also 
very  nchly  dressed,  but  who,  not  having  the  advan- 
tage of  such  an  exterior  as  Cleveland's,  looked  !ik« 
a  boorish  clown  in  the  dress  of  a  coilrtier,  or  rathei 
like  a  vidgar-faced  footpad  decked  in  the  spoils  oi 
sume  one  whom  he  has  murdered,  and  whose  claim 
to'  the  property  of  hiscKirmonts  is  rendered  doubtful 
in  the  eyes  of  all  who  look  upon  him,  by  the  mixture 
Off  awkwardness,  remorse^  cruelty,  and  insolence, 
which  clouds  his  countenance.  Cleveland  probably 
chose  to  take  Goffe  oshore  with  him,  to  prevent  his 
having  any  opportunity,  during  his  absence,,  to  ae* 
bauch  the  crew  from  their  allegiance.  .In  this  guise 
they  left  the  ship,  and,  singing  to  their  oais,  while  ' 
the  water  fonmed  higher  at  the  chorus,  soon  cached 
the  quay  of  Kirkwall 
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Hie  eolntnand  of  the  tneeeel  wee  in  the  mean  time 
intrusted  to  Bunce,  upon  whose  allegience  Cleveland 
knew  that  he  might  perfectly  depend,  and,  in  a  pri- 
Yaie  conversation  with  him  of  some  length,  he  gave 
hini  directions  how  to  act  in  such  emergencies  as 

These  amngements  being  made,  and  Bunoe  halving 
been  repeatedly  charged  to  stand  upon  his  guard  alike 

r'nst  the  ndherents  of  Gofie  anp  any  attempt  from 
shor&the  boat  put  off.  As  she  approached  the 
haihour,  Cleveland  displayed  a  white  nag,  and  could 
observe  that  their  appearance  seemed  -to  occasion  a 
good  deal  of  tMistle  and  alarm.  People  were  seen 
running  to  and  iro,  and  some  of  them  appeared  to  be 
getting  under  arms.  The  battery  was  manned  has- 
tily, and  the  English  colours  displayed.  These  were 
flJarming  symptoms,  the  rather  that  Cleveland  knew, 
that,  though  there  were  no  artillenrmen  in  Kirkwall, 
yet  there  were  many  sailors*  perfectly  competent  to 
the  management  of  great  guns,  and  willing  eiMugh 
to  undertake  such  service  in  case  of  need. 

Noting  these  hostile  preparations  with  a  heedful 
eye,  but  suHering  nothing  like  doubt  or  aniqetv  to 
appear  on  his  countenance,  Cleveland  ran  the  boat 
nght  for  the  quay,  on  which  several  people,  armed 
with  mufikets,  rincs,  and  fowling-pieces,  and  others 
with  half-pikes  and  whalin^-knives,  were  now  as- 
sembled, as  if  to  oppose  his  landing.  Apparently, 
however,  they  had  not  positively  determined  what 
measures  they  were  to  pursue ;  for,  when  the  boat 
reached  the  ouay,  those  immediately  opposite  bore 
back,  and  suffered  Cleveland  and  his  party  to  lieap' 
asl^re  without  hinderance.  They  immediately  drew 
up  on  the  quay,  except  two^  who,  as  thei'  Captain 
had  oommanded,  remained  m  the  boat,  which  they 
put  off  to  a  little  distance ;  a  manceuyre  which,  while 
U  placed  the  boat  (the  only  one  belonging  tp  the  sloop) 
out  of  danger  of  being  seized,  indicated  a  sort  of  care- 
less confidence  in  Cleveland  and  his  party,  which  was 
calculated  to  intimid{ite  their  opponents. 

The  Khrkwallers,  however,  snowed  the  old  North- 
ern blood,  put  a  manly'  face  ujxm  the  matter,  and 
stood  upon  the  quay,  with  their  arms  shouldered, 
directly  opposite  to  the  rovers,  and  blocking  up 
against  (hem  the  street  which  leads  to  the  town. 
«  Cleveland  was  the  first  who  spoke,  as  the  parties 
stood  thus  looking  upon.each  other.— **  How  is  this, 
gentlemen  burghers?"  he  said;  '*are  you  Orkney 
folks  turned  tiignlandmen,  tliat  yoii  are  all  under 
arms  so  e^^rly  this  morning;  or  have  yoti  manned  the 
quay  to  give  me  the  honour  of  a  salute,  upon  taking 
the  command  of  my  ship  1" 

The  burghers  looked  on  each  other,  and  one  of 
them  replied  to  Cleveland— "We  do  not  know  who 
you  are ;  it  was  that  other  man,"  pointing  to  Gofie, 

who  used  to  come  ashore  as  Captain." 

"That  other  gen;lemnn  is  my  mate:  and  commands 
in  my  absence,  said  Cleveland;— ** but  what  is  that 
to  the  purpose*?"  I  wish  to  speak  with  your  Lord 
Mayor,  or  whatever  you  call  him." 

"The  Provost  is  silting  in  council  with  the  Magis- 
trates," answered  the  spokesman. 

*  So  much.th(p  better,"  replied  Cleveland.— "  Where 
do  their  Woiihips  meet  7" 
^  "  In  the  Council-house,"  answered  the  other. 

"Then  make  way  for  us,  gentlemen,  if  you  please, 
for  my  people  and  I  are  gomg  there." 

There  was  a  whisper  among  the  townspeople;  but 
■everal  were  unresolved  upon  engaging  in  a  despe- 
rate, and  perhaps  an  unnecessary  conflict,  M'ith  des- 
perate men ;  ajid  the  more  determined  citizens  formed 
the  hasty  reflection  that  the  stran^rs  might  be  more 
easily  mast«!red  in  the  house,  or  pernaos  in  the  narrow 
streets  ^nich  they  had  to  traverse,  than  when  they 
stood  OTawn  up  and  p^epaHd  for  battle  upon  the 
quay.  They  suffered  them,  therefore,  to'  proceed  im- 
inoiested;  and  Cleveland,  moving  very  sfowly,  keep- 
ing 'his  people  dose  together,  suffering  no  one  to 
iM-ess  upon  the  flanks  of  his  little  detachment,  and 
making  four  men,  who  constituted  his  rear-guard, 
turn  round  and  face  to  the  rear  from  time  to  lime, 
rendered  it,  by  his  caution,  a  very  dangerous  task  to 
make  any  attempt  upon  ihem. 

In  this  maooer  ihev  ascended  the  narrow  street,  and 


reached  the  Coiiiicil-h<Kf^  iwliers  the  Hagi^lrafM 
were  actually  sitting,  as  the  citixen  had  mfonned 
Cleveland.  Here  the  inhabitanta  began  to  prem  for- 
ward, with  the  purpose  of  mingling  with  the  pirato^ 
aAd  availing  themselves  of  the  crowd  in  the  nanvw 
entrance,  to  secure  as  many  as  they  could,  wiihont 
allowing  them  room  for  the  free  use  of  their  weapoaa. 
But  this  also  had  Cleveland  foreseen,  and,  ere  enteiiiig 
the  council-room,  he  caused  the  entrance  to  be  eleaNd 
and  secured;  commanding  four  of  his  men  to  £ice 
down  the  street,  and  as  many  to  confront  the  crowd 
who  were  thrusting  each  other  from  above.  Th« 
burghers  recoiled  back  from  the  ferocious,  swarthy. 
and  sunburnt  countenances,  as  weU  as  the  leveHea 
arms  of  these  desperadoes,  and  Cleveland,  with  the 
rest  of  his  party,  entered  the  council-;t>om,  where  An 
Magistrates  were  sitting  in  council,  with  very  little 
attendance.  These  ^ntlemen  were  thus  sepamted 
effectually  from  the  cttizena,  who  looked  to  them  for 
orders,  and  were  perhaps  more  completely  al  the 
mercy  of  Cleveland,  than  he,  with  his  little  hand/Unf 
men,  could  be  said,  to  be  tft  that  of  the  multitnde  bf 
whom  they  were  surrounded. 

The  Magisttates  seemed  sensible  of  their  dan^v; 

for  they  looked  upon  each  other  in  some  conf< 

when  Cleveland  fmis  addressed  them : — 

"  Oood  morrow,  gentlemen,— I  hope  there  10 1 
kindness  betwixt  ,us.    I  am  come  to  talk  with  , .  _ 
about  getting  supplies  for  my  ship  yonder  m  the  loai- 
stcad— we  cannot  sail  without  them." 

**  Your  ship,  sir  7"  said  the  Provoet,  who  was  •  man 
of  sense  ana  spirit,— "how do  w«  know  that  yon  mb 
her  Captain  f* 

"Look  at  me,"  sakl  Clevelandj  "and  yon  w3l,  ] 
think,  scarce  ask  the  question  tgam." 

The  Magistrate  looked  at  hrm,  and  aoeordhij$ly^ 
not  think  proper  to  pursoe  that  part  of  the  inquur,  bm 
proceeded  to  say— "And  if  you  are  her  Captain,  whonoe 
comes  she.  ana  where  is  she  bound  fori  You  look 
too  muqh  like  a  man-of-war's  man  to  be  master  of  » 
trader,  find  we  know  that  you  do  not  belong  to  tke 
British  navy." 

"  There  are  more  men-of-war  on  the  sea  than  sal 
under  the  British  flag,"  replied  Cleveland ;  "  bnt  mf 
that  I  were  commander  of  a  free-trader  here,  williiig 
to  exchange  tobacco,  brandy,  gin,  and  sach  likc^  for 
cured  fish  and  hides,  why,  I  do  not  think  I  deserts  m 
very  bad  usage  from  the  merchants  of  KitkwaU  as  to 
deny  me  provisions  for  my  money  T' 

"Look  you,  Captain,"  said  the  Town-clerli,  "it  « 
not  that  we  are  so  very  straight-laced  neither— fsr, 
when  gentlemen  of  your  cloth  come  this  way,  it  is  as 
wcel,  as  I  tauld  the  Provost,  just  to  do  as  the  ooffier 
did  when  he  met  the  devil,— and  that  isL  to  have  aa^ 
thing  to  say  to  them,  if  they  have  naething  to  say  10 
us ;— and  there  is  the  gentleman,"  pointing  to  (SoAis. 
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may  be  Captain 


"that  was  Captain  before  you,  and  

afier  you,"— ('*The  cuckold  speaks  traih  in  that." 
muttered  Goffe,)^"  he  knows  well  how  faandsonKlsr 
we  entertained  him,  till  he  and  bis  men  took  «pon 
them  to  ran  through  the  town  like  helhcat  devilsL— 
I  see  one  of  th<  m  there  l-^lhat  was  the  very  fieilow 
that  stopped  my  servant-wench  on  the  street,  as  she 
carried  the  lantern  home  before  me,  and  insulted  hei 
before  my  face !" 

"  If  it  please  your  noble  Mayorahip's  hoiK>ur  and 
gloiy,"  said  Derrick,  the  fellow  at  whom  the  Town- 
clerk  pointed,  "it  was  not  I  that  broaeht-to  the  bit  oi 
a  tender  that  carried  the  lantern  in  the  poop— it  w» 
quite  a  different  sort  of  a  person." 

"  Who  was  it,  then,  sir  7"  said  the  Provost. 

"Why.  please  your  majesty's  worshin,"  8a»d  Dcr 
rick,  making  several  sea  bows,  and  descriUns  as 
nearly  as  he  coald,  the  exterior  of  the  worthy  Hsgis- 
trate  himself,  "  he  was  an  elderly  gentleman,— Dulsli 
built,  round  in  the  stem,  with  a  white  wig  and  a  red 


tern  t'other  iiight,  was  very  like  his  worehip  7" 
"  By  Q— .  TDm  Derrick,"  answered  the  party  np. 

pealed  to^    I  believe  it  is  the  very  man  f  * 
"This  IS  insolence  which  we  ean  make  rou  repent  ^ 

o^  gentlemen !"  said  «he  Magistrate,  justly  initniod 
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•C  thdr  efllroDtenr;  **  you  Itave  behaved  in  this  town, 
as  if  yon  were'  in  an  Indian  village  at  Madagascar. 
Vov  yourself!  Captain,  if  captain  you  be,  "were  at  the 
bead  of  another  hot,  no  long;er  since  than  yesterday. 
We  will  give  you  no  provisions  tiH  we  know  better 
whom  we  are  supplvink-  And  do  not  think  to  bully 
as;  when  I  shake  this  handkerchief  out  at  the  win- 
dow, which  is  at  my  elbow,  your  ship  goes  to  the 
bsHnni.  Remember  she  lies  under  the  guns  of  our 
battery.^ 

**  And  how  many  of  these  guns  are  honeycombed, 
Kr.  Mayor  T'  said  Cleveland.  ,He  put  the  question 
by  chance;  but  instantly  perceived,  from  a  sort  of 
eoofusion  which  the  Provost  in  vain  endeavoured  to 
hiie,  that  the  artillery  of  Kirkwall  was  not  in  the  best 
order.    "  Come,  come,  Mr.  Mavor,"  he  said, "  bullying 
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nue  on  shore  as  a  hostage,  on  the  one  side,  pravided 
you  will  give  me  your  word  not  to  betray  me,  and 
send  some  magistrate,  ^r  person  of  consequencSi 
aboard  the  sloop,  where  his  safety  will  be  a  guarantee 
for  mine." 

The  Provost  shook  his  head,  and  intimated  it 
would  be  difficult  to  find  a  person  willing  to  place 
himself  as  hostage  in  such  a  perilous  condition ;  but 
said  he  would  propose  the  arrangement  to  such  of  the 
council  as  were  fit  to  be  trusted  with  a  matter 'Ofauch 
weight.  V 
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win  go  down  with  us  as  little  as  with  you.  Your 
guns  yonder  will  do  more  harm  to' the  poor  old  sailors 
who  are  fo  work  them  than  to  our  sloop ;  and  if  we 
biing  a  broadside  to  bear  on  the  town,  why,  your 
wives'  crockery  will  be  in  some  danger.  And  then  to 
talk  to  us  of  seamen  being  a  little  frolicsome  ashore, 
why,  when  are  they  otherwise  1  You  have  the  Green- 
land whalers  playing  the  devil  among  you  every  now 
and  then;  and  the  very  Dutchmen  cut  capers  m  the 
BQsets  of  Kirkwall,  like  porpoises  before  a  gale  o/ 
wind.  I  am  told  you  are  a  man  of  sense,  and  I  am 
■ire  jrou  and  I  could  settle  this  matter  in  the  course 
of  anve  minute's  palaver." 

"Well,  air,"  said  the  Provost,  "I  will  hear  what 
yea  have  to  say,  if  yon  will  walk  this  way." 

dereland  accordinglv  followed  him  into  a  smaQ 
apartment,  and,  when  there,  addressed  the 
thus :  "I  will  lay  aside  my  pistols,  sir,  if  you 
of  them." 
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**  D-n  your  pistols !"  answered  the  Provost,  "  I 
haveaervea  the  King,  and  fear  the  smell  of  powder  as 
Ailie  as  you  do !" 

**8o  much  the  better,"  said  Cleveland,  "for  you 
wffl  hear  me  the  more  coolly.— Now,  Sir,  let  us  be 
what  perhaps  you  suspect  us,  or  let  us  be  any  thing 
ebe^  what,  m  the  name  of  Heaven,  can  vou  get  by 
keeping  us  here,  but  blows  and  oloodsnedf  For 
wht^  believe  me,  we  are  much  better  provided  than 
yOD  can  pretend  to  be.  The  point  is  a  plain  one— you 
are  desirous  to  be  rid  of  us— we  arc  desirous  to  be 
tie.  Let  us  have  the  means  of  departure,  and  we 
ive  you  tnstantlv." 

'Look  ye,  Captain^'  said  the  Provost,  "I  thirst 
fiir  no  man*s  blood,  you  are  a  pretty  fellow,  as  there 
were  many  among  tl^e  buccaniers  m  my  time— but 
there  is  no  harm  in  wishing  you  a  better  trade.  You 
AovAd  have  the  stores  and  welcome,  for  your  money, 
so  yoa  would  make  these  seas  plear  of  you.  But  then, 
Iktc  lies  the  rab.  The  Halcyon  frigate  is  expected 
herein  these  parts  immediately;  when  she  hears  of 
yen  she  W'ill  be  at  you :  for  there  is  Jiothing  the  white 
lapelle  loves  better  than  a  rover— you  are  seldom 
without  a  cargo  of  dollars.    Well,  he  comes  down, 

gets  you  under  his  stem" 

"  Blows  us  into  the  air,  if  you  please,"  said  Cleve- 
land. 

"  Nay,  that  must  be  as  you  please.  Captain,"  said 
the  Provost;  "but  then,  what  is  to  come  of  the 
pxid  town  of  Kirkwall,  that  has  been  packing;  and 
pedkkg  with  the  King's  enemies  1  The  burgh  will  be 
lakl  under  a  round  fine,  and.it  may  be  that  the  Pro- 
voft  may  not  come  offso  easily." 

•Well,  then,"  said  Cleveland,  "  I  see  where  your 
piach  lies.-  Now,  suppose  that  I  run  round  this  island 
efyours,  and  get  into  the  roadstead  at  Stromneas? 
We  eottld  get  what  we  want  put  on  board  there  with- 
eet  Kirkwall  or  the  Provost  seeming  to  have  any 
hand  in  it ;  or,  if  it  should  be  ever  questioned,  your 
want  of  force,  and  our  superior  strength,  will  make  a 
MAdent  apology." 

•That  may  be,"  said  the  Provost ;  "  but  if  I  suffer 
laa  to  learve  your  present  station,  and  go  elsewhere, 
Imamt  have  some  security  that  you  will  not  do  harm 
t»  die  country." 

"And  we,"  said  Cleveland,  "must  have  some 
fteanty  on  our  side,  that  you  will  not  detain  us,  by 
dribbling  ouf  our  time  till  the  Halcyon  is  on  the 
eoast    riowi  i  am  myself  perfectly  willing  to  conti- 
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*  I  left  mjr  poor  ploofh  to  go  ploaghing  the 


When  the  Provost  and  Cleveland  had  returned 
into  the  public  council-room,  the  former  retired  a 
second  time  with  such  of  his  orethren.  as  he  thought 
proper  to  advise  with ;  and,  while  they  were  engaged 
m  discussing  Cleveland's  proposal,  refreshments 
were  offered  to  him  and  his  party.  These  the  C^ 
tain  permitted  his  people  to  partake  of^  but  with 
the  greatest  precaution  against  surprisal,  one  party 
relieving  the  guard,  whilst  the  others  were  at  their 
food. 

He  himself,  in  the  mean  while,  walked  up  and 
down  the  apartment,  and  conversed  upon  indinerent 
subjects  with  those  present,  like  a  person  quite  at  his 
ease.  . 

Amongst  these  individuals  he  saw,  somewhat  to 
his  surprise,  Triptolemus  JTeUowley,  who,  chancing 
to  be  at  Kirkwall,  had  been  summoned  by  the  Ma- 

C'strales.  as  representative,  in  a  certain  degree,  of  tha 
ord  Chamberlain,  to  attend  council  on  this  oc* 
casion.  Cleveland  immediately  renewed  ^  the  ac- 
quaintance which  he  had  formed  with  the  agncul- 
turist  at  Burj^h-Westra,  and  asked,  him  his  praeent 
business  in  Orkney. 

•*  Just  to  look  after  some  of  my  little  plansk  Captain 
Cleveland.  I  am  weary  of  fighting  with  wild  beasrii 
at  Ephesua  yonder,  and  I  just  cam  ower  to  see  how 
my  orchard  was  thriving,  whilk  1  had  planted  four  . 
or  five  miles  from  Kirkwall,  it  may  be  a  year  bygane, 
and  how  the  bees  were  thriving,  whereof  I  had  im- 
ported nine  skeps,  for  the  improvement  of  the  country, 
and  for  the  turning  of  the  heather-bloom  into  wax 
and  honey." 

"  And  they  thrive,  I  hope  T'  said  Cleveland,  wh6, 
however  little  interested  in  tlie  matter,  sustained  the- 
con  versa  lion,  as  if  to  break  the  chilly  and  em- 
barrassed silence  which  hung  upon  the  company 
assembled. 

•*  Thrive !"  replied  Triptolemus ;  "  they  thrive  like 
every  thing  else  m  this  country,  and  I'uat  is  the  back- 
ward way?' 

"  Want  of  care,  I  suppose?"  sai.!  Cleveland. 

"  The  contrary,  sir.  quite  and  clean  the  contrary," 
replied  the  Factor;  they  died  of  ower  muckle  care, 
like  Lucky  Christie's  chickens.— I  asked  to  see  the 
skeps,  and  cunning  and  joyful  did  the  fallow  look 
who  was  to  have  taken  care  of  tliem— '  Had  there 
been  ony  body  in  charge  but  myscll,'  he  said,  *ye 
might  have  seen  the  skeps,  or  whatever  you  ca  them ; 
but  there  wad  hae  been  as  mony  solan-geese  as 
fiees  in  them,  if  it  hadna  been  for  my  four  quarters  t 
for  I  watched  them  so  closely,  that  I  saw  theni  a 
creeping  out  at  the  little  holes  one  sunny  morning, 
and  if  I  had  not  stopped  the  leak  on  the  instant  with 
a  bit  clay,  the  deil  a  bee,  or  flee,  or  whatever  they  aw, 
would  have  been  left  in  the  skeps,  as  ye  ca'  them  !'— 
In  a  word,  sir,  he  had  clagged  up  the  hives,  as  if  the 
puir  things  had  had  the  pestilence,  and  my  bees  were 
as  dead  as  if  they  bad  been  smeaked— and  so  ends  my  ' 
hQpe.jeenerandi gloiHa  mdlU,  as  Virgilius  hath  it." 

^'  There  is  an  end  of  your  meacC  then,"  replied 
Cleveland ;  "  but  what  isyour  chance  of  cider?— How 
does  the  orchard  thrive  ? 

''O  Captain!  this  same  Solomon  of  the  Orcadian 
Qphir— I  am  sure  no  man  need  to  send  thither  to  fetch 
either  talents  of  gold  or  talents  of  sehse !— I  say,  this 
wise  man  had  watered  the  young  apple-trees,  in  his 
great  tenderness,  with  hot  water,  and  rbey  are  perish- 


114 


THE  PIRAT& 


I0iuf.XX9nr 


cd,  root  and  hrnnch  !  But  what  avails  grievinff  ?— 
And  I  wioh  you  would  tell  me,  instead,  wnai  ip  all  the 
dm  thnt  these  cood  folks  are  making  about  pirates  7 
•nd  what  for  all  these  ilMooking  men,  that  are  armed 
like  so  niony  Hij?h'andmen,  assembled  in  the  judR- 
ment-chamhrr?— for  I  am  jusl  come  froiii  the  other 
lide  of  the  islnnd,  and  I  have  heard  nothing  distinct 
about  it.— And,  now  I  look  at  you  yoursell,  Captain,  I 
ihing  you  have  mair  of  these  foolish  pistoiets  about 
fou  than  should  suffice  an  honest  man  in  quiet 
ajnes?" 

''And  so  I  think  too,*'  said  the  pacific  Triton,  old 

*  Baagan,  who  had  been  ui  unwilling  follower  or  the 

Jaring  Montrose ;  "  if  you  had  been  in  the  Glen  of 

'  Edderachyllis,  when  we  were  sae  sair  worried  by  Sir 

John  Worry" 

'*  Vpu  have  foi^i^t  the  whole  matter,  neighbour 
Haagen,"  said  the  factor;  "Sir  John  Urry  was  on 
your  side,  and  was  ta*en  with  Mcntrose ;  by  the  same 
token,  he  lost  his  head." 

"  Did  he  7"  said  the  Triton.— "  I  believe  you  may  be 
right ;  for  he  changed  sides  mair  than  ancs,  and  wha 
kens  whilk  he  died  for  7— But  always  he  was  there, 
and  80  was  I ;— a  fight  there  was,  and  I  never  wish  to 
see  another !" 

The  entrance  of  the  provost  here  interrupted  their 
desultorv  conversation.—"  We  have  determined,"  he 
said,  "Captain,  that  your  ship  shall  go  round  to  Strom- 
ness,  or  Scalpa-flow,  to  take  in  stores,  in  order  mat 
there  may  be  no  more  quarrels  between  the  Fair  folks 
and  your  seamen.  And  as  you  wish  to  stay  un  shore 
to  see  the  Fair,  we  intend  to  send  a  respect  able  gentle- 
man on  hoard  your  vessel  to  pilot  her  round  the 
Mainland,  as  the  navigation  is  but  ticklish." 

*'  Spoken  like  a  quiet  and  sensible  magistrate,  Mr. 
Mayor,"  said  Cleveland,  "  and  no  otherwise  than  as  I 
expected,— And  what  gentleman  is  to  honour  our 
quarter-deck  during  my  absence  7" 

"We  have  fixed  that,  too,  Captain  Cleveland,"  said 
the  Provost ;  "  you  may  be  sure  we  were  each  more 
denrous  than  another  to  go  upon  so  pleasant  a  voyage, 
and  in  such  good  company :  but  being  Fair  time,  most 
of  us  have  some  aflairs  in  hand— I  myself,  in  respect 
of  my  ofllice,  cannot  be  well  spared— the  eldest  Bai- 
.  lie's  wife  is  lying-in— the  Treasurer  docs  not  agree 
with  the  sea- two  Bailies  have  the  gout— the  other 
two  are  absent  from  town— and  the  other  fifteen  mem- 
bers of  council  are  all  engaged  on  particular  business." 

••All  that  I  can  tell  you,  Mr.  Mayor,"  said  Cleve- 
land, raising  his  voice,  "  is.  that  I  expect" , 

"A  moment's  patience  it  you  please,  Captain,"  said 
the  Provost,  interrupting  nim— "So  that  we  have 
come  to  the  resolution  tnat  our  worthy  Mr.  Tripto- 
lemus  Ycllowley,  who  is  Factor  to  the  Lord  Cham- 
berlain of  these  islands,  shall,  in  respect  of  his  official 
situation,  be  preferred  to  the  honour  and  pleasure  of 
accompanving  you." 

"  Me !"  said  the  aatonished  Triptolemus  ;  "  what 
'  the  devil  should  1  do  going  on  your  voyages  7— my 
business  is  on  dry  land!" 

"The  gentlemen  want  a  pilot,"  said  the  Provost, 
whispering  to  him,  "  and  there  js  no  eviting  to  give 
them  one.^ 

"Do  they  want  to  go  bump  on  shore,  then  7"  said 
the  Factor—"  how  the  devil  should  I  pilot  them,  that 
never  touched  rudder  in  my  life  7" 

"Hush  I— hush !- So  silent!"  said  the  Provost,  "if 
the  people  of  this  town  heard  ye  say  such  a  word, 
your  utility,  and  respect,  and  rank,  and  every  thing 
else,  is  clean  gone!— No  man  is  any  thing  with  us 
island  folks,  unless  he  can  hand,  reeA  and  steer.- Be- 
sidesL  it  is  but  a  mere  form ;  and  we  will  send  old  Pate 
Sinclair  u>  help  you.  You  will  have  nothing  to  do 
but  to  eat,  drink,  and  be  merry  all  day." 

**  Eat  and'drink !"  said  the  Factor,  not  able  to  com- 
(irehend  exactly  why  this  piece  of  duty  was  pressed 
upon  him  so  hastily,  and  yet  not  very  capable  of  re- 
■sting  or  extricating  himself  from  the  toils  of  the 
more  knowing  Provost—"  Eat  and  drink !— that  is 
all  very  well ;  but,  to  speak  tnith^  the  sea  does  not 
.  agree  with  me  any  more  than  with  the  Treasurer: 
■nd  I  have  alwavs  a  better  appetite  for  eating  and 
drinking  ashore.'*^ 

"Hush!  hush  2  hush!"  again  saki  the  Provost,  in 


an  under  tone  of  earnest  expostulmion ;  "  woAld  roi 
actually  ruin  your  character  out  and  out 7— A  Factor 
of  the  High  Chamberlain  of  the  lalee  of  Orkn^ 
and  Zetland,  and  not  like  the  sea!— von  might  ae 
well  say  you  are  a  Highlander,  atuT  do  not  liks 
whisky !" 

"You  must  settle  it  somehow,  gentlemen,"  said 
Captain  Cleveland ;  "it  is  time  we  were  under  weigh. 
—Mr.  Triptolemus  Yellowley,  are  we  to  be  honoond 
with  your  company  7"     » 

"I  am  sure,  Caotain  Cleveland,"  stammered  ike 
Factor,  "  1  would  have  no  objection  to  go  any  when 

with  you— only*' 

"He  has  no  objection,"  said  the  Provost,  catching 
at  the  first  limb  of  the  sentence,  without  awaiting  tte 
conclusion. 
"  He  has  no  objection,"  cried  the  Treasurer. 
**  He  has  no  objection."  sung  out  the  whole  firar 
Bailies  together;  and  the  fifteen  Coundllora,  all 
catching  up  the  same  phrase  of  assent,  repealed  it  in 
chorus,  with  the  additions  of— "good  man''— *' pnUie- 
spirited"- "  honourable  gentleman"—"  burgh  eter- 
nally obliged"—"  where  will  you  find  such  a  woniir 
Factor  7"  and  so  forth- 
Astonished  and  confused  at  the  praises  with  which 
he  was  overwhelmed  on  all  sides,  and  in  no  aba^ 
understanding  the  nature  of  the  transaction  that  was 
going  forward,  the  astounded  and  overwhelnoed  mi- 
culturist  became  incapable  of  resisting  the  part  oitha 
Kirkwall  Curtius  thus  insidiously  forc<^  upon  hiia, 
and  was  delivered  up  by  Captain  Cleveland  to  his 

Earty  with  the  strictest  injunctions  to  treat  iiim  vitb 
onour  and  attention.  Gofie  and  his  compaiiiona  Ym- 
gan  now  to  lead  him  off,  amid  the  applauaea  of  iht 
whole  meeting,  after  the  manner  in  which  the  vicli~ 
of  ancient  days  was  garlanded  and  greeted  by  ab 
when  consigned  to  the  priests  for  the  puipoee  of  I 
led  to  the  altar,  and  knockea  on  the  head,  a  sac 

for  the  commonweal.    It  was  while  they  thoa 

ducted,  and  in  a  manner  forced  him  out  ot  the  Good-  < 
cil-chamber,  that  poor  Triptolemus,  much  alarmed  at  ' 
finding  that  Cleveland,  in  whom  he  had  some  confi- 
dence, was  to  remain  behind  the  parly,  tried,  when 
just  going  out  at  the  door,  the  efiect  of  one  resnan- 
strating  bellow.—"  Nay,  but.  Provost  I— Captain  I— 
Bailies !— Treasurer !  Councillors!— If  Captain  Cievs> 
land  does  not  go  aboard  to  protect  me,  it  ia  naa 
bargain,  and  go  I  will  not,  unless  I  am  trailed  witfa 
cart-ropes  !** 

.His  piotest  was^  however,  drowned  in  the  oa* 
nimous  chorus  of  the  Magistrates  and  CoundDoi^ 
returning  him  thanks  for  nis  public  spirit— wiihiiy 
him  a  good  voyage— and  praying  to  Heaven  for  hn 
happy  and  speedy  return.  Stunned. and  overwhebnodft 
and  thinking,  if  he  had  any  distinct  thoughts  at  a!L 
that   remonstrance ,  was  vain^  where  friends   and 
strangers  seemed  alike  determined  to  carry  the  point 
against  him,  Triptolemus.  without  farthei  resistance, 
suffered  himself  to  be  conducted  into  the  street^ where 
the  pirate's  boat's-crew,  assembUng  around  hun.  be- 
gan to  move  slowly  towards  the  quay,  many  of  the 
townsfolk  following  out  of  curiosity,  but  without  anr 
attempt  at  interference  or  annoyance;  for  the  speciiK 
compromise  which  the  dexterity  of  the  first  Magiatraia 
had  achieved,  was  unanimously  approved  of  aa  & 
much  better  settlement  of  the  disputes  betwixt  them 
and  the  strapgcrs,  than  might  have  been  attained  hf 
the  dubious  issue  of  an  a]n)cal  to  arms. 

Mean  while,  as  they  went  slowly  along,  Triptole- 
mus had  time  to  study  the  appearance,  countenancat 
and  dress,  of  those  into  whose  hands  he  had  bees 
thus  delivered,  and  b^an  to  imagine  that  he  read  in 
their  looks,  not  ouly  the  general  expression  of  a  da^  • 
perate  character,  but  some  sinister  intentions  diivetad 
particularly  towards  himself..  He  was  alarmed  \m 
the  truculent  looks  of  Qoffe,  in  particular,  who,  h<iidk 
ing  his  arm  wnth  a  gripe  which  resembled  in  delicac7 
oftouch  the  compressu^n  of  a  smith's  vice,  caat  oa 
him  from  the  outer  comer  of  his  eye  oblkiue  glaneea^ 
like  those  which  the  eagle  throws  upon  the  \mf 
which  she  has  clutched,  ere  yet  she  proceeds,  aa  it  m 
technically  called,  to  plume  It.  At  length  Yellowlev'a 
fears  got  so  far  the  better  of  his  prudence,  that  m 
1  fairly  asked  his  terrible  conductor,  in  a  sort  of  crviog 
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wiiwper,  **Are  y<^  gcnn$  to  mnrder  me.  CaptaiD,  in 
the  face  of  the  laws  Saith  of  God  and  man  T 

"Hold  your  peace,  if  you  ate  wise,"  aaid  Goflle, 
who  had  his  owi^  reasons  for  desiring  to  increase  ibe 
Mnic  of  his  capUve;  "  we  have  not  murdered  a  man 
these  three  months,  and  why  should  you  put  us  in 
mind  of  it  1" 

"  You  aft  but  jokinft  I  hope,  good  worthy  Cap- 
tain!"  replied  Tnptolemua  ^*ThiB  is  woroe  than 
witches,  dwarfs,  dirking  of  whales^  and  cowpin^;  of 
ooblesi,  put  all  together!— this  is  an  away-eangmg 
crafi^  with  a  vengeance  I—What  good,  ui  Heaven's 
name,  would  murdering  me  do  to  you?" 

**  We  might  have  some  pleasure  in  it,  at  least,'.' 
laid  G6nk— "Look  t)u»e  fellows  in  the  face,  and  see 
if  you  aee  one  among  them  that  would  not  rather  kill 
a  man  tlian  let  it  alone  7— But  we  will  speak  more  of 
that  when  you  have  first  had  a  taste  of  the  bilboea— 
sniJeea,  indeed,  vou  come  down  with  a  handsome 
loond  handful  of  Chili  boards*  for  your  ransom." 

"As  I  shall  live  by  bread.  Captain,"  answered  the 
Factor.  **  that  misbegotten  dwaif  has  carried  off  the 
whole  nornful  of  silver  1" 

I*  A  cat-and-nine-tails  will  make  you  find  it  again," 
said  Gofle,  gruffly ;  "  flogging  and  pickling  is  an  ez- 
adlent  receipt  to  oring  a  man's  wealth  into  his  mind 
— twbting  a  bowstring  round  his  skull  till  the  eyes 
■ttrt  a  little,  is  a  verv  good  remembrancer  too." 

"Captain,"  replied  YelJowley.  stoutly.  "  I  have  no 
Boney— seldom  can  improvers  have.  We  turn  paa- 
tan  to  tillage,  and  barley  into  aits,  and  heather  into 
greensward,  and  the  poor  yarpha^  as  the  benighted 
cnatares  here  call  their  peat-bon,  into  baittle  grass- 
und;  hut  we  seldom  make  any  thing  of  it  that  comes 
oaek  to  our  ain  pouch.  The  carlee  and  the  cart-avers 
make  it  all,  and  the  carles  and  the  cart-avers  eat  it 

bIL  and  the  deil  clink  doun  with  it  I" 

*  Wyi,  well,"  said  Goffe,  "if  you  be  really  a  poor 
Jam  as  you  pretend,  I'll  stand  your  friend:"  then, 
mauling  his  head  so  as  to  reach  the  ear  of  the  Fac- 
tor, who  stood  on  tiptoe  with  anxiety,  he  said.  "If 
you  love  your  lifis,  do  not  enter  the  boat  with  us." 

"But  how  am  I  to  get  away  from  you,  while  you 
hold  me  ao  fast  by  the  arm,  that  I  could  not  get  on  if 
die  whole  year's  crop  of  Scotland  depended  on  iti" 

"  Hark  ye,  yoa  gudgeon,"  said  Goffe,  "  iust  when 
jou  come  to  the  waters  edge,  and  when  the  fellows 
are  jnmpins  in  and  taking  their  oara^  slue  yourself 
nond  suddenly  to  the  larboard— I  will  let  go  your 
ftrm — and  then  cut  and  run  for  your  life  I" 

Triptolemus  did  as  he  was  desired,  GrofTu's  willing 
hand  relaxed  the  grasp  as  he  had  promised,  the  agn- 
cdturist  trundled  off*  like  a  football  that  has  just  re- 
ceived a  strung  impulse  from  the  foot  of  one  of  the 
players,  and,  with  celerity  which  surprised  himself  as 
wefi  as  all  beholders,  fied  through  the  town  of  Kirk- 
walL  Nay,  such  was  the  impetus  of  his  retreat,  that, 
as  if  the  grasp  of  the  pirate  was  still  open  to  pounce 
190a  him,  he  never  stopped  till  he  had  traversed  the 
whole  town,  and  attained  the  open  country  on  the 
other  side.  They  who  had  seen  him  that  day— his 
hat  and  wis  lost  in  the  sudden  effort  he  had  made  to 
bolt  fi>rwaru,  his  cravat  awry,  and  his  waistcoat  un- 
kosoned. — and  who  had  an  opportunity  of  comparing 
his  round  spherical  form  and  snort  legs  with  the  por- 
tntous  speed  at  which  he  scoured  through  the  street, 
Might  well  say,  that  if  Fury  ministers  arms,  Fe^r 
flBofers  wings.  His  very  mode  of  running  seemed 
to  be  that  peculiar  to  his  fleecy  care,  for,  hke  a  ram  in 
tke  midst  of  his  race,  ho  ever  and  anon  encouraged 
laasdf  by  a  great  bouncing  attempt  at  a  leap,  though 
(Satn  were  no  obstacles  in  his  way. 

There  was  no  pursuit  after  the  agriculturist ;  and 
aoogh  a  musket  or  two  were  presented,  for  the  pur- 
We  of  sending  a  leaden  messenger  after  him,  yet 
usSe,  turning  peace-maker  for  once  in  his  life,  so 
casgerated  the  dangers  that  would  attend  a  breach 
ft  the  truce  with  the  people  of  Kirkwall,  that  he  pre- 
vded  upon  the  boat's  crew  to  forbear  any  active 
MGties,  and  to  pull  oif  fur  their  vessel  with  all 
iespatch. 

The  burghers,  who  regarded  the  escape  of  Trip- 
lolemos  as  a  triumph  on  their  side,  gave  the  boat 
IfcaUedbr 
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three  cheers,  by  way  of  an  insoltmg  farewell  t  while 
the  Magistrates,  on  the  other  hand,  en tertainod  great 
anxiety  respecting  the  probable  consequences  01  this 
breach  of  articles^tween  them  and  the  pirates;  and, 
could  they  have  setked  upon  the  fugitive  very  pnvately, 
instead  of  complimenting  him  with  a  civic  feast  tn 
honour  of  the  agility  which  he  displayed,  it  is  likely 
they  might  have  delivered,  the  run-away  hostage  once 
more  into  the  hands  of  his  foemen.  But  it  was  im- 
possible to  set  their  face  publicly  to  such  an  act  of 
violence,  and  therefore  they  contented  themselves  witli 
cloeelv  watchinfi^  Cleveland,  whom  they  determined 
to  maike  responsible  for  any  aggression  which  mignt 
be  attempted  by  the  pirates.  Clevelaud,  on  his  part, 
easily  conjectured  that  the  motive  which  Gofle  had  for 
sufilering  the  hostage  to  escape,  was  to  leave  him 
answerable  for  all  consequences,  and.  relying  more  on 
the  attachment  and  intelligence  or  his  mend  and 
adherent,  Frederick  Altamont,  alias  Jack  Bunce,  than 
on  any  thing  else,  expected  the  result  with  considera- 
ble anxiety,  since  the  Magisutites,  though  they  con- 
tinued to  treat  Him  with  civility,  plainly  intimated 
they  would  relate  his  treatment  by  the  behavKMir 
of  the  crew,  though  he  no  longer  commanded  them. 

It  was  not,  however,  without  some  reason  that  he 
reckoned  on  the  devoted  fidelity  of  Bunce ;  ibr  no 
sooner  did  thi^t  trusty  adherent  feceive  from  Gofiey 
and  the  boat's  crew,  the  news  of  the  escape  of  IVip- 
tolemus,  than  he  immediately  concluded  it  had  been 
favoured  by  the  late  Captain,  in  order  that,  Cleveland 
being  either  put  to  death  or  consigned  to  hopeless  im- 
prisonment, Gofle  might  be  called  upon  to  resume  the 
command  of  the  vessel. 

"  But  the  drunken  old  boatswain  shall  miss  his 
mark,"  said  B.unce  to  his  confederate  Fletcher;  "01 
else  1  am  contented  to  quit  the  name  of  Altamont, 
and  be  called  Jack  Bunco,  or  Jack  Dunce^  if  you  like 
it  better,  to  the  end  of  the  chapter." 

Availing  himself  accordingly  of  a  sort  of  nautical 
eloouence,  which  his  enemies  termed  slacK  -  jaw,  Bunce ' 
set  before  the  crew,  in  a  most  animated  manner,  the 
disgrace  which  they  all  sustained,  by  their  Captain 
remaining,  as  he  was  pleased  to  term  it,  in  the  bilboesi 
without  any  hostage  to  answer  for  his  safety  ;  and 
succeeded  so  far,  that,  besides  exciting  a  good  deal  of 
discontent  against  Gofle,  he  brought  the  crew  to  the 
resolution  of  seizing  the  first  vessel  of  a  tolerable 
appearance,  and  declaring  that  the  ship,  crew,  and 
cargo  should  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  usage 
which  Cleveland  should  receive  on  shore.  It  was 
judged  at  the  same  time  proper  to  try  the  faith  of  the 
Orcadians,  by  ipmoving  from  the  roadstead  of  Kirk- 
wall, and  going  round  to  that  of  Stromness,  wher& 
according  to  the  treaty  betwixt  Provost  Torfe  and 
Captain  Cleveland,  they  were  to  victual  their  sloop. 
They  resolved,  in  the  mean  time,  to  intrust  the  com- 
mand of  the  vessel  to  a  council,  consisting  of  Gofle. 
the  boatswain,  and  Bunce  himself^  until  Cleveland 
should  be  in  a  situation  to  resume  his  command. 

These  n^solutlons  having  been  proposed  and  ac- 
ceded to,  they  weighed  anchor,  and  got  their  sloop 
under  sail,  without  experiencing  any  opposition  or 
annoyance  from  the  battery,  which,  relieved  them 
of  one  important  apprehension  incidental  to  theii 
situation.  ' 

CHAPTER  XXXVT. 

Cl&p  on  more  tail,  punnie,  up  with  your  flffhti, 
Give  fira-tbo  u  my  iiriie,  or  ocean  whelm  them  all  I 
SHAKsraAMl 

A  VEST  handsome  brig,  which,  with  several  other 
vessels,  was  the  property  of  Magnus  Tfoil,  the  great 
Zetland  Udaller,  nad  received  on  board  that  Maguats 
himselfi  his  two  lovely  daughters,  and  the  facetious 
Claud  Halcro,  who,  £6r  friendship's  sake  chiefly,  and 
the  love  of  beauty  proper  to  his  poetical  calling, 
attended  them  on  their  journey  from  Zetland  to  the 
capital  of  Orkney,  to  which  Noma  had  referred  them, 
as  the  place  where  her  mystical  oracles  shouM  at 
length  receive  a  satisfactory  explanation. 

They  passed,  at  a  distance,  the  tremendous  clifi*s  o{ 
the  lonely  spot  of  earth  called  the  Fair  Isle,  whicli, 
at  an  eqiial  distance  torn  either  archipelago,  lies  in 


lU 
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the  869  which  dhridet  Orknef  flom  ^tland ;  and  at 
length,  after  some  hafiVnff  winds,  made  the  Start  of 
Banda.  Off  the  headland  so  named,  they  became 
mvoived  in  a  strong  current,  well  known,  by  thoso 
.who  frequent  these  seas,  as  the  Roost  of  the  Start, 
which  carried  them  considerably  out  of  their  course, 
and.  joined  to  an  adverse  wind,  forced  theiii  to  keep 
on  the  east  side  of  the  island  or  Stronsa,  and,  finallv 
compelled  them  to  lie  by  for  the  night  in  Papa  Sound, 
since  the  navigation  in  dark  or  thick  weather, 
amongst  so  many  bw  ialandf,  is  neither  pleasant  nor 
Mfe. 

On  the  ensuing  morning  they  resamed  their  rovage 
under  more  favourable  auspices;  andi  coasting  along 
the  island  of  Stronsa,  whose  flat,  verdant,  and  com- 
paratively fertile  shores,  formed  a  strong  contrast  to 
the  dun  hills  and  dark  cliffs  of  their  own  islands, 
they  doubled  the  cape  called  the  Lamb-head,  and 
stood  away  for  Kirkwall. 

They  had  scarce  onened  the  beautiful  bay  betwixt 
Pomona  and  Shapinsha,  and  the  sisters  were  admiring 
the  massive  church  of  Saint  Maji^us,  as  it  was  first 
seen  to  rise  from  amongst  the  mferior  buildings  of 
KirkwajU,  when  the  eyes  of  Magnus,  and  of  Claud 
Halcro,  were  attracted  by  an  object  which  they 
thought  more  interesting.  This  was  an  armed  sloop, 
witnher  saUs  set,  which  had  Just  left  the  anchorage 
in  the  bay,  and  was  running  before  the  wind  by  which 
the  brig  of  the  Udaller  was  beating  in. 

"A  Ught  thing  that,  by  my  ancestors*  bones  P*  said 
the  old  tJdaller;  ^'but  1  cannot  make  out  of  what 
country,  as  she  shows  no  colours.  Spanish  built,  I 
should  nink  her." 

**  Ay,  av,'.'  said  Claud  Halcro,  "  she  has  all  the  look 
of  it.  She  runs  before  the  wind  that  we  must  battle 
with,  which  is  the  wonted  way  of  the  world.  As 
glorious  John  says,— 

*  With  roomy  deck,  and  gum  of  mif  hty  itiengtb. 

Whofe  low-laid  mouths  each  mouotinc  billow  lavM, 
Deep  in  her  draught,  and  warlike  in  her  length, 

8be  aeenu  a  aea-waap  flffaig  on  the  wavea.*  " 

Brenda  could  not  help  telling  Halcro,  when  he  had 
ftxnited  this  stanza  with  great  enthusiasm,  **that 
though  the  description  was  more  like  a  first-rate  than 
t  sloop,  yet  the  simile  of  the  sea- wasp  served  but 
iDdifierently  for  either." 

"A  sea-wasp?"  said  Magnoft  looking  with  some 
surprise,  as  the  sloop,  shifting  her  course,  suddenly 
bore  down  on  tbem :  "Egad,  I  wish  she  may 'not 
show  us  presently  that  she  has  a  sting!" 

What  the  Udallcr  said  in  jest,  was  folfilled  m  ear- 
nest; for,  without  hoisting  colours,  or  hailing,  two 
shots  were  discharged  from  the  sloop,  one  of  which 
ran  dipping  and  dancing  upon  the  water,  just  ahead 
of  the  Zetlander's  bows,  while  the  other  went  through 
his  main-sail. 

Masnus  caught  up  a  speaking  .trumpet,  and  hailed 
the  sloopi  to  demand  what  she  was,  and  what  was 
the  meaning  of  this  unprovoked  aggression.  He  was 
only  answered  by  the  stem  command,—"  Down  top- 
sails instantly,  and  lay  your  main-sail  to  the  mast— 
ynti  shall  see  who  we  are  presently." 

There  were  no  means  within  the  reach  of  possibility 
by  which  obedience  could  be  evaded,  where  it  would 
instantly  have  been  enforced  by  a  broadside;  and. 
Miih  much  fear  on  the  part  of  tno  sistere  and  Claud 
Halcro,  mixed  with  anger  and  astonishment  on  that 
of  the  Udallcr,  the  brig  fay-to  to  await  the  commands 
of  the  captors. 

The  sloop  immediately  lowered  a  boat,  with  six 
armed  hands,  commanded  by  Jack  Bunce,  which 
rowed  directly  for  their  prize.  As  they  approached 
her,  Claud  Halcro  whispeitHl  to  the  Udaller,—"  If 
what  we  hear  of  buccaniers  be  true,  these  men,  with 
their  silk  scarfs  and  vests,  have  the  very  cut  of  them." 

"My  daughters  I  mydat/ghters!"  muttered  Magnus 


to  himself,  with  such  an  agony  as  only  a  father  could 
feel—"  Go  down  below,  and  '  " 
while  I" 


He  threw  down  hie  speaking-trumpet,  and  seized 
on  a  handspike,  while  his  daughters,  more  afraid  of 
the  consequences  of  his  fiery  temper  to  himself  than 
of  any  ihmg  else,  hung  round  him,  and  begged  him 
to  make  no  resistance.    Claud  Iialcro  muted  his 


entreaties,  adding;  "'It  were  best  pacifr  the  Mom 
with  fair  words.  They  might,"  he  said,  **  be  Dua- 
kirkers,  or  insolent  man-of-wars-men  on  a  frolic.*' 

'*  No,  no,"  answered  Magnus,%  "  it  is  the  sloop 
which  the  Jagger  told  us  of.  But  I  will  take  your 
advice— -I  will  nave  patience  for  these  jprls'  ss&es; 
yet" 

He  had  no  time  to  conclude  the  sentence,  for  Bonos 
jumped  on  board  with  his  party,  and  drawing  ha 
cutlass,  struck  it  upon  the  companion-ladder,  sod 
declared  the  ahip  was  theirs. 

"  By  what  warrant  or  authority  do  you  stop  ns  en 
the  high  seasT*  said  Magnus. 

'^Hera  are  half  a  dozen  of  warrants,"  s«id  Bimceb 
showing  the  pistols  which  were  htmg  round  ImiL 
according  to  a  pirate-fashion  alreacfy  inentioiieQ, 
"choose  which  you  like;,  old  gentleman,  and  yss 
shall  have  the  perusal  of  it  presently." 

"That  is  to  say,  yoo  intend  to  rob  us?"  s«id  Mag- 
nus.—" So  be  it— we  have  po  means  to  help  it— 0119 
be  civil  to  the  women,  and  take  what  you  pleiise  fms 
the  vessel.  There  is,  not  much,  but  I  will  and  can 
make  it  worth  more,  if  you  use  us  well." 

"  Civil  to  the  women  v*  said  Fletcher,  who  hadsbo 
come  on  board  with  the  gang—"  when  were  we  das 
than  civil  to  themi  ay,  and  kind  to  bootl^Losk 
here.  Jack  Bunce  1— what  a  trim-going  little  thing  best 
is!— By  G— ,  she  shall  make  a  cruise  with  na,  oooi 
of  old  Squaretoes  what  will  !**      , 

He  seized  upon  the  terrified  Brenda  with  one  hsiL 
and  insolently  pulled  back  with  the  other  the  hoodll 
the  mantle  in  which  she  had  muffled  herself. 

"Help,  father!— help,  Minna!"  exclaimed  theSF 
firighted  girl ;  unconscious,  at  the  moment,  that  Iti^ 
were  unable  to  render  her  assistance. 

Magnus  again  uplifted  the  handspike,  but 
stopped  his  hand.— " Avast,  father!^*  he  saiu.     — 

gm  will  make  a  bad  voyage  of  it  presently — ^And  yo^ 
letcher,  letgothegirl!" 

"And,  d— n  me!  why  should  I  let  her  ^oT*  wui  j 
Fletcher. 

"Because  I  command  yon,  Dick."  said  the  otlM%  I 
"and  because  Til  make  it  a  quarrel  cse. — ^And  nav 
let  me  know,  beauties,  is  there  one  of  yoo  bears  fill 
queer  heathen  name  of  Minna,  for  which  I  hava  a 
certain  sort  of  regard  7" 

"  Gallant  sir  T  said  Halcro,, "  unquestionably  k  ii 
because  you  have  some  poetry  in  your  heart." 

**  1  have  had  enough  of  it  in  my  mouth  in  laf  tnB&" 
answered  Bunce;     hut  that  day  is  b^  old  Benna- 
man— however,  I  shall  soon  find  out  which  m  tbesa 
girls  is  Minna.— Throw  back  your  muflflings  from 
your  face&  and  don't  be  afraid,  my  Lindamiras ;  no 
one  here  snail  meddle  with  you  to  do  you  wrong.  Oa 
my  soul,  two  pretty  wenches!— I  wish  I  were  at  ssa 
in  an  ^g-shelU  and  a  rock  under  my  lee-bow,  if  I 
would  wish  a  better  leaguer-lass  than  the  worst  at 
them  !— Hark  you,  my  girls ;  which  of  you  M-outd  hn 
to  swing  in  a  rover's  hammock  1— you  should  have 
gold  for  the  gathering!" 

The  tcrrined  maidens  clung  close  together,  aa4 
grew  pale  at  the  bold  and  familiar  language  of  tl» 
desperate  libertine. 

"  Nay,  don't  be  frightened,"  said  he :  "  do  one  skil 
serve  under  the  noble  Altamont  but  by  her  own  fi«| 
choice— there  is  no  pressing  amongst  gentlemen  4| 
fortune.  And  do  not  look  so  shy  upon  me  neitherfll 
if  I  spoke  of  what  you  never  thought  of  before.  Qj^ 
of  you,  at  least,  has  heard  of  Captain  Cleveland,  tlq 
Rover."  •   , 

Brenda  grew  stifl  paler,  hut  the  blood  mounted  ij 
once  in  Minna's  cb«>^ks,  on  hearing  the  name  of  m) 
lover  thus  unexpectedly  introduced ; , for  the  rrisM 
was  in  itself  so  confounding,  that  the  idea  of  the  w 
sel's  being  the  consort  of  which  Cleveland  had  spokait 
at  Burgh- Westra,  had  occurred  to  no  one  save  i|i 
Udaller. 

"1  see  how  it  is,"  said  Bunce^  with  a  familiar  noi 
"  and  I  will  hold  my  course  accordingly.— Tfju  nM 
not  be  afraid  of  any  inhiry.  father,"  he  added,'  addr 
ing  Magnus  familiarly;  ^*and  though  I  have  1 
many  a  pretty  girl  pay  tribute  in  my  time,  yet  ;_  ^ 
shall  go  ashore  without  either  wrong  or  raiiFom.*' 

"If  you  will  assure  me  of  that,"  said  Ma 
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'fW  tie  80  welo<»m0  w  ttM  bfk  wdeainoi  M  erer  I 

raan  welcome  to  a  can  orimnch/' 


of  mineki" 


"And  It  m  no  bad  tbiog  tbat  same  can  or  mm 
wd  Baoce^  ^^if  we  had  any  one  here  that  could 
itwelL" 

**  I  will  do  it,"  said  Claud  Halcro,  **  with  any  mak 
that  ever  aqoeezed  lemon* — ^Eiie  Scambeatei,  the 
mach-maker  of  Burgh-Westra,  being  atone  ex- 
enCed." 

^ijid  you  are  within  a  grapneFa  length  of  him, 
tos^''  said  the  Udaller.— "  Go  down  b^Oow,  my  giria,'' 
hi  added,  **  and  send  up  the  rare  old  man,  and  the 
leh-bowl." 

The  punch-bowl  P*  aaid  Fletcher;  "I  aay,  the 
keket,  d—n  roe  I-— Talk  of  bowls  in  the  cabin  of  a 
ydoy  merchantman,  bat  not  to  jtentlemen-stroUers 
-wferok  I  would  say,"  correetmg  himself  aa  he 
obsenred  that  Bunoe  looked  sour  at  the  mistake. 

"And  I  say,  these  two  pretty  girls  ahall  aUyon 
diek  and  fill  my  can,*'  aaid  Buneai  "I  deserve  aome 
itisndance,  at  least,  for  all  my  generosity.'' 

"And  they  shall  fill  mine,  too."  said  Fletcher— 
'  dicy  shall  fill  it  to  tl^e  brim  f—and  I  will  have  a  kiss 
far  every  drop  they  spiU— broil  me  if  I  won't  T' 

*Wby.  then,  I  tell  yoe,  you  shan't  1"  aaid  Bonce; 

_gr  m  be  d--d  if  any  one  ahall  kiss  Minna  but  one, 
and  that's  neither  you  nor  I ;  and  her  other  little  bit 


THS  puunx  iir 

**Bymy  woM.  air/*  aaid  CImd  Halcra^  **Ibdieira 
there  is  not  one  of  your  people  but  coidd  drink  out  the^ 
mickle  bicker  of  Scarpa,  which  was  always  offered 
to  the  Bishop  of  Oikney  brimful  of  the  best  [mmmock 
that  ever  was  brewed."* 

*'If  drinking  couM  make  them  bishopa,"  said 
Bunco,  "I  should  have  a  reverend  crew  of  taem ;  but 
as  they  have  no  other  clerical  qualities  about  them,  I 
do  not  propose  that  they  shall  get  drunk  to-day  t  m 
we  will  cut  our  drink  with  a  song." 

"And  ril  sing  it,  by f  said  or  swors  Dick 

Fletcher,  and  instantly  struck  up  the  oldditty^ 


te  ril  be  d— d  if  any  one  shall  1 

.ad  dial's  neither  you  nor  I;  an 

oCi  consort  shall  'scape  (or  company j— there  an 
slBaiy  of  willing  wenches  in  Qrknev.— And  so,  now 
I  think  on  it,  these  girls  shall  go  down  below,  and 
b«k  dismaelvea  into  the  cabin  x  and  we    *    "  ' 


thsvviehup 

tleuto  proposes." 


rea  mto  tna  caom  x  ana  we  shall  have 
here  on  deck,  tU  fretoo,  aa  the  oJd 


Igei- 


**  WW,  Jack,  I  wiah  you  knew  your  own  mind," 
■tii  nicher;  "!'  have  been  your  messmate  these 
tvo  wens,  and  I  love  you ;  and  yet  flay  roe  like  a 
vild  Mbck,  if  you  have  not  as  many  humours  as  a 
flMak«f !— And  what  shall  we  have  to  make  a  little 
foo  oL  since  you  have  sent  the  girls  down  below  7" 

"Why,  we  will  haveMaater  punch-maker  here," 
assMred  Bunce,  '*  to  give  ua  toasts,  and  sing  us 
mgs.— And,  in  the  mean  time,  vou  there^  stand  by 
tets  and  tacks,  and  get  her  uif der  way !— and  you, 
Meraman,  as  you  would  keep  your  braina  in  your 
ibil,  keep  her  under  the  atem  of  the  sloop.— u  you 
attempt  to  play  us  any  trick,  I  wiU  scuttle  your  sconce 
la  if  it  were  an  old  calabash  I" 

The  vessel  waa  accordingly  got  under  way,  and 
iBoved  alowly  on  in  the  wake  of  the  sloop,  which,  as 
bad  been  pr^riously  agreed  upoiu  held  her  oouree.  not 
ID  letarn  to  the  Bay  of  KirkwalL  but  for  an  excellent 
nadstead  called  Inganeaa  Bay,  formed  by  a  promon- 
lonr  which  extends  to  the  eastward  two  or  three 
Bsies  from  the  Orcadian  metropolis,  and  where  the 
vnels  might,  conveniently  lie  at  anchor,  while  the 
lovers  maintained  any  communication  with  the  Ma- 
uraatea  which  the  new  stale  of  thinga  aeemed  to 
nhofe. 

Mean  ^me  Claud  Halcro  had  exerted  hia  utmost 
tileDta  in  compoundinii  a  bucketful  of  punch  for  the 
m  of  the  pirates,  which  they  drank  out  of  large  cana ; 
me  ordinary  seamen,  as  well  as  Bunce  and  Fletcher, 
wio  acted  as  officers^  dipping  them  into  the  bucket 
ailh  very.  Utile  ceremony,  sa  they  came  and  went 
^4Dn  their  duty.    ,  Magnus,  who  wss  particulariy 


ive  that  liquor  might  awaken  the  brutal 
I  ffeaaioos  of  these  desperadoea,  waa  yet  so  miach  sston- 

tnad  at  the  quantitiea  which  he  aaw  them  drink, 
,  Jmout  producing  any  viaible  effect  upon  their  reason, 
^.Im  he  could  not  help  expressing  his  suiprise  to 
i  taes  biniselC  who,  wild  aa  he  was,  vet  appeared  by 
1 2Jhe  moat  civil  and  cooveraable  of  his  party,  and 

*MaB  bo  wa&  perhap^  desirous  to  conciliate,  bv  a 
i  ^ument  of  which  all  hoop  topera  know  the  valua 


of  Saint  Ms 


boon  topers     .^     

iual"  said  the  Udaller,  '«! 


M  to  think  I  took  offmy  can  Iflie  a  gentleman t 
gto  aee  your  men  awidioii,  Captain,  one  would 
%k  their  stomachs  wcve  aa  bottomless  as  the  hole 
*i«l  in  Poula,  which  I  have  sounded  myself  with 
■«e  of  a  hundred  fathoms.  By  my  soul,  the  Bicker 
"wit  Msgous  were  but  a  sip  to  them  1'^ 
,  .  u  our  wsy  of  life,  sir,"  answered  Bunc^  "  tbore 
n  BO  sunt  tiil  duty  calls,  or  the  puncheon  la  drunk 


'*  It  wu  a  thip,  and  « ihip  of  Hum, 
LauMh'd  oirtlM  atodu,  homd  tot  the  nala, 
Viih  a  handrad  tad  ftltr  bruk  yoaof  aaa. 
All  picsked  and  etiotea  evarf  ona." 

"t  would  sooner  be  keel-hauled  than  hear  that 
song  over  again,"  aaid  Bunce;  "and  confound  your 
lantcirn  jawa,  you  can  sqnoeae  nothing  elss  out  of 
them  I" 

"Bv ^i"  said  Fletcher,  '*!  will  aing  my  aonft 

whether  vou  like  it  or  no;"  and  again  he  sung,  with 
the  dolenil  tone  of  a  north-easter  whiatling  through 
sheet  and  ahrouda,— 

'*  OapliJB  Olaa  was  aw  aas«aia*a  BBBM I 

A  vanffaHant  aad  brkk  roaag  aaa  i 

Ai  bolifa  Milor  as  a'er  west  to  Ma,  > 

And  wa  ware  booDd  for  hlgb  Bftibarr.*" 

**I  teir  you  again.*'  said  Bunca  "we  will  hav« 
none  of  your  screech-owl  music  here;  and,  I'D  be 
d— d  if  you  shall  sit  heie  and  make  that  iniemal 
noise  T' 

"Why,  theiL  FU  tell  you  what,"  said  Fletchai; 
getting  up,  "I*n  sing  when  I  walk  about,  and  I  hope 
there  is  no  harm  in  that,  Jack  Bunce. '  And  aok 
getting  up  from  hia  seat,  he  began  to  walk  up  and 
down  the  sloop,  croaking  out  hia  long  and  disastrous 
l>a]lad. 

'*  You  see  how  I  manage  them,"  aaid  Bunoe^  with 
a  amile  of  self-applause  ~**  allow  that  fellow  two 
stridea  on  his  own  way,  and  you  make  a  mutineer  oi 
him  for  hfe.  But  I  tie  him  airict  ap.  and  he  follows 
me  as  kindlytas  a  fowlsi^s  spaniel  after  hs  has  got  a 
good  Dealing.— And  now  your  toast  and  your  song^ 
sir,"  addressing  Halcro ;  or  rather  your  song  with- 
out your  toast  I  have  got  a  toast  for  myself.  Hers 
is  success  m  all  roving  bladea,  and  contusion  to  all 
honest  men!" 

"  1  should  be  sony  to  drink  that  toaat,  if  I  could 
help  it,"  aaid  Magnua  Troil. 

**^  What  I  you  reckon  yourself  one  of  the  honest 
folks.  I  warrant,"  said  Bunce.~"Tell  me  your  trade, 
and  ril  tell  you  what  I  think  of  it.  As  for  the  punch« 
maker  here,  I  know  him  at  first  glance  to  be  a  tailor 
who  has,  therefore,  no  more  pretensions  to  be  honest, 
than  he  has  not  to  be  mangy.  But  you  are  eome 
High-Dutch  skipper,  I  warrant  me,  that  tramplea  on 
the  croaa  when  he  ia  in  Japan,  and  deniea  his  religion 
for  a  day's  gaifi." 

"No,'^  replied  the  UdaUer,  "I  am  a  gentleman  of 
JZetland." 

"O,  whatT'  retorted  the  satirical  Mr.  Bunce,  "yoq 
are  come  from  the  happy  climate  where  gin  is  a  groal 
a-boitle,  and  where  there  ia  daylight  for  ever?" 

"At  your  service  Capuip,"  aaid  the  Udaller,  aup- 
pressing  with  much  pain  aome  disposition  to  resent 
these  jests  on  his  country,  althoogh  under  every  riak, 
•and  at  all  disadvantage. 

"At  my  service  f  sau  Bunoe—"  Ay.  if  there  was  a 
rope  stretched  from  the  wreck  to  the  beach,  you 
would  be  at  my  service  to  cut  the  hawser,  mak^. 
Jloaiwnu  9BdJct$onu  of  ship  and  cargo^  and  well  tf 
you  did  not  give  me  a  rap  on  the  head  with  the  back 
of  the  cutty-axe  i  and  you  call  vouraelf  honeail  But 
never  mind— here  goes  the  aforeaaid  toaat— and  do 
you  aing  me  a  aong,  Mr.  Faahioner ;  and  look  it  be  aa 
good  as  your  punch." 

Holcroi  internally  praying  for  the  powers  of  a  new 
Timotheua,  to  turn  hia  strain  and  check  bis  auditors 
pride,  as  glorious  John  had  it,  began  a  heart-soothinM 
ditty  with  the  following  Imes : — 


LiafBn  to  thif  la/of  mina."   ' 
»  Li«Bor  twnd  flv  a  CbsiatawauialL 


m 
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**1  wiU  hetr  nothing  of  nrakleM  or  roso,*'  sAid 
Bunoe;  it  pats  me  in  mind  what  eort  of  a  cargo  we 

iiave  KOt  on  board ;  and,  by ^i  I  will  be  true  to  my 

Dieaamaie  and  my  captain  aa  long  as  I  can  I— And 
now  I  think  on't.  I'll  have  no  more  punch  either— 
that  last  cop  made  innovation^  and  I  am  not  to  play 
Caaaio  to-night— and  if  I  drink  not,  nobody  else 


So  saying,  he  manfully  kicked  over  the  bucket, 
which,  notwithstanding  the  repeated  applications 
made  to  it,  was  still  half  full,  got  up  from  his  seat, 
shook  himself  a  little  to  rights  as  he  ezpresaed  it, 
cocked  his  hat,  and,  walking  the  quarter-deck  with 
an  air  of  dignity,  gave,  by  word  and  signal,  the  orders 
for  bringing  ships  to  anchor,  which  were  readily 
obeyed  by  both,  Qoffe  being  then,  in  all  probability, 
past  any  rational  state  of  interference. 

The  Udaller^  in  the  mean  time,  condoled  with  Hal- 
cro  on  their  situation.  **  It  is  bad  enough."  said  the 
tough  old  Norseman ;  "  for  these  are  rank  rogue*— 
ana  yet,  were  it  not  for  the  girts.  I  should  not  fear 
them.  That  young  vapouring  feHow,  who  seems  to 
command,  is  not  such  a  bom  devil  as  he  might  have 
been," 

**He  has  queer  hnmoufi^  thoush,"  said  Halcro; 
**  and  I  wish  we  were  k)ose  from  him.  To  kick  down 
a  bucket  half  full  of  the  best  punch  ever  was  made, 
and  to  cut  me  short  in  the  sweetest  song  I  ever 
wrote,— I  promise  you,  I  do  not  know  what  he  may 
do  next— it  is  next  door  to  madness." 

Mean  while,  the  ships  being  brought  to  anchor, 
the  valiant  Lieutenant  Bunco  called  upon  Fletcher, 
and,  resuming  his  seat  by  his  unwilling  passengers, 
he  told  them  they  should  see  what  message  he  was 
about  to  send  to  the  wittob  of  Kirkwall,  as  they  were 
something  concerned  in  it  "  It  shall  run  in  Dick's 
name,"  he  said,  "as  well  as  m  mine.  I  love  to  give 
the  poor  young  fellow  a  little  countenance  now  and 
then-Mon't  I,  Dick,  you  d— d  stupid  ass  ?" 

"Why,  yes,  Jsck  Bunce,"  said  Dick,  "I  csn't  say 
bat  as  you  do— only  you  are  always  bullocking  one 
about  something  or  other,  too— but,  howsomdever, 
d'ye  eee" 

^Enough  said— belay  your  j[aw,  Dick,"  said  Bunce. 
and  proceeded  to  write  nis  enistic,  which,  beinff  read 
aloua,  proved  to  be  of  the  following  tenor  v  "  For  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  Kirkwall— Gentlemen,  As, 
contrary  to  your  good  faith  given^  you  have  not  sent 
us  on  board  a  hostage  for  the  aafety  of  our  Captain, 
remaining  on  shore  at  your  request,  these  come  to 
feU  you,  we  are  not  thus  to  be  trmcd  with.  We  have 
already  in  our  possession,  a  brig,  with  a  family  of 
distinction,  its  owners  and  passengers;  and  as  you 
deal  with  our  Captain,  %o  will  we  deal  with  them  in 
every  respect.  And  as  this  is  the  first,  so  assure 
yourselves  it  shall  not  be  the  last  damage  which  we 
will  do  to  your  town  and  trade,  if  you  do  not  send 
«n  board  our  Captain,  and  supply  us  with  stores  ac- 
cording to  treaty. 

•*  Given  on  board  the  brig  Mervpose  of  Burgh-Wes- 
tra,  lying  in  Inganesa  Bay.  Witness  our  hands, 
commanders  of  the  Fortune  s  Favourite,  and  genHe- 
men  adventurers." 

He  then  subscribed  himself  Frederick  AltamonL 
and  handed  the  letter  to  Fletcher,  who  read  the  said 
sabscription  with  much  difficulty ;  and,  admiring  the 
aound  of  it  very  much,  swore  he  would  have  a  new 
name  himself,  and  the  rather  that  Fletcher  was  the 
most  crabbled  word  to  spell  and  conster.  he  believed, 
in  the  whole  dictionary.  He  subscribed  himself  ac- 
cordinjdy,  Timothy  Tugmutton. 

**  Will  you  not  add  atew  Jines  to  the  coxcombs?" 
nid  Bunce.  addressing  Masnus. 

"Not  I/*  returned  the  TJdaller,  stubborn  m  his 
ideas  of  right  and  wrong,  even  in  so  formidable  an 
•emergency.  "The  Magistrates  ,of  Kirkwall  know 
their dutv,  and  were  I  they" But  here  the  recol- 
lection that  his  daughters  were  at  the  mercy  of  these 
ruffians  blanked  the  bold  viaags  of  Magnus  Troil,  and 
checked  the  defiance  which  was  just  about  to  issue 
iW>m  his  I'ps. 

"  D— H  me,'*  said  Bunce,  who  easily;  conjectured 
what  V  «s  passing  in  the  mind  of  his  prisoner—"  that 
Vauae  would  hava  told  waU  oa  tha  atafla-ii  woukl 


have  broiq^  down  pit,  box  and  gallery,  egad,  « 


Bajrea  has  it' 


-  will  hear  nothing  of  Bayea,"  said  Claud  Halao 
(himaelf  a  little  elevated.)  "it  is  an  imo^ent  salii* 
on  glorious  John;, but  he  tickled  Buckingham  m 
for  it— 

*  In  Uw  (teat  rask  of  tlMn  did  Ztaui  f  taari  I 

A  nan  ao  varigua'  " 

"  Hold  your  peace !"  aaid  Bunce,  drowning  the  i 

of  the  admirer  of  Dryden  in  louder  and  mon  ^ 

ment  asseveration,  "  the  Rahearaal  is  the  best  laica 
ever  was  written— and  I'll  make  him  kiss  the  gnitiiei's 
daughter  that  denies  it  D— n  me,  I  waa  the  hmt 
Prince  Prettyman  ever  walked  the  boards— 

*  SonatinMa  a  flalmr*a  aon,  aonatimaa  a  prinea.' 
But  let  ue  to  business.— Hark  ye,  old  gentleman,'*  (to 
Magnus,) "  you  have  a  sort  of  sulkiness  about  yon,  for 
which  some  of  my  profession  would  cut  your  ears  eni 
of  your  head,  and  broil  them  for  your  dinner  with  red 
pepper.  I  have  known  Goffe  do  so  to  a  poor  devil,  iv 
looking  sour  and  dangeroua  when  he  saw  hie  sloop  as 
to  Davy  Jonea'a  locker  with  hia  only  son  on  boenL 
But  I'm  a  spirit  of  another  aort ;  and  if  you  or  At 
ladiea  are  ill  used,  it  shall  be  the  Kirkwall  peoiA^a 
fiiult,  alid  not  mine,  and  that'a  &ir ;  and  ao  yon  ka& 
better  let  them  kilow  your  condition,  and  yourcareiuft- 
stanoea,  and  ao  forth,— and  that's  fair,  too." 

Magnus^  thus  exhorted,  took  up  the  pen,  and  at> 
tempted  to  write;  but  hia  high  spint  so  8tiug[gled  widi 
his  paternal  anxiety,  that  his  hand  refused  its  ofBen 


"  I  cannot  help, it,"  he  said,  after  one  or  tviro  illc»Ur ' 
attempta  to  write—"  f  cannot  form  a  letter,  if  atfotf 
Uvea  dmnded  upon  it" 


And  he  could  not,  with  hia  utmost  eflforte,  ao  m€p» 

Eress  the  convulsive  emotions  which  he  experienoa^ 
ut  that  they  agitated  his  whole  frame.    The  ^Nriiknr 
which  bends  to  the  tempest,  often  eacapes  better  Umbi 
the  oak  which  resists  it :  and  ao,  in  gr^t  calamities 
it  aometimea  happens,  that  light  ancffrivolona  spin  la  -j 
recover  their  elasticity  and  presence  of  mind  aooncr 
than  those  of  a  loftier  character.    In  the  present  cas^  a 
Claud  Halcro  was  fortunately  able  to  perform  tha  ■' 
taak  which  the  deeper  feelings  cMT  his  friend  and  patran 
refused.    He  took  th^  pen,  and,,  in  as  few  worda  wb  • 
possible,  explained  the  situation  in  which  they  -wen 
placed,  and  the  cruel  risks  to  which  they  were  ex- 
posed, insinuating  at  the  same  time,  as  delicately  aa 
he  could  expresa  it.  that,  to  the  magistrates  of  the  ooao- 
try,  the  life  and  lionour  of  ha  citixena  ahould  be  a 
dearer  object  than  even  the  apprehension  or  puniili^ 
ment  of  the  guilty;  taking  care,  however,  to  qualiiy 
the  last  expression  as  much  as  possible,  for  fear  ol'giv- 
ing  umbraga  to  the  pirates. 

Bunce  read  over  the  letter,  which  fbrtnnatel|r  net 
hia  approbation ;  and,  on  seeing  the  name  of  Ciaiid 
Halcro  at  the  bottom,  he  exclaimed,  in  great  soipnae,  ' 
and  with  more  energetic  expressions  of  aaaeveratioflt 
than  we  choose  to  record—*'  Why.  you  are  the  IzttW 
felbw  that  played  the  fiddle  to  old  Manai^er  CSada- 
bout's  company,  at  Hogi  Norton,  the  fiiat  seaaoa  i 
came  out  mere  I  I  thought  I  knew  your  catchword 
of  glorious  John." 

At  another  time  thia  recognition  might  not  ba 
been  Tcry  grateful  to  Halero*8  minstrel  pride ;  but 
matters  stood  vrith  him,  the  discovery  of  a  g«  * 
mine  couM  not  have  made  him  more  happy. 

insuntly  teincmbered  the  very  hopefid  younar   % 

formei  who  came  out  in  Don  Sebaatian,  and  judt* 
cioualy  added,  that  the  muse  of  gloriou^^  John  Iui4  < 
never  received  such  excellent  support  during  the  tixv*^ 
that  he  was  first  (he  might  have  added,  and  oaaiyl-l 
violin  to  Mr.  Gadabout's  company. 

"  Why,  yes,"  said  Bunce.  "I  believe  you  ararMii-*^ 
I  think  I  might  have  ahakeu  the  scene  as  wHi  mmr 
Booth  or  Betterton  either.  But  I  was  destined  «o 
figure  on  other  boarda,"  (striking  his  foot  npoa    ' 


deck,)  "  and  I  believe  I  must  stick  by  them,  l 

no  board  at  all  to  support  me.    But  now.  old 
quaimanoe,  I  will  do  something  for  you— sroe  wniiy^. 


self  this  way  a  Wt— I  would  have  youc 

leaned  over  the  taffivil,  while  Bunce  wfaiapercd  vwttb 
morf aeriouaneas  than  he  usually  showed,  lam  aoaty 
for  thia  honeat  old  heart  of  Norway  pine— blight  xa^e 
if  I  am  not— and  for  the  daughters  too— be6id«.r,  j 
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bfie  my  own  reaKfU  for  beftiending  one  of  them.  I 
an  be  a  wild  fellow  wiili  a  willing  lasB  of  the  game ; 
bgt  to  such  decent  and  innocent  ereature*-d— n  nie» 
[«D  Sdpio  at  Numantia,  and  Alexander  in  the  tent 
if  Darius.  You  remember  how  I  touch  off  Alezaa- 
iaT*  (here  he  started  into  heroics.) 

*  "Thw  fhrnn  the  fniv«  1  rim  to  save  my  love ; 
All  draw  roarswordtf.  with  wingi  of  lUttttnins  not*. 
WIma  I  rush  on,  aare  doim  will  dmro  to  «tay— 
Tit  tfWMljr  calls,  and  ftorr  allows  tlie  wa/.'  '* 

Olaod  Halcro  failed  not  to  bestow  tlie  necessary 
nmmendations  on  his  declamation,  declaring,  that, 
ii  his  opinion  as  an  honest  man,  he  had  always 
ihoii)dit  Mr.  Altamont*s  giving  that  speech  far  supe- 
Dorm  tcyie  and  energy  to  Bettcrton. 
Imoe^  or  Altamont,  wrung  his  hand  tenderly.  "Ah, 
m  flatter  me,  my  dear  friend,"  he  said ;  "yet.  why 
bd  not  the  poblic  some  df  your  judgment !— I  should 
Ml  then  hare  been  at  this  pass.  Heaven  knows, 
Wf  dear  Mr.  Halcro— Heaven  knows  with  what 
Msare  I  could  kepp  you  on  board  with  me,  just  that 
tttisbt  hare  ond  friend  who  loves  as  much  to  hear, 
mlm  to  recite,  the  choicest  pieces  of  our  finest  dra- 
riBtie  authors.  The  most  of  us  are  boasts— and,  for 
(ke  Kiikwall  hostage  yonder,  he  uses  me,  egad,  as  I 
■e  Fie(cher,  1  think,  and  huffs  me  the  more,  the 
nore  I  do  for  him.  But  how  delightful  it  would  be  in 
tftgpie  night,  when  the  ship  was  hanging  on  the 
in^  with  a  broad  and  steady  sail,  for  me  to  re- 
•m  Alexander,  with  you  for  my  pit,  bdx,  and  gal- 
wft  Nay,  (for  you  are  a  follower  of  the  muaes^  as  I 
nwoiber,)  who  knows  but  yon  and  I  might  be  the 
neaaof  mspiring,  like  Orpheus  and  Euryatce,  a  pare 
ttMekto  oar  companions,  and  softening  their  man- 
iMLTAale  we  excited  their  better  feelings'?" 
Tn«lB  spoken  with  so  much  unction,  that  Claud 
Hibaftegan  to  be  afraid  he  had  both  made  the 
>  Mttdponch  oyer  potent,  and  mixed  too  manv  be- 
rt(WBj5  mgredients  in  the  cup  of  flattery  which  he 
W  tdministenkl;  and  that,  under  the  infhience  of 
Ml  potions,  the  aentimental  pirate  might  detain 
I  a  by  force,  merely  to  realize  the  scenes  which  his 
ttHginaUon  presented.  The  conjuncture  wa^  how- 
gir,  too  dehcate  to  admit  of  any  active  eflort,  on 
Udcroi'a  part,  to  redeem  his  blunder,  and  therefore 
•  only  retnmed  the  tender  pressure  of  his  friend's 
■ad,  and  uttered  the  interjection  "alas!"  in  as  pa- 
wtic  a  lone  as  he  could. 
Bonce  immediately  resumed  :  "You  arc  right,  my 
nieod,  these  are  but  vain  visions  of  felicity,  and  it 
wuns  but  for  die  unhappy  Altamont  to  serve  the 
wod  to  whom  he  is  now  to  bid  farewell.  I  have 
Jetennin«i  to  put  you  and  the  two  girls  ashore,  with 
Fkteher  for  your  protection :  and  so  call  up  the 
yMne  women,  and  let  them  begone  before  the  devil 
gt  aboard  of  me,  or  of  some  one  else.  Vou  will 
gffy  my  letter  to  the  magistrates,  and  second  it  with 
fw  own  ekxtueaofe  and  assure  them,  that  if  they 
nrt  wt  one  hair  of  Cleveland's  head,  there  wiU  be 
■awvil  to  pay,  and  no  pilch  hot'* 
-■wjjwd  St  heart  by  this  unexpected  termination  of 
ggcra  harangue,  Halcro  descended  the  companion 
jK«r  two  steps  at  a  time,  and  knocking  at  the  cabin 
jwvcoald  scarce  find  intelligible  language  enough 
P#g  his  errand.  The  sisters  hearing,  with  unex- 
JJjd  .wy,  that  they  were  to  be  set  ashore,  muffled 
JJBwvca  in  their  cloaks,  and,  when  they  learned 


I  fcJrf the  pirate. 

l^Jc  will  remain  with  him  at  every  risk,"  said 

IHJJ^  we  may  be  of  some  assistance  to  him,  were 

f  «5r   L  "  instant— we  will  live  and  die  with  him !" 

^WeshaB  aid  him  more  surely,"  said  Brenda.  who 

JPS^'Wted  the  nature  of  their  situation  better 

?"«mria,  "by  interesting  the  people  of  Jflrkwall 

^ijw  tneae  Rcntlemen's  demands.'*^ 

H^wen  Uke  an  angel  of  sense  and  beauty,"  saki 

Jgjt    and  now  away  with  vou;  for,  d— n  me,  il 

SrJL^^  l*e  having  a  lighted  linstock  in  the  oow- 

■i*???"""  y*J"  speak  another  word  more,  confound 

JJ«,|  know  how  1  shall  bring  myself  to  part  with 


"Oo,  in  God's  name,  mv  dadghfer8,"6aid  Hagnni. 
"  1  am  in  God^s  band ;  and  when  you  are  gone  I  shall 
care  little  for  mvsdf— and  I  shall  think  and  say,  as 
long  as  I  hve,  that  this  good  gentleman  deserves  a 
better  trade.— Go«-go— away  with  you  T*— for  they 
yet  lingered  in  rebictance  to  leave  him. 

*'Stay  not  to  kiss,"  said  Bunce,  "for-fear  I  be 
tempted  to  ask  myj  share.  Into  the  boat  with  you— 
yet  stop  an  instant.'*  He  drew  the  three  captives 
apart-"  Fletcher."  said  he,  "  will  answer  for  the  rest  j 
of  the  fellows,  and  will  see  you  safe  off  the  sea-beach. 
But  how  to  answer  for  Fletcher,  I  know  not,  except 
by  trusting  Mr.  Halcro  with  this  little  guarantee.'* 

He  offered  the  minstrel  a  small  double-barrelled 
pistol,  which,  he  said,  was  loaded  with  a  brace  of 
balls.  Minna  observed  Halcro's  hand  tremble  as  he 
stretched  it  out  to, take  the  weapon.  "  Give  it  lo  me, 
sir,"  she  said,  taking  it  from  the  outlaw ;  **and  trust 
to  me  for  defending  my  sister  and  myself." 

"Bravo,  bravo r  snouted  Bunce.  "There  spoke 
«  wench  worthy  of  Cleveland,  the  King  of  Rovers  f* 

"Cleveland !  repeated  Minna,  "do  you  then  know 
that  Cleveland,  whom  you  have  twice  named  7" 

"Know  him!  Is  there  a  man  alive,"  said  Bunoe. 
"  that  knows  better  than  1  do  the  best  and  stoutest 
fellow  ever  stQ)ped  betwixt  stem  and  stern  ?  When 
he  is  out  of  the  bilboes,  as  please  Heaven  he  shall 
soon  be,  I  reckon  to  see  you  come  on  board  of  us.  and 
reign  the  queen  of  every  sea  we  sail  over.— You  have 
got  the  little  guardian :  I  suppose  you  know  how  to 
use  it  1  If  Fletcher  behaves  lU  to  you,  you  need  only 
draw  up  this  piece  of  iron  with  your  thumb,  so— ana 
if  he  persists,  it  is  but  crooking  vour  pretty  forefinger 
thus,  and  I  snail  lose  the  most  dutiful  messmate  that 
ever  man  had-^though,  d— n  the  dog,  he  will  deserve 
his  death  if  he  disobeys  my  orders.  And  now,  into 
the  boat— but  stay,  one  kiss  for  Cleveland's  sake." 

Brunda.  in  deaoly  terror,  endured  hi^  courtesy,  but 
Minna,  stepping  back  with  disdain,  offered  her  hand. 
Bunce  laughed,  but  kissed,  with  a  theatrical  air,  the 
fair  hand  which  she  extended  as  a  runsom  for  her 
lips,  and  at  Icnqth  the  sisters  and  Halcro  were  placed 
in  the  boat,  which  rowed  off  under  Fletcher's  cofn- 
mnnd. 

Bunce  stood  on  the  quarter-deck,  sollloauising  after 
the  manner  of  his  original  profession.  "  "Were  thia 
told  at  Port-Royal  now,  or  at  the  isle  of  Providence?, 
or  in  the  Pctita  Guavc».  I  wonder  what  they  would 
say  of  me !  Why,  that  I  was  a  good-natured  milk- 
sop—a  Jack-a-Ient— an  ass.— Well,  let,  them.  I  Iiavo 
done  enough  of  had  to  think  about  it ;  it  is  worth 
while  doing  one  good  action,  if  it  were  but  for  the 
ranty  of  the  thing,  and  to  p4^  one  in  good  hunK>ur 
with  one's  self."    Then  turning  to  Magnus  Troil,  ho 

proceeded—"  By these  are  bonnroba^,   these 

daughters  of  yours  I  The  eldest  would  make  her 
fortune  on  the  London  boards.  What  a  dashing 
altitude  the  wench  bad  with  her,  as  she  seized  the 
pistol !— d— n  me.  that  touch  would  have  brought  the 
house  down  1  What  a  Roxalana  the  jade  would  have 
made!"  (for,  in  his  oratory,  Bunce,  like  Sancho's 
gossip,  Thomas  Cecial,  was  apt  to  use  the  most  ener- 
getic word  which  came  to  hand,  without  accurauly 
considering  its  propriety.)  "I  would  give  my  share  of 
the  next  prize  but  to  hear  her  spout— 

'  Awajr,  befooe,  and  five  a  wiiirtwind  ronm. 
Or  I  will  blow  fou  up  like  duit— A^auntt 
Madnem  but  meanly  rpprcMnts  my  rofa.' 

And  then,  again,  that  liltle^  soft,  shy,  tearful  trembler, 
for  Statira,  to  hear  her  rocite— 

'  Ho  iipeaki  the  kindest  wordi.  and  looks  raeh  thinf  a. 
Vows  with  0ucli  panion,  awoan  witli  mi  imiRh  gnMS, 
That  'tis  a  kind  of  lioavoo  lo  tw  detudod  by  iiim.' 

What  a  piny  we  might  have  run  up !— I  was  a  beast 
not  to  think  of  it  before  I  sent  them  olT-I  to  m. 
Alexander— Claud  Halcro,  Lysimachus— this  old  gori- 
tlernan  might  have  made  a  Clyius,  lor  a  pinch.  I  was 
an  idiot  not  to  think  of  it !" 

Thei«  was  much  in  thiseifusion  which  might  have 
displeased  the  Udnller;  but,  to  speak  truth,  he  paid 
uo  attention  to  it.  His  eye,  and,  finally,  his  «py-ginss 
were  employed  in  watciiing  the  return  of  his  daugh- 
ters to  the  shore.  He  saw  them  land  on  ihe  beucit, 
and  Bccompamed  hi  Ualcro,  aiiu  another   mut. 
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(Flatcher,  doubtleaa,)  ke  saw  them  ascend  the  acch- 
Tity,  and  proceed  upon  the  road  to  Kirkwall ;  and, he 
coold  even  distinguish  that  Minna,  aa  if  conaidennK 
heraeLf  aa  the  guardian  of  the  party,  walked  a  little 
aloof  from  the  rest,  on  the  watch,  aa  i^  seemed,  againat 
surprise^  and  ready  to  act  aa  occasion  should  reouire. 
At  length,  «s  the  Udaller  was  just  about  to  loose 
i^t  of  them,  he  had  the  exquisite  satisfaction  to  see 
the  party  halt,  and  the  pirate  leave  them,  after  a  space 
just  loiig  enough  for  a  civil  farewell^  and  proceed 
slowly  back,  on  his  return  to  the  beach.  Blessing 
the  Cheat  Being  who  had  thus  relieved  him  from  the 
most  agonizing  fears  which  a  father  can  feel,  the 
worthyUdaller.  from  that  insunt.  stood  resigaed  to 
'  bu  own  fate,  whatever  that  might  Ve. 


CHAPTER  XXXVII. 

Over  the  mountains  and  under  the  wavci. 
Over  the  fuuntaim  and  under  the  gnm, 
Ovfir  floods  that  are  deepest, 

Which  Neptune  ober. 
Over  rocka  that  an  uteepeft, 
Love  wiU  find  out  the  waj.— OU  Bong, 

Thb  parting  of  Fletcher  from  Claud  Halcro  and 
the  sisters  ot  Burgh-Westra,  on  the  spot  where  it 
took  place;  was  partly  occasioned  by  a  small  party  of 
armed  men  being  seen  at  a  distance  in  the  act  of  ad- 
vancing from  Kirkwall,  an  apparition  hidden  from 
the  Udaller's  spy-glass  by  the  swell  of  the  g;round, 
but  quite  visible  to  the  pirate,  whom  it  determined  to 
consult  his  own  safety  by  a  speedy  return  In  his  boat 
He  was  just  turning  away)  when  Minna  occasioned 
the  short  delay  which  her  ntther  had  observed. 

"Stop,'*  she  said;  "I  command  you  1— Tell  your 
leader  from  me,  that  whatever  the  answer  may  be 
from  Kirkwall,  he  shall  carry  his  vessel,  nevertheless, 
round  to  Stromness;  and,  being  anchored  there,  let 
him  send  a  boat  ashors  for  Captain  Cleveland  when 
he  shall  see  a  smoke  on  the  Bridge  of  Broissnr.'' 

Fletcher  had  thought,  like  his  messmate  Bimco,  of 
asking  a  kiss,  at  least,  for  the  trouble  of  escorting 
these heautiful  young  women;  and  perhaps,  neither 
the  torror  of  the  approaching  Kirkwall  men,  nor  of 
Minna's  weapon,  might  have  prevented  his  being  in- 
solent But  the  name  of  his  Captain,  and,  still  more, 
the  unappalled.  dignified,  and  commanding  manner 
of  Minna  TroiL  overawed  him.  He  made  a  aea  bow, 
—promised  to  keep  a  aharp  look  out,  and,  returning 
to  his  boat,  went  on  board  whh  his  message. 

As  Halcro  and  the  sisters  advanced  towards  the 
party  whom  they  saw  on  the  Kirkwall  road,  and  who, 
on  their  part,  had  haHed  as  if  to  observe  them, 
Breuda,  relieved  from  the  fears  of  Fletcher's  presence, 
which  had  hitherto  kept  her  silenL  exclaimed,  "Mer- 
ciful Heaven !— Minna,  in  what  hands  have  we  left 
oar  dear  father  7" 

"In  the  hands  of  brave  men,"  said  Minna,  steadily 
—"I  fear  not  for  him." 

"Xs  brave  as  you  please,"  said  Claud  Halcro,  "but 
very  dangerous  rogues  for  tA[  that.— I  know  that  fel- 
low Altamont,  as  be  calls  himself  though  that  is  not 
his  right  name  neither,  as  deboshed  a  dog  as  ever 
made  a  bam  ring  with  blood  and  blank  verse.  He 
began  with  Barnewall,  and  every  body  thought  he 
would  end  with  the  gallows,  like  the  last  scene  in 
Venice  Preserved.*' 

*'Il  matters  not,"  sakl  Minna— "the  wilder  the, 
waves  the  more  powerful  is  the  voioe  that  rules  them. 
The  name  alone  of  Cleveland  ruled  the  mood  of  the 
fiercest  amongst  them." 

"  I  am  sorry  for  Cleveland,"  said  Brenda,  "  if  such 
are  his  companions,— but  I  carelittje  for  him  ui  com- 
parison to  my  father." 

"  Reserve  yoiu'  compassion  for  those  who  need  it," 
said  Minna,  "  and  fear  nothing  for  our  father.— God 
knowa,  every  silver  hair  on  his  head  is  to  me  worth 
the  treasure  of  an  unsunned  mine ;  but  1  know  that 
ne  is  safe  while  in  yonder  vessel,  and  1  know  that  he 
will  be  soon  safe  on  shor&" 

''X  would  I  could  see  it,"  said  Claud  Halcro:  **but 
I  tear  the  Kirkwall  people,  supposing  Cleveland  to  be 
such  as  I  dr^ad.  will  not  dare  to  exchange  him  against 


the  Udaller.  ThaSoottjMVS'MryMirsnUwtagUMt 
theft-boot,  as  they  can  It"  ,,  ,         ^,    „ 

"  But  who  are  those  on  (be  rcwd  before  asf  wd 
Brenda ;  *'  and  why  do  they  halt  tbare  so  JsakMUhf 

"  They  are  a  patrol  of  the  militia,"  answered  Hal- 
cro. "  Glorious  John  touches  them  off  a  little  ihaiply, 
—but  then  John  was  a  Jacobite,— 

*  ICovths  witbottt  hands,  sBaintalo'd  at  vast  apiaa^ 
In  peaoea  ehafie,  in  war  a  weak  defcnee : 
Biout  oiiee  a-noonth,  they  march,  a  bioeiafiaf  band, 
And  ever,  but  in  time  of  need,  at  hand.* 

I  fancy  diey  halted  hist  now.  taking  us,  as  ther  nw 
us  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  for  a  party  of  the  Mop  « 
inen,  and  now  they  can  distingmab  that  yw  war . 
petticoats,  they  are  movmg  on  again." 

Th<v  came  on  accordingly,  and  proved  tbK,m 
ClaudHaicrohad  suggested,  a  patrorsent  outto  wiieh  ] 
the  motions  of  the  pirates^  and  to  prevent  tbdlll*  j 
tempting  descents  to  damage  the  country. 

They  heartily  congratulated  Claud  Halcro,  im)  ni : 
,well  known  to  more  than  one  of  them,  upon  hu  «!• 
care  from  captivity ;  and  the  commander  of  oieM 
while  offeriiig  every  assistance  to  the  ladies,  coott^l 
help  condoling  with  them  on  the  orcumstaoMK 
which  their  father  stood,  hinting,  though  in  a  dM 
and  doubtfiil  manner,  the  difficulties  which  nifftll 
m  the  way  of  his  Uberation.  .    , 

When  they  arrived  at  Kirkwall,  and  obtauMd  ai 
audience  of  the  Provost,  and  pne  or  two  .of  the.^ 
gistrates,  these  difficultie|^  were  more  olainly  wgm 
upon.—"  The  Halcyon  frigate  is  upon  the  couit  m 
the  Provost:  "she  was  seen  ofTDancansbav-M 
and.  though  I  have  the  deepest  respect  for  Mr.  IM 
of  Burgh-Westra^  yet  I  shall  be  answerable  to  Mi 


1  release  from  prison  the  Captain  of  this  loaugm 
vessel,  on  account  of  the  safety  of  any  mdivifw 
who  may  be  unhappily  endangered  by  his  detealf^ 
This  man  is  now  known  to  be  the  heart  and  mM, 
these  buccaniers,  and  am  I  at  liberty  to  send  li^ 
aboard,  that  he  may  plunder  the  coimtry,  or  P«w 
go  fight  the  King's  ship  7— for  he  has  impudeier 
enough  for  any  thing."  .  ^ 

*' Cmtragc  enough  for  any  thing,  yoa,mMn,w' 
Provost,"  said  Minna,  unable  to  restrain  hff  ^ 
pleasure.  ^    _,,  \ 

"Why,  you  may  call  it  as  you  please,  MiwTn* 
said  the  worthy  Magistrate ;  "  but,  in  my.  aWi 
that  sort  of  courage  which  proposes  to  fight  «w 
against  twv,  is  HtUe  better  than  a  kind  of  (xaeiiw 
imphdence.  *  '  , . 

*^But  our  father  1"  said  Brenda,  in  a  ton«olw 
most  earnest  entreaty-"  our  father— %he  fnend,li"J 
say  the  father,  of  his  country— to  whotn  m  Btffll 
look  for  kindness,  and  so  many  for  actutu  wtVf^"  ., 
whose  loss  would  be  the  extmction  of  a  beacoa  ift  ^ 
storm— will  you  indeed  weigh  the  risk  which  tonW 
against  such  a  trifling  thing  as  letting  anunfortaow 
man  from  prison,  to  seek  his  unhappy  UM  flt^ , 
where  7" 

"  Miss  Brenda  is  right,"  said  Claud  Halcro ;  "  I»» 
for  a  let-a-be  for  let-a-b&  as  the  boys  say  \  aw  ntw ; 
fash  about  a  warrant  of  liberation,  Provost,  wtw; 
take  a  fool's  counsel  and  let  the  goodman  of  H )i|^ 
forget  to  draw  his  bolt  on  the  wicket,  or  le*y* '5ilr 
of  a  window  open,  or  the  like,  and  we  shall  be  Wi 
the  rover,  and  have  the  one  best  honest  fc}^*52S' 
ney  or  Zetland  on  the  lee-side  of  a  bowl  of  punch  w*- 
US  in  fiv;e  hours."  ^ 

The  provost  replied  in  nearly  the  same  pug  " 
before,  that  he  had  the  highest  respect  for  Mr-,  *5- 
nus  Troil  of  Burgh-Westra,  but  Utat  he  opcM  g 


and  sarcastic  displeasure.— "You  fbiget,"!!!*** 
"  Brenda,  that  you  are  talking  of  the  saJetir  «  J' 
poor  m«ignificant  Udaller  of  Zetland,,  to  n<>J*"iJ 
person  than  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  m^li<*^ 
of  Orkney— can  you  expect  so  peat  a  person  to  cw- 
descend  to  such  a-  trifling  subject  of  consideritwoj 
It  will  be  time  enough  for  the  Provost  to  ihmk  w  W 
plying  with  the  terms  sent  to  him— for  comply  w» 
them  at  length  he  both  must  and  wili-wbea  t» 
Chitfch  of  Saint  Magnus  i^heatdown  about  bisesA 


sxxm-i 


ns  Riunv* 


« 


I  J  ^^"  j"^  **  *Wr  with  m  my  pjgttr  young 
jady,"  aaid  the  fljood-hunioiirfld  PiovMt  Toife.  *'hut 
1  cannot  be  oflendad  with  yoo.  The  Ciiureh  or  Saint 
Jla^its  hM  ilood  many  a  day,  and,  I  think,  will 
outUTe  both  yoa  and  me.  much  more  yonder  packrof 
oniiwiaed  dogs.  And  beaidea  that  your  father  i«  half 
an  Orkneyman,  and  haa  botlf  estate  and  frieoda 
among  as,  I  would,  I  give  yon  my  word,  do  aa  much 
lor  a  Zdtlander  in  diatresa  aa  I  would  lor  any  one^ 
eKonting  one  of  our  own  native  KirkMrallera,  who 
•re  doubtieav  to  be  preferred.  And  if  yon  will  take  up 
your  lodginga  herewith  my  wife  and  myaelf,  we  wilt 
endeavour  to  show  you."  eontinued  he,  '^  that  you  are 
aa  welcome  m  Kirkwall,  aa  ever  yoa  could  be  in  Ler- 
wick, or  Scalloway." 

.  Uixina  deigned  no  rep^  to  this  good-homoured 
mviiaiioa,  but  Brenda  declmedit  in  civil  terma,  plead- 
jag  UM  necessity  t>f  takinff  up  their  abode  with  a 
wenlthy  wkiow^of  KiikwaO,a  islstion,  who  already 


of  piibhe  resort,  codscioiw  tb«t  ha  wss  the  sb^  of 
a  nixed  feeling  of  curiosity  And  teiror.  His  favourila 
place  of  exercise,  therefore,  was  the  external  aisles  of 


the  Cathedral  oT^aint  JMagnus.  of  which  the  eastern 
public 

,  ,  .. ng  es* _ 

attended  the  first  convulsiona  of  the  Reformation, 


end  alone  is  fitted  up,  for 
aolsmn  old  edifice,  havini 


public  worship.     This 
escaped  the  ravage  whicn 


, J  made  another  attsmpi  to  move  the  Psovoet, 

bu  fimod  him  inexorable.—^  The  Collector  of  the 
Customs  had  already  threatened,"  he  said,  **  to  inform 
•gaiitst  him  for  entering  into  treaty,  or,  as  he  called 
It.  packing  and  peelkig  with  those  stnuigsrs,  even 
Mm  It  8Bem«t  theonlymeansof  piseventing  abkxAly 
afiray  m  the  town  t  and,  should  he  now  forsgo  the 
advajiti^gpeafibided  by  the  imprisonment  of  ClevelaBd 
•nd  the  escane of  the  Factoivhe might  incur  aome- 
^lUn^^worse  than  censure.'*  The  bui^  of  the  whole 
m$M,  ^  thai  he  waa  aorry  for  the  Udaller,  he  vaa  aoivy 
mm  fiMT  the  lad  Clevslandy  who  had  aome  sparks  of 
isasv  about  him  i  but  bis  duty  wss  knperious,  and 
mm  be  obeyed."  The  Provost  then  precluded  farther 
MMent,  by  observing,  that  another  affair  fiom  aSet- 
•MUaiUedAr  his  immediate  attention.  Agentkunan 
Masd  Hertoutt,  reaidiiw  at  Jarlsho^  had  made 
anphunt  agamat  Saatlstoot  the  Jagser,  for  having 
—■lira  a domea&cof  hia in embezsding some  valu- 
■aMs  articles  which  had  been  depoaited  in  his  cuatody, 
•and  he  was  about  to  take  exasBinationaon  the  auo- 
jeet,  and  cause  them  to  be  restored  to  Mr.  Mertoon, 
who  was  aooooniable  for  them  to  the  right  owner. 

In  aU  this  information,  thero  was  nothmr  which 
seemed  interesting  to  thesiitera  excepting  the  word 
•Mertoun.  which  want  like  a  dagger  to  the  heart  of 
Mmna,  when  she  reeoUected  the  circumstancss  under 
%fhieh  Moidsant  Mertouisi  had  disappeared,  and 
which,  with  an  emotion  less  psinfoL  thoogh  stHl  of 
a  meiandioly  nature,  called  a  faint  bluah  into  Bren- 
da'a  cheek,  and  a  alight  degree  of  moirone  into  her 
efa  Bat  it  was  soon  evident  that  the  Magisnato 
spoke  not  of  Monkunt,  but  of  his  father  ^  and  the 
daaghters  of  Magiraa,  little  interested  in  his  detail, 
look  leave  of  the  Piovost  to  go  to  their  own  lodg- 

vVhen  Choy  amvedat  their  retation's,  Minna  made 
it  faor  bosineSB  to  lasm,  by  such  inquhries  aa  she  could 
make  without  exciting  suspicioa,  what  was  the  situs- 
rioa  of  the  unlbrtttnate  Cleveland,  which  she  soon 
disoovered  to  be  exeeedinghr  nacanous.  Ths  Provost 
-  had  DOC,  indeed,  committed  him  to  close  custody,  as 
Claud  Halcro  had  anticipated,  recoUectinA  perhaps, 
the  fiivonrable  ciicurostDncss  under  which  he  had 
sarrendered  binseli^  and  k>atk.  till  the  moment  of  the 
hut  necessity,  altogether  to  bresk  fiitth  with  him. 
Bar  althou«i:h  left- apparently  at  large,  he  waa  strictly 
wasehediay  persons  well  armed  ana  appoiated  for  the 
rpanose,  who  had  directions  to  detain  him  by  ibroe, 
^he  attempted  to  pass  oertaia  narrow  precincts 
friiidi  were  aiktied  to  bim.  He  -was  auartered  m  a 
«nrag  room  within  what  is  caUed  the  Kmg'a  OBstle, 
'«■!  at  Bight  his  chamber  door.waak>died  on  the  oat- 
'Side,  and  a  aoficieiit  guard  mounted  to  prevent  bis 
He  therefore  eiqoyed  only  the  degree  of 


Aerty  whic^  the  cat,  m  hor  cruel  sport,  is  sometimes 
use  whi 


lleasBd  to  permit  to  the  mouse  woieh  she  has 
Wehed ;  and  yst,  aash  was  the  terror  of  the  re- 
Mtroen,  the  courage,  and  ferocity  Of  the  pirate  Cap- 
tan,  that  the  Provost  was  blsmed  by  the  Collector, 
and  many  other  aase  citizens  of  Knkwall,  for  p«r- 
ittttbig  kim  to  be  atiaige  upon  any  conditiona. 
It  nay  be  weU  believed,  that,  under  such  dream- 
devslaiMl  had  n<»4Mre  to  saskaorplaoe' 


still  retains  some  sppesrance  of  episcopal  digniqr. 
This  place  of  worshq)  is  separated  by  a  screen  firom 
the  nave  and  western  limb  of  the  cross,  and  the 
whole  is  preserved  in  a  atate  of  cleanliness  and 
decency,  which  might  be  well  proposed  aa  an  ex- 
ample to  the  proud  piles  of  Westminster  and  8t. 
Paul's. 

It  was  m  this  exterior  pert  of  the  Cathedral  that 
Cleveland  waa  permitted  to  walk,  the  rather  that  hjs 
guards  by  watching  the  single  open  entrattc&  had 
the  means,  with  very  little  inconvenience  lo  them- 
selves, of  j>revsnting  any  'poMible  attempt  at  escape. 
The  plaee  itaelf  was  well  suited  to  his  melancha^ 
circumstances.  The  lefty  and  vaulted  roof  nses  u|*hi 
ranges  of  Saxon  pillars,  of  massivesiae^  four  of  which, 
still  liirger  than  the  rest,  once  supported,  the  loAy 
spire,  which,  )ong  since  destroyed  oy  accident,  has 
been  rebuilt  upon  a  dieproportioncd  and  truncated 
plan.  The  light  is  admitted  at  the  eaatera  end 
through  a  lofty,  well-iiroportioned,  and  richly-oina- 
mentod  Gothic  window ;  and  the  pavement  ie  cover- 
ed with  inscriptions,  in  diflerent  languagea.  dwlui- 
guiahing  the  graves  olaioble  Orcadians,  who  nave  at 
diflerent  times  been  deposited  within  the  saered  pis- 
cine ts. 

Here  wsHced  Cleveland,  rawing  over  the  evsnli 
of  a  misspent  life,  which,  it  seemed  probable,  mint 
be  brought  to  a  violent  and  ahanwful  dose,  while  ne 
was  yet  m  the  prime  of  youth.— "  With  these  dead," 
he  eaid,  looking  on  the  pavement,  "  shsll  I  soon  be 
numbered— but  no  holy  man  will  epeak  a  blessing  i 
no  friendly  hand  register  an  inscription ;  no  proad 
descendant  sculpture  armorial  bearings  ovsr  the 
grave  of  the  pirate  Cleveland.  My  whiteaing  bones 
will  swing  in  the  gibbet-jrons,  on  some  wild  beach  ar 
lonely  cape,  that  will  be  estesmed  fotai  and  aeeurssd 
for  mv  sake.  The  old  mariner,  aa  he  passes  ths 
Sound,  will  shake  hia  head,  and  tell  of  my  name  and 


actions,  aa  a  warning  to  hisyeonger  oororsdss.— But, 
una  I  Minna  !**wiiat  will  be  thy  thoughta  when 
the  news  reaches  thee?— Would  to  God  the  tidings 
were  drowned  in  the  dee^pest  whirlpool  betwixt  Kirk- 


wsll  and  Burgh-Westrs,  ere  they  came  to  her  ear  !^ 
and  0 1  would  so  Heaven  thatwe  had  itever  met,  i ' 


we  never  can  meet  again ! ' 

He  lifted  bp  his  eves  as  he  spoke,  and  Minna  Trail 
stood  before  him.  Her  fisce  was  psle,  and  her  bait 
dishevelled ;  bat  her  look  was  composed  and  firm, 
vrith  ita  usual  expression  of  hish-imnded  melai|chol|u 
She  waa  still  shrouded  ib  the Taiae mantle  whieh«ke 
had  assumed  on  leaving  the  vessel.  GlevelandV  int 
emotion  was  astonishment;  his  nest  was  joy,  not 
unmixed  with  awa  He  woakl  have  exelaamed— he 
wouM  have  thrown  himself  st  her  feet— ^iit  she 
imposed  at  once  silence  and  composure  on  hinm.liy 
raising  htfr  finger,  and  laying,  in  a  kiw  butcoasmano- 
ing  aocent,~-''^Be  cautious— we  are  observed— thefs 
are  men  withont— they  Jet  me  enter  with  diOculty. 
I  dare  not  reamin  long— they  woifld  think— ihsy 
might  believe-^,  Cleveland  1 1  have  hasardad  svsiy 
thing  to  save  you!" 

**To  aave  ms'7^A2aal  poor  Mkuiar  aaswersd 
Cleveland,  Vto  save  me  is  impossible.— Enoiub  that 
I  have  seen  you  once  mors,  were  it  boi  lo  Bay,forever 
fiirewell  I"  -^    ^ 

"  We  must  indeed  aay  foraweU,**  aaid  Minaa  ;  **  for 
fate,  and  your  guiU,  have  divuled  ns  for  ever.*- 
Clevelsnd,  I  have  seen  youi assocMies— needl  tefl  yov 
more— need  I  say,  that  I  know  now  what  a  pirMe  is  r 

"  Yon  have  been  ib  the  raffiaas' power  T  said 
Cleveland,  with  a  start  of  i«ony— *'I)id  ibsypie- 

"Clevelsnd,"  replied  Minna, ''they  presumed  nothiAg 

>your  name  wss  a  speil  over  them.    By  the  power 

of  that  spell  over  these  ferocMHis  baoditu,  sad  by  that 

alone,  1  was  reminded  of  ths  qoshtiss  1  onre  uu>ught 

myClevelsnd'sr*      _ 
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"Tr«fc"  08id  Cleveland,  prowiJy,  "ray  nam*  Ims 
and  shall  have  power  over  them,  when  they  an  at 
the  wildest;  and,  had  they  harniM  yoir  by  one  fvde 
word,  they  should  have  fottnd— Tet  what  do  I  rave 
about— I  am  a  prisoner!" 

**  Yoa  shall  be-  so  no  longer,"  said  Minna—''  V^onr 
aafetx—the  safety  of  my  dear  father-all  demand 
your  instant  freedom.  1  nave  formed  a  scheme  foi 
yoor  liberty,  which,  boldly  executed,  cannot  (ail.  The 
light  ii  fading  without—muffle  yourself  in  my  cloak, 
aiid  you  will  easily  pass  the  guards— I  have  given 
them  the  means  or  carousing,  and  they  are  deeply 
engaged.  Haste  to  the-  Loch  of  Stennis,  and  hide 
yourself  till  day  dawns;  then  make  a  snioke  on  the 
pphnt,  where  the  land,  stretching  into  the  lake  on  each 
■de,  divides  it  nearly  in  two  at  the  Bridge  of  Brois- 
gar.  Your  vessel,  which  lies  not  far  distant,  will 
aand  a  boat  ashore.— Do  not  hesitate  an  instant!** 

'^Bnt  jrou,  Minna  I— Should  this  wild  scheme 
sooceed,*'^  said  Cleveland,  **what  is  to  become  of 
yoor 

**  For  my  share  in  your  escape,"  answoed  the 
raaiden,  **the  honesty  of  my  own  intention  will  vin- 
dkate  me  in  the  sight  of  Heav«n ;  and  the  safety  of 
my  father,  whose  nte  depends  on  yours,  will  be  my 
«xcttM  to  man." 

In  a  few  words,  she  gave  him  the  history  of  then* 
capture^  and  its  conseouenoes.  Cleveland  caat  up  his 
eyes  and  raised  up  his  hands  to  Heaven,  in  thankful- 
liese  for  the  escape  of  the  siMera  fhim  his  evil  com- 
IMAMns.  and  ihen  hastily  added,— "But  yon  are 
right,  Minna ;  I  must  fly  at  all  rales— for  your  ikther^ 
sake -I  must  fly.^Here,  then,  we  part-^et  not,  I 
liust,  for  ever." 

*'  For  ever!"  answered  a  voice,  that  sounded  as 
from  a  sepulchral  vault.  * 

They  started,  looked  amund'  them,  and  then  gased 
an  each  other.  It  seemed  as  if  the  echoes  of  the 
building  had  returned  Cleveland's  last  word^  but  the 
pionnnciation  was  too  emphatically  accented. 

*"  Ves,  for  everf  sakl  Norna  of  the  Fitful-head, 
stopping  forward  from  behind  one  of  the  massive 
Saxon  pillars  which  anpport  the  roof  of  the  Cathe^ 
4n).  **  Hero  meet  the  crimson  foot  and  the  crimson 
hand.  Well  for  both  that  the  wouhd  is  healed  whence 
that  crimson  was  derired— well  for  both,  but  beet  for 
him  who  shed  it— Here,  then,  you  Bieet— and  meet 
for  Che  last  time  P 

**  Not  so,"  jnkl  Cleveland,  aa  if  about  to  take  Min- 
na's hand ;  **  to  separate  me  from  -  Minna,  while  I 
have  tifo,  moat  be  the  woik  of  herself  alone.^* 

**  Awax  !"  said  Noms,  stepping  betwixt  them<^ 
'*  away  with  such  idle  foUy !— Notmah  no  vain  dreams 
of  fiiioro  meeting*— you  part  here,  and  you  pan  tot 
ever.  The  hawk  pairs  not  with  the  dove;  guilt 
matches  not  with.innooenoe.— Mmna  Troii,  you  look 
for  the  last  time  on  thia  bold  and  criminal  man- 
Cleveland,  you  behold  Minna  for  the  last  time  1" 

"And  dream  you,"  ssid  Cleveland,  indignantly, 
*'  that  your  mummery  impoaes  on  me,  and  that  I  am 
among  the  fools  who  see  mon  than  trick  in  your 
4Metended  art  ?"  '     ' 

*  Forbear,  Cleveland,  forbear  I"  said  Minna,  her 
•4kereditary  awe  of  Nortia  augmented  by  the  cirv^m- 
•lanoe  of  her  sudden  appearance.  **  O,  forbear !— she 
is  powerful— she  ia  bat  too  powertW.— And  do  you, 
-O  Norna,  romembar  my  fathePa  safety  is  linked  with 
Cleveland's." 

**  And  it  is  wau  for  dereland  that  I  do  remember 
if,"  replied  the  Pythoness—**  and  that,  for  the  sake  of 
«iie,  I  am  hero  to  aid  lx><h.  You.  with  your  childish 
purpose,  of  passing  one  of  his  bulk  and  stature  under 
-the  diaguise  of  a  few  paltry  folds  of  wadmaal<7^what 
would  your  device  have  procured  him  but  instant 
Kstraitit  with  bolt  and  shackle  1—1  will  save  him— I 
will  plai«  him  in  security  on  board  his  bark.  But  let 
nfan  renounce  these  shores  for  ever,  and  carrir  else- 
■where  the  terrors  of  his  sable  flag,  and  his  yet  blacker 
name  s  for  if  the  sun  rises  twice,  and  finds  him  still 
ni  ancltor,  hisbkxxl  be  on  his  own  head.— Ay,  look  to 
each  other— look  the  last  look  that  I  permit  to  frail 
affection,— and  say,  if  fBeon  say  it,  Farewell  foreverl" 
**€lhey  her,"  atamnaered  Minna ;  **  remonstrate  not, 
»tti  obey  her." 


Cleveland,  grasping  her  hand,  and  kisBins  it  u^ 
dently,  sakl,  hut  so  k>w  that  she  only  could  hear  ii, 
"Farewell,  Minna,  but  nef  for  ever." 

"And  now,  maiden,  begone,"  8ai4  Noma,  '*aad 
leave  the  rest  to  the  Reiip-kenniir." 

**One  word  more,"  said  Miima.  "and  lobeyyoi 
Tall  me  but  if  I  have  caught  ar^^ht  your jneaning--Ii 
Mordaum  Mertoun  safe  and  recovered  7'    , 

"Recovered,  and  safe."  said  Noma;  "else  wo  to 
the  hand  chat  ahed  his  blood  !" 

Minna  slowly  sought  the  door  of  the  Cathednl, 
and  turned  back  from  time  to  time  to  kiokattlio 
shadowy  form  of  Noma,  and  dbe  ststely  and  military 
figure  of  Cleveland,  as  they  stood  together  in  tbo 
deepening  gloom  or  the  ancient  Cathedral.  Wha 
ahe  k)okea  back  a  seodnd  time  they  were  in  inotioi^ 
and  Cleveland  followed  the  matron,  as,  with  a  slow 
and  solemn  step,  she  glided  towards  one  of  the  ada 
aialea.  When  Minna  looked  back  a  third  time,  thdr 
figures  were  no  longer  visible.  She  collected  beradt 
and  walked  on  to  the  eastern  door  by  which  ahekad 
entered,  and  listened  for  an  iuMant  to  the  guard,  vte 
talked  together  on  the  outttde. 

"The  Zetland  ghl*  stays  a  long  time  widi  tt    { 
pirate  fellow."  sud  one.    "J  wish  they  hava  Mt 
more  to  speak  about  than  the  ransonuof  her  htb^ 

"Ay,  iraly,"  answered  another,  *'the  wencheawl 
have  more  sympathy  with  a  handaome  yoang  piitMt 
than  an  oM  bea-ridden  bure^er." 

Their  discourse  waa  here  in<em|>ted  by  bera 
whom  they  were  spesking ;  and,  as  if  uken  io  w 
manner,  they  palled  oflT  thar  hata,  made  th«r  awr 
ward  obeisanoea,  and  looked  not  a  little  embanuM 
and  confosed. 

Minna  returned  to  the  honse  where  she  todm 
much  affected,  yet,  on  the  whole,  pleased  with  tha 
result  of  her  expedition,  vehich  seemed  to  pot  bcr 
father  out  of  danger,',  and  assured  her  at  onoeof  im 
escape  of  Cleveland,  and  of  the  safety  of  yeunft  Mof- 
dounl.  She  haatened to  comnanmicate both  piMeaai 
intalltgenoe  to  Brenda,  who  joined  her  in  thaninn- 
neas  to  Heaven,  and  was  herself  well  nigh  penuaoeo 
to'  believe  in  Noma'a  superostural  pretenaiena  » 
rouoh  was  she  pleased,  with  the  manner  in  wvdi 
they  had  been  employea.  Some  time  was  VfB^ 
exchanging  their  mutual  congratolationB^  and  mil' 
ghng  tean  of  hope,  mixed  with  apprehensMf) ;  wMi 
at  a  late  hour  m  the  •Fining  they  were  httenvMi 
by  eland  Halcro,  who,  full  of  a  fidgeting  sorttf  » 
portanoe,  not  unminglod  with  fear,  came  to  ae^aiiit 
them,  that  fhe  prisoner,  Cleveland,  had  dmpf^ 
from  tha  Cathedral,  in  which  he  had  been  pemituv 
walk,  and  that  the  Provoat,  having  been  kiUxMt 
that  Minna  waa  acoeasaiy  to  his  fii^t,  was  oooiSiK. 
in  a  mighty  quandary,  to  make  inquiry  into  the  OJ* 
cumstances. 

When  the  worthy  Magistrate  arrived,  Mmna  djd 
not  conceal  from  him  her  own  wiah  that  CUvausd 
ahould  make  hia  eaeape,  as  the  only  mesns  wucb 
she  saw  of  redeeming  her  father  from  immmeotdtt* 
oer.  But  that  ahe  had  any  actual  accesaion  i»  j^ 
flight,  she  poaitively  denied;  and  atated,  "that am 
had  parted  from  CMevelond  in  the  Cathedral,  oioie 
than  two  houra  aince,  and  then  left  him  in  oompaof 
with  a  third  peraon.  whose  name  ahe  dkl  not  eoa- 
oeive  herself  oblioea  to  commanicata"  . 

"It  is  not  needful,  Miss  Minna  TYoil,"  answtf^ 
Provoat  Torfet  "for,  although  no  person  but  tlsa 
Captain  Cleveland  and  youroelf  was  seen  to  cM 
the  Kifk  of  St.  Magnus  this  day,  we  know  wm 
enough  that  your  cousin,  old  UHa  IVoil,  whan  yov 
Zetlanders  call  Noma  of  Fitful4iead,  hasbeen.flna|* 
ing  op  and  down,  upon  sea  and  land,  and  air,  lot 
what  I  know,  m  boats,  and  on  poniaa,  and  it  iMj[ 
be  on  broomsticks  ^  and  here  has  been  her  doati 
Draw,  too,  coming  and  going,  apd  playing  theqv^ 
every  one— and  agood  apy  heis,  for  he  can  heare^w 
thmg,  and  tells  nothing  again,  unless  to  his  mi*!^ 
And  we  know,  beskfes,  (hat  she  can  enter  the  KxR 
when  all  the  doore  are  faat,  and  has  bean  vksiunR 
more  than  once,  God  ssve  ua  from  the  Evil  Ot»r- 
and  ao,  without  farther  quastkms  aaked^  I  coocuhm 
it  waa  okl  Noma  whom  you  left  in  the  Kuk  with  tMi 
aiaslnng  blade-and»  tfao^  thay  nay  Meb  (hsn«g«o 
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(Jwt  can.— J  caaaot  bat  bot.  however,  prattyHistrcss 
MiAna,  that  yoa  Zetland  fo1k<  seem  to  forget  both 
law  and  ffoapel,  when  you  use  the  help  o(  witchcraft 
to  fetch  delinquent  out  of  a  legal  prison ;  and  the 
least  that  you,  or  your  cousin^  or  voor  fathe»r,  can  do, 
is  to  use  influence  with  this  vald  fellow  to  go  away  as 
loon  as  possible,  without  hurting  the  town  or  trade, 
lad  then  there  wilhbe  little  harm  in  what  has 
chanced ;  for,  Heaven  knows,  I  did  not  seek  the  poor 
lad's  life,  so  loould  get  nw  hands  ftee  of  him  without 
olame;  and  far  less  did  1  wish,  that  through  his  im* 
^risonment.  any  harm  should  come  to  worthy  Mag- 
AQS  TqmI  of  BuKh-Westra." 

"I  see  where  the  shoe  pinches  "you,  Mr.  ProTosL" 
sud  Claud  HalcrOi^  **  and  I  am  sure  I  can  answer  ror 
my  friend  Mr.  TroiL  as  well  as  for  mysel£  that  we 
wul  say  andv  do  all  in  our  power  with  this  man, 
Captain  Cleveland,  to  make  him  leave  the  coast  di- 
lectl?." 

"  And^I,"  said  Minna, "  am  so  convinced  that  what 
yoa  recommend  is  best  for  all  parties,  thdt  my  sister 
and  I  will  set  on  early  to-morrow  morning  to  the 
House  of  Stennia,  if  Mr.  Halcro  will  give  us  his 
eacor^  to  receive  my  father  when  he  comes  ashore^ 
tbat  we  may  acquaint  him  with  your  wish,  and  to  use 
ever/  iofluence  to  induce  this  unnappy  man  to  leave 
tie  country.** 

Provost  Torie  looked  upon  her  with  some  surpiise. 

It  ia  not  every  young  woman,"  he  said,  '*  would 
viah  to  move  ei^ht  miles  nearer  to  a  band  of  piratesw" 

**We  run  no  risk,"  said  Claud  Halcro,  interfering. 

The  House  of  S tennis  is  strong:  and  my  cousin, 
joom  it  belong  to,  has  tnen  and  arms  within  it 
Tm  yodng  ladies  are  as  safe  there  as  in  Kb-kwall ; 

m)  mach  good  may  arise  from  an  early  communi- 

atiw  between  Magnus  TroU  and  his  daughters.  And 

oappram  I  to  sue,  that  in  your  case,  my^ood  oI8 

fteM;— as  glorious  John  says,— 

*  After  much  debftt^ 

The  nua  pnnilu  above  the  mafiatrate.'  ** 

He  Provost  smiled,  nodded  his  head,  and  indicated, 
as  far  as  he  thou^t  he  could  do  so  with  decency,  how 
Mppy  be  should  be  if  the  Fortune's  Favourite,  and  her 
jfiaorderiy  crew,  would  leave  Oikney  without  ftirther 
interfereoce,  or  violence  on  either  side.  He  could  not 
authorize  their  being  supplied  from  the  shore,  he  said ; 
but,  either  for  fear  or  favour,  they  were  certain  to  get 
provjaioDs  at  Stromness.  This  pacific  magistrate  then 
took  leave  of  Halcro  and  the  two  ladies  who  proposed 
ue  next  moroing,  to  transfer  their  residence  to  the 
House  of  Stennis,  situated  upon  the  banks  of  the  salt- , 
water  lake  of  the  same  name,  and  about  four  miles  by 
.  water  from  the  Road  of  Stromness,  where  the  Rover's 
vessel  was  lying. 

.  CHAPTER  XXXVUt 
Vlr;  Plaaiioe,  fly.  i^TImv  oasytC  eaeipa.— JdMacft. 
It  was  one  branch  of  the  various  arts  by  which 
Noma  endeavoured  to  maintain  her  "prrtensions  to 
ttpernatnral  powers,  that  she  made  herself  fiamiHarly 
via  pracncaUy  acauainted  with  ail  the  secret  passes 
wd  reoesaea,  whether  natural  or  artificial,  which  she 
.  C0UJ4  hear  of,  whether  by  tradition  ot  otherwise,  and 
waa,  by  such  knowledge,  often  enabled  to  perform 
*jit8  which  YfBre  otheo^ise  unaccountable.  Thus, 
jnen  shp  escaped  from  the  tabernacle  at  Burgh- 
221™*  *^  was  by  a  slkfing  bdard  which  covered  a 
Jjattwiesage  in  the  wall,  known  to  none  but  herself 
■no  Magnus,  who,  she  was  well  assured,  would  not 
Jjray  her.  The  profusion,  also,  with  which  she  lavish- 
2l??P™rable  income,  otherwise  of  no  use  to  her, 
Wled  tier  to  procure  the  eariiest  iiitelligence  respect- 
p  whatever  she  deffired  to  know,  ima,  at  the  same 
2'^  to  secure  all  other  assistance  necessary  to  carry 
JJ[^P!ans  into  eflect.  Cleveland,  upon  the  present 
J2**"'''  ™  reason  to  admire  both  her  sagacity  and 
wrwources. 

J^pp)  her  applyinw  a  little  forcible  pressurs^  a  door 
J"[[c.a  was  concealed  nndcfr  some  rich  wooden  sculp- 
1  jvre  m  the  screen  which  divides  the  eastern  aisle  from 
yjg  of  the  Cathedral,  opened,  and  disclosed  a  dark 
""nvwwindmg  passage,  into  which  she  enterad,  teQ- 


mg  Cleveland,  in  a  whisper,  to  follow,  and  be  sure  ha 
shut, the  door  behmd  him.  He  obeyed,  and  followod 
her  in  darkness  and  silence,  sometimes  descendios 
steps,  of  the  number  of  which  she  -always  apprized 
him.  sometimes  ascending;  and  often  tummg  at  short 
angles.  The  air  was  more  free  than  he  could  have 
expected,  the  passofle  being  ventilated  at  different 
parts  by  unseen  and  ingeniously  contrived  spiracles^ 
which  communicated  with  the  open  air.  At  length 
their  long  course  ended,  by  Noma  drawing  aside  a 
sliding  pannel,  which,  opening  behind  a  wooden,  or 
box-be((  as  it  is  called  m  Scotland,  admitted  them 
into  an  ancient,  but  very  mean  apartment,  having  a 
latticed  window  and  a  groined  roo£  The.  fUrniture 
was  much  dilapidated ;  and  its  only  omamefnts  were^ 
on  the  one  side  of  the  wall,  a  garland  of  faded  ribbons, 
such  as  are  used  to  decorate  whole-vessels ;  and,  on 
the  other,  an  escutcheon,  bearing  an  EarFs  arms  and 
coronet,  surrounded  with  the  usual  emblems  of  mor- 
tality. The  mattock  and  spade,  which  lay  in  ona 
corner^  together  with  the  appearance  of  an  old  man, 
who,  m  a  rustv  black  coat,  and  slouched  hat,  sat 
reading^by  a  table,  announced  that  they  were  in  the 
habitation  of  the  church-beadle,  or  sexton,  and  in  the 
presence  of  that  respectable  functionary. 

When  his  attention  was  attracted  by  the  noise  of 
the  sliding  panel,  he  arose,  and  testifying  much  respect, 
but  no  surprise  took  his  shadowy  hat  from  his  thui 
gray  locks,  and  stood  uncovered  in  the  presence  of 
Pjoma,  with  an  air  of  profound  humility. 

** Be  faithful."  said  Noma  to  the  old  man,  "and 
beware  vou  show  not  any  living  mortal  the  secret 
path  to  the  Sanctuary."^ 

The  old  man  bowed,  in  token  of  obedience  and  of 
thanks,  for  she  put  money  in  his  hand  as  she  spoke, 
^th  a  faltering  voice^  he  expressed  his  hope  that 
she  would  remember  his  son,  who  was  on  theGreen<* 
land  voyage,  that  he  might  return  fortunate  and  safe, 
as  be  haa  done  last  year,  when  he  brought  back  tha 
garland,  pointing  to  that  u]>on  the  wall. 

My  cauldron  shall  boil,  and  my  rhyme  shaD  be 
said,  m  his  behalf;"  answered  Noma.  **  Waits  Pa- 
colet  without  with  the  horses  T* 

The  old  Sexton  assented,  and  the  Pythoness,  com- 
manding Cleveland  to  folfow  her,  went  through  a 
back  door  of  the  apartment  into  a  small  garden,  oor- 
reeponding,  in  its  desolate  appearance  to  the  habita-  ' 
tion  they  had  just  quitted.  The  low  and  broken  wall 
easily  permitted  them  to  pass  into  another  and  larger 
garden,  though  not  much  better  kcijt,  and  a  gate, 
which  was  upon  the  latch,  let  them  uito  a  long^nd* 
winding  lane,  through  which,  Noma,  having  whis- 
pered to  her  companion  that  it  was  the  onlv  danger- 
ous place  on  their  road,  they  walked  with  a  hasty  * 
pace.  It  was  now  nearly  dark,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  the  poor  dwellings,  on  either  hand,  had  b^aken 
themselves  to  their  honses.  They  saw  onlv  one 
woman,  who  was  looking  ttom  her  door,  but  blessed 
herself,  and  retired  into  her  house  with  precipitation, 
when  she  saw  the  tall  figure  of  Noma  stalk  past  her 
with  long  strides.  The  lane  conducted  them  into  the 
country,  where  the  dumb* dwarf  waited  with  three 
horses,  ensconced  behmd  the  wall  of  a  deserted  shed. 
On  one  of  these  Noma  mstandy  seated  herself;  Cleve- 
land mounted  another,  and,  followed  byPaooIet  on 
the  third,  they  moved  sharply  on  through  the  dark- 
n^;  the  active  and  spirited  animals  on  which  they 
rode  being  of  a  breed  rather  taller  than  those  reared  in 
JSetland. 

After  more  than  an  houi^s  smart  riding,  in  wWch 
Noma  acted  as  guide,  thefvtopped  before  a  hovel,  so 
titteriy  desolate  in  appearance,  that  it  resembled 
rather  a  catde-shed  than  a  cottage. 

"Here  you  must  remain  till  dawn,  when  yottr  sig- 
nal can  be  seen  from  your  vessel,"  sakl  Noma,  oon- 


titM  usually  carrira  along  with  her.  "  It  is  a  poor," 
she  said,  ^'but  a  safe  place  of  ^fuge;  for  were  we 
pursued  hither,  the  earth  would  yawn  and  admit  ua 
into  its  recesses  ere  you  were  taken.  For  know,  that 
this  ground  is  sacred  to  the  Qods  of  old  Valhalla. 
—And  now  say,  man  of  mischief  and  of  blood,  uvo 


ii4 

^  or'jfoe  io  Nomi,  llie  eob  priettett  of 

owned  deitieeT* 

'*How  is  It  posaible  for  me  to  be  pur  enemy  r' 

uid  Cleveland.—"  Common  gratitude" 

,  **  Common  gratitude,"  said  Noma,  intermpUng 
Jhim,  "is  a  common  word—and  words  are  the  com- 
mon nay  which  fools  accept  at  the  hands  of  knaves; 
but  Noma  must  be  requited  by  actions— hy  sacii- 


J  Troil  agam, 

L  twenty-four  hours," 


."  Wen,  mother,  name  your  request." 

^'liiat  you  never  seek  to  see  Minna 
and  that  you  leave  this  coast  in  twenty- 
answered  Noma.        *       .         .        .. 

"It  is  impossible,"  said  the  outlaw;  "I  cannot  be 
aoon  enough  foundnn  the  sea-stores  Which  the  sloop 
must  have." 

"  You  can.  I  will  take  care  you  are  fulfy  supplied ; 
and  Caithness  a^d  the  Hebrides  are  not  far  distant 

notr* 

"  Because  your  stay  endanieers  others,"  iald  Noma, 
''and  win  prove  your  own  destruction.  Hear  me 
witti  attentioQ.  From  the  first  moment  I  saw  you 
Jyiog  senseless  on  the  sand  beneath  the  cnfis  of  Sum- 
burgn,  I  raid  that  in  your  countenonce  which  Imked 
,  you  with  me^  and  those  who  were  dear  to  me;  but 
wnetber  for  ff>od  or  eviL  was  hidden  from  mine  eyes. 
I  aided  in  saving  your  life,  in  preserving  your  property. 
I  aided  in  doing  so,  the  vgy  youth  whom  you  have 
crossed  in  his  dearest  afiecdons-croased  by  tale- 
bearing and  slander."  _       ,,      ,^      ,     »'   w^ 

"  /  slander  Mei:toan  V*  exclaimed  Cleveland.  By 
heaven,  I  scarce  mentioned  his  name  at  Burgfa-Wee- 
"-^  if  it  18  that  which  you  mean,  liie  peddlins  fellow 

iryoe,  meaning  I  believR  to  be  my  friend,  oecau 
'      '        nhlr '^ 


M  found  sometnlng  could  be  made  by  me,  did,  I 
Ipave  since  heard,  cany  tattle,  or  truth,  I  know  not 
wiuch,  to  the  old  man,  which  was  confirmed  by  the 
report  of  the  whole  island. .  But,  for  me,  I  scarce 
thom^t  of  him  as  a  rival ;  else.  I  had  taken  a  morb 
honourablewaytoridmyself  of  him." 

**Waa  the  point  Of  your  douhle-edgec^  kni£e^  di- 
rected to  the  oosom  of  an  unarmed  man.  intended  to 
carve  out  that  more  honourable  way  f '  said  Noma, 

Cleveland  was  ooDacienoe-struck.  and  remained 
silent  lor  an  mstant,  ere  he  replied ''There,  indeed,  I 
was  wrong;  hat  he  is,  I  thank  Heaven,  recovered, 
and  welcome  to  an  honourable  satisfaction/* 

**  Cleveland,"  said  the  Pythoness,  ".  No  I  The  fiend 
who  employs  yon  as  his  implement  is  powerfiil;  but 
with  me  he  shall  not  strive  You  are  of  that  tem- 
peramesu  which  the  dark  Influences  detare  as  the 
tools  of  thenr  agency  t  bold,  naughty,  and  undaunted, 
nprestraiiied  by  principle,  ^ndT  having  only,  in  itt 
room  a  wdd  sense  of  mdomitable  pnde^  which  such 
men  call  honour.  Such  you  are,  and  as  such  your 
course  through  life  has  been— onward  and  unre- 
strained. bk)Qdy  and  tempestuous.  By  me,  however, 
It  shell  be  controlled,"  she  concluded,  stretching  out 
her  stafC  as  if  in  the  attitude  of  determined  authonty 
—"ay,  eveq  although  the  demon  who  presides  over 
it  should  now  arise  in  his  tenon."  ..^     .        ,     „ 

Cleveland  laugheid  scornfully.  "Good  mother,*' 
he  said,  "reserve  such  language  for  the  rude  sailor 
that  unploxes  you  to  bestow  him  iair  wind  or  the 
poor  fisherman  that  asks  success  to  his  nets  and 
linas.   I  have  beeg  long  inacoessiblehoth  to  fear  and 


which  I  have  no  IMllng^  hot  tell  me  at  once,  irhc»> 
forejrou  would  have  me  depart  7", 

''Because  I  will  have  yon  see  l(mna  no  mor^** is* 
swered  Noma—"  Because  Mmna  « the  destined  bridi 
of  him  whom  men  call  Mordaunt  Mertoun— Beciaai 
if  you  depart  not  within  twenty-four  hours,  atterdft- 
Btraction  awaits  you.  In  these  plain  woras  there  a 
no  metaphysical  delusion— Answer  me  as  plsinlr." 

"In  as  plain  words,  then,"  answered Clevdtnd,  "I 
will  not  leave  these  islands— not  at  least,  till  I  hns 
seen  Minna  Troil:  and  never  shall  yoor  Mordaiat 
t>08sess  her  while  I  live." 

"Hear  him  I"  said  Noma— "hear  a  mortal  lua 
spurn  at  the  means  of  prolonging  his  life !— heir  a 
sinftil— a  most  sinful  beinfi^  refuse  tb^  time  which &!• 
yet  afibrds  for  repentance,  and  for  th«  salvation  of  m 
immortal  soul  I— Behold  him  how  he  stands  tract, 
bold  and  confident  in  his  youthful  strength  and  w- 
rage!  Hy  eyes,  unused  to  tears— even  my  ^es,  nWk 
have  so  litue  cause  to  weep  for  him,  are  muum  mk 
sorrow,  to  thmk  What  so  feir  a  fom  wiU  be  cniki 
second  sun  set  !*' 

V  Mother,"  said  Cleveland,  firmly,  yet  wiA  wm 
touch  of  sonow  in  Ms  voice,  *'I  in  part  itndenM 
your  threats.  You  know  more  than  we  do  of  (m 
course  of  the  Halcyon— i>erhaps  have  die  mesoijlr 
I  acknowledge  you  have  shown  wondeil^  stiuri 
combination  in  such  affiiirs)  of  directing  her  cruiieoBr 
way.  Be  It  so,^l  will  not  depart  from  my  porponlbr 
that  risk.  If  the  frigate  cornea  hither.  We  have  nil 
our  shoal  water  to  trust  to :  and  I  think  they  ml 
scarce  cut  us  out  with  boats,  as  if  we  were  a  Sptain 
xebeck.  I  am  therefore  resolved*  I  will  hotst  odm 
more  the  flag  under  which  I  have  cruised,  anul  oar- 
selves  of  the  thousand  chances  which  ha?e  helped  v 
in  greater  odds,  and,  at  the  worst,  fight  the  vesta  to 
the  very  last ;  and,  when  (noftal  man  can  do  no  mm, 
it  is  but  snapping  a  pistol  m  the  powder-room,  and,  u 
we  have  lived,  so  will  we  die." 

There  was  a  dead  pause  as  Cleveland  ended;  ind 
it  was  broken  by  his  resuming,  in  a  softer  Wne- 
"You  have  heard  my  answer,  mother;  let  us  deb^ 
it  no  further,  but  part  in  peace.  I  would  wilfioBlj 
leave  you  a  rememorance,  that  you  may  not  forget  i 
poor  fellow  to  whom  your  services  have  been  vm 
and  who  parts  with  yon  m  no  unkindness,  bowenr 
unfliendly  you  are  to  hia  dearest  interestB.-^Ntfido 
not  shun  to  accept  such  a  trifle."  he  Baid,^forcinff  90O  , 
Noma  the  little  silver  enchased  box  whiqh  had  mb 
once  the  subject  of  strife  betwixt  Mertoun  am  on; 
'*il  is  not  for  the  sake  of  the  metal,  which  I W 


scsrqs  diaii4  the  presence  of  a  disembodied  fieM-' 

This  was  said  with  a  careless  and  desperate  bitter- 
ness of  spirit  which  proved  too  powerfully  energetic 
even  for  thedielusioQs  of  Noma*s  msanity ;  and  it  was 
with  a  hoUow  and  tremulous  voice  that  ahe  asked 
Clereland—"  For  what,  then,  do  you  hoU  me,  if  yon 
■  denythepower  I  have  bought  so  oearly  V\     ,    „ 

"Yon  nave  wisdom,  mother,"  said  Glevdand ;  " at 
least  you  have  art,  and  art  is  power.  I  hold  you  for 
one  who  knows  how  to  steer  upon  Ihe  current  of 
events,  but  I  deny  your  power  to  change  \Xa  course. 
Do  not,  ibmn&w,  waste  Words  hn  quotuig  tenofs  for 


**  I  accept  your  gift,"  said  Noma,  "  in  tokeo  tfatt,tf 
I  have  m  aught  been  accesaary  to  yoor  fete,  it  wti  at 
the  invohmtary  and  grieving  agent  of  othel  powen 
WeU  did  you  say  we  direct  not  the  cmrsiil  of  the 
events  which  hurry  us  forward,  and  ronderourumoit 
efibrts  unavailing ;  even  as  the  weOs  of  Toftine*  ctn 
wheel  the  stoutest  vessel  round  and  round,  in  dMplte 
of  either  sail  or  steerage.— Pacolet  f  sheexdauDO, 
in  a  louder  voice,  "  what,  ho !  Pacojet  P*     ^      _  . 

A  large  stone,  which  lay  at  the  aide  of  the  wall « 
the  hovel,  fell  as  she  spoke,  and  to  Cleveland  a  aor* 

Jtrioe,  if  not  somewhat  to  his  fear,  the  mieshapa 
brm  of  the  dwarf  was  seen,  like  some  ovoK^own 
reptOfii  extricating  himself  out  of  a  subterraneanDM- 
sage,  the  entrance  to  which  the  stone  had  coveno^ 
Noma,  as  if  impressed  by  what  Cleveland  had  aoo 
on  the  subject  ofhersupematural  pretensions,  waiaa 
fer  trom  endeavouring  to  avail  h^self  of  this  opwr" 
tunity  to  enforce  them,  that  she  hastened  to  espw" 
the  mienomena  he  had  witnessed.  ..».,.  _ 
"Such  passages,"  she  said,  "to  which  ' As  »; 
trances  are  carefully  concealed,  are  fivquently  fooMw 
these  islands-ihe  places  of  retreat  of  the  aaoau 
isbitants,  where  they  sou^t  refoge  flom  i»  nr 
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of  the  Nonnans,  tlM  pirates  of  that  day.  It  was  that 
you  might  avail  yourself  of  this,  ia  case  of  need,  that 
I  broGignt  you  hither.  Should  you  observe  signs  of 
paswxL  you  may  either  lurk  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth 
URtti  it  has  passed  by^  or  escaoa  if  you  will,  through 
the  lartber  entrance  near  the  lake,  by  which  Pacolet 
eatered  but  now.— And  now  farewell!  Think  on 
wliat  I  have  said ;  for  as  sure  as  you  now  move  and 
breathe  a  living  man,  so  surely  is  your  doom  fixed  and 
aeilsd,  unless,  within  four-and-twenty  hours,  you 
have  doubled  the  Bumb-head." 

"Fvewell,  mother  I"  said  Cleveland,  as  she  de- 
parted, bending  a  look  upon  him,  in  which,  as  he 
eoddperceive  by  the  lamp,  sorrow  was  mingled  with 

fhemterview  which  thus  concluded,  left  a  strong 
effect  even  upo(i  the  mind  of  Cleveland,  accustomed 
IP  he  was  to  imminent  dangers  and  to  hair-breadth 
escapes.  He  in  vain  attempted  to  shake  off  the  im- 
nession  left  by  the  wonds  or  Noma,  which  he  &h  the 
laoie  powerful,  because  they  were  in  a  great  measure 
divested  of  her  wonted  mystical  ton^  which  he  con- 
^nad.  A  thousand  tim^  he  regretted  that  he  had 
qroiB  time  to  time  delayed  the  resolution,  which  he 
hiki  long  adopted,  to  quit  his  dreadful  and  dangerous 
ttade;  and  as  often  he  firmly  determined,  that,  could 
ae  bot  see  Minna  Troil  once  more^  were  it  but  for  a 
iyt&rewell,  he  would  leave  the  sloop,  as  soon  as  his 
epovades  were  extricated  firom  their  perilous  situa- 
tion, endeavour  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  the  King's 
laiooa,  and  distinguish  himself  if  possible,  ui  some 
Boie  honourable  course  of  waifare. 
Thia  resohtion,  to  which  he  againand  again  pledged 
muiSt  had  at  length  a  sedative  effect  on  his  mental 
penibition^  and,  wrapt  in  his  cloak,  he  enjoyed,  for 
stBM^  that  imperfect  repose  which  exhausted  nature 
doMiids  as  her  tribute,  even  firom  tbose  who  are 
JQnted  on  the  verge  of  the  most  imminent  danger, 
w  how  for  soever  the  guilty  may  satisfy  his  own 
and,  and  stupify  the  feeungs  of  remorse,  by  «iich  a 
eooditional  repentance,  we  may  v^ell  question  whether 
itB  aot,  in  the  sight*  of  Heaven,  rather  a  presump- 
tooas  aggravation,  than  an  expiation  of  his  sins. 

WheoGlevelana  awoke,  the  gray  dawn  was  already 
Jiinglin^  with  the  twilight  of  an  Cta^oadiai^  night.  He 
ibona  himself  on  the  verge  of  a  beautifiii  sheet  of 
valer,  whiclL  close  by  the  place  where  he  had  rested, 
was  nearly  dvided  by  two  tongues  of  land  that  ap- 
proach each  other  from  the  ofpposing  sides  of  tbelake, 
.-J .  ^'     "^    "    '  sofBrois- 


i  permit 

---  — him,  and 

^tmg  to  the  bridge,  stood  that  remarkable  semi- 
me of  huge  upright, stones,  which  has  no  rival  m 
nntain,  excepting  the  munitable  monument  at  Stone- 


.^^  These  immense  blocks  of  stones  all  of  them 
wove  twelve  feet,  and  several  beii»  even  fourteen  or 
uteenfeet  in  height,  stood  arouna  the  pirate  in  the 
gray  jkht  of  the  dawning,  like  the  phantom  forms  of 
utddiTovian  giants,  who,  shrouded  in  the  habiliments 
of  the  dead,  came  to  revisit,  by  this  pale  light,  the 
eaith  which  they  bad  plagued  by  their  oppression  and 
Pptlated  by  their  sins,  till  they  brought  down  upon  it 
tile  Teoseance  of  long-suffering  Heaven.* 

Cleveuuid  was  leas  interested  by  this  singular 

*  The  Standln;  Stones  of  Stmirti,  aa  by  a  little  pleoimivn  this 
jNnHcabie  momim«nt  in  termed,  Aimiibea  an  irrwintible  refit- 
wMM  of  the  opinion  ofmoh  antiquaries  ai  hold  that  the  circlet 
MiUy  called  Druidical,  wero  peculiar  to  that  race  of  priests. 
Ty»  u  every  muoa  to  believe,  that  the  cttstom  was  as  prova- 
J^  ia  Scandinavia  as  in  Gaul  or  Britain,  and  as  common  to 
w  iayfholo;y  of  Odin  as  to  Draldical  mperstitioo.  There  ia 
**es  reason  to  think,  that  the  Druids  never  oceiipied  any  part 
2jm  Orkneys,  and  tradition,  as  well  as  history,  ascribes  the 
f^ofSteonisto  the  Scandinavians.  T«vo  Ia,rse  sheeis  of 
«n»r,  oomiminicatinf  with  the  sea,  are  connected  by  a  cause- 
^>  ^th  openings  pormittinf  the  tide  to  rise  and  recede,  which 
psuna  the  Bridge  of  Broisfar.  Upon  iho  eastern  toDgua  of 
9"  sppear  theStandiar  Stones,  arranged  in  the  form  of  a  half 
!|cte,  or  mthor  a  hone-shoe,  the  height  of  the  pillars  being 
{aBsn  feet  and  upwards.  Within  tliis  circle  lies  a  stone,  pro- 
■wjr^eriftda].  One  of  the  pillars,  a  little  to  Uie  westward,  is 
"["Mttad  with  «  circular  hole,  through  which  lovloc  couples 
!■  *«ot  to  join  hands  when  Uicy  take  the  Pronrite  qfOdin,  m 
"■wMp.  repeatedly  mentioned  in  the  text  The  eoelosure  ia 
"'^"OHvd  by  barrows,  and  on  the  opposite  isthmus.  odTafichvi 


monument  of  antimnty  th^n  by  the  distant  view  of 
Stromness,  which  ne  could  as  yet  scarce  discover. 
He  loot  BO  time  m  striking  a  light,  by  the  assistance 
of  one  of  hisjpistots,  and  some  wet  fern  supplied  him 
with  fuel  sufficient  to  make  the  appointed  signal  It 
had  been  earnestly  waxched  for  on  board  the  sloop; 
forGofTe's  incapacity  became  dai^  more  apparent  j. 
and  even  his  m98t  steady  adherents  agreed  it  wouht 
be  best  to  submit  to  Cleveland's  command  till  they 
got  back  to  the  West  Indies. 

3unce,  who  came  with  the  boat  to  bring  olT  hii, 
favourite  commander,  danced,  cursed,  shouted,  ana 
niouted  for  joy,  when  he  saw  him  once  more  at  fireenT 
dom.  "They  had  already.*'  he  saidL  *'made  soma' 
progress  in  victualling  the  sloop,  and  they  might  hav« 
made  more,  but  for  that  drunken  old  swab  GdK^' 
who  minded  nothing  but  splicing  the  mam-brace." 

The  boat's  crew  were  inspired  with  the  same  en- 
thusiasm, and  rowed  so  hard,  that,  although  tha. 
tide  was  against  them,  and  the  air  of  wind  failedi 
they  soon  placed  Cleveland  once  more  on  the  quar- 
ter-deck of  the  vessel  which  it  was  his  misfortune  to. 
command. 

The  first  exercise  of  the  Cantain's  power  was  to 
make  known  to  Magnus  Trou  that  he  was  at  fiiu 
fineedom  to  depart— that  he  was  williiu;  to  make  Mn^ 
any  compensation  in  his  power,  for  the  interruption 
of  his  voyage  to  Kirkwall;  and  that  Captain  Cleve- 
land was  desirous,  if  agreeable  to  Mr.  Troil,  to  pay 
his  respects  to  him  on  board  his  brig— thank  him  for 
former,  favours,  and  apologize  &a  the  circumstances 
attendmg  his  detention. 

To  Bunce,  who,  as  the  most  civilized  of  the  crew, 
Cleveland  had  intrusted  this  message,  the  old  plain- 
dealing  Udaller  made  the  following  answer :  TeU 
your  Captaiti  t^at  I  should  be  glad  to  think  he  had[ 
never  stopped  any  one  upon  the  hi^  sea,  save  such 
as  have  simered  as  little  as  I  have.  Say,  too,  that  if 
we  are  to  continue  fi-iends,  we  shall  be  most  so  at  a 
distance;  for  I  Kke  the  sound  of  his  cannon-balls  aa 
little  by  86%  aa  he  would  lUfe  the  whistle  of  a  bulW 
by  land  from  my  rifle-gun.    Say,  ki  a  word,  that  I  am 

SDrry  I  was  mistaken  m  him,  and  that  he  would  have 
one  better  to  have  reserved  for  the  Spaniard  tho 
usage  be  is  bestowing  on  his  countrymen." 

*'  And  so  that  is  your  message,  old  SnapcholerickT^ 
said  Bunco—**  Now,  stap  my  vitals  if  I  have  not  9^ 
mind  to  do  your  errand  lor  you  over  the  left  sbouklerj 
and  teach  you  more  respect  for  gentlemen  of  fortune  1 
But  I  wont,  and  chiefly  for  the  sake  of  your  two  pretty 
wenches,  not  to  mention  my  old  firiend  Claud  HalcroL 
the  :very  visage  of  whom  brought  back  all  the  old 
days  of  scene-shifting  and  candle-snuffins.  So  good 
morrow  to  you,  Oafier  Seal's-cap,  and  alTis  said  that 
need  pass  between  us." 

No  sooner  did  the  boat  put  off  with  the  pirates,  who 
left  the  brig,  and  now  returned  to  thor  own  vessel, 
than  Magnus,  in  order  to  avoid  reposmg  unnecessary 
confidence  in  the  honour  of  these  gentlemen  of  for- 
tune, as  they  called  themselves,  got  his  brig  under 
way ;  and,  the  wind  coming  fevourably  round,  and 
increasing  as  the  sun  rose,  he  crowded  all  sail  fot 
Scalpa-flow.  intending  there  to  disembark  and  go  by 
land  to  Kirkwall,  where  he  expected  to  meet  hi^ 
daughters  and  bis  fiiend  Claud  Halcro.  v 

towards  the  Bridge  of  Broisgar,  them  is  another  nKHraneot  of 
Standing  Stones,  which,  in  this  oase,  is  oompletely  ciroalar« 
They  are  lees  in  size  than  those  on  the  eastern  aide  of  the  lake, 
Uieir  height  ranninc  only  from  ten  or  twelve  to  foorteen  feet 
'    '    Is  1  .   .  .        ^  -  .    . 


This 


circle  I 


-  surrounded  by  a  deep  trench  drawn  on 

the  outside  of  the  pillars :  and  I  remarked  four  tamoJi,  or  mounds 
of  earth,  regulariy  disposed  around  it  Stonehenge  excels  this 
Orcadian  monument ;  but  Uiatof  Stennis  ia,  I  conoeive^  theonlx. 
one  in  Britain  which  can  be  said  to  approach  it  in  consc.uenoe. 
Ail  tlM  northern  nations  marked  by  those  huge  enclosures  tho 
places  of  popular  meeting,  either  for  religious  worship  or  the 
transaction  of  public  business  of  a  temporal  nature.  The 
Sortkem  Papular  AtuUnMi/u  contain,  in  an  abstract  of  the  i:yr« 
biggia  Saga,  a  particnlar  account  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
Ilefga  Pels,  or  Holy  Rock,  was  set  apart  by  (lie  Pontiff  Thotolf 
for  solemo  occasions. 

I  need  only  add,  thftt,  diflerent  ftom  the  roonoaMnt  on  Salia* 
bury  Plain,  the  stones  whirii  were  used  in  Uie  Orcadian  circle 
seem  to  hove  been  raised  from  a  qnanynpon  the  spot,  of  whieli 
the  marks  are  visible. 
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Ifow,  Anma,  now  Uie  lait  reflection  make. 
What  thou  wouldst  follew,  wliat  thmi  mast  fonaka, 
By  oar  ill^omeo'd  stara  and  advene  Heaveo, 
No  middle  object  to  thy  clioioe  is  given. 

Hifoy  aatf  Emma, 

The  sun  was  high  in  heaven ;  the  boata  were  bosily 
Ibtching  ofT  from  the  shore  the  promised  supplv^or 
proTisiona  and  water,  which,  as  many  fishing  skiffs 
were  employed  in  the  service,  were  got  ou  boaid  with 
unexpected  speed,  and  stowed  away  by  the  erew  of 
qie  sloop,  with  equal  despatch.  All  worked  with  good 
will ;  for  all,  save  Cleveland  himself,  were  weary  of  a 
coast,  where  every  moment  increased  their  danger, 
and  where,  which  they  esteemed  a  worse  misfortune, 
thete^  was  no  booty  to  be  won.  Bunco  and  Derrick 
took  the  immediate  direction  of  this  diity,  while  Cleve- 
land, walking  the  dedc  alone,  and  in  silence,  onlv 
interfered  from  time  to  time,  to  give  some  order  which 
chrcumstances  required,  and  then  relapsed  into  his  own 
■ad  reflections. 

There  are  two  sorts  of  men  whom  situations  of 
guilt,  terror,  and  commotion,  bring  forward  as  pro- 
minent agents.  The  first  are  spirits  so  naturallv 
moulded  and  fitted  for  deeds  of  hoitor,  that  they  stalk 
forth /rom  their  lurking-places  like  actual  demons,  to 
work  in  theirnativeelement,  as  the  hideous  apparition 
of  the  Bearded  Man  came  forth  at  Versailles,  on  the 
memorable  6ih  October,  1789,  the  delighted  execu- 
tioner of  the  victims  dehvered  up  to  him  by  a  blood- 
thirsty rabble.  But  Cleveland  belonged  to  the  second 
class  of  these  unfortunate  beings,  who  are  involved 
in  evil  rather  by  the  concurrence  of  external  circum- 
stances than  by  natural  inclination,  beins,  indeed,  one 
in  whom  his"  first  enga&:ing  in  this  lawless  mode  of 
life,  as  the  follower  of  nis  father,  nay,  perhaps,  even 
bis  pursuing  it  as  his  father's  avenger,  carried  with  it 
•omethinj^  of  mitigation  and  apology;— one  also  who 
^  often  considered  ins  guilty  situation  -with  horror,  and 
had  made  repeated,  though  inefiectu^l  efibrts,  to  es- 
cape from  it. 

8uch  thoughts  of  remorse  were  now  rolling  in  his 
mmd,  and  he  may  be  forgiven,  if  recollections  of 
Bfluna  mingled  with  and  aided  them.  He  looked 
around,  too,  on  his  mates,  and.  profligate  and  herd- 
ancjd  as  he  knew  theni  to  be,  he  could  not  think  of 
their  paying  the  penalty  of  his  obstinacy.  "  We  shall 
,l»e  ready  to  sail  with  the  ebb  tide,"  he  said  to  himself— 
"why  should  I  endanger  these  men,  by  detaining 
them  till  the  hour  of  danger,  predicted  by  that  singular 
woman,  shall  arrive?  Her  intelligence,  howsoever 
acquired,  had  been  always  strangely  accurate;  and 
her  warning  was  as  solemn  as  ir  a  mother  were  to 
apprize  an  erring  son  of  his  crimes,  and  of  his 
approaching  punishment.  Besides,  what  chance  is 
there  that  I  can  again  see  Minna?  She  is  at  Kirk- 
wall, doubtless,  and  to  hold  my  course  thither  would 
*  be  ^o  steer  right  upon  the  rocks.  No,  I  will  not 
endanger  these  poor  fellows— f  will  sail  with  the  ebb 
tide.  On  the  desolate  Hd>ride8.  or  on  the  north-west 
coast  of  Ireland.  I  will  leave  the  vessel,  and  return 
hither  in  some  disguise— yet,  why  should  I  return, 
since  it  will  perhaps  be  only  to  see  Minna  the  bride 
of  Mordaiint?  No— let  the  vessel  sail  with  this  ebb 
tide  without  me.    I  will  abide  and  take  my  fate." 

His' meditations  were  here  imerrupted  by  Jack 
Bonce,  who,  hailing  him  noble  Captain,  said  they 
were  ready  to  sail  wTien  he  pleased. 

"When  yoiL  please,  Bunce;  for  I  shall  leave  the 
command  with  you,  and  go  ashore  at  Stromness," 
•aid  Cleveland. 

"You  shall  do  no  such  matter,  by  Heaven !"  an- 
•werpd  Bunce.  "The  command  with  me,  truly !  and 
bow  the  devil  am  I  to  get  the  crew  to  obey  mt  ?  Why, 
oven  Dick  Fletcher  rides  rusty  on  me  now  and  then. 
You  know  well  enough  that,  without  you,  we  shall 
be  all  at  each  other's  throats  in  half  on  hour^  and, 
if  you  desert  us.  what  a  rope's  end  does,  it  signify 
whether  we  are  destroyed  by  the  king's  cruisers,  or  by 
(%ch  other?  Come,  come,  noble  Captain,  there  are 
black-eyed  girls  enough  in  the  world,  but  where  will 
'  vou  find  so  tight  a  seaboat  as  the  little  Favourite 
bore,  manned  as  she  js  with  a  set  of  tearing  ladS) 

'  Fit  to  dinturb  the  peoee  of  all  Ute  world, 
-  And  rale  it  whea  'tie  wUdeetl'  '* 


Imoinda,  stands  paymaster, 
civility  with  which  we  treated  1 


"Ton  are  a  precious  fool,  Jack  Bubob"  MidCleT» 
land,  half  angry,  and,  in  despite  of  iiimsBli;  half 
diverted,  by  the  false  tones  and  exaggerated  gBMun 
of  the  stage-struck  pirate. 

"It  may  be  so,  noble  Captain,"  answsnd  Boie^ 
"  and  it  may  be  that  I  have  my  comrades  in  my  fiiEf 
Here  are  you,  now,  going  to  play  All  for  Love,  inl 
the  World  well  Lost  and  yet  you  oanoot  bear  i 
harmless  boence  in  blank  verse— Well,  I  eio  ulk 
prose  for  the  matter,  for  I  have  news  enongli  to  lelh 
and  strange  news,  too— ay,  and  stirting  news  lohooL" 

"  Well,  prithee  deliver  iliem  (to  speak  thy  owncuit^ 
like  a  man  of  this  world." 

"The  Sttomness  fishers  will  accept  nothing  fir 
their  provisions  and  trouble^"  said  Bunoe-**uiaii 
a  wonder  for  you  !*'  ,    .    .   , 

"And  for  what  reason,  I  prayf*  said  Clevdaadi 
"  it  is  the  first  time  I  have  ever  heard  of  csiii  bo^ 
reAised  at  a  sed^ort*' 

••True— they  commonty  lay  the  changes  on  istlict 
as  if  they  were  caulking.    But  here  is  the  nm 
The  owner  of  the  brig  yonder,  the  fiither  of  MrBV 
■,  by  way  of  thankikw 

edhia  daughters,  Mi  ill 

we  may  not  meet  oar  doe,  as  he  calls  it,OBdMi 
shores."  , 

"It  is  like  the  frank-hearted  old  Udsilerr'wi 
Cleveland;  "but  is  he  at  Stromness?  I  thoa.<|^M 
was  to  have  crossed  the  island  for  Khkwall. 

"He  dkl  so  purpose,"  said  Bimce,  "but  monm 
than  King  Duncan  change  the  course  of  their  tot« 
He  was  no  sooner  ashore  than  he  was  met  witljib|^ 
meddling  old  witch  of  these  parts,  who  has  her  fag 
in  every  man's  pie,  and  by  ner  oonnsd  he  cbinp 
his  purpose  of  going  to  Kirkwall,  and  lies  at  anew 
for  Oie  present  in  yonder  white  house,  that  you  "ft 
see  wi tn  your  glass  up  the  lake  yonder.  I  am  torn •■ 
old  woman  clubbed  also  to  pay  for  the  sloop  s  stoB 
Why  she  should  shell  out  the  boards  I  cannot  eo 
ceive  an  idea,  except  that  she  is  said  to  be  a 
and  may  befriend  us  as  so  many  dovila"         ^ 

"But  who  told  you  all  this ?*^ said  Clevelind, wil 
out  using  his  spy-glass,  or  seemine^so  much  i 
ed  in  the  news  as  nis  comrade  had  expected.     ^ 

"  Why,"  replied  Bunce,  "  I  made  a  trip  ash(J»« 
mpming  to  tne  village,  and  had  a  can  with  tt« 
aot^uaintance,  who  had  been  sen t- by  Master  tbw 
after  matters,  and  I  fished  it  all 
s,  too.  than  I  am  desirous 
Captain. 


[  out  of  hirfci 
dlinK  you,  I* 


took  after  matters,  and  I  fished  i 

more,  too.  than  I  am  desirous  of  telling  yoa,i 
'^-otain."  •    .  '  .    ,    1 

And  who  is  your  intelligencer?"  said  Clevel 
"has  he  «)t  no  name?"  . 

"  Why,  he  is  an  old,  fiddling,  fbppish  acqimmtttj 
of  mine,  called  Halcro,if  you  must  know  "saw  Bug 

"Hfflcio!"  echoed  Cleveland,  his  eyes  spirkljl 
with  surprise— "Claud  Halcro?— why,  hewentasMI 
at  Iganess  With  Minna  .and  her  sister— Where  u 
they?"  „     i 

•'^Why,  that  is  just  what  I  did  not  want  to  mm 
replied  the  confidant— " yet  hang  me  if  I  can  hdpi 
for  I  cannot  baulk  a  fine  situation.— That  sian  nw 
fine  effect— O  ay^  and  the  Fpy-glass  is  turned  on  « 
House  of  Stennis  now/— Well,  yonder  'hev  arej 
must  be  confessed— indifferently  well  guarded,  tj 
Some  of  the  old  witch's  people  are  come  over  fra 
that  mountain  of  an  ifland— Hoy,  as  they  caUB 
and  the  old  gentleman  has  got  some  fellows  unfl 
arms  himself  But  what  of  all  that,  noble  CaptJJ 
—give  you  but  the  word,  and  we  snap  up  the  weod^ 
tonight— clap  them  under  hatches— man  the  rt^ 
stem  by  daybreak— up  topsails— and  sail  wiUi  « 
morning  tide."  . ,  .„       „      ..  oiJ 

"You  sicken  me  with  your  \nllany,"  said  US^ 
land,  turning  away  fron^him.  , .  «    J 

"Umphr— villany,  and  sicken  yon!"  said  Bnijc] 
"Now,  pray,  what  have  I  said  but  what  has  fij 
done  a  thousand  times  by  gentlemen  of  fortune  Q 
ourselves?"  j 

"Mention  it  not  again,"  said  Cleveland ;  then  W 
a  turn  along  the  deck,  in  deep  meditation,  and.  col 
ing  back  to  Bunce,  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  sa 
"Jack.  I  w  ill  see  her  once  more." 

"With  all  my  heart,"  said  Bunce,  aullpnly. 

"Onct  more  will  1  see  her,  and  it  may  be  to  t 
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km  «t  her  fisM/this  oomed  trad6i  bad  wpiate  mj 


^At theffallowsP'  raid  Bunoe, eompleting the sen- 
lenee— "  With  alt  tnf  heart !— cofOeaa  and  be  hanaed 
m  a  most  iwrerend  proYerb." 

'*Nair-bat,  deer  J*:k  I"  raid  Cleveland. 

"Dear  Jack  V*  answered  Banca,  in  the  same  sullen 
MDe~^*a'dcar  sight  yoa  have  been  to  dear  Jack.  But 
hold  voor  own  courae— I  have  done  with  caring  for 

a  for  ever— I  should  but  sicken  you  with  my  vil- 
Ds^eounsels."  ^ 

**Now,  must  I  soothe  this  silly  fellow  as  if  he  were 
a  ipoiled  child,"  said  Cleveland,  speaking  at  Bunce, 
bet  net  to  him;  "and  yet  he. has  sense  enough,  and 
bravenr  enough,  too ;  and,  one  would  think,  kmdnees 
B  to  know  that  men  don't  pick  then-  words 
;  a  gale  of  wind." 

hy,  that's  true,  Cleipent,"  said  Bunco,  "and 
Me  is  mv  hand  upon  it— And,  now  I  think  upon*!, 
TOO  shall  have  your  last  interview,  for  it's  out  of  my 
line  to  prevent  a  parting  seen  it  and  what  si^ifies 
a  tide— we  can  sail  by  to-mont  its  ebb  as  well  as  by 
this." 


bnvenrc 
enoiigp  1 


Cleveland  sighed,  for  Noma's  prediction  ru^?d  ol 
his  raiad ;  but  the  opi^rtunity  or  a  last  meeting  with 
\  Wnna  was  too  temptmg  to  be  zeaigned  either  ior  pre- 
nntiment  or  prediction. 

"I  will  go  presently  ashore  to  the  place  where  they 
all  arO)"  said  Bunce;  "and  the  pavment  of  these 
MORS  shaU  BHve  me  for  a  pretext;  and  I  will  carry 
aay  letters  or  message  from  you  to  Minna  with  the 
mtntf  of  a  valot  de  chambre." 

"But  tbev  have  armed  men—yon  may  be  m  dan- 
ger" said  Cleveland. 
^Not  a  whit— not  a  whit,"  replied  Bunce.    "  I  pro- 

laetad  the  wenches  when  thev  were  in  my  power;  I 

vanaat  their^&ther  wiU  neither  wrong  mo,  nor  see 
■0  wTonged. 

"Yoa  say  true,"  said  Cleveland,  "it  is  not  in  his 
■aOBe.  I  will  instantly  write  a  note  to  Minna."  And 
■•ran  down  to  the  cabin  for  that  purpose,  where  he 
vuted  much  paper,  ere,  with  a  trembling  hand,  and 
throbbing  heart,  he  achieved  such  a  letter  as  he  hoped 
might  prevail  on  Minna  to  permit  him  a  faiewell  meet- 
hiK  on  the  soeceeding  morning. 

His  adherent.  Bonce,  in  the  mean  while,  sought  out 
PleCcher,  of  whose  support  to  second  any  motion 
whatevin'.  he  accounted  nimseLf  perfectly  sure ;  and, 
followed  by  this  trasty  satellite,  he  intruded  hmiself 
on  tile  awinl  preaenoe  of  Hawkins  the  boatswain, 
and  Derrick  the  qnarter-raascer,  who  were  regaling 
themselves  with  a  can  of  rumbo,  after  the  fatiguing 
dutrof  iheday. 

'Tlcre  comes  he  can  tell  us,"  said  Derrick.—"  Sa 
Maater  Lieutenant,  for  so  we  must  call  you  now,  I 
thmk.  let  OS  have  a  pe^p  into  your  counsels— When 
will  the  anchor  be  a-trip  7" 

"  When  it  pleases  heaven.  Master  Q,uarter-m aster," 
answered  Bunoe^ "  for  I  know  no  more  than  the  stern- 
poet."  • 

"  Why^d— n  rov  buttons,"  said  Derrick,  "do  we  not 
we^di  this  tide  7' 

"Or  to-morrow's  tide,  at  farthest 7"  said  the  Boat- 
swain—" Why,  what  have  we  been  slaving  the  whole 
esmpany  for,  to  get  all  these  stores  aboara7" 

"Gentlemen,"  said  Bunce»  "  you  are  to  know  that 
Oopid  has  laid  our  Captain  on  board,  carried  the  ves- 
sel and  nailed  down  his  wits  under  hatches." 

"Whatsortof  play-smfTis  all  this  7'*  said  the  Boat- 
swain, gruffly.  "  If  you  have  any  thing  to  tell  us,  say 
it  in  a  word,  like  a  man." 

" Howsomdever,"  sakl  Fletcher,  "I  always  tlunk 
Jack  Bunce  speaks  like  a  man,  and  acts  like  a  man 
Um>— end  so,  rfye  see^'— 

"  HoU  your  peace,  dear  Dick,  beat  of  bullybackti 
bsiilent,"  aaid  Bunoe— "  Gentlemen,  in  one  word  the 
Osptain  is  in  love." 

*- Why.  now,  only  think  of  that !"  said  the  Boat^ 
iwain;  "  not  but  that  i  have  been  in  love  as  often  as 
asy  man,  when  the  ship  was  laid  up." 

^  Well,  but ''  continued  Bunce^  "  Captain  Cleveland 
IS  in  love-~Yee^Prince  Volscius  is  in  love;  and 
though  that's  the  cue  for  laughing  on  the  stage,  it  is 
no  laughing  matt^  hers.   He expecu  to  meet  the  girl 


to-morrow,  for  the  last  time:  and  tha^  we  all  know, 
leads  to  another  meeting,  and  another,  and  so  on  till 
the  Halcvon  is  down  on  us,  and  then  we  may  look 
for  more  kicks  fban  halfpence." 

"Bv— ,"  said  the  Boatswain,  with  a  sounding  oath, 
"we^U  have  a  mutiny,  and  not  allow  him  to  go 
ashore, — eh  Derrick  7" 

"And  the  best  way,  too  "  said  Derrick. 

"What. d'ye  think  of  it,  Jack  Bunce 7"  said 
Fletcher,  in  whose  ears  this  eounset  sounded  very 
sagely,  but  who  still  bent  a  wistful  look  upon  his  com- 
panion. 

"Why,  look  ye,  gentlemen,"  said  Bunce,  "I  will 
mutiny  none,  and  atap  my  vitals  if  an  v  of  you  shall !" 

"  Why,  then  I  won't,  for  one,**  said  Fletcher ;  "but 
what  are  we  to  do,  since  howsomdever" . 

"  Stopper  your  jaw,  Dick,  will  you  7"  said  Bunce.— 
"  Now,  Boatswain,  I  am  partly  of  your  mind,  that  the 
Captain  must  be  brought  to  reason  by  a  little  wholes 
some  force.  Bat  you  all  know  he  has  the  spirit  of  a 
lion,  and  will  do  nothinff  unless  h^is  allowed  to  hold 
on  nis  own  course.  Well  Til  go  ashore  end  makis 
thia  appointment.  Thegin  comes  to  the  rendezvous 
in  the  morning,  and  the  Captain  goes  ashore— we  take 
a  good  boat's  crew  with  us.  to  row  against  tide  and 
current,  and  we  will  be  ready  at  the  signal,  to  jump 
ashore  and  bring  off  the  Captain  and  the  girl,  whether 
they  will  or  no.  The  pet-caild  will  not  quarrel  with 
US,  since  we  briiu<  off  his  whiriigig  along  with  him ; 
and  if  he  is  still  fractious,  why,  we  will  weigh  anchor 
without  hie  orders,  and  let  him  come  to  his  senses  at 
leisure,  and  know  his  ftiends  another  time." 

"Why,  this  has  a  face  with  it,  Master  Deirick,'' 
sauiHawkina 

"Jack  Bunce  is  always  rii^ht,"  said  Fletcher; 
"howsomdever,  the  Captain  wtU  shoot  some  of  lis, 
that  is  certain."^ 

"Hold  your  jaw,  Dick,"  said  Bunce;  "pray,  who 
the  devil  cares,  do  you  think,  whether  you  are  shot  or 
hanged  T' 

"  Why,  it  don't  much  argufy  for  the  matter  of  that,"  ' 
replied  Dick ;  "  howsomdever" 

"  Be  qu^t,  I  tell  yoiL"  said  his  inexorable  patron, 
"and  hear  me  out.— We  will  take  him  at  unawares, 
so  that  he  shall  neither  have  time  ro  use  cutlass  nor 
pops;  and  I  mvseU^ for  the  dear  love  I  bear  him,  will 
be  the  first  to  lay  him  on  his  back.  There  is  a  nice 
tight-going  bit  or  a  pinnaca  that  is  a  consort  of  this 
chase  of  the  Captain's,— if  I  have  an  opportunity,  fU 
snap  her  up  on  mv  own  account." 

"Yes.  yes,"  said  Derrick,  "let  you  alone  for  keep- 
ing on  the'look-out  for  your  own  comforts." 
^ Faith,  nay,"  said  Bunce,  "I  only  snatch  at  them 
when  they  come  fairly  in  my  way,  or  are  purchased 
by  dint  or  Ay  own  wit :  ana, none  of  you  could  have 
fallen  on  such  a  plan  as  this.  We  shall  have  the 
Captain  with  us,  head,  hand,  and  heart  and  all,  be- 
<«idcs  making  a  scene  fit  to  finish  a  comedy.  So  I 
will  go  ashore  to  make  the  appointment,  and  do  you 
possess  some  of  the  gentlemen  who  are  still  sober, 
and  fit  to  be  trusted,  with  the  knowledge  df  our  in- 
tentiona" 

Bunce,  with  his  friend  Fletcher,  departed  accord- 
ingly, and  the  two  veteran  pirates  remained  looking 
at  each  other  in  silence,  until  the  Boatswain  spoke  at 
last.  "  Blow  me.  Derrick,  if  I  like  these  two  dafia- 
dandilly  young  fellows :  tney  are  not  the  true  breed. 
Why,  they  are  no  more  like  tne  rovers  I  have  known, 
than  this  sloop  is  to  a  first-rate.  Why,  there  was  old 
Shame,  that  read  pmyers  to  his  ship's  company  every 
Sunday,  what  would  lie  have  said  to  have  heard  it 
proposed  to  bring  two  wenches  on  board  7" 

*'<And  what  would  tough  old  Black  Beard  have 
said,"  answered  his  companion  "  if  they  had  expected 
to  keep  them  to  themselves  7  They  deserve  to  be 
made  to  walk  the  plank  for  theu*  impudence ;  or  to  be 
tied  back  to  back  and  set  a-diving,  and  I  care  not 
how  soon." 


"Ay,  but  who  is  to  command  the  ship,  then  7"  said 
Hawkma 

"Why,  what  ails  yoQ  at  old  GoficT'  answerH 
Derrick. 

"  Whv,  he  has  sucked  the  monkey  so  long  and  so 
often«"  said  the  Boatswam,  "  that  the  best  of  him  is 
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boifed.   He  is  bttle  better  than  an  old  woman  when 
he  ia  sober,  and  he  is  roorinc:  mad  when  be  is  drunk— 
,     Yfe  have  had  enough  of  Groffd." 

"Why^  then,  what  d'ye  say  to  yourself,  or  to  roe, 
Boatswain  T  demandedT  the  Quarter-master.  **  I  am 
content  to  toss  up  for  it." 

"  Rot  it,  no,"  answered,  the  Boatswain^  after  a  mo 
ment's  oonsiaeration ;  **if  we  were  withm  reach  of 
the  trade- winds,  we  might  either  of  us  make  a  shift ; 
but  it  will  take  all  Cleveland's  navi|nition  to  get  us 
there;  and  so,  I  think,  there  is  nothing  like  Bonce's 
project  for  the  erssent.  Hark,  he  calls  for  the  boat—I 
must  go  on  deck  and  have  her  lowered  for  his  honour, 
d— n  rua  eyes."  ,  ,.  .      ' 

The  boat  was  lowered  acconnngly.  made  its  ▼(fy[age 
up  the  lake  with  safetv,  and  landed  Bunoe  within  a 
few  hundred  yards  of  the  old  mansion-house  of  Sten- 
-  nia.  Upon  arriving  in  front  of  the  house^  be  found 
that  hasty  measures  had  been  taken  to  put  it  in  a  state 
of  defence,  the  lower  windows  being  barricaded;  with 
places  left  for  use  of  musketry,  and^a  ship-gun  being 
placed  so  as  to  command  the  entrance,  which  was 
besides  guarded  by  two  sentinels.  Bunco  demanded 
admission  at  the  gate,  which  was  briefly  and  uncere- 
moniously refused;  with  an  exhortation  to  him,  at  the 
■ame  time^  to  be  gone  about  his  business  before  worse 
came  of  it.  As  he  continued,  however,  importunately 
to  insist  on  secmg  some  one  of  the  family,  and  stated 
his  busings  to  be  of  the  most  urgent  nature,  Claud 
Halcro  at  length  appeared,  and,  with  more  peevish- 
•ness  than  belonged  to  his  usual  manner,  that  admirer 
of  gtorious  John  e:tpostuIated  with  hia  old  acquaintp 
ance  upon  his  pertinacious  folly. 

"  You  are,"  he  said  "  like  foolish  motha  fluttering 
ab#ut  a  candle,  which  is  sure  at  last  to  consume 
you." 

**And  you,"  said  Bunca  "are  a  set  of  stlngless 
drones,  whom  we  can  smoke  out  of  your  defences  at 
our  pleasure,  with  half-a-dozen  of  hand-grenades." 

**  Smoke  a  fool's  head !"  said  Halcro;  "take  mr 
advice,  and  mind  your  own  matters,  or  there  will  be 
those  upon  you  will  smoke  you  to  purpose.  Either 
begone,  or  tell  me  in  two  worda  what  you'want;  for 
you  are  like  to  receive  no  welcome  here  sove  from  a 
ohndeibuss.  We  are  men  enough  of  ourselves  ^nd 
here  is  young  Mordaunt  Mertoun  come  from  Hoy, 
whom  your  Captain  so  nearly  murdered." 

"Tush,  man?'  said  Bunco,  "he  did  but  let  out  a 
/  little  malapert  blood." 

"  We  want  no  such  phlebotomy  here,"  said  Claud 
Halcro ;  "  and,  besides,  your  patient  Uirn?  out  to  be 
nearer  allied  to  ua  than  either  you  or  we  thought  of; 
•o  you  may  think  how  little  welcome  the  Captain  or 
any  of  his  crew,  are  like  to  be  here."  «  • 

*^Well;  but  what  if  I  bring  money  for  the 
sent  on  board  7" 

"Keep  it  till  it  is  asked  of  you."  said  Halcro. 
"Thijre  are  two  bad  paymasters— he.  that  pays  too 
soon,  and  he  tliat  does  not  pay  at  alL" 

"  Well,  then,  let  me  at  least  give  our  thanks  to  the 
donor,"  said  Bunce. 

"Kefp  them,  too,  till  they  are  asked  for,"  answered 

"So  this  is  all  the  welcome  I  have  of  you  for  old 
acquaintance'  sakel"  said  Bunce. 

*' Why,  what  can  I  do  for  you,  Master  Altamonti" 
said  Halcro,  somewhat  moved.— "If  young  Mordaunt 
had  had  his  own  will,  he  would  have  welcomed  you 
vnth  '  the  red  Burgundy,  Number  a  thousand.*  For 
God's  'sake  begone,  else  the  stage  direction  will  be. 
Enter  fruord,  and  seize  Allamont." 

"I  will  not  give  you  the  trouble,"  said  Bunce,  "but 
will  make  my  e.xit  mstantly.— Stay  a  moment— I  had 
ahnost  £orgo|  that  I  have  a  slip  of  paper  for  the  tallest 
of  your  girls  there— Minna,  ay.  Minna  is  her  name. 
ic  IS  a  farewell  from  Captain  Cleveland— you  cannot 
refuse  fc^  give  it  her  T* 

■  Ah,  poor  fellow  I"  said  Halcro—"  I  comprehend— 
I  comprehend— Farewell,  faur  Armida— 

'1^1  id  ptkM  and  *mid  bulletii,  *mid  tempctta  and  ftro, 
The  danger  if  leas  Uiwi  io  hopeloai  datire  I* 

Pell  me  but  this— is  there  poetry  in  it?" 
'  Cbokefol  to  the  seal,  with  song;  sonnet,  and 


dtogy/'  aiMweMd  Bmiee;  *'bal  kt  bar  have  ii  cm> 
tiousnr  and  secretly." 

"Tosh,  man !— teach  me  to  delimr  a  biUetdouzl 
—me,  who  have  been  in  the  Wits'  Cofiee*hoD8&  iii 
have  seen  all  the  toasts  of  the  Kit-Cat  Club  1— Mini« 
shall  have  it,  then,  for  okl  aoquaintanoe*  sake,  Mr. 
Altamont,  and  for  your  Captainrs  sake,  too,  who  m 
leas  of  the  core  of  devil  about  hhn  than  bis  tradtia- 
quires.    There  can  be  no  hurm  io  a  fiuewell  letter." 

"PawwcJlt  then,  old  boy,  for  evw  and  a  day  l"  aid 
Bunce ;  and  seizing  the  poet's  hand,  gave  it  so  Um$ 
a  gripcL  that  he  left  him  roaring,  ana  shaking  hitflit, 
hke  a  dog  when  a  hot  cinder  has  idlen  on  hnftot 


maintained  a  constant  and  careftd  watch  against  n^ 
prise. 

Mordaunt  Mertoun  had  been  noeived  with  nadk 
kmdness  by  Magnus  Trail,  when  be  came  to  hii  u* 
sistanoe,  with  a  small  party  of  Noraa'a  dependaai^ 
placed  by  her  under  his  command.  The  Udaller  mt 
easily  satisfied  that  the  reports  instilled  into  his  mt 
by  the  Jaggei^  zealous  to  augment  his  fovonrtoiiaii 
his  mora  profitable  customer  Cleveland.  b|[  ^^"^ 
ing  that  of  Mertoun,  wera  without  foondation.  m 
had,  indeed,  been  confirmed  by  the  good  Lady  Gkv- 
rowrum,  and  by  oommon  fame,  both  of  whom  vm 
pleased  to  represent  Mordaunt  Mertoun  aa  an  an»> 
sunt  pretender  to  the  favour  of  the  aiaien  of  Baq^ 
Westra.  who  only  heatated,  saltan*like,  on  whoBM 
should  bestow  the  handkerchief.  Bui  common  finaik 
Magnus  considered,  was  a  comnon  liar,  aod  hewM 
sometimea  disposed  (where  scandal  was  eoneerned^ 
to  regard  the  good  Lady  Gbwrowrura-aarathat  la 
uncomnion  specimen  of  the  same  ganns.  He  than* 
fore  received  Mordaunt  once  men  into  fidl  £iW 
listened  with  much  surprise  to  the  claim  wan 
Norna  laid  to  the-youngmah'sduty.  and  with  nolM 
interest  to  her  intentkm  of  sunendering  to  him  ths 
considerable  property  which  she  had  inherited  final 
her  father.  Nay,  it  la  even  probable  that,  thoogfa.lit 
gave  no  immedmte  anawer  to-her  hinta  concemug 
a  union  betwixt  hia  eldest  daughter  and  her  heic.  m 
might  think  such  an  alliance  racomnended,  as  weO  9 
the  young  man's  personal  merits,  aa  by  thecbaaeiit 
gave  of  reuniting  the  very  large  estate  which  hadbMi 
divided  betwixt  his  own  father  and  that  of  Nona 
At  all  events,  the  Udaller  received  his  young  iM 
with  much  kindness,  and  he  and  the  proprietor  of  oi 
mansion  joined  in  intrustiDg  to  hun,  as  the  yoaqpf 
and  most  active  of  the  party,  the  oharga  of  oomii|ii* 
ing  the  night-watch,  and  relieving  the  ~ 
around  the  House  of  Stennis. 


CHAPTER  XL. 

Of  an  ontlawe^  this  !a  tin  Iaw«- 
TliAt  men  hion  toka  and  bind, 

VlUioot  piiia  liang *d  to  be, 
And  waiTo  with  the  wind. 

Tk$BaUaiqrtk$Nlii 

MoBJ>AVHT  had  caused  the  sendneU  who  had  beA 
on  duty  since  midnight  u>  be  relieved  ere  the  peep  of 
day,  and  having  given  diitoctions  that  the  gain 
should  be  again  changed  at  sunrise^  he  had  retired  V 
a  small  parlour,  and,  placing^  hia  arma  beaide  him,  wis 
slumberuig  in  an  easy-ehair,  when  he  fait  biniu 
pnlled  by  the  watch-cloak  in  which  he  was  onveloiMdi 

"Is  it  sunrise,"  said  he,  "already?"  aa,startiflgtA 
he  discovered  the  first  beams  lying  level  iipoa  tM 
horizon.  I 

"  Mordaunt !"  aaid  a  voices  evoy  note  of  wfaico. 
mrilled  to  his  heart 

He  turned  his  eyes  on  the  speaker,  and  Bindl 
Troll,  to  his  joyful  aatonishment,  stood  before  mak 
As  he  was  about  to  addreas  her  eagerly,  he  wascbacied 
by  observing  the  aigns  of  aoirow  and  diseomposovl 
in  her  pale  checks,  trembling  hpe,  and  brimful  craa  ^ 

"  Mordaunt,"  she  said,  "  you  must  do  Minna  sm  nM 
a  favour— you  muat  allow  us  to  leave  t he houae quiet iti 
and  without  alarming  any  one,  in  order  to  go  as  far  if 
the  Standing  Stones  of  Stennlai" 
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"^What  freak  can  this  be,  dearest  BrendaT'  said 
Vbidaiiiit,  much  amazed  at  the  request— "some Or- 
eadian  obeenrance  of  superstition,  perhaps }  but  the 
time  is  too  danfreroua,  and  my  charge  from  your  father 
100  strict,  that  l  should  oermit  you  to  pass  Mrithout 
nia  consents  Consider,  oaarest  Brenda,  I  am  a  sol- 
dieron  duty,  and  must  obey  orders." 

**MoTdaunt,*'  said  Brenda.  "  this  is  no  jestin{(  mat- 
jsr^Uinna's  reason,  nay,  Minna's  life^  depends  on 
yoor  giving  us  this  permission." 

**  And  for  what  purpose  T'  said  Uoidatmt  i  "lat  me 
Hieaat  know  that" 

"  For  a  wild  and  a  desperate  purpose,"  replied  Bren- 
it— **It  is  that  she  may  meet  Cleveland."  > 

"Cleveland  V*  said  Mordaunt— "  Should  the  villahi 
flome  asbora  he  shall  be  welcomed  with  a  shower  of 
ri6e-ball8.  Let  me  within  a  hundred  yards  of  him^" 
he  added,  grasping  his  piece,  "  and  all  the  mischief 
be  has  done  me  shall  be  balanced  with  nn  ounce 
baOeir 

*  His  death  will  drive  Minna  frantic,"  said  Brenda ; 
tnd  him  who  injures  Minna,  Brenda  will  never  again 

bekjamon." 

*  Tiiis  is  madness— raving  madness  I"  said  Mor- 


Bienda, 


nothing^  to  the  state  she  has  been  in  all 

-^ She  holds  m  her  hand  his  letter,  written  in 

chameters  of  fire,  rather  than  of  ink,  imploring  her 
IS  see  him,  for  a  last  farewell  as  she  would  save  a 


t  bodv,  and  an  immortal  soul ;  pledging  himself 

for  her  safety ;  and  declaring  no  power  shall  force 
ma  torn  the  coast  titt  ho  has  seen  her.— Tou  must 
letosiafA." 

•It » impossible!**  replied  Mordaunt^  in  great  per- 
■leBff— **  This  ruffian  has  imprecations  enough^ 
dpOMiesa,  at  his  fingers*  ends— but  what  better  pledge 
Mfoe  to  offer?— I  cannot  permit  Minna  to  goi** 

•I  sofypose,"  said  Bienda,  somewhat  reproachfully, 
vhde  she  dried  her  tears,  yet  still  continued  sobbing; 

mat  theie  is  something  in  what  Noma  spoke  of  be- 
trat  Minna  and  you :  and  that  you  are  too  jealous  of 
tms  iKKir  wretch,  to  allow  him  even  to  speak  with  her 
IB  instant  before  his  departure.** 

^  Yon  are  aiyust,'*  said  Mordaunt,  hart,  and  yet 
•omewhat  flattered  by  her  suspicions,— "you  are  as 
oajust  as  you  are  imprudent. '  You  know— you  cannot 
hit  know^that  Minna  is  chiefly  dear  to  me  as  vour 

er.    TeH  me,  Brenda— and  tell  me  truly— if  1  aid 

I  in  this  folly,  have  you  no  suspicion  of  the  Pirate's 

••  No,  none;!'  said  Brenda ;  "if  I  had  any,  do  you 
think  I  would  urge  you  thus  1  He  is  wild  and  unhappy, 
bot  I  think  we  may  in  this  trust  him." 

*'Is  the  appointed  place  the  Standing  Stones,  and 
(he  time  daybreak  7"  again  demanded  Mordaunt. 


fonit 


"It  IS.  and  the  time  is  come^**  said  Brroda,— **for 
Heaven's  sake  let  us  depart !" 
,  "I  wiH  myseU;"  said  Mordaunt,  "relieve  the  scn- 
tnel  at  the  front  door  for  a  few  minutes,  and  suffer 
iw  to  pass.— T6o  will  ftot  protract  this  interview,  so 
isHof  danjcerr* 

Wo  will  not,**  said  Brenda ;  "  and  you,  oi 
part  will  not  avail  yotnsetf  of  this  unnaimy 
nnciinng  hither,  to  harm  or  to  seize  him  T 

"Rely  on  ray  honour,"  said  Mordaunt— "He  shall 
■lye  iKJ  harm,  unless  he  offeja  any." 

.  TTien  I  »>  to  call  my  sister,"  said  Brenda,  and 
qnackly  fen  the  apartmenu 


^  whole  to  turn  out  witii  their  arms— to  see  the 
voer  obeyed,  and  to  return  when  they  were  m  readi- 
KK.  ^Ifean  Ume,  he  himseU;  he  said,  would  remaiil 
i»Mi  the  post 

During  the  interval  of  the  sentiners  absence^  the 
Jjat  door  was  slowlv  openisd,  and  Minna  ard  Bren- 
oamared,  muffled  in  their  mantles.  The  former 
waed  on  her  sister,  and  kept  her  feoe  bent  on  the 
gound.  as  one  who  felt  ashanlcd  of  the  step  she  was 
■Mat  to  take.  Brenda  also  passed  her  lover  in  silenca 
Nt  threw  back  upon  him  a  look  of  graitftuda  and 
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afiection,  which  doubled,  if  possible,  his  aaziety  lor 
their  safety. 

The  sisters,  in  the  mean  while,  passed  out  of  sight 
of  the  house ;  when  Minna,  whose  step,  till  that  tinne, 
had  been  faint  and  feeble^  began  to  erect  her  person, 
and  to  walk  with  a  pace  so  firm  and  so  swift,  that 
Brenda,  who  had  some  difficulty  to  keep  up  with  her. 
could  not  forbear  remonstrating  on  the  unprudenoe  ol 
hurrying  her  spirits,  and  exhausting  hesibrce,  by  such 
unnecessary  haste. 

*^Fear  not,  my  dearest  abter,"  said  Minna ;  "  the 
roirit  which  I  now  feel  will,  and  must,  sustain  roe 
through  the  dreadful  interview.  I -could  not  but  move 
with  a  drooping  head,  and  dejected  pace,  while  1  was 
in  view  of  one  who  must  necessarily  deem  bm 
deserving  of  his  pity,  or-  his  scorn.  But  vou  know, 
my  dearest  Brenda,  and  Mordaunt  shall  also  know, 
that  the  love  I  bore  to  that  unhappy  maiL  was  as 
pure  as  the  rays  of  that  sun,  that  is  now  reflected  on 
the  waves.  And  I  dare  attest  that  glorious  sun,  and 
yonder  blue  heaven,  to  bear  me  witness,  that,  but  t«. 
uxge  him  to  change  his  unhappy  course  of  life,  I  had 
not,  for  all  the  temptations  this  round  worid  holdsi 
ever  consented  to  see  him  more.** 

As  she  spoke  thus,  In  a  tone  which  afforded  much 
confidence  to  Brenda,  the  sistera  attained  the  summit 
of  a  rising  ground,  whence  they  commanded  a  fiilt 
view  of  the  Orcadian  Stonehenge,  consisting  of  a 
huge  circle  and  semicircle  of  the  Standing  Stones,  as 
they  are  called,  which  already  glimmered  a  greyish 
white  in  the  rising  sun^  and  projected  far  to  the  west-, 
ward  their  long  ragantic  shadows.  At  another  tim^ 
the  scene  would  nave  operated  powerfully  on  the  ima- 
ginative mind  of  Minna,  and  mterested  the  curiosity 
at  least  of  her  less  sensitive  sister.  But,  at  this 
moment,  neither  was  at  leisure  to  receive  the  im- 
pressions which  this  stupendous  monument  of  an- 
tuuity  is  so  well  calculated  to  impress  on  the  feelings 
of  those  who  behold  it ;  for  they  saw,  in  the  lower 
lake,  beneath  what  is  tenned  the  Bridge  of  Broisgai^ 
a  boat  well  manned  and  armed,  which  had  disem- 
barked one  of  its  crew,  who  advanced  alone,  and 
wnmped  in  a  naval  cloak,  towards  that  monumental 
circle  which  they  themselves  were  about  to  tee^ 
from  another  quarter. 

**  They  are  many,  and  they  are  armed,**  said  the 
startled  Brenda,  in  a  whisper  to  her  sister. 

**  It  is  for  precaution's  sake,"  answered  Minna, 
"which,  alas,  theur  condition  rendere  but  too  ne- 
oeesary.  Fear  no  treachery  from  him— that,  at  leasti 
is  not  nis  vice." 

As  she  spoke,  or  shortly  afterwards,  she  attained  the 
centre  of  the  circle,  on  wliich,  in  the  midst  of  the  tall 
erect  piilara  of  rude  stone  that  are  raised  around,  lies 
one  flat  and  prostrate,  supported  by  short  stone  pillar^ 
of  which  some  relics  ore  stili  visible^  that  had  once 
served,  perhaps,  the  purpose  of  an  altar. 

"  Here,*'  she  said,  "  m  heathen  times  (if  we  may 
believe  legends,  which  have  cost  me  but  too  dear) 
our  ancestore  oflered  sacrifices  to  heathen  deities— 
and  here  will  I,  from  my  soul,  renounce,  abjure,  and 
ofler  up  to  a  better  and  a  more  merciful  God  than 
was  known  to  them,  the  vain  ideas  with  which  my 
youthful  imagination  has  been  seduced." 

She  stood  oy  the  prostrate  table  of  stone,  and  saw 
Cleveland  advance  towards  her,  with  a  tiinid  pac& 
and  a  downcast  look,  as  diflerent  from,  hie  usual 
character  and  bearing,  as  Minna's  high  air  and  lofty 
demeanour,  and  calm  contemplative  posture,  were 
distant  from  those  of  the  love-lorn  and  broken-hearted 
maiden,  whose  weight  had  almost  borne  down  the 
support  of  her  sister  as  she  left  the  House  of  Steiinis, 
If  the  belief  of  those  is.true,  who  assign  these  singiilai 
monuments  exclusively  to  the  Druids,  Miona  might 
have  seemed  the  Haxa,  or  high  priestess  of  the  order,  > 
from  whom  some  champion  of  the  tribe  expected 
inauguration.  Or,  if  we  hold  the  circles  of  Gothic 
and  Scandinavian  origin,  she  might  have  seemed  a 
descended  Vision  of  Freya,  the  spouse  of  the  Thun- 
dering Deity,  before  whom  some  bold  Sea-Kmg  oi 
champion  bent  ^ith  an  awe,  which  no  mere  mortal 
terror  could  have  inflicted  upon  him.  Brenda,  over- 
whelmed with  inexpressible  fear  and  doubt,  remaine4 
a  pace  or  two  behind,  anaously  observing  tb« 
39 
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motions  of  Clpveland.  and   attending  to   nothing 
around,  save  to  hhn  and  to  her  sister. 

Cleveland  apprrjachcd  within  two  yards  of  Minna, 
and  bent  his  htjod  to  the  ground.  There  was  a  dead 
pause,  until  Minna  said,  in  a  firm  but  melancholy 
tone,  "Unhappy  man,  wky  didst  thou  seek  this 
aggravation  ol  our  wo  ?  Depart  in  peace,  and  mav 
Heaven  direct  thee  to  a  better  course  than  that  which, 
thv  Hfe  has  yet  held !" 

** Heaven  ^^11  not  aid  me,*' said  Cleveland,  "ex- 
cepting by  your  voice.  I  came  hither  rude  and  wild, 
scarce  knowing  that  my  trade,  my  desperate  trade, 
was  more  criminal  in  the  sight  of  man  or  of  Heaven, 
than  that  of  those  privateers  whom  your  law  acknow- 
ledges. I  was  bred  in  it  and,  but  for  the  wishes  you 
have  encouraged  me  to  form,  I  should  have  perhaps 
died  in  it,  desperate  and  impelhttent.  O,  do  not  throw 
me  from  you !  let  me  do  something  to  redeem  what  I 
have  done  amiss,  and  do  not  leave  your  own  work 
half-finished  r'     . 

"Cleveland,"  said  Minna,  "I  will  not  reproach  you 
with  abusing  my  inexperience,  or  with  availing  your- 
self of  those  delusions  which  the  credulity  of  early 
youth  had  thing  around  me,  and  which  led  me  to 
confound  your  fatal  course  of  life  with  the  deeds  of 
our  ancient  heroes.  Alas,  when  I  saw  your  followers, 
that  illusion  was  no  more!— but  I  do  not  upbraid  you 
with  its  hanng  existed.  Go,  Cleveland;  detach 
yourself  from  those  miserable  wretches  with  whom 
you  are  associated,  and  believe  me,  that  if  Heaven 
.  yet  grants  you  the  means  of  distineuishir^g  pur  name 
by  one  good  or  glorious  action,  there  are  eyes  left  in 
these  lonely  islands,  that  will  weep  as  much  for  joy, 
as— as— they  must  now  do  for  sorrow.*' 

"  And  18  this  all  V*  said  Cleveland ;"  and  may  I 
not  hope,  that  if  I  extricate  myself  from  my  present 
associates— if  I  can  gain  my  pardon  by  being  as  bold 
in  theri^ht,  asl  have  been  too  often  in  the  wroiig 
cause— If.  alter  a  term,  I  care  not  how  long— but  still 
a  term  which  may  have  an  end,  I  can  boast  of  having 
redeemed  my  fame— may  I  not— may  I  not  hope  that 
Minna  may  fors^ve  what  my  God  and  my  country 
shall  have  pardoned  7" 

"Never,  Cleveland,  ncterl"  said  Minna,  with  the 
utmost  firmness^  "  on  this  spot  we  part,  andpart  for 
ever,  and  part  without  longer  indulgence.  Think  of 
me  as  of  one  dead,  if  you  continue  as  you  now  are ; 
but  if^  which  may  Heaven  grant,  you  change  your 
&tal  cogrse,  think  of  me  then  as  one,  whose  morning 
and  evening  prayers  will  be  for  your  happiness, 
though  she  hast  lost  her  own.— Farewell,  Cleveland  V* 

He  kneeled,  overpowered  by  his  own  bitter  feeUnjgis, 
to  take  the  hand  which  she  held  out  to  him,  andin, 
*  that  instant,  his  confidant  Bunce,  starting  from  be- 
hind one  of  the  large  upright  pillars,  his  eyes  wet  with 
tears,  exclaimed— 

"  Never  saw  such  ^  parting  scene  on  any  stiige ! 
But  V\l  be  4-^  if  you  make  your  exit  as  you  expect !" 

And  so  saying,  ere  Cleveland  could  employ  either 
ramonstrance  or  resistance,  and  indeed  before  he 
could  get  upon  his  feet,  he  easily  secured  him  by  pul- 
ling him  down  on  his  back,  so  that  two  or  three  of 
the  boat's  crew  seized  him  by  the  arms  and  legs,  and 
began  to  huny  him  towards  the  l&ke.  Minna  and 
Brenda  shrieked,  and  attempted  to  fly ;  but  Derrick 
snatched  up  the  former  with  as  much  ease  as  a  falcon 
pounces  on  a  pigeon,  while  Bunce,  with  an  oath* or 
two  which  were  mtended  to  be  of  a  consolatory  na- 
ture, seized  on  Brenda  j  and  the  whole  pdriy,  with 
two  or  three  of  the  other  pirate&  who,  stealing  from 
the  water-side,  had  accompanica  them  on  the  ambus- 
cade, began  hastily  to  ron  towards  the  boat,  which 
was  left  in  charge  of  two  of  their  number.  Their 
course,  however,  was  unexpectedly  interrupted,  and 
then*  criminal  purpose  entirely  frustrated. 

When  Mordaunt  Mertoun  had  turned  out  bis  guard 
in  arma,  it  was  with  the  natural  purpose  of  watching 
i»ver  the  saf**"  of  the  two  sisters.  They  had  accord- 
ingly closely  observed  the  motions  of  tiie  pirates,  and 
when  they  saw  so  many  of  them  leave  the  boat  and 
•teal  towards  the  place  of  rendezvous  assigned  to 
Cleveland,  they  naturally  suspected  treachery,  and  by 
cover  of  an  ola  hollow  way  or  trench,  which  perhaps 
nad  anoentiv  been  connected  with  the  monumental 


circle,  they  had  thrown  iheraaalvcs  nnpeiceived  be- 
tween the  pirates  and  their  boat  At  the  cries  of  il« 
sisters,  they  started  up  and  pjaced  themselves  in^tha 
way  of  the  rufiians,  pretenting  their  pieces,  whidi, 
notwithstanding,  they  dared  not  fire,  for  fear  of  hurt- 
ing the  young  ladies,  secured  as  they  were  in  theiud* 
grasp  of  the  marauders.  Mordaunt,  however,  ad- 
vanced with  the  speed  of  a  wild  deer  on  Bunce,  wha 
loath  to  quit  his  prev,  yet  unable  to  defend  himBeU 
otherwise,  turned  to  this  side  and  that-altemaiely 
posing  Brenda  to  the  blows  which  Mordaunt  < 

at  him.  This  defence,  however,  proved  in  vain  t^     , 

a  y^>uth,  possessed  of  the  lightest  foot  and  most  actiw 
hand  ever  known  in  Zatland,  and  after  a  feint  or  tw<v 
Mordaunt  brought  the  pirate  to  the  around  ^th  a 
stroke  from  the  but  of  the  carabine,  which  he  daved 
not  use  otherwise.  At  the  same  time  fire-arms  wem 
discharged  on  cither  side  by  those  who  were  liable  to 
no  such  cause  of  forbearance,  and  the  pirates  who  had 
hold  of  Cleveland,  dropped  him,  naturally  enotif^  la 
provide  for  their  own  defence  or  retreat.  But  imy 
only  added  to  the  numbers  of  their  enemiea;  tip 
Cleveland,  perceiving  Minna  in  the  arms  of  DenidL 
snatched  her  from  the  ruffian  with  one  hand,  aaa 
with  the  other  shot  him  dead  on  the  spot  Two  cc 
three  more  of  the  pirates  fell  or  were  taken,  the  rest 
fled  to  their  boat,  pushed  vfl[j  then  turned  their  broad* 
side  to  the  shore,  and  fired  repteatedly  on  the  Orcadiaa 
party,  which  they  returned,  with  Uttle  injury  oa  eithsi 
side.  Mean  whUe  Mordaunt,  havin«r  first  seen  thai 
the  sisters  were  at  liberty  and  in  full  flight  toivvardt 
the  house,  advanced  on  Cleveland  with  his  cntlast 
drawn.  The  pirate  presented  a  pistol,  and  callins  oat 
at  the  same  time,— "Mordaunt  I  never  missea  ay 
aim,"  he  fired  into  the  air,  and  threw  it  mto  the  lake; 
then  drew  his  cutlass,  brandished  it  round  his  haad, 
and  fiung  that  also  as  far  as  his  arm  could  eend  it,  in 
the  same  direction.  Yet  such  was  the  univeraal  be- 
lief of  his  personal  strength  and  resourqesi  that  Mor* 
daunt  still  used  precaution,  as.  advancing  on  Cleve- 
land, he  asked  if  he  surrendered. 

"1  surrender  to  no  man,"  said  the  Pirate-captain: 
"  but  you  may  see  I  have  thrown  away  my  weapona.** 

He  was  immediately  seized  by  some  of  the  Orca- 
dians without. his  ofiering  any  resistance;  but  the 
instant  interference  of*  Mordaunt  prevented  bia  Mm 
roughly  treatedi  or  bound.  The  victors  conducM 
him  to  a  well-secured  upper  apartment  in  the  Hona 
of  Stennis,  and  placed  a  sentinel  at  the  door.  Bnoee 
and  Fletcher,  both  of  whom  had  been  stretched  oa 
the  field  during  the  skirmish,  were  lodged  in  thes 
chamber;  ana  two  prisoners,  who  appeared  of  I 
rank,  were  confined  in  a. vault  belongmg  to  the  i 
sion. 

Without  pretending  to  describe  the  joy  of  Magpaa 
TroiL  who.  when  awakened  by  tlie  noise  and  firaiK. 
found  his  daughters  safe,  and  nls  enemy  a  ptisoner^ 
we  shall  only  say,  it  was  so  great,  that  he  Sorgoi^  for 
the  time  at  least,  to  inquire  what  circumstancee  w«pa 
those  which  had  placed  them  in  danger;  that  ha 
hugged  Mordaunt  to  bis  breast  a  thousand  times^  as 
their  preserver ;  and  swore  as  often  bj  the  botiea  ol 
bis  sainted  namesake,  that  if  he  ban  a  thouaaad 
daughters,  so  tight  a  lad,  and  so  true  a  friend,  tiusM 
have  the  choice  of  them,  let  Lady  Qk>wrownuii  aay 
what  she  would. 

A  very  diflerent  scene  was  passing  in  the  prison 
chamber  of  the  unfortunate  Cleveland  and  hie  asai>> 
dates.  The  Captain  sat  by  the  window,  hiaeyes  bnt 
on  the  prospect  of  the  sea  which  h  presented,  and  wa» 
seemingly  so  intent  on  it,  as  to  be  inseosiole  of  tha 
presence  of  Uie  others.  Jack  Bunco  stood  meditating 
some  ends  of  verse,  in  order  to  make  hia  advances 
towards  a  reconciliation  with  Cleveland ;  Cor  ha  be- 
gan to  be  sensible,  from  the  consequence^  that  th« 
Piirt  he  had  played  towards  his  Captain,  however 
wcU  intended,  was  nether  lucky  in  iu  isaue^  mw 
likely  to  be  well  uken.  His  admirer  and  adh«!feB« 
Fletcher  lay  half  aslee^,  as  it  seemed,  on  a  tnM:kte» 
bed  in  the  room,  without  the  least  attempt  to  iniei^ 
fere  in  the  conversation  which  ensued. 

"  Nay,  but  speak  to  4n&  Clement,"  said  the  peni^ 
tent  Lieutenant,  *' if  it  be  but  to  swear  at  me  for  nif 
stuoiditv* , 


hMf.JOA.] 


THE  PIRATB. 


m 


'Whtt  I  Mt  til  oath  f-Naj.  Omii  the  world  com  bird, 
tfCUfM  chmiot  niuohii  MuMto  OB  ooUi."^ 

'  *I  pntbee  peace,  and  beffon^!"  said  Cleveland ; 
'Have  one  bosom  friend  leit  yet,  and  you  will  make 
ne  bestow  its  cont#iuon  you,  or  on  myaelf." 

"I  have  ill"  aaid  Bunce,  *'Xha?eitr*  and  on  he 
weot  in  the  vein  of  Jaffier— 

•* '  Then,  bj  tha  hall  I  meril^  I'll  not  leava  thea> 
Till  to  thnolf  at  leaat  tjioa'n  reconciled. 
However  thy  reeenlmeat  deaJ  with  me  I*" 

*Ipm  you  once  more  to  be  silent,"  mid  Clere- 
hiui— "fs  It  not  enough  that  you  have  undone  me 

!  with  your  treachery,  but  you  mu«t  stun  me  with  your 
dif  Duffoonery?— 1  would  not  have  believed  you 
would  have  lifted  a  finger  against  me,  Jack,  of  any 
mail  or  devil  in  yonder  unhappy  ship." 
"Who,  IT*  exclaimed  Bunce,  **I  lift  a  finger 
iSiinst  you  !~and  if  I  did.  it  was  in  pure  love,  ana  to 
nike  you  the  happiest  fellow  that  ever  trode  a  deck, 
with  your  mistress  besides  you^  and  fiftv  fine  fellows 
It  your  command.  Here  is  Dick  Fletcher  can  bear 
witness  I  did  all  for  the  best  if  he  would  but  speak. 

.  iosteid  of  lolloping  there  like  a  Dutch  dogger  laid 
op  to  be  careened.— Get  up,  Dick,  and  spcaii  for  me, 
won't  you  1" 

.  *'^»Y^  yes,  Jack  Bunce,"  answered  Fletcher,  rai9- 
iag  himself  with  difficulty,  and  speaking  feebly,  •*,! 
wis  if  I  can^and  I  always  knew  you  spoke  and  did 
fiithebest-^ut  howsomdever^  d*ye  see,  it  has  turned 
OBtfor  the  worst  for  me  this  time,  for  I  am  bleeding 
todeatb,  I  think." 

*Tou  cannot  be  such  an  ass  V*  said*  Jack  Bunce, 
^raging  to  his  assistance,  as  did  Cleveland.  But 
DBBn  aid  caiye  too  late— be  sunk  back  on  the  bed, 
nitaning  on  his  face,  expired  without  a  groan. 

lihrays  thought  him  ad— d  fool,"  said  Bunce, 
ttiewipod  a  tear  from  his  eye,  "but  never  such  a 
ttntonmate  idiot  as  to  hop  the  perch  so  sillily.  I 
nralosi  the  beat  follower"— and  he  again  wiped  hia 

Clevelaod  looked  on  the  dead  body,  the  rugged 
wtures  of  which  had  remained  unaltered  by  the 
wth-pang-^A  bull-dog,"  he  said,  "of  the  true  Bri- 
pn  breed,  and,  with  a  better  counsellor,  would  have 
well  a  better  man." 

.  ypu  may  say  that  of  some  other  folks,  toa  Cap- 
wn,  if  you  are  minded  to  do  them  Justice,"  said 
fmce. 

"I  may  indeed,  and  especially  of  yourself;"  said 
Uevejand.  in  reply. 


„.  ,Wliy  then,  say,  Jack,  1/orgivt  yoit,"  said  Bunce; 

'i?  W  ?  s^ort  word,  ana  soon  spoken." 
j  forgive  you  from  all  my  isoul^  Jack,"  said  Clcve- 
»fla<  who  had  resumed  his  situation  at  the  window ; 

tod  the  rather  that  your  follv  is  of  litde  conse- 
qBeace— the  morning  is  come  that  must  bring  ruin 
WuaaH" 

."What!  you  are  thinkmg  of  the  old  woman's  pn>- 
PWCT  ypu  spokq  off*  said  Bunce. 

It  will  soon  be  accomplished,"  answered  Clcve- 
««.  "Come  hither;  what  do  you  lake  yon  large 
jl^re-ntged  vessel  for,  that  you  see  doubling  the 
"adiandon  the  east,  and  openmg  the  bay  of  Strom- 

,*Why,  I  can't  well  make  her  out,"  said  Bunce, 
nt  vonder  is  old  Oroffe,  takes  her  for  a  West  India- 
ittQ  Loaded  with  rum  and  sugar,  I  suppose,  for  d— n 
wu  he  does  not  slip  cable,  and  stand  out  to  her !" 

Instead  of  running  into  the  shoal-water,  which 
Jw  nis  only  safety,"^  said  Cleveland— "The  fool! 
g  dotard !  the  drivelling,  drunken  idiot  I— he  will  get 
Sjip  hot  enough ;  for  yon  is  the  Halcyon— See,  she 
*«ts  her  colours  and  fires  a  broadside  I  and  there 
3^  Won  be  an  end  of  the  Fortune's  Favourite!  I 

dank.    The 

_    sois  Goflfe, 

^«  ... ......  „«.„  „«...„...    .  w  ^  o..«  shoots  away, 

^all  the  sail  she  can  spread,  and  that  shows  some 

"IT* 

lU  Y  ^  ***  ^^^y  Hodge,  the  old  black  flag,  with 
P^eaths  bead  and  hour-glass,  and  that  shows 
"SjiBpunk,"  added  his  comrade. 
.    ilie  hour-dass  is  turned  for  ua,  Jack,  for  thia 
««-o«r  sand  is  running  fast.— Fire  away  yet,  my 


roving  lad !  Tlie  deep  tea  or  tlie  blue  sky,  nAtt 
than  a  rope  and  a  yard-arm  f* 

There  was  a  moment  of  anxious  imd  dead  silence; 
the  sloop,  though  hard  pressed,  maintaininsf  still  t 
running  nght,  and  the  frieate  continuinff  in  full  chase, 
but  scarce  remrning  a  ebot.  At  length  the  vessels 
neared  each  other,  so  as  to  show  that  the  man-of* 
war  intended  to  board  the  sloop,  instead  of  sinking 
her,  probably  to  secnie  the  plunder  which  might  be  in 
the  pirate  veeeel. 

**  ffow,  Gofle— now.  Boatswain  I"  exclatmed  Cldve- 
land,  in  an  ecstasjr  of  impatience,  and  as  if'  they  • 
could  have  heard  his  commands,  "stand  by  sheets 
and  tack— rake  her  with  a  broadside,  when  Vou  are 
under  her  bows,  then  about  ship,  and  go  off  on  the 
other  tack  like  a  wild-goose.  The  sails  shiver— the 
hehn*s  a-lee— Ah !— deep-sea  sink  the  lubbere !— they 
miss  stays,  and  the  ftigate  runs  them  aboard  !'* 

Accordingly,  the  various  manoeuvres  of  the  chase 
had  brought  them  so  near,  that  Cleveland,  with  his 
spy-glass,  could  see  the  men-of-war's-men  boarding 
by  the  yards  and  bowsprit,,  in  irresistible  numbeis. 
their  naked  cutlasses  flashing  in  the^sun  when,  at 
that  critical  moment,  both  shms  were  envelopea,in  a 
cloud  of  thick  black  smoke,  which  suddenljF  aroee  on 
board  the  captured  pirate. 

'^Exeunt  omnes!"  said  Bunce,  with  clasped  hands, 

**  There  went  the  Fonune^s  Favourite,  ship  ana 
crew  I"  said  Cleveland,  at  the  same  instant. 

But  the  smoke  immediately  clearing  away,  showed 
that  the  damage  had  only  been  partial,  and  that, 
from  w#nt  of  a  auflicient  quantity  of  powder,  the 
pirates  had  failed  in  their  desperate  attempt  to  blow 
up  their  vessel  with  the  Halcyon. 

Shortly  after  the  action  was  over.  Captain  Wea» 
therport  of  the  Halcyon  sent  an  officer  and  a  party  of 
marmes  to  she  house  of  Stennis,  to  demand  from  the 
little  garrison  the  pirate  seamen  who  were  their  pri* 
soners,  and,  in  particular,  Cleveland  and  Bunco,  who 
acted  as  Captain  and  Li6u  tenant  of  the  gang. 

This  was  a  demand  which  was  not  to  be  resisted, 
though  Magnus  Troil  could  have  wished  sincerely 
that  the  roof  under  which  he  lived  had  been  allowed 
as  an  asylum  at  least  to  Cleveland.  But  the  officer's 
orders  were  peremptory ;  and  he  added,  it  was  Cap- 
tain Weatherport's  intention  to  land  the  other  pri«  i 
soners,  and  send  the  whole,  with  a  sufficient  escort, 
across  the  island  to  Kirkwall,  in  order  to  imdergo  an 
examination  there  before  the  civil  authorities,  pre- 
vious to  their  being  sent  off  to  London  for  trial  at  the* 
High  Court  of  Admiralty.  Magnus  could  therefore 
bnly  intercede  for  good  usage  to  Cleveland,  and  that 
he  might  not  be  stripped  or  plundered,  which  the 
officer,  struck  by  his  good  mien,  and  compassionating 
his  situation,  readily  promised.  The  honest  Udaller 
would  have  said  something  in  the  way  of  comfort  to 
Cleveland  himself,  but  he  could  not  find  words  to  ' 
express  it,  find  only  shook  his  head. 

'*Old  friend,"  said  Cleveland,  "you  may  have  much 
to  complain  of— yet  you  pity  instead  of  exulting  over 
me— for  the  sake  of  you  and  yoursL  I  will  never  harm 
human  being  more.  Take  this  from  me— my  last 
hope,  but  my  last  temptation  also"— he  drew  from 
his  bosom  a  pocket-pistol,  and  gave  it  to  Magnus 
TroiL  "Remember  me  to— But  no— let  every  one 
foiget  m&— I  am  your  prisoner,  sir,"  said  he  to  the 
oflncer. 

"  And  I  also,"  said  poor  Bunce ;  and  putting  on  a 
theatrical  countenance,  he  ranted,  with  no  very  per- 
ceptible faltering  in  his  tone,  the  woids  of  Pierre : 

"  'Captain,  you  thonld  be  a  gentleman  of  honour; 
Keep  off  the  rabble,  that  I  mar  have  room 
To  entertain  my  ftite,  and  die  withdeoeocy." 


CHAPTER  XLI. 
ley,  jof  fai  Londoa  now  i-Bovthbt. 
IViB  news  of  the  capture  of  the  Rover  reached 
Kirkwall,  about  an  hour  be/ore  noon,  and  filled  all 
men  with  wonder  and  with  joy.  Little  buriness  wtu 
that  day  done  at  the  Fair,  whilbt  people  of  all  ana 
and  occupations  streamed  from  the  place  to,  see  the 
prisoners  as  they  were  marched  towards  Kirkwall, 
and  to  triumph  in  the  different  appearance  which  they 


v^P9^^ 
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now  boie»  fiom  that  which  they  hai  fbnneily  exhi- 
bitcd  when  ranting,  swasgerin^,  and  buIlyiiiK  in  the 
Blraetfl  ci  that  town.  The  bayonets  of  tna  marines 
were  sooa  aeen  to  ffttsten  in  the.aun,  and  then  carae 
on  the  melancholy  troop  of  captive&  handcufied  two 
•nd  two  together.  Their  finery  had  been  partly  torn 
from  them  by  their  capiors,  partly  hung  in  rags  about 
them  :  many  were  wounded  ana  covered  with. blood, 
maoy  olackened  and  scorched  with  the  explosion,  by 
whicti  a  few  of  the  most  desperate  had  in  vain  striven 
to  blow  up.  the  vessel.  Most  of  them  seemed  auUen 
and  impenitenti  some  were  more  beoomin^y  afiected 
with  their  condition,  and  a  few  braved  it  out,  and 
song  the  same  ribald  songs  to  which  they  had  made 
the  stieets  of  Kirkwall  ring  when  they  weps  in  their 
frolics.  A 

'  The  Boatswain  and  Goflfe,  coupled  together,,  ex- 
haust^ themselves  in  threats  and  imprecations 
against  each  other;  the  former  charging  Oofle  with 
want  of  seamanahip;  and  the  latter  alleging  that  the 
Boatswain  had  prevented  him  from  firing  the  powder 
that  was  stowed  forward,  and  so  sending  them  all  to 
<  .the  other  world  together.  Last  came  Cleveland  and 
Bun<?e,  who  were  permitted  to  walk  unshackled ;  the 
decent  melancholy,  yet  resolved  manner  of  the  for- 
mer, contrasting  strongly  with  the  stage  strut  and 
■wageer  which  poor  Jack  thou^t  it  fitting  to  assume, 
in  order  to  conceal  some  less  dignified  emotions.  The 
former  was  looked  upon  with  compassion,  the  latter 
with  a  mixture  of  scorn  and  pity  {  while  most  of  the 
Others  inspired  horror,  and  even  fear,  by  their  looks 
and  their  language.   .  * 

There  was  one  individual  in  Kiikwall,  who  was  so 
far  from  hastening  to  see  the  sight  which  attracted 
all  eyes,  that  he  was  not  even  aware  of  the  event 
which  agitated  the  town.  This  was  the  elder  Mer- 
loun,  whose  residence  in  Kirkwall  had  been  for  two 
at  three  days,  part  of  which  had  been  spent  in  attend- 
Ag  to  8t>me  judicial  proceedings,  undertaken  at  the 
Distance  of  the  Procurator  Fiscal,  against  that  grave 
professor,  Bryce  Snailsfoot.  In  consequence  of  an 
inquisition  into  the  proceedings  of  this  worthy  trader, 
Cleveland's  chest,  with  his  papers  and  other  matters 
therein  contained,  had  been  restored  to  Mertoun,  as 
the  lawful  custodier  thereof,  until  the  right  owner 
shoiik]  be  in  a  situation  to  establish  his  right  to  them, 
ttertoun  was  at  first  desirous  to  throw  back  upon 
Justice  the  charge  which  she  wss  disposed  to  intrust 
him  with ;  but,  on  perusing  one  or  two  of  the  papers, 
he  hastily  changed  his  mind^in  broken  words,  re- 
€|uested  the  Magistrate  to  let  the  chest  bo  sent  to  his 
lodgings,  and,  hastening  homeward,  bolted  himself 
into  the  room,  to  consider  and  digest  the  singular 
informatk>n  which  chance  had  thus  conveyed  to  him, 
and  which  increased,  in  a  tenfold  degree,  his  impa- 
tience for  an  interview  with  the  mysterious  Noma  of, 
the  Fitful-head. 

It  may  be  remembered  that  she  hod  required  of 
him,  when  they  met 'in  the  Churchyard  of  Saint 
Ninian,  to  attend  in  the  outer  aisle  of  the  Cathedral 
of  Saint  Magnus,  at  the  hour  of  noon,  on  the  fifth 
day  of  the  Fair  oi  Saint  Olla,  there  to  meet  a  person 
by  whom  the  fate  of  MordiRunt  would  be  explained  to 
hun.— "It  must  be  herselfi'  he  said;  "and  that  I 
sliould  see  her  at  this  moment  is  indispensable 
How  to  find  her  sooner,  X  know  not;  and  better  lose 
a  few  hours  even  in  this  exigence,  than  offend  her 
by  a  premature  attempt  to  force  myself  on  her 
presence.*' 

Long,  therefore,  before  noon—long  before  the  town 
of  K'rkwall  was  agitated  by  the  news  of  the  events 
on  the  other  side  of  the  iuand.  the  elder  Mertoun 
.was  pacing  the  deserted  aisle  of  the  Cathedral,  await- 
ing, with  agonizing  eagerness,  the  expected  commu- 
nication from  Noma.  The  bell  tolled  twelve— no  door 
opened— no  one  was  seen  to  enter  the  Cathedral ;  bat 
the  last  sound  had  not  ceased  to  reverberate  through 
the  vaulted  roof,  when,  gliding  from  one  of  the  inte- 
rior side-aisiesL  Noma  stood  before  him.  Mertoun, 
indifierent  to  the  apparent  mysterv  of  her  sudden  ap- 
proach, (with  the  secret  of  which  the  reader  is  ac- 
quainted,) went  up  to  her  at  onc^  with  the  earnest 
ejaculation—"  Ulla— UUa  Troil— aid  me  to  save  our 
ttabappyboyl" 


**To,XniiTIVNV*  said  Norot,  "I  answer  di4- 
gave  that  name  to  the  wmds,  on  the  nigkt  that  cost 
me  a  father  r 

**  Soeak  not  of  th^  nightof  honor,"  said  MertooA; 
"we  nave  need  of  our  reason— let  us  not  think  on 
recollections  which  may  destio^  it :  but  aid  nfl^  if 
thou  canst,  to  save  our  unfortunate  child  P' 

"Vaughan,"  answered  Noma,  "he  is  already nrri 
—long  smce  saved ;  think  you  a  mother's  hand-od 
that  of  such  a  mother  as  I  am— would  await  m 
crawling,  tardy,  ineffectual  assistsnce?  No,  Vaughan 
—I  make  myself  known  to  you,  but  to  show  my  tri* 
umph  over  you— it  is  the  only  revenge  which  dw 
powerful  Noma  permits  herself  to  take  lor  the  inoop 
of  pUa  Troil." 

"Have  you  indeed  saved  him— saved  him  ftm 
the  murderous  qrew  7"  said  Mordaunt,  or  Vaagbaa- 
"  speak  !— and  speak  truth  1— I  will  believe  eT«| 
thing— all  you  would  require  me  to  assent  toH>mi 
to  me  only  he  is  escaped  and  safe  1" 

"Escaped  and  safe,  by  my  means,"  said  KonH 
"safe,  and  in  assurance  of  an  honoured  and  bma 
alliance.    Yes,  great  unbeliever !— yea,  wise  and  mE 


consciousness  of  having  controlled  the  desdnriM 
threatened  my  son.  AH  combined  against  bntr 
planets  which  threatened  drowning— combiniboM 
wbkh  menaced  blood— but  my skillwas  supenqcil 
all.— I  arranged— »I  combined— I  found  means— I  madl 
them— each  disaster  has  been  averted ;— and  n 
infidel  op  earth,  or  stubborn  demon  beyond  the  bounil 
of  earth,  shall  hereafter  deny  my  power  T* 

The  wild  ecstasy  with  which  she  spoke,  so  vm 
resembled  triumphant  insanity*  that  Mertoun  a 


ed— "  Were  your  pretensions  less  lofty,  and  nst 
speech  more  plain,  I  should  be  better  assured  of  nf 
son's  safely." 

"Doubt  on,  vam  sceptic f*  said  Noma— "And  ytf 
know,  that  not  only  is  our  son  safe,  but  vengeance tf 
mine,  though  I  sought  it  not— vengeance  on  tbepov- 
erful  implement  of^  the  darker  Influences  by  wb« 
'       •  then 


Cleveland— even  now  enters  Kirkwall  99  a  priMUb 
and  will  soon  expiate  with  his  life  jthe  having  ■■ 
blood  which  is  of  kin  to  Noma's."  ^ 

Who  didst  thou  soy  was  prisoner  1"  exduin 
Mertoun^  vrith  a  voice  of  thunder^-"  HThk  *'o?5 
didst  thou  say  should  expiate  his  crimes  with  his Iife> 

"  Cleveland— the  pirate  Cleveland  I"  answered  >«• 
na ;  "  and  by  me,  whose  counsel  he  scorned,  beui 
beenpermitted  to  meet  his  fata" 

"  Thou  most  wretched  of  women  P*  said  MfftooB, 
speaking  from  between  his  clenched  teeth,—  thon 
hast  slain  iby  son,  as  well  as  thy  father  I" 

"My  son f— what  son  1— what  mean  yonl-Mo^ 
daunt  IS  your  son— your  only  son  1"  exclaimed  Kona 
— "  is  he  not  1— tell  me  .quickly— is  he  not !"      ^ 

"  Mordaunt  is  indeed  my  son,"  said  Mertoun—  tM 
laws,  at  least,  gave  him  to  me  as  such— But,  U  na- 
happy  Ulla!  Cleveland  is  your  soi^as  well  as  mine- 
blooa  of  our  blood,  hope  ofour  bone ;  and  if  you  bail 
given  him  to  death,  I  will  end  my  wretched  file  aloU 
with  him !"  ^ 

"  Stay— hold— stop,  Vaughan!"  said  Noma:  "i 
am  not  yet  overcome— prove  but  to  me  the  trutbjC 
what  you  say,  I  would  find  help,  if  I  ehouiii  efol 
hell!— But  prove  your  words,  else  believe  thea 
cannot."  , 

"  Thou  help !  wretched,  overweening  woman.' 
whai  have  thy  combinations  and  thy  stratagims— i 
legerdemain  of  lunacy— the  mere  quackeiy  of  msar 
— m  what  have  these  involved  thee  ?— and  vet  I 
speak  to  thee  as  reasonable— nay,  I  will  admit 
as  powerful— Hear,  then,  Ulla,  the  proofs  wludi 
demand,  and  find  a  remedy,  if  thou  canst .— ' 

"  When  I  fled  from  Orkney,"  he  contuiued,  al 
pause—"  it  is  now  five-ond-twenty  years  since-l 
with  me  the  unhappy  offspring  to  whom  you  nail  gi^ 
light.    It  was  sent  to  me  by  one  of  your  kuiswor" 
with  an  account  of  your  illnessi  which  was 
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followed  by  a  generaOjr  received  belief  of  your  deatk 
It  BvaQs  not  to  tell  in  what  misery  I  left  Europe. 
I  found  refuge  in  Hispaniola,  wherein  a  fair  yonns 
^laniard  undertook  the  task  of  comforter.  I  married 
MT-ehe  became  mother  of  the  youth  called  .Mor- 
dttD^  Mertoun." 

"Tou  married  her  V*  aald  Noma,  in  a  tone  of  deep 
rsioach. 

^Idid,  Ulta,'*  anawered  Mertoun;  '^but  you  were 
iTenged.  She  proved  faithless,  and  her  infidelity  left 
m  b  doubu  whether  the  child  she  bore  had  a  right 
to  call  me  father— But  I  also  was  avenc^" 

"You  murdered  her !"  aaid  Noma,  with  a  dreadful 

**!  did  that  !**  said  Mertoun,  without  a  more  direct 
Nplf,  "  which  made  an  mstant  flight  from  Hispamola 
Noeasary.  Tour  son  I  carried  with  me  t6  Tortoga, 
fkre  we  had  a  small  settlement  Mordaunt  Vaughan, 
Kftan  by  marriage,  about  three  or  (bur  years  younger, 

B residing  in  Port-Royal,  for  the  advantafies  oran 
lish  education.  I  resolved  never  to  see  him  again, 
[  continued  to  support  him.  Our  settlement  was 
fkmdend  by  the  Spenifmij^  when  Clement  was  but 
Mteeo— Want  came  to  aid  despair  tind  a  troubled  con- 
fines. I  became  a  corsair,  and  involved  Clement 
Mtke  same  desperate  trade.  His  skill  and  bravery, 
wMgh  then  a  mere  boy,  gained  him  a  separate  com- 
0ttff;  and  after  a  lapse  of  two  or  three  years,  while 
wrmiTe  on  difiersnt  onuses,  my  crew  rose  on  me,  and 
m  tne  for  dead  on  the  beach  of  one  of  the  Bermudas. 
Snnvered,  however,  and  my  first  inquiries,  afler  a 
nbos  iUness,  were  after  Clement  He,  I  heard,  had 
Ma  also  marooae4  by  a  rebelKous  crew,  and  put 
UMR  on  a  desert  islet  to  perish  with  want— I  oe- 
M  lie  had  so  perished.'* 

An!  what  assures  vou  that  he  did  notf  sakl 
vBi;  "or  how  comes  tnis  Cleveland  to  be  identified 
■jiVanghanr 

To  change  a  name  is  common  with  such  adven- 
tirersi,"  aosivered  Mertoun, "  and  Clement  had  appa- 
nsily  fovid  that  of  Vaughan  had  become  too  notori- 
o»-7and  this  change,  in  his  case,  prevented  me  fh«m 
nearing  any  tidings  of  him.  It  was  then  that  remorse 
Koed  ine,and  that,  detesting  all  nature,  but  especially 
the  sex  to  which  Louisa  belonged,  I  resolved  to  do 
penance  in  the  wild  islands  of  Zetland  for  the  rest  of 
By  I1&.  To  subject  myself  to  fasts  and  to  the  scourge 
was  the  advice  of  the  holy  Catholic  priests,  whom  I 
oimauJted.  .But  I  devised  a  nobler  penance— I  deter- 
nnosd  to  bring  with  me  the  imhappy  boy  Mordaunt, 
lad  to  keep  always  before  me  the  living  memorial  of 
iny  misery  and  my  g^uilt  I  have  done  so,  and  I  have 
•taoiulit  over  both,  till  reason  has  often  trembled  on 
har  throne.  And  now,  to  drive  me  to  utter  madness, 
vqr  Clement— my  own,  my  undoubted  son,  revives 
Bon  the  dead  to  oe  consigned  to  an  infamous  death, 
^^,,loe  machinations  of  hia  own  mother  1" 
,  Away,  airay  T*  said  Noma,  with  a  laugh,  when 
WMbad  neard  the  story  to  an  end,  "  this  is  a  legend 
Bfmed  by  the  old  corsair,  to  interest  my  aid  in  favour 
«  a  guilty  comrade.  How  could  I  mistake  Mordaunt 
wmv  aon,  their  ages  being  so  different  T 
.  T%edarkeompIexion  and  manly  stature  may  hi 
pnemoch,'*  said  Basil  Mertoun ;  ^*  *♦•"*"'»  5*-« 

tlOn  mnat  liava  Anna  ftiA  Mkot  >* 


top  must  have  done  the  rest" 


ave 
strong  igiagina- 


fm^  give  ma,  pioofff-give  me  proofk  that  this 
Mefeland  is  my  son,  and.  believe  me,  this  sun  shall 
ffer  sink  ih  the  east,  than  th^y  shall  have  power 
^fm  a  hair  of  his  head." 
-Jbese  pai3«rB,  these  JoumidSb"  said  Mertonn, 
•*';tiig  the  pocket-book. 

,  [  canngt  read  rhco),"  she  Said,  after  an  eflbrt, 
■1  hmzR  U  diiijr," 

,  Qfqveni  hftrj  also  tokens  which  von  may  remem- 
2  out  they  mufli  have  become  the  booty  of  his  cap- 
2;  Ha  had  a  mlvcr  box  with  a  Runic  inscription, 
gi^hich  in  far  other  days  you  presented  me-« 

A  boip'  said  Noma,  hastily;  **  Cleveland  fate 
^je  im  a.  day  since— I  have  never  lookea  atit  tfll 

•j*^y  •he  nulled  it  out— eagerly  examined  the 
•ma  anond  uie  lid,  and  as  e^igerly  exclaf     * 
^  may  iM>w  ihdsed  can  ind 


this  rhyme  I  know  mywif  muvdersBs  of  m^  son,  h§ 
well  as  of  my  father  r 

The  conviction  of  the  strsng  delusion  under  which  . 
she  had  laboured,  was  so  overwhelming,  that  she- 
sunk  down  at  the  foot  of  one  of  the  piUar»— Mertoun 
shouted  for  help,  though  in  despair  of  receiving  anyj 
the  sexton,  however,  entered,  and,  hopeless  of  afl 
assistance  fiom  Noma,  the  dCstracted  father  rashed 
out,  toIeani,ifposnble^th»fateofhiBSOB. 


CHAPTER  XLII. 
Go,  soiM  of  you,  eqr  a  topriera  t— Bcgf  cr*!  Optfm, 

Captain  WEATHBaporr  had,   before  this , 

reached  Kirkwall  in  person,  and  was  received  iritk 
great  joy  and  thankfulness  by  the  Migistratea,  who 
had  assembled  in  council  for  the  panose.  The  Phi^ 
vost,  in  particular,  expressed  himselr  delighted  wUii 
the  providential  arrival  of  the  Halcyon,  at  the  veiy 
conjuncture  when  the  Pirate  eouU  not  escape  her. 
The  Captahi  k)oked a  little  suiprlsedk  andssM— "For 
that,  sir.  you  tnay  thank  the  mfbrtnatioo  yon  yomv 
iselfsmiplied." 

"That  I  sDppKed?"  sttd  the  Ptoyost,  somewhat 
ttstomshed. 

"  Yes.  sir,"  answered  Captam  Weathenort,  "  I  «a- 
derstand  you  to  be  George  Torfe,  Chief  Magistrale  ctf 
Kirkwall,  who  subscribes  this  letter." 

The  astonished  Provoat  took  the  letter  addre«sd 
to  Captain  Weatherport  of  the  Halcyon,  staling  tha 
arrival,  force,  d«.,  of  the  pirates'  vessel ;  but  addioft 
that' they  had  heard  of  the  Halcyon  being  on  the  coast 
and  that  they  were  on  their  guard  and  ready  to  bafifo 
her,  by  goiiig  among  the  shoals,  and  through  the 
islands,  and  noims,  where  the  frigate  could  not  easily 
follow;  and  at  the  worst,  they  were  desperate  enough 
to  propose  ninning  the  sloop  ashore  and  bfewing  her 
up,  by  which  much  booty  and  treasure  would  be  lost 
to  the  captors.  The  letter,  therefore,  eoggested.  thart 
the  Halcyon  shoald  cruise  betwixt  IXuncansbay  Head 
and  Cape  Wrath,  for  two  or  three  days,  to  relieve  the^ 
pirates  of  the  alarm  her  neighbourhood  occasioned, 
and  lull  them  uito  security,  the  more  especially  as  tfai» 
letter- writer  knew  it  to  be  their  ttttention,.if  the  frigate 
left  the  coast,  to  go  into  Stromness  Bay,  andtherepnt 
thehr  guns  ashore  for  some  necessary  rCTaurs.  or  even' 
for  careening  their  vessel,  if  they  could  find  means. 
The  letter  conchided  by  assuring  Captain  Weather- 

g>rt,  that,  if  he  could  bring  his  frigate  into  Stromneee 
ay  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  of  August,  he  woakl 
have  a  good  bargain  of  the  piratee-^  sooner,  he  wee 
nf>t  unlikely  to  miss  them. 

"  This  letter  is  not  of  mv  writing  or  subscribing| 
Captain  Weatherport,"  said  the  Provost ;  "  nor  wouui 
I  have  ventured  to  aidvise  any  delay  in  ytw  oomiag 
hither." 

The  Captain  was  surprised  in  his  turn.  "All  I 
know  is,  that  it  reached  me  when  I  was  in  the  bay^of 
Thurso,  and  that  I  gave  the  boafs  crew  that  brought 
it  five  dollars  for  crossing  the  Pentland  Frith  in  very 
rouf^  weather.  Theyliad  a  dutnb  dwarf  as  eoek- 
swam,  the  ugliest  urehin  my  eyee  ever  opened  upon. 
I  give  you  much  credit  for  the  accuracy  of  your  intel- 
iigence,  Mr.  Provost" 

^*It  is  lucky  as  it  is,"  said  the  Provoet ;  **  yet  I  quea- 
tion  whether  the  writer  of  this  letter  woiud  not  rather 
that  yon  had  found  tiie  neit  cM  and  the  bird 
flownJ*  '  .^  , 

80  saying,  he  handed  the  letter  to  Magnoe  TYoit 
who  returned  it  with  a  smil&  but  without  any  obeer- 
vation,  aware,  doubtless,  With  the  sagacious  reader, 
that  Noma  had  her  own  reasons  for  calculating  with 
accuracy  on  the  date  of  the  Halcyon's  arrival 

Without  puzzling  himself  farther  ooncoramg  a  ei^ 
oumstance  which  seemed  iilexpljcable,  the  Captain 
requested  that  the  examinations  might  proceed }  and 
Cfeveland  and  ANamont,  as  he  choee  to  be  called, 
were  brought  up  the  first  of  the  pirate  erew,  on  the 
charge  of  having  acted  as  Captain  and  Lieutenant 
They  had  just  commenced  the  examination,  wlien, 
af^er  some  expostulation  with  the  officerd  who  kept 
the  door,  BaanlMertoun  buret  into  the  apartmfnt  aiid 
'  "^Takeihe  oldyietifB  for  the  vonng  OM 
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—I  sm  Buil  Vaqih4o,  too  well  .known  on  (he  wiod- 
vrard  station— take  my  lif&  and  spare  mv  eon's !" 

AH  were  astonished,  and  none  more  than  Magnus 
Troil,  who  hastily  explained  to  the  Magi^ates  and 
Captain  Weatherport,  that  this  gentleman  had  Iwen 
living  peaoeahly  and  honestly  on  the  Mainland  of 
2etUnd  for  many  years. 

*'In  that  case,'^  said  the  Captain,  "I  waah  my 
hands  of  the  poor  man,  for  he  is  safe,  nnder  two  pro- 
clamations of  mercy ;  and,  by  my  soul,  when  I  see 
<hem.  the  faxher  and  his  ofispnng;  hanmng  on  each 
other's  neck,  I  wish  I  could  say  as  much  for  the  son." 

"  But  how  is  it— how  din  il  oel"  said  the  Provost ; 
*'  we  always  called  the  okl  man  Mertoan,  and  the 
foong,  Cleveland,  and  now  it  seems  they  are  both 
BBmed  Vanghan." 

"  Vaoghan,"  answered  Magnus,  .  js  a  name  which 
I  have  some  reason  to  remember;  and,  bom  ^hat  I 
bnve  lately  heard  from  my  oousm  Noma,  thai  old 
man  has  a  right  to  bear  it.'^ 

"And,  I  trust,  the  young  man  also,"  said  the  Cap- 
iim,  who  hqd  been  lookmg  over  a  memorandum. 
**  Listen  to  me  a  moment,"  added  he,  addressing  the 
younger  Vaughan,  whom  we  have  hitherto  called 
Cleveland.  *^ai€  you,  sir,  your  name  is  said  lo  be 
Clement  Vaughan— are  you  the  same,  who,  then  a 
mere  boy,  commanded  a  party  of  rovers,  who,  about 
eight  or  nine  years  ago^  pillwd  a  Spanish  village 
called  duempoa,  on  tne  Spanish  Main,  vdth  the  pur- 
pose of  seizini;  some  treasure  V 

'*lt  will  avail  me  nothing  to  deny  it,"  answered  the 
jtrisoner. 

*<No,"  said  Captian  Weetfaerport,  **bnt  it  may  do 
yon  service  to  admit  it.— Well,  the  muleteers  escaped 
with  the  treasore,  while  you  wereen/saged  in  piolect- 
ing;  at  the  hazard  of  your  'own  lii^  the,  honour  of 
two  Spanish  ladies  against  the  brutality  of  your  161- 
lowera.    Do  you  remember  any  thing  of  this  T 

"I  am  sore  / do,"  said  Jack  Bunce ;  "  for  our  Cap- 
tain here  was  marooned  for  his  gallantry,  and  I  nar- 
rowly escaped  flogging  and  pickling  for  having  taken 
his  part" 

**  When  these  points  are  established,"  said  Captain 
Weatherport,  "  Vaughan's  life  is  safe— the  women  he 
saved  were  persons  of  quality,  daughters  to  thegoye^ 
nor  of  the  provinoej  and  ai^cation  was  long  since 
*  made,  by  the  grateful  Spaniard^  lo  our  government 
,l0r  fevour  to  be  shown  to  their  preserver.  I  htul 
special  orders  about  Clement  VauKhan^  when  I  had 
a  commission  for  cruizing  upon  too  piratea  in  the 
West  Indiee,  six  or  seven  yeavs  since.  But  vaughan 
was  gone  then  as  a  name  amongst  them ;  and  I  beard 
enough  of  Cleveland  in  his  room.  However,  Captain, 
'  be  you  Cleveland  or  Vaughan,  I  think  that,  as  the 
Qnempoa  hero,  I  can  assure  you  a  free  pardon  when 
yon  arrive  in  London." 

Cleveland  bowed,  and  the  blood  mounted  to  his 
faos.  Mertoun  feu  on  his  knees,  and  exhausted 
himself  in  thanksgiving  to  Heaven.  They  were  re- 
moved, anudst  the  sympathizing  sobs  of  the  specta- 
tors* 

"And  DOW,  good  Master  Lieulenant,  what  have 
yon  got  to  say  lor  yourself}"  saki  Captain  Weather- 
port  to  the  oi-devant  Roacius. 

**  Why,  little  or  nothing,  please  your  honour;  only 

that  1  wish  your  honour  could  find  my  name  in  that 

book  of  mercy  you  have  in  your  hand ;  for  I  stood 

by  Captain  Clement  Vaughan  in  that  Quempoa  busi- 

.ness." 

*'Yoa  eall  vonreelf  Frederick  AltamontT**  said 
Captain  Weatneipprt.  "1  can  see  no  such  name 
here;  one  John  Bounce,  or  Bunce,  the  lady  put  on 
her  tahleiSL" 

"Why,  that  is  me— that  ia  I  myself,  Captain— I 
canprove  it;  end  I  am  determined,  tbou;^  the  aound 
tie  somethmg  pleb^an,  rather  to  live  Jack  Bunce.  than 
to  iiang  as  Frederick  Altamont." 

"  In  that  case,"  said  ihe  Captain,  "I  can  give  you 
some  hopes  as  John  Bunce." 

"Thank  your  noble  worahin!"  shouted  Bunce ; 
tnen  changing  his  tone,  he  said.  "  Ah,  since  an  alias 
has  such  virtue,  poor  Dick  Fletcher  might  have  come 
off*  aa  Timothy  Tugmutton;  but  howsomdever,  d'ye 
M^  to  oae  hit  own  phnae"  — — i^ 


"Away  with  the  Lieotenant,"  said  the  CBptain, 
"and  bring  forward  GoRe  and  the  other  fdWti 
there  will  ce  ropes  reeved  for  some  of  then,  I  thhik." 
And  this  prediction  promised  to  be  amply  fnUMied, 
so  strong  was  the  proof  which  was  broqght  igaiiiii 
them. 

The  Halcyon  was  accordingly  ordered  roand  to 
carry  the  whole  prisoners  to  Loxidon,  for  which  ihe 
■et  sail  in  the  course  of  two  daja. 

During  the  time  that  the  unfortunate  Clereland  t^ 
mained  at  Kirkwall,  he  was  treated  With  civilitr  by 
the  Captain  of  the  Halcyon:  and  the  kindness  of  M 
old  acquaintance,  Magnus  Troll,  who  knew  ineeciit 
how  closely  he  was  allied  to  his  blood,  pressed  on  him 
accommooations  of  every  kind,  more  than  he  cooU 
be  prevailed  on  to  accept. 

Ivorna,  whose  interest  in  the  onhapoyprisonemi 
still  mora  deep,  was  at  this  time  unable  to  ezpreMir 
The  sexton  had  found  her  lying  on  the  pavement  in  t 
swoon,  and  when  she  recovered,  her  mind  for  thi 
time  had  totally  lost  its  equipoise,  and  it  became  b^ 
cessary  to  place  her  under  the  restraint  of  wtidbni 
attendants. 

Of  the  sisten  of  Buifth-Westra,  Cleveland  mf 
heard  that  they  remained  ill,  in  consequence  of  m 
fright  to  which  they  had  been  subjected,  until  thi 
evening  before  the  Halcyon  sailed,  when  he  recern^ 
by  a  private  conveyance,  the  following  billets* 
"Farewell,  Cleveland— we  part  for  ever,  and  ilil 
right  that  we  should— Be  virtuons  and  be  nappy.  Th 
delusions  which  a  solitary  education  and  limited  ty 
quaifltance  with  the  modem  world  had  mread  aroni 
me,  are  gone  end  dissipated  forever.  Bat  inyoal 
am  sure,  I  have  been  thus  for  free  from  error-tnl 
you  are  one  to  whom  good  is  naturally  more  attn* 
ive  thai)  eyiL  and  whom  only  necessity,  example,  m 
habit,  have  iorced  into  your  late  course  of  life.  Tdbb 
of  me  as  one  who  no  longer  exists,  unless  you  ehmli 
become  aa  much  the  object  of  general  pniae,  as  nit 
of  general  rrproach;  and  then  think  of  mc  tia^ 
who  will  rejoice  in  your  .reviving  fame,  thotfgh  r 
must  never  see  you  more!"— The  note  was  m 
M.  T.;  and  Cleveland,  with  a  deep  emotion,  ytk 
he  testified  even  by  tears,  reed  it  a  hundred  fine* 
over,  and  then  clasped  it' to  his  bosom.    ' 

Mordaunt  Mertoun  heard  by  letter  from  his  ftiM 
but  in  a  very  different  style.  Basil  bade  him  farevd 
for  ever,  and  acquitted  him  henceforward  of  die  » 
ties  of  a  son,  as  one  9n  Whom  he,  notwithsttROUi 


ilea  VA  a    auUf  ao  wuv  vim    wmvtui   u«r,  uyjwwMtuaxauv 

the  exertbns  of  many  years,  had  found  himeelf  ti 
able  to  bestow  the  affections  of  a  parent.   Tli»iet|ff 
informed  him  of  a  recess  in  the  old  house  of  JartHMl 


in  which  the  writer  had  deposited  a  eonside^ 
Quantity  of  specie  and  of  treasure,  which  hedeai| 
Mordaunt  to  use  as  his  own.    "  Yon  need  not  fei^ 
the  letter  bore,  "either  that  you  lay, yourself  endir 
obligation  fo  me,  or  that  you  are  shoring  the  spoins 
piracy.    W^hat  is  now  given  over  to  you,  ii  alnoM 
entirely  the  property  of  your  deceased  mother,  Urn 
Gonzaigo,  and  is  youre  by  every  right    Let  us  fori 
each  other,"  was  the  conclusion,  ^  as  they  who  or 
meet  no  more."— And  they  never  met  more;  for 
elder  Mertoun,  against  whom  no  eharge  was  < 
preferrod,  disappeared  after  the  fateof  Ctevdand^ 
detemifhed,  and  was  generally  believed  to  have 

tired  into  a  foreign  convent.  

'  The  fate  of  Cleveland  wiD  beYnoat  bneny  expres 
in  a  letter  which  Minna  received  within  two  moni 
after  the  Halcyon  left  Khtwall.  Thh  femily  • 
then  aasembleo  at  Burgh- Westra,  and  Mordaunt  i 
a  member  of  it  for  the  time,  the  good  Udaller  tlin 
in«  he  could  never  siiffi^acn  tly  repay  the  activity  «g 
he^ad  thovm  in  the  defence  of  his  daughten.  rt 


unfortunate  victim  of  mental  ddusion,  wasMSied  « 
her,  watching  each  symptom  of  retorontg  rja 
when  the  letter  we  allude  to  was  placed  in  her  mo 

••  Minna,**  it  said— "dearest  Minna  MareweUj 
for  ever!    Believe  me,  I  never  meant  voa  wr^" 
never.    From  the  moment  I  came  tojknow 
resolved  to  detach  myeelf  from  my  hateful  comi 
and  had  framed  a  thouaand  schemes^  wncn 


1  wfonfl 

eomrail 
rich  hi 


CiAf.mL] 


vnL'vougm 


m 


fmtd  M  nhr  at  Aejr  dtservcd  to  be— for  tdiy,  or 
knr,  thouid  the  fate  ofher  that  is  so  U>vely«  pure,  and 
vaooent,  be  intolvod  with  that  of  one  ao  guilty  'h-Ot 
tlMedreama  I  witi  speak  no  more.  The  atem  reatitr 
limy  fiiuiation  ia  monh  milder  than  I  either  expected 
vdcKTved;  and  the  little  good  I  did  haa outweighed, 
JB Aemiiulsof  oonourabloand  merciful  judgea  much 
(kit  was  evil  and  criminal  I  have  not  omy  been 
cioBpied  from  the  ignominioua  death  to  which  aeve- 
nl  of  my  oompeera  are  eentenood ;  but  €>aptain  Wea- 
teport,  about  onoe  more  to  aail  for  the  Spaniah 
Jni,  rnidtt'  the  apprehenabn  of  an  immediate  war 
fitb  that  ooantry,  haa  genoroaaly  aolidted  abd  ob- 

^ — 1 :-_:-_  ^  emnlov  me,  and  two  or  three 

,  ia  the  aame  aervice 


Bd  permifleion  to  employ  me,  and  two  or  three 

e  01  my  ieaa  guilty  aaaoeiatea,  ia  the  aame  aervice 

~t  measure  recommended  to  himself  by  his  own 


fc||BBe^)ufl  oompassionj  and  to  others  by  our  know- 
Uge  of  the  coast,  and  of  local  circumstances,  which 
whatever  means  acquired,  we  now  kope  to  use  for 
service  of  our  country.  Minna,  you  will  hear  my 
nme  pronounced  with  honour,  or  you  will  never 
mt  it  aspiin.  If  virtue  can  give  happinesa,  I  need 
not  wish  It  to  you,  for  it  ia  yours  already.—Farewell, 
Minna." 

Minna  wept  ao  bitterly  over  this  letter,  that  it  at^ 
ttaetod  the  attention  of  the  convalescent  Noma,  she 
natched  it  from  the  hand  of  her  'kinswoman,  and 
nad  It  over  at  first  with  the  confiieed  air  of  one  to 
imm  it  conveyed  no  intelligence— then  with  a  dawn 
NMoiiection— then  with  a  burst  of  mingled  joy  and 
M  in  which  she  dropped  it  from  her  hand.  Minna 
Mitebed  it  op,  and  retired  with  her  treasure  to  her 
"Miipartment. 

nrnthat  time  Noma  appeared  to  asaame  adifferr 
ctt  citraeter.  Her  dress  was  changed  to  one  of  a 
wreinple  and  lees  imposing  appearance.  Her 
mrf  «as  dismissed,  >vitn  ample  provision  for  his 
JKore  eotnfort  She  showed  no  desire  of  reaumin^s: 
^emtic  life;  and  directed  her  observatory,  as  it 
J^t  be  called,  on  Piiful-head,  to  be  dismantled. 
Sie  refused  the  nanae  of  Noma,  and  would  only  be 
jaaressed  by  her  real  appellation  of  UUa  TroiL  But 
nfcf  most  important  change  remained  behind.  For- 
neriy,  fTom  the  dreadful  dictates  of  spiritual  despair, 
jaing  oat  of  the  circumstances  of  her  father's  death, 
*c  seemed  to  have  considered  herself  as  an  outcast 
lom  divme  ^race;   besides,  that,  enveloped  in  the 

Cn  occult  seiencea  which  she  pretended  to  practise, 
..  ^Y^Yi  '^  ^^^'  ^^  Chaucer's  physician,  had  been 
bat  little  in  the  Bible."  Now,  the  sacred  volume 
»«s  addora  laid  aside;  and,  to  the  poor  ignorant^ 
people  who  came  aa  formerlyWo  invoke  her  power 
jwr  the  dements,  she  oniy  rmlied— "  The  toijuU  are 
«  tkekoUow  of  His  Aanrf.' —Her  conversion  was 
wt,  perhaps  altogether  rational ;  for  this,  the  state 
■  a  mind  disordered  by  such  a  complication  of  hor- 
M  incidents,  probably  prevented.  But  it  seemed  to 
jnnceTe,  and  was  certainly  uaefol.  She  appeared 
•J9>'y  to  r'^wnt  of  her  former  presumptuous  attempts 
jO  mtmere  with  the  course  of  human  events,  auper- 
ypdw  as  they  are  by  far  higher  powers,  and  ex- 
Jjned  bitter  compunction  when  such  her  former 
IMenaions  were  in  any  manner  recalled  to  her  me- 
; jwy.  She  still  showed  a  partiality  to  Mordaunt, 
Ijwgn,  perhaps,  arising  chieny  from  h^it ;  nor  was 
if«[y  '^  knowx  how  much  or  how  little  she  remom- 
ffjjw  of  the  complicated  events  in  which  she  had 
igw  connected.  When  she  died,  which  was  about 
j^ywrs  after  the  events  we  have  commemorated, 
|ivufatmd  that,  at  the  special  and  earnest  request 
rwMinna Trail,  she  had  conveyed  her  very  consider- 
Jfc  property  to  Brenda.  A  clause  in  her  will  spe- 
gjr duected,  that  all  the  books,  implements  of  her 
JJjratory,  and  other  things  connected  with  her  for- 
ay studies^  should  be  committed  to  the  flames, 
igjm  two  years  before  Noma's  death,  Brenda  was 
^"^  to  Mordaunt  Mertoun.    it  was  some  time 

gold  Matfnus  Troil,  with  all  his  aflection  for  his 
■w4r**^Li™  **^  his  partiality  for  Mordaunt,  was 
J«  frankly  to  reconcile  himself  to  this  match.  But 
jJJ'JjW''^'  accomplishments  were  periilinrly  to  the 
jy«lie^i  taste,  and  the  old  mnn  felt  the  impossibility 
«  »pplvinsj  bis  place  in  his  family  so  absolutely,  that 
n  en^  his  Norae  blood  gave  way  to  the  natural 


feeling  of  the  heart,  and  he  coraforted  hia  pride  while 
he  looked  around  him,  and  saw  what  he  conaiderod 
aa  the  encroachments  of  the  Scottish  gentry,  uihui 
Tin  oovNTsv,  (so  Zedand  is  fondly  termed  by  ita.ii»- 
habitanta,)  that  aa  wetl  '^his  daiii^ter  married  the 
son  of  an  Enjglish  piratew  as  of  a  Scottish  thief,"  io 
scornful  alluaion  to  the  Highland  and  Border  fami- 
lies, to  whom  Zetland  owes  many  respectable  land- 
holders; but  whose  ancestors  were  generally  esteemed 
more  reoovraed  for  ancient  family  and  high  courage 
than  for  accurately  reniding  the  trifling  distinctioni 
ofmeum  and  tuum.  The  jovial  old  man  lived  to  tha 
extremity  of  human  lif<^  with  the  happy  prospect  of  s 
numerous  succession  in  the  family  of  his  youngei 
daughter}  and  having  his  board  cheered  al^eraatelv 
by  the  minstrelsy  of  Claud  Halcro.  and  enlightened 
by  the  lucubrations  of  Mr.  Triptolemus  Yellowley 
who,  laying  aside  his  high  pretensions,  was,  whep 
he  became  oetter  acquainted  with'the  manners  of  thr 
islanders,  and  remembered  the  various  misadventures 
which  had  attended  hia  premature  attempts  at  re- 
formation, an  honest  and  useful  representative  of  his 
principal,  and  never  so  happy  as  when  he  could  es- 
cape from  the  spare  commons  of  his  sister  Barbara, 
|o  tkie  geruaJ  table  of  the  Udaller.  Barbara's  temper 
also  was  mucff  softened  by  the  unexpected  restoration 
of  the  bom  of  silver  coins,  (the  property  of  Noma,) 
which  she  had  concealed  in  the  mansion  of  old 
Stourburgh,  for  achieving  some  of  her  mysterious 
plans,  but  which  she  now  restored  to  those  by  whom 
It  had  been  accidentally  discovered,  with  an  intima- 
tk>n,  however,  that  it  would  again  disappear,  unlesa  a 
reasonable  portion  was  expended  on  the  sustenance 
of  the  family,  a  precaution  to  which  Tronda  Drons- 
daughter  (probably  an  agent  of  Noma's)  owed  her 
escape  from  a  slow  and  wasting  death  by  inanition. 
'  Mordaunt  and  Brenda  were  as  happy  as  our  mortal 
|ondiiion  permits  us  to  be.  They  admired  and  loved 
each  other— enjoyed  enky  circumstances—hnd  duties 
to  discharge  wiiich  they  did  not  neglect ;  ahd,  clear 
in  conscience  as  light  of  hearty  laughed,  sung,  danced,  ^ 
daffed  the  world  aside,  and  bid  it  pass. 

But  Minna— the  high-minded  and  imaginative  Min- 
na—she, gifted  with  such  depth  of  feeling  and  enthu- 
siasm,  yet  doomed  to  soe  both  blighted  in  early  youth, 
because,  with  the  inexperience  of  a  disposition  equally 
romantic  and  ignorant,  she  had  built  the  fabric  of  her 
happiness  on  a  quicksand  instedd  of  a  rock.— was  she, 
could  she  be  happy?  Reader,  she  wut  happv;  for, 
whatever  may  be  alleged  to  the  contrary  by  the 
sceptic  and  the  scomcr,  to  each  duty  performed  there 
is  assigned  a  degree  of  mental  peace  and  high  con- 
sciousness of  honourable  exertion,  corresoonding  to 
the  ditAculty  of  the  task  accomplished.  That  rest  of 
the  body  which  siucceeds  tn  hard  and  industrious  toil, 
is  not  to  be  compared  to  thd  repose  which  the  spirit 
enjoys  under  similar  circumstances.  Her  resignation, 
however,  and  the  constant  attention  which  she  paid 
to  her  father,  her  sister,  the  afflicted  Noma,  and  to 
all  who  had  claims  on  her,  were  neither  Minna's  sole 
nor  her  most  precious  source  of  comfort.  Like  Noma, 
but  under  a  more  regulatt*d  judgment,  she  luarnetl  to 
exchange  the  vinions  of  wild  enthusiasm  which  had 
exerted  and  misletl  her  imagination,  for  a  imer  and 
purer  connexion  witti  the  world  beyond  us,  than 
could  be  learned  from  the  sagos  of  heathen  banlB,  or 
the  visions  of  bter  rhymers.  To  this  she  owed  the 
support  by  which  she  was  enabled,  after  various 
accounts  <\f  the  honom-able  and  gallant  conduct  of 
Cleveland,  to  read  with  resignation,  and  even  with  a^ 
sense  of  comfort  mingled  with  sorrow,  that  he  had  at 
length  fallen,  leadin;^  the  way  in  a  gallant  and  ho- 
nourable enterprise,  which  was  successfully  accpm- 
Ehshed  bv  those  companions,  to  whom  his  determined 
ravery  had  opened  the  road.  Bunce«  his  fantasiie 
follower  in  cood,  as  formerly  in  evil,  tmnsmitted  an 
account  to  Minna  of  this  melancholy  evt  nt,  in  terms 
which  showed,  that  though  his  head  was  w«ak,  his 
heart  had  not  been  utterly  corrupted  by  ilie  lawless 
life  which  he  had  for  some  time  led,  or  at  lt»asi  rhnt  it 
had  been  amen'ied  by  the  change;  and  thai  he  him- 
self had  gaine<J  crrdit  and  promotion  in  the  pams 
acnnn,  seemed  to  be  of  little  conwxi'jont'e  lo  him 
compaLTed  v,-ith  the  loss  of  his  old  captain  and  cain^ 


4m 


myitnunt 


tow.xui 


rada.*   Mhna  rmA  di«  intaUignoe,  tnd  tfaank 
HeaTen,  ^even  while  the  eyes  which  «|a  li^^ 


thanked 

.,  _  up 

were  etfeamini^  with  tean,  'that  the  death  of  Cleve- 
land had  been  m  the  bed  of  honour;  nay^,  ahe  area 
had  the  ooufBae  to  add  her  gratitude,  that  ahe  had 
been  snatched  trom  a  situation  of  temptation  ereeir- 
comstancee  had  overoome  hia  new-born  virtue;  and 
•0  Btrongly  did  this  raflection  operate,  that  her  lile, 

#We  hav*  beea  abto  to  leani  nothhc  wfth  earteiatr  of 
Bnim'c  ftte  -r  but  our  fHend,  Dr  Drjraidait,  beltow  h«  dmt 
b9  idrntiOed  with  «n  old  gttitlenMUi,  who,  in  ttao  boffinninr  of 
;he  reign  of  Qeorfo  L,  attaaded  the  Roae  Coflke-houae  refttlarly. 
ureot  ui  the  theatre  ererr  nitht,  told  nereileailjr  loov  itorMa 
about  tlM  ^niah  Main,  cootrollad  reekoninga.  balliod  waltaia, 
ibd  waa  lenenlly  known  bjr  the  nama  of  Captain  Bonnoab 


after  the  immediate  nain  of  this 
away,  seemed,  not  oiu^ju 


cheerful  than  befon. 


tttbadpssid 

1.^ Vt         .    .^^  bttt  e?«  BMW 

befon.   Her  thoushta,  howeTar,inn 

detached  from  the  worid,  and  on^  viaiied  it,  with  in 
interest  like  that  wUeh  guardian  epiriu  tske  kt  thw 
charge,  in  behalf  m  those  friends  with  whon  ifce 
lifed^in  love,  or  of  the  poor  whom  ahe  oosU  Mm 
and  comfort.  Thus  passed  her  life,  et^oymrfioniiU 
who  ivpioached  hci^  an  afiectton  enhanced  of  leva^ 
enoe }  inaomuoh,  that  when  her  fiienda  sonowed  kt 
her  death,  which  arrived  at  a  late  period  of  herfloit 
ence^  they  were  comforted  by  the  fond  refladio^ 
that  the  hnmanity  which  aba  then  laid  dowik  wMth 
only  drcumstanoe  which  had  placed  her,  in  me  wdi 
of  Soipcnra.  "a  little  lower  than  the^anipBbr 


THE  AND  0^  THE  PIRATE. 


THE    FORTUNES   OF    NIGEL. 


RniftgrintUr,    Story  I  I^ord  biets  you !  1  have  non«*  lo  tdl.  nr. 

Poetry  Hf  the  Anii^aeohin. 


[NTRODUCTION  TO  THE  FORTUNEb  OF  NIGEL. 


VM  vlir  ifaOTM  IcrdllnfB  all  our  praite  engnm 
Rite,  k«BMl  naa,  Mid  ilaf  lh«  Mftji  of  Rou.—i 


Ha^bml  in  ihe  tale  of  tha  Hewt  of  Mld-Lothi«n,  neceedad 
m  aouM  oegTM  in  awakening  an  intemt  In  behalf  of  on«  da- 
yniA  of  ttioHe  aeootnpliahmeoU  which  belottf  to  a  heroine  al- 
noat  by  rifht,  I  wai  next  tempted  to  ohooee  a  hero  npon  tlie 
■ne  unprommn^  plan ;  and  at  worth  of  character,  ^oodnesa 
•f  hflart,  and  reetttnde  of  principle,  wore  neceftory  to  one  who 
laM  no  nlaim  to  hifh  birth,  romantic  Mntibitity,  or  any  of  the 
ujoal  aceomptiahmenti  of  those  who  strut  through  the  pans 
ef  this  sort  of  composition,  I  made  free  with  the  name  of  a 
nnoa  who  hps  left  the  most  maanificent  proofs  of  his  benevo- 
bace  and  chanty  that  the  capitarof  Scotland  has  to  di8pla>-. 

To  fhe  Scottish  reader  little  mora  need  be  said  than  that  the 
'mam  alhided  to  is  George  Heriot  But  fbr  those  south  of  the 
Tweed,  it  may  be  necessary  to  add,  tiiat  the  person  so  named 
was  a  %n;althy  citizen  of  Edinburgh,  and  the  king's  goldsmitli, 
wto  followed  James  to  the  English  capital,  and  was  lo 


»  not 


hi  in  hia  profession,  aa  to  die.  in  ItM,  eitremelf  wealthy  for 
Oat  period.  He  had  no  children ;  and  after  making  a  full  pro- 
vifiea  for  sueh  Mlationa  aa  might  baro  clabns  upon  him,  ha 
Mtthe  residw  of  hia  fortune  to  establish  an  hospital,  in  which 
niasMS  of  Edinburgh  freemen  are  gratuitously  brought  op  and 
•teatad  tor  the  station  to  which  their  talents  may  reeom- 
VNBd  them,  and  are  finally  enabled  to  enter  life  under  respeeia- 
IWsMrieea.  The  Hospital  in  whieh  this  charity  ia  maintained 
naaoMeqvBdraagleof  theOoUiie  order,  and  as  ornamental 
lattseiiy  aa  a  bttilding,  aa  the  manner  in  whMdi  the  youths  are 
Hewds'l  for  and  educated,  renders  it  useful  to  the  community 
•  la  asticution.  To  the  honour  of  those  who  have  the  man- 
•fBHSt  (the  Ma^trates  and  Clergy  of  Edinburgh,)  the  ftinds 
arthelbspttal  have  increased  so  ranch  under  their  caro,  that 
ftaewaqvports  and  educates  one  hundred  and  thirty  youths 
asialJr,  manj;  of  whom  have  done  honoor  to  their  country  in 
HMeat  situations. 

ne  founder  of  such  a  charity  as  this  may  be  saaaonably  sup- 
posed to  have  walked  throogh  life  with  a  steady  pace,  and  an 
eye,  neglectiag  no  opportunity  of  aasisting  tlioae  who 
'  of  the  experience  necessary  for  their  own 
..  Ming  his  eilbrtii  directed  to  the  benefit  6f  a 
fsung  nobleman,  misguided  bjr  the.aristocretic  hauglitiness  of 
ha  own  time,  and  the  prevaihng  tone  of  selflsh  Kixury  which 
.  seems  more  peeuliar  to  onre,  as  well  as  the  seductions  of  plea- 
s«»  whieh  are  predomiiuint  in  all.  some  amusement,  or  even 
Books  advantafs,  might,  I  thought,  be  derived  from  the  manner 
hi  whiflh  1  mifht  brine  the  exertions  of  this  rivio  Mentor  to 
bear  in  his  pupil's  behalf  I  am,  I  own,  no  great  believer  in  the 
■oial  utility  to  be  derived  Oom  fictitious  compositions ;  yet,  if 
iu  way  cam  a  word  spoken  in  season  may  be  of  advantage  to  a 
young  person,  it  must  surely  be  when  it  calls  upon  him  to  at* 
Mad  to  the  voice  of  principle  and  self-denial,  instead  of  that 
vf  precipitate  passion.  I  could  not,  indeed,  hope  or  expect  to 
represent  ipy  prudent  and  benevolent  eiii»n  in  a  uoint  of  view 
as  iaferestiarjui  thatof  tlie  peasant  girl,  who  noblv  sacrificed 
bsr  Ibmity  aobetions  to  the  hite^rity  of  her  momi  character. 
BtitI,  however,  something!  hoped miglit  be  done  not  altogether 
•Bworthy  the  flune  which  Goon^e  Heriot  has  secured  by  the 
tasttag  benefits  he  has  bestowed  on  his  conntry. 

R  appeared  likely,  that  out  of  this  simple  plot  I  might  weave 
Maechlng  attractive  :  beoause  the  reign  of  James  I.,  in  which 
Gsorgs  Heriot  flourished,  gave  unbounded  scope  to  invention 
iithe(kUe,  while  at  the  same  time  it  afforded  greater  variety 
•ad  discrimination  of  character  than  could,  with  liistoricai 
Mmstsncy,  have  been  mtroduoed,  if  the  scene  had  been  la|d 
acsetary  earlier.  Lady  Mnrj  Wortley  Montage  has  said,  with 
•V«l  trath  and  taste,  that  the  most  romantic  region  of  every 
r  ie  that  where  the  mountains  unite  themselves  witli  tlie 


pWas  or  lowkindB.  For  similar  reasons,  it  may  be  in  like  man- 
Mr  said,  that  the  most  picturesque  period  of  history  is  tliat 
wksa  the  ancient  rough  and  wild  manners  of  a  barbarous  age 
M  just  becoming  innovated  upon,  and  contrasted,  by  the  illa- 
Mintion  of  increasefl  or  revived  learning,  and  the  instructions 
^renewed  or  reformed  religion.  Tlio  strung  contrast  produced 
V  tiisoppom tkra  of  anetem  manners  to  those  which  are  gre- 
•My  subdumf  them.  aflTords  Uie  lights  and  shadoyirs  necessary 
lo  cive  efiTeet  to  n  fictitious  narrative  :  and  while  sueh  a  period 
•hties  Ihe  author  to  httroduoe  incidents  uf  a  marvellous  and 
■vrobsbie  character,  as  arising  out  of  tite  turbulent  indcpend- 
«ee  and  ferocity,  belonging  to  old  habits  of  violence,  still 
nfiasneinf  the  mannen  of  a  people  who  had  been  so  lately  in 
tmbaroQsstata;  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  the  characters  and 
Wimeais  of  many  of  the  actors  may,  with  the  utmost  pro- 
MMicy,  be  described  with  great  variety  of  shading  mid  aeli- 
■ttioo,  whioli  belongs  to  the  newer  and  more  improved  period, 
wohieh  the  worid  haa  but  lately  received  the  Uf  hu 
.  The  reign  of  /ames  I.  of  England  possessed  this  advanta^ 
•  a  peculiar  decree.  Some  beams  of  chivalry,  although  its 
l>|MH  had  been  roraome  time  set,  continued  to  animate  and 
tM  the  horixoo,  and  atthough  probably  no  one  acted  precisel;^ 
00  its  Qnixotie  diolates,  nsn  and  women  still  talked  the  chi- 
**lious  longoage  of  Sir  Philip  Sydney's  Arcadia :  and  ttie  com- 
y«al  of  the  tilt-rard  was  jret  exhibited,  though  it  now  unlr 
■■ishad  as  c  Pta^  A  Camvsti,   Hut  and  tbeie  4  luch-spii- 


rited  Knight  of  tha  Bath,  witness  the  too  acrupuloos  Lord  H«|h 
bert  of  Clierbury.  was  found  devoted  enough  to  the  vows  ho  had 
taken,  to  imaffine  himself  obliged  to  compel,  by  the  sword%* 
point,  a  fellow-knight  or  souire  to  restore  the  top^kiiot  of  rib* 
boo  which  he  liad  stolen  trom  a  fair  damsel  :*  but  yet,  whilo 
other's  Uvaa  on  such  ponetllios  of  ho* 


OHn  were  taking  oaeh  < . .„ 

nour,  Um  hour  was  already  arrived  when  BacM  was  about  to 
teach  the  world  Uiat  they  were  no  loncsr  to  reason  flraoi  antko* 
rity  to  fact,  but  to  establish  truth  by  advanolng  from  Iket  10 
fact,  till  they  fixed  an  indiapuiable  authority,  not  (hns  hypoiho* 
ais,  but  from  experiment. 
Tlie  state  of  society  in  tha  fsijrn  of  Jasaes  L  « 


ly  disturbed,  and  the  Jioensa  of  a  part  of  tha  oommmitr  was 

terpetuallv  giving  riae  to  acts  of  blood  and  violence.  Th« 
ravo  of  the  Queeo'a  day,  of  whbm  Shakspssre  has  given  as 
so  many  varieties,  as  Bardolph»  Nym,  Pistol.  Peto,  and  Iba 
otl)er  companions  of  Paistafif;  man  who  liao  taeir  Iwsun,  or 
their  particular  turn  of  axtravagaoza,  had.  sinoa  thaeomoMiie^ 
meat  of  the  Low  Country  ware,  given  way  to  a  raee  of  ssmMI* 
er«,  who  used  the  rapier  and  dastger,  instead  of  tho  flir  leas  da>> 
foroua  sword  and  buckler  i  so  that  a  historian  says  on  this  sub- 
ject, "  that  private  quarmls  wasa  omriahed,  but  espeeially  bo* 
Iween  tlie  Boots  and  Eaciiah  s  and  duela  in  every  ntraot  moia- 
tained ;  divers  sects  aad  peeuliar  titles  passed  nnpanisbed  and 
uorogarded,  as  the  seat  of  tha  Roaring  Boya,  Booaventora, 
Brax'sdoM,  Quaitoroia,  and  audi  like,  being  pereons  prodial, 
and  of  great  oxpooas,  wIm,  having  ran  ttiemselves  into  dm, 
were  constrained  to  run  oaaLlnto  fbationa,  to  defend  themsalvaa 
iVoro  danger  of  the  law.  These  received  countenance  ftom 
diveraof  the  nobility;  and  tlie  cltisens  through  lasciviousnaai 
consuming  their  estates,  it  was  like  tliat  Uio  number  [of  theaa 
(^esperadoesl  would  rather  increase  than  diminish  ;  and  under 
these  pretences  they  entered  into  many  desperate  enterprises, 
"  '     ,tw-"-'-*" ^---. .-. 


and  scarce  any  durst  walk  in  the  street  after  ntaie  at  nighL"r 

The  same  authority  assures  us  farther,  th  '  "       ' 
men,  who  had  left  tlieir  inheritaaoe  whole 

'"      ods  and  ebattels  (having  tliereupoB  -.^ 

lir  sons,  lived  to  see  part  consumed  in  riot  ar^d  ax( 


with  goods  and  ebattels  (having  tliereupoB  kept  good  housea) 

their  sons,  lived  to  see  part  consumed  in  riot  ar^d  axeeai, 

and  the  rest  in  possibility  to  be  utteriy  lost ;  the  holy  state  of 


matrimony  made  but  a  May-game,  by  whicii  divera  families 
had  been  subverted ;  brotliel  houses  much  frequented,  and  even 
grs^t  persons,  prostilutin|[  their  bodies  to  the  intent  to  satisiy 
their  lusts,  consumed  their  substance  in  lascivious  appetites. 
And  of  all  sorts,  such  knights  and  centlemen,  aa  either  through 
pride  or  prodigsility  had  consumed  their  substance,  repairing  to 
tha  city,  and  to  the  intent  to  oonsuma  thoir  virtue  alee,  lived 
liiftsoluti  livft» :  many  of  Uiair  ladies  and  daughters,  to  the  in- 
tent to  maintain  themselves  according  to  their  dignity,  proa* 
tituting  their  bodies  in  shameAil  manner.  Alehouses,  dioinf- 
houses,  taverns,  and  placea  of  iniquity,  beyond  manner  abouno* 
—  iamosiplaoes." 

or  is  it  only  in  the  pages  of  a  puritanical,  periiapa  a  satiri- 
cal writer,  that  we  find  so  shocking  and  disgusting  a  picture 
of  Uie  coarseness  of  the  begionin^^  of  the  seventaonlh  eentory. 
On  tho  contrary,  in  all  the  comedies  of  tlie  age,  the  ivioaipal 
character  for  gayety  and  wit  is  a  young  heir,  who  has  totally 
altered  tlia  eslablishment  of  the  fatlier  to  whom  lie  lias  soo* 
cecded,  and,  to  use  the  old  simile,  who  resembles  a  fountaifk 
which  pluvs  ofTIo  idleness  and  extravagance  tho  wealth  which 
its  eareftxl  parents  painfully  bad  assembled  in  hidden  resan 


ins  ii 
No 


And  yet,  whfle  that  spirit  of  general  extravagance  senned  al 
work  over  a  whole  kingdom,  another  and  vary  difiEereot  sort  ot 
men  were  gradually  forming  the  staid  and  resolved  charaotaia, 
which  afterwards  displaced  themselves  during  the  civil  wan, 
and  powerfully  regulated  and  affected  the  diaraeter  of  tho 
whole  English  nation,  until,  rushing  from  one  extreme  to  ano^ 
ther,  they  sunk  in  a  gloomy  fimaticism  the  ^ilaadid  tneaa  of 
Uio  reviving  fine  arts. 

Prom  the  quotation*  which  I  have  produced,  tlie  selfish  and 
disgusting  conduct  of  Lord  Dalgamo  will  not  perhaps  appaa* 
overstrained ;  nor  will  Ihe  scones  in  Whitainara  and  places  ot 

This  indeed  is  far 


similar  /gcsort  1 


1  too  highly  ooloured. 


from  being  the  case.    It  was  in  James  L's  reign  thai  vioe  flrs§> 
appeared  afTocttng  the  better  classes  in  its  gross  and  undlscuisod 
depravity.   Tlie  entertainments  and  amusoments  of  Elizabeth 
time  had  an  air  of  that  decent  restraint  which  became  tlie  oour 


of  a  maiden  aovaraign ;  and,  in  that  eariier  period,  to  uae  th^ 
words  of  Burke,  vice  lost  half  its  evil  by  being  deprived  of  all 
its  grossncsa.  In  James's  reign,  on  tlie  contrary,  tlie  coarsest 
plcaitures  were  publicly  and  uulimitedly  indulged,  sinoe,  a» 
cording  to  Sir  John  Harria«ton,  the  men  wallowed  in  beastly 
delights ,  and  oven  ladies  abandoned  tlieir  deiioaoy,  and  rolled 
about  in  intoxication.  After  a  ludicrous  account  of  a  mask, 
in  wtoich  the  acton  had  got  drunk,  and  behaved  tliemselvet 
accordingly,  he  adds,  "  1  have  much  marvelled  at  these  strangt 
pageanlries,  and  they  do  bring  to  my  reoolleotion  what  passed 
of  this  son  in  our  Queen's  days,  in  whicli  I  was  sometimes  aa 
assistant  and  partaken  but  never  did  I  see  snoh  lack  of  nod 
order  and  sobriety  as  I  have  pow  done.    The  gunpowder  fnght 

-  8e«  Lord  HrrtMrt  of  ChsrtMiry'i  Menoin. 

t  Uutory  o(  Um  fine  FsurtMo  Yssn  of  King  JeaMo's  Bsig»    los 
4om«n's':fraeu,sdttedby  asou,  vol.  U.  r-  9N. 
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to  ffot  out  of  all  onr  hetdi,  and  w  are  ffoinf  on  hereabout  ai 
If  tiM  doril  waa  oootriTiiif  every  mail  anoulo  blow  op  himMir 
br  wild  riot,  exceaa,  and  devaatation  of  tiroe  and  temperance. 
"nte  great  ladiea  do  ffo  well  maaqued ;  and  indeed,  it  be  ihe 
ooly  show  of  their  modeetjr  to  ooooeal  their  counrenance ;  but 
aUek.  tber  lieet  with  aoeh  coaatanainse  to  mJhokt  their  avango 
.  d«iasa,  ttiati  marvel  not  at  aucht  that  happonv.*** 

Bucli  beioK  the  atate  of  the  court,  ooam  fenauality  brought 
along  with  it  ita  ordinary  eomponioo,  a  bralal  degree  of  un- 
diagutaed  Mifivhneaa,  deatruetive  alike  of  phUantbiopy  and 
«good  lH«eding :  both  of  which,  in  their  aeveral  apherea,  de- 
pood  upon  the  regard  paid  by  each  individual  to  Uie  intereat 
aa  well  ai  the  feelinga  of  othera.  It  ia  in  audi  a  time  tli«t  the 
heartleei  and  ahameleaa  auui  of  wealth  and  power  may,  like 
the  Mippoeed  Lord  Datgarao.  braaen  9at  the  ahame  of  hia  ril- 
lamea,  and  allbet  to  trlumim  in  their  eooaequeocea,  ao  long 
■a  they  wore  peraonally  advaotafeooa  to  his  own  pleaaurea  or 
UroiiL 

Alaatia  la  alaawtaere  explained  aa  a  cant  Banso  for  WhleefHarSf 
wbiohf  poaaeaaing  certain  privilegea  of  aanctuary,  became  for 
that  reaaon  a  neat  of  thoae  miaohievotta  charecien  who  were 
ffeoeraliy  obnoxioua  to  the  law.  These  privilegea  were  de- 
itvod  from  its  having  been  an  eaMiliahment  of  tho  Carmelites, 
or  White  Prian,  founded,  says  Stow,  in  his  Survey  of  London. 
by  Sir  Patrick  Grey,  in  IMI.  Bdward  L  gave  them  a  plot  of 
ground  in  Fleet  Street,  to  build  tlieir  charsh  upon.  The  edifice 
tbta  erected  waa  rebuilt  br  Courtney,  Earl  of  Devonsliire,  in 
the  reign  o^  Edwvurd.  In  tlM  time  of  the  Reformation  the  place 
mtaiiied  ita  tnunuoilies  aa  a  sanctuary,  and  James  I.  eonflrroed 
and  added  to  Uiem  by  a  ehartor  in  I0t«.  Shad  well  waa  tlie  firet 
anthor  wlio  made  aoaaa  litanuy  uae  of  Vhitefrion,  in  hia  piajr 
mt  (he  Squire  of  Alsatia,  which  tursa  upon  the  plot  of  the  Adel- 
phi  of  Terence. 

in  thia  old  ploy,  two  mao  of  fortana,  brothers,  educate  two 
foung  mao,  (sons  to  the  one  and  nephews  to  the  other.)  eadi 
■Oder  hia  own  aeparate  ayatara  of  ngour  and  tndalgenoe.  The 
older  of  the  sobieots  of  thia  experiment,  who  has  been  very 
fifldly  iMought  up,  falla  at  once  into  all  the  vieea  of  the  town, 
ia  dabauehed  by  the  cheala  and  buttlaa  af  Whitafrian,  and.  in 
a  word,  becomaa  tha  Squire  of  Alaatta.  The  poet  givea,  as  the 
■ataral  and  congenial  inhabltanta  af  tha  place,  auoh  characters 


*  BuTtngton**  Nags  AoUqua,  vol.  tl..  p.  BBS.  For  tho  mm dt 
ctT  of  tho  period,  too  maeh  tneonrafcd  hy  tho  example  or  iho  mi 
who  «••,  fo  odier  reqpecCi,  neither  without  talent  nor  a  good-i 

tien,  MO  WtDwood*a  Memoriab,  HowePi  Letten,  enJ  other  Me- 
•  of  the  dmo ;  b«t  partioalartjr,  conrali  the  PriTato  Lottort  and 


lOOOKh, 

good-oauirod 


Corroeroadenoe  of  Sioeaie,  all—  Baebliigham,  whh  hie  revervnd  Dad 
and  Ooorip,  King  Jamoe,  which  aboand  wlUi  the  groeaeot  ae  well  at  the 
moit  ehildirii  taagaago.  Tho  Isarned  Mr.  l>*ltraSII.  In  as  atremptio 
vladieata  tho  ehai»eior  of  Jamco,  has  only  enoaeeded  la  ohCatniog  fer 
Umeeir  the  ohaimolcr  of  a  skllfal  aad  ingonloiuadvoealo,  without  mooh 
■dvaatags  to  hie  royal  oUsqI, 


aathe 
the 


reader  will  find  in  the  aots.t   Tha  play,  as  wa  tan 
ie  dedication  to  the  Eari  of  Doraat  and  Middlcsei;  «w 

aeoeasful  above  the  author's  expectations,  *'bo  cemsdythM 
iny  yean  having  filled  tho  theatre  ao  long  logather.  Astf  f 
had  the  neat  honour,''  contiouea  Shad  well, "  to  fladstanr 
rHenfia,  that  the  houae  was  never  ao  mn  aiaca  it  w«  MiM 
upon  tlie  third  day  of  this  Diay,  and  vast  hombait  vtaffmi 


had  the  neat  honour,''  contiouea  Shad  well, "  to  fla4stMV 
that  the  houae  was  never  ao  Ml  aiaca  it  w«  IpiM 

i  third  day  of  this  Diay,  and  vast  hombait  vM^mi 

that  could  not  be  admitted."!  From  the  Squire  of  Alsit% tta 
author  derived  aome  fow  hinta.  and  learaed  the  footing  w  wImIi 
the  Imiliaa  and  tliievea  of  the  Sanctoarystood  with  theii  isiib- 
boura,  the  fiery  young  atudanrs  of  the  Temple,  of  which  «s» 
intimation  is  given  in  the  dramatio  piece. 

Such  are  tlie  oMieriala  to  jwhicb  the  antL..  -^ 

for  the  composition  of  the  Fortuaea  at  Mifal,  a  boviI  ay* 
may  be  perhapa  one  of  those  that  are  more  amnnng  sa  i  » 
cond  nvuaal.  than  when  read  a  fint  tiore  far  the  sahaif  Ai 
Btorr,  the  iactdeota  of  which  are  law  aad  meagre. 

The  Introductory  Epistle  ia  written,  in  Lueio'a  phnss,  "•»• 
cording  to  the  trick,"  and  would  never  have  appeared  hadiki 
writer  meditated  making  hia  avowal  of  the  work.  Asitp 
the  privilege  of  a  masque  or  incognito  to  speak  ia  a  Uapii 
voice  and  aasumed  character,  Uio  author  attempted,  wbisa 
diaguise,  some  libertiaa  of  the  same  sort :  and  while  hs  tnt- 
nnes  to  plead  upon  the  various  exeusea  which  the  intiodsolia 
contains,  the  preMOt  acknowledgmaot  must  serve  as  ao  apaqv 
for  a  apedes  of  "  boity  toity,  whisky  frisky"*  pertnessof  a^ 
ner,  which,  in  his  avowed  cliaraeter,  the  authi*r  shosldhiM 
conaldered  aa  a  departure  (torn  tha  nalea  of  civility  aat  0t$ 


ill  Juit,  mi 

t**aMtf|r,  a  raaeai»  who  hy  nasoa  ofdiMi  dans  not  ifirMd 
WhItefriaM,  but  then  invelgleo  yoang  hdrt  of  eotafl.  and  helpi  mff 
goede  and  money  npoa  great  dUadvantaget,  Is  bound  for  thea,  MldMl 
with  Uum  dll  fM  aadooe  thorn.  A  Ivwd,  Upodaot,  debawM  ifil4 
very  oitpcrt  in  the  eaot  about  town.  . 

**  akmmmrtl,  oenelo  to  tho  Belfonls.  whb,  balag  rahwd  hy  <Mrk| 
■Mdo  a  demy -dttoh  f»r  othen,  Mt  daiii«  to  edr  o«t  of  Aleada, «««« 
Uffoe.  Je  bond  with  CheaUyferhefas,  aad  livoe  open  thSB  a  diriM 
dsbinohed  lifc. 

•<  Cuptain.  BuchMt.^  a  Moekhoadod  baQy  of  ileada,  aoswarilrtto' 


ioge,eel1ichenry-braiH]y,  1  ^    _ 

**  ScraptoU,  a  hvpdcrltleal,  repeating,  pravlog, 
oiee  rellow,  pretcnuiug  to  gnat  piety  ;  a  godly  kna 
Choatly,  and  eiipplle*  young  hein  with  goods  and  modtj-^—'Dru 
Ptrfna  to  th*  Stidr9  o/  AUaH*,  SkmdwtWt  Work*,  vol  («■ 
I  Oatloattea  lo  lbs  Sqaln  af  Jtlsatfa,  ShadwsU't  Worto,  *«l  1 


INTRODUCTORY  EPISTLE  TO  THE  FORTUNES  OF  NIGBL 


CSgpCaAi  Csntl8sf*iiet  »  As  Bamwd  Dr.  Drftudit$t. 
Dbau  Sir, 

t  itSAJMLY  accept  of,  and  reply  to  the  civilltios  with  which  you 
have  been  pleaaed  to  honour  me  in  your  obliging  letter,  and  en- 
tirely agree  with  your  quutaiion,  of  '*  Qnasi  bonvm  et  qmmju- 
mmditm  /**  We  may  ind«^  e«teem  ourselvoa  as  cotno  of  the 
aMie  Amity,  or  according  to  onr  country  proverb,  as  being  all 
one  man's  bairns  ;  and  there  needed  no  apology  on  your  part, 
tfvverend  and  dear  sir,  for  demanding  of  me  any  information 
ivliioh  I  may  be  able  to  supply  respectine  tlie  sobject  of  your 
aarioaity.  The  interview  which  yon  aJlude  to  took  place  in  the 
aourse  of  last  winter,  and  is  so  deeply  imprinted  on  vai  recollec- 
tion, tliat  it  requiraa  no  eflbrt  to  collect  all  ita  most  minute 
details. 

Yott  are  aware  that  the  ahare  whlnh  I  had  in  mtroduclng  the 
Homanoe,  called  Thb  MoNAarsBY,  to  puUie  notice,  haa  giren 
are  a  eort  of  character  in  the  literature  of  our  Scottish  metro- 
polis. 1  no  kmger  stand  in  the  outer  ahop  of  our  btbliopolisls, 
bargafaiing  for  the  objects  of  my  curiosity  with  an  unreKpective 
shop>tad,  hustled  among  bora  who  come  to  buy  Cordsries  and 
•epy-books,  and  aervant-rirfa  cheapeninf  a  pennyworth  of 
liaper,  butara  cordially  welcomed  by  tha  bibttopoiiat  himself, 
with,  "  Prey,  walk  into  the  back-shop.  Captain.  Boy,  get  a 
ehatr  for  Captain  Clutterbuek.  There  is  the  newspaper,  Cap- 
tain—to-day's paper ;"  or,  •*  Here  is  the  last  new  work— there  is 
a  folder,  make  free  with  the  leaves  ^  or,  "  Put  it  In  your 
pocket  and  carry  it  home  ;*'  or,  "  We  will  make  a  book- 
aeller  of  you.  air,  you  shall  have  it  at  trade  price. "  Or,  per- 
hapa, if  it  is  the  worthy  trader's  own  publication,  his  liberality 
nay  even  extend  itself  to— "  Never  mind  booking  such  a  trifle  to 
foa,  Kir»it  is  an  overoopy.  Pray,  mention  the  work  to  your 
leading  friends.''  I  nay  nothing  of  the  snug  well -selected  lite- 
rary party  arranged  round  a  turbot,  teg  of  five-year-old  mutton, 
or  some  such  gear,  or  of  the  circulation  of  a  quiet  bottle  of 
Robart  Cockbum's  dioieest  black— nay,'  perhaps-of  his  best  blue, 
to  quicken  oar  taik  about  old  books,  or  our  plans  for  new  ones. 
Ail  theae  are  eomforta  reserved  to  auch  as  are  freemen  of  the  cor- 
poration of  letters,  and  I  have  the  advaatage  of  enjoying  them 
inoerfeetion. 

^  But  aU  thiaga  ehaaga  under  the  sun  ;  and  it  ii  with  no  ordinary 
fceUngs  of  regret,  that,  ii|  my  aimual  vlalta  to  tha  nmropolil  I 


miaa  tha  social  and  waim-haaitad  wdoomo  of  ths«B^ 

wilted  and  kindly  firieod  who  firat  introduced  ma  to  thspmhtl 
who  liad  more  original  wit  than  would  have  act  up  a  asssii; 
professed  sayera  of  good  things,  and  more  lacy  hnnov  IM 
would  have  made  the  fortune  of  as  many  bmko.  To  this  pi» 
deprivation  has  hrea  added,  1  trust  for  a  time  only,  UiskaMr 
another  biMiopolieal  (Viend,  whose  vigorous  intellect.  tf*Jf^ 
ral  idearf,  have  not  only  rendered  his  native  oouvtfy  ^fH^ 
her  own  litorature,  but  ^tablislied  thoro  a  Court  of  tauf^ 
which  roust  command  respect,  even  from  thoae  most  isdisaais 
dissent  fVom  many  of  ita  canons.  The  eflbot  of  fchass  iMmff» 
strong  sense  and  njf^ 
.  kaew.howteBviiJJg 
the  vanoaa  kuws  oMJJJ 


many 

operated  in  a  great  measure  by  the 
calculations  of  an  individual,  who 

self,  to  an  unhoped-for  extent,  of  i . 

which  hia  country  produced,  will  probaUy 
to  the  generetKUi  which  shall  follow  the 


I  uie  generaiKHi  wnicn  snaii  loiiow  ine  nnann.         ^    ^^j 
I  entered  the  shop  at  the  Croas,  to  inquire  altar  Iha  Kssmf 

my  worthy  friend,  and  learned  with  satiafactioa,  that  bisw^ 

denoe  in  the  soutli  had  abated  tlia  rifoor  of  the  symptsw*" 

hia  disorder.    ." 

I  have  alluded, 

rooms  or  crfpu. 


louQi  had  abated  Uia  ncoor  of  the  synpu 
Availing  mysnir.  Uien,  of  the  privilegss  to 
I,  t  cirolled  onward  in  that  labrnntk  of  mnU 


I  speak  our  own  antiquanao  1: 


form  the  extensive  bocksotUeraoots  of  t^  celebrated  pal 
inn-houfie.    Yet,  as  1  proceeded  from  oae  obscait 
other,  filled,  some  of  them  with  ol<tvoluoiea.  auaM 
nroro  the  equality  of  their  rank  on  tlw  shelves,  lan'Pf?*'"?, 
the  less  saleable  modern  books  of  tlie  coneera,  J  <Mul*i*Sll 
feeling  a  holy  horror  creep  U(>on  nM,  when  I  thquglit*!  UiJ^ 
of  intniding  on  some  ecstatic  barn  giving  vent  to  h»sp«*J 
Airy :  or/  it  might  be,  on  the  yet  more  formidable  pyivKr^ 
band  of  crittts,  in  the  act  of  worrying  the  game  ^hwh  PWCJ 
just  ran  down.    In  such  a  supposed  case,!  felt  by  aaMwaim 
the  horroreof  the  Highland  seen,  whom  their jtft  ofdMiimj 
copy  compels  to  witness  thinjs  unmaat  for  moruu  eia*  •*■ 
who,  to  use  the  expreaaion  of  CoUiiun 

.         *■      *'  hoartlein,  ofl,  lifao  Moogy  Mdoew.  lure, 
Tb  eos  tho  phaaiom  Uaio  dwir  oeorei  wock  pr^arfu" 

Still,  however,  the  inesistible  impulse  of  an  wn^^^f^JlK 
sity  drove  me  on  througli  this  fueoeasion  of  darksome  ehan^ 
tiU,  Kka  ttte  jewaOnr  of  D«lhi  in  tha  houae  of  (ha  oiagicaB  m 


ufia\/^sfO(?ifiaa  Entftub, 


mmt  A  wWa  naUL*  t)H»  penoB,  or  periiaM  I  ihonld  ratlier 
ttrnit  Eidolon,  or  reiiresentative  Vition,  of  the  Aittbob  of 
VAiniUTi  You  will  not  bo  lurprwiKl  at  U>e  filwl  inktioct 
ifbieh  enabled  me  at  once  to  aekoowlodttt  the  faaturea  borne  by 
HiUfiwinuMe  apparitioa,  and  Uiatl  at  onee  bencted  the  knee, 
mk  Ibe  cla«ieal  lalutation  of,  Sam,  magnt  pareiu  !  Tlie  ▼!• 
iWi  however,  eat  mo  ehort,  br  poiotinc  to  a  eeat,  Intimatinc 
alHie  aaiae  tioM.  UuU  mjr  pieacuee  was  not  unexpected,  ana 
obi  Jm  bad  ■oneihinf  to  aay  to  me. 
1  Ml  down  with  homble  ubediooce.  and  endeavoiired  to  note 
■Httwea  of  him  with  whom  I  now  found  m/Mlf  ^unexoect- 
"  '  on  lliia  point  I  can  (ivo  year  reverenee  no 
ide«  the  ob«ciirity  of  die  apartment,  and 
'  my  own  nerves,  I  leemed  to  myieir  over- 
wKTv  w^  «  .elisor  filial  awe,  which  prevented  my  noting 
rrecerdinc  what  it  U  probable  the  peraonace  before  m« 


drv: 


r  m  eoeiety.    Bat  on  Ibia  point  I  can  (ivo  year  reverenee  no 

'  ctioo  :  for,  beaide*  the  ob«ciirity  of  die  apartment,  and 

itfiereo  state  of  my  own  nerves,  I  leemcd  to  myieif  over- 

\  by  a  aenw  of  filial  awe,  which  prevented  my  noting 

.jrdinc  what  it  U  probable  the  peraonaie  bef 

he  mio$t  deaiie  to  have  conoealed.    Indeed,  Mc  fiivn} 

■If  veiled  and  wini|iled»  eithw  witli  a  mantle,  momine- 

or  aooM  tucb  loose  garb,  that  tha  veiaea  •f  SptDser  mifht 


*«  Tat,  fWiss,  by  hw  Am  I  .  . 
Whsilnr  rfw  smu  vt  veawD  mIt 
TtacwNild  Bst  any  enaUin  vsU 

•Inaat,  howofver,  go  on  as  I  have  begun,  to  applj  the  niaeen< 
}km  geader ;  fi^r,  notwithstanding  very  mgenioMa  reasons,  and 
iMlBB4aoaBethwglik«  poaiUre  evideaeo,  have  been  oSersd  to 
Mf»  ttie  Author  of  Waveriey  to  be  two  ladies  of  talent,  1  must 
mtm  by  thii  fenemi  qpinion.  that  he  i«  of  the  rougher  wu^-* 
Thm  am  in  hu  writrngs  too  many  things 

**  Qna  BMiftai  sok  tritoeaaiter,** 
tspanait  mm  to  entertain  any  doubt  en  that  subject  I  will  pio> 
mm,  n  Mm  manner  of  dialogue,  to  mpeat  as  nearly  as  I  can  what 
pand  htwiat  us,  only  obaerving,  that  in  the  eounw  of  the  eon- 
wnatioA,  ray  limidity  inpereaptibly  give  way  under  the  fbmi* 
Mty  of  fiis  address  ;  and  that,  in  the  concluding  part  of  our 
Mafoe.  I  pertiaps  argued  with  fUly  af  much  conAdence  as  was 


ivinittc  to  see  you.  Captain  Clutter- 
bf^Mof  Che  pemon  of  my  Amily  whom  I  have  most  i 
fSIfSnthe  death  of  Jedediah  CleMlibetham :  and  X  am 


Che  pemon  of  my  f 


ImvIvo  done  you  some  wrong  in  assigning  to  you  the  Mo- 
aiM  as  a  portion  of  wtar  <flbcu.  I  have  some.tltoughts  of 
wnar*  no  to  you,  by  naming  you  godfather  to  this  yot  un- 
bifQiabe— (he  indieated  Uio  proofslwet  with  his  finger)-But 
M  Muehiuc  The  MoowHscy—How  says  the  world— you  are 
ihuadand  can  learn  1 


, a  I  hem  t— The  inquiry  is  delicate— 

ihivs  not  beard  any  oom^aints  Arom  tlie  PuUisttert. 


iaOer.  'Fhat  ia  the  pnneipal  matter :  but  yot  an  indiflbrent 
work  ie  aouoelimes  towed  on  by  thoee  winch  have  left  ha^ 
Mur  befoie  it,  with  the  brseie  in  tlieir  poop,— Vbat  say  the 
Crttiea) 

OifCaia.  There  iaaffBneial-«wliBC-4hat  the  White  Udy  is 
ao  fhvoante. 

>saer.  Ithirib<heiBalUfaMtm9aaif;butratherinexeeu- 
tma  than  eooeiplien.  CoiiidI  have  evoked  an <9H<iWi«<, at 
the  aame  time  fluitaatie  and  iatemsting,  eapneious  and  lund ;  a 


bound  ^y  t 


sort  of  wiidAra  ef  the  elements,  bound  by  no  flxeu  laws,  or  mo- 
tive of  action  •,  AithfU  and  flmd,  yet  teasing  and  uncertain — 
Ornate.    If  jrou  will  pardon  the  mtemipUoB,  sir.  I  think  you 


ass  describing  a  pret^  woman. 


IS 


On  my  wonL  I  bellevo  I  mm  I  mnst  invest  my  ele* 

■tteij  spirits  wMh  a  littki  bumanoeeh  and  blood-thoy  am 
ieo  ine  drawn  ftw  the  pmeent  taste  of  the  pobUe. 

OMsija  They  ohjeet,  too^  that  the  objeot  of-  your  Nixie 
mmt  to  have  been  awre  uniformly  noble-^Hes  duckug  the 
p8S  van  BO  Naiatf-like  amasement 

Jmfimr.  Ah  I  they  ought  to  allow  for  the  capriocioe  of  what 
iCiner  aU«  but  a  better  aert  of  goblin.  The  bath  into  which 
Afiil,  tho  most  ddieate  omation  of  Shakspeare's  imagination, 
MiHte  oar  joUy  Aiead  THneulo,  was  not  of  amber  or  rose- 
■tfw.  Bat  no  one  abali  And  me  rowing  against  the  sOmun.  I 
«•»  not  who  knows  It— I  write  for  genemi  amusement ;  and 
ttnugh  I  never  will  aim  at  popularity  by  what  I  Uiink  unwortliy 
I  will  notf  00  the  other  hand,  be  pertinacious  in  the 
of  my  own  eivon  ajainat  the  voloe  of  the  nublic. 
lUL  Toaabaadaat  toea,  in  the  preeent  work— (looking, 
tan,  towaadi  Umpmof  Biieet)-the  mystic,  and  the  ma- 
aaa  the  wholo  sgrelsai  of  signe,  wondoni  and  omens} 
"  oriseaagae,etabecttreaUuaiooato  fhbire 

■mow 

Jirtlar.  Not  a  Cook-lane  aaraleh,  my  son— Bot  one  bounee  on 
^4amn  of  TMiworth>HM>iao  mueh  aa  the  poor  tick  of  a  soli- 
MV  death-watch  fai  the  wainseot  All  is  clear  and  above 
wmt   a  aeota  awtaphysictan  mi«lu  believe  every  word  of  It. 

#piala^  And  the  storjr  is,  I  hope,  natuml  and  probable ;  com- 
■■HDC  strikingly,  praeeeding  naturally,  ending  happily— like 
%^aiaa  of  a  nnied  liver,  whioh  gustieo  from  tho  mouth  of 
gli  iilnsaie  and  rama^Ua grotto— then  gliding  on,  never  pans- 
■L  never  pmcipitating  its  oourw.  visitmg,  as  it  were,  by  nat«' 
UMioel,  whataver  worthy  aabfaouof  interest  am  presented 
vao  eoaotry  through  whifii  It  passes— widening  and  deepen* 
hf  in  interest  as  it  flows  on ;  and  at  length  arriving  at  the  nnil 

ii|Bti  iiulie  aa  at  eoima  ■ighb'  himiw  iinam  ships  of  aU  kinds 
Mueauaadyard? 

Jacter.  Hey i  bey!  what  Mm  daa«i  la. all  thief  Why,  *tia 
jMeaP  «ahi»  and  it  wauM  luqaim  anam  one  mueh  mom  tike 
Bacalea  than  I,  te  unduoe  a  otnry  which  should  gushi  aad 
tfiie,  aaAaever  paMe.aad  vteit*  and  widen,  and  deepen,  and  aU 
ihsieatoa*L  I  atynid  be  chm-dbM  to  the  grave,  amiiTbefom  I 
*«  doM  wift  av  tail }  aad,  faiiSi  meanwhite,  all  the  quirks 


IThaa  liWililiaiMhihlll 


.lY, 


letkaia  ^lesad  m  ig  skirt  Jas^saMsiL 


amusement,  wouM  lie  vottrnffU  my  giSftrFlike  8Meho*s  sup- 
presaed  witticisms,  when  he  was  nnder  hui  master's  displea- 
sure.—Them  never  waa  a  novel  written  on  this  plan  while  tha 
world  stood. 

Captain  Pardon  me— Tom  Jones.  / 

Autkor.  Tree,  and  perhaps  Amelia  alao.  PieMing  had  high 
notions  of  the  dignity  of  an  art  which  ho  may  be  eonaidered  aa 
having  founded.  He  ehallengca  a  eompanaoe  between  tha 
Novel  and  the  Epi<£  Smollet.  Le  asge,  and  others,  emanei- 
pating  themselves  from  tlM  stnctnem  of  the  rales  he  has  lali 
down,  have  written  mther  a  historv  of  tlie  misoellaneous  ad- 
ventures which  befall  aa  individual  in  the  coune  of  lilh,  thaa 
the  plot  of  a  regular  and  connected  epopeia,  wham  every  step 
brings  us  a  point  noamr  to  the  final  catastrophe.  Theae^mat 
masters  tiavo  been  sntisfled  if  they  amused  the  reader  tinon  tha 
road  ;  thougfr  the  conclusion  only  arrived  becauee  the  tale  most 
have  an  end-jusl  as  the  traveller  alights  at  the  inn,  becaaae  it 
IS  evening. 

Captain.  A  vary  eommodiooa  mode  of  travelling,  for  tha 
author  at  least  In  slmrt,  sir.  you  are  of  opinion  with  Bayeo— 
"  What  the  devil  doaa  Che  plot  sifniiy,  except  to  bring  in  fiat 
things  I*' 

Jatter.  Grant  that  I  were  aa,  and  that  I  should  write  with 
sease  and  spirit  a  few  seenes  nnlaboored  and  loosely  put  toge- 
tlier,  but  which  had  an Acient  interest  in  then  to  amum  in  ona 
comer  Uie  pain  of  body;  in  another,  to  relieve  anxiety  of 
mind  ;  in  a  third  place,  to  uowrinkle  a  brow  bent  witli  the  for* 
rows  of  daily  toil ;  in  another,  to  fill  the  place  of  hMl  tliouglilab 
or  to  suggest  betton  In  yet  another,  to  induce  an  nler  to  sbdy 
tlie  history  of  bis  country  \  in  all,  save  where  the  perasol  i 
rupted  the  discharge  of  serious  duties,  to  ftiroish  hen  ^^ 
amusement,— might  not  the  author  of  such  a  work,  howemr 
ioartiflcially  executed,  plead  for  his  errors  and  neflifpnees  tha 
excuse  of  the  slave,  who,  about  to  be  punished  for  having 
spread  tlie  false  report  of  a  victory,  saved  himsefT  by  exclaim* 
ing— "  Am  I  to  blame,  0  Athenians,  who  have  giveo  you  eoa 
liappy  day  T**  « 

Captain.  Will  raqr  goodness  Permit  me  to  mentioa  ao  aaao* 
dote  of  my  exoelient  grand-mother? 

AuOi9r.  I  see  little  slie  can  have  to  do  with  the  sahiaet.  Gap* 
tain  Clutterbuck. 

Captain.  It  may  come  into  our  dialogue  on  Bayes's  olan.— 
The  Mfacious  old  Uuiy— reel  her  soul !— was  a  good  friend  to 
the  church,  and  could  never  hear  a  minister  maligned  by  evil 
tongues,  without  taking  his  part  warmly.  There  was  one  fixed 
point,  liowcver,  at  which  she  always  abandoned  the  eaum  ol 
tier  reverend  protege^it  was  so  soon  as  she  learned  he  had 
preaclied  a  regular  wrmoo  acoinst  slanderere  and  backbiten. 

Atatpr.  Ann  what  is  that  to  the  purposel 

Captain,  Only  that  1  have  heard  engineers  sa^  that  one  may 
betray  the  weak  point  to  tiia  enemy,  oy  too  mucii  oatentetioa 
of  fortifying  it 

ilif£A0r.  And,  once  more  I  pray,  what  is  that  to  the  purpoeo  f 

CaptaH.  Nay,  then,  without  forther  metephor,  I  am  afteid 
this  new  production,  in  which  your  generosity  sesms  willing  to 
give  me  some  connera,  will  stand  much  in  need  of  apology, 
sinoe  you  think  proper  to  begin  your  defence  before  the  case  is 
on  trial.— The  story  is  hastily  huddled  up,  I  will  ventore  a  pint 
of  elaret. 

AitfJk^.  A  pint  of  port,  I  auppooe  you  mean? 

Captain.  I  say  of  clantr-good  elaret  of  the  Monastery.  Ah. 
sir,  would  you  but  take  the  advioe  of  your  (Viends,  and  try  to 
deserve  at  least  one  Imtf  of  tlie  public  fovour  you  have  mat 
with,  we  might  all  drink  Tokay  i 


fatter.  I  earn  mK  what  I  drink,  ao  tbe  liquor  be 

Captain.  Care  for  your  reputetion,  then,— Tor  your  fame. 


4faki>r.  My  fomoT— I  wiU  anawer  you  aa  a  very  ii 
i>N,  and  experienced  liriend,  being  eouneel  for  tlie  i 
rai  MacCoul.  replied  to  the  oppoeiw  side  of  the  b 


ngenioas, 

notorious 

:  bar,  whea 

eertamqua* 


Uiey  laid  weight  on  his  client's  refusing  ton 

ries,  which  they  said  any  man  who  liao  a  regard  for  bis  r_^ 

tiqp  would  not  heeitete  to  reply  to.    "  My  client,'*  snid  be-b/ 


tha  way,  Jem  was  standing  behind  him  at  the  time,  and  a  rich 
scene  it  was—"  is  so  nnfertonate  as  to  have  no  regard  for  his 
reputation  i  and  I  should  deai  very  uaeandidly  with  die  court, 
should  I  say  be  liad  any  that  was  wortli  his  attention."— I  am« 
though  from  very  different  reasons,  in  Jem's  happy  state  of  in- 
diflerance.  Let  Ame .  follow  thoee  wlw  liave  a  substantial 
shape.    A  shadow— nod  an  iimmrsonal  author  is  nothing  bofc« 


iln.  You  am  not  now,  perfaapa,  so  impersonal  .as  hereto;- 
These  LsUera  to  iha   Member  for  the  Universitar  o|. 


4«it0r.  Show  the  wit,  geniaa.  and  delieac/  of  the  aathor.^ 


which  I  heartily  wish  to  see  engaged  on  a  aubjeet  of  more  im- 

i.thatthe     '- 

jsdea  ' 

tte  neatly-wTou^t  chai^w  ohoimstantial^  evidence,  so  artifl^- 


portance ;  and  show,  besides,  tfiat  the  pieeervation  of  my  eha- 
*  oariv  talent  in  the  dwcuesion  of 

, rer  ingea^ 

gained.    You  may  reroeiitter. 


hat  the  preeervatipn 
ranter  of  huagnito  has  eogaged  early  talent  in  the  di 
a  curious  question  of  evidence.    ~  "" 

TMisly  pleaded,  ia  not    ' 


Butao 


»,  however  i 


lly  brought  forward  to  prove  Sir  Philip  francia'a  title  to  Iha. 

ttere  of  Junfais,  seemed  at  flnt  irroAagablo ;  yet  the  inlhicaea 
..  the  reasoainff  tiaa  passed  auray,  and  Junius,  in  the  geoeml 
opiaion,  is  as  much  unknown  na  o«ar.  But  on  thia  sulueot  I 
will  not  be  soothed  or  provokod  into  saying  one  word  mon^ 


cially, 
Lettere 
of 


which,  hi.  my 


eoymentof 
tter-wriler. 


my  opiaioo,  ia  very  undeserving  the  noew  that  has 
about  it, aadstill  awm  unwortliy  of  the senoos ea^ 
>f  such  ingenuity  aa  has  been  displayed  by  the  young 


Captain,  But  allowing,  my  dear  sir.  that  yea  cam  not  fat 
your  penanal  reputation,  ot  fdr  thatof  aa/  Hteraiy  parsra  upott 
whaoigte^dMi  raiv  ftalla  MM  ba  vWltd.«ttt««»  l»Mr 

u 


iNTOODtJCTORY  EMtfHA 


Ql&t  eonmon  ffTatitu4e  to  fhe  public,  which  Tuu  ceodiircd  yon 
•o  kindly,  and  to  t1i«  critics,  who  tiave  traatod  you  so  leniently, 
oufht  to  induce  you  to  beiituur  more  pnxM  on  your  ■tory. 

AiUher.  1  do  entreat  you,  my  son.  aa  Df.  JohnMn  would  hare 
•aid,  "  free  your  mind  from  can!.*'    For  the  critic*,  lliey  have 
their  buaii)4Mf,  and  I  mine ;  as  the  nursery  proverb  foot— 
•*  Th«  ehlldran  ia  HoUaad  iaiM  pkaaar*  in  n«kln« 
WkM  th*  ohUdren  la  England  laka  pieaaar*  in  brMklng." 

am  their  humble  jackaT,' too  buiy  in  providing  food  for  them, 
to  have  time  for  ooniiderinf  whether  tliey  swallow  or  njcat 
iL— To  tite  public,  I  stand  pretty  nearly  in  the  relation  of  lh« 
postman  who  leaves  a  packet  at  the  drjor  of  «u  mdividual.  If 
it  eoafains  pleasing  intclliffenco,  a  billet  fW)m  a  nistresa,  a  letter 
lorn  In  absent  son,  a  romittanco  from  a  correspondent  sup- 


nosed  to  be  bankrupt.— the  letter  is  aecentably  welcome,  and 
nad  and  re-read,  folded  up,  tiled,  and  safeir  deposited  in  the 
bureau.    If  the  contents  are  disagreeable,  if  it  comes  fVom  a 


dun  or  flrom  ft  bora,  the  oorrespondeot  is  cursed,  th6  letter  is 
thrown  into  the  ftro,  and  the  oroenso  of  postage  is  heartily  re- 
■ratted ;  while  all  the  time  the  hearer  of  the  dispatches  it,  in 
ihher  case,  v  little  thoufht  on  aS  the  snow  of  last  Christmas. 
llie  utmost  extent  of  kinonoss  between  the  auUior  and  the  pub* 
lie  which  can  really  exist,  it,  that  the  world  are  disposed  to  be 
•omewliat  indulgent  to  the  succoedhig  worics  of  an  original  fh* 
wouriie,  were  it  but  on  account  of  the  habit  which  (he  public 
mind  has  acquired ;  while  the  author  \'ery  .naturally  thinks  well 
of  tJUtr  taste,  who  have  so  liberally  applauded  his  productions. 
But  I  deny  tpre  is  any  call  for  grautudo,  properly  so  called, 
either  on  one  side  or  the  oilier. 

(papiatn.  Respect  to  youraolf.  then,  ought  to  tmch  caution. 

AtUA^.  Ay,  if  caution  oould  augment  the  chance  of  my  sue- 
easa.  But.  to  eonfbss  to  rou  the  truth,  the  works  and  passages 
10  Which  I  have  succeeded,  have  uniformly  been  written  with 
tll<|  greatest  sapidity ;  and  when  I  have  seen  some  of  these 
placed  in  opposition  with  others,  and  commended  as  more 
higfily  finished,  I  could  appeal  tn  pen  and  standish,  that  the 
paihs  in  which  I  have  come  foebly  off  were  by  much  the  nnoro 
latwurDd.  Besidos,  I  doubt  the  benencial  enbct  of  too  much 
delay,  both  on  account  of  tlie  author  and  the  pubiie.  A  man 
ohonld  strike  wfiiie  the  iron  is  hot,  and  hoist  sail  while  the 
wind  is  fair.  If  a  sucoessful  author  keep  not  the  stage,  another 
instantly  takes  his  ground.  If  a  writer  lie  by  for  tmi  years  ere 
bo  produces  a  second  work,  he  ia  superseded  by  others }  or,  if 
'  the  ago  is  so  poor  of  ^ius  that  this  does  not  happen,  his  own 
reputation  boeomes  his  greatest  obt ta«Je.    Tf)e  publie  will  ez- 

Set  the  new  woilc  to  be  ten  times  better  than  its  predecessor : 
9  author  will  expect  it  should  be  ten  tim(>s  more  jwpolar,  and 
*tis  a  hundred  to  ten  tliat  both  are  disappointed. 

Captain.  This  may  juntiry  a  certain  degree  of  rapidity  in  pub- 
Mieation,  but  not  that  which  is  provertiiallysaid  to  be  no  speed. 
You  fffiould  take  time  at  least  to  arrange  yonr  story. 

AulAor.  Tliot  is  a  sore  point  with  me,  my  son.  Believe  me,  I 
have  not  boen  fool  enough  tn  neglect  ordinary  precautions.  I 
have  repeatftdly  laid  down  mr  future  work  to  scale,  divided  It 
into  volumes  and  chapters,  and  endeavoured  to  ennfftfuet  a 
atorr  which  I  meant  should  evolve  itself  gntdnally  and  sirtking- 
ly,  maintain  suspense,  and  stimulate  curiosity ;  and  whirh. 
BOalfy^  sliould  terminaio  in  a  striking eatastrvphe.  But  I  think 
there  is  a  demon  who  seats  himself  on  tiie  foarhor  of  my  pen 
whan  I  begin  to  write,  and  leads  It  astray  fVom  tlie  purpose. 
Characters  expand  under  my  hand  t  incidents  are  multiplied ; 
the  story  lingers,  while  the  materials  incrRaae :  mjr  recular  man- 
sion tuTtiK  not  a  Gothic  anomniv,  and  the  work  is  closed  long 
before  1  have  attained  ilmpointl  proposed. 

Cttpttiln,  Resolution  and  dotermined  fOrbearaiiCe  might  re- 
medy that  evil. 

Avthor.  Alas  1  my  dear  sir,  ymt  do  not  know  the  force  of  Mi- 
tAmal  afK>ction.  When  1  li^ht  on  such  a  character  as  Baftio 
Jhrvic,  or  Doigetty,  my  imagination  brightena,  and  my  concep- 
tion becomes  clearer  at  every  step  whicJi  f  take  in  his  company, 
allhoafti  ii  leads  m«  many  a  weary  mil*  away  fVom  the  regular 
road,  and  forcew  me  to  leap  hedfie  and  ditch  to  got  hack  into  the 
route  a^in.  If  I  resist  the  temptation,  as  you  advise  aie,  my 
thoug)if4  benome  prosy,  flat,  and  dun  ;  I  write  painfully  to  my- 
self,  ond  iniderr  a  consciousnoss  of  flaffing  which  makes  me 
flag  atin  more  ;  tlie  sunshine  with  which  fancy  had  invested 
the  incidents,  departs  fWiro  tiiem,  and  leaves  o«^  thing  dull 
and  gloomy.  I  am  no  more  the  same  anlhor  I  was  in  my  bettcnr 
BMKxi,  ttian  tlie  dog  in  a  wtieal,  condemned  to  go  round  and 
round  for  houni,  is  like  the  same  dog  merrily  chasing  his  own 
t|iH.  and  gambofling  in  all  the  froKo  of  unrestrained  ftoedom. 
I*  short,  str,  on  such  occaaions,!  think  f  am  bewitched. 

CtMain.  Nay,  sir,  if  you  pi'fad  sorcery,  there  is  no  mora  tn 
ke  said-ho  most  needs  go  wiiom  tlM  doviVdrivea.  And  this,  I 
'  a«p|>OBb.  si>  is  the  reason  why  you  do  not  make  the  theatrieal 
attempt  ^  which  you  have  beeo  so  often  urged? 

AvOutr.  It  may  paM  for  ono  good  reason  for  not  writing  a 
play,  that  I  cannot  form  a  plot.    But  the  truth  i»,  thai  the  idea 

"    *  "'  '  '  ring  some  aptitude 

ti  rounded  on  those 

, — , , I  a  source  inaceesi- 

lollectnra,  they  have  tiastily  oonsidered  the  oflhpring  of 
mr  motlwf-wit.  Now,  the  manfter  in  which  I  became  peasossed 
Of  these  (yagments  is  so  oxtnofdiiiasy,  that  I  cannot  help  tall- 
Mitloynu. 

You  nraal  know,  that,  some  twenty  yean  since,  I  is«%t  down 
M  visit  an  oUl  friend  in  WorcMtorshire,  who  bad  served  with. 
mt  in  tho  —      •  Dragoons. 

Os^Mffi.  Tlion  you  Aese  servod,  tirf 

Author.  I  have— or  I  have  not,  wliieh  atgnifiet  the  aame- thing 
-^^aptaln  is  a  good  travelling  name.— 1  fomd  my  frfead's  house 
itoexpeeiedly  crowded  with  guests,  and,  as  aimal,  was  con- 
demned—the mansion  being  an  old  one— to  flic  kavnM  apart' 
amtt.  I  have,  as  a  great  modern  said,  seen  too  many  ghosts  to 
iMMevo  in  tbem,  so  betook  myself  senously  to  my  repoae,  lulled 
bf  fha  wia4  raaiUDt  vMic.ciit  Uao^iMi^  iba  bmbabia  ot 


wfiich  ehecfcoiod  tha  moonlight isliitiilMl  M  thaflaiir^lMM 
(ho  diamonded  cojiement.  «men.  Mnold, 'a  darker  4iado«» 
i^rposcd  itself,  and  I  beheld  visibly  On  the  floor  of  the  «f«l^ 
ment-' 

CaptatK.  The  White  Lady  of  Avenal,  I  mmioaef-ToalMit 
told  the  very  utorv  before.  ,  " 

Atukor.  No— I  beheld  a  famale  fono,  with  BMb-esn,  bib,airi 
apron,  sleeves  tucked  up  to  the  elbow,  a  dredging-box  iolht 
ono  hand,  and  in  the  othCT  a  sauoe-ladle.  iconoladed,  si- 
course,  that  it  was  my  (Viend's  coOR-maid  walking  in  her  MCii 
and  as  I  knew  be  had  a  value  for  Sally,  who  could  tossspsO' 
cake  with  any  giri  in  tlie  country.  I  got  up  to  condvot  ba 
saftly  to  the  c'oor.  But  as  I  approachedlier,  she  said,—"  HoUL 
sir  I  I  am  not  what  you  take  me  for  t"— words  which  sssim 
so  apposite  to  tliq  circumstances,  that  I  riiould  not  liave  «idi 
minded  them,  had  it  not  been  for  the  peculiariy  hollow  tmi 
in  which  they  wore  uttered.—*'  Know,  then,"  she  said,  iatbl 
same  unearthly  acbents, "  Uiat  I  am  the  spirit  of  Betty  BtfaM." 
— "  Who  hanmd  herself  for  love  of.th<  " 

thought  I ,  "  this  is  a  proper  spot  of  work  I' 
py  Eliriiboth  or  Betty  Barnes,  long  eook-ii 
ton,  the  painful  collector,  but  ahi  the  too  c^idess  i  . 

of  the  largest  coUectioo  or  anoieot  playa  avar  known— of  nost 
of  which  the  titlea  only  are  loft  to  gladdan  the  Psalegoniess  sf 
the  Variorum  8hakapoaro.  Y«s,  sti-angar,  it  was  theas  ill-fcbd 
hands  that  consigned  to  grease  and  conflajpration  tlie  scons « 
small  qgartns,  .which,  did  they  liow  exults  would  drive  ■■ 
whole  Roxburghe  Club  o«t  of  thair  aenaea— it  was  theis«i> 
happy  pieken  and  stealera  that  signed  Ibt  fowls  and  trM 
dirty  trcocliera  with  the  lost  works  of  Baanofiont  and  FleMK 


rtbatunhsv-* 


dirty 

Mass 

speare  himself  i' 


Masstnger,  Jonson,  Webstar— what  shall  I  say}— ovea  of  9ll* 
him 


Like  every  dramatic  aotiguary,  ny  ardent  curiosity  sta 
pome  play  named  in  the  Book  of  the  Master  of  Revels,  Im 
often  been  cheoked  by  flodhv  tha  olueet  of  nsy  nssarebBi» 
berod  amongst  the  boloeauat  of  viatlBBS  whiob  thia  uabafig 
woman  had  saorifioad  to  tlie  God  of  Good  Ohear.   14  is  si 


wonder  then,  tliat,  like  the  Hermit  of  Paraell, 

"  I  Ivoke  ih«  bMds  pf  fsar,  aad  m4I!y  «ried. 

*  Yoa  enrelew  Judc  1'— But  Msree  the  words  Mgss, 

Whtn  Betty  brandishM  high  her  say«iDg.p*a.'* 

"Bsware,**  she  said,  "  you  do  not.  by  yoor  ill-tiniad  aofir. 
cut  off  Uie  opportunity  I  yet  have  to  iNvtemoify  the  world  Ok 
the  errors  of  my  ignorance.  In  yonder  eottl4iolo,  not  used  Ar 
many  a  year,  jnepose  the  few  greasy  and  blaekeoed  frafaNUi 
of  the  older  Dnuna  which  were  aotf  totally  ciastroyed.  Dotbos 
then"— Why,  wlint  do  you  stare  at.  Captain?  By  my  soul,  it 
is  true;  as  my  friend  Major  Longi>ow  says,  ^'Wbat  sboaiit  I 
tell  you  a  lie  for}" 

CaataifL  Lie,  sir!  Nay.  Heaven  foAid  I  should  apply  ^ 
worcl  to  a  person  so  veracioas.  You  are  only  faelined  Is  «hsss 
your  toil  a  little  this  morning^  that's  alL  Had  you  not  bscitf 
reiier>'e  tliis  legend  to  fum  on  intiodaotion  to  "  Tbvse  Kaeovtf' 
edDramos/'orsol 

Avilkor.  .You  are  guite  right— habit's  a  strange  thing,  mf  no- 
I  had  forgot  whom  I  was  spaskiAg  to.  Yea,  Playa  for  Um  dosft, 
not  the  stage 

Cis^aiitRight,  and  so  you  am  soie  lobe  aatad ;  for  tlMsat- 
agora,  whild  tlionsands  of  vohintoen  are  deaiMus  of  smdr 
them,  are  wonderfolly  partial  to  pressed  mon. 

Avthor.  I  am  a  living  witness,  having  been,  like  a  seconf^ 
berius,  made  a  dramatist  whatticr  1  would  or  uoL  I  beliewfr 
muse  would  be  rrrryllod  into  tnteding  the  stage,  evsail 
should  write  a  sermon. 

Os^ia.  Truly,  if  yosMKd^I  am  aOaid  fhlks  might  rnifcrs 
Moe  of  it ;  dnd,  thorefore,  should  von  change  yoor  slyie,iiw 
advise  a  volume  of  dramas  likoLord  Byron'si. 

Anthor.  No.  his  lordship  is  a  cat  above  mo-^I  won't  ran  W 
horse  against  his,  if  I  can  help  myself.  But  there  is  my  fian* 
Allan  lias  written  just  such  a  play  as  I  might  write  mywlr.  » 
a  very  sunny  day,  and  with  owe  of  Bramah^i  extra  paienHl^ 
I  cannot  make  neat  work  witiioot  soch  apparteuanees. 

Ceputn.  Do  you  mean  A  lino  Ramsay  1 

Avthor.  No,  nor  Barbara  A  Man  either.  I  mean  Allan  Oetmt 
ham,  who  has  Ju.<it  published  hfs  tragedy  of  9it  MaratsdvU 
Maxwell,  fWI  of  merry-making  aid  murdering,  kissing  sedoi^ 
ting  of  throats,  ami  passoffcs  which  load  to  rtolhiog.  and  ^nn 
are  very  pretty  passcses  for  all  that  Not  a  glimpse  of  !»«••• 
bility  is  there  about  the  plot,  bat  so  much  animation  mjia^ 
cular  passages,  and  such  a  vein  of  poetry  through  tlie  wboK, 
as  I  deariy  wish  I  could  infVise  into  my  CuMnary  Renisn^ 

efAlC^ 


should  i  ever  be  tempted  to  publish  tbem, 

worse,  not  ttote^hfm  at  all.— %utYM~vefmimrtlieiO,  liooiistA^ 


impress,  piHiple  would  read  and  admire  the  beauties  .. 

as  it  is,  they  may  pcrimps  only  note  his  defects— or,  wmt » 


Ian  .  you  are  a  credit  to  Caledonia  foraH  that— There  sresi 


lyrical  effbsions  of  his,  too,  which  you  would  dojvdl  ta  raad> 
Captain.    ""  "  '  -..  -         ...  ..    _ 

topmin. 


'  It's  heme,  and  it's  liame,"  Is  equal  tn  Burns. 
I  will  take  tho  hint  Tlie  oinb  at  KenonriohsiHM 
turned  (bsUdious  sine©  Cntaltini  visited  flw  A  bbey.  My  **  Pw 
I  ith  Cauld"  has  been  received  both  poorly  and  coldly,  aad  tM 
Banks  of  Bonnio  Doon"  have  been  poaitivHy  oonghad  dowa- 
Tmpara  maantitri 

Avtltnr.  Tliey  cannot  stand  atill,  tliey  will  olianga  with  sR  si 
us.    What  then  I 


•»AaMn%an 


Dfera'Aal.'* 


Bat  the  hour  of  parting  appreacWss.  _ 

Cmprafn.  Yoa  are  datamincd  to  proeeed  than  ro  J^^"^ 
system?  Aro  you  aware  that  an  nnwortliir  snotiva  amy  M  as- 
signed for  thia  rapid  aaeaesuoo  of  pabliuadoa  ?   Yoa  wiU  bs 

supposed  to  work  meraly  for  tho  toeia  of  gai^ 

AtOker.  aappoaitig  tiiai  1  did  paimit  Uia  great  advancaM 
which  must  be  derived  ftom  success  in  literature,  to  jow  *!».': 
othariBWhwto  iadaitiw  «•  »ii  uii  um  ftuailwV  ^•y* 


INTRODUCTORY  EPISTLE. 


fte  iMbl{e,->llwt  «roolQinai1  w  (he  Toluntaiy  tax  which  the 


pubbe  vmn  for  m  eertain  ipecieeor  litorary  eimMement—it  m 
•clortod  mm  mf  one.  and  ^id,  I  pnmwe,  by  thdae  only  who 
eon  afford  it,  and  who  reooive  g ratiflcaiion  in  proportion  to  thu 
cqnnM.  If  the  capital  cum  whieli  theae  voluamt  tiave  put  into 
eiicalatioa  ba  a  very  largo  one,  haa  it  euatributed  to  my  iodul- 
fMMsaa  onlf  T  or  can  I  not  my  to  hundred*.  (Vom  honoit  Ouih 
em  the  paper-manulhctomr,  to  the  moat  anivelling  of  die  prin- 
ler*i  devils,  **Dld»t  thou  not  aharef  Hadat  Uiou  not  ARoeo 
pueoT"  I  profeM  I  think  our  Modem  Atheoa  mueh  obliged  to 
an  far  hmmng  e«tabliahed  inch  an  exteniive  manufacture ;  and 
wtar4i  ooiTeml  suffrage  ooroei  in  fiwhion.  I  inlnnd  to  stand  for 
a  aeat  in  the  Hooae  on  tfie  interesi  of  all  .tlie  unwashed  artifl* 
eeia  conneded  with  literature. 
C^t^ti.  This  would  be  called  the  langnaieof  a,ealico-nunii> 


&2r. 


iatlar.  Cant  again,  mjr  dear  Mn— there  la  lime  m  this  naek, 
too  nothing  bnt  sopni«ticaUoa  in  this  world  i  1  do  •&/  it,  in 
niie  of  Adam  Smith  and  his  follower*,  that  a  succeatful  an- 
taor  ia  a  prodactiTe  laboumr,  and  that  his  works  eonititato  as 
'"  '  la  part  of  the  poblie  wealth,  aa  that  which  is  created 
other  mamifaetura.  If  a  new  oomqiodity,  hanng  an 
Ij  intrinsie  and  eommerctal  value,  be  the  result  of  the 
— I,  why  are  the  anthor's  bales  of  books  to  be  esteemed 

-    '■         '    -"         Ids  of 

diflU- 

and  the  dogire  of  iu- 

„  I  as  tlie  presitntmuB^ 

_  J  and  reward,  beft>re  the  volume  leaves  the  publisher's 
Vithout  Yne  it  could  not  exist,  and  to  this  extent  I  am 

jihetor  to  the  country.    As  for  my  own  emolument,  it  is 

««B  by  my  toil,  and  I  account  mywlf  answerable  to  Heaven 
•aty  ISor  the  mode  in  which  I  expend  iL  The  candid  may  hope 
it  is  not  all  dedicated  to  selfish  pinpoees:  and,  without  much 
imlDnaioDs  tom«rit  in  him  who  disbursof  it,  a  part  may  "  wan- 

i  to  write  IVom  tlie  oiere 


1  less  profitable  part  of  the  public  stook  than  the  roods  of 
mr  otlier  manufacturer)  I  spoak  with  relbrence  to  the  diflU- 
MB  of  the  weidth  arising  to  the-  public,  and  the  dogire  of  iu- 
^■liy  which  even  such  a  trifling  work  as  tlie  presttntmus^ 


heaven-diraeted,  to  the  poor. 
"'- 'generally  liel 


datheavei 


Yet  it  is 

of  fain. 

iailsr.  It  would  be  base  to  do  so  exclusively,  or  even  to 
sake  it  a  principal  motive  for  litemry  exertion.    Nay,  I  will 
vmare  to  aay,  Uwt  no  work  of  imagination,  proceeding  from 
AsBam  oonaideration  of  a  eertain  sum  of  copy-money,  ever 
4l,ac«ver  will,  succeed.    80  the  lawyer  who  pleads,  llie  sol- 
ihriAo  fights,  tlw  physician  who  prescribes,  tlie  clergyman 
-tfwb  there  be— who  preaches,  without  any  aeoi  for  his  pro- 
ftiM^or  without  any  sense  of  its  dignity,  and  merely  on  ac- 
tmtttthe  fee,  pay,  or  stipend,  degrade  themselves  to  the 
nskflf  sordid  mechanics.    Accordingly,  in  the  case  of  two  of 
flhslsamMl  flieulticsat  least,  their  services  are  considered  as 
aurpieeiable,  and  are  aeknnwledaed,  not  by  oiiy  exact  opU- 
aK!e  of  the  services  rendered,  but  by  a  honitrariuM,  or  volun- 
tv^  ai^tnowledgment    But  let  a  client  or  patient  tnake  the  ex- 
periment of  omitting  this  lit  tie  ceremony  of  the  konorarwrn, 
which  IS  unM  to  be  a  thing  entirely  out  of  coosidemtion  be- 
tween them,  and  mark  how  the  loamed  gentleman  will  look 
apon  hin  case.    Cant  set  apart,  it  is  the  same  thing  with  litera- 
ry eaoolvmenl.    No  man  of  sense,  in  any  rank  of  life,  it*,  or 
ought  to  be,  above  accepting  a  just  recompense  for  his  time, 
aatf  a  fcaaonable  share  of  the  capital  which  owes  its  very  ex- 
kslenee  to  his  exertions.    When  Cxar  Peter  wrought  in  tlie 
tfeoefies,  he  took  the  pay  of  a  common  soldier ;  and  nobles, 
stateomeo,  and  divines,  tlte  most  dislinfuiKhod  of  their  time, 
fcavfr  not  scorned  to  square  aroonnls  with  their  bookseller. 
Ci^esiii.    (fiSbtgs) 

**  O  If  it  were  s  nran  thbik. 

The  gttttlMVOuld  not  iim  it; 
AvA  if  it  wm  angiKfly. 

TIm  ckrgy  weoM  rvfun  it*' 

Aa0m.  You  say  well.  But  no  man  of  honour,  genius,  or 
«hril,  would,  make  the  mere  love  of  gain,  tlie  chief,  far  less  itie 
oahr,  purpose  at  his  labours.  For  myself,  I  am  not  dirpleased  to 
flan  Lie  game  a  winning  one :  yet  while  I  pleancd  the  public.  1 
•boakl  probably  continue  it  merely  for  the  pleasure  of  placing  ; 
(srl  have  felt  as  strongly  as  most  folks  that  love  ufeoinposition, 
«Mcb  is  perhaps  the  strongest  of  all  instincts,  driving  the  author 
(s  Ilia  pen,  the  painter  to  tlie  pallet,  often  without  citlit.'r  the 
ebaaen  of  fame  or  the  prospect  of  reward.  PerhnpM  I  have  said 
teeanelt  of  this.  1  might,  perhaps,  with  as  much  troth  as  most 
pceple.  exculpate  myiielf  from  the  charge  of  beinir  either  of  a 
irredy  or  mercenary  disposition :  bnt  I  am  not,  iherefurc,  hypo- 
er^te  enough  to  disclaim  the  ordinai7  motives,  on  account  of 
ahieh  the  whole  world  around  me  is  toiling  unremitttagly,  to  the 
ocrifice  of  ease,  comfort,  health,  and  life.  1  do  not  affect  the  dis- 
Msmstadness  of  that  ingenious  association  of  gentlemen  men- 
tiaaed  by  Goldsmith,  who  sold  tlieir  magaxine  for  aixpcnce  a 
9isee,  merely  for  their  own  amusement. 

OvMfa.  I  have  hut  one  thing  more  to  hhiLoTha  world  say 
leawill  nm  yourself  out. 

The  world  ny  cnie;  and  what  tbenl   Vhen  they 


danee  no  hmger.  I  will  no  longer  pW  ;  and  I  ahtU  not  vast 
nappera  enoujph  to  remind  me  of  the  apoplexr. 

Captain.  And  what  will  beiMma  of  us  thea,  year  poor  Ih 
mily }    We  •null  fnll  into  contempt  and  oblivion. 

J«ttw\  Like  many  a  poor  fellow,  already  overwhetaned  with 
the  number  of  his  fomily,  i  oaanot  help  gomg  on  to  inereaae  it— 
"-ris  my  vocation.  Hal."-Such  of  you  as  deserve  obi ivion— 
portiaps  Uie  wliule  of  you— may  be  consigned  to  it.  At  any 
rate,  you  have  been  read  in  your  day,  which  ia  more  tlian  can 
be  said  of  some  of  your  contemporaries,  of  less  fortune  and  mot* 
merit  1  hey  cannot  say  but  that  you  had  Uie  crown.  It  is  ah 
ways  sometliing  to  haveennaed  the  public  attention  for  seven 
yeais.  Had  I  only  written  Waverloy,  I  should  have  longainoa 
been,  acconling  to  the  established  phrase,  "  the  tngeniou  ao- 
tlior  of  a  novel  murh  admired  at  the  time.**  I  believe,  on  my 
soul,  that  tlie  reputation  of  Waverley  is  sBstained  wry  much  by 
the  praises  of  Uiose,  who  may  be  inclined  to  prefer  Uiat  tale  to 
itssucoeasors. 

CtjuaiH.  You  are  willhig  then  to  barter  future  reimtauoD  fbr 
present  popularity? 

,  AwAm:  A^iorsspers.  Horace  himself  expected  not  tosnrwiva 
m  all  his  works— I  may  hope  to  live  in  sotoe  of  mine  i-asa  semis 
Msrfor.  It  is  some  consolation  to  reflect,  that  the  best  authors 
in  all  countries  have  been  the  most  voluminous ;  and  it  baa 
often  happened,  tliat  those  who  have  been  best  received  in  tlusir 
own  time,  have  also  continued  to  be  acceptable  to  posterity.  I 
do  not  think  so  ill  of  tlie  present  generation,  as  to  suppose  that 
Its  present  favour  necessarily  infers  Aiture  cocdenmation. 

Caputtn.  Were  all  to  act  on  such  principles,  thiTpubUc  would 
ba  inundated. 

Author.  Once  more,  my  dear  son.  beware  of  cant.  Yon  epaak 
as  if  the  public,  were  obliged  to  read  booka  merely  because  they 
are  printed— your  friends  tiie  booksellers  would  tliaok  you  to 
make  tiio  pmpoirition  good.  Tlie  most  serious  grievance  at- 
tendiogsueh  inundations  as  you  talk  of,  is,  that  they  make  rags 
dear.  The  multiplicity  of  publications  does  the  present  age  00 
barm,  and  ibay  greatly  advantage  that  whidi  ia  tosuccatdusL 

Captain,    I  do  not  see  how  that  is  to  happen. 

Author.  The  complaints  in  the  time  of  Elizabeth  and  Jaaea, 
of  the  alarming  fertility  of  the  presa,  were  aa  loud  as  they  art 
St  present— yet  look  at  the  shore  <Mrer  which  tlie  inmindatlon  of 
that  age  flowed,  and  it  resembles  now  the  rich  strand  of  tha 
Faery  Queen— 


B«strew*d  all  with  rich  array. 


or  SMirt  and  precioiia  Monet  ofgrm  •■•sv  { 
itjiii  aJl  dMgniTvl  ntU'd  »i(h  goi<Jeu  ore." 

BeliexT  me,  that  even  in  the  most  neglected  works  of  the  pre- 
sent oge,  Uie  next  may  discover  treasures. 

Captain.    St»me  book«i  will  defy  all  alchyray.  \ 

Author.  'VXw.y  ttill  be  bnt  few  in  number ;  sinne,  as  for  writers, 
who  are  pottM'AM'd  uf  no  merit  at  all,  w\\*sf»  indned  they  publish 
their  wiirkR  at  ll.cir  owq  expcniio,  like  Sir  Richard  Blackmore, 
tliRir  power  ofsiMioying  the  public  will  be  soon  limited  by  liia 
difficulty  of  timiiiiijr  iiiuiertakiDg  bookwellers. 

Captain.  You  riro  incorrigible.  Are  there  no  bounds  to  your 
audarity  7 

Author.  Tlinre  are  the  sacred  and  eternal  boundaries  of  ho- 
nour and  virtue.  My  course  is  like  Uieeiiclianteddianiborof 
Britiimart-- 

••  Whrrt  tti  aht  loeh'd  aboiil.  elw  did  beb»ld 
Ituw  over  that  i«jnfl  dour  wa*  llkeviiae  «ni, 
R"  Bntd—Be  hold,  aiid  evrr)  whrre  He  Bvid. 
Wh^reai  itie  lUiiwd,  and  could  not  conMruv  i\; 
Ax.  l.i>t  mIm  *picd  tti  that  ro<Mit*s  iipptf  riid 
Aiimherirun  do<  * ,  on  which  araa  writ—' 
Be  not  toa  Bold,*' 

Captn  in.  Well ,  you  must  take  the  riak  of  proeeedtng  on  your 
own  principles. 

Author.  Ho  yon  act  on  yours,  and  take  nare  you  do  not  s»ay 
Idling  Iiere  till  the  dini»er  hour  is  over— 1  will  add  tiiis  work  .0 
your  -,iatriniony,  raUat  ^uantvn. 

Hero  our  dialogue  lirnimaled ;  fi»r  a  little  sooty-foced  Apo)1y*m 
fVoni  the  Canonirare  runie  ti>  drmsml  the  pmor-i'lioet  on  !Ne 
part  of  Mr.  M'Corkindaie:  and  i  heard  Mr.  C.  rebuking  Mr.  P. 
in  another  compartment  or  the  same  labyrinth  1  have  dcKcribcd. 
for  niirering  any  ono  U>  penetrate  so  far  ioto  the  penu^^ia  ot 
their  tcni)ile.  • 

1  leave  it  to  yon  to  form  ycrar  own  opini'm  nonceming  tlia  im- 
port of  this  dialogue,  nnd  1  cannot  but  aoheve  1  shall  meet  t/ie 
wishes  ofuur  common  pareiu  in  pretiAing  this  letter  to  the  w*  k 
which  it  ooncurna. 

I  sn,  revere:td  and  dev  Bir, 

Very  •i;iecr"!y  and  afl^ctlonataly, 
y  «u»,  kr.  &R. 

CciuoBRT  CLtrrruavcs. 

KEHHAVJttATP 

UtAprii^lttK. 


THE  FORTUNES  OF  NIGEL. 


CHAPTER!. 


Jfto^vf  8Mt  sod  Bnglisli  ub  tcraod. 

And  Samdan  huiM  to  ovomUio  Ttraed, 

Whwre,  iuoh  th«  ipleDdoan  that  attand  bun, 

Hifl  vary  mothar  acarce  had  kead  him.    ' 

Hia  metaoMirfihotif  behold, 

Fkom  OlaaKOw  friaaa  to  doth  of  fold ! 

Bm  baek-mmd.  wUh  the  iroa  hiT 

To  rapiar  fUrly  haloh'dand  fflt  i 

wMevaraaan  a  gaHant  bniTor  I 


HiaverrbanntPa  frowna  baavar.— nt  M^tnmtbn, 

Tat  lonfiT-continued  hostilities  which  bad  for  cen- 
~    separated.the  south  and  the  north  diyinona  of 


dielaknd  of  Britab,  had  been  happiW  tftrTEiIn^tttd  bv 
thesuocessionof  the  pacific  James  1,  to  ihf3  Eiij^lish 
Ciown.  But  although  the  united  cm  w ii  of  E n g]  and 
and  Scotland  was  worn  by  the  saiuc  mdividuali  it 
nquired  a  long  lapse  of  time,  and  the  suct^etL'^ion  of 
morB  than  one  gnneration,  ere  theinvi^ienitG  niiiiun&l 
janodicee  which  had  so  long  existed  U^iwUe  lBb  sis- 
i^iiiusdoma  were  removed,  and  the  aubj^l!^  of  ui  thar 
adeoT the  Tweed  brought  to  rosard  those  upoa  the 
oinnnte  Iwnk  as  fnends  and  as  brethren. 

Thsae  prejudices  were,  of  course  most  inyeterate 
dbnogthe  reign  of  Song  James.  The  English  sub- 
Wctt  ttcnsed  him  of  pardality  to  those  of  his  ancient 
nngdoai:  while  the  Scots,  with  eoaal  uyusuce, 
dnuii^  him  with  having  forgotten  the  land  of  his 
mtivttft  an^  with  neglecting  those  e^Iy  friends  to 
whose  allegiance  he  had  been  so  much  indebted. 

The  temper  of  the  King,  peac«able  even  to  Umidity, 
inclined  mm  perpetually  tp  interfere  as  mediator  be- 
tween the  contending  factions,  yrhose  brawls  distur- 
bed the  court.  But,  notwithstanding  all  his  precau- 
a>n%t  historians  have  recorded  many  instances, 
vlMsre  the  mutual  hatifd  of  two  nations,  who  after 
being  enemies  for  a  thousand  yearS)  hod  been  so  very 
recently  united,  broke  forth  with  a  fury  which  me- 
naced a  general  convulsion;  and,  spreading  from 
the  highest  to  the  lowest  classes,  as  it  occasioned  de- 
bates m  council  aiid  parliament,  factions  in  the  court, 
isd  duels  lunong  the  gentry,  was  no  less  productive 
of  liots  and  brawls' amongst  the  lower  orders. 

While  these  heart-bunungs  were  at  the  highest, 
there  flourished  in  the  city  of  London  an  ingenious 
but  whimsical  and  self-opinioned  mechanic,  much 
deroted  to  abstract  studies,  David  Ramsn/  by  name, . 
«dio^  whether  recommended  by  hia  great  skill  in  his 
profession,  as  the  courtiers  alleged,  or,  as  was  mur- 
nuned  among  his  nejehbours,  by  his  birthplace,  in 
the  good  town  of  DauLeith,  near  Edinburgh,  held  in 
Juner's  household  the  post  of  maker  of  watches  and 
borologes  to  his  Majesty.  He  scorned  not,  however, 
to  ke^  open  shop  within  Temple-Bar,  a  few  yards' 
to  the  eastward  of^St.  Dunstan's  Church. 
.  The  shop  of  a  London  tradesman  at  that  time,  as 
4  may  be  supposed,  was  something  verydifllerent 
mm  those  we  now  see  in  the  same  locality.  The 
iMds  were  e2i>08ed  to  sale  in  cases,  only  defended 
lom  the  weather  by  a  covering  of  canvass,  and  the 
tbok  resembled  the  stalls  and  booths  now  erected 
cr  the  temporary  accommodation  of  dealers  at  a 
xCDontxy  fair,  rather  than  the  established  emporium  of 
•  t  leapectable  citizen.  But  most  of  the  shopkeepers 
vpote,  and  David  Ramsay  amongst  others,  tiad 
4sr  booth  connected  with  a  small  apartment  which 
JKned  backward  from  it,  and  bore  the  same  resem- 
Vi&oe  to  the  front  shop  that  Robinson  Crusoe's 
ttiem  did  to  the  tent  which  ho  erected  before  it  To 
iiiii  Master  Ramsay  was  often  acaistomed  to  retreat 
to  the  labour  of  his  abstruse,  calculations:  ,for  he 
ttned  at  improvement  and  discoveries  in  his  own 
«i  and  sometimes  pushed  his  researches,  like  Na- 
Mer  and  other  mathematicians  of  the  period,  into  ab- 


stract science.  When  thus  engaged,  he  left  the  oncer 
posts  of  his  commercial  establishment  to  be  main- 
tained by  two  stout-bodied  and  strong-voic^  ap- 
prentices, who  kept  up  the  cry  at,  **  What  d'ye  ladi? 
what  d'3re  lack?*'  accompanied  with  the  appropriata 
recommendations  of  the  articles  in  which  they  dealt. 
This  direct  and  personal  application  for  custom  td 
those  who  chanced  to  pass  by^  is  now,  we  believe, 
limited  to  Monmouth  Street,  (if  it  still  exists  even  in 
that  repositorv  of  ancient  gahnents,)  under  theouar- 
dianship  of  tKe  scattered  remnant  of  Israel.  Bij^  at 
the  time  we  are  speaking  oi;  it  was  practised  al&eby 
Jew  and  Gentile^  and  served,  bistead  o{  all  our  pre- 
iscnt  newspaper  puffs  and  advertisements,  to  solicit 
the  attention  of  the  pi^Iic  in  general,  and  of  fHends 
in  particular,  to  the  unrivalled  excellence  of  the  goods, 
wfich  tbejr  offered  to  sale  upon  such  easy  terms,  that 
it  might  fairly  appear  that  the  venders  had  rather  a 
view  to  the  general  service  of  the  public,  than  to  their 
own  particular  advantage. 

The  verbal  proclaimers  of  the  excellence  of  their 
commodities  had  this  advantage  over  those  who,  in 
the  present  day.  use  the  public  papers  fbr  the  same 
purpose,  that  they  could  in  many  cases  adapt  thdr 
address  to  the  peculiar  appearance  and  i^iparent 
taste  of  the  passengers.  [Thisjis  we  have  Mia,  was 
also  the  case  in  Monmouth  cftreet  in  our  remem- 
brance. ,We  have  ourselves  been  reminded  of  the 
deficiencies  of  our  femoral  habiliments,  and  exhorted 
upon  that  score  to  fit  ourselves  more  beaeemingly: 
but  this  is  a  digression.]  This  direct  and  personal 
mode  of  mvitation  to  customers  became,  however,  a 
dangerous  temptation  to  the  ypunjg  wags  who  were 
employed  in  the  task  of  solicitation  during  the  ab- 
sence of  the  principal  person  interested  in  tin  traffic; 
and  C9nfiding  in  their  numbers  and  civic  union,  the 
'prentices  of  London  were  often  seduced  into  taking 
liberties  with  the  p^sengers,  and  exercinng  their  wil 
at  the  expense  of  those  whom  they  had  no  hopes  of 
converting  into  customers  bv  their  eloquence.  If  Uiis 
were  resented  by  any  act  or  Violence,  the  inmatof  of 
each  shop  were  ready  to  pour  forth  in  succour ;  and 
in  the  words  of  an  old  song  which  Dr.  Johnson  was 
used  to  hum,— 

**  Up  Umd  ro0a  tha  'prantioet  all, 
Livinf  ill  XxMidon,  both  propar  and  talL** 

Desperate  riota  often  arose  on  such  occasions,  es- 
pecially when  the  Templars,  or  other  youths  con- 
nected with  the  aristocracy,  were  insultad,  or  con- 
ceived themselves  to  be  so.  Upon  such  occasions, 
bare  steel  was  frequently  opposed  to  the  clubs  of  the 
citizens,  and  death  sometimes  ensued  on  both  sides. 
The  tatxly  and  inefficient  police  of  the  time  had  no 
other  resource  than  bynhe  Alderman  of  the  ward 
calling^  out  the  householders,  and  putting  a  stop  to 
the  strife  by  overpowering  numbers,  as  the  Capulets 
and  Montagues  are  separated  upon  the  stage. 

At  the  penod  when  such  was  the  universal  custom 
of  the  most  respectable,  as  well  as  the  most  incon- 
siderable^ shopkeepers  in  London.  David  Ramsay,  on 
the  evenings  to  which  we  solicit  the  attention  of  the 
reader,  retiring  to  m^re  abstruse  and  pnvate  labours^ 
left  the  administration  of  his  outer  shop,  or  booth,  to 
the  aforesaid  shan^-witted,  active,  able-bodied,  and 
well- voiced  apprentices,  namely,  Jenkm  Vincent  and 
Frank  Tunstall. 

Vincent  had  been  educated  at  the  excellent  fotm- 
dation  of  Christ's-Church  Hospital,  and  was  bred, 
therefore,  as  well  as  bom,  a  Londcmer,  with  all  tha 
acuteness,  address,  and  audacity,  which  belong  pecu- 
liarly to  the  youth  of  a  metropolis.  He  was  now 
about  twenty  years  old,  short  in  stature,  but  reinark 
ably  stroqg  made,  eminent  for  his  feats  upon  holy 
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days  at  foot-balj,  and  other  gymnastic  exercises; 
scarce  rivalled  in  the  broadsword  play,  though 
hitherto  only  exercised  in  the  form  of  single-stick. 
He  kneweverv  lane,  blind  aUeyf  and  sequestered  court 
of  |he  ward,  better,  than  his  catecnj^ ;  was  alike 
acttve  [fi  his  masters  amiira,  and  in  his  own  adven- 
tures of  fun  and  mischief;  and  so  managed  matters, 
that  the  credit  he  acquired  by  the  former  bore  him 
out,  or  at  least  served  for  his  apology,  when  the  lat- 
ter propensity  led  him  into  scrapes,  of  which,  how- 
ever, it  is  but  fair  to  statej  that  the?  bad  hitherto  in- 
ferred nothing  meail'or  discreditable.  Some  aberra- 
tions there  were,  which  David  Ramsay,  his  master, 
endeavoured  to  reduce  to  regular  order  when  he  dis- 
covered them,  and  others  which  he  winked  at—sup- 
posing them  to  answer  the  purpose  of  tl)e  escapement 
of  a  watch,  which  disposes  or  a  certam  quantity  of 
the  extra  power  of  that  mechanical  unpulse  which 
puts  the  whole  in  motion. 

The  physiognomy  of  Jin  Vin— by  which  abbrevia- 
twn  he  was  familiarly  known  through  the  ward- 
corresponded  with  the  sketch  we  have  given  of  his 
character.  His  head,  upon  which  his  'prentice's  flat 
cap  was  generally  flung  in  a  careless  and  oblique 
fiwhion^  was  closely  covered  with  tluck  hair  of  raven 
block,  which  curled  naturally  and  closely  and  would 
have  grown  to  great  length,  but  for  the  modest  cus- 
tom enjoined  by  his  state  of  life,  and  strictly  enforced 
by  his  master,  which  compelled  him  to  keep  it  ahort- 
croppedj— not  unreluctantly,  as  he  looked  with  envy 
on  the  flowing  ringlets,  in  which  the  courtiers,  and 
aristocratic  students  of  the  neighbouring  Temple, 
began  to  indulge  themselves,  as  marks  of  superiority 
aim  of  gentility.  Vincent's  eyes  were  deep  set  in  his 
head,  of  a  strong  vivid  black,  fhll  of  fire,  roguery,  and 
intelligence,  ana  conveying  a  humorous  expression, 
e\'en  while  he  was  uttering  the  usual  small-talk  ot 
his  trade,  as  if  he  Hdiculed  those  who  were  disposed 
to  give  any  weight  to  his  commonplaces.  He  had 
address  enough,  however,  to  add  little  touches  of  his 
own,  which  gave  a  turn  of  drollery  even  to, this  ordj- 
ni^ry  routme  of  the  booth  j.  and  the  alacrity  of  his 
manner— his  ready  and  obvious  wish  to  obfige— his 
intelligence  and  civility,  when  he  thought  civiUty  ne- 
cessary, made  him  a  universal  favourite  with  his 
masters  customers.  His  features  were  far  from 
regular,  for  his  nose  was  flattish,  his  mouth  tending 
to  the  larger  size,  and  his  complexion  inclining  to  be 
more  dark  than  was  then  thought  consistent  with 
masculine  beauty.  But,  in  despite  of  his  having  al- 
ways breathed  the  air  of  a  crowded  city,, his  com- 
plexion had  the  ruddy  and  manly  expression  of  re- 
dundant health :  his  tumed-yp  .npse  gave  an  air  of 
^irit  and  raillery  to  what  he  said,  and  seconded  the 
laugh  of  his  eyes ;  .and  his  wide  mouth  was  garnish- 
ed with  a  pair  of  well-fofnied  and  well-coloured  lips, 
which,  when  he  lausrhcd,  disclosed  a  range  of  teeth 
.  strong  and  well  set,  and  as  white  as  the  very  peari. 
Such  was  the  elder  apprentise  of  David  Ramsay, 
Memory's  Monitor,  watchmaker  and  constructor  of 
horobgea  to  his  Most  Sacred  Majesty  James  I.  ^ 

JcnKin*8  companion  was  the  younger  apprentice, 
though,  perhaps,  he  might  be  the  elder  of  the  two  in 
years.  At  any  rate,  he  was  of  a  much  more  staid  and 
composed  temper.  Francis  Tunstall  was  of  that 
ancient  and  proud  descent  who  claimed  the  style  of 
Che  ** unstained  ;'*  because,  amid  the  various  chances 
uf  the  long  and  bloody  wars  of  the  Roses,  they  had, 
^h  nndeviatine  faith,  followed  the  House  of  Lan- 
caster, to  whicn  they  had  onginally  attached  them- 
selves. The  meanest  sprig  of  such  a  tree  attached 
importance  to  the  root  from  which  it  derived  itself; 
and  Tunstall  was  supposed  to  nounsli  in  secret  a 
proportion  of  that  Aimily  pride,  which  had  extorted 
.ears  from  his  widowed  and  almost  indi;3;ent  mother, 
wnen  she  saw,  herself  obliged  to  consign  liun  to  a 
line  of  life  inferior^  as  her  prejudices  suggested,  to  the 
course  held  by  his  pro^gtmitors.  Vet  with  all  this 
aristocratic  prejudice,  his  master  found  the  well-born 
^outh  more  docila  regular,  and  strfctlv  attentive  to 
f  is  duty,  th<tn  his  far  more  active  and  alert  comrade. 
l\instaii  also  cratified  his  mlister  bv  the  particular 
attention  which  he  seemed  disposed  to  bestow  on 
ihe  absfiraet  principles  of  science  connected  with  the 


trade  which  he  was  bornid  to  study,  the  limits  ef 
which  were  daily  enlaigad  with  tho  increase  «l 
mathematical  science. 

Vincent  beat  his  eompanion  beyond  th«  dittaooe- 
post,  in  efery  thinf^s  li|e  the  practical  adaptatioa  of 
thorough  practice,  m  the  dexteritv  of  hand  neoesBor 
to  execute  the  mechanical  branches  of  the  art,  and 
double-distanced  him  in  all  respec^g  the  commer- 
cial aliairs  of  the  shop.  Still  David  Ramsay  was  wont 
to  say,  that  if  Vincent  knew  how  to  do  a  thing  tht 
better  of  the  two,  ^  Tunstall  was  much  better  ae> 
quainted  with  the  principles  on  which  it  ought  to  bt 
done ;  and  he  sometimes  objected  to  tlie  lafMr,  thai 
he  knew  critical  excellence  too  well  ever  to  be  sitii- 
fied  with  practical  mediocrity. 

The  disposition  of  Tunstall  was  ahy,  as  well  n 
studious ;  and.  though  peribctly  civil  and  obliging,  hi 
never  seemed  to  feel  himsm  in  his  place  wniie  hi 
went  through  the  duties  of  the  shop.  He  was  tail 
and  haadaoinflb  with  fair  hair,  and  well-fonned  fimb^ 
good  features,  well-opened  light-blue  exes,  a  straujtt 
Grecian  nose,  and  a  countenance  which  expreMil 
both  good-humour  and  intelligence,  but  qualified  |n 
gravity  unsuitable  to  his  years,  and  wnich  al"^ 
amounted  to  dejection.  He  lived  on  the  best  I  .^ 
with  his  companion,  and  readily  stood  by  him  wiMir 
ever  he  was  engaged  in  any  of  the  frequent  akir"^'"'' ' 
which,  as  we  have  already  observed,  often  d 
the  city  of  London  about  this  period.  But  L. 
Tunstall  was  allowed  to  understand  quarter-i 
(the  weapon  of  the  North  country)  m  a  soperitf; 
des^ree,  and  though  he  was  naturally  both  stiongtaf 
active,  his  interference  in  such  affrays  seemed  afvttT' 
matter  of  necessity;  and,  as  lie  never  voluntain 
joined  either  their  brawls  or  their  sports,  he  hmM 
far  lower  place  in  the  "opinion  of  tne  youth  of  dkte 
waid  than  his  hearty  and  active  fViend  Jm  Vrn.  NttJ 
had  It  not  been  for  the  interest  made  for  hiscomradi^ 
by  the  mtereession  of  Vincent,  Tunstall  would  ban" 
stood  some  chnncc  of  being  altogether  excluded  frof' 
the  society  of  hi?  contemporaries  of  the  same  cooffl-. 
tion,  who  called  hm^,  in  scorn,  the  Cavnliero  Cudaft' 
and  the  gently  Tunstall.  On  the  other  hand,  them 
himself,  deprived  of  the  fresh  air  in  which  he  hil 
been  brought  up,  and  foregoing  the  exercise  to  wto** 
he  had  been  formerly  accustomed,  while  the  innnii' 
tanl  of  his  native  mansion,  lost  gradually  thefitdi" 
ness  of  his  complexion^  and,  witnout  showing  Of 
formal  symptoms  of  disease,  grew  more  thin  m 
pale  as  he  grew  olHer,  and  at  length  exhibited  IM 
appearance  of  indifTcrent  health,  wiil^out  any  ^ 
of  the  habits  and  complaints  of  an  invalid,  exeeptog 
a  disposition  to  avoid  society,  and  to  spenahislesua 
time  in  private  study^mther  than  mingle  inthefporls 
of  his  companions,  or  even  resort  to  the  Aettreii 
then  the  general  rendezvous  of  his  class:  wh^ 
according  to  high  authority,  they  fought  for  naJf-wi' 
ten  apples,  cracjced  nuts,  and  filled  the  upper  gilisf 
with  their  clamours. 

Such  were  the  two  youths  who  called  David  R«B* 
say  master ;  and  with  both  of  whom  he  used  tpiret 
from  morning  till  night,  as  their  pecuBaritw  inWj 
fierod  with  his  own,  or  with  the  quiet  and  bcneficw 
course  of  his  traffic. 

Upon  the  whole,  however,  the  youths  were  •»• 
tached  to  their  master,  and  he,  a  good-naturej 
though  an  absent  and  whimsicat  man,  w*' .**2: 
less  so  to  them)  and,  when  a  hitle  waniied  wiw 
wine  at  an  occasional  ranketing,  he  used  to  boast » 
his  northern  dialect,  of  his  "twa  bonny  wdB,aiijLW 
looks  that  the  court  ladies  threw  at  them,  whea  w 
ing  his  shop  in  their  caroches,  when  on  « tro*'" ' JJI 
the  city."  But  David  Ramsay  never  failed,  «  »■ 
same  time,  to  draw  up  his  own  tall,  thin,  lathy  tM» 
ton.  extend  his  lean  jaws  into  an  alarming  Kjaj 
ana  indicate^  by  a  nod  of  his  yard-long  V^Wv*"iI; 
twinkle  of  his  little  gray  eye,  that  there  mig^t  be  nawj 
faces  in  Fleet- Street  worth  looking  at  than  tfto«  « 
Prtink  and  Jenkin.  His  old  neidibour,  WidoirSiw- 
mons,  the  sempstress,  who  had  served,  m  [f  f  ^Z 
the  very  tip- top  revellers  of  the  Temple,  fi»5./-S 
cuffs,  and  bands,  distinguished  more  o«P'y  JJfS 
of  attention  pa«d  by  the  females  of  quality,.  '™JJ7 
I  regulprfy  visited  David  Ramsay'tahop,  toit»)«tottc* 
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*TV  hof,  Pnnic,*  she  tdmiitofl,*  ^used  to  attract  tbe 
Mttntion  of  tbe  young  ladies,  us  having  aomethinft 
intle  and  downcast  mliis  looks ;  but  then  he  conla 
JK  better  himself,  for  the  poorjrouth  hath  not  a  Word 
ifliiroir  at  i  dog.  Now  Jin  vin  was  so  fiilt  of  faia 
JKiand  his  jeers,  and, ao  williag,  and  ao  ready,  and 
•iemoeabl^  and  ao  manneriy  all  the  while,  with  a 
Ito  that  sprung  like  a  buck  s  in  Epping  Foreat,  and 
■eys  that  twinkl«l  as  bhtk  •$  a  gipsy's,  that  no 
who  knew  the  world  would  make  a  oompa- 


mobeimxt  the  lads.    As  for  poor  neighbour  Ram 
■hnnaal^  the  man,"  she  said^ "  was  a  civil  ncngh- 

i 


hinisal^  the  man,' „_ 

T,  and,  a  learned  man,  doubtlesa,  and  might  be  a 
fflin  if  he  had  common  aenae  to  back  hta  leam- 
j}  aod.doubtless,  for  a  Scot,  neighbour  Ramsay 
IM  nothing  of  a  bad  roan,  but  he  was  so  constantly 
Vbed  with  smoke,  gilded  with  brass  filings,  and 
fenred  with  lamp-Dlack  and  oil,  that  Dame  Sim- 
WIS  judged  it  would  require  his  whole  shopful  of 
ibes  to  induce  any  feasible  woman  to  touch  the 
Ofli^hbour  Ramsay  with  any  thing  save  a  pair 


^  Y)'*^  authority.  Dame  Ursulai  wife  to  Ren 
1  Soddlechop,  the  Barber,  was  oi  exactly  the 
iweopiDion. . 

.80^  were^  in  natural  qualities  and  Tmbtic  estima' 
JV^the  two  youfhs.  who,  in  a  fine  April  day,  having 
jM  rendered  their  dutifidf  service  and  attendance  on 
ptabie  of  their  master  and  his  daughter,  at  their 
•»  at  one  o'clock,— Such,  O  ye  lads  of  London, 
■MOe  severe  discipline  undergone  by  your  prede- 
JJWtKand  having  regaled  tnemselves  upon  the 
VWKBts,  in  company  with  two  female  domeatica, 
MMcook,  and  maid  of  all  work,  the  other  called 
.ttta  Maipiret'a  makl,  now  refieved  their  master 
Jwiity  of  the  outward  shop;  and  agreeably  to 
twywitohed  custom,  were  soliciting,  by  their  en- 
"■w  and  recommendations  of  their  master's 
jan&ctare,  the  attention  and  encouragement  of 
w  passengers. 

to  this  speaes  of  service  it  may  be  easily  supposed 
oitJenkin  Vincent  left  his  more  reserved  nnd  bash- 
■  comrade  far  in  the  background.  The  hitter  could 
mf  articulate  with  difRculty,  and  as  an  act  of  duty 
which  he  was  rather  ashamed  of  discharging,  the 


•tab  iBhedwordsof  form—"  What  d'ye  lack^— What 
£ye  ack?— Clocks — watches-barnacles  7— What 
pe  lack  ?—Watches-clocks— barnacles  1 — What 
ff jw  lack,  airt  What  d'ye  lack,  madam  7— Barnacles 
-Jjatches-clocks  7" 

Btttthis dull  and  dry  ittnration,  however  varied  hy 
vvanibref  vsrbal  orrangemenl,  aounded  flat  when 
jynpd  widi  the  rich  and  recommendatory  oratory 
y  the  bold-faced»  deep-mouthed,  and  ready-witted 
Jwun  Tiuoeni.— "What  d'ye  lack,  noble  sirT— 
^■at  d'ye  lack,  beauteous  madam  7"  he  saki,  in  a 
^.atoDce  bold  and  soothiag,  which  ofltn  wav'eo 
wed  as  both  to  gratify  th^pcraons  addressed,  and 
<o  eieiie  a  smile  uom  oiiter  hearers.—'*  God  bless 
JJwiwerBBce."  to  a  beneficed  clergyman)  "the 
^nw*  and  Hwrew  have  harmed  your  reverence^s 
Sies-Bay  a  pair  of  David  Ramsay's  barnacles.  Tbe 
■*t  God  blssa  his  Sacred  Majesty  I— never  reads 
Harew  or  Graek  without  them." 

ire  ton,  well  avised  of  that  T  stdd  a  fetparsoii 
Jffl  the  Vale  of  Evesham.  "  Nay,  if  flie  Head  of 
jaeChttrcB  wears  them«-«*€hxi  bless  his  Sacred  Ma- 
w? !— I  will  try  what  they  con  do  for  me  t  for  I  have 
J2>oeea able  to  distingiiish  one  Hebrew  letter  fi*om 
{■Jflwr,  since— I  cannot  remember  the  time— when  I 
2*^d  fytet.  Choose  me  a  pair  of  hie  most  Sa- 
^JW^^  own  wearing,  my  good  youth." 
,  Traa  IS  a  pair,  and  please  your  reverence,"  said 
'Wk  producing  a  pair  of  mctaoies  which  ho 
Jiged  with  an  air  or  great  deference  and  rcfspeet, 
Jich  his  most  blessed  Majesty  placed  this  day 
vif  weeks  on  his  owa  blessed  nose ;  and  would 
vftkAt  them  for  his  own  tacred  use,  but  that  the 
J*»g  being,  aa  your  reverence  aees,  of  the  purest 
J5  *?*•  as  Ills  Sacred  Majesty  was  pleased  to  say, 
wfor  a  bishop,  than  for  a  secular  prince." 
/His  Sacred  Majesty  tbe  King,"  said  the  worthy 
IJae,  jas  tver  a  rerf  Daniel  in  his  lodgment, 
^art  DK  the  barnacles,  my  good  youth,  and  who  can 


My  whet  nose  th«f  may  heatiSd?  iii.  two  yem  hakiee  1 
— our  reverwid  brother  of  Gfouoester  waxes  in  years.'* 
He  then  pulled  out  his  purse,  paid  for  the  spectacles, 
and  left  the  shop  with  even  a  raoii^important  atigt 
than  that  which  nad  paused  to  enter  it. 

"For  shame,"  said  TanstsH  to  his  eompamoni 
^*  these  glasses  ^1  never  suit  one  of  his  years.'' 

**  You  are  a  fool,  Frank."  said  Vincent,  in  reply  \ 
*'  had  the  good  doctor  wiahed  ghtsaee  to  road  wiUb 
he  wauM  have  tried  them  hefoae  buyins.  He  dost 
not  want  to  look  throng  them  himself,  and  theaa 
wiil  serve  the  pvupoee  of  bsingnooked  at  by  other 
folks,  as  well  as  the  best  magnifiers  in  the  shop^-* 
What  d'ye  lack  7*^  he  cried,  resuming  his  8olk:itatioii« 
^  Minrora  for  your  toilette,  my  pretty  madam ;  your 
bead-«Bar  is  aomething  awry-pity,  emce  it  is  ao  well 
fancied."  The  woman  stopped  and  bought  a  mirroix 
— '*  What  d'ye  lack>-a  watch.  Master  Ssfsaant^-a 
watch  that  will  go  as  fong  as  a  lawauit,  as  ateadf 
and  trae  as  your  own  eloqsenoe  1" 

*^  Hold  your  peace,  sir,"  answered  the  Knight  of 
the  Coii;  who  was  disturbed  by  Yin's  address  whilst 
in  deep  oonsuiutioD  with  an  eminent  attornerf 
'*  hold  your  peace  I  Yon  are  the  loudest  tongued 
varlet  betwixt  the  DeviPs  Tavern  and  GuildhalL"    ' 

**  A  watch,"  reiterated  the  undaunied  Jenkin,  "  that 
shall  not  lose  thirteen  minutes  in  «  thurtean  yean^ 
lawsuit— He's  out  of  hearing— A  watch  with  four 
wheels  and  a  bar*movement— a  watch  that  ahall  tail 
you,  Master  Poet,  how  long  the  patience  of  the  audi- 
ence will  endure  your  next  piece  ai  the  Black  BoU.*' 
The  bard  laughed,  and  fomfaled  in  the  pocket  of  hie 
slops  till  he  ohassd  into  a  comer,  and  fiurly  caught,  % 
email  piece  of  coin. 

"  Here  is  a  tester  to  cherish  thy  wit,  good  boy,"  he 
saki. 

"  Oramerey,"  said  Vin ;"  at  the  next  playof  youra 
I  will  bring  down  a  set  of  roaring  boys,  that  slutU 
make  all  the  critkni  in  the  pit,  and  the  gallanta  on  the 
stage,  civil,  or  else  the  curtain  ahall  smoke  for  it." 

"  Now,  that  I  oail  mean,"  and  ToastaU,  "*  to  take 
the  poor  rhymers  money,  who  haa  so  httle  left  be- 
hind." 

"You  are  an  owl,  once  agam,"  aakl  Vincent  1  **  if 
he  has  nothmg  \ek\  to  buy  cheese  and  radiahasi  ho 
wilt  only  dme  a  day  the  sooner  with  some  patron  «|r 
some  player,  for  that  is  hia  fate  five  daya  out  of  tl|0 
seven.  1 1  is  unnatural  that  e  pOet  shoukl  pay  for  hia 
own  pot  of  beer  f  I  will  drink  his  taster  for  him,  I0 
save  htm  from  such  shame  s  and  when  hia  third  atg/M 
comes  rOynd,  he  ehaH  have  pennyworths  for  his  ooi|i« 
1  promise  you.— But  here  comes  another  gneaa  eoe- 
tomer.  Look  at  that  strange  feUow-~eee  how  be 
gapes  at  every  shop,  as  if  he  wouM  swallow  the 
waiee.-^  [  Saint  Dunatan  has  caught  hia  eyei  pray 
God  |ie  swallow  not  the  images.  See  how  he  stands 
astonislied,  as  old  Adam  and  Eve  ply  their  ding-dong ! 
Come,  Frank,  thou  art  a  acholar;  conatrue  mo  that 
same  fellow,  with  his  blue  cap  with  a  cock's  feather 
m  It,  to  ahow  he's  of  gentle  blood,  God  wot— li|s  gr^r 
eyasL  his  yellow  hair,  uis  aword  with  a  ton  of  iron  m 
the  handle— his  gray  threadbare  cloak— hia  aicp  hv 
a.Frenchman— his  look  Uke  a  Spaniard— a  book  at 
ma  girdle,  and  a  broad  dudgeon-dagger  on  the  other 
nde,  to  show  him  half-pedant,  half-bully.  How  call 
you  that  pageant,  Frank  r' 

"A  raw  Scotsman,"  aaid  Tnnstall;  **just  come 
Dp,  I  suppoas,  to  help  the  rest  of  his  countrymen  to 
gnaw  old  England's  bones ;  a  palmerworm,  I  reckon, 
to  devour  what  the  locust  has  spared." 

''Even  ao,  Frank."  anawered  Vutpent;  **ja8t  as 
the  poet  aiuRB  sweetly,— 

'In  Seotltnd  h*  wu  bora  aad  bfed. 
And,  thobgli  a  twggar.  m»c  be  M.* 

"  Hush !"  said  TunstalL  ''remember  our  master.' 
*  *^p0haw!"  anawersd  his  raercunai  compaokua: 
"  he  knowa  on  which  side  hia  bread  »  buttered,  and 
I  warrant  you  hai^  not  Gved  so  lon^  among  Engluih 
men,  and  by  Engliabmeiu  to  quarrel  with  ua  for  hear  < 
ing  an  Radish  mind.  But  see^  our  Soot  haa  done 
gazing  at  Saint  Dnnstnn's,  and  comes  our  w^.  iiy 
this  tight,  a  proQcr  lad  and  a  sturdy,  ht  spite  of  freekleo 
and  flUn-bi»ning'.>-He  comes  nearer  etiU,  I  will  Itavf 
atlum.'^  .... 


i 


"  And,  if  you  do,"  said  bis  comrftde,  "youmay  ffcia 
broken  head— he  looka  not  aa  if  he  would  carry  conla. 


.nmranana  m  vrnff 


i^wft 


II 


Olten  neaa— fle  loona  not  aa  li  lie  wuuiu  v.iJi  J  i-xjr^..^. 
"  A  fig  for  ^our  threat,"  asid  Vincent,  and  nisian 
Ir  Bddfes^  the  Bliang^r.  "  Buy  a  watch,  ino^si  noble 
northern  Thaii^buy  a  watch,  lo  count  thti  hours  of 
plenty  8iivc«  the  bk seed  moment  you  kft  Berwick 
Jiehmd  you,— Buy  barnacks,  to  see  the  Enghah  gpld 
hes  ready  for  vour  Bnpe.-Buy  what  yuki  will,  you 
ihali  have  CFedit  for  three  dayai  for,  wcrti  your 
pockiytji  as  haro  as  Father  Fergus  a,  you  are  a  Scot 
in  London,  and  you  wHl  be  stocked  m  that  time. 
The  Btran^^^T  looke<l^tL'mly  at  the  wagmsh  apprentice, 
and  Bremr^tl  to  Rfasp  his  cudgtl  in  raihar  ft  menacing 
^bion.  ''  Buy  phyaic,"  said  the  undaunted  Vmecni, 
**  if  you  will  buy  neitlier  tirtie  nor  hght— phvaic  for  a 
proud  stomach,  eir;— there  is  &  'potl^caxya  ahop  on 
the  other  side  of  the  way."  , 

Here  the  probationary  diaaple  cfcf  Galen,  who  stood 
it  bia  in  aster' a  door  m  hia  flat  cap  and  canvass 
•leeves,  with  a  large  wooden  pes  tie  in  bia  hand^  took 
UP  the  ball  whidi  was  fluna  to  him  by  Jenkin  with, 
'"What  dVe  lack,  sir 7— Buy  a  chuice  CAledoniaii 
■alve,  Flos  mlpkrr^  cum  hutyto^jU.  mf.      , 

"  To  be  taken  after  a  gentle  nibbrng-down  with  an 
Enehfth  oaken  towel,''  aaid  Yincent. 

file  bonny  Srat  had  given  full  scope  to  the  play  of 
this  aniali  arlilUTy  of  city  w^i,  by  halting  h.js  Biately 
p»i!e,  and  viewing  grimly,  firat  iheone  assnilanl,  and 
then  l\w  other,  aaif  niennan^  either  repartee  or  more 
violent  revenge.  But  phlesm  or  prudeijce  pot  the 
better  of  his  indication,  and  toaaitig  his  head  as  one 
who  valued  not  itie  raillery  to  wtiich  he  had  b^n  ex- 
poaed,  he  walked  down  Fleet  Street,  pursued  by  the 
horBelauEh  of  hisiormeittnra. 

"  The  Scot  will  no;  fight  ull  h*  see  hia  own  blood, 
aaid  Tunstall,  whom  his  nurth  of  England  extraction 
had  made  familiar  with  all  manner  of  prpverba  nguin^i 
Ihose  who  lay  yet  farther  north  ih  an  himsclt: 

^'taiiM,  'know  not."  aaid  Jenkin  j  "he  leoks 
dangerous,  that  fellow^e  wUl  hit  ao me  one  over  the 
iioddle  before  lie  goes  faf.-Harkl-harkJ-they  are 

^Jufcordinilv.  the  well-known  cry  ot,  "  *f  n^"^"^,®" 
*prenticeB-5:lube-elubar\now  rang  along  Fleet 
Street :  and  Jenkin,  snatching  up  hi 9  weapon,  which 
lay  beneath  the  counUr  remly  at  the  slighteat  DOiUA 
add  calling  to  l^inbtall  lo  take  hia  bat  and  follow, 
leaped  over  the  hatch-door  which  protected  rheouler- 
ahop,  and  ran  aa  fast  as  ho  could  to  warda  the  affray, 
echoing  the  try  aa  he  raji^  tind  elbowing,  or  BhovmK 
aaide,  whonver  aiood  in  hie  way.  Hie  comrade,  firBt 
calhng  to  his  master  to  give  an  eye  to  the  shop,  fol- 
io wetT  Jenkin^  a  cxampk  and  ran  aficr  him  aa  fast  as 
he  oould,  but  with  more  attention  to  the  safety  and 
vonvemence  of  others  j  while  old  David  Romaay,' 
•  David  Rtmpay.Wtttclimakaf  indtiorf>lo8crto  JV^f]-***" 

SisSt'l  ih»'n  ^m  (niwuiu  which  w^re  n^>'t|*^nj^"^  fKi^hJS 
th*fli  irt  whtrh  ihe  wisi^.i  iwtw  l^ew  tide  red  rheni^STP*..  Divid 

mm^iji  Jrrdfreoiid^tion,  thfct  ihDir  value  .hnuld  "'/t  become 
ETme     each  wtfon  were  coraimafi  ir.  tt;iit,dni%4*  mojbe  «»n 

*bich  thfiiwtoriqw  Mtroldcflf  Lilly  ^>' *.J»^;^"X'wf5,  h\^ 
M  fiTQll  flxnecutlon  on  iho  occ«*ioiM!nce  li«  ijjuuiht  M^itii  tiini 
m  hoirqpiirtjim  nek  lo  put  the  tKyijniMi  sn  inftsnti- 

-  David  RMiiiAf .  Hii  MiW«lF  '-^  ^^^T^'"'^*^  ,t*l'S^?!r* 
4d  ihnt  lUe™   ^m  m  (Trent  quanhijf  of  '"'■'""'^'^^i  B  *  JJ 


him,  and  a  glass  whichbeTik  bSp^  thnit 
into  bis  bosom,  came  forth  to  .look  ato  the  nfelf 
of  his  ffl)ods  and  chattels,  knowmg,  by  old  eueiienci 
tjiat,  when  the  cry  of  "Clubs*'  once  arow.  be  woqM 
have  little  aid  on  the  part  of  bis  ap^renucet. 

CHAPTSR  II. 

And  wit  to  increata  H.    Marry,  htowoirt  felly 
LiM  in  a  thriftlMS  tort  of  chafity. 
That  coat  a-taddina  joowtunM  a/tw  oly«<rt^ 
Which  wwtjnonwni  apt  fiee  when  thitMtB|g|^tta|^ 

Tib  ancient  gentleman  bustled  about  birskoft  m 
Detlish  diroleasure  at  bemg  summoned  tutner  m 
hastily,  to  the  intemiptwn  of  his  more  abBttict  IB- 
dios;  and,  unwilling  to  renounce  the  tram  of  cuomI' 
tkm  wbich  be  bad  put  in  prosr^s,  be  mi 
sically  with  the  firagments  of  the  anthn 
don,  (lis  oratory  to  the  PA9aengers.  and  angry 
tions  on  bis  idfe^wrenficSfy^ 
Madam,  what  d've  laclt-clocks  for  hall  or  U 
night-watebes-day-watcbes  1—lMJangyAed.^ 
AS^Ou vower  qf  retort  S-Ou  JstrOnng  P«w  aritr 
AVhat  (fye  A  honoured  «r1-7Tle  9tw(u«H* 
muUiplicand—Thfil  the  knaves  should  haveff>M» 
at  this  blessed  minute  l—thc  acceleration  ftg*V  «  f 
raUqfH  minvies,  55  tcconds,  63  thirds,  69  fBiaWh 
I  will  switch  them  bolb  when  ibey  come  Wiri 
will,  by  the  bones  of  the  immortal  Napier ! 

Here  the  vexed  philosopher  was  mtermptea  w 
the  entrance  of  a  grave  citjzen  of  most  reswjcijji 
appearance,  who,  saluting  bun  feimUarly  by  UieMtt 
of  "Davie,  my  old  acquaintance,"  demanded  W 
bad  put  him  so  much  out  of  sorts,  and  gave  hifflll 
the  same  time  a  cordial  grasp  of  his  hand. 

The  stranger's  dress  was,  though  grave,  ijiiw 
richer  than  usual    His  psnea  hose  were  or « 


velvet,  I'med  with  purple  sffiTwhicb  gnrnit"",**?!? 
ed  at  the  slashes.  His  doublet  was  of  P^nJWJ™* 
and  bis  short  cloak  of  black  veJVet,  to  corre^ 
with  bia  hose;  and  both  were  adorned  withajWg 
number  of  small  silver  buttons,  ncbly  wpugM." 
filigree.    A  triple  cham  of  gold  hung  r<wnd  ws  «»• 


ae.  A  mpie  en  am  oi  gum  ii  uu^  i  w-iu  ».-  -^ 
and,  in  place  of  a  sword  or  dagger,  be  f  Jjejljs 
bell  an  ordinary  knife,  for  the,  purpose  of  UwttJJ 
with  a  small  silver  case,  which  appeared  to jW» 
writing  materials^    He  might  have  seemed  «■" 

wMoh.  tai  ratardHwaf  nothewry,  wadid  ■•tap*^  w«** 
iift«rward«Biadi.raiMtad.__ 

upon 

Blldl, 

varfly 


From  the  cloittert  w«  wwl  lato  the  shbeyehndv  ijj; 
m  a  mddeo,  tthwe  bein«  no  Wiad  when  we  VfM,)  JlfJ 
'  M  high.  M  Watterint  end  loud  a  wind  did  nM^ttJw 
ly  beltoved  the  weal  ewl  of  tte  ehafcii  wwld  towSJjJ 
n  w.    Ow  rods  wovldAOt  mere  at  eU  i  ^<*I?5tab 


diamin  the  denrnw ;  wbieh*  whea  dooe.  all  ^^  SftSS 
end  each  oien  ratorpad  unto  hia  loddok  I««t  ^^fL!^ 
e'olock  at  nifbt  I  could  net ei  unce  be  lodaeed  to  )oi»  'J" 
any  «ich  like  actioni.        ^  ^    ^    .  v-       --^  ■ 

'•The  tn»  miecaiTiefe  of  the  taoaiaeea  wae  ^  •JSSi! 
meny  peopk.  beioe  praaeniat  the  oMiation » f«  «Jj*5^!SS 
thirty. •mm  IwaS&Kt  othen  ienduif  us  i  sotbat.  UJVMJ 
aot  dUnissed  The  detminsTl  bielieve  most  pert  of  £USS 
ehurchwoald  have  been  Wowo  down.    Becrsarsw 


Oieri^wMh,  who  wM  al»n  tliun  Bmliop  of  Lttiroln-    Th^."**" 

'RamwiT  fliidt  out  ocw  JttbnScoti,  who  n»'^^nJ«li'«'"^„^L,.J 
Mii#air*J  mdi,  in  awn  him  Iwsrtin*  1  *«  d«i^  lo  join  wjm 


Mii#air»]  nwi,  in  g,«»|H  lum  tKusttt-      i  "--  -^--i--  *iX^;^„  «. . 

"n  .term  W«  fi^aj^Hl  Um  huet  rodi  rmind  ntjotii  Uie  ctoiiter* 
5p^(hM  weit  Md  of  the  cloiateti  IM  rod-  i"™''^"!**?™ 
other,  id  Rftmnenl  tint  Q»  treawra  wa-  ih^w-  .Jl^'iJnJ*^™^! 
3IifwdVi  lit  iiJ  feci  deep,  and  Uit-n  «e  ind  wiiti  acfiftn  h  Wt 

•  Tin  itja*  now  cabled,  1  balMva,  Ui4  Diviaitv  R^,  eod  ap^ 
f4w4  la  Uw  dJMovefy  af  watei  not  Dbrioui  lo  the  syi.-  ^ .  , 


wS 


J  oeen  mowo  nowp.    «w«™«w^rr: 

Mtroloierrandiri«6I.S  puWiehad  ■;  Vpi  ■V'^i«n'^'*'iSS!t 

•     ■  -■ itofEclii 

wv  »«••«..      ..^  edition  of  i«0a  jt>  11,11.  ijyr..^  ^.L,  .,.. 
would  a^ar,  as  indebd  ft  rai^  b*;  a'rii«|^[™Tn 


IToa  to  tiie  Jadfownt of  ficlieees  arid  j  , .  ^ ... .  ™.  .-^   - 
the  WorW.»'^he  editipnor  Ijfea j**  ir^.  rjbert  lo  hTi.fiiM^^ 


■  and  siif  AnTiuifll  J^*"^^"*^' 


..^_.^  __pear,  wi  inu^B»i  •»  wi^*.  ■■'  u- ^--"  ..om  " ^^j  , 

disposiat^f  his  foods,  that  the  Old  ntruioptr  biidqniBsti^ 
Bakehay  while  the  swi  shone  i  for  Im  ^on  "ih" 
hu  thiaeaceptioo  to  ihe>*eraal  virtuiu,  ^  li  - 1™ 
•  *rr^, whiielhe  sun  s^lc^np  fnr  Uk? 


i.dO'lK^ 


in  layloff  up 


stSr^diJ/Sat^tfwn  oolasfc  m  «)mp  infen 
not  to  value  you  aooopdinf  «» « 


aoheat. 


iorppin»^P*f 
bj  nUBfi  w* 
,nhemap** 

Tom  mese  expresHona  n  ip  ^'^^  -^"i  rtT'in^***"~Lj 
^d  Ramsay  ralWlowc.r  of  "'^^.^'.^•"l^StS 
nentarr  lOTernmsnti  hu  •<"»,  ^  iLhun,  h*ae^^ 
?diSto  iui53o5  to  St^«  ^<«^^J  uf  fBflfci^ 


Doi  w  TVHw  j^  .»»».«.-•  —  wTia:  i*iti  are  L 
youneir.  for  such  look  no^to  a  n&rii  Inmet  r  tlmn  u  -  ~  - 
StrS&inin«  Snebut iStt-if  » r.;Un  .nt jMMlo^^J^^-l 
rlrUie."   From  these  exproHions  ii  w  lu  tf  rtPF^'**'*'^ 
while  old  Darid  T 
ttmr    " 


Caok^.tl] 


THE  FORTUNES  OF  NIOEL. 


ll' 


•eeretary  or  derk.  enneed  in  thi  service  of  the  pub- 
lic; only  that  hia  low,  flat»  and  unadorned  cap,  and 
fak  weU-blacked,  ahinmg  shoes,  indicated  that  he 
bdonged  to  the  city.  He  waa  a  well-made  man, 
about  the  middte  size,  and  seemed  firm  in  health, 
thoiijch  advanced  hi  years.    His  looks  expressed  sa- 

Bcity  and  cood-humoui- ;  and  the  air  of  respecta- 
ity  which  his  dress  announced,  was  well  supported 
by  hiB  cleat  ey&  ruddy  cheek,  and  gra^  hair.  He 
aaed  the  Scottish  idiom  in  his  first  address,  but  in 
sacn  a  manner  that  it  could  hatdly  be  distinguished 
whether  he  was  pasaing  upon  his  friend  a  sort  of 
locoae  mockery,  or  whether  it  was  his  own  native 
dialect,  for  bis  ordinary  discourse  had  little  provin- 


In  answer  to  the  queries  of  his  respectable  friend, 
RamMiy  (p-oaned  heavily,  answering  by  echoing  back 
the  question,  **  What  ails  me.  Master  George?  Why, 
stay  thing  ails  m^!  I  profess  to  you  that  a  man  may 
as  W(A  live  in  Fairyland  as  in  the  Ward  of  Pariing- 
dtti-Witbont  My  apprentices  are  turned  into  mere 
HQUins — ^they  appear  and  ,  disappear  like  spunkies, 
ml  h«¥e  no  more  regularity  in  them  than  a  watch 
witbottt  a  acapement  If  there  is  a  ball  to  be  tossed 
sfi^  or  a  liuifock  to  be  driven  mad.  or  a  quean  to  be 
OKked  for  scolding,  or  a  head  to  be  broken,  Jenkin 
is  sore  to  be  at  the  one  end  or 'the  other  of  it^  and 
thsii  away  skips  Francis  Tunstall  tor  company.  I 
tknk  the  prize-fighters,  bear-leaders,  and  mounte- 
faanlKt,  are  in  a  leagoe  againtft  me,  my  dear  friend, 
aid  that  thoypasa  my  hoose  ten  times  for  any  other 
iaOs  city.   Kerens  an  itafa'an  fellow  come  over,  too, 

vntdiey  call  Punchhieilo;  and,  altogether*' 


^  — ,"  interrupted  Master  Geon^e,  "  but  what  is 

dhUiiD  the  oresent  case  7* 
.  WI9;"  replied  Ramsay,  "here  has  been  a  cry  of 

qneves  or  murder,  (I  hope  that  will  prove  the  least  of 
it  amoBsat  these  cnglisn  pock-pudding  swine !)  and 
I  save  been  interrupted  m  the  deepest  calculation 
aver  mortal  man  plunged  into,  Master  Creoige." 

"  What,  man  r  repued  Master  George,  "  you  must 
me  patience-fVou  are  a  man  that  deals  in  time, 
and  can  make  it  go  fast  and  slow  at  pleasure :  you, 
of  all  the'worid,  nave  least  reason  to  complain,  if  a 
Mttle  of  u  be  lost  now  and  then.— But  here  oome  your 
bom  nnd  bringmg  in  a  slam  man  betwixt  them.  I 
tfamk — ^here  has  been  serious  mischief  I  am  afraid.^' 

**  The  more  mischief  the  better  sport,"  said  the 
aabbed  old  watchmaker.  "I  am  blithe,  though, 
that  its  neither  of  the  twa  looms  themselves.— What 
pe  ye  bringing  a  corpse  hero  for,  ye  fatise  villains  V* 
m  added,  addressing  die  two  apprentices,  who,  at 
Be  head  of  a  considerable  mob  of  their  own  class, 
tonieof  whom  bore  evident  marks  of  a  recent  fray, 
im<:aiTying  the  body  betwixt  them. 

^Be  is  not  dead  yet,  sir,'*  answered  Tunstall. 

**  Carry  hnn  into  the  tt>othecary's,  then,"  replied 
•IS  master.  "  D* ve  thmk  I  can  set  a  man's  lift  in 
notbn  again,  as  if  he  were  a  dock  or  a  timepiece  T' 

"For  godsake^  old  friend,"  said  his  acquamtance, 
.  let  us  have  him  here  at  the  nearest— he  seems  only 
0  a  swoon." 

*'Aswoon1"  sakl  Ramsay,  **and  what  business 
nd  he  to  swoon  in  the  streetsl  Only,  if  it  will 
Mige  mv  fiiend  Master  George,  I  would  take  in  all 
■s  dead  men  in  ,St.  Dunstan's  parish.  Call  Sam 
mter  to  look  aflter  the  shop." 

80  saying,  the  stunned  man,  being  the  identical 
I  Septsman  who  had  passed  a  short  time  before  amidst 
1  HT jeers  of  the  appijenttces,  was  carried  into  the  back 
I  Am  of  the  artist,  and.there  placed  in  an  armed  chair 
f  iB^tlie  apothecary  from  over  the  way  came  to  his 
^    MHstance.    tliis  gentleman,  as  sometimes  happens 

t those  of  the  learned  professions,  had  rather  more 
a  than  knowledge  and  began  to  talk  of  the  sinci- 
Eand  occiput,  and  cerebrum  and  cerebellum,  until 
■hausted  David  Ramsay  s  brief  stock  of  patience. 
"Bell-um !  bell-ell-um  V*^  he  repeat^,  vinth  great 


Master  George,  with  better-directed  zeal,  a 
tte  apothecary  whether  bleeding  might  not  be  use- 
Rd:  when,  after  humming  and  hawing  for  a  moment, 
ind  being  unable,  upon  the  spur  of  the  occasxm,  to 


suggest  any  thmg  ^se^  the  man  of  phtrmacy  ob* ' 
served,  that  it  would,  at  all  events,  reueve  the  brain 
or  oerebrum.  in  case  there  was  a  tendency  to  the  de- 
positation of  any  extravasated  blood,  to  operate  as  k ' 
pressure  upon  that  delicate  organ.    Fortunately  ha 
WDS  adequate  to  performing  this  operation ;  and, 
being  powerftdly  aided  by  Jeidtin  Vincent  (who  wasi 
learned  in  all  cases  of  broken  heads)  with  plenty  of 
cold  water,  and  a  little  vinegan  applSed  according  to 
the  scien tine  method  practisea  by  the  bottle-holdenl ' 
m  a  modem  ring,  the  man  beeitfi  to  raise  himself  on 
his  chair,  draw  his  cloak  tightly  around  him,  and' 
look  about  like  one  who  struggles  to  recover  sons^ 
and  recollection. 

"  He  had  better  lie  down  on  the  bed  in  the  littlo 
back  closet,"  itaid  Mr.  Ramsay's  visiter,  who  seemed 
perfectly  familiar  with  the  accommodations  which' 
the  house  affbrdedv 

"  He  is  welcome  to  my  share  of  the  truckle,"  said 
Jenkin,— for  in  the  said  back  closet  were  the  two  ap- 
prentices  accommodated  in  one  truckle-bed,~"I  can 
aleep  under  the  counter." 

*'Bo  can  I,"  said  Tunstall,  "and  the  poor  lellow 
can  have  the  bed  all  night." 

"Sleep,"  said  the  apothecary,  "is^  in  the  Opinion 
of  Galen,  a  restorative  and  febrifiige,  and  is  most 
naturally  taken  in  a  trockle-bed." 

"  Where  a  better  cannot  be  come  by,"— said  Ma^ ' 
ter  George;  "but  these  are  two  honest  lads,  to  give 
up  their  beds  so  willingly.  Come,  off  with  his  cloak, 
and  let  us  bear  him  to  nb  couch— I  will  send  for  Dr:* 
Irving  the  king's  chirurgeon— he  does  not  live  flir  oft 
and  that  shall  be  mv  Aue  of  the  Samaritan's  dnty,' 
neighbour  Ramsay." 

•"well,  sir,"  said  the  apothecary,  "it  is  at  your- 
pleasure  to  send  for  other  advice,  and  I  ahalT  not 
object  to  consult  with  ^r.  Irving  or  any  other  nie^fi- 
.cal  person  of  skill,  neither  to  condnue  to  fiimish- 
such  drugs  as  may  be  needful  froVn  my  pharmaco- 
peia. However,  whatever  Dr.  Irving,  who.  I  think, 
hath  had  his  dMT*«s  in  Edinburgh,  or  Dr.  Any-ohe*' 
beside,  be  he  Scottish  or  En^h^  may  say  to  the 
contrary,  sleep,  taken  timeouny,  is  a  febnfUge^  or 
sedative,  and  also  a  restorative."  ^  - 

He  muttered  a  few  more  learned  words,  and  con- 
cluded by  informing  Ramsay's  fiiend  b  English  ffw 
more  intellig;ible  than  his  Latin,  that  he  would  look 
to  him  as  his  paymaster,  for  medicine^  care,  and 
attendance,  fumi&ed,  or  to  be  furnished,  to  this* 
party  unknown. 

Master  George  only  replied  by  desiring  him  to  senile 
his  bill  for  whfit  he  had  already  to  cnam,  and  to 
give  himself  no  farther  trouble  unless  he  beard  fhnn 
nun.  The  phamiacopolist,  who,  ih)m  discoveries 
made  by  the  cloak  falling  a  little  aside,  had  no  great 
oijinion  of  the  faculty  ofthis  chance  patient  10  make 
reimbitrsement.  had  no  sooner  seen  his  case  espoused^ 
by  a  substantial  citizen,  than  he  showed  some  relvo- 
tance  to  quit  possession  of  it  and  it  needed  a  short' 
and  stem  hmt  from  Master  ueorg&  which,  with  all 
his  good  humour,  he  was  capable  of  mreamog 
when  occasion  require,  to  send  to  his  own  dweUmg 
this  F«sculapiu8  of  Temple-Bar. 

When  they  were  rid  of  Mr.  Raredwnch,  the  chari- 
table ^orts  of  Jenkin  and  Francis,  to  divest  the 
patient  of  his  long  jgray  cloak,  were  firmly  resisted- 
on  his  own  part—  My  life  suner— my  life  suner,"' 
he  muttered  m  mdistinct  murmurs.  In  these  eflbrts 
to  retain  his  upper  /^rment,  which  was  too  tender  to' 
resist  macl\  handling,  it  gave  way  at  lenjgth  with  a 
loud  rent,  which  alirnost  threw  the  patient  mto  a- 
second  syncope,  and  he  sat  before  them  in  his  under 
garments,  the  looped  and  repsired  wretchedness  of 
which  moved  at  once  pity  and  laughter,  and  had  cer- 
tahily  been  the  cause  ox  his  unwOlingness  to  resigtt- 
the  mantle,  which,  like  the  virtue  of  charity,  served"' 
to  cover  so  many  imperfectiona 

The  man  himseli  cast  his  eyes  on  his  pover^^ 
struck  garb,  and  seemed  so  much  ashamed  of  thii 
disclosure,  that,  muttering  between  his  teeth,  thai 
he  would  be  too  late  for  an  appointment,  he  made  an 
effort  to  rise  and  leave  the  shoo,  which  was  easily 
prevented  by  Jenkin  Vincent  and  his  comrade,  who, 
at  the  nod  of  Master  George,  laid  hold  of  and  dt^ 
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taio^  bim  in  fail  chair.  The  catient  next  looked 
round  him  for  a  moment,  and  then  said  faintly,  m 
nil  broad  northern  language—"  What  sort  of  usage 
€«'  ye  this,  gentlemen,  to  a  stranger,  a  sojourner  m 
your  town  1  Ye  hae  broken  my  Bead— ye  hae  riven 
my  cloak,  and  now  ye  are  for  restraining  my  personal 
-  liberty !  They  were  wiser  than  me,''  he  said,  after 
ft  moment's  pause,  '*that  counselled  me  to  wear  my 
warat  daithing  in  the  streets  of  London ;  and,  if  I 
cpuld  have  got  onj  things  warse  than  these  mean 
garments,"— ("which  would  have  been  very  diffi- 
cult," said  Jin  Vin,  in  a  whisper  to  his  compamon,)— 
't  they,  would  have  been  e'en  ower  gude  for  the  grips 
o'  men  sae  little  acquented  with  the  laws  of  honest 
civility," 

"To  say  the  trutlL"  said  Jerikin,  unable  to  forbear 
any  longer,  although  the  discipline  of  the  times  pre- 
scnbed  to  those  in  his  situation  a  degree  of  respect- 
ful distance  and  humility  in  the  presence  of  parents, 
masters,  or  seniors,  of  which  the  present  age  has  no 
idea—"  to  say  the  truth,  the  good  gentlemen's  clothes 
look  as  if  they  would  not  brook  much  handling." 

"Hold  your  peace,  young  man,"  said  Master 
George,  with  a  tone  of  authority ;  "never  mock  the 
stranger  or  the  poor— the  black  ox  has  not  trod  on 
your  Toot  yet— you  know  not  what  lands  you  may 
travel  in,  or  what  clothes  you  may  wear,  before  you 
die," 

Vincent  held  down  his  head  and  stood  rebuked, 
but  the  stranger  did  not  accept  the  apology  which 
#a8  made  for  him. 

"I  am  a  stranger,  sff,",  said  he,  that  is  certam : 
though  meihinks,  that,  being  such,  I  have  been  some- 
what familiarly  treated  in  this  town  of  yours :— but, 
•ft  for  my  beine  poor,  I  think  I  need  not  be  chaxged 
with  poverty,  tul  I  seek  siller  of  somebody." 

"The  dear  country  all  over,"  said  Master  George, 
in  a  whisper,  to  I>avid  Ramsay,  "  pride  and  poverty." 

But  David  had  taken  out  his  tablets  and  adver  pen, 
and,  deeply  immersed  in  calculations,  in  which  he 
rambled  over  all  the  terms  of  arithmetic,  from  the 
ample  unit  tp  millions,  billions,  and  trillions,  neither 
heard  nor  answered  the  observation  ^of  his  friend, 
who,  seeing  his  sbstraction,  turned  again  to  the  Scot 

"  1  fancy  now,  Jockey,  if  a  stranger  were  to  offer 
you  a  nobr&  you  would  chuck  it  back  at  his  head  ?" 

"Not  if  1  could  do  him  honest  service  for  it,  sir," 
said  the  Scot;  "I  am  willing  to  do  what  I  may  to 
be  useful,  though  I  come  of  an  honourable  house, 
and  may  be  said  to  be  m  a  sort  indifierenily  weel  pro- 
vided for." 

"Ay I"  said  the  interrogator,  "and  what  house 
rofkv  claim  the  honour  of  your  descent  ?" 

"^An  ancient  coat  belongs  to  it.  as  the  play  says," 
whispered  Vincent  to  his  companion. 

"Come.  Jockey,  out  with  it,"  continued  Master 
George,  observing  that  the  Scot,  as  usual  with  bin 
countrymen,  when  asked  a  blunt,  straightforward 
question,  took  a  Uttla  time  before  answering  it. 
•  "I  am  no  more  Jockey;  sir,  than  you  are  John," 
said  the  stranger,  as  if  onended  at  being  addressed 
by  a  name,  which  at  that  time  was  used,  as  Sawney 
now  is,  for  a  general  appellative  ■  of  the  Scottish 
nation.  "  My  name,  it  you  must  know  it,  is  Richie 
Monipliesi  and  I  come  of  the  old  and  honourable 
house  of  Cnstld  Coliop,  weel  kend  at  the  vVest-Port 
of  Edinburgh." 

'*What  is  that  you  call  the  West-Port  7"  proceeded 
the  interrogator. 

"Why,  an  it  like  your  honour,"  said  Richie,  who 
now,  havii^g  recovered  his  senses  sufficiently  to 
observe  the  respectable  exterior  of  Master  George, 
threw  more  civility  into  his  manner  than  at  Hrst, 
"  the  West-Port  is  a  gate  of  our  city,  us  yonder  brick 
arches  at  Whitehall  form  the  entrance  of  the  King's 
palace  here,  only  thai  the  West-Port  is  of  stonern 
work,  and  mair  decorated  with  architecture  and  the 
policy  of  bigging." 

"  Nouns,  man,  the  Whitehall  gateways  were 
rianncd  bv  the  great  Holbein,"  answered  Master 
George;  I  suspect  your  accident  has  Jumbled  your 
urams,  iny  good  friend.  I  suppose  you  will  t^'Il  me 
next,  you  have  at  Edinburgh  as  fine  a  navigable 
wvcr  as  the  Thames,  with  all  its  shipping  V 
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"The  Thames  I"  fxclMmed  JSUchie^  in  a  loiie  of 
inefiable  contempt— "God  bleas  your  honour's  jtidg- 
ment,  we  have  at  Edinburgh  the  Water-of-Letto  and 
the  Nor-loch  1" 

"And  the  Pow-Bum  and  the  Quarry-holes,  and 
the  Gusedub,  ye  fouse  loon!"  answered  Blaater 
George,  speaking  Scotch  with  a  strong  and  natural 
emphasis ;  "  it  is  such  landlouners  as  you,  that,  with 
your  falsct  and  &ir  fashions,  oring  reproach  on  our 
whole  country." 

"  God  forgie  me,  sir,"  said  Richie,  much  wapnaeA 
at  finding  the  supposed  southron  converted  mto  a 
native  Scot,  "I  took  your  honour  for  an  EncKsherl 


But  I  hope  there  was  naething  ^^rang  in  standing  im 
for  ane's  ain  country's  credit  in  a  strange  land, 
where  all  men  cry  her  down  1" 


"  Do  you  call  it  for  your  country's  credit,  to  show 
that  she  has  a  lying,  puffing  rascaL  for  one  of  her 
children  V*  said  Master  George.  "  But  come,  maa 
never  look  grave  on  it,— as  you  have  found  a  coun* 
tryman,  so  you  have  Ibund  a  friend,  if  vou  dman 
one— and  especially  if  you  answer  me  truly." 

"I  see  nae  gude  it  wad  do  me  to  spe-ak  ou^  4m 
but  truth,"  said  the  worthy  North  Bnton. 

"Well,  then— to  begin,"  said  Mas  tor  G«>i}ge,  "X 
suspect  you  are  a  son  of  oM  Mungo  MoniimMk  tbs 
flesher,  at  the  West-Port." 

"Your  honour  is  a  witch,  I  think,"  said  Bidu^ 
grinning. 

"  And  how  dared  you,  sir,  to  uphold  him  fiur  i 
nobler;  •.  . 

"I  dmna  ken,  sir."  .said  Richie,  scratchii^  )k 
head;  "I  hear  muckle  of  an  Earl  of  WarwiOi  ii 
these  southern  parts— Guy^  I  think  his  name  wa&~ 
and  he  has  great  reputation  here  for  slaying  dm 
cows,  and  boars,  r^id  such  Oke :  and  I  am  aun  nf 
father  has  killed  more  cows  and  boars,  not,  to  mea- 
tion  bulls,  calves,  sheen,  ewes,  lambs,  and  pigi^  ihas 
the  haill  Baronage  of  England." 

"  Go  to !  you  are  a  shrewd  knave,"  said  Master 
George;  "charm  your  tongue,  and  take  care  of 
saucy  answers.  Your  father  was  an  honest  burghiv; 
and ,  the  deacon  of  his  craA :  I  am  sorry  to  sea  hit 
son  in  sopoor  a  coat." 

"  Indiflerent,  sir,"  said  Richie  Monipliea^  lookkijL , 
down  on  his  garments—"  ycry  indiflerent ;  but  it  % 
the  wonted  Hvcry  of  poor  burghers*  sons  inourcouD' 
iry^-one  of  Luckie  Want*s  bestowing  upon  us-h 
us  patient }  The  King's  leaving  Scouaod  haa  (sL 
all  custom  frae  Edinburgh ;  and  tlicre  is  hav  mads 
the  Cross,  and  a  dainty  crop  of  fouats  in  the  Grssip., 
market.    There  is  as  much  grass  groivs  where  m] 
father's  stall  stood,  as  might  have  been  a  good  bit 
for  the  beasts  he  was  used  to  kill." 

"  It  is  cv^n  too  true,"  said  lilaster  Georse ;  V 
while  we  .make  fortunes  here,  our  old  neighbours  an 
their  families  are  starving  at  home.  Tins  sboufd  h 
thought  upon  oftoner.— And  how  came  you  by  ihi 
broken  head,  Richie  7— tell  me  honestly.' 

"  Trolh^  SIT,  I'se  no  lee  about  the  matter,"  anpwa 
ed  Moniplies.  "  I  was  coming  along  the  street  hen 
and  ilk  ane  was  at  me  with  tneir  jests  and  ro^oieri 
So  I  thought  to  myscll,  ye  are  ower  mony  for  me  i 
mell  with  ;  but  let  me  catch  ye  in  Barford's  Pari 
or  at  the  fit  of  the  Vennel,  I  could  gar  some  of  j 
sing  another  sang.  Sae  oe  auld  hirpling  dervil  of 
potter  behoved  just  to  step  in  my  way  arid  offer  ntf 
pig.  as  he  said,  just  to  put  my  Scotch  oininieiit  ■ 
and  I  gave  him  a  push,  as  hut  natural,  and  ihe  lonei 
ing  deevil  coupit  ower  amang  his  ain  pij;s,  and  dl 
maped  a  score  of  them.  And  Ineif  the  rcird  raise  a^ 
hadna  these  iwa  gentlemen  helped  mc  out  of 
murdered  I  suld  hae  been,  without  rcmeid.  And 
it  was,  just  when  they  got  hnud  of  my  arm  to  ha 
me  out  of  the  frnv,  I  got  the  lick  that  donncril  s 
from  a  left-handed  lighterman." 

blaster  George  looked  to  the  apprentices  as  if 
demand  the  truth  of  this  story.     .  ,, 

"  It  is  just  as  he  says,  sir,"  replied  Jenkin  ;  on 
I  heard  nothing  about  pigs.— The  people  said  he  hi 
broke  some  crockery,  and  that—I  beg  p»rclofu  air 
nobody  could  thrive  within  the  kenning  o(  a  Scot 

"  Well,  no  matter  what  tliey  said,  you  were 
honest  fellow  to  help  the  weaker  side— ^liid  you. 


ChAr.II.] 


rvfBsimvmw^Qm  inam^ 


II 


nK"coDtuitied  Master  Oeorse,  addreannghui  coun* 
Urman,  "  w3l  call  at  my  houae  to-morrow  monun^ 
inaeaDle  to  this  direction.*' 

^  I  will  wait  upon  your  honour,**  said  the  Scot, 
bowing  very  low ;  "  that  is,  if  my  honourable  master 
will  permit  me." 

•*  Thy  master  t"  said  George,—"  Hast  thou  any 
icher  master  save  Want,  whose  livery  you  say  you 
■fearT' 

**  Troth,  in  one  sensa  if  it  please  your  honour,  I 
nrre  twa  masters,"  said  Richie;  "for  both  my  mas- 
\Br  and  me  are  slaves  to  that  same  beldam,  whom 
PS  thoosfat  to  show  our  heels  to.by  coming  ofT  from 
Sootlano.  So  that  you  see,  sir^  I  hold  in  a  sort  of 
Hack,  ward  tenure,  as  we  call  it  in  our  countrYi  be- 
tx  the  servant." 

^  And  what  is  your  master's  name  7"  said  Master 
— ;  and  observing  that  Richie  hesitated,  he  add- 


d.  *' I7ay,  do  not  tell  me,  if  it  is  a  spcreL" 

A  secret  that  there  is  little  use  m  keeping,"  said 
Behifl;  "only  ye  ken  that  our  northern  stomachs 
Vft  ower  proud  to  call  m  witnesses  to  our  distress. 
H9  that  mv  master  is  in  mair  than  present, pinch, 
■r,**  he  adcKd,  looking  towards  the  two  English  ap- 
pRRticn,  "  having  a  large  sum  in  the  Royal  Treasury 
-^at  ia»"  he  continued,  in  a  whisper  to  Master 
Gteorae^— **  the  King  is  owing  him  a  lot  of  sHler ;  but 
Wb  illeetting  at  it,  it's  like.--My  master  is  the  young 
Lord  Olenvarloch." 

Master  Oeorge  testified  sutprise  at  the  name.— 
*^  You  one  of  the  young  Lord  Glenvarloch's  foUow- 
M  and  in  such  a  condition  I" 

'^Ttoth.  and  I  am  all  the  fbllowers  he  ha&  for  the 
pNMBt  that  is :  and  biythe  wad  I  be  if  he  were 
BntUa  better  aflT  than  I  am,  though  I  were  to  bide 

••liB." 

''I  bare  seen  his  father  with  four  gentlemen  and 
mktksyB  at  his  heels,"  said  Master  Ooorge,  "rust- 
fivia  their  laces  and  velvets.  Well,  this  is  a  change- 
«  world,  but  there  is  a  better  beyond  it.  The  good 
oU  house  of  Glenvarloch,  that  stood  by  King  and 
eoontry  five  hundred  years  I" 
"Tour  honour  may  say  a  thousand,"  said  the  fol- 


1  vnVi  say  what  I  know  to  be  true,  friend,"  said 
le  citizen,  "and  not  a  word  more.— You  seem  welt 
lK»vered  now— can  you  walk  T* 
••  Bravely,  sir,"  said  Richie  5  **it  was  but  a  bit  do- 
ter.  I  was  brad  at  the  West-Port,  and  my  cantle 
^  stand  a  clour  wad  bring  a  stot  doivn." 
"  Where  does  your  master  lodge  1" 
*Wej)it  np,  an  it  like  your  honour,"  replied  the 
leoi,  "  in  a  sma'  house  at  the  fit  of  ane  of  the  wynds 
kat  gang  down  to  the  water-side,  with  a  decent  man, 
Eohii  Christie,  a  ship-chandler,  as  they  ca'L  His 
IKber  came  finom  Dundee.  I  wotaa  the  name  of  the 
pypd,  but  it's  right  anent  the  mickle  kirk  yonder ; 
■1  your  honour  will  mind,  that  we  pass  only  by  our 
kmity-name  of  simple  Mr.  Nigel  Olifaunt  as  keep- 
ig  ourselves  retired  for  the  present,  though  in  Scot- 
lod  we  be  called  the  lK>Td  Nigel" 

It  is  wisely  done  of  your  master,"  said  the  dti- 
n.  "I  will  find  out  your  lodginfts,  though  your  di- 
Ktion  he  none  of  the  61earesL'^  So  saying,  and 
niog  a  pieoe  of  money  at  the  same  time  into  Ri- 
kie  Honipiies's  hand,  he  bade  him  hasten  home,  and 
it  into  no  more  affirays. 

.  I  will  take  care  of  that  now,  sir,"  said  Richie, 
nsh  a  look  of  import anc&  "having  a  chiu^  about 
«&  And  so,  wussing  ye  a'  weel,  with  special  thanks 

•  these  twa  young  gentlemen" 

I  am  no  gentleman,"  said  Jenkin,  flinging  his 
<P  on  his  head  ;  "  I  am  a'  tight  London  'prentice,- 
nd  hope  to  be  a  freeman  onedav.  Frank  may 
n^  himself  gentleman,  if  he  will." 
^ww  a  gentlAian  once,"  said  TunsUll,  "and 
tlBM  I  have  done  nothing  to  lose  the  name  of  one." 
,.  Weel,  weel.  as  ye  listi"  said  Richie  Moniplies; 
^  I  am  mickle  beholden  to  ye  baith— and  I  am 
W  a  hair  the  less  like  to  bear  it  in  mind  that  I  say 
■  hitlc  about  iv,  just  now.— Gude  night  to  you.  my 
gw  countryman."  So  saying,  he  tlirusi  out  or  the 
H^e  of  hi^  ragged  doublet  a  long  bony  hand  and 
M,  on  wmch  me  muedes  rose  liks  wh^cvrt'.- 


Master  George  shook  it  heartily.  whUs,  JeOaa,  atd 
Frank  exchanged  sly  looks  with  each  other. 

Richie  Moniplies  would  next  have  addressed  his 
thanks  to  the  master  of  the  shop,  but  seeing  him,  at 
he  afterwards  said,  "  scribbling  on  his  bit  bookie,  as  if 
he  were  demented,"  he  contented  his  poKtenees  with 
''  giving  him  a  hat,"  touchins,  that  jb,  bis  bonnet,  in 
token  of  salutation,  and  so  leTt  the  shop. 

"Now.  there  goes  Scotch  Jockey,  with  all  bis  bad 
and  good  about  Eim."  said  Master  Geoige  to  Master 
David,  who  suspended,  though  unwillingly,  the  cal- 
culations with  which  he  was  engaged,  and  keeping  hit 
pen  within  an  inch  of  the  tablets^  gazed  on  huB  iheno  • 
with  great  lack-lustreieyes,  which  expressed  any  thing 
rather  than  intelligence  or  interest  in  the  disooarsa 
adifressed  to  him.— "That  fellow,"  proceeded  Master 
George,  without  heeding  hjs  friend's  state  of  abstrac- 
tion, '  shows,  with  great  liveliness  of  colouring,  how 
our  Scotch  pride  and  poverty  make  liara  anobn^- 
garls  of  us ;  and  yet  the  knave,  whose  eveiy  third 
word  to  an  Englishman  is  a  boastful  lie,  will,  I  war- 
rant you,  be  a  true  and  tender  friend  and  follower  to 
his  master,  and  has  perhaps  parted  with  his  mantle 
to  him  in  the  cold  blast,  although  he  himself  walked « 
ineiimo^  as  the  Don  says.— Strange!  thai  oourage 
and  fidelity— for  I  will  warrant  that  the  knave  is 
stout— should  have  no  better  conwanion  than  this 
locib  humour.— But  you  mark  me 
'avie." 
I  do-I  do,  most  heedfiiUy,"  said  Davie.— "For, 
as  the  sun  goeth  round  the  dial-plate  in  twentv-four 
hours,  add.  for  the  moon,  fiftf  ninutes  and  a  half 

"You  are  in  the  seventh  t  iavens,  man,"  said  his 
companion. 

"I  crave  your  pardon,"  eplied  Davie.— "Let  the 
wheel  A  go  round  in  twent/-four  tours— I  have  U-^ 
and  the  wheel  B  in  twenty-four  hours,  fifty  minutes 
and  a  half— fiftv-seven  being  to  fifty-four,  as  fifty-nine 
to  twentyofour  hours,  fifty  minutes  and  a  haU  or  very 
nearly,— I  crave  your  foxgivenesa,  Master  George, 
and  heartily  wish  you  good-even." 

"Good-even?"  said  Master  Geoige;  "why,  you 
have  not  wished  me  good-day  vet.  Come,  old  friend, 
lay  by  these  tableti^  or  you  will  crack  the  inner  roa- 
cmnery  of  your  skull,  as  our  fiicnd  yonder  hss  got  the, 
outer-case  of  his  damaged.— Good-night,  <]UOtha  I  I 
mean  not  to  part  with  you  so  easily.  I  came  to  get 
ray  four  hours'  nunchion  from  you.  man.  besides  a 
tune  on  the  lute  from  my  god-daughtei^  Mrs.  Mar- 
get" 

"  Good  faith  1  I  was  abstracted,  Master  Georgs*^ 
but  you  know  me.  Whenever  I  get  amongst  the 
wheels,"  sakl  Mr.  Ramsay^  "why.^iis** 

/'  Lucky  that  you  deal  in,  small  ones,"  said  his 
friend;  as,  awakened  finm  his  reveries  and  calcula- 
tiona  Kamsay  led  the  wav  up  a  little  back-stair  to 
the  first  story,  occupied  by  nis  daughter,  and  his  little 
household. 

The  apprentices  resumed  their  places  in  the  front- 
shop,  and  relieved  Sam  Porter ;  when  Jenkin  said  to 
Tunstall— "  Didst  see.  Frank,  how  the  old  goldsmith 
cottoned  in  with  his  oeggaily  countryman?  When 
would  one  of  his  wealth  nave  shaken  hands  so  cour- 
teously with  a  poor  Englishman  T— Well,  I'll  say  that 
for  the  best  of  the  Soots,  that  they  will  go  over  head 
and  ears  to  serve  a  countryman,  when  they  will  not 
wet  a  nail  of  their  finger  to  save  a  Southron,  as  they 
call  us,  from  drowning.  And  yet  Master  George  fc 
but  half*>bTvd  Scot  neither  in  that  respect  s  for  I  have  ' 
known  him  do  many  a  kind  thing  to  the  English 
too." 

"But  hark  ye,  Jenkin."  said  Tunstall  "I  think 
you  are  but  half-bred  English  yourself.  How  came 
you  to  strike  on  the  Scotsman's  side  after  all  ?" 

"  Why,  you  did  so,  too,"  answered  Vincent. 

"Ay,  oecause  I  saw  you  begin;  and,  besides,  it  is 
no  Cumberland  fashion  to  foil  fifty  upon  one,"  repli- 
ed Tunstall.* 

"And  no  Christ-Church  fashion  ndther,"  said 
Jenkin.  "Fair  play  and  Old,  England  for  ever  I  - 
Besides,  to  tell  you  a  secret,  his  voice  had  a  twang 
in  it— tn  t^e  dialect  I  mean— reminded  me  of  a  uttM 
tongue,  •"vhich  I  think  sweeter— sweeter  than  the 
iait  toli  of  Sw  Dttosun's  will  sound,  on  the  day  that 


!• 


T&B  FORTONEft  OP  KI0SL. 


[Chat,  in 


I  un  flhcit  oi^  tnt  MantivM.— Ha1-~7(m  gnem  who 
I  mean,  PnnkV  „     ^^ 

••Not  I,  indeed."  aniwored  Tuartall.— **  Scotch  Ja- 
Mt  I  snppoaa  tSe  lannditss." 

*^0(F  with  Janet  in  her  own  DBcking-Dadcet  f-no, 
no,  no  I— You  blind  butzard,— do  jrou  not  know  I 
mean  prett;  Mrs.  Marget  V* 

"  Umph  P*  anawered  Tunetall,  dryly.^ 

A  flaah  of  an^er,  not  nnmingled  with  suspicion, 
shot  horn  Jenkin's  keen  black  eyes. 

"Umpfal— «nd  what  sis^ifies  nmphl  I  am  not 
the  first  'prentice  has  married  his  master's  daughter, 

"iS^kept  thdr  own  secret,  I  fancy,"  said  Tun- 
■talL  "at  least  till  they  were  out  of  their  time."^, 

**l  tell-yqu  what  it  is,  Frank,"  answered  JeHkin, 

sharply^  '^Uiat  may  be  the  fashion  of  you  gentlefolks, 

'  that  are  taught  from  yoilr  biggin  to  carry  two  faces 

vnder  the  same  hood^  but  it  shall  never  be  mme." 

.      "  There  are  the  stairs,  then,"  said  Tunstall,  coolly ; 

"go  up  and  ask  Mrs.  Margel  of  our  master  just  now, 

and  see  what  sort  of  a  face  he  will  wear  under  his 

hood." 

.1      "No,!  wonnot,"  answered  Jenkin;  "I  am  not 

such  a  fool  as  that  neither.    But  I  will  take  my  own 

tfane;  and  all  the  Counts  in  Cumberland  shall  not 

cut  mv  comb^  and  this  is  that  which  you  may  depend 

Francis  made  no  reply;  and  they  tesumed  Aeir 
Msal  attention  to  the  busmess  of  the  shop,  and  their 
vsual  iolkatittions  to  the  passengers.* 
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CHAPTER  III. 

I  pn7  7oa»  poiMM  no  gaUant  of  701V  aoqtt«iBtaB9» 

„jlitknowledseo%D7iodcinf.  ,  ,  .  «  . 
Mnttr  ttattktu.  Who,  I,  air  f-Lord,  nr  I--BBN  JomoN. 
Tux  next  morning  found  Nigel  OUfaunt  the  youni^ 
Lord  of  GlenTarloch,  seated,  sad  and  8oliiai7,  m  his 
little  apartment,  in  the  mansion  of  John  Christie,  dlie 
ship^cnandler ;  which  that  honest  tradesman,  in 
gratitude  perhans  to  the  profession  from  which  he 
derived  his  chier  support,  appeared  to  have  constructed 
as  nearly  as  possible  upon  the  plan  of  a  ship's  cabm. 
I  It  was  situated  near  to  PauPs  Whar^  at  the  end  of 
one  of  those  intricate  and  narrow  lanes,  which,  wntil 
that  part  of  the  city  was  swept  away  by  the  Great 
iJ^ro  m  1666,  constituted  an  extraordinary  labyrinth 
e(  small,  dark,  damp,  and  unwholesome  streets  and 
alleys,  in  one  corner  or  other  of  which  the  plague  was 
then  as  surely  fbund  lurking,  as  in  the  obscure  cor- 


ners of  Constantinople  hi  our  own  iinia.  But  John 
Christie's  house  looked  oatupon  the  river,  and  had  tht 
advantwe,  therefore^  of  free  air,  inipr^;natad,  how- 
ever, with  the  odoriferous  fumes  of  the  article*  m 
which  the  ship-chandler  dealt,  with  the  odour  di 

{>itch,  and  the  natural  scent  of  the  ooze  and  alndgs 
eft  by  the  reflux  of  the  tid& 

Upon  the  whole,  except  that  his  dwelling  did  not 
float  with  the  flood-tid&  and  become  stranded  with 
the  ebb,  the  young  lord  was  nearly  as  comfortabhr 
acoommodatod  as  he  was  while  on  board  the  litus 
trading  brig  from  the  long  town  of  Kirkald]^  in  FJk 
by  which  He  had  come  a  passei^ser  to  London.  Ha 
received,  however,  eveiv  attention  which  ooida  ha 
paid  him  By  his  honest  landlord,  John  Christie;  ftr 
Richie  Mouiplies  had  not  thought  it  necessary  to  pis- 
serve  his  master's  incognito  so  completely,  but  that 
the  honeat  ship-diandler  could  form  a  guess  thst  Im 
ffueat's  quality  Was  superior  to  his  appearanca  As 
tor  Dame  Neuy,  his  wife,  a  round,  buxom,  laMliler- 
loving  dame,  with  black  eyes,  a  tight  wdMiM 
bodice,  a  green  apron,  and  a  red  petticoat  edged  mm 
a  slight  Sliver  lace,  and  judiciously  shortens^  so  as 
to  show  that  a  short  heel,  and  a  t^sht  clesa  ukht 
rested  upon  her  well-burnished  shoe,— she^  of  csaisa, 
felt  interest  in  a  young  man,  who,  besides  betas  mr ' 
handsome,  good  humoured,  and  easily  satlafiea  ai 
the  accommodations  her  house  affinded.  was  fn- : 
dently  of  a  rank,  as  well  as  manners,  h^bly  summ 
to  the  skippers  (or  Captains,  as  they  called  Uis» 
selves)  of  merchant  vessels,,  who  were  the  nmd 
tenants  of  the  apartments  which  dhe  1st  to  hiia;  M 
at  whose  departure  she  was  sute  to  find  her  wi^ 
scnibbed  floor  soiled  with  the  relics  of  tob«BC% 
Ite  of  King  James  s  Counterbla^  was  mm 


(which,  spite  0 „ ,  .. . 

forcing  itself  into  use,)  and  her  best  curtains  i 
nated  with  the  odour  of  Gei^eva  and  strong  watsA 
to  Dame  Nelly's  great  indignation ;  for,  as  she  tnw 
said,  the  smeU  of  the  shop  and  waro-houss  wasBK 
enough  without  these  additions.  I 

But  all  Mr  Olifaunt's  habits  were  lagBlar  sal; 
cleanly,  and  his  address,  thou^  frank,  and  sample  | 
showed  so  much  of  the  courtier  and  gentleniaii»  m\ 
formed  a  strong  contrast  with  the  loud lialkx\  coant! 


aptondid  eliarity  of  which  he  wu  Um  fbiinder ;  UM  itow  notioM 
w  bi«  penonal  history  are  •lifht  and  meaf re. 

Oeone  Heriot  waiborn  atTrabroun,  In  the  pariah  of  Glada- 
mnir :  he  waa  the  eldest  son  of  a  goldsmith  in  Bdinburrh.  de- 
tcmAd  from  a-Oanilyof  some  eooieqiienee  in  East  Lothian.— 
Hia  tether  enjoyed  the  oonfidence'  of  bis  feUow-citicena,  end 
wai  tlMir  lepiesentative  in  parliament  He  waa,  besides,  one  of 
the  itopatios  s«nt  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  oity  to  propitiate 
the  Kioff.  when  be  had  left  Bdinburf h  abniptlj,  after  thtfTiot  of 
iriii " 


jea^s,  and  boisterous  ^mpatienca  of  her  maiitnaie  ii* 
mates.  Dame  Nelly  saw  that  her  guest  waa  uukar 
choly  also,  notwithstanding  his  eflbrts  to  eeeiii  eoa* : 
tented  and  cbeerfrd ;  and,  in  short,  she  took  that  s;|C  '■ 
of  interest  jn  him,  without  being  herself  a  ware  of  41 
extent,  which  an  unscrupulous  gallant  migjit  ma 
been  tempted  to  unprove  to  the  prejudice  ot  meat 

rastinc,  that  his  aeeoiid  wife,  Alison  Prinuoea.  was  Intoned  li 
St  Gregory 'a  chareh,  fVom  the  fegister  of  which  patisli  ifaalsa. 
Mr.  Barham,  Rector,  haa,  in  the  kindest  maoiM^  i — '  —  '^ 
follcwinr  extract :— "  Mrs.  Alison,  the  wife  or  ] 


S Oeone  HerioC,  the  son,  Dursned  his  fether's  ooeapation  of  a 
»ldamith,  then  peculiazly  lucrative,  and  much  connected  with 
lal  of  a  money-broker.  He  enjoyed  the  ferour  and  protection 
of  James,  and  of  his  consort,  Anne  of  Denmark.  He  married, 
ftir  his  first  wife,  a  maiden  of  his  owi 


atajuribaiiks.  dauchterof  a 
1681  He  waa  afterwards  ns 
ntto  him  fer  a  space 


own'  rank,  named  Ckriatian 

in 

whose 

years  amounted  to  nearly 


dauchterof  a  raspeotable  buryesa.  This  ' 
afterwards  named  jeweller  to  the  Queen, 
n  fer  a  space  of  ten 'years  amounted  to 


befora  attaining  lier  twentrflrst  year.  After  a  life  spent  In 
hoDoorable  ud  sneoessfel  industry,  George  Heriot  died  in  Lon- 
don,  to  whidi  city  Ite  had  followed  his  royal  mosler,  on  the  I2th 
yaimiary,  It94.  at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years.  His  picture, 
(copied  by  Scoocral  fh>m  a  lost  original,}  in  which  he  is  repre- 
MBted  In  the  prime  of  life,  is  thus  described:  "  His  feir  Hair, 
which  orenhades  the  though tftil  browand  calm  calculating  eye, 
with  the  cast  of  humour  on  the  lower  part  of  the  countenance, 
are  all  indicative  of  the  genuine  Scottish  character,  and  well 
dUriaguish  a  peraon  fitted  to  more  steadily  and  wisely  through 
fhe  worM.  with  a  strength  of  rsaotution  to  ensure  success,  and 
adiapoaition  to  eajor  it"-~HUurk«i  and  Descriptive  Aeccunt^ 
aertofs  He^Ual,  wUk  a  mtmolrqf  tlu  Anmd«r.  kf  Me$$n.  Jama 
M»d  J^n  Jehnstene.  Edinburgh,  1897. 
tmaf  add. as  evaty  thing  ooneemloff  Qeorie  Henot  fs  lata- 


Heriot,  gentleman,  90th  April,  l«tfl."   Saint  GreMMT*a.h 

the  Great  Fire,  of  London  which  ooasumed  the  eatheii^,  I 

ed  one  of  the  towera  of  Old  Saint  Pours,  and  oceuied  ihm  aaaai 
of  ground  now  filled  b/  Queen  Anne's  statue.  In  ttm  asafh  aial« 
of  the  choir  Mrs.  Heriot  reposed  under  a  handsome iiwaimmsil, 
beering  the  following  inscription  :— 

"  SanetUiUm  et  ekarUHmdt  co^fugi  ALJaOSM  SXJtIOr,  M- 
COM  PrimrvH^  Jtegte  MajestatU  in  SaMltori  Cvnem  Stgm  flta» 
tia  Aman«en3is,JUimJienHiue omnibia  ttm  auimi mamiijiniti  ihiaaSi 

HERIOT,  ARmOER,  ktglsJUgiam,  Prim^am  MarMetCK 
rvU  Gemmariue,  ten$  wunnti,  non  elm  iatirjwfr,  koe  Mfemmmtm 
pie  posuU. 

**  OMt  MensU  AprtOs  iU  IS.  iaw«c>«tfi  l«19,  cfarfr ».  il|M 
/iprviMmitf^M  siOl,  parenHbue,  tt  9mkl»  trlMUitgum  tiidmm 

HtoAUelaPrtmnm 

Jaeet  erydoahrutaflut, 

Inttmpttttcu 

VlroeaprtnamaMm. 


Awf/onut  iMfleeeffi  oiwi^ 
Pukhra,  pudiea, 
'"  "  *' ttMuwIri: 


Qmmi  gnrofata,  keuf  nmnt 
MaUT,49et$*U,i$mi» 
Curaielorq:  patri. 


l:vra4o^ 


T^aUvm  ArwuloM  reeeteUf 

Ifmc  ReetpHwt^  PM 

QwayMf  antec  s<tfl*' 

The  loss  of  a/oung,  beautifti).  and  aariiMe  partner,  at  t  a^ 

rlod  so  ioteresUng,  waa  the  probable  reeaon  of  her  hmMM 

devoting  hia  fortune  to  a  charitable  ibatitutioii.    Tim  cr''*'^ 

occurs  in  Strype'a  edition  of  Stowe*a  Survey  «f  L^ndoua 

lit  page  <M* 


G*I».1IM 


.ms  FuiniiMKa  or  niobu* 


JmuK  wfaft  was  at  laut  a  tcQieof  yaws  older  tbaa 
hie  hch»mtte.  OUfaunt,  howcTer,  sad  not  only  other 
mattera  to  think  of,  but  woold  have  regarded  euch  an 
iacijgae»  had  the  idea  ever  occurred  to  him,  aa  eu 
abouiii^le  and  ongretefui  encroachment  upoft  the 
laws  of  hospitahtv,  his  religion  having  been  bv  his 
late  father  formed  upon  the  strict  principles  of  the 
nfUicnal  fiulh«  and  his  morality  upon  chose  of  the 
ueeat  h(»iour.  He  had  not  escaped  t^e  predoaunsnt 
waV.nciin  of  his  country,  an  overweemng  sense  of  the 
pcide  of  birth,  and  a  disposition  lo  vahie  the  worth 
and  oonseqimoe  of  others  aocording  to  the  number 
a^  tha  fame  of  their  deceased  ancestors;  but  this 
pnde  of  faoulr  was  well  subdued,  and  in  geaeral 
sinoat  eolhely.  concealed,  by  his  good  sense  and 

»ieh.  as  we  faaw  described  htm,  Nigel  Olifsunt,  or 
rather  the  youny  Lord  Gleavarloeht  wss,  when  our 
narrstivB  takes  oIri  up,  under  great  pemlexity  ronect- 


W  the  fate  of  his  ttosty  awl  only  follower,  Rictutrd 

/fonipliea,  who  had  been  deepaidbed  by  ms  young 

mttster,  early  the  pnoeding  moramg;  as  lar  as  the 

cfwrt  1  Westminster,  but  had  not  yet  returned. 

Ss.cvening  adventures  the  reader  is  already  aaquaint- 

ed  with,  and  so  far  knows  more  of  Richie  than  did 

his  master,  who  had  not  heard  of  hhn  for  twentyrfour 

hoam.  Danie  Nelly  Christie,  in  the  meantime,  r^ard- 

eel  her  guest  with  some  anjdeiy,  and  a  great  deflue 

iQ  comfort  him  if  poeeible.    8he  placed  on  the  break- 

fiw-tahle.  a  noble  piece  of  cold  powdered  beef;  with 

its  oeuai  fniards  of  turnip  and  carrot,  recommended 

her  mustaid  as  coming  direct  from  her  cousin  at 

Tkwkeshufv,  ^nd  epicea  the  toast   with  her  own 

^aaos^aod  wich  her  own  hands,  also,  drew  a  jug  of 

Moat  and  nappy  ale,  all  of  which  ware  etements  ef 

tk  MJ^tantial  bieaklhst  of  ihe  period  . 

-  When  she  saw  that  her  auest's  anxiety  prevented 

tta  fr»m  doing  Hisiiee  to  the  good  cheer  which  she 

set  before  him,  she  commenced  her  career  of  verbal 

eonsolatiea  with  the  usual  vombility  of  those  women 

is  her  station,  wha  conscious  of  ffwA  looks,  good 

iatentioBS»  and  good  hmgs,  entertain  no  fear  either  of 


weaiying  thsmaelves  or  of  fatiguing  their  auditors. 

'*Kow,  what  the  good  year  J  are  we  to  send  you 
down  to  Soqdand  as  thin  as  yoa  came  up  7—1  am 


sore  it  would  be  contrary  to  the  coarse  of  natura 
There  was  nvgoodmaa's  father,  old  Sandie  Christni 
I  have  heanl  he  was  an  atomy  when  he  came  up  from 
the  ATortb,  and  I  am  sure  he  died,  Saint  Earnahy  was 
ten  yesr%  at  twenty  stone  weight  I  was  a  bare- 
headed gnri  at  the  ttm&  and  lived  in  the  neighbour* 
hood,  thoiu{h  I  had  liitle  thought  of  marrying  John 
then,  who  had  a  score  of  veara  the  bettor  of  me-hut 
he  IS  a  thriving  man  and  i^  kind  husband-*«nd«his 
father,  as  I  waa  aaying,  died  as  fat  as  a  church- 
warden. WeU,  sff,  but  I  hope  I  have  not  offended 
roa  for  mv  litde  joke—and  1  hope  the  sle  is  to  vonr 
honour's  liking,— snd  the  beiif*-and  the  mustaro  1** 

"All  fxccUent— all  too  good,"  answered  Olifaunt; 

yok  have  every  thing  so  clean  and  tidy,  dame,  that 
I  shall  not  know  how  to  live  when  I  go  back  to  my 
own  country— if  ever  I  go  hack  there.'^ 

'pM  was  added  aa  it  seemed  invoWntanly,  and  with 
a  deep  sigh. 

"I  warrant  your  honour  go  back  again  if  you  like 
0, '  said  the  dame;  "unless  vou  think.rather  of  taking 
a  pretty,  well-dowered  EMisb  bdy,  as  some  of  your 
eooncrrfolfc  have  dona  i  assure  you,  some  ot  the 
belt  01  the  citsr  have  married  Scotsmen.    There  was 


nifi  waom  vovr  noaoor  ilhows,  douauess  $  i 
Matty  Mistress  Uoublelha,,oM  Sergeant  Doubiefee^s 
oaoffiier,  jumped  out  of  window,  and  was  mairied  at 
jiay-fair  to  k  Scotsman  with  a  hard  name ;  and  ukl 
fiichpost  the  timber-tneiiohflnt's  daughters  did  htUe 
better,  for  they  married  two  Irishmen}  and  when 
Ixks  jeer  me  about  havifia  a  Seotoman  for  fodger, 
^maiBg  fom  honour.  I  tell  them  they  are  afraid  of 
(oeir  daughters  and  their  mistresses ;  and  sure  I  have 
a  nght  u>  atand  up  for  the  Soots,  since  John  Christie 
js  half  s  Scotsman,  ond  a  thriving  man,  and  a  good 
fcusband,  though  there  is  a  score  of  yeara  between 
ta|  and  90  l^^pM  have  you^onoai  caiUare  avaiv 


yourbreakftttC  with  a 


fend  a- 


and  mend 
draught/' 

"  At  a  word,  my  kind  hostess,  1  csimot,"  sakl 
Oufaimt ;  "I  am  anxious  about  thia  knave  of  mina, : 
who  has  been  so  long  abaentin  this  dangeioua  tow» 
of youm."  , 

It  may  be  noticed  m  pasaiag,  that  Dame  Nellv'a 
ordinary  mode  of  consolation  wss  to  disprove  the 
existence  of  any  cause  for  distress;  and  aha  is  said 
to  hava  carried  this  so  for  as  to  comfort  a  neighbour,  • 
who  had  lost  her  husband,  with  the  assurance  tfiat 
the  dear  defunct  would  be  better  to-morrow,  whidi  * 
perhapB  might  not  bave  proved  an  appropriate^  oven 
if  it  had  been  a  possible,  mode  of  rehet  On  this 
occasion  she  denied  stoutly  that  Richie  nad  been 
abaent  altogether  twenty  hours;  and  as  for  peopls 
being  killed  in  the  streett  of  London,  to  ha  surs  two 
men  had  boen  found  in  Towar<htch  last  weekt  but 
that  was  far  to  the  eaat,  and  the  other  poor  man  that 
had  his  throat  cm  in  the  fields,  had  met  hia  raiahap 
near  by  laUngton ;  and  he  that  waa  atahbed  by  thiii 
yotuig  Templar  in  a  dnmkea  frolic,  by  Saint  Cla* 
mentis  in  the  Strand,  was  an  Irishman.  All  which 
evidence  abe  pvodacsd  to  show  that  none  of  theaa 
casualties  had  occurred  in  a  case  exactly  parallel  vHtii 
that  of  Richie,  a  Scotsman,  and  on  hia  retam  from 
Westminster. 

"My  better  comfort  ia,  my  good  dame,"  anawerad 
Ohfsunt,  "  that  the  lad  is  no  beawlsr  or  9uatreUsr, 
unless  strongly  urged,  snd  that  he  haa  nothing  valoa* 
ble  about  him  to  any  one  but- me." 

"  Year  honour  speaks  verr  well,"  retorted  the  in« 
exhaustible  hostess,  who  protracted  her  task  of' 
taking  away,  and  putting  to  riahta  in  order  that  aha 
might  |>rolong  her  gossip.  ^Tll  uphoUl  Master 
Moniphes  to  be  neither  reveller  nor  brawler,  for  if  he 
liked  such  things  he  might  be  visiting  and  lunketins 
with  the  young  folks  about  here  in  the  neighSourhooa, 
and  he  never  dreama  of  it ;  and  when  I  asked  tha 
young  man  to  go  aa  far  as  my  goasip'a.  Dame  I>rink<» 
water,  to  taste  a  glaaa  of  amaeed^  and  a  bh  of  tha 
groaning  cheese,— for  Dame  Dnnkwater  has  had 
twins,  aa  i  told  your  honour,  sir,~and  1  meant  it  (juite 
dvilly  to  the  young  man,  but  he  chose  to  sit  and 
keep  oouse  Mrith  John  Chriatie;  and  I  daie  say  theiv 
is  a  score  of  years  between  them,  for  your  honour's 
servant  fooks  scarce  mudi  oMer  than  I  am.  I  wonder 
what  they,  coidd  have  to  aay  to  each  other.  I  asked 
John  Christie,  but  he  bid  me  go  to  sleep." 

"If  ha  comes  not  soon,"  saui  hia  master,  "I  will 
thank  you  to  tell  me  what  magistrate  I  can  addreaa 
myaelf  to ;  for  besides  my  anxiety  for  the  poor  fel- 
low's safety,  he  has  papers  of  importance  about  him." 

"O I  your  honour  may  be  assured  he  will  be  back 
in  aouarter  of  an  hour,"  sssd  Dame  Nelly  t  "he  ia 
not  the  lad  to  atay  out  twenty-four  hoars  at  a  fl|lretclk 
And  for  the  papers,  I  am  sure  your  honour  will  par* 
don  him  for  just  giving  me  a  peep  at  the  comer,  aa  I » 
was  giving  him  a  small  ciip,  not  ao  lai^e  as  my  thiaa* 
ble,  of  distilled  waters^  to  tortifV  his  stomach  agamst  > 
the  damps,  and  it  .was  directed  to  the  Kini^s  Mast 
Excellent  Msjeatv ;  and  so  doubtless  his  Maiesty  haa 
kept  Richie  out  of  civility  to  consider  of  your  honoui^a 
letter,  and  send  back  s  litthig  reply." 

Dame  Nelly  here  hit  by  ohance  on  a  more  avaOaola  > 
topic  of  consolation  than  those  she  had  hitherto 
touched  upon;  for  the  vmthfol  ford  had  hmiself 
some  vague  hopea  that  his  meflKUfper  might  htt\9 
been  delayed  at  Court  until  a  fitting  and  favourabla 
answer shottkl  be  despatched  back  to  him.  .  Inexpe- 
rienced, however,  in  public  aflaira  as  he  certaitily  was^ 
It  required  only  s  moment's  oonaideration  to  oonvinos 
him  of  the  improbabilitv  of  an  expectation  so  con* 
trary  to  all  he  had  heard  of  etiquette,  as  WeU  ss  the 
dilatory  proceedings  in  a  ooart  siat,  and  he  answered 
the  good  natured  hostess  with-  a  sigh,  that  he  doubOM 
whether  the  King  wookl  even  kxHc  on  the  paper  ad- ' 
dresaed  to  him,  far  leas  take  it  into  hia  immediate 
consideration. 

"Now,  out  upon  yon  for  a  faint-hearted  0Bntio 
manl"  said  the  good  dame;  "and  why  ahoiUd  ha 
not  do  as  much  for  us  as  our  gracieus  Queen  Eltza^ 
both  1  Many  people  say  this  snd  ihst  about  a  queea 
aodaisinBharl  timiriEa.k^ooB«ii^MMicait«' 
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ua  Baalish  IbUbb;  and  thiffgood  nnitleman  goes  aa 
often  00 wn  by  water  to  Greenwich,  and  employs  aa 
many  of  th^  bar^-men  and  water-men  of  aU  kinda ; 
and  maintama,  m  his  roy^  grace.  John  Taylor  the 
water  poet,  urao  keeps  both  a  sculler  and  a  pair  of 
oara.  And  he  has  made  a  comely  court  at  IVhiteha]!, 
tiMt  by  the  river;  and  since  the  Kinfl;  is  so  good  a 
friend  to  the  Thamea,  I  cannot  see,  if  it  please  your 
honour,  why  all  hia  aubjeeta,  and  your  honour  in  n>e- 
cdal^  ahouid  not  have  aatiaiaction  by  his  hands." 

"True,  dame— trae*-Iet  us  hope  for  the  best ;  but  I 
must  takemy  cloak  and  rapier,  and  pray  your  husband 
in  coarteay  to  teach  me  the  way  to  a  magistrate." 

**8u7B^  sir,"  said  the  prompt  dame,  "I  can  do  that 
aa  well  aa  he,  who  has  been  a  alow  man  of  his  tongue 
atf  his  life,  though  I  will  give  him  hia  due  for  bong 
a  loving  huaband,  and  a  man  as  well  to  paaa  in  the 
world  as  any  betwixt  us  and  the  top  of  the  lane. 
And  80  there  is  the  sitting  alderman,  that  is  always 
at  the  Guildhall,  which  is  cloae  by  Paul'a,  and  ao  I 
warrant  you  he  puts  all  to  rights  in  the  dty  that 
wiadom  can  mendj  and  for  the  rest  there  is  no  help 
but  patience.  But  I  wish  I  were  as  sure  of  forty 
poands,  aa  I  am  that  the  young  man  will  oome  back 
sail  and  aound." 

I  Olifauat,  in  great  and  amdoua  doubt  of  what  the 
good  dame  so  strongly  averred,  flung  his  cloak  on 
olM  ahovkler,  and  Was  about  to  belt  on  his  rapier, 
when  firat  the  voice  of  Richie  Monipliea  on  the  stair, 
and  then  that  faithAil  emissary's  appearance  in  the 
chamber:  put  the  matter  beyond  que^tk>n.  Dame 
NeQy,  after  congratulating  Moniptiea  on  his  return, 
and  pavine  several  compliments  to  her  own  sa- 
gacity mr  oaving  foretold  it,  was  at  length  pleased 
to  leave  the  apartmen  t.  The  truth  was,  that,  besides 
some  instinctive  feelings  of  good  breeding  which 
combated  her  curiosity,  she  aaw  there  was  no  chance 
of  Richie's  proceeding  in  his  narrative  while  she  was 
in  the  room,  and  she  therefore  retreated,  trusting  that 
her  own  address  would  get  the  secret  out  of  one  or 
Other  of  the  young  men,  when  she  should  have  either 
by  hunaelf. 

"  Now,  in  Heaven's  name,  what  la  the  matter?" 
said  Nigel  Olifount.—"  Where  have  you  been,  or 
what  have  you  been  about  1  You  look  as  pale  as 
death.  There  ia  blood  on  your  hand,  and  your 
doches  ve  tom-.  What  barns-breaking  have  you 
been  at  1  You  have  been  drunk,  Richard,  and  fights 
ing." 

^  FiRhtiiw  I  have  been,"  said  Richard,  "  in  a  amall 
wav ;  out  for  being  drunk,  that's  a  job  Ul  to  manage 
in  this  town,  without  money  to  come  by  liquor ;  and 
aa  for  bams-breaking,  the  deil,  a  thing'a  broken  but 
my  head.  It's  not  made  of  iron,  I  wot,  nor  my 
clnitfaes  of  chenzie-mail  I  ao  a  dub  smashed  the  tan^ 
and  a  daught  damaged  the  tither.  Some  misleard 
rascals  abused  my  country,  but  I  think  I  cleared  the 
cauaey  of  them.  However,  the  haiU  hive  was  ower 
mony  for  me  at  last,  and  I  got  this  eclipse  on  ,the 
eiown,  and  then  I  was  carried  beyond  my  kenmng, 
to  a  ama'  booth  at  the  Tample-Port,  where  they  sell 
the  whirligigs  and  mony-go^rounds  that  measure  out 
lime  as  a  man  wad  measure  a  tartan  web ;  and  then 
they  bled  roe,  wold  I  nold  I,  and  were  reasonably 
drvil,  especially  an  auld  countryman  of  ours,  of  whom 
more  hereafter." 

"And  at  whato'dock  might  this  be 7"  swd  Nigel. 

"  Hie  twa  iron  carles  yonder,  at  the  kirk  beside  the 
Port,  were  hist  banging  out  aax  o'  the  dock." 

**And  why  came  you  not  home  as  aoon  aa  yon 
reeoveredl"  aaid  Nigel. 

"  In  troth^imir  loid,  every  in^y  haa  its  wher^ortf 
and  this  hacai-gRide  ane^"  answered  his  follower. 
"To  oomaliBme»i  behoved  to  ken  whare  hame  was; 
now,  I  had  dfean  tint  the  name  of  the  wynd,  and  the 
mair  I  akksd,  the  mair  the  folk  lough,  and  the  farther 
they  aeqiime  wrengf  sae  I  gave  it  up  till  God  shbuki 
send  daylia^t  to  help  me;  and  aa  I  aaw  myaell  near 
a  kirk  at  the  lan^  run,  I  e'en  crap  in  to  take  up  my 
nioht'aqttartera  m  tfaemrk-yani.'' 

^In  the  diureh-yaW?"  aakl  Nigel-"  But  I  need 
001  ask  what  drove  you  to  such  a  pmch." 

'  It  waana  sae  much  the  want  o'  siller,  my  Lord 
Nttd»'*  aaklRiohiiv  with  aaair  of  ayMBrawauttiMb- 


Andnv 


ano&  **for  I  was  no  aaa  riMotefe  without  maana,  if 
whilk  mair  anon ;  but  I  tboimht  I  wad  never  wan  i 
saxpence  sterling  on  ane  of  tnehr  aaucy  chamberliiai 
at  a  hostelry,  sae  lang  aa  I  could  aleep  fresh  and  Has 
in  a  fair,  dry,  apring  night.  Mony  a  time  when  I 
hae  come  hame  ower  late,  and  faimd  the  Wesl^Port 
steekit,  and  the  waiter  ill-willy,  I  have  gan'd  the  sex- 
ton of  St.  Cuthbert'a  oalf-ward  serve  me  for  mf 
Suarters.  But  then  there  are  dainty  green  enflfia 
it.  Cuthbert'a  kirk-yard,  where  ane  may  aleep  « 
if  they  were  m  a  downrbed,  (ill  they  bear  the  lavrodt 
singing  up  in  the  air  as  high  as  the  Castle;  whooa 
and  behokl  theae  London  kirk-yarda  are  cauaoyed 
with  through-stanes,  panged  bard  and  fast  thcgitha; 
amih  my  doak  being  aomething  thread-bare,  mad* 
but  a  thin  mattreaa,  ao  I  was  fam  to  mve  up  my  M 
before  every  limb  about  me  waa  eripplea.  Dead  Mb 
may  sleep  yonder  sonnd  enow,  but  deil  haet  else.* 

'*  And  what  became  of  you  next  T  aaid  hia  maiMr. 

*'  I  jist  took  to  a  canny  hulk-head,  aa  they  et'  umd 
here :  that  ia,  the  boarda  on  the  tap  of  their  bin  d* 
outanota  of  atalla  and  bootha,  and  there  I  slecptM 
sound  as  if  I  waa  in  a  caatle.  Not  bat  t  wai  dii; 
turbed  with  aome  of  the  ni8^^w^king  aueam 
swaggering  billies,  but  when  they  found  there 
nothing  to  be  Rot  by  me  but  a  alaah  of  my  Ani 
Ferrara,  they  bid  me  good-night  for  a  beggarly  Soolj 
and  I  waa  eVen  weel  pleaaed  to  be  aae  catfp  rid  o' 
them.  And  in  the  morning,  I  cam  daikering  hen^ 
but  Bad  wark  I  had  to  find  the  way,  for  I  had  beca 
eaat  as  for  as  the  place  they  ca*  Mile-End,  ihoaghit 
is  mair  like  aax-mile-end."  .  . 

'*  Well,  Richie,'*  anawered  Nigel,  **!  am  ghdiB 
this  haa  ended  ao  wdl--go  get  aomething  to  eat  I 
am  aure  you  need  it«" 

"  In  troth  do  I,  tif**  replfed  Monipliea ;  "  bdt,  ifiDi 
your  lordahip'a  leavr*— — 

**  Forget  the  lordship  for  the  present,  Richie,  u  I 
have  often  tokl  you  before." 

"Faith,"  replied  Richie,  "  I  could  wed  forget  diit    i 
your  honour  waa  a  ford,  but  then  I  behoved  to  ianp    { 
that  1  am  a  lord's  man,  and  that'a  not  ao  eaay.   But    j 
however,"  he  added,  aaaiating  his  deacri^tion  wiui 
the  thumb  and  the  two  fbrefingars  of  hia  nght  hand, 
thrust  out  aOer  the  foshion  of  a  bird'a  daw,  while  the    i 
little  finger  and  ring-finger  were  dosed  upon  um    , 
pahn.  "  to  the  Court  I  went,  and  my.  friend  that  pn- 
mieed  me  a  sight  of  hia  Majeaty's  most  graeions  pre- 
aenee,  waa  aa  gude  as  his  word,  and  ciorried  memio 
the  back  ofiftcea,  where  I  got  the  best  breakfost  I  haw 
had  since  we  came  here^  and  it  did  me  gude  for  um 
rest  of  the  day ;  for  aa  to  what  I  have  eaten  m  ttui 
accursed  town,  it  ia  aye  sauced  with  the  disqnetDW 
thought  that  it  maun  (w  paid  for.    After  a',  there  wsi 
but  beef  banee  and  fkt  brose;  but  king's  caafl,  fwr 
honour  kenf,  ia  better  than  iUier  folk's  oonjit 
ony  rate,  it  was  a*  m  fiwe  awmona.— But  I  aee^  .m 
added,  atoppmg  abort,  "that your  honour  wazei im- 
patient" 

"  By  no  means,  Richie,"  sakl  the  yornig  nobleiniai 
with  an  air  of  reaignation,  for  hewdl  knew  hisdonwS' 
tic  would  not  mend  hia  pace  for  goading ;  "  pnann^ 
Buffered  enough  in  the  embaaay  to  have  a  right  to 
tell  the  atory  in  your  own  way.  Only  let  me  pwy 
for  the  name  of  the  friend  who  was  to  intredoee  yop 
into  the  King's  presence.  Yon  were  very  mypwj 
oua  on  the  subject,  when  yon  undertoolu  throaf^  ■■ 
means,  to  have  the  Sopplieatran  pot  into  hia  Majesty  i 
own  handa,  ainoe  those  sent  heretofore,  I  have  emfT 
reason  to  think,  went  no  farther  than  his  aecntt* 

"Wed,  my  lord  "  aaid  Richie,  "I  did  not  tofliw 
his  name  and  quality  at  firet,  because  I  thought  yea 
would  be  affronted  at  the  like  o*  him  having. to  do  ifl 
your  lordship's  aflaira.  But  mony  a  man  climbs  i9 
m  court  by  waur  hdp.  It  was  fuat  Laune  Linkla(«r, 
one  of  the  yeomen  of  the  kitchen,  that  waa  my  »' 
thcr's  apprentice  lang  ayne."  ^  ... 

"  A  yeoman  of  the  Kitdicn—a  acolifon  r  eMttiBMO 
Lord  Nigol,  pacing  the  room  in  displeaaore.  „   „  .  , 

"  But,  considor,  sir  "  said  Richie,  compoaedly,  thai 


Cmji9.  m.] 


THE  IfORTCNES  OP  NIGEL. 


19 


shil/B  sake  and  for  mine,  and  specially  for  his  ain 
Bake,  being  a  friendly  lad,  yet  your  lordsiiro  must  con- 
sider, that  a  scullion,  if  a  yeoman  of  the  King's  most 
royal  kitchen  may  be  called  a  BcuUiot^  may  weel  rank 
with  a  master-cook  elsewhere:  bemg  that  king's 
caufC  as  1  said  before,  is  better  than" 

"  You  are  rieht,  and  I  was  wrong,"  said  the  young 
nobleman.  "  I  have  no  choice  of  means  of  making 
my  case  known,  so  that  they  be  honest." 

*'  Laurie  is  as  honest  a  lad  as  ever  lifted  a  ladle," 
said  lUchie:  "not  but  what  I  dare  to  say  he  can  lick 
X9  fingers  like  other  folk,  and  reason  good.  But,  m 
fine,  for  I  see  your  honour  is  waxing  impatient,  he 
brought  me  to  the  palace,  where  a*  was  astir  for  the 
King  going  out  to  hunt  or  hawk  on  Blackheath^  I 
tUnk  they  caM  it.  And  there  was  a  horse  stood  with 
all  the  quarries  about  it,  a  bonny  gray  as  ever  was 
foaled ;  and  the  saddle  and  the  stirrups,  and  the  curb 
and  bit,  o'  burning  gowd,  or  silver  gilded  at  least ; 
and  down,  sir.  came  the  King,  with  all  his  nobles, 
dressed  out  in  his  hunting-suit  of  green,  doubly  laced, 
tnd  laid  down  with  gowd.  I  minded  thy  very  fiice  o' 
him,  though  if  was  lang  since  I  saw  him.  But  my 
tertie,  lad,  thought  1,  times  are  changed  since  ye  came 
fleeing  down  the  backstairs  of  auld  Holvrood-House, 
in  grit  fear,  having  your  breeks  in  your  hand  without 
time  to  put  them  on,  and  Frank  Stewart,  the  wild 
Eari  of  Both  well,  hard  at  your  haunches ;  and  if  auld 
Loid  Glenvarioch  hadna  cast  his  mantle  about  his 
mn,  and  taken  bluidv  wounds  mair  than  ane  in  Vour 
behalf,  yon  wald  not  nave  craw'd  sae  crouse  this  day; 
lod  so  saying,  I  could  not  but  think  your  lordship's 
afficatjon  could,  not  be  less  than  most  acceptable ; 
tod  so  I  banged  in  among  the  crowd  of  lords.  Laurie 
lho«ffht  me  mad,  and  held  me  by  the  cloak -lap  till 

thedoth  rave  in  his  hand;  and  so  I  banged  in  right 
before  the  King  just  as  he  mounted,  and  crammed  the 
Si/flicarion  into  his  hand,  and  he  opened  it  like  in 
smaze;  and  just  as  he  saw  the  first  line,  I  was  mind- 
ril  to  make  a  reverence,  and  I  had  the  ill  luck  to  hit 
hn  jand  o'  a  beast  on  the  nose  with  my  hat,  and  scaur 
the  creature,  and  she  swarvod  aside,  and  the  King, 
that  sits  na  mickle  better  than  a  drafi-pock  on  the 
saddle,  was  like  to  have  gotten  a  clean  coup,  and  that 
might  have  cost  my  craig  a  ra^ng— and  he  flung 
down  the  naper  amang  tho  beast's  feet,  and  cried, 
Away  wf  the  fiiuse  loon  that  brought  it  i   And  they 

Sripprt  me,  and  cried  Treason  ;  and  I  thought  of  the 
ntnvens  that  were  dirked  in  their  ain  house,  for,  it 
may  be,  as  small  a  forfeit.  However,  thcv  spak  only 
of  sooarging  me,  and  had  me  away  to  the  porter's 
lodge  to  try  the  tawse  on  my  back,  and  I  was  crying 
mercy  as  loud  as  I  rould :  and  the  King,  when  he  had 
rioted  himsell  on  the  saddle,  and  gathered  his  breath, 
cned  to  do  me  nae  harm ;  for,  saidne,  he  is  ane  of  our 
ain  Norland  stots,  I  ken  by  the  towt  of  him,— and 
they  a*  lonajhed  and  rowied  loud  eneugh.  And  then 
be  said,  Gie  him  a  copy  of  the  Proclamation,  and  let 
him  go  down  to  the  North  by  the  next  light  collier, 
bdbre  wanr  come  o't.  So  they  let  me  go,  and  rode 
ont,  a'  sni^ering,  laughing,  and  rounding  in  ilk  ither*8 
hi^s.  A  sair  life  I  had  wr  Laurie  Linklater ;  for  ho 
laid  it  wad  be  the  ruin  of  him.  And  then,  when  I  told 
hhn  it  was  in  vour  matter,  he  said  if  he  had  known 
before  he  would  have  risked  a  scauding  for  you,  be- 
caosc  he  minded  the  brave  old  Loixl.  your  father.  And 
then  he  showed  how  I  suld  have  done,— and  that  I 
•aid  have  held  up  my  hand  to  my  brow,  as  if  the 
mndeur  of  the  Itmg  and  his  horsc-graitb  thogitbcr 
nad  cisten  the  glaiks  in  myeen,  and  mair  jackn»iaf)o 
tricks  I  suld  hne  played.  in.««tead  of  offering  the  Siffii- 
cation,  he  said,  as  it  I  had  been  bringing  guts  to  a 
bear.*  *  For^*  said  he,  *  Richie,  die  Kmg  is  a  weel- 
oatured  and  jnsit  man  of  his  ain  kindly  nature,  bnt  he 
has  a  wheen  maggots  that  maun  be  cannily  guided ; 

*  I  ta  eertain  this  pnid«ntial  adviee  h  not  orisinal  on  Mr. 
tjAlal«r*i  mrr.  bvt  I  bri  riot  at  prmient  ahlo  to  prodaee  my  au* 
Ihorftr.  I  ttiint;  it  araoHfiUsd  to  thi>,  that  Janieii  flung  down  a 
Nlali«n  preaentad  bj  aome  wpplicnnt  who  paid  no  comnlio 
BKtrts  to  >itf  hor«».  and  expre»io<l  no  admiration  at  tlio  ipien* 
4ov  of  hia  ftjrnirure,  rajrinc,  "Shall  i^  kin^  cumber  himaelf 
aktMt  the  petition  of  a  bemr.  while  the  berfar  dinrofAfda  tho 
kaag^aplaiuloar?''  It  hi,  I  think,  Sir  John  H arriovton  who  n>- 
aamnwnde,  a«  a  rare  moda  U>  Uie  kinc'a  Ikvour,  to  praiae  the 
pMta  9t tlw  ruyml  indfroy. 


and  then  Richie,*  savs  he,  in  a  very  laigh  tone.  *I 
woiild  tell  it  to  nane  but  a  wise  man  uke  yoursell,  out 
the  King  has  them  about  him  wad  corrupt  an  angel 
from  heaven ;  but  I  could  have  gi'en  you  avisement 
how  to  have  guided  him,  but  now  it's  like  after  meat 
mustard.'— 'Awed,  aweel,  Laurie,'  said  I,  *it  mw  be 
as  you  say :  but  rince  I  am  clear  of  the  tawse  and  the 
porter's  lodge,  sifflicate  wha  like,  deil  hae  Richie  Mo  « 
niplies  if  he  come  sifflicatine  here  again.'— And  so 
away  I  came,  and  I  wasna  far  by  the  Temple  Port, 
or  Bar,  or  whatever  they  ca'  it,  when  I  met  with  thjs 
misadventure  that  I  tauld  you  of  before." 

"Well,  my  honest  Richie,"  said  Lord  Nigel,  '*your 
attempt  was  well  meant,  and  not  so  ill  conducted,  J 
think,  as  to  have  deserved  so  bad  an  issue;  but  go  W 
your  heef  and  mustard,  and  we'll  talk  of  the  rest 
afterwanis."  ,    . 

**  There  is  nae  mair  to  be  spoken,  sir,"  said  his  fol- 
lower, "except  that  I  met  ane  very  honest,  fair-spoken, 
weel-put-on  gentleman,  or  rather  burgher,  as  J  think, 
that  was  in  the  whigmaleery  man's  hackshop;  and 
when  he  learned  wha  I  was,  behold  he  was  a  kindly 
Scot  himsell,  and,  what  is  more,  a  town's-baim  o'  the 
gude  town^  and  he  behoved  to  compel  me  to  take  this 
Portugal  piece,  to  drink,  forsooth— my  certie,  thought 
"!,  we  Tier  *     ■      -  -i,     .  ..        i  ,         .      - 


I,  we  Tien  better,  for  we  will  eat  it— and  he  spoke  of 
paying  your  lordship  a  visit."       « 

You  did  not  tell  him  where  I  lived,  you  knave  1*' 
sakl  the  Lorjj  Nigel,  angrily.  "'Sdeath  I  I  shall  havo 
every  clownish  buigher&om  Edinburgh  come  to  gazo 
on  my  distress,  ana  pay  a  shilling  for  having  seen  the 
Motront  of  the  poor  Noble  I" 

'*TeU  him  where  you  lived  1"  said  Richie,  evading 
the  question :  "  How  could  I  tell  him  what  I  kendna 
mysein  If  I  had  minded  the  name  of  the  wynd,  I 
need  not  have  slept  in  the  kirkyard  yestreen." 

"  See,  then,  that  you  give  no  one  notice  of  our  lodg- 
ing,", said  the  young  nobleman;  "those  ^nth  who^i 
I  have  business  I  can  meet  at  Paul's,  or  in  the  Court 
of  Requests." 

"  This  is  steeking  the  stable-door  when  the  steed 
is  stolen,"  thought  Rvhie  to  himself;  "but  I  must 
put  him  on  another  pin." 

So  thinking,  he  asked  the  young  lord  whst  was  in 
the  Proclamation  which  he  still  held  folded  in'  his 
hand ;  "for,  having  little  time  to  spell  at  iL"  said  he, 
"  your  lordship  well  knows  I  ken  nought  aboat  it  but 
the  grand  blazon  at  the  tap^-the  lion  has  gotten  a 
claught  of  our  old  Scottish  shield  now,  but  it  was  as 
weel  upheld  when  it  had  a  unkorn  on  ilk  side  of  it." 

Lord  Nigel  read  the  Proclanaation,  and  he  coloured 
deep  with  shame  and  indignation  as  ho  read ;  for  the 
purport  was,  to  his  Injured  feelings,  like  the  pouring 
of  ardent  spirits  upon  a  recent  wound. 

"Whatdeil's  in  the  paper,  my  lord  T'  said  Richie, 
unabib  to  suppress  his. curiosity  as  he  observed  his 
master  change  colour;  *'  I  wadna  ask  such  a  thing, 
only  the  Proclamation  is  not  a  private  thing,  but  is 
meant  for  a'  men's  hearing." 

"  It  is  faideed  meant  for  all  men's  hearing;"  replied 
Lord  Nigel,  "and  it  proclaims  the  shame  of  our 
country,  and  the  ingratitude  of  oiu*  Prince.'* 

"  Now  the  Lord  preserve  us  1  and  to  publish  it  in 
London,  too !"  ejaculated  Moniplies.  . .     . . 

"Hark  ye,  Richard,"  said  Nigel  Olifaunt,  "in  tWs 
paper  the  Lords  of  the  Council  set  fortth  that,  hi  ooq- 
siaeration  of  the  resort  of  klle  persons  oi  low  condition 
forth  ftom  his  Maiesty's  kingdom  of  Scoilnid  to  hi! 
English  Court— filling  the  same  with  their  suits  and 
supplications,  and  dishonouring  the  royal  presence 
with  their  base^  poor,  and  beggarly  persons^  to  the 
disgrace  of  their  country  in  the  estimation  of  the 
English:  these  areto;>rohibit  the  skippers,  masters 
of  vessels,  and  others,  m  every  part  of  Scotland,  from 
bringing  such  miserable  creatures  up  to  Court,  under 
pain  of  fine  and  imprisonment.' " 

"I  m^rie  the  skipper  took  us  on  board,"  sakl  ffichie. 

"  Tlien  you  need  not  marvel  bow  you  are  to  get  back 
again,"  said  Lord  Nigel,  "for  here  is  a  clause  whioli 
savs,  that  such  klle  suitors  are  to  be  transported  baek 
to  Scotland  at  his  Majesty's  expense,  and  punished 
for  their  andacity  with  stripe%  stocking,  or  mearcera* 
tion,  according  to  then'  dements—that  is  to  sa>  I  top* 
t  MMHa-PappetilKw. 
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jMMe,  according  to  the  deme  of  didr  poverty,  for  I 
fee  no  other  demerit  specmed.'* 

"  This  will  scarcely,   said  Richie,  **  square  with  our 
old  proverb—    ^  ^  ^^^  ^ 
*AEiot>Qiee 
flhoold  fiTt  ffiiM'— 

But  what  says  the  paper  farther,  my  lord  7" 

**0,  only  a  small  clause  which  especially  concerns 
lis,  making  some  still  heavier  denunciations  against 
'those  suitors  who  shall  be  so  bold  as  to  approach  the 
Court,  under  pretext  of  seeking  payment  of  old  debts 
due  to  them  ov  the  King;  which,  the  paper  states,  is, 
of  all  species  of  importumty,  that  which  is  most  odious 
to  his  Majesty."* 

**The  King^  has  neighbours  m  that  mattisr,"  said 
Richie ;  "  but  it  is  not  every  one  that  can  shift  off  that 
sort  ofcattle  so  easily  as  he  does." 

Their  conversation  was  here  interrupted  by  a  |^nock- 
Ing,  at  the  door.  Olifoimt  looked  out  at  the  wmdow, 
aiia  saw  an  eUerly  respectable  person  whom  he  knew 
not  Richie  also  peeped,  and  recognisedL  but,  recog- 
nising, chose  not  to  acknowledge,  his  niend  of  the 
prececnng  evening.  Afraid  that  nis  share  in  the  vist 
might  be  detected,  he  made  hts  escape  out  of  the 
apartment  under  pretext  of  going  to  nis  breakfast ; 
and  left  their  landlady  the  task  of  ushering  Master 
George  into  Lord  Nigel's  apartment,  which  she  per- 
formed with  much  courtesy. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Ar,  sir,  ttie  donted  shoe  hath  ofttimet  craft  ia't, 

Am  nyt  thenutic  proverb ;  and  your  citinn. 

Ia't  rrofram  mIl  gotd  ehain,  and  well-blaok'd  ahoaa, 

Baan  UDdar  hia  flat  eap  ofUhna*  a  brain 

Wuar  than  bun»  banaath  tha  cap  and  Aatber, 

Or  aaathM  within  the  atatannan'f  velvet  ni«^teap. 


Tea  young  Scottish  nobleman  received  the  citizen 
with  distant  politeness  expressing  that  sort  of  re- 
serve by  which  those  of  the  higher  ranks  are  some- 
times willing  to  make  a  plebeian  sensible  that  he  is 
an  intruder,  ^ut  Master  Greorge  seemed  ndther  dis- 
pleased nor  disconcerted.  He  assumed  me  chair, 
which,  in  deference  to  his  re8i>ectable  appearance. 
Lord  Nigel  offered  to  him,  and  said,  after  a  moment's 
pause,  during  which  he  had  looked  attentively  at  the 
young  mail,  with  respect  not  unmingled  with  emo- 
tion—"You  will  forgive  me  for  this  rudeness,  my 
lord;  but  I  was  endeavouring  to  trace  in  youryouth- 
ftd  cotmtenance  the  features  of  my  goo4  old  lord, 
your  excellent  father." 

There  was  a  moment's  pause  ere  young  Glcnvar- 
loch  replied,  still  with  a  reserved  manner,— "I  have 
been  reckoned  like  my  father,  air ;  and  am  happy  to 
9ee  any  one  that  respects  his  memoiy.  But  the  bu- 
wiess  which  calls  me  to  this  city  is  of  a  hasty  as  well 
as  a  private  nature  and**— —       . 

"I  understand  the  hint,  my  lori'*  iaid  Master 
Geoige,  "  and  would  not  be  giiilty  or  long  detsining 

Ml  £rom  buainesa,  or  more  agreeable  conversation, 
.iy  errand  is  almost  done  when  I  have  said,  that  my 
name  is  Georse  Heriot,  warmly  befHended,  and  ih- 
troduced  into  tne  employment  ot  the  Royal  Family  of 
Sf  otland,  mors  than  twenty  years  since,  bv  your  ex- 
.tellent  father;  and  that,  learning  from  a  follower  of 

iUTiiMr  ■■      ■■■■■'   ^      ..■..■■..  '  ,  .  iy]y 

iLtdfldnrJ  ttli:    Klfir  ftt  ilrsi  Ct'lTHnS   llfii;  f-y^    '<(  ^TdlliinJ,  "  buL,*' 

'MFintcburno,  "vrtiirJi,  thrciu^H  hin  >i/thnk  ncirn,  iLke  aduant 
a^irinx  vrtirti  fuund  tti\i  crc^Minf  [tjf,  'J>'i2(?i3.''  Vut  il  ji  ccritiilii 
from  In^  T*mtibi»  at  i^riaclAm^imi\i  ]t\ihU*heii  by  Uiu  Privy  Omn^ 
cil  In  tacnttQcidr  B'nd  bnASiits  m%tk»  of  tlip  Kinn'i  own  ctt'Ctian, 
thm  hfl  wei  Hinmltifo  of  tho  wtmla  im^onvftnionctii  nnA  uapopd^ 
lariry  attaqdinc  the  impurtttnab?  ctQwii  orcliin»p«ciAbLa  luiurn, 
ud  aadBniKMJj  ttt  (ct  rid  <ir  ihdTTi  u  his  Souihcrn  itibjocu  coold 
pa.  Bat  it  Wii  ia  v^jii  ttiaUiUM/vi^^iity  qriu^dwitti  hitScoitith 
"  Mil  *n  the  ri(#rrrpfct  ti\«y  v.*i*  briiieiiir  cm  tliusr  antiw 
i!ijruideo'nuvitf».  hf  etL-anfiK  itw  Enrlrnl^  to  iuppoM  Oion 
„:„j  no  wBlE-nDTturcHl  or  ihdci}.)cni|i;nt  tfcntry  in  Scuunnd,  i\tty 
vho  ptetenlctd  LJj«aiiKtiref  b<^tnf,  in  Iha  opinion  audi  cuncsii  of 
all  balioldori,  **biit  idilt  nu^Uf,  Add  p4>ar  DiJBcrBbtB  hocliui,"^ 
I{  wu  evun  m  Tain  I  ha  I  Lhfl  vi»«rEi  whioK  brvUftii  ap  Ihit  on- 
^in;Vr>uin<  iviric«  ofTxtitiuiiDrt  ^cte  ttireslatwd  wiUi  Aim  tod  oan- 
flicatlun ;  linn  undkimttd  luitDri  c^Atinued  bA  pmiforwerdtatit], 


Jty 


■■CBmull  b  Mitn  utru BUI 'xcu  nvikviB  ^»iii u ■iwav  wkw  tnumm  tvt  wr m' trnt-mit'^. 

fequinnf  [iiymnnLor  "  tutd  cffCuj  iluD  to  iJiem  by  ih«  Kinjt," 
vbLcly.  It  ii  otvKi^^  wilh  gtvilnaiaete,**  1».  of  nilkindmnr  im- 


jaan  that  yoor  loniship  was  m  tMsotif  in  prowa 
tion  of  some  business  oT  importance,  it  is  mj  (h^,- 
it  is  my  pleasure,— to  wait  on  the  son  of  my  rcspectefl 
patron ;  and,  as  I  am  somewhat  known  both  il  tin 
court  and  in  the  city,  to  offer  him  such  aid  in  tW 
fmrthering  of  his  hfbin,  as  my  credit  and  eipcrieBGi 
ntny  be  able  to  afford." 

'*  I  linve  no  doubt  of  either.  Master  Heriot,"  mi 
L^ri  Ni^l,  "  and  I  thank  you  heartily,  for  the  good- 
Will  wiiJj  which  you  have  placed  thematastiuifli'i 
di^o^al ;  but  my  business  at  court  is  done  andcodci 
ana  I  intend  to  leave  London^  and,  mdeed, the ia> 
and,  for  tbreign  travel  and  military  service  I  may 
add.  ilmt  the  auddenneas  of  my  deDamux  UBoam 
niv  httvinglittle  time  at  my  disposal." 

Master  Heriot  did  not  take  the  hint,  but  ntliut 
with  an  embarrassed  countenance,  however,  lib  on 
who  had  aomething  to  say  that  he  knew  not  eiad|f 
how  to  make  efi*ectuaL  At  length  he  said,  with  i 
dubious  smile,  "  You  are  fortunate,  my  lord,  ia  tef* 
ing  BO  soon  despatched  your  business  st  cost 
Tour  talkiiig  landlady  inarms  me  you  hawkaji 
but  a  fortnight  in  this  city.  It  is  usually  monniij 
years  ere  the  Court  and  a  suitor  shakiB  haodiai 
part." 

"My  business,**  said  Lord  NigeL  with.a  bwilr 
which  was  intended  to  stop  farther  diacusnon,  n 
summarily  despatched.'* 

Still  Master  Heriot  remained  seated,  and  tMi 
was  a  cordial  good-humour  added  to  tberevereMi 
of  hia  appearance,  which  rendered  it  inposs^je  n 
Lord  Nigel  to  be  more  explicit  in  requesuog  hii  ab- 
sence. .,  , 

"  Your  lordship  has  not  yet  had  time,**  sud  m 
citizen,  still  atteropdng  to  sustain  the  convenatua 
"to  visit  the  places  of  amusement,— the  play-houMi 
and  other  placea  to  which  youth  resort.  But  I  sees 
your  lordship's  hand  one  of  the  new-invented  rifW 
of  the  piece, t  which  they  hand  about  of  late-Mi!l 
ask  what  play  7" 

"  Oh  I  a  well-known  piece/*  said  Lord  r»»4  « 
patiently  throwing  down  the  Proclamation,,TODM 
had  hitherto  been  twisting  to  and  fro  in  Wm- 
"an  excellent  and  well-approved  piece- 4 ^w 
TFw  to  Pay  Old  DebUJ  '*  .       „  .v. 

Maater  Heriot  stooped  down^  sayin&  Abivt 
old  acquaintance,  Philip  Mas8inger;"l>nt  wm 
opened  the  paper  and  seen  the  piuport,  he  fookaii 


^^ paper  and  seen  the  piijix>rt,  he  tooWj 

Lord  Nigel  with  surprise,  saying,  I  trust  ywf  »* 
ship  does  not  think  this  protubitjon  can  extend  oiMr 
to  your  person  or  your  claims  7"  ^. 

"I  should  scarce  have  thought  ao  myw^.  ■{■ 
the  younx  nobleman;  "but so  it  proves.  HnB^ 
jesty,  to  Close  this  discourse  at  once,  has  been  pkm*, 
to  send  me  this  Proclamation,  in  answer  to  t  Jfr 
■pectftil  Supplication  for  the  repayment  of  laigeloaBt 
advanced  by  my  fatfier  for  the  service  of  the  state,  ■ 
the  King's  utmost  emergencies."  ,..  .    ,__ 

"It  is  unpossible!"  said  the  dtiien— "it»  wf 
lutely  impossible  1— If  the  King  could  forget  JW 
was  due  to  your  lathci*s  memory,  still  he  wouM  nj 
have  wished— would  not,  I  may  say,  have  dared-nj 
be  BO  flagrantly  unjust  to  the  memory  of  suai  a  wn 
as  your  father,  who,  dead  in  the  body,  will  loDK  M 
in  the  memory  of  the  Scottish  people.'*  .^ 

"I  should  have  been  of  your  opinion,  .•jwwgj 
Lord  Nigel,  in  the  same  tone  as  before;  *DUt  toi| 
is  no  fighting  with  facts."  _      ..     .     i-i  Jl 

"  What  was  the  tenor  of  this  Supplication  T  ill 
Heriot;  "or  by  whom  was  it  present^  1  Sow 
thing  strange  there  must  have  been  in  the  Gontewp 
or  else" ,  ji 

"  You  may  see  my  original  draught,*'  said  theyoai 
lord,  taking  it  out  of  a  small  travelling  Btrofi«-o« 
"  the  techmcal  part  is  by  my  lawyer  m  ScotuoftJ 
skilful  and  sensible  man ;  the  rest  is  my  own,  dran 
I  hope,  wkh  due  deference  and  modesty.*  . 

Master  Heriot  hastily  cast  his  eye  over  the  draagj 
"Nothing,"  he  said,  ^* can  be  more  weDtieinwiJ 
and  respectftiL  Is  it  possible  the  King  can  b«« 
treated  this  petition  with  contempt  f        .,      «  a 

"He  threw  it  down  on  the  pavement,"  ssiotf 
Lord  of  Oienvarloch,  "  and  sent  me  for  answer  im 
t  Maaoint,  prabaUy.plarbilU. 


AmianMiioni  in  whieli  hb  tbmm  me  wStk  thepmi* 
MTt  fend  mendicaota  fiom  SootltixL  ^"^  dia^aoe 
litf  ooart  in  the  eyea  of  the  proud  Ei^^fieh— thst  is  all. 
fiiKi  noC  my  (tther  acodd  by  hjm  with  hearL  sword, 
and  fiMTtotte;  he  mkfat  nft*«r  have  aeaa  the  Court  of 
Enriand  hinselZ^^ 

''^ut  by  whom  waa  this  supplication  preseotad,  my 
MiV  saai  Heriot;  '\Sor  the  distaste. takoi  at  tha 


will  sometimes  ezlead  itself  to  the  i 

^Br  my  aervant,"  said  the  Lord  Ni|;el}  "by  the 
nao  yon  miw,  and,  I  think,  were  kind  to." 

"  By  your  servant,  my  lord  Y*  said  the  citixen  t  **  he 
Mms  a  ahrewd  CoUow,  and  doubtleas  a  faithful ;  but 

'"'^Vottwi^  say,"  said  Lord  NM,  <*heianoflt 
fMsaenger  to  a  King's  presence  7— Surelv  he  is  not  s 
Mt  what  could  I  do  ?  Every  attem|>t  I  bad  made  (o 
Isy  my  case  before  the  King  had  miscarried,  and  my 
peiitiaiia  sot  no  (arthetr  than  the  budgeta  of  clerks 
•ad  secretanes :  this  fellow  pretended  be  had.a  friend 
■ilhs  hduaehold  that  would  biing  him  to  the  King's 

\^l«dBratand^"  said  Heiiot;  "but,  my  kwd,  why 
■hoild  fov  not,  u  right  of  your  rank  and  birth,  have 
appcanl  at  oowt,  and  reauued  an  audisMs^  which 
ewU  aoi^va  been  denied  to  you  T' 

IV  yowg  lord  blushed  a  little^  and  looked  at  his 
m%  vhish  was  r&y  plain;  and,  though  m  perfect 
9S0imdtr,  had  the  appearance  of  havng  seen  ssr- 
fw, 

.  "Iknow  not  why  I  should  be  ashamed  of  speak* 
■g  d»  truth."  he  said,  after  a  momentary  besita- 
00%-  I  had  no  dresa  suitable  for  appearing  at 
mm,  I  am  detenmned  to  incur  no  ezpenaes  which 
ifliaot  discharge;  and  I  think  you,  sir,  woukl  not 
mm  me  to  atand  at  the  palace-door,  in  person,  and 
r  petition,  along  with  thoae  who.  are  in  very 
ling  their  necessity,  and  begging  an  alms.^' 
!iat  had  been,  indeed,- unseemly,"  said  theciti* 
101  {  **  but  yet,  my  lord,  my  mina  tuns  stran^^y  that 
there  must  be  some  mistake.— Can  I  qpeak  with  your 
iomsetie  1" 

"I  see  little  good  it  can  dot,'*  answered  the  young 
M,  "but  the  interest  you  take  in  my  misfortunea 


sincere,  and  theraore" He  stampcMl  on 

the  floor,  and  m  a  few  aeconds  afterwards  Mooiplies 
ippearea,  wipinc  Aom  his  beard  and  mustaches  the 
ctmnbs  of  breaa,  and  the  fix>th  of  the  ale-pot,  which 
fltioly  showed  how  he  had  been  employed.—"  Will 
foor  fordahip grant  permisaon,"  said  Heriot,  "that 
1  sskyoor  groom  a  lew  questions  1" 

"  am  loRlship's  page,  Master  Gleoige^"  answered 
Momi>lies,  with  a  nod  of  acknowle^ment.  "  if  you 
an  mibded  to  mteak  according  to  the  letter." 

** Hold  your  aaucy  tongucy'^^said  his  master,  "and 
Kply  diatinctly  to  the  questions  yon  are  to  be  asked." 

^  And  iruish  if  it  like  your  pagaahip,"  said  the  dti- 
len,  "  for  you  may  remember  I  have  a  gift  to  discover 

**  Weel,  wee],  wael,"  replied  the  domestic,  some- 
•  what  embarrassed,  in  apiteof  hiseffirontery^"  though 
1  think  that  (he  son  of  truth  diat  serves  my  master, 
I  my  weel  aerve  ony  ane  elss." 

"^  Pages  lie  to  their  maaters  by  right  of  custom,^' 
[fid  the  citizens  **and  you  write  yourself  in  that 
f 'Mod,  chough  I  think  you  be  among  the  oldest  of  such 
ipringahis:  but  to  me  yon  must  speak  tmth,  if  you 
^•Noold  not  have  it  end  in  the  whippuig-post." 
*■  **  And  ihat'a  e'en  a  bail  resting-place,"  said  the 
r'VcU-grown  page ;  "  so  come  away  with  yoor  quea- 
Jiaaa,  Master  OBorge." 

t  ^  Well,  then,"  demanded  the  citizen,  "  I  am  given 
h%Baderstand  that  you  yesterday  presented  to  his 
lfc|isry*s  hand  a  supplication,  or  petition,  from  this 
.  taaooffable  lord,  your  master." 

"  Troth,  there's  nae  gainsaying  that  air."  replied 


.      . , ;  "  there  were  enow  to  see  it  liesides  me.' 

*trMnA  yon  pretend  that  his  Majesty  flung  it  from 
'Ml  with  contempt  T*  said  the  citizen.  "  Take  heed, 
w  I  have  means  of  knowing  the  truth ;  and  jrou 
^a  better  up  to  the  neck  in  the  Nor^Loch,  which 
'yafike  so  well,  than  tell  a  leasing  where  his  Ma- 
Jmr'»  name  in  eoiweaMd." 


"  Thera  it  iise 

the  matter,"  answered 
jesty  e'en  flung  it  6m& 


if  it  had  dirtied  ' 


^You  hear,  sir,"  said  Olifaunt,  addressing  HeriD^ 
"Hns^r  sakl  thasagaeisusatiftenf  "tSsfoUow 
not  ill  named— he  has  mora  plies  than  one  ia  Imi 


mora  plies 

cloak.-*^Uy.  fellow,"  for  Mompaea,  mutteiing  noma* 
what  about  flnishiag  his  bfeakiast,  was  beguminK  ta> 
shanUe  towards  the  door,  "  answer  me  this  faruMr 
Question— When  you  gave  your  master's  petition  la 
bis  Mi^Mty,  gave  you  nothing  with  ttl" 

"  On,  what  dumU  I  giva  wi'  it,  ye  kan,  1 
George  1" 

"Aatiswhatl<i 
interrogator. 


aadinaiBt  to  know,"  replied 


Wee),  ttien-^  am  not  fiee  to  aay,  that  maybal 
' rt  not  just  slip  into  the  King's  aand.a wee  fait 


ition  of  mine  ain,  along  with  my  lord't   . 

save  his  Majeaty  tronbia-and  that  ha  might  eooaidsr 
them  baith  at  anoe." 

"  A  auppheatioa  of  your  own,  yon  varlat  1"  said  hia 
master. 

"  On  dear,  ay.  nry  lord,"  aaid  Richie—"  puir  bodies 
hae  their  bits  (tf  sifllicatianB  aa  weel  aa  then-  bettefsi'* 

"  And  pny,  what  might  your  worshipftd jpetitioa 
mmortr'  said  Master  Heriol.--"  Nay,  for  Hsaven'a 
sake,  my  lord,  keep  ^rour  patieoce,  or  we  ahall  never 
learn  the  trath  of  this  strange  matter.— Speak  otiti 
sirrah,  and  I  will  stand  your  friend  with  my  lord." 

"  Irs  a  lanar  itory  to  tell-hut  the  maliot  is,  that 
it's  a  aer^M  of  an  auld  acconrot  doe  to  my  fiuher^ 
yestate  by  her  Majeaty  the  lung's  maiat  graciona 
mother,  when  she  uved  in  the  Oaatls^  and  had  ana 
diT  providings  and  fhmiahmgs  fbrth  of  our  booth,. 
wnilk  nae  doubt  waa  an  honour  .to  my  fhthsr  to  s^^ 
phr,  and  whflk,  doubtleaa,  it  will  ba  a  eredit  le  hia 
Majesty  to  satisfy,  as  it  will  ba  grit  eoavanienoa  tm . 
me  to  receive  the  saam." 

'  What  ttxmg  of  impertiiHaca  is  thisT'  said  his 

word  as  true  aa  e'er  John  Knox  apoktf," 
;  **  here's  the  bit  doable  of  the  sifflica* 


said  Bi< 
tion 


.  ^_^_  from  ths 
betwixt  his  teeth 
jesty'smaist 


Master  Geoige  took  a  cmmpled  pape 
fetiow's  handi  and  sakl,  mutterma  betws 

— " '  Humbly  snoweih— um— iim— his  Maj(    ,    

gracious  mother-^^m—um— justly  addebted  and  ow« 
ms  the  sum  of  fifteen  mefka— the  oompt  wheiesl 

followeth Twelve  nowte's  feet  for  jeOiea— ana 

lamb,  being  Christmas— ane  roasted  capm  fai  greesa 
for  the  phvT  chalmer,  when  my  Lord  of  Botnwell 
suppit  with  ner  Grace.*— I  think,  tmy  lord,  you  caa 
hainily  be  smprised  that  the  King  gave  this  petition  a 
brisk  reception ;  and  I  conclude,  Master  Psge,  that 
you  took  care  to  preaeat  your  own  aupplicatxm  bo^ 
fore  vour  master's  T' 

"  'Tioth  did  I  not,"  answend  Mbn^IiaB,  "  I  thsnoht 
to  have  given  my  lord's  first,  as  was  resson  guasf 
and  besides  that,  it  wad  have  redd  the  gate  for  my 
ain  little  bill.  But  what  wi'  the  dirdum  an'  confo^ 
aion.  an'  the  lonj>in  here  and  there  of  the  skeigfa  brttta 
of  a  oorse,  1  belisve  I  crammed  them  baith  into  hid 
hand  cheek-by^jowl,  and  maybe  my  ain  waa  buna* 
most :  and  say  there  was  aught  wrang,  I  am  aura  S 
had  a*  the  fr^ht  and  a'  the  risk" 

"  And  flhaU  have  all  the  beating,  you  rascal  knava" 
said  I%el ;"  am  I  to  be  fosulted  and  dishonoarsd  by 
your  pragmadoal  insolenee,  in  blending  yoar  bdka 
concerns  with  mine  ?" 

"  Nay,  aay,  nay,  my  lord,"  aaid  the  good-hmnoof* 
ed  citiien.  interposing,  "  I  have  been  tho  means  of 
bringing  the  fellow's  bluoder  to  tight— aUow  me  in* 
terest  enough  with  your  iordahip  to  be  bail  for  hia 
bones.  You  have  cause  to  be  angry,  but  still  I  think 
the  knave  mistook  more  out  of  conceit  thsn  of  pnr- 
pose ;  and  I  judge  you  will  have  the  better  service  ol 
nim  another  time,  if  you  overiook  thia  fnilt— Gat  yoa 
gon&  sirrah— I'll  meike  your  peace." 


"Na,  na."  said  Monipbea,  keepmg  hia  groand 
firmly,  "  if  he  likes  to  strike  a  lad  that  has  followed 
him  for  pure  love,  for  I  think  there  baa  been  littla 
servant'e  fee  between  us,  a'  the  way  free  Scotlandi 
juat  let  my  knd  be  domft  fnd  •§»  the  cndk  ha  will 
26* 


B  tfotthnnm  op  vmoXj, 


ipunir 


gM  by  it— tnd  I  wwdfl  nther  (monr  thanks  to  you 
^OB^  Master  Geom)  atand  by  a  fick  of  his  baton, 
tkan  It  aulde'er  be  said  a  stranger  came  between  vs." 

**  Go,  then,"  said  his  master,  "  and  get  out  of  my 
mAC 

^^  Aweel  I  wot  that  is  sane  donc^"  said  Monipliee, 
Bstirins  slowly  i  *'  I  did  not  oome  widiout  I  had  oeen 
oa'd^)(~«na  I  wad  have  been  away  half  an  hour 
flinoe  with  my  mde  will,  ^nly  Maister  Geoige  keepit 
me  to  answer  his  intenx)gation,  forsooth,  and  that 
has  made  a'  this  stir." 

And  80  he  made  his  grumblmg  exit,  with  the  tone 
much  rather  of  one  who  nas  sustained  an  injury,  than 
who  has  done  wrong. 

.  "  There  never  was  a  man  soplsgued  asl  am  with 
a  malapert  knave  I-^The  Mow  is  shrewd,  and  I  have 
finmd  him  feithAi^I  believe  he  loves  me,  too,  and  he 
has  given  prooft  of  it-^but  then  he  is  so  uplifted  in 
Us  own  conceit,  so  self-willed,  and  so  self-opinioned, 
that  he  seems  to  become  the  master  and  I  the  man ; 
and  whatever  blunder  he  commits,  he  is  sure  to  make 
as  loud  complaints^  as  if  the  whole  eiror  lay  with  me, 
and  m  no  desrae  with  himself." 

**  Cherish  nim,  and  maintain  him,  nevertheless," 
said  the  citiaen ;  "  lor  believe  my  gray  hairs,  that 
aiEKtxm  and  fidelity  are  now  rarer  quahties  in  a  ser- 
vitor, than  when  the  world  was  younger.  Vet,  tnist 
Inn^  my  good  lord,  with  no  commission  above  his 
birtn  or  breeding,  ibr  you  see  yourself  hpw  it  may 
chance  to  fail" 

"  It  is  but  too  evident  Master  Heriot,"  said  the 
voung  nobleman ;  "  and  i  am  sorry  I  have  done  in- 
nstioe  to  my  sovereign,  and  your  master.  But  I  am, 
like  a  true  Scotsmaivwise  behind  hand— the  mistake 
has  bappened-^ny  Supplication  has  been  refused, 
and  my  only  resource  is  to  employ  the  rest  of  my 
means  to  carry  Moniplies  and  myself  to  some  ooun- 
Isrscaip,  and  die  in  the  battie-iront  like  my  ances- 
tors." 

'  **  It  wets  better  to  live- and  serve  your  country  like 
your  noble  father,  my  lord,"  replied  Master  George. 
'*  Nay,  nav,  never  look  down  or  shake  your  headf— 
the  King  has  not  reflised  yout  Supplication,  for  he 
has  not  seen  it^yon  ask  out  justice,  and  that  his 
lilace  obliges  him  to  give  to  his  subjects-«y,  my  lord, 
and  I  will  say  that  his  natural  temper  doth  in  this 
hold  bias  with  his  duty." 

^  "  I  were  well  pleased  to  think  so,  and  yet" 

said  Nigel  Olifaunt,— "I  speak  not  of  my  own 
wrongs,  out  my  country  hath  many  that  are  unre* 


maybe  merited,"  antwered  N!geL  still  with  soma » 
"      '*     "   '         howl  have  c' 


serve}  '*vet  I  hardly  know  1 
interest." 

**  First  let  me  satisfy  you  that  it  is  fesJL"  said  the 
citizen ;  "  I  blame  you  not  iut  being  unwilfing  to  ct»> 
dit  the  fair  professions  of  a  stranger  in  my  inicriar 
ol^  of  society,  when  you  have  met  so  little  friend- 
ship from  relations,  and  those  of  your  own  rank, 
bound  to  have  asnsted  you  by  so  many  ties.  But 
mark  the  cause.  There  is  a  mortgage  over  yoor  &• 
ther's  extensive  estate,  to  the  amountof  4&000  meiki^ 
due  ostensibly  to  Peregrine  Peterson,  the  Conservaiir 
of  Scottish  Privileges  at  Campvere." 

**I  know  nothing  of  »  morUage,"  said  the  yoUB| 
lord ;  "but  there  is  a  wadset  for  such  a  sum,  vfaidi, 
if  unredeemed  will  occasion  the  forfeiture  of  my  wliols 
paternal  estate^  for  a  aum  not  above  a  fourth  of  iti 
vahie— and  it  is  for  that  very  reason  that  I  press  tbi 
King's  government  for  a  settlement  of  the  debts  dm 
to  my  father,  that  I  may  be  able  to  redeem  my  laod 
from  this  rapacious  creditor." 

"  A  wadset  in  Scotland,"  said  Heriot,  '^is  the  nn 
with  a  mortgage  on  this  side  of  the  Tweed  jbat  mi 
are  not  acquainted  with  your  real  creditor.  Theuoor 
servator  Peterson  only  lends  his  name  to  shroud  nft 
less  a  man  than  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Scodtn^ 


who  hopea,  under  cover  of  this  debt,  to  gain  poMei* 
sion  of  the  esute  himself  or  pei^aps  to  orstify  a  m 
more  powerful  third  party.    He  will  probably  •ufler 


**  My  lord,"  said  Master  Heriot,  "I  speak  of  my 
myal  master,  not  only  with  the  respect  due  from  a 
■uDJeot— the  gratitude  to  be  paid  by  a  favoured  ser- 
vant, but  also'vi^th  the  frankness  of  a  free  and  loyal 
Scotsman.  The  Kin^^  is  himself  well  disposed  to 
hold  the  scales  of  justice  even ;  but  there  are  those 
around  him  who  can  throw  wnhout  detection  their 
own  selfish  wishes  and  base  interests  into  the  scale. 
You  are  already  a  sufierer  by  this,  and  without  your 
knowing  it." 

'*  I  am  surprised,  Master  Heriot,"  sakl  the  young 
bid,  "to  hear  you,  upon  so  short  an  acquaintance, 
talk  as  if  you  were  familiariy  acquainted  with  my 
•f&irs." 

"  My  lord,"  replied  the  goldsmi^  "  the  nature  of 
my  employmnnt  anords  me  direct  access  to  the  inte- 
rior of  the  palace;  I  am  well  known  to  be  no  meddler 
iaintrigues  or  party  affairs,  so  that  no  favourite  has 
as  yet  endeavoured  to  shut  against  me  the  door  of 
the  royal  closet ;  on  the  contrary,  I  have  stood  welK 
Ivith  each  while  he  was  in  power,  and  I  have  not 
shared  the  fall  of  any.  But  I  cannot  be  thus  connect- 
ma.  with  the  Court,  vrithout  hearing,  even  against  my 
will,  what  wheels  are  in  motion,  and  how  they  are 
checked  or  forwarded.  Of  course,  when  I  choose  to 
Seek  such  intelligence^  I  know  the  sources  in  which 
iJ  is  to  be  traced.  I  have  told  you  why  I  was  in- 
lerusted  in  your  lordship's  fortunes.  It  was  last  night 
inly  that  I  knew  you, were  in  this  city,  yet  I  have 
been  able,  in  comiiig  hither  this  morning,  to  gain  for 
Vou  some  information  inspecting  the  impediments  to 
fomr  suit." 
.  '*Sir,  I  am  obligvi  by  your  seal,  however  little  it 


his  creature  Peterson  to  take  possession,. and  whea 
the  odium  of  the  transaction  shall  be  forgotten,  tin 
property  and  lordship  of  Glenvarloch  will  be  conveyed 
to  the  great  man  by  his  obsequious  instrument,  undff 
cover  of  a  sale,  or  some  similar  device." 

"Can  this  be  possible 7"  said  Lord  I%el;  '*the 
Chancellor  wept  when  .1  took  leave  of  him-Tcalbd 
me  his  cousin— even  his  son— furnished  me  with  let 
ters,  and,  though  I  asked  him  for  no  pecuniary  sssiit- 
anoe,  excused  himself  unnecessarily  for  not  pnmof 
it  on.  me,  alleging  the  expenses  of  his  rank  and  hit 
large  family.  IVo,  I  cannot  believe  a  nobleman  would 
cany  deceit  so  far." 

"I  am  not,  it  is  true,  of  noble  blood,"  sakl  the eiti* 
ten ;  ^*  but  once  more  I  bid  you  look  on  my  gray  hain, 
and  think  what  can  be  my  interest  in  disnonouiing 
them  with  falsehood  in  affairs  in  which  I  have  no  in- 
terest, save  as  they  regard  the  son  of  my  benefacter. 
Reflect  also,  have  you  had  any  advantage  fVom  the 
Lord  Chancellor's  lettersr' 

"None,"  said  Nigel  Olifaunt,  "except  cold  deeds 
and  fair  words.  I  nave  thought,  for  some* lime,  theff 
only  object  was  to  get  rid  of  me— one  yeeterdsy  pressed 
money  on  me  when  I  talked  of  goine  abroad,  m  order 
that  I  might  not  want  the  means  or  exiling  myself. ' 

"Right "  said  Heriot;  "rather  than  vou  fJed  not^ 
they  would  themselves  furnish  wings  for  yon  to  fly 
withal." 

"  I  will  to  him  this  instant,"  said  the  incensed  ysoth, 
"ond  tell  him  my  mind  of  his  baseness." 

"Under  your  favour."  said  Heriot,  detaining  wm, 
"  you  shall  not  do  so.  By  a  quarrel  you  would  beoone 
the  ruin  of  me  your  informer;  and  though  I  vnwM 
venture  half  my  shop  to  do  your  lordship  a  serrice,  I 
think  you  would  hardly  wish  me  to  come  by  damage^ 
\v^en  It  can  be  of  no  service  to  you." 
^The  word  shop  sounded  harshlv  in  the  ear  of  ihs 
young  nobleman,  who  replied  hastily—"  Damage,  nrf 
—so  iar  am  I  from  wishing  you  to  mcur damage^  that 
I  would  to  Heaven  you  would  cease  your  fruitless 
offers  of  serving  one  whom  there  is  no  chance  of  ulti- 
mately assisting  I" 

"  Leave  me  alone  for  that,"  said  the  citizen ; ,  jroa 
have  now  erred  as  far  on  the  bow-hand.  Permit  me 
to  take  this  Supplication— I  will  have  it  suitably  en- 
grossed, snd  take  my  own  time  (and  it  shall  be  an 
enrly  one)  for  placing  it,  with  more  prudence,  I  tiusii 
than  that  used  by  your  foltower,  in  the  king's  hand— 
I  wil  almost  answer  for  his  taking  op  the  matter  as 
you  would  have  him— but  should  he  fail  to  do  so,  even 
then  I  will  not  give  up  the  good  cause."         ,       . 

"  Stf,"  said  the  young  nobleman,  "ydur  sjfeech  » 
so  friendly,  and  my  own  state  so  helpless,  that  I  know 
not  how  to  refvss  your  kind  proffer,  even  while  I  blosB 
to  acoes:t  it  at  the  hands  of  a  i  " 


tmJ»,VA 


tSE  ftSHllJllES  OP  NtOd. 


'  '*  We^re^  I  tniBt  no  totu^r  kich,"  said  the  gold- 
ifrath;  ^*aad  for  my  guetdoiii  when  my  mediation 
proves  succesaAil,  and  your  ibrtanes  arere-establiahed, 
TOQ  shall  order  your  first  cupboard  of  plate  from 
Geofve  Heriot." 

^  Y  ou  would  have  a  bod  paymftster.  Master  Herioc,*' 
said  Lord  Nigel 

"  I  do  not  fear  that,"  replied  the  goldsmith  { *'  and  I 
am  fidad  to  see  you  smile,  my  lord— methinksit  makes 
you  look  still  more  like  the  good  old  lord  your  father : 
and  it  emboldens  me,  besides,  to  bring  out  a  small 
reqaeat— that  you  would  take  a  homely  dinner  with 
me  to-morrow,  t  lodge  hard  by,  in  Lombard  street. 
Fbr  the  cheer,  my  lord,  a  mess  of  white  broth,  a  fat 
capon  well  laraed,  a  dish  of  beef  collops  for  auld  Scot- 
land's sake,  and  it  may  be  a  cup  of  rig^t  old  wine, 
that  was  harrelled  before  Scotland  end  Eo^and  were 
one  nation—Then  for  company,  one  or  two  of  our  own 
loving  coantrymea-^^and  maybe  my  houiewiie  may 
find  out  a  bonny  Scots  lass  or  so." 

**I  would  accept  tour  courtesy^  Master  Heriot," 
aatd  Nigel,  ^bot  1  hear  thecitv  ladies  of  London  like 
to  see  a  man  saHant— I  would  not  like  to  let  down  a 
Scottish  nobleman  in  their  ideas,  as  doubtless  tou 
hare  said  the  best  of  our  poor  country,  and  I  rather 
lack  the  means  of  bravery  for  the  present." 

*'  My  lord,  Voor  frankness  loads  me  a  step  farther," 
said  master  George.   *^I— I  owed  your  fiatber  some 
moneys  :-Hind-->nay,  if  your  lordship  looks  at  me  so 
^findiy,  I  shall  never  tell  my  story-^and,  to  speak 
pbintv,  for  I  never  could  carry  a  lie  weU  through  in 
my  me—it  is  most  fitting,  that,  to  solicit  this  matter 
Vfoperly,  your  lordship  snoidd  ipo  to  Court  in  a  man- 
ner beseeming  your  quaHty.    1  am  a  gaoldsmith,  and 
in  by  lending  money  as  well  as  by  selling  plate.    I 
am  ambitious  to  put  a  hundred  pounds  to  be  at  in- 
tcMtin  ^our  hands,  till  yottr  aflfairs  are  settled." 
^Aad  if  they  am  never  fitvourably  settled  V*  said 
BmbL 

^Tfaen,  my  lord,"  returned  the  citizen,  ^' die  mis- 
carriage of  such  a  sum  will  be  of  little  conseouenoe 
to  ma  coropaied  with  other  subjects  of  regret" 

''Master  Heriot,"  said  the  Lord  Niael,  '*your 
foveuf  is  generously  offered,  and  shall  oe  frankly 
accepted.  I  muflt  presume  that  you  see  vour  way 
through  this  business,  thoagh  I  hardly  do ;  for  I 
lUnk  you  would  be  grieved  to  add  any  fresh  burden 
to  ma  by  persuading  me  to  incur  debts  which  I  am 
not  likely  to  dis6harge.  I  will  therefoie  take  your 
mmiey,  uoder  the  hope  and  trust  that  you  will  enable 
me  to  repay  you  punctually." 

"I  wilf  convince  you,'  my  lord,"  said  the  gpld- 
SBiitfa,  "that  I  mean  to  deal  with  you  as  a  creditor 
fiem  whom  I  eipeot  payment;  and  therefore,  you 
shall,  with  your  own  good  pleasure,  sign  an  acknow- 
ledgment for  these  moneys,  and  an  obligation  to  con- 
lAt  and  repay  ma." 

He  then  took  from  his  giidls  his  writing  materials, 
and,  writing  a  &w  lines  to  the  purport  he  expressed, 
polled  out  a  smell  bag  of  gold  from  a  side- pouch 
under  his  cloak,  and,  ooserviiig  that  it  should  contain 
a  hundred  pounds^  proeeedsd  to  lell  out  the  con- 
mts  very  methodically  upon  the  table.  Nigel  Olir 
finmt  coidd  not  help,  mtimating  that  this  was  an^ 
imiiecessarv  oeremonial,  and  that  he  would  take  the 
bag  of  gold  on  the  word  of  his  obliging  creditor; 
bat  this  vras  repugnant  to  the  old  man's  forms  of 
innsaeting  business. . 

"J9ear  with  me,"  he  said,  "my  good  lord,— we 
dtizene  are  a  wary  and  thrifty  generation  j  and  I 
riiciild  lose  my  good  name  for  ever,  within  the  toll  of 
Puil*B,  were  I  to  grant  quittance,  or  take  acknow- 
ledgment, without  oringing  the  money  to  actual  tale. 
1  mink  it  be  right  now— and.  body  of  me,"  he  said, 
looking  out  at  the  window,  "yonder  come  my  boys 
«lih  my  mule;  for  I  must  Westward  Hoe.  Put 
four  moneys  aside,  my  lord ;  it  is  not  well  to  be  seen 
vith  such  goldfinches  chirping  about  one  m  the 
bdipivzs  of  London.  I  think  the  lock  of  your  casket 
be  mdnlareBt  good ;  if  not,  I  can  serve  you  at  an 
tasy  rate  with  one  that  has  held  thousands  r-it  was 
the  9W)d  old  Sir  Faithful  Frugal's ;  his  spendthrift 
ton  soki  the  shell  when  he  had  eaten  the  kernd— and 
thsBsis  the  end  of  a  city-fortune." 


**1  Kobe  yours  wSR  nifl^e  a  better  tei«nm«ti(>ii, 
Master  Henot,"  eaid  the  Lord  Nigel. 

■'*  I  hope  it  will,  my  lord,"  said  the  old  man,  with  m 
nnile  j  "  buii"  to  use  honest  John  Bunyan^s  phrase— 
*  therewithal  the  water  stood  hi  his  eyee»*  "  it  has 
pleased  God  to  try  me  with  the  loss  of  two  children : 
and  for  one  adopted  child  who  lives— ah !  wo  is  me  I 
and  well-a-day !^Rut  I  am  patient  and  thankful; 
and  for  the  wealth  God  has  sent  me,  it  shan  not 
want  inheritors  while  there  are  orphan  lads  in  Auld 
Reekie— I  wish  you  good-morroW,  my  lord." 

"  One  orphan  hae  cause  to  thank  yoQ  already^" 
said  Nigel,  as  he  attended  him  to  the  door  of  im 
chamber,  where,  resisting  farther  escort,  the  old 
citizen  made  his  escape. 

As,  in  going  down  stairs,  he  passed  the  shop  wheN 
dame  Christie  stood  becking,*  ne  made  civil  mquhidi 
after  hca*  husband.  The  akme  of  course  regretted 
his  absence :  but  he  was  down,  she  said,  at  Deptfordi 
to  settle  with  a  Dutch  ship-master. 

"  Our  way  of  business,  sh*,"  she  said,  "  takes  him 
much  from  hom^  and  my  husband  nmst  be  tho 
slave  of  every  tany  jacket  that  wants  but  a  pound  of 
oakum." 

"All  business  must  be  minded,  dam^*  said  the 
goldsmith.  "  Make  my  remembrances— George  He- 
not of  Lombard-street's  ramembrances— to  your 
goodman.  I  have  dealt  with  him— he  is  just  and 
pimctpal— true  to  time  and  engagements ;— be  kind 
to  your  noble  guest,  and  see  he  wants  nothing. 
Tbouffh  it  be  his  pleasure  at  preset  to  He  private  ana 
retired,  there  be  those  that  care  for  him,  and  1  have 
a  charge  to  see  him  8uiH>lied ;  so  that  you  may  let 
me  know  by  your  husband,  my  good  dame,  how  my 
lord  is,  and  whether  he  wants  aught." 

"  And  so  he  i«  a  real  lord  after  all?"  said  the  good 
dame.  "  I  am  sure  I  always  thought  he  looked  like 
one.    But  why  does  he  not  go  to  Parliament,  then  V* 

*' He  will,  dame,"  answered  Heriot,  "to  the  Par- 
liament of  Scotland,  which  is  his  own  Country."- 

"Oh !  he  is  but  a  Scots  lord,  then  "  said  the  good 
dame :  "  and  that's  the  thing  makes  him  ashamed  to 
take  the  title,  as  they  say  7" 

"  Let  him  not  hear  you  say  so,  dame,"  replied  the 
citizen. 

"Who,  I,  sirT'  answered  she:  "no  such  matter 
my  thought,  sir.  Scot  or  English,  he  is  at  any  rate 
a  likely  man,  and  a  dvil  man :  and  rather  than  he 
should  want  any  thing,  I  would  wait  upon  him  my- 
self; and  oome  as  far  as  Lombard-street  to  wait  upoti 
your  worship  too." 

"Lot  your  husband  come  to  me,  good  dame,"  said 
the  goldsmith,  who,  with  all  bis  experience  and 
worth,  was  somewhat  of  a  fonnalist  and  discipUna- 
nan,  '^The  proverb  says,  *  House  goes  mad  when 
women  gad ;'  and  let  his  lordship's  own  man  wait 
upon  his  master  in  his  chamber— it  is  more  seemly. 
God  give  ye  good-morrow." 

"  Good-morrow  to  your  worship,"  said  the  dame 
somewhat  coldly;  and,  so  soon  as  the  adviser  was 
out  of  hearing,  was  ungracious  enough  to  mutter,  in 
contempt  of  his  council,  "  Marry  quep  of  your  advic& 
for  an  old  Scotch  tinsmith,  as  you  are !  My  husband 
is  as  wise,  and  very  near  as  old,  as  yourself;  and  if 
i  please  him^  it  is  well  enough ;  and  though  he  is  not 
iust  so  rich  just  now  as  some  folks,  yet  I  liope  to  sed 
nim  ride  upon  his  moyle.  with  a  foot-cloth,  and  have 
his  two  blue-coats  after  him,  as  well  as  they  do." 


CHAPTER   V. 

Wherefore  come  ye  Dot  to  ooortf 

CortAin  'lie  the  rerast  iport ; 

There  an  silks  and  jewels  (tLBtenlof 

Pmttlioc  fbols  and  wise  men  hstenuic^ 

Balliee  amont  brat**  men  Jnsiling, 

fiegcars  amongst  nobles  hustling ; 

Lnw-breath'd  talkers,  minion  lispera, 

Cutting  honest  throats  bjr  whispen  ; 

Wherefore  come  70  not  to  oonrt  1 

Skelton  swears  'tis  glorioas  sporL-^^SItMm  StallMlrvM 

It  was  not  entirely  out  of  parade  that  the  bene* 

volent  dtizen  was  mounted  and  attended  in  that 

manner,  which,  as  the  reader  has  been  informed, 

•  Cwta)ri<«. 
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.  1 «  fleoile  digne  4tf  ipkeo  on  the  |>ait  of  Dsme 

.  hristie,  which,  to  do  her  justice,  vaniihed  in  die 
little  soliloqttjr  which  we  have  recorded.  The  good 
man,  besides  ihe  natural,  desire  to  maintain  the  ex- 
terior of  a  man  of  worship,  was  at  present  bound  to 
Whitehall  m  order  lo  exnibit  a  piece  of  Taiuahle 
workmanship  to  Kirtg  James,  which  he  deemed  his 
Majesty  mignt  be  pleased  to  view,  or  even  to  pur- 
chaw.    He  nunselr  was  therefore  mounted  upon  his 


caparisoned  mule,  that  he  might  the  better  make  his 
way  through  the  narrow,  dirty,  and  crowded  streets ; 
and  while  one  of  his  attendants  carried  under  his 
arm  the  piece  of  plate,  wrapped  up  in  red  baize,  the 
other  two  gave  an  eye  to  its  safety ;  for  sueh  was 
then  the  state  of  the  police  of  the  metropolis,  that 
'jnen  were  often  assaulted  in  the  public  street  for  the 
.sake  of  reven/^  or  of  plunder;  and  those  who  a^ 
prehended  bemg  beset,  usually  endeavoured,  if  their 
estate  admitted  such  expense,to  secure  themselves 
by  the  attendance  of  armed  followers.  And  this 
custom,  which  was  at  first  limited  to  the  nobility 
and  ^ntrjr,  extended  by  degrees  to  those  citizens  of 
consideraiion,  who,  being  understood  to  travel  with 
a  charge,  as  it  was  called,  mu;ht  otherwise  have  beiBn 
•selected  as  safe  subjects  Mplander  by  the  streat- 
jobber. 

As  Master  Geofge  Heriot  Moed  forth  wsstward 
with  this  gallant  attendance,  he  paused  at  the  shop- 
door  of  Eis  countryman  and  friend  the  ancient 
horologer,  and  having  caused  Tunstall,  who  was  in 
attendance,  to  acUust  his  watch  by  the  real  time,  he 
desired  to  speak  with  his  master}  in  consequence  of 
which  summons  the  old  Time-meter  came  forth 
from  his  den,  his  face  like  a  bronze  bust,  darkened 
with  dust,  and  glistening  here  and  there  with  copper 
*filing8,  and  his  senses  so  bemused  in  the  intensity  of 
calculation,  that  he  gas&ed  on  his  fiiend  the  ooM- 
smith  for  a  minute  befoie  he  seemed  periectly  to 
comprehend  who  he  wss,  and  heard  him  express  his 
invitation  to  David  Ramsay,  and  pretty  Mistiess 
Margaret,  his  daughter,  to  dine  with  him  next  day  at 
.noon,  to  xr^eet  with  a  noble  young  countryman,  with- 
out returning  any  answer. 

"I'll  make, thee  speak,  with  a  murrain  to  thee," 
muttered  Heriot  to  himself;  and  suddenly  chanjging 
his  tone,  he  said  aloud,-^"!  pray  you,  neighbour 
David,  when  are  you  and  I  to  have  a  settlement  ior 
the  bullion  wherewith  I  supplied  you  to  mount  yonder 
hall-clock  at  Theobald's :  and  that  other  wniriigic 
that  you  made  for  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  71 
have  had  the  Spanish  house  to  satisfy  for  the  incots, 
and  I  must  needs  put  you  in  mind  that  you  nave 
been  eight  months  behind-hand." 

Thore  is  something  so  sharp  and  aigre  in  the  de* 
mand  of  a  peremptory  dun,  that  no  human  tympa- 
num, however  inaccessible  to  other  tones,  can  resist 
the  application.  David  Ramsay  started  at  once  from 
his  revene,  and  answered  in  a  pettish  tone,  "  Wow, 
George,  man,  what  needs  aw  this  din  about  sax  score 
o'  pounds  1  Aw  the  world  kens  I  can  answer  aw 
claims  on  me,  and  you  proffered  yourself  fair  time^ 
till  his  maist  gracious  >iajesty  and  the  noble  Duke 

Kid  make  settled  aocompls  wi'  me;  and  ye  may  keiL 
your  ain  experience,  that  1  canna  gang  rowtin? 
like  an  unmannered  Highland  stot  to  their  doors,  as 
ye  come  to  mine." 

Heriot  laughed,  and  replied.  "  Well,  David,  I  see  a 
demand  of  money  is  hke  a  bucket  of  water  about 
your  ears,  and  makes  you  a  man  of  the  world  at 
once.  ^  And  now,  friend,  will  you  tell  me,  like  a 
Chnstian  man,  if  you  will  diae  with  me  to-morrow  at 
noon,  and  bring  pretty  IVfistress  Margaret,  my  god- 
<laughter,  with  yon,  to  meet  with  our  nohle  young 
countryman,  the  Lord  of  Glenvarloch  T 

"Thc.youiig  Lord  of  Glenvarloch  !*' said  the  old 
mechanist ;  * W  aw  my  heart,  and  blithe  I  will  be 
to  6Te  him  again.  We  have  not  met  these  forty  years 
—he  was  twa  years  before  me  at  the  humanity  class- 
es—he is  a  sweet  youth." 

1 '.'  T***'  7^  ****  father-his  father-hie  father !— you 
old  dotard  Dot^alui-carry-one  that  you  are,"  answer- 
eo  the  goldsmith.  A  sweet  youth  he  would  have 
»ieea  by  this  tune,  had  he  lived,  worthy  &obh»naaI 
I'uis  is  his  SOD,  the  Lord  Nigel." 


"HisMBrsdd  BaMsays  **MaiWhewl«iii 
somethmg  of  a  chionomecer,  or  watch— iiaw  gsUiui 
care  to  be  without  them  now-a-dsySi" 

"  He  may  bay  half  yoor  stock-m-trMk  if  ever  ha 
comes  to  his  own,  for  what  I  know,**  said  hisfrieaii 
"  hni.  Davie^  remember  your  bond,  sad  use  me  not  M 
you  did  when  my  housewife  had  the  sheep's-head  ni 
the  cock-a-leeky  boifing  for  yon  as  late  as  two  of  tht 
dock  afternoon." 

**  She  had  the  more  credit  by  her  oookeij,"  uw 
swered  DavkL  now  fully  awake;  "a  sheep's  heii 
over-boiled,  were  poisoiL  acooidiBg  to  our  nyatf" 

"Well,**  anffvrered  Masler  George,  '^bsttstteR 
win  be  no  sheep's  head  to-morrow,  it  may  ekiMi 
you  to  spoil  a  dinner  which  a  proveih  caanol  mak 
It  may  be  you  mav  forgather  with  yoor  6ieai  ft 
Mungo  Malogrowther,  for  I  purpose  to  ask  hs  «i^ 
ahip;  so,  be  sure  and  bide  tryate,  Davie." 

I'That  will  I— I  will  be  tne  as  a  cbioooflM^^ 
said  Ramsay.  * 

"  I  will  not  trust  you,  though,"  replisd  BaHf* 
"  Hear  yoiL  Jenkin  boy,  teU  Scots  Jsaet  to  vAmt-\ 
Mistress  MaiKsreC,  my  god-ehiUL  she  arastaitli 


father  in  resKmbranos  to  put  onlus  best  do&%  '| 
morrow,  snd  to  bring  him  to  Lombaid  stteetitiNk  I 
Tell  her  they  are  to  meet  a  brave  young  Scottmr  1 

Jenkm  coughed  that  sort  of  dry  abort  coaghinlh . 
ed  by  those  who  are  ehhsr  chained  widi  mwm 
which  they  do  not  like,  or  hear  opiiaons  to  which  Ap 
must  not  enter  a  dissenc 

"  Umph  I' '  repested  Master  George  who,  n. 
have  already  noticed,  was  something  of  a 
in  domestic  dijMapline— **  what  does  tcmsfc 
Will  you  do  mine  errand,  or  not,  sirrah  t' 
.  '*  Sure.  Master  Geone  Heiiot,"  said  the  i 
tice,  touching  his  cap.  "^I  only  meant,  dist  II 
Margaret  was  not  likely  to  forget  such  an  invit  , 

"  Why,  nO)"  said  Master  Georas ;  "ihe  isi j 
fid  mrl  to  her  godfather,  thoudi  1  sometimes  e 


a  jllI-flirt.^And,  hark  ye,  JenlEin,  yon  and  ysvi 
rade  had  best  oome  widi  yoor  duos,  to  see  yonri 
ter  and  her  safdy  home ;  but  firet  shut  sboA 


loose  the  bull-doR  ukl  let  the  porter  staviniwAMi 
shop  till  your  return.    I  will  send  tweet  u^k/T'^ 
with  you ;  for  I  hear  these  wild  youngstesif 
Temple  are  broken  out  worse  and  lighter  ikwf 

"  We  can  keep  their  steel  in  erdfr  with  gooa 
bets."  said  Jenkin,  "  and  never  irouhle  yoor  S8 
for  the  matter." 

"  Or  if  need  be,"  said  Tunstall,  "  we  hare  I 
as  well  as  the  Templars."  « 

"  Fie  upon  it— fie  upon  it,  young  man."  said  I 
dtizeo ;— ^*  An  apprentice  with  a-  swsnl  H^^ 
Heaven  forsfend  1 1  would  as  soon  see  him  in  ti 
and  feather." 

"  WeU,  sir,"  said  Jenkin-**  We  wiH  find  aranl 
ting  to  our  station,  and  will  defend  our  master  tf^ 
his  daughter,  if  we  should  tear  np  the  very  sioflii 
the  pavement." 

*'  There  spoke  a  London  'prentioe  boU !"  said 
dtizen ;  "  and,  for  your  comfort*  nty  ladsjrofi  m 
^ush  a  cup  or  wine  to  the  health  of  the  FatsaM^ 

lO  City.    I  have  my  eye  on  both  of  yon— yoa  " 

iriving  ladS)  each  in  his  own  way.— >Qod  be  wi* ' 
Davie.  Forget  not  to-morrow  at  noon."  '" 
saying,  he  again  turned  his  mule's  head  wee 
and  crossed  Temple-Bar,  at  that  slow  and. 
amble,^  which  at  once  became  his  ramk  and  aw 
portanoe,  and  put  his  pedestrian  foUoweis  to  no 
toDvenien^  to  Keep  up  with  him. 


■1 


At  the  Temple  gate  he  again  passed,  < 

and  sought  his  way  into  one  of  the  small  booihsl 
cupied  by  scrivenera  m  the  neifi^iboisriiood.,  Ayaf 
man,  with  lank  smooth  hair  combed  straight.tof 
ears,  and  then  cropped  short,  rose^  with  a  crir^ 
reverence,  pulled  ofl*  a  slouched  hat,  which  he  i 
upon  no  signal  replace  on  his  head,  and  anss 
with  much  demonstration  of  reverence,  to  die  fl 
smith's  question  of,  '*  How  goes  boeinesa^  Am' 
~"  Aw  the  better  for  your  worship's  ^3nd  i 
naince  and  mamtenanoe."         <  -^ 

Get  a  large  sheet  of  paper,  man,  and  make  •  ag 
pen,  with  a  sharp  neb,  and  fine  hair  stroke-  B 
not  slit  the  quill  up  too  higfai  it's  a  wastrifo  oounsl 


ihu.^ 


THB  jxwniirBa  lor  nficax.. 


mr  tndB,  Ajtdnw'  xhm  4)tft  4o  n»t  mind  corn- 
NslecL  never  coioe  to  foroits.  I  mve  known  a 
etmea  maa  write  a  thouBonu  PMi&fl  wiih  one  quill."* 

**  Ah  j  sir,"  said  the  jad.  who  IiateAed  to  the  gold- 
imftb,  though  instmctipg  him  in  his  own  trade,  with 
la  air  of  veneration  and  acquiescence  "  how  sune  on y 
lar  creature  like  mysell  may  rije  in  the  world,  wr 
be  instruction  of  sucn  a  man  as  yoqr  worship  I" 

"  My  instructions  are  few,  Andrew,  soon  told,  and 
lot  hard  to  practise.  Be  honest— be  industrious— be 
ngiJ— and  you  wilt  soon  win  wealth  and  worship.— 
lere,  copy  me  this  Supplication  in  yoni  beet  and 
Bott  fiMmal  hand.  I  will  wait  by  you  till  it  is  done." 

The  youth  lifted  not  his  eye  from  the  paper,  and 
ad  not  the  pen  from  his  hand,  until  the  task  was 
bisbed  to  his  employer's  satisraction.  Tlie  dtixen 
hflogave.th^tyoung  scrivener  an  angel;  and  bidding 
lin,  on  his  life,  be  S6<aet  in  all  business  intrusted  to 
wOt  again  mounted  his  mule^  and  rode  on  we8t¥fard 
Mguie  Strand. 

It  may  be  worth  while  to  remind  our  readers,  that 
h«  Temple-Bar  which  Herk>t  passed,  was  not  the 
rated  screen,  or  gateway,  of  the  present  day;  but 
tno^  railing,  or  pslisaae,  which,  at  night,  atid  in 
ioutaof  alann,  was  dosed  with  a  barricade  of  posts 
ind  chains.  The  Strand  also,  along  which  he  rode, 
laanqt  astfiow.  a  oontinufel  sfeet  alt^ugh  it  was 
Mpoing  ajfeady  to  assume  t£«it  character.  It  stilt 
^be  oonaideffid  as.an  open  road,  along  the  scmtfa 
pfeof  which  stood  various  nouses  and  hotels  bebng- 
■I  IP  the  noiNli&r*  haying  gaodens  behind  them  down 
B  tfae  water-siae.  with  stairs  to  the  river,  dor  the 
Komiiwoe  of  taking  boat;  wluch  mansions  have 
bsMaibed  the  names  of  thftir  lordly  owners  to  many 
««eitidets  leadins  from  the  Strand  to  the  Thames, 
tovth  side  of  the  Strand  was  also  a  long  line  ^ 


»  voni,  or  at  least  but  beginning  to  be  studded  with 
ppuar  buildings.  All  -that  was  passing  around, 
iowerer,  marked  the  rapid  increase  of  a  capital  which 
wlooseiyof  ed  peace,  wealth,  and  a  regular  govern- 
Ini.  Houses  were  rising  in  every  direction ;  and 
peahrewdeye  of  our  dtizen  already  saw  the  period 
at  distant,  which  .should  convert  the  nearly  open 
q^h  way  on  wlneh  he  travelled,  into  a  connected  and 
feuiar  street,  iinitiBg  the  court  and  the  town  with 
fe  city  of  London. 

OR  neit  passed  Charii^-Cross,  which  was  no 
ffger  ihe  pleasant  solitary  village  at  which  the 
VBos  were  wont  to  breakfast  on  tneir  way  to  West- 
nislflr  Hall,  but  began  to  resemble  the  artery  through 
nich,  to  use  Johnson's  expression,  "  pours  the  tull 
de  of  London  population/'  The  buildings  werp 
Ridly  increasing,  yet  certainly  gave  not  even  a  faint 
lea « itsMeseot  appearance. 
Ai  last  Whitehall  received  our  traveller,  who  pass* 
I  aoder  one  of  the  beautiful  gates  designed  by  Hol- 
sSf  and  oemposed  of  tesselated  brick-work^  being 
le  Ame  to  which  Monipiies  had  profanelv  hkened 
le  West-Port  of  Edmbmeh.  and  entered  the  ample 
nwncte  of  the  palace  of  Whitehall,  now  full  of  aff 
^oonfiision  attending;  onprovement. 
ft,  was  just  at  the  tmie  when  James,— little  sus- 
PW  tost  he  was  employed  in  constructing  a  pa- 
j^fom  the  window  of  which  his  only  son  was  to 
PI »  order  that  be  mifi;fat  die  upon  a  scaffold  before 
Egu  busied  in  lemoving  the  ancient  and  ruinous 
pfegs  of  De  Burgh,  Henry  VIII.,  and  dueen 
pweth,  to  majte  way  for  the  superb  architecture 
^  vmch  Inigo  Jones  exerted  all  his  genias.  The 
tiiR,  igiorant  of  fiituritf .  was  now  engaged  in 
Mg  on  his  work ;  and,  for  that  purpose,  still 
ptained  his  roval  apartments  at  Whitehall,  amidst 
l&bbisk  of  olcl  bufldings,  and  the  various  confu- 

l^fttlcal  coonneatarr  br  Gill,  which,  (if  the  wthor'a  me- 
^■net  hitt,)  oecupkM  between  five  and  mx  hundred  printed 
Kpatei,  and  must  thereforo  hare  filled  mom  i«fes  of  6ia- 
pt  omB  4he  munter  nwntioDad  in  the  text,  haa  this  que* 
It  the  «ad  of  the  volume— 

"  With  ooq  ffood  pen  I  wroto  thie  book. 

Made  of  a  rrar  gnoM  qnill ; 
ApQD  it  waa  when  it!  took, 
And  a  pan  1  leave  It  it|J.» 


sion  attending  the  erectonn  of  the  Btw  pQe,  wliidi 
formed  at  present  a  labyrinth  not  easily  traversed. 

The  goldsmith  to  the  Royal  Household,  and  who, 
if  fame  spoke  true,  oftentimes  acted  as  their  banker, 
—for  these  professions  wefe  not  as  yet  separated  from 
each  other.— waa  a  person  of  too  much  important 
to  receive  the  shi^test  interruption  firom  sendnd  or 
porter :  and,  leavuig  his  mule  and  two  of  his  follow- 
ers in  the  outer-court,  he  gently  knocked  at  a  postern- 
gate  of  the  building,  and  was  presently  admitted, 
while  the  most  trusty  of  his  attendanu  followed  him 
closely,  with  the  piece  of  plate  under  his  arm.  This 
man  also  he  left  behind  him  in  an  ante-room,— wherft 
three  or  four  pages  in  the  royal  livery,  but  untrusaed, 
unbuttoned,  and  dressed  more  carelessly  than  the 
place,  and  nearness  to  a  King's  person,  seemed  to 
admit,  were  playing  at  dice  and  draught^  or  stretch- 
ed upon  benches,  and  slumbering  with  half-shut  eyes. 
A  corresponding  gallery,  which  opened  from  ths 
imteroom,  was  occupied  oy  two  gentlemen-ushers  of 
the  chamber,  who  gave  each  a  smile  of  recognidoQ 
as  the  wealthy  goldsmith  entered. 

No  word  was  spoken  on  either  side;  but  one  of  tha 
ushers  looked  first  to  Heriot,  and  then  to  a  tittle  door 
half-oovered  by  the  tapestry,  which  seemed  tp  say^aa 
plain  as  a  look  coidd.  Lies  your  husiness  that  way  1" 
The  atizen  nodded ;  and  the  court-attendant,  moving 
on  tiptoe,  and  with  as  much  caution  as  if  the  floor 
had  been  paved  with  eggs,  advanced  to  the  door, 
opened  it  gently,  and  spoke  a  few  words  in  a  low 
tone.  The  broad  Scottish  accent  of  Eing  James  was 
heard  in  reply,— "  Admit  him  instanter.  Maxwell. 
Have  you  hairboured  sae  lang  at  the  Court,  and  not 
learned,  that  gold  and  silver  are  ever  welcome  T' 

The  usher  signed  to  Heriot  to  advance,  and  the  ho- 
nest citizen  was  presently  introduced  into  the  cabi^el 
of  the  Sovereign. 

The  scene  of  confusion  amid  which  he  found  the 
King  seated,  was  no  bad  picture  of  the  state  and 
quauty  of  James's  own  mind.  There  was  much  that 
was  nch  and  costly  in  cabinet  ^ctures  and  vahiabls 
ornaments;  but  thev  were  arranged  in  a  slovenly 
manner,  covered^ith  dost,  and  lost  half  their  value, 
or  at  least  their  effect,  from  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  presented  to  the  eye.  The  table  was  load- 
ed with  hu|^  folios,  amongst  which  lay  lieht  book* 
of  jest  and  ribaldry ;  and,  amongst  notes  of  immerci* 
fiilly  long  orations,  and  essays  on  king-pidl  wer« 
mingled  miserable  roundels  and  ballads  by  the  Royal 
'Prentico,  as  he  styled  hhnself,  in  the  art  of  poetry, 
and  schemes  for  the'  general  nacification  of  Europe, 
with  a  list  of  the  names  of  tn^  B^g's  hounds,  and 
remedies  a|;ainst  canine  madness. 

His  Majesty's  dress  was  of  green  velvet)  quilted 
so  full  as  to  De  dagger-proof— which  gave  him.  the 
appearance  of  clumsy  and  ungainly  protaberance ; 
while  its  being  buttoned  awry,  communicated  to  his  ' 
figure  an  air  of  distortion.  Over  his  green  doublet 
he  wore  a  sad-coloured  nightgown,  out  of  the  pocket 
of  which  peeped  his  hunting-horn.  His  high-crowned 

8r  hat  lay  on  the  fkx)r.  covered  virith  dust,  but  en* 
bd  by  a  carcanet  of  large  balas  rubies ;  and  he 
I  a  Slue  velvet  ni^^tcap.  in  the  front  of  which 
r  placed  the  plume  of  a  heron,  whioh  had  been 
struck  down  by  a  favourite  hawk  in  some  critical 
moment  of  the  fli^t,  in  remembrance  of  which  the 
King  wore  this  hi^ly  honoured  feather. 

But  such  inconsistencies  in  dress  and  appointmente 
were  mere  outward  types  of  those  which  existed  m 
the  royal  character"  rendering  it  a  subject  of  doubt* 
amongst  his  contemporaries^  and  bequeathing  it  as  « 
problem  to  future  historians.  He  was  deeply  leamedi 
without  possessing  useful  knowledfpe;  sagacious  in 
many  individual  cases,  without  havmg  real  u'isdom  t 
fond  of  his  power,  and  desirous  to  mamtain  and  aug* 
ment  it,  yet  willing  to  resign  the  direction  of  that, 
and  of  himself,  to  the  most  unworthy  favourites ;  a  big 
and  bold  assertor  of  his  rights  in  words,  yet  one  who 
tamely  saw  them  trampled  on  in  deeds;  a  lover  of 
negouations,  in  which  he  was  always  outwitted; 

and  one  who  feared  ^ ^ '^^*  ^ 

been  easy.    He  wai 

perpetually  dejgradii.^ — ^ ,  ^ -_ 

of  much  public  labour,  yet  often  neglecting  it  for  the 


1*HE  fOntnVKS  or  KIML. 


ie«A^.v. 


Dieaneat  smmement ;  a  wk.  though  a  pedant ;  and  a 
scholar,  though  fond  of  tne  conversation  of  the 
Ignorant  and  uneducated.  Even  his  timidity  of  tem- 
per was  not  uniform;  and  there  were  nnonienta  of 
Ilia  life,  and  those  critical,  in  which  he  showed  the 
spirit  of  jtis  ancestors.  He  was  laborious  in  trifles, 
ond  a  triHer  where  serious  labour  was  required ;  de- 
vout in  his  sentiments,  and  yet  too  often  profane  in 
hi'  langua{;^ ;  just,  and  beneficent  by  nature,  he  yet 

SLve  way  to  the  iniquities  and  oppressions  of  others. 
,  e  was  penurious  respecting  money  which  he  had  to 
give  from  his  own  hand,  yet  inconsiderately  and 
unboundedly  profuse  of  that  which  he  did  not  aee. 
In  a  word,,  those,  good  qualities  which  displayed 
themselves  in  particular  cases  and  occasions,  were 
not  of  a  nature  sufficiently  firm  and  comprehensive 
to  regulate  his  general  conduct ;  and,  showing  tliem- 
selves  as  they  occasionally  did^  only  entitled^ James 
to  the  character  bestowed  on  him  by  Sully— that  he 
waa  the  wisest  fool  in  Christendom. 
,  That  the  fortunes  of  this  monarch  might  be  as 
little  of  a  piece  as  his  character,  he.  certainly  the 
least  able  of  the  Stewarts,  succeeded  peaceably  to 
that  kingdom,  aipainst  the  power  of  which  bis  pre- 
decessors had,  with  so  much  difficulty,  defended  his 
native  throne}  and,  lastly,  although  his  reijgn  ap- 

Gsared  calculated  to  ensure  to  Great  Britam  that 
sting  tranquillity  and  internal  peace  which  so  much 
suitea  the  king's  disposition,  yet,  durin;^  that  very 
leign,.  were  sown  those  seeds  of  dissension,  whico, 
like  the  teeth  of  the  fabulous  dragon,  had  theu"  har- 
vest in  a  bloody  and  universal  civil  war.* 

Such  was  the  monarch,  who,  saluting  Heriot  by 
the  name  of  Jingling  Geordie,  (for  it  was  his  well- 
known  custom  to  give  nicknames  to  all  those  with 
whom  he  was  in  terms  of  familiarity.)  inquired  what 
new  clatter- traps  he  had  brought  with  him,  to  cheat 
his  lawful  and  native  Prince  out  of  his  siller. 

"  God  forbid,  my  liege,"  said  the  citizen.  *^  that  I 
should  have  any  such  disloyal  purpose.  I  did  but  bring 
apiece  of  plate  to  show  to  your  most  gracious  Miges- 
ty,  which,  both  for  the  subject  and  for  the  work- 
manship, I  were  loath  to  put  into  tfie  hands  of  any 
subject  until  I  knew  your  Majestys  pleasure  anent  it.'' 

^'^Body  o'  me^  man,  let's  sec  it,  Heriot ;  though,  by 
my  saiil,  Steenie*s, service  o*  plate  was  sae  dear 
a  bargain,  I  had  maist  pawned  my  word  as  a  Royal 
King  to  keep  my  ain  gold  and  silver  in  future,  and  let 
joiLGeordie,  keep  yours.*' 


I^Respecting  the  Duke  of  Buckingham's  plate," 
said  the  goldsmith,  "  your  Majesty  wnn  pleased  to 
direct  that  no  expensd  should  be  spared,  and" 

"What  signifies  what  I  desired,  man?  when  a 
wise  mdti  is  with  fiiles  and  bairns,  he  maun  e'en 
play  at  the  chucks.  But  you  should  have  had  mair 
sense  and  consideration  than  to  gie  Babie  Charles 
*  and  Steenie  their  ain  gate ;  they  wad  hae  floored  the 
very  rooms  wi'  silver,  and  I  wonder  they  didna." 

George  Heriot  bowed,  and  said  no  more.  He 
knew  his  master  too  well  to  vindicate  himself  other- 
wise than  by  a  distant  allusion  to  his  order;  and 
James,  with  whom,  economy  was  only  a  tran^iH| 
and  momentary  twinge  of  conscience,  became^H 
niediately  afterwards  desirous  to  see  the  piecJHv 
plate  which  the  goldsmith  proposed  to  exhibit,  and 
despatched  Maxwell  to  bring  it  to  his  presence.  In 
me  meantime  he  demanded  of  the  citizen  whence  he 
had  procured  it. 

"  From  Italy,  may  it  please  your  Mi^esty,"  replied 
Heriot. 

«  The  dreM  ofthit  monarch,  together  with  hit  penooal  tppea^ 
■sot,  u  Uiu«  described  bjr «  coniempomry  :~ 

"  He  wtm  of  A  middle  stafaire,  more  corpulent  through  [L  <.  br 
laeans  or]  hia  clothe*  than  in  hit  hodj,  yet  fkt  enouch.  Hia 
leg*  were  very  weatc, having  had.aa  was  thought,  aonie  foul  plar 
n  hia  youth,  or  raUior  before  he  won  bom.  tliat  he  wtun  not  able 
toataod  at  ao^-en  reera  of  aee.    That  weaknese  made  him  ever 

riOff  oD  other  men'a  ahouldera.    His  walk  was  even  circular ; 
hands  are  in  ihal  walk  ever  fiddlinir  about [a  part  of 

dross  now  laid  aside.]  He  would  make  a  great  deal  too  bold 
wiUi  Ood  mhis  paMioii,  both  with  eursins  and  swearinf,  and  a 
•train  higher  vergiog  on  blasphemy ;  but  would,  in  his  better 
temper,  say.  he  hoped  God  would  not  impute  them  as  sins,  and 
my  them  to  his  charge,  seeing  they  proceeded  from  passion.— 
lie  had  need  of  great  aasistance.  rather  than  hope,  Uiat  would 
daily  make  thus  bold  with  Qod.'*— DAi.SBLL'a  akcuie$<ifiSeoiti9k 


"It  hss  iiielhiiig.!ft  It  ten^n^  to  papistmr*  and 
the  Kinfc  looking  graver  than  hts  wont. 

"  Surely  not,  please^  your  Majesty,*'  said  HeiiDt  $ 
"I  were  not  wise  to  bring  any  thing  to  your  preaeDom 
that  had  the  mark  of  the  beast" 

"  You  would  be  the  mair  beast  yourself  to  do  aa!,"* 
said  the  King  i  "  it  is  weel  kf  nd  that  I  wrestled  wf 
Dagon  in  my  youth,  and  smote  him  on  (he  cnmDd- 
sdl  of  his  own  temple ;  a  gude  evidence  that  rshocld 
be  in  time  called,  however  unworthy,  the  Defender  of 
the  Faith.— But  here  comes  Maxwell,  hendftig  midsr 
his  burden,  iike  the  Golden  Ass  of  Apuleius." 

Heriot  hastened  to  relieve  the  usher,  and  to  plaet 
the  embossed  salver,  for  such  it  was,  and  of  extra« 
ordinary  dimensions,  in  a  light  fovoarable  Cor  hb 
Majesty's  viewing  the  sculpture. 

*^Saul  of  my  body,  man."  said  the  SSrn,  **H  ts  « 
curious  pieoej  and,  as  I  think,  fit  for  a  Emg^  ehebneri 
and  the  subject*  as  you  say^  Master  OecMm  yen 


tion.' 

*'  But  whose  footsteps,"  said  Maxwell,  **caif  om 
of  them— if  a  subject  may  say  so  mueh^-litfh  €«er 
overtaken." 

"Hand  vour  tongse  fior  a  fansa  flescUnR  leokf* 
said  tlie  King,  but  with  a  smile  on  fats  mot  thai 
shorwed  the  flattery  had  done  its  part.  **  Look  at  ik» 
bonny  piece  of  workmanship,  and  baud  your  di- 
vering,  tongue.-— And  whase  handiwork  may  it  H 

*'  It  was  wrought,  ar,"  rsplisd  thejbRoldaimtli,  *'li 
the  famous  Florentine,  Benvenuto  Oellui^  arid  #* 
signed  for  Frands  the  First  of  France  r  hut  I  Imh 
it.  will  find  a  fitter  master." 

''  Francis  of  France  I"  said  the  King}  "aend  8ol»» 
mon.  King  of  the  Jews,  to  Francis  of  Prance! — Btodjf 
of  me,  man,  it  woud  have  kythed  GeUint  mad,  hadv 
never  done  ony  thhig  else  out'of  tbegatsk  Fsaacts  f— 
why,  he  was  a  fighting  fiile.  mauj—a  mere  fidhtkn 
fuler*-got  hiroseir  ta'en  at  Pa  via,  like  our  ain  Dav3 
at  Duniam  lang  syne  ;-*if  they  could  baa  aeat  him 
Solomon's  wit,  and  love  of  peace,  and  godliness 
they  wad  hae  dune  him  a  better  turn.  But  SolooMa 
should  sit  in  other  gate  company  than  Francas  si 
France.** 

"I  trust  that  such  'will  he  his  good  £ortiinei"  arif 
Heriot. 

"  It  is  a  carious  md  very  artificial  acQ]ptiir&"  nii 
the  King,  in  continuation;  *'  but  yet  methuut^  At 
camifez,  or  executioner  there^  is  orandisbiii^  B  ; 
gttlley  ower  near  the  King'a  face,  seeing  he  is  anthat  i 
reach  of  his  weapon.  I  think  less  wisdom  tlma  ■ 
Solomon^B  wad  nave  taught  him  that  there  wMf  } 
danger  m  edge-tools,  and  that  he  wad  hava  bidden  j 
the  smaik  either  sheatli  his  shabbier  or  stand  fiutiiar  j 
back."  j 

Greorge  Heriot  endeavoured  to  alleviats  this  obje^^  j 
tion,  by  assuring  the  king  that  the  vicmhy  betwixt  ; 
Solomon  and  the  executioner  was  nearer  m  anpeai^  J 
'  ance  than  in  reality,  and  that  the  perspectivB  nboaddr  ^ 
ae  allowed  for. 

"  Gang  to  the  ded  wi*  your  proapeodve^  mui,'*  aaia  . 
the  King;  "  there  canna  be  a  waur  prospective  fiar  %  i 
lawfu'  kmg^  wha  wishes  to  rogn  m  luve^  and  dM  iaC-l 
peace  and  honour,  than  to  have  naked  swords  flaA^^I 


inff  in  hU  een.    I  am  accounted  as  brsTe  as  \ ^ 

fotka ;  and  yet  I  profess  to  ye  I  could  never  look  on  %. 
bare  blade  without  blinking  and  winking.  Bai^ 
a'thegither  it  is  a  brave  piece  r— and  what  ia  tli# 
price  of  it.  man  7" 

The  goldsmith  replied  bv  observifi|Si  that  it 
not  his  own  property,  but  that  of  a  distrsMed  i 
tryman. 

"Whilk  you  mean  to  mak  your  excuse  for  asld  ^ 
the  double  of  its  worth,  I  warrant  V  ansWered  tfale 
King.     "I  ken  the  tneks  of  your  bunows-tow^. 
merchants,  man." 

"I  have  no  hopes  of  bafi9ing  ywa  Msjesty's  aag«« 
city,"  said  Heriot ;  "  the  piece  is  really  what  J  say; 
and  the  price  a  hundred  and  fiAy  pounds  sterfanft  if  it 
pleases  your  Majesty  to  make  present  payment" 

"  A  huiulred  and  fifty  punds,  man  1  i 
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itcbes  and  wariodui  to  raiw  tb«m!"  nid  the  Im- 
ited  Ifonarch.  **My  eauL  Jingfing  Goordie,  ye  are 
Hnded  that  voor  purse  ahall  jingle  to  a  bonny  tune ! 
>Hov  am  I  to  tell  you  down  a  hundred  and  fifty 
lodfl  for  what  will  not  weigh  ae  many  merke  ?  and 
;  ken  that  my  Tery  household  servitors,  and  the 
ficere  of  my  mouth,  are  sax  months  in  arrear  V* 
Tia  ^Idsmith  stood  his  ground  against  all  this 
qurgation,  being  what  he  was  well  accustomed  to, 
id  only  answered,  that,  if  his  Majesty  liked  the 
ece,  and  desu'ed  to  possess  it,  the  price  could  be 
iflly  settled.  It  was  true  that  the  party  required 
te  mone^r,  but  he,  George  Heriot,  would  advance  it 
1  his  tfajesty's  account,  if  such  were  his  pleasure, 
id  wait  bis  royal  conveniency  for  payment,  for  that 
id  other  matters ;  the  money,  meanwhile,  lying  at 
eordinarv  usage. 

*By  ray  honour,"  said  James.  "  and  that  is  speak- 
gliie  an  honest  and  reasonable  tradesman.  We 
am  get  another  subsidy  fine  the  Commons,  and 
■t  will  make  ae  compting  of  it  Awa  wi'  it.  Max- 
eil— awQ  wi'  it,  and  let  it  be  set  where  oteenie 
id  Babte  Charles  shall  see  it  as  they  return  fii>m 
tchmoad.— And  now  that  we  are  secret,  my  good 
id  fiiend  Geordie,  I  do  truly  opine^  that  speaking  of 
oiomoa  and  ourselves,  the  .naill  wisdom  in  the 
notry  lot  Scotland,  when  we  took  our  travels  to 
»  Southland  here." 

Gtot^  Heriot  was  courtier  enough  to  say.  that 
the  wise  naturally  follow  the  wisest,  as  stags  follow 
idr  leader." 

"Troth  I  think  there  is  something  in  what  thou 
nest,*'  said  James ;  "  for  we  ourselves,  and  those 
foor  eourt  and  household,  as  thou  tbyseli;  for 
xunplsk  are  allowed  by  the  English^  for  as  self- 
ipinioninas  thejr  are,  to  pass  for  reasonable  good 
vitsj  but  the  brains  of  those  we  have  left  behind  are 
ill  mr,  and  run  clean  hirdie-girdie,  like  sae  mony 
inufteb  and  witches  on  the  Devil's  Sabbath-e'en.'^ 
"Jim  sorry  to  hear  this,  my  liege,"  said  Heriot. 
Ua  it  please  your  Grace  to  say  what  our  coontry- 
n  have  done  to  deserve  such  a  character  7" 
"Ther  are  become  frantic,  man— clean  brain> 
tui,''  answered  the  King.  "  I  cannot  keep  them 
It  of  the  Court  by  all  the  proclamations  that  the 
nlds  roar  themselves  hoarse  with.  Yesterday, 
efrrdier  gane,  just  as  we  were  mounted,  and  about 
9U  forth,  in  rushed  a  thorough  Edinburgh  gutter- 
Md— a  ragged  rascal,  every  dud  upon  whose  back 
is  bidding  good -day  to  the  other,  with  a  coat  and 
tthat  would  have  served  a  pease-bogle,  and.  with- 
tbavinga  or  reverence,  thrusts  into  ourhands.  like 
sturdy  oeggar,  some  Supplication  about,  debts 
mg  by  our  gracious  mother,  and  sicUke  trash  { 
ereat  the  horse  spanks  on  end,  and,  but  for  our 
■irable  sitting,  wherein  we  have  been  thought  to 
«{  maist  sovereign  princes,  as  well  as  suDJect&< 
Earope,  I  promise  you  we  would  have  b^m  laid 
llang  on  the  causeway."  ,  ^ 
Your  Majesty,"  said  Heriot,  "  is  their  common 
ler,  and  therefore  they  are  the  bolder  to 
r  gracious  presence." 

I  ken  I  am  pater  wUriee  well  enough>"^  said 
us ;  "  but  one  would  think  they  had  a  mind  to 
eeze  my  puddinss  out,  that  thev  may  divide  the 
Jiiunce.  Ud's  death,  Geordie,  there  is  not  a  loon 
nig  ihem  can  deliver  a  Supplication,  as  it  suid  be 
]  in  the  face  of  majesty." 
jrould  I  knew  the  most  fitting  and  beseeming 
lU)  do  so,"  said  Heriot,  "  where  it  but  to  instruct 
lot  countrymen  m  better  fashions." 
r  my  halidome,"  said  the  Ejng,  "ye  are  a ceevi- 
1  fellow,  Geordie,  and  I  carena  if  I  fling'awa  as 
I  time  as  inay  teach  yc.  And,  first,  see  you,  sir 
ihall  approach  the  presence  of  majesty  thus— 
iwing  your  eyes  with  your  hand,  to  testify  that 
Te  m  the  presence  of  the  Vicegerent  of  Heaven, 
hiweel,  George,  that  is  done  in  a  comely  man- 
r  jThen,  sir,  ye  sail  kneel,  an  make  as  if  ye  woujd 
[WB  hem  of  our  garment,  the  latch  of  our  shoe, 
T  like.— Very  Weel  enacted— whilk  we,  as  being 
^  to  be  debonair  and  plea8ing4owards  our.lieges, 
pi  thus— and  motion  to  you  to  rise ;— wnilk 
■S  a  boon  to  tak,  as  ye^  you  obey  not  but  gU- 


>  press  into 


ding  your  hand  mu>  your  poach,  bring  fi)rtfa  your  sqt* 
pticauon.  and  place  it  reverentLally  in  our  open  palia^' 
The  goldsmith,  who  had  compted  with  great  accu- 
racy with  all  the  prescribed  pomts  of  the  ceremonial, 
here  completed  it,  to  James's  no  small  astoniahmsm, 
by  placing  in  his  hand  the  petition  of  the  Lord  ol 
Gle       '    '      "  —  "  ■         -        ■ 


lenvarioch.  "  What  means  this,  ve  fauae  loonf ' 
said  he,  reddening  and  sputtering :  '  nae  I  been  teach- 
ing you  the  manual  exercise,  that  ye  suld  present 
your  piece  at  our  ain  royal  body  1— Now,  by  thislight 
I  had  as  Uef  that  ye  had  bended  a  real  pistolet  agamit 
me,  and  yet  this  has  ye  done  in  my  very  cahinet, 
where  nought  suld  enter  but  at  my  am  pleasure." 

"I  tiust  your  Majesty^"  said  Heriot,  as  he  conti- 
nued to  kneel.  **  will  forgive  my  exercising  the  lesson 
you  condescended  to  give  me  m  the  bdialf  of  a  friendT' 
"  Of  a  fiiend  I"  said  the  King  i  "  so  much  the 
waur— so  much  the  wanr,  I  tell  you.  If  it  had  bean ' 
something  to  do  your»dl  good  there  wouU  have  been 
some  sense  in  it,  and  some  chance  that  you  wnd  not 
have  oome  back  on  me  in  a  hurry ;  but  a  man  may 
have  a  hundred  fiieods.  and  petitions  for  every  ana 
o*  them,  ilk  ane  after  other." 

"  Your  Majesty,  I  trust,"  said  Heriot,  '*  will  jndgs 
me  by  former  experience,  and  will  not  suspect  ma  of 
suoh'presumption." 

"I  kenna,"  said. the  placable  monarch;  "tha 
world  goes  daft,  I  thmkr-Medsemel  iM^nMmu$omf 
TMT— thou  art  my  old  and  faithful  servant,  that  is  the 
truth;  and  were't  any  thing  for  thy  own  behoof 
man,  thou  shouldst  not  ask  twice.  But,  troth,  Ste»- 
nie  lovea  me  so  dearly,  that  he  cares  not  that  any 
one  should  ask  favoun  of  me  but  himself. —Max- 
well," (for  the  usher  had  re-entered  after  having  car- 
ried ofT  the  plate,)  "get  into  the  ante-chamber  w? 
your  lang  lugs.— In  conscience, G^rdie,!  think  as  that 
thou  hast  been  mine  ain  auld  fiduciary,  and  wert  my 
goldsmith  when  I  might  say  with  the  Ethnic  poet-* 
Pfon  mea  renidet  in  aimo  lacunar— for  faith  they  had 
pillaged  my  mither's  auld  house  sae,  that  beechea 
bickers,  and  treen  trenchers,  and  latten  plattera, 
were  whiles  the  best  at  our  board,  and  glad  we  wemt 
of  something  to  put  on  them,  without  ^uarrellinfr 


with  the  metal  of  he  dishes.  D'ye  mind,  for  thou 
wert  in  maist  of  our  complotS)  how  we  were  fain  to 
send  sax  of  the  Blue-banders  to  harry  the  Lady  ol 
Loganhouse's  dowcot  and  poultry-yard,  and  what  an 
awfu'  plaint  the  poor  daxne  made  against  Jock  of 
Milch,  and  the  thieves  of  Annandale,  wha  woe  as 
sackless  of  the  deed  as  I  am  of  the  sin  of  murder  V 

"  It  was  the  better  for  Jock,"  said  Heriot ;  **  for,  if 
I  remember  wecl,  it  saved  him  from  a  strapping  up 
at  Dumfries,  which  he  had  wed  deserved  tor  other 
misdeeds." 

.  "  Ay,  man,  mind  ye  that  7"  said  the  King  i  "  but  he 
had  other  virtues,  for  he  was  a  tight  nuntsman, 
moreover,  that  Jock  of  Milch,  and  could  halloo  to  a 
hound  till  all  the  woods  rang  again.  But  he  came  to 
an  Annandale  end  at  the  last,  for  Lord  Vothorwald 
ran  his  lance  out  through  him.— Cocksnails,  man, 
~^ — ''  think  of  these  wildpassages,  m  my  consciencek 
'  t  sure  but  we  lived  memor  in  auld  Holyroea 
shifting  days,  than  now  when  we  are  living 
and  manger.  Canlabii  «<Ktttt#— we  had  but 
^  care  for." 
And  if  your  Majesty  pleaae  to  remember,"  said 
the  goldsmith,  "  the  awful  task  we  had  to  gather 
silver-vessail  and  gold-work  enough  to  make  soma 
show  before  the  Spanish  Ambassador." 

"Vera  true,"  said  the  King,  now  in  a  full  tide  of 
gossip,  "  and  I  mind  not  the  name  of  the  right  leal 
lord  tha.  helped  us  with  every  unce  He  had  in  hia 
house,  tha;  his  native  Prince  might  have  9ome  cr^ 
dit  in  the  e>  <i8  of  them  that  haoT  the  Indies  at  their 
beck."        * 

"I  think,  if  yo^r  Majesty,"  said  the  citizen,  'wili 
cast  your  eye  on  ttc  paper  m  your  hand,  you  will  re* 
collect  his  name." 

"Ayl"  said  the  King,  "say  ye  sa&  man?— Lord 
Glenvarlock,  that  was  his  name  indeea^./u«fu«  tf  Pt- 
nax  proposili-^A  just  man,  but  as  obstinate  as  bait- 
ed bull.  He  stood  whiles  asainst  us,  that  Lord  Randal 
Olifaunt  of  Glenvarloch,  but  he  was  a  loving  and  a 
leal  subject  m  the  main.    But  this  susplica'or  manA 
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h^.  his  son— lUndiil  has  been  long  gon»^  \yhere  km?? 
and  lord  imist  go.  Geordie,  as  weel  as  the  like  of  you 
—end  wha^does  his  son  \vant  with  u»  T 

♦*  The  Bet^lein«Rt,"  answered  the  ciimen,  of  a 
targe  debt  due  by  your  Majesty's  treasury  for  money 
advanced  to  your  Majesty  m  great  state  emergency, 
about  the  time  of  the  Raid  of  Ruthyen." 

"I  mind  the  thing  weel,"  said  King  James— "Od's 
death,  man,  I  was  jusf  out  of  the  clutches  of  the 
Master  of  Olamis  and  his  comptices,  and  there  was 
never  siller  mair  welcome  to  a  born  Prince— the  majr 
the  shame  and  pity  that  crowned  King  shauld  need 
sic  a  petty  sum.  BUt  what  need  he  dun  us  for  it, 
man,  like  a  baxter  at  the  breaking?  We  aujjht  him 
the  siller,  and  will  pay  him  wi'  our  convenience,  or 
make  it  otherwise  up  to  him,  whilk  is  enow  between 
prince  and  subjeci— We  are  not  in  meditationt  fug<B^ 
man,  to  be  arrested  thus  peremptorily." 

"  Alas!  an  it  please  your  Majesty,^'  said  the  gold- 
smith, shaking  his  head,  "it  is  the  poor  young  noble- 
man's extreme  necessity,  and  not  his  will,  that  makes 
him  importunate;  for  he  must  have  money,  and  that 
briefly,  to  discharge  a  debt  duo  to  Peregrine  Peterson, 
Conwirvator  of  the  Privileges  at  Campverc,  or  his 
haill  hereditary  barony  and  estate  of  Glcnvarioch 
will  be  evicted  m  Virtue  of  an  unredeemed  wadset." 

*'  How  say  ye,  man— bow  say  ye  T  exclaimed  the 
king,  imnauefnilyj  "the  carle  of  a  Conservator,  tho 
•aon  of  a  low  Dutch  skipper,  evict  the  auW  estate  and 
lordship  of  the  house  of  Olifiiunt  ?— Ood*8  bread, 
ronn,  that  maun  not  be— we  maun  mspend  the  dili- 
gence by  writ  of  favour,  or  otherwise." 

"I  doubt  that  may  hardly  be,**  answered  the  citi- 
zen, "if  it  please  your  majesty;  your  learned  counsel 
in  the  law  of  Scotland  advise,  that  there  is  no  reiueid 
but  in  paying  the  money."      ,...., 

"  Ud*s  fish."  said  the  king,  "  let  hjm  keep  baud  by 
the  strong  hand  a^^inst  the  carle,  until  we  can  take 
•ome  order  about  his  afl'airs." 

"Alas!"  insisted  the  goldsmith,  "if  it  like  your 
Majesty,  xour  own  pacific  government,  and  your 
aomg  of  equal  justice  to  all  men,  has  made  main  force 
a  kittle  hne  to  walk  by,  unless  just  within  the  bounds 
of  the  Highlands-" 

"  Weel— weel— weel,  man,"  saki  the  perplexed  mo- 
narch, whose  ideas  of  justice,  expedience,  arid  conve- 
nience became  on  such  occasions  strangely  em- 
broileci ;  "just  it  is  we  should  pay  our  debts,  that  the 
young  man  may  pay  his;  end  he  must  be  paid^  and 
\n  vtrbo  reffU  he  shall  be  paid— but  how  to  come  by 
the  siTler,  man,  is  a  difficult  chapter— ye  maun  tiy 
the  city,  Geordie." 

"To  sav  the  trut)\."  answered Hcnot,  "please  your 
gracious  Alajcsty,  what  betwixt  loans,  and  bcnevo- 
lencctN  and  subsidies,  tho  city  is  at  this  present" 

"  Dinna  tell  nie  of  what  the  city  is  "  said  King 
James;  "our  Exchequer  is  as  dry  as  Dean  Giles's 
discourses  on  the  penitentiary  psalms— /?.r  nViilo 
nikUjiJ—lV^'Wi  tiikmg  the  brceks  nff  a  wild  High- 
land man— they  that  come  to  me  for  siller,  ghould_fell 
me  how  to  come  by  it— the  city  ye  maun  try,  f  ~ 
Olid  dinna  think  to  be  called  Jingling  Geoi 
nothing-Hind  in  vtrbo  regU  I  will  pay  the  lai 
get  uie  the  loan— I  wonnot  haggle  on  the 
and,  between  you  ana  me,  Geordie,  we  will  redeem 
the  brave  auld  estaieof  Glen varlocn.— But  wherefore 
comes  not  the  young  lord  to  Court,  Heriot— is  he 
eimiely- is  he  presentable  in  the  pre-sence  ?" 
•  "No  one  can  be  more  so,"  said  George  Heriot; 
•*.bnt" 

"Ay,  I  undt'rstand  ye,"  said  his  Majesty— "I  un- 
derstand vc— /?<»  anffusta  rfomt'— pnir  lad— puir  lad  ;— 
and  his  father  a  rigrit  true  leal  Scots  heart,  thoticjh 
wiff  in  some  oninions.  Hark  ye,  Heriot,  let  the  Ind 
have  twa  hundred  pounds  to  fit  him  put.  And,  here 
—here" — (taking  the  carcnnet  of  rubles  from  his  old 
hat) — "  ye' have  had  these  in  pledge  before  for  a  largf»r 
BUiTh  ye'auld  r.evite  that  ye  are.  Keep  them  in  guce, 
HiH  I  gis  ye  back  the  sillof  out  of  tlie  next  subsidv. 

"  If  it  please  your  Majesty  to  give  me  such  direc- 
tions in  writing,"  said  tho  cautious  citizen. 

"Tlwdeil  i.o  in  your  nicety,  George,"  said  the  King; 
'  ye  are  as  preoeese  as  a  Puritan  in  form,  and  a  mere 
KuUtfidioo  m  tho  narrow  oi  tlio  natter.    May  not  a 


,HBB|.ste 

'0|^^^«>0 

a(^^^V  ha 
e  tMn ;    do 


King's  word  serve  you  for  advancing  yonr  pilifiil  tm 
hundred  pounds  ?" 

"But  no!  for  detaining  the  crown  jewels," nil 
George  Heriot. 

Ann  the  King,  wFto  from  long  experience  wu  i^ 
wred  to  dealing  with  suspicious  Crojiiors,  wrote  rt 
order  upon  George  Heriot,  his  well-beloved  goldfcraitl 
and  jeweller,  for  the  snm  of  two  hundred  pounda,  ii 
be  paid  presently  to  Nigel  Olifamit,  Lord  of  Glenn^ 
locli,  t9  be  imputed  as  so  much  debts  due  tn  him  i| 
the  crown ;  and  authorizing  the  retention  ot  a  cait* 
net  of  bains  rubies,  with  a  great  diamond,  aBdescnbi 
in  a  Catalogue  of  his  Majesty's  jewelsi  to  rcniiio J 
possession  of  the  said  George  HcrioL  advancer  of  fl 
said  sum,  and  so  forth,  until, he  was  lavr&lly  oonUB 
ed  and  paid  thereof.  Bv  another  rescript,  h-s  Msjti 
gave  the  said  George  Heriot  directions  to  deal  dl 
some  of  the  monied  hien^  npon  equitable  icrnw,  IvJ 
sum  of  money  for  his  Majt^t/s  present  use,  not  \Am 
undei*  60,000  merk.^  but  as  much  more  as  could  egif 
veniently  be  procured.  ^ 

"And  has  he  ony  lair,  this  Lord  Nigel  of «ir 
said  the  King.  • 

•  George  Heriot  could  not  exactly  answer lwqB|f 
tion :  but  believed  "  the  young  lord  bar  1 8iudiedahn»? 

"Ho  shall  have  our  own  advice,"  said  iheF  ' 
"  how  to  carry  on  his  studies  to  maist  tdvad 
and  it  may  be  wo  will  have  him  come  to  CoaTt,f 
study  with  Stoenie,  and  Babie  Charles.  And.ootl 
think  on't,  away— away,  Geome— for  the  bainiil 
be  coming  hame  presently,  and  we  would  pot  r 
they  kenrfof  this  matter  we  have  been  treatins  af 
Propera  pedem,  O  Geordie.  Clap  your  mole  o  ' 
your  houghs,  and  god-dcn  with  you." 

Thus  ended  the  conference  betwixt  the  cend<p| 
Jamie  and  his  benevolent  jeweller  and  goldsmift, 

—         •: 

CHAPTER  VI. 

0. 1  do  know  hitn— *ti*  the  mouldF  \fmim  » 

which  our  crjuri  wits  will  wet  their  tirw  withtV     "b 
Whrn  thpy  would  i«auce  their  honied  ennwiwlka, 
With  somewhat  viiarpor  flnv«»ar.— Mnrrfj  fir,  J 

That  virttto't  weH-ni^ h  l«ft  him— all  tite  jni««  ] 
That  wosiotharpand  poi^ani,  UKiuaaxedci:  4 
Viule  the  poor  nnd,  although  a*  Mur  u  over,  4 
MtiKt  neuon  A>on  the  drafT  wc  frive  our  (ruatO.<i  { 
For  two-letrx'd  ihtog*  are  wearr  on'L  _^ 

Trb  ffood  company  mvited  by  the  hospitable dj 
assembled  at  his  house  in  Lombard-street  at  the! 
low  and  hungry  hour"  of  noon,  to  partake  of  duliM 
whic*f  divides  the  day ;  being  about  the  linie  «■ 
modern  persons  of  fashion,  turnins  themselves ^ 
their  pillow,  begin  to  think,  not  without  a  great  rt 
doubts  and  much  hesitation,  that  they  will  by  ant 
commence  it.  Thither  came  the  youn^  Nigd.anW 
^plainlj',  but  in  a  (Iress,  nevertheless,  liiore  wi-'f'^*' 
his  age  and  quality  than  he  had  formertj*  worn,  I 
companied  by  his  servant  MonipiitB,  whose  out* 
also  was  considerably  improved.    His  solcma  jj 
stem  features  glared  forth  from  iindcrablue^ 
ibonnet,  fantastically  placed  sideways  on  hisheft^H 
had  a  sound  and  tough  coat  of  English  blae  brJJ 
cloth,  which,  imlike  his  former  vestment,  wouMh 
stood  the  tug  of  all  the  apprentices  iu  Fleet-iW 
The  buckler  and  broadsword  he  wore  as  the  ar* 
his  condition,  and  a  neat  silver  badge,  bearing 
lord's  arms,  announced  that  he  was  an  apptnaiB 
aristocracy.    He  sat  down  in  the  good  citaen  t  \ 
ter>',  nor  a  little  pleased  to  find  his  attendance  f 
tlie  table  in  the  hall  was  likely  to  be  rewards! 
his  nhareof  a  meal  such  as  he  had  seldom  partaM 

Mr.  David  Ramsay,  that  profbund  and  inwfl 
mechatiic,  was  safely  conducted  to  LombnrJ-s^l 
according  to  promisr^,  well  washed,  bnishjd,  I 
cleaned,  from  the  soot  of  the  furnve  and  the  w 
'His  daughter,  who  came  with  him,  was  about  t*fl 
years  old,  very  pretty,  very  demure,  yef  with  l» 
okick  eyes,  that  ever  and  anon  contradicted  Ui« 
priNsion  of  sobriety,  to  which  silence,  '^'^''*'°'Jii 
velvet  hood,  and  a  enmbric  ruff,  had  condemned  J 
tress  Margaret,  as  the  daughter  of  a  quiet  c»tn''°»^ 

There  were  also  two  citizens  and  merchant^ ol 
don,  men  ample  in  cloak,  and  many-unked  '' 
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TpaxremuHW  o^  Bncot'. 


iia^  ^  to  fwm  fai  tlie  woili'uid  exi^eaeed  in 
^  craft  t),f  merehandise,  but  who  require  no  par 


deKiiptioii.   Tiien  was  an  elderly  cleisyman 

m,  la  h\»  gown  and  caasock,  a  decent  venerable 

&parta}dog  in  bia  mannen  of  the  plainneaa  of  the 
m  amoBgst  whom  he  had  his  cure. 
These  ni«r  be  diamieaed  with  brief  notice  i  but 
Mn  Sir  Muogo  Malagrowther,  or  Gimigo  Caetlft 
^  claiina  a  Sttle  more  attention,  aa  an  original 
Under  of  (ha  time  in  which  he  Aounshed. 
That  ffood'  juiight  knoched  at  Master  Heriot'a 
or  JMSt  aa  the  clock  bemn  to  strike  twelva  and  was 
ited  in  hie  chair  ere  the  laat  atroke  had  chinted. 
u  gave  the  knight  an  exoellent  opportunity  of  ma- 
Ig  nrcasttc  obaervationa  on  all  who  came  later  than 
DielL  not  to  mention  a  few  rubs  at  the  expense  of 
IK  who  had  been  so  superfluous  as  to  ^ippear  earlier. 
Havinff  little  or  no  property  aave  ma  bare  deaig* 
ttpD,  Sir  MuQRO  h^beett  early  attached      ^ 


IK  who  had  been  so  superfluous  as  to  ^ippear  earlier. 

Havinff  little  or  no  property  aave  ma  bare  d 
Sir  MuQRO  h^beett  early  attached  to  C 

capaaty  of  ^«S>ping-boy.  as  the  office 

called,  f^  King  Jamea  the  SixtiL  and,  with  his 
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«eity,  trained  to  allpohte  leamnufby  hia  oelebra- 
dprecepjor,  George  Biichanan.  Tne  office  of  whip. 
figfoj  doomed  ita  unlbrtunate  occupant  to  under- 
bill uie  corporeal  piinishment  which  the  Lord's  An-* 
%m,  whoae  proper  peison  -was  of  course  aacved, 
tgbt  chance  to  mcur,  in  the  courae  of  travelfing 
fW  m  grammar  and  prosody.  Under  the  stem 
Ml  udeed  of  George  Buchanan,  who  did  not  ap- 
»ve  of  the  vicarious  mode  of  punishment,  James 
INLihe  penance  of  his  own  faults^  and  Mungo  Ma- 
ffDvUier  enjoyed  a  sinecure;  but  James's  other 
jOwogue,  Maetar  Patrick  Youniwwentmore  oeremo- 
no^f  to  work,  and  appalkd  the  very  aoul  of  the 
oauniKiog  by  the  floggings  which  he  bestowed  on 
jJJ^imng-boy,  when  the  royal  task  was  not  ayit- 
PVPonrmed.  An4  be  it  told  to  Sur  Mungo'a  praise, 
Nttbere  were  potntB  about  him  in  the  highest  reapect 
BW  to  hifl  omcial  situation.  He  had  oven  in  youth 
gjirujy  irmgular  and  groteB9ue  set  of  features, 
^  when  distorted  by  fear,  pain,  and  anger,  k>ok> 
*eone  ofthe  whimeical  feces  w|^ich  present  them- 
^  in  a  Go|)iic  cornice.  Hisvoioe  also  was  hi^- 
f«d  and  querulous,  ao  thati,  when  smarting;  under 
Kter  Peter  Young's  unsparing  inflictions,  the  ex- 
iBDD  of  his  gr^tesQue  physicffnomy,  and  the  super- 
Ma  yelis  which  he  utterecT  were  well  oiitea  to 
woe  all  the  effeets  on  the  Moaarch  who  deserwl 
[hah,  that  could  pos8i)>ly  be  produced,  by  seeiii^s 
wer  and  an  innocent  individual  sufiering  for  his 

V  Hunco  Malagrowther,  for  such  hehecame^  thus 
iAo  tarly  fix>tinff  at  Coiirti  which  anotheor  would 
{.unproved  ana  maintained.  But,  when  he  grew 
.«g  to  be  whipped,  he  had  no  other  means otren- 

Shimaelf  acceptable.  A  bitter,  caiiatic,  and 
ting  humour,  a  malkskws  wit,  and  an  envy  of 
en  mom  prosperous  than  the  poasessor  o(  auch 
labie  quauties,  have  not,  indeed,  alwara  been 
Mobataclea  to  aoourtier's  rise :. but  then  they  must 
imalgamated  with  a  demrce  of  aelfish  cunning  and 
denee»  of  which  Sir  Hungo  had  no  shajie.  Hia 
re  ran  riot,  his  envy  could  not  conceal  itaelf;  and 
•8  not  long;  after  faia  minority  till  he  had  aa  many 
Rhs  upon  nis  hands  as  wouU  have  required  a 
imoe  hves  to  answer.  In  one  of  these  rencon- 
he  recetved,  perhaps  we  should  say  fortunately, 
<nnd,  which  served  him  as  an  excuse  lor  answer- 
so  mvitatbns  of  the  kind  in  (^tore.  Sir  RuUkm 
^jr.  of  RannaguUioiL  cut  off,  m  mortal  combat, 
IB  of  the  finoara  of  his  right  hand,  so  that  Sir 
f^  never  could  hold  sword  agam.  At  a  later  po* 
^having  written  some  sathi^  veraes  upon  the 
*f  Cockpen,  he  received  so  aevere  a  chastisement 
Baome persons  empbyed  for  the  puiposa  that  he 
Iwond  half  dead  on  the  spot  where  they  had  thus 
Iwith  him,  and  one  of  his  thighs  haviiijg  been 
llOi  and  ilT  set,  gave  hun  a  hitch  m  his  gaU,  wit|i 
n  he  hobbled  to  his  grave.  The  lameness  of  his 
m  hand,  beskles  that  they  added  considerably  to 
f^oteaq^e  appearance  of  this^orimnal,  procured 
i  in  future  a  personal  immunity  uom  the  more 
fcroua  conaocniencesof  his  own  humour;  and  he 
?^lyffrew  old  in  the  aervioe of  the  Ck>Qrt  in aafe- 
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wof  hfe  and  hab,  through  vilhoMt  either  maknw 

Iriends,  or  attammg  prefermenL  Somethnes,  iiidsed» 
the  King  was  amuaod  with  his  dhustic  sallies,  but  he 
had  never  art  enough  to  improve  the  favourable  op- 
portunity:  and  his  enemies  (who  were,  for  that  mat- 


skirt  of  hk  own  fool's  cost  proposinjg  thoeby  to 
oommumeate  to  him  the  privileges  and  immunities  ot 
a  professed  jester—'*  For,"  ssia  the  man  of  motley* 

Sir  Mungo,  as  he  goes  on  just  now,  gets  no  mcrt 
for  a  gOjD^  jest  than  just  the  King^s  pardon  lbrhav« 
mgmade  it." 

£ven  in  London,  the  golden  shower  wluch  fell 
around  him,  did  not  moisten  the  blighted  foitunes  of 
Sir  Mungo  Malagrowther.  He  srew  okl,  deaC  and 
peevish--lost  even  the  spirit  which  had  formerly  tOi^ 
mated  his  strictnrev—aiQd  was  barely  endured  bj 
James,  who,  thongh  himself  nearly  as  |ar  strickan 
in  years,  retained,  to  aa  uauaaai  and  even  an  absuia 
the  demn  to  be  surrouiided  bv  younsf  people. 
jir  Mungo,  thas  fallen  into  the  yellow  leaf  of  veai* 
and  foitunei  showed  his  emaciated  form  and  uded 
embvoidery  at  Court  as  seUom  as  his  duty  permitted  | 
and  spent  nis  time  in  indulging;  his  Snod  far  aatire  in 
the  pubMc  walks^  and  in  the  aisles  of  Saint  Paul's^ 
which  were  then  (he  gmeral  resort  of  oew^mon^an 
and  characters  of  all  descriptions,  aasociatmg  mm- 
aelf  chiefly  with  anch  of  his  countrymen  as  ne  ac- 
counted Of  inferior  birth  and  rank  to  mmselt  la 
this  manneri  hating  and  contemning  commerce^  and 
those  who  pursued  it,  he  nevertheless  lived  a  good 
deal  EHRQing  the  Soottkh  artists  and  merchanta^  who 
had  followed  the  court  to  London.  To  these  he  oouid 
show  his  cyniciam  without  much  offence ;  for  soma 
submitted  to  his  jeem  and  ill-hunK)ur  in  deference  to 
his  birth  and  knighthood,  which  in  those  days  con- 
ferred high  privilegcs-~ana  others,  of  more  senses  pi* 
tied  and^endured  the  old  Jnan,  unhappy  alike  in  his 
fortunes  and  hia  temper. 

Amongat  the  latter  was  G^rge  Heriot,  who^  though 
his  habits  and  education  indu(»d  him  to  carry  aristo- 
cratical  feeUngs  to  a  degree  which  woukl  now  be 
thought  extravai^ant,  haa  too  much  spirit  and  good 
sense  to  permit  mmself  to  be  intruded  upon  to  an  un- 
authorized excess,  or  used  with  the  ahghtest  unpro- 
per  freedom,  by  such  a  peraon  aa  Sir  Mungo,  to  whom 
he  was,  nevertheless,  not  only  respectfully  civil,  but 
essentially  kind,  and  even  generous. 

Acoorjdinffly,  this  appeared  from  the  maimer  in 
which  Sir  Mungo  Malagrowther  conducted  himself 
upon  entering  the  iNfMurtmenL  He  pax!  his  respects 
to  Master  Herk>t,  and  a  decent,  elderly,  aoroewhat 
severe-lookiitf  fiBmale,  m  a  coif;  wha  by  the  name  of 
Aunt  Judith,  dkl  the  honours  of  his  house  and  tables 
With  little  or  no  portion  of  Um  supercilious  acidity, 
which  his  smgttlar  physiognomy  aasumed  when  hs 
made  his  bow  siiccessivelv  to  David  Ramsay,  and  the 
two.  sober  citizens.  He  timist  himself  into  the  oon- 
m  of  the  latter,  to  observe  he  had  heard  in 
that  the  bankrupt  concern  of  Pindivide,  a 
jerchantj—whO)  as  he  expressed  iu  had  given 
p^jws  a  pudding,  and  on  whom  he  knew  from 

same  authority,  each  of  the  honest  cUizens  had 

some  unsettled  chum,  was  like  to  prove  a  total  loss 
--"  stock  and  block,  ahip  and  cargo,  keel  attdi^ggmg. 
all  lost,  now  and  for  ever." 

The  two  citizens  grinned  at  each  other ;  but,  too 
prudent  to  make  their  private  afiaurs  the  subject  of 
public  diacusak>n,  drew  their  heads  together,  snd 
evaded  forther  conversation  by  speaking  m  a  whis- 
per. 

Sie  old  Scota  knight  next  attadtol  the  watch- 
er with  the  same  disrespeetfUl  familiarity.    "  Da- 
vie," he  aaid,— "  Davia^  ye  donnard  auld  idiot,  have 
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^_  nesigiK: 

bea^  as  clear  as  a  tout  on  a  bawbee  whisUei" 

/'  why.  Sir  Mungo,"  said  the  mechanist,  after  ma- 
king an  effort  to  recall  to  his  recollection  what  had 
been  said  to  him,  and  by  whom,  "it  may  be,  that  y« 
are  nearer  the  mark  than  ye  are  yourseU  awavs  of 
S6 
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ftr«  uJditf  the  ttit  homs  o*  the  beast,  ye  may  eaaily 
estimate  by  your  digilals'' 

**  My  diinta  1  you  d^  auid,  maty,  good-for-nothing 
timepiece  P'  exclaimed  Sir  Mungo,  while,  betwixt 
jesi  and  earnest,  he  laid  on  his  mlt  his  hand,  or  ra- 
ther his  claw,  (for  Sir  Rullion^s  broadsword  had 
abridged  it  into  that  form,)— "D'ye  mean  to  upbraid 
me  ^th  my  mutilation  1" 

Master  Heriot  interfered.  *'  I  cannot  persuade  our 
fliend  David,"  he  said,  "  that  scriptural  prophecies 
ave  intended  to  remain  m  obscurity,  until  their  unex- 
pected aeoomplifrtiment  shall  mak&as  in  former  days, 
that  ftlfillod  which  was  written.  But  you  mast  not 
exert  your  knightly  valour  on  hun  for  all  that." 

**By  my  s&m,  and  it  would  be  throwing  it  away," 
said  Sir  Munga  laughing'  "  I  would  as  soon  set  out, 
with  hound  and  horn,  to  hunt  a  sturdied  sheep ;  for 
he  is  in  a  dose  again,  and  up  to  the  chm  in  numenrals, 
quotients,  and  aividends.-T-Mi8tress  Maigaret,  my 
pretty  boaey."  for  the  beauty  of  the  young  cifizen 
made  even  Sir  Mnngo  Malagrowther's  grim  features 
relax  themselves  a  little,  **t8  your  fiither  always  as 
entertaining  as  he  seems  just  now  9" 

Mistress  Margaret  tf  mpered,  bridled,  looked  to  ei- 
ther 8id&  then  strak;ht  before  her  i  and,  having  as- 
sumed ell  the  airs  or  bashful  embarrassment  and  ti- 
midity which  were  necessary,  as  sh^  thought,  to  cover 
a  certain  shrewd  readiness  which  really  oelonged  to 
her  eharacter,  at  length  replied,  "That  indeed  her 
father  was  very  thoughtAil,  but  she  had  heard,  that 
be  took  the  habit  of  mind  from  her  grandfather." 

"  Your  grandfather  I"  said  Sir  Munfto,--after  doubt- 
iBff  if  he  had  heard  her  aright,—"  Said  She  her  grand- 
father 1  The  lassie  is  distraught  1—1  ken  nae  wench 
on  tUs  side  of  Temple-Bar  that  is  derived  from  so  dis- 
tant a  relation." 

'*  She  has  got  a  godfether,  however,  Sir  Mungo," 
said  George  Heriot,  again  interfering;  "and  I  nope 
you  will  allow  him  intereet  enough  with  you,  to  re* 
quest  vovL  will  not  put  his  pretty  godchild  to  so  deep 

"  The  better— the  better,"  said  Sir  Mungo.  "  It  is 
a  credit  to  her,  that,  bred  and  bom  within  the  sound 
of  Bow-bell,  she  can  blush  for  any  thing ;  and,  by 
my  saul,  Master  Gleorge."  he  continued,  chucking  the 
imtated  and  reluctant  damsel  under  the  chin,  "^she 
IS  bonuK  enough  to  make  amends  for  her  lack  of  an- 
cestry—at  least,  m  such  a  region  as  Cheapaide,  where, 
i^ye  mmd  me^  the  kettle  cannot  call  the  porridge- 
pot" 

The  damsel  blushed,  but  not  so  angrily  as  before. 
Master  George  Heriot  hastened  to  interrimt  the  con- 
clusion of  Sir  Mungp*s  homely  proverb,  by  introdu- 
cing him  personalty  Do  Lord  Nig«. 

Sir  Mungo  could  not  at  first  understand  what  his 
host  said.— "Bread  of  Heaven,  wha  say  v&  man?" 

Upon  the  name  of  Nigel  Olifaunt,  Lord  Glenvar- 
lech,  being  again  hollaed  into  his  ear,  he  drew  up, 
and,  rc«aiding  his  entertainer  with  some  aasterity, 
rebuked  him  for  not  making  persons  of  quality 
quainted  with  each  other,  that  they  might  exi ' 
courtesies  before  they  mingled  with  other  folku 
then  made  as  handsome  and  courtly  a  congee 
new  acquaintance  as  a  man  maimed  in  foot  and 
could  do ;  and,  observing  he  had  known  my  I( 
father,  bid  him  welcome  to  London,  and  ~ 
sbottla  see  him  at  CoUrt. 

Nuffil  in  an  instant  comprehended,  as  well  from 
Sir  Mnngo*s  manner,  as  from  a  strict  compression 
of  then'  entertainer's  lips,  which  intimated  the  sup- 
pression of  a  desire  to  laugh,  that  he  was  dealing 
with  an  original  of  no  ordinary  description,  and  ac- 
cordingly, returned  his  courtesy  with  suitable  pnne- 
tittousness.  Sir  Mungo,  in  the  meanwhile,  gazied  on 
him  with  much  earnestness;  and,  as  the  contempla- 
tion of  natural  advantages  Was  as  odious  to  him  as 
that  of  wealth,  or  other  adventitious  benefits,  he  had 
no  sooner  completely  perused  the  handsome  form 
and  good  features  of  the  young  lord,  than,  like  one  of 
the  comforters  of  the  Man  of  iJz,  he  drew  close  up  to 
hmi,  to  enlarge  on  the  former  grandeur  of  the  Lords 
of  Glenvarloch,  and  the  regret  with  which  he  had 
neard.  that  their  representative  was  not  likely  to  pos- 
sess the  domains  or  hb  ancestry.    Anon,  he  enlarged 


upon  the  beauties  of  the  ptineipal  miaaonol  Glefr 
varloch— the  commanding  site  of  the  old  ca^e-il» 
noble  expanse  of  the  lake,  stocked  with  wildfowl  ftr  « 
hawking—the  commanding  screen  of  forest,  tOKiias*  t 
ting  in  a  mountain- ridge  abounding  with  deo^-tad 
all  the  other  advantages  of  that  fine  and  ancivt  bi-  ^ 
rony,  till  Nigel,  m  spite  of  every  efibrt  to  dw  ooii«mr, 
was  unwillingly  obliged  to  sign. 

Sir  Mungo,  skilfiii  in  discerning  when  the  ivifhai 
of  those  he  conversed  with  ^re  wrunft  obNrnd  : 
that  his  new  aoquaintanoe  wmced,  and  would  w31-.  : 
ingly  have  pressed  the  discussion  ;  but  the  onok'i  r 
impatient  knock  upon  the  dresser  with  the  htft  C: 
his  dudgeon-knife,  now  gave  a  signal  load  enoo^li,  ■ 
be  heard  from  the  top  of  the  house  to  tiwbottoij^\ 
summoning  at  the  same  time,  the  servinfr-mn  tt*  \ 
place  the  dianer  upon  the  table,  and  the  goesit  lvp«»''' 
take  of  it. 

Sir  Munjipo,  who  was  an  adaprer  of  good  etiff.-' 
a  taste  which,  by  the  way,  mSft  have  fonie  vepi 
m  reconbilmg  his  dignity  to  these  eit)%iaiti^-i«i  ; 
tolled  off  by  the  sound,  and  left  Nigel  and  tin  Mhr  : 
guests  in  peaces  until  his  anxiety  to  airaqge  IMf 
m  his  due  place  of  pre-eminenoe  at  the  gcmd  M 
was  duly  gratified.    Her&  seated  on  the  left  tend  e(  : 
Aunt  Judith,  he  beheld  Nigel  occupy  the  ttiooD  «f 
yet  higher  honour  on  the  right,  dividmg  that  naM  : 
from  pretty  Mbtress  Margaret ;  but  he  saw  thisinii-  !j 
the  more  patience,  that  there  stood  betwixt  liimai  ] 
theyoung  lord  a  superb  larded  capon.  \ 

Toe  dinner  proceeded  aocordme  to  the  form  of  M  : 
times.    All  was  excellent  of  the  Jdnd ;  and,  I 
the  Soottiah  cheer  psomised,  the  board  displi 
and  puddixift  the  statutory  dainties  of  Old  I  . 
A  small  cupboard  of  plate,  very  choicely  and  I — - 
fully  wrought,  did  not  escape  the  ooniplimenn  d' 
some  of  the  company,  and  an  oblique  sneer  fromfr 
Mungo,'  as  intimating  the  owner's  excellence  in  il. 
own  mechanical  craii. 

"  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  workmanship,  Sir  Mifr 
gOi"  said  the  honest  citizen.  "  They  say,  a  gw 
cook  knows  how  to  lick  his  own  fingers;  vaa^m 
thinks,  it  were  unseemly  that  I;  who  nave  funuiW 
half  the  cupboards  in  broad  Britain,  should  hareaf 
own  covered  with  paltry  pewter." 

The  blessing  of  the  clergyman  now  left  die  nstt 
at  liberty  to  attack  what  Mras  placed  before  fliaRt. 
and  the  meal  went  forward  vidth  great  decM. 
until  Aunt  Judith,  in  fiirther  recommendatioB  dm^ 
capoik  assured  her  company  that  it  was  of  a  e» 
breted  breed  of  poultry,  which  she.  had  iitfw 
brought  from  Scotland.  ^ 

"liien,  like  some  of  his  cuootrsrmen,  mMOQ 
said  the  pitiless  Sir  Mnngo,  not  without  k  nmt, 
towards  his  landlord,  "he  has  been  well  I*m^, 
Enriand."  .     „    ' 

**  There  are  some  others  of  his  eountiysMB,'  an^ 
s^ered  Master  Heriot,  "to  whom  all  die  lard  » 
England  has  not  been  able  to  render  thatgoodoffioe^ 

Sir  Mungo  sneered  and  reddened,  the  realm  tot 

tmpany  laughed ;  and  the  satirist,  who  had  w 
^.asons  for  not  coming  to  extremity  with  KaaMT 
George,  was  alent  for  the  rest  of  the  dinner.     ^ 

The  dishes  were  exchanged  for  confecuons.  tM 
wine  of  the  highest  quality  and  flavour;  and  I 
saw  the  entertainments  of  the  wealth^st  boigo' 
ters,  which  be  had  witnessed  abroad,  fairly  outfl 
by  the  hospitality  of  a  London  citizen.  Yet  I 
was  nothing  ostentatious,  or  which  seemed  r 
sistent  with  the  degree  of  an  opulent  burgher. 

While  the  collation  proceeded, '  Nigel,' acoora  . 
the  good-breeding  of  the  time,  addressed  hie  < 
course  principally  to  Mrs.  Judith ;  whom  he  i«_^ 
to  be  a  Woman  of  a  strong  S  ottish  understanog 
more  inclined  towards  the  Puritans  than  ^"^"1 
brother  George,  (for  in  that  relation  the  tltaoaM 
hun,  though  he  always  called  her  aunt,)  attacBea.l 
him  in  the  strongest  degree,  and  sedulous^  ?l^^^ 
to  all  his  comforts.  As  the  conversation  oil  this  gofl 
dame  was  ne?ther  lively  nor  fascinating;  the  yoia| 
lord  naturally  addressed  himself  next  to  the  ^ 
horologer's  very  pretty  daughter,  who  sat  uponjj 
left  hand.  Prom  her,  however,  there  was  no  eijrtw 
mg  any  reply  beyond  the  measure  of  a  movnoaru  w 
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dtdwhen  the  yotmg  gallant  had  said  the  best  and 
aiost  complaisant  tnjnss  which  his  courtesy  supplied, 
the  smile  that  mantled  upon  her  pretty  mouth  was 
10  slight  and  evanescenti  as  scarce  to  be  discem- 

^Kd  was  beginning  to. tire  of  hia  company,  for 
the  old  citizens  were  speaking  with  his  host  of  com- 
mercial matters  in  language  to  him  totally  unintelli- 
gible, when  Su*  Mun^  Malagrowther  suddenly 
a&tnmoned  their  attention. 

That  amiable  personage  had  for  some  time  with- 
drawn from  the  company  into  the  recess  of  a  pro- 
lectrog  window,  so  formed  and  placed,  as  to  com- 
flanda  view  of  the  door  of  the  house,  and  of  the 
itreet  This  situation  was  probablr  preferred  by 
Sr  Mungo  on  account  of  the  number  of  objects 
vhich  the  streets  of  a  metropolis  usually  offer,  of  a 
kind  congenial  to  the  thoughts  of  a  splenetic  man. 
What  he  had  hitherto  seen  passing  there,  was  pro- 
khljr  of  little  conseciuenoe  ;  out  now  a  trampling  of 
horte  was  heard  without,  and  the  knight  suddenly 
ettbimed,— "  By  mv  faith.  Master  George,  you  had 

lows 


"My  cash -keeper  is  below,"  said  Heriot,  without 
isturbing  himscl£  "  and  he  Will  let  me  know  if  his 
Cracks  commands  require  my  immediate  attention." 

"Uoiph }— cash-keeper  T*  muttered  Sh  Mungo  to 
tensdf;  "he  would  ha^e  had  an  6a8y  office  .when  I 
fttt  keml  ye.— But,"  said  he,  speaking  aloud,  "will 

Cnot  come  to  the  window,  at  least  7  for  Knighton 
tmndled  a  piece  of  silver-plate  intd  your  houee— 
!  ha!  ha!  ha !— trundled  it  upon  its  edge,  as  a  callan' 
I  WHMdnre  a  hoop.  I  cannot  help  laughing— ha! 
1  ha!  hij-ot  the  fellow's  hnpudence?' 
!       I  beficve  you  could  not  help  laushing,"   said 

fiaWB  Heriot  risinff  up  and  leaving  tne  room,  **  if 

fwrbest  friend  lay  dying." 
'      Bitter  that,  my  lard— ha?"  said  SirMun^,  ad- 

.•^ang  Nigel.  Our  friend  is  not  a  goldsmith  for 
;  aaAing— he  hath  no  leaden  wit.   But  I  will  go  down 

•  IMtee  what  comesi)n't." 

:  Hoiot,  as  he  descended  the  stairs,  met.  his  cash- 
nBur  coming  up,  with  some  concern  in  his  face.— 
5rT'  **^^  ^^^\  Roberts "  said  the  goldsmith, 
vm  means  all  this,  manr* 

ItisKnighton,  Master  Heriot,  from  the  court— 
^^ton,  the  Duke*s  man.  He  brought  back  the 
mr  you  carried  to  Whitehall,  flnng  it  into  the  en- 
Juce  aa  if  it  had  been  an  old  pewter  platter,  and 
We  me  tell  you^  the  king  would  have  none  of  your 

-^ihmpery." 
'  Ay,  mdeed !"  said  Geoi^  Heriot—"  None  of  my 

'  pppery !— Come  hither  mto  the  compting-room, 
Jjms.— Sff  Mungo,"  he  added,  bowmg  to  the 
5^^  ^ho  had  joined,  and  was  preparing  to  follow 

•  «»i,  "I  praf  yoiur  forgiveness  for  an  instant." 

'    In  vvnie  01  inifl  prohibitk>n,  Sir  Muneo,  who,  as 

^  as  the  rest  of  the  company,  had  overheard  what 

P^Med  betwixt  George  Heriot  and  Ms  cash-keeper, 

;  *aw  himself  condemned  to  wait  in  the  outer  business- 

{■01B,  where  he  would  have,  endeavoured  to  slake 

;  P eager  cariosity  by  questioning  Knighton;   but 

'  2!^P*i>aary  of  greatness,  after  having  added  to  the 

'iSS!  L  ^^i*^'!^  o^  ^^^  master  some  rudeness  of  his 

>(9ai  had  ogam  scampered  westward,  with  his  satel- 

j^Jiaihiaeeels. 

I  Jjthe  meanwhile,  the  name  of  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
I  Sri")  ^^^  omnipotent  favourite  both  of  the  King 
^S  L  Prince  of  Wales,  had  struck  some  anxiety 
^  P  the  party  which  remained  in  the  great  parlour. 
'  {[Wat mora  feared  than  beloved,  ano^  if  not' abso- 
"^  QL  *^  '^  tyranicaP  disposition,  was  accounted 
0,  Wtv,  vblent^  and  vindictive.  It  pressed  on  Nigel's 
f  r^i  that  he  himself,  though  he  could  not  conceive 
i«  i^or  wnv,  might  be  the  original  cause  of  the 
^'  flS!^'''  oi  the  Duke  against  his  benefactor.  The 
i'  25  '^**^  ^^^  comments  in  whispers,  until  the 

*  Sbk  '^<^h^  Ramsay,  who  had  not  heard  a  word 
'  im!?^^'^  previously  passed,  but  plunged  in  those 

*  krt  y*^^  which  he  connected  every  other  inci- 
f'  *a}  and  event,  took  up  only  the  catchword,  and 
A  i«>be4-»Tii6  Dokft^th^  Duka  of  Buekhisham- 


Oeor^  Tdllers— ay— 1  have  spoke  with  Lambe  about 

"  Our  Lord  and  our  Lady  t  Now,  how  can  you  say 
so,  father?"  said  hisdaugnter,  who  had  shrewdness 
enough  to  see  that  her  father  was  touching  upca 
danaeroos  ground. 

"why,  ay,-  child,"  answered  Ramsay:  "  the  star* 
do  but  incline,  they  cannot  compel.  But  well  you 
wotf  it  is  commonly  said  (rf*  his  Graca  by  those  who 
have  the  skill  to  cast  nativities,  that  there  was  a  no* 
table  conjunction  of  Mars  and  Saturn— the  of^parsnt 
or  true  time  of  which,  reducing  the  calculanons  ol 
Eichstadius  made  for  the  latitude  of  Oranienburg^h 
to  that  of  London,  gives  seven  hours,  fifty-five  mi- 
nutes, and  forty-one  seconds*' 

**  Hold  your  peace,  old  soothsayer,"  said  Heriot. 
who  at  that  instant  entered  the  room  with  a  calm 
and  steady  countenance ;  "your  calculations  are  true 
and  undeniable  when  they  regord  brass  and  wire,  and 
mechanical  force ;  but  future  events  are  at  the  pleasure 
of  Him  who  bears  the  hearts  of  Kings*  in  his  hands." 

"Ay,  biR,  George,"  answered  the  watchmaker,. 
"there  was  a  concurrence  of  signs  at  this  gentle- 
man's birth,  which  showed  his  course  would  be  u 
strange  one.  Long  has  it  been  said  of  him.  he  was 
bom  at  the  very  meeting  of  night  and  day,  and 
under  crossing  and  contending  influences  that  may 
affect  both  us  and  him. 

'  Full  moon  and  hif h  an, 

Great  is«D  thalt  Umu  be  ; 

Red  dawnins,  ctonnr  akj. 

Bloody  dMth  shall  thoa  dia.'  '*  ^ 

**It  is  not  good  to  speak  of  such  things,"  sahi 
Heriot,  "  especially  of  the  great ;  stone  wolls  hava 
ears,  ond  a  bird  of  the  air  shall  carry  the  matter."  • 

Several  of  the  guests  seemed  to  be  of  their  host's 
opinion.  The  two  merchants  took  brief  leave,  as  il 
under  consciousnesi  that  something  was  wrong. 
Mistress  Margnret,  her  body-guard  or  'prentices  be- 
ing in  reodiness^  plucked  her  father  by  the  sleeve, 
and,  rescuing  him  from  a  brown  study,  (whether 
referring  to  the  wheels  of  Time,  or  to  that  of  For- 
tune, is  uncertain,)  wished  pood-night  to  her  fncnd 
Mrs.  Judith,  and  received  her  godiath^s  blessing, 
who,  at  the  same  time,  put  upon  her  slender  finger  a 
ring  of  much  taste  ana  some  value  j  for  he  seldom 
suftered  her  to  leave  him  without  some  token  of  his 
affection.  Thus  konoiirably  dismissed,  and  accom- 
panied by  her  escort,  she  set  forth  on  her  return  to 
Fleet-street 

Sir  Muno;o  had  bid  adieu  to  Master  Heriot  as  ha 
came  out  n-om  the  back  compting-room,  but  such 
was  the  interest  which  he  took  in  the  affairs  of  his 
friend,  that,  when  Master  George  went  ap  stairs,  he 
could  not  help  walkinginto  that  sanctuni  sanctorum, 
to  .see  how  master  Roberts  was  employed.  The 
knight  found  the  cash-keeper  busy  irt  making  ex- 
tracts from  those  huse  brass-clasped  leathern -bound 
manuscript  folios,  which  are  the  pride  and  trust  of 
deil^rs,  and  the  dread  of  customers  whose  year  of 
is  out.  The  good  knight  leant  his  elbows  on 
sk,  and  said  to  the  functionary  m  a  condoling 
,  jf  voice,— "Whot!  you  have  lost  a  good  cus- 
tdffier,  I  fear.  Master  Roberts,  and  are  ousied  in 
making  out  his  bill  of  charges  7 ' 

Now,  it  chanced  that  Roberts,  like  Sir  Mungo  him- 
self, was  a  little  deaf,  and,  like  Sir  Mungo,  knew  <ilso 
how  to  make  the  most  of  it ;  so  that  be  answered 
at  cross  purposes, — "I  humbly  crave  your  pardon, 
Sir  Mungo,  K>r  not  h4\'ing  sent  in  yodr  bill  ot  charge 
sooner,  but  my  master  bade  me  not  disturb  you.  I 
will  bnng  the  items  together  in  a  moment"  »o  say- 
ing, he  began  to  turn  over  the  leaves  of  his  book  of 
fate,  murmuring,  "Repairing  ane  silver  seal— new 
clasp  to  his  chain  of  office— «n6  over-gilt  brooch  to 
his  hat,  being  a  Saint  Andrew's  cross!  with  thistles 
—a  copper  gilt  pair  of  spurs,— this  to  Daniel  Driver, 
we  not  dealmg  in  the  arfde." 

He  would  nave  proceeded  $  but  Sir  Mungo,  not 
prepared  to  endure  the  recital  of  jthe  catalogue  of  hia 
own  petty  debts,  and  still  less  willing  to  satisfy  them 
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imiiiadiateljr  rapomed  the  moi«  serious  labooiB  which 
Sir  munfiort  intrusion  had  mtemipted.* 


CHAPTER  VII. 

Thinn  needftil  we  have  thoufht  on  j  bat  the  thiiiff 
or  allmnct  needful— ttiat  which  Scripture  tenne, 
At  If  alone  it  merited  regard. 
The  QMS  thiof  needful— that^i  yet  unconeider'd. 

Tte  Ckamberlaku 

Whxn  the  rest  of  the  company  had  taken  their  de- 
parture from  Master  Heriot'^  house,  the  voung  Lord 
of  Glenvarloch  also  oflered  to  take  leave  ;.out  his  host 
detained  him  for  a  few  minutes,  until  all  were  gone 
exceptinff  the  clergyman. 

'*  My  lord,"  then  said  the  worthy  citizen,  "  we  have 
had  our  permitted  hour  of  honest  and  hospitable  pas- 
time, and  now  I  would  fain  delay  you  tor  another 
and  graver  purpose  as  it  is  our  custom,  when  we 
have  the  benefit  of  good  Mr.  Windsor's  company, 
that  he  reads  the  prayers  of  the  church  for  the  even- 
ing before  we  separate.  Your  excellent  father,  my 
lord,  would  not  have  departed  before  family  worship 
~I  hope  the  same  from  your  lordship." 

*•  With  pleasure,  sir,"  answered  Nigel  {  "  and  you 
add  in  the  invitation  an  additional  obligauon  to  those 
with  which  you  have  loaded  me.  When  young  men 
•forget  what  is  their  duly,  they  owe  deep  thaCKs  to 
the  friend  who  will  remind  them  of  it." 

While  they  talked  together  in  this  manner,  the 
serving-men  nad  removed  the  folding-tables,  brought 
forward  a  portable  reading-desk,  and  placed  chairs 
and  hassocks  for  their  master,  their  .mistress,  and 
the  noble  stranger.  Another  low  chair,  or  rather  a 
sort  of  stool,  was  placed  close  beside  that  of  Master 
Heriot;  ana  though  the  circumstance  was  trivial, 
Nigel  was  induced  to  notice  it,  because,  when  about 
to  occupy  that  scat,  he  was  prevented  by  a  sign  from 
the  old  gentleman,  and  motioned  to  another  of  some- 
what more  elevation.  ,  The  clergyman  took  his  sta- 
tion behind  the  reading-desk.  The  domestics,  a 
numerous  family  both  of  clerks  and  servants,  includ- 
ing Moniplies,  attended  with  great  gravity,  and  were 
accommodated  with  benches. 

The  household  were  all  seated,  and,  extern  all  v  at 
least,  composed  to  devout  attention,  when  a  low 
knock  was  heard  at  the  door  of  the  apartment ;  Mrs. 
Judith  looked  anxiously  at  her  brother,  as  if  desiring 
to  know  his  pleasure.  He  nodded  his  head  gravely, 
and  looked  to  the  door.  Mrs.  Judith  immediately 
crossed  the  ehamber,  opened  the  door,  and  led  into 
the  npnrtment  a  beautiful  creature,  whose  sudden  and 
siiiKiilar  appearance  might  have  made  her  almost 
pass  for  an  apparition.    She  was  deadly  pale^there 

*  ft  will  prrhnpi  be  reeoeniMd  bj  eoroe  of  mj  conntnrnieD,  that 
|]iecaufitieSeotti»hknitnt,aideecrihedinthe  preoedinr  chap- 
ter, borrowed  tome  of  m«  attributes  f^om  a  rooit  worthy  and  re* 
•Dfwtable  baronet,  who  waa  to  be  met  with  in  Edinburfh  society 
about  twenty- five  or  thirty  yean  afo.  U  is  not  bjr  any  meant  to 
be  inferred,  that  the  livinr  person  rcmnblod  the  imaginary  one 
in  the  coarse  of  life  asenbed  to  him,  or  in  his  personal  uta- 
batos.  But  his  fortune  was  little  adequate  to  his  rank 
antiquity  of  his  (kmily  ;  and,  to  avenge  himself  of  this  dL  . 
the  worthy  baronet  lost  no  opportunity  of  mnlcing  tlie  _ 
atowed  sons  of  fortune  feci  the  edge  of  his  satire.  This  he^ 
tbe  art  of  disguising  under  the  personal  inflrmitv  of  ietttr^mm, 
and  uxually  introduced  his  most  severe  things  by  an  affected 
mistake  or  what  was  said  around  him.  For  example,  at  a  pub* 
!ic  meetingof  a  certaio  coanty,this  worthy  gcntloman  had  cliosen 
to  display  a  laced  coat,  of  such  a  pattern  as  had  not  been  seen  in 
aooiety  for  tho  beUcr  i>art  of  a  century.  The  roung  men  who 
were  present  amused  titemselves  with  rallying  hira  oa  his  taste, 
when  be  suddenly  Hingted  out  one  of  the  party  >— '^Auld  d'ye 
think  my  coat— auld  fashioned  ?— indeed  it  canoa  be  new  ;  but 
it  was  the  wark  of  a  braw  tailor,  and  that  was  your  grand/ktlier, 
who  was  at  the  head  of  the  trade  in  Edinburgh  about  the  begin* 
niag  of  last  century."  Upon  anoUier  occasion,  when  this 
*  vpe  of  Sir  Muago  Malacrowther  happened  to  hear  a  nobleman, 
the  high  chief  of  one  of  those  Bordvr  clans  who  were  aeotned 
at  paying  very  little  attention  in  ancient  times  to  the  distino* 
lions  of  MNcsiand  Tsimi,  addressing  a  gentleman  of  the  same 
name,  as  if  conjectuiing  (here  should  be  some  ralationsliip 
between  ttiem,  he  volunteered  to  ascertain  the  natnre  of  the  con- 
nexion bjr  saying,  that  the  "  Chief's  ancestors  had  stolen  the 
tows,  and  the  other  gentleman's  ancestors  had  kUkd  tliero,"— 
(kme  ascribinji  the  origin  of  the  latter  fkmilir  to  a  batcher.  It 
may  be  well  imagined,  that  among  a  people  that  liave  been 
alwayb  punctilious  aboot  gonealojy,  such  a  persoi,  who  had  a 
geooral  tieqaaintaoce  with  all  tlie  flaws  and  specks  in  the  shields 
nf  toe  proud  the  pretending,  and  the  iuwmsux  riekea,  rami  havo 
Uti  luo  same  seopa  for  omuaensrat  aa  a  monkey  m  achinsahopb 


was  not  the- least  ahadaoC  vital  led  to  ealivnfti. 
tures.  which  were  exquisitely  formed,  and  m^  bol 
for  that  circumstancei  have  been  termed  tranaoeii* 
dentl y  beautifid.  Her  long  black  hair  fell  dowo  ovec 
her  shoulders  and  down  her  back,  combed  unootUy 
and  re^larly,  but  without  the  least  appeanaos  of 
decoration  or  ornament,  which  looked  very  angokr 
at  a  period  when  head-gear,  as  it  was  called,  of  out 
sort  or  othen  was  genendlv  used  by  all  ranks.  Her 
dress  was  of  pure  white,  of^  the  simplest  fashion,  lul 
hkhng  all  her  peraoa  excepting  the  throat  faecL  tad 
hands.  Her  form  was  rather  beneath  than  toora 
the  middle  size,  but  so  justly  proportioned  u^ 
elegantly  made,  that,  the  spectator's  attention  wh 
entirely  withdrawn  from  her  size.  In  coniradictioB 
of  the  extreme  plainness  of  all  the  rest  of  her  ittin^ 
she  wore  a  necklace  which  a  duchess  muditliifi 
envied,  so  large  and  lustrous  were  the  biilGuiti  d 
which  it  was  composed;  and  around  her  wiiit  i 
zone  of  rubies  of  scarce  bferior  value. 

When  this  singular  figure  entered  the  aparUmi; 
she  cast  her  eyes  on  Nigel»  and  paus^  as  if  BOfiir- 
taui  whether  4o  advance  or  retreat.  The/tEuoB 
which  she  took  of  him  seemed  to  be  onenturof 
imceitainty  and  hesitation,  than  of  bashAilBMOc  . 
timidity.  Aunt  Judith  took  her  by  the  hand,  lod  kd  ' 
her  slowly  fbrward— her  dark  eves,  however,  eoo* 
tinued  to  be  fixed  on  Nigel,  with  an  expreeMDii 
melancholy  by  which  he  felt  strangely  afTected.  £?ai 
when  she  was  seated  on  the  vacant  stool,  which  lai 
placed  there  probably  for  her  accommodatko,  it 
again  looked  on  hun  more  than  onee  with  die  MM 
pensive,  lingering,  and,  anxious  expression,  bat  ff» 
out  either  shyness  or  embarrassment,  not  eveov 
much  as  to  call  the  slightest  degree  of  compleiM 
into  her  clieek. 

So  soon  as  this  singular  female  had  taken  npni 
prayer-book,  which  was  laid  upon  Jier  cusbioo,  m 
seem«d  immeraed  in  devotional  duty ;  and  aithMP 
Nigel's  attention  to  the  service  was  so  muchdistOT* 
ed  oy  this  extraordinary  apparition,  that  be  looU 
towards  her  repeatedly  in  the  course  of  the  lerrtt 
he  could  never  observe  that  her  eyes  or  her  thotpn 
strayed  so  much  as  a  single  mdlnent  from  the  ii» 
in  which  she  was  engaged.  Nijsel  himself  wifk0 
attentive^  for  the  appearance  of^this  lady  seemed  » 
extraordinary,  that,  strictly  as  he  had  been  bred,9 
by  his  father  to  pay  the  most  reverential  ttttBtiofl 
J  _•  •        ' mnance  of  divine  service,  his  thougbliij 


service  was  concluded,  and  each  had  renaiineiiie* 
cording  to  the  decent  and  edifying  practice  ofne 
church,  concentrated  in  n^ental, devotion  frreebMt 
space,  the  mysterious  visitant  arose  ere  toy  mm 
person  stirred;  and  Nigel  remarked  that  j»i»eatM 
domestics  left  their  plaoesi  or  even  moved^istu  wj 
had  firat  kneeled  on  one  knee  to  Heriot,  who  eeemea 
to  bless  her  with  his  hand  laki  on  her  he^t»> 
roelandioly  solemnity  of  look  and  action.  ^fTf 
bended  her  body,  hot  without  kneeling,  to  Mnk  Juw^ 
and  having  performed  these  two  acts  of  nsvenB^ 
she  left  the  room ;  yet  just  in  the  act  of  hsr  <hP*jJQ 
she  01 
with  I 


own  1 
sawG 

apartment  ^^ 

The  domestics  then  rose  and  dispersed  themim 
—wine,  and  fruit,  and  spices^  ware  ofiered  to  ua 
Nigel  and  to  the  clergyman,  and  the  latter  tookJJ 
leave.  The  young  lord  would  fain  have  m«*"5!!1IS 
him,  i    '  .       .       i..  . 

tion  ^ 
host,  ^ 
ing-room. 

^I  hope.. my  lord,"  said  the  citizen,  "i5*[2£ 
preparations  for  attending  Court  are  in  such  ""[JJJi. 
nees  that  you  can  gp  thither  the  day  after  to-wfnw^ 
It  is,  perhsps.  the  last  day,  for  some  tini^tui"^ 
Majesty  will  hold  open  court  for  all  who  w^jj; 
tensione  by  birth,  rank,  or  office,  to  attend  uw»  am 
On  the  su^Mqqei^t  day  he  goes  t»  Theobald's,  WJWv 


Gllir.ni*] 


.TBB  ramtiBBs  or 


iiHs  80  xMieh  cicoaiKed  witiv  liinMiafit 
ares,  that  be  oaras  not  to  beintrtided  on." 

"I  ihatt  be  in  all  outward  raadineM  to  pay  my 

ttty,"  aaid  tha  yoong  nobleman,  "vet I  have  fitUe 

I    heart  to  do  it.    The  iiieiMiB'  from  wboni  I  ougkt  to 

l«  have  iboiid-  ooeeurageitient  and   protectioii,  bare 

pi^ved  cold  and  faue--I  certaimy  wiU  not  trouble 

AmrSar  theif  eountenatioa  on  thie  ocea«on-^«nd  yet 


I  must  confesa  my  childiah  unwiilingneas  to 
(Me  fli^Mw  uitod  eo  new  a  soene. 
^^t  ia  bold  of  a  meolntiic  like  me  to  make  each  an 
ofer  to  a  aoUemas^"  eoid  Heriot;  "  burl  most  at- 
tand  at  Coart  to-morronr.  I  oan  aeeompany  you  as 
far  as  the  preeeooe-chambefi  from  my  privilege  a3 
yna  oC  the  HouaebpldK  1  oan  facilitate-  your  entrance, 
ikould  you  find  diffloiiltyt  aad  I  ean  point  out  tha 
Draper  manner  and  time  «f  mnoaobinff:  the  JBdng. 
But  I  do  uoi  know/'  he  addec^  arailins,  "  whether 
these  tittle  adivantagoa  will  net  be  overoalaiieed  by 
the  iaeoogrtiitf  of  a  noUeman  reoeiwg  ibem  fvam' 
the  haadiB  ofan  old  eoaih*" 

'*Ffeni  the  hands  rather  of  the  only  friiend  I  have 
fimad  in  Ijondoat"  afeid  NSgei,  oflering  hie  hand; 

"Nay,  if  yoift  think  of  the  matlerin  that  wav,"  re« 
Mi  the  honeat  citiAm^  "  theie  is  no  more  to  be  aaid 
-4  will  come  for  you  to-morrow,  with  a  barge  proper 
}•  the  occasion.— But  rememberi  my  good  young 
loni,  that  I  do  not,  like  some  men  of  my  degree,  wish 
to  take  opportunkjt  lO'etQp  betoAd  it  and  aasocia^ 
with  mf  auperiora  m  rank,  ana  th^mre  do  not  fear 
to  mortify  my  preeuoiption,  byattneiring  me  to  keep 
mydiatanoe  m  the  preeence^  and  where  it  ia  fitting 
fiv boA  of  ua  to  separate;  and  tor  what  remains, 
non  truly  happy  shall  I  be  in  proving  ef  servioe  to 

Uann  or  jny  aneieaf  patron." 

T^  style  of  conversatbn  led  so  fiir  from  the  pomt 

vbi(i  had  interested  the  young  riobteman's  curiositv, 

m  there  was  no  returning  to  it  that  night.  He 
mfoieexdmiged  thanks  and  greeting  with  George 
fleijpt,  sod  took  his  leave,  promising  to  be  equipped 
m  m  readtneea  to  embark  with  hkn  on  the  second 
necesswe  morning  at  ten  o'clock. 

The  eeaanLtion  of  iiokhoys,  celebrated  by  Count 
Anthony  Ham^on,  as  peciiliar  to  London,  had  al- 
ready, in  the  reign  of  James  I.,  begun  their  functioas, 
aad  the  aenriee  of  one  of  them,  with  his  smoky  torch, 
had  been  aecaied  co  li^t  the  young  Sootush  lord 
and  his  Mower  to  theiriodgin/^s,  which,  though  bet* 
teraoquaiated  than  formerly  with  the  city,  they  mjshc 
is  the  dark  have  ntn  some  dajiger  of  missing.  Tlias 
f9ive  the  ingtciknis  Mr.  Monipues  an  opportunity  of 
gMheriiig'cIoee  up  to  bis  mastert  after  he  had  gone 
toieegh  the  form  of  slipphig  his  left  arm  into  t^' 
handles  of  bis  hutdilert  and  kwaeninghis  broadsword 
in  the  sh»ith,  dial  he  night  be  ready  Sot  whatever 
■heuldbefell.  ,        . 

If  it  were  not  for  the  wme  and  the  good  cheer 


which  we  have  had  in  yonder  oki  man's  oouse,  my 
Jovli'^  said  the  sapient  follower,  "and  that  I  ken  him 
Of  Mport  to  be  a  just  UviiM  man  in  -many  rnqoecta, 
aod  t  reaJ  Edinburgh  gutterbloed^  I  should  have  been 
veil  piessed  to  have  seen  how  his  feet  were  shaped, 
aod  whether  he  bad  ndt  a  cloven  cloot  under  the; 
brtw  roces  and  coaiovaji  shoon  of  his.*' 

"  Why,  you  rascal,"  answered  Nigel,  you  hafve 
DBSB  tee  kmdly  tlieated,  and  aew  that  you  harve  filled 
rear  ravenous  8iemach»  yon  are  ranliag  on  the  good 
Mtleman  that  relieved  you, -' 

Under  ft^owf.noy  my  lord)"  saki  Moniplioi,-^"  I 
waold  only  like  to  see  somethmfr  mair  about  him.  I 
m  eaten  his  meat,  it  is  tma^more  shame  that  tha 
we  of  him  should  have  meat  to  give,  when  your  lord- 
■ipand  me  eoniid  soarce  have  gotten,  on  oor  own 
fseoont,  broae'  and  a  bear  hanaoek-^I  have  drunk 
Mawine,  too." 

I  aee  you  have,'*  replied  hist  master,  *'a  great  deal 
iRne  than  yon  should'  have  done." 
,  Under  your  patience,  my  lord,"  said  Moaiplies, 
lou  aru  pleased  to  say  tfaait,  because  I  crurtied  a 
ptit  with  that  joUy  boy  Jenkin,  as  they  call  the 
^iBntiee  hey,  and  that  was  out'Of  mere  acknowleJg- 
iMnt  for  his  former  kindness— i  own  that  I,  more- 
Vvttj  BUDg  tire  good  old -song  of  Elsie  Mnrley,  so  as 
uay  oevar  hoani  it  chanted  m  their  lives" 


And  wii&al  (as  Jbhn  Bonysa  *H  ••  tttef 
on  their  way,  he  suns^ 

Vp,  do jre  keo  BUi«  Marioy,  honty^  t 

tlie  wife  that  «(!■  the  htalif„  hMBf  I 
For  £l«ie  Marlej's  grown  mm  me, 
ffike  wioiwffet  up  lo  fo«d  (h«  •wine.— > 
O,  do  ire  ken'* 

Herem  mid  career  was  the  songster  interrupted^  by - 
the  stern  gripe  of  his  master,  who  lhj«atened  to  baton  • 
him  to  death  if  he  brought  the  dty-watch  upon  theui 
by  his  ill-timed  meloify. 

'*  I  crave  panlonf  m  v  Lord-^I  humbly  crave  pardon 
—only  when  I  think  of  that  Jen  Win,  as  they  call  hmif 
r  can  hardly  hdp  hujAming— *  O,  do  ye  ken'—B^t  I 
crave  your  honour's  pardoBi  and  will  be  totally  dumb; 
if  you  command  me  so." 

^'No,  SQtah!"  saidNigel  "talk  od,  fmi  I  well 
know  you  would  say  and  suner  n 


,  more  under  pretenee* 

oi  hdlotttgyour  peace,  than. wheiryou' get  an  uitbri^ 
died  hcenae.  How  is  it,  then  t  What  have  yoa  lort 
sdy  against  Master  Heriot  7" 

It  seems  more  than  probable,  diat  in  permitting' 
this  license^  the  young  lord  hoped  his  attendant 
would  stumble  UDon  the  subiect  of  the  young  lady 
who  bad  appearea-  at  prayers  in  a  manner  so  myste- 
rious. But  whether  this  was  the  case,  or  whether  he  ■ 
niady  desired  that  Honjphes  shofuld  utter,  m  a  sub- 
dued and  under  tone  of  voice  those  spirits*  whk^li 
might  otherwise  have  vented  thems^ves  in  obstr^ 
penms  song^  it  is  certainfae  permitted  his'  attendant 
to  proceed  with  his  stbry  in  hi8X)wn  way. 

^'Aiid  therrfor&"  saki  the  orator,  avtnlins  himself 
of  his  immunity,  "  I  would  like  u>  ken  whet  sort  of  a 
carle  this  Jdaister  Heriot  is.  He  hath  supphed  your' 
lordship  with  Wealth  of  gold,  as  I  can  understand  t 
afid  if  ne  has,  I  make  it  Tor  oeriain  he  hath  had-  his 
am  end  in  it,  according  to  the  fashion  of  the  world. 
Now,  had  your  lordship  your  own  good  lands  at  your 
guiding,  doubtless  this  person,  with  most  of  his  craft 
--goldsmiths  th^y  call  themselves^I  say  usnrers^- 
wad  be  glad  to  exchange  so  manv  poimds  of  African 
dust,  by  whilk  I  understand-  gold,  against  so  many 
fair  acres,  and  hundreds  of  acres,  of  oroad  Scbtiisn 
land." 

"  But  yoa  know  I  have  no  land,"  said  the  young 
lord,  "  at  leaat  none  that  can  be  affected  by  any  debt 
which  I  can  at  present  become  obliged  foi^-I  think 
you  need  not  have  reminded  meof  titat." 

"  True,  my  lord,  most  true ;  and^  as  yomr  lordship 
says,  open  to  the  meanest  capacity,  without  any 
unnecessary  exppsitbns.  Now,  therefore,  my  loitl, 
unless  Maister  George  Heriot  has  something  mair  to 
allege  as  a  motive  for  his  liberality,  vera  difTerent  from 
the  possession  of  your  estate— and  moreover,  as  he 
could  gain  little  by  the  capture  of  your  body,. where^ 
fore^sHoidd  it  not  be  your  soal  tbathciampttraait 

ofr> .  '         .  *^ 

"  My  soul,  you  rascal !"   said  the  young-  lord ; 

what  good  should  my  soul  do  him?" 

"What  do  I  ken  about  that?"  said  Moiiipliest 
"  they  go  about  roarmg  And  seeking  whom  theyr  may 

^our-Hloubtles8i  they  Uke  Hhe  food  that  tfaev  rage 

much  about— and,  my  lord,  they  say,"  added  Mo- ' 
iipHes,  drawings  up  still  closer  to 'his  master'a  side, 
''  they  uay  that  Master  Heriot  has  one  sphit  in  his* 
house  already." 

"  How,  or  what  do  you  mean  T  said  Nigel  \  "  I  will 
break  your  head,  yoa  drunken  kmtve,  if  you  pdltflr 
with  me  any  longer." 

"  Drunken  1"  answered  kSs  trusty  adhereat.  "  and 
is  this  the  story  1— why,  how  eould  I  but  drink  your 
lordship's'  health  on  my  bare  kneas,  when  Mastisr 
Jenkin  began  it  to  nie'I>-hang  them  that  woakl  no»*^ 
I  would  hove'  cut  the  impodent  knave's  hams  with 
my  broadsword,  that  should  moke  scruple  of  it  and- 
so  have  made  him  kneel' vrbes  he  should  have  round 
it  difllcnl  t  to  rise  again;  But  touching  the  spirit,"  ha 
proceeded!  finding  that  hie  master  made  no  answer 
to  his  valorous  tirade,  "  your  lordship  Ins  seen  her  - 
with  your  own  eyes." 

"  I  saw  no  spint,"  ssid  Gienvarlech,  but  yet  breatV 
ing  thick  as  one  who  expects  some  singular  disclo. 
sure,  **  what* m<^an. you  by  a  spirit?" 

''  You  saw  a  young  lady  come  m  to  prayarsi  .haft. 


young  u 


jmmvonvHRBO^yjmBL 


cCflAf.  no. 


mwka  not  a  ward  to  may  olie,  only  made  becks  and 

bows  to  the  old  gentleman  and  lady  of  the  bouse— 

kei^e  wha  she  la  ?" 
** pfo,  indeedi"  answered  Nigel ;  "some  rebtion  of 

the  fiunily.  I  sappose." 
"  Deil  a  bit— deil  a  bit,"  answered  Moniplics,  hastily, 
not  a  blood-drop's  kin  to  them,  if  she  had  a  drop  of 


"not a  .  .  „  .  .^ 

b|ood  in  her  body— I  tell  you  but  what  all  h^man 
bebgs  allege  to  be  ^ruth,  tliat  dwell  within  hoe  and 
cry  of  Lomoard*street—that  lady,  or  ouean,  or  what- 
ever you  choose  to  call  her,  has  Seen  dead  in  the  body 
these'  many  a  yeari  though  she  haunts  them,  as  we 
have  seen,  even  at  their  very  devotions." 

"  You  will  allow  her  to  be  a  ^pood  spirit  at  least," 
said  Nigel  Olifaunt.  "since  she  chooses  such  a  time 
to  visit  her' friends  1" 

**  For  that  I  kenna,  my  lord,"  answered  the  soper- 
adtious  foUower :  **  I  ken  no  spirit  that  woukl  have 
ftced  the  right  down  hammer-bk>w  of  Mess  John 
KaojL  whom  my  father  stood  by  in  his  very  warst 
days,  Dating  a  chance  time  when  the  Comt,  which 
njy  lather  supplied  with  butcher-meat,  was  against 
mm.  But  yon  divine  has  another  airt  from  powerful 
Master  RoUock,  and  Mess  David  Black,  of  North 
Leith,  and  sic  like.— Alack-a-day !  wha  can  ksn,  if  it 
please  your  lordshq[»,  whether  sic  prayers  as  the  South- 
ron read  out  of  their  auld  blethenn^  black  mess-book 
there,  may  not  be  as  powerful  to  mvite  fiends,  as  a 
right  red-net  prayer  warm  frae  the  heart,  may  be  pow- 
ei^l  to  drive  them  away,  even  as  the  Evil  spirit  was 
driven  by  the  smell  of  the  fish's  liver  from  the  bridal- 
chamber  of  Sara,  thedaughterofRaguen  Asto whilk 
story,  nevertheless,  I  make  scruple  to  sa^r  whether  it 
be  truth  or  not,  better  men  than  I  am  having  doubted 
on  that  matter." 

**  Well,  well,  well,"  sakl  his  master,  impatiently, 
*'  we  are  now  near  home,  and  I  have  permitted  you 
to  apeak  of  this  matter  for  once,  that  we  may  have  an 
end  of  jrour  prying  folly,  and  your  idioticalsupersti- 
tk>nfl,  (or  ever.  For  whom  do  you.  or  your  absurd 
authors  or  informers,  take  this  lady?" 

"  I  can  say  naething,  preceesely  as  to  that,"  an- 
swered Momplies;  "certain  it  is  her  body  died  and 
was  laid  in  the  fljave  many  a  day  since,  notwith- 
standing she  still  wanders  on  earth,  and  chiefly 
'  amongst  Maister  Heriot's  family,  though  she  hath 
been  seen  in  other  places  by  them  that  well  knew  her. 
But  who  she  is,  I  will  not  warrant  to  say,  or  how  she 
becomes  attachedjiike  a  Highland  Brownie,  to  some 
peculiar  family.  They  say  she  has  a  row  of  apart- 
ments of  her  own,  anteroom,  parlour,  and  bedroom  t 
hot  deil  a  bed  she  sleeps  in  out  her  own  coffin,  and 
the  walls,  doors,  and  windows,  are  so  chinked  up,  as 
to  prevent  the  least  blink  of  daylight  from  entering; 
ana  then  ahe  dwells  by  torchlight'*——— 

"  To  what  purpose,  if  she  be  a  spirit  T  said  Nigel' 
Olifaunt  t 

**  How  can  I  tell  yoor  lordship  ?"  answersd  his  at- 
tendant "  I  thank  God,  I  know  nothing  of  her  li- 
kings, or  mislikings— only  her  coffin  is  there;  and  I 
leave  your  lordship  to  guess  what  a  live  penon  has 
to  do  with  a  coffin*  As  little  as  a  ghost  with  a  lar  "" 
tmu  1  tn)w." 

"What  rsason,"  repeated  Nigel,  "can  a  creature,^ 
so  young  and  so  beautiful,  have  already  habitually  to 
contemplate  her  bed  of  last  long  rest  1" 

"  In  troth,  1  kenna,  my  lord,"  answered  Moniplies ; 
"but  there  is  the  coffin,  as  they  told  me  who 
have  seen  it :  It  is  made  of  heben-wood,  with  silver 
n^a,  and  lined  all  through  with  three-piled  damask, 
miaht  serve  a  princess  to  rest  in." 
^^8ingular,"^Baid  N[gel,  whose  brain,  like  that  of 
most  active  young  spints,  was  easily  caught  by  the 
ttOgulhr  and  the  romantic;  "does she  not  eat  with 
the  family?*' 

'*Who]— she  r— exclaimed  Momplies,  as  if  sur- 
oiiaed  at  the  qnestiont  "they  would  need  a  lanjg 
■poon  would  sup  with  her  I  trow.  Alwavs  there  is 
something  put  for  her  into  the  Tower,  as  they  call  it, 
whilk  is  a  whigmaleery  of  a  whirling-box,  that  turns 
half  on  the  tae  sideo'  the  wa',  half  on  the  tother." 

"  I  have  seen  the  contrivance  in  foreign  nunne- 
ries," said  the  Lord  of  GHenvarloch.  "  Ana  is  it  thus 
■iNi  roosires  her  food  1" 


"They  tell  ms  somflUtitig  is  nvt  tn  Oka  day, fer 
fashion's  sake,"  repljsd  the  attendant;  "batitaBs 
to  be  supposed  she  would  consume  it)  ony  mair  ifaas 
the  imsij^  of  Bel  and  the  Dragon  oonsumed  the 
dainty  vivsrs  that  were  placed  before  them.  TIkps 
are  stout  yeomen  and  chamber-qtoeans  in  the  hooK^ 
enow  to  play  thapart  of  Lick-i^^-a'^  as  wed  u  diks 
threescore  and  ten  priests  ci  Bel,  besides  their  wiw8 
and  chiMren." 

"  And  she  is  never  seen  in-  the  family  bat  when  Ae 
hoar  of  prayer  arrives)"  said  the  master. 

"  Never,  that  I  hear  o£"  rnlied  the  servant 

"  It  is  singular,"  aaxl  Nigel  Oiifiiunt,  nra 
"  Were  it  not  for  the  ornaments  ^hich  she  WBua 
and  still  more  for  her  attendance  upo;ii  the  sertioeoi 
the  Proteetant  Church,  I  should  know  what  to  Annk, 
and  should  believe  her  either  a  Catbohc  yotarees,  wlw 
for  some  cogent  reason,  was  sUowed  to  make  kr 
ceil  hers  in  London,  or  some  unhappy  Popish  devote^ 
who  was  in  the  eourse  of  undeigoiiig  a  drsadfbl  p»> 
nance.    As  it  is,  I  know  not  what  to  deem  of  it'^ 

Hia  reverie  was  interrupted*  by  the  Imkboy  kaod- . 
ing  at  the  door  of  honest  John  Christie,  wnoKvib 
came  forth  with  "Qttip&  and  becks,  and  wntfM 
smiles,"  to  welcome  ner  honoured  gnest  on  his  Mn 
to  his  apartment 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

Ay  I  iMric  the  matroD  well  eed  tanih  not,  Hany, 

At  her  old  ■tMple.lwt  ind  velvet  guinl— 

IVe  cali'd  her  Ike  Uie  ear  of  Diotvwvi : 

I  mean  that  ear-fAmi'd  vault,  built  p'er  hu  dmfMia 

To  catch  the  groanf  and  diieonlented  mvnnan 

Of  hit  poor  hoodftmen— Ev*!!  io  doth  Martha 

•*     ■        '    ■  initba 


Drink  up,  for  her  own  pnrpoN,  all  that  p 
Or  laiupposed  to  paw,  in  thic  wide  city-<- 
Slie  can  rotoi!  it  too,  if  that  her  profit 
Shall  call  on  her  to  do  eo ;  and  retail  it 
For  yomt  advaotafe,  io  that  fcn  can  make 
Your  profit  jump  with  hen.— TM  Omiflnpf, 

Wb  must  now  mtroduce  to  the  reader's  aeqoaill^ 
ance  another  cbaracto',  busy  and  important  far  be 
yond  her  ostensible  situation  in  society-^n  a  vroid, 
Dame  Ursula  SuddlechopL  wife  of  Bemamin  Suddle 
chop,  the  moat  renowned  barber  in  afi  Fleet  stiM. 
This  dame  had  her  owu  particular  merits^  the  priDO- 
pal  part  of  which  was  (if  her  own  rsport  could  be 
trusted)  an  infinite  desire  to  be  of  service  to  beriieno* 
crestures.  Leaving  to  her  thin  half-starved  putDff 
the  boast  of  having  the  most  dekUerous  snap  wiA 
his  fingers  of  any  shaver  in  Londk>n,  and  the  cana 
a  shop  whers  starved  apprentices  flayed  the  facet  d 
those  who  were  boobies  enough  to  trust  them,  th 
dame  drove  a  separate  snd  more  Inrrative  tmla 
which  yet  had  so  many  odd  turns  and  windinoa,  thit 
it  seemed  in  many  respects  to  contradict  itselt 

Its  highest  and  most, important  dutiea  wereofi 
very  secret  and  confklential  nature,  and  DameUiwl* 
Suddlechop  was  never  kno#n  to  betrav  any  tnaiie- 
tbn  intrusted  to  her,  unless  she  had  either  been  indif* 
ferently  paid  for  her  service,  or  that  aome  one  foand 
it  convenient  to  give  her  a  double  doucenr  to  make 
*  disgorge  the  secret ;  and  these  contingencies  hq^ 
...jed  m  so  few  cases,  that  her  character  for  tnatt- 
jess  remamed  as  nnimpeached  ai  that  for  hoDMtj 
and -benevolence. 

In  fact,  she  was  a  most  admirable  matron^  and 
could  be  tisefiil  to  the  impassioned  and  the  frail  mm 
rise,  progress,  and  consequences  of  their  passion.  She 
coula  contrive  an  interview  for  lovers  wbocooM  show 
proper  reasons  for  meeting  privately;  shecodd  ic- 
lieve  the  frail  fair  one  of  the  burden  of  a  aalXf  pas- 
sion, and  perhapa  establish  the  hopefol  onspnoa  d 
unlicensed  love  as  the  hev  of  some  uunily  whose  lo^ 
was  lawful^  but  where  an  heir  had  not  followed  the 
union.  More  than  this  she  could  do,  and  had  bees 
concernedin  deeper  and  dearer  secrets  z  She  had  been 
a  pupil  of  Mrs.  Turner,  and  learned  from  her  toe  tt- 
cret  of  making  the  yellow  starch,  and,  it  may  ba  two 
or  three  other  secrets  of  more  consequence,  •uioagh 
perhaps  none  that  went  to  thecrimnal  extent  of  those 
whereof  her  mistress  was  accused.  But  all  that  was 
deep  and  dark  in  her  teal  character,  was  ooveied  by 
the  show  of  outward  mirth  and  good-bumoon  tbe 
hearty  laugh  and  buiom  jest  with  which  ths  dame. 
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kapw  well  how  to  odiuSiatB  the  dder  part  of  ber 
nantboara,  and  the  many  petty  arts  bf  wbkfa  she 
Mdd  BSGomiiiaad  beraelf  to  the  younger,  thoae  e^ie- 
mj  of  her  own  eez. 

Dame  Ursula  was,  in  s|»pearanoe,  aearee  past  fortr, 
lad  her  fiilL  but  not  oveigio wn  form,  and  still  comaiy 
features,  although  her  person  waa  plnmped  out,  and 
her  fiuse  aomewnat  ooloared  by  good  eheer,  had  a  joy- 
OM  ezpiession  of  mvety  and  gogd-humour.  which  set 
on  the  remains  oi  Devity  in  the  wane.  Marriagea, 
births,  and  chiisteninga,  were  seldom  tboofcht  to  be 
performed  with  sufficient  ceremony,  lor  p.  oonaider- 
ftble  distance  round  her  abode,  nnleas  Dame  Ursley, 
ss  ihejr  called  her,  was  present.  She  oould  oontrivo 
all  sorts  of -pastimes,  games,  and  jests,  which  might 
amuse  the  large  companies  which  the  hospitality  of 
oar  aneestoiB  assembM  together  on  aiich  oocaaiona, 
•0  that  her  presonoe  was  literally  conokiered  as  indis- 
pensable in  the  families  of  all  citttena  of  ordinary  rank, 
ttsnch  joyoos  periods.  So  much  also  was  she  sop- 
pased  to  know  of  life  and  its. labyrinths,  that  she  was 
the  willing  confidant  of  half  the  loving  couples  in  the 
vanity,  most  of  whom  Used  to  oommunicate  their 
nereui  to,  and  receive  their  oonnsel  from.  Dame  Ur»- 
hy.  The  nch  rewarded  her  servioes  with  rings, 
eirches,  or  gold  pieces,  which  she  liked  atiU  better  i 
ind  she  war  generouely  gave  her  aesistanoe  to  the 
imr,  on  the  same  mixed  principles  as  young  practi- 
nmfln  in  mameine  assist  them,  partly  from  eompas- 
non,  and  pardy  to  keep  her  hand  in  use. 

DameUrsle^s  reputation  in  the  city  was  the  greater 
ttttt  her  practice  had  extended  beyond  Temple-Bar, 
iDdthat  aha  had  aeauaintanoes,  nay,  patrons  and  pa- 
Miesses,  among  the  quality,  whose  rank,  as  their 
■anbers  were  nraeh  fewer,  and  the  prospect  c^  ap- 
madiing  the  courtly  aphere  much  moredifficult,  bore 

Afireeof  oonsequenee  unknown  to  the  present  day, 

«Ben  the  toe  of  the  citixen  presses  so  close  on  the 
Mrtier's  heel.  Dame  Ursley  maintained  her  mter- 
mse  with  this  suMrior  mnk  of  customers,  partly  by 
pving  a  small  trade  in  petlhunea, 


--  -„„ «. ,_ ,  — , 1^  pomadea, 

•nd-geara  from  Franco,  diahes  or  ornaments  from 
Ghma,  then  already  bc^onning  to  be  fashionable:  not 
to  mention  drugs  of  various  deacriptionB,  chiefty  for 
IBS  use  of  the  ladies,  and  partly  by  other  services, 
■ore  or  less  conneeied  with  the  esoteric  brsnchee  of 
lir  proleaaioii  heretofore  alluded  to.    . 

Poasessms  such  and  so  many  vanous  modea  of 
thriving.  Daooe  Uraley  was  nevertheleBa  ao  poor,  that 
ne  might  probably  have  mended  her  own  cireum- 
Maocea.  as  vTell  as  herhusband*8,if  she  had  renounced 
uem  ail,  and  set  herself  quietly  down  lo  the  care  of 
hv  own  household,  and  to  assist  Benjamin  in  the 
coacema  of  his  trad&  But  Uraula  was  luxurioua  and 
imial  in  her  habits,  and  could  bo  more  hm  endured 
the  stinted  economy  of  Ben}amin*s  board,  than  she 
flould  have  reconciled  herself  to  the  bald  chat  of  his 
lenteraation. 

It  waa  on  the  evening  of  the  day  on  which  Lord 
Nigel  Olifaunt  dined  with  the  wealthy  goldamith,  that 
w»  nuat  uitroduce  Uraula  Suddlechop  upon -the  atage. 
She  had  chat  morning  made  a  kmg  tour  to  West* 
mmster.  was  fatigued,  and  had  aaaumed  a  oertaiii 
Jaigs  elbow-chair,  rendered  amooth  by  frequent  use, 
naoed  on  one  akle  of  her  chimney,  m  wnich  there  was 
u  a  Small  but  bright  fire.  Here  she  observed,  betwixt 
wepifig  and  waking,  the  simmering  of  a  pot  of  well- 
gNcod  ale.  on  the  brown  surface  of  which  bobbed  a 
ttall  crao-apple^  sufficiently  roasted,  while  a  little 
anilatto  girl  watched,  still  more  attentively,  the  pro- 
Mn  of  firessi&g  a  veal  aweetbread,  in  a  surer  stew- 
paa  which  occupied  the  other  aide  of  the  chimn^. 
With  theae  viands,  donbtleeo,  Dame  Ursula  propoaed 
cpnchijling  the  well-spent  day,  of  which  she  reckoned 
Mje  labonr  over,  and  the  rest  at  her  own  command. 
She  was  deceived,  however;  for  just  as  the  sle^  or,  to 
9ptk  technically,  the  hmb'a-wool,  waa  fitted  for 
ninking,  and  the  little  dingy  maiden  intimated  that 
IhesweetbrMd  waa  reedy  to  Oe  eaten,  the  thin  cracked 
VQipa  of  Bei^xmin  was  heard  from  the  bottom  of  the 


"  Whv,  Dame  Uraley— why,  wife,  I  say— why,  dame 
-^y,  love^  you  are  wanted  more  than  a  strop  for  a 
■wnt  nvor— why,  dani^ 


"I^wDuId  sotne  Qa»#oaM  dtewi  aoor  acroaa  thf 

windpipe,  thon  bawHng  aas!'*  said  the  dame  to  hersslQ 
in  the  nnt  moment  of  irritatian  againat  her  claniaRMM 
helpmate;  and  then  called  aloud,— "Why,  what  it 
the  matter,  Master  Suddlechop  1  I  am  just  aomg  to 
dip  into  bed;  I  have  been  daggled  to  anafTO  the 
whole  day." 

"  Nay,  sweetheart,  it  ia  not  me,"  aaid  the  parieut 
Benjamin,  "but  the  Soots  laundry-maid  firom  neigh- 
bour Ramsay*  Sy  who  rauat  ftpeak  with  you  inoonti* 
nent." 

At  the  word  aweetheert.  Dame  Uraley  east  a  wist* 
fill  look  at  the  meas  which  was  stewed  to  a  second  ia 
theatewpan,  and  then  replied  with  a  sigk— "Bid  Scota 
Jenny  come  up.  Master  Suddlechop.  I  ahall  be  verf 
happy  to  hear  what  afae  liaa  to  say ;"  then  added  in  • 
lower  tone,  "  and  I  hope  she  will  go  to  the  devil  io 
the  llaBEioof  a  tsr-barrei,  Uke  many  a  Scots  witch 
before  hsr!" 

The  Soots  laundress  entered  accordingly,  and  hav« 
ing  heard  nothing  of  the  last  kind,  wish  of  Dama 


Suddlechot^L  made  her  reverence  with  conaiderablft 
rtapect,  and  said,  her  young  miatreaa  had  retumai 
home  imweU^and  wiahed  to  see  her  neis^bour,  Dana 


g; 


Ureley,  directly. 

"  And  why  will  it  not  do  to-monow,  Jenny,  my 
good  woman  7"  aaid  Dame  Uraley ;  "  fori  have  been 
aa  for  as  Whitehall  to-day  already,  and  I  am  weU-nigh 
worn  off  my  foet,  ray  good  woman." 

"  Aweel  1"  answered  Jenny,  with  great  composure^ 
"  and  if  that  eae  be  sae^  I  maun  take  the  langar 
tramp  mvselL  and  maungae  down  the  waterside  wr 
auld  Momer  Redcap,  at  the  Hungsrford  Stairs,  that 
deals  in  comforting  young  creaturefl^  e'en  as  you  da 
yonrsell,  hinny  $  for  ane  <r  ye  the  baim  maun  aee  b^* 
fore  she  sleeps,  and  that's  r  that  I  ken  on't" 

So  saying;  the  okl  emissary,  without  fortherentre*' 

',  turned  on  her  heel  and  was  about  tn  '^euoat,  whan 

►ame  Uraley  exdauned,— "No,  no— if  the, sweet 
child,  your  mistress,  baa  any  neoeasary  occaawn  for 
flood  advice  and  kind  tendance^  you  need  not  go  to 
Mother  Radcap)  Janet.  She  may  do  very  iveU  for 
akippers'  wives,  chandlere'  daughters,  and  such  likei 
but  nobody  shall  wait  on  pretty  Mistress  Margaret, 
the  daughter  of  hiamdst  Sacred  Migeaty's  horologer, 
exceptinjf  and  saving  myself.  And  so  I  will  but  take 
my  chopma  and  my  cloak,  and  put  on  nny  muffier, 
and  cross  the  street  to  neighbour  Ramsay's  m  an  in- 
stant. But  tell  me  yourself;  good  Jenny,  are  you  not 
something  tired  of  your  young  lady's  nolies  and 
ohangeoTmind  twenty  times  ardayl" 

"  In  tnihj  not  I,"  saki  thepanent  drudge,  "unless 
it  may  be  when  she  is  a  wee  faahioiis  about  waslung 
her  laces;  but  I  have  been  her  keeper  sinoe  she  waa 
a  bairn,  neighbour  Suddlechop,  and  that  makes  a  dif- 
ference. 

"  Ay."  aaid  Dame  Ursley,  still  busied  putting  on  ad- 
ditkmal  defoncea  agamst  die  night  air t  "and  you 
know  for  certain  that  ahe  has  two  hundred  nouiida 
'  Isnd,  at  her  own  fines  disposal  1" 


^'  Left  by  hergraodmotfaer.  Heaven  reat  her  soulf* 
aaki  the  Scotswoman «  "and  to  a  daintier  laaaia  ahe 
■could  not  have  bequeathed  it."         

"  Yery  true,  very  true,  nustrsas  t  for,  with  all  hn 
little  wniffis,  1  have  alivays  sakl  Mistress  Mi 


Ramsay  was  the  pretoest  girl  m  the  ward ;  and,  Jen* 
ny,  I  warrant  the  poor  chiki  has  had  no  aupper  1"' ' 

Jenny  could  not  say  but  it  was  the  eas&  for  her 
master  being  out,  the  twa  'prentice  lada  had  ffone  o«t 
after  shutting  shopw  to  fetch  them  home^  and  shoaoid 
the  other  maid  had  gone  out  to  Sandy  MacGivan'a, 
to  see  a  friend  fne  Scotland." 

"  As  was  very  natural,  Mrs.  Janeti"  aaid  Dama 
Umley,  who  found  her  interoat  in  aaaentiog  to  all  aorta 
of  propositions  from  aU  sorts  of  perioiia. 

"  And  ao  the  fire  went  oat,  too,"— «aid  Jenny. 

**  Which  waa  the  most  natural  of  tho  wbok^''  said 
Dame  Suddlechop ;  "  and  so,  to  cut  the  matter  short. 
Jenny,  rU  carry  Qver  the  little  bit  of  smner  that  I 
waa  gomg  to  eat  For  dinner  I  have  taated  non&  and 
it  may  be  my  young  pretty  Mistress  Maiigaret  will  ait 
a  morsel  with  me ;  for  it  is  mere  emptiness  Miitresa 
Jsnny,  that  often  puts  these  foncies  of  illness' into 
young  folk's  heads."    So  sa)-iixgi  she  put  the  fdvfr 
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J  wink  llw«b  into  9ouKfm  kuMfa,  and  ha- 

niag  her  msnde  with  the  alacnty  of  one  detonni- 
Md  t»  Bsorifica  indinatioD  to  dnty.  the  hid  the  stew- 
pBA  under  its  folds,  and  commanded  Wilaa,  the  tittle 
idnlatto  sirl,  to  light  them  across  the  street. 

** 'Whither  awBf«  so  late?"  said  the  barber,  whom 
thef  passed  seated  with  his  starveling  bora  round  a 
tneea  of  stock-fish  and  parsnips,  in  the  sbop  below. 

*^If  I  were  to  tdl  yon,  Qafier."  said  thed^mcL  wiill 
moat  oontemptuous  ooolnaas^  '*  I  do  not  ^link  yoa 
could  do  my  errand,  so  I  will  e'en  keep  it  to  m^- 
aaif."  Benjamin  was  too  much  aaeustomed  to  his 
wife^s  independent  mode  of  eonduot,  to  pursue  his 
inquiry  fkrtner ;  nor  did  the  dame  tarnr  for  farther 
^■estion,  but  marched  out  at  the  doox^  teUing  the  eld- 
«ift  of  the  boys  "  to  ait  up  till  her  return,  axid  tolpok 
to  the  house  the  whilat'^ 

TIm  night  was  dark  and  rainy,  and  altboagk  the 


lowing  grumbling  reAaotioa»-"  I  wonder  what  I 
MTva  done,  that  I  must  needs  trudge  at  every  oM  bel- 
idian*B  bidding  and  everyyonng  minx's  ma^ot !  I 
have  been  marched  from  Temple-Bar  to  While-cha* 
IpeL  on  the  maoerofapinmaker's  wife  having  prick- 
id  her  fln^ra— marry,  her  husband  that  made  the 
wvapon  might  have  salved  the  wound.— And  hen  is 
this  fantastic  ape,  pretty  Miatreas  Maiget.  forsooth-^ 
«ioh  a  beauty  as  I  could  make  of  a  Dutch  doll^  and 
•a  fontastic  and  humoroua,  and  conceited,  as  if  she 
were  a  duchess.  I  have  aeen  her  in  the  same  day  as 
tthangeftil  as  a  marmoset,  and  as  stubborn  as  a  muie. 
I  should  like  to  know  whether  her  tittle  conceited 
•addle,  w  her  fiither's  old  crazy  aaiculating  iolter- 
pate,  breeds  moat  wUmaieB.  But  then  there'a  that 
twt»  hundred  pounds  iMrBar  in  dirty  land,  and  the  fa- 

Ser  Is  held  a  close«htu(  though  afandml— heis  our 
ndloid  besides,  and  she  has  begged  a  late  day  from 
Mn  for  our  rent}  ao,  Qod  help  me^  I  must  be  oom- 
Ibrtable— beaidea,  the  little  capricious  devil  is  my  on- 
ly key  to  get  at  Master  Georn  Heriof  a  secret,  and  it 
concerns  my  character  to  find  that  out ;  and  so  anr 
tUamMf  as  the  lingua  franea  hath  it'* 

Thus  pondermg;  die  moved  forward  with  hasty 
strides  until  she  arrived  at  the  watofamaker's  habita- 
tion. The  attendant  admitted  them  by  means  of  a 
pasfr-key.  Onward  (Hided  Dame  Ursula,  now  in 
l^mer  and  now  m  gkoom,  not  Uke  the  lovely  Lady 
Cfistobelle  through  OoAiic  aculpture  and  ancient  ar- 
mour, but  creepmg  and  siumbliiig  amongst  relics  of 
old  machines,  and  models  of  new  inventions  m  vari- 
mia  branches  of  meehaniea,  with  which  wracks  of 
vselesa  ingenuity,  either  in  a  broken  or  half  finished 
shape,  the  apartment  of  the  fandful  though  ingaaious 
mechanist  was  continuallv  lumbered. 

At  Isngtk  they  attahied.  by  a  vary  unrow  stair- 
ease,  pretty  Mvtress  Maitcaret's  apartOMnt.  where 
#h«.  the  ejrnosure  of  the  eyes  of  evary  bold  yosng 
bachelor  m  FleetKStreet,  sat  in  a  posturs  which 
kovered  between  the  discontnted  and  the  discon- 
salstai  For  her  pretty  back  tnd  shoukiera  weral 
rounded  into  a  curve,  her  round  and  dimpled  chiA 
Mpotaed  in  the  hoUow  of  her  lltde  pabn,  while  the 
'  mean  were  folded  over  her  month ;  her  elbow  tested 
on  a  table,  and  her  eyes  seemed  fixed  upon  the  dying 
charcoal,  which  was  expiring  in  a  small  grate.  She 
soaroe  turned  her  head  when  Dame  Ursula  entered, 
and  when  the  presence  of  that  eatimable  matron  wee 
more  predsely  antiounoed  in  twords  by  the  old  Scoia- 
'woman,  Mistress  Maigarat,  without  changing  her 
posture,  muttered  some  sort  of  answer  that  was 
wholly  uaintdl^ble. 

**'  Go  your  ways  down  to  ^  kkchen  wkh  Wilsa, 
good  Mistress  Jemy,"  said  Dame  Ursula,  who  was 
vaed  to  all  tolts  of  fhraka  on  the  part  of  her  Datients 
or  cUsnta,  whichever  they  might  be  termed  t  **i>ut 
Iha  stowpan  and  the  porringer  by  the  fire-side,  and  go 
down  belofr-^  must  speak  to  my  pretty  lovoi  Mis- 
'  trsBS  BfanatsC,,  by  my8elf-«nd  there  is  not  a  bache- 
lor betwat  iltts  anil  Bow  but  will  envy  me  the 


to  place  har  atswpdto  to  the  heat  advantnn^  iwsm 
herself  aa  ctoee  as  she  eouid  to  her  patiAit,  aadbsHaB 
in  m  low,  soothing,  and  ooDfidentmi  tone  of  voio%  is 
'        "     ■  "    "         ofneighboiiriL 

\  somewhat  pet- 

_  .,        as  rather  tf^tssa 

her  baok  upon  the  und  inquirer. 

"Nodnnft  kdy-birdr  answered  Dame  Saddle- 
chop!  "amdo  you  vae  to  aend  for  your 'fiiaods oat 
of  bed  at  this  hour  for  nothing'!" 

"It  was  not  I  who  sent  for  yon,  dame^"  leplied  the 
maleoontent  maiden. 

"And  vrho  wash,  then?'*  said  Urauls;  **forifl 
had  not  been  sent  foi^  I  had  not  been  hen  at  this 
time  of  night,  I  promiaeyou  f' 

^*  It  waa  the  old  Scotch  foal  icnny.  who  did  k  sat 
of  her  own  head(  i  suppoae  1"  aaid  Maiipusel ;  *^for 
she  has  been  stunning  me  these  two  hours  sbint  yaa 
and  Mother  Redeap/'^ 

'*Me  aad  Mother  Redeap  i"*  aaid  Dana  Unab^ 
**  an  okl  fool  indeed,  that  ooaples  folk  ap  ao.«-4as 
oome,  come,  my  sweet  little  neighbonr,  Jchay  is  as 
aoeh  fool  after  all)  sha  kaowa  yoang  folka  aaac 
more  and  better  advice  than  her  own,  and  aha  kaoai^ 
too,  where  to  find  it  for  them }  so  you  must  take  heart 
of  grace^  aiy  pretty  raaidea,  and  tell  me  what  voa 
are laaomg aboat,  and  then  1st  DaaieCisula  alsm 
for  finding  out  a  cure.*' 

"  Nay,  an  ye  be  so  wise.  Mother  UrsolaL"  nri 
the  girl,  "yoa  may  guess  what  I  ail  withoai 
telling  yon." 

"Ay,  ay,  child,"  answered  thecompiaisaiit  Biataon, 
"no  one  can  play  better  than  I  at  the  good  old  game 
of  What  ia  my  thought  tdbe  I  Now  ru  wairaat  that 
little  head  of  yours  is  running  on  a  new  hea«i-tin^  a 
foot  hifdier  than  thoss  our  aty  dames  wear— or  yoa 
are  all  for  a  trip  to  Islington  or  Ware,  and  your  fiittsr 
is  cross  and  will  not  consentr-or'*— ~- 

"  Or  you  are  an  old  fool,  Dame  Suddlechcn,**  aaid 
Margaret,  peeviridy,  "  and  must  needs  troama  youa- 
self  about  mattera  you  know  nothiiig  oL" 

"  Pool  aa  much  as  you  will  mistresa^'^  said  Daase 
Ursula,  offended  in  her  tum^  "  but  not  so  yery  many 
years  older  than  yonrsdf,  raiatreasw" 

"Ohl  we  are  angry,  are  wef  said  the  bsaoiy; 
"and  pray.  Madam  Ursula,  howooroeyou,  that  «k 
not  so  many  years  older  than  me^  to  talk  about  aaa 
nonsense  to  me,  who  am  ao  many  years  yomgu, 
and  who  yet  have  too  nmoh  aensa  to  cava  aosai 
and  Islington  r ' 


"  Well,  well;  young  mistreaa,**  aaid  the  safo  oo«- 
seltori  risina,  "I  perceive  I  can  be  of  no  aae  haw; 
and  methinka,  since  you  know  your  own  mattera  as 
much  better  than  other  people  do,  you  mkht  dispcaae 
with  dismrbing  folks  at  midnight- to  aak  their  advice." 

"Why^  now  you  are  angry,  mother,''  said  Mai^s- 
let,  detaining  her;  " thia  eomes  of  your  eomag  ^mt 
at  eventide  without  eating  your  supper^  newirhsaid 
you  uttsr  a  cross  word  altar  yon  had  finishsd  yoar 
litde  morsel.— HercL  Janet,  a  trencher  and'sah  for 
Dine  Ursula ;— and  what  nave  you  ia  that  poniuaM, 
"    -  ...  Kve— lie\ 


The  atteiidanto  Tstired  as  direetsd.  and  l>aine  Ur- 
aila,  haviag  availedlMraelf  of  the  ambers  of  oharoosl, 


dame?— Filthy  clammy  ale^  aa  I  would 
Janet  fling  it  out  of  the  window,  or  keep  it  for  my 
father's  mommg  draught ;  and  ahe  shall  bring  you 
the  potde  of  sack  that  was  aet  ready  for  him*--fiood 
man,  he  will  never  find  out  the  diflmnoe^  for  alowal 
wash  down  hia  dua^  calcnlatkma  qaito  as  well  aa 
wine." 

*'  Truly,  sweetheart,  I  am  of  year  opiniDii,''  aaid 
Dame  Ursula,  whose  temporary  displeasure  vaniefe- 
ed  at  once  before  these  preparations  for  good  cheer : 
and  so,  settling  herself  on  the  great  eaay-ehair,  wilh 
a  three-legged  table  before  her.  ahe  began  to  deapateh, 
with  goodappetite,  the  little  dehcato  diak  w^idi she 
had  prepared  for  herseE  She  dki  not,  however,  foil 
m  the  dmiss  of  civility,  and  eameatly,  bat  in  vab, 
pressed  Mistress  Margaret  to  partake  her  dsiaiieB. 
Tiie  damael  declined  the  invitoiam. 

"At  least  pledge  mem  a  ^aas  of  saek,"aaidI>BBM 
Utsttla )  "I  have  heard  my  grandan  aa^,  that  befora 
the  gospellen  came  in,  the  old  Gathobc  father  osa- 
ftssors  snd  their  panitants  always  had  a  cup  of  sack 
tooethar  beforeoonfessbn :  and  youare  my  peaitent' 

^*  I  shall  drink  no  sack,  I  am  aum,**  aaid  Maiiriit 
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**aMd  I  toM  70a  before,  that  if  yoa  cannot  find  out 
what  ails  me^  I  shall  never  have  the  heart  to  teit 
it,"  ^• 

So  aajfing,  she  turned  away  (torn  Dame  Urauia 
once  more,  and  reeamed  her  muang  posture,  with 
her  hand  on  her  elbow,  and  her  back,  at  least  one 
shoulder,  turned  towards  her  confidant. 

"  Nay,  then,"  said  Dame  Ursula,  *'  I  must  eiart  my 
skill  in  good  •eamest.-^You  must  fj^ye  me  this  pretty 
faaod,  and  I  will  tell  you  by  palmistry,  as  weU  as  any 
gipsy  of  them  alL  what  foot  it  is  you  nalt  upon." 

^*  As  if  I  halted  on  any  foot  at  all,"  said  MarglureC, 
soniethiag  scomftdly,  but  yielding  her  left  hand  to 
Ursula,  and  oontinumg  at  the  same  time  her  aTerted 
position. 
"'^  I  see  brave  lines  here,"  said  Ursol^  **  and  net  ill 
to  read  neither-^pleasure  and  wealth,  and  meiry 
B^ts  and  hite  mominas  to  my  Qeaut)*,  and  suoh  an 
equipage  as  shall  shake  Whitehall.  O,  have  I  touched 
you  there  t--and  smile  you  now  my  pretty  one  1— for 
whfr  ahould  not  he  be  Lofd  Mayor,  and  go  to  court 
m  his  gilded  caroch,<a9  others  have  done  before  him  T' 

"Lord  Mayor  ?  pshaw T'  replied  Margaret 

"And  why  pshaw  at  my  Lord  Mayor,  sweet-heaxt? 
or  perhaps  vou  pshaw  at  mv  prophecy ;  but  there  is  a 
cross  in  every  one's  line  ot  life  as  wel^as  in  vours, 
darling.  And  what  though  I  see  a 'prentice's  natcap 
io  this  j)retty  palm,  yet  there  is  a  sparkling  black  eye 
under  it.  hath  not  its  match  in  the  Ward  of  Faning- 
don-WithouL" 

"Whooa  do  you  mean,  dameT'  said  Margaret, 
eeldly. 

"  Whom  should  I  meaii,"  said  Daroo  Ursula,  "  but 
the  prince  of  'prentices,  and  king  of  good  company, 
Jenkm  Vincent?" 

**Out,  wdman— Jeidcin  Vincent? — a  clown— a 
Cockney  f  exclaimed  the  indignant  damsel. 

"Ay,  sets  the  wind  in  that  quarter,  Beauty !"  quoth 
tks  dame;  "why,  it  has  changed  something  since 
ire  spoke  together  last,  for  then  1  would  have  sworn 
it  blew  fiurer  for  poor  Jin  Vin  $  and  the  poor  lad 
dotes  on  you  too,  and  would  rather  see  your  eyes 
than  the  first  glimpse  of  the  sun  on  the  great  holyday 
•n  May-dav." 

**  I  wpttlu  mv  eyes  had  the  power  of  the  sun  to 
Uind  his,  then,"  said  Margaret,^*  td  teach  the  drudge 
his  place." 

'*Nay,"  said  Dame  Ursula,  ''there  be  some  who 
say  that  Frank  Tunatall  is  as  proper  a  lad  as  Jin  Vin, 
asid  of  surety  he  is  third  cousin  to  a  knighthood,  and 
eoBue  of  a  good  house  f  and  so  mayhap  you  may  be 
for  northward  ho !" 

"  Maybe  I  may"—answered  Margaret,  "  but  not 
with  my  fathte'a  'pientico— I  thank  you,  Dame 
Ursula."^ 

"  Nay,  then,  the  devil  may  guess  your  thoughts  for 
may"  said  Dame  Ursula  {  "  this  comes  of  trying  to 
•hoe  a  filly  that  is  eternally  wincing  aad  shitung 
ground  V* 

*'  Hear  me,  then,"  said  Maigaret,  "  and  mind  what 
I  say.— This  day  I  dined  abroad"— 

"  I  can  tell  you  where,"  answered  her  counsellor^ 
~"with  your  godfother  the  rich  goldsmith— ay,  you 
see  I  know  something— nay,  I  could  tell  you,  an  I 
woukl,  with  whom,  too." 

"Indeed!"  said  Margaret,  turning  suddenly  round 
with  an  accent  of  strong  surprise,  and  ooloaring  up  to 
the  eyes. 

"With  old  Sir  Mungo  Malagrowther^'  said  ihe 
OTMuiar  dame,— "he  was  trimnied  in  my  Benjamin's 
shop  in  his  way  to  the  city." 

'*  Pshaw!  the  frightful  old  mouldy  skeleton  1"  said 
the  damsel. 

*'  Indeed  you  say  true,  my  dear,"  replied  the  eon- 
fidant,— "  it  is  a  shame  to  him  to  be  out  of  Saint 
Paocras's  chamel'hoose,  for  I  know  no  other  j^laee 
be  is  fit  for,  the  foul-mouthed  old  railer.  He  said  to 
mr  husband" 

*  Somewhat  which  signifies  nothing  to  our  pur- 
pose. I  dare  say,"  interrupted  Margaret.  "  I  mtui 
speak,  then.— There  dined  with  us  a  nobleman"- 


_**A  nobleman!  the  maiden's  madP'  said  Dame 
UmU. 
**  There  dinsri  jvith  us,  I  say,"  conthraed  Margaret, 


without  regarding  the  mtertuption,  **  a  nobleman-^ 
Scottish  tMbleman." 

" So^  Our  Lady  keep  her!"  sakl  the  confidant, 
"  she  is  quite  frantic !— heard  ever  any  one  of  a  watch* 
meker'a  daughter  fallmg  in  love  with  a  nobleman— > 
and  a  Scots  nobleman,  to  make  the  matter  complete 
who  are  all  as  nroud  as  Lucifer,  and  as  poor  as  Job  1 
—-A  Soots  nobleman,  quotha?  I  had  as  li^  you  told 
me  of  a  Jew  pedler.  I  would  have  you  thiidc  now  all 
this,  is  to  end,  pretty  one,  before  you  jimip  in  the 
dark." 

"  That  is  nothing  to  you,  Ursula— it  is  your  assist 
anea''  said  Mistress  Margaret  **  and  not  your  advice^ 
that  I  am  desffous  tohave,  and  you  know!  can  make 
it  worth  your  vidiile." 

"  O.  it  is  not  for  ^  sake  of  lucre.  Mistress  Ma^• 
garet,"  answered  the  obliging  damot  **but  truly  I 
would  have  you  listen  to  some  advice— bethink  yoii 
of  your  own  conditkm." 

^  My  father's  callmg  is  mechanical."  said  Marmret, 
"  but  our  blood  is  not  so.  I  have  heatfd  my  tather 
say  that  we  are  descended,  at  a  distance  indeed,  finon 
the  great  Earls  of  Dalwolsey."* 

"  Ay,  ay,"  said  Dame  Ursula  i  "  even  so— I  never 
knew  a  Soot  of  you  but  was  descended,  as  ye  call  i^ 
from  some  great  bouse  or  other;  and  a  piteous  do- 
scent  it  often  i»-and  as  for  the  distance  you  speak  oQ 
it  »  so  great  as  to  put  you  out  of  sight  of  each  othar* 
Yet  do  not  toss  your  pretty  head  so  scomftilly,  bo| 
tell  me  the  name  of  this  loraly  northern  gallant,  and 
we  will  try  what  can  be  done  in  the  matter." 

"  It  is  Lord  Glenvarfoch,  whom  they  caU  Lord 
Nigel  Olifflunt,"  said  Margaret  in  a  low  voice,  and 
turning  away  to  hkle  her  blushes. 

^  Marry,  Heaven  forefend!"  exclahaed  DattM 
Suddlechop ;  "  dus  is  the  very  devil,  and  somethmff 
— se!" 

How  mean  you  V*  said  the  damsel,  surprised  at 
the  vivacity  of  her  exclamation. 

"  Why,  Know  ye  not,"  said  the  dame^  *  wlMf 

g>werful  enemies  he  has  at  Court?  know  ye  not^  ' 
ut  blisters  on  my  tongue,  it  runs  too  fast  for  my  wii 
— enoitth  to  say,  that  you  had  better  make  your 
bridal-bed  under  a  falling  houses  than  think  of  young 
Glenvarloch.^ 

"  He  w  unfortunate^  then?^'  sai(f  Margaret;  ^I 
knew  it— I  divined  it— there  was  sorrow  in  his  void* 
when  he  said  eyen  what  wasgav^there  was  a  touch 
of  misfortune  in  his  melancfiofy  smile— he  had  iiot' 
thus  cluncf  to  my  thoughts  had  X  seen  him  in  all  the 
mid-day  ^are  orpiDsperity." 

"  Romances  have  cracked  her  brain  P'  said  Dama 
Ursula;  "she  is  a  castaway  girl— utterly  distrau|dit 
—loves  a  Soots  lord— and  likes  him  the  better  Tor 
being  unfortunate  I  Weil,  mistress,  I  am  sorry  this  m 
a  matter  I  cannot  aki  yon  m— it  goes  again  jt  my  con*  "; 
science,  and  it  is  an  afiair  above  my  condition,  and 
bevond  my  management ;  but  I  will  keep  your  coun- 

"  You  win  not  be  so  base  as  to  desert  me,  after 
having  drawn  my  secret  from  me?"  said  Margareti 
indignantly ;  "  if  you  do,  I  know  how  to  have  my  re*' 
venge;  and  if  you  do  not,  I  will  reward  you.wdl. 
Remember  the  nouse  your  husband  dwdls  in  is  my 
father's  property." 

"  I  remember  it  but  too  wdl  Mistress  Margaret," 
said  Ursula,  after  a  moment's  reflection,  **^and  I 
would  serve  you  in  any  thing  in  my  condition ;  but 
to  meddle  with  such  high  matters— I  shall  never  for> 
get  poor  Mistress  Tumer,t  my  honorared  patroness. 

•  The  head  of  the  ancientand  duUnnialMd  houae  of  RamHV 
and  of  whom,  aa  their  chief,  the  indlvTdiiala  of  that  oaineiook 
aa  their  ori^n  and  eouree  orfentrj.  Allan  Ramnj,  Uiftpaatonl 
poet  In  the  aame  manner^  make* 

"  Daihoutie  of  an  auld  deicent, 
'  My  ehief,  1117  atoup,  my  ornament  * 

t  Mrf .  Anne  Tarner  waa  a  dame  mmewhat  of  tne  oecvpation 
of  Mra.  Suddrechop  in  the  text ;  that  ia.  half  milh'noi  half  pro* 
eurett,  and  Mcret  afrat  in  all  manner  or  proceed  in  ga.  Showaaa 
trafHeker  in  the  poiMoninr  of  Sir  Thomat  Overbury,  for  whieh 
ao  many  «abordinate  acent*  loat  their  Uvea,  while,  to  the  great 
aeandal  of  Juntice,  Uio  Earl  of  SomerMt  and  hta  Counten  were 
mfl^red  to  eaeape,  upon  a  throat  of  Somereet  to  make  publfn 
•Ome  eeeret  which  iiearlj  allbetad  hhi  master,  Rinf  James.  Mm. 
Tumor  introduced  into  Enriaad  a  Prvnch  ett«tom  of  niinr  raK 
lowLitaroh  in  getting  np  banda  and  euA,  and,  by  Lord  Coke's 
ord«n,  ihe  appeared  in  Itait  tubion  at  the  pfaoe  of  ^^cntloe. 
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peace  be  with  her !— she  aad  the  iU-luck  to  meddle  in 
the  matter  of  Somerset  and  Overbory,  and  bo  the 
great  earl  and  his  lady  alipt  their  necks  out  of  the 
oollar,  and  left  her  and  some  half-dozen  others  to 
■U^er  in  their  stead.  I.  shall  never  forget  the  sight  of 
H^  standing  on  the  scaffold  with  the  ruff  round  her 
pretty  neck,  all  done  up  with  the  yellow  starch  which 
I  had  so  often  helped  her  to  make,  and  that  was  so 
•oon  to  give  place  to  a  rough  hempen  cord.  Such 
a  sight,  sweetheart,  wiH'  make  one  loath  to.  meddle 
with  matters  that  are  too  hot  or  heavy  for  their  hand- 
ling." 

^^Out,  you  fool!"  answered  Mistress.  Margaret { 
**  am  I  one  to  speak  to  you  about  such  criminalprae- 
tices  as  that  wretch  died  for  7  Ail  I  desire  of  you  is, 
to  get  me  precise  knowledge  of  what  affair  brings 
this  young  nobleman  to  Court." 

"  And  when  you  have  his  secret,"  said  Ursula, 
"what  will  it  avail  you,  sweetheart 7— and  yet  I 
would  do  your  errand,  if  you  could  do  as  much  for  me." 

**  And  what  is  it  you  would  have  of  me  7"  said 
Mistress  Margaret 

**  What  you  have  been  angrv  with  me  for  asking 
before,"  answered  Dame  Ursula.  "  I  want  to  have 
■ome  light  about  the  story  of  your  godfather's  ghout, 
that  Lb  only  seen  at  prayers." 

"Not  for  the  world,"  said  Mistress  Margaret, 
**  will  I  bea  spy  on  my  kind  godfather's  secrets— No, 
yraula— that  I  will  never  pry  into,  which  he  desires 
to  keep  hidden.  But  thou  knowest  that  I  have  a 
sbrtune  of  my  own,  which  must  at  no.  distant  day 
€<■•■  '  -  niv  own  management— think  of  some 

"  Aj\  thiit  1  wtill  know,"  said  the  counsellor—"  it 
\s  thtit  twu  iuindred  per  year,  with  your  father's  in- 
du^eeiicie^  tlsat  rjinkes  you  so  wilfuLsweetlMjart." 

'Hi  may  be  s^>/'— said  Margaret  Ramsay^  "  mean- 
whili!,  do  you  serve  me  truly,  and  here  is  a  ring  of  va- 
lue injilt^ffco,  that  when  my  fortune  isiin  my  own 
hand,  I  will  rcdo^m  the  token  with  fifty  broad  pie- 
•  cei  of  gold  J* 

^'  Futv  broad  pieces  of  gold  ^"  repeated  the  dame; 
"  and  trtifl  riiig,  which  is  a  nght  fair  one.  in  token 
you  iail  not  of  your  word!— Well,  sweetheart,  if  I 
most  put  my  throat  in  peril,  I  am  sure  I  cannot  risk 
it  ibr  a  friend  mOre  generous  than  you;  and  I  would 
not  think  of  more  than  the  pleasure  of  serving  you, 
only  Benjamin  gets  more  idle  every  day,  and  our 

fimifly*' 

\  "  Scy  no  more  of  it,"/  said  Margaret ;  "  we  under- 
stand each  other.  And  now,  tell  me  what  you  know 
of  this  young  man's  affairs,  which  made  you  so  qn- 
wdling  to  meddle  with  them  7^ 

**  Of  that  I  can  pay  no  great  matter,  as  yet,"  an- 
swered Dame  Ursula ;  "only  I  know,  the  most  power- 
fid  among  hiS  own  countrymen  are  against  hun,  and 
•1^  the  most  powerful  at  the  Court  here.  But  I 
will  learn  more  of  it  i  for  it  will  be  a  dim  print  that 
I  will  not  read  for  your  sake,  pretty  Mistress  Mar- 
garet.   Know  you  where  this  gallant  dwells?" 

"  I  heard  by  accident,"  said  Margaret,  as  if  ashamed 
of  the  minute  particularity  of  her  memory  upon  such 
an  occasion.— '  he  lodges,  I  think— at  one  Christie's 
—if  I  mistake  not— at  Paul's  \yharf— a  ship-chand- ' 
ler*8."  * 

•  **  A  proper  lodging  for  a  young  baron !— Well,  but 
cheer  you  up,  Mistress  Margaret— If  he  has  como  up 
a  caterpillar,  like  some  of  nis  countrymen,  he  may 
cast  bis  slough  like  them,  and  come  out  a  butterfly.— 
So  I  drink  good-night,  and  sweet  dreams  to  you,  in 
another  parting  cup  of  sack :  and  you  shall  hear 
tidings  of  me  withm  fbur-ana-twenty  hours.  And, 
She  wn«  tlui  widow  of  a  physiAian,  and  had  been  eminently 
beaiilirul,  as  appears  (Vum  the  description  of  her  in  Uie  poem 
called  Overburr'«  Viiiion.  Tltore  was  produced  in  court  o  parcel 
•f  dolls  or  puppctd  beloniring  to  Ihiti  Indjr,  tdme  naked,  some 
diesaod,  and  which  she  uncd  for  exhibiting  fajhions  uikiii.  Bat, 
aieatly  to  the  horrnr  of  the  specrators,  who  accounted  thede 
icures  to  be  magics!  devices,  there  was,  on  Uicir  being  ithowo, 
**  tieard  a  crack  from  iho  ncalTald,  which  caused  great  fear,  tu- 
mult,  and  conrution,  among  the  spectators  and  tliroughout  the 
ball,  every  one  Tearing  hurt,  as  if  the  d^vil  had  been  present,  and 
grown  angry  to  have  his  workmanship  showed  to  such  as  were 
sol  his  own  scholars."  Compare  Uiis  curious  imssage  iii  the 
History  of  Kmg  Jam«fs  for  the  First  Fourteen  Years,  1651,  wilh 
ttia  AuiicuH  Co<|uinarius  of  Dr.  Hti/lin.  Both  works  are  publish- 
fU  in  the  Secret  History  of  Kong  Jaaaea.  ^ 


once  more,  I  commend  yoQ  to  your  pillow,  my  petil 
of  pearls,  and  MarKueiite  of  Margneniesr' 

So  saying,  she  kissed  the  reluctant  cheek  of  her 
young  fiieiMi,  or  patroness,  and  took  her  dcpanns 
with  the  light  and  stealthy  pace  of  one  accustomid 
to  aceommodate  her  footsteps  to  the  purposes  of  dci- 
patch  and  secrecy. 

Margaret  Ramsay  looked  after  her  for  some  tiim; 
in  anxious  silence.  "  I  dki  ill,"  she  at  length  mtir- 
mured,  *'  to  let  her  wring  this  out  of  me;  out  aheii 
artful,  boU,  and  serviceable— and  I  think  fsithfyl- 
or,  if  not,  she  will  be  tme  at  least  to  her  interest,  and 
that  1  can  command.  I  would  I  had  not  spoko^ 
however— I  have  begun  a  hopeless  work.  For  whtl 
has  he  said  to  me.  to  warrant  my  meddling  in  hislBr- 
tunee  7— Nothing  but  words  of  the  most  ordinary  im- 
porH-mere  table-talk,  and  terms  of  oourse.  Yet  who 
knows"— she  said,  and  then  broke  off,  looking  at  tlM 
glass  the  while;  which,  as  it  reflected  back  a  fooetf 
great  beauty,  probably  suggested  to  her  mind  a  mail 
favourable  conclusion  of  the  aenience  than  she  cani 
to  trust  her  tongue  withaL 


CHAPTER  IX. 

So  pitlflil  a  thing  Is  nittor't  atate  f 
Moat  miaerabte  man,  whom  wicked  Due 
Hath  brouEbt  to  Court  to  sue,  fbr  Had  I  vM, 
That  A)w  have  found,  and  many  a  one  liath  mia'dl 
Full  little  knoweat  thou,  that  haa*  not  tried, 
Wliat  hell  it  ia,  In  aueing  long  to  bide: 
To  lose  good  day*  that  might  be  batter  apentt 
To  waste  longnightain  penaive  diacontent; 
To  speed  today,  to  t>e  put  tack  in-mnrrow ; 
To  feed  on  hope,  to  pine  wHh  fear  and  sorrow; 
To  have  tliy  Prinoe'a  grace  yel  want  her  Peem*  i 
To  have  thy  askinf ,  yet  wail  many  yoaTa ; 
To  fret  thy  aoul  wiUi  eroaaea  and  with  caica— 
To  eat  thy  heart  tfirough  romfortlesa  despairsw 
To  fhwn.  to  crouch,  to  wait,  to  ride,  to  run, 
To  spend,  to  give,  to  want,  to  be  undone. 

Out  the  morning  of  the  day  on  which  George  Heiirt 
had  prepared  to  escort  the  young  Lord  of  uienvar- 
k)ch  to  the  Court  at  Whitehall^  it  may  be  reaaombljF 
supposed,  that  the  young  man,  whose  fortunes  weni 
Ukely  to  de{)end  on  this  cast,  felt  himself  mora  thn 
usually  anxious.  He  rose  early,  made  his  toilet  with 
uncommon  care,  and,  being  enabled,  by  the  f^nenatf 
of  his  more  plebeian  cotmtryman,  to  set  out  a  yen 
handsome  person  to  the  best  advantage^  he  obtaina 
a  momentary  approbation  of  himself  as  he  danoa 
at  the  mirror,  and  a  loud  and  distinct  plaudit  froa 
his  landlady,  who  declared  at  once,  that,  in  her  jud|^ 
ment,  he  would  take  the  wind  out  of  the  sail  of  evot 
gallant  in  the  presence — so  mnch  had  she  been  abw 
to  enrich  her  discourse  with  the  metaphors  of  tkoaa 
with  whom  her  husband  dealt. 

At  the  appointed  hour,  the  barge  of  Master  George 
Heriot  amved,  handsomely  manned  and  appeiniwt 
having  a^ilt  with  his  own  cipher,  and  the  ami  of 
his  company  painted  thereupon. 

The  young  Lord  of  Glenvarloch  received  the 
friend,  who  had  evinced  such  disinterested  aitaeb- 
ment,  with  the  kind  courtesy  whioh  well  became  nin. 

Master  Heriot  then  made  hun  acquainted  widi  die 
bounty  of  b»  Sovereign ;  which  he  paid  over  to  bjB 
young  friend,  declining  what  he  had  himself  forroenf 
advanced  to  him.  Nigel  ielt  all  the  gratitude  which 
the  citizen's  disinterested  friendship  had  deserved, 
and  was  not  wanting  in  expressing  it  suitably. 

Yet,  as  the  young  and  high-bom  nobleman  era- 
barked  to  go  to  the  presence  of  his  Prince,  under  the 
patronage  of  one  whofte  best,  or  most  distinguisbid 
qualification,  was  his  being  an  eminent  member  <* 
the  Goldsmith's  Incorporation,  he  felt  a  httle  ear- 
prised,  if  not  abashed,  at  his  own  situation;  and 
Richie  Moniplies,  as  he  stepped  over  the  gangway  to 
take  his  plaoe  forward  in  the  boat,  could  not  help 
muttering,—''  It  was  a  changed  day  betwixt  Master 
Heriot  and  his  honest  father  in  the  Kraamesr-h"** 
doubtless,  there  was  a  difference  between  clinJuag  oo 
gold  and  silver,  and  clattering  upon  pewter." 

On  they  glided,  by  the  assbtance  of  the. oars  o 
four  stout  watermen,  along  the  Thames,  which  ihen 
served  for  the  principal  high-road  betwixt  London 
and  VVea|miu8ter  i  for  fow  ventured  on  borsroack 
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Ibroof^  the  nafivw  and  eiowded  ttrMts  of  the  city, 
and  coaches  were  then  a  luxury  reserved  only  for  the 
higher  nobilit^t  and  to  which,  no  citizen,  whatever 
va«  hia  wealth,  preaomed  to  aqi>ire.  The  beauty  of 
the  banks,  eapeaal^  on  the  nonbem  ade,  where  the 
gardenB  or  the  nobuity  descended  from  their  hotela, 
in  many  places,  down  to  the  water's  edge^  was  point- 
ed, out  to  Nigel  by  his  kind  conductor,  and  was 
pointed  out  in  vain«  The  mind  of  the  young  Lord  of 
Gienvarioch  waa  filled  with  anticipations,  not  the 
most  pleasant,  concerning  the  manner  in  which  he 
vas  likely  to  be  received  by  that  monarch,  in  whose 
behalf  his  family  had  been  nearly  reduced  to  ruin ; 
and  he  was,  with  the  usual  mental  anxiety  of  those 
ia  such  a  situation,  framing  imaginary,  questions  fiom 
•  the  King,  and  over-toiling  hia  spirit  in  devising  an- 
iwera  to  them. 

His  conductor  saw  the  labour  of  Nigel's  mind, 
aod  avoided  increasing  it  by  farther  conversation ; 
BO  that,  wjien  be  had  mlained  to  him  briefly  the 
oveiaoniea  observed  at  Court  on  such  occasions  of 
ptesentation,  the  rest  of  their  voyage  was  performed 

iDsileace.  . 

They  landed  at  Whitehall  Stairs,  and  entered  the 
Palace  after  announcmg  (heir  namea,— the  guards 
Daying  to  Lord  Gienvarioch  the  respect  and  honours 
due  to  his  rank. 

The  young  man's  heart  beat  high  and  thick  withm 

UiD  as  he  came  into  the  royal  apartments.     His 

edttcaiion  abroad,  conducted,  as  it  had  been,  on  a 

unpw  and  limited  scale,  had  mven  him  but  iroper- 

uct  ideas  of  the  grandeur  of  a  Court;  and  the  pnilo- 

Hfiucal  reflections  which  taught  him  to  set  cere- 

nomal  and  exterior  splendour  at  defiano^  proved, 

)«e«her  maxims  of  mere  philosophy,  inefiectual,  at 

uenomeot  they  were  weighed  agamst  the  inipres- 

■Bo  naturally  made  on  the  mind  of  an  inexperi^iced 

ph,  by  the  unusual  magnificence  of  the  scene. 

Ine  splendid  apartments  through  which  they  passed, 

tte  rich  apparel  of  the  grooma,  guards,  and  domes- 

(o  m  waiting,  and  the  oeremonial  attending  their 

pueage  through  the  long  suite  of  apartmenta,  had 

aometning  in  it|  trifling  and  commonplace  as  it  might 

appear  to  practised  oourtiera,  embarrassing  and  even 

uarming,  to  one,  who  went  throiu^h  these  forms  for 

m  first  time,  and  who  was  doubtfid  what  sort  of 

Meption  was  to  accompany  his  first  appearance 

before  his  Sovereign. 

Hafiot,  in  anxious  atteatk>n  to  save  his  young 
fiiend  from  any  momentary  awkwardness,  had  taken 
care  to  give  the  neceaaary  password  to  the  warders, 
irooms  of  the  chambera,  ushers,  or  by  whatever 
name  they  were  designated;  so  they  passed  on  with- 
out interruption. 

In  this  manner  they  passed  several  anterooms, 
filled  chiefl*^  with  guards,  attendants  of  the  Court, 
aod  their  acquaintanees^  male  and  female,  w.ho. 
oiessed  in  their  best  apparel,  and  with  eyes  rounded 
by  eager  curiosity  to  make  the  roost  of  their  oppor- 
tunity, stood,  with  beseeming  modesty,  ranked  against 
Che  wall,  in  a  manner  which  indicated  that  they, 
were  spectators,  not  performers,  m  the  courtly  exhi- 
bition. 

Through  these  exterior  apartments  Lord  Gienvar- 
ioch and  his  city  fnend  advanced  into  a  lar^e  and 
q>lendid  witbdrawing-room,  communicating  with  the 
pnsenoe-chamber,  into  which,  uiteroom  were  ad- 
mitted those  only,  who.  from  birth,  their  posts  in  the 
itate  or  household,  or  by  the  particular  grant  of  the 
King,  had  rigjht  to  attend  the  Court,  as  men  entitled 
to  pay  their  respects  to  their  Sovereign. 

Amid  this  favoured  and  selected  company,  Nigel 
observed  Sir  Mungo  Malagrowiher,  who,  avoided  and 
ducounteoanced  by  those  who  knew  who  low  he 
Mood  in  Court  interest  and  (avour.  was  but  too 
Happy  in  the  opportunity  of  hooking  himself  upon  a 
penoa  of  Ijord  Glenvarioch'a  rank,  who  waa,  a^et, 
10  inexperienced  as  to  feel  it  difficult  to  shake  ofl^ an 
latruder. 

The  kiiight  forthwith  framed  his  grim  features  to 
ft  ghastly  smila  and,  after  a  preluninary  and  patron- 
Mng  nod  to  Gieorge  Heriot,  accompanied  with  an 
vistocratic  wave  of  the  hand,  which  intimated  at 
Moe  Bupctiority  aod  p9K>ta6tioii»  ha  laid  aside  alto- 


oscher  the  hsMSt  ciliz^  to  wImiii  kooirad  many  a 

dinner,  to  attach  himself  exclusively  to  the  young 
loM,  although  he  suspected  he  might  be  occasionally 
in  the  predicament  of  needing  one  as  much  as  himseli. 
And  even  the  notice  of  this  original,  singular  and 
unamiable  as  he  was,  was  not  entirdy  indmercnt  «> 
Lord  Gienvarioch,  since  the  absohite  and  somewhat 
constrained  silence  of  his  good  fiiend  Heriot^  which 
left  him  at  liberty  to  retire  painfully  to  his  own 
agitating  reflections  was  now  rehcved  ^  while  on  die 
other  hand,  he  oouid  not  help  feeling  mterest  fai  the 
sharp  and  sarcastic  information  potufedupon  him  fay 
an  observant^  though  discontented  courtier,  to  whom 
a  patient  auditor,  and  he  a  man  of  title  and  rank,  was 
as  much  a  piize^  as  his  acute  and  communicative 
disposidon  rendered  him  aH  entertaining  companion 
to  Nigel  Olifaunt.  Herio^  in  the  meantime,  neglected 
by  Sir  Mungo,  and  avoiding  every  attempt  by  which 
the  grateful  politeness  of  Lord  Glonvarloch  atrove 
to  bnng  him  mto  the  conversation,  stood  by,  with 
a  kind  of  half  smile  on  his  countenance ;  but  whether 
excited  by  Sir  Mungo's  wit,  or  arising  at  his  expense^ 
did  not  exactly  9p\fou* 

-In  ine  meantimek  the  tiio  occupied  a  nook  of  the 
anteroom,  next  to  the  door  of  the  presence-chamber, 
which  was  not  yet  thrown  open,  when  MaxYrtH, 
with  )us  rod  of  otnce,  came  bustling  into  the  anart- 
ment,  where  most  men,  excepting  those  of  nigh 
rank,  made  way  for  him.  He  atopped  beside  the  par- 
ty in  which  we  are  interested,  looked  for  a  momeat 
at  the  young  Soota  nobleman,  then  made  a  sligi^t 
obeisance  to  Heriot,  and  lastly,  addressing  Sir  Mun- 
go Malagrowther,  began  a  hurried  complaint  to  him 
of  the  misbehaviour  of  the  gentlemen^pensionera 
and  warders,  who  suffered,  all  sort  of  citizens,  suitors, 
and  scriveners,  to  sneak  into  the  outer  apartments, 
without  either  respect  or  decency.—"  The  EngltsK," 
he  said,  "  were  scandalised,  for  such  a  thing  durst 
not  be  attempted  in  the  Queen's  davs.  In  her  timS| 
there  was  then  the  court-yard  for  the  i|iobility ;  and 
the  apartments  for  the  nobility :  and  it  reflects  on 
your  place,  Sir  Mungo,"  be  added,  "  belonging  to  the 
household  as  you  do,  that  auch  things  should  not  be 
better  ordered." 

Here  Sir  Mungo,  afflicted,  as  was  frequently  the 
case  on  such  occasions,  with  one  of  his  usual  fits  of 
deafness^  answered,  "  It  was  no  wonder  the  mobili^ 
used  freedoms,  when  those  whom  they  saw  in  office 
were  so  little  better  in  blood  and  havings  than 
themselves." 

.  "  You  are  right,  sb-^uite  right,"  said  Maxwell,  put- 
ting his  hand  on  the  tamishaa  embroidery  on  the  old 
knight's  sleeve— "when  such  feUows  see  men  in  of- 
fice dressed  in  cast-off  suits,  like  paltry  stage-playera, 
it  is  no  wonder  the  Court  is  thronged  with  intru- 
ders," 

"Were  you  lauding  the  taste  of  my  embroidery, 
Maister  Maxwell?"  answered  the  knignt,  who  appa- 
rently interpreted  the  deputy  chamberlain's  mean- 
ing rather  nom  his  action  than  his  words  r-*'  it  is  of 
an  ancient  and  liberal  pattern,  having  been  made  by 
your  mothe/s  father,  auld  James  Stilchell,  a  master- 
fasbk>ner  of  honest  repute,  in  Merlin's  Wynd,  whom 
I  made  a  point  to  employ,  as  I  am  now  happy  to  re- 
member, aeeing  your  father  thought  fit  to  mtSrmar- 
ry  with  aic  a  person's  daughter."* 

Maxwell  looked  stern :  but  conscious  there  was 
nothing  to  be  got  of  Sir  Mungo  in  the  way  of  amends, 
and  that  prosecuting  the  quarrel  with  such  an  adver- 
sary would  only  render  him  ridiculous,  and  make  a 
public  mis-alliance  of  which  he  had  no  reaion  to  be 
proud,  he  covered  his  resentment  with  a  sneer;  and 
expressing  his  regret  that  Sir  Mungo  was  become  too. 
deaf  to  underetand  or  attend  to  what  was  saki  to 
him,  walked  on,  and  planted  himself  beside  the 
folding-doore  of  the  presence-chamber,  at  which  he 
was  to  perform  the  duty  of  deputy-chamberiatn,  or 
usher,  so  soon  aa  they  should  be  opened. 

"  The  door  of  the  presence  is  about  to  open,'*  said 
the  goldsmith,  in  a  whisper,  to  his  young  fneUd; 
"  my  condition  permits  me  to  go  no  farther  with  f~^ 
Pail  not  to  present  yourself  boldly, 
birth,  and  offer  your  Supplicatbn 
^  See  Note  to  Cteplar  VL,  pw  aa.   Sir  Hna|o  AfalagiofrtJsa  . 


to  go  no  fartber  witn  yon. 
boldly,  according  to  jrour 
licatbn;  which  the  King 


THE'  FORTQICBS  "OP  NiaEL. 


IL'CbU*. 


fwill'iiot  mflwe  fo  aoecpt,  «aid|  as  I  bope,  to  oonnder 
;favourably."  - 

As  he  spoke,  the  door  of  the  pnesenoe-chember 
.opened  accordingly,  and,  as  is  usual  on  such  occa- 
isions,  the  courtiers  began  to  advance  towards  it,  and 
to  enter  in  a  slow,  but  continuous  and  uninterrupted 
.slzeaui' 

As  Nigel  presented  himself  in  his  torn  at  the  en- 
trance,  and  mentioned  his  name  and  title.  Maxwell 
3d  to  hesitate.    "You  are  not  known  to  any 

,    he  said.    "It  is  my  duty  to  sufier  no  one  to 

.pass  to  the  preeenca  my  lord,  whose  fsceis  unknown 

to  roe,  unless  upon  the  word  of  a  responsible  person." 

'*J  came  with  Master  Qeoi;^  Hehot,"  said  Nigel, 

in  some  embarrassment  at  this  unexpected  interrup- 

**  Master  Heriot's  name  will  pass  covrent  for  muoh 
lipid  and  silver,  my  lord,"  replied  MazweU,  with  « 
civileneer,  "  but  not  for  birth  and  rank.  I  am  com- 
yeUed  bv  my  office  to  be  peremptorv.— The  entrance 
M  impeded^I  am  muoh  conoemed  to  say  it'-your 
loidanip  must  stand  back.*' 

"  What  is  the  matter  T  said  an  old  Scottish  noble- 
man, who  had  beenspeakmg  with  Gtoorge  Heriot, 
.alter  he  had  separated  from  Nigel,  and  who  now 
came  forward,  observing  the  ahercation  betwixt  the 
latter  and  Maxwell. 

"  It  is  only  Master  Deputy  Chamberlain  Max  weU," 
aaid  Sir  Mungo  Malagrowther,  "  expressing  his  joy 
10  see  Lord  Gienvarloch  at  Court,  whose  father  gave 
him  his  office--at  least  I  think  he  is  speaking  to  that 
poiport— for  your  lordship  kens  my  imperfection." 
A  subdued  laugh,  such  as  the  situation  nnmitted, 
passed  round  amongst  those  who  heard  tnis  speci- 
intn  of  Sir  Mungo's  sarcastic  temper.  But  the  old 
nobleman  stepped  still  more  forward,  saying— What  I 
~!the  son  of  m^r  gaHant  old  opponent,  Ochtred  Oli- 
ftunt1~I  will  mtroduce  him  to  the  presence  my- 
■elf." 

.So  saying;  he  took  Nigel  by  the  arm.  without  far- 
ther ceremony,  and  was  about  to  lead  biill  forward, 
when  Maxwell,  still  keeping  his  rod  across  the  door, 
aak),  but  with  oeaitation  and  ombarrassment-— "  My 
lord,  tliis  gentleman  is  not  known,  and  I  have  orders 
to  be  scrnpulous."  . 

"Tutti-taiti,  man,"  said  the  old  tord,  "I  wfll  be 
anawerabie  he  is  his  father's  eon,  from  the  cut  of  hie 
eyebrow— «nd  thou,  Maxwell,  knewcst  hts&ther  well 
enough  to  have  spared  thy  scruples.  Let  us  pass, 
man.  So  saying,  he  put  aside  the  deputy  chamber- 
loin's  rod,  and  entered  the  presonce^room,  still  hold- 
ing the  young  noblemim  by  the  arm. 

^  Why,  I  must  know  you,  man,"  he  said ;  "  I  roost 
know  you.  I  knew  yourfather  well,  man,  and  I  have 
bvoke  a  lanoe  and  crossed  a  blade  with  him ;  and  it  is 
to  my  credit  that  I  am  living  to  brag  of  it  He  was 
king's-man,  and  I  was  Queen's-man,  during  the 
.  I)ouglas  wars—young  fellows  both,  thai  feared  neither 
firo  nor  steel ;  and  we  had  some  old  feudal  quarrels 
besides,  that  had  come  down  from  father  to  son,  with 
om*  sess-rings,  two*handed  broadswords,  and  plate- 
eoata  and  the  crests  on  our  bui^nets." 

**Too  loud,  my  Lord  of  Himtmglen,"iwhisperBd  a 
geotltmao  of  the  chamber—  *'  the  King  r<-~tbe  King  P' 
The  old  Rarl  (for  such  he  proved)  took  the  hmt, 
and  was  silent;  and  James,  sdvanctng  from  a  side- 
door,  received  in  succession  the  compliments  of  stran- 
oen,  while  a  little  group  of  favourite  courtiers,  or  of-< 
floors  of  the  household,  stood  around  him,  to  whom 
ha  addnssed  himself  from  time  to  time.  Some 
more  puns  had  been  bestowed  on  his  toilet  than  upon 
«ha  poaasoh  when  we  first  presented  the  monarch 
.  to  oor  readers ;  but  there  was  natural  awkward- 
■esa  about  his  figure  which  prevented  his  clothes 
from  sittinjg  handsomelr,  and  me  prudence  or  timidi- 
ty of  hie  di^xMition  had  made  him  adopt  the  custom 
almody  noUced,  of  wearing  a  dn^  so  thickly  quilted 
as  might  withstand  the  stroKo  of  a  dagger,  which  add- 
ed an  ungainlv  stiffness  to  his  whole  appearance, 
atetraating  oddly  with  the  frivolous,  ungraceful,  end 
Mgedng  motions  with  which  he  accompanied  his 
conversatran.  And  yet  though  the  King's  deport- 
ment was  very  undignified,  he  had  a  manner  so  kind. 
I  and  gpod'humouiedt  was  so  hule  apt  to  \eil 


ofter  or  conceal  his  own  HMe^  andliad  so  moek  an- 
dulgence  and  sympathy  for  those  of  others,  tha,t  h^ 
adaress,  rained  to hislearning,  and-a certain  prop0l^' 
tion  of  shrewd  mothsr^wit,  failed  not  to  roiwe  a  A- 
vourable  impression  on  those  who  approached  fa« 
pereon. 

When  the  Earl  of  Hnntinglen  had  presented  Nitfel 
to  his  sovereign,  a- ceremony  which  the  good  i 
took  upon  himself,  the  King  received  the  young  1 

very  graciously,  and  observed  to  his  introGneer,  I 

he*' was  fein  to  see  them  twa  stand  side  by  side; 
fcftl  trow,  my  Lord  HuntingleQ,"  oontmiiedhe^ "] 
ancestors^  ay^  and  e'en  your  lordship's  self  and 
tad's  father,  have  stood  front  to  front  at  the  r 
point  and  tnat  is  a  worse  posture." 

"until  year  Miuwty,'^  oaxl  Lord  Humini^flM, 
"  made  Lonl  Ochtred  and  me  cross  palms,  upon  the 
memorable  day  when  your  Mi^ty  fitted  all  tiM 
nobles  that  were  at  feud  together,  and  BMMie  dssB 
jwn  hands  in  your  presence"—         • 

"  I  mind  it  weel,"  said  the  King ; "  I  mind  it  wtl 
it  waa  a  bleseed  day,  bekig  the  nineteen  of  Septevte, 
of  all  days  in  the  year--and  it  was  a  blithe  sport  lo  ass 
how  some  of  the  carls  girdM  as  they  tslappai  boil 
together.    By  my  saul  I  thought  some  of  thca, 
mair  speoial  the  nieland  ^iels,  wad  have  bnAen  «Mt 
in  our  own  presence ;  but  we  -caused  (hem  to  mardi 
hand  in  hand  to  the  Cross,  ourselveB  leading  d»e 
way,  and  there  drink  a  blithe  cap  of  kindness  ^nAi 
ilk  other,  to  the  stanching  of  fevd,  and jParpetiuitkMi 
of  amity.    Auld  John  Anderson  was  Provost  tktt 
year^tne  carle  grat  for  joy,  and  the  BaiGes  aad 
Councillors  danced  bareheaded  in  our  presence  nks 


fiveyear-auld- colts,  for  very  triumph." 
',"8aidLoi 
will  notoe  fonrotteo  h  "" 
jesty's  rei^n. 


ix  was  indeed  a  happy  day,"  said  Lord  Hnntmirictt, 
"  and  will  not  be  forgotten  m  the  history  of  yomr  Mi- 


_  would  not  that  it  were,  my  ford,"  repUed  ll^ 
Monarch—"  I  would  not  that  i|  were  pretermitted  m 
our  annals.  Ay,  ay— AeoiC  fac{/(ei.*  Wj  Ea^iah 
lieges  here  may  weel  make  much  of  me,  for  I  wt»«dd 
have  them  to  know,  they  have  gotten  the  only  peaee- 
able  man  that  ever  came  of  my  family.     It  JeiBei 


with  the  Fiery  Faoe  had  oome  amongst  yof^"  he 
said,  looking  round  lum,  "or  my  great  grandanrv^  al 
Flodden  memory  1" 

"  We  should  have  sent  him  back  to  the  north  agWB,' 
whispered  one  Enslish  nobleman. 

**  At  least  *'  said  anolhen  in  the  aame  inandftls 
tone,  "  we  should  have  had  a  man  to  our  soverei^ 
though  he  were  but  a  Scotsman." 

"  And  now,  my  young  springald,"  said  the  1 
Lord  Olenvarloeh,  "  where  have  you  been  i 
your  calf- time  7" 

**  At  Leyaen.  of  late^  may  it  please  yonr  Majesty," 
answered  Lord  Nigel. 

"  Aha!  a  scholar,"  said  the  King;  "  and  by  my 
saul,  a  modest  and  ingenuous  youth,  diat  hath  not 
forgotten  how  to  Mush,  like  most  of  our  tiaveOed 
Monsicors.    We  will  treat  him  oomformablv." 

Then  drawing  himself  up,  coughing  slightly,  end 
looking  around  him  with  the  conscious  importaaice 
of  superior  learning,  while  all  the  courtiers  who  voh 
deretood,  or  underetood  not,  Latin,  pressed  eagperlv 
forward  to  listen,  the  sapient  monardi  proseeulen 
his  inquiries  as  follows  :— 

"  Hem  1  hem  I  Salve _  M«,  gt^erqiu  mIva  OUnwm^ 
Mtidea  noster  t  Nuperwmnt  ab  Lugduno  BtUawrum 
BrUanniam  rediisti  ? 

The  youim  nobleman  replied,  howinj?  fow^- 

"  Imo^  K€X  a^guH^Milnl»^bienmum  ftrt  op^ 
LMgdunmsea  moratu*  turn  J* 

.  James  proceeded— 

"  Bicnnium  dici3?heMy  bene^  optume  ,fKtum  esf^ 
Non  uno  die,  qtiod  dieuiUt — intelUgiaH,  I^omku 
Oloftariot^ierui*?  Aha  I" 

Nigel  replied  bv  a  reverend  bow,  and  the  Kmg,  turn* 
ing  to  those  behmd  bun,  said— 

^  AdoUaceas  quidem  ingenui  vuUu$  ingcnuique  pn* 
dorw."  Then  resumed  his  learned  cpieriea.  '*  Mt  quid 
hodit  lMUfdunen$e»  loquuntvr—  Vanhu  veUer  mfeUiM 
TUfvi  Bcrlpni?-'nihU  certe,  quod  doleo,  tfpii  reemim 
edidU:* 

'^KoMflMidem  1?bss(M^  J2er  *«umK'*  replied  M- 


«wp.  fX.] 
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^ 'Wiener  teneratUHinut  annum  agit^ni/alhr, 
t^uajfoimttm," 

■FtfwWi  mtherele,  vix  tarn  grandtecum  ertdidc- 
riw,"  rq)!ied  the  Monarch.  ^'^Bt  Vor^ius  iste?— 
iaviinii  improbi  succenfor  esque  at  sectator—Herosnc 
dku£^  ui  cum  Homero  loquavt  Zoi^i  ttrrl  koI  hi  \Qw\ 

wigel,  by  good  fortune,  remembered  that  Vorsthis, 

(beaivine  last  mentioned  in  his  Majesty's  queries 

*oat  the  state  of  Dutch  hterature;  had  tjeen  engaged 

I  in  t  persona!  controversy  with  James,  in  which  the 

'  fiig  had  taken  so  deep  nn  interest,  as  at  length  to 

I  nc  io  his  public  correaiondence  with  the  United 

fltttes,  that  they  would  do  well  to  apply  the  secular 

mn  to  stop  the  progress  of  heresy  by  violent  measures 

ininst  die  Professor's  person— «  demand  wl)ich  their 

Bghty  Mightinesses'  principles  of  universal  tolera- 

wo  induced  them  to  elude,  though  with  some  diffi- 

(dty.   Knowing  all  thia,  Lord  CHenvarloch,  though 

loourtier  of  only  fire  minutes*  standing,  had  address 

Buwgh  to  reply— 

*  Vivum  quidem,  hmtd  diu  est  hominem  videbam— 
Vifcre  attUm  quxs  aicat  qui  wb/ulminibxia  doquentia 
m, /?ex  magrut  jamdudum  pnmuf  jacet^  tt  protdra- 

Xik  last  tribute  to  his  i)olemicaI  powers  completed 
{nses's  happiness,  which  the  triumph  of  exhibiting 
kii  eniditioa  bad  already  raised  to  a  considerable 
hoRht 

He  nibbed  his  hands,  snapped  his  fingers,  fidgeted. 
wdUed,  exclaimed— *'J5ui{[<5/  betU!  opUmer  and 
tnine  to  the  Bishops  of  Exeter  and  Oxford,  who 
^  oehmd  hini,  he  said,— "Ye  see,  my  lords,  no 
y^ecimen  of  our  Scottish  Latinity.  with  which 
■BWte  we  would  all  our  subjects  of  England  were 
juaiembued  as  this,  and  other  youths  of  honour- 
*.4ffth,  in  our  auld  kingdom ;  also,  we  keep  the 
iMeand  Roman  pronunciation,  like  other  learned 
**wt  on  the  continent,  soe  that  we  hold  commu- 
w>J  with  any  scholar  in  the  universe,  who  can  but 
fpflik  the  Latm  tongue  j  whereas  ye,  our  learned  sub- 
g«  of  England,  have  mtrpduced  into  your  universi- 
n  otherwise  most  learned,  a  fashion  of  pronouncing 
■e  unto  the  ^nippit  foot  and  clippit  foot*  of  the  bride 
■tte  fsiry  tale,  whiik  manner  or  speech  (take  it  not 
{a»8  that  I  be  round  with  you)  can  be  understood 
Jfto  nation  on  earth  savmg  yourselTes;  whereby 
wtin,  quoad  Anglos,  ceaseth  to  be  communis  lingua^ 
%  general  dragoman,  or  inierpreter,  between  all  the 
*je  men  of  the  earth  .^' 

The  Bishop  of  Exeter  bowed,  as  in  acquiescence  to 
.  Wl  censure ;  but  he  of  Oxford  stood  upjight,  as 
jwwnil  over  what  subjects  his  see  extended,  and  as. 
Jong  eaually  willing  to  become  food  for  fagots  in  de- 
Jjceof  the  Latinity  of  the  university,  as  for  any  ar- 
We  of  his  religious  creed. 

The  King,  without  awaiting  an  answer  fi"om  cither 
Pwate,  pmceeded  to  question  Lord  Nigel,  but  in  the 
gniacular  tongue,— "weel,  my  likely  Alumnus  of  the 
uS^  and  what  make  you  so  far  from  the  north?" 
To  pay  my  homage  to  your  Majesty,"  said  the 
JJJ*  nobleman,  kneeling  on  one  knee,  and  to  lay 
yftffe  you,"  he  added,  *'  tois  my  humble  and  dutiful 
•uppfication." 

Tw  presenting  ot  a  pistol  would  certainly  have 
JJ'M  King  James  more,  but  could  (setting  apart 
H*jnghf)  hardly  havo  been  more  unpleasing  to  his 
■jpjeat  disposition. 

^nd  is  It  even  so,  man  V*  said  he:  "  and  can  no 
■v«  man,  were  it  but  for  the  rarity  of  the  case,  ever 
"■"■e  up  frae  Scotland,  excepting  ex  praposito— on  set 
""pose,  to  see  what  he  can  make  out  of  his  loving 
|?wgn  1  It  is  but  three  days  syne  that  we  had  weel- 
^lost  our,  life,  and  put  three  kingdoms  into  dule- 
Jw«.  from  the  over  haste  of  a  clumsy-handed  pea- 
Jli  to  thrust  a  packet  into  our  hand,  and  now  we 
9  beset  by  the  like  impediment  in  our  very  Court. 
*«OQr  Secretary  with  that  gear,  my  lord- to  our  Se- 
^ry  with  that  gBar.^» 

Le<t  «iir  ladf  or  tentleman  ihoald  raipect  there  la  aught  of 
^"7  woewtod  under  the  aentence*  printed  in  ItAliet,  they 
T"«n  pwuBdlemdenrtwidUiat  ttaer  conuin  only  a  few  com- 
VV^»  Utin  phreMt,  relatiuf  to  the  state  of  letters  id  HoI- 
l2g^"icti  aeither  duorve,  nor  would  endure  a  Uierel  uaui- 
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"I  have  already  ofllered  my  humble  Supplication  to 
your  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State,"  sakf  Lord  Glen- 
varloch— "but  it  seems' 

"  That  he  would  not  receive  it,  I  warrant  7"  said  the 
King,  interrupting  him ;  "  by  my  saul,  our  Secretary 
kens  that  point  of  king-craft,  called  refusings  better 
than  we  do,  and  will  look  at  nothing  but  what  ne  likes 
himsell— I  think  I  wad  make  a  better  Secretary  to  him 
than  he  to  me.— Weel,  my  lord,  you  are  welcome  to 
London  I  and,  as  ye  seem  an  acute  and  learned  youthi 
I  advise  ye  to  turn  your  neb  northward  as  soon  as  ye 
like,  and  settle  yoursell  for  a  while  at  Saint  Andrews, 
and  we  will  be  right  glad  to  bear  that  you  prosper  in 
your  studies.— /nru7njK/«  remis  fortUer." 

While  the  King  spoke  thua,  he  held  the  petition  of 
the  young  lord  carelessly,  like  one  who  only  delayed 
till  the  supplicant' s,back  was  turned,  to  throw  it  away 
or  at  least  lay  it  aside  to  be  no  more  looked  at.  The 
petitioner,  who  read  this  in  his  cold  and  indiilerent 
looks,  and  in  the  manner  in  which  he  twisted  and 
crumpled  together  the  paper,  arose  with  a  bitter  sense 
of  anger  and  disappointment,  made  a  profound  obei- 
sance, and  was  about  torethre  hastily.  But  Lord  H\m- 
tinglen,  who  stood  by  him,  checked  hb  intention  D/ 
an  almost  imperceptible  touch  upon  the  skirt  of  hie 
cloak,  and  Nigel,  taking  the  hint,  retreated  only  a  few 
steps  frdm  the  royal  presence,  and  then  made  a  pause. 
In  the  meantime.  Lord  Huntin^en  kneeled  oefore 
James,  in  his  turn,  and  said— 'Hffay  it  please  your 
Majesty  to  remember,  that  upon  one  certain  occasion 
you  did  promise  to  grant  me  a  boon  every  year  of 
your  sacred  life."t 

"  I  mind  it  weel,  man,**  answered  James,  '*I  mind 
it  wcel.  and  good  reason  why— it  was  when  you  un^ 
clasped  th6  iause  traitor  Ruthven's  fangs  from  about ' 
our  royal  throat,  and  drove  your  dirk  into  him  like  a 
true  subject.  We  did  then,  as  you  remind  us,  (whilk 
was  unnecessary^)  being  partly  beside  ourselves  with 
joy  at  our  liberation,  promise  we  would  grant  you  a 
free  boon  every  year ;  whilk  promise,  on  our  coming 
to  menseful  possession  of  our  royal  faculties,  we  did 
confirm,  restricHvS  always  and  eonditionaliter^  that 
your  lordship's  demand  should  be  such  as  we,  in  our 
royal  discrenon,  should  think  reasonable." 

Even  so,  gracious  Sovereign.*'  said  theoM  Earl, 
"  and  may  I  yet  farther  craTe  to  know  if  I  have  evet 
exceeded  thehounds  of  your  royal  benevolence?" 

"  By  my  word,  man,  no  P'  said  the  King ;  **  I  cannot 
remember  you  have  asked  much  for  yourself,  if  it  be 
not  a  dog.  or  a  hawk,  or  a  buck  out  of  our  park  at 
Theobald  s,  or  such  like.  But  to  what  serves  thie 
preface?" 

"  To  ,the  boon  which  I  am  now  to  ask  vf  your 
Grace,"  said  Lord  Hun  tinglen ;  "  which  is,  that  your 
Majesty  would  be  pleased,  on  the  instant,  to  looh  at 
the  placet  of  Lord  Glenvarioch,  and  do  upon  it  what 
your  own  just  and  royal  nature  shall  think  meet  and 
just,  without  reference  to  your  Secretaiy  or  any  otbei 
of  your  Council." 

"  By  my  saul,  my  lord,  this  is  strange,"  said  the 
King ;  '*  ye  are  pleading  for  the  son  of  your  enemy  .*** 

"  Of  one  who  teas  my  enemy  till  your  Majesty  made 
him  my  friend,"  answered  Lord  Huatinglen. 

"Weel  spoken,  my  lord !"  said  the  King; "  and  with 
a  true  Christian  spirit  And,  respecting  the  Suppli- 
cation of  this  young  man,  I  partly  guess  where  the 
matter  lies;  and  in  plain  troth  I  had  promised  to 
George  Henot  to  be  good  to  the  lad— But  then,  here 
the  shoe  pinches.  Steenie  and  Baby  Charles  cannot 
abide  him — ^neither  can  your  own  son,  my  lord ;  atd 
so,  methinks,  he  had  better  go  down  to  ScoUand  be- 
fore he  comes  to  ill  luck  by  mem." 

t  The  credit  of  having  rencu^  Jamea  T^  tnm  ttie  dagjrer  of 
Alexander  Ruthvan,  ie  herp  fictittoualy  aMribed  to  an  imaKinaiT 
Lord  Hvntiiiflen.  In  reality,  as  may  b«  mad  in  ovary  higtory. 
hU  preaervor  was  John  RaJimty.  aflerwarda  craated  Earl  of 


Hpl^ernen,  who  ■tabbed  the  youihger  Ruthyen  wiUi  hiada^ 

,  _,._ Ji  retaro  of  the  day,  the  King't 

deUveraace  wa«  ooromenftrated  by  an  anniveraary  tsui.    Tha 


while  he  vma  ttniyjrilnjr  with  the  king.    Bir  Anthony  w 
informt  ua,  that,  upon  the  anmni  ratara  of  the  day,  me  King's 


,    upon  Mhich,"  prMMda  the  la* 

itoriaii,  "  Sir  John  Ramaay,  for  bis  good  iervice  in 
nration,  was  tlie  principal  gvast,  and  no  did  the  Khf 

„ anv  boon  he  would  aak  thatday.    But  he  had  sueh  U 

mitation  oiade  to  his  aaking,  m  made  hia  auU  aa  unprorabKju 
the  action  for  which  ha  aaked  it  foe  waa  uoaenrtcaabte  )o  Cie 
King."  I 


time  was  Uie  fifth  of  Aug«at> 
tiricat  liistoriaii,  "  Sir  John  1 
that  preservation, 
grant  him  any  ' 
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"  Mjr  son,  an  U  please  your  Majesty,  ao  far  as  be  ih 
coiicernpd,  shnll  not  drrecT  m^  doings,  said  rhe  Earl, 
*  nor  any  wild-headed  young  mci  of  ihoin  all." 

•'Why,  neiliitrr  shnll  they  mine,*'  replied  the  Mon- 
arch :*' by  my  father's  saul,  none  of  them  all  shall 
play  Rex  with  nie— I  will  do  what  1  will,  and  what  I 
alight,  like  a  free  King."   ^ 

Vour  ]\Iajc»ty  will  then  grant  me  my  boon  7"  said 
the  Lord  Huntinglcn. 

"  A\\  marry  wall  I— marry  will  1,"  said  the  King ; 
"but  follow  me  tliia  way,  man,  where  wc  may  be  more 
private." 

Ue  led  Lord  Huntinclen  with  rather  a  hurried  step 
through  the  courtiers,  all  of  whom  gazed  earnestly  on 
thijs  unwonted  scene,  as  is  the  fashion  of  all  courts 
on  smiilar  occasions.  The  King  passed  into  a  little 
cabinet,  and  bade,  in  the  first  moment,  Lord  Hun- 
tinglen  lock  or  bar  the  door ;  but  countermanded  his 
direction  in  the  next,  saj'ing,— "  No,  no.  no  —bread  o' 
life,  man,  I  am  a  free  King— will  do  what  I  will  and 
what  I  should— I  arii  Justus  tt  tenax  propositi,  man 
—nevertheless,  keep  by  the  door.  Lord  Huntinglen. 
in  case  Steenie  should  come  in  with  his  mad  humour." 

"O  my  poor  master!"  groaned  tlie  Earl  of  Hun- 
tinglen. \Vhen  you  w  ere  in  your  own  cold  coimtry, 
you  had  warmer  blood  in  your  veins." 

The  King  hastily  looked  over  .the  petition  oi  memo- 
rial, everv  now  and  then  glancing  his  eye  towards  the 
door,  and  then  sinking  it  liastlly  on  the  paper,  asha- 
med that  Lord ,  Huntinglen,  whom  he  respected, 
■hould  suspect  him  of  timidity. 

"To  grant  the  truth^"  he  said,  after  he  had  finished 
his  has^  perusal,  "  this  is  a  hard  case ;  and  harder 
than  it  was  represented  to  me,  though  I  had  some 
inkling  of  it  before.  And  so  the  lad  only  wants  pay- 
ment of  ihe  siller  due  from  us,  in  order  to  reclaim  hia 
paternal  estate  7  But  then,  I|un tinglen,  the  lad  will 
nave  other  debts— and  why  burden  himsell  with  sae 
mony  acres  of  barren  woodland  7  let  the  land' gang, 
man,  let  the  land  sang ;  S(eenie  has  the  promise  of 
it  firom  our  Scotlisn  Chancellor—it  is  the  best  hunt- 
ing ground  in  Scotland— and  Baby  Charles  and 
Steenie  want  to  kill  a  buck  there  this  next  vear— they 
maun  hae  the  land— they  maun  hae  the  land :  and 
our  debt  shall  be  paid  to  the  young  man  plack  and 
bawbee,  and  he  may  have  the  spending  of  it  at  our 
Court ;  or  if  he  has  such  an  eard  hunger,  wouns  ! 
man,  wo'll  stuff  his  stomach  with  English  land, 
which  is  worth  twice  as  much,  ay»  ten  times  as  much. 
08  these  accursed  hills  and  heughs,  and  mosses  and 
muirs,  that  he  is  so  keen  after.'* 

All  this  while  the  poor  King  ambled  up  and  down 
the  apartment  in  a  piteous  state  of  uncertainty,  which 
was  made  more  ridiculous  by  his  shambling  circular 
mode  of  managing  his  legs,  and  his  ungainly  fashion 
on  such  occasions  of  fiddling  with  the  bunches  of 
ribands  which  fastened  the  lower  part  of  his  dress. 

Lord  Huntinglen  listened  with  great  composure, 
and  answered,  "  An  it  please  your  Majesty,  there 
was  an  answer  yielded  by  Naboth  when  Ahab  covet- 
ed his  vineyard—'  The  Lord  forbid  that  I  should  give 
the  inhentanoe  of  my  fathers  unto  thee.* " 

"Ey,  ray  lord^-ey,  my  lord  I"  ejaculated  James, 
while  all  the  colour  mounted  both  to  his  cheek  and 
nose ;  "  I  hope  ye  mean  not  to  teach  nie  divinity  7— 
Ye  need  not  fear,  my  lord,  that  I  will  shun'  to  do  jus- 
tice to  every  man ;  and.  since  your  lordship  will  ^ve 
me  no  hdb  to  take  up  this  in  a  more  peaceful  man- 
ner—whilk,  mcthi^ks,  would  be  .better  for  the  young 
man,  as  I  said  beifore,— why— since  it  maun  be  so— 
'adeath,  I  am  a  free  King,  man,  and  he  shall  have  his 
money  and  redeem  his  land,  and  make  a  kirk  and  a 
miln  of  it,  an  he  will.''  So  saying,  he  hastily  wrote 
an  order  on  the  Scottish  Exchequer  for  the  sum  in 

restion,  and  then  added,  "  How  they  are  to  pay  it, 
see  not  j  but  I  warrant  he  will  find  money  on  the 
order  among  the  goldsmiths,  who  can  find  it  for  eve- 
ry one  but  me.— And  now  you  see,  my  Lord  of  Hun- 
tinglen, that  I  am  neither  an  imtrue  man,  to  deny  you 
5he  boon  whilk  I  became  bound  for,  nor  an  Ahab,  to 
covet  Naboth's  vineyard ;  nor  a  mere  nosQ-of-wax, 
to  be  twisted  this  way  and  that,  by  favourites  and 
oounsetlors  at  their  pleasure.  I  think  you  will  grant 
now  that  I  an^  none  of  those?" 


*'  You  are  my  own  native  and  noble  Piince,"  «id 
Huntinglen,  as  he  knelt  to  kiss  die  royal  band— "  jua 
and  generous,  whenever  you  listen  to  the  woikuq^ 
of  your  own  heart." 

'^Ay,  ay,"  said  the  King,  laughing  good-natiBtdIr, 
as  he  rai!«ed  his  faithful  servant  from  thegroon^ 
"  that  is  what  ye  all  say  when  I  do  any  thing  topieaK 
ye.  .  There— there,  take  the  sign-manual,  and  vwij 
with  you  and  this  young  fellow.  I  wonder  Steene 
and  Baby  Charles  nave  not  broken  in  on  us  bcliiii 
now." 

Lord  Huntinglen  hastened  from  the  cabinet,  £»» 
seeing  a  scene  at  which  he  was  unwilling  to  bepnk 
sent,  [)ut  which  sometimes  occurred  woen  Juan 
roused  himself  so  far  as  to  exert  his  own  free  ^ 
of  which  he  boastedjBo  much,  in  spite  of  that  of  bii 
imperious  favourite  Steenie,  as  he  called  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham,  from  a  supposed  resemblancebeimxibii 
very  handsome  countenance,  and  that  with  which  tHa 
Italian  artists  represented  the  proto-martyr  Stflphov 
In  fact,  the  haughty  favourite,  who  had  theinnuii 
good  fortune  to  stand  as  high  in  the  opiniooaf  ibe 
heir-apparent  &sof  the  existmg  monarch,  bid  coo* 
sideraUy  diminished  in  his  respect  towards  tbeltt* 
ter ;  ana  it  was  Apparent,  to  the  more  shrewd  ens- 
tiers,  that  James  endured  los  domination  rather  Iram 
habit,  timidity,  and  a  dread  of  encountering  hiiilflr' 
niy  passions,  than  from  any  heartfelt  coodoustiM 
of'^  regard  towards  him,  whose  greatness  had  huk 
the-  work  of  his  own  hands.  To  save  hiznsdf  thi 
pain  of  seeing  what  was  likely  to  take  place  oalb 
Duke's  return,  an4  to  preserve  the  King  from  theai 
ditional  humiliation  which  the  presence  of  such  a  vil' 
ness  must  have  occasioned^  the  £arl  left  the  cabM 
as  speedily  as  possible,  having  first  carefidly  pocbl^ 
ed  the  important  aign-manuah 

No  sooner  had  he  entered  the  presence- room,  tw 
he  hastily  sought  Lord  Gienvarloch,  who  bad  with- 
drawn into  the  embrasure  of  one  of  the  windom 
firom  the  general  gaze  of  men  who  seemed  diqwtn 
only  to  afTord  him  the  notice  which  arises  from  w* 
prise  and  curiosity,  and,  taking  him  by  the  aim,  w 
out  speaking,  led  nim  out  of  the  presence-chamh^ 
into  the  first  anteroom.  Here  they  found  the  woraqr 
goldsmith,  who  approached  them  with  looks  of  ^ 
riosity,  which  were  checked  by  the  old  lord,  wboMJ 
haatily,— "All  is  well.— Is  your  barge  inwaitinif 
Heriot  answered  in  the  affmrmative.  "Tliea,''*! 
Lord  Huntinglen,  "you  shall  give  me  a  castinil^li 
the  watermen  say,  and  I,  in  requital,  will  give  IN 
both  your  dinner;  for  we  must  have  apme  conviP' 
tion  together." 

They  both  followed  the  Earl  without  speaklnftiH 
were  m  the  second  anteroom  when  the  importatf 
annunciation  of  the  ushers,  and  the  hasty  munnnt 
with  which  all  made  ample  way  as  the  company  re- 
peated to  each  other,— "The  Duke— the  Duke.'"roade 
them  aware  of  the  approach  of  the  omnipoteot  u- 
vourite. 

He  entered,  that  unhappy  minion  of  court  bvpuL 
sumptuously  dressed  in  the  picturesque  attire  which 
Hill  live  for  ever  on  the  canvass  of  Vandyke,  and 
which  marks  so  well  the  proud  age,  when  aristocn- 
cy,  though  undermined  and  nodding  to  its  fall,  tm  ' 
by  external  ahow  and  profuse  expense,  endeavouRd 
to  assert  its  paramount  superionty  over  tlie  infenor 
orders.  The  handsome  and  cominanding  counte- 
nance, stately  form,  and  graceful  acdon  and  manneri 
of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  made  him  become  that 
picturesque  dress  beyond  any  man  of  his  time.  M 
present,  noweyex.  his  countenance  seemed  discomj*- . 
sed,  his  dress  a  little  more  disordered  than  became 
the  place,  his  step  hasty,  and  his  voice  imp«rathr& 

All  marked  the  angry  spot  upon  his  brow,  and  bote 
back  so  suddenly  to  make  way  for  him,  that  theEan 
of  Huntinglen,  who  afiected  no  extraordinary  baste 
on  the  occasion,  with  his  companions,  who  09UM 
not,  if  they  would,  have  decently  left  hmL  remamed 
as  it  were  oy  themselves  in  the  middle  of^  the  roooi 
and  in  the  very  path  of  the  angry  favourite.  Be 
touched  his  cap  sternly  as  he  looked  on  HuntingleOi 
but  unbonneted  to  Heriot,  and  sunk  his  beaver,  wits 
its  shadowy  plume,  as  low  as  the  floor,  with  a  pro- 
found air  or  mock  respect.    In  returning  his  greetu^ 
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i^h  be  did  amply  and  unaffectedly,  the  citizen  only 
on,— "Too  much  courtesy,  my  lord  duke,  ia  often 
(he  reverse  of  kindness/' 

"I  grieve  you  should  think  so,  Master  Heriot," 
tniwered  the  Duke;  "I  only  meant,  by  my  homsKe, 
ID  daim  your  protection,'  sir— your  patronivge.  i  ou 
m  become,  I  understand,  a  solicitor  of  suits— a  pro- 
moter—an undertaker— a  fautor  of  court  suitors  of 
merit  and  quality,  who  chance  to  be  pennyiess.  I 
trast  your  bass  wiU  bear  you  out  in  your  new  boast." 

"Tbcy  will  bear  me  the  farther,  my 'lord  duke," 
inswered  the  goldsmith,'  "that  my  boast  is  but 
until." 

■0,  you  do  vourself  less  than  justice,  my  good 
Muter  Heriot,"  continued  the  Duke,  in  the  same 
tooe  of  irony  i  **  you  have  a  marvellous  court-faction, 
to  be  the  son  of  an  Edinburgh  tinker.  Have  the 
modnesB  to  prefer  me  to  the  knowledge  of  the  high- 
bom  nobleman  who  is  honoured  and  advantagecTby 
jWTpatronagB.**  • 

"iTiat  «hall  be  my  task,"  said  Lord  Huntinglen, 
irai  emphasifl.  "  My  lord  Duke,  I  desire  you  to 
now  Nigel  Olifaunt,  Lord-  Glenvarloch,  representa- 
pve  of  one  of  the  most  ancient  and  powerful  baronial 
iuRucfl  m  Scoil and.— Lord  Glenvarloch,  I  present 
you  to  hit  Grace  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  repre- 
iwutive  of  S^  George  Villiers,  Knight,  of  Brookesby, 
tt  tte  county  of  Leicester." 

Tbe  Duke  coloured  still  more  high  as  he  bowed  to 
wrd  Glenvarloch  scornfully,  a  courtesy  which  the 
other  reuirned  haughtily,  and  with  restrained  indig- 
jaton.  "We  know  each  other,  then,**  said  the 
Due,  lAer  a  moment's  pause :  and  as  if  he  had  seen 

(ooKthmg  in  the  young  nobleman  whiclt  merited 

jwp lerious  notice  than  the  bitter  raillery  with  which 

«  m  commenced—"  we  know  each  other— and 

JWiMW  me,  my  lord,  for  your  enemy,"* 
1  thank  you  for  your  plainness^  my  lord  duke," 

""^  Nigel:  "an  open  enemy  is  better  than  t 


friend.* 


.  For  you,  my  Lord  Huntinglen,**  said  the  Duke, 
JKthinks  you  nave  but  now  overstepped  the  limits 
«ne  indulgence  permitted  to  you,  as  the  father  of 
■Jrnnce's  friend,  and  my  own.^* 
^  Bf  my  word,  my  lord  duke,**  replied  .the  Earl, 

Queasy  for  any  one  to  outstep  boundaries,  of  the 
VMence  of  which  he  was  not  aware.  It  is  neither 
Mcure  my  protection  nor  approbation,  that  my  son 
•wsuch  exalted  company.*' 
.0,  my  lord,  we  know  you,  and  indulge  you,**  said 
» puke ;  "  you  are  one  of  those  who  j^resume  for  a 
■-long  upon  the  merit  of  one  good  action.** 

In  faith,  my  lord,  and  if  it  be  so,**  said  the  old 
Em,  *'  1  have  ai  least  the  advantage  of  such  as  pje- 
une  more  than  I  do,  without  having  done  any  action 
■  merit  whatever.  But  I  mean  not  to  quarrel  with 
1^  my  lord— we  ran  neither  be  friends  nor  enemies 
""^  have  your  path,  and  I  have  mine.*' 

Backingham  only  replied  by  throwing  on  his  bon- 
net, and  shaking  its  lofty  plume  with  a  careless  and 
jjMTifu!  toss  of  the  head.  They  parted  thus;  the 
Jie  walking  onwards  through  the  apartments,  and 
JJ5  others  leaving  thfl  palace  and  repairing  to  White- 
iul  stab's,  where  they  embarked  on  board  the  barge 
■the  citizen. 


CHAPTER  X. 

B'dnot  ttiy  fortune  troll  npoR  the  wheels 
Of  fonder  diincing:  cube*  of  mqttied  bone ; 
And  dvotm  it  not.  like  G«7pt*v  royal  harlot, 
*     DiMoWing  her  rich  peerl  in  the  brimfn'd  wine  ein». 
Th«ae  ara  tti«  erUi,  Lothario,  which  $hnnk  arret 
Into  brief  yard*— bring  sterling  pounds  to  Arthiogs, 
t^dit  ro  inrimy ;  ancfthe  poor  £:ull, 
wrm  might  have  lived  an  nontmr'd.  mtf  life, 
To  nun,  and  an  iiaragarded  grave.  •>n«  VkangtM. 
^RiN  they  were  fairly  embarked  on  the  Thames, 
'*Eari  took  ttrnn  his  pocket  the  Supplication,  and, 
.thf'krogluini,  who  had  a  franknea  hi  his  high  and  irascible 
piDoo.  was  always  ready  to  bid  deAanoe  to  those  by  whom 
*na  thwarted  or  opposed.    He  sspued  to  be  civated  Prince 
;  npperarjrin  Irelana,  and  Lord  High  Constable  of  Encland. 
^^* — .     -      .  ..  .  _   _^^^  ^jj^j  teemed  such  an  uii- 

■  annexed  to  Uie  ofileo  of  Con- 
,^  _..  -„.-  „^„„„....,..,  «,._.ding  to  Sir  Anthony  Weldon/ 
■sDake  pcrempborily  acoostod  CQTentry.  *  Who  nuido  you 


jn^pP^nry  in  Ireland,  and  Lord  High 
iy»try,  then  Lord  Keeper,  opposed  w 
!*?^^'0  extent  of  power  as  was  anne 
?••«    Da  this  opposition,  according  t 


pointing:  out  to  George  Heiiot  the  royal  wvnst 
endorsed  thereon,  asked  him,  if  h  were  in  due  and 
regtilar  form?  The  worthy  citizen  hastily  read  it 
over,  thrust  iOrth  bis  hand  as  if  to  conmratulate  the 
Lord  Glenvarioch,  then  checked  himselL  puUed  out 
his  barnacles,  (a  present  from  old  Ddvia  Ramsay,) 
and  aeain  perused  the  warrant  with  the  most  bum' 
ness-uke  and  critical  attention.  "It  is  strictly  cor- 
net  and  formal,'*  he  said,  looking  to  the  Earl  of 
Huntingjen ;  "  and  I  sincerely  rejoice  at  iL** 

"  I  doubt  nothing  of  its  formality,**  said  the  Earl ; 
**  the  King  understands  busineas  wdl,  and.  if  he 
does  not  practice  it  often,  it  is  only  because  indoleiuso 
obacures  parts  wluch  are  natoralty  well  qualified  for 
(he  discharge  of  affairs.  But  what  is  next  to  be 
done  for  our  young  friend.  Master  Heriot  1  Tou 
know  how  I  am,  circumstanced.  Scottish  loraa 
Ii\*ing  at  the  English  Court  have  seldom  command 
of  money ;  yet,  unless  a  sum  can  be  presently  raised 
on  this  warrant,  matters  standing  as'  you  hastily 
hinted  to  ma  the  mortgage,  wadset,  or  whatever  it 
is  called,  will  be  foreclosed.^ 

"  It  is  true,"  said  Heriot,  in  some  embarrassment « 
'*  there  is  a  large  sum  wanted  in  redemption— yet,  u 
it  is  not  raised,  there  will  be  an  expiry  of  the  lend, 
as  our  lawyers  call  it,  and  the  estate  will  be  evicted.'* 

"  My  noble— my  worthy  friends,  who  have  taken 
up  mv  cause  so  undeservedly,  so  unexpectedly,"  said 
NigeC  "  do  not  let  me  be  a  burden  on  yourkindnese. 
You  have  already  done  too  much  where  nothing  waf 
merited.**  * 

^  "Peace, man,  peace,**  said  I/ord  Huntinglen,  ''and 
let  old  Heriot  and  I  puzzle  this  scent  out.  He  if 
about  to  open— hark  to  him  T* 

"My  lord,'*  said  the  citizen,  ".the  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham sneers  at  our  city  money-bags ;  yet  they  can 
sometimes  open,  to  prop  a  falling  and  a  noble  house,** 

"We  know  they  can,'*  said  Lord  Huntinglen-^ 
"  mind  not  Buckingham,  heia  a  Peg-a-Ramsay— and 
now  for  the  remedy.'* 

"I  partly  hinted  to  Lord  Glenvarloch  already.^ 
said  Heriot,  "  that  the  redemption  money  might  be 
advanced  upon  such  a  warrant  as  the  present,  and  I 
will  engage  my  credit  that  it  can.  But  then,  in  order 
to  secure  the  lender,  he  must  come  in  the  shoes  of  the 
creditor  to  whom  he  advances  payment.** 

"Come  ia  his  shoes!"  replied  the  Earl;  "Why, 
what  have  boots  or  shoes  to  do  with  this  matter  my 
good  friend?" 

"  It  is  a  law  phrase,  my  lord.  My.  experience  ham  • 
made  me  pick  up  a  few  ot  them,"  said  Heriot. 

"Ay,  and  of  better  things  along  with  them,  Mas- 
ter George,"  replied  l.ord Huntinglen ;  "but  what 
jneansit?" 

"Simply  this,"  resumed  the  citizen:  that  the 
lender  of  this  money  will  transact  with  the  holder 
of  the  mortgage,  or  wadset,  over  the  estate  of  Glen- 
varloch, and  obtain  from  him  such  a  convevance  *o 
his  right  as  shall  leave  the  lands  pledgoa  for  tlie 
debt,  m  case  the  warrant  upon  the  Scottish  Exche- 
quer should  prove  unproductive.  I  fear,  in  this  un- 
certainty of  public  credit,  that  without  some  such 
counter  security,  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  find  sc 
large  a  sum.** 

'*^Ho  la!"  said  the  Earl  of  Huntinglen,  "Halt 
there!  a  thought  strikes  me.— Wliai  if  the  new  ere- 
ditor  should  admire  the  estate  as  a  hunting-field,  ai 
much  as  my  Lord  Gkace  of  Buckingham  seems  to 
do,  and  should  wiaii  to  kill  a  buck  there  in  the  sum- 
mer scasgn?  It  seems  to  me,  that. on  your  plan. 
Masler  George,  our  new  friend  will  be  as  well  entitled 
to  block  Lord  Glenvarbch  out  of  his  mheritanue  am 
thejpresent  holder  of  the  mortgage."  . 

The  citizen  laughed.  "  I  will  engage**  he  saiA, 
"that  the  keenest  sportsman  to  whom  I  may  apply 
on  this  occa8k)n,  shall  not  have  a  though',  beyond 

Lord  Keeper,  Coventry  »*  He  replied,  'Thb  King.'  Bucking- 
ham replied, '  ItV  felae  ;  'twas  I  did  make  you.  and  voa  vliJUi 
know  that  I,  who  made  you,  ean,  and  will  unmake  y««/  ,Ci»* 
ventry  thuianawered  him, '  Did  I  conoeive  Uiat!  held  my  place, 
by  your  Aivour,  I  would  prewnUy  unmake  myteif,  by  rendering 
up  the  Mal«  to  hi«  M.» jo<ty.'  Thfn  Buckingham,  In  a  arom  and 
ftary,  flung  trom  him,  aaying, '  You  shafl  not  keep  it  long  /  and 
mrvly,  liad  not  Folion  prevented  him,  ho  had  made  good  ha 
word.  *'— WsuiOM'B  Cwrt  </  King  Jatna  and  Vlurtu» 
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0ie  Lord  Mayor's  Baster-btint,  in  Eppin«-Forest. 
But  your  lordship's  G«iutjon  »  reaaonabie.  The  cre- 
ditor must  be  oound  to  allow  Lord  Glenvarloch 
sufficient  time  to  redeem  his  estate  by  means  of  the 
royal  warrant,  and  mtist  wave  in  his  favour  the  right 
of  instant  foreelosure,  which  may  be,  I  should  think, 
die  more  easily  managed,  as  the  riffht  of  redemption 
must  be  exercised  in  his  own  name." 

"  But  where  shall  we  find  a  person  in  London  fit 
ID  draw  the  necessary  writings  Y*  said  the  Earl.  "  If 
my  old  friend  Sir  John  Skene  of  Halyards  had  lived, 
we  should  hare  had  his  advice:  but  time  presses, 
«nd" 

'*  I  know,". said  Heriot.  **  an  orphan  lad,  a  scrivener, 
that  dwells  by  Temple-Bar ;  he  can  draw  deeds  both 
after  the  English  and  Scottish  fashion,  and  I  have 
fnisted  him  often  in  matters  of  weight  and  of  import- 
ance. 1  will  send  one  of  my  servmg-men  for  nim, 
and  the  mutual  deeds  may  be  executed  in  your  loid- 
vhip's  presence  J  for,  as  thmgs  stand,  there  shonld  be 
no  defay.**  His  lordship  readily  assented'^  and,  as 
they  now  landed  upon  the  private  stairs  leading  down 
to  the  river  from  the  gardens  of  the  handsome  hotel 
nrhich  he  inhabited,  the  messenger  was  dispatched 
Knthout  loss  of  dme. 

Nigel,  wlio  had  sat  almost  stupified  while  these 
jealous  friends  volunteered  for  him  in  arranging  the 
measures  by  which  his  fortune  was  to  be  d^mbar- 
rassed,  now  made  another  eager  attempt  to  force 
ttpon  them  his  broken  expressions  of  thanks  and 
ipudtude.  But  ho  was  again  rflenced  by  Lord  Hunt- 
tnglen,  who  declared  he  would  not  hear  a  word  on 
that  topic,  and  proposed  instead,  that  thcv  should 
take  a  turn  in  the  pleached  alley,  or  sit  upon  the  stone 
bench  which  overlooked  the  Thames,  until  his  son's 
•rrival  should  give  the  signal  for  dinner. 

**  I  desire  to  introduce  Dalgamo  and  Lord  Olen- 
Tarlooh  to  each  other."  he  said.  "  as  two  who  will 
be  near  neighbours,  and  I  trust  will  be  more  kind  ones 
than  their  lathers  were  formerly.  There  is  but  three 
Scots' miles  betwixt  the  castles,  and  the  turrets  of  the 
one  are  visible  from  the  battlements  of  the  other." 

The  old  Earl  was  silent  for  a  momct^  and  api>ear- 
cd  to  muae  upon  t)ie  recollections, which  the  vicinity 
«f  the  castles  had  summoned  up. 

"  Does  Lord  Dahmmo  follow  the  Court  to  New- 
market-next weekr'  said  Heriot,  by  way  of  remov- 
ing the  conversation. 

^  He  proposes, so,  I  think,"  answered  Lord  Hunt- 
'{figlen,  relapsed  into  his  reverie  for  a  minute  or  two, 
and  then  addressed  Nigel  somewhat  abruptly— 

**  My  young  friend,  when  you  attain  possession  of 
your. inheritance,  as  I  hope  vou  soon  will,  I  trust  you 
will  not  add  one  to  the  idle  followers  of  the  Court, 
but  reside  on  your  patrimonial  estate,  cherish  your 
ancient  tenants,  relieve  and  assist  your  poor  kinsmen, 
prutect  the  ix>or  against  subaltern  oppression,  and  do 
what  our  fathers  used  to  do,  with  fewer  lights  and 
with  less  means  than  we  have." 

"  And  yet  the  advice  to  keep  the  country,"  said 
Heriot,  "comes  from  an  ancient  and  constant  orna- 
ment of  the  Coiut." 

"  Ppom  an  old  courtier,  indeed,"  said  the  Earl,  "  and 
the  first  of  my  family  that  could  so  write  himself— 
my  Cray  beard  falls  on  a  cambric  ruflj  and  a  silken 
doublet— my  father's  descended  upon  a  buff  cont  and 
a  breastplate.  1  would  not  that  those  days  of  battle 
retumea  1  but  I  should  love  well  to  make  the  oaks  of 
my  old  forest  of  Dalprarno  ring  once  more  with  halloo, 
and  horn,  and  hound,  and  to  have  the  old  etono- 
arched  hall  return  the  henrty  shout  of  my  vassals  and 
tena^t^  as  the  bicker  and  the-  quaigh  walked  their 
rounds  amongst  them.  I  should  like  to  see  the  broad 
.  .Tay  once  more  before  I  die— not  even  tlie  Thames 
can  match  it,  in  my  mind." 

**  Surely,  my  lord,"  said  the  cidzen,  "all  tltis  might 
be  easily  done— it  costs  but  a  moment^s  resolution, 
and  tJie  journey  of  some  brief  days,  and  you  will  be 
where  you  desire  to  be— what  is  there  to  prevent  you  ?" 
•  "  Habits,  Master  George,  habits,"  replied  the  Earl, 
"which  to  voung  men  are  like  threads  of  silk,  so 
lightly  are  they  worn,  so  soon  broken ;  but  which 
■aoK  on  our  old  limbs  as  if  time  had  stiffened  them 
aito  eyvcB  of  iron.    TO  go  to  Scotland  for  a  brief 


space  were  but  labour  in  viin ;  and  when  I  tVd 
aoiding  there,  I  cannot  bring  myself  to  leave  nj 
Master,  to  whom  I  fancy  myself  sometimes « 
and  whose  weal  and  wo  I  have  ^ared  for  a  ■ 
years.    But  Dalgamo  shall  be  a  Scottish  dqU^ 

'*  Haa  he  visited  the  north  T'  said  HeiioL 

"  Ho  was  thero  last  year,  and  made  lucb  iiq 
of  the  country,  that  the  Prince  baa  expiesaedali 
ing  to  see  it" 

^  Lord  Dalgarno  m  in  high  graee  with  liitd 
ness,  and  the  l)nkfi  of  Buckingham  V  obicrai 
goldsmith. 

"  He  is  80t"  answered  the  Eail,— *I  pnriu 
be  for  the  advantage  at  them  all.  The  niBcek 
and  equitable  in  hie  eentimcnta  tkou^  nil 
stately  in  his  manner&  and  very  obatinate  in  lia 
trifling  purposes;  and  the  Duke,  noble  andis 
and  generous  and  open,  is  fleiy,  ambitioiu,ia 
peraoua.  Dalgaroo  nas  none  of  these  m^ 
such  as  he  may  have  of  \pB  own.  may  peidH 
corrected  by  toe  society  m  which  he  OMftH 
here  be  comes." 

Lord  Dalgamo  accordingly  advanced  fronl 
ther  end  of  the  alley  to  the  bench  on  which  Ki 
and  his  guests  were  seated,  so  that  KigA  h 
leisure  to  peruse  his  countenance  and? 
was  dressed  point-device^  and  almost  to 
in  the  splendid  fashion  of  the  time,  which  i., 
with  his  age,  probably  about  fSve-and-tventr, 
noble  form  and  fine  countenance,  in  which  If 
easily  be  traced  the  manly  features  of  hts&i . 
softened  by  a  more  habitual  air  of  aaaduM 
csy  than  the  stubborn  old  Earl  had  ever  ^ 
ed  to  assume  towards  the  world  in  gene^ 
respects,  his  address  was  gallant,  free,  and 
bered  either  by  pride  or  ceremony— lar  re 
tainly  from  the  charge  either  of  bauglitj  a 
forward  impetuosity ;  and  so  for  his  father  _ 
freed  him  from  the  marked  faults  which  be 
to  the  manners  of  the  Prince  and  his  faTOOtiti] 

while  the  old  Earl  presented  his  yoiivi 
ance  Lord  Glenvarloch  to  his  son,  as  mf 
would  have  him  love  and  honour,  rTuAa 
countenance  of  Lord  Dalgamo  ck>&elfito 
could  detect  aught  of  that  secret  disIdEew 
King  had,  in  one  of  his  broken  expoetulatioos. 
to  intimate,  as  arising  from  a  dashins  of! 
betwixt  his  new  friend  and  the  great  Bni  " 
But  nodiing  of  this  was  visible ;  on  the  cont 
Dalgamo  received  his  new  ac9uaintaDce  with 
frarikness  .and  courtesy  which  makes  conif 
once,  when  addressed  to  the  f^slingsof  an  infl 
young  man. 

It  need  hardly  be  told  that  his  open  asdfiia 
dress  met  equallyready  and  cheerml  acceptaia 
Nigel  Olifaunt.  For  many  months,  and  whuet 
not  much  above  two-end -twenty,  he  had  w 
strained  by  circumstanoes  from  the  conwia 
his  eouals.  "When,  on  his  father's  sudden  « 
feft  the  Low  Countries  for  Scotland,  hehaj 
himself  involvetl,  to  all  appearance  inextncaU 
the  details  of  the  law,  allof  which  threateoed 
in  the  alienation  of  the  patrimony  which  shoa 
port  his  hereditary  rank.  His  term  of  sincere.! 
mg,  joined  to  injured  pride,  and  the  swellinj 
heart  under  unexpected  ana  undeserved  roii 
together  with  the  uncertainty  attending  the 
his  afToirs,  had  induced  the  young  Lord  of  C 
loch  to  live,  while  in  Scotland,  in  a  venrprn 
reserved  manner.  How  he  had  passed  his 
London,  the  reader  is  acquainted  with.  But  I 
lancholy  and  secluded  course  of  life  was  mm 
able  to  his  age  nor  to  his  temper,  which  wai 
and  sociable.  He  hailed,  therefore,  with  aapj 
sure,  the  approaches  which  a  young  man  of  I 
age  and  rank  made  towards  him ;  add  wbA 
exchanged  with  Lord  Dalgamo  some  of  thof 
end  signals  by  which,  as  surely  as  by  those, 
masonry,  youn?  people  recognise  a  mutual  «t 
agreeable  to  each  other,  it  seemed  as  if  the  t« 
men  had  been  ar9uainted  for  some  time. 

Just  as  this  taat  intercourse  had  been  eBt» 
one  of  Lord  Huntinglen*s  attendants  cainc«w« 
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Ir  manhftffins  onwaid^  a  liwn  diMwed  in  UamIc 
linin,  who  fiulowod  him  with  tolenble  Bpeed,  con* 
Sag  that,  acooxdjzig  to  his  aenae  of  reverence  and 
gBpiiety,  h«  kq)t  hia  body  bent  and  parallel  to  the 
KBon  from  tbs  moment  that  he  came  m  eight  of 
a  eompany  to  whidi  m  waa  about  to  be  preaented. 
"Who  ia  thi8»  you.  cuckeidy  knave,"  aaid  the  old 
on),  who  had  retained  the  keen  appetite  and  unpa- 
noeof  a  Seottiah  Baron  even  danng  a  long  alieha- 
n  from  hJB  native  country;  "and  why  doea  John 
Dok.  with  a  nunrain  to  him,  keep  back  dinner  Y* 
"I  believe  we  are  ourselves  responsible  ibr  this  per- 
n'a  intrusion^*'  aaid  George  Heriot  i  "  tfaie  is  the 
■veaer  whom  we  deaiied  to  sea.— Look  up,  mail, 
liaee  ua  in  the  face  as  an  honest  man  should,  in- 

el  of  bearing  thy  notklls  charged  againai  us  thua^ 
a  battsring-ram."  . 

Hh  scrivener  did  look  up  acooramsty,  with  the  ,ae- 
M  of  an  automaton  which  suddenly  obeys  the  im- 
ibeof  a  preasad  apriog.  But,  strange  to  tall^  not 
reo  the  haste  he  Had  mads  to  attend  his  patron'a 
mdate,  a  busineaB,  as  Master  Heriot's  message  ex- 
MMsd.  of  weight  and  importance--nay.  not  even  the 
We  or  depression  ki  whioh,  out  of  sheer  humility 
nbtiesa,  he  had  hia  head  alooped  to  the  earth,  from 
h»BH>inent  he  had  trod  the  damswnes  of  the  Eari  of 
hatinglen,  had  called  any  colour  into  his  connte- 
aoM.  The  dnws  stood  on  his  bmwfiEom  basts  slid 
' .  but  his  cheek  waa  stitt  pale  and  taUow-coloared 


iiMbref  nay,  what  aaemed  atranger,  his  very  hair, 
1^  be  raiseNi  his  head,  bung  down  on  either  cheek 
Mtnight  and  sleek  ana  undisturbed  as  it  waa  when 
nlrsi  introduced  ,him  to  our  readora,  seated  at  his 
IMtmd  humble  desk. 

UdDalgamo  could  not  forbear  a  stifled  laugh  at 
tMnft|k>us  and  purttaaksal  figure  which  pieaented 
ttdf&iea  starved  anatomy  to  the  oompanv,  and  wfais* 
mitt  the  aame  time  into  Lord  Gknvarioch's  ear- 

'fbs  devil  damn  Uiee  black,  ihoa  eraaa-lhaed  loon, 

ftere  cot'at  tlMNi  that  fooie-look  V* 

fSgA  was  too  littla  acquamted  with  the  EngHsh 
ftIK  to  understand  a  quotation  which  had  already 
matter  of  common  alluaion  in  London.  l.onl 
10  saw  that  he  was  not  understood,  and  eon- 
^  *'  That  fellow,  bx  his  visage,  ahould  either  be 
U  or  a  moat  hypocritieal  rogue-and  such  is  my 

_ent  opinionof  human  nature,  that  I  always  sus- 

Id)^  worst.  But  they  seem  deep  in  business.  Will 

)  take  a  turn  with  me  m  the  garden,  my  k>rd,  or  will 
toiemain  a  member  of  the  serious  conclave  V* 
r  With  you,  my  lord,  liiost  willingly,"  saki  Nigrf ; 
tt  they  were  turning  away  accoidingly,  when  George 
kriot,  with  the  formahty  bebnging  to  hia  station, 
kiarved,  that,  "as  their  bnainess  ooncemed  Lord 
■Bvarloch,  he  had  better  remain,  to  make  himself 
IjjMer  of  it,  and  witneas  to  it" 

My  presenoe  is  utterly  needleas^  my  apod  lord  r- 
M.  my  best  friend,  Master  Heriot."  saia  tbs  young 
omman, "  I  ahall  understand  nothing  the  better  for 
laMng  von  with  my  ignorance  in  theae  matters ; 
M  caa  only  say  at  me  end,  as  I  now  say  at  the  be- 
pmng,  that  I  dare  not  take  the  helm  out  of  the 
m  of  the  kind  pilota  who  have  already  guided  my 
fpt  within  aght  of  a  fair  and  unhoped-for  haven, 
Pttever  you  re^mmend  t»  me  aa  fitting,  I  ahall 
ii  and  seal ;  and  the  import  of  the  deeds  I  shaH 
pUar  learn  by  a  brief  ezplanatbn  Arom  Master  He- 
M,  if  he  will  bestow  so  much  trouble  in  my  behalf^ 
Ni  by  a  thousand  learned  words  and  law  terms 
te  this  person  of  skill." 

i^.is  rigbt^"  said  Lord  Hunlmglen ;  "our  young 
jMu  »  right,  m  confiding  these  matters  to  you  and 
jMttasterOeorga  Heriot-*hs  has  not  misplaced  his 


Jbster  George  Heriot  cast  a  long  look  after  the  two 
g^  noblemen,  who  had  now  walked  down  the  ol- 
Ijnn-in-aim,  and  at  length  said,  "He  hath  not. 
y,  mi^plaosd  his  confhienoe,  as  yonr  lordship  welt 
■■tnily  sav»— but,  nevertheleas,  he  is  not  in  the  right 
2J> ;  for  k  behooves  every  roan  to  become  acquainted 
2^hi8  own  airaira.  so  soon  as  he  hath  any  that  are 
'^gi  attendfcg  to." 

Wben  he  had  made  this  obsarvadon,  they  applied 
'"'nmvas.  with  the  soiivflMr,  to  look  into  various 


patels,  and  to  drrM  m  what  manner  mniiam  shouU 
be  drawn,  which  might  at  once  aiiord  aulnci^nt  se- 


reimbunement  from  the  Scottiah  Exchequer, 
otherwise.  It  is  needless  to  enter  into  those  detai... 
But  it  IS  not  unimportant  to  mention,  as  an  illustra- 
tion of  characteri  that  Henot  went  into  the  moat 
minute  legal  details  with  a  precision  which  showed 
that  experienee  had  made  him  n^aster  even  of  tha 
intacaaes  of  Scottish  oonveyancmg;  and  that  tha 
Earl  of  Hun  tinglen,  though  far  less  aoquainted  widi 
tecbnwal  detaiL  annered  no  atep  of  the  buamess  to 
paas  over,  until  he  had  attained  a  general  but  distinst 
idea  of  its  import  and  its  (nnriety. 

They  seemed  to  be  adnnrablv  seconded  in  their  be* 
nevolent  intentkms  tbwards  the  young  Lord  Glen- 
varlocht  by  the  skill,  and  eager  zeal  of  thesGrivener» 
whom  Heriot  had  introdu^  to  tlys  piece  of  buai- 
nesB,  the  most  important  which  Andrew  had  ever 
traasaeted  in  his  ufe,  and  the  particulars  of  which 
were  moreover  agitated  m  hia  presence  between  aa 
actual  EarL  and  one  whose  wealth  aa4  oharacter 
might  entitle  him  to  be  aldsrmaB  of  his  wardi  if  no* 
to  oe  lord  mayor,  in  his*  turn* 

While  they  were  thus  io  oMer  conversation  o** 
business^  the  good  Earl,  even  torgetting  the  calls  of 
his  appetits,  and  .the  delay  of  dinner,  in  ms  anxiety  to 
see  that  the  scrivener  received  proper  inatructionsi 
and  that  all  was  rightly  waig^wd  and  conaidered, 
before  dismissing  him  tn  enaross  the  necessary  deedai 
the  two  young  men  walked  together  on  the  terracs 
which  overhung  the  river,  and  talked  oo  the  topics 
which  Lord  PalganMs  the.  eider,  aiid  the  mora  ex* 
perieuced,  thought  most  likely  to  interest  his  new 
triend. 

These  naturally  regarded  the  pleasures  attending  a 
court  life;  and  LordDalgamo  expressed  much  ear* 
prise  at  understanding  that  Nif^el  proposed  an  instant 
return  to  Scotland. 

"You  are  jesting  with  me,"  he  said.  '*All  the 
Court  ring8--it  ia  needlees  to  mince  it-^with  tha 
extreordinary  soecess  of  your  suit--against  the  high* 
est  .interest,  it  is  said,  now  influencing  the  horison  at 
Whitehall.  Men  think  of— talk  of  you— fix  theii 
eyes  on  you— ask  each  other,  who  isthis  young  Soot* 


tish  lord,  who  has  stepped  so  fer  in  a  sing&  day  1 
They  augur  in  whispers  to  each  other,  how  high  and 
how  fer  you  may  push  your  fbrtune— and  all  that  you 
design  to  mi|ks  of  it,  is.  to  return  to  Scotland,  eat 
raw  oatmeal  cakes,  baiked  upon  a  peat-fira  hava 
your  hand  ahaken  by  every  loon  of  a  hlue-boRBsi 
who  chooses  to  dub  vou  cousin,  though  your  rek< 
tionshlp  comes  by  Noah ;  drink  Scots  twopemy  ale. 
eat  half-starved  red-deer  venison,  when  you  can 
kill  it,  ride  upon  a  galloway,  and  be  called  my  right 
honourable  and  mmst  worthy  lord  T' 

"  There  is  no  great  gayety,  in  the  pmspeet  bdbw 
m&  I  confess,"  said  Lord  Gfenvarloch,  "  even  if  your 
fyther  and  good  Master  Heriot  shouM  succeed  in  put* 
tmg  mv  aiTaira  on  some  footing  of  plausihia  hopsb' 
And  yet  I  trust  to  do  something  for  my  vassals,  as  my 
anceatore  before  me,  and  to  teach  my  children,  as  I 
have  myself  been  taught,  to  make  aome  peraonal 
sacrifices,  if  they  be  necessary,  in  order  to  maintain 
with  dignity  the  situatbn  in  whieh  they  are  plaosd 
by  Providence." 

Lord  Dalgamo,  afler  having  onee  or  twioe  stifled 
his  laughter  during  this  speech,  at  length  broke  out 
into  a  fit  of  mirth,  so  hesrty  and  so  resistless^  that 
angry  as  he  was,  the  call  of  svmpathy  swept  Nigal 
along  with  him,  and,  despite  of  himaeli|  he  oonkinoC 
forb^  to  join  m  a  burst  oflaughter,  which  he  tksui^t 
not  only  canaeless,  but  almoat  nnpertinent. 

He  soon  recollected  hbnseiil  howeva-j  and  aaid, 
in  a  tone  qualified  to  allaiy  Lord  Dalgamas  extreaaa 
mirth)  **  Tiiis  is  all  weH,  my  kird ;  but  how  am  1 1» 
underatand  your  merriment  7"  Lord  Dalgamo  onlv 
answered  him  with  redoubled  peals  of  laughter,  and 
at  length  held  by  Lonl  Olenvarioch's  doah,  as  if  1v 
prevent  his  falling  down  on  the  ground,  in  the  cr* 
tranity  of  bis  coDvulskm. 
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At  length,  while  Nigel  ifiood  hilf  abashed,  half 
angry,  at  becoming  thus  the  sabject  of  bis  new 
acquaintance's  ridicule,  and  was  only  restrained 
fitom  expressing  his  resentment  againet  the  son  by  a 
sense  of  the  obligatiens  he  owed  the  father,  Lord 
DsJgamo  recovered  himself  and  spoke  in  a  half- 
btoken  voice,  his  eyes  still  running  with  tears.  *'  I 
crave  your  pardon,  my  dear  Lord  Glenvarloch— ten 
thousand  times  do  I  crave  your  pardon.  But  that 
.  last  picture  of  rural  djgnity,  accompanied  by  your 
grave  and  angry  surprise  At  my  laughing  at  what 
would  have  made  any  court-bred  hound  laugh,  that 
had  but  so  much  as  bayed  the  moon  once  nrom  the 
court-yard  at  Whitehall,  totally  overcame  me.  Why, 
my  liefest  and  dearest  lord,  you,  a  young  and  hand- 
some fellow,  with  high  birth,  a  tide,  and  the  name 
of  an  estate,  so  well  deceived  by  the  King  at  your  first 
starting,  as  makes,  your  ferther  progress  scarce  mat- 
ter of  doubt,  if  you  know  how  to  improve  it— for  the 
Kuig'has  already  said  you  are  a  *  brew  lad,  and  well 
Btoaied  in  the  more  humane  letters''-you,  too,  whom 
aN  the  women,  and  the  very  marked  oeauties  of  the. 
court,  desire  to  see,  because  you  came  from  Leyden, 
ve  oorn  in  ^ 


J  Scotland,  and  have  gained  a  hard-oon- 

teeted  suit  in  En^and—you,  I  say,  with  a  person,  like 
^  prince,  an  eye  of  fire,  and  a  wit  as  quick,  to  think 
of  throwing  your  cards  on  the  table  when  the  game  is 
in  your  very  hand,  running  back  to  the  frozen  north, 
and  marrymg^et  me  see-»a  tall,  staUcing,  blue^eyed, 
fiur-skinned,  Dony  wendi,  with  eighteen  quarters  in 
her  scutcheon,  a  sort  of  Lot's  wife,  newly  descended 
fi?om  her  pedestal,  and  with  her  to  shut  yoursdf  up 
in  your  tapestried  diamber !  Uh,  gad  I— Swouns,  I 
shall  never  survive  the  idea  !'* 

It  is  seldom  that  youth,  however  high-minded,  is 
able,  from  mere  strength  of  character  and  principle,  to 
support  itself  sgainst  the  force  of  ridicule.  Half  angry, 
half  mortified,  and,  to  say  truth,  half  ashamed  ofnis 
inoie  manly  and  better  purpose,  Nigel  was  unable, 
and  flattered  himself  it  was  unnecessary,  to  play  the 
port  of  a  rigid  moraliMtriot,  in  presses  of  a  young 
man  whose  current  nuency  of  language,  as  well  aa 
his  experience  in  the  highest  circles  of  society,  gave 
xrim,  in  spite  of  Nigel's  oetter  and  firmer  thoughts,  a 
temporary  ascendency  over  him.  He  sought,  there- 
fore, to  compromise  the  matten  and  avoid  farther 
debate,  by  frankly  owning,  that,  if  to  return  to  his  own 
country  were  not  his  choice,  it  was  at  least  a  matter 
of  necessity.  "  His  affairs,"  he  said,  *'  were  unsettled, 
his  mcome  precarious." 

"And  where  is  he  whose  afiairs  are  settled,  or 
whose  income  is  less  than  precarious,  that  is  to  be 
tound  in  attendance  on  the  Court T', said  Lord  Dal- 
gamo;  "all  are  either  losing  or  winning.  Those 
who  have  wealth,  come  hither  to  get  rid  of  it  while 
the  happy  gallants  who,  like  you  and  I,  dear  Gienvar- 
lech,  nave  little  or  none,  hfive  every,  chance  to  be 
sUtrers  in  ilieir  spoils." 

"I  have  no  ambition  of  that  sort,"  said  Nigel, 
"ancKf  I  had,  I  nnust  tell  you  plainly, Lord  Daigamo 
I  nave  not  the  means  to  do  so.  I  can  scarce  aa  yet 
call  the  suit  I  wear  my  own  {  I  owe  it,  and  I  do  no 
blush  to  say  sa  to  theniendship  of  yonder  good  man." 

"  I  will  not  laugh  again,  if  I  can  help  it/'  said  Loni 
Daigamo.  "  But,  Lord  1  that  you  should  have  gone 
to  a  wealthy  goldsmith  fiir  your  habit— why.  I  could 
have  brought  you  to  an  honest,  confiding  taiior,  who 
shmild  have  furnished  you  with  half-a-dozen,  merely 
for  love  of  the  little  word,  *iord,'  which  you  place 
befi>reyour  name ;— and  then  your  goklsmith,  if  he  be 
really  a  friendly  goldsmith,  ehou.G  nave  equipped  you 
with  such  a  purse  of  fair  rose-noblos  as  would  have 
bought  you  tlmce  as  many  suita,  or  done  better 
things  lor  you." 

"  r  do  not  understand  these  fashions,  my  lord," 
said  Nisei,  his  displeasure  masiering  his  8.hame{ 
"were  I  to  attend  the  Court  of  my  Sovereii^n,^  it 
should  be  when  I  oould  maintain,  without  shifting 
or  borrowing^  tho  dress  and  retinue  which  my  rank 
isonirea." 

^  Which  my  rank  rsquires  I"  said  Lord  Daigamo, 
repeating  his  last  words;  "that,  now,  is  as  good  as 
if  my  £atrier  hail  spoke  it.  I  fancy jrou  wouldlove  to 
viove  to  Court  with  him,  followed  by  a  round  aoors 


of  old  blne-boftlesk  with  wlote  heids  atid  red  noM 
with  bucklers  and  broadsw«>rds,  wUeh  their  huSi 
trembting  betwixt  age  and  strong  waters,  can  mS 
no  use  OF— as  many  Eui^b  silver  badges  on  their  anai; 
to  show  whose  foots  they  ane.  as  would  furnish  fcnb 
a  court  cupboard  of  plate— rcSuee  fit  for  aotfaiBaboi 
to  fill  our  antechambera  with  the  flavov  of  ononi 
and-gem'evrs— ^ah  1" 
"The  poor  knaves !"  said  Lord  Olenndocki 
they  have  served  your  father,  it  may  be,  in  the  wan. 
What  would  beoome  of  them  were  he  to  um  than 

off"r' 

^^  "  Why,  let  them  go  to  the  hospital,"  said  DakandL 
"  6t  to  the  bridge*  end,  to  sett  switches.  'Hie  m£i 
a  better  man  than  my  ikther,  and  you  see  thoM  im 
have  served  in  kU  wars  do  so  every  day;  or  wha 
their  blue  coats  were  well  worn  out,  they  wooldsahi 
rare  scarecro^vs.  Hers  is  a  fellow,  now,  cooM 
down  the  walk :  the  stoutest  raven  dared  not  mm 
within  a  yard  of  that  copper  nose.  I  tell  yon,  tbdb 
IS  more  service,  as  70a  will  soon  see,  in  myiaktsf 
the  chamber,  and  such  a  lithcfr  lad  as  my  pwisla^ 
than  there  is  in  a  score  of  these  old  memoriitttflfce 
Douglas  wars,*  where  they  cut  each  otho^ikoiii 
for  the  chance  of  finding  twelve  pennies  SeoU  « 
the  persons  of  the  slain,  tf  anry,  my  lord,  to  n^b 
amends,  they  will  eat  mouldy  victuals,  aodw 
stale  ale,  as  tf  their  bellies  were  pimeheons.—Boiihi 
dinner  bell  is  f^uig  to  Sound— haik,  it  is cleuisiiii 
rusty  throat,  with  a  preliminary  iowL  That  is  aoMt 
clamorous  relic  of  antiquity,  mat,  were  I  muMfr 
should  soon  be  at  the  bottom  of  the  Ihames.  Hii 
the  foul  fiend  can  it  interest  the  peasants  and  41^ 
chonics  in  the  Strand,  to  know  tfiattheEariof^ 


ien  is  sitting  down  to  dinner?    But  my  1 
looks  our  way^we  must  not  be  late  for  the  gnOkp 
we  shall  be  in  cfis-grace,  if  ypn  will  forgire  a  qoMM 
which  would  have  made  bis  Msjosty  laugh,  fm 
will  find  us  all  of  a  piece,  and,  having  been  aecuB» 
od  to  eat  in  saucers  Abroad,  I  am  ashamed  yoii  shr 
witness  our  larded  capons,  our  mountains  of  I 
and  oceans  of  brewis,  as  large  as  Highland  hill$a 
lochs  i  but  you  shall  see  better  cheer  to-momm 
Where  lodge  you?    I  will  call  for  yon.   I  mwti 
your  guide  through  the  peopled  de8^.tt>oertaiBir' 
chanted  lands,  which  yon  wul  scarce  discover  wiiM 
chart  and  pilot.    Where  lodge  you  1"  . 

*'I  will  meet  you  in  Paul's,"  said  Nigel,  a  { 
deal  embarrassed.  '*  at  any  hour  you  please  to  n 

"O,  you  would  be  piivata"  sakl  the  ; 

Nay,  fear  not  me— 1  will  be  no  iniroai^.  — 
have  attained  this  huge  larder  of  flesh,  fom,  aodi 
I  marvel  the  oaken  boards  gfotua.  not  under  it 

They  had  indeed  arrived  m  the  dining-ir"''" 
the  mansion,  where  the  table  wassuperaS 
loaded,  and  where  the  number  of  attendants,  »t 
certain -extent  vmdiealed  the  sareaams  of  theyo>i« 
nobleman.  The  chaplain  and  Sir  Mungo  MuWi^ 
iher.  were  of  the  party.  The  latter  compawny 
Lord  Glenvarloch  upon  the  impression  he  vm  Mg; 
at  Court.  "  One  would  have  thdbght  ye  hadbioag« 
the  apple  of  discord  in  your  pouch,  my  lord,  or  jMr 
you  were  the  very  fir^rand  of  whdk  Allhea  yff^ 
livered,  and  that  she  had  lain-in  in  a  barrel  oflP'; 
powder ;  for  the  King^  and  the  Princ&  and  the  ImBt 
have  been  by  the  lugs  about  ye,  and  so  bavemajvs 
more,  that  kendna  before  this  Dlessed  day  that  uff| 
was  such  a  man  living  on  the  face  of  the  earth.    J 

"  Hind  your  viotuals,  Sir  Mungo,"  said  the  Mjj 
"  they  get  cold  while  you  talk."  . ..     .,  i?i 

"  Troth,  and  that  needsa,  my  lord,"  »»  Ijy 
knight;  **  your  lordship^s  dtniiers  seldom  scaW  oiiii| 
mouth—the  serving^-men  are  turning  auld,  om  «J 
sells,  my  lord,  and  it  is  ftr  between  the  kitchen  iw» 
the  ha'." 

With'  this  little  explosion  of  his  spleen,  SirMo^ 
remained  satisfied,  until  the  dishes  were  raaowar. 
when  fixing  his  eyes  on  the  brave  new  f?''^!!^ 
Lord  Daigamo,  he  oompUmented  him  on  h^jjjvj! 
my,  pretending  to  reoognise  it  as  the  saaw  wtucn  v» 

•  The  emol  dvil  wtn  w«ff«l  by  the  BeottithJtrouiJ^ 
the  minority  of  James  VL.hed  ihu  nntethm^^t^^ 
in  them  by  the  eelebrt  ted  iemet  IWuclee  Bui  oH»|^  ^^ 
'^ •-  •-'     -    — eriivM*' 
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had  worn  to  Edinburgh  in  the  Spanish  am- 

,. [or's  time    Lord  Dalgarao,  too  much  a  man 

'tf  the  world  to  be  moved  by  any  thing  /rom  such  a 
OBirter,  proceeded  to  crack  some  nuts  with  great  de- 
Cberatbn.  as  be  replied,  that  the  doublet  was  in  some 
nrt  his  father's,  as  it  was  likely  to  cost  him  fifty 
[pounds  some  day  soon.  Sir  Mungo,  forthwith  pro- 
[neded  in  his  own  way  to  convey  this  agreeable  m- 
Ifefligenoe  to  the  Eari,  observing,  that  his  son  was 
ib^ter  maker  of  bargains  ,than  his  lordship,  for  he 
lad  bought  a  doublet  as  rich  as  that  his  lordship 
vore  when  the  Spanish  ambassrulor  was  at  Holy- 
nwd,  and  it  had  cost  him  but  fifty  pounds  Scota  ;— 
"that  was  no  fooVs  bargain,  my  lord." 

"Pouads  sterlinffi  if  you  please.  Sir  Mungo,''  an- 
nroad  the  Earl  calmly:  '*and  a  fool's  bargain  it  is, 
8  all  the  tenses.  DaLgamo  vas  a  fool  when  he 
sps^t— I  toiil  be  a  fool  when  I  pay—and  'you,  Sir 
Xungo^  craving  your  pardon,  are  a  tool  in  prtuenti^ 
6r  speaking  of  what  concerns  you  not." 

So  Mying,  the  Earl  addressed  himself  to  theserioua 
tnioes^  of  the  table,  and  sent  the  wine  around  with 
ijirofusion  which  increased  the  hilarity,  but  rather 
threatened  tlie  temperance,  of  the  company,,  until 
their  joviality  was  interrupted  by  the  annunciation 
dttt  the  scnvener  had  engrossed  such  deeds  as  re- 
VDiod  to  be  presently  executed. 

George  Heriot  rose  from  the  table,  observing,  that 
lae-cups  and  legal  documents  were  unseemly  neigh- 
Van.  The  Earl  asked  the  scrivener,  if  they  had 
■d  a  trencher  and  set  a  cup  for  him  in  the  buttery  7 
aiad  received  the  respectful  answer,  that  Heaven  for- 
Uh^ihouki  be  such  an  ungracious  beast  as  to  eat 
v4nk  until  his  lordshn'a  pleasure  was  Derformed. 
ThoB  shalt  eat  before  thou  goest,'*^  said  Lord 
1  Huitinipen;  "and  I  will  havis  thee  try,  moreover, 
'*irti«ra  cup  of  sack  cannot  bring  some  colour  in- 

f  nns  cheeks  of  thine.  It  were  a  shame  to  my 
«>BttiioJd,  thou  shouldst  glide  out  into  the  Strand 
jfiffsuch  a  spec tre-fush ion  as  thou  now  wearost.-- 
Mok  to  it.  DalgarnO)  for  the  honour  of  our  roof  is 

lord  Daljgarno  save  directiozis  that  the  man  should 
imtendedto.  Lord  Glenvarloch  and  thedtixen, 
tikaiueanwhOe,  signed  and  interchanged^  and  thus 
vmi  a  transanction,  of  which  the  principal  party 
faivned  understood  little,  save  that  it  was  under 
4iiMaa«em(9nt  of  a  zealous  and  faithful  friend,  who 
Mirtook  that  the  monev  should  be  forthcoming, 
m  the  estate  released  from  forfeiture,  by  payment  of 
m  stipulated  sum  for  which  it  stood  pledged,  and 
iit  at  the  term  of  Lambmas,  and  at  the  hour  of 
and  beside  the  tomb  of  the  Regent  Earl  of 


y.  in  the  High  Kirk  of  Saint  Gt^,  at  Edin- 
being  the  (Uy  and  place  assigned  for  such  re- 


4nption.* 

when  this  business  was  transacted,  the.  old  Earl 
vhU  fiiln  have  renewed  his  carouse  \  but  the  citi- 
.  JD,  alleging  the  importance  of  the  deeds  he  had 
■oat  hhn,  and  the  business  he  had  to  transact  be* 
'  tott  the  next  morning,  not  orily  reftiscd  to  return  to 
■We,  but  carried  with  nim  to  his  barge  Lord  Glcn- 
JMoch,  who  might,  perhaps,  have  been  otherwise 
"jpdmore  tractable. 

When  they  were  seated  in  the  boat,  and  fhiriv  once 
:  lofe  afloat  on  the  river,  George  Heriot  looked  back 
fiioualy  on  the  mansion  they  had  left—"  There  live," 
ICMid,  **  the  old  fashion  and  the  new.    The  father 
■  ne  a  noble  old  broadsword ;  but  harmed  with 
^  from  neglect  and  inactivity;  the  son  is  your 
.  wm  mpier,  welt  mounted,  fairly  gilt,  and  fashjon- 
i  W  ^  ^^^  P^  '^c  time— and  it  is  tmie  must  evince 
I  >ae metal  be  as  good  as  the  show.    God  grant  it 
r  *5'«Mj  says  an  old  friend  to  the  family." 
i   .Noihmgof  conseouetice  passed  betwixt  them,  un- 
.  {lord  Gnenvarloch,  landing  at  PauPs  Wharf;  took 
f   ^  of  his  friend  the  citizen,  and  retired  to  his  own 
f  )^inent:  where  his  attendant  Richie,  not  a  little 
I  "Ntod  with  the  events  of  the  day,  and  with  the  hos- 
tility of  Lord  Huntinglen's  housekeeping,  gave  a 

f     *A««di  covenant  in  thoM  days  of  aer.«rae7  bad  a  MMcial 
1^   BMi  Boatniied  fbreMcwtkm,  Uie  ««imb  of  the  RefeiU  £arl  of 

ggriaaaiatftiaira  Clm^  wtmbmm^it  tmmm^  ^  u>e 


most  splendid  account  of  them  to  Che  bozom  Damfl 
Nelly,  who  rejoiced  to  hear  that  the  sun  at  length 
was  shining  upon  what  Richie  called  "  the  righ^  aid#  > 
of  the  hedge." 


CHAPTER  XL 

YoQ  are  not  for  Uw  manoer  nor  the  tunea. 

TJiny  have  tbeir  vioei  now  moit  like  to  vir 

Tou  cannot  know  them  opart  by  any  diflbience, 
Thtf  ^ear  the  same  dotliei,  oat  the  tame  meat*' 
bleep  i'  the  self  Muae  bedi,  nde  in  thoea  ooaebea,     ' 
Or,  vm  like,  four  borces  jn  a  coach. 
At  the  beet  men  and  women.— Bmi  Jomson, 

On  the  following  morning,  while  Nigel,  his  break- 
fast finished,  was  thinking  how  he  should  employ 
the  day,  there  was  a  little  bustle  upon  the  stairs 
which  attracted  his  attention,  and  presently  entered 
Dame  Nelly,  blushing  like  scarlet,  and  scarce  able  to 
bring  out—  A  ypuns  nobleman^  sii^no  one  lessg" 
she  added,  drawing  ner  hand  snehtly  over  her  lips, 
"  would  be  so  saucy— a  young  noblemaji,  sir,  to  wait 
on  you  r  a 

And  she  was  followed  into  the  little  cabin  by  Lord 
Dalgarno,  gay,  easy,  disembarrassed,  and  apparent!/ 
as  much  pleased  totejoin  his  new  acquaintance  as  li 
he  had  fc^ind  him  in  the  apartments  of  a  palaoe. 
Nigel,  nn  the  contrary,  (for  youth  is  slave  to  such 
circumstance^)  was  discountenanced  and  mortified 
at  being  surprised  by  so  splendid  a  gallant  in  a  cham- 
ber, which,  at  the  moment  the  elesmt  and  high- 
dressed  cavalier  appeared  in  it,  seemed  to  its  inhabit- 
ant yet  lower,  narrower,  darker,  and  meaner,  than  it 
had  ever  shown  before.  He  would  have  made  some 
apology  for  the  situation,  but  Lord  Dalgamo  cut  him 
short— 

"  Not  a  word  of  it,"  he  said,  "  not  a  single  word— 
I  know  why  you  ride  at  anchor  here— but  I  can  keep 
counsel— so  pretty  a  hostess  woidd  recommend  worse 
quarters." 

"  On  my  word— on  my  honour,"— said  Lord  Glen- 
varloch  

"Nay,  nay,  make  no  words  of  the  matter,"  said 
Lord  Dalgarno ;  '|  I  am  no  telUtalc,  nor  shall  I  crosa 
your  walk ;  t})ere  is  game  enough  in  the  forest,  thank 
ileaven,  and  I  can  strike  a  doe  for  myself.". 

All  this  he  said  in  so  significant  a  manner,  and  the 
explanation  which  he  had  adopted  seemed  to  pul 
Lord  Glenvarlpch*s  gallantry  on  so  respectable  a 
footing,  that  Nigel  ceased  to  try  to  undeceive  him  ; 
and  less  ashamed,  perhaps,  (for  such  is  human  weak-* 
ness,)  of  supposed  vice  than  of  real  poverty,  changed 
the  discourse  to  something  else,  and  left  poor  Dame 
N9lly>  reputation  .and  his  own  at  the  mercy  of  the 
young  courtier's  inisconstructiqn. 

He  offered  refreshments  with  some  hesitation. 
Lord  Dalgarno  had  long  since  breakfasted,  but  had 
just  come  from  playing  a  set  of  tenuis,  he  said,  and 
would  willingly  ,taste  a  cup  of  the  pretty  hostess's 
single  beer.  Ttiis  was  oosilv  procured,  was  drunk, 
was  commended,  and,  as  tne  hoetess  failed  not  to 
bring  the,  cup  herself,  Lord  Dalgamo  profiled  by  the 
opportunity  to  take  a  second  and  more  attentive  view 
of  her,  and  then  gravely  drank  to  her  husband*8 
health,  with  an  almost  imperceptible  nod  to  Lord 
Glenvarloch.  Dame  Nelly  was  much  honoured, 
smoothed  her  apron  down  with  her  hands,  and  said— 
"  Her  John  was  greatly  and  truly  honoured  by  their 
lordships— he  was  a  kind,  pains-taking  man  for  his 
family,  as  was  in  the  alley,  or  indeed,  as  far  north  as. 
Paul'i  Chain." 

She  would  have  proceeded  probably  to  state  the 
diflerence  betwixt  their  ugcs,  as  the  only  alloy  to 
their  nuptial  happiness;  hut  her  lodger,  who  had  no 
mind  to  be  farther  exposed  to  his  gay  friend's  raillery, 
gave  her,  contrary  to  his  wont,  a  signal  to  leave  the 
room. 

Lord  Dalgamo  looked  after  her,  then  looked  at 
Glenvarlocli,  shook  his  head,  and  repeated  the  well 
known  lines— 

**  •  Mr  lord,  beware  of  jflaloaej— 

It  fs  the  green  pycd  monJier  which  doth  naka 

The*  nuiat  it  (beUi  on.* 

But  come,"  he  said,  changing  his  toneu  **  I  know  noi 
why  I  should  worry  you  fnui~l  who  nave  io  maiiv 


gQ,  when  I  should  rather  make  ez- 
ere  at  all.  and  tell  you  wherefore  I 


folliefl  of  my  o 
CQfic  far  being 
Came." 

So  saying  he  reached  a  seat,  and  placing  another 
for  Lord  Glenvarloch,  in  spite  of  his  anxious  haste 
to  anticipate  this  act  of  courtesy,  he  proceeded  in  the 
same  tone  of  easy  fiuni)ianty  .— 

"  We  are  neighbours,  my  lord,  and  are  just  made 
known  to  each  other.  Now,  1  know  enough  of  the 
dear  Norih,  to  be  w^II  aware  tliat  Scottish  neigh- 
bours must  be  either  dear  friends  or  deadly,  enemies— 
must  either  walk  hand-in«hand,  or  stand  sword- 
point  to  sword-point ;  so  I  choose  the  hand-in-hand, 
unless  you  should  reject  my  proffer.** 

"  How  were  it  possible,  my  lord,"  said  Lord  Glen- 
varloch. "  to  refuse  what  is  offered  so  frankly,  even 
ff  your  father  had  not  been  a  second  father  to  me7'*— 
And,  as  he  took  Lord  Dalgamo's  hand,  he  added— 
"I  have,  I  think,  lost  no  time,  since,  during  one  day's 
attendance  at  Court,  I  have  made  a  kin<a  friend  and 
a  powerful  enemy." 

^*  The  fHend  thanks  you,"  replied  Lord  Dalgarno, 
"for  voai  just  opinion;  but  my  dsar  Grlenvarioch— 
or  rather,  for  titles  are  too  formal  between  us  of  the 
better  file— what  is  your  Christian  name?" 

•*  Nigel,"  replied  Lord  Gienvarlocb, 

"Tlien  we  will  be  Nigel  and  Malcolm  to  each 
<»ther,"  said  his  visiter,  "  and  my  lord  to  the  plebeian 
world  around  us.  But  I  was  about  to  ask  you  whom 
you  supposed  your  enemy?" 

"  No  less  than  the  all-poweiM  favourite^  the  great 
Duke  of  Buckingham." 

"  You  dream  I  What  couW  {Possess  you  with  such 
an  opinion  ?"  said  Dalgamo. 

"  He  told  me  so  himself."  replied  Glenvarloch ; 
"  and,  in  so  doing,  dealt  frankly  and  honourably  with 
me." 

"  O,  you  know  him  not  yet,"  said  his  companion ; 
"the  Duke  is  moulded  of  an  hundred  noble  and  fiery 
qualities,  that  prompt  him,  like  a  generous  horse,  to 
Spring  askle  in  impatience  at  the  least  obstacle  to  his 
forwajtl  course.  But  he  means  not  what  he  says  in 
such  passing  heats— I  can  do  more  with  him,  J  thank 
Heaven,  than  most  who  are  around  him  t  you  shall 
so  visit  nim  with  me,  and  you  will  see  how  you  shall 
be  received  " 

"  1  told  you,  my  Iord,"'said  Glenvarloch  firmly,  and 
with  some  haughtiness,  "the  Duke  of  Buckingham, 
without  the  least  offence,  declared  himself  my  enemy 
in  (he  face  of  the  Court  f  and  he  shall  retract  that  ag- 
gression as  publicly  as  it  was  given,  ere  I  will  make 
the  slightest  advance  towards  him." 

"  You  would  act  becomingly  in  every  other  case." 
said  Lord  Dalgamo,  "hut  here  you  are  wrong.  In 
the  court  horizon^  Buckingham  is  Lord  of  the  Ascend- 
ant, and  as  he  is  adverse  or  favouring,  so  sinks  or 
rises  the  fortune  of  a  suitor.  The  King  would  bki  you 
remember  your  Phedrus, 

*  Anipient  renlnu,  ripfi  cedentJbag,  oUai^-^ 
ttnd  80  forth.    You  are  the  vase  of  earth ;  beware  of 
knockmg  yourself  against  the  vase  of  iron." 

"  The  vase  of  earth,"  said  Glenvarloch,  "will  avoid 
the  encounter,  by  getting  ashore  out  of  the  current— 
I  mean  to  go  no  more  to  Court." 

"  O,  to  Court  jrou  necessarily  must  go ;  you  will  find 
your  Scottish  suit  move  iU  without  it,  for  there  is  both 
patrcfnage  and  favour  necessajrv  to  enforce  the  sign- 
manual  you  have  obtained.  Of  that  we  will  speak 
more  hereafter;  but  tell  me  in  the  meanwhile,  my 
dear  Nigel,  whether  you  did  not  wonder  to  see  me 
here  so  early?" 

I  am  surprised  that  you  could  find  me  out  in  this 
obscure  corner,"  said  Lord  Glenvarloch. 

"  My  page  Lutin  is  a  very  devil  for  that  sort  of  dis- 
roverv,"  replied  Lord  Dalgamo;  "I  have  bat  to  say, 
'Goblin,  I  would  know  where  he  or  she  dwells,'  and 
he  guides  me  thither  as  if  by  art  magic." 

*  1  hope  he  waits  not  now  in  the  street,  my  lord," 
•aid  Nigel;  "I  will  send  mv  servant  to  seek  nim." 

"  Do  not  concern  vourseli— he  is  by  this  lime,"  said 
Ijord  Dalgamo.  "playinb»at  hustle-cap  and  chuck- 
farthing  with  the  most  Dlackguaid  imps  upon  the 
«barf,  unless  he  hath  foregone  his  old  customs." 

**  Are  vott  not  afraH"  Mia  tord  Glenvarloch, "  that 
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in  such  company  his  mo;«]s  may  become  d^nvT^?" 

"Let  his  company  look  to  ffifflr  own,"  ans^wcnd  - 
Lord  Dalgamo,  coolly;  "for  it  wul  be  a  compairr  of « 
real  fiends  in  which  Lutm  cannot  teach  more  iniscnief 
than  he  can  learn :  he  is,  I  thank  the  gods^jnost  fbo-  , 
roughly  versed  in  evil  for  his  years,  lam  spared  tbm  I 
trouble  of  looking  attex  his.  moralities,  for  notfaiDg  can  j 
make  them  either  better  or  worse." 
'  "  I  wonder  you  can  answer  this  to  has  parenta^  mf  ^ 
lord,"  said  Nigel. 
"  I  wonder  where  I  should  find  his  parenta," 


his  companion,  "  to  render  an  account  to  them.'' 

"He  may  be  an  orphan,"  said  Lord  Nig^  ;.'"bor 
surely,  being  a  page  in  your  lordship's  family,  ms  pa- 
renu  must  be  of  rank."  ^  ..        ,    • 

"Of  as  hiffh  rank  as  the  gallows  could  exalt  them 
tOy"  replied  Lord  Dalgamo,  with  the  same  iaSOa- 
ence ; ''  they  were  both  hanged.  I  bdieve— at  least  tfaa 
gipsies,  from  whom  I  bought  mm  fiva  years  a^o^  in- 
timated as  much  to  me.*-Yo\i  are  surpriaed  at  tbia; 
now.  But  is  it  ndt  better  that,  instead  of  a  la^,  cq9^ 
ceited,  whey-faced  slip  of  gentility,  to  whom  »  yma 
old-world  idea  of  the  matter,  I  was.  bouxui  to  m&ag 
Sir  Pedagogue,  and  see  thai  he  washed  hiafcaada  and 
face,  saki  his  prayers,  learned  his  accidenst  9oke  no- 
naughty  words,  brushed  his  hat,  and  wore  aia  bat 
doublet  onlyon  Sunday,— that,  instead  of  mich  t.HAT 
Goodcbild,  I  should  have  something  like  thisr' 

He  whistled  shrill  and  cleuc,  and  the  page  be  Wftkt 
of  darted  mto'the  room,  almost  with  the  effect  m  aa 
actual  apparition.  From  his  height  he  aeemea  htt. 
fifteen,  but,  from  his  face,  might  be  two  or  even  inm 
years  older,  very  neatly  made^  and  richly  dreaal; 
whh  a  thin  nronzed  visage,  which  maiked  haa  igff 
descent,  and  a  pair  of  spariding  black  eyes»  i 
seemed  almost  to  pierce  through  those  whom  be 
odat. 

"There  he  is,"  said  Lord  Dalgamo,  •*«!  for  < 

element— prompt  to  execute  every  command,  4, , 

bad,  or  indifferent—unmatched  in  nis  tribe,  as  raiga^ 
thid^  and  liar."  • , 

"  All  which  quriities,"  said  the  undaunted  pag^ 
"  have  each  in  turn  stood  your  lordship  in  stead.* 

"Out,  you  hnpof  Satan!"  said  his  mnsto';  "la.  j 
nish— begone— or  my  coiunrin||  rod  goes  above  jav* 
ears."  The  boy  turned,  and  disapi^eared  as  wfoSamif- 
as  he  had  entered.    "You  see,"  said  Lord  DnlgaM' 


that,  in  choosing  my  household,  the  beat  i 

can  pay  to  gentle  blood,  is  to  exclude  it  trom  mfMP* 
vice— that  veiy  gaDows-bird  were  enough  to  <     ~  ' 
a  whole  antechamber  of  pagjeo,  though  theyi 
acended  from  Kings  and  Kaisers.' *~ 


thin  time  the  ancient  enitonui  arittey  fhocn  «bc  imf 
of  chtvalnp.  begeti  to  be  (ronlyTanad  fhim  Uie  en    . 
>sea  of  the  imtitnUon.    None  waa  no««  lonulrdKlr. 


•  About  Ukin 
prevalence 

final  puitK>see  c 

than  the  chanse  which  took  place  ill  the  bree4ioa  mai  * 


to  tie  placed  ia  Ihe  Ikmilr  of 


-  _t«<L 

le  Ikmilr  of  aome  prinno  or  man  of  mnk  mod 
military  mnown,  where  Uiey  eerred,  aa  it  were,  an  awRsUos- 
ship  to  the  duties  of  chiTUry  and  courti«jr.  Their  ed« 
wa«  eeveroly  mora),  and  pumied  with  creatstrietmnin  1 
to  umfVil  exereine,  and  what  were  deemed  etennt  aee«~ 
menia.  From  bcin«  pagea.  they  wereadTaneed  co  the  1. 
dation  ofiquire*;  f^maquircs,  theteraodidataafiMr  the  I 


of  kaif htliood  were  fVequeatiy  made  knifhti. 

BMt  m  the  sixteenth  centuir  the  pa^e  had  beeen 
inttancee.  a  mere  demeitie,  who  •ometJBMa»¥y  the 


hit  addrett  and  a»pearaBoa,  waa  expenled  to  mtkm  up  » 
for  the  abaence  or  a  wliole  band  of  retaiaeir  with 
bncJclen.    Vo  have  Sir  John's  authority  whan  ha 
of  hie  train. 

«•  Faletair  will  lean  the  hatnoar  of  the  ate^ 

French  UiXftU  you  roaues,  myself  and  ekirtad 

Joneon,  in  a  hifh  tone  of  moral  iodicnatiea,  ihaL  ... 

the  change.  The  Boat  of  the  New  nm  reiiliee  to  Xord  Lnv^ 
who  afka  to  have  his  eon  for  a  jiage,  that  ho  worid,  WiOi  His- 
own  iModa,  han«  him.  sooner  ^  ..^ 

'"Than  damn  him  to  tiua  deapeiate  caone  of  life. 
LokU,   Call  yoa  that  desperate,  whieh.  by  a  liae 

Of  institution,  from  am  aneestoia 

Hath  been  derived  down  to  us,  andreaaivad 

Id  a  sttcoeeeton,  foi  tha  noMeat  way 

Of  bnnhiog  up  our  youth,  in  Ictteia,  aims. 

Fair  mien,  diseonnee  civil,  exercise. 

And  all  the  bhnon  of  a  gentleman  1 

Whore  can  he  learn  to  vault,  to  ride,  to  fteoe. 

To  move  his  body  gmeoMiy,  10 apeak 

Tim  tangu^e  pure,  or  to  turn  hie  mind 


CffUkJOL] 
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"I  can  MsieflrtliittktlMt  a  noUeman  ahottld  need 
the  offices  of  tuch  on  attendant  a»  your  gobliDi"  aaid 
Nkel;  "  you  are  but  jesting  with  my  inexperienoe." 
Time  will  show  whether  I  Jest  or  not,  my  dear 
fifigei,"  replied  Dalgamo;  "in  the  meantime,  I  have 
to  propose  to  you  to  take  the  advanta|$e  of  the  flood- 
tide,  to  run  up  the  river  for  pastime ;  and  at  noon  I 
tnifit  you  will  dine  with  roe. 

Nigel  acquiesced  in  apian  which  promised  so  much 
amusement  J  and  his  new  friend  and  he,  attended  by 
Lmin  and  MoniDlioB,  who  greatly  resembled,  when 
thus  associated,  (he  conjunction  of  a  bear  and  a  roon- 
keyj  took  possession  of  Lord  Dalgarno*B  wherry, 
w^cb,  with  its  badged  watermen,  bearing  his  Iqrd- 
ship's  crest  on  their  arms,  lay  in  readiness  to  receive 
iham.  The  air  was  deUghtfuI  upon  the  river  s  anid  the 
Cvety  oonversation  of  Lord  Dalgarno  added  zest  to 
the  pleasures  of  the  Uttle  voyage.  He  could  not  only 
give  an  account  of  the  vanous  public  buildings  and 
aoblemen*s  houses  which  they  passed  iu  ascending 
the  Tharoes,  but  knew  how  to  eeason  his  information 
with  abundcmce  of  anecdote,  poUiical  inuendo^  and 
personal  scandal }  if  he  had  not  very  much  Hit,  he 
was  at  Jeast  conipletely  m  aster  of  the  fashionable  tone, 
which  in  that  time^  ss  in  ours,  more  than  an4>ly  sup- 
plies any  deficiency  of  the  kind. 

It  was  a  styls  of  oonversation  entirely  new  to  his 
companioiL  as  was  the  wprld  whi^h  Lord  Dalgarno 
opened  to  his  observation ;  and  it  is  no  wonder  thst 
mbbI,  notwithstanding  his  natural  good  senss  and 
bjih  spirits,  admitted,  mors  readily  than  seemed  oon- 
ttttent  with  either,  the  tone  of  authoritative  inetruc> 
ttoa  which  his  new  friend  assumed  towards  him. 
Thfie  v^ould,  indsKi,  have  been  some  difficulty  in 
MouK  a  stand..  To  attempt  a  high  and  stubborn 
tODS«  morality,  m  answer  to  the  ugnt  strain  of  Lord 
Oalgamo's  converaation,  which  kept  on  the  frontiers 
Wtween  jest  and  earnest,  would  have  seemed  pedantic 
tad  ridiculous;  and  every  attempt  which  Nigel  made 
fa  combat  biscompanion'a  propoBitiona,  by  reasoning 
as  jocose  as  his  own,  only  showed  his  inferiority  in 
l&at  gay  species  of  controversy.  And  it, must  be 
owned,  besides,  though  internally  disapproving  much 
af  what  he  heard,  Lord  Glenvarloch,  young  as  he 
«as  in  society,  became  leas  alarmed  by  the  language 

ei  manners  of  his  new  associaie,  than  in  prudence 
ought  to  have  been.  ,    ., 

Lord  Dalgarno  was  unwilling  to  startle  bis  pro- 
idyte,  by  insisting  upon  any  topic  which  appeared 

C/ticularlv  to  jar  with  his  habits  or  prinoipless  and 
blended  his  mirlh  and  his  earnest  so  de.xterou8iy, 
tj»  u  it  was  impossible  ibr  ZVigei  to  discover  how^frur 
Than  in  them  nnrmwa  of  nobilitr  f 

Host    Kr,  that  WM  when  the  nuracrr'f  aelf  wtf  nobto. 
And  only  virtiM  made  it,  not  the  mAricet 
TtMt  tHkM  wew  not  vended  at  tha  drum 
JknA  oammnu  Mitery ;  foodnoa* imve  the  itrealiieai. 
And  ffrtaUie«  woraliip  ;  evaiy  b»uun  baoaoie 
A II  academy,  and  thoM  pert« 
We  aM  departed  in  the  pmctiee  sow 
Quite  from  the  inctitution. 

ipijrf;    Whydojroutaf  eo. 
Or  think  M  envious/y  1  do  thef  not  itill 


am  w  tha  Cent«ur'«  skill,  the  art  of  Threoa, 
To  ride  1  or  Polltix'  myitcrr,  to  ftrww  ? 
rtie  Pyrrhick  aiMiurua,  boUi  to  stand  and  ipriaf 
fn  armour  J  fo  beacttva  fur  Um  warat 
To  wfixJv  ficurea,  iiunabcni,  and  nroporlioni, 
Mar  jnerd  thAm  irreat  in  counwft  and  the  arta : 
To  make  their  Cnylish  twaet  upon  Uie  toniruei 
Aa  revareed  Cbaucar  ania. 

tUsL   Bit  you  miftaka*. 
To  plajr  Sir  randRrns,  mr  copy  hath  it. 
And  carrr  metsafCH  to  Madam  Crcuid  ; 
liwtead  of  baekina  the  hrava  steed  o'  moniinfa, 
To  kma  the  ehambernieid^and  for  a  leap 
0'  tlio  vaulting  htme,  to  ply  Iha  rnnltinf  boaao  i 
for  Axorcise  of  armn  a  b^le  u'  -*  — 


oof  dice. 


And  two  or  thre^  pAeks  oreardM  to  sliow  the  cheat 
And  nimbleneas  of  Imnd  ;  mis^take  a  eloak 
Froai  my  lord'a  bark,  and  pawn  it  {  aa*  hia  pgdceta 
Of  a  iraperfluous  watch,  or  add  •  jewel 

Of  an  odd  f • *'— ' 

PromoflTm; 
Or 


Of  an  odd  stone  or  so  ;  twinse  Uiree  or  foar  buttons 
"my  buiy's  gevm  <  Timae  afe  the  mrta. 
liberal  deadly  seionee^ 


Of  pamy,  or  rather  paipinism, 
At  tiie  tJdea  run ;  to  whirji,  if  he  apply  him, 
He  may.  parhapa,  take  a  deirree  at  Tyburn, 
A  roar  ttw  earlier  come  to  read  a  ircture 
upon  A<riunaa.ot  Saint  'llionuui  a-Wntorina's, 
and  so  so  forth  t  lauiaata  in  taaoip  circle.'^ 


Tk*}iiuJitn,JctL 


he  was  seiious  in  iua  piopositioAS,  or  bow  far  ihey 
flowed  from  a  wild  and  extravagant  spint  of  raillevy. 
And,  ever  and  anoo,  thoae. flakes  of  spirit  and  ho- 
nour crossed  his  conversation,  which  seemed  to  in- 
timate, tliat,  when  stirred  to  action  by  some  adequate 
motive,  Lortl  Dalgarno  would  prove  something  very 
different  from  the  .court-haunting  and  ease-loviag  vo- 
luptuary, which  he  was  pleasea  to  repreaent  as  his 
chosen  character.     \ 

Aa  they  returned  down  the  river,  Lord  Glenvarloeh 
remarked,  that  the  boat  passed  the  mansion  of  I^ord 
Huntinglen,  and  noticed  the  circumstance  to  Lord 
Dalgarno,  observing,  thst  he  thought  th^y  wi  re  to 
have  dined  tiiere.  "Surely  no,"  aaid  the  young  noble- 
man, ''  I  have  more  mercy  on  you  than  to, gorge  you 
a  second  time  with  raw  beef  tuid  canary  wine.  I  pro- 
pose  something  better  for  you,  I  promise  you,  than 
such  a  second  Scythian  fesuvity.  And  as  for  ray  fa- 
ther, he  proposes  to  dine  to-day  with  n^  graven 
ancient  Earl  of  Northampton,  whilome  that  e«ebra- 
ted  patMr^own  of  pietended  prophecies  Lord  Henry 
Howard."* 

"  And  do  you  not  go  with  him  T  said  his  ooiaps- 
■ion. 

"  To  what  purpose  T'  said  Losd  Dalgarno.  "  T» 
hear  hia  wise  lordahip  speak  musty  poGtios  in  false 
Latin,  which  the  old  fox  always  uses,  that  he  mar 
give  the  kflrned  Majesty  of  England  an  oppeMimtiy 
of  correcting  his  slips  m  grammar?  That  wen  a 
rare  employment  I" 

"  Nay,"  said  Lord  Nigel,  "but  out  of  napeet,  to 
wait  on  my  lord  your  father." 

"  My  lord  my  father,"  replied  Lord  Dalgaiao^  *'  has 
blue-bottles  enough  to  wait  on  liiqi,  and  can  w^U 
diapenec  with  such  a  butterfly  as  mysel£  He  can  hft 
the  cup  of  sack  to  his  head  without  my  assistaaoe; 
and.  should  the  said  paternal  head  turn  something 
giddy,  there  be  wnpa  enough  to  guide  his  right  honour* 
able  lordship  to  his  lordship' s  righ t  honourable  couch.  ' 
—Now,  do  not  stare  at  roe,  Nigel,  as  if  my  words 
were  to  sink  the  boat  with  us.  I  fove  my  (athfM<-4 
love  him  dearly— and  I  respoct  him,  toOi  thosgh  I 
respect  not  many  things ;  a  trustier  old  l^oian  never 
belted  a  broadsword  by  a  loop  oi  leather.  But  what 
then  7  He  belongs  to  the  old  world,  I  to  the  new. 
He  has  his  follies,  I  have  mine:  and  the  less  either 
of  us  sees  of  the  other's  peccadilloes,  the  greater  will 
;>€  the  honour  and  respect— that,  I  think,  is- the  pro- 
per phrase— I  say  the  respect  in  which  we  shall  hoU 
each  other.  Being  apart,  eacli  of  ua  ia  hirosj^  auch 
as  nature  and  circumstances  have  made  him  t  but, 
couple  us  up  too  closely  together,  you  wiU  be  sure  to 
have  in  yoiur  leash  either  an  old  hypocrite  or  a  yoiuafl 
one,  or  perhaps  both  the  one  and  toother." 

As  he  spoke  thus,  the  boat  put  into  the  huiding* 
place  at  Blackfnars.  Lord  DaTgamo  sprung  aahon^ 
and,  flinging  his  cloak  and  raster  to  his  pag«^  recom- 
mended to  his  companion  to  do  the  Uke.  ^'^We  are 
coming  among  a  press  of  galianta,"  he  said  t  "  and,  ' 
if  we  walk  thus  muflled,  we  shall  look  like  your 
tawny-visaged  Don,  who  wrapa  Jiim  ck>ss  in  his  * 
cloak,  to  conceal  the  defects  of  his  doublet." 

"  1  have  known  many  an  honest  man  do  that,  If  it 
please  your  lordship,"  said  Riciiie  Moniplies.  who  had 
been  watching  for  an  opportunity  to  intrude  himaell 
on  the  conversation,  and  probably  rcmeiriberod  what 
had  been  his  own  condition^  in  respect  to  eloak  apd 
doublet,  at  a  very  recent  period. 

Lord  Dalgarno  stared  at  him.  aa  if  surprissd  at  hia 
assurance;  but  immediately  aiiawered,  "You  may 
have  known  many  things,  friend ;  but,  in  the  mean- 
whilo,  you  do  not  know  w*hat  ptmcipaUy  conceriui' 

*Lord  Henry  Howard  wfli  the  second  son  ef  the  poetical 
Rarl  of  Surrey,  and  posscasad  considerable  parte  apd  kamins. 
He  wrote,  in  the  yusr  1383,  a  bvok  called.  "A  DaibaMtiva 
againit  tjte  Poiiton  of  supposed  rrophaciee.'*  Ua  aained  (be 
Ihvourof  Quoen  Eiixabeth.  bjr  bavinf,  he  says,  diracled  his  bat- 
tery against  a  sect  of  prophets  and  protundod  soothsavera,  whom 
lie  accoantcd  infesti  reglius,  as  he  expresses  it  ji  liie  lasV 
years  of  the  Qucon,  be  became  James's  most  ardent  partiiia*, 
and  conducted  with  groat  pedon try.  but  much  intrigue,  the  cu^. 
respondpncc  betwixt  the  Scottiftb  King  and  the  younier  Cecil, 
Ifpon  Jamns's  accossion.  lie  was  crratvd  Earl  of  Nortliampton, 
and  Lord  Privjr  S^c'ol  According  to  l)a  Ueaumoni  tlie  Frennh 
Ambassador,  Lord  Henry  Howard  was  oae  %tt  tUe  frsateat  Aal 
terecs  and  catamniators  that  erar  livad. 


THfiFdRTONBd  OP  Mlttfi^ 
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fn»r  master,  nanielf  ,  how  to  carry  his  cloak,  to  as  to 
slK^^  to  advantage  the  gold-laced  scams,  and  the 
hiiii4K  of  sables.  See  how  Lutin  holds  the  8«*ord, 
with  the  cloak  cast  partly  over  it,  yet  so  as  to  set  oft 
the  embossed  hilt,  and  the  silver  work  of  the  mount- 
ing.— Give  your  familiar  your  sword,  Nigel,*'  he  con- 
tinued, addressing  Lord  Qienvarlocn,  "  that  he  may 
praotiee  a  lesson  m  an  art  so  necessary." 

**  Is  it  altogether  j)rudent,"  said  Nigel,  tmclaaphig 
bis  weapon,  and  giving  it  to  Richie,  **  to  walk  entuely 
umurmedr' 

**  And  wherefore  not  V  said  his  companion.  "  You 
are  thinking  nowof  Auld  Reekie,  as  my  father  fondiv 
calls  your  good  Scottish  capital,  where  there  is  such 
bandying  of  private  feuds  and  public  factions,  that  a 
inan  of  any  note  shall  no^  croas  your  Hi^  Street 
twice,  without  endangering  his  life  tnrioe.*  Hera  sir, 
I.O  brawling  in  the  street  is  permitted.  Your  bull- 
headed  citizen  takes  up  the  case  so  soon  as  the  swoni 
is  drawn,  and  ehtb*  is  the  word.*' 

•*  And  a  hard  word  it  is,"  said  Richie,  "  as  my 
brain-pan  kens  at  this  blessed  moment." 

**  Were  I  your  master,  sirrah,"  said  Lord  Daljgamo. 
"I  would  make  your  brain-pan,  as  you  call  it,  bod 
over,  were  you  to  speak  a  word  in  my  presence  be- 
16re,yott  were  spoken  to." 

,  Richie  murmured  some  indistinct  answer,  but  took 
the  hint,  and  ranked  himself  behind  his  master  along 
with  Lutin.  who  failed  not  to  expose  his  new  com- 
panion to  the  ridicule  of  the  passers-by,  by  miraick- 
mg,  as  often  as  he  could  do  so  unobserved  by  Richie, 
his  stiff  and  upright  stalking  gait  and  discontented 

•     •      omy. 


^'^ssra^ 


Reckonmg  P*  exctahned  l^ord  Dtjgarno  m  the 
same  tone  as  before,  "perish  the  peaMptly  phrase ! 
What  profanation  I  Monsieur  le  Cnevaljsr  de  Beaa- 
jeu,  pink  of  Paris  and  flower  of  Gascony-~he  wlio 
can  tdl  the  age  of  his  wine  by  the  bare  smell— who 
distils  his  sauces  in  an  alembic  by  the  aid  of  LoUy^s 
philosophy— who  carves  with  such  exquisite  pieci* 
swn,  that  he  gives  to  noble,  knight,  and  squire^  tha 
portion  of  the  pheasant  which  exactly  accords  with 
his  rank— nay,^  he  who  shall  divkle  a  becafioe  into 
twelve  parts  with  such  scnipulons  exactness,  that  ti 
twelve  guests  not  one  shall  have  the  advantaga  ol 
the  other  in  a  hair's  breadth,  or  the  twentieth  ijart 
of  a  drachm,  vet  you  talk  of  him  and  of  a  reckonna 
in  the  same  breath  I  Why^  man,  he  is  the  weiP 
known  and  general  referee  m  all  matters  affectlaii 
the  mysteries  of  Passage,  Hazard,  In  and  In,  Fbo- 
neeck,  and  Verquire,  and  what  not— Why,  Beai^sa 
is  King  of  the  Card-pack,  and  Duke  of  the  Dioe-boz 
— A«caH  a  reckoning  like  ajgreen-aproned.  igd-uused 
son  of  the  vulgar  spigot !   O,  my  dearest  Nigel,  what 


a  word  you  have  spoken,  and  of  whet  a 
That  you  xnow  him  not,  is  your  onlv  a] 


ftr 


such  blasphemy;  and  yet  1  scarce  hold  it'mdmnaie. 
for  to  have  been  a  day  in  London  and  not  to  know 


And  tell  me  now,  my  dear  Malcolm,*'  said  Nigel, 
"where  we  are  bending  our  •course,  and  whether  we 
shall  dine  at  an  apartment  of  yours T' 

"An  apartment  of  mine— yes,  surely,**,  answered 
Lord  Dalsamo,  "  you  shall  dine  at  an  apartment  of 
mine,  and  an  apartment  of  youns  and  of  twenty 
gallants  besides ;  and  where  the  board  shall  present 
better  cheer,  better  wine,  and  better  attendance,  than 
if  our  whole  united  exhibitions  went  to  maintain  ir. 
We  are  going  to  the  most  noted  ordinary  of  London.** 

"  That  is,  in  common  language,  an  inn,  or  a  ta- 
vern.** said  Nigel. 

"  An  inn,  or  a  tavern,  my  most  green  and  simple 
friend  !*'  exclaimed  Lord  Dalgamo.  "No,  no— these 
are  places  where  greasy  citizens  take  pipe  and  pot, 
where  the  knavish  pettifoggers  of  the  law  spunge  on 
their  most  unhappy  victims— where  Templars  crack 
jests  at  empty  as  their  nuts,  and  where  small  i^ntry 
mibibe  such  thin  potations,  that  thejr  get  dropsies  in- 
aioad  of  getting  drunk.  An  ordinary  is  a  late  mvented 
institution,  Mcred  to  Bacchus  and  Comus,  where  the 
choicest  noble  gallants  of  the  time  meet  with  the  fh^t 
and  most  ethereal  wits  of  the  ase,— where  the  wine  is 
the  very  soul  of  the  choicest  grape,  refined  as  the  genhis 
of  the  poet,  and  ancient  and  generous  as  the  blood  of 
the  nobles.  And  then  the  fare  is  something  beyond 
your  ordinary  gross  terrestrial  food  1  Sea  and  land 
'ai«  ransacked  to  supply  it;  and  the  invention  of  six 
mgenbus  cooks  kept  eternally  upon  the  rack  to  make 
their  art  hold  pace  with,  and  if  possible  enhance,  the 
axQuisite  quality  of  the  materials.** 

"By  all  which  rhapsody,**  sakl  Lord  Glenvarloch, 
**I  can  only  understand,  as  I  did  before,  that  we  are 
going  to  a  ehoioe  tavern,  where  we  shall  be  hand- 
somely entertained,  on  paying  probably  as  handsome 
a  reckoning.*' 

*  Edinbnrf  h  appean  to  haiw  be«»n  mm  of  tlw  moot  dioordorty 
towna  in  Earope,  daring  the  Mxteeoth  and  bcf  inninf  of  Uie  ao- 
tenteenHi  centorf.  Ttw  Diary  of  ttra  honest  citizen  Bfrrel, 
Mpcatodly  recorda  sncb  incidents  as  the'follomoff :  "  The  94  of 
fCoTentwrriMT],  at  two  afternoon,  the  Laird  of  Airth  and  tho 
.  Laifd  of  woama  met  on  the  Rifh  Gate  of  Edinhuffh,  and  they 
•nd  theirfbllowen  fonirht  a  very  bloody  ikirmiaii,  where  there 
wire  many  hurt  on  both  mdes  with  shot  of  pistol.**  These  skir- 
aiishea  alao  took  place  in  London  itself  In  8hadwet!*s  play  of 
Che  Boowrrrt.  an  old  rake  thus  boasts  of  his  early  exploits :— "  1 
lOiew  the  Heetorti,  and  before  them  the  Muds,  and  theTityre- 
tii*a  ;  they  were  brave  follows  indeed  !  In  these  days  a  man 
ccaldnot  |o  frnm  the  Rose  Garden  to  the  Pia27A  once,  fane  he 
•wst  venture  his  life  twice,  my  dear  Sir  Willie.**  But  it  ap- 
pears Uiat  the  affrays,  which,  in  the  Scottish  capital,  aro«o  out 
of  hereditary  quarrels  and  ancient  foads,  were  in  London  the 
fiowth  of  tJia  lieootiottaoeai  and  arroganes  of  yount  de- 


Beaujcu,  is  a  crime  of  its  own  kind.    But  yoa  l 

know  him  this  blessed  moment,  and  shall  learn  to 
hold  yourself  in  horror  for  the  enormities  you  have 
uttered.'* 

'*  Well,  but  mark  you,"  aakl  Nigel,  **  thta  worthy 
chevalier  keeps  not  all  this  good  cheer  at  hia  own 
eost.  does  heT* 

"  No,  no,**  answered  Lord  Dalgamo;  *'  there  iaa 
sort  of  ceremony  which  my  chevalier's  fVienda  and 
intimates  understand,  bnt  with  which  you  have  i» 
business  at  present.  There  is,  as  migesty  might  aay.  ' 
a  symbohim  to  be  disbursed— in  other  words,  a  mutaal 
exchange  of  courtesk^  takes  place  betwixt  Bea^jea 
and  his  gnests.  He  makes  them  a  f^  preaeni  of 
tlie  dinner  and  wine,  as  cften  as  they  chooae  to  eoo- 
sult  their  own  felicity  b^  frequenting  his  house  at  the 
hour  of  noon,  and  they,  m  gratitude,  make  tho  cheva- 
lier a  present  of  a  Jacobus.  Then  you  must  know 
that,  besides  Comus  and  Bacchus,  that  princcaa  of 
sublunary  aflfairs,  the  Diva  Fortima,  is  £requen^ 
worshipped  at  Beaoueu's,  and  be,  as  omciatinjg  hkh- 
priest,  hath,  as  in  reason  he  should,  a  con&ideruli 
advantage  from  a  share  of  the  sacrifice.** 

In  oUier  words,**  said  Lord  Qlenvarioch,  *"  Ais 
nan  keeps  a /gaming- house.** 
_  *  A  house  m  which  you  may  certainly  game,"  said 
Lord  Dalgamo,  "  as  you  may  in  your  own  chambo^ 
if  you  have  a  mind  ?  nay,  I  remember  okl  Tom  TaUj 
played  a  hand  at  put  for  a  wager  with  Quinze  1«  Va, 
the  Frenchman,  during  morning  prayers  in  Saint 
Paurs  2  the  morning  was  misty,  and  the  parson  drow- 
sy, and  the  whole  audience  consisted  of  themseiv«a 
and  a  blind  woman,  and  so  they  escaped  deteclioii.** 

**  For.  all  this,  Malcolm|**  said  the  young  loi^ 
gravely,  **  I  cannot  dine  with  you  to-day  at  this  tattn^ 
ordinary.** 

'*  And  wherefore,  in  the  name  of  Heaven,  should 
you  draw  back  from  your  word?'*  said  Lord  Dalgmo. 

"I  do  not  retract  my  word,  Malcolm;  b\;t  I  am 
bound,  by  an  early  promise  to  rov  father,  never  to 
enter  tne  doors  of  a  gaming-house." 

**  I  tell  you  this  is  none,*^  said  Lord  Dalganx>;  "it 
is  but,  in  plain  terms,  an  eating-house,  arranged  ob 
civiller  terms,  and  frequented  by  better  company, 
than  others  in  this  town ;  and  it  some  of  them  ds 
amuse  themselves  with  cards  and  haaard,  they  an 
men  of  honour,  and  who  play  as  such,  and  for  no 
more  than  iliey  can  well  afford  to  lose.  It  was  not,  and 
could  not  be,  auch  houses  that  your  father  deeinBd 
you  to  avoid.  Beskles,  he  mixht  as  well  have  madt 
you  swear  you  would  never  taiie  the  accommodation 
of  an  inn,  Uvem,  eating-house,  or  place  of  public  rs- 
ceptk>n  of  any  kind ;  for  there  is  no  such  place  of 
puolic  resort  but  where  your  eyes  may  be  oontami- 
nated  by  the  sight  of  a  pack  of pieceB  of  painted  paste- 
board,  and  your  ears  proDuied  bv  the  rattle  of  those 
little  spotted  cubes  of  ivory.  The  difference  is,  thai 
where  we  go,  wc  may  hai>pen  to  see  perrons  of  quaii- 
tv  amusing  themselves  with  a  games  ftod  in  theovd*- 


nary  hotzses  m  w^  meet  biilties  and  sharpers,  who 
mn  strive  eitfier  to  eheai  or  to  swagger  you  out  of 
four  money." 

"  I  am  sure  you  would  not  willingly  lead  me  to  do 
vhat  is  wrong,"  said  Nigel;  **but  my  father  had  a 
horror  of  games  of  chance*  religious  1  beheve,  as  well 
•8  prudential.  He  judged  from  I  know  not  what 
circumstance,  a  fallacious  one  I  should  hope,  that  I 
had  a  propensity  to  such  courses,  and  I  have  told  you 
de  oromise  which  he  exacted  from  me." 

•  Now,  by  my  honouf,"  said  Dalgamo,  "  what  you 
hare  said  ufords  the  strongest  reason  for  my  insist- 
ing that  you  go  with  me.  A  man  who  would  shun 
any  dan^,  should  first  become  acquainted  with  its 
real  beanng  and  extent,  and  that  in  the  companj^of 
a  confidential jB;uide  and  guard.  Do  you  think  I  my- 
self game  7  Grood  faith,  my  father's  oaks  grow  too 
tar  from  London,  and  stand  too  fiist  rooted  in  the 
rocks  of  Perthshire,  for  me  to  troll  them  down  with 
a.die,  though  I  have  seen  whole  forests  go  down  like 
nine^pins.  No,  no— these  are  sports  for  the  wealthy 
Soatnron,  not  for  the  poor  Scottish  noble.  The 
place  is  an  eating-house,  and  as  such  you  and  I  will 
UBS  it.  If  others  use  it  to  game  in,  it  is  their  fault, 
bat  neither  that  of  the  house  nor  ours." 

Unsatisfied  with  this  reasoning,  Nigjsl  still  Ihsiste^ 
QpQO  the  promise  he  had  given  to  his  father,  until  his 
companion  appeared  rather  displeased,  and  disposed 
to  impute  to  hip  injurious  and  unhandsome  suspi- 
cions. Lord  Glenvanoch  coukt  not  stand  this  chan^ 
of  tone:  He  recollected  that  much  was  due  from  him 
to  Lord  Dalgamo.  on  account  of  his  father's  ready 
nd  efficient  friendship,  and  somethiiig  also  on  ac- 
OMmt  of  the  frank  manner  m  which  the  young  man 
,    mmelf  hafl  offered  him  his  hitiraacy.    He  had  no 
\    WJtti  to  doubt  his  assurances,  that  the  house  where 
U  ttqr  were  about  to  dine  did  not  fall  under  the  descnp- 
tonof  olaces  to  which  his  father's  prohibition  refer- 
rof;  and  finally,  he  was  strong  in  his  own  resolution 
to  resist  every  temptation  to  join  in  games  of  chance. 
He  therefore  pacified  Lord  Dalgnmo,  by  mtimating 
Mwiirmgneas  to  go  along  with  him;  and,  the  good- 
namour  of  the  young  courtier  instantaneoiwly  return- 
aft  he  again  ran  on  in  agroteecme  and  rodomontade 
^unt  of  the  host,  Monsieur  de  Beoujeu,  which  he 
id  not  conclude  until  they  had  reached  Uie  temple 
ofHospitality  over  which  that  ehiinent  professor  pre- 


CHAPTER  XII. 

Tliit  is  il»e  very  b«Fi-ya«ii  .  . 

"Whero  mwtef  dailr  the  prtnf'  oocks  o»  lh«  ftnm 
RufRe  Ehelr  piniOM,  crow  ifll  Uiejr  are  noarac. 
And  8imr  about  ■  tMiri€y«6m.   Here  too  ohiokeiw, 
TlM  callow,  uuflodcedArood  of  forward  folly, 
Laani  flr«t  to  rear  Uio  cre«t,  and  aim  the  ipur. 
And  tuiM»  iheiT  note  Uka  ftoll-ptained  Chmtlctoer. 

Tac  Ordinary,  now  an  ignoble  sound,  was  in  the 
days  of  James,  a  new  instiMuon,  as  fashionable 
imong  the  youth  of  that  age  as  the  first-rate  modern 
dob-houses  are  amongst  those  of  the  present  df  y. 
It  differed  chiefly,  in  being  open  to  all  whom  good 
cbthes  and  good  assurance  combined  to  introduce 
there.  The  company  usually  dined  together  at  an 
honr  fixed,  and  the  manager  of  the  establishment 
presided  as  master  of  the  ceremonies. 

Monsieur  le  Chevalier,  (as  he  qualified  himseli;) 
Saint  Priest  de  Beauieu,  was  a  sharp,  thin  Gascon, 
i^ut  sixty  year^  old,  banished  from  his  own  coun- 
try.  as  he  said,  on  account  of  an  affair  of  honour^  in 
^ch  he  had  the  misfortune  to  kill  his  antagomst, 
uipugh  the  best  swordsmioi  in  the  south  of  France. 
^  pretensions  to  quality  were  supported  by  a  fea- 
loered  hat,  a  long  rapier,  and  a  suit  of  embroidered 
itffeta,  not  much  the  worse  for  wear,  in  the  extreme 
bihion  of  the  Parisian  court^  and  fluttering  like  a 
Maypole  with  many  knots  of  riband,  of  which  ii  was 
^puted  he  bore  at  least  five  hundred  yards  about 
w  person.  But  notwhhstanding  tliis  profiision  of 
deeoration,  there  were  many  who  thought  Monsieur 
la  ChevaUer  so  admirably  calculated  fur  his  present 
ataation,  that  na^J^e  cou>*  never  have  meant  to 
Pwee  him  *»  h'Jb  jho^^  h.    It  vas.  however,  part  oif 
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the  amusement  of  ,the  plaiqe,  for  Lord  Dalgamo  and 
other  young  men  of  qualinr  to  treat  Monsieur  da 
Beaujan  with  a  great  deal  ot  mock  ceremony,  whksh 
being  observed  by  the  herd  of  more  ordinary  aii4 
simple  gulls,  they  paid  him,  m  clumsy  imitation, 
much  real  deference.  The  Gascon's  natural  ibr- 
wardness  being  much  enhanced  by  these  circum" 
stance^  he  was  often  guilty  of  presuming  beyond 
the  limils  of  his  situatMn,  and  of  course  had  some- 
times the  mortification  to  be  disagreeably  driven  back 
into  them. 

When  NigjBl  entered  the  mansion  of  this  eminent 
person,  which  bad  been  but  of  late  the  residence  af 
a  great  Baron  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  court,  who  had 
retired  to  his  manors  in  the  country  on  thedeath^f 
that  prinoesi^  he  was  surjiriaed  at  the  ptent  of  the 
accommodanon  which  it  afiforded,  and  the  number  of 
guests  who  were  already  assembled.  Feathers  wav- 
ed,  spurs  jingled,  lace  and  embroidery  glanced  eveaty 
where  J  and,  at  first  sight  at  least,  it  certamly  mada 
good  Lord  uaigamo's  enoomnim,  who  represented 
tne  company  as  composed  almost  «entirely  of  yoath 
of  thp  frrst  finality.  A  more  close  review  was  not 
quire  bo  fnvLKirable.  Several  individuals  might  be 
Oifioovrr^J  wlio  were  not  exactly  at  their  ease  in  the 
spictiJid  dresaea  which  they  wore^  and  who,  thera- 
fore^  miRhi  bo  supposed  not  habitually  familiar  with 
such  finer>\  Agaii^  there  were  others,  whose  dreaa, 
though  on  a  general  view  it  did  not  seem  inferior  to 
that  of  tks  rpjii  of  the  company,  displayed,  on  being 
observed  mon^  closely,  some  of  those  petty  expedients, 
by  whi^h  vanity  endeavours  to  diaguiae  poverty. 
'  Nif^cl  ha^i  very  little  time  to  make  such  observa- 
tkiriF!.  f^t  thi'  eTn trance  of  Lord  Dalgamo  created  an 
imiitcdiaie  bustle  and  sensatbn  among  the  company; 
as  his  name  passed  firom  one  mouth  to  another.— 
Some  stood  forward  to  gaze,  others  stood  back  to 
make  way— those  of  his  own  rank  hastened  to  w^- 
come  him— those  of  inferior  degree  endeavourecr  to 
catch  some  point  of  his  gesture,  or  of  his  dress,  to 
be  worn  and  practised  upon  a  future  occasion,  as  the 
newest  and  most  authentic  fashion. 

The  Gtnitu  Lock  the  Chevalier  himself;  was  not 
the  last  to  welcome  this  prime  stay  and  ornament  of 
his  establishment.  He  came  riiufning  forward  with 
a  hundred  apish  eon^ia  and  (^urs  mtlon^  to  express 
his  hsppiness  at  seeing  Lord  Dalgamo  again. — "I 
hope  yoo  do  bring  back  the  sun  witn  you,  muor*-You 
did  carry  away  the  sun  and  moon  from  your  pauvre 
Chevalier  when  you  leave  him  for  so  long.  Pardieu, 
I  believe  you  take  them  away  in  your  pockets." 

*'  That  must  have  been  because  you  left  roe  noth- 
ing else  in  them^  Chevalier,"  answered  Lord  Dalgar- 
no  ;  "but  Monsieur  le  Chevalier.  I  pray  you  to  know 
my  countryman  and  friend,  Loid  Gienvarioch." 

**  Ah,  ha !  tr^  honor6--Je  m'en  aouviem 

J^ai  connu  autrefois  an  Milor  Kenfarlooueen  ] 

Yes,  1  have  memory  of  him— le  p^  oe  milor  aroa- 
remment— we  were  vera  intimate  when  I  was  at  Oly 
Root  with  Monneur  de  la  Motte— I  did  often  play  at 
tennis  vit  Kilor  l^farloqoa  at  L'Abbaie  d'Oly  Root 
— il  Itoit  mftme  phia  fort  que  moi— Ah  le  beauooup  da 
revers  qu'il  avoit !— I  have  memory,  too,  that  he  waa 
tmong  the  pretty  girls— ah,  nn  vrai  diable  d6chaine 
—Aha !  I  have  memory" 

"  Better  have  no  more  memory  of  the  late  Lord 
Glenvarloch,"  said  Lord  Dalgamo,  interrupting  tha 
Chevalier  without  ceremony;  who  perceived  that  tha 
encomium  which  he  was  about  to  pass  on  thedeceaa- 
ed  was  likely  to  be  as  disagrreeable  to  the  son,  aa  it 
was  totally  undeserved  by  the  father,  who.  fiir  from 
beinj(  either  a  gamester  or  libertine,  as  the  Chevalier'a 
remmisoences  falsely  represented  him,  was,  on  tha 
contrary,  strict  and  severe  in  hia  course  of  life,  almost 
10  the  extent  of  riso*ir. 

"  You  have  tne  reason,  milor,"  answered  loa 
Chevalier,  "  you  have  the  right— Qu'est  ce  que  nous 
avons  a  fiiire  avoc  le  temps  pass^l— the  time  passed 
did  belong  to  our  fathers— our  ancetres- very  well— 
the  time  present  is  to  us— they  have  their  pretty  tombs, 
with  their  memories  and  armorials,  all  m  brass  and 
marbro— we  have  the  petits  plats  exquis,  and  tha 
soupe-a-Chcvalier,  wliich  I  will  cauife  to  mount  ttp 
immediately." 
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So  nyiiig,  he  iiMd»a  pirtvotie  on  his  hed,  and  Mt 
hip  ftttendauts  id  motion  to  place  dinner  on  the  table. 
Dalgamo  lauRfaed.  and,  observing  his  voting  fiiend 
^looked  gTBTe,  aaia  to  him  in  a  tone  of  roproaoh— 
^  JVhy,  what  1— yoa  are  not  gull  enough  to  be  aqgry 
imh  such  an  aas  as  that  V* 

**  I  keep  my  anger,  I  traat.  for  better  ptuposea," 

.  Mud  Lord  Glenvarlocn ;  *'  but  I  eonfcaa  I  was  moved 

to  hear  such  a  feUow  mention  my  father's  name— and 

Ton>  too,  w)io  told  roe  this  was  no  gaming  house. 

talked  to  him  of  having  left  it  with  emptied  pockets." 

**Paha  ,  manr  sud  Lord  Dalgaitio^  ^I  spoke 
,4ut  aooprdin^to  the  triok  of  the  time ;  beades,  a  man 
must  set  a  piece  or  two  sometimes,  or  he  would  be 
held  a  oolfionlv  niggard.  But  here  comes  dinner,  and 
we  will  see  wbether  yon  like  the  Chevatier's  good 
cheer  better  than  his  oohversatkm." 

Dinner  was  announced  aecording^y,  and  the  two 
iiiends.  benig  seated  in  the  most  honourable  statx>n 
at  the  boanL  were  ceremoniously  attended  to  by  the 
Chevalier,  who  did  the  honours  af  his  table  to  then 
and  to  the  othe|  gnests,  and  seasoned  the  whole  with 
Ids  agreeable  conversation.  The  dmner  was  really 
excellent,  in  that  piq(aant  st)de  of  oodMry  which  the 
French  had  already  mtroduoed.  and  which  the  home- 
bred young  men  oTBnglaiid,  when  they  aspired  to  the 
rank  of  connoisseurs  and  persons  of  tastCi  were  un- 
der the  necessity  of  admiring.  Th^  wine  was  shra 
of  the  first  ijuafity,  and  cureulated  m  great  variety, 
and  no  less  abundance.  The  conversatAOfi  amoiig 
•o  many  youngmen  wu,  of  course,  K^t,  lively,  and 
amusing;  ancTNigel,  whose  mmd  had  been  long  de- 
pressed by  anxiety  and  misfortune^  naturally  found 
Kimaelf  at  eassr  and  his  spirits  raised  and  aamiatcd. 

Some  of  the  company  had  real  wit.  and  could  use 
it  both  politely  Snd  to  advantage;  others  were  cox- 
combs, and  were  laughed  at  without  discovering  k  i 
-_j    — :_   _*t ^^ 1_   —1.^  Teemed  to 


versation.  had  either  the  real  tone  of  good  society 
which  belonged  to  the  period,  or  the  jaigon  which 
often  passes  current  for  it 

In  short,  the  company  and  conversauon  was  so 
agreeable,  that  NigePs  rigour  was  softened  by  it, 
even  towards  the  master  of  ceremonies,  and  he 
listened  with  patienoe  to  vanoos  details  which  the 
Chevalier  deBeauwn,  seeing,  as  he  .said,  that  M'doi^s 
taste  lay  for  the  *^curieuz  and  Tutile,"  chose  to  ad- 
dress lo  him  in  partieoiar,  on  the  subject  of  cookeiy. 
To  jomtiiir*  at  the  same  tinier  the  taste  for  antiquity, 
which  he  aomehow  supposed  that  his  new  guest  pos- 
sessed, he  bunched  out  m  commendatioo  of  the 
great  artists  of  fomer  days,  particnlariy  one  whom 
ha  had  known  in  his  youth,  **  Maitre  de  Cumne  to 
^he-Martchal  8tn»»-irds  bonvgentil  bomme  pour- 
taut;"  vrho  hod  maintained  his  masters  table  with 
twelve  oovers  every  day  during  the  long  and  aevere 
btoehade  of  le  petit  Levth,  although  he  had  nothing 
better  to  place  on  it  than  the  quarter  of  a  camon- 
korse  now  and  then,  and  the  grass  and  weedi;  that 
giew  on  the  ramparts.  **  DespaidiettX  c'^toit  un 
nommesopeilMl  With  one  thistle^head,  and  anettle 
or  two,  he  could  make  a  soups  for  twenty  guests— 
an  hsunoh  of  a  little  poppfKlcig  made  a  roti  dee  pins 
SKeeUeas :  but  his  eonp  de  maitre  was  when  the  ren- 
dition—what voa  call  the  surrsnder,  took  place  and 
rued ;  and  theiL  dieu  me  damme,  he  made  out  of 
hmd  quarter  of  one  aalted  horse,  forty-6ve  cou- 
Tsrts;  that  the  English  and  Scottish  otBcers  and 
nobihty,  who  had  tte  honour  to  dine  with  Mon- 
cieor  npon  the  rendition,  oodd  not  tell  what  the 
1  anyone  of  them  were  made  upon  at  all."* 

*  The  «iirtioQ  of  Franch  inMiniity  mmtioiMd  jn  Um  tot  to 

'  B  MtlMvltiw  ofilM  period  (  Che  liefe  of  Leitii 

br.  the,  prptreeied  obedneey  of  the  be- 

vVho  witneeeed 
of 


The  good  wine  had  bjr^this  tine  gone  eo  roeniy 
round,  and  had  such  genial  effect  on  tlleguesta.  tiui' 
those  of  the  lower  end  of  the  table,  who  had  hitherto 
been  Usieoers,  began,  not  greatly  to  their  own  ciecfit, 
or  that  of  the  ordinary,  to  make  innovations. 

"You  »eak  of  the  siege  of  Leith,"  said  a  taO, 
raw-boned  man,  with  thick  mustaches  turned, up 
with  a  military  twist,  a  broad  buffbelt,  a  long  rapist^ 
and  other  outward  ayrobols  of  the  honourea  profes- 
sion, which  lives  by  killing  other  people^— "  you  tali 
of  the  siege  of  Leith,  and  I  have  seen  the  plac»-a 
pretty  kino  of  a  hamlet  it  is,  with  a  plain  waU,  or 
nmpart^d  a  pigeon-house  or  so  of  a  tower  at  eveiy 
angle.  tJds  daggere  and  scsbbards,  if  a  baguar  of 
our  days  had  been  twenty-four  hoursi  not  to  ear  as 
many  monthik  before  it,  without  carnring  the  plact 
and  all  its  cocluofts,  one  after  another  by  pore  stocn^ 
they  wouki  have  deserved  no  bettet'  grace  than  the 
Pnrvost-Biarshal  gives  when  his  noose  is  reeved." 

;'  Saar,"  sakl  the  Chevalier,  "  Monsieur  le  Capi- 
taine^  I  vas  not  at  the  siege  of  the  petit  Lerth.  sad 
I  know  not  what  you  aay  about  the  cockloR;  rati 
will  sav  for  Monseigneur  de>SuPozzi,  that  he  under- 
stood the  grsndcjguerre,  and  waa  grand  csvsIl 
I^us  grand— that  is  more  Kreat,  it  may  be,  than  i 
of  thv  capitaines  of  Angletenre^  who  do  ^peak  very 
loudr-tenes,  Monaranr,  car  c'est  k  vous!" 

"O  Monsieur."  answered  the  Bwordsmmi\  "ws 
know  the  Frenchman  will  fight  well  behind  ma  bar- 
rier of  stone,  or  when  he  b  armed  With  back,  bieaii, 
andpot" 

''Pot!"  ezdahned  the  Chevalier,  "what  do  yos 
mean  by  pot—  do  you  mean  to  insult  me  among  mf 
noble  Ruesta?  Saar.  I  have  done  my  duty  aa  a  pauvR 
gentilhomme  under  the  Grand  Henri  liuatre,  both 
at  Courtrai  and  Yvry,  and,  ventre  saint  gris !  we- had 
neither  pot  nor  marmite^  but  dki  always  charge  id 
our  shut." 

**  Which  refutes  ano^ier  base  scandal,"  said  Lord 
Dalgamo,  laughing,  "alleging  that  linen  waa  acaxoe 
amoug  the  French  gentlemen-at-arms." 

Glemlemen  out  at  arms  and  elbows  both,  yoc 
mean,  my  lord."  said  the  captain,  fVom  the  bottoan 
of  the  table.  /*  Craving  your  lordriup's  pardon,  I  do 
know  aomethmgof  these  same  gens-d'armoa." 

We  will  spare  your  knowledge  at  presentfCaptatn. 
and  save  your  modesty  at  the  same  time  the  troobb 
of  teUmg  u«  how  that  knowledge  waa  acquirai" 
answerea  Lord  Dalgamo,  rather  contemptoourfy. 
J*  I  need  not  epeak  of  K,  my  lord,"  said  the  na 
of  war ;  *'  the  worid  knows  it-all,  perhaps,  but  Ik 
men  of  mohanr—the  poor  sneaking  dtixens  of  Lon- 
don, who  would  see  a  man  of  valour  eat  hie  voy 
huts  for  hunger,  ere  tkey  would  draw  a  farthuu 
from  then-  long  nurses  to  Hieve  them.  O,  if  a  brad 
of  the  honestfellows  I  have  seen  were  once  to  coiae 
near  that  cuckoo'a  nest  of  theirs  f 

"A  cuckoo's  nest!— and  that  said  of  the  dty  of 
London  I"  said  a  gallant  who  sat  on  the  opMite 
side  of  the  table,  and  who,  wearing  a  splendid  and 
fashionable  dress,  seemed  yet  scarce  at  homa  in  it— 
"I  will  not  brook  to  hear  that  repeated."t 
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and  the  eiiiwn  of  London,  ii  taken  fren  a  burlewme  poaa 
celled  The  Counter  SovtRe,  that  it,  the  Scn/Ra  in  the  PriMa  tt 
Wood  itieet,  eo  called.  It  it  a  pieoe  of  low  bmneor,  whi<*  had 
at  the  tine  verjr  eootlderable  fogoe.  Tlie  priaooen,  it  tmm»» 
had  ftllen  into  a  dufiate  aaioniet  thenaelTea  "  vhich  nattnc 
wat  of  moet  i«|iute,**  and  a  lawyer  pat  ia  hit  daim  to  be  vMir 
highly  eonwdefed.    The  man  of  war  repelled  his  pntmtm  wiOi 


etienee  yielded  to  their  peraom  and  opinion!.  He  telle  a  etory  of 
6MA  Mauelf,  ffhrn  whioh Uappeara  that hn Jeeto Ir 
deal  io  the  line  of  the  calrfac    He  cauaed  a  mule  to 


tit  pel 


rBruMuet,  on  whom  lie  withed  Ip^ay^a  ^dc,^and 
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•*  *  Wein  MC  fbr  Ui,  taoa  ewad.*  4|wth  ha 
*  Where  wonldel  Hmmi  fky  to  ceta  Ae  9 
Bat  lo  deCMd  aaeli  thinf*  ae  Ihee 
^       Tie  plly ; 
rorsncn  as  yoa  estnein  m  least, 
Who  Ofar  haw  bean  ready  preat 
To  pmrd  yea  aad  ywvr  oaokoo^  nee^ 

The  City.' " 
The  oflboee  is  no  sooner  fiTcn  Uiaa  il  ia  eaa^tup  bya  §fi' 
lent  eltiaen,  a  goldsmith,  named  Btlts. 
"  *  Of  London  city  1  am  ftee, 
And  there  I  tint  my  wife  did  eee. 
And  tnm  that  vary  eaaee,'  reid  iw, 

' llove  it 
And  lie  diet  calls  ft  eockoVs  nest. 
Except  he  say  he  spvaks  in  jest, 
He  is  a  Tillaia  and  a  beast.- 

mpwraett* 
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"TVhat !"  fifud  the  soldier,  benduPK  a  most  terrific 
finown  firom  a  pair  of  broad  black  morowB,  handlin;^ 
Ifae  hilt  of  his  weapon  with  one  hand^  and  twirling 
with  the  other  his  huge  moatacltoe ;  "  will  you  quarrel 
^r  your  city  1" 

•*Ay,  many  will  I,"  replied  the  other.  "I  am  a 
citis«n,  I  care  not  who  knows  it ;  and  he  who  shall 
■peak  an  word  in  dispraise  of  the  city^  is  an  ass  and  a 
peremptory  gull,  and  I  will  break  nis  pate,  to  teach 
him  sense  and  manners." 

The  company,  who  probably  had  their  reasons  for 
not  Taluinfi;  the  eaptam's  courage  at  the  high  rate 
which  he  himself  put  upon  it,  were  much  entertained 
at  the  manner  in  which  thetjuarrel  was  taken  up  bv 
the  indignant  citizen:  and  they  exclaimed  on  ail 
•ides,  "WeU  rang;  Bow-beUl-^Wdl  crowed,  the 
oook  of  Saint  PauTsr— "  Sound  a  charge  ther&  or 
the  seedier  will  mistake  his  signals,  and  rptreat  when 
be  flhould  advance."  ^ 

**  V<ou  mistake  me,  gentlemen/'  said  the  captain, 
loeking  round  with  an  air  of  djgnitjf.  "I  will  but 
inquire  whether  this  cavaliero  citizen  is  of  rank  and 
deisree  fitted  to  measure  swords  with  a  man  of  action ; 
(for,  conceive  me,  gentlemen,  it  is  not  with  every  one 
UMt  I  can  match  myself  without  loss  of  reputation ;) 
and  in  that  case  he  shall  soon  hear  from  me  honour- 
•U3^  by  wayof  cartd." 

**  You  shall  feel  me  most  dishonourably  in  the  way 
%$  cadgel,"  said  the  citizen,  starting  up,  and  taking 
bis  sword,  which  he  had  laid  in  a  comer.  **  Follow 
me." 

''It  b  my  rjjsht  to  name  the  place  of  combat,  bv 
aU  the  rules  oithe  sword,"  said  the  captain ;  "  and 
I  4d  nominate  the  Maz&  m  Tothill-Fields,  for  place^ 
tvogentlemen,  who  snail  be  indifferent  judges,  for 
witBgBses|— and  for  time— let  me  say  this  day  fort- 
oAu  at  daybreak." 

And  I,"  said  the  citiien,  "  do  nominate  the  bow- 
/fflg-alley  behind  the  house  for  place,  the  presoit 
good  company  for  witnesses,  and  for  time  the  present 
moment" 

So  saying,  he  cast  on  his  beaver,  struck  the  soldier 
across  the  shoulders  with  his  sheathed  sword,  and 
ran  down  stairs.  The  captaui  showed  no  insunt 
alacrity  to  follow  him ;  yet,  at  Inst,  roused  by  the 
Uugh  and  sneer  around  hiin,  he  assund  the  com- 
pany, that  what  he  did,  he  would  do  deliberately,  and 
assuming  bis  hat,  which  he  put  on  with  the  air  of 
Ancient  Pistol,  he  descended  the  stairs  to  the  place 
of  combat,  where  his  more  prompt  adversary  was 
already  stationed,  with  his  swonf  unsheathed.  Of 
the  company,/  all  of  whom  seemed  highly  delighted 
with  the  approaching  fray,  some  ran  to  the  windows 
which  overlooked  the  bowling-alley,  and  others  fol- 
lowed the  combatants  down  stairs.  Nigel  could  not 
help  asking  Dalgamo  whether  he  would  not  inter- 
fisre  to  prevent  mi0chief. 

"It  woald  be  a  crime  against  the  public  mterest," 
answered  his  friend ; '"  there  can  no  mischief  happen 
between  two  such  originals,  which  will  notbeaposi- 
ti?e  benefit  to  society,  and  particularly  to  the  Cheva- 
lier's establishment,  as  he  calls  it.   I  have  been  as 
sick  of  that  captain's  foufi*  belt,  and  red  doublet,  for 
this  month  past;  as  e'er  I  was  of  aught ;  and  now  I 
hope  this  bold  hnendraper  will  cudffel  the  ass  out  of 
that  filthy  lion's  hide.     See,  NigeC  see  the  gallant 
dtizen  has  ta'en  his  ground  about  a  bowl's-cast  for- 
ward, in  the  midst  of  the  alley— the  very  model  of  a 
bog  m  armour.    Behold  how  he  prances  with  his 
manly  foot,  and  brandishes  his  blade,  much  as  if  he 
were  about  to  measure  forth  cambric  with  it.— See 
they  bring  on  the  reluctant  soldado,  and  plant  him 
opposite  to  his  fiery  antagonist,  twelve  paces  still 
dividing  them— Lo<  the  captain  draws  his  tool,  but, 
like  a  good  general,  looks  over  his  shoulder  to  secure 
For  thoufh  I  am  a  man  of  trade, 
'And  r^M  of  London  eitjr  made. 
Yat  eaq  I  ute  |ud,  bill,  and  blade. 
In  battle. 
And  cItizMM,  if  need  require. 
Themaelves  can  force  the  foe  retire, 
Whatevitr  thia  low  count ry  aquire 

May  prattle.* " 
The  diapote  temunatef  in  the  acoftle  whieh  ia  the  aul^eet  of 
Ixnpoem.    The  whole  maf  be  found  in  the  aeoond  edition  of 
Drjrden'aMiaeetlanr  ISmavoLiti.    17ie. 
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his  retreat,  in  case  the  worse  come  on't.  Behold  the 
valiant  shopkeeper  stoops  his  head,  confident,  doubt* 
lessj  in  the  civic  helmet  with  which  his  spouse  hat 
forufied  his  skull— Why,  this  is  the  rarest  of  sport« 
By  Heaven,  he  will  run  a  tilt  at  him  like  a  ram.''  • 

It  was  even  as  Lord  Dalgarno  had  anticipated :  for 
the  citizen,  who  seemed  auite  serious  in  his  zeal  for 
combat,  perceivinjg  that  the  man  of  war  did  not  ad- 
vance towards  him,  rushed  onwards  with  as  miicU 
good  fortune  as  courage,  beat  down  the  captain's 
guard,  and,  pressing  on.  thrust  as  it  seemed,  hie 
sword  clear  through  the  bodv  of  nis  antagonist,  wboii 
with  a  deep  groan,  measured  his  length  on  the  groun^ 
A  score  of  voices  cried  to  the  conoueror.  as  he  stooa 
fixed  in  astonishment  at  his  own  feat,  Away,  away 
vnth  you  I— fly,  tiy—Ay  by  the  back  door !— get  into 
the  Whitefiiars,  or  cross  the  water  to  the  Banksid& 
whUe  we  keep  off  the  mob  and  the  constables."  And 
the  conqueror,  leaving  his  vanquished  foeman  on  the 
groundjaed  accordiix^y,  with  all  speed. 

"  Bv  Heaven."  saioXord  Dalgarno,  "I  could  never 
have  believed  that  the  fellow  would  have  stood  to  te*, 
ceive  a  thrust— he  has  certamly  been  arrested  by  po- 
sitive terror,  and  lost  the  use  of  his  limbs.  See,  they 
are  raising  him." 

Stifi'and  stark  seemed  thecoipseof  the  s^vordsman, 
as  one  or  two  of  the  guests  raised  him  fivm  the  ground  { 
but,  when  they  besan  to  open  his  waistcoat  to  search 
for  the  wouQd  which  nowhere  existed,  the  man  of 
war  ooUected  his  scattered  spirits;  and,  conscious 
that  the  ordinary  was  no  longer  a  stage  on  which  to 
display  his  valour,  took  to  his  Heels  as  fast  as  be 
could  run,  pursued  by  the  laughter  and  shouts  of  th« 
company. 

**By  my  honour/'  said  Lord  Dalgarno,  '*he  takei 
the  same  course  with  his  conqueror.  I  trust  in  heavtt| 
he  \^1  overtake  him,  and  then  the  valiant  citizen  wiU 
supjpose  himself  haunted  by  the  ghost  of  him  he  hmi 
slam." 

"Despardieux,  milor,"  said  the  Chevalier,  "if  h< 
had  staid  one  moment,  he  should  have  had  a  torchon— 
what  you  call  a  dishclout,  pinned  to  him  for  a  piece 
of  shroud,  to  show  he  be  de  ghost  of  one  grand  fiin* 
faron." 

"In  the  meanwhile,"  said  Lord  Dalgarno,  "you 
wi)I  oblige  us.  Monsieur  le  Chevalier,  as  well  as  mam- 
tam  your  own  honoured  reputation,  bv  letting  yo^r 
drawers  receive  the  man-at-arms  with  a  cudgel,  in 
case  he  should  venture  to  come  this  wav  amn." 

"Ventre  saint  gris,  milor,"  said  the  Chfvalicr, 
"leave  that  to  me.— Begar,  the  maid  shall  throw  the 
wash-sud  upon  the  grand  poltron !" 

When  they  had  laughed  sufficiently  at  this  ludicroue 
occuTTence,  the  party  began  to  divide  themselves  into 
little  knot»— some  took  possession  of  the  alley,  lalii 
the  scene  of  combat,  and  put  the  fidd  to  its  proper ' 
use  of  a  bowling-ground,  and  it  soon  resounded  with 
all  the  terms  of  the  game,  as  "  run,  run— rub,  rub-^. 
hold  bias,  you  infernal  trundling  timber  I"  thus  making 
good  the  saying,  that  three  thmgs  are  thrown  away 
m  a  bowling-green,  namely,  tim^  money,  and  oaths. 
'  In  the  house,  many  of  the  gentlemen  betook  them- 
selves to  cards  or  dice,  and  parties  were  formed  at 
Ombre,  at  Basset,  at  Gleek,  at  Primero,  and  other 
games  then  in  fashion ;  while  the  dice  were  used  at 
various  games,  both  with  and  without  the  tables  aa 
Hazard,  In  and  In,  Passage,  and  so  forth.  The  play, 
however,  did  not  appear  to  be  extravagantly  dti«p ;  it 
was  certainly  conducted  with  great  decprum  and^fair- 
.ness ;  nor  dB  there  appear  any  thing  to  lead  the  young 
"^Scotsman  in  the  least  to  doubt  his  companion's  assu- 
rance, that  the  place  was  frequented  by  men  of  rank 
and  quality,  and  that  the  recreanqns,  they  adopted 
were  conducted  upon  honourable  principles^ 

Lord  Dalgarno  neither  had  proppsed  play  to  his 
friend,  nor  joined  in  the  amusement  hunself,  but  saun* 
tered  from  one  table  to  another,  remarking  the.  luck 
of  the  different  players,  as  well  fts  their  capaaty.  to 
avail  themselves  of  it,  and  exchanging  conversation 
with  the  highest  and  most  raBpectaoIe  of  the  guests. 
At  length,  as  if  tired  of  what  in  modem  phrase  would 
have  feen  termed  lounging,  he  suddenly  remembered 
that  Burbage  was  to  act  Shakspeare'sKing  Richard, 
at  the  Fortune,  that  afternoon,  and  that  he  could  not 
28 
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_.  J  ft  stranger  in  London,  like  Lord  Olenvarloch,  a 
Ducher  entertamment  than  to  can^  him  to  that  ex- 
hibition; "anleas,  indeed,'*  he  added,  in  a  whisper. 
**  there  ib  a  paternal  interdiction  of  the  theatre  as  well 
aa  of  the  ordinary.'* 

"  1  never  heard  mv  father  speak  of  stage-plays," 
said  Lord  Glenvarlocn,  "  for  they  are  shows  of  a  mo- 
dern date,  and  unknown  in  Scotland.  Yet,  if  what 
I  haVe  benrd  to  their  prejudice  be  tru^  I  doubt  much 
whether  he  would  have  approved  of  thern."  > 

"Approved  of  them  f  exclaimed  Lord  Dalffimo^ 
''why.  Greorse  Buchanan  wrote  tragedies,  and  his 
Itapil,  learned  and  wise  as  himself  goes  to  see  them, 
so  it  18  next  door  to  treason  to  abstain ;  and  the  cle- 
verest men  in  Enjsland  write  for  the  stage,  and  the 
pretdest  women  in  London  resort  to  the  playhouses, 
and  I  have  a  brace  of  nags  at  the  door  which  will  cany 
08  along  the  streets  like  wildfire,  and  the  ride  will  di- 
gest our  venison  and  ortolans,  and  dissipate  the  flimes 
of  the  wine,  and  s<\  let's  to  horse— Godd'en  to  you, 
gentlemen— Godd'en,  Chevalier  de  la  Fortune." 

Lord  Dalgamo's  grooms  were  in  attendance  with 
two  horses,  and  the  young  men  mounted,  the  proiirie- 
tor  upon  a  favourite  barb,  and  Nigel  upon  a  high- 
dressed  iennet,  scarce  less  beautiful.  As 'they  rode  to- 
wards tne  t)ieatre,  Lord  Oalgamo  nndeavoured  todis- 
eover  his  fnend's  opinion  of  the  company  to  which  he 
had  introduced  him,  and  to  combat  the  exceptions 
which  he  might  suppose  him  to  have  taken.  *And 
wherefore  lookest  tnou  sad,"  he  said,  "  my  pensive 
neophytel  Sage  son  of  the  Alma  Mater  of  Low-Dutch 
learning,  what  aileth  theel  Is  the  leaf  of  the  living 
world  which  we  have  turned  over  in  company,  less 
fairly  written  than  thou  hadst  been  Uught  to  expect  7 
Be  comforted,  and  pass  over  one  little  blot  or  two ; 
thou  wilt  be  doomed  to  read  through  many  a  page, 
as  black  as  Infamy,  with  her  sootv  pinion,  can  moke 
them.  Remember,  most  immaculate  Nigel,  that  we 
are  in  London,  not  Leyden— that  we  are  studying  life, 
not  lore.  Stand  buff  against  the  reproach  of  thine 
over-tender  conscience,  man,  and  when  thou  summcst 
upi  like  ji  good  arithmetician,  the  actions  of  the  day. 
before  you  balance  the  account  upon  your  pillow,  tell 
the  accusing  spirit,  to  his  brimstone  beard,  that  if  thine 
ears  have  heard  the  clatter  of  the  devil's  bones,  thy 
hand  hath  not  trowled  them— that  if  thine  eye  hath 
soen  the  brawling  of  two  angry  boys,  thy  blade  hath 
not  been  bared  in  their  fray.** 

"Now,  all  this  may  be  wise  and  veitty,"  replied  Ni- 
gel; "vet  I  own  I  carniot  think  but  that  your  lord- 
snip,  mid  other  men  of  good  quality  with  whom  we 
dined,  mi^ht  have  chosen  a  place  of  meeting  free  from 
the  intrusion  of  bullies,  and  a  better  master  of  your 
ceremonial  than  yonder  foreign  adventurer." 

"All  shall  be  amended,  Sancte Nigel le,  when  thou 
shalt  come  forth  a  new  Peter  the  Hermit,  to  preach 
a  crusade  against  dicing,  drabbing,  and  companv- 
keeping.  We  wjll  meet  for  dinner  in  Saint  Sepulchre  s 
Church;  we  will  dine  in  the  chancel,  drink  our  flask 
in  the  vestry,  the  parson  shall  draw  every  cork,  and 
,the  clerk  say  amen  to  every  health.  Comc^  mnn, 
cheer  up,  and  get  nd  of  this  sour  and  unsocial  hu- 
mour. Credit  me,  that  the  Puritans  who  object  to  us 
the  follies  and  the  frailties  incident  to  human  nature, 


door,  where  Lord  Dalgamo 
of  stools  upon  the  stage  for 


^y  procured  a  braos 

^ „ jis  companion  and  him- 
self, where,  seated  among  the  gallants  of  the  sains 
class,  they  had  an  opportunity  of  displaying  their  £ur 
dresses  and  fashionable  manners,  while  they  criticised 
the  piece  during  its  progress;  tnus  formmg,  at  dbe 
same  time,  a  conspicuous  part  of  the  speciad^  and 
an  important  proportion  ox  the  audience.       i 

Nigel  Olifaunt  was  too  eageriy  and  deeply  abaorbed 
in  the  interest  of  the  scene,  to  oe  capable  of  plaving 
his  part  as  became  the  place  where  he  was  seated. 
He  fdt  all  the  magic  of  that  sorcerer,  who  had  db« 
played,  within  the  paltry  circle  of  a  wooden  booth,  the 
long  wars  of  York  and  Lancaster,  compelling  the 
h^^roes  of  either  line  to  stalk  across  the  scene  in  lan- 
guage and  fashion  as  they  lived,  as  if  the  grave  bad 
given  up  the  dead  for  the  amusement  and  ipstniction 
of  the  living.  Burbage,*  esteemed  the  best  Richaid 
until  GarricK  arose,  play^  the  tyrant  and  usurper  vitk 
such  truth  and  Uveuness  that  when  the  Battleof  Boa- 
worth  seemed  concluded  by  his  death,  the  ideas  of  j» 
ality  and  deception  were  stronglv  contending  in  Liinf 
Glenvarloch's  imagination,  and  it  required  hin  to 
rouse  himself  from  nis  reverie,  so  strange  did  the  pro- 
posal  at  first  soimd,  when  his  companion  dedued 
King  Richard  should  sup  with  them  at  the  Mennttd. 
They  were  joined,  at  the  same  tim&  by  a  small  p«t» 
of  the  gentlemen  with  whom  they  had  dined,  whin 
they  recruited  by  inviting  two  or  three  of  the  meet 
accomplished  wits  and  poets,  who  seldonf  fafled  to 
attend  the  Fortune  Theatre,  and  were  even  but  loc 
ready  to  conclude  a  day  of  amusement  with  a  night 
of  pleasure.  Thither  the  whole  party  ad.iourned|  and 
betwixt  fertile  cups  of  sack,  excited  spiriis,  and  the 
emulous  wit  of  their  lively  companions,  seemed  to  r' 
alize  the  joyous  boast  of  one  of  Ben  Jonson's  c 
poraries,  when  reminding  the  bard  of 

_        «*Thott  lyric  ftMfci^ 

where  men  such  cluMen  had, 

▲■  mane  them  nobly  wild,  not  mad  ; 
While  ret  each  vene  or  Uiine 

Outdid  Uie  meat,  outdid  die  frolic  wim." 


CHAPTER  XIII. 


hav4^ themselves  the  vices  of  absolute  devils,  privy 
malice  and  backbiting  hypocrisy,  and  spiritual  pride 
in  all  i*s  presumption.    There  is  much,  too,  in  life 


which  iwe  must  see,  were  it  only  to  learn  to  shun  iu 
Will  Shakspcare,  who  lives  after  death,  and  who  is 
presently  to  afford  thee  such  pleasure  as  none  but 
nimself  can  confer,  has  described  the  gallant  Falcon- 
bridge  as  calling  that  man 


a  bastard  to  l.ie  time, 


That  doth  not  unack  of  obwnration : 

Which,  though  I  will  not  practise  to  deceive,     .  < 

Yet,  to  avoid  deceit,  I  mean  to  learn.' 

But  here  we  are  at  the  door  of  the  Fortune,  where  we 
shall  have  matchless  Will,  speaking  for  himself.— 
Goblin,  and  you  other  lout,  leave  tne  horses  \^  the 
grooms,  and  make  way  for  us  through  the  press." 

Thov  dismounied,  and  the  assiduous  rf!bns  of  Lu- 
tin,  clf)owing.  bullying,  and  proclaiming  his  master's 
name  and  title,  made  way  through  a  crowd  of  inur- 
liturinj  citizens,  and  clanioroua  apprentices,  to  tlie 


Let  the  pHmd  selmoD  ffoife  thefeathfr'd  h«ok. 
Then  itrike,  end  then  you  ha\-e  him— He  will  wiaoe ; 
Bpin  out  your  line  that  it  shall  whisde  fhmi  ro« 
6ome  twenty  yards  or  so,  yet  you  shall  Itave  nfn»— 
Marry  I  you  must  have  patience-  the  alont  rock 
Which  '\9  his  trust,  hath  edges  somethtnff  sharp  { 
And  Uie  deep  pool  hath  ooxe  and  sludfe  ooovfii 
To  mar  your  £ Jiiug— 'lem  you  are  more  carftHil. 

Alblati,  or  the  DraMU  Khtga. 

-  It  is  seldom  that  a  day  of  pleasure,  upon  review, 
seems  altogether  so  exquisite  as  the  partaker  of  tiia 
festivity  may  have  felt  it  while  passing  over  him.  JV»- 
gel  piiiaunt,  at  least,  did  not  feel  it  so,  and  it  required 
a  visit  froin  his  new  acquaintance,  Lord  Dalf^rno,  to 
reconcile  him  entirely  to  himself.  But  this  vist  took 
place  early  after  breakfast,  and  his  friend's  diacouraa 
was  prefaced  with  a  question,  How  he  liked  the  com* 
panvof  the  preceding  evening? 

*' Why,  excellently  well,*'  said  Lord  Glenvarloch; 
"only  I  should. have  liked  the  wit  better  had  it  ap- 
pcarod  to  flow  more  froely.  Every  man's  inventioa 
seemed  on  the  stretch,  and  each  extravagant  simUe 
seemed  to  set  one  half  of  your  men  of  Hit  into  a 

*  Burbage,  tvhom  Camdm  terms  anotltor  Roscins,  was  pmiba- 
bly  Uteonffinal  rpproscntative  of  Richard  III.,  and  acema^o  la«« 
been  party  almost  identiftrd  with  his  prototype.  Bishop  Corbel, 
in  hid  Iter  Bore^lo.  tells  ueUiat  miuc  host  of  Alarket  BoawwctM 
was  fXill  or  ale  and  history. 

'*  Ilrar  him.  See  you  yon  wood  J  there  Richard  kv 
Virli  his  whole  army :  look  tfie  other  way, 
And  to,  whers  Richmond,  in  a  field  of  aone, 
Encarou'd  liimsrif  in  mif  ht  and  all  his  force. 
Upon  this  hill  theyniHL    Why,  he  could  tell 
Th«)  inch  w  hnre  Riclimnnd  viood,  where  Richard  fell ; 
-  Rcfiides,  what  of  his  knowlvd^e  he  could  say, 
H«  had  outhentic  notice  fn>n»  llif  play, 
Which  I  micht  guen  by's  mustering  up  tbe  f boata 
And  policie*  n<H  inniderH  to  ho«ts  ; 
But  ciiicfly  by  that  one  iientpicuous  thing, 
Wliere  Iip  mistook  a  player  Tor  a  kinr, 
For  wbrn  lie  would  h.ivp  Koiri.  that  Rtcliard  died. 
And  call'«i,  n  honw »  a  horse  r  he  Burhace  cried/* 
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brown  fltndy  to  prodnce  aoniethiiig  which  should 
oat-herod  ir' 

*'And  wherefore  notT'  said  Lord  Dalgamo.  *'or 
what  are  these  fellows  fit  fi)M»ut  to  play  the  mtellect- 
aal  gladiators  before  us  1  He  of  them  who  declares 
hhnsetf  recreanL  should,  d— a  him,  be  restricted  to 
muddy  ale,  and  the  patronage  of  the  Waterman's 
Company.  I  promise  you,  that  mafiy  a  pretty  feUo  w 
has  been  mortally  wounded  with  a  quibble  or  a  car* 
wjtchet  at  the  Mermaid,  and  sent  from  thence,  in  a 
pitiable  eaute,  to  Wit's  hospital  in  the  Vintry.  where 
tbey  languish  to  this  day  amongst  fools  and  alder- 
men*" 

"It  may  be  so/'  said  Lord  Nigel;  "yet  I  could* 
$wetLi  by  my  honour,  that  last  night  I  seemed  to^be 
in  company  with  more  than  one  man  whose  genuis 
aod  learning  ought  either  to  have  placed  him  nigher 
ia  our  company,  or  to  have  withdrawn  him  altogether 
from  a  scene,  where,  sooth  to  spealc,  his  part  seemed 
unworthily  subordinate." 

**Now.  out  upon  your  tender  conscience,"  said 
fa>rd  Dalgamo;  "and  the  fico  for  such  outcasts  of 
Parnassus!  Why,  these  are  the,  very  leavings  of 
that  noble  banquet  of  pickled  herrings  and  Rhenish, 
which  lost  London  so  m^any  of  her  principal  wit- 
mongers  and  bards  of  misrule.  What  would  you 
have  said  had  you  seen  Nash  or  Green,  when  you 
interest  yourself  about  the  poor  mimes  you  supiped 
iviUi  last  night  1  Suffice  it,  they  had  their  drench 
wd  their  doze,  and  they  drank  and  slept  as  much  ob 
may  save  them  from  any  necessity  of  eating  till 
evening,  when,  if  they  are  industriquk  they  wiU  find 
patrons  or  players  to  feed  them.*  For  the  rest  of 
thor  wants,  they  can  be  at  no  loss  for  cold  water 
wtib  the  New  River  head  holds',  good ;  and  your 
dnMets  of  Parnassus  are  eternal  in  duration." 

*'V^1  and  Horace  had  more  efficient  patronage," 
Mid  Nigel. 

'Ay&^'  rffilied  his  countryman,  "  but  these  fellows 
■re  neither  Virgil  nor  Horace;  besides,  we  have  other 
^irits  of  another  sort,  to  whom  I  will  introduce  you 
eo  Aome  earljr  oocilsion.  Our  Swan  of  Avon  hath 
song  his  last;  out  we  have  stout  old  Ben,  with  as  much 
learning  and  genius  as  ever  prompted  the.treader  of 
sock  and  buskin.  It  is  not,  however,  of  him  I  mean 
now  to  speak :  but  I  come  to  pray  you,  of  dear  love, 
to  row  up  with  me  as  fiu  as  Richmond,  where  two 
or  three  of  the  gallants  whom  you  saw  yesterday, 
mean  to  give  music  and  syllabubs  to  a  set  of  beauties, 
with  some  curious  bright  eyes  among  them— such,,! 
rromise  you.  as  might  win  an  astrologer  from  ins 
worship  of  the  galaxy.  Hy  sister  leads  the  bevy,  to 
whom  X  desire  to  present  you.  She  hath  her  adnii- 
rers  at  Court;  ana  is  regarded,  though  I  might  dis- 
ponae  with  soimding  her  praise,  as  one  of  the  beauties 
of  the  tinie." 

There  was  no  refusing  an  engagement,,where  the 
presence  of  the  party  invited,  late  so  low  in  his  own 
regard,  was  demanded  by  a  lady  of  quality,  one  of 
the  choice  beauties  of  the  time.  Lord  Gicnvarloch 
accepted,  as  was  inevitable,  and  spent  a  lively  day 
among  the  gay  and  the  fair.  He  was  the  gallant  in 
attendance,  for  the  day,  upon  his  friend's  sister,  the 
beautiful  Countess  of  Blackchcster,  who  aimed  at 
once  at  supctiority  in  the  realms  of  fashion,  of  power, 
and  of  wit. 

She  waeL  indeed,  considerably  older  than  her  bro- 
ther, and  had  probably  completed  her  six  lustres; 
bat  the  deficiency  in  extreme  youth  was  more  than 
atoned  for,  in  the  most  precise  and  curious  accuracy 
in  attire,  an  early  aoc^ualntance  with  every  foreign 
mode,  and  a  peculiar  gift  in  adapting  the  knowledge 
which  she  acquired,  to  her  owu  particular  features 
and  complexion.  At  Cour^  she  knew  as  well  ,as 
tnv  lady  m  the  circle,  the  precise  tone,  moral,  politi- 
es, learned,  or  jocose,  in  which  it  was  proper  to 
*  The  eonditioo  of  man  of  wit  and  taleote  was  never  more 
iehuictMilf  then  about  thii  period.  Their  livei  were  so  imtfU' 
hr,  aa4  their  meaiM  of  Hrfnf  ao  prerarioaa,  that  thejr  were  a1- 
iMhatelr  riorinf  in  debandtery.  of  eiicnunteriM  and  itruvf  ling 
with  the  meanest  neeeaaitiee.  Two  or  three  iuct  thvir  li  vea  hy  a 
nrfeit  bRwfht  on  bjr  Uilit  fbtal  booquot  of  Rhnnish  wine  and 
pekled  herrmes,  which  ii  (kniiliar  to  thorn  who  study  the  licht- 
n  bteratura  orthat  afe.  TIte  whole  history  {«  a  mo«t  meianeholy 
pieMA  of  fvnhu.  dagfaded  at  ortee  by  lU  own  debauelierica, 
•ad  thepatroiMieof  baaitlMi  rakwaiHl  »n>flii«l«ik 


answer  the  Monarch,  according  to  his  prsvailing  h«- 
mour;  and  was  supposed  to  have  been  very  acdvey 
by  her  personal  inteitst.  in  procuring  her  husband  a 
high  situatioB,  which  the  gouty  old  viscount  could 
never  have  deserved  by  any  merit  of  his  own  com* 
monplace  conduct  and  tmderstauding. 

It  was  for  more  easy  for  this  lady  than  for  her  bro- 
ther, to  reconcile  so  young  a  courtier  as  Tx>rd  Glen- 
varloch  to  the  customs  and  habits  of  a  sphere  so  |iew 
to  him.  In  all  dvilited  society,  the  females  of  dis- 
tinguished rank  and  beauty  give  the  tone  to  manners, 
and,  tlupugh  these,  even  to  morals.  Lady  Bl&ck- 
chester  had,  besides,  interest  either  in  the  Court,  or  * 
over  the  Court,  Cfor  its  source  could  not  be  well  tra- 
ced,) which  created  friends,  and  overawed  those  Who 
might  have  been  diaposedto  play  the  part  of  enemies. 

At  one  time,  she  was  understood  to  be  closely 
leagued  with  the  Buckingham  familyj  vrith  whom 
her  brother  still  maintained  a  great  indrnvusy ;  and» 
although  some  coUness  had  taken  place  betwixt  the 
Countess  and  the  Duchess  of  Buckingham,  so  that 
they  were  little  seen  together,  and  the  former  seemed 
considerably  to  have  withdrawn  herself  into  privacy, 
it  was  whispered,  that  Lady  Blackchester's  mtsrest 
with  the  ^eat  favourite  was  not  diminished  ui  4son* 
sequence  of  her  breach  with  his  lady. 

Our  accounts  of  the  privato  Court  intrigues  of  that 
period,  and  of  the  persons  to  whom  they  wen  in- 
trusted, are  not  full  enough  to  enable  us  to  pronomce 
upon  the  various  reports  which  arose  out  of  the  eir- 
cumstanoes  we  have  detailed.  It  is  enough  to  say, 
that  Lady  Blackchester  possessed  great  influence  on 
the  circle  around  her.  both  from  her  beauty,  her  abi- 
lities and  her  reputed  talents  for-Court  intngue ;  and 
that  iNigel  Olifaunt  was  not  long  of  eneriendng  ita 
power,  as  he  became  a  slave  in  some  degree  to  that 
4)00168  of  habit,  which  carries  so  many  men  into  a 
certain  society  at  a  certain  hour,  without  expecting  or 
receiving  any  partictdar  degree  of  gratification,  or 
even  anausement. 

filis  life  for  several  weeks  may  be  thus  described. 
The  (mhnary  was  no  bad  introducdon  to  the  business 
of  the  day ;  and  the  young  lord  quickly  found,  thai  if 
the  society  there  was  not  always  irreproachable,  still 
it  fonhed  die  most  convenient  and  agreeable  place  of 
meeting  with  the  ftshionable  parues,  with  ^nom  he 
visited  Hyde  Park,  the  theatres,  and  other  places  of 
public  resort,  or  joined  the  gay  and  glittering  circle 
which  Ladv  Blackch^ter  had  assembled  around  her. 
Neither  did  he  entertain  the  same  scrupulous  honor 
which  led  him  originally  even  to  hesitate  entering 
mto  a  place  where  gaming  was  permitted ;  buL  on 
the  contrary,  began  to  admit  the  idea,  that  as  there 
could  be  no  harm  in  beholding  such  recreation  when 
only  indulged  in  to  a  moderate  degree,  so,  from  a 
panty  of  reasoiunA  there  cotdd  be  no  objection  to 
joining  in  it,  always  under  the  same  restrictions.  But 
the  yoiuig  lord  was  a  Scotsman,  habituated  to  early 
reflection,  and  totally  unaccustomed  to  any  habit 
which  inferred  a  careless  risk  or  profuse  waste  of 
money.  Profusion  was  not  his  natural  vice,  or  one 
Ukely  to  be  acquired  in  the  course  of  his  education : 
and,  in  all  probability,  while  his  father  anticipated 
with  noble  horror  the  idea  of  his  son  approaching  the 

Kmmg-table,  he  was  more  startled  at  the  idea  o#hi8 
coming  a  gaining  than  a  losing  adventurer.  The 
second,  according  to  his  principles,  had  a  termina 
tion,  a  sad  one  indeed,  in  the  loss  of  temporal  fortune 
—the  first  quality  went  on  increasing  the  evil  which 
he  dreaded,  and  perilled  at  once  both  ood/  and  aotd. 

However,  the  old  lord  might  ground  his  apprehen- 
mon,  it  was  so  far  verified  by  his  son's  conduct,  tliat, 
from  an  observer  of  the  various  games  of  chance 
which  he  witnessed,  he  came,  by  degrees,  by  mode- 
rate hazards,  and  small  bets  or  wagers,  to  take  a 
certain  interest  in  them.  Nor  coidd  itbe  denied,  that 
his  rank  and  expectations  entitled  him  to  hazard  a 
few  pieces  (for  his  game  ^ront  no  deeper)  againet  per- 
sons, who,  from  the  readiness  with  which  they  stnVed 
their  money,  might  be  supposed  well  able  to  anotd  to 
lose  it. 

It  chanced,  or,  perhaps,  according  to  the  common 
belief;  his  evil  genius  had  so  decreed;  that  Nigel's  ad- 
ventures were  remarkably  succcssfuL    He  was  cein- 
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pente,  eautiona,  co^I-headed,  had  a  atrong  memonr, 
and  a  ready  power  of  calculation ;  was  beaidee,  of  a 
darins  and  intrraiid  character,  one  upon  whom  no  one 
that  had  looked  even  alighily,  or  spoken  to  thoufth 
but  haatily,  would  readily  have  ventured  to  practice 
any  thing  approaching  to  trick,  or  which  reguiFed  to 
be  supported  by  inlimidation.  While  Lord  Glenvar- 
loch  cBoae  to  play,  men  played  with  him  regularly, 
or,  according  to  the  phraae,  lipon  (he  square;  and,  aa 
he  found  his  hick  change,  or  wished  to  hazard  his 
good  fortune  no  farther,  the  more  professed  votaries 
of  fortune,  who  frequented  the  houae  of  Monsieur  le 
Chevalier  de  Saint  Priest  Beaiueu,  did  not  venture 
openly  to  express  theif  displeasitfe  at  his  rising  a 
winner.  But  when  this  happened  repeatedly,  the 
gamesters  murmured  amongst  themselves  equally  at 
the  caution  and  the  aucoess  of  the  young  Scotsman ; 
and  be  became  far  from  bang  a  popular  character 
among  their  society. 

It  was  no  alight  inducement  to  the  oonlnraance  of 
this  most  evil  habit,  when  it  was  once  in  some  degree 
acquired,  that  it  aeemed  to  place  Lord  Glenvarloch, 
hauc^ty  as  he  naturally  was,  beyond  the  necessity  of 
sub^tmg  himself  to  farther  pecuniary  obligations, 
which  his  prolonged  residence  in  London  must  other- 
wise have  rendered  necessary.  He  had  to  solicit  from 
the  ministers  certain  foims  of  ofiice,  which  were  to 
render  his  sign-manual  effectually  uaeftil ;  and  these, 
though  they  could  not  be  denied,  were  delayed  in  such 
a  manner,  as  to  lead  Nigel  to  believe  there  was  some 
secret  opposition,  which  occasioned  the  demur  in  his 
business.  His  own  impulse  was^  to  have  appeared  at 
Court  a  second  time,  with  the  lung's  siffn-mannal  in 
his  pocket,  and  to  have  appealed  to  his  Majesty  him- 
self; whether  the  delay  of  the  public  officers  ought  to 
render  his  royal  generosity  unavailing^  But  the  Lord 
Hantinglen,  that  good  old  peer,  who  had  so  frankly 
mterfiared  m  his  behalf  on  a  former  occasion,  and 
whom  he  occaaioaaliy  visited,  greatly  dissuaded  him 
from  a  similar  adventure,  and  exhorted  him  quietly  to 
await  the  deliverance  of  the  ministers^  which  should 
set  him  free  from  dancins  attendance  in  London. 

Lord  Dalgarno  joined*^  his  father  in  deterring  his 
young  frieQdrfh>m  a  second  attendance  at  Court,  at 
(east  till  he  was  reconciled  with  the  Duke  of  Bucking- 
ham—" a  maUer  in  which,"  he  said,  addressing  his 
father,  "  I  have  offered  niy  poor  assistance,  without 
being  able  to  prevail  on  Lord  Nigel  to  moike  any*- 
aot  even  the  least-^submission  to  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
inflrham." 

^  By  my  faith,  and  I  hold  the  laddie  to  be  in  the 
right  on' t,  Malcolm !"  answered  the  stout  old  Scots 
lord.-*"  What  ridit  hath  Buckinj^ham,  or,  to  speak 
plainly,  the  soir  of  Sir  George  Vilhers,  to  expect  hom- 
age and  fealty  from  one  more  noble  than  himself  by 
eight  quarters  1  I  heard  him  myself  on  no  reason 
that  I  could  perceive,  term  Lord  Nigel  his  enemv ; 
and  it  will  never  be  by  my  counsel  that  the  lad  speaks 
soil  word  to  him,  till  he  recalls  the  hard  one." 
•  "  That  is  precisely  my  advice  to  Lord  Glenvarloch," 
answered  Lord  Dalganio }  '*  but  then  you  will  admit, 
my  dear  father,  tiiat  it  would  be  the  risk  of  extremity 
for  our  friend  to  return  into  the  presence,  the  Duke 
being  his  enemy*-better  to  leave  it  with  me  to  take 
*  off  me  heat  of  the  distemperature,  with  which  some 
picktlianks  have  persuaded  the  Duke  to  regard  our 
friend." 

"  If  thou  canst  persuade  Buckingham  of  his  error, 
Mftloolm,"  said  his  father,  "  for  once  I  will  sny  there 
hath  been  kindness  and  honesty  in  Court  service.  I 
nave  oft  told  your  sister  and  yourself,  that  in  the  ge- 
neral I  esteem  it  as  lightly  as  may  be." 

"  You  need  not  doubt  my  doing  my  best  in  Nigel's 
ocml"  answered  Lord  Dalgarno:  but  vou  must 
think,  my  dear  father,  I  must  needs  use  slower  and 
ttemler  means  than  those  by  which  you  became  a 
iBVonrite  twenty  years  ago." 

"  By  my  faith,  I  am  afraid  thou  wilt,"  answered  his 
.  father.—"  I  tell  thee,  Malcolm,  I  would  sooner  wish 
mysalf  in  the  grave,  than  doubt  thine  honesty  or  ho- 
Bouri  vet  somehow  it  hath  chanced,  that  honest, 
reaiiy  service  hath  not  the  same  acceptance  at  Court 
which  it  had  in  my  younger  time— and  yet  you  rise 


''O,  the  time  permits  not  vinr dd-worid  wryio^ 
said  Lord  Dal^jirno ;  "  we  have  now  no  dailr  iiniffl 
rection^  no  nightly  attempts  at  asMntnation, 
were  tlie  fashion  in  tne  Scottish  Court  Yonrpron 
and  uncourteous  sword-in-hand  attendance  oa? 
Sovereign  is  no  longer  necessary,  and  would  be. 
unbeseeming  as  yourold-fashionea  eenring-meniri 
their  badges,  broadswords,  and  budLlers,  wouMlie 
a  court-mask.    Besides,  father,  loyal  haete  btk 
hiconveniences.    I  have  heard,  and  fnm  royil  1 
too,  that  when  you  struck  your  dagnr  into  u»ti 
tor  Ruthven,  it  was  with  such  little  eooadaiti 
that  the  point  ran  a  quarter  of  an  inch  into  then 
bnttock.    The  King  never  talks  of  it  but  he  nbi 

injured  partand  quotes  his  ^infandum roM 

dolorem.*  But  mis  comes  of  old  fashioni,  m 
wearing  ft  long  Liddesdale  wfnnser  insteui  of  i 
niard  of  Parma.  Vet  this,  my  dear  Jither,  pii 
prompt  end  valiant  service.  The  Klhg,  I  Ml 
could  not  sit  upright  for  a  fortnight,  tEougkal 
cushions  m  Falkland  were  placed  in  huoK 
state,  and  the  Provost  of  Dnnfermlinc^i  bomv 
the  boot  of  all." 

"It  is  alie,"  said  theold  Ear), "  a  falselfe,  fbrpti 
Hst  I— It  is  true  I  wore  a  dagger  of  servke  byB^i 
and  not  a  bodkin  like  yours,  to  pick  one'8  testhi 
at— and  for  prompt  seryice--0da8  noons!  it  dwi 
prompt  to  be  useful,  when  Kings  ars  ciying  tn 
and  murder  with  the  screech  of  a  half-torotllid 
But  you  young  courtiers  know  nought  of  theie 
ters,  andf  are  little  better  than  the  green  fjjeeK 
bring  over  from  the  Indies,  whose  only  ment  t« 
masters  is  to  repeat  their  own  words  afta  tki 
a  pack  of  mouthers,  and  flatterers,  sod  nr-ii 
Weill  am  old  and  nnablc  to  mend,  else  I  Koidd| 
all  off.  and  hear  the  Tay  once  more  fhngiiig  H 
over  the  Campsie  Lin." 

"  But  there  is  your  dinner-bell,  father,'*  Bikfl 
Dalgarno,  "which,  if  the  venison  I  sent  joa 
seasonable,  is  at  least  as  sweet  a  sound." 

"  Follow  me,  then,  youngsters,  if  you  K8t,"«i 
old  Earl ;  and  strode  on  from  the  alcove  miAk 
conversation  was  held,  towards  the  hotue^li 
by  the  two  young  men.  ^. 

In  their  private  discourse  Lord  DalganivU 
trouble  in  dissuading  Nigjpi  from  going  hnN 
to  Court ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  oflenW 
him  of  a  previous  introduction  to  the  Duke  of 
ingham,  were  received  by  Lord  Glenvarioa  ^ 
positive  and  contemptuous  refusal.  His  fHend 
ged  (^19  shoulders,  as  one  who  claims  the  n 
having  given  to  an  obstinate  friend  the  best  o 
and  desires  to  be  held  free  of  the  consequences 
pertinacity. 

As  for  the  ^ther,  his  table  indeed,  and  bis 
quor,  of  which  he  was  more  profuse  than  ne 
were  at  the  command  of  his  young  frbnd,  u 
his  best  advice  and  assistance  in  the  prosecni 
his  affairs.   But  Lord  Hun  tinmen's  interest  wi 
apparent  than  real )  and  the  credit  he  had  i 
by  his  gallant  defence  of  the  King's  person, 
carelessly  managed  by  himself,  and  so  easily 
by  the  favourites  and  ministers  of  the  Sot 
that,  except  upon  one  or  two  occasion^  wh 
King  was  in  some  measure  taken  by  surpriM. 
the  case  of  Lord  Glenvarloch,  the  royal  boun 
never  efficiently  extended,  either  to  himself  oi 
friends. 

"  There  never  ssras  a  man,"  said  Lord  Di 
whose  shrewder  knowledge  of  the  English 
saw  where  his  father's  deficiency  lay,  "  that 
so  perfectly  in  his  power  to  have  made  his^ 
the  pinnacle  of  fch-ume  as  my  poor  father, 
acquired  a  right  to  build  op  the  staircase,  stcv 
slowly  and  surely,  letting  every  boon,  ^hich 
gcd  year  after  year,  become  in  its  turn  the 
place  for  the  next  annual  grant.    But  your  ft 
shall  not  shipwreck  upon  the  aame  coast,  Ni 
would  conclude.    "  It  I  have  fiswer  means  i 
encethan  my  father  ha&  or  rather  had,  till  £ 
them  away  for  butts  of  sack,  hawks,  bourn 

sucii  carrion,  I  can,  far  better  than  he, ' 

which  I  possess  ;  and  that,  my  dear  Nigel 
I  gaged  in  your  behalf    Do  not  be  Buq»rised 
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«d  that  you  now  see  ne  losf  tkaa  fiNrraeriv  r  The  gtng- 
buDUng  is  commenced,  and  the  Prince  looks  that  I 
should  attend  him  more  frequently.  I  must  also 
maintain  my  attendance  on,  the  Duke,  that  I  may 
bave  an  opportunity  of  pleadiofl^  your  cauM  when  oc* 
caaion  shall  permiu" 

"I  have  no  cause  to  plead  before  the  Duke,*'  said 
ITjffeLffravely  j  "I  have  siiid  so  repeatedly." 

^Why,  I  meant  the. phrase  no  otherwise,  thou 
duoiiah  and  suspicious  disputant,"  answered  Dalgar- 
DO,  *'  than  as  I  am  now  pleadiiw  the  Duke's  cause 
with  thee.  Surely  I  only  mean  to  claim  a  share  in  our 
wyal  master^s  favouhfe  benediction,  Beati  paciJicL" 
Upon  several  occasions,  iK}rd  Olenvarloch's  con- 
Tersations,  both  with  the  old  Earl  and  his  son,  took 
a  similar  turn  and  had  a  like  conclusioB.  He  some- 
times felt  as  if^  betwixt  the  one  and  the  other,  not  to 
mention  the  more  unseen  and  unboested,  but  acarce 
kss  certain  influence  of  Lady  Blackchester,  his  afiair, 
ample  as  it  had  beaune,  might  have  been  somehow 
accelerated.  But  it  was  equally  impossible  to  doabt 
tile  rough  honesty  of  the  father,  and  the  eager  and 
officious  frisndshq;)  of  Lord  Dalgarno ;  nor  was  it  easy 
to  suppose  that  the  countenance  of  the  ladv,  by  whom 
he  was  received  with  such  distinction,  woula  be  want- 
in^  could  it  be  eflectual  in  his  service. 

Niael  was  farther  sensible  of  the  truth  of  what 
lord  Dalgarno  often  pointed  out,  that  tbe  favourite 
boDg  supposed  |o  be  bis  m^emy,  every  petty  officer, 
thfQQgh  whose  hands  his  affair  must  necessarily  pass, 
WMU  desire  to  make  a  merit  of  throwing  obstacles 
iahis  way,  which  he  could  only  surmount  by  steadi« 
MS  and  patience,  unless  he  preferred  closing  the 
bnuk,  or,  as  Lord  Dalgarno  called  it,  making  his 
mwith  the  Duke  of  Buckingham. 

k      Hi|»I  might,  and  doubtless  would,  have  had  re- 
em  to  the  advice  of  his  frietid  George  Heriot  up- 
si Jus  occasion,  having  found  it  so  advanta^TBOus  for- 
iBony ;  but  the  only  time  he  saw  him  after  their  visit 
to  Court,  he  found  the  worthy  citizen  engaged  in  has- 
Jpreparaiion  for  a  journey  to  Paris,  open  business 
«  great  im^rtance  in  t)iq  way  of  his  profession,  and 
van  e^ecial  commission  from  tlie  Court  and  the 
Me  of  Buckingham,  which  was  likely  to  be  attend- 
CI  with  oonsiderabLe  profit.    The  good  man  smiled 
like  named  the  Duke  of  Buckinghun.  He  had  been, 
Maaid,  pretty  sure  that  his  disgrace  in  that  quarler* 
Vdold  not  be  of  long  duration, 
lord  GlenvarlocE  expres^sed  himself  rejoiced  at 
thar  reconciliation,  observing,  that  it  had  been  a 
i»>6t  painful  reflection  to  him,  that  Master  Henot 
ttould,  in  his  behaU;  have  incurred  the  dislike,  and 
perhaps  exposed  himself  to  the  ill  offices,  of  so  pow- 
eifiil  a  favourite. 

\  "My  lord,"  said  Heriot,  "for  your  fether's  son  I 
would  do  much ;  and  yet  truly,  if  I  know  myself^  I 

;  WMild  do  as  much,  ana  risk  as  much,  for  the  sake  of 
Jttttice,  in  the  case  of  a  much  more  insigniflcant  per- 
son, as  I  have  ventured  for  yours.  But  as  we  shall 
not  meet  for  some  time,  I  must  commit  to  your  own 
wisdom  the  farther  prosecution  of  this  matter.'* 

And  thus  Uiey  took  a  kind  and  affectionate  leave 
«  ftach  other. 

.Tlere  were  other  changes  in  Lord  Glenvarloch's 
■itnation,  which  require  to  be  noticed.  His  present 
•ccupations.  and  the  habits  of  amusement  which  he 
htd  aoquireo,  rendered,  his  living  so  far  in  the  city  a 

k  (oasiderable  inconvenience.  He  may  also  have  be- 
come a  little  ashamed  of  his  cabin  on  Paul's  Wharf; 
itti  desirous  of  being  lodged  somewhat  more  accord- 
qgto  his  quality.  For  this  purpose,  he  had  hired  a 
^l  apartment  near  the  Temple.    He  was,  never- 

i  lyesa,  almost  sorry  for  what  he  had  done,  when  he 
ibierved  that  his  removal  appeared  to  inve  some 

i  Pirn  to  John  Christie,  and  a  great  deal  to  nis  cordial 
V)d  offick)us  landlady.  The  former,  who  was  grave 
>ld  saturnine  in  every  thing  he  did,  only  hoped  that 
11  had  been  to  Lord  Glenvarloch's  mind,  and  that 
■had  not  left  them  on  account  of  any  unbeseeming 
Jiffiligence  on  their  p^rt.  But  the  tear  twinkled  in 
Ime  Nelly's  eye,  while  she  reconnted  the  various 
dnprovements  ane  had  made  in  the  apartment,  of 
ftpress  purpose  to  render  it  more  convenient  to  his 
unlsbiB 


•'There  was  a  great  sea-diest,"  she  said,  "had 
been  taken  up  stairs  to  the  stiopman's  garret,  though 
It  left  the  poor  lad  scarce  eighteen  inches  of  opening 
to  creep  betwixt  it  and  his  bed ;  and  Heaven  knew^— 
she  did  not— whether  it  could  ever  be  brought  down 
chat  narrow  stair  again.  Then  the  turning  the  closet 
into  an  alcove,  had  cost  a  matter  of  twenty  round 
shillings ;  and  to  be  sure,  to  any  other  lodger  but  hiv 
lordship,  the  closet  was  more  convenient.  There 
was  all  the  linen,  too,  which  she  had  bought  oa 
purpose— But  Heaven's  will  be  done— she  was  re- 
signed."   ■' 

Every  body  likes  marks  of  personal  attachment ; 
and  Nis^el,  wtiose  heart  reallsr  smote  him,  as  if  in  his 
rising  fortunes  he  were  disdaining  the  lowlv  accom- 
modations and  the  civilities  of  ine  humble  friends 
which  had  been  but  lately  actual  favours,  failed  not 
by  every  assurance  in  his  power,  and  by  as  liberal 
payment  as  they  couk)  be  prevailed  upon  to  accept^ 
to  alleviate  the  soreness  of  their  feelings  at  his  de- 
parture ;  and  a  parting  kiss  from  the  fair  lips  of  his 
hostess  Sealed  his  forgiveness. 

Richie  Moniplkss  lingered  behind  his  master,  to  ask 
whether,  in  case  of  need,  John  Christie  could  help  g 
canny  Scotsman  to  a  passage  back  to  his  own  coun- 
try ;  and  receiving  assurance  of  John's  interest  to 
that  effect,  he  said  at  pnrtini^t  ^.  would  remind  htm 
of  his  promise  soon—  For,  said  he,  "if  my  lord  is 
not  weary  of  this  London  life,  I  ken  one  that  a,  vide- 
licet, mysell ;  and  I  am  wed  determined  to  see  Ar- 
thur's Seat  again  ere  I  am  many  weeks  older." 
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Kngo,  wh7,  Blncp  i  hey,  boy— hore,  lir.  bara  (>. 
He'«  ffOM  and  off,  bat  Im'U  be  home  before  vm  ;— 
Ttt  the  meet  wayward  cure'er  mamblud  bone, 
Ordogf'd  a  naster'a  footatep.— Binfo  iovas  me 
Better  tban  ever  b«f  gar  lovad  hit  alma ; 
Yet,  when  be  Ukedfueh  humour,  you  may  coax 
Street  MistreM  Pantaay,  your  worship*!  roiatreis, 
Ottiof  her  Mllea  moo<fa,  as  aoon  as  Bingo. 

Tkt  Domtni$  mdhU  D$f. 
RicBiB  MoKiFLxss  was  as  good  as  his  word.  Two 
or  three  mornings  after  the  young  lord  had  possessed 
hunaelf  of  his  new  lodginsps,  he  app^u^  before  Nigel, 
as  he  was  preparing  to  dress,  having  left  his  pillow 
at  an  hour  much  later  than  had  formerly  been  his 
custom. 

^  'Nigel  looked  upon  his  attendant,  he  observMl 
there  was  a  gathering  gloom  upon  his  solemn  fea- 
tures, which  expressed  either  additional  importance, 
or  superadded  discontent,  or  a  portion  of  both. 

"  How  now,"  he  saul,  "  what  is  the  matter  this 
morning,  Ricme,  that  you  have  made  your  face  so 
like  the  grotesque  mask  on  one  of  the  spouts  yon- 
der?" pomting  to  the  Temple  Church,  of  which  Go-  • 
thic  building  they  bad  a  view  from  the  window. 

Richie  swivelled  his  h^  a  little  to  the  right  with 
as  little  alacrity  as  if  he  had  the  crick  in  his  neck,  ana 
instantly  resuming  his  posture,  replied—"  Mask  here, 
mask  there—it  were  nae  such  matters  that  I  have  to 
speak  anent." 

"And  what  matters  bave  you  to  speak  anent. 
thedf  said  his  master,  whom  ch-eumstances  had 
inured  to  tolerate  a  good  deal  of  fireedom  from  hie 
attendant. 

"My  lord,"— said  Richie,  and  then  stopped  to 
cough  and  hem,  as  if  what  he  had  to  say  stuck 
somewhat  in  his  throat 

"I  guess  the  mystery."  said  Nigel,  "you  want  a 
litde  money,  Richie;  will  five  pieces  serve  the  pre- 
sent turn?"    • 

"  My  lord,"  said  Richie,  "I  may.  it  is  Hke,  want  a 
trifle  of  money ;  and  I  am  glad  at  the  same  time  and 
sorry,  that  it  is  mair  plenty  with  your  lordship  than 
formerly." 

"Glad  and  sorry,  man  I"  said  Lord  Nigel,  "why 
you  are  reading  riddles  to  me,  Richie." 

"My  riddle  will  be  briefly  read,"  said  Richie;  **l 
come  to  crave  of  your  lordship  your  commands  for 
Scotkind." 

"  For  Scotland !— why,  art  thou  mad,  man  7"  said 
Nigel ;  "  canst  thou  not*tarry  to  go  down  with  me 'I* 
28* 
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tOuT.lft?. 


"I  could  be  of  liule  service,"  taiJ  Richie,  "since  ' 
you  purpose  to  hire  anotlicr  page  and  fiioom." 

"Why,  thou  jealous  nse,  said  the  young  lord, 
**  will  not  thy  load  of  duty  he  the  lighter?— Go,  take 
thy  hreakfast,  and  drink  iny  ale  douole  strong,  to  put 
•uch  absurdities  out  of  thy  head^l  could  be  an^y 
^vith  thoe  for  thy  folly,  man— but  I  remember  how 
thou  hast  stuck  to  me  in  adversity." 

"  Adversity,  my  loitj,  should  never  have  parted  us," 
said  Richie  >  methinka,  had  the  warst  come  to  warst, 
I  could  have  starved  as  gallantly  as.your  lordship,  or 
more  so,  being  in  some  sort  used  to  it ;  fo^  though  I 
was  bred  at  a  flesher's  sull,  I  have  not  through  my 
life  had  a  constant  intimacy  with  coUops." 

yNow,  what  is  the  meaning  of  all  this  .trash?" 
said  Nigel ;  "or  has  it  no  other  end  than  to  provoke 
my  patience?  You  know  well  enough,  that,  hod  I 
twenty  serving-men,  I  would  hold  tne  faithful  fol- 
lower that  stood  by  me  in  my  distress  the  most  valu- 
ed of  them  all.  But  it  is  totally  out  of  reason  to 
plague  mc  with  your  solemn  capnccioa." 

'*My  lord,"  said  Richie,  "  in  declaring  your  trust 
in  me,  you  have  done  what  is  honourable  to  yourself, 
if  I  may  with  humility  say  so  much,  and  in  no  wav 
undeserved  on  my  side.  Nevertheless,  we  must  part" 

"Body  of  me,  man,  why?"  said  Lord  Nigel*,  what 
reason  can  there  be  for  it,  if  we  are  mutually  satis- 
fied?" 

"My  lord,"  said  Richie Moniplies,  "your  lordship's 
occupadons  are  such  as  I  cannot  own  or  cotmte- 
nance  by  my  presence." 

"  How  now,  sirrah  I"  said  his  master  angrily. 

"Under  favour,  my  lord,"  replied  his  domestic,  "it 
18  unequal  dealing  to  be  equally  offended  by  my  speech 
and  by  mv  silence.  If  you  can  hear  with  patience 
the  grounds  of  my  departure,  it  may  be,  for  aught  I 
know,  the  better  for  you  here  and  hereafter— it  not, 
let  me  have  may  license  of  departure  in  siienoS)  and 
■o  no  mora  about  iu" 

"  Gh>  to,  sir!"  said  Nigel;  "q)eak  out  your  mind- 
only  remember  to  whom  you  speak  .t. , 

Weel,  weel,  my  lord— I  speak  it  with  humility;" 
(never  did  Richie  look  with  more  starched  dignity 
than  when  he  uttered  the  v/o/d;)  "  but  do  you  tnink 
this  dicing  and  card-shuffling,  and  hauntingof  tavernfl 
and  playhouses,  suits  your  lord^hip-^or  I  am  stire  it 
does  not  suit  me  ?" 


fool?"  said  Lord  Olenvarloch,  laughing,  though  be- 
twixt resentment  and  shame,  it  costnim  some  trouble 
to  do  so. 

"  My  lord,"  replied  the  follower.  "  I  ken  the  pur- 
port ofyour  query.  I  am,  it  may  be,  a  little  of  a  precisian, 
and  I  wish  to  Heaven  I  was  mau-  worthy  of  the  name; 
but  Jet  that  be  a  pass- over.— I  have  stretched  the 
duties  of  a  serving-man  as  far  as  my  northern  con- 
pcience  will  permit.  I  cap  give  my  gude  word  to  my 
master,  or  to  my  native  country,  when  I  am  in  a 
foreign  land,  even  though  I  ^should  leave  downright 
truth  a  wee  bit  behind  me.  "  Ay,  and  I  will  take  or 
i;ive  a  slash  with  ony  ,man  that  speaks  to  the  deroga- 
tion of  either.  But  this  chambering,  dickig,  and  play- 
{launting.  is  not  my  element— I  can  not  draw  breath 
^  in  it— and  when  I  hear  of  your  lordship  winning  the 
*  siller  that  some  poor  creature  may  full  sairlv  miss- 
by  my  saul,  if  it  wad  serve  your  necessity,  rather  than 
you  gained  it  from  him,  I  wad  tak  a  jump  over  the 
hedge  with  your  lordship,  and  cry  *  Stand !'  to  the  first 
grazier  we  met,  that  was  Coming  from  Smithfield  With 
the  price  of  his  Essex  calves  in  his  leathern  pouch." 
"Vou  are  a  simpleton,"  said  Nigel,  who  felt,  how- 
ever, much  conscience-struck ;  "  I  never  play  but  for 
small  sums." 

"  ^y,  my  lord,"  replied  the  unyielding  domestic, "  and 
— «tilf  witn  reverenoe— it  is  even  sae  much  the  waur. 
If  you  plaved  with  your  equals,  there  might  be  like 
•in,  but  there  wad  be  mair  warldly  honour  in  it. 
Your  lordship  kens,  or  may  ken  by  experience  of  your 
ain,  whilk  is  not  as  yet  mooy  weeks  auld,  that  small 
mims  can  ill  be  missed  by  those  that  have  nane  larger; 
and  I  maun  e'en,  be  plain  with  you,  that  men  notice 
it  of  your  lordship,  that  ye  play  wi'  nane  but  the  mis- 
guided creatures  tnat  can  bu:  a^ord  to  lose  bare 
•takea" 


"  No  man  doirj  say  m  !**  replied  Ntgel,  very  ongifly. 
"  I  play  with  whom  1  please,  but  I  will  only  piny  fir 
what  stake  1  please." 

"  That  is  just  what  they  say.  my  lord,"  satd  the 
unmerciful  Richie,  whose  natural  bvo  of  lecturhu;  u 
well  as  his  bluntness  of  foeUng,  prevented  him  from 
having  any  idea  of  the  pain  which  he  was  ihfhiiin} 
on  his  master;  "  these  are  even  their  own  very  woidi 
It  was  but  yesterday  your  lordship  was  pleased,  at 
that  sameordinar\',  to  win  from  yonder  young  baRhu 
gentleman,  with  the  crimson  velvet  doublet,  and  tfae 
cock's  feother  in  his  beaver— him,  I  mean,  iHio 
fought  with  the  ranting  captain— a  matter  of  fin 
pounds,  or  thereby.  I  saw  him  come  through  th« 
hall )  and,  if  he  was  not  cleaned  out  of  eroas  and 
pil&  1  never  saw  a  ruined  man  in  my  life." 

"Impossible!"  said  Lord  Gienvarloch— "Why, 
who  is  ne?  he  looked  like  a  man  of  substance." 

"  All  is  not  gold  that  glistens,  my  lord,"  rbU 
Richie;  ^* 'broidery  and  bullion  buttons  make  ma 
pouches.  And  if  you  ask  who  he  is— maybe  I  hmt 
guess,  and  care  not  to  tell." 

"  At  leastf  if  I  have  done  any  such  a  feSov  n 
injury,"  said  the  Lord  Nigel,  "let  me  know  how  I 
can  repair  it." 

*'  Never  fash  your  beard  about  that,  mr  lori-nnih 
reverence  always/*  said  Richie,—**  he  snail  be  nit- 
bly  eared  after.  Think  on  him  but  aa  ane  wha  WH 
running  post  to  the  devil,  and  got  a  shoulderini 
from  your  lordship  to  help  him  on  his  journey,  fig 
I  will  atop  him,  if  reason  can ;  and  so  your  lordihf 
needs  ask  nae  mair  ibovt  it,  for  there  is  no  use  ii 
your  knowing  it,  but  much  the  contrair." 

**  Hark  vou  sirrah,"  sakl  his  master,  "I  bavebofM 
with  you  thus  far,  for  certain  reasons;  but  riNoeaf 
good-nature  no  farthei^--and  since^on  must  needs  A 
why.  go  a  God's  name, and  here  is  to  pay  yourjcj^ 
ney.''  .  So  saying,  he  put  g^ld  into  his  hand,  wUeh 
Ritchie 'told  over,  piece  by  pieces  with  the  utmoat.•^ 
curacy. 

"  Is  it  all  right— or  are  they  wanting  in  weight-«f 
what  the  devil  keeps  you.  when  your  hurry  was  9^ 
great  five  minutes  since  7*  said  the  young  brd,  not 
thoroughly  nettled  at  the  presumptuous  precisioa  wk 
which  Richie  dealt  forth  his  canons  of  morality. 

"  The  tale  of  coin  is  oomplet&'*  said  Richie,  ipr 
the  most  imperturbable  gravity ;  *'  and,  for  the  wcid( 
though  they  are  sae  scrupulous  in  this  town,  as  dm 
mouths  at  a  piece  that  is  a  wee  bit  light,  or  m 
has  been  cracked  within  the  ring,  my  sootL  ihf 
will  jump  at  them  in  Edinburgh  like  a  cock  tfi 
grosart.  Gold  pieces  are  not  so  plenty  there^  tbeniK 


Uie  pity  1"    . 

"  The  more  is  your  folly,  then,**  said  Nigd.  wnoii 
anger  was  only  momentary,  "  that  leave  the  wn 
where  there  is  enough  of  them." 

"  My  lord,"  said  Richie,  **  to  be  round  with  yoa  ml 
grace  of  God  is  better  than  gold  pieces.  When  uoo> 
Im,  as  you  call  yonder  Monsieur  Lutm,— aw  yoa 
might  as  well  call  him  Gibbet,  since  that  is  what  be 
is  like  to  end  in,— shall  recommend  a  r«ge  to  yoo,  J* 
will  hear  little  such  doctrine  as  ye  have  heard  from 
me.— And  if  they  were  my  last  words,**  he  aakL 
raising  his  voice,  "  I  would  say  you  are  misled,  aod 
are  forsaking  the  paths  which  your  honoinvbleiaihg 
trode  in ;  and,  what  is  more,  you  are  going— swl 
under  correction-— to  the  devil  ^-ith  a  dishclout,  forp 
are  laughed  at  by  them  that  lead  you  into  these  dil* 
orderea  bypaths." 

"  Laughed  at  1"  said  Nigel^  who,  like  others  of  w 
age,  was  more  sensible  to  ridicule  than  to  te^toa^ 
"  Who  dares  laugh  at  me?" 

"  My  lord,  as  sure  as  I  live  by  bread— nay,  more,ii 
I  am  a  true  man — and,  I  thhik,  your  lordship  nef^ 
found  Richie's  tongue  bearing  aught  but  the  tnituj 
unless  that  your  lordship^ s  credit,  my  cotmtr/s  pron 
or,  it  may  be,  some  sma'  occasion  of  my  ain,  maoeil 
unnecessary  to  promulgate  the  haiU  veritie,— I  nf 
then,  as  I  am  a  true  man,  when  I  saw  that  pmr  area- 
ture  come  through  the  ha',  at  that  ordinary,  wnijM 
accurst  (Heaven  forgive  me  for  swearingnof  0<4 
and  man,  with  his  teeth  set,  and  b's  hands  clcncnea, 
and  his  bonnet  drawn  over  his  brows  like  a  despenK 
i  man,  Goblin  said  to  me,  'There  goes  a  diuxgBW 
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chicken,  that  yom  masted  has  plucked  clean  enough ; 
it  will  be  long  ere  his  brdahip  niffle  a  feather  with  a 
eock  of  the  game.'  And  so,  my  lord,  to  speak  it  out, 
t£e  lackeys,  and  the  Kalian ts,  and  more  especially 
jroor  sworn  brother,  Lord  Dalgamo,  call  you  the 
iptrrow4iawk.— I  had  some  thought  to  have  cracked 
IJotin's  pate  for  the  speech,  but,  aAer  a',  the  contro- 
vany  was  not  worth  it." 

**  Do  they  use  such  terms  of  me  V*  said  Lord  Nigel. 
"Death  and  the  devil!" 

"And  the  devil's  dam,  my  lord,"  answered  Richie ; 
''they  are  all  three  busy  in  London.— -And,  besides, 
Lntin  and  his  master  laughed  at'  you,  mv  lord,  for 
letting  it  be  thought  that*--I  shame  to  speak  it— that 
^were  over  well  with  the  wife  of  the  decent  honest 
vm  whose  house  you  but  now  left,  as  not  etufndent 
br  your  new  bravery,  whereas  they  said,  the  licen- 
tious scofTers,  that  you  pretended  to  such  fEivour  when 
■m  had  not  courage  enough  for  so  fait  a  quarrel,  and 
uat  the  sparrow-hawk  was  too  craven-crested  to  fly 
at  the  ^ife  of  a  cheesenfionger."— He  stopped  a  mo- 
lant,  and  looked  fixedly  in  nis  master's  lace,  which 
wu  inflamed  with  shame  and  angeri  and  then  pro* 
eeedtd.  "My  lord,  I  did  you  justice  m  my  thought, 
md  myself  too ;  for,  thought  I,  he  would  have  been 
M  deep  in  that  sort  of  profligacy  as  in  others,  if  it 
badna  been  Richie's  four  quarters." 
J'Wbat  new  nonsense  nave  you  got  to  pla^e  me 
jntb?"  said  Lord  Nigel.  **  But  go  on,  sjnce  it  is  the 
m  time  I  am  to  be  tormented  with  your  imnerti- 
MBea^  go  on.  and  make  the  meet  of  your  time, 
"la  troth,''  said  Richie,  "and  so  will  I  even  do. 

am  as  Heaven  has  bestowed  on  me  a  tongue  to 

ipajund  to  advise" 

Which  talent  jrou  can  by  no  means  be  accused  of 

■ang  to  remain  idle^"  sakl  Lord  Glenvarloch, 

ttjjniting  him. 
Tim,  my  lord,"  said  Richi&  again  waving  his 

oiB<  as  if  to  bespeak  his  masters  suence  and  atten- 

A|B{'*Bo,  I  trust,  you  will  think  Some  time  hereafter. 
Aod,  as  I  am  about  to  leave  your  service,  it  is  proper 
|nl  ye  suld  know  the  truth,  that  ye  may  consider 
■tsnares  to  which-your  youth  and  innocence  may 
WCTposed,  when  auicfer  and  doucer  heads  are  with- 
«wn  from  beside  you.— There  has  been  a  lusty, 
gw-looking  kunmer,  of  some  forty,  or  bygane, 
Hnig  mony  apeerings  about  you,  mjr  lord." 
/Well,  sir,  ^hat  did  she  want  with  meT'  said 
Mid  Nigel. 
^  At  first,  my  Lord,"  replied  his  sanient  follower, 

M  she  seemed  to  be  a  well-fashioned  woman,  and 
jyake  pleasure  in  sensible  company,  I  was  no  way 
mctant  to  admit  her  to  my.  conversation." 

I  dare  say  not,"  said  Lord  Nigel ;  *'  nor  unwilling 
10 tell  her  about  my  private  affairs." 

Not  L  truly,  mvford,"  said  the  attendant ;— "for, 
ttoogh  she  asked  me  mony  questions  about  your 
wne,  your  fortune,  your  business  here,  and  such  like, 
I  did  not  thaik  it  proper  to  tell  her  altogether  the 
iwa  thereanent" 
^  "I  see  no  call  on  you  .whatever,"  .sakl  Lord  Wigel, 

to  tell  the  woman  either  truth  or  lies  upon  what  she 
W  nothing  to  do  with." 

I  thought  so,  too  my  lord,"  replied  Richie,  "  and 
!»I  told  her  neither." 

And  what  did  you  tell  her,  then,  you  eternal 
i  wbler?"  said  his  master,  impatient  of  his  prate,  yet 
<  MiouB  to  know  what  it  was  all  to  end  in. 

I  told  her,"  said  Richie,  "  about  your  warldlv  for- 

^.and  sae  forth,  something  whilk  is  not  truth  just 
vtkis  time;  but  which  hath  been  truth  formerly,  suld 

J*  tnith  now,  and  will  be  truth  again,^and  that  was, 
I  w  you  were  in  possession  of  your  fair  lands,  whilk 
'  )*>n  but  in  right  of  as  yet.  Pleasant  communing 
'  ^tnd  on  that  and  other  topics,  until  she  showed  the 

**en  root,  beginning  to  confer  with  me  about  some 

ynch  that  she  sakl  had  a  good- will  to  your  lordship, 

H  fain  she  would  have  spoken  with  you  in  particu- 

gftnent  it ;  but  when  I  neard  of  such  inklings,  I 

^ian  to  suspect  she  was  little  better  than whew  I'' 

""Here  he  concluded  his  narrative  with  a  low,  but  very 

tt5««8sive  whietle. 

And  what  did  your  wisdom  do  in  these  circum- 

■taaces?"  said  Lord  Nigel,  who,  notwithsunding 


his  former  resentment,  could  now|  scarcely  forbear 


laughing. 


^  put  on  a  look,  my  lord,"  replied  Richie,  bending 
his  solemn  brows,  "  that  stud  give  her  a  heart-scald 
of  walking  on  such  Errands.  I  laid  her  enormities 
clearly  before  her,  and  I  threatened  her,  in  sae  mony 
wordsk  that  I  would  have  her  to  the  ducking-stool  i 
and  mie,  on  the  con  trair  part,  miscawed  me  for  a 
froward  northern  tyke— and  so  w^e  parted  never  to 
meet  again,  as  I  hope  and  trust.  And  so  I  stxxl  be* 
tween  your  lordship  and  that  temptation,  which 
might  have  been  worse  than  the  ordinary,  or  the 
playhouse  either ;  since  you  wot  well  what  Solomon, 
King  of  the  Jews,  sayeth  of  the  stranjge  woman^-for, 
saidi  to  my  sell,  we  nave  taken  to  dicing  already,  and 
if  we  take  to  drabbing  next,  the  Lord  kens  what  wt 
may  land  in  1" 

Yoiff  impertinence  deserves  correction,  but  it  it 
the  last  which,  for  a  time  at  least,  I  shall  have  to  for- 
give—and I  forgive  it,"  sakl  Lord  Glenvarloch ;  **  and, 
since'  we  are  to  part,  Richie,  I  will  say  no  more  re- 
specting your  precautions  on  my  account,  than  that  I 
think  you  might  have  left  me  to  act  according  to  my 
own  iudgment." 

"Mickle  better  not,"  answered  Richie— **  mickle 
better  not :  we  are  a*  frail  creatures,  and  can  judge 
better  for  ilk  ither  than  in  our  ain  cases.  And  for  me^ 
even  -m3rnel^  saving  that  case  of  the  Sifllicatian. ' 
which  might  have  nappened  to  ony  one,  I  hav*«  al- 
ways observed  myseli  to  be  much  mor^  prudential 
in  what  I  have  done  in  your  lordship's  behalf  than 
even  in  what  I  have  been  able  to  transact  for  my 
own  interest— whilk  last,  I  have,  indeed,  always 
postponed,  as  in  duty  I  ought." 

"1  do  believe  thou  hast''  said  Lord  Nigel,  "  havinjr 
ever  found  thee  true  and  faithful.  And  since  London 
pleases  you  so  little,  I  will  bid  you  a  short  farewell  { and 
you  may  go  down  to  Edinbnigh  until  I  come  thither 
myself,  when  I  trust  you  will  re-enter  into  rnvMrvioe." 

^*  Now,  heaven  blees  you.  my  lord,"  sakl  Richie  Mo- 
niplies,  with  uplifted  eyes;  'for  that  word  sounds  more 
like  fiprace  than  ony  has  oome  out  of  your  mouth  this 
fortnight.— I  give  you  godd'en,  my  lord." 

So  saying,  he  thrust  forth  his  immense  bony  hand« 
seized  on  that  of  Lord  Glenvarloch,  raised  it  to  his 
lips,  then  turned  short  on  his  heel,  and  left  the  room 
hastily,  as  if  afrafd  of  showing  more  emotion  than  was 
consistent  with  his  kieas  of  decorum.  Lord  Nigel,  . 
rather  surprised  at  his  sudden  exit,  called  after  him  to 
know  whether  he  was  sufRoiently  provided  with  mo- 
ney; but  Richie,  shaking  his  head,  without  making 
*any  other  answer,  ran  hastily  down  stairs,  shut  the 
street-door  heavily  behind  him,  and  was  presently  seen 
striding  along  the  Strand. 

His  master  almost  involuntarily  watched  and  dis 
tinguished  the  tall  raw-boned  Bgureof  his. late  fpl- 
lower,  from  the  window,  for  some  tim&  until  he  was 
lost  among  the  crowd  of  passengers.  Nigel's  reflec- 
tions were  not  altogether  those  of  self-approval.  It 
was  no  good  sign  of  his  course  of  life,  (he  could  not 
help  acknowledging  this  much  to  himself)  that  so 
faitnflil  an  adherent  no  longer  seemed  to  feel  the  sapfie 

Eride  in  his  service,  or  attachment  to  his  person,  which 
e  had  formerly  manifested.  Neither  could  he  avoid 
experiencing  some  twinges  of  conscience,  while  he 
felt  in  some  degree  the* charges  which  Richie  had  pre- 
ferred against  him,  and  experienced  a  sense  of  shame 
and  mortificatron,  arising  from  the  colour  given  by 
others  to  that,  which  he  himself  would  have  called 
his  caution  and  moderation  in  play.  He  had  only  the 
apology,  that  it  had  never  occurred  to  himself  m  this 

Then  his  pride  and  self-love  suggested,  that,  on  the 
other  hand,  Richie,  with  all  his  good  iittentions,  was 
little  belter  thsn  a  conceited,  pragmatical  domestic, 
who  seemed  disposed  rather  to  play  the  tutor  than 
the  lackey,  and  who,  out  of  sheer  love,  as  he  alltged, 
to  his  master's  person,  assumed  thej)nviI^^.of  inter^ 
fering  with,  and  controlling,  his  actions,  besides  ren- 
dering him  ridiculous  in.  the  gay  world,  from  thd  ai>* 
tiqgated  formality,  and  intrusive  presumption,  of  h,  t 
manners. 

Nigel's  eyes  were  scarce  turned  from  the  wiidow, 
when  his  new  landlord  entering,  presented  to  him  a 
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slip  of  paper,  caAfulIy  bound  round  with  a  strine  of 
flax-silK  and  sealed— U  had  been  given  in.  be  saiajby 
a  woman,  who  did  not  atop  an  instant.  Thecontents 
harped  upon  the  same  string  which  Richie  Moniplies 
haa  already  jarred.  The  epiatle  was  in  the  fol lowing 
^ords: 
*'  For  the  Right  Hanounble  htodi  of  Lord  cnenvarloch. 

"These,  from  a  friend  unknown  :— 
"Mt  Lor©,— You  are  trusting  lo  an  imhonest 
(nend,  and  diminishing  an  honest  reputation.  An  un- 
known but  real  friena  of  your  lordshjp  will  speak  in 
one  word  wh(.t  you  would  not  learn  horn  flatterers 
in  80  many  days,  as  should  suffice  for  your  utter  ruin. 
He  whom  you  think  most  true— 1  say  your,  friend' 
X«ord  Dalgarno— is  utterly  false  to  you,  and  doth  but 
seek,  under  pretence  of  friendshin,  to  mar  your  fortune, 
and  diminish  the  good  name  by  which  you  might 
mend  it  The  kind  countenance  which  he  shows  to 
you,  is  more  dangerous  thafi  the  Prince's  frown :  even 
as  to  gain  at  Beaujeu'sordmary,  is  more  discreditable 
than  to  lose.  Beware  of  both.— And  this  is  all  from 
your  true  but  nameless  friend,  .  ,         „ 

Lord  Glenvarloch  paused  foran  insUnt,  and  crush- 
fd  the  paper  together— then  again  unfolded  and  read 
It  with  attention— bent  his  brows— mused  for  a  mo- 
ment, and  then  tearing  it  to  fragments,  exclaimed,— 
**  Begone  for  a  vile  calunmy  I  But  I  will  watch— I  will 

•bacrve^' 

'  Thought  aAer  thought  rushed  on  Jiim ;  but,  upon 
the  whole,  liord  Glenvarloch  was  so  tittle  satisfied 
with  the  result  of  his  own  reflections,  that  he  resolved 
to  dissipate  them  by  a  walk  in  the  Park,  ancL  taking 
his  cloak  and  beave^  went  thither  accordm^y. 


CHAPTER   XV. 

*Twai  m/htn  fleet  Snolvlmtl'i  head  wn  waxen  gny 
A  luekleM  lev'ret  met  him  bn  his  way.— 
Wlio  hnowA  901  enowball— he,  whoM  rtoe  itoowa'd 
I*  lUn  victorious  OD  each  oourstnjr  ground  7 
Swaffham,  Newmarket,  and  the  Roman  Camp, 
Have  seen  Chem  victors  o'er  eae)  meaner  stamp.— 
In  vain  the  )ro«iif  linf  aoucht,  with  doubling  wile. 
The  hedfe,  the  hiii,  the  thicket,  orthe  •tile. 
Ezperieitoe  safs  the  lack  of  speed  supulied, 
And  in  the  gap  he  s^m/rht,  the  victim  died. 
8d  was  I  once,  in  thy  Ikir  street,  fiaint  Jamee. 
Through  walking  eavaliers.  and  CAr-boroe  dMsam, 
l>eseried,  pursued,  tam'd  o'er  again,  and  o'er. 
.    Cowsed,  eoted,  mouth'd  bf  ao  onftelioc  bora. 

4ke.  *c.  Ac. 

The  Park  of  Saint  James's,  though  enlai^ed,  plant- 
ed  with  verdant  alleys,  and  otherwise  decorated  by 
Charles  II.,  existed  in  the  days  of  his  grandfather,  as 
a  public  and  pleasant  promenade;  and,  for  the  sake 
of  exercise  or  pasiune,  was  much  frequented  by  the 
belter  classes. 

Lord  Glenvarloch  rehired  thither  to  dispel  the  tin- 
pleasant  reflection^  which  had  been  suj^ested  b^  his 
parting  with  his  trusty  squire,  Richie  Moniplies,  in  a 
planner  which  was  agreeable  neither  to  his  pride  nor 
bis  feelings ;  and  by  the  corroboration  which  the  hints 
of  his  late  attendant  had  received  from  the  anony- 
moits  letter  mentioned  in  the  end  of  the  last  chapter. 

There  was  a  considerable  number  of  company  in 
the  Park  when  he  entered  it,  but,  his  present  state  of 
mind  inducing  him  lo  avoKl  society,  he  kept  aloof 
from  the  more  fretiuented  walks  towards  Westmin- 
ster and  Whitehall,  and  drew  to  the  north,  or,  as  we 
should  now  say,  the  Piccadilly  verge  of  the  enclosure, 
believing  he  might  there  enjoy,  or  rather  combat,  his 
own  thout(ht8  unmolested. 

•  In  this,  however.  Lord  Gienvsrioch  was  mistaken ; 
(or.  as  he  strolled  slowly  along  with  his  arms  folded 
m  his  cloak,  and  his  hat  drawn  over  his  eves,  he  was 
suddenly  pounced  upon  by  Sir  Mungo  Malagrowther, 
who.  either  shunning  or  shunned,  had  retreated,  or 
had  been  obliged  to  retreat,  to  the  same  less  frequent- 
ed comer  of  ine  Park. 

Nigel  started  when  he  heard  the  high,  sharp,  and 
querulous  tones  of  the  knight's  cracked  voice,  and 
was  no  le«8  alarmed  when  he  beheld  his  tall,  thin 
figure  hobbKng  towards  him,  wrapped  in  a  threadbare 
doak,  on  whose  surface  ten  thousand  varied  stains 
iScibtsed  the  original  scarlet,  and  having  his  head  sur- 


mounted with  a  well-worn  beaver,  beaiing  a  blach 
velvet  band  for  a  chain,  and  a  capon's  feather  far  u 
ostrich  plume. 

Lord  Glenvarloch  would  fain  have  made  his  enape^ 
but,  as  our  motto  intimates,  a  leveret  had  as  littk 
chance  to  free  herself  of  aa  ex^rienced  ereyhouDdt 
Sir  Mungo,  to  continue  the  simile,  haa  long  an 
learned  to  run  canning,  tind  make  sure  ofsKmS- 
ing  his  game.  So  Nigel  found  hims^  compelled  n 
stand  and  answsr  the  hackneyed  qusstioii— **Wbai 
hews  to-day  ?" 

"  Nothing  extraordinary,  I  believe,"  answcnd  dia 
young  nobleman,  attemptingto  pass  on. 

"  O.  ye  are  ganginx  to  the  French  ordinsrf  bdiva" 
rmlied  the  knight ;  "but  it  is  eady  day  yet— mwlB 
take  a  turn  in  the  Park  in  the  maanwbile-it  si 
sharpen  your  appetite." 

So  saying,  he  quietly  slipped  his  arm  under  Lod 
Glenvarlocn'e^  in  spile  of  all  the  decent  lehictiafli 
whkh  his  victim  could  exhibit,  by  keeping  Mb  dinv 
close  to  his  aide  t  and  havine  fairly  grappled  lbs 
prize,  he  proceeded  to  take  it  in  tow. 

Nigel  wss  sullen  and  silent,  in  hopes  toiaiksff 
his  unpleasant  companion;  bat  Sir  HunninBde' 
termined,  that  if  he  (Ud  not  speak,  he  should  at  bMt 
hear. 

"  Ye  are  bound  for  the  ordinary,  my  lord  1"  asd 
the  cynic ;— *'  weel,  ye  canna  do  better— there  isdiOBi 
company  there,  and  peculiarly  selected,  as  I  a 
tauld,  bein^  dootless,  sic  as  it  is  deairable  that  vom 
noblemen  should  herd  withal— and  your  nobUwk 
wad  have  .been  blithe  to  see  you  keeping  such « 
shipful  society.'* 

"I  believe,"  said  Lord  Olenvarioch,  thinkin^iaiH 
self  obliged  to  say  something,  "that  the  BoaOft 
as  good  as  generally  can  be  found  in  such  ptaM^ 
where  the  door  can  scarcely  be  shut  sgaSntt  dlM 
who  come  to  spend  their  money," 

"Right,  my  lord— vera  ri^ht,"  said  his  tormeoMir 
bursting  out  into  a  chuckling,  but  most  disooniait 
laugh.  "  These  citizen  chuffs  and  clowns  will  pni 
in  amongst  uai  when  there  is  but  an  inch  of  a  dtrt 
open.  And  what  remedy 7— Just  e'en  this,  that* 
their  cash  gies  them  confidence,  we  afaoald  att 
them  of  it.  Flay  them,  my  lord— ainge  them  aail 
kitchen  wench  does  the  rats,  and  then  theyiM  -■ 
long  to  come  back  again.— Ay,  ay— pluck  M  : 
plume  them — and  then  the  lardra  capons  willMtti 
for  flying  so  high  a  wing,  my  lord,  amona  thefl^ 
hawks  snd  sparrow-hawks,  and  tne  like."        ^  ' 

And,  therewithal,  Sir  Mungo  fixed  on  ^*isAg 
quick,  sharp,  gray  eye.  watching  the  effect  of  W  ' 
sarcasm  as  keenly  as  the  surseon,  in  a  delicate  jVJ*  j 
ration,  remarks  the  progress  of  nis  aoatoniicalscalpa. 

Nigel,  however  willing  to  .conceal  his  senaaooiii. 
could  not  avoid  gratifyma  his  tormentor  by  sinciDg  j 
under  the  operation.  He  coloured  with  vantipn 
and  anger ;  but  a  quarrel  with  Sir  Mus/^  Mmk* 
growther  would,  he  felt,  be  unutterably  ndic8lei»; 
and  be  only  muttered  to  himself  the  woros,  ".IvjpO'' 
tinent  coxcomb !"  which,  on  this  occasion,  Sir  Mw- 
go*s  imperfection  of  organ  did  not  prevent  him  uob 
Hearing  and  replying  to.  .    ^ 

"A/,  ay— vera  true,"  exclaimed  the  canstif  w* 
courUer—  Impertin«:nt  coxcombs  they  are,  that  law 
intrude  themselves  on  the  society  01  their  betmi 
but  your  lordship  kens  how  to  gar  thsm  ss  gw*^}  ; 
have  the  trick  on't.— They  had  a  braw  aport  iaw 
presence  last  Friday,  how  ye  suld  have  roataM 
young  shopkeeper,  horse  and  foot,  ta'en  his  «]R*> 
otnmo,  and  a'  the  specie  he  had  about  him,  dovill 
the  very  4»i]ver  buttons  of  his  cloak,  and  eenis* 
to  graze  with  Nebuchadnezzar,  King  of  Babwfc 
Muckle  honour  redounded  to  your  lordship  thereof •" 
We  were  tauld  the  loon  threw  himself  into  theTna«J> 
in  8  fit  of  desperation.  Thpre*s  enow  of  th«m» 
hind— there  was  mair  tint  on  Flodden-edgc"         , 

"  You  have  been  told  a  budget  of  lies,  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned.  Sir  Mungo,"  said  Nigel,  apeakW 
loud  and  sternly.  ,   ,     . 

"  Vera  likely— vera  likely,"  said  thennabaabedaafl 
undismayed  Sir  Mungo ;  "  naething  but  lies  are  cw- 
rent  in  the  circle.— So  the  chield  is  not  cfrowiWi 
then  7— the  mair's  the  pity.— Bat  I  ntfrr  bchevcd  tW 


Cm.XV.} 


THE  FOKVHEB  OP  VKXKU 


Eof  tha  w^tmf"^  LcAid^ii  de«leb'  hm  mair  wit  in 
nger.  ,  I  dare  swear  tbe<la<l  has  a  bonny  broom- 
km  hia hand  bj  this  time, and  is  scnibbing  tbe 
kennels  in  ooeat  after  rustf  nails,  to  help  him  to  be- 
an his  pack  asnin.— He  has  three  baimik  they  say ; 
QMy  will  belp  mm  bravely  to  grope  in  the  gutters. 
Your  good  lordship  may  have  the  ruining  of  him> 
igiin,  mjf  lord,  if  they  have  any  luck  in  strand- 

^Tbif  is  more  than  intolerable,"  said  Nigel,  unoei^ 
liin  whether  to  make  an  angry  vindication  of  hit 
cbaracter,  or  to  fling  tbe  old  tormentor  from  his  arm. 
Bat  an  instant's  recollection  convinced  him,  that  to 
dp  either,  would  only  give  an  air  of  truth  and  con- 
Mtency  to  the  scandals  which  be-be^an  to  see  were 
iftcting  his  character,  both  in  the  higher  and  lower 
oitles.  Hastily,  tl^erdfore,  be  formed  the  wiser  reso- 
blion,  to  enduxa  Sir  Mungo's  studied  impertinenee, 
Qoder  the  hope  of  ascertainme^  if  possible,  firom 
iMt  source  those  reports  arose  which  were  so  pr»> 
jodicial  to  his  reputation. 

Sff  Mungo,  in  the  meanwhile,  caught  up.  as  usual 
STufBl's  last  words,  or  rather  the  sound  of  inem.  am- 
wed  and  inteipreted  them  in  his  own  wav.  **  ToU 
fltible  luck  r'  he  repeated :  "  yea,  truly,  my  lord,  I  am 
toU  thai  you  hact  tollable  luck,  and  that  ye  ken 
vatl  how  to  use  that  jilting  queani  Dame  Fortune, 
Kks  a  canny  douce  lad,  wilhng  to  warm  yourself  in 


lodi,  turning  towards  him  seriously, ' 
nets  to  hoar  me  for  a  moment" 


A«  wed  as  I  ean,^my  lord— as  weel  a^  I  can,"  said 
Sir ^Imga  shaking  his  ha  ^       "     '    '~     *    - 
of  hiiMt  hand  to  his  ear. 


StrHioea  shaking  his  head,  and  pointing  the  finger 


I  inU  try  to  speak  yoiy  distinctly,"  said  Nigel, 
umng  himself  with  patience.  "  You  take  me  for  a 
oMed  gamester;  I  give  you  my  word  that  you  have 
oot  been  rightly  informed— I  am  none  such.  You 
^     me  some  explanation,  at  least,  ress>ecting  the 

^^  from  whicQ  you  have  derived  such  false  mior- 


I  never  heard  ye  Were  a  grtai  gamester  and  nev- 
t  (Bought  or  said  ye  were  such,  my  lord,"  said  Sir 
:  wigOi .  who  found  it  impossible  to  avoid  hearing 
Jilt  Nigel  said  with  peeuliarly  deliberate  and  die- 
mtt  pronunciation.  I  repeat  it— I  never' heard, 
W,  or  thought  that  you  were  a  ruffling  gamester, 
-ttch  as  they  call  those  of  the  first  head.-^Look 
1P1,  my  lord,  1  call  him  a  gamester,  that  plays  with 
qvu  stakes  and  equal  akilL  and  aUnds  by  the  for- 
tone,  of  the  gamet  good  or  bad:  and  I  call  Mm  a 
laiBing  gamester,  or  ane  of  the  nrst  head,  who  ven- 
taes  frankly  ana  deeply  upon  suoh  a  wager.  But 
bi,  my  lord,  who  has  the  patience  and  prudence  nev- 
« to  venture  beyond  small  game,  such  as,  at  most, 
might  crack  the  Christmas-box  of  ajgrocer's  'pren- 
tis&  who  vies  with  those  that  have  little  to  hazard, 
and  who  therefore,  having  the  ^arger  •tock,^an  al< 


jnya  rook  them  by  waiting  fiorliie  ffood  foitune,  and 
«r  nang  fn>m  the  game  when  luck  leaves  him— such 
■  one  as  he^  my  lord,  I  do  not  eall  a  grtat  gamester, 
t«  whatever  other  name  he  mav  be  entitled." 

And  such,  a  mean-ei4riteat  soidid  wretch,  you 
•field  infer  that  I  am»^Teplied  Lord  Glenvarloch; 
one  who  fears  the  ektlful,  and  preys  upon  the  igno- 
nni— who  avoids  playing  with  his  equala,  that  he  may 
•we  sure  of  piUamng  his  inferiors  7— Is  (his  what  I 
«n  to  undersUnd  has  been  reportod  of  me  1" 

Way,  my  lord,  you  wfll  gain  nought  by  speakii^t 
Nl  wtth  me."  said  Sur  Mungo,  who,^eades  that  his 
•rcaatic  humour  was  really  support^  by  a  good  fund 
"Jtairaal  oouraije,  had  also  fuQ  rehance  on  the  im- 
5»itj^  which  be  had  derived  from  the  broadsword 
«8jr Rulhon  Rattray,  and  the  baton  of  the satellitea 
JPtoyed  by  the  Lady  Cockpen.  ^^ "  And  for  the  truth 
jnae  matter,"  he  continued,  "your  lordship  best 
Jwws  whether  you  ever  lost  more  than  five  pieces  at 
t  tnne  amce  you  frequented  Beaujeu/s— whether  you 
Jjvenot  roost  oommonly  risen  a  winner-and  wW 
HWr  the  brave  young  gallants  who  frequent  the  ordina- 
Vr-i  mean  those  of  noble  rank,  and  means  conform- 
i^l-«f(  m  «t9  |g  piay  apoA  Omm  leaM  r 


**  My  father  vms  ngbti"  eaid  Lm^  Oleavaitodi,  in 
the  bitterneea  of  his  spirit ;  "  and  hiB  curse  justly  fol^ 
lowed  me  when  I  first.eatered  that  place.  There  is 
contamination  in  the  air,  and  he  whose  fortune  avoida 
ruin,  shall  be  blighted  in  his  honour  and  reputation.** 

Su-  Mungo,  wno  watched  his  victim  with  the  de- 
lighted yet  wary  eye  of  an  experienced  angler,  became 
now  aware,  that  if  he  strained  the  line  on  him  to9 
tightly,  theie  was  evei^r  risk  of  his  breaking  hoki.  In 
order  to  give  him  room,  therefore,  to  play,  ne  protest- 
ed that  Lord  Glenvarloch  "should  not  take  his  fret 
Speech  in  malam  parUm.  If  you  were  a  tnfie  ower 
sicker  in  your  amusement,  my  lord,  it  canna  be  de> 
nied  that  it  is  the  salieet  course  to  prevent  farther  en* 
dangerment  of  your  somewhat  dilapidated  lomineai 
and  if  ye  play  with  your  inferiors,  ye  are  relieved  w 
the  pain  of  pouching  the  siller  of  your  friends  ang 
equala ;  forbye,  that  the  plebeian  knaves  have  had  tha 
advantage^  lertm  e«rtfq^«,  as  AJut  Telamon  sayeth, 
apud  Meiamorpkoseot ;  ^nd  for  the  like  of  them  te 
have  played  with  ane  Scottish,  nobl^nan,  is  .an  ho- 
nest and  noooumble  consideration  to  compensate  the 
lose  of  their  stake,  whilk«  J  dare  say*  moreover,  maiat 
of  tbe  churls  ean  weel  aiibrd." 

"  Be  that  as  it  may,  Sir  Mungo,**  said  Nigel,  "I 
would  fain  know"— 

"Ay,  ay,"  interrvpted  Sir  Mungo ;  "  and  asyott  aajf, 
who  cares  whether  the  iat  bulls  of  Basban  can  npaie 
h  or  no?  gentlemen  are  not  to  limit  their  sport  for 
the  like  of  them." 

"  I  w^h  to  know,  Sir  Mungo,"  said  Lord  Glenvar- 
loch, "  m  what  company  you  have  learned  these  o^' 
£snsive  particulars  respecnmg  me  7" 

"  Dootless— deoMess,  iny  lord,"  said  Sir  Mungo } 
"  I  have  ever  heard,  and  have  ever  reported,  that  your 
brdahip  kept  the  best  of  company  in  a  private  way. 
—There  is  the  fine  Counters  of  Blackohester,  but  I 
think  she  stirs  not  much  abroad  since  her  afiair  with 
his  Grace  of  Buckingham ;  and  there  is  the  gude  auki* 
fashioned  Scottish  noblemani  Lord  Huntuiglen,  an 
undeniable  man  of  quality— it  is  pitv  but  he  could 
keep  oaup  and  can  free  his  head,  whilk  now  and  then 
doth  'miaish  hia  reputation.  And  there  is  the  gay, 
voung  Lord  Dalgamo,  that  carries  the  craft  of  gray 
hairs  under  his  cuHed  love-locke— a  fair  race  they  are^ 
fatheE,  daughter,  and  son,  all  of  the  same  honourable 
frroily.  *  I  think  we  needna  speak  of  George  Henot, 
honest  man,  when  we  have  nobiUty  m  queetion.  So 
that  is  the  company  I  have  heard  of  your  keeping,  my 
lord,  out' taken  those  of  th^  ordinary." 

"  Mv  company  has  not,  indeed.  Seen  much  mon 
extended  than  amongst  those  you  mentM>n,"  ^Mud 
Lord  Glenvarloch;  "hut  in  shorr*-^ — 

"  To  Gpurt  ?"  said  Sir  Mungo,  "  that  was  just  what 
I  was  going  to  say^Lord  Dalgarno  says  he  cannot 
prevail  on  ye  to  come  to  Court,  and  that  does  ye  pre- 
judice,^ my  loid— tbe  King  hears  of  you  by  others, 
when  ne  should  see  you  in  person— I  speak  in  serious 
friendship,  my  lord.  His  Maieaty,  when  you  wen 
named  in  the  circle  short  while  smtie,  was  heard  to 
say.  ^Jacta  eH  alea  /— Glenvarlechides  is  turned  dker 
aoid  drinker.*— My  Lord  Dalgarno  took  your  part, 
and  he  was  e'en  borne  down  oy  the  popular  voice  of 
the  courtiers,  who  s^ke  of  you  as  one  who  had  be- 
taken yourself  to  living  a  town  life,  and  nski^  veur 
k.*^«t.  »,.»^n^«  .».yv»«o*  the  flatcapsof  the  atv. 

^ ^ ,  spoken  of  me,"  saidNigai, 

"  nnd  in  the  Kinr a  presenoeT' 

"Spoken  openly  1"  repeated  Sir  Mungo  Mahio 


baron's  coronet  amongst  tbe  fi 

^' And  this  was  pubhcly  spoki 
"  nnd  in  the  King's  presence  7* 

"Spoken  openly 7"  repeatea  sir  Mungo  naia^ 
growther ;  "  ay,  by  mv  troth  was  it— that  is  to  sw,  it 
was  whisperea  privately— whilk  is  as  open  promulga- 
tion as  the  thing  permitted:  for  ye  may  think, the 
Court  is  not  like  a  place  wheie  men  a^e  as  sib  as 
Simmie  and  his  brother,  and  roar  out  their  nunda  •• ' 
ifthey  were  at  an  ordinary."    ,    , 

"A  curse  on  the  Court  and^the  ordmaxy  bothr 
cried  NigeL  impatiently. ^. 

"  With  aU  mv  heart,**  said  the  knight ;  "I  have  not 
little  by  a  knight's  service  m  the  Court  i  and  the  last 
time  I  was  ai  the  ordinary,  I  lost  four  angels." 

"  May  I  pray  of  you.  Sir  Mungo,  to  let  me  know,^ 
saki  Nigel,  "  the  names  of  those  who  thus  make  free 
with  the  character  of  one  whocan  be  but  htueknowit 
tothm^andvfaoMvsrq^Misdai^ofusair'     • 


THB  FOmtJNM  or  NitfltL. 


tciAP.xr; 


"Rai^e  I  not  told  yw  already/'  answered  Sir 
Ifungo.  ^that  the  King  said  8ometnn%  to  that  effect 
^-•odia  the  Prince  too;— and  auch  being  the  case, 
ye  may  take  it  on  your  corporal  oath,  that  every  roan 
m  the  cirde  who  waa  not  ailent,  sung  the  aanie  son^ 
MB  they  did.*' 

"You  aaid  but  now/'  replied  GlenYarioch,  "that 
Lord  Dalgamo  interfered  in  my  behalf." 

"  In  good  troth  did  he,''  answered  Sir  Mnngo,  with 
a  aneer;  '*but  the  youne  nobleman  waa  aoon  borne 
down— by  token,  he  haaeomething  of  a  catarrh,  and 
ipoke  aa  tioarse  as  a  roopit  raven.  Poor  gentleman, 
ir  htf  had  had  hia  full  extent  of  voice,  he  would  have 
'  been  ae  well  listened  to,  dootleaa.  as  m  a  cause  of  hia 
•in,  whiflL  no  man  kens  better  how  to  plead  to  pur- 

S)se.— And  let  me  ask  you«by  the  way,*'  continued 
ir  Mungo,  **  whether  Lord  Dalgamo  has  ever  intro- 
dnced  your  lordship  to  the  Prince,  or  the  Dukeof  Buck- 
ingham^  either  of  Whom  might  aoon  carry  through 
your  suit  ?" 

**  I  have  no  claim  on  thefiivonr  of  either  the  Prince 
or  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,"  aakl  Lord  Glenvar- 
loeh.— **  As  you  aeem  to  have  made  my  afiaira  your 
study,  Sir  Mungo,  although  perhaps  eomething  un- 
necessarily, you  may  have  beard  that  I  haver  peti- 
tioned my  Sovereign  for  payment  of  a  debt  due  to 
my  fiftmily.  I  cannot  doubt  the  King'a  desire  to  do 
justice,  nor  can  I  in  decency  employ  the  eolicitatiofl 
of  hia  Highness  the  Prince,  or  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Buckindiaro,  to  obtain  from  his  Majeaty  what  either 
should  oe  granted  me  aa  a  right,  or  refuaed  alto- 
g«her.» 

Sir  Mungo  twisted  his  whimsical  features  into  one 
of  his  most  grotesque  sneers,  aa  Ite  replied — 

"It  is  a  vera  clear  and  parapicuoua  position  of  the 
ease,  my  lord ;  and  in  relying  thereupon,  you  ahow 
an  absolute  and  unrmprovable  acquamtanee  with  the 
King,  Court,  and  mankind  in  general.— -But  whom 
have  we  got  here?— Stand  up,  my  lord,  and  make 
way— by  my  word  of  honour,  they  are  the  very  men 
we  spoke  ot— talk  of  the  devil,  and— humph  f* 

It  mutt  be  here  premised,  that  during -the  conver- 
sation, Lord  Olenvarloch,  perhaps  in  the  hope  of 
shaking  himself  free  of  Sir  Mungo.  had  directed  their 
walk  towards  the  more  irequentea  part  of  the  Park  3 
while  the  good  knight  had  stuck  to  nim.  being  totally 
ind^ercnt  which  way  they  went,  provided  he  could 
keep  his  talons  clutched  upon  his  companion.  They 
were  still,  however,  at  some  distance  from  the  livelier 
part  of  the  scene,  when  Sir  Mungo*s  experienced  eye 
niotkred  the  appearances  which  occasioned  the  latter 
pan  of  his  speech  to  Lord  Glenvarioch. 

A  low  respectful  murmur  arose  among  the  nume- 
rous croups  ofpcrsons  which  ocaipied  the  lower  part 
of  the  Park.  *rhey  first  clustered  together,  with  tneir 
fa<;e8  turned  towards  Whitehall,  then  fell  back  on 
either  hand  to  give  place  to  a  splendid  party  of  gal- 
lenta,  who,  advancing  f^om  the  Palace)  cameoni^'ard 
through  the  Park;  all  the  other  company  drawing  off 
the  pathway,  and  standing  uncovered  as  they  passed. 

Most  of  tnese  courtly  gallants  were  dressed  in  the 
garb  which  the  pencil  of  Vandyke  has  made  fami- 
liar even  at  the  >  distance  of  nearly  two  centuries j 
/  and  which  was  just  at  this  period  beginning  to  su- 
persede the  more  fluttering  and  frivolous  drees  which 
had  been  adopted  (torn  the  French  court  of  Henri 
tcnatre.  , 

.  TTie  whole  train  were  uncovered  excepting  the 
Pnnce  of  Wales,  afterwards  the  moat  unfortunate  of 
Bntish  monar^hs,  iwho  came  onward,  having  his 
long  curled  auburn  tresses,  and  hie  eountenancet 
whicn,  even  in  earlv  youth,  bore  a  shade  of  antici- 
pated melancholy,  shaded  by  the  Spanish  hat  and 
the  single  ostrich  feather  which  droO|>Bd  fW>m  it.  On 
his  right  hand  was  Buckingham,  whose  command- 
ing, and  at  the  same^me  graceful,  deportment,  threw 
almost  into  shade  the  peraonal  demeanour  and  ma- 
jesty of  the  Prince  on  whom  he  attended.  The  eye, 
movements^  and  gestures,  of  the  great  courtier,  were 
so  composed,  so  regularly  observant  of  all  etiquetre 
bebrigmg  to  his  situation,  as  to  form  a  marked  and 
strong  contrast  with  the  forward  gayety  and  frivolity 
by  which  he  recommended  hnnaelf^to  the  favour  of 
IfiB    dear  dad  and  go«Rp,*'  Kiag  Jamas.   A  siagii- 


kr  fkte  attended  this  acooinpliBhfld  courtier,  in  bdm 
at  once  the  reigning  favourite  of  a  father  and  tea  m 
very  opposite  in  manners,  that,  to  ingratiate  iimsatf 
with  the  youthful  Prince^  he  was  obliged  toeomproi 
within  the  strictest  limits  of  respectfid  obserruioe 
the  frolicsome  and  frae  humour  which  capiivtted  his 
aged  father. 

It  is  true,  fiuckinsham  Vfell  knew  the  difiermi  dii- 
positiona  both  of  James  and  Charles,  and  had  m 
difficulty  in  so  conducting  himself  as  to  mainitin  £e 
iigheet  posff  in  the  favour  of  both.  It  has  indeal 
been  suppdeed,  as  we  bcfbuB  hjnted,  that  the  Oake^ 
when  he  nad  completely,  possessed  himself  of  the  i^ 
fections  of  Charles,  retained  his  hold  in  those  of  the 
father  only  by  the  tyranny  of  custom;  and  riut 
Jamee,  could  he  have  brought  himself  to  fona  a  vi- 
gorous resolution,  veas,  in  the  latter  years  of  his  life 
especially,  not  unhkely  to  have  discarded  Backiu- 
ham  from  his  counsels  and  favour*  But  if  ewm 
King  ind^  meditated  such  a  change,  he  waa  too 
tmiid,  and  too  much  accustomed  to  the  mSmte 
which  the  Duke  had  long  exercised  over  ban.  to 
summon  up  resolution  enough  for  eiTectinft  ski  a 
purpose;  and  at  all  events  it  is  certain,  that  Bock- 
mgham^  though  surviving  the  master  by  vhon  he 
was  raised,  had  the  rare  chance  to  experience  na 
wane  of  the  most  splendid  court-favour  during  two 
reigns,  until  it  was  at  once  eclipsed  in  his  blood  \/f 
the  dagger  of  his  assassin  Pelton. 

To  return  from  this  digression :  Hie  Prince,  ailh 
his  train,  advanced,  and  were  near  the  platoe  who 
Lord  Glenvark)ch  and  Sir  Mungo  had  atood  ttik 
according  to  form,  in  order  to  give  the  Prince  p» 
sage,  and  to  pay  the  usual  marks  of  respect.  Nipl 
could  now  remark  that  Lord  Dalgamo  walked  doM 
b^ind  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  and,  as  he  thoogbi, 
whispered  something  in  his  ear  as  they  cameonvanL 
At  any  rate,  both  the  Prince'a  and  Duke  of  Buckii^ 
ham's  attention  seemed  to  be  directed  by  some  ar* 
cumstance  towords  Nigel,  for  they  turned  their  headi 
m  that  direction  and  looked  at  him  attentivdjr-tM 
Prince  with  a  countenance,  the  graVe^  melaoehejf 
expression  of  which  waa  blended  with  severity;  whft 
Buckingham's  looks  evinced  some  degree  of  aeorvm 
triumph.  Lord  Dalgamo  did  not  seem  toobser^-eu 
friend,  perhaps  because  the  sunbeams  fell  iroiR  W 
skle  of /he  walk  on  which  Nigel  stood,  obOgingHs* 
colm  w  hold  up  his  hat  to  screen  his  eyes.  _. 
•  As  the  Prince  passed,  Lord  Glenvarioch  ani  at 
Mungo  bowed,  aa  respect  required  {  and  the  Vmm, 
returning  their  obeisance  with  that  grave  cerasepT 
which  paid  to  every  rank  its  due,  but  not  a  tittle  he- 
yond  it,  signed  to  Sir  Mungo  to  come  forward.  CoIb- 
mencing  an  apology  for  his  lameness  as  be  atariei 
which  he  had  just  completed  aa  hia  hobbling  gut 
brought  him  up  to  the  Prince,  Sir  Mungu  leot  an  at- 
tentive, and.  as  it  seemed,  an  intelligent  ear.  loqutf- 
nons,  asked  in  a  tone  so  low,  that  the  ktmi^fom 
certauily  have  been  deaf  to  them  had  they  been j"}!? 
mm  by  any  one  under  the  rank  of  Prince  of  nap- 
After  about  a  minute's  conversatwn,  the  Priw*  P" 
stowed  on  Nigel  the  embarrassing  notice  of  aBotbtf 
fixed  look,  touched  his  hat  slightly  to  Sir  Kuflgo,aflo 
walked  on.  ,  .,  «    ■ 

"It  is  even  as  I  afoetfected.  my  k)nJ,"  t(M  Si 
Mungo,  vath  an  air  which  he  oesju^ed  to  be  rodaB 
eholy  and  sympathetic,  but  which,  m  fact.  rewrojW 
the  grin  of  nn  ape  when  he  has  mouthed  a  scaloiiit 
chestnut— "Ye  nave  back-friends,  my  lord,  that » 
unfriends— or.  to  be  ploin,  enemies— about  the  pere^t 
of  the  Prince.*'  ,     ^^ 

"  I  am  sorry  to  hear  it,**  eaki  Nigei ;  "  but  I  wwftl 
I  knew  what  they  accuse  me  oL**  -^. 

"Ye-shaU  hear,  my  lord"  eaki  SirMttnw,  fth* 
Prince'a  vera  worda— ^  Sir  Mungo,'  sakl  he,  7.  ^^J** 


so,  wbilk  formed  the  first  branch  of  our  conversauoj. 
— Hrs  Highness  then  demanded  of  me,  *if  ne  win 
whom  1  stood,  was  the  young  Lord  Glenvarloct^  J 
snswered;  *that  you  were  such,  fofhUBBm^^r 
service;'  whiik  wse  the  second  branch.— ThffoJyf  ■* 
HigbnesSiresiiaiiBgthsftiiaBMBi,sud|th»t  tivif 
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had  hem  told  80,'(meamni;  that  he  had  been  told  you 

were  tliat  personage,)  '  but  thai  he  could  not  believe, 

tliBi  the  heir  of  that  noble  and  decayed  house  coujd 

be  leading  an  idle,  scandalous,  and  precarious  life,  in 

the  eatine  houses  and  taverns  of  tfOndon,  while  the 

King's  drums  were  beating,  and  colours  flying  in 

Gennany  in  the  cause  of  the  Palatine,  his  eon-in- 

'  law.*— I  could,  your  lordship  is  aware,  do  nothing 

bat  make  an  ooeisanre;  and  a  gracious  *6ive  ye 

nod  day,  Sir  Munao  Malagrowther,'  Kcensed  me  to 

nil  back  to  your  lordship.    And  now,  my  lord,  if 

;  yoor  business  or  pleasure  calls  you  to  the  ordinary', 

I  »  anywhere  in  the  direction  of  the  city— why,  have 

;  with  you ;  for^  dootless,  ye  will  think  ye  have  tarried 

Ung  enough  m  the  Park,  as  they  will  likely  turn  at 

the  nead  of  the  walk,  and  return  this  way— and  you 

have  a  broad  hint,  I  think,  not  to  cross  the  Princess 

presence  in  a  hurry." 

I*  Yott  may  stay  or  go  as  you  please,  Sir  Mungo," 
wA  Nigel,  with  an  expression  of  calm,  but  deep  re- 
tentment;  ••but^for  my  own  part,  my  resolution  is 
tiken.  I  wfll  quit  this  public  walk  for  pleasure  of  no 
mm— still  less  will  I  quit  it  like  one  unworthy  to  be 
seflD  m  places  of  public  resort  I  trust  that  the 
Pttnce  and  his  retinue  will  return  this  way  as  you  ex- 
pect:  for  I  will  abide,  Sir  Mungp,  and  bcafri  them.'* 
'*neari  them  I"  exclaimed  Sir  Mungo,  m  the  ex- 
tnmitx  of  surprise,—"  Beard  the  Prince  of  Wales— 
(he  hdr-apparent  of  the  kingdoms!— By  my  saul, 
foa  ihall  beard  him  yourscll  then.'* 

Accordingly,  he  was  about  to  leave  Nigel  very 
nstily,  when  some  unwonted  touch  of  good-natured 
uterest  in  Us  yqutb-  and  inexperience,  seemed  sud- 
oaiVfto  soften  nis  habitual  cynicism. 

The  devil  is  in  me  for  an  auld  fiilef  said  Sh* 
MuAgo!  "but  I  must  nce^Js  concern  myFcIl— I  that 
oweso  little  either  to  fortune  or  my  fellow-creatures, 
matt  I  say,  needs  concern  myscll— with  this  sprin- 
fm,whom  I  will  warrant  to  be  as  obstinate  as  a  pig 
ptwesscd  with  a  devil,  for  it's  the  casj  of  his  family  j 
and  yet  I  maun  e'en  fling  away  sohje  sound  advice 
00  him. — My  flainty  younig;  Lord  Glcnvarloch,  undcr- 
•Ciiid  me  distinctly,  for  this  is  no  bairn* s-play.  When 
Be  prince  said  sae  much  to  mo  as  I  have  repeated  to 
J9a^  it  was  equivalent  to  a  command  not  to  appear 
tmn  in  his  presence;  wherefore,  take  an  auld  man's 
jflTioe  that  wishes  you  wed,  and  may  be  a  wee  thing 
Better  than  he  has  reason  to  wish  ony  bodj.  Joul^ 
end  1st  the  .jaw  ^  by,  like  a  canny  bairn— gang 
name  to  your  lodgings,  keep  your  foot  frae  taverns, 
ind  yout  fingers  frae  the  dice-box ;  compound  your 
•Ifiiire  quietly  wi'  some  ane  that  has  better  favour 
than  yours  aoout  Court,  and  you  will  get  a  ronnd 
ipcW  of  money  to  carry  you  to  Germany,  or  else- 
whprci  to  push  your  fortune.  It  was  a  fortunate 
lonier  that  made  your  family  four  or  five  hundred 
Tfiert  syna  and  if  you  aiw  brave  and  fortunMe,  vou 
may  find  the  way  to  repair  it  But,  take  my  wora  for 
"i  jhal  in  this  Court  vou  will  never  thrive.'^ 
.  When  Sir  Mungo  had  completed  his  exhortation, 
a  which  there  was  •more  of  sincere  syinpathy*with 
Mother's  situation,  than  he  had  been  heret»)fore 
fcaown  to  express  in  behalf  of  any  one.  Lord  Glcn- 
iHoch  replied,  "I  am  obliged  to  you,  Sir  Mungo— 
^have  spoken, <!  think,  with  sincerity,  and  I  thank 
joa.  But  in  ^efurn  for  your  good  advice,  i  heartily  cn- 
Jjt  yon  to  leave  me;  I  observe  the  Prince  ana  his 
Na  are  returning  down  the  walk,  and  yon  may  pre- 
fniee  yourtolf,  but  cati  not  help  me,  by  remaining  with 

/*And  that  is  tme,"— saM  «r Mungo:  "yet,  were  I 
<M  years  yamnger.  I  would  be  tempted  to  stand  by 
1^  and  gie  them  the  meeting.  But  at  threescore  and 
^wtrd, men^soourage  turns cauldrife;  and  they  thftt 
*nna  win  a  living,  itiust  not  end<inger  the  smaM  sus- 
jJJJnee  of  their  age.  I  wish  yon  wc^l  through,  my 
•5.  b«t  it  is  an  unequal  fight."  So  saying,  he  tumcrl 
jjd  Irniped  away;  often  looking  back,  however,  as  if 
^  natural  spirit,  even  in  its  prosent  subdued  state, 
Jdjd  by  his  love  of  contradiction  and  of  debate,  ren- 
Jjed  mm  unwillmg  to  adopt  the  course  neceasarj'  for 
"Jown  security. 
Thus  abandoned  by  bis  companion,  whose  depirt- 
*^D«  graeed  with  b^er  thoughtt  of  him  than  those 


which  he  bestowed  on  his  appearance;  Nigel  rem&ined 
with  his  arms  folded,  and  reclming  against  a  solitary 
tree  which  overhung  the  path,  making  up  bis  miaa 
to  encounter  a  moment  which  he  expected  to  be  cri- 
tical of  his  faie.  But  he  was  mistaken  in  supposing 
that  the  Prince  of  Wales  would  eitlier  address  him, 
or  admit  him  to  expostulation,  in  sudi  a  public  place 
as  the  Park.  He  did  not  remain  utmoticeu,  however, 
for,  when  he  made  a  respectful  but  haughty  obeisance, 
intimating  in  look  and  manner  that  he  was  {.obseaaed 
of,  and  undaunted  by,  the  unfavourable  opinion  which 
the  Prince  had  so  latelv  expressed,  Charles  returned 
bis  reverence  with  eucn  a  ^rown,  as  is  only  given  by 
those  whose  frown  is  authority  and  decision.  The 
train  passed  on,  the  Duko  of  Buckingham  not  even 
appearing  to  see  L.ord  Glenvarlocli ;  while  Lord  JDal- 
game,  though  no  longer  incommoded  by  the  sun- 
D'earas,  kept  nis  eyes,  vmich  had  perhaps  been  dazzled 
by  their  former  splendour,  bent  upon  the  ground. 

Lord  Glenvarloch  had  difficulty  to  restrain  an  in- 
dignation, to  which,  in  the  drcumstahoea,  it  would 
have  been  madness  to  have  given  yont.  He  started 
from  his  reclining  posture,  and  followed  the  Prince's 
train  so  as  to  keep  them  distinctly  in  sight:  which 
was  very  easy,  as  they  walked  slowIV.  Nigel  observed 
them  keep  their  road  towards  the  Palace,  where  tha 
Prince  turned  at  the  gate  and  bowed  to  the  noblemen 
in  attendance,  in  token  of  dismissing  them,  and  en- 
tered the  Palace,  accompanied  only  by  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham,  and  one  or  two  of  his  equerries.  Th« 
rest  of  the  tram,  having  returned  in  all  dutiful  humi- 
lity the  fareweil  of  the  Prince,  began  to  disperse  them- 
selves through  the  Park. 

All  this  was  carefully  noticed  by  Lord  Glenvarloch, 
who,  HB  he  adjusted  his  cloak,  and  drew  his  sword- 
belt  round  so  as  to  bring  the  hilt  closer  to  his  hand, 
muttered—"  Dalgaino  fthall  explain  all  this  to  me,  for 
it  is  evident  that  he  is  in  the  secret !" 


CHAPTER    XVI. 

Git-o  war— givr  wuy— I  muaand  will  hive  jUBtioe. 
Ami  Ufll  nwnnt  tif  priviicco  and  place  ; 
Whem  1  «m  injiinM  Ihrre  I'll  *uo  wcItom. 
Look  to  it,  every  omwlio  ban  my  ncGOMP ; 
I  have  a  heart  lu  lecl  Uus  injury, 
A  hand  to  rii^lir  myncU*,  oiid,  by  my  hciMur 
That  hand  fthall  gnup  what  gray-baard  Law  denies  me. 
The  Chamd9rttiii. 

It  was  not  long  ere  Nigel  discovered  Lord  Dalgar- 
no  advancing  towards  him  in  the  company  of  another 
young  mau^ of  quality  of  the  Prince's  train;  and  as 
they  directed  their  course  towards  the  south-eastern 
corner  of  the  Park,  he  concluded  they  were  about  to 
go  to  Lord  Huntinglen's.  They  stopped,  however, 
and  turned  up  another  path  leading  to  the  north :  ana 
Lord  Glenvarloch  conceived  that  this  chpngeof  direc- 
tk)n  was  OAving  to  their  having  seen  him,  and  their 
desire  to.avoidnim. 

Ni^el  followed  them  wthout  hesitation  by  a  path 
which,  winding  around  a  thicket  of  simibs  and  trees, 
once  more  conducted  him  to  the  less  frcauented  part 
of  the  Park.  He  observed  which  side  of  the  thicket 
was  taken  by  Lonl  Dalgnrno  and  his  companion,  and 
he  himself  walking  hastily  round  the  other  \erge,  waA 
thus  enabled  to  meet  them  face  to  face. 

"Good -morrow,  my  Lord  Dalgarno,"  said  Lord 
Glenvarioch,  sternly. 

"  Ha !  my  friend  Nigel,'*  answered  Lord  Dalgamr , 
in  his  usual  careless  and  indilTureiit  lone,  "my  fricQci 
Nigel,  with  business  on  his  brow?— but  you  must  wait 
tin  we  meet  at  Bcaujeu's  at  noon— Sir  Ewes  Kaldi- 
mund  and  I  arc  at  present  engaged  in  the  Prnce's 
service." 

"  If  you  were  engni9ed  In  the  King's,  my  lord,"  said 
Lard  Glenvarloch,  **you  must  stand  and  answer  me." 

"Hey-day!"  said  Lord  Dalgarno,  with  an  air  of 
great  aston'.fhment,  "what  passion  is  this?  Why, 
Nigel,  thiii  is  Kin^  CambyscJi'  vein  1— You  have  fro- 

?[unntcd  the  theatres  too  much  lately—Away  with  this 
oily,  man ;  j?o,  dine  upon  poup  and  salmi,  drink  suc- 
cory-water to-cool  vourhlotTd, 'jotobcd  nt  sun-downi 
and  defy  those  foul  fiendn,  Wrath  and  Misconstrue 
rion." 
"I  have  had  miscunstrucUctti  enougii  anv>ng  ymt.' 
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taid  Glenvarioch,  in  the  same  tone  of  dettsrmined  dis- 
pleasure, "and  from  you,  my  Lord  DaJsarno,  in  par- 
ticular, and  all  under  the  mask  of  frienoship. 

"  Here  is  a  proper  business !"— said  Dalgarno.  turn- 
ing as  if  to  appeal  to  Sir  Ewes  Haldimund ;  "do  you 
see  this  angry  ruflSer,  Sir  Ewes?  A  month  since,  he 
dared  not  have  looked  one  of  yonder  aheep  in  the  fac^ 
and  now  he  is  a  prince  of  roisterers,  a  piucker  of  pi- 
geons, a  controller  of  players  and  poets—and  in  gra- 
titude for  my  having  shown  him  the  way  to  the  emi- 
nent character  which  he  holds  u|>on  town,  he  comes 
hither  to  quarrel  with  his  best  niend,  if  not  his  only 
one  of  decent  station." 

,  "  I  renounce  such  hollow  friendship,  my  lord,'*  said 
liord  Glenvarloch ;  '*I  disclaim  the  character  which, 
even  to  my  very  faccL  you  labour  to  fix  upon  m&  and 
ore  we  part  I  will  call  you  to  a  reckoning  for  it." 

"  My  lords  both,"  interrupted  Sir  Ewes  Haldimund, 
**let  me  remind  yoo  that  the  Royi|l  Park  is  no  place 
to  quarrel  in." 

M  will  mAkc  my  guarrel  good,"  said  Nigel,  who 
did  not  know,  or  hfi  his  passion  might  not  have  recol- 
lected, the  pnvileges  or  the  places  "wherever  I  find 
tor  enemy." 

*•  You  shall  find  quarrelling  enough/'  replied  Lord 
Dalgarno,  cabniy,  '*  so  soon  as  you  asnen  a  sufficient 
cause  for  it.  Sir  Ewes  Haldimund,  who  knows  the 
Court,  will  warrant  you  that  I  am  not  backw&rd  on 
such  occasions.— But  of  what  is  it  that  you  now  com- 
plain, after  having  experienced  nothing  save  kindness 
nom  me  and  myromilyT" 

*'  Of  vour  family  I  complain  not,"  replied  Lord  Glen- 
Tarlocn ;  "they  havedone  for  me  all  they  could,  more^ 
'  far  more,  than  I  could  have  expected :  but  yoti,  my 
lord,  have  suflered  me,  while  you  caJled  me  your 
friend,  to  be  traduced,  where  a  word  of  your  mouth 
wotild  have  nlap«?d  my  character  in  its  true  colours— 
and  henco  the  injurious  message  whirh  I  just  now 
received  from  the  Prince  of  Wales.  To  permit  the 
misrepresentation  of  a  friend,  my  lord,  is  to  share  in 
the  slander." 

**Vou  have  been  minnfbrmed,  my  Lord  Glenvar- 
loch,"  sain  Sir  Kwes  Haldimund;^*!  have  myself 
often  heard  cord  Dalgarno  defend  your  character,' and 
re^et  that  your  exclusive  attachment  to  the  pleasure 
ot  a  London  life  prevented  your  pacing  your  duty  re- 
gularly to  the  King  and  Prince." 

"  mUe  he  himself,"  said  Lord  Glenvarioch,  "d'u- 
luaded  me  from  presenting  myself  at  Court." 

"  1  will  cut  this  matter  short,"  said  Lonl  Dalgarno, 
with  haughty  coldness.  "  You  seem  to  have  con- 
rrived,  my  lord,  that  you  and  I  were  Pylades  and 
Orestes— a  second  edition  of  Damon  and  Pythias- 
Theseus  and  Pirithous  at  the  least.  You  are  mis- 
taken, and  have  given  the  name  of  friendship  to  what, 
on  my  part,  was  mere  good-nature  and  compassion 
for  a  raw  and  ignorant, countryman,  joined  to  the 
cumbersome  charge  which  my  father  gave  me  re- 
Bpecting  you.  Your  character,  my  lord,  is  of  no  one's 
drawing,  but  of  your  own  making.  I  introduced  jrou 
where,  as  m  all  such  nlaces,  there  was  good  and  in- 
diflertmt  company  to  be  met  with— your  habits,  or 
ta^te,  made  you  prefer  the  worse.  Your  holy  honor 
at  tnn  sight  of  dice  and  cards  degenerated  into  the 
cautmus  resolution  to  i>tay  only  at  those  times,  and 
with  such  persons,  as  might  ensure  your  rising  a  vnn- 
ner— no  man  can  lon^  do  so,  and  continue  to  be  held 
a  gentleman.  Such  is  the  reputatbn  you  have  made 
for  yourself,  and  you  have  no  right  to  he  angry  that  I 
do  not  contradict  in  society  what  vourself  know  to  be 
true.  Let  us  pass  on,  my  lord ;  and  if  you  want  farther 
exnlnnation,  seek  some  other  time  and  fitter  place." 

**  No  time  can  be  better  than  the  present,"  said 
Lord  Glenvnrloch,  whose  resentment  was  now  ex- 
rited  to  the  uttermost  by  the  cold-blooded  and  insult- 
ing manner  in  which  Dalgarno  vindicated  himself,— 
*'  no  place  fitter  than  the  place  where  we  now  stand. 
Those  of  my  bouse  have  ever  avenged  insult,  at  the 
moment,  and  on  tne  spot,  where  it  was  ofiered,  were 
tt  at  the  foot  of  the  throne.— Lord  Dalgarno,  vou  are 
a,  villain!  draw  and  defend  yourself."  At  the  same 
time  he  unsheathed  his  rapier. 

"  Are  you  mnd  T*  said  Lord  Dalgarno,  stepping 
back ;  '*  wc  are  in  the  predncta  oi  the  Court." 


"The  better,"  answered  Locd  Gleowiochs  "l 
will  cleanse  them  from  a  oolummator  and  a  cowaBO.** 
He  then  pressed  on  Lord  DalgainOi  and  struck  hia 
with  the  flat  of  the  sword. 

The  fray  had  now  attracted  attention,  and  the  ay 
went  round,  ^Keejp  the  peace— keep  the  peaco— 
s words  drawn  in  the  Park  J— What,  no !  guards!— 
keepers—yeomen  rangers !"  and  a  number  of  peo^ 
came  rushing  to  the  spot  from  all  aides. 

Lord  Dalgarno,  who  had  half  drawn  hu  swon!  od 
receiving  the  blow,  returned  it  to  his  scabbard  when 
he  observed  the  crowd  thicken,  and,  taking  Sir  E«t» 
Haldimund  by  the  arm,  walked  hastily  bwsv,  only 
saying  to  Lord  Glenvarioch  as  they  left  him,  ,  Yon 
•hall  dearly  ab\-e  this  insult— we  wul  meot  again." 

A  decent-looking  elderly  man.  who  observed  dui 
Lord  Glenvarioch  remained  on  the  spot,  taking  com- 
passion on  his  yquthftil  appearance,  said  to  him,  ^An 
you  aware  this  is  a  S  tar-Chamber  business,  vowix 
gentleman,  and  that  it  may  cost  you  yoor  right  mail 
—Shift  for  yourself  before  the  kees>er8  or  coostshlei 
oome  np— Get  into  Whitsfriars  or  aomowber^  6r 
sanctuary  and  concealment,  till  you  can  make  moof 
or  quit  the  city." 

The  advice  was  not  to  be  neglected.  Lmdcaa* 
varloch  made  hastily  towards  the  issue  from  Iks 
Park  by  Saint  James's  Palace,  then  Saint  Jansi^i 
Hospital.  The  hubbub  increased  behind  him ;  aad 
several  peace-officers  of  the  Royal  Household  caoK 
up  to  apprehend  the  delinquent  Fortunately  Iv 
Nigel,  a  popular  edition  of  the  cause  of  the  affiavkad 

g}ne  abroad.  It  was  said  that  one  of  the  DiAs  d 
uckingham*s  companions  had  insulted  a  atraniS 
gentleman  from  the  country,  and  that  tho  strangs 
had  cudgelled  him  soundly.  A  favourite,  or  the  cob- 
panion  of  a.favourite,  is  always  odious  to  John  BbI, 
who  has,  beskies.  a  partiality  to  thooe  dispatanit, 
who  proceed,  as  lawyers  term  it,  var  voye  du  ftU, 
and  both  prejudices  were  in  Nigca's  favour.  1%c 
officers,  therefore,  who  came  to  apprehend  him,  ooald 
learn  from  the  t>pectators  no  particulars  of  his  appear- 
ance, or  information  concerning  thff'road  be  had 
taken ;  so  that,  for  the  moment,  he  escaped  bsisf 
arrested. 

What  Lord  Glenvarioch  heard  among  the  anmd 
as  he  passed  along,  was  sufficient  to  satisfy  hbn.  ihsc 
in  his  impatient  passkm  he  had  placed  himaeu  m  t 
predicament  of  considerable  danger.     He  was  as 
stranger  lo  the  severe  and  arbitrary  nrooeediuss  d 
the  Court  of  Star-Chamber,  espedaUy  in  casts  d 
breach  of  privilege,  which  made  it  the  tenor  «(f  aP 
men  t  and  it  was  no  farther  back  than  the  Qimb^i 
time  that  the  punishment  of  mutilation  had  Um 
actually  awsrded  and  executed^  for  aome  oflence  ci 
the  same  kind  which  he  had  just  commuted.    He 
had  also  the  comfortable  reflection,  that^bf  his  violepi 
quarrel  with  Lord  DaLpirno,  he  moat  now  fiadeii  iW 
friendship  and  good  offices  of  that  nobIemai|*e  Athar 
and  sister,  almost  the  only  persons  of  consMlenrlioo 
in  whom  he  could  claim  any  interest  \  while  all  tike 
evil  (eporiB  which  had  been  put  in  cumilatioik  ooa*- 
ceming  his  character,  were  certain  to  weigh  heaviy 
against  hun,  in  a  case  where  much  must  neoeaaaify 
des)end  on  the  reputation  of  the  accused.  To  a  yond^ 
ftil  imsgination,  the  idea  of  such  a  pnniahmeikt  at 
mutilation  seems  more  ghaatly  than  death  itself;  airi 
every  word  which  he  overheard  among  the  i 

which  he  met,  mingled  with,  or  overtook  aad  i .,_ 

announced  this  as  the  penalty  of  his  offimce.  Hi 
dreaded  to  increase  his  pace  for  foar  of  attractiaf 
suspicion,  and  morn  than  once  tew  the  tmntian 
officers  so  near  him.  that  his  wrist  tingled  as  if  alnadhr 
under  the  blade  of  the  dismemberiBg  Knife.  At  lenSft 
he  got  out  of  the  Park,  and  had  a  little  more  liswas 
to  consider  what  he  was  next  to  do. 

IVhitcfriars,  adjacent  to  the  TempK  the«  ^neO 
known  by  the  cant  name  of  Alsaoa,  had  at  thie  tmm, 
and  for  nearly  a  century  afterwards,  the  privilMMOf 
a  sanctuary,  unless  against  the  writ  of  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice^oroftheLordsof  thePrivy-Coundl.  Indeed, 
as  the  place  abounded,with  desperadoes  of  every  de- 
scription,—bankrupt  dtizena,  ruined  gameeten^  iin^ 
claimable  prodigals,  desperate  daellista,  bravoeai  ho- 
micides, and  de^  tuched  piofligatei  of  evsrv  4' 
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QML  all  Imgoed  together  to  meiDtain  the  immumties 
of  meir  aByram,-4t  was  bothMifficult  and  unsafe  for 
the  ofiEioers  of  the  law  to  execute  warrants  emana- 
ting even  froih  the  highest  authority,  amongst  men 
whose  safety  was  inconsistent  with  warrants  or 
ULlbority  of  any  kind.  This  Lord  GlenTarloch  well 
knew ;  and  odious  as  the  place  of  refuge  was.  it  seem- 
ed the  only  one,  where,  for  a  space  at  least,  he  might 
be  concealed,  and  secure  from  the  immediate  grasp  of 
the  law,  until  he  should  have  leisure  to  provide  better 
for  his  safety,  or  to  get  this  unpleasant  matter  in  some 
■hspe  accommodated. 

Meanwhile,  as  Nigel  walked  hastily  forward  to- 
wards the  place  of  sancmary,  he  bitterly  blamed  hira- 
aelf  for  suffering  Lord  Dalgamo  to  lead  him  into  the 
hautts  of  disopatioQ ;  and  no  less  accused  his  intem- 
perate heat  of  passion,  which  now  had  driven  liim  for 
rsfiige  into  the  purlieus  of  profane  and  avowed  vice 
tod  debauchery.  .      ,      .. 

**  Dalgamo  spoke  but  too  truly  m  that,"  were  his 
bitter  reflections ;  "  I  have  made  myself  an  evil  repu- 
Ution  by  acting:  on  his  insidious  counsels  and  neg- 
lecting the  wholesome  admonitions  which  ought  to 
have  claimed  implicit  obedience  from  me,  and  which 
leoommended  abstinence  even  from  the  slightest  ap- 
*  Dioaeh  to  eviL  But  if  I  escape  from  the  perilous  la- 
byrinth in  which  folly  and  mexperienoe,  as  well  as  vio- 
mi  passions,  have  mvolved  me,  I  will  find  some  no- 
ble way  of  redeeming  the  lustre  of  a  name  which  was 
never  sullied  until  I  bore  it." 

As  Lord  Glenvarloch  formed  these  iprudent  resolu- 
tioiu,  he  entered  the  Temple  Walks,  whence  a  gats 
ttllat  time  opened  into  Whitefriars,  by  which,  as  by 
ihe'niore  private  passage,  he proposed'to  betake  him- 
lelC t»  the  sanctuary.  As  he  approached  the  entrance 
to  tlut  den  of  infamy,  from  which  his  mind  recoiled 
even  while  in  the  act  of  taking  shelter  there,  his  pace 
iliekenedi  while  the  steep  and  broken  staurs  re- 
uinded  him  of  the  facilU  descensus  AvemL  and 
rndered  hun  doubtful  whether  it  were  not  better 
to  brave  the  worst  which  could  befall  him  in  the 
public  haunts  of  honourable  men,  than  to  evade  pu- 
ojihment  by  secluding  himself  in  those  of  avowed  vice 
«od  protlieacy. 

<s  Nigel  hesitated,  a  young  gentleman  of  the  Tem- 
ple u  Wanced  towards  mm,  whom  he  had  often  seen, 
tnd  80u}«time8  conversed  with,  at  the  ordinary,  where 
he  was  a  frequent  and  welcome  guest,  being  a  wiki 
voung  gallant,  indifferently  well  provided  with  money, 
who,  spent  at  the  theatres,  and  other  gay  places  of 
public  resort,  the  time  which  his  father  supposed  he 
was  employing  in  the  study  of  the  law.  But  Regi- 
nald Lowestoife,  such  was  the  young  Templars 
name,  was  of  opinion  that  Uttle  law  was  neces- 
■ary  to  enable  him  to  spend  the  revenues  of  the  pa- 
ternal acres  which  were  to  devolve  upon  him  at  nis 
Other's  demise,  ana  therefore  gave  himself  no  trouble 
ts  acooire  more  of  that  science  than  mi^ht  be  imbi- 
bed along  with  the  learned  air  of  the  region  in  which 
he  had  his  chambers.  In  other  respects,  he  was  one 
of  the  wits  of  the  placa  read  Ovid  and  Martial,  aim- 
el  atauick  repartee  and  pun,  (often  very  far  fetched,) 
danced,  fenced,  played  at  tennis  and  performed  sun- 
dry tunes  on  the  fiddle  and  French  horn,  to  the 
peat  annoyance  of  old  Counsellor  Barretter,  who 
oved  in  the  chambers  immediately  below  him.  Such 
was  Reginald  Lowestoffe,  shrewd,  alert,  and  well 
^cqushitea  with  the  town  through  all  its  recesses, 
but  in  a  sort  of  disrespectable  way.  This  gallant,  now 
approaching  the  Lord  Glenvarloch,  saluted  hun  by 
name  and  title,  and  asked  if  his  lordship  designed  for 
the  Chevaliei^s  tliis  day,  observing  that  it  was  near 
noon,  and  the  woodcock  would  be  on  the  board  ere 
they  could  reach  the  ordinary. 

I  do  not  go  tliete  to-day,"  answered  Lord  Glen- 
nrk)ch. 

"  Which  way,  then,  my  lord  Y*  said  the  young 
Templar,  who  was  perhaps  not  undesirous  to  parade 
k  part  at  least  of  the  street  in  company  with  a  lord, 
though  but  a  Sc:ottish  one. 

, .  I— I"— said  Nigel,  desiring  to  avail  himself  of 
tnia  young  man's  local  kiiowlalge,  yet  unwilling  and 
ashamed  to  acknowledge  his  intention  to  take  refuge 
u  M  disrepuuble  a  quarter,  or  to  describe  the  situa- 
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tion  in  which  he  siooi—**l  have  somecuriosity  to  set 
Whitefriars." 

"  What !  your  lordship  is  for  a  frolic  mto  Alsatia  7*' 
said  Lowstoflfe— "  Have  with  you,  my  lord-Tyou  can* 
not  have  a  better  guide  to  the  infernal  regions  than 
myself.  I  promise  you  there  are  bona-robas  to  bo 
found  there— good  wine  too,  ay,  and  good  fellows  to 
drink  it  with,  though  somewhat  suffering  under  the 
frowns  of  Fortune.  But  your  Ibrdship  will  pardon 
me— you  are  the  last  of  our  acquaintance  to  whom  I 
would  have  proposed  such  a  voyage  of  discovery." 

"  I  am  obliged  to  you.  Master  Lowestoffe,  for  the 
good  opmion  you  have  expressed  in  the  observation," 
said  Lord  Glenvarloch;  "hut  my  present  circumstan* 
ces  may  render  even  a  residence  of  a  day  or  two  in 
the  sanctuary  a  matter  of  necessity." 

"  Indeed !' "^  said  Lowestoffe,  in  a  tone  of  great  sur- 
prise;  "I  thought  your  lordship  had  always  taken 
care  not  to  risk  ^ny  considerable,  stake— I  beg  par- 
don, but  if  the  bones  have  proved  perfidious^  I  know 
just  so  much  law  as  that  a  peer's  person  is  sacred 
from  arrest;  and  for  mere  impecuniosity,  mv  lord, 
better  shift  can  be  made  elsewherathan  in  White- 
friars, where  all  are  devouring  each  other  for  very 
poverty." 

"  My  misfortune  has  no  connexion  with  want  of 
money."  said  Nigel. 

"Why,  then,  1  suppose."  said  Lowestofb  "you 
have  been  tilting,  my  lord,  and  have  pinked  your 
man ;  in  which  case,  and  with  a  purse  reasonably 
furnished,  you  may  lie  perdu  in  Whitefriars  for  a 
twelvomonth'<~Marry,  but  you  must  be  entered  and 
received  as  a  member  of  their  worshipful  society,  my 
lord,  and  a  frank  bui)g[her  of  Alsatia— so  far  you  must 
condescend :  there  wUl  be  neither  peace  nor  saietf 
for  you  else." 

"  My  fault  is  not  in  a  degree  so  deadly,  Master  Lowe- 
stoffe," answered  Lord  Glenvarloch,  "  as  you  seem 
to  conjecture— I  have  stricken  a  gentleman  in  tho 
Park,  that  is  all." 

"  By  my  hand,  my  lord,  and  you  had  better  have 
struck  your  sword  through  him  at  Barns  Elma" 
said  the  Templar.  "  Strike  within  the  verge  of  tho 
Court!  You  will  find  that  a  weighty  dependenoo 
upon  your  hands,  especially  if  your  party  be  of  rank- 
and  have  favour." 

"I  will  be  plain  with  you,  Master  Lowestofife,"  said 
Nigel,  "  since  I  have  gone  thus  far.  The  person  1 
struck  was  Lord  Dalgamo,  whom  you  have  seen  at 
Beaiueu's." 

"  A  follower  and  fiivourite  of  the  Duke  of  Buckings 

ham!— It  is  a — ' ^ '-  '    *^  ' 

my  heart  was  1 


a  most  unhappy  chance,  my  lord ;  but 
IS  formed  in  England,  and  cannot  bear 


to  see  a  young  nobleman  borne  down,  as  you  are  like 
to  be^  We  converse  here  gready  too  OMn  for  your 
circumstances.  The  Templars  would  suner  no  battilT 
to  execute  a, writ,  and  no  gentleman  to  be  arrested 
for  a  duel,  within  their  precmcts ;  but  in  such  a  mat- 
ter between  Lord  Dalgamo  and  your  lordship,  there 
miffht  be  a  party  on  either  aide.  You  must  away 
with  me  instantly  to  my  poor  -chambers  here,  hard 
by.  and  undergo  some  little  chance  of  dress  ere  you 
take  sanctuary ;  for  else  you  wUl  have  the  whole 
rascal  rout  of  the  Friars  about  you,  like  crows  upon 
a  falcon  Hhat  strays  into  thdr  rookery.  We  must 
have  you  arrayed  something  more  like  the  natives  of 
Alsatia,  or  there  will  be  no  life  there  for  you." 

While  Lowestoffe  spoke,  he  pulled  Lord  Glenvar- 
loch along  with  him  into  his  chambers,  where  he  had 
a  handsome  library,  fiUed  with  ail  the  poems  and' 
play  books  which  w«^«  then  in  fashion.  The  Tem- 
plar then  despatchea  -  boy,  who  waited  uponhimt  to 
procure  a  dish  or  two  iVom  the  next  cook's  shop; 
"and  this,"  he  said,  "must  be  your  lordship's  dinner, 
with  a  Y^ass  of  old  rack,  ot  which  my  grandmother 
^tke  heavens  requite  her  \\  sent  me  a  dozen  bottlea 
with  char^o  to  use  the  liquor  only  with  clarified 
whey,  when  I  felt  my  breast  ache  with  over  study. 
Marry,  we  will  drink  the  good  lady's  health  in  it,  if  it 
is  your  lordship's  pleasure,  and  you  shall  see  how  we 
poor  students  eke  out  out  mutton-commons  in  tho 
hall." 

Ilie  outward  door  of  the  charpbers  was  barred  sm 
soon  as  tho  boy  had  re-entioed  with  the  food  i  %\m 
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boy  was  ordered  to  keep  close  watch,  and  admit  no 
•-.1^  ^  and  Lowestofie,  by  example  and  precept,  preaa- 
ed  ma  noble  guest  to  partake  of  hia  hospitality.  His 
frank  and  forward  manners,  though  much  aJifering 
from  the  courtly  ease  of  Lord  Dalgamo,  wen  calcu- 
lated to  make  a  fiivourable  impression;  and  Lord 
Glenvarloch,  though  hia  experience  of  Dalgamo's 
perfidy  had  taught  him  to  be  cautious  of  reposing 
faith  in  friendly  profeaabns,  could  not  avoid  testify- 
kig  his  gratitude  to  the  young  Templar,  who  seemed 
BO  anxioua  for  his  safety  and  accommodation. 

"  You  may  spars  your  gratitude  any  great  sense  of 
obligation,  my  lord,"  said  the  Templar.  "  No  doubt 
I  am  willing  to  be  of  use  to  any  gentleman  that  has 
cause  to  aing  Fhrtune  my  foe,  and  particularly  proud 
to  serve  your  lordship's  turn ;  but  1  have  also  an  okl 
srudge.  to  speak  Heaven's  truth,  at  your  opposite, 
LonT  Dalgamo." 

"May  I  ask  upon  what  account,  Master  Lowe- 
Btolle?"  aaid  Lom  Glenvarloch. 


you  were  not  by,  aa  your  lordahip  always  left  us  be- 
fore deep  play  beean— I  mean  no  offence,  but  such 
was  your  rordahip'a  custom— when  there  were  wordls 
between  Lord  Dalgarno  and  me  concerning  a  certain 
game  at  gleek,  and  a  certain  mournivat  of  aces  held 
by  his  lordship,  which  went'  for  eight— tib,  which 
went  for  fifteen— twenty-three  in  all.  Now  I  held 
jdng  and  queen,  being  three— a  natural  towser,  ma- 
king fifteen— and  tiddy,  nineteen.  We  vied  the  ruff, 
'and  revied,  as  your  lordship  may  suppose,  till  the 
•take  was  equal  to  half  my  yearly  exhibition,  fifty  as 
ftir  yellow  canary  birds  as  e*er  chirped  in  the  bottom 
of  a  green  talk  purse.  Well  my  ford,  I  gained  the 
oardflL  and  lo  you!  it  pleases  his  lordship  to  say  that 
we  played  without  tiddy;  and  as  the  rest  stood  by 
and  backed  him,  and  especially  the  sharking  French- 
man, why,  I  was  obliged  to  lose  more  than  I  shall 
gain  all  the  season.— So  judge  if  I  have  not  a  crow 
to  pluck  with  his  lordship,  was  it  ever  heard  there 
was  a  gam^e  at  gleek  at  the  ordinary  befofie,  without 
counting  tiddy  ?— marry  guep  upon  his  lordship  I— 
Bvery  man  who  comes  there  with  his  purse  in  his 
hand,  is  as  free  to  make  new  laws  as  he,  I  hope 
■noe  touch  pot  touch  penny  makes  every  man  equal." 

Aa  Master  Lowestofie  ran  over  this  jargon  of  the 
g&ming-table,  Lord  Glenvarloch  was  both  ashamed 
and  mortified,  and  fdt  a  severe  pang  of  aristocratic 
prida  wheniie  concluded  in  the  sweeping  clause  that 
the  dice,  Uke  the  grave,  levelled  those  distinguishing 
points  of  society,  to  which  Nigel's  early  prejudices 
dung  perhaps  but  too  fondly.  It  was  impossible, 
however,  to  object  any  thing  to  the  learned  reasoning 
of  the  young  Templar,  and  therefore  Ni^  was  con- 
tented to  turn  the  conversation,  by  manng  some  in- 
Qukies  respecting  the  present  state  of  Whitefriars. 
There  also  his  host  was  at  home. 

'^Vou  know,  my  lord,"  said  Master  Lowfestoffe, 
'*thaC  we  Templars  are  a  power  and  a  dominion 
within  ourselves,  and  I  am  proud  to  say  that  I  hold 
•ome  rank  in  our  republic— was  treasurer  to  the  Lord 
of  Misrule  last  year,  and  am  at  this  present  moment 
m  nomination  tor  that  dignity  mysel£  In  ftuch  cir- 
cumstances, we  are  under  the  necessity  of  maintain- 
inff  an  amicable  interoouree  with  our  neighbours  of 
Aisatia,  even  as  the  Christian  States  find  themselves 
oAen,  in  mere  policy,  obliged  to  make  alliance  with 
the  Grand  Turtc,  or  the  Barbary  Sutes." 

*'  I  should  have  imagined  you  gentlemen  of  the 
Temple  pore  independoit  of  your  neighbours,"  said 
Lord  Glenvarloch. 

"You  do  us  sohaething  too  much  honour,  my  lord," 
■aid  the  Templar;  "  thfi  Alsatians  and  we  have  some 
coramufi  enemies,  and  wa  have^  under  the  rose,  ^nli 
common  friends.  We  are  in  the  use  of  Mocking^  all 
bailiffs  out  of  our  bounds,  and  we  are  powerfully  aided 
»y  our  neigh^ura,  who  tolerate  not  a  rag  belonging 
to  them  withm  theire.— Moreover,  the  Alsatians  nave 
—I  beg  you  to  understand  me— the  power  of  protect* 
tog  or  distressing  our  friends,  ma}e  or  female,  who 
My  be  obliged  to  se^  sanctuary  within  their  bounds. 
Ja  snort,  tw  two  communities  serve  each  other, 


thou^  the  league  is  between  states  of  uneiinal  qusL* 

2ft  and  I  may  myself  say  that  I  have  treated  of  smi- 
ry  weighty  affairs,  and  have  been  a  negotittcr  wdl 
S proved  on  both  sides.— But  hark-^aik— i^ii 
at?" 

The  sound  by  which  Master  Lowestofie  was  in- 
terrupted, vt'as  that  of  a  distant  horn,  winded  loud  vai 
keenly,  and  followed  by  a  faint  and  remote  huzza. 

'*  There  is  something  doing,"  said  Lowestoffe  "ia 
the  WhitefHars  at  this  moment  That  is  the  ■mil 
when  their  privilegea  are  invaded  by  tipstafi'or  buUf; 
and  at  the  blast  of  the  horn  they  all  swarm  out  ts 
the  rescue^  as  bees  wh^  their  iiive  is  distorbed,- 
Jump,  Jim,"  he  said,  calling  out  to  the  attendant, 
**and  see  what  they  are  doing  in  Aisatia.— That  bas- 
tard of  a  boy,"  he  continued,  as  the  lad,  accustoaud 
to  the  precipitate  haste  of  his  master,  tumbled  nthcr 
than  ran  out  of  the  apartment,  and  ao  down  itm^ 
"is  worth  gold  in  this  quartei^he  serves  six  mastot 
—four  of  them  in  distinct  Numbers  and  yoo  irooU 
think  him  present  like  a  fiiiry  at  the  mere  vnifa  of 
him  that  for  the  tune  most  needs  his  attendant  Ih 
scout  in  Oxford,  no  mp  m  Cambridge,  ever  malciMd 
him  in  speed  and  uitelugence.  He  knows  the  Kep  of 
a  dun  from  that  of  a  chent,  when  it  reaches  thevoy  ^ 
bottom  of  the  staircase;  can  tell  the  trip  of  apmqr 
wench  from  the  step  of  a  bencher,  when  at  the  uppar 
end  of  the  court;  and  is,  t^ke  him  all  in  all— Bat  I 
see  your  lordship  is  anxiou»— May  I  press  anothff 
cup  of  my  kind  grandmother's  cordial,  or  wdl  yoB 
allow  me  to  ahow  you  my  wardrobe^  and  act  aa  yov 
wdet  or  groom  of  the  chamber?" 

Lord  Glenvarloch  hesitated  not  to  ackoowlediii 
that  ho  was  painfully  sensible  of  his  present  aitua* 
tion,  and  anxious  to  do  what  must  needs  be  done  fo 
his  extrication. 

The  good-namred  and  thoughtless  young  Templar 
readily  aoquieseed,  and  led  the  way  into  his  little  Ded- 
room,  whercL  6rom  bandboxes,  portmanteaiis,  mail- 
trunks,  not  forgetting  an  old  walnut-tree  wardrobe^ 
he  bojan  to  select  the  articles  which  he  thought  beat 
Buitea  effectually  to  diwuise  his  ^est  in  ventmiog 
into  the  lawless  and  turbulent  society  of  Aisatia. 
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Coim  hither^  roimg  one,— Mark  i 


I  Thovftrtnow 


Mongat  mm  o'  the  iword,  Uiat  live  by  repiotati 
More  thnn  by  conetant  tncome— Stncie-mitad 


They  are,  1  grant  you ;  yet  each  dngle  enit 
Maintains,  on  tiie  rough  guew,  a  thooMuid  fWlowam- 
And  they  be  men,  who,  hazarding  their  ail, 
Needful  apparel,  neceesary  incomd. 
And  human  booy,  and  immortal  lottl,  I 

Do  in  Uie  mery  deed  but  hazard  nothing—  | 

■    SoetrictlyiathatAixboukdinrevenioiit 

Clothee  to  the  broker,  income  to  the  vunxrer,  \ 

And  body  to  diieaae,  and  loul  to  Um  roufflMid  ; 
Who  iaugha  to  see  Soldadoea  and  Fooladoeii.  I 

Play  better  than  himaeUhiagame  on  mtOL^TkimttU 

'*  Your  lordship,"  said  Reginald  Lowestoffe,  "must 
be  content  to  exchange  your  decent  and  court-be 
seeming  rapier,  which  I  will  retain  in  safe  keeping 
for  this  broadsword,  with  an  hundred  weight  of  nntv 
iron  about  the  hilt,  and  to  wear  these  nugeimiM 
slops,  instead  of  your  civil  and  moderate  hose.  We 
allow  no  cloak,  for  your  ruffian  idways  walka  in 
euerpo ;  and  the  tarnished  doublet  of  bald  vehret, 
with  its  discoloured  embroidery,  and—- I  gnerre-vn 
•speak  it— a  few  atains  from  the  blood  of  the  grapei 
will  beat  suit  the  garb  of  a  roaring  boy.  I  wilflea*! 
you  to  chiinge  your  suit  for  an  instant,  till  I  can  help 
to  truss  you?' 

Lowestofie  retired,  whfle  slowly,  and  with  faesi 
tation,  Nigel  obeyed  his  instructions.  He  felt  di^ 
pleasure  and  disgust  at  the  scoundrelly  disguise  which 
he  waa  under  the  necessity  of  assuming ;  but  whoi 
he  considered  the  bloody  consequences  which  law 
attached  to  his  rash  act  of  violence^  the  essy  and 
indifferent  temper  of  James,  the  prejudices  of  his  aoo, 
the  overbearing  influence  of  the  Duke  of  Bucking- 
ham, which  was  sure  to  be  thrown  into  the  scale 
against  him  t  and.  above  all,  when  he  reflected  that 
ho  must  now  look  upon  the  active,  aaaduons,.  and 
msinuaung  Lord  Dalgamo,  as  a  bitier  enemy,  reason 
tokl  him  he  waft  in  a  situation  of  pail  which  tiiuie 
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need  all  honest  means,  even  the  most  unseemlr  in 
ontwaid  appearance,  to  extricate  himself  from  so 
danfirerous  a  predicament 

While  he  was  changing  his  dress,  and  musing  on 
these  particulars,  his  fnendly  host  reentered  the 
sleeping  apartment  " Zounds  f  he  said,  "my  lord, 
it  was  well  you  went  not  straight  into  that  same 
Alsatia  of  ours  at  the  time  yon  proposed,  for  die 
hawks  have  stooped  upon  it.  Here  is  Jem  come 
Mck  with  tidings,  that  he  saw  a  pursuivant  there 
with  a  privy-council  warrant,  and  half  a  score  of 
yeoman  assistants  armed  to  the  teeth,  and  the  horn 
which  we  heard  was  sounded  to  oill  out  the  posse 
•f  the  Friars.  Indeed,  whto  old  0uke  Hildebrod 
saw  that  the  quest  was  after  some  one  of  whom  he 
knew  nothing,  he  permitted,  out  of  courtesy,  the 
man-catcher  to  search  through  his  dominions,  quite 
eertain  that  they  would  take  litUe  by  their  motions; 
for  Doke  Hildebrod  is  a  most  judicxms  potentate.— 
Go  back,  you  bastard,  and  bring  us  word  when  all 
jscnnet" 

"And  who  may  Duke  Hikfebrod  bef  said  Lord 
Glenvailoch. 

**  Nouns  1  my  lord,"  said  the  Templar.  **  h»Te  yoa 
fived  80  long  on  the  towiL  and  never  hearc  of  the 
valiant,  and  as  wise  and  politic  as  valiant,  liuAe  Hil- 
debrod, grand  protector  m  the  Uberdes  of  A  satia  7  I 
thonght  the  man  had  never  whirled  a  die  but  was 
ftmiuar  with  his  fame." 

**Yet  I  have  never  heard  of  him,  Ulster  Lowe- 
ilofie^"  said  Lord  Glenvarloch ;  "or,  what  is  the  same 
thing;  I  have  paid  no  attention  to  auglit  that  may 
have  passed  in  conversation  respecting  him." 

"why,  then,"  said  Lowesto^— **but,  first,  let  me 

have  the  honour  of  trussing  you.    Now,  observe,  I 

hire  left  several  of  the  poinu  untied,  of  set  purpose ; 

ukf  if  it  please  you  to  let  a  small  portion  of  your 

thirt  be  seen  betwixt  your  doublet  and  the  band  of 

jDor  upper  stock,  it  will  have  so  much  the  more 

rakish  enact,  and  will  attract  you  respect  in  Alsatia, 

where  linen  is  something  scarce.    Now,  I  tie  some 

of  the  points  carefully  asquint,  for  your  ruffianly 

gallant  never  appears  too  accurately  trussed— so." 

'*  Arrange  it  as  you  will,  sir,"  said  Nigel ;  *'  but  let 
me  hear  at  le^t  something  of  the  conditions  of  the 
unhappy  distnct  into  which,  with  other  wretches,  I 
am  compelled  to  retreat." 

"Why,  my  lord,"  replied  the  Templar,  *' our  neigh- 
bouring state  of  Alsatia,  which  the  law  calls  the 
Sanctuary  of  Whitefriars!  has  had  its  mutations  and 
revolutions  like  greater  kingdoms;  and,  being  in 
some  sort  a  lawless,  arbitrary  government,  it  follows, 
of  course,  that  these  have  been  more  freouent  than 
our  own  better  raifulated  commonwealth  of  the 
Templars,  that  of  Gray's  Inn,  and  other  similar  as- 
sociations, have  had  the  fortune  to  witness.  Our 
traditions  and  records  speak  of  twenty  revolutions 
widlun  the  last  twelve  years,  in  which  the  aforesaid 
iUte  has  repeatedly  chaneed  from  absolute  despot- 
ism to  republicanism,  not  lorsetting  the  intermediate 
stages  of  oligarchy,  limited  monarchy,  and  even 
cynocracy ;  for  I  myself  remember  Alsaua  governed 
for  nearlv  nine  months  by  an  old  fish  woman.  Then 
it  fell  under  the  dominion  of  a  broken  attorney,  who 
was  dethroned  by  a  reformado  captain,  who,  proving 
tyrannical,  was  deposed  by  a  hedjge-parson,  who  was 
sucoeededL  upon  resignation  of  his  power,  by  Duke 
Jacob  Hildebrod,  of  that  name  the  first,  whom  Hea- 
ven longjfjreserve." 

"And  IS  this  potentate's  government,"  saidLoid 
Glenvarloch,  forcing  himself  to  take  some  interest  m 
the  conversation,  "of  a  despotic  character  V 

"Pardon  me,  my  lord,"  said  the  Templar;  "this 
said  sovereign  is  too  wise  to  incur,  like  many  of  his 
predecessors,  the  odium  of  wielding  so  important  an 
authority  bjliis  own  sole  will.  He  has  established 
a  eouncfl  of  states  who  regularly  meet  for  their  mom- 
mg's  draught  at  seven  crclock;  convene  a  second 
time  at  eleven  for  their  anU-meniUenuor  whet;  and, 
aaaembling  in  solemn  conclave  at  the  hour  of  two 
afternoon,  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  for  the  good 
of  the  ooiAmon wealth,  are  so  prodigal  of  their  laoour 
']&  the  service  of  the  state,  that  they  seldom  separate 
before  midnight.    Into  this  worthy  senate^  c  )mpoBed 


partly  of  Duke  Hildebrod*s  predecessors  in  his  \atlt( 
ofQce,  whom  he  has  associated  with  him  to  prevent 
the  envy  attending  sovereign  and  sole  authority,  I 
must  presently  introduce  your  lordship^  that  they  may 
admit  you  to  the  immunities  of  the  Fnars,  and  assigo( 
you  a  place  of  residence." 

**Doe8  their  authority  extend  to  such  regulation  1*' 
said  Lord  Gienvarlocb. 

"The  council  account  it  a  main  point  of  their  privi 
le^es,  my  lord,"  answered  Lowestofie : "  and  in  fact; 
it  IS  one  of  the  most  powerful  means  ov  which  they 
support  their  authority.  For  when  Duie  Hildebrod 
and  his  senate  find  a  topping  householder  in  the  Fnanf 
becomes  discontented  and  factious,  it  is  bntaS8ignin|( 
him,  for  a  lodger,  some  fat  bankrupt,  or  new  resi- 
denter,  whose  circumstances  require  refiiga  and  whose 
purse  can  pay  for  it,  and  the  malecontent  becomes  as 
tractable  as  a  lamb.  As  for  the  poorer  refugees*  they 
let  them  shift  as  they  can ;  but  the  registration  oi  theuc  ^ 
names  in  the  Duke's  entry-book,  and  the  pajrment  of 
garnish  conforming  to  their  circumstances,  is  never 
dispensed  with ;  and  the  Friars  would  be  a  very  un- 
safe residence  for  the  stranger  who  should  dispute 
these  points  of  jurisdiction."' 

"Well,  master  Lowestoffe,"  said  Lord  Glenvarloch, 
"  I  must  be  controlled  by  the  circumstances  which 
dictate  to  me  this  state  of^  concealment— of  eoarse,  I 
am  desirous  not  to  betray  mv  name  and  rank." 

"  It  will  be  highly  advisable,  my  lord,"  said  Lowe- 
stofie; *'  and  is  a  case  thus  provided  for  in  the  statute* 
of  the  republic,  9r  monarchy,  or  whatsoever  you  call 
it.— He  who  desires  that  no  questions  shall  be  asked 
him  concerning  his  name,  cause  of  refoge,  and  the 
like,  mav  escape  the  usual  interrogations  upon  pay- 
ment of  double  the  garnish  otherwise  belonging  ta 
his  condition.  Complying  with  this  essential  stipula- 
tion, your  lordship  may  register  yourself  as  King  of 
Bantam  if  you  wdl,  for  not  a  question  will  be  asked 
of  you.— But  here  comes  our  scout,  with  ^ews  of 

Ksace  ,and  tranquillity.  Now,  I  will  go  ^th  yout 
rdship  myself,  and  present  you  to  the  council  or  Al- 
satia, with  all  the  influence  which  I  have  over  them 
as  an  office-bearer  in  the  Templig  which  is  not  sli^t ; 
for  they  have  come  halting  ofi^  upon  all  occasions 
when  we  have  taken  part  against  them,  and  that  they 
well  know.  The  time  is  propitious,  for  as  the  councu 
is  now  met  in  Alsatia,  so  the  Temple  walks  are  quiet. 
Now,  my  lord,  throw  your  cloak  about  you,  to  hide 

Snr  presont  exterior.  You  shall  give  it  to  the  boy  at 
e  foot  of  the  stairs  that  go  down  to  the  Sanctuary: 
and  as  the  ballad  says  that  Queen  Eleanor  sunk  at 
Charing-Cross  and  rose  at  Queenhithe,  so  yon,  shall 
sink  a  nobleman  in  the  Temple  Gardens,  and  nse  an 
Alsatian  at  Whitefiiars." 

They  went  out  accordingly,  attended  by  the  little 
scout,  traversed  the  gardens,  descended  the  stahs,  and 
at  the  bottom  the  young  Templar  exclaimed,— "And 
now  let  us  smg,  with  Ovkl, 

'  In  noTE  fert  uiiiiiui  tntttatSB diews ftwiMS'^ 
Off  ofi*,  ye  lendings  1"  he  continued,  in  the  ssme  vebu 
"via,  the  curtain  that  shadowed  Borgia!— But  how 
now,  my  lord  1"  he  continued,  when  he  observed  Lord 
Glenvarloch  was  really  distressed  at  the  demdmg 
change  in  his  situation,  "  I  trust  yon  are  not  onendea 
at  my  rattling  folly  7  I  would  but  reconcile  you  to 
your  pre^nt  circumstances,  and  give  yon  the  tone  of 
this  strange  place.  Conie,  cheer  up;  I  trust  it  will 
only  be  your  rfesidenoe  for  a  venr  few  days." 

Nigel  was  only  able  to  press  nis  l^and,  and  reply  m 
a  whisper;  "  I  am  sensible  of  your  kindniess.  I  know 
I  must  dnnk  the  cup  whnh  my  own  folly  has  filled 
for  me.    Pardon  me,  that,  at  the  first  taste  I  feel  its 

Reginald  Lowestoflb  was  bustlin^y  o£Mou8  and 
good-natured ;  but,  used  to  hve  a  scramblmg,  rakish 
course  of  life  himself;  he  had  not  the  least  idea  of  the 
extent  of  Lord  Glenvarioch's  mental  sufierings,  and 
thought  of  his  temporary  concealment  as  if  it  wera 
merely  the  trick  of  a  wanM  boy,  who  plays  at  hide- 
and-seek  with  his  tutor,  ^ith  the  appearance  of  the 
place,  too,  he  was  fampiaf— but  on  his  oompamon  it 
produced  a  deep  seneatbh. 

The  ancient  Sanctuary  at  Whitefriars  lay  consider 
ably  lower  than  the  elevated  terraces  and  gardens  o^      . 
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the  Temple,  and  was  therefore  generajhr  involired  in 
the  dami^  and  fogs  aiiain^  fix>m  tii^e  Tbamee.  The 
brick  buildinga  by  which  it  was  occupied,  crowded 
closely  on  each  other,  for.  in  a  place  so  rarely  privi- 
leged, everyfootof  ground  was  valuable;  but,  erected 
in  many  cases  by  persons  whose  funds  were  inade- 
quate to  their  speculations,  the  houses  were  generally 
Insumdent,  and  exhibited  the  lamentable  signs  of 
having  beoome  ruinous  while  they  were  yet  new. 
liie  wailing  of  children,  the  scolding  of  their  mothers, 
the  miserable  exhibition  of  ragged  linens  hung  from 
the  windows  to  dry.  spoke  the  wants  and  distresses 
of  the  wretched  inhabitants :  while  the  sounds  of 
complaint  were  mocked  and  overwhelmed  in  the 
riotous  shoutS|  oaths,  profane  songs,  and  boisterous 
laughter,  that  issued  from  t^e  alehouses  and  taverns, 
which,  as  the  signe  indicated,  were  equal  in  number 
to  all  the  other  nouses  (  and,  that  the  full  character 
of  the  place  might  be  evident,  several  faded,  tinsdled, 
and  painted  females,  looked  boldly  at  the  strangers 
from  their  open  lattices,  or  more  modestly  seemed 
busied  with  thecracked  flower-pot&  filled  with  migno- 
nette and  rosemary,  which  were  disposed  in  front  of 
the  windows  to  the  great  risk  of  the  passengers. 

"  Semi-raaueta  Venus,'*  said  the  Templar,  pointing 
to  one  of  these  nymphs,  who  seemed  afraid  of  obser- 
ration,  and  partly  concealed  herself  behind  the  case- 
ment, as  she  churped  to  a  miserable  blackbird,  the 
tenant  of  a  wicker  prison,  which  hung  outside  on  the 
black  brick  wall—"  I  know  the  face  of  yonder  waist- 
ooateer/'  continued  the  guide ;  "  and  I  could  wager  a 
rose-noble,  from  the  posture  she  stands  in,  that  she 
has  clean  head-sear,  and  a  soiled  night-rail.— But 
here  come  two  of  the  male  inhabitants,  smoking  like 
moving  volcan9es !  These  are  roaring  blades,  whom 
Niootia  and  Trinidado  serve,  I  dare  swear,  in  lieu  of 
beef  and  pudding;  for  be  it  known  to  you,  my  lord, 
that  the  King's  counter-blast  against  the  Indian  weed 
will  no  more  pass  current  in  Alsatia,  than  .will  his 
writ  of  capiat. 

As  he  spok^  the  two  smokers  approached :  shaggy, 
unoombed  ruffians,  whose  enormous  mustaches  were 
turned  back  over  their  ears,  and  mmf;[led  with  the 
wild  elf-locks  of  their  hair,  much  of  which  was  seen 
under  the  old  beavers  which  they  wore  aside  upon 
their  heads,  while  some  straggling  portion  escaped 
through  the  rents  of  the  hats  aforesaid.  Their  tar- 
nished plush  jerkins,  large  slops,  or  trunk-breeches, 
their  broad  greasy  shoulder-belts,  and  discoloured 
■GAifs,  and,  above  all.  the  ostentatious  manner  in 
>  which  the  one  wore  a  broadsword,  and  the  other  an 
extravagantly  long  rapier  and  poniard,  marked  the 
true  Alsatian  bully,  then,  and  for  a  hundred  years 
afterwards,  a  well-known  character. 

'*Tonr  out,"  said  the  one  ruffian  ts  the  other  i 
'tour  the  bien  mort  twiring  at  the  gentry  cove  1*'* 

"  I  smell  a  spy,'*  replied  the  other,look]ng  at  NigeL 
*C%alk  him  across  the  poepers  with  your  cheery.^t 

"Bing:  avast,  bing  avast  r  replied  ms  companion  r 
**yon  other  is  rattung  Reginald  hoyrestom  of  the 
Temple— I  know  him;  he  is  a  good  boy,  and  free  <^ 
the  provmce.'* 

So  sayins,  and  enveloping  themselves  m  another 
thick  douoof  smoke,  they  went  on  without  fiirther 
greeting. 

"  Crasto  in  aaref*  said  the  Templar.  "You  hear 
what  a  character  the  im|)udent  knaves  give  me  i  but, 
•0  It  serves  your  lordship's  turn.  I  care  not— And, 
now,  let  me  ask  your  lordship  what  name  you  will 
assume,  for  we  are.  near  the  ducal  palace  of  Duke 
Hildebrod." 

^I  wUl  be  called  Grahame,"  said  NigeTi  "it  was 
my  mother's  name." 

^*  Oiime,"  repeated  the  Temj^, "  will  suit  Alsatia 
well  enoumi— both  a  grim  and  jpimy  place  of  reflige." 

"I  said  Grahams  sir,  notGnme,"^Mid  Nigel,  some- 
thing shortly,  and  laying  an  emphasis  on  the  vowel— 
for  lew  Scotsmen  understand  raillerv  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  their  names. 

.  "  I  beg  pardon,  my  lord,"  answered  'the  undiscon* 
eerted  punster;  ^but  Oraam  will  suit  the  drcum- 

LMkaharpk   8Mhowtti6gMi««oqMUBf withttMftiuiie 
li  him  over  ttje  eret  with  yow  daggv. 
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stsnce,  too-i  t  mufies  tribnlauon  m  the  Hifl^  DotdL 
and  your  lordship  must  be  considered  as  a  man  unS 
trouble." 

Nigel  lau«d^ed  at  the  pertinacity  of  the  Templar; 
who,  proce^mg  to  point  out  a  sign  rq)resentin&  or 
beheved  to  represent  a  dog  attackmg  a  bull,  and  nuh 
nimp  at  his  head,  in  the  true  scientific  style  of  onset,- 


here," said  he,  "doth  faithful  Duke 


•roddeil' 


forth  laws^  as  well  its  ale  and  strong  waters,  tola 
faithful  Alsatians.  Being  a  determined  chsmpioa  of 
Pans  Garden,  be  has  chcsen  a  sign  correspondinxts 
his  habits ;  and  be  deals  m  giving  drink  to  the  thntf, 
that  he  himself  may  drink  without  paying,  and  recdw 
pay  for  what  is  drunken  by  others.— Let  us  enter  tfa» 
ever-open  gate  of  this  second  Axylus." 

As  they  spoke,  they  entered  the  dilapidated  tavaa. 
which  was,,  nevertheless,  more  ample  in  dioieoaooi 
and  less  nimous,  than  many  houses  in  the  stmesfl 
neighbourhood.  Two  or  three  hagwd.  ragged  dni^ 
era,  ran  to  and  fro,  whose  lookalute  those  of  ewfa^ 
seemed  only  adapted  for  midnight,  when  other  cm* 
tures  sleeo,  and  who  by  dav  seemed  bleared,  mH, 
and  only  half  awake.  Gmoed  by  one  of  these  but 
ing  Ganymedes,  they  entered  a  room,  where  the  fee- 
ble rays  of  the  sun  were  almost  wholly  edipie&Vf 
volumes  of  tobacco  smoka  rolled  from  the  tnbeief 
the  company,  while  out  of  the  cloudy  sanctuary  iron 
the  old  chant  of— 


"OldtirBimontholCinr,  ' 
And  old  Sir  Simon  the  Kiii«, 
WiUihiiir-' 


And  his  aJo-drcoptd  how. 
And  tijif  htf  diag^-diof-diBf." 

Duke  Hijdebrod,  who  hunsdf  condescended  to 
chant  this  ditty  to  his  .loving  subjects,  was  a  tooo- 
strously  fat  old  man,  with  only  one  eye;  and  a  nam 
which  bore  evidence  to  the  frequency,  strength,  tod 
depm  of  his  potations.  He  wore  a  murrey-cobuRd 
plush  jerkuK  stamed  with  the  overflowings  of  tk 
tankard,  and  much  the  worse  for  wear,  and  onbatp 
toned  at  bottom  for  the  ease  of  his  enormous  pauncL 
Behind  hiin  lay  a  favourite  bull-dog,  whose  round 
head  and  smgle  black  glancing  eye,  as  well  aa  the 
creature^  great  corpulence,  gave  it  a  buriesqnc  re- 
semblance to  Its  master. 

The  well-bdoved  counsellorB  who  snrronnded  ihe 
ducal  throne,  incensed  it  with  tobacco,  pledged  its 
occupier  m  thick,  clammy  ale,  and  echoed  back  b 
choral  songiL  were  Satraps  worthy  of  such  a  SoU» 
The  buff  jerkm,  broad  belt,  and  ion&  sword  of  one. 
^owed  hun  to  be  a  Low  Coimtrv  soldier,  wboselook 
of  scowling  importance,  and  drunken  impudem, 
were  designed  to  sustain  his  title  to  call  hunaelf  a 
Rovmg  Blade.  It  seemed  to  Nigel  that  he  had  aeeo 
this  feUow  somewhere  or  other.  A  hed^s-paraon,  or 
buckle-b«sgar,  as  that  order  of  priesthood  has  beea 
miertrerently  termed,  sat  on  the  Duke's  left  and  waa 
easQy  distmguished  by  his  torn  band,  flappd  hat,  and 
the  remnants  of  a  rusty  cassock.  Besiae  the  dusoa 
sat  a  most  wretched  and  meagre-looking  old  mas, 
with  a  threadbare  hood  of  coarse  kersey  upon  bia 
head,  and  buttoned  about  his  neck,  while  his  pinched 
features,  like  those  of  old  Daniel,  were  illuminated  bf 


Thiongh  the  taitlook  of  dott«e  ttm  amniiiff  aad  dr.* 
On  his  left  was  placed  a  broken  attorney,  whoJor 
some  inal-practices,  had  been  struck  from  the  roQei 
pracnuoners,  and  who  had  nothing  left  of  hisproiiis- 
non,  excepting  its  roguery.  One  or  two  persona  of 
less  figure,  amongst  whom  there  was  one  face,  whicj 
like  that  of  the  soldier,  seemed  not  unknown  to  Ni- 
gel, though  he,  could  not  recollect  where  he  had  aeea 
it^mpieted  the  counal-board  of  Jacob  Duke  HiUb- 
brod* 

The  strangere  had  fiiU  tune  to  observe  all  this;  tx 
lus  grace  the  Duke,  whether  uresistibly  earned  on  by 
the  full  tide  of  harmonjr,  or  whether  to  impress  the 
strangers  with  a  proper  idea  of  his  oonsequenosb  chose 
to  sing  ms  ditty  to  an  end  before  addressing  thm 
though,  dunng  the  whole  time,  he  closely  scrntinind 
them  with  hi^sinide  optic. 

When  Duke  Hikiebrod  had  ended  his  song,  he  in- 
formed his  Peere  that  a  worthy  officer  of  theTempIs 
attended  them,  and  commanded  the  captam  andpar* 


OiA».  xvn.] 


THB  BORTDNE9  OF  NIGfiL. 


■on  to  abandon  their  eaay-cham  in  behalf  of  (he  two 
•trangent  whom  he  placed  on  hia  right  and  left  hand. 
The  worthy  representativea  of  the  army  and  the 
ohurch  of  Aisatia  went  to  place  themselves  on^a  era- 
ly  form  at  the  bottom  of  the  table,  which,  ill  calcula^ 
ted  to  BQfltain  men  of  such  weight,  gave  way  under 
them,  and  the  man  of  the  sword  and  man  of  ,the 

S»wn  were  rolled  over  each  other  on  the  floor,  amidst 
e  exalting  ahouta  of  the  company.  They  arose  in 
wrath,  contending  which  should  vent  his  displeasure 
in  the  loudest  and  deepest  oaths,  a  strife  in  which  the 
parson's  superior  acquaintance  with  theology  enabled 
aim  greatly  to  excel  the  captain,  and  were  at  length 
with  difRcolty  tranquillized  bv  the  arrival  of  ihe  alarm- 
ed waiters  with  more  atabfe  chairs,  and  by  a  long 
drau|;ht  of  the  cooling  tankard.  When  this  commo- 
tion was  appeased,  and  the  strangers  courteously  ac- 
oommodated  with  flagons  after  the  fisshion  or  the 
others  present,  the  Duke  drank  prosperity  to  the 
Temple  in  the  most  gracious  manner,  togetner  with 
a  cap  of  welcome  to  Master  Resinald  Lowestone ; 
and,  this  courtesy  having  been  thankfully  acc^ted, 
the  party  honoured  prayed  permission  to  call  for  a 

eon  of  Rhenish,  over  which  he  proposed  to  open 
boainesa. 
The  mention  of  a  liquor  so  superior  to  their  usual 
potatioDS  had  an  instant  and  most  favourable  effect 
U|>on  tlie  little  senate ;  and  its  immediate  appearance 
mi^t  be  said  to  secure  a  favourable  ^eceptx)n  of  Mas- 
ter Lovirestoffe's  proposition^  which,  after  a  round  or 
two  had  circiAated,  be  explained  to  be  the  adi^sion 
of  his  friend  Master  Nigel  Grahame  to  the  benefit  of 
tbe  sanctuary  and  other  immunities  of  Aisatia,  in  the 
Aaracter  of  a  ^and  compounder :  for  so  were  those 
tamed  who  paid  a  double  fee  at  their  matriculation. 
Border  to  avoid  laying  before  the  senate  the  peculiar 
dteumstances  which  compelled  them  to  take  refuge 
there. 

The  worthy  Duke  heard  the  proposition  with  g^ee, 
which  glittered  in  his  single  eye :  and  no  wonder,  as 
it  was  a  rare  occurrence,  ana  of  peculiar  advantage 
to  his  private  revenue.  Accordingly,  he  commanded 
his  ducal  register  to  be  brought  him,  a  huge  book,  se- 
cured with  brass  clasps  like  a  merchant's  leger,  and 
whose  leaves,  stained  with  wine,  and  slabbered  with 
tobacco  juice,  bore  the  names  Probably  of  as  many 
roKues  aa  are  to  be  found  in  the  Calendar  of  Newgate. 
Nijgel  was  then  directed  to  lay  down  two  nobles 
aa  his  /ansom,  and  to  claim  privuege  by  reciting  the 
following  doggerel  verses,  which  were  dictated  to  him 
by  the  Duke  t— 

"  Tonr  luppKant,  by  oanM 

Nigel  Grahame, 

lb  IWar  of  mitbtp 

Frofii  a  thoulder-tap  | 

And  dreadioff  a  claw 

Prom  the  taloDa  of  law 
That  are  sharper  than  brien  { 

Hii  fteedom  to  mm, 

▲od  leaeue  br  70a— 

Thronf  h  weapon  and  wit. 

From  warrant  and  writ, 

Prom  bailiff's  hand, 

From  tipetaff 'a  wand, 
b  come  hither  to  whitefriraa.** 

As  Duke  Hildebrod  with  a  tremulous  hand  began 
to  make  4he  entry,  and  had  already,  with  superfluous 

rerosity,  spelled  Nigel  with  two  g's  instead  of  one. 
was  interrupted  by  the  parson.*  This  reverend 
gentleman  had  been  whispering  for  a  minute  or  two, 
not  with  the  captain,  but  with  that  other  individual, 
who  dwelt  imperfectly,  as  we  have  already  mention- 
^iin  Nigel's  memory,  and  being,  perhaps,  still  some- 
thing malecontent  on  account  of  the  late  accident, 
be  now  requested  to  be  heard  before  the  registration 
tookjplace. 

*' The  person,"  he  said,  "who  hath  now  had  the 
assurance  to  propose,  himself  as  a  candidate  for  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  this  honourable  society, 


•Thie  euroos  refieter  is  still  in  existence,  beinr  in  possefsion 
j>r  that  eininent  antiquary  Dr.  Drjrasdust,  who  liberailr  oflered 
theanthoi'  permission  to  have  the  Qatofinph  of  Duke  Hildebrod 


encraved  as  an  illustration  of  this  passafe.  Unhappily,  being 
rironnu  as  Ritson  himaclf  in  adtiennc  lo  the  very  letter  of  his 
eopy,  the  worthy  Doctor  elogired  his  muniflcenct!  with  the  con- 
dition that  wc  should  «<::opt  the  Duko's  orthogTaphy,  and  en- 
tfllfl  the  work  "  The  Fortunes  uf  Ntfjrle,"  with  which  stipula- 
liTn  we  did  not  tuioic  it  necessazy  to  comply. 


IS,  m  nlain  terms,  a  bei^^rly  Scot,  and  we  hav« 
enoujgh  of  these  locysts  m  London  already->if  wo 
admit  such  palmer-worms  and  caterpillars  to  the 
Sanctuary,  we  ahall  soon  have  the  whole  nation." 

"  We  are  not  entitled  to  inquire."  aaid  DukeHild^ 
brod,  "  whether  he  be  Scot,  or  French^  or  English  { 
seeinfi;  he  has  honourably  laid  down  his  gamiih,  ha 
ia  entitled  to  our  protection." 

"  Word  of  denial,  most  Sovereign  Duke,"  replied 
the  parson,  "I  ask  him  no  questions— his  speech  be- 
wrayeth  him-yhe  is  a  Oalifean— and  his  garnish  is 
forfeited  for  his  assurance  in  coming  within  this  our 
realm ;  and  I  call  on  you,  Sir  Duke,  to  put  the  laws 
in  force  against  him  I"    « 

The  Templar  here  rose,  and  was  about  to  tntermpt 
the  deliberations  of  the  court,  when  the  Duke  gravely 
assured  him  that  he  should  be  heard  in  behalf  of  his 
friend,  so  soon  as  the  council  had  finished  their  de- 
liberations. 

The  attorney  next  rose,  and,  mtima^g  that  h« 
was  to  speak  to  the  point  of  law.  8aid>-"It  was  easy 
to  be  seen  that  this  gentleman  did  not  come  here  in 
any  civil  case,  and  that  he  believed  it  to  be  the  story 
they  had  already  heard  of  ix>nceming  a  blow  given 
within  the  ve(ge  of  the  Park— that  the  Sanctuary 
would  not  bear  out  the  ofiender  in  sucn  a  case— and 
that  the  queer  old  Chief  would  send  down  a  broom 
which  would  sweep  the  streets  of  Aisatia  from  the 
Strand  to  the  Stairs ;  and  it  was  even  policy  to  thmk 
what  evil  might  come  to  their  republic,  by  shdtering 
an  alien  in  such  circumstances.'^ 

The  captain,  who  had  sat  ynpatiently  while  these 
opmions  were  expreased.  now  sprung  on  his  feet  with 
the  vehemence  of  a  cork  bouncing  from  a  bottle  of 
brisk.beer,  and  turning  up  his  mu8« aches  with  a  mar 
tial  air,  cast  a  glance  of  contempt  on  the  lawyer  and 
churchman,  while  he  thus  expressed  his  opinion. 

"  Most  noble  Duke  Hildebrod  I  When  I  hear  such 
base,  skeldering,  coistril  propositions  come  from  the 
counsellors  of  your  grace,  and  when  I  remember  the 
Huflk  the  Muns,  and  the  Tityretu'a  by  whom  your 
grace  a  ancestors  and  predecessors  were  advised  on 
such  occasions,  I  begin  to  think  the  spirit  of  action  is 
as  dead  m  Aisatia  as  in  my  old  grannam ;  and  yet 
who  thinks  so  thinks  a  lie,  aince  i  will  find  as  many 
roanng  boys  in  the  Friars  aa  ahall  keep  the  liberties 
against  all  the  scavengers  of  Westminster.  And.  if 
we  should  be  overborne  for  a  turn;  death  and  dark- 
ness !  have  we  not  time  to  send  the  gentleman  off 
by  water,  Either  to  Paris  Garden  or  to  the  banksidel 
and,  if  he  18  a  gallant  of  true  breed,  will  he  not  mkke 
us  full  amends  for  all  the  tix)uble  we  have?  Let 
other  societies  exist  by  the  law,  I  say  that  we  brisk 
boys  of  the  Fleet  live  in  spite  of  it ;  and  thrive  best 
when  we  are  m  nght  oppoaition  to  ngn  and  seal,  writ 
and  warrant  aergeant  and  tipsta^  catchpoll  and 
bum-bailey." 

This  speech  was  followed  by  a  murmur  of  appro- 
bation, and  Lowestoffe,  striking  in  before  the  favou- 
rable sound  had  subsided,  reminded  the  Duke  and 
his  council  how  much  the  security  of  their  state  de- 
pended upon  the  amity  of  the  Templars,  who,  Iqr 
clpsmg  iheir  gates,  could  at  pleasure  shut  agamst  the 
Alsatians  the  communication  betwixt  the  Friars  and 
the  Temple,  and  that  as  they  conducted  themselves 
on  this  occasion,  so  would  they  secure  or  lose  the 
benefit  of  his  interest  with  his  own  body,  which  they 
knew  not  to  be  inconsiderable.  "  And,  in  respect  of 
niy  fnend  being  a  Scotsman  and  alien,  as  has  been 
observed  by  the  reverend  divine  and  learned  law 
yer,  you  are  to  oonaider,"  said  Lowestoffe,  "  for  what 
he  18  pursued  hither— why,  for  giving  the  bastinado, 
not  to  an  Englishman,  but  to  one  ofhis  own  coun- 
tivmen.  Ana  for  my  own  simple  part,"  he  continu- 
ed, touching  Lord  Glenvarloch  at  the  same  time,  to 
make  him  understand  he  spoke  but  injest,  "uaU 
the  Scots  in  London  were  to  fight  a  Welsh  main, 
and  kill  each  other  to  a  man.  the  survivor  would,  m 
my  humble  opinion,  be  entitled  to  our  gratitude,  as 
having  done  a  most  acceptable  service  to  poor  Old 
England." 

A  shout  of  laughter  and  applause  followed  this  in- 
genious apology  for  the  clienrs  state  of  alienage;  and 
the  Templar  followed  up  his  plea  with  the  for 
2i»* 
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pithf  propomtion:—  I  knowwelL"  said  he»  "it  is 
the  custom  of  the  fatben  of  this  old  and  honourable 
republic,  ripely  and  well  to  consider  all  (heir  proceed- 
ings over  a  proper  allowance  of  Ik^uor ;  and  far  be  it 
from  me  to  propose  the  breach  of  so  laudable  a  cus- 
tom, or  to  pretend  that  such  an  affair  as  the  present 
can  be  wed  and  constitutionally  considered  during 
the  discussion  of  a  pitiful  gallon  of  Rhenish.  But  as 
it  is  the  same  thing  bd  Uus  honourable  conclave 
whether  they  drink  firat  «^d  determine  afterwards, 
or  whether  they  determine  fi^t  and  chink  afterwaidi^ 
I  propose  your  grace,  with  the  advice  of  your  wise 
$ad  iK)tent  senators,  shi^  pass  your  edic^  granting 
to  mine  honourable  friend  the  immunitiee  of  the 
flaoo,  and  assigning  him  a  lodanft  according  to 
TOUT  wise  fiirms,  to  which  he  will  presently  ratire, 
peing  somewhat  spent  with  this  day's  action ;  where- 
V|)on  I  will  presently  order  you  a  rundlet  of  Khenisb. 
with  a  corresponding  quanuty  of  neats'  tongues  and 
pickled  herrings,  to  make  you  all  as  glorious  as 
George-a-Green.  * 

This  overture  was  received  with  a  general  shout  o( 
applause,  which  altogether  drowned  the  voice  of  the 
dissidents,  if  any  there  were  amongst  the  Alsadan 
senate  who  could  have  resisted  a  proposal  so  popu- 
lar. The  words  o£  kind  heart  I  noble  gentleman  J 
fSenerous  gallant!  flew  from  mouth  to  mouth:  the 
mscnption  of  the  petiuoner's  name  in  the  great  book 
was  hastily  completed,  and  the  oath  administered  to 
hmi  by  the  worthy  Doge.  Like  the  Laws  of  the 
Twelve  Tables,  of  the  ancient  Cambro-Britons,  and 
other  primitivB  nation^  it  was  couched  in  poetry,  and 
lan  as  follows.*— 

"  Bt  ipiffot  and  banet, 

BybilDoeandbuir; 
Thou  art  svorn  tn  Um  qaiRel 

OrihebladegofUMhuii: 
For  Vhiteft-iar«  and  iti  olaiina 

To  be  champion  or  martyr. 
And  to  flaht  for  ita  damaa 

Like  •Knight  of  tba  Garter.** 

Nigel  felt,  and  Meed  exhibited,  some  dis^^tat  this 
mummery ;  but  the  Templar  reminding  him  that  he 
was  too  far  advanced  to  draw  back,  he  repeat^  the 


*'  From  the  touch  of  the  tip. 

From  the  bliahtof  the  warrant, 
From  the  watchmen  who  akip 

On  the  Harman  Bock's  errand ; 
From  the  bailiflT'i  cramp  apoeeh 

Tliat  makea  man  a  thrall, 
I  charm  thee  from  each. 

And  I  charm  (Itee  from  all. 
Thf  f>eedom*a  complete 

Aaa  Blade  of  the  Huii; 
To  be  cheated  and  cheaV 

To  be  cuif 'd  and  to  cttflT; 
To  ttride,  iiwear,  and  dwagfor, 
To  drink  till  rou  stagger, 

To  atare  and  to  atab;        ^ 
And  to  brandiah  your  dagger 

In  the  caUM  or  yonr  drab : 
To  walk  wool-ward  in  winter, 

Drink  bmndy,  and  onoke. 
And  go/ruce  m  anminer 

For  want  of  a  cloak  ; 
To  eke  out  your  living 

Br  the  wag  of  your  elbow, 
By  fulham  and  gourd. 

And  by  baring  of  bilboe ; 
To  live  by  your  ahirU. 

And  to  swear  by  your  honour, 
Aro  the  ft*eedom  and  gifts 

Of  which  I  am  the  donor."  • 

This  homily  being  performed,  a  dispute  arose  con- 
eemmg  the  special  residence  lo  be  assigned  the  new 
prother  of  the  Sanctuary  ;  for,  as  the  AUatians  held 
It  a  maxim  m  their  commonwealth^  that  ass's  milk 
ntttens,  there  was  usually  a  compeution  among  the 
mhabitants  which  should  have  the  managing,  as  it 
was  termed,  of  a  new  member  of  the  society. 

The  Ilector  who  had  spoken  so  warmly  and  criti- 

•  ®r5*  <»?*  T**r<**  ««<*.'n  this  manguratory  oration,  some 
tM  obrlcus  fn  their  meanmg,  others,  as  Hannan  Beck  (con- 
.•«We,>  and.  Uie  like,  den v»  their  aouroe  ftom  that  ancient  piece 
cl  liaveoffmpli^,  the  SUof  Diouonary. 


cclly  in  Nkel's  behall  stood  cat. bow  duvakooif 
in  behalf  ota  certain  Blowselinda,  or  Bonstropst  wm 
had,  it  seems,  a  room  to  hire,  once  the  occaaootl 
residence  of  Slicing  Dick  of  Paddington,  who  latdf 
suffered  at  Tyburn  and  whose  untimely  exit  had  beoi 
hitherto  mourned  by  the  damsel  in  solitary  widow  • 
hood,  aAer  the  fashion  of  the  turtle-dove. 

The  captain's  interest  wa^  however,  overruled,  ia 
behalf  of  the  old  gentleman  m  the  kersey  hoed,  who 
was  believed,  even  at  his  extreme  age,  to  undentand 
the  plucking  of  a  pigeon  as  well,  or  better,  than  uj 
man  of  Alsatia. 

This  venerable  personage  was  a  usurer  of  some  no- 
toriety, called  Trapboi%  and  had  very  lately  done  tfat 
state  considerable  service  in  advancmg  a  subsidy  i»> 
cessary  to  seciu-e  a  fresh  importation  of  Uquora  to  tin 
Duke's  cellars,  the  wine-merchant  at  the  Viotiy  W 
ing  scrupulous  to  deal  with  so  great  a  man  £»  aiqr 
thins  but  ready  money. 

When,  therefore,  the  old  gentleman  arose,  and  vilh 
much  coughing,  remindedthe  Duke  that  he  bad  | 
poor  apartment  to  let,  the  claims  of  all  otheniwi 
set  aside,  and  Nigel  was  assigned  to  Trapbois  « )m 
guest. 

No  sooner  was  this  arrangement  made,  than  Loid 
Glenvarloch  expressed  to  Lowestoffe  his  unpatieDce 
to.  leave  this  discreditable  assembly,  ano  took  \m 
leave  With  a  careless  haste,  which,  but  for  the  nrndJat 
of  Rhenish  wine  that  entered  just  aa  he  left  the  apartr 
ment,  might  have  been  taken  in  bad  part  The  yooof 
Templar  accompanied  his  friend  to  ths  house  of  thg 
old  usurer,  with  the  road  to  wii.ch  he  and  some  other 
youngsters  about  the  Temple  were  even  but  too  w«ll 
acouainted.  .On  the  way,  he  assured  Lord  61eava^ 
loch  that  he  was  going  to  the  only  clean  house  ia 
Whitefriars ;  a  property  which  it  owed  solely  to  tin 
exertions  of  the  old  man's  only  daughter,  an  eldcily 
damsel,  ugly  enough  to  frighten  sin,  yet  likely  to  m 
wealthy  enough  to  tempt  a  puritan,  so  soon  aa  die 
devil  had  got  her  old  dad  for  his  due.  As  Lowestoft 
spoke  thus,  they  knocked  at  the  door  of  the  bouas^ 
and  the  sour  stern  countenance  of  the  female  by  whom 
it  was  opened,  fully  confirmed  all  that  die  'Templar 
had  said  of  the  hostess.  ,She  heard  with  an  ungra- 
cious and  discontented  air  the  young  Templar'a  is- 
formation,  that  the  gentleman,  his  companion,  wn 
to  be  her  father's  lodger,  muttered  something  aboM 
the  trouble  it  was  likely  to  occasion,  but  ended  bf 
showing  the  stranger's  apai'tment,  which  was  bettt 
than  could  have  been  augured  from  the  general  v 
pearance  of  the  place,  ana  much  larger  in  extent  thaa 
that  which  he  had  occupied  at  Paul  s  Wharf;  though 
inferior  to  it  in  neatness. 

Lowestoffe,  having  thus  seen  his  friend  fairly  in- 
stalled in  his  new  apartmenL  and  havmg  obtained  for 
him  a  note  of  the  rate  at  which  he  could  be  accom- 
modated with  victuals  from  a  neighbouring  cook's 
shop,  now  took  his  leave,  offering,  at  the  same  dme^ 
to  send  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  Lord  Glenvarioch's 
baggage,  from  his  former  place  of  residence  to  hit 
new  lodging.  Nigel  mentioned  so  few  articles,  that 
the  Templar  could  not  help  observing,  that  his  lord- 
slup,  it  would  seem,  did  not  intend  to  enjoy  his  new 
privileges  long. 

**  They  are  too  little  suited  to  my  habits  and  taste^ 
that  I  should  do  so,"  replied  Lord  GlenvoHoch. 

"  You  may  change  your  opinion  to-morrow,"  said 
Lowestoffe ;  "  and  so  I  wish  you  a  good  even.  To- 
morrow I  will  visit  you  betimes." 

The  morning  came,  but  instead  of  the  TemjJar, 
i«  brought  onlya  letter  from  hhn.  The  epistle  stated, 
that  Lowestoffe's  visit  to  Alsatia  had  drawn  do^^n 
the  animadversions  of  some  crabbed  old  pantaloons 
among  the  benchers,  and  that  he  judged  it  wise  not 
to  come  hither  at  present,  for  fear  of  attracting  too 
much  attention  to  Lord  G!envarloch*8  place  oi  res^ 
dence.  He  stated,  that  he  had  taken  moa?ares.fi)r 
the  safety  of  his  baggage,  and  would  send  him,  by  a 
safe  hand,  his  money-casket,  and  what  articles  be 
wanted.  Then  followed  some  sage  advices,  dicuted 
by  Lowestoffe's  ncquaintance  witn  Alsatia  and  its 
manners.  He  advised  him  to  keep  the  usurer  in  tM 
moat  absolute  uncertainty  concerning  the  state  of  lilt 
funds— never  to  throw  a  main  with  the  captain,  whs 
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waa  ia  t]ie  habit  of  plarin^  drv-fistedL  and  paymff  his 
losses  with  three  ^oweU;  ana,  finally,  to  beware  of 
Duke  Hildebrod,  who  was  as  sbaip,  he  said,  as  a 
needle^  though  he  had  no  more  eyes  than  are  pos- 
sessed by  that  necessaiy  implement  of  female  indus- 
tiy. 

CHAPTER  XVIII. 
jfMltr.   Vlmt  1  dtaded  bf  a  fladi  of  Cupid's  ninor, 
Vlth  which  the  boT.  u  mortal  mrehtna  woat, 
fttDS*  back  the  ninbeam  in  the  ere  of  p—wngcfi 
Than  laitKha  to  Me  them  ftuiabte  I 

DoM^Utr.   Mother  I  no— 
ttyaaalichtninrflMh  which  da8dediiM» 
AM  DOW  Shall  theae  eyeaaee  true  acalo. 

BetfMd  Pvddttg.'^A*  M  Bnglbk  Cmmif. 

It  is  necessary  that  we  should  leare  our  hero  Nlgol 
fyt  a  time,  althoua^  in  a  situation  neither  safe,  com- 
fortable, nor  creditable,  in  order  to  detail  some  par- 
ticalars  which  have  immediate  connexion  with  his 
fortunes. 

It  waa  but  the  third  day  after  he  had. been  forced 
to  tske  refoABin  the  house  of  old  Trapbois,  the  noted 
nsorer  of  whitefriars,  commonly  called  Golden 
TrapboisL  when  the  pretty  dau^ter  of  old  Ramsay, 
the  watcnmaker,  after  having  piously  seen  her  father 
Vmsh  his  breakfast,  (fi'om  the  fear  that  he  might,  in 
tn  abstruse  fit  of  thought,  swallow  the  salt-ceUar 
nstead  of  a  crust  of  the  brown  loaf|)  set. forth  from 
the  house  as  soon  as  he  was  sgam  plunged  into  the 
depth  of  calculation,  and,  accompanied  only  by  that 
iiDthfiil  old  drudge,  Janet,  the  Soots  Laundress,  to 
^m  her  whims  were  laws,  made  her  way  to  Lom- 
\»rd  Street,  and  disturbed  at  the  unusual  hour  of 

0^  in  the  morning,  Aunt  Judith,  the  sister  of  her 

worthy  godfather. 

Tae  venerable  maiden  received  her  young  visiter 

vidi  no  great  complacency;  for^  naturally  endugh, 
iIm  had  neither  the  same  adnuradon  of  her  very 
^tty  countenance,  nor  allowance  for  her  foolish  and 
arlisb  impatience  of  temper,  which  Master.  George 
Beiiot  entertained.  Still  Mistress  Margaret  was  a 
fovourite  of  her  brother's,  whose  will  was  to  Aunt 
Judith  a  supreme  law;  and  she  contented  herself 
with  asking  ner  untimew  vimter,  **  what  she  made  so 
early  with  her  pale,  chitty  face,  in  the  streets  of 
London  V* 

"  I  would  speak  with  the  Lady  Hermione,"  an- 
swered the  almost  breathleta  girl,  while  the  blood 
ran  so  fast  to  her  face  sa  totally  to  remove  the  objec- 
tion of  paleness  which  Aunt  Judith  had  made  to  ner 
complexion. 

*' with  the  Lady  HermioneT'  said  Aunt  Judith— 
'^with  the  Lady  Hermoinel  and  at  this  time  in  the 
morning,  when  she  will  scarce  see  any  of  the  familv, 
even  at  seasonable  hours  7  You  are  craiy,  you  silly 
wench,  or  yon  abuse  the  indulgence  which  my  brother 
and  the  ladjr  have  shown  to  you.*' 

"Indeed,  indeed  I  have  i)ot"  repeated  Margaret, 
struggling  to  retain  the  unbidden  tear  which  seemed 
reai^to  Burst  out  on  the  slightest  occasion.  **Do 
but  say  to  the  lady  that  your  brother's  god-daughter 
desires  earnestly  to  speak  to  her,  and  I  know  she 
will  not  refuse  to  see  me." 

Aunt  Judith  bent  an  eamest|  suspicious,  and  in- 
quisitive glance  on  her  young  visiter.  You  might 
make  me  your  secretary,  my  lassie,'*  she  said,  as 
well  as  the  Lady  Hermione,  I  am  older,  and  better 
skilled  to  advise.  I  live  more  m  the  world  than  one 
who  shuts  herself  up  within  four  rooms,  and  I  have 
the  better  means  to  assist  vou." 

"O!  no— no— no,"  said  Margaret,  eagerly,  and 
with  more  earnest  sincerity,  than  complaisance; 
*  iheare  are  some  thin^  to  which  you  cannot  advise 
me,  Auot  Judith.  It  is  a  case— pardon  me,  my  dear 
sunt— a  case  beyond  your  counsel." 

"  I  am  glad  on't,  maiden."  said  Aunt  Judith,  some- 
what angrily ;  **  for  I  think  the  follies  of  the  youns 
people  of  this  generation  would  drive  mad  an  old 
bram  Kke  mine.  Here  you  come  on  the  viretot, 
through  the  whole  streets  of  London,  to  talk  some 
nonsense  to  a  lady,  who  scarce  sees  God's  sun,  but 
when  he  shines  on  a  brick  wall.  But  I  will  tell  her 
Ton  are  here." 


She  went  away,  and  shortly  retnmed  with  a  dry 
— "  Mistress  Marget,  the  lady  will  be  glad  to  see  you  | 
and  that's  more,  my  young  madam,  than  you  had  a 
tight  to  count  upon.^' 

Mistress  .Margaret  hung  her  head  in  silence,  too 
much  peiplexea  by  the  tram  of  her  own  emba;- 
rassed  thoughts,  for  attempting  either  to  conciliate 
Aunt  Judith's  kindness,  or,  which  on  other  occa- 
sbns  would  have  been  as  congenial  to  her  own 
humour,  to  retaliate  on  her  cross- tempered  ramarkf 
and  manner.  She  followed  Aunt  Judith,  therefore 
in  silence  and  dejection,  to  the  strong  oaken  door 
which  divided  theXjidy  Bermione's  apartments  from 
the  rest  of  George  Henot's  spack>us  house. 

At  the  door  of  this  sanctuary  it  ia  necesaary  to 
pause,  in  order  to  correct  the  reports  virith  which 
Kichie  Moniplies  had  filled  his  master's  ear,  nmeeu 
ing  the  singular  appearance  of  that  lady's  attenoanoe 
at  prayers,  whom  we  now  own  to  be  by  name  the  . 
Lady  Hermione.  Some  part  of  these  exaggerations 
had  oeen  communicated  to  the  worthy  Scotsman  by 


Jenkin  Vincent,  who  was  well  experienced  in  the 
species  of  wit  which  has  been  long  a  favourite  in  the 
city,  under  the  names  of  cross-bitmg,  giving  the  dor, 
bamboozling,  cramming,  hoaxing,  humbugging,  and 
quizzing)  for  which  sport  Richie  Moniplies  with  his 
solemn  gravity,  totally  unapprehensive  of  a  Joke,  and 
his  natural  propensity  to  the  marvellous,  formed  an 
admirable  subject.  Farther  ornaments  the  tale  had 
received  fi-om  Richie  himself;  whose  tongue,  espe- 
cially when  oiled  with  good  liquor,  had  a  considerable 
tendency  to  amplification,  and  who  failed  not,  while 
he  retailed  to  his  master  all  the  wonderfid  curum- 
stances  narrated  by  Vincent,  to  tui^  to  them  many 
conjectures  of  his  own,  which  his  imagination  had 
over-hastily  converted  into  facts. 

Yet  the  fife  which  the  Lady  Hermione  had  led  for 
two  yeara  during  which  she  had  been  the  inmate  of 
George  Heriot's  nouse,  was  so  singular,  as  almost 
to  sanction  many  of  the  wild  reports  which  went 
abroad.  The  house  which  the  worthy  goldsmith 
inhabited,  had  in  former  times  belonged  to  a  powerful 
and  wealthy  baronial  family,  which,  dupng  the  reign 
of  Henry  vlll.,  terminated  in  a  dowager  lady,  vary 
wealthy,  very  devout,  and  most  unalienably  attached 
to  the  Catholic  faith  The  chosen  friend  of  the  Ho- 
nourable Lady  Foliambe  was  the  Abbess  of  Saint 
Rooye's  Nunneiy,  like  herself  a  consbientious,  rigid, 
and  devoted  Papist.  When  the  house  of  Saint  Roqne 
was  despotically  dissolved  by  the  Jiat  of  the  mmetu- 
ous  monarch)  the  Lady  Foijambe  received  her  uiend 
into  her  spacious  mansion,  together  with  two  vestal 
sisters,  who,  like  their  Abbess^  were  determined  to 
follow  the  tenor  of  their  vows,  instead  of  embracing 
the  profane  liberty^  which  the  Monarch's  will  had 
thrown  in  their  choice. '  For  their  residence,  the  Lady 
FoHambe  contrived,  with  aU  secrecyr-^or  Henry  might 
not  nave  relished  her  interference— to  set  apart  a  suite 
of  four  rooms,  with  a  little  closet  fitted  up  as  an  ora- 
tory, or  chapel ;  the  whole  apartments  fenced  by  a 
strong  oaken  door  to  excluue  strangers,  and  accom 
modated  with  a  turning^^  wheel  to  receive  necessaries, 
according  to  the  pracnce  of  all  nunneries.  In  this 
retreat,  the  Abbess  of  Saint  Roque  and  her  attendanta 


less  than  a  saint  on  earth.    The  Abbess,  foitunalely 
for  herself^  died  before  htf»-  munificent  patroness,  who  • 
lived  deep  in  Queen  EUzabeth's  time,  ere  sho  was 
summoned  by  fate. 

The  Lady  Foljambe  was  succeeded  in  this  mansion 
by  a  sour  fanatic  knight,  a  distant  ,and  collateral  re 
lation,  who  claimed  the  same  merit  for  expelling  tlie 
priestess  of  Baal,  which  his  predecessor  had  finunded 
on  maintaining  the  votaresses  of  Heaven.  Of  the 
two  unhappy  nuns,  driven  from  their  ancient  refuge^ 
one  went  beyond  sea;  the  other,  unable  from  old  ase 
to  undertake  such  a  journey,  died  under  the  roof  oia 
faithful  Catholic  widow  of  low  degree.  Sir  Paul 
Crambagge,  having  got  rid  of  the  nuns,  spoiled  the 
chapolofits  ornaments,  and  had  thou^ts  of  altogs- 
ther  destroying  the  apartments,  until  checked  by  the 
reflection  that  the  operation  would  be  an  unnecessanr 
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expense,  since  lie  only  innabited  three  rooms  of  the 
large  mansAon,  and  had  not  therefore  the  slightest 
occasion  for  any  addition  to  its  accommodations. 
His  son  prqved  a  wastgr  and  a  prodigal,  and  from 
'idm  the  nouse  was  oought  by  our  friend  George 
Heriot,  who,  finding,  like  Sir  Paul,  tne  nouse  more 
than  sufficiently  ample  for  his  accommodation,  left 
the  Foljambe  apartments,  or  Saint  Rogue's  rooms, 
as  they  were  called,  in  the  state  in  which  he  found 
them. 

About  two  years  and  a  half  before  our  history  open- 
ed, when  Henot  was  absen^upon  an  expedition  to  the 
Continent,  he  sent  special  orders  to  his  sister  and  his 
casn-keeper,  directing  that  the  Poliambe  apartments 
should  be  fitted  up  handsomely,  though  plainly,  for 
the  reception  of  a  lady,  who  would  make  them  her 
residence  for  some  *i*ne;  and  who  would  live  more 
•r  less  with  his  own  hinily  according  to  her  pleasure. 
.  He  also  directed,  that  tl  e  necessary  repairs  should  be 
made  with  secrecy,  and  that  as  little  should  be  said 
asjpossible  upon  tne  subject  of  his  letter. 

When  the  time  of  his  return  capie  nigh,  Aunt  Judith 
and  the  household  were  on  the  tenter-books,  of  im- 
patience. Master  George  came,  as  he  had  intima- 
ted, accompanied  by  a  lady,  so  eminently  beautiful, 
that,  had  it  not  been  for  her  extreme  and  uniform 
paleness,  she  n^h*  have  been  reckoned  one  of  the 
loveliest  creatures  on  earth.  She  had  with  her  ah  at- 
tendant, or  humble  companion,  whose  business  seem- 
ed only  to  wait  upon  her.  Tiiis  person,  a^  reser- 
ved woman,  and  by  her  dialect  a  foreigner,  aged  about 
fifty,  was  called  by  the  lady  Monna  Paula,  and^  by 
Master  Heriot,  and  others,  Mademoiselle  Paulme. 
She  slept  in  the  same  room  with  her  patroness  at 
night,  ate  in  her  apartment,  and  w&s  scarcely  ever 
separated  from  her  during  the  day. 

These  females  took  possession  of  the  nunnery  of 
the  devout  Abbess,  and,  without  observing  the  same 
rigorous  seclusion,  according  to  the  letter,  seemed 
well-nigh  to  restore  the  apartments  to  the  use  to 
which  tney  had  been  originally  designed.  The  new 
inmates  lived  and  took  their  meals  apart  jfrom  the 
rest  of  the  family.  With  the  domesrics  Lady  Her- 
mione,  for  so  she  was  termed^  held  no  communica- 
tion, and  Mademoiselle  Pauhne  only  such  as  was 
mdispensable,  which  she  despatched  as  briefly  as  pos- 
sible. Frequent  and  liberal  largesses  reconciled  the 
'  servants  to  this  conduct ;  and  they  were  in  the  habit  of 
obser\'ing  to  each  other,  that  to  do  a  service  for  Made- 
moiselle Pauline,  was  like  finding  a  fairy  treasure. 

To  Aunt  Judith  the  Lady  Hermione  waslcind  and 
civil,  but  their  intercourse  was  rare;  on  which  ac- 
rx)unt  the  elder  lady  felt  some  pangs  both  of  curiosity 
and  injured  dignity.  But  she  knew  her  brother  so 
well,  and  loved  him  so  dearly,  that  his  will,  once  ex- 
pressed, rn^ht  be  truly  said  to  become  her  own.  The 
.worthy  citizen  was  not  without  a  spice  9f  the  dogma- 
tism which  grows  on  the  best  disposition,  when  a 
word  is  a  law  to  all  around.  Master  George  dkl  not 
endure  to  be  questioned  by  his  family,  and,  when  he 
had  generally  expressed  his  will,  that  the  Lady  Her- 
mione should  live  in  the  way  most  agreeable  to  her, 
and  that  no  inquiries  should  be  made  concerning  her 
history,  or  her  motives  for  observing  such  strict  se- 
clusion, his  flister  well  knew  that  he  would  have  been 
seriously  displeased  with  any  attempt  to  pry  into  the 
secret 

But  thous^  Heriot's  servants  were  bribed,  and  his 
sister  awed  into  silent  acquiescence  in  these  arraii^ 
mentfl,  they  were  not  of  a  nature  to  escape  the  critical 
observation  of  the  neighbourhood.  Some  opined  that 
the  wealthy  jgoldsmith  was  about  to  turn  papist, 
and  re-establish  Lady  Foljambe's  nunnery— others 
that  he  was  going  mad-— others  that  he  was  either 
•  going  to  marry,  or  to  do  worse.  Master  George's 
constant  appearance  at  church,  and  the  knowledge 
that  the  supposed  votaress  always  attended  when  the 
prayers  of  the  English  ritual  were  read  in  the  family, 
liberated  him  from  the  first  of  these  suspicions:  those 
who  ban  to  transact  business  with  him  upon  'Change, 
could  not  doubt  the  soundness  of  Master  Heriot's 
mind ;  and,  to  confiite  the  other  rumours,  it  was  cre- 
dibly, reported  by  such  as  made  the  matter  their  par- 
ticular interest,  that  Master  George  Heriot  never 


visited  his  guest  but  in  presence  of  Hademoiadle ' 
Pauline,  who  sat  vnth  her  work  in  a  remote  put  of 
the  same  room  in  which  they  conYereed.  It  was  alia 
ascertained  that  these  visits  scarcely  ever  excecda 
an  hour  in  length,  and  were  usually  only  repeatol 
once  a- week,  an  intercourse  too  brief  luin  too  kog 
interrupted,  to  render  it  probable  that  love  was  tlw 
bond  of  their  union. 

The  inquirers  were,  therefore,  at  fhujt  and  oonpel- 
led  to  reliiiquish  the  pursuit  of  Master  Heriot's  secttL 
while  a  thousand  ridiculous  tales  were  drcolaied 
amongst  the  ignorant  and  superstitious,  with  mbm 
specimens  of  which  our  fiiend  Richie  Moniplies  bad 
been  crammedt  as  we  have  seen,  by  the  maliciouiiih 
prentice  of  worthy  David  Ramsay. 

There  was  one  person  in  the  worid  who,  it  vaa 
thouglit.  could  (if  she  would)  have  said  moreoftbe 
Lady  Hermione  than  any  one  in  London,  exoe^ 
George  Heriot  himself:  and  that  was  the  said  Dtm 
Ramsay's  only  child,  Margaret. 

This  girl  was  not  much  past  the  age  of  fifteen  vkes 
the  Lady  Hermione  first  came  to  England,  and  ni 
a  very  frequent  visiter  at  her  godfather's,  vbo  wii 
much  amused  by  her  childish  sallies,  and  by  tbetU 
and  natural  beauty  with  which  she  sung  the  tin  of 
her  native  country.  Spoilt  she  was  on  all  handBjln 
the  indulgence  of  her  godfather,  the  absent  habits  nd 
indifference  of  her  father,  and  the  deference  of  lu 
around  to  her  caprices,  as  a  beauty  and  as  an  hanu. 
But  though,  from  these  circumstances,  the  city-beaolT 
had  become  as  wilful,  as  capricious  and  as  alTecte^ 
as  unlimited,  indulgence  seldom  faiu  to  render  tboa 
to  whom  it  is  extended ;  and  although  she  exhiUttd 
upon  many  occasions  that  affectation  of  extreme  di]r* 
ness,  sOence,  and  reserve,  which  misses  in  their  teoi 
are  apt  to  take  for  an  amiable  modesty ;  and,  oral 
others,  a  considerable  portion  of  that  flippancy,  whim 
youth  sometimes  confounds  with  wit,  Mistress  Mv- 
garet  had  much  real  shrewdness  and  judgment  whim 
wanted  only  opportunities  of  observation  \p  refine  iH 
a  lively,  good-oumoured,  playful  disposition,  and  in 
excellent  heart.  Her  acquired  follies  were  much  m- 
creased  by  reading  plays  and  romances,  to  which  ni 
devoted  a  great  deal  of  her  time^  and  Ik'om  which  ne 
adopted  ideas  as  different  as  possible  from  those  whin 
she  might  have  obtained  from  the  invaluable  ana» 
fcctionato  instructions  of  an  excellent  mother;  no 
the  freaks  of  which  she  was  sometimes  guilty,  reoor 
ed  her  not  unjustly  liable  to  the  charge  of  ancctaM 
and  coquetry.  But  the  little  lass  had  senae  ad 
shrewdness  enough  to  keep  her  failings  out  of  sighttf 
her  godfather,  to  whom  she  was  sincerely  attaoied; 
and  so  high  she  stood  in  his  favour,  that,  at  bu  » 
commendation,  she  obtained  permission  to  visit  the 
recluso  Lady  Hermione. 

The  sinmilar  mode  of  life  which  that  lady  obserm} 
her  great  beauty,  rendered  even  more  interesting.hy 
her  extreme  paleness;  the  conscious  prided 000$ 
admitted  farther  than  the  rest  of  the  world  into  the 
society  of  a  person  who  was  wrapped  in  so  roacn 
mystery,  made  a  deep  impression  on  the  mind  of  Mar- 
garet Ramsay:  and  though  their  con versiitiona  w« 
at  no  time  either  long  or  confidential,  yet,  pnwd  ol 
the  trust  reposed  m  her,  Margaret  was  as  secret  re- 
specting their  tenor  as  if  every  word  repeated  had 
been  to  cost  ner  life.  No  inquiry,  however  artfuW 
backed  by  flattery  and  insinuation,  whetlier  on  tu 
part  of  Dame  Ursula,  or  anv  other  person  equally  iflL 
quisitive,  could  wring  from  the  litde  maiden  one  won 
of  what  she  heard  or  saw,  after  she  entered  thes0 
mysterious  and  secluded  apartments.  The  slightest 
onestion  concerning  Master  Heriot's  ahost,  was  sui- 
ncient,  at  her  gayest  moment,  to  check  the  current  of 
her  communicative  prattle,  and  render  her  silent. 

We  mention  this,  chiefly  to  illustrate  the  eaiiT 
strength  of  Margaret's  character— a  strei^th  con- 
cealed under  a  hunditHl  freakish  whims  and  Hoinpan 
as  an  ancient  and  massive  buttress  is  disguised  byra 
fantastic  covering  of  ivv  and  wild-flowers.  In  tnitni 
if  the  damsel  had  told  all  she  heard  or  mw  wjlhm  JM 
Foljarnbc  apartments,  she  would  have  said  but  httii 
to  gratify  the  curiosity  of  inc^uirers.  *   r  Am 

At  the  earlier  period  of  their  acquaintance,  the  htaj 
Hermione  was  wont  to  reward  the  attentioDs  of  d^ 
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fittle  friend  wi;h  ^all  but  4egant  pretents,  and  en^ 
ttruun  her  by  a  display  of  foreign  rarities  and  curiosi- 
ties, many  oi  them  of  considerable  value.  Sometimes 
the  lime  was  nassed  in  a  wav  much  less  aflreeable  to 
Margaret,  by  lier  receiving  lessons  from  Paulitie  in 
the  use  or  the  needle.  But.  although  her  preceptress 
practised  these  arts  Mrith  a  dexterity  then  only  known 
m  foreisn  convents,  the  pupil  proved  so  incorrigibly 
idle  andf  awkward,  that  the  task  ofneedle-woik  was 


at  len^h  given  ops  and  lessons  of  music  si^stituted 
in  their  stead.  Here  also  Pauline  was  ^^llently 
qoalified  as  an  msiructres^  and  Margaret,  more  suc- 
cessful in  a  science  for  which  Nature  had  gifted  her, 
made  proficiency  both  in  vocal  and  instrumental  mn- 
■c.  These  lessons  passed  in  presence  of  the  Lady 
Hennione^  to  whom  they  seemed  to  give  pleasure. 
She  sometimes  Idded  her  own  voice  to  the  perform- 
ance^ in  a  pure,  cksar  strejun  of  liquid  melody ;  but  this 
was  only  when  the  music  was  of  a  devotional  cast. 
As  Margaret  became  older,  her  communications  with 
the  recluse  assumed  a  different  character.  She  was* 
aUowed,  if  not  encouraged,  to  tell  whatever  s(ie  had 
remarked  out  of  doors,  and  the  Ladv  Hermione,  while 
she  remarked  the  quick,  sharp,  and  i^tentiVe  powers 
of  observation  possessed  by  her  young  friend,  often 
found  sufficient  reason  to  caution  her  against  rash- 
ness in  forming  opinions^  and  giddy  petulance  in  ex- 
pwaninjg  them. 
The  habitual  awe  with  which  she  regarded  this  sin- 
lar  personage,  indacecl  Mistress  Margaret,  though 


J  with  pfitience  to  ner  admonitions,  and  to  make 

foU  allowance  for  the  good  intentions  of  the  patroness 
bv  whom  they  were  bestowed ;  although  in  ner  heart 
ibecoald  hardly  conceive  how  Madame  Hermione^ 
vrtio  never  stirred  fh>m  the  Foliambe  apartments, 
■boald  think  of  teaching  knowledge  of  the  worM  to 
ooe  who  walked  twice  a- week  between  Temple-Bar 
aad  Lombard  Street,  besides  parading  in  the  Park 
ereiy  Sunday  that  proved  to  be  fisur  weather.  In- 
deed, pretty  Mistress  Margaret  was  so  little  inclined 
to  endure  such  remonstrances,  that  her  intercourse 
with  the  inhabitants  of  the  Poljambe  apartments 
would  have  probably  slackened  as  her  circle  of  ac- 
luintance  increased  in  the  external  worlcl,  had  she 
Bot,  on  the  one  hand,  entertained  an  habitual  reve- 
mnce  for  her  moniiress,  of  which  she  could  not  divest 
iMTsel^  and  been  flattered,  on  the  other,  by  being,  to 
a  certam  degree,  the  depositary  of  a  conndence  for 
which  others  thirsted  in  vain.  Besides,  althou^  the 
eonversation  of  Hermione  was  uniformly  senous,  it 
was  not  ingeneral  either  fortnal  or  severe;  nor  was 
the  lady  oflended  b^  flights  of  levity  which  Mistress 
Margaret  sometmies  ventured  on  m  her  presence^ 
f-ven  when  they  were  such  as  madeMonna  Paula  cast 
her  eyes  upwards,  and  sigh  with  that  compassion 
which  a  devotee  extends  towards  the  votaries  of  a 
trivial  and  pro&ne  world.  Thus,  upon  the  whole,  the 
little  maiden  was  disposed  to  submit,  though  not 
without  some  wincing,  to  the  grave  admonitions  of 
the  Lady  Hermione;  and  the  rather  that  the  mystery' 
umexeu  to  the  person  of  her  monitress  was  m  her 
viind  early  associated  with  a  vague  idea  of  wealth 
and  importance,  which  had  been  rather  confirmed 
than  lessened  by  many  accidental  circumstances 
which  she  had  noticed  smoe  she  Mras  more  capable  of 
observation. 

It  frefiuently  happens,  that  the  eonnsel  which  we 
Mckon  intrusive  when  offered  to  us  unasked,  becomes 
piecious  in  our  eyes  when  the  pressure  of  difficulties 
readers  us  more  diffident  of  our  own  judgment  than 
we  are  apt  to  find  ourselves  in  the  hours  of  ease  and 
indifierence ;  and  this  is  mdre  especially  the  case  if 
we  suppose  that  our  adviser  may  also  possess  power 
and  inclination  to  back  his  counsel  with  effectual  as' 
sitance.  Mistress  Margaret  was  now  in  that  situa- 
wo.  She  wa&  or  believed  herself  to  be,  in  a  condi- 
gn whsTO  both  advice  and  assistance  might  be  ne- 
oeasary;  and  it  was  therefore,  after  an  nnxious  and 
ideepless  nisht,  that  she  resolved  to  have  recourse  to 
'  we  Lady  Hermione,  who  she  knew  would  readily  af. 
ford  her  the  one,  and,  as  she  hoped,  might  also  pos- 
•688  means  of  giving  her  the  other.  The  conversation 
between  them  will  best  explain  thopuiportof  (ha  visit 
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-     I  light,  a  woocti  of  matchleai  mettle  I 
Thii  were  a  teaguer-lasH  to  lovo  a  wldier, 
•  To  bind  hla  wounds,  nod  kisri  btf  bloody  brow, 
And  ting  a  roundel  as  she  help'd  to  ami  him, 
Though  Ute  rough  fof^man's  dnrnis  were  beat  ao  nigh. 
They  aoem'd  to  bear  Uie  burden.-  (Hd  Ptuf. 


When  Mistress  Margaret  entered  the  Foljambe 
apartment,  she  found  the  inmates  employed  in  their 
usual  manner;  the  lady  in  reading,  and  her  attendant 
in  embroidering  a  largo  piece  of  tapestry,  which  had 
occupied  her  ever  since  Margaret  had  been  Aral 
admitted  within  these  secluded  chambers. 

Hermione  nodded  kindly  to  her  visiter,  but  did  no 
q>eak ;  and  Margaret,  accustomed  to  tms  reception, 
and  in  the  present  case  not  sorry  for  it,  as  it  gave  her 
an  interval  to  collect  her  thoughts,  stooped  over 
Monna  Paula's  frame,  and  observed,  ih  a  half  whis- 
per, "You  were  just  so  for  as  that  rose^  Monns, 
when  I  first  saw  you— see,^  there  is  the  mark  where 
I  had  the  bad  luck  to  spoil  the  flower  in  trying  to 
catch  the  stitch— I  was  Uttle  above  fifteen  then. 
These  flowers  make  me  an  old  woman,  Monna 
Paula." 

"I  wish  they  conid  make  you  a  wise  one,  my 
child,"  answered  Monna  Panla,  in  whose  esteem 
pretty  Mistress  MarRarst  did  not  stand  quite  so  high 
as  in  that  of  her  patroness ;  partly  owing  to  her  natu- 
ral austerity,  which  was  something  intolerant  of 
youth  and  gayety,  and  partly  to  the  jealousy  with 


no  means  delightiiur  in  contradiction  or  reproof  to.  which  a  favourite  domestic  regards  anyone  whom 

-.L  __^ _"i- — J :.: J 1._  1  gjjg  considers  as  a  sort  of  rival  in  the  afleetions  of 

her  mistress. 

*'  What  is  it  you  say  to  Monna,  little  one  V  asked 
the  lady. 

.  "Nothing^  madam,"  replied  Mistress  Margaret, 
"but  that  I  have  seen  the  real  flowers  blossom  three 
times  over  since  I  first  saw  Monna  Panla  working  in 
her  canvass  garden,  and  her  vk4ets  have  not  budded 
yet." 

"True,  lady-bird."  replied  Hermione;  "but  the 
buds  that  are  longest  in  blossoming  will  last  the 
longest  in  flower.  You  have  seen  them  in  the  garden 
bloom  thrice,  but  you  have  seen  them  fade  thrios 
also ;  flow,  Monna  Paula's  will  remain  in  blow  for 
ever— they  will  fear  neither  fiwst  nor  tempest." 

"True,  madam,"  answered  Mistress  Margaret ; 
"  but  neither  have  they  life  or  odour." 

"  That,  Uttle  one."  replied  the  recluse,  "  is  to  com- 
pare a  life  agitated  by  hope  and  fear,  and  checkered 
with  success  and  disappointment,  and  fevered  by  the 
eflects  of  love  and  hatred,  a  life  of  passion  and  of 
feeling,  saddened  and  shortened  by  its  exhausting 
alternations,  Xo  a  calm  and  tranquu  existenocL  am* 
mated  but  by  a  sense  of-duties,  and  only  employed, 
during  its  smooth  and  auiet  course,  in  the  unwearied 
discharge  of  them.  Is  that  the  moral  of  your 
answer?" 

"I  do  not  know,  madamj"  answered  Mistress 
Margaret ;  "  but  of  all  birds  in  the  ah",  I  would  ra- 
ther be  the  lark,  that  sings  while  he  is  drifting  down 
the  summer  breeze,  than  the  weathercock  that  sticks 
fast  yonder  upon  his  iron  perch,  and  just  moves  so 
much  as  to  discharge  his  dpty,  and  tell  us  which  way 
the  wind  blows." 

"  Metaphors  are  no  arguments,  my  pretty  maiden," 
said  the  Lady  Hermione,  smiling. 

"I  am  sorry  for  that,  madam?'  answered  Marga* 
ret  J  "for  they,  are  such  a  pretty  indirect  way  of 
telling  one's  mind  when  it  diners  from  one's  betters 
—besides,  on  this  subject  there  is  no  end  of  them,  and 
they  are  so  civil  and  beeoming  withal." 

^^Indeed  V  replied  the  lady ;  "  let  me  hear  some  of 
them,  I  pray  vou." 

"It  would  be,  for  example,  very  bold  in  me,"  said 


Margaret^  "  to  say  to  your  ladyship,  that^  rather  than 
live  a  quiet  life,  I  would  like  a  Kttle  variety  of  hcpe 
and  fear,  and  liking  and  disliking— and— and — and 
the  other  sort  of  leelings  which  your  ladyship  is 
pleased  to  speak  of;  but  I  may  say  freely,  and  with- 
out blame,  that  I  like  a  butterny  better  than  abcdtls^ 
or  a  trembling  aspen  better  than  a  grim  Scots  flf, 
that  never  wags  a  leaf— or  that  or  all  :he  wocA 
brass,  and  wire  that  ever  my  fathers  fingers  pqa 
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together.  I  do  hat?  and  detest  a  certain  huge  old 
clock  or  the  German  fashion,  that  rings  hours  and 
balf  hours,  and  quarters  and  half  quarters,  as  if  it 
were  of  such  consequence  that  the  world  should 
know  it  was  wound  un  and  going.  Now,  dearest 
lady,  I  wish  you  would  only  compare  that  clumsy, 
clangins,  Dutch-looking  piece  of  lumber,  with  the 
beautiful  timepiece  that  Master  Heriot  caused  my 
father  to  make  for  your  ladyship,  which  uses  to  play 
a  hundred  merrv  tunes,  and  turns  out,  when  it  strikes 
the  hour,  a  whole  ba^id  of  morrioe-dancers,  to  trip  the 
bars  to  the  measure." 

^  And  which  of  these  timepieces  goes  the  truest, 
Margaret  V*  said  the  lady. 

"Imust  confess  the  old  Dutchman  has  the  ad  van* 
tage  ifl  that"— said  Margaret.  "I  fancy  you  are 
fight,  raaiiam,  and  that  oomparisona  are  no  argu- 
ments i  at  leffit  mine  has  not  brought  me  through.^' 

"Upon  my  word,  maiden  Margaret,"  said  the 
lady,  smiling,  "  you  have  been  of  late  thinking  very 
much  of  these  matters.'' 

"Perhaps  too  much,  madam,"  said  Margaret,  so 
low  as  only  to  be  heard  by  the  lady,  behind  the  hack 
of  whose  chair  she  had  now  placed  herself.  The 
words  were  spoken  very  gravely,  andiaccomptaniied 
by  a  half  «gh,  which  did  not  escape  the  attention  of 
her  to  whom  they  were  addressed.  The  Lady  Her- 
mione  turned  immediately  round,  and  looked  ear- 
nestly at  Margaret,  then  paused  for  a  moment,  and, 
finally,  commanded  Monna  Paula  to  carry  her  frame 
and  embroidery  into  the  ante-chamber.  When  they 
were  left  alone,  ahe  desired  her  young  friend  to  coma 
from  behind  the  chair,  on  the  back  of  which  she  still 
reated,  and  ait  down  beside  her  upon  a  stool. 

"I  will  remain  thus,  madam,  under  your  favour," 
answered  Margaret,  without  changing  her;>osture:. 
'  I  would  rather  you  heard  me  without  seemg  me." 

"In  God's  name,  maiden,"  returned  her  patroness, 
^*  what  ia  it  you  can  have  to  sav.  that  may  not  be  ut- 
t^ed  face  to  face,  to  so  true  a  mend  as  I  am  ?" 

Without  making  any  direct  answer,  Margaret  only 
replied,  "You  were  nght,  dearest  lady,  when  you 
said,  I  had  sufiered  my  feelings  too  much  to  en^ss 
me  of  late.  I  have  done  very  wrong,  and  you  will  be 
angry  with  me-«o  will  my  god&ther,  but  I  cannot 
help  It—he  must  bo  rescued."^ 

^'ffe  V\  repeated  the  lady,  with  emphasis ;  "  that 
brief  little  word  does,  indeed,  so  far  explain  your  mys* 
tsry ;— but  come  from  behind  the  chair,  you  silly  po- 
pinjay 1  I  will  wager  you  have  suffered  yonder  gay 
young  apprentice  to  nt  too  near  your  heart.  I  have 
not  heara  you  mention  young  Vincent  for  many  a 
day— jperhaps  he  has  not  been  out  of  mouth  and  out 
of  mind  both.  Have  you  been  so  foolish  as  to  let 
nim  spuik  to  you  seriously  ?— I  am  told  he  is  a  bold 
youth.^'- 

"  Not  bold  enough  to  say  any  thing  that  could  dis- 
please me,  madam,"  said  Margaret. 

"  Perhaps,  then,  you  were  not  displeased,"  said  the 
lady}  "or  perhaps  he  has  noXipoken^  which  would 
be  wiser  and  better.  Be  open-hearted,  my  love— your 
godfather  will  soon  return,  and  we  will  take  him  into 
otur  consultations.  If  the  young  man  is  industrious, 
and  come  of  honest  parentage,  his  poverty  may  be  no 
such  insunnountable  obstacle.  But  you  are  Both  of 
yon  very  young,  Margaret— I  know  your  godfather 
will  expect,  that  the  youth  shall  first  serve  out  his 
apprenticeship.".  . 

Margaret  had  hitherto  sufiered  the  lady  to  proceed, 
under  the  mistaken  impression  which  she  had  adopt- 
ed, simply  because  she  could  not  tell  how  to  interrupt 
her :  but  pure  despite  at  hearing  her  last  words  gave 
her  boldness  at  length  to  say.  ^  I  crave  your  paraon, 
madam ;  but  neither  the  youth  you  mention,  nor  any 

apprentice  or  master  within  the  dty  of  London" 

Margaret,"  said  the  lady,  in  reply,  "the  con- 
temptuous tone  with  which  you  mention  those  of 
your  own  class,  (many  hundreds  if  not  thousands  of 
whom  are  in  all  respects  better  than  yourself  and 
would  greatly  honour  you  by  thinking  of  you,)  is,  me- 
thinks.  no  warrant  for  the  wisdom  of  your  choice— 
^r  a  choice,  it  seems,  there  is.  Who  10  iti  maiden,  to 
whom  you  have  thus  rashly  attached  yourself?— 
raohlvi  I  fear  it  must  be." 


"It  is  the  young-  Scottish  Lord  Glenvirk>cli,iDa^ 
dam,"  answered  Margaret,  in  a  k>w  and  modest  tooi^ 
but  sufiidently  firm,  considering  the  subject. 

"The  young  Lord  of  CHenvarloch  T'  repeated  the 
lady;  in  great  surptise— "Maklen,  you  are  distncttd 
in  your  wits." 

*^  I  knew  yon,  would  say  so,  madam,"  taamni 
Margaret.  "  It  is  what  another  person  has  abctdr 
told  me— it  is,  peihaps,  what  all  the  world  would  ul  ' 
me— it  JAAyhat  I  am  sometimes  disposed  to  tell  my- 
8el£  ]■  look  at  me^  madam,  for  I  will  now  coat 
before  you,  and  tell  me  if  there  is  madness  or  disuao- 
tion  in  my  look  and  woi}i  when  I  repeat  to  you  agibi 
that  I  have  fixed  my  afi»ctions  on  this  young  nobi^ 
roan." 

"  If  there  is  not  madness  in  your  look  or  vnd^ 
maiden,  there  is  infinite  folly  in  what  yon  stf,"  iii> 
swered  the  Lady  Hermione,  sharply.  "  Wnen  M 
you  ever  hear  that  misplacod  love  brought  any  tlnv 
out  wretchedness?  Seek  a  match  amoog  ron 
'efiuals,  Margaret,  and  escape  the  countleM  umd 
risk  and  misery  that  must  attend  an  afilectioBimitf 
your  degree.— Why  do  you  spiile^  maiden  1  bum 
aufl;ht  to  cause  scorn  in  what  I  say')" 

*' Surely  no,  madam,"  answered  Mai^mt  "I 
only  smiled  to  think  now  it  should  happen,  dnc, 
while  rank  made  such  a  wide  difi*erenee  beiM 
creatures  formed  from  the  same  clay,  the  witof  tti 
vulgar  should^  nevertheless,  jump  so  exactly  tu 
same  length  vnth  that  of  the  accomplished  aodw 
.exalted.  It  is  but  the  variation  of  the  phrue  iM 
divides  them.  DameUrsley  told  roe  tkeveiyiiM 
thing  which  your  ladyship  hae-  but  now  uttsrMrd^ 
you.  madam,  talk  of  countleea  misery,  aod  DoM 
iJrstey  spoke  of  the  gallows,  and  ICstress  TMI^ 
who  was  hanged  upon  it." 

"  Indeed  1"  answered  the  LadyHemiioiiet  m 
who  may  Daroe  Uraley  be^  that  your  wise  choice  w 
associated  with  me  in  the  difficult  taak  of  sdriaivi 
fool?"  ;     .. 

"The  bather's  wife  at  next  door,  madam,"  a*. 
swered  Margaret,  with  feigned  simplicity,  bet  m 
fiom  being  sorry  at  heart,  that  she  had  foiind^% 
direct  mode  of  mortifying  her  monitress.  SJMit 
the  wisest  woman  that  I  know,  next  to  your  wt 
ship." 

''a  proper  confidant,"  said  the  lady^  "andcM 
with  the  same  delicate  sense  of  what  is  doe  tojJ» 
self  and  others !— But  what  ails  you,  maiden-iw 
are  you  going  V* 

"Only  to  ask  DameUrsley's  advice,"  wd  Mjfr 
ret,  as  if  about  to  depart;  "for  I  see  your  ladyuivi 
too  angry  to  give  me  any,  and  the  emergency  »?«•' 
ing."  . 

^What  emergency,  thou  simple  one!"  "H  3 
lady,  m  a  kinder  ton&— "  Sit  down,  maiden,  and  tn 
me  your  tale.  It  is  true  you  are  a  tool,  and  a  ptf  ojj 
fool  to  boot  t  but  then  you  are  a  child— an  ibbbw 
child,  with  all  your  self-willed  folly,  and  w  ojf 
help  you,  if  we  can.— Sit  down,  I  say,  as  yon  ire  oe* 
sired,  and  you  will  find  me  a  safer  and  wiser  coon- 
seUor  than  the  barber-woman.  .  And  tell  "**  JJJJ 
you  come  to  suppose,  that  you  have  fixed  yoar  Don 
unalterably  upon  a  roan  whom  you  have  seen,*' 
'think,  but  once." 


uiR,  oui  once.  »         1  LwA 

"I  have  seen  him  oftener,"  said  the  di^nisei,  waj 

g  down ;  "  but  I  have  only  spoken  to  hun  <>"2«l 

-.jould  have  been  able  to  get  that  miu  out  of  py.Bgj 

though  the  impression  was  so  deep,  that  I 


which  comes  most  lightly  on  the  lips  uisucfc  Jjj"^ 
stances,  but  which,  not  the  less,  is  wTpP^LSfi  S 
that  we  should  use.  The  fashion  of  this  wwij  "J 
passions,  its  joys,  and  its  sorrows,  pass  «w*X  *f  Xi 
winged  breeze— there  is  nought  for  evert  J  *^ 
which  belongs  to  the  world  beyond  the  grtW*,,  -j 
"  You  have  Corrected  me  justly.  ""■"""'tJrS 
Margaret,  calmly;  "  I  ooaht  only  to  have  ^f^  » 
my  present  state  of  mincf  as  what  wiU  Jw|  'TjJii 
ly  lifetime^  which  unquestionably  maybe  but  »wv^ 
*'  And  what  is  there  in  this  ScottSh  lord  that  cw 


rivet  what  concerns  him  so  closely  ia  yo^ 


frncyl" 
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laid  (he  lady.  "  I  admit  him  a  personable  man,  for 
I  have  seen  him  Land  I  will  suppose  him  courteous 
md  agreeable.  But  what  are  his  accomplishments 
besides,  for  these  surely  are  not  oncommon  attn- 
tat«i1"  , 

"  He  is  unfortunate,  madam— most  unfortunate- 
tod  surrounded  by  snares  of  different  kinds,  inge- 
itDosly  contrived  to  mm  his  character,  destroy  his 
'flitate,  and,  perhaps,  to  reach  even  his  .life.  These 
Mfaemes  have  been  devised  by  avarice  originally^  but 
ih^  are  now  followed  close  by  vindictive  ^P'l^i^Q] 
aaunated,  I  think^  by  the  absolute  and  concentrated 

Kxiit  of  malice ;  for  the  Lord  Dalgarno" 

I  "  Here,  Monna  Paula— Monna  Paula  P'  exclaimed 
IdM  Lady  Hermione,  interrupting  her  young  friend's 
Ranative.  "  She  hears  me  not,^'  she  answered,  ris- 
Bgand  going  out,  *^  I  must  seek  her— I  will  return 
faitantly?'  Sne  returned  accordmgly  venr  soon  aAer. 
"You  mentioned  a  name  which  I  tnousnt  was  fami- 
fiir  to  m&"  she-said  j  "  but  Monna  Paula  has  put  me 
)^L  I  know  nothing  of  your  lord- how  was  it  you 
HmedhimT' 

*  Lord  Dalgarno,"  siud  Margaret  ;—**  tho  wicked- 

m  man  who  lives.    Under  pretence  of  friendship,  he 

introduced  the  Lord  Olenvarioch  to  a  gamblmg- 

bwae  with  the  purpose  of  engaging  him  in  deep  play ; 

but  he  with  whom  the  perfidious  traitor  had  to  deal, 

«t$U)0  virmovn,  moderate,  and  cautious,  to  be  caught 

B  a  mare  so  open.  What  did  they  next,  but  turn  nis 

ovn  moderation  against  him,  and  persuade  others 

ihtt,  because  he  would  not  become  the  prey  of  wolves, 

faaberded  with  them  for  a  share  of  their  booty !  And, 

yftSt  this  base  Lord  Dalgarno  was  thus  undermin- 

mghii  unsuspecting  countryman,  he  took  every  mea- 

nietokeep  him  surrounded  by  creatiu-es  of  his  own, 

to  ptMont  him  from  attending  Court,  and  mixing 

vito  tlwse  of  ^is  proper  rank.  Since  the  Gunpowder 

Tnenoo,  there  never  was  a  conspiracy  more  deeply 

aiinore  basely  and  more  deliberately  piursued." 

Tne  lady  smiled  sadly  at  Margaret's  vehemence, 

ktsiehed  the  next  moment,  while  she  told  her  young 

liiead  how  little  she  knew  the  world  she  was  abotit 

IiEto  in,  since  she  testified  so  much  surprise  at  find- 

ittitfullofvillany. 

i  *fiut  by  what  means,"  she  added,  "could  you, 
i-iiden,  become  possessed  of  the  secret  views  of  a 
!lHi  so  cautious  as  Lord  Dalgarno— as  villains  in  ge- 
War©?"' 

"Permit  me  to  be  silent  on  that  subject,"  said  the 
Miden ;  "  I  could  not  tell  you  without  betraying 
ichers— let  it  snfiice  that  my  tidings  are  as  certain  as 
Ae  means  by  which  1  acquired  them  are  secret  and 
toe.  But  I  must  not  tell  them  even  to  vou." 
!  "  You  are  too  bold,  Margaret,"  said  the  lady,  "  to 
paffic  in  such  matters  at  your  early  age.  It  is  not 
^ly  dangerouB,  but  even  unbecoming  and  unmaid- 
«ly." 
.1  knew  you  would  say  that  also,"  said  Margaret, 
with  more  meekness  and  patience  than  she  usually 
flhowed  on  receiving.reproof  i  '*  but,  God  knows,  my 
Mart  acquits  me  of  every  other  feeling  save  that  of 
the  wish  to  assist  this  most  innocent  and  betrayed 
pan.— I  contrived  to  send  him  warning  of  his  friend*s 
nleehood ;— alas  I  my  care  has  only  hastened  his 
rttterruin,  unless  soeedy  aid  be  found.  He  charged 
I B8  false  friend  with  treachery,  and  drew  on  bun  in 
ifiePark.  and  is  now  liable  to  the  fatal  penalty  due 
'  Br  breach  of  prrvilege  of  the  King's  palace." 
I*  This  is  indeed  an  extraordinary  tale,"  said  Her- 
■ttme ;  "  is  Lord  Glenvarloch  then  in  prison  7" 

"No, madam,  thank  Grod,  but  in  the  Sanctuary  at 
Whiiefriars— it  is  matter  of  doubt  whether  it  will  pro- 
ject him  in  such  a  case— they  speak  of  a  warrant 
jom  the  Lord  Chief  Justice— A  gentleman  of  the 
wnjple  has  been  arrested,  and  is  in  trouble,  for  hav- 
ilS  assisted  him  in  his  flight.— Even  his  taking  tem- 
lorary  refuga  in  that  base  place,  though  from  extreme 
*nessit>\  wul  be  used  to  the  farther  defaming  him. 
All  this  I  know,  and  yet  I  cannot  rescue  him— can- 
W,  rescue  him  save  by  your  means." 

By  my  means,  maiden  1"  said  the  lady— "you 
Oe  beside  youn»elf !— What  means  can  I  possess  in 
uii»  secluded  situation,  of  assisting  this  unfortunate 
nobleman  T' 


*'  You  have  means,"  said  Margaret,  eagerly ;  "  you 
have  those  means,  unless  I  mistake  greatly,  which 
can  do  any  thing-^an  do  every  thing,  m  this  city,  in 
this  world—you  have  wealth,  and  the  command  of  a 
small  iM)rtion  of  it  will  enable  me  to  extricate  him 
from  his  present  danger.    He  will  be  enabled  and 

directed  how  to  make  hia  eacape— and  I"— aha 

paused. 

"Will  accompany  him«  doubtless,  and  reap  the  . 
fhuts  of  your  sage  cxertbna  in  his  behalf  1"  said  the 
Lady  Hermione,  iromcallyj-  i 

"May  Heaven  Ibrgive  you  the  unjust  thought, 
lady,"  answered  Margaret  "  I  will  never  see  nim 
more— but  I  shall  have  saved  him,  and  the  tl^ousj^t 
will  make  me  happy."   * 

"  A  cold  conolusbon  to  so  bold  and  warm  a  flame," 
said  the  lady,  with  a  smUe  which  seemed  to  intimate 
inc^ulity. 

"It  is,  however,  the  only  one  which  I  expecL 
madam— I  could  almost  say  the  only  one^  which  I 
wish— I  am  sure  I  will  use  no  efforts  to  bring  about 
any  other;  if  I  am  bold  in  his  cause,  I  ami  timorous 
enough  in  my  own.  Diuring  our  only  interview  I 
was  unable  to  speak,  a  word  to  him.  He  knows  not 
the  sound  of  my  voice— and  all  that  I  have  risked, 
and  must  yet  risk,  I  am  doing  for  one,  who,  were  ha 
asked  the  question,  would  say  he  has  long  since  for' 
gotten  that  he  ever  saw,  spoke  to,  or  sat  be^de,  a 
creature  of  so  little  signification  as  I  am." 

"  This  is  a  strange  and  unreasonable  mdulgeuce  of 
a  passion  equally  fanciful  and  dangerous^"  aaid  the 
Lady  Hermione. 

"Vou  will  not  assist  me,  then?"  said  Margaret] 
"  have  good-day  then,  madam— my  secret,  I  trust,  is 
safe  in  such  honourable  keeping." 

"Tarry  yet  a  little,"  said  the  lady,  "and  tell  nw 
what  resource  you  have  to  assist  this  y6uth.  if  you 
were  supplied  with  money  to  put  it  in  motion. 

"  It  is  superfluous  to  ask  me  the  questionf  mada  j:^  ' 
answered  Margaret,  "  unless  you  purpose  to  assist 
me ;  and,  if  you  do  so  purpose,  it  is  still  superfluous 
You  could  not  understand  the  means  I  must  use,  and 
time  is  too  brief  to  explain." 

"But  have  you  in  reality  such  means  1"  aaid  the 
ladv. 

*'^I  have,  with  the  command  of  a  moderate  sum," 
answered  Margaret  Ramsay,  "  the  power  of  baffling 
all  his  enemie»— of  eluding  the  passion  of  the  uritated 
IGng— the  colder  but  more  determined  displeasure  of 
the  Prince— the  vindictive  spirit  of  Buckingham,  so 
hastily  directed  against  whomsoever  crosses  the  path 
of  his  ambition— the  cold  concentrated  malice  of  Lord 
Dalganio— all,  I  can  baffle  them  all  I" 

"  But  is  this  to  be  done  without  your  own  personal 
risk,  Margaret?"  replied  the  lady;  "for,  be  your  pur- 
pose what  It  will,  you  are  not  to  peril  your  own  repu- 
tation or  person,  m  the  romantic  attempt  of  serving 
another ;  and  I,  maiden,  am  answerable  to  your  god- 
father,—to  your  benefactor,  and  my  own,— not  to  aid 
you  in  any  dangerous  or  unworthy  enterprise." 

"  Depend  upon  my  word,— my  oath,— dearest  lady," 
replied  the  supplicant, "  that  I  will  act  by  the  agency 
of^others,  and  do  not  myself  design  to  mingle  in,  any 
enterprise  in  which  my  appearance  might  oe  ei'iier 
perilous  or  unwomanly." 

"  I  know  not  what  to  do,"  said  the  Lady  Henmone ; 
"it  is  perhaps  incautious  and  inconsiderate  in  me  to 
aid  so  wild  a  project ;  yet  the  end  seems  honourablek 
if  the  means  be  sure— what  is  the  penalty  if  he  fall 
into  their  power  ?" 

"Alas,  alas  I  the  loss  of  his  right  handr'  rephed 
Margaret,  her  voice  almost  stifled  with  sobs. 

"Are  the  laws  of  England  so  cruel?  Then  there 
is  mercy  in  Heaven  alone,"  said  the  lady,  "smce,  even 
in  this  free  land,  men  are  wolves  to  each  other.— Com- 
pose yourself^  Margaret,  and  tell  me  what  money  is 
necessary  to  secure  Lord  Glenvarloch's  escape." 

"  Two  hundred  pieces,"  replied  Margaret  s  I 
would  speak  to  you  of  restoring  them— and  I  must 
one  day  have  the  power— only  that  I  know— that 
is,  I  tnink— your  ladyship  is  indifferent  on  that 
score."  , 

"Not  a  word  more  of  it,"  said  the  lady;  call 
Monna  Paula  hithci." 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

Ciedit  me,  (Viend,  It  hath  be«n  ever  tinie, 
Binoe  the  ark  rested  oa  Mount  AramL 
False  man  hath  sworn,  and  wtAnan  hath  believed— 
Repented  and  reproach'd,  and  tlienbclievcd  once  more. 
The  Nnf  WorU» 

Bt  the  time  that  Mar^ret  returned  with  Monna 
Paula,  the  Lady  Hermione  was  rising  from  the  isMe 
at  which  she  had  been  engaged  in  writing  something 
on  a  small  slip  of  paper,  which  she  gave  to  her  at- 
tendant. 

"Monna  Paula,"  she  said,  |*  cany  this  paper  to 
,  Roberts  the  cash-keeper ;  let  him  give  you  the  mo- 
ney mentioned  in  the  note,  and  bnng  it  bather  pre- 
•ently." 

Monna  Paula  left  the  room,  and  her  mistress  pro- 
ceeded. 

"I  do  not  know,*'  she  said.  "Margaret,  if  I  have 
done,  and  am  doing  well,  in  this  affair.  My  life  has 
been  one  of  strange  seclusion,  and  I  am  totally  unac- 
quainted with  the  practical  ways  of  this  world— an 
Ignorance  which  I  know  cannot  be  remedied  by  mere 
reading.— I  fear  I  am  doing  wrong  to  you,  and  per- 
haps to  the  laws  of  the  country  which  aifords  me  re- 
fuge, by  thus  indulging  you ;  and  yet  there  is  some- 
^  thing  in  my  heart  which  can  not  resist  your  entreaties.'^ 

**  O,  listen  to  it— listen  to  it,  dear,  generous  lady !" 
flaid  Margaret,  throwing  herself  on  her  knees  and 
grasping  tnote  of  her  benefactress,  and  looking  in  that 
attitude  like  a  beautiful  mortal  in  the  act  of  supplica- 
ting her  tutelary  angel ;  "  the  laws  of  men  are  out  the 
injunctions  of  mortahty.  but  what  the  heart  prompts 
is  the  echo  of  the  voice  from  Heaven  within  us." 

"Rise,  rise;  maiden,"  said  Hermione;  "you  affect 
me  more  than  I  thought  I  could  have  been  moved  by 
B'jght  that  should  approach  me.  Rise  and  tell  me 
whence  it  comes,  that,  ui  so  short  a  time,  your  thoughts, 
your  looks,  your  speech,  and  even  your  slightest  ac- 
tions, ar^changed  from  those  of  a  capricious  and  fan- 
ciful girl,  to  all  this  energy  and  impassioned  eloquence 
of  word  and  action  1" 

"  I  am  sure  I  know  not,  dearest  lady,"  said  Marga- 
ret, looking  down ;  "but  I  suppose  that,  when  I  was 
s  trifler,  I  was  only  thinking  of  trifles.  What  I  now 
reflect  is  deep  and  serious,  and  I  am  thankfiil  if  my 
Bpeech  and  manner  bear  rearsonable  proportion  to  my 
thoughts." 

"It  must  be  so,"  said  the  lady;  "yet  the  chanfl[e 
seems  a  rapid  and  strange  one.  It  seems  to  be  as  if 
a  childish  girl  had  at  once  shot  up  into  deep- thinking 
and  impassioned  woman,  ready  to  make  exertions 
'  alike,  and  sacrifices,  with  all  that  vain  devotion  to  a 
fovourite  object  of  aflection,  which  is  often  so  basely 
rewarded." 

The  Lady  Hermione  sighed  bitterly,  and  Monna 
Paula  entered  ere  the  conversation  proceeded  farther. 
She  spoke  to  her  mistress  in  the  foreign  language  in 
which  they  frequently  conversed,  but  which  was  un- 
known to  Margaret. 

.  *  We  must  have  patience  for  a  time,"  said  the  lady 
to  her  visiter ;  "  the  cash-keeper  is  abroad  on  some 
business,  but  he  is  expected  homo  in  the  coufse  of 
half  an  hour." 

Margaret  wrung  her  hands  in  vexation  and  impa- 
tience. 

"  Minutes  are  precious."  continued  the  lady;  "that 
I  am  well  aware  of;  ana  we  will  at  least  suflcrnone 
of  them  to  escape  us.  Monna  Paula  shall  remain 
below  and  transact  our  business,  the  very  instant 
that  Roberts  returns  home." 

She  spoke  to  her  attendant  accordirigly,  who  again 
lel't  the  room. 

"You  are  very  kind,  madam-*very  good,"  said  the 
poor  little  Margaret,  while  the  anxious  trembling  of 
her  lip  and  of  her  hand  showed  all  that  sickening 
agitation  of  the  heart  which  arises  from  hope  defer- 
led. 

"Bepauent,  Margaret,  and  collect  yourself,"  said 
the  ladv ;  "  you  niay,  you  must,  have  much  to  do  to 
cany  through  this  your  bold  purpose— reserve  your 
spirits,  which  you  may  need  so  much— be  patient— it 
is  the  only  remedy  against  the  evils  of  life."  , 

"  Yes,  madam,"  said  Margaret,  wiping  her  eyes, 
■nd  endeavouring  in  vain  to  suppress  the  natural  im- 


patience of  her  temper,—"  I  have  heard  ao-voy 
often  indeed ;  and  I  dare  say  I  have  myad^  Heafn 
forgive  me,  said  so  to  people  in  poplexity  and  tf> 
flictioif ;  but  it  was  before  I  had  suflered  perpleiitv 
and  vexation  myseli^  and  I  am  sure  I  will  neverpreaco 

Eatience  to  any  human  being  again,  now  that  Iknov 
ow  much  the  medicine  goes  a^nst  the  stomiidk" 
"  You  will  think  better  of  it,  maideih"  said  tin 
Lady  Hermione :  "  I  also,  when  I  first  felt  distim 
lhoud|t  they  did  me  wrong  who  spoke  to  me  of 
patience:  but  my  sorrows  nave  been;- repeated  ud 
continued  till  I  have  been  taught  to  cling  to  it  as  thi 
best,  and— religious  duties  excepted  of  wnich,  indeed, 

Eatience  forms  a  part— the  only  elevation  wJudi 
fe  can  afford  them." 

Margaret,  who  neither  wanted  sense  nor  liEefiqi' 
wiped  her  tears  hastily,  and  asked  her  patroDeas'ffiV' 
giveness  for  her  petulance.   / 

"  I  might  have  thought"— she  said,  "  I  oudit  ti 
have  reflected^  that  even  from  the  manner  d  jm 
life,  madam,  it  is  plain  you  must  have  suffered Mnoir; 
'ana  yet,  God  knows,  the  patience  which  I  isave  ever 
seen  you  display,  well  entitles  you  to  BcomDOKl 
your  own  example  to  others." 

The  lady  was  silent  for  a  moment,  and  tknie 
plied— 

"  Margaret,  I  am  about  to  repose  a  high  o. 
in  you.    You  are  no  longer  a  child,  but  a  L 

and  a  feeling  woman.   You  have  tola  me  aa  n 

your  secret  as  you  dared— I  will  let  vou  know « 
much  of  mine  as  I  may  venture  to  t&l.  Yoaw  ' 
ask  me,  perhapai  why,  at  a  moment  wheh  yourin 
mind  is  agitated,  I  snould  force  upon  yon  the* 
sideration  of  my  sorrows?  and  I  answer,  tbetlM-, 
not  withstand  the  impulse  which  now  bduoeawto 
do  so.  Perhaps  from  having  witnessed,  for  tiwte 
time  these  three  years,  the  natural  effects  of  Iwii 
passion,  my  own  sorrows  have  been  awakeoeini 
are  for  the  moment  to  tng  for  my  own  boeonHg 
haps  I  may  Ivope  that  you,  who  seem  diirinKlt 
sail  on  the  very  rock  on  which  I  was  wreckadf 
ever,  will  take  warning  by  the  tale  I  haveloft 
Enough,  if  you  are  willing  to  Usten,  I  am  willing; 
tell  you  who  the  melancholy  inhabitant  of  the  Rr 
jambe  apartments  really  is,  and  why  she  ie8ideill| 
It  will  serv&  at  least,  to  while  away  the  umtWf 
Monna  Paula  shall  bring  us  the  reply  from  BoW ) 

At  any  other  moment  of  her  life,  Hargarei  v  \ 
say  womd  have  heard  with  undivided  interest  leMi'  ^ 
munication  so  flattering  in  itself  and  refernis*>  * 
subject  upon  which  the  general  curiosity  had  wiM^ 
strongly  excited.  And  even  at  this  agitatm^  iDdB|di : 
although  she  ceased  not  to  listen  with  an  V^*"}/ 
ear  and  throbbing  heart  for  the  sound  of  Mm 
Paula's  returning  footsteps,  she  neverthelesBk » 
gratitude  and  policy,  as  well  as  a  pordon  of  oinwtf; 
dictated,  composed  herseli;  in  appearance,  at  iatii 
to  the  strictest  attention  to  the  Lady  HcrmioWj  and; 
thanked  her  with  humility  for  the  high  conndfflct 
she  was  pleased  to  repose  in  her.  The  Udy  Her- 
mione, with  the  same  <?  ilmness  which  al  wap  attea* 
ed  her  speech  and  acti  ins,  thus  recounted  her  tm 
to  her  young  friend :  . 

"  My  father,"  she  said,  "  was  a  merchant,  WM 
was  of  a  city  whose  merchants  are  prino*  IJJJ: 
the  daughter  of  a  noble  house  in  Genoa,  whose  nip  i 
stood  as  high  in  honour  and  in  antiquity,  aa  anf*] 
cribed  in  the  Golden  Ri^ster  of  that  famous  aiw* 
cracy.  ^  -  i 

"My  mother  was  a  noble  Scottish woman.-j » 
was  descended— do  not  start— and  not  rerooteif* 
scended,  of  the  house  of  Glenvarloch— no  wondcraj 
I  was  easily  .led  to  take  concern  in  the  roisfortuu^JJ 
this  young  lord.  He  is  my  near  relation,  *^fl^Z 
ther,  who  was  more  than  sufficiently  proud  oiof^- 
sc%nt,  early  taught  me  to  take  an  intercsun  the""T 
My  maternal  grandfather,  a  cadet  of  W$t  howe  * 
Glenvarloch,  had  followed  the  fortunes  of W  mm 
fugitive,  Francis  Earl  of  Bothwell,  who,  a^^show^ 
his  miseries  in  many  a  foreign  court,  at  length  seinw 
in  Spain  upon  a  miserable  pension,  which  new™* 
by  confoi-ming  to  the  Catholic  faith.  Mpa  Omm 
my  grandfather,  separated  from  him  m  d^^?*  fX 
settled  at  Barcelona,  where,  by  the  friendship  or  vr 
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pfcfoor,  his  heresv,  as  it  was  termad,  waa  connived 
at  My  nithen  in  the  course  of  his  commerce,  resided 
jBore  at  Barcelona  than  in  his  native  country,  though 
ft  limes  he  viskad  €renoa. 

"It  was  at  iTarcelona  that  he  hecame  acquainted 
irith  mx  mother,  loved  her,  and  married  her ;  they 
diflered  in  faith,  but  they  agreed  in  affection.  I  was 
Ihf  ir  only  child.  In  public  I  conformed  to  the  doc- 
Irines  and  ceremonial  of  the  church  of  Rome ;  but  my 
mother,  by  whom  these  were  regarded  with  honor, 
Ifivately  trained  me  up  in  those  of  the  reformed  reh- 
l^n;  and  my  father,  either  indifferent  in  the  matter, 
H  unwilling  to  distress  the  woman  whom,  he  loved, 
Iverlooked  or  connived  at  my  secretly  joining  in  her 
derotiona. 

"But  when,  unhappily,  my  father  was  attacked, 
Me  yet  in  the  prime  of  life,  by  a  slow  wasting  dis- 
mki  which  hd  felt  to  be  incurable,  he  foresaw  the 
baud  to  which  his  widoi^  and  orphan  might  be  ez- 
poied,  after  he  waa  no  mor&  in  a  country  so  bigoted 
to  Catholicism  as  Spain.  He  mfde  it  his  business, 
dnnog  the  two  last  years  of  his  lifc^  to  realize  and  to 
ftinit  to  England  a  large  part  of  his  fortune,  which, 
hf  the  faith  and  honour  of  his  correspondent,  the  ex- 
cellent roan  under  whose  roof  I  now  readde,  was  em- 
ployed to  great  advantage. .  Had  my  father  lived  to 
fiomplete  Eis  purpose,  by  withdrawing  his  whole  for- 
tutefirom  commerce  he  himself  would  have  accom- 
panied us  to  Engla.nd,  and  would  have  beheld  us  set- 
ded  in  peace  and  honour  before  lysdeatli.  But  Heaven 
ttd  oroained  it  otherwise.  He  died,  leaving  several 
tonn  engaged  in  ihe  hands  of  his  Spanish  debtors ; 
tod, in  particular,  he  had  made  a  large  and  extensive 
comgDrnent  to  a  certain  wealthy  society  of  mer- 
its at  Madrid,  who  showed  no  willingness  after 
wigglti  to  account  for  the  proceeds.  Would  to  God 
nhtd  left  these  covetous  and  wicked  men  in  ppsses- 
•oa  of  th^r  bootv,  for  such  they  seemed  to  hold  the 
fnpertv  of  their  deceased  correspotident  and  friend ! 
Wehad  enough  for  comfort,  and  even  splendour,  al- 
'ftuiv  secured  m  England ;  but  friends  exclaimed  upon 
1  folly  of  permitting  these  unprincipled  men  toplun- 
r  us  of  our  rightful  property.  The  sum  itself  was 
pe,  and  the  claim  havmg  Seen  mad6^  my  mother 
u^ht  that  my  father's  memory  was  mterested  in 
ibeing  enforcedt  especially  as  the  defences  set  up  for 
Je  mercantile  society  went,  in  some  degree^  to  im- 
iMch  the  fairness  of  nis  transactions. 

We  went  therefore  to  Madrid.  I  was  then,  my 
laraaret,  about  your  age^young  and  thoughtless,  as 
jou  nave  hitherto  been— We  went,  I  say,  to  Madrid, 
iDsplicit  the  protection  of  the  Court  ana  of  the  King, 
without  which  we  were  told  it  would  be  in  vain  to 
«tpect  justice  against  an  opulent  and  powerful  asso- 
flation.    • 

I /'Our  reaidenoe  at  the  Spanish  metropolis  drew  on 
Bom  weeks  to  months.  For  my  part,  my  natural  sor- 
row for  a  kind,  though  not  a  fond  father,  having  aba- 
tol  I  caied  not  if  the  lawsuit  had  detained  us  at  Ma- 
wid  for  ever.  My  mather  permitted  herself  and  me 
gthcr  more  liberty  than  we  had  been  accustomed  to. 
one  found  relations  among  the  Scottish  and  Irish 
OincerN  many  of  whom  held  a  high  rank  in  the  Spa- 
jjtth  armies ;  their  wives  and  daughtera  became  our 
wends  and  companions,  and  I  had  perpetual  occasion 


lUuced.  by  her  partial  fondneas  for  m&  to  suffer  me 
tftRungle  occasionally  in  society  which  «ie  herself  did 
]pt  frequent,  under  the  guardianship  of  such  ladies  as 
J^  unaguied  she  coula  trust,  and  Particularly  under 
J»  care  of  the  lady  of  a  general  officer,  whose  weak- 
?yot  fiilsebood  was  tne  original  cause  of  my  mis- 
ftones.  I  waa  as  gay.  Margaret,  and  thoughuesa— 
*jR.am  repeat  it— as  y*  were  but  lately,  and  my  at- 
JDtion,  like  youra,  became  suddenly  nveted  to  one 
fim!  ^^  ^  ^^^  ^^  of  feelings. 
^^The  person  by  whom  they  were  excited  waayoun^^ 
^le,  handsome,  accomplished,  a  aoldier,  and  a  Bn- 
W*  So  far  our  cases  arc  nearly  parallel ;  but,  may 
«eaven  forbid  that  the  parallel  should  become  com- 
■S?  ^^^'  ™*°\  ^  noble,  so  fairly /ormed,  so  gifted, 
"WW  brav©— this  viWatn,  for  that,  Margaret,  was 


bis  fittest  name,  spoke  of  love  to  meu  and  I  listened— 
Could  I  susnect  his  sincerity  1  If  he  was  wealthy, 
noble^  and  long-descended,  I  also  was  a  noble  and 
an  opulent  heiress.  It  is  true,  that  he  neither  knew 
the  extent  of  my  father's  wealth,  nor  did  I  communis 
cate  to  him  (I  do  not  even  remember  if  I  myself  knew 
it  at  the  time)  the  important  circumatance,  that  ^e 
greater  part  of  that  wealth  was  beyond  th& grasp  o| 
arbitrary  power,  and  not  subject  to  the  precanoos 
award  of  arbitrary  judges.  My  lover  might  t)unk« 
perhaps,  as  my  mother  was  desirous  the  world  at 
large  should  believe,  thi^  almost  our  whole  fortune 
depended  on  the  precarious  suit  which  we  had  coma 
to  Madrid  to  prosecute— a  belief  which  she  had  coun- 
tenanced out  of  policy,  being  well  aware  that  a  know- 
ledge of  my  father* a  having  remitted  such  a  large  part 
of  his  fortune  to  England,  would  in  no  ahape  aid  the 
recovery  of  farther  sums  m  the  Spanish  courts.  Ve^ 
with  no  more  extensive  views  of  my  fortune  than  were 
poasessed.by  the  public,  I  believe  that  he,  of  whom  I 
am  speaking,  was  at  first  sincere  in  his  pretensions. 
He  had  himself  interest  sufficient  to  have  obtained  a 
decision  in  our  fiivour  in  the  courts,  and  my  fortune^ 
reckoning  only  what  was  in  Spain;  would  tnen  have 
been  no  inconsiderable  sum.  To  oe  hne£,  whatever 
nvght  be  hia  mouves  or  temptation  for  so  far  commit- 
ting himself;  he  applied  to  my  mother  for  my  hand, 
with  my  consent  and  approval.    My  mothers  J 


ment  had  become  weitker,  but  her  passions  had  be- 
come more  irritabla  during  h^  increaaiM  illneas. 

You  have  heard  of  the  bitterness  ofthe  ancieat 
Scottiah  feuds,  of  which  it  may  be  said,  in  the  Ian* 
guage  of  Scripture^  that^e  fathers  eat  sour  grapes, 
and  the  teeth  of  the  chiloj^n  are  set  on  edge.  Unbap-  ^ 
pily,— I  should  say  happily,  considering  what  this 
man  has  now  shown  himself  to  be,— some  such  strain 
of  bitterness  had  divided  hus  house  from  my  mothei^s, 
and  she  had  succeeded  to  the  inheritance  of  hatred. 
When  he  aaked  her  for  my  hand,  ehe  was  no  k>nger 
able  to  command  her  passions— she  raked  up  evei^ 
imury  which  the  rival  families  had  inflicted  upon  eara 
other  during  a  bloody  feud  of  two  centuries— heaped 
him  with  epithets  of  scorn,  and  rejected  his  proposal 
of  aUiance,  as  if  it  bad  come  from  the  basest  of  man- 
kind. 

"My  lover  retved  in  passion i  and  I  remained  to 
weep  and  murmur  againat  fortune^  and— I  will  con- 
fess  my  fault— against  my  affectionate  parent  I  Had 
been  educated  with  different  feelinga,  and  the  tradi 
pons  of  the  feuds  and  quarrels  of  my  mother's  family 
m  Scotland,  which  were  to  her  monuments  and  chro- 
nicles, seemed  to  me  as  inagnificant  and  unmeaning 
as  the  actions  and  fantasies  of  Don  Quixote }  and  I 
blamed  my  mother  bitterly  for  aacrificing  my  haKU- 
neas  to  an  empty  dream  of  family  dignity. 

"  While  I  was  in  this  humour,  my  lover  aao^t  % 
renewal  of  our  intercourse.  We  met  rq>eatedly  m  the 
house  of  the  lady  whom  I  have  mentioned,  and  who* 
in  levity,  or  in  the  qpirit  of  intrigue,  countenanced 
our  aecret  correspondence.  At  length  we  were  se- 
cretly married— so  far  did  my  blinded  passion  hurry 
me.  My  lover  had  secured  the  assistance  of  a  clergy- 
man of  the  English  church.  Monna  Paula,  who  had 
been  my  attendant  from  infancy,  was  one  witness  ol 
our  unbn.  Let  me  do  the  faithful  creature  Justice— 
She  conjured  me  to  suspend  my  punose  tilimy  mo- 
ther's death  should  permit  us  to  celebrate  our  mar  • 
riage  openly ;  but  the  entreaties  of  my  lover,  and 
my  own  wayward  passion,  prevailed  over  her  le- 
monstrances.  The  lady  I  nave  spoken  of  was  an- 
other vritness.  but  whether  she  vras  in  full  posses- 
sion of  my  bridegroom's  secret.  I  had  never  the  means 
to  learn.  But  the  shelter  of  her  name  and  roof  tS- 
forded  us  the  means  of  frequently  meeting;  and  the 
love  of  my  husband  seemed  as  suicere  and  as  unbound- 
ed as  my  own. 

'*  He  was  eager,  he  said,  to  gratify  hia  pride,  by 
mtroducing  me  to  one  or  two  <h  his  noble  Engusb 
friends.  This  could  not  be  done  at  Lady  D — -*S' 
but  by  his  command,  which  I  was  now  entitled  to 
consider  as  my  law,  I  contrived  twice  to  visit  him  at 
his  own  hotel,  accompanied  only  by  Monna  Paula. 
There  was  a  very  small  party^  of  two  ladies  and  twe 
gentlemen.  There  was  music,  mirth,  and  danciin, 
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I  had  heard  of  the  frankness  of  the  English  nation, 
Irat  I  could  not  help  thmking  it  bordered  on  license 
aonng  these  entertainments,  and  in  the  course  of  the 
aollanon  which  followed;  but  I  imputed  my  scru- 
ples to  my  inexperience,  and  would  not  doubt  the 
propriety  of  what  was  approved  by  my  husband. 

'^I  was  soon  SQmmonod  to  other  scenes :  My 
poor  mother's  disease  drew  to  a  conclusion— Happy 
I  am  that  it  took  pUce  before  she -discovered  wnat 
would  have  cut  her  to  the  soul. 

'*  In  Spain  you  mav  have  heard  how  the  Catholic 
priests,  and  particularly  the  monks,  besiege  the  beds 
of  the  dyinK  to  obtain  bequests  for  the  good  of  the 
church.  I  nave  said  that  my  moUier's  temper  was 
irritated  by  disease,  and  her  judgment  impaired  in 
proportion.  Sha  gathered  sphits  and  force  from  the 
resentment  which  the  priests  around  her  bed  excited 
by  theif  impormnity,  and  the  boldness  of  the  stem 
sect  of  reformers,  to  which  she  had  secretlv  sdhered. 
■eemed  to  animate  her  dving  tongua  She  avowed 
the  religion  she  had  so  long  concealed ;  renounced 
,  aU  hope  and  aid  which  did  not  come  by  and  through 
'  its  dictates ;  rejected  with  contempt  the  ceremonial  of 
the  Romiifc  church ;  loaded  the  astonished  priests  with 
leproachesfor  ihexr  greediness  and  hypocrisy, and  com- 
manded them  to  leave  her  house.  Tney  went  in  bitter- 
ness and  rage,  but  it  was  to  return  with  the  inquisi- 
toriaf  power,  its  warrants,  and  its  officers ;  and  they 
found  only  the  cold  corpse  left  of  her,  on  whom  they 
had  hoped  to  work  their  vengeance.  As  I  was  soon 
dJBOovered  to  have  shared  my  mother's  heresy,  I  was 
dtaftged  from  her  dead  body,  imprisoned  in  a  solitary 
cloister  a^  treated  with  seveiity,  which  the  Abbess  as- 
sdred  me  was  due  to  the  looseness  of  my  life,  as  well  as 
my  spirimal  errors.  I  avowed  my  marriage,  to  justify 
the  situation  in  which  I  found  myself— I  implored  the 
assistance  of  the  Superior  to  communicate  my  situa- 
tion to  my  husband.  She  smiled  coldly,  at  the  pro- 
posal, and  told  me  the  church  had  provided  a  better 
spouse  for  me ;  advised  me  to  secure  myself  of  divine 
grace  hereafter,  and  deserve  milder  treatment  here, 
<  by  presently  taking  the  vdl.  In  order  to  convince 
me  that  1  had  no  other  resource,  she  showed  me  a 
royal  decree,  by  which  all  my  estate  was  hypotheca- 
ted^to  the  convent  of  Saint  Magdalen,  and  became 
their  complete  property  upon  my  death^  or  my, taking 
the  vows.  As  I  was,  both  from  religious  principle, 
and  affectionate  attachment  to  my  husband,  abso- 
lutely immoveable  in  my  rejection  of  the  veil,  I  believe 
—may  Heaven  forgive  me  if  I  wrong  her  I— that  the 
Abbess  was  desirous  to  make  sure  of  my  spoils,  by 
hastening  the  former  event 

'*It  was  a  small  and  a  poor  convent,  and  situated 
among  the  mountains  of  Guadarrama.  Some  of  the 
sisters  were  the  daugh  ters  of  neighbouring  Hidaigoes, 
as  poor  as  they  were  proud  and  ignorant ;  others 
were  women  immured  there  on  account  of  their  vi- 
deus  conduct.  The  Superior  herself  was  of  a  high 
ihmily,  to  which  she  owed  her  situation ;  but  she  was' 
said  to  have  disgraced  her  connexions  by  her  conduct 
daring  youth,  and  now,  in  advanced  age,  covetous- 
ness  and  the  love  of  power,,  a  spirit  too  of  severity 
and  eruelty;  had  succeeded  to  the  thirst  after  licentious 
pleasure.  I  suflTered  much  under  this  woman— and 
still  her  dark  glassy  eye,  her  tall,  shrouded  form,  and 
her  ri^  feamrea^  haunt  my  slumbers. 

**  I  was  not  destined  to  be  a  mother.  I  was  very 
dl,  and  my  recovery  was  long  doubtful.  The  most 
violent  remedies  were  applied,  if  remedies  they  indeed 
were.  My  health  was  restored  at  length,  against  my 
own  expectation  and  that  of  all  around  me.  But, 
when  I  first  again  beheld  the  reflection  of  my  own 
face,  I  thought  it  was  the  visage  of  a  ghost  I  was 
wont  to  be  flattered  by  all.  but  particularly  by  mV 
husband,  for  the  fineness  or  my  complexion— it  was 
now  totally  gone,  and,  what  is  more  extraordinary, 
ti  has  never  returned.  I  have  observed  that  the  few 
m  ho  TK>w  see  me,  look  upon  rr.e  as  a  bloodless  phan* 
Dim— Such  has  been  the  abiding  effect  of  the  treat- 
ment to  which  I  was  subjectfid.  May  God  forgive 
those  who  were  the  agents  of  it !— I  thank  Heaven  I 
can  say  so  with  os  sincere  a  wish,  as  that  with  which 
1  pray  for  forgiveness  of  my  own  sins.  They  now 
lilsnted  somewhat  tawaids  me— moved  perhaps  to 


compassion  by  my  Mngnlar  appearance,  wbidi  bei 
witness  to  my  sufferings ;  or  afraid  that  the  matti 
might  attract  attention  during  a  visitation  of  the  b 
sAiop,  which  was  approaching.  One  day.  as  I  wa 
walkmg  in  the  convent-garden,  to  which  I  had  beei 
lately  admitted,  a  miserable  old  Moorish  Blav&  wb 
was  kQ>t  to  cultivate  the  little  spot,  muttered  as 
passed  him,  but  still  keeping  his  wrinkled  linoe  and  d» 
crepit  form  in  the  same  angle  with  the  earth—*  Tho^ 
is  Heart's  Ease  near  the  postern.' 

"  I  knew  something  of  the  symbolical  language 
flowers,  once  carried  to  such  perfection  among  iL 
Moriscoes  of  Spain ;  hot  if  I  had  been  ignorant  of  ii 
the  captive  would  soon  have  caught  at  any  faint  * 
seemed  to  promise  liberty.    With  all  the  haste 


sistent  with  the  utmost  curcumspection— for  I  _ 
be  observed  by  the  Abbess  or  some  of  the  sisters 
the  window— I  hastened  to  the  postern.  It  wu 
closely  barred  as  usual  but  when  I  coughed  subtly. 
I  was  answered  from  the  other  side— anal  O  Heaven .' 
it  was  my  husband's  voice  which  said,^  Lose  act  a 
minute  here  at  present,  but  be  on  this  8i)Ot  wfaea  dti 
vesper  bell  has  tolled.' 

"  I  retired  in  an  ecstacy  of  joy.  I  was  not  entitkA 
or  permitted  to  assist  at  vespers^  but  was  accostom- 
ed  to  be  confined  to  my  cell  while  the  nuns  were  ia  1 
the  choir.  Since  my  recovery,  they  had  diseontimwd 
locking  the  door;  th9Ugh  the  utmost  severity  was dkN 
nounc^  against  me  if  I  left  these  precincts.  Butjtf 
the  penaltyoe  what  it  would,  I  hastened  to  dare  it  -M> 
sooner  had  the  last  toll  of  the  vesper  bell  ceased H 
sound,  than  I  stole  from  iny  chamber,  reached  theiP' 
den  unobserved,  hurried  to  the  postern,  beheld  it  apt! 
with  rapture,  and  in  the  next  moment  was  in  my  uk 
band's  arms.  He  had  with  him  another^cavalier 
noble  mien— both  were  masked  and  armed.  Tlit^ 
horses,  with  one  saddled  for  my  use.  stood  in  a  thicke 
hard  by,  with  two  other  masked  horsemen^  wh 
seemed  to  be  servants.  In  less  than  two  mmote 
we  were  mounted,  and  rode  off  as  fast  as  we  couii 
through  rough  and  devious  roads,  in  which  one  of  th 
domestics  appeared  to  act  as  guide.  . 

"  The  burned  pace  at  which  we  rode,  and  the  anx 
iety  of  the  rnoment,  kept  me  silent,  and  preven 
my  expressing  iny  surprise  or  my  joy  save  in  a  I 
broken  words,  it  also  8er\''ed  as  an  apology  for  _ 
husband's  silence.  At  length  we  stopped  at  a  soliia- 
ry  hut— the  cavaliers  cGsmountcd.  and  I  was  asaislBl 

from  my  saddle,  not  by  M— 7-  M my  busban^l 

would  say,  who  seemed  busied  about  his  horse,  lot, 
by  the  stranger. 

"  *Go  into  the  hut.'  said  my  husband,  'changeyoor, 
dress  with  the  speed  of  lightning^ you  will  find  one 
to  assist  you— we  must  forward  instantly  when  — ' 
have  shifted  your  apparel,' 

**I  entered  the  hut,  and  was  received  in  the  anna 
of  the  faithful  Monna  Paula,  who  had  waited  my  ar- 
rival for  many  hours,  half  distracted  with  fear  and 
anxiety.  With  her  assistance  \  Upeedily  tore  ofi"  the 
detested  garments  of  the  convent,  and  exchanged 
thein  for  a  travelling  suit  made  after  the  En^iah 
fashion.  I  observed  that  Monna  Paula  was  in  aainai- 
lar  dress.  I  had  but  just  huddled  on  my  change  of 
attire,  when  we  were  nastily  summoned  to  mount— 
A  horse,  I  found,  ^I'as  provided  for  Monna  Paula,  and 
we  resumed  our  route.  On  the  way,  my  convent- 
garb,  which  had  been  wrapped  hastily  togethei 
around  a  stone,  was  thrown  wto  a  lake  along  dw 
ver^  of  which  we  were  then  passing.  The  two  ca- 
valiers rode  together  in  front,  my  attendant  and  I 
followed,  and  the  servants  brought  up  the  rear.- 
Monna  Paula,  as  we  rode  on,  repeat^y  entreatel 
me  .to  be  silent  upon  the  road,  as  our  hves  do^ended 
on  it  I  was  easily  reconciled  to  be  passive,  for,  the 
first  fever  of  sphitB  which  att#nded  the  sense  of  libe- 
ration and  of  grajified  affection  having  passed  away, 
I  felt  as  it  were  dizxy  with  the  rapid  motion;  and  my 
utmost  exertion  was  necessary  to  keep  my  place  on 
the  saddle,  until  we  suddenly  ut  was  now  very  dark) 
saw  a  strong  li^ht  before  us. 

"  My  husband  reined  up  his  horse,  and  gave  a  sag* 
nal  by  a  low  whistle  t^vice  repeated,  which  was  an 
swer^  fh>m  a  distance.  The  whole  party  then  halt- 
ed under  the  bonghs  of  a  large  cork-tree,  aod  my 
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toeband^  drawini^  hunaelf  clone  to  my  ride,  skid,  in  a 
^foice  which  I  then  thought  vason^  embarrassed  by 
ftir  for  my  safety,—*  We  must  now  part.  Those  to 
ihoin  I  commit  you  are  eorUrabandisU.  who  only 
iiow  yoa  as  Enalishwomen,  but  who,  for  a  high 
Mbft  have  nndertakftn  to  escort  you  through  the  pass- 
•  of  the  Pyrenees  as  far  as  Saint  Jean  de  Lux.' 

"'And  do  you  not  go  with  usT  I  exclaimed  with 
flfiphaais,  though  in  a  whisper. 

•''It  is  impossible,'  he  said,  *  and  would  rain  all— 
Jbe  that  you  spoak  in  English  in  these  people's  hear- 
Bc,  ana  give  not  the  least  sign  of  understanding 
imt  they  say  in  Spanish— your  life  depends  on  it : 
fe,  tfaougn  they  live  in  opposition  to.  and  evasion  o( 
titt  laws  of  Spain,  they  would  tremble  at  the  idea  of 
n>lating  those  of  the  church— I  see  them  coming— 
ftrewell— farewell.' 

"  The  last  words  wevo  hastily  uttered— I  endea- 
lound  to  detain  him  yet  a  moment  by  my  feeble 
(raipon  lus  cloak. 

"nTon  will  meet  me,  then,  I  tniat,  at  Saint  Jean 

"'Tea,  xeSi'  he  answered hastilv,  'at  Saint  Jeande 
Lbtod  will  meet  your  protector. 

"He  then  extricafed  his  cloak  from  my  grasp,  and 
wu  lost  in  the  darkness.  His  companion  approach- 
«i-kissed  my  hand,  which  in  the  agdny  of  me 
moment  I  was  scarce  sensible  of  and  followed  my 
husband,  attended  by  one  of  the  domestics." 

The  teats  of  Hermione  here  flowed  so  fast  as  to 
ihraten  the  interruption  of  her  narrative.  When 
iheresnmed  it,  it  was  with  a  kind  of  apology  to  Mar- 

"Rrery  circumstance,"  she  said,  "occurring  in 

tMRvoments,  when  I  still  enjoyed  a  delusive  idea 

ofluppbess,  are  deeply  imprinted  in  my  remem- 

MiDOdi  which,  respecting  all  that  has  since  happened, 

B  ntte  and  unvaried  as  an  Arabian  desert.    But  I 

htnao  np^i  to  inflict  on  you^  Margaret,  agitated  as 

m  are  With  your  own  anxieties,  the  unavailing  de- 

-w  of  my  useless  recollections." 

Margaret's  eyes  were  full  of  tears— it  was  imposst- 

w  it  couM  be  otherwise,  considering  that  the  tale 

VIS  told  by  her  suflfbring  benefactress,  and  resembled, 

■IMne  respects,  her  own  situation ;  and  yet  she  must 

Mbe  severely  blamed,  if,  while  eaigcrly  pressing  her 

lioness  to  continue  her  narrative,  her  eve  involun* 

tHflr  sought  the  door,  as  if  to  chide  the  delay  of  Mon- 

11  Paula. 

The  Lady  Hermione  saw  and  forgave  these  con* 
fteting  emotions;  and  she,  too,  must  he  pardoned,  if, 
in  her  turn,  the  mmute  detail  of  her  narrative  showed, 
tliat,in  the  discharge  of  feelings  so  long  locked  in  her 
own  bosom,  she  rather  forgot  those  which  wew?  per- 
wnal  to  her  auditor,  and  by  which  it  must  be  suppo- 
Kd  Margaret's  mind  was  principally  occupied,  if  not 
entirely  engrossed. 

"I  told  you,  I  think,  that  one  domestic  followed 
tte  gentlemen,"  thus  the  lady  continued  her  story, 
file  other  remained  with  us  for  the  purpose,  as  it 
Memed,  of  introducing  us  to  two  persons  whom 
M— ,  I  say,  whom  my  husband's  signal  had  brought 
to  the  spot.  A  word  or  two  of  explanation  passed 
between  them  and  th^  servant,  in  a  sort  of  patois, 
vhich  I  did  not  understand ;  and  one  of  the  stran- 
ds taking  hold  of  my  bridle,  the  other  of  Monna 
hola's,  they  led  us  towards  the  light,  which  I  have 
ibeadx  said  was  the  signal  of  our  halting.  I  touch- 
NBIonna  Paula,  and  was  sensible  that  she  trembled 
^  much,  which  surprised  me,  because  I  knew  her 
cBareeter  to  be  so  strong  and  bold  as  to  border  upon 
Uie  masculine. 

When  we  reached  the  fire;  the  pp&y  figures  of 
uoae  who  surrounded  it,  wiin  their  swarthy  fea- 
(iires,  large  Sombrero  hats,  gii^les  stuck  full  of  pis- 
>9ls  and  poniards,  and  all  the  other  apparatus  of  a  ro- 
^ng  and  perilous  life,  would  have  terrified  me  at  an- 
Dther  moment.  But  then  I  onlv  fidt  the  agony  of  ha- 
ving parted  fh)m  my  husband  almost  in  the  verymo- 
inent  of  my  rescue.  The  famales  of  the  gang— for 
[here  were  four  or  five  women  amongst  these  contra- 
band tradere— received  us  with  a  sort  of  rude  courte- 
»v.  They  were,  in  dress  and  manners,  not  extremely 
dws&tfrom  the  men  with  whom  they  associated— 


were  alkio.«'*.as  hardy  and  adventtur6u0,  carried  nrmt* 
like  them,  and  wercL  a&  we  learned  from  passing  cor- 
cumstances,  scarce  less  experienced  in  the  use  of  tnem. 

*'  It  was  hnpossible  not  to  fear  these  wild  people } 
yet  (key  gave  us  no  reason  to  complain  of  them,  but 
used  us  on  all  occasions  with  a  kind  of  clumsy  cour* 
tesy,  accommodating  themselves  to  our  wants  and 
our  weakness  during  the  journey,  even  while  we  heard 
them  grumbling  to  each  other  a^nst  our  effemina- 
cy ;— like  some  fuae  carrier,  who  in  charge  of  a  peek* 
(^  of  valuable  and  fhtgile  ware,  takes  every  precau- 
tion for  its  preservatiod,  while  he  curses  the  unwont- 
sd  trouble  which  it  occasions  him.  Once  or  twice, 
when  they  were  diciapi>ointed  in  their  contraband 
traffic,  lost  some  goods  in  a  rencontre  with  the  Spa- 
nish officera  of  the  revenue,  and  were  finally  pursued 
by  a  military  force,  their  murmure  assumed  a  mora 
alarming  tone,  in  the  terrified  eara  of  my  attendant 
and  myself^  when,  without  daring  to  seem  to  under- 
stand them,  we  heard  them  curse  the  insular  heretice, 
on  whose  account  God,  Saint  James,  and  Our  Lady 
of  the  Pillar,  had  blighted  their  hopes  of  profit.  These 
are  dreadful  recollections.  Margaret." 

**Why,  then,  dearest  lad  y,"^  answered  Margaret, 
"  will  you  thus  dwell  on  them  1" 

"  It  IS  only,",  said  the  Lady  Hermione,  "  because  I 
linger  like  a  criminal  on  the  scaffold,  and  would  fain 
protract  the  time  that  must  inevitably  bring  on  the 
final  catastrophe.  Ye&  deareet  Margaret,  I  rest  and 
dwell  on  th^  events  of  that  journey,  marked  as  it  was 
by  fatigue  and  danger,  though  the  road  lay  through 
the  wildest  and  most  desolate  deeerts  and  mountains, , 
and  though  our  oompanions,  both  men  and  women, ' 
were  fierce  and  lawless  themselves,  and  exposed  to 
the  most  merciless  retaliation  from  those  witn  whom 
they  were  constantly  engaged— yet  would  I  rather 
dwell  on  these  hazardous  events,  than  tell  that  which 
awaited  me  at  Saint  Jean  de  Luz." 

"  But  you  arrived  there  in  safety?"  said  Margaret. 

"  Ye?,  maiden."  replied  the  Lady  Hermbne:^*  and 
were  guided  by  the  chief  of  our  outlawed  band  to  the 
house  which  had  been  assigned  for  our  reception, 
with  the  same  pynctilious  accuracy  with  which  he 
would  have  delivered  a  bale  of  uncustomed  goods  to 
a  correspondent.  I  was  told  a  gentleman  had  ex- 
pected me  for  two  days— I  rushed  into  the  apartment 
and,  when  I  expected  to  embrafee  my  husband— I 
found  myftelf  in  the  arms  of  his  friend  I" 

**  The  villain  P*  exclaimed  Margaret,  whose  anxiety 
had,  in  spite  of  herself,  been  a  moment  suspended  by 
the  nam  rive  of  the  lady. 

"  Yes,"  replied  Hermione,  calmly,  though  her  voice 
somewhat  faltered,  "it  is  the  name  that  best— ths 
well  befits  him.  lie.  Margaret,  for  whom  I  had 
sacrificed  all— whose  love  and  whose  memory  were 
dearer  to  me  than'  my  freedom,  when  I  was  in  the 
convent— than  my  lifi^  when  I  was  on  my  perilous 
journey— had  taken  his  measures  to  shake  me  oft,- 
and  transfer  me,  as  a  privileged  wanton,  to  the  pro- 
tection of  his  libertine  friend.  At  first  the  stranger 
laughed  at  my  teara  and  my  agony,  as  the  hv»:encai 
passion  of  a  deluded  and  overreached  wanton,  or  the 
wily  affection  of  a  courtezan.  My  claim  of  marriage 
he  laughed  at.  assuring  me  he  knew  it  was  a  mere 
farce  required  by  me,  and  submitted  to  by  his  friend, 
to  save  some  reserve  of  delicacy ;  and  expressed  his 
surprise  that  I  should  consider  in  any  other  light  a 
ceremony  which  could  be  valid  neither  in  Spain  not 
England,  and  insultingly  offered  to  remove  my  scru- 
ples, by  renewing  such  a  union  with  me  himself.  My 
exclamations  brought  Monna  Paula  to  my  aid— she 
was  not,  indeed,  far  distant,  for  she  had  expected 
some  such  scene." 

"  (jood  Heaven  I"  said  Margaret,  **  wm  she  a  con  > 
fidant  of  your  base  husband  V^ 

•*  No,"  answered  Hermione^  "do  her  not  that  m 
jusdce.  It  was  her  pen?evenng  inquiries  that  dis 
covered  the  plaeeof  my  confinement— it  was  she  wh«» 
gave  the  information  to  niy  husband,  and  who  n^ 
marked  even  then  that  the  news  was  so  much  mois 
interesting  to  his  friend  than  to  him,  that  she  su»^ 
pectfd.  from  an  early  period,  it  was  lhf»  purpose  ol 
the  villain  to  shake  me  off.  On  the  journey,  her  sus- 
picions were  confirmed.    She  had  beard  hun  rematk 
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to  his  oompanion,  with  a  >cold  Barc8<"ac,  pneer,  the 
total  change  which  my  prisop  and  my  illness  had 
made  on  my  complexion;  and  she  had  heard  the 
other  reply,  that  the  defect  might  be  cured  by  a  touch 
of  Spanish  red.  This,  and  other  circumstances,  hay- 
ing prepared  her  for  such  treachery,  Monna  Paula 
now  entered^  completely  possessed  of  herself  and 
prepared  to  support  me.  Her  calm  representations 
went  farther  with  the  stranger  than  the  expressbns 
of  my  despair.  If  he  did  not  entirely  believe  our  tale, 
he  at  least  acted  the  part  of  a  man  of  honour,  who 
would  not  intrude  himself  on  defenceless  females, 
whatever  was  their  character ;  desisted  from  perse- 
cuting us  with  his  presence:  and  not  only  directed 
Monna  Paula  how.  we  should  journey  to  Paris,  but 
furnished  her  with  money  for  the  pUrpose  of  our  jour- 
ney. From  the  capital  I  wrote  to  Master Heriot,  my 
Aitner's  most  trusted  correspondent;  he  came  in< 
suntly  to  Paris  on  receiving  the  letter;  and- 


But  here  comes  Monna  Paiua,  with  more  than  the 
sum  you  desired.  Take  it,  my  dearest  maidens-serve 
this  youth  if  you  wiU.  But,  O  Margaret,  look  for  no 
gratitude  in  return  I" 

The  Lady  Hormione  took  the  bag  of  gold  from  her 
attendant,  and  gave  it  to  her  younglriend,  who  threw 
herself  into*  her  arms,  kissed  her  on  both  the  pale 
cheeks,  over  which  the  sorrows  so  newly  awakened 
by  her  narrative  had  drawn  many  tears,  then  sorung 
«t>,  Mriped  her  own  overflowing  eyes,  and  left  the 
fV)ljamDe  apartments  with  a  hasty  and  resolved  step. 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

RovQ  not  flnom  pole  to  pol«— the  man  livM  hen 

Who«e  rtiTor'i  only  equalt'd  by  hii  beer ; 

And  where,  in  eitlter  lente.  Uie  coekiwy^pul 

Mar.  if  He  ploeeea,  get  confounded  cut. 

On  the  $itn  ^  on  JieAMue  fa^  ^  e  Bo/t^, 
We  are  under  the  necessity  of  transporting  our 
readers  to  the  habitation  of  Benjamin  Suddlechop, 
tne  husband  of  the  active  and  efficient  Dame  Ursula, 
and  who  also,  in  his  own  person,  discharged  more 
offices  than  one.  For,  besides  trimming  locks  and 
beards,  and  turning  whiskers  upward  into  the  martial 
and  Bwaggerins  curl,  or  downward  into  the  droop- 
ing form  which  became  mustaches  of  civil  policy; 
besides  also  occasionally  letting  blood,  either  by  cup- 
ping or  by  the  lancet,  extracting  a  stump,  and  per- 
forming other  actions  of  petty  pharmacy,  very  nearly 
as  well  as  hk  neighbour  Rarodrench,  the  spothecary ; 
he  could,  on  occasion,  draw  a  cup  of  beer  as  well  as 
a  tooth,  tap  a  hogshead  as  well  as  a  vein,  and  wash, 
with  a  draught  otgood  ale,  the  mustaches  which  his 
art  had  just  trimmed.  But  he  carried  on  tliese  trades 
apart  from  each  other. 

His  barber's  shop  projected  its  long  and  mysterious 
pole  into  Fleet  street,  painted  party-coloured-wise,  to 
nfpresent  the  ribbons  with  which,  in  elder  times,  that 
ensign  was  garnished.  In  the  window  were  seen 
rows  of  teeth  displayed  ui^n  strings  like  rosaries- 
cups  with  a  red  rag  at  the  oottom,  to  resemble  blood, 
an  intimation  that  patients  might  be  bled,  cupped,  or 
blistered,  with  the  assistance  of  "  sufficient  advice ;" 
while  the  more  profitable,  but  less  honourable  opera- 
tions upon  the  hair  of  the  bead  and  beard,  were  briefly 
and  gravely  announced.  Within  was  the  wdl-wom 
leathern  chair  for  customers,  the  guitar,  then  called 
a  ghiitem  or  cittern,  with  which  a  customer  might 
amuse  himself  till  his  predecessor  was  dismissed  from 
uiHier  Benjamin's  hands,  and  which,  therefore,  often 
flayed  the  ears  of  the  patient  metaphorically,  while 
his  chin  sustained  from  the  razor  literal  scarincation. 
All,  therefore,  in  this  department,  spoke  the  chinu> 
geon-barber,  or  the  barber-chinugeon. 

But  there  was  a  little  back-room,  used  as  a  private 
tap-room,  which  had  a  separate  entrance  by  a  dark 
and  crooked  alley,  which  communicated  with  Fleet 
street,  after  a  circuitous  passage  through  several  by- 
lanes  and  courts.  This  retired  temple  of  Bacchus 
had  also  a  connexion  ^ith  Benjamin's  more  pubCc 
shop  by  a  long  ,and  narrow  entrance,  conduf^ting  to 
the  secret  premises  m  which  a  few  old  toperd  used  to 
take  tneir  morning  draught,  and  a  few  gill-sippers 
their  modicum  of  strong  waters,  in  a  ba&Ail  way. 


after  haidng  entered  thebaite's  shop  under  pretenei 
of  bemg  shaved.  Besides,  this  obscure  tap-ioom  nvs 
a  separate  admission  to  the  apartments  otDameUn- 
ley,  which  she  was  believed  to  make  use  of  in  the 
course  of  her  multifarious  practice,  both  to  let  henelt 
secretly  out,  and  to  admit  clients  and  employen  who 
cared  not  to  be  seen  to  visit  her  in  i|ublic.  Acconfinglj, 
after  the  hour  of  noon,  by  which  time  the  modest  tod 
timid  whetter&  who  were Beniamin's best  cuttoma^ 
had  each  had  his  draught,  or  his  thimblefiiL  tfaebnsi- 
ness  of  the  tap  was  in  a  manner  ended,  and  tiie  chugs 
of  attending  the  back-door  passed  fh)m  oneof  thcbv* 
ber's  apprentices  to  the  litUe  mulatto  gizl,  thediiKT 
Iris  of  Dame  Suddlechop.  Then  came  myitety^ 
upon  mystery  z  muffled  gallants,  and  masked  feoilo, 
in  disguises  or  different  fashions,  were  seen  to  glidi 
through  the  intricate  mazes  of  the  alley:  and  etco  the 
low  tap  on  the  door,  which  freqiiently  demanded  tbi 
attention  of  the  little  Creole,  had  in  it  some(hiq|ilbi 
expressed  secrecy  and  fear  of  discovery. 

It  was  the  evening  of  the  same  day  when  Kd|ikc 
had  held  the  Ions  conference  with  the  Lady  HanMV^ 
that  Dame  Suddlechop  had  directed  her  htdepomiM 
to  "  keep  the  door  fast  as  a  miser's  purse-stonp;  ud, 
as  she  valued  her  saffron  skin,  to  let  in  nonanir— • 
the  name  she  added  m  a  whisper,  and  accosmuvdit 
with  a  nod.  The  little  domestic  blinked  intdligBa. 
went  to  her  post,  and  in  brief  time  thereafter  i&itied 
and  ushered  into  the  presence  of  the  dame,  thaiToj 
city-gallant  whose  clothes  sat  awkwardly  opoDhsi, 
and  who  had  behaved  so  doughtily  in  the  fray  vU 
befell  at  Nigel's  first  visit  to  Beaiueu's  ordinary.  % 
mulatto  introduced  him—**  Missis,  fine  young  gndi- 
man,  all  over  gold  and  velvet"— then  muttered  toliff' 
self  as  she  shut  the  door,  "fine  young  gentleman, b! 
—apprentice  to  him  who  makes  the  tick-tick.'' 

It  was  indeed— we  are  sorry  to  say  it,  and  traatoo 
readers  will  sympathize  with  the  interest  we  take  ia 
the  matter^— it  was  indeed  honest  Jin  Vin,  who  \ik 
been  so  fiar  left  to  his  own  devices,  and  abandoned  \  ^ 
his  better  angel,  as  occasionally  to  travesty  bimad 
in  this  fashbn,  and  to  visit,  in  the  dress  of  a  ^auut 
of  the  day,  those  places  of  pleasure  and  disajpatiofti 
which  it  would  have  been  everlasting  discredit  toni 
to  have  been  seen  in  his  real  character  and  condititt;  i 
that  is,  had  it  been  nossible  for  bun  in  his  proper  luvt  ■ 
to  have  gained  admission.    There  was  nowide^ 
gloom  on  his  brow,  his  rich  habit  was  hastily  pot«v  | 
and  buttoned  awry;  his  belt  buckled  in  a  moatdiv*  : 
derly  fashion,  so  that  his  sword  stuck  outwards  fiff 
his  side,  instead  of  hanging  by  it  with  graceful  n» 
genoe;  while  his  poniard,  though  fairly  hatched  ad 
silded.  stuck  in  his  girdle  like  a  butchers  ateelinw 
K)ld  or  hut  blue  apron.   Persons  of  fashion  had,  bjtn 
way.  the  advantage  formerly  of  being  better  dwa- 

Suished  from  the  vulgar  than  at  present ;  fi^r,  wnit 
le  ancient  farthingale  and  more  modem  bpop  were 
to  court  ladies,  the  sword  was  to  the  gentleman!  an 
article  of  dress,  which  only  rendered  those  lidKam 
who  assumed  it  for  the  nonce,  without  being  m  the 
habit  of  wearins  it  Vincent's  rapier  got  between  bii 
Ws,  and.  as  he  stumbled  over  it,  he  ezdaimeo- 
**  Zounds  I  'tis  the  second  time  it  has  served  me  ibaf- 
I  believe  the  damned  trinket  knows  I  am  no  tnepfi- 
tleman,  and  does  it  of  set  purpose." 

**Come,  come,  mine  honest  Jin  Vin— eome,  Bf 
good  boy,"  said  the  dame,  in  a  soothing  tone,  b^ 
mind  these  trankums^a  frank  and  hearty  LodiW| 
'prentice  is  worth  all  the  gallants  of  the  inns  of  co^ 
**  I  VM  a  frank  and  hearty  London  'prentice  beW* 
I  knew  you.  Dame  Suddlechop,"  said  Vincent ;  "m 
your  advice  has  made  me,  you  mav  find  a  name  w.i 
since,  fore  Geori^el  I  am  ashamea  to^ think  abool  t 

^*  A-well-a-day,"  quoth  the  dame,  "and  is  it  even  » 
with  theel—nay,  then,  I  know  but  one  cmrer  >3 
with  that,  going  to  a  HtUe  comer  cupboard  of  carwd 
wainscoat,  she  opened  it  by  the  assistanoe  of  auy 
which,  with  half-a-dozen  besides,  hung  in  a  nlief 
chain  at  her  ^rdle,  and  produced  a  long  flask  of  tun 
j^lass  cased  with  wicker,  bringing  forth  at  the  aama 
tune  two  Flemish  mmmer  glasses,  with  long  stafti 
and  capacious  wombs.  She  filled  the  one  bninfU  ftf 
her  guest,  and  the  other  more  modestly  to  about  tw 
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thirds  of  its  capacitv,  for  her  own  use,  repeating, 
the  rich  cordial  trickled  forth  in  a  smooth  oily  stream— 
''Right  Rosa  Solis,  as  ever  washed  mulligrubs  out  of 
a  moody  brain !" 

BuL  though  Jin  Yin  tossed  off  his  glass  without 
Bcniple,  while  the  lady  sipped  hers  more  moderately, 
it  did  not  appear  to  produce  the  expected  amendment 
upon  his  humour.  On  the  contrary,  as  he  threw  him- 
Mf  into  the  gveat  leathern  chair,  in  which  Dame 
Ursley  waa  wont  to  solace  herself  of  an  evening;  he 
declared  himself"  the  most  miserable  dog  within  the 
wund  of  Bow-bell." 

"And  why  shouM  you  be  ao  idle  as  to  think  your- 
self so,  silly  bov?"  said  Dame  Suddtechop;  **but  'Us 
always  thus— fools  and  children  never  Know  when 
they  are  well.  Why^  there  is  not  one  that  walks  in 
Sl  Faurs,  whether  m  flat  eap,  or  hat  and  leather, 
that  has  so  many  kind  glances  from  the  wenches  as 

En,  when  ye  swagger  along  Fleet  street  with  yoxir 
t  under  your  arm,  and  vour  cap  set  aside  upon  your 
head.  Thou  knowest  well,  that,  from  Mrs.  Dcnputy'a 
self  down  to  the  waistcoateers  in  the  alley,  all  of  them 
are  twiring  and  peeping  betwixt  their  nngers  when 
foa  pass;  and  yet  you  call  yourself  a  miserable  dog ! 
aod  1  must  tell  you  all  this  over  and  over  again,  as  if 
Fwere  whis^tling  the  chimes  of  London  to  a  pettish 
child,  in  order  to  bring  the  pretty  baby  into  good- 
humour  !'* 

The  flattery  of  Dame  Ursula  seemed  to  have  thb 
ftte  of  her  cordial— it  waa  swallowed,  indeed,  by  the 
party  to  whom  she  presented  it,  and  that  with  some 
dsgree  of  rdish,  but  it  did  not  operate  as  a  sedative  on 
the  disturbed  state  of  the  youth^s  mind.  He  lau^^ied 
Iff  an  instant,  half  in  scorn,  and  half  in  gratifieova- 
iBiy.  but  cast  a  sullen  look  on  Dame  Ursley  as  he  re- 
pfod  to  her  last  words, 

"Ton  do  treat  mc  like  a  chUd  indeed,  when  you  sing 
over  and  over  to  me  acuckoo  son^  that  I  care  not  a 
OBppcr-filing  for." 

"Aha  I"  said  Dame  Ursley ;  "that  is  to  say,  you  care 
mt  if  vou  please  all,  unless  you  please  ono— You  are 
ifrue  lover,  I  warrant,  and  care  not  for  all  the  city, 
ftom  here  to  Whitechapel,  so  you  could  write  yourself 
first  in  your  pretty  Peg-a-Ramsay's  good-will.  Wellj 


you  have  rather  been  the  wedge  to  separate  us." 

Dame  Suddlechop  had  by  this  time  finished  her 
cardial— it  waa  not  the  first  she  had  taken  that  day; 
and,  though  a  woman  of  strong  brain,  and  cautious 
at  least,  if  not  abstemious,  in  her  potations,  it  may 
nevertheless  be  supjMsed  that  her  patience  was  not 
improved  by  the  regimen  which  she  observed. 

Wliy,  thou  ungracious  and  ingrate  knave,"  said 
Dame  Urslev,  "  have  not  I  done  every  thing  to  put 
thee  irt  thy  mistress's  good  graces  7  She  loves  gentry, 
the  proud  Scottish  minx,  as  a  Welshman  loves  cheese, 
and,  has  her  lather's  descent  from  that  Duke  of  Dal- 
devil,  or  whatsoever  she  calls  him,  as  close  in  her 
heart  as  gold  in  a  miser's  chest,  though  she  as  seldom 
shows  it— and  none  she  will  think  of,  or  have,  but  a 
Kentleman— and  a  gentleman  I  have  made  oJT  thee, 
Jin  Vin,  the  devil  cannot  deny  that." 

"  You  have  made  a  fool  of  me,"  said  poor  Jenkin, 
looking  at  the  sleeve  of  hTs  jacket  ^ 

"  Never  the  worse  gentleman  for  that,"  said  Dame 
Ursley,  laughing. 

"And  what  is  worse,"  said  hft,  turning  his  back  to 
her  suddenly,  and  wriuing  in  his  chair,  "  you  have 
made  a  rogue  of  me." 

"  Never  the  worse  gontleman  for  that  neither,"  said 
Dame  Ursley  in  the  same  tone;  "let  a  man  bear  his 
folly  >?aily  and  his  knavery  stoutly,  and  let  me  see  if 

Envity  or  honesty  will  look  him  in  the  face  now-a- 
ys.  Tut,  man.  it  was  only  in  the  time  of  BCing  Ar- 
thur or  King  Lud,  that  a  gentleman  was  held  to  ble- 
mish his  scutcheon  by  a  leap  over  the  line  of  reason 
jr  honesty— If  is  the  bold  look,  the  ready  hand,  the 
nne  clothes,  the  brisk  oath,  and  the  wild  brain,  that 
makes  the  gallant  now-a-»Jaye." 
J,  "1  know  what  fou  have  rnade  me,"  said  Jin  Vin; 
,8ince  I  have  given  up  skittles  and  trap-ball  for  tcn- 
Qdand  bowls,  good  English  ale  for  tmn  Bourdeaux 
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and  sour  Rhenish,  roast-beef  and  pudding  for  wood- 
cocks and  kickshaMm— my  bat  for  a  sword,  my  cap 
for  a  beaver,  my  forsooth  for  a  modish  oath,  my 
Christmas-box  for  h^  dice-box,  my  religion  for  ih» 

devil's  matins,  and  mine  honest  name  for Woman, 

I  could  brain  thee^  when  I  think  whose  advice  has 
guided  me  in  all  this  1"  • 

"Whose advice,  then 7  whose  advice,  then t  Speak 
out,  thou  poor,  petty  cloak-brusher,  and  say  who  ad- 
vised thee  ?"  retorted  Dame  Ursley,  flushed  and  in- 
dignant—" Marry  come  up,  my  paltry  companioth* 
say  by  whose  advice  you  have  made  a  gamester  of  your- 
self, and  a  thief  besides,  as  your  words  would  bear— 
The  Lord  deliver  us  from  evil  !*'  And  here  Dame 
Ursley  devoutly  crossed  herself. 

"  Hark  ye.  Dame  Ursley  Suddlechop,"  said  Jenkin, 
starting  iip,  his  dark  eyes  flashing  with  anger ;  "re- 
member I  am  none  of  your  husband— and,  if  I  were, 
you  would  do  well  not  t6  forget  whose  threshold  wai 
swept  when  they  last  rode  the  Skimmii^gton*  upon 
such  another  scolding  jade  as  yonrself." 

"I  hope  to  see  you  ride  up  Holbom  next,"  said 
Dame  Ursley,  provoked  out  of  all  her  holyday  and 
sugar-plum  expressions,  "  with  a  nosegay  at  your 
breast,  and  a  parson  ai  your  elbow  1" 

/'  That  may  well  be,"  answered  Jin  Vin,  bitterly, 
"if  I  walk  by  your  counsels  as  I  have  begun  by  them ; 
but,  before  that  day  comes,  you  shall  know  that  Jfai 
Vin  has  the  brisk  boys  of  Fleet  street  still  at  his  wink, 
— Ves,  you  jade,  you  shall  be  carted  for  bawd  and 
conjurer,  double-dyed  in  grain,  and  bing  o0*  to  Bride- 
well with  every  brass  basin  betwixt  the  Bar  and 
PanPs  beating  before  you,  as  if  the  devil  were  bang- 
ing them  with  his  beo'-hook." 

Dame  Ursley  coloured  like  scarlet,' seized  upon  the 
half-emptied  fia^k  of  cordial,  and  seemed,  by  her  firsl 
gesture,  about  id  hurl  it  at  the  head  of  her  adversary ; 
but  suddenly,  and  as  if  by  a  strong  internal  efibrt,  sna 
checked  her  outrageous  resentment,  and,  putting  the 
bottle  to  its  more  legitimate  use,  filled,  with  wonder- 
ful composure,  the  two  glasses,  and,  taking  up  one 
of  them,  said,  with  a  smile,  which  better  became  her 
pomely  and  jovial  countenance  than  the  fiiry  by  which 
it  was  animated  the  moment  before— 

"  Here  is  to  thee,  Jin  Vin,  my  lad,  in  all  loving  kind- 
ness, whatever  spite  thou  bearest  to  me,  that  have 
always  been  a  mother  to  thee." 

Jenkin's  Engjish  good-nature  coilld  not  resist  thif 
forcible  appeal :  he  took,  up  the  other  glass,  and  lov- 
ingly pledged  the  dame  in  her  cup  of  reconciliation, 
and  proceeded  to  make  a  kind  of  grumbling  apology 
for  his  own  violence— 

"For  you  know,"  he  said,  "it  was  you  persuadod 
nie  to  get  these  fine  things,  and  go  to  that  godless  or^ 
dinary,  and  rufiSe  it  with  the  besjt,  and  bring  you  home 
ail  the  news ;  and  you  said,  I,  that  was  the  cock  of 
the  ward,  would  soon  be  the  cock  of  the  ordinary, 
and  would  win  ten  times  as  much  at  gleek  and  j}n- 
mero,  as  I  used  to  do  at  put  and  beggar-my- neigh- 
bour—and  turn  up  doublets  with  the  dice,  as  busily 
as  I>was  wont  to  trowl  down  the  ninenins  in  the 
skittle-ground— and  then  yoti  said  I  should  bring  you 
such  news  out  of  the  ordinary  as  should  make  us  all» 
when  used  as  you  knew  ^ow  to  use  it— and  now  you 
see  what  is  to  come  of  it  all  I" 

"  *Tis  all  true  thou  sayest,  laA"  said  the  dame ; 

but  thoti  must  have  patience.  Rome  was  not  built 
in  a  day— you  cannot  become  used  to  your  court-suit 
in  a  month's  time,  any  more  than  when  you  chan- 
ged your  long  coat  for  a  doublet  and  ho8#;  and  in 
gaming  you  must  expect  to  lose  as  well  as  jiain— *tie 
the  sitting  gamester  that  sweeps  the  board.*' 

The  hoard  has  swept  me,  I  know,"  replied  Jin 

»A  opMMi  oftrhnqphftl  prooesrfon  in  hoooor  of  AmM«  m- 
prenMflv.  when  it  ro«  to  moh  a  heiaht  w  Co  attract  the  itteo- 
tioo  of  the  neifhbonrhood.  It  i«  deecritied  at  fuU  length  ia 
Hedibrae,  (Part  IL  Canto  JI)  Ae  the  procenion  paned  on,  thoee 
who  Attended  it  m  on  offlcial  capacity  were  wont  to  sweep  the 
threshold  of  the  home*  in  which  Pame  afllnDed  the  miatreviea 
toexorcivepniwnottntautlHKitf,  which  ^w  given  and  reeeivo^ 
as  a  hint  that  their  inmatei  mif  hLjn  their  turn.  iMmade  ihenih* 
The  SkMiir " 


jeet  of  a  similar  oTation. 


imington,  which  in  i 


d'^rrec  nwerebled  the  proeeedingiorMumbo  Jumbo  in  an  AfHcaa 
village,  ha<  been  long  diseontinued  in  England,  appareattf  tw- 
cau«efenml€  rule  ha*  boeome  either  milder  or  leaaikewMit  tbtm 
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Vin,  *  tnd  tha^pretty  clean  out.— I  would  thM  were 
the  worst ;  but  i  owe  for  all  this  finery,  and  jsettlinK- 
day  18  coming  on^  and  my  master  wiU  find  my  ac- 
count worse  than  it  should  be  bya  score  of  pieces.— 
Hy  old  father  will  be  called  in  to  make  them  good ; 
and  I— may  save  the  han^nnan  a  labour  and  do  the 
job  mysejf,  or  go  the  Virginia  voyage." 

"  Do  not  sp^  so  lou^  my  dear  boy,"  said  Dame 
Ureley;  "but  tell  me  why  you  borrow  not  from,  a 
friend  to  make  up  your  arrear.  You  could  lend  him 
as  much  when  his  settling  day  came  round." 

*'  N0|  no— I  have  had  enough  of  that  work,"  said 
Vincent  "  Tunstall  would  lend  me  the  money,  poor 
iiellow,  an  he  had  «t;  but  his  gentle,  beggarly  kindred, 
plunder  him  of  all,  and  keep  nim  as  bare  as  a  birch 
at  Christmas.  No— my  fortune  may  be  spelt  in  four 
letters,  and  these  read,  ruin." 

**  Now  hush,  you  simple  craven,"  said  the  dame  i 
*'did  you  never  hear,  that  when  the  need  is  highest 
the  help  is  nighest  7  We  may  find  aid  for  you  yet,  and 
sooner  than  you  are  aware  o£  I  am  sura  I  would 
Bever  have  advised  vou  to  such  a  course,  but  only 
you  had  set  heart  ana  eye  on  pretty  Mistress  Mai^t, 
and  less  would  not  serve  you— and  what  could  I  do 
but  advise  you  to  cast  your  dty-slough,  and  try  your 
luck  when  folks  find  fortune  V* 

**  Ay,  ay— I  remember  your  counsel  well,"  said  Jen- 
kin  ;  ^  I  was  to  be  introduced  to  her  by  you  when  I 
was  perfect  in  my  gallantries,  and  as  rich  as  the  Ipng ; 
and  then  she  was  to  be  surprised  to  find  I  was  poor 
Jin  Vin,  that  used  to  watch,  fipom  matin  to  curfew, 
for  one  glanc^  of  her  eye :  and  now.  instead  of  that, 
•he  has  set  her  soul  on  this  Scottish  sparrow-hawk 
of  a  lord  that  won  my  lasv  tester,  and  be  cursed  to 
him;  and  so  I  am  bankrupt  in  Iqve^  fortune,  and 
character,  before  I  am  om  of  my  time,  and  all  along 
of  you,  Mother  Midnight."  } 

"Bo  not  call  me  out  of  my  own  name,  my  dear  boy, 
Jin  Vin,"  answered  Ursula,  in  a  tone  betwixt  rage 
and  coaxing,— "do  not^  because  I  am  no  saint,  but 
a  poor  sinful  woman,  with  no  more  patience  than  she 
needs,  to  carry  her  through  a  thousand  crosses.  And 
if  I  have  done  you  wrong  by  evil  counsel,  I  must  mend 
it,  and  nut  you  right  by  good  advice.  And  for  the 
score  or  pieces  that  must  be  made  up  at  settling-day, 
why,  here  is,  in  a  good  green  purse,,  as  much  as  will 
make  that  matter  good ;  and  we  will  get  old  Cross- 
patch,  the  tailor,  to  take  a  long  day  for  your  clo;hes ; 
and" 

*^  Mother,  are  you  serious?"  saki  Jin  Vm,  unable  to 
trust  either  nis  eyes  or  his  ears. 

**In  troth  am  1"  said  the  dame :  "  and  will  you  call 
me  Mother  Midnight  now,  Jin  Vin  1" 

"  Mother  Mklnight  V  exclaimed  Jenkin,  huggina 
the  dame  in  his  transport,  and  bestowing  on  her  still 
cpmely  cheek  a  hearty  and  not  unacceptable  smack, 
that  sounded  like  the  report  of  a  pistol,—"  Mother 
Midday,  rather,  that  has  risen  to  light  me  out  of  my 
irouble^r-a  mother  more  dear  than  she  who  bore  me ; 
for  8h&  poor  soul,  only  brought  me  into  a  world  of 
«n  and  sorrow,  and  your  timely  aid  has  helped  me 
oat  of  the  one  and  the  other."  ^  And  the  good-natured 
follow  threw  himself  back  in  his  chair,  and  fairly  drew 
his  hand  across  his  eyes. 

**  Vou  would  not  nave  me  be  made  to  ride  the 
Skonmington  then,"  saki  the  dame ;  "  or  parsde  me  in 
»  cart,  with  all  the  brass  basins  of  the  ward  beating 
ifae  march  to  Bridewell  before  me  7" 

**I  would  sooner  be  carted  to  Tytnini  myself** 
teplied  the  nenitent 

^'  Why,  then,  sit  up  like  a  man,  and  wipe  thine  eyess 
•lid,  if  thou  art  pleased  with  what  I  have  done,  I  will 
•how  thee  how  thou  maysr  requite  me  in  the  mgheet 


^How7"  said  Jenkin  Vmoent,  attiL 

in  his  chair- — "You  would  have  me^  tl 

•ome  service  for  this  friendship  of  youra  T 

**'Ay,  marry  would  I,"  saki  Dame  Ursley ;  **  for  you 
are  to  know,  thst  though  I  am  right  f{iad  to  stead  you 
with  it^  this  gold  is  not  mine,  but  was  placed  in  my 
hands  m  order  to  find  a  trusty  agent  for  a  certain  pur- 
pose ;  and  so But  wKat's  the  matter  with  you  7— 

are  yuu  fool  enough  to  be  angnr  beciause  you  cannot 
flDt  apurse  of  goU  for  nothing?  I  wouldl  kiiew  where 


such  were  to  come  by.    I  never  could  find  them  ]j* 
ing  m  my  road,  I  prot^ise  you." 

No.  no.  dame,^'  said  poor  Jenkin,  **  it  is  not  ibr 
that ;  for,  look  you,  I  would  rather  work  these  ten 
bones  to  the  knuckles,  and  live  by  my  labour;  bat" 
land  here  he  paused.) 

"  But  what,  man  7"  said  Dame  Ursley.  "T<m  m 
willing  to  work  for  what  you  want :  and  yet,  wiwnl 
ofier  yov  gold  for  the  winning,  you  look  on  me  ai  (be 
devil  looks  Over  Lincoln." 

"  It  is  ill  talking  of  the  devil,  mother"  said  Jenkin. 
"  I  had  him  even  now  in  my  head— for,  look  you,  I 
am  at  that  pass,  when  they  say  he  will  ippcir 
to  wretched  ruined  creatures,  and  proffer  them  ooU 
for  the  fee-simple  of  their  salvatbn.  But  I  have  ban 
bying  these  two  days  to  bring  my^  mind  stroofeljriy 
to  the  thought,  that  T  will  rather  at  down  in  aoami^ 
and  sin,  and  sorrow,  as  I  am  like  to  do,  than  hoUoo 
in  ill  courses  to  get  rid  of  my  present  straits;  alid« 
take  care,  Dame  Ursula,  how  you  tempt  me  to  bneak 
such  a  good  resolution." 

"  I  tempt  you  to  nothing,  young  man,"  anifoed 
Ursula  i  '*  and,  as  I  perceive  you  are  too  wilfid  ti 
be  wise,  I  will  e'en  put  my  purse  in  my  pocket,  wk 
look  out  for  some  one  that  will  work  my  turn  wik 
better  will,  and  more  thankfiilnesa.  And  yon  Dif 
so  your  own  course,— break  your  indenture,  ruin  yov 
father,  fose  your  character,  and  bid  pretty  MisMi 
Margaret  farewell,  for  ever  and  a  day.'' 

**  Stay,  stay,"  said  Jenkm ;  "  the  woman  is  in  « 
great  a  hurry  as  a  brown  baker  when  his  oven  ii 
over-heated.  Firet,  let  me  hear  that  which  you  hn 
to  propose  to  me." 

"  why,  after  all,  it  is  but  to  get  a  gentleman  i 
rank  and  fortune,  who  is  in  trouble^  carried  in  seen! 
down  the  river,  as  far  as  the  Isle  of  Dogs,  or  son^ 
where  thereabout,  where  he  may  lie  concealed  votil 
he  can  escape  abroad.  I  know  thou  knoweet  ereif 
place  by  the  river's  side,  as  well  as  the  devil  knows  i 
usurer,  or  the  beggar  knows  his  dish." 

"  A  plague  of  your  similies,  dame,"  replied  tbe  sp- 

E'cc ;  far  the  devil  gave  me  that  knowledge,  ana 
ry  may  be  the  end  on't.— But  what  bat  *hii 
^man  done,  thtft  he  should  need  to  be  under 
hiding  7  No  Papist,  I  hope— no  Catesby  and  Pieier 
business— no  Gunpowder  Plot  7" 

"  Fy,  fy !— what  do  you  uke  me  for  7"  said  Dsmi 
Ursula.  ^*  I  am  as  good  a  churchworoan  as  lot 
parson's  wife,  save  that  necessary  business  wiu 
not  allow  me  to  go  there  oftener  than  on  Christmai' 
day.  Heaven  help  mo !— No.  no— this  is  no  Popi« 
matter.  The  gentleman  hath  but  struck  afiotkerii 
the  Park" 

"  Ha !  what  7"  said  Vincent,  interrupting  her  with 
asurt. 

"  Ay,  ay,  I  see  you  guess  whom  I  mean.  It  a 
even  he  we  have  opoken  of  so  often— Just  Lord  Glca- 
varloch,  and  no  one  else." 

Vincent  sprung  from  his  seat,  and  trevened  tbs 
room  with  rapul  and  disorderly  steps. 

"  There,  there  it  is  now— you  are  always  loe  or 
gunpowder.  You  sit  in  the  great  leathern  arin-chaBi 
as  quiet  as  a  rocket  hangs  upon  the  frame  in  a  n- 
joicing-night  till  the  match  be  fired,  and  then.  wus. 
you  are  in  the  third  heaven,  beyona  tbe  reach  ofJM 
human  voice,  eye.  or  brain.— When  you  have  weaiiM 
yourself  with  padding  to  and  fro  across  the  ioob* 
wilt  yon  tell  me  yourdeterminatbn,  for  time  piesHil 
Will  you  aid  me  m  this  matter^  or  not  7" 

"  No— no— no— a  thousand  iimes  no»"  wPuedJ* 
kin.  "  Have  you  not  confessed  to  me^  thatMaigsP 
loves  him  7"  .     . 

"  Ay/'  answered  the  dame,  '*that  she  thinks  «m 
does :  but  that  will  not  last  long."  ^     ,^ 

"  And  have  I  not  told  you  but  this  instant,"  ra>g; 
Jenkin,  "  that  it  was  this  same  Olenvarlodi  thsj 
rooked  me,  at  the  ordinary,  of  every  penny  I  had,  a» 
made  a  knave  of  me  to  boot,  by  gaining-  rooiiHl!? 
was  my  own  7—0  that  cursedfgold,  which  Snort- 
yard,  the  mercer,  paid  me  that  morning  on  wjottnts 
for  mending  the  clock  of  Saint  Stephen's !  If  I WJ 
not,  by  ill  chance,  had  that  abouJ  me,  I  cooW  w« 
have  beggared  my  purse,  without  blemishuja  W^ 
nesty ;  and,  afier  I  had  been  rooked  of  all  toe  n** 
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imonest  tbem^I  must  needs  lisk  the  last  five  pieces 
with  that  sharK  among  the  minnows !" 

'*  Granted,"  said  Dame  Ursula*  **  All  this  I  know  i 
and  I  own,  that  as  Lord  Glenvarloch  was  the  last 
f  ou  played  with,  you  have  a  ri^ht  to  charge  yoor  ruin 
<m  ms  bead.  Moreover,  I  admit,  as  alieaay  said,  that 
Marf^aret  has  made  him  your  rival.  Yet  sorely,  now 
he  is  in  danger  to  lose  his  faaad^  it  is  not  a  time  to  re- 
member all  this  T 

"  By  m  V  faith,  but  it  is,  thoufl^**  said  the  young 
otoen.  "Lose  his  handJindeedl  They  may  take 
his  head,  for  what  I  care.  Heed  and  hand  hove  made 
me  a  miserable  wretch  !*' 

"  Now,  were  it  not  better,  my  prince  of  flat-caps," 
nid  Dame  Ursula.  "  that  matters  were  squared  be- 
tween von ;  and  that,  through  means  of  the  same 
Scottish  lord,  who  has,  as  you  say,  deprived  you  of 
^pur  money  and  your  mistress,  yon  should  m  a  short 
imw  recover  both  1" 

**  And  how  can  your  wisdom  come  to  that  eoncla- 
ioTL  darnel"  said  the  apprentice.  "  Mv  money,  m- 
deed,  I  can  conceivo*-tnat  is,  if  I  comply  with  your 
proposal ;  but— my  pretty  Margaretl--how  serving 
this  lord,  whom  she  has  set  her  nonsensical  head 
upon,  can  do  me  good  with  her,  is  fhr  beyond  my 
ooQoeption.'' 

"That  is  becanse,  in  simple  phrase,"  said  Dame 
Umla,  "thou  knowest  no  more  of  a  woman's  heart 
man  dodi  a  Norfolk  gosling.  Look  you,  man.  Were 
I  to  report  to  Mistress  Marget  that  the  young  lord  has 
mncarried  through  thy  lack  of  courtesy  m  refusing  to 
odp  him,  why,  then,  thou  wert  odious  to  her  for 
ever.    She  will  loathe  thee  as  she  will  Idhthe  the 
vn  cook  who  is  to  strike -off  Glenvarloch's  hand 
^  his  cleaver— and  then  she  will  be  yet  more 
iual  in  her  affections  towards  this  lord.    London 
m  hear  of  nothing  but  him— speak  of  nothing  bht 
.  om—think  of  nothmg  but  hun,  for  three  weeks  at 
Met,  and  all  that  outcry  will  serve  to  keep  him  up- 
permost in  her  mind ;  for  nothing  pleases  a  girl  so 
much  as  to  bear  relation  to  any  one  who  is  the  talk 
of  the  whole  world  around  her.    Then,  if  he  sufTer 
this  sentence  of  the  law,  it  is  a  chance  if  die  ever  for- 

Sets  him.  I  saw  that  handsome,  proper  young  gen- 
eman,  Babington,  sufler  in  the  Queen's  time  my- 
self, and  though  I  was  then  but  a  nrl,  he  was  in  mv 
head  for  a  year  alter  he  was  hanged.  But,  above  all, 
pardoned  or  punished,  Glenvarloch  wOl  probably  re- 
main in  Lonobn,  and  his  presence  will  keep  up  the 
•illy  girl's  nonsensical  fancy  about  him.  Whereas, 
if  he  escapes" 

**Ay,  show  me  how  that  is  to  avail  meT"  said 
Jenkin. 

^  If  he  escapes,"  said  the  dame,  resuming  her  argu- 
ment, **  he  must  resifi;n  the  Court  for  years,  if  notibr 
life;  and  you  know  the  old  saying;  *  out  of  sigbt,  and 
out  of  mind.* " 

**  TVue— most  tnie^"  said  Jenkin ;  '*  spoken  like  an 
oracle,  most^wise  Ursula." 

Mid 
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nod ;  "  I  bave  heard  the  dice  rattle  there  m  my  day, 
before  Lmust  set  up  for  gentleman,  and  go  among 
the  gallants  at  the  Shavaleer  Bojo's,  as  they  caU 
him;— 4he  worse  rookery  of  the  two,  though  the  fea- 
thers are  the  gayest." 

"  And  they  unll  have  a  rei|>ect  for  thee  yonder,  I 
warrant?" 

**  Ay,  ay,"  replied  Yin,  **  when  I  am  got  into  my 
fustian  doublet  again,  with  my  bit  of  a  tninion  un- 
der n^  arm,  I  can  walk  Alsatia  at  midnight  as  I 
oouki  do  that  there  Fleet  street  in  midday— they  will 


Ay,  ax«  T  knew  von  would  hear  reason  at  last," 

the  wily  dame ;  ^'  and  then,  when  this  same  lord 

tf  off  and  away  for  onto  and  for  ever,  who,  I  pray 
fooy  is  to  be  pretty  pet*  8  confidential  person,  and  who 
u  to  fill  up  tne  void  in  her  af^tions?— why,  who  but 
thou,  thou  pearl  of*prentices!  And  then  you  will 
have  overcome  your  own  inclinations  to  comply  with 
hers,  and  every  woman  is  sensible  of  that— and  yon 
will  have  run  some  risk,  \oo^  in  car/ying  her  desues 
into  efrect--and  what  is  it  that  woman  likes  better 
than  bravery,  and  devotion  to  her  wilH  Then  yon 
have  her  secret,  and  she  must  treat  you  with  favour 
and  observance,  and  repose  confidence  hi  you,  and 
hold  private  intercourse  with  you,  till  she  weeps  with 
one  eye  for  the  absent  lover  whom  she  is  never  to 
•sa  agaiot  and  blinks  with  the  other  blithely  upon 
him  who  is  in  presence  y  and  then  if  you  know  not 
how  to  improve  the  relation  m  which  yon  stand  with, 
her,  you  are  not  the  brisk  lively  lad  that  aU'the  world 
takes  you  for-Said  I  well  1" 

**  Vou  have  spoken  like  an  empress^  most  mL 
ymla,"  said  Jenkin  Vincent  {  "  and  your  will  si 
be  obeyed." 

**  Vou  know  Alsatia  well  T'  continued  his  tutoress. 

**  Well  enough,  well  enough,"  replied  he^  with  a 


not  one  of  them  swagger  with  the  prince  of  'prenticea^ 
and  the  king  of  dubs—they  know  I  could  bnng  every 
tall  boy  in  the  ward  down  upon  them." 
**  And  you  know  all  the  watermen,  and  so  forthT\ 
"  Can  converse  with  evoy  sculler  in  his  own  'lan- 
guage, from  Richmond  to  Grravesend,  and  know  all 
the  water-QOcks,  ftam  John  Taylor  the  Poet  to  little 
Grigg  the  Grinner,  who  never  pulls  but  he  shows  all 
his  teeth  ftom  ear  to  ear,  as  if  he  were  grimacing 
throqgh  a  horse-collar." 

**  And  yott  can  take  any  dress  or  character  upon 
you  welL  such  as  a  waterman's,  a  butcher's,  a  fool* 
sokher's,^*  continued  Ursula,  "or  the  likeT* 

^^  Not  such  a  mummer  as  I  am  within  the  walkk 
and  thou  knowest  that  well  enough,  dame^"  replied 
the  apprentice.  "  I  can  touch  the  players  themselvea^ 
at  the  Ball  and  at  the  Fortune,  for  presenting  any 
thing  eiBcept  a  gentleman.  Take  but  this  d-€  skhi 
of  frippery  off  me.  which  I  think  the  devil  stuck  me 
into,  and  you  shall  put  me  into  nothing  else  that  1 
will  not  become  as  ir  I  were  bom  to  it." 

"Well,  we  will  talk  of  your  transmutation  bv  and 
by,"  said  the  dame^  '*  and  find  you  clothes  withkl,  and 
money  besides ;  for  it  will  take  a  good  deal  to  carry 
the  thmgJiandsomely  through." 

"  But  where  is  that  money  to  come  from,  dameT 
said  Jenkin ;  "  there  is  a.  question  I  would  foin  have 
answered  before  I  touch  it" 

"Why,  whet  a  fool  art  thou  to  ask  such  a  question  1 
Suppose  I  am  content  to  advance  it  to  please  young 
madam,  what  is  the  harm  then  7" 

"  I  will  suppose  no  such  thing,"  said  Jenkin  hasiQy  i 
**I  know  that  you,  dame^  have  no  oold  to  spare,  and 
maybe  would  not  spare  it  if  you  had— so  that  cock 
will  not  crow.  It  must  be  iix>m  Margaret  hersel£*' 
"  Well,  thou  suspicknis  animal,  and  what  if  it  were  7" 
saki  Ursula. 

"Only  this,"  replied  Jenkm, "  thai  I  wiU  prasently 
to  her,  and  lesm  if  she  has  come  niriy  by  so  mucn 
ready  money  ;  for  sooner  than  connive  at  her  getting 
it  by  any  indneotion,  1  wodd  hang  myself  at  ono& 
It  ig  enough  what  I  have  done  myselfl  no  need  to  en- 
gage poor  Margaret  in  jnich  villany— I'll  to  her,  and 
tell  her  of  the  dangei^— I  will,  by  Heaven!" 

"  You  are  mad  to  think  of  it,"  saki  Dame  Suddle* 
chop,  oonsiderabty  alarmed— "hear  me  but  a  moment 
I  know  not  prectselv  from  whom  she  got  the  money: 
but  mm  I  am  that  she  obtained  it  at  her  godfather'sL" 
"  Why.  Msster  George  Heriol  is  not  returned  from 
France/*  said  Jenkin. 

"  No  "  replied  Ursula,  **  but  damo  Jndidi  is  at  homo 
—and  tne  strange  lady,  whom  tfaev  call  Bfaster  Heri* 
ot's  ghost— she  never  goes  abrooo." 

"  It  is  very  true^  Dame  Suddlechop,"  saki  Jenkin  i 
"and  I  believe  you  haveoieesed  right— they  ear  that 
lady  has  com  at  will  i  andn  Margaret  can  get  a  hand- 
fill  of  fairy-gold,  why,  she  is  fbse  to  throw  it  away  at 
will." 

"Ah,  Jin  Vin^" said  the  dame,  redaeing  her  voice 
almost  to  a  whisper,  "we  should  not  want  gold  at 
will  neither,  could  we  but  read  the  liddleof  that  lady  f ' 
"They  may  read  it  that  list,"  saki  Jenkin,  "^VVi 
never  pry  mto  what  qoneems  me  nol^Master  George 
Heriot  is  a  worthy  and  brave  dtiien,  and  an  honour 
to  London,  and  has  a  lis^t  to  manage  his  own  house- 
hold as  he  fikes  best— There  ivas  once  a  talk  of  rab- 
bling him  the  fifth  of  November  before  the  last,  be- 
cause they  saki  he  kept  a  nunnery  in  his  housa  liko 
old  Lady  Foljambe ;  but  Master  George  is  well  lovcfl 
among  the  'prenticee,  and  we  got  so  many  brisk  brrt  a 
of  us  together,  as  should  have  rabbled  the  rabble^  #  ad 
thev  had  but  the  heart  to  rise." 
"'Well,  let  that  pass,"  sakt  Urra«a  s    and  nrr  teU 
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me  how  yoa  win  msnage  to  be  absent  ftom  shop  a 
day  or  two,  for  you  must  think  that  this  matter  wiU 
not  be  ended  sooner." 

*^  Why,  as  to  that,  I  can  say  nothing"  said  Jenkin, 
"I  have  always  served  duly  and  tnuy;  I  have  no 
keart  to  play  fruanti  and  cheat  my  master,  of  hia  time 
as  well  as  his  money.'* 

'*  Nay,  but  the  point  is  to  get  back  hia  money  for 
him,"  saikl.UrBulav**  which  he  ia  not  likely  to  see  on 
ether  conditions.  Could  you  not  ask  leave  to  go^own 
to  your  unclein  Essex  for  two  or  three  days  1  He  may 
be  lUi  you  know." 

"why,  if  I  nmst,  I  must,*'  said  Jenkin,  with  a  heavy 
sigh ;  **  but  I  will  not  be  lightly  caught  troading  these 
dark  and  crooked  paths  again." 

"  Hush  thee,  then,"  said  the  dame^  "  and  gst  leave 
Ibr  this  very  evening!  and  come  back  hithei^  and  I 
will  mtroduce  you  to  another  implement,  who  must 
be  employed  in  the  matter.*— Stay,  stay  1— the  lad  is 
toaxed-^you  would  not  go  intojrour  master's  shop  in 
that  guise,  surely  7  Your  tnmkis  in  the  matted  cham- 
ber with  your  'preotwe  tinnga-^go  and  put  them  on 
asfkstaeyoucan." 

**  I  think  I  am  bewitched,"  said  Jenkin,  giving  a 
ifanee  towards  his  dress,  "or  that  these foors  trap- 

Ehave  made  as  great  an  ass  of  me  as  of  many  I 
seen  wear  them ;  but  let  me  once  be  nd  of  the 
iss,  and  if  yeu  catch  me  putting  it  on  again,  I 
wili  give  you  leave  to  sell  me  to  a  gip«y«  to  carry  pots, 
pansi  and  begsai^s  bantUngs,  all  the  rest  of  my  life.'? 
^  So  sayinft  he  retired  to  change  his  appareL 
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Chano0  will  not  do  thewarfc— Chanoa  MMtothttonn } 
'    fimirilMpUotsliniboratUMhebn. 

Tho  very  wind  that  wafia  vm  towanbt  ttw  port 

May  darii  «■  on  tha  ilMlTaa.~Th«  ataanaan's  part  la 

Tifilaaoa, 
Blow  il  or  TOttHi  or  ■aooCh.^CM  Hsy. 

Ws  left  Nigel,  whose  ibrtmiea  we  are  bound  to  trace 
by  the  engagement  contracted  in  our  title-page,  sad 
and  solitary  in  the  mansion  of  Trapbois  the  usurer, 
having  Hist  receiTed  a  letter  instead  of  a  visit  f^om  his 
fHend  the  Templar,  stating  ressona  why  he  could  not 
at  that  time  oome  ta  see  mm  in  Als^tia.  So  that  it 
appeared  his  interoourse  with  the  better  and  more  re- 
Electable  class  of  society,  was.  for  the  present,  entirely 
cut  olT.  This  was  a  melaiicfaoly,  and,  to  a  proud  mind 
like  that  of  Nisei,  a  degrading  reflection. 

He  went  to  the  window  of  his  apartment,  and  found 
the  street  enveloped  in  one  of  those  thick,  dingy,  yel- 
lOw-coloared  fbf^  which  often  mvest  the  lower  pan 
of  London  and  Westminster.  Amid  the  darkness, 
dense  and  palpable,  were  seen  to  wander  like  nhan- 
toros  a  reveller  or  two,  whom  the  morning  had  snr- 
piised  where  the  evening  left  themr  and  who  now, 
with  tottering  steps,  and  by  an  instinct  which  intozi" 
catkm  could  not  wholly  overcome,  were  groQJng  the 
•way  to  their  own  homes,  to  convert  day  into  lugfat, 
for  the  purpose  of  sleeping  off  the  debauch  which  had 
turned  night  into  day.  although  it  was  broad  day  in 
the  other  pam  of  w  city,  it  was  scarce  dawn  yet  in 
Alsatia ;  and  none  of  the  sounds  of  industry  or  oocu- 
pstion  were  them  heard,  which  had  long  before  arou- 
sed the  slumberen  in  every  other  quarter.  The  pros- 
pect was  too  tiresome  and  disagreeable  to  detain  Ixtid 
Glenvarloch  at  his  station^  so,  turning  fiom  the  win- 
dow, he  examined  with  nv>re  mterest  the  furniture 
sad  apDearsnoe  of  the  Sfm^ent  which  he  tenanted. 

Much  of  it  had  been  m  ita  thne  rich  and  curious— 
there  was  a  huge  four-nost  bed,  with  as  much  carved 
oak  about  it  as  would  have  made  the  head  of  a  man- 
of'war,  and  tipestry  hangings  ami^  eno^i^  to  have 
hesnhersans.  Tliere  was  a  huge  minor  with  a  massy 
frame  of  gilt  brass'woik,  whkm  was  of  Venetiaa  ma- 
anfacture^  and  muat  have  been  worth  a  considerable 
sum  before  u  reoehred  the  tremendous  cnck,  which, 
tnvening  it  from  one  oomer  to  the  other,  bota  the 
aame  proportion  to  the  surface  that  the  Nile  beare  to 
the  map  of  Egypt.  The  chain  were  of  different  forms 
and  shapes,  some  had  been  carved,  some  gilded,  some 
covered  with  damasked  leather,  some  with  embroi- 
teed  woik,  but  all  were  damaged  and  worm-eaten. 


There  was  a  picture  of  Susanna  and  the  Elden  over 
the  chimney-piece,  which  might  have  men  aoconnted 
a  choioe  piece,,  had  not  the  rats  made  free  with  the 
chaste  fsir  one's  nose,  and  with  the  beaid  of  one  of 
her  reverend  admirera. 

In  a  word,  all  that  Lord.  GHenvarloch  saw,  temd 
to  have  heea  articles  earned  off  by  appraisement  at 
distress,  or  bought  as  pennyworths  at  someobecon 
broker's,  and  huddled  together  in  the  apartment^  is 
in  a  sale-room,  without  regard  to  tane  or  cooenitr. 

Ihe  place  appeared  to  Nigel  to  resemble  the  Eoum 
near  theses-coast,  which  are  too  often  fumished  ivilh 
the  spoils  of  wrecked  vessel^  as  this  was  probabh 
fitted  up.  with  the  relics  of  nuned  profligates.-"  Ir 
own  skiff  is  among  thii  breakers."  thought  Im 
Glenvarioch,  "  though  my  vrreck  will  add  htUe  to  lb 
profits  of  the  spoila." 

He  waa  chiesy  interested  m  the  state  of  the  gnif^ 
mblage  of  rasted  iron  bare  which  (tood  n 


the  chimney,  unequaUy  supported  bv  three  btuea 
feet,  moulded  mto  the  form  of  lion's  daws,  while  tbi 
Iburth.  which  had  been  bent  by  an  accident,  eeeiud 
proudly  uplifted  as  if  to  paw  the  ground ;  or  u  if  the 
whole  article  had  nourished  the  ambitious  purpose  of 
pacing  forth  into  the  middle  of  the  apartment,  aod 
had  one  foot  ready  raised  for  the  joumev.  A  mk 
passed  over  Nigel's  fece  as  this  fantastic  idea  preeeB^ 
ed  itself  to  his  fancy.—"  I  milst  stop  its  march,  how> 
ever,"  he  thought :  "  for  this  morning  is  chill  aiu  nw 
enough  to  demand  some  fir&" 

He  called  accordingly  from  the  top  of  a  larse  itfl^ 
case,  with  a  heavy  oaken  balustrade,  which  gavetf 
cess  to  his  own  and  other  apartmenta,  for  the  hoai 
was  old  and  of  considerable  size;  but,  recerringn 
answer  to  his  repeated  sununons,  he  was  conipdM 
to  go  in  search  of  some  one  who  might  acconunodiH 
him  with  what  he  wanted. 

Nigel  ha(^  according  to  the  fashion  of  the  old  woiu 
in  Scotland,  received  an  fducation  which  migfai,  m 
most  particulars,  be  termed  simple,  hardy,  ana  imoi> 
tentatious;  but  he  had,  ncvertheless,  been  accustomed 
to  much  personal  deference,  and  to  the  constant  at- 
tendance and  ministry  of  one  or  more  domesticL 
This  was  the  universal  custom  in  Scotland,  when 
wagea  were  next  to  nothing,  and  where,  indeed,  • 
man  of  title  or  innuence  might  have  as  manyattenl- 
ants  as  he  pleased,  for  the  mere  expense  of  food, 
clothes,  and  countenance.  Nigel  was  therefbre  nor-  , 
tified  and  displeased  when  he  round  himself  witbou 
notice  or  attendance ;  and  the  more  dissatisfiei  m- 
cause  he  was  at  the  same  time  angry  wnth  himself  m 
suffering  such  a  trifle  to  trouble  him  at  alL  amonfit 
matters  of  more  deep  concernment.  "There  nroij 
surely  be  some.servants  in  so  large  a  house  as  thifL 
said  he,  as  he  wandered  over  the  place,  through  whidi 
he  was  conducted  by  a  passage  which  branched  off 
firom  the  gallery.  Ashe  went  on,  he  tried  theentraneo 
to  several  apartmeiita,  some  of  which  he  found  was 
locked  and  othera  unfurnished,  all  apparently  naoc- 
cuiMed  $  so  that  at  length  he  returned  to  the  stainsas^ 
and  resolved  to  make  nis  way  down  to  the  loweiyrt 
of  the  house,  where  he  supposed  he  must  at  least  finn 
the  old  gentleman,  and  his  ni-favoured  daiighter.- 
Wiih  this  purpose  he  firet  made  his  entrance  into  a 
utile  low,  dark  parlour,  containing  a  well-worn  ws- 
them  easy  chair,  before  which  stood  a  pah-  of  tmn 
while  on  the  left  side  rested  a  crutch-handled  itan  I 
an  oaken  table  stood  before  it,  and  supported  a  bsa 
desk  clamped  with  iron,  and  a  massive  pewter  mk- 
stand.    Ap      '  *  '  '  '   "*" 

and  other  i 

sworimui  . ^ ,. ._  _    ^ 

the  chimney,  in  ostentatious  display,  as  if  to  mumaij 
that  the  proprietor  wouhl  be  prompt  in  the  defence  of 
hispremises.  ^  , 

"This  must  be  the  usurer's  den,"  thought Ntfl* 
and  he  was  about  to  call  aloud,  when  the  old  ntfft 
awakened  even  bvthe  slightest  noise,  for  avaiiee  sel- 
dom sleeps  sound,  soon  was  heard  from  the  auMi 
room,  speaking  in  a  voice  of  irritability,  rendered  not* 
tremulous  by  his  morning  cough.  . 

"  Ugh,  ugh,  ug:h^who  is  there  7  I  say— ugh,  ngn-* 
who  S  there  fwhy,  Martha  !-ugh,  ogh-Kwilw} 
Trapboiar-here  be  thieves  in  the  house  and  mer  «■" 
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not  speak  to  me—wn^,  Mardia !— thievesi  thievee— 

riigel  endeavoured  to  explain,  but  the  idea  of  thieves 
had  taken  poaseseion  of  the  old  man's  pineal  gland, 
and  be  kept  coughinic  and  screamingi  and  screaming' 
and  coughing,  until  the  gracious  Martha  entered  the 
apartment;  and,  having  nrst  outscreamedber father, 
In  order  to  convince  hun  that  there  was  no  danger, 
and  to  assure  him  that  the  intruder  was  their  new 
lodger,  and  having  as  often  lieard  her  sire  ejaculate 
— 'HElold  him  fast—ugh,  ugh— hold  him  fast  tHl  I 
oom&"  she  at  length  succeeded  in  silencing  his  fears 
and  his  clamour,  and  then  coldly  and  dryly  aaked 
Lord  Glenvarlocn  what  he  wanted  in  her  father's 
apartment 

Her  lodger  had,  in  the  meantime,  leisore  to  coniem^ 
plate  her  appearance^  which  did  not  by  any  means 
improve  the  idea  he  had  formed  of  it  by  candlelight 
*n  the  preceding  evening.  She  was  drused  in  what 
was  ouled  a  Qjieen  Mary's  ruff  and  farthingale ;  not 
the  fallmg  nm  with  which  the  unfortunate  Mary  of 
Scotland  is  usually  painted,  but  that  which,  with 
more  than  Spanish  stiffiiessi  surrounded  the  throat, 
and  set  off  the  morose  head,  of  her  fievce  namesake, 
of  SmithBeld  memorv.  This  antiquated  dress  assort- 
ed well  with  the  fadied  complexion^  gray  eyes,  thin 
Bps^  and  austere  visage  ot  the  antiquated  maiden, 
which  was,  moreover,  enhanced  by  a  black  hood, 
worn  as  her  head-gear,  carefully  disposed  so  as  to 
prevent  any  of  her  hair  from  escaping  to  view,  nroba- 
bly  because  the  simplicity  of  the  penod  knew  no  art 
at  disguising  the  colour  with  which  time  had  begun 
to  grizzle  her  tresses.  Her  figure  was  tall,  thin,  and 
fltt,  with  skiftny  arms  and  hands,  and  feet  of  the  lar- 
pt  siza  cased  in  huge  high-heeled  shoes,  which  add- 
m  height  to  a  stature  already  ungainly.  Apparently 
amne  art  had  been  used  by  the  tailor,  to  conceal  a 
tbght,de£Bct  of  shape,  occasioned  by  the  accidental 
elevation  of  one  shoulder  above  the  other;  but  the 
praisewordiv  eilbrts  of  the  ingenious  mechanic  had 
only  succeeded  in  calling  the  attention  of  the  obser- 
ver to  his  benevolent  purpose,  without  demonstrating 
that  he  had  been  able  to  achieve  it. 

Such  was  Mrs.  Martha  Trfq>boi8,  whose  dry  "  What 
were  you  sedung  here,  sir  V*  fell  again,  and  with  rei- 
terated sharpness,  on  the  ear  of  Ni|^  as  he  gazed 
upon  her  presence,  and  compared  it  mtemally  to  one 
^  the  faded  and  grim  fimires  in  .the  old  tapestry  which 
adorned  his  bedstead.  It  was,  however,  necessary  to 
reply,  and  he  answered^  that  he  came  in  search  of 
the  servants,  as  he  desired  to  have  a  fire  kindled  in 
his  apartment  on  account  of  the  rawness  of  the  morn- 
ing. 

^  11)6  woman  who  does  our  char-work,"  answered 
Mistress  Martha,  -*'  comes  at  eight  o'clock— if  you 
want  fire  sooner,  there  are  fagots  and  a  bucket  of 
sea-coal  in  the  stone-closet  at  the  head  of  the  stair— 
and  there  is  a  flint  and  steel  on  the  upper  shelf— you 
can  light  fire  for  yourself  if  jrou  will." 

"No— no— no.  Martha,"  ejaculated  hf r  father,  who, 
having  donned  his  rusty  tunic  with  his  hose  all  un- 
^t,  and  his  feet  slip-shod,  hastily  came  out  of  the 
inner  apartment^  with  his  mind  probably  full  of  rob- 
bers, for  he  had  a  naked  rapier  in  his  nand,  which 
still  looked  formidable,  though  rust  had  somewh&K 
marred  its  shine.— What  he  had  heard  at  entrance 
about  lighting  a  fire,  had  changed,  however,  the  cur- 
rent of  his  ideas.  "  No— no — no,''  he  cried,  and  each 
Derive  was  more  emphatic  than  its  predecessor— 

The  gentleman  shall  not  have  the  trouble  to  put 
on  a  iire-TUgh— ugh.  T\\  put  it  on  myseU  for  a  con- 
■-de-ra-ti-on.'* 

This  last  word  was  a  favourite  expression  with  the 
old  gentleman,  which  he  pronounced  in  a  peculiar 
'manner,  gating  it  out  syllable  by  syllable,  and  lay- 
ing a  strong  emphasis  upon  the  last.  It  was.  indeeid, 
a  sort  of  protecting  clause,  by  which  he  guarded  him- 
self against  all  inconveniences  attendant  on  the  rash 
habit  of  oflfbring  service  or  civility  of  any  kind,  the 
which,  when  hastily  snapped  at  by  those  to  whom 
they  are  uttered,  give  the  profierer  sometimes  room 
to  rmnt  his  promptitude. 

"For  shame,  father,"  said  Martha,  "that must  not 
K    Master  Qrahame  will  kindle  his  own  fire,  or  wait 


tiU  the  char-woman  cones  to  do  it  for  him,  just  ai 
likes  him  best." 

"  No,  child-no,  child.  Child  Martha,  no,"  reitera- 
ted  the  old  miser—"  no  char-woman  shall  ever  touch 
f  grate  in  my  house ;  they  put— ugh,  ugh— the  fagot 
uppermost  and  so  the  coal  kindles  not,  and  the  flama 
giies  np  the  chimney,  and  wood  and  heat  are  bodi 
ttrown  away.  Now^  I  will  lay,  it  property  for  tha 
gentMnian.  for  a  consideration,  so  that  it  shall  last-^ 
u^  Ufl^— last  the  whole  day."  Here  his  vehemano0 
increased  his  cough  so  violently,  that  Nigel  could  on- 
I V,  from  a  scattered  word  here  and  there,  comprehend 
that  it  was  a  recommendation  to  hia  daughter  to  i«- 
move  the  poker  and  tongs  from  the  stranger's  fire- 
8id&  with  an  assmnosi  that,  when  necessary,  hia 
landlord  would  be  in  attendance' to  adjust  it  himscdf^ 
"  for  a  consideratioiL." 

Martha  paid  as  little  attention  to  the  old  man's  in- 
junctions as  a  predominant  dame  gives  to  those  of  t 
henpecked  husband.  She  only  repeated,  in  a  deeper 
and  more  emphatic  tone  of  censure,— "For  shame^ 
&ther— for  shame  C*  then  turning  to  her  gtiest,  said, 
with  her  usual  ungracioasBess  otmanner,— " Masttf 
Grahame— it  is  best  to  be  plain  with  vou  at  first  My 
fiather  is  an  old,  a  very  oki  man,  and  his  wits,  as  yon 
may  see,  are  somewhat  weakened— though  I  would 
not  advise  yon  to  make  a  bargain  with  him,  else  yov 
may  find  them  too  sharp  for  your  own.  For  myself; 
I  am  a  lone  woman,  and,  to  say  truth,  care  little  to 
see  or  oonverse  with  any  one.  It  you  can  be  satisfied 
with  house-room,  shelter,  and  saietv,  it  will  be  jroot 
own  fault  if  you  have  them  not,  ana  they  are  not  al- 
ways to  be  found  in  this  unhappy  quarter.  But  if  yon 
seek  deferential  observance  and  attendance,  I  tell  you 
at  once  you  will  not  find  them  her&'* 

*'I  amn 
quaintance^ 

^u^vi  f      nc  _  ^. ,  _ , —  , — . — ^^- — _ 

a  domestic  to  assist  me  to  dress— Perhaps  you  can 
]  recommend  me  to  such  V* 

"  Yes^  to  twenty,"  answered  Mistress  Martha, 
"  who  wdl  pick  your  purse  while  they  tie  your  poiBts. 
and  cut  your  throat  while  ihey  smooth  your  pillow." 

"  I  will  be  his  servant  myself"  said  the  old  man, 
whose  intellect,  for  a  moment  distanced,  had  again, 
in,  sphne  measure^  got  up  with  the  conversation.  "  i 
will  brush  his  cloak— ugh.  ugh— and  tie  his  point»— 
ugh,  ugh— and  clean  his  shoes-^ugb— «nd  run  on  hia 
errands  with  spe^  and  safety-ngh,  ugh,  ugh,  ufl^ 
for  a  consideration." 

"  Good-morrow  to  you,  sir,"  said  Martha,  to  Nigel, 
in  a  tone  of  direct  and  positive  dismissaL  "  It  cannot 
be  agreeable  to  a  daughter  that  a  stranger  should 
hear  ner  father  speak  thus.  If  you  be  reauy  a  gentle- 
maiL  you  will  retire  to  your  own  apartment." 

"i  will  not  delay  a  moment,"  said  Nigel,  respect* 
fiilly.  for  he  was  sensible  that  circumstances  pallia- 
ted the  woman's  rudeness.    "  I  would  but  ask  you. 


tee  you  win  not  nna  mem  ner&" 
:  am  not  wont  either  to  thrust  myself  upon  ao- 
itance^  madam,  or  to  give  trouole,"  said  the 
t ;  "  nevertheless,  I  shall  need  the  assistanoe  of 


if  seriously  there  can  be  danger  in  pro<nmng  the  a 
ance  of  a  serving-man  in  tins  place  1" 

"Young  gentleman,"  said  Martha,  "you  must  know 
little  of  Whitefiiars  to  ask  the  question.  We  hve 
alone  in  this  house,  and  seldom  has  a  stranger  enter- 
ed it ;  nor  should  you,  to  be  plain,  had  my  will  been 
consulted.  Look  at  the  door— see  if  that  of  a  castle 
can  be  better  secured ;  the  windows  of  the  first  floor 
are  grated  on  the  outside,  and  within,  k>ok  to  these 
shutters." 

•  She  pulled  one  of  them  aside,  and  showBd  a  ponde- 
rous apparatus  of  bolts  and  chams  for  securing  the 
window-shutters,  while  her  fiithw,  pressmg  to  her 
side,  seized  her  gown  with  a  trembhnff  hand,  and  said, 
in  a  low  whisper, "  Show  not  the  tnck  of  locking  and 
undoing  them.  Show  him  not  the  trick  on't,  Martha 
—ugh,  ugh— on  7u^  consideration."  Martha  went  on, 
without  paying  him  any  attention. 

"And  yet,  young  gentleman,  we  have  been  mora 
than  once  like  to  find  all  these  defences  too  weak  to 
protect  our  lives ;  such  an  evil  eflfect  on  the  wicked 
generation  around  us  hath  been  made  by  the  unhap* 
py  r^wrt  of  my  poor  father's  wealth." 

"  Say  nothing  of  that,  housewife,"  said  the  miser, 
his  irritability  increased  by  the  very  supposition  o(hm 
being  wealthy—"  Say  nothing  of  that  or  I  will  baa 
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thee,  housewife— beat  thee  with  my  staff  for  fetching 
and  carrying  hes  that  will  procure  our  throats  to  be 
cut  at  last-^ui^  ugh.— I  am  but  a  poor  man,"  he 
continued,  turning  to  Nigel—"  a  very  poor  man,  that 
am  willing  to  do  any  honest  turn  upon  earth,  for  f 
modest  consideration." 

"  I  therefore  warn  you  of  the  Ufe  tou  must  lead, 
young  gentleman/',  said  Martha ;  **  the  poor  woman 
vho  does  the  char-work  will  assist  you  so  far  as  is  in 
her  power,  but  the  wise  man  is  his  own  best  servant 
and  assistant" 

"  It  is  a  lesson  you  have  taught  me.  madam^  and  I 
thank  you  for  it— I  will  assuredly  study  it  at  leisure." 

"You  will  do  well,"  said  Alartha;  "and  aa  you 
•eem  thankful  for  advice,  I,  though  I  am  no  professed 
counsellor  of  others,  will  give  you  more.  Make  no 
intimacy  with  any  one  in  Whitefriars— borrow  no 
monev,  on  any  soora  especially  from  my  father,  for, 
dotara  as  he  seems,  he  will  make  an  ass  of  vou.-^ 
Last,  and  best  of  all,  stay  here  not  an  instant  longer 
than  you  can  help  it.    Farewell,  sir." 

"  A  gnarled  tree  may  bear  good  fruit  and  a  harsh 
nature  may  give  good  counsel,"  thought  the  Lord  of 
Olenvarloch,  as  he  retreated  to  his  own  apartment 
where  the  same  reflection  occurred  to  him  again  and 
again,  while,  unable  as  yet  to  reooncUe  himself  to  the 
thoughts  of  oncoming  his  own  firemaken  he  walked 
up  and  down  his  bedroom,  to  warm  him  self  by  exercise. 

At  length  his  meditations  arranged  themselves  in 
the  following  soliloquy— bv  which  expression  I  beg 
leave  to  observe  once  for  all,  that  I  do  not  mean  that 
Nigel  literally  said  abud  with  his  bodily  organs,  the 
words  which  follow  in  inverted  commas,  (While 
pacing  the  room  by  himself,)  but  that  I  myseU  choose 
to  present  to  my  dearest  reader  the  picture  of  my 
hero's  mind^  his  reflections  and  r^s^olntidns,  in  the 
form  of  a  speech,  rather  .than  in  tAa*,of  a  narrative. 
In  other  words,  I  have  put  his  thoughts  into  lan- 
guage; and  this  I  conceive  to  be  the  purpose  of  the 
soliloquy  upon  the  stage  as  well  as  in  the  closet  being 
at  once  the  most  natural,  and  perhaps  the  only  way  of 
communicating  to  the  spectator  what  is  supposed  to 
be  passing  in  the  bosom  of  the  scenic  personage. 
Th^re  are  no  such  soliloouies  in  nature  it  is  true,  but 
unless  they  were  receivea  as  a  conventional  medium 
of  communication  betwixt  the  poet  and  the  audienoe, 
we  should  reduce  dramatic  authors  to  the  recipe  of 
Master  Puff,  who  makes  Lord  Burleigh  intimate  a 
long  train  of  political  reasoning  to  the  audience,  by 
one  comprehensive  shake  of  his  noddle.  In  narra- 
tive, no  doubt,  the  writer  has  the  alternative  of  telling 
that  his  personages  thought  so  and  so,  inferred  thus 
and  thus,  and  arrived  at  such  and  such  a  conclusion ; 
but  the  soliloquy  is  a  more  concise  and  spirited  mode 
f f  communicatmg  the  san^e  information ;  and  there- 
fore thus  communed,  or  thus  might  have  communed, 
the  Lord  of  Olenvarloch  with  his  own  mind. 

"  She  is  right  and  has  taught  me  a  lesson  I  will 
profit  by.  I  nave  been,  through  my  whole  life,  one 
who  leant  upon  others  for  that  assistance,  which  it  is 
more  truly  noble  to  derive  from  my  own  exertions.  I 
am  ashamed  of  feeling  the  paltry  inconvenience  which 
long  habit  had  led  me  to  annex  to  the  want  of  a  ser- 
vant's assistance— I  am  ashamed  of  that;  but  far,  far 
more  am  1  ashamed  to  have  suffered  thcsame  habit 
«f  throwing  my  own  burden  on  others^  to  render  me, 
.since  I  came  to  this  city,  a  mere  victim  of  those 
events,  which  I  have  never  even  attempted  to  influ- 
ence—a thing  never  acting,  but  perpetually  acted 
upon— prot^ted  by  one  friend,  deceived  by  another; 
bu'..ii  the  advantage  which  I  received  from  the  one, 
«nu  ^  the  evil  I  have  sustained  from  the  other,  as 
passive  and  helpless  as  a  boat  that  drifts  without  oar 
or  rudder  at  the^  mercy  of  the  winds  and  waves.  I 
became  a  courtier,  because  Heriot  so  a<lvised  it— a 
gamester,  because  Dalgarno  so  contrived  it--^on  Al- 
satian, because  Lowestoffe  so  willed  it  Whatever  of 
good  or  bad  has  befallen  me,  hath  arisen  out  of  the 
agency  of  others,  not  from  my  own.  Mv  father's 
■ca  must  no  longer  hold  this  facile  nnd  puerile  course. 
Live  or  die,  sink  or  swim,  Nigel  Ol'ifaunt  from  this 
moroem,  shall  owe  his  safely,  success,  and  honour, 
to  his  own  exertions,  or  shall  fall  with  the  credit  of 
having  at  least  exerted  his  own  free  agency.    I  will 


write  It  down  in  my  tablets,  in  her  very  words,— *'nis 
wise  man  is  his  own  best  assistant' " 

He  had  just  put  his  tablets  m  his  pocket  when  the 
old  char-woman,  who,  to  add  to  her  effici^ncy^  was 
sadly  crippled  by  rheumatism,  hobbled  into  therooo^ 
to  try  if  she  could  gain  a  small  gratification  by  wiit 
ing  on  the  stranger.  She  readuy  undertook  to  gst 
Lord  Olenvarloch' s  breakfast  and,  as  there  wu  a 
eating-house  at  the  next  door,  she  succeeded  in  t 
shorter  time  than  Nigel  had  augured. 

As  his  solitary  meal  inras  finished,  one  of  the  Tem- 
ple ^rtens,  or  inferior  officers,  was  announced  u 
seeking  Master  Orahame,  on  the  part  of  his  fneoi 
Master  Lowestoffe ;  and,  being  admitted  by  the  ou 
woman  to  his  apartment,  he  delivered  to  Nigel  i 


small  mail-trunk,  witli  the  clothes  he  had  deared 
should  be  sent  to  nim,  and  then,  with  more  mystat, 
put  into  his  hand  a  casket  or  strong-box,  which  n 


carefully  concealed  b^ieath  his  cloak.  "  I  am  glad  a 
be  rid  on't,"  said  the  fellow,  as  he  placed  it  oa(k 
table. 

!*  Whv,  it  is  surely  not  so  very  heavy.'*  sasmni 
Nigel,  *^and  you  are  a  stout  young  man." 

^Ay,  sir."  replied  the  fellow;  *'but  Sampson lni> 
self  woiild  not  have  carried  such  a  matter  nielr 
through  Alsatia.  had  the  lads  of  the  Huff  knowt 
what  it  was.  Please  to  look  into  it,  su*,  and  see  il 
is  right—I  am  an  honest  fellow,  and  it  comes  sa&oot 
of  my  hands.  How  long  it  may  remain  so  aAa^ 
wards,  will  depend  on  your  own  care.  I  would  otf 
my  good  name  were  to  suffer  by  any  afler-dap." 

To  satisfy  the  scruples  of  the  messenger,  Lon 
Olenvarloch  opened  the  casket  in  hi/u>reBence,  in 
saw  that  his  small  stock  of  money,  with  two  orthm 
valuable  papers  which  it  contained,  and  particularif 
the  original  sigil-manual  which  the  King  bad  gnnted 
in  his  favour,  were  in  the  same  order  in  which  he 
had  left  them.  At  the  man's  farther  instauce,  be 
availed  himself  of  the  writing  materials  which  vm 
in  the  casket  in  order  to  send  a  line  to  Master  Low-  i 
estoffe,  declaring  that  his  property  had  reached  hiu  I 
in  safety.  He  added  some  grateful  acknowledgmeots  , 
for  Lowestoffe's  services,  and.  just  as  he  was  sealios 
and  delivering  his  billet  to  the  messenger,  his  agra 
landlord  entered  the  apartment  His  threadbare  eat 
of  black  clothes  was  now  somewhat  better  arranpd 
than  they  had  been  in  the  dishabille  of  his  first  ap- 
pearance, and  his  nerves  and  intellects  seemed  to  be 
less  fluttered ;  for,  without  much  coughing  or  hesiii- 
tion,  he  invited  Nigel  topanake  of  a  morning  draiisj&t 
of  wholesome  single  ale,  which  he  brought  in  a  large 
leathern  tankard,  or  black-jack,  carried  in  the  one 
hand,  while  the  other  stirrea  it  round  with  a  spngol 
rosemary,  to  give  it,  as  the  old  man  said,  a  flavour. 

Ni»el  declined  the  courteous  proflfer,  and  intimated 
by  his  manner,  while  he  did  so,  that  he  desired  no  in 
mision  ou  the  privacy  of  his  own  apartment  j  which, 
indeed,  he  was  the  more  entitled  to  maintain,  con- 
sidering the  cold  reception  he  had  that  morning  met 
with  when  straying  from  its  precincts  into  ihoeeof 
his  landlord.  But  the  open  casket  contained  mattoj 
or  rather  metal,  so  attractive  to  old  Trapboia,  that  he 
remained  fixed,  like  a  set  ting-dog  at  a  dead  point,  hjj 
nose  advanced,  and  one  hand  expanded  like  the  liftw 
furepaw,  by  which  that  sagacious  quadruped  eoaj- 
times  indicates  that  it  is  a  nare  which  he  has  m  tlie 
wind.  Nigel  was  about  to  break  the  charm  wwcn 
had  thus  arreeted  old  Trapbois,  by  shutting  the  Woi 
the  casket  when  his  attention  was  withdrawn  frcm 
him  by  the  question  of  the  messwiger,  who,  holdirg? 
out  the  letter,  asked  M'hetherhe  was  to  leave  it  at  Mr. 
Lowestoffe's  chambers  in  the  Temple,  or  carry  it  lo 
the  Marshalsea  7 

"The  MarshnlscnT*  repeated  Lord  Glcnvarlocbj 
"  what  of  the  Marshalsea  7" 

"Why,  sir,"  said  the  man,  "  the  poor  gentleman » 
laid  up  there  in  lavender,  becnuae,  they  say,  Ins  own 
kind  heart  led  him  to  scald  his  fingers  with  anotmsT 
man's  broth." 

Nigel  hastily  snatched  back  the  letter,  broke  the 
seali  joined  to  the  contents  his  earnest  entreaty  that 
he  might  be  instantly  acquainted  with  the  cause oi 
his  contmemcnt  and  added,  that  if  it  arose  out  of  ms 
own  unhapoy  aflair,  it  would  be  of  brief  durauon, 
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■nee  he  had,  e-fsn  before  hearing  of  a  veaeon  which 
80  peremptorily  demanded  that  he  should  surreDder* 
himeelfl  adopted  the  resolution  to  do  so.  as  the  man- 
liest and  most  proper  course  which  his  ill  fortune  and 
imprudence  had  left  in  his  own  power.  He  therefore 
conjured  Mr.  Lowestoife  to  have  no  delicacv  upon  this 
score,  but,  since  his  surrender  was  what  he  had  de- 
termmed  upon  as  a  sacrifice  due  to  his  own  character^ 
that  he  would  have  the  frankness  to  mention  in  what 
manner  it  could  be  best  arranged,  so  as  to  extricate 
him,  LowestofTe,  from  the  restraint  to  which  the  wri- 
ter could  not  but  fear  his  friend  had  been  subjected, 
on  account  of  the  generous  interest  which  he  had  ta> 
ken  in  his  concerns.  The  letter  concluded,  that  the 
writer  would  suffer  twenty-four  hours  to  elapse  in  ex- 
pectation of  hearing  from  him,  and,  at  the  end  of 
tJiat  period,  was  determined  to  put  his  purpose  in  ex- 
ecution. He  delivered  the  billet  to  the  messenger,  and. 
enforcing  his  request  with  a  piece  of  money,  urged 
lum,  without  a  moment's  delay,  to  convey  it  to  the 
hands  of  Master  Lowestoffe. 

"  1— I-  -I— will  carry  it  to  him  m/seli;'*  said  the  old 
warer,  '*  for  half  the  consideration.*' 

Tlie  man  who  heard  this  attempt  to  take  his  duty 
and  penjuisites  over  his  head,  lost  no  time  in  pocket- 
ing the  money,  and  departed  on  his  errand  as  fast  as 
he  could. 

"  Master  Trapbois,"  said  NigeL  addressing  the  old 
man  somewhat  impatiently,  "had  you  any  particular 
eommands  for  mo  1 " 

"  I— I— came  to  see  if  you  rested  well,"-  answered 
the  old  man ;  "  and— if  I  could  do  any  thing  to  serve 
you,  on  any  consideration." 

"  Sir,  I  thank  you,"  said  Lord  Gflenvarloch— "  I 
think  you ;"  and,  ere  he  could  say  more,  a  heavy 
fiwistep  was  heard  on  the  stair. 

"  My  God !"  exclaimed  the  old  man,  startmg  up— 
*Why,  Dorothy— char- woman— why.  daughter,— 
draw  bolt,  I  say,  housewives— the  door  nath  been  left 
a-latch!" 

The  door  of  the  chamber  opened  wide,  and  m  strut- 
ted the  portly  bulk  of  the  military  hero  whom  Nu?el 
had  on  tne  preceding  ef  ening  in  vam  endeavoured  to 
recognise. 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 

BtMSh-Bnckter.  Bilboe'fl  the  word— 
PlerroL  It  hath  been  spoke  too  often, 
The  spell  hath  lost  its  ehann— I  tell  thee,  A-iond, 
—  '      -^ *^ It,  will  turn, 


The  meanest  c«r  that  trots  the  street,  v 

A  _  J 1  — :__.  — y  proflfer'd  Imstmi 

an  shall  do  it,  then— I  will  doaa 


And  unari^afainst  yoar  profferJd^bAStiiiado.  ^ 


SwaskBuelUer.    __ 
the  moncrels— 
Or,  in  plain  terms,  I'll  use  the  private  knife 
,  *8tead  of  the  brandiali'd  (Uehioa.— Ofif  Plaf. 

Tub  neble  Captain  Colepepper  or  Peppercull.  fpr 
he  was  known  by  both  these  names,  and  some  others 
besides,  had  a  martial  and-a  swashing  exterior;  which, 
on  the  present  occasion,  was  rendered  yet  more  pe- 
culiar, by  a  patch  covering  his  left  eye  and  a  part  of 
the  cheek.  The  sleeves  of  his  thickset  velvet  jer- 
kin were  polished  and  shone  with  grease,— his  buff 
gloves  had  huge  tops,  which  reached  almost 'to  the 
elbow;  his  sword-belt  oCthe  same  materials  extend- 
ed its  breadth  from  the  haunch-bone  to  his  small 
ribs,  and  supported  on  the  one  side  his  lar^^  black- 
hilted  back-sword,  on  the  other  a  dagger  of  like  pro- 
portions. He  paid  his  compliments  to  Nigel  with 
that  air  of  preaetermined  effrontery,  which  announ- 
ces that  it  will  not  be  repelled  by  any  colaness  of  re- 
ception, asked  Trapbois  how  he  did,  by  the  familiar 
ttle  of  old  Peter  Pillory,  and  then,  seizing  upon  the 
black-iack,  emptied  it  off  at  a  draught,  to  the  health 
of  the  last  and  youngest  freeman  of  Alsatia,  the  no- 
ble and  loving  Master  Nigel  Grahame. 

When  he  had  set  down  the  empty  pitcher  and 
drawn  his  breath,  he  began  to  criticise  the  liquor 
which  it  had  lately  contained.—"  Sufficient  single 
beer,  old  Pillory- and,  as  I  take  it,  brewed  at  the  rate 
of  a  nutshell  or  malt  to  a  butt  of  Thamesr— as  dead  as 
a  corpse,  too,  and  yet  it  went  hissing  down  my  throat 
■-bubbfing,  by  .love,  like  Water  upon  hot  iron.— You 
left  us  early,  noble  Master  GrahamOi  but,  good  Daitk 


we  had  a  camuse  to  your  honour— we  heard  bvft  ring 
hollow  ere  we  (Art^ ;  we  were  as  loving  as  inkle- 
weavers— we  fought,  too,  to  finish  off  the  gawdy.  I 
bear  some  marks  of  the  parson  about  m&  you  sec  a 
note  of  the  sermon  or  so,  which  should  have  been 
addressed  to  my  ear,  but  missed  its  mark,  and  reach* 
ed  my  left  eye.  The  man  of  God  bears  my  sign>ma« 
nual  too,  but  the  Duke  made  us  friends  again,  and  it 
cost  me  more  sack  than  I  qpuld  carry,  and  all  the 
Rhenish  to  boot,  tp  pledge  the  seer  in  the  way  of  lova 
and  reconciliation— But,  Caraccol  'tis  a  vile  old  cant- 
ing slave  for  all  that,  whom  I  will  one  day  beat  put 
oxhis  devil's  livery  into  all  the  colours  of  the  rainbow. 
Bastal— Said  I  well,  old  Trapbois?  Where  is  thy 
daughter,  man  J— what  says  she  to  my  suit?— *  tie  an 
honest  one— wilt  have  a  soldier  for  thy  son-in-law, 
old  Pillory,  to  minsle  the  soul  of  martial  honour  with 
thy  thieving,  mitcning,  petty-larceny  blood,  as  men 
put  bold  brandy  into  muddy  ale  V* 

**  My  dau^ter  receives  not  company  so  early, 
noble  captaui,"  said  the  usurer,  and  concluded  bis 
speech  with  a  dry,  emphatical  "  tigh,  ugh.'' 

"Wliat,  upon  no  oon-si-de-ra-ti-on7"  said  the  cap- 
tarn;  "  and  wherefore  not,  old  Truepenny?  she  haa 
not  much  time  to  lose  in  driving  her  bargain,  m^ 
thinks."     •  ^ 

"  Captain,"  said  Trapbois.  "  I  was  upon  some 
little  business  with  our  noble  friend  here,  Master 
Nigel  Green— ugh,  ugh,  ugh" — 

"  And  you  would  have  me  /^ne,  I  warrant  you?*' 
answerea  the  bully;  "  but  patience,  old  PUIqnr,  thine 
hour  is  not  yet  come,  man— You  see,"  he  said,  point- 
ing to  thecasket^^'that  noble  Master  Grahame,  whom 
you  call  Gieen,  has  got  the  deeuaea  and  the  amelts.** 
'  *'  Which  you  would  willingly  rid  him  oX  ha !  ha  I 
—ugh,  ugh,"  answered  the  ustu-er,  "  If  you  knew  how 
—but,  lack-a-day!  thou  art  one  of  those  that  come 
out  for  wool,  and  art  sure  to  ^  home  shorn.  Why 
now,  but  that  I  am  sworn  against  laying  of  wagers, 
I  would  risk  some  consideration  that  this  honeel 
guest  of  mine  sends  thee  home  pennyless,  if  thou  da- 
rest  venture  with  him— ugh,  ugh— at  any  game  which 
gentlemen  play  at" 

"  Marry,  thou  haat  me  on  the  hip  there,  thou  old 
miserly  cony-catcher  I"  answered  the  captain,  taking 
a  bale  of  dice  from  the  sleeve  of  his  coat :  "  I  must  . 
always  keep  company  with  these  damnable  doctora 
and  they  liave  made  me  every  baby's  cully,  and  purgea 
my  i>ur8e  mto  an  atrophy;  but  never  mind^  it  passes 
the  time  as  well  as  aught  else— How  say  you.  Master 
Grahame?" 

The  fellow  paused ;  but  even  the  extremity  of  his 
impudence  #uld  hardly  withstand  the  cold  look  oi 
utter  contempt  with  which  Nigel  received  his  propo- 
sal, returning  it  with  a  simple, ,"  I  only  play  where  I 
know  my  company,  and  never  in«the  morning." 

"  Cards  may  oe  more  agreeable,"  said  Captam  Cole- 
pepper  ;  *'  and,  for  knowing  your  company,  here  is  ho-  , 
nestokl  Pillory  will  tell  vou  Jack  Colepepper  plays  as 
truly  on  the  sciuare  as  e  er  a'man  that  trowled  a  die- 
Men  talk  of  hig:h  and  low  dice,  Fulhams  and  bristles, 
topping,  knapping,  slurring,  stabbing,  and  a  hundred 
ways  of  rooking  besides ;  but  broil  me  like  a  rasher  of 
bacon,  if  I  could  ever  learn  the  trick  on  'em !" 

*^  You  have  got  the  vocabulary  perfect,  sir,  at  the 
least,"  said  Ni^el,  in  the  same  cold  tone. 

"yes,  by  mine  honour  have  I,"  returned  the  Hec- 
tor; "they  are  phrases  that  a  gentleman  learns  about 
town.— But  perhaps  you  would  like  a  set  at  tennis,  or 
a  game  at  Balloon— we  have  an  indifferent  good  court 
hard  by  here,  and  a  set  of  as  gentlemanlike  blades  as 
ever  banged  leather  against  brick  and  mortar.'* 

"  I  beg  to  be  excused  at  present,"  said  Lord  Glen- 
varioch;  "and  to  be  plain,  among  the^ valuable  privi- 
leges your  society  has  conferred  on  me,  I  hope  I  may 
reckon  that  of  being  private  in  my  own  apartment 
when  I  have  a  mind." 

"  Yoiu-  humble  servant,  sir,"  said  the  captain ;  **  sna 
I  thank  you  for  your  civility— Jack  Colepepper  can 
have  enough  of  companv  and  thrusts  himseli  on  no 
one.— But  perhaps  you  will  like  to  maite  a  match  at 
skittles?" 

"  I  am  by  no  means  that  way  disposed,"  replied  the 
young  nobleman. 
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'*0c  to  leap  a  flea— nin  a  8nail-->match  a  wfaieny, 


akr 
'*  No— I  will  do  none  of  these,'*  answered  Ni(^l. 
Here  the  old  man.  who  had  been  watching  with  his 
little  peery  eyes,  pulled  the  bulky  Hector  bv  the  skirt, 
and  whispered,  '^  Do  not  vapour  him  the  hoif,  it  will 
not  pas»>-l«t  the  trout  play,  be  will  rise  to  the  hook 
presently." 

But  the  buUv^  confiding  in  his  own  strength,  and 
probablv  mistaking  for  timidity  the  patient  scorn  with 
%vhich  Nigel  received  his  proposals,  incited  also  by  the 
open  casket,  began  to  assume  a  louder  and  more 
threatening  tone.  He  drew  himjself  up;  bent  bis 
brows,  assumed  a  look  of  professional  ferocity,  and 
continued, "  In  ALsatia,  look  ye.  a  man  must  be  neigh- 
bourly and  companionable.  Zouns  1  sir,  we  would 
■lit  any  nose  that  was  turned  up  at  us  honest  fellows. 
*-Ay,  nr.  we  would  slit  it  up  to  the  gristle,  though  it 
had  smelt  nothing  all  its  life  but  musk,  ambergris, 
and  court-scented  water.— Rabbit  me,  I  am  a  soldier, 
and  care  no  more  for  a  lord  than  a  lamplighter !" 

"  Are  you  seeking  a  quarrel,  sir  T'  said  Nieel,  calmly, 
having  m  truth  no  desire  to  engage  himself  in  a  dis- 
creditable broil  in  such  a  place,  and  with  such  a  cha- 
racter. 

"Ctuarrel,  sir'?'*  said  the  captain}  **I  am  not  seek- 
ing a  quarrel,  though  I  care  not  how  soon  I  find  one. 
Oiily  1  wish  you  to  understand  you  must  be  neigh- 
bourly, that's  all.  What  if  we  should  go»  over  the 
water  to  the  garden,  and  seo  a  bull  hanked  this  fine 
Bioming— 'soeath,  will  you  do  nothing  7" 

"  Something  I  am  strangely  tempted  to  do  at  this 
moment,"  said  Nigel. 

**  Videlicet,"  said  Colepepper,  with  a  swaggering 
air.  "  let  us  hear  the  temptation." 

^  I  am  tempted  to  throw  you  headlong  jfrom  the 
window,  unless  you  presently  make  the  best  of  your 
way  down  stairs." 

**^Throw  me  from  the  window  *?— hell  and  faries  T* 
ndaimed  the  captain;  "I  have  confronted  twenty 
crooked  sabres  at  Buda  with  my  single  rapier,  and 
shidl  a  chitty-ftced^  beggarly  Scots  lordling;  speak  of 
me  and  a  window  m  the  same  breath  1— Stand  off, 
okl  Pillory,  let  me  make  Scotch  collops  of  him--4ie 
dies  the  death  I" 

**  For  thd  love  of  Heaven,  gentlemen,"  exclaimed 
the  old  miser,  throwing  himsdf  between  them,  "do 
not  break^e  peace  on  any  consideration !  Noble 
|niest,  forbear  the  captain— he  is  a  very  Hector  of 
Troy— Trusty  Hector,  forbear  my  guest,  he  is  like  to 

prove  a  very  Achilles— ugh— ugh" 

Here  he  was  interrupted  by  his  asthma,  but,  never- 
theless, continued  to  interpose  his  pdfton  between 
Cotflpepper  (who  had  imsheathed  his  whtnyard,  ana 
was  makmg  vain  passes  at  his  antagonist)  and  Nigel, 
who  had  stepped  back  to  take  hb  aword,  and  now 
held  it  undrawn  in  his  left  band. 

'*  Make  an  end  of  this  foolery,  you  scoundrel  f  said 
Nigel—**  Do  you  come  hither  to  vent  vour  noisy  oaths 
ana  your  bottled-up  valour  on  mc7  You  seem  to 
know  me,  and  1  am  half  ashamed  to  say  I  have  at 
length  been  able  to  recollect  you— remember  the  gar- 
den behind  the  ordinary;  you  dastardly  ruffian,  and 
the  speed  with  which  fifty  men  saw  vou  run  fit)m  a 
drawn  sword.— Get  ybu  gone,  sir,  and  do  not  put  me 
to  the  vile  labour  of  cudgelling  such  a  cowardly  ras- 
•aTdown  stairs." 

The  bully's  countenance  grew  dark  as  nimt  at  this 
unexpected  recognition;  for  he  had  undoubtedly 
thous^t  himself  secure  in  his  change  of  dress,  and  his 
black  patch,  firom  being  disooverod,  by  a  person  who 
had  seen  him*  but  once.  He  set  his  teeth,  clenched 
his  hands,  and  it  seemed  as  if  he  was  seeking  for  a 
moment's  courage  to  fiy  upon  his  antagonist.  But 
lus  hear;  failed,  ne  sheathed  his  sword,  turned  his 
back  in  gloomy  silence,  and  spoke  not  until  he  reach- 
ed the  door,  when,  turning  round,  he  said,  with  a  deep 
oath,  *'  If  I  be  not  aven^  of  you  for  this  insolence 
ere  many  days  go  by,  I  would  the  gallows  had  my 
body  ana  the  devil  my  spirit  I" 

So  saying,  and  with  a  look  where  determined  spite 
and  mauce  made  his  features  savagely  fierce,  though 
they  could  not  overcome  his  fear,  he  turned  and  left 
the  house    Nigel  followed  him  as  far  as  the  gallery 


at  the  head  of  the  staircase,  with  th«  purpose  of  aea- 
ing  him  depart  and  ere  he  returned  was  met  by  Mia* 
tress  Martha  Trapbois.  whom  the  noise  of  the  qnarrd 
had  summoned  from  her  own  apartment.  He  could 
not  resist  saying  to  her  in  his  natural  displeasure— "I 
would,  madam,  you  could  teach  your  father  and  his 
fiiends  the  lesson  which  you  had  the  goodness  to 
bestow  on-  me  this  morning,  and  prevaiTon  them  to 
leave  me  the  unmolested  privacy  of  my  own  apart- 
ment." 

"  If  you  came  hither  for  quiet  or  retirement,  ymuig 
man,"  answered  she,  **  you  have  been  advised  -o  an 
evil  retreat.  You  might  »eek  mercy  in  the  Siar- 
Chamber,  or  holiness  in  hell,  with  better  success  than 

Siiet  in  Aisatia.    But  my  father  ahall  tronble  yon  do 
nger." 

.  So  saying,  atie  entered  the  apartment,  and,  fiximr 
her  eyes  on  the  casket,  she  said  with  emphasis-**  If 
you  display  such  a  loadstone,  it  will  draw  many  a 
steel  knife  to  your  throat." 

While  Nigel  hastily  shut  the  casket,  she  addressed 
her  father,  upbraiding  him,  with  small  reverence,  Uk 
keeping  company  with  the  cowardly,  hectoring,  mur- 
dering villain,  John  Colepepper. 

"  Ay,  ay.  child,"  said  the  old  man,  with  the  cm- 
ning  leer  which  intimated  perfect  satisfaction  with  fail 
own  supenor  address— **  I  know— I  know— ngh— h« 
I'll  crossbite  him— I  know  them  all,  and  I  can  man- 
age them— ay,  ay— I  have  the  trick  on't— u^— ugh." 

"  You  manage,  father !"  said  the  austere  damrnf; 
^  you  will  manage  to  have  your  throat  cut,  and  Aii 
ere  long.    You  cannot  hide  fi-oro  them  yoor  giili 


and  your  gold  as  formerly." 

"  My  gains,  wench*?  my  goldT'  said  the  usw^. 
"  alack-a-day,  few  of  these  and  hard  got— few  and 
hardgot." 

•*  This  will  not  serve  you,  father,  any  longer,"  aaid 
she,  '*and  had  not  served  you  thus  long,  Dut  that 
Bully  Colepepper  had  contrived  a  cheaper  way  ol 
plundering  your  house,  even  by  means  of  my  miser- 
able self.— But  why  do  I  speak  to  him  of  all  this/* 
she  said,  checking  herself, /lod  shrugging  her  shoiu- 
dera  with  an  expression  of  pity  which  did  not  fall 
much  short  of  scorn.  *'  He  hears  me  not— he  thinks 
not  of  me.— Is  it  not  strange  that  the  love  of  gather- 
ing gold  should  survive  the  care  to  preserve  both  proA 
perty  and  life!" 

"  Your  father,"  said  Lord  Cllenvarloch,  who  coold 
not  help  respecting  the  strong  sense  and  feeling 
shown  by  this  poor  woman,  even  amidst  all  her  rude- 
ness and  severity,  '*your  lathor  seems  to  have  his 
faculties  sufiicicntly  alert  when  he  is  in  the  exercise 
of  his  ordinary  pureuits  and  fiinctions.  I  wonder  he 
is  not  sensible  of  the  weight  of  your  arguments." 

"  Nature  made  him  a  man  senseless  of  danger,  and 
that  insensibility  is  the  best  thing  I  havederivqi)  from 
him,"  said  she ;  "  age  has  left  him  shrewdness  enoo^ 
to  tread  his  old  beaten  paths,  but  not  \o  seek  new 
courses.    The  old  blind  horse  will  long  continue  to 

SI  its  rounds  in  the  mill,  when  it  womd  stumble  in 
e  open  meadoi^." 

**  Daughter!— why,  wench— why,  housewife f  said 
the  old  man,  awakening  out  of  some  dream,  in  whicb 
he  hafl  been  sneering  and  chuckling  in  imaginatkxi, 
probably  over  a  successfiil  piece  of  roguery.—"  go  to 
chamber,  wench— go  to  chamber^--draw  bolts  and 
chain— look  sharp  to  dooi^-let  none  in  or  out  but 
worahipful  Master  Grahame— I  must  take  my  closk, 
and  go  to  Duke  Hildebrod— ay.  ay,  time  has  been, 
my  own  warrant  was  enough ;  out  the  lower  we  he, 
the  more  are  we  under  the  wind." 

And;  with  his  wonted  chorus  of  muttering  and 
coughing;  the  old  man  left  the,  apartment.  Hia 
daughter  stood  for  a  moment  looking  after  him,  with 
her  usual  expression  of  discontent  and  sorrow. 

"  You  ou^ht  to  persuade  your  father,"  said  Nig 
**  to  leave  this  evil  neighbom-hood,  if  you  axe  in  i 
apprehensive  for  his  safety." 

**  He  would  be  safe  in  no  other  quarter,"  said  tha 
daughter :  *'  I  would  rather  the  old  man  were  dead 
than  publicly  dishonoured.  In  other  quarters  ha 
would  be  pelted  and  pursued,  like  an  owl  which  ven- 
tures into  sunshine.  Here  he  was  safe^  while  his 
oomradea  could  avail  themselves  of  his  talents ;  of 
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niieez«d  uid  fleeced  by  them  on  eveiy  pre- 

They  ooii4der  him  as  a  veaael  on  the  strand, 

from  which  each  may  snatch  a  prey ;  and  the  very 
jealousy  which  they  entertain  respecting  hitn  as  a 
common  property,  may  perhaps  induce  them  to  guard 
him  from  more  private  and  daring  assaults." 

"  Still,  metbinks,  you  ought  to  leave  this  place," 
uswered  Nigel,  "  since  voumight  find  a  safid  retreat 
m  some  distant  country. 

"  In  Scotland,  doubtless,"  said  she,  lookinx  at  him 
with  a  sharp  and  suspicious  eye,  "  and  enrich  stran- 
fsrs  with  our  rescued  wealth— Ha  1  young  man  V* 

**  Madam,  if  you  knew  me,"  said  Lonl  Olenvar- 
loeh  "  you  would  spare  the  suspicion  implied  in  your 

'*Who  shall  assure  me  of  that?'  said  Martha, 
iharply.  "  They  ftiy  you  are  a  brawler  and  a  game- 
Iter,  and  I  know  bow  fu  these  are  to  be  trusted  by 
tile  unhappy." 

"They  do  me  vnong,  by  Heaven T  said  Lord 
Glenvarloch. 

'*It  may  be  so,"  said  Martha;  "  I  am  little  kite- 

Wted  in  the  degree  of  your  vice  or  your  folly ;  but  it 

jiplain,  that  the  one  or  the  other  has  conducted  you 

uther,  and  that  your  best  hope  of  neaoe,  safety,  and 

kappiness,  is  to  oe  gone^  with  tne  least  posablede- 

k|.  from  a  place  which  is  always  a  sty  for  swine, 

and  often  a  shambles."  So  saying,  she  left  the  apart- 

loenL 

Then  was  something  in  the  ungracious  manner  of 

ihii  finnale,  amounting  almost  to  contempt  of  him 

Me  tpoke  to—aiv  ind^n^ty  tcMwhich  Glenvarloch, 

aoiwithfltanding  his  poverty,  hM  not  as  yet  been  per- 

Kmiilf  exposed,  and  which,  tnerafore,  gave  him  a 

ttttttpry  teeting  of  painiful  surprise.    Neither  did  the 

uik  Unts  which  Martha,  threw  out  concerning  the 

wverof  his  place  of  refuge^  sound  by  any  means 

^pwbly  to  his  ears.    The  bravest  man,  placed  in  a 

Motion  in  which  he  is  suirounded  by  suspicious  per- 

toBi,  and  removed  from  all  couneel  and  assistance, 

except  those  afforded  by  a  valiant  he^  and  a  strong 

IRQ,  experiences  a  sinking  of  the  spirit,  a  oonscious- 

Mb  of  abandonment,  which  for  a  moment  chills  his 

mod,  and  depnaaea  his  natural  gallantry  of  dispoai- 

iit,  if  sad  iietections  arose  in  Nigel's  mind,  he  had 
Mtime  to  indulge  them ;  and,  if  he  saw  little  proa- 
Rot  of  finding  mends  in  ^^Isatia,  he  found  that  he 
^  not  likely  to  be  solitary  for  laek  of  visiters. 

He  had  scarc<>Iy  paced  nis  ai>artment  for  ten  mi- 
h|tea,  endeavouring  to  arrange  his  ideas  on  the  course 
Much  he  was  to  pursue  on  quitting  Alsatia,  when  he 
ini  interrupted  by  the  Sovereign  of  the  quarter,  the 
|eat  Duke  Hildebrod  himielf,  before  whose  approach 
m  bolts  and  chains  of  the  miser's  dwelling  fell,  or 
withdrew,  as  of  their  ovim  accord;  and  ootn  the  fold- 
K  leaves  of  the  door  were  openod,  that  he  might 
m  lumself  into  the  house  like  a  huge  butt  of  liquor, 
I  vessel  to  which  he  boro  a  considerable  outwaiu  re- 
lambhince,  both  in  ^izci  shape,  complexion,  and  oon- 

iBDtS. 

*'  Good-morrow  to.  your  lordship,"  said  the  jgreasy 

Eieon.  cocking  his  single  eye,  and  rolling  it  upon 
witn  a  aingular  expresston  of  familiar  impu- 
;  whilst  his  grim  buil-do^,  which  was  close  at 
Mb  heeis,  made  a  kind  of  gurghng  in  his  throat,  as  if 
Rutins,  in  similar  fashion,  a  starved  cat,  the  only 
■ving  thing  in  Trapbois'  house  which  we  have  not 
IK  enamerated,  and  which  had  flown  up  to  the  top 
•the  tester,  where  she  stood  clutching  and  grinning 
ttthe  mastifi^  whose  greeting  she  accepted  with  as 
fich  good-will  as  Nijsel  bestowed  on  that  of  the 
ws  master. 

1  Peace.  Belzie!— D— n  thee,  peace  P'  said  Duke 
I  Pjlebrod.    '*  Beasts  and  fools  will  be  meddling,  my 

/I  thought,  sir,"  answered  Nigel,  with  as  much 
%;litines8  as  was  consistent  with  the  cool  diatance 
^h  he  desired  to  preserve,  "I  thought  I  had  told 
V^  my  name  at  present  was  Nigel  Grahame." 

His  eminence  of  Whitefriars  on  this  burst  out  into  a 

W  chuckling,  impudent  laugh,  repeating  the  word, 

m  his  voice  was  almost  inarticulate,—"  Niggle  Oreen 

"wiffile  (}reen— Niggle  €hreen !— why,  my  lord .  you 

VouIV. 


would  be  qneered  in  the  drinking  of  a  penny  pot  of 
Malmsey,  if  you  cry  before  you  are  touched.  Why,  ^ 
you  have  told  me  the  secret  even  now,  had  1  not  had  ■ 
a  shrewd  guess  of  it  before.  Why,  Master  Nigel, 
since  that  is  the  word,  I  only  called  you  my  lord,  be- 
cause we  made  you  apeerof  Alsaiia  last  night,  when 
the  sack  was  predominant.—How  yon  look  now!— 
Ha!  ha  I  ha!"  .^ 

Nigel,  indeed,  conscious  that  he  had  unnecessarily 
betrayed  himself,  replied  hastily,— "he  was  mucn 
obliged  to  him  for  the  honours  conferred,  but  did  not 
propose  to  remain  in  the  Sanctuary  long  enough  to 
enioy  them." 

Why,  that  may  be  as  you  will,  an  you  will  walk 
by  wise  counsel,"  answered  the  ducal  porpoise ;  and, 
although  Nigel  remained  standing,  in  hopes  to  ac* 
celerate  his  guest's  departure,  he  threw  himself  into 
one  of  the  old  tapesoy-backed  easy-chau^  which 
cracked  under  his  weight,  and  began  to  call  for  old 
Trapbois. 

The  crone  of  all  work  appearing  instead  of  her 
master,  the  Duke  cursed  her  for  a  careless  jade^  to 
let  a  strange  gentleman,  and  a  brave  guest,  go  with* 
out  his  morning's  draught 

"I  never  take  one,  sor,"  said  Glenvarloch. 

"Time  to  begin— time  to  begin,"  answered  th« 
Duke.—"  Here,  you  old  refiise  of  Sathan,  go  to  our 

Klace,  and  fetch  Lord  Green's  morning  drau^t 
!t  us  see^what  shall  it  be,  my  Lord  7— a  humming 
double  pot  of  al&  with  a  roasted  crab  dancing  inn 
like  a  wherry  above  bridge?— or,  hum— ay,  young 
men  are  sweet-toothed— a  quart  oiT  burnt  sack,  with 
sugar  and  spice  7— good  against  the  fogs.  Or,  wliat 
say  you  to  sipping  a  gilTof  right  distilled  waters  1 
Come,  we  will  haye  them  all,  and  you  shall  uke 
your  choice.— Here,  you  Jezebel^  let  Tim  send  the  ale^ 
and  the  sack,  and  the  nipperkin  of  double-distiDed. 
with  a  bit  of  diet-loa^  or  some  such  trinket,  ana 
score  it  to  the  new  comer." 

Glenvarloch,  bethinking  hhnself  that  it  might  be 
as  well  to  endure  this  felloVs  insolence  for  a  brief 
season,  as  to  get  into  farther  discreditable  quarrels, 
suffered  him  to  take  his  own  way,  without  interrup- 
tion, only  obserff ng,  "  Vou  make  yourself  at  home, 
sir,  m  my  apartment ;  but,  for  the  timc^  you  may  usa 
your  pleasure.  Meanwnile,  I  would  fam  know  what 
has  procured  me  the  honour  of  this  unexpected  visit  T* 

"  You  shall  know  that  when  M  Deo  has  brought 
the  liquor— I  never  speak  of  business  dry-lipped.  ^ 
Why,  now  she  drumbles— I  warrant  she  stops  to 
take  a  sip  on  the  road,  and  then  you  will  think  yon 
have  had  unchristian  measure.- In  the  meanwhile, 
look  at  that  dog  there— look  Belzebub  in  the  face, 
and  tell  me  if  yon  ever  saw  a  sweeter  beast— never 
flew  but  at  head  in  his  life." 

And  after  this  congenial  panegyric,  he  was  pro- 
ceeding with  a  tale  of  a  dog  and  a  bull  which  threat- 
ened to  be  somewhat  of  the  longest,  when  he  was 
interrupted  by  the  return  of  the  old. crone,  and  two 
of  his  own  tapsters,  bearing  the  various  kinds  of 
drinkables  which  he  had  demanded,  and  which  pro- 
bably was  the  only  species  of  interruption  he  would 
have  endured  with  eouanimity. 

When  the  cups  and  cans  were  duly  arranged  upon 
the  table,  and  when  Deborah,  whom  the  Ducal  gene- 
rosity honoured  with  a  penny  farthing  in  the  way  of 
gratuity,  had  withdrawn  with  her  satellites,  ths 
worthy  potentate,  having  first  slightly  invited  Lord 
Glenvarloch  to  partake  of  the  liquor  which  he  was  ~ 
to  pay  for,  and  after  having  observed,  that,  exciting 
three  poached  eggs^  a  pint  of  bastard,  and  a  cup  of 
clary,  he  was  fasting  from  every  thing  but  sin,  seC 
himself  seriously  to  reinforce,  the  radical  moisture. 
Glenvarloch  had  seen  Scottish  lairds  and  Dutch 
burgomasters  at  their  poutions;  but  then'  exploits 
(though  each  might  be  temied  a  thiraty  generation) 
were  nothing  to  those  of  Duke  Hildebrod,  who  seemed 
an  absolute  sandbed,  capable  of  absorbing  any  given 
quantity  of  liquid,  without  being  either  vivmed,  or 
overflowed.  He  drank  ofl*  the  ale  to  quench  a  thiret 
which,  as  he  said,  kept  him  in  a  fever  from  morning 
to  nigtit,  and  night  to  morning;  tippled  oft  the  sack 
to  correct  the  crudity  of  the  ale  t  sent  the  spirits  afler 
the  sack  to  keep  all  quiet,  and  then  declared  tha^ 
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probably,  he, should  not  taste  liquor  tUlpM/  meri- 
diem, unlcs-s  it  was  in  coinpliiiit-nt  to  some  especial 
friend.    Finally,  he  intinmied  that  he  was  ready  to 

Kroceed  on  the  business  which  brought  hiui  from 
ome  so  early,  a  proposition  which  Nigel  readily  re- 
ceived^  thou<;n  he  could  not  help  suspecting  that  the 
most  important  purpose  of  Duke  Uildebrod's  visit 
was  alreadv  transacted. 

In  tliis,  noweycr,  Lord  Glenvarloch  proved  to  be 
mistaken.  Hildcbrod,  before  opening  what  he  had 
to  say,  made  an  accurate  survey  of  the  apartment, 
laying,  from  time  to  time,  hia  linger  on  his  noee,  and 
winking  on  Nigel  with  his  single  eye,  while  he  opened 
and  shut  the  doors,  lifted  the  tapestry  which  con- 
cealed, in  one  or  iwo  places,  the  dilapidation  of  time 
upon  the  wainscoted  walls,  peeped  into  closets,  and, 
iinally,  looked  undor  the  bed,  to  assure  himself  that 
the  coast  was  clear  of  listeners  and  interfopers.  He 
then  resumed  his  seat,  and  beckoned  confidentially  to 
Nigel  to  draw  his  chair  close  to  him. 

'^l  am  well  as  I  am,  Master  Hildebrod,"  replied 
the  young  lord,  little  disposed  to  encourage  tlie  fa- 
miliarity which  the  man  endeavoured  to  fix  on  him ) 
but  the  undismayed  Duke  proceeded  as  follows: 

"You  shall  pardon  me,  my  lord— and  now  I  give 
you  the  title  right  serioualy— if  I  remind  you  that  our 
waters  may  be  watched;  for  though  old  Trapbois  be 
as  deaf  ns  Saint  Paul's,  yet  his  daughter  has  sharp 
ears,  and  sharp  eyes  enough,  and  it  is  of  them  that  it 
is  my  business  to  speak." 

"Say  away,  then,  sir,'*  said  Nigel,  ednng  his 
chair  somewhat  closer  to  the  Quicksand,  "  although 
I  cannot  conceive  what  business  I  have  either  with 
mine  host  or  his  daughter.'* 

"We  will  see  that  in  the  twinkling  of  a  quart- 
pot."  answered  the  gracious  Duke ;  and  first,  my 
lOixL 'you  must  not  ttiink  to  dance  in  a  net  before, 
old  Jack  Hildebrod.  that  has  thrice  your  vears  o'er 
his  head,  and  was  bom.  like  King  Rjchard,  with  all 
his  eye-teeth  ready  cut." 

"Well,  sir,  jgo  on,"  said  Nigel. 

"  Why,  then,  my  lord,  I  presume  to  say,  that,  if  you 
are,  as  I  believe  you  are,  that  Lord  Glenvarloch  whom 
all  the  world  talk  of— the  Scotch  gallant  that  has 
spent  all,  to  a  thin  cloak'  and  a  light  purse— be  not 
moved,  my  lord,  it  is  so  noised  of  you— men  call  you 
the  sparrowhawk,  who  will  fly  at  all— ay,  were  it  in 
the  very  Park— Be  not  moved,  my  lord."  ,    ^   „  , 

*U  am  ashamed,  sirrah,"  rsplied Glenvarloch,  "that 

you  should  have  power  to  move  me  by  your  insolence 

—but  beware— and,  if  you  indeed  guess  who  I  am, 

.  consider  how  long  I  may  be  able  to  endure  your  tone 

of  insolent  familiarity."  ,        ,        , 

"I  crave  pardon,  my  lord,"  said  Hildebrod,  with  a 
'  Bullen^  yet  apologetic  look;  *'I  meant  no  harm  in 
Bpeaking  my  poor  mind.  I  know  not  what  honour 
there  may  be  in  being  familiar  with  your  lordship,  but 
{  judge  there  is  little  safety,  for  Iiowestoffe  is  laid  up 
m  lavender  only  for  having  shown  you  the  way  into 
Alsatia ;  and  so,  what  is  to  come  of  those  who  main- 
tain you  when  you  are  here,  or  whether  they  will  ^et 
most  honour  or  most  trouble  by  doing  so,  I  leave  with 
your  lord«hip's  better  judgment." 

"I  will  bnng  no  one  into  trouble  on  my  account," 
said  Lord  Glenvarloch.  "  I  will  leave  Whitefriars  to- 
morrow.   Nay,  by  Heaven,  I  will  leave  it  this  day." 

•'  You  will  nave  more  wit  in  your  anger,  I  tnist," 
said  Duke  Hildebrod;  "listen  first  to  what  I  have  to 
say  to  you,  and,  if  honest  Jack  Hildebrod  puts  you  not 
in  the  way  of  nicking  them  all,  may  he  never  cast 
doublets,  or  gull  a  greenhorn  again !  And  so,  my  lord, 
in  plain  words,  you  must  wap  and  win." 

'^  Your  words  must  be  still  plainer  before  I  can  un- 
derstand them  "  said  Nigel. 

"What  the  devil— a  gamester,  one  who  deals  with 
the  devil's  bones  and  the  doctors;  and  not  understand 
tedler's  French  1  Nay,  then,  I  must  speak  plain  Eng^ 
Ush,  and  that's  the  simpleton's  tongue." 

*'  Speok,  then,  bit*"  said  Nigd  j  "  and  I  pray  you  b^ 
brief,  for  I  have  little  more  time  to  bestow  on  you." 

"Well,  then,  my  lord,  to  be  brief,  as  you  and  the 
lawyers  cfdl  it— I  understand  you  nave  an  estate  in 
the  north,  which  changes  masters  for  want  of  the  re- 
deeming ready  —Ay,  you  start,  but  vou  cannot  dance 


in  a  net  before  me,  as  I  said  befbre;  and  so  thsKJoi 
runs  the  frowning  humour  on  you^  and  theCoun  v»> 
pours  you  the  g»-by ;  and  the  Pnnce  scowls  at  yot 
trom  under  his  cap ;  and  the  favourite  Krrea  yog  out 
the  puckered  brow  and  the  cold  shoulder;  and  the 
favourite's  favourite" — — , 

"To  go  no  farther,  sir,"  interrupted  Nigd,  '^loppoN 
all  this  true— and  whatfbllowsT' 

"  What  follows  ?"  returned  Duke  Hildebrod.  "Ibh 
ry,  this  follows,  that  you  will  owe  good  Aeed,  m  wel 
as  flood  will,  to  him  who  shall  put  you  in  the  way  to  . 
walk  with  your  beaver  cocked  m  the  presence,  as  a  ] 

gswereEwlofKildare;  bully  the  courtiers;  meet  ik 
rince's  blighting  look  with  a  bold  brow;  eoofnal 
the  favourite:  baffle  his  deputy,  and" i 

"  This  is  ail  well,"  sakl  Nigel ;  " but  how isittDbi  j 
accomphslied?"  '  \ 

"  By  making  thee  a  Prince  of  Pern,  my  ]od  of  Al  t 
northern  latitudes ;  proppmg  thine  old  castle  vidks* 
gots,— fertilizing  thy  faifing  fortunes  with  gold  dot-  < 
It  shall  but  cost  thee  to  put  thy  baron's  cotaMtfiri 
day  or  so  on  the  brows  of  an  old  Cadnca  hoe.  tbe 
man's  daughter  of  the  house,  and  thou  artnanffof 
a  mass  of  treasure  that  shall  do  all  I  have  ad  fin 
the^  and" 

"What,  you  would  have  me  marry  this  old  aorib- 
woman  here,  the  daughter  of  mine  host  7"  wSW, 
surprised  and  angry,  yet  unable  to  suppress  ioiDe» 
aire  to  laugh. 

"  Nay,  my  lord,  I  would  have  von  marnrfif^th» 
aand  good  sterling  pounds :  for  that  and  vtter,H 
old  Trapbois  hoardad ;  and  then  shalt  do  a  mm 
mercy  in  it  to  the  olAnan,  who  will  lose  hisw 
smelts  in  s<)me  worse  way— for  now  that  he iiw 
nigh  past  his  day  of  work,  his  day  of  payment  iBM 
to  follow." 

"  Truly,  this  is  a  most  courteous  offer,"  said  Ud 
Glenvarloch  f  "  but  may  I  pray  of  ^our  candoor,  nml 
noble  duke,  to  tell  me  why  you  dispose  of  a  inni  ■ 
so  much  wealth  on  a  stranger  like  me^  who  nf  j 
leave  you  to-morrow?"  ! 

"  In  sooth,  my  lord,"  said  the  D1lk^  "  diatqueiM  I 
smacks  more  of  the  wit  of  Beauieu's  OTdinary,  M 
any  word  I  have  yet  heard  yonr  lordship  apeu,* 
reason  it  is  you  should  be  answered,  'rouchioglf 
peers,  it  is  but  necessary  to  say.  that  Mistress  Hop 
Trapbois  will  none  of  tbem,  wnedier  clerical  am 
The  captain  hath  asked*  her.  ao  hath  the  paisoaM 
she  will  none  of  -them— she  looks  higher  than  em 
and  is,  to  say  truth,  a  woman  of  aense,  and  eo  mi, 
too  profound,  and  of  spirit  something  too  high,  toftf  i 
up  with  creasy  buff  or  rusty  prunella.  For  ourseM 
we  need  out  hint  that  we  have  a  consort  in  the  ■■  I 
of  the  living,  and,  what  is  more  to  purpose,  n^ 
Martha  knows  it.  So,  as  she  will  not  lace  her  iff* 
sey  hood  save  with  a  quality  binding^  you,  my  M 
must  be  the  man,  and  must  carry  off  mty  tboasan 
decuses,  the  spoils  of  five  thousand  bulliea.  cutteiii 
and  spentfthrifts,— always  deducting  from  .the  iij«J 
sum  some  five  thousandf  pounds  for  our  princely  ad- 
vice and  countenance,  without  which,  as  matwi 
stand  in  AlsaUa,  you  n^oiild  find  it  hard  to  wdi  tbe 
plflte."  ^^ 

"But  has  your  wisdom  conaideTed,  sir,"  wp>" 
Glenvarloch,  how  this  wedk>ck  can  serve  me  in  niy 
present  emergence?"  ,  ,„ 

"As  for  that,  my  lord,'" said  Duke  Hildcbiod,  < 
with  forty  or  fifty  thousand  pounds  in  your  poodv, 
you  cannot  save  yoursell)  you  will  deserve  to  M 
your  head  for  your  folly,  and  yonr  hand  for  b^l 
close-fisted."  ^ 

"  But,  since  your  goodness  has  taken  my  bdi^i 
into  such  serious  consideration,"  continued  Nn 
who  conceived  there  was  no  prudence  in  bfeakflf 
with  a  man,  who,  in  his  way,  meant  him  fsvouriaj 
ther  than  offence,  "perhaps  you  may  be  able  » *■ 
me  how  my  kindred  will  be  likely  to  receive  auch  a 
bride  as  you  recommend  to  me?" 

"  Touching  that  matter,  my  lord,  I  have  slwtp 
heard  your  countrymen  knew  as  well  as  other  m 
on  ^leh  side  their  bread  was  buttered.  And,  tim 
roeaking  from  report,  I  know  no  place  wliere  wa 
tnousajid  pounds— fifty  thousand  pounds,  I  say—wjB 
I  make  s  woman  more  welcome  than  it  is  likely  lo  do 
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in  yonr  ancient  kingdom.  And.  truly,  savini?  the 
sligQt  twist  in  her  shoulder,  Mr&  Martha  Trapbois  is 
a  person  of  very  awful  and  nnuestic  appearance,  and 
ma/rfor  aught  I  know,  become  of  better  blood  than 
IDY  one  wots  of;  for  old  Trapbois  looks  not  over  like 
10  he  her  father,  and  her  mother  was  a  generous, 
Eberal  sort  of  a  woman." 

"I  am  afraid,"  answered  Nigel,  "that  chance  is 
father  too  vague  to  assuh)  her  a  gracious  reception 
ifito  an  honourable  house." 

,  "  Why,  th«j,  my  lord,"  replied  Hildebrod.  "I  think 
It  like  she  wul  be  even  with  them ;.  for  I  wul  venture 
to  aay,  slie  has  as  muoh  iJl-nature  as  will  make  her 
I  match  for  your  whole  clan." 
I    "  That  may  inconvenience  me  a  little,"  replied  Nigel. 

"  Not  a  whit— not  a  whit,"  said  the  Duke,  fertile  in 
ffi>edients ;  "  if  she  Bh5uld  become  rather  intolerable, 
which  is  not  unlikely,  your  honourable  house,  which 
I  presmneto  be  a  castle,  hath,  doubtless,  both  turrets 
and  dungeons,  and  ye  may  bestow  your  bonny  bride 
is  either  the  one  or  the  other,  and  then  you  know 
fou  will  be  out  of  hearing  of  her  tongue,  and  she  will 
leather  aboveor  below  the  contempt  of  your  friends." 

J*  It  is  sagely  counselled,  most  eouitable  sir,"  replied 
Nif^  "  and  siich  restraint  would  be  a  fit  meed  for 
her  folly  that  gave  me  any  power  over  her." 

"Vou  entertain  the  project  then,  my  lord?"  said 
Duke  Hildebrod. 

"I  must  turn  it  in  my  mind  for  twenty-four  hours," 
Mid  Nigel ;  "  and  I  will  pray  you  so  to  order  matters 
uati  be  not  farther  interrupted  by  any  visiters." 

**We  will  utter  an  edict  to  secure  your  privacy," 
m  the  Duke;  "and  you  do  not  think,"  he  added, 

lowoiDg  his  voice  to  a  confidential  whisper,  "that 

teotbousand  is  too  much  to  pay  to  the  Sovereign,  in 

Mps of  wardship?" 

Tm  thousand!"  said  Lord  Glenvarloch;  "why, 
jmnid  five  thousand  but  now." 
,  Aha  I  art  avised  of  that  1"  said  the  Duke,  touch- 
fg  the  side  of  his  nose  with  his  finger ;  "  nay,  if  you 
Aire  marked  me  so  closely,  you  are  thinking  on  the 
'^  more  nearly  than  I  believed,  till  you  trapped  me. 

1,  well,  v^e  will  not  quarrel  about  the  considera- 

^  as  old  Thrapbois  would  call  it— do  you  win  and 

ir  the  daixie«  it  will  be  no  hard  matter  with  your 
and  figure,  and  I  will  take  care  that  no  one  in- 
„jpts  you.    I  will  have  an  edict  from  the  Senate 
^aoon  as  th^  meet  for  their  meridiem." 
l8«  saying,  Duke  Hildebrod  took  his  leave. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 
Thia  \a  the  time— Heavan'a  maiden  Motine) 


Hath  quitted  her  hi|rh  watch— the  leMer  siNUifles 
Are  palinff  one  b.T  one :  give  me  the  ladder 
And  the  ahnrt  lever— bid  Anthonf 


Keep  with  hia  carabine  the  wicket-fate ; 
I       Aad  do  thou  oare  thy  knife  and  fullow  me, 
For  we  will  in  and  do  it— darkoeaa  like  Uua 
b  dawuing  of  our  forUinea.- 0<((  Plaif. 

,  When  Duke  Hildebrod  had  withdrawn,  Nigel's  first 
tmpulae  was  an  irresistible  feeling  to  .laugh  at  the 
MgB  adviser,  who  would  have  thus  connected  him 
w  age,  ugliness,  and  ill-temper;  but  his  next 
ihought  was  pity  for  the  unfortunate  father  and  daugh- 
ter, who,  being  the  only  persons  possessed  of  wealth 
^  this  unhappy  district,  seemed  like  a  wreck  on  the 
tea-shore  of  a  barbarous  country,  only  secured  from 
i  liimder  for  the  moment  by  the  jealousy  of  the  tribes 
;  {i^ng  whom  it  had  been  cast.  Neither  could  he  help 
ions  conscious  that  his  own  residence  here  was  upon 
'Miditions  equally  precarious,  and  that  he  wascon- 
;Mered  by  the  Alsatians  in  the  same  light  of  a  god- 
[«nd  on  the  Cornish  coast,  or  a  sickly  but  wealthy 
i  tiravan  travelling  through  the  wilds  of  Africa,  and 
bphatically  termed  by  ^the  nations  of  despoilers 
vough  whose  re^ons  it  passes,  Dummalafongt 
*ich  aignifies  a  thing  given  to  be  devoured— a  com- 
mon prev  to  all  men. 

.  .Nigel  had  already  formed  his  own  i)lan  to  extricate 
bimaelf;  at  whatever  risk,  from  his  perilous  and  degra- 
W^%  situation ;  and,  in  order  that  he  might  carry  it 
■Ota  instant  execution,  he  only  awaited  the  re- 
jum  of  Lowestoffe's  messenger.  He  expected  him, 
bowaver,  in  vain,  and  could  %nly  amuse  himself  by 


looking  through  such  parts  of  his  baggage  as  had  been 
sent  to  him  nrom  his  former  lodgings,  m  order  to  se- 
lect a  small  packet  of  the  most  necessary  articles  to 
take  with  him,  in  the  event  of  his  quitting  his  lodg- 
ings secretly  and  suddenly^  as  speed  and  privacy 
would,  be  foresaw,  be  particularly  necessary,  if  be 
meant  to  obtam  an  interview  with  the  King,  which 
was  the  course  his  spirit  and  his  interest  alike  deter- 
mined him  to  pursue. 

While  he  was  thus  engaged,  he  found,  greatly  lo 
his  satisfaction,  that  Master  LowestofTe  nad  trans- 
mined  not  only  his  rapier  and  poniard,  but  a  pair  of 
pistols,  which  he.ha<^  used  in  travelling ;  of  a  smaller 
and  more  convenient  size  than  the  large  petrooels,  or 
horse  pistols^  which  were  then  in  common  use,  as  being 
made  for  wearing  at  the  mrdle  or  in  the  pockets.  Next 
to  having  stout  and  friendly  comrades,  a  man  is  chief- 
ly emboldened  by  finding  himself  well  armed  in  case 
oif  need,  and  Nigel,  who  nad  thought  with  some  am- 
iety  on  the  hazard  of  trusting  his  life,  if  attacked^  to 
the  protection  of  the  dumsjr  weapon  with  which 
Lowestofie  had  equip^ied  him,  in  order  to  complete  hia 
disguise,  felt  an  emotion  of  confidence  approaching  tb 
triumph,  as,  drawing  his  own  good  and  well-tried  ra- 
pier, he  wiped  it  with  his  handkerchiefl  examined  its 
point,  bent  it  once  or  twice  against  the  ground  to 
prove  its  well-known  metal,  and  finally  replaced  it 
m  the  scabbard,  the  more  hastily,  that  he  heard  a  tap 
at  the  door  of  his  chamber,  and  had  no  mind  to  be 
found  vapouring  in  the  apartment  with  his  sword 
drawn. 

It  was  his  old  host  who  entered,  to  tell  him  with 
many  cringes  that  the  price  of  his  apartment  was  to 
be  a  crown  per  diem :  and  that,  according  to  the  cus- 
tom of  Whitefriars.  tne  rent  was  always  payable  per 
advance,  although  he  never  scrupled  to  let  the  money 
lie  till  a  week  or  fortnight,  or  even  a  month,  in  the 
hands  of  any  honourable  guest  like  Master  Grahame, 
alwavsupon  some  reasonable  consideration  for  theuse. 
Nigel  got  rid  of  the  old  dotard's  intrusion,  by  throw-* 
ing  down  two  pieces  of  gold,  and  requesting  the  ac- 
commodatbn  of  his  present  apartment  for  eight  days, 
adding^  however,  he  did  not  think  he  should  tarry  so 

'nie  miser,  with  a  sparkling  eve  and  a  trembling 
hand,  clutched  fast  the  proflered  coin,  and,  having 
balanced  the  pieces  with  exquisite  pleasure  on  the  ex- 
tremity of  his  withered  finger,  began  almost  instant- 
ly to  snow  that  not  even  the  possession  of  gold  can  • 
^tify  for  more  than  an  instant  the  very  heart  thM 
IS  most  eager  in  the  pursuit  of  it  First,  the  pieces 
mi^ht  be  light— with  hasty  hand  he  drew  a  small 
pair  of  scales  from  his  bosom  and  weighed  them,  first 
together,  then  separately,  and  smiled  with  glee  as  he 
saw  them  attain  the  due  depres8k>n  in  the  balance— a 
circumstance  which  might  add  to  his  profits,  if  it 
were  true,  as  was  currently  reported^  that  little  of  the 
gold  coinage  was  current  in  Alsaiia  m  a  perfect  state, 
and  tha<  none  ever  left  the  Sanctuary  in  that  cundi- 

Another  ffear  then  occurred  to  trouble  the  old  mi- 
ser's pleasure. '  He  had  been  just  able  to  comprehend 
that  Nigel  mtended  to  leave  the  Friars  sooner  than 
the  arrival  of  the  term  for  which  he  had  deposited  the 
rent.  This  might  imply  an  expectation  of  refunding, 
which,  as  a  Scotch  wag  said,  of  all  species  of  fundmg, 
jumped  least  with  the  old  gentleman's  humour.  He 
was  beginning  to  enter  a  hypothetical  caveat  on  this 
subject,  and  to  quote  sevenQ  reasons  why  no  part  of 
the  money  once  consigned  as  room-rent,  could  be  re- 
paid back  on  any  pretence^  without  great  hardship'  to 
the  landlord,  when  Nigel,  growing  impatient,  told 
him  that  the  money  was  his  absolutely,  and  without 
nny  intention  on  his  part  of  resuming  any  of  it— all 
he  asked  m  return  was  the  liberty  of  enjoying  in  pri- 
vate the  a]>artment  he  had  paid  for.  Ola  Trapbois, 
who  had  still  at  his  tongue's  end  much  of  the  smoodi 
language,  by  whixsh,  in  nis  time,  he  had  hastened  the 
ruin  of^many  a  voung  spendthrift,  began  to  launch 
out  upon  the  noi>le  and  gener<nis.  disposition  of  his 
new  guest,  until  Nigel,  growing  impatient,  took  the 
old  gentleman  by  the  hand,  ana  peotly,  vkL  irresisu- 
bly,  leading  him  to  the  door  of  his  chamber,  put  him 
out,  but  with  such  a  decent  and  moderate  exertion  A 


hii  superior  strength,  as  to  render  the  action  m  no 
■hape  indecorous,  and,  fastening  the  door,  began  lo 
do  that  for  his  pistols  which  he  nad  done  for  nis  fa- 
vourite sword,  examining  with  care,  tlie  flints  and  , 
locks,  and  reviewing  the  state  of  his  small  provision 
of  ammunition. 

In  this  0]>eration  he  was  a  sacond  time  interrupted 
by  a  knocking  .at  his  door— he  cal  ted  upon  the  person 
to  enter,  having  no  doubt  that  it  was  Lowestoiie*8 
messenger  at  length  arrived.  It  was,  however,  the 
ungracious  daughter  of  old  Trapbois,  who,  muttering 
something  about  her  father's  mistake,  laid  down 
upon  the  table.one  of  the,pieces  of  gold  which  Nigel 
had  just  given  to  him,  saying,  that  what  she  retained 
was  the  nill  rent  for  the  term  he  had  specified.  Ni- 
gel repUed^  he  had  paid  the  money,  and  had  no  desire 
to  receive  it  again. 

**  J>o  as  you  will  with  it,  then,"  replied  his  hostess, 
'*  for  there  it  lies,  and  shall  lie  for  me.  If  you  are 
Ibol  enough  to  pay  more  than  is  reason,  my  father 
shall  not  ne  knave  enough  to  take  it.*' 

"Bat  your  father,  ihistress,"  said  Nigd,  *^your 
fkthertofdme" 

"Oh.  my  father,  my  father,**  said  she^  interrupting 
him,— "my  £ither  managed  these  affairs  while  he 
was  able— I  manage  them  now,  find  that  may  in  the 
long  run  be  as  well  for  both  of  us." 

She  then  looked  on  the  table,  and  observed  the 
weapons. 

"  You  have  arms.  I  see,"  she  said ;  "  do  you  know 
how  to  use  them  1" 

"I  i^ould  do  so,  mistress,"  replied  Nigel,  **  for  it 
has  been  my  occupation." 

"  You  are  a  soldier,  then  1"  she  demanded. 

"  No  farther  as  yet,  than  as  every  gentleman  of  my 
conntry  is  a  soldier." 

"  Ay,  that  is  your  point  of  honour— to  cut  the  throats 
of  the  poor—a  proper  gentlemanlike  occupation  for 
those  who  should  protect  them  f 

"  I  do  not  deal  in  cutting  throats,  mistress,"  replied 
Nigel ;  "but  I  carry  arms  to  defend  myself,  and  my 
country,  if  it  needs  me." 

"  Ay,"  replied  Martha,  "  it  is  fairly  worded ;  but 
men  say  you  are  aa  prompt  as  others  in  petty  brawls, 
where  neither  your  safety  nor  your  country  is  in 
hazard ;  and  that  had  it  not  been  so,  you  would  not 
have  been  in  the  sanctuary  to-day." 

"Mistress,"  returned  Nigel,  ''I  should  labour  in 
vain  to  make  you  understand  that  a  man's  honour, 
which  is,  or  should  be,  dearer  to  him  than  his  life, 
may  oflen  call  on  and  compel  us  to  hazard  our  own 
lives,  or  those  of  others^  on  what  would  otherwise 
seem  trifling  contingencies." 

"  Good's  law  says  nought  of  that,"  said  the  female ; 
"  I  have  only  read  there,  that  thou  shal  I  not  kill.  But 
I  have  noither  time  nor  inclination  to  preach  to  you 
— you  will  find  enough  of  fighting  here  if  you  like  it, 
and  well  if  it  come  not  to  seek  you  when  vou  are  least 
pr(>narud.  Farewell  for  the  present— the  char-  woman 
will  execute  your  commands  for  your  meals." 

She  left  the  room,  just  as  Nigel,  provoked  at  her 
assuming  a  superior  tone  of  judgment  and  of  censure, 
was  about  to  be  so  superfluous  as  to  enter  into  a  dis- 
pute with  &n  old  pawnbroker's  daughter  on  the  sub- 
lect  of  the  point  of  honour.  He  smiled  at  himself 
for  the  folly  into  which  the  .spirit  of  self- vindication 
had  so  nearly  hurried  him. 

Lord  Glenvarloch  then  applied  to  old  Deborah  the 
enar-u'oman,  by  whose  intermediation  he  was  pro- 
vided with  a  tolerably  decent  dinner;  and  the  only 
embarrassment  which  he  experienced,  was  from  the 
almost  forcible  entry  of  the  old  dotard  his  landlord, 
who  insisted  upon  giving  his  assistance  at  laying  the 
cloth.  Nigel  had  some  oifHculty  to  prevent  hmi  from 
displacing  nis  arms  and  some  papern  which  were 
lying  on  the  small  table  at  which  he  nad  been  silting ; 
and  nothing  short  of  a  stem  and  positive  injunction 
to  the  contrary  could  compel  him  to  nae  another 
board(ihou);h  there  were  two  in  the  room)  for  the  pur- 
pose of  laying  the  cloth.  .      .,,. 

Having  at  length  obligftd  him  to  relmawsh  his  pur- 
pose, he  could  not  help  observing  that  the  eyes  of  the 
okl  dotard  seemed  still  anxiously  fixed  upon  the  small 
•solo  on  which  lay  his  sword  and  pistols ;  and  that 
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amidst  all  the  little  duties  which  he  seemed  of!icio»' 


ly  anxious  to  render  to  his  guest,  he  todk  even  oppoi^ 
tunity  of  boking  towards  and  approaching  these  olh 
jects  of  his  attention.  <  At  length,  when  Tnpboli 
thought  he  had  oomplotely  avoided  the  notice  of  In 
guest,  Nigel,  through  the  observation  of  one sftht 
cracked  mirrors,  on  which  channel  of  commnmct 
tion  the  old  man  had  not  calculated,  beheld  bimio> 
tually  extend  his  hand  towards  the  table  in  qneetio^ 
He  thought  it  unnecessary  to  use  farther  cerBnoij^j 
but  telling  his  landlord,  in  a  stern  voies,  that  he  pn*] 
mitted  no  one  to  touch  his  arms,  he  oommiMM 
him  to  leave  the  apartment.  The  old  \m 
menced  a  maundenng  sort  of  apology,  in  \ 
that  Nigel  distinctly  «pprelienaed,  was  a 

repetition  of  the  word  oonei4eration^  sncii _, 

not  seem  to  him  to  require  any  other  an^wv  duftiJ 
reiteration  of  his  command  to  nim  to  leaye  d^fplM 
ment,  upon  pain  of  worse  oonsequences.       '      I 

The  ancient  Hebe,  who  acted  asLordGlesfi^m 
cupbearer,  took  his  part  against  the  intnanol 
the  still  more  antiquated  Ganymede,  and  bsimi  « 
old  Trapbois  leaving  the  room  instantly,  nunag 
him  at  the  same  time  with  her  mistress's  diipkiiae 
if  he  remained  there  any  k)nger.  The  old  manieaBii 
more  under  petticoat  government  than  anyoth&fR 
the  threat  or  the  char- woman  produced  greater  ekt 
upon  him  than  the  more  formidable  displeaaoc  i 
Nigel.  He  withdrew  gmmbling  and  muttcTififtai 
Lord  Glenvarloch  heard  him  bar  a  large  door  tfii 
nearer  end  of  the  gallery,  which  served  as  a  diw 
betwixt  the  other  parts  of  the  extensive  maiuu^w 
the  apartment  occupied  by  his  guest,  which, iim 
reader  is  aware,  had  its  access  from  the  laadinH* 
at  the  bead  of  the  grand  staircase. 

Nigel  accepted  the  careful  sound  of  theMttjii| 
bars  as  they  were  severally  drawn  by  the  tpeBbls| 
hand  of  okl  Trapbois,  as  an  omen  that  the  aeoiorfl] 
not  mean  again  to  revisit  him  in  the  course  off 
evening,  and  heartily  rejoiced  that  he  was  at  la 
to  be  Id^  to  uninterrupted  solitude. 

The  old  woman  asked  if  there  veas  ant,    . 
be  done  fpr  his  acoommodatioh ;  and  indeed,  K I 
hitherto  seemed  as  ii  the  pleaaure  of  serving  uf 
more  properly  the  rewara  which  she  expected,! 
renewed  her  youth  and  activity.     Nigel 
have  candles,  to  have  a  f&e  lighted  in  his  a, 
and  a  few  fagots  placed  beside  it,  that  he  mild 
it  fk»m  time  to  time,  as  he  began  to  feel  the  cK 
fects  of  the  damp  and  low  situation  of  the  I 
close  at  is  was  to  the  Thames.    But  while  tisi 
woman  was  absent  upon  his  errand,  he  be^t, 
think  in  what  way  he  should  pass  the  longaoGMl 
evening  with  which  he  was  threatened. 

His  own  reflections  promised  to  Nigel  little  iffl«J 
ment,  and  less  applause.  He  had  considered  i 
own  perilous  situation  in  every  light  in  which  it  cj 
be  viewed,  and  foresaw  as  little  utility  as  comfom 
resuming  the  survey.  To  divert  the  current  of  ■ 
ideas,  books  were,  of  course,  the  readiest  w?*'23 
and  although,  like  most  of  us,  Nigel  had,  in  hisifflj 
sauntered  through  large  libraries,  and  even  west  ■ 
long  lime  there  without  greatly  disturbing  that Jes* 
ed  contents,  he  was  now  in  a  situation  where t»PjJ* 
session  of  a  volume,  even  of  very  inferior  roerfiW;; 
comes  a  real  treasure.  The  old  housewife  i<tffiw 
shortly  afterwards  with  fagots,  and  some  P^JJf 
half-burnt  wax-csndles,  trie  perquisites,  profr"" 
real  or  usurped,  of  some  experienced  gipQin  t 
chambers,  two  of  which  she  placed  in  large  * 


nofl 

B8,  m'; 


She  heard  with  interest  Lord  Glenvariooh  t  teqam 
to  have  a  book— any  sort  of  book— to  pass  ■J'"/™ 
night  withal,  and  returned  for  answen  that  she  Bn?* 
of  no  other  books  in  the  honse  than  her  Foo^g  "J 
tress's  (as  she  always  denominated  Mistrese  JJ"""} 
Trapbois)  Bible,  which  the  owner  would  not  lend;  ajj 
her  master's  Whetstone  of  Witte,  being  ««?.  *SJ" 
part  of  Arithmetic,  by  Robert  Record,  with  the  t» 
sike  Practice  and  Rule  of  Equation ;  which.pronv»jj 
volume  Nigel  declined  to  borrow.  She  pflfgJ^J:,^ 
ever,  to  bring  him  some  books  fiom  Vvxt  linaa»«» 
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•-"who  Bometimes,  eood  gentleman,  nje  a  glance 
lit  book  when  the  state  affiurs  of  Alsatia  lett  him 
MBUchleiaure." 

Niffel  embraced  the  propoial,  and  his  unwearied  Iria 
KUitTod  away  on  this  second  eihbassy.  She  returned 
dt  short  time  with  a  tattered  9uarto  volume  under 
bir  arm,  and  a  pottle  of  aack  m  her  hand;  for  the 
Diike,  judging  that  mere  reading  was  drv  work,  had 
m  me  wine  by  wav  of  sauce  to  heip  it  down, 
m  fometting  to  add  the  price  to  themommg^s  score, 
rkich  he  had  already  run  up  againat  the  stranger  in 
lie  Sanotuarr. 

"  elseitea  on  the  book,  and  did  not  reftise  the  wine, 
;  that  a  glass  or  two,  as  it  really  proved  to  be 
(Toality,  would  be  no  bad  interlude  to  his 
He  dismissed  with  ttenksand  assurance  of 
thep«or'old  drudge  who  had  been  so  zeal* 
jis  service ;  trimmed  his  fire  and  candles,  and 
IHed  the  easiest  pf  the  old  arm  chairs  in  a  con- 
■nnt  pQSfbre  betwixt  the  fire  and  the  table  at  which 
pliid  oined,  and  which  now  supported  the  measure 
if  sack  and  the  lights;  and  thus  accompanying  his 
fidies  with  such  luxuriou"  anpliances  as  were  in  his 
•wer,  he  began  to  examine  the  only  volume  with 
iMch  the  ducal  library  of  Alsatia  had  been  able  tp 
nlfhim. 

The  contents,  though  of  a  kind  generally  interest- 

twere  not  well  calculated  to  dispel  the  gloom  by 
:h  he  was  surrounded.  The  book  was  entitlesd 
IGod's  Revenge  against  Murther ;"  not,  as  the  bi- 
Maniacal  reader  may  easily  conjecture,  the  work 
nidi  Reynolds  published  under  that  imposing  name, 

Sooe  of  a  much  earlier  date,  printed  and  sold  by 
Wolfe ;  and  which,  could  a  copy  now  be  found, 
WMJ&iell  for  much  more  than  its  weight  in  gold.* 

Niplhad  soon  enough  of  the  doleiul  tales  which 
wjwok  contains,  and  attempted  one  or  two  other 
JMv  of  killing  the  evening  He  looked  out  at  win- 
M»;.but  the  night  was  ramy,  with  gusts  of  wind; 
wmsd  to  coax  the  fire,  but  the  fagots  were  green, 
p  smoked  without  burning;  ana  as  he  was  na- 
my  temperate,  he  felt  his  blood  somewhat  heated 
Moe  canary  sack  which  he  had  already  drank, 
■had  no  farther  inclinadon  to  that  pastime.  He 
■  attempted  to  compose  a  memonal  addressed 
■e  King,  in  which  he  set  forth  his  case  and  his 
■ances ;  but,  speedily  stung  with  the  idea  that  his 
plication  would  be  treated  with  scorn,  he  flung 
Facroli  into  the  fire,  and,  in  a  sort  or  despera- 
K  resumed  the  book  which  he  had  laid  aside. 
Iigel  became  more  interested  in  the  volume  at  the 
bnd  than  at  the  firet  attempt  which  he  made  to 
nse  it.  The  narratives,  strange  and  shockihg  as 
ff  were  to  iLuman  feeling,  possessed  yet  the  interest 
lorcery  or  of  fascination,  which  rivets  the  atten- 
m  by  Its  awakening  horrors.  Much  was  told  of 
I  strange  and  horrible  acts  of  blood  by  which 
Ml,  setting  nature  and  humanity  alike  at  defiancej 
B,  for  the  thffst  of  revenge^  the  lust  of  gold,  or 
•  cravings  of  irr^ilar  ambition,  broken  mto  the 
hsmacle  of  life.  Yet  more  Surprising  and  mysto- 
ns  tales  were  recounted  of  the  mode  in  which 
leh  deeds  of  bk)od  had  come  to  be  discovered  and 
venged.  Animals,  irrational  animals,  had  tbld  the 
Ret,  and  birds  of  the  air  had  carried  the  matter. 
K  elements  had  seemed  to  betray  the  deed  which 
H  polluted  them-^arth  had  ceased  to, support  the 
merer's  steps,  fire  to  warm  hia  frozen  limSsi  water 
'•afresh  his  parched  lips,  air  to  relieve  his  gasping 
In.  AIL  in  short,  bore  evidence  to  the  homicide's 
it  In  other  circumstances,  the  criminal's  own 
likened  conscience  pursiiued  and  brought  him  to 
Mee ;  and  in  some  narratives  the  grave  was  sakl 
^have  yawned,  that  the  ghost  of  the  sufierer  might 
I  for  revenge. 

ft  was  now  wearing  late  in  the  night,  and  the 
K  was  still  m  NigePs  hands,  when  the  tapestry 
KcKhung  behind  him  flapped  agamst  ths  wall,  and 
i  wind  produced  by  its  motion  waved  the  flame  or 

[OrSf  thrae  eopfM  an  known  to  oxtot  i  one  in  the  librur  at 
r,  and  twi  ' 


. two— mw  foxed  and  oroppwl,  tlM  other  tall 

m  food  oonditio»— b«th  in  the  powoation  of  m  eminent^ 
Mbor  of  the  Roihai|he  C  tb.—Sou  kg  Captaim  GtiTTTsa*^ 


the  candles  by  which  he  was  reading.  Nigel  started 
and  turned  round,  in  that  excited  and  irritated  state 
of  mind  which  arose  from  the  nature  of  his  studies, 
espeaally  at  a  period  when  a  certain  d^(ree  of  su- 

reretition  was' inculcated  as  a  point  of  rehgious  faith, 
t  was  not  without  emotion  that  he  saw  the  blood- 
less countenance,  meagre  form,  and  ghastly  aspect 
•of  old  Trapbois,  once  more  in  the  veiy  act  of  ex- 
tending his  withered  hand  towards  the  table  which 
supported  his  arms.    Convinced  by  this  untimely  ao- 

Eantion  that  something  evil  was  meditated  towards 
im^  Nigel  sprung  up,  seized  his  sword,  drew  it,  and 
placing  It  at  the  old  man*s  breast,  demanded  of  him 
what  he  did  in  his  apartment  at  so  untimely  an  hour. 
Trapbois  showed  neither  fear  nor  surprise^  and  only 
answered  by  some  imperfect  expressions,  mtimatin^ 
he  would  part  with  his  life  rather  than  with  hia 
property;  and  Lord  Glenvarlochi  strangely  embar- 
rassed, knew  not  what  to  think  of  the  mtruder's 
motives^  and  still  less  how  to  get  rid  of  him*  As  he 
again  tried  the  means  of  intimidation^  he  was  sur- 
pnsed  by  a  second  apparition  from  behind  the  tapes* 
try,  in  the  person  of  the  daughter  of  Trapbois,  bearing 
a  lamp  in  Jier  hand.  She  also  seemed  to  possess  her 
fathers  insensibility  to  danger,  for,  coming  close  to 
Nigel,  she  pushed  aside  impe.tuously  his  naked  sword, 
and  even  attempted  to  take  it  out  of  his  hand. 

"For  shame,"  she  said,  "your  sword  on  a  man  of 
eifdity  yeare  and  more !— this  the  honour  of  a  Scot- 
tish sentleman !— give  it  to  me  to  make  a  spmdle  ofl" 

"Stand  back,"  said  Nigel:  "I  mean  your  father 
no  iniury— but  I  iciU  know  what  has  caused  him  to 
prowl  this  whole  day,  and  even  at  this  late  hour  of 
nighL  around  my  arms." 

^  Your  arms!"  repeated  she:  "alasl  young  man, 
the  whole  arms  in  the  Tower  or  London  are  of  little 
value  to  him.  in  comparison  of  this  miserable  piece 
of  gold  which  I  left  this  morning  on  the  table  of  a 
young  spendthrift,  too  careless  to  put  what  belonged 
to  him  into  his'  own  purse." 

So  saying,  she  snowed  the  piece  of  gold,  which, 
still  remaining  on  the  table,  where  she  left  it,  had 
been  the  bait  that  attracted  old  Trapbois  so  fre- 
quently to  the  spot;  and  which,  even  m  the  silence 
of  the  night,  had  so  dwelt  on  his  hnaginatk>n,  that 
he  had  made  use  of  a  private  passageHong  disused, 
to  enter  his  guest's  apartment,  in  order  to  possess  him- 
self of  the  treasure  during  his  slumbera.  He  now 
exclaimed,  at  the  highest  tones  of  his  cracked  and 
feeble  voice— 

"  It  is  rnine— it  is  mine !— he  gave  it  to  me  for  a 
consideration— I  will  die  ere  I  part  with  my  pro- 
perty!" 

"It  is  indeed  his  own,  mistres&"  said  Nigel,  "and 
I  do  entreat  you  to  restore  it  to  the  person  on  whom 
I  have  bestowed  it,  and  let  me  have  my  apartment 
in  raiet" 

"I  will  account  with  you  for  it,  then,"— said  the 
maiden,  reluctandy  giving  to  her  father  the  morsel 
of  Mammon,  on  which  ne  darted  as  if  his  bony 
fingers  had  been  the  talons  of  a  hawk  seizing  its 
prey ;  and  then  making  a  contented  muttering  and 
mumbling  like  an  old  dfog  after  he  has  been  fed,  and 
just  when  he  is  wheeling  nimself  thrice  round  for  the 
purpose  of  lying  down,  ne  followed  his  daughter  be- 
hind the  tapestry,  through  a  little  aliding-door,  which 
was  perceived  when  the  hangings  were  drawn  apart. 

"This  shall  be  properly  fastened  to-morrow,"  said 
the  daughter  to  Nigel,  speaking  in  such  a  tone  that 
her  father,  dea^  and  engrossed  by  his  acquisition, 
could  not  hear  her ;  "  to-mght  I  will  continue  to  watch 
him  closely.— I  wish  you  good  repose." 

These  few  words,  pronounced  m  a  tone  of  more  ci 
vility  than  she  had  yet  made  use  of  towards  her  lodg  • 
er,  contained  a  wish  which  was  not  to  be  acoom* 
plished^  although  her  guest,  presently  after  her  depart- 
ure, retired  to  bed. 

There  was  a  slight  fover  m  NigeVs  blood,  occasion- 
ed by  the  various  events  of  the  evening,'  whidi  put 
him,  as  the  phrase  is.  beside  his  rest.  Perplexing  and 
pamful  thoughts  rolled  on  his  mind  like  a  troubled 
stream,  end  the  more  he  laboured  to  lull  himself  to 
slumber,  the  farther  he  seamed  from  attainmg  ms  oo 
jecL    He  tried  all  the  resound,  c  jmmon  mi  such  {M  ■ 
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Bee ;  kjept  coundng  fh>ra  one  to  a  thousand,  un,ti1  his 
head  waa  giddy— he  watched  the  embers  of  the  wood 
fire  till  hia  eyea  were  dazzled— he  listened  to  the  dull 
moaning  of  the  wind,  the  swinging  and  creaking  of 
signs  which  projected  from  the  nouses^  and  the  bay- 
ing of  here  and  there  a  homeless  dog^  ml  his  very  ear 
was  weary. 

Suddenly,  however,  amid  this  monotony,  came  a 
sound  which  startled  hun  at  once.  It  was  a  female 
shriek.  He  sat  up  in  his  bed  to  listen,  then  remem- 
bered he  was  in  Alsatis,  where  brawls  of  every  sort 
were  current  among  the  unnily  inhabitants.  But  an- 
other scream,  and  another,  and  another,  succeeded  so 
close,  that  he  was  certain,  though  the  noise  was  re- 
mote and  sounded  stifled,  it  must  be  in  the  same  house 
with  hnnsolf. 

Nigel  jumped  up  hastily,  put  on  a  part  of  his  clothes, 
sdzed  his  sword  and  pistols,  and  ran  to  the  door  of 
his  chamber.  Here  he  plainly  heard  the  screams  re- 
doubled, and,  as  he  thought  the  sounds  came  from 
the  usurer's  apartment.  All  access  to  the  gallery  was 
effectually  excluded  by  the  intermediate  door,  which 
the, brave  young  lord  shook  with  eager,  but  vain  im- 
patience. But  the  secret  passage  occurred  suddenly 
to  his  recollection.  He  hasten^  back  to  his  room, 
jnd  succeeded  with  some  difficulty  in  lighting  a  can- 
dle, powerfully  agfitated  by  hearing  the  cries  rej^ated, 
yet  still  more  afraid  lest  they  should  sink  into  silence. 

He  rushed  along  the  narrow  and  winding  entrance, 
soided  by  the  noise,  which  now  burst  more  wil41y  on 
fiis  ear ;  and,  while  he  descended  a  narrow  staircase 
which  terminated  the.  passage,  he  heard  the  stifled 
voices  of  men,  encouraging,  as  it  seemed,  each  other. 
— **^I>— n  her,  strike  her  down— silence  her— beat  her 
brains  out !"— while  the  voice  of  his  hostess,  though 
now  almost  exhausted,  was  repeating  the  cry  of  "  mur- 
der," and  "  help."  At  the  bottom  of  the  staircase 
was^a  small  door,  which  gavo  way  b^ore  Nigel  as  he 
precipitated  himself  upoli  the  scene  of  action,  a  cock- 
ed pistol  in  one  hand,  a  candle  in  the  other,  and  his 
.    naked  sword  under  his  arm. 

Two  ruffians  had,  with  great  difficulty,  overpower- 
^  ed,  or,  rather^were  on  the  point  of  overpowering,  the 
daughter  of  Trapbois,  whose  resistance  appeared  to 
have  been  most  desperate,  for  the  floor  was  covered 
with  fragments  of  her  clotheSi  and  handfuls  of  her 
hah-.  It  appeared  that  her  life  was  about  to  be  the 
price  of  her  defenca  for  one  villain  had  drawn  a  long 
cbsp-knife.  when  they  were  surprised  by  the  entrance 
of  Nigel,  who,  as  they  turned  towards  nim,  shot  the 
fellow  with  the  knife  dead  on  the  spot,  and  when  the 
other  advanced  to  him,  Inirled  the  candlestick  at  his 
head,  and  then  attacked  him  with  his  sword.  It  was 
dark,  save  some  pale  moonlight  from  the  window : 
and  the  ruffian,  after  firing  aj>i8tol  without  eflect,  and 
fifditing  a  traverse  or  two  with  his  sword,  lost  heart, 
made  for  the  window,  leaped  over  it,  and  escaped. 
Nigel  fired  his  remaining  pistol  after  him  at  a  venture, 
and  then  called  for  light. 

"There  is  light  in  the  kitchen/.'  answered  Martha 
IVapbois,  with  more  presence  of  mind  than  could 
have  been  expected.  '^  S  tay,  you  know  not  the  wav ; 
I  will  fetch  it  myself.— Oh !  my  father— my  poor  fa- 
ther !— I  knew  it  would  come  to  this— and  all  along 
cf  the  accursed  gold  I— They  have  kuroxbxd  him  r 
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toiid  o«r  pitythfaifs— flnatebflt  v^ 
B  miffhftoo  a  wayward  child, 
171  and  baubleg.    H»  rousli  call 


ITnlooMM  all  our  rarorita  tien  on  earth ; 

And  w«ll  iftiiey  am  anoh  aamar  be  anfw«r*d 

la  Foodar  world,  wham  all  is  judged  «f  tral7.^-0ld  FEsy. 

IT  was  a  ghastly  scene  ^rhich  opened,  upon  Martha 
Tlrapbois^s  return  with  a  light  Her  own  haggard 
and  austere  features  were  exaggerated  by  all  the  des- 
peration of  grief  fear,  and  passion— but  the  latter  was 
predominant.  On  the  floor  lay  the  body  of  the  rob- 
per,  who  had  exph^  without  a  groan,  while  his  blood, 
(lowing  plentifully,  had  crimsoned  all  around.  An- 
other body  lay  also  thera  on  which  the  unforttmate 
woman  precipitated  herself  in  agony,  for  it  was  that 
of  hor  unbappv  tather.    In  the  next  moment  she 


started  up,  ana  exclainuD«— **  There  may  be  life  yetf 
strove  to  raise  the  body.  Nigel  went  to  ber  uaH 
ance.  but  not  without  a  glance  at  the  open  window; 
which  Martha,  as  acute  as  if  undistuihed  either  Vf 
passion  or  terror,  failed  not  to  interpret  nietly. 

"Fear  not,"  she  cried,  " fear  not;  they  are  but 
cowards,  to  >whom  courage  is  as  much  unksows  u 
mercy,  if  I  had  had  weapons,  I  coukl  have  defeoded 
myself  against  them  without  assistanoe  or  protectkn. 
—Oh  I  my  poor  father  I  protection  comes  tookteibf 
this  cold  and  stifif  corpse.— He  is  dead— dead  T 

While  she  spoke,  they  were  attempting  to  reiie  tbe 
dead  body  of  the  old  iniser ;  bat  it  was  evident,  am 
fit)m  the  feeling  of  thd  inactive  weight  and  rwd  joim^ 
that  life  had  forsaken  her  station.    Nigel  joottdlir . 
a  wound,  but  saw  no^^.    The  daughter  of  the  dei 
ceased,  with  more  presence  of  mind  than  a  diqtiiw  I 
could  at  the  time  have  been  supposed  capable  oCoat- 
ing,  discovered  the  ii^strument  of  his  murder-tnl 
otecarf;  which  had  been  drawn  so  dgfafroaifka  \ 
throat,  as  to  stifle  his  cries  for  assistance  in-tkelnl 
instance,  and  afterwards  to  extinguish  life; 

She  undid  the  fatal  uoose ;  and,  layiw  tie  «ld 
man's  body  in  the  arms  of  Lord  Glenvuioefa.  dbi 
ran  for  water,  for  spirits,  for  essences,  in  thenBupi 
that  life  might  be  only  suspended.  That  hcmproiid 
indeed  vain.  She  chafed  his  temples,  raisedhalnL 
loosened  his  nightgown,  (for  it  seemed  as  if  hem 
arisen  from  bed  upon  hearing  the  en  trance  of  the  iil> 
'  '— ^  and,  finally,  opened,  mih  difficulty,  his  fiai 

unhappy  I 

anxious,  and  which  probably,  in  the  unpaired  t 
his  mental  faculties,  he  was  disposed  to  deSeaim 
as  desperate  enerigy,  as  if  its  amount  had  beeo  vat 
saiy  to  his  actualexistence. 

*^It  is  in  vain— it  is  in  vain;"  said  the  AvatSM 
desisting  from  her  fruitless  attempts  to  recall  n 
spirit  which  had  been  cflectually  dislodged,  for  ill 
neck  had  been  twisted  by  the  violence  of  the  murdi 
ers;  "  It  is  in  vain- he  is  murdered— I  alwayi  kiii 
it  would  be  thus ;  and  now  I  witness  it !" 

She  then  snatched  up  the  key  and  the  piece  of  Bl 
ney,  but  it  was  only  lo  dash  them  again  on  the  flMt^ 
as  she  exclaimed.  Accursed  be  yeooth,  forfw^tt 
the  causes  of  this  deed  1"  . 'J| 

Nigel  would  have  spoken-^would  have  uuiinifl 
her,  that  measures  should  be  instantly  taken  for  il 

5)ursuit  of  the  murderer  who  had  escaped,  as  vh|^ 
or  her  own  security  against  his  return }  but  8b«*  < 
terrupted  him  sharply.  : 

"  Be  silent,"  she  said,  "  be  aSent  Think  yoQ,*! 
thoughts  of  my  own  heart  are  not  enough  to  disBlf' 
me,  and  with  such  a  sight  as  this  before  me?  ItfK 
be  silent,*'  she  said  again,  and  in  a  yet  sterner  tat 
— "  Can  a  daughter'listen,  and  her  fst^ei's  iDurdciii 
corpse  lying  on  her  knees  V  . 

Lord  Glenvarloch.  however  overpowered  hf  tn 
energy  of  her  grief,  felt  not  the  less  the  embairaij 
ment  of  his  own  stuation.  He  had  discharged  bott 
his  pistols— the  robber  mkht  return— be  had  prohaoQ 
other  assistants  besides  the  man  who  had  fajleD,aw 
it  seemed  to  him,  indeed,  as  if  he  had  heard  a  muUtf* 
ing  beneath  the  windows.  He  explained  hae^i'' 
his  companion  the  necessity  of  procuring  anuniutfm 

*'  You  are  right,"  she  said,  somewhat  oontanjW- 
uously,  **  and  have  ventured  already  more  than  wtf 
I  exi>ected  of  man.  Go,  and  shift  for  your«eUi«vi 
that  is  your  purpose— leave  me  to  my  fate."       -* 

Without  stopping  for  needless  expostulation,  ^w 
hastened  to  Ins  own  room  through  the  secret  pi* 
age,  f\imished  niraself  with  the  ammunition  be  nog 
for,  and  returned  with  the  same  eolerity ;  w(>ndem 
himself  at  the  accuracy  wnth  which  be  acoieTed,* 
the  dark,  all  the  mcanderings  of  the  passage  wlu« 
he  had  traversed  only  once,  and  that  in  a  diodmo*" 
such  violent  a^tation. 

He  found,  on  his  return,  the  unfortunate  wop^ 
standing  like  a  statue  by  the  body  of  her  fatn*^"!^ 
she  hadlaid  straight  on  the  floor,  having  cowredw 
face  with  the  skirt  of  his  gown.  She  testified  nwm' 
surprise  nor  pleasure  at  Nigd'^i  letnm,  but  aan  » 
him  calmhr— "My  moan  is  made-mv,ww>*"*"' 
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A9  sorrow  at  least  that  man  shall  ever  have  noting 
«£  19  gone  past ;  but  I  will  have  justice,  and  the  base 
lulaio  who  murdered  this  poor  defenceless  old  man, 
vhen  he  had  not  by  the  course  of  nature,  a  tiyelve- 
iioRth'a  life  in  him,  shall  not  cumber  the  earlh  long 
ifter  him.  Stranger,  whom  heaven  has  sent  to  for- 
mrd  the  revenge  reserved  for  this  action,  g3  to  Hilde- 
biod's— there  they  are  awake  all  night  in  their  revels 
^id  hsm  come  nither~he  is  bound  hyr  his  duty,  and 
dm  not,  and  shall  not,  refuse  his  assistance,  which 
ke  knows  well  I  can  .reward.  Why  do  ye  tarry  ?'--go 
Bftantly." 

**  I  would,"  said  Nigel,  "  but  I  am  fearfiil  of  leaving 
fw  alone  1  the  villains  may  return,  and" 

**  True,  ittoet  true,"  answered  Martha,  "  he  may 
Ktorn ;  and,  though  I  care  little  for  his  murdering 
■e,  he  may  possess  himself  of  what  has  most  tempt- 
ed him.  Keep  this  key  and  this  piece  of  gold ;  the/ 
are  both  of  importance— defend  your  life  if  assailed, 
md  if  yott  kill  the  villain  I  will  make  you  rich.  I  go 
mnelf  to  call  for  aid." 

Nigel  would  have  remonstrated  with  her,  but  she 
kad  d^arte(L  and  in  a  moment  he  heard  the  house- 
door  clank  benind  her.  For  An  instant  he  thought  of 
Mbwing  her ;  but  upon  recollection  that  the  distance 
vu  but  short  betwixt  the  tavern  of  Uildebrod  and 
the  house  of  Trapbois,  he  concluded  that  she  knew 
it  better  than  be— incurred  little  danger  in  passing  it, 
md  that  he  would  do  well  in  the  meanwhile  to  re- 
miii  on  the  watch  as  she  recommended. 

It  was  no  pleasant  situation  for  one  unused  to  such 
loeRea,  to  remain  in  the  apartment  with  two  dead 
booes,  recently  those  of  livmg  and  breathing  men, 
viboMd  both,  within  the  space  of  less  than  half  an 

iunir,«frered  violent  death :  one  of  them  by  the  hand 

of  waisassin,  the  other,  whose  blood  stillcontinued 

to  dnr  from  the  wound  in  his  throat,  and  to  flood 
10  ifoand  him,  by  the  spectator's  own  deed  of  vio- 
ma,  though  of  justice.  Hie  tHmed  his  face  from 
nose  wretched  relics  of  mortality  with  a  feeling  of 
iKuet,  mingled  with  superstition;  and  he  found, 
Jm  he  had  done  so,  that  the  consciousness  of  the 
nee  of  these  ghastly  objects,  though  unseen  by 
rendered  him  more  uncomfortable  than  even 
I  he  had  his  eyes  fixed  upon,  and  reflected  by, 
cold,  staring,  lifeless  eyeballs  of  the  deceased. 

~cy  also  played  her  usual  sport  with  him.    He 

thought  he  heard  the  well-worn  damask  night- 

ot  the  deceased  usurer  rustle :  anon,  that  he 

the  slaughtered  bravo  draw  up  his  Ic^,  the  boot 

itchinc  the  floor  as  if  be  was  about  to  rise ;  and 
ilin  he  deemed  he  heard  the  footsteps  and  the  wliis- 
W  of  the  returned  rufllan  under  the  window  from 
Much  he  had  lately  escaped.  To  face  the  last  end 
i^t  real  danger,  and  to  parry  the  terrors  which  the 
luer  class  of  feeuhgs  were  like  to  impress  uuon  him, 
niKel  went  to  the  window,  and  was  much  cheered  to 
merve  the  lixht  of  several  torches  illuminating  the 
^t,  and  followed,  as  the  murmur  of  voices  denot- 
4  by  a  nuaiber  of  persons,  armed,  it  would  seem, 
mh  firelocks  and  halberds,  and  attendant  on  Hiide- 
Jiod,  who  (not  m  his  fantastic  office  of  duke,  but  in 
Qtt.whkh  he  really  possessed,  of  bailiff  of  the  liberty 
ttd  sanctuary  of  Wnitefriars)  was  on  his  way  to  in- 
ttre  into  the  crime  and  its  circumstances. 

It  was  a  strange  and  melancholy  contrast  to  see 
we.tiebauchees,  disturbed  in  the  very  depth  of  their 
Jpniffht  revel,  on  their  arrival  at  such  a  scene  as 
VI  lliey  stared  on  each  other,  and  on  the  bloody 
2^  before  them,  with  lack-lustre  eyes ;  staggered 
^  uncertain  8t€|)8  over  boards  slippery  with  blood ; 
JMir  .noisy  brawhng  voices  sunk  into  stammering 
wupcra;  and,  with  spirits  ouelled  by  what  they  saw, 
^■ne  then-  brains  were  stul  stupined  by  the  liquor 
^icb  they  had  drunk,  they'seained  like  men  walk- 
•R  in  their  sleep. 

*Otit  Hildebrod  was  an  exception  to  the  general 
2?^i^on.  That  seasoned  cask,  however  full,  was  at 
«i  times  c9;wble  of  motion,  when  there  occurred  a 
■otve  sufficiently  strong  to  set  him  a-rolling.  He 
IJBiied  mnch  shocked  at  what  he  beheld,  and  liis 
woceedlags,  in  consequence,  had  more  in  them  of 

'^Naritv  and  propriety,  than  he  might  have  been 

*l>MNa  c&pBblft  of  cauiibitzng  upon  any  occasion 


whatever.  The  daugKter  was  first  examin%«l,  and  ' 
stated,  with  wonderful  accuracy  and  distinct '^eb.^  tha 
manner  in  which  she  had  been  alarmed  W7th  a  uoise 
of  struggling  and  violence  in  her  father's  apartment, 
and  that  the  more  readily,  because  she  was  watch- 
ing him  on  account  of  some  alarm  conceminM^  his 
health.  On  her  entrance  she  had  seen  her  tather 
sinking  under  the  strength  of  two  men,  upoA  whom 
she  rushed  with  all  the  fury  she  was  capable  o£  JlS 
their  faces  were  blackened,,  and  thehr  figures  disguis- 
ed, she  could  not  pretend,  in  the  hurry  of  a  moment 
so  dreadfully  agitating,  to  distinguish  either  of  them 
as  persons  whom  she  bad  seen  before.  She  rsmem- 
bered  little  more  except  the  firing  of  shots,  until  she 
found  herself  alone  with  her  guest,  and  saw  that  the 
ruffians  had  escaped. 

Lord  Olenvarloch  told  his  story  as  we  have  given 
it  to  the  reader.  The  direct  evidence  thus  received* 
Hildebrod  examined  the  premises.  He  found  that 
the  villains  had  made  their  entrance  by  the  window 
out  of  which  the  survivor  had  made  his  escape ;  yet 
it  seemed  singular  that  they  should  have  done  so,  as 
it  was  secured  with  strong  u-on  bars^  which  old  Trap- 
bois was  in  the  habit  of  shutting  with  his  own  hand 
at  nightfall.  He  minuted  down  with  great  accuracy, 
the  state  of  every  thing  in  the  apartment,  and  ex- 
amined carefully  the  features  of  the  slain  robber.  He 
was  dressed  like  a  seaman  of  the  lowest  order,  but 
his  face  was  known  to  none  present.  Hildebrod  next 
sent  for  an  Alsatian  surgeon,  whose  vices,  undomg 
what  his  skill  might  have  done  for  him,  had  consign- 
ed him  to  the  wretched  practice  of  this  place,  lie 
made  him  examine  the  dead  bodies,  and  make  a  pro- 
per declaration  of  the  manner  in  which  the  sufferers 
seemed  to  have  come  by  their  end.  The  circumstance 
of  the  sash  did  not  escape  the  learned  judge,  and  hav- 
ing listened  to  all  that  could  be  heard  or  conjecmred 
on  the  subject,  and  collected  all  partkrulars  of  evi- 
dence which  appeared  to  bear  on  the  bloody  transac- 
tion, he  co«finianded  the  door  of  the  apartment  to  be 
locked  until  next  morning :  and  carrying  the  unfor- 
tunate daughter  of  the  murdered  man  into  the  kitchen, 
where  there  was  no  one  in  presence  but  Lord  Glen- 
varloch;  he  asked  her  gniveiy,  whether  she  suspected 
no  one  in  particular  of  having  committed  the  deed. 

"Do  you  suspect  no  one^"  answered  Martha, 
looking  flxcdiy  on  him. 

'*  Perhaps  I  may,  mistress ;  but  it  is  my  part  to  ask 
questions,  yours  to  answer  them.  Tha^  s  the  rule  of 
the  ^me. 

"  Then  I  suspect  him  who  wore  yonder  sash.  Do 
not  vou  know  whom  I  mean  ?" 

**  Why,  if  you  call  on  me  for  honours,  I  must  needs 
say  I  have  seen  Captain  Peppercull  have  one  of  such 
a  fashion,  and  ho  was  not  a  man  to  change  his  suits 
often." 

"Send  out  then,"  said  Martha,  "and  have  him 
apprehended." 

•  If  it  is  he,  he  will  be  far  by  this  time;  but  I  vill 
communicate  witli  the  higher  powers,"  answered  the 

*^ou  would  have  him  escape,"  resumed  she,  fixing 
her  eyes  on  him  sternly. 

"By  cock  and  pic,"  replied  Hildebrod,  "did  it  de- 
pend on  me,  the  murdering  cut-throat  should  hang 
as  high  as  ever  Ham  an  did— but  let  me  take  my 
time.  He  has  friends  among  us,  ffuU  vou  wot  well : 
and  all  that  should  assist  mc  are  as  drunk  as  fkidlers." 

"I  will  have  revenge— I  will  have  it,"  repeated 
she:  "and  take  heed  you  trifle  not  with  me." 

"  Trifle !  I  would  sooner  trifle  with  a  she-bear  the 
minute  after  they  had  baited  her.  I  tell  you.  mis- 
tress, be  but  patient,  and  we  will  have  him.  I  know 
all  his  haunts,  and  he  cannot  forbear  them  long: 
and  I  will  have  trap-doors  open  for  him.  You  can- 
not want  justice,  mistress,  for  you  have  the  means 
to  get  it." 

They  who  help  mc  in  my  revenge,"  said  Martha, 
"shall  snare  those  means."  * 

"Enough  said,"  replied  Hild^rod;  "and  now  I 
would  have  you  go  to  tiiy  house,  and  get  something 
hot— you  will  be  but  dreary  hero  by  youiseif.'l 

"  I  will  send  for  tlie  old  char- woman,"  replied  Mar 
tba,  "  and  we  have  the  stranger  gentiemoii,  beskles." 


THE  FORTUNES  OP  NIGEL. 


"Umph,  mnph— the  fltranser  gentleman  1"  said 
Blldebrod  to  Nigel,  whom  he  drew  a  little  apart. 
*'I  fancy  the  captain  has  made  the  stranger  gentle- 
man's fortune  when  he  was  makms  aoold  dash 
for  his  own.  I  can  tell  your  honour— I  must  not  say 
lordship— that  I  think  my  havmg  chanced  to  gave 
the  greasy  huff-and-iron  scoiuidnrsome  hint  of  what 
I  recommended  to  you  to-day,  has  put  him  on  this 
rough  game.  The  better  for  you— ypu  .will  get  the 
cash  without  the  f^er-in-law.— You  will  keep  con- 
ditions I  trust?" 

"I  wish  you  had  said  nothing  to  any  one  of  a 
scheme  so  absurd,"  said  Nigel. 

"  Absurd !— Why,  think  you  she  will  not  have  thee  7 
•  Take  her  with  the  tear  in  her  eye,  man— take  her  with 
the  tear  in  her  eye.  Let  me  hear  from  you  to-morrow. 
Good  night,  good  nighfr—a  nod  is  as  good  as  a  wink. 
I  must  to  my  ousiness  of  sealing  and  locking  up.  By 
the  way,  this  horrid  work  has  put  all  out  of  my  head- 
Here  is  a  fellow  from  Mr.  Lowcstoffe  has  been  ask* 
ing  to  see  you.  As  he  said  his  business  was  express, 
di^  Senate  only  made  him  drink  a  couple  of  flagons, 
and  he  was  just  coming  to  beat  up  your  ouarters 
when  this  breese  blew  up.— Ahey,  friend  I  there  is 
Master  Nigel  Grahame." 

A  young  man,  dressed  in  a  sreen  plush  jerkin, 
whh  a  badge  on  the  sleeve,  anonaving  the  appear- 
ance of  waterman,  approached  and  took  Nigel  aside, 
while  Duke  Hildebrod  went  from  place  to  place  to 
exercise  his  authority,  and  to  see  the  vrindows  fast- 
ened, and  the  doors  of  the  apartment  locked  up. 
The  news  communicated  by  LowestoiTe's  messenger 
were  not  the  most  pleasant,  Thev  were  intimated  in 
a  courteous  whisper  to  Nigel,  to  the  following  effect : 
—That  Master  Lowestofle  prayed  him  to  consult  his 
8nfery\by  instantly  leaving  whitefriars,  for  that  a 
warrant  from  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  had  been  issued 
out  for  apprehending  him,  and  would  be  put  in  force 
to-morrow,  by  the  assistance  of  a  party  of  mus- 
keteers, a  force  which  the  Alsatians  neither  would 
nor  dared  to  resist. 

"And  so,  squire,"  said  the  aquatic  emissary,  "my 
wherry  is  to  wait  you  at  the  Temple  Stairs  yonder,  at 
five  this  morning,  and,  if  you  would  give  the  blood- 
hounds the  slip,  why,  you  may." 

''Why  did  not  Master  Lowestoffe  write  to  mel" 
said  Nigel. 

"Alas!  thejsood  gentleman  lies  up  m  lavender  for 
It  himself,  andhas  as'  little  to  do  with  pen  and  ink 
as  if  he  were  a  parson." 

"  Did  he  send  any  token  to  me  T'  said  Nigel. 

"Token  I— ay,  marry  did  he— token  enough,  an  I 
hav^  not  forgot  it,"  said  the  fellow ;  then,  giving  a 
hoist  to  the  waistband  of  his  breeches,  henaa^—*'  Ayt 
I  have  it— you  were  to  believe  me^  because  your  name 
was  written  with  an  O.  for  Grahame.  Ay,  that  was 
it,  I  think.— Well,  shall  we  meet  in  two  hours,  when 
tide  turns,  and  go  down  the  river  like  a  twelve-oared 
'     ba«e?" 

"where  is  the  king  just  now,  knowest  thou 7" 
answered  LonI  Glenvarloch. 

"The king?  why,  he  went  down  to  Greenwich 
yesterday  by  water,  like  a  noble  sovereign  as  he  is, 
who  will  always  noat  where  he  can.  He  was  to 
have  hunted  this  week,  but  that  purpose  is  broken, 
they  say;  and  the  Prince  and  the  Duke,  and  all  of 
them  at  Greenwich,  are  as  merty  as  minnows." 

"  Well,"  replied  Nigel, "  I  will  be  ready  to  go  at  five; 
do  thou  come  hither  to  cany  n)y  baggage,"^ 

"  Ay,  ay,  master,"  replied  the  fellow,  and  lei\  the 
house,  mixing  himself  with  the  disorderly  attendants 
of  Duke  Hildebrod.  who  were  now  retiring.  That  po- 
tentate entreated  Nigel  to  make  fast  the  doors  behmd 
him,  and,  pointing  to  the  female  who  sat  by  the  ex- 
piring fire  with  her  hmbs  outstretched,  like  one  whom 
the  hand  of  Death  had  abeady  arrested,  he  whisper- 
ed, "  Mind  your  hits,  and  mind  your  bargain,  or  I  will 
C4tt  your  bow-strins  for  you  before  you  can  draw  it." 

Feeling  deeply  tne  ineffable  brutality  which  could 
recommend  tne  prosecuting  such  views  over  a  wretch 
in  such  a  condition.  Lord  Glenvarloch  yet  command- 
ed his  temner  so  far  as  to  receive  the  advice  in  silence, 
and  attend  to  the  former  part  of  it.  by  barring  the 
^tfor  carefully  behind  Duke  Hildebrod  and  his  suitsk 


with  the  tadt  hope  that  he  shonld  never  anin  set  «■ 
hear  of  them.  He  then  returned  to  the  utehen,  ■ 
which  the  unhappy  woman  remained,  her  hands  mxm 


ha  endeavoured  to  awaken  her  to  existence  by  ewaf 
means  in  his  ^wer,  and  at  length  qjpanenily  si 
T,  and  attracting  ber  i 


ceeded  m  dispelling  her  si 
tention.    H^  then  explr  '" 


to  her  that  he  was  in  tli» 


act  of  leaving  Whitefriars  m  a  f^w  hours— that  Ha 
future  destination  was  uncertain,  but  that  he  deami 
anxiously  to  know  whether  he  could  oontrilrate  loher 
protection  by  apprizing  any;  friend  of  her  aitiniba,  at 
otherwise.  With  some  difficulty  she  seemed  is  ocai- 
prehend  his  meaning,  and  thanked  him  wiih  her 
usual  short  ungracious  manner.  "  He  m^^  ncaik 
well"  she  saidT  "but  he  ought  to  know  that  tea*- 
seraole  had  no  friends." 

Nigel  said,  "He  would  not  wHlinsli^beimportmMi^ 
but,  as  he  was  about  to  leave  the  Fnaxs'* She  in- 
terrupted him— 

"  You  are  about  to  leave  the  Friars  1  I  wiU  go  wkk 
you." 

"Yon  go  with  mel"  exclaimed  Lord  Glenvaiiadfau 

"  YeSf'^^she  sakl,  "  I  will  persuade  my  fiither  to Isssa 
this  murdering  den."  But,  as  she  spoke,  the  ■■• 
peifect  recollection  of  what  had  passed  crowded  em 
her  mind.  She  hid  her  face  in  hm  handik  and  honi 
out  into  a  dreadful  fit  of  sobs,  moans,  and  lamoHa- 
tions,  which  terminated  m  hysterics,  vk>lent  iaiw- 
portion  to  the  uncommon  strength  of  her  boi^ad 
mind. 

,  Lord  Glenvarioch,  shocked,  confiised,  and  imur 
rienced*  was  about  to  leave  the  house  in  qneat  of  shA- 
cal,  or  at  least  female  assistance;  but  the  pi  * 
when  the  paroxysm  had  somewhat  speni  its 
held  him  fast  by  the  sleeve  with  one  hand,  cv. 

her  fac^  with  the  oth^,, while  a  copious  flood  of ^ 

came  to  relieve  the  emotions  of  gridf  by  which  she  W 
been  so  violently  agitated. 

"  Do  not  leave  roe,"  she  said—"  do  not  leave  « 
and  call  no  one.  I  nave  never  been  in  this  way  k^- 
fore^  and  would  not  now."  she  sakl,  sittuis  uprn^, 
and  wiping  her  eyes  with  her  apron,—"  wooJd  Ml' 
now— but  that— but  that  he  loved  me,  if  he  loved  M»' 
thing  else  that  was  humaft— To  die  so^  and  by  adh 
hands  I" 

And  again  the  unhappy  woman  gave  way  to  a 
oxysm  m  sorrow,  mingling  her  tears  with  aol  * 
waiUng,  and  all  the  ahandonment  of  female 
when  at  its  utmost  height.  At  length,  she 
recovered  the  austerity  of  her  natural  cumDoson^ai 
mainuined  it  as  if  by  a  forcible  exertion  orresolaMiw 
repelling,  as  she  spoke,  the  repeated  retama  ct  ika 
hysterical  afiection,  by  such  an  efibrt  as  that  by  whidb 
epileptic  patients  are  known  to  suq)end  tlie  ree« 
rence  of  theff  fits.  Yet  her  mind,  however  resohedL 
could  not  so  absolutely  overcome  the  affection  of  her 
nerves^  but  that  she  was  sgitated  by  ationg  fits 
trembling,  which,  for  a  minute  or  two  at  a  time,  ' 
hole  frame  in  a  manner  frightful  to 


her  wh ^ .... 

Nigel  foigot  his  own  situation,  and,  uideed,  ewy 
thing  else,  in  the  interest  insphea  by  the  unhappy  w»> 
man  before  him— an  interest  which  aflected  apMad 
spirit  the  more  deeply,  that  she  hersdf^  with  sotws 
pendent  highness  of  mind,  seoned  detenrnned  to  o«a 
as  little  as  possible  either  to  the  humanity  or  the  vi^ 
of  others. 

"  I  am  not  wont  to  he  m  this  way,'*  she  ssiL** 
"but— but— Nature  wiU  have  power  over  the  frailBr 
ings  it  has  made.  Over  you,  sir^  I  have  some  rigfaU 
for,  without  you  I  had  not  survived  this  awfril  ndAm 
I  wish  your  aid  had  been  either  earlier  or  latu  lat 
you  have  saved  my  life,  and  you  are  bound  to  aaait 
m  makuig  it  endurable  to  mer' 

"  If  you  will  show  me  how  it  is  possible^"  answer- 
ed Nigel. 

"You  are  goin^  hence,  you  aay,  instantly— cany 
me  with  yoy'  said  the  unhappy  woman,  "  By  my 
own  efTortk  I  shall  never  escape  from  this  wildernsss 
of  guilt  and  misery." 

'*  Alas  I  what  can  I  do  for  you?"  replied  NioeL— 
"  Hy  own  wVi  and  I  must  not  deriaia  Ma  tt,  istds 
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me,  in  all  prolbAbllitT,  to  t  dnneflon.  I  might,  indeed, 
mnsport  yon  from  nenee  with  me^  if  yon  oouki  after- 
wards bestow  youraetf  with  any  fnend.*' 

**  Friend !"  she  exdaimed— "  I  have  no  friend— they 
hare  long  anoe  diacaided  us.  A  spectre  arising  ftom 
the  dead  were  more  welcome  than  I  should  be  at  the 
doors  of  those  who  have  disclaimed  us ;  and,  if  they 
were  willing  to  restore  theii  friendship  to  me  now,  I 
would  despise  it,  because  they  withdrew  it  from  him 
—from  him"— (here  she  underwent  strong  but  si»- 
pressed  agitation,  and  then  added  firmlyV—  from  hvm 
who  lies  yonder.— I  have  no  friend.**  Here  shenaus- 
ed;  and  then  suddenly,  asifrecollecthighersell,  add- 
ed, **  I  have  no  friend,  but  I  have  that  will  nurchase 
Many— I  have  that  which  will  purchase  both  friends 
and  avengere.— It  is  well  thought  of;  I  nsust  not 
eave  it  for  a  prey  to  cheats  and  ruffians.— Stranger, 
you  must  retam  to  yonder  room.  Pass  through  It 
boldtr  to  his— that  is,  to  the  sleepmg  apartment ; 
purti  the  bedstead  ae^  $  beneath  each  of  me  posts  is 
I  brass  plate,  as  if  to  support  the  weii^ht,  birt  it  is  that 
tipon  the  left,  nearest  to  the  wall,  which  must  serve 
your  turn— press  the  comer  of  the  plate,  and  it  will 
ipring  up  and  show  a  keyhole^  which  this  key  will 
open.  YOU  will  then  lifl  a  concealed  trap-door,  and 
in  a  cavity  of  the  floor  you  will  discover  a  small  chest 
ftinjK  it  hither  1^  it  shall  accompcmy  our  journey,  and 
it  wiU  be  hard  tf  the  contents  cannot  purchaao  me  a 
pliee  of  refuse.*'  ..,..,      . 

'*But  the  door  comnnnucadng  with  thekitehen  has 
been  locked  by  these  people,**  said  Nigel. 

"True,  I  had  Ibrgol;  they  had  their  reasons  for 
lh«L  douDtless,^*  answered  she.  "  But  the  secret  pass- 
ta»«om  vour  apartment  is  open,  and  you  may  g» 
lint  way." 

hoii  GHenvarloch  took  the  key,  and,  as  he  lighted 
ikmp  to  show  him  the  way,  she  read  in  his  coimte- 
JIIDC8  some  unwillingness  to  the  task  imposed. 

"You  fearl**  she  said— "there  is  no  eausei  the 
mnrderer  and  his  victim  are  both  at  rest  Take  cou- 
rage, I  will  go  with  you  myself— you  cannot  know  the 
mck  of  the  springi  and  the  chest  w&l  be  too  heavy 
hr  yon." 

**  N"©  ffear,  no  fear,**  answered  Lord  Glonvarloch, 
ithanied  of  (he  construction  she  put  upon  a  moment- 
Ify  hesitadon.  arising  fWim  a  dislike  to  look  upon 
tnat  is  horrible,  often  connected  with  those  high- 
arroueht  minds  which  are  the  last  to  fear  what  is 
Jnerciy dangerous— "I  will  do  your  errand  as  you  de- 
Are;  But  for  you,  you  must  not— cannot  go  yonder.** 
.  *•  I  can— I  will,"  she  said.  *'I  am  composed.  You 
diaJI  see  that  I  am  so.*'  She  toofk  from  the  table  a 
pieceof  unfinished  sewing- work,  and,  with  steadiness 
and  composure,  passed  a  silken  thread  into  the  eye 
of  a  fine  needle.— *^Could  I  have  done  that,"  she  said, 
<rith  a  smile  yet  more  ghastly  than  her  previous  look 
of  fixed  despRir,  '^had  not  mv  heart  and  hand  been 
both  stcadyT' 

She  then  led  the  way  rapidly  up  staira  to  NigePs 
ehamber,  and  proceeded  throuch  the  secret  passage 
with  the  same  naste,  as  if  ^e  nad  feared  her  resolu- 
tion might  have  failed  her  ere  her  purpose  was  exe- 
cuted. At  the  bottom  of  the  stnhv  she  paused  a  mo- 
ment before  entering  the  fatal  apartment,  then  hur- 
tled through  with  a  rapid  st^  to  the  sleeping  chamber 
beyond,  followed  closely  by  Lord  Glcnvarloch,  whose 
reiuctanre  to  approach  the  sceneof  butchery  was  al- 
to$yether  lost  in  the  anxiety  which  he  felt  on  account 
of  the  survivor  of  the  tragedy. 

Her  first  action  was  to  pufl  aside  the  cin-tains  of 
jier  father's  bed.  The  bed-  clothes  were  thrown  asnde 
in  confusion,  doahtless  in  the  ivnion  of  his  starting 
from  sleep  to  oppose  the  entrance  of  the  villains  into 
0ie  next  apartment  The  hard  mattress  scarcely 
•howed  the  flight  pre^snre  wher^  the  emaciated  body 
of  the  old  miser  had  been  deposited.  His  dauqihrcr 
nnk  beside  the  bed,  cUsned  ner  hand&  and  prayed 
to  Heaven,  in  a  short  and  affecting  manner,  for  sup- 
port in  her  affliction,  and  for  vengeance  on  the  ,vil- 
I«n8  who  had  made  her  fatherless.  A  low-mnttcred 
and  still  more  briejhjetition  recommended  to  Heaven 
thes^ul  of  the  sufferer,  and  invoked  pardon  for  his 
ains,  m  virtus  of  the  great  Christian  atonement. 
This  doty  «f  piety  performed,  she  signed  to  Nigel  to 


akl  her  I  and,  hafuiff  pusoed  adds  the  bmty  bed- 
stead, they  saw  the  brass  plate  which  Martha  had 
descnbed.  She  pressed  the  spting,  and,  at  onoe,  tha 
plate  startmg  up,  showed  the  keyhole,  ard  a  Isikb 
iron  HnK  used  in  lifting  the  trap-door,  which,  when 
raised,  displayed  the  strong-box,  or  small  chest,  sliui 
had  mentioned,  and  which  proved  mdeed  so  very 
wei^ty,  that  it  might  ocrhaps  have  bean  searooly 
possible  for  Nigel,  though  a  very  atrong  man,  to  ha^ 
raised  it  without  assistance. 

Having  replaced  every  thing  as  they  had  Ibund  it, 
Nigel,  with  such  help  as  his  oompamon  was  able  to 
afford,  assumed  his  load,  and  made  a  shift  to  canr  k 
mto  the  next  apartment,  where  lay  the  miserable 
owner,  insensible  to  sounds  and  circumstances,  whiek, 
if  any  thing  could  have  broken  his  k>og  last  alnmber, 
would  certainly  have  done  so. 

His  onfortunate  daughter  went  up  lo  his  body,  and 
had  even  the  courage  to  remove  the  sheet  which  had 
been  deeently  disposed  over  it  She  put  her  hand  on 
the  heart,  but  there  was  no  throb-~hekj  a  fimther  to 
the  lips,  but  there  was  no  motk)n-^en  kissed  witli 
deep  reverence  the  starling  veins  of  the  pale  forehead, 
find  then  the  emaciated  hand. 

"  I  would  you  could  hear  me^**  she  said,—**  Father! 
I  would  you  eoutd  hear  me  swear,  that,  it  I  now  save 
what  you  most  valued  on  earth,  it  isoBly  to  aeeiat  me 
in  obtaining  vengeance  for  your  death  r 

She  replaced  the  covering,  and,  without  a  tear,  h 
sigh,  or  an  additional  word  of  any  kind,  renewed  ner 
efforts^  until  they  conveyed  the  strong-box  betwixt 
them  mto  Lord  Glenvarloch^s  sleeping  apartment* 
**It  must  pass,**  she  said,  "as  part  of  your  baggage. 
I  will  be  in  readiness  so  soon  as  the  waterman  calls.** 

She  retired:  and  Lord  Glenvarloch.  who  saw  the 
hour  of  their  departure  approach,  tore  down  a  part  of 
the  old  hanging  to  make  a  covering,  whkh  hecordel 
upon  the  trunk,  lest  the  pecuUaritv  of  its  shape,  and 
the  care  with  which  it  was  banded  and  counterband- 
ed  with  bars  of  steel,  mijght  afford  snspicions  reepect- 
ing  the  treasure  which  it  contained.  Having  taken 
this  measure  of  precaution,  he  changed  the  rascally 
disguise,  which^  he  had  .assumed  on  entering  IVhite* 
friars,  into  a  suit  becoming  his  quality,  and  then,  un- 
able to  sleep,  though  exhausted  with  the  events  of  the 
night,  he  threw  himself  on  his  bed  to  tfwait  the  sum* 
mens  of  the  waterman. 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 
OiT«  m  ffood  voyaf*.  fBntK»  itream-^iraitM  aot 
Thr  Mber  ear  witii  ■owid*  of  mvalry ; 
W«ke  not  iIm  •lambmnc  Mhoc*  of  ihr  bnnkf 
With  To'M  of  ButcBod  hnrn— we  do  but  ieck 
On  thobfTNid  p«th«ra7  of  thrtwcllinc  boaom 
To  fftido  m  Mieat  nftty.-73to  D6iM»  BrUaL 

Grav,  or  rather  yellow  h>ht,  was  beginning  to 
twinkle  througli  the  fogs  of  Whitefriars,  when  a  low 
tap  at  the  door  of  the  unhappy  miser  announced  to 
Lord  Glenvarloch  the  summons  of  the  boatman. 
He  found  at  the  door  the  man  whom  he  had  seen  the 
night  before,  with  a  companion. 

"Come,  come,  master,  let  us  get  afloat**  said  one 
of  them,  m  a  rough  impressive  whisper,  "time  and 
tide  wait  for  no  man.** 

"Tliev  shall  not  wait  for  me,*'  said  Lord  Ghinvar* 
loch:  "out  I  have  some  things  to  carry  with  me.'*" 

"  Ay,  ay— no  man  will  take  a  pair  of  oars  now,  Jack- 
unless  he  means  to  load  the  wherry  like  a  six-hdrse 
wagon.  When  thev  don't  want  to  shift  the  whole 
kitt,  they  take  a  scoller,  and  be  d— d  lo  tiiem.-^ome^ 
come,  where  be  your  rattle-traps?'* 

One  of  the  men  was  soon  sufficiently  loaded,  hi  hit 
own  estimation  at  least,  with  Lord  Glenvartoch'i 
mail  and  its  accompaniments,  wiih  which  burden  be 
began  to  trudge  towards  the  Temple  Stans.  Hm 
comrade,  who  seemed  the  principal,  began  to  handle 
the  trunk  which  contained  the  miser  s  treasure^  b^it 
pitched  it  down  again  in  an  instant  declaring,  with  i 
great  oath,  that  it  was  as  reasonable  to  expect  a  man 
to  carry  Pftul*8  on  his  back.  The  daughter  of  Trap* 
hois,  who  had  by  this  time  joined  them^  muffled  up  \t$ 
a  long  dark  hood  and  mantle,  exclaimed  to  T«ord 
Glenvarloch— "Let  them  leave  if  if  they  wiD-lc4 
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th«m  leave  it  sll ;  let  ift  bat  lesoape  from  ihia  horrible 
place." 

We  have  meDtioned  elaewherai  that  Nigel  wae  a 
fery  athletic  youn^  man.  and,  impelled  by  a  strong 
feermg  of  compaaaion  and  indi£aationi  he  showed  hia 
tMxlily  atrenath  singularly  on  this  occasion,  by  aetxiog 
on  the  ponaeroua  strong-box,  and,  by  means  of  the 
rope  he  had  east  around  it,  throwing  it  on  his  ahool- 
4iera,  and  marching reaolately  forward  under  a  weight, 
which  would  have  sunk  to  the  earth  three  young  gaU 
lanta,  at  the  least,  of  our  degenerateday.  The  water- 
man ibUowed  him  in  amasement.  cabling  out,  'Why. 
tnasier,  master,  you  might  as  well  gie  me  t'other  end 
■on*t  !'*  and  anon  oflerea  his  assistance  to  support  it  m 
some  degree  behind,  which  after  the  first  minute  or 
two  Nigd  was  fain  to  accept.  His  strength  was  al« 
most  exhausted. when  he  reached  the  wherry,  which 
was  lying  ai  the  Temple  Stairs  according  to  appoint- 
ment ;  and,  when  he  pitched  the  trunk  mto  it,  the 
weight  sank  the  bow  of  the  boat  so  low  in  the  water 
as  welhilgh  to  overset  it.      ,  . ,    , 

"  We  shall  have  as  hard  a  fiire  of  it,"  said  the 
waterman  to  his  conipasion,  "as  if  we  were  Carrying 
over  an  honest  bankrupt  with  all  bis  secreted  ,gooas 
—Ho,  ho  I  good  woman,  what  are  you  stepping  in 
for?— omr  gunwale  lies  deep  enough  in  the  water 
without  live  lumber  to  booL" 

•*  This  person  comes  wfth  me,"  «aid  Lord  Glenvar- 
Jooh  {  "  she  is  for  the  present  uniei  my  protection.'* 

'*  Come,  come,  master,"  rejoined  thj  fellow.  "  that 
is  out  of  my  commiesion.  T ou  mus^  not  douole  my 
freight  on  me— she  may  go  by  land— and,  as  Ibr  pro- 
tection, her  face  will  protect  her  from  Berwick  to  the 
Land's  End."  .       . 

"  You  wiU  not  except  at  my  doubling  the  loa^^ing 
if  I  double  the  fare  V*  said  Nigel,  detenuined  on  no 
account  to  relinquish  the  protection  of  this  unhappy 
woman,  for  whicn  he  had  already  devised  some  sort 
of  plan,  likely  now  to  be  baffled  by  the  characteristic 
rudeness  of  the  Thames  watermen. 

"Ay,  by  (I—,  but  I  will  except,  though  "  said  the 
fellow  with  the  green  plush  jacketi  "I  will  overload 
my  wherry  nather  for  love  nor  monev— I  love  my 
boat  as  well  as  my  wife,  and  a  thought  oetter." 

"  Nay.  nay,  comrade."  saki  his  mat&  "  that  is 
epeaking  no  kiie  waitor  lan^age.  For  double  fare 
we  are  bound  to  row  a  witch  m  her  eggshell  if  she 
bid  us ;  and  so  pull  away,  Jack,  and  let  us  have  no 
more  prating." 

They  got  into  the  stream-way  accordingly,  and, 
althoui^h  hca^Iy  laden,  began  to  move  down  the 
river  with  reaaonable  speed. 

The  lighter  vessels  which  passed,  overtook,  or 
crossed  them,  in  their  course,  failed  not  to  assail  them . 
with  the  boisterous  raillery,  which  was  then  called 
water- wit ;  for  which  the  extreme  plainness  of  Mis- 
tress Martha's  features^  contrasted  with  the  youih. 
handsome  figure,  and  good  looks  of  Nigel,  furnished 
the  principal  topics;  while  the  circumstance  of  the 
boi^t  being  somewhat  overloaded,  did.  not  escape  their 
notice.  They  were  hailed  successively,  as  a  srocer's 
wife  upon  a  party  of  pleasure  with  her  eldest  ap- 
prentice-'«B  an  old  woman  carrying  her  grandson  to 
school— and  as  a  young  strapping  Irishman,  con- 
veying an  ancient  maiden  to  Dr.  Rigmarole's  at  Red- 
riite,  who  buckles  beggars  for  a  tcstor  and  a  dram  of 
Geneva.  All  this  abuse  was  retorted  in  a  similar 
strain  of  humour  by  Green-jacket  and  his  compa- 
nion, who  maintained  the  war  of  wit  with  the  sao»e 
alacrity  with  which  they  were  assailed. 

Meanwhile^  Lord  Glenvarloch  asked  his  desolate 
companion  11  she  had  thought  on  any  place  where 
«he  could  remain  in  safety  with  her  nroperty.  She 
eonfessed  in  more  detail  than  formerly,  that  her  fa- 
her's character  had  left  her  no  friends  ^and  that,  from 
he  time  he  had  betaken  himself  to  Whitefriars,  to 
eacape  certain  legal  conseauences  of  his  ea^r  pur- 
suit of  gain,  she  had  lived  a  life  of  total  seclusion ;  not 
associating  virith  the  society  which  the  place  aflbraed, 
and,  by  her*  residence  ther&  as  well  as  her  father's 
ppsimony,  effectually  cut  off  from  all  other  company. 
What  she  now  wished,  was.  in  tlie  first  place,  to  ob- 
tain the  shelter  of  a  decent  lodging,  and  the  counte- 
iianee  of  honest  people,  however  low  in  lifo^  until  she 


should  obtain  legal  «4MeB  as  to  the  inode  oC  Qbi» 
ing  justice  on  her  fathers  muiderer.  SIm  had  9 
hesitation  to  charge  the  gult  upon  Colepei>per,({e«i> 
monly  called  PeppereuU,)  whom  she  knew  toWa 
capable  of  any  act  o(  trsacherous  eruelty,  ••  heap 
cowardly,  where  actual  manhood  was  nssini  f 
had  been  strongly  suspected  of  two  robbene«bA% 
one  of  which  was  ootmled  with  an  atrocioos  noift 
He  had,  she  intimated,  made  pretensonstolwrkfl 
as  the  easiest  and  safest  way  of  obtaining  poiMii 
of  her  father's  wealth ;  and,  on  her^refiisiag  hiid 
dresses^. if  they  oouM  be  termed  so.  in  the  mos^ 
tive  terms,  he  had  thrown  out  auch  obscure 
vengeance,  as^  joiqed  with  some  iropeifect  l_ 
upon  the  house,  had  kept  her  in  frequent  alano, 
on  her  lather's  account  and  her  own. 

Nigel,  but  that  his  feeling  of  respectful  ^ 
the  uafortunato  woman  forbade  him  to  do  so, 
here  have  communicated  a  circumstance 

tive  of  her  suspicions,  which  had  already 

his  own  mind.  He  recollected  the  hint  that  old! 
debrod  threw  forth  on  thepreceding  iught,tkiii 
communieatwn  betwixt  hunself  and  Cokpe 
hastooed  the  catastrophe.  As  this  comiiiL 
related  to  the  plan  which  Hildebiod  had  beeo  pi  ^ 
to  form,  of  promoting  a  marriaee  betwixt  Niwi 
self  and  the  rich  heinMs  of  Trapoois,  the  fear  of  j 
an  opportunity  not  to  be  regained,  together  -~ 
mean  malignity  of  a  low-bred  rufnan  disa 

a  fhvourite  soheme^  was  most  hkely  to  ii 

bravo  to  the  deed  of  violence  which  had  beet 
mitted.    The  reflection  that  his  own  nunei 
some  degree  implicated  with  the  causes  of  dui 
rid  tragedy,  doubled  Lojd  Glenvarloch's  ai 
behalf  of  the  victim  whom  he  had  rescued, 
the  same  time  he  formed  the  tacit  rasolutioa, 
so>>u  as  his  own  affairs  w^  put  upon  some! 
he  would  contribute  all  in  his  power  towanhi 
veetkaiif^n  of  this  bloody  affair. 

After  aboertaining  from  his  companioD 
oould  form  no  better  plan  of  her  own,  h( 
mended  to  her  to  take  up  her  lod^g  for  t^ 
the  house  of  his  oitl  lanrtlord,  Christie  the 
dler,  at  Paul's  Wharf;  describing  tha 
honesty  of  that  worthy  couple^  and  e_^    . . 
hopes  that  they  wouki  reoeivc  her  intontf 
house,  or  reoomme!:d  her  at  bmst  to  thA^' 
pn-son  for  whom  they  would  be  respo^iAi^lc,  ' 
should  have  time  to  enter  upon  other 
for  heraelf. 

The  poor  woman  » received  advice  so  gitli 
her  in  her  desolate  condition,  with  ao  exr~^ 
thanks,  brief  indeed,  but  deeper  than  any  »•••• 
yet  extracted  from  the  austenty  of  her  natural 
sition. 

Lord  Glenvarloch  then  proceeded  to  mfbnn  _  . 
that  certain  reasons,  connected  with  his  puaMi 
ty,  called  him  immediately  to  Greenwich,  aiRh  < 
fore,  it  would  not  be  in  his  power  to  aooom^ 
to  Christie' A  house,  which  he  would  otherM 
done  with  pleasure;  but  (earing  a  leaf  from  m 
he  wrote  on  it  a  few  lin£^  addressed  to  ms,  if 
as  a  man  of  honesty  and  hunianity,  in  which 
Bcribed  the  bearer  as  a  person  who  stood  in  « 
necessity  of  temporary  protection  and  eoud  i 
for  which  her  circumstances  enabled  her  to 
ample  acknowledgment.  He  therefore  rei| 
John  Christie,  as  his  old  and  good  friend,  to 
her  the  shelter  of  his  roof  for  a  abort  time;  or, 
might  not  be  oeaaistent  w^ith  his  eonvems 
least  to  direct  her  to  a  propor  lodgmg-Hudf 
he  imposed  on  him  the  additional,  and  sot 
more  difficult  commission,  to  recommend  bar 
counsel  and  services  of  an  honest,  at  least  a  nt 
and  skilful  attorney,  for  the  transacting  aoo 
business  of  importanca  This  note  he  .aw 
with  his  real  name,  and,  delivering  it  to  hJBjm 
who  received  it  with  another  deepfy  uttered  I 
you,"  which  spoke  the  sterling  n^^ngs  of  s«' 
tudc  bettor  than  a  thouaand  combined  pM 
commanded  the  waterman  to  pull  m  wt 
Whart  which  they  were  now  approacbiD&^ 

''  We  have  not  time,"  said  Greeiwackct;  t 
not  be  shopping  every  ioatant." 
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Bb^  upon  NM  iiMistinic  vpon  h»  oommandi  be- 
ing obeyed,  and  adding,  that  it  waa  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  the  lady  ashore,  ike  ivatennan  declared  he 
wouldrather  have  her  room  than  her  company^  and 

fat  the  wherry  alongside  of  the  wharf  accordingly. 
Care  two  of  the  porters,  who  ply  in  such  places,  were 
easily  induced  to  undertake  the  chai{;e  of  the  ponder- 
ous strong-box,  and  at  the  same  tune  to  guide  the 
owner  to  the  well-known  mansion  of  John  Chiistie, 
w'th  whom  all  who  lived  in  that  neii^bourfaoodwere 
perfectly  acquainted. 

Ilie  ooat,  much  lightened  of  its  load,  went  down 
Jie  Thames  at  a  rate  increased  in  proportion.  But 
we  must  forbear  to  pursue  her  in  Tier  voyage  for  a 
few  minutes,  since  we  have  previously  to  mention  the 
issue  of  Lord  Glenvarloch^s  recommendation. 

Mistress  Martha  Trapbois  reached  the  shop  in  per- 
fect safety,  and  was  about  to  enter  it,  when  a  sicken- 
ing sense  of  the  uncertainty  of  her  situation,  and  of 
toB  stnguiarly  painful  task  of  telling  her  story,  came 


o^tar  her  so  stronglj^  that  she  paused  a  moment  at  the 
VDfy  threshold  of  ner  proposed  place  of  reftige^  to 
think  in  what  manner  she  could  best^  second  the  re- 


commendation of  the  fnend  whom  Providence  had 
laised  up  to  her.    Had  she  possessed  that  knowledge 
of  tlie  world,  from  which  her  habits  of  life  had  com- 
pletely excluded  her,  she  might  have  known  that  the 
uige  sum  of  money  which  she  brought  along  with 
hff,  might,  judiciously  managed,  have  been  a  pass- 
port to  her  into  the  mansions  of  nobles,  and  thepslaces 
of  princes.    But,  however  conscious  of  its  general 
power,  which  assumes  so  manv  forms  and  complex- 
loaSs  she  was  so  inexperiencea  as  to  be  most  unne- 
,   eesMrily  afraid  that  the  means  by  which  the  wealth 
f-   had%sen  ao^uir^,  might  excfaide  its  inheritrix  from 
didut  even  m  the  house  of  an  humble  tradesman. 

Wlufe  she  thus  dehiyed,  a  more  reasonable  cause 
Ar  hesitation  arose,  in  a  considerable  noise  and  alter- 
Gidon  within  the  houses  which  grew  louder  and  louder 
M  the  disputants  issued  forth  upon  the  street  or  lane 
before  the  door. 

The  first  who  entered  upon  tlie  scene  was  a  tall 
nw-boned,  hard-favoured  man,  who  stalked  out  of 
tbe  shop  hastily,  with  a^t  like  that  of  a  Spaniard  in 
•  passion,  who,  disdainmg  to  add  speed  to  his  loco- 
Wtion  by  ranning,  only  condescenuau  in  the  utmost 
ctfremit/of  his  angry  haste,  to  add  length  to  his 
ttida.  He  faced  about,  so  soon  as  he  was  out  of  the 
Jbuse,  upon  his  pursuer,  a  decent-looking,  elderly, 
jwin  tradesman— no  other  than  John  Chnstie  him- 
geU^  the  owner  of  the  shop  and  tenement,  by  whom 
Is  seemed  to  be  followed,  and  who  was  in  a  state  of 
isitatlon  more  than  is  usually  expressed  by  such  a 
p&son. 

'*  I'll  hear  no  more  on't,**  said  the  personage  who 
int  appeared  on  the  scene.—'*  Sir.  I  will  near  no 
on  it.    Besides  being;  a  most  false  and  impudent 


fi^ncDt,  as  I  can  testify— it  is  ScandaalumMagnaa-' 
UoHf  m^Scandaalum  Mdgnaatum^^*  he  reiterated 
vitb  a  broad  accentuation  of  the  first  vowel,  well 
known  in  the  colleges  of  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow, 
which  wo  can  only  express  in  print  by  doubling  the 
aud  first  of  letters  and  of  vowels,  ana  which  would 
have  cheered  the  cockles  of  the  reigning  monarch  had 
he  been  within  hearing,— as  he  was  a  severer  stickler 
4os  what  he  deemed  the  genuine  pronunciation  of  the 
Boman  tongue,  than  for  any  of  the  roval  preroga- 
tives, for  which  he  was  at  times  disposed  to  msist  so 
Mienuously  in  his  speeches  to  Parliament. 

**  I  car^  not  an  ounce  of  rotten  cheese,"  said  John 

Chnstie  m  reply,  "  what  you  call  it— but  it  is  tbu»  j 

aad  I  am  a  free  Englishman,  and  have  right  to  speak 

:  ifae  truth  in  my  own  concerns;  and  your  master  is 

\  fatle  better  than  a  villain,  and  you  are  no  more  than 

:   I  swaggering  coxcomb,  whose  head  I  will  presently 

keak,  as  I  nave  known^  it  well  broken  before  on 

%hter  occasion." 

And,  so  saying,  he  flourished  the  naring-shovel 
vfaich  usually  made  clean  the  steps  of  his  little  shop, 
•nd  which  he  had  caught  up  as  the  readiest  weapon 
of  working  his  foeman  damage,  and  advanced  there- 
with upon  him.  The  cautious  Scot  (for  such  our 
leaders  must  already  have  pronounced  him,  from  his 
langiiagff  anfl  pedantry)  drew  back  as  the  enraged 


ship-chandler  appra^died,  butm  a  surly  manner,  and 
bearing  his  hand  on  his  sword-fatlt  rather  in  theactof 
one  who  was  losing  habitual  forbearance  and  caution 
of  deportment,  than  as  alarmed  by  the  attack  of  an 
antagonist  inferior  to  himself  m  youth,  strength,  and 
weapons. 

"Bide  back."  he  said,  "Maister  Christie-I  say 
bide  back,  and  consult  your  safety,  man.  I  have 
evited  striking  you  m  yourain  house  under  muckls 
provocation,  because  I  am  ignorant  hdw  the  laws 
here  may  pronounce  respecting  burglary  and  hame^ 
sudken.  and  such  matters;  and,  besides,  I  would  not 
wilhng^y  hurt  ye,  man,  e'en  on  the  causeway,  that  is 
free  to  us  baith,  because  I  mind  your  kindness  of  lang 
syne,  and  partly  consider  ye  as  a  poor  deceived  crea- 
ture. But  deil  d*~n  roe,  sir,  and  I  am  not  wont  to 
swear,  but  if  you  touch  my  Scotch  shoother  with 
that  shule  of  yours,  I  will  make  six  mches  of  my  An- 
drew Ferrara  deevilish  intimate  with  your  gutti 
neighbour." 

And  therewithal,  thongh  still  retreating  from  ths 
brandished  shovel,  he  made  one  third  of  the  basket- 
hilted  broadsword  which  he  wore^  visible  from  ths 
sheath.  The  Mrrath  of  John  Chnstie  was  abated, 
either  by  his  natural  temperance  of  disposition.  ^ 
perhaps  in  part  by  the  gfimmer  of  cold  steel,  whidi 
flashed  on  mm  from  his  adversary's  last  action. 

*'  I  would  do  well  to  cry  clubs  on  thee,  and  have 
thee  ducked  at  the  whar^"  he  said  groididing  his 
shovel,  however,  at  the  same  time.  ^  for  a  paltry 
swaggerer,  that  would  draw  thy  bit  of  iron  there  on 
an  honest  chizen  before  his  own  door;  but  get  thoe 
gone,  and  reckon  on  a  salt  eel  for  thy  supper,  if  thou 
sbouidst  ever  come  near  my  house  again,  j  wish  it 
had  been  at  the  bottom  ot  me  Thames  when  it  first 

Save  the  use  of  its  roof  to  smooth-fkced,  oily-tongued| 
onble-minded  Scots  thieves!" 

**  It*s  an  ill  bird  that  fouls  its  own  nest,"  replied 
his  adversary,  not  perhaps  the  lesrbold  that  he  saw 
matters  were  taking  the  turn  of  a  pacific  debate ;  "and 
9i  pity  it  is  that  a  kmdly  Scot  should  ever  have  mar- 
ried m  foreign  parts,  and  given  life  to  a  purse-proud, 
pudding-headed,  fat-eutted,  lean-brainea  Southron, 
een  such  as  you.  Maister  Christie.  But  fare  ye 
well— fere  ye  well  for  ever  and  a  day  j  and^if  you  quar- 
rel wi'a  Scot  again,  man%  say  as  mickle  ill  o'  hirosdl 
as  ye  like^  but  say  nane  of  his  patron  or  of  his  country- 
men, or  It  will  scarce  be  your  flat  cap  that  will  keep 

»ur  lang  lugs  from  the  sharp  abridgment  of  a  High- 

~iwhiiu»rman." 
And,  if  you  continue  your  msolenoe  to  me  before 
my  own  door,  were  it  but  two  minutes  longer,"  re- 
torted John  Christie,  "  I  will  call  the  constabl&and 
make  your  Scottish  ankles  acquainted  with  an  JBog- 
lishpav  of  stocks  r' 

So  saying,  he  turned  to  retire  into  his  shop  with 
some  show  of  victory ;  for  his  enemy,  whatever  might 
be  his  innate  valour,  manifested  no  deshe  to  dnve 
matters  to  extremity—conscious,  perhaps,.that  what- 
ever advantage  he  might  gain  in  single  combat  with 
John  Christie,  would  be  more  than  overbalanced  by 
incurring  an  affair  vrith  the  constituted  authorities  of 
Old  England,  not  at  that  thne  apt  to  be  particularly 
fevouraote  to  their  new  fellow-subjects,  in  the  various 
successive  broils  which  were  then  constantly  taking 
place  between  the  individuals  of  two  proud  nations, 
who  still  retained  a  stronger  sense  of  their  national 
animosity  during  centuries,  than  of  their  late  umon 
for  a  few  years  under  the  government  of  the  same 
prince. 

Mrs.  Martha  Trapbois  had  dwelt  too  long  in  Alsatia, 
tcr  be  either  surprised  or  terrified  at  the  altercatkm 
she  had  witnessed.  Indeed,  she  only  wondered  that 
the  debate  did  not  end  in  some  of  those  acts  of  violence 
by  which  they  were  usually  terminated  in  the  Sanc- 
tuary. Ab  the  disputants  separated  from  each  other, 
she,  who  had  no  idea  that  the  cause  of  the  quarrel 
was  more  deeply  rooted  than  in  the  daily  scenes  of 
the  same  nature  which  she  had  heard  of  or  witasssed, 
did  not  hesitate  to  stop  Master  Christie  in  his  return  to 
his  shop,  and  present  to  him  the  letter  which  Lord 
Glenvarloch  had  given  to  her.  Had  she  been  better 
ac(9uainted  with  life  and  its  business,  she  would  oer* 
toinly  have  waited  for  a  more  temperate  noment ;  and 
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A»  had  reason  to  npent  of  her  precipitation,  when, 
without  saying  a  single  wonl,  or  taking  the  trouble  to 
gather  more  of  the  imormation  contamed  in  the  let- 
ter than  was  enreseed  in  the  subscription,  the  mcen- 
aed  ship-chandler  threw  it  down  on  the  ground, 
txamplea  it  in  high  disdain,  and,  without  addressing 
a  smgle  word  to  the  bearer,  ezcept|  indeed,  something 
inncn  more  like  a  hearty  curse  than  was  perfectly 
consistent  ndth  his  own  grave  appearance,  he  retirod 
into  his  shop  and  shut  the  hatch-door. 

It  was  with  the  most  meipressible  angtiish  that  the 
dMolat&  friendless,  and  unhappy  female»  thus  behehl 
her  sole  hope  of  succour,  countenance,  and  protection. 
Vanish  at  once,  without  being  able  to  conceiTe  a  rea- 
ion ;  for  to  do  her  justice,  the  idea  that  her  fiiend, 
whom  she  knew  by  the  name  of  Nigel  Grahame.  had 
imposed  on  her,  a  solution  which  might  readily  have 
occurred  t3  many  in  her  situaibn.  never  once  entered 
'her  mind.  Although  it  was  not  her  temper  easily  to 
band  her  mind  to  entteaty,  she  could  not  help  ex- 
dainung  after  the  ireflil  and  retreating  ship-ohandler, 
— **  Good  Master,  near  me  out  a  moment  1  for  mer- 
cy's sake,  for  honest/s  sakeT 

"Mercy  and  honesty  from  him,  mistress  I"  said  the 
Scot,  who,  though  he  essayed  not  to  interrupt  the  re- 
treat of  his  antagonist,  still  kept  stout  possession  of 
the  field  of  action,—*'  ye  might  as  weel  expect  brandy 
from  bean-stalks,  or  milk  from  a  craig  of  olue  whun- 
Btaoe.    The  man  is  mad,  horn  mad,  to  boot." 

**I  must  have  mistaken  the  person  to  whom  the 
tetter  was  addressed,  then  ;'*  and,  as  she  spokei  Mis- 
tress Martha  Trapbois  was  in  the  act  of  stooping  to 
lift  thepaper  which  had  been  so  uncourteously  receiv- 
ed. Her  compamon,  with  natural  civility,  anticipated 
her  purpose ;  but,  what  was  not  quite  so  much  m  eti- 
auette^  ne  took  a  sly  glance  at  it  as  he  was  about  to 
hand  it  to  her,  and  miB  eye  having  caught  the  sub- 
scription, he  said,  with  surprise, "  Glenvanoch— Nigel 
Olifaunt  of  Glenvarloch  I  Do  you  know  the  Lord 
Gtenvarloch,  mistress  T' 

'*  I  know  not  of  whom  too  speak,"  said  Mrs.  Mar- 
tha, peevishly.  *'  I  had  that  paper  from  one  Master 
N&lGram.*' 

"^Niael  Grahame !— nmph.— O,  ay,  very  tme— I  had 
foigot,^  said  the  Scotsman.  *'  A  tall,  well-set  young 
man,  about  my  height  \  bright  blue  eyes  like  a  hawk's ; 
a  pleasant  speech,  something  leanmg  to  the  kindly 
north-country  aocentuatkin,  hut  not  much,  in  respect 

ofhis  having:  been  resident  abroad  f    ... 

_  "All  this  IS  true-^d  what  of  it  allT  said  the 
r  of  the  miser. 


_-air  of  my  complexion  1" 
"Tours  is  ted,"  replied  she. 
**I  pray  you,  peaces"  said  the  Scotsman. 


ggping  to  say— of  my  comdexion,  but  with,  a  deeper 
ihaoe  of  the  chestnut.  Weel,  mistress,  if  I  have 
gnessed  the  man  aright,  he  ito  one  with  whom  I  am, 


and  have  been,  intimate  and  famillar,-7nay,  I  may  tru- 
ly sav  I  have  done  him  much  service  m  my  tune,  and 
may  live  to  do  him  more.  I  had  indeed  a  sincere  good- 
t^I  fbr  him,  and  I  doubt  he  has  been  mudi  at  a  loss 
since  we  parted ;  but  the  fiiult  is  not  mine.  Where- 
fi>ie,  as  this  letter  will  not  avail  vou  with  him  to  whom 
it  is  directed,  you  may  believe  that  Heaven  hath  sent 
H  to  me,  who  have  a  speoal  regard  for  the  writer— I 
have,  besides,  as  much  mercy  and  honesty  within  me 
as  man  can  weel  make  his  bread  with,  and  am  wil- 
ling to  aid  any  distressed  creature,  that  is  my  fHend's 
friend,  with  my  counsel,  and  otherwise,  so  that  I  am 
not  put  to  much  diaraes,  being  in  a  stian^  country, 
like  ajioor  Iamb  that  nas  wandered  from  its  ain  na- 
Itve  hirsel,  and  leaves  a  tait  of  its  woo'  in  every  d— d 
Southron  bramble  that  comes  across  it."  While  he 
spoke  thus,  he  read  the  contents  of  the  letter,  without 
waiting  for  permission,  and  tjien  continued,— "  And 
■0  this  IS  all  that  you  are  wantmg,  my  dove  1  nothing 
more  than  safe  and  honourable  lodffng,  and  susten- 
Imoe,  upon  your  own  charges  7" 

**  Nothing  more^'  sakl  she.  '*  If  you  are  a  man  and 
t  Christian,  you  will  help  me  to  what  I  need  so  much." 

"A  man  I  am,"  replied  the  formal  Caledonian, 
**  eren  aic  as  ye  see  me ;  and  a  Christian  I  may  call 
myself;  th 'Migh  unworthy,  and  though  I  have  heard 
kttte  tmre  doctrine  since  I  came  himer-a'  poUnted 


whh  men's  dev]oe9--aBem  f  Weel,  and  if  ye  bean 
honest  woman,"  (here  he  peeped  under  her  mnfOff.) 
**  as  an  honest  woman  yef  seem  likely  to  be-thooo, 
let  me  tell  you,  they  are  a  kind  of.  cattle  not  nm 
in  the  streets  of  thiiB  city  as  I  would  desiie  tban--I 
was  ahnost  strangled  with  my  own  band  by  twaiam- 
pallians,  wha  wanted  yestreen,  nae  farther  suie,  to 
harie  me  into  a  chanee-nouse— however,  if  yetiet de- 
cent honest  woman,^  (here  he  took  another  peep  it 
features  certsinly  bearing  no  beauty  which  coqmbi- 
fer  suspicion,)  "  as  decent  and  honest  ye  seem  isk 
why,  rwin  advise  you  to  a  decent  house,  WIurmi 
will  get  douce,  quiet  entertainment,  on  reaammi 
terms,  and  the  occasional  benefit  of  my  own  caiifl«l 
and  direction— that  is^  from  time  to  time^  asmfoia 
avocations  may  permit" 

"  May  Lveuture  to  accept  of  stfch  an  oflkftoni 
stranger  r' said  Mardia,  with  natural  heatatioB. 

"Iroth,  I  see  nothing  to  hinder  you,  mistreat"  is- 
plied  the  bonny  Scot ;  ye  can  but  see  theplie^  ad 
do  after  as  ye  think  best.  Besides,  we  are  ne  aMh 
strangers,  neither ;  for  I  know  your  friend  v^P^ 
it's  like,  know  mine,  whilk  knowledge^  on  enher 
hand,  is  a  medium  of  communication  betwean,  rreki  . 
as  the  middle  of  the  string  connecteth  ititvtodi 
or  extremities.  But  I  will  enlarge  on  this  fi&rtheru 
we  pass  along,  gin  ye  list  to  bid  your  twa  lazy  km 
of  porters  there  lift  up  your  little  kiat  bfiyreea  m 
whilk  a  true  Scotsman  might  carry  under  hk  an. 
Let  me  tell  you,  mistress^  ye  will  soon  make  ata« 
pock-end  of  it  in  Lon'on,  if  you  hire  twn  knaTcatadi 
the  work  of  ane." 

So  saying,  he  led  the  way,  follovied  byMiili> 
Martha  Trapbois^  whose  singular  destiny,  tboapt  - 
had  heaped  Her  with  wealth,  had  left  her,  for  wt» 
ment,  no  wiser  counsellor,  or  more  distinjguiaiMfia-  i 
lector,  than  honest  Bichie  Moniplies,  a  discaii)tD«f-  ^ 
ling-man. 

CHAPTER  XXVn. 
Thift  way  1m  Mftty  and  a  nra  ntraat ; 
Yonder  lie  dancer,  fhame,  and  imniiihmeat 
Moat  waleono  danter  then^-Nay,  let  me  laf . 
Tluraffh  apoke  wiUi  awellinf  heart— weleoaw  ata  *«f 
And  weloome  fumiahnieQl^fbr,  call  ne  ffailty, 
I  do  but  pay  ttie  tax  Uiat'a  dve  to  juatioa ; 
And  call  mefttiltleM,  then  thatr     ' 
ladiametolhoeei  ' 


tolhoeealonewbodoHifliclit-naJIrM*   V; 
Wb  left  Lord  Glenvarloch,  to  whose  ioitaDeiir  f 
story  chiefly  atuches  itself,  glidmg  swiftly  dotrav  - 
Thames.    Be  was  not,  as  the  reader  maykan^  t 
served,  very  affable  in  his  disposition,  or  apt  lo^  » 
into  conversatk>n  with  those  mto  whose  comptfT"  ^ 
was  casually  thrown.    This  was,  indeed,  an  imt*  * 
his  conduct,  arising  less  fW>m  pnde,  thobgh  of  «t . 
fteEng  we  do  hot  pretend  to  excufRSte  him,  thao  Ima  • 
a  sort  of  bashful  reluctance  to  mix  m  the  ooota*-^ 
tion  of  those  with  whom  he  was  not  ftoiliar.  J[gf 
a  fault  only  to  be  cured  by  experience  and  ko^wWgi 
of  the  world,  which  soon  teaches  every  sensblew^ 
acute  person  the  imponant  lesson,  that  amuaoam  < 
and,  what  is  of  more  consequence,  that  infbrngB" 
and  increase  of  knowledge,  are  to  be  denred  WJ  * 
the  conversation  of  every  individual  wnaterar,  ■» 
whom  he  is  thrown  into  a  natural  tram  of*3!i 
nication.    For  ourselves,  we  can  assure  the  wgj 
—and  perhaps  if  we  have  ever  been  able  lo  aW" 
hhn  amusement,  it  is  owing  m  a  great  degree  id"" 
cause—that  we  never  found  ourwives  in  .wuPj 
with  the  stupidest  of  all  possible  compamosaja 
post-chaisot  or  with  the  most  arrant  cumber-cg 
that  ever  occupied  a  place  ui  the  mail-ooacfa,.wiflP 
finding,  that,  m  the  course  of  our  converaanosjg 
him,  we  had  some  ideas  suggested  to  us,  eitMr  0"^ 
or  gay,  or  some  informstion  communicated  njj 
course  of  our  journey,  which  we  should  have  gp» 
ted  not  to  have  learned,  and  which  we  shejwy J"! 
ry  to  have  immediatdy  flatten.    But  1V«b!  w 
somewhat  immured  within  the  Bastdea  bianwjj' 
some  philosopher  (Tom  Paine,  we  think)  hMDijR 
enough  expressed  that  sort  of  shyness  whioi  diw» 
dignified  situations  are  apt  to  be  beset  ^^rri  i 
from  not  exactly  knowing  how  fiar,  or  witni««j  i 
they  ought  to  be  familiar,  than  from  any  rasi  n^ 
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of  aristocnitic  pride.  Besides  |he  immedi^ite  uressure 
of  our  adventurer's  own  Bfnurs  was  sucsh  as  excla- 
■v^  to  engross  his  attention. 

He  sat,  therefore,  wra^t  in  his  doak,  in  th^  stem 
of  the  boat,  with  his  mind  entirely  bent  upon  the 
probable  imue  of  the  interview  with  his  SoTereij^i* 
which  it  was  his  purpose  to  seek;  for  which  abstrac- 
tion of  mind  he  may  be  fully  justified,  although,  per- 
haps, by  questioning  the  watermen  who  were  trans- 
potting  him  down  the  riVer,  he  might  have  discovered 
matters  of  high  concernment  to  him. 

At  any  rate,  Nigel  remained  silent  till  the  wherry 
•pproacned  the  town  of  Qreenwich,  when  he  com- 
manded the  men  to  put  in  for  the  nearest  landing- 
place,  as  it  was  his  purpose  to  go  ashore  there,  and 
dismiss  them  fixim  farther  attendance. 

"That  is  not  possible,"  said  the  feUowwith  the 
green  jacket,  who,  as  we  have  already  said,  seemed 
to  take  on  himself  the  charge  of  pilotage.  **  We  must 
0>,"he  continued,  **to  Ghnvesend,  where  a  Scottish 
vessel,  which  dropt  down  the  riyer  last  tide  for  the 
very  parpose,  lies  with  her  anchor  a-peak,  waiting  to 
carry  yoa  to  your  own  dear  northern  country.  Your 
hammock  is  slung,  and  all  is  ready  for  you,  and  yoo 
talk  of  Koing  ashore  at  Oreenwicn,  as  seriously  as  if 
nch  a  Uung  were  possible!" 

"I  see  no  impossibility,"  said  Nigel,  *'in  yourland- 
iag  me  where  1  desire  to  be  landed ;  but  very  little 
UMsibility  of  your  carrying  me  any  where  I  am  not 
destroasofgoing.'* 

"Why,  whether  do  you  manage  the  whe^ry^  or  we, 

■aster  T*  asked  Green-jacket,  in  a  tone  betwixt  jest 

ni  earnest ;  "  I  take  it  she  will  go  the  way  we  row 

ho." 

^Af,"  retorted  Nigel,  "but  I  take  it  yon  will  row 

krev  the  course  I  direct  you.  otherwise  your  chance 

aTpiyment  is  but  a  poor  one.^' 

"Suppose  we  are  content  to  risk  that,"  said  the  un- 
dnnted  waterman,  "  I  wish  to  know  how  you,  who 


alk  so  biff— I  mean  no  offence,  master,  but  you  do 
big— would  help  yourself  in  such  a  easel*' 


talk  I 


"  Simply  thus,"  answered  Lord  Glenvarloch— "  You 
Mw  me.  an  hour  since,  bring  down  to  the  boat  a  trunk 
that  neither  of  you  could  mt  If  we  are  to  contest 
As  destination  of  our  voyage,  the  same  strength 
vhich  tossed  that  chest  into  the  wherry,  will  suffice 
to  fling  you  out  of  it;  wherefore,  before  we  b^n  the 
fniffle,  I  pray  you  to  remember,  that,  whither  Iwould 
^  there  I  wifl  oblige  you  to  carry  me." 

**  Gramercy  for  your  kindness,"  said  Green-jacket: 
"and  now  mark  me  in  return.  My  comrade  and  I 
•re  two  mei»— and  you,  were  you  as  stout  as  George- 
a-Green,  can  pass  but  for  one ;  and  two^on  will  al- 
bw,  are  more  than  a  match  for  one.  You  mistake 
m  your  reckoning,  my  friend." 

*^  It  is  you  who  mistake^'  answered  Nigel,  who  be- 
nn  to  Ktow  warm ;  "  it  is  I  who  am  three  to  two, 
arrah— 1  carry  two  men's  lives  at  my  girdle." 

So  saying,  he  opened  his  cloak  and  showed  the  two 
aistols  which  he  had  disposed  at  his  girdle.  Green- 
jacket  was  unmoved  at  the  display. 

"  I  have  got,"  said  he, "  a  pair  of  barkers  that  will 

match  yours,"  and  be  showed  that  he  also  was  armed 

vithpistols;  "  so  you  may  begin  as  soon  as  you  list" 

"Tncn,"  said  Lord  Glenvanoch,  drawing  forth  and 

socking  a  pistol,  "  the  sooner  the  better.  Take  notice, 

I  hold  you  as  a  ruffian,  who  have  declared  you  will 

pot  force  on  my  person ;  and  that  I  will  shoot  you 

trough  the  head  if  you  do  not  instantly  put  me  ashore 

at  Gkeenwich." 

The  other  waterman,  alarmed  at  Nigel's  gestm^ 

,  ky  upon  his  oar ;  but  Green-jacket  replied  coolly— 

,   *Look  you,  master,  1  should  not  care  a  tester  to  ven- 

'•  tare  a  life  widi  you  on  this  matter;  but  the  truth  is, 

I  am  employed  to  do  you  good,  and  not  to  do  you 

•arm." 

"  By  whom  are  you  employed  7"  said  the  Lord  Glen- 
tirloch  5  "or  who  dare  concern  themselves  in  me,  or 
JCf  tfTairs,  without  my  authority?" 

**  As  to  that,"  answered  the  waterman,  in  the  same 
tone  of  indifference,  "I  shall  not  show  my  commis- 
■ion.  For  myself,  I  care  not,  as  I  said,  whether  you 
land  at  Greenwich  to  get  yourself  hanged,  or  go  down 
to  ^t  aboard  the  Royal  Thistle^  to  make  your  escape 


to  your  own  oountiT;  ^on  vHU  be  equaUy  out  of  ipy 
reach  either  way.  But  it  is  ftir  to  put  tbe  choice  be- 
fore you." 

**  My  choice  is  made,"  said  Nigel  "  I  have  told  y<m 
thrioe  already  it  is  my  pleasure  to  be  landed  at  Gkeen- 
wich." 

"  Write  it  on  a  piece  of  paper,"  said  the  waterman, 
"that  such  is  your  positive  will :  I  must  have  some- 
thing to  show  to  my  employers,  that  the  transgr^askw 
of  their  orders  lies  with  yourself,  not  with  me." 

"I  choose  to  hold  this  trinket  in  my  hand  ibrtlM 
present,"  said  Ni^l,  showing  his  pistol,  "  md  wHI 
write  you  the  aoqaittance  when  I  go  ashore  * 

"  I  would  not  go  ashore  with  you  for  s  hundfsd 
pieces."  said  the  waterman.  "Ill  luck  hai  ever  at> 
tended  ydu^  except  in  small  gaming  {  do  me  fair  ja»> 
tioe,  and  give  me  the  testimony  I  desire.  )  f  you  am 
afraid  of  foikl  pUy  while  you  write  it,  you  may  hold 
my  pistols,  if  you  will."  iie  offered  the  weapons  to 
Nigel  aecordingly,  vrha  while  they  were  under  hii 
control,  and  all  possibility  of  his  being  taken  at  ad- 
vantage was  excluded,  no  longer  hesitated  to  mve  the 
waterman  an  acknowledgment,  in  the  fbUovrinir 
terms  ^- 

"  Jack  m  the  Green,  with  his  mate,  belonging  to 
the  wherry  called  the  Jolly  Raven,  have  done  their 
duty  faithfully  by  me,  landing  me  at  Greenwich  by  my 
express  command )  and  being  themselves  willing  and 
demons  to  carry  me-on  boaitl  the  Royal  Thistle^  pr^ 
eently  lying  at  Gravesend."  Having  finished  this  ac* 
knowled^ent,  which  he  signed  with  the  letters,  N. 
O.  O.  as  mdicating  his  name  and  title,  he  again  !»•  • 
quested  to  know  of  the  waterman,  to  whom  he  dei^" 
vered  it.  the  name  of  his  employers. 

"  Sir,*'  replied  Jack  in  the  Green, "  I  have  respeoted 
your  secret,  do  not  you  seek  to  pry  into  mine.  It 
would  do  you  no  goon  to  know  for  whom  I  am  taking 
this  present  trouble;  and,  to  be  brief;  you  shall  not 
know  it— and,  if  you  will  fight  in  the  quarrel,  as  yon 
said  even  now,  the  sooner  we  begin  the  better.  Only 
this  you  may  be  cock-sure  of  that  we  designed  yott 
no  harm,  and  that,  if  you  fhO  into  any,  it  will  be  of 
your  own  wilful  seeking."  As  he  spoke,  they  an- 
preached  the  landing-place,  where  Ni^l  instandy 
jumped  ashore.  The  waterman  placed  his  small  mail- 
trunk  on  the  stairs,  observing  that  there  were  v\uitf 
of  spare  hands  about  to  carry  it  where  he  would. 

'^  We  part  friends,  I  hope,  my  lads,"  said  the  young 
nobleman,  ofiering  at  the  same  time  a  piece  of  money 
more  than  double  the  usual  fare,  to  the  boatmen. 

"We  part  as  we  met,"  answered  Green-|ackeC| 
"  and,  for  your  money,  I  am  paid  sufficiently  with  thi« 
bit  of  paper.  Only,  if  you  owe  me  any  love  for  the  cast 
I  have  given  yon,  I  pray  you  not  to  dive  so  deep  into 
the  pockets  of  the  next  apprentiQe  that  yoa  find  fbol 
enough  to  play  the  cavalier.— And  you,  you  i      * 

ine,''  said  he  to  his  companion,  who  still 


swme,"  said  he  to  his  companion,  who  still  had  a 
longing  eye  fixed  on  the  money  v^icn  Nisei  continued 
to  offer,  "push  o^  or,  if  I  take  ar  stretcher  m  hand, 
I'll  break  tne  knave's  pate  of  thee."  The  fellow  push- 
ed ofl^  as  he  was  conunandftd,  but  still  could  not  help 
muttering,  "This  was  entirelv  out  of  watsrman'i 
rules." 

Glenvarloch,  thongfa  vrithout  the  devotion  of  tfao 
"  injured  Thales"  of  the  moralist,  to  the  memory  of 
that  great  princess,  had  now  attamed 

**  The  hallo wM  toU  which  faTO  Elia  birth,'* 

whose  halls  were  now  less  respectably  occupied  by 
her  successor.  It  was  not,  as  has  been  well  shown 
by  a  late  author,  that  James  was  void  either  of  parts 
or  of  good  intentions:  and  his  predecessor  was  at 
least  as  arbitrary  in  effect  as  he  was  in  theory.  But, 
while  Elizabeth  possessed  a  sternness  of  masculine 
sense  and  determination  which  rendered  even  her 
weaknesses,  some  of  which  were  in  themselves  suffi- 
ciently ridiculous  in  a  certain  degree  respectable^ 
James,  on  the  other  hand,  was  so  utteriy  devoid  oi 
"  firm  resolve,"  so  well  called  by  the  Scottish  bard, 
"  The  ttallc  of  o«rlo>h0mp  in  mao," 

that  even  his  virtues  and  his  good  meaning  becant 
laughable,  from  the  whimsical  uncertainty  of  his 
conduct ;  so  that  the  wisest  things  he  ever  said,  ani 
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thabest  actiona  he  ever  did.  were  often  touched  with 
a  strain  of  the  ludicrous  and  fidgety  character  of  the 
man.  AQoordinKlyi  though  at  duierept  periods  of  his 
reign  he  contrived  to  acquire  wiUi  his  people  a  certain 
'degree  of  temporary  popularity,  it  never  long  outlived 
the  occanon  which  produced  it ;  so  true  it  i&  that  the 
mass  of  mankind  will  respect  a  monarch  stained 
with  actual  guilt,  more  than  one  whose  foibles  ren- 
dtar  him  only  ridiculous. 
To*  return  from  thlb  di^ssion,  Lord  Glenvarloch 

Xreceivei  as  Green-jacket  had  assured  him,  the 
of  an  idle  bargeman  to  transport  his  baggage 
where  is  listed }  but  that  10^0  was  a  question  of 
momeo  sry  doubt  At  length,  recollecting  the  ne- 
cessity hat  his  hair  and  beard  should  be  properly 
arrangeii  before  he  attempted  to  enter  the  royal  pre- 
sence, ai  d  desirous,  at  the  same  time,  of  ootiuning 
some  iol  vmation  of  the  motions  of  the  Sovereign 
and  of  the  Court,  he  desired  to  be  guided  to  the  next 
barber's  shop,  which  we  have  already,  mention^  as 
tha  place  where  news  of  every  kind  circled  and  cen- 
tred. He  was  speedily  shown  the  way  to  such  an 
emporium  of  intelligeno&  and  soon  found  he  was 
likely  to  hear  all  he  desired  to  know,  and  much  more, 
y/rbile  his  head  was  subjected  to  the  art  of  a  nimble 
tonsor,  the  glibness  of  whose  tonfme  kept  pace  with 
the  nimbleness  of  his  fingers,  while  he  ran  on,  without 
stint  or  stop,  in  the  following  excurave  manner  :— 

**The  Court  here,  master?— yes,  master— much 
to  the  advantage  of  trade— good  custom  stirring.  His 
BCajestyJoves  Greenwich— hunts  every  mormng  in 
the  Peril— all  decent  persons  admitted  that  have  tiie 
entries  of  the  Palace— no  rabble— frightened  the 
King's  horse  with  their  hallooing,  the  uncombed 
dives.— Yes,  sir,  the  beard  more  peaked  1  Yes,  mas- 
ter, so  it  if  worn.  I  know  the  last  cut— dress  several 
oftheoourtiers— one  valet-of-the-chamber,  two  pages 
of  the  body,  the  derk  of  the  kitchen,  three  runnmg 
footmen,  two  dog-bovs,  and  an  honourable  Scottish 
knight,  Sir  Munko  Malgrowler.*' 

''Malaep'owther,  I  suppose  1"  said  Ni^l,  thrusting 
m  bis  conjectural  emendation,  with  infimte  difficulty, 
betwixt  two  clauses  of  the  barber's  text. 

"  Yes,  sir-Malcrowder,,  sir.  as  you  say,  sir— hard 
l^mes  the  Scots  have,  sir,  for  an  English  mouth. 
Sir  Munko  is  a  handsome  person,  sir— perhaps  you 
know  him— bating  the  loss  of  his  fingers,  and  me 
lameness  of  his  leg,  and  the  length  of  hjs  chin.  Sir, 
it  takes  me  one  mmute,  twelve  seconds,  more  time 
to  trim  that  chin  of  his,  than  any  chin  that  I  know 
in  the  town  of  Greenwich,  sir.  But  he  is  a  very 
oomely  gentleman,  for  all  that ;  and  a  pleasant— a 
vary  pleasant  gentleman,  sir— and  a  good-humoured, 
saving  that  he  is  so  deaf  he  can  never  hear  good  of 
any  one,  and  so  wise,  that  he  can  never  believe  it; 
but  he  is  a  very  good-natured  gentleman  for  kil  that, 
eixcept  when  one  speaks  too  low,  or  when  a  hair 
turns  awry.— Did  I  groze^  you,  sir  7  We  shall  put  it 
to  rights  in  a  moment,  with  one  drop  of  styptic— my 
atyptic,  or  rather  my  wife's,  sir— She  mokes  the  water 
herself. .  One  drop  of  the  styptic,  sir,  and  a  bit  of 
black  taffeta  patch,  just  big  enough  to  be  the  saddle 
to  a  flea.  sir-^Yes,  sir,  rather  improves  than  other- 
wise. The  Prince  had  a  patch  the  .other  day,  and  so 
had  the  Duke ;  and,  if  you  will  believe  me,  there  are 
seventeen  yarns  three  quarters  of  blark  taffeta  al- 
ready cut  into  patches  for  the  courtiers."  ^ 

"  But  Sir  Mungo  Malagrowther  1"  again  interject- 
od  Nigel,  with  diifnculty. 

'*  Af^  ay,  sir— Sir  Munko,  as  you  say ;  a  pleasant, 
good*numoured  gentleman  as  evei^-To  be  spoken 
with,  did  you  say  1  O  ay,  easily  to  be  spoken  withal, 
that  is,  as  easily  as  his  infirmity  will  permit.  He  will 
presently,  unless  some  one  hath  asked  him  forth  to 
breakfast,  be  taking  his  bone  of  broiled  beef  at  my 
neighbour  Ned  Kilderkin's  yonder,  removed  from 
aver  the  way.  Ned  keeps  an  eating-house,  sir,  fa- 
mous for  pork-griskins :  but  Sir  Munko  cannot  abide 
pork,  no  more  than  the  King's  most  Sacred  Majesty,* 

*  Tlie  ScoUi,  tin  within  the  Ituit  Mneratlon,  disliked  swine's 
*  fleih  as  an  article  or  food  m  much  as  the  Highlanders  do  at 
pruaenL  It  was  ratnarkcd  as  extraordinary  rapacity,  when  tho 
Border  depred«^r«  condescended  to  make  prey  of  the  accorMd 
"•m^  whom  the  fiend  made  his  habitation.  Ben  Jonson,  in 
snwing  JanKM's  cbantctw,  ntys,  he  loved  "  no  part  of  a  swiae.*' 


nor  my  Lord  Duke  of  Lennox,  nor  Lord  Dalgamo^ 
—nay,  I  am  sure,  su-,  if  I  touched  you  thia  tjjna  it 
was  your  fault,  not  mine.— But  a  single  drop  of  ins 
stjptic,  another  little  patch  that  would  make  a 
doublet  for  a  flea,  just  unde^  the  left  moustache;  it 
will  become  ^u  when  you  smile,  sir,  as  well  u  t 
dimples  and  if  you  would  salute  your  lair  miatrBSs-' 
but  I  beg  pardon,  you  are  a  grave  gentleman,  voy 
grave  to  be  so  young. — Hope  Inave  given  no  oflenoa 
it  ia  my  duty  to  entertain  customers— mv  duty,  sir. 
and  my  pleasuroT-Sir  Munko  Malcrowther  T—yei, 
air,  I  dare  say  he  is  at  this  moment  in  Ned's  estog' 
houses  for  few  folks  ask  hhn  out,  now  t<oni  HuBt« 
inglen  is  gone  fo  London.  You  will  get  toadied 
a^ain— ye&  sii^-there  you  shall  find  him  with  his  can 
of  single  ale,  stirred  with  a  sprig  of  rosemar>',  for  be 
never  drinks  strong  potations,  sir,  unieaa  to  oUjp 
Lord  Hun  tinglen— take  heed,  sir— or  any  other  ser- 
son  who  asks  him  forth  to  breakfast— but  suigk  Mcr 
he  always  drinks  at  Ned's,  with  his  broiled  hose  sf 
beef  or  mutton— or,  it  may  b&  lamb  at  the  sessos— 
but|not  pork,  though  Nea  is  famous  for  his  piskisib 
But  the  Scots  never  eat  pork— strange  that  I  wise 
folk  thmk  they  are  a  sort  of  Jews.  There  is  a  le- 
semblance,  sir,— Do  you  not  think  so  1  Then  thef 
call  our  most  gracious  Sovereign  the  second  Solo 
mon,  and  Solomon,  you  know,  was  king  of  the  Jews; 
so  the  thing  bears  a  face,  you  see.  I  brieve,  sir,  yes 
will  find  yourself  trimmed  now  to  your  content  I 
will  be  judged  by  the  fair  mistress  ot  your  afSectioaa 
Grave  pardon— no  of!enoe^  I  trust.  Prey,  consult  ik 
glass— one  touch  of  the  cnspinfi;  tongs,  to  reduce  tUi 
straggler.— Thank  your  munificence,  sir— hope  yos 
custom  while  you  stay  in  Greenwich.  Would  yes 
have  a  tune  on  that  ghittem,  to  put  your  temps 
in  concord  for  the  day  7— Twang,  twang — twsAft 
twang,  dillo.  Something  out  of  tuncL  sir — ^too  maay 
hands  to  toueh  it— we  cannot  keep  these  things  like 
artists.  Let  me  help  you  with  your  cloak,  sir— ye% 
sir— You  would  not  play  yourself,  sir,  would  youT—  I 
Way  to  Sir  Munko's  eating-house?— Yes,  «r:  hot  ii  ' 
is  Ned's  eating-house,  not  Sir  Munko's.— The  kn^ 
to  be  sure,  eats  there,  and  that  makes  it  his  eaosi* 
house  in  some  senses  sir— ha,  ha !  Yonder  it  i^  la- 
moved  from  over  the  way,  new  whitewashed  d6iIi% 
and  red  lattice— fat  man  m  his  doublet  at  the  oMr— 
Ned  himseli^  sii^-worth  a  thousand  pounds,  ifcqraif 
—better  singeing  pigs*  fsces  than  trimminig  coDiiai 
—but  o\u-s  IS  the  less  mechanical  vocation.— Fve 
well,  sir ;  hope  your  custom.''  So  saying,  k  tt 
length  permitted  Nigel  to  depart,  whose  ear&  sokwfL 
tormented  with  his  continued  babble,  tingled  whea  A 
had  ceased,  as  if  a  bell  ,had  been  rung  close  to  thcsa 
for  the  same  s^ace  of  time. 

Upon  his  arrival  at  the  eating-house,  where  he  pro- 
posed to  meet  with  Sir  Mungo  Malagrowther,  froaa 
whom,  in  despair  of  better  advice,  he  trusted  to  re- 
ceive some  information  as  to  the  best  mode  of  intro- 
ducing liimseLf  into  the  royal  presence.  Lord  Glenvar- 
loch found,  in  the  host  with  whom  he  commumL 
the  consequential  taciturnity  of  an  Englishman  well 
to  pass  in  the  world.  Ned  Kilderkin  spoke  as  a 
banker  writes,  only  touching  the  needfid.  Btaae 
asked  if  Sir  Mungo  Malagrowther  was  tlierel  here- 
plied.  No.  Being  interrogated  whether  he  was  ex- 
pected ?  he  said,  Yes.  And  being  again  required  to 
say  when  he  was  expected,  he  answered.  Presently. 
As  Lord  Glenvarloch  next  inquired,  whether  he  hiiii> 
self  could  have  onyr  breakfast  1  the  landlord  wasetej 
not  even  a  syllable  in  reply,  but,  ushering  hiin  into  a 
neat  room  whore  there  were  several  tables,  he  placed 
one  of  them  before  an  arm-chair,  and  berkoniBS 
Lord  Glenvarloch  to  take  possession,  he  set  befom 
him,  in  a  very  few  minutes,  a  substantial  repast  flf 
roast-beef,  together  with  a  foaming  tankard,  to  which 
refreshment  the  keen  air  of  the  river  disposed  him. 
notwithstanding  his  mental  embarrassments,  to  da 
much  honour. 

While  Nigel  was  thus  engaged  in  discussing  hit 
commons,  out  raising. his  head  at  the  same  time 
whenever  he  heard  the  door  of  the  apartmt^nt  open, 
eagerly  desiring  the  arrival  of  Sir  Mungo  Malagrow- 
ther, (an  event  which  had  seldom  been  expected  by 
any  one  with  so  much  anxious  interest,)  a  personage 


imAjt,  zxvn.] 
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i«  k  Memed,  of  at  least  equaMmpbrtanise  with  the 
might,  entered  into  the  apartment,  and  began  to  hold 
Mtmeet  colloquy  with  the  publicai\,  who  thought  pro- 
wr  to  carry  on  the  conference  on  bis  aide  unbonneted. 
rhia  important  gentleman's  occupation  might  be 
pleased  from  his  dress.  A  milk-white  jerkin,  and 
loae  of  white  kersey;  a  white  apron  twisted  around 
lis  body  in  the  manner  of  a  sash,  in  which,  instead  of 
i  warlike  dagger,  was  stuck  a  long-bladed  knife^ 
lilted  with  buck's  horn;  a  white  nmfatcap  on  his 
lead,  under  which  his  hair  was  neatly  tucked,  suf- 
loiendr  portrayed  him  as  one  of  those  prieeu  of  Co- 
nns whom  the  vulgar  call  cooks ;  and  the  air  with 
vktch  he  rated  the  imbliean  for  having  neglected  to 
lend  some  pnmabns  to  the  PalSoe,  showed  that  he 
Mmstered  to  royalty  itself. 
**  This  will  never  answer,"  he  said,  "Master  Eil- 
tflriun— the  King  twice  asked  for  sweed>reads,  and 
rieasseed  coxcombs,  which  are  a  favourite  dish  of  his 
Host  Sacred  Maiesty,  and  they  were  not  to  be  had, 
leeaose  Master  Kilderkin  had  not  supplied  them  to 
he  clerk  of  the  kitchen,  as  by  bargain  oound."  Here 
Qlderkin  made  some  apology,  bncf;  according  to  his 


wn  nature,  and'muttered  in  a  lowly  tone  alter  the 
uhion  of  all  who  find  themselves  in  a  scrape. 


His 


aperior  replied,  in  a  lofty  stram  of  voice, ''  Do  not  tell 
Be  of  the  carrier  and  his  wain,  and  of  the  hen-coops 
omtns^  from  Norfolk  with  the  poultry;  a  loyal  man 
rouldnave  sent  an  expreas— he  would  have  gone  upon 
OB  stumps,  like  Widdrington.  What  if  the  King  had 
m.  his  appetite,  Master  Kilderkin  1  What  if  his  most 
Sacred  Msjesty  had  lost  his  dinne»1  O  Master  ^- 
IfldOB,  if  you  had  but  the  just  sense  of  the  dignity  of 
mnyiofesflion,  which  is  told  of  by  the  witty  African 
8lav%foT  so  the  Kin^  most  excellent  Majesty  de- 
^^nates  him,  PubliusTerentius,  Tanguamin  tpetuto 
-i»  p<Uina»  insjnetrejubeo." 

"  I  ou  are  learned.  Master  Linklater,*'  rapiied  the 
Snglish  publican,  oompelUng,  as  it  wele  withdiffi- 
iBltv,  his  moudi  to  utter  three  or  four  words  conseca- 
ively. 

"  A  poor  smatterer,"  ssid  Mr.  Linklater;  '*  but  it 
nmld  be  a  shame  to  us,  who  an  his  most  excellent 
liljesty's  countrymen,  not  in  some  sort  to  haveche- 
Uied  those  arts  wherewith  he  is  so  deeply  embaed— 
|^ri«  ad  exempUTf  Master  Kilderkin,  tohis  eomponi- 
b^orM^^which  is  as  much  as  to  say,  as  the  King 
MHOS  the  cook  learns.  In  brief;  Master  Kilderkin, 
•ving  hsd  the  luck  to  be  bred  where  bumanitiea  may 
•  had  at  the  matter  of  an  English  five  groats  by 
he  huartsr,  I,  like  others,  have  acquired— ahem— 
em  r'— *-Here,  the  speaker's  eye  having  fallen  upon 
<ord  Glenvarloch,  he  suddenly  stopped  m  his  learned 
Hrangue,  with  such  symptoms  of  embarrassment  as 
iduc^  Ned  Kilderkin  to  stretch  his  taciturnity  so  far 
s  not  only  to  ask  him  what  he  ailed,  but  whether  he 
hnild  take  any  thing. 

**  Ail  nothing,"  replied  the  learned  rival  of  the  phi- 
nophical  Syrus !  "  Nothing— and  ^t  I  do  feel  a  lit- 
la  giddy.  I  could  taste  a  glass  of  your  dame's  aoua 
■It^m." 

**  I  will  fetch  itf*'  said  Ned,  giving  a  nod ;  and  his 
lack  was  no  sooner  turned,  than  the  cook  walked  near 
he  table  where  Liord  GJenvariochwas  seated,  and  re- 
Min^v;  him  with  a  look  of  significance,  where  more 
VIS  meant  than  met  the  ear^  said—"  You  are  a  stran- 
fg  in  Greenwich,  sir.  I  advise  yon  ta take  the  oppor- 
soity  to  step  into  thePark^the  western  wicket  was 
tjvwhen  I  came  hither;  I  think  it  will  be  locked  pre- 
leatly,  so  you  had  better  make  the  best  of  your  way— 
hat  IS,  if  you  have  any  curiosity.  The  Tcnison  are 
Mining  into  season  just  now,  sir,  and  there  is  a  plea- 
nre  in  looking  at  a  hart  of  grease.  I  always  tnink 
f^n  they  ar^  Dounding  so  bnthely  past,  what  a  plea- 
lire  it  would  be.  to  broach  thev  plump  haunches  on  a 
Vrit,  and  to  embattle  their  breasts  in  a  noble  fortifi- 
Ation  of  nufT-paste^  with  plenty  of  black  pepper." 

He  said  no  more,  as  Kilderkin  re-enterad  with  the 
Dordial,  but  edged  off  from  Nigel  without  waiting  any 
reply,  onlv  repeating  the  same  look  of  intelUgcnce 
With  which  he  had  accosted  him. 

Nothing  makes  men*8  wits  so  alert  as  personal 
aangPT.  Nigel  took  the  first  opportunity  which  his 
hsst's  attention  to  the  vsoraan  of  the  royal  kitchen  | 


permitted  to  dischartie  his  reckonihg,  cndnadilTobo 
tained  aoirecrion  to  the  wicket  in  question.  Uelound 
it  upon  the  latch,  as  he  had  been  taught  to  expect  i 
and  perceived  that  it  admitted  him  lo  a  narrow  fooip 
path,  which  traversed  a  close  and  tangled  thicket,  de^ 
'signed  for  the  cover  of  the  does  and  the  young  fa  wns. 
Here  he  conjectured  it  would  be  proper  to  wait  |  nor 
had  he  been  stationary  above  five  minutes,  whsn  the 
cook,  scalded  as  much  with  heat  of  mbtion  as  ever  he 
had  been  at  his  huge  fireplace,  arrived  almoat  breath* 
lass^  and  with  his  pass-key  hastily  locked  the  wicket 
behind  him. 

Ere  Lord  Glenvarloch  had  time  to  speculate  upon 
this  action,  the  man  approached  with  anxiety,  and 
sakl-~"Good  lord,  my  Lord  Glenvarloch  (-^why  will 
you  endanger  yourself  thusi" 

"  Vou  know  me  then,  my  friend  7"  said  Ni^. 

"  Not  much  of  that,  my  lord— but  1 .  know  your 
honour^  noble  house  well.— My  name  is  Laiiris 
Linklater,  my  lord." 

'* Linklater!"  repeated  Nigel  ''I  shouU  ncol* 
lect" 

**  Under  your  lordship's  favour."  he  continued,  "  I 
was  'prentice,  my  lord,  to  old  Mungo  Moniphes.  the 
flesher  at  the  wanton  West-Port  of  Gdinbar^  which 
I  wish  I  saw  again  before  I  died.  And,  your  honour's 
noble  father  havhig  taken  Richie  Momplies  into  his 
house  to  wait  on  your  brdshia  there  was  a  sort  of 
connexion,  your  lordship  sees."    ' 

"  Ah  1"  said  Lord  Glenvariodi,  "  I  had  almost  for- 
got  your  name,  out  not  your  kind  purpose.  You  tried 
to  put  Richie  in  the  way  of  presenting  a  supplication 
to  his  Majesty  7" 

"  Most  true,  my  lord,"  replied  the  King's  cook.  '*  I 
had  like  to  have  come  by  mischief  in  the  job ;  for 
Richie,  who  was  always  wilful,  *  wadna  be  guided  by 
me,'  as  the  sang  says.  But  nobody  amongst  these 
brave  English  cooks  can  kittle  up  his  Majssty'smost 
sacred  palate  with  our  own  gusty  Scottish  dishes.  So 
I  e'en  betool^  myself  to  my  craft,  and  concocted  a  i 


of  friar's  chicken  for  the  soup,  and  a  savoury  hachis^ 
that  made  the  whole  cabal  coup  the  crans;  and, 
instead  of  disgraoe.  I  came  by  prefSerment.  I  am 
one  of  the  clerks  of  the  kitchen  now,  make  me  thank* 
fUl— with  a  finger  in  the  purveyor's  office,  and  may 
get  my  whole  hand  in  by  and  by." 

"  I  am  truly  glad,"  said  Nigel,  "  to  hear  that  you 
have  not  sufiered  on  my  account,— still  mora  so  at 
your  good  ibrtune." 

"  Vou  bear  a  kind  heart,  my  Ion)/*  said  Linklater, 
"and  do  not  forget  poor  pedjole;  and,  troth,!  sea 
not  why  they  should  be  forgotten,  since  the  King's 
errand  may  sometimes  fiall  in  the  cadger's  gata.  I 
have  followed  your  lordship  in  the  street,  just  to  look 
at  such  a  stately  shoot  of  the  old  oak*tree;  and  my 
heart  jumped  into  my  throat,  when  1  saw  you  sitting 
openly  in  the  eating-house  yonder,  and  knew  there 
was  such  danger  to  your  person." 

"  What !  there  are  warrants  against  me,  then  7" 
said  Nigel. 

"  It  is  even  true,  my  lord ;  and  there  are  those  are 
willing  to  blacken  you  as  much  as  they  can.— God 
forgive  them,  that  would  sacrifice  an  honourable 
house  for  their  own  base  ends  I" 

'*  Amen,"  sakl  Nigel. 

*'  For,  say  your  lordship  may  have  been  a  littla 
vrild,  like  other  young  gentlemen"— 

"  We  have  little  time  to  talk  of  it,  my  fiiend,"  said 
Nigol.  "  Thepoint  in  question  is,  how  am  I  to  get 
Speech  of  the  King  7" 

"  The  King,  my  lord !"  ssid  Linklater,  in  astonish- 

3 lent;  "why.  wul  not  that  be  rushing  wilfully  into 
anger— scalding  yourself;  as  I  may  say,  with  your 
own  ladle  T' 

"  My  good  firiend,"  answered  Nigel,  "  my  exi>e- 
rience  of  the  Courtl  and  my  knowledge  of  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  I  stand,  tell  me,  that  the  man 
liest  and  most  direct  road  is,  in  my  case,  the  surest 
and  the  safest.  The  king  has  both  a  head  to  apnre 
hend  what  is  just,  and  a  neart'to  do  what  is  kind." 

^'  It  is  e'en  true,  my  lord,  and  so  we,  his  old  ser  • 
vants,  know,"  added  Linklater; "  but  wo's  me,  if  you 
knew  how  many  folks  make  it  their  daUy  and  nightly 
purpose  to  sst  his  head  agsinst  bis  heart,  and  tw 
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hmxi  anprinst  hjs  bead— to  make  him  do  hard  things 
becauM  they  are  called  just,  and  unjust  things  be- 
cause thejr  are  represented  as  kind.  Wo's  me  1  it  is 
with  his  Sacred  Majesty,  and  the  favourites  who 
work  upon  him,  even  according  to  the  homely  pro> 
Yerb  that  men  taunt  my  calling  witk— '  (Sod  sends 
gooii  meat,  but  the  devil  sends  cooks/  " 

**  It  signifies  Viol  talking  of  it,  my  good  inend," 
•aid  Niee),  "  I  must  take  my  risk— my  honour  pe^ 
reroptomy  demands  it.  They  may  maim  rae,  or  beg- 
gar me,  out  they  shall  not  ssy  l  fled  from  my  ac- 
cusers.   My  peers  shall  hear  my  vindication." 

"  Your  peers  T'  exclaimed  the  cook—**  Alack-a-day, 
my  lord,,  vre  are  not  in  SootUind,  where  the  nobles 
cao  bang  it  out  bravely,  were  it  even  with  the  King 
himself  now  and  then.  This  mess  must  be  cooked 
in  the  Star-Chamber,  and  that  is  an  oven  seven 
times  heated,  my  lord  ;— and  yet,  if  you  are  deter- 
mined  ta  see  the  Kbig,  I  will  mt  say  but  you  may 
find  some  fiivour,  for  he  likes  wdl  any  thing  that  is 
appealed  directly  to  bis  own  wisdom,  and  som^dmes, 
in  the  like  cases,  I  have  known  him  stick  by  his  own 
opmion,  which  is  always  a  fair  one.  Only  mind,  if  70U 
will  forgive  me,  my  lord— <mind  to  sptoe  high  with 
Latin :  a  com  or  two  of  Oreek  would  not  be  amiss; 
and,  it  you  can  bring  in  any  thing  about  the  iudg- 
ment  or  Solomon,  in  the  original  Hebrew,  and  sea- 
son with  a  merry  jest  or  so,  tne  dish  will  be  the  more 
palatable.~Truly,  I  think,  that,  besides  my  skill  in 
art,  I-  owe  tmxch  to  the  stripes  of  the  Rector  of  the 
High  SchooL  who  imprinted  on  my  mind  that  cook- 
ing scene  in  the  Heautontimortimenos." 

^  Leaving  that  aside,  my  friend,'*  aakl  Lord  Glen- 
Vflrioch,  *'  can  you  inform,  me  which  way  I  shall  most 
readily  get  to  the  sight  and  speech  of  the  Kingl" 

**  To  the  sight  oi  him  readily  enough,  "  said  Link- 
later;  "he  is  galloping  about  these  alleys^  to  see 
them  strike  the  hart,  to  set  him  an  appetite,  for  a 
nooning— and  that  reminas  me  I  should  be  in  the 
kitchen.  To.  the  speech  of  the  King  you  will  not 
eome  so  easily,  unless  you  could  either  meet  him 
alone,  which  nrelf  ehanoes.  or  wait  for  him  among 
the  crowd  that  go  to  see  him  alight.  And  now, 
farewell,  my  lord,  and  (Sod  speed  l~if  I  could  do 
morct  for  you,  I  would  offer  tc*' 

'*  You  have  done  enough,  perhaps,  to  endanger 
yourself"  said  Lord  Olenvarioch.  ^*I  pray  you  to 
be  gone,  and  leave  me  to  my  fate.^' 

The  honest  cook  lingered,  but  a  aearer  burst  of 
tlia  horns  apprized  him  that  there  was  no  time  to 
lose  ;  and,  acquainting  Nigel  that  he  would  leave  the 
postem-door  on  the  latch  to  secure  his  retreat  in  that 
direction,  he  bade  Ood  bless  him,  and  fereweli. 

In  the  kindness  of  this  humble  countryman,  flow- 
ing pardy  fh>m  national  partiality,partly  from  a  sense  of 
long-remembered  benefits,  which  had  been  scarce 
thought  on  by  those  who  had  bestowed  them,  Lord 
Glenvarloch  though  he  saw  the  last  touch  of  sympa- 
thy which  he  was  to  receive  in  this  cold  and  coortly/e- 
gion,  and  felt  that  he  must  now  be  sufficient  to  nun- 
self,  or  be  utterly  lost 

He  traversed  more  than  one  alley  guided  by  the 
sounds  of  the  chase,  and  met  several  of  the  inferior  at- 
tendants upon  the  King's  sport,  who  regarded  him 
only  as  one  of  the  spectators  who  were  sometimes 
permitted  to  enter  the  Park  by  the  concurrence  of  the 
officers  about  the  Court.  Still  there  was  no  appear- 
ance of  James,  or  any  of  his  principal  courtieris,  and 
Nigel  began  to  think  whether,  at  the  risk  of  incurring 
disgrace  similar  to  that  which  had  attended  the  rash 
exploit  of  Richie  Moieties,  he  should  not  repair  to 
the  Palaoe-gate,  in  order  to  address  the  King  on  his 
return,  when  Fortune  presented  him  the  opportunity 
of  doing  80,  ih  her  own  way. 

He  was  in  one  of  those  long  walks  by  which  the 
Park  was  traveraed,  when  he  heard,  first  a  distant 
rustling,  then  the  rapid  approach  of  hoofs  shaking  the 
Arm  earth  on  which  he  stood ;  then  a  distant  halloo, 
vrarned  by  which  he  stood  up  by  the  side  of  the  ave- 
nue, leaving  free  room  for  the  passage  of  the  chase. 
The  stag,  reeling,  covered  with  foam,  and  blackened 
with  sweat,  his  nostrils  expanded  as  he  gasped  for 
breath,  made  a  shift  to  come  up  as  far  as  where  Nigel 
sUKKi,  and.  without  turning  to  bay,  was  there  pulled 


down  by  two  taU  gnfyboiiiidsdf  the  bused  stiU  used  br 

the  hardy  deer-stalkers  of  the  Scottish  Hifd^lssdi^ 
but  which  haa  been  long  unknown  m  England.  Os# 
dog  struck  at  the  buck's  throat,  another  dashed  km 
sharp  nose  and  fanes,  I  might  almoal  ssy,  into  the 
animars  bowels.  It  would  have  been  naturd  in 
Lord  Glenvarloch,  himself  persecuted  as  if  by  honto^ 
to  have  thought  upon  the  occasion  liko  me  meiap- 
choly  Jaoqaes:  but  habit  is  a  strange  matter,  and^l 
fear  that  his  reelings  on  the  occasion  were  nthcT' 
those  of  the  practised  bnntsman  than  of  the  monist 
He  had  no  tune,  however,  to  tndvlgs  thsm,  lor  naik 
what  befell. 

A  single  horsemsn  folbwod  die  chasa,  upon  s  siesrf 
so  thoroughly  subjected  to  the  fein,  that  it  obeyed  the 
touch  of  the  bridle  as  if  it  had  been  a  meehsBinl  isik- 
pulse  operating  on  the  nicaBt;»eosof  mnehinefy;  so 
that,  seated  deep  in  his  demi-pique  saddle,  and  sotftt»> 
ed  up  there  aa  to  make  falling  almost  impnasBiH 
the  nder,  without  either  ftor  or  nsaitation^  Bn«ht  i»> 
crease  or  diminish  the  speed  at  which  he  rod^  wkkh, 
even  on  the  most  animating  occasions  of  the  ekasib 
seldom  exceeded  three  fourths  of  a  nllop,  die  hens 
keeping  his  haunches  under  him.  and  never  streid^ 
mg  forward  beyond  the  managed  pace  of  the  aoiAft> 
my.  The  security  with  which  he  choss  to  pieesosie 
even  this  fmvounte,  and,  in  -  the  ordinary  ease,  sosi^ 
what  dangerous  amusement,  as  well  ss  the  rest  of  ns 
equipsg^  marked  King  James.  No  stteodsnt  w« 
within  aght  1^  indeed,  it  was  often  a  nioe  strain  of  ilai' 
teiY  to  permit  the  Sovermgn  to  suppose  he  bed  om- 
rklden  and  distanced  all  the  rest  of  the  chase. 
^  ^Weel  dnnerBa8h--^eel  dune.  Battisf  hesi* 
daimed,  as  he  came  up.  **  By  the  nonour  of  a  Eift 
ye  are  a  credit  to  the  Braes  of  Bal  whither  1--Hand  nv 
horse,  man,"  be  oaljed  out  to  Nun^,  without  t 
ping  to  see  to  whom  he  had  addressed  bin 

^'  Hand  my  naig,  and  help  m6  down  oat  o'  tee 

~<leil  ding  your  aaul,  surah,  canna  ye  msk  basts  be- 
fore  these  lazy  smaikp  oome  up  7-4iaud  the  ran  tmf 
— <]inna  let  him  swerve— now,  baud  the  stirrup— that 
will  do,  inan,  and  now  we  are  on  tenra  fkna.'*  So 
saying  without  casting  aa  eye  on  his  assistant,  pm- 
tie  King  Jamie,  unsheathing  the  short,  shsip  ksngii; 
(oouicou  de  eftosfe,)  which  was  ths  onlf  thing  ^ 
preaching  to  a  sword  that  he  could  wilnn^y  sitai 
the  sight  of,  drew  the  blade  with  great  Bmuiikrtm 
across  the  throat  of  ths  buck,  and  put  an  end  9t  oas* 
to  its  struggles  and  its  agonies. 

Lord  Glenvarioch,  who  knew  well  the  sylvan  tef 
which  the  occask>n  demanded,  hung  the  iMidleef  m 
King's  palfrey  on  the  branch  of  a  tree,  and,  kncefav 
duteously  down,  turned  the  alsughtered  deer  vpoe  in 
back,  and  kept  the  guarrSe  in  that  position,  while  te 


King,  too  intent  upon  his  sport  to  observe  any  thing 
else,  drew  his  cauUau  down  the  breast  of  the  aaimii, 
secunaum  artem  :  and,  having  made  a  cross  cut,  So 
as  to  ascertain  the  depth  of  the  fat  upon  the  chest, 
exclaimed,  m  a  sort  of  rapture,  "  Three  inches  m 
white  fat  on  the  brisket  I^piime— prime— as  I  am  a 
crowned  sinner^  and  deil  ane  o'  the  lazy  loons  in  bot 
mysell !  Seven-Caught— augh I  tines  on  the  anline. 
By  Gh-^  a  hart  of  aught  tioesy,  and  the  first  of  the 
season  I  Bash  and  Battie^  blessings  on  the  hearth 
root  of  ye  I  Buss  me,  my  bau-ns,  buss  me."  The  dop 
accordingly  fowned  upon  him,  licked  him  with  bbMOf 
jaws,  and  soon  put  htm  in  such  a  state  that  it  isii^ 
have  seemed  treaaon  had  been  doing  ita  full  wen 
upon  his  anointed  body.  "  Bide  doun^  with  a  mMU 
to  ye— Bide  douii,  whn  a  wanion,"  cned  theKjn&» 
most  overturned  by  the  obstreperous  csressea  ofm 
large  stag-hounds.  *'  But  ye  are  juat  Uke  ither  feOD^ 
gie  ye  an  inch  and  ye  take  an^lL— And  wha  may  ft 
be,  friend  T'  he  saicL  now  findii^  leisure  to  take  a 
nearer  view  of  Nigel  and  observing  what  in  bis  fiiat 
emotion  of  sylvan  delight  had  escaped  him,—*  f  e  ais 
nane  of  our  train,  man.  In  the  name  of  God,  what 
the  devil  are  ye7" 

"  An  unfortunate  man,  sire."  replied  Nigd. 

"I  dare  say  that,"  anawered  the  KiiuL  snappishly 
"  or  I  wad  have  seen  naething  of  you.  My  lieges  ke^ 
a'  their  happiness  to  diemselves;  but  let  bowls  row 
wrong  wi*  them,  and  I  am  sure  to  hear  of  it" 

"  And  to  whom  dss  can  we  carry  our  oomplaiDli 


^.  XXYH.] 
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It  to  your  Hajeitty;  who  la  HeavM*»  vioofieieni  orev 
iT  answered  Nigel. 

"  Right,  man,  right— very  weei  ipoken,"  Baid  the 
ngi  "out  you  should  leave  Heaven'B Ticegerent 
(tte  quiet  on  earth,  too." 

**  If  vour  Majesty  will  look  on  me.**  (for  hitherto  the 
ng  nad  been  so  ousy,  tirst  with  the  dogs,  and  then 
uT themystic  operation  ot'breakingt  in  vulgar  phrase^ 
tting  up  the  deer,  that  he  had  acaroe  given  hia  aa- 
tintabovea  transient  glance,)  *'  you  will  see  whom 
pessit/  makes  bold  to  avail  himself  of  an  opportu- 
v  which  mav  never  again  occur." 
ling  James  looked ;  his  blood  left  hia  cheek,  chom^ 
continued  stained  with  that  of  the  animal  which 
r  at  his  feet,  he  dropped  the  knife  from  hia  hand. 
It  behind  him  a  faltehnx  eye,  as  if  he  either  mediu- 
[flight  or  looked  out  tor  asaiatanc&  and  then  ez- 
lm0dl,--**GIenvarIochides!  aasureasi  waachristen* 
Tames  Stewart.  Here  is  a  bonn  v  apot  of  work,  and 
I  alone,  and  on  foot  too  1"  he  added,  buatling  to  get 
n  his  horse. 

Forgive  me  that  I  interrupted  you,  my  liege," 
I  Nig:l,  placing  himself  between  the  Kmg  and 
steed;  "hear  me  but  a  moment  I" 
III  hear  ye  best  on  horseback,"  said  the  King. 
Lcanoa  bear  a  word  on  foot,  man.  not  a  word }  and 
Vnot  seemly  to  stand  cheek>fbr-chowl  confronting 
kat  gate.  Bide  out  of  our  Rate,  air,  we  chaise 
lOQ  your  allegiance.— The  deira  in  thtm  a'«  wh&t 
Ihey  be  doing  r* 

tf  (he  crown  which  you  wear,  my  liegOi"  aaid 
*  and  for  which  my  ancestors  have  worthily 
\  conjare  vou  to  be  composed,  and  to  hear 
■^a  moment  r* 
ftdnch  he  aAed  was  entirely  out  of  the  mo- 
ipower  to  grant.  The  timidity  which  he  show- 
^i  not  the  plain  downright  cowardice,  which, 
ntiirtl  impulae.  compels  a  man  to  flight,  and 
I  can  excite  little  but  pity  or  contempt,  but  a 
more  ladicrous,  as  well  as  more  mingled  sen- 
L  T^e  poor  King  was  frightened  at  once  and 
;  .desiroua  of  securing  his  safety,  and  at  the 
fiime  ashamed  to  compromise  his  dignity;  so 
Withoat  attending  to  what  Lord  Glenvarloch 
tsured  to  ejgplain,  he  kept  making  at  hia  horse, 
"^ntiuR  "  We  are  a  free  King,  man— we  are  a 
^— we  will  not  be  controlled  ov  a  subWjct.— In 
^DM  of  God  what  keeps  S teenie  1  And,  praised 
I  name,  they  are  oonung— Hillo^  ho— hero,  here 
ttiie^Stesnier 

e  Duke  of  Buckmgfaam  galloped  up,  followed  by 
w  courtiers  and  attendants  of  the  royal  chase, 
ton  menoed  with  his  usual  familiarity,—"  I  see 
foe  has  grac^  our  dear  dad,  as  usual.— But 
'ithisT' 

^lat  is  it  7  It  is  treason  for  what  I  ken,"  said 
Cng?  "and  a' your  wyte,  Steenie.  Your  dear 
^m  gossip  mignt  have  been  murdered,  for  what 
tare." 

luideredl  Socore  the  villain  T'  exclaimed  the 
fe  "  Bv  Heaven^ it  is  Olifaunt  himself!"  A  do- 
K  the  hunters  dismounted  at  once,  letting  their 
»  run  wild  through  the  park.  Some  seized 
lyon  Lord  Glenvarloch,  who  thought  it  folly  to 
tcsistanoe,  while  others  busied  themselves  with 
jng.  ^"Are  you  wounded,  my  liege— are  you 

ot  that  I  ken  of;"  said  the  King,  in  the  pa- 
a  of  his  apprehension,  (which,  by  the  way, 
be  pardoned  in  one  of  so  timorous  a  temper, 
no,  in  his  tim&  had  been  exposed  to  so  many 
aiteanpts,)— •*  Not  that  I  ken  of— but  search 


by  the  arms  which  were  taken  from  Lord  Gleiivar- 
looh's  person ;  and  not  Mhio-Allaatar-More*  himseU 
could  repel  with  greater  scorn  and  indignation^  tha 
insinuations  that  they  were  worn  for  any  sinister 
purposes. 

"  Away  with  the  wretch— the  parricide— the  bloody* 
minded  villain!"  was  echoed  on  all  hands;  and  iha 
King,  who  naturally  enough  set  the  same  value  on 
his  own  life  at  which  it  was,  or  seemed  to  be,  rated 
by  others,  cried  out,  louder  than  all  the  rest)  "Ay. 
ay— away  with  him.  I  have  had  enough  of  him,  and 
so  has  the  country.  But  do  him  no  oodily  harm— 
and,  for  God's  sak&  sirs,  if  ye  are  sure  thai  ye  hava 
thoroughly  disarmed  him,  put  up  your  awords,  duks, 
and  skenes,  fbi  you  will  certamly  do  each  other  a 
mischief." 

There  was  a  speedy  sheathing  of  weapona  at  tha 
King's  command;  for  those  who  had  hitherto  been 
brandishing  them  in  loyal  bravado,  began  thereby 
to  call  to  mind  the  extreme  ^dialike  which  his  Ma* 
jesty  nourished  against  naked  steel,  a  foible  which 
seemed  to  be  as  constitutional  as  his  timidity,  and 
was  usually  ascribed  to  jthe  brutal  murder  of  Kizxio 
having  been  perpetrated  in  his  unionunate  mother's 
presence  before  he  yet  saw  the  light 

At  this  moment,  the  Prince^  who  had  been  hunt* 
ing  in  a  different  part  of  the  then  ext^sive  Park,  and 
had  received  some  hasty  and  confused  information 
of  what  was  going  forward,  came  rapidly  up,  with 
one  or  two  noblemen  in  his  tram,  end  amongst  othara 
Lord  Dalgamo.  He  sprung  from  his  horse,  and 
asked  eagerly  if  his  father  were  wounded. 

"Not  that  I  am  sensible  of,  Baby  Charles— but  a 
wee  matter  exhausted,  with  struggling  sinfi^e-handad 
with  the  assassin.— Steenie,  fill  us  a  cup  of  wino-^ 
the  leathern  bottle  is  hanaing  at  our  pommel.— Buss 
me,  then,  Baby  Charles,^*  continued  the  monarchy 
after  he  had  taken  this  cim  of  comfort  :t  "  0  man.  the 
Commonwealth  and  you  nave  had  a  fair  escape  rrom 
the  heavy  and  bloody  loss  of  a  dear  father ;  for  we 
are  paler  patria^  as  well  as  poter  /omtJta*.— Qvit 
desvdcrio  aii  puaor  aui  modus  torn  can  copt/w.^-^o 
is  ro&  black  cloth  would  have  been  dear  in  Bnglaad, 
and  dry  een  scarce !" 

And.  at  the  very  ida^  of  me  general  grief  which 
must  nave  attended  his  death,  the  good  natured 
monarch  cried  heartily  himselt 

"Is  this  possible?"  said* Charles,  sternly)  for  hit 
pride  was  hurt  at  hia  iathei's  demeanour  on  the  ona- 

•  This  it  the  Hachlaodpatsoinnnia  of  Uw  late  fallant  Chiof of 
Olen varry.    The  allqtion  fn  the  text  if  to  an  unneceaury  alana^ 


_  .        him.    I  am  sure  I  saw  fire-arm^  under 
m.   I  am  sure  I  amelled  powder— I  am  dooms 
(that." 
Glenvarfoch's  cloak  being  stripped  pfC,  and 
tols  discovered,  a  about  of  wonder  and  of  exe- 
'  on  the  supposed  criminal  purpose,  arose  from 
"■  now  tnickening  every  moment.    Not  that 
pistol,  which,  thoiign  resting  on  a  bosom 
ant  and  as  loyal  as  Nigel's^  spread  such  cause- 
nnn  among  knights  and  James  at  a  late  high 
■ty— not  tnaC  very  pistol  caused  more  tempo- 
Msteniat»>n  than  was  so  groundlessly  excited 


taken  by  eoroe  ladt,  at  the  <wremoiiial  of  the  ooronation  of 

rge  iV.,  at  tlie  aiffht  of  Uie jpiatoli  which  the  Chief  wore  as 

a  part  of  his  Hif  hland  dreaa.    The  ciroiumtaDee  prodacad  aome 


Qflori 


oonAiiion,  which  wu  Ulked  uf  at  Ow  tizoa.  All  who  knew 
Olenrarry  (and  the  author  knew  him  well}  were  aware  that  hia 
prlnriplea  we>«  of  dt^oted  loyal (y  to  the  perwn  of  htv  Mvereian. 
.*  KifigJawus's  HMrtw  fioriJa.— Rofger  Coke,  m  hia  detection- 
of  the  Court  aod  State  of  Enfland.  London,  I6»7,  p.  7U,  obearvM 
of  JameK  I.,  "The  king  wan  axceHivoty  addicted  to  huatin^, 
ai)d  drinkinf ,  not  ordinary  French  and  Bpaninh  wines,  bat  atro — 
Greek  wine,  and  tlKniaht  he  would  eompoond  hif  liantinf  wi 


ai)d  drinkinf,  not  ordlnai7j*rench  and  Bpaninh  wines,  bai  •tront 

•iai 

the  ki'njr'iewp  ioliunTinf  "whnn  he  caftwdf^  I  ha^*©  liearO 

my  fklher  lay,  that,  hunlinff  with  the  Kinf ,  after  the  King  hi|d 


these  wines  ;  aod  to  Uiat  pun 


poee, 
hecc 


he  was  attended  by  a  apeeiid 


offlcer,  who  was,  as  much  as  he  could  be,^a]ways  at  hand  to  ftU 


drank  of  the  wine,  be  also  drank  of  it ;  and  thoneh  ho  waa 
younf,  and  of  a  healtbAil  disposition,  it  so  daraaced  his  head 
that  It  spoiled  hit  pleorare  and  disordered*  htm  fur  three  days 
after.  Whether  it  was  fhim  drinking  these  wines,  or  from  some 
oUier  cause,  tlie  kins  became  ao  laxy  and  so  unwieldy,  that  he 
waa  tniMed  on  homibaek.  auJ  as  he  was  aat  so  would  he  ndo, 
without  stirrinp  himself  in  the  saddle .  oajr  when  his  hat  was 
set  upon  his  head  he  vi'oatd  not  take  thu  trouble  to  alter  it,  but 
it  sate  as  it  was  put  on.'* 


The  trassinf,  for  which  tho  demi'piana  aaddle  of  the  day  af 
forded  partietilar  facility,  is  alluded  to  in  r 
author,  amonf  other  niokoacks  of  antiquity  |i 


to  in  the  teat ;  and  the 

«iui.uui.  <uj<u»c  uuK^i  ...%>n..i.v«.  ».  .....jquity  poMOsiPs a leethem 

flask,  likn  thnm  carried  by  iportsmen,  which  is  laiielled.  "Kiof 
JaoMs's  Huntinc  Bottle,"  with  what  aaihenticlty  is  uncertain.^ 
Coke  seem*  to  have  exaireeraled  the  Kinfs  taste  fur  the  boitlo. 
Weildon  saye  James  was  not  intempente  ia  his  drinkinf  i 
"  Howe\'cr,  in  his  old  a^e,  Buckingham's  jovial  suppers,  wlusa 
he  hadany  turn  to  do  vSUi  him.  made  him  sometimes  overtaken, 
whieh  he  would  the  next  day  remember,  and  repent  wiUi  tears. 
It  is  tme  he  drank  very  often,  which  was  rather  out  of  a  cufton 
than  any  dolicht ;  and  his  drinks  were  of  that  kind  for  stren«Ui» 
as  Prontiniack,  Canary,  hiph  country  wine,  tent  wine,  and  Scot- 
tish ale,  that  had  he  not  had  a  very  strong  brain,  he  might  hav* 
been  daily  oveHaken,  though  ho  seldom  drank  at  anyone  Ume 
above  four  spoonfuls,  many  times  not  above  one  or  two."— fieeraf 
'  vol  ji.,  p,  $.  JBdin.  Wl.1 


spooni 


HUUry  ofKltg  Jamet^ 
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hand,  while,  on  the  other,  he  felt  the  resentment  of  a 
•on  and  a  eubject,  at  the  supposed  attempt  on  the 
King's  life.  "Let  some  one  spenk  who  has  seen 
what  happened— My  Lord  of  DVckingham !" 

"I  cannot  say,  my  lord,"  rephed  the  Puke,  "that  I 
WW  anv  actual  violence  offered  to  his  Majesty,  else 
I  should  have  avenged  him  on  the  spot.'* 

*'  Vou  would  have  done  wrong,  then,  m  your  zeal, 
GkjOT^e,"  answertxl  the  Prince:  '^  such  offenders  were 
better  left  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  laws.  But  was  the 
villain  not  struggling  with  his  Majesty  3" 

"I  cannot  term  it  so,  my  lord,"  said  the  Duke, 
who,  with  many  faults,  would  have  disdained  an  un- 
truth; *' ho  seemed  to  desire  to  detain  his  Majesty, 
who,  on  the  contrary,  appeared  to  wish  to  mount  his 
horse;  but  they  have  found  pistols  on  his  person, 
contrary  to  the  proclamation,  and,  as  it  proves  to  be 
Nigel  Olifaunt,  of  whose  ungovemed  disposition  your 
Royal  Highness  has  seen  some  samples,  we  seem  to 
be  justified  in  apprehending  the  worst." 

•* Nigel  Olifauntr"  sakl  the  Prince;  "can  that  un- 
happy vian  so  soon  have  engaged  in  a  new  tres- 
pass 1  Let  me  see  those  pistols." 

**Ye  are  not  so  unwise  as  to  meddle  with  such 
snap-haunces.  Baby  Charles?"  said  James—" Do 
not  give  him  them,  Steenie— I  command  you  on 
your  alle-giance!  They  may  go  off  of  their  own  ac- 
cord, whilk  often  befalls.— You  will  do  it,  then?— 
Saw  ever  man  sic  wilful  bairns  as  we  are  cumbered 
with!— Havena  we  guardsmen  and  soldiers  enow, 
but  you  must  unload  the  weapons  yourscll— you, 
the  heir  of  our  body  and  dignities,  and  sae  mony  men 
around  that  are  pajd  for  venturing  hfe  m  our  cause." 
But  without  regarding  his  father'a  exclamations. 
Prince  Charles,  with  the  obstinacy  which  Charac- 
.tcrised  him  in  trifles,  as  well  as  matters  of  con  se- 
quence, persisted  in  unloading  the  pistols  with  his 
own  hand,  of  the  double  bufiets  with  which  each 
was  charged.  The  hands  of  all  around  were  held 
up  in  astonishment  at  the  horror  of  the  crime  sup- 
posed to  have  been  intended,  and  the  escape  which 
was  presumed  so  narrow. 

Nigel  bad  not  yet  spoken  a  word— he  now  calmly 
desired  to  be  heard. 

"  To  what  purpose?**  answered  the  Prince  coldly. 
"  You  know  yourself  accused  of  a  heavy  offence,  and, 
instead  of  rendering  yourself  up  to  justice,  in  terms 
of  the  proclamation,  you  are  here  found  intruding 
yourself  on  his  Majesty's  presence,  and  armed  witb 
unlawful  weapons." 

"May  it  please  you,  sir,"  answered  Nigel,  "I  wore 
these  unhappy  weapons  fbr  my  own  defence;  and 
not  very  many  hours  since  they  yr&re  necessary  to 
protect  the  lives  of  others." 

"  Doubtless,  my  lord  "  answered  the  Prince,  still 
calm  and  unmoved,— "your  late  mode  of  life,  and  the 
associates  with  whom  yon  have  hved,  have  made 
you  familiar  with  scenes  and  weapons  of  violence. 
But  it  is  not  to  me  you  are  to  plead  your  cause." 

"Hear  me— hear  me,  noble  Prince!"  said  Nigel, 
eagerly.  "Hear  me!  You— even  you  yourself--may 
one  day  ask  to  be  heard,  and  in  vain." 

"How,  sir,''  said  the  Prince,  haughtily— " how  am 
I  to  construe  tliat,  my  lord  ?" 

"  If  not  on  earth,  sir,"  rrolied  the  prisoner,  "  yet  to 
Heaven  we  must  all  pray  icr  pauent  and  favourable 
audience." 

**  True,  my  lord,"  said  the  Prince,  bending  his  head 
with  haughty  acquiescence;  "nor  would  1  now  re- 
fuse such  audience  to  you,  could  it  avail  you.  But 
you  shall  suffer  no  wrong.  We  will  ourselves  look 
into  your  case." 

"Ay,  ay."  answered  the  King,  "he hath  made  ap- 
peUatio  cm  Car«ar«j>— we  will  interrogate  Glenyarlo- 
chides  ourselves,  time  and  place  fitting;  and,  in  the 
meanwhile,  have  him  and  nis  weapons  away,  for  I 
am  weary  of  the  sight  of  them."   • 

In  consequence  of  directions  hastily  given,  Nigel 
was  accordingly  removed  from  the  presence,  where, 
•  however,  his  words  had  not  altogether  fallen  to  the 
ground.*  "This  is  a  most  strange  matter,  Qeorge," 
said  the  Prince  to  the  favourite;  "  this  gentleman  hath 
*  I  cannot  here  tnnit  mentioning,  that  •  painting  of  the  old 
•rhool  i*  in  existenee,  hsriax  a  remarkable  lesembiaaoe  to  the 


a  good  countenance,  a  ha|)py  presence,  and  raodi 
calm  firmness  in  his  look  and  speech.  1  csnnot  tiimk 
he  would  attempt  a  cr.me  so  desperate  and  uaelesa.** 

"I  profess  neither  love  nor  favour  to  the  youne 
man,  answered  Buckingham,  whose  high-MxrilM 
anibitron  bore  always  an  open  character;  but  I 
cannot  but  agree  with  your  Highness,  that  our  dear 
gossip  hath  been  something  hasty  in  apprehendinfi 
personal  danger  from  him."t 

"  By  my  saul,  Steenie,  ye  are  not  blate  to  say  so!" 
said  the  King.  "  Do  I  not  ken  the  smell  of  poiithe^ 
think  ye  ?  Who  else  nosed  out  the  Fifth  of  Novem 
her,  save  our  rojTil  selves  ?  Cecil,  and  Suffolk,  ani 
all  of  them,  were  at  fault,  like  sae  mony  roongru 
likes,  when  I  puwlod  it  out;  and  trow  yc  that  I  can- 
not smell  pouther?  Why,  *sbloodi  man,  Joannci 
Barclaius  thought  my  mgme  was  m  some  measara 
inspiration,  and  terms  his  history  of  the  plot,  Seria 
paiefacti  aiviniiut  •parricidii;  and  Spiondainiiv  ^ 
Uke  manner,  saith  of  us,  Oitimtus  eraMt." 

"The  land  was  happy  in  your  Majesty's  escape;" 
said  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  "  and  not  less  in  toe 
quick  wit  which  tracked  that  labyrinth  of  treasoabr 
so  fine  and  almost  invisible  a  clew." 

"  Saul,  man,  Steenie,  ye  are  right  1  Thcrfe  are  km 
youths  have  sic  true  judgment  as  you,  respecting  m 
wisdom  of  their  elders ;  and,  as  for  this  fnuse,  traiiur- 
ous  smaik,  I  doubt  he  is  a  hawk  of  the  same  neit 
Saw  ye  not  something  papistical  about  him?  Lei 
them  look  that  he  bears  not  a  crucifiz,  or  acme  m 
Roman  trinket,  about  him.'* 

icene  described  in  the  forecoinf  chanter,  alUmoch  it  be  M(«» 
theieas  true  that'thA  similantr  n  in  all  reipecta  csMal,  aod  thil 
Uio  au'.liorknew  not  of  the  cxisUmoe  of  the  palntfaf  lilj  it  w 
■old,  amongat  othera,  with  the  foUoWiof  deacnpUoo  attaetwdl* 
it  in  a  weli-dniwa-ap  oaialofua. 

*•  FjiBDBBlOe  ZVCQBBBO. 

"Seemnr^^rmnttdinthtFtrtwiatifNiid.  »fFnttrlg»Zm- 

"Thil  extraordinary  picture,  vrhicD7indcpend«nt  of  Ui  |mS>> 
rial  merit,  hoi  been  eateemed  a  treat  litcrarr  curioei(y,  ntft" 
■enu  moat  foithfulljr  the  meeting,  in  Groenwtch  Park,  li«(«<ia 
Kint  Jamei  and  Nigel  Oliphaynt,  aa  deacribed  in  the  Fortun 
of  NigeU  ihowing  tint  the  author  muat  have  takes  ttae  — etjaia 


fh)m  authenticated  fhctt.    In  the  centre  of  the  pietura  aita  Kiag 
Jamei  on  horseback,  verr  erect  and  itifllr.    BetKreen  Hia  ¥" 
and  Prince  Chaflea,  who  ii  on  the  loft  of  the  picture,  the  T 

of  Buckiagliam  i«  repreaeoted  riding  «  blaek  horae,  and  pan 

eagerly  toward*  the  culprit,  Nigel  Oliphaont.  who  ia  ataiiv 
on  tlie  rigtit  lide  of  tiie  picture.    He  craipt  with  hia  rifhtitti 
a  gun,  or  croiibow.  and  looka  ahgrifr  towards  the  X«|L«fts 
aeenu  eoaoe wi  tat  oonflifled  and  alarmed.    Behind  Nigal^  Ik  flh 
vant  is  restraining  two  dogi  which  are  barking  fieroalv.  Vnal 
and  his  aeivaot  are  both  clothed  in  red,  the  fivefy  or  tts  <» 
phannt  family,  in  which,  to  Uiis  day,  the  town  offloera  of  PiA 
are  clotiicd,  Uiera  being  an  old  charter,  granting  to  ifai  01- 
phaunt  ftjiiily,  the  privilege  of  dreasiog  the  pubTie  olBem  rf 
P«rth  in  their  livery.    The  Duke  of  Buokinabam  ia  in  all  » 
ipecti  equal  in  magnificence  of  drrai  to  the  King  or  the  priMa. 
The  only  difference  that  is  marked  betu-een  lum  and  royalty  il^ 
tliat  hii  head  is  uncovered.     Tlie  Khig  and  ttie  Prinee  «•« 
their  hat&    In  Letitia  Aikin'a  Memoin  of  the  Reica  of  Kim 
James,  wili  be  found  a  letter  firom  Sir  Thomas  Howard  lo  Leii 
L.  Harrington,  in  which  he  recommends  the  latter  to  come  In 
court,  mentioning  that  his  Majesty  lias  spoken  favooraUy  af 
him.    He  then  pn»ceeda  to  giw  him  some  advice,  by  which  ha 
is  likely  to  find  favour  in  the  King's  eyes.    He  telle  him  to  wav 
a  bushy  ruff,  well  starched  ;  and  after  various  otlier  dircetiona 
OS  to  his  dress,  he  cpndudci, '  but  abo\'e  all  tilings  fail  m»tln 
praise  the  roan  jennet  whereon  the  King  dotli  daily  ride.*   fi 
this  picture  King  Jamua  is  represeoied  on  the  identieni  raaa  jsn> 
net  ,In  tlie  back  ground  of  the  picture  are  aeen  two  «r  tkNS 
suspicious  looking  figures,  as  if  witching  the  succeaa  of  asan 
plot    These  may liave  been  put  in  by  tha  painter,  to  flatter  tta 
King,  by  making  it  be  supposed  that  he  had  actually  eacspad, 
or  successfully  combated,  some  seriovs  plot.    The  King  m  at; 
tended  by  a  numerous  band  of  courtiers  and  attendiiote,^«i 
whom  seem  moving  forward  to  arrest  tlie  defkidter.    T1i«  pntaNp  • 

ing  of  this  nicture  is  extremely  good,  but  the  draw' —  " 

Gothic,  I 


ing  of  this  picture  is  extremely  good,  but  the  drawing  ia  voT 
Gothic,  andf  Uiere  is  no  attempt  at  the  keeping  of  pcrspeetrve.— 
The  picture  is  very  dark  and  obseara,  whicli  QonaidBimbly  adii 


to  tlie  interest  of  the  scene." 

t  Thu  fears  of  James  for  hi*  personal  safety  were  often  exdied 
witlioat  serious  grounds.  On  ooooecaaion,  having  been  induced 
to  visi  t  a  coal  pit  on  the  coast  of  Fife,  he  was  condneled  a  litOa 
way  under  the  sea,  and  brought  to  daylight  again  on  a  saHll 
island,  or  what  was  such  at  fiill  tide,  down  whicli  a  shaft  hni 
been  sunk.  James,  who  conceived  his  life  or  liberty  aimed  s^ 
when  he  found  himself  on  an  islet  mrronnded  by  the  aea,  instead 
of  adroirina.  as  his  cicerone  hoped,  the  vnexpaeted  eiiaiue  oC 
scare,  cried  Treason  with  all  bis  might,  and  could  ool  bn  pneiBed 
till  he  was  rowed  ashore.  At  Lodimahen  he  tiMk  an  cqaally 
causeless  alarm  from  a  still  slighter  cirenmatance.  Bone  nm- 
d(B5M,  o  Ash  peculiar  to  the  Loch,  were  preoenied  lo  the  rotal 
table  OS  a  delicacy ;  but  Uie  King,  who  was  not  Ikmiliar  widi 
their  appeamnce,  concluded  thes  were  poisoood,  and  broke  ap 
tlM  banqaet  "with  most  admiraa  diaorder.** 


CifAP.XX¥III.} 


THE  FORTUNES  OF  mOEL. 


lOf 


"  It  would  ill  become  me  to  attempt  ihe  exculpation 
of  thia  unhappy  man."  said  Lord  JDalgarnb.  *' consi- 
dering tlie  beiglit  of  his  present  attenit)t,  wnicb  has 
made  all  true  men's  blood  curdle  in  their  veins.  Yet 
I  cannot  avoid  intimating  with  all  duo  submission  to 
his  Majesty's  infallible  judgment,  in  justice  to  one 
who  showed  himself  formerly  only  mv  enemy,  though 
he  now  displays  himself  in  much  blacker  colours,  that 
this  Olifaunt  always  appeared  to  me  more  as  a  Puri- 
tan than  as  a  Papist''^ 

"Ah,  Dalsarno.  art  thou  there,  man?"  said  the 
KinK  Ana  ye  behoo?ed  to  keep  back,  too,  and  leaVe 
us  to  our  own  natural  stren^  and  the  care  of  Pro- 
Tidence,  when  we  were  in  grips  with  the  villain !" 

^*Provkleno&  may  it  please  your  most  Gracious 
Majesty,  would  not  fail  to  aid.  in  such  a  strait,  the 
care  of  three  weeping  kingdoms^''  said  Lord  Dalgamo. 

"  Surely,  man— surely,^*  rephed  the  King— *'but  a 
■ght  of  your  father,  with  his  long  whinyard,  Would 
have  been  a  blithe  matter  a  short  while  syae;  and  in 
iuture  we  will  aid  the  ends  of  Provklence  in  our  favour, 
by  keeping;  near  us  two  stout  beef-eaters  of  the  guard. 
—And  80  thisOlifaunt  is  a  Puritan?— not  the  less  like 
to  be  a  Papist,  for  all  that— for  extremities  meet,  as 
the  scholiast  proveth.  There  are,  as  I  have  proved  in 
my  book,  Puntans  of  papisticBl  principles— it  is  just  a 
new  tout  on  an  auld  nom." 

Here  the  King  was  reminded  by  the  Prince,  who 
areaded  perhaps  that  ho  was  going  to  recite  the  whole 
Baailicon  Dorari,  that  it  would  be  best  to  move  to- 
wards the  Palace,  and  consider  what  was  to  be  done 
for  satisfying  the  public  mind,  in  whom  the  morning's 
adventure  was  likely  to  excite  much  speculation»  As 
thev  entered  the  gate  of  the  Palace,  a  female  bowed 
and  presented  a  paper,  which  the  Kinf^  received,  and, 
with  a  sort  of  groan,  thrust  it,  into  his  side  pocket. 
The  Prince  expressed  some  curiosity  to  know  its  con- 
tnta.  "The  valet  in  waiting  will  tell  you  them,"  said 
liie  King,  "  when  I  strip  ofTmy  cassock.  D'ye  think, 
Baby»  that  I  can  read  aO  that  is  thrust  into  my  hands  1 
See  to  m&  man,*' — (he  pointed  to  the  pockets  of  his 
great  trunk  breeches,  which  were  stufiedvrith  papers) 
— "  We  are  like  an  ass— that  we  should  so  speak— 
stooping  betwixt  two  burdens.  Ay.  ay,  AeimufortU 
aecumbe7i9  inter  teriminoay  as  the  Vulgate  hath  it- 
Ay,  ay,  Vxdi  terrain  quod  ea»et  optima^  et  supposui 
hLTncnim ad  portandum,  etyactus  eum tributU ser- 
^Uns—l  saw  this  land  of  England,  and  became  an 
overburdened  king  thereof" 

"  You  are  indeed  well  loaded,  my  dear  dad  and  gos- 
sip,*' said  theDukeof  Buckiognam,  receiving  the  pa- 
pers which  King  James  emptied  out  of  hie  pockets. 

**  Ay,  ay,"  continued  the  monarch ;  "  take  them  to 
vou  per  avertiantTn^  bairns— the  one  pouch  stuflTed 
with  petitions,  t'other  with  pasquinadoes ;  a  fine  time 
we  have  on't.  On  my  conscience.  I  believe  the  taJe 
of  Cadmus  was  hieroelyphical.  and  that  the  dragon's 
teeth  whilk  he  sowed  were  the  letters  he  invented. 
Ye  are  laughing,  Babv  Charles  ?— Mind  what  1  say.— 
When  I  came  nere  first  frae  our  ain  country,  where 
the  men  are  as  rude  as  the  weather,  bv  my  conscience, 
England  was  a  bieldy  bit ;  one  would  have  thought 
Ihe  King  had  little  to  do  but  to  walk  by  quiet  waters, 
per  aquam  r^ectwnie.  But,  I  kenna  how  or  why,  the 
place  is  sair  changed— read  that  libel  upon  us  and. on 
our  regimen.  The  dragon's  teeth  are  sown.  Baby 
Charles ;  I  prav  Grod  they  beama  their  armed  harvest 
»  your  day,  if  I  suld  not  live  to  see  it.  God  forbid  I 
should,  for  there  ^'ill  be  an  awful  day's  kemping  at 
the  shearing  of  them." 

'*I  shall  know  how  to  stifle  the  crop  ui  the  blade— 
ha,  GieorgeT'  said  the  Prince,  turning  to  the  favoiyite 
witii  a  look  expressive  of  some  contempt  for  his  fa- 
ther's apprehensions,  and  full  of  confidence  in  the 
•operior  firmness  and  decision  of  his  own  counsels. 


also  had  a  glimpsaof  his  waterman  in  tbegreen  jacket 
He  had  no  time  for  ramarks,  being  placed  in  a  boat 
with  the  pursuivant  and 'two  yeomen  of  the  guard, 
and  rowed  up  the  river  as  fast  as  the  arms  of  six  stout 
watermen  oould  pull  a^fainst  the  tide.  They  passed 
the  groves  of  masts  which  even  then  astoifished  the 
stranger  with  the  extended  commerce  of  London,  and 
now  approached  those  low  and  blackened  walls  of 
curtain  and  bastion,  which  exhibit  here  and  there  a 
piece  of  ordnance,  and  here  and  there  a  solitary  sen- 
tinel under  arms,  but  have  otherwise  so  little  of  the 
miUtary  terrors  of  a  citadel.  A  projec  tin^  b  w-biowed 
arch,  which  had  lowered  over  many  en  mnocent,  and 
many  a  guiltv  head,  in  similar  circumstances,  now 
spread  its4iarkfW)wns  over  that  of  Nigel*  The  boat 
was  put  close  up  to  the  broad  steps  against  which  the 
tide  was  lapping  ite  lazy  wave.  The  warder  on  duty 
looked  from  the  wicket,  and  spoke  to  the  pursuivant 
in  whispers.  In  a  few  minutes  the  Lieutenant  of  the 
Tower  appeared,  received,  and  granted  an  acknow 
ledgment  lor  the  body  of  Nigel,  Lord  Qlenvarloch. 


having  been  alarmed  by  the  report  of  an  attack  on  the 
King's  life,  now  pressed  forward  to  see  the  supposed 
traitor.  Amid  the  confusion  of  the  moment,  he  could 
^lescrv  the  foce  of  the  victualler,  arrested  into  a  stare 
of  stolid  wonder,  and  that  of  the  barber  grimiing  be- 
twixt horror  and  eager  curiosity.  Ho  thought  that  ho 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

Te  towen  of  Juliai  i  London**  luUnf  ihaine ; 
WiUi  many  a  foul  and  midnight  murder  fed  i— Gkat. 

SnoH  is  the  exclamation  of  Gray.  Bandelb,  long 
before  him,  has  said  something  like  it ;  and  the  same 
sentiment  must,  in  some  shape  or  other^  have  fre- 
quently occurred  to  those,  who,  remembenng  the  fate 
of  other  captives  in  that  memorable  state-prison, 
may  have  had  but  too  much  reason  to  anticipate  their 
own.  The  dark  and  low  arch,  which  seemed,  like 
the  entrance  to  Dante's  Hell,  to  forbid  hope  of  re* 
gress— the  muttered  sounds  of  the  wardera,  and  pet* 
ty  formalities  observed  in  opening  and  shutting  the 
gifted  wicket— the  cold  and  constrained  salutation 
of  the  Lieutenant  of  the  fortressL  who  showed  his 
prisoner  that  distant  and  measured  respect  which  au* 
thprity  pays  as  a  tax  to  decorum,  all  struck  u;jon  Ni- 
gel' s  heart,  impressing  on  him  the  cruel  oonsaousnest 
of  captivity. 

"  I  am  a  prisoner,"  he  ^aid,  the  words  escapinsf  from 
him  almost  unawares ;  "  I  am  a  prisoner,  and  m  the 
Tower !" 

The  Lieutenant  bowed— "And  it  is  my  duty,**  he 
said,  "  to  show  your  Lordship  your  chamber,  where^ 
I  am  compelled  to  say,  my  orders  are  to  place  you 
under  some  restraint.  I  will  make  it  as  easy  as  my 
duty  permits." 

Nigel  only  bowed  in  return  to  this  conmliment,  and 
followed  the  Lieutenant  to  the  ancient  buildings  on 
the  western  side  of  the  parsde,  and  adjoining  to  the 
chapel,  used  in  those  days  as  a  state-prison,  but  ir 
ours  as  the  mess-room  of  the  oflicers  of  the  guard 
upon  duty  at  the  fortress.  The  double  doors  were 
unlocked,  the  prisoner  ascended  a  few  steps,  follow- 
ed by  the  Lieutenant,  and  a  warder  of  the  higher 
class.  They  entered  a  large,  but  irregular,  low-roof- 
ed, omd  dark  aj>artment.  exnioiting  a  very  scanty  pro 
portion  of  furniture,  "Tne  warder  had  orders  to  light 
a  fir&  and  attend  to  Lord  Glenvarloch's  commands 
in  all  things  consistent  with  his  duty;  and  the  Lieu- 
tenant, having  made  his  reverence  with  the  custom- 
ary compliment,  that  he  trusted  his  lordship  would- 
not  long  remain  under  his  guardianship,  took  his  leave, 

Nigel  would  have  asked  some  questions  of  the  war 
der,  who  remained  to  put  the  apartment  into  order, 
but  the  man  had  caught  the  spint  of  his  office. .  He 
sf^emed  not  to  hear  some  of  the  prisoner's  questions, 
though  of  the  most  ordinary  kind,  did  not  reply  to 
others,  and  when  be  did  speak,  it,was  in  a  short  and 
sullen  tone, wh'jh,  though  not  positively  disrespectflil, 
was  such  as  at  least  to  encourage  no  farther  comma- ■ 
nication. 

Nigel  Ifjt  him,  therefofre,  to  do  his  work  in  silence, 
and  proceeded  to  amuse  hunself  with  the  melancholy 

•  Traitor't  Gate,  whieh  opens  ftrm  the  Tuwer  of  London  l» 
the  Thaxnea,  w«c,  nt  ita  name  imriiefl,  Uiat  br  which  peiaoos 
aocuaod  of  tftste  otTenees  were  conveyed  to  I  heir  priion.  Wh^n 
the  tide  ii  making,  and  the  anc'ent  gHtn  ii  beheld  rVom  within 
the  buildinfd,  it  used  to  be  a  ir  oat  striking  part  of  the  ola  fort- 
roM  ;  but  it  in  now  much  injo'  .'d  in  appearance,  being  half  bai< 
up  wiUi  masonry  to  support  a  itoaro-eogine,  or  somolhinjc  of  trA 
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task  of  dedphfring  the  nttxnim,  mottoes,  Tfsrflea,  and 
Irieroslyphics,  with  which  his  predecessors  in  captivi- 
ty had  cover«i  the  wal is  of  their  prison-house.  There 
be  saw  the  names  of  many  a  forgotten  sufferer  min- 
1^  with  others  which  will  continae  in  remembrance 
tmtil  English  history  shall  perish.  There  were  the 
pious  c^iosions  of  the  devout  Catholic,  poured  forth 
an  the  eve  of  his  sealine  his  profession  at  Tyburn, 
mingled  with  those  of  the  firm  Protesunt,  about  to 
feed  the  fires  of  Smithfleld.  lliere  the  slender  hand 
of  tlie  unfortunate  Jane  Grey,  whose  f&te  was  to 
draw  tears  from  future  generations,  might  be  eon- 
trasted  with  the  bolder  touch  which  hnpressed  deep 
on  the  walls  tha^Bear  and  Ragml  Staff  the  proud 
emblem  of  the  proud  Dudleys.  It  was  like  the  roll 
<^  the  prophet,  a  record  of  lamentation  and  mourn- 
iag^  and  yet  not  unmixed  whh  brief  interjections  of 
resignation,  and  sentences  expressive  of  the  firmest 
neolution.* 

In  the  sad  Usk  of  examining  the  miseries  of  his 
predeceee^rt  in  captivity,  LonlGlenvarloch  was  in- 
terrupted by  the  sudden  opeAing  of  the  door  of  his 
prison-room.  It  was  the  warder,  who  came  to  inform 
him.  thoL  by  order  of  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower, 
his  lordship  was  to  have  the  society  and  attendance 
of  a  fellow-prisoner  in  his  place  of  confinentent.  Ni- 
gel replied  hastily,  that  he  wished  no  attendance,  and 
would  rather  be  left  alone:  but  the  waixler  f^ve  hihi 
to  understand,  with  a  kind  of  grumbling  civility,  that 
the  Lieutenant  was  the  best  judge  how  his  prisoners 
should  be  accommodated,  and  that  he  would  have  no 
trouble  with  the  boy.  who  was  such  a  slip  of  a  thing 
as  was  scarce  worth  turning  a  key  upon.— "There, 
Giles,"  he  said,  '*  bring  the  child  in.^' 

Another  warder  put  the  "lad  before  him"  into 
the  room,  and,  both  withdrawing,  bolt  crashed  and 
dhain  clansed,  as  ihey  replaced  these  ponderous  ob- 
stacles to  n^edom.  The  boy  was  clad  in  a  gray^  suit 
of  the  finest  cloth,  laid  down  with  silver  lact*.  with  a 
buff-coloured  cloak  of  the  same  pattern.  His  cap, 
which  \«as  a  Montero  of  black  velvet,  was  pulled  over 
bis  brows,  and,  with  the  profusion  of  nis  long  ringlets, 
almost  concealed  his  face.  He  stood  on  the  very  spot 
where  the  warder  had  ouitted  his  collar,  about  two 
stepa  from  the  door  of  the  apartment,  his  eyes  fixed 
on  the  ground,  and  every  Joint  trembling  with  confu- 
sion and  terror.  Nigel  could  well  have  dispensed  with 
his  society,  but  it  was  not  in  his  nature  to  behold  dis- 
tress, whetherof  bodyor  mind,  ¥rfthout  endeavouring 
to  relieve  it 

"  Cheer  up,^'  he  said,  "  my  pretty  lad.  We  are  to  be 
oompanion^  it  seems,  for  a  little  Ume—at  least  T  trust 
your  confinement  will  be  short,  since  you  are  too 
young  to  have  done  aught  to  deserve  long  restraint. 
Come,  come--do  not  be  discouragwl.  Your  hand  is 
cold  and  trembles?  the  air  is  wann  too—but  it  may 
be  the  damp  of  this  darksome  room.  Place  you  by 
the  fire.— What !  weeplns  ripe^  my  liirte  mnn  ?  I  pray 
you,  do  not  be  a  child.  You  nave  no  beard  yet,  to  be 
oishonoured  by  your  tears,  but  yet  you  should  not  cry 
like  a  girl.  Think  you  are  only  shut  up  for  playing 
truant,  and  you  can  pass  a  day  without  weeping, 
surely." 

The  boy  suffered  hhnself  to  be  led  and  seated  by 
the  fire,  but,  after  retaining  for  a  long  time  the  very 
posture  which  he  assiimea  in  sittinf?  down,  he  sud- 
denly changed  it  in  order  to  wring  his  hands  with  an 
air  of  the  bitterest  distress,  and  then,  spreading  them 
before  his  face,  went  so  plentifully,  that  the  tears 
found  their  way  in  floods  through  his  slender  fingers. 

Nigel  was  in  some  dwee  rendered  insensible  to  his 
own  situation,  by  his  feelings  for  the.  intense  agony 
by  which  so  young  and  beautiful  a  crea'uro  seemed  to 
be  utterly  overwhelmed ;  and,  sitting  do  vn  close  be- 
side the  boy,  he  appl'ed  the  most  soothing  te.*ni8  which 
occurred,  to  endeavour  to  alleviate  nis  distress;  and 
with  an  action  which  tho  differeilce  of  their  age  ren- 
dn-ed-  natural,  drew  his  hi*nd  kindly  along  the  long 
oair  of  the  disconsolate  child.    The  lad  appeared  so 

*  Theaa  memorials  of  illui^trioiu  e  tninali,  or  of  innocent  per- 
sons who  had  Uie  fat«  of  such,  are  iiti.  pnMervrd,  thoufh  al  one 
time,  In  the  courso  of  rppatring  the  rouras,  ihey  w'ere  in  aome 
danger  of  bring  whitewarhed.  Thejr  are  preserved  at  oroeent 
with  iM^-wni'ing  respect,  and  have  most  of  them  been  eneraved.— 
Bm  BATi.BT'a  Hbiorf  and  AntigitUk*  qf  tk$  TowtrqfLmdon. 
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shy  as  even  to  shrink  from  tins  alight  mmtck  to  b- 
mfliarity— yet,  when  Lord  Glenvarlocn,  wnan^ 
and  allowing  for  his  timidity,  sat  down  on  the  Mr 
side  of  the  fire,  he  appeared  to  be  more  at  li»«^ 
and  to  hearken  with  some  apparent  intsrest  to  i)t» 
guments  which  from  lime  to  time  Nigel  osed,  \th 
duce  him  to  moderate,  at  least,  the  videDcerflgi 
f^ef.  As  the  boy  listened,  bis  tears,  thongh  iheftm 
tinned  to  flow  frsely,  seemed  to  escape  from  M 
source  more  easily,  his  sobs  were  less  oonYiilnve,M 
became  graduaUy  diaiiged  into  low  sighs,  vlucliaB{ 
ceeded  each  other,  indicating. as  much  sonov.iKi 
haps,  but  less  alarm,  than  nis  first  tniuportiMl 
shown*  ^ 

"  Tell  me  who  and  what  you  are^  my  pretty  bqjn 
said  Nigel. — "  Consider  me,  child,  as  a  oompr-"^ 
who  wiahes  to  be  kind  to  yon,  would  yon  but 
him  how  he  can  be  so." 

**  Sir— my  lord,  I  mean,"  answered  the  boy, 
timidly,  ana  in  a  voice  which  could  scarce  be 
even  across  the  brief  distance  which  divided 
'•  you  are  very  good— and  I— am  veiy  unbspp/*-' 

A  second  nt  of  tears  int^nipted  what  else  be r 
intended  to  say,  and  it  requbred  a  renewal  of  1 
Glcnvarloch*B  good-natured  expostulations  vA 
oouragementai.  to  bring  him  once  more  to  sndi 
posure  as  rendered  the  lad  capable  of  e^ncaair' 
self  intelligibly.    At  length,  however,  he  wns 
say—**  I  am  sensible  of  your  goodness,  my  1 
grateful  for  it— but  I  am  a  poor  unhappy 
and,  what  is  worse,  have  myself  only  to  thav 
my  misfortunes." 

'*  We  are  seldom  absolutely  miserable,  ny 
aoquatntaiice,"  said  Nigel,  **  without  being  or 
more  or  less  responsible  for  it— I  may  well 
otherwise  I  had  not  been  here  to-day— hot '. 
very  young,  and  can  have  but  little  to  ansiwi 

^O  sir !  I  wish  I  could  say  so— I  have  * 
willed  and  obstinate— and  rash  and  ungo' 
and  now— now,  how  dearly  do  I  pay  the  pi 

"  Pshaw,  my  boy,"  replied  Nigel;  «  thil 
some  childish  rrohc— some  brcakirg  out  of 
some  truant  trick— And  yet  how  shouM  any 
have  brought  you  to  the  Tower?— There  is  n 
mysterious  about  you,  young  man,  which  I 
quire  into." 

**  Indeed,  indeed,  my  ford,  there  is  no  hann 
me,"  said  the  boy,  more  moved  it  would  seem  t 
fession  by  the  lost  words,  by  which  he  eeanej 
siderably  alarmed,  than  by  all  the  kind  eicpostar 
and  arguments  which  Nigel  had  previously  ar 
am  innocent— that  is,  1  have  done  wrong,  wit  ] 
to  deserve  being  in  this  frightful  place." 

**  Tell  me  the  truth,  then,"  sakl  Nigel,  in  a 
which  command  mingled  with  enco«ra«menl; 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  me,  and  as  little  to 
perhaps— yet,  placed  as  I  am,  I  would  know 
whom  I  speak." 

**  With  an  unhappy— boy,  sii^-and  idle  and  tn 
ly  disposed,  ss  your  lordship  said,"  answered  the 
looking  up,  and  showing  a  coimtenance  in  w 
paleness  and  blushes  succeeded  each  other,  ai 
and  shamefaced ness  alternately  had  infhience., 
left  my  father's  house  without  fcavc,  to  sec  the 
hunt  in  the  Park  at  Greenwich ;  there  came  ii 
treason,  and  all  the  gates  were  shut— I  was  m 
ed,  and  hid  myself  in  a  thicket,  and  I  was  foii 
some  of  the  rangers  and  examined— and  iheyi 
gave  no  good  account  of  mj'self— and  so  I  w^ 
hither."  .    , 

**  I  am  an  unhappy,  a  most  unhappy  bernR^ 
Lord  Glenvarloch,  rising  and  walking  throi'ii 
apartment ;  **  nothing  approaches  me  but  shail 
own  bad  fate  f  Death  and  imprisonment  oof 
steps,  and  involve  all  who  are  found  near  xne. 
this  boy's  story  sounds  strangely.— You  sny  yoe 
examined,  my  young  friend— Let  me  pray  yool 
whether  you  told  your  name,  andyourincansflfj 
ing  admission  into  the  Park— if  so,  they  surely^ 
not  have  detained  vou  7" 

**  0  my  lord,"  said  the  boy,  **  I  took  care  not  • 
them  the  name  of  jhe  friend  that  let  me  m ;  ra| 
to  my  father— I  would  not  he  knew  where  I  no*^ 
for  all  the  wealth  in  London !" 
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••  But  you  do  not  expect,'*  said  Nigel,  "  that  they 
riH  dismiss  vou  till  yoa  let  them  know  who  ana 
rhat  you  are  7" 

"  What  good  will  it  do  them  to  keep  so  useless  a 
Feature  as  myself 7"  said  the  boy ;  "  they  must  let 
ne  so,  were  it  but  out  of  shame." 

"  I)o  not  trust  to  that— tell  me  your  name  and  sta- 
[on — I  vnll  communicate  them  to  the  Lieutenant— he 
I, a, man  of  quality  and  honour,  and  will  not  only  be 
riUlng  to  procure  your  liberation,  but  also,  I  have  no 
oubt,  will  intercede  with  your  father.  1  am  partly 
nswerable  for  such  poor  aid  as  I  can  anord,  to  get 
ou  out  of  this  embarrassment,  since  I  occasioned  the 
lann  owing  to  which  you  were  arrested ;  so  tell  me 
our  name,  and  your  father's  name."     i 

•'  My  name  to  you?  O  never,  never f  answered 
tie  boy,  in  a  tone  of  deep  emotion,  the  cause  of  which 
TiKel  could  not  comprehend. 

Are  you  so  mucn  afraid  of  me,  young  man,"  he 
Bplied.  ^  because  I  am  here  accused  and  a  prisoner? 
^naiaer,  a  man  may  be  both,  and  deserve  neither 
QSpicion  nor  restraint.  Why  should  you  distrust  me  7 
r6u  seem  friendless,  and  I  ani  myself  so  much  in  the 
ame  circumstanceSi  that  I  cannot  but  pity  your  situa- 
ion  when  I  reflect  on  my  own.  Be  wise :  I  have 
poken  kindly  to  you— I  mean  as  kindly  as  I  speak.** 

•*  O,  I  doubt  it  not,  I  doubt  it  not,  my  lord,"  said 
hB  boy.  "  and  I  could  tell  you  all— that  is,  almost  all." 

"  Tell  me  nothing,  my  young  friend,  excepting  what 
Bay  assist  me  in  bemg  useful  !o  you,"  said  Nigel. 

"^  You  are  generous,  my  lord,"  said  the  boy ;  "  and 
[  am  sure— O  sure,  I  might  safely  trust  to  your  ho- 
lour— But  yet— but  yet— I  am  so  sore  beset— I  have 


been  so  rash,  so  imguarded— I  can  never  tell  you  of 
my  Uly.  Besides,  I  have  alreadv  told  too  much  to 
one  vhose  heart  I  thought  I  hacf  moved— yet  I  find 


myself  here." 

To  whom  did  you  make  this  disclosure  7"  said 
ITIgel. 

**  I  dare  not  tell,"  replied  the  youth. 

'•  There  is  something  singular  about  you^  my  young 
riend,"  said  Lord  Glenvarloch,  withdrawmg  with  a 
jBQtle  degree  of  compulsion  the  hand  with  which  the 
oy  bad  again, covered  his  eyes;  "  do  not  pain  your- 
ffC  with  thinking  on  your  situation  just  at  present— 
ilur  pulse  is  higlL  and  your  hand  feverish— lay  your- 
ilf  on  yonder  palleL  and  try  to  compose  vourself  to 
bep. .  It  is  the  readiest  and  best  remedy  for  the  ian- 
ies  with  which  you  are  worrying  yoursel£" 
^  I  thank  you  for  your  considerate  kindness,  mj^ 
^td"  said  the  boy;  **  with  your  leave  I  will  remain 
Mr  a  little  space  quiet  in  this  chair— I  am  better  thus 
ban  on  the  couch.  I  can  think  undisturbedly  on 
rhati  have  done,  and  have  still  to  do;  and  if  God 
ends  slumber  to  a  creature  so  exhausted,  it  shall  be 
DOSt  welcome." 

So  saying,  the  boy  drew  his  hand  from  Lord  Nigel's, 
iTid,  drawing  around  him  and  fmrtlyover  his  face  the 
bids  o(  his  ample  cloak,  he  resided  himself  to  sleep 
>r  meditatio;fi,  whi)«  his  companion,  notwithstancfing 
the  exhaustmg  scenes  of  this  and  tlie  preceding  day, 
(ontinued  his  pensive  walk  up  and  down  the  apart- 
ment. 

Every  reader  has  experienced,  that,  times  occur, 
when,  tar  from  being  lords  of  external  circumstances, 
nan  is  unable  to  rule  even  the  wayward  realm  of  his 
own  thoughts. ,  It  was  Nigel's  natural  wish  to  con- 
ader  his  own  situation  coolly,  and  fix  on  the  course 
which  it  became  him  as  a  man  of  sense  and  courage 
to  adopt ;  and  yet,  in  spite  of  himself^  and  .notwith- 
standing the  deep  interest  of  the  critical  state  in  which 
he  was  i>laced,  it  did  so  happen  that  his  fellow-pri- 
aoner's  situation  occupied  more  of  his  thoughts  than 
did  his  own.  There  was  no  accounting  for  this 
wandering  of  the  imagination,  but  also  there  was  no 
striving  with  it  The  pleading  tones  of  one  of  the 
sweetest  voices  he  had  ever  heard,  still  rung  in  his 
ear,  though  it  seemed  that  sleco)  had  now  foUered  the 
tODjgue  of  the  speaker.  He  drew  near  on  tiptoe  to 
ntnfy  himself  whether  it  were  so.  The  folds  of  the 
cloak  hid  the  lower  part  of  his  face  entirely ;  but  the 
bounei.  which  had  fallen  a  little  aside,  permitted  him 
to  see  the  forehead  streaked  with  blue  veinst  the  clos- 
•d  eyes,  and  the  lotag  silken  ^^wAteM. 


**  Poor  child,"  said.  Nigel  tp  hiraielf,  as  he  looked 
on  him,  nestled  up  as  it  were  in  the  folds  of  his  mantle^ 
"  the  dew  is  yet  on  thy  eyela^es,  and  thou  hast  fairly 
wept  thyself  asleep.  Sorrow  is  a  rough  nurse  to  oa^ 
so  young  and  delicate  as  thou  art.  Peace  be  to  thy 
slumbers,  I  will  not  disturb  them.  My  own  misfoi« 
tunes  require  my  attention,  and  it  is  to  tlieir  con-^ 
temptation  that  I  must  resign  myself." 

He  atteriipted  to  do  so,  but  was  crossed  at  every 
turn  by  conjectures  which  intruded  themselves  as  be- 
fore, and  which  all  regarded  the  sleeper  rather  than 
himself.  He  was  angry  and  vexed,  and  expostiilatea 
with  himself  concerning  the  overweening  interest 
which  he  took  in  the  concerns  of  one  of  whom  he 
knew  nothing,  saving  that  the  boy  was  forced  into 
his  company,  perhaps  as  a  spy,  by  those  to  whose 
custody  he  was  committed— but  the  spell  could  no^ 
be  broken,  and  the  thoughts  which  he  struggled  to 
dismiss,  continued  to  haunt  him* 
,  Thus  passed  half  an  hour,  or  more ;  at  the  condn- 
sion  of  which,  the  harsh  sound  of  the  revolving  bolts 
was  again  heard,  and  the  voice  of  the  warder  an- 
nounced that  a  man  desired  to  speak  with  Lotd  Glen- 
varloch. *'  A  man  to  speak  with  me,  under  my  pre- 
sent circumstances !— Who  can  it  be  7"  And  John 
Christie^  his  landlord  of  Paul's  Whari;  resolved  hit 
doubts,  by  entering  the  apartment  "  Welcome- 
most  welcome,  nime  honest  landlord !"  said  Lord 
Glenvarloch.  **  How  could  I  have  dreamt  of  seeing 
Yp\i  in  my  present  close  lodgings  r*  And  at  the  sams 
time,  with  the  frankness  or  old  kindness,  he  walked 
tip  to  Christie  and  offered  his  hand ;  bnt  John  started 
back  as  from  the  look  of  a  basilisk. 

"  Keep  your  courtesies  to  yourself,  m v  lord,"  said 
he,  gniffly  ;  "  I  have  had  as  many  of  tncm  already 
as  may  serve  me  for  my  fife." 

"  Why,  Master  Christie,"  said  Nigel,  "what  means 
this 7  I  trust  I  have  not  ofTended  you  7" 

"Ask  me  no  questions,  my  lord,"  said  Christie, 
bluntly.  "I  am  a  man  of  peace— I  came  not  hither 
to  wrangle  with  you  at  this  place  and  season.  Just 
suppose  that  I  am  well  informed  of  all  the  obUge- 
ments  from  your  honour's  nobleness,  and  then  ac- 
quaint me,  in  as  few  words  as  may  be,  where  is  the  un- 
happy woman— What  have  you  done  with  her  7" 

"What  have  I  done  with  her!"  said  Lord  Glenvar- 
loch—" Done  with  whom  7  I  know  not  what  you  art 
speaking  o£" 

"  OIl  yes,  my  lord,"  said  Christie ;  **  play  surprise 
as  well  as  you  will,  you  must  have  some  guess  that 
I  am  speaking  of  the  poor  fool  that  wsQb  my  wife,  till 
she  became  your  lordship's  light-o-Iove." 

"Your  wife!  Has  your  wife  left  you 7  and,  if  she 
hfls,  do  you  come  to  ask  her  of  me  r' 

"YcE,  my  lord,  singular  as  it  may  seem,"  returned 
Chris ii('^  in  a  tone  pf  oitter  irony,  and  with  a  sort  of 
grin  widtiy  discording  from  the  discomposure  of  hjs 
featurf»^4  me  ^Icam  of  his  eye,  and  the  froth  which 
siood  on  hi  El  hp,  "I  do  come  to  make  that  demand  of 
your  lordship.  Doubdess,  you  are  surprised  I  should 
take  tiic  trouble;  but,  I  cannot  tell,  great  men  and 
litde  men  think  differently.  She  has  lain  in  my  bo- 
som, and  drunk  of  my  cup:  and,  such  as  she  is,  I 
cannot  forget  that— though  I  will  never  see  her  again 
—she  must  not  starve,  my  lord,  or  do  worse,  to^ain 
bread,  though  I  reckon  your  lordship  may  think  lam 
robbing  the  public  in  tryinjg  to  change  her  courses," 

"  By  my  faith  as  a  Christian,  by  my  honour  as  a 

gentleman,"  said  Lord  Glenvarloch,  *^if  aught  amiss 
as  chanced  with  your  wife,  I  know  nothing  of  it.  I 
trust  in  Heaven  you  are  as  much  mistaken  in  impu- 
ting ffuilt  to  her,  as  m  supposing  me  her  partner 
in  it.'"^ 

"  Fie !  fie  I  nr  v  lord,"  said  Cbrisrie,  "  why  will  yoti 
make  it  so  to*  gn  7  She  is  but  the  wife  of  a  clod-pa  ted 
old  chandler,  who  was  idiot  enough  to  many  s 
wench  twenty  years  younger  than  himself.  YonY 
lordship  cannot  nave  more  glory  by  it  than  you  have 
had  alreadv :  and,  as  for  advantage  and  solace,  I  take 
it  Dame  Nelly  is  now  unnecessary  to  your  gratifica- 
tion. I  shomd  be  sorry  to  interrupt  the  course  ot 
your  pleasure ;  an  old  wittol  should  have  more  cou 
sideration  of  his  condition.  But,  your  preaous  lord 
ship  bong  mewed  up  here  among  other  choice  ieweb 
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of  the  .Ungdoniy  Dame  Nelly  oannot,  I  take  ^t,  be  ad- 
mitted to  ahare  the  hours  of  dallianoe  which" 

Here  the  incensed  husband  stammered,  broke  ofTbia 

Sne  of  irony,  and  proceeded,  strikinc  his  staff  against 
e  ground—  O  that  these  false  limbs  of  yours,  which 
1  wish  had  been  hamstrung  when  thev  first  crossed 

Ely  honeat  threehold.  were  free  from  the  fetters  they 
ave  well  deserved  1  1  would  give  you  the  odds  of 
your  youth,  and  your  weapon,  and  would  bequeath 
my  soul  to  the  foul  fiend  if  I,  with  this  piece  oi  oak, 
did  not  make  you  such  an  example  to  all  ungrateful, 
pick- thank  courtiers,  that  it  should  be  a  proverb  to 
the  end  of  time^  how  John  Christie  swaddled  hia  wife's 
fluelemanr ^^.    . 

"  I  understand  not  yonr  maolence,"  said  Nigel, 
**  but  I  ibr^ve  it,  because  you  labour  under  some 
strange  delusion.  In  so  far  as  I  can  comprehend  your 
vehement  charge,  it  la  entirely  undeserved  on  my 
part.  You  seem  to  impute  to  me  the  seduction  oc 
your  wife— I  trust  she  is  innocent.  For  me,  at  least, 
0heis  as  innocent  as  an  angel  in  bliss.  I  never 
thought  of  her— never  touched  her  hand  or  cheek, 
save  m  hoiourable  courtesy." 

**  O,  ay— fourtesy  I— that  is  the  very  word.  She 
always  praised  your  lordship's  honourable  courtesy, 
Te  have  cozened  qie  between  ye,  with  your  courtesy. 
My  lord— my  lord,  you  came  to  us  no  very  wealthy 
man— you  know  it  It  was  for  no  lucre  of  gain  I 
look  you  and  your  swaah-buckler,  your  Don  viesp 
yonder,  under  my  poor  roof.  I  never  cared  if  the  little 
room  were  let  or  no :  I  could  live  without  it.  If  you 
could  not  havapaid  for  it,  you  should  never  have  been, 
asked.  All  the  wharf  knows  John  Christie  has  the 
means  and  spirit  to  do  a  kindness.  When  you  first 
darkened  my  honest  doorway,  I  was  as  happy  as  a 
man  need  to  be,  who  is  no  youngster,  and  has  the 
rheumatism.  Kdly  was  the  kindest  and  best-hu- 
moured wench— we  nQight  have  a  word  nowand  then 
about  a  gown  or  a  nboon,  but  ji  kinder  soul  on  the 
whole,  and  a  more  careful,  considering  her  yeare,  till 

you  came— and  what  is  she  now  1 ^But  I  will  not 

be  a  fool  to  cry,  if  I  can  help  it.  What  she  is,  is  not 
tte  question,  but  tefure  she  is ;  and  that  I  muaf  learn, 
sir.  of  you." 

'*  How  can  yoU|  when  I  tell  you,"  replied  Nigel, 
"  that  I  am  as  ignorant  as  yourself;  or  rather  much 
mors  sol  Till  this  moment,  I  never  heard  of  any 
disagreement  betwixt  your  dame  and  you." 

"  That  is  a  lie,"  said  John  Christie,  bluntly. 

**  How,  you  base  viUam  1"  said  Lord  Glenvarloch— 
**  do  you  presume  on  my  situation?  If  it  were  not 
that  I  hold  you  mad,  and  perhaoa  made  so  by  some 
wrong  sustakied,  you  should  find  my  being  weapon- 
less were  no  protection;  I  would  beat  your  Drains  out 
againat  the  wall." 

^*  Ay,  ay,"  answered  Christie, "  bully  as  ye  list. 
Yt  have  been  at  the  ordinaries,  and  in  Alsatia,  and 
learned  the  ruffian's  rant,  I  doubt  not  But  I  repeat, 
you  have  spoken  an  untruth,  when  you  saki  you  knew 
not  of  my  wife's  falsehood ;  for,  when  you  were  twit- 
led  with  It  among  your  gay  mates,  it  was  a  common 
Jest  among  you,  and  your  lordship  took  all  the  credit 
they  would  give  youjpr  your  gallantry  and  gratitude.*' 

liiere  was  a  mixture  of  truth  in  this  part  of  the 
charge,  which  disconcerted  Lord  Glenvarloch  ex- 
ceedmgly  I  for  he  could  not,  as  a  man  of  honour,  deny 
that  Lord  Dalgamo,  and  othen^  had  occasionally 
•eated  with  him  n  .  the  subject  of  Dame  Nelly,  and 
Ihat,  though  he  had  not  played  exactly  Ufarifaron 
4ea  vices  owil  vfatoii  pas^  he  had  not  at  least  been 
sufficiently  anxious  to  clear  himself  of  the  suspicion 
of  such  a  crime  to  men  who  considered  it  as  a  merit 
It  was  therefore  with  some  hesitation,  and  in  a  sort  of 
Qualifying  tone,  that  he  admitted  tha*  some  klle  iesis 
(id  passed  upon  such  a  supposition,  ali  'ough  without 
ttie  least  foundation  in  truth.  John  Chnetie  would 
not  listen  to  his  vindication  any  longer.  **  By  your 
own  account,"  he  said,  "  you  permitted  lies  to  be  told 
of  you  in  jest  How  do  I  know  you  are  speaking 
truth,  now  ycu  are  serious  7  You  thought  it,  I  sup- 
npsi;,  a  fine  thing  to  wear  the  reputatbn  of  naving 
Sahonoured  an  honest  family,— who  will  not  think 
Ukhi  you  had  real  grounds  for  your  base  bravado  to 
cast  iifion  7   I  will  not  believe  otherwise  for  one,  and 


therefore,  my  lord,  marii  vhat  I  have  to  say.  Ton  m 
now  yourself  in  trouble— As  yon  hope  to  cone  tbnqji 
it  safely,  and  without  loss  of  life  and  propem  id 
me  where  this  unhappy  woman  is.  Tell  me,  u  loo 
hope  for  heaven^tell  me, 'if  you  fear  hell--tellB»,tt 
you  would  not  have  the  curse  of  en  utterly  rained  so- 
man, and  a  broken-hearted  man,  attend  you  tfaimi^ 
life^and  bear  witness  against  you  at  the  Great  Dtji 
which  shall  come  afler  death.  You  are  movoL  vf 
lord,  I  see  it  I  cannot  forget  the  wrong  yon  om 
done  me.  I  cannot  even  promise  to  forgive  it-^vH 
tell  me.  and  yon  shall  never  see  roe  again,  or  1m 
more  or  my  reproaches." 

^  Unfortunate  man,"  said  Lord  Glenvarioch,  V 
have  said  more,  far  more  than  enough,  to  roouM 
deeply.  Were  I  at  liberty,  I  would  lend  you  imiaf 
aid  to  search  out  him  who  has  wronged  yon.  !■» 
ther  that  I  do  suspect  my  having  been  yourloo^tal 
been  in  aome  dejnee  the  remote  cause  of  bringing  <b 
spoiler  mto  the  sneepfold." 

**  I  am  glad  your  lordahb  grants  me  so  mDck*nd 
John  Christie,  resuming  the  tone  of  imbtttered  imf 
with  which  he  had  opened  the  singular  convetntiaii 
"I  will  spare  you  farther  reproach  and  remonstmee 
—your  mind  is  made  up,  and  so  is  mine.— So,  h, 
warder !"  The  warder  entered,  and  John  weotoB,- 
"  I  want  to  get  out,  brother.  Look  well  to  fU 
charge— it  were  better  that  half  the  wiM  bcwnii 
their  dens  yonder  were  turned  loose  uponTbwer*ffl 
than  that  this  same  smooth-faced,  civu-spokengod^ 
man,  were  again  returned  to  honest  men  s  oompa^ 

So  saying,  he  hastily  left  the  apartment ;  ana  n 
had  full  leisure  to  lament  the waywardnena  of  hisft 
which  seemed  never  to  tire  of^ persecuting  hinfc 
crimes  of  which  he  was  iimocent^  and  mvestiKlB 
with  the  appearances  of  guilt  whidh  his  mind  aw 
red.  He  could  not,  however,  help  acknowjg^y 
himself,  that  all  the  pain  which  he  might  suttail* 
the  present  acaisarion  of  John  Chnstie,  wii «  w 
deserved,  from  his  having  suiiered  himself, w<^7 
nity,  or  rather  pn  unwillingness  to  encounter raxw, 
to  be  supposed  capable  of  a  base  inhospitable  ctimt^ 
merely  because  fools  called  it  an  affair  of  galli^^ 
and  it  was  no  balsam  to  the  wound,  when  bo  wm 
lected  what  Richie  had  told  him  of  his  having  vm 
ridiculed  behind  his  back  by  the  gallants  of  w<m 
nary,  for  afl^ecting  the  rpputatk)n  of  an  intrigue  vsA 
he  had  not  in  reality  spirit  enough  to  faavecarriedM 
His  simulauon  had,  in  a  word,  pinoed  him  in  tbeit 
lucky  predicament  of  being  rallied  as  a  brr 
amongst  the  dissipated  youths,  with  whom  the 
of  the  amour  wooid  have  given  hjtD  credit ; 
the  other  hand,  he  \\a8  branded  as  an  in) 
aeducer  by  the  injured  husband,  who  was  ' 
persuaded  of  his  guilt. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

How  ftiM  the  man  on  whom  foo^  men  wwild  \Mk 
With  «yiM  where  noora  and  ceofuio  combalMi, 
Rut  that  kind  Christian  love  1iat!i  taufhtthe  lea 
Tliat  they  who  marit  most  oontempt  and  taate^ 
-0UPttt9. 


^ 


Do  moat  dewrre  our  pitjr.- 

It  might  have  seemed  nattiral  that  the  Tisitof  Jjj 
Christie  should  have  enti»ely  diverted  Nigel's  at^ 
tion  fh)m  his  slumbering  companion,  and;  for  at 
such  was  the  immediate  effect  of  the  chain  of  B 
ideas  which  the  incident  introduced ;  yet,  soons 
the  injured  man  had  departed.  Lonl  GlenTariocal 
giin  to  think  it  extraordinary  that  the  boy  should  If 
slept  so  soundly,  while  they  talked  loudly  in  nia^i 
nity.  Yet  he  certainly  did  not  ai)pear  to  nate  sw 
Was  he  well— was  ho  only  feigning  sleep?  Heg 
close  to  him  to  make  his  observauona^  and  peroof 
that  he  had  wept,  and  was  still  weeping,  tbougbl 
eyes  were  closed.  He  touched  him  gendy  m  J 
shoulder— the  boy  shrunk  from  his  toach,  but  didil 
awake.  He  pulled  him  harder,  and  aaked  him  n  I 
was  sleeping.  *  .  j* 

"  Do  they  waken  folk  in  yoorcountry  to  knoirwjr 
ther  they  are  asleep  or  no  7"  aakl  the  boy,  in  a  pee«^ 
tons*  t..^ 

"NO,  my  young  sir,"  answered  Nigd;  "bat  wbes 
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tfaejr  wMp  m  the  manner  yon  do  in.  your  sleep,  they 
awaken  them  to  see  what  ails  tbeoi.'^ 

"it  mfpai&ee  tittle  to  any  one  what  aik>  me,"  said 
the  boy. 

**  True,"  replied  Lord  GlenTorloch  t  '*  but  you  knew 
belbre  you  went  to  sleep  how  little  I  could  assist  you 
in  your  dk^cultiea,  and  you  seemed  disposed,  notwith- 
ttandiflft  te  put  some  confidence  in  me." 
"If  I  aid.  I  have  changed  ray  mind,"  said  the  lad. 
"And  what  may  have  occasioned  this  change  of 
mnd,  I  trow?"  said  Lord  Glenvarloch.^"  Some  men 
neak  through  their  sleep— perhaps  you  have  the  gift 
I   M  healing  in  it?" 

**  No,  but  the  Patiurch  Joseph'  never  dreamt  truer 
^smma  than  I  do." 

**  Indeed  I"  said  Lord  Glenvarloch.  "And,  pray, 
what  dream  have  you  had  that  has  deprived  me  of 
xour  good  opinion ;  for  that,  X  think,  seems  the  moral 
of  tha  matter?" 

**  Ton  shall  judge  youraell^"  answered  the  boy.  "  I 
dieamed  1  was  in  a  wild  forest,  where  there  was  a  cry 
of  hounds  and  Mmiding  of  boms,  exactly  as  I  heard 
in  Oieenwich  Park." 

^That  was  because  you  were  in  the  Park  this 
flBoming^  you  simple  cl^ild,"  said  NigeL 

"  Stay,  my  lord,"  said  the  youth.  "  I  went  on  in 
my  dream,  till,  at  the  top  o(  a  broad  green  alley,  I  saw 
a  noble  stag  which  had  fallen  into  the  toils ;  and  me* 
tbousht  I  knew  that  he  was  the  very  stag  which  the 
whole  party  were  hunting,  and  th^t  u  the  chase  came 
up,  tbe  dogs  would  tear  nim  to  pieces,  or  the  hunters 
would  cut  his  throat;  atid  I  ,had  pity  on  the  gallant 
ttsRi  and  though  I  wasof  a  different  kind  from  him, 
anotliough  I  was  somewhat  afraid  of  him,  I  thought 
1  WMaid  venture,  something  to  free  so  stately  a  crea- 
tore;  and  I  polled  out  my  knife,  and  just  as  I  was 
UlBmning  to  cut  the  meshes  of  the  net,  the  animal 
Muted  up  in  my  face  m  the  likeness  of  a  tiger,  much 
wger  and  fiercer  than  any  you  may  have  seen  in  the 
vard  of  the  wild  beasts  yonder,  and  was  just  about 
10  tear  me  limb  finom  lipib.  when  you  awaked  me." 

"Methinkst"  said  Nigel,  "I  deserve  more  thanks 
fkan  I  have  got,  for  rescuing  you  from  such  a  danger 
bjf^  waking^you. .  But,  my  pretty  master,  methinks  all 
tSii  ta!e  of  a  t^er  and  a  stag  has  liitle  to  do  with 
fOKir  change  of  tempor  towards  me." 
**  I  know  not  whether  it  has  or  no,"  said  the  lad ; 
.  *but  I  will  not  tell  you  who  I  am." 

*'Vou  will  keep  your  secret  to  yourself  then,  peevish 

.  boy/'  said  Nigel,  turning  from  him,  and  resuming  his 

walk  through  the  room ;  then  stopping  suddenly^  he 

.  sud, — '*  And  yet  you  shall  not  escape  from  me  with- 

:  out  knowing  that  I  penetrate  your  mystery." 

"  jIx  mystery !"  said  the  youth,  at  once  alarmed 
'  ind  trritated,—  what  mean  you,  my  lord?" 

"  Only  that  I  can  read  your  dream  without  the  as- 
listance  of  a  Chaldean  interpreter,  and  my  exposition 
la^that  my  (air  companion  does  not  wear  the  dress 
•f  her  Bex, 

**  And  if  I  do  not,  my  lord,"  said  bis  companion, 
hastily  starting  up,  and  folding  her  cloak  tight  around 
her,  '*  my  dress,  anoh  as  it  is,  covers  one  who  will  not 
dmrace  it." 

^*^Many  would  call  that  speech  a  fair  challenge," 
•aid  Lford  Glenvarloch,  looking  on  her  fixedly; 
"women  do  not  masquerade  in  men's  clotlies,  to  make 
use  of  men*s  weapons." 

"  I. have  no  such  purpose,"  said  the  seeming  boy ; 
**  I  have  other  means  of  protection,  and  powerful^- 
but  I  would  first  know  what  is  your  purpose." 

"  An  honourable  and  a  most  respectful  one,"  said 

I^ord  Glenvarloch:"  whatever, you  are— whatever 

,  motive  may  nave  brought  you  into  this  ambiguous 

^  iituatk>n,  I  am  sensible-^yery  look,  word,  and  action 

:  ofyoura,  mfJces  me  sensible,  that  you  are  no  proper 

,  ivbiect  of  importunity,  far  less  of  ill  usage.    What 

,  rircuin stances  can  have  forced  you  into  so  doubtful  a 

aaaatk>n,  I  knoff  not;  but  I  feel  assured  there  is,  and 

can  he.  nothing  m  them  ofpremediiated  wi-ong,  which 

iboula  expose  you  to  cold'bloodod  msult     From 

,  me  you  have  nothing  to  dread." 

"  1  expected  noihmg  kas  from  your  nobleness,  my 
knd,"  aoawered  the  female ;  "  my  adventure,  though 
t  feel  it  was  both  desperate  and  foolish,  is  not  so 


very  foolish,  nor  my  safety,  hen  so  titteriy  unpro- 
tected, as  at  first  sight— and  In  this  strange  dress,  it 
may  appeor  to  be.  I  have  sufiered  enough,  and 
more  than  enough,  by  the  degradation  of  having 
boon  seen  in  this  un/emmine  attire,  and  the  comments 
you  must  necessarily  have  made  on  my  conduct- 
but  I  thank  God  that  I  am  so  far  protected,  that  I 
could  not  have  been  subjected  to  insult  unavenged," 

VVhen  this  extraordinary  explanation  had  proceed- 
ed thus  far,  the  warder  ain)earecL  to  place  before  Lord 
Glenvarloch  a  meal,  which,  for  his  present  situation, 
mi^t  be  called  comfortable,  and  which,  if  not  eq^ual 
to  the  cookery  of  the  celebrated  Cjevalier  Beauieo, 
was  much  superior  in  neatness  and  cleaifliness  to  that 
of  Alsatia.  A  warder  attended  to  do  the  honours  of 
the  table,  and  made  n  si^n  to  die  disguised  female  to 
rise  and  assist  him  in  his  functions.  But  ,Nigel  de> 
daring  that  he  knew  the  youth's  parents,  interfered, 
and  caused  his  companion  to  eat  along  with  him. 
She  consented  with  a  sort  of  embarrassment,  whicn 
rendered  her  pretty  features  yet  more  interesting. 
Yet  she  maintained  with  a  natural  grace  that  sort  of 
good-breeding  which  belongs  to  the  , table;  and  it 
seemed  to  Nigel,  whether  already  prejudiced  in  herfa- 
vour  by  the  extraordinary  circumstances  of  their  meet* 
dng,  or  whether  really  judging  from  what  was  actually 
the  fact,  that  he  bad  seldom  seen  a  young  person  com- 
port herself  with  more  decorous  propriety,  mixed  with 
ingenuous  simplicity;  while  the  consciousness  of  the 
peculiarity  of  her  situation  threw  a  singular  coburing 
over  her  whole  demeanour,  which  could  be  neither 
said  to  be  formal,  nor  easy,  nor  embarrassed,  but  was 
compounded  of,  and  shaded  with,  an  uiterchange  of 
all  these  three  characterisucs.  Wine  was  placed  on 
the  table,  of  which  she  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to 
taste  a  glass.  Their  conversation  was,  of  course, 
limited  by  the  presence  of  the  warder  to  the  business 
of  the  table;  but  Nigel  had,  long  ere  the  cloth  was 
removed,  formed  there8olution,if  possible,  of  making 
himself  master  of  this  young  person's  history,  the 
more  especially  as  he  now  began  to  think  that  the 
tones  of  her  voice  and  her  features  were  not  so  strange 
to  him  as  he  had  oriKinally  supposed.  This,  however, 
was  a  couviction  which  he  adopted  slowly,  and  only 
as  it  dawned  upon  him  from  particular  circumbtoncea 
during  the  course  of  the  repast. 

At  length  the  prison-meal  was  finished,  and  Lord 
Glenvarloch  began  to  think  how  he  might  most 
easily  enter  upon  the  topic  he  meditated,  when  tho 
warder  announced  a  visiter. 

"Soh!"  said  Nigel,  something  displeased,  "I  find 
even  a  prison  docs  not  save  one  fVom  importunate 
visitations." 

,He  prepared  to  receive  hid  guest,  however,  while 
his  alarmed  companion  flew  to  the  targe  cradle-sha- 
ped chair,  which  had  first  served  her  as  a  place  ot 
refuge,  drew  her  cloak  around  her,  and  disposed  her- 
self as  much  as  she  could  to  avoid  ob.«ervaLion.  Snr 
had  scarce  rnade  her  arrangements  for  that  purpose, 
when  the  door  opened,  and  the  worthy  citizen,  George 
Heriot,  entered  the  prison-chamber. 

He  cast  around  the  apartment  his  ubual  sharp, 
quick  glance  of  observation,  and,  advancing  to  Nigel, 
said— ^*  My  lord,  I  wish  I  could  say  I  was  happy  to 
see  you-" 

"The  sight  of  those  who  are  unhappy  themselves, 
Master  Heriot,  seldom  produces  happiness  to  their 
friends— I,  however,  am  glad  to  seryou." 

He  extended  his  hand,  but  Heriot  bowed  with  mucn 
formal  complaisance,  instead  oS  accepting, the  cour- 
tesy, whk;h  in  those  times,  when  .tlie  distinction  oC 
ranKs  was  much  guarded  by  etiquette  and  ceremoiiVi 
was  considered  as  a  distinguished  favour. 

"  You  are  displeased  with  me,  Master  Heriot,"  said 
Lord  Glenvsrlocb,  reddening,  for  he  was  not  deceiv- 
ed by  the  worthy  citizen's  afiectation  of  extreme 
reverence  and  respect. 

"By  no  means,  my  lord,"  replied  Heriot;  "but! 
have  been  in  France,  and  nave  thought  it  as  well  to 
import,  along  with  other  more  substantia!  articles,  a 
email  sample  of  that  sood- breeding  which  tlic  French 
are  so  renowned  for." 

"  It  is  not  kind  of  you,"  snid  Nigel.  "  to  bestow  llie 
first  USD  of  it  on  an  old  and  obliged  tiiend." 
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Hertot  only  answered  to  thi«  obiervation  with  a 
short  dry  cough,  and  then  proceeded. 

**  Hera  \  hem  1 1  say,  ahem !  My  lord,  as  my  French 
politeness  may  not  carry  me  far,  I  would  willingly 
know  whether  I  am  to  speak  as  a  friend,  since  your 
lordship  is  pleased  to  term  me  such ;  or  whether  I 
«m,  as  befits  my  condition,  to  confine  myself  to  the 
needful  business  which  must  be  treated  of  between 
ns." 

"  Speak  as  a  ftiend  by  all  means,  Master  Henot," 
«aid  Nigel;  "I  perceive  you  have  adopted  some  of 
the  numerous  prejudices  against  me,  if  not  all  of 
them.  Spe«k  out  and  frankly--^hat  I  cannot  dftny 
I  will  at  least  confess.'* 

"And  I  trust,  my  lord,  rsdress,"  said  Httiot. 

**  So  far  as  is  in  my  power,  certainly/'  answered 

*^h  I  my  lord,"  continued  Heiiot,  **  that  Is  a  me- 
lancholy though  a  necessary  restriction ;  for*  how 
Dghtly  may  any  one  do  an  hundred  times  more  than 
me  degree  of  evil  which  it  may  be  within  hia  power 
to  repair  to  the  suflferers  and  to  society  ?  But  we  are 
not  alone  here,'*  he  said,  stopping,  and  darting  his 
shrewd  eye  towards  the  mufl^ea  figure  of  the  disguis- 
ed maiden,  whosp  utmost  efiforts  had  not  enabled  her 
BO  to  adjust  her  position  as  altogether  to  escape  ob- 
servation. More  anxious  to  prevent  her  beins  dis- 
covered than  to  keep  his  own  afifairs  private,  Nigel 
hastily  answered— 

"  "ris  a  page  of  mine ;  you  may  speak  freely  before 
him.    He  is  of  Prance,  and  knows  no  Enpliim." 

"I  am  then  to  speak  freely,"  said  Henot,  after  a 
second  glance  at  the  chair;  '^perhaps  my  words  may 
he  more  free  than  welcome." 

"Go  on,  sir,"  said  Nigel,  "I  have  toM  you  I  can 
boar  reproof." 

"  In  one  word,  then,  my  lord— why  do  1  find  you  in 
this  place,  and  whelmed  with  chnrges  which  must 
blacken  a  name  rendered  famous  bv  ages  of  virtue  1" 

"  Simply  then,  you  find  me  here,'*  said  Nigel,  "  be- 
cause, to  begin  from  my  original  error,  I  would  be 
wiwr  than  my  father." 

••It  was  a  difficult  task,  my  lord,"  replied  Hcriot : 
"your  father  was  voiced  generally  as  the  wisest  and 
one  of  the  bravest  men  or  Scotland." 

"  He  commanded  me,"  continued  NigcK  **  to  avoid 
]ill  gambling ;  and  I  took  upon  me  to  modify  this  in- 
junction into  regulating  my  play  according  to  my 
riull,  means,  and  the  course  ormV  luck." 

"  Ay,  self  opinion,  acting  on  a  desire  of  acquisition, 
tny  lord— you  hoped  to  touch  pitch  and  not  to  be  de- 
filed," answered  Hetiot  "Well,  my  loW,  you  need 
not  say,  for  I  have  heard  with  much  regret  how  far 
this  conduct  diminished  your  reputation.  Your  next 
error  I  may  without  scruple  remind  you  of— My  lord, 
my  lord,  in  whatever  degree  Lord  Dalgamo  may 
have  failed  towards  yon,  the  son  of  his  father  should 
have  been  sacred  from  your  violence." 

"  You  speak  in  cold  blood.  Master  Heriot,  and  I 
was  smarting  under  a  thousand  wrongs  inflicted  on 
me  under  the  mask  of  friendship." 

"That  is,  he  gave  your  lordahip  bad  advice,  and 
you/*  said  Heriot 

"Was  Ibol  enough  to  follow  his  counsel,"  answer- 
ed NiKcl— "  But  we  wiU  pass  this,  Master  Herrot.  if 
you  please.  Old  men  and  young  men,  men  of  the 
sword  and  men  of  peaceful  occupation!  always  have 
thought,  always  will  think,  di^rently,  on  such  sub- 
jects.*' 

■*rgran*,"  answered  Henot,  "  the  distinction  be- 
tween the  old  goldsmith  and  the  young  nobleman- 
still  you  should  have  had  patience  for  Lord  Hun- 
tinglen's  sake,  and  prudence  for  your  own.  Suppos- 
ing your  quarrel  just"— — 

^  I  pray  vou  to  pass  on  to  some  other  charge^* 
said  Lord  dlenvarloch. 

"  I  am  not  your  accuser,  my  lord ;  but  I  trust  in 
Heaven,  that  your  own  heart  has  already  accused 

1'ou  bitterly  on  the  inhospitable  wrong  which  your 
ate  landloitl  has  sustained  at  your  hand." 

"  Had  I  been  guilty  of  what  you  allude  to,"  said 
Lord  Glenvarloch,— "  had  a  moment  of  temptation 
bt»rn?d  me  away,  I  had  long  ere  now  most  bitterly 
rcpeiitfd  it    But  whoever  may  have  wronged  the 


unhappy  woman,  it  wis  not  I— I  nmm  hesid  of  hs 
folly  until  within  this  bovr." 

"  Come,  my  lord,"  said  Heiiot,  wMi  some  levsritjr, 
"  this  sounds  loo  mAch  like  affectation.  I  know  dm 
is  among  our  modem  youth  a  new  creed  veqwcting 
adultery  as  well  as  homicide— I  would  rather  hnr 
you  metk  of  a  revision  of  the  Decalogue,  with  nid- 
gated  penalties  in  favour  of  the  piiviteged  onitn^ 
would  rather  hear  you  do  thia,  than  deny  a  fictB 
which  you  have  been  known  te  gloir." 

"  Glory !— I  never  did,  never  would,  have  takes  m» 
nour  to  mysdf  from  such  a  caoses"  said  Lord  6k8> 
varloch.  ^'  I  could  not  jprevent  other  idle  toopsMi 
and  idle  braina,  from  making  flilse  inferences." 

"You  would  have  known  well  enough  howtoUg^ 
their  mouths,  my  lord,"  reohe^  Henot,  "hid  tber 
spoke  of  you  what  was  unpleaamg  to  yovr  ein.M 
what  the  truth  did  not  warrant— Come,  my  bid  » 
remember  your  promise  to  confess;  and,ttMto 
confess  is,  m  this  case,  in  some  slight  sort  tondrML 
I  will  grant  you  are  young— the  woman  handMSMh* 
and,  as  I  myself  haTeobseTvedJ|ijght-head«}dm«k 
Let  me  know  where  she  is.  Her  foolish  vsAm 
has  still  some  compassbn  fbr  her-wiil  Hte^ber 
from  infamy— flerhaps,  m  time,  receive  her  M[;fcr 
we  are  a  good-natnred  generation  we  traders.  Do 
not,  my  lord,  emulate  those  who  woik  mischief  naf 
ly  for  the  pleasure  of  dofaig  so— it  is  thevay  denh 
wont  quahty." 

"Tour  grave  remonstrances  will  drive  mo  mar 
said  Nigel.  "  Tliere  is  a  show  of  sense  and  nMi 
in  what  you  say;  and  yet,  it  is  positively inrfstrnpi 
my  telling  the  retreat  of  a  fiigitive  of  whom  I  lilt 
nothing  earthly."  ,_ 

"  It  »  well,  my  lord,"  answered  Heriot,  ooHr. 
"  You  have  a  right,  such  as  it  is,  to  keep  yonrtfin 
secrets :  but,  smce  my  discourse  on  these  points  sfcas 
so  totally  unavailinf^  we  had  better  proceed  to  bia| 
ness.  Yet  your  fatner's  image  rises  before  ne^  n 
seems  to  plead  that  I  should  go  on." 

"Be  it  as  ynu  will,  sir"  said  Glenvanoen;"he 
who  doubts  my  word  shall  have  no  additional  no- 
rity  for  it."  _    ^. 

'*  Well,  my  lord.— In  the  Sanctuary  at  WhitrfSB 
—ft  place  of*^  rdiige  so  unsuitable  to  a  young  mas 
quality  and  character— I  am  told  a  murder  waseei^ 
miticd."  ^ 

"  And  you  believe  that  I  dki  the  deed,  I  sonMir 

"God  forbid,  my  lord  V  said  Heriot  "Thegf 
ner*8  inouest  hath  sat,  and  it  appeared  that  y««rwj 
ship,  under  your  assumed  name  of  Grahams  befci* 
with  the  utmost  bravery." 

"No  compliment  I  pray  you."  said  Nigel;  "• 
only  too  happy  to  find,  that  I  did  not  niurder,  viB 
not  believed  to  have  murdered,  the  old  man." .  ^  ' 

"Tnie,  my  lord,"  said  Heriot;  "but  even  mw 
affair  there  lacka  explanation.  Tour  lordship*' 
barked  this  morning  m  a  wherry  with  s  femafci  Wi 
it  is  said,  an  immenae  sum  of  money,  in  Bp^^  *!J 
other  valuables— but  the  woman  has  not  auiee  m(0 
heard  of."  .  ^  . 

"  I  parted  with  her  at  Paul's  Wharf,"  said  W 
"  where  she  went  ashore  with  her  charjpe.  I  J*" 
her  a  letter  to  that  very  man,  John  diristic."  ^. 

"  Ay,  that  is  the  waterman's  story:  but  John  OTJ" 
tie  denies  that  he  remembers  any  tnmg  of  the  m- 
ter."  . 

"I  am  Sony  to  hear  this,"  said  the  yooi*  »2^ 
man ;  "I  hope  in  Heaven  she  has  not  been  ir^ 
ned,  for  the  treasure  she  had  with  her."  . 

"I  hope  not,  my  lord,"  repHed  Heriot  j" but  isrfj 
minds  are  much  disturbed  about  it.  Oar  »•*«■• 
character  suffers  on  all  hands.  Men  rewcipherg 
fatal  case  of  Lord  Sanquhar,  hanged  fbr  the  mmm 
of  a  fencing-master ;  snd  exclaim,  they  will  not  hJJ 
their  wives  whored,  and  thcb  property  afolen,  of  "■ 
nobility  of  Scotland."  .,  _-.. 

"And  all  this  is  laid  to  my  door  J"  aaid  Wg". 
"  my  exculpation  is  easy."  j^ 

"I  trust  so,  my  lord,*^  said  Heriot;— "say, «  »! 
particiflar,  I  do  not  doubt  it— But  why  did  yoa  iwf 
Whifefriars  under  such  circumstances  7"       ,      . 

"  Master  Reginald  Lowestofie  sent  a  boat  »r  « 
with  mtimation  to  provkk  fbr  my  i  ''^ 
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/•lapnoOTtaaair.-  replied  %wt,  "th»the4e- 
nies  all  knowledge  of  your  lardahip  s  motions,  after 
having  deipatobed  a  meaeengor  to  you  wilh  some 
baasagj.'' 

^  "Tlie  watorman  Cold  109  they  were  employed  by 
iim." 

'*  Waterman  1"  aaid  Heriot ;  "  one  of  these  proves 
Co  be  an  idle  apprenike,  aa  old  aoqnaintanoe  of  mine 
«-^e  other  has  eBca]>ed;  but  the  iellow  who  ia  in 
custody  persata  ia  saying  he  was  employed  by  your 
lordship!,  and  you  onlyJ^ 

''HeiiMr'  aaid  Lofd  Glenvarloch,  hastUy }-"  He 
tol4  me  Master  LowestoJfe  had  sent  him.-~I  hope 
that  kind-hearted  gentleman  is  at  iiberty  V* 

"He  ia,"  answered  Heriot  i  "and  has  escaped  with 
•  rebuke  firom  the  benchera,  for  interfering  in  suoh  a 
•matter  as  your  lordship^s.  The  Court  desire  to  keep 
well  with  the  voung  Templars  in  these  times  of  00m- 
«iotioo,  or  heaad  not  come  off  so  well" 

^*That  is  the  enlv  word  of  comfort  I  have  heard 
fiom  vou.''  replied  Nigel.  "  But  this  poor  woman,-^ 
she  and  her  trunk  were  committed  to  the  charge  of 
•two  porters.'* 

**  So  said  the  pretended  waterman  $  but  none  of  ihe 
feUowa  who  ply  at  the  wharf  will  acknowledge  the 
amploymenL^I  see  the  idea  makes  you  uneasyi  toy 
Jera ;  out  every  efibrt  is  made  to  djsoover  the  poor 
wooian's  plabe  of  retreat—iC  indee^i  she  yet  lives.-^ 
And  now,  my  loidi  my  errand  is  spoken,  so  far  aa  it 
lelatea  exclusively  to  your  lordship;  what  remams, 
ia  matter  of  business  of  a  more  formal  kind.' , 

"Lei  UB  proceed  to  it  without  delay,"  .said  Lord 
Qbovaaloeh.  "I  would  hear  ef  the  aiiaiis  of  any 
OM  rather  than  of  my  own."  ,     , ,,     „  ^ 

"You  cannot  have  forgotten,  my  lord,"  said  He- 
liat,  **  the  tmnaaction  which  took  place  some  weeka 
«Boa  at  Lord  Huntingien*s— by  which  a  large  sum 
of  money  was  advan4»d  fi>r  the  redemption  of  your 
lordship's  estate  1"' 

"  I  remember  it  perfectly,"  said  Nigel ;  "  and  your 
.prevent  austerity  cannot  make  me  forget  your  kind- 
ae09  on  the  occasion." 

Heriot  bowed  gravely,  and  went  on.—"  That  mo- 

ty  vras  ydwanced  under  the  expectation  and  hope 
at  it  might  be  replaced  by  the  contents  of  a  grant 
^.y our  lordship,  under  the  royal  sign-manual,  in  pay- 
rnDtit  of  certain  moneys  due  oy  thecrown  to  your  fa- 
fllier.-^I  trust  your  lordship  understood  the  transac- 
lion  ot  the  time-^I  trust  you  now  understand  my  re- 
.anotpiion  of  its  import,  and  hold  it  to  be  correct  Y" 

*^  Undeniably  correct}  ana  wared  Lord  Glenvarloch. 
**  If  the  aums  con  lained  in  the  warrant  cannot  be  reco- 
vered, my  lands  become  the  property  of  tboae  who 
paid  off  the  original  heldera  of  the  mortgage,  and  now 
aund  in  their  n^t." 

"  Even  BCi,  my  jonl,"  aaid  Heriot.  "  And  yonr  lord- 
ahip^s  unhappy  circumstances  having,  it  would  seem, 
alarmed  these  creditors,  tbey  are  now,  I  am  sorry 
to  aay,  pressing  for  one  or  other  of  these  alternatives 
— possession  ofthe  land,  or  payment  of  thetr  debt." 

'*  They  have  a  right  to  one  or  other,"  answered 
E«afd  Gieovarloch  j  "and  aa  I  cannot  do  the  last  in 
#iy  present  condition,  I  suppose  they  must  enter  on 
possession.'* 

"Stay,  my  lord,"  replied  Heriot;  "if  you  have 
•ceased  to  oall  roe  a  friend  to  your  person,  at  least  you 
abali  see  I  am  willing  to  be  suon  to  vour  father's 


_  _,  were  it  but  for  the  sake  of  your  fother's  memo- 
ly.  If  you  will  tr^ist  me  with  the  warrant  under  the 
^pi-manual,  I  believe  circumstances  do  now  so  atand 
aiCoar^  that  I  may  be -able  to  recover  the  money 

**!  woild  doaogladly,"  said  Lord  Glenvarloch,  "bat 
ibe  casket  which  contains  it  is  not  in  my  possesaion. 
It  waa  sewed  when  I  waa  arrested  at  Greenwich." 

"It  will  be  no  fonger  withheld  from  vqu,"  said 
Rerot;  "for  I  understand,  my  Masters  natural 
gwd  sense,  and  some  information  which  he  has  pro- 
caiedi  I  know  not  how,  has  induced  him  to  contradict 
the  whole  charge  of  the  attempt  on  his  person.  It  is 
entirely  hushedup ;  and  you  will  only  be  prooeoded 
Bspiinflt  for  your  violence  on  Lord  Dalgarno,  commit- 
ted within  the  verge  of  the  Palaoe^ana  that  you  will 
fiodhaayy  aaoqgh  to  aosnirf  r." 
Vol.  IV.  Z 


"I  wiU  not  shrink  tnder  the  we«bt,"  add  Loti 
Glenvarloch.  "  But  that  is  not  the  pieseni  «iOknt.^ 
If  I  had  that  casket" . 

"  Your  baggage  stood  in  the  little  anteroom,  aa  I 
passed,"  said  the  citizen;  "the  casket  caught  my  era. 
I  think  you  had  it  of  me.— It  was  my  old  friend  Si 
Faithful  Frugars.    Ay ;  he,  too,  had  a  son" j 

Here  he  stopped  shorL 

"  A  son  who,  hke  Lord  Gleovarloch'a  did  no  era- 
dit  to  hie  father.— Was  it  not  so  you  would  have  en^ 
ed  the  sentence,  Kaster  Heriot  7"  asked  the  young 
nobleman.  , 

"  >Iy  lonL  it  was  a  word  snoken  rashly,"  answered 
Henot.  "  God  may  mend  all  in  his  own  j^ood  timea 
this,  howeiw,  I  wUIsay.  that  I  have  aometimea  envied 
my  irieods  their  fair  and  flourishing  families ;  and  yet 
have  I  seen  such  changes  when  death  has  removed 
thebiad,  somaav  rich  men's  sons  pennyless,  the  heira 
of  80  many  knights  and  nobles  acreless.  that  I  think 
mine  own  estate  and  memory,  as  I  shall  order  it,  has 
a  fair  chance  of  outliving  those  of  greater  men, 
chough  Grod  has  given  rae  no  heir  of  my  name.  But 
this  IS  from  the  purpose.— Ho  1  warder,  bring  in  Lord 
Gienvarloch's  baggage."  The  officer  obeyed.  Seali 
had  been  placed  upon  the  trunk  and  casket,  but  wers 
now  removed,  the  warder  said,  in  conaeqoence  of  th^ 
aubsequent  orders  from  Court,  and  the  whole  was 
placed  at  the  prisoner's  frse  disposal. 

Desirous  to  bring  this  painful  visit  to  a  condusieni 
Lord  Glenvarloch  opened  the  casket,  and  looked 
through  the  papers  which  it  contained,  first  haatuy, 
and  then  more  alowly  and  accurately ;  but  it  waa  ail 
in  vain.  The  Sovereign's  signed  warrant  had  disap- 
peared. 

"  I  thought  and  expected  nothing  better,"  said 
George  Henot,  bitterly.  "  The  beginning  of  evil  is 
the  letting  out  of  water.  Here  is  s  fair  heritege  fost 
I  dare  say,  on  a  foul  cast  st  dice,  or  a  conjuring  trick 
at  cards!— My  lord,  your  surprise  is  well  played,  l 
give  you  full  joy  of  your  accomplishments.  I  have 
seen  many  as  young  brawlers  and  spendthrifts,  but 
never  so  young  and  accomplished  a  dissembler.— 
Nay,  man,,  never  bend  your  angry  brows  on  m&  .1 
speak  in  bitterness  of  heart,  from  what  I  remember 
of  your  worthy  father ;  and  if  his  son  hears  of  his  de- 
generacy from  no  one  else,  he  shall  hear  of  it  from  tha 
old  goldsmith." 

This  new  suspicion  drove  Nigel  to  the  very  extre- 
mity of  his  patience ;  yet  the  motives  and  seal  of  the 
good  old  man,  as  well  as  the  circumstances  of  sus- 
picion which  created  hisdispleaaure,  were  so  excellent 
an  excuae  for  it,  that  thev/ormed  an  absolute  curb  on 
the  resentment  of  L^rd  (jrlenvarloch,  and  constrained 
him,  after  two  or  three  hasty  exclamatiune,  to  observe 
a  proud  and  sullen  silence.  At  length.  Master  Haii- 
ot  resumed  his  lecture. 

"  Hark  you,  my  lord,"  he  said,  "  it  is  scares  possi- 
ble that  this  most  important  paper  ean  be  abaolutely 
assigned  away.  Lei  me  know  in  what  obscure  cor- 
ner, and  for  what  petty  sum,  it  lies  pledged-nsoms- 
thiiig  may  yet  be  done." 

"  Your  enbrts  in  my  favour  are  themoregsnerous,** 
said  Lord  Glenvarloch.  "  aa  you  offer  them  to  one 
whom  you  beheve  you  have  cauae  to  think  hardly  ci 
—but  they  are  altogether  unavailing.  Fortune  has 
taken  the  field  againat  me  at  every  point.  Even  let 
her  win  the  battle." 

"Zouns!"  exclaimed  Heriot,  impatiently,— "  ymt 
would  make  a  saint  swear !  Why,  .1  tell  you,  if  thfa 
paper,  the  loss  of  which  seems  to  sit  so  ii^ht  on  yoy, 
be  not  founiL  farewell  to  the  fair  lordship  of  Glen- 
varloch—firth  and  forest— lea  and  forrow— lake  and 
s.iream— all  that  has  been  in  the  house  of  OliifauQt 
since  the  daya  of  William  the  Lion  I" 

"  FareweU  to  them,  then,"  aaid  Nigel,—'*  and  (hat 
moan  ia  soon  made." 

"  'Sdeaih  t  my  lord,  ym  will  make  more  moan  for 
it  ere  y^u  die,"  aaid  Heriot,  in  the  aame  tone  of  angry 
impatience. 

•^Not  I,  my  old  friend,"  aaid  Nigel.  "  If  I  mourn, 
Master  H'^riot,  it  will  be  for  having  lost  the  good  opi- 
nion of  a  worthy  man,  and  lost  it,  as  I  must  say,  most 
undeservedly." 

"  Ay,  ay,  youQg  mtOf "  Mid  Heriot,  ahakinn  4it 
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head,  '*  make  me  believe  that  if  joa  caiL—To  sum  the 
mailer  up,**  he  said,  rising  from  his  seat,  add  walk- 
ing towards  that  occupied  by  the  disguised  female, 
*'  mom  matters  are  now  drawn  into  small  eompass, 
you  shall  as  soon  make  me  believe  that  this  masque- 
rading mummer,  on  whom  I  now  lay  the  hand  of  pa- 
ternal authority,  is  a  French  page,  who  understands 
no  English." 

So  saying,  he  took  hold  of  the  supposed  page's 
cloak,  and,  not  without  some  gentle  degree  of  violence, 
led  into  the  middle  of  the  apartment  the  disguised 
feir  one,  who  in  vain  attempted  to  cover  her  face,  first 
with  her  mantle,  and  afterwards  with  her  hands; 
both  which  impediments  Master  I^eriot  removed, 
something  unceremoniouslv.  and  gave'to  view  the 
detected  daughter  of  the  old  horologist,  his  own  fair 
god-daughter,  Margaret  Ramsay^. 

"  Here  is  goodly  gear  !*'  he  said ;  and  as  he  spoke, 
he  could  not  prevent  himself  from  ^nc  her  a  slight 
shake,  for  we  have  elsewhere  noticed  that  he  was  a 
severe  disciplinarian.—"  How  comes  it,  mimon,  that 
I  find  you  in  so  shameless  a  dress,  and  so  unworthy 
a  situation  1  Nay,  your  modesty  is  now  mistimed— it 
should  have  come  sooner.    Speak,  or  I  will**— — 

"  Master  Heriot,".eaid  Lord  Olenvarloch.  "what- 
ever light  you  may  have  over  this  maiden  elsewhere, 
while  m  my  apartment  she  is  under  my  protection.** 

"  Your  protection,  my  lord !— a  proper  protector  !— 
And  how  long,  mistress,  have  you  been  under  my 
lord's  protection  1    Speak  oat,  fbrsooth  P' 

"For  the  matter  of  two  hours,  god&ther,"  an- 
swered the  maiden,  with  a  countenance  bent  to  the 
ground,  and  covered  with  blushes,  "but  it  was 
■gainst  my  will.'* 

"Two  hours!**  repeated  Heriot,— "space  enough 
t)rmiach)ef.--My  lord,  this  is,  I  suppose,  another  vic- 
tim offered  to  your  character  of  gallantry— another 
adventure  to  be  boasted  of  at  Beaujeu's  ordinary,  1 
Hethinks  the  roof  under  which  you  ^rst  met  this  sil- 
ly maiden  should  have  secur^  Ker^  at  least,  from 
such  a  fate.*' 

"  On  mv  honour,  Master  Heriot,"  sold  Lord  CHen- 


recollect  where  I  nad  last  looked  on  them.  For  vour 
suspicions,  they  are  as  false  as  they  are  iniurious  both 
to  her  and  me.  I  had  but  discovered  her  disguise 
as  you  entered.  I  am  satisfied,  from  her  whole  be- 
haviour, that  her  presence  here  m  this  dress  was  in- 
voluntary ;  and  God  forbid  that  I  had  been  capable 
of  taking  advantage  of  it  to  her  prejudice.** 

"It  IS  well  moutned,  my  lord,'*  said  Master  Heriot : 
"  but  a  cunning  clerk  can  read  the  Apocrypha  as  loud 
■a  the  Scfipture.  Franklv,  my  lord,  you  are  come  to 
that  pass,  where  your  words  will  not  be  received  with- 
out a  warrant*' 

"  I  should  not  speak,  peihapa,**  said  Margaret,  the 
liatural  vivacity  of  whose  temper  could  never  be  long 
suppressed  by  any  aituation,  however  disadvanta- 
geous, "  but  1  cannot  be  silent.  Godfather,  you  do 
me  wrong— and  no  less  wrong  to  this  young  noble- 
man. You  say  his  words  want  a  warrtot.  I  know 
where  to  find  a  ^Kturant  for  some  of  them,  and  the 
rest  I  deeply  and  devoutly  belirfVe  without  one." 

"  And  I  thank  you,  maiden,**  replied  Nigel,  "  for 
the  good  opinion  you  have  expressed.  I  am  at  that 
|N>lnt,  it  seems,  tbiiugh  how  I  nave  been  driven  to  it  I 
Know  not,  where  every  fair  construction  of  my  ac- 
tions and  motivrs  is  refused  me.  I  am  the  more 
obliged  to  hor  who  grants  me  that  right  which  the 
world  denies  me.  Pot  you,  lady,  were  I  at  liberty,  I 
have  a  sword  and  arm  should  know  how  to  guard 
your  reputation.** 

"Upon  my  word,  a  perfect  Amadis  and  Onana!** 
said  George  Heriot*  I  should  soon  get  my  throat 
eut  betwixt  the  knight  and  the  princess,  I  suppose, 
but  that  the  beef-eaters  are  happily  within  halloo.— 
Come,  come,  Lady  Light-o'-Love— if  you  mecn  to 
make  your  way  with  me,  it  must  be  bv  plain  facts, 
not  by  speeches  from  rom  aunts  and  play-books. 
How.  m  Heaven*s  name,  came  you  here  T* 
'  "  Sir,"  answerod  Margaret  "  since  I  must  flpeak.  I 
Warn  to  Otienwieh  this  monung'with  Monnaraula, 


to  present  a  petitk>ii  %0  the  King  on  the  put  of  ttis 
Lady  Hermlone.*' 

"  Mercy-a-gad  f*  exelaimed  Heriot,  "  is  she  in  the 
dance,  too  7  Could  she  not  have  waited  my  return  to 
stir  in  her  affairs  1  But  I  suppose  the  mtelligence  I 
sen  t  her  had  rendered  her  restless.  Ah !  woman,  «»• 
man— he  that  goes  partner  with  you,  had  need  of  a 
double  share  of  patience  for  you  will  briny;  none  into 
the  common  stock.— Well,  but  what  on  eatth  kid 
this  embassy  of  Monna  Paula's  to  do  with  yoor  ab- 
surd disguise  1    Speak  out." 

"  Monna  Paula  was  frightened,*'  answend  Maijta- 
rat,  **and  did  not  know  how  to  set  about  the  eriaiid, 
for  you  know  she  scarce  ever  goes  out  of  doon-^ 
so— and  so— I  agreed  to  go  with  her  to  give  her  coo- 
rage  $  and»  for  the  dresa,  l  am  sure  you  reraemberl 
wore  it  at  a  Christmas  mumming^  and  you  dionglR 
it  not  unbeseeming." 

"  Yes,  for  a  Christmas  parlour,'*  said  Heriot,  "biR 
not  to  go  a-masking  through  the  country  in.  IdoR- 
member  it,  minion,  and  I  knew  it  even  now;  thatand 
your  little  shoe  there,  linked  vritfa  a  hint  I  had  in  lb 
morning  from  a  friend,  or  one  who  called  hiswif 
sa«h.  led  to  your  detection.**— Here  Lord  Glenrariodi 
could  not  help  giving  a  glance  at  the  pretty  ftoi, 
which,  even  the  staid  cidzen  thought  woiih  iW)flK> 
tion— it  was  but  a  glance,  for  he  aaw  how  moefa  the 
least  degree  of  observation  added  to  Manniet'sdi^ 
tress  and  confiisbn.  "And  tell  me^  maSen,"eoB- 
tinued  Master  Heriot,  for  what  we  have  obeerwi 
was  by-ploy,—"  did  the  Lady  Hermione  know  of  t» 
fair  work.**^ 

"I  dared  not  have  told  her  for  the  wortd,"!* 
Margaret—"  she  thought  one  of  our  apprentioei  MR 
with  Monna  Paula." 

It  may  be  here  noticed,  that  the  words,  "oarflv 
prentices,"  seemed  to  have  in  them  someitetflff 
charm  to  break  the  fascination  with  ivUdilffii 
Glenvarloch  had  hitherto  listened  to  ^e  bnkeD,Tei 
interesting  details  of  Maigaret's  h'wtory. 

"  And  wherefore  went  he  not  ?— he  had  heeaaflM 
companion  for  Monna  Paula  than  you,  I  wot,"  m 
the  citizen.   • 

"He  was  otherwise  employed,"  said  MaigaKl 
a  voice  scarce  audibly 

Master  George  darted  a  hasty  glance  at  V^i  w 
when  he  saw  his  features  betoken  no  coDsciiM 
he  muttered  to  himself,— "It  must  be  better iji] 
feared.— And  so  this  cursed  Spaniaitl,  with  tew 
full,  as  thev  all  have,  of  disguises,  trep-dooi^ll^  : 
ladders,  ana  masks,  was  jade  and  fool  enough  vw  ' 
you  with  her  on  this  wildgoose  errand  1— Anon'  i 
sped  you,  I^ny  V*  ,^  „  _u 

"Just  aa  we  reached  the  gate  of  the  Paik,"i2lll 
Margaret,  "  the  cry  of  treason  was  niseel.  M?^ 
not  what  became  of  Monna,  but  I  ran  till  I ««  ■■ 
the  arms  of  a  very  decent  serving-man,  called  Uj** 
later :  and  I  was  fain  to  tell  bhn  I  was  yoor  (^ 
daughter,  and  so  he  kept  the  rest  of  then  from  aj 
and^got  me  to  q>eecfa  of  his  Majesty,  ssl  entieaw 
him  to  do."  i 

**It  is  the  only  sign  you  showed  m  thewhote«J| 
ter  that  common  sense  had  not  utterly  deserted  n| 
little  skulL"  saki  Heriot 

"His  Majesty,"  contmued  the  damseL  "wij 

gracious  as  to  receive '  -  -  "*- — ^ 

cried  out  against  the  d__.„. 
have  searched  me  for  arms,  v.uu  imti  mmm^  .'-•  —  ^ 
forbade  it.   I  fancy  he  had  a  hint  from  Lmklaiff  i 
the  truth  stood  vnth  me.**  .    ..„ 

"  Well,  maiden,  I  ask  not  what  passed,"  end  H« 
"it  becomes  not  me  to  piy  into  my  Mastering 
Had  you  been  closeted  with  his  grandfather  w' 
Tod  of  Saint  Andrews,  as  Davie  Lindsay  uswMm 
him.  by  my  faith,  I  should  have  had  mf  own  tngp 
of  the  matter;  but  our  Master,  God  bleta  mjji 
douoe  and  temperate,  and  Solomon  m.evcgt™ 
save  in  the  chapter  or  wives  and  concnbiBW.    ^ 

"  I  know  not  what  you  mean,  sir.**  ■ns^"'*"!^! 
garet  "  His  Majesty  was  most  kind  wd  «»";p^ 
ate,  but  said  I  must  be  sent  hither,  and  thai  the  w 
tenants  lady,  the  Lady  Mansel,  would  ha^e'^  i 
of  me,  and  see  that  I  sustained  no  ^^''S^' JPL9 
King  promiNd  to  send  me  in  a  tilted  baige,  ana  v" 


re  me  alon&  though  the  Mori 
5  danger  to  nisneison,  and  ^ 
r  arms,  God  help  me,  but  the  i 
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ooDdttct  of  a  person  wd\  kiwlm  to  you  t  wd  thus  I 
eomo  to  be  in  the  Tower.'' 

"But  how,  or  why,  in  this  apartment,  nymph?'* 
•aid  Geoiyfe  Heriot— "£]q>ouo£l  that  to  me,  for  I 
think  the  riddle  needs  reading.'' 

"  I  cannot  explain  it,  nr,  farther,  than  that  the  Lady 
Manael  sent  me  here^  in  spite  of  my  earnest  prayers, 
leora  and  entreaties.  I  was  not  aum  of  any  thing, 
for  I  knew  I  shoold  be  protected.  But  I  could  have 
died  then-^HsouId  die  now— for  very  shamo  and  oon- 
foabnl" 

"  WeU,  wett,  if  yonr  tears  m  genuine,*'  said  Heriot, 
'  they  may  xhe  sooner  wash  out  the  memory  of  your 
Wilt— Knows  your  father  aught  of  this  escape  of 
yours  1" 

,  ''I  would  not  for  the  world  he  did," replied  she; 
he  believes  me  with  the  Lady  Hermione." 

"  Av,  honest  Davy  can  regulate  his  horologes  better 
than  his  iamily.— Come,  damsel,  now  I  wul  escort 
you  back  to  the  Lady  Mansel,  and  pray  her,  of  her 
undnees,  that  when  she  is  again  trusted  with  a  goose, 
she  will  not  giv«  it  to  the  (ox  to  keep.— The  warders 
will  let  us  pass  to  my  lady's  lodgings,  I  trust" 

IStay  but  one  moment,"  saki  Lord  Glenvarloch. 
"Whatever  hard  opinion  yon  may  have  formed  of 
tUt  I  forgive  you,  for  time  will  show  that  you  do  me 
wrong;  and  you  yourself  I  think,  will  be  the  first  to 
legrst  the  iiuuatice  you  have  done  me.  But  involve 
nst.rn  yonr  suspiciona  this  young  person,  for  whose 
ponty  of  thought  angels  themselves  should  be  vouch- 
er!.  I  have  marked  every  look,  every  gesture  i  and 

1st  I  can  draw  breath,  I  shatll  ever  think  of  her 


^  Think  not  at  all  of  her,  my  lonL"  answered  Geoige 

mriot,  interrupting  him  c  **it  ia^  I  have  a  notion,  tne 

om  favour  you  can  do  ner ;— or  think  of  her  as  the 

d«Khter  of  Davy  Ramsay,  the  ck>ck-maker,  no  pro- 

p  subject  for  fine  speeches,  romantic  adventures,  or 

wh*fi0wo  Arcadian  oompliroents.    I  give  yougod- 

OBQ,  my  lord.    I  think  not  altogether  so  harshly  as 

my  speech  may  have  spoken.    If  I  can  help— that  is, 

If  I  saw  my  way  clearly  through  this  labyrinth— hut  it 

avails  not  talking  now.  I  give  your  lordship  god-den. 

— Uere^  warder!  Permit  us  to  pass  to  the  Lady  Man- 

iteVa  apartment" 

The  warc^r  said  he  must  have  orders  from  the  Lieu* 
snant ;  and  as  he  retired  to  procure  them,  the  parties 
iained  sti^nding  near  each  other,  but  without  speak- 
._  _,  and  acaat^  looking  at  each  odier  save  by  stealth, 
t  situation  ^hich,  in  two  of  the  party  at  least,  was 
.«aAcifintly  embarraaaing.    The  difierence  of  rank, 
•  though  in  that  age  a  consideration  so  serious,  could 
not  prevent  LoroGlenvarloch  from  seeing  that  Mar- 
aaret  Ramsay  was  one  of  the  prettiest  young  women 
■  he  had  ever  beheld— from  suspecting,  he  could  scarce 
tea  why,  that  he  himself  was  not  indifierent  to  her— 
fiom  feeling  assured  that  he  had  been  the  cause  of 
much  of  her  present  dietress— admffation,  self-love, 
and  generosity,  acting  in  faVt>ur  of  the  same  object  j 
.  and  when  the  yeoman  returned  with  permission  to  his 
fntests  to  withdraw,  Nigel'a  obeisance  to  the  beautifiil 
daof^ter  of  the  meohaniq  was  marked  with  an  ex- 
^  pressioB,  which  called  up  in  her  cheeks  as  much  oo- 
KNir  as  any  incident  of  ihe  eventful  day  had  hitherto 
flieitad.    she  retuf  ned  the  courtesy  timidly ^and  ure- 
rsohtely— <sluiijg[  to  her  godfother's  arm,  and  leA  the 
apartment,  which,  dark  as  it  was.  had  never  yet  ap- 
peared so  obscure  to  Nigel,  as  when  the  door  dosed 
.  behind  ii«r. 


CHAPTER  XXX. 
Tet  thoogli  thoa  ■hoolditbedmtg'diB  seora 

*rim%ItDofwiiUone  hittiM  MmA 
Totharotiwen»<(atai'decre«.    ^, 

BalM  tf  Jtmrnf  Dmrnta, 

ILusriBB  GsoaoB  Haaior  and  his  ward,  as  she 
might  justly  be  termed,  for  his  aflection  to  Margaret 
nnpoaed  on  him  all  the  cares  of  a  guardian,  were 
uahered  by  the  yeoman  of  the  guard  to  the  lodging  of 
the  Lieutenant,  where  they  found  him  seated  with  nis 
lady.  They  were  received  by  both  with  that  decorous 
tv  which  Master  Heriot's  character  and  supposed 


lady, 
dvuitv 


ittllDanee  demanded,  evwri^  the  band  of  a  ponetilioat 
old  soldier  and  courtier  like  Sir  Edward  ManseL 
Ladi^  Mansel  received  Margaret  with  like  courtesy, 
and  informed  Master  Georgs  that  she  was  now  on^ 
her  guest,  and'  no  longaer  her  prisoner. 

/*  She  18  at  liberty?'  ahe  aaid,  "  to  return  to  her 
friends  under  your  charge— such  is  his  Majesty^ 
pleasure." 

**I  am  glad  of  it,  madam,"  answered  Heiiot,  "but 
only  I  could  have  wished  her  freedom  had.  taken 
place  before  her  foolish  interview  with  that  «nfflily 
young  man;  and  I  marvel  your  ladyship  permitted 
It" 

"  My  good  Master  Heriot,"  said  Sir  Edward,  "  we 
act  according  to  the  commands  of  one  better  and 
wiser  than  ourselves— our  orders  from  his  Majesty 
must  bo  strictly  and  literally  obeyed;  and  I  need  n<ft 
say  that  the  wisdom  of  his  Mi^ty  doth  more  than 

"  I  know  his  Majesty's  wisdom  well,"  said  Herio4 ; 
"  yet  there  is  an  ola  proverb  about  fire  and  fiaz— we&t 
let  it  paas." 

"  I  see  Sir  Mungo  Malaf^rowther  stalking  towards 
the  door  of  the  lodging,"  sud  the  Lady  Mansel,  "  with 
the  gait  of  a  lame  crane— it  is  his  second  visit  this 


"He  brought  the  wairant  for  ( 

Glenvarloch  of.  the  charts  of  treason,"  said  2 
ward. 

"And  tmrn  hun,"  said  Heriot.  "I  heard  much  of 
what  had  befallen ;  for  I  came  from  France  on«y  late 
last  evening,  and  somewhat  unexpectedly." 

As  they  .spoke,  Sir  Mungo  entered  the  apartment- 
saluted  the  Lieutenant  of  tne  Tower  and  his  lady  wilh 
ceremonious  civiliw— honoured  George  Hoiot  with  a 

Kttronizing  nod  of  acknowledgment,  and  acooatsd 
argaret  with—"  Hey  {  my  young  charge,  you  have 
not  dofied  your  masculine  attire  yet  f '     , 

"  She  does  not  mean  to  lay  it  aside.  Sir  Mungo," 
said  Heriot,  speaking  loud,  ".untu  she  has  had  satis- 
faction from  you,  for  betraying  her  disguise  to  me. 
like  a  false  knight— and  in  very  deed.  Sir  Mui^io^I 
think  when  you  told  me  f  be  was  rambhng  about  m 
so  strange  a  dress,  you  might  have  said  abo  that  aba 
was  under  Lady  Mansefs  protection." 

"  That  was  the  King*8  secret.  Master  Heriot,"  said 
Sir  Mungo,  throwing  fimself  mto  a  chair  with  an  tar 
of  atrabuariouB  importance;  the  other  was  a  well- 
meaning  hint  toyouraeli;  as  the  girl's  friend."  . 

"  Ves;"  r«>lied  Heriot,  "  it  was  done  like  yourself 
•— enougn  told  to  make  me  unhappy  about  her— not  a 
word  which  could  relieve  my  uneasiness." 

."Sir  Mungo  will  not  hear  that  remark,"  said  t&e 
lady ;  "  wo  must  change  the  subject— Is  there  any 
news  from  Court,  Sir  mungo?  you  have  been  to 
Greenwich  7" 

"  Tou  might  as  well  ask  me,  madam,"  answered 
the  Knight,  ^*  whether  there  is  any  news  from  heU." 

"  How,  Sir  Mungo,  how  I"  said  Sir  Edward,  "  mea- 
sure your  wosds  something  better— Tou  speak  of  tha 
Court  of  King  James." 

**  Six  Edward,  if  I  spoke  of  the  court  of  the  tweliva 
Kaisers,  I  would  say  it  is  as  conAised  for  the  present 
as  the  infornal  regions.  Courtiers  of  forty  yean^ 
standing,  and  such  I  may  write  myself;  are  as  far  to 
seek  in  ue  matter  as  a  minnow  in  the  Maebtrutn. 
Some  Iblk  say  the  King  has  frowned  on  thePrinc*— 
some  that  the  Prince  has  looked  grave  on  the  Duk»- 
some  that  Lord  Glenvarloch  wilTbe  hanged  for  high 
treason— and  some  that  there  is  matter  against  Lord 
Dalgamo  that  may  cost  him  as  much  as  his  head^s 
worth."    . 

**  And  what  do  you,  that  are  a  courier  of  forty ' 
years'  standing^  thmk  of  it  all  7"  said  Sir  Edwvd 

*'  Nay,  nay,  do  not  ask  him,  Sir  Edward,"  said  the 
lady,  with  an  eaq)ressive  look  to  her  husband. 

Sur  Mungo  is  tcx>  witty,"  added  Master  Heiioli 
'*  to  remember  that  he  who.saya  aught  that  may  b« 
repeated  to  his  own  prg'udioe,  does  but  load  a  piece  for 
any  of  the  compaAiy  to  shoot  him  dead  with,  at  their 
pteasure  and  convenience." 

"  What!"  sakl  the  bold  Knight,  "y^u  thmK  I  am 
afraid  of  the  trepan  i   Whynow^  what  if  I  should  sr 
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thlit  lMk|iltao  to  th^re  M  fhan  honesty^— the  Duke 
more  sail  than  ballast,— the  prince  more-jpride  than 

-pnidencie,— and  that  the  Kingr' The  Lady  Man- 

W  held  up  her  finger  hi  a  warning  manner—"  that 
the  King  is  my  very  good  master,  who  has  girea  me, 
'for forty feark  and  more,  dog's  wa^fes,  videlicet,  bon^s 
and  beafing.— Why  now,  all  this  is  said,  and  Archie 
Armstrong*  says  worse  than  this  of  the  best  of  them 
'ereryday/* 

"  The  mors  fool  he^"  s&id  Gebine  Heriot;  "yet  he 
ifl  not  w  uttprly  wrong,  for  folly  is  his  best  wifldotn. 
But  do  not  yon,  ^ir  Mungo,  set  your  ^  agahiM  a 
Ibol'ft,  thouffh  he  be  a  court  tbul.** 

"  A  fool  Rnid  ymi  ?'*  milled  Sir  Mungo,  not  having 
taWy  beam  what  Mnaier  Heriot  said,  or  not  choosing 
to  hftVf?  it  thought  sn,— ^*  I  have  been  a  fool  indeed,  to 
hini^on  af  a,  r^^^<-*^^*''\  ^>>'Tt  here,  when  men  of 
tmderfltftnding  tiii.,  r: .  i]|!,  mtion  have  been  miaking 
fortunes  in  ^very  other  place  of  Europe.  But  here  a 
'  inan  comes  mdifierently  off  unless  he  gets  a  great  key 
'  to  turn,  (looking  at  Sir  Edward,)  or  can  beat  tattoo 
with  a  hammer  on  a  pewter  plate.— Well,  sirs,  I  must 
'make  as  much  haste'pkck  on  mine  errand  as  if  I  were 
m  fee'd  messenger.— Sh-  Edward  and  my  lady,  I  leave 
my  commendations  with  you— and  my  good-will 
,  with  voiL  Master  Heriot— and  for  this  breaker  of 
Dounae,  if  you  will  act  by  my  counsd,  some  macera- 
tion by  nsting,  and  k  gentle  use  of  tlie  rod,  is  the  best 
cure  for  her  m4dy  fits?* 

"  If  you  pftbose  for  Oreerilnch,  Sir  Mttngo,"  ^aid 
the  lieutenant,  **  I  can  ajSare  jou  the  labour— the 
King  comes  immediately  to  Whitehall." 

**  And  that  must  be  die  reason  the  council  are  sum- 
'"tnoned  to  meet  hi'  mieh  hurry,"  said  Sir  Mungo. 
I  •'Well— I  will  ^th  your permisaon,  go  to  the  poor 
llul  Olenvarloch,  and  bestow  some  comfoH  on  him." 

The  Lieutenant  seemed  to  look  up,  and  pause  for  a 
,  moment  as  if  m  doubt. 

**  The  lad  iRnll  want  m  bleaMnt  companion^  who 
cto  tell  him  the  nature  or  the  punishment  which  he 
,  b  to  suffer,  and  other  matters  of  concernment,  I 
w  Ji  not  leave  him  until  I  show  him  how  absolutely 
"he  hath  ruined  himself  from  feather  to  spur,  how  de- 
plorable is  his  present  state,  and  how  small  his 
chance  of  mending  it." 

**  Wen,  Sir  Mungp."  replied  the  Lieutenant,  "  if  you 
really  think  all  this  likely  to  be  verv  consolatory  to  the 
'l^rtyconoernedi  I  will  send  a  waroer  to  conduct  you." 

"And  I,"  said  George  Heriot,  "  will  humbly praj 
of  Lady  ManseL  that  she  will  lend  some  of  her  nana- 
maiden's  apparel  to  this  giddv-bramed  girl ;  for  I  shall 
forfeit  my  reputation  if  l  walk  up  Tower-hill  with  her 
m  that  mad  guise— and  yet  ttie  silly  laasie  lobks  not 
M  SI  m  it  neither." 

**I  will  tend  mydoteh  with  tcm  msiftn^y,"  said 
the  oblifdng  lady, 
aitkn^ 


tte  forenoon  is  already  lost,  to  httle  purpose." 
,  The  coach  being  ordered  accordbgly,  tran^rt^ 
irae'widrthT  citizeh  and  his  chaise  to  his  mansion  in 
Lombahi  Street  Th^  he  found  his  presence  was 
jtmdousl^r  expected  by  the  Lady  Hermione,  who  had 
just  reoenred  an  order  to  be  in  readiness  to  attend  u^n 
the  Royal  Privy  Council  in  the  coura©  of  an  hour : 
and  upon  whom,  m  her  inexperience  of  busmess,  and 
long  retirement  from  society  and  the  world,  the  inti- 
mation had  made  as  deep  an  impression  as  if  it  had 
not  been  the  necessary  conseouence  of  the  petition 
whid)  the  had  presen  ted  to  the  King  by  Monna  Paula. 
GeorgeHeriot  gendy  blamed  her  for  taking  any  steps 
In  an  aflfhir  so  important  until  hia  return  fi'om  Franca, 
especially  as  he  had  requested  her  to  remain  ouiet,  in 
a  tetter  which  accompanied  the  evidence  he  had  tran^ 
BMtted  to  her  from  Paris.  She  could  only  plead  in 
answer  the  influence  which  herlmmediateljrsthring 
fn  fne  matter  was  likely  to  liave  on  the  affair  of  her 
kinsman  Lord  Glenvanoch,  for  she  was  ashamed  to 
acknowledge' how  nrnch  she  had  been  gained  on  by 
me  eager  ithpormnity  of  her  youthful  companion. 
The  motive  of  Margaret's  eagerness  was,  of  course, 
the  safoty  of  Nigel ;  but  we  must  leave  it  to  time  to 
«  TIm  esMnatid  Ooart  J^Mtsr. 


«how  in  what  particohn  that  tme  to  be  eanNHl 
with  the  petition  of  the  Lady  Hermiona  MeMmy^ 
we  return  to  the  visit  with  which  Sir  Mungo  Iila- 

Sowther  fiiv<>ured  the  afflicted  young  nobienia  k 
Bjplace  of  captivity. 

The  Knight,  after  the  usual  sahitationi,  and  biiat 
prefaced  his  discourse  with  a  great  deal  of  prafeina 
regret  for  Nigel's  situation,  sat  down  beside  him,  lal, 
composing  bis  grotesqne  features  into  the  tooll 
lugubrious  despondence,  began  his  raven-aong  u  U- 
lows: — 

**  I  bleas  God,  my  lord,  that  I  was  the  person  wb» 
had  the  pleasure  to  bring  his  Majesty's  mfld  nm- 
sageto  the  Lieutenant,  diacnarging  the  higher  proM» 
tion  ag^nst  ye,  for  any  thing  meditated  againitiii 
Mideflty*s  sactedperson;  for,  admit  you  beprosecoied 
on  the  lesser  oflfence,  or  breach  or  privilege  of  the 
palace  and  its  precincts,  tt?7ue ad  frmtUaH€nm,(rKi 
to  diamemberation,  as  it  is  most  likely  yon  will,  fti 
the  loss  of  a  member  is  nothing  to  behig  hanged  idd 
drawn  quick,  after  the  fashkm  of  a  traitor." 

**  I  shoukl  foel  the  Shame  of  having  deserted  sm 
a  punishment,"  answered  Nigel,  **  more  than  thepih 
or  undergoing  it." 

**  Doubtless,  my  lord,  the  having,  as  yoa  eqr^  d^ 
served  it,  must  be  an  excruciation  to  your  own  miM, 
teplied  his  tormentor  i  **  a  kind  of  mental  aBdnM* 
physKal  hanging,  drawing,  and  <|uanerin|E,  win 
may  bs  in  some  measure  equipollent  with  theeH** 
nal  application  of  hemp,  iron,fiiihB,  and  the  like,  to  At 
outer  man." 

"  I  say,  Sir  Mungo,"  Repeated  Nigd,  '*  andbef  9; 
to  understand  my  words,  tha^  I  am  unconsdcwa 
any  error,  save  that  of  having  arms  on  my  p* 
son  when  I  chanced  to  approach  that  of  tdySc^ 
reign."  ^    „ 

*^ye  are.right,  mylord,  to  acknowledge  nJW'^ 
said  Sir  Mungo.  **  we  have  an  old  proverti-Ool- 
foss,  and— so  forth.  And  indeed,  as  to  thew«ai)0Mi 
his  Majesty  has  a  special  ill-will  at  all  simi  vbil* 
soever,  and  more  especially  pistols;  but,  v  1  ^  I 
there  is  an  end  of  that  matter.*  I  wish  yon  mwm 
through  the  next,  which  is  altogether  unluulT. 

**  Surely,  Sir  Mungo^"  answered  Nigel,  "ywjw'" 
self  might  say  somethins  in  my  favour  wntam 
the  affair  in  the  Park.  None  knows  better  than  j« 
that  I  was  at  that  moment  xsrgod  by  wrongs  tfi* 
most  heinous  nature,  ofifered  to  me  by  Lord  v^jf^f^ 
many  of  which  were  reported  to  tne  by  yourselM** 
>  to  the  inflammation  or^my  passion." 

''Alack-a-dayl-Alack-a-day!'*  replied  Sir  la- 
go,  "  I  remember  but  too  wdl  how  much  yonrq* 
was  inflamed,  in  spite  of  the  various  remonstnatf 
which  I  made  to  you  reepectmg  the  sacnd  Mtoea 
the  place.  Alas  1  alas  I  you  cannot  say  yon  k^ 
into  the  mire  for  want  of  warning."  

"  I  sea,  Sir  Mungo,  you  are  determined  to  «««■ 
her  nothing  which  can  do  me  service,"  said  NijeL 

*•  Blithely  would  I  db  ye  service,"  saki  the  Kniffi 
**  and  the  best  whilk  I  can  think  of  is,  to  tell  mm 
process  of  the  punishment  to  the  whilk  yon  wiu  m 
indubitably  subjected,  I  having  had  the  good^**^ 


to  behold  it  performed  m  the  Queen's  tiaia^D.* 
<)hieM  that  had  written  a  pasqumado.  I  was  dioi^ 
my  Lord  Grey's  train,  who  lay  leaffoer  here.  tnd« 
ing  always  covetous  of  pleasing  andf  profitable  sp* 
loould  not  dispense  with  bemg  present  00  the  oo* 
swn." 

"I  should  be  surprised  mdeed,"  said  Lonl  <*•; 
varloch,  if  you  had  so  for  put  restraint  upon  gj 
benevolence,  as  to  stay  away  from  such  an  ezhP 
tion."  > 

'*  Hey  1  was  your  lordship  praymg  me  to  be  prei* 

»  Wfl«o  hiforaM  w  that  wlien  ColoMi  Gwj,  t 
aflhcted  the  biriT  dreM  eriNi  in  tbe  time  of 
that  nriJitanr  fuh  at  Coart,  the  Klni 
pictoli  at  hif  fircile,  whi( 
merrily,  '*" 


that  mJita^  tub  at  Coart,  the  King.  Meiii«fi.».  « .»  -ru. 

J  hif  firdle,  which  he  never  gnmtiy  liked,  l^wj 

he  WM  nownfortifled  lhtCirhewefelisl«w2 


^ ^ -pleColj  had  been enerttiMi 

8p«in,  with  a  Tiew  to  a  ccMrai  m— ow  vC  the  rrouia^ 
ProclaaiatioM  were  of  consequenoe  eeat  forUi,  j>whilMtg|j; 
pnraooe  from  carr jiag  pif tola  iiader  a  fbot  loai  u  m  Ml"^ 
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^^  own  axecntionl"  answerod  the  ](njght 
*  TrodL  my  lord,  it  will  be  a  pajafvil  Btght  to  a  fa/fftdt 
but  I  witt  rather  pimiah  myself  than  baulk  yo«.  U  ia 
apretty  pageaQt,  ia  the  main— «  very  oretty  pageant 
Toe  fallow  came  on  with  such  a  bold  face,  it  was  a 
plaaauie  (o  look  on  him.  He  waa  dressed  all  in  white, 
to  «0ufy  harmlessness  and  innocence.  The  thijm 
was  done  on  a  acafibld  at  Westminster— moat  likely 
yours  will  be  at  Chaiiog.  There  were  the  SheriiTs 
tod  the  Marshal's  men,  and  what  not—the  ezeca- 
lioner.  with  his  cleaver  and  mallet,  and  his  man«  witha 
l»an  01  hot  charcoal,  and  the  urons  for  cautery.  He  was 
a  dexterous  fallow  that  D^ck.  This  man  Gregory 
IB  not  fit  to  jipper  a  joint  with  him  j  it  might  be  worth 
your  loidahqi^a  while  to  have  the  loon  sent  to  a  barber- 
surgeon's,  to  learn  some  needfid  scantling  of  anato- 
my—it  may  be  for  the  benefit  of  youraeli  and  other 
vskappy  sufiferera,  and  also  a  kindness  to  Gregory." 
*' I  v^  not  take  the  tioubla^aaidNigeL-^If  the 
laws  will  demand  my  hand,  the  executioner  may  get 
it  off  as  he  best  can.  If  the  King  leaves  it  where  it 
IB,  it  may  chance  to  do  him  better  service." 
**  Vera  noble— vera  grand,  mdeed,  my  lord,"  aaid 

g  Mango ;  "  it  IB  pieaaant  to  soa  a  brave  man  sufier.^ 
is  fiJlow  whom  I  tpokB  ofr-this  Tubbs,  or  Stubba, 
or  whatever  the  plebeian  wa^  called,  came  forward 
as  bold  as  an  emperor,  and  said  to  the  people,  *  Good 
{dends^  I  come  to  leave  here  the  hand  of  a  true  Eng- 
fiBhrnan,*  and  clapped  it  on  the  dreaaing-block  with 
as  much  ease  aa  if  he  had  laid  it  on  his  sweetheart'a 
^oulder;  whereupon  Derrick  the  hangman,  adjuat* 
m$,  d'ye  mind  me,  the  edge  of  hia  cleaver  on  the  very 
lomt,  hit  it  with  the  mallet  with  such  forces  that  tl^e 
■nd  flew  off  as  far  from  the  owner  as  a  gauntlet 
gich  the  challenger  casta  down  in  the  mt-yard, 
HUl,  air,  Stubba,  or  Tubbs,  lost  no  i^hit  of  counte- 
nnce,  until  the  fallow  clapped  the  hissing-hot  von 
an  hia  raw  stomp.  My  lord,  it  fiazed  ^e  a  raaher 
flf  baooni  and  the  falk>w  aet  up  an  elntch  acreech, 
arhich  made  some  think  his  courage  was  abated ;  but 
lot  a  whit,  for  he  plucked  off  his  hat  with  hia  left 
land,  and  waved  it  crying, '  God  save  the  Queen, 
i)id  confound  all  evil  counseUors  1'  The  people  gave 
van.  three  cheem,  which  he  deserved  for  His  stout 
leart ;  and,  truly,  X  hoy>e  to  see  your  loidahip  aufier 
vith  the  s«me  magnammity.^ 

"  I  thank  you,  Sir  Mungo,"  said  Nigel^  who  had 
lot  been  able  to  forbear  some  natural  leehngs  of  an 
inpleasant  nature  during  this  lively  detail,—  I  have 
10  doubt  the  exhibition  will  be  a  very  engaging  one 
to  you  and  the  other  spectators,  whatever  it  may 
prove  to  the  party  principally  concerned." 

**  Vera  engaging,"  answered  Sir  MungOi  "  vera  in- 
tareating— vera  intereeting  inde^  though  not  alto- 
RBther  so  much  ao  aa  an  execution  for  high  treason. 
I  saw  Digby,  the  Wmterat  Fawkea,  and  the  rest  of; 
the  gunpowder  eang,  sufferer  that  treason,  whilk 
was  a  vera  grand  spectacle,  assHrell  m  regard  to  their 
Boffermga,  aa  to  their  conatancy  in  endunng." 

**  1  am  the  more  oblised  to  your  goooneas,  Sur 
Mungp,"  replied  Nigel,  that  haa  induced  you,  al- 
khoo^  you  nave  lost  the  aight  to  congratulate  me  on 
feiy  escape  fi-om  the  hazard  or  making  the  aama  edi- 
Qnng  appearance." 

*Thlf  exeeution,  which  fo  eaptiv«t«d  the  iimqrhiatioa  of  Sir 
Umtfo  Halacrowtber,  ww  reallir  a  itrikiDc  one.  TIm  criminal, 
I  ftirioai  and  bixotM  Puritan,  had  published  a  book  in  very 
holent  tarms  afainit  the  match  of  Elizabeth  with  the  Duke  of 
ileneon,  which  he  termed  an  union  of  a  dang hter  of  God  with 
itan  of  aotiehriRt  Queeo  Elizabeth  was  rreatly  Ineeoaed  at 
Iha  freedom  aMumod  in  thii  work,  and  cauaed  the  author  Stubb«, 
■rith  Pago  the  publisher,  and  one  Singleton  the  prmter,  lo  be 
Mod  on  an  aet  passed  by  Philip  and  Marr  a^in«t  the  writen 
iDd  dispersen  of  seditious  publicationa.  Thejr  were  convicted, 
Md  although  there  was  an  opinion  strongly  entertained  by  law- 

Ehat  the  act  was  only  temporary,  and  expired  with  Queon 
Stubba  and  Page  received  sentence  to  have  their  ri?ht 
struck  oflT.  They  accordingly  suflerod  the  punishment,  Uie 

I  remember,'* 
,  thetStubbs, 

., ..-_  ^, ,  ^ ...J  hat  with  the 

Mt.and  said,  with  a  loud  voice,  *  Ood  save  the  Queen  I'  The 
inititiide  standing  about  was  deeply  silent,  either  out  ofhorror 
of  this  new  and  unwonted  kind  of  punishment,  or  out  of  com- 
vissration  towards  the  man,  as  beini^  of  an  honest  and  uoblame* 
able  fepule,  or  else  out  of  hatred  to  the  marriage,  which  most 
awn  prcAgcd  would  be  Uie  overthrow  of  religioo."— Cajidsn's 
itaali>rtf«vMr  int. 


*  As  von  saf ,  my  lord,^  ana^e 


losa  is  chiefly  m  appearance.    Nature  has  been  vei 
bountiful  to  us,  and  has  given  duplicates  of  som^ 
oraans,  that  we  may,  endure  the  Io^b  of  one  of  them,' 
should  some  such  circumstance  chance  in  our  pihi 

£  image.  See  my  poor  dexter,  abridgea  to  ona 
tmib,  one  finger,  and  a  atomp,— by  the  olow  of  my 
adyersar/a  weapon,  however,  and  not  by  any  carnh 
ficial  kniiis.  Weel,  air,  this  poor  mauned  hand  doUi 
me,  in  aome  aort,  as  inuch  service  aaever;  ani,  ad- 
mit youra  to  be  taken  off  by  the  wziat,  yon  Have  atflt 
your  left  hand  for  your  service,  and  are  better  off  than 
the  little  Dutch  dwarf  here  about  town,  who  threodj 
a  needle,  %ioa,  writes,  and  toasea  a  pike,  merely  or 
means  of  his  feet,  without  ever  a  hand  to  help  him." 
.  "  Well,  Sir  Mungo,"  aaid  Lord  Glenvarlodi,  "  ihia 
la  all  no  doubt  very  consolatory :  bu^I  hope  the  K'~ 
will  spare  my  hand  to  fight  for  him  m  batUe,  wh 
notwithstanding  all  yourldnd  encouragement,  I  cc  ^ 
spend,  my  blooa  much  mosa  cheerfully  than  on 
scaffold.'' 
'^  It  is  even  a  sad  truth,*^  replied  Sk  Mungo, ' 
~  'onlahip  was  but  too  like  to  have  died  Oh  a  ^ 
not  ^joul  to  speak  for  you  but  that  delu 

witili  more  inte* 
iCnight'acom,- 


your  lonlahip  was  but  too  like  to  have  died  Oh  a 
fold— not  a  fouI  to  speak  for  you  but    ' 
Iaaai&  Haggle  Ramsay." 

"  Whom  mean  youl"  said  NjgeL  w 
rest  than  he  had  hitherto  ahown  m  the 
munications. 

"Nay.  who  ah9ukl*I  mean,  but  that  travestied 
laaaie  whOm  we  dined  with  when  we  honoured  Ha- 
rlot the  goldsmith  1  Veken  best  how  you  have  madh 
interest  with  her.  but  I  saw  her  on  her  knees  to  toe 
King  for  you.  She  was  committed  to  my  chars^  to 
bring  her  up  hither  ui  honour  and  safety.  Had  X  n 
my  owq  will,  I  would  have  had  her  to  Bridewell, 
flog  the  wild  blood  out  of  her— a  cutty  quean,  to  ^' 
of  wearing  the  breeches,  and  not  so  much  aa  xn( 
yet!" 

"  Haxk  ye.  Sir  Hungo  Malagrowther,"  answerod 
Nigel,  *'  I  would  have  yon  talk  of  that  young  persoA 
with  fitting  respect." 

**  With  all  the  reapect  that  befits  your  lordahq^f 
paramour,  and  Davy  Ramaa/a  daughter,  I  ahall  cetr 
tainly  apeak  of  her,  my  lord,"  aaid  Sir  Mungo,  assent- 
ins  a  dry  tone  of  irony. 

Nigel  waa  greatly  dispoaed  to  have  made  a  seriouf 
quarrel  of  it,  but  with  Sir  Mungo  such  i^n  affair  wouU 
nave  been  ridiculoua  j  he  smothered  his  resentment 
therefore,  and  conjured  him  to  tell  what  ne  had  hear^ 
and  seen  respecting  (tua  young  person. 

"  Simply,  that  I  was  in  the  anteroom  when  aha 
had  audience,  and  heard  the  King  say,  to  my  great 
perplexity,  *  PuUtra  9ant  pueOa ;'  and  Maxwell,  wh9 
hath  but  mdifferent  Latin  eara,  thought  that  hia  Ma- 
Jeaty  called  on  him  by  his  own  name  of  Sawney  and 
thrust  into  the  Drei^ence,  and  there  |  saw  our  Sove- 
reign James,  with  his  own  hand,  raising  up  the  lasaia 
who,  as  I  said  heretofore,  was  travestied  in  man'i 
attire.  I  ahould  have  had  my  own  thoughta  of  it 
but  our  gracious  Master  is  auld,  and  waa  nae  great 
gillravager  amang  the  queans  even  in  his  youth ;  and 
he  waa  comforting  her  in  his  own  way,  and  aaying^ 
—'Ye  needna  greet  about  it,  my  bonnie  woma^ 
Glenvarlochides  ahall  have  fair  play;  and.  indeecC 
when  the  hurry  was  off  our  apirits,  we  could  not  b^ 
lieve  that  he  bad  any  design  on  our  person.  And 
touching  his  other  ofiences,  we  will  look  wisely  and 
closely  into  the  matter.'  So  1  got  charge  to  take  tha 
yoimg  fence-louper  to  the  Tower  here,  and  deliver 
her  to  the  charge  of  Lady  Mansel:  and  his  Majesty 
charged  me  to  say  not  a  word  to  her  about  your  of- 
fences, for,  said  ne^  the  poor  thing  is  breaking  hot 
heart  for  him." 

"  And  on  this  you  have  charitably  founded  ibs 
opinion  to  the  prejudice  of  this  young  lady,,  which 
you  have  now  thought  proper  to  express  ?"  said  Lord 
Glenvarloch. 

"In  honest  truth,  my  lord,'  repUed  Sir  Mmm 
"  what  opinion  would  you  have  me  form  of  a  wench 
who  gets  into  male  habiliments,  and  goes  on  l" 
knees  to  the  King  for  a  wild  young  nobleman  1 
wot  not  what  the  fashionable  word  mav  be.  for  I 
phrase  changes,  though  the  custom  aoidea.  Bu 
truly  I  must  needs  think  this  youiu;  l^ddy-if  yoa 
•    38* 


lis 


THE  FORTUNES  OF  NIGEL. 


can  Watcbie  RamBayi  daughter  a  voung  leddy'-de- 
meana  herself  more  like  a  leddy  of  pleasure  than  a 
Uxldy  of  honour." 

"  You  do  her  egregious  wrong,  Sir  Mungo,'!  said 
Nigel :  "  or  rather  you  have  been  misled  by  appear- 
ances. 

**  So  win  all  the  world  be  misled,  my  lord,"  ra>lied 
the  satuist  "  unless  you  were  doing  that  to  disabuse 
them  which  your  father's  son  will  hardly  jud0B  it  fit 
to  do.*' 
'  "  And  what  may  that  be,  I  pray  you  7" 

••  E*en  marry  the  lass— make  her  Leddy  Glenvar- 
loch.— Ay,  ay,  ye  may  start— but  it's  the  course  you 
are  driving  on.  Rather  marry  than  do  worse,  if  the 
worst  be  not  done  already." 
,  *'  Sir  Mungoi"  said  Nigel,  "I  pray  you  to  forbear 
this  subject,  and  rather  return  to  that  of  the  mutila- 
tion, upon  which  it  pleased  you  to  enlarge  a  short 
while  since." 

"  I  have  not  time  at  present,"  said  Sii  Mungo, 
Clearing  the  clock  strike  four;  "out  so  soon  as  you 
■hall  have  received  sentence,  my  lord,  you  may  rely 
on  my  giving  you  the  fullest  detail  of  the  whole  so- 
lemnity ;  and  I  eive  you  my  '^ord  as  a  knight  and 
oentleman,  that  I  will  myself  attend  you  on  the  scaf- 
Ibld,  whoever  may  cast  sour  looks  on  me  for  doing 
00. .  I  bear  a  heart,  to  stand  by  a  firiend  in  the  worst 
of  times." 

So  saying,  he  wished  Lord  Glenvarioch  farewell; 
who  felt  as  heartily  reioiced  at  his  departure,  though 
't  may  be  a  bold  word,  as  any  person  who  had  ever 
undergone  his  society.  , 

But.  when  left  to  his  own  reflections^  Nigel  could 
not  help  feeling  solitude  nearly  as  irksome  as  the  com- 
pany of  Sir  Mungo  Malagrowther.  The  total  wreck 
of  his  fbrtune,— which  seemed  now  to  be  rendered  un- 
avoidable by  the  loss  of  the  royal  warrant,  that  had 
afforded  him  the  means  of  redeeming  his  paternal  es- 
tata-^was  an  unexpected  and  additional  blow.  When 
he  had  seen  the  warrant  he  could  not  precisely  re- 
member; but  was  inchned  to  think,  it  was  in  the 
casket  when  he  took  out  money  to  pay  the  mieer  for 
his  lodgings  at  Whitefriars.  Since  then,  the  casket 
had  been  almost  constantly  under  his  own  eye,  ex- 
oept  during  the  short  time  he  was  separated  from  his 
l>aggage  by  the  arrest  in  Greenwich  Park.  It  might. 
mdeeoT  have  been  taken  out  at  that  xittiB,  for  he  had 
no  reason  to  think  either  his  person  or  his  property 
was  in  the  hands  of  those  who  wished  him  well ;  but 
on  the  other  hand,  the  locks  of  the  strong-box  had 
sustained  no  violence  that  he  could  observe,  and,  be- 
ing of  a  particular  and  complicated  construction,  he 
thought  tney  could  scarce  be  opened  without  an  in- 
0trument  made  on  pumose,  adapted  to  their  peculiari- 
ties, and  for  this  there  had  been  no  time.  BuL  specu- 
late as  he  would  on  the  matter,  it  was  clear  that  tliis 
important  document  was  gone,  and  probable  that  it 
Dad  passed  into  no  friendly  hands.  "  Let  it  be  So," 
Baid  Nigel  to  himself;  "I  am  scarcely  worse  off  re- 
specting my  prospects  of  fortune,  than  when  I  first 
t«achea  this  acairsed  city.  But  to  be  hampered  with 
cruel  accusations,  and  stained  with  foul  suspicions— 
to  be  the  object  of  pity  of  the  most  degrading  kind  to 
yonder  honest  citizen,  and  of  the  malignity  of  that 
envious  and  atrabihnous  courtier,  who  can  endure 
the  good  fbrtune  and  good  qualities  of  another  no  more 
than  the  mole  can  brook  sunshine— this  is  indeed  a 
deplorable  reflection;  and  the  consequences  must 
stick  to  my  future  life,  and  impede  whatever  my  head, 
or  my  hand,  if  it  is  left  me,  might  be  able  to  execute 
in  my  favour 

The  feeling,  that  he  is  the  object  of  general  dislike 
and  dereliction,  seems  to  be  one  of  the  most  unendur- 
o*)ly  painful  to  which  a  human  being  can  be  subjected. 
The  most  atrocious  criminals,  whose  nerves  have  not 
shrunk  from  perpetrating  the  most  horrid  cruelty, 
endure  more  from  the  consciousness  that  no  man 
will  sympathize  with  their  sufferings,  than  from  ap- 
prehension of  the  personal  agony  of  their  impending 
punishment ;  and  are  known  often  to  attempt  to  palli- 
ate their  enormities,  and  sometimes  altogether  to  de- 
Inr  what  is  established  by  the  clearest  proof,  raiher 
than  to  ^eave  life  under  the  general  ban  of  humanity. 
It  was  no  wonder  that  Nigel,  labouring  under  tlie 
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of  general,  though  unjust  Buspidoii.  tbcM 
while  pondering  on  so  painfiira  theme,  rscxHlect  ikac 
one,  at^ast,  had  not  only  believed  him  innooeni,bBt 
hazarded  herself  with  aU  her  feeble  power,  to  mkt* 
pose  in  his  behalf. 

"Poor  girl !"  he  repeated  ;  **Poor,  rash,  but  n» 
rous  maiden  1  your  fate  is  that  other  in  Scottiso  sto- 
ry, who  thrust  her  arm  into  the  staple  of  the  door,  to 
oppose  it  as  a  bar  against  the  assassins  who  threaiea- 
ed  the  murder  of  her  sovereign.  Thedeed  of  devotkm' 
was  useless ;  save  to  giye  an  immortal  name  to  bar 
by  whom  it  was  done,  and  whose  blood  flowB,  it  is 
said,  in  the  veins  of  my  house." 

I  cannot  explain  to  the  reader,  whether  the  recol- 
lection of  this  historical  deed  of  devotion,  and  dia 
lively  effect  which  the  comparison,  aliuIeoverBtraiii- 
ed  perhaps,  was  likely  to  produce  in  fovour  of  Mar* 
garet  Ramsey,  was  not  qualified  by  the  oonoomitant 
ideas  of  ancestry  and  ancient  descent  with  which  that  * 
recollection  was  mingled.  But  the  cpntendinf;  £»!• 
ings  suggested  a  new  train  of  ideas.— "Anoeatry,"  hs 
thought,  "and  ancient  descent,  what  are  they  to  mat 
—My  patrimony  alienated-nny  title  become  a  re- 
"proach— lor  what  can  be  so  absurd  aa  titled  beegaiy  t 
—my  character  subjected  to  sunicion,— I  will  not  n> 
main  in  this  country ;  and  should  I,  at  leaving  it,  pn>* 
cure  the  socie^  or  one  so  lovely,  so  brave,  aiid  is 
faithful,  who  should  sav  that  I  derogated  com  tha 
rank  which  I  am  viriuaOy  renouncing  7" 

There  was  something  romantic  and  plea«in:  ashf 
pursued  this  picture  of  an  attached  and  faithml  pao^ 
becoming  all  the  world  to  each  other,  and  stenuniai 
the  tide  of  fate  arm  in  arm ;  and  to  be  linked  tfaoi 
Mriih  a  creature  so  beautiful,  and  who  had  taken  such 
devoted  and  disinterested  concern  in  his  fortanci^ 
formed  itself  into  such  a  vision  as  romantic  yon  A 
loves  best  to  dwell  upon. 

Suddenly  his  dream  was  painfully  dispelled,  by  the 
leooUection,  that  its  very  basis  rested  upon  the  most 
selfish  ingratitude  on  his  own  part.  Lord  of  hiscas* 
tie  and  his  towers,  his  forests  and  fields,  h»  fair  pa* 
trimony  and  noble  name^  his  mind  would  have  reject* 
ed,  as  a  sort  of  impossibility,  the  idea  of  elevating  to 
his  rank  the  daughter  of  a  mechanic ;  but,  when  ds* 
graded  fh>m  his  nobility,  and  plunged  into  poverty 
and  difficulties,  he  was  ashamed  to  feel  himself  sol 
unwilling,  that  this  poor  girl,  in  the  blindness  of  hi 
affection,  should  abandon  all  the  better  prospects^ 
her  own  settled  condition,  to  embrace  the  precariooi 
and  doubtful  course  which  he  himself  was  condemih 
ed  to.  The  generosity  of  Nigel's  mind  recoiled  from 
the  selfishness  of  the  plan  of  happiness  which  he  pro- 
jected ;  and  he  made  a  strong  effort  to  expel  from  his 
thoughts  for  the  rest  of  the  evening  this  fasdnaiiflig 
female^  or,  at  least,  not  to  permit  them  to  dwell  upon 
the  perilous  circumstance,  that  she  was  at  present  the 
only  creature  living  who  seemed  to  consider  him  aa 
an  object  of  kindness. 

He  could  not,  however,  succeed  in  banishing  her 
from  his  slumbers,  when,  after  having  spent  a  weary 
day,  he  betook  himself  to  a  perturbed  coach.  The 
form  of  Margaret  mingled  with  the  wild  mass  of 
dreams  which  tiis  late  adventures  had  suggested;  and 
even  when,  copying  the  lively  narrative  of  Sir  Mungo, 
fancy  presented  to  him  the  olood  bubbling  and  hiss- 
ing on  the  heated  iron,  Margaret  stood  behind  him 
like  a  spirit  of  light,  to  breathe  healing  on  the  wound. 
At  length  nature  was  exhausted  by  these  fantastic 
creations,  and  Nigel  slept,  and  slept  soundly,  until 
awakened  in  the  morning  by  the  sound  of  a  weii* 
known  voice,  which  had  often  broken  liis  slumbers 
about  the  same  hour. 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 

Marry,  oomn  ap,  fir.  with  your  ronUe  blood 

Hero'fl  a  red  Btream  beneath  this  coarw  blue 

That  warmi  the  heart  a*  kindly  t«  if  drawn 

From  the  fkr  source  of  old  Assyrian  kingt. 

Who  tiret  madfl  mankind  nibject  to  their  swaf.— Otf  Pla$ 

The  sounds  to  which  we  alluded  in  our  last,  wei 
no  other  than  the  grumbling  tones  of  Richie  Mom 
plies's  voice.  * 

This  worthy  like  some  other  persons  who  xank 


ijgfa  in  their  own  opinion,  w«8  verv  apt,  when  be 
XMud  have  no  other  auditor,  \o  hold  conversation 
irith  one  who  wad  sure  to  be  a  willinz  liBtener— I 
Dean  with  himself.  He  was  now  bruaning  and  ar- 
anging  Lord  Glenvarloch's  clothes,  with  as  much 
ompoaure  and,quiet  assiduity  as  if  he  had  nev^  been 
lut  o£  his  service,  and  grumbling  betwixt,  whiles  to 
be  fblbwing  purpose  :—**  Humph— ay,  time  cloak 
i&d  ierkin  were  through  my  hands-;!  question  if 
lorsehair  has  been  passed  over  them  since  they  and 
last  parted.  The  embroidery  finely  frayed  too— and 
be  gold  buttons  of  the  cloak— By  my  conscience, 
nd  as  I  am  an  honest  roan,  there  is  a  round  dozen  of' 
bem  ganel  Thia  comes  of  Alsatian  frolica— God 
eep  us  with  his  grace,  and  not  give  us  over  to  our 
wn  devices !— I  see  no  sword— out  that  will  be  in 
wpect  of  present  circumstances." 
Nigel  for  some  time  could  not  help  behsving  that 
e  was  still  in  a  dream,  so  improbaole  did  it  seem 
uit  his  domestic,  whom  he  supposed  to  be  in  Scot- 
ind,  should  have  found  hiin  out,  and  obtained  ac- 
!88  to  him,  in  his  present  circumstances.  Looking 
irough  the  curtains,  however,  he  became  well  as- 
ired  of  the  fact,  when  he  beheld  the  stiff  and  bony 
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eshin^  himself  wi^  whistling  or  hummmg  from 
iterval  to  interval,  some  snatch  of  an  old  melancho- 
'  Scottish  ballad-tune.  Although  sufficiently  con- 
ineed  of  the  identity  of  the  party.  Lord,  Glenvarloch 
raid  not  help  enressing  ms  surprise  in  the  super- 
nous  question—  In  the  name  of  Heaven,  Richie,  is 
hisyou  r 

*ifkd  wha  else  suld  it  be,  my  lord  ?"  answered 
RieUi;  "I  dreamna  that  your  lordship's  levee  in  this 
9liee  is  like  to  be  attended  by  ony  that  are  not  bound- 
n  thereto  by  duty." 

"I  am  rather  surprised,"  answered  Nigel,  "that  it 
buld  be  attended  by  any  one  at  all— especially  by 
pu,  Richie;  for  you  know  that  we  parted,  and  I 
lough t  you  had  reached  Scotland  long  since." 

"I  crave  your  loidship's  pardon,  but  we  have  not 
Irted  yet,  nor  are  soon  likdy  so  to  do ;  for  then 
tog  tvra  folk's  votes  to  the  unmaking  of  a  bargain, 
'  to  the  making  of  an&  Though  it  was  youf  Tord- 
I's  pleasure  so  to  conduct  yourself  that  we  were 


to  to  have  part^  yet  it  was  not,  on  reflection,  my 
ffi  to  be  gone.  To  be  plain,  if  your  lordship  does 
»t  ken  when  you  have  a  good  servant,  I  ken  when 
have  a  kind  master;  and'^to  say  trutl^  you  will  be 
uier  served  now  than  ever,  for  there  is  ,not  much 
iance  of  your  getting  out  of  bounds." 
"I  am  inoeea  bound  over  to  good  behaviour,"  said 
lOrd  Glenvarloch,  with  a  smile,;  "  but  I  hope  you 
nil  not  take  advantage  of  my  situation  to  be  too  se- 
ers on  my  follies,  Richie  Y* 
"God  forbid,  my  lord— God  forbid  I"  replied  Richie, 

?'th  an  expression  betwixt  a  conceited  consciousness 
superior  wisdom  and  real  feelins;— "  especially  in 
onaiaeration  of  your  lordship's  having  a  due  sense  of 
bem.  I  did  indeed  remonstrate,  as  was  my  humble 
iitv,  but  I  scorn  to  cast  that  up  to  your  lordsliip  now 
-Na,  na,  I  am  myself  an  erring  creature— very  con- 
cious  of  some  small  weakneaaes— there  is  no  perfec- 
ion  in  man." 

"But Richie,"  said  Lord  Glenvarloch,  "although! 
un  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  proffered  service,  it 
laa  be  of  little  use  to  me  here,and  may  be  of  prejudice 
ioyourself.'* 

Your  lordship  shall  pardon  me  again,"  said  Richie, 
irhom  the  relative  situation  of  the  parties  had  in- 
vested with  ten  times  his  ordinary  dogmatism ;  "  but 
» I  will  manage  the  matter,  your  lordship  shall  be 
pnatly  benefited  by  my  service^  and  I  myself  no 
•liit  prejudiced." 

*4  see  not  how  that  can  bo,  my  friend,"  aaid  Lord 
Glenvarloch,  **  since  even  as  to  your  pecuniary  af- 

"  Touchinjg  my  pecuniars,  my  lord,"  replied  Richie, 
"  I  am  indifierently  weel  provided ;  and,  as  it  chances, 
my  living  here  will  be  no  burden  to  xour  lordship,  or  dis- 
tre«  to  myself.  Only  1  crave  permission  to  annex  cer- 
tain cooditiona  to  my  servitude  with  your  lordship." 


"  Annex  what  you  will,"  eaid  Lord  Glenvarlochi 
"for  you  are  pretty  sure  to  uke  your  own  way, 
whether  you  make  any  conditions  or  not.  Since  you 
will  not  leave  me,  which  were,  I  think,  your  wisest 
course,  you  must,  and  I  suppose  will,  serve  me  only 
on  such  terras  as  you  like  yourself." 

"  All  ihat  I  ask,  my  lord,"  said  Richie,  gravely, ' 
and  with  a  tone  of  great  moderation,  "  is  to  have  the 
Uninterrupted  command  of  my  own  motions^  for  cer- 
tain impoxtant  purposes  whicn  I  have  now  in  hand, 
always  giving  your  lordship  the  solace  of  my  compa- 
ny and  attendance  at  such  times  as  may  be  at  ones 
convenient  for  me,  and  neceaaary  for  your  service." 

"  Of  which,  I  suppose,  you  constitute  yourself  sole 
judge."  replied  Nigel,  smiling. 

'^Unquestionably,  my  lord,"  answered  Richie, 
gravely;  "for  your  lordship  can  only  know  what 
yours€^want ;  whereas  I,  who  see  both  sides  of  the 
picture,  ken  both  what  is  the  best  for  your  a&irs, 
and  what  is  the  most  needful  for  my  own." 

" Richie,  my  good  friend,"  said  Nigel,  "I  foar  this 
arranjgement,  ^vhich  places  the  master  much  under 
the  disposal  of  the  servant,  would  scarce  suit  us  if 
we  were  both  at  large ;  but  a  prisoner  as  I  am,  I  may 
be  as  weQ  at  your,  disposal  as  1  am  at  that  of  so 
many  other  oersons ;  and  so  you  may  come  and  go 
as  you  list,  for  I  suppose  you  will  not  take  my  advice, 
to  return  to  your  own  country,  and  leave  ms  to  my 
fate." 

"  The  deil  be  in  mv  feet  if  I  do,"  said  Moniplies,—  • 
"  I  am  not  the  lad  t6  Wve  your  lordship  m  foui 
weather,  when  I  followed  you  and  fed  upon  you 
through  the  whole  summer  day.  And  beskfes,  there 
may  be  brave  days  tyhind,  for  a'  that  has  come  and 
gane  yet;  for  ' 

'*  It'a  hime^  and  it*«  hame^and  it>i  hama  wa  Ain  wonid  be, 
Thoiifh  the  cloud  ia  in  the  lift,  and  the  wind  ia  on  the  lea; 
Fur  the  Min  through  the  mirk  bltoke  blithe  oit  mine  ee, 
Sara,—*  I'll  diioe  on  ye  yet  in  our  ain  country  I' " 

Having  sung  this  stanza  in  the  manner  of  a  ballad- 
singer;  vrhose  voice  has  been  cracked  by  matching  - 
his  wmdpipe  against  the  bugle  of  the  north  blast, 
Richie  Moniplies  aided  Lord  Glenvarloch  to  rise,  at- 
tended his  toilet  with  every  possible  mark  of  the  most 
solemn  Ad  deferential  respect,  then  waited  upon 
him  at  breakfast,  and  finally  withdrew,  pleading  that 
he  had  business  of  importance^  which  would  detain 
him  for  some  hours. 

Although, Lord  Glenvarloch  necessarily  expected 
to  be  occasionally  annoyed  by  the  self-conceit  and 
dogmatism  of  Richie  MonipUes  s  character,  yet  he 
could  not  but  feel  the  greatest  pleasure  from  the  firm 
and  devoted  attachment  which  this  faithAil  follower 
had  displayed  in  the  present  instance,  and' indeed 
promised  himself  an  inleviation  of  the  ennui  of  his 
unprisonment,  in  having  the  advantage  of  his  scrvi 
ces.  It  was,  therefore,  with  pleasure  that  he  learned 
from  the  warder,  that  his  servant's  attendance  would 
be  allowed  at  all  times  when  the  general  rules  of  the 
fortress  permitted  the  entrance  ofstrangers. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  magnanimous  Richie  Moni 

{Aes  had  already  reached  Tower  Wharf.  Here,  afioi 
ooking  with  contempt  on  several  scullers  by  whom 
he  was  plied,  and  whose  services  he  rejected  with  a 
wave  or  his  hand,  he  called  with  dignity,  "First 
oars  I"  and  stirred  into  activity  severanounmng  Tri- 
tona  of  the  higher  order,  who  had  not,  on  nis  first 
ai>pearance,  thought  it  worth  while  to  accost  him 
with  profiers  of  service.  He  now  took  possession 
of  a  wherry,  folded  his  arms  within  his  ample.cloak, 
and  sitting  down  in  the  stern  with  an  air  of  impor- 
tance, commanded  them  to  row  to  Whitehall  stairs. 
Having  reached  the  palace  in  safety,  he  demanded  to 
see  Master  Linklater,  the  undex-clerk  of  his  Majes- 
ty's kitchen.  The  reply  was,  that  he  was  not  to  bs 
spoken  withal,  being  then  employed  in  cooking  a 
mess  of  oock-a-leekie  for  the  King's  own  mouth. 

"Tell  him^"  said  Moniplies,  "that  itb  adear  coun 
tryman  of  his,  who  seeks  ,tt>  converse  with  him  on 
matter  of  high  import."  ,       .  . 

"A  dear  countryman  7"  said  Linklater,  when  this 

Kressing  message  was  delivered  to  hiro.       Well,  lot 
im  come  in  and  be  d — d.  that  I  should  say  sae ! 
This  now  ia  s^n  s  rod-headed,  long-legged,  giiU6 
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wbite-ftMt  ftne  the  Wefet  Pdit,  that,  hearing  of  my 
promotion,  is  come  up,  to  be  a  tum-broche,  or  deputy 
Bcultion,  through  my  interest.  It  is  a  great  hmder- 
ance  lo  any  man  who  would  rise  in  theworid,  to 
haTe  such  friends  to  hang  by  his  skirts,  m  hope  of 
being  towed  up  along  with  him.— Ha !  Richie  Moni- 
ihe9,  man,  is  it  thou  1  And  what  has  brought  ye 
lere?    If  they  should  ken  thee  for  the  loon  that 

scared  the  horse  the  other  day  I" ^ 

"No  more  o'  that,  neighbour,"  said  Richie,—"! 
am  just  here  on  theauld  errand— I  maun  epeak  with 
the  King." 

"The  king'}  Ye  are  red  wud,"  said  Linklater; 
then  shouted  to  his  assistants  in  the  kitchen,  "  Look 
to  the  broches,  ye  knaves— pwce*  purga—Salsamerv' 
ta  foe  macereniur  piUchre—l  wll  make  you  under- 
Btand  Latin,  ye  knaves,  as  becomes  the  scullions  of 
King  James."  Then  in  a  cautious  tone,  to  Richie's 
private  ear,  he  continued,   "Know  ye  not  how  ill 


Sour  master  came  off  the  other  day  ?— I  can  tell  you 
iiat  job  made  some  Ibtk  shake  for  their  office." 

^'  Weel.  but,  Laurie,  ye  mann  befriend  me  this  trnie, 
and  get  this  wee  bit  sifflication  slipped  into  his  Ma- 
jesty^s  ain  most  gracious  hand.  I  promise  you  the 
contents  will  be  most  grateful  to  him." 

"Richie,"  answered  Linklater,  "you  have  certain- 
ly sworn  to  say  your  prayers  in  the  porter's  lodge^ 
with  your  back  bare;  and  twa  grooms,  with  dog* 
whips,  to  cry  amen  to  you."  ^ 

"Na,  na,  Laurie,  lad,"  said  Richie,  "I  ken  better 
what  belangs  to  sifflications  than  I  did  yon  day  $  and 
ye  will  say  that  yourseli,  if  ye  will  but  get  that  bit 
note  to  the  King's  hand." 

"I  will  have  neither  hand  nqi foot  in  the  matter," 
said  the  cautious  Cterk  of  the  Kitchen ;  "  but  there  is 
his  Miuesty's  mess  of  cock-a-leekie  jost  going  to  be 
served  to  nim  in  his  closet— I  cannot  prevent  you 
from  putring  the  letter  between  the  gilt  bowl  and  the 
platter ;  his  sacred  Majesty  will  see  it  when  he  lifts 
the  bowl,  for  he  ave  dnnks  out  the  broth." 

"  Enough  said,^  replied  Richie,  and  deposited  the 
paper  accordingly,  jost  b^ore  a  page  entered  to  carry 
away  the  mess  to  his  Majesty. 

"A weel,  aweel,  neighbour,'*  said  Laurence,  when 
the  mess  was  taken  away,  "if  ye  have  done  ony 
thing  to  bring  yourseli  to  the  withy,  or  the  scourging 
post  it  is  your  ain  wilfUt  deed." 

"I  will  blame  no  other  for  it)"  said  Richie;  and 
with  that  undismayed  pertinacity  of  conceit,  which 
made  a  fundamental  part  of  his  character,  he  abode 
the  issue,  which  was  not  long  of  arriving.. 

In  a  few  minutes  Maxwell  himself  arrived  in  the 
apartment,  and  demanded  hastily  who  had  placed  a 
writing  on  the  King's  trencher.  Linklater  denied  all 
knowledge  of  it;  but  Richie  Moniplies,  stepping  bold- 
ly forth,  pronounced  the  emphatical  confession,  "I 
am  the  man." 

"  Follow  me.  then,"  said  Maxwell,  after  regarding 
him  with  a  look  of  great  curiosity. 

They  went  up  a  private  staircase,— even  that  pri- 
vate staircase,  tne  privilege  of  whksn  at  Court  is  ac- 
eounted  a  nearer  road  to  power  than  the  tfrandeg  6n- 
treet  themselves.  Arriving  in  what  Richie  described 
as  an  *ill  redd-up"  anteroom,  the  usher  made  a  sign 
lO  him  to  stop,  wliile  he  went  into  the  King's  closet. 
Their  conference  vras  short,  and  as  Maxweti  opened 
the  door  to  retire,  Richie  heard  the  conclusion  of  it. 

"  Ye  are  sure  he  is  not  dangerous  7—1  was  caught 
once.— Bide  within  call,  but  not  nearer  the  door  than 
within  three  geometrical  cubits.  If  I  speak  loud,  start 
to  me  like  a  falcon— If  I  speak  loun,  keep  your  long 
lugs  out  of  ear-shot— and  now  let  him  come  in." 

Richie  passed  forward  at  Maxwell's  mute  signal, 
and  in  a  moment  found  himself  in  the  presence  of 
the  King.  Most  men  of  Richie's  birth  and  breeding, 
and  many  others,  would  have  been  abashed  at  find- 
mg  themselves  alone  with  their  sovereign.  But 
Richie  Moniplies  had  an  opinion  of  himself  too  high 
to  be  controlled  by  any  such  ideas;  and  haviiwmade 
his  stiff  reverence,  he  arose  once  more  into  his  per- 
pendusular  height,  and  stood  before  James  as  stiflTas 
a  hedge-stake. 

"Have  ye  gotten  them,  mani  have  ye  gotten 
them?"  sajd  the  King,  In  a  fluttered  statev  betwixt 


hope  and  eagerness,  and  some  tondi  of  t    . 
fear.    "  Gie  me  them— gie  me  them— before  ye  i 
a  word.  I  charge  you,  on  your  allegiance." 

Richie  took  a  box  from  his  bosom,  and.  stooping 
on  one  knee,  presented  it  to  his  Majesty,  whohaMy 
opened  it,  and  having  ascertained  that  it  ooDtaidnd  a 
certain  caroanet  of  rubies,  with  which  the  reader  waa 
formerly  madeaotpiainted,  he  oouM  not  resist  ftiUhg 
into  a  sort  of  rapture,  kissing  the  gems,  as  if  dM 
had  been  capable  of  feeling,  and  repeating  again  aoi 
agam  vrith  childish  delightJ  "  Oiifrtuvt  proie,  rikar- 
que—Onyx  ewn  prole!  Ah,  my  bright  and  bmt 
aoarklers,  my  heart  k)np8  light  to  see  )poo  agara." 
He  then  turned  to  Richie,  upon  whose  steacal  comie' 
nance  his  Majesty's  demeanour  had  excited  somedui; 
like  a  grim  smile,  which  James  mtermpted  his  i^ 
ciru;  to  reprehend,  saying,  "  Take  heed,  sir,  you  are  not 
to  laugh  at  us— we  are  your  anomted  Soveneip"  * 

"  God  forbid  that  I  shouM  laugh !"  said 
composing  his  countenanee  inta  its  natural 
"I  did  but  smOe,  to  bring  my  visage  into  coine 
and  conformity  with  your  Majesty's  physio 

"Ye  speak  as  a  dutifril  subject,  and  an  

man,"  said  the  King;  *'but  what  deil'a  your  nttM^ 
mani" 

"Even  Richie  Moniplies,  the  son  of  aniJd  Mono 
Moniplies,  at  the  West  Port  of  Edinbui^h,  who  W 
the  honotu-  to  supply  your  Majesty's  mothei's  vmI 
table,  as  weel  as  your  Majestre,  with  fierii  and  odv 
vivers,  whpn  time  was."  . 

"Aha !"  said  the  King,  lau^ghingi— ^  he  posseMl 
as  a  useful  attribute  of  his  situatwn,  a  tensdRI 
memory,  which  recollected  every  one  with  who«li 
was  brought  into  casual  conta/ct,— "  Ye  are  thorf 
same  traitor  who  had  weelnigh  ooupit  us  enidla9|« 
the  causey  of  our  am  court-yard?  out  we  arnmh^ 
our  mare.  Equam  memento  r thru  in  <»rdmf» 
Weel,  be  not  dismayed,  Richie;  for,  as 
have  turned  traitors,*  it  is  but  fair  that  a  t^wwr,  uuw 
and  theii.  suld  prove  to  be,  oonira  expectoada,  a  trae 
man.  How  cam  ye  by  our  jewels,  man  7— earn  ye  oi 
the  part  of  George  HeriotT' 

''In  no  sort,"  said  Richie.  "May  it  please  jm 
Majesty,  I  come  as  Harry  Wynd  fought,  ntterlf  J| 
my  own  hand,  and  on  no  man's  errand ;  as,  xa§m 
1  call  no  one  master,  save  Him  that  made  nwtjg 
most  gracious  Majesty  who  governs  me^  BB>ff 
noble  Nigel  Olifaniit,  Lord  of  Glenyarloch,  whowm 
tained  me  aslang  as  he  could  maintain  himseUiiit 
nobleman  f* 

"Glenvarlochides  ag^sinf*  exclaimed  the  Kii|s 
"  by  my  honour  he  lies  in  ambuah  for  us  at  erery  efl^ 
per  !— Maxwell  knocka  at  the  door.     It  is  €mi9 


Heriot  come  to  tell  us  he  cannot  find  these  ... 

Get  thee  behind  the  arras,  Richie— stand  dose^ ^ 

sneeze  not— coiwh  not— bresthe  not*— J  ingoing  Gc^^ 
die  is  80  damnably  ready  with  his  gold-«nds  of  an»- 
dom,  and  sae  accursedly  backward  with  his  gohl-enss 
of  siller,  that,  by  our  royal  sanl,  we  are  glad  to  gel  a 
hair  in  his  neck." 

Richie  got  behind  the  arraa.  m  obedienee  to  te 
commands  of  the  sKKxl-natured  King,  while  the  Mo- 
narch, who  never  allowed  his  dignity  to  stand  in  ths 
way  of  a  frolic,  having  adjusted,  wim  his  own  hsad^ 
the  tapestry,  so  as  to  complete  the  ambuah,  cam^ 
manded  Maxwell  to  tell  him  what  was  the  matMT 
without.  Maxwelfs  reply  was  so  low  as  to  be  lost  If 
Richie  Moniplies.  the  peculiarity  of  whose  situatknilt 
no  means  abated  his  euriosity  and  desire  to  graii^i 
to  the  uttermost.  . 

"  Let  Geordie  Heriot  come  m,"  said  the  King;  aid, 
as  Richie  could  observe  through  a  sht  in  the  tapesB^ 
the  honest  citizen,  if  not  actually  agitated,  waSb  at 
least,  discomposed.  The  King,  whose  talent  lor  wi^ 
or  humour,  was  precisely  of  a  kind  to  be  gratifi«d,lv 
such  a  scene  as  ensued,  received  his  homage  witft 
coldness,  and  began  to  talk  to  him  with  an  air  of 
serious  dignity,  very  different  from  theasnal  ioig^ 
rous  levity  of  his  behaviour.  "  Master  Heriot,"  hs 
said,  "  if  we  aright  remeratie^  we  ofMsnorated  m  your 
hands  certain  jewels  of  the  Crown,  for  a  eertaio  nun 
of  money— Did  we,  or  did  we  not" 

"  My  most  graciom*  Sovereign,"  said  Heriot.  i^ 
disfputtibly  your  Miuestr  was  pleasatf  to  do  so. 
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"  The  property  of  which  Jg;^el8  and  cimelia  remain- 
ed with  U8,"  continued  thelung^  in  the  same  solemn 
tone,  "  subject  only  to  your  claim  of  advance  there- 
upon ;  which  advance  being  repaid,  mves  us  right  to 
rq>09se8sion  of  the  thing  opignoratod,  or  pledged,  or 
laid  in  wad.  Voetius,  Vinnius,  Groenwigeneus,  Pa- 
fienstecherus,— all  who  have  treated  dt  Contractu 
Opigntrationia^—constntiuTU  in  eundemr-gxee  on 
me  same  point  The  Roman  law^  the  English  com- 
mon law,  and  the  municipal  law  of  our  am  ancient 
kingdom  of  Scotland,  though  they  aplit  in  mair  par- 
ticulars than  I  could  desire,  unite  as  strictly  in  this  as 
the  three  fttrands  of  a  twisted  rope." 

"  May  it  please  your  Majesty,"  rq)lied  Heriot,  "it 
nqurefl  not  so  many  learned  authorities  to  prove  to 
any  honest  man,  that  his  interest  in  a  pledge  is  deter- 
mined when  the  money  lent  is  restored." 

**  Weel,  sir.  I  proffer  restoration  of  the  sum  lent, 
tad  I  demand  to  be  repossessed  of  the  Jewels  pledged 
with  you.  I  gave  ye  a  hint,  brief  while  since,  that 
this  would  be  essential  to  my  service,  for.  as  approach- 
ing events  are  like  to  call  us  into  public,  it  would 
aeem  strange  if  we  did  not  appear  with  those  orna- 
ments, which  are  heirlooms  oi  the  Crown,  and  the 
absence  whereof  is  like  to  place  us  in  contempt  and 
suspicion  with  oug  liege  subjects." 

Master  George  Heriot  seemed  much  moved  by 
thw  address  of  nis  Sovereii^n,  and  replied  with  emo- 
uoTit  **  I  call  Heaven  to  witness,  that  I  am  totally 
ljarmle«s  in  this  matter^  and  that  I  would  willingly 
lose  the  sum  advanced,  so  that  I  could  restore  those 

6^3^  the  absence  of  which  your  Majesty  so  justly 
tents.  Had  the  jewels  remained  with  me,  the  ac* 
at  of  them  would  be  easily  rendered ;  but  your 


^aty  will  do  me  the  justice  to  remember,  tnat, 
Vfyiur  express  order,  I  transferred  them  to  another 
jMnoQ,  who  advanced  a  ku-ge  sum,  just  about  the 
lose  of  my  departure  for  Paris.  The  money  was 
prassingly  wanted^  and  no  other  means  to  come  by  it 
oecurred  to  me.  I  told  your  Majesty,  when  I  brought 
the  needful  supply,  that  the  man  from  whom  the 
moneys  were  obtained,  was  of  no  good  repute;  and 
Ipur  most  princely  answer  was,  smelling  to  the  gold 
,— JNTon  old,  it  sm^  not  of  the  means  that  have  got- 

IJ*  Wed,  man,"  said  the  Eng,  "but  what  needs  a' 
mia  dinl  If  ye  gave  my  jewels  in  pledge  to  such  a 
■le,  8uld  ye  not,  as  a  liege  subject,  have  taken  care 
Eat  the  redemption  was  in  our  power?  And  are 
Wb  to  suffer  the  loss  of  our  cimelia  by  your  neglect, 
besides  being  exposed  to  the  scorn  and  censure  of  our 
|l0Be&  and  of  the  foreign  ambassadors?" 
^^  My  Lord  and  lieae  King,"  said  Heriot,  "  God 
knows,  if  my  beanng  Blame  or  shame  in  this  matter 
would  keep  it  from  your  Majesty,  it  were  my  duty  to 
endure  both,  as  a  servant  grateful  for  many  oenents; 
but  when  your  Majesty  considers  the  violent  death 
of  the  man  himself,  the  disappearance  of  his  daughter, 
lad  of  his  wealth,  I  trust  vou  will  remember  that  I 
warned  your  M<gesty,  in  humble  duty,  of  the  pos- 
ability  of  such  Casualties,  and  prayed  you  not  to 
ivse  me  to  deal  with  him  on  your  behalf."  * 

^  Bat  you  brought  me  nae  Letter  means,"  said  the 
f[jng — *'  Geordis,  ye  brought  me  nae  better  means. 
[  WAS  Uke  a  deserted  man;  what  could  I  do  but  grip 
\0  the  first  siller  that  offered,  as  a  drowning  man 
irasps  to  the  willow-wand  that  comes  readiest  7— 
Cod  now,  roan,  what  for  have  ye  not  brought  back 
Ihe  iewels?  they  are  surely  above  ground,  if  ye  wad 
•a&e  strict  search."  ,      ,  ,  ,     ^ 

**  All  stnct  search  has  been  made,  may  it  please 
fiMir  Majesty*"  replied  the  ctiizen  t  "  hue  and  cry  has 
Men  sent  out  everywhere,  and  it  has  been  found  im- 
isssibls  to  recover  them.'' 

"  Difficult,  ye  mean,  Greordie,  not  impossible."  re- 
riisd  the  King {  "for  that  whilk  is  impossible,  is 
Kher  naturally  so,  exempli  gratia^  to  make  two  into 
hmi  or  morally  so,  as  to  make  what  is  truth  false- 
mod;  but  what  is  only  difficult  may  come  to  pass, 
sith  assistanoe  of  wisdom  and  patience ;  as,  for  ez- 
imple.  Jingling  Geordie^  look  here  1"  And  he  display- 
id  tbe  recovered  treasure  to  the  eyes  of  the  astonished 
eivreller*  excIairoinA  with  great  inumph, "  What  say  ye 
t|  that,  ^ki«^l--By  nqr  aoeptie  and  crQwa,  the  man 


stares  as  if  he  took  his  nativs  prince  for  a  wariock! 

us  that  are  the  very  malleus  maleficarum^  the  contund- 
ing  and  con  triturating  hammer  of  all  witches,  soroe 
rers,  magicians,  and  the  like;  he  thinks  we  are  taking 
a  touch  of  the  black  art  oursells  !~But  gang  thy  way, 
honest  Geordie ;  thou  art  a  good  plain  man,  but  nans 
of  the  seven  sages  of  Greece ;  gang  thy  way,  and 
mind  the  soothfast  word  which  you  spoke*  small 
time  syne,  that  there  is  one  in  this  land  that  comes 
near  to  Solomon,  King  of  Israel,  in  all  his  gifts,  ex- 
cept in  his  love  to  strange  woman,  forby  the  daughter 
of  Pharaoh." 

If  Heriot  was  surT)rised  at  seeing  the  jewels  so  un- 
expectedly produced  at  the  moment  the  King  was 
upbraiding  him  fpr  the  loss  of  them,  this  allusion  to 
the  reflection  which  had  escaped  him  wiiile  conver*. 
sing  with  Lotd  Glenvarlocli/altogether  completed 
his  astonishment;  and  the  Kins  was  so  delighted 
with  the  superiority  which  it  gave  him  at  the  moment, 
that  he  rubbed  his  hands,  chuckled,  and,  finally,  hia 
sense  of  dignity  giving  way  to  the  TuU  feeUng  of  tri- 
umph, he  threw  himself  into  his  easy-chau",  and 
laughed  with  unconstrained  violence  till  he  lost  his 
breath,  and  the  tears  ran  plentifully  down  his  cheeks 
as  he  strove  to  recover  it.  Meanwhile,  the  royal 
cachinnation  was  echoed  out  by  a  discordant  and 
portentous,  laugh  from  behind  the  arras,  like  that  ox 
one  who.  little.accustomed  to  give  way  to  such  emo- 
tions, feels  himself  at  some  particular  unpulse  unable, 
either  tocontrol  or  to  modify  his  obstreperous  mirth.' 
Heriot  turned  his  head  with  new  surprise  towards  the 
place,  from  which  sounds  so  unfitting  the  presenoa 
of  a  monarch  seemed  to  burst  with  such  emphatio 
clamour,* 

Tbe  King,  too,  somewhat  sensible  of  the  indecorum* 
rose  up,  Viped  his  eyes,  and  calling,—"  Todlowrie, 
come  out  o'  your  den,"  he  produced  from  behind  thc) 
arras  the  length  of  Richie  MonipUes,  still  laughing 
with  as  unrestrained  mirth  as  ever  did  gossip  at  a 
country  christening.  "Whisht,  man.  whiiht,  man,*' 
said  the  King ; "  ve  needna  nicher  that  gait,  Hke  a 
cusser  at  a  caup  o'  corn,  e*en  though  it  was  a  pleasing 
jest,  and  our  ain  framing.  And  yet  to  see  jingling 
Geordie,  that  bauds  himself  so  much  the  vriser  than 
other  folk^to  see  him,  ha  1  ha !  ha !— in  the  vein  of 
Euclio  apud  Plautum,  distressing  himself  to  recovec 
what  was  lying  at  bis  dbow— 

•Thepraeticaljent  of  Richie  Monfpliecsoinf  behind  the  ams 
to  setao  opportunity  of  tesainf  Heriot,  waa  a  pleaaanmr  twh  a* 
Jmnee  mifht  be  rappoaed  to  approive  of.  It  waa  cuatomarr  fbr 
thoM  wbo  knew  his  humour  to  contrive  jeata  of  tliia  kind  for 
hiaamuerment  The  celebrated  Archie  Annitronf,  and  another 
jealer  called  Dnimroond,  mounted  on  other  people*!  backi,  uaed 
to  charge  each  other  like  knights  in  the  tilt  yard,  to  tbe  nra* 
nareh'a  freat  amuasnient. 

Tlie  following  is  an  instance  of  the  same  kind,  taken  from 
Webster  upon  Witclicraft  The  author  is  speaking  of  the  (W 
cultjr  called  venlriloquism. 

*'  But  to  make  this  mora  plain  and  oertaia,  we  shall  add  a 
story  of  a  notable  impoatort  or  ventriloqniat.  from  the  lestimoay 
of  Mr.  Ady^  which  we  have  had  conllrmea  fVom  the  mouth  of 
aomo  courtiers,  that  both  saw  and  knew  him,  and  is  this  :— It 
hath  been  (saith  he)  erediblr  reported,  that  there  waa  a  roan  In 
the  court  in  Kin?  James  his  days,  that  oouid  act  this  imposture 
so  lively,  that  he  could  call  the  kins  by  name,  and  cause  tho 
King  to  look  round  about  him,  wondering  who  it  was  that 
calletl  him,  whereas  he  that  called  him  stood  before  him  inlua 
preaenoe,  with  his  fbee  towards  him.  But  aher  this  impoatnrt 
waa  known,  the  King,  in  his  merriment,  would  aoraetimea  take 
occasionally  this  impostor  to  makeaport  upon  soma  of  his  eour. 
tiers,  as,  for  instance  :— 

"  There  was  a  knight  beloniring  to  the  omirt,  whom  the  King 
cauaad  to  come  before  him  in  his  private  room,  (where  no  man 
waa  but  the  king.and  this  knight  and  Uie  ioipoator,)  and  feigned 
aome  occasion  or  serious  discourse  witti  the  kmght ;  but  when, 
the  KInir  begun  to  speak,  and  the  knight  bendina  his  atfontion 
to  the  Kinr,  suddenly  there  came  a  voice  as  out  oranotlM^r  room^ 
caJlina  Ute  knight  by  name,  Bir  John.  Sir  John  ;  come  away, 
Sir  John  ;'  at  which  the  knight  began  to  fmwn  that  any  maa 
should  be  so  tmmannorly  as  to  raolesl  tiw  King  an,d  htm ;  and 
still  listonina  to  tho  King's  disronrse.  the  voice  came  again. 
•  Sir  John,  Sir  John  ;  cttiw  away  and  dnnk  off  your  wok.'  At 
that  Sir  John  began  to  aweJI  with  anger,  and  looked  into  tbe 
next  rooms  to  see  who  it  was  that  dared  to  call  him  so  impo^ 
tunately,  and  could  not  find  out  who  it  was,  and  having  chid 
with  whomwMtvcr  lie  found,  he  returned  again  to  the  King. 
The  King  had  no  sooner  begun  to  speak  aa  formerly,  but  th« 
▼ojcB  came  a?aiii, '  Sir  John,  come  away,  your  sack  stayeth  for 
you.*  At  Umt  Sir  John  began  to  stamp  with  madness,  and  look 
ed  out  an )  returned  several  limes  to  the  King,  but  could  not  1^ 
quiet  in  h«  discourse  with  tho  King,  because  oC  the  voicethaf 
so  onen  t  Aubled  him,  till  the  King  had  aportod  eoongh.*'— Was 
STsam  M'UeHcr^^p.  m. 
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'  Peri?,  mtftrtl.  oftridl— quo  rarram  ?  q«o  noo  cnrrem—  ^ 
Tono,  lenc— queinl  quisi  nneio— nihil  video.* 

Ah !  Gcorriie,  your  een  are  sharp  enous»h  to  look  after 
•  gowd  ami  stilver,  gems,  rubies,  and  the  hko  of  thar^ 
and  yet  ye  kenna  how  to  come  by  them  when  they 
are  lost.^Ay,  ay— look  at  them,  man— look  at  them— 
they  are  a'  ri^ht  and  tif^ht.  sound  and  round,  not  a 
doublet  crept  in  amongst  them." 

George  Heriot,  when  liis  first  surpriw  was  over, 
was  too  old  a  courtier  to  interrupt  the  King's  imagi- 
nary triumph,  although  he  darted  a  look  of  some  dis- 
pleasure at  nonest  Richie,  who  still  contmucd  on  what 
IS  usually  termed  the  broad  grin.  He  quietly  examined 
the  stones,  and  finding  them  ail  perfect,  he  honestly 
and  sincerely  congratulated  his  Mfgcsty  on  the  reco- 
ver}' of  a  treasure  which  could  not  have  been  lost 
without  some  dishonour  to  the  crown;  and  asked  to 
whom  he  himself  was  to  pay  the  sums  for  which  they 
had  been  pledged,  observuig,  that  he  had  th^  money 
by  him  in  readiness. 

*'  Ye  are  in  a  deevil  of  a  hurry^  when  ther^  is  paying 
in  the  case,  Geordie,"  said  the  King.— "What's  a*  the 
haste,  man  7  The  jewels  were  restored  by  on  honest, 
kindly  countryman  of  ours.  There  he  stands,  and 
wha  kens  if  he  wants  tlie  money  on  the  nail,  or  if  he 
oiight  not  be  as  wecl  pleased  wi'  a  bit  rescript  on 
our  treasury  some  six  months  hence?  Ye  ken  that 
our  Exchequer  is  even  at  a  low  ebb  nist  now,  and 
fp  cry  pay,  pay,  pay,  as  if  we  had  all  the  mines  of 
Ci)hir." 

"  Please  your  Majesty,"  said  Heriot^  "  if  this  man 
has  the  real  right  to  these  moneys,  it  is  doubtless  at 
his  will  to  grant  forbearance,  if  he  will.  But  when  I 
remember  the  guise  in  which  I  first  saw  him,  with  a 
tattered  cloak  and  a  broken  head,  I  can  hsydly  con- 
cdve  it.— Are  not  you  Richie  Moniplies,  with  the 
ICine's  favour?' 

**  Even  sae,  Master  Heriot— of  the  ancient  and  ho- 
nourable house  of  Castle  Ckillop,  i\ear  to  the  West 
Port  of  Edinburgh,"  answered  Richie. 

*•  Why,  please  your  Majesty,  he  is  a  poor  serving- 
man,"  said  Heriot.  **  This  money  can  never  be  ho- 
nestly at  his  disposal." 

"What  for  no?" said  the  King.  "Wad  yc  have 
naebody  spraickle  up  the  brae  but  yoorsell,  Geordie  7 
Your  am  cloak  was  thin  enough  when  ye  cam  here, 
though  ye  have  lined  it  gay  and  weel.  And  for  ser- 
ving-menj  there  has  roony  a  red-shank  come  over  the 
Tweed  wi'  his  master's  wallet  on  his  shoulders,  that 
now  rustles  it  wi'  his  six  followers  behind  him.  There 
stands  the  man  himsell ;  speer  at  him,  Geordie." 

"His  may  not  be  the  best  authority  in  the  case," 
answered  the  cautious  citizen. 

"  Tot,  tut,  man,"  said  the  King,  "ye  are  over  scru- 
pidous.  The  knave  deer-stealers  have  an  apt  phrase, 
Non  eat  inquirendum  unde  venit  vbkisok.  He  that 
brings  the  gudea  hath  surely  a  right  to  dispose  of  the 
eear.— Hark  ye,  friend,  speak  the  truih  and  shame  the 
t'Oeil.  Have  ye  plenary  powers  to  dispose  on  the  re- 
d/smptioD-money  as  to  delay  of  payments,  or  the  like, 
ay  or  no?" 

"Pull  i>ower,  an  it  like  your  gracious  Majesty/*"an- 
awered  Richie  Moniplies;  "and  I  am  maist  wiUmg  to 
eubscrive  to  whatsoever  may  in  ony  ^^se  accommo- 
date your  Majesty  anent  the  redemption^money^  trust- 
ing your  Majesty's  grace  will  be  kind  to  me  m  one 
aoia'  favour. 

"  Ey,  man,"  said  the  king,  "come  ye  to  me  there? 
I  thought  ye  wad  e'en  be  like  the  rest  of  them.— One 
would  think  our  subjects'  lives  and  goods  were  all  our 
ain,  and  holden  of  us  at  our  free  will ;  but  when  we 
stand  in  need  of  ony  matter  of  siller  from  them,  which 
chances  more  freauently  than  we  would  it  did,  deil  a* 
boddle  is  to  be  had,  save  on  the  auld  terms  of  gifi-gafT. 
It  is  just  nifier  for  niifer.— AweeL  neighbour,  what  is 
it  that  ye  want— some  monopoly,  I  reckon  ?  Or  it 
may  be  a  erant  of  kirk-lands  and  teinds.  or  a  knight- 
hooa,  or  the  like?  Ye  maun  be  reasonable,  unless  ye 
Ivropose  to  advance  more  money  for  our  present  oc- 
casions." 

"  My  liege,"  answered  Richie  Moniplies, "  the  owner 
of  these  moneys  places  them  at  your  Majcsfy's  com- 
mand, frde  of  all  pledge  or  usage  as  long  as  it  is  your 
pleasure,  providing  your  Majesty  will  condescend  to 


show  some  fevonr  to  tha  noble  Lord  GlenvailoeK 
presently  prisoner  in  your  royal  Tower  of  Londoo." 

"  How,  man— how,  man— how^  man  f*  exclaimed 
the  King,  reddcnins  and  stammenns,  but  with  eno* 
tions  more  noble  than  those  by  which  he  was  nine- 
times  agitated— "What  is  that  you  dare  to  say  touil 
—Sell  our  justice!— sell  our  mercy !— and  we  a  crovni* 
ed  King,  sworn  to  do  jusnce  to  our  subjects  in  the 
gate,  and  responsible  for  our  stewardship  to  Him  that 
IS  over  all  kings?"— Here  he  reverently  looked  np^ 
touched  his  bonnet,  and  continued,  with  some  shnp- 
ness,— "Wedarenot  traffic  in  such  commodities,  sr 
and,  but  that  ye  are  a  poor  ignorant  creature,  thtf 
have  done  us  this  day  some  not  unpleasant  senioe^ 
we  wad  have  a  red  non  driven  through  your  tonffa^ 
in  terrorem  of  others.- Awa  with  him,  Greordie,--vty 
him,  plack  and  bawbee,  out  of  our  moneys  in  job 
hands,  and  let  them  care  that  come  ahint" 

Richie,  who  had  counted  with 'the  utmost  certaintf 
upon  the  success  of  this  master-stroke  of  policy,  vis 
like  an  architect  whose  whole  scafiblding  at  ones 
gives  way  under  him.  He  caught,  however,  at  what 
he  thought  mifihi  break  his  faU.  ^  Not  only  the  son 
for  which  the  jewels  were  pledged,"  he  snid,  "but  the 
double  of  it,  if  required,  should:  be  placed  at  h*s  Mi* 
jesty's  command,  and  even  without  hopeorcoodiliHi 
of  repayment,  if  only" 

But  the  King  did  not  allow  him  to  complete  iha 
sentence,  crying:  out  with  greater  vehemence  thi| 
before,  as  if  ne  dreaded  the  stability  of  his  own  gm 
resolutions,— "Awa  wi'  him— switn  awa  wf  himi  k 
is  time  he  were  cane,  if  he  doubles  his  bode  Uiat  all 
And,  for  your  life^  letna  Steenie,  or  ony  of  tbcoi,  Mr 
a  word  from  his  mouth ;  for  wha  kena  what  tmoHi 
th a t  migh  t  bring  me  into  1  Ne  indueas  in  UxUdimm 
—  Vaderdra^Sathanas^^Amen" 

In  obedience  to  the  royal  mandate.  George  Henol 
hurried  the  abashed  peritioner  out  of  uie  preanesaid 
out  of  the  Palaee;  and,  when  they  were  in  llie  Pa- 
lace-yard, the  citizen,  remembering  with  Bon»reBent» 
ment  the  airs  of  eouality  which  Rjchie  had  ssMmied 
towards  him  in  the  commencement  of  the  scene. 
which  had  just  taken  place,  could  not  forbear  to,nia^ 
liate,  by  congratulating  hini  with  an  ironical  smilett 
his  favour  at  Court,  and  his  improved  grace  in  pir 
senting  a  supplication. 

"  Never  fash  your  beard  about  that.  Master  0«V 
Heriot,"  said  Richie,  totally  tindiamayed;  "bntM 
me  when  and  where  I  am  to  sifiliaate  you  for  OR 
hundred  pounds  sterling,  for  which  tneae  jewels  swi 
engaged?" 

"The  instant  that  you  bring  with  you  thereBlowBr 
of  the  money,"  replied  Heriot ;  "  whom  it  is  importui 
that  I  should  see  on  more  accounts  than  one.^'  .  ^ 

"  Then  will  I  back  to  his  Majesty,"  said  Rjchi 
Moniplies,  stoutly,  "and  get  either  the  money  or  the 
pledge  5ack  again.  I  am  fiilly  commisabnate  to  set 
m  that  matter." 

" It  may  be  so,  Richie,"  said  the  citizen,  "and p(^  : 
chance  it  may  not  be  so  ndther,  for  your  tales  aie  not 
5^1  gospel ;  and,  therefore,  be  assored  I  will  see  thrt 
it  is  BO,  ere  I  pay  yon  that  large  sum  of  roonCT.  t 
shall  give  you  an  acknowledgment  for  it,  and  IvHl  J 
keep  It  prestable  at  a  moment's  warning.    But,  W  i 
good  Richard  Moniplies,  of  Castle  CoUop,  near  the  I 
West  Port  of  Edinburgh,  in  the  meantime  i  am  bwjjjj 
to  return  to  his  Majesty  on  matters  of  weight''  Wj 
speaking,  and  mounting  the  stair  to  re-enter  tbepij| 
lace,  he  added,  by  way  of  summing  up  the  wfaok^^ 
"  Georgo  Heriot  is  over  old  a  cock  to  be  caught  wiVl 
chaff."^  j 

Richie  stood  petrified  when  he  beheld  him  re-enltf  | 
the  Palace,  and  foimd  himself;  as  he  supposed,  I^^J 
the  lurch.—"  Now,  plague  on  ye,"  lie  muttered,  fof^ 
a  cunning  auld  skinflint !  that,  because  ye  are  an  ik>:  J 
nest  man  yoursell,  forsooth,  must  needs  deal  with  W* 
the  world  as  if  thev  were  knaves.  But  deil  be  m  iM  j 
if  ye  beat  me  yet !— Oude  gtude  us !  yonder  coinea 
Laurie  Linklater  next,  and  he  will  be  on  me  about  tor  [ 
sifflication.— I  wiima  stand  him,  by  Saint  Andrew «: 

So  saying,  and  changing  the  haughty  stride  wttB 
which  he  had  that  morning  entered  the  precincts  or* 
the  Palace,  into  a  skulking  shamble,  he  retreatedW* 
hia  whenr,  which  was  in  attendance^  with  ««^ 
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iefa,  to  uie  the  appnHred  phrase  on  sochoocMioiis, 
lUy  wwmhkd  a  tUghi. 


CHAPTER  XXXII. 

imtdkL   Thia  looka  not  like  a  irapUal. 

MwekAiotiimttMkIni, 

Castsb  Gxobob  Hbrxot  had  no  sooner  returned 
the  Kiog'e  apartment,  than  James  inquired  of 
iwell  if  the  Earl  of  Huntinglen  was  in  attendanea 
» nceiYing  an  answer  in  %e  affirmative  desired 
[  he  should  be  admitted.  The  old  Scottish  Lord 
ng  made  his  reverence  in  the  usual  manner,  the 
t  extended  his  hand  to  be  kissed,  and  then  began 
Sdress  him  in  a  tone  of  ftraat  sympathy. 
We  toki  your  lordship  ui  our  secret  epistle  of  Uus 
iiin^,  written  with  our  ain  hand,  in  testimony  we 
rnather  pretermitted  nor  forgotten  your  foithfid 
in,  that  we  had  that  to  eommunicate  to  you  chat 
U  namxe  both  patience  and  fortitude  to  endure, 
iberafore  exhorted  you  to  peruse  some  of  the  most 
r  imssages  of  Seneca,  and  of  Boethius  de  Congo- 
tUi  that  the  ba£k  may  be,  as  we  say,  fitted  for  the 
m—This  we  commend  to  you  from  our  am  ex- 
me. 
^  ^  '  Not  igoan  mali,  miaaris  mocanere  diaeo,' 

MK  Dido,  and  I  miffht  eay  in  my  own  person,  non 
mu;  but  to  change  the  gender  would  a&ct  the 
py.  whereof  our  southern  subjects  are  tenacious, 
vlord  of  Hunting^  I  trust  you  have  acted  by 
im^  and  studied  patience  beforeye  need  it— t?e- 
i  mmrrile  mor^o— mix  the  medicament  when 
» is  coming  on." 

please  your  Majesty. '|  answered  Lord  Hun- 
I  am  mose  of  an  old  soldier  than  a  scholar 
I  my  own  rough  nature  will  not  bear  me  out  in 
Isnuty,  I  hope  I  shall  have  grace  to  try  a  text 
,^lure  to  booL" 
^ji  man,  are  you  there  with  your  bears'?"  said  the 
b  "  the  Bible,  man,"  (touching  his  cap,)  **  is  m- 
ipnncipwni  el  /on*— h\xi  it  is  pity  your  lordship 
tot  pemaa  it  in  the  original.  For  althoufi(h  we 
«ar«elvea  promote  that  work  of  translation,— 
e  ye  may  lead,  at  the  beginning  of  every  Bible, 
( when  some  palpable  cl<Mid8  of  darkness  were 
ig^t  like  to  h&veovershadowed  the  land,  after  the 
ng  of  that  bright  occidental  stan  Q,ueen  Eliza- 
i$  vet  our  appearance,  like  that  or  the  sun  in  his 
Vtn,  instantly  dispelled  these  surmised  mists,— 
r>  that  although,  as  therein  mentioned  we  coun- 
iced  the  preaching  of  the  gospel,  and  especially 
tanslation  oif  the  Scnntures  out  of  the  original 
Ml  tongues  i  yet  nevertheless,  we  ourselves  con- 

10  have  found  a  comfort  in  consuldng  them  in 
iiginal  Hebrew,  wfailk  we  do  not  perceive  even 
I  Latin  version  of  the  SepCuagint,  much  less  in 
Soglish  traduction." 

lease  your  Majesty,"  said  Lord  Huntinglt^n,  "if 
Majesty  delays  communicating  the  bad  news 
which  your  honoured  letter  threatens  me,  until 
capable  to  read  Hebrew  like  your  Majcaity.  I  fear 

11  die  in  ignorance  of  the  misfortune  which  hath 
10,  or  is  about  to  befall,  my  house." 

Teu  will  learn  it  but  too  soon,  my  lord,"  replied 

Sag.    "  I  grieve  tu  say  it,  but  your  son  Dalgar- 

liom  I  thought  a  v^  saint,  as  he  was  so  much 

Bteenie  and  Baby  Charles,  hath  turned  out  a 

main." 

bin !"  repeated  Lord  Huntinglen ;  and  though 

Ently  checked  himself!  and  added,  "  but  it  is 
jesty  speaks  the  word,"  the  efTect  of  his  first 
iMde  tne.Kjng  step  back  as  if  he  had  received  a 
i  He  also  recovered  himself  again,  and  said  in 
^Irish  way  which  usually  indicated  his  displea- 
^^  Ves,  my  lord,  it  was  we  chat  said  il-^nonsur- 
p»-*we  are  not  deaf— we  pray  you  not  to  raise 
■pice  in  speech  with  us— there  is  the  bonny  me- 
^read.  and  judge  for  yourself." 
pCing  then  thrust  mto  the  old  nobleman's  hand 
V,  containing  the  story  of  the  Lady  Hermione. 
ihe  evkienceDy  which  it  was  supported,  deuiled 
vStf  and  clearly,  that  the  infamy  of  Lord  Dal- 
\  the  lover  by  whom  she  had  been  so  shameful- 


ly deceived,  ssemsd  nndeniable.  Bnt  a  lather  yieUs 
not  up  80  easily  the  cause  of  his  son. 

"  May  It  please  your  Majesty^"  he  said,  "  why  was 
this  tale  not  sooner  told  1  This  woman  hath  been 
hen  ibr  yeafa—whensfore  was  the  claim  on  my  son 
not  made  the  instant  she  touched  English  ground  t" 

"  Tell  him  how  that  came  about,  Qeordie,"  aaid  the 
King,  addressing  Heriot. 

"I  grieve  to  distress  my  Lord  Huntinglett,"  said 
Heriot;  "but  I  must  speadi  the  truth.    For  a  Ion 


and  letten 


recover  ttie  evutenoe  or  tne  ialse  mamage,  and  le 
and  papers  connected  with  it,  which,  when  she  came 
to  Pans,  and  just  before  I  saw  her,  she  had  deposited 
with  a  correspondent  of  her  father  .in  that  city.  Ho 
became  afterwards  bankrupt,  and  in  consequence  oi 
that  misfortune,  the  lady's  papers  passed  into  other 
hands,  and  it  was  only  a  few  days  since  I  traced  and 
recovered  them.  Without  these  documenu  of  evi* 
dence,  it  wotud  have  been  unpnident  for  her  to  have 
preferred  her  complaint,  favoured  as  Lord  Dalgarno  ia 
by  poweifid  fHends." 

'^Ve  are  saucy  to  say  sae."  said  the  King ;  "  I  ken 
what  ye  mean  weel  enough— ye  think  Steenie  wad 
hae  putten  the  weight  orchis  foot  into  the  scales  of 
justise,  and  garr'd  them  whomle  the  bucket— ye  for- 

aget,  Geordie^  wha  it  is  whose  hand  uphaulds  thenu 
e  do  poor  Steenie  the  mair  wrang,  for  he  con- 
it  ance  before  us  and  our  privy  council,  th  it 
Dalgarno  would  have  put  the  quean  afT  on  him,  tlie 
puir  simple  bairn,  making  him  Uow  that  she  was  a 
light*o'-love  i  in  whilk  mind  he  remained  assunu 
even  when  he  parted  from  her,  albeit  Steenie  might 
hae  weel  thoiupit  ane  of  thae  cattle  wadna  hae  resist- 
ed the  like  of  mm." 

"  The  Lady  Hemuone^"  said  Qeorga  Heriot,  '*  has 
always  done  the  utmost  justice  to  the  conduct  of  tha 
Duke,  who,  although  strongly  possessed  with  preju* 
dice  against  her  diaracter,  yet  scorned  to  avail  him- 
self ofner  distress^  and  on  the  contrary  supplied  bei 
with  the  means  of  extricating  herself  irom  ner  diffi  - 
culties," 

**  It  was  e'en  like  himsell— blessings  on  his  bf  nny 
foce!"  said  the  King;  "and  I  believed  this  lady's  tala 
the  mair  readfly,  my  lord  Huntinglen,  that  she  apaka 
nae  ill  of  Steenie— and  to  make  a  lang  tale  short  my 
lord,  it  is  the  opinion  of  our  council  and  uurseli,  as 
weel  as  of  Baby  Charles  and  Steenie,  that  your  son 
maun  amend  his  wrong  by  wedding  this  lady,  or  un- 
dergo such  diagrace  and  discountenance  as  we  can 
bestow." 

The  person  to  whom  he  spoke  was  incapable  of  an- 
swering him.  He  stood  before  the  King  motionless, 
and  glaring  with  eyes  of  which  even  the  lids  seemed 
immoveable,  as  if  suddenly  converted  into  an  ancient 
statue  of  the  times  of  chivalry,  so  instantly  had  his 
hard  features  and  strong  limbs  been  arrested  into 
rigidity  by  the  blow  he  had  received— And  in  p.  second 
atterwards,  like  the  same  statue  when  the  lightning 
breaks  upon  it,  he  sunk  at  once  to  the  ground  with  a 
heavv  groan.  The  King  was  in  the  utmost  alarm, 
called  upon  Heriot  and^Maxwell  for  help,  and^  pre- 
sence of  mind  not  being  hiB/orU^  ran  to  and  fro  in  his 
cabinet,  exclaiming—  My  ancient  and  beloved  aer- 
vant— who  saved  our  anouited  self!  Vae  aiqiu  dolor  I 
My  Lord  of  Huntinglen,  look  up— look  up.  man,  and 
your  son  may  marry  the  Queen  of  Sheba  if  he  will." 

By  this  time  Maxwell  and  Heriot  had  raised  the*' 
old  nobleman,  and  placed  him  on  a  chair ;  while  the 
King,  observing  that  he  began  to  recover  himself 
continued  his  consolations  more  methodically. 

"  Haud  up  your  head— haud  up  your  head,  and 
listen  to  your  ain  kind  native  Prince.  If  there  is 
shame,  man,  it  comesna  empty-handed— there  is  siller 
to  gild  it— a  gude  tocher,  and  no  that  bad  a  pedigree; 
— ifshe  has  been  a  loon,  it  was  your  son  made  her  sae^ 
and  he  can  make  her  an  honest  woman  again." 

These  suggestions,  however  reasonable  in  tha 
common  case,  gave  no  comfort  to  Lord  Huntinglen, 
if  indeed  he  fully  comprehended  them;  but  the  blub- 
bering of  his  good-nanired  old  master,  which  began 
to  accompany  and  interrupt  his  royal  speech,  pro 
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4iieed  raors  npid  effect.  Tk9  laice  tear  gneiied  re* 
hictantly  ftx)in  his  eye^  as  he  kiaaed  the  withered 
bandcL  which  the  King,  weeing  with  lesa  diRoity  and 
veatramt,  abandoned  to  bun,  first  alternately  and 
then  both  together,  until  the  feelings  of  the  man  get- 
ting entirely  the  better  of  the  Sovereign's  eenseof  dig- 
Kity,  be  grasped  and  ahook  Lord  Huntinglen'a  hands 
with  the  syrobathy  of  an  equal  and  a  fahiiliar  friend. 

**  Qnnpofu  laairymas"  said  the  monarch  (  "  be 
patient,  man,  be  patient;— the  coundi,  and  Baby 
Charles,  and  Steenie^  may  a'  gang  to  the  deevQ'4ie 
shall  not  marry  her  sinoe  it  moves  you  so  deeply.*' 

"  He  SHALL  marry  heff  by  Qoa  I"  aoawered  the 
Earl,  drawing  himself  up,  dashing  the  tear  from  his 
eyes,  and  endeavouring  to  recovef  his  composure. 
^^I  prsy  your  Majeaty's  pardon,  but  he  shall  marry 
her,  with  her  dishonour  for  her  dowry,  were  she  the 
veriest  courtezan  in  all  Spain*— If  he  gave  his  word, 
be  shall  make  his  word  good,  were  it  to  the  meanest 
ereature  that  haunts  the  streets— he  shall  do  it^  or 
my  own  dagger  shall  take  the  life  that  I  gave  him. 
If  he  could  stoop  to  use  so  base  a  fraud,  though  to  de- 
eeive  infamy^  let  him  wed  infamy." 

*'  No,  no !"  the  Monarch  continued  to  insinoate^ 
^things  are  not  so  bad  as  that— Steenie  hunself  never 
thought  of  her  being  a  street-walker,  even  when  he 
tbott^t  the  worst  other." 

**  11  it  can  at  all  console  my  Lord  of  Huntinglen," 
•aid  the  citizen,  "  I  can  assure  him  of  this  lady's  good 
birth,  and  most  fair  and  unspotted  fame." 

"  1  am  sorry  for  it,"  said  Lord  Hun ttnglen— then 
interrupting  himself,  he  said—"  Heaven  forgive  me 
lor  being  ungrateful  for  such  comfort  I— but  I  am  well- 
nigh  sorry  she  should  be  as  you  represent  her,  so 
much  better  than  the  villain  deserves.  Tb  be  con- 
demned to  wed  beauty  and  innocenoe  and  honest 
birth" 

"  Ayt  and  wealth,  my  lord— wealdi,"  insinuated 
the  King,  "  is  a  better  sentence  than  his  perfidy  has 
deserved." 

"It  is  long,"  said  the  embittered  fkther,  **fltnce  I 
■aw  he  was  selfish  and  hardhearted ;  but  td  be  aper- 
jsred  liar—I  never  dreaded  that  such  a  blot  would  have 
fallen  on  my  race  1,1  will  never  look  on  him,  again." 


**'Hoot  ay,  my  lord,  hoot  ay,"  said  the  King :  "  ye 
jiaun  tak  him  to  task  roundly.  I  grant  you  should 
■peak  more  in  the  vein  of  Demea  than  Mitio,  vi  rumpe 


0t  tia  pervtdrala  paJhum  ;  but  as  for  not  seeing  him 
■tfain,  and  he  your  only  son,  that  is  altogether  out 
or  reason.  I  tell  ye,  man,  (but  I  would  not  for  a 
boddle  that  Baby  Charles  heard  me,)  that  he  might 
gie  the  glaiks  to  half  the  lasses  of  Lonnun,  ere  I 
oould  find  in  my  heart  to  speak  such  harsh  words  as 
you  have  said  of  this  deil  of  a  Dalgamo  of  yours." 

**  May  it  please  your  Majesty  to  permit  me  to  re-' 
ttre,"  said  Lord  Huntinglen,  **and  dispose  of  the  case 
according  to  your  own  royal  sense  of  justice,  for  I 
desire  no  favour  fof  him." , 

**  Aweel,  my  lord,  so  be  it:  and  if  your  lordship  can 
think,"  added  the  Monarch,  "of  any  thing  in  our 
power  which  might  comfort  you"— 

"  Your  Maiest/s  gracious  sympathy,"  said  Lord 
.Hundnglen,  *'  has  already  comforted  nie  as  far  as 
earth  can;  the  rest  must  be  from  the  King  of  Kings." 

"  To  Him  I  commend  you,  my  auld  and  faithful 
servant,"  said  James  with  emotion,  as  the  Earl  with- 
drew from  his  presence.  The  King  remained  fixed 
in  thought  for  some  time,  and  then  said  to  Heriot, 
, "  JingUng  Gleordie,  ye  ken  all  the  privy  doings  of  our 
Court,  and  have  dime  so  these  thirty  years,  though, 
like  a  wise  man,  yn  hear,  and  see.  and  say  nothing. 
Now,  there  is  a  thing  I  fain  wald  ken,  in  the  way  of 
phical  inquiry— Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  um- 


oasting  a  leglin-girih,«  or  the  like,  ye  understand  meT 


•  A  Icfrlin-ffirth  in  U\«  IowmI  hoop  upon  « <0f U«,  or  milk-paiL 
41bui  Ranifty  applies  tho  phraao  in  the  iamo  metaphorioB] 

**  Or  bainw  eu  rrad,  tlwjr  fiiM  maaa  spell, 

I  leaniM  this  Anas  i&y  mamoir, 
And  east  a  Icfltn  firth  iny«ell. 

Laoff  are  I  marrird  Tammy.^' 

Gkritf^KIrt  0s  M  Asm. 


**  On  my  wwd  ■■  an  honest  man,**  stid  Geoni 
Heriot,  somewhat  surprised  at  the  aosstioBi  '*iSi 
ver  heard  her  wronged  by  the  sliantest  bnath  ol 
suspMiop.  She  was  a  worthy  lady,  veiy  dream- 
spec  t  in  her  walk,  and  lived  in  great  concord  with 
her  husband,  save  that  the  good  Counteas  wu 
something  ot  a  puritan,  and  kept  more  eomsiBf 
with  ministers  than  was  altogether  agreeable  to  liM 
Huntinglen,  who  is,  as  your  Majesty  well  knowL 
a  man  of  the  old  rough  world,  tiiat  will  dnnk  oh 
swear.?* 

**0  Geordie!**  exclaimed  the  Kiig,  "theeean 
anld-warld  frailtieB,  of  whilk  we  dsre  not  pnnunm 
even  ourselves  absolutely  firee.  Bat  the  warid crawi 
Worse  from  day  to  day,  Geordie.  The  jureniwd 
this  age  pay  wed  say  with  the  poet— 

*  £tas  paraotmi^p^ior  avis,  isUt 
Nos  oequlores'— 

lliis  Dalgamo  does  not  drink  so  much,  or  svctr  n 
much,  as  his  father;  but  he  wenches,  Geordie^  nd 
he  breaks  his  word  and  oath  baith.  As  to  wbtroB 
say  of  the  leddy  and  the  ministers,  we  are  t'  ftubk  : 
creatures,  Geordie.  priests  and  kings,  as  wed  n 
others;  and  wha  kens  but  what  that  may  aecoart 
for  the  difiference  between  this  Dalgamo  and  hail' 
ther  7  The  Ear)  is  the  vera  soul  of  Honour,  vd^ 
nae  mair  for  warld's  gear  than  a  noble  hooM  NilK 
quest  of  a  foulmart ;  but  as  tot  his  son,  he  wifil 
to  brazen  us  a'  out— ourselves,  Steenie,  Baby  CM 
and  our  council— till  he  heard  of  the  tocher,  andM 
bv  my  kingly  crown,  he  lap  like  a  cock  at  a  sraiitl 
These  are  discrepancies  betwixt  parent  andwiig 
to  be  accounted  for  namrally,  according  to  mM 
Porta,  Michael  Scott  de  secreH^t  and  othenk-M 
Jingling  Geordie,  if  your  clouting  the  caUiPi^  an 
jingling  on  pots,  pans,  and  veehels  of  all  mmoeroi 
metal,  hadna  jingled  a'  yonr  grammar  oaf  of  YW 
head,  I  could  have  touched  on  that  mattff  to  tW 
midr  length.*' 

Heriot  was  too  plam-spoken  to  express nracj*  i 
oem  for  the  loss  of  his  grammar  leamine  on  t»* 
casion;  but  after  modestly  hinting  that  ae  badiii 
many  men  who  oould  not  fill  thenr  frthei'aboM 
though  no  one  had  been  suspected  of  iv^^raif  if 
iklher's  nightcap,  he  inouired  "whether  LflaJJ 
gamo  had  consented  to  do  the  Lady  HensiM^F' 
tice."  •  _    ., 

"  Troth,  man,  I  have  small  doubt  that  be# 
quoth  the  King;  "I^ve  him  the  schedaleaM 
worldly  substance,  which  you  delivered  to  n«  ••| 
council,  and  we  allowed  him  half  an  hoprto«i 
the  cud  upon  that    It  is  rare  reading  for  bnjM 
him  to  reason.    I  left  Baby  Charles  and  Steeujg 
ing  his  duty  before  him ;  and  if  he  can  react  ag| 
what  thty  desire  him— why,  I  yrish  he  would  «• 
m«  the  gate  of  it.    O  Geordie,  JingUag  Ow^JI 
was  grand  to  hear  Baby  Charles  laying  down  Wj 
guilt  of  dissimulation,  and  Steenie  lectunng  on  ™ 
turoitude  of  incontinence !"  .  _^ 

"  I  am  afraid,"  said  George  Heriot,  more  hawj 
than  prudently,  "I  might  have  thought  of  tM«a 
proverb  of  Satan  reproving  sin."  . 

"  Deil  hae  our  saul,  neighbour,"  said  theKinfti*' 
dening.  "but  ye  are  not'blatel  I  gie  ye  hc^» 
speak  freely,  and,  by  our  saul,  ye  do  not  let  tbefPJI' 
lege  become  lost  non  uimdo— it  will  suffer  no  sjr 
tive  prescription  in  your  hands.  Is  it  fit.  thoiiR 
that  Baby  Charles  should  let  hia  thoughts  be  puBW 
seen  ?— No^noyprinces*  thoughts  are  "'^^'gL 

f}erii—Q^ui  jutdt  disairmilare  netcU  regnart.  IWjr 
lejje  subject  is  bound  to  speak  the  whole  troth  tow* 
TCuig,  but  there  is  nae  reciprocity  of  obUgotioa-wj 


cast  that  up  tc  him  7"  .  ,  ^  a, 

Heriot  did  not  feel  himself  called  on  to  pW  » 
part  of  Zeno,  onA  sacrifice  himself  for «RhoWujg«J 
cause  of  moral  tn'th ;  he  did  not  desert  '|»J'2f2J 
by  disavowing  his  words,  but  simply  ^*P'**?^i,\J 
row  for  haying  offended  his  Majesty,  with  wlucn  «■ 
placable  King  was  suflBciently  satisfied.  ^„  ^ 
••  And  now.  Geoxdie,  «^an,*^  quoth  hsb  "«•«» " 
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fiiis  cnlDiit,  and  hear  ^h«i  lie  lias  to  say  for  himself, 
ror  I  wul  see  the  jub  ctenitfd  this  blessed  day.  Te 
maun  come  tn'  me,  tor  yourevidence  may  be  wanted." 

The  King  led  the  way,  accordinglv.  mto  a  larger 
apartment,  where  the  Pnnce,  the  Duke  of  Buckings 
tern,  and  one  or  two  jpriTy 'counsellors,  were  seated 
at  a  table,  before  which  stood  Lord  Dalgamo,  in  an 
attitude  of  as  much  elegant  ease  and  indifierenee  as 
could  be  ezprassed,  considering  the  stiff  dress  and 
manners  of  the  timeaL 

All  rose  and  bowed  rererently,  while  the  Ein&  to 
nae  a  north  cotmtrv  word,  expressive  of  his  mode  of 
ky^motioiL  toddled  to  his  chair  or  throne^  making 
a  mgn  to  Heriot  to  stand  behind  him. 

•M^e  hope,"  said  his  Majesty,  "that  Lord  Dal- 
Kamo  stands  prepared  to  do  justice  to  this  unfortu- 
nate lady,  and  to  nis  own  character  and  honour  1" 

'*  May^  1  humbly  inquire  the  penalty."  said  Lord 
Dal^mOk  "in  case  I  shodd  unhappily  find  com- 
pliazioe  with  your  Majesty's  demands  impossible?" 

*  Banishment  frae  our  Court,  my  lord,"  said  the 
J  "  frae  our  Court  and  our  countenance." 
jnhappy  exde  that  I  may  be !"  said  Lord  Dal- 

„ j>»  in  a  tone  of  subdued  irony—"  I  will  at  least 

carry  your  Maiestr's  picture  with  me,  for  I  shall  never 
iee  such  another  king." 

**  And  banishment,  my  tord,"  said  the  Prince,  stern- 
ly. "  from  these  our  dominions." 

^  That  must  be  by  form  of  law,  pleasevoor  Royal 
HSghnessi,"  said  Dalsamo,  with  an  aflectation  of 
ieep  respect ;  "and  I  have  not  heard  that  there  is  a 
atatate,  compelling  us,  under  such  penalty,  to  marry 
iprefv  woman  we  may  play  the  fool  with.  Perhaps 
his  Grace  of  Buckingham  can  tell  me  V 

**'Vao  are  a  villain,  Dalgamo,"  said  the  haughty 
md  mement  favourite. 
**Ffe,  my  lord,  fie  I— to  a  prisoner,  and  in  presence 

of  jiour  royal  and  paternal  gossio  r  said  Lord  Dal- 
ftrno,  "But  I  will  cut  this  deliberation  short.  I 
ifsve  looked  over  this  schedule  of  the  goods  and 
dfectfi  of  Erminia  PaulettL  daughter  of  the  late  noble 
^-fCJB^  he  is  called  the  noble,  or  I  read  wrong,  GKo> 
vanni  Pauletti,  of  the  House  of  Sansovino,  in  Ge- 
Ma.  and  of  the  no  less  noble  Lady  Maud  Olifaunt. 
ar  the  House  of  Qlenvarloch  -Well,  I  declare  that  I 
tn»  pre-contracted  in  Spain  to  this  noble  lady,  and 
An?e  has  passed  betwixt  us  some  certain  }ir«K6a- 
§t§mairimonn ;  and  now.  what  more  does  this  grave 
■iBetnbly  require  of  me  Y' 

^  "That  you  should  repah'  the  gross  and  infamous 
Wrong  you  have  done  the  lady,  by  marrying  her  with- 
faa  this  hour,"  said  the  Prince. 

*'  O,  may  it  please  your  Royal  Highness^*'  answered 
Dftlcarno,  "1  have  a  trifling  relationship  whh  an  old 
Kftfit  who  calls  himself  my  fether,  who  may  claim 
tome  vote  in  the  matter.  Alas !  everv  son  is  not  bless- 
ed with  an  obedient  parent!"  He  hazarded  a  slight 
glance  towarda  the  throne,  to  give  meaning  to  bis 
Imst  words, 

*'  We  have  moken  oiri«elves  With  Lonl  Hutttin- 
■lefL''  said  the  Kinft  "  and  are  authorized  to  consent 
■i  hta  name." 

**  (  could  never  have  expected  this  mtervention  of  a 
proxaneia,  which  the  vulgar  translate  blaekfoot,  of 
'faeh  eminent  dignity,"  saidf  Dal&amo,  scarce  conceal- 
tnga  sneer.  **  And  my  fotberhath  consented?  He  was 
Wont  to  aay,  ere  we  left  Scotland,  that  the  blood  of 
Htintinglen  and  of  Glenvarloch  would  not  mmgle, 


were  they  poured  mto  the  same  baain.    Perhaprbe 
ftaa  a  mind  to  try  the  c 


)  experiment." 


My  lord."  said  James,  "  we  will  not  be  lonaer  tri- 
psd  wiih— Will  you  instantly,  and  tine  mora,,  take  this 
lady  to  vour  wife  in  our  chapel  V 

^  Stattm  aUpie  inatanter^"  answered  Lord  Dalgar- 
fco;  "for  I  perceive  by  doing  so,  I  shall  obtain  power 
Jo  render  great  services  to  the  commonwealth— i  shall 
jave  acquired  wealth  to  supply  the  wants  of  your  Ma- 
iBsty,  and  a  fair  wife  to  be  at  the  command  of  nis  Grace 
sfBnckinsham." 

The  Duke  rose,  passed  to  the  end  of  the  table  where 
Lord  Dalgamo  was  atanding,  and  whiapered  in  bis 
ear,  "Tou  have  placed  a  fair  aister  at  my  command 
•re  DOW." 

This  taunt  eat  deep  through  Lord  Drigamo's  as- 
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sumed  composure.  Ho  iftarted  as  7  an  aAder  faaa 
stung  him,  out  instantly  composed  himself,  and,  fix- 
ing on  the  Duke's  still  smiling  countenance  an  eya 
which  spoke  unutterable  hatred,  he  pouited  the  foro> 
finger  of  his  Iei\  hand  to  the  hilt  of  his  sword,  but  in 
a  manner  which  could  acarce  be  observed  by  any  one 
save  Buckingham.  The  Duke  gave  him  another  smila 
of  bitter  scorn,  and  returned  to  his  seat,  in  obedience 
to  the  commands  of  the  King,  who  conunued  calUng 
out,  "  Sit  down,  Steem'e,  sit  down,  I  command  ye— 
we  will  hae  nae  barns-breaking  here." 

"  Your  Majesty  needs  not  fear  my  patience."  said 
Lord  Dalgarno";  "  and  that  I  may  keep  it  the  belter, 
I  will  not  utter  another  word  in  this  presence,  save 
those  enjoined  to  me  in  that  happy  portion  of  the 
Prayer-Book,  which  besins  with  Dearly  Belo9ed^  and 
ends  with  crniaremenlr 

"You  are  a  hardened  villain,  Dalgarr^,''  said  tha 
King:  *'  and  were  I  the  lass,  by  my  father's  satil,  I 
wouM  rather  brook  the  stain  of  having  been  your 
concubine,  than  run  the  risk  of  becoming  your  wife. 
But  she  shall  be  under  our  special  protection.— Come: 
my  lords,  we  will  om^ves  see  thisbfithesome  bridal." 
He  gave  the  aignal  by  rising,  and  moved  towards  tha 
door,  followed  oy  the  train.  Lord  Dalgamo  attend- 
ed, speaking  to  none,  and  spoken  to  by  no  one,  yet 
seeming  as  easy  and  unembarrassed  in.  nis  gait  and 
manner  as  if  in  reality  a  happy  bridegroom. 

They  reached  the  Cbapei  by  a  private  entrance^ 
%hidi  communicated  from  the  royal  apartment.  The 
Bishop  of  Winchester,  in  his  pontifical  dress,  stood 
beside  the  altar ;  on  the  other  sidft  supported  by  Mon* 
na  Paula,  the  colourless,  faded,  nalf-Iifeless  form  of 
the  Lady  Hermione,  or  Enninia  Pauletti.  Lord  Dal • 
garno  bowed  profoundly  to  her,  and  the  Prince,  ob- 
aerving  the  horror  with  which  she  regarded  him, 
walked  up,  and  said  to  her.  with  much  dignity,— 
"Madam,  ere  you  put  yourself  under  the  authority  of 
this  man.  let  me  inform  irou,  he  hath  in  the  fiiUest  de- 
gree vindicated  your  honour,  so  far  as  concerns  your 
lormer  intercourse.  It  is  for  you  to  consider  whether 
you  will  put  your  fbrtune  and  happiness  into  the  handa 
of  one,  who  has  shown  himself  unworthy  of  all  tmat." 

The  lady,  irith  much  diffieultv,  found  words  to  maka 
reply.  "  I  owe  to  his  Majesty  s  goodness,"  she  said, 
the  care  of  providing  me  some  reservation  out  of  my 
own  fortune,  for  my  decent  sustenance.  The  reet 
cannot  be  better  disposed  than  in  buyina;  back  the  fiiir 
fame  of  which  I  am  deprived,  and  the  uberty  of  end- 
mg  my  life  in  peace  and  seclusion." 

^*  The  contract  has  been  drawn  up,"  said  the  Kin^ 
"under  our  own  eye,  specially  discharging  the  pote^ 
la$  maritalU,  and  agtceina  they  shall  live  separate. 
So  buckle  them,  my  Lord  Bishop,  as  fest  aa  yoacaO' 
that  they  may  sunder  again  the  sooner." 

Hie  Bishop  accordingly  opened  his  book  and  com- 
menced the  mnwiage-ceremony,  under  circumstan- 
ces so  novel  and  so  inauspicious.  The  responses  of 
the  bride  were  only  expressed  by  inclinations  of  tha 
head  and  body^  while  those  of  the  bridegroom  wera 
spoken  boldly  and  distinctly,  with  a  tone  resembliaa 
levity,  if  not  scorn.  When  it  was  concluded,  Lora 
Dalgamo  advanced  as  if  to  salute  the  bride,  but  see- 
ing that  she  drew  back  in  fear  and  abnorrencevhe  con- 
tented himself  with  makin^^  her  a  low  bow.  He  then 
drew  up  his  form  to  its  height,  and  stretched  himself 
as  if  examining  the  power  of  his  limbs,  but  elegantly, 
and  without  any  forcible  change  of  attitude.  "  I  could 
caperyet,"  he  said.  "  though  lam  in  fetters— but  they 
are  of  gold  and  fightly  worn.— Well,  1  see  all  eyea 
look  cold  on  me,  and  it  is  time  I  should  withdraw. 
The  sun  shines  elsewhere  than^in  England  1  But  first 
I  must  ask  how  this  fair  Lady  Dalgamo  ia  to  be  be» 
stowed.  Methinks  it  is  but  decent  I  should  know. 
Is  she  to  be  sent  to  the  harem  of  my  Lord  Duke  1  Oit 
is  this  worthy  citizen,  as  before" 

"  Hold  thy  base  nbald  tongue !"  aajd  hia  fhther. 
Lord  Huntinglen,  who  had  kept  in  the  background 
during  the  ceremony,  and  now  stepping  suddenly  for- 
ward, caught  tlv>  lady  by  the  arm,  and  conflronted 
her  unworthy  husoand.— "  The  Lady  Dalgarno,"  he 
continued,  "  shall  remain  as  a  widow  in  my  hoosoi 
A  widow  I  esteem  her,  as  much  as  if  the  grave  had 
dosed  over  her  dishonoured  hnsbidid.'  • 
8i 
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Lord  Daktmo  •zlubitad  momentary  wpaptomm  of 
extreme  confiuion,  ana  said,  in  a  submiaaive  tone,  **  H 
yon,  my  lord,  can  wish  me  dead,  I  cannot,  though 
your  heir,  return  the  compliment  Few  of  the  first- 
oom  of  lara^,"  be  added,  recovering  himself  from  the 
single  touch  of  emotion  he  had  displayed,  **can  aav 
80  much  with  truth.  But  I  will  convince  you  ere  I 
go,  that  I  am  a  true  descendant  of  a  houae  famed  for 
111  memory  of  iiyuries."        .,, ,.  ^ .     , 

"I  marvel  your  Majesty  will  listen  to  hmi  longer,*' 
said  Prince  Charles.  "Methinks  we  have  heard 
enough  of  his  daring  insolence." 

But  James,  who  took  tlie  interest  of  a  tnie  gossip 
in  such  a  scene  as  was  now  passing,  could  not  bear 
to  cut  the  controversy  short,  but  imposed  silence  on 
his  son,  with  "  Whisht,  Baby  Charles— there  is  a  good 
bairn,  whisht !— I  want  to  hear  what  the  frontless 
loon  can  say."  . 

**Only,  sir,"  said  Dalgamo,  "  that  bnt  for  one  shi- 
gke  line  m  this  schedule,  all  else  that  it  contains  could 
not  have  brS>ed  me  to  take  that  woman's  hand  mto 


I*  That  line  maun  have  been  the  mimma  totaUat^ 
said  the  King. 

**  Not  so,  siro,"  replied  Dalgamo.  "The  sum  total 
might  indeed  have  been  an  object  for  consideration 
even  to  a  Scottish  king;  at  no  very  distant  period  { 
but  it  would  have  had  litUe  charms  for  me,  save  that 
I  see  here  an  enuv  w|iich  gives  me  the  power  of  ven- 
geance over  the  tamdy  ofGlenvarloch;  and  learn 
uom  it  that  yonder  pale  bride,  when  she  put  the  wed- 
ding torch  into  my  hand,  gave  me  the  power  of  burn* 
ingher  mother's  bouse  to  ashes  1" 
^How  is  thatr'  said  the  King.  "What  is  he 
^peakingabout,  Jm^UngGeoiCieJ'' 

**  This  friendly  citizen,  my  bege,"  said  Lora  Dalgar- 
no,  **  hath  expended  a  sum  belonging  to  my  lady,  and 
now  I  thank  heaven,  to  me,  in  acquiring  a  certain 
roortgasc^  or  wadset,  over  the  esute  of  Glenvarloch, 
which,  It  It  be  not  redeemed  before  to-morrow  at  noon, 
will  put  me  in  possession  of  the  &ir  demesnes  of  those 
who  once  called  themselves  our  house's  rivals." 

"  Can  thiabe  true  T  said  the  King. 

"It  is  even  but  too  true,  please  your  Majesty,"  an- 
swered the  citizen.  '*  The  Lady  Hermione  saving  ad- 
vanced the  money  for  the  original  creditor,  I  was 
obliged,  in  honour  and  honesty,  to  take  the  rights  to 
her;  and.  doubtless,  they  pass  to  her  husband/' . 

••  But  the  warrant,  man?'  said  the  King—**  the  war- 
rant on  our  Exchequer—Couldna  that  supply  the  lad 
wi'  the  means  of  redemption  V 

**  Unh84)pily,  my  liegc^  he  has  lost  it,  or  disposed  of 
it— It  is  not  to  be  found.  He  is  the  most  unlucky 
youth !" 

**  This  is  a  proper  spot  of  woHl  T'  said  the  King,  be- 
dnning  to  amble  about  and  play  with  the  points  of  his 
Joublet  and  hose,  in  expression  of  diunay.  '*  We  can- 
not aid  him  without  paying  our  debts  twice  over,  and 
we  have,  in  the  present  state  of  our  Exchequer,  scarce 
the  means  of  paying  them  once." 

"  You  have  tokl  me  news,"  said  Lord  DalgamOi 
"bnt  I  will  lake  no  advantage." 

**  Do  not,"  said  his  father.  *'  Be  a  bold  villain,  since 
thou  must  bo  one,  and  sed:  revenge  with  arms,  and 
not  with  the  usurer's  weapons." 

**  Pardon  me,  my  lord,"  said  Loid  Dalgamo.  "  Pen 
and  ink  are  now  my  surest  means  of  vengeance;  and 
more  land  is  won  by  the  lawyer  with  the  rem-skin, 
dian  by  UieAndrea  Ferrara  wim  his  sheepshead  han- 
dle. But,  as  I  said  before,  I  will  take  no  advantagres. 
I  will  await  in  town  to-morrow,  near  Covent-Gar- 
den;  if  any  one  will  pay  the  redeinption-mon<*y  to 
my  scrivener,  with  whom  the  deeds  he,  the  better  for 
tord  Glenvariosh ;  if  not,  I  will  go  forward  on  the 
naxt  day,  and  travel  with  all  desi^tch  to  the  north,  to 
»ake  possession." 

"Take  a  fother's  malison  vnthyou,  unhappy 
wretch !"  said  Lord  Huntinglen. 

"And  a  King's,  who  is  paUr  vcdri^  said  James. 

"I  trust  to  bear  both  lif^htly,"  said  Lorl  Dal- 

irao;  and  bowing  around  him,  ne  withdrew;  while 

J  present,  oporessed,  and,  as  it  were,  overawed,  by 
liis  determined  effrontery,  fcu-i^l  ihtsy  ceiild  draw 
breath  i^ore  freely,  when  he  at  lep^th  reheved  them 
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of  his  society.  LetdHmitmgkii,ap|>hringhiiB8clfto 
comfort  his  new  daughter-tnrlaw,  withdrew  wiih ha 
also;  and  the  Kins,  with  his  privy-couoo^whomki 
had  not  dismissed,  again  returned  to  hii  ooand* 
chamber,  though  the  hour  was  unusuallvlate.  Ren- 
ot's  aCTendance  was  still  commanded,  out  fondiii 
reason  was  not  explained  to  him. 


CHAPTER  XXXIII 

-— — -  111  plNX  the  eaTMdropmc 

James  had  no  sooner  resumed  his  seat  at  the  co«* 
cD-boaid  than  he  began  to  hitch  in  his  chair,  ooogii, 
use  his  nandkerefaid,  and  make  other  intimatmi 
that  he  meditated  a  Long  speech..  The  council  coii' 
I^sed  themselves  to  the  beseeming  degree  of  tttat- 
tion.  Charles,  as  strict  in  his  notions  ei  deoonm,  m 
his  father  was  indifferent  to  it,  fixed  himself  in  us* 
titude  of  rigid  and  respectful  attention,  while  (is 
haughty  favourite,  conscious  of  his  power  over  bilk 
father  and  son,  stretched  himself  moreeseilyoahs 
seat,  and,  in  assuming  an  appearance  of  liiteoiii^ 
seemed  to  pay  a  debt  to  ceremomal  rather  than  tpi^. 

"  I  doubt  not,  my  Iord&"  said  the  Monarch,  **!» 
some  of  you  may  be  thinking  the  hour  of  refecdon  ii 
past,  ana  that  it  is  time  to  ask  with  theslaTeintki 
comedy—  Quiet  d^  B^mboLo  7— Neverthelesi,  to  do  j» 
tice  and  exercise  judgment  is  our  meat  and  diiki 
and  now  we  are  to  pray  your  wisdom  to  coneideiii 
case  of  this  unhappy  youth^  Lord  Otenvarlodt^ 
see,  whetheri  consistently  with  our  hononr,  anyHg 
can  be  done  m  his  favour.'* 

"  I  am  surprised  at  your  Majesty's  wisdom  bubk 
the  inquiry,"  said  the  Duke ;  "  it  is  plain  thisDilgiM 
bath  proved  one  of  the  most  insolent  viUaiaiooeirdi. 
and  it  must  therefore  be  clear,  that  if  Lord  CHnw* 
loch  had  run  him  through  the  body,  there  vniki Jot 
have  been  out  of  the  world  a  knave  who  bed  iivea  ai 
it  too  long.  I  think  Lord  Gienvarloch  hath  hid  mua 
WTonff :  and  I  regret  that,  by  the  persuaeiopiof  w 
false  fellow,  I  have  myself  had  some  hand  in  it 

"Ye  speak  like  a  child,  Steenio—I  mean  myW 
of  Buckingham,"  answeired  the  King,  "and  ii« 
that  does  not  understand  the  logic  of  the  ecfaegt 
for  an  action  may  be  inconsequential  or  even  ntf^ 
rious,  (jpuiod  JumUnem^  that  is,  as  touching  fa>>V> 
uhom  it  is  acted ;  and  yet  most  criminal,  yuM^wia^ 
or  considering  the  plaoe'io^mn  it  is  done ;  ui>>^ 
may  lawfully  dance  Chrig:htv  Beardie  or  aoy «> 
dance  in  a  tavern,  but  not  inter  parida  eoefeitAw 
that,  though  it  may  have  been  a  good  deed  loVC 
sticked  Lord  Dalgarno,  being  such  as  he  has  w** 
himself  anywhere  else,  yet  it  fell  under  the  plain  ^ 
tute,  when  violence  was  offered  within  the  rtx9* 
the  Court    For,  let  me  tell  you,  my  fords,  the  ittW 
against  striking  would  be  of  small  use  in  our  Qm 
int  could  be  eluded  by  justifying  the  perso"  "^TS 
to  be  a  knave.    It  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  I  >^ 
nae  Court  in  Christendom  where  knaves  are  noMt 
be  found ;  and  if  men  are  to  break  the  P«w»  "JJJJ 
pretence  of  beating  them,  why,  it  will  nin  JeX"'^ 
staves*  in  our  very  antechamber."  .   . 

"  What  your  Majesty  says,"  replied  Prince  Chin|H 
"  is  maiked  Mrith  your  usual  wisdom^theprecinctfa 
palaces  must  be  sacred  as  well  as  the  P«"2lf 
kings,  which  are  rejected  even  in  the  moat  oaffr 
rous  nations,  as  being  one  step  only  bencAth  m 
divinities.  But  your  Majesty's  will  can  conV«J 
severity  of  this  and  every  other  law,  and  it  is  ni  J^ 
power,  on  consideration  of  bis  case,  to  grant  toisnP 
young  mw  a  free  pardon."  ^    • 

''RatKUM  taUtaH^  CaroU,  mi  puervUruiM*^ 
the  Kinaj  "and  know,  mv  lords,  that  we  hav^^ 
shrewd  device  and  gift  of  our  own.  already  wn™- 
the  very  depth  of  thSi  Lord  Glenvarloch'sdiapoinj- 
I  trow  there  be  among  you  some  that  ron^t* JJJ 
handling  in  the  curious  case  of  my  LadyJLaJjM^ 
how  I  triomied  them  about  the  stoiy 
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behind  the  arras.*  Now  this  put  me  to  cogitation, 
•nd  I  remembered  me  of  having  read  that  Dion  veins, 

call  TCpavifOf^ 


Cng  of  S/racuse,  whom  historians 
which  signifieth  not  in  the  Greek  tongue,  as  m  ours, 
a  tnicmlent  usuiper,  but  a  royal  king  who  governs,  it 
may  be,  somethmg  more  stnctly  than  we  and  other 
hyrM  monarchs,  whom  the  ancients  termed  Bflff«X<tJ 
—Now  this  Dionysius  of  Syracuse  caused  cunning 
workmen  to  build  for  himself  a  (uf^^— D'ye  k«n  vmtit 
that  18,  my  Lord  Bishop!" 
"  A  cathedral,  I  presume  to  guess,"  answered  the 

*•  what  the  deil,  man— I  crave  your  lordship's  oar- 
don  for  swearingf— but  it  was  no  cathedral— only  a 
Imking-plaoe  caBed  die  king's  lugg,  or  ear,  where  he 
fOQld  sit  undescried,  and  hear  the  converse  of  his  pri- 
soners. Now.  sirs,  in  imitation  of  this  Dionysius, 
whom  I  UMA.  for  my  pattern^  the  rather  that  he  was 
a  great  linguist  and  grammanan^  and  taught  a  school 
with  good  applause  after  his  abdication,*  \either  he  or 
his  successor  of  the  same  name,  it  matters  not  whilk) 
-4  have  caused  them  to  make  a  lur^  up  at  the  state- 
prison  of  the  Tower  yonder,  more  uke  a  pulpit  than  a 
cathedral,  my  Lord  Bishop— and  communicating  with 
the  amM  behind  the  Lieutenant's  chamber,  where  we 
may  sit  and  privily  hear  the  discourse  of  such  prison- 
ers as  are  pent  }sp  there  for  state-ofiences,  and  so 
non  into  the  very  secrets  of  our  enemies." 

Tne  Prince  cast  a  glance  towards  the  Duke,  ex- 
HTBssive  of  ^reat  vexation  and  disgust.  Buckingham 
Ameed  his  shoulders,  but  the  motion  was  so  slight 
aa  to  be  almost  imperceotible. 
"Weel,  my  lords,  ye  ken  the  fray  at  the  hunting 
tViiiDominff— I  shall  not  get  out  of  the  trembling 
eni  until  I  have  a  sound  nighfs  sleep— just  after 
tlui;  they  bring  ye  in  a  pretty  page  that  had  been 
mod  in  the  Park.  We  were  warned  asainst  exami- 
ning him  ourselves  by  the  anxious  care  of  those  around 
at  I*  nevertheless,  holding  our  life  ever  at  the  service 
af  these  kingdoms,  we  commanded  all  to  avoid  the 
room,  the  rather  that  we  suspected  this  boy  to  be  a 

Eri.  What  think  ye,  my  lords?— few  of  you  would 
ive  thouffht  I  had  a  hawk's  eye  for  sic  gear?  but  we 
thank  God,  that  though  we  are  old,  we  know  so  much 
jf  such  toys  as  may  beseem  a  man  of  decent  f^'avity. 
■Teel,  my  lords,  we  questioned  this  maiden  m  male 
lltire  ourselveft,  and  I  profess  it  was  a  very  pretty  in- 
iBrrogatory,  and  well  followed.  For.  though  she  at 
irat  professed  that  she  assumed  this  dissniise  in  order 
to  countenance  the  woman  who  should  present  us 
With  the  Lady  Hermione's  petition,  for  whom  she 
yraiassed  entire  affection ;  yet  when  we,  suspecting 

*  Wliether  oat  of  a  meddlinr  propeotitjr  common  to  all  who 
tavwa  fOMiipfnf  diaposicton,  ornvm  the  love  of  justice,  which 
•uhi  to  make  part  of  a  prinoa'a  ehanoter,  Jamoii  WasTery  fbnd 
•r  laqvirioff  paraonalljr  loto  the  eamw  atl/ihv  which  occurred 
teiof  Ma  reifo.  Id  Uw  impoatttia  of  the  Boy  of  BiImki,  w)io 
fffetlnded  to  be  po(ii*aased,  and  of  one  Richard  Haydoek,  a  poor 
•diolar.  who  pretended  to  preach  dnnnr  hit  ■leop,  the  Kinr.  to 
nethe  hiatertaa  Wilaoo'f  expn^^ion,  to«ik  delifht  in  somidinff 
with  the  line  of  hie  underatandinr,  the  depth  of  theae  brutiah 
WMMitionk  and  in  doing  ao^  ihowed  the  acutenef*  with  which 
B«  wu  ennowed  by  Nature. 


Lady  Lake'i  story  consisted  In 


■  elaffloroa<<  oomrlaiot  agaiuat  the  Coun ten  of  Exeter,  whom 
•hi  aeeoaed  of  a  pwpoM  to  put  to  death  Lady  Lake  hermlf.  and 
•Im  daufhlert  Lady  Rom,  the  wife  of  the  CounlOM'i  own  aoa- 
|l-Iaw,  Lord  kom  ;  and  a  forced  letter  was  produced,  in  which 
^y  Exeter  was  made  to  aeknowlcdee  such  a  purpose.  Tlie 
iMQuot  given  of  the  occasion  of  obtaining  this  letter,  was,  that 
*t  had  been  written  by'Uie  Covnteia  at  Wimbledon,  in  prewence 


^  Lady  Lake  and  her  daughter,  Lady  Ro«s,  being  dcaigned  to 
&t»n  fheir  forgivenen  fbr  her  reisckiovous.  intention.  The 
nof  remained  atill  unaatisfled,  the  writing,  in  his  opinion,  bear* 


r-— ^  ■'w..m...w^  ^r——  ■^.m^-m.-^.M-jv.  ui«  wriiuiiK,  III  Ills  u|riiiiuii,  ucu*' 

■f  Mronc  marka  of  foifery.  Lady  Lake  and  her  daughter  then 
Wfed.  that,  beaides  Iheir  own  atteatatien,  and  that  of  a  eon- 
HMtla]  domeetic,  named  Diexo,  in  whoae  prMence  Lady  Exeter 
Mo  written  the  confbsaion,  their  atory  might  also  be  supported 
*f  the  oath  of  their  waitingmaid,  mtIio  had  been  placed  behind 
w*han|ina»atthe  time  tlie  letter  was  wntuui,  and  licarri  tho 
Cnanteat  or  Exeter  read  orer  the  confeasionaftbr  the  bad  signed 
it*  uatordsined  to  l>o  at  the  bottom  of  this  accusation,  Jume«, 
»ime  hiintiog  one  day  near  Wimbledon,  the  weoc  of  Hie  alleged 
Mnfttsion,  suddenly  left  his  aport,  and.  (nilioping  hastily  to 
Vmbledon,  in  order  to  examine  peraonally  the  room,  discovered, 
v«a  the  ai»  of  the  apartment,  tliat  the  alleged  eonvenaiion 
^id  nut  have  taken  place  in  the  manner  sworn  to  ;  and  that 
^  tapestry  of  the  chamber,  which  had  remained  in  the  same 
■Ute  for  thirty  yearn,  was  too  ehort  by  two  feet,  and,  therefore 
•ould  not  have  eoncealed  any  one  behmd  it  This  matter  was 
■ocwuMedanexcliHire  discovery  of  tho  King  by  liii«  own  spirit 
J«ibrewd  inrestigahon.  The  i>arti««  wet^  punished  in  the  Star' 
laiialiii  by  flae  and  InpnaonraaDi. 


ang^isin  htrba,  did  pot  her  to  the  very  question,  she 
was  compelled  to  own  a  virtuous  attachment  for 
Glenvarlochides,  in  such  a  pretty  passion  of  shame 
and  fear,  that  we  had  much  ado  to  keep  our  own 
eyes  from  keepiij;^  company  with  hers  in  weeping. 
Also,  she  laid  before  us  the  false  practices  of  this  Dal 
gamo  towards  Glenvarlochides,  inveigling  him  into 
houses  of  ill  resort,  and  giving  him  evilcounsel  under 
pretext  of  sincere  friendfship,  whereby  the  inexperi* 
enced  lad  wps  led  to  do  what  was  prejudicial  to  him- 
self and  ofTenave  to  us.  But,  however  prettily  she 
told  her  tale,  we  determined  not  altogether  to  trust  to 
her  narration,  but  rather  to  try  the  experiment  whilk 
we  had  devised  fbr  such  occasions.  And  having  our- 
selves speedily  passed  from  Greenwich  to  the  'Tower, 
we  constituted  ourselves  eavesdropper,  as  it  is  called, 
to  observe  what  should  pass  between  Glenvarlochides 
and  this  page,  whom  we  caused  to  be  admitted  to  hii 
apaitment,  well  judging  that  if  they  were  of  counsel 
toi^ther  to  deceive  us,  it  could  not  be  but  something 
of  It  would  spunk  out—And  what  think  ye  we  sa^, 
my  lonls  7— Naetning  for  you  to  sniggle  and  laugh  at, 
Steenie—for  I  question  if  you  could  have  played  the 
temperate  and  Christian-tike  part  of  this  poor  lad 
Glenvafloch.  He  might  be  a  Father  of  the  Church 
in  comparison  of  you,  man.— And  then,  to  try  his  pa- 
tience yet  farther,  we  loosed  on  him  a  courtier  and  a 
citizen,  that  is  Sir  Mungo  Malagrowther  and  our  ser- 
vant Greorge  Heriot  here,  wha  dangthe  poor  lad  about, 
and  didna  greatly  spare  our  royal  selves.— You  mind, 
Greordie.  wnat  you  said  about  the  wives  and  concu- 
bines? l>ut  I  forgie  ye,  man— nae  need  of  kneeling,  I 
foi«ie  ye— the  readier  that  it  regards  a  certain  parti- 
cular, whilk,  as  it  added  not  much  to  Solomon's  cre- 
dit, the  lack  of  it  cannot  be  said  to  impinge  on  ours. 
Aweel,  my  lords,  for  all  temptation  or  sore  distress 
and  evil  ensample,  this  poor  lad  never  bosed  his 
tongue  on  us  to  say  one  unbecoming  word— which 
inclines  us  the  rather,  acting  always  by  your  wise 
advice,  to  treat  this  affair  of  the  Park  as  a  thing  dona 
in  the  heat  of  blood,  and  under  strong  provocatioi^, 
and  therefore  to  confer  our  free  pardon  on  Lord  Qlen- 
varloch." 

"lam  happy  your  gracious  Majesty,"  said  the  Duka 
of  Buckingham,  "has  arrived  at  that  conclusion, 
though  I  could  never  have  guessed  at  the  road  by 
which  you  attained  it." 

"I  trust,"  said  Prince  Charles,  '*  that  it  is  not  a  path 
which  your  Majesty  will  think  it  consistent  with  your 
high  dignity  to  tread  frequently." 

^  Never  while  I  live  again,  Baby  Charles,  that  I  give 
you  my  roval  word  on.  They  say  that  hearkeners 
hear  iU  tales  of  themselves— by  my  saul,  my  very 
'ears  are  tingling  wi'  that  auld  sorrow  Sir  Mungo's 
sarcasms.  He  called  us  elose-fiated,  Steenie— I  am 
sure  you  can  contradict  that.  But  it  is  mere  envy 
in  the  auld  mutilated  sinner,  because  he  himself  has 
neither  a  noble  to  hold  in  his  loof,  nor  fingers  to  close 
on  it  if  he  had."  Here  the  King  lost  recollection  of 
Sir  Mungo's  irreverence  in  chpckling  over  his  own 
wit,  and  only  farther  alluded  to  it  by  saying— "We 
must  give  the  old  maundcrer  boa  in  /m^aw— some- 
thing to  stop  his  mouth,  or  he  will  rail  at  us  from  Dan 
to  Beersheba.- And  now.  my  lords,  let  our  warrant 
of  mercy  to  Lord  Glenvarlocii  bo  presently  expedited, 
and  he  put  to  his  freedom ;  and  as  his  estate  is  likely 
to  go  so  sleavelcss  a  gate,  we  will  consider  what 
means  of  favour  we  can  show  him.— My  lords.  I  wish 

Sou  an  appetite  to  an  early  supper- for  our  labours 
?ve  approached  that  term.— Baby  Charles  and  Stee- 
nie, you  will  remain  tin  our  couchee.— My  Lord  Bishop, 
Sou  will  be  pleased  to  stay  to  bless  our  meat— Geor^ 
ie  Heriot,  a  word  with  you  apart." 
His  Majesty  then  drew  the  citizen  into  a  comer, 
while  the  counsellors,  those  excepted  who  had  been 
commanded  to  remain,  made  fneh  obeisance  and 
withdrew.  "  Geordie,"  said  theKinj^,  "  my  good  ana 
trusty  servant"- Here  he  busied  his  fingers  much 
with  the  points  and  ribonds  of  his  dress,—"  Ye  see 
that  we  have  granted,  from  our  own  natural  sense  ol 
right  and  justicr.  that  which  yon  lon^f-baoked  fallow, 
Moniplies  I  think  they  ca'  him,  proffered  to  purchasa 
from  us  with  a  mighty  bribe;  whilk  wo  refused,  as 
being  a  crowned  King,  who  wed  neither  ^11  our  ye/^ 
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lice  nof  uur  naercy  for  pecimiar  consiUeration.  NoW) 
what  thiuk  ye  should  oe  (Jic  upshot  of  this  7" 

*'  My  Lord  Glenvarloch's  freedom,  and  his  resto- 
ration to  your  Majesty's  favour,"  said  HerioL 

*'I  ken  that"  said  the  King,  peevishly.  "Ve  are 
very  dull  to-day.  I  mean,  what  do  vou  think  this 
fallow  Moniolics  should  thmk  about  the  matter  T* 

'*  Surely  that  your  Majesty  is  a  most  good  and 
|;raciou8  sovereign,"  answered  Heriot 

*'  We  had  need  to  begude  and  gracious  baith,"  said 
the  King,  still  more  pet  tishlv,  "that  have  idiots  about 
us  that  cannot  ,unaerstand  what  we  mint  at  unless 
we  speak  it  put  in  braid  Lowlands.  See  this  chield 
^loniplies,  sir,  and  tell  him  what  we  have  done  for 
Lord  Glenvarloch»  in  whom  he  takes  such  part,  out 
of  our  own  gracious  motion,  though  we  refused  to  do  it 
on  on  y  proner  of  private  ad vaiUage.  Now.  you  may 
put  it  till  him,  as  if  of  your  own  mind,  whether  it  will 
-be  a  gracious  or  a  dutuful  part  in  him,  to  press  us  for 
present  payment  of  the  two  or  three  hundred  misera- 
1)le  pounds  for  whilk  we  were  obliged  to  opignorate 
Qur  jewels  7  Indeed,  mony  men  may  think  ye  wad 
do  the  part  of  a  good  citizen,  if  you  took  it  on  your- 
self to  refuse  him  payment,  seeing  he  hath  had  what 
he  professed  to  esteem  full  satisfaction,  and  oonaider- 
.uig,  moreover,  that  it  is  evident  he  hath  no  pressing 
need  of  the  money,  whereof  we  have  much  ne- 
cessity." 

George  Heriot  sighed  internally.    "  O  my  Masto-," 


terested  selfishness !" 

The  King  troubled  himself  not  about  what  he 
thought,  but  taking  him  by  the  collar,  sakl,— "Ye 
ken  my  meaning  now,  Jingler— awa  wi'  ye.  You 
are  a  wise  man— manaee  it  your  ain  gate— but  forget 
not  our  present  straits.'^  Toe  citizen  made  his  obei- 
sance, and  withdrew. 

"  And  now,  bairns,"  said  the  King,  "  what  do  you 
look  upon  each  other  for— and  what  have  you  got  to 
askof  your  dear  dad  and  gossip 7" 

^tDnly,"  said  the  Prince,  '*^that  it  would  ploase 
your  Majesty  to  command  the  lurking-place  at  the 
pnson  to  be  presently  built  up— the  groans  of  a  cap- 
tive should  not  be  brought  in  evidence  ^gainst  him." 

"  What  \  build  up  my  lugg,  Baby  Charles  7  And 
yet,  better  deaf  then  hear  ill  tales  of  oneself.  So  let 
them  build  it  up.  hard  and  fast,  without  delay,  the 
rather  that  my  Sack  is  sair  with  sitting  in  it  tor  a 
whole  hour.— And  now  let  us  see  what  the  cooks 
have  been  doing  for  us,  bonny  bairns." 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

To  this  brave  man  the  knight  rei«ira 
For  ooannel  in  hie  law  affiiiri  ; 
And  fottod  him  mounted  in  hiN  pew. 
With  boolu  and  moner  placed  for  show, 
Like  ne«t-efnto  make  clienta  lay. 
And  for  hitf  fUae  opinion  par.-HwUtrM 

Our  readers  may  recollect  a  certain  smooth- 
tongued, lank-haired,  buckram-suited,  Scottish  scri- 
vener, who,  in  the  first  part  of  this  history,  appear- 
ed in  the  character  of  a  protege  of  George  Heriot. 
It  is  to  his  house  we  are  about  to  remove,  but  tiroes 
have  changed  with  him.  The  petty  booth  hath  be- 
come a  chamber  of  importance— the  buckram  suit  is 
changed  into  black  velvet ;  and  although  the  wearer 
retains  his  puritanical  humility  and  politeness  to  cli- 
ents of  consequence,  he  can  now  look  others  broad 
In  the  face,  and  treat  them  with  a  full  allowance  of 
superior  opulence,  and  the  insolence  prising  from  it 
It  was  but  a  short  period  that  had  achieved  these  al- 
terations, nor  was  the  party  himself  as  yet  entirely 
accustomed  to  them,  but  the  change  was  becoming 
less  embarrassing  to  him  with  every  day's  practice. 
Among  other  acquisitions  of  wealtli,  you  may  see  one 
pf  Davy  Ramsay's  best  time^eces  on  the  table,  and 
nis  eye  is  frequently  observing  its  revolutions,  while  a 
boy,  whom  he  employs  as  a  scribe,  is  occasionally 
sent  out  to  compare  its  progress  with  the  clock  of 
,fi»intDun8tan. 
.  The  scrivener  himself  seemod  con«derabIy  agiti^ 


ted.  He  took  from  a  «troqff4>ox  a  bundle  of  pinb- 
ments,  and  read  passages  of  them  with  great  attan* 
tion ;  then  began  to  sohloquize— "  There  is  no  ootlel 
which  law  can  suggest— no  back-door  of  evaaon-* 
none— if  the  lands  of  Glenvarloch  at-e  not  redeemed 
before  it  rinxs  noon.  Lord  Dalgamo  has  them  a  cheap 

E worth.  Strange,  that  he  should  have  been  it 
Ae  to  set  his  patron  at  defiance,  and  acbia««fiff 
If  the  fair  estate,  with  the  proiqpect  of  whicli  hs 
so  long  flattered  the  powerfiil  Bu^mgham.— Uuk 
not  Andrew  Skurliewhitter  nick  him  aa  neaiiyTue 
hath  been  my  patron— true— not  more  than  Buaaay* 
ham  wasius  i  and  he  can  be  so  nomoi^a  for  he  depain 
presently  for  Scotland.  I  am  glad  of  it— I  hatebnii, 
and  I  fear  him.  He  knows  too  many  of  my  aecnts 
—I  know  too  many  of  his.  But^  no— iu>--na— I  nsBd 
never  attempt  it,  there  are  no  means  of  oTer-readune 
hmi.- Well,  Willie,  what  o'clock  7" 
"  Ele'en  hours  just  chappit,  sir.** 
'  ^9. 12 J^^  ^^^  without,  child"  aaid  the  sem- 
n^.  ".What  to  do  next— I  shall  lose  the  oU  Emfi 
faur  business  and,  what  is  worse,  bis  son'a  foul  pne- 
tice.  Old  Henot  k>oks  too  close  into  binincfls  Id 
pennit  me  more  than  the  paltry  and  onTuiaiy  Am. 
The  Whitefnars  busmess  was  profitable,  bttt  it  ItM 
become  unsafe  ever  since— pah  y— what  uona^t  dal 
in  my  head  Just  now  ?  I  can  haidlybold  : 
if  men  should  see  me  in  this  way  !^Y 


aloud  to  the  boy,)  ^*  a  cup  of  distilled  wat 
—now  I  could  ace  the  devil." 

He  spoke  the  last  words  aloud,  and  close  byi» 
door  of  the  apartment,  which  was  suddenly  iqmi 
by  Richie  Moniplies,  followed  by  two  gentleaoen,  and 
attended  by  two  porters  bearing  money-bogsL  "V 
ye  can  face  the  deviL  Maister  Skuriiewfaitta^"  md 
Richie,  '\ye  will  be  the  less  Vkeiy  to  turn  yov  back 
on  a  sack  or  twa  o'  siller,  whidh  I  ha^e  ta'ea  Vm 
freedom  to  bring  you.  Sathanas  and  Mi 
near  akin."  The  porters,  at  the  same  tuas 
their  load  on  the  floor. 

"  I—I, "—stammered  the  suipnsed  aemi 
cannot  guess  what  you  mean,  at" 

"Only  that  I  have  brought  you  the  .^ 

money  on  the  part  of  Lord  Glenvarloch,  in _^ 

of  A  oertam.  mortgage  over  his  frmHy  inhuitiifi 
And  her&  in  good  time,  comes  Master  il^iMi 
Lowestotte,  end  another  honourable  g^u&am^ 
the  Temple,  to  be  wimesses  to  the  transactioiL? 

"I— I  incline  to  think,"  said  the  scrivaiHr,  *ilt 
the  term  is  expired." 

"You  will  pardon  us,  Master  Scrivener,"  «l 
Lowestofie.  You  will  not  baffle  us— it  wants  Aat 
quarters  of  noon  by  every  clock  in  the  dty." 

"I  must  have  time,  goidemen/'  said  Andrew,  *a 
examine  thegoki  by  tale  and  weisht." 

Do  so  at  your  leisure.  Master  Scmener,"  .. 

Lowestofie  again.    **  We  have  already  aeen  the 

tents  of  each  sack  told  and  weighed,  and  we  hsn 
put  our  seals  on  them.  There  they  stand  in  a  ny». 
twenty  in  number,  each  containing  three  handnd 
veUow-hamm6r8--we  are  witnesses  to  the  hMl 

"Gentlemen,"  said  the  scrivener,  "this  seooriif 
now  belongs  to  a  mighty  k>rd.  I  prer  vou,  sIhib 
your  haste,  and  let  me  send  for  Lord  Da]gaiiio-« 
rather  I  will  run  for  him  myselKl" 

So  sayinff,  he  took  up  his  hat;  but  horwatoiSktMB^ 
ed  out—"  Friend  Moniplies,  keep  the  door  fittt,  aad 
thou  be'st  a  man !  he  seek^  but  to  put  off  the  tia«. 
In  plam  terms,  Andrew,  you  may  send  for  the  Ml 
if  you  nvilL  who  is  the  mightiest  ford  of  my  acqusil^ 
ance,  bntfrom  hence  you  stp"  not  till  you  haveO- 
swered  our  proposition,  by  rejecting  or  accepting  te 
redemption-B^ney  fairly  tendered-^^thare  it  lies-  ^ 
it  or  leave  it  as  you  will.  I  have  skill  eno«i^  to 
that  the  law  is  mightier  than  any  lonl  mBiil 


have  learned  so  much  at  the  Temple,  iff  have  km^ 
ed  nothmff  else.  And  see  that  you  tiilla  not  withfl, 
lest  it  make  your  long  eare  air  inch  shorter.  Master 
Skuriiewhitter." 

"  Nay,  gentlemen,  if  you  threaten  rae^"  said  lh» 
scrivener,  ^'  I  cannot  resist  compulsion." 

"  No  threats— no  threats  at  ail,  my  Ftttle  An- 
drew," said  Lowestofie;  "a  little  iiicndly  •djim^m 
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^-ferset  lyt,  honeit  Andrtvr,  I  h«ve  Men  ymun  Al- 

N  Withoot  maweimg  a  aii|d«  word,  the  8criv«ner  sat 
down,  and  drew  in  proper  form  a  full  receipt  for  the 
money  proffered.  ^  .. , 

*'I  uke  it  on  your  report,  Master  Lowesto^"  he 
laid:  "I  hope  you  wiU  remember  I  have  msuted 
neitner  apon  woffht  nor  tale— I  have  been  dvil—if 
there  is  deficiency,  I  shall  come  to  loss." 

**  Fillip  his  nose  with  a  gold  pnce,  Richie^"  quoth 
the  templar.  "  Take  up  the  papery  and  now  wend 
we  merrily  to  dine  thou  wot'st  where." 

**!£  I  might  ehooee,"  said  Ridue,  "  it  should  not 
be  at  yonder  rogaiBh  ordinaiy  t  but  as  it  is  your  plea- 
sure,  gentlemen,  the  treat  shall  be  given  wheresoever 
yoQwdlhaveh.^' 
"At  the  ordinary,"  said  the  one  Teroplar. 
''At  Beai^'s,^  said  the  other;  "it  is  the  only 
house  in,  London  for  neat  wtnes^  nimble  drawers, 
daoice  dishes,  and"  ■■  '  ■ 

**And  high  charges,'*  quoth  Richie  MonipUes.— 
"  But,  as  I  said  beftwe,  aentlemen,  ye  have  a  right 
to  command  me  in  this'thing,  havmg  so  irankly  ren- 
dered me  your  service  in  this  amul  matter  o£  bu- 
sinesa,  witnout  other  stipulation  than  that  of  a  slight 
haaquet" 

The  latter  part  of  this  discourse  passed  in  the  street 
wtiere  immetuately  afterwards,  they  met  Lord  Dalgar- 
DA.  He  appeared  in  haste,  touched  his  hat  slightly 
i»  Master  Lowestoffe,  who  returned  his  reverence 
with  the  same  negligence)  and  walked  slowly  on 
with  his  companion,  while  Lord  Datgamo  stopped 
Blehie  Monipfies  with  aoommandini;  sijgn,  which  the 
inttmct  of  education  oompellM  Mompuee^  though  in- 
diatant,  to  obey. 

^Whom  do  you  now  foUow,  sirrali?"  demanded 
chenolje. 

**  WhOmsodWir  goeth  before  me,  my  lord,"  answer- 
ed Monipliee. 

**No  saudneJM,  you  knave— I  deeire  to  know  if 
you  still  serve  Niffel  Olifisumt  1"  said  Dalgamo. 

"I  am  friend  to  the  noble  Lord  Olenvarioeh," 
ftnawer6d  Monipties,  with  dignitv. 
'  *^True,"  replied  Lord  Dalgarno^  **that  noble  k>id 
hiiai  sunk  to  seek  friends  ^mong  laoquey»«-Neverthe- 
iBse— hark  thee  hhher-^everthelesa,  if  he  be  of  the 
•ame  mind  as  when  we' last  met,  thou  mayst  show 
him,  that,  on  to-morrow  at  four  afternoon,  I  shall 
paes  northward  by  Enfield  Chase— I  will  be  slender- 
IV  attended^  as  I  design  to  send  my  train  thmu^ 
Bamet.  It  is  ray  purpose  to  ride  an  easy  pace  through 
the  forest,  and  to  linget  awhile  by  Camlet  Moat--h^ 
knows  the  place;  and  if  he  be  aught  but  an  Alsatian 
bully,  will  think  it  fitter  for  some  purposes  than  the 
Park.  He  is.  i  underatand.  at  liberty,  or  shortly  to 
be  so.  If  he  rail  me  at  the  place  nomraated,  he  must 
•eek  me  in  Scotland,  where  he  will  find  me  possess- 
ed of  his  father's  estate  and  lands." 

**  Humph !"  muttered  Richie ;  ^  there  go  twa  words 
V)  that  bargam." 

He  even  meditated  a  joke  on  the  means  which  he 
vdl  conscious  he  poesessed  of  baffling  Lord  Dalgar- 
Im's  expectations}  but  there  was  something  of  keen 
and  dangerous  excitement  in  the  eyes  of  the  young 
ftdbteraen^^which  prompted  his  discretion  for  once  to 
nde  his  wit,  and  he  only  answered— 


"  Gkxl  grant  your  iordship  .unay  well  brook  your 
jw  conquest— when  you  get  it.  1  shall  do  your  er- 
and  to  my  loitl— wfiinL  is  to  say,"  hoadded^intemal- 


y,  **  he  shall  never  hear  a  word  of  it  fh>m  Richie.  I 
%m  not  the  lad  to  put  him  in  such  hazard." 

Lord'Dalgarno  looked  at  him  sharply  for  a  mo- 
ment, as  if  to  penetrate  the  meaning  of  the  dry  iruni- 
sal  Mne,  which,  in  spite  of  Riehies  awe,  mingled 
with  hw  answer,  and  then  waved  his  hand,  in  signal 
he  shoukl  pass  on.  Ha  himself  walked  slowly  till  the 
trio  were  out  of  sisht,  then  turned  back  with  hasty 
steps  to  the  door  of  the  soriveaer,  which  he  had  pass- 
ed m  his  progress,  knodcad^  and  was  admitted* 

Lord  Oalnmo  found  the  man  of  law  with  the  mo- 
aey-bags  still  standing  before  bhn;  and  it  escaped 
4ot  his  penetrating  glanee,'that  Skurliewhitter  was 
Msconoerted  and  alarmed  at  his  approach. 

'Hew  now, nan," hs said;  **whatl  hael  then  net 
8  A 


a  word  of  oily  oomplhnent  to  me  oa  my  happy  mar 
riagel— not  a  wont  of  most  philosophical  consolatioa 
on  my  disgrace  at  Court  T-^Or  ha^my  mien,  as  a 
wittol  and  discarded  fovourite,  the  properties  of  the 
Gorgon's  head,  the  turbaicB  PcUadia  armOt  as  Majesk 
ty  mkhtsayr 

'*  My  lord,  I  am  glad— my  lord,  I  am  sorry"- aa> 
swered  the  trembling  scrivener,  who,  aware  of  the 
vivacity  of  Lord  Dalgamo's  temper,  dreaded  the  con- 
sequence of  the  communication  he  had  to  make  to 
him. 

"Glad  and  soiryl"  answered  Lord  Dalgamo"^ 
^  That  is  blowing  hot  and  cold  with  a  witness.  Hark 
ye,  you  picture  of  petty  larceny  personifiedr-tf  you  are 
sorry  I  am  a  cuckold,  remember  I  am  only  mine  own, 

Su  knave— there  is  too  little  blood  in  her  cheeks  te 
ive  sent  her  astray -^dse where.  WMl,  I  will  bear 
mine  antlered  honoura  as  I  may— gold  shall  gild 
them  \  and  for  my  disgrace^  revenge  snail  sweeten  it^ 
Ay.  revenge— and  there  stnkes  the  happy  hour  1" 

The  hour  of  noon  was  accordingly  heard  to* peal 
from  Saint  Dunstan's.  '*  Well  banged,  brave  ham- 
mere!"  said  Lord  Dalgamo  in  triumph.  "The  es* 
ute  and  lands  of  Glenvarloofa  are  crushed  beneath 
these  clanging  blows.  If  my  steel  to-monpow  prove 
but  as  true  as  your  iron  maces  to-day,  the  poor  land* 
less  lord  will  little  miss  what  your  peal  hath  dut  bun 
out  from.— The  papere— the  papers,  thou  wlet  I  i  am 
to-morrow  Northward,  ho !  At  four  afternoon,  I  am 
bound  to  be  at  Camlet  Moat,  in  the  Enfield  Chase. 
TVirnigfat  most  of  my  retinue  set  forward.  The  pi* 
pen!— Corner  dispatch." 

"My  lord,  the— the  papere  of  the  Gienvarloeh 
mortgage— I— I  have  them  not." 

"  Have  them  not  I"  echoed  Lord  Dalgamo— "  Hast 
thou  sent  them  to  my  lodging,  thou  varlet?  Did  I 
not  say  I  was  coming  hither  7— What  mean  you  by 
pointing  to  that  money  1  What  villany  have  you 
done  for  it  1    It  is  too  laroB  to  be  come  honestly  by." 

"Your  lordship  knows  oest."  answered  the  scrive- 
ner, in  f(reat  perturbauon.  "The  gold  is  your  own. 
It  i»— it  is" 

"  Not  the  redemption  money  of  the  Gienvarloeh 
estate!"  said  Dalgamo.  "Dare  not  say  it  is,  or  I 
will,  upon  the  spot,  divorce  your  pettifogging  soul 
from  your  Oaoion  carcass!"  So  saying  ne  seized 
the  scrivener  by  the-collar  and  shook  him  so  vehe- 
mently, that  he  tore  it  firom  the  cassock. 

"  My  lord,  I  must  call  for  help,"  said  thetremblmfl 
oaitiii^  who  felt  at  that  moment  all  the  bitterness  ot 
the  mortal  agony— "It  was  tlie  law's  act,  not  mtus; 
Whatcoukildor 

"Dost  ask 7— why,  diou  sniveling  dribblet  of 
damnation,  wiere  allthv  oaths,  tricks,  and  lies  spent? 
or  do  you  hold  yourself  too  mod  to  utter  them  m  my 
servioe?  Thou  shouldst  have  lied,  cozened,  oat- 
sworn  truth' itself,  rather  than  stood  betwixt  me  and 
my  revenge !  But  mark  me,"  he  continuM ; "  I  know 
more  of  your  pranks  than  would  hang  thee.  A  line 
from  me  to  the  Attorney-General,  and  thou  art 
sped." 

"  What  would  you  have  me  to  do,  my  lord  T  m\A  , 
me  scrivener.    "  AU  that  art  and  law  can  accomplish, 
I  will  try." 

"  Ah,  are  you  converted?  do  so^  or  pity  of  youf 
IHe !"  said  tne  lord }  "  and  remember  I  never  fa3 
my  word.— Then  keep  that  accursed  gold,"  he  con* 
tinued.  "  Or,  stay.  1  will  not  trust  you— send  me  tliis 
gold  home  presently  to  my  lodging.  I  will  still  fof* 
ward  to  Scotland,  and  it  shall  go  hard  but  that  1 
hold  out  Gienvarloeh  Castle  against  the  owner,  by 
means  of  the  amrnunition  he  has  himself  fhrnisned* 
Thou  art  ready  to  serve  me  7"  The  scrivener  profose^ 
ed  the  most  impficit  obedience 

"  Then  remember,  the  hour  was  passed  ere  pay- 
ment was  tendered— and  see  thou  hast  witnesses  of 
trusty  memory  to  prove  that  point." 

"Tush,  my  lord,  I  will  do  mor&"  said  Andrew,  re- 
viving—" I  will  prove  tNat  Loid  Glenvarloch's  friends 
threatened,  swaggered,  and  drew  swords  on  m&->- 
Did  your  lordship  think  I  was  ungrateful  enough  ti> 
have  suffered  them  ta  prejudice  your  lordship,  save 
that  th*  had  bare  swords  at  my  throat?" 

"  BooUgh  eaid,"  replied  Dalgaraai  "yo«  tie  npr 
34* 
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IJKt-^uftd  that  yott  oimiiiiae  m,  bs  yoa  would  mid 
Dif  funr.    I  leave  my  paoe  Mlp^*-isat  porten,  aiut  let 
tlieiii  wilow  mainetanttf  with  the  gola." 
So  eayioft  Lord  Dalgarao  ieft  the  ■cfiYeoer'a  hwr 


faitataofn. 

Skurlii 


Dalgarao 

IkurBewhitter  having  despatched  his  boy  to  get 
tere  of  truat  for  tranepoiting  the  moDey,  remained 
^  J8  and  in  dismay,  meditating  by  what  means  he 
oonkl  ahike'himaelt  fine  of  the  vin^tive  and  fero* 
fious  nobleman*  who  posseased  at  onoe  a  dangerous 
knowledge  of  his  character,  and  the  power  of  ex* 
posing  him,  where  «QXMiira  would  be  lain.  Ho  had 
indeed  acquiesced  m  the  plan,  rapidly  sketched,  lor 
'  obtaining  possession  of  the  ransomed  estate^  but  hia 
ex^ensnoe  £>resaw  that  this  would  be  imposfliblef 
whllo,  gn  the  othor  hand,  he  coold  not  anticipats  the 
varioQS  consequences  of  Lord  Dalgamo'a  lesent- 
'  menL  whhoot  £Bor^  from  which  hia  sordid  eoul  re* 
oo3ed.  lb  be  in  the  power,  and  subject  both  to  tha  hu- 
mours and  the  eztortiona  of  a  spendthrift  young  lord, 
taat'when  his  uMlustryhsd  shaped  out  the  means  of 
fortune,— it  was  the  nloft  cruel  tiiokwluch  fate  couU 
have  ^byed  the  inc^iieni  usurer. 

While  the  scrivener  was  m  this  fit  of  amtioiia  antif 
I  cipaiion^  ono  knocked  at  the  door  of  the  apartment ; 
and,  bemg  desired  to  enter,  appeared  in  the  ooarae 
tiduig-eloak  of  uncut  Wiltahire  cloth,  fastened  by  a 
Koad  leather  belt  and  braas  buckle,  which  was  then 
generally  worn  by  graziers  and  countrymen.  Skur- 
Jiswhitter,  believmg  he  saw  in  his  visiter  a  county 
dient  who  aught  prove  profitable,  had  'opened  his 
mouth  to  request  mm  10*00  seated,  when  the  strsn- 
ger,  throwing  back  his  Aieie  hood  which  he  had 
drawn  over  his  face^  showed  the  scrivener  features 
weU  impiittted  in  his  secoUection,  but  which  he  never 
•aw  without  a  disposition  to  swoon.  •- 

**ls  it  you?"  ho  said,  faintly,  a^  the  stranger  re- 
placed the  hood  which  concealsd  hiafeaturea. 

"  Who  elae  should  it  be  1"  said  his  visiter. 

*'  Hmni  •on  of  parchment,  fot  betwixt  Die  Inthom 
And  th* ititffM  preeetibor-^iit imif eet eell 
The  pen  thy  father,  and  the  ink  thy  moUier, 
TlM  vax  thy  brother,  «mI  iheMod  (br  eiaiar, 
And  the  food  piUory  thy  eouiln  ellied— 
Rjae,  tad  do  revoreoce  imlo  me,  thy  better  t" 

**  Not  yet  down  to  the  countxy,"  said  the  scrivener, 
"  after  every  warning  1  Do  not  think  your  grazier's 
cloak  will  bear  you  ou^  captain— no,  nor  your  acrsps 

"Why;  what  would  you  have  me  to  do?"  sfid  tha 
cainain— "  Would  you  nave  ma  starve  1  If  I  am  to 
fly,  you  must  eke  my  wings  with  a  few  feathera 
You  can  apara  them,  I  think." 

'^  Vou  had  means  already— yon  have  had  ten  piacet 
*  -What  is  become  of  them  V* 

"  Gone,"  ansn^ered  Captain  Colepeppei^**  Oone^ 
so  matter  where— I  had  a  mind  to  bite,  uid  I  waa  bit- 
ten, that's  all— I  thmk  my  hand  shook  at  the  thought 
of  t'other  night's  woik,  mr  I  trowlsd  thadoctors  Eke 
a  very  baby7* 

**  And  you  have  lost  all,  then  7— Well,  take  this  and 
.  he  gone,"  said  the  acrivaner. 

**  What,  two  poor  smelta !  Hsny,  pUgua  of  your 
bounty !— But  remember,  you  are  as  deiro  m  as  I." 

'^Not  m,  by  Heaven  r  answered  the  scrivener; 
**  I  only  thought  of  asatng  the  old  man  of  some  papefs 
•  and  a  trifle  of  his  gold,  and  you  took  his  Ufe." 

**Wero  he  livmg,'^  answered  Colcpepper,  "he 
would  rather  have  lost  it  than  his  m9ney.-~But  that 
m  not  the  question.  MaatarSkurliewhittov-^ou  undid 
the  private  bolts  01  the  window  when  yon  viaited  him 
•bout  some  aflairs  on  the  day  ere  bodied— so  satisfy 

irael^  that,  if  I  am  taken,  I  will  not  swing  alone^ 

y  Jack  Hempsfield  is  dead,  it  qpoila  the  old  catch, 

*  Asd  ttMMmeiry  nea,  and  three  awry  men, 

Aadthiee  many  oms  am  we, 
Aa  ever  did  liDa  tltiw  pefli  in  aelriog, 

AUsnderUielrlirfetne.'** 

**  for  Ood'a  aakeb  spoak  lower,"  said  the  scriveneri 
*is  this  a  place  or  time  to  make  your  midnight 
catches  heard?— But  how  much  will  serve  your  turn? 
I  tell  yon  I  am  but  ill  provided," 

'  Vou  tell  nw  a  lie.  thenV'  said  the  bully-^a  moat 
mUa  and  nam  li^.— Bow  .n^uch.  d'yn  ny«  will 
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aarvemytml   Whf0M«rihas9  bags  will  da  ii 
the  present." 
"  1  awear  to  jQ«  that  theae  bags  of  awMV  an  Bot 

" JVothooestly,  perfaapa,**  said  the  captain,  '*bat 
that  makea  httle  diifemnca  betwixi  us." 

**  I  avrear  to  you,"  continued  the  scrivener, "% 
are  in  no  way  at  my  disposal— tbejr  have  bin  4a 
hvered  to  me  by  talo--l  am  to  pay  them  over  to  Lqm 
Dalgaftio,  whoae  boy  waits  for  them,  sad  I  eoaU 
not  ahalder  one  piece  out  of  them,  without  rifkaJflw 
and  cry." 

,  "Ganvonnotputof'tfaadeliveqrrisidthebRiQ. 
his  hup  hand  anil  iumbMig  with  onaof  tha  ban  y 

'^mposs3)lV'^<l  the  scrivener,  "  ha  sets  fcrawj 
to  SootUnd  to-moriDw."    • 
^  "  Ay!"  said  me  bally,  after  a  monMnt'athoaite- 
**  Tnyals  he  the  i^ofth  load  wi|h  auch  a  chanaT' 

"He  is  w^  acMmpaued,"  jMldad  tbaacmos 


!^ 


••but  yet" 

"  But  yet^-^mt  what  1"  aaid  tiia  bravo. 

*•  Nay,  I  meant  nothiaiL'' sakl  the  scrivaaar. 

**  Thou  didst— thou  haidst  the  wind  of  some  ^ 
thfflg^"  Rplied  GdiepaPjPer i  "  I  saw  thee  paoMliki 
a  settmff  dog.  Thou  wilt  say  aa  httle^  and  Buaai 
Bure  a  aum,  aa  a  watt-bred  apaiueL" 

"  AU  I  meant  to  say,  captun,  was,  that  hi»  m* 
vnnta  go  by  Bamec,  and  ha  hunaeU;  vrith  bis  piM 
pass  through  Enfield  Chase,  and  ha  apoke  to  niaTV' 
terday  of  noing  a  soft  pace."  ^ 

**  Ahal— Comaat  thon  tome  there^  my  borT" 

**  And  of  resting"— continned  tha  acriveoer,—  m^ 

-^  iletMoaf*  ^    .,^ 

itter  than  oock-fightmgr  and  Ui 


ing  a  space  at  Camlet  Moat'* 
^Why,  this  isbette 


I  see  not  how  it  can  advantage  yon,'captauL  nii 
the aariveoer.  "  But,  however,  they  cuuiot  nkm^ 
for  his  paee  ndes  the  sumpter-horse,  whicfa  cam*  ul 
that  weiAt,"  pointhig  to  tha  vonay  on  the  nbl^ 
'*  Lord  Dalgarao  looka  aharp  to  the  worU'i  911.' 

**  That  horse  will  be  obliged  to  those  wbp  nty 
ease  him  of  his  burden,'*  said  the  bravo;  ^  uMiCOa 
he  may  be  met  with.— He  hath  atill  that  pagHin 
same  Ludn— that  soblml  Well,  the  boy  btUi  «| 
game  for  me  ere  now.  I  wll  be  revenged,  too,  ml 
owe  him  a  grudge  ibr  an  old  aooro  at  the  ordw* 
Let  me  see— Black  Feltham,  and  Dick  Shakdfr 
we  shall  want  a  fourth— 4  love  to  makasan^  uaJH 
booty  wiU  stand  Darting,  bendea  what  I  can.baw  * 
them  out  of.  Well|  ecnvaoer.  lend  me  two  pieo»^ 
firevely  done— nobly  imparted  1  Gito  ye  «emm  dca 
And  wrapping  hia  disguse  closer  onNindoun, aaQ 
he  w^nt. 

When  he  had  left  the  room,  the  scrivener  wmi   ! 
his  hands,  and  exclaimed.  **  Mom  blood— mon  biofni 
I  thought  to  have  had  done  with  it,  but  uiia  uaj 
there  was  no  fiault  with  roe— none— and  tbcnltBw 
have  all  the  ^vantage.    If  thia  ruffian  fall&  tbenij  | 
trHse  with  his  tugs  at  my  purse-stiinfls;  and  if  I^  ! 
Dalgamo  dies— aa  ia  moat  likely,  for  thoiAJi  ^.J""^ 
afinid  of  cold  steel  aa  a  debtor  or  a  duiL  tbia  feUpw  a 

a  deadly  ahot  ftom  behind  a  bush,— than  ami  at 
thousand  ways  safe— saie-aafe.''  . ,. 

We  willingly  drop  the  curtain  over  wm  and  n 
reflectiona. 


CHAPTEE  XXXV. 

Va  aiB  eot  wont  at  <»€•— tha  oosiaa  of  etil 

BeffiiM  eo  riowly,  aad  fton  audi  aUfht  eowea. 

An  infoot'a  head  miaiit  clem  ka  biaadi  with  dw* 

.  nutlet  the  itieain  tec  deeper,  and  oMloeei ' 

Ay,  i»iid  velifioo  too;— ahali  atriro  in  wila 

To  tm  the HmuHooc  toaoaU^Otf  Pitg, 

Thb  Trmnlara  had  been  regaled  by  oorftiend  Riek< 

Moniplieahi  a  private  chamber  at  BeanJeu'i^wbaM' 

might  be  ooiiaiilered  aa  good  company;  ierbabad"' 

changed  hisserving^mara  doak  and  janoofbraflraw 

vet  handsome  suit  of  dothaa,  in  the  AahioB  ofua 

time&  but  aa^h  aa  might  have  befitted  an  older  w 

than  himaelL    He  had  poaitively  decided  pneiBnw 

himeelf  at  the  ordinary,  a  point  to  which  ma  comp^ 

nions  were  very  desiroaa  to  have  broaght.hanijortt 

will  ha  aaiily  behtf^ad  4iat  aunh  va»  «  iiBVtf^ 
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iment  at  the  expense  of  the  raw  and  pedantic  Soote* 
■nni  b«idea  the  chance  of  eying  him  of  »  few 

,  of  which  he  appeared  to  have  i^ijind  oonar 

^    •« »ia*oinofroea» 

I  little  brilliant 


lerabb 


doma 


oommand.  Butnoteven^ 
aack,  in.wl^' 


of  aparklmg  m 
I  ciretuated  uke 


Bmoteain  theaun'arayaihadtbe 
^'aeenaeofdooonim.  Heretain- 
d'lbe  grawity  of  a  pidgin  «nren  whUe  he  drank  like  • 
jnl^  partly  from  his  own  natural  inolinatkin  to  good 
i^oor,  partly  in  the  way  of  good  fellowahip  towarda 
m  guBSts.    When  the  wine  began  to  make  ■ome  in- 


lovation  OD  their  headiL  9toiterLi>weatofli^  ti|f8d,per' 
apei  of  the  homoars  of  Richie,  who  began  to  become 
ot  sqoire  atoicalty  contradioloiy  and  dogmatics!  than 
ren  m  the  earlier  part  of  the  eiUertainjiient,  piopoeed 
9  hiB  ikiend  to  break  up  their  debauch  and  join  the 


Tlie  drawer  was  called  acoordinglyi  aad  Richie  die- 
hiijiit  &e  reckoning  of  the  party,  with  a  genefooa 
epauitevation  to  the  atteodanta,  which  waa  received 
nth  cap  and  knee,  and  may  aaauranopo^  Kind- 
f  walcoBM^  gentlemen." 

"I  fineve  we  shodd  par|  ao  eooni^gaatlcraen,"  aaad 


IJIphif*  lo  his  oompanionit' 

nckeda! 

emealigl 

.  thanl^you,  lioweTer.  ibr  bavmg  graced  my  poor  i 

idon  thus  far;  and  I  commend  you  to  fbrtuM 

pr  own  eouTMe,  for  th6  ordinary  neither  wasi  ifl| 


I  another  quart  ere  you  went,  or  stared  to  take 
eme  alight  matter  of  aupper,  and  a  glaaa  of  KhenJBh. 
.  thanl^you,  howeTcr.  for  na^ 


poorod' 

^rtime^in 

nor 


prowl. , 

iatt  be.  an  element  of  mina" 
^^Fmr%  thee  well^then,"  said  Loweatofie^  '*  moat 
I^Mnt  and  aentenuoua  Master  MonipUes.  May  you 
paa  have  another  mortgage  to  redeem,  and  may  I 
m,mn  to  witneaa  it  j  and^may  you  pUy  the  good 
Mpw  as  heartily  as  you  have  done  this  day. 
le^Kay.  gentlemen,  it  is  merely  of  your  giaoe  to 
ttf  so^ut,  if  you  woiUd  but  hear  me  wpeSk  a  few 
HQids  of  admonition  leveotiiut  this  wicked  ordi- 
mf* 

**  Reserve  the  leeson.  most  honourable  Bkhie^" 
||id  LoweHoffei  "until  1  have  foat  all  ipy  money," 
powing,  at  the  lame  time,  a  purse  indifierently  well 
piovidfldL  **  and  then  the  lecture  is  likely  to  have  some 
weight.^ 

"  And  knp  ray  share  of  it,  Richie,"  said  the  other 
ramplar,  ahewing  an  alrooat  empty  nurse,  in  his  turn, 
"on  this  oendl  again,  and  thenlwiUpreiniaetobear 
fou  with  some  patienoe."  , .  .. 
.  *Ay,  ay,gananta/^aaidRidu%  *' lU  fiill  aad  the 
npty  gang  a*  aegiit% aad  thatisagray  opi»-biit  the 
lUM  wul  come.' 

*'Nay,  it  ia  come  already,"  said  LowestoA ;  *'  they 
lave  set  out  the  haaard  table.    Sinoe  yo^  will  pe- 
amptoiily  not  go  with  us,  why,  faraweU,  Richie." 
/"And  mosweU.  gentlemen,^  laid  Richii^  and  left 
m  hous^  into  wnich  they  had  retumed^ 

Moniphes  was  not  ma%y  Slaps  ffom  the  deoi,  when 
iperson,  whom,  loet  in  his  reflections  ongamingi  or- 
|Bariea»  and  the  maanars  of  the  age,  he  h^  not  ob- 
ind  who  had  been  as  neg 
againat  himi  and,  when 


m  Ibt' 


he  age,  lie  u^a  not  ot>- 
.Begnjpnt  on  his  part, 

_^ __^ ^ ^  ..ben  Bichje  desired  to 

mow  whelher  he  meant  *'ony  incivility."  replied  by  a 
nrss  on  ScotUnd,  and  au  that  belonged  to  it  A  les^ 
eund  reflection  on  his  country  woiud.  at  any  time, 


t 


country  would^  at  anvtime, 

lave  provoked  Rkhie^  but  more  especially  when  he 
*  a  double  quart  of  Canary  and  better  in  his  pate, 
was  about  to  give  a  ipenr  tough  anewer,  and  p 
hie  word  by  action,  when  a  doesr  view  of  his 
,.aist  changed  hie  mirpose. 
_  ou  are  the  vera  lad  m  the  wa^ld»  «aid  Richie, 
'wbapal  moot  wiehed  to  meetr" 
"ijid  you,"  answered  the  strM«Mr,.J*fr  m  of 
rmr  bmvly  countrymen,  are  tba  last  sii^t  I  sboiUd 
Rv  vnsh  to  see*  YottSc9ta,areeverfi|iraad,fiilse. 
m  an  honest  man  cannot  thrive  within  oyeahot  or 

t^As  to  oar 
Memnpic 

E» Ub  friend  as  evM^b«tin~BiigKsh  doublet'* 

te^I  cam  not  whether  he  does  or  not"  said  the  gal- 
L  "  Let  me »D:— why  keep  you  hold  of  my  drak ? 
'  me  go,  or  I  wiD  thrust  you  into  the  keimeL'* 


turn 


'Because  It  IS  a 
ehia.  "N^ 


OU]  and  Heaven*|i  curse blii^t  the 
to  raise  them^^Wby  do 


you  atop  mp 


oney  Master  Jenkin,'*  said  R»^ 


.unamer      . 
his  clenched  fist 
"  Goms^  corae^"  aud  Rv*h^  "  this  pasgKNi 


J)0I 


ayaOsth 


A  YiJt 


then  are  woree  places  »  thiq  mreat  aty  than  the  D^f 
vil  Tavern  i  aad  I  care  not  if  I  gp  tbther  wiljh  yoii» 
and  bestow  a  pottle  of  burnt  sack  on  vour-tt  n 
rect  the  crudities  of  my  stomach,  and  foim  a 
pieparative  for  the  kg  of  a  pold  pullet' ' 


COTr 

)PUv 


§m^ 


X.PttifX^  m  good  fosbion,  to  let  me  jul"  aaid 
Jenkin.  "You  may  mean  me  kindly,  and  I  wish 
you  to  have  ao  wrong  at  my  hand  i  but  I  am  in  thg 
humour  to  bedangarona  to  myael^  or  any  one." 
^^I  wiU  abide  the  iSl"  aaid  tW Scot,  "if  yqa  wiU 
but  come  widi  me ;  ana  hero  ia  a  plaee  convenient,  a 
howfTnearer  than  the  Pevil,  whilk  ie  butan  itt-omenr 
ed  drouthy  name  for  a  tavern.  This  odier  of  the 
Saint  Andrew  is  a  quiet  plaoe,  wh«gp  t  have  ta*en 
my  whetK 


rhup  [ , 

- ^..wtSLonlQlenvarlQch. 

—What  the  ded*a  the  matter  wi*  t|ie  man,  gVf'd  bim 
gie^sic  a  epang  as  that,  and  sUnaist  biougoit  bunpsv 


etter  now  and  the 
urhood.of  the  Temp] 


and  me  on  the 

"JDoi 
Jin  Vin, 


not  name  that  falae  Sect's  nsme  to  I 

^ H  "  »f  you  would  not  have  me  go  mad  I— I  was 

happy  biefore  I  saw  him-'fae  haa  been  the  ommc  of  all 
the  ia>that  hM  befallen  mo--he  hae  made  a  knave 


and  a  msduiaa  of  me f ' 

*  If  you  are  a  knave."  said  Richie^  "yott  ha^ 
MB  oflker-if  you  are  daft,  fmi  have  met  «  k< 
but  a  gentle  officer  and  a  kind  keeper.    LmiI 
fnend,  there  has  )mn  twenty  thiiig 


my 


gaSe.i 
utthis 


tveipst 

jeepert 

LMkyOft 

things  said 


atK>ut  this  aaaie  lord,  in  whi^the/e  isne  more  truth 
than  in  the  I 


„  of  Mshound.  Thewacst  they 
can  aav  of  bun )%  that  he  is  not  always  sp  pmenable 
to  good  advice  as  I  wculd  pray  bii%  youb  and  wm 
young  nm  <«iH  Cone  wi;m«---jMst  come  »ew? 
ONii  and,  u  a  little  speU  of  mImt  and  a  grast  deal  of 
aiFeeiUen^  counsel  can  velicve  your  oectinoiia,  aU  I 
can  say  ts,  you  have  bad  the  Ium  to  meet  one  oepaus 
of gniiig  yo^  both,  and  roaiat  wiltoig  to  toto^ 

The  peronacity.of  the  Soot  pievaijed  over  the  m^ 
lenness  of  Vmcent^who  was  mdeed  m  a  state  qfup- 
tation  afl4  iliMpacity  to  think  Ifor  himpflft  wbi^  ted 
him  to  firtd  the  mQK,i>»dily  to  ,<be  eqoBes^ioQs  U 
another.    He  sufiered  himaeu  to  be  dmgaM  into  th^ 

SaU  taveni  which  Richie  waomnmde^  gad  where 
ysoon.found  thsmaalM  ssatedmaswg  nioli^ 
h  a  rael|ing  pottle  «r  burnt  sack,  and  a  paper.  <|k 
SHgsf  Wwwt  tfaena.  Fipsa  and  tobjaMO  were  ate 
provided,  but  wcie  only  uaed  by  Ridue,.  who,hid 
adopted  the  oustoaaof  late,  as.adding  cenaidcnbbr  to 
the  gravity  wA  importaBceof  hia  manner,  mm  mmh 
mft  aa  it  were,  a  blaini  and  sfmpt  aooompuff 
ment  torn  worda  of  wiMom  which  Coved  from  his 
topgii^  After  they  had  filled  theuridasasa and dMB^ 
them,  u)  silencek  Riobi^  iepeat«d  the  qweetiso,  woh 
ther  his  guest  was  gomg  whea  my  m^  90  Ibrtg- . 

^^^told  jrou,"  laid  Jenkia,  *;i  wm  fBoing  to  da- 
'^V  ""^  -  ^  J'^FHPfHiopB,  ram  nr* 


^.^ iedme froai  n^pnih 

Dosoi^ut  I.spurned  him  frmn  me— ytm  may  beano 
ther  for  what  I  know.— What  degme  of  .damn 
do  you  proposs  for  msi"  he  added  wild)/,  "  and 
IB  the  price  of  lit" 


^andwfag 


t8l 


TBB  fUKlTlNKS  W  NIOBL. 


rCiuy.XZXf. 


•**  I  Vraidd  htre  yda  to  know,**  answered  Richie 
**  that  I  deal  in  Ao  aueh  oAmmoditiea,  whether  as 
biqrer  or  seller.  But  if  you  will  tell  me  honestly  the 
eause  of  yoor  distress,  iwill  do  what  is  iany  power 
to  help  you  out  of  it,-^ot  bang,  howerer,  prodifsal  of 


promises,  until  I  know  the  case ;  as  a  learned  physi- 
cian pnly  fi^es  adyioe  when  he  has  observed  the 


any  thmff  to  do  with  myaffsira,'* 

said  the  poor  lad ;  and  fokmig  his  arms  on  the  tables 
he  laid  his  head  upon  them,  with  the  suU^ 
of  the  oferburdened  lama,  when  it  throws  ii 
to  die  in  desperation. 
Bichie  Moniptiesi  like  moat  folk  who  haye  a  good 
'on  of  tbemSelTeSi  was  fond  of  the  task  of  con- 


nutabifity  of  hnman  afflurs-'Che  emment  adrantam 
t>f  patience  under  aflictioR— Che  folly  of  griering  for 
what  hath  no  remedy— the  necessity  of  takmg  more 
eare  for  the  Aituie,  and  some  gentle  rebukes  on  ac- 
count of  the  past^  which  acid  he  threw  in  to  assist  in 
attbdoin((  the  patient's  obstinacy,  as  Hannibal  used 
vinegar  m  cutting  his  wst  thrtnigh  rocks.  It  was 
not  m  human  nature  to  endure  this  flood  of  common- 
plaes  ekiquence  in  silence ;  and  Jin  Vin,  whethw  de- 
sirous of  stopping  the  flow  of  words  crammed  thus 
hito  his  ear,  ^'against  the  stomach  of  his  sensCi"  or 
whether  confiding  in  Richie's  protestations  of  fnend- 
shia  whidi  the  wretched,  says  Fielding,  are  ever  so 
reedy  to  bebeve,  or  whether  merely  to  give  his  sor- 
rows vent  in  words,  raised  his  head,  ana  turning  his 
red  and  swollen  eyes  to  Richie— 

**  Cocksbone^  man,  only  hold  thy  tongue^  and  thou 
Shalt  know  all  about  it,— and  then  all  I  ask  of  thee  is 
to  shske  hands  and  part— This  Maigaret  Ramsay, 
-*you  have  seen  her,  roan  T 

**Once,"  said  Richia,  ''onceL  at  Master  Oeorge 
Heriot's,  in  Lombard  Street— I  was  in  the  room 
when  they  dined." 


would  not  be  uieir  loDg'hstrod  ccrtuiien  would  n^ 
theno,  1  irow.»»* 

*'  Hout  tout,  man,"  said  Richie,  **  mmd  where  Ae 
Stewarts  come  flrais^  and  never  think  they  wobU 
want  spears  or  claymores  cither ;  but  leaving  m 
matters,  whilk  are  perilous  to  spesk  on,  I  sayoare 
more/  what  is  yoar  concern  in  all  this  matter  r* 

'*  What  is  it  r*  said  Jenkin ;  **  why,  have  I  not  ted 
on  Peg-a-Ramsav  to  be  mv  trne  lov&  firom  the  dsf 
I  came  to  her  okffethei's  shop  Y  and  have  I  not  e» 
ried  her  pattens  and  luv  chopines  for  three  years,  asd 
borne  her  prayer-book  to  churoh,  and  brushed  the 
cushion  for  her  to  kneel  down  opon,  and  dkl  sheeia 


say  me  nay  T' 
**  I  see  no  CI 


cause  she  had,"  eaid  Richie,*' if  die  As 

of  such  small  services  were  aU  that  ye  proflerad.  Ak 
man !  there  are  few— very  few,  either  of  fods  er  at 
wise  men,  ken  how  to  guide  a  woman." 

**Why.  dkl  I  not  serve  her  at  the  risk  of  »  fret- 
dom,  and  very  nigh  at  the  risk  of  my  nockl  Did  she 

not— no,  it  was  ntft  her  neither,  but  that ^ 

beldam  whom  she  caused  to  work  upon 

made  me  like  a  fool  to  turn  myself  into  a  « 

to  h^  my  lord,  and  a  pl{«ne  to  him,  down  to  ScoIp 
landl  and  instead  of  going  peaceably  down  to  ili 
ship  at  Gravesend,  did  not  he  rant  and  bidir,  wad 
show  his  pistols^  snd  make  me  land  him  at  Gnsi^ 
wich,  where  he  played  some 


^  Ay,  you  helped  to  shift  their  trenchers,  I 
her."  said  Jin  vm.    **  Well,  that  same  pretty  giri— 


WW)      aiUU  «U1    Till.  TT  _     , . ,     „ 

and  I  will  uphold  her  the  prettiest  betwixt  Paul's  and 
the  Bar— she  is  to  he  wedded  to  your  Lord  Glenvar- 
loclvwith  a  pestilence  on  him  !*' 

**That  is  impossible,"  said  Richie i  ** it  is  faying 
nonsense,  man— they  make  April  gouks  of  you  oock- 
neys  every  month  in  the  year-^The  Lord  Olenvarloch 
many  die  daughter  of  jl  Lonnon  mechanic  1 1  would 
as  soon  believe  the  great  Prester  John  would  marry 
the  dauiditer  of  a  Jew  packman." 

'*  Hafk  ye,  brother,"  said  Jin  Ym,  *4  will  allow  no 

**  I  eiava  yoor  paraon,  man— I  msani  no  oflenoe." 
•aal  Riehisi  "  but  as  to  the  mairiagsb  it  Is  a  thing 


'vimply  impqssibls." 

'*  It  is  a  thhiff  that  will  take  place,  though,  for  the 
Duke  and  the  Princcb  and  all  of  them,  have  a  finger 
initi  and  eepeeially  the  okl  fool  of  a  Sng;  that 
nakes  her  out  to  he  some  great  woman  in  her  own 
country,  as  all  the  Scota  pretend  to  be,  you  know." 
'  **  Master  Vincent,  but  that  you  are  under  alBic- 
I,"  sski  the  consoler,  ofitoded  on  his  part,  **  I 
.  .aid  near  no  national  reflections." 

The  afflicted  youth  apologized  hi  his  turn,  hut  as- 
•erted,  **  it  was  true  that  the  Kmg  aaid  Peg-a-Ram- 
say  was  some  fsr-off  sort  of  noblewoman  s  and  that 
-he  had  taken  a  great  interest  m  the  match,  and  had 
lun  about  like  an  old  gander,  cackling  about  Peggie 
met  smoe  he  had  seen  her  m  hose  and  doublet— and 
^0  wonder,"  added  poor  Vin,  with  a  deep  sigh. 

**  Th»  may  be  aUSrue,"  raid  Rich^'^ough  it 
ftottidB  strsM  m  my  earst  but,  man,  yon  shoiild 
Mt  speak  evil  of  dSgnitiss— Curse  not  the  KniA  Jen- 
tfn  I  not  even  in  thy  bedchamber— stone  walls  have 
aais— no  one  haa  a  right  to  know  that  better  than  I." 

*  I  do  not  oorse  the  fooKsh  old  man,"  said  Jenkin ; 
*  but  I  woiild  have  them  carry  things  a  peg  lower.— 
K  they  were  to  see  on  a  plain  field  thirty  thousand 
•aueh  pikea  as  1  have  seen  in  the  artiUenr  gutlena,  it 


helped  both  him  and  me  into  the ' 

*^  Aha  P*  aaid  Richie,  throwing  more  than  hia  i,... 
wisdom  into  his  looks;  ^  ao  vou  were  the  greeoHaiEk- 
eted  waterman  that  rowed  Lord  Glenvarioch  dvai 
the  river?" 

•  **  The  more  fool  I.  that  did  not  aouae  him  m  ii 
Tfaamea,"  said  Jenkui;**and  I  was  the  lad  Ag 
would  not  confess  one  word  of  who  or  wbat  liaa 
though  they  threatened  to  make  me  hug  the  DilMr 
EieteHs  daughter."t 

"  Wha  is  Sie.  manr  aaM  Riduei  «  she  w^ 

an  ill-feshioned  jpiece,  if  you're  so  much  afraiidK 

and  she  come  or  such  high  kin."  r^ 

**  I  mesn  the  reck— the  reek,  man,"  said  kfk 

'*  Where  were  you  bred  that  never  henid  «wi 


Duke  of  Rioter's  dainhter?    But  all  the 

ducheases  in  Englandoould  have  got  nothing  sBiA 
me— so  the  troth  came  out  some  other  way,  viX 
was  set  fiee.— Home  I  nn.  thmking  mynelf  eni^  * 
the  cleverest  and  happiest  fellows  m  the  ward  Md 
she— she— she  wanted  to  pay  me  with  mmuf  for  li 
mv  true  service!  and  ahe  tpokt  so  sweetly  sad  • 
coldly  at  the  aame  time^  I  wished  myself  hi  theie^ 
est  dungeon  of  the  Tower— I  wished  they  had  ndii 
me  to  death  before  I  heard  this  ScottialiiiiaB  waa  • 
chouse  me  out  of  my  sweetheart  f 

"  But  are  ye  sure  ye  have  lost  herT*  said  RkUs; 
**  it  sounds  strange  m  my  eare  that  my  Lovd  Glen- 
varloch  should  many  the  daughter  of  a  dealer,'^ 
though  there  are  uncouth  marriagea  made  in  Loodoi^ 
rU  allow  that." 

*' Why,  1  tell  you  this  lord  was  no  aoenerefear  af 
the  Tower,  than  he  and  Master  George  HerioceoBsia 
to  make  proposals  for  lier,^with  the  King'B  aaaeH^ 
and  what  notj  and  fine  fejr-day  nrospecta  of  OoaB 
favour  for  this  lord,  for  he  haa  not  an  aeas  «l 
land." 

"  Wen,  and  what  said  the  auld  watch-nakerr , 
aaid  Richie;  **was  he  ndt  as  might  wed  beseem  iiiiii 
ready  to  loin>  out  of  his  skin-case  for  very  k^  T*       j 

**  Be  muhipued  auc  figures  progresavefy,  sndi^; 
ported  the  product— then  gave  his  consent.*  j 

"And  what  dkl  you  do  f  J 

"  I  rushed  into  the  streets,"  said  tha  poor  M 


**  with  a  bummg  heart  and  a  hkiad-ahot  eyv— •■! 
where  did  I  first  find  myself  but  with  that  beliM^ 
Mother  Suddlechop— and  what  did  she  propose  iaife% 
but  to  take  the  road  1**  ^ 


•  CtafBBdoQ  nnaikt.  Out 
erelM  of  Um  einnoi  wsimh 


OfilM 

-     BSfalilL_ 

ofdtedv.   KotfSr 

Uwtattle  of  Nrwtiaiy  ai3 

-_ n  to  kMp  "^^ ■" —  -" 

•pita  of  the  rapeaiid  ebaift  oTlbe  fl 

sallntoanlien. 
t  ▲  pvUoiIaripNaM  of  nek,  awd  at  tboTtiPersf 

wMMoalled. 


oWl , 

apoa  it  bj  Um 
KebitiiaiprMtioe 
havt  eoiMod  tlw 


noMUesoMio 
eoaM,«fUw%at 
Londoafln  to  k 


nqS  FQRtUNBS  W  KIGEb. 

what  mumI" 


(^A».  XXXVl.] 

"  Take  the  road,  maa? 
Rjchie. 

**^feii  Bi  a  clerk  to  Saint  Nicholas— as  a  high* 
Mrayman,  uke  Poina  and  Peto,  and  the  good  fellowi 
in  the  play— and  who  think  you  was  to  be  my  cap- 
tmin  IMbr  ebe  had  the  whole  out  eze  I  could  neak  to 
her— I  £uicy  she  took  silence  for  content,  and  thought 
Doe  damned  too  unutiferabljr  to  have  one  thought 
left  that  favoured  of  redemption— who  waa  to  be  my 
qaptaini  but  the  knave  that  you  eaw  me  cudgel  at 
the  onunary  when  you  waited  on  Lord  GleuTanocbi 
a  oowardly,  aharking,  thieviah  bully  about  town  here^ 
ivhom  they  call  Colepepper."  , 

*•  Oolepeppei^-umpn-H[  know  aomewhat  of  that 
■maik,"  aaai  Richie : '*  ken  ye  by  ony  chance  where 
he  may  be  heard  of;  naeter  JenkinT— ye  wad  do  me 
a  ainoere  service  to  tell  me.** 

**  Why,  he  Uvea  something  obscurely,"  answered 
the  apprentiice,  **on  account  ofauspicion  of  some  vil- 
lany^  believe  that  horrid  murder  in  Whitefriars,  or 
aome  such  matter.  But  I  might  have  heard  all  about 
him  fiom  Dame  Suddlechop,  for  she  spoke  of  my 
meeting  him  at  Enfield  Chase,  with  aome  other  good 
idlo  wai  to  do  a  robbery  on  one  that  goea  northward 
with  a  8  tors  of  treasure." 

**  And  you  did  not  agree  to  this  fine  project  T'  said 

**  I  cursed  her  for  a  has,  and  came  away  abont  my 
tnsineaa,"  answered  Jenkin. 

**Ay,  and  what  said  she  to  that,  mani  That 
would  startle  her,"  said  Riehie. 

^  Not  a  whit.  She  laughed,  and  said  she  was  in 
M,"  answered  Jenkin ;  *^  out  I  know  the  she-devil*s 
hitiirom  her  earnest  too  well  to  be  taken  in  that  way. 
mt  ahe  knows  I  would  never  betray  her." 

"  Betray  her !  No,"  replied  Richie ;  "but  are  ye  m 
a&y  ahape  bound  to  this  birkie  Peppercull,  or  Cole- 
pepper,  or  whatever  they  call  him,  that  ye  suld  let 
flim  do  a  robbery  on  the  Honest  gentleman  that  is  tra- 
velling to  the  north,  and  may  be  a  kindly  Scot,  for 
what  we  know  1" 

"  4y— ^ing  home  with  a  load  of  English  money," 
said  Jenkm.  *'  But  be  he  who  he  will,  they  may  rob 
the  whole  world  an  they  list,  for  I  am  robbed  and 
rained." 

RicUe  fiBed  up  his  friemTs  cup,to  the  brim,  and  in- 
sisted that  he  should  drink  what*  he  called  "clean 
caop  out"  **  This  love,"  he  said.  *'  ia  but  a  baimly 
matter  lor  a  brisk  young  fellow  like  yourself  Maater 
Jenkin.  And  if  ye  must  needs  have  a  whimsy, 
though  I  thmk  it  would  be  safer  to  venture  on  a  staid 
womanly  body,  why;  here  be  as  bonny  lasses  in  Lon- 
don aa  this  Peg-a-Ramsay.  Ye  need  not  sigfi  sae 
deeply,  for  it  is  very  true— there  ia  as  good  fiah  m  the 
aea  as  ever  came  out  of  it.  Now  wherefore  should 
yoo,  who  are  as  bridi  and  trig  a  young  fellow  of  your 
Dchea  as  the  aun  needs  to  shme  on— wherefore  need 
yon  sit  moping  thw  wav,  and  not  try  aome  bold  vray 
to  better  your  fortune  1" 

"  I  tell  you.  Master  Moniplies,"  said  Jenkin,  *  I  am 
as  pour  as  any  Scot  among  you— I  have  broke  my 
bdenturev  and  I  think  of  running  my  country." 

"  A-well-a-day r*  said  Richie;  "but  that  maunna 
ba  man— I  ken  woeL  by  sad  experience,  that  poortith 
takes  awajr  pith,  and  the  man  sits  full  still  that  has  a 
\  rent  in  his  hreeks.*  But  courage,  man  {  you  have 
^served  me  heretofore,  and  I  will  serve  you  now.  If 
f  ]fOu  will  but  bring  me  to  speech  of  this  same  Captain, 
I  It  shall  be  the  best  day*8  work  you  eVer  did." 

"I  guess  where  you  areu  Master  Richard-^you 
would  sav^  your  countryman^s  long  purse,"  said  Jen- 
>  kin.  **  I  cannot  see  how  that  should  advantage  me, 
^  bat  I  reck  not  if  I  should  bear  a  band.  I  hate  that 
f  braggart,  that  bloody-minded,  cowardly  bully.  If  you 
ttn  get  me  mounted,  I  care  not  if  1  show  you  where 
ftthe  dame  told.me  I  should  meet,  him— but  you  must 
band  to  the  mk,  for  though  he  is  a  coward  himself, 
n  know  he  will  have  more  than  one  stout  fellow  with 
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*  Thit  elonnt  meeli  wu  made  bjr  the  Eftrl  of  Doadu, 

after  beiBg  wounded  and  made  priMnerat  Uie  battle 


ta,calted 


,  "  We'll  have  a  warrant,  man,"  said  Rkhie,#*  aD4 
the  hue  and  cry,  to  boot" 

"  We  will  have  no  audi  thing,"  said  Jenkin,  **  if  I 
am  to  go  with  you.  I  am  not  the  lad  to  betraying  air 
one  to  the  harman-beck.  Tou  must  do  it  by  manhoo) 
if  I  am  to  go  with  you.  I  am  sworn  to  cutter's  law« 
and  will  sell  no  man's  blood." 
.  "  Aweel,"  said  Richie, "  a  vnlful  man  muat  havehit 
way;  ye  must  think  that  I  was  bom  end  bred whev^ 
cracked  crowns  were  plentier  than  whole  ones.  Be- 
sides, I  have  two  noble  fHends  here.  Master  Lowest 
toficrof  the  Temple,  and  his  oouain  Master  Ruwwoodi 
that  will  blithely  be  of  so  gallant  a  party." 

"  I^westofle  and  Ringwood  l"  said  Jenkin  t  "  th^r 
are  both  bravd  gallantsr— they  will  be  sure  oompaiqr* 
Know  you  where  they  are  to  he  found  7" 

**  Ay,  marry  do  I,"  replied  Richie.  "  They  are  faat 
at  the  cards  and  dice,  nil  the  ama'  hours,  I  warrant 
thcin." 

"  They  are  i^entlemen  of  truat  and  honour,"  said 
Jenkin,  ^  and  if  they  advisa  it,  I  will  try  the  adven* 
ture.  Go,  try  if  you  can  bring  them  hither,  since  yo« 
have  so  much  to  say  with  them.  We  muat  not  be  sesii 
abroad  together.— I  know  not  how  it  ia,  Master  Mo- 
niplies," continued  he,  as  hia  countenance  brightened 
up.  and  while,  in  hia  turn,  he  filled  the  cupe,  ^*  boll 
feel  my  heart  something  hghter  anoe  I  have  thom^ 
of  this  matter." 

**  Thus  it  is  to  have  counsellors.  Master  Jenkin," 
said  Richie;  "  and  truly  I  hope  to  hear  you  aay  that 
your  heart  la  as  light  aa  a  lavrock'a,  and  that  btfoit 
you  are  many  daya  aulder.  Never  smile  and  ahAka 
your  head,  but  mmd  what  I  tell  you— and  bide  hen 
m  the  meanwhile,  till  I  go  to  seek  these  gallanta.  t 
warrant  you,  cart-ropea  would  not  hold  them  back 
firom  such  a  ploy  as  I  shall  propose  to  them." 

CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

The  Uiieveahaireboand  the  traa  dmb— Now,  ooald  choaaaai 
rob  Uie  thievee,  and  fo  menily  to  London. 

Bimry  XV^,  part  L 

Thb  sun  was  high  upon  the  gladea  of  Enfield 


on  foot,  although  itt  riding  apparel,  aaantered  alow! 
up  one  of  the  long  alleya  which  were  cut  throoi 
the  park  for  the  oonvemence  of  the  huntera.    The 
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park  for  the  oonvemence  of  the  huntera.    TImv 

only  attendant  waa  a  page,  who,  riding  a  Spaniah 


Jennet,  which  seemed  to  bear  a  heavy  doak-bac,  fol- 
lowed them  at  a  respectfiil  distance.  The  female^  at- 
tired in  all  the  fantastic  finery  of  the  period,  with 


«f  flhrawabeiy,  wliere 

"  Hia  well  labourinf  aword 
Bad  Uuee  timaa  alaia  Uie  aemblamx  of  tbe  Kiog.l 


more  than  the  usual  quantity  of^bugles^  flounces,  ai^d 
trimminga,  and  holding  her  fan  ef  ostnoh  feathera  m 
one  hand,  and  her  riding-mask  of  black  velvet  in  the  , 
other,  aeemed  anzbus,  by  all  the  little  coquetry  prao* 
tiaed  on  such  occasions,  to  secure  the  notice  of  her 
comimnion,  who  aometimea  heard  her  prattle  vrithout 
seeming  to  attend  to  it,  and  at  other  times  interrupted 
his  train  of  graver  reflectiona,  to  reply  to  her. 

"  Nay,  but,  my  k>rd— my  lord,  you  walk  ao  feat. 
you  will  leave  me  behind  you.— Nay,  I  will  have  hold 
of  your  arm,  but  how  to  manaae  with  my  maak  and 
my  fan  7  why  would  you  not  let  me  bring  my  wait- 
ing-gentlewoman to  fellow  us,  and  hold  my  thingal 
But  see,  I  will  put  my  fan  in  my  girdle,  aohl—and 
now  that  I  have  a  hand  to  hold  you  with,  you  ahall 
not  run  away  from  me."  .  ' 

**  Come  on,  then,"  answered  the  gallant,  **  and  let 
us  walk  apace,  since  you  would  not  be  persuaded  to 
stay  with  your  gentlewoman,  as  you  call  her,  and 
with  the  rest  of  the  baggage.— You  may  perhapa  aee 
that,  though,  you  will  kiot  like  to  see." 

She  took  hold  of  his  arm  accordinriy  i  but  as  ho 
continued  to  walk  at  the  same  pace,  she  shortly  let 
aa  her  hold,  exclaiming  that  he  had  hurt  her  band. 
The  cavalier  stepped,  and  looked  at  the  pretty  hand 
and  arm  which  she  showed  him,  with  exdamatipiM 
against  his  cruelty.  '*  I  dare  aay,"  she  said,  banng 
her  wrist  and  apart  of  her  arm,  "  it  is  all  black  and 
blue  to  the  very  elbow." 

"  I  dare  say  you  are  a  ailly  little  fool."  said  the 
cavalier  carelessly  kissing  the  aggrieved  arm;  '*it 
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'  k  pv!k  a  prettt  inctmAte  iviiich  seta  off  the  blue 

*  my*  nrr  lord,  now  it  is  you  are  sflljr,"  answered 
Ilia  dame ;  **  but  i  am  e^lad  I  can  make  you  speak  and 
WB«h  on  any  terms  this  rngmmg.  I  am  sure,  if  I  did 
msiBt  on  foaowing  you  into  the  forest,  it  was  all  for 
the  sake  of  diverting  you.  I  am  better  oonq)any  than 
^0ur  page.  I  trow.-^And'  now,  tell  me,  these  pretty 
llihigs  wiUi  bornA,  be  they  not  deer  7'* 

**  Eren  such  they  be^  Nelly,"  answered  her  neglect- 
ilil attendant  ^^   , 

•  **  And  what  cam  the  great  folk  do  with  so  maliy  of 
them,  foreoothT* 

'  **  They  send  them  to  the  dt^,  Kelt,  where  wise  men 
make  YeniBoli  pasties  of  thev  flesh,  and  wear  thefr 
horrs  for  tropmes,"  answered  Lord  Dalgamo,  whom 
Mir  leader  has  ahnady  recognised. 
'  '*Nay,  now  you  laugh  at  me,  my  lord,''  answered 
Jiis  companion ;  *'  but  Iknow all  about  venison,  what- 
iiver  you  may  think,  I  always  tasted  it  once  a-year 
When  we  dined  with  Mr.  Da)uty,"  she  continued,  sad- 
ly, as  a  sense  of  her  degradatioU  stole  across  a  mind 
Mwildered  with  vanity  and  foilv,  "though  he  would 
not  speak  to  me  now,  if  we  met  together  in  the  nar- 
rowest lane  in  the  Ward !" 

*"  1  warront  he  would  not,"  said  Lord  Dalgamo, 
^because  thou,  Nell,  wouldst  dash  him  with  a  single 
.  look ;  for  I  trust  thou  hast  more  spirit  than  to  throw 
away  words  on  soch  a  fellow  as  he?" 

*  Who,  1 1"  said  Dame  Nelly.  "Nay,  I  scorn  the 
Modd  pnncoz  too  much  for  that.  Do  you  know,  he 
made  all  the  folk  in  the  Ward  stand  cap  m  hand  to 
haa.  my  poor  old  John  Christie  and  all  T  Here  her 
fteoollection  began  to  overflow  at  her  eyes. 

**  A  plague  on  vour  whimpering,"  said  Dalgamo, 
somewhat  harshly.— *•  Nay,  never  look  pale  for  the 
matter,  Nell.  I  am  not  ancry  with  you.  you  simple 
fool.  But  what  would  you  have  me  toink,  when  you 
are  eternally  looking  back  upon  your  dungeon  yon- 
liir  by  the  nver.  which  smelt  of  pitch  and  old  cheese 
worse  than  a  Welshman  does  or  onions,  and  all  this 
when  I  am  taking  you  down  to  a  castle  as  fine  as  is 
HI  Fairy  Land!" 

.  •*  Shall  we  be  there  to-night,  my  lord  t"  said  Nelly, 
drying  her  tears. 

•  "  To-night,  Nelly  ?— no,  nor  this  night  fortnu?ht." 

'  **  Now,  the  Lord  be  with  us.  and  keep  us !— But  shall 
We  not  go  by  sea,  my  lord7"~I  thought  everybody 
eame  from  Scotland  by  sea.  I  am  sive  Lord  Glen- 
*rarloch  and  Richie  Moniplies  came  up  by  sea." 

•  *•  There  is  a  wide  difl'erence  between  coming  up  and 
foing  down,  Nelly,"  answered  Lord  Dalgamo. 

**  And  so  there  is,  for  certain,"  said  his  simple  com- 
l^nion.  "  Butyet  I  think  I  heard  people  speaking  of 
ttohig  down  to  Scotland  by  sea,  as  well  as  coming  up. 
Are  you  well  avised  of  the  way  7— Do  you  think  it 
possible  we  can  go  by  land,  my  sweet  lord  T* 

**It  is  but  trying,  my  sweet  ladv,"  said  Lord  Dal- 

Kmo.    "  Men  say  England  and  Scotland  are  in  the 
me  island,  so  one  would  hope  there  may  be  some 
.  road  betwixt  them  by  land." 

**I  shall  never  be  able  to  ride  so  far,"  said  the  lady, 
'  **  We  will  have  your  saddle  stuffed  softeri"  said  the 
lonh  "  I  tell  you  that  you  shall  mew  your  aty  slough, 
lind  change  from  the  caterpillar  of  a  paltry  fane  into 
the  butterfly  of  a  prince's  garden.  Yon  shall  have  as 
pany  tires  as  there  are  hours  in  the  day— as  many 
nandmaidens  as  there  are  days  in  the  week— as  many 
-tnenials  as  there  are  Weeks  in  the  year— and  you  shall 
Hde  a  hunting  and  hawking  with  a  lord,  instead  of 
wasting  upon  an  old  ship-chandler,  who  could  do  no- 
thmg  but  hawk  and  spit" 

"Ay,  but  you  will  make  me  your  lady  f*  said  Dame 
Nelly. 

_  "  Ay,  sutelr-what  elsef  replied  the  lord—"  My 
lady-love." 

**^Ay,  but  I  mean  your  lady-wife,"  said  Nelly. 

"Truly^  Nell,  in  that  I  cannot  promise  to  oblieeyon. 
Alady-wife,"  continued  Dalgamo,  "is  a  very  different 
•hing  from  a  lady-love." 

•  "I  heard  from  Mis.  Snddlechop,  whom  you  lodged 

8 e  with  since  I  left  poor  old  John  Christie,  that  Lord 
lenvarloch  is  to  marry  David  Ramsay  the  clock- 
Maker's  daughter? 


** There  is  much  Betwixt  the  cop  and  thel]p.T7dly 
I  wear  something  about  me  may  break  the  bam  of 
that  hopeful  alliance,  before  the  day  is  nutch  older," 
answered  Lord  Dalgamo. 

"Well,  but  my  father  was  as  good  a  man  «a  oU 
Davy  Ramsay,  and  as  well  to  pass  in  the  woiU,  Df 
lord  ;  and,  therefore,  why  sKuild  you  not  many  mel 
You  have  done  me  harm  enough,  I  trow— whereftn 
should  you  not  do  me  this  justice  T' 

"For  two  good  reasons,  Nelly.  Pate  pat  a  W 
band  on  yoti,  and  the  Kmg  passed  a  wife  upon  me,' 
answered  Lord  Dalgamo. 

"Ay,  my  lord,"  said  Nelly,  "but  they  remain  iA 
findand,  and  we  go  to  Scotland." 

"Thy  argument  is  better  than  thou  art  aware  ot" 
said  Loh)  Dalgamo.  "I  have  heard  Scottirfi  htw* 
yers  say  the  matrimonial  tie  may  be  unclasped  in  onf 
happy  country  by  the  g^tle  hand  of  the  ordinaiy 
course  of  law,  whereas  in  England  it  can  only  u 
burst  by  an  act  of  Parliament.  Well,  Nelly,  we  ^ 
look  into  that  matter :  and  whether  we  get  marnd 
again  or  no,  we  will  at  least  do  our  best  to  get  unmit- 
ned." 

"  Shall  we  indeed,  my  honey-sweet  lord  1  and  tba 

I  will  think  less  sbout  John  Christie,  for  hewiflmar- 
ry  aeam,  I  warrant  you.  fbr  he  is  well  to  paas  t  audi 
would  be  glad  to  thmk  he  had  somebody  txi  take  (art 
of  him  as  1  used  to  do,  poor  loving  old  man  I  Hew» 
a  kind  man,  though  he  was  a  score  of  years  older  thiii 

I I  and  I  hope  and  pray  he  will  never  let  a  yonng  m 
cross  his  honest  threshold  again  !'* 

Here  the  dame  was  once  more  much  incBned  togivi 
way  to  a  passion  of  tears;  but  Lord  Dalgamo oMh 
jured  down  the  emotion,  by  saying,  with  some  tspen* 
ty— "  I  am  weair  of  these  April  passions,  niyprett)^ 
mistress,  and  I  think  you  will  do  well  to  preserve foor 
tears  for  some  more  pressing  occa sion .  Who  mH  j 
what  tum  of  formnc  may  m  a  few  minutes  ouiir 
more  of  them  than  you  can  render  V* 

"  Goodness,  my  lord  I  what  mean  yon  by  aoA  tt- 
pressions?  John  Christie  (the  kind  heart:)  OKpto 
keep  no  secrets  from  me,  and  I  hope  your  loratlui 
will  not  hide  your  counsel  from  me  T 

"  Sit  down  beside  me  on  this  bank,'^  said  tbe  im>; 
bleroan;  "I  am  bound  to  remain  here  far  a  sboft 
spac&  and  if  you  can  be  but  silent,  I  should  like  to 
spend  a  part  of  it  in  considering  how  far  I  can,  on  t« 
present  occasion,  follow  the  respectable  example 
which  you  recommend  to  me." 

The  t^nce  at  which  he  stopped  was  at  that  thne  nt- 
tie  more  than  a  mound,  panly  surrounded  by  a  ditch, 
from  which  it  derived  the  name  of  Camlet  Moat.  A 
few  hewn  stones  there  were,  which  had  escaped  the 
fare  of  many  others  that  had  been  used  in  htmaiiig 
different  lodges  in  the  forest  for  the  royal  kecpei*. 
These  vestiges,  just  sufflcfent  to  show  tnat  "hfj^ '" 
former  times  the  hand  of  man  had  been,"  moilteD  the 
ruins  of  the  abode,  of  a  once  illuefrious  bift  lon^-ior* 
gotten  family,  the  Mandevilles,  Earls  of  Ksscx,  b) 
whom  Enfield  Chsse  and  the  extenave  domairis  ad- 
jacent had  belonged  in  elder  days. ,  A  wild  woodland 
prospect  led  the  eye  at  various  points  thrqugh  broed 
and  seemingly  interminable  alloys,  which  meeting  it 
this  point  as  at  a  common  centre,  diverged  from  each 
other  as  they  receded,  and  had,  therefore,  been  select 
ed  by  Lord  Dalgamo  as  the  rendezvous  for  the  rom* 
bat.  which,  through  the  medium  of  Richie  Monipliee, 
he  had  oflTered  to  his  injured  friend.  Lord  Glenvar' 
loch.  ,^  ,  > 

"He  will  surely  come  T' he  said  to  hhnsclf;  "eow* 
ardice  was  not  wont  to  be  his  fault— at  least  he  wet 
bold  enough  in  the  Park.— Perhaps  yonder  churl  nuif 
not  have  carried  my  message  ?  But  no— he  is  a  sturdy 
knave — one  of  those  would  prize  their  master'a  honoui 
above  their  life.— Look  to  the  palfrey,  Ltitin,  and  aee 
thou  let  him  not  loose,  and  cast  thy  falcon  mn^ 
down  every  ayenue  to  mark  if  any  one  comes.— nu<* 
in^ham  has  undergone  my  rhallenge,  but  the  proua 
mmion  pleads  the  Itins's  paltrv  conmfiands  for  reft- 
sine  to  answer  me.  If  I  can  b'aflfle  this  Glcnvarkwi, 
or  slny  him— If  I  can  spoil  him  of  his  honour  orhij 
life.  T  shall  go  down  to  Scotland  wiihcrtjdit  sumoeai 
to  ftld  over  past  mischances.  I  know  my  dear  coun- 
trymen—they  never  quaixel  with  any  one  who  unm 
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tktm  brnne  eichar  gold  6r  martial  i^ory,  much  mdrs  If 
he  has  both  gold  anil  loiunela." 

As  hfl  thus  reflected,  and  6aUed  to  mind  the  diaepraoe 
arhich  ne  had  auflerea,  as  well  aa  the  cauaea  he  ima- 
gined for  hating  Lora  Olanvaiioch,  hia  countenance 
altered  under  the  influence  of  hia  contending  emotiona^ 
lo  the  tertor  of  N«lly,  irho,  aittin^  unnoticed  at  his 
feet^and  looking  anziooalf  in  mi  face,  beheld  the 
che%  kindle,  the  mouth  become  compresaed,  the  eye 
^ated,  and  the  whole  oonntenanoa  expraea  the  des- 
perate and  deadly  reaoltttion  of  one  who  awaits  an 
instant  and  dedanre  enoounter  with  a  mortal  enemy. 
The  lonelineaa  of  thie  place,  the  acenery  ao  different- 
from  that  to  which  alone  she  had  been  accustomed, 
the  dark  and  sombre  air  which  crept  so  suddenly  over 
the  counteoanca  of  her  aeduoer,  hii  oommand  unpo- 
'  mm  aiUnee  upon  her,  and  the  apparent  atran^^ness 
offais  conduct  in  idling  tCway  so  much  time  without 
any  obvious  cause,  when  a  journey  of  such  length  lay 
berorB  them,'  brought  atrange  thoughta  into  her  weak 
brain.  Bhe  had  read  of  women,  aeduced  from  their 
matrimonial  duties  by  aorcerera  allied  to  the  hellish 
powera,  nay,  by  the  Father  of  Evil  himael^  who,  after 
conTeying  hia  victun  into  some  desert  remote  from 
homan  kmd,  exchanged  the  pleaaing  shape  m  which 
he  gained  her  affections,  for  all  his  natural  horrora. 
She  chased  this  wihi  idea  away  aa  it  crowded  itself 
upon  her  weak  and  bewildered  imamnationx  yet  aho 
might  have  lived  to  see  it  realized  allegoricallY,  if  not 
bisially,  but  for  the  accident  which  presen  tly  followed. 

Tke  paoe,  whose  eyea  were  remarkably  acuie^  at 
tagcli  called  out  to  his  raaater,  pointing  with  his 
'  r  at  the  aame  tim^down  one  of  the  alleya,  that 
men  were  advancing  in  that  direction.  Lord 
^mo  started  up,  ana  shadina  his  eyes  with  his 
1,  gazed  eagerly  down  the  aUev;  when,  at  the 
wDia  inatant,  ha  received  a  ^t,  which,  nazing  his 
band,  passed  right  through  hia  brain«  and  laid  lum  a 
hfeleea  corpae  at  the  feet,  or  rather  across  the  lap,,  of 
the  unfortunate  victim  of  his  profligacy.  The  ooun- 
tenanoe,  whoae varied  expreasbn  she  had  bean  watch- 
ing for  the  laat  five  minutea,  waa  convulsed  for  an 
inatant,  and  then  stiffened  into  rigidity  for  ever. 
Three  ruffians  nished  from  the  brake  from  which  the 
ehot  had  been  fired,  era  the  amoke  was  dispersed. 
One,  with  many  nnprecationa|  aeixed  on  the  page ; 
another  on  the  femue,  upon  whoae  criea  he  strove  by 
tiie  moat  violent  threau  to  impose  silence;  whilst  the 
tfaM  be^an  to  tmdo  the  burden  from  the  page*a  horae. 
But  an  matant  reacoe  prevented  their  availmg  them- 
Mhrea  of  the  advantage  they  had  obtained. 

it  may  easily  be  auppoacd  that  Richie  Monipliea, 
having  aecureti  the  asaatanoe  of  the  two  Templars, 
ready  enoogh  to  join  in  any  thin^  which  promised  a 
Iray,  with  Jin  Vin  to  act  aa  theur  guide,  had  aet  ofi; 
gaflantly  mounted  and  well  armed7  under  the  belief 
that  they  would  reach  Camlet  Moat  before  the  rob- 
bsTB.  and  apprehend  them  in  the  foot.  They  had  not 
caleolated  that,  accordingr  to  the  custom  of  robbera  in 
other  countries,  but  oentrary  to  that  of  the  English 
bic^wuiyinen  of  those  days,  they  meant  to  ensure 
toobery  by  previous  murder.  An  accident  also  hap- 
pened to  delay  them  a  little  while  on  the  road.  In 
ridinK  through  one  of  the  glades  of  the  foreat,  they 
found  a  man  diamonnted  and  aitting  under  a  tree, 
groanmg  with  auch  bitterness  of  spirit,  that  Lowe- 
stofl'e  could  not  forbear  asking  if  he  waa  hurt. ,  In 
answer,  he  said  he  waa  an  unhappy  man  m  purauit  of 
hia  wile,  who  had  been  carried  off  by  a  villain ;  and 
aa  ha  raiaed  hia  countenance,  the  eyea  of  Richie,  to 
his  great  astoniahmaiit,  encountered  the  visage  of 
John  Christie.  ,      , 

**  Pbr  the  Almiiriity's  sake,  heh>  mej  Master  Moni- 
pliea !"  he  said ;  "  I  have  learned  my  wife  ia  but  a  abort 
mile  before,  with  that  black  villain  Lord  Dalgamo." 

*'Have  him  forward  by  all  meana^"  aaid  Lowe- 
atofle;  "a  second  Orpheus  seeking  hai  Eurydice!— 
Have  him  forward-we  will  aavo  Lord  Dalgarno's 
parse,  and  ease  him  o{  his  mistress— Have  him  with 
na,  were  it  bnt  for  the  variety  of  the  adventure.  I 
owe  his  lordship  a  grudge  for  rooking  me.  We  have 
ten  minutes  good  '^ 

But  it  is  dangerous  to  ealctda^  eloaely  in  mattere 
•f  hfo  anddca  ti.  In  a(l  probabifitv  the  tnmate  or  two 


which  was  lost  in  mounting  John  Christie  bcAund 
one  of  their  party,'migfat  have  saved  Lord  Da]garn# 
from  hia  fate.  Thua  hia  criminal  amour  became  tha 
indirect  cause  of  his  losing  his  life;  and  thus  *'our 
pleasant  vices  are  made  the  whips  to  scourge  us  "     i    . 

Hie  riders  arrived  on  the  field  at  full  gallop  the  mo^ 
ment  after  the  ihot  was  fired  t  and  Rieliie,  who  had 
hia  own  reasons  for  attaching  nimaelf  to  Colepepper, 
who  waa  bnatling  to  untie  the  portmanteau  from  the 
page's  saddle,  pushed  against  him  with  such  violenct 
aa  to  overthrow  him,  his  own  horse  at  the  aame  tima  • 
atumbling  and  dismounting  his  rider,  who  waa  none 
of  thefintequeatriana.  The  undaunted  Richie  imnio* 
diately  arose,  however,  and  grappled  with  the  ruffian 
with  such  gJDod-wilL  that,  though  a  atrong  fellow, 
and  though  a  coward  now  rendered  desperate^  Mon^ 


as  the  wounded 


pljea  got  nim  imdsr,  wrenched  a  I01I9  knife  from  hia 
hand,  dealt  him  a  desperate  atab  \vi\ 

pon,  and  leaped  on  hia  feet;  and,  

man  strugjgled  to  follow  his  example,  he  atruck.  hbn 
upon  the  nead  with  the  butt^^nd  of  a  muaketoon, 
which  last  blow  proved  fatal. 

"Bravo,  Richie !"  cried  Lowestoffe,  who  had  himself 
engaged  at  aword-point  with  one  of  the  ruffiana,  and 
aoon  put  him  to  night,— "  Bravo  I  why,  man,  there 
hea  Sm,  atruck  down  like  an  ox,  and  Iniquity'a  throat 
cut  like  a  calC" 

"I  know  not  why  you  shonki  upbraid  me  with  mf 
up-bringing^  Maater  Lowestoffe,''  anav^ered  Richie^ 
with  great  composure ;  "  but  I  can  tell  you,  the  sliam- , 
blcs  is  not  a  bad  place  for  training  one  to  thia  work." 

Ihe  other  Templar  now  shouted  loudly  to  them,— 
"  if  ye  be  men,  come  hither— here  lies  (.Ord  Dalgamo, 
muraered  1" 

Loweatoffe  aild  Richie  ran  to  the  spot,  and  the  page 
took  the  opportunity,  finding  himself  now  neglected 
on  all  handi,  to  ride  off  ui  a  c^ercnt  direction :  and 
neither  he,  nor  the  considerable  sum  with  which  h»  * 
horse  waa  burdened,  were  ever  heard  of  from  that 
moment. 

The  third  raffian  had  not  waited  the  attack  of  the 
Templar  and  Jin  Vin,  the  latter  of  whom  had  pat 
down  old  Christie  from  behind  him  that  he  might  ride 
the  lighter;  and  the  whole  five  now  stood  gazing  with 
horror  on  the  bloody  coipao  of  the  youn^  nobleman, 
and  the  wild  sorrow  of  the  female,  who  tore  her  hair 
and  shrieked  in  the  most  disconsolate  manner^  tmtil 
her  agony  was  at  once  checked,  or  rather  received  a 
new  £rectioif,  by  the  sodden  and  uneitoected  appear- 
ance of  her  misband,  who,  fixing  on  ner  a  oofa  and 
severe  look,  said,  in  a  tone  suited  to  his  mannei^*- 
**  Ay,  woman  1  thou  takest  on  aadly  for  the  loss  of  thy 
paramour."— Then,  looking  on  the  bloody  corpslb  of 
him  fi-om  whom  he  had  recdved  bo  d^  an  injury, 
he  repeated  the  solemn  words  of  Scripture,-^"  *  Ven- 
geance is  mines  saith  the  Lord,  and  I  will  repay  it.'— 
L  whom  thou  hast  injured,  will  be  first  to  render  thee 
the  decent  offices  due  to  the  dead." 

So  saying,  he  covered  the  dead  body  with  his  cloak, 
and  then  looking:  on  it  for  a  moment,  seemed  to  rs- 
flect  on  what  he  nad  next  to  perform.  As  the  eye  of 
the  injured  man  alowlv  passed  from  the  body  of  the 
seducer  to  the  partner  and  victim  of  his  crime,  who 
had  annk  down  to  hia  feet,  which  sheclsfcped  without 
venturing  to  look  up,  hia  features^  naturally  coarse 
and  saturnine,  assumed  a  dignity  of  expression  which 
overawed  the  young  Templars,  and  repulsed  the  offi- 
cious forwardness  of  Richie  Moniplies,  who  was  at 
firat  eager  to  have  thruat  in  hia  advice  and  opinion. 
"Kneel  not  to  me,  woman.''  he  aaid,  "but  kneel  to 
the  Ood  thou  hast  offended,  more  than  thou  oouldst 
offimd  such  anotberworm  aa  thyself.  Howofren  have 
I  told  thee,  when  thou  wert  at  the  gayest  and  the 
lighteat,  that  pride  goeth  before  destructbn,  and  a 
haughty  epirit  before  a  felP^Vamty  brought  follf, 
andf  ■    * 


onpnal 

and  deobiivj.  onw  mym.««.«y  •^/'^  —,'-. *? — •  •. — 

the  wiM  and  with  the  wicked;  and  there  thou  liest 
like  a  crushed  worm,  writhing  beside  the  lifeless  body 
of  thy  paramour.  Thou  hast  done  me  much  wrong— 
disbi;noured  me  among  friendflt-dnven  credit  fiH>m 
my  house,  and  peace  from  my  fireside— But  thou  wart 
my  fint  and  only  love,  and  1  will  not  see  fhce  an  «l- 
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La  c&fttmwav,  if  it  fieft  wjth  ria  to  prevent  it^Oende- 
ttiAi,  I  render  ye  such  thanka  &A  a  broken-hearted 
flnan  oan  giTe.— Richard,  commend  me  to  your  ho- 
nourable master.  I  added  gall  to  the  bitteroees  of 
his  affliotion,  but  I  waa  deluded.— 'RiBo  up,  woman, 
and  follow  me." 

He  raised  her  up  by  the  arm,  while,  with  stream- 
ing eyes,  and  bitter  sobs,  she  endesToured  to  ex- 
press h^  penitence.  She  kept  her  hands  spread 
^  over  her  face,  yet  suiTered  him  to  lead  her  away;  and 
it  was  only  as  they  turned  around  a  brake  which 
concealed  the  scene  they  had  left,  that  she  turned 
badL  and  casting  one  wild  and  Horned  glance  to- 
wards the  corpse  of  Dalcamo,  uttered  a  sniiek,  and, 
cKngiag  to  her  husbana's  arm,  exclaimed  wildly,— 
"  Save  me— save  me  I  They  have  murdered  him." 

LowestofTe  was  much  moved  by  what  he  had  wit^ 
nessed ;  but  he  was  aahamed,  as  a  town-gaUant,  of 
his  own  unfashionable  cTnotion,  and  did  a  force  to 
his  feelings  when  he  exclaimed,—"  Ay,  let  them  go— 
.  the  kind-hearted,  believing,  forgiving  husband— the 
'  (liberal,  accommodating  spouse.  O  what  a  generous 
crsature  is  your  true  London  husband !— Horns  hath 
he,  but,  tame  as  a  fatted  ox,  he  goreth  not  I  ahoold 
like  to  see  her  when  she  hsth  exchanged  her  mask 
■nd  riding-beaver  for  her  peaked  hat  and  muffler. 
We  will  visit  them  at  Paurs  Wharf;  cos— it  will  be  a 
oonvenient  acquaintance." 

"  You  had  better  think  of  catching  the  gipsjr  thief; 
Lutin,"  Said  Richie  Monipliesi  "  for,  by  mv  faith,  he 
b  off  with  his  master's  bajggage  and  the  siller. " 

A  keeper,  with  his  assmtants,  and  several  other 
persons,  had  now  come  to  the  spot,  and  made  hue 
and  cry  after  Lutin,  but  in  vain.  To  their  custody 
the  Templars  surrendered  the  dead  bodies,  and  af- 
.  «  ter  going  through  some  formal  investigation,  they 
returned^  with  Richard  and  Yincent,  to  London, 
where  tnev  received  great  applause  for  their  gallantry. 
— Vinoenrs  errors  were  easily  expiated,  in  oonndera- 
tion  of  his  havini^  been  the  means  of  breaking  up 
this  band  of  villains :  and  there,  is  some  reason  to 
think,  that  what  would  have  diminished  the  credit  of 
the  action  in  oth^  instances,  rather  added  to  it  in  the 
actual  circumstances,  namely,  that  they  came  too 
late  to  save  Lord  Dalgamo. 

George  Heriot,  who  suspected  how  matters  stood 
with  Vincent,  requested  and  obtained  permission  firom 
his  master  to  send  the  poor  young  fellow  on  sn  im- 
portant piece  of  business  to  Pans.  We  are  unable  to 
trace  his  fate  farther,  but  believe  it  was  prosperous, 
and  that  he  entered  into  an  advageous  partnership 
with  his  fellow-apprentioe,  upon  old  David  Ramsay 
retiring  from  business,  in  consequence  of  his  daugh^ 
.ter'a  marriage.  That  eminent  antiquarian^  Dr.  Dry- 
asdust, is  possessed  of  an  antique  watch,  with  a  silvet 
dial-plate,  the  mains|}ring  being  a  piece  of  co^t  in- 
stead of  a  chain,  which  bears  the  names  of  'Nnmcent 
and  Tunstall,  Merodry-Monitors. 

Master  Lowefttoffe  failed  not  to  vmdicate  his  cha- 
racter as  a  man  of  gayetv,  by  inquiring  after  John 
Christie  and  Dame  Nelly:  out  greatly  to  his  surprise, 
(mdeed  to  his  loss,  for  he  had  waserea  ten  pieces  that 
'  he  would  domesucste  himself  in  the  family,)  he  found 
the  good- will,  as  it  was  called,  of  the  shop,  was  sold, 
the  stock  auctioned,  and  the  late  proprietor  and  his 
wife  gone,  no  one  knew  whither.  The  prevailing  be- . 
lief  was,  that  they  had  emigrated  to  one  of  the  new 
settlements  in  America. 

Lady  Dalgamo  received  the  news  of  her  unworthy 
husband's  death  with  a  variety  of  emotions,  among 
which,  horror  that  he  should  have  been  cut  off  in  the 
mkidle  career  of  bis  profligacy,  was  the  most  promi- 
lunent  The  incident  greatly  deepened  her  melan- 
choly, and  iQjured  her  health,  already  shaken  by  pre-, 
viotts  circumstances.  Repossessed  of  her  own  for- 
tune by  her  husband's  death,  she  was  anxious  to  do 
>HStice  to  Lord  Olenvarloch,  by  treating  for  the  re- 
»very  of  the  mortgage.  But  the  scrivener,  having 
taken  fright  at  the  late  events,  had  ]e(t  the  eity  and 
absconded,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to  discover  into 
whose  hsnds  the  papers  had  now  passed.  Rjchard 
Moniplies  was  siloit,  for  his  own  reasons  {  the  Tem- 
plars, who  had  witnessed  the  transaction,  kept  the 
«H'/et  at  hia  request,  and  it  was  universally  believod 


ihett  the  scrivener  had  etiried  off  the  writiosi  do^ 
with  him.  We  may  here  observe,  that  fttn  wdw 
to  those  q{  Skurliewnitter  freed  London  for  e?crlRiB 
the  presence  of  Dame  Suddlechop,  who  ended  kor 
career  in  the  Raaihkaut,  (vis.  Bridewell,)  of  AwM- 
dam. 

The  stout  old  Lord  Hunlinfl^,  widi  a  hvm 
carriage  and  unmoistened  eye,  accompanied  thew 
ral  procession  of  his  only  son*  to  its  last  abode^iad 
perhaps  the  single  tear  which  fbll  at  length  optrntb 
coffin,  was  given  less  Co  the  fiite  of  the  iiidiTidi4 
than  to  the  eztinctbn  of  the  last  male  Df  hii  anaail 
race. 
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Um  arkt-ilwe  oomM  a  pitr  «r  MS 

vtmng*  lMMta.->Js  Fm  LU»  It, 

Ths  fashion  of  such  narratives  as  the  pnm, 
changes  like  other  earthly  things.  Tune  wu  ikt 
the  tale-teller  was  obliged  to  wiiod  up  his  story  byi 
circumstantial  description  of  the  weddiiig,  beddin&ai 
throwing  the  stocking^  as  the  grand  catastnuM  i» 
which,  through  so  many  drcmnstances  of  dovM  ni 
difficulty  he  had  at  iength  happily  oonducted  hitMii 
and  herome.  Not  a  eircnmstanoe  was  then  osutm 
from  the  manly  ardour  of  the  bridegroom,  aad  tM 
modest  bhishes  of  the  bride,  to  the  parson's  newi» 
plice^  and  the  silk  tabinet  mantua  of  thebrideaHi 
But  such  descriptions  are  now  discarded,  fiw  tbe iom 
reason,  I  suppose,  that  pubhc  marriages  aieiiokii| 
fashionable,  and  that,  instead  of  ealhng  together  tw 
friends  to  a  feast  and  a  d vice,  the  happy  conpliddpi 
in  a  solitarv  post-chaise,  as  secretly  as  if  thef  «Ml 
to  go  to  Cfretna-Green,  or  to  do  worse,  l^mut 
ungrateful  for  a  change  which  saves  an  asiboriK 
trouble  of  attempting  in  vam  to  give  a  new  eobsli 
the  common-phioe  description  or  such  mattoi)  M* 
notwithstanding,  I  find  myself  forced  upooit  ottj 
present  instance,  as  dreumstanoes  sometmKBoonM 
a  stranger  to  make  use  of  an  old  road  wkva  m 
been  for  some  time  shut  up.  The  experienced  nMt 
may  have  already  remarked,  that  the  hst  cfa^M 
was  employed  in  sweepiiig  out  of  the  way  all  tas* 
necessary  and  less  interesting  charaeten,  thitl 
might  clear  the  floor  for  a  blithe  biidaL 

In  truth,  it  would  be  unpardonable  to  psti  vm 
slightly  whst  so  deeply  interested  our  principtl  (J^ 
sonaga  King  James.  Thst  learned  and  f^:P 
moured  monarch  made  no  great  figure  in  the  pohM 
of  Europe ;  but  then,  to  maxe  amende^  he  wai  {»' 
digiously  busY,  when  he  could  find  a  fair  o|»ortoaN| 
ofintermeddUng  with  the  private  affaffa  of  ois  i<^ 
subiects,  and  the  approaching  marriage  of  Lord  Ow* 
varioch  was  matter  of  great  interest  to  him.  He  bad 
been  much  struck  (that  iii,  for  him,  who  was  DOtTttT 
accessible  to  such  erootbns)  with  the  beauty  vadm^ 
barrassment  of  the  pretty  Peg-a*Ram6ay,  as  heeuW 
her,  when  he  first  saw  her.  and  he  glorified  ^Mm 

Sreatly  on  tho  acuteness  which  he  had  dim>lm Ji 
ptecong  her  disguise,  snd  in  carrying  threnKSjM 
vrhole  inqwry  which  took  place  m  conseaoenoeofK 
He  laboured  for  several  weeks,  while  the  comtaf 


was  in  progiiess,  with  his  own  royal  eyes,  so  as  iMfr 
nigh  to  wear  out,  ha  declared,  a  pair  of  her  feUNTi 
best  barnacles,  in  searching  through  oki  bpoksg 


documents,  for  the  purpose  of  estabTiahing  ^e  biidi^ 
pretensbns  to  a  nobl&  though  remote  descent,  lis 
thereby  remove  the  only  objectwn  wluch  envy  mw 
conceive  against  the  match..  In  his  own  onoioM> 
least,  he  was  eminently  successful ;  fior,  when  SV 
Mnngo  Malagrowther  one  day,  in  thepressnce^gl**' 
ber.  took  upon  him  to  grieve  bitterly  fi)r  the  bnoff 
lack  of  pedigree,  the  monarch  cut  nnn  shcHt  wa, 
"  Ye  may  save  your  grief  for  your  ain  next  o«*ii«J 
Sir  Mungo ;  for,  by  our  royal  saul,  we  will  itxMF 
h^  father,  Davy  Ramsay,  to  be  a  gentleman  of  iW 
descents,  whase  great  gudesire  came  of  the  aoklffi^ 
tial  stock  of  the  House  of  Dalwolsey,  thsn  wbov  wh 
ter  men  never  did,  and  better  never  will,  d^^.'^S!^ 
for  King  and  country.  Heard  ye  never  of  Su-w* 
liam  Ramsay  of  Dalwolaey,  man,  of  whom  W 
Fordoun  saith,— '  He  wis  KUiootiasjilMSi  flsMiff 
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«Mtf — HiB  castle  stands  to  witness  for  itselfj^  not 
tftne  mfles  from  Dalkeith,  man,  and  within  a  mile  of 
Btnnockrig.  Davy  Ramaajr  came  of  that  auld  and 
bonoured  stock,  and  I  trust  he  hath  not  derogated 
fiom  his  'kncestors  by  his  present  cralr.  They  air 
wrought  wi'  steel,  roan ;  only  the  auld  knights  drilled 
boles  wi*  their  swords  in  their  enemies^  corslets,  and 
he  saws  nicks  in  his  brass  wheels.  And  I  hope  it  is 
•8  honourable  to  giye  eyes  to  the  blind  as  to  slash 
them  out  of  the  head  of  those  that  see,  and  to  show  us 
how  to  value  ot»  thne  as  it  passes,  as  to  fling  it  away 
in  drinking;  brawling,  spear-splintering,  and  such- 
like iknehnatian  dohij^.  And  you  maun  understand, 
that  Davy  Ramsay  ta  do  mechanic,  but  follows  a 
fiberal  art,  which  approacheth  almost  to  the  act  of 
oraeting  a  living  being,  seemg  it  may  be  said  of  a 
watch,  as  Claudius  saith  of  the  sphere  of  Archimedes, 
no  Syracusan— 

'  f  nolami  nvilt  flunalatar  q>lriti»  uixiM, 
Bt  viram  eertu  motitNW  wt*t  o|MM.'  " 

"Vour  Majesty  had  best  sive  auld  Davy  a  coat-of- 
anns,  as  well  as  a  pedigree,^  said  Sir  Mungp. 

'4t*s  done,  or  ye  bade,  Sirlifun^,'*  said  the  Kins; 
'*aid  I  trust  we,  who  are  the  fountain  of  all  earthly 
honour,  are  free  to  spirt  a  few  drops  of  it  on  one  so 
near  our persofL  without  offence  to  the  Knight  of  Caa- 
tiv  Girnigo.  We  have  already  spoken  with  the  learn* 
ed  men  of  the  Herald's  College^  and  we  propose  to 
giant  him  an  augmented  ooat-of-arms,  ^bemg  nis  pa- 
ternal coat,  charied  with  the  crown-wheel  of  a  watch 
in  chieC  for  a  dinerence ;  and  we  propose  to  add  Time 
mi  Eternity,  for  supporters,  as  soon  as  the  Qarter 
Vng-at-arms  shall  be  able  to  devise  how  Eternity  is 
tt  w  represented." 

"(wotddraake  him  twice  as  mnckle  as  Time,"* 
Mid  Arohie  Armstrong,  the  Court  fool,  who  chanced 
(obe  present  when  the  King  stated  this  dilemma. 

"Peace,  man— ye  shall  be  whippet,"  said  the  King. 
A  fsturn  for  this  faint;  "  and  you,  my  liege  subjects  of 
zland.  may  weel  take  a  hint  flrom  wnat  we  have 


tigHt  gentle  bkx>d  may;  for  a  season,  lay  by  his  gentry, 
ind  ret  ken  where  to  find  it,  when  he  has  occasion  for 


Ed  ret  Kh^M  wu«.^  cv  «..«» ..,  ,T.t»..u« ....  ^s.^,^M»^M  »^.. 
It  wocdd  be  as  unseemly  for  a  packman,  or  ped- 
,  as  ye  call  a  travelling-merchant,  whilk  is  a  trade 
lo  which  our  native  subjects  of  Scotland  are  special- 
ly addicted,  to  bo  blazing  his  genealogy  in  the  faces  of 
those  to  whom  he  sells  a  bawbee's  worth  of  riband, 
as  it  would  be  to  him  to  have  a  beaver  on  his  head,  and 
a  rapier  by  hts  tade,  when  the  pack  was  on  his  shoul- 
ders.^ Na,  na— he  hings  ]|is  sword  on  the  cleek, 
lays  nis  beaver  on  the  shelf,  puts  his  pedij?ree  into  his 
poeket,  and  ^ngs  as  doucely  and  cannuy  about  his 
peddling  craftasu  his  blood  was  nae  better  than  ditch- 
water  j  out  let  our  pedler  be  transformed,  as  I  have 
kend  it  happen  man:  than  ance,  into  a  beia  thriving 
merchant,  then  ye  shall  have  a  transformation,  my 
lorde. 

*  lo  Dovm  Art  anionti  matatut  dieeni  tonau? 

Out  he  pulls  his  pedigree,  on  he  buckles  his  sword, 
.gives  his  beaver  a  brush,  and  cocks  it  in  the  face  of 
aO  creation.  We  mention  these  things  at  the  mair 
leogth,  because  we  would  have  yon  all  to  know,  that 
it  is  not  virithout  due  consideration  of  the  circumstan- 
ees  of  all  parties,  that  we  design,  in  a  small  and  pri- 
«at0  way,  to  honour  with  our  own  royal  presence  the 
marriage  of  Lord  Glenvarloch  with  Margaret  Ram- 
•ay,  daughter  and  heiress  of  David  Ramsay,  our  horo- 
loger,  and  a  cadet  only  thrice  removed  from  the  an- 
cient house  of  Dal wolsey.  We  are  grieved  we  cannot 
have  the  presence  of  the  noble  Chief  of  that  House  at 
die  ceremony ;  but  where  there  is  honour  to  be  won 
abroad,  the  Lord  Dalwolsey  is  seldom  to  be  found  at 
bomd.  Sie  fait^  cbL  d  m^.— Jingling  G^eordie,  as  ve 
stand  to  the  cost  of  the  marriage-feast,  we  loOk  lor 
good  cheer.*' 

Heriot  bowed,  as-  in  duty  bound.  In  fact,  the  King, 
who  was  a  grsat  Politician  about  trifles,  had  manoeu- 
vmd  greatly  on  this  oc<^asion,  and  had  contrived  to 

*  Ghaaoar  mix,  than  U  nothiiit  new  bat  what  H  bat  been 
Md.    TlM  reader  hoa  bare  thfeoriciiwl  of  an  aneodote  which  haa 
riaeabean  htharad  on  taoottlah  Chtef  of  ov  own  tinw. 
Vou  IV. 
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get  the  Prince  and  Buckingham  despatched  on  an  es- 
pedition  to  Newmarket,  in  order  that  he  might  find 
an  oppdrtunity  in  their  absence  of  indulging  nimsell  . 
in  his  owfi  gossiping^  coshering  habits,  which  were 
distasteful  to  Charies,  whose  temper  inclined  to  ibr 
mality,  and  with  which  even  the  favourite,  of  late 
had  not  thought  it  worth  while  to  aeem  to  w'mpa- 
thize.  When  the  levee  was  dismissed,  Sir  Mungo 
Mahkgrowther  seized  upon  the  worthy  citizen  in  the 
court-yard  of  the  Palace,  and  detainki  him,  in  spite  of 
ail  his  efforts,  for  the  purpose  of  subjecting  him  to  tbt 
following;  scrutiny  :— 

*'  This  IS  a  sair  ;ob  on  yoiu  Master  Qeorge— the  King 
must  have  had  httle  ooiisideration— thia  will  coat  you 
a  b6nny  penny,  this  weddine-dinn^rT* 

"It  win  not  break  me,  Sir  Mungo,*'  answered  Hen* 
the  King  hath  a  rifl^t  to  aee  the  ^ble  whkSi 
d  for  yeai 


his  bounty  hath  supplied 
single  day." 


r  years,  well  eovoed  for  a 

/era  true,  Tera  true—we'llhave  a'  to  pay,  I  doubti 
less  or  mair— a  sort  of  penny-wedding  it  will  proves 
where  all  men  contribute  to  the  young  folk's  main- 
tenance, that  they  may  not  have  just  four  bare  legs 
m  a  bed  thegether.  Whatdo  you  purpose  to  give^  Mas* 
ter  George  1— we  begin  with  the  city  when  money  is 
inj[uestion."t 


will  not  need  my  help— she  has  an  estate  which  be* 
longed  to  her  maternal  grandfather." 

*^l1ie  auld  soap-boil^,"  said  Sir  Mungo;*  *'  it  will 
seed  some  of  his  suds  to  scour  the  blot  out  of  the 
Glenvarloch  shield— -I  have  heard  that  estate  was  no 
great  things." 

"  It  is  as  good  as  some  posts  at  Court,  Sir  Munga 
which  are  coveted  by  persons  of  high  quality,"  replied 
George  Heriot.  n 

"  Court  favour,  said  ye  1  Court  favour,  Master 
Heriot  7'  replied  Sir  Mungo^  choosing  then  to  use 
his  malady  of  misapprehension;  "Moonshine  in 
water,  poor  thing,  if  that  is  all  she  is  to  be  tochered 
with— I  am  truly  solicitous  about  them." 

**  I  will  let  you  into  a  secret,"  said  the  citizen. 
•*  which  will  relieve  your  tender  anxiety.  The  dow- 
ag^er  Lady  Dalgamo  gives  a  competent  fortune  t#  the 
bnde,  and  setdes  the  rest  of  h^  estate  upon  her 
nephew  the  bridegroom." 

'*  Ay,  say  yesael"  said  Sff  Mungo.  "just  to  show 
her  ff^ard  to  her  husband  that  is  in  the  tomb— lucky 
that  her  nephew  did  not  send  him  there ;  it  was  a 
strange  story  that  death  of  poor  Lord  Dalgamo^ 
some  folk  think  the  poor  gentleman  had  much  wrong. 
Little  good  comes  of  marrying  the  daughter  of  the 
house  you  are  at  feud  with ;  indeed,  it  was  less  poor 
Dalgarno's  fault,  than  theirs  that  forced  the  match 
on  him;  but  I  am  glad  the  young  folk  are  to  have 
something  to  live  on,  come  now  it  like,  whether  bv 
charity  or  inheritance.  But  if  the  Lady  Dalgamo 
were  to  sell  all  she  has,  even  to  her  very  wylie^coat, 
she  canna  gie  them  back  the  fur  Castle  of  Glenvar- 
loch—that  IS  loet  and  gane— lost  and  gane." 

"  It  is  but  too  true."  said  George  Heriot ;  "  wa 
cannot  disdover  what  has  become  of  the  villain  An- 
drew Skurliewhitter,  or  what  Lord  Dalgamo,  has 
done  with  the  mortgage." 

"  Assigned  it  away  to  some  one,  that  his  wife  might 
not  g»t  it  after  he  was  gane ;  it  would  have  disturbed 
him  in  his  grave,  to  think  Glenvorioch  should  get 
that  land  back  aeain,"  said  Sir  Mungo ;  "  depend  on 
it,  he  will  have  tren  surs  measures  to  keep  that  noblq 
lordship  out  of  her  grips  or  her  nevoy's  either." 

"  Indeed  it  is  but  too  probable^  S«  Mungo,"  said 
Master  Heriot;  "  but  as  I  am  obliged  to  go  and  lodk 
after  many  things  in  consequence  of  this  ceremony^ 
I  must  leave  you  to  comfort  yoursdf  with  the  reflec- 
tion." 

"  The  bride-day,  you  say,  is  to  be  on  the  thirtietli 
of  the  instant  month  V*  said  Sir  Mungo,  hollaing 

<  t  The  penny* weddinf  i^  the  Scota,  now  diauietl  even  antoot 
the  lowest  ranki,  wa*  a  peculiar  Hpoeiei  of  merry-roakiag,  at 
which,  if  tha  wedded  pair  were  popular,  the  gueita  who  eon 
▼ened,  eontribwuid  cooaiderable  raiM  nnoer  pretenoe  of  paTina 
for  the  bridal  Heativity,  but  in  realiljr  to  aat  ibe  mnirjat*  (am 
afloat  In  the  world. 
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aHcr  the  citizen ;  "  I  will  be  with  you.  in  the  hour  of 
Cnuse.'* 

"  The  King  invites  the  j^uests,*'  eaid  Georf^e  Heriot, 
wilhout  turning  back.  ,,.,•.    s 

"The  base-born,  ill-bred  mechanic!"  souloquized 
Sir  Muiiffo,  "if  it  were  not  the  odd.ecore  of  pounds 
he  lent  me  last  week,  I  would  teach  him  how  to  bear 
himself  to  a  man  of  quality  I  But  I  will  be  at  the 
bnrtal  banquet  in  spite  of  him.'* 

Sir  MuHRo  contrived  to  get  invited,  or  command- 
ed, to  attend  on  the  bridal  accordingly,  at  which 
there  were  but  few  persona  present  j  for  James,  on 

Euch  occasions,  preferred  a  snug  privacy,  which  gave 
am  liberty  to  lay  aside  the  encumbrance,  as  he  felt 
:  to  be,  of  his  regal  dignity.  The  company  was  very 
small,  and  indeed  there  were  at  least  two  persons  ab- 
sent whose  presence  misht  have  been  expected.  The 
first  of  these  was  the  Lady  Dalgarno,  the  state  of 
whose  health,  as' well  as  the  recent  death  of  her  hus- 
band, precluded  her  attendance  on  the  ceremony. 
The  other  absentee  was  Richie  Monipliea,  whose  con- 
duct for  some  time  t)a8t  had  been  extremely  myste- 
rious. Regulating  his  attendance  on  Lord  Glenvar- 
loch  cnth-eiy  according  to  his  own  will  and  pleasure, 
he  had^  ever  since  the  rencounter  in  Enfield  Chase, 
appeared  regularly  at  his  bed-side  in  the  morning,  to 
assist  him  to  dress,  and  at  his  wardrobe  in  the  even- 
ing. The  rest  of  the  day  he  di^osed  of  at  his  own 
pleasui-e,  without  control  from  his  lord,  who  had  now 
a  complete  establishment  of  attendants.  Yet  he  was 
somewhat  curious  to  know  how  the  fellow  disopsed 
of  so  much  of  his  time ;  but  on  this  subject  Richie 
fthowed  no  desire  to  be  communicative. 

On  the  morning  of  the  bridal-day,  Richie  was  par- 
ticularly attentive  in  doing  all  a  valet-dc-chambre 
could,  80  as  to  set  off  to  advantage  the  very  hand- 
some figure  of  his  master ;  and  when  he  had  arrang- 
cxl  his  dress  with  the  utmost  exactness,  and  put  to 
his  long  curled  locka^what  he  called  "the  finishing 
touch  or  the  redding-kaim,*'  he  gravely  kneeled  down, 

Iusaed  his  hand,  and  bade  him  farewell,,  aayuig  that 
10  humbly  craved  leave  to  discharge  hunself  of  hia 
ordshjp's  service.  ,    . .  ^ ^    . 

••  Why,  what  humour  is  this?"  said  Lord  Glenvar- 
loch :  "  if  you  mean  to  discharge  yourself  of  mv  ser- 
vice, Richi&l  suppose  you  iritcnd  to  enter  my  wife's  T' 

"1  wish  her  good  ladyshi]}  that  ahaU  soon  be,  and 
your  good  lordship,  the  blessings  of  as  good  a  servant 
as  myself  in  heaven's. good  time,"  said  Richie :  but 
fate  hath  so  ordained  it,  that  I  can  henceforth  only 
be  your  servant  in  the  way  of  friendly  courtesy." 

*' Well,  Richie,"  said  the  young  lord,  "  if  you  are 
tired  of  service,  we  will  seek  some  better  provision 
for.  you ;  but  you  will  wait  on  me  to  the  church,  and 
partake  of  the  bridal  dinner?" 

**  Under  favour,  ray  lord,"  answered  Richie,  I 
must  remind  you  of  our  covenant,  having  presently 
spme  pressing  business  of  mme  own,  ^'hilk  will  de- 
tain me  during  the  cercmonv ;  but  I  will  not  fail  to 
phe  Master  George  s  good  cheer,  in  respect  he  has 
made  very  costly  fare,  whilk  it  would  be  unthankful 
not  to  partake  of." 

"Do  as  vou  hst,"  answered  Lord  Glenvarloch; 
and  having  bostowed  a  passing  thought  on  the  whim- 
sical and  pragmatical  disposition  of  his  follower,  he 
dismissed  the  subject  for  others  better  suited  to  the 

fte  reader  must  fancy  the  scattered  flowers  which 
strewed  the  path  of  the  happ/  couple  to  church— the 
loud  music  which  accompanied  the  procession— the 
marriage  service  performed  by  a  Biahop— the  King, 
who  met  them  at  Saint  Paul's,  giving  awav  the 
bnde,— to  the  great  relief  of  her  father,  who  had|hus 
dme^  during  the  ceremonx,  to  calculate  the  just  quo- 
tient to  be  laid  on  the  pinion  of  report  in  a  timepiece 
•Vhich  he  was  then  putting  together. 

When  the  ceremony  was  finished,  the  company 
were  transported  in  the  royal  carriages  to  Geoi^e 
Heriot's,  where  a  splendid  oolladon  was  provided  lor 
the  marriage-guests  in  the  Poljambe  apartments. 
The  King  no  sooner  found  himself  in  this  snug  re- 
treat, than,  casting  from  him  his  sword  and  belt  with 
such  haste  as  if  tney  burnt  lus  fingers,  and  flinging 
bisplamedbat  on  tne  table,  as  who  should  say,  Lie 


there,  authority  I  he  awallowed  a  hearty  cop  of  viae 
to  the  happiness  of  the  married  couple,  and  began  la 
amble  about  the  room,   mumping,  laughing,  aoi  t\ 
cracking  jests,  neither  the  wittiest  nor  the  most  de*   i 
licate,  b«it  accompanied  and  applauded  by  shoMs  ef . ' 
his  own  mirth,  in  order  to  encourage  that  o£  thb  eosa* 
pany.    Whilst  hb  Majesty  was  in  the  midst  of  tfaii 
gay  humour,  and  a  caO  to  the  banquet  was  aaxjoaib 
expected,  a  servant  whispered  Master  Heriot  forth  a 
the  apartment    Whe^  he  re-entered,  he  walked  ^ 
to  the  King,  and,  in  his  turn,  whispoed  somailaQft 
at  which  James  started.  i 

"  He  is  not  wanting  bis  siDerT"  said  th*  Sam 
shortly  and  sharply.  ^  | 

"  By  no  means,  my  llea^"  answered  Heriot.   *  It  | 
la  a  subject  he  states  Fimself  as  quite  indifienai 
about,  so  long  as  h  can  pleasure  your  Majeaty."      .    ! 

**  Body  of  us,  man  I"  said  the  Kin^  **  it  is  dw  I 
speech  of  a  true  man  and  a  loving  subject  and  v»  | 
will  grace  him  aooordinglr-whai  thoim  fie  be  bat 
a  carle— a  twopenny  cat  may  look  at<a  kidk.  Sv^ 
man!  have  him— 7>oiu2t^7or««.— MonipIlM?— -IW 
shouU  have  called  the  ehield  Monypennieak  thoqal 
sail  warrant  vou  Engtiah  think  we  have  not  aaat 
name  in  Scotland." 

"  It  is  an  ancient  and  honourable  stock,  the  l[e» 
pennies,"  said  Sir  Mungo  Malagrowther;  **  tbasif 
loss  i&  there  are  sae  few  of  the  nama" 

"  The  family  aeems  to  increase  among  your  tvm 
trymen.  Sir  Munrax"  si^d  Master  Loweatofie^  whta 
Lord  Grlenvarlocn  had  mvited  to  be  preaent,  "  «■ 
his  Majesty's  happy  accession  brou^it  ao  waaajm 
you  here." 

"  Right,  mr-righL"  .eaid  Sir  Mnngo,  nodiiing  mi 
looking  at  George  Henoti  there  have  oome  moth 
selves  been  the  belter  of  that  great  bUptiag  Id  As 
English  nation." 

As  he  spoke,  the  door  flew  open,  and  in  SBlsnd,  ta 
the  astonishment  of  Lord  Glenvarloch,  his  lata  i 


ing-man  Richie  MonipKes,  now  sumptuooalf,  bM 
1..  4t|jj.gj  jp  n  ,8nperb  brocaded  ami,  ad 


Jeading  in  his  hand  the  tall  thin,  withered,  aoniuwBl 
distorted  form,  of  Martha  Trapooia,  arrayed  in  a 
plete  dress  of  black  velvet,  which  saitedfao  atra 
with  the  pallid  and  severe  melancholy  of  her  eoaMtel 
nance,  that  the  King  himself  exclaimed^  in  aomepifj 
turbation,  *'  What  the  deil  haa  the  fallow  brougl 
here  1    Body  of  our  regal  selves  1  it  is  axoijMs 
has  run  off  with  the  mort  cloth  T' 

"  May  I  sifflicate  your  Majesty  to  be  gracaoas  wtt 
her?"  said  Richie:  *^ being  tJiat  ahe  i^  inreapeetii 
this  morning's  wark,  mv  am  wedded  wife,  Mnulto 
tha  Moniplies  bv  name." 

"  Saul  of  our  bock,  man  I  but  she  looks  wondnat 
grim,"  answered  King  James.    "  Art  thou  sure  ate 


has  not  been  in  her  time  makl  of  honour  to  ^ 

Marv,  our  kinswoman,  of  red  hot  memoir  7" 

"1  am  ^ure,  an  it  like  your  Majesty,  that  ahe  baa 
brought  me  fiily  thousand  pounds  of  good  sailer,  and 
better ;  and  that  has  enabled  me  to  pleasure  year 
Majesty,  and  othef  foik«" 

"  Ye'  need  have  said  naethinff  about  that,  na^** 
said  the  King ;  "  we  ken  our  obligations  in  ^at  aaM^ 
matter,  and  we  are  glad  this  rudaa  spouse  of  tlana 
hath  bestowed  her  treasure  on  ane  wna  kens  to|HI 
it  to  the  profit  of  hia  King  and  countiy.^But  MV 
the  deil  did  ye  come  by  her,  man  ?" 

"In  the  auld  Scottish  fashk>n,  navjiege.  Sbaii 
the  captive  of  my  bow  and  my  spear,''^  answered  M^ 
nipUee.  *'  There  was  a  convention  that  ahe  ahoeU 
wed  me  when  I  avenged  her  fether's  death— sa  1. 
slew,  and  took  possession." 

"  It  is  the  daughter  of  Old  Trapboi&  who  haa  Um 
missed  ao  long,';  said  Lowestoffe.—"  where  the dsfi 
could  you  mew  her  up.  so  closely,  friend  Ridiief ' 

"Master  Richard,  if  it  be  your  will,"  answafed 
Biohis  i  "  or  Master  Richard  Monipliea.  if  yoo  lika  it 
better.  For  mewing  of  her  up,  I  found  ner  a  ahelM« 
in  all  honour  and  safety,  under  the  roof  of  an  honast 
countryman  of  my  ownr-and  for  secrecy,  it  waa  a 
point  of  prudence,  when  wantons  like  yea  mm 
abroad,  Master  Lowestofle." 

There  was  a  hiugh  at  Aichie^s  magnarmnoas  npift 
on  the  part  of  every  one  but  hia  biide,  who  mads  sa 
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)im  a  agnal  of  impatience,  and  aaid,  with  her  ntaal 
aievitT  and  atenmeas,— -"  Peace— peace.  I  bray  you, 
mBB.  Let  ua  do  that  which  we  come  for/'  So 
iMfiDgi  ahe  to<dL  out  a  bundle  of  parchznenta,  and 
lenvenns  them  to  Lord  Glen varioch,. ahe  aaid  aloud, 
-"  I  take  thia  royal  preaenoe,  and  all  here^  to  wit- 
MS,  that  I  reatore  the  ranaoroed  lordahip  of  Olen- 
irioeh  to  the  light  owner,  aa  free  aa  evei[  it  waa  held 
If  any  of  hia  anceatora." 

**1  witneaaed  the  redemption  of  the  mortgage," 
tid  Loweatoffe;  **but  I  httle  dreamt  by  whom  it 
iad  been  redeemed.*^ 

"No  need  ye  ahould,*'  aaid  Richie;  "  there  would 
Mre  been  email  wiadom  in  crymg  roast-meat" 

** Peace,"  aaid  hia  bride,  "once  more.— Thia  paper," 
he  continued,  delivering  another  to  Lord  Glenvar- 
Kh,  "ia  alao  your  property— take  it,  but  apaie  me 
liequeetion  how  it  came  into  mv  cuatody." 

The  Kins  had  bustled  forward  beaide  Ix>rd  Glen- 
inodL  and  fixing  an  eager  ejre  on  the  writing,  ex- 
laimea— "  Body  of  oureeFvee,  it  ia  our  royal  aigno 
MAoal  for  the  money  which  waa  ao  loner  out  of  aight ! 
-How  came  you  by  it.  Mistress  Bride  1" 
It  is  a  secret,"  said  Martha,  dryly. 

"Aeecret  whkh  my  tongue  analTnerer  utter,"  aaid 
\kidt,  rosolutely.— ^^unleaa  the  King  commands  me 
iDinralleRiance.^' 

I  do— 1  do  command  you,"  aaid  Jamea,  trem- 
iGag  and  stammering  with  the  hnoatient  cunoeity  of 
lioanp;  while  Sir  Mungo,  with  more  malicious 
uisty  to  get  at  the  bottom  of  the  mystery,  stooped 
Mkiig  tmn  form  forward  like  a  b^t  fi&ing-rod, 
nM  his  thin  gray  locks  from  his  ear,  and  curved 
raihiad  behind  it  to  collect  every  vibration  of  the  ez- 
pMeikitenigence.  Martha  in  the  meantime  frown- 
id  ooit  ominously  on  Richie  who  went  on  undaunt- 
fdtr  to  inform  the  King,  "  that  hia  deceased  father- 
Mw,  a  good  careful  man  in  the  mauv,  had  a  touch 
orwDrtdlv  wisdom  about  him,  that  at  timea  marred 
■0  upri^ntness  of  his  walk ;  he  liked  to  dabble 
■ong  his-neichbour'a  gear,  and  aom^  of  it  would  at 
taea  stick  to  nis  fingen  in  the  handbng^." 
** For  shame,  man,  for  ahamel"  aaid  Martha; 

"DO  the  infamy  of  the  deed  muat  be  told,  be  it  at 

briefly.—Yea,  my  lord,"  ahe  added,  addreesing 

Aarloch.  "  the  piece  of  gold  .was  not  the  aole 

which  brought  the  miserable  old  man  to  your 

-iber  that  dreadfid  night— his  object,  and  he  ac- 

dished   it,  was  to   purloin  thiB  paper.    The 

ched  scrivener  was  with  him  that  hioming, 

I  doubt  not,  uraed  the  dodng  eld  man  to  this 

ny,  to  offer  another  bar  to  the  ransom  of  your 

Pte.  If  there  was  a  jrct  more  powerfrd  agent  at 
bottom  of  the  consphmcy,  God  forgive  it  to  him 
I  this  moment,  for  he  is  now  where  the  crime  must 
a  answered!" 

'*AmenI"  said  Lord  Glenvarloeh,  and  it  was 
ehoed  by  all  present. 

**  For  my  father."  oonttnned  ahci  with  her  atom 
ettures  twitched  bjr  an  involuntary  and  convulsive 
Bovement,  "hia  guilt  and  folly  cost  him  bis  life; 
ind  my  belief  i»  constant,  that  the  wretch,  who 
eonseilod  him  that  morning  to  purloin  the  paper, 
(ft  open  the  window  for  the  entrance  of  the  mur- 
Ibrw." 

;  Every  body  was  silent  for  an  instant ;  the  King 
lie  first  to. speak,  commanding  aearch  instantly  to 
i  aids  for  the  guilty  acrivener.  >*  I,  lictor"  he  con- 
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eluded,  **eoUiga  manu»—tamU  ohaUnto—trifeHd  ftw 
'VendUe  arb&ri.** 

Lowestofie  answered^  with  due  respect,  that  the 
scrivener  had  abacopded  at  the  time  of  Lord  Dalgar- 
no's  murder,  and  had  not  been  heard  of  since. 

**Let  him  be  sought  for,"  said  the  Kin^  '*  And 
now'let  ua  change  the  diaeourse— these  stories  make 
one's  very  blooa  grew,*  ancf  are  altogether  unfit  for 
bridal  feativity;  Hymen,  O  Hymenee  I"  added  he, 
snapping  his  fingen.  "Lord  Glenvarlocht  what  aay 
you  to  Mistress  Montplies,  this  bonny  bride,  that  has 
brought  you  back  your  fitther's  estate  on  your  bridal 

^  Let  him  ear  nothing|  my  fie^B,"  said  Marthai 
laiwi"  ••'•-• 


"  that  will  best  smt  his „ 

"  There  is  redempdon-money,  at  the  least,  to  be  re- 
paid," sakl  Lord  GQeavark>ch ;  ^*  in  that  I  cannot  re- 
main debtor." 

"  We  will  speak  of  it  hereafter,"  saki  Martha;  **  mf 
debtor  you  cannot  be."  And  she  shut  her  mouth  as 
if  determined  to  say  nothing  more  on  the  subject 

Sir  Mungo,  however,  resolved  not  to  part  with  the 
topic,  and  availing  himself  of  the  fipeedom  of  the  mo- 
ment, said  to  Richie— "A  queer  stoiy  that  of  your 
father-in-law.  honest  man;  methinka  your  bride 
thanked  vou  little  for  ripping  it  up." 

"I  make  it  a  rule,  Sir  Mungo,"  replied  Richie,  "al- 
9  to  epeak  any  evil  I  know  about  my  family  my- 
having  observed,  that  if  I  do  not,  it  is  rare  to  be 

._  by  ither  folks." 

"But,  Richie,"  said  Sir  Mungo,  '*it  aeems  to  me 
that  this  bride  of  youn  is  like  to  be  master  and  mair 
in  the  conjugal  atate."  ^ 

"If  she  abides  by  words.  Sir  Mungo,"  answered 
Richie ;  **  I  thank  Heaven  I  can  be  aa  deaf  as  any 
one ;  and  if  she  comes  to  dunts,  I  have  twa  handa  to 
paik  her  with." 

*'Weel  said  Richie^  ^V^^ju  ^^  <^  King;  *'you 
>have  gotten  it  on  baith  namta,  Sir  Mungo.— Troth, 
Mistress  Bride,  for  a  fide,  your  goodman  has  a  pretty 
turn  of  wit." 

"  There  are  fools,  sire,"  replied  she, "  who  have  wit, 
and  foola  who  have  courage— aye,  and  fools  who 
have  learning,  and  are  great  fools  notwithstanding^ 
I  chose  this  man  because  he  was  my  ]>rotector  when 
I  was  deeolate,  and  neither  for  hia  wit  nor  his  wis- 
dom. He  is  truly  honest,  and  has  a  heart  and  hand 
that  make  amends  for  some  folly.  Since  I  was  con- 
demned to  seek  a  protector  through  the  worid,  which 
is  to  me  a  wildernesa,  I  may  thank  God  that  1  have 
come  by  no  worae." 

**And  that  is  see  sensibly  sakl."  replied  the  King 
" that,  by  mysauL  Til  try  whether  I  canna  make 
him  better.  Kneel  down,  Richie— somebody  lend  me 
a  rapier— youra,  Mr.  LangstafT;  (that's  a  brave  name 
for  a  lawyer,)— ye  need  not  flash  it  out  that  gatei 
Templar  fashion,  as  if  ye  were  about  to  pink  a  bailiiTl" 

He  took  the  drawn  sword,  and- with  averted  eyea^ 
for  it  w%s  a  sight  he  loved  not  to  look  on,  endeavour- 
ed to  lay  it  on  Richie'a  shoulder,  but  nearly  stuck  it 
into  his  eye.  Richie  starling  back,' attempted  to  nse, 
but  was  Held  down  by  Lowestofie,  while  Sir  Mungo 
guidinj^  the  royal  weapon,  the  honour-bestowing  blow 
was  given  and  received  i  "  Surge^  cami/ex^Riae  up. 
Sir  Richard  Moniplies,  of  Castle-Collop  1— And  my 
lords  and  liegea,  let  us  all  to  our  dinner,  for  the  oock« 
a-leekie  is  cooling." 

*  Thrill,  or  evrtlto 
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(If  my  HmAen  ihould  tt  aor  lime  reqivk  that  I  am  particolariy  dull,  they  may  be  aaaured  then  ii  a 
under  it."— //ril«M  liMayUi 
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TROPUCTION  TO  PEVERIL  OF  THE  PEAK 


micht  h«Te  D( 


a  It  ii  «id  I  (MCht  in  jn* 
drawna  line,  tnd  mnaiMd 


ar  (wlio  know«ffperltapa  tot  mom  yetm  lAir  death,  the 

low  aafhor  of  Iraveriejr.**   I  wai  not,  tiowever,  mora 

_j  of  thia  tort  of  inoMitalitT,  whieh  mifbt  hare  Ufted 

ttwreatj  or  thirtj  yean,  than  FUataffof  the  embowelHng 
1  waa  proaniaed  hin  ailer  the  Md  of  ahrtw^bwy,'  bf  hla 
m  the  PriMa  of  Valea.  '*  Cmbowerd  1 1f  you  ambowel  me 
W.  TOO  may  powder  and  eat  me  to-niofyow  i'* 
f  ■foeonpation  as  a  romaaeer  were  taken  flmn  nM,  IMtl 
iM  have  at  a  lale  honr  in  life  to  And,  we  ent  another  t  wheal 
U  becdlr  expect  to  aoqoire  thoae  new  tricka,  whieh  are  pro- 
Naltf  aaid  not  to  be  learned  by  thoM  do«  who  are  nttinr 

BwM  fBltKadall  ^e  lepoESSMi^ictiUnatlT  coveted. 
faniory  waa  well  stored,  both  with  historical,  local,  and 
ItiaBal  ootieea,and  I  had  become  afamiataa  lioenaed  aplafve 
W  fobiicaa  the  well  remembeiad  beciar  of  the  ward,  whom 
b  diatincuiidi  bv  their  Ikvonr.  perhapa  for  no  better  reaaon 
to  that  thmf  Md  been  in  the  habit  of  rivinghl*"  >>«■«  ••  « 
-  •oftMrdnilvpfefMni^  Tlie«MeMlfeet 
I  BOW  aM,  ail  men  mmto  wear  ont ;  but 
wmo.  iiowe^ier  awala  of  the  feoeral  mat«  are 
:  m  nmr  own  anee  any  aoaeial  ioaiaooea  of 

d,  iliay  enn  hardly  beeapeaiod  thunealvea  to  die- 

b  Ike  eOhele  of  the  Afohbiakop  of  Omnada'a  apoplaayi 

jaoc  newiilinff  to  pnaa over  im ibtlr  eempoeition^  aa  ia> 

naf  lara  wmUaanwia  or  bad  hiek,  what  otheta  may  eee- 

UwM  of  mortal  decay.    I  had  no  choice  aave  that 

lajrinc  aaide  Ihe  ' 


hepaiitlkenae^f  which atmyt 
aa  IQ  nentiime  ili  vatnnea,  aatil 
r  imdemiaiid  ihay  wonld  no 


M  meplaiaty  nademiaiid  ihey  wonld  no  more  of 

ifeh  I  wai  not  unlikely  to  mcetwilh,  «nd  which  I 

d  ID  take  witheet  erai^  for«  repetition.    Tkit 

I  render  bbut  plainly  nnderatnnd  me,  1  waadetenaio> 

'hen  the  pnolicatioo  of  a  new  Vaveiley  nowl  shonld 

>  the  eahinal  of  aome  attention  in  the  Ittewry  world.  . 

•Irtiii  aiNnmatanco  decided  my  choice  of  a  aubjeet 
^  ^jeaenlveriL  kwaaoewaevanlyeanaiaeeniy  inune^ 
m  yonncer  brother,  Tliomaa  8cott,  already  nientiooed  in 
ei  netefc  had  laaidnd  far  twoer  thiee  aeaenna  in  the  Isle  of 
8^  and,  bngrinf  aBaeea  to  tfeanfMlcm  of  that  amfvlar  tcvrk- 
r«hiid  eo^edmanf  of  them,  wniek  he  nhfeeted  to  my  pete* 
.  Tbeoapapanwen  pet  into  my  imndii  while  nur  brotiiar 
A  Iheoghle  of  maktnc  aome  literary  nee  of  Uwm,  I  do  not 
Mmaaember what]  but  he  onror  eanm  lo  aay  daciaion  on  thu 
i<and9awliradof  Uwtask  of  tnAaoriptton.  Tliepapera, 
«>poeB,waMlortiDtheeonneofamililanr  oMB'ilife.  Tho 
•r  of  thmn,  that  la,  of  the  moal  lenmikable,  lemained  eo> 
(»Bd  on  the  nBenaonr  of  thaattthor- 

l«e  loiweatint  apd  raaMntic  atery  of  William  Cfariatian  ea> 
Mfar  atroek  mr  faoey.  1  ftomd  Ike  sanae  individual,  aa  well 
piAtker. partioelarly noticed  an laaM memoriala of  the ial- 
Lpniaerved  by  the  fieri  of  Darby,  mid  publiahed  in  Dr.  Peek's 
mmnt^Cvr'         ■^* * ^   '" «^  — ^ 


.   Tkia  centleaHia  was  the  aoa  of  Ed  ward, 

. of  the  island  1  and  William  himseir  waa 

■Ida  one  of  if  two  Pempeteia.  or  snprsasa  Jndgaa.  Both 
and  aan  ambneed  the  paitr  of  the  Maaaers,  and  c^n- 
-kodal  rightt  claimed  by  the  Birl  of  Darhvas  Ktor 
When  the  fieri  had  anOftied  death  at^ltoo-le* 
kin  Chriaiian  plaeed  kinwelf  at  the  head  of  the 
if  thay  mnktbe  neeeMcd.  and  fonndtho  meeos  af 
minicalaen  with  a  Aeet  cent  by  Iha  ParlianMSL— 
vea  aniiendaaed  to  the  PnrtiaaMat  by  the  iaMii«ael 
The  Mfh-apiritedGowrtam  and  hereon  wora  arrests 
I  iq/tm  pfiaen,  vrhem  tkny  sieie  long  detainee^  and 
Nitly  treated.  When  the  rsatoration  took  place,  the 
>  by  tilla  the  Qiman  dewanf  of  the  Ulapd,  miaed 
m  DMml  or  PhTr^hnired  wSliam.  aa  William  CbrC- 

mad,  and  eanaed  him  lo  be  tried  and  eaeeatad.  ae* 

te  ttw  lawftof  the  iaiand.  Ikr  having  dethroned  his  Iwge 
;  and  impriaoned  her  and  her  ikmHy.    Romancom,  and 
of  imnanee,  wilt  yaaarall/  allow  that  Ihe  flito  of 
,  and  the  eoetraat  of  his  eharaeter  with  that  91  the 
~   '    b«t  vindictive  Coentwa  of  Derby,  Ikaaooa  du- 
ll van  Itar  her  vaHant  defbnce  of  Latham  Rouae, 
B  eosenee  of  an  intarestiof  tale.    I  beva,  however, 
I  either  on  Ihe  deato  of  Wilfiain  Christian,  or  on  the 
^  w£i^  CharlM  a  viewed  Umt  atreich  of  feUda) 
to,  and  the  lieavy  ine  which  he  impomd  npon  the  Derby 
"\  kn  that  extent  of  Jnriadietioa  of  vrbiek  the  Coantam 
ttiltiu    Farleathaaeltieeaaayapiaioaoathe  jns- 
.t  efltoat  aetien,  whieh  ia  lo  thia  day  judged  of  by 
-.^  J  of  Ihe  island  aa  they  happen  to  be  eenneoted  with 
ntoer.  or  perhapa  ea  thev  may  look  back  with  dmeyesof 
V^poe  tim  Cavaliers  or  Rnandheada  of  thoae  ooetamious 
Tdo  not  eoneefea  thati  have  done  Injury  to  the  memory 
is  fretleaaan.  or  any  of  his  dceoendanta  in  his  permn  ;  at 

"He  I  Have  ino«t  willioglv  given  hla  renreventative  an 

'  of  atating  in  this  edition  of  the  Novel  what  he 
-  oasarjr  for  the  vindicatjoo  of  his  ancestor,  and  the 
r  will  iod  the  oxpoeition  iu  the  Notioea,  for  wfii^h  Mr. 
UmiMUfM  adsuasien.*   Icoold  do  no  laai«  conaidoriog 

•  atm  AppMdix.  No.  I. 


the  pome  and  fentlemaalike  mftmer  hi  whi6h  he  altind  IMhua 
coneennnrhis  ancestry  to  which  a  fltonman  eaa  hardly  M 
Mippoeed  to  be  mdillemiL 

Iu  another mapecL  Mr..Chriatian  with  Jttotioa  oomptalna,  that' 
Edward  Chnstmn,  deacnbed  in  the  romance  aa  the  brother  of 
the  gentleman  executed  in  consequence  of  tho  Countem's  arbi* 
trary  act  of  authority,  la  poartrayed  as  a  wretch  of  unbounded 
depravity,  having  only  ingenuity  and  courage  to  reacua  him  from 
abhonenoe,  o  well  aa  hatred.  Any  personal  allusinn  was  en- 
Urely  undesigned  on  the  part  of  the  author.  The  Edwaid  Cliria- 
tma  of  the  tale  iaamem  ereeture  of  the  imagination.  (Com- 
mentators have  naturally  enough  identified  him  with  abroiher 
of  William  Christian,  named  Edward,  who  di«fl  in  prison  after 
hemg  qpnfinad  seven  or  eight  jeam  in  Ptogl  Ciatle,  in  the  year 
ifB.-  ^knnlhbd  n«  access  te  knew  aay  0iiiig  i  and  as  I  waa 
not  awire  that  such  a  person  had  existed,  I  coinirhardiy  be  aaid 
to  have  traduced  his  character.    It  is  vuOcieot  for  my  joatiftcu' 


tion.  that  there  lived  at  the  period  of  my  atorr  a  i 

Bdward  Christian,  ••  with  whom  oonnected  or  by  whom  begot,*' 
I  am  a  perfect  atranger,  bat  who  we  knoW  to  have  been  engaged 
in  auch  aetinns  aa  may  imply  his  having  been  guilty  of  any  tHing 
•bad. .  The  fkct  ia,  that  upon  the  ilto^  June.  IMO,  Thomaa  Blood, 
(the  fiimoue  crown  sleaier,)  IMtturtf  CSkrMisn,  Arthur  O'Brien, 
and  othera,  were  found  guil^  of  being  conoeined  in  a  cooapi- 
raey  for  takuf  away  the  li A  and  character  of  the  celebrated 
Duke  of  Buekiacham ;  but  that  thia  Edward  wai  the  same  witli 
the  brother  ofWilHamCbistian,  ii  impossible,  aioce  that  bro- 
ther died  in  IC90 ;  nor  would  I  have  wed  bis  ehrittened  name  of 
Edwafd,  had  I  supposed  there  waa  a  ohaaoe  of  It*  being  con- 
nected with  any  existing  IHmily.  Thoae  genealogical  mattom 
are  (kUr  illustnted  irvtbo  notes  to  the  Appendix. 

I  ought  to  have  mcntioped  in  the  former  editions  of  this  ro- 
mance, that  Charlotte  de  fa  Tremouille,  Countem  of  Derby,  m- 
presenuxi  as  a  Catholic,  wm,  in  fkct.  a  French  Protestant  For 
misrepresenting  the  noble  dame  in  this  manner,  I  have  onl>  Lu^ 
eio'a  excuse-  "^I  spoke  ooeoiding  to  the  trick."  In  a  story  where 
tlie  greater  part  ia  avowedly  fiction,  the  author  iaat  liberty  to 
iotroduoe  such  variatioaa  from  aotuai  Ibet  aahia  plot  requiiea,  or 
whieh  arp  ealculatod  to  enhance  it ;  in  whieh  predicament  the 
religion  of  the  Conutem  of  Derby,  during  the  Popish  Plot,  ap- 
peered  to  fail.  If  I  liave  over-utimalad  a  romancer's  privilefM 
end  immunities.  1  am  afWiid  this  is  not  the  only,  nor  most  impor- 
tani,  caae  in  which  I  have  done  so.  To  speak  big  words,  tlijl 
heroic  Countess  has  far  )eM  grouuda  fur  an  action  of  scandal, 
than  tho  memory  of  Virgil  might  be  liable  to  for  hia  postho- 
mou*  scaudal  of  Dida  ^ 

The  characisr  of  Fenella.  which,  fhua  its  peculiarity,  made  a 
flivuttrablo  impreasion  on  the  public,  waa  far  from  being  original. 
The  fine  sketch  of  Mignon,  in  Wilhelm  Melster's  Lehrjaure,  a 
celebrated  work  from  the  pen  of  Ooethe,  gaye  the  idea  of  such 
a  being.  But  the  copy  vrvll  be  found  gieatly  dilRmni  from  my 
great  prototype ;  nor  can  I  be  accuiwd  of  borrowing  fuir  tiling, 
save  the  gomnX  idea,  from  an  author,  the  honour  ornis^own 
country,  and  an  example  to  the  authors  of  other  kingdoms,  to 
whom  ail  must  be  proud  to  own  an  obtigaiion. 

Family  tradition  supplied  me  with  two  circumstanoea;  which 
are  somewhat  analogous  to  that  in  question.  The  Imt  is  an  ac 
count  of  a  lawsuit,  taken  from  a  Scottlah  leport  of  adjudged 
eases,  quoted  in  nolo  to  Chapter  V.,  p^  99. 

The  other —of  which  tlie  editor  has  no  reason  to  doubt  havinf 
oflaa  heard  it  from  theee  who  were  witnairsea  of  the  Act— ro' 
latea  to  the  rawer  of  a  fbmale  in  keeping  a  seciet.  rsarcasti- 
cally  said  to  be  IroiHissibie,)  even  whan  that  seciet  refcis  to  the 


exercise  of  her  tooxuei 

'   0  of  the  eightt  .      ^ 

came  to  the  door  of  Mr.  Robert  Scott,  gmndfbtner  of  the  pre- 


In  the  middle  < 


hteepth  oentury,  a  fomale  waodeier 


sent  autbor,  an  opatant  former  In  Roxburghshire,  and  made  signs 
that  she  desired  shelter  for  the  night,  whieh*  aeeording  to  tb^ 
enetom  of  the  tiaaa,  vea  readily  granted.  'The  next  day  the 
eountrj  was  covered  wiUi  snew,  and  tlM  dejmrturo  of  the  waa% 
darer  waa  legtleied  impoesible.  She  ramained  for  many  day^ 
her  maintenance  addkig  little  to  the  expense  of  a  ounstder- 
able  tiouaefaold  ;  and  by  the  time  thattlie  weather  grew  mtldm. 
aha  liad  learned  to  hold  inleroouno  by  signs  wllh  the  household 
areund  her,  aDdeould  iotimato  to  Uwm  thai  she  was  deeirous  of 
Slaying  where  she  waa,  and  working  at  the  wheel  and  other  em- 
plMrmenl,  to  compensate  for  her  food.  This  waa  a  compact  not 
aniVeqaant  at  that  tame,  end  the  dnmb  woman  entore^f  upom 
her  thnIL  and  proved  a  useful  member  of  the  paUiarohal 
houeahold  81m  waa  a  good  spinner,,  kwKor,  carder,  and  ao. 
forth,  but  her  exoeilenee  lay  in  attendiag  to  the  feeding  and 
briogittg  up  the  domealie  pooitrf .  Her  mode  of  wliisUing  to 
vr^.        ^  peculiarly  elfiah  and  ahrill,  Uiat.il 


call  ilnem  togrriier  was  so  i    , ^ 

WM  tiMiughi.  by  fhone  who  heard  it,  moip  like  that  of  a  foiry 
than  a  human  being. 
In  Ihie  meaner  she  lived  three  or  four  years,  nor  was  tAera  tht 

-•.--.   he  was  otiier  ihaa 

appeared.    Butiu 
k  which  aha  had 
worn  so  leoa. 

It  olianMidupon  a  Sunday  that  the  whole  inhabitants,  of  the 
house»,aldwereAtehurehexoeptdambLix»e,wliaseinflnnityw«| 
nippoMod  to  render  her  incapable  of  profiting  by  divine  Mrvjco, 
ami  who  therefiR  stayed  at  homo  to  take  charge  of  the  house. 
It  happened  Uiaf as  she  was  sittuig  ia  Um  kitchen  a  miafhlnvawe 


in  Bite  meaner  ana  irveo  uiiue  or  loor  yeai«,  noi 
slightest  idea  eucertained  in  the  family  thai  she  « 
Ihe  mete  and  deprived  peraen  alia  had  always  ap« 
a  moaeeni  of  surpriae,  she  drepped  the  mask  « 


INTRODUCTON  TO  PEVERIL'  QF  THE  PEAK. 


ihflpher  J  bor,  iiMtrad  of  ktokiiif  mttm  hk  floek  on  the  lea,  at 
wee  hie  datjr,  sloak  into  the  bouae  to  aee  what  he  eouI<t  picio  up, 
or  perhaps  out  of  mem  enrioaitr.  Bains  tempted  bjr  ■omethiAc 
'        '      ut  forth  hie  hand 


which  wai  in  hit  eyat  aniee^.heput , 

he  ooneeived,  to  appippriate  it    The  dumb  wonoan  came  rad- 
denlyaipon  bfait  tnd  in  aararite  fbrfol  her  part, 
in  load  Sedtch,  and  #ith  dittinct  arUcalation« 
deeviPalimbi"   The  bof,  terrified  mor 


it^  ifiatinct  airtfcalatlon«  *'  Ah,  yoi^little 
~   '  bf  the  character  of  the_ 


woman  naa  roono  nar  umfoe. 

^  The  (bmlljr  returned  borne  in  fnat  nDpriM,  bnt  Ibund  that 
their  inmate  bad  relapeed  into  hernmal  mute  condition,  would 
eommunieate  with  them  only  br  risnt,  tod  in  that  manner  de* 
kM  poaitivelf  what  the  boy  amrmed. 

Prom  thii  Ume  oonndeooe  waa  braken  betwixt  the  other  in* 
natac  of  the  femiiy  and  their  dumb,  or  rather  uleBt,  meaL~ 
T^aiM  weie  laid  for  the  mppoied  impoetor,  all  of  which  ihe 


•kilAiIly  eluded  I , 

her,  but  never  on  audi  oceaaieac  waa  the  nan  te  tiHr...,^ 
probable,  however,  that  Lioie  grew  tiied  of  ill  Hm  witm, 
for  the  one  momiM diNiweaied  tm  ■became,  witboatiirwi- 
mony  of  leave-takuiA^  ^^^^ 

borderrSTpnSct  ^bJSSSt/kcth&rwSSr^htCbK^Sm 
exaedy  the  caM  or  not.  my  informem  wan  no  «tr  aibm 
in  inqnirittf ,  nor  am  I  able  tonathenticato  ttMiaet.  Tbtdiv- 
henl  bar  Imd  to  be  a  moat_aad  alwata  avened  that  ^  led 
•poken  dictinctlj  to  Mim.  what  eoold  be  the  woarni^  mm 
for  paraeverinff  ao  loiw  in  a  diapiia  at 
•everc,  could  narer "  "       " 

qnence  of  a  certain  a 
I  have  everr  naaon  t.  ^ 
•o  fbr  u  it  la  berajiTi 
poaad  caae  of  FsBaDi. 
AsBonvoBO^ 
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Ko.L 

TBI  fbnowittff  Notieea  wen  leoommeoded  to  my  atteQUon,!n 
the  poiiioat  manner  poaaibte.  by  John  Chriatian.  Eaq.  of  Mdn- 
town,  in  the  tale  of  Man.  and  Unrin ,  in  Cumbeflaod,  Dempatar 
at  preeent  of  the  lale  of  Man.  Thia  vanUeman  ia  natwmlur  in- 
tareated  m  the  foeto  which  aieateteC  aa  repraaentetive  of  the 
laapectable  fluaily  of  Chriatian,  and  lineally  deaeended  from 
William  DhOne,  put  to  death  by  the  Countem  of  Derby.  I  can 
be  no  way  intoreated  in  reAialof  Mr.  Chriatian  thIa  jnatiee,  and 
willingly  lend  my  aid  to  extena  the  oxcalpation  of  the  flunily. 


HIBTORICAL  NOTfCES 

OF  DWAKD  AVDwaukM  chnwHAiT;  TWO  asjJucms  IN 

'FirsRiL  or  Taa  pbax.** 

TBI  veneraible  Dr.  Dryaaduac,  in  a  praparatory  dlalogoa,  ap- 
-  -     -  itlon  of  the  author,  that  l»  alood 


nriaea  tlie  Eidolon  or  nppariL 
"much  accttaed  for  adulieradnc 
knowledn;"  and  ia  anawered 
lonaa 


pure  aourcea  of  htatorical 

^  that  emanation  of  geniua, 

tiaa  done  aome  aervioe  to  the  public  if  he  can  preeent 

lively  flctitioua  pintare,  for  which  the  origiou  aoeo- 

rramatanee  whicin  he  made  free  to  praaa  into  hia  aer 


"that  ho 

tothema _^ .„ 

dote  or  cirramatanee  whicin  he  made  free  to  praaa  into  hia  aer> 
Wee.  only  foraiahed  a  alight  aketch  ;*'  **  thnt  by  intiodudng  to 
Che  buay  and  the  youthAil, 


*  TlatlM  aafwi  la  ftdry  toUea  Awi'd,' 


Olid  by  oreaung  an  interaat  in  flctltioaa  adveoturea  aacribed  to  an 

hiatorical  jierlod  and  ct '" "  "  '     ' * 

aoxiooa  u  uarn  mhutks. 


.  the  reader  begina  next  to  be 
vt  OTTV,  and  how  Ikr  the  novei- 
iat  haa  ju»tly  rapreaented  tlient." 

The  adrentnrea  aacribed  to  *' hiatorical  characten**  would, 
however,  tkit  in  their  moral  aim,  if  fiction  were  placed  at  vari* 
anoe  w^h  truth :  if  Hampden,  or  Sydney,  for  example,  were 
painted  aa  awiddleia ;  or  Lady  Jane  Qrey,  or  Rachel  Rnngl,  aa 
abandoned  women. 

"  Odxooka :  muat  one  swear  to  the  tnith  of  a  aong  T*  although 
aa  excellent  Joke,  ware  a  bad  palliation  in  auoh  a  ease.  Fancy 
may  be  flilrly  indulged  in  the  ilhietration,  but  not  in  the  pe^ve^ 
aion  of  fact ;  and  if  the  flctitioua  pictnre  alioald  have  no  general 
raaemblanca  to  the  original,  the  fiouriah  of 

"Truth  Mrm  la  faliy  geOMi  drm'd,**  ^ 

were  but  an  agmvatioff  of  the  wrong. 

Thefiimiif.of  CKRianAN  ie  tadebtod  to  thla  aplandid  hunl. 


nary  of  the  North  for  abundant  notoriety. 

The  William  Chriatian  rapreaented  on  one  part  aa  an  iingi_.. 
ftti  traitor,  on  tlie  other  as  the  victim  of  a  judidai  murder,  and 


hia  brother  (or  ralative)  Bdward.  one  of  the  suite  of  a  Duke* 'of 
Muekingham.  were  ao  ikr  nal  hlatorteal  peraone.  Whether  the 
talenu  and  Skin  of  Edward  in  imposinf  on  Peneila  a  fUgned 


aatenic  villain  ever  praaentod  to  the  imagination,  be  oonaisiont 
•* •    ■  '       -  "tie  indi^"-  '  • 


whh  the  hiatorical  chamoter  of  thia  in9ivtd«al,  is  •■««««  »* 
oubjaete  of  research  to  which  the  novelist  lias  given  a  direat  In- 
vitetion  in  his  piefatory  chapter. 

Bngliah  history  for«shes  few  m«ierials  to  aid  the  iavestlm^ 
iJa  of  transaouons  chiefly  confined  to  the  Isle  of  Man.  Cn^ 
«Dmstences  led  me,  many  years  ago,  lo  visit  this  anoimt  Ulli- 

Cit ;  whetlier  as  one  of  those  *'  smart  feNows  worth  talkfaig 
"  in  consctiuenee  of  a  tumble  from  my  barouche,**  *'  as  a 
rained  miner,**  or  as  '*a  disappointed  speeniaior,"  is  of  no  ma- 
terial import.  It  may  be  Uiat  temporary  embarrassnmftt  drove 
me  into  sechision,  without  ajiiof  the  irreststitile  induoemente 
alluded  to ;  and  want  of  employment,  added  to  the  acquaint- 
•  Ket  tat  Ooke  ctMribad  la  FBTtril,  b«t  Uta  Maip«aion  of  Cbsrlaa  t 
mhk 


mm  ttid  aM  oTa  naaleos  toeal  ntlOMary,  gmdaaOr  Mivb 
examiaatioa  of  aN  aceasaiMa  aaHioirasB  on  thia  fwriiM 
amoi«othem.  8a  it  hanpened,  that  1  had  not  ImMmi 
houra  bt/fon  I  fo«nd  the  aMornfid  ditty  of  *'  WiUlmiO& 
(trmmw/^ir^Uini  IWIMaw,  ihiavanrManticslWiBiSBO^ 
tiaa)  twanged  through  the  daaBi-nnial,deaai-gtlBiil  iiamd 
the  eurman.  and  wafbtod  by  Ihe  laMUadr'a  piotty  tefMrti 
abort,  making  as  greatafim  hi  ite  Httls  sphaib  aiMaa 
Che  nvire  important  ballaf  of  Chevy  Chaee  in  ito  mim  tim 
rhe  burdeo  of  the  aoof  pniparriag  that  William  DMninia 
mirror  of  virtue  and  patrtotiain,  and  that  envy,  baiietf.mi  » 
lice,  and  all  unoharilablBoaaaro»«ate  the  ilMUiuilwrfii 
wisest  and  the  best. 

Themes  of  popular  fesMng  aatamllr  attnat  thswdfj^ 
of  a  stmnger  t  andl  fowdflM  stonr  of  this  MiviM jNi 
abundantly  garbled  and  disoolowedonthe  midarMMiii."i 
of  oircusntaacee  fo  excite  the  deepest  intsrast,  !■  sfai«,» 
be  rendered  intelliaible,  must  bo  approoebedW  i  dnsMB 
nnrte,  in  which  nelBier oUn  pafa,  nor  saaidsn  &,«abatti 
oompanion  of  ow  walk.  .     . 

The  loyal  and  celebrated  Jamea.  aevnalb  Bad  ef  DmIv.# 
indoced,  by  the  aircumstaneesor  flm  times,  to  fix  bii^Mi| 
dsnceinthelaleof  MaBfromM4itol«l.»  Duriartbii|Ni| 
he  oompeead,  In  the  form  of  a  lettert  to  htesenCbarhi,(Uf 
ittange.)  an  hiatorieal  aoeomt  of  ihat  ielaad,  with  •«$ 
Bient  of  his  own  prooeedinga  thero  i  inteispened  «iib  S0 
political  advice  for  the  fliidaBce«of  hjs  aoeoaeaeri  Ml  Mf 
oUmrvation,  wid  ovincimg  an  intimate  acqimjatasw  sit  ■ 
works  or  Maehiavolli.  whicH  It  appaara,  by  a  qnsiatiaalV 
he  had  studied  in  a  Latin  adiMoo.  The  woth,  >tt)>«Yr 
mally  divMed  into  chapters  and  oonabarod  pamgnpte.  "91 
Hissedly  desultory,  and  fonisbes  fins  nMaos  of  detensnaiS 
relative  dates  of  his  (bctei^  which  most  aeoMdlfigly  ba«pi 
by  internal  s  vidanco,  a 

He  appoars  to  have  I 
atinf  the  danger  I 


DuMim  of  EngtanJ in  nmrrnnringi' wHad  ia  ■  tag 

one  manner!  deairinf  new  laws,  llwy  wonld  bare  aawM 
pay  no  tithen  to  the  eleifie,  doapiaad  aathority,  luauawi  imp 

committed  by  the  Oovernor,*'  4te.  *o.  .. 

TheEail'aflratcarowas  to  agipty  himself  to  (he  iiiii^"F 
of  these  insmieetionaiy  moveannte  i  aad  as  ha  fend  AMI* 
terraption  to  hia  proeeediogB  in  the  eoodact  of  MwdOri^ 
Maa^*  an  attaoipt  ahall  be  madoi  eo  fer  wonrUarti«|>"i 
mit,  to  extmct  the  Bsil'e'owa  aeoomitof  thia  penoa.  "j ^ 
aawiytt  gotacqnaioted  with  Oiplain  Glwiatiaa,  wham  1 1*" 

leem  Anv  hwale  MteN^'tM* 
•ba  Sim  ntbad  w  ite  U«  if*» 


wbtn  «vtr/  gaDaat  MtrU  bad  awagad  t 

Oaogw  oTravalt  aad  Invaaloa  oTdM  Idaad  «. ^    w. 

diMppolBMd  of  the  eamiBMd  ha  had  a  ijflrt  6  9*pt»*f_^ 


of  the  eominaiid  ha  had  a  risM  k  acfM,^** 
rabUlavytoloiuthaKlngatTMt.  Aafrtpl^f^S 
naicMd  to,  cxoept  adoabt  of  hU  l«ydty«^<"" 

X  PabHJhad'ln  Paehh  Dm 
I  PS«k,p.ML-4iMi«we 
f  Fidi,44i.    ''Laaibtei 


brought  a  eoiMidarabU  U 
in  ahart,  adf  ht  ba  llaieiMd  to,  noept  a 
"Itarv  tfitH,  vhloh  wtrt  alio**  alfkapMahaMBt. 
PaM&airin  Paehh  Dwldataia  OwfaSt  !»«?»>■.  ^ 

toe lailgM  •■•  rtkfMl,'* ^ •«* 


••  rWahbtonraf  ditaAuBny,aaM»IWN«latibalriaiflbM*fS 
had  la  Wig 


id  pnvloady  hMa  wiihHahad  fa  Wigtopdilr»  ^ .    ^.i 

tt  Thb b an  cuApb  of  tht  diflaaliy  of  •R^<«<^"<;'!ULSt 
«  wonl  nMjy,  ttiiu  anplofcd  at  tha  caribat  laiMS,  ntm^rnfi^ 


tfnBNJDiX  TO  JNTROOUGnON. 


WfidtoluiwabnitiMeBMMlitodoaBeatMMu  IwMtoldiM 
M  made  a  good  fwtttne  in  the  Indiet ;  that  he  was  a  Maokee- 
■H  bom."  •  •  "  He  u  eaMeltant  food  eonpenie ;  aa  niie  aa  a 
im  captain  ahoold  be ;  but  rafloed  aa  one  that  had  civilised 
Uaueir  half  a  fsut  at  Court,  whore  ho  aorved  the  Dake  of 
Bidcinfham."  •  •  •  '*  While  lie  governed  here  aooio  few  reara 
ke  pleawd  me  very  well,"  fte.  itc  **  But  luch  ia  the  eoBdition 
«f  f»n,  that  moot  will  haw  aoaie  fault  or  oth<ir  to  Wvrr  all 
tbair  beat  vortuea ;  and  bia  waa  of  that  coodition  which  ia 
leckooed  with  drunkeoneoa.  ru.  eevetoutnen.  both  mariced  vUh 
90  to  ineieeae  and  grow  m  bmo."  -  •  "  When  a  Prinoe  haa 
cTiea  all.  and  the  favourite  can  dedm  no  mpM,  thejr  both  grow 
weacy  of  one  anotiier."* 

An  aceonot  of  Uie  EarPt  fucoeaaive  publia  meetiaga,  abort, 
ftom  tho  limiti  of  our  aketeh,  ia  extracted  in  a  oote*  ttcm  thp 
baadiaga  of  the  chepten  (aPparenUy  oorapoaed  b7  Peek.)  In 
the  laat  of  theee  meetinga  it  aimean  that  Edward  Chriatiaa 
tClempied  at  iu  cloae  to  reeapitulale  the  buaioeai  of  tlie  daj : 
"  A«iMd  if  we  did  not  agree  uuia  and  tliUB.",meotk>nlng  soom 
Qunga  (ttjra  the  EarU  **  be  had  ioatructed  the  people  to  adce ; 
which  happily  Cbejr  had  forgot"  The  Earl  aceordingiy  roae  in 
■rcath,  and,  after  a  abort  apeech,  *'  bade  the  court  t>j  riae,  «od 
•0  nan  to  speak  nore."— '^  Some,**  be  adds,  "  wore  comntiued 
Itjtimm,  and  there  abided,  until,  upon  nibmmltn  and  aaaoranoe 
fifkbtg  eery  gaatf  and  fwlef.  ther  were  releaaed,  and  others  were 
put  into  their  roona.  I  thought  fit  to  make  (bom  b«  Asep^ 
(but;  aincc  this  thwr  all  come  in  moat  submiaae  and  l«t^»f 
MRMT.'*!  Prett)r  emdcnt  means  of  producing  quiet,  it  the 
detoot  be  strong  onougb,  and  with  it  such  tevt  as  suits  a  an- 
pot^s  hincjr  I  Among  Uie  prisoners  were  Edward  ChrbUan  and 
his  brother  William  of  Knockrushen ;  the  latter  was  releaaed 
a  W44,  on  ffiving  bond,  aiboog  other  cooditioos,  not  wdtpMt 

Of  Edward,  the  Earl  stjra.  **  t  will  rfttum  unto  Chptaln  Cbria- 
dan,  whose  business  most  be  heard  next  week'*  (either  in  16  U 
V  early  in  lt45.j    *'Ba  U  UUUm  prUon,  and  I  believe  manr 


#aadei 
Aoidd 


r  thereat,  as  avouring  of  hvustice,  and  that  hia  trial 
1  be  deferred  so  long.'*^  "Also  bis  busf 


.-        liness  is  of  that 

Midftioa  that  it  eontens  not  Uwm{f  alon*.**   '*  If  a  Jurie  of  (he 

do  pasje  upon  him,  (being  be  bad  so  cajoled  them  to 

..J  he  suiTers  (iu  (lieir  sakea,)  it  ia  llkelj  tliey  should  ouit 

,and  then  might  be  laugh  at  us,  whom  I  bad  rather  he  had 

' — id.'*   "I  r»nember  one  aaid  It  was  much  saA»r  to  take 

£v«a  than  their  estates :  for  their  children  will  sooner 
rgeC  Uio  deatli  of  tlieir  Aither  than  the  loss  of  tboir 
9e«iiBlonie."(  Edward  dUd  te  emtodf  In  Peel  Castle  in  1<50,B 
Itean  impnaonmeot  of  between  seven  and  eight  years  :  and 
m  flur,  4t  least,  no  ground  can  be  discovered  for  that  gratitude 
«Weh  is  afterwards  said  to  have  been  violated  by  this  family, 
Mpss  indeed  we  transplanted  ourselves  to  those  couutries  where 
It  M  the  hshion  to  flog  a  public  officer  one  day,  and  replace 
Inn  in  authority  the  next 

Tlio  insular  records  detail  with  mtnatenoaa  the  eonplai&ts  of 
M  people  relative  to  the  exactions  of  Ihe  ehurcli,  and  tlieir 
i^hisiment  by  a  aort  of  public  arbitration  in  Oetohor,  IMS. 
ht  it  is  singular,  that  neither  in  these  records,  nor  in  tite  EarTs 
mr  stndiea  nanmlive  of  tlie  modes  of  dieeaaeiqii,  tlte  offeaees, 
hd  the  pnoishafMnts.  is  one  word  to  be  found  regarding  the 
hpre  important  points  actually  at  iosne  between  himself  and 
m  people.  The  ftict,  however,  is  ftilly  developed,  as  if  by 
petdent,  in  une  of  the  eliapien  (xvi.)  of  this  yerf  desultory 
Muagacions  perfbmanea.  '"There  comes  this  very  instant 
k  •ecftsion  tome  to  acquaint  you  with  r  special  matter,  which, 
r  by  reason  of  these  troublesome  and  dangerous  times,  I  can* 
9t  bring  to  pnsse  my  intents  therein,  you  may  in  your  better 
Heure  consider  thereof,  and  make  some  use  hereafter  of  my 
ant  labours,  in  the  matter  of  a  cettain  holding  in  this  ooun- 
called  tlie  tenure  of  tbt  stniwtT  whereby  awfl  <ii»Jhi  tketr 

*  nMk,  p.  444.*  Then  k  wnanntlr  sbiim  error  In  Hntchlnaon's  gtm- 
bgy  mt  tlw  ftnlly  In  hb  Hiitery  of  CnmbarUndt  1m  lirgdur.  John, 
n  Ii08;  ad,  dM  yooog;  M,  WUUam,  bora  IflMj  4ih,  Edward, 
Unu-OottrnoK  of  tlM  lilc  of  M«a,  ltS9,  (M«ordiJic  ta  GUu:h«T«ria,  p. 
It,  Itm.}  TbU  Kdwacd'i  hirth  Mnnot  be  pUeed  cmrlier  tlian  1S09,  awl 
■  oaald  not  well  have  Buula  a  foruins  io  ibe  ItidiM,  have  froqiieuied 
H  Court  of  CImj-Um  I.,  and  be  aeleoud  aa  a  lit  penon  to  be  s  g orttrnor, 
^  ths  »C*  uf  19  or  90.  The  ponon  OMnUonad  in  the  taxi  waa  obvioualy 
r  OMlure  age ;  and  BHward  lAe  f oeefnor  appears  to  have  been  toe 
mm§et  tarodier  at  WlUUm  Ciri/tMn,  a  bcaueh  e{  Um  same  family, 
Biiiaring  the  aaUte  of  Kaookniaheo,  near  CasUe  Ruaiien,  who,  aa  well 
•  Bdw«rd|Wa8  ImprieoneU  in  Peel  Caatie  Iu  1613. 

t  Peck,  33B,  at  ecq.  "  Chfap-  «iii.  The  Earl  appointa  a  meetlog  of  the 
aitirSs  every  oian  u>  give  in  hk  grkvaneea ;  upon  whieh  eome  thiuk  to 
Mwte  him,  which  ha  winlta  at,  IMng  not  ready  for  (hen,  tliercfore 
•Joisa  and  dlridea  them ;  on  the  sppointad  day  ha  aopaare  with  a  good 
mr4 ;  die  peopk  gWe  in  their  eonplalnu  quietly  and  retire.    Chap.  ix. 

Cther  mealing  appointed,  when  be  ako  appear*  with  a  good  guard. 
ly  buay  men  epiali  only  Manliee,  which  a  more  deaignlng  perron 
Mbsbly  Capiain  Chrkliaji,  a  late  gorernor)  would  hintler,  bat  (he 
aiifor^-klall;  anWioa  about  It  appearing  in  publlei  the  Mankcsiuen 
nat  lAlkere  and  wranglera;  the  Eari'a  ipiee  gti  In  with  tJiem  and 
ikaaJle  tbrm-  Chap.  z.  Tlie  aighl  befora  (he  meeting  the  K^vl  eon* 
■Ila  with  hk  officers  vh^t  ta  anewer ;  but  talk  them  nothing  of  hb 
^lea ;  eoanparoa  both  rbporta,  and  keepa  baak  hb  owa  opinion ;  eenda 
im»  of  (ha  oitcera,  who  ha  knew  woold  be  troobleiome,  oat  of  the 
r»y,  aboat  Mhar  meters ;  the  (pmeat)  governor  afraah  commemlad  ; 
te(  eoanaailon  ihe  propereat  X^hap.  si.  The  Earl't  oarlWg*  to  the 
pppla  at  tiJa  llret  going  ovw ;  hk  oorrlac*  st  the  mardng  to  moJeat  pe- 
kwaen,  to  inpadeai.  to  the  oioet  conJUent,  and  to  tfa*  mort  dangeroaa, 
ts.  tkeot  wh*i  atood  behind  and  prompted  ethera.  All  (hiiica  being 
fltaad.  Captain  Chrkdaq  nunningly  begins  dkturbanea;  the  Eart^a  re* 
ly  and  n«e«b  to  the  people :  Cawiatian  k  stroke  blank  }  aeveml  peepis 
oMBlttad  to  prtson  aod  fioed,  wUeh  qsieto  them." 

|Peek,44Jl  ^ 

iPWek,44»A 

I  IVltham*k  Tonr,  p.  161,  plasM  (hb  event,  (rhn«  a  prieoncr  In  Peel 
!^e,)  oo  the  aaUiorlly  of  a  tombatone,  in  Iw,  **  John  Oraenhalgh 
tfing  governor."  Nfw  John  Grmnhalgh  oenMd  to  be  gorerafar  in  I6SI  ; 
b*  rhte  k  probably  aq  error  in  the  preet  for  1630. 

I  hi  thf  iraiiiiar  ef  real  esbuaa  nkH  partks  e 

SB 


dispose  thereof  tiHlkeut  ifcsass 
bore  small  rent  line  udto  a  Ibe-I 
are  much  deceived.** 


dtfelliM  are  Xlsir  MM  ftMlfsMl  MIsriCMcas,  «Bd  *•(  Ihey  AMP 
pasee  the  same  to  any,  and  dispose  thereof  tiHlkeut  ifcsass  Utoib 
the  Lord,  but  paying  him  a  bore 
ia  England :  whesBin  Uiey  are  a 

WilPiam  tho  Conqueior,  among  liis  plaas  /br  tte  temM  ^  ^ 
BngUsk  *n^ts,  adopted  that  of  inducing  or  compelling  them 
to  surrender  their  allodial  lands,  and  receive  tliem  bock  to  hold 
by  feudal  tenom.  The  fiorf  of  Derby  projected  the  snrreuder  of 
a  similar  right,  in  order  to  create  tenures  more  profitable  to 
himself—a  simple  lease  for  three  lives,  or  twenty-one  yean. 
The  measure  was  entirely  novel,  althoarii  the  attempt  to  pse* 
vent**  alienation  without  license  from  the  lord,  for  pucpoeea  ot 
a  less  profluble  ezaeiion,  may  be  traced,  together  with  tim 
scenes  of  viol^co  it  produced,  tliruuglt  many  passages  in  Iha 
ancient  records,  which  would  be  inexplicable  without  this  clue 

Tlie  Earl  proceeded,  certainly  with  suAciont  energy  and  con- 
siderable skiU^to  tlia  acoomplishrouot  of  his  object  ^i  the  very 
year  of  his  arrival,  Dec  1643,  be  appointed  commiaaiooerstt  |o 
ouropottiid  for  leasee  cousisting  of  some  of  his  principal  oflloeca, 
(members  of  council,)  who  had  themselves  been  prevailed  on 
by  adequate  considerations  to  surrender  their  estates,  and  ore  by 
general  tradition  accused  of  having  conspired  to  delude  then 
simple  countrymen  into  Uio  porsuasioik  that  having  no  title* 
deeds,  their  estates  were  insecure ;  that  leases  were  title-deeds ; 
and  altboaeh  nominally  fbr  limited  terms,  doclared  the  lands  to 
be  descendible  to  the;r  eMest  sons.  It  is  remarkable  that  tho 
names  of  £i«a»  and  WUUam  CkrUtlan,  two  of  the  oouneil,  ore 
.alone  excluded  fttim  this  commiRoion. 

We  have  already  soen  two  of  the  name  cemnaJttad  to  prison. 
The  following  notices,  which  abundaiiUv  unfold  the  ground  of 
the  Earl's  hostility  to  the  name  of  ChriitiaB,  relate  to  Ewob 
Christian,  the  fktbor  of  William  Dhdne,  and  one  of  tlie  Deem> 
slers  excluded  (torn  the  commission.  '^Onfl  presented  me  a  pe> 
tition  against  Deeauier:i  Chriatiaa,  on  the  behalf  of  on  infant 
wbn  is  conceived  to  have  a  right  unto  his  F!arme  Raiosvray, 
(Ronbldsway,)  one  of  the  principal  holdings  in  this  country, 
who,  by  reuaoa  of  his  eminencie  here,  and  that  he  hotdeth 
much  of  tlie  mme  tenure  of  the  straw  in  othoi  places,  he  is  foo 
obserYed,  that  certainly  as  T  temper  the  mattor  with  him  in  thb. 
By  polici**  Uiey  (tlii 


soe  shall  I  prevail  with  others.' 

Christians)  are  crept  Into  the  ^ .^.  ^ _ 

they  be  seated  round  about  the  country,  and  in  the 


mper  the 
1  principi 


ipal  plftces  of  powei 

iry,  and  jn  the  ueort 

tliey  are  matched  vrith  the  best  fltmijies,"  tee. 


QtlH 


The  pnyer  of  tlie  petition^  tbnnerfy  mentioned  waa  to  thft 
enect,  that  there  might  be  a  mir  tryal,  and  u^ien  tit  right  imji 
rtcovered,  tljat  /  wnld  gramu  them  a  Uax  OUrtttf—tMig  Sebig  to 


the  tenure  tf  the  straw.'*  .  -  .  "  upon  some  confbrenoe  with  tha 
petitioner.  I  And  a  motion  heretofore  was  made  by  my  eommis* 
sioners.  that  the  Deemster  should  give  tliis  ffllow  a  summe  of 
money.  But  he  would  part  with  none,  neverthetone  now  it 
may  be  he  will,  and  I  hope  be  so  wise  as  to  asMsro  unto  himeelf 
his  holdhig,  bir  compounding  with  me  for  the  leaae  of  the  same 
to  whieh,  if  they  two  agree,  I  shall  grant  it  him  on  easy  tormo. 
Por  if  he  break  the  ice,  1  may  haply  catch  some  fish.***^ 

The  issue  of  this  piscatory  project  was  but  too  snoeessAri. 
Bwan  bent  to  the  rvfgn  iif  terror,  and  gave  up  Ronatdavray  tm 
his  Sim  William,  who  acoepted  the  lease,  ond  named  his  own 
descendants  for  the  lives.  Still  ^e  objects  atmined  were  un* 
substantial,  as  being  contrary  to  all  la^',  wrfrien  or  oral :  and 
tho  system  was  incomplete,  until  sanctioned  by  the  semblanot 
of  legislative  confirmation. 

We  have  seen  that  the  Eail  bird  in  the  island  a  eonaldewabto 
military  force,  and  we  know  ftnm  other  sourMsrtt  that  tliey 
lived  iu  a  great  measure  at  tne  quarters.  Wo  have  hia  own 
testimony  for  stating,  that  he  achieved  his  otneots  by  impri- 
soning tintil  his  prisoners  **vromUed  to  te  good;"  mxiA  suceea* 
sivcly  filling  their  places  with  otttens  until  tn(*y  also  eonfiirmod 
to  kU  theory  of  pmio  virtue.  And  Uio  reader  will  be  prepafc 
ed  to  bear,  without  surprise,  Uiat  Itio  some  moans  enablorf 
turn,  i«  1645,  to  arrange  a  legislatureUl  capable  of  yielding  a  ' 

law  eourt,  and  tha  gnntor.  in  the  face  af  the  conn,  tranefcrTsd  hk  tllle 
to  the  porehaaer  by  the  delivery  of  a  straw  ;  which  being  recgrdcL  waa 
hk  title.    The  same  praetiee  prevailed  in  the  trainrfer  of  penohal  pr»> 


they 


dpro- 


hk  title.  The  same  juraetiee  prevailed  in  the  trainrfer  of  penohal 
party.  Sir  Edward  C<4t«i  !*•  "B,  when  speaking  of  the  Uie  of  Man, 
^*  upon  ihc  sale  af  a  bnw,  or  any  coiitcaot  for  any  other  thine,  tl 
maie  the  stipulation  perfeol  per  trnditionevi  ftiputa.*'  (bf  the  dftUv^.j 
of  a  straw.)  Perhaps  a  mora  leaKiMe  etymology  or  eti;pu/(Kl«>R,  tb%s 
<Uf  naual  derivadon  (torn  itipes,  (a  stake  or  tand-onrk,)  or  sdpa,  (s 
pfece  of  money  or  wages.)  * 

**  Among  tboaa  inelancee  In  which  "  the  commands  of  the 
prietor  have"  (iu  the  emphatic  words  of  the  eommieslooera  of  mf, . 
bl.)  "  been  obtmdid  on  the  people  as  lnws,"  we  And,  in  ISBg,  the  pro- 
hibition (o  dkpnee  «f  laiMk  without  licehM  of  tlie  lord,  k  prefbesd  by 
tUe  broad  admission,  Ihat.  "  contrary  to  good  and  laudabk  order,  and 
divera  and  sundry  general  restraints  inatle,  the  InliMbiiaute  hnw,  and 
dailf  do,  noiwiilisiandlog  ihe  •;tid  reslralute,  kujf,  m»U,  ei99,rrant,ek»f 
aitd  exekangt  their  farma,  lands,  Unamtnu,  &e.,  at  tMr  ItMrtiSf  and 
pbn#ur««.''  Alienation  tines  were  (h-st  exaclied  in  IMS.  Repdrt  rf 
JomfnljHiaHara  ot  IMl.     Jnn.  A..  Ro.  71.  R#n.  af  Law  OflW  — 


Commiasionera  of  179L    jlpp.  A.,  No.  71,  Rep.  of  Law  Oflleera. 
The  governor  comptru'lrr,  receiver :  and  John  Cannel,  dceia 
^^  Deemater.eviibntlyAnglleked,  the  person  who  dke  ,^ 

d«elrnation  anciently  unknown  among  tbo  natives,  who  oonUnna  t«i  eislff 


thk  oflioer  Brth/,n,  identical  with  the  name  of  Ihoea  jvdgca  sntf  l«w«  ear 
oftKn  mentioned  in  the  Historiss  of  InUod. 

RP.«k.44T. 
lb.  4^ 
1  Uve  aaoeminsd  the  daife  of  ibk  MiMon  te  bs  t«» 

••  •  CoMfOumes*  k  nol  attribntcd  to  {he  h«ul  of  thk  Annlly  t  bet  t«« 
Earl  makes  himself  merry  with  his  gailaniry—natnnil  ehlMren.  R  ssania, 
took  the  name  of  their  father,  and  not  of  thck  mother,  aa  elSSarbete,  and 
"  Ihe  deemster  did  nol  get  soe  many  for  luet'a  sake,  as  to  make  tha  mm.o 
of  Christian  flourish."  Of  liiie.  or  a  successor  of  the  aame  mune^t  k 
reiai*!,  that  he  **  won  SOW.  at  play  fh>m  the  fflehap  of  Sedsrmd  Ma*u 
wtth  whirh  he  pwri'haaed  the  manor  of  JEksnrigg  in  tJesaberiawl,  siV< 
poeeeaaod  by  thai  faaiily." 

ttt  Kvide..ce  on  the  nipck  trial  of  WiTOnm  DhAna. 

lit  We  shall  see,  by  and  by,  a  very  simple  nwthdri  of  paSMut  a  ^i«* 
cia]  and  le^ialatlv*  t>bdy.  by  r«m«vta(  and  repiaoti^  seven  fndMdMka 
byoMamithrsi 


APPENDIX  TO  iNtROmrcnoN. 


ftoMd  aneat  U>  Oiit  notable  ifctein  of  nlbiniMioa  and  lovinc 
kindofmi        . 

ThM  ia  parhapt  the  most  eonv«ni«nt  plaee  Ibr  itatinr,  that, 
in  tite  lubsequent  luncnder  of  the  taland  to  the  troope  of  Uie 
Parliament,  the  only  •lipulatidn  Aiade  br  the  Ulandert  wai, 
**  that  they  miKht  enjoy  their  landi  and  libertieii  aa  they  for- 
merly had."  In  what  manner  tKif  ilibulation  was  performed, 
my  notes  do  not  enable  me  to  itate.  The  rettomtion  of  Charlet 
IL,  propitiotti  in  other  respects,  inflicted  on  the  Isle  of  Man  thft 
revival  of  its  feudal  government;  and  the  aflfkir  of  the  tenurea 
'  continaod  to  be  a  theme  of  perpetual  contest  and  unavailinf 
eomplaint,  until  Anally  adjusted  m  1708,  throa|[h  the  mediation 
of  uie excellent  Bishop  Wilson,  in  a  leaialative  compromise, 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Act  of  Settlement,  whereby  the 
people  obtaroed  a  ftill  reoofnition  of  their  ancient  rights,  on 
condition  of  doubling  the  actua,l  quit  rents,  and  consenting  to 
alienation  fines,  first  exacted  by  the  Earl  Jaoraa  in  164S.* 

In  1648,  William  DhOne  was  appointed  Rereiver  General ; 
and  in  the  same  year  we  find  hit  elder  brother,  Juhn,  (assistant 
Deemster  to  his  father  Ewan,)  committed  to  Peel  Castle  on  one 
of  tlieae  occasions,  whh:l)  stronrly  marks  the  character  of  the 
peraon  and  the  times,  and  afiTords  also  a  glimpiie  at  the  feeling 
or  the  people,  and  at  the  condition  of  the  devoted  flunily  of 
Christian.  The  inquisitive  will  find  it  in  a  note  \^  other  readers 
will  pass  on. 

The  cirr.umstanoes  are  fkmiliariy  known,  to  th«  reader  of 
Ehrliah  history,  of  the  march  yof  the  Earl  of  Derby,  in  1651, 
with  a  corps  from  the  ble  of  Man  fbr  the  service  of  the  King  ; 
his  joinina  the  royal  arm^  on  the  eve  of  the  battle  of  Worces- 
ter ;  his  flight  and  imprisonment  at  Chester,  after  that  ugnal 
defeat  i  and  his  trial  and  execution  at  Bolton  in  LancaJhire, 
by  the  oAcera  of  the  Parliament,  on  the  16th  October  of  that 
year. 

Immediately  afterwards.  Colonel  Duckenfield,  who  command- 
ed at  Chester  on  behalf  of  the  Parliament.  pr<>ceeded  with  an 
aimament  of  ten  ships,  and  a  considerable  military  force,  for 
the  reduction  of  the  Isle  of  Man. 

William  Christian  was  condemned  and  ex^puted  in  166S-S, 
for  acts  connected  with  its  surrender,  twelve  vears  befbre, 
which  are  still  involved  in  obscurity  ;  and  it  will  be  most  ac- 
captablo  lo  the  general  reader  that  we  should  pass  over  the  in- 
t^rinediate  period,!  and  leave  the  tkcu  regarding  this  indivi- 
dnal,  all  of  them  extraordinaiy,  and  some  of  peculiar  interest, 
to  be  developed  by  tlie  recdrd  of  the  trial,  and  documents  da- 
rived  fh>m  other  sources. 

A  mandate  by  Charles,  8th  Earl  of  Derby,  dated  a*  Latham, 
in  September,  1663,  after  descanting  on  tlie  heinous  sin  of  rebel- 
lion. "  aggrarated  by  its  being  instrumcntalf  in  the  death  of 
the  Lord ;  and  staling  that  ho  m  himself  concerned  to  revenge 
a  ttjhfir'a  blood,"  orders  William  Christian  to  be  proceeded 
■gainat  furtliwith,  for  all  his  illej^nl  actions,  atJ^fore,  or  after, 
the  year  1651,  (^  pretty  sweeping  range.)  The  indictment 
charges  him  with  "  being  the  head  of  an  insurrection  against 
the  Countess  of  Derbv  in  1651,  asuuming  tbe  power  unto  him- 
self, and  depriving  her  Ladyship,  his  L^roship,  and  heirs, 
tlieroof.** 

A  series  of  depoaitioos  appear  on  record  from  the  8d  to  the 
18th  October,  and  a  reference  by  the  precious  depositariee  of 
justice  of  that  day.  to  the  twen  tv- four  Key  «,n  "Whether  upon 
the  examination  taken  in  writ  before,  you  find  Mr.  W.  Christian 
of  Ronaldsway.  within  c^Hnpaas  of  the  statute  of  the  year  H3a.— 
that  is,  to  receive  a  sentence  toWiout  quest,  or  to  be  tried  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  law."  This  body  designated  on  the  record 
"  so  many  of  the  Keys  aa  ware  then  present."  were  in  number 
aevontflpn ;  bet  not  being  yet  aufficientljr  loiect  to  approve  at 
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„  , 4  ChurlM  Vknrlwn 

lion,  that  being  in  England,  lio  fell  into  company  whlT  a  yoang  i 


»  Report  of  1791. 
'1  A  peraon  named  C 


I  Vanrhan  ia  bronght  to  lodge  an  infonna- 

„    „       ^ ,  lio  fell  into  company  whh  a  yoang  man 

d  Chiiatian,  who  aald  km  bad  lately  left  the  lale  of  Man,  and  wa« 

In  acareh  of  a  brotlier,  who  waa  clerk  to  a  Parliament  Officer ;  that  in 
•oawer  to  lotDe  queationa,  ha  aaid,  **  The  Earl  did  iiae  the  iiihahitanti  nf 
that  lale  very  hantly  ;  had  eitreaied  great  flnea  frem  the  'nhabiianu; 
bad  ehaoced  the  ancient  (enarea,  and  forctd  them  to  uke  leaaea.  That 
as  had  taken  away  one  hundred  pound*  a-year  from  hit  father,  and  had 
kepi  hia  uncle  in  priaoa  four  or  Ave  year*.  Bui  if  ever  (he  Cart  came  to 
England,  he  had  need  the  inhabilanU  ao  hardly^  that  he  waa  aiire  they 
would  noTer  Buffer  him  to  land  In  that  ialand  again."  An  order  ii  given 
to  impriaen  John  Chriatlan  (probably  the  reputed  head  of  the  fami)  f| 
bia  faJier  being  adeanned  in  yeara)  in  Peel  Caatle,  until  he  entered  into 
toonda  to  be  Ap  good  behaviour,  and  not  to  depart  (k*  hU  vU\out  ticenu. 
—  (Inaular  Record*.)  The  yoooa  man  in  qoeation  ia  akid  to  have  been 
the  M/o  of  William  Chriatian  of  Knoekmaben- 

I  Some  readen  may  deaire  an  outline  of  thla  period.  The  lordehip 
•f  the  laiand  waa  given  to  Lord  Fairfax,  who  deputed  comminiooen  to 
rcgtilntc  It*  affair*  1  dim  of  iham  (Ctin]fin«r)  published  an  acoonnt  of 
Uic  lilaEtJ  Ln  [fAiA.  kit  pull  down  Wi,||lai»  Chriatian  a*  Receiver-Gene- 
lal  in  i(^  "AtGfhd  htin«n>t  ai  tii>*Trii;>r.  from  1656  to  1658,  (Saeha- 
vrriri,  ti  lOl^i  ]ii  wlhkli  ie*r  he  mi  ikirc^eded  by  Chalooer  himielf. 
.Hm  uf  ifioi      '  '■  -•--.t--i--j         t_-j 


inn,.  It  woiill  * 


I  that  be  had  retained 


AiBonr  Ihe  ananaaL^i _ 

till  4im»  of  kr?iirer  wbLEe  uffici^tiFt^  m-t  Governor;  and  episcopacy 
baling  twrn  ^iwliahed,  and  ibc  rcceit^li  vt  Die  aea  added  to  thoac  of  the 
tic^teoMtf,  hi  haJ  lajps  flccoimu  Ee  irll^,  for  which  Cbsloner  Mqnes> 
Urt4  Urn  ttmtm  in  ^n  ^il>Kn«^  aitd  ifnprinjiied  and  held  to  bail  hi*  bro- 
I4ivr  /nil 6  fbr  nJdiiif  mkmx  be  ™Jii  IvIj  mf.^{3t ;  hi*  urn  Georce  relumed 
from  KuiiMirl,  b}' p«riTii|]|j«pt  pf  l^oi'l  Kintiax,  to  aelUe  hi*  father'*  ac- 
cwiiif*'  t^haloibfT  iiihitfni'  Ml,  iHatiba  r« ^ leaues  of  the  aupprcaaed  a«e 
-w€jv  nQt  appmpriaii^  la  itip  prLiratti  kite  of  Lord  Fairfax,  *'^^  "for 
Iha  b<li#«  i^nc^eira ^ raent  anO  ■4|taiun  uf  ihe  miniatera  of  the  Goepel, 
lad  fof  lh«  pivqjDtLEii  nf  Ifc^ruJ Jijjt ,  °^^^  iiurirerrcd  all  this  revenrrc  npon 
'  ibi  mic44lvr*,  aini  ^lIu  tm  inaJ  s^aimmi;  ttcc  lehoola.  i.  «.  at  CaBlletown, 
i'wfi,  r>giij(]9<M,  *iieI  Ramuj.''  Cbaltiucr  i-ajra  a  liberal  tribute  lo  the 
laltnl*  ftl  Ui«  <9rr£jr,  aod  \i't  learujjtj^  iruJ  {nely  of  Ihe  tale  biahopa- 

%  SrttM  J-rmuk  :i3  Cliri^li^o^i  d^'Uig  »v"^c«li>  that  the  ku  £«rl  had 
t**n  o^uiaJ  difbiLiUf*  b*f&iT  ihr  Inmrtrfilon. 

I  Hm  4  0un   f«r   i:rittiiii«i    u-tila  v>4  [;D.ij^.poMd  of  the  governor  and 
»iiKLi  (miihJtjdkiji  I'jc  dfe^mabcffrj'  iraJ  Hit  Ll^*,  who  alao.with  the  lord, 

I  ihi   Our*  r>raL^hn  nf  ih«  leflhlMive  body  ;  and  it  waathe 

n  eiMB  *(  ilji^tM  to  refer  pumti  af  eoctonurj  law  U)  the  dcem> 
■  Mdksya. 


anWMM  vfAMtf  <rtal.  ma4B  their  letVB.  T^  be  liisd  tyessoid 
law. 

On  the  f6th  November,  h  ia  raeordad.  that  the  Ootom^ 
Attomey-Qeneral  haviiif  procee|led  to  ihe  jail "  witb  •  gw^if 
soldiers,  to  require  him  (Chrittinn)  to  the  bsr  to  msiiiii 
trial,  he  refused,  and  denied  to  ceine,4nd  sbide  tbtNii^ 
(admirable  courtesy  to  invite,  instead  of  bTinfinrbiaafli 
bar !)    Whereupon  the  Govemor  demanded  the  Isvof  D«» 


tian  having  not  appeared  and  Mr.  Edward  Chriitisn.if  basa 
and  assistant,  having  also  /^retonw  »  Wi  tai  this  Court,  hi^ 
said  Deemster  Norna  craved  the  advice  and  ssnttaneeifli 
twenty- four  Keys ;  and  the  said  Deemster  tnd  Ke; 


twenty- rour  Keys;  and  me  said  ueemsier  tnd  Ken  dnal 
the  law  therein,  to  wit, that  he  is  at  the narey of  tteUi 
for  lifb  and  goo<b.  ^ 

It  will  be  observed,  that  seven  of  the  Keys  arm  taai 
absent,  on  what  account  we  shall  presently  sea  AO  tbii^ 
very  cleverly  arranged  by  the  following  recorded  arte,  ■ 
December— ''  Theu  f^f  tkt  tmnx^fowr  Ktjp  §n  nmmi  irS 
CompAftf,  fa  r^fltrtnee  to  mf  He»tmrabk  Lorfi  trttr  <««] 
Aa{fi'*  enumereting  feven  names,  not  of  the  sereolseB  Mr 
mentioned  jand  naming  aevea  others  who  *'  ars  vmn^  u  i 
planes."  'rhe  judicature  is  farther  iaaproved  by  t 
eighth  faadividual  of  the  firat  sevmtaen  to  the  o 


his  place  with  another  proper  peraon.  These  ^ts  have 
lated  with  some  ralnutenesa  of  detail  for  two  reuon;  ._.- 
tiiough  nearly  equalled  by  some  of  the  aubseqaent  pnemNJ 


they  would  not  be  credited  on  comrnoa  authoritr ;  is<1 
They  render  all  comment  onnecesaary,  and  prrpsie  at  r^ 

for  any  judgment,  however  extraordinary,  to  bee ' 

such  a  tribunal. 

Then  oomo  the  proeeedinga  of  the  SSlh  Daeamber-'nag 
posala,  aa  Uiey  are  named,  to  the  Deena1erB,tt  waA  ti«» 
Keys  now  assembled.  "  to  be  answered  in  pohit  irf  hw'j 
Any  malefkctor.  Ac.  being  indicted,  4lcc.  and  denjiiif  l»l 
the  law  of  his  country  in  that  ooom.  (notwiti  ' 
argument  or  plea  he  may  ofiRw  for  himaelf.)  and  thL  .^ 
edto  forfbit  body  and  goods,  &c  whether  he  may « 
obtain  the  same  benefit,  Ac.  Ac.:  to  which,  on  the  a 
they  answered  in  the  negative.  It  was  foond  pnelii- 
the  Bist,  to  bring  the  prisoner  to  the  bar.  to  hear  bii « 
of  being  "'ahot  to  iMih,  that  tkeret^on  Ait  /(fe  sui  dr 
Ail  body;"  which  sentence  ¥ras  executed  on  the M si 
1663. 

That  he  nsade  "an  excellent  speech.*'  at  the  jriatttf 
tlon,  is  recorded,  where  we  should  little  expMttstr 
the  Parochial  Register;  ttie  accumcv  of  that  whtdT 

K reserved  as  such  in  the  family  of  a  clergyman,  (aa^i 
ave  been  printed  on  or  before  1776,::)  resu  chirflrf 
evidence ;  and  on  its  accordance,  in  some  material f^ 
fkcts  suppressed  or  distorted  in  the  Records^  but  a 
the  proceedings  of  tlie  Privy  Council.    It  is  tbt 
without  abbreviation,  and  the  material  points  ofe\ 
voluipinous  depositions  on  both  trialsH  are  extr 
ence  in  a  note.li 

%  The  srandaon  of  Evmrn.    It  ■ppeara  ^y  the  proceedi*fidlS| 
In  council,  1663,  that  •'  kt  did,  wAen  tA«  foitrf  rtfmtd  »•*■ 
dereiurd  WUlinm  CAHatimi'e  plea  of  the  Act  of  indou^.M 
prolea^otion  againat  tlieir  UtrgiU  prvt^tdingt,  and  did  a  ' 
aelf,  and  came  to  England  lo  aoiioil  hla  Majesty,  and  iaipl*t 

**  The  CommiaMonera  of  1791  are  in  doabt  Mcardfa^  ttelM 
and  the  manner  in  which,  die  kejra  war*  firat  elected;  dwaNN 
cedent  had  serluipa  not  fallen  under  their  o 


f  t  Hugh  Cannei  waa  cow  added  aa  a  aecotid  DoemMcr. 

il  On*  of  Uie  eopie*  in  nir  poaaeaaioo  I*  autad  to  be  oai 
year  fh>m  Ute  primed  qpeeeb,  the  other  aa  autcd  in  ik*  ttxt. 

f )  Both  trials:  die  fliet  i*  for  the  aame  purpoae*  a*  iIn  t^>P*l 
Jury,  with  thia  moat  ecpeelal  difference,  that  evideno*  badaBi 
IA«  pritoner,  and  it  liiu*  becomes  what  it  ia  ffoquendr  (■""O' 
uial ;  Uie  aecond,  if  the  iDdietmeot  be  fovod,  ia  ia  aS  mf^  61 
by  petty  Jury  in  England. 

11  Thia  te*tim>«ny  will  of  eovrae  be  received  with  dw  

confronted  with  ihe  only  defenoe  known,  that  of  hi*dyia(f" 
goea  to  establish  that  Christian  had  placed  himaelf  at  Ur  kw 
aaaoeiatlon,  bonnd  by  a  •ecret  eath,  lo  "  wiihatand  die  Uiljr"  •* 


into  negotiations  with  the  Parliament,  contrary  to  hcrproaiti 
«iunicnte  with  him  in  attch  a  cdae ;  thai  Chriatlaa  andiii*  ssied 
olared  that  ahe  was  about  to  aell  them  for  twopence  erihrecpeecci 
that  ha  told  hia  aaaoeialea,  that  he  bad  entered  into  eonespoaM 
Major  Fox  and  the  Parliament,  and  reodvcd  ibeir  aadMriir  «>' 
country  ;  that  in  eonaeqtienee  of  thia  insnrrcctioii  her  ladyship  ■( 
commMeioners  to  treat  with  other*  **  on  thg  part  of  Uu  cea^ 
arlicleaof  agreement  were  concluded  (e*e  ih*  speech)  vkieli 
now  appear;  that  on  the  appearance  of  Duekenlcid's  dt^** 
for  Ramsay  Bay,  one  of  th*  insurgenU  twarded  tbem  of  D"' 
give  intelilgence  of  .the  condition  of  th*  country  ;"  the  61 
marched  nnder  the  covemor,  Sir  Philip  Msagrsve,  fir 
when  the  shipping  had  anchored,  a  depuUlioB  of  three  .  ^^ 
John  Christian,  Ewen  Carphey,  and  William  StaadUi,  pn^ 
board,  to  negotiat*  for  the  surrender  of  the  hland  (where '*■■ 
does  not  appear.)  Tbe  dcetruclion  of  the  anicica  of  agrr^stJ 
ailenoe  of  the  records  renrdiog  the  relative  strength  «  die  wf^ 
as  without  the  meaifs  oidetermlning  tbe  degree  or  oierit  sr 


ascribed  to  theee  negotiatora,  or  the  prpcii*  aat^iorlty  aDdcr  «l 
acted ;  but  the  gricvancea  to  be  redressed,  are  ciearsd  A*^**^ 
rity  hf  the  airsoriicient  tefciimony  of  th«  terms  deasa^lad  W 
victors,  ••  tMat  they  mif ht  tnjoy  Uuir  land*  and  lihfftim  «, 
they  had :  and  that  it  was  demanded  whether  tl 
nothing  else  was  demanded  that  this  exaninanl 
of  Loyal  Port  near  Ramsay,  (commandod  by  a . 
wasmad*  Driaoner,)  and  ot  Peel  Castle,  appoar  on  »««"JJ  "T 
could  be  foond  regarding  the  sMrrtfnder  o/  CattU  ih<«**ft^^ 
CounUta  of  Derby^a  tubtfoumt  imprisonMenf.  Hadihi  *a««i 
tale,  of  William  Christlao  having  " ueaeheroasiy  seia«d  ■P*}-' 
and  her  children,  with  the  governora  of  both  e«alles  lo  the  e/^ ' 
iilgbi">-  (Rolfs  History  of  ths  lals  ef  Mail,  pshOhrt  Is  lf">r 


iJFtJCNDlK*^  imB/StfCCtlM. 


"OiiintiMial  M^  tiw  fwt  of  TOO  who  hm««  MaonpuiMd  im 
Ikdar  to  tlM  gtto^or  dwiii,  I  kaatw  yw  oipMt  1  tlMNM  My 
MwttiiDg  at  ny  <lap«ftim  {  iftd  indaed  I  am  in  wam»  oMamra 
lilimf  to  aatufy  you,  havinr  not  htd  tha  least  liberty,  •inoe  ray 
■piMnment,  to  apanaiat  any  with  the  aadneaa  6r  my  Milfer- 
m,  which  flMh  fid  Mood  oould  Mt  have  eadured.  without 
to  power  and  aaaiatanoe  of  my  moat  fOMioat  and  food  God. 
Np  whoae  haB4b  1 4o  now  eonmil  my  poor  aoai,  aet  dtMbtioff 
■t  that  I  shall  very  qalekly  bdin  the  arms  of  his  mercy. 
**l  am,  as  you  now  see,  hurried  hither  by  the  power  of  aprv- 
■M  csarf  ^  ju»tk%,  the  membeis  whereof,  or  at  least  the 
Mtest  patt  of  them,  are  by  no  means  oaalMed,  b«t  very  Ul 
jjMat  iMr  new  iHaea&    Tha  reasons  yoa  nsy  give  your^ 

^&eaasalbtwUehIam  broofht  hither,  as  the  frempM 
i  tknutmi  jury  has  delivered,  is  hiih  traason  a<amst  the 
pnlefs  Dowacer  of  Derby,  9&t  that  1  did,  as  they  say,  in  tha 
ir AAyooa,  raise  a  foree  actinst  her fbr tha sapprssiipg and 
iliaf  oat  Cliat  hmily.  How  muust  the  aecnsatioa  i^  very 
reryoa  that  hear  me  this  day  but  can  witness;  andl&sr<»s 
irWnc  9f  (*s  Mpte,  in  whaoh  afterwards  I  eame  to  be  en- 
id,  did  not  at  all,  or  in  the  least  decree,  intend  the  pr^ju- 
l«t  ruin  of  chatfhmily;  AseUe/wMrsqrMaf.««M«i0«tf 
'^^,  dMrfsfr**  dap*.  9r  tkuntttm,  Hfin  tkat  Mm  Up- 
Battlie  trtteeanse  of  that  risinf,  aa*  Asiwv  did  Mnee 
in,  wav  to  preaaat  griewenaee  to  oa»  Hoaauiabla  Lady  i 
J  was  doae  by  no.  aad  afterwards  approved  by  her  Lad^- 
onder  the  hand  of  her  then  aeerstary,  M.  Trsvach,  who  ts 
rau^  flsMdl  9gntwu9i  mm  tutct^  to  siy  saw  raM  tMi  wty 
hw^'tandisnavrms^aaasjtrssdiyMisML  The  Lord  God 
•itam  Uw  i^jnstiee  of  their  deafioia  with  an,  aodi  wish 


iny  hears  it  may  not  be  laid  to  their  dMigaaaotharday  i 

BOW  sea  me  hen  a  taerf/les  resdy  »  b$  tfoni  r- 
\  IMS  ik$  fntsTvatUm  tf  war  Utu  Md  Jartimu 


now  sea  me  hen  a  taerf/les  resdy  <s  b$  qfvtt  up  for 
\  IMS  lk$  fntsTvatUm  tf  wnr  Ikm  Md  Jartimu  wMA 
ia  tesard,  M  <te/ IsiHdtenmpft  yw  and  year  (then  in 


MMtirrafn.  I  wish  you  still  may,  ns  hitherto,  enjoy 

mefit  and  bleMinf  of  peaee,  thoiaak  ftom  that  mi- 

i  now  I  havaaiiU  beoa  praaeoamd  and  panecated,  nor 

iaiBr  sinaa  found  a  plane  to  rest  myMlf  in.    Bnt  my  God 

nar  blessed  and  praised,  who  hath  fiven  me  so  larfe  a 

ief  pataaaee  I 

_U  Bsrvieaa  I  have  dooe  for  thai  Noble  Ftaoily,  by  whoee 

nam  aow  f  takonp  latest  bmath,  I  dare  appeal  to  them- 

Lwhrnher  1  Iwvenot  deeervad  better  thin^ftom eame  of 

fclhan  the  amitsnoe  af  ma  bodily  destruction,  and  Mizure  of 

^r  flstato  my  aoo  oucnt  to  enjoy,  being  purehased  and 

a  by  his  gmiidrather.  It  might  have  been  much  better  had 

-at  it  m  the  serriee  of  my  Hoooamble  Lord  of  Derby 

tanily  ;  theM  thia^  I  need  not  BMntioa  to  yoa,  for 

baMMt  of  you  are  witnesses  to  it.    I  shaU  new  beg  your 

naee  while  I  tail  yod  hara.  in  the  preaenoe  of  God,  tliat  I 

r  in  ail  my  life  acted  any  thing  with  intention  to  pr^udioe 

-eign  Lord  the  King,  nor  the  into  Earl  of  Derby,  nor 

^  —  .  Burl ;  sat  netwJihstandiag,  Mag  in  Jafiewd  at  the 

^m^  hit  saaed  M^iMty's  happy  rssteratioo,  I  went  to  Lon- 

4fk  viUi  oaay  others,  to  have  a  sight  of  my  gradoas  King, 

«Mt  God  pieaerva.  and  whom  until  then  I  nesw  had  seen.  Bat 

■jgtM  sot  long  thera  when  1  w;*s  arrested  upon  an  action  of 

■    Bty  tfUMSBod  pounds,  and  clapped  up  in  the  Fleet ;  unto 

<   ah  action,  I  being  a  etmnfsr,  eodtd  me  no  bail,  bat  was 

la  kept  aeariy  a wkiola  year.    How  I  nflbrad  God  he  knows; 

at  last,  hanof  gained  my  liberty,  I  thoaght  good  to  advise 

b  esveral  caatNmen  eonoaming  liis  Majesty's  gracious  Act 

Msranity  Uiat  was  then  set  forth,  in  which  I  thought  my- 

aanearned ;  unto  which  they  told  me.  then  was  no  doubt 

,   aenade  bat  that  all  aetione  eommteled  in  the  Me  of  Man, 

,    iav  in  any  kind  to  thewar,  ware  aardoned  by  tha  Act  of 

I   toaify,  and  all  atfaer  places  witinn  kia  Mii^esty's  domihiona 

'  ntriea.  Whereapaa,  and  having  been  forced  to  abMntmv- 

or  wife  and  children  near  thrM  years,  being  all 

'  ""  ftt  content  and  mtis- 

I  to  leeaive  the  cqm- 

id  poor  Ihmily.   But 

J  pr  the  fovter^  but  mf  God 

ever  be  pmised^-^thmigh  he  kill  me.  yet  will  I  trust  in  him. 
nay  justly  mj  no  man  in  this  Island  knows  better  than 
■f  the  ptfwer  the  Lord  Deitoy  hath  in  this  Island,  aubordi 


JMaJeaty*s  most  gracious  Aet  of  Indemnity  gave 

I  eoafldeaea  and  assurance  of  my  safetv ;  on  which,  and 

'~'  I  made  to  his  saciml  Majesty  and   Privy  Council, 

miuataMsef  the  preoaediag"  had  against  foe,  I  did 

ily»  beias  hteMaiasty^  anbjbet  herav aad  a  deniien  of 

I  both  by  birthaad  fortune.    Aad  teraganf  i  JtoM  dUo- 

i  power  ^  mp  lari  Dtrkg**  Act  ^  Indemnity,  wkkA  yoit 

I  on  tb«  ilIghtMt  Mmbl«ne9  of  inib.  w*  Bhoald  inevitably  bav* 

'■  attempt  to  prova  it  in  tl»  pro«Mding«  of  ihii  mock  ttial.    In. 

M«  of  KolheMIe  -delidto,  llw  mdltion  nf  \m  adrcnctl  tp,  that 

JSUpv  •■  lonrehig  tha  prataaHinga  ■«  Ranuav,  luatenad  %o  cm- 

mavcnel  aha  iiad  pnpwaa,  bat  wea  iataneriarl  balbraalM  could 

Ik    ^ttm  suea  aneuialatv  esiata  trtia  ragsKl id  my  M^vtlatien^ 

Rywi.  vith  tlM  elBcan  of  dw  Parliament,  ai  aiRrmad  by  the  iMnr« 

B  ite  iE«rl*B  Aral  lattar,  after  Ida  raptora  ami  before  hia  trial,  Mfi, 

I  rtattera  to,  ii  will  tie  beat  for  you  to  mnke  eomliUona  for 

"  '     it«iAlrrlaBria,ia  (te 


m  fetthar  a«>«e  vith  GoL  Ducfcaaflald }  wtio  Mag  oa  aaoehi 
abaro.vlird««iliikM,  fiW  bia  ewa  bonour,  deal  blriy  with 


•  Ba  aMrn  aJMts  hMobaiM  at  tbnt  rime  that  k  night  fatdiieneo 
Jahict  aod  UMSiaquaatamiafleottng  leoaff  vHttea  iaimadiatolr 
ahbeaa^tion,  repeats  ika  aaotM  adSMeltloaa  la  tnmt.    Rait,  pp. 

a<Mt.  aa  migtt  -m  aapalid,  la  aatta  ba  tncad  oe  the  record  of 


amslMtilM,  dad  Mt  JI^Mf^  irt  ciir  M«  grM»4riMr*it». 

t  have  with  graatsr  viotoiice  been  neraeeutad ;  jdt  deverthaMi 
I  do  declare,  that  no  subjeet  wHataver  eon  or  ought  to  triai 
apoti  them  acta  of  indemnity  but  hia  saered  M^jeetr  oaly,  with 
the  eonArmation  of  PaitianmiL 

"n  is  veryflt  I  should  my  something asto  myadaoation  and 
religion.    I  think  I  need  not  inform  you,  for  youkll  know,  I  wai 


brou{(ht  up  a  son  of  the  Church  of  fiiigland,  vrhioh  vras  at  that 

•^ *- '— ^ -*  -• nd  lo  ray  endlem  oomlhrt  I 

WftiMM  eovaval  df 


tfane  m  her  splendour  and  glory ;  and  lo  ray  endlem  oomlhrt  1 
w . = — -afoithfolr      •  '      - 


hatw  ever  since  eontii... 
my  aetiona  in  the  late  tii 


oflibertjr.    And  as  for 


1  never  was  uainst  ntonarehy,  whi^  now,  to  mjr^souils 


ight  lifo  and  ooaversalion  may  huti 
of  our  moioua  King,  under  whdoa 
lie  inflaite  many  long  oeotinn  tbeea 


—»-.«»«.., .  have  lived  to  sse  is  aefUed  and  establishad.   I  aaa 
well  asiured  that  men  of  upright  lift  and  fl 
the  (kvourable  coimtenanoe  of  < 
hapny  govammen^  God  of  hia  ii 

htt  Kingdoma  and  domhiiona.    And  now  I  do  . , 

thank  my  good  God  that  Ihtva  had  w  aaMh  libevlgr  aod  timata 
dnburden  myself  of  Mveral  things  thathavalaid  heavy  upoaan 
aU  the  tkne  of  my  imprisoomeat,  in  wMeh  1  have  not  had  Mm 
■of  my  thougkbs ;  and  ftom  my  aiMM 
"  -^beq 


»r  Atertv  fsMM*  or  wrim  anvtif 
I  wish  all  ammosity  may  after  i 
mvdeath  by  none  be  called  in 


mydeatht 

mvdeath  by  none  be  called  in  qaeelion,forl  da  fteely  forgiaa 
all  that  have  had  any  hand  in  aiy  pameoutioot  and  majr  ear 
good  God  preserve  yoahll  io  peace  and^aiet  tha  waHiimiardI 


Id  laml  mq»,  ah 

tmedaygivaanaoeoantof  ally 

tha  Maning  of  Almighty4aod  be  urith  yen  all,  and  ptawrre  yaa 
from  violabt  death,  aad  keep  yoafaipeaoeof  eonaeieneaall  yoar 
dwsi 

^  I  will  DOW  hasten,  for  ray  flmh  is  willing  to  ba  dissolved,  tad 
my  spirit  to  ba  with  God.  whd  hath  given  me  foil  aaauraaca  aT 
hia  mercy  and  pardon  for  all  my  sins,  pf  which  his  unspeafcaMa 
goodnam  and  lovinf  kiadaaH  nKy  poor  soul  as  exeeedingty 
ntisllad.** 

MM».t    HerahefelluponhiskBeea.andpasaadaomatiuMhi 

fnavart   then  rising  e:       ' 

soldikra  appointed  for 

who  aie  appointed  by  lot  l 

fan.*'    He  raoueetad  them  and  ail  present  to  piay  f . 

mg.  "  There  ia  but  a  thin  vail  betwiit  mb  aad  death  t  onw 
mom  I  requMt  your  pnyers,  for  now  I  taka  my  test  foiawalU'* 

Tbeaoldien  wished  to  bind  him  to  iha  spot  on  which  ha 
stood.  Hesaid.  "TkoaMaaotyoumelvaaoftBMiforlthatdaw 
flkoe  death  m  whatever  form  heeooMe,  wiU  taitatart  at  your  foa 
aad  bullets;  oerean  the  power  fw.  have  depova  om  of  nv 
eoumga."  At  hw  deeira  a  pieea  of  whito  paper  was  given  hua, 
which  With  the  utmost  oampoenre  he  pbnied  to  bis  braaa^ 
to  dtreet  them  where  to  aim ;  «)d  alter  a  ahort  prarer  addrem* 
ad  Iha  aoldiers  thu»>-'<  Hit  thi^  and  you  do  your  own  and 
iDf .  work."  Aad  psasently  aHer,  atratching  forth  hia  aiaia. 
which  was  tlie  signal  he  gava  ibem,  he  wa*  shot  through  tha 
hoait  aad  fell. 

Edward  Christian,  the  Mphew,  aod  Oeorgei,  the  son  of  tha 
deeeaoed,  lost  no  time  in  appealing  to  his  Jiiiiesty  in  Gonacil 
ogaiaat  this  judical  murder  ^  and  George  was  fhmished  with  an 
"  to  pass  apd  maaas.".  Ac,  "  and  bring  with  him  sneh  m- 

rrd  persons  as  he  should  desire,  to  make  out  the  tnnh^ 

hie  oamalainL"   Edward  retuiaed  with  him  to  the  Island  for       a 
thatparpona ;  for  we  And  him,  ia  April  ld«8,  compelled,  m  tha 
true  spirit  of  the  day,*to  give  bond  V  that  ba  would  at  all  limM 

tfenedagaiMt 
is.m«> 
Mdsri 


true  spirit  orthe  day,*to  give  bond  V  that  ha  would  at  i 
appear  and  answer  to  suol)  ohargeaaa  might  hepiaferred 
hua,  and  aac  inpan  tke  Jite  wUkni  tkenm."   Oeona  was  .i  . 
vented,  by  various  aontrivaacea,  from  aervhig  the  King's  esdar  \ 
but  on  preeanting  a  second  petitkm,  the  Govaraer,  Daomaiar, 
and  Mombera  of  Council,  were  brouglit  up  to  Loadan-  fay  a  8M- 


geant>at-afms;  oad  these  six  pamoas,  tegother  with  tha  Bail 

of  Derby,  being  compelled  to  r ^"' 

before  the  King  in  penon,thi  ^      ^  _ 

tice,  Lord  Chief  Baron,  and  other  Membefs  of  Council j  jadf- 


to  appear,  a  foil  heanng  took  plaoa 
Ohaneellor.  the  Lord  ChiefJM- 
ther  Ml 

mcnt  was  extended  on  the  5th  of  An« 


WM  on  the  I4th  of  tho  same  month 


nguat,  oad 
th  oidered  < 


to  be  printed 


in  folio,  in  sorJi  manner  as  Aots  of  Parliament  are  usually  print' 
ed.  and  hts  Majestjr's  Arms  preflxetL" 
Thiaawf  Asnrfc  deeument  dasigaatee  the  pemae  hboaght  up  aa 

"  Mmiere^  tfupnsendei  Court '    *      ^'"^  '^ 

feneral  Aet^  Pardon  and  Aal ,, 

Man.  aod4iuiht  to  h4ve  been  token  ootloe  of  by  tha  Jadgaa 
thatlsland,  although  Uhcdran  teen  pUaded;  that  the  Court  i 
fufed  to  admU  the  tleeeased  William  Christian's  nlea  of  the  A 
du\.    "PuHrBsUtttfoniaofdMaatobamada 


(^Jmtlar  dectarea^thatUfo 

and  Amnesty,  did  eaiend  to  the  Jala  of 


His  floim  of  all  his  oataMo,  mal  and  persbaal."  Thnaf  Mher 
pcrsuns  "  who  wore  by  the  same  Court  of  Justice  impnsooed, 
and  llinir  estates  w<crd  and  eonUeated  without  any  legal  trioL" 
are  ordisrad,  toffeUier  with  the  Christian  *'  to  ba  rastoipd  tc 
all  their  ssi^tf  s,  real  aad  perstmal,  add  to  befoUy  npaiiad  in  all 
the  charges  and  eapanse*.  wluch  they  have  bean  at  ainea  thaii 


first  impriaoaaaaiit,  as  well  in  the  pioiaatttiao  oCthiehiiainam.  aa 
m  thoir  journey  hither,  or  in  anv  other  way  theieunto  relating.** 
Tlie  mode  of  raising  fonds  for  me  purpoen  of  this  mtilution  ia 
equally  peculiar  aad  iaalnetl«ai  thoM  "guiha  of  moaay  ara 
ordered  to  be  fomished  hy  the  Deeamtera,  Mambem»  and  Aa- 
siRtanls  of  tho  Mid  Court  of  Ji|attce/'  who  ««  direalad  *'  to 
raise  and  mako  duepayaisnt  thereof  to  the  parties." 

"And  to  tho  end  that  tlie  biood  that  has  been  unjustly  apiH 
may  in  some  sort  be  expfaied/*  Ac,  the  Deenisteri  am  txriivnA 
to  be  edmmitted  to  the  King's  Bench  to  be  proceeded  againA. 
dtc  Ac.  and  receive  ooodiim  punisliment  'It  fs  believed  thkV 
this  part  of  tlie  order  was  allerwards  relaxed  or  rendered  otma- ' 
tory.]   Thd  three  Members  of  Council  were  released  on  giv>3g 

I  This  noteiia  anooaad  to  aH  the  emkaef  Ifceapsoeb. 

4  Kwen  Curphef,  Samael  RataJiA    tad  Johr  '.^MSr,  oien  of  ciiu 
■Mvabk  lsni1idi|sajiH»  .»:■   '  x   \  i 


jffmn  4^  iMsftflMciMx. 


lito  ^Qfiiiwitiit  T>]r  fijmmjMiofi,  i^f'.  nuia»  uid  «p}«mi  hint  m 
0«<«iiiiU>t,  ici  tb  rHDaia  ami  c^:fkliiiun.  ^c  Iwhidi  ctdeT  WM 
diihjlKijKd  [    And  JMilfn  lli#t  Monrj  Newell  l>tiBitir  linv^jjiipr, 

'  Urn  hinM.,  \  0  m^L  Juw  hcnI  inipdi«nt  oiKxUwiDB  H  tt«  rH*mi»ttad 

tn  Council." 

Or  the  Kvl  uT  [torbr,  &(»  fkflbiev  manllon  or  cur*  ia  i)ii4  ^«M- 
■ntnt-  Tl]e  wrllllr**  tn4da  by  tlit«  Out>l«  I^mi1]r  in  ^Li>pon«f 
tiki)  f^y^  t^UB?,  ctivw  iL  lorfu  phtro  uf  ioitu]i!> 
jn»f>tionftbJ«  ^ATU  of  tU«ir  con  tint:  \  bui  tl»- 
«H««4ajir^  r^^DMiflwrnt  on  thi*  itf'p«al,  ih^  i 
^^Iwinti  flf  tl»  itcoothIch  lind  ili*  (liiBmliy  fUi 
pati««cvHl  by  lln-m  in  obliinuif  if^vu  to  n  «4itMiriuir  lhM- 
0«J^  f«e^ir«  a  niitiDLi*  UluPU^iiuQ  In  Bfi  on)t»r  fjf  t^tc  Kiiac 
inogunfTi).  dstDd  SKh  Ainru^t^  i«Tit,  on  &  politiun  of  thu  Enriof 
D«rby-f  "  tnfti  iho  oLnk  M  t^«  cDuncU  in  waiting  m^'Wta  no 
iioiitioni.  op|:N!flL,  or  rcunplniict,  airuf^sf  f*j;  /jt^c/  lur  gfftf.m-w^^ 


^...  .  a*Lli  r4^^4,fw4..^  w  ud:c[  ^.i  ii.ir  s  ^lul  LliJ^fri^Jl  irir* 

fiiUMniii^aadMwylMyi— — itowqwto  hlUe  oataiMM  or 
■iWii|w4oa  lOMuk ;  bat  to  coadMM  what  nty  Im  ooUeetod 
with  vofari  to  Bdivwd  Ohmtiwi,  Iho  aoeomiiiahed  viUaio  of 
PoToril,  the  iniinuAtioni  of  his  accnaert  ooiwUtute  lo  thnm- 
MlMMObomlMMdofHieok  WImb  so  Uttio  om  bo  imptttod  b/ 
■Mil  u  odvmwrf ,  tho  obaroctef  arairt  indood  bo  MvalnomMo. 


Ytai4ataoa  ateriboo  lo  Imb  aoUiiaf  bat  wtiat  io  amiaMe.  patrl- 
oiie.  hoaoaniblo,  and  food,  in  aU  tbo  nlaUont  of  public  and 
private  life.  He  died,  after  an  impriaonment  of  seven  or  oigkt 
yaaso,  tiw  vfottn  of  inooaiffible  obstinacy,  aoeordina  to  ooo,  of 
MMMeaa  tjrraonjr,  aoaordinc  to  tMlbor  vocabalarr  i  bui  reacai- 
Mjoff  theaharaetor  ct  thoNovol  in  nothioff  bmt  oooonqMiaUe 

Traadiory  and  fciffratMndo  hmre  bean  heaped  on  the  nw- 
aaonrofVfNianChiiatianwithanfflcientpfoftisioa  Recardior 
thoaffrtoftheaeeriineat  ifall  that  kaa  been  aAitaod  or  insimi* 
aftod  in  the  moali  trial,  lealed  on  a  leas  questionaUo  baaia,  pos- 
•ndty  woiiM  acaroaly  pronoonoe  an  unaaiwoons  verdict  of  moral 
and  polMoal  guilt,  against  an  association  to  subvert  such  a 


fovamnitnt  as  ia  described  br  Its  own  author.    TIm  poevUor 

kvonrs  Ibr  whieh  ha  or  his  hniljF  were  unarateAii.  an  not  to 

M  discovered  in  these  paoeeediniie  i  except,  indeed,  in  the  Ibm 

#1110X10111^       -'     '       '    -' — • 


of  *'nhastisenMMits  of  the  Almiffhty-bleasinta  in  dismiss."  But 
tf  ereditbe  given  to  the  dHng  w^rda  of  William  Christian.  Ma 
aibita  were  atriettf  Masited  lo  a  radrsas  of  grievances.— a  na^ 
poso  always  ariminal  ia  the  eyo  of  the  oppressor.  If  ha  had 
lived  and  died  on  a  larger  scene,  his  memory  would  probably 


I  ariminal  ia  the  ejw  of  the  oppressor. 

ad  on  a  larger  scene,  his  memory  woil_  ^ , 

Invo  swvivod  aoMHit  the  patrlolsand  the  heroes.  In  sonwof  the 
manuscript  narmtivesho  ladasignaled  as  a  SMrryrfor  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  his  eountrymon ;  who  add,  in  their  homely 
Dondemoed  without  trial,  and  mnrdarad 

We  have  mirpoeely  abstained  fhrni  aU  allsmpt  to  enlist  tte 
In  flivour  of  the  suflbrings  of  a  people,  or  in  dateata- 


(Unaided  by  the  wild  and  plaintive 
of  the  isle  were  wMit  to  bewail 


I  of  oppressions,  which  ought,  pertiapa,  to  be  ascribed  as 
amah  to  the  eharaetar  of  the  times  as  to  th^  of  individnala. 
Hw  naked  foots  of  the 

nolaa  in  which  the  aw 

**  l*f|  ImrpntiMiti  4mA  tfftir^tnt  ITlBiMi")  are  anfflciant 
•f  thomsslvasto  awaken  flie  sympathy  of  ovary  gMierous  mind  1 
and  itweva  a  move  worthy  omreise  of  that  Jsepstie  power  ovar 
tlm  iraaaination,  eo  eminently  possessed  by  Iho  Great  Unknown, 
to  embalm  tho  ramembranee  of  twio  sn^  men  in  his  Immortal 
MgM,  than  to  load  their  roeaMHiaa  with 


f  A<r  mnMoi  to  arid  iha  tfanslatlou  of  the  lamaatovBr  the 
MMiaired  WMiam  Obrielian.  It  is  originally  compoeed  in  the 
Manx  laacuage,  and  ooosisis  of  a  series  of  imprecations  of  evil 
•pou  Uw  anamiei  of  Christian,  and  propheoiea  to  tlwaamapw- 
pnaai- 

tf  Mmmidttoaf^  vAswwaM  acarllfafrfllU,  Jamofy  %  IMH 


la  Arnilly  power,  youth,  ot  in  personal  graoeT  #> 
No  ehameteryproof  amihiBt  enmity  fool  f 
And  Ihy  fltte,  WOUamDliMe,  sickens  our  sool. 


■MfN^w  wttn  evw  wmnm,  ana  lupuwa  gennm, 
Yow>mtice  applandad  by  the  youna  and  the  olds 
And  thy  ftie,  *& 

*  Ttadktoa,  iBMMidaast  vlth  tte  dii«*«f  WUiiwa  DbMM,  my«  that 
an  Quarts  nap  prDCMdtDf»sedw^nd  lbs  natWMisifivid  Sixths  dsy 
pi sesdhig  thst>rbi«  cxscation. 

tBsrt  JuBW,  alUioufh  MiuHoot  gf  kfai(eimfl,aaalgiisgoodn«soM 
§f  iMvioff  nerv  prttendad  to  MMim  tlMt  title,  and  alSMg  othsn. 


(  BlMwe  A  king  that  rdt  oThU  aoWseti  d 
rw,T':  .^^^  *^  ***** ***  *  ^y*     *^*  ^*^ 
I  ftSlttid  ttsndstlsa  gitsa  to  aw  by  a  ymg.la^ 


A  kind,  able  patron  both  to  dKurch  and  to  rkd^- 
What  soused  4heiT  maaatmet  but  taleats  so  gw<t 
Ho  ehanelar'a  praof  against  aamilr  foal  i 
AM)  thy  tela.  4c 


Thy  pardon*  'tis 

Nor  Ctet  bat  eoacaai'd  by' a  nuaini  la  graia « 
*Twaa  leer  Ibnad  tho  jury  le  a  sentence  m  M  i 
And  thy  Ate,  *c 


lYiumpHant  stood  Coloott,  ho  wish'd  for  no  imn, 
When  tba  pride  of  tin  ChriaUaaa  lay  waH'rii«iB|Mk 
To  malice  a  victim,  though  steady  and  bold : 
Aaithyfol^*a 


With  adultery  stain'd,  aadpollutod  with  tora, 
He  Ronaldsway  eyed,  as  Loghuecolly  before. 
Twos  tho  land  sought  the  oalprit,  as  Ahib  ball 
.    AikTthyfoi^lhk 


Prooaed  le  the  enoafomod  aboda  of  thaNuBs, 
GaU  the  Caleotts  aloud,  tiU  you  tortare  your  loop, 
Thait  short  triumph's  andsd,  axtinot  ie  the  wMe  • 
And  thy  foiai,  4c 

Far  yenra  oouU  Robert  ley  orlppled  in  bed, 
Kor  knew  Iho  world  peace  whitehe  hqld  aahlshiii 
The  neighbourhood's  seoasge  in  iniqaiiy  bold  1 
And  thy  folo,  4* 

Not  000*0  hoard  lo  grieve^  asek  tho  eounlry  sll  Ihwsgh 
Nor  lameat  for  the  name  ihatBemacaa  ones  kaavi 
The  poor  rather  load  it  with  c 


Battadogh  and  die  Criggaaa  maik  sirangly  thair  ^ 
Not  a  aoui  of  the  aamra  thorn  to  welcome  yoa  ia  1 
In4he  power  of  Iho  stxantamia  eeattud  the  whahi 
Aadllvfoii^4c 

11. 
The  opulent  Searlett  on  whieh  tiwaaa  flowai 
Is  pioeemeal  diepooed  of  to  whom  the  LoidkasuM 
It  iahera  without  bread  or  defoaoofVom  the  eoUi 

Aadthyfiila,*c. 


They  aaaart  than  in  vakm  that  Iho  law  nDUght  tfarbhal. 
For  all  aiding  tlio  mamaere  never  did  (ood« 
Like  tho  iootod<up  gelding  depiivod  of  its  aeU,     ^ 
They  languish'd,  were  biMtad,  grew  witho'dant  slA 


When  theriioots  of  a  tree  eo  oofuplod  remain. 
Like  the  brier  or  thiatle,  they  good  ua  wtihpaJa ; 
Deep,  daik,  undermining,  they  mimie  the  mela ; 
And  thy  fata,  4a. 

Round  the  hrikmoas  wratahea  who  spflt  CMBi's  Mast 
Oeadspaclree  and  eonsaiettae  in  sad  aimy  steed. 
Nota  man  of  Che  ganr  reaeh'd  lifo%  almost  goal ; 
And  thy  Ihte.  dfcSL 


Perdition,  too.  aeiied  them  who  aauaed  AsitoMiai 
To  decay  fell  flioirh  I uiir,  thair  lands  and  their jgd 
Diaappear'd  like  the  vapour  when  raoaa'sttaged  villi  ^  « 
Aadthyihlak4a. 

la 
From  griaf  all  emTOdhif,«a  hope  miropaifv     _  ^_ 
Thatahmnehof  the  Chriatiana  will  anon  anea  th»  A«* 
With  royal  instractionahia  foea  to  conoola« 

Andlhyfola,4c 

WWiabookfBrmyptUow.ldraamtasIlay.      ..    __ 
That  a  bmnah  of  tho  ChriaUans  woiAd  hoM  RMaMn^ 


his 


topic  with  fWaods  o'W  abowl  1 
AB*thyfota^4a. 


And  now  for  a  wish  in  aonchidingmy  soagrr  ^ 
My  th' Almighty  withhold  ma  Ikom  doiiWwlK«i« 
Prdiaotavery  mortal  ftoroanm' 
Forthy  fols,  William  Dhtee,  a 


V^f^S!9!^  ftomann^tyfoul. 


•d,  h  wmM  Ml  tavsfUted  to  Im«Im 

MteMoeatpMaMdiaia of  tlM Privy  C..ii<».  ^      ^^. 
1 1t  may  b«  r«eolltci«d,  that  tJiMt  Ttnaa art  givea diroafhttin 
. ^         '  -••aldaf*«"gi. 


APPENDIX  TO  mtnoDuctoN. 


No.  II. 


IV  am  iuiu«t*HNNi  HI,  tuaasu  iw  1 1  ■'-  p 
ur  otharof  bi*  MajMtjr's  domiciir 
(he  wa* ;  and  tlmt,  beinf  a  mibl  iijui 
itoaghc  to  hvn  been  Ukan  sol  ice 


ill  M«  Owrr  M  WhUeluMjae  M»  il«fwf.  MtS. 

GBOwn  CBRI8T1AH,  MO  and  heir  of  Williain  Chrittian,  de- 

eMwd,  havinr.  exhibited  hii  oomplajnt  to  IMf  Majeaty  in  Coon-. 

dl,  that  hit  tether,  beina  at  a  houaa  of  Ms  ia  hit  MalMtrs  lalt 

•r  Mann,  was  impriaoDed  by  certain  ptfrw>ni  of  that  fnand.  pre- 

tondiof  themselvea  to  be  a  Court  of  Juatice ;  that  he  wtu  by 

them  accoaed  of  high  treaaoii.  pretended  to  be  committed 

ifaiatt  the  Coaoteta  Dowacer  or  Derby,  in  the  year  itSl :  aid 

tlut  they  thereupon  proceeded  to  judgment,  and  oauaed  him  to 

be  put  to  death,  notwithaUnding  the  act  of  Oenerml  Pardon 
...    ^  .^-  .-  —  J  ^^j  j^jj  ^^ 

Jetly^prlnee- 
_Jieven  flither 

..   ,     .   waa  graeionaly 

pieaaed,  with  the  advice  of  hia  Council,  to  order  that  Thomaa 
Noria  and  Hugh  Canoell,  the  two  judtea,  (by  them  in  that 
jitipd  called  Deematere,)  and  Richard  Stoveuaon,  Robert  C«l> 
eot,  and  Richard  Tyldealey.  three  of  the  memben  of  the  pre- 
tended Coart  of  Joitiea,  and  Hasry  Ho#«n,  depWr  of  Qae  aail 
iilttid,  ahoula  be  forthwith  aent  for,  and  Drought  up  by  a  aer- 
lauit-at-arma  here,  before  hia  Mojeaty  in  Council,  to  appear 
aad  anawer  to  auch  accuaationa  aa  aliould  bo  eahibitod  amioat 
them  J  which  aaid  tix  peraona  being  accordingly  brought  hither 
the  ftfteenth  day  of  July  laat.  appointed  for  a  full  hearing  of  tlie 
«bolebut«aeaa,  tha  Bart  of  Derby  tton  alao  amBmetMd  to  ap- 
pear, and  the  l«rd  Chief  Juatioa  of  tlie  Kiag'a  Beach,  and  the 
Lord  Chief -Baron  of  hia  Migeaty'a  Exchequer,  with  the  Kioff*a 
Cauncil,  learned  in  tlte  lawa,  required  to  be  preaant,  and  aH  tne 
'  pertiee  called  iu  with  thoir  eoaaael  and  vitaeaaea,  after  flill 
beaiiBgof  the  matter  on  both  8i(laa,aad  the  partiea  withdrawn, 
tha  aaid  jadgea  beiag  deaired  to  deliver  their  oplaieo,  dad,  in 
pn^anee  of  the  King'a  Coaacil,  learned  in  the  lawa,  deofane 
that  the  Act  of  General  Pardoa  m^  ^r.-^^-^-.-tr  «1H,  «nA  mr^ht 
ta be  aadciatood  to,  e4iad  to  Hi''  Ui'^  oi  >Uiiri,  a»  u^hi  nr  uito 

>liijui)  Go'uanl  Atr  of  J^u^Lniwat, 

Itoaght  to  have  been  taken  aol ice  of  br  iti^  Juctftw  in  Uk^  late 

aTMaoB,  altnough  itlnd  not  bfxTii  [tlcJiiivrii,  4nd  Biihoufiti  iiiera 

aero  oo  proolamationa made  iht'nw r.   Hi*  At Jiimif  be w%  i ! ii'ra> 

Ma  deeply  aeaaible  of  thia  viola  [kid  of  hit  \ci  orGcneni  Har- 

Ma.  wnereof  hia  Ttfa^aty  hath  nEwjiys  bvun  v«r/  Mhi^cf,  nnd 

4m  expect  and  require  that  all  hi*  Fubn'^u  m  ail  hi«  tlumh 

mm  and  plaalaiioaa  ahall  eiiiojr  tin'  fuU  Wnedi  ami  ftdvRnt:)ge 

«f  the  aame  ;  and  having  thia  cT-v  >'>irH  n  thf  Uutm^Ji'  inbi  fa^• 

(hw  eoMideratieo,  end  all  part ^        !  >J  tn  *wi  htc^nM.  Hid,  by 

MM  with  the  adviee  of'the  Con  r  kr,^  nnd  U  iv  hvwtiy-  or- 

im4,  that  all  pereona  any  way  ojau=ru(iU  in  Uie  nixurv  ut  ihe 

eilato  of  the  aaid  William  Ctariatian.  deoeaaed,  or  inatoaaeeatal 

ia  the  cueetioo  of  tlie  widow  and  coildratt  oat  of  their  hooaea 

«M1  fortune,  do  take  care  that  entire  laatitutien  ia  to  be  made 

af  all  the  aaid  eatate.  aa  well  real  or  peiaoo^,  aa  abo  all  danap 

lea  auatained,  with  Aall  aatiafcetioa  Ibr  aM.pteAu  by  then  re- 

aaivod  ainee  tlia  aaid  eatate  hath  been  in  theft  handa ;  and  that, 

irb«>reaa  the  aaid  William  Chriatian,  deeeaaed,  waa  one  of  the 

two  liVN  remaining  in  aneatau  in  LaneaaliinL  that  the  detri> 

heeat  aoeniing  by  the  untimely  death  o^  the  aaid  wyiiam  Chn» 

tian  therein,  or  in  like  caaea,  ahall  be  eatinatad,  and  in  tike 

aaaaaer  lUly  repaired.    That  ia  ragani  of  the  great  tioable  and 

ehorgea  the  eomplainanta  have  been  at  in  purauit  of  thia  b«a»> 

oeaa,  ordered,  that  they  do  exhibit  to  thia  Board  a  true  account, 

■po^  oath,  of  all  expeneea  and  damagea  by  them  auatained  in 

ttie  joumica  of  themeelvea  and  witoecaea,  and  of  all  other  their 

aliargea  in  the  following  of  ihia  buajoeaa. 

And  whereaa  Bwan  Curghey,  Sanunual  Raddifle,  and  John 
CaMT,  were  by  the  earae  Court  of  Jaatioe  irapriaoned,  and  had 
Ibeir  oatatefl  aeiaed  and  conflaoated,  without  any  legal  trial,  it  ia 
ofdered,  that  Ihe  aaid  Ewaa  Curghey.  Samnnial  Radeliflh,  and 
John  Caaar,  be  likewiee  reinatoted  to  all  their  eatetea,  real  and 
paraonall,  and  fUlly  repaired  in  all  the  eharfea  and  expenaea 
whiah  they  have  been  ataiaee  their  firat  impnaonroent,  aa  well 
ia  tlia  proaectttion  of  thia  buaineaa,  as  in  their  journey  thither, 
er  ^mr  other  way  wliataoever  thereunto  relating.  The  which 
aatianetion,  expenaea,  and  all  the  aums  of  money  to  be  raiaed 

avirine  of  this  order,  are  to  be  fiirniahed  by  the  Deenistora, 
Nnben,  and  Aaaiatanta  of  the  aaid  Court  of  Justiee,  who  are 
hcrabr  ordered  to  raiae  all  auch  the  aaid  aama,  and  thereof  to 
Biaka  due  payment,  and  give  full  eatiaftustion  unto  the  partiea 
raniectively  hereby  appointed  to  receive  it 

And  to  the  end,  the  guilt  of  blood  whioh  bath  Ijeea  aajuotly 
VHit,  majr  in  aome  aort  ba  expiatad,  and  hie  Majaaty  noeiira 


aome  kind  of  aaticfketian  for  the  nntimelf  looa  of  a  aahiieet.  it 
la  ordered,  that  the  eaid  Thomaa  Norria  and  Hugh  Canneil,  wha 
decreed  thia  violent  death,  be  committed  aad  remain  priaonara 
iir  the  King'a  Bench,  to  be  proceeded  againat  in  the  ordinary 
Qourae  of  iiiatice,  ao  to  receive  condign  poniahmeat  acoordinf 
to  the  mefltofao  htiootia  Vfkei 

That  Rtehord  Stevenion,  Robert  Galoot,  and  Richard  TyK 
deaiey,  be  dischaned  from  fkrther  reatraint,  givrog  good  aeea* 
rity  to  appear  at  thia  Board  whfenaoewr  snmmoiied,  and  not  de- 
PDf  ttiia  city  until  full  aaiiefkction  be  given,  and  all  orden  of 
thia  Board  whataoever  relating  to  thia  buaineaa  ftilly  executed 
in  the  iaiand.  And  in  regard,  that  upon  the  examination  of  thia 
huaioeaa.  It  doth  appear,  that  Edwaid  Ohriatiwi,  betng  one  of 
liia  0eBteat*8  er  J«idk«a  in  Ihe  lale  ^  Man.  did,  #h«n  Uie  Covrt 
reftiaed  to  admit  of  the  deeeaaed  William  Chriatioli'a  plea  af  • 
the  Act  of  lademntty,  make  hia  proteatation  againat  pMir  ilia* 
al  prooeedinaa,  and  did  withdrew  hlmaelf,  and  cone  iala 
England  to  aolicit  hia  Majeaty,  and  implore  hia  juatiee,  U  ia 
ordered,  that  the  Earl  of  Derby  do  forthwith,  by  eommiaaion, 
in  due  and  aecuatomed  manner,  reatore.  cona titute,  end  uipqfBC 
the  MAd  Dd^atdOhrlMian,  one  oTthe  Deatfafteis  W  ludlSlZf 
the  aaid  iaiand,  ao  to  remau  and  continue  in  the  doe  exeeatioa 
of  the  aaid  place. 

Aad  laatly.  it  ie  ordered  that  the  aaid  Henry  Howell,  Depoty- 
Oovemor,  whoae  charge  hath  been  the  pot  complying  with,  and 
yielding  due  obedience  to,  the  ordera  of  hia  Hajeaty,  ana  thl| 
Board,  aent  into  thia  iaiand,  giving  goad  aerentar  to  appeMr  U 
thie  Board  whonaoever  aummoned,  be  forthwith  diacharcad 
fhiaa  oil  Anther  reatraint,  and  pennmted  to  ncam  hito  Hie  Iw- 
aad  }  and  he  ia  hereby  atrictly  commanded  to  employ  the  pmMBf 
aad  authority  he  hath,  which  by  vtrtue  of  hia  eommiartii 
he  hatii  in  that  iaiand,  in  peifonnaaee  of.  and  obediaoca  tSTuI 
onoBmanda  and  ardere  of  hia  M^jeety  and  Ihia  Boaid  ta  Hsm 
whole  baaiaaaa,  or  any  way  relatfaig  IhaMto^ 
COgoMhr) 

Earl  of  Cai)>erry. 

Lord  Biahop  of  Lq_ 

Laid  WentwaMiL 

Card  Bariuleik 

I«ord  Aahley. 

eir  Wiiyam  Cioaiplaai 

Mr.  Traaaanr. 

Mf.  Viea  ClMflebariaiA. 

Mr.  Beerelarr  Mohao. 

Mr.  aeorataur  Baanett* 


Lord  Chancelloc 
Lord  Treaaurer. 
Lord  Privy  Seat 
Dukeof  AlbeoMtfla. 
Lord  Chamberlain. 
EarlofBerkahirau 
Eariofm.  Albon. 
Carlof  Angleaey. 
Earl  of  Sand  wieta. 
EarlofBiith. 


HMBara  wwwna, 


No.m. 


Tha  KWa  Moat  ExaaOaBt  Mojodgr. 


Lord  Chanoelloa. 
Lord  Traoaarer. 
Lord  Privy  Seal. 
Duke  of  Buckingham. 
Duke  of  Albemarle. 
Lord  Chamberiaia. 
Earl  of  Berkahire. 
Eari  of  St  Albaa. 
Earl  of  Sandwich, 
fieri  of  Angleaey. 
fBaOi. 


Eorloffl 


Ctel  of  Mld^fletaak 

Earl  of  Cartierry. 

Lord  Biahop  of  LottiM. 

Lord  Wen  twortk.  • 

Lord  Berkeley. 

Lord  AaMey. 

Sir  WilNam  Crampieii. 

Mr.  Treaaurer. 

Mr.  Vice  Chioibertaki. 

Mr.  Secretory  Motioe^ 

Mr.  eaoratory  Bennett 


To  the  aad  the  worid  m«y  Iba  better  take  fkoCiea  of  hfa  Mi> 
jeety'a  royal  intention,  to  obaerve  tiM  Aet  af  Indemnity  aatf 
General  Pardon  inviolably  tor  the  pablfaiae  good  and  aattefM^ 
tton  of  hia  auhieola— it  waa  thia  day  ordered,  that  a  copy  af  thd 
orde^  of  thia  Board  of  the  Sth  iaat,  toaching  the  illcfal  pl«^ 
eeedtnga  iu  the  lale  of  Menu  againat  William  Chribraaa,  IMi 
patting  him  to  death  contrary  to  Are  aaid  a^  oTOeneral  rardaot 


^ .  aent  unto  hia  Majeety^a  printer,  who  ia  eommanded  Ibrfll^ 
with  to  print  the  eame  ia  tha  Engliah  lelten,  ia  fblk>,  in  aadk 
meaner  aa  acta  of  ParliamMt  ore  aaaoUy  prfated^  and  hia  Ui^aiH 
ty'B  Anna  praftxad. 

RfOBAio  Baowm.  . 
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PREFATORY  LETTER,   . 


REVEREND  DOCTOR. DRYASDUST  OF  YORK, 


CAPTAIN  CLITTTERBUCK,  RESIDING  AT  FAIRY-LODGE,  NEAR  KENNAQUHAIR,  N.  i 


fun  WOBTHT  AMD  ttEAM  SiB, 

To  four  lait  letter  I  mifht  hare  Binwered,  with  the  eUuHie, 
**  Baud  tywWw  <wMm,  minrmagU.**  For  though  mjr  eonverw, 
flMm  infUMf,  bee  been  with  thing*  of  antiquity,  jret  I  love  not 
PkmU  or  ipeetrM  to  be  eommentaton  thereon ;  and  traly  year 
Morant  of  the  oonvertation  you  held  with  our  neat  paient.  in 
the  orrpt,  or  moat  intiaMta  reeeaa  of  the  pnbliihen  at  Edin* 
burflh,  had  upon  me  mueh  the  eflbet  of  Uie  apparition  of  Hec- 
tor**  [rtiantom  on  the  hero  of  the  Anoid— 

"  Obttopui,  •UtamnlqiM  coma." 

ifAnAt  as  I  laid  dM>ve,  I  repeat  that  I  wondered  at  the  Vimon, 
widiont  envyitifyoa  the  pleemire  of  aeeine  our  gnat  pronni- 
lor.  But  it  aeemi  that  he  fa  now  permitted  to  show  hirawTf  to 
hia  AunNl^nore  freely  than  formerly ;  or  that  tlie  old  gentle- 
man ia  turned  aomewhat  gaiTuloue  m  theaa  latter  di^a ;  or,  in 
abort,  pet  to  exhauat  your  pationoe  with  conjectures  of  ibo 
eaoae,  I  aleo  haw  aeeo  the  vision  of  the  Author  of  WaverlOT. 
I  do  not  mean  le  take  any  undue  f  tate  on  myself,  wh«n  I  ob- 
aorve,  that  this  interview  was  marked  with  eireumstanees  in 
MOM  degrae  more  fomaHf  eomplaisant  than  those  which  a^ 
landed  gov  neetiog  with  him  in  our  worthy  publisher's ;  for 
yours  had  the  appearance  of  a  fortuitous  rencontre,  whereas 
mine  was  preceded  by  the  eomnmmieation  of  a  large  roll  of  pa- 
para,  enntaining  a  new  history,  caJM  Pbvbiiu.  ov  tub  Pbax. 

I  no  sooner  found  that  thitmaMiaeript  consisted  of  a  narra- 
thr^f  nifioinx  to  the  length  o£  perhaps,  three  hundred  and  thirty 
pcges  in  each  tohime,  or  theveabouM,  than  ft  instantly  oocuned 
to  me  from  whom  this  boon  came  ;.and  having  set  myself  to 
peraae  tJra  written  sbeeta,  I  began  to  entertain  stiona  expeeta- 
Umu  that  I  might,  peradVenture,  n«st  seethe  author  hhnselC 

▲gain,  it  seems  to  ne  a  marked  circumstaoee,  that,  whevsas 
■B  lonmr  apartment  ef  Mr.  Constable's  shop  was  thought  a 
plaoe  of  auflfeient  soleannity  for  your  audience,  our  venenble 
aenior  was  pleased  to  afford  mine  in  tlie  recesses  of  my  own 
lodgings,  intra  parkutf  as  it  were,  and  without  the  chance  of 
interruption.  I  nuiatawo  remark,  that  Uie  foatures,  form,  and 
diem  of  Iho  SUdoHmt  «s  you  well  term  the  eoparition  of  our 
parent,  seemed  to  me  more  psecisely  distinct  than  was  voudi- 
aafod  to  you  on  Uie  former  occasion.  Of  this  hereafter)  but 
Heaven  forbid  1  should  glory  or  set  up  any  claim  of  superiority 
over  the  other  desceod?tf>ts  el  our  common  parent,  ftom  auch 
decided  marks  of  his  preference— laiu  frcprU  tordet.  I  am 
y^  aatisfled  that  the  honour  was  beaioimd  not  on  my  person, 
bnt  my  cloth-^tliat  the  psefareoce  did  not  elevaie  Jonas  Dry* 
Mdust  over  Outterbuok,  but  the  Doctor  of  Divinity  over  the 
Captain.  C«daia  ansa  togth'-tL  maxim  never  to  be  forgotten  at 
any  time,  but  espOeially  to  be  ramembeved  when  tlie  soldier  is 
won  half-pay. 

■  .  But  1  beUunk  me  that  I  am  keeping  you  all  this  while  in  the 
porch,  and  wearying  you  with  long  inductions,  when  you  would 
«Te  roc  fropenrt  in  aisMisi  neai.  As  you  will,  it  shall  be 
d9B« ;  for,  as  hia  Orane  in  wont  to  aay  of  mo  wittily, "  No  man 
tells  a  story  so  well  as  Dr.  Dryasdust,  when  he  has  opee  got  op 
to  til*  startinff'post"-^oe0«  Hoe.    But  to  continue. 

I  had  sklmmied  the  cream  of  the  narrative  which  I  had  re- 
reived  about  a  week  before,  and  that  with  no  small  cost  and 
pain ;  for  the  hand  of  our  parent  is  become  so  small  and  so 
.crabbed,  that  I  was  obliged  to  uas  strong  magnifiers.  Feeling 
my  eyes  a  little  exhauHtcd  towards  the  close  of  the  second  vo- 
lume, I  leaned  back  in  my  casy-cliair,  and  began  to  consider 
whether  several  of  ttie  objections  which  have  been  particularly 
urged  sgainst  our  father  and  patron,  might  not  be  considered  as 
applying,  in  an  especial  manner,  to  the  papers  I  liad  just  pe- 
msod.    *'  Here  are  figments  enough."  said  I  to  mym,  ''^to  con- 

>  Ane  the  msrch  of  a  whole  history— anachronisms  enooifli  to 
overset  all  chronology  I  The  old  gentleman  hath  broken  all 
9onnAtir—aHtt—tv(uU—entpU.'* 

As  these  thoughts  passed  through  my  mind,  I  foil  Into  a  fit 
of  musing,  which  is  not  uncommon  with  me  afler  dinner,  when 
1  am  altogether  alone,  or  have  no  one  with  mo  but  my  curaie. 
1  was  awake,  however ;  fori  remember seeina,  in  the  emben<  of 
the  fire,  a  representation  of  a  mitre,  with  the  towers  uf  a  ca- 
thedral in  thi  background  ;  moreover,  I  recollect  gazing  for  a 
oertain  time  on  the  comely  countenance  of  Dr.  Whiterose.  my 
uneleby  tlie  motlier's  side— the  same  who  is  mentioned  in  The 
HbaRT  ov  MiD-LoTHiAN— whose  portrait,  graceful  in  wig  and 
eanonicals.  hangs  above  my  mantel-piece.  Fariticr,  i  rDmember 
maiking  the  flovsers  in  the  fnirae  of  carved  ook,  and  casting 
■or  aye  on  the  ptstoU  which  hang  beneath,  being  tlie  fire-arms 


with  whieb,  ra  tlie  eventfcl  year  ITM  jny  uncle  Meaat  te  hM 
espovsed  the  cauoa  of  Prince  Cbarlea  Edward ;  for,  indeed,  • 
little  did  he  eotoem  pefwmal  aafoty,  in  eomparisoa  or  itn* 
highebureta  principle,  that  he  waited  but  the  news  of  the  hi 
venturar'a  reaehtng  London  to  hasten  to  join  his  siaiidsrd. 

8ueh  a  doce  as  1  then  enjoyed,  I  find  compatible  with  isMf 
ing  the  best  and  deepest  eogvtationa  which  at  any  time  siiR  v 
my  mind.  1  chew  the  cod  of  «#eet  «id  bitter  ranejr,  in  i  nM 
betwixt  aleeping  and  wakiaf ,  whieh  I  consider  m  w  MfMf 
ilo  to  phil«sophy,  that  I  have  iKAonbi  dbmeef  itiM 


diatingttisbed  syatoois  have  been  eoaipoaril  nader  ii  ^  ^ 
My  servant  is,  theroion,  instructed  to  tread  aa  if  apan  iurm^ 
my  doof^binnea  are  earefolly  oiled--and'9ll  applisncstanili 
prevent  me  ftom  being  prenatmelr  and  ttarthly  called  bsdk  H 
the  broad  waking>day  of  a  laborious  woHd.  My  casessi,  Ii 
this  partieular,  is  so  well  known,  that  the  very  aehoolberifrM 
the  alley  en  tiptoe,  betwixt  the  hows  of  four  and  five.  Mr  dl 
isttie  very  dwelling  of  Morpheua.  There  is  i  ' 
. .._  ..„-- -i«aisf»— But  I 


knave  of  a 


tat  It.i8  ia  amtter  ftr  OB 

As  iny  bead  soak  baek  opon  the  eo^'ehair  in  ifcspliM*- 
phical  mood  which  I  hcvejust  described,  and  the«r(*<'Bf 
body  began  to  eleee,  in  order,  donbtlasa,  that  those  tf  ■f* 
desiiaDdior  might  be  the  mom  widely  opened,  1  wasMtM  ^ 
a  knock  at  the  dioor,  of  a  kind  more  auriioritetively  Uimre* 
than  is  given  at  that  hoar  by  any  vialter  aoqmiintslmtli  m 
habita.  I  started  up  in  my  seat,  and  heard  the  step s(mr«^ 
vant  hmryihg  along  the  paaaage,  followed  by  a  very  hcsryut 
meaound  pace,  which  shook  the  ionff  floored  gallery  is  ntkl 
manner,  as  foreibly  to  anent  my  ntiention.  "  A  strasiar,  ■; 
just  arrived  Itom  Bdinbvrih  by  the  North  Mail,  dsdiw* 
speak  with  your  Reveranee.^'  Such  were  the  words  with  ««v 
Jacob  threw  the  doer  to  the  waH ;  and  the  startIM  issrB 
whieh  he  prooouneed  thdba,  although  there  was  nothinf^ 
tiealar  in  the  anrnmrialion  itself,  prspartd  roe  for  the  appiv 
of  a  visiter  of  uncommon  dignity  and  importance 

The  Author  of  Vaveriey  entered,  a  bulky  and  tall  men,  il 
tmvoiling  graat^eoat,  whiehi  coveted  a  suit  of  snulfbrowmrt 
in  imitation  of  that  worn  by  the  great  flambter.  His  fl«# 
hat^for  be  diadamed  the  modem  Artvolities  of  a  tiav«llin«i« 
~was  bound  over  bis  head  with  a  large  silk  haadkcrchin.* 
aa  to  protect  his  ears  from  cold  at  once,  and  fVoni  th*  ttm 
of  his  pleasant ooainwiiona  In  the  pabHc  coach  fnm  wbiebN 
had  just  ahgliled.  Tbera  was  aomewhat  of  a  sareastis  dtrp*^ 
neaa  and  sense,  whi^  sat  on  the  liasvy  penthouse  of  hii  di£ 
gy  irray  eyebrow— his  foatunw'wera  in-  other  THfirets  lir|^ 
shaped,  nnd  ratbcr  heavy,  Uian  promisidg  wiiorseaies;  batjis 
had  a  nouble  projeetiun  of  tiie  noue,  aimilar  to  tliat  lias  of  » 
Latiapoet,— 

— — *(  laMaodteuai  torgii  pro  ciupids  roatrnm." 

A  ttoot  walkinf<«tlek  staved  hishand— adotable  Barcelontjg"; 
teeted  his  neck— his  belly  was  something  proraitieirt.  W 
that's  not  much,"— his  breerlies  were  substantial  ihick-i^ 
and  a  pair  of  top-boots,  which  were  slipped  down  to  tue  m 
stardy  calves,  did  not  conceal  hm  oomforMble  trsvplliniMss- 
tngs  of  lamb's  wool,  wrouirht,  not  on  tiio  loom,  but  on  «»*'• 
and  after  the  venerable  ancient  fashion,  known  in  Srotland  by  lis 
name  of  ridgeandfurrow.  His  age  soemed  to  Iw  considcrsvf 
above  fifty,  but  could  not  amount  to  thn^esrore,  wliidt  l^ 
served  witli  pleasure,  tnistinr  tliere  may  be  a  good  deal  ot^'^ 
had  out  of  him  yet ;  especially  as  n  general  haleness  of  fPP**. 
ance— tlie  compass  nnd  strnn^th  of  his  voice— the  stcsdineo" 
his  stop— the  rotundity  of  his  calf— Uie  depth  of  his  Itea.  a< 
tho  sonorous  emphasis  of  his  sneeze,  were  all  signs  of  a  cesi*'' 
tution  built  for  permanence. 

II  struck  me  forcibly,  as  I  gurt^  on  this  portly  P«"^  „ 
he  realized,  in  my  imairination.  the  Htout  Ocntleman  in  We-jt; 
who  aflbrded  such  a  »ubj«ct  of  varying  stieculation  toournoK 
amusing  nnd  elegant  Utopian  traveller.  Master  GeolAey  Crsyt^ 
Indeed,  but  for  one  little  troit  in  the  conduct  of  the  «aKi  -"'^j 
Gcntleman-I  mean  tho  gallantry  towards  his  landlady,  i  tnisf 
wliicli  would  greatly  derogate  from  ourPcnior's  chaiscttr--' 
should  be  disposed  to  conclude  that  Master  Cngoo  tM,  oe 
that  memomble  occasion,  actually  passed  his  time  in^]*",. 
nity  of  the  Author  of  Waverlcy.  But  our  worthy  I«W"^,i: 
it  s(>oken  to  his  praise,  far  fnim  cultivating  theforierjrof  »• 
fair  sex,  seems,  in  avoiding  the  company  of  wnniankind, »«"" 
to  imitate  the  humour  of  our  friend  and  relaUoo,  Ms«isr  J«»; 
than  Oldbuck,  as  I  was  led  to  coiwecture,  from  a  cii 
whidi  occuired  immediately  afMr  His  eotranoSL 


PRKFATOKX  LJS7TER. 


Ba?lnc  MlcDowledgvd  hit  praMnee  with  flttUig.  thanks  and 
rrabiltnom,  I  proposed  to  mj  venentml  vifiter,  u  the  refrosh- 
ment  bett  mited  to  th«  hour  of  th«  day,  to  summon  my  cousin 
tod  bowekeepert  Mi«i  Catharine  Whiterose,  witli  the  tea-eqai- 
ps|e ;  but  he  rejected  my  pro|k)snt  with  disdain,  worthy  of  the 
LsimI  of  Monicbvns.  "  No  scandal-broth,"  he  oxclaimod  {  "  no 
Roidaa'd  woman's  eltatter  for  me.  Fill  the  firothed  tankard— 
iKce  the  fatted  rump— 1  desire  no  society  but  yours,  and  nO 
tefteahment  but  what  tlie  cask  and  the  rridiron  can  supply." 

The  beefsteak,  and  toast,  and  tankard,  were  speedily  (Ot 
Mdy  i  and  whether  an  apparition,  or  a  bodily  prewntation.  my 
rititer  displayed  dexterity  as  a  trenchennan.  which  might  liave 
ittracted  the  envy  of  a  hun^  hunter,  after  a  ftu-ehase  of 
torty  milca  Neither  did  he  (tail  to  make  some  deep  and  solemn 
ippeals,  not  only  to  tlie  tankard  aforesaid,  but  to  two  decanters 
if  London  particular  Madeira  and  old  Port :  the  first  of  which 
;  bad  extracted  from  its  ripening  place  of  depositation,  vrithin 
leach  of  the  genial  warmth  of  the  oven  ;  the  other,  fTom  a  deep 
»ypt  in  mino  own  ancient  cel'.v,  which  whilom  ma/  have  hold 
be  vintages  of  the  victors  of  the  world,  the  arch  being  eom^ 
need  of  Roman  Brick.  I  conld  not  help  admiring  and  con- 
^tolating  the  old  gentleman  upoji  the  vimrous  appetite  which 
le  displayed  for  the  genial  cheef  of  old  England.  "  Sir,"  was 
lis  reply,  **  I  must  eat  mm  an  Englishman,  to  qualify  myself  for 
akiog  my  place  at  one  of  the  nooet  select  companies  of  right 
ingtish  spirits,  which  ever  girdled  in,  and  hewed  asunder,  a 
BouQtainous  sirloin,  and  a  generous  plum-pudding.** 

I  inquired,  but  wftli  all  doferenee  and  modesty,  whither  ho 
ras  bound,  and  to  what  distinguirtMd  Society  he  applied  a 
leseription  so  general.  I  shall  proceed  in  humple  imitation  of 
■oar  example,  to  give  the  subsequent  dialogue  in  a  dramatic 
brat,  ubIoss  when  description  bccon)es  necessary. 

JbuMMT  <if  WoMsrUy.  To  whom  should  I  apply  such  a  descrip- 
iQil,aare  (o  the  onOr  Society  to  whom  it  can  be  tlioroughly  ap- 
iKeible'those  unerring  judges  of  old  books  and  old  wine— the 
toxburgh  Club  of  IxmaonT  Havtfyoo  not  heard  iliat  I  have 
eeo  chosen  a  member  of  that  Society  of  select  Bibtiomnnlacs>* 

DniMMdtut.  (RtmamglMf  in  kb  poelM.)  I  did  hear  something 
if  It  from  Captain  Clutterbuck,  who  wrote  to  me— ay,  liere  is 
lis  letter— that  such  a  report  was  current  among  the  Scottish 
■tiqaarics,  who  were  much  alarmed  lest  you  should  be  seduced 
iMo  the  heresy  of  preferring  BnglLrii  beef  to  seueo-year-old 
Mask-faoed  mutton.  MaiaMhioo  to  whiskeyi  and  turtle-soup  to 
eodM-lcsekie ;  in  which  ease,  tlwy  must  needs  renounce  you  as 
linlman— "  But,*'  adds  our  friend,  looking  at  the  letter— his 
■vis  rather  of  a  military  description,  better  used  to  handle 
iw  sword  than  the  pen—'*  Our  friend  Is  so  much  upon  Uie 
8SDN"— the  sAim,  I  think  it  is—*'  that  it  must  be  no  light 
lemptatioo  which  will  withdraw  him  from  his  incognito." 

Arttkor.  No  light  temptation,  unquestionably ;  but  this  is  a 
lOwerAil  one.  to  hob-or-nob  with  the  lords  of  the  literary 
leaaares  of  Althorpe  and  Hodnet,  in  Madeira  negus,  brewed  by 
he  classical  Dibdin— to  share  those  profound  debates  whicli 
tamp  accurately  on  each  "small  volume,  dark  with  tarnished 
old,"  iu  collar,  not  of  a  a  but  «f  R.  R.-to  toast  the  immortal 
Mnory  of  Caxton,  Valdarar,  Prnsoo.  and  the  other  fbthera  of 
lat  great  art  which  has  made  all,  and  each  of  us,  what  we  are. 
heae,  my  dear  son,  are  temptations,  to  which  you  see  mo  now 

I  tlie  act  of  resigning  that  quiet  chimney-corner  of  lifiS  in 
hich,  unknowing  and  unknown— save  by  means  of  the  hope- 

II  fiunily  to  whieli  I  have  given  birth— I  proposed  to  wear  out 
w  end  of  life's  evening  gray. 

0o  saying,  our  venerable  niend  took  another  emphatic  touch 
rttie  tankard,  as  if  the  ynrj  expression  had  suggested  that 
lecifle  remedy  against  the  evils  of  life,  recommended  in  the 
tlebsatod  response  of  Johnson's  anchorite— 

*•  ComSf  my  lad,  and  drink  mom  bs«r.*' 
When  he  had  placed  on  the  table  the  silver  tankard,  and 
itobed  a  deep  sign  to  collect  the  respiration  whicli  the  long 
ranghthad  interrupted,  I  could  not  help  echoing  it,  in  a  note 
B  pathetically  compassionate,  that  he  fixed  his  eyes  on  me 
rita  surprise.  *'How  is  this?"  said  he,  somewhat  angrily; 
do  yoo,  the  creature  of  my  will,  grudge  me  my  preferment  1 
lave  I  dedicated  to  you,  and  your  fellows,  the  best  hours  of  my 
ife  for  tliese  seven  years  past  i  and  do  you  presume  to  grumble 
r  repine,  because,  in  those  which  are  to  come,  I  seek  for 
ome  enjoyment  of  life  in  society  so  congenial  lo  my  pursuits)" 
bumbled  myself  before  the  oflfeiided  Senior,  and  professed  my 
■nooonce  in  all  that  could  possibly  give  him  displeasure.  He 
semed^partly  appeased,  but  still  bent  on  me  an  eye  of  suspicion, 
rbile  he  questioned  me  in  the  words  of  old  Norton,  in  the  bal- 
id  of  the  '*  Rising  in  the  North  CounUy." 

Avthor.  WhM  wonMflt  d>ou  have,  FViuieb  KertOD  1 
«  Then  art  my  youugeilaoti  and  licir  *, 
Soncthing  \\m  brooding  at  iby  baart— 
Wbate'sr  It  ba,  to  ma  declare. 

DrfMMdiat.  Craving,  then,  your  paternal  forgiveness  Ibr  my 
lesumption,  I  only  sighed  at  the  possibility  of  your  venturing 
nvself  amongst  a  bod/  of  critics,  to  whom,  in  the  capacity  of 
kilAil  antiquaries,  the  nrvestigation  of  truth  is  an  especial  duty, 
lad  who  may  thdTefore  visit  with  the  more  severe  censure  those 
iberrations,  which  it  is  so  often  your  pleasura  to  miJce  Arom  the 
laUi  of  true  history. 

isMtff.  I  understand  you.  You  mean  to  say  these  learned 
wnoBS  will  havebu^ittlo  toleration  for  a  romance,  or  a  ficii* 
ions  narrative,  founded  upon  history  I 

DvyaatbitL  Why,  sir.  I  do  rather  apprehend,  tlwt  their  respect 
*m  the  foundatign  will  be  such,  that  they  may  be  apt  to  quar- 
Ml  with  the  inconsistent  nature  of  tlie  Npcrstrocture ;  just  as 
(vary  classical  traveller  pours  forth  expressions  of  sorrow  and 

*  TKe  aathor  hat  pri<le  fn  reoording,  that  he  had  the  hoiraor  to  b«  eleet. 
ri  a  uembvff  of  thU  dUdngalShad  aaeooiatlon,  merely  a*  Uie  Aathor  of 
Wa*srl«y,  wiihaai  any  other  dednmilon ;  and  It  waa  an  addiiional  in- 
Aieeaeent  to  dirow  os  the  ma«k  of  an  anonymous  aotho*,  that  ^  gives 
hta  aright  bsoecapy  the  rMaui  chair  at  thU  fesUva  board 


iodif  nation,  wnen.  in  travelling  through  Oreeot.  he  chaQoas  t« 
see  a  TtirkisA  kiosk  rising  on  the  roitis  of  an  ancfent  rempie. 

AuAer,  But  since  we  cannot  rebuild  the  temple,  a  kioek  mvT 
be  a  pretty  thing,  may  it  noti  Not  quite  corrtibt  in  architec- 
ture, strictly  and  classically  eriticised  ;  but  presenting  some- 
thing uncommon  to  the  eye,  and  something  fantastic  to  the  im- 
agination, on  which  the  spectator  gaxes  with  pleasure  of  tha 
same  description  whloh  arises  from  the  penisal  of  aa  Eastern 
tale.  a  . 

I^ysschul.  I  am  unable  to  dispute  with  you  in  metaphor,  srr;  b«t 
I  mnst  say.  in  discharge  of  my  conscience,  that  you  stand  tamt^i 
censured  n>r  adulterating  the  pure  sources  of  historical  know- 
ledge. Yon  approach  them,  men  say,  like  the  drunken  xeoman. 
who.  once  upon  a  time,  polluted  tlte  crystal  spring  which  eap- 
plied  tlie  thiret  of  his  fRmiiy,  with  a  score  of  sugar  loaves  anaa 
hogshead  of  rum ;  and  thereby  converted  a  simple  and  wholb- 
some  beverage  into  a  stupifying,  brutifying,  and  bitoxJeatmg 
fluid  ;  sweeter,  indeed,  to  the  taste,  titan  the  natural  lymph, 
but,  for  that  very  reason,  more  seductively  dangeroua 

AuOor.  I  allow  your  metaphor.  Doctor ;  but  yet,  though  good 
punch  cannot  supply  the  want  of  spring-water,  it  is,  wfien  nM»- 
destlr  used,  no  wuUmm  in  te:  and  I  should  have  thought  it  « 
shabby  thing  of  the  paiyoo  of  the  parish,  had  he  helped  to  drkflc 
out  the  welfon  Saturday  night,  and  preached  aninst  the  honeat 
hospitable  yeoman  on  Sunday  morning.  I  should  hare  answered 
him,  that  the  t-cry  flavour  of  the  liguor  should  have  pot  him  at 
once  upon  his  guard ;  and  that,  jf  he  hid  token  a  drop  over 
mudu  he  oualit  to  blame  his  own  imprudence  more  than  Cha 
hospitality  orliis  entertainer. 

Dryasdust.  I  profess  I  do  not  exactly  see  bow  this  applies. 

Avxhor.  No;  you  are  one  of  those  oumeroua disputants,  who 
will  never  follow  their  metajihor  a  s^p  farther  than  it  goM 
their  own  way.  I  will  explain.  A  poor  fellow,  like  mysaff, 
weary  with  ransacking  his  own  barren  and  bounded  imogina- 
tion,  looks  out  for  some  eenerpj  subject  in  the  huge  and  bounds 
less  field  of  history,  which  h<4ds  forth  examples  of  every  ktaa 
— lights  on  some  personage,  or  some  combination  of  ciroum* 
stances,  or  som^  striking  trait  of  manners,  which  9ie  thinn 
tnny  be  advantageously  used  as  the  basis  of  a  fictitious  narreuve 
—bedizens  It  with  such  colouring  as  his  skill  suggests— oma- 
ments  it  with  such  romantic  circumstances  an  may  lieightea  tlia 
general  efiect-^innista  it  with  such  shades  of  character,  aa  wOl 
best  contrast  with  each  other^and  thinks,'  pcrliaps,  he  has 
done  some  service  to  Uie  public,  if  he  can  present  to  them  a 
lively  fictitious  picture,  for  which  tho  original  anecdote  or  cfr- 
cumstanoe  which  ho  made  free  to  press  into  his  scrviqs,  <»Jy 
Airnished  a  slight  sketch.  Now  I  cannot  perceive  any  harm  in 
this.  The  stores  of  history  are  Accessible  to  eveiy  one ;  and 
are  no  more  exhausted  or  impoverished  by  tho  hints  thus  bor- 
rowed ftom  them,  than  the  fountain  is  drained  by  the  water 
which  we  substract  for  domestic  purposes.  And  in  reply  to  th» 
sober  charge  of  falsehood,  against  a  narrative  announced  posi 
Uvely  to  be  fictitious,  one  can  only  answer,  by  Prior's  excla- 
mation, 

r  to  ihs  truth  of  a  song  ?'* 

DrpMsdiut.  Nay ;  but  I  fear  me  that  yon  are  here  eluding'  tha 
charge^    Men  do  not  eeriously  accuse  you  of  misrepresenting  x 
historjr:  although  I  assure  you  I  have  seen  some  gravtf  treatises, 
in  which  it  was  thought  necessary  to  contradict  your  assertions. 

AMtber.  That  certainly  was  to  point  a  d^harge  of  artiUeqr 
against  a  wreath  of  moning  mist 

DrpasiiM.  But  besides,  and  especially,  it  is  said  that  yon  are 
in  danger  of  causing  history  to  be  neglected— readen  being  con- 
tented with  such  frothy  and  superficial  knowledge  as  they  ao> 
quire  fVom  your  works,  to  the  effect  of  inducing  them  to  neg^ 
lect  the  severer  and  more  accurate  sources  of  information. 

Author.  I  deny  the  consequence.  On  the  contrary,  I  rather 
hope  that  1  have  turned  tho  attention  of  the  public  on  various 
pointjh  which  ha\'e  received  elucidation  fVom  write's  of  mora 
learning  and  mearch,  in  ronseqnence  of  my  novels  liaving  at- 
tached some  interest  to  them.  ]  might  give  instances,  but  I  hate 
vanity— I  hate  vanity.  The  history  of  the  divining  rod  is  woll 
known— it  is  a  slight  valueless  twig  in  itself,  but  indicates,  by 
its  motion,  where  veins  of  precious  metal  are  concealed  below 
the  earth,  which  afterwards  enrich  the  adventurera  by  whom 
thcjr  are  laboriously  and  careAiUy  wrought  I  claim  no  more 
merit  for  my  historical  hints  ;  but  this  is  something. 

Dryasdust.  Ve  severer  antiquaries,  sir,  may  grant  that  tliis  is 
true ;  to  wit,  that  your  works  may  occasionalfy  have  put  mop 
of  solid  judgment  upon  researches  which  they  would  not  per- 
haps have  ouierwise  thought  of  undertaking.  But  this  will  leave 
you  still  accountable^for  misleading  the  young,  the  indolent, 
and  the  giddy,  by  thrusting  into  Uieir  hands,  works,  which, 
while  tliey  have  so  much  the  appearance  of  convejring  infor- 
mation, as  mav  prove  perliaps  a  salve  to  their  oonscieooes  for 
employing  their  leisure  iu  tlie  perusal,  yet  leave  tlieir  giddy 
brains  contented  with  tho  crude,  uncertain,  ahd  often  fUsa 
statements,  which  your  novels  abound  with. 

Author.  It  would  be  very  unbecoming  in  me,  reverend  air,  to 
eccuse  a  gentleman  of  your  cloth  of  cant ;  but,  prey,  is  there 
not  something  like  it  in  the  patlios  with  which  you  enforce 
these  dangers?  1  aver,  on  the  contrary,  that  by  introduoiog  the 
busy  and  the  vouthftil  to  *'  troths  severe  in  fairy  fiction  dress- 
ed," t  I  am  doing  a  real  servioe  to  tlie  more  ingenious  and  tha 
more  apt  among  them ;  for  the  love  of  knowledge  wants  but  a 
beginning— the  lealt  spark  will  give  fire  when  the  train  is  pro 
periy  prepared ;  and  having  been  interested  in  fictitious  ad- 
ventures, aaeribed  to  an  historical  period  and  eharacten,  tlia 

t  The  Doetor  has  denied  the  aniher'i  title  to  shelter  h'aieelf  nndrr 
this  qnoiation :  but  (he  anthor  eontinnes  to  thinkr  himself  entitled  to  aQ 
the  shelter,  whieh,  threadtiare  as  It  ts,  it  may  yet  be  able  to  aObrd  Mm. 
The  truth  atoer*  applies  not  to  the  nairalive  haeir,  but  to  the  moral  it 
eoaveyi.  in  which  the  aathor  has  not  been  thought  ieliiie«i'.  Tba 
"  fairy  Itotion"  is  the  ooudact  oC  Ihs  story  which  tha  \jua  a  Si  wnled  to 


'  fairy  Hoti 
(laddaW. 
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^«R?,  hud  [\itw  fur  thu  n<ff^4;U»i:  hu  jiipUy  Terjrwente4  ilboro. 

Gut^t^n  whcra  fhii  itjiii^  of  th<?  nmrv  c*w\'^w  rcndir  T^malni 
Hti«fied  w\ih  iNn  hfht  ri«>ii#aL  be  )uu  alfni'Eic;^!  to  %  lulu  uf  fic- 
tion, Luf  ^jll  tiitl  tnjf  ito'(4|]  Lho  btiuV:  'with  D  dt^TC!c  uf  kni.tw- 
U-Jjtc»  not  fjorl!biii|«  of  rhi'' mo^t  ncrilnite  leiod,  buE  t<ur.|n  ii>»Jie 
miftjt  not  o[|icj"wi«-  liavp  flefruitrJ-  ISnf  J*  tiiia  limited  to 
rplfndk  of  A  Utw  utiii  un;^[(\ui  At^ni^tifiiian  ;  buL,  fin  ihu  ccjinmry, 
COmiiirf^liiDndi  rtmn^pcNoiif  Dtlii^rwifq  of  lai^b  tilientfl,  v«  ho, 
•.everniul^?^,  iiiU^t  frum  tdf  Jc  of  liow^  or  of  pcnevcmiuro,  ^ 
witlirij  lo  BiLduwp  [:oiiti±aiK:l  witfi  ilitMillcht  iaformalinu  wlweh 
if  tr/|uprcit  in  »[i^]b  el  manner.  Tli.ej^ri'flll^ijke  ofMftTibi.irE-u^, 
fijf  eA]tM3(3lii,  riavjni^  t]UoMt  in  cEirtvummM^rtiH  iom*  (hci  o[  Lnf- 
lull  hJ4tory  raiJit'>f  tnAccunHfrJjr^  w^  rdqucitQd  to  najnc  hti  bu- 
liiorU}'.  "S^iaktjx^are'i  ILuLdricxiI  FLpi'J*,*'  tntwervd  Ihe  cop- 
ifiKrur  of  filcnVim  ;  *'  t)]«  oiiEk  ^^rEith  hMiE.iirr  [  tvenc  fead  in 
Kj  lifb'"  And  a  l^uty  TTcaUeciion  will  cuiivincc  nny  ttfua 
•  hoiT  mUdli  IjcltiT  \T€  &ie  afC'7UainU''(]  vitt\  thoM  put*  of  ^ny- 
liilt  tiiAUuf  witkti  II lilt  iirt|]ic;riJiJ  bard  Jmi  dra[|p«4ixi>i|^  Uiao 
wilb  luif  othiir  (turtiun  of  Bri(kh  4iory. 

t^ryatdiuL  Anrj  yun,  ^vurttiy  gjr,  aj«  bnibitioui  to  rendtff  a 
'  khniiSar  wrtic*  Uj  po-iiaritj  I 

AutA^r.  Mm  Tliq  BfiinU  romn*r>d  t  tbauld  bo  ^iltr  bf  nich 
nnftittiided  vaniiy  i  I  onLy  stio^v  trhai  l^ifti  be^-u  <f[in«  Wlt<<n  tliero 
wunctAnts  in  ibu  laud.  Wa  [^i^^aiki  of  ihp  fm^ifinl  riai,  maj 
at  Jr'.&iL  hourt^iror,  do  iomcTMiri^  ;  umi  it  ig  v!^U  In  keop  a  piat- 
lom  bofuTD  oEir  rjyon,  ihouj^ti  eiitit  ^iftLitm  tw  irmm  fitblt, 

UrTidr.d-aii  Vi'^'ll.  flif.  ■ullf'i  urn  >h.i]  m^j-^T  Kti^f  >H.»ijr  *>wn 
cotu->'  ,.>;:..■•.  1.    . .  -  .ble 

auB  to  teplf  to  you  in  arcunMOt  But  I  doubt  If  all  jrou  Have 
d  will  recondiie  the  public  to  the  anachroniaina  of  your  ine- 
aoot  volumeB.  Here  you  have  a  CountMi  of  Derby  fetched  out 
of  her  eold  (rave,  and  saddled,  with  a  Mt  of  adveaturea  dated 
twenty  year^  ofler  her  death,  beaiden  being  given  up  aa  a  Cf- 
Uiqlic.  when  the  was  in  fact  a  sealous  Huguenot; 

MOor.  She  may  sue  me  for  damages,  as  in  the.  ease  Ofdo 
■vniVkgiL 


Drj/atdUiL  A  worse  fknlt  is,  that^oor  n 

incorrect  than  usual.    Your  Puritan  is  ikinUy  traced,  isou. 
parison  to  four  Cameronian. 

Atahor.  I  agree  to  the  charge j  hut  aIiho«Kh  I  stiQ  eoaate 
hypocrisy  and  enttMuiasm  as  fit  food  for  ndieale  snd  iar^ 
vet  I  am  sensible  of  the  diflScnIty  of  hoAding  fbnatieimpts 
laughtnr  or  abhorrence,  without  usiat  colouring  whieh  Wf 
give  oflenee  to  tiio  sincerely  worthy  and  religious.  Uaor  this|P 
are  lawful  which  we  are  taught  are  not  convenient:  ssdlhos 
are  many  tones  of  feeling  wiiirh  are  too  rBspeetabis  tobsi^ 
auiied,  tJiough  we  do  not  altogetlior  vmpatliue  with  tkoa. 

DrvaaditH.  Not  to  mention,  my  worthy  sir,  that  peduvi  Ki 
may  think  the  subjject  exhausted. 

Author.  Tlie  devil  take  the  men  of  this  generatioB  IW  p« 
ting  the  worst  construetion  on  their  naighb^ir's  eaadaell 

So  saying,  and  flinging  a  testy  sort  of  adieu  towards  MtA 
hialiand,  hA  opened  tlie  door,  and  ran  hastily  dowa  stata.  I 
started  on  my  feeL  and  rang  for  my  servant,  who  isrtilflr 
came.  I  dcimanded  what  hod  become  of  the  stramor-to  ds- 
nied  that  any  such  had  b^n  admitted— I  pointed  to  tie  OBb 
decanters,  add  ho— he— he  liad  the  assurance  to  intintlslM 
such  vacancies  were  sometimes  made  when  I  liad  oo  MMr 
company  than  my  own.  I  do  not  know  what  to  aisks  af  Bjp 
doubtfhl  matter,  but  will  certainly  imitate  yoar  extsvki 

f lacing  this  dialogue^  with  my  praaent  letter,  at  tte  liM  tf 
BVBftit  OF  TUSPBAX.   1  am, 

DsAB  Sn, 

Vary  nucb  yov  IkitkfBl  aidl 


YOBIC 


JosumDnAflffA 


PEVERIL   OF    THE   PEAK.   . 


CHAPTER  I. 


BvTLn. 


**  When  dvO  da4fMo  ftmt|MW 

WixxiAMi  the  (yonquaror  of  fin«land,  was,  or  sup- 
Msed  bimaelf  to  be,  the  father  of  a  oertain  William 
Feteril,  who«tteikded  him  to  the  battle  of  Hastiiisa. 
and  there  diatinguiahed  himeelf.  The  liberal«minded 
moiiArch,  who  aasumed  in  hia  charters  the  veritable 
title  of  OuUelmus  Bastardus,  waa  not  likely  to  let 
hb  son's  iUegitimacy  be  any  bar  to  the  eourM  of  his 
lOf  al  favoor,  when  the  laws  of  England  were  issued 
fiosB  the  mouth  of  the  Notman  victor,  and  the  lands 
of  the  Saxons  were  at  his  unlimited  disposkl.  Wil- 
liam Peveril  obtained  a  liberal  grant  of  property  and 
lofdshipa  in  Derbyshire^  and  became  the  erector  of 
tint  Gothic  fbrtresa,  which,  banging  over  the  month 
oC  the  I>evir8  Cavern,  so  well  uown  to  tonristSi 
gnea  the  name  of  Castleton  to  the  adljaoent  village. 

From  this  fradal  Baron«  who  chose  bis  neet  upon 

the  vnactples  on  which  an  easle  selects  her  em^  and 

hoQft  k  In  Bucfi  a  fashion  aa  ii  he  had  intended  it,  aa 

■I  iMhman  said  of  the  Martallo  towers,  for  the  sole 

iwpoae  of  punling  posteritv,  there  waa,  or  conceived 

ffconaelves  to  be.  aesceoded  (for  their  pedigree  was 

inker  hynothetical)  an  opulent  famiW  of  knightly 

ruk,  in  the  aame  county  of  Derby.    The  great  fief 

0^  Onatlcton,  with  its  adjacent  wastes  and  foreata, 

lad  all  the  wondera  which  thev  oontain,  had  been 

Meitad  in  King  John'a  stormy  days,  by  one  William 

FevcriL  and  had  been  granted  anew  to  the  Lord  Fer- 

Mrs  of  that  day.    Yet  this  WilUam*s  descendants, 

noiigli  no  lonnor  pqaraased  of  what  they  alleged  to 

jiav«rDeen  their  original  property,  were  long  distin- 

glitflliod  by  the  proud  title  of  Peverils  of  the  Peak, 

which  served  to  mark  their  high  descent,  and  loAy 

lapsftcosioas.  - 

In  Charles  the  Second**  tin»,  the  raoresentative  of 
thai  ancient  ftmtly  was  Sir  Geoffrey  PeveriK  a  man 
who  bad  nuny  of  the  ordinary  attributes  of  an  old- 
ikshtoned  country  gentlemen,  and  very  few  individual 
traits  to  distinguish  him  from  the  general  portrait  of 
thai  worthy  class  of  'mankind.  He  was  proud  of 
small  advantages,  angry  at  small  diaappointments, 
incapable  of  forming  any  resohition  or  opinion  ah- 
atracted  from  his  own  prejudices— he  was-ftroud  of 
bis  birth,  laviah  in  hia  housekerpin^  convivial  with 
those  kindred  and  acquaintanoea,  who  would  allow 
his  superiority  in  rank-— contentious  and  quarrelsome 
with  alt  that  croeaed  his  pretensions— kind  to  the 
poor,  ezoflpt  when  they  plundered  his  game— a  roy- 
alist in  his  poUtical  opinions,  and  one  who  detested 
alike  «  Reendhead,  a  poacher,  and  a  Presbyterian. 
la  religran  Sir  Qeoffrey  was  a  high-churchman,  of  ao 
exalted  a  strain  that  many  thought  he  atiU  nourished 
innrivate  the  Roman  Catholic  teneta,  which  hia  fit- 
tmr  had  only  renounced  in  his  father'a  time,  and 
that  be  had  a  dispensation  for  conforming  in  outward 
ohasrranoeB  to  the  Protestant  faith.  There  wae  at 
Inat  such  a  scandal  amongst  the  Puritans,  and  the 
iaflnence  whRsh  Sir  Geomney  Peveril  certainly  ap- 
Mared  to  possess  amongst  the  Catholk  gentlemen  of 
Ovbyahtre  and  Qieshirai  seemed  to  give  countenance 
la  ihe  rumour. 

Sach  waa  Sir  Geoflfrey,  who  mig^t  have  paased  to 
bis  grave  without  farther  diadnotion  than  a  braaa- 
plate  in  the  chancel,  had  he  not  lived  in  tiroes  which 
fofoed  the  most  inactive  apirita  into  exertion,  aa  a 
lanspest  influences  the  sluggish  waters  of  the  deadest 
meer.  When  the  Civil  Wan  broke  out,  Peveril  of  the 
Peak,  proud  from  pedigree,  and  brave  by  constitutioii, 
raised  a  regiment  for  th^  ^"*<r  "i>d  showed  upon 


several  occasions  more  capacity  ibr  command  |hi9 
men  had  heretofora  given  him  credit  for. 

Even  in  the  midst  of  the  <*ivil  turmoil  he  fell  is 
love  with,  and  married,  a  beautiful  and  amiable  y6uDg 
lady  of  the  noble  house  of  Stanley ;  and  ^m  that  i 
time  had  the  more  merit  in  his  loyalty,  as  it  divorced 
him  from  her  society,  unless  at  very  brief  intervalsb 
when  his  duty  permitted  sa  occasional  visit  to  hia 
home.  Scommg  to  be  allured  from  his  military  doty  - 
by  domestic  inducements,  Pefveril  of  the  j^eak  fought 
on  for  several  rough  years  of  civil  war,  and  performed 
his  part  with  sufncient  gallantry,  until  his  regiment 
was  aurprised  and  cut  to  pieoea  by  Poyntz,  Crom- 
well's  enterprising  and  aucoeasful  general  of  cavalry. 
The  defeated  Cavalier  escaped  from  the  field  of  battle, 
and,  Ijke  a  true  desoendsnt  of  William  the  Con<iueror, 
disdaining  submission,  threw  himself  into  his  own 
castellated  manaion,  which  was  attacked  and  defend- 
ed in  a  siege  of  that  irregular  kind  which  caoaed  the 
destruction  of  so  many  baronial  residences  during 
the  course  of  those  unhsppy  wars.  Marttndale  Cas- 
tle, after  having  suffered  severely  from  the  cannon 
which  Cromwell  himself  brought  againat  it^  was  at 
length  aurrendered  when  in  the  last  extremity.  Sir 
Geofirey  himself  became  a  prisoner,  and  while  his  li- 
berty was  only  restored  upon  a  promise  of  remaining 
a  peaceful  subject  to  the  Comnionwealth  in  future 
his  former  delinquencies,  aa  they  were  termed  by  the 
ruling  party,  were  severely  punished  by  fine  and  9^ 
questration. 

But  neither  his  forced  promise,  nor  the  fear  of  fkr- 
ther  unpleasant  conaequencea  to  hia  person  or  pro- 
perty, could  prevent  Peveril  of  the  Peek  from  joinmc 
the  galkint  Eari  of  Derby  the  night  before  the  fatal 
engagement  in  Wiggan-lane,  where  the  EarPs  forces 
were  dispersed.  Sir  Geoffrey  having  had  bis  share  in 
that  action,  escsped  with  the  relies  oftheroyalists  after 
the  defeat,  to  Join  Chartea  II.  He  witneasad  alao  the 
final  defeat  of^Woroester,  where  he  was  a  second  time 
made  prisoner;  and,  as  in  the  opinion  of  Oram  wall  g 
and  the  language  of  the  times^  he  waa  regftided  aa  an 
obstinate  malignant,  he  was  m  great  danger  of  hav- 
ing shared  with  the  Earl  of  Derby  his  execution  av 
Boiton-!e-Moor,  having  partaken  with  him  the  dan* 
gere  of  two  actions.  But  Sir  GeofTreys  life  was 
preserve(f  by  the  interest  of  a  friend,  who  possessed 
influence  in  the  councils  of  Oliver.  This  was  a  Mr. 
Bridgenorth,  a  gentleman  of  middling  quality,  whose 
father  had  been  successful  in  some  oommercial  ad- 
venture during  the  peaceful  reign  of  James  I. ;  and 
who  had  bequeathea  his  son  a  considerablo  sum  of 
money,  in  addition  to  the  moderate  patrimony  which 
he  inherited  from  hia  father. 

The  subsUntial,  though  amall-sised  brick  building 
of  Moultressie  Hall,  waa  but  two  miles  distant  fVom 
Martindale  Caatle.  and  the  young  Bridgenorth  at- 
tended the  aame  achool  with  the  heir  of  the  Peverils. 
A  sort  of  companienahip,  if  not  intimacy,  took  place 
betwixt  them,  which  continued  during  their  youthful 
sports—the  rather  that  Bridgenorth,  though  he  did 
not  at  heart  admit  Sir  ^Seonrey's  claims  of  superi- 
ority to  the  extent  which  the  other's  vanity  would 
have  exacted,  paid  deference  in  a  reaaonable  degree 
to  the  representative  of  a  family  ao  much  more  an- 
cient and  important  than  his  own.  without  conceiv- 
ing that  he  in  any  rsspect  degraded  bimaelf  by  doing 
ao. 

Mr.  Bridgenorth  did  not  however,  carry  his  com 
plaiaanoe  so  far  as  to  embrace  Sir  Geoffirey's  side 
during  the  Civil  War.  On  the  contrary,  as  an  active 
JusUoe  of  the  Peace^he  rendered  much  aseieiancein 
arraying  the  militia  in  the  caaaeof  the  Parliament, 
and  for  aome  time  held  a  military  commiaaionin  that 
3fi« 
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service.  This  was  partiy  owmff  to  his  religious  prin- 
ciples, for  he  was  a/ zealous  Presbvterian,  partly  to 
his  political  ideas,  which,  without  oeing  absolutely 
democratical,  favoured  the  popular  side  of  the  great 
national  question.  Besides,  he  was  a  moneyed  man, 
and  to  8  certain  extent  had  a  shrewd  eye  to  his 

^workily  interest.  He  understood  how  to  improve  the 
opportunities  which  civil  vrar  afforded,  of  advancing 
tiis  fortune,  by  a  dexterous  use  of  his  capital;  and 
he  was  not  at  a  loss  to  perceive  that  these  were  likely 
to  be  obtained  by  joining  the  Parliament;  while  the 
King's  cause,  as  it  was  managed,  held  out  nothing 
to  tl|e  we^lihy  but  a  course  of  exaction  and  compul* 
sory  loans.  For  these  reasons,  Bridoenorth  became 
9.  decided. Roundhead,  and  all  frienaly  commonica- 
tkon  oetwtxt  his  neighbour  and  him  was  abruptly 

^broken  asunder.  This  «vas  done  with  the  less  acn- 
loony,  that  during,  the  Civil  War,  Sir  Geoffrey  was 
almost  constantly  in  the  field,  following  the  vacilla- 
ting and  unhappy  fortunes  of  his  master;  while  Ma- 
jor Bridgenorth,  who  soon  renounced  active  military 
service,  resi^  chiefly  in  London,  and  only  occasion- 
ally visited  the  Hall. 

Upon  these  visits,  it  was  with  great  pleasure  he  re- 
ceived the  intelligence,  that  Lady  Peveril  had  shown 
much  kindness  to  Mrs.  Bridgenorth,  and  bad  actually 
given  her  and  her  family  shelter  in  Martindale  Castle, 
when  Moolcrassie  Hall  was  threatened  with  pillage 
by  a  body  of  Prince  Rupert's  ill-disciplined  Cava- 
liers. This  acquaiotanoe  had  been  matured  by  freouent 
walks  together,  which  the  vicinity  of  their  places 
of  residence  sunered  the  Lady  Peveril  to  have  with 
Mrs.  Bridgenorth,  who  deemed  herself  much  honour* 
sd  in  being  thus  admitted  into  the  society  of  so  dis- 
tioguishea  a  lady.  Major  Bridgenorth  heard  of  (his 
growing  intimacy  with  great  pleasure,  and  he  detet 
mined  to  repay  the  obligation,  as  far  as  he  could 
without  much  hurt  to  himself,  by  interfering  with  all 
his  influence,  in  behalf  of  her  unfortunate  nusband. 
It  was  chiefly  owing  to  Major  Bridgenorlh'a  media- 
tion, that  Sir  Geoffrey's  life  was  saved  after  the  battle 
of  Worcester.    He  obtained  him  permission  to  com- 

E9und  for  his  estate  on  essier  terms  than  many  who 
ad  been  lesa  obstinate  in  malignancy;  and,  nnally, 
when*  irv /9rder  to  raise  the  money  to  the  cotoposition, 
the  Knight  was  obliged  to  sell  a  considerable  portion 
of  his  patrimony,  Major  Bridgenorth  became  the  pur- 
chaser, and  that  at  a  laiser  price  than  had  been  paid  to 
any  Cavalier  under  suon  circumstances,  b)r  a  member 
of  the  CoiQkinitfee  for  SeQuestrationa.  It  is  true,  the 
prudent  comn>utecman  did  n<H«  hy  an3r  means,  loss 
sight  of  his  own  interest  in  the  transection,  for  the 
^pnce  was,  after  all,  very  moderate,  and  the  property 
lay  adjacent  to  Moultrassie  Hall,  the  value  of  which 
was  at  least  trebled  by  the  acquisition.  But  than  it 
was  also  true,  that  the  unfortunate  owner  must  have 
submitted  to  much  worse  conditions,  had  ihe  com- 
mitteeman used,  as  others  did,  the  full  advantages 
which  his  situation  gave  him;  and  Bridgenorth  took 
credit  to  himaelf,  ana  received  it  from  others,  for  hav- 
ing, on  this  ocousioo,  fairly  sacrificed  his  interest  to 
his  liberality. 

•  Sir  Geoffrey  Peveril  was  of  the  same  opinion,  and 
the  rathei(tthat  Mr.  Bridgenorth  seemed  to  bear  his 
exaltaticn  'vith  gre»t  moderation,  and  was  disposed 
to  show  him  jjeisanally  the  same  deference  in  his 
present  sunshine  of  prosperitv,  whieh  he  had  exhi- 
bited formerly  in  their  early  acquaintance.  It  is  but 
justice  to  Major  Bridgenorth  to  observe,  that  in  this 
r/>nduct  he  paid  respect  as  much  to  the  misfortunes 
lis  to  the  pretensions  of  his  far-descemled  neighbour, 
and  that,  with  the  frank  generosity  of  a  blunt  English- 
man,, he  conceded  points  of  ceremony,  ebout  which 
.  ho  himself  was  indifferent,  merely  because  ho  saw 
that  his  doing  so  gave  pleasure  to  Sir  Geoffrey. 

Peveril  of  the  Peak  did  justice  to  his  neighbonr's 
delicacy,  in  consideration  of  which  he  forgot  many 
things.  He  forgot  that  Major  Bridgenorth  was  alrea- 
dy in  possebsion  of  a  fair  third  of  his  estate,  and  had 
various  pecuniary  claims  affecting  the  remainder,  to 
the  extent  of  one-third  more.  He  endeavoured  even 
to  forget,  what  it  was  still  more  difficult  not  to  re- 
member, the  altered  situation  in  which  tney  and  their 
manaions  now  BiJod  to  each  other. 
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Before  the  Civil  Vfv.  the  sopeih  battlement!  lod 
turrets  of  Martindale  Castle  looked  down  on  tbeni 
brick-built  Hall,  as  it  stole  out  from  the  green  pluti- 
tions,  just  as  an  oak  in  Martindale  Chase  would 
^ave  looked  beside  ono-  of  the  stunted  and  finnil 
youn^  beech-trees  with  which  Bridgenorth  hadn- 
bed  his  avenue;  but  aTter  the  siege  which  we  nan 
commemorated,  the  enlaif^ed  and  aurmented  Hitj 
was  as  much  predominant  in  the  lanoscape  overtbi 
shattered  and  blackened  ruins  of  the  Castle,  of  vhid 
only  one  wing  was  left  habitabl&  as  the  voiitlifid 
beech,  in  all  its  vigour  of  shoot  and  bud,  would  appoi 
to  the  same  a^ed  oak  stritq^ed  of  its  boughs,  aii 
rifted  by  lightning;  one  half  laid  in  shiven  on  the 
ground,  and  the  other  remaining  a  blaekeaed  ud 
ungraceful  trunk,  rent  and  splintered,  and  without 
either  life  or  leaves.  Sir  Geotfrey  could  not  hut  M, 
that  the  situation  and  prospects  of  the  two  no)^ 
hours  were  exchanged  as  disadvantageouriyfor  m» 
self  as  the  appearance  of  their  mansions;  and  that 
though  the  authority  of  the  man  in  oflles  under  tb 
Pariiament,  tho  neqneetrator,  and  theeommitteemia, 
had  been  only  exerted  for  the  protection  of  the  oiti> 
Iter  and  the  malignant,  they  would  have  been  asefbe- 
tualif  appKed  to  procure  his  utter  ruin;  sodthiihi 
was  beooms  a  diont,  wfaiU  his  n«ghbour  was  elcfi- 
ted  into  sT  patron. 

Then  were  two  doQsiderations,  besides  tbsiM» 
sity  of  the  ease  and  the  constant  advice  of  hialm 
which  enabled  Peveril  of  the  Peak  to  endure,  vii 
some  patienoe,  this  state  of  degradation.  TbelhM 
was,  that  the  politics  of  Major  Bridgenorth  Uiga, 
on  n^any  points,  to  assimilate  themselves  to  hisom 
As  a  Presbytenan,  he  was  not  an*  utter  wmjjt 
monarchy,  and  had  been  oonsiderably  shocked  ii  m 
unexpected  trial  and  execution  of  the  Fiiif:  v  i 
civilian  and  a  man  of  property,  be  fsared  iboot* 
piination  of  the  military;  and  tnoogfa  be  wiaMMt 
to  see  Charles  restored  by  force  of  arms,  wt  be  •^ 
rived  at  the  eonchisioii,  that  to  bring  has  the  uff 
of  the  royal  family  on  such  ternns  of  oonpoainoaai 
might  ensure  the  protection  of  those  popolir  inmi* 
nities  and  privileges  for  which  the  Long  Pv^^^ 
had  at  first  contended,  woukl  be  the  surest  ami  Mf 
desirable  termination  to  the  mutations  in  sttteiMi 
whioh  had  agitated  Britain.  Indeed,  the  Mm 
ideas  on  this  point  approached  so  nearly  those  dm 
neighbour,  that  hehad  Well-nigh  Buffeved  SirGeMf 
who  had  a  finger  in  almost  all  tbe  oonspirsaig' 
the  Royalists,  to  involve  him  in  the  uufwIiP 
rising  of  Penruddock  sad  Chroves  in  the  whMI 
whicTi  many  of  the  Piesbyterian  interest,  ss  w<l£  ^ 
the  Cavalier  party,  were  engaged.  And  tbongfa  # 
habitual  prudence  eventnallylLept  him  oat  offlt 
and  other  dangers,  Major  Bridgenorth  wa80oneidafl| 
during  the  last  years  of  GromwoU's  dominatioM* 
tbe  interregnum  whioh  succeeded,  aa  a  disainBcMl 
person  to  the  Cooimonwealth,  and  a  fiivoonra 
Charles  Stewart.  . 

But  besides  this  approximation  to  tbe  tame  pw 
cal  opiniona.  another  bond  of  intimacv  (inimlM 
families  of  the  Castle  and  the  Hall.  Maior  BriM^ 
north,  fortunate^  and  eminently  so,  in  all  bis  wong 
transactions^  was  visited  hy  severe  and  wunm 
misfortunes  in  his  family,  and  became,  m  this  Q 
ticular,  an  object  of  compassion  to  his  poorer  i» 
more  decayed  neighbour.  Betwixt  tbe  UiaiJJ 
out  of  the  Civil  War  and  tbe  Restoration,  be  W 
successively  a  family  of  no  less  than  six  cbiMitt 
apparently  through  a  delicacy  of  oonstitotion,  ^nm 
cut  off  the  little  prattlers  at  the  early  age  when  m 
must  wind  themselves  around  the  heart  of  the  |p 
rents. 

In  the  bcffinning  of  the  year  lt6&  Major  Bnd^ 
north  was  childless  \  ore  it  ended,  be  nad  s  dsopMI 
indeed  but  he^  birth  was  purchased  by.tbedesisji 
an  afiectionate  wiie,  whose  constitution  had  mQ 
exhausted  by  maternal  grief,  and  by  the  anxions  m 
harrowing  refleoCion,  that  from  her  tho  cbijdrgntbg 
had  lost  derived  that  delicacy  of  health,  which  pw** 
unable  to  undergo  the  tear  and  wear  of  exiateiMA 
The  same  voice  which  told  Bridgenorth  that  be  w«> 
father  of  a  living  child^  (it  was  tbe  friendly  voioeet 
Lady  Peveril,)  commumcated  to  him  tbe  mdsnriw 
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iatoUigenoe  that  he  wm  tio  longer  a  hutband.  The 
AilingB  of  Mi^rBridgeoorth  -were  strong  end  deep, 
rather  than  haaty  aod  Vehement ;  and  hie  grief  aaaum* 
ad  the  form  of  a  suUea  stupor,  from  w^ich  neither  the 
fnendlv  rsmonstrancea  of  Sir  GeofTrey,  who  did  not 
fail  (0  be  with'  his  nenhbour  at  this  dietressing  con- 
JoBctiue,  even  tboogfi  he  knew  he  must  meet  the 
Presbyterian  pa8t4Mr,  nor  the  ghotdy  exhortationa  of 
thia  btter  peiaon,  were  aUe  to  rouse  the  unfortonate 
widower. 

I  At  length  Lady  Pereril,  with  the  ready  invention  of 
a  female  sharpened  by  the  sight  of  distreea  aad  the 
liBsUngs  of  sympathy,  tried  on  the  suf&rer  one  of 
those  experiments  by  which  grief  is  often  awakened 
torn  deapondeney  inta  tears.  She  placed  in  Bridge- 
Berth's  arms  the  mfaot  whose  birth  had  cost  him  so 
desTi  and  coloured  him  to  remember  that  his  Alice 
was  not  yet  dead,  since  she  aurviTed  in  ib»  hteliAeaa 
child  she  had  left  to  his  paternal  care. 

"  Take  her  away— take  her  away  I"  said  the  un- 
hupy  man,  and  taey  were  the  first  words  he  had 
noken ;  "  let  me  not  look  on  her— it  is  but  anodier 
Mossom  that  has  bloomed  to  fade^  and  the  tree  that 
bore  it  will  never  flourish  morci*' 

He  almost  threw  the  child  mto  Lady  Peveril's  arms, 
pkced  his  hands  before  his  face,  and  wept  aloud. 
Lady  Peveril  did  not  say  "  be  comforted."  but  ahe 
ventured  to  promise  that  the  blossom  should  ripen  to 
fiuit. 

"Never,  never  I"  said  Bridgenorth ;  "take  the  un- 
happy child  away,  and  let  me  only  know  when  I  shall 
wear  black  for  ber— W6ar  black  I"  he  exclaimed, 
iniamipting  himself^  *'  what  other  colour  shall  I  wear 
dnanag  the  remainder  of  my  life 'I" 

"t  will  take  the  chUd  for  a  season,"  said  Lady 
Pev'eitl,  *' since  the  sight  of  her  is  so  painful  to  vou; 
tod  the  little  Alice  shall  share  the  nursery  oi  our 
Man,  until  it  shall  be  pleasure  and  not  pain  for  you 
to  look  on  her." 

**That  hour  will  never, come,"  said  the  unhappy 
^tfaer ;  '*  her  doom  is  written— she  will  follow  the 

el— God's  will  be  done.— Lady,  I  thank  you— I  trust 
to  your  pare;  and  I  thank  God  that,  my  eye  shall 
|»t  see  her  dyin^  agonies." 

-Witliout  detaming  the  jeader'a  attention  longer 
1  this  painful  theme,  it  ts  enough  to  say  that  the 
mdy  Peveril  did  undertake  the  duties  of  a  mother 
flue  liitlc  orphan ;  and  perhaps  it  was  owing,  in  a 
leat  moasure,  to  her  judicious  treatment,  of  the  in- 
int,  that  its  feeble  hold  of  life  was  preserved,  since 
le  glimmering  spark  might  probably  have  been  alto- 
elher  sinotherea.  had  it, like  the  Major's  former  chU- 
Iran,  undergone  tne  over-care  and  over-nursing  of  a 
lother  rendered  nervously  cautious  and  anxious  by  so 
lan  y  successive  losses.  The  lady  was  the  more  ready 
>  undertake  this  charge,  that  she  herself  had  loai  two 
i/ant  children  ;  and  that  she  attributed  the  preaerva- 
on  of  the  third,  now  a  fine  healthy  child  of  three 
ears  old,  to  Julian's  being  subjected  to  rather  a  dif- 
srent  course  of  diet  and  treatment  than  was  then 
enerally  practised.  She  resolved  to  follow  the  same 
igimen  with  the  little  orphan,  which  she  had  ob- 
irved  in  the  case  of  her  own  boy ;  and  it  was  equally 
lecesafuK  By  a  more  sparing  use  of  medicine^  by 
bolder  admission  of  fresh  air,  by  a  firm,  yet  cauttous 
ttentioQ  to  encourage  rather  than  to  supersede  the 
certions  of  nature,  the  puny  infant,  under  the  care 
'  an  excellent  iiurse,  gradually  improved  in  strength 
ad  in  livelineas. 

Sir  Geoffrey,  jike  most  men  of  his  frank  and  good- 
iturcd  ilispoailion,  was  naturally  fond  of  children, 
id  so  much  compassionated  tne  sorrows  of  his 
Hghbour,  that, he  entirely  forgot  his  being  a  Pres- 
rterian,  until  it  became  necessary  that  the  infant 
oald  be  christened  by  a  teacher  oi  that  persuasion. 
This  v^as  a  tryinf^  ca^— the  father  aeemed  incapa- 
e  of  giving  direction;  and  that  the  threshold  qf 
artindale  Castle  thould  be  violated  by  the  heretical 
ep  of  a  dissenting  clergyman,  was  matter  of  horror 
Its  orthodox  owner.  He  had  seen  the  famous 
ogh  peters,  with  a  Bible  in  one  hand  and  a  pistol  in 
e  other,  ride  in  triumph  through  the  court-door 
ben  Martindale  was  surrendered;  and  the, bitter- 
Ms  of  that  hour  had  entered  like  iron  into  his  soul 


Yet  such  waa  Lidy  Pever9'8  iditaDnee  over  the  psD- 
jodioea  of  h^r  hasband,  that  he  waa  induced  to  oob« 
nive  mt  the  ceremony  taking  place  in  a  remote  garden- 
house,  which  waa  not  properly  within  the  precincta  of 
the  Castle- walL  The  lady  even  dared  to  be  present 
while  the  ceremony  was  performed  by  the  reverend 
Master  Solsgrace,  who  had  onoe  preached  a  sermon 
of  three  hours  length  before  the  House  of  Com* 
mons,  upon  a  thanksgiving  occasion  alter  the  relieC 
of  Exeter.  Sir  Oeofirqy  Peveril  took  cars  to  be  ab* 
sent  the  whole  day  fifom  the  Castle,  and  it  was  only 
from  the  great  interest  which  he  took  in  the  washingi 
perfuming,  and  as  it  were  purification  of  the  8am<* 
mer*liouse,  that  it  «onld  have  been  guessed  he  knew 
any  thing  of  what  had  taken  place  m  it. 

But,  whatever  prigudices  the  g^od  Knight  might 
entertain  ai^init  hia  neighbour^  form  of  religioi^ 
tbey  did  not  in  any  way  influence  his  feelings  towards 
him  aa  a  aafierer  under  severe  affliction.  The  mode 
in  which  he  showed  his  sympathy  was  rather  singn 
lar,  bat  exactly  suited  the  character  oC  both,  and  tns 
terms  on  whieh  they  stood  with  each  other. 

Morning  after  morning  the  epod  Baronet  made 
MoullrasaieHall  thatsrmmation  of  his  walk  or  rids, 
and  said  a  single  word  of  kindness  as  he  passed. 
Sometimes  he  entered  the  old  parlour  where  the  prs- 

Erietor  aat  in  solitary  wretchedness  and  despondency 
ut  more  frequently,  (for  Sir  Geoflrey  did  not  pretend 
to  great  talents  or  conversation.)  he  paused  on  ths 
terraoe,,  and  stopping  or  halting  his  horse  by  the  lat- 
ticed window,  ssid  aloud  to  the  mtilancbolv  inmate, 
"How  is  it  with  you,  Master  Bridgenorth?"  (the 
Knight  would  never  acknowledge  his  neighbonr's 
military  rank  of  Major ;)  "I  just  looked  in  to  bid  you 
keep  a  good  heart,  man,  and  to  tell  you  that  Julian  is 
welU  and  liule  Alice  is  well,  and  all  are  well  at  Mar- 
tindale Gaatle." 
A. deep  sigh,  sometimes  conpled  with  "I  thank 

Jou,  Sir  Qeotlirey ;  my  grateful  duty  waita  on  Lady 
^everil,"  was  geneniny  Bridgenortn  s  only  ansiver. 
But  the  news  was  received  on  the  one  part  with  tha 
kindnesa  which  was  desifmed  upon  the  ether ;  itgrs'i 
dually  became  leas  painful  and  more  interesting ;  tli# 
lattice  window  was  never  closed^  nor  was  the  lea  than 
easy->chair  which  stood  next  to  it,  ever  empty,  when 
the  usual  hour  of  the  Baronet's  momentary  visit  fip« 
prpached.  At  length, the  expectation  of  that  passing 
minute  became  the  pivot  upon  which  the  tboughta  of 
poor  Bridgenorth  turned  during  all  the  rest  of  the 
day.  Most  men  have  known  the  influence  of  such 
brief  but  ruling  moments  at  some  period  of  their  lives. 
The  moment  when  a  lover  passes  the  window  of  bis 
mistress— the  moment  wl^en  the  epicure  heara  tbs 
dinner-bell,  is  that  into  which  is  crowded  the  whole 
interest  of  the  day— the  hours  which  precede  it  are 
spent  in  anticipation;  the  hours  which  follow,  in  rs* 
flection  on  what  has  passed ;  and  fancy  dwelling  on 
each  brief  circumstance,  gives  to  seconds  the  dura- 
lion  of  minutes,  to  minutes  that  of  hours.  Thus 
seated  iix  his  lonely  chair,  Bridgenorth  could  catch  at 
a  distance  the  stately  step  of  Sir  Geoffrey,  or  the 
heavy  tramp  of  his  war-horse.  Black  Hastings,  whioli 
had  borne  him  in  many  an  action ;  he  could  hear  ths 
hum  of  "  The  King  shall  enjoy  his  own  again,"  or  the 
habitual  whistle  of"  Cuckolds  and  Roundheads,"  dia 
into  the  reverential  silence,  as  the  Knight  approach^ 
ed  the  mansion  of  affliction ;  and  then,  eamjB  tha 
strong  hale  voice  of  the  huntaman-soldier  with  ila 
usual  greeting. 

By  degrees  the  communication  beeame  something 
more  protracted,  as  Major  Bridgeno/th's  grief,  like 
all  human  feelings,  lost  its  overwhelming  violence^ 
and  permitted  him  to  attend,  in  some  degree,  to 
what  passed  around  him,  to  discharge  various  duties 
which  pressed  upon  him.  and  to  give  a  share  of  at- 
tention to  the  situation  of  the,  country,  distracted  as 
it  was  by  the  contending  factions  whose  strife  only, 
terminated  in  the  Restoration.  Still,  however,  though 
slowly  recovering  from  the  eflects  of  the  shock  vhich 
he  had  sustsinaoL  Major  Bridgenorth  fiilt  himself  aa 
yet  unable  to  make  up  his  mind  to  the  eflbrt  neoes* 
sary  to  see  his  infant ;  and  though  separated  by  so 
short  a  distance  from  the  l)eing  in  whose  exfstenca 
k«  waa  more  interested  than  in  any  *hjivc  the  world 
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^.:vi«  auMt  .\»lce  waftlodff- 

*  A  4»«f  c«i«mi  wrier  tb« 

.^    ^      ^  ..^Mfc    to  w«tb,  Uiough  a 

^     ...  ^,  ...i^MMMK  i^t  this  remain- 

.  ,  .,.  ^*^*r*««i!!wJal)beaideathal 
^  teM.  w  «««tfe«i  in  miserable  aua- 
^  ^  ^ikwuotf  «hatti^  hwr  tbat^Bymp- 


^  •  *       ^  ^.S«MacaMOMdtobetiiatofaoom- 

..         ^       :Cl^^A|*U,l66CSwbenitiuddenl^ 
K  ««  «M  iillkw«l  tone.    "  The  King  shall 

*^'    V.    *a  i^sk"  1^  from  ceasiiig,  as  the  hasiy 
.   i»»^  mttiANS  oane  up  the  avenue,  bote 

C  7,   \    ;riiiSf^is  hoofs  on.  the  paved  cuyrt- 

w..  %2*  i^MiMV  eprang  from  his  great  war-sad* 

:,rJ^  ^  iST^SirtSi  with  piBtoUof  two  feet 

V  ,.tvvISi •fwi  with sceel-can.  teuk  and breast< 
.^  ,  LAjbrtin  ID  his  hand,  he  rushed  into  the  apart- 
1^.. ^t^MMiahed  Major,  with  his  eyes  sparkling, 
SimZSki^Sd^S^i  he  cafledouL^p  I  up, 
Sliktnff )  No  time  now  to  mope  in  the  chimney- 
MMMl  Where  is  your  bufteoat  and  broadsword, 
1117  T^e  the  true  S'de  once  in  yonr  life,  and  mend 
mm  mistakea.  The  King  is  all  lenity,  raan-a 
SmmI  ntiure  and  mercy.  I  wUI  nt  your  full  pardon." 
^Whstroeans aU this r  said Bridaenorth- " Is  a  I 
^mU  with  yow-^  weU  at  Martindale  Castle,  Sir 

*Wefl  as  you  could  wish  them,  Alice  and  Julian 
and  all  But  I  have  news  worth,  twenty  of  .that— 
Monk  has  declared  at  London  ai^mst  thoser  stinkmg 
aooundrels  the  Rump.  Fairfax  is  up  m  Yorkrtnre— 
Ibr  the  King— for  the  King,  nnm !  Ohixrchmen, 
PMihyiBrians,  and  all,  are  in  buff  and  bandelter  for 
King  Charles.  I  have  a  letter  from  Fauf ax  to  secure 
Derby  and  Cbesteraeld.  with  all  the  men  I  can  make. 
{>«Hi  him,  fine  that  I  should  take  ordere  from  him  1 
Bat  never  mind  that-^all  are  friends  now,  and  you 
and  I,  good  neighbour  will  charge  abreast,  as  good 
peighbonre  should.  See  there!  read— read— read*- 
and  then  boot  and  saddle  in  an  instant. 
Hey  for  eavalien— bo  fer  caTalfen* 

Otivar  thakM  io  bi*  Inmti'  " 

After  thundering  forrii  this  elegant  effusion  of  loyal 
enthusiasm,  the  sturdy  Cavaliers  heart  became  too 
fiill.  He  threw  himself  on  a  salt,  and  exclaiming, 
^*  Did  ever  I  think  to  live  tosee  this  happy  day !"  he 
wept  to  his  own  surprise,  as  much  as  to  that  of 
Bndgenortli. 

Upon  considering  (he  crisis  in  which  the  countty 
was  placed,  it  appeared  to  Major  Bridgenorth,  as  it 
had  none  to  Fairfax,  and  other  leaders  of  the  Presby- 
terian party,  that  their  frank  embracing  of  the  royal 
intereet  was  the  wisest  and  most  patriotic  meaaufe 
which  they  could  adept  in  the  eireumstances,  when 
all  ranks  and  classes  of  men  were  seeking  nfuge 
ftom  the  uncertainty  and  varied  oppression  attending 
the  repeated  contests  between  the  factions  of  West- 
minster Hall  and  of  Walli ngford  House.  Aeeordi  n^ly, 
he  joined  with  Sir  Oeqfiiey,  with  less  enthusiasm  in- 
deed, but  with  equal  sinoeritv,  taking  such  measures 
as  seemed  proper  to  secure  their  part  of  the  country 
M  theKing'sDehalf,  which  was  done  as  effectualiy 
and  peaceably  as  in  other  parts  of  England.  The 
aeigliboura  were  both  at  Cliesterfield,  when  news 
•mved  that  the  King  had  landed  in  England  ;  and 
Sir  Geoffrey  instantly  announced  his  purpose  of  wait- 
ing upon  nis  Msiesty,  even  before  his  return  to  the 
nastle  of  Martindale. 

**Who  knows,  neighbour,"  he  said,  "whether  Sir 
•leoffrey  Peveril  will  ever  return  to  Martindale?  Titles 
must  be  going  amongst  them  yonder,  and  I  have  de- 
served something  among  the  rest.— Lord  Peveril 
would  sound  well— or  stay,  Earl  of  Martindale— no, 
ttot  of  Martindale— Earl  of  the  Peak.— Mean  whiles 
irast  your  dafairs  to  me— I  will  see  you  aecured— I 


would  you  had  bem  no  Praabyttnuii 
knighthood,— I  mean  a  kaightrbacheior,  not  a  knight 
baronet,— would  have  served  ycnr  tmn  wdL** 

'■  I  leave  those  Uungs  to  my  heners,  Sir  Oeofiif,* 
said  the  Major,  **and  desire  nothing  an  ( 


them  all,  neighbour.  Lady  Peveril  and  all— yoaanr 
kiss  a  Countess  when  I  come  back;  aM  wiligoval 
with  you  now  you  are  turned  honest  man.'* 

''I  always  meant  to  be  ao.  Sir  Geofivy,"  md 
BndgenortA,  calmly.  .  ^ 

"weU,  well,  well— no  ofieoce  meant,"  said  te 
Knight,  '*aU  is  well  now— so  you  to  MoolniMi 
HajtanditoWliitshall.  Said  I  weU,  aha!  So ka 
mite  host,  a  stoop  of  Canary  to  the  King's  bsshk 
ere  we  get  to  horse— I  foiBot,  neigfaboor— yoa  dnk 
no  healths."  .     ,    ^ 

"I  wish  the  King's  health  asainoerdymsifltai 
a  gallon  to  it,"  r^ied  the  Migort  "and  I  wiahYS^ 
Sir  Geoffiny,  all  suooaaa  on  your  journey,  nndaiA 
return." 


CHAPTER  II. 

Why  tlten,  w«  will  have  beliowmff  of  beerai. 

BraaeUM<)r  bmb.  braodidiiniff  of  miaoto ; 

Blood  shStl  flow  fieely.  but  U  f h»U  be  gore  ' 

or  herda  and  floclu.  and  rctapou  and  ooaltrr , 

Joia'd  to  the  brave  heart'«^Mood  of  John-s-Sadereonl 

Whatcvxb  rewards  Charles  might  have  eoi^ 
scended  to  oestow  in  acknowledgment  of  the  ■■» 
ings  and  loyaltv  of  Peveril  of  the  Peak,  be  hadai|i 
in  his  disposal  equal  to  the  pleasure  wkick  fm^ 
dence  had  reserved  for  Bridgenorth  on  bis  icttnli 
Derbyshire.    The  exertion  to  which  he  had  tea  M» 
moned,  had  had  the  usual  effect  of  reatonqg  to  a  o»  j 
tain  extent  the  activity  and  energy  of  hit  chiraidr 
and  he  felt  it  wouM  be  unbecoming  tb  rdanac  m 
the  state  of  lethargic  melancholy  from  which  itf 
reused  him.    Time  also  had  its  usual  effect  inlf 
gating  the  subjects  of  his  regret;  and  when  hel 
passed  one  day  at  the  Hall,  in  regretting  that  he<r 
not  expect  the  indirect  news  of  his  dai^tef's  fa 
which  Sir  Geoffrey  used  to  communicate  in  hisr 
daily  call,  he  reflected  that  it  would  be  in  eroyi 
pect  becoming  that  he  should  pay  a  personal  tail 
Martindale  Castle,  carry  thither  the  rememfan^ 
of  the  knight  to  his  lady,  assure  her  of  bis  h 
and*satisfy  himself  respecting  that  of  hia  dan^ 
He  armed  himself  for  the  worst— he  called  to  i^ 
lection  the  thin  cheeks,  faded  eye,  wasted  haud«J 
lid  lip,  which  had  marked  the  decaying  health  < 
his  former  infants. 

"  I  shall  see,"  he  said,  "  these  signs  of  l^ 
once  more— I  shall  once  more  see  a  beloved  bein 
whom  I  have  given  birth,  gliding;  to  the  grave  wj 
ought  to  dolose  me  long  before  her.  No  mane 
is  unmanly  so  long  to  shrink  from  that  which  i 
be— God's  will  be  done!" 

He  went  accordingly,  on  the  subsequent  i 
to  Martindale  Castle,  and  gave  the  Tady  the  i    . 
assurances  of  her  busbanoMi  safety,  and  of  hia  1 
of  preferment 

"  For  the  first,  may  Almighty  Qod  be  pn 
said  the  Lady  Peveril ;  *'  and  do  the  other  as  omd 
cious  and  restored  sovereign  may  will  it.   Vm 
great  enough  for  our  means,  and  nave  meansi 
cien.t  for  contentment,  though  not  for  »ple^ 
And  now  I  sec,  good  Master  Bridgenorth.  the  I 
putting  faith  in  idle  presentiments  of  evil.    So 4 
had  Sir  Geoffrey's  repeated  attempts  in  favonrc 
Stewarts  led  him  into  new  misfortunes,  that  y  __^^ 
the  other  morning,  I  saw  him  once  more  diwenj 
his  fatal  armour,  and  heard  the  sound  of  hi«  tnr— * 
whicfi  had  been  so  long  silent,  it  seemed  to 
if  I  saw  his  shroud,  and  heard  his  death-knelLj 
sav  this  to  you,  good  neighbour,  the  rathtfr  becnr 
I  fear  your  own  mind  has  been  harassed  with  ant 
pations  of  impending  calamity^  which  it  rofly  pir 
God  to  avert  in  your  case  as  it  has  done  in  r^ 
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4  tm  oMMt  a  iiglK  whittli  kdartgoodanunnce 

fm  door  of  the  apDurtmsiit  opened  as  ahe  mlkti 
two  loTely  eluldKa  enteral  The  aldeat,  Julian 
■enJ,  a  fioe  boy  batwizt  four  and  five  years  old, 
Lin  hia  hand,  with  aft  air  of  dignified  aupport  and 
iniion,  a  kttle  girl  of  eiglitean  monclia,  wno  rolled 
I  toltered  alon^  keeping  henelf  with  diffieultr 
|gbt  by  the  aasiaUDca'oThef  elder,  stronger,  and 
fcfnl'ng  companion. 

Ipdgenorth  cast  a  hasty  and  fearful  glance  upon 

kfountenance  of  hia  danghi^r,  and,  even  in  that 

"^ae,  perceived,  wuh  exquisita  delight,. that  his 

1  were  uolounded.    He  oatight.  her  in  his  armai 

led  her  to  bis  heart,  and  tbe  ekild,  thoogh  it  first 

ned  at  the  vi^ienienca  of  hie  carease^  pcesently, 

[  pronipt|Kl  by  oatursb  aonled  in  reply  to  tliem. 

a, be  held  ber  at  some diatanoe  irom  hina,  and 

.jrned  bar  mora  atlemively;  na  aatisfied  himself 

llhe  complexion  of  the  young  cherub  he  had  m 

Vma  was  not  the  heeUe  tinge  «f  diaeaaa  bnt  the 

|bae  of  ruddy.hea)th  I  and  thai^  though  her  littia 

Mwaa  au^t,  it  was  firm  Mid  springy. 


Uid  notuunk  that  it  oouM  have  bean  thna,''  be 
L  looking  to  Lady  Peveril,  wha  had  eat  obaarrtng 
norae  with  great  pleaauret  " but  praiae  ba  la  Qod 
a  first  instance,  and  next,  thaakatayou,  madam, 
nave  been  bis  inatrument/'^ 
linn  nuMt  loae  hisplawfellow naw,  1  auppoae?" 
je  huly ;"  but  the  Hall  ia  not  distant,  and  I  will 
I  little  chaise  often.  Dame  Martha,  the  bouse- 
r  It  Moultrassie,  has  sense,  and  is  careful.  I 
r  liiarulea  1  have  observed  with  little  Alice, 

Morbid  my  giii  ahould  ever  cootie  to  Moul- 
^  said  Major  Bridgenorth,  haetiiy j  "  it  baa 
la  iprave  of  her  raosk  The  air  oi  tbe  low 
y  suited  tbem  not-^r  there  is  perhapa  a  late 
'  with  the  mansion.  I  will  seek  for  ber 
_„r  place  of  abode." 

at  yo«i  ahall  not,  under  your  favour  be  it 
,  Major  Bodgonorth,"  answered  the  lady. 
I  do  a(K  we  must  suppose  that  yon  are  under- 
'i  mv  gnanties  as  a  nurse.  If  she  goea  not  to 
„-  oer^B  bous^  aha  ahall  not  quit  mine.  I  will 
I » the  little  lady  as  a  pledge  of  her  atfety  and  my 
.  jNciU;  and  anoe  you  are  afraid  of  tbe  damp  of 
^  pw  pounds  I  hope  you  will  come  hem  fiaqueatly 

^  m  was  a  pnipoaal  which  went  to  the  heart  of 
,  rBndgenorth.  It  was  precisely  tbe  point  which 
,  mid  have  given  worlds  to  amve  at,  but  which 
IT  no  chMioe  of  attaining. 
•  too  well  known,  that  thoee  whose  familiea  are 
— wed  by  auch  a  fatal  disease  aa  existed  in  bis, 
tt  may  be  aaid,  aupemtitious  respecting  its 
^..cta,  and  ascribe  to  places  circumatance,  and 
loal  care,  ranch  more  perhapa  than  these  can 
rcase  contribute  to  avert  the  iatality  of  consti^ 
al  distemper.  Lady  Peveril  was  aware  that 
Ris  peculiany  the  impression  of  ber  neighbour; 
depression  of  his  spirita,  the  eioees  of  his 
feveriahness  of  his  apprebenakma  tbe  re- 
and  gloom  of  the  aolitude  in  which  ne  dwelt, 
illy  calculated  to  produce  the  evil  which 
all  he  dreaded.  She  pitied  him^  she  felt  for 
i  was  grateful  for  former  protection  received 
loda— «tie  had  become  interested  in  tbe  child 
^What  female  fails  to  feel  such  interest  in  the 
I  cteatnre  she  baa  tended  1  And  to  aum  the 
the  dame  had  a  share  of  human  vanity ; 
i  a  aprt  of  Lady  Bountiful  in  ber  way,  Cmr 
cter  was  not  then  confined  to  the  old  and 
.)  ahe  waa  proud  of  the  skill  by  which  she 
1  tba  probable  attacks  of  faereditary  malady. 
' )  in  tbe  family  of  Bridgenorth.  It  needed 
,j,  in  other  eases,  that  ao  many  reasons 
aaaijgned  for  an  act  of  neighbourly  bu- 
I;  but  crvil  war  had  so  lately  torn  the  country 
^i,and  broken  all  tbe  usual  ties  of  vicinage 
'  [hbourhood,  that  it  was  unusual  to  see 
1  among  persona  of  difierent  political 

r  BridffBnorth  himadf  felt  this;  and  while 


the  tear  of  joy  m  hia  aye  afao#ed  how  gladly  ht 
woukl  accept  Ladr  Peverfl's  proposal,  ha  could  naa 
help  atating  the  obvious  inconveniences  attendant 
upon  ber  acbeme,  though  it  was  in  the  tone  of  one 
who  waaldglvily  hear  them  avmruled.  "Madam," 
hesaid.  "  your  kmdnesa  arakea  ma  the  bappieat  and 
moat  thankiul  of  men :  but  can  it  be  conaisteot  with 
your  own  eoBvenienosI  SirGeoffipeybaahiao 


on  many  pomta,  which  teava  difiered,  and  probaMf 
do  atill  difiif,.fiom  mine.  He  ia  hiah*bom,  and  I 
ofnuddhngoanntageonly.  He  uaea  the  Church  Sat- 
viqa  and  ithe  Cataebiam  of  the  Aaaomhjy  of  IMvinea 

at  Westminster'* 

**I  hope  inptt  vHll  find  prascribed  in  neither  a 
tba  Lady  Pevenl,  "  that  I  may  not  be  a 


to  yaur  motherleaa  chiM.   I  tnwt, 

the  joyful^.iUotocation  of  bis  M^ty,  a 


„-^t  by  tne  direct  hand  of  Praridaaee,  mar 

be  tlie  meana  of  cloaing  and  healing  all  civil  and  re- 
ligioua  diaaenaiona  among  ua  and  that,  inatead  of 
showing  the  superiorpuhty  of  our  faith,  by  peraecu- 
ting  thoae  who  think  atheHMriae  from  ouraelvea  on 
doctrinal  points^  wa  ahaU  endeammf  ta  show  ita  real 
Cbrisiian  tendency,  by  eraaktann  each  other  in  ac- 
tiona  of  good-will  towards  man,  as  the  best  way  of 
ahowiag  oar  late  to  Ood." 

"  7ottr,Lady8h«p  fvaaka  what  your  own  kind  haaia 
dictatea."  anawsred  Bndfeaorth,  who  had  hia  awn 
share  of  the  nanaw-mindednesa  of  the  timat  "  md 
sure  am  L  that  if  all  who  call  ihaaMKlvoa  loyaliata 
and  oavaiiers.  thought  liha  ye»*-and  Uka  my  friend 
Sir  Geofirey,^'-(this  he  added  after  a  moment'a 
pauae^  being  perhapa  rather  complimentary  than  ain- 
cereV-"  we,  who  thoui^t  it  aor  duty  m  ttma  paai  ta 
take  arms  for  freedom  of  censetencc^  and  against  ar^ 
bitrary  power,  might  now  ait  down  in  peace  and  can- 
tentment.  But  I  wot  not  bow  it  may  fall.  You  have 
sharp  and  hot  spirits  amongst  vou  s  I  will  not  say 
our  power  waa  alwaya  moderately  used,  and  ravcnga 
18  sweet  to  the  reoe  of  fallsn  Adam." 

"Come.  Master  Bridaenorth/'  said  the  Z^adyPe* 
veril,  gayly,  "theae  evil  omeninga  do  bat  point  ant 
conclusions^  which,  unless  they  were  so  anticipated, 
are  moat  unlikely  to  come  to  paaa.  Yon  know  what 
Shalupeare  aaya  .*-! 


'  To  fly  the  botf  bilae  lb»  bov  pma 
V«n  to  ttMeue  tba  bow  to  feUow  ui, 
And  make  puxrak  wbm  be  did  swan  i 


nodnie. 


Bnt  I  crava  your  paidon^it  ia  ao  long  aince  wa  hava 
met^that  I  mrgot  you  love  .n6  playbooka" 

"With  reverence  to  your  ladyshtpj'  said  Brulm- 
north,  "I  were  n^ch  to  blame  did  I  need  tbe  idle, 
words  of  1  Warwickekire  atroller^  to  teach  me  my 
'  '  *  11.-  ontbiaoccaaiojijwbiBn 

you  m  all  thinga  which 

"  Since  you  allow  me  auch  infiuence,  then,"  repliea 
the, Lady  Peveril,  ''I  ahaU  be  moderate  ia  exercising 
ity  in  order  that  I  may,  ia  ray  domination  at  leaat, 

Sve  imu  a  fevourable  iropreesion  of  the  new  order  of 
ingp  So,  if  you  will,  oe  a  aubjeet  of  mine  ibr  ona 
day,  neighbour,  1  am  going,  at  my  lord,  and  huaband'a 
command,  to  issue  out  my  warranta  to  invite  the  wbola 
neighbourhood  to  a  solemn  feaat  at  tbe  Caalle,  on 
Thursday  next }  and  I  not  only  pray  you  to  be  per- 
sonally preaent  ^urseU  but  to  prevail  on  your  wor- 
thy pastor,  and  such  neighboure  and  frienda,  high  and 
low,  as  may  think  in  your  own  way,  to  meet  with  tbe 
rest  of  the  neighbourhood,  to  rejoice  on  this  joyful  oc^ 
casion  of  tbe  itioflf  s  Restoration,  and  thereby  to  show 
that  we  are  to  be  henceforward  a  united  jaeople.** 

The  parliamentarian  Major  WU  considerably  em 
bamssed  by  this  proposaL  -  He  looked  npwarda  and . 
down  warda  and  around,  caat  his  eye  firet  to  the  oak- 
carved  ceiling,  and  anon  fixed  it  upon  the  floor ;  t^eu 
threw  it  around  the  room  till  it  lighted  on  hia  child, 
the  eight  of  wh6m  auggeeted  another  and  a  better 
train  of  reflections  than  ceiling  and  floor  had  been 
able  to  supply. 

**  Madam,**  he  said,  **I  have  long  been  a  stranger 
to  festivity,  perhaps  from  constitutional  melancholy, 
perhaps  from  the  depression  which  is  natural  to  a  de- 
solate and  deprived  man,  in  whose  ear  mirth  is  mar- 
redt  Uke  a  pleaeant  air  when  peifonned  on  a  m^c* 


9IS7ERIL  OF  THS  PBAK 


IGmp.HI. 


:  toned  instrDineiit  But  though  neither  mf  thoughts 
n«r  tempenment  are  Jovial  or  Hercorial,  it  beoomea 
me  to  be  grateful  to  Heaveii  for  the  good  he  has  atot 
me  bv  the  means  of  your  ladyship.  DaTtd,  the  man 
after  God's  own  heart,  did  wash  and  eat  bread  when 
has  b^oved  child  was  removed— mine  is  restored  to 
me,  and  shall  I  not  show  gratitude  under  a  blessitog. 
when  he  showed  resignation  under  an  affliction  1 
Madam,  I  will  wait  on /out  gracious  invitation  with 
acoepUDce ;  and  such  ofiny  friends  with  whom  I  maj 
poeaoas  ipfluence,  and  whosepresence your  ladyship 
laay  desire,  ahall  aeoompanyme  to  the  festivity,  that 
our  Israel  may  be  as  one  people.". 

Having  spoken  these  words  wtth  an  aspect  which 
belongedTmore  to  a  martyr  than  to  a  guest  bidden  to 
a  festival,  and  having  kiaaed,  and  solemnly  blessed 
his  little  girL  Major  Bridgenorth  took  his  departure 
lorMottltiassieHail. 


CHAPTfiB  in. 


H«f»^  mMmt  want  of  appatlte  nor  mealte  t 

PnjHMvmwoboiwtiQUtof  nMotorMtftlii 

OfalF&V. 

EvBK  upon  ordinary  occasions,  and  where  means 
were  ample,  a  great  entertainment  in  thotfedays  i|as 
not  soeh  a  sinecure  as  in  modem  times,  when  the 
lady  who  presides  has  but  to  intimate  to  her  mentals 
the  day  and  hour  when  ahe  wills  it  to  take  place.  At 
that  simple  period,  the  lady  was  expected  to  enttf 
deeply  into  the  arrangement  and  provision  of  the 
whole  aflair;  and  from  a  little  gallery,  which  com- 
municated with  her  own  private  apartment,  and 
looked  down  upon  the  kitchen,  her  shrill  voice  was 
to  be  heard,  from  time  to  time,  like  that  of  the  warn- 
ing: spirit  ill  a  tempest,  rising  above  the  clash  of  pots 
ana  stew-pans— the  creaking  of  spits— the  clattering 
of  marrow-bones  atid  cleavers— the  scolding  of  cooks 
—and  all  the  other  various  kinds  of  din  which  form 
ao  accompaniment  to  dressing  a  large  dinner. 

But  all  thia  toil  and  anx)et:f  vras  more  than  doubled 
in  the  case  of  the  approaching  feast  at  Martitidalt) 
Castle,  where  the  presiding  Genius  Of  the  festivity 


VmiUUtih  VI   Ul%BUaiIUCP*  III  euwil  CSSeS,    id  uiu*viDa«,    auu 

I  scarce  know  one  householder  of  my  acquaintance 
wtio  has  not,  on  some  ill-omened  and  most  incon- 
venient season,  announced  suddenly  to  his  innocent 
helpmate,  that  he  had  invited 

"  Some  odkni  MuorRoek, 

To  drop  in  ftt  nx  o^dook.** 
to  the  great  discomposure  of  the  lady,  and  the  dis- 
credit, perhaps,'  of  her  domestic  amlngemfnts. 

Peveril  df  the  Peak  was  still  more  thoughtless; 
for  he  had  directed  his  lady  to  invite  the  whole  honest 
men  of  the  neighbourhood  to  make  good  cheer  at 
Martindale  Castle,  in  honour  of  the  hlessed  Restora- 
tion of  his  most  sacred  Mfyesty,  without  pmiwely 
explaining  where  the  provisions  were,  to  com<^r>m. 
The  deer-park  had  lam  waste  ever  since  the  siege; 
the  dovecot  could  do  little  to  furnish  forth  such  an 
entertainment;  the  fish-ponds,  it  is  true,  were  well 
provided^  (which  the  neignbourinePrMbyterians  noted 
as  a  suspicious  circumstance,)  and  gaflb  was  to  be  had 
for  the  shooting,  upon  the  extensive  heaths  and  hills 
of  Derbyshire.    But  these  were  only  the  secondary 

Eirtsofa  banquet;  and  the  house-steward  and  bailiff, 
ady  Peveril's  only  coadjutors  and  counsellors,  could 
not  agree  how  the  butcher-meat— the  most  substan- 
tial part,  or,  as  it  were,  the  main  body  of  the  enter- 
tainment—was to  be  supplied.  The  house-steward 
threatened  the  sacrifice  of  a  fine  voke  of  youn^  bul- 
locks, which  the  bailiff,  who  pleaded  the  necessity  of 
then*  agricultural  services,  tenaciously  resisted ;  and 
Lady  Peverira^ood  and  dutiful  nature  did  not  prevent 
her  from  making  some  impatient  reflections  on  the 
want  of  consideration  of  her  absent  Knight,  who  had 
thrs  though  tfessly  placed  her  in  so  embarrassing  a 
situation. 

1'hese  reflections  were  scarcely  just,  if  n  man  is 
unty  responsible  for  such  resolutions  as  ne  adopts 
when  he  is  fully  master  of  himself.    Sir  Geoffirey's 


loyalty,  like  that  of  many  penons  fn  hit  i , 

had,  by  dint  of  hopes  and  feara|  victoriee  emidffettn 


thuaiaetic  passion ;  and  the  siasolar  and  nnpn 
change  of  fortune,  by  which  his  highest  wieha !  „. 
not  only  gratified,  but  far  exceeded,  occarionei  ftr 
some  time  a  kind  of  intoxication  of  loyal  npUM 
which  seemed  to  pervade  the  whole  kiDgdon.  fh 
Geofirey  had  eeen  Charles  and  his  bmthers,  and  W 
been  received  by  the  meny  monarch  with  that  gn» 
fui,  and  at  the  same  lime  frank  urbanitv,  by  wM 
he  conciliated  all  who  approached  him;  theaniihlli 
service*  and  merits  had  been  fully  acknowledW 
and  reoonq)ense  had  been  hinted  at,  if  not  exprai|^ 

E remised.    Was  it  for  Peveril  of  the  Peak,  in  the  i^ 
ilee  of  his  spirits,  to  consider  how  hie  wife  vaiti 
find  beef  and  mutton  to  feaat  his  neighbonrsi  ■ 

Luckily,  however,  for  the  embarrassed  lady.  tiM 
existed  some  one  who  had  composure  of  miaasdtl* 
cieot  to  foresee  this  difficulty.  Just  aa  sbe  had  ndi 
up  her  mind,  very  reluctantly,  to  become  debtor » 
Major  Bridgenorth  for  the  sum  neceassrv  to  cairyto 
husband's  commands  into  efiect,  and  wbilet  shes* 
bitteriy  regretting  thia  d«>arture  from  the  stiictaA 
of  her  usual  economy,  the  steward,  who;  by  die  k 
had  not  been  absolutelv  sober  since  tbe  aeviM 
the  King's  landing  at  Dover,  burst  into  the  M( 
menL  snapping  his  fingers,  and  showing  more  nip 
of  deliffht  than  was  quite  consistent  with  tbedi^ 


of  my  lady's  large  parlour. 

"  What  means  this,  W __  _ 

somewhat  peevishly ;  for  she  was  intecrapted  ia 


thi^  WhitakerT'  said  tlie .14 
emBtediap 


commencement  of  a  letter  to  her  nei^boor  oa  m 
unpleassnt  business  of  the  proposed  Xotar'fi^ 
to  be  always  thus  with  you  1— Are  you  dreaanff 

"  A  vision  of  good  omen,  I  trust,"  said  the«i««, 
with  a  triumphant  flourish  of  the  hand;  "hrbcflM 
than  Pharaoh's,  though,  like  his.  it  beof  fetkioe^ 

**  I  prithee  be  plain,  man,"  said  the  ladyi^wiew 
some  one  who  can  speak  to  purpose." 

**  Why,  odds-my-Iifc,  madam,"  said  die  i 
"  mine  errand  can  speak  for  itself.  Do  yon  not 
them  low  7  Do  you  not  hear  them  bleat  t  A 
of  fat  oxen,  and  half  a  score  prime  wetfaeis. 
castle  is  victualled  for  this  bout,  .let  them,  t 
when  they  will ;  and  Gatherill  may  have  hia 
Mains  ploughed  to  the  boot"  jm 

The  lady,  without  farther  questioning  ber  dA 
domestic,  rose  and  went  to  the  window.  whereV 
certainly  beheld  the  oxen  and  sheep  which  hadR 
rise  to  WLl*.3ker'8  exuhstion.  "  Whence  come  thefT 
said  she  in  some  surprise.  ^^ 

"Let  them  construe  that  who  can,"  aot^ 
Whitaker;  **'the  fellow  who  drove  them  waa  a  wjj 
countryman,  and  only  said  they  came  from  am 
to  help  to  furnish  out  yortr  ladyship's  entertainmag 
the  man  would  not  stay  to  drink— I  am  aony  m 
would  not  stay  to  drink— I  crave  your  ladyships!* 
don  for  not  keeping  him  by  the  ears  to  dnnk-ti^ 
not  my  fault."  . 

"  That  I'll  be  sworn  it  was  not,"  said  thelafr  , 

"  Nay,  madam,  by  Oh^y  I  assure  you  it    " 
said  the  zealous  steward :  "for  rather  than  .. 
should  lose  credit,  I  drank  his  health  myeelfi 
ale,  though  I  had  had  my  morning  draught 
I  tell  you  the  naked  truth,  my  lady,  by  G-dr  . 

"  It  was  no  jgcreat  compulsion,  Isuppoee,'  sal 
lady ;  **  but  Whitaker,  suppose  you  should  snow] 
ioy  on  such  occasions,  by  drinking  and  eweart  _ 
little  less,  rather  than  a  little  mOre^  would  it  ofll 
as  well,  think  you?" 


my  place. 


"I  crave  your  ladyship's  pardon,"  saidWJiital^ 
with  much  reverence  ;  "  I  hope  I  know  m^  ««■*  ». 


SpiiDH 
was  shot  dead  on  the  north-west  turret,  with  ab^ 
jack  in  his  hand,— I  say,  how  te  an  old  CatalMr  v« 


(hur.n.l 
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at  to  be  known  from  Uioae  cnckoldy  Roundheadt 
tliat  do  nothing  but  fast  and  prey,  if  we  are  not  to 
think  and  swear  according  ft>  our  degree  7" 

The  lady  was  silent,  for  she  weii  knew  speech 
iniled  nothing;  and  after  a  moment's  pause,  pro- 
'eeeded  to  intimate  to  the  steward  that  she  would 
have  the  persons,  whose  names  were  marjced  in  a 
written  paper,  which  she  delivered  to  him,  invited  to 
the  aiijproaching  banquet. 

Whitaker,  instead  of  receiving  the  list  with  the 
niiilB  acquiescence  of  a  modern  Btajor  Domo,  carried 
it  into  the  recess  of  one  of  the  windows^  tind  adjust- 
ing his  spectacles,  began  to  read  it  to  himself.  The 
A»t  names  betnjg  those  of  distinguished  Cavalier  fa- 
milies in  the  neighbourhood,  he  muttered  over  in  a 
vme  of  approbation— paused  and  pshawed  at  that  of 
Bridgenorth— yet  acquiesced,  with  the  observation, 
"But  he  is  a  good  neighbour,  so  it  may  pass  for 
once"  But  when  he  read  the  name  and  surname  of 
ifehemiah  Solsgraoe,  the  Presbyterian  parson,  Whit- 
Aa*B  patience  altogether  forsook  him :  and  be  de- 
clared be  would  as  soon  throw  himself  into  EUdon- 
Me.*  as  consent  that  ^  intrusive  old  puritan 
mwiec,  who  had  usurped  tne  pulpit  of  a  sound  ortho- 
d6i  diving  should  ever  darken  tne  gates  of  Martin- 
dife  Caatle  by  any  message  or  mediation  of  his. 
*The  false  crop-eared  hypocrites,"  cried  he^  with  a 
karty  oath, "  have  had  their  turn  of  the  good  weather. 
TWs  Bun  is  on  our  side  of  the  hedge  now,  and  we  will 
My  o(r  old  scores,  as  sure  as  my  name  is  Richard 
ikitakerr* 

"Tou  presume  on  your  long  services,  Whitaker. 
tiAon  your  master's  absence,  or  you  had  not  dared 
ivaittme  thus,'*  said  the  lady. 

Ths  unwonted  agitiKtion  of  her  voice  attracted  the 
•ileotion  of  the  refractory  steward,  notwithstanding 
Ml  present  state  of  elevation  $  but  tie  no  sooner  m^ 
(bat  her  0ye  glistened,  and  her  cheek  reddened,  than 
lu§  obstinacy  was  at  once  subdued. 

•*  A  murrain  on  me,"  he  said,  **  but  I  have  made  my 
kiy  angry  in  good  earnest !  and  that  is  an  unwonted 
i^nt  for  to  see.— I  crave  your  pardon,  my  lady  I  It 
laa  not  poor  Dick  Whitaker  disputed  your  honourable 
lanmands,  but  only  that  second  draught  of  double  ate. 
re  have  put  a  double  stroke  of  malt  to  it,  as  your  la- 
^ship  well  knows,  ever  since  the  happy  Restoration, 
b  be  sure  I  hate  a  fanatic  as  I  do  the  cloven  foot  of 
btan  I  but  then  your,  honourable  ladyship  hatb  a 
bht  CO  invite  Satan  himself,  cloven  foot  and  all,  to 
lartiiuiala  Castle;  and  to  send  me  to  bell's-gatewith 
Fbillet  of  invitation—and  so  your  will  shall  be  done." 
VhB  invitations  were  sent  round  accordingly  in  all 
toe  form :  and  one  of  the  bullocks  was  sent  down  to 
e  roaatea  whole  at  the  market  place  of  a  litilevillage 
ailed  Marti odale-Moultrasaia.  which  stood  consider- 
Mjr  to  the  eastward  both  or  the  Castle  and  Hall. 
lom  v^hichittook  its  double  name,  at  about  an  equal 
iatance  from  both;  so  that,  suppose  a  line  drawn 
loan  the  one  manor-house  to  the  other,  to  be  the  base 
fa  triangle,  the  village  would  have  occupied  the  sa- 
mnl  angle.  As  the  said  Tillage,  since  tha  late  trana- 
brenoe  of  a  part  of  Pcveril's  property, ^longed  to 
Kr  OeofiTrsy  and  to  Bridgenortn,  in  nearly  equal  por- 
ione,  the  lady  judged  it  not  proper  to  dispute  the  right 
i  the  la  cter,  to  add  some  hogsheads  of  beer  to  the  po* 
vlar  festivity. 

In  the  ineanwhilei  she  could  not  but  suspect  the 
6jor  of  beiDK  the  unkn<f  wn  friend  who  had  relieved 
lar  from,  the  dilemma  arising  from  the  want  of  pro- 
ifltoDB  I  and  she  esteemed  horaelf  hsppy  when  a  visit 
nun  him,  on  the  day  preceding  the  proposed  enter- 
tinmen t,  gave  her,  as  aba  thought,  an  opportunity  of 
■prownng  Mr  gratttuda. 


f  CHAPTER  IV. 

No,  tfli^  irill  not  plodf&— Tm  one  of  thoie 

Who  think  food  wdw  need*  ndther  bimh  nor  prafiic* 

To  nake  it  w«leoiiM.    If  you  doutit  mv  wonl, 

FflJ  Uw  onaitreup.  luid  mm  ifl  wiU  obdho  oo'L->OW  Ploy. 

TfiKsa  was  a  serious  gravity  of  expression  in  the 
iUMdaiination  with  which  Major  Bridgenorth  replied 
•  Aehaan  fn  the  ewth  aiippoied  to  be  auAtiioiiaible,  eno  offbe 


to  the  thanks  tendered  to  him  by  Lady  Petenl  for 
the  supply  of  provisions  which  had  reached  her  Cas- 
tle so  opportunely.  Ue  seemed  first  not  to  be  awara 
what  she  alluded  to;  and  when  she  explained  tha 
ciltnimstance,  he  protested  so  seriously  that  he  baa 
no  share  in  the  benefit  conferred,  that  Lady  Peveril 
was  compelled  to  believe  him ;  the  rather  that,  being 
a  man  or  a  plain  downright  character,  affecting  no* 
refined  delicacy  of  sentiment,  and  practising  almost 
a  quaker-like  sincerity  of  expression,  it  would  hnvB 
been  much  contrary  to  his  general  character  to  have 
made  such  a  disavowal,  unless  *t  were  founded  iaa 
truth.  I 

"Mv  present  visit  to  you,  madam,"  said  he,  "^ad 
indeeti  some  reference  to  the  festivity  of  to-morrow." 
Lady  Peveril  listened,  but  as  her  visiter  seemed  to 
find  some  difStulty  in  expmssing  himself,  she  waa 
compelled  to  ask  an  explanation.  **  Madam,"  aaid 
the  Major,  "you  are  not  perhaps  entirely  ignorant 
that  the  more  tender-ponscienoed  among  us  have 
scruples  at  certain  practices,  so  general  amongst  your 
people  at  times  of  rejoicing,  that  vou  mav  be  smd  to 
insist  upon  them  as  articles  of  faiio,  or  at  least  greatly 
to  resent  their  omission." 

*'  I  trust,  Master  Bridgenorth,"  said  the  Lady  Peve- 
ril. not  fully  comprehending  the  drift  of  his  discourse, 
"that  we  shall,  as  your  entertainers,  carefully  avoid 
all  allusions  or  reproaches  founded  on  past  misunr 
derstanding." 

"We  Would  expect  no  less,  madam,  from  tout  can- 
dour and  courtesy,"  said  Bridgenorth ;  "but  1  perceive 
you  do  not  fully  understand  me.  To  be  plain,  then,  I 
aUudc  to  the  fashion  of  drinking  healths,  and  pledging 
each  other  in  draughts  of  strong  liquor,  which  most 
among  us  consider  as  a  superfluous  and  sinful  pro- 
voking of  each  other  to  debauchery,  and  the  exces- 
sive use  of  strong  drink ;  and  which,  beside^,  if  de- 
rived, as  learned  divines  have  supposed,  from  the 
custom  of  the  blinded  Pagans,  who  made  libationf 
and  invoked  idols  when  they  drank,  may  be  ^istly 
said  to  have  something  in  it  heathenish,  and  allied  to 
demon- worship." 

The;  lady  hnd  alresdy  hastily  considered  all  the 
topics  which  were  likely  to  introduce  discord  into  the 
proposed  festivity  ^  but  this  very  ridiculous,  yet  fatal 
discrepancy,  betwixt  the  manners  of  the  parties  on 
convivial  occasions,  had  entirely  escaped  ner.  She 
endeavoured  to  soothe  the  objecting  party,  whose 
brows  were  knit  like  one  who  had  fixed  an  opinion 
by  which  he  was  determined  to  abide. 

"  I  grant,"  she  said,  "  my  good  neighbour,  that  this 
custom  is  at  least  idle,  and  may  be  prejudicial  if  it 
leads  to  excess  in  the  use  of  liquor,  which  is  apt 
enough  to  take  phice  without  such  conversation. 
But  I  think,  when  it  hath  not  this  consequence,  it  is  a 
thing  indiflerent  affords  a  unanimous  mode  of  ea- 

greasing  our  good  wishes  to  our  friends,  and  our  loyal 
uiy  to  onr  sovereign ;  and  without  meaning  to  put 
any  force  upon  the  inclination  of  those  who  believe 
otherwise.  I  cannot  see  how  I  can  deny  my  geests 
and  friends  the  privilege  of  drinking  a  health  to  tha 
King,  or  tomy  hiishond,  after  the  old  English  fashion." 
"  My  lady,"  said  the  Major,  "  if  the  age  of  fashion 
were  to  command  it,  Papery  is  one  of  the  oldest 
English  fashions  that  I  have  heard  of;  but  it  is  our 
happiness  that  we  are  not  benighted  like  our  fathers,  * 
and  therefore  we  must  act  according  to  the  light  that 
is  in'us,  and  not  after  their  darkness.  I  had  myself 
the  honour  to  attend  the  Lord-Keeper  Whitclock, 
when,  at  the  table  of  the  Chamberiain  of  the  king- 
dom of  Sweden,  he  did  positively  refuse  to  pledge  - 
the  health  of  his  Queen,  Christina,  thereby  giving  < 
great  offence,  and  putting  in  peril  the  whole  purpose 
of  that  voyage;  whieh  it  is  not  to  be  thought  so 
wise  a  man  wooki  have  done,  but  that  he  held  suck 
compliance  a  thing  not  merely  indifferent,  but  rather 
sinful  and  damnable." 

"  With  all  respect  to  Whitelock,"  said  the  Lady 
Peveril,  "I  continue  of  my  own  opinion,  thougfi. 
Heaven  knows,  I  am  no  friend  to  riot  or  wissail.  I 
would  fain  accommodate  myself  to  your  scruples^ 
and  will  discourage  all  other  pledges;  but  sun»ly 
those  of  the  King  and  of  Peveril  of  the  Peak  may  ba 
parauiiaai" 
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"  I  dare  not'*  answerid  Biidgenortb,  "  lajr  even 
the  ninety-ninth  part  of  a  grain  of  incense  upon  an 
a^iar  erected  to  Satan." 

"  How,  sir !"  said  the  lady ;  "  do  you  bring  Satan 
into  comparison  with  our  master  Kuig  Chanea,  and 
with  my  noble  lord  and  husband  V* 

"  Pardon  m&  madam,"  answered  Bridgenorth,  "  I 
have  no  such  thoughts— indeed  they  would  ill  become 
me.  I  do  wish  the  King's  health  and  Sir  Geoffrey's 
devoutly,  and  I  will  pray  for  both..  But  I  see  not 
what  good  it  should  do  their  health  if  I  should  pre- 
judice my  own  by  quaffing  pledgep  out  of  quart 
flagons." 

*^Since  we  cannot  agree  upon  this  mattAr,"  said 
Lady  Peveril,  "  we  muat  find  some  resource  by 
which  to  offend  those  of  neither  party.  Suppose  you 
winked  at  our  friends  drinking  these  pledges,  and  we 
should  connive  at  your  sitting  still  V^ 

But  neither  would  this  opmposition  satisfy  Bridge- 
north,  who  waa  of  opinion,  as  ho  expressed  himsdlf, 
that  it  would  be  holding  a  candle  to  Beelzebub.  In 
fact  his  temper,  naturally  stubborn,  was  at  present 
rendered  much  more  so  by  a  previous  conference  with 
his  preacher,  who,  though  a  very  good  man  in  the 
main,  was  particularly  and  illiberally  tenacious  of 
the  petty  distinctions  which  his  sect  adopted;  and, 
while  he  thought  with  considerable  apprehension  on 
the  accession  of  power  which  Popery,  Prelacy,  and 
Peveril  of  the  Peak,  were  like  to  acquire  by  the  late 
Esvolution,  became  naturally  anxious  to  put  his  Aock 
on  their  guard,  and  prevent  their  being  kulnapped  by 
the  wolf.  He  disliked  extremelv  that  Major  Bridge- 
sortb,  indisputably  the  head  of  the  Presbyterian  inte- 
Mst  in  that  neighbourhood,  should  have  ffiven  his 
only  daughter  to  be,  as  he  termed  it,  nursedoy  a  Ca- 
naanitiah  woman;  and  he  told  him  plainly  that  he 
Lked  not  this  ^oiu^  to  feast  In  the  high  places  with 
the  uncircumcised  m  heart,  and  looked  on  the  whole 
conviviality  only  as  a  makingf-merry  in  the  house  of 
Tirzah. 

Upon  receiving  this  rebuke  from  his  pastor.  Bridge- 
north  began  to  suspect  he  ipight  have  been  partly 
wrong  in  thereadineaa  which^in  his  first  ardour  of  gra- 
tiuide.  he  had  shown  to  enter  into  intimate  intercourse 
with  the  Castle  of  Martindale ;  but  he  waa  tooproudito 
avow  this  to  tlie  preacher,  and  it  was  not  till  after  a 
considerable  debate  betwixt  them,  that  it  was  mutu- 
ally agreed  their  presence  at  the  entertainment  should 
depend  upon  the  condition,  that  no  healths  or  pledges 
should  be  given  in  their  presence.  Bridgenorth,  there- 
fore, as  the  delegate  and  representative  of  his  party, 
was  bound  to  stand  firm  against  all  entreaty,  and^he 
lady  became  greatly  embarrassed.  She  now  regretted 
sincerely  that  her  well-intended  invitation  had  ev^ 
been  given,  for  she  foresaw  that  its  rejection  was  to 
awaken  all  former  subjects  of  quarrel,  and  perhaps  to 
lead  to  new  violences  amongst  peopie  who  had  not 
many  years  since  been  engaged  tn  civil  war.  To  vield 
up  the  disputed  point  to  the  Presbyteriana,  would  have 
been  to  offend  the  Cavalier  party,  and  Sir  Geofirey 
ui  particular,  in  tbe  most  mortal  degree :  for  they  made 
it  as  firm  a  point  of  honour  to  give  healths,  and  com- 
pel  others  to  pledf^a  them,  as  the  Puritans  made  it  a 
deep  article  of  religion  .to  refuse  both.  At  length  the 
lady  changed  the  discourse,  introduced  that  ofMajor 
Bridgenorlh'a  child,  caused  it  to  be  sent  for,  and  put 
into  his  arms.  The  mother's  stratagem  took  effect ; 
for.  though  the  parliamentary  major  stood  firm,  the 
lather,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Governor  of  Tilbury,  Was 
aoftened,  and  he  agreed  that  his  friends  should  accept 
a  compromise.  This  was.  that  the  Major  himself  the 
reverend  divine,  and  such  of  their  friends  as  held 
•(net  Puritsn  tenets^  should  form  a  separate  party  in 
the  Large  Parlour,  while  tbe  Hall  sliould  be  occupied 
by  the  jovial  Cavaliers ;  and  that  each  party  should 
PKulate  their  potations  after  their  own  oonscienoa,  or 
airer  their  own  fashipn. 

Major  Bridgenorth  liimaelf  seemed  greatly  relieved 
afuir  this  important  matter  had  beeifi  settled.  He 
had  held  it  matter  of  conscience  to  be  stabbom  in 
maintaining  his  own  opinion,  but  was  heartilv  glad 
when  he  escaped  from  the  apparently  inevitable  ne- 
Aissity  of  affronting  Lady  Peveril,  by  the  refussl  of 
kar  invitation.   He  ramaioad  longer  than  usual,  and 


moke  and  soiiled  more  than  was  hit  eosion.  Hs 
first  care  on  his  return,  was  to  aansimce  to  ib(b< 
ffyman  and  his  congregation  the  oomproiiuMiU 
he  had  made,  and  this  not  te  a  matter  for  dila- 
tion, but  one  upon  which  he  had  alreadv  rBa)ltd:ai 
such  was  his  authority  among  diem,  tnattbomi, 
preacher  longed  to  pronounce  a  separatioii  of  otar 
ties,  and  to  exclaim—" To  your  tents.  0  Isndrk 
did  not  see  the  chance  of  beiiig  seconded  by  so  aaa 
aa  would  make  it  worth  whiw  to  disturb  tbe  iMfr 
moua  acQuieaeenca  in  their  delagate'sproponL  - 

Nevertheless,  each  party  being  put  upon  ibedg( 
by  the  consequences  oi  Major  Bndgenorih'i  este| 
so  many  points  of  doubc  and  ddicate  disouMMW 
atarted  in  succession,  that  the  Lady  Peveiil,  tbi« 
pofaon,  perhaps,  who  was  desirous  of  %c^-^- 

efiectual  reconciliation  between  them,  i 

reward  for  her  good  intentions  the  cesmntl% 
factiona,  and  had  much  reason  to  regret  beri 
'meant  project  of  bringing  the  Capulets  indT 
gues  of  Derbyshite  together  on  the  asms  o 
public  festivity. 

As  it  was  now  aettled  tkat  the  guasts  «m4oa 
tfro  different  parties,  it  became  not  only  tdbM 
dispute  betwixt  themselves,  which  Boonld  Mj| 
admitted  within  the  Castle  of  Martindale,  buta 
of  aerious  apprehension  to  Lady  Peveril  lod] 
Bridgenorth,  lest,  if  they  were  to  approickV 
aaroe  avenue  and  entraoocL  a  quarrd  might  tr^ 
betwixt  them,  and  proceed  to  extremities  e 
th(^  reached  the  place  of  entertainment  . 
believed  she  had  discovered  an  adraiiabha 
for  preventing  the  possibility  of  audi  intc 
directing  that  the  Cavaliers  should  be  i 
the  principal  eotraneek  while  the  RoandL, 
enter  the  Caatle  through  a  gr^t  breach  i 
been  made  in  the  course  of  the  aiage,  and  a 
there  had  been  aince  made  a  sort  of  by-{ 
the  cattle  dowp  to  their  pasture  in  thew 
contrivance  tho  Lady  Peveril  imagined  i 
aether  avoided  the  various  risks  which  I 
from  two  such  parties  encountering  ea~^ 
disputing  for  precedenoe.  SeveraJ  other  c^. 
of  less  importance  were  adjuated  at  the  .,^. 
and  apparendy  ao  much  to  the  aatisfacdn 
Presbyterian  tapcher,  that,  in  a  long  lectoaM 
subject  of  the  Marriage  Garment,  he  was  it  m 
to  explain  to  hia  hearers,  that  outward  aifW 
not  alone  meant  by  that  scriptural  ujj/iniM  ^ 
also  a  suitable  frame  of  mind  for  enjoyinsatap 
ful  festivity ;  and  therefore  be  exhorted  tbe  onj 
that  whatever  might  be  the  errora  of  the  poor  H 
malignants,  with  whom  they  were  in  some  a 
eat  and  dnnk  upon  the  morrow,  they  oadit  bb 
tbia  occasion  to  show  any  evil  wm  agaiast  tbai^ 
they  should  therein  beoome  tioiiblara  af  the  pal 
Israel. 

Honest  Doctor  Dummerar,  the  ejeefted  M 
7icar  of  Mardndale  cum  MoultFaaaie»  prm* 
•the  Cavaliers  on  the  same  subject  He  bad  m 
the  core  b^re  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellioi 
was  in  hiorfavour  with  Sir  Qeoffnif,  not  imi 
account  oThia  sound  orthodoxy  and  6m  ml 
but  his  exquisite  skill  in  playing  at  bowli^  aa 
facetious  conversation  ovor  a  pipe  and  tir^*' 
October.  For  these  latter  aecompnahmenta.  i  ^^ 
tor  had  the  honour  to  be  roooidad  by  old  Ob 
White  amongst  the  roll  of  lewd,  inoompetsnt.! 
gate  clergymen  of  the  Chaioh  af  England,  wb 
denounced  to  Ood  and  man,  oa  aceount 
the  heinous  ain  of  playina  at  gaoMs  of 
chance,  and  of  occasioaaily  joining  in  the 
meetings  of  their  pariahionera.  When  the  Kiai 


J  Oeoffi'ey  Peveril'a  ragiment,  that  hisportlf 
presence  included  a  stout  and  masculine  nearL 
all  was  lost,  and  he  himself  with  moatotkarlo! 
vines,  was  deprived  of  his  living^  he  made  sua 
as  he  could ;  now  lurkinff  in  the^arreia  of  ola 
in  the  Uaivenaty,  who  shared  with  himi  sad' 
him,  the  slender  maans  of  livelihood  which 
times  had  left  them ;  and  now  lying  m 
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of  the  oppreMMl.Bnti  sequflitrated  wmtty,  who  re- 
m^ted  at  once  his  character  and  sunerinKi.  When 
ttte  Restoration  took  place^  Doctor  Dummerar  emer- 
ged from  some  one  of  his  hiding^aees,  and  hied  him 
to  Martindale  Castle,  to  enjoy  the  triumph  insepara- 
ble from  this  happy  change. 

Hit  appearance  at  the  Castte  in  his  fuiy  clerical 
dross,  and  the  warm  reception  which  he  received  from . 
the  neighboiirini^  gentry,  added  not  a  linle  to  ths 
alarm  which  was  gradually  extending  itself  through 
the  party  which  were  so  lately  the  uppermost.  It  is 
taie  Doctor  Dummerar  framed  (honest,  worthy  man) 
no  extravagant  views  of  elevation  or  preferment ;  bat 
the  probability  of  bis  being  replaced  in  the  living» 
(mm  which  hB  had  been  expelled  under  venr  flimsy 
pwCgnceiL  infened  a  severs  blow  to  the  Presbyteirian 
divina,  who  could  not  be  considered  otherwise  than 
as  an  intruder.  The  interest  of  the  two-  preachers; 
tnerefore,  as  well  as  the  sentimenitf  of  their  flocks, 
were  at  direct  varttnce;  and  here  was  another  fatal 
objection  in  thewav  of  Lady  Peverirs,  soh«nie  ol'a 
general  and  comprehensive  healing  ordinance. 

Nevertheless,  as  we  have  aheady  hinted.  Doctor 
Dmnnaerar  behaved  as. handsomely  upon  the  ooca- 
sise  as  the  Presbyterian  tncamheni  had  done.  It  is 
true,  that  in  a  sermon  which  he  preaehed  in  theCas^ 
tie  hall  to  several  of  the  most  dtetinjuishod  Cavalier 
families,  besides  a  world  of  boys  from  the  village, 
who  weQt  to  see  the  novel  cirsumstance  of  a  parson 
itt  a  cassock  and  aurpli^er  hew^nt  at  graat  length 
into  the  foulness  of  the  various  crimes  committeahy 
the  rebelliomi  party  during  the  late  evil  times,  and 
OMiily  magnified  the  merciflil  and  peaceful  nature  of 
ioB  honourable  bdy  of  the  Manor,  who  condeeoended 
tokok  upon,  or  recave  into  her  house  in  the  way  of 
mdship  and  homitaltlr.  men  holding  the  principles 
vbich.  had  led  to  the  murder  of  the  King— the  slayifig 
and  despoiling  his  loyal  subiects^and  the  plundering 
lad  breaking  down  of  the  Church  or  Qod,  Bur  when 
bit  wiped  all  this  handsomely  up  again,  with  the  obser- 
vation, that  since  it  was  the  will  of  th^ir  gracious  and 
newly  restored  Sovereign,  and  the  pleasure  of  the  wor- 
ihipful  LadyPevenI,  that  this  eontumacions  and  rebel- 
ious  race  should  be,  for  a  time,  forborne  by  tHdr  faith- 
hi  subjects^  it  would  be  highly  proper  that  all  the  royal 
ie^emen  should,  for  the  present,  eschew  sahjects  of 
issenston  or  quarrel  with  these  sons  of  Shimei; 
rliich  lesson  of  patience  he  enforced  by  the  comforta- 
ie  aemiraaoe  tnaf  they  could  not  long  abstain  from 
iehr  old  rebellious  practices;  in  which  case,  the 
jyalists  would  stand  exculpated  before  Gkxl  and 
lan,  in  extirpating<tbem  from  tlie  Ihce  of  the  earth. 
The  close  observers  of  the  remarkable  passages  of 
le  times  from  which  we  draw  the  events  of  our  his- 
>ry,  have  left  it  upon  record,  that  these  two  several 
erwions,  much  contrary,  doubtless,  to  the  intention 
f •  the  worthy  divines  by  whom  they  were  delivered, 
wl  a  sreater  efTeot  in  exasperating  than  in  compo- 
intf,  the  disputes  betwixt  the  two  factions.  Under 
Don  evil  auspices,  and  with  corresponding  forebo- 
ing;s  on  the  mind  of  Lady  Poveril,  the  day  offSestivity 
t  lenoth  arrived. 

By  difierent  routes^  and  forming  each  a  sort  of  pro- 
ssaion,  as  if  the  adherents  of  each  party  were  de- 


tovtB  of  exhibiting  ixi  strength  and  numbers,  the 
vo  several  factions  approachod  Martindale  Casrte: 
nd  so  distinct  did  they  appear  in  dress,  an^t,  and 
lanners,  thai  it  seemed  as  if  the  revellers  of  a  bridal 
irty,  and  the  sad  attendants  upon  a  funeral  solem- 
iiy,  ware  moving  towards  ths  same  point  from  dif' 
nent  qnarters. 

Tfce  puritanical  ptrty  was  by  fkr  the  fewer  in  num- 
osL  fbr  whk;h  two  excellent  reasons  might  be  given, 
t  toe  first  place,  they  had  enjoyed  power  for  several 
lars,  and«  of  course,  became  unpopular  among  the 
immon  people,  never  at  any  time  attached  to  those, 
bo,  l>etng  in  the  immediate  possession  of  authority, 
«  often  obliged  to  employ  it  in  controlling  their 
nnoara.  Besides,  the  country  people  of  England 
id,  and  stiH  have,  an  animated  attachment  to  field 
lorts,  and  a  natural  unrestrained  joviality  of  dispo- 
lion,  which  rendered  them  impatient  under  the 
ivera  diicipHne  of  the  fanatical  preachers ;  while 
m^  were  aat  leM  natiirally  diaeontented  with  the 
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militanr  despotism  of  Cromwell's  Mator-Gcneralt 
Secondly,  the  people  were  fickle  as  usual,  and  the  re- 
turn of  the  King  had  novelty  in  it,  and  was  tht^-^fors 
popular.  The  side  of  the  puritans  was  also  desi'rted 
at  this  period  by  a  numerous  cless  of  more  thiokina 
andl^nidential  persons,  who  never  forsook  them  till 
they  became  nnfortimate.  These  sagacious  persona 
ges  were  called  in  that  age  the  Waiters  upon  Provi 
dence,  and  deemed  it  a  high  deliaquenfty  towards 
Heaven  if  they  affiirded  countenance  to  any  cause 
longer  than  it  was  favoured  by  fortune. 

But,  though  thus  forsaken  by  the  fickle  gnd  the 
selfish,  a  solemn  enthusiasm,  a  stern  and  determined  • 
depth  of  principle,  a  confidence  in  the  sincerity  p( 
their  own  motives,  and  the .  manly  English  pndt 
which  inclined  tliem  to  cling  to  their  former  opinions,' 
like  the  traveller  in  the  fable  to  his  cloak,  Ibe  more 
strongly  that  the  tempest  blew  around  them,  detained 
in  the  ranks  of  the  Puritans  many,  who,  if  no  longer 
formidable  from  numbers,  were  still  so  from  their 
character.  Tbev  consisfra  chiefly  of  the  middling 
gentry,  with  oihers  whom  industry  or  successful 
^peculations  in  commeroe  or  in  raining  had  raised 
mto  eminence-^the  persons  who  feel  most  umbrMS 
from  the  overshadowing  aristocracy,  and  are  usually 
the  most  vehement  in  defence  of  what  they  hold  ta 
be  thefr  rights.  Their  dress  was  in  general  studwusly 
simple  and  unostentatious,  or  only  remarkable  by  the 
contradictory  affectation  of  extreme  simplicity  at 
esrelessness.  The  dark  colour  of  their  cloaks,  virv- 
infl^  from  absolute  black  to  what  wlis  called  saa- 
coIoured,^their  steeple-crowned  hats,  with  thdir 
broad  shadowy  brims,— their  long  $words,  suspended 
by  a  simple  trap  around  the  loins,  without  shoulder* 
belt,  sword-knot,  plate;  buckles^  or  any  of  the  other 
decorations  with  which  the  Cavaliers  loved  to  adorn 
their  trusty  rapiers,— the  shortness  of  their  hair,  which 
made  their  ears  appear  of  disproportioned  siz&— 
above  all,  the  stem  and  gloomy  gravity  of  their  looks, 
announced  their  belongmg  to  that  class  of  enthun* 
asts,  who,  resohite  and  undismayed,  had  cast  down 
the  former  fabric  of  government,  and  who  now  re- 
garded with  somewhat  more  than  suspicion,,  that 
which  had  been  ao  unex;>ectedly  substituted  m  its 
stead.  There  was  gloom  in  their  countenances;  but 
it  was  not  that  of  dejection,  far  less  of  despair. 
They  looked  like  veterans  after  a  defeat,  which  may 
have  checked  their  career  and  wounded  their  prid^ 
but  has  left  their  courage  undiminished. 

The  melancholy,  now  became  habitual,  which  over- 
cast Major  Bhdgenorih*s  countenance,  well  qusUfied 
him  to  act  as  the  chief  of  the  group  who  now  advan- 
ced from  the  village.  When  they  reached  the  point 
by  which  they  were  first  to  turn  aside  into  the  wood 
which  surrounded  the  Castle,  they  felt  a  momentary 
impression  of  degradation,  as  if  they  were  yielding 
the  high-road  to  their  old  and  oA-defeated  enemies 
the  Cavaliers.  When  they  beean  to  asccud  the  wind- 
ing path,  which  had  been  the  daily  oassage  of  the  cat- 
tle, the  opening  of  the  wooded  glade  ^eve  them  a 
view  of  the  casile-ditch,  half  choked  with  the  rub 
bish  of  the  breach,  and  of  tbe  breach  ititdf,  which 
was  made  ^t  the  angle  of  a  large  square  flanking- 
tower,  one  half  of  which  had  been  battered  into  ruins, 
whfle  the  other  fragment  remained  in  a  state  strangely 
shattered  and  precarious,  and  seemed  to  be  totterms 
above  the  huge  aperture  in  the  wall.  A  stern  still 
smile  was  exchanged  among  the  Puritans,  as  the 
sight  reminded  them  of  the  victories  of  former  days. 
Holdfast  Clegg,  a  millwright  of  Derby,  who  had  been 
himself  active  at  the  siege,  pointed  to  the  breachrtand 
said,  with  a  grim  smile  to  Mr.  Solsgrace,  "  I  littU 
thought,  that  when  my  own  hand  helped  to  level  the 
cannon  which  Oliver  pointed  against  yon  tower,  w^ 
should  have  been  obliged  to  climb  like  foxes  up  the 
very  walls  which  we  won  by  our  bow  and  by  our 
spear.  Alethought  these  maligoants  had  then  enough 
of  shutting  their  gates  and  making  high  their  hora 
again  Bt  us." 

'*  Be  patient,  my  brother,"  said  Solsgrace;  *'be 
patient,  and  let  not  thy  soul  be  disquieted.  We  enter 
not  this  high  place  dishonourably,  seeing  are  ascend 
by  the  gate  which  the  Lord  opened  to  !he  gudlv." 

The  words  of  the  pastor  were  like  a  spark  to  gnu. 
•T 
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powder.  The  countenances  of  the  mournful  rttinue 
suddeiily  expanded,  and,  accepting  what  had  fallen 
from  him  as  an  omen  and  a  light  from  heaven  how 
they  vi^re  to  interpret  their  present  situation,  they 
uplifted,  with  one  consent,  one  of  tlie  tnutnpliant 
Bon^a  in  which  the  Israelites  celebrated  the  victories 
which  had  been  vouchsafed  x6  them  over  the  heathen 
inhabitants  of  the  Promised  Land : 

"let  God  arino.  and  then  M«  ftet 

SlaJl  tiini  thnmehrw  to  fficht, 
Hia  onemict  for  fear  th^  rao. 

And  icattar  out  of  iga. ; 

'  "  And  u  wax  melts  beftitt  tba  in. 
And  wind  Uows  araoka  awaj, 
*  jo  in  die  presonoo  of  the  Laito, 

'Hio  wicked  a haO  decay. 

"  Ood't  amir  twenty  tiioiiaand  if,         f 

Of  anseta  briant  and  atfong^ 
The  LonI  atae  in  Sinai 

li  praaont  tbam  aaooi. 

"  Thoa  didit,  0  Lord,  aaeend  on 
1   And  eapthra  led'at  them  all, 

Who,  intunpt  paat,  thy  c' * 

InfnndafadidMlhnL' 


Hiese  sounds  of  devotional  triumph  reached  the 
joyous  band  of  the  Cavaliers,  who,  decked  in  what- 
ever pomp  their  repeated  misfortunes  and  impoverish- 
ment had  left  them,  were  moving  towards  the  same 
point,  though  by  a  different  road,  and  were  filling  the 
prkictpal  avenue  to  the  Castle,  with  tiptoe  mirth  and 
rev^.  The  two  parties  were  strongly  contrasted ; 
for,  during  that  period  of  civil  dissension,  the  man- 
ners of  the  different  factions  distin^ished  them  as 
cnmpletely  as  separate  uniforms  might  have  done. 
If  the  Puritan  was  affectedly  plain  in  his  dress,  and 
ridiculously  praise  in  his  manners,  the  Cavalier  often 
carried  his  love  of  ornament  into  tawdry  finery,  and 
his  contempt  of  hypocrisy  into  licentious  profugacy. 
Gay  gallant  fellows,  yourw  and  old,  thronged  tof?ether 
towards  the  ancient  Castle,  with  general  and  joyous 
manifestation  of  those  spirits,  which,  as  they  had 
been  buoyant  enough  to  support  their  owners  during 
the  worst  of  times,  as  they  termed  Olives  usurpa- 
tion, were  now  so  inflated  as  to  transport  them  neariv 
beyond  the  reach  of  sober  reason.'  Feathers  waved. 
Ince  glittered,  spears  jingled,  steeds  caracoU^d ;  and 
here  and  there  a  petronel  or  pistol  was  fired  off  by 
iFome  one,  who  found  his  own  natural  talents  for. 
risking  a  noise  inadequate  to  the  dignity  of  the  occa- 
sion. Boys,— for,  as  we  said  before,  tho  raSblc  were 
with  the  UDpermost  party,  as  usual,— halloo'd  and 
whooped,  "Down  with  the  Rump,"  and  "  Fie  upon 
Oliver !"  Musical  instruments,  of  as  many  different 
fashions  lis  were  then  in  use,  plaved  all  at  once,  and 
vrithout  any  regard  to  each  other  s  tune;  and  the  glee 
of  the  occasion,  while  it  reconciled  the  pride  of  the 
high- bom  of  the  partjr  to  fraternize  with  the  general 
rout,  derived  an  additional  xcst  trom  the  conscious 
triumph,  that  their  exultation  was  heard  by  their 
ffieigh hours,  the  crestfallen  Roundheads. 

^Vhen  the  loud  and  sonorous  swell  of  the  psalm- 
tune,  multiplied  by  all  i  the  echoes  of  the  dins  and 
rumous  halls,  came  full  tipon  their  ear,  as  if  to  warn 
them  how  little  they  were  to  reckon  upon  the  depres- 
sion of  their  adversaries,  at  first  it  was  answered  with 
a  scornful  laugh,  raised  to  as  much  heig;ht  as  tho  scof- 
fers' lungs  would  permit,  in  order  that  it  might  carry 
*to  the  psalmodists  the  contempt  of  their  auditors; 
bot  this  was  a  forced  exertion  of  party  splean.  Tliere 
is  something  in  melancholy  feelings  more  natural  to 
an  imperfect  and  suffering  state  than  in  those  of 
gsyety,  and  -when  they  are  Drought'into  collision  the 
former  seldom  fail  to  triumph.  If  a  funeral-train  and 
wedding  procession  were  to  meet  unexpectedly,  it  will 
readily  be  allowed  that  the  mirth  of  the  last  will  be 
apeedny  merged  in  the  gloom  of  the  other.  But  the  Ca- 
vdiers,  moreover,  hadsympathies  of  a  different  kind. 
The  psalm-tune,  which  now  came  rolling  on  their  ear, 
nad  been  beard  too  often,  and  inon  too  many  occa- 
sions, had  preceded  victoiy  gained  over  themali^ants, 
to  permit  them,  even  in  tfieir  triumph,  to  hear  it  with- 
out emotion.  There  was  a  son  of  psuse;  of  which  the 
oarty  themselves  seemed  rather  ashamed,  until  the 
Hifinoe  was  broken  by  the  stoat  old  Knight,  Sir  Jas- 


per  Cranboume,  wIkmb  gtf  lantrr  was  so  nnvr 
acknowledged,  that  he  could  anord,  if  we  ni 
such  an  expression,  to  confess  emotions,  whiiC 
whose  courage  was  in  any  respect  liable  to  sui 
would  have  thought  it  more  pn^ent  to  ooncef 

"  Adad,"  said  the  old  Knight;  "  may  I  neve 
darec  aeain,  if  that  is  not  the  very  tune  with 
the  pricK-eared  villains  began  their  onset  at  Wi 
lane,  where  they  trowlsd  us  down  like  so  maq 
pins  1  Faith,  neighbours,  to  say  truth,  and  shs 
devil,  I  did  not  like  the  sound  of  it  above  half.*' 

"If  I  thought  the  roundheaded  rogues  did 
soom  of  tts,'^8aid  Dick  Wiklblood  of  the  Dal 
would  cudgel  their  psalmody  out  of  their  pe« 
throats  with  this  veiy  truncheon  ;'*  a  motion  \ 
being  seconded  bjr  old  Ro^er  IUtn&  the  drunks 
ster  of  the  Peveril  Arms  in  the  village,  migbi 
brotisht  on  a  general  onttls,  but  that  SirJasper  £oi 
the  feud. 

'*  We'll  have  no  ranting,  Dick,"  said  tfaeoldEi 
to  the  young  Franklin ;  ''^adad,  man,  we'll  havei 
for  three  reasons;  first, because  it  would  be  m 
tie  to  Lady  Peveril;  then,  because  it  is  agBini 
King's  peace;  and,  lastly,  Dick,becaa8eif  wedidi 
the  psalm-singing  knaves,  thou  mightest  ooinek! 
worst,  my  boy,  as  has  chanced  to  thee  before." 

"Who,  II  Sur  Jasperr  answered  Dick-'*1( 
by  the  worst !— I'll  be  d-^  if  it  ever  haepenedl 
that  accursed  lane^  where  we  had  no  roan  i 
front,  or  rear,  than  if  we  had  been  so  many  ha 
in  a  barral." 

"  That  was  the  reason,  I  fancy,"  answered 
per,  "  that  you,  to  mend  the  matter,  scram' 
the  hedge  and  stuck  there,  horse  and  man. 
thee  through  it  with  my  leading-staff;  and 
stead  of  charging  to  the  fron#you  went  r' 
and  away  as  fast  as  you*  feet  cotild  carry 

This  reminiscence  produced  a  laugh  at 
pense,  who  was  known,  or  at  least  suspeci. 
more  tongue  in  his  head  than  mettle  m  hi: 
And  thia  sort  of  rallyinff  on  the  pert  of  t^ 
having  fortunately  abated  the  resentment  > 
begun  to  awaken  in  the  breasts  of  the  royr 
cade,  farther  cause  for  offence  was  remo' 
sudden  ceasing  of  the  sounds  which  they 
disposed  to  interpret  into  those  of  premedital 

'This  was  owing  to  tlie  srriVal  ot  the  Puriti 
bottom  of  the  large  and  wide  breach,  which 
formerly  made  in  the  wall  of  the  Cwtle  by 
torious  cannon.  The  sight  of  its  gaping 
rubbish,  and  disjointed  masses  of  building  up 
slowly  winded  a  narrow  and  steep  path,  sqcIi 
made  amongst  ancient  ruins  by  the  rare  imt' 
those  who  occasionslly  visit  tnero,  wss  call. 
when  contrasted  with  the  gray  and  solid  msMtfj 
of  the  towers  and  curtains  which  yet  stood uniu 
to  remind  them  of  their  victory  over  the  sttongj 
of  their  enemies,  and  how  they  'had  bouoti  w 
and  princes  with  fetters  of  iron.  , 

But  feelings  mors  suitable  to  the  purpose  of  I 
visit  to  Martindale  Castle,  were  awakened  in  tM 
soms  even  of  .these  stern  sectaries,  when  thel 
of  the  Castle,  still  in  the  very  prime  of  betutf 
of  womanhood,  appeared  at  the  lop  of  the  pn 
with  her  principal  female  attendants,  to  receiw 
guests  with  the  honour  snd  courtesy  bepoiniot 
invitation.  She  had  laid  aside  the  black  dress  «l 
had  been  her  sole  attirs  for  several  years,  aw^ 
arrayed  with  a  splendour  not  unbecoming  her  i 
dtecent  and  qualitv.  Jewels,  indeed,  «he  nad^ 
but  her  long  and  dark  hair  was  surmounted  «J 
chaplet  made  of  oak^teaves,  interspoiied  wiuiffl 
the  former  being  the  emblem  of  .the  Kjngtvrcf 
tion  in  the  Royal  Oak,  and  tlis  latter,  of  his  U 
Restoration.  What  rendered  her  presence  stiu  ■ 
interestinff  to  those  who  looked  on  her.  wsstbei 
sence  of  the  two  children  whom  she  held  in  m 
hand;  one  of  whom  was  well  known  to  tbetnij 
be  the  child  of  their  leader,  Major  Bndflpnortli, « 
had  been  restored  to  life  and  health  by  the  ui> 
maternal  care  of  the  Lady  Peveril.  ^  , 

If  even  the  inferior  persons  of  the  party  mkj 
healing  influence  of  hier  presence,  thus  f»f^ 
poor  Bridgcnorth  was  almost  oTtfwbamea«^» 


L  rv.i  •  pcrvERiL  OP 

rictnesfl  oi  his  cast  ana  mtpners  permitted  him 
,  sink  on  his  knee,  and  kias  the  hand  which 
IS  little  orphan;  but  the  deq>oe88  of  .his  obei- 
,  7the  faltering  tremor  of  his  voice— and  the 
Ding  of  his  ey&  showed  a  grateful  respect  for 
py  whom  he  actdressed— deeper  and  more  rcve- 
\  than  could  have  been  expressed  even  by  Per- 
rostraCion.  A  few  courteous  and  mild  words, 
sive  of  the  pleasure  she  found  in  once  more 
\  her  neighbours  as  her  friends— a  few  kind  4n- 
,  addrassed  to  the  principal  individaalrt  among 
sts,  concerning  their  families  and  connexions, 
.  ted  her  triumph  over  angry  thoughts  and  dan- 
J  recollections,  and  disposed  menrs  bosoms  to 
llhize  with  the  purposes  of  the  meeting.  ^ 
^-i  Solsgrace  himself,  although  ima^inuig  him- 
d  bv  his  office  and  du|f  U>  watch  over  and 
jt  the  wiles  of  the  "Amalekitish  woman," 
^  lot  escape  the  sympathetic  infection ;  being  so 
p'n  struck  with  the  mark4  of  peace  and  good- will 
!*c|tMi  hv  Lady  Peveril,  that  he  immediately  raised 
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OwhatahupgrtUnffikta, 
And  joyAil,  nir  to  mm. 
Brethren  to  dwdl  totetlMr  in 
frieniifaipandunitri" 

.;  this  saluution  as  a  mark  of  courtesy  r»- 

_j  LadyPeveril  marshalled  in  person  this  party 
J  guests  to  the  apartment,  where  ample  «ood 
Ewas  provided  for  them }  and  had  even  the  pa- 
^to  remain  while  Master  Nehemiah  Solsgrace 
need  a  benediction  of  portentous  length,  as 
duction  to  the  banquet.    Her  presence  was 
measure  a  restraint  on  the  worthy  divine, 
(prolasidn  lasted  the  longer,  snd  was  the  more 
Ae  and  embarrassed,  that  tie  fell  himself  de- 
:  from  rounding  it  off*  by  his  usual  alliterative 
I  for  deliverance  from  Popery,  Prelacy,  and 
^  of  the  Peak,  Vhich  had  become  so  nabi- 
» him,  that,  ai|er  various  attempts  to  conclude 
lome  other  form  of  words,  he  found  himself  at 
bilged  to  pronounce  the  first  words  of  his  usual 
icia  aloud,  and  mutter  the  rest  in  such  a  man* 
I  not  to  be  intelligible  even  by  those  who  stood 
t  to  him. 

minister's  silence  was  followed  by  all  the 
8  sounds  which  announce  the  onset  of  a  hungry 
^ssy  on  a  well-furnished  table ;  and  at  the  same 
^gave  the  lady  an  opportunity  to  leave  the  apart- 
^,  and  look  to  the  accommodation  of  her  other 
any.    She  felt,  indeed,  that  it  was  high  time  to 
and  that  the  royalist  guests  might  be  disposed 
pprehend.  or  even  to  resent,  the  prior  artcn- 
iich  she  had  thought  it  prudent  toofier  to  the 
J. 

. >  apiirBhensioiM  were  not  altogether  ilUfound- 

It  was  in  vain  that  the  steward  had  displsyed  the 
1  standard,  with  its  proud  motto  of  Tandum 
'^mphanst  on  one  or  the  great  towers  which 
Hied  the  main  entronce  of  the  Castle ;  while,  from 
[otb^r,  floated  the  bannei'  of  Pevoril  of  the'  Peak. 
ler  wnich  many  of  those  who  now  approached 
ribii||ht  daring  all  the  vicissitudes  of  civil  war. 
Iras  m  vain  he  repeated  his  clamorous  **WeI- 
ke.  noble  Cavaliers!  welcome,  generous  gentle- 
to  r'  There  was  a  slight  murmur  amongst  them, 
t  th^r  welcome  ought  to  have  come  from  the 
^th  of  the  Coloners  lady— not  from  that  of  a 
lual«  Sir  Jasper  Cranbourne,  who  had  sense  as 
I  as  spirit  and  courage,  and  who  was  aware  of 
lair  crousiu's  motive^  having  been  indeed  consult- 
^  faerupon  all  the  arrangements  which  she  hsd 
ipted,  saw  matters  were  m  such  il  state  that  no 
B  oa^t  to  be  k>st  in  conducting  th%  guests  to  the 
hq^ietiftK  apartment,  where  a  fortunate  diversion 
ha  all  tnese  topics  of  rising  discontent  might  be 
d&  at  the  expense  of  the  good  oheer  of  alfsorts, 
1^  the  lady's  care  had  so  liberally  provided. 
die  stratafl^  of  the  old  soldier  succeeded  in  its 
aost  cKtent.  He  assumed  the  great  oaken-chair 
mUv  occupied  by  the  Stewart  at  his  audits;  and 
'.  Dummerar  having  pronounced  a  brief  Latin 
nediction,  (which  was  not  the  less  esteemed  by 
s  heakcn  that  none  of  them  onderstood  it,)  Sir 


Jasper  exhorted  the  company  to  whet  their  appetitss 
to  the  dinner  by  a  brimming  cup  to  his  Majesty's' 
health,  filled  as  high  and  as  deep  as  their  goblets 
would  permit.  In  a  moment  all  was  bustle,  with  ths 
clang  of  wine-cups  and  of  flagons.  In  another  mo* 
mept  the  ^ests  were  on  their  feet  like  so  many 
Statues,  all  hushed  as  death,  but  with  eves  glancing 
wiihexpeciatioD,  and  hands  outstretched,  which  dis- 
played their  loyal  brimmers.  The  voice  of  Sir  Jasper* 
dear,  sonorous,  and  etiphatic.  as  the  sound  of  his' 
war-trumpet,  announced  the  Bealth  of  the  restored 
Monarcli,  hastily  echoed  back  by  the  assembisxe, 
impatient  to  render  it  due  homage.  Asother  l#rfl^ 
pause  was  filled  by  the  draining  of  their  cups,  and 
the  mustering  breath  to  Join  in  a  shout  so  loud,  that 
not  only  the  rafters  of  the  old  hall  trembled  whila 
they  echoed  it  back,  but  the  garlands  of  oaken  boughs 
and  flowers  with  which  they  were  decorated,  waved  i 
wikUy,  and  rustled  as  if  agitated  by  a  sudden  whirl- 
virind.  This  rite  observed,  the  company  proceeded  ta 
assail  the  good  cheer  with  which  the  table  groaned, 
animated  m  they  were  to  the  sttack  both  by  mirta  * 
and  melody,  lor  they  were  attended  by  all  the  min- 
strels of  the  district,  who,  like  the  Episcopal  cleivy, 
had  been  put  to  silence  during  the  reign  of  the  self- 
entitled  saints  of  the  Commonwesltn.    The  social 


sofierers  in  the  time  of  depression  and  subjugatioQ, 
and  were  now  partners  in  the  same  general  subject 
of  congratulation,  soon  wiped  from  their  memory  tha 
trifling  cause  of  oomplaint,  which  in  the  minds  ol 
some  nad  darkened  the  festivity  of  the  day;  so  that 
when  the  Lady  Peveril  walked  into  the  hall,  aocom* 
panied  as  bemre  with  the  children  and  her  femals 
attenduita,  she  was  welconvd  with  the  acclamations 
due  to  the  mistress  of  the  banquet  and  of  the  Castle-^ 
the  dame  of  the  noble  Knight,  who  had  led  most  of 
them  to  battle  with  an  undaunted  and  persevering 
valour,  which  was  worthy  of  better  success. 

Her  address  to  them  was  brief  and  matronly,  yet 
spoken  with  so  much  feeling  as  found  its  way  to 
every  bosom.  She  apologized  for  the  lateness  of  he^ 
personal  welcome,  by  reminding  them  that  there  were* 
then  present  in  Martindale  Castle  that  day.  persons 
whom  recent  happy  events  had  converted  from  ene- 
mies into  friend^  but  on  whom  the  hitter  character 
was  so  recently  imposed,  that  ^fae  dared  not  negleot 
Bvith  them  any  point  of  ceremonial.  But  those  whom 
addressed,  were  the  best,  the  de 


she  now  I 


aL 


the 


irest.the 

most  faithful  friends  of  her  husband's  house,  to  whom 
and  to  their  valour  Peveril  had  not  only  owed  those 
successes  which  hdul  given  them  and  him  fame  during 
the  late  unhappy  times,  hut  to  wl^ose  courage  she  in 

Krticular  had  owed  the  preservation  of  their  leader's 
^  even  when  it  could  not  avert  defeaf.  A  word  or 
two  of  heartfelt  congratulation  on  the  happy  restora- 
tion of  the  royal  Ime  and  authority,  completed  nJL 
which  she  had  bofdness  to  add,  and,  bowing  graces 
fully  round  her,  she  lifted  a  ciq>  to  her  Ups  as  if  to 
welcome  her  guests. 

There  still  remained,  and  especially  amongst  the 
old  Cavaliers  of  the  period,  some  gUmmering  of  that 
spirit  which  inspired  Froissart,  when  he  declares  that 
a  knight  hath  double  courage  at  need,  when  animated 
by  the  looks  and  words  of  a  beautiful  and  virtuous 
woman.  It  was  not  until  the  reign  which  was  com- 
mencing at  the  moment  we  are  treating  of,  that  the 
unbounded  license  of  the  age,  mtroducmg  a  general 
courae  of  profligacy,  degraded  ,the  female  sex  into 
mere  servants  of  pleasure,  and,  in  so  doinft  deprived 
society  of  that  noble  tone  of  feeling  towards  the  sex, 
which,  considered  as  a  spur  to  "raise  the  clear  spi- 
rit" is  superior  to  every  other  impulse,  save  those  ot 
religion  and  of  patriotism.  The  beams  of  the  ancient 
hallof  Martindale  Castle  instantly  ruilg  with  a  shout 
louder  and  shriller  than  that  at  which  they  ban  eo 
lately  trembled,  and  the  names  of  the  Knight  of  the 
Peak  and  his  lady  were  proclaimed  amid  waving  of 
cape  and  hatj^and  universal  wishes  for  their  nealth* 

Under  thesRuspices  the  Lady  Peveril  glidedfiro^  tha 
hall,  and  left  free  space  for  the  revelry  of  the  evQii;tig» 


PEVE^m^  OF.  TH^  PGjftX* 
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That  of  fhe  CavalierB  may  be  easily  conceived^ 
rfnoe  ft  had  the  usual  accompaniments  of  shiging,' 
jesting,  quaffing  of  healths,  and  playing  of  tunes, 
which  have  in  almost  every  age  and  Quarter  of  fhe 
world  been  the  accompaniments  of  festive  cheer. 
Tlie  enjoyments  of  the  Puritans  were  of  a  different 
and  less  noWy  character.  They  neither  sung,  jested, 
heard  music,  nor  drank  healths ;  and  yet  they  seemed 
not  the  less,  in  their  own  phraoe.  to  enjoy  the  crea- 
tcire-comforts  which  the  frailtv  of  humanity  rendered 
grateful  to  thek^  outward  mai.  Old  Whitaker  oven 
protested,  that  though  much  the  smaller  party  in 
p^nt  of  numbers,  they  discussed  nearly  as  m«ch 
•ack  and  claret  as  his  own  more  jovial  associates. 
But  those  who  considered  the  steward's  prejudices, 
were  mdined  to  think,  that,  iq  order  to  produce  such 
a  result,  he  must  have  thrown  in  his  own  by-drink- 
iiig»— no  inconsiderable  item-^to  the  sum -total  of  the 
Pyesbyterian  potations.  ^^      ''' 

Without  adopting  such  a  partial  and  scandafoua  re- 
port, we  ilhaU  only  say,  that  on  this  occasion,  as  on 
iqOM  others  the  rareness  of  indulgence  promoted  the 
sense  of  enjoyment,  and  that  those  who  n^ade  abeti- 
niftice,  or  at  teadt  moderation,  a  point  of  religioos 
principle,  enjoyed  their  social  meetmg  the  better  that 
sihlch  opportunitieo  rarely  preseUted  themselvea.  If 
Aeydia  not  actually  drink  each  other's  healths,  (hey 

3  least  showed^  by  looking  and  noddins  to  each  other 
they  raised  Ihi^r  gUsses,  that  they  aU  weresharfaig 
the  same  festive  gratification  of  the  appetite,  and  i^It 
it  enhanced,  because  it  was  at  the  same  time  enjoyed 
by  their /Hends  and  neighbour*.  Religion,  as  it  was 
tne  principal  topic  of  their  thoughts,  became  also  the 
dilef  subject  of  their  eii[>nversatit)n,  and  as  they  sat 
tether  in  small  separate  knots,  they  discussed  doe- 
ttlnal  and  metaphyaical  points  of  befief,  balanced  the 
merits  of  various  preachers,  comoared  the  creeds  of 
odntendings  sect&  and  |l>rtified  by  scriptural  quota- 
tiotts  thoM  which  they  favoured!  Some  contests 
arose  in  the  course  of  these  debates,  which  mi  ' 
hiive  proceeded'  farther  than  was  seemly,  but  for  w«7 
cautious  interference  of  Midor  Bridgenonh.  He  sup- 
bressed  also,  in  the  Very  bod^  a  disputs  betwixt  OaRer 
fiodgeson  of  Chamelycot  end  the  reverend  Mr.  Sola- 
g^ce,  upon  the  tender  subject  of  lay-preaching,  and 
lay-miiustering ;  nor  did  he  think  it  altogether  pru- 
dnit  or  decent  to  indulge  the  vrishes  of  some  of  the 
warmer  enthusiasts  of  the  party^  wl^o  felt  dispoaed 
to'  make  the  rest  partakers  of  their  gifte  in  extempo- 
raneous prayer  and  exposition,  lliese  vTere  ab6urai« 
ties  that  belonged  to  the  time,  which,  however,  th# 
Major  had  sense  enough  to  perceive  were  unfitted, 
-whether  the  oflspring  of  hypocrisy  or  enthusiasm, 
fiiT  the  present  time  and  place. 

The  major  was  also  instrumental  in  breaking  op  the 
Mrfy  at  an  earfv  and  decorous  hour,  so  that  they  left 
the  Castle  long  before  their  rivals,  the  Cavaliers,  bad 
iraaehed  the  spring-tkle  of  their  merriment  t  an  ar- 
rangement which  afforded  the  greatest  aatiafaetir- 
to  the  lady,  who  dreaded  the  oonsequenoes  whi( 
might  not  improbably  have  taken  place,  had  both  par^ 
ties  met  at  the  tame  period  and  point  of  retreat. 

It  was  near  midnight,  ere  the  greater  part  of  the 
Cavaliers,  meaning  such  as  were  able  to  efiect  their 
detmnure  without  assistance,  withdrew  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Martindale-Mottltrassie,  with  the  benefit  of  the 
broad  moon,  to  prevent  the  chance  of  accidents. 
Their  shouts,  and  the  burden  of  their  roaring  choms 

*' Tb*  Kli«  AaD  eiQor  kbowB  «|siB  r* 
was  heard  with  no  small  pleasure  bf  the  lad/,  heartily 
gtad  that  the  riot  of  the  day  was  over  without  thie 
occurrence  of  ant  unpleasmg  accident  The  re- 
joicing was  not,  however,  entirely  ended  ^  for  the 
elevated  Cavaliera,  finding  some  of  the  villagers  stiH 
on  tbot  aroutod  a  bonfire  on  the  street,  stiuck  m'errily 
in  with  them— «ent  to  Roger  Raine,  of  the.  Peveru 
Arms,  theilofd  publican  whom  vee  have  already 
nedtioned,  for  two  tubs  of  meiry  stinm,  (as  it  was 
*ehned,)  and  lent  their  own  powerful  asaistanoe  at  the 
flkMiin#  it  oflT  to  the  health  of  the  Kins  and  the  loyal 
'•Cfonenil  Monk.  Their  shouts  for  ajbng  time  ais- 
turbed^and  even  alarmed,  the  little  V^t  but  no 
'tnthnnanii  m  able  to  withatand  far  ever  W  natural 


consequenees  of  late  hours,'  and  potations  pottle- 
deep.  The  tumuh  of  the  exulting  royalists  at  last 
sunic  into  silence,  and  the  moon  and  the  owl  wen 
left  in  undisturbed  sovereignty  over  the  old  tower  of 
the  village  church,  which,  nsing  white  above  a  drds 
of  knotty  oaks,  was  tenanted  by  the  bird,  and  ailverai 
by  the  planet* 


CHAPTER  V 


At  ximr  th^catitainl  caH. 
Who,  minele  of  tram* 
Lent  nettle  t*  the  i 

ThatmaJui'dlMr 


OMtle  wmU.— Wbxiax  8.  Reel. 

Oif  the  mooting  succeeding  the  feast,  the  Lady 
Pevertl,  fatigued  wSlh  the  exertions  and  the  appre- 
hensions of  the  fbrmer  day,  kept  her  apartment  for 
two  or  three  hours  later  |han  her  own  active  habiti^ 
and  the  matutinal  custom  of  the  time,  rendered  usual 
Meanwhile,  Mistress  EUesmere,  a  nerson  of  greai 
trust  in  the  family,  and  who  assumed  much  audioriir 
in  her  mistress's  absence,  laid  her  orden  upon  De- 
borah, the  govemante,  immediately  to  carry  tb« 
children  to  their  airing  m  the  park,  and  not  to  let  an? 
one  enter  the  gilded  chamber,  which  waa  ittua^t 
thdr  sporting-pTace.  Deborah,  who  often  tebdkd 
and  sometimes  succeqpfuUy,  against  the  deputed  sa> 
thority  of  Ellesmere,  privately  resolved  that  4!  wif 
about  to  rain,  and  that  the  gilded  chamber  wui 
more  suitable  place  for  the  children's  exeitiae  tte 
the  wet  grass  of  the  park  on  a  raw  mominip 

*  llie  attempt  to  eoatrtnl  tlie  mamieiB  of  ibejovid  Ctenin, 
and  wUnwMtie,  yet  nnn  and  eoanceoua,  Puntam,  waa  larti 
taken  ftrom  a  hint  orShadwell.  who'  tketcbed  sm-eral  tsttm  m 
humoiir  with  great  foreo,  ahhoufh  tbpy  imnc  hearr  on  Im  pcadr 
when  he  attempted  to  finMi  them  tar  the  atafo. 

In  a  duil  play  named  the  Vohmtoeia.  or  tlie  BuxkyMka*, 
the  inanatU  vertonct  present  **  Maior-Oeneial  Blum,  an  old  <■• 
vaUer  oflloer,  lomewhol  rough  hi  ipoech,  but  v^rj  bate  ear 
honest  and  of  food  undeistandinf .  and  a  apod  patrfbt*  A  eofr 
Uaat  to  the  Qenerel  b  "  Cokmei  Haokwell.  aeoior,  m  oM  Ana* 
'  of  CroaaweH'i,  vary  stout  and  goifly.  hi^nmi.'yhel 


».  hold  a  dialogve  tocciher. 

^ ShadwvU's  power  ofdnnati- 

ring.  The  state  it  filled  by  Maior-GeneraJBhuit  and  aoiaeefbi 
oU  aeqaeantanoe  cavaliers,  and  BackweO,  the  an^aaat  paht- 

tflUtiM.  Fearnot,myoldeavaIien.  AimsJn 


orerall  your  battles,  flan  EdcehiB  to  Bienrtlocd^K  have  a« 
ibriotteo  howthis  cenUeman  (poiiii«M09foM«{lir    '      ~ 
Uf  demme  psabn-slnghic  Allows  naed  to  ^b  us  } 
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"  let  CaviUer.  No.  'gad  1  I  Mt  'em  onee  to  puipoea. 


**  ML-a.  BHmL  Ah  i  a-dod,in  UglMrownedhaU.  eeUand  kmak. 
gieat  kioie  coats,  long  bicJu  under  'em .  and  calves-leatber  been, 
tney  used  to  sing  a  psalm,  &11 00.  and  beat  us  to  the  devO  • 

**  Htiekwem  tenior.  In  that  day  we  stood  up  to  the  cause;  and 
the  cause,  the  spiritual  cause,  aid  not  sufier  under  ow  earaai 
wsaMMStbut  thaeDenywaa  diseoaifitad.aiMi  Jol  tberascdio 
floe  befiire  us. 

**  \tt  CamUler.  Vbo  would  tfafaik  such  a  snirelling,  usdm«nf 
hg  pappy  would  fight  t  But  these  godly  feflows  would  kyafaoal 
'en  as  if  the  devfl  were  in  »em. 

"  8ir  NicAolas.  What  a  filthy  slorsnlr  army  was  this  1 1  war 
rant  you  not  a  well-dresaed  man  amoog  the  Roundkdkde. 

'*il^.  Bfunt.  Bat  tiwse  pUln  MIowt  woidd  so  tfacad 
iweaihig,  drhridng,  fine  fellows  in  laced  eoatr-jm  aueb  u-  ,_ 
of  the  dnwinrroom  and  Locket's  Ibllows  ara  now— and  so  sirw 
them,  by  thel^ml.Hury.  that  after  a  battle  tlwee  saiau  loekai 
ran  the  Israolitee  loadcn  with  the  Egypciu  baggage. 

nn  thepeniiyi 


iwearhig,  drhridng,  fine  feltows  in  laced  eoatr-jm  aueb  aa  foe 

of  the  drawinrr ^ --.--..  .^« 

^       by  thelc ^ 

Israolitee  loadcn  with  the  Egypciu  baggage. 

..-JcwML  Verily,  we  did  take  the  spoH ;  aadlt  a 

torn  the  penny,  and  advanced  the  eaiise  thereby ;  we  fiMightapsa 
that  canied  us  through. 


not  right:  thml 

Ibefty,  Imt  who  kMwuuii  uo  7V«r  lynuii'  •  uwiv  mj  ■dkhms  tarism^ 

wen  as  thou  wert  then,  nor  each  a  nuious  agitator  ami  taat-am 
as  thou  bast  been  lately. 

"  BtoktMg,  otnlcr.  Lo^yoa.  Coknd.  wt  but  ptoeeeded  ■ 
the  way  of  nberty  of  worsUpL  . 

**  M.  -a.  JBfiMtf.  A-dod,  there  is  aometUng  mora  la  It  TMs  wv 
thy  principle,  Colonel— IHmln^o*  i»  fmndod  fngrmu,  mid  lit 
rif  ftreoMS  »haa  inherU  the.  earth.  And.  by  the  Lord  Hanr.ihss 
diost  so :  thou  gottett  three  tboosend  pound*  a*yoar  br  tpliRl 
agafcist  tkw  Court  and  I  kMt  a  thousand  by  fighlkie  flw  lt^!!:Ss 
3^  VelMtfMn,  or  Stodb-Jobien,  Bsabwbll'b  Worttk  ««i  iKt 
p.  4S7. 

In  a  ftrmer  seena.  HackwelL  the  old  ftnatic  oAoer,  coaeeintt 
oflended  by  one  of  the  dnmaiU  fermmm^  aays.  witt 
'  pnthee.  Wend,  1  '  -^    - 


CiiAP.  v:i 

But  a  won)an*8  brain  is  Bometimes  as  inounetant 
ts  a  popular  asaembly ;  and  presently  aft^r  she  had 
voted  the  morning  was  like  to  be  rainy,  and  that  the 
gilded  chamber-  was  the  fitlest^play-rooln  for  the 
children,  Mistress  Deborah  came  to  the  somewhat 
inconsistent  resolution,  that  the  park  was  the  fittest 
place  for  her  own  morning  walk.  It  is  certain,  that 
during  the  unrestrained  joviality  of  the  preceding 
evening,  she  had  danced  till  raidoight  with  Lance 
Outram,  the  park-keeper ;  but  how  far  the  seeing^  him 
just  pass  the  window  in  His  woodland  trim,  with  a 
feather  in  his  hat,  and  a  crossbow  under  his  arm,  in- 
fluenced the  discrepancy  of  theopinions  Mrs.  Deborah 
'  formed  concerning  the  weather,  we  are  far  from  pre- 
suming to  guess.  It  is  enough  for  us,  that  so  soon 
as  Mistress  Ellesmere's  back  was  turned.  Mistress 
Deborah  carried  the  children  inio  the  gilded  chamber, 
not  without  a  strict  charge  (for  we  must  do  her  jus- 
tice) 10  Master  Julian  to  take  care  of  his  little  wife, 
Mistress  Alice ;  and  then,  having  taken  qo  satisfac- 
tory a  precaution,  she  herself  glided  into  the  park  by 
the  glass-door  of  the  stiU-roomj  which  was  Dearly 
opjnoBite  to  the  great  breach. 

The  gilded  chamber  in  which  the  children  were,  by 
this  arrangement,  left  to  amuse  themselves,  without 
better  guardianship  than  what  Julian's  manhood  af- 
forded; was  a  large  apartment,  hung  with  stamped 
Spanish  leather^  curiously  gilded  representing,  in  a 
manner  now  obsolete,  but  far  irom  unpleasm^  a 
seriea  of  tilts  and  combats  betwixt  the  Saracens  of 
Grenada,^  and  the  Spaniards  under  the  command  of 
King  Ferdinand  and  Queen  Isabella,  during  that 
memorable  siege,  which  was  terminated  bjf  the  over- 
throw of  the  last  fragments  of  the  Moorish  empire 
io  Spain. 

The  little  Julian  was  careering^  about  the  room  for 
the  amusement  of  his  infant  friend,  as  well  as  hie 
own,  mimicking  with  a  reed  the  menacing  attitude 
of  the  Abencerrages  and  Zegris  engaged  in  the  Eastern 
sport  of  hurling  the  jebid,  or  javelin :  and  at  times 
sitting  down  beside  her,  an^  caressing  her  into  silence 
and  good  humour,,when  the  petulant  or  timid  child 
chose  to  become  tired  of  remaining  an  inactive  spec- 
tator of  his  boisterous  sport;  when,  on  a  sudden,  he 
observed  one  of  the  panel  compartments  of  the  lea- 
ther hangings  slide  apart,  so  as  to  show  a  fair  hand, 
'with  its  fingers  resting  upon  its  edge,  prepared,  it 
^  would  seem,  to  push  it  still  farther  back.  Julian  was 
much  surprised,  and  somewhat  frightened,  at  what 
he  witnessed,  for  the  tales  of  the  nursery  had  strongly 
impressed  on  his  mind  the  terrors  of  the  invisible 
world.  Vet,  naturally  bold  and  high  spirited,  the 
little  champion  placed  himself  beside  his  defenceless 
•ister,  continuing  to  brandish  his  weapon  in  her  de« 
fence,  as  boldly  as  if  he  had  himself  been  an  Abencer- 
rage  of  Grenada. 

The  patfel,  on  which  his  eye  was  fixed,  gradually 
continued  to  slide  back,  and  di^lay  more  and  more 
the  form  to  which  the  hand  appertained,  until,  in  the 
dark  aperture  which  was  disclosed,  the  children  saw 
the  figure  of  a  lady  in  a  mourning  dress,  past  the  me- 
ridian of  life,  but  whose  countenance  still  retained 
traces  of  great  beauty,  although  the  predominant  cha- 
racter both  of  her  features  and  person  was  an  air  of 
almost  royal  dignity.  After  pausing  a  moment  on  the 
threshold  of  the  portal  which  she  had  thus  unexpect- 
edly disclosed,  and  looking  with  some  surprise  at  the 
children,  whom  she  had  not  probably  observed  while 
engaged  with  the  management  of  the  panel,  the  stran- 
ger stepped  into  the  apartment,  and  the  panel,  upon 
a  touch  of  a  sprinf^  closed^  behind  her  so  suddenly. 
that  Julian  almost  doubted  it  had  ever  been  open,  and 
b^^n  to  apprehend  that  the  whole  apparition  had 
been  a  delusion.* 

♦  The  concealment  and  dnoovery  of  the  Countm  orDeibjr.  h 
taken  from  a  picturfsqoe  account  of  a  nmilar  ercnt.  described  to 
wnm  by  this  perton  bjr  whom  it  waf>  witncned  in  childhood.  Thif 
bdy.  by  name  Mnt.  Marirarct  Swinton,  and  a  daughter  of  that 
'  wicient  house,  wan  a  sister  of  my  matemal  rrandmolbcr.  and  of 
cmtrwe  my  cmndaunt  She  was.  as  o(\en  happens  on  such  occa- 
tinna.  crar  cunstant  resource  in  sicknecs,  or  w  hen  we  tired  of  noisy 
play,  and  clowid  around  her  to  listen  to  her  tales.  An  she  mivht 
be  aupposed  to  look  tMiek  lo  thu  be^noinff  of  the  last  century,-  the 
nirtd  which  suppjie<l  us  with  amusc;nient  often  leiatod  to  events  of 
that  i>orHMl.  I  may  here  notice,  that  she  told  me  the  unhappy  story 
of  the  Bnde  of  Lammennoor,  beiof  nea  -ly  relatad  to  tbo  Lord 


PEVERIL  OF  'l^HE  PCAC. 


The  stately  lady,  however,  advanced  ta  lum,  tiia  ' 
said,  "Are  not  you  the  little  Peveril  7"  * 

"Yes,"  said  the  boy,  reddening,  not  altogeth^ 
without  a  juvenile  feeline  of  that  rule  of  chivaljy 
which  forbade  any  one  to  disown  his  nam&  whatever 
danger  hnght  be  annexed  to  the  avowal  of  it. 

"Then,''^  said  the  stately  stranger,  "go  to  yonr 
mother's  room,  and  tell  her  to  come  instantly  toqpeak 
with  me." 

"I  wo' not,';  said  the  little  Julian. 
,  "How !"  said  the  lady,—" so  young  and  so  disobe- 
dient?—but  you  do  but  lollow  the  fashion  of  the  tyqi. 
Why  will  you  not  go,  my  pretty  boy;  when  I  ask  it  of 
you  as  a  favour  7'* 

"I  would  go,  mad&m,"  said  the  boy,  "but"—aiid 
he  stopped  short,  still  drawinjg  back  as  the  lady  ad- 
vanced on  him,  but  still  holdmg  by  the  hand  Alice 
Bridgenorth,  who,  too  young  to  understand  theiiM- 
ture  of  the  dialogue,  clung,  trembling,  to  her  com* 
panion. 

The  stranger  saw  his  embarrassment,  smiled,  aiid' 
remained  standing  fast,  while  she  asked  the  chud 
onoe  more,  "What  are  you  afraid  of,  my  brave  boy, 
—and  why  should  you  not  go  to  your  mother  on  my 
errand  7" 


utour  m  queMJon.  bne  was  tuucs  wim  aamiraooo  ana  ttv 
bat  she  saw  there.  A  lady,  "  beautJfUl  exceedinfiy.'*  was 
d  by  the  bteakfast  table,  and  employed  in  waahipg  thp  diihei 
i  had  been  used.    Little  Margaret  would  have  KmI  So  dovfi 


Pn'^ichut,  whose  dau^liler  \vaa  the  heroine  of  that  melanolnly 
t^■.■'^?l^y- 

'i\w  prmf^t  ia]c»,  thciUfh  or  a  different  chancter,  waa  abo  aott- 
deuiiy  PErikii»^,  when  tuld  by  an  eyewitne*.  Aunt  Mar«ai«t  wis, 
I  •nHNimi,  tevim  r/r  einhi  ybuni  old,  when  ruimnf  in  the  old  8m> 
sic  I  h<riLU4^  D^Svi-intom,  aiiiJ  idready  oispiaj^ed  the  finnne»  and 
aaf^K^icv  hHicIi  tlistuigut^uud  her  through  liw.  Beina  one  of'a 
lai^'t  rkjiilly,  ihe  wbj,  owinp  to  slight  imKsporition,  left  at  honit 
con  'Uiv  vt  ht*n  Ute  retl  dfth?  Ikmily  went  to  church,  with  Sir  Jolki 
an>  I  I  -n  >ly  i^winuin,  ihoir  pan-i  ita.  Befora  leaving  the  liUlaJmrdU. 
shi-  ^^  a-t  itnciW  cnjriirvt'tt  oot  Eo  go  iotf>  Uie  parlour  where  the  eMkr 
pan  li.'nl  ljrF>i]ikra^iited,  Bin  when  she  ibund  herself  alone  in  us 
nptti'^  [<nrt  of  Uh?  Iwism*,  thu  Ppirit  of  her  gieat  ancestress  Eve  todt' 
P0H^ri-]ua  at  my  Auijt  MiffCijet,  and  forth  she  went  to  rtTiiniis 
the  pariour  in  quertion.  bhe  was  stiudK  with  admiratioo  and  ftir 
at  what  she  saw  there.     *   '  ^     .•.    —  . 

seated  I         

which  fa 

in  acooimting  this  singular  vision  an  onlanation  fruna  the  angaUcal 
world,  but  lur  her  emDloyment,  which  she  could  nht  so  oaaily  vs> 
concile  to  her  ideas  of  angels. 

The  lady,  with  great  preaence  of  mind,  called  the  aatoniikn 
child  to  her,  fondled  her  with  nnieh  tendemeea.  and  judJeioMtf 
avoiding  to  render  the  necessity  of  seeracy  too  seveie,  she  told  tha 
girl  she  must  not  let  any  one  except  her  mother  know  (hat  she  bu 
seen  her.  Having  allowed  this  escape-valve Jfur  the  benefit  oT  h« 
eurioflity,  the  mrsterious  stranger  dewred  the  little  gri  to  look  ftom 
the  window  of  the  pariour  to  see  if  her  mother  was  returning  Aom 
church.  When  she  turned  her  head  a^ain.  the  flur  vision  mav%- 
nished,  but  by  what  means  Miss  Marpuet  was  unable  to  ntm  a 
ooiu'ecture.  ^      . 

Long  watched,  and  eagerly  waited  for,  the  Lady  Srinton  at  teat 
returned  from  church,  and  her  daughter  lost  no  time  m  teUinf  har' 

atraonlinan'  tale.  "  You  are  a  very  sensible  girl,  Peggy,"  aoiww- 
her  mother.  **  for  If  you  had  spoken  of  that  poor  lady  to  any  uas 
but  me,  it  might  have  eoat  her  her  life.  But  now  I  will  not  be  afhlM 
of  traatmg  you  with  any  secret,  and  I  will  show  you  where  the  pott 
lady  lives."  In  febt  she  introduced  har  to  a  concealed  apartmeaft 
opening  by  a  sliding  panel  fh>n)  the  parlour,  and  showed  her  n^ 
lady  in  the  hiding  place,  which  she  inhabited.  It  may  he  said,  la 
paasina,  that  there  were  few  I^Kittish  houses  belonging  fb  fluniUeS 
of  raoK  which  had  not  such  contrivances,  the  poUttearinddenladr 
the  tiroes  ofleo  calling  them  into  occupation. 
The  history  of  the  lady  of  the  closet  was  both  melancholy  tad 


bkiody.  and  though  I  ha>'e  seen  various  acoounts  of  tlie  rtory,  1$ 
not  pntond  to  disf  inguiah  the  right  edition.  She  was  a  young  w#> 
man  of  extreme  beauty,  who  had  been  manied  to  an  dd  maa,  a 
writer,  named  MacFaniuie.  Her  situation,  and  perhaps  her  iim»> 
ners.  gave  courage  to  some  who  desired  to  be  accounted  her  aai|> 
ore.  Among  titcm  was  a  young  EnrKshman,  named  Cayley,  wfia 
was  a  commissioner  of  aovemment  upon  the  eatatee  forfenad  ii 
the  rebellion  of  171S.  In  171C,  Mr.  Cayley  visited, this  J»dy  in  h«r 
lodgincs,  wrhen  tliey  quarrelled,  either  on  account  of  his  havfof 
oflered  her  some  violence,  or.  as  another  aceount  said,  because  shi 
reproached  him  with  having  boasted  of  former  ikvours.  It  ended 
in  her  seizing  upon  a  pair  or  pistols,  which  lay  loaded  in  a  cloMt; 
her  husband  intending  tn  take  them  with  hii^  on  a  journey,    liis 


gailaiit  commissioner  approached  with  an  air  of  drollery,  sayinf. 

What,  madam,  do  you  intend  to  perform  a  comedy?"—"  Yoa 

shall  find  it  a  traf edy,"  f  nswered  the  lady ;  and  fined  both  piatoli. 

by  which  Comnmsioner  Cayley  fell  dead. 


She  fled,  and  remained  concealed  for  a  certain  time.  Her  oUun 
of  refuge  in  S^^inton  House,  I  do  not  know— it  arose  probably  fKn 
some  of  the  indescribable  genealogical  filaments  which  connaet 
Scottish  fiunilies.  A  very  small  cause  would  even  at  any  omt 
have  been  a  reason  for  interfering  between  an  individual  and  ths 
law. 

Whatever  wi<re  the  circumstances  of  Mrs.  MacFarlane's  caaa^ 
it  is  certain  that  she  returned,  and  lived  and  died  in  Edlnburgl^ 
without  being  brourht  to  trial.  Indeed,  considering  the  times,  thass 
was  no  great  wonder ;  for,  to  one  strong  party,  the  death  if  aa 
Ehif Hsh  conimi*!*ionor  vtm  not  a  circumstjuice  to  require  mun 
apology.  The  Swintons.  however,  could  not  be  '^f  that  iftrinkHHtMa 
fiuoily  being  of  Freabytarian  and  Whig  priacipki. 
87*         I 
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"  Because,'  ansivered  JuKan,  firmly,  "  if  I  go,  little 
/lioe  must  stay  alone  with  you." 

"You  are  a  gallant  fellow."  said  th^  lady,  "and 
will  not  disgrace  your  blooo,  which  never  leA  the 
weak  without  protection." 

The  boy  understood  her  not,  and  still  gaxed  with 
anxious  -appichension,  first  on  her  who  addressed 
him,  and  then  upon  his  little  companion,  whose  eyes, 
-with  the  vacant  glance  of  infancy,  wandered  from 
the  figure  of  the  Lady  to  that  of  her  companion  and 
protector,  and  at  length,  infocted  by  a  portion  of  the 
'tear  which  the  letters  magnanimons  efforts  could 
•  not  entirely  conceal,  she  fiew  into  JuHan's  arms,  and, 
dinging  to  him,  greatly  augmented  his  alSrm,  and,  by 
■creaming  aloudi  rendered  it  very  difficult  for  him  to 
aToid  the  sympatnetic  feas  which  impelled  him  to  do 
the  sam& 

There  was  something  in  the  manner  and  bearing 
of  this  unexpected  inmate,  which  might  Justify  awe 
'•t  least,  if  not  fear,  when  joined  to  the  singular  and 
mysterious  mode  in  which  she  had  made  her  appear- 
ance. Her  dress  was  not  remarkable,  being  the  hood 
•nd  female  riding  attire  of  the  time,  such  as  was 
worn  by  the  infenof  class  of  gentlewomen  ;  but  her 
black  hair  was  very  long,  and,  several  locits  having 
escaped  from  under  her  hood,  hung  down  dishevelled 
oq  her  neck  and  shoulders.  Her  eyes  were  deep  black, 
'keen,  and  piercing,  and  her  features  had  something  of 
«  foreign  expressiori .  When  she  spoke,  her  language 
was  markea  by  a  slight  foreign  accent,  although,  in 
oonstnietion,  it  was  pure  English.  Her  slightest 
tone  a'nd  gesture  had  the  air  of  one  accustomed  to 
command  and  to  be  obeyed ;  the  recollection  of  which 
probably  suggested  to  Julian  the  apokosy  he  after- 
wards made  for  being  frightened,  that  ne  took  the 
•tranger  for  an  "enchanted  queen. 

While  the  stranger  lady  and  the  children  thus  con- 
fronted each  other,  two  persons  entered  almoat  at  the 
Mme  instant,  but  from  different  doors,  whose  haste 
showed  that  they  had  been  alarmed  by  the  screams  of 
the  latter. 

Tho  first  was  Mator  Bridgenorth.  whose  ears  had 
been  alarmed  with  the  cries  of  his  child  as  he  entered 
the  Hall,  which  corresponded  with  what  was  called 
the  gilded  chamber.  His  intention  had  been  to  re- 
main in  the  more  public  apartment,  until  the  Lady 
Peverii  should  make  her  appearance,  with  the  good- 
natured  purpose  of  assuring  her  that  the  preceding 
day  of  tumult  hafi  passed  in  every  respect  agreeably 
to  his  friends,  and  without  any  of  those  alamiing 
consequences  which  might  have  been  apprehended 
Trom  a  collision  betwixt  the  parties.  But  when  it  is 
considered  how  severely  he  had  been  agitated  by  ap- 
prehensions for  his  child's  safety  and  health,  too  well 
nistified  by  the  fate  of  those  who  had  preceded  her,  it 
will^not  be  thought  surprising  that  the  infantine 
screams  of  Alice  induced  him  to  break  through  the 
barriers  of  form,  and  intrude  farther  into  the  interior 
of  the  house  than  a  sense  of  strict  propriety  might 
have  warranted. 

,He  burst  into  the  gilded  chamber,  therefore,  by  a 
side-door  and  narrow  pai?saee.  which  communicated 
betwixt  that  apartment  and  the  hall,  and,  snatching 
the  child  up  in  his  arms,  endeavoured,  by  a  thousand 
caresses,  to  stifle  the  screams  which  burst  yet  more 
violently  from  the  little  girl,  on  beholding  herself  in 
the  arms  of  one  to  whose  voice  and  manner  she  was, 
but  for  one  brief  interview,  an  entire  strnnger. 

Of  course,  Alice's  shrieks  were  redouoleti,  and 
•eoonded  by  those  of  Julian  Pfveril,  who,  on  the 
appearance  of  this  second  intruder,  was  fnchtened 
into  resignation  of  every  more  manly  idea  of  rescue 
than  that  which  consisted  in  invoking  assistance  at 
,  ibe  very  top  of  his  lungs. 

Alarmed  by  this  noise,  which  in  half  a  minute 
Decame  very  clamorous,  Lady  Pcveril,  with  whose 
apartment  tne  gilded  chamber  was  connected  by  a 
privatedoorof  communication  opening  into  her  ward- 
robe, entered  on  the  Bct»ne.  The  instant  she  appeared, 
the  little  Alice,  extricating  herself  from  the  grasp  of 
her  father,  ran  towards  her  protectress,  and  when  she 
bad  once  taken  hold  of  her  skirts,  not  only  became 
tilenl,  but  turned  her  large  blue  eves,  m  which  the 
Isafs  were  still  glistening,  with  a  look  of  wonder 


rather  than  alariiL  towards  the  strange  lady.  Juiiao 
manfully  brandished  his  reed,  a  weapon  which  be 
had  never  parted  with  during  the  whole  alaniLind 
stood  prepared  to  assist  his  mother  if  there  shoiudbe 
danger  in  tlie  encounter  betwixt  her  and  the  stranger. 

In  fact,  it  might  have  puzzled  an  older  person  to 
account  tor  the  sudden  and  confused  pause  whidi 
the  Lady  Peverii  made,  aa  she  gazed  on  her  unex- 
pected guest,  as  if  dubious  whether  she  did  or  did  lut 
recognise,  in  her  stilPbeautifnl  though  wasted  anrf 
emaciated  features,  a  countenance  which  she  had 
known  well  under  tar  different  circumstances. 

The  stranger  seemed  to  understand  her  canse  of 
hesitation,  for  she  said  in  that  heart-thiilling  voioa , 
which  was  peculiarly  her  own— 

"Time  and  misfortune  have  changed  me  moch, 
Margaret— that  everv  mirror  telle  me— yet,  methinb, 
Margaret  Stanley  might  s|ill  have  known  Charlotte 
de  la  Tremouille.^* 

The  Lady  Peverii  was  little  in  the  custom  of  giriqg 
way  to  sudden  emotion,  but  \n  the  present  case  sin 
threw  herself  on  her  knees  in  a  rapture  of  mingM 
joy  and  grief,  and,  half  embracing  those  of  tbe 
stranger,  exclaimed,  in  broken  language— 

"My  kind,  my  noble  benefactress— the  princely 
Countess  of  Derby— the  royal  Queen  in  Blan-iwM 
I  doubt  your  voice,  your  features,  for  a  momcnt-Oi 
forgive,*  forgive  me  T 

The  Countess  raised  the  suppliant  kinswoman  of 
her.husband's  hfuse,  with  all  the  grace  of  one  ace» 
tomed  from  early  birth  to  receive  homage  and  to  gnsl 
protection.  She  kissed  the  Lady  Pevehl's  foreheat 
and  passed  her  hand  in  a  caressing  manner  over  k 
face  as  she  said— 

"You  too  are  changed,  my  fair  oouatn,  bnt  it  is  i 
change  becomes  you,  from  a  pretty  and  timid  maiJes 
to  a  sage  and  comely  matron.  But  my  own  metoorf, 
which  I  once  held  a  good  one,  has  failed  me  vmag^t 
if  (his  gentleman  be  Sir  €Jeoffrey  Peverii." 

"  A  kind  and  good  neighbour  only,  madan,"  aaid 
Lady  Peveiil  j  "Sir  Geoflrey  is  at  Court." 

"  I  understood  so  much,  said  the  Comteai  ol 
Derby,  "  when  I  arrived  here  last  night" 

"  How,  madam !"  said  Lady  Pevenl— "  Didyoaar 
rive  at  Martindale  Castle— at  the  house  of  MarRn^ 
Stanley,  where  you  have  such  right  to  conunand, 
and  did  not  announce  your  presence  to  her  f* 

"  O,  I  know  you  are  a  dutiful  subiect,  MargaTCt 
answered  the  Countess,  "though  it  be  in  these  dar* 
a  rare  character— but  it  was  our  pleasure,"  t^w  addci 
with  a  smile,  "to  travel  incognito— ana  finding jr« 
engas^ed  in  general  hospitality,  ^  we  desired  not  (• 
disturb  you  with  our  royal  presence." 

"  But  how  and  where  were  you  lodged,  madamr 
said  Lady  Peverii ;  "  or  whv  should  you  have  kepj 
secret  a  visit  which  would,  if  made,  haveaugmenw 
tenfold  the  happiness  of  every  true  heart  that  rejoicad 
here  yesterday  r' 

"  ftfy  lodging  was  well  cared  for  by  Ellesmew-' 
yonr  I^llesinerc  now,  as  she  was  formerly  mine— wj 
has  acted  as  quartermaster  ere  now,  you  know,  and 
on  a  broader  scale ;  you  must  excuse  her— she  had 
my  positive  order  to  lodge  mo  in  the  most  #scret  yait 
of  your  Castle"— (here  she  pointed  to  the  slidiaj 
panel)—"  she  obeyed  orders  m  that,  and  I  «uw)S" 
also  in  sending  you  now  hither."  i  x, 

"  Indeed  I  have  not  yet  seen  her,"  said  the  lady* 
"  and  therefore  was  totally  ignorant  of  a  visit  so  joy- 
ful, so  anrprising." 

"And  I,'*  said  the  Countess,  " was  eoaaUy  aaf* 
prised  to  find  none  but  these  beatitifnl  children  in  tbc 
apartment  where  I  thought  I  heard  you  moving. 
Our  ElJesmere  has  beaime  silly— your  «ood-naniri 
haa  spoiled  her— she  has  forgotten  the  disci^ineabe 
learned  under  me."  . 

"  I  saw  her  run  through  the  wood,"  said  ike.  ^11^ 
Pevenl,  after  a  moment's  recollection,."  undoubtedly 
to  6eek  the  person  who  has  charge  of  thechildrei^ 
in  order  to  remove  them." 

"  Vour  own  darlings.  I  doubt  not,"  said  the  Count 
CSS,  looking  at  the  children.  "  Margaret,  Providence 
has  hlesstd  you." 

"That  is  my  son,"  said  Lady  Peverii,  pointing  w 
Julian,  who  stood  devouring  their  diaoouras  wi^ 
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Eedy^ear  I  "  the  little  gsri— I  m^y  oall  mme  ttxK" 
jor  BtiajseBortb,  wbo  nad  in  we  meandrae  again 
tiken  up  his  iqfant^  and  was  engaged  in  caressing  it, 
lel  it  down  as  the  Countess  of  Derby  spoke,  sighed 
deeply,  and  walked  towards  thevOriel  window.  He 
was  well  aware  that  the  ordinaiy  rules  of  courtesy 
woUld  have  rendered  itjproper  that  he  should  withdraw 
entirely,  or  at  least  ofler  to  do  so;  but  he  was  not  a 
man  of  ceremonious  poUtene|^  and  he  had  a  particu* 
lar  interest  in  the  subjects  olrwhich  the  C^ountess's 
discourse  was  likdy  to  turn,  which  induced  him  to 
dispense  with  ceremony.  The  ladies  seemed  indeed 
scarce  to  notice  his  presence.  The  Coontess  had 
DOW  assumed  a  chair,  and  motioned  to  the  Lsdy 
Peveril  to  sit  upon  a  stool  which  was  placed  by 
her  ^ide.  "  W^  will  have  old  times  once  inore^ 
Jiongh  there  are  here  no  roaring  of  rebel  ghns  to 
drive  you  to  take  refuge  at  my  side,  and  almost  in  my 
pocket.'' 

"1  have  a  gun,  madam,"  said  little  Julian,  "and 
the  park-keeper  is  to  teach  me  how  to  fire  it  next 
year." 

"I  will  list  you  for  ray  soldier^  then,"  said  the  Count- 
ess. 

"Ladies  have  no  soldiers,"  said  the  boy,  looking 
wistfully  at  her. 

^  He  has  the  true  mascntine  contempt  of  our  frail 
SSK,  I  see,"  said  the  Countess  $  "  it  is  bom  with  the 
insolent varlets  of  mankind,  and  shows  itself  as  soon 
as  ^hey  are  out  of  their  locff  ciotlies.— Did  Ellesmere 
never  tell  you  of  Latham-House  and  Charlotte  of 
Derby,  my  little  master!" 

"  A  thousand  thousand  timeei"  said  the  boy,  colour- 
ing; "and  how  the  Queen  of  Man  defended  it  six 
vseks  against  three  thousand  Roundheads,  nnder 
Hague  Harrison  the  butcher." 

*^It  was  your  mother  defended  Latham-House," 
takl  the  Countess,  "  not  I,  my  little  soldier— Hadst 
thou  been  there,  thou  hadst  been  the  best  captain  of 
the  three." 

"  Do  not  say  so,  madam,"  said  the  boy, "  for  mam- 
ma would  not  touch  a  gun  for  all  the  universe." 

"Not  I,  indeed,  Jalian,"  said  his  mother:  "there 
I  was  for  certain,  but  as  useless  a  part  of  the  garri- 
son"  

"  You  forget,"  said  the  Countess.  **  you  nursed  our 
hospital,  and  made  lint  for  the  solaiers'  wounds." 

"  But  did  not  papa  come  to  help  youl"  said  Julian. 

"  Papa  came  at  last,"  said  the  Cfonnress, "  and  so  did 
Prince  Rupert— but  not,  I  think,  till  they  were  both 
heartily  wished  for.— Do  you  remember  that  morning, 
Margaret,  when  the  roundheaded  knaves,  that  kept  us 
pent  up  80  long,  retreated. without  bag  or  baggage^  at 
the  first  dance  of  the  Prince's  standards  appeanng 
on  the  hill— and  how  yOn  took  every  high'^rested  cap- 
tain you  saw  for  Peveril  of  the  Peak,  that  had  been 
your  parrnet  three  months  before  at  the  Queen's 
maakl  Xav,  never  blush  for  the  thought  of  it— it 
was  an  honesi  affection— and  though  it  was  the  music 
of  trumpets  that  accompanied  you  both  to  the  old 
chapel,  which  was  almost  entirely  ruined  by  the 
enemy's  bullets;  and  though  Prince  Rupert,  when 
he  gave  you  away  at  the  altar,  was  clad  in  buff  and 
bandaiier,  with  pistols  in  his  belt,  yet  I  trust  these 
warlike  signs  were  no  type  of  future  discord  1" 

"Heaven  has  been  kmd  to  me,"  said  Lady  Pe- 
veril, "  in  blessing  me  with  an  ofrcctionate  husband." 

"  And  in  preserving  him  to  you,"  said  the  Countess, 
with  a  deep  sigh;  "^ while  mine,  alas!  sealed  with 
his  blood  his  devotion  to  his  king*— O,  had  he  lived 
to  see  this  day!" 

"  Alas !  alas  I  that  he  was  not  permitted !"  an- 
swered La<)y  Peveril ;  "  how  had  that  brave  and  noble 
Barl  rejoiced  in  the  unhoped-for  redemption  of  our 
captivity  I" 

The  Countess  looked  on  Lady  Peveril  with  an  air 
of  surprise. 

"Thou  hast  not  then  heard,  coulin,  how  it  stands 
with  our  house?— How  indeed  had  my  noble  lord 
wondered,  had  he  been  told  that  the  very  monarch 
lur  whom  he  had  laid  down  his  noble  life  on  the  scaf- 

*  IV  Earl  of  Deri)/  and  Kioff  in  Man  was  beheaded  at  Bolton- 
oii-ilw*-MnnrB.  aflflr  havlttc  boen  made  isjsooer  in  a  previoui  aki^ 
ffiibrnVigcauLaiM. 


fold  at  Bohon-Ie-Moor,,8houfd  make  it  bis  first  tot 
of  restored  monarchy  to  complete  the  destruction  of 
our  property,  already  well-nigh/ ruined  in  the  royal 
caasa  and  to  persecute  me  his  widow !" 

"  You  astonish  me,  madam !"  said  the  Lady  Pe- 
veril. "  It  cannot  be,  that  you— that  you,  the  wife 
of  the  gallant,  the  faithful,  the  murdered  EaH— you, 
Countess  of  Derby,  and  Queen  in  Man— you,  who 
took  on  you  even  the  character  of  a  soldier,  and 
seemed  a  man  when  so  many  men  proved  women— 
that  TOO  should  sustain  evil  from  the  event  which  has 
fulfilled— exceeded— the  hopes  of  every  faithful  sub- 
ject—it candt  be !" 

"  Thou  nt  as  simple,  I  see.  in  this  world's  know- 
ledge as  ever,  my  fair  cousin/  answered  the  Count 
ess.  "  This  restoration,  which  has  given  others  su 
curity,  has  placed  me  in  danger— this  change  yfhieh 
relieved  other  royalists,  scarce  less  zealous,  j  pre- 
sume to  think,  than  I— has  sent  me  here  a  rugitive, 
and  in  concealment,  to  beg  shelter  and 'assistance 
from  you,  fair  cousin."  * 

"  From  me,"  answered  the  Lady  Peveril—"  from 
me.  whose  youth  your  kindness  sheltered— from  the 
wife  of  Peveril,  your  gallant  Lord's  companion  in  * 
arms— you  have  a  right  to  command  everj'  thing! 
but,  alas !  that  you  should  need  such  assistance  as  I 
can  render— forgive  me,  but  it  ^ms  like  some  ill-  • 
omened  vision  of  the  night— I  listen  to  ^our  words 
as  if  I  hoped  to  be  relieved  from  their  painful  import 
by  awaking." 

"  It  is  indeed  a  dream— a  vision,"  said  the  Cqantess 
of  Derby ;  "but  it  needs  no  seer  to  read  it— the  ex- 
planation hath  been  long  since  given— Put  not  your 
faith  in  princes.  I  can  soon  remove  your  surprise.— 
This  gentleman,  your  friend,  is  doubtless  honeat  ?"  . 
,  The  Lady  Peveril  well  knew  that  the  Cavalierai 
like  other  factions,  usurped  to  themselves  the  exclu- 
sive denomination  of  the  honest  party,  and  she  felt 
some  difiiculty  in  explaining  thai  her  visiter  was  not 
honest  in  that  sense  of  the  word. 

"  Had  we  not  better  retire,  madam,"  she  said  to 
tho  Countess,  rising,  as  if  in  order  to  attend  her.  But 
the  Countess  retained  her  seat. 

"  It  was  but  a  question  of  habit,"  she  said :  "  the  gen- 
tleman's principles  are  nothing  to  me,  for  what  I 
have  to  tell  you  is  witjely  blazed,  and  I  care  not  wbo 
hears  my  share  of  it.  You  remember-you  must 
have  heard,  for  I  think  Margaret  Stanley  would  not 
be  indifferent  to  mv  fate— that  after  my  husband's 
murder  at  Bolton,  x  took  up  the  standard  which  he 
never-dropped  until  his  death,  and  displayed  it  witl^ 
my  own  hAnd  in  our  Sovereignty  of  Man. 

I  did  indeed  hear  so,  madam,"  said  the  Lady 
Peveril;  "and  that  you  had  bidden  a  bold  defiance 
to  the  rebel  government,  even  after  all  other  parts  of 
Britain  had  submitted  to  them.  My  husband.  Sir . 
Geoffrey,  designed  at  one  time  to  have  gone  to  your 
assistance  witli  some  Tew  followers;  but  we  learnt 
that  the  island  was  rendered  to  (he  Parliament  party, 
and  that  you,  dearest  lady,  were  ihrpwn  into  prison. 

^ "  But  you  heard  not,"  said  tne  Countess,  "  how  that 
disaster  Defell  me.— Margaret,  I  would  have  held  out 
that  island  against  the  knaves  as  long  as  the  sea  con- 
tinued to  flow  around  it.  Till  the  shoals  which  sur- 
round it  had  become  safe  anchorage— till  its  precipicea 
had  melted  beneath  the  sunshine— till  of  all  its  strong 
abodes  and  castles,  not  one  stone  remained  unon 
another,  would  I  have  defended  against  these  villan- 
ous  hypocritical  rebels  my  dear  husband's  hereditary 
dominion.  The  little  kingdom  of  3Ian  should  have 
been  yielded  only  when  not  an  arm  was  left  to  wield 
a  sword,  not  a  finger  to  draw  a  trigger  in  its  defence. 
But  treachery  did  what  force  couta  never  have  done. 
When  we  had  foiled  various  attempts  upon  the  «oUna 
by  open  force— treason  accomplished  what  Blake  and 
Lawson,  with  their  fioaling  castles,  had  found  too 
hazardous  an  enteTprise— a  base  rebel,  whom  we  had 
nursed  in  our  own  bosoms,  betrayed  us  to  the  enemy. 
This  wretch  was  named  Christian" 

Major  Bridgenorth  started  and  turned  towards  the 
speaker,  but  instantly  seemed  to  recollect  himself^ 
and  again  averted  his  face.  The  Coun less  proceeded, 
without  noticing  the  interruption,  which,  however, 
rather  surprised  Lady  Peveril,  who  was  acquainted 
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m}ih  her  netghboar't  general  babits  of  mdifFerence 
and  apathjr,  and  thcreibre  the  more  eurpriwd  at  his 
testifying  such  sudden  symptoms  of  interest  She 
would  onqe  igain  have  moved  the  Countess  to  retir  • 
to  another  apartment,  but  Lady  Derby  proceeded  with 
Coo  much  yeaemence  to  endure  interruption. 

"  This  christian,"  she  said,  "  bad  eat  of  my  lord 
his  sovereign's  bread^  and  drank  of  bis  cup,  even 
from  childhood— for  his  fathers  had  been  faithful  ser- 
vants to  the  House  of  Man  and  Derbv.  He  himself 
.  nad  fought  bravely  by  my  huaband's  side,  and  enjoyed 
all  his  confidence;  and  when  my  prinoelv  Earl  was 
martyred  by  the  rebels,  he  recommej^ed  to  me, 
amongst  other  instructions  oommunicaSd  in  the  last 
messa^  I  received  from  biin,  to  continue  my  confi- 
dence  in  Christian's  fidelity.  I  obeyecL  although  I 
never  loved  the  man.  He  was  cold  andf  phlegmatic, 
and  utterly  devoid  of  that  sacred  fire  which  is  the  in- 
centive  to  lioble  deeds,  suspected  too  of  leaning  to 
the  cold  metaphysics  of  CaUinistic  subtlety.  But  he 
was  brave,  wise,  snd  experienceil,  and,  as  the  event 
proved,  {possessed  hut  too  much  interest  with  the 
islanders.^  When  these  rude  people  saw  themselves 
without  hope  of  relief,  and  pressed  by  a  blockade^ 

E'   ch  brought  want  and  disease  into  their  island, 
began  to  fall  oflf  fronl  the  faith  which  they  baa 
erto  shown." 
t       ''  VVhat !"  said  the  Lady  Peveril,  **  could  they  foraet 
what  was  due  to  the  widow  of  their  benefactor— we 
who  had  shared  with  the  senerous  Derby  the  task  of 
bettering  their  condition  7" 

"Do  not  blame  them,**  said  the  CofintesB;  "the 
rude  herd  acted  but  according  to  their  kind— in  pre- 
sent distress  they  forgot  former  benefit<^  and,  nursed 
in  their  earthen  hovels,  with  spirits  suited  to  their 
dwellings,  they  were  incapable  of  £eelin^  the  glory 
whish  18  attached  to  constancy  in  suflering.  But 
that  Christian  should  have  headed  their  revolt— that 
he,  born  a  gentleman,  and  bred  under  my  murdered 
Derby's  own  care  in  all  that  was  chivalrous  and  noble 
—that  fu  should  have  forgot  a  hundred  benefits— 
.  why  do  I  talk  of  benefits  ?— that  he  should  have  for- 
gotten that  kindly  intercourse  which  binds  man  to 
man  far  more  than  the  reciprocity  of  obligation— that 
he  should  have  headed  the  rumans  who  i)roke  sud- 
denly into  my  apartment— immured  me  with  my  in- 
fants in  one  of  my  own  ensiles,  and  assumed  or 
usurped  the  tyranny  of  the  island— that  this  should 
have  been  done  by  William  Christian,  my  vassal,  my 
servant,  my  friena,  was  a  deed  of  ungratenil  treachery, 
which  even  this  age  of  treason  will  scarcely  parallel  I 
'  "  And  you  were  then  imprisoned,"  said  the  Lady 
Peveril,  ''and  in  your  own  sovereignty!" 

V  For  more  than  seven  years  I  have  endured  strict 
captivity,"  said  the  Countess.  "  I  was  indeed  offered 
my  liberty,  and  even  some  means  of  support,  if  I 
•  would  have  consented  to  leave  the  island,  and  pledge 
my  word  that  I  would  not  endeavour  to  repossess  my 
son  in  his  father's  rights.  But  they  little  knew  the 
princely  house  from  which  I  spring,  and  as  little  the 
royal  house  of  Stanley  which  I  uphold,  who  hoped  to 
humble  Charlotte  of  Tremouille  rnto  so  base  a  com- 
position. I  would  rather  have  starved  in  the  darkest 
and  lowest  vault  of  Rushin  Castle,  than  have  con- 
sented to  aught  which  might  diminish  in  one  hair's 
breadth  the  right  of  my  son  over  his  father's  sove- 
reignty." 

•^And  could  not  your  firmness,  in  a  case  where 
hope  seemed  lost,  induce  them  to  be  generous,  and 
dismiss  you  without  conditions?" 

"  They  knew  me  better  than  thou  dost,  wench," 
answered  the  Countess;  "once  at  liberty,  I  had  not 
been  long  without  the  means  of  disturbing  their 
usurpation,  and  Christian  would  have  as  soon  un- 
caged a  honess  to  combat  wjih,  as  have  given  me 
the  slightest  power  of  returning  to  the  struggle  wiUi 
him.  But  time  had  liberty  and  revenj^e  in  store— I 
nad  still  friends  and  partisans  in  the  island,  though 
they  were  compelled  to  give  way  to  the  storm.  Even 
among  the  islanders  at  large,  most  had  been  disap- 
pointed in  the  eflects  which  they  expected  from  the 
change  of  power.  They  wore  loaded  with  exactions 
by  their  new  masters,  their  privileges  were  abridged, 
f  nd  their  unmunities  abolished,  under  th^  pretext  of 


radocing  then  to  the  same  condHioQ  nitk  tlie«te 
subjects  of  the  pretended  ivpublie:  When  tbeim 
arrived  of  the  changes  whidi  %rere  current  ioBrili^ 
these  sentiments  were  privately  comraanieataitaii 
CaicDtt  and  others  acted  with  great  seal  and  Mt, 
and  a  rising,  efleoied  as  suddenly  and  eflectnRf  t 
that  which  had  made  ilie  a  captife^  )»laoed  nif 
liberty,  and  in  possession  of  the  Sovemfnty  of  Ih^ 
as  Regent  lor  my  son,  the  yoothfbl  Earl  of  MfL 
Do  you  think  I  enioyn  that  sovoeigntT  loogviik^ 
doing  justice  on  tnst  trsitor  Chrisnan  T  ^ 

"How,  madam,"  ssid  Udy  Perail,  who,  tls# 
she  knew  the  bi^  and  ambitious  sfHrit  of  tlieOMi 
esS|  scarce  anticipated  the  extremities  to  vfaidir 
was  capable  of  hurrying  hft— "  Have  yon 
Chrisuanr' 

"Ay,  wench,— in  that  sore  piisen  wMch  felai 
ver  breaks  from,"  answered  ine  Ooontess. 

Bridgenorth,  who  had  insensibly  approacbcd 
and  was  listening  with  an  s«Dny  of  intemt 
he  was  unable  any  longer  to  suppress,  biokei 
the  stem  exclsmation— 

"  Lady,  I  trust  yon  have  not  dared" 

The  Countess  interrupted  him  in  her  tun. 

"  I  know  not  who  you  are  who  qocslioB-s 
know  not  me  when  you  speak,  to  me  of  that 
dare,  or  dare  not,  do.    But  you  seem  inteniie  ^ 
fate  of  this  Chnstian,  and  you  shall  bearit-|i 
no  sooner  placed  in  possession  of  my  righdiilir 
than  I  ordered  the  Dempster  of  the  iilaad  ii' 
upon  the  traitor  a  ^igb  Conn  of  Jostioe,  «iili 
formalities  of  the  isle,  as  prescribed  in  its  oU 
cords.    The  Court  was  bold  in  the  open  tk, 
the  Dempster  and  the  Keys  of  the  iabind,  m 
under  the  vaulted  cope  of  heaven,  and  seatal 
terrace  of  the  Zonwald  Hill,  whereof  oUIh 
Scald  held  their  courts  of  Jud|;iiient.   The 
was  heard  at  length  in  nis  own  defien^ 
amounted  to  little  more  than  those  spec' 
tions  of  public  consideration,  which  are 
colour  the  ugly  front  of  treason.    He  w 
vicied  of  his  crime,  and  he  received  the 
traitor." 

"But  which,  I  trust,  is  not  yet  exeeom^ 
Ladv  Peveril,  not  without  an  involuntary  i' 

"  Vou  are  a  fool,  MaiKsret,"  said  the  . 
sharply;  "  think  you  I  delayed  such  an  actofj 
until  some  wretcoed  intrigues  of  the  new  t^ 
Court  might  have  prompted  their  inter£Brew*'^ 
wench— he  passed  from  the  judgment-seit  i», 
place  of  execution,  with  no  farther  delay  thai 
be  necessary  for  his  soul' s  sake.  He  was  shot  to 
by  a  file  of  musketeers  in  the  common  pboeoi 
cution,  called  Hango-hill."* 

•TheiMdtrwinilnd.mui  ApiMndK  Co  the  kSiiMl 
account  or  this  trat«dy,  u  roiated  by  om  whoanr^  f*"," 
vour  the  snflerer.  It  miirt  be  ulmitUMi,  oa  tbe  otekui' 
Captain  Chrutjan'i  trial  and  execution  wnc  eoododad  ttan 
to  tbe  laws  of  tho  island.  He  waa  tried  in  all  dw  bn.  V 
Dempatcr.  or  chwf  judfo,  then  named  Nonii.  Ibe  Kefs«ni»ii 
and  otlicr  constituted  authoritiep,  makmr  wfaal  ii  caMi  ip 
court  This  word,  yet  leCalnod  fa  many  parts  afdcatitM-ft 
VaUia  Ne^otU,  and  is  antliod  to  thoM  artificial  bM"""^ 
were  in  ancient  times  aasiyned  to  the  meetinK  efd*  wIsM 


for  holding  thetr  Comi/ia.    It — , , 

ciisation  against  Christian  were  found  fully  nlevaal,  im  I 
lelused  to  plead  at  the  bar,  that  lie  was,  acooc^of  to  tlv  p 
Man.  most  rasUy  senioooed  to  death.  It  was  also  •<*«■■ 
time  was  left  for  appeal  to  Enaiaod,  as  ho  wai  aiipwtowwl 


the  end  of  Bepteraber,  and  not  executed  until  theSd  JtiM 
These  doftnces  were  made  tbr  tlio  various  officen  of  «■ 
Man  called  belbro  the  Privy  Council,  on  aeoomt  «r  (w 


death,  and  supported  with  many  suotaiionB  fiora  the  kei< 
Island,  and  apyiev  to  have  been  veooivad  —  asBMfiwUSi 
ibr  their  shaie  in  those  proceeding*.  j 

!  sm  obliged  to  thp  present  roveteod  Tiear  of  Mslew,  far  »J 
lifietlaxtmcttotKeibllowinff«<nH!t:— ""  '     ~  *      " 
Mr.  Wir       -  •   •       --      *•      • 

death  a 

and  coundfteously,  i 

excellent  speech,  i 

kirkMatew."  ^  ^ 

It  is  certain  that  the  death  of  WQUam  ChmtiaB  M^^ 
deep  bnpression  upon  the  minds  of  the  kdandeiSraDd  a3ir.<r^ 
orColquit was muf h blamed 6n the oecasfen.  TwoMMrmcL 
are  worth  pteservation  as  oocumn/r  at  hweaeutiwi  Tgjg 
on  which  he  stood  was  eofeiedwwiwfaeeblakeli  netMH 
mixht  not  tkll  on  tho  ground  ;  and,  secondly,  w  pracasmiR 
unneoosfary,  for,  the  musket  wounds  bieedmt  ailemulr<  •■ 
wan  no  outward  offiuion  of  Uood.  ^    ^.l 

Many  on  the  Inland  ctoriyChrkUan's  goDt  >l*<f^'%! 


•ikA9,m 


PEVERIL  OF  THE  PEAK.    • 


Bridgenorth  dteped  his  hands  together,  wrung 
them,  nnd  groaned  bitterly. 

"As  you  seem  intere8t<^  for  this  criminal,"  added 
the  Countess,  addressing  Bridgenorth,  "  I  do  him  but 
jnttiee  in  reporting  to  you,  that  his  death  was  firm 
tod  manly,  becommg  the  general  tenor  of  his  life, 
which,  but  for  that  gross  act  of  traitorous  ingratitude, 
hid  been  fair  and  honourable.  But  what  of  that  7 
The  hypocrite  is  a  saint^  and  th^  false  traitor  a  man 
of  hoDour^  till  opportunity,  that  faithful  touchstone, 
proves  their  metal  to  be  base." 

"It  is  false,  woman— it  is  false!*'  said  Bridgenorth, 
00  Ion Jer  suppressing  his  indignation. 

"What  means  this  beoring,  Master  Bridgenorth  1" 
nid  Lady  Peveril,  much  surprised.  "  What  is  this 
Christian  tu  you,  that  yon  should  insult  the  Countess 
•f  Dcrbf  under  my  roof?" 

"  Speak  not  to  me  of  Countesses  and  of  ceremo- 
iRes,"  said  Bridgenorth;  '* grief  and  anger  leave  me 
DO  leisure  for  idle  observances,  to  humour  the  vanity 
•f  overgrown  childien.— <)h  Christian— worthy,  well 
worthy,  of  the  name  thou  diast  bear !  My  fnend— 
■y  brother— the  brother  of  my  blessed  Alice— the 
duly  friend  of  my  desolate  estate!  art  thou  then 
enidly  murdered  by  a  female  fury,  who,  hut  for  thee, 
baddeservedly  paid  with  her  own  blood  that  of  God*s 
Mints,  which  she,  as  well  as  her  tjnrant  husband,  had 
^Ued  like  water!— Yea,  cruel  murderess!"  he  con- 
tiQBed,  addressing  the  Countess,  "  he  whom  thou  hast 
batehered  in  thy  insane  vengeance,  sacrificed  for 
ntnjr  a  year  the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience  to 
ihe  interest  of  thv  family,  and  did  not  desert  it  till 
thvfHntic  zeal  for  royalty  had  well-nigh  brought  to 
uder  perdition  the  little  community  in  which  he  was 
born.  Even  in  confinmg  thee,  he  acted  but  as  the 
friench  of  the  madman,  who  bind  him  with  iron  for 
kii  own  preservation ;  and  for  Uiee,  as  I  can  be^ 
^Qiess,  he  was  the  only  barrier  between  thee  ana 
Ae  wrath  of  the  Commons  of  England ;  and  but  for 
hii  earnest  remonstrances,  thou  nadst  suffered  the 
pPBalty  of  thy  malignancy,  even  like  the  wicked  wife 
rfAhab." 
"  Master  Bridgenorth,"  said  Lady  Peveril.  **  I  will 
\)w  for  your  impatience,  upon  hearing  these  un- 
msing  ttdings ;  but  there  is  neither  use  nor  propriety 
farther  urging  thia  question.  If  in  your  grief  you 
let  other  restraints,  I  pray  you  to  remember  that 
Countess  is  my  guest  and  kinswoman,  and  is 
ter  such  protection  as  I  can  afford  her.  I  beseech 
.J,  in  simple  courtesy,  to  withdrpw,  as  what  must 
eeas  be  the  beat  and  most  becoming  course  in  these 


ryine  circumstances." 
^'Nay,I 


, .  let  him  remain,"  said  the  Countess,  regard- 

f  him  with  composure,  not  unmingled  vntn  triumph ; 
would  not  have  it  otherwise;  I  would  not  that  r/ly 
ivenge  should  be  summed  up  in  the  stinted  gratifica- 
on  which  Christian's  death  hath  afforded.  This 
ian*B  rude  and  clamorous  grief  only  proves  that 
le  retribution  I  have  dealt  has  been  more  widely  felt 
lan  by  the  wretched  sufferer  himself.  I  would  I 
ne«r  that  it  had  but  made  sore  as  many  rebel  hearts, 
I  there  were  loyal  breasts  afflicted  by  the  death  of 
w  princely  Derby !" 

*'  So  please  you,  madam,"  said  Lady  Peveril,  "  since 
[aster  Bridgenorth  hath  not  the  manners  to  leave  us 
)on  my  request,  we  will,  if  your  ladyship  list&  leave 
iDL  and  retire  to  my  apartment.— Farewell,  Master 
ridgenorth ;  we  will  meet  hereafter  on  better  terms." 
"  rardpn  me,  Madam,"  said  the  Major,  who  had 
*en  atrnirig  hastily  through  the  room,  but  now  stood 
St,  and  drew  himself  up,  as  one  who  has  taken  a 
solution ;— "  to  yourself  I  have  nothing  to  say  but 
hat  is  respectful;  but  to  this  woman  I  must, speak 
I  a  magistrate.  »he  has  confessed  a  murder  in  my 
Ksence — the  murder  too  of  my  brother-in-law ;— as 
ttan.  and  asa  magistrate,  I  cannot  permit  her  to  pass 
am  hence,  excepting  under  such  custody  as  may 
"even t  her  farther  Aign  t.  She  h as  alread y  confessed 
lat  she  18  a  fugitive,  and  in  search  of  a  place  of  con- 
«lment,  until  she  should  be  ahk  to  escape  into 
veign  parta.— Charlotte,  Counieip  of  Derby,  I  at- 

ddioae  HMD  of  judgment  and  raipeetabjlity,  who  tro  w  ftr  oft 
mrcm  opinion,  that  thsy  oolr  allow  the  execution  to  have  been 
mac  ia  so  (kr  as  the  oulprii  So^  i^v  a  nUitaxr  mtfaer  than  a  civil 


tach  thee  of  the  crime  of  which  thou  hast  but  now 
made  thy  boast."  « 

"  I  shall  not  obey  your  arrest,"  said  the  Countess^ 
composedly;  "  I  was  borq  to  give,  but  not  to  receive 
such  orders.  What  have  your  English  laws  to  do 
with  my  acts  of  justice  and  of  government,  within 
my  son^B  hereditary  kingdom  1  Am  I  not  Queen  in 
Man,  as  well  as  Countess  of  Derby  1  A  feudatory 
Sovereign  indeed;  but  yet  independent  so  long  as 
my  dues  of  homage  are  duly  diacharged.  What  ngbl 
can  you  assert  over  me?" 

"  That  given  by  the  precept  of  Scripture,"  answered 
Bridgenorth-f"  *^Whoso  spiUeth  man's  blood,  by  man 
shall  his  blood  be  spilled.'  Think  not  that  the  ^ai^ 
barous  privileges  of  ancient  feudal  customs  will  avau 
to  screen  you  from  the  punishment  due  for  an  Eng- 
lishman murdered  upon  pretexts  inconsistent  with 
the  act  of  indemnity." 

"  Master  Bridgenorth,"  said  Lady  Peveril,  "  if  bgr 
fair  terms  you  desist  not  from  your  present  purpoae^ 
I  tell  you  that  I  neither  dare,  nor  will,  permit  any 
violence  against  this  honourable  lady,  within  th« 
walls  of  my  husband's  castle." 

"  You  will  find  yourself  unable  to  prevent  me  from 
executing  my  duty,  madam,"  said  Bndgenorth^  whoae 
native  obstinacv  now  came  in  aid  of  his  gnef  and 
desire  of  revenge;  **I  am  a  magistrate,  and  act  by 
authority," 

"  I  know  not  that,"  said  Lady  Peveril.  "  That  yon 
were  a  nfagistrate^  Master  Bridgenorth,  under  the  laic 
usurping  powers,  1  know  well;  but  till  I  hear  of  your 
having  a  commission  in  the  name  of  the  King,  I  now 
hesitate  to  obey  you  as  such." 

^*  I  shall  stand  on  small  ceremony,"  said  Bridg»^ 
north.  "  Were  I  no  magistrate,  every  man  has  title 
to  arrest  for  murder  against  the  terms  of  the  indemir' 
nities  held  out  by  the  King's  proclamations,  and  I 
will  make  my  point  good." 

"What  indemnities  7  What  proclamations  T'  said 
the  Countess  of  Derby,  indignantly.  "Charles 
Stuart  may,  if  he  pleases,  (and  it  doth  seem  to 
please  him,)  consort  with  those  whose  hands  have 
beea  red  with  the  blood,  and  blackened  with  the 
plunder,  of  his  father  and  of  his  loyal  subjects.  H  j 
may  forgive  them  if  he  will,  and  count  their  deod» 
good  service.  What  has  that  to  do  with  this  Christ- 
ianas offence  against  me  and  mine  1  Bom  a  Manks^ 
man— bred  and  nursed  m  the  island— he  broke 
the  laws  under  which  he  lived,  and  died  fi>r  the 
breach  of  them,  after  the  fair  trial  which  thev  al- 
lowed.—Methinks,  Margaret,  we  have  enough  of 
this  peevish  and  foolish  magistrate— I  attend  you  to  , 
your  apartment."  '  , 

Major  Bridgenorth  placed  himself  betwixt  theit 
and  the  door,  in  a  manner  which  showed  him  deter* 
mined  to  interrupt  their  passage;  when  the  Lady 
Peveril,  who  thought  she  had  already  shown  more 
deference  to  him  m  this  matter  than  her  husband 
was  likely  to  approve  of)  raised  her  voice,  and  called 
loudly  on  her  steward-  Whitaker.  That  alertperson, 
who  had  heard  high  taiUns,  and  a  feniale  voice  with  ^ 
which  he  was  unac^uaintecf,  had  remained  for  eeveriu 
minutes  stationed  in  the  ante-.oom,  much  afiiicted 
with  the  anxiety  of  his  own  curiosity.  Of  course  he 
entered  in  an  instant. 

"  Let  three  of  the  men  instantly  take  arms,"  said 
his  lady ;  "  bring  them  into  the  anto-room,  and  wail 
my  farther  orders." 


CHAPTER  VI. 

You  than  have  no  wone  priaon  than  my  c 
Nor  jailor  than  tajMslf.—Tfu  Captain. 

Tm  command  which  Lady  Peveril  laid  on  her 
domestics  to  arm  them^ielves,  was*  so  unlike  the 
usual  gentle  acquiescence  of  her  manners,  that  Major 
Bridgenoith  was  astonished.  "  How  mean  you,  ma- 
dam!" said  he;  "I  thought  myself  under  a  friendly 

"  And  you  are  so,  Master  Bridgenorth,"  said  the 

death.  1  wflttnrljrilrop  the  Teil  over  a  tramaetioa,  which  look 
place  JlagraniUwa  odtu  at  the  condiuion  of  a  aivU  war.  whaa 
RmDjca  at  leaat  wa«  awaJie  if  Justice  elepL 


Lndy  Pevcril,  without  dej>«rHng  from  the  natural 
cohnneHa  of  her  voice  ami  manner;  "but  it  is  a  roof 
which  niU9t  not  be  violated  by  the  outrage  of  one 
friend  against  another." 

"  It  is  well,  madam,"  said  Bridgenorih,  turning  to 
the  door  of  the  apartment.  "The  worthy  Master 
Sola^ace  has  already  foretold,  that  the  time  was  re- 
turned when  high  houses  and  proud  names  should  be 
once  more  an  excuse  for  the  crimes  of  those  who  in- 
habit the  one  and  bear  the  other.  I  believed  him  not. 
but  now  sec  he  is  wiser  than  I.  Yet  think  not  I  will 
endure  this  tamely.  The  blood  of  my  brother— of  the 
friend  of  my  bosom—shall  not  long  call  from  the  al- 
^fo       ^ "*  * 


tar,  *  How  long,  O  Lord,  how  long !'  If  there  is  one 
^P|rk  of  justice  left  in  this  unhappy  England,  that 
proud  woman  and  I  shall  meet  where  she  can  have 
no  partial  friend  to  protect  her." 

So  saying,  he  was  about  to  leave  the  apartment, 
when  Lady  Pevetil  said,  "  Vou  depart  not  fhim  this 
place,  Master  Bridgenorth,  unless  you  give  me  your 
word  to  renounce  all  purpose  against  the  noble  Count- 
ess's liberty  upon  the  present  occasion." 

"  1  would  sooner,"  he  answered,  "  subscribe  to  my 
'  own  dishonour,  madam,  written  down  in  express 
words,  than  to  any«uch  composition.  If  any  man 
oif'erB  to  interrupt  me,  his  blood  be  on  his  head !"  As 
Major  Bridgenorth  spoke,  Whitoker  threw  open  the 
doory  and  showed  that,  with  the  alertness  of  an  old 
soldier,  who  was  not  displeased  at  seeing  things  tend 
once  more  towards  a  state  of  warfare,  he  hffi  got 
vith  him  four  stout  fellows  in  the  Knight  of  the 
Peak's  livery,  well  armed  with  swords  aiidcarabines, 
buff-coatfl,  and  pistols  at  their  girdles. 

"I  will  see,"  said  Major  Bridgenorth,  "if  any  of 
these  men  be  so  desperate  as  to  stop  me,  a  freebom 
Englishman,  and  a  magistrate,  in  the  discharge  of 


PEVERIL  OF  THE  Pfif  K.  lOun  H 

vcnience;  and  a  mesMgo  eball  relieve  y«irdoae»> 
tics  of  the  anxiety  which  your  absence  from  ibeHall 
is  not  unlikely  to  occasion.  When  a  few  boura,  at 
most  two  days,  arc  over,  I  will  myself  rdien  yoo 
from  confinement,  dtid  demand  your  pardon  foi  now 
acting  as  yodr  obstinacy  compels  me  to  do." 

The  Major  made  no  answer,  but  that  he  was  ia  her 
handsL  and  must  submit  to  her  pleasure^  and  ifaeo 
tumea  sullenly  to  the  window,  aa  if  desuous  to  W  . 
rid  of  their  preacnoe. 

The  Countesa  and  the  Lady  Peveril  left  the  ipuv  , 
ment  arm  in  arm;  and  the  lady  issued  ibrth  berdi 
rections  to  Wliitaker  concerning  the  mode  in  wbick 
she  was  desirous  that  Bridgenorth  should  be  goarU 
and  treated  during  his  temporary  confiR^pent:ai 
the  same  time  explainii\g  to  him,  that  the  fta&tvtf 
the  Countess  of  Derby  required  that  he  ahonU  k 
closely  watched. 

In  all  proposals  for  the  prisoner's  securityjnidiM 
the  regular  relief  of  guards,  and  the  like,  whiuAtf 
Joyfully  acquiesced,  and  undertook^  body  for  bodf;  | 
that  he  should  be  detained  in  captivity  for  the  ocos-  i 
sar^  period.  But  the  old  steward  was  not  half  m 
docile  when  it  came  to  be  considered  how  the  ef 
tive's  bedding  and  tpble  should  be  supplied;  aadlr 
thought  Lady  Peveril  displayed  a  very  undue  dtpK 
of  attention  to  her  prisonerls  comforts.  "  1  wtink' 
he  said,  "that  the  cuckoldy  Roundhead  ate  em 


y  duty."  **  MThitaker,"  said  the  lady,  peremotorily,  ^Jdern 

So  saying,  he  advanced  •  upon  Whitaker  and  his  ^ou  to  provide  Master  Bridgenorth'iDedduiganfM 


armed  assistants,  with  his  hand  on  the  hilt  of  his 
vword. 

"Do  not  be  so  desperate.  Master  Bridgenorth," 
exclaimed  Lady  Peveril ;  and  added,  in  the  same 
moment,  "  Lay  hold  upon,  and  disarm  hiip,  Whita- 
ker :  but  do  him  no  injury." 

Her  commands  were  obeyed.  Bridgenorth,  though 
a  man  of  moral  resolution,  was  not  one  of  those  who 
undertake  to  oope  in  person  with  odds  of  a  descrip- 
tion so  formidable.  He  half  drew  his  sword,  and 
offeivMl  such  show  of  resistance  as  made  it  necessary 
to  secure  him  by  actual  foi'ce ;  but  then  yielded  up  his 
weapon,  and  declared,  that,  submitting  to  force  which 
one  man  was  unable  to  resist,  he  made  those  who 
commanded,  and  who  employed  it,  responsible  for 
assailing  his  liberty  without  a  legal  warrant. 

"  Never  mind  a  warrant  on  a  pmch,  Master  Bridge- 
north,"  said  old  Whitaker;  "sure  enough  you  have 
often  acted  upon  a  worse  yourself.  My  lady's  word 
is  as  good  a  warrant,  sure,  as  Old  Noll's  commis- 
sion x  and  you  bore  that  many  a  day,  Master  Bridge- 
nortn,  and,  moreover,  you  laid  me  in  the  stocks 
for  drinking  the  king's  health,  Master  Bridgenorth, 
'  and  never  cared  a  farthing  about  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land." 

"  Hold  your  saucy  tongue,  Whitaker,"  said  the 
Lady  Peveril;  "and  do  you.  Master  Bridgenorth,  not 
take  it  to  heart  that  you  are  detained  prisoner  for  a 
few  hours,  until  the  Countess  of  Derby  can  have 
nothing  to  fear  from  your  pursuit.  I  could  easily  send 
an  escort  with  her  thai  might  bid  defiance  to  any 
force  you  could  muster ;  but  1  wish,  Heaven  knows, 
to  bury  the  remembrance  of  old  civil  dissensions, 
not  to  awaken  new.  Once  more^  will  you  think  bet- 
ter on  it— assume  your  sword  agaiii,  and  forget  whom 
you  have  now  seen  at  Martindale  Castle  7"^ 

"  Never,"  said  Bndgenorth.  "  The  ctime  of  this 
cruel  woman  will  be  the  last  of  human  injuries  which 
I  can  forget  The  last  thought  of  earthly  kind  which 
will  leave  me.  will  be  the  desire  that  juatice  shall  be 
done  On  her.''  I 

"If  such  be  your  sentiments,"  said  Lady  Peveril, 
'*  though  they  are  more  allied  to  revenge  than  to  jus- 
tice, I  must  provide  for  ray  friend's  safety,  by  putting 
restraint  upon  your  person.  In  this  room  you  will  be 
supplied  with  every  necessary  of  life,  and  every  con- 

\ 


of  our  fat  beef  yesterday  to  serve  him  for  ; 
and  a  little  fasting  will  do  his  health  good.   __ 
for  drink  he  shall  have  plenty  of  cold  watertof 


his  hot  liver,  which  I  will  be  bound  is  still  Mf 
with  the  strong  liquors  of  yesterday.    And  as  km 


ding,  there  are  the  fine  dry  boards— more  i 

than  the  wet  straw  I  lay  upon  when  I  was  iiAi 
stocks  I  trow." 


in  the  way  I  have  ^ready  signlfi«i  to  jki;  and  to 
behave  yourself  towards  him  m  all  civility." 

"  Lack-a-day !  yes,  my  lady,"  said  Whitaker; "  vos  ] 
shall  have  all  your  direcuons  punctually  obeyed:  oq(  4 
as  an  old  servant,  I  cannot  but  speak  my  mmd. 

The  ladies  retired  after  thia  conferenoe  with  I 
steward  in  the  antechamber,  and  Were  sooi 
in  another  apartment,  which  was  peculiarly  d 
to  the  use  of  the  mistress  of  the  mansion— ban 
on  the  one  side,  access  to  the  family  bed-room;  i 
on  the  other,  to  the  still-room  which  oommooir 
with  the  garden.  There  was  also  a  small  door  n  * 
ascending  a  few  steps,  led  to  that  balcony,  aL 
mentioned,  that  overhung  the  kitchen;'  ana  tbeM 
passage,  by  a  separate  door,  admitted  to  the  priMp 
gallerv  in  the  chapel ;  so  that  the  spiritual  and  to^iy 
ral  affairs  of  the  Castle  were  placed  almost  at  C^^ 
within  reach  of  the  same  regulating  and^ir' 
eye.* 

In  the  tapestried  room,  from  which  issued  itag 
various  sallyporrs,  the  Coumess  and  Lady  Pevn 
were  speedily  seated;  and  the  former,  smiiiogupoi 
the  latter,  said,  as  she  took  her  hand.  "Two  tluQgs 
have  happened  to-day  which  might  nave  so 
me,  if  any  thing  ought  to  surprise  me  in  such 
—the  first  is,  that  yonder  roundheaded  fcUow  — _ 
have  dared  to  use  such  insolence  in  the  hQOi(€| 
Peveril  of  the  Peak.  If  yodr  husband  is  yet  tbiemm 
honest  and  downright  Cavalier  whom  1  oncejaei^ 
and  had  chanced  to  be  at  home,  he  would  havetkiti 
the  ktiave  out  of  window.  But  what  I  wondtf; 
still  more,  Margaret,  is  your  generalship,  f 
thought  you  had  courage  sufficient  to  have 
such  decided  measures,  after  keeping  on  terms 
the  man  so  long.  When  he  spoke  of  justices 
warranto  you  looked  so  overawed  that  I  tbootnU. 
felt  the  clutch  of  the  parish-beadles  on  my  showMr' 
to  drag  me  to  prison  as  a  vagrant."  j 

"  We  owe  Master  Bridgenorth  some  defeieepe,  nf  ( 
dearest  lady,"  answered  the  Lady  Peveril;  "•*  ""y 

•  Thb  peculiar  eoHocatioa  of  aputmenU  may  ba  mm  ><J^|^ 
don  Hall,  Dorbrahire.  once  a  acet  of  t\m  Venom,  wta*  taar  I 
lady'i  P9W  in  the  chaAl.  there  it  a  •an  ef  •cuttle,  whieii  apv  I 
into  the  kiteben.  no  tKlt  the  food  lodr  coHid  ever  and  ■■>«r**r '  1 
out  much  hiterraption  of  her  relicioui  dutiei,  ahv  an  cretw  ni 
roaat-meat  waa  not  penaiated  to  ban.  Bfid  that  ifaa  toBMnai  "P 
hiadiuy. 
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d  us  often,  tad  kindly,  in  these  late  times ;  but 
erhe,  nor  sny  one  elsa  shall  insnlt  theCountess 
ffby  in  tlie  house  of  Margaret  Stanley." 
tioo  art  become  a  perfect  heroine^  Margaret^'' 
d  the  Countess. 

Svo  sieges,  and  alanns  innumerable  "  said  Ladv 
il, ""  may  have  taught  me  presence  of  mind. 
Mirage  is,  I  believe,  as  slender  as  ever." 
iKsence  of  mind  is  courage,**  answered  the 
teas.  "  Real  valour  consists  not  in  being  in- 
^le  to  danger,  but  in  being  prompt  to  confront 
iesrm  it  ;~and  we  may  have  present  occasion 
t  that  we  possess,"  she  added,  with  some  slight 
on,  "  for  I  hear  the  trampling  of  horses'  steps 
9  pavement  of  the  court" 
one  moment,  the  boy  Julian,  breathless  with 
ime  flying  into  the  room,  to  say  thai  papa  waa 
led,  with Xamington  and  Sam  Brewer;  and 
le  was  himself  to  ride  Black  Hastings  to  the 
I  In  the  second,  the  tramp  of  the  honest 
itV  heavy  iack-boots  was  beard,  as  in  his 
to  see  his  lady,  he  ascended  the  staircase  by 
l«p9  at  a  time.  He  burst  into  the  room,  his 
f  countenance  and  disordered  dress  showing 
I  that  he  had  been  riding  fast;  and  witliout 
Ig  to  any  one  else,  caught  nis  fiood  lady  in  his 
I  and  kissed  her  a  dozen  of  times.— Blushing. 

E'lh  some  difficulty,  Lady  Peveril  extricated 
from  Sir  Geoffrey's  arms ;  and  in  a  voice  of 
and  gentle  rebuke,  bid  him,  for  shame,  observe 
IS  in  the  room. 

%"  said  the  Countess,  advancing  to  him,  "  who 
iClad  to  see  that  Sir  Geoffrey  Peveiil,  though 

£ler  and  favourite,  still  values  the  treasure 
ad  eome  share  in  bestowing  upon  him. 
ot  have  forgot  the  raising  of  the  leaguer  of 

t  House  7" 

I  noble  Osantess  of  Derbv !"  said  Sir  Geof- 
bffing  his  j)lumed  hat  witn  an  air  of  deep  de« 
H  and  ktasmg  with  much  reverence  the  hand 
J  ahe  held  out  to  him ;  "  I  am  qs  glad  to  see 
ladyship  in  my  poor  house,  as  I  would  be  to  hear 
Iheyhad  found  a  vein  of  lead  in  the  Brown  Tor. 
fe  liard,  in  the  hope  of  being  your  escort  through 
Mntry.  I  iearea  you  might  nave  fiillen  into  bad 
i^  hearing  there  was  a  knave  sent  out  with  a 
lot  from  the  Council." 
fbeo  heard  ]k>u  so  1  and  from  >whom  ?" 

was  from  Cholroondley  of  Vale-Royal,"  said 
Boffrey ;  "  he  is  come  down  to  make  provision 
or  safety  through  Cheshire ;  and  I  promised  to 
you  there  in  safety.  Prince  Rupert,  Ormond, 
met  friends,  do  not  doubt  the  matter  will  be 

to  a  fine;  but  they  say  the  Chancellor,  and 
Bennet,  and  some  others  of  the  over-sea  coun- 
,  are  furious  at  what  they  call  a  breach  of  the 
r  proclamation  Hang  them,  say  I !— They  left 
ear  all  the  beating;  and  now  they  are  incensed 
e  should  wish  to  clear  scores  with  those  who 

I  like  nightmares!" 

Iiat  did  they  talk  of  for  my  chastiseinent'?" 
ftCounteea. 

fot  not,"  said  Sir  Geoffrey;  "some  friends, 
id,  from  our  kind  Cheshire,  and  others,  tried 
g  it  to  a  fine;  but  some,  again,  spoke  of  Ao- 
ttt  the  Tower,  and  a  long  imprisonment." 
iBve  aaflered  imprisonment  long  enough  for 
larlee'a  sakej'  said  the  Countess;  '*  and  have 
id  to  undergo  it  at  his  hand.    Besides,  if  I  am 

II  from  the  personal  superintendence  of  my 
bminions  in  Man,  I  know  not  what  new  usur- 
i»ay  be  attempted  there.  I  must  be  oblig^ed 
Inuain,  to  contrive  that  I  mav  get  in  security 

Bi,  and  from  thence  I  know  I  shall  be 
ifeiy  to  Liverpool. 

may  rely  on  my  gniidance  and  protecUon. 

>y,"  anawered  her  nost,  "  though  you  had 

i  at  midnight,,  and  with  the  rogue's  head  in 

,  like  Judith  in  the  Holy  Apocrypha,  which 

r  once  more  read  in  cnurches." 

gentry  resort  much  to  the  Court  7"  said 

am,"  replied  Sir  Geoffrey;  "andaccord- 
r  saying,  when  miners  do  begin  to  bore  in 


these  parts,  it  ir/or  the  Grace  qf  Gody  and  %okai 
thev  there  may^nd.** 

*^Meet  the  old  Cavaliers  with  much  countenance?" 
continued  the  Counteas. 

«  "  Faith,  madam,  to  speak  tnith,''  replied  the  Knight, 
"  the  King  hath  so  gracious  a  manner,  that  it  makes 
every  maiTs  hopes  blossom,  though  we  have  seen  but 
few  that  have  ripened  into  fniit.'^ 

**"  You  have  not,  yourself,  my  cousin,''  ansvi^ed 
the  Countess,  "  had  room  to' complain  of  ingratitude, 
I  trust  7  Few  have  less  deserved  it  at  the  King's 
hand." 

Sir  Geoffrey  was  tmwilling,  like  most  prudent  per- 
sons, to  own  the  existence  of  expectations  which  had 
provod  fallacious,  yet  had  too  little  art  in  his  charac- 
ter to  conced  his  disappointment  entirely.  "  Whol 
I,  madam?"  he  said;  ^' Alas!  what  should  a  poor 
country  knight  expect  from  the  King,  besides  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  him  in  Whitehall  once  more,  and 
enjoying  his  own  again?  And  his  M^esty  was  very 
mcious  when  I  was  presented,  and  epoke  to  me  of 
Worcester,  and  of  my  horse.  Black  Hastings— he  had 
forgot  his  name,  though— faith,  and  mine  too,  I  be- 
lieve, had  not  Prince  tlupert  whispered  it  to  him. 
And  I  saw  some  old  friends,  such  ss  his  Grace  of 
Ormond,  Sir  Marmaduke  Idingdale,  Sir  Philip  Mus- 
grave,  and  so  forth ;  and  had  a  jolly  rouse  or  two,  to 
the  tune  of  old  times." 

*'  1  should  have  thought  so  many  wounds  received 
—so  many  dangers  riskMi— such  considerable  losses- 
merited  something  more  than  a  few  smooth  words," 
said  the  Countess.  ^  ^ 

"  Nay,  my  lady,  there  were  other  friends  of  mine 
who  had  the  same  thought,"  answered  Peveril. 
"  Some  were  of  opinion  that  the  loss  of  so  many 
hundred  acres  of  fair  land  was  worth  some  reward  of 
honour  at  least:  and  there  were,  who  thought  my 
descent  from  William  the  Conqueror— craving  your 
ladyship's  pardon  for  boasting  u  in  your  presence — 
would  not  have  become  a  higher  rank  or  title  worse 
than  the  pedigree  of  some  who  have  been  promoted. 
But  what  said  the  witty  Duke  of  Buckingham,  for- 
sooth? (whose  grandsire  was  a  Tjei'stershire  Knight 
—rather  poorer,  and  scarce  so  well-bop[»asmvself)*- 
Why,  he  said,  that  if  all  of  my  degree  who  deserved 
well  of  the  Iting  in  the  late  times  were  to  be  made 
peers,  the  House  of  Lords  must  meet  upon  Salisbury 
Plain  I" 

"  And  that  bad  jest  passed  for  a  good  argument  1" 
said  the  Countess ;  "  and  well  it  might,  where  good 
arguments  pass  for  had  Jests.— But  here  comes  one  I 
must  be  acquainted  with." 

This  was  little  Julian,  who  now. re-entered  the 
hall,  leading  his  little  sister,  as  if  he  had  brought  her 
to  bear  witness  to  the  boastful  tale  whiph  he  told  his 
father,  of  his  having  manfully  ridden  Black  Hastings 
to  the  stable-yard,  alone  in  the  saddle ;  and  that 
Saunders,  though  he  walked  by  the  horse's  head,  did 
not  once  put  his  hand  upon  the  rein,  and  Brewer, 
though  he  stood  beside  him,  scarce  held  him  by  the 
knee.  The  father  kissed  the  boy  heartily ;  and  the 
Countess,  calling  him  to  her  so  soon  as  Sir  Geoffrey 
had  set  him  down,  kissed  his  forehead  also,  and  then 
surveyed  ail  his  features  with  a  keen  and  penetrating 
eye. 

'*  He  is  a  true  Peveril."  said  she,  "  mixed  as  he 
should  be  with  some  touch  of  the  Stanley.  Cousin, 
you  must  grant  me  my  boon,  and  when  I  am  safely 
established,  and  have  my  present  affair  arranged,  you 
must  let  me  have  this  little  Julian  of  yours  some  time 
hence,  to  be  nurtured  in  my  house,  held  as  my  page,  and 
.  the  playfellow  of  the  little  Derby.  I  trust  in  Heaven, 
they  will  be  such  friends  as  their  fathers  have  been 
and  may  God  send  them  more  fortunate  times  !"^ 

**  Marry,  and  I  thank  you  for  the  proposal  with  all 

*  Even  doMOi  to  m  later  period  tiwii  that  in  which  tlie  taloii  laid, 
the  ladiei  of  dUtinction  had  tor  tht'ir  paf  o«  jrounr  ^enllcmcn  oi 
diftiniiijahed  rank,  whose  education  pruct'i'diMl  within  the  famiiy 
of  their  patroneia.  Anne.  Ducbcsi  or  Bucclcudi  and  Monmoath. 
who  in  neveral  respecta  laid  claim  to  the  honour  due  to  royal 
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my  hetn.  mftaam/*  9f.nl  ttie  Enisht;  *'1*here  are  so 
many  noole  hoiitiei}  ('loi.'ayixi,  and  so  many  more  in 
which  the  exercise  and  disciplme  for  the*  iraininj?  of 
noble  youths  is  given  up  and  nogUf'terl.  that  I  h^ve 
often  feared  I  must  have  kept  Gil  to  bu  Vf^unj?  master 
at  home;  and  I  have  had  too  little  nurture  myself  to 
teach  him  much,  and  so  he  would  have  been  a  men? 
hunting  hawkim?  knight  of  Derbyshire.  But  in  your 
ladyship's  household,  and  with  the  noMe  young  Earl, 
he  wilt  have  all,  and  more  than  all,  the  education 
which  I  could  desire." 

*' There  shall  be  no  distinction  betwixt  them,  cou- 
iin,"  said  the  countess;  ""Margaret  Stanle/s  son 
shall  be  as  much  the  object  of  care  to  me  as  my  own, 
since  you  are  kindly  disposed  to  intrust  him  to  my 
charKe.— You  look  pale^  Margaret,"  she  continued, 
"and  the  tear  stands  la  your  eyel  Do  not  be  bo 
foolish,  my  love— what  I  as^  is  better  than  you  can 
desire  for  your  boy :  for  the  house  of  my  father,  the 
Duke  de  la  Tremouille,  was  the  most  famous  school 
of  chivalry  in  France;  nor  have  I  degenerated  from 
him,  orsnneredanyrelaxatibn  in  that  noble  discipline 
which  trained  young  gentlemen  to  do  honour  to  their 
race.  You  can  promise  your  Julian  no  such  advan- 
tacma,  if,  you  train  him  up  a  mere  home-bred  youth." 

^^  I  acknowledge  the  ^portance  of  the  favour,  ma- 
dam," said  Lady Peveril,  ''and  must  acquiesce  in  what 
your  ladyship  honours  us  by  proposing,  and  Sir  Geof- 
frey approves  of  5  bat  Julian  is  an  only  child,  and" 

"An  only  son,"  said  the  Countess,  "but  surely 
not  an  only  child.  You  par  too  high  a  deference  to 
our  masters,  the  male  sex,  if  you -allow  Julian  to  en- 
gross all  your  afTection,  and  spare  none  for  this  beau- 
uful  girl.*^ 

Sor«aying,  she  sat  down  Julian,  and,  taking  Alice 
Bridgenorth  on  her  lap,  besan  to  caress  her;  and 
there  was,  notwithstanding lier  masculine  character, 
something  so  sweet  in  the  tone  of  her  voice  and  in 
the  cast  of  her  features,  that  the  child,  immediately 
smiled,  and  replied  to  her  marks- of  fondness.  This 
mistake  embarrassed  Lady  Peveril  exceedingly.— 
Knowing  the  blunt  impetuosity  of  her  husband's 
character,  his  devotiop  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased 
Earl  of  Derby,  and  his  corresponding  veneration  for 
his  widow,  she  was  alarmed  for  the  consequences  of 
his  hearing  the  conduct  of  Bridgenorth  that  morning, 
mod  was  particularly  desirous  that  he  should  not 
learn  it  save  from  herself  in  private,  and  after  due 
preparation.  But  the  Countess's  error  led  to  a  more 
.  precipitate  disclosure. 

'*  That  pretty  girl,  madam,"  answered  Sir  Oeoflrey, 
"  is  none  of  ours— I  wish  she  were.  She  belongs  to 
a  neighbour  hard  by~a  good  man,  and<  to  saj^  truth, 
a  good  neighbour— though  he  was  carried  off  from 
his  allegiance  In  the  late  times  by  a  d— d  Presbyterian 
scoundrel,  who  calls  himself  a  parson,  and  whom  I 
hope  to  fetch  down  from  his  perch  presently,  with  a 
wannion  to  him !  He  has  been  cock  of  the  roost 
long  enough.  There  are  rods  in  pickle  to  switph  the 
Geneva  cloak  with,  I  can  tell  the.  sotn'-faced  togues 
that  much.  But  this  child  is  the  daughter  of  Bridge- 
Qorth— neighbonr  Bridgenorth,  of  Moultrassie-Hau." 

'* Bridgenorth T'  said  the  Countess;  "I  thought 
I  (lad  known  all  the  honourable  names  in  Derby- 
shire—I  remember  nothing  of  Bridgenorth.— But  stay 
—was  there  not  a  sequestrator  and  committee-man 
of  that  name?    Sure,  it  cannot  be  he." 

Peveril  took  some  shame  to  himself  as  he  replied. 
'*  It  is  the  very  man  whom  your  ladyship  means,  and 
you  may  conceive  the  roluctanoe  with  which  I  sub- 
mitted to  receive  good  offices  from  one  Of  his  kidney; 
hut  had  I  not  done  so,  I  should  have  scarce  known 
how  to  find  a  roof  to  cover  Dame  Margaret's  head." 

The  Countess,  as  he  si^oke,  raised  the  child  gentiv 
f^m  her  lap.  and  placed  it  upon  the  csrpet,  tnougn 
little  Alice  showed  a  disinclination  to  the  change  of 
place,  which  the  Ladjr  of  Derby  and  Man  wouW  cer- 
tainly have  indulged  in  a  child  of  patrician  descent 
Snd  loyal  parentage. 

"I  blame  you  not,"  she  said;  "no  onfr  knows 
what  temptstion  will  bring  ns  down  to.  Yet  I  did 
think  Peveril  of  the  Peak  would  haive  resided  in  its 
6ff*-^t  cavern,  sooner  thaft  owed  an  obligation  to  a 
iSK»"iae/' 
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**  Nay,  madam,"  answered  the  Rjiight, "  my  neMth* 
hour  ito  bad  enough,  but  tot  so  bad  as  you  woald  mab 
him  4  be  it-  but  a  Presbyterian— that  I  must  confess* 
but  noi  an  Independent." 

'  *  A  V ai  lety  of  the  same  monster/'  said  the  Goanteu, 
"  who  Ahllooed  while  the  others  hunted,  sod^booM 
the  victim  whom  the  Independents  massacred.  Be* 
twix'  «uch  sects  I  prefer  the  Independents.  Tiej 
are  at  least  bold,  barefaced,  merciless  villains^  kin 
more  of  the  tiger  in  tfiem,  and  leso  of  the  crooodUe; 
I  have  no  dOubi  it  was  that  worthy  gentleman  vko 
took  it  upon  him  this  morning" 

She  stopped  short,  Jbr  she  saw  LadyPeveiilins 
vexed  and  embarrassed. 

*'I  am,"  she  said,  "  the  most  luckless  of  hatpL 
I  have  B^id  something,  I  know  not  what,  to  dims 
yoiL  Margaret— ^dystery  is  a  bad  thing;  and  betniit 
us  there  should  be  none." 

"  There  is  none,  madam/'  said  Lady  Peveril,  iane> 
thing  impatiently;  '*I  waited  but  an  ofiportanfflftt 
tell  my  husband  what  had  happened^-Sir  Geonfft 
Master  Bridgenorth  was  unfortunately  here  wheo  m 
Lady  Derby  and  I  met;  and  be  thought  it  part  of  Mi 
duty  to  speak  of"- 

brows. 


To  speak  of  what?'*  said  the  Knight,  benteln 
"  You  were  ever  something  too  fond,  mm 


.-  giving  way  to  the  usurpation  of  such  peopk.' 

'^I  only  mean."  said  LadyPeveiil,  ''^thtttfJi 
person— he  to  whom  Lady  Derby's  story  ntei' 
Was  the  brother  of  his  late  lady,  he  threateMMlI 
cannot  think  that  he  was  aerious." 

"  Threaten  7— threaten  the  Lady  of  Derby  aiXv 
in  my  house!— the  widow  of  my  friend— tbtiik 
Charlotte  of  Latham -House  1— by  Heaven  thepalt 
eared  slave  shall  answer  it !  How  comes  it  that  i^ 
knaves  threw  him  not  out  of  the  window T 

"  Alas !  -Sir  Greoffrey,  you  forget  how  modi  «e  owt 
him,"  said  the  lady. 

'*  Owe  him !"  said  the  Knight,  still  more  iadigioiili  j 
for  in  hie  singleness  of  apprehension  he  oouceim 
that  his  wife  alluded  to  pecuniary  obligations^^ifi 
do  owe  him  some  money,  hath  he  not  secmity  forjp 
and  must  be  have  the  right  over  and  above,  led 
necr  and  play  the  Magistrate  in  MartindakCs 
Where  is  he?— what  have  you  made  of  himi  1 1 
I  must  speak  with  him." 

*'  Be  patient,  Sir  Geoffrey."  said  theCoantei^J 
now  discerned  the  cause  of  her  kinswomsn't^ 
hension ;  "  and  be  assured  I  did  not  need  yoi 
valry  to  defend  me  against  this  discourteous  fi 
as  Morte  d' Arthur  would  have  called  him.  I  f 
you  my  kinswoman  hath  fully  righted  my  wrot^ 
I  am  so  pleased  to  owe  my  deliversnceeotirelyiL. 
gallantry,  that  I  charge  and  comfnand  you,  asal 
knight,  not  to  mingle  in  the  adventure  of  aaotbAl 

Lady  Peveril,  who  knew  her  husband's  blunt  I 
impatient  temper,  and  perceived  that  he  was  beat 
ingan^y,  now  took  up  the  story,  andplainly  aadfl^ 
ply  pointed  out  the  causeof  Master^ridgraorth'si 
lerfereooe. 

"I  am  sorrow  fbr  it,"  said  the  Knight;  "I  u. 
he  had  more  sense ;  and  that  this  happy  cnange  n. 
have  done  some  good  upon  him.  Bat  you  riiooUh 
told  me  this  instantly— It  consists  not  witfa  n"' 
nour  that  he  should  oe  kept  prisoner  in  thiso. 
aa  if  I  feared  any  thii^  he  could  do  to  annoy  fhei 
Countess,  while  she  is  under  my  roo^  or  within  tr 
ty  miles  of  this  Castle." 

So  saying,  and  bowing  to  the  Countess,  be  i 
straight  to  the  gilded  chamber,  leaving  Lady  Pi 
in  great  anxiety  for  the  event  of  sn  angry  meetioL 
tween  a  temper  hasty  as  that  of  her  husband,  J 
stubborn  like  that  of  Bridgenorth.  Her  apf>rebenn 
were,  however,  unnecessary ;  for  tbemeetiog  wasi 
fated  to  take  place. 

While  Sir  Geoffrey  Peveril,  having  dismissed  \ 
taker  and  his  sentinels,  entered  the  gilded  chain 
in  which  he  expected  to  find  his  csptive,  theprir 
had  escspedj  and  it  was  easy  to  see  in  what  i 
ner.    The  sliding  panel  had,  in  the  htn-ry  o(  the  si 
ment,  escaped  the  memory  of  Lady  Peferil  asal 
Whitaker,  the  only  persons  who  knew  any  tkiiigs 
it.    It  was  probable  that  a  chink  had  remained  opM^ 
sufficient  to  indicate  its  existence  to  Biidgeounhi 


.vn.i 
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withdrawing  it  altogether,  liad  found  his  wa^ 
lie  secret  apartment  with  which  it  commoQi- 
and  from  thence  to  thepostem  of  the  Castle  by 
nr  srcret  passage,  which  had  been  formed  in  the 
kess  of  the  wall,  as  is  not  uncommon  in  ancient 
Ions;  the  lords  of  which  were  liable  to  so  many 
ions  df  fortune,  that  they  usually  contrived  to 
)  »ime  lurking-place  and  secret  mode  of  retreat 
heir  fortresses.  That  Bridgenorth  had  dist:o- 
and  availed  himself  of  this  secret  mode  of  re- 
ras  evident;  because  the  private  doors  commu- 
itt  with  the  postern  and  the  sliding  panel  in  the 
chamber,  were  both  left  open. 
Geoffrey  returned  to  the  ladies  with  looks  of 
Dty.  while  ne  deemed  Bridgenorth  within  his 
lie  was  apprehensive  of  nothing  he  could  do; 
felt  himself  his  superior  in  personal  strength, 
f  that  eoecies  of  courage  which  induces  a  man 
h,  without  heflitation.  upon  personal  danger. 
MD  at  a  distance,  he  had  been  for  many  years 
pAied  to  consider  Bridgenor1h*s  power  and  in- 
I  as  something  formidablej  and,  notwithsiand- 
I  late  chan^  of  affairs,  hia  ideas  so  naturally 
li  to  his  neighbour  as  a  powerful  friend  or  dan- 
I  enemy,  that  he  felt  more  apprehension  on  iUe 
$tB^9  score,  than  he  was  willing  to  acknow- 
^ven  to  himself.  The  Countess  observed  his 
list  and  anxious  brow,  and  reouested  to  know 
stay  there  was  likely  to  involve  him  in  any 
Lor  in  any  danger. 

H  trouble  should  be  welcome,"  said  Sir  Qeof- 
wid  -more  welcome  the  danger,  which  should 
^Ifuch  an  account.  My  plan  was,  that  your 
kihould  have  honoured  Martindale  wtih  a 
TftsJdenoe,  which  might  have  been  k^t  pn- 
I  the  search  after  you  was  ehded.  Haa  I 
Ifellow  Bridgenorth,  I  have  no  doubt  I  could 
Jipelled  him  to  act  discreetly;  but  he  is  now 
Ey,  and  will  keep  out  of  my  reach ;  and,  what 
J  he  hfts  the  secret  of  the  priest's  chamber." 
s.Knight  paused,  and  seemed  much  embar- 

Ni  can,  then,  neitU^  conceal  nor  protect  me?" 
mCouBteas. 

rtlon,  my  hoDoured  lady,"  answered  the  Knight, 
let  me  say  out  n^y  say.  The  plain  truth  iS|  that 
an  bath  many  fnends  among  the  Presbyterians 
rfao  are  more  numerous  than  I  would  wish  them ; 
he  falls  in  with  the  pursuivant  fellow  who 
I  the  warrant  of  the  Privy  Council,  it  is  likely 
!  back  him  with  force  sufficient  to  try  to  exe- 
;  And  I  doubt  whether  any  of  oar  own  friends 
iiummoned  together  in  baste,  sufficient  to  resist 
power  as  they  are  like  to  bring  together." 
r  woold  1  wish  anv  friends  to  take  arms,  in  mv 
against  the  Km^rs  warrant.  Sir  Geoffirey, . 
ft  Countess, 
for  that  matter,"  replied  the  Knight,  "an 
sty  will  grant  warrants  against  nis  best 
,  le  must  look  to  have  them  resisted.  But  fhe 
an  think  of  in  this  emergence  is— though  the 
d  be  something  inhospitable— that  your  lady- 
lould  take  presently  to  horse,  if  your  fatigue 
"Hit.  I  will  mount  also,  with  some  brisk  lel- 
i  will  lodge  you  safe  at  Vale-Royal,  though 
**  stopped  the  way  with  a  whole  pout  co- 

J]  teas  of  Derby  willingly  aoqnieeced  in  this 
She  had  enjoyed  a  meht's  sound  repose 
▼ate  chamber,  to  which  Ellesmere  had  guided 
■le  preceding  raning,  and  was  quite  ready  to 
[ber  route,  or  flight—"  she  scarce  knew,"  she 
which  of  the  two  she  shouN  term  it" 
ffeveril  wept  at  the  necesaty  which  seemed 
f  her  earliest  friend  and  protectress'from  under 
t  at  the  instant  when  the  clouds  of  adversity 
Itberiog  around  her ;  but  she  saw  no  alterna- 
Mly  saSe.  Nay,  however  strong  lier  attach- 
R;BdT  Derby,  she  could  not  but  be  more  readi- 
Mlea  to  her  hasty  departure,  when  she  con- 
Ithe  InoonTenienoe,  and  even  danger,  in  which 
taiee,  at  such  a  time,  and  in  such  circum- 
I.  was  Ukelf  to  involve  a  man  so  bold  and 
Nmd  M  her  huabvid  Sir  Geo^y. 


While  Lady  PevenI,  therefore,  made  every  arranfce- 
ment  which  time  permitted  and  circumstanced  reouir- 
edtfortheCounteAsprosecutingherjourney^  her  hus« 
band,  whose  spirits  always  rose  with  the  prospect  of 
action,  issued  his  orders  to.Wbitaker  to  get  together 
a  few  stout  fellows,  with  back  and  bfeast-piejces,  aad 
steel-cat>s.  "  There  are  the  two  lackeys,  and  Outram 
and  Saunders,  besides  the  other  groom  fellow,  and 
Roger  Raine,  and  his  son ;  but  bid Ro&er  not  to  come 
drunk  again ;— thyself,  young  Dick  of  the  Dale  and 
his  servant,  and  a  file  or  two  of  the  tenants,— we 
shall  be  enough  fQr  any  force  they  can  make.  AU 
thfse  are  fellows  that  will  strike  hard,  and  ask  no 
(question  why— their  hands  are  ever  readier  than  their 
tongues,  and  their  mouths  are  more  made  for  dhnk<^ 
ingthan  speakinfi(." 

whijaker,  apprized  of  the  necessity  of  the  case,' 
asked  if  be  should  not  warn  Sir  Jasper  Cranboume. 

*'  Not  a  word  to  him,  as  you  live,**  said  the  Knight: 
"  this  mi^  be  an  outlawry,  as  they  call  it«  for  what  I 
know ;  and  therefor^  1  wul  bring  no  lands  or  teoe- 
raenta  into  peril,  saving  mine  own.  Sir  Jasper  hath 
had  a  troubi^me  time  of  it  for  many  a  year.  By 
my  will,  he  shall  sit  Quiel  for  the  rest  ore  daya." 


CHAPTER  VII. 


JKrt.  QMieklV'  Oogd  |W8ipl«i  Mm  a  raMot  or  twa 

Jfenry  If.,  P»rt  I 

Tm  followers  of  Peveril  were  so  well  acciwtomed 
to  the  sound  of  "  Boot  and  Saddle,"  that  they  were 
soon  mounted  and  in  order;  and  in  all  the  form,  and 
with  some  of  the.  dignity  of  danger,  proceeded  to 
escort  the  Countess  ox  Derby  through  the  hilly  and 
desert  tract  of  country  which  connects  the  frontier 
of  the  shire  with  the  neighbouring  county  of  Che- 
shire. The  cavalcade  moved  with  considerable  pra. 
caution,  which  they  had  been  taught  by  the  discipline 
of  the  Civil  Wars.  One  wary  and  well- mounted 
trooper  rode  about  two  hundred'  yards  in  advance; 
followed^  at  about  halx  that  distance,  by  two  more, 
with  their  carabines  advanced^  as  if  ready  for  action. 
About  one  hundred  yarda  behind  the  advance,  came 
the  main  body ;  where  the  Countess  of  Derby,  mounts 
ed  on  Lady  Peveril' s  ambling  palfrey,  (for  her  own 
had  been  exhausted  by  the  journey  from  London  to 
Martindale  Castle,)  accompanied  by  one  groom,  of 
approved  fidelity,  and  one  waiting-maid,  was  attend- 
ed and  guarded  by  the  Knight  of  the  Peak,  and  three 
files  of  good  and  practised  horsemen.  In  the  rear  ' 
came  Whitaker,  with  Lance  Outram,  as  men  of  es- 
pecial trust,  to  'Whom  the  covering  tne  retreat  waa 
confided.  They  rode,  as  the  Spanish  proverb  express- 
es it,  "  with  the  beard  on  the  shoulder,"  looking 
around,  that  is.  from  time  to  time,  and  using  every 
precaution  to  have  the  speediest  knowledge  of  any 
pursuit  which  might  take  place. 

But,  however  wise  m  discipline,  Peveril  and  his 
followers  were  somewhat  remiss  in  civil  policy.  The 
Knight  had  communicated  to  Whitaker,  though  with- 
out any  apparent  necessity,  the  orecise  nature  of  their 
present  expedition ;  and  Whitaker  was  equally  com- 
municative to  his  comrade  Lance,  the  keeper.  "  It 
is  straoge  enough,  Master  Whitaker."  said  the  latter, 
when  be  had  heard  the  case,/*  and  I  wish  you,  being 
a  wise  man,  would  expound  it;— why,  when  we  have 
been  wishing  for  the  King— and  praying  for  the 
King—and  fighting  for  the  King— and  dying  for  the 
King,  for  these  twenty  years,  the  first  thing  we  find 
to  do  on  his  return,  is  to  get  into  hameas  to  tesist 
his  warrant!"  . 

"  Pooh !  yon  silly  fellow,"  said  Whitaker,  '*  that  is 
all  you  know  of  the  true  bottom  of  our  quarrel  I 
Why,  man,  we  fought  for  the  King's  person  against 
his  warrant,  all  along  firom  the  very  beginning ;  for 
I  remember  the  rogues'  proclamations,  and  so  forth, 
always  ran  in  the  name  of  the  King  and  Parlta- 
meat." 

''Ay!  was  it  even  sol"  leplied  Lanoe.  *'Nay, 
then,  if  they  b^n  the  old  game  so  soon  again,  and 
send  out  warrants  in  the  King's  name  against  hia 
loyal  subjects,  wall  fare  our  stout  Knight,  ray  I,  who 
IB  retvLr  to  Uik«  ihinn  dowu  in  thsi;  putpffinftgoffi^. 
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And  if  BridgenortK  takes  the  chase  after  us.  I  shall 
not  be  sorry  to  have  a  knock  at  him  for  one. 

"Why,  itte  man,  bating  he  is  a  ixestileot Round- 
head and  Puritan,"  said  whitaker,  is  no  bad  neigh- 
bour.   What  has  he  done  to  thee,'  man  ?" 

*'He  has  poached  on  the  manor,"  answered  the 
keeper. 

••The  devil  he  has  I"  replied  Whitaker.  "Thou 
must  be  jesting,  Lance.  Bridgenoith  is  neither 
hutiter  nor  hawker;  he  hath  not  so  much  of  honesty 
in  him.'* 

''Ay,  but  he  runs  after  game  you  little  think  of. 
with  his  sour,  melancholy  fabe,  that  would  scard 
bi^s  and  curdle  milk,**  answered  Lance. 

*  Thou,canst  not  mean  the  wenches  V*  said  Whit- 
aker; "  why.  he  hath  been  -melancholy  mad  with 
moping  for  the  death  of  his  wife.  Thou  knowest  our 
lady  took  the  child,  for  fear  he  should  strangle  it  for 
putting  him  in  mind  of  its  mother,  in  some  of  his 
tantrums.  Under  her  favour,  and  among  friends, 
there  are  many  poor  Cavaliers'  children,  that  oare 
would  be  better  bestowed  U|x>n~But  to  thy  tale." 

'*Why,  thus  it  runs,*'  said  Lance.  "I  think  you 
may  have  noticed,  Master  Whitaker,  that  a  certain 
Mistress  Deborah  hath  manifested  a  certain  favour 
for  a  certain  person  in  a  certain  household.** 

"  For  thvseli;  to  wit,*'  answered  Whitaker;  "Lanoe 
Outram,  tnou  art  the  vainest  coxcomb" — 

" Coxcomb T*  said  Lance:  "why,  'twas  but  last 
night  the  whole  family  saw  her,  as  one  Vould  My, 
flins  herself  at  my  head.** 

"I  would  she  had  been  a  brick-bat,  then,  to  have 
broken  it,  for  thy  impertinence  and  conceit,*'  said  the 
steward.  < 

"Well,  but  do  but  hearken.  The  next  morning— 
that  isk  this  very  blessed  morning— I  thoug[ht  of  go- 
ing to  lodge  a  buck  in  the  park,  judging  a  bit  of  veni- 
son migiit  be  wanted  in  the  larder,  after  yesterday's 
wassail:  and,  as  I  passed  under  the  nursery  wm* 
dow,  I  did  but  just  look  up  to  see  what  madam  gp- 
vemante  was  about;  and  so  I  saw  her,  through  the 
casement,  whip  on  her  hood  and  scarf  as  soon  as 
she  had  a  glimpse  of  me.  In^imediately  after  1  saw 
the  still-room  door  open,  and  lAade  sure  she  was 
coming  ihrouzh  the  garden,  and  so  over  the  breach 
and  down  to  the  park ;  and  so,  thought  I, '  Aha,  Mis- 
tress Deb,  if  you  are  so  ready  to  dance  alter  my  pipe 
and  tabor,  I  will  give  you  a  oouranto  before  you  shall 
come  up  with  me,'  And  so  I  went  down  Ivy- tod 
Dingle,  where  the  copse  is  tangled,  and  the  ground 
swampy,  and  round  by  Haxley-bottom,  thinkmg  all 
the  while  alio  was  following,  and  laughing  in  my 
sleeve  at  the  round  I  was  giving  her." 

"  Von  deserved  to  be  ducked  for  it,*'  said  Whita- 
ker, "for  a  weather-headed  puppy;  but  what  is  all 
this  Jack-a-Iantem  story  to  BriagenorthT* 

"Why,  It  was  all  along  df  he.  man,"  continued 
Lance,  "that  is.  of  Bridgenorth,  that  she  did  not  fol- 
low me— Gad,  I  first  walked  slow,  and  then  stopped, 
and  jhen  turned  back  alittle,  and  men  began  to  won- 
der what  she  had  made  of  herself,  and  to  think  I  had 
borne  myself  something  like  a  jackass  in  the  matter." 

"  That  I  deny,"  said  Whitaker, "  never  jackass  but 
would  have  borne  him  better— but  «o  on."    .  ^ 

"  Why,  turning  my  face  towards  the  Castle,  I  went 
back  as  if  I  had  my  nose  bleeding,  when  just  by  the 
Copely  thorn,  which  stands,  you  Know,  a  flight  shot 
from  tne  postern-sate,  I  saw  Madam  Deb  m  dose 
conference  with  the  enemy." 

"  What  enemy  T*  said  the  Steward. 

"  What  enemy !  why,  who  but  firidgenorth  1  They 
kepi  out  of  sight,  and  amons  the  copse ;  but,  thought 
I,  It  is  hard  if  I  cannot  stalk  you,  that  have  stalked 
■omany  bucks.  If  so,  I  had  better  give  my  shafts 
to  be  pudding-pins.  So  I  cast  round  the  thicket,  to 
watch  their  waters;  and,  may  I  never  bend  cross- 
bow again,  if  I  did  not  see  him  give  her  gohl,  and 
squeeze  her  by  the  hand  1" 

"And, was  that  all  you  saw  pass  between  them  V* 
■aid  the  steward. 

"  Faith,  and  it  Was  enough  to  dismount  mo  from 
my  hobby,"  said  Lance.  *^What !  when  I  thought 
1  had  the  prettiest  girl  in  the  Castle  dancing  after 
thy  whisae,  to  find  that  she  gar^  me  tha  bag  to  hold, 


and  was  smuggling  in  «  corUBr  with  a  nch  old  Pan> 
tan!"  .        ,     , 

"  Credit  me^Xanoe.  it  is  not  as  thou  thinkest," 
said  Whitaker.  "  Bridgenorth  cares  not  for  these 
amorous  to^s,  and  thou  thinkest  of  nothing  dn. 
But  it  is  fittmg  our  Knight  should  know  that  he  hsi 
met  with  Deborah  in  secret,  and  givan  her  gold;  foi 
never  Puritan  gave  gold  yet,  but  it  was  earnest  f* 
some  devil's  wdHc  done,  or  to  be  done." 

"Nay,  but,*'  said  Lance,  "I  would  not  be  sach § 
dog  bolt  as  to  go  and  betray  the  girl  to  our  master. 
She  hath  a  right  to  follow  ner  fancy,  as  the  due 
aaid  who  kissed  her  cow— only  I  do  not  much  a^ 
prove  her  choice,  that  is  all.  He  cannot  be  six  yesn 
short  of  <  fifty ;  and  a  veriuice  countenance;,  under  tb 
penthouse  of  a  slouched  beaver,  and  bag  of  taag^ 
dried  bones,  swaddled  up  in  a  black  d^ak,  is  do  m 
temptation,  methinks." 

"I  tell  you  once  more,"  said  Whitaker,  "yoaat 
mistaken ;  and  that  there  neither  is,  nor  can  be^air 
matter  of  love  between  them,  but  only  some  intnm 
concerning,  perhaps,  this  same  noble  Countesi  v 
Derby,  t  tell  thee,  it  behooves  my  master  to  knowi^ 
and  1  will  presently  tell  it  to  him." 

So  sayiiig,  and  in  spite  of  all  the  reinonstzasM 
which  Lance  continued  to  make  on  hebalf  of  ll» 
tress  JDeborah,  the  ateward  rode  up  to  the  maio  Uk 
of  their  little  party,  and  meniiooed  to  the  Eaili 
and  the  Countess  of  Derby  what  he  had  just  M 
froo^  the  keeper,  adding  at  the  same  time  fais«fi 
suspicions,  that  Master  Bridgenorth  of  MoidMHi' 
Hall  was  desirous  to  keep  up  some  system  of ifH. 
in  the  Castle  of  Manindale,  either  in  Qrdsr  tsHBi 
his  menaced  vengeance  on  the  Countess  of  Mft 
as  tuthoress  of  his  brother-in-law's  death,  or  v 
some  unknown,  but  probably  sinister  purpose. 

The  Knight  of  the  Peak  was  filled  with  iugb  re- 
sentmen  t  at  Whi taker^  communica tion .  Acoaram 
to  his  prejudices,  those  of  the  opposite  faction  wen 
supposed  (o  make  up  by  wit  and  intrigue  wbst  dun 
wanted  in  open  force;  and  he  now  hastily  concfiveAi 
that  his  neighbour^  whose  prudence  be  always  ie*l 
spected,  and  sometimes  even  dreaded,  was  nuiniaf' 
ing,  for  his  private  purposes,  a  clandeatlne  con 
pondence  with  a  member  of  his  family.  If  this  t 
for  the  betrayal  of  his  noble  guest,  it  arzoed  at  a  ^ 
treachery  and  presumption;  or,  viewing  tne  whole  I 
Lance  had  done,  a  criminal  intrigue  with  a  woi 
so  near  the  person  of  Lady  PeveriU  was  in  itself 
deemed,  a  piece  of  sovereign  impertinence  and  c 
respect  on  the  part  of  such  a  person  as  BridgenoD 
against  whom  Sir  GeofTrey'a  anger  waa  kindkd  i 
cordingly. 

Whitaker  had  scarce  regained  his  post  in  the  i 
when  he  again  quitted  it,  and  galloped  to  the  i 
body  with  more  speed  than  before,  wi  th  the  unpli 
tidinga  that  the^  were  pursued  by  half  a  score  of 
men.  and  better. 

"  Kide  on  briskly  to  Hartley-nick,"  said  the  Knigh^ 
"  ana  there,  with  God  to  help,  we  will  bide  the  kna  v^ 
—Countess  of  Derby— one  word  and  a  short  ool 
Farewell !— you  must  ride  forward  with  Whitaker  ad 
another  careful  fellow,  and  let  me  alone  to  see  liMl 
no  one  treads  on  your  skirts." 

"  I  will  abide  wiih  you  and  stand  them,"  said  t_ 
Countess ;  "  you  know  of  old,  I  fear  not  to  look  oi 
man's  work." 

"  You  mwi  ride  on,  madam,"  said  the  Knight,  "ftp 
the  sake  of  the  young  Earl,  and  the  rest  of  my  mmm 
friend's  family.  Th^e  is  no  manly  work  whtchji 
be  worth  your  looking  upon ;  it  is  but  child's  i 
that  these  fellows  bring  with  them." 

As  she  yielded  a  reluctant  consent  to  eontinne 
flight,  they  reached  the  bottom  of  Hartley-nick,  a  p 
very  steep  and  pramr.  and  where  the  ixyad,  or  rai 
path,  which  had  mtherto  passed  over  more  opc«r 
ground,  became  pent  up  and  confined,  betwiit 
wood  on  the  one  sid^  and,  on  the  other,  the 
tous  bank  of  a  mountain-stream. 

The  Countess  of  Derby,  after  an  aflactionate  _. 
to  Sir  Geofl'rey,  and  having  reaueated  him  to  oonwsf  i 
her  kind  commendations  to  her  little  psge-eleet  aadj 
his  pother,  proceeded  up  tha  pass  at'  a  round  pa(%i 
and,  with  her  attendants  and  escort,  was  soon osu  m^ 
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nf^t  Imtnediftlelf  after  she  had  disappeared,  the 
nirsoers  came  up  with  Sii  GeofTrey  PevenlrWho  had 
lirided  and  drawn  up  bis  party  so  as  completely  to 
occupy  the  road  at  three  dinRrcnt-points. 

The  opposite  party  was  lixi,  as  Sir  Geoifrey  had 
zpected,  dv  Major  Bridgenortn.  At  his  side  was  a 
lOBon  in  black,  ]pith  a  silver  greyhound  on  his  arm.; 
ad  he  was  followed  by  about  eight  or  ten  inhabitant'a 
f  the  village  of  Martindale-Moultrassie.  two  or  three 
fwhom  wera  officers  of  the  peace,  and  others  were 
enonallv  known  to  Sir  Geoffrey  as  favourers  of  the 
ibvertea  government. 

A0  the  partv  rode  briskly  up,  Sir  Gieoffrcy  called 
)  them  to  halt ;  and  as  they  continued  advancing, 
e  ordered  hia  own  people  to  presept  their  pistols 
id  carabines;  and  after  assuming  that  menacing 
Uitude,  he  repeated,  with  a  voice  of  thunder,  "  Halt, 
rwefire!" 

Tlie  other  party  halted  accordingly,  iad  Major 
ridgenorth  advanced,  as  if  to  parley. 
"Why,  how  now,  neighbour,^*  said  Sir  GeofTrey, 
lifheliad  at  that  moment  recognised  him  for  the 
(It  time, — "what  makes  you  ride  so  sharp  this  mom- 
tg?  Are  you  not  afraid  to  harm  your  horse,  or  spoil 
Mr  spurs  7" 

•Sir  Geffrey,"  said  the  Major,  "I  have  no  time 
rjestin^— I  am  on  the  King's  arbirs." 

Are  you  sure  it  is  not  upon  Old  Noll's,  neighbour  1 
on  used  to  hold  his  the  better  errand,'*  said  the 
jiiftht,  with  a  smile  which  gave  occasion  to  a  horse- 
W  amon^;  his  followers. 

"  Show  him  your  warrant,"  said  Bridgenorth  to  the 
itn  in  black  formerly  mentioned,  who  was  a  pursui- 
aat^  Then  taking  the  warrant  from  the  officer,  he 
nve  H  to  Sir  Geof&ey— "  To  this,  at  least,  you  will 
laynRgard." 

V  Tile  same  regard  which  you  would  have  paid  tq 
ti  month- back  or  so,"  said  the  Knight,  teanng  the 
wrant  to  shreds.— "What  a  plague  do  you  stare  at? 

0  you  think  you  have  a  monopoly  of  rebellion,  and 
II  we  have  not  a  right  to  show  a  trick  of  disobe- 
JBcG  in  our  turn  T* 

'3fake  way,  Sir  Geoffrey  PeveriL'*  said  Bridge- 

"*^,  *'  or  you  will  compel  mc  to  do  that  I  rpny  be 

for.     I  am  in  this  matter  the  avenger  of  the  blciod 

e  of  the  Lord's  saints,  and  I  will  follow  the  chaBe 

le  Heaven  grants  me  an  arm  to  make  my  way." 

^"ou  shall  make  no  way  here,  but  at  your  peril," 
,  Sir  Geoffrey;  "  this  is  my  pTound— 1  have  been 
tssted  enotign  for  these  twenty  years  by  saints,  as 
!  call  yourselvefi.  I  tell  you,  master,  you  shall  nei- 
t  violate  the  security  of  my  hou*^,  nor  pursue  my 
bds  over  the  grounds,  nor  tamper,  as  you  have 
e,  amongst  my  servants,  with  impunity.    I  have 

you  in  respect  for  certain  kind  doings,  which  I 

1  not  either  forget  or  deny,  and  you  will  find  it 
iciilt  to  make  me  draw  a  sword  or  bend  a  pistol 
mst  yon ;  but  offer  any  hostile  movement,  or  pre- 
le  to  advance  a  foot,  and  I  will  make  sure  of  you 
lently.  And  for  these  rascals,  who  come  hither 
annoy  a  noble  lady  on  my  bounds,  unless  you 
w  them  of!|  I  will  presently  send  some  of  them  to 
devil  before  their  time." 

Make  rooio,  at  your  proper  peril,"  said  Major 
Igenorth;  and  ha  put  his  right  hand  on  his  hoi- 
''pistol.  Sir  Greoffrey  closed  with  him  instantly, 
ed  him  by  the  collar,  and  Bpaned  Black  Hastings, 
bkins  ^im  at  the  same  tnne,  so  that  the  horse 
le  a  courbettc,  and  brought  the  full  weight  of  his 
It  a^^inst  the  counter  of  the  other.  A  ready  sol- 
'  might,  in  Bridgenorth's  situation)  have  rid  him- 
of  hj8  adversary  with  a  bullet.  But  Bridgenorth's 
rage,  notwithstanding  his  having  served  sotne 
I  with  the  Parliament  army,  was  rather  of  a  civil 
|l  a  military  character ;  and  he  was  inferior  to  his 
fersary,  not  only  in  strength  and  horsemanship, 
also  and  especially  in  the  daring  and  decisive  re* 
(tion  which  made  Bir  Geoffrey  thrust  himself  rea- 

inio  personal  contest.     Wliile,  therefore  they 

rd  and  grappled  together  upon  terma  which  bore 
little  accordance  with  their  long  acquaintance 
close   neighbourhood,  it  was  no  wonder  that 
north  should  be  unhorsod  with  much  violence. 
Sir  Oeoffrqr  ipniiix  from  the  saddk,  tbo  party 


of  Bridgenorth  advanced  to  rescue  riieir  leader,  and 
that  of  the  Knight  to  oppcse  them.  Swords  were 
unsheathed^  and  pistols  presented';  but  Sir  GeAffrey, 
with  the  voice  of^  a  herald,  commanded  both  parties 
to  stand  back,  and  to  keep  the  peace. 

The  pursuivant  took  the  hint,  and  easily  found  a 
reason  for  not  protecuung  a  dangerous  duty.  "  The 
warrant,"  he  said,  "  was  destroyed.  They  that  did 
it  must  be  an^erable  to  the  Council ;  for  his  part, 
he'  could  prodKd  no  farther  without  hia  commis- 
sion." \ 

"  Well  said,  and  like  a  peaceable  fellow!"  said  Sir 
Geoffrey.—"  Let  him  have  refreshment  at  the  Cas- 
tle—his nag  is  sorely  out  of  condition.— Come,  neigh 
hour  Bridgenorth,  get  up,  man— I  trust  you  have  had 
no  hurt  in  this  mad  affray  7  I  was  loath  to  lay  hand 
on  yoiL  man,  till  you  plucked  out  your  petronel." 

As  he  spoke  thus,  he  aided  the  Major  to  rise. 
The  pursuivant  meanwhile  drew  aside;  and  with 
him  tne  constable  and  headborough,  who  were  not 
without  some  tacit  auspicion,  that  though  Peveril 
was  interrupting  the  direct  course  of  law  in  this  mat- 
ter, vet  he  was  nkely  to  have  his  oflence  considered 
by  favourable  judges;  and  therefore  it  might  be  as 
much  for  their  interest  and  safety  to  give  way  as  to 
oppose  him.  But  the  rest  of  the  party,  friends 
of  Bridgenorth,  and  of  his  prmcij;)les.  kept  their 
ground  notwithstanding  this  defection,  and  seemed, 
from  their  looks,  sternly  determined  to  rule  their  con- 
duct by  that  of  their  leader,  whatever  it  might  be. 

But  it  was  evident  that  Bridgenorth  did  not  intend 
to  renew  the  struggle.  He  ahook  himself  rather 
rouf[hly  free  from  (he  handa  of  Sir  Greoffrey  Peveril ; 
but  It  ips  not  to  draw  his  aword.  On  the  contrary, 
he  mounted  his  horse  with  a  sullen  and  dejected  air; 
and,  making  a  sign  to  his  followers,  turned  back  the 
same  road  which  ne  had  come.  Sir  Geoffrey  looked 
.after  him  for  some  minutes.  **  Now  there  goes  a 
man,"  said  he,  "  who  would  have  been  a  right  iionest 
fellow  had  he  not  been  a  Presbyterian.  But  there  is 
no  heartiness  ^boat  them— they  can  never  forgive  a 
fair  fall  upon  the  sod— they  bear  malice,  and  "that  I 
hate  as  I  do  a  black  cloak,  or  a  Geneva  skull-cap, 
and  a  pair  of 'long  ears  rising  on  each  side  on't,  liiLs 
two  chimneys  at  the  gable  ends  of  a  ibatched  cottage. 
They  are  as  sly  as  the  devil  to  boot ;  and,  therefore, 
Lance  Outram,  take  two  with  you,  and  kopp  after 
them,  that  they  may  not  turn  our  flank,  and  get  on 
the  track  of  the  Countess  again,  after  all." 

**  I  had  as  soon  tbev  should  course  my  lady's  white 
tame  doe,"  answered  Lance,  in  the  spirit  of  his  call- 
ing. He  proceeded  to  execute  hia  master's  orders 
by  dogging  Major  Bridgenorth  at  a  distance,  and  o^ 
serving  his  course  from  such  heights  as  commanded 
the  country. ,  But  it  was  soon  evident  that  no  ma- 
nccuvro  was  intended,  and  that  the  Maior  was  taking 
the  direct  road  homeward.  When  this  was  ascer- 
tained, Sir  Geoffrey  diamissod  roost  of  his  followers; 
and,  retaining  only  his  own  domestics,  rode  hastily 
forward  to  overtake  the  Countess. 

It  is  only  necessary  to  say  farther,  that  he  com- 
pleted his  puroose  of  escorting  the  Counu«s  of  Derby 
to  Vale-Roya),  without  meeting  any  farther  hinuer- 
ance  by  the  way.  The  lord  of  tbj  mansion  readily 
undertook  to  conduct  the  high-minded  lady  to  Liver- 
pool, and  the  task  0f  seeing  her  safely  embarked  for 
her  son's  hereditary  dominions,  where  there  was  no 
doubt  of  her  remaining,  in  personal  safety  until  the 
accusation  against  her  for  breach  of  the  Koyal  In- 
demnity, by  the  execution  of  Christian,, could  be 
brought  to  some  compromise. 

For  a  length  of  time  this  was  no  easy  .matter. 
Clarendon,  then  at  the  head  of  Charles's  adminis- 
tration, considered  her  rash  sction,  though  dictated 
by  motives  which  the  human  breast  must,  in  some 
respects,  svmparhise  with,  as  calculated  to  shake  the 
restored  tranquillity  of  England,  by  exciting  the  doubts 
and  jealousies  of  those  who  bad  to  apprehend  the 
'consequences  of  what  is  called,  in  our  own.  days,  a 
re-action.  At  the  same  time,  the  high  si'Tviccs  of 
this  distinguished  family— the  merits  of  the  Countess 
herself— the  memory  of  her  gallant  husbono— and 
tJie  verypeculiar  circumstances  of  iuriwhction,  wnich 
took  the  case  out  of  all  common  rules,  pleaded  stronc- 
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ly  in  her  favourj  and  the  death  of  Christian  was  at 
length  oifly  punished  bv  the  iinposition  of  a  heavy 
fine,  amounting,  we,  believe;  to  m&ty  thousand 
pounds ;  which  was  levied,  with  great  diracuUy.  out  of 
the  shattered  estates  of  the  young  Eari  of  Derby. 

.       .  CHAPTER  ^Viri. 
Mf  native  knd,  sood  tdghi  i-Bn^t 

Lady  Pevebil  remained  in  no  amSit  anxiety  for 
several  hours  after  her  husband  and  the  Countess  had 
departed  from  Martindale  Castle:  more  especially 
Vnen  she  learned  that  Major  Bridgenortb,  con- 
oemins  whose  motions  she  made  private  inquiry, 
had  taken  horse  with  a  party,  and  was  gone  to  the 
westward  in  the  same  direction  with  Sir  Geotn^y. 

At  Ieng;}h  her  immediate  uneasiness  in  regara  to 
the  safeiv  of  her  husband  and  the  Countess  was  re- 
moved, By  the  arrival  of  Whitaker,  with  her  hu»* 
band's  commendations^  und  an  account  of  the  scuffle 
betwixt  himself  and  Major  Bridgenorth. 

Lady  Peveril  shuddered  to  seenow  nearljT  they  bad 
approached  to  renewal  of  the  scenes  of  civil  discord ; 
and,  while  she  was  thankful  to  heaven  for  ber  hue- 
band's  immediate  preservation,  she  oould  not  help 
feeling  both  regret  and  apprehension  for  the  conse- 
quences of  his  quarrel  with  Major  Bridgenorth.  They 
had  now  lost  an  old  friend,  who  had  showed  himseu 
such  under  those  circumstances  of  adversity  by  which 
friendship  is  most  severely  tried ;  and  she  could  not 
disguise  rrom  herself,  that  Bridgenorth,  thus  irritated, 
might  he  a  troublesoine,  if  not  a  dangerous  enemy. 
His  rights  as  a  creditor,  he  had  hitherto  used  with 
genrlenoss ;  biit  if  he  should  employ  rigour,  Lfl%  Pe- 
veril, whose  attention  to  domestic  economy  had  made 
her  much  better  acqnainred  with  her  husband's  af- 
fairs than  he  was  himself,  foresaw  considerable  in- 
convenience from  the  measures  which  the  law  put 
in  his  power.  She  comforted  herself  with  the  recol- 
lection, however,  that  she  had  still  a  strong  hold  on 
Bridgeiiorth,  through  his  paternal  affection,  and  from 
the  fixed  opinion  which  he  bad  hitherto  manifested, 
that  his  daughter's  health  could  only  flourish  while 
under  her  charge.  But  any  expectations  of  recon- 
ciliation which  Lady  Peveril  might  probably  have 
founded  on  this  circumstance  were  frustrated  by  an 
incident  which  took  place  in  tfie  course  of  the  follow- 
ing morning. 

The  govemante,  Mistress  Deborah,  wno  has  been 
already  mentioned,  went  forth,  as  usual,  with  the 
children,  to  take  their  morning  exercise  in  the  Park, 
accompanied  by  Rachel,  a  girl  who  acted  ocoasion- 
allj^as  her  assistant  in  attending  upon  them.  But 
not  as  usual  did  she  return.  It  was  near  the  hour  of 
breakfast,  when  Ellesniere,  with  an  unwonted  degree 
of  primness  in  her  mouth  and  manner,  came  to  ac- 
quaint her  lady  that  Mistress  Deborah  had  not  thought 
proper  to  come  back  from  the  Park,  though  ihe  break- 
faac  hour  approached  so  near. 

"  She  will  come,  then,  presently,"  said  Lady  Pe- 
veril. with  indiflerence. 

.  Ellesmere  gave  a  short  and  doubtful  cougb,  and 
tnen  proceeded  to  say,  that  Rachel  had  been  sent 
home  with  little  Master  Julian,  and  thftt  Mistress 
Deborah  had  been  pleased  to  say,  she  would  walk  on 
with  Miss  Bridf^enorth  as  far  as  Moultrassie  Holt; 
which  was  a  point  at  which  the  property  of  the  Ma- 
jor, as  matters  now  stood,  bounded  that  of  Sir  Greof- 
frey  Peveril. 

Is  the  Mfench  turned  silly,"  exclaimed  the  lady, 
Bomething  angrily,  '*  that  she  docs  not  ob^  mv  or- 
ders, and  return  at  regular  hours T' 

"  She  may  be  turning  silly,"  said  Ellefimere  mys- 
9i;riously;  "or  she  may  be  turning  too  si/:  and  I 
think  it  were  as  well  your  ladyship  looked  to  it." 

"•Looked  to  what,  Ellesmere  7"  said  the  lady,  im- 

fatiently.    "  You  are  strangely  oracnlkr  this  mofning. 
f  you  know  any  thing  to  the  prejudice  of  this  young 
vroman,  I  pray  you  speak  it  out" 

"  I  prejndice!"  said  Ellesmere;  "I  scorn  to  preju- 
dice man,  woman,  or  child,  in  the  way  of  a  fellow- 
servant  ;  only  I  wish  your  ladyship  to  look  about  you, 
•od  use  your  own  eyea^that  la  aU." 


"  You  bid  me  use  my  own  eyes,  EOasmen;  bat  I 
suspect,"  answered  the  lady,  "you  wouUbf  b«tta 
pleased  were  I  contented  to  see  through  v^ipecta* 
cles.  I  charge  you—  and  you  know  I  wiU  bpobeyoi—  , 
I  charge  you  to  tell  me  what  you  koow  (i  n^ect 
about  this  girl,  Deborah  Debbitch."  . 

"/  see  through  spectacles.^'  exclaimed  tlieioilig- 
nant  Abigail ;  "  your  ladyship  wilt  pan^oD roeintfa^ 
for  I  never  use  them;  unless  a  pau-  that  belowodto 
my  poor  mother,  which  1  put  on  when  your  lauM 
wants  your  pinners  curiously  wrought  No  womaa 
above  sixteen  ever  did  white-seam  without  baniaiki 
And  then  as  to  suspecting.  1  suspect  notbiag;  Unu 
your  ladyship  hath  taken  Mistress  Deborah DelM 
from  under  my  hand,  to  be  sure  it  is  neither  brcadoK 
butter  of  mine.  Only,"  (here  she  began  to  speak  wuii 
her  lips  shut,  so  as  scarce  to  permit  a  souqc  to  isn^ 
and  mincing  her  words  as  if  she  pinched  off  theeadi 
of  them  before  she  suffered  theni  ioiesc«pe,>-"(dr, 
m^dam,  if  Mistress  Deborah  goes  so  ofien  of  a  sion- 
in^  to  Moultrassie  Holt,  why.  I  should  not  be  ap- 
prised if  she  should  never  find  the  way  back  wn*^ 

"  Once  more,  what  do  you  mean.  ElieameKl  Ta 
were  wont  to  have  some  sense— let  me  know  j^ 
tinctly  what  the  matter  is." 

"  Only,  madam,"  pursued  theAbigai],  ''that  mat 
Bridgenorth  came  back  from  Chesterfield,  and  ov 
you  at  the  Castle  Hall,  Mistress  Deborah  has  bn 
pleased  to  carry  the  children  every  moraiiw  lo  ^ 
place:  and  it  nas  so  happened  that  she  fiaiote 
met  the  Major,  as  they  call  him,  there  in  his  nb; 
for  he  can  walk  about  now  like  other  folks ;flrfi 
warrant  you  sh6  hath  not  bei^  the  worse  d^ 
meeting— one  way  at  least,  for  ehe  hath  boo^t 
new  hood  might  serve  yourself,  madam ;  bat  wbd« 
she  hath  had  any  thing  in  hand  besides  a  picoea 
hioney,  no  doubt  your  ladyship  is  bestjudgo.        « 

Lady  Peveril,  who  readily  adopted  the  nwR  9M^ 
natured  construction  pf  the  governanU'i  aoiifvi, 
oould  not  help  laughing  at  the  idea  of  a  maa  ot 
Bridgenorth' s  precise  appearance,  strict  rnDCiplea, 
and  reserved  habits,  being  suspected  of  a  desixa  a 
gallantry;  and  readily  concluded,  that  HistRasDebo* 
rah  had  found  her  advantage  in  gratifyiii£liispar» 
tal  affection  by  a  frequent  sight  ofius  aaupiter  auriog 
the  few  days  which  intervened  betwixt  bis  fiist  aesH 
little  Alice  at  the  Castle,  and  the  events  whidi  m 
folkiwed.  But  she  was  somewhat  suiprisi^  «mb, 
an  hour  after  the  usual  breakfast  hour,  dnruig  vUdi 


having  delivered  a  letter  addressixl  to  heisel/,  ■& 
another  to  Mistress  Ellesmere,  rode  away  viuktt 
waiting  any  answer. 

There  would  have  been  noihinff  lemaikableintkii 
had  any  other  person  been  concerned;  biU  Mvc 
Bridgenorth  was  so  very  ouiet  and  oiderly  in  aU  w 
proceedings— so  little  liable  to  act  hastily  oi  by  im- 
pulse, that  the  least  appearance  of  bustfe  i»l»flie  i^  ^ 
was  concerned,  excited  surprise  and  curiosiiv. 

Lady  Peveril  broke  her  letter  hastily  opefl, «» 
found  that  it  contained  the  following  linear- 

''  For  du  Hands  of  the  Honourable  and  A  Raw*' 
Lady  PeterU—T%uc: 

"  MADAM^-Please  it  your  Ladyship, 
"  I  writd  more  to  excuse  myself  to  your  la  Itw 
than  to  accuse  either  you  or  othen^  in  respei^  w 
I  am  sensible  it  becomes  our  frail  nature  betttf  jj 
confess  our  own  imperfections,  than  to  oomp!afl« 
those  of  others.  Neither  do  I  mean  to  speak  of  pi* 
times,  particularly  in  respect  of  your  worthy  ladfiii^} 
being  sensible  that  if  I  have  served  you  in  thali'enOQ 


dow  of  death.  And  therefore,  as  I  heartily  fow*^,^ 
your  ladyship  the  unlynd  and  violent  nieasope  »Wd[ 
you  dealt  to  me  at  our  last  meeting  (seeing  that  iw 
woman  who  was  the  cause  of  strife  is  aoooantcu  to* 
of  your  kindred  people,)  I  do  entreat  you,  in  like  ntai^* 
ner,  to  pardon  my  eoucinff  away  from  your  •««* 
the  young  vomaQ  called  lM)onh  T  '  "^^  "^  -'^ 
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iittttnra  instiDote^  tf  she  hatk  bees  under  y<mt  Udy* 
ibip's  airectioo,  is,  li  may  be,  uidispetMable  to  the 
health  of  my  detrest  child.,  I  had  purposed,  madam; 
vith  your  graoiooa  permieaion,  that  Alice  should 
have  remained  at  Martiadale  Castle  under  your  kind 
obaisei  ufetil  she  eould  so  fu  discern  betwixt  good 
and  evil,  that*  it  eoould  be  natter  o£  oonscience  to 
teach  her  the  way  in  which  ahe  should  go.  For  it  is 
aot  unknowB  lo  your.ladyahio,  and  ia  no  w«y  do  I 
B^ttk  it  reproachtulty.  but  rather  sorrowtully^  that  a- 
person  so  excellently  gifted  as  yoOlBelf— I  mean  touch- 
i$g  natural  [^n8iUie8~has  not  yet  received  that  true 
lisht,  which  is  a  lamp  to  the  paws,  but  aite  ooniented 
to  atumbfe  in  darkneai,  and  among  the  graves  of 
ilead  men.  It  has  been  mr prayer  in  the  watches  tt( 
the  night,  that  your  ladyship  .should  ceaso;finom  tho" 


hfid  many  loohpd  fisrward  as  a  aianifeaiatioit/df  di- 
vine favour,  seems  to  prove  little  else  than  a  permit- 
JStd  triumph  of  the  Prince  of  dM  Air,  who  seiteih 
riMttt  to  to  reators  hie  Yanityrfatr  of  bishops;  deans, 
Mid  fluch  like,  eitradinc  the  pcaoeful  ministers  of  the 
word,  whose  labours  Hav»  proved  laitfafal  to  manf 
tamgry  soafl .  GTo,  hearing  fiom  a  sute  hand,  tliat 
Dommisaiott  has  gone  forth  to -restore  these  dumb 
jogs,  the  lottawen  of  Laud  and  of  Willianis,  who 
were  cast  forth  by  the  late  Parliament,  and  that  an 
Act  of  Conforalcty,  or-  rather'  of  deformity,  of  Wor- 
ilHp^  was  to  be  eapecied,  it  is  my  purpose  to  fiy  from 
tbs  wrath  to  corner  aad  to  seek  some  comer  where 
I  pay  dweli.  ia  peace,  «nd  ^joy  liberty  of  oon- 
lewDce.  For  who  would  abide  m  the  Sanctuaiv,  after 
tJw carved  work-  theteol  is  broken  down,  ana  when 
ithath  been  made  s  place  for.owla,  and  satyraof  the 
wildemess1-*-AQd  herein  I  blame  myself,  madam, 
that  I  went  in  the  singleneae  of  my  heart  too  readily 
ittlo  that  canmstng  in  the  honsa  of  feasting,  wheHn 
My  love  of  uniaa,  and  my  desire  to  show  respect  to 
four  ladyshipi  weramade  a  snare  to  m&  But  I  trust 
twill  be  an  atonement,  that  I  am  now  about  to  absent 
nyself  from  the  place  of  my  birth,  and  the  house  of 
ny  fathers,  aa  wbll  he  from  the  place  which  holdeih 
he  dust  of  those  pledj^es  of  *my  afisctioTu  i  have 
ilso  to  remember,  that  in  this  land  my  honour  (after 
he  worldly,  ekunation)  hath  bean  abated,  and  m^ 
itility  circumaoribed,  by  your  hnsband,  Sir  Oeofirey 
^veril ;  and  that  withoat  any  ohanoe  of  my  obtatn- 
■8  reparation  at  his  hand,  whereby  I  may  say  the 
innd  of  a  kinsman  was  lifted  u^  against  my  oredit 
ihd  my  life.  These  things  are  bitter  to  theruAe  of 
he  old  Adam  t  •  wheraforOk  to  prevent  inther  bicker* 
ngs,  and,  it  may  be,  bloodsncd,  h  is  better  that  I 
esffo  this  land  wr  a  timd.  The' affairs  which  re«- 
nuin  to  be  aitlled  between  Sir  Qaolirey  and  niyself; 
[  ahall  place  in  the  hami  of  tb«  righteous  Master 
reachim  Win-the-Flght,  an  aitovncy  m  Chester,  who 
vill  arrange  tbeni  with  such  attention  to  Sir  GeoF- 
^s  convenienoot  as  justice  and  the  due  exercise  of 
the  law,  will  permH|  fbr,  asl^fost  I  shall  have  grace 
0  resist  the  temptation  to  make  the  weapons  or  catw 
inl  warfare  the  instnimenu  of  my  reven^fs,  ao- 1 
wem  to  effiBtct'it  throtish  the  means  of  Mamrmon. 
V^shnng,  madam^  that  the  Lord  may  ^nt  you  every 
ilesrfng,  and,  in  especial,  that  which  is  over  all 
vki^j%  namoly,  the  true  knowied^  of  His  way, 

"  I  remain,' your  devottd  servant  10  comraand, 
**  Ral»h  BaiDossvoatH. 
'  WrUlm  tii  MofuHrMHk'HdtL 

tkU  tenOi  dayo/  JiUy,  1660.*' 

80  aoon  as  Lady  l^veril  had  pennod  this  long  and 
In^Ur  homily,  m  which' it  seemed  to  her  that  her 
Mbboor  ahowad  mors  spitic  of  religious  fanaticiam 
(Mn  the  could  hi^ve  supposed  him  possessed  of;  she 
^ked  Tip  and  beheld  Ellesmcre,— wttn  a  countenance 
n  which^ortifioation,  and  an  affected  air  of  con- 
iMpt,  seemed  to  siruf^e  together,— who,  tired  with 
Pitching  the  expression  of  her  mistress's  counto- 
BInce,  S4)plied  tar  confirmaiioa  of  Iter  suspicions  in 
Mia  terms. 

1  suppoae*  madam,**  said  the  waiting-woittan, 


"  the  fanatic  fobl  mtends  to' many  the  wench  Y  They 
aay  he  goes  to  shift  the  country.  Truly  it's  time,  in- 
deed; for,  besidea  that  the  whole  neighbourhood 
wonid  lau^  him  xo  scorn,  I  should  not  he  surprisod 
if  Lance  Outram,  the  keeper,  gave  him  a  buck's  head 
to  bear;  for  that  is  all  in  the  way  of  hie  offioe." 

"There  is  no  great  occasion  for  your  spite  at  pre- 
sent,  Sllesmere,"  replied  her  lady.  "  My  letter  says 
nothing  of  marriai^e  1  but  it  would  appear  that  Msiv' 
isr  Eridgenorth,  being  to  leave  this  country,  has  en^ 
gaged  Deborah  to  take  care  of  his  chiU  ;  snd  I  am 
sore  I  am  heartilv  glad  of  it,  ibr  the  inianc'aaake." 

"  And  I  am  glad  of  it  for  my  own,"  said  BUesmera  » 
"and,  indeed,  for  the  sake  ot  the  whole  houa^.^And 
your  Indyship  thinks  she  is  not  like  to  be  married  w 
hrn>>  Troth,  I*ooald  never  see  how  he  should  b^ 
snot  «a  idiot  ^  but  perhaps  she  is  going  to  do  worse, 
for  she  speaks  hero  of  coming  to  high  praferment; 
and  that  scarce  comes  by  honest  service  noW'S^dayaj 
then  she  writes  me  abdui  sending  her  things,  as  if  j| 
wiere  mistresa  of  the  wardrobe  to  her  ladyship^ay. 
and  recommends  Blaster  Julian  to  the  care  of  my  age 
and  eiperience,  forsooth,  as  if  she  needeu  otsoem^ 
mend  the  dear  little ^wel  to  me ;  and  then,  to  spenk 
of  my  aga— But  I  will  bundle  away  her  raga  to  th« 
Hail  wfth  a  witness!'* 

"Do  it  with  aU  civility,"  said  th^  lidy,  **and  let 
Whitaker  send  h^r'  the  wages  fbr  which  she  hai 
served,  and  a  broad-piece  over  and  above:  for.  though 
a  li^c«hended  young  womaiit  she  was  kind  to  th« 
ohildMn.'' 

*''  I  know  who  in  kind  to  their  servants,  midain,' 
and  wouM  spoil  the  best  ever  pinned  a  gown.'' 

'^'I  spoiled  a  good  one,  E^lesmere,  when  I  spoiled 
tho^"  said'the  lady;  "but  tell  Mrs.  D^>orah  to  kiss 
the  little  Alice  for  me,  and  to  otfer  my  good  wiohetf 
to  Major  Bridgenorth,  for  his  temporarand  futoro' 
happiness." 

Sbo  M#mttSed  no  obeervation  or  reply,  but  dis- 
missed her  attendant,  without  entering  into  farther 
particulars. 

When  Ellesmere  hsd  withdrawn,  Lady  Peveril  be^ 

Sin  to  refldot,  with  much  feeling  of  compassion,  on 
e  letter  of  Ma^r  Bridgenorth ;  a  person  in  whom 
there  were  certafinly  nwny  excellent  qaelities,  but 
*whoni  a  series  of  domestic  misjbrtunes,  and  (he  in* 
crcaahig' gloom  of  a  sincere,  yet  stem  feeling  of  devo-- 
tion,  rendered  lonely  and  unhappy*,  and  she  had  more' 
than  one  antioas  thought  for  the  {lappinesS  of  the 
little  Alice,  brought  up^  ks  she  wu  likely  to  be,  under 
such  a  father.  Still  the  removal  of  BriJgerfotfh  was. 
oirthiirw^olti^  a  desirable evttrtti  forwhile  he  remained 
Bl  the  Hull,  it  was  but  too  lik^tir  ihnt  sortie  accidenra! 
coHisHm  with  Sir  Geoirey  might  give  rise  toa  rencon- 
trs  betwixt  them,  more  fata)'  than  the  las  had  been. 

In'  the  meanwhile,  she  oonld  not  help  expressing  to 
Doctor  DUnimerftr  her  surprise  and  sorrow,  that  all 
whi«h  she  had  done  and  atteftipied,  to  establish  peace 
and  unanimitv  betwixt  the  contending  factions^  had 
been  p^^TeMy  fhfcd  to  turn  out  the  very  reverae  of 
what  she  hsd  aimed  at. 

•*But  for  my  unhappy  invitation,"  rfiefcaid,  "Bridge-' 
north  would  not  have  been  at  theCantle  on  the  morn- ' 
ing  which  succeeded  the  feist,*  would  not  have  seeu 
theCountessLand  wouM  not  hove  incurred  the  re 
sentment  and  opposition  of  my  hnsbnnd.  And  but ' 
for  the  King's  return,  an  event  which  was  so  anx- 
ioosly  expected  aS  the  termination  of  all  our  calami-,' 
ties,  neither  the  noble  ladv  nor  ourselves  had  been  en 
gaged  in  this  new  path  ot  difficuliy  and  danger." 

^Honoured   madnm,"  aaid   Doctor  Dummetai, , 
**  Wire  the  aflfhirs  of  this  woHd  to  be  guided  implicitly 
by  human  wisdom,  or  were  they  iniiformly  to  fall  out ' 
according  to  the  conjectures  of  human  foresight,  ■ 
events  would  no  long^  be  under  the  domination  01 ' 
that  time  and  chance,  which  happen  unto  all  men, 
since  we  should,  in  the  one  case,  work  out  our  own 
purposes  th  a  certainty,  by  our  own  skill,  and,  in  the  ' 
other^  regulate  oar  conduct  according  to  the  views  of 
unerring  prescience.    But  man  is,  while  in  this  vale 
of  tears,  (ike  an  noinsiructed  bowler,  so  to  speak, 
who  thinks  to  attain  the  iack,  by  dt.*livering  his  bowl ; 
straight  forward  Upon  it,  being  ignorant  that  there  ]^ '' 
a  coaceal6d  bika  Within  theapbiatoid;  which 'wtUliittkt ' 
88* 
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jL  in  &n  #rabibilily,  swerve  awmr.  end- lioee  the  east' 
Having  spoken  this  with  a  seatentioua  air.  tha 
Doctor  took  his  shovel-shaped  hat,  and  went  down 
to  the  Castle  green,  to  conclude  a  match  of  bowls 
with  Whitaker,  who  had  probably  auggeeted  thia 
notable  Uliistration  of  the  nnoertain  course  of  hunua 
eventa. 

'  Two  days  afterwards,  Sir  GeofTrey  arrived.  He 
had  waited  at  Vale-Royal  till  he  heard  of  the 
GounteM*s  being  safely  embarked  for  Man,  and  then 
had  posted  homeward  to  bia  castle  and  Dame  Har- 
garoL  On  his  way,  he  learned  from  some  of  his 
attendants,  the  mode  in' which  his  lady  had.  con- 
duQted  tho  entertainment  which  she  had  given  to  the 
neighbourhood  at  his  order;  and  notwithstanding  the 
mat  deference  he  usually  showed* in  eases  where 
Lady  Peveril  ^as  concerned,  he  heard  of  her  liberali- 
ty towards  the  Presbyterian  party  with  great  indig- 
nation. 

**I  cotild  have  admitted  Bridganorth,"  ha  said,! 
**  ibr  he  always  bore  him  in  neighbourly  and  kindly 
fi^hion  till  this  last  career— I  oould  have  endured 
hioft,  so  he  would  have  drunk  the  Kind's  health,  like 
a  true  man-^but  to  bring  that  stimlniBg  scoundrelr 
Solagraoe^  with  all  his  beggarly,  long-eared  con- 
gregation, to  hold  a  conventicle  in  mj  fathers 
iouae— to  let  them  domineer  k  as  they  listed— 
why.  I  would  not  have  permitted  them  such  liberty,' 
when  they  held  their  h&Bd  the  highest  1  Tfaev  never, 
in  the  worst  of  times,  found  any  way  iiiio  Martin- 
dale  Castle  but  what  Noll's  cannon  made  for  them ; 
Sand,  that  they  should  come  aild  cant  there,  when 
od  King  Charles  is  returned'-By  my  hand.  Dame 
aigaret  shall  hear  of  it !" 
.  But,  notwithstanding  these  ireful  resolutions,  re- 
sentment altogether  subsided  in  the  honeet  Knight's 
breast,  when  ne  saw  the  fair  features  tif  hia  jady 
lightened  with  affectionate  joy  at  his  return  in  safety. 
A»  he  took  her^n  his  arms  and  kissed  her,  heforgave 
her  ere  be  mentioned  her  offence, 

"Thou  hast  played  the  knave  with  me,  Meg,"  he 
aaid,  ahakins  his  head,  and  smiling  at  Ibe  asme  time, 
**and  thou  Knovveet  in  what  matter;  but  I  think 
thou  art  true  church  woman,  and  didst  only  act  from 
aomc  siAy  womanish  iancy  of  keeping  fair  with  these 
roguish  Roundheads.  Bat  let  me  have  no  m»ie  ef 
this.  I  had  rather  Martindale  Caatle  were  again 
rent  by  their  buUbts,  than  receive  any  of  the  knaves 
in  the  way  of  friendshipT-ft  always  evoept  Ralph 
Bridgenorth  of  the  Halli  if  he  should  come  to  his 
senses  again.'* 

Lady  Peveril  waa  hen  under  the  necessity  of  «x- 
plsinina  what  ahe  had  heard  of  Master  Bridi^enortk 
—the  disappearance  of  the  govemante  wi^h  bis 
dsugbtejv  and  placed  Bridcenorth's  letter  m  his 
hand.  Sir  Geof&ey  shook  nis  hosdi  at  (irst,  sud 
then  lauohed  extremely,  at  the  idea  that  there  was 
some  little  love-intrigua  between  Bridgenorth  sod 
Mistress  D^rah. 

'  *'  It  is  the  trie  end  of  c  dissenter,"  ha  Mid,  to 
marry  his  own  maid-servant,  or  some  other  person  s. 


Deborah  is  a  good  likely  wench,  and  on  the  meirier 
)  of  thirty,  as  l^sfaouid  think. ' 


side( 


"Nay,  nay,"  said  the  Lad^  Peveril,  "you  are  as 
uncharitable  as  Ellesmers— I  believe  it  but  to  be 
affection  to  his  child." 

" Pshaw  1  pshaw!"  answered  the  Knight,  "women 
are  eternally  thinking  of  children ;  but  among  men, 
dame,  many  one  careases  the  infant  that  he  may  kiss 
the  child' 8-maid;  and  where's  the  wonder  or  the 
harm  either^  if  Bridgenorth  should  marry  the  w0noh  1 
Her  father  is  a  substantial  yeoman ;  hia  family  ha# 
ha4  the samo  farm  since  Biosworth-iSeld— asgood a 
pedigree  as  that  of  the  great  grandson  of  a  Chester- 
field brewer,  I  trow,  ~But  let  us  hear  what  he 
says  for  himself— t  shall  soel)  it  out  If  there  is  any 
loisuery  in  the  letter  about  love  and  liking,  thoiush  it 
miKht  escape  your  innocence,  Dame  Margaret."^ 

The  Knight  of  the  Peak  began  to  peruse  the  letter 
accordingly,  but  was  much  embarrassed  by  tlie  pecu- 
.iar  language  if:  which  it  was  couched.  What  he 
means  by  moving  of  candlesticks,  and  breidiing 
dqwn  of  carved  work  in  the  church,  I  cannot  guess ; 
wqlkaf  he  meaaa  to  bring  back  the  laige  silyer  can- 


dlesticks  vehicfa  mv  sraiidsne  grre  to beplteed  on 
the  altar  at  Martindale-MoDlttassie ;  and  wbicli  liii 
crop-eared  friends^  like  sachlegioos  villains  as  th^ 
are,  stole  and  mehed  down.  And  in  like  mtnocr. 
the  only  breaking  1  know  ci,  was  when  they  pulM 
down  the  tails  of  the  oommuaion-table,  (fer  whidk 
some  of  their  flngera  aore  hot  enough  by  this  tins,) 
and  when  the  brsss  omameats  were  torn  down  ftwa 
the  Pevteril  monuments;  and  thst^was  brsakiag  and 
removing  with  a  veofsaaee.  However,  dame,  thf 
upshot  i%  that  poor  BndgsDorih  is  going  id  leave  ths 
neighbourhood.  I  am  truly  sorry  C»i  «(,  though  I 
never  saw  him  oftener  than  ones  a-day,  and  nsvir 
spoks  to  him  above  two  woida.  Botlaeehovit  it 
•'-that  little  shake  by  the  ahoiiMer  slicks  in  kui 
stomach ;  and  vet,  Mck  1  did  but  lift  him  oot  of  the 
aaddle  as  I  might  have  lifted  thes  into  it  Msrnnt 
—I  was  osrefiil  not  to  hurt  him;  and  I  did  not  thiik 
him  so  tender  in  point  of  honour  as  to  mind  sncki 
thing  much.  But  I  oee  plainly  where  his  sore  lici; 
aodl  wanrant  you  I  will  manigs  4iat  he  stays  it 
the  Hall,  and  that  yon  get  hack  ishan'a  little  com* 

CioB.  Faith,  I  am  sorry  myself  at  the  thought  of 
ng  the  bsby.  and  of  having  to  choose  another  rids 
when  it  is  not  hunting  wnathsr,  than  roand  byflii 
HslU  with  s  word  at  the  window." 

"I  shodd  be  very  glad,  Sir  Qeoffrey,"  said  Ladf 
Peveril,  "that  yon  could jcome  to  a  feoooeiliatioa 
with  this  worthy  man,  for  such  I  most  hold  Uatm 
Bndgnnorth  to  he»" 

"But  for  his  dissenting  psinciplaa,  as  good  t 
neighbour  as  ever  lived."  said  Sir  Gisoflfey.         * 

'^Bnt  I  scarce  sea,'*  contuned  tha  iady,  "tff 
possibility  of  bringing  about  a  ooneluiion  so  d^ 
airabie." 

"Tuah.  dame^". ^answered  the  Knight,  "Hm 
knoweac  little  of  such  matteia.  I  know  the  fb^M 
hahs  flvon,  and  you  shall'  ase  him  91  as  soaoa  if 
ever."  • 

Lsdy  Peveril  had,  ftem  her  sineere  affeccoaod 
sound  sense,  as  good  a  right  to  dataa^e  full  cob^ 
fkisnoa  of  her  husband,  as  any  woman  m  Mf 


shire {  snd,  upon  this  occasion,  to  oonfivs  the  tran, 
she  hsd  <more  anxiety  to  know  bis  purpose  than  he 
sense  of  thsir  munisl  and  separate  dntiea  pennitud 
her  in  general  to  entertain.  She  could  not  mwffM 
\vhat  modeof  raoobetfiation  with  his  neighboor,  m 
Qeoflresr  (no  very  aente  judge  of  mankind  or  tbor 
peculiarities)  could  have  devised,  wliieh  might  noi 
be  disdossd  to  hsr  i  and  she  felt  some  seerat  anxietr 
lest  the  means  resortsd  to  mijriit  be  so  ill  ohoeenai 
to  render  the  breaeh  rather  wider.  But  Sir  6«om« 
would  give  no  opening  fiar  tether  inquiry.  He  bad 
been  long  sneagh  oolonel  of  a  ragimeot  abroad.  10 
value  bimaelf  on  the  right  of  abeohite  cemmapd  at 
home;  and  10  all  the  hinto  which  hia  lady's  laga* 
nuity  oould  deviaeand  throw  out,  he  only  aiwwena>> 


.  -«w«^-  -.- — .-„ ,  „ This  ia JO, 

caaa  for  thy  handling.  Thou  shalt  know  eoooff 
ott't  by  and  by»  dame.-K3o,  look  10  Juhtn.  ^^'il}."** 
boy  never  have  done  crying  for  lack  of  that  unit 
-      ~       "      •-    But  we  wiU  bavebtih 


sprout  of  a  Ooundhfod')  But  we  will  bavelitdt 
Alice  hack  w;th  ua  in  two  or  thne  day%  and  all  w 
be  well  again."  •      ^       _^ 

In  the  good  Knight  q^ke  these  words,  a  pw 
winded  his  horn  in  the  court,  and  a  Uigapacketyr  < 
brought  in,  addressed  to  the  worshipful  Sir  G«pm 
Peveril,  Justice  of  the  Peaee^  and  as  fiorth  i^Jf^ 
bad  been  placed  in  authority  ee  soon  as  the  Mm* 
Restpration  was  put  upon  a.  settled  basis.  Upoi 
opening  the  packet,  which  hedid  «uh  op  Mail 
feeling  of  importance,  he 'found  that  U  oontamed  us 
warrant  which  he  had  sdicti  1  for  replacmg  DocW 
Dummsrar.  in  the  parish,  from  ^ch  hs  hMl  mm 
hnMjf  wcted  during  the  uatoipatisn.*  J 

Few  incidents  conid  hntw  given  mors  ddugatio  t 


*  Hie  ^UoD  of  the  Preabjrterian 
Barthoiomew'a  day.  thence  ecdled  T 
t^MMMuid  Praebyteiwa  M«ttm  wef« 
nleneed  thravghout  K*trv*ft    Tt 

alternative  to  ranowice.  their  princ9>Ue,  oi  estfiawf  ^'"i^.^ 
dee  of  unilbreiity    And  to  their  reej  hoBwg.CalaynBMMr. 


thowand  Praebyteiwa  paettm  wef«  en  Uiaisar  w>vr7.1Z 

nienewlthraerhoutfiiiffhiif    TbeprMchem.iBdeedWootriM 

alternative  to  ranowice.  their  princ^lee,  oi  eshfiye  ^'^'^.^ 

dee  of  unilbreiity    And  to  their  reet  hoWMV.  CtUanj^BM,  . 

and  RttynoMi,  refUned  biirhopriei.  and  mtny  Mhir  Prvdnrto^J  ^ 

miniitera  declined  deoneriee  and  other  preAnnaoli,  aBdnuMW  f  ■ 


V*  W 


Craf.'IX.j' 


p)sv£ril  of  the  VIRJJL 


'»^ 


Sir  Geoffrey:  He  6ou!d  foi^giTe  a  stout  able-bodied 
aeciary  or  nonconformist,  who  enforced  his  doc- 
trines m  the  field  by  downright  blows  on  the  casques 
and  cuirasses  of  himself  and  other  Cavaliers.  But 
be  remembered,  with  most  vindictive  i^ccuracy,  the 
triumphant  entrance  of  Hugh  Peters  tlirough  the 
breach  of  his  Castle ;  and  for  nis  sake,  without  nicely 
distinsuishing  betwixt  sects  or  their  teachers,  he 
held  all  who  mounted  a  pulpit  without  warrant  from 
the  Church  of  England—perhaps  he  might  also  in 
private  except  that  of  Rome— to  be  disturbers  of  the 
public  tranauilli(y— seducers  of  the  congregation  from 
their  lawful  preachers— instigators  oftbe  late  Civil 
War— and  men  well  disposed  to  risk  the  fate  of  a 
new  one. 

.Then,  on  thjs  other  hand,  ^tdea  grati^ng  his 
dislike  to  Solsgrace,  he  saw  much  satisfaction  in 
the  task  of  replacing  his  old  friend  and  associate  in 
sport  and  in  aan^er,  the  worthy  Doctor  Dummerar, 
in  his  Intimate  rights,  and  in  the  ease  and  comforts 
of  his  vicarage.  He  communicated  the  contents  of 
the  packet,  with  great  triumph,  to  his  lady,  who  now 
perceived  the  sense  of  the  mysterious  paragraph  in 
Miyor  Bridzenorth's  letter,  concerning  the  removal 
of  the  candlestick,  and  the  extinction  of  light  and 
doctrine  in  the  land.  She  pointed  this  out  to  Sir 
Geoffrey,  and  endeavoured  to  persuade  him  that 
t  door  was  now  opened  to  reconciliation  with  his 
neighbour,  by  executing  the  commission  which  he 
had  received  in  an  easy  and  moderate  manner,  alter 
doe  delay,  and  with  all  respect  to  the  feelings  both 
of  Solsgrace  and  his  congregation,  which  circum- 
i^ces  admitted  of.  This,  the  lady  argued,  would  be 
«ng  no  injury  whatever  to  Doctor  Dummerar  :— 
Bsy^  might  be  the  meana  of  reconciling  many  to  bis 
mmis^ry,  who  might  otherwise  be  disgusted  with  it 
^  ever,  by  the  premature  expulsion  of  a  favourite 
preacher. 

Thefe  was  much  wisdom,  as  well  as  moderation, 
n  this  advice;  and,  at  another  time,  Sir  Geoffrey 
fould  have  had  sense  enough  to  have  adopted  it. 
3ut  who  can  tfct  composeoly  or  prudently  in  the 
lour  of  triumph  1  The  ejection  of  Mr.  Solsgraoe 
vas  so  hastily  executed,  as  to  give  it  some  ap^pearanoe 
)f  persecution ;  though,  more  justly  considered,  it 
vas  the  restoring  of  his  predecessor  to  his  legal 
ights.  , Solsgrace  himself  seemed  to  bedesiroMS  to 
nake  his  sufferings  as  manifest  as  possible.  He 
^Idout  to  the  last;  and  on  the  Sabbath  after  he  had 
!eceived  intimation  of  bis  ejection,  attempted  to  make 
lis  way  to  the  pulpit,  as  usual,  supported  by  Msster 
Bridgenorth*s  attorney,  Win-the-Pight,  and  a  lew 
leaious  followers. 

Just  as  this  party -came  into  the  churchyard  oh  the 
9tie  side,  Dr.  Dummerar,  dressed  in  full  pontifi- 
cals, in  a  sort  of  triumphal  procession,  accompanied 
by  Peveril  of  the  Peak,  Sir  Jasper  Cranboum&  and 
other  Cavaliers  of  distinction,  entered  at  the  other. 

To  prevent  an  actual  struggle  in  the  church,  the 
parish-officers  were  sent  to  prevent  the  farther  ap- 


proach of  the  Presbyterian  minister;  which  was 
efTected  without  farther  damage  than  a  broken  head, 
inflicted  by  Roger  Raine,  the  drunken  innkeeper  of 


the  Peveril  Arms,  upon  the  Presbyterian  attorney  of 
Chesterfield. 

Unsubdued  in  spirit,  though  compelled  to  retreat 
l>y  superior  force,  the  undaunted  Mr.  Solsgrace  re- 
tired to  the  vicarage ;  where,  under  some  legal  pre- 
text which  had  been  started  by  Mr.  Win-the-Fight, 
(in  that  day  unaptly  named.)  he  attempted  to  main- 
tain himself— bolted  gates— barred  winaowa— and.  as 
report  said,,(though  Talsely,)  made  provision  of  nre- 
inns  to  resist  the  officers.  A  scene  of  clamour  and 
scandal  accordingly  took  place,  which  being  re- 
Iprted  to  Sir  Geoffrey,  he  came  in  person,  with 
■ome  of  hib  attendants  carrying  arms— forced  the 
<>ttte^-gate  and  inner-doors  of  the  bous^ ;  and,  pro- 
<^ing  to  the  study,'  found  no  other  garrison  save 
me  Presbyterian  parson,  with  ihe  attorney,  who 
gave  up  possession  of  the  premises,  after  making 
protestation  against  the  violence  that  had  been  used. 

The  rabble  of  the  village  being  by  this  time  all  in 
motion.  Sir  Geoffrey,  botn,in  prudence  and  in  good- 
Mlure,  saw  the  propriety  of  escorting  his  prisoners, 


for  so .  they  might  be  termed,  safely  through  th* 
tumult ;  and  accordingly  conveyed  them  in  persoiir 
through  much  noise  and  clamoul',  as  far  as  the 
avenue  of  Moultrassie-Hall,  which  they  chose  for 
the  place  of  their  retreat. 

But  the  absence  of  Sir  Greoifrey  gave  the  rein  to 
some  disorders,  which,  if  present,  he  would  assu- 
redly have  restrained.  Some  of  the  minister's  books 
were  torn  and  flung  about  as  treasonable  and  sedlf* 
tioi)a  trash,  by  the  zealous  parish-officers  or  their 
assistants.  A  Quantity  of  his  ale  was  drunk  up  in 
healths  to  the  King,  aiid  Peveril  of  the  Peak.  And 
finally,  the  boys,  who  bore  the  ex-parson  no  good 
will  for  his  tyrannical  interference  with  their  games 
at  skittles,  football,  and  so  forth,  and,  moreover, 
remembered  the  unmerciful  length  of  his  sermons.' 
dressed  up  an  effigy  with  his  Geneva  gown  ana 
band,  and  his  steeple-crowned  hat,  which  they 
paraded  through  the  village,  and  burnt  On  the  spot 
whilom  occupied  by  a  stately  Maypole,  which  Sols- 
grace  had  formerly  hewed  down  with,  his  own 
reverend  hands. 

Sir  Geofitey  was  vexed  at  all  this,  and  sent  to  Mr. 
Sol8grace,'onering  satisfaction  for  the  goods  whicb 
he  had  lost ;  but  the  Calvinistical  divine  replied, 
"fVom  a  thread  to  a  shoe-latchet,  I  will  not  taka 
any  thing  that  is  thine.  Let  the  shame  of  the  work 
of  thy  hands  abide  with  thee.'* 

Considerable  scandal^  indeed,  arose  against  Six 
Geoffrey  Peveril,  as  having^  proceeded  with  indecent 
severity  and  haste  upon  this  occasion ;  and  rumour 
took  care  to  make  the  usua^  additions  to  the  reality. 
It  was  currentlv  reported,  iiat  the  desperate  Cava- 
lier, Peveril  of  the  Peak,  had  Men  on  a  Presbyterian 
conf^egatioui  while  engaged  in  the  peaceable  exer- 
cise of  religion,  with  a  band  of  armed  men— had 
slain  some,  desperately  wounded  many  mora,  and 
finally  pursued  the  preacher  to  his  vicarage,  which 
he  burnt  to  the  ground..  Some  alleged  the  clergy- 
man  had  perished  in  the  flames;  and  the  most 
mitigated  report  bore,  that  he  had  only  been  able  to 
escapes  by  disposing  nis  gown,  cap,  and  band,  neav  - 
a  window,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  deceive  them  with 
the  idea  of  his  person  being  still  surrounded  by 
flames,  while  he  himself  fled  by  the  back  part  of  th^ 
house.  And  althopgh  few  fteople  believed  in  the 
extent  of  the  atrocities  thus  imputed  to  our  honest 
Cavalier,  yet  stiU  enough  of  obloquy  attached  to  him 
to  infer  very  serious, consequences,  as  the  reader  will 
learn  at  a  niture  period  of  our  hiistory.  .    . 


CHAPTER  IX. 
B^tam.  Th  *«halkiige.  tir,  U  It  hot  f 
Qentlmum,  !Ti«  ao  iavitiDf  to  the  field. 

For  a  day  or  two  after  this  forcible  expulsion  froin 
the  vicarage,  f/it,  Solsnaoe  continued  his  residencq 
at  Moultrassie-Hall,  where  the  natural  melancholy, 
attendant  on  his  situation  added  to  the  gloom  of  the 
owner  of  the  mansion.  In  the  morning,  the  ejected 
divine  made  excursions  to  different  families  in  th« 
neighbourhood,  to  whom  his  ministry  had  been  ac-, 
ceptable  in  the  days  of  his  prospenty,  and  from 
whose  grateful  recollections  of  thatoeriod  he  now, 
found  sympathy  and  consolation.  He  did  not  re^ 
quire  to  be  condoled  with,  because  he  was  deprive^ 
of  an  easy  and  competent  mahiteoance,  and  thrust 
out  upon  the  coraqion  of  life,  after  he  had  reason  toi 
suppose  he  would  be  no  longer  liable  to  such  muta  . 
tions  of  fortune.  The  piety  of  Mr.  Solsgrace  waa. 
sincere;  and  if  he  had  many  of  the  uncharitable  pre-, 
judices  against  other  sects,  which  polemical  contro  . 
versy  had  generated,  and  the  Civil  War  brought  to  % 
head,  he  had  also  that  deep  sense  of  duty,  by  which 
enthusiasm  is  so  often  dignifiedL  and  held  nis  very, 
life  little,  if  called,  upoa  to  lay  it  down  in  attestation 
of  the  doctrines  in  which  he  l^elieved.  But  he  was 
soon  to  pr^are  for  leaving  the  district  which  Heaven, 
he  conceived,  had  assigned  to  him  as  his  corner  of 
the  vineyard ;  lie  was  to  abandon  his  flock  to  ths 
wolf— was  to  forsake  those  with  whom  he  had  held 
sweet  counsel  in  re^oos  communion— was  to  leavO| 
the  recently  converted  to  relapse  into  false  doctnnetb 


and  forsake  the  wftTeilMigt  ^hem  hia  continued  caret 
might  have  directed  intolne  right  path— these  were  of 
themselves  deep  causes  of  sorrow,  and  w^  arajava- 
tedjdoubtless.  by  those  natural  feelings  with  which  all 
liften,  especially  those  whose  duties  or  habits  have 
confined  them  to  a  limited  circle,  r^ard  the  sepa- 
fktibn  from  wonted  scenes,  and  their  accustomed 
haunts  of  solitary  musing,  or  social  intercourse. 
'  There  was.  indeedL  a  plan  of  placing  Mr.  Sols- 
grace  at  the  head  of  a  nonconforming  congregation 
m  'his  present  parish,  which  his  followers  would 
have  readijr  consented  to  endow  with  a  sufficient 
revenue.  But  although  the  act  for  universal  con- 
formity was  not  ^et  passed,  such  a  measure  was 
understood  to  be  impending^  and  there  existed  a 

E'  neral  opinion  among  the  Presbyterians,  that  in  no 
nds  was  it  likely  to  oe  more  stnctly  enforced^  than 
in  those  of  Peveril  of  the  Peak.  Solsgrece  himself 
considered  not  only  his  personal  danger  as  being 
considerable,— for,  astummg  perhaps  more  conse- 

§>nce  than  was  actually  attached  to  him  or  his 
dUctions,  he  conceived  the  h6nest  Knight  to  be 
^mortal  and  determined  enemy,— but  he  also  con- 
vex that  he  should  serve  the  cause  of  his  church 
hjy  absenting  himself  from  Derbyshire. 
"  Less  known  pastors,"  he  said,  ^'  though  perhaps 
re  worthy  of  the  name., may  be  permittea  to  as- 
ihle  the  scattered  flock^  in  <^ayerns  or  in  secret 


by  gratitude  towards  LadyPawril,  ao^  bv  h«  uncial 
arguments  in  Ikvour  of  a  mutusi  and  .toler|ktiii( 


fQore 

•einhle      _     , 

wihls,  and  to  them  shall  the 


leaning  of  the  i 


of  Ephraim  be  better  than  the  vintage  of  Abiezer. 
But  I,  that  have  00  often  carried  the  banner  forth 
against  the  mighty— I,  whose  topgue  hath  testified, 
morning  and  evening,,  like  the  watchman  upon  the 
tower,  against  Popery^  Ptelacy^  and  the  tyrant  of  the 
Peak— for  me  to  abide  here,  Werp  hut  to  bring  the 
sword  of  blpody  vengeance  amongst  you,  that  the 
shepherd  might  he  smitten,  and  the  sheep  scattered. 
The  shedders  of  blood  h&ve  already  assailed  me. 
even  within  that  ground  which  they  themselves  call 
consecrated ;  and  yourselves  have  seen  the  scalp  of 
the  riehteous  broken,  as  lie  defended  my  cause. 
Therefore,  I  will  put  on  my  sandals,  and  gird  my 
loin^  and  depart  to  a  far  country,  and  there  do  as 
my  duty  shall  call  upon  me,  whether  if  he  to  act  or 
tb  sufler— to  beai'  testimony  at  the  stake  or  m  the 

'  'Such  were  the  sentiments  which  Mr.  Solnrace 
expressed  to  his  desponding  friends,  and  which  he 
e^attated  upon  at  more  length  with  Major  Bridge- 
ilorth ;  not  niling.  with  friendly  zeal,  to  rebuke  the 
haste  which  the  latter  had  shown  to  thrust  out 
the  hand  of  fellowshm  to  the  Amalekite  woman, 
whereby  he  reminded  Jbim,  **  He  had  been  rendered 
her  slave  and  bondsman  for  a  season,  like  Samson, 
betrayed  by  Delilafau  and  might  haver  remained 
longer  in  the  house  oiDagon,  had  not  Heaven  point- 
ad  to  him  a  way  out  of  the  snare.  Alao^  it  sprung 
Mfkinally  from  the  Higbrs  going  op  to  least  m  the 
high  place  of  Baal^  that  he  who  was  the  champion 
of  the  truth  was  striken  down,  and  put  to  shame  by 
the  enemy,  even  in  the  presence  of  the  host." 

"These  objurgations  seeming  to  give  some  offence 
to  Major  Bridgenorth,  who  lilted,  no  better  than  any 
other  man,  to  hear  of  his  own  mishaps,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  have  them  imputed  to  his  own  mis- 
conduct, the  worthy  divme  proceeded  to  take  shame 
to  himself  for  bis  own  sinful  compliance  in  that 
matter ;  for  to  the  ven^^nce  justly  due  for  that 
nohawy  dinner  at  Marandale  Castle,  (which  was, 
he  said,  a  crying  of  peace  when  there  was  no  peace, 
and  a  dwelling  m  the  tents  of  sin,)  he  imputed  his 
cflection  from  his  living,  with  theoestruetion  of  some 
m  his  most  pithy  and  highly  prized  volumes  of 
divinity,  with  the  loss  of  his  cap.  gown,  and  band, 
and  a  double  hogshead  of  choice  Ijeihy  sle. 

The  miod  of  Major  Bridgenorth  was  strongly 
tmged  with  devotional  feeling  which  bis  late  inis- 
fortunes  had  rendered  more  dsep  and  solemn ;  and 
it  is  therefore  no  wonder,  that,  when  he  heard  these 
arguments  urged  again  and  again,  byapaatorwhom 
he  so  much  ren>ected,  and  who  was  now  a  sufferer 
ill  the  cause  of^  their  joint  faith,  he  began  to  look 
back  with  disapproval  on  his  own  conduct,  and  to 
•iq>ect  that  he  nad  penrmitted  himself  to  be  seduced 


liberality  of  sentiments,  into  an  action  which  hid  a 
tendency  to  compromise  his  religious  and  politieil 
principles. 

One  morning,  as  Major  Bridgenorth  nsd  weaiied 
himself  with  several  Retails  respecting  the  amnge- 
ment  of  his  affairs,  he  was  reposing  in  tbeleaibere 
easy-chair,  beside  the  latticed  window,  a  posiom 
whicb»  by  natural  association,  recalled  to  him  thfl 
memory  of  former  times,  and  the  feelings  with 
which  n^  was  wont  to  expect  the  recumnf  riiit  of 
Sir  Geoffrey,  who  brought  him  news  of  his  chiiira 
welfare.—"  »irely,"  he  said,  thinking  as  it  ^«n, 
aloud,  *  there  was  no  sin  in  the  kindness  with  whid^ 
I  then  regarded  that  man." 

Solsgrace  who  wo»  in  the  apartment,  and  8«0h 
what  passed  through  his  friend's  mind,  acquiioted 
as  he  was  with  every  point  of  his  historf,  replieiH 
*'  When  God  caused  Elijah  to  be  fed  l^  nnn^ 
while  hiding  at  the  brook  Cheri^  wehear  notofbd 
fondling  the  unclean  birds,  whom,  contrary  to  iheir» 
vening  nature,a  miracle  compelled  to  ministerto  bh& 

"It  may  he  so,"  answered  Bridgenorth,  "y?i » 
flap  of  their  wings  must  have  been  gracious  m  [« 
ear  of  the  famished  prophet,  like  the  tread  of  M 
horse  in  mine.  The  ravens,  doubtless,  resumed  iM 
nature  when  the  season  was  passed,  and  eten  s98 
has  fared  with  him.— Hark  !"•  he  exclaimed,  Stan- 
ins,  "  I  hear  his  horse's  hoof  tramp  even  now." 

It  was  seldom  that  the  echoes  of  that  silent  ho* 
and  court-yard  were  awakened  by  the  tnuaplinf  1 
horses,  but  such  was  now  the  case.  ,, 

Both  Bridgenorth  and  Solsgrace  weie  sopnaa 
at  the  sound,  and  ev^n  disposed  to  anticipaK 
some  farther  oppression  on  the  pan  of  &ymw^ 
wjien  the  Majors  old  servant  introduced,  withjinii 


ceremony,  (for  his  manners  were  nearly  e<  F^  "f 
his  master's,)  a  uU  gentleman  on  the  farther !»« 
middle  life,  wndse  vest  and  cloak,  long  hair,  wnim- 
ed  hat,  and  drooping  feather,  announced  niin  u  t 


Cavajier.  He  bowS  formally,  bul  courteoni^y.  ^ 
both  gentlemen,  and  said,  that  ha  was*' Sir  Ji^^ 
Cranboume,  chafged'with  ah-egpecial  mesMff  to 
Master  Ralph  Bridgenorth  of  Moultrassio-HiDt^ 
his  honourable  nriend  Sir  OeoflTey  Peveril  of  tw 
Peak,  and  that  he  regnested  to  know  whether  Mas' 
ter  Bridgenorth  would  be  pleased  to  noan  a 
acquittal  of  commission  here  or  elsewhere."     , 

"Any  thing  which  Sir  Geoffrey  Peveril  can  naj 
to  say  to  me,"  said  Major  Bridgenorth,  **ms  » 
told  instantly,  and  before  my  fnend,  from  whom  l 
have  no  secrets."  ,. 

"  The  presence  of  any  other  friend  were,  rastead  « 
being  ooiectionable,  the  thing  in  the  world  most  (p 
be  desired,"  said  Sir  Jasper,  after  a  momeprs  h«- 
tation,  and  looking  at  Mr.  Solsgrace {  "bat  tfaa 
gentleman  seems  to  be  a  sort  of  clergyman.'     _^ 

"I  4m  not  conscious  of  any  aecrets,"  ans'gj 
Bridgenorth,  **  nor  do  I  deeire  to  have  any,  m  wpio 
a  dergyman  is  an  unfitting  confidant."  ^,^ 

"At  your  pleasure,'*  replied  Sir  Jaspt^.  TJ 
confidence,  for  aught  I  know,  may  he  well  enw 
chosen,  for  your  divines  (always  under  your  fatotf? 
have  proved  no  enemies  to  such  matters  u  I  aa  v 
treat  with  you  upon." 

••Proceed,  sir,"  answered  Mr.  Bridgenorth,  grrj 
ly ;  •'  and  I  pray  you  to  be  seated,  unless  it  is  latbf 
your  pleasure  to  sund."  ,-  #  ^ 

♦*  I  must,  in  the  first  place,  deliver  myself  ofj 
small  commission."  answered  Sir  Jasper,  drawg 
himself  up  t  "  and  it  will  be  after  I  have  seen  t» 
reception  thereof;  that  1  shall  know  whether  I  iWiJ 
am  not,  to  sit  down  at  Moultrasaifr-HalL— Siruw' 
frey  Peveril,  Master  Bridgenorth,  bath  caiv^ 
considered  with  himself  the  unhappy  circqmsiaBCw 
which  at  present  separate  you  as  ncighbaiira  AW 
he  remembers  many  passages  in  former  tane»r 
I  speak  his  very  woros— which  incline  him  to« 
all  that  can  possibly  consist  with  his  bonoor,  w 
wipe  out  unkindness  between  you;  aw^S'-  . 
desirable  object  he  is  willing  to  condmc^  J^* 
degree,  which,  as  you  could  not  have  expected,  it  wis 
no  doubt  give  you  great  pleasure  to  leam. 
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'*  Allow  tne  to  say,  Sir  Jasper.'*  said  Bridgenorth, 
"that  this  ia  unnecesaary.  I  have  made  no  com- 
plaints of  Sir.Geoflrej£r-T  have  required  no  sub- 
miasion  from  him— I  am  about  to  leave  thia  country ; 
and  what  afTaira  we  may  have  together,  pan  he  as 
well  settled  bv  others  as  by  ourselvea." 

**  In  a  worcL"  said  the  divine,  '*  the  worthy  Major 
Bridgenorth  hath  had^enouf^h  of  trafficking  with 
the  ungodly,  and  will  no  longer,  on  any  terms,  con-, 
sort  with  them." 

'*  Gentlemen  both,"  said  Sit  Jasper,  with  imper- 
turbable politenesa,  bowing,  "you  greatly  mistake 
the  tenor  of  my  commission,  which  you  will  do  as 
well  to  hear  out,  before  making  any  reply  to  it  J 
think.  Master  Bridgenorth,  you  cannot  but  remember 
"your  letter  to  the  Larly  Peveril,  of  which  I  have  here 
a  rough  copy,  in  which  you  complain  of  the  hard 
^easure  which  you  have  received  at  Sir  Geoffrey's 
xiand,  and  in  particular,  when  he  pulled  you  from 
Vour  horse  at  or  near  Hartley-nick.  Now,  Sir 
Geoffrey  thinks  so  well  of  you,  as  to  believe,  that, 
were  it  not  for  the  wide  dinerence  betwixt  his  de- 
scent and  rank  and  your  own,  you  would  have 
Bouj^ht  to  bring  this  matter  to  a  gentlemanlike 
arbUrement,  as  the  only  mode  iVhereoy  your  stain 
may  be  honourably  wiped  away.  Wherefore,  in  this 
ilignt  note,  he  gives  you;  in  his  generosity,  the  ofier 
ttf  what  you,  in  your  modealy,  (for  to  nothing  else 
does  he  impute  your  acquiescence,)  have  declined  to 
demand  of  him.  And  withal,  I  brmg  you  the  mea- 
sure of  his  weapon ;  and  when  you  have  accepted  the 
cartel  which  I  now  offer  vou.  X  shall  be  ready  to 
lettle  the  time,  place,  and  other  circumstainces  of 
)our  meeting." 

''And  I."  said  Solsgrace,  with  a  solemn  voice, 
"should  the  Author  of  Evil  temot  my  friend  to  ac- 
o^t  of  so  bloodtl^irsty  a  proposal,  would  be  the  first 
to  pronounce  against  him  sentence  of  the  greater 
excommunication." 

"It  is  not  you  whom  I  address,  reverend  sir,"  re- 
plied the  envoy ;  "  your  interest,  not  unnaturally,  may 
ietermine  you  to  be  more  anxious  about  your  pa- 
iron's  life  than  about  his  bonoiir.  I  most  know, 
Voni  himself;  to  which  he  is  disposed  to  give  the 
)reference." 

So  saying,  and  with  a  ^aceful  bow,  he  again 
endered  the  challenge  to  Major  Bridgenorth.  There 
^as  obviously  a  struggle  in  that  gentleman*e  bosom, 
letween  the  suggestions  of  human  honour  and  those 
»f  religious  principle;  but  the  latter  i7revailed.  He 
»hnly  waived  receiving  the  paper  which  Sir  Jaaper 
»fllerea  to  him,  and  spoke  to  the  following  purpose  :— 
*It  may  not  be  known  to  you.  Sir  Jasper,  that  ainoe 
he  general  pouring  out  of  Christian  light  upon  this 
ungdom,  many  solid  men  haye  been  led  to  doubt 
Mrhether  the  shedding  human  blood  by  the  hand  of  a 
'ellow-creati|re  be  in  any  respect 'justifiable.  And 
dthough  tola  rule  appeara'  to  me  to  be  scarcely 
mplicable  to  our  state  in  this  stage  of  trial,  seeing 
hat  such  non-resistance,  if  general,  would  surrender 
mr  civil  and  reUgious  rights  into  the  hands  of  what-. 
loever  daring  tyrants  might  usurp  the  same ;  yet  I 
im,  and  have  been,  inclined  to  limit  the  use  of  carnal 
urma  to  the  case  of  necessary  self-defence,  whether 
Rich  regards  our  own  person,  or  the  protection  of 
>ur  country  against  invasion;  or  of  our  rights  of 
>roperty,  and  the  freedom  of  our  laws  and  of  our 
Mnscience,  against  usurping  power.  And  as  I  haye 
never  shown  myself  unwilling  to  draw  my  sword  in 
Iny  of  the  Tatter  causes,  so  you  shall  excuse  my  suf- 
fering it  now  to  remain  m  the  scabbard,  when, 
liaving  sustained  a  grievous  injury,  the  man  who 
[nflicted  it  summons. mc  ^o  combat,  either  upon  an 
idle  punctilio,  or,  aa  is  more  likely,  in  mere  bravado." 

"I  have  heard  you  with  patience,"  said  Sir  Jasper: 
*and  now,  Master  Bridgenorth,  take  it  not  amis^  ii 
I  beseech  you  to  bethink  yourself  better  on  this 
matter.  I  vow  to  Heaven,  sir,  that  your  nortour  lies 
i-blending;  and  that  in  condescending  to  afford  you 
this  fair  meeting,  and  thereby  jgiving  you  some  chance 
to  stoit  its  wounds.  Sir  GeoHrey  has  been  moved  by 
a  tender  sense  of  your  condition,  and  an  earnest 
^ish  to  redeem  your  dishonour.  And  it  will  be  but 
ha  crossing  of  your  blade  with  his  honoured  tfword* 


t6T  the  space  of  some  Jfe\V  minutes,  anS  you  wift 
either  Uve  or  die  a  noble  and  honoured  gentleman. 
Besides,  that  the  Knight's  exquisite  skill  of  renp9 
may  enable  him,  as  his  good-nature  will  incline  him, 
to  disarm  vou  with  some  desh  wound,  little  to  the 
damage  of  your  person,  and  greatly  to  the  benefit  d 
your  reputation." 

"The  tender  merci^  of  the  wicked,"  said  Master 
Solsgrace.  emphatically,  by  way  of  commenting  ot 
this  spe^h.  which  Sir  Jasper  had  uttered  very  par 
thetically,  '  arecn^el" 

"  I  pray  to  have  no  farther  interruption  from  your 
reverence,"  said  Sir  Jasper ;  "  especially  as  I  tninf 
this  affair  very  little  concerns  you;  and  I  entreat 
that  you  permit  me  to  discharge  myaelf  regularly  of 
my  commission  from  mjr  worthy  friend." 

So  saying,  he  took  his  sheatnod  rapier  from  hit 
belt,  and  passing  the  point  through  the  silk  thr^d 
which  secured  the  letter,  he  once  more,  and  liter- 
ally at  sword  point,  gracefully  tendered  it  to  Majoir 
Bri(^north,  who  again  waved  it  aside,  though  co* 
louring  d^ly  at  the  same  time,  as  if  he  wa« 
putting  a  marked  constraint  upon  himself— dre^ 
back,  and  made  Sir  Jasper  Cranoourne  a  deep  bo«r. 

"  Since  it  is  to  be  thus,"  aajul  Sir  Ja^er.  '*  I  muiK 
myself  do  violence  to  the  seal  of  Sir  Geofirey's  letteL 
and  read  it  to  you,  that  I  may  fully  acquit  myself  qi 
the  charge  intrusted  to  me,  and  make  you,  Master 
Bridgenorth,  equally  aware  of  the  eenerous  inten- 
tions of  Sir  Geoffrey  on  your  behwf.'*  . 

"If,"  said  Major  Bridgenorth,  "the  contents  ot 
the  letter  be  .to  no  other  purpose  than  you  hava  inti- 
mated, methinks  farther  ceremony  is  unneoessaiyon 
this  occasion,  as  I  have  already  taken  my  course" 

"Nevertheless,"  taid  Sir  Jasper,  breaking  ope^ 
the  letter,  "  it  is  fitting  that  I  read  to  yoti  the  letter 
of  my  worshipful  friend."  Aiid  he  read  accordinglf 
as  follows  :— 

"  Far  the  irorlA.y  hand$  qf  Ralph  Bridgenorih^  it 
£«9tttr0,  qf  MouUrassie^HaU—  These : 
"  By  the  honomwi  oonvevance  of  the  Worshipful  Sit 
Jasper  Cranboume,  Knight,  of  Long-MaliingtoA. 

"MaSTEB  BaiDGENOaTH, 

"We  have  been  given  to  understand  by  your  letter 
to  our  loviiig  wife.  Dame  Margaret  Peveril,  that  you 
hold  hard  construction  of  certain  passages  betwixt 
you  and  I,  of  a  late  date,  as  if  your  honour  shoula 
have  been,  in  some  sort  prejudiced  by  what  then 
took  place.  And  although  you  have  not  thought  it 
fit  to  have  direct  recourse  to  me,  to  request  sucSi 
satisfaction  as  is  due  from  on^  gentleman  of  conr 
dition  to  another,  yet  I  am  fiilly  minded  that  thii 
proceeds  only  from  modesty,  arising  out  of  the  dia* 
tinctioh  of  our  degree,  and  from  no  lack  of  dial 
courage  which  you  have  heretofore  displayed,  I 
woula  I  could  say  in  a  good  cause.  Wherefore  I  am 
purposed  to  give  you,  by  my  friend  Sir  Jasper  Cran- 
boume, a  meeting  for  the  sake  of  doing  that  which 
doubtless  you  entirely  long  for.  Sir  Jasper  will  de- 
liver you  the  length  of  my  weapon,  and  appoint 
circumstances  and  an  hour  for  our  meeting :  which, 
whether  early  or  late—on  foot  or  horseback— with: 
rapier  or  backsword— I  refer  to  yourself,  with  all  the 
other  privileges  of  a  challenged  person ;  only  deairini^ 
that  if  you  decline  to  match  my  weapon,  you  wiU 
send  me  forthwith  the  length  and  breadth  o4  your 
own.  And  nothing  doubting  that  the  issue  of  thia 
meeting  must  needs  be  to  end,  in  one  way  or  other, 
all  unkmdness  betwixt  two  near  neighbours, 

"  I  remain,  your  humble  servant  to  command, 
GaoFTBEV  Pevb&il  of  the  Peak, 

"  Given  from  my  poor  house  of  Martindale  Castia, 
this  same of sixteen  hundred  and  sixty." 

*'  Bear  back ,  my  respects  to  Su*  Geoffrey  Peveril," 
said  Major  Bridgenorth.  "  According  to  his  liglit, 
his  meaning  may  be  fair  towards  190 ;  but  tell  him 
that  our  quarrel  had  ita  rise  in  his  own  wilful  ag- 
gression towards  me)  and  that  though  I  wish  to  oq 
in  charity  with  all  mankind,  I  am  not  so  wedded  to 
his  friendship  as  to  break  the  laws  of  God,  and  run 
the  risk  of  suffering  or  committing  murder,  in  urdac 
to  regain  it.    And,  for  you,  sir,'  methinka  your  ad- 
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mpced  yetrs  and  past  miif^rtunea  might  teach  you 
the  fo&y  of  coming  on  such  idle  errands." 

*'  I  shall  do  your  message,  Master  Ralph  Bridge- 
north/'  said  Sir  Jasper;  "and  shall  then  endeavour 
to  forget  your  name,  as  a  sound  unfit  to  be  pro- 
nounced, or  even  remembered,  by  a  man  of  honour.  - 
In  the  filieanwhile,  in  return  for  your  uncivil  advice, 
be  pleased  to  accept  of  mine ;  namely,  that  as  your 
religion  prevents  your  giving  a  gentleman  satisfac- 
tion, it  ought  to  make  you  very  cautious  of  offering 
him  provocation." 

So  saying,  and  with  a  look  of  haughty  acorn,  first 
ftt  the  Major  and  then  at  the  divine,  the  envoy  of  Sir 
Geoffrey  put  his  hat  on  his  head,  replaced  his  rapier 
in  its  belt,  and  left  the  apartment.  In  a  few  minutes 
afterwards,  the  tread  of  his  horae  died  away  at  a 
considerable  distance. 

Bridgenorth  had  held  his  hand  upon  his  brow  ever 
■ince  his  departure,  and  a  tear  of  anger  and  shame 
was  on  his  face  as  he  raised  it  when  the  sound  was 
no  more.  "He  carries  this  answer  to  Martindale 
Castle,"  he  said.  "  Men  will  hcreaftier  think  of  me 
lis  a  whipped,  beaten,  dishonourable  felh^,  whom 
every  one  may  baffle  and  insult  at  their  pleasure.  It 
is  well  I  am  leaving  the  house  of  mv  father." 

Master  Solsgrace  approached  his  mend  with  much 
sympathy,  ana  grasped  him  by  the  hand.  "Noble 
brotner,  he  said,  with  unwonted  kindness  of  man- 
ner, "  though  a  man  of  peace,  I  can  Judge  what  this 
sacrifice  hath  cost  to  thj^  manly  spirit.^  But  God 
will  not  have  from,  us  an  imperfect  obedience.  We 
must  not,  like  Ananias  and  Sapphira,  reserve  be- 
hind some  darling  lust,  some  favourite  sin,  while  we 
pretend  to  make  sacrifice  of  our  worldly  affections. 
What  avails  it  to  say  that  we  have  but  sei^reted  a 
little  matter,  if  the  slightest  remnant  of  the  accursed 
thing  remain  hidden  in  our  tenti  Would  it  be  a 
defence  in  thy  prayers  to  say,  I  have  not  murdered 
this  man  for  the  lucre  of  gain,  like  a  robber— nor  for 
tha  aoquisitioh  of  t>owar^likeatyrant,— nor  for  the 
gratification  of  revenge,  like  a  darkened  savage;  but 
Because  the  imperious  voioe  of  worhlly  honour  said, 
Go  fonb^-kill  or  be  kitled-^is  it  not  I  that  have 
sent  thee  V  Bethink  thee^  m^  worthy  friend,  how 
thou  couldst  frame  such  a  vindication  in  thv  prayera ; 
and  if  thou  art  forced  to  tremble  at  the  blasphemy 
of  such  an  excuse,  remember  in  thy  pfayers  the 
thanks  due  to  Heaven,  which  enabled  thee  to  resist 
the  strong  temptation." 

"Reverend  and  dear  friend,"  answered  Bridge- 
north,  "I  feel  that  you  speak  the  truth.  Bitterer 
Indeed,  and  harder,  -to  the  old  Adam,  is  the  text 
which  ordains  him  to  suffer  shairie,  than  that  which 
bids  him  to  do  valiantly  for  the  truth.  But  happy  am 
I  that  my  path  through  the  wilderness  of  this  world 
irill,  for  some  space  at  least,  be  along  with  one, 
whose  zeal  and  friendship  are  so  active  to  support 
me  when  I  am  fainting  in  the  way." 

While  the  inhabitants  of  Mcultrassie-Hall  thus 
communicated  together  upon  the  purport  of  Sir 
Jasper  Cranbourne's  visit,  that  worthy  Knight 
greatly  excited  the  surprise  of  ,Sir  Geoffrey  Peveril. 
by  reporting  the  manner  in  which  his  embassy  had 
been  received. 

"T  took  him  for  a  nfan  of  other  metal/'  said  Sir 
Geoffrey ;—"  nay,  I  would  have  sworn  it,  had  any 
one  asked  my  testimony.  But  there  is  no  making  a 
nikeitpursc  out  of  a  sow's  ear.  I  have  done  a  folly 
for  him  that  I  will  never  do  for  another ;  and  that  is, 
to  think  that  a  Presbyterian  would  fight  without  his 
preacher's  permission.  Give  them  a  two  hour's 
Bormon,  and  let  them  howl  a  psolm  to  a  tune  that  is 
worse  than  the  cries  of  a  flogged  hound,  and  the 
vtllains  will  lay  pn  like  threshers ;  but  for  a  calm, 
cool,  gentlemanlike  turn  upon  the  sod,  hand  to  hand, 
iu  a  neighbourly  way,  they  have  not  honour  enough 
to  undertake  it.  But  enough  of  our  crop-earrd  cur  of 
•^neighbour.— Sir  Jasper,  you  will  tarrv  with  us  to 
dine,  and  see  how  Dame  Margaret's  kitchen  smokes: 
and  after  dinner  I  will  show. you  a  long-winged 
falcon  fly.  She  is  not  mine,  out  the  Countess's, 
who  brought  her  from  London  on  her  nst  almost  the 
whole  way,  for  all  the  haste  she  was  in,  and  left  he/ 
with  me  to  keep  the  perch  for  a  aeaaon." 


This  match  was-aoon  armiged;  and  Dame  Mar- 
garet overheard  the  good  Kmght's  resentment  mut- 
ter itself  off,  with  those  feehngs  with  which  we  liiten 
to  the  last  growling  of  the  thunder-storm ;  which,  u 
the  black  cloud  sinKs  behind  the  hill,  at  onceanarei 
lis  that  there  has  beeu  danger,  and  that  thepeiilii 
over.  She  could  not,  indeed,  but  marvel  in  her  own 
mind  at  the  singular  path  of  reconciliation  with  bii 
neighbour  which  her  husband  had,  with  so  much 
confidence,  and  in  the  actual  ain^ity  of  his  good- 
will to  Bridjgenorth,  attempted  to  open ;  and  she 
blessed  God  internally  that  it  had  not  terminated  in 
bloodshed.  But  these  reflections  she  locked  cue- 
fully  within  her  own  bosom,  we^  knowing  that  thef 
referred  to  subjects  in  which  th^  Knight  of  the  Peak 
would  neither  permit  his  sagacity  to  bs  called  in 
question,  nor  his  will  to  be  controlled. 

The  progress  of  the  history  hath  hitherto  bees 
alow ;  but  after  thia  period  ao  little'  matter  worthy  of 
mark  occurred  at  Martindale,  that  we  must  hutiv 
ovbr  hastily  the  transactions  of  several  years. 


CHAPTER  X. 

Ghro  roe  to  driok  maodntfon. 
Imp  away  tfaiii  yap  of  time. 

Anttmym»iCU»pab€ 

Thcre  passed,  as  we  hinted  at  the  conclusion  af 
the  last  chanter,  four  or  five  years  after  the  period  «e 
havedilatea  Dpoil;  the  events  of  which  scarcelfre- 
quire  to  be  discussed,  so  far  as  our  prxisempoTpmh 
concerned,  in  as  many  lines.  The  Knignt  andn 
ludy  continued  to  reside  at  their  Castle— she,  win 
prudence  and  with  patience,  endeavouring  to  repst 
the  damages  which  the  Civil  Wars  had  inflicted  opoa 
their  fortune;  and  murmuring  a  Httle  whenber/aoa 
of  economy  were  interrupted  by  the  liberal  noEpitaniy 
which  was  her  husband's  principal  expense,  and  » 
which  he  was  attached,  not  only  from  hisDViEoS* 
lish  heartiness  of  disposition,  but  from  ideas  of  train- 
tuning  the  dignity  of  his  ancestry— no  lessiemaiki- 
ble.  according  to  the  tradition  of  their  buttery,  kiidito. 
and  cellar,  for  the  fat  beeves  which  they  roasted,  and 
the  mighty  ale  which  they  brewed,  than  for  theii 
extensive  estates,  and  the  number  of  their  retaiDeia. 

The  world,  however,  upon  the  whole,  w;nt  hy 
pily  and  easily  with  the  worthy  couple.  Sir  Geoffitr.i 
debt  to  his  neighbour  Bridgenorth  continued,  it  s 
true, unabated;  out  he  was  the  only  creditor  ijjwp 
the  Martindale  estate—all  others  being  paid  off.  It 
would  have  been  most  desirable  that  this  encWr 
brands  also  should  be  cleared,  and  it  was  the  gr^l 
object  of  Dame  Margaret's  economy  to  effect  the  d* 
chargnj  for  although  interest  was  regularly  seiilw 
wjth  Master  Win-tht-Pigh  t.  the  Chesterfield  attomer. 
yet  the  principal  sum^  wnicn  was  a  large  one,  might 
be  cafled  for  at  an  inconvenient  time.  The  oiBfli 
too,  was  gloomy,, important,  and  mysterious,* and 
always  seemed  as  if  he  was  thinking  upon  hishrok^ 
head  in  the  churchyard  of  Martindale  cum  Hiw* 
trassie. 

Dame  Margaret  sometimes  transacted  the  neces- 
sary business  with  him  in  person ;  and  when  he  cane 
to  tlie  Castle  on  these  occasions,  she  thought  shesa* 
a  malicious  and  disobliging  expression  m  his  maa- 
ner  and  countenance.  Yet  his  actual  conduct  was 
not  only  fair,  but  liberal;  for  indulgence  was  given 
in  the  way  of  delay  of  payment,  whenever  circum 
stances  rendered  it  necpssary  to  the  debtor  to  rrquiij 
iu  It  seemed  to  Lady  Pcvenl,  that  the  agout,  in aio 
cases,  was  acting  imoer  the  strict  ordere  of  his  abaeot 
employer,  concerning  whose  welfare  she  could  not 
help  feeling  a  certain  anxieiv. 

Shortly  after  the  failure  of  the  sinj^lar  ncgotjanofl 
for  attaining  peace  by  combat,  which  PevenI  nw 
attempted  to  open  with  Major  Bridgenorth,  that  gen- 
tleman left  his  seat  at  Moultrassie-Hall  m  the  c«r« 
of  his  old  housekeeper,  and  departed,  no  one  Kut* 
whither,  having  in  company  with  him  hisdaupier 
Alice  and  Mrs.  Deborah  Debbitch,  now  formaUy  in* 
stalled  in  all  the  dutfesof  a  governante;  to  these  wer« 
added  the  Reverend  Master  Solsgrace.  f  of  f^l"; 
time  public  rumour  persisted  in  as'^eriing,  that  Major 
Qridgeaorth  had  oiuy  retreated  to  a  d'stant  part  *- 
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,  the  cpuotiy  for^  mjdh^Jq  achieve  hi»  fappoapd  par* 
'poBd  of  marfying  Mrs.  Deborah,  and  of  feiung  the 
news  be  cold,  and  the  laugh  of  the  neighbourhood  be 
ended,  ere  he  brought  her  down  as  mistress  of  Moul- 
trassie-Hall.  This  rumour  died  away:  and  it  was 
than  affirmed,  that  he  had  removed  to  foreign  parts, 
to  ensure  the  continuance  of  health  in  so  delicate  a 
constitution  as  that  of  litde  Alice.  But  when  the 
Miuor's  dread  of  Popery  was  remembered,  tosetber 
with  the  still  deeper  antipathies  of  worthy  Master 
Nehemiah  Solsgrace,  it  was  resolved  unanimously, 
that  nothing  less  than  what  they  micht  deem  a  fair 
chance  of  converting  the  Pope  would  have  induced 
the  partiea  to  trust  themselves  within  Catholic  do- 
minions. The  most  prevailing  opinion  was,  that 
they  had  gone  to  New  England,  the  refuge  then  of 
many  whom  U)o  intjtnate  concern  with  the  afiairs  of 
the  fafe  times,  or  the  deaife  of  enjoying  uncontrolled 
freedom  of  cojjiscience,  had  induced  to  emigrate  from 
Briiain. 

Lady  Peveril  could  not  help  entertaining  a  vague 
.  idea  that  Bridgenorth  was  not  so  distant.  The  ex- 
treme order  in  which  every  thikig  Was  maintained  at 
Moultrassie-HftU  seemed— no  disparagement  to  the 
care  of  Dame  Dickens  the  housekeeper,  and  the 
other  persons  engaged— to  argue,  that  the  master's 
eye  was  not  so  very  far  off.  but  that  its  occasional 
inspection  might  be  apprehended.  It  is  true,  that 
neither  the  domestics  nor  the  attorney  answered  any 
((Uefetions  respecting  the  residence  of  Master  Bridge- 
north  ;  but  there  was  an  air  of  mystery  about  them 
when  interrogated,  that  seemed  to  argue  more  than 
met  the  ear. 

About  five  years  after  MasterBridgenorth  had  left 
the  country,  a  singular  incident  took  place.  Sir 
QeDffrev  was  absen*  at  the  Chesterfield  races,  and 
L^y  Peveril,  who  was  in  the  habit  of  walking 
around  every  part  of  the  neighbourhood  unattended, 
or  only  accompanied  by  Ellesmere,  or  her  little  boy, 
had  gone  down  one  evenin^^  upon  a  charitable 
errand  to  a  solitary  hut,  whose  inhabitant  lay  sick  of 
a  fever, 'which  was  supposed  to  be  infectious.  Lady 
Peveril  never  allowed  apprehensions  of  this  kind  to 
stop  "devoted  charitable  deeds;"  but  she  did  not 
choose  to  expose  either  her  son  or  her  attendant  to 
the  risk  which  she  herself,  in  some  confidence  that 
she  knew  precautions  for  escaping  the  danger,  did 
not  hesitate  to  incur. 

Lady  Peveril  had  set  out  at  a  late  hour  in  the 
evening,  and  the  way  proved  longer  than  she  ex- 
pected—several circumstances  also  occurred  to  de- 
tain her  at  the  hut  of  her  patient.  It  was  a  broad 
autumn  moonlight,  when  she  prepared  to  return 
homeward  through  the  broken  glades  and  upland 
which  divided  her  from  the  Castle.  This  she  con- 
sidered as  a  matter  of  very  little  importance,  in  so 
quiet  and  sequestered  a  country,  where  the  road  lay 
chiefly  through  her  own  domains,  especially  as  she 
had  a  lad  about  fifteen  vears  old,  the  soil  of  her 
patient,  to  escort  her  on  the  way.  The  distance  was 
Better  than  two  miles,  but  might  be  considerably 
abridged  bypassing  through  an  avenue  belonging  to 
the  estate  of  Moultrassie-Hall^  which  she  hadavoided 
as  she  came,  not  from  the  ridiculous  rumours  which 
pronounced  it  to  be  haunted,  but  because  her  hus- 
band was  much  displeased  when  any  attempt  was 
made  to  render  the  walks  of  the  Castle  and  Hall 
common  to  the  inhabitants  of  both.  The  good  lady, 
in  consideration,  perhapsi  of  extensive  latitude  allow- 
ed to  her  in  the  more  important  concerns  of  the 
family,  made  a  point  of  never  interfering  with  her 
husband's  whims  or  prejudices ;  and  it  is  a  com- 
promise which  we  would  beai'tily  recommend  to  all 
managing  matrons  of  our  acquaintance;  for  it  is 
lurprising  how  much  real  jpower  wilt  be  cheerfully 
resigned  to  this  fair  sex.  Jor  the  pleasure  of , being 
allowed  to  ride  one's  hobby  in  peace  and  quiet 

Upgn  the  present  occasipn^  however,  although  the 
Dobby's  Walk*  was  within  the  inhabited  domains 
of  the  Hall,  the  Lady  Peveril  determined  to  avail 
herself  of  it.  for  the  purpose  of  shortening  her  road 
home,  and  she  directed  her  steps  accordingly.  But 
when  the  peasant-boy,  her  companion,  who  had 
•  Dabbvb  an  old  £ii«lMb  oaoka  ibr  Rol^iai  _ 


hitherto  folloived  her,  whistling  cheerily,  with  a 
hedge-bill  in  his  hand,  and  his  hat  on  one  side,  per- 
ceived that  she  turned  to  the  stile  which  entered  to 
the  Dobby's  Walk,  he  sliowed  symptoms  of  great 
fear,  and  at  length,  coming  to  the  lady's  side,  peti- 
tioned her,  in  a  whimpering  tone,— "Don't  ye  now 
—don't  ye  now,  my  lad^,  don't  re  go  yonder." 

Lady  Peveril,  observing  that  his  teeth  chattered  in 
bis  head,  and  that  his  vrhole  person  exhibited  great 
signs  of  terror,  began  to  recollect  the  report,  that  the 
first  Souireoi  Moultrassie,  the  brewer  of  Chester- 
field, who  had  bought  (he  estate,  and  then  died  of 
melancholy  for  lack  of  something  to  do^  (and,  as 
was  said,  not  without  suspicions  of  suicide,)  was 
supposed  to  walk  in  this  sequestered  avenue,  accom 
panied  by  a  large  headless  roastiii^  which,  when  he 
was  aliv&  was  a  particular  favourite  of  the  ex- 
brewer.  To  have  expected  any  protection  firom  her 
eecortj  in  the  condiuon  to  which  superstitious  fear 
had  rqduced  him,  would  have  been  truly  a  hopeless 
trust ;  and  Lady  Peveril,  who  was  not  apprehensive 
of  any  danger,  thqught  there  would  be  great  cruelty 
in  drMgJQg  the  cowardly  boy  into  a  scene  which  he 
regarded  with  so  much  apprehension*  She  gave  him, 
therefore,  a  silver  piece,  and  permitted  him  to. return. 
The  latter  boon  eeemed  even  more  acceptable  than 
the  first;  for  ere  she  could  return  the  purse  into  her 
pocket,  she  heard  the  wooden  clogs  of  her  bold 
convoy  in  full  retreat,  by  the  way  Irom  whence 
they  came. 

Smiling  within  herself  at  the  fear  she  esteemed  so 
ludicrous.  Lady  Peveril  ascended  the  siile,  and  was 
soon  hidden  from  the  broad  light  of  the  moonbeam^ 
by  the  numerous  and  entangled  boughs  of -the  huge 
elms,  which,  meenng  from  either  side,  totally  over- 
arched the  old  avenue.  The  scene  was  caloilated  to 
excite  solemn  thoughts;  and  the  distant  glimpier  oi 
a  light  from  one  of  the  numerous  casements  in  the 
front  of  Moultrassie-Hall,  which  lay  at  some  dis- 
tance, was  calculated  to  make  them  even  melan- 
choly. She  thouueht  of  the  fate  of  that  family— of  the 
deceased  Mrs.  Bridgenorth,  with  whom  she  had 
often  walked  in  this  very  avenue,  and  who,  though  a 
woman  of  no  high  parte  or  accomplishments, liad 
alway^  testified  the  deepest  respect,  and  the  moat 
earnest  gratitude,  for  such  notice  as  she  had  shown 
to  her.  She  thought  of  her  blkhted  hopes— her  pro- 
mature.death— the  despair  of  Her  self-banished  hus- 
band—the uncertain  fate  o(  their  orphan,  child,  for 
whom  she  felt,  even  at  this  distance  of  time^  some 
touch  of  a  mother's  affection. 

TJpoq  such  sad  subjects  her  thoughts  were  turnedL 
when,  just  as  she  attained  the  middle  of  the  avenue, 
the  imperfect  and  checkered  light  wh'ich  found  its 
way  through  the  sylvan  archway,  showed  her  some- 
tliing  which  resembled  the  figure  of  a  man.  Lady 
Peveril  paused  a  moment,  but  instantly  advanced  ;— 
her  bosom,  perhaps,  gave  one  startled  throb,  as  a 
debt ,  to  the  superstitious  belief  of  the  times,  but 
she  instantly  repelled  the  thought  of  supernatural 
appearances.  From  those  that  were  merely  mortal 
she  had  nothing  to  fear.  A  marauder  on  the  gams 
was  the  worst  character  whom  she  was  likely  to 
encounter ;  and  he  would  be  sure  to  h»de  himself 
from  her  observation.-  She  advanced,  accordingly, 
steadily;  and,  as  she  did  so,  had  the  satisfaction  to 
observe  that  the  figure,  as  she  expected,  gave  place 
to  her,  and  slided  away  amongst  the  trees  on  the 
leA-handsiae  of  the  avenue.  As  she  passed  the 
spot  on  which  the  form  had  been  so  lately  visible^ 
and  bethought  herself  that  this  wanderer  of  the. 
nij^ht  might,  nay  must,  be  in  her  vicinity,  her  reso- 
luuon  could  not  prevent  her  mending  her  pace,  and 
that  with  so  tittle  precaution,  that,  stumbling  over 
the  limb  of  a  tre&  which,  twisted  ofi*  by  a  late  tem- 
pest, still  lay  in  the  avenue,  she  fell,  and,  as  she  fell, 
screamed  aloud.  A  strong  hsnd  in  a  moment  af'er- 
wsrds  added  to  her  fear  by  assisting  her  to  rise,  and 
a  voice,  to  whose  accents  she  was  not  a  strangen 
though  they  had  been  long  unheard,  said,  "Is  it  not 
you,  Lady  Peveril  1" 

"  It  is  I,"  said  she,  commanding  her  astonishment 
and'fearj  "  and,  if  mvear  deceive  me  not.  [  speak  tn 
Master  Bridgenorth.'^ 
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*I  waii  that  matl;*'  he  reined,  **  while  opprettiMi 
rft  me  a  name.'* 

He  ipokc  nothing  more,  but  eon  tinned  to  walk 
eside  her  for  a  minote  or  two  in  silence.  She  felt 
er  situation  embarra^Ang :  and  to  divest  it  of  that 
aeling,  as  Well  as  ont  of  real  interest  in  theauestion, 
he  asked  hioi,  "  How  her  god-daughter  Auoe  now 
irasT'  , 

**  Of  god-dau^ter,  madam, "  answered  Major 
Iridgenorth,  ''I  know  nothing;  that  being  one  of 
he  names  which  have  been  mtroduced,  to  the  cor- 
uption  and  pollution  of  God's  ordinnnces.  The 
nfarit  who  owed  to  your  lad^'ship  (so  called)  her  es- 
ape  from  disease  and  death,  is  a  healthy  and  thriving 
•irl,  as  I  am  given  to  understand  by  those  iff  whose 
harge  she  is  lodged,  for  T  have  not  lately  seen  her. 
Lnd  it  is  even  the  recollection  iof  these  passages, 
irhich  in  a  manner  impelled  m&  alarmed  also  by 
our  fall,  to  offer  myself  to  you  in  this  tihie  and  mode, 
vhich  in  other  respects  is  no  way  consistent  with  my 
resent  safety." 

"With  your  safety,  Master  BridgenorthT'  said  the 
iody  Peveril;  "sureljr.  I  could  never  have  thought 
hat  it  was  m  danger  r* 

"You  have  some  news,  then,  yet  to  learn,  ma- 
ara,"  said  Major  Bridgenorth ;  "t)nt  you  will  hear, 
n  the  couse  of  to-morrow,  reasons  why  I  dare  not 
ppear  openly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  my  own  pro- 
«rty,  and  wherefore  there  is  small  judgment  in 
ommitting  the  knowledge  of  myjpresent  residence 
0  any  oiie  connected  wi(h  M&rtinoale  Castle." 

**  Master  Bridgenorlb."  said  the  lady,  "  you  were, 
n  former  times,  pnident  and  (^autious— I  nope  you 
lave  been  misled  by  no  hasty  imptesaion— by  no  rash 
cheme— I  hope'^ 

"Pardon  my  interrupting  you,  madam,"  said 
Iridgenorth.  "  I  have  indeed  been  changed— ay, 
ny  very  heart  within  me  has  been  changed.  I^  the 
imes'to  which  your  ladyship  (so  called]  thinks  pro- 
ber to  refer,  I  was  a  man  of  this  world— bestowing 
m  h  all  my  thoughts— all  my  actions,  (lave  formal 
jbservan CCS— little  deeming  what  Was  the  duty  of  a 
yhrisriati  man,  and  how  far  his  self-denial  ought  to 
xtend— even  unto  cnvirtg  all  as  if  he  gave  itotning. 
Jence  I  thought  chiefly  on  carnal  thmcs— on  the 
idding  of  field  to  field,  and  wealth  to  wealth— of  the 
>alancing  between  party  and  party— securing  a  friend 
lero,  without  losing  a  fViend  inere— But  •Heaven 
imote  me  for  my  epostacy,  the  rather  ll)at  I  abnsed 
he  name  of  religion,  as  a  self-seeker,  and  a  mo^t 
)linded  and  carnal  will- worshipper— Btrt  I  thank 
Jim  who  hath  at  length  brought  me  out  of  Kgypt." 

In  our  day— Although  we  have  many  instances  of 
mthusiasm  among  us— we  might  still  suspect  one 
vho  avoVed  it  thus  soddenly  and  broadly^  of  hypo- 
irisy,  or  of  insanity ;  but,  according  to  the  fashion 
)f  the  times,  such  opinions  a<!  those  which  Bridge- 
lorth  expressed,  were  openlv  pleaded^  as  the  mlmg 
notives  of  men's  actions.  The  sagacious  Vahe— the 
»rave  and  skilful  Hsrtison-^were  men  who  acted 
ivowodly  under  the  influence  of  such.  Lady  Pereril, 
hereforei  was  more  grieved  than  surprised  at  the 
anguage  she  heard  Major  Bridgenorth  use,  and  rea- 
lonably  concluded,  that  the  society  and  circumstances 
n  which  be  might  lately  have  been  engaged,  had 
ilown  into  a  fiame  the  spark  of  eccentricity  which 
ilways  smouldered  in  his  bosom.  This  was  the 
nore  probable,  considering  that  he  was  melancholy 
>y  constitution  ana  descent— that  he  had  been  unfor- 
unate  in  several  porticulars— and  that  no  passion  is 
nore  easily  nursed  by  indulgence,  than  the  species  of 
enthusiasm  of  which  he  now  showed  tokens.  She 
herefore  answered  him  by  calmly  hoping,  "That 
he  expression  of  his  sentiments  had  not  mvoived 
lim  in  suspicion  or  in  danger." 

"In  suspicion,  madam f*  answensd  the  Major; 
-"for  I  cannot  forbear  giving  to  you.  such  is  the 
itrength  of  habit,  one  of  those  idle  titles  by  which 
Kve  poor  potsherds  are  wont,  in  our  pride,  to  denomi- 
late  each  other— I  walk  not  only  m  suspicioQ,  but 

n  that  degree  of  danger,  that,  were  your  husband  to 
meet  me  at  this  instant— me,  a  native  Englishman, 
treading  on  my  own  lands— I  have  no  doubt  he  would 
lo  his  best  to  offer  me  to  the  Moloch  of  fiomiah  tu- 


hetstitlon,  who  now  t^get  ,flbroaa  f(9r  Ticuma  unooK 
Ood's  people." 

**  You  surprise  me  by  your  languaBe»  Major  Btidge- 
north,"  said  the  lady,  who  now  felt  rather  amioni 
to  be  relieved  from  his  company,  and  with  that  rar- 
pose  Walked  on  somewhat  nastily.  He  meiyleiilDi 
pace,  however,  and  kept  close  by  her  side. 

"  Know  you  not,'^  said  he,  **  that  Satan  hathooae 
down  upon  earth  with  great  wrath,  because  his  tine 
is  short  f  IV  neict  heir  to  the  crown  is  an  arovsl 
Papist ;  tfnd  who  dare  assert,  save  sycophants  and 
time-servers,  that  he  who  Wears  it  is  not  equally 
ready  to  stoop  to  Rome,  were  he  not  kan  io  awe^ 
a  few  noble  spirits  in  the  Commons*  House?  Yoa 
believe  not  thisr— yet  in  my  solitary  and  midDokt 
walks,  when  I  thought  on  your  kindness  to  tbe  dead 
and  to  the  living.it  was  my  prayer  that  I  roi^thaw 
the  means  granted  to  warn  you— and  Io !  HeaiB 
hath  heard  me." 

"Mtuor  Bridgenorth,"  aaid  Z^ady  Pcvwil.  "po 
were  wont  to  be  moderate  in  these  sSDiimenti' 
camparativety  moderate,  at  least,  and  to  lovejon 
own  religion,  without  hating  that  of  others." 

"What  I  was  while  in  the  ffall  of  bitterness  aod  in 
the  bond  of  iniquity,  it  signifies  not  to  recall,"  la- 
swered  he.  "I  was  then  like  to  Oallio,  wbocand 
for  none  of  these  thmgs.  I  doated.  on  creature-cfia* 
forts— I  clung  to  worldly  honour  and  reDttte-^y 
thoughts  were  earthward— or  those  I  turned  toBtt* 
ven  were  cold,  formal,  Pharisaical  mediutioM-J 
brought  nothing  to  the  altar  save  straw  and  scniAit 
Heaven  saw  need  to  chastise  me  in  love— 1  wasttr 
ped  of  all  that  I  eiung.toonMnh— my  woiidWboon 
was  torn  from  me— I  went  forth  an  exile  fromii 
home  of  my  fathers,  a  deprired  and  desolate  maa^ 
baflSed,  and  beaten,  and  dishonoured  man.  But «» 
shall  nnd  out  the  waya  of  Providence  1  SadiiKV 
the  means  by  which  I  was  chosen  forth  asacM; 
pion  for  tlie  truth— holding  my  life  as  whiag,  u 
thereby  that  may  be  advanced.  But  thii  vu  not 
what  I  wished  to  speak  of.  Thon  hast  wstA  mE 
earthly  life  of  my  child— let  me  aave  the  eterulir«- 
fare  of  yours." 

Lady  Peveril  was  silent.  ITiey  were  no*  if* 
proaching  the  j)oint  where  the  avenue  tenpinaied  n 
a  communication  with  the  public  road,  or  rather  patb* 
way,  running  through  an  unenclosed  cotninon  fieU; 
this  the  lady  had  to  ptosecute  for  a  little  way,  ddh 
a  turn  of  the  path  Rave  her  admittance  into  the  Pan 
of  Martindale.  She  now  felt  sii^cerely  anxiooa  toM 
in  the  open  mootishine,  and  avoided  reply  to  Brid^ 
north  that  she  might  make  the  more  haste.  Batii  i 
they  reached  the  junction  of  the  avenue  and  the  pob- 
he  road,  he  laid  his  hand  on  her  arm,  and  commasMl 
rather  than  requested  her  to  stop. .  She  obeyed.  He 
pointed  to  a  huge  oak,  of  the  largest  site,  wbid 
grew  on  the  summit  of  a  knoll  in  the  open  giooin 
which  terminated  the  avenue,  and  was  «»rt^  • 
placed  as  to  serve  for  a  termination  to  the  vista.  The 
moonshine  without  the  avenue  was  so  strong,  tkH 
amidst  the  flood  of  light  which  it  pouied  on  the  «• 
nerable  tree,  tbey  could  easily  discover,  from  the  ahafr 
tered  state  of  the  boughs  on  one  side,  that  it  had  iv 
iered  damage  from  lightning.  "  Remember  yoo,  K 
said,  "  when  we  last  looked  to«;ether  on  that  tree T I 
had  ridden  from  Tendon,  and  brought  with  me  apn* 
tection  from  the  committee  for  your  husband;  and  as 
I  passed  the  spot- here  on  this  spot  where  we  now 
stand,  you  stood  with  my  lost  Afice— two— the  la< 
two  of  my  beloved  infants  Gambolled  before  >m  I 
leaped  ftom  my  horse— to  her  I  was  a  husband-H 
those  a  father-to  you  a  welcome  and  revered  proiee- 
tor- What  am  I  now  to  any  one  T  He  pressed,  ntf 
hand  on  his  brow,  and  groaned  in  agony  of  spint. 

It  was  not  in  the  Laoy  Peveni's  nature  to  heal 
sorrow  without  an  attempt  at  consolation.  "*  Mm^ 
Bridgenorth,"  she  said,  "  1  blame  no  man  s  cttA 
while  I  believe  and  follow  my  own  j  and  I  *J0«« 
that  in  yours  you  have  sought  consolation  for  tan; 
poral  afflictions.  But  does  not  every  Christian  crew 
teach  us  alike,  (hat  afiniction  should  soften  our  heartT 

"Ay,  woman,"  said  Bridgenorth,  sternly,  "as  tti 
lightning  which  shattered  yonacr  oak  hath  soAenefl 
ita  trunk.  'Ma;  ^  seared  wood  is  the  fiiUr  iitf  ^ 
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iMdf  the  wofftmoir— tlietiatdened  and  the  dried-up 
heart  w  that  Vvlrich  ean  beat  bear  the  task  imposed  by 
thM»  diamal  times.  Ged  and  man  will  ho  longer 
entlure  the  unbridled  profligacy  of  the  dissolute— the 
Koffing  of  the  profane— the  contempt  of  the  divine 
laws— the  infraction  of  hnman  rights.  The  times 
demand  righters  and  avengers,  and  there  will  be  no 
wmvcf  ihem." 

*'  I  deny  not  the  existence  of  much  evil,"  said  l^ady 
Peveril,  compelling  herself  to  answer,  and  beginning 
it  the  same  time  to  walk  forward :  **  and  from  hear- 
say, though  not  I  thank  Heaven,  m)m  observation,  I 
am  convinced  of  the  wild  debauchery  of  the  times. 
But  let  us  trust  it  may  be  corrected  without  such  vio- 
lent remedies  as  you  hint  at.  Surely  the  ruin  of  a 
seeond  civil  war— thoiu^h  1  trust  yournhoughts  go 
not  that  dreadful  length— were  at  oest  a  desperate 
iUernalive." 

"Sharp,  but  sure,"  replied  Bridget^orth.    "The 

l>lood  of  the  Paschal  Iamb  chased  away  the^Jestroy- 

.  ittc  an^ei-— the  sacrifices  offered  on  fhe  threshing-floor 

of  Araunah,  stayed  the  pestilence.    Fire  and  sword 

are  severe  remedies,  but  they  purge  and  pifrify." 

**  Alas !  Major  Bridgenorth,"  said  the  lady,  "  wise 
•admooerate  in jyour  youth,  can  yon  have  adopted  in 
fsor  advanced  fife  the  thoughts  and  language  of 
liiose  whom  you  yourself  beheld  drive  themselves  and 
tfas  nation  to  the  brmk  of  rain  T* 

••  I  know  not  what  I  then  waa-you  know  not 
what  I  now  am,"  he  replied,  and  suddenly  broke  off; 
for  they  even  then  came  forth  into  the  open  light, 
•ad  it  seemed  as  if,  feeling  himself  under  the  lady's  eye, 
h0wa»  disposed  to  soften  his  tone  and  his  language. 

At  the  first  distinct  view  which  she  had  of  his 
paaon,  she  was  aware  that  he  was  armed' with  a 
ihsft  sword,  a  poniard,  and  piatols  at  his  belt— pre- 
Mstions  very  unusual  for  a  man  who  formerly  nad 
sadlonn,  and  only  on  days  of  ceremony,  earned  a 
walking  tapier,  though  such  was  the  habitual  and 
constant  practice  of  gentlemen  of  his  station  in  life. 
There  seemed  also  something  of  more  stem  deter- 
mination than  usual  in  his  air,  which  indeed  bad 
always  been  rather  sullen  than  affable ;  and  ere  she 
coaid  repress  the  sentiment,  she  could  not  help  say- 
ing, "  Master  Bridgenorth,  you  are  indeed  changed." 

^'  You  see  but  the  outward  man/*  he  replied ;  ^  the 
•change  within  is  yet  deeper.  But  it  was  not  of  myself 
that  I  desired  to  ulk— I  have  alreadv  said,  that  as 
you  Kave  preserved  my  child  from  toe  darkness  of 
the  grave,  I  would  wiUinc^y  preaerva  yoqra  from  that 
more  ntterdariineis,  which,  I  fear,  hath  involved  the 
path  and  walks  of  bis  jPnther." 

"  I  must  not  hear  this  of  Sir  OeofTtey."  said  the 
Lady  Peveril  $  *'  I  must  bid  you  farewell  for  the  pre- 
sent :  and  when  we  again  meet  at  mo>e  a  suiuhle  time, 
1  will  at  least  listen  to  your  advice  concerning  JuliaHi 
tlthoiM^h  I  should  not  perhaps  iodine  to  it." 

"That  mors  suitable  time  may  never  come,"  repli- 
ed Bridgenorth.  **  Time  wanes,  eternity  draws  nirfL 
Hearken !  It  is  said  to  be  your  purpose  to  send  Um 
young  Julian  to  be  bred  up  m  yonder  bloody  island, 
*tnder  the  hand  of  your  kinswoman,  that  cruel  mur- 
deress by  whom  was  done  to  de^th  a  man  more 
Worthy  of  vital  existence  than  any  that  she  can 
boast  among  her  vaunted  ancestry.  These  are  cur- 
lent  tidings— are  they  true  V* 

"I  do  not  blame  you,  Master  Bridgenorth,  for 
^king  harshly  of  my  cousin  of  Derby,"  said  Lady 
PeverU ;  *'  ner  do  I  altogether  vindicate  the  rash  ac- 
tion or  which  she  hath  been  guiltv.  Noverthelesa,  in 
Her  habitation,  it  is  my  husband^s  opinion  and  my 
own,  that  Julian  may  oe  trained  in  the  smdiee  and 
looompliahments  becoming  bis  rank,  along  with  the 
roune  Earl  of  Derby." 

"  Under  the  ourse  of  Gtod,  and  the  blessing  of  the 
rope  of  Rome,"  said  BridgenortH.  "  Vou,  lady,  so 
OQicksighted  m  matters  of  earthly  prudence,  are  you 
blind  to  the  ^gantic  pace  at  which  Rome  is  moving 
to  regain  this  oonntry,  once  the  i^oheet  gem  in  her 
nmrped  tiara  1  The  old  are  seduced  by  gold— the 
youth  by  DleasuTB— the  weak  by  flattery— cowards  by 
war— and  the  courageous  by  ambition.  A  thousfmd 
oaita  £»r  sacb  tastSf  and  each  bait  concealing  the 
-  deadly  hook.'^ 
Vol.  IV. 


"lam  well  aware.  Master  Bridgetiorth,'*  said  Lady 
Peveril,  "  that  ray  kinswoman  is  a  Catholic  ;*  but 
her  son  is  educated  in  the  Church  of  England's  prin- 
ciples, agreeably  to  the  command  of  her  deceased 
husband." 

"  Is  it  likely,"  answered  Bridgenorth,  "  that  she, 
who  fears  not  shedding  the  blood  of  ihe  righteouai 
whether  on  the  field  or  scaffold,  will  regard  the 
sanation  of  her  promise  when  her  religion  oids  her 
bretik  it  7  Or,  if  she  does,  what  shall  your  son  be  the 
better,  if  he  remain  in  the  mire  of  his  father  7  What 
are  your  Episcopal  tenets  but  mere  Popery,  save  that 
ye  have  chosen  a  temporal  tyrant  for  your  Pope^ 
and  substitute  a  mangled  mass  in  English  for  that 
which  your  predecessors  pronounced  in  Latin  7 — 
But  why  speak  I  of  these  things  to  one  who  hatb 
ears  indeed,  and  eyes,  yet  cannot  see,  listen  to,  or 
understand,  what  is  alone  worthy  u  be  heard,  seen, 
and  known  7  Pity,  that  what  hath  been  wrought  so 
fair  and  exouisite  in  form  and  in  disposition,  should  be 
yet  blind,  deaf,  and  ignorant,  Uke  the  things  which 
perish  I" 

"We  shall  not  agree  on  these  subjects.  Master 
Bridgenorth,"  said  the  lady,  anxious  still  to  escape 
firoih  this  strange  conference,  though  scarce  know- 
ing what  to  apprehend ;  "  once  more,  I  must  bid  yoo 
farewell."     . 

*^  Stay  yet  an  instant,*'  he  said,  again  laying  his 
hand  on  her  arm ;  "  I  would  stop  you  if  I  saw  you 
rushing  on  the  brink  of  an  actual  precipice— let  me 

f re  vent  you  from  a  danger  still  greater.  How  shaH 
work  upon  your  unlielieving  mind  7  Shall  I  tell  yea 
that  the  debt  of  bloodshed  yet  remiiins  a  debt  to  he 
paid  by  the  bloody  house  of  Derby  7  And  wilt  thou 
send  thy  son  to  be  among  those  from  whom  it  ahall 
be^xacted  7" 

"You  wish  to  alarm  me  in  vain,  Master  Bridoa- 
north,"  snswered  the  lady ;  "  what  penalty  can  be 
exacted  from  the  Countess  for  an  action  which  I  have 
already  called  a  rash  one,  has  been  long  since  levied." 

"You  deceive  yourself,"  retorted  he,  sternly.— 
"Think  you  a  paltry  sum  of  money,  given  to* be 
wasted  on  the  debaucheries  of  Charles,  can  atone  for 
the  death  of  such  a  man  as  Christian— a  man  precioua 
alike  to  heaven  and  to  earth  7  Not  on  such  terms  is 
the  blood  of  the  righteous  to  be  poured  forth  I  Evpry 
hour's  delay  is  numbered  down  as  adding  interest  to 
the  grievous  debt,  which  will  one  day  be  required'  from 
that  blood-thirsty  woman." 

At  this  moment  the  distant  tread  of  horses  was 
.  heard  on  the  rock  on  which  they  held  this  singular 
dialogue.  Bridgenorth  listened  a  'moment,  and  then 
said,  "Forget  that  you  have  seen  me— name  not  my 
name  to  your  nearest  or  dearest— lock  my  counsel  in 
yonr  bresst— profit  by  it,  and  it  shall  be  Well  with  you." 

So  aaying,  he  turned  from  her,  and,  plunginjc 
through  a  gap  in  tho  fence,  regained  the  cover  of  his 
own  wood,  along  which  the  path  still  led. 

The  noise  of  horses  advancing  at  full  trot,  now 
came  nearer ;  and  Lady  Peveril  was  aware  of  several 
riders^  whose  forms  rose  indistinctlv  on  the  summit 
of  the  rising  ground  behind  her.  She  became  also 
visible  to  them ;  and  one  or  two  of  the  foremost  made 
■towards  her  at  increased  speed,  challenging  her  as 
they  advanced  with  the  cry  of  Stand  *  Who  goes 
there  7"  The  foremost  who  came  up,  however,  ex- 
claimed, "  Mercy  on  us  if  it  be  not  my  lady !"  and 
Lady  Perevil,  at  the  same  moment  recognixeid  one  of 
her  own  servants.  Her  husband  rode  up  immediately 
afterwards,  with,  "How  now.  Dame  Margaret! 
What  makes  you  abroad  so  far  from  home,  and  at  an 
hour  so  late  7 ' 

Lady  Perevil  mentioned  her  visit  at  the  cottage,  but 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  say  aught  of  having  seen 
Major  Bridgenorth :  afraid.  perha|>B.  that  her  husband 
might  be  displeased  with  that  incident. 

"  Charity  is  a  fine  thing,  and  a  £air,"  answered  Sir 
Geoffrey ;  "  but  I  must  tell  you,  you  6o  ill,  dame,  to 
wander  atKNit  the  country  like  a  quacksalver,  at  the 
call  of  every  old  woman  who  has  a  colic-fit ;  and  at 
this  time  of  night  especially,  and  when  the  land  is  so 
unsettled  besides.'' 

*  I  have  eifi«wb(Me  ikiHAmI  that  thk  iiadm^attgn f«m dM «Mli 
— CfaojrluUe,  CountoM  of  Derby,  wai  m  ttn^iiiwiot 
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"  I  am  %f)rry  to  bear  ^bat  itia  pn,"  laid  tba  lady. 
*  I  had  heard  n6  such  hews." 

*'New8!"  repeati^l  Sir  Geoffrey;  "why,  here  has 
1  new  plot  broken  out  among  the  Roundheads,  worse 
than  Venner's  by  a  butt^s  length  ;*  and  who  should 
be  so  deep  in  it  as  our  old  neighbour  Bridgenorth ! 
Then*  is  a  search  for  him  everywhere :  and  1  promiae 
you.  if  he  is  found,  he  is  like  to  pay  old  scores  r' 

"t*hen  I  am  sare,  I  trust  he  will  not  be  found," 
flaid  Lady  Perevil. 

•'  Do  you  so  V  replied  Sir  QeofTrey.  "  Now  I,  on 
my  parL  hope  that  ne  will ;  and  it  shall  not  be  my 
fault  if  he  be  not ;  for  which  effect  1  will  presently 
ride  down  to  Moultrasaie,  and  make  atrict  search, 
liccording  to  my  dutv:  there  shall  neither  rebel  nor 
traitor  earth  so  near  Martindale  Caatle,  that  I  wiU 
assure  them.  And  yon,  my  lady,  be  pleased  for  once 
to  dispense  with  a  pillion,  and  get  up,  as  you  have 
done  before,  behind  Saunders,' who  aliall  convey  you 
aafe  home." 

The  lady  obeyed  in  silence;  indeed,  she  did  oot 
dare  to  trust  her  voice  in  an  attempt  (o  reply,  so  much 
was  she  disconcerted  with  the  inteliigenoe  she  bad 
fust  heard. 

She  rode  behind  the  groom  to  the  Castle,  where  ahe 
awaited  in  great  anxiety  the  return  of  her  husband. 
He  came  back  at  length ;  but,  to  her  gre^t  relief, 
without  any  prisoner.  He  ihen  explained  more  fully 
than  his  haste  had  before  permitUxl,  that  an  express 
had  come  down  to  Chesterfield,  with  news  from 
Court  of  a  purposed  insurrecf^on  amongst  the  old 
Commonwealth  men.  especiallv  those  who  had  serv« 
ed  in  the  army;  and  that  Bndgenorth,  said  to  be 
lurking  in  Derbyshire,  was  one  of  the  principal  con- 
spirators. 

After  some  lime,  this  report  of  h  conspiracy  seemed 
to  die  away  like  many  others  of  that  period.  The 
warrants  were  recalled,  but  nothing  more  was  seen 
or  heard  of  Major  Bridgenorth ;  although  it  is  proba- 
ble he  might  safely  enough  have  shown  himself  as 
opetHy  as  inany  did  who  lay  under  tl^e  same  circum- 
stances of  stispicion.t 

About  this  time  also,  Lady  Perevil,  with  many 
tears,  took  a  temporary  leave  of  her  son  Julian,  who 
Was  sent,  as  had  long  Deen  intended,  for  the  uuipoae 
of  sharing  the  education  of  the  young  Earl  of  Derby. 
Although  the  boding  words  of  Bridgenorth  sometimes 

*  The  celebrated  iMurrection  of  the  Anabaptiftto  and  Fifth  Mo- 
narehj  men  in  London,  in  the  year  1691. 

t  Persecution  i^tht  P*tritaru.-^  ivnaturaltr  to  be  furfKiaed. 
that  the  twenty  yean'  triumph  of  the  puriuuia.  and  tbn  violence 
towards  tlio  inaJij.iuints.  a«  they  were  wont  to  ca.lj  the  cf  v«liara, 
had  gent'mted  manr  gmd^ei  and  feuds  in  almoet  evory  neighbour- 
hood. whicJi  thovictoriout  royalirt*  failed  not  to  act  upon,  aoioon 
ae  the  Rcstocatiofi  cave  them  a  mperiority.  Caiitain  Hodfr«oD,  a 
peziianientary  officer  who  wrote  hin  own  oiemoirt.  five*  mb  aaany 
iiMtanrrs  %tf  this.  I  ihaJI  aomewliat  oompren  his  lonf-winded  ac- 
count of  h»  Hiii1r<rinirfl. 

"  It  \vKi  after  the  Kind's  return  to  London,  one  night  a  pareel  of 
armed  men  comet  to  my  honw  at  Cnaliey  Hali,  noar  Hahftz,  and 
in  an  unseasonable  hour  in  tiio  night  demands  entranoe,  aiui  aiy 


rvanu  liaving  some  rijscoume  with  them  on  the  outside,  tlwy 
nve  tiirmtening  language,  and  put  their  pistols  in  at  the  windows. 
My  wife  being  with  chiM.  I  ordered  tlie  d<ion  to  be  opened,  and 


they  camu  in.  AtW  iiviy  had  pcwented  a  pistol  to  my  breaat.  thej 
•ho%ked  mc  ihoir  autlionty  to  ap|*rehend  me,  under  the  hands  and 
■eals  oftwo  knichts  and  denutr-lieutcnants. '  for  speaking  trea- 
■onable  words  liirninRt  the  King.*  *'  The  chdevant  cuptam  was 
conveyed  to  prison  at  BmdTord.  and  bail  refused.  His  proeeoutor 
Moved  to  bo  one  Daniel  Lyster.  brother  to  the  peac»-officer  who 
headed  the  troop  for  hid  apprehension.  It  seems  tlut  the  prisoner 
Hodcson  )nd  once  in  former  da^-s  bound  over  to  his  evod  beha\iour 
this  bunii'I  Lrster,  tiien  accused  of  adultery  and  other  debouched 
liabiU     '  Atier  the  King  came  in."  says  Hodfson.  "thk  man 

Gci^ts  Mte,  and  demands  Uw  names  of  those  that  mlbtmed  ayunst 
m,  nnd  n  copy  of  their  information.  I  told  him  that  the  business 
was  o*er,  and  that  it  was  not  miHonakle  to  rip  up  old  troubles,  on 
which  h(*  llirentened  me.  and  said  he  utnild  have  thi«tn.  '  The  son,' 
he  said, '  now  shines  on  our  side  of  the  hodire.' "  8uch  being  his 
accuser,  HiKlgMon  was  tried  fur  having  sai'l.  "There  is  a  crown 
provided,  but  the  King  wil!  never  wear  it ;"  to  wliich  was  adde4, 
that  he  alleired  he  had  **  never  been  c  turncoat.— never  took  the 
oath  of  aJiogwace,  and  never  would  do."  UttJe  or  no  part  of  the 
ehpr^e  was  proved,  while  on  the  contrary  it  ww*  shown  tliat  the 
pr  .flecuuir  had  been  hoard  to  say,  that  if  tiroes  e\x>r  changed,  he 
»  .«f!d  sit  on  Hodgson's  skirts.  In  fine.  Hodgson  escaped  for  five 
iiionths'  imprisinment.  aboat  thirty  pojirods  expenses,  and  the  ne* 


eossiiy  of  swailbwioff  the  oath  of  allegianoe,  wj 

twen  a  hitter  pilK  .       «  /  . 

Abotit  the  middle  of  June,  IMS,  Captain  Hoogson  was  agam  ar- 
leated  in  a  snmmarr  manner  by  one  PeeW«3e  sr  "•♦omey,  quarte^ 
master  to  Sir  John  Armvta^'s  troop  of  horse-viitUtia^  with  about 
twelve  other  cavaliers,  who  used  him  radolv.  called  him  rabol  and 
tailor,  tod  aeemad  to  wish  to  pick 


,  upon 


ocourred  to  l!ady  P«v>0riV«  mindy  ilM*did  not  «Ai 
them  to  weigh  with  her  in  oppositUm  to  ike  advan* 
tages  which  the  patronage  of  theCoontMSoI'DCTbT 
secured  to  her  son. 

The  plan  seemed  .to  be  in  every  respect  aoctosrful; 
and  when^  from  tine  to  timcL  JuIimi  viiiiied  tW 
house  of  his  father.  Lady  Peveril  bad  the  aaiiafaciion 
to  see  him,on  every  occasion,  improved  in  penon  mtd 
in  nianner,  as  well  as  ardent  in  the  puirsoit  of  more 
solid  acquirements.  In  process  of  time  be  becatmea 
gallant  and  acQompUahed  youth,  and  tr^TeUed  Ar 
some  time  upon  the  continent  with  the  young  Earl 
This  was  the  more  especially  necessary  for  the  e& 
Urging  of  their  acquaintance  with  the  v»orld;  becMse 
the  Countess  had  never  appeared  in  London,  or  at  lbs 
Court  of  King  Charles,  since  her  fligbt  to  toe  Isis  ef 
Man  in  1660:  but  had  reside  in  soucary  and  untMh 
cratic  state,  ilternately  on  her  eatates  in  fcngtand  ani 
in  that  island. 

This  had  given  to  the  education  of  both  tho  ymag 
men,  cffherwise  aa  ejLceiient  as  the  best  tesidMfs 
could  render  it,  something  of  a  narrow  and  restiiciea 
character :  but  thoivh  the  dispoaition  of  the  iom$ 
Earl  was  lighter  ana  more  volatile  than  that  of  Job- 
an.  both  the  one  and  the  other  had  profited,  in  aoa»> 
aicterable  degree,  by  the  opfwrtunities  afibrded  Uic& 
It  was  Lady  Derby^s  atrict  injunction  to  bar  son,  aow 
returning  from  th^  continent,  that  he  should  not  a- 
pear  at  the  Court. of  Charles.  But  having  bees  nr 
some  time  of  age^  he  did  not  think  it  abaoluiely  i 


man  bred  up  in  comparative  seclusion. 

In  Older  to  reconcile  the  Countess  to  ihis  in» 
greasion  of  hei*  authority,  (for  he  continued  to  enter- 
tain for  hvr  the  profound  respect  in  whieK  he  W 


been  educated,)  Lonl  Derby  agreed  to  mafce  a  loag 
sojourn  with  her  in  her  favourite  island,  wbkk  ht 
abandoned  almost  entirely  to  her  manaseneaL 

Julian  Peveril  l^ad  spent  at  Martindals  Casik  a 
good  deal  of  the  time  which  his  friend  had  bestowed 
in  London ;  and  at  the  period  to  which,  passing  vtn 
many  years,  our  story  baa  arrived,  as  it  weni  ycr  sal- 
hem,  they  were  both  living,  as  the  Countess  s  gaosta 
in  the  Castle  of  Rushin,  in  the  venerable  Kingoosa  a 
Man. 


*at  some  distance. 

He  was  afterwards  accuaed  of  having  aisenbkd  s 


After  this  the  poor  Roundhead  was  aaain 

*  aneatad ;  and  (he  last  ooeasiun  we  Mall 

Septemher^  leti,  when  he  was  disarmed  by  his  old  f 


nth 


Peebles .  at  the  head  ofa  party.  Re  deoMndod  to  see  tW  w  anaot  s 
on  which  he  was  answered  as  fiwmorly,  by  the  quaner-masier  tar- 
ing has  hand  on  hia  sword-hilt,  eajrfaig  it  was  a  bettor  onler  tlu 
OGv«         ^'     '        •-•      -•  ■       ■       ■—   ■ 

sons . , 

better  than  «02.  value  in  fbw1mg-piores,nbtols^mnikel 

and  such  liko.  A  qiaaml  eneued  ahoat  Ms  b< 

son  leftised  to  deliver,  aUetins  they  had  no 

wearing  apparel.    To  this  he  ren    ' 

porsona]  lhn>ats  of  ^  John  Arm: 

traitor,  a   "      "', 

he  would  commi*  mv  to  jail, 

no  rebel,  and  lie  did  not  wkH 

and  gentlemen,  to  make  me  the 


iver  used  to  give.  At  length  a  wairam  was  prod 

1  submitting  to  the  search,  they  took  from  Iris  „ 

_.Uer  than  «02.  ralne  in  fbwfbg-piores,  pistols. mnsketo,  caAm^t^ 
and  such  liko.  A  qiaaml  ensued  ahoat  Ms  buff  ooat.  wUdh  Hslr 
son  lefhsed  to  deliver,  aUetins  they  had  no  waAaOtw  to  totew 
wearing  apparel.  To  this  he  remained  constant,  even  omm  tt» 
porsona]  ihn>ats  of  Sir  John  Armytage,  wIm>  calloid  him  ratal  and 
traitor,  and  said,  "  If  I  did  not  stml  the  boiT  coat  with  aU 
he  would  commit  mv  to  '  " 
no  rebel,  and  lie  did  not 
>ako 


I  told  him,"  aava  Hodnoti,  "  I  w«i 
to  oaJl  BM  80  befova  DieeeMMoi 

—  ^      be  mark  tor  eveirona  toafacKKaC.* 

'Jlte  bun  coal  was  then  iicmnptorfly  dcmanood,  and  at  IngA 
seised  by  open  force.  One  of  mr  John  Amiyla«e*a  laitLwiu  wmt 
it  for  mainr,ye«m  afler,  making  good  Priooe  Hanry*a  iilssew  atka. 


eveiT  one  to  afaoocaC* 
nanaod.  and  at  IngA 

myla«e*a  ta*f ' ' 

it  for  many  yean  atler,  making  good  Priooe  lMiiry*a 

that  a  bun  jerkin  is  a  most  sweet  robe  of  dnianee^ .. 

Bh-  John's  came  to  comiwund  (or  this  garment  aC  proof  Hodf** 
son  savB  he  would  not  have  taJcAo  ten  poonds  fbr  it  Mr  Mm 
wouM  have  gjvwi  about  ibur,  but  Insisting  on  the  ownei^ 


MDoaseesOT  wMonwiUias  to  giart, 
aidos.  and  Hodgson  Mnmr  raosiwed 


for  the  monef ,  which  its  Iwiqw 
the  tory  magisUrato  kept  both  -' 
satis&ction. 
W 

pictoro  of  the  country  attor  the  civil  wau-.  a   _   , 

irrital>ility  and  oppression  which  must  have  eaEtandod  aladf  A< 


We  wiU  not  proseoote  Mr.  Hodgson^  tale  of  peCy  crievaneea 
ny  fartiwr.  Enough  has  been  said  to  danlay  ib»  walaaichoiy 
ctoro  of  the  country  atler  the  civil  wau*.  and  to  abow  iba  sUito^ 


imtaiMiity  and  oppression  wiiich  must  nave  extcndod  ilaou  A«r 
the  face  of  Bnglandi  sfnce  there  wa«  scarcely  a  coonty  in  winch 
battles  had  not  been  (boght,  and  deep  iadiiriesaaitained.diir^lte 

asoendencjr  of  the  rounohcads,  which  w< '  ~^ * — '  ~ 

--         rafien. 


atcd  by  the  vengeauoe  of  the  caval 


juries  aaitained.diiri 
M'ein  not  albnraadi 


Chay.XIJ 


.PJSy^a(IL  OF  ?lBm  PEA^ 


CHAPTER  XI. 


Iliina— loAf  hid  flan  those  who  rauo  the  main.— Colliivs. 

The  Isle  of  Mad,  in  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  wae  very  diflerent,  as  a  place  of  residence, 
from  what  it  is  now.  Men  had  not  then  discovered 
its  merit  as  a  place  of  occasional  refuge  Arom  the 
storms  of  life,  and  the  society  xo  be  there  met  with 
was  of  a  very  uniform  tenor.  There  were  no  smart 
fellowo  whom  fortune  had  tumbled  from  the  se^t  of 
their  **  arouches— no  plucked  pigeons,  or  winged 
rooks— no  disappointed  specu'iators— no  mined  mi- 
nors—in short,  no  one  worth  talking  to.  The  society 
of  the  Island  was  limited  to  the  natives  themselves, 
and  a  few  merchants,  who  lived  by  contraband  trade. 
The  amusements  were  rare  and  monotonous,  and 

red  of 

too  wise 

for  happiness,  had  lost  relish  for  the  harmless  and 
Mmewhat  childish  sports  in  which  their  simple  aa- 
(Mtors  had  indulged  themselves.  May  was  no  longer 
ushered  in  hy  the  imaginary  contest  between  the 
^ueen  of  returning  winter  and  advancing  spring;  the 
listeners  no  longer  syippathized  with  the  lively  music 
ii  the  followers  of  the  one,  or  the  discordant  sounds 

•WaMron  mentiona  the  two  pofMlar  ftgUvitjesin  the  Isle  of 
IUq  whirh  are  alluded  to  ia  the  text,  and  Tcetiges  of  them  ore,  I 
)eiieve.  still  to  be  traced  in  this  nncular  Uland.  The  ConlMt  of 
Ifinler  and  Summer  leem*  directly  derived  from  the  Scandina- 
riuM,  long  tlie  mamteri  in  Man.  as  Olaue  Ma«nae  menliont  a  ai- 
nilar  ft'iitivtil  amonf  the  northern  natiom.  On  the  tint  of  May, 
lit  sora.  tlio  country  it  divided  into  two  bands,  the  captain  of  one 
if  wnich  liath  the  name  and  appeanuice  ef  winter,  ii  clothed  in 
lUos  of  beasts,  and  lie  and'his  band  armed  with  nre  forks.  They 
BiBg  about  ashee.  by  way  of  prokmcina  the  reiirn  of  Widter ;  while 
band,  whoM  captain  is  called  Flono,  represent  8p  ' 


1  uc   niiiuDciiiciiiA    1TCIG    laio    aiiu    liiviivtviii/uo, 

the  mercurial  young  Earl  was  soon  heartily  tin 
his  dominions.    The  islanders  also,  become  too 


wMimKsnbouKhs.  such  as  the  season  offers.  These  parties  skiM 
am  in  uport,  ind  the  mimic  eonteet  concludes  with  a  general 
huL^Hutory  nf  tht  Northern  Nations  by  Olavs,  Book  xt., 


-Si: 


WUdron  gives  on  account  of  a  (estiyal  in  Wales  exactly  similar : 

"  In  ahf  lOst  all  the  great  parishes,  they  choose  tnim  among  the 

vofhterH  of  the  mott  wealthy  firnneni,  a  younf  maid,  for  the 

teeon  of  May.   Site  is  drast  m  the  gayest  and  best  manner  they 

yi.  and  is  attended  by  about  tMrenCy  others,  who  are  called  maids 
honour.  8he  has  also  a  young  man.  who  is  her  captain,  and 
M  under  liin  command  a  good  number  of  inferior  officers.  In 
l^xwition  to  her.  is  the  dueen  of  Winter,  who  is  a  man  drest  in 
*nmaii*a  clothes,  with  woollen  hoods,  fur  tippets,  and  k»ded 
fth  the  wamicflt  and  heaviest  hofaiU,  one  upon  another ;  in  the 
fine  tnanner  are  those,  who  represent  her  attendants,  drest ;  nor 
the  without  a  captain  and  troop  for  hqr  defence.  Both  being 
juipt  as  proper  emblems  of  the  beauty  of  the  spring,  and  the 
pbrniity  of  the  winter,  they  set  forth  from  their  respective  <iuar- 
M :  the  one  nrocedod  by  violins  and  flutes,  the  other  with  the 
Mfrh  music  of  the  ton^  and  cleavers.  Both  companies  march 
■  they  meet  on  a  common,  and  then  their  trains  engage  in  a 
ock  battle.  If  the  Queen  of  Winter's  forres  get  the  better,  so 
I  a«  to  take  the  Queen  of  May  prisoner,  she  is  ransomed  for  aa 
uch  OS  pays  the  expenses  of  the  day.    After  this  ceremony. 


'inter  and  her  company  letire,  and  divert  themselves  in  a  bam, 
id  the  others  remain  on  the  green,  where  having  danced  a  con- 
derable  iiti>e.  they  oonehide  the  evenin|^  with  a  feast ;  the  queen 


t  one  table  with  her  maids,  the  captain  with  his  troop  at  another, 
hexe  are  seldom  lees  than  fifky  or  sixty  persona  at  each  board. 
It  not  more  than  three  or  four  knives.  Chrifttmaa  is  ushered  in 
ith  a  Ibnn  inu<*h  less  meaning,  and  infinitelv  more  fatigu]n|r. 
a  tim  S-ltb  of  December,  towards  evening,  all  the  servants  m 
meral  have  a  holidajr ;  they  ro  not  to  bed  all  night,  but  ramble 
Mit  till  the  bells  rmg  in  all  the  churches,  which  u  at  twelve 
clock  :  pnivcrs  bdng  over,  they  go  to  hunt  the  wren,  and  after 
ivinc  mnnd  one  of  tlioee  poor  birns,  they  kill  her,  and  lay  her  on 
hbr  with  the  utmost  solemnity,  briiwing  her  to  the  parish  church, 
id  burjring  her  with  a  wliimsicaJ  kind  of  solemnity,  singing 
fget  ornr  nor  in  the  Manx  language,  which  they  call  nor  knell : 
Iter  wliich  CliriKtmas  begins.    TIktb  is  not  a  nam  unoccujiind 


fget  ornr  nor  in  the  Manx  language,  which  they  call  hbr  knell 
Iter  wliich  CliriKtmas  begins.  TIktb  is  not  a  nam  unoccui»in<. 
IS  whole  twelve  days,  erory  parish  luring  fiddlers  at  the  public 
large ;  and  all  the  youth,  nav,  sometimes  people  well  aih-anced 
raars.  making  no  scniplo  to  bo  among  these  nocturnal  dancers." 
w'Arj)RON'8  Description  of  the  We  qfMnn,  folio,  1731. 
With  regard  to  Imrsc-rncing  rn  the  Isle  of  Man.  I  am  (\imished 
ith  a  ccrtifVr«l  copy  of  the  rules  on  which  that  sport  was  eon- 
leled.  under  the  pennisiiion  of  tlie  Earl  of  Derby,  in  whirh  tlie 
irious  may  tee  that  a  descendant  of  the  unfortunate  Christian 
tiered  a  horse  fbr  the  pnxe.  I  am  mdeotod  for  this  curiosity  to 
ly  kind  fViciid.  the  learned  Dr.  Dfbdin. 

Iif atn.A  I    ArtieJes  far  the  plate  which  is  to  he  run  for  in 

MoVM.  S    the  9aidUfand.  being  <^ the  vafu^qf five  ptrunia 

oterling,  (the  fashion  included.)  riven  by  the 

Right  Honourabis  WUliam  Earl  qf  Derby, 

Lorief  the  said  IsU.^^ 

\st.  The  anid  plate  is  to  bvnm  Idr  upon  the  88th  day  of  July,  in 
•uery  year.  %vhil(>s  his  lionfiur  is  nleawed  to  allow  the  same, 
tbaing  the  day  of  the  nativity  of  the  Honourable  James  Lara 
Mimnfe.)  except  it  happen  upon  a  Sunday,  and  if  soe.  the  said 


Matpls  to  be  nm  fbr  upon  tlie  day  following. 
ssTfrbat  ooe  horae,  gelding,  or  mair,  ihaH  be 


admitted  to  mo 


with  wMch  the  other  asaertea  a.  m«re  noisy  clahn  to 
attention.  Christmas,  too,  closed,  md  the  steeples 
no  longer  jangled  forth  a  aissonant  peal.  The  wren, 
to  seek  for  which  used  to  be  the  sport  dedicated  to 
the  holytide,  was  left  unpursued  and  unslain.  Party 
spirit  had  come  among  these  simple  people,  and  de- 
stroyed their  good-humour,  while  it  left  them  thtir 
ignorance.  Even  the'  races,  a  sport  genersUy  inte- 
resting to  people  of  all  ranks,  were  no  longer  per- 
formed, becaiise  they  were  no  longer  attractive.  The 
gentlemen  were  divided  by  feuds  nitherto  unknown, 
and  each  seemed  to  hold  it  scorn  to  be  pleased  with 
the  same  diversions  that  amused  those  of  the  oppo- 
site faction.  The  hearts  of  both  parties  revolted  from 
the  rocollectioil  of  former  days,  when  all  was  peace 
among  them,  when  the  earl  of  Derby,  now  slsugh- 
tered,  used  to  bestow  the  prize,  and  Christian,  syioe 
so  vindictively  executed,  started  horses  to  add  to  the 
amusement.* 

Julian  was  seated  in  the  deep  recess  which  led  to  a 
latticed  window  of  the  old  Csstle;  end,  with, his 
arms  crossed^  and  an  air  of  profound  contemplation, 
was  surveying  the  long  perspective  of  ocean,  which 
rolled  its  successive  waves  up  to  the  foot  of  the  rock 
on  which  the  ancient  pile  is  founded.    The  Earl  was 

fbr  the  said  nUta.  hut  such  as  was  fboled  within  the  aaii 
island,  or  in  the  Calfe  of  Mann. 

"  Sd.  That  eoory  hone,  gelding,  or  mair,  that  is  designed  to  ran. 
shall  be  entred  at  or  before  the  viiuth  dav  of  July,  with  In 
masters  name  and  his  owne.  if  he  be  generally  ktiowne  by  any, 
or  els  his  oollour,  and  whether  horse,  mair.  or  gelding,  aiid 
that  to  be  done  at  the  z  oompn.  office,  by  the  cluark  of  the 
rolls  fur  the  time  being.  ,      . 

**4f^  That  euery  person  that  puts  m  either  borae^  rooir,  or  geld* 
ing,  sliall,  at  the  time  of  their  entring,  depoeitt  the  sume  of 
fiua  slifll.  apiece  into  the  hands  of  tike  saki  eleik  of  the  roUa, 

•  wMch  is  to  goe  towards  the  auflnanting  of  tJie  pJate  for  the 
year  fblkming.  besidos  one  hilT.  apiece  to  be  fiueo  by  thoaa 
to  the  said  clerk  of  the  rolls,  for  entering  th«r  names,  and 
enaraesing  these  articles. 

"  bth  That  euery  hofie.  mair.  or  gelding,  shall  carry  honemon^a 
weight,  that  is  to  say.  ten  stone  weight,  at  fourteen  pooada  to 
each  stone,  besides  sadle  and  bridle. 

*'  tth.  Tliat  euory  horse,  man.  or  gelding.  shaH  baue  a  person  fbr 
its  tryer,  to  be  named  by  the  owner  of  the  said  horse,  mofr.br 
feldingt  which  tnrera  are  to  have  the  eossmand  of  the  scaiea 
and  weights,  and  to  see  that  euery  rider  doe  carry  fhll  weight, 
according  as  is  mentioned  in  the  forefoing  article,  and  espe> 
dally  that  the  wimdng  rider  be  aoe  with  the  usual  aUowancs 
of  one  pound  (m-. 

"  1th.  That  a  pervon  he  ainuni-eT]  by  I  he  ^en  to  start  the  ranings 
hones,  who  are  to jn'i  n  <t  tlK>  ■oji!  plaiu.  beiwiirt  the  howtn 


of  one  and  three  of^ 

*%th.  That  euery  rider  I 

sett  upp  in  Macybn 

to  sav,  the  tint  of  t 


'  k  En  l\\v  liVrmtKHn. 

.i'  fho  two  finit  p<*w|«  whteh  are 
.  m  thit  nuifTncr  'j^ilbwing,  ihatii 
iwo  [rijiwit'i  u[HNt  ►!!■  rigHthand, 


and  the  other  upon  Ih^  iniX  Imn^l  i^  ninl  xha  iwa  ptmi^res  by  the 
rockes  are  to  be  left  Li[<m  flu-  \f^\  hiiTiil  likewitie  -,  nnd  thefiflh 
powie,  which  is  setr  \i\i  n\  iTn*  ^iw^'^l'|ld  of  Hip  rimnoy-war* 
ren,  to  be  left  alsfie  ujKin  iJi£r  loft  bsnil,  nnd  nor  (he  tumifig 
powle  next  to  Wm.  Lnxuryt-i  hou^i-  lo  \h!  kll  m  Lke  manner 
upon  the  left  hand,  3fii<d  th<'  oihi<r  yvn\  [KiHlrt.  k'^iNng  to  tha 
ending  powle.  to  be  t'^'i  nyim  thgTi^ht  linriij :  aU  wrijchpowlea 
ore  to  be  left  by  th<:  tulviw  nn  arurL>*ftiit.  pjKC^!}i(iiig  only  the 
distanco-nowie,  whht  h  mar  \m  nd  on  titber  iiaud^  at  the  dio* 
cretion  of  the  rider,^'  &r.  dec  4c, 

••  Jnh/  Uth,  \tst. 
'*  The  names  of  the  penons  who  have  entered  their  horses  to 
run  fbr  tlie  within  plate  fbr  this  (feseiit  year,  MS7.     , 

*'Ro.   Hey  wood.  Ksq.  Governor  of  this  Isle,  nath  en* 
treed  ano  bay-gel  'jng.  called  by  the  name  of  Logfrer- 
nead,  and  hath  depositted  towards  the  augmenting  of    t  a  a. 
tl«  plate  for  the  next  jtar SO  06  €S 

"  Captain  Tho.  Hudiston  hath  entred  one  white  geld- 
ing, callod  Snoivball,  and  hath  depositted,       .  00  06  90 

"Mr.  William  Fnigler  hath  entred  his  gray  gehUng, 
railed  the  GratCarraine.  and  depositted,  00  06  OS 

"  Mr.  Niclm.  Willinms  hath  entred  ooe  gray  stone 
hone,  callc<l  the  Yorkshire  gmy.  and  depositted,    .       00  06  OS 

"Mr.  Dempnter  Christian  hath   entred  one   gelding, 
called  tho  Dap))legray,  and  hath  depositted.    .  00  06  OS 

*'VUhJviy,\Wt. 
"  Mbmoiunditm, 
•*  That  this  dnv  the  above  plate  was  tun  for  b?  the  foreian- 
doned  Iwrse.  and  the  same  was  fairly  won  by  the  nght  wonidi  li' 
govemor'B  hone  at  the  two  first  heades. 

"l7rAifi«ftf«f.  imi. 

"  Received  this  day  the  above  ,  which  I  am  to  p«  | 

to  my  master  to  aufineot  y«  plate,  by  me,  John  Wood 

"  It  is  my  good-wdl  and  pleasure  yt  y«  SpHxea  formorty  smorsd 
(by  me)  fbr  hnn  wning  and  shouting,  shall  continue  as  fhey  au. 
to  be  ran,  or  sliot  for,  and  soe  to  oonUnue  dureing  mr  good-wi1'  «na 
pleaaore.   Given  under  my  hand  at  Lathom.  y«  l'?th  of  July  lOOfi 

Dstgf. 
"  To  my  governor's  depaty-govemer.  and  ye 

rest  of  my  offlcen  in  my  Isle  of  Mao.** 


Buffering  unief  tlie  ihHiction  of  ennui— no#  looking 
a    volume  of  .Homer— now   whiBtling— now 


IClB?Sl 


into   _    _- . ^ 

swinging  on  his  chair— now  traversing  the  room 
tiil»  at  length,  his  attention  became  swallowed  up  in 
admiration  of  the  tranquillity  of  his  companion. 

"King of  men!"  he  aaid.  repeating  the  ra>'burito 
epithet  ny  which  Homer  describes  Agamemnon.— 
•  I  trust,  for  the  oM  Greek's  sake,  he  hsii  a  merrier 
oflic«  than  beins  King  of  Man— Most  philosophical 
Julian,  will  nothing  rouse  th§e— not  even  a  bad  pun 
on  my  own  royal  dignity  7"  , 

"I  wish  you  would  P6  a  little  more  the.  King  m 
Man/'  said  Julian,  starting  (Him  hia  reverie^ '  *'  and 
then  you  would  find  more  amusement  in  your  domi- 
nions." 

"What!  dethrone  that  roval  Semiramis  my  mo- 
ther,'* said  the  young  lora»  **^wno  has  as  much  plea- 
sure in  pla>^ng(alueen  as  if  she  were  a  real  Sovereign  ? 
—I  wonder  you  can  give  me  such  pounsel." 

"  Vour  mother,  as  you  well  know,  my  dear  Derby, 
would  be  delighted,  did  you  take  any  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  the  island." 

"Ay,  truly,  she  would  permit  me  to  be  King:  hut 
she  would  choose  to  remain  Viceroy  over  me.  Why, 
she  would  only  gain  a  subject  the  more,  by  my  con- 
verting n^y  spare  time^  which  is  ao  very  valuable  to 
me,  to  the  cares  of  royalty.  No,  no,  Julian,  she 
.  thinks  it  power  to  direct  all  the  affairs  ,of  these  poor 
Matixmen.;  and,  thinking  it  power,  she  finds  it  plea- 
sure. I  shall  not  interfere,  unless  she  hold  a  liigh 
court  of  justice  again.  I  cannot  tcfford  to  pay  another 
fine  to  my  brother,  King  Charles— Btrt  I  ibtget— this 
is  a  sore  point  with  you." 

"With  the  Ck)unte8a,  at  least,"  r^ied  Julian; 
*  and  I  wonder  you  will  speak  of  it" 

"  Why,  I  bear  no  malice  against  the  poor  man's 
memory  any  more  than  vourseli^  though  I  have  not 
the  same  reasons  for  holding  it  in  veneration,"  re- 
l»lied  the  Earl  of  Derby ;  "  and  vet  T  have  some  re- 
spect for  it  too.  I  rememoer  tneir  onnging  him  9ut 
to  die— It  was* the  first  holidsy  I  ever  had  in  my  life, 
and  I  heartily  wish  it  had  been  on  some  other  ac- 

OOQRt." 

"I  would  rather  hear  you  apeak  of  any  thing  else, 
my  lord,"  said  Julian. 

Why,  there  it  goes,"  anawered  the  Earl  j  "when- 
ever I  talk  of  any  thing  that  puts  you  ott  vour  met- 
tle, and  warms  your  blood,  that  runs  as  cold  as  a  nwr- 
man's— to  use  a  simile  of  this  happy  island^^ey 
passl  vou  press  me  to  change  the  subject.— Well, 
what  ahall  we  talk  ofl— O,  Julian,  if  you  had  not 
gone  down  to' earth  yourself  among  the  castles  and 
vcaverna  of  Derbyshire,  we  should  have  had  enough 
of  delicious  topics^the  playhouftes^  Julian— Both  the 
Kins^'s  house  and  the  Duke  s— Loyis's  establishment 
is  a  jest  to  them ;— and  the  Ring  m  the  Park,  which 
beats  the  Corso  at  Naples— ana  the  beautiea,  who 
beat  the  whole  world  f* 

"I  am  very  willing  to  hear  you  speak  on  the  sub- 
•ject,  my  lord,"  answered  Juhan;  '^the  leas  I  have 
seen  of  the  London  world  myself,  the  more  I  am 
likely  to  be  amused  by  your  account  of  it." 

"Ay,  my  friend— but  where  to  begin  1— with' the 
wit  of  BuoJ(ingham,  and  SedUy,  and  Etherege^  or 
with  the  erace  of  Harry  Jermyn— the  courtesy  of  the 
Thike  of  Monmouth,  or  with  the  loveliness  of  La 
Belle  Hamilton— of  the  Duchess  of  Richmond— of 
Lady ,  tlie  person  of  Roxalana,  the  smart  hu- 
mour of  Mrs.  Nelly" 

"  Or  what  say  you  to  the  bewitching  sorceriei  of 
Lady  Cynthia  7    demanded  his  companion. 

"  Faith.  I  would  have  kept  ihese  to  myself,"  said 
the  Earl,     to  follow  your  prudent  example.  But  since 

?'ou  ask  me,  I  fairly  own  I  cannot  tell  what  to  say  of 
hem ;  only  I  think  of  ihem  twenty  times  as  often  as 
all  the  beauties  I  have  spoke  of.  And  yet  she  is 
neither  the  twentieth  part  so  beautiful  as  the  plainest 
of  these  Court  beauties,  nor  so  witty  as  the  dullest  I 
have  named,  nor  so  modish— that  is  the  great  matter 
•-as  the  moat  obscure.  I  cannot  tell  what  makee  me 
Qite  on  her,  except  that  she  is  as  capricixxis  as  her 
w  'lole  sex  put  together." 

'That  I  should  think  a  small  recommendation," 
•na  werea  hia  compaiiidn. 


"  Small,  do  you  term  it,"  repfied  the  Etri,  "irf 
write  yourself  a  brother  of  the  anfjlel  Why.ijtii 
like  you  best?  to  pull  a  dead  stram  on  aniiatfii 
gudgeon,  which  you  draw  ashore  hx  msin  (oim^ 
the  fellows  here    tow  in  their  fishmg-bMU- 
lively  salmon,  that  jnakaa  your.rod  crsick^iiid 
line  whistle— playv  you  ten  thousand  nusdni 
prank^— wearies  yonr  heart  oat  with  hopes  tid 
—and  laonly  laid  panting  on  the  bank,  after  josi 
sho^D  the  most  unmatchable  display  of  u3|^ 
tience,  and  dexterity?— Bull  see  you  h^vcawr' 
go  on  anglinff  after  your  own  old  fashion.  Off] 
coal,  anoon. brown  jerkin  j— lively  colours "" 
in  the  sober  waters  of  the  Isle  of  Man;- 
London  you  will  catch  few,  unless  the  bail 
little.  .  But  you  ar« going ?—well,eood  lockto; 
I  will  take  ine  barge:^tne  sea  ani>in(l  are  la 
conatant  than  the  tide  you  have  embarked  oaf 

"  Vou  have  learned  to  say  all  these  sitfant"' 
London,  my  lord,"  ansrwered  Julian ;  "bui 
have  you  a  penitent  for  them,  if  Lady  Cy 
of  my  mind.    Adieu,  and  pleaauie  till  we  nrn^ 

The  young  men-  parted  accordingly;  aot " 
the  Earl  ^betook  him  to  his  pleasure  voyagei 
as  his  friend  had  prophesied,  assumed  tbej 
one  who  means  l«  anraee  himself  with  sB^i" 
hat  and  feather  were  exchanged  for  a  cap 
cloth ;  the  deeply-laced  cloak  and  doublet  t«\ 
pie  jacket  of  the  same  ooloui,  with  hoae 
and  finally,  with  rod  in  hand,  and  pa 
back,  mounted  upon  a  hsndsome  Manxpc 
Peveril  rode  briskly  over,lhe -country  whici 
him  from  one  of  those  beautiful  streama, ' 
soeod  to  the  sea  from  the  Kirk-Merlsgfa  m 

Having  tebched  the  spot  where,  he  iDeiBt! 
mence  his  day's  sport,  Jufuui  let  hia  little  sin 
which,  accustomiBd  to  the  situation,  foU" 
like  a  dog;  and  now  and  then,  when.tiiedj 
herbage  m  the  valley  through  which 
winded,  came  near  her  master's  aide,  - 
had  been  a  ouriooa  amateur  of  the 
the  trouts  as  Julian  brought  them  t  . 
shore.  But  Fairy's  master  showed,  on  ^ 
of  the  patience  of  a  real  angler,  and  took: 
old  Isaac  Walton's  recommendation,  ft, 
streams  inch  by  inch.  He  chose,  indeed, « 
filer's  eye,  the  most  promising  casta,  whesU 
oroke  sparkling  over  a  stone,  afibrding  tba 
shelter  to  a  trout;  or  where,  gliding  a«J 
rippling  current  to  a  atiD  eddy^  it  streamed"' 
projecting  hank,  or  dashed  from  the  pool  of 
cascade.  By  thia  judicious  selection  of  r' 
on  to  employ  his  art,  the  sportsman's 
soon  aufHciently  heavy,  to  show  that  his 
was  not  a  mere  pretext ;  and  ao  soon  as 
the  case,  he  walked  briskly  up  the  glen,  onlyfl 
a  cast  from  time  to  time,,  in  case  of  nis  bell 
served  from  any  of  the  neighbouring  hrapt^ 

It  was  a  little  green  and  locky  valje^r  ti 


gether  void^  of  inhabitants.      As  Pcveril  _^.  _ 
still  farther,  the  right  bank  reached  to  soine  di 
from  the  stream,  leaving  a  piece  of  meadow  | 
the  lower  part  or  which,  being  close  to  ibebnn 
entirely  covered  with  rich  herbage,  being  P< 
occasionally  irrigated  by  its  overflow.   Tw 
part  of  the  level  around  afforded  a  stance  for 
house,  of  a  singular  structure,  with  a  t«rrtM 
den,  and  a  cultivated  field  ortwo  beside  it.    uj. 
times,  a  Danish  or  PJorwegian  fastness  has 
here,  cslled  the  Black  Fort,  from  the  colpuijjfi 
heathv  hill,  which,  rising  behind  the  buiW« 
peared  to  be  the  boundary  of  the  vall?f,  andn 
the  sources  of  the  brook.    But  the  ongmal  ati 
had  been  long  demolished,  as,  indeed,  it  ^ 
only  consisiMi  of  dry  stones,  and  its  maten* 
been  applied  to  the  constiucuon  of  the  p«ee« 
sion— the  work  of  some  churdmian  duruig  »■ 
teenth  centiiry,  as  was  evident  from  the  fcuRM 
work  of  its  windows,  which  scarce  left  wW 
light  to  pass  through,  as  well  as  from  two  «. 
heavy  buttresses,  vmich  projected  nom  Um  om 


inXU 


W\ 


dtoiM,  md  M&flfaitad  en  tbwrM^ioelitdBiiichai 
fiiagea.  Tkoae  had  bwn  eanfiiUy  deanojrei,  tod 
»of  flowen  were  ^oed  in  the  aichai  io  tbeir 
id,  twndeft  their  b«ing  ammnmnMA  by  creepiM 
Mi.  of  varioiM  kiadt,  fknoiiutty  twiiMd  uouiw 
B.  The  garden  was  also  in  0ood  order ;  and 
Igh  the  spot  was  extremely  solitary,  there  was 
Qt  it  altogethel  aA  air  of  eoniirl^  accomnioda- 
^  and  even  el«0mcQ»  by  no  WBana.  generally  cha- 
■ristic  of  the  nabitationa  ol  toe  laland  at  the 


Rth  moeh  ctrcnmapection,  Julian  Pereril  ap;> 
iahed  the  low  Qothio  Donb.  wtatdi  deftttded  the 
HKse  of  the  manaion  troni  the  tempesis  iaeident 
laituation,  and  mU)  like  tha  bntneaaca,  ov«T«n 
l-ivr  >nd  other  creeping  phmte.  Mn  iron  rinft 
fifed  eo  aa  when  drawn  v^  and  down  to  imttle 


■Kse  of  the  manaion  fnm  the  tempesis  iaeident 

fS" 

trifod  so  as  when  drawn  v^    

kut  the  bar  of  notched  iron  throat  whieh  n  was 
ndad.  senred  thapinposeof  a  knoclmr  i  and  to 
Ihe Ikpblied  himsS;  thoagh  with  tfaa  gmmnt 


sieoeived  m>  answer  iv  some  time,  and 

d  aa  if  the  hoase  was  totally  oninhahited-; 
_  _t  len||th,  his  impatiaDes  ^stdn^-:  the  upper 
iha  tried  to  opea  the  door,  andi  as  it  w«s  only 
liie  laich,  very  eaafly  snceeededi  Ha  passed 
Hale  iow<*archsd>  hall,  the  naper  end  of 

V  oeeopied  by  a  atanreassr  and  tommg  to 

t  opened  the  ddorof  a  aumroerperloaE,  wain-* 

i  with  black  oak^  and  Terysiinply  farnished 

ara  aad  tables. of  the  same  maieriala:  the 

ahiooed  with  Isathes.   The  apartment  waa 

one  of  thosS'SloBe«shafled  wmdewS  which 

I  with  its  aomll  latticed  panes,  snd 

I  of  Ibliam  sdmittiog  but  an.iaipeifeoc 

the  chimney-piece  (which  waa  of  the  aame 

i  materiale  with  the  panelling  of  the  apart» 

was  the  only  ornament  of  the  room  (  a  paint- 

lely,  repreaenting  an  efiloer  in  the  milite^ 

the  Civil  Wars.    It  was  a.  gseen  jerkin,  then 

anal  and  peculiar  wear  of  the  Manxmen  i  hie 

H'band  which  himg  down  on  the  coiraaa— the 
'     nd  acarf,  but,  abeve  alUtheakotlaess  of 
cut  hair,  showing  etidently  to  which  of  the 
irtieshehadhehmsed.  Uis.nghthsnd  lasted- 
hiit  of  his  sword ;  and  in  the  left  ha  hald  a 
f  Bible,  bearing  the  inscnptisnv  ''  Mm  kooHgno!' 
intenaace  waa  of  a  Ught  complexioBi  with 
almost  sfismiaa)e  blue  epes,  sod  sn  ool 
face-^ne  of  Aosoph^siagHomies,.  to  nrhioh, 
not  otherwiaaDnplsasNia,  wenahirBlly  attach 
1  of  radanchely  and  ofaaefoftMBe  *    Appa* 
t  was  well  kaowateJoltanPevanlt  fiviv  alter 
I  lopked  St  it  for  a  long  tiaick  he  ooaki  not  for- 
^  '        *     '  '*Whatwoaldl9iiathatthat 


uttenng  i 


,  or  that  he  Still  lived!*' 


now^-bow  ia  this  V  said  a  .ftmaiieu  who 

the  room  as  he  attend  thsi  nAectina.  **  Yea 

_„aster  Pereril,  ia  spits  of  all  the  warnings  yon 

■had  !    You  hen.  in  the  noesefsiea  of  folk's 

arhen  they  BTBabiead,  ana  talking  to  youiaeU; 

lali  w&rrantl" 

a,  Miatjeas  Deborah,'*  aaid  Petaril,  *'I  am 
ace  more,  aa  yon  aes^  igsiastjwery  prohibi^ 
•d  in  defiance  of  ail  dan^ar.— Whese  is  Alicel' * 
leia  roa  will  never  sse  ho)  M aater  Julian 
■ay  aatiafy  yoaradf  of  that,'*  answered  Mis* 
mborab,  foritwaathatiespsatahlegovegaaaitei 
iking  down  at  the  eame  tma  npon  one  of  the 
mthem  chaim,  ahe  began  te  fan  hemslf  with 
adkeHshie^  and  complawof  the  beat  inaflKMM 
i  finrtiioit. 

hct,  Mwtmaa  Debbitcb,  whilb  her  exterior 
led  a  considerable  change  of  condition  for  the 
and  her  coantaaaaee  showed  the  less  lavoura- 
I  told  that  •  portiait  of  tlwoalbrtaMile  WiOhm  ChMM 

liiihin  WMliam  DImw  b  dnfMd  in  a  frMm  M«t%^ 
r«r  cue.  aft*  ihefiMn  ««»•«  P««^*c  *«>«•  ..^ti 
h adwfe^^opt  wif . raMitiUinr  the  W»hop'«  pwuke  of 

ite  esiimM  of  fcraMiag  mekDcboljr.    Ihav«»o 


ble  efieeta  of  die  twenty  vtata  whic^  had  pasasd 

ov«  her  head,  was  in  mind  and  maniiera  very  much 
what  she  had  been  when  she  battled  the  opinionaot 
Madam  fiUesmere  at  Martiodale  Caedeu    in  a  word, 
she  waa  self-willed,  obeaaale,  andcoouetcish  as  ever,., 
oihttwias  no  iU-di^ostd  person.    Her  prassnt  an- 
pearance  was  that  of  a  woman  of  the  better  rank. 
From  the  aebriet/of'ihe  faakMm  of  bar  dieas,  and 
the  uniformity  of  ita*  eoioara,  it  was  plsin  sbei  be-  - 
kmged  to. seme  sect  which  oeoderoned  supttflueus 
gayety  in  attin ;  but  no  ndca»not  theae  of  a  nannery 
or  of  a  quakers  aoeietv,  can  prevent  a  little  cav>stry  . 
in  that  partienlar,  where  a  woman  ia  desirous  of 
bein{(  sappoaed  to  retain  eamedaim  to  peraonal  al- 

tenoon.    AH  MistramDeborah'e  orment 

arranged  aa  might  beat  set  ofl*  a  good-lookin,      

iadieatad  ease  aad  good  cheer-  . 
well  en- 


oking  woman, 


who  called-  haraelf  five«and-thirty,  aad  was  \ 

titled)  if  she  had  ».miDd<  to  call  hemelf ^iwelive  or 


filleeayeanoldsr^ 

inlma  was  under  the  necessity  of  enoaring  all 
her  thaeofse  and  fantaaiic  air&  and  awaiting  with 
palieacB  att  ahe  bad  "priocked  herself  and  piaasd 
benelf  **— flaag  her  hoode  back,  and  drawn  thena 


forward*- 


■  wmBed  at  a  little  hotda  of  esasnoa^  c 

bveyas.uke  a  dying  ibwl^tumed  them  up  lifen  a 
daok'  in  a  thnnder*acenBi  when  at  length,  having 
exhaaeted  faerToaadof  stifioaiicrMt,  she  condescend^ 
ed  to  open  the  eonveraation* 

*'Thess  wslka  will  be  the  death  of  ma/*  ahe  said, 
**  and  all  on  yoar  aceoant,  Master  Julian  Ptfttvi  *,  for 
if  Dame  Christian  ahoubi  ieam  that  you  have  chosen 
to  make  yoar  visits  fta  her  niece,  I  paomise  you,  Mis- 
trass  Alice  wonld  be  soon  ofalignd  to  find  other  qi»r^  • 
ters,aKlsoahoohli;' 

^OoBM  new,  Miatnaa  Deborah,  be  good-humonr* 
ed,**  aaid  Julian }  "  ooaeider*  was  not  sU  tins  inti> 
macy  of  oura  of  .-yotv  own  making  1  Did  you  not 
make  vonraelf  known  to  roe  ibe  very  firat  time  I 
strolled  Qp  this  glea  with  my  fiehing-KML  and  tell 
me  that  you  were  my  former  keeper,  and  that  Alice 
had  been  my  little  plav-fellow?  And  what  could., 
there  br  mora  natural,  than  that  I  should  come  back 
and  aee  two  aMh  agtoeable  persons  aa  efilen  as  I 
eooldr* 

**  Yes,**  ssid  Damn  Ddbonh  }*"  bat  I  did  not  bid 
yoa  fall  in  love  aidi  as,  though,  or  propose  such  a 
natter  aa  marriage  either  to  Alice  or.mvaelf,** 

"*  To  do  you  justice,  you  never  did,  Dehsrah," 
answered  fhe  youth  i  ^'bnt  what  of  thati    Such 
tfaiagi  will  oome  oet  befora  one  ia  awara.    I.  am  sura 
you  must  have  heaod  saoh  proposals  fifty  times  whsn  • , 
von  leaat  flwwitfty*  them.** 

"Fie»  fie^  te  Maatsr  Julian  PeveriV  aud  the 
govenMBtei  "  I  weoU  have  yoa  to  know  that  I  have  - 
alwaya  ao  behaved  myeel^  that  the  bset  of  theland . 
weald  have  thoi«ht  twios  of  it,  aad  have  very  well 
considered  both  what  he  was  going  to  ssy,  and  how 
he  was  gomg  to  say  it,  beidre  he  came  oat  with  such 
pmposaTa  to  m&** 

**■  IVuctrae,  Miatnaa  Deborah,**  oontmued  Jnlian  i 
**but  all  the  worid  have  not  your  diecretipn.  Then 
Alice  Bridgeaorth  ie  «  child— a  mera  6hikl  i  and  oae 
always  aska  a  baby  to  be  ooe*s  little  wife^  you  know. 
Come,  I  know  you  will  foigive  me.  Thou  vtm  ever 
the  bestHnatond,  kindest  womsn  in  the  world  i  and 
v6a  knew  voa  have  aaid  twenty  tiroes  we  wera  made 
lor  each  other.** 

**0  ncL  Maatsr  Juhan  Peveiilt  no,  ac^  no!** 
fjaculated  Deborah.  "  1  may  indeed  have  aaid  yoor  . 
eatatea  wera  bom  to  be  united  i  apd  to  be  aura  if  ia 
natural  to  me,  that  come  of  the  old  stock  of  the 
boasst  yeomanry  ef  Peveril  of  the  Peak*a  astala,  to 
wish  that  it  waa  all  within  the  ring  fasce  again ; 
which  aura  enough  it  might  be,  wera  jm  to  marry 
Alice  Bridgsnorth.  But  then  there  is  the  knight  yoar 
father,  and  my  lady  your  mother,  and  there  is  bet 
father,  that  ia  half  crazy  with  hie  religion  t  aad  her 
aunt,  that  wearaefeermil  black  grogram  for  that  un- 
lucky Cotond  Chnsiian ;  and  there  is  the  Countess 
of  Derby,  that  would  aerve  us  all  with  the  eame 
ssnce  if  we  were  thinking  of  any  thing  that  would 
displsase  her.  And  beaidea  all  that,  joa  have  brok«' 
'ord  with  Mistress  Alioe^ 
4lg» 


your  wo 


bat,  yoa 
sndsfi 


TBtrfeRILOl*  WE^teJLlL 


V 


Buffering  under  flie  infliction  of  ennui— no^  looking 
into  a  Volume  of  .Homer— now  wliistling— now 
swinging  on  his  chair— now  traversing  the  room- 
till,  at  length,  his  attention  became  swallowed  up  in 
admiration  of  the  tranquillity  of  his  companion. 

"King of  men!*'  he  said,  repeating  the  favourite 
epithet  Dy  which  Homer  describes  Agan?e^non.— 

I  trust,  for  the  old  Greek's  sake,  he  had  a  merrier 
office  than  being  King  of  Man— Most  philosophical 
Julian,  will  nothing  rouse  th^e— not  even  a  bad  pun 
on  my  own  royal  dignity  7"  , 

"I  wish  you  would  be  a  little  more  the  Kingm 
Man,"  said  Julian,  starting  (thm  his  reverie,"  *'  and 
then  you  would  find  more  amusement  in  your  domi- 
nions." 

"What!  dethrone  that  rovaj  Semiramis  my  mo- 
ther," said  the  young  lordj     wiio  ha^  as  much  plea- 
mire  in  playing  Queen  as  if  ahe  were  a  real  Sovereyjn  1 
jch  pounsel.'' 
know,  my  dear  Derb: 

ifTaira  of  the  island." 

"Ay,  truly,  she  would  permit  me  to  be  Kins;  but 
■he  would  choose  to  remain  Viceroy  ov^  me,  \VUy» 
she  would  only  gain  a  subject  the  more,  by  iiif  con 
verting  n^y  spare  time,  which  is  «o  very  vDJurible 
me,  to  the  cares  of  royalty.     No,  no^  Julmu^ 
thinks  it  power  to  dir«^t  all  the  affairs  ,or  tltc^sc  , 
Manxmen.;  and,  thinking  it  power,  she  findij  i 
sure.    T  shall  not  interfere,  unless  she  hold 
court  of  justice  again.  I  cmnot  tcfford  K>  m' 
fine  to  my  brother.  King  Chaxleft— Bill  l|f 
is  a  sore  point  with  yoti?* 

"With  the  Countess,  at  k»At,"   re^ 
*  and  I  wonder  you  will  speak  of  it"  //  . 

"  Why,  I  bear  no  malice  against  -//  i 
memory  any  more  than  yourselii  t^;  -^  ' 


-I  wonder  you  can  give  me  such  pounsel. 

Tour  mother,  as  you  well  know,  my  dear  DerbVi 
wonld  be  delighted,  aid  you  cake  ai:(y  interest  in  ihe 


I 


"Small,  do  you  lertn  i( "  repl^^ 
write  yourself  a  brother  of  the  a$ 
like  you  best?  to  pull  a  dead^f  p 
gudgeon,  which  you  drawjpfi.^  f; 
ipe  fellows  here    tow  ia  I  g  i  2 
lively  salmon,  that  jnaju^g  %■%% 
line  whistle— play # y^^^%  '^'i^ 
prank^— wearies  yourv,^  ^  ^1 «  i^ 
—and  laonly  laidpaj"!  I'I^^Ij  z 
shown  the  most  ?  J^  |.^g  0P-^ 
tience,  and  dexi£^.|  i  I'^f  I  f^ 
go  on  angling V^ll  J'^  |^J< 
coat,  andon.D/  J^^.^l  ^J^^si 
in  the  sobei^^   ^^/^  l-^lll 
London  yoi;^  <,  JlTa-^J  %t^%  c 

little,  .  Bq?i/^^tfN  11  ^-St 
IwiUti^^,0%i|||||r 

"  Pfiffi   H 

^-i^?  ^  I  ^  '  a  cT  ^  ifi  -  ^  ^  < 


i 


yry 

my  lord,"  said  Julian.     //■ 

*'  Why,  there  it  goes.'  ,'^^' 
ever  I  talk  of  any  th>^ 


man  8— to  uas  a  »' 

fiijr.-!  vi.ni  prcBS 
what  shall  we  ' 
gone  down  to'-^    ^*^;\i 


cell 

.odaea  for 

.ave  no  doubt 

MB  Oaatie.' 

tlcand  warmsyourF  VaSi^S^gfn  IhJ 

i-e  he  ia  again.'  and  ahe  fan 
ng  deer;  ana  I  beard  key 
r<>  I  ooald  Bay  a  single  woca 
f  r.     >j^M'rni  teard  her  not" 
caverns  of  D  ,^if  ;,„.  aa  I  «ver  waa,«i  owl-a 
vin.'Xn?X-'iJr^^^^«'l  tboaegoMen  rnlnutea  pass, 
\^^TS^'  life  h^rfda  o5t  to  me  ao  mrdy.^ 
J  ,¥  J^^Tgrt— go  for  e?er-Tgo  whene  ahe  will 
t  ih  ^&45^  ms— where  no  one  ahall  hear  moi« 


i»  a.  )est 
h«at 


^„/  ^f^l^iiher!"  satd  the  dame,  *^hoar  how  he 

£:     /JT wi«f  "'^'^  I"  ^;<Mni>.  of  Sir  Geoffrey,  and  ytp'ir 

h      ^*' *»'*  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  '^f  ^**«  Ckianteaa,  ii  you  iMere 

5*t  ^'"  "*  P'"  ^^^^  ^^'^    ^^  ^"^^^  would  be. 

^^ poor  Alice  too?   for  1  will  he  ewoni  ahe 

^rtii  ricttE^r  than  she  says,  and  I  know  aho  xued 

/ygjiid  look  thi^  wiiy  chat  you  used  to  come  up  the 

if^  gnii  now  and  tbnn  ask  me  if  the  morning 

^f^aiK\  Tor  BMhirt^,    And  all  the  while  you  were 

-Jj^e  f^ontmeoT.  as  they  call  it,  she  scarcely «niiled 

^ee,  iinlffi^  ii  wnp  when  sheffot  two  beautiful  long 

£|ftf?r^  abrmt  fi  reign  partfl."    I 

''Frti^ndflhip,  Datrsa  Deborah-^only  friendahii^-^ 
fohi  nml  calm  reniifmbrance  of  one  who,  by  your 
^ind  ptTinivsiun,  siole  m  on  your  aolitode  oow  and 
[hon,  With  lirus  fn-vrii  ihe  livmg  world  witliout— 
Gace,  .i:i.-cd,  i  ihowglit— but  it  ia  all  over— fareweU." 


to  withstand  the  eight  of  his  affliction. 

"Now,  do  not  be  in  auch  haste,"  she  said;  "I 
wiH  go  lip  again,  and  tell  her  how  it  atinda  with 
you.  and  bnng  her  down,  if  it  ia  in  woman'a  power 
to  do  It."    And  80  aayins.  ahe  left  the  aoa^jnaiit 


lianup'atairiL 


.  nod  who  hid 

iiag  in  tbeliiiie 

watered  thevallejia' 

.<cii  Alice  Bridgenorth.  TbeDiOf" 
,  ^aily  discoveied  who  lie  was :  ami  beadei 
«ijtereat  which  peraona  in  hercoodilionuaMly 
take  in  the  young  persona  who  have  been  oitder  ttci 
chaiige,  ahe  waa  delighted  with  the  opportonitT  ift 
talk  about  former  timea^about  Marundale  C"**" 
and  Irieoda  thei^e— about  Sir  Oeotfrey  aad  hii . 
hdy^and  now«nd  then,  about  Lance  Ontrim 
park-kaepar. 

The  mere  pleasure  of  gratifying  her  in 
wooM  aoarce  have  had  power  enoogb  to 
Julian  to  repeat  hia  viaiu^to  the  lonely  gieo:  I 
Deborah  had  a  eompanion^a  lovdy  girl— bred  m  il 
aofitnde^  and  m  the  quiet  and  unpretending  tisM^  r^. 
which  aolitude  eaooiiragea— spirilei  also  and  io«»^ 
aitivei  and  liatening,  with  a  lauching  cheek  indii  t. 
eager  eye,  to  every  tale  which  the  young  aosW^  'i 
brought  ftom  the  town  and  castle.  ,    i^ 

The  visits  of  Julian  to  the  Black  Fort  weieoaif  •  s 
occasional'-ao  far  Damft  Deborah  ahowed  connnoi  ^ 
aeaaa— which  waa,  ^perhapa,  inapirsd  by  the  vpfw  ^ 
henaion  of  loaing  her  place,  ia  caae  of  discaveiT.  k 
She  had,  indeed,  great  oonfidencein  the  strong '"  f 
rooted  beiief^araountiBg  aknoat  to  8uperstiu«r  f 
which   Major   Bridgenorth    enteruincd.  that  W  k 
daughter's 'continued  heahh  ooold  oniybeeoased  ^ 
by  her  oontimiing  under  the  charge  of  one  who  w 
acquired  Lady  Peveril'a  aoppoaed  skill  in  treiuil 
those  aubiect  to  such  ailmenta.    This  belief  I)tfJ| 
Deborah  had  improved  to  the  utmost  of  her  aiafK 
cunntiig,^*-«lway8  apeaking  in  aomething  oT  ao^ 
cular  tone,  upon  the  aubjeet  of  her  charge's  bean 
and  hintirii[  ait  certain  nnyaleribua  mlee  Decc«»r7» 
maintain  it  m  the  preaent  favouraUa  sute.  S"^ 
availed  herself  of  this  artifice,  to  procure  for  bjrao 
and  Alice  a  ae^arate  eatabliahment  at  the  wa» 
Port ;  for  it  was  originally  Malor  BridgeoanB  ■ 
reaoliitioii,  that  hia  daughter  and  ha  eofm)B» 
shoukl  remain  under  the  same  roof  with  tbe  flaw* 
in-law  of  his  deceaaed  wife,  the  widow  of  the  «»}*• 
tunate  Colonel  Christian.    But  this  Isdy  waa  broii» 
down  with  premature  age,  brought  on  by  wn^^Jji 
and,  in  a  short  visit  which  Major  Bridgenorth  njafl" 
to  the  island,  he  was  easily  prevailed  on  to  conwf 
her  house  at  Kirk-Truagh,  as  a  very  cbeerleaa  re- 
sidence *  for  his  daughter.    DaqMt.P.c^borafli  «»% 


pmneiiL  or  trHB  psui 


^uc  mdeMAdeftce^  wm  <;8reful  to 
-««8non  bv  mtarimng  bar  patron's 
>  *  Alioe'fl  iieahh;   The  tnanflion  of 
Mie  said,  mueh  exposed  to  the 
'tould  not  but  be  coid,  as  they 
vhere,  as  she  was  assured, 
't  midsummer.    In  shott, 
*«to  fiiU  possession  of  the 
%  well  as  Kiric^Tmash, 
'^n,  and  noiK(  to  nis 


<m  the  0ovemafite 

gh  fiom  time  to 

Glider  the  man- 

*  Christian^a 

^  Deborah 

tiuch  free- 

*tider  the 

^f  inde- 

'all,to 


«rol 


.nose 

.ae  impor- 

«jn.    Had  she 

.  tsat  had  been  the 

.MjraVs  administration. 

.r-stronffhold. 

said,   "was  exercise,  regulated 

•aoak:  and  it  stood  to  reason,  that  it 

.^  t«tit>f  all  exercise  for  a  delicate  person, 

^tiyns  H  eoold  be  tiike«>  within  doors,  and  in 

plates  of  llie  weather." 

widgenoTtii  listened,  with  adouded  and  thought- 
I  brow,  when,  in  exempHfieation  of  her  doctnne, 
Mtreas  Deborah,  who  was  no  oontemptible  p^r- 
Imer  on  thefiot,  began  to  jangle  SeHens|[er^B  Round, 
Id  desiivd  Ahoe  to  daneo  an  old  Rnglish  measure 
^the  cane.  As  the  half-bashful,  half-snnling  girl, 
k>uc  foarteen--/or  suoh  was  her  age— mo^ed  wace- 
lly  to  the  i^ttsic,  the  father's  eye  unsToidably  fol- 
*«d  the  light  Bprin|r  of  her  step,  and  marked  with 
If  the  rising  oolour  m  her  cheek.  When  the  dance 
«s  over,  he  folded  her  in  his  arms,  smoothed  her 
tanewhat  disordered  looks  with  a-fatner's  alfection- 
|hand,  smiied,  kissed  her  brow,  and  took  his  leave, 
WiOttC  one  einglo  word  fiirther  interdicting  the 
Ksrcise  of  dancini^.  He  did  not  himself  communi* 
fis  the  resttU  of  his  visit  at  the  Black  Fort  to  Mis- 
feaa  Ghristi«n<  bm  she  waa  not  Ions  of  learning  it,  by 
|0  triumph  of  Dame  Deborah  on  hf*r  next  visit. 
*It  is  well.*'  said  the  viem  old  lady:  "  my  brother 
ridcenorth  hath  permitted  you  to  make  a  Herodias 
^Aiiee,  and  teach  her  dancing.  You-  have  only 
iw  to  find  her  a  partner  for  life->I  shall  neither 
UdJa  nor  make  more  in  their  affairs." 
In  ftict,  tike  trimnph  of  Dame  Deborah,  or  rather 
^Dame^fttture,-  on  this  occasion,  had  more  import 
ftt  effects  thwn  the  former  had  ventiured  to  antici' 
fts;  for  Miatreoa  Christian,  though  she  received 
ith  all  fontiatity  the  formal  visits  of  the  goyemante 
Bt.her  charge,  seemed  thenceforth  so  pettish  with 
•  issue  of  her  reanonsfranoe.  upon  the  enormity  of 
^  niece  dancing  to  a  little  tiddla  that  she  appeared 
jive  ap interference  m  her  afiairs,  and  left  Dame 
wbiteh  and  Aiico  to  manage  both  education  and 
iusskeeping-4n  which  she  had  hitherto  greatly 
neemed  heraolf— much  after  their  own  pleasure. 
It  was  in  thia  independent  state  that  they  lived, 
ken  Julian  first  visited  their  habitation ;  and  he 
as  the  rather  encouraged  to  do  so  by  Dame  Debo- 
K  that  tlM|(.b«tt«ve4  Irim  to  be  one  of  the  fast 


peiaons  in  the  world  with  whom  Mistress  Christian 
would  have  desired  her  nieoe  to  be  acquainted-- the 
happy  spirit  of  contradiction  superseding,  with  Dame 
Deborah,  on  this  as  on  other  occasions,  all  consider* 
atien  of  the  fitness  of  things.  She  did  not  act  alto 
gether  without  precaution  neither.  She  was  awars 
she  had  to  guard  not  only  against  any  reviving 
interest  or  curiosity  on  the  part  ofMistrees  Christian  i 
but  against  the  sudden  arrival  of  Major  Bridgenorth,- 
who  never  failed  onoe  in  the  year  to  make  his  ap- 
pearance at  the  Black  Fort  when  least  expected,  and 
to  remain  there  for  a  few  days.  Dame  Debbitch,' 
thtoreforck  exacted  of  Julian,  that  bis  visit*  should  be 
few  and  fat  between ;  thtt  he  should  condescend  to 
pass  for  a  relation  of  her  own,  m  the  eyes  of  two 
Ignorant  Manx  girls  and  a  lad,  who  formed  her  eo- 
tablishment;  and  that  he  should  alwaja  appear  in 
his  anffler's  <]ress  made  of  the  simple  Lougthan^  or 
buff-coloured  wool  of  the  island^  which  is  not  sub- 
jected to  dyeing.  By  these  cautions,  she  thought  hia 
mtimacy  at  the*  Black  Fort  would  be  entirely  unno- 
ticed, or  ooneidered  as  immaterial,  wbHe,  in  the 
meantimes  it  fyimtahed  much  amusement  to  her 
charge  and  herself. 

This  was  accordingly  the  case  during  the  earlier 
art  of  their  intercourse,  while  Julian  was  a  lad,  and 

xse  a  girl  two  or  three  years  younger.    But  as  the 

shot  up  to  yooth,  and  the  girl  to  womanhood, 

Dame   Deborah   DebbitctPs    judgment   saw. 

in  their  oontinued  intiraa^.    She  took  an 

Mty  tc»  communicate  to  Julian  who  Mist* 

..iorth  actually  was,  and  the  peculiar  circum- 

auces  which  placed  discord  between  their  fathera. 
He  heard  the  storv  of  their  auarrel  with  interest  and 
surprise,  ibr  he  had  onlf  resided  occasionally  at  Mar- 
tindale  Castle,  and  the  subject  of  Bridgenorth'^ 
(inarrel  with  his  father  had  never  been  mentioned 
in  hia  presence.  His  imagination  caught  fire  at  the 
aparks  afforded  bv  this  singular  story  i  and,  far  from 
complying  with  t)ie  prudent  remonstrance  of  Damo 
Deborah,  and  gradually  estranging  himself  from  th# 
Black  Fort  and  its  fair  inmate,  he  frankly  declared, 
he  considered  hia  intimacy  there,  so  casually  com- 
menced, as  intimating  the  will  of  Heaven,  that  Alice 
and  he  were  designed  for  each  other,  in  spite  of  every 
obstacle  which  passion  or  prejudice  could  raise  up 
betwixt  them.  They  hi)d  been  companions  in  in- 
fancy ;  and  a  little  exertion  of  memory  enabled  him 
to  recall  his  childish  grief  for  the  unexpected  and 
sudden  diaajrpearance  of  his  little  companion,  whom 
he  war  destined  again  to  meet  with  in  the  early  bloom 
of  opening  besmty,  in  a  country  which  was  foreign  to 
them  both. 

Dame  Deborah  was  oonfoonded  at  the  conaeooeo-  * 
cee  of  her  communication,  which  had  thus  blown 
into  a  flame  the  passion  which  she  hoped  it  would 
have  either  prevented  or  extinguished.  She  had 
not  the  sort  of  head  which. resists  the  masculine  and 
energetic  remonstrunoes  of  basaionate  attachment, 
whether  addressed  to  her  on  ner  own  account,  or  on 
\)ehtA{  of  another.  She  himented  and  wondered, 
and  ended  her  feeble  opposition,  by  weeping,  and 
sympathizing,  and  consenting  to  allow  the  conunu-. 
ance  of  Julian's  visits,  provided  he  shoidd  only  ad 
dress  himself  to  .\lice  as  s  friend ;  to  gain  the  world  • 
sher  would  consent  to  nothing  more.  She  was  not, 
however,  Ho  simple,  but  that  she  also  had  her  forebo- 
dings of  the  deai{^s  of  Providence  on  this  youthful 
couplet  for  certainly  they  could  not  be  more  formed 
to  be  united  than  the  good  estates  of  Martindale  and 
Moultrassie. 

Then  came  a  long  sequence  of  reflection.  Mai  • 
tindale  Caatle  wanted  but  some  repairs  to  ho  almost 
equal  to  Chatsworth.  The  Hall  might  be  allowed  tc 
go  to  ruin  I  or,  what  would  be  belter,  when  Sir  Geof- 
frey's time  came,  (for  the  good  kniuht  had  seen  ser- 
vice, and  must  be  breaking  now,)  tne  Hall  would  be 
a  good  dowry-house>  to  which  my  lady  aiul  Elies- 
mere  might  retreat ;  while  (empress of  the  still-rooni, 
and  queen  of  the  pantry)  Mistress  Deborah  Dobbitch 
should  reien  housekeeper  at  the  Castle,  and  extend, 
perhaps,  the  crown-matrimonial  to  Lance  Out  ram,  « 
provided  he  was  not  become  too  old,  t«iu  .at,  or  too 
fond  of-ilt. 


f«rBKlL  QP  rev  JW«K 
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8wk  vter&  tkd  iooththg  viuonk  under  the  iDfltt- 
ence  of  which  the  damecoaiuved  at  an  attachment, 
which  lulled  also  to  pleasing  Ureams,  though  of  • 
character  so  different,  her  cbarse  and  her  vtsitant. 

The  vjsita  of  the  young  angler  became  more  and 
sore  frequent;  and  tlieembanrasaed  Deborah,  though 
^reeeeingall  thedanipera  of  dieoovery,  and  the  adoi- 
ttonal  risK  of  an  explanation  betwixt  Alioe  and 
Julian,  which  must' necessarily  render  their  relative 
situation  so  much  more  delicetei  felt  completely  over- 
borne byjhe  enthusiasm  of  the  young  loveri  aod  waa 
QompelltA  to  let  matters  take  their  oourse. 

The  departure  of  iulian  for  the  continent  inter- 
ropted  the  oourse  of  his  intftnaey  at  the  Black  Fort, 
duid  whileat  reUevsd  the  elder  of  its  inmates  from 
much  internal  apprehensioD,  spread  an  air  of  languor 
tmd  dejection  over  the  countenance  of  the  younger^ 
which,  at  Bridn^north's  next  visit  to  tha  isle  of  Man, 
renewed  all  his  tertofs.fiar  his  daughtei's  constitii' 
tional  malady. 

Deborah  promised  faithfully  sba  abould  look  better 
the  next  morning,  and  she  kept  her  word.  She  had 
retained  in  her  possession  for  some  time  a  letter 
which  Julian  had.  by  some  private  conveyeiio&  sent 
te  her  chaige^  for  his  youthful  friend.  Deborah  had 
dtwaded  the  oonsequenoes  of  delivering  it  as  a  billets 
d»ax,  but.  as  in  the  6ase  of  the  daocei  she  thou^t 
tbereoould  be  no  harsb  in  administering  it  as  a  re- 
medy. 

It  had  complete  effect ;  and  next,  day  the  cheeks 
oi  the  maiden  nad  a  tinge  of  the  rosck  which  so  much 
dehffhted  her  father,  that,  as  he  mounted  his  horse, 
he  flung  his  purse  into  Deborah's  hand,  with  the 
desire  Btie'shooid  spare  nothing  that  could  make 
lierself  and  his  daughter  happy,  and  the  assuiance 
that  she  had  hie  full  oonfidenee. 

This  expression  of  liberality  end  trust  from  a  man 
of  Major  Bridgenorth'a  reserved  and  cautious  dis- 
position, gave  foU  plumage  to  Mistress  Deborah's 
riopes;  and  emboldened  her  not  only  to  deliver 
aiother  letter'of  JuUan's  to  the  young  lady,  but  to 
encourage  more  boldly  and  freely  than  formerly  the 
intercourse  o£  the  lovers  when  Peverii  returned  liom, 
abroad. 

At  k}ngth,  in  spite  of  alt  Julian's  precaution,  the 

ing  Earl  became  suspicious  of  his  frequent  sohiary 
.^.iihg  parties;  and  he  nimself,  now  better  aoiuaint- 
ed  with  the  world  than  formerly,  became  aware  that 
his  repeated  visttaand  aolitary  walks  with  a  person 
so  young  and  beautiful  as  Alice,  might  not  only 
betray  prematurely  the  eecret  of  his  atuchment,  but 
be  of  eseeoiial  prejudice  to  her  who  was  its  object. 

Under  the  influence  of  this  conviction,  he  abiatain- 
ed,  for  sn  unusual  pMriod,  from  viaiting  the  Black 
Fort.  But  when  he  next  indulged  himself  with 
spending  an  hour  in  the  plsoe  where  he  would  glad^ 
nave  abode  Ibr  ever,  tlie  altered  maiHier  of  Alice— 
the  tone  in  which  she  seemed  to  upbraid  his  neglect, 
penetrated  his  heart,  and  deprived  him  of  that  power 
of  edf-command,  which  he  had  hitherto  exercised  in 
their  inter\'iewB.  It  rsquired  but  a  few  energetic 
words  to  explain  to  Alioe  at  once  his  feelings,  and  to 
make  her  eeneible  of  the  real  aamre  of  her  own.  She 
wept  plentifully,  but  her  (ears  were  not  all  of  bitter- 
ness. She  sat  passively  still,  and  without  i^y, 
Mrhile  he  explained  to  her,  with  many  an  inteijection, 
the  circumstances  which  had  placed  discord  between 
their  famiiies;  for  hitherto,  all  that  she  had  known 
was,  that  Master  PeveviL  belonging  to  the  household 
of  the  great  Connlsss  or  Lady  of  Man,  mutt  observe 
some  precautions  in  visiting  a  relative  of  the  un- 
happy Colonel  Ghtistian.  But,  when  Julian  con- 
eltidra  hie  tale  with  the  warmest  protestations  of 
eternal  love,  **My  poor  father!"  ahe  buret  forth, 
**  end  was  this  to  be  the  end  of  all  thy  precautions  1-- 
This,  that  the  son  of  him  that  disgraced  and  banish- 
ed thee,  should  hold  such  lansuaeieto  youurdaughter  I" 

"  You  err,  Alice,  you  err,"  cned  Julian,  eageriy. 
*  That  I  hold  this  language—that  the  son  of  PevenI 
addresees  thus  the  daughter  of  your  father— that  he 
thus  kneels  to  you  for  forgiveness  of  injuries  which 
passed  when  we  were  both  infants,  shows  the  will 
of  Heaven,  that  in  our  affection  should  be  quenched 
*iui  discord  of  our  parents.    What  else  could  iMd 


who  paiftad  infiuita  on  the  hills  of  DvliyiiiNL 
to  meet  thus  m  the  valleys  of  Manl" 

Alice,  bowevor  new  such  a  scenes  and,  above  aJL 
her  own  emotioiMi  might  be,  was  hii^lycsdovw 


with  that  exqubite  dejSousy  which  is  uwraiai  is 


wrong^verv  wrongs  but  my  fault  was  doae  in  ipo> 
ranee  O  God !  my  poor  father,  who  needs  c""' 
•o  nueh— is  it  for  me  to  add  to  his  r  '  '  ' 


roui 
fishi 


BLtseJ"  she  added*  more  floniy ;  ''  if  yea  letaia  tkii 
unbeoomkig  poetura  any  longer,  I  will  loaw  tb 
room,  and  fOu  shall  naver  see  me  more,'* 

The  commaDdlng  tone  of  Alice  overawed  tht  in* 
petuosity  of  her  ioveri  who  took  in  silsace  a  mm 


removed  to  sbme  disMuace  fram  hers,  and  was. 
about  to  speaks  *' JnUan,"  ine  aakL  in  a  i 
tone,  "you  have  epoken  enoiigh,  and  laan 


s 


enough.  Would  you  had  left  me  in  the  {M« 
dieam  in  which  I  could  have  listened  to  yen  urtw! 
but  the  hour  of  wakening  is  arrived.''  Fevcnl  ni- 
ed  the  praescutwa  of  her  speeeb  as  a  erimiasl  aUi 
he  waits  his  doom  i  Sot  he  waa  suiRfcMQily  aaiii 
that  an.  answer,  delivered  not  certa^ly  wite 
emotion,  bnt  with  firmacea  and  rssoluijon.  awni 
to  be  interropted.  "  We  hava  dena  wmog,  tk  H' 
peated,  "vefy  wnang;  and  if  we  now  stpanteli 
ever,  the  pam  we  may  M  will  be  bnta-justMiir 
fbronrenor.  We  should  never  have  met.  mm 
we  ahou&d  part  «s  soon  as  poaaibla  Our  fiitff 
intercourse  cam  but  double-  our  pain. at  psr()«r 
Farewell,  Juhan  i  and  forget  we -aver  have  Maiiia 
other!" 

,  "FoigetTaaid  JuUaoi  "n«ver.  never.  T»m 
It  is  eaey  to  speak  iho  word— to  think  tht&aifkL 
To  me,  an  approach  to  either  can  onlybetoBtur 
destruction.  Why  should  you  douhl  that tktmd 
our  fathers,  like  so  manjof  whicl^  we  hanbnnl, 
might  be  oppeased-  by  our  friendahip  7  Tea  «R  toy 
only  (fiend,  I  am  the  only  one  vfoom  Beafca  hu 
assigned  to  you.  Why  should  we  aeparatefor  ut 
faijit  of  otherei  which  befell  when  we  «aa  m 
children  7" 

''You  epeak  in  veto,  Julian/'  said  Aliee{;i9iV 
you— perhape  I  pity  myself— indeed  1  sheiM  pj 
myself,  perbapa,  the  most  of  the  twos  for  yea  ml 
go  forth  to.  new  scenes  and  new  facets  and  will  mm 
fomt  met  but  I,  remaining,  in  thia  soliiadet  m« 
aball  /fomet— that,  however,  ienotnow  theiiuMtiii 
—I  can  bear  my  lot,  and  it  eommanda  as  lo  psrt 

I'Hear  me  yet  a  moment)"  aaid  Pewil;  "tks 
evil  ic  not,  cannot  be  remedueaa^  I  will  go  io  nf 
father,— I  will  use  the  interoeseion  of  my  metlicr,  m 
whom  he  can  refiise  nothing— I  will  asia  their  cob* 
sent— they  have  no  other  ehild— and  thqrnMHieea' 
sent,  or  lose  him  for  ever.  Say,  Alices  if  I.«^ 
to  you  with  my  parents'  conaent  to  roy  suit,  «* 
you  again  aay,  with  that  tone  so  touehiag  asd  » 
sad,  yet  so  incredibly  determined— Julian,  we  aail 
parti"  Alice  waa  Bilent  "CiuelgirlTwillyiNiBK 
even  deign  to  answer  mel"  said  her  le«er.  , 

"  We  anawer  not  thoae  whaspeak  in  their diesMi. 
said  Alioe.    *'  You  ask  me  what  1  weuM  do  ««• 
imi^aibilitiee  performed.    What  right  have.yesj^ 
sttcnai) 


once  more^  if  I  come  lo  you  in  the  name  of  W 
father— in  the  name  of  that  mother,  to  whon  fM 
partly  owe  your  life^.  what  would  you  mwwm  (• 
me?" 

"  I  would  refer  yon  to  my  own  lather."  said  ilw^ 
blushing,  and  caeiing  her  eyee  down  i  but  uisiawy 
raising  them  again,  she  repeated,  in  a  fimiersitf* 
sadder  tone,  "  Yes,  Julisn,  I  would  refer  yea  re  siy 
father ;  and  you  would  find  that  your  pilot,  HoM 
had  deceived  yon ;  and  thai  you  had  bm  eacsped  m 
quicksands  to  fall  upon  the  recks."  „^_ 

"I  would  th«t coSd be  tiMdr  asMUtliaii.  "Mr 


maxe  such  suppositions,  and  aak  t , — v-  . 

"  Hope,  Alice,  hope,'^  answered  Julian,  "ikeM 
support  of  the  wretched,  which  even  yen  fsMr 
would  not  be  cruel  enough  to  deprive  «•«•  " 
every  difficulty,  in  every  doubt,  in  every  dsM 
Hope  will  fi^ht  even  if  he  cannot  eononer.  Tell  ■• 
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thinks  I  coiAd  pcnuiM  ypar  Mier  that  in  otdinvy 
eyes  our  alliance  is  not  uDdesirabla  Mjr  family  have 
fortttiie,  rank,  long  deaeent— «U  that  lattisra  kiok  Ibr 
wkeo  they  bestow  %  dauabter's  hand." 

^'  All  tnia  would  avau  you  nothing,"  said  Alice. 
**The  apirit  of  my  liather  is  bent  upon  the  thinga  of 
another  world;  and  if  he  listened  to  hear  you  out,  it 
would  be  but  to  tell  you  that  he  apumedyoor  oiiera," 
"You  know  not'-yott  know  not,  Alices"  aud 
JuIiao»  "  Fire  caa  soften  iron-*-thy  father's  heart 
cannot  be  so  hard,  or  his  prejiidioss  ao  atrong,  but  I 
snaU  find  some  means  to  melt  him.  Forbid  me  not 
— O,  forbid  me  not  at  least  the  experiment !" 

•  can  but  advisa*'  aaid  Alice  i  "  I  can  forbid  you 
Bjthipg  t  for,  to  forbid,  impliea  power  to  conmiand 
obedience.  But  if  vou  wul  be  wise^  and  lisieB  to 
me^HersL  and  on  tnis  spot,  we  part  for  ewr  !'* 

'*  Not  so,  by  Heaven  I"  aaid  Julian,  whose  bold 
and  aaiuuine  temper  searoe  saw  difficulty  in  atuin- 
ing  auglit  which  he  desired.  "  We  now  part  indeed, 
but  it  IS  that  I  may  return  armed  with  my  parents* 
oonsent  They  desire  that  1  shouki  marry-4B  their 
!ast  letters  they  pressed  it  more  openly^they  shall 
bare  their  deaiie ;  and  such  a  bride  as  I  will  present 
to  them,  has  not  graced  their  hooae  ainoe  the  Con* 
aueroragav<)  it  origin*  FaieweU,  Alice  I  Farswell, 
iarm  brief  space!" 

She  replied,  "Famwell,  JuUaB!  FareweU  for 
ever!*' 

Julian,  within  a  we^  of  this  interview,  was  at 
Martindak}  Castle,  with  the  view  of  ooounonieating 
bis  puniose.  But  the  usk  which  seems  easy  at  a 
distance,  provea  aa  difficult  upon  a  nearer  approach. 
as  the  fondmg  of  a  river,  which  from  afer  appeared 
only  a  brook.  There  lacked  not  opportumtiea  of 
entering  upon  the  sublect;  for  in  the  mat  ride  which 
lie  took  with  bis  father,  the  Knight  resumed  the 
subject  of  hie  son's  marriago,  and  liberally  left  the 
lady  10  his  choice  i  but  under  the  strict  proviaoi  that 
ahe  was  of  a  loyal  and  an  honourable  family ;— if  aha 
bad  fortune,  it  was  good  and  well,  or  rathor,  it  waa 
better  than  well ;  but  if  she  wae  poor,  why,  '*  there  ia 
still  some  picking,"  said  Sir  OeoBrey,  "  on  the  bones 
of  the  old  estate;  and  Dame  Margaret  and  I  will  be 
content  with  the  lessi  that  you  young  folka  may 
have  your  share  of  it  I  am  turned  frugal  already, 
Julian.  You  see  what  a  northreounuy  shambling 
bit  of  a  galloway  nag  I  ride  upon— a  dinerent  beaat, 
I  wot,  from  mv  okl  Black  Hastings,  who  had  but 
one  fault,  and  that  was  his  wish  to  turn  down  Moul- 
traasi'-avenue." 

*'  Was  that  ao  mat  a  fauh  ?*'  aaid  Julias,  afiecting 
indinerenoe,  while  his  heart  waa  trembling;  aa  it 
aeemed  to  him,  almoet  in  his  very  throat. 

"  It  used  to  remiml  me  of  that  base,  dishonour- 
able Preebvterian  folk>w,  Bridgenorth,"  sakl  Sir 
G^Hrey:  ''and  I  would  aa  lief  think  of  a  toad:^ 
they  say  he  baa  tuiaed  Indc«endent,  to  accomplish 
the  full  degree  of  raacality.— I  tell  you,  Qill,  I  turned 
off  the  cow-boy,  for  gathering  nuu  in  his  wooda^I 
would  hang  a  dog  that  woula  ao  much  as  kill  a  hare 
there.— But  what  la  the  matter  with  you  1  You  look 
pale.*' 

Julian  made  some  indifierent  answer,  but  loo  weH 
understood,  from  the  laa^i^uoge  and  tone  which  his 
father  ummT,  that  his  prejudiees  agaioet  Alice's  father 
were  'both  deep  and  envenomed,  as  ihoae  yf  oountry 

Sntlenien  often  become^  who,  having  liitleto  do  or 
ink  o£  are  but  toe  apt  to  ivand  their  time  m  nor- 
amg  and  cberisbiag  peuy  causea  of  wrath  against 
their  next  neighbours.  .      ,  .       ,    , 

In  the  coarse  of  the  same  d«r,  he  mentioned  the 
Brtdi^enorths  to  bis  mother,  as  if  in  a  casual  manner. 
Bi-t  the  LadyPeveril  inaiantly  conjured  him  never 
to  mention  the*  name,  especially  in  hia  fother'a  pre- 

'*  Was  that  Major  Bridgenorth,  of  whom  I  have 
heard  the  name  mentioned,"  aaid  Julian,  "aovery 
bad  a  neighbour?"  « 

**I  do  not  say  so,"  said  Lady  Pcveril;  "nay,  wo 

were  moia  than  once  obliged  to  him,  in  the  former 

'  UDhoppy  times ;  but  your  father  and  he  took  some 

paana^es  so  ill  at  each  other's  handa,  that  the  least 

giluaion  to  him  diaturbs  Sir  (peofiiey*a  temper  in  a 


manner  quite  unusual,  and  which,  now  Aat  :iia 
health  is  somewhat  impaired,  ia  sometimes  alani  mg 
to  ihe.    For  Heaven's  sake,  then,  my  dear  Juban, 
avoid  upon  all  occaawna  the  slightest  allusion  to       * 
Moultraseia,  or  any  of  ita  inhabiunts." 

Thia  warning  waa  ao  aeriously  given,  that  Julian 
himaelf  aaw  that  mentioning  his  secret  purpose  wouUI 
be  the  sure  way  to  render  it  abortive,  and  therefoia 
he  returned  disconsolate  to  the  lale. 

Peferil  bad  the  boldness,  however,  to  make  the 
beat  he  oouid  of  what  had  happened,  by  requeattng 
an  interview  writh  Alices  in  order  to  inform  her  what 
had  passed  betwixt  his  parents  and  him  on  her 
account.  It  was  with  great  difflcalty  that  this  boon 
was  obtained:  and  Alice  Bridgenorth  showed  no 
slight  degree  of  displeasure,  when  she  discovered, 
after  much  circumiocutwn,  and  many  efibrta  to  give 
an  air  of  importaaoe  to  what  he  had  to  communicate, 
that  all  amounted  but  to  this,  that  Lady  Pevem 
continued  to  retain  a  favourable  opinion  of  her 
father,  Major  Bridgenorth,  which  Julian  would  fain 
have  repreaaated  as  an  omen  of  their  future  nsore 
perfoct  reconciliatton.  * 

*'  I  dki  not  think  you  would  thus  have  trifled  with 
me,  Maater  Peveril,"  aakl  Alice,  aaauming  an  air  of 
dignity;  "but  I  will  take  care  to  ^void  such  intru- 


sion fa  fotare— I  reqnesi  you  will  not  again  visit 
the  Black  Fort  {  and  1  entreat  of  you,  good  Bfiatreaa 
Debbiteh,  that  you  will  no  longer  eitlier  enooorags 


or  permit  this  gsntlenran's  visits,  aa  the  reault  of 
soen  persecution  will  he  to  eompel  me  to  appeal  to 
my  aunt  and  father  for  another  place  of  residence, 
andj)erhaps  also  for  another  and  mors  prudent  com- 
ppmon." 

Thia  last  hint  struck  Mistress  Deborah  with  ao 
much  terror,  that  ahe  joined  her  ward  in  requiring 
and  demanding  Julian's  instant  absence,  and  he 


waa  obliged  to  coniply  with  their  request.  Bat  the 
ooursge  of  a  youthful  lover  is  not  eaaily  subdued : 
and  Julian,  after  having  gone  through  the  naual 
round  of  trying  to  forget  his  ungrateful  miatreaa. 
and  again  entertaining  nia  passion  with  augmented 
violenqa,  ended  by  the  visit  to  the  Black  Fort,  the 
beginning  of  which  we  narrated  in  the  last  chapter. 

We  then  left  him  anxious  for.  yet  almost  fearful  of; 
an  interview  with  Alice,  which  he  had  prevailed  upon 
Debonh  to  solicit ;  and  such  was  the  tumult  of  his 
mind,  that  while  he  tra^eraed  the  parlour,  it  seemed 
tt>  him  that  the  dark  melancholy  eyee  of  (he  slaugh- 
tered Christian's  portrait  foUowed  htm  wlierever  lie 
went,  with  the  fixed,  chill,  and  oroinotts  glance, 
whicn  armouDced  to  the  enemy  of  his  race  miahap 
and  misfortune.  ... 

The  door  of  the  apartment  opened  at  length,  and 
theae  visions  were  dissipated. 


CHAPTER  Xin. 

HmfhnrnmXfhmrtMi   NetmncuimL 

Otwav. 

Wmbn  Alice  Bridgenordi  at  length  entered  tha 
parlour  where  her  anxious  lover  had  eo  long  expect- 
ed her,  it  waa  widi  a  alow  step,  and  a  compoaed 
manner.  Her  dress  was  arranged  with  an  accurate 
attention  to  form,  which  at  once  enhanced  the  ap- 
pearance of  ita  puritanic  aimplicitjr,  and  atruck  Julian 
aa  a  bad  omen ;  for  although  the  time  bestowed  upon 
the  toilet  may,  in  many  cases,  intimate  the  wisn  to 
appear  advantageoualy  at  such  an  interview,  yet  a 
ceremonious  anrangemcnt  of  ature  ia  very  much 
allied  with  formaUty,  and  a  nreoonoeiTed  determiaa- 
tion  to  treat  a  lover  with  cold  politeneas. 

The  ssd-coloursd  gown-^ihfc  pinched  and  plaited 
cap.  which  carefullv  obscured  the  profusion  of  long 
dark-browa  hair— the  email  ruff,  and  the  long  aleevea, 
would  have  appeared  to  great  diaiidvantage  on  a  ahaiM 
lessgraceliil  than  Alice  Bridgenorth' s;  but  an  exqui- 
site form,  though  not,  aa  yeC  aufficiently  rounfled  in 
the  outlinea  to  produce  the  perfection  of  fSHUaSo 
beauty,  waa  able  to  austSiin  and  give  grace  even  to 
thia  unbecoming  dress.  Her  countenance,  fair  and 
delicate,  with  eyes  of  haxel,  and  a  brow  of  alabaater 
had,  notwithstanding,  kss  regular  beautf  than  hit 
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foffm,  tnd  might  have  been  juitljr  iobjected  to  criti- 
citm.  There  wa&  however,  a  life  and  spirit  in  her 
gayety,  and  a  depth  of  sentiment  in  her  gravity,  which 
made  AUce,  in  conversation  with  the  very  £bw  per* 
arms  with  whom  she  associated,  so  fascinating  in  her 
manners  and  expression,  whether  of  language  or 
countenance— so  touching,  also,  in  her  simplicity 
and  purity  of  thought,  that  brighter  beauties  might 
have  been  overlooked  in  her  company.  It  was  no 
wonder,  therefore,  that  an  ardent  character  like  Julian, 
influenced  by  these  charms,  as  well  as  by  the  secrecy 
and  mystery  attending  his  intercourse  with  Alice, 
should  prefer  the  recluse  of  the  Black  Fort  to  all 
others  with  whon^  he  had  become  acquainted  in 
general  society. 
Hia  heart  beat  high  as  she  came  into  the  apart^ 


t  and  it  was  almost  without  an  attempt  to  speak 
trance. 


that  his  profound  obeiaance  acknowledged  her  en- 
ince. 
"This  is  a  mockery.  Master  Peveril,"  said  Alice, 


with  an  eflbrt  to  speak  firmly,  which  yet  was  dis- 
concerted by  a  aligntly  tremulous  inflection  of  voioe 
— "  a  mockery,  and  a  cruel  one.  You  come  to  thia 
lone  place,  inhabited  only  by  two  women,  too  simple 
to  command  your  absence— too  weak  to  enforce  it- 
yon  come  in  spite  of  my  earnest  request — to  the  neg- 
lect of  your  own  time— to  the  prejudice,  I  may  fear, 
oi  my  character— you  abuae  the  influence  you  possess 
over  tlie  simple  person  to  whom  I  am  intmstiBd— All 
this  you  do,  and  think  to  make  it  ui>  by  low  reveren- 
ces and  constrained  courteav  1  Is  this  honourable,  or 
is  it  fair  7— Is  it,"  she  added,  after  a  momeot'a  heat- 
taiion— "iaitkindl" 

The  tremulous  accent  fell  especially  on  the  laat 
wordahe  uttered,  and  it  was  spoken  in  a  low  tone  of 
gentle  reproach,  which  went  to  Julian'a  hearL 

"  lA"  said  he,  "  there  were  a  mode  by  which,  at  the 
peril  of  my  life,  Alice,  I  could  show  my  regara-^my 
respect-^y  devoted  tendemesa— the  danger  would 
be  dearer  to  me  than  ever  was  pleasure." 

*'Vou  have  aaid  auch  things  often,"  said  Alice, 
**  and  they  are  such  as  I  ought  not  to  hear,  and  do 
not  deaire  to  hear.  I  have  no  taaks  to  impose  on  you— 
no  enemies  to  be  destroyed— no  need  or  desire  of  pro- 
tection—no  wish.  Heaven  knows,  to  expose  you  to 
danger— It  is  your  visits  here  alone  to  which  danffer 
attachea.  You  have  but  to  rule  your  own  wilful 
temper— to  turn  your  thoughta  and  your  cares  else- 
where, and  I  can  have  nothing  to, aak— nothing  to 
wish  tor.  Use  votir  own  reasoih— consider  the  injury 
you  do  yourself— the  injustice  you  do  ua— and  let  me, 
once  more,  is  fair  terms,  entreat  yon  to  abaent  your* 
self  from  this  place— lill— till  ** 

She  paused,  and  Julian  eagerly v interrupted  her. 
— **Till  when,  Alice  7— till  when  ?— impose  on  me 
any  length  of  absence  which  your  severity  can  in- 
flict, short  of  a  final  separation— Say,  Begone  for 
yeara,  but  return  when  these  years  are  over;  and, 
alow  and  wearily  as  they  must  pass  away,  stiU  the 
thought,  that  they  must  at  length  have  their  period, 
will  enable  me  to  live  through  them.  Let  me,  then, 
ooiOure  thee,  Alices  to  name  a  data— to  fix  a  term— 
to  say  tiViiehenf* 

"  Till  you  can  bear  to  thmk  of  me  only  as  a  fnend 
and  aister."  .... 

"  That  is  a  aantence  of  eternal  banishment  in- 
deed !"  said  Julian ;  "  it  is  seeming,  no  doubt  to  fix 
•  term  of  exile,  but  attaching  it  to  an  impossible  con- 
dition." 

"And  why  impossible,  Julian  1"  aaid  Alice,  m  a 
tone  of  persuasion;  '*wera  we  not  happier  ere  you 
threw  the  mask  from  your  own  countenance,  and 
tore  the  veil  from  mv  foolish  eyes?  Did  we  not 
meet  with  joy,  spend  our  time  happily,  and  part 
eheerilyt  because  we  transgressed  no  duty,  and  in- 
curred no  self-reproach  1  Bring  back  that  state  of 
happy  ignorance,  and  you  sbalT  have  no  reason  to 
caU  me  unkincL  But  while  you  form  achemea  which 
I  know  to  be  viaionary,  and  use  language,  of  auch 
violence  and  passion,  you  shall  excuse  me  if  I  now 
and  onoe  for  all,  declare,  that  since  Deborah  sliows 
iMself  unfit  for  the  tnist  reposed  in  her,  and  must 
needs  expose  me  to  peraecutions  of  this  nature,  I  will 
wntc  to  my  father,  that  ha  may  fix  me  another  place 


of  residences  and  in  the  meanwhile  I  will  tike  did* 
ter  with  my  aunt  at  Kirk-Traagh." 

"  Hear  me.  unpitying  nrl,"  said  PeveriL  "hearnKV 
and  you  shall  see  how  devoted  I  am  to  ooedience,  in 
all  that  I  can  do  to  oblige  vou  I  You  aay  you  were 
happy  when  we  spoke  not  on  such  topic*— well<-tt 
all  expenae  of  my  own  auppreaaed  feelings,  thnt  hip* 
py  period  shall  return.  I  vHll  meet  yon— walk  with 
you— read  with  ybu— hut  only  as  a  brother  wooW 
with  his  sister,  or  a  friend  with  hia  fnend :  the 
thcaighta  I  may  nouriah,  be  they  of  hope  or  or  dei- 

riir,  my  tongue  shall  not  give  birth  to,  and  therefore 
cannot  offend ;  Deborah  shall  be  9ver  by  vour  ode, 
and  her  presence  shall  prevent  my  even  hinting  at 
what  might  displease  you— only  do  not  make  a  cnme 
to  me  of  those  thoughts  which  are  the  dearest  part  of 
my  existenoe;  for  believe  me  it  were  better  aod 
kinder  to  rob  me  of  exialenoe  itself." 

"  Thia  is  the  mere  ecatacy  of  pasaion,  iulian," 
anawered  Alice  Bridgenorth ;  **  that  which  is  on- 
pleaaant,  our  selfish  and  atubbom  will  represeBts 
aa  impossible.  I  have  no  confidence  in  the  plan  too 
propose— no  confklence  in  your  resolution,  and  k« 
than  none  in  the  protection  of  Deborah.  Till  yoa 
can  renounce,  honeatlyand  explicitly,  the  wishes  yoe 
have  lately  /expieased.  we  must  be  strangoni-ud 
could  you  renounce  them  even  at-  this  moment,  it 
were  better  that  we  should  part  for  a  long  time;  aod, 
for  Heaven's  sake,  let  it  be  aa  soon  as  poaeible- 
perhaps  it  ia  even  now  too  late  to  prevent  aomem- 
pleaaant  accident— 1  thought  I  heard  a  noise." 

'*It  was  Deborah,"  anawered  Julian.  ^'Be  M 
afraid,  Alice;  we  are  secur«)  against  surprise." 

"I  know  not"  said  Alice,  **what  you  mean  \if 
such  security— I  have  nothing  to  hide.  I  aondit  nM 
this  interview ;  on  the  oontrarjr,  averted  it  as  loo;  at 
I  could— and  am  now  most  desirous  to  break  ii  aK" 
**  And  wherefore,  Alice,  since  yon  say  it  man  be 
our  last)  Why  should  you  shake  the  saDdwhin 
is  passing  so  fasti  the  very  executioner  binria  not 
the  prayers  of  the  wretches  upon  the  scafToM.  And 
see  you  not— I  will  argue  as  coldly  aa  you  candcRre 
—see  you  not  that  you  are  breaking  your  own  word, 
and  recalling  the  hope  which  youraelfneld  out  to  m^ 
"  What  hope  have  I  suggested  7  What  won!  hate 
I  given,  Julian?"  answered  Alice.  "You  yootwl 
build  wild  hopes  in  the  air,  and  accuae  me  of  de- 
stroying what  had  never  any  earthly  foondatidn. 
Spare  youraelf,  Julian— spare  me— and  in  mercy  to 
us  both,  depart,  and  return  not  again  till  yoa  can  be 
more  reasonable." 

^* Reasonable 7"  replied  Julian;  ** it  is  yon,  Alice, 
who  will  deprive  me  altogether  of  reason.  Did  yrai  not 
say,  that  if  our  parents  could  be  brought  to  consent 
to  our  union,  you  would  no  longer  oppose  my  suit  f 
"  No— no— no,"  said  Alice,  eagerly,  and  blushing 
deeply^—"  I  did  not  say  so,  Julian— it  was  your  own 
wild  imagination  which  put  oonatnictbn  on  my 
silence  and  my  confusion." 

"  You  de  not  say  so,  then  T'  anawered  Julian ; 
^and  if  all  ether  obstacles  were  removed.  I  ahoaw 
find  one  in  the  cold  flinty  bosom  of  her,  who  re^P 
the  most  devoted  and  sincere  afTection  with  ««• 
tempt  and  dielike  ?^l8  that "  he  added,  in  a  d^ 
tone  of  feeling--'*  is  that  what  Alice  Bridgenorth 
aavs  to  Julian  Peveril  Y* 
.  ♦  Indeed— indeed,  Julian,*'  said  the  almost  weeping 
girl,  "I  do  not  say  so— I  ssy  nothing,  and  I  ougllt 
not  to  aav  any  thing  concerning  what  I  might  do,  in 
a  atate  of  thmgs  whieh  can  never  take  place.  Indeed. 
Julian,  you  ousht  not  thus  to  press  me.  Unprotected 
aa  I  am— wishing  ytni  well— very  well— why  fhould 
you  urge  me  to  say  or  do  what  would  lessen  me  is 
my  own  eyes?  to  own  affection  for  one  from  whom 
fate  has  separated  me  for  everl  It  lii  ungeneron«- 
,it  is  cruel— it  is  seeking  a  momentary  and  eelftsp 
.f^tificntion  to  youraelf,  at  the  expense  of  every  fed- 
mff  which  I  ought  to  entertain." 

^'  Vou  have  aaid  enough,  AIiq&"  said  Julian,  with 
sparkling  eyea ;  "  you  have  said  enoogh  in  d^ie* 
eating  my  urgency,  and  I  will  preas  you  no  farther. . 
But  you  overrate  the  impedimenta  which  lie  betwisl 
ua— they  must  and  shall  give  way." 
"  Sa  you  aaid  befoffo,"  anawered  Alices  **and  witt 
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what  probabOityf  par  own  account  may  ahow.  Tou 
dared  not  to  menuon  the  subject  to  your  own  father 
—how  should  you  venture  to  mention  it  to  minel** 

"That  I  wiU  soon  enable  you  to  decide  upon. 
Major  Bridgenorth,  by  my  mother's  account  is  a 
worthy  and  an  estimable  maA.  I  will  remind  him, 
that  to  my  mother's  care  he  owes  the  dearest  trea- 
sure and  comfort  of  his  life;  and  I  will  ask  him  if  it 
is  a  just  retribution  to  make  that  mother  childless. 
Let  me  but  know  where  to  find  him,  Alice,  and  you 
shall  soon  hear  if  I  hare  feared  to  plead  my  cause 
with  him." 

"Alas!"  answered  Alice,  "you  weil  know  my 
uncertainty  as  to  my  dear  fathers  residence.  How 
often  has  it  been  my  earnest  request  to  him  that  he 
would  let  me  share  his  solitary  abode,  or  his  ob- 
scnre  wanderings!  But  the  short  and  infrequent 
Tisita  which  he  makes  to  this  house  are  all  that  he 
permift  me  of  his  society.  Something  I  might  sure- 
ly do,  however  little,  to  alleviate  the  melancholy  by 
which  he  is  oppressed." 

"Something  we  might  both  dc^"  said  Peveril. 
*  How  willingly  would  I  aid  you  m  so  pleasing  a 
task  !  All  old  griefs  should  he  forgotten— all  old 
fHendships  revived.  My  father's  prejudices  are  those 
of  8Q  Englishman— strong,  indeed,  but  not  insur- 
mountable by  reason.  Tell  me,  then,  where  Major 
Bridgenorth  is,  and  leave  the  rest  to  me ;  or  let  me 
bat  Know  by  what  address  your  letters  reach  him. 
and  I  will  forthwith  essay  to  discover  his  dwellinjs." 

**Do  not  attempt  it,  l  charge  you."  said  Alice. 
"  He  is  already  a  man  of  sorrows;  and  what  would 
he  think  were  I  capable  of  entertaining  a  suit  so 
likely  to  add  to  th&m  1  Besides,  I  could  not  tell  you, 
if  I  would,  where  he  is  now  to  be  found.  My  letters 
leach  him  from  time  to  time,  by  means  of  my  aunt 
Christian ;  but  of  his  address  I  am  entirely  ignorant." 

"Then,  by  Heaven,"  answered  Julian^  "I  will 
watch  his  arrival  in  this  island,  and  in  this  house : 
and  ere  he  has  locked  thee  in  his  arms,  he  shall 
answer  to  me  on  the  subject  of  my  suit." 

"  Then  demand  that  answer  now"— said  a  voice 
fh>m  without  the  door,  which  was  at  the  saiiie  time 
slowly  opened— "  Demand  that  answer  now,  for 
here  stands  Ralph  Bridgenorth." 

As  be  spoke,  he  entered  the  apartment  with  his 
usual  slow  and  sed^ts  step-^raiscd  his  fi&ppM  and 
dteeple-crowned  hat  from  his  brows,  and,  standing 
in  the  midst  of  the  roora^  eyed  alternately  his  daugh- 
ter and  Julian  Peveril  with  a  fixed  and  penetrating 
glance. 

"Father!"  said  Alice,  utterly  astonished,  and  ter- 
rified besides,  bv  his  sudden  appearance  at  such  a 
conjuncture,— "Father,  1  am  not  ro  blame." 

"Of  that  anon,  Alice,"  said  Bridgenorth ;  "mean- 
time retire  to  your  apartment— I  have  that  to  say  to 
this  youth  which  will  not  endure  your  presence. 

"  indeed— indeed,  father,"  said  Alice,  alarmed  at 
what  she  supposed  these  words  indicated,  "  Julian  is 
as  little  to  be  blamed  as  I !  It  was  chanca  it  was 
fortune  which  caused  our  meeting  together.''  Then 
floddeniy  rushing  forward,  she  threw  her  arms 
aitnind  her  father,  saying,  **  O  do  him  no  injury— he 
meant  me  no  wrong !  Father,  you  were  wont  to  be 
a  nnan  of  reason  and  of  religious  peace." 

"And  wherefore  should  Inot  be  so  now,  Alice?" 
said  Bridgenorth,  raising  his  daughter  from  the 
grotuid,  on  which  she  had  almost  sunk  ih  the  ear- 
nestness of  her  supplication.  "Dost  tboa  know 
aiififht,  jnaiden,  which  should  inflame  my  anger 
ai^inst  this^oung  man,  more  than  reason  or  reli- 
gion may  bridle?  Go— go  to  thy  chamber.  Com- 
pose thine  own  passions— learn  to  rule  these— and 
teave  it  to  me  to  deal  with  this  stubborn  young 
man." 

Alice  arose,  and  with  her  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground, 
retired  slowly  from  the  apartment.  Julian  followed 
her  steps  with  his  eyes  till  the  last  wave  of  her  gar- 
ment was  visible  at  the  dosing  door;  then  turned 
his  looks  to  Major  Bridgenorth,  and  then  sunk  them 
on  the  ground..  The  Major  continued  to  regard  him 
in  profound  silence;  his  looks  were  melancholy  and 
even  austere;  but  there  was  nothing  which  indicated 
either  agitation  or  keen  resentment    He  motioned 


to  Julian  to  take  a  seat,  and  assumed  one  himJMll. 
After  which,  he  opened  the  conversation  in  the  fd 
lowing  manner  .— 

"You  seemed  but  now,  young  gentleman,  anxiotif 
to  leam  where  I  was  to  he  found.  Such  i  at  least 
conjecmred,  from  the  few  expressions  which  I 
chanced  to  overhear;  for  I  made  bold,  though  it  may 
be  contrary  to  the  code  of  modem  courtesy,  to  listen 
a  moment  or  two,  in  order  to  gather  upon  what  sub- 
ject so  young  a  man  as  you  entertained  so  young  a 
woman  as^Alice,  in  a  private  interview." 

"  I  trust,  sir,"  said  Julian,  rallying  spirits  in  what 
he  felt  to  be  a  case  of  extremity,  ^you  have  heard 
nothing  on  my  part  which  has  given  offence  to  a 
gentleman,  whom,  though  unknown,  I  am  bound  to 
refl)ect  so  highly.'' 

"On  the  contrary,"  said  Bridgenorth.  vrith  t^s 
same  formal  gravity, "  I  am  pleased  to  find  that  yout 
business  is,  or  appears  to  b^  with  me,  rather  oian 
with  my  daughter.  I  only  think  you  had  done  better 
to  have  intrusted  it  to  me  in  the  nrst  instance^  as  my 
sole  concern," 

The  utmost  sharpness  of  attention  which  Julian 
applied,  could  not  discover  if  Bridgenorth  spoke 
seriously  or  ironically  to  the  above  purpose.  He  was. 
however,  quick- witteid  beyond  his  experience,  ana 
was  internally  determined  to  endeavour  to  discover 
something  of  the  character  and  the  temper  of  him 
with  whom  he  spoke.  For  that  purpose,  regulating 
his  reply  in  the  same  tone  with  Bridgenorth' s  ob- 
servation, he  said,  that  not  having  the  advantage  to 
know  his  place  of  residence,  he  Had  applied  for  in- 
formation to  his  daughter. 

"Who  is  now  known  to  you  for  the  first  timet* 
said  Bridgenorth.    "  Am  I  so  to  understand  you  f 

"By  no  means,"  answered  Julian,  k)oking  downi 
"I  have  been  known  to  your  daughter  for  many 

Sears ;  and  what  I  wished  to  say,  respects  both  her 
appiness  and  my  own." 

"i  must  uftderstand  you,"  said  Bridgenorth,  "even 
as  carnal  men  understand  each  other  on  the  matters 
of  this  world.  You  are  attached  to  my  daughter  by 
the  cords  of  love ;  I  have  long  known  this.**^ 

"  You,  Master  Bridgenorth  T'  exclaimed  Peveril— 
"  You  have  long  known  it?" 

"  Yes,  young  man.  Think  you.  that  as  the  father 
of  an  only  child,  J.  could  have  suffered  Alice  Bridge- 
north— the  only  hving  pledge  of  her  who  is  now  an 
aneel  in  Heaven— to  nave  remained  in  this  seclusionf 
without  the  surest  knowledge  of  all  her  material 
actions  ?  I  have,  in  person,  seen  more,  both  of  her 
and  of  you,  than  you  could  oe  aware  or;  and  when 
absent  m  the  body,  I  had  the  means  of  maintaining 
the  same  superintendence.  Young  man,  they  say  that 
such  love  as  you  entertain  for  my  daughter  teaches  ^ 
much  subtil ty ;  but  believe  not  tnat  it  caii  overreach 
the  afiection  which  a  widowed  father  beara  to  an 
only  child." 

"If,"  said  Julian,  his  heart  beating  thick  and  joy* 
iblly,  "  if  you  have  known  this  intercourse  so  lonft 
may  I  not  hope  that  it  has  not  met  your  disapproba- 
tion?" 

The  Major  paused  fbr  an  instant,  and  then  answer- 
ed, "  In  some  respects,  certainly  not.  Had  it  dons 
so— had  there  seemed  soght  on  your. side,  or  on  my 
daughter's,  to  have  rendersd  your  visits  here  danger* 
ous  to  her,  4»r  displeasing  to  me,  she  had  not  been 
long  the  inhabitant  of  this  solitude,  or  of  this  island. 
But  be  not  so  hasty  as  to  presumes  that  all  which  yon 
may  desire  in  this  matter  can  beeither  easily  or  speedi- 
ly accomplished." 

"  I  foresee,  indeed,  diflleulties,"  answered  Jdianj 
"  but  with  your  kind  acquiescence,  they  are  such  as  I 
trust  to  remove.  My  father  is  generous— mv  mother 
is  candid  and  liberal.  They  loved  you  once;  I  trust 
they  Mrill  love  you  again.  I  will  be  the  mediator  be- 
twixt you— peace  and  harmony  shall  once  more  in- 
habit our  neighbourhood,  and" 

Bridgenorth  intemit)teid  him  With  a  grim  smUt^ 
for  such  it  seemed,  as  it  passed  over  a  race  of  deon 
melancholy.  "My  daughter  well  said,  but  a  shon 
while  past,  that  you  were  a  dreamer  of  dreams— an 
architect  of  plans  and  hopes  fantastic  as  the  vision 
of  the  night  It  is  a  great  thing  you  ask  of  me  i^ti 
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haad  of  my.  oalj  duld— the  mn  cf  my  worldly  sub* 
Mance,  though  that !«  hot  dross  in  comparison.^  You 


i  the  key  of  the  only  fountain  from  which  I  may 
wet  hope  to  drinli  one  pleasant  draught ;  ym  ask  to 
fte  the  sole  and  absolute  ' 


;  hope  to  drink  one  pleasant „... ,  , 

'b  and  absolute  keeper  of  my  earthly  happi- 

J  what  have  you  offered,  or  what  have  you 

to  offer,  in  return  of  the  soirender  you  reouire  of  meT' 

'*  I  am  but  too  sensible^**  said  Peveril,  abashed  at 
his  own  hastjr  condusions,  "  how  difficult  it  may  be.*' 
^  Nay,  but  interrupt  me  not,*'  replied  Bridoenorth, 
"  tin  I  show  you  the  amount  of  what  you-  otter  me  in 
•nbange  for  a  boon,  which,  whatever  may  be  its  in- 
trinsie  value,  is  earnestly  desired  by  you.  and  com- 
prehends all  that  is  valuable  on  earth  which  I  have 
ttin  mv  power  to  bestow.— You  may  have  heard,  that 
in  the  late  times  I  was  the  antagonist  of  your  fathers 
pniiciples  and  his  profiuie  Action,  but  not  the  enemy 
9r  nia  person." 

**Ihave  ever  heaxd,"  replied  Julian,  "much  the 
tentrary :  and  it  was  but  now  that  I  reminded  you 
that  you  had  been  bis  friend." 

**  Ay.  When  he  was  in  affliction  and  I  m  piosperi- 
t|,  I  waa  neither  vnwilling,  nor  altogether  unable,  to 
4m»w  niyself  such.  Well,  the  tables  are  turned— the 
tiipes  are  changed.  A  peaceful  and  unoffending  man 
mli(ht  have  expected  uom  a  neighbour,  now  power- 
ibi  m  his  turn,  such  protection,  when  walkixig  in  the 
paths  of  the  law,  as  all  men,  subjects  of  the  same 
Bsalm,  have  a  right  to  expect  even  from  perbct  strao* 
gn.  What  chaiwesi  I  pursue,  with  the  warrant 
tm  the  Kins  and  law,  a  murderess,  bearing  on  her 
hand  the  blood  of  my  near  oonnexion,  and  I  had,  in 
■uch  a  case,  a  right  to  call  on  e?ery  liege  subject  to 
Mmder  asststanee  to  the  execution.  Uy  late  friendly 
nsighbour,  bound,  as  a  man  and  a  magistrate^  to 
give  ready  assistance  to  a  legal  aotion— bound,  as  a 
2ratefiil  and  obliged  friend,  to  respect  my  righu  and 
my  person— thrusts  himself  betwixt  me— me,  the 
avenger  of  Mood— and  my  lawful  captive :  beata  roe 
to  the  earth,  at  once  eniiangering  my  'lile^  and,  in 
nisre  human  eyes,  sullying  mme  honour;  and, under 
IMS  protection,  the  Midiauitish  woman  reachea,  like 
a  sea-eai^e,  the  nest  which  she  hath  made  in  the 
wavo-sunounded  rocka,  and  remains  there  till  gold, 
duly  administered  at  Court,  wipes  out  all  memory  of 
her  crim&  and  bafflea  the  vengeance  due  to  the  me- 
mory of  the  bMt  and  bravest  oimen.— Bat,"  he  added, 


;  the  portrait  of  Christian^  '*  thou  art 
Qot  yet  forgotten,  my  fair-haired  William  I    ^ 


Thei 


feanoe  which  dogs  thy  murderers  is  slow,— bat  it  is 

inbiere  was  a  pause  of  some  moments,  which  Julian 
Peyeril,  willing  to  hear  to  what  conclusion  Migor 
Bridgenorth  was  finally  to  arrive,  dkl  not  care  to 
interrupt  Accordingly,  in  a  few  minutes,  the  latter 
proceeded.-"  These  things,"  he  said,  **I  recall  not 
m  bittemesa,  so  far  as  they  are  personal  to  me— I  re- 
call them  not  in  spite  of  heart,  though  they  have  bean 
the  means  of  baniahing  me  from  my  place  of  nsi- 
dence,  where,  my  fathere  dwelt,  and  where  my  earthly 
oomibrta  lie  mterrsd.  But  thepublic  cause  sets  fartho: 
strife  betwixt  your  father  and  me.  Who  so  sctive  as 
he  to  execute  thefatal  e(Uctof  black  St  Bartholomew's 
day,  when  so  many  hundreda  of  gospel-preaoheta 
were  expelled  from  house  and  homo— from  hearth 
And  altai^fiom  church  and  parish,  to  mske  room  for 
bally-gods  and  thievea?  Who,  when  a  devoted  few  of 
the  Lord's  people  were  united  to  lift  the  fallen  aUnd- 
«d.  and  once  more  advance  the  good  cause,  wss  the 
readiest  to  break  their  purpose— to  search  for,  perse- 
ottte,  and  apprehend  them  7  Whose  breath  did  I  feel 
warm  on  my  neck— whose  naked  sword  was  thrast 
Within  a  foot  of  my  body,  whilst  I  lurked  dsikliim 
ttke  a  thief  in  oonfiealment,  in  the  house  of  my  fa- 
fliersV-It  was  Geoffrey  Peveril's— it  wss  your  fa« 
Iber's !— What  can  you  answer  to  all  this,  or  now  can 
you  reconcile  it  with  your  present  wishes  T 

JuliaUt  in  reply,  could  only  remark,  "That  these 
uduriee  had  been  of  long  standing— that  they  had 
been  done  *n  heat  of  times,  and  heat  of  temper,  and 
thfu  ISasier  Bridgenorth,  in  Christisn  kindness, 
should  not  entertain  a  keen  resentment  of  them, 
when  a  door  was  open  for  reconciliation." 
'* Peace,  young  man,"  said  Bridgenorth,  "thou 


speakest  of  thou  knoweat  not  what  Tofingiieov 
human  wrongs  is  Christian-like  and  commeodi^; 
but  we  have  no  commission  to  forgive  those  wU^ 
have  been  done  to  the  cause  of  religion  and  of  liWrty } 


we  have  no  right  to  grant  immunity,  or  to  bmis 
hands  with  those,  who  have  poured  forth  the  blood 
of  our  brethren."    He  looked  at  the  picture  of  Chni> 


tian^  and  was  silent  for  a  few  minutes,  ss  if  he  feand 
to  give  too  violent  way  to  his  own  impetuosity,  aad 
resumed  the  discourse  m  a  milder  tone. 

'*  These  things  I  point  out  to  you,  Julian,  tut  I 
may  show  you  how  impossible,  in  the  eyes  of  a  menly 
worldly  man,  would  be  the  anion  which  you  sre  de- 
airous  of.  But  Heaven  hath  at  times  opened  a  dosi^ 
where  man  beholds  no  means  of  issue.  Julian,  yosr 
mother,  for  one  to  whom  the  truth  is  unknown,  ii. 
after  the  fashion  of  the  world,  one  of  the  best,  lad 
one  of  the  wisest  of  women;  and  Providence,  which 
gave  her  so  fair  a  form,  and  tenanted  that  forsn  with 
a  mind  as  pure  ss  the  original  frailty  of  our  viU  US' 
ture  will  permit,  means  not,  I  trust,  thst  she  shall  oa^ 
tinue  to  the  end  to  be  a  vessel  of  vn^th  and  perdi- 
tion. Of  your  fiither  I  say  nothing— he  ia  what  thi 
times  and  example  of  othera,  and  theconnaeliofhii 
lordly  priest,  have  made  him ;  and  of  him,  oaoemorf^ 
I  say  nothiog,  aave  that  I  have  power  overkim» 
which  ere  now  he  might  have  fielt,  but  that  there  ii 
one  within  his  chambers,  who  might  have  woSati 
in  his  suflering.  Nor  do  I  wish  to  root  up  your  aa- 
eient  family.  If  I  prise  not  your  boast  of  frinuV  ^ 
noure  and  pedigree,  I  would  not  willingly  deftrof 
them ;  more  than  I  would  pull  down  a  \ 


tower,  or  hew  to  the  ground  an  ancient  oak,  mw 
for  the  straightiening  oi  the  comnoon  path,  m  thi 
advantage  of  the  public  I  hav|k  th^efoie,  no  tp- 
sentment  against  the  humbled  House  of  Pevmi* 


"1 
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I  have  regard  to  it  in  its  depression." 
^  \  here  made  a  second  pause,  as  if  he  ezpeon 
.  _ian  to  say  something.  But  notwithstaodiK  ^ 
ardour  with  which  the  young  man  had  pRMQ.ha 
suit,  he  was  too  much  trained  in  ideas  of  the  aa> 
portance  of  his  family,  and  in  the  better  habii « 
respect  for  his  parents,  to.hear,  without  divlnnn^ 
somepart  of  Bridgenorth*s  discourse. 

"The  House  oTPeveril,"  he  replied,  "wasBsw 
humbl^" 

^'Hadyon  said  the  sons  of  ihat  House  had  nenv 
been  humbUt*'  answered  Bridgenorth,  "  you  woud 
have  come  nearer  the  truth.— Are  you  not  bumUcdl 
Live  you  not  here,  the  lackey  of  a  haugh^  woida 
the play-oompanion  of  an  empty  youth?  li  yoaletri 
this  Isle,  and  go  to  the  Court  of  England,  see  what 
regard  will  there  be  paid  to  the  old  pedigree  that  d^ 
duces  your  descent  from  kings  and  conquerors^ 
scuiril  or  obscene  jest,  an  impudent  carriage,  a  ismi 
cloak,  a  handful  or  goldL  and  the  readiness  U)  wasir 
it  on  a  card,  or  a  die,  will  better  advance  you  si  tat 
Court  of  Charles,  than  your  father's  anaeut  atme, 
and  alaviah  devotion  of  blood  and  fbrnue  to  the 
cause  of  kU  father." 

"  That  ijL  indeed,  but  too  probable,"  said  Petmi 
**  bat  the  Court  ahall  be  no  element  of  mine.  I  w 
life  like  my  fathers,  among  my  people,  caie  for  that 
comforts,  decide  their  differences" ^^ 

"  Build  Maypoles,  and  dance  around  thenoi  •» 
Bridgenorth.  with  another  of  those jgrim  smdas  whia 
passed  over  his  features  like  the  light  of  a  m^uwj 
torch,  as  it  glares  and  ia  reflected  by  the  ^nopwoj 
the  church,  when  he  oomea  from  lockii^g  >J9|!^ 
vault  "  No,  Julian,  these  are  not  times  in  which,  vi 
the  dreanyng  drudgery  of  a  country  magistrate  aoa 
the  petty  cares  of  a  country  propnetor,  a  vM  ^ 
wfTVQ  hia  unhappy  country.  There  are  mi9"7v*' 
signs  afloat,  and  men  are  called  to  make  their  choirf 
betwixt  God  and  Baal.  The  ancient  supersntioBY 
the  abomination  of  our  fathers— is  raisiag  its  bm 
and  flinging  abroad  ita  snares,  under  the  pn>tecoaB 
of  the  princes  of  the  earths  but  ahe  raisaa  J^Jf 
bead  unmarked  or  unwatcheds  the  true  KOK"" 
hearta  are  as  thousanda.  which  vrait  hot  a  ■iB>"Jr 
arise  as  one  man,  and  ahow  the  kings  of  the  •«*" 
that  they  have  combined  in  vainl  We  will  »J 
their  cords  from  uo-*the  cup  of  their  abomiaauoai 
we  will  not  taste." 


tRAP.  S3V. 

"Tou  Bpeak  m  darknef^  Hatter  Bridgenorth," 
•aid  PevenL  "  JBCnowing  ao  much  of  me,  you  may, 
perhaps,  alao  be  aware,  that  I  at  least  have  seen  too 
.auch  01  the  delusions  of  Rom&  to  desire  that  they 
ibottid  be  propagated  at  home.''^ 

"  Else,  wherefore  do  I  speak  to  thee  friendly  and  so 
freel*'  said  Bridgenorth.  "Do  I  not  know,  with 
what  readiness  of  early  wit  you  baffled  the  wily  at- 
tempts of  the  woman's  priest,  to  seduce  thee  from  the 
Protesunt  faith  1  Do  I  not  know,  how  thou  was  b^et 
when  abroad,  and  that  thou  didst  both  hold  thine  own 
faith  and  secure  the  wavering  belief  of  thy  friend? 
Said  I  not,  this  was  done  like  the  son  of  Margaret 
Peveril  1  Said  I  not,  he  holdeth,  as  yet,  but  the  dead 
letter— but  the  seed  which  is  sown  snail  one  day 
^irout  and  quicken  7~Ei)oogh,  however,  of  this.  For 
•o-day  thia  ia  thy  habitation.  I  will  see  in  thee 
neither  the  servant  of  that  daughter  of  Esfabaal,  nor 
the  son  of  him  who  pursued  my  life,  and  btemiahed 
mylionoura:  but  thou  shalt  be  to  me,  for  this  day,  as 
the  child  of  her  ii[ithout  whom  my  houae  had  been 
extinct." 

So  saying,  he  stretched  out  his  thin,  bony  hand, 
and  graivea  that  of  Julian  Peveril;  but  there  was 
auch  a  look  of  moprning  in  his  welcomcL  that  what- 
arer  delight  the  youth  anticipated,  ipending  so  long 
a  time  in  the  neifthbourhood  of  Alice  Bridgenorth, 
perhaps  in  her  socie.^^  or  however  strongly  he  felt  the 
prudence  of  conciliating  her  father's  good-will,  he 
eottld  not  help  Cseling  aa  if  bia  heart  waa  chilled  in 
lua  company. 


CHAPTER  XIT. 

Thii  day  mt  kMt  b  IhaQdiUpV-flo  tbe  morrow 
Let  atrift  ooaw  an  alw  will 

OTWAir. 

DiBORAH  DaBBiTCR,  summoncd  by  her  maater, 
now  made  her  appearance,  with  her  handkerchief  at 
her  eyea,  and  an  appearance  of  great  mental  trouble. 
**It  waa  not  my  fault,  Mi^or  Bridgenorth,"  ahe  said : 
**  how  could  I  help  if)  like  will  to  uke— the  boy  would 
eome— the  airl  would  see  him." 

^  Peace,  foolish  woman,"  said  Bridgenorth,  **and 
hear  what  I  have  got  to  aay." 

"I  know  what  your  honour  haa  to  say  well 
enough,"  aaid  Deborah.  "  Service,  I  wot,  is  no  in- 
heritance now-a-daya—aome  are  wiser  than  other 
aonae— If  I  had  not  Seen  wheedled  away  from  Mar- 
tindale,  I  might  have  had  a  house  of  mine  own  by 
thia  time." 

**  Peace,  idiot  I*'  aaid  Bridgenorth;  but  so  intent 
waa  Deborah  on  her  vindication,  that  he  could  but 
thrust  the  interjection,  aa  it  were  edgewise,  between 
her  exclamations,  which  followed  aa  thick  as  is  uaual 
in  cases  where  folk  endeavour  to  avert  deserved  cen- 
aure  bv  a  elamoroua  juatification  ere  the  diarge  he 
brought. 

"No  wonder  ahe  was  cheated,"  she  said,  "out  of 
aight  of  her  own  *intereat,  when  it  waa  to  wait  on 
pretty  Mias  Alice.  All  your  honour's  gold  should 
never  have  tempted  me,  but  that  I  knew  she  waa  but 
a  dead  castawav,  poor  innocent,  if  ahe  were  taken 
awav  from  my  lady  or  me.— And  ao  thia  is  the  end 
on't  I—up  early,  and  down  late— and  this  ia  all  my 
thanka  I—But  your  honour  had  better  take  care  what 
you  d'j— she  haa  the  short  cough  yet  sometimee— and 
ahould  take  physic  spring  and  fall." 

"Peaee,  chattering  fooll"  said  her  master,  so  soon 
•a  her  failing  breath  gave  him  an  opportunity  to 
airiko  in,  "  thmkeat  thou  I  knew  not  of  this  young 

Etleman's  visits  to  the  Black  Fort,  and  that,  if 
r  had  displeased  me,  I  wouM  not  have  known 
f  to  atop  them  7" 
"  Did  I  know  that  ypiar  honour  knew  of  hiB  visits !" 
exclaimed  Deborah,  in  a  triumphant  tone,— for  like 
moat  of  her  condition,  ahe  never  sought  farther  for 
her  defence  than  a  lie,  however  inconsistent  and  im- 
probable—*' Did  I  know  that  your  honour  knew  of 
It  1- Why,  how  should  I  have  permitted  hia  visits 
c*.SB?— 1  wonder  what  your  honour  rakes  me  fori 
Hnd  I  not  been  aure  it  was  the  thing  in  this  world 
that  your  honour  most  desired,  wotud  I  have  pre- 

V0L.IV.  • 
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sumed  to  lend  it  a  hand  forward?  I  trust  I  know  ntf 
duty  better.  Hear  if  I  ever  asked  another  youngster 
into  the  house,  save  himself— for  I. knew  your  honov 
was  wise,  and  quarrels  cannot  laat  for  ever,  and  lova 
begins  where  hatred  ends ;  and,  to  be  sure,  they  h>ok 
as  if  they  were  bom  one  for  the  other— and  then,  the 
estates  of  Houltrassie  and  Martindalo  suit  each  other 
like  sheath  and  knife." 

"Parrot  of  a  woman,  hold  your  tongue  I"  aaid 
Bridgenorth,  his  patience  almost  completely  ex- 
hausted j  *'  or,  if  you  will  prate,  let  it  be  to  your  plajf 
fellows  in  the  kitchen,  and  bid  them  get  ready  i^oOrii 
dinner  presently,  for  Master  Peveril  is  far  from  home.*' 

"  That  I  will  and  with  all  my  heart,"  said  Debo- 
rah ;  "  and  if  there  are  a  pair  of  fatter  fowls  in  Mali 
than  ahall  clap  their  wings  on  the  table  presentli: 
your  honour  shall  call  me  gooae  as  well  as  parrot.^ 
She  then  left  the  apartment. 

"It  is  to  such  a  woman  aa  that,"  said  Bridgenortk 
looking  after  her  significantly,  *'  that  you  conceived 
me  to  have  abandoned  the  charge  of  my  only  child^l 
But  enough  of  this  subject— we  will  walk  abroad,  if 
you  will,  while  ahe  ia  engaged  in  a  province  fitter  ur 
her  underatanding." 

So  aayins,  he  left  the  house,  accompanied  by  JoUtli 
PeveriL  and  they  were  soon  walking  aide  by  aide»  as 
if  they  had  been  old  aoquainUnces. 

It  may  have  hanpened  to  many  of  our  readers,  aa  h 
haa  done  to  ouraeJves.  to  he  thrown  by  accident  into 
aociety  with  some  individual  whose  claima  to  what 
is  called  a  atrunu  character  stand  considerabnr 
higher  than  our  own,  and  with  whom,  therefore^  wa 
have  conceived  ourselves  likely  to  spend  our  time  una 
very  stiff  and  constrained  manner;  whilei  on  tha 
other  hand,  our  destined  companion  may  have  ap- 
prehended some  disgust  at  the  aupposed  levity  and 
thoughtlesa  gayety  of  a  disposition  ao  diflerent  from 
his  own.  Now  it  has  frequendy  happened,  that 
when  we,  with  that  urbanity  and  good-humour  which 
ia  our  principal  characteristic,  have  accommodated 
ourself  to  our  companion,  by  throwing  as  mudi 
seriousness  into  our  conversation  as  our  habita  will 
admit,  he.  on  the  other  hand,  moved  by  our  liber^ 
example,  hath  diveated  hia  mannera  of  a  part  of  their 
auaterity :  and  our  converaation  haa,  in  conaequenciu 
been  of  that  pleaaant  texture,  betwixt  the  uaeful  and 
agreeable,  which  beat  resembles  "the  fairy, web  of 
night  and  day,"  usually  called  in  prose  the  twilight  It 
is  probable  both  parties  may,  on  such  occaaiona,  have 
been  the  better  for  their  encounter,  even  if  it  went  no 
farther  than  to  establish  for  the  time  a  conununity  of 
feeling  between  men,  who,  separated  more  perhana 
by  temper  than  by  principle,  are  too  apt  to  charge  each 
other  with  profane  frivolity  on  the  one  hand7  or  hr 
naticiam  on  the  other.  ,  . 

It  fared  thua  in  Peveril*a  walk  with  Bridgenorth, 
and  in  the  converaation  which  he  held  with  him. 

Carefully  avoiding  the  subject  on  which  he  had 
already  spoken.  Major  Bridgenorth  turned  hia  eoa- 
versaUon  chiefly  on  foreign  travel,  and  on  the  won- 
ders he  had  seen  in  distant  countries,  and  which  ha 
appeared  to  have  marked  with  a  cunqua  and  ob- 
aervanteye.  This  discourse  made  the  time  fly  light 
away;  for  although  the  anecdotes  and  obaervatioaa 
thua  oommunicatod,  were  all  tinged  with  the  aenooa 
and  almoat  gloomy  spirit  of  the  narrator,  they  ytt 
contained  traits  of  interest  and  of  wonder,  auch  aa 
are  usually  captivating  to  a  youthful  ear,  and  were 
particularly  ao  to  Julian,,  who  had  in  his  diaponuoa 
some  cast  of  the  romantic  and  adventurous. 

It  appeared  that  Bridgenorth  knew  the  south  af 
France,  and  could  tell  many  stories  of  the  French 
Huguenots,  who  already  began  to  sustain  those  veia- 
tions  which  a  few  years  afterwarda  were  summed  oa 
by  the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantx.  He  had 
even  been  in  Hungary,  for  he  spoke  as  from  personal 
knowledge  of  the  character  of  several  of  the  heacla 
of  the  great  Protestant  insurrection,  which  at  thia 
time  had  taken  place  under  the  celebrated  Tekdii 
and  laid  down  solid  reasons  why  they  were  entitled 
to  make  common  cause  with  the  Great  Turk,  rather 
than  submit  to  the  Pope  of  Rome.  He  talked  alao 
of  Savoy,  where  those  of  the  reformed  religion  atil! 
suffered  a  cruel  persecution ;  and  he  mentioned,  witi 
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a  BwelltBg  q;>irit,  the  protection  which  Ohver  had 
afforded  to  the  oppressed  Protestsnt  churches; 
''therein  showing  himself,"  he  added,  "more  fit 
tb  wield  the  supreme  power,  than  those  who,  claim- 
ing it  by  right  of  inheritance,  use  it  only  for  their 
own  vam  and  voluptuous  pursuits." 

"I  did  not  expect,"  said  Peveril,  modestly,  "to 
hsTe  heard  Oliver's  panegyric  from  you,  Master 
Bridgenorth." 

"I  did  not  panegyrize  him,"  answered  Bridge- 
north;  "1  B|>Bak  but  truth  of  that  extraordinary 
man,  now  being  dead,  whom,  when  alive,  I  feared 
no^  to  withstand  to  his  face.  It  is  the  fault  of  the 
present  unhappy  King,  if  he  make  us  look  back  with 
tegret  to  the  days  when  the  nation  was  respected 
anroadi  and  when  devotion  and  sobriety  were  prao- 
tiaed  at  homa— But  I  mean  not  to  vex  your  spunt  by 
controversy.  You  have  lived  amongst  those  who 
find  it  more  easy  and  more  pleasant  to  be  the  pen- 
sioners of  France  than  her  controllers— to  spend 
the  money  which  she  doles  out  to  themselves,  than 
to  check  the  tyranny  wnh  which  she  oppresses  our 

fiN>r  brethren  of  the  religion.  When  the  scales  shall 
U  from  thine  eyes,  all  this  thou  shalt  see;  and  see- 
incL  shall  learn  to  detest  and  despise  it." 

By  this  time  they  had  completed  their-walk,  and 
were  returned  to  the  Black  Fort  by  a  diflerent  path 
from  that  which  had  led  them  up  the  vallejr.  The 
exercise  and  the  general  tone  of  conversation  had 
temoved  in  some  degree,  the  shyness  and  embarrass- 
ment which  Peveril  originally  felt  in  Bridgenorth's 
presence,  and  which  the  tenor  of  his  first  remarks 
had  rather  increased  than  diminished.  Deborah's 
promised  banquet  was  soon  on  the  board;  and  in 
aimplicity,  as  well  as  neatness  and  good  order,  an- 
swered the  character  she  had  claimed^for  it  In  one 
respect  alone,  there  seemed  some  inconsistency,  per- 
haps a  little  affectation.  Most  of  the  dishes  were  of 
Bilver,  and  the  plates  were  of  the  same  metal :  instead 
of  the  trenchers  and  pewter  which  Peveril  had  usu- 
ally seen  employed  on  similar  occasiqns  at  the  Black 
Port. 

Presently,  with  the  feeling  of  one  who  walks  in  a 
pleasant  dream  from  which  he  fears  to  awake,  and 
whose  delight  is  mingled  with  wonder  and  with 
unceruintv,  Julian  Peveril  found  himself  seated 
between  Auce  Bridgenorth  and  her  father— the  tieing 
he  most  loved  on  earth,  and  the  person  whom  he 
had  ever  considered  as  the  great  obstacle  to  their  in- 
tercourse! The  confusion  of  his  mind  was  such, 
that  he  could  scarcely  reply  to  the  importunate  civi- 
lities of  i)ame  Deborah ;  who,  seated  with  them  at 
table  in  her  quality,  of  govemante,  now  dispensed 
the  good  things  which  had  been  prepared  under  her 
own  eye. 

As  for  Alice,  she  seemed  to  have  formed  a  resolu- 
tion to  play  the  mote ;  for  she  answered  not,  except- 
ing briefly,  to  the  questions  of  Dame  Debbitch ;  nay, 
even  when  her  father,  which  happened  once  or  twice, 
attempted  to  bring  her  forward  in  the  conversation, 
she  made  no  farther  reply  than  respect  for  him  renr 
dered  absolutely  necessary. 

Upon  Bridgenorth  himself,  then,  devolved  the  task 
of  entertaining  the  company ;  and,  contrary  to  his 
ordinary  habits,  he  did  not  seem  to  shrink  from  it. 
His  discourse  was  not  only  easy,  but  almost  checrfiil, 
though  ever  and  anon  crossed  by  some  expressions 
indicative  of  natural  and  habitual  melancholy,  or 
prophetic  of  future  misfortune  and  wo.  Flashes  of 
enthusiasm,  too,  shot  along  his  conversation,  gleam- 
ing like  the  sheei-Iightningof  an  autumn  eve,  which 
throws  a  strong,  though  momentary,  illumination, 
across  the  sober  twilight,  and  all  the  surrounding 
objects,  which,  touched  by  it,  assume  a  wilder  and 
more  striking  character.  In  general,  however,  Bridge- 
iorth*s  remarks  were  nlain  and  sensible ;  and  as  ne 
aimed  at  no  graces  of  language,  any  ornament  which 
they  received  arose  out  of  the  interest  with  which 
they  were  impressed  on  his  hearers.  For  example, 
when  Deborah,  in  the  pride  and  vulgarity  of  ner 
heart,  called  Julian's  attention  to  the  plate  from 
which  they  had  been  eating,  Bridgenorth  seemed  to 
think  an  apology  necessary  for  such  superfluous  ox- 


*It  was  a  symptom,"  he  said,  "  of  approaeliiog 
danger,  when  such  men,  as  were  not  nsually  infln- 
enced  by  the  vanities  of  life,  employed  much  moDev 
in  ornaments  composed  of  the  precious  metals,  ft 
was  a  sign  that  the  merchant  could  not  obtain  a  pn^ 
fit  for  the  capital,  which,  for  the  sake  of  security,  he 
invested  in  this  inert  form.  It  was  a  proof  that  the 
noblemen  or  gentlemen  feared  the  rapacity  of  powar, 
when  they  put  their  wealth  into  forms  the  roost  port- 
able and  the  most  capable  of  being  hidden;  and  it 
showed  the  uncertainty  of  credit,  when  a  mait  d 
judgment  preferred  the  actual  possession  of  a  man 
of  silver  to  the  convenience  of  a  goldsmith's  or  i 
banker's  receipt  While  a  shadow  of  liberty  remain* 
ed,"  he  said,  ^* domestic  rights  were  last  invaded: 
and,  therefore,  men  disposed  upon  their  cupboardt 
and  tables  the  wealth  which  in  these  places  wonld 
remain  longest,  though  not  perhaps  finally,*  sacred 
from  the  graep  of  a  tyrannical  government.  But  lot 
there  be  a  demand  for  capital  to  support  a  profitable 
commerce,  and  the  mass  is  at  once  consigned  to  tiis 
furnace,  and,  ceasing  to  be  a  vain  and  cumbroaa  or- 
nament of  the  banquet,  becomes  a  potent  and  active 
agent  for  farthering  the  prosperity  of  the  coantiy." 
^'In  war,  too,"  said  Peveril,  "  plate  has  been  fonnd 
a  ready  resource." 

**But  too  much  so,"  snswered  Bridgenorth  "Is 
the  late  times,  the  plate  of  tiie  nobles  and  goitry, 
with  that  of  the  colleges,  and  the  sale  of  the  crown- 
jewels,  enabled  the  King  to  make  his  unhappy  stand, 
which  prevented  matters  returning  to  a  state  of 
peace  and  good  order,  until  the  sword  had  attained 
an  undue  superiority  both  over  King  and  Parlii' 
ment." 

He  Idoked  at  Julian  as  he  spoke,  much  as  he  wbo 
proves  a  horse  offers  some  oDJect  suddenly  to  ua 
eyes,  then  watches  to  see  if  he  starts  or  bleodKi 
from  it  But  Julian's  thoughts  were  too  .much  kst 
on  other  topics  to  manifest  any  alarm.  His  anfvtf 
referred  to  a  previous  part  of  Bridgenortb'e  ai*> 
course,  and  was  not  returned  till  after  a  brief  puK. 
"  War,  then,"  he  said,  "  war.  the  grand  impoveriner. 
is  also  a  creator  of  the  wealth  which  it  waatea  and 
devours?" 

"Yea,"  replied  Bridgenorth,  "even  as  the  *n« 
brings  into  action  the  sleeping  waters  of  the  lau. 
which  it  finally  drains.  Necessity  invents  arts  and 
discovers  means;  and  what  necessity  is  sterner  than 
that  of  civil  war  7  Therefore,  even  war  ia  not  lo 
itself  unmixed  evil,  being  the  creator  of  impulM 
and  energies  which  could  not  otherwise  have  extated 
in  society." 

"Men  should  go  to  war,  then,"  said  Peveril,  that 
they  may  send  their  silver-plate  to  the  mint,  and  eat 
from  pewter  dishes  and  wooden  platters  7" 
'  "  Not  so.  my  son,"  said  Bridgenorth.  Then  chert- 
ing  himself  as  he  observed  the  deep  crimaon  on  Jfl- 
lian's  cheek  and  brow,  he  added,  "I  crave  your 
pardon  for  such  familiarity;  but  I  meant  not  ts 
limit  what  I  said  even  now  to  such  trifling  conae* 
qnences,  although  it  may  be  son^thtng  salutary  to 
tear  men  from  their  pomps  and  luxuries,  and  teaeh 
those  to  be  Romans  who  would  otherwise  be  Syba- 
rites. But  I  would  say,  that  times  of  public  danget 
as  they  call  into  circulation  the  misers  hoard  and 
the  proud  man's  bullion,  and  so  add  to  the  circals- 
ting  wealth  of  the  country,  do  also  call  into  action 
many  a  brave  and  noble  spirit,  which  would  other- 
wise lie  torpid,  give  no  example  to  the  living,  and 
bequeath  no  name  to  future  ages.  Society  ■n^*'* 
not,  and  cannot  know,  the  mental  treasures  which 
slumber  in  her  bosom,  till  necessity  and  opportunity 
call  forth  the  statesman  and  the  soldier  from  lb* 
shades  of  lowly  life  to  the  parts  they  are  desifped 
by  Providence  to  perform,  and  the  stations  wnico 
nature  had  qualified  them  to  hold.  So  rose  Ohwr- 
so  rose  Milton— so  rose  many  another  name  wliicB 
cannot  bo  forgotten— even  as  the  tempest  sunymoui 
forth  and  displays  the  address  of  the  mariner.' 

"You  speak,''  said  Peveril.  "as  if  national  cala- 
mity might  be,  in  some  sort,  an  advantage." 

"And  if  it  were  not  so,"  replied  Bridgenortlt 
"  it  had  not  existed  in  this  state  of  trial,  where  all 
temporal  evil  is  alleviated  by  aomeihiog  good  m  ita 
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progress  or  resalt,  tiidwhare  all  fliftt  ia  i9>od  is  close 
coupled  with  that  which  ia  in  itaelf  evil/' 

"It  must  be  a  noble  sight,"  said  Julian,  "  to  be- 
hold the  slambering  energies  of  a  great  mind  aws- 
kened  into  energy,  jind  to  see  it  assume  the  authority 
which  is  its  due  over  spirits  more  meanly  endowed/' 

"I  once  witneased,'^  said  Bridgenorth,  '* some- 
thing to  the  sameeflnct:  and  aa  the  tale  is  brie^  I 
will  tell  it  you,  if  you  will  :— 


land  has  snak^n  from  her  lap,  as  a  drunkanl  flin^ 
from  him  his  treasurea,  so  much  that  is  precious  m 
the  eyes  of  Grod  and  of  his  children.  There  thou- 
sands of  our  best  and  most  godly  men—such  whose 
righteousness  might  come  between  the  Almighty 
and  his  wrath,  and  prevent  the  ruin  of  citie8*-are 
content  to  oe  the  inhabitants  of  the  desert,  rather 
encountering  the  unenlightened  sai^a^i^ea,  than  stoop- 
ing to  extinguish,  under  the  oppression  practised  m 
Britain,  the  light  that  ia  withm  their  own  minds. 
There  I  remained  for  a  time,  during  the  ware  which 
the  colony  maintained  with  PhiKp.  a  great  Indian 
Chiotj  or  Sachem,  as  they  were  called,  who  aeemed 
a  messenger  sent  from  Satan  to  buiiet  them..  His 
cruelty  was jgreat^-his  dissimulation  profound;  and 
the  skill  andTpromptitude  with  which  ne  maintained 
a  defltructive  and  desultory  warfare,  inflicted  many 
dreadful  calamitiea  on  the  settlement.  I  was.  by 
chance,  at  a  small  village  in  the  woods^  more  than 
^irt^  miles  (torn  Boston,  and  in  its  situation  ex- 
oeedingly  lonely,  and  snrrounded  with  thickets. 
Nevertheless,  there  was  no  idea  of  any  danger  from 
tbs  Indians  at  that  time,  for  men  trusted  to  the  pro- 
taction  of  a  considerable  body  of  troops  who  had 
taken  the  field  for  protection, of  the  frontiers,  and 
who  lay,  or  were  supposed  to  lie,  betwixt  the  hamlet 
and  the  enemy's  country.  But  they  had  to  do  with 
a  foe,  whom  the  devil  himaelf  had  mspired  at  once 
with  cunning  and  cruelty.  It  was  on  a  Sabbath 
morning,  when  we  had  assembled  to  take  sweet  coun- 
sel together  in  the  Lord's  house.  Our  temple  was  but 
constructed  of  wooden  logs;  but  when. shall  the 
chant  of  trained  hirelinflp,  or  the  soundbg  of  tin 
and  brass  tubes  amid  the  aisles  of  a  minster,  arise 
«o  sweetly  to  Heaven,  aa  did  the  psalm  in  which 
we  united  at  once  our  voices  and  our  hearts !  An  ex- 
cellent worthy,  who  now  Bleeps  in  the  Lord,  Ne- 
hemiah  Solsgrace,  long  the  companion  of  my  pil- 
grimage, had  juat  begun  to  wrestle  in  prayer,  when 
a  woman,'with  disordered  kwks  and  dishevelled  hair, 
entered  our  chapel  in  a  distracted  manner,  scream- 
ing incessantly,  *The  Indians!  The  Indians!'— In 
that  land  no  man  dares  separate  himself  from  his 
means  of  defence:  and  whether  in  the  city  or  in  the 
field,  in  the  ploughed  land  or  the  forest,  men  keep 
beside  them  their  weapona,  as  did  the  Jews  at  the  re- 
building of  the  Temple.  So  we  sallied  forth  with 
our  guns  and  pikes,  and  heard  the  whoop  of  these 
incarnate  devils,  already  in  possession  or  a  parrof 
the  town,  and  exercising*  their  cruelly  on  the- few 
whom  weighty  causes  or  indisposition  had  with- 
.leld  from  public  worship ;  and  it  was  remarked  as 
a  jndgment,  that,  upon  tnat  bloody  Sabbath,  Adrian 
Hanson,  a  JDutchman,  a  man  well  enough  disposed 
towards  man,  but  whose  mind  was  altoaetber  given 
to  worldly  gain,  was  shot  and  ncalped'^as  he  was 
summing  his  weekly  gains  in  his  warehouse.  In 
fine,  there  was  mncn  damage  done;  and  although 
our  arrival  and  entrance  into  combat  did  in  some 
sort  put  them  back,  yet  being  surprised  and  confused, 
and^  tiaving  no  appointed  leader  of  our  band,  the 
devilish  enemy  shot  hard  at  us,  and  had  some  ad- 
vantage. It  was  pitiful  to  hear  the  screams  of  wo- 
men and  children  amid  the  report  of  guns  and  the 
whistling  of  bullets,  mixed  with  the  ferocious  yells 
of  these  savages,  which  they  term  their  warwhoop. 
Several  bouses  in  the  upper  part  of  the  village  were 
soon  on  fire :  and  the  roaring  of  the  flames,  and 
crackling  of  the  great  beama  as  they  blazed,  added 
jothc  horrible  confusion;  while  the  smoke  which 
the  wind  drove  against  us  gave  farther  advantage  to 
the  enemy,  who  ilvughtaa  it  wersi  invisible,  and  under 


cover,  whilat  wa  faH  faat  bv  their  uneiriiiff  fin.  In 
this  state  of  confusion,  ana  while  we  were  about  to 
adopt  the  desperate  project  of  evacuating  the  village, 
and,  placing  the  women  and  children  in  the  centre,  of 
attempting  a  retreat  to  the  nearest  settlement,  it 
pleased  Heaven  to  send  us  unexpected  assistance.  A 
tall  roan  of  a  reverend  appearance,  whom  no  one  of  ua 
had  ever  seen  before,  suddenly  was  in  the  midst  of 
uSj  as  we  hastily  agitated  the  resolution  of  retreating. 
His  garments  were  of  the  akin  of  the  elk,  and  ne 
wore  aword  and  carried  gun ;  I  never  aaw  any  thing 
more  auguat  than  his  features,  overshadowed  by  locks 
of  gray  hahr,  which  mingled  with  a  long  beard  of  the 
same  colour.  '  Men  ancforethren,'  he  said,  in  a  voice 
hke  that  which  turns  back  the  flight, '  why  sink  your 
hearta?  and  why  are  you  tliusaisquieteal  Pear  jro 
that  the  God  we  serve  will  give  you  up  to  yonder 
heathen  doga  1  Follow  m^  and  you  shall  aee  thia 
day  that  there  ia  a  captain  in  Israel !'  He  uttered  a 
few  brief  but  distinct  orders,  in  the  tone  of  one  who 
was  accustomed  to  command ;  and  such  was  the  in- 
fluence of  his  appearance,  his  mien,  his  language,  and 
his  presence  of  mind,  that  he  was  implicitly  obeyed  by 
men  who  had  never  seen  him  until  that  moment. 
We  were  hastily  divided^  by  his  orders,  into  two 
bodies;  one  of  which  maintained  the  defence  of  the 
village  with  more  courage  than  ever,  convinced  thr<t 
the  Unknown  was  sent  by  God  to  our  rescue.  At  his 
command,  they  assumed  the  best  and  most  sheltered 
poaitiona  for  exchanging  their  deadly  fire  with  the  In- 
dianss  while,  under  cover  of  the  smoke,  the  stranger 
saliied  from  the  town,  at  the  head  of  the  other  division 
of  the  New  England  men,  and  fetching  a  circuit,  at- 
tacked the  Red  Warriora  in  the  rear.  The  surprise; 
as  is  usual  amongst  savages,  had  complete  effect;  lor 
they  doubted  not  that  tney  were  assailed  in  thair 
turn,  and  placed  betwixt  two  hostile  parties  by  the 
return  of  a  detachment  from  the  provincial  army. 
The  heathens  fled  in  confusion,  abandoning  the  half- 
won  village,  and  leaving  behind  them  such  a  number 
of  their  warriors,  that  the  tribe  hath  never  recovered 
its  loss.  Never  shall  I  forget  the  figure  of  our  vene- 
rable leader,  when  our  men,  and  not  they  only,  but 
the  women  and  children  of  the  village,  rescued  from 
the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife,  stood  crowded 
around  him,  yet  scarce  venturing  to  approach  his 
person,  and  more  minded,  perhaps,  to  worship  him 
as  a  deaoended  angel,  than  to  thank  him  aa  a  fellow 
mortal.  'Not  unt6  roe  be  the  glory,'  he  said;  *I 
am  but  an  implement,  frail  aa  yourselves,  in  the  hand 
of  Him  who  is  strong  to  deliver.  Bring  me  a  cup  of 
water,  that  I  may  allay  my^  parched  throat,  ere  I 
easav  the  task  of  offering  thanks  where  they  are  moat 
due.'^  1  was  nearest  to  Him  as  he  spoke,  and  I  gave 
into  his  hand  the  water  he  requested.  At  that  mo- 
ment we  exchanged  glances,  and  it  seemed  to  me 
that  I  recognised  a  noble  fftend  whom  I  had  long 
aince  deemed  in  glory;  but  he  gave  me  no  time  to 
speak,  had  apeech  been  prudent.  Sinking  on  his' 
knees,  and  signing  us  to  obey  him,  he  poured  forth  a 
strong  and  energetic  thanksgiving  for  the  turning 
back  of  the  battle,  which,  pronounced  with  a  voice 
loud  and  clear  as  a  war-trumpet,  thrilled  through 
the  jointa  and  marrow  of  the  bearers,  i  have  heard 
many  an  act  of  devotion  in  my  life,  had  Heaven 
vouehaafed  mo  grace  to  profit  by  them ;  but  such  a 
prayer  as  this,  uttered  amid  the  dead  and  the  dying, 
with  a  rich  tone  of  mingled  triumph  and  adoration, 
wiis  beyond  them  all^it  was  like  the  song  of  the  in- 
spired prophetess  who  dwelt  beneath  the  palm-tree 
between  Ramah  and  Bethel.  He  was  silent;  and 
for  a  brief  space  we  remained  with  our  faces  bent  to 
the  earth— no  man  daring  to  lift  his  head.  At  length 
we  looked  up,  but  our  deliverer  was  no  longer  amon^t 
ns;  nor  was  he  ever  again  seen  in  the  land  which 
he  had  rescued." 

Here  Bridgenorth,  who  had  told  this  singular  story 
with  an  eloauence  and  vivacity  of  detail  very  contrary 
to  the  usual  dryness  of  his  conversation,  pansed  for 
an  instant,  and  then  resumed—"  Thou  soest,  young 
man,  that  men  of  valour  and  of  discretion  are  called 
forth  to  command  in  circumstances  of  national  exi 
gence,  though  their  very  existence  is  unknown  in  tha 
land  which  they  are  predestined  to  deliver." 
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**  But  what  thousat  the  people  of  the  myetenone 
•trannerT'  uid  Jiuien,  who  bad  listened  with  eager- 
neaa,  for  the  story  waa  of  a  kind  interesting  to  the 
youthful  and  the  brave. 

"  Many  thinfu,"  answerad  Bridgenorth,  "  and,  as 


nsual,  little  to  the  purpose.  The  prevailing  opihion 
was,  notwithstanding  his  own  oisclamation,  that 
the  stranger  was  really  a  supernatural  being;  othera 


1  tne  transient  tnougn 
I  perused  the  strangers 
h ;  "for  althoocb  I  dia- 
Eleaven,  on  high  ooca- 


believed  him  an  inspired  champion,  transported  in 
the  body  from  some  distant  climate,  to  show  us  the 
way  to  safety ;  others,  again,  concluded  that  he  was 
a  recluse^  who,  either  from  motives  of  piety,  or  other 
cogent  reasons,  had  become  a  dweller  m  the  wilder- 
neea.  and  ahunned  the  face  of  man." 

'*And,  if  I  may  presume  to  ask,"  said  Julian,  **to 
whioh  of  these  opinions  were  you  disposed  to  ad- 
here 7" 

"  The  last  suited  best  with  the  transient  thoufi^ 
blosi  view  with  which  I  had 
featu  a,"  replied  Bridgenorth ,  . 
pnta  not  that  it  may  please  Heaven, 
■iona,  even  to  raiae  one  from  the  dead  in  defenoe  of 
his  country,  yet  1  doubted  not  then,  aa  I  doubt  not 
now,  that  1  looked  on  the  living  form  of  one,  who 
had  indeed  powerful  reasons  lo  conceal  him  in  the 
deft  of  the  rock." 

*'Are  these  reaaons  a  secret  7*'  asiked  Julian 
Peveril. 

"  Not  properly  a  secret,"  replied  Bridgenorth ;  "  for 
I  fear  not  thy  betraying  what  I  might  teU  thee  in 
private  discourse ;  and  oeaidea,  wert  thou  ao  base, 
the  prey  liea  too  distant  for  any  hontera  to  whom 
thou  oooldst  point  out  its  traoea.  But  the  name  of 
thia  worthy  will  sound  harsh  in  thy  ear,  on  account 
of  one  action  of  his  lilB—being  hia  aeceasion  to  a 
great  measure,  which  made  the  extreme  iaies  of  the 
earth  to  tremble.  Have  yon  never  heard  of  Bichaid 
Whalley?" 

*'  Of  the  regicide T'  exclaimed  Peveril  starting. 

*'  Call  his  act  what  thou  wilt,"  said  Bridgenorth ; 
"he  was  not  less  the  rescuer  of  that  devoted  viila^ 
that,  with  other  leading  spirits  of  the  age,  he  aat  m 
the  judgment-seat  when  Charies  Stewart  waa  ar- 
raigned at  the  bar^  and  subscribed  the  sentence  that 
went  forth  upon  him." 

"I  have  ever  heard,"  said  Julian,  in  an  altered 
voice,  and  colouring  deeply,  **  that  you.  If  aster 
Bridiranorth,  with  the  other  Presbyterians  were 
totally  averse  to  that  detestable  crima,  and  were 
ready  to  have  made  joint  cause  with  theCavalien  in 
preventing  so  horrible  a  parricide." 

"If  it  were  so,"  replied  Bridgenorth,  **we  have 
been  richly  rewaraed  oy  his  successor  V* 

"Rewarded I"  exclaimed  Julians  "Does  the  dis- 
tinction of  good  and  evil,  and  our  obligation  to  do 
•  the  one  and  forbear  the  other,  depend  on  the  reward 
which  may  attach  to  our  actions?" 

V  Gkx)  forbid !"  anawered  Bridgenorth}  "  yet  those 
who  view  the  havoc  which  this  House  of  Stewart 
have  made  in  the  Church  and  State— the  tyranny 
which  they  exercise  over  men's  iwrsons  and  con- 
sciencea— may  well  doubt  whether  it  be  lawful  to  use 
weapons  in  their  defence  Yet  you  hear  me  not 
prais&  or  fvea  vindicate,  the  death  of  the  King, 
though  so  far  deserved,  as  be  waa  falae  to  his  oath 
as  a  Prince  and  Magistrate.  I  only  tell  you  what 
you  desired  to  know,  that  Richard  whalley,  one  of 
the  late  King's  judges,  was  he  of  whom  I  nave  just 
been  speaking.  I  knew  his  lofty  brow,  though  time 
had  made  it  balder  and  higher;  his  gray  eye  retained 
all  its  lustre;  and  though  the  grizzled  beard  covered 
the  lower  pert  of  his  face,  it  prevented  me  not  frem 
reoognising  him.  The  scent  was  hot  after  .him  for 
hia  blood;  but  by  the  assistance  of  those  friends 
whom  Heaven  had  raised  up  for  his  preservation,  he 
was  concealed  carefully,  and  emerged  only  to  do  the 
will  of  Providence,  in  the  matter  of  that  battle. 
Perhaps  his  voice  may  be  heard  in  the  field  once 
more,  should  England  need  one  of  her  nobleat 
hearts."* 

« Tbete  h  ft  eammon  tradition  in  Anicrics.  that  thtafMiton,  who 
WM  tMver  Ivwnl  of  afltfr  the  Roatomtion,  fled  to  Ma«MchuaetU, 
and,  liviii/  for  Mrne  fean  coneealMl  in  that  province,  finally  clo- 
wd  hti  da/i  then  The  rpmarknble  and  bcautlftil  utory  cf  hjs 
hrvioc  auddenly  aMenod  from  Ua  place  ofowiaaalmaDt,  sod. 


*  Now,  CkMl  ibAid  •"  Mid  Jriiu 
\  Amen,"  returned  Bridgenorth. 


tOii».IIf 

MayGodivert 


civil  war,  and  pardon  those  wboae  raadnen  irauU 
bring  it  on  ua!" 

There  waa  a  kmg  (Mose,  during  which  Jolian,  who 
bed  acaroe  lifted  his  eyes  towarda  Aliee,  stofe  • 
glance  in  that  direction^  and  waa  struck  by  ihed«p 
cast  of  melancholy  which  had  aiolen  over  fiaatsm^ 
to  which  a  cheerful,  if  not  a  gay  expression,  wm 
most  natural.  So  aoon  as  she  caught  his  eye,  ibi 
remarked,  and,  aa  Julian  thought,  with  aigainesaa^ 
that  the  abadowa  were  lengrhonipR  and  eveoiai 
eoming  on. 

Ke  heard ;  and  although  aadafied  that  she  hiali^ 
at  his  departure,  he  oouid  not.  apon  the  instant,  fiM 
resolution  to  break  the  spell  which  detained  hia. 
The  lanauage  which  Bridgenorth  held. was  notoily 
new  aiM  alarming,  but  so  contrary  to  the  maaiM 
in  which  he  was  brought  up,  that,  aa  a  son  of  Sir 
Geoffrey  Peveril  of  the  Peak,  he  would,  m  aooihv 
case,  have  thought  himaelf  called  upon  to  dispois  i» 
eonciuaiona,  even  at  the  sword'a  poisL  fiat  Biidgi- 
north's  opinions  were  delivered  with  so  much  ealii* 
neaa  aeemed  so  much  the  result  of  convietion-te 
they  excited  in  JuUan  rather  a  apirit  of  wonder,  An 
of  angry  controversy.  Tliere  was  .a  character  «f 
aober  dedaion,  acd  aedate  melanoholy,  in  all  thst  b 
aaid.  which,  even  h«l  he  not  been  the  father  of  Alioi 
(and  perhaps  Jidian  was  not  himself  awsie  hot 
much  he  waa  mflueneed  by  that  eireaaMtaae^l 
would  have  rendered  at  dimcuh  to  take  peiMMi 
offence.  His  langu^s  and  aendments  weie  of  wl 
quiet,  yet  dccidea  kind,  apon  which  it  is  difieu 
either  to  fix  cantroveny,  or  qnarrel«  although  i!  H 
impossible  to  aei|uisaoe  m  the  concnaions  lo  *oia 
tbeylead. 

while  Julian 
chair,  aearee  nMre 

which  be  found  hisL ^, 

which  he  waa  lialenuig,  another  eircumiUooi  fi* 
minded  him  that  the  proper  time  of  hia  sUTatKiat 
Fort  had  been  expended.    Little  Fairy,  the  Mau 

Bray,  which,  well  Mcaatomed  to  the  ricinitT,* 
laek  Fort,  need  to  iMd  near  the  house  whde  her 
maater  made  hia  viaita  there,  began  to  find  hii  PIS' 
sent  stsy  rather  too  long.  She  had  been  the gitta 
the  Connteaa  to  JuKan^  whilst  a  youth,  and  came  a 
a  high-spiritsd  mountam  breed,  remarkable  alike  w 
hardmeas,  lor  longevity,  and  for  a  degree  of  eagaci9 
approaching  to  that  of  the  doo.  Fairy  showed  m 
latter  ouality,  by  the  way  in  which  ahe  ehoee  toei* 

KISS  ner  impatienoe  to  be  moving  homewards.  At 
at  such  seemed  the  purpoee  of  the  tbnll  m» 
with  which  she  startledT  the  female  insMtes  of  tM 
parlour,  who,  the  moment  afterwards,  oould  not  vt 
bear  amiling  to  see  the  nose  of  the  pony  sdvaace^ 
through  the  opened  caaement  ... 

'*  Fairy  reminds  me,"  aaid  Julian,  Iookuigio.AJM« 
and  rising,  "  that  the  tsrm  of  my  atay  here  if  ei- 
hauated."  ,    ..  „.j 

"  Speak  with  me  yet  one  moment,"  said  Brw(p 
i^rth,  withdrawmg  him  into  a  Oothic  rscess  of  tw 
old-fashioned  apartment,  and  apeaking  so  low  an 
he  could  not  be  overheard  by  Alice  aiid  l^r  go«a^ 
nante,  who,  in  the  meantime,  careaaed,  and  fed  win 
fragmenta  of  bread,  the  intruder  Fairy.  ,  „^  u 
^Tou  have  not,  after  all/'  aaid  Bridgenorth,  "Md 
me  the  cause  of  your  coming  hither."    He  r*"*"^ 


remained^  aa  if  8p^4N>Biid  ie  hie 
nore  aiirpnaed  at  the  oonftff  ■ 
d  himaelf,  than  at  the  opioNM  ta 


aa  if  to  ei\)oy  hia  embarraasment,  and  then  aoiw* 
"And  indeed  it  were  most  unnecessary  that  m 
should  do  so.  I  have  not  ao  far  forgotten  the  dana 
my  youth,  or  thoae  afiectiona  which  bind  poor  irw 
humanity  but  too  much  to  the  things  of  this  wmh* 
Will  you  find  no  words  to  ask  of  me  the  great  bocn 
which  you  seek,  and  which,  peradventura,  you  woujb 

placinthimnelf  at  the  head  of  a  rartr  of  nttlen.  sbo^^!;^ 
mode  of  aeqoiring  a  Wetorr.  wWch  they  wera  on  the  vaf^.V^ 
in«  to  the  Indian*.  ■  aln  told ;  and  in  ai:  praNMlM^<<Hl^:iS3 
aeen  the  whole  tiadftion  commented  uran at  laifa na late  w* 
American  poblieatioa,  which  aoe*  eo  far  ai  to  •'^eitaai  «»; 
•cure  nave  to  wWch  the  remama  of  Whaller  )«f?**9*v  S 
mittwT  Thia  aincalar  etory  haa  Utdy  alibidedjtoj^ JQ 
hrated  American  nuvelki.  Mr. Cooper,  the  m^taihkwajm 
ho  hat  compiled  one  of  thoee  impreasive  naiwtivw  oi  Ae  jW 
nal  inllabitantB  of  the  Trantatiantic  woodi.  and  the  harfr  ^^ 
peaaa  br  whom  they  weea  invaded  and  diipoiMMa. 


CtfAP.XV.I 


PEVERIL  OF  THE  PEAK. 


•1 


not  have  hesitated  to  make  your  own,  without  my 
knowledge^  and  against  my  consent?— Nay,  never 
vindicate  thyself,  bat  mark  me  farther.  The  patri- 
arch bought  his  beloved  by  fourteen  years'  hard 
service  to  tier  father,  Laban,  and  they  seemed  to  him 
but  as  a  few  daya.  But  he  that  would  wed  my 
daughter  must  serve,  in  comparison,  but  a  few  davs ; 
though  in  matters  of  such  mighty  import,  that  they 
shall  seem  as  the  service  of  many  years.— Reply  not 
10  me  now,  but  go^  and  peace  be  with  you.*' 

He  retired  so  quickly,  after  speaking,  that  Peveril 
had  literally  not  an  instant  to  reply.  He  cast  his 
eves  around  the  apartment,  but  Deborah  and  her 
charge  had  also  disapi>eared.  His  gaze  rested  for  a 
moment  on  the  portrait  of  Christian,  and  his  ima- 
gination suggested,  that  \iiB  dark  features  were  illu- 
minated bv  a  smile  of  haughty  triumph.  He  started, 
ind  looked  more  attentively— it  was  but  the  efiect  of 
the  evening  beam,  which  touched  the  picture  at  the 
instant  The  effect  was  gone,  and  there  remained 
t>ut  the  fixed,  grave,  inflexible  tjaaturea  of  the  repub- 
ican  soldier. 

Julian  left  the  apartment  as  one  who  walks  in  a 
)ream ;  he  mounted  Fairy,  and.  agitated  by  a  variety 
)f  thoiight&  which  be  was  unable  to  reduce  to  order, 
16  returned  to  Castle  Rushin  before  the  night  sat 
iown. 

Here  he  found  all  in  movement  The  Countess, 
vith  her  son,  had  upon  some  news  received,  or 
'esolution  formed,  during  bis  absence,  removed,  with 
I  principal  part  of  their  family,  to  the  yet  stronger 
jastle  of  Holm-PeeL  about  eight  mifes  distance 
icross  the  island ;  and  which  had  been  suffered  to 
l^  into  a  much  more  dilapidated  condition  than 
thai  of  Castletown,  so  far  as  it  could  be  considered 
M  a  place  of  reauience.  Bat  as  a  fortress,  Holm- 
Rael  was  stronger  than  Castletown;  nay,  unless 
nsailedragulariy,  was  almost  imp,regnable ;  and  was 
iways  heul  by  a  garrison  belonging  to  the  Lords  of 
(an.  Here  Peveril  arrived  at  nightfall.  He  was 
Ad  in  the  fishing-village,  that  the  night-bell  of  the 
*a8tle  had  been  rung  earlier  than  usual,  and  the 
ratch  set  with  circumstanoesofuuosual  and  Jealous 
recaution. 

Resolving,  therefore,  not  to  disturb  the  garrison  by 
itering  at  that  late  hour,  he  obtained  an  indifferent 
dicing  in  the  town  for  the  night,  and  determined  to 
9  to  the  Castle  eariy  on  the  sucoe^ing  morning, 
fe  viras  not  sorry  thus  to  gain  a  few  hours  of  son- 
ide,  to  think  over  the  agitating  eventt  of  the  pre- 
iding  day. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

vnmt  Mwin'd  fti  head. 

The  likeoaH  of  a  kingly  crown  had  on. 

PttrttdUeLo$L 

Sot>OK,  or  Holm-Peel,*  so  is  named  the  castle  to 
bich  our  Julian  directed  hia  course!  early  on  the 

*  'TH&  anthor  hsj  nev«r  leen  thia  ancient  (brtreH,  which  hat  in  ita 
iriiit  «o  much  th»t  ii  fiucinatinf  to  the  aniiouary'  Waldron  hat 
ren  the  feUowing  dotcriptioa,  which  ia  perhaps  Mmewhat  exa«- 

**  Peel,  or  Pile-Town,  h  to  called  ftom  ita  ganiaofi  and  oaatle : 
oovli  in  eileet  the  eaatl^  cannot  properly  be  aaid  to  be  in  ths 
wn.  an  ann  of  the  aea  ninning  between  them,  which  m  high 
lea  would  be  deep  enough  to  bear  a  ahip  of  iorty  or  nfry  tona. 
OQgh  somotimflB  quite  dndned  of  lalt  water :  but  then  itia  «u(> 
led  with  fresh  by  a  river  which  nina  from  Kirl;  Jarmyn  Moun- 
hm.  and  empties  itself  into  the  sea.  This  castle,  for  its  situa- 
m.  antiquity,  strength,  and  beauty,  might  justly  come  in  lor  one 
the  wrmden  of  the  world.  Art  and  nature  seem  to  have  vied 
l!h  each  other  in  the  model,  nor  ought  the  roost  minnto  partiini- 
r  to  escape  observation.  As  to  ita  situation,  it  is  built  upon  the 
p  of  a  tnige  rock,  which  rpars  itself  a  stupendous  height  above 
B  aea.  with  which,  as  I  saiil  beSire,  it  is  surrounded.  And  also 
natttral  fortifications  of  other  lesser  rocks,  which  render  it  in- 
ccaaibln  but  by  passhig  that  litrie  arm  of  the  sea  which  divides 
fhMn  the  town ;  this  you  may  Jo  in  a  small  boat :  and  the  na- 
re«.  tucking  up  iheir  clothes  under  their  anns,  and  plucking  off 
nir  aho«i  and  stockinn,  frequently  wade  it  hi, low  Udes.  When 
Ml  arrive  at  the  foot  of  the  rock,  rou  ascend  about  some  thrae- 


following  morning,  is  one  of  those  extraordinary 
monuments  of  antiauity  with  which  this  singular 
and  interesting  island  aoounda.  It  occupies  the  whole 
of  a  high  rocky  peninsula,  or  rather  an  islsnd,  for  it 
is  surrounded  by  tlie  sea  at  high  water,  and  scarcely 
accessible  even  when  the  tide  is  out,  although  a 
stone  causeway,  of  great  solidity,  erected  for  the 
express  purpose,  connects  the  island  with  the  main- 
land. The  whole  space  is  surrounded  by  doublt 
walls  of  great  strength  and  thickness;  and  the  aoceas 
to  the  interior,  at  the  time  which  we  treat  of.  was 
only  by  two  flights  of  steep  and  narrow  steps,  divid- 
ed from  each  other  by  a  strong  tower  and  guard- 
house ;  under  the  former  of  which  there  is  an  en* 
trance-arch.  The  open  space  within  the  walla 
extends  to  two  acrea,  and  contains  many  objects 
worthy  of  antiquarian  curiosity.  There  were,  besides 
the  castle  itseu,  two  cathedral  churchea,  dedicated, 
the  earlier  to  Saint  Patrick,  the  latter  to  Saint  Ger- 
main ;  besides  two  smaller  churches  $  all  of  which 
had  become,  even  in  that  day,  more  or  less  minoosi 
Their  decayed  walls,  exhibiting  the  mde  and  massive 
architecture  of  the  moat  remote  period,  were  com* 
posed  of  a  rag^  gray  stone,  whicn  formed  a  singu- 
lar contrast  with  the  bright  red  freestone  of  which 
the  window-cases,  corner-stones,  arches,  and  other 
ornamental  parts  of  the  buikling.  were  composed. 

Besides  these  four  ruinous  churches,  the  spaes 
of  ground  enclosed  by  the  massive  exterior  walls 
of  Holm-Peel  exhibited  many  other  vestiges  of  the 
olden  time.  There  was  a  aqimre  mound  of  earth, 
facing,  with  its  angles  to  the  points  of  the  compass, 
one  of  those  motes,  aa  they  were  called,  on  which, 
in  ancient  times,  the  northern  tribes  elected  or 
recognised  their  chiefs,  and  held  their  solemn  po- 
pular assemblies,  or  comiiia.  There  was  also  one  ol 
those  singular  towers,  so  common  in  Ireland  as  to 
have  proved  the  favourite  theme  of  her  antiquaries, 
but  ot  which  the  real  use  and  meaning  seem  yet 
to  be  hidden  in  the  mist  of  ages.  This  of  Holm- 
Peel  had  been  converted  to  the  purpose  of  a  watch- 
tower.  There  were,  besides,  Runic  monuments,  of 
which  the  legends  could  not  be  deciphered;  and 
later  inscriptions  to  the  memory  of  champions,  of 
whom  the  names  only  were  preserved  from  oblivion. 
But  tradition  and  superstitious  eld.  still  most  busy 
where  real  history  is  silent,,  had  tilled  up  the  long 
blank  of  accurate  information  with  tales  of  Sea- 
kings  and  Pirates,  Hebridean  Chiefs  and  Norwe- 
gian Resolutdi,  who  had  formerly  warred  againat, 
and  in  defence  of;  this  famous  castle.  Superstition, 
too,  had  her  tales  of  goblins,  ghosts,  and  spectres^ 
her  legends  of  sau  ts  and  demons,  of  fairies  and  of 
familiar  spirits,  wl  ich  in  no  corner  of  the  British 
empire  are  told  and  received  with  more  absolute  cro- 
dulity  than  in  the  Ule  of  Man. 

Amidst  all  these  ruins  of  an  older  time  arose  tlis 
Castle  itself,— now '  ruinous— but  in  Charles  II.'s 
retgn  well  ^rrisoned,  and,  in  a  military  point  of 
view,  kept  m  complete  order.    It  was  a  venerable 

mar  to  mount,  hetan  you  come  at  tlie  saeond  wall,  which,  as  wall 
as  the  othor,  is  full  of  port  holes  for  cannon,  which  are  plants?  m 
stone  croaaea  on  a  third  wall.  Being  entered,  you  find  rouraeirui 
a  wide  plahi,  m  the  midat  of  which  atanda  the  castle,  eneom- 
paaaed  by  fi>ur  churches,  three  of  which  thne  baa  m  mudi  decayed, 
that  there  ia  UttJe  remaining,  besides  the  walb.  and  some  lew 
tomfaa,  which  aeem  to  have  beon  erected  with  ao  much  care,  aa 
to  nerputrate  the  memory  of  those  buried  in  ihetn  till  the  final  dia- 
solutioo  of  all  things.  The  fburth  is  kept  a  little  better  in  repair  i 
but  not  so  much  for  i^  own  sake,  though  it  ,has  beep  the  moat 
maanificent  of  them  all,  as  for  a  chapel  witlun  it ;  which  is  v 
propriated  to  the  use  of  the  bishop,  and  has  under  it  a  prison,  or 


utia  Town ,  «....  »«  v..  .v .«-.  ..~.^  .. — -~-,  -. .. ..-.....-, 

Uch  oTerlook  tho  son.  The  gatiw  are  wood,  but  moat  cunously 
•ched.  carved,  and  adomod  with  pilaatecs.  Having  passed  the 
■t,  fva  have  oifaar  stain  of  i»         '   '*•   -^^'-nbarwiuiths  for- 


rather  a  dunaeon,  for  those  oirerd«ni  who  are  so  miserable  as  to 
incur  the  siJiritnal  censure.  This  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  dread- 
Ail  placos  that  imaidnation  can  form.  The  sea  runs  under  it  through 
the  hoUows  of  the  rock  with  such  a  continual  roar,  that  y»u  would 
think  it  were  every  moment  breaking  in  upon  you,  and  ov^r  it  aro 
the  vaults  for  burying  the  dead.  The  slaira  descending  to  thi^  plana 
of  terrors  are  not  above  thirty,  but  so  steep  and  narrow,  ihnt  thoy 
are  very  difficult  to  go  down,  a  child  of  eirht  or  nine  yearn  old  not 
being  able  to  pass  tjioni  but  sideways.  Within  it  aro  thirii>en  pil- 
lars, on  whiclr  the  wliole  chapel  is  supported.  They  have  a  su- 
perstition, that  whatsoever  stranger  goes  to  see  this  cavern  out  ni 
curioaity,  and  omits  to  count  the  pillars,  shall  do  something  to 
occaAiiin  being  confined  there.  There  are  places  ibr  penance  alaa 
under  all  tlio  other  churchea,  containing  several  very  dark  and  Ikv* 
rid  cells ;  some  have  nothina  in  them  cither  to  sit  or  lie  down  oo, 
others  a  small  pitx»  of  brick  work  ;  some  are  lower  and  mora 
dark  than  othera,  Iwt  all  of  tliem,  in  my  opinion,  dmadrol  enoiuli 
for  almost  anycdBW  humanity  ia  oatafak  of  beiog  wunty  of 
40* 
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snd  very  ancient  building,  pontoininji;  several  apart- 
ments of  aufliciedt  size  and  heigh f  to  be  termed 
noble.  I)ut  in  ihe  surrender  of  the  island  by  Chris- 
tian, tlie  furniture  had  been,  in  a  great  meaeuro, 
plundered  or  destroyed  by  the  republican  soldiers ; 
so  thai,  as  we  have  before  hinted,  its  present  state 
was  ill  adapted  for  the  residence  of  the  noble  pro- 
prietor. Yet  it  had  been  oHen  the  abode,  not  only 
of  the  Lord*  sf  Man,  but  of  those  state  prisoners 
whom  the  Kings  of  Britain  sometimes  committed  to 
their  charge. 

In  this  uastle  of  Holm-Peel  the  great  kins-maker, 
Richard,  Earl  of  Warwick,  was  confined;  during? 
one  period  of  his  eventfiil  life,  to  ruminate  at  leisure 
01^  his  farther  schemes  of  smbition.  And  here,  too, 
Eleanor,  the  haughty  wife  of  tbe  Kood  Duke  of 
Gloucester,  pined  out  in  seclusion  the  last  days  of 
iier  banishment.  The  sentinels  pretended  that  her 
discontented  spectre  was  often  visible  at  night, 
traversing  the  battlements  of  the  external  walls, 
or  standing  motionless  beside  a  particular  solitary 
turret  of  one  of  the  watch-towers  with  which  they 
are  flanked ;  but  dissolving  into  air  at  cock-crow, 
or  when  the  bell  tolled  from  the  yet  remaining  tower 
of  Saint  Germain's  chuixsh. 

Such  was  Holm-Peel,  as  records  inform  as,  till 
towards  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century. 

It  was  in.one  of  the  loAy  but  almost  unfurnished 
apinments'of  this  ancient  Castle  that  Julian  Peve- 
nl  found  his  friend  the  Earl  of  Derby,  who  had 
that  moment  sat  down  to  a  breakfast  composed  of 
various  sorts  of  fish.  "Welcome,  most  imperial 
Julian,"  he  said ;  "  welcome  to  our  roydl  fortress  ; 
in  which,  as  yet,  we  are  not  like  to  be  starved  with 
hunger,  though  well-nigh  dead  for  cold.** 

tiMNiifa  *ti«  lappoMd  tber  '^nm  baflt  with  diflbmnt  detrM  of 
hniror,  that  the  punishmeot  mifht  be  Dioportionate  lo  the  nnitta 
of  thoee  wretches  who  were  to  be  connned  in  them.  These  have 
never  been  made  use  of  shiee  the  times  of  poperjr ;  but  that  under 
tlw  bishnp's  chapel  is  ttie  common  and  only  prison  for  all  offenfios 
in  tlM  9<ritual  court,  and  to  that  the  dclinqunnts  aro  sentenced. 
Bat  the  soldiers  of  the  i arrison  permit  them  to  Mufler  their  con- 
flnement  in  the  castle,  it  oeinff  morally  imjHissiblo  for  the  strongest 
eonstilution  to  sustain  the  dainps  and  noisomeness  of  tiie  cavom 
even  fof  a  few  houia.  much  lens  for  months  and  yeart,  as  is  the 
minisbment  sometimes  altotted.  But  1  shall  speak  hereafter  more 
niUy  of  th(j  severity  of  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction.  Tb  oer 
tain  that  there  liave  been  very  croat  arehitects  hi  this  island ;  for 
thv  lobie  monuments  in  this  enurch,  which  is  keut  in  repair,  and 
indeed  the  ruins  of  the  others  also,  show  the  buildera  to  be  mas> 
tan  Qf  ail  the  orders  in  that  ait,  thouith  the  treat  number  ofDorie 
pillars  prove  them  to  be  chiefly  admirera  of  that  Nor  are  the  epi- 
taphs and  inscriptions  on  the  tombstones  less  worthy  oTrDmaik ; 
the  various  languacet  in  whsch  they  are  engmved,  testify  by  what 
a  diversity  of  nations  this  little  spot  of  esrth  has  been  possessed. 
Though  time  has  dcfiu^ed  too  many  of  tht  letters  lo  render  tlie  re- 
maliider  intcllifrible,  yet  you  may  easily  i  ereeive  fragments  of  the 
Hebrew,  Grrak.  Latin,  Arabian,  Saxon, Scotch,  and  Irish  charac- 
Ian :  som«^  dates  yet  visibly  declare  tlie  ^vere  written  before  the 
coming  of  Christ ;  and.  indeed,  if  one  C4insiden  the  wails,  the 
thickness  of  them,  and  the  dorablenoss  *f  the  stone  of  which  they 
are  composed,  one  must  be  sensible  that  a  in'oat  number  of  cen- 
turies must  pass  before  such  strons  workmanship  could  be  redu- 
ced to  the  condition  it  now  is.  These  churches,  therefore,  were 
<toubtless  once  the  temples  of  Patan  deities,  timuirh  since  conse- 
crated to  the  worship  of  the  true  divinity :  and  what  confirms  me 
mora  strongly  in  tJiis  coiuecture,  is.  that  tfiere  is  sUll  a  part  of  one 
remaining,  wliere  stands  a  hirge  stone  directly  in  form  and  man- 
Qer  like  the  Triposes,  which  in  those  days  of  ignorance,  the  priests 
stood  upon,  to  deliver  their  fabiilous  oraelps.  Through  one  of 
Uiese  oM  church««,  there  was  formerly  a  paasoge  to  Uie  apart- 
ment belonging  to  the  captain  of  the  guard,  but  is  now  eloseo  up. 
The  rcainn  Umy  give  you  for  it,  is  a  pretty  odd  one ;  but  as  I  think 
,  ft  not  sufficient  satisfaction  to  my  curious  rRnder^  to  acquaint  him 
wHh  what  xort  of  buildings  this  island  affords,  without  letting  him 
Know  also  wliat  traditions  are  concerning  tiiem,  I  shall  have  little 
/egard  to  the  censure  of  those  critics,  who  find  fault  with  everv 
thing  out  of  the  common  road ;  and  in  thb,  as  well  as  in  all  other 
places,  where  it  falls  in  my  wav,  shall  make  it  my  endeavour  to 
lead  hini  into  the  hiunoun  and  very  souls  of  the  Manx  people. 
They  say,  that  an  appantion,  called  in  tlicir  language  the  Mauthe 
Doog,  in  Ihc  shape  of  a  Ivre  blank  spaniel  with  curled  shaggy 
hair,  was  used  to  haunt  Peel  Castle,  and  has  bcra  ftequently  seen 
in  everi  rmm.  but  particularly  in  the  guard  chamber,  vrhere.  as 
•oon  as  candles  wore  lighted,  it  came  and  lay  down  before  llio 
^,  in  presence  of  all  the  soldiers,  who  at  length,  by  being  so 
much  aecu«tom«d  to  ihe  sight  of  it.  lost  great  part  of  the  terrr- 
they  H tre  setzen  with  at  its  first  appoarance.  They  still,  how- 
ever, retained  a  certain  awe,  as  believing  it  waa  an  evil  spirit 
which  only  waited  permission  to  do  them  hurt,  and  for  that  rea- 
oon  furi>oro  swearing  and  all  profane  discours(«  while  in  its  com- 
Kiny.  But  though  they  endured  the  sho^k  of  such  a  cuest  when 
altogether  in  a  body,  none  cared  to  be  left  alone  with  it ;  tt  beina 
the  custom,  therefore,  for  one  of  the  sojdien  to  lock  the  gates  oT 
the  eastle  at  a  oerUin  hour,  and  carry  the  keys  to  tbe  ca|)tain.  to 
vhow  apartmoot.  at  I  aaid  before,  tbe  way  lad  through  a  chuich. 


Julian  answered  by  inqjoiring  the  meauogsf  tfaa 
sudden  moveaient. 

**Upon  my  w  td,**  replied  tbe  Earl,  **jwi  know 
nearly  as  mucl.  of  it  as  I  do.  My  mother  has  loU 
me  nothing  al)out  it ;  supposing,  I  believe,  (bit  I 
shall  at  length  be  tempted  to  inquire  i  but  she  wQI 
find  herself  much  mistaken.  I  shall  give  ber  credit 
for  full  wisdom  in  her  proceedings,  rather  tkio  pit 
her  to  the  trouble  to  render  a  reason,  thou^  oe 
woman  can  render  one  better.'' 

\*  Come,  come ;  this  is  affectation  my  good  friead,* 
said  Julian.  "Tou  should  inquire  into  iheee  gut 
ters  a  little  more  curiously." 

"To  what  purpose  1"  said  the  Eari.  "To  bar 
old  stories  about  the  Tinwald  laws,  and  the  con- 
tending risfhts  of  the  lords  and  tbe  .clergy^  and  ili 
the  rest  of  that  Celtic  barbarism,  which,  like  Bnr- 
gesse's  thorough-paced  doctrine,  enters  at  one  eir. 
paces  through,  and  soes  out  at  the  other  T' 

"Come,  my  lord,^'  said  Julian,  "you  are  not » 
indifferent  as  you  would  represent  yourMlf-tca 
are  dying  of  cariosity  to  know  wbst  this  honr  ii 
about;  only  you  thmk  it  the  courtly  hnmoor  to 
appear  careless  about  your  own  aflTairs. ' 

"Why,  what  should  it  be  about,"  said  the  jam 
Earl,  unless  some  factious  dispute  between  oi 
Msjesty's  minister.  Governor  Nowel,  and  otir  m 
sals  ?  or  perhaps  some  dispute  betwixt  our  JAij/Btf 
and  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdictions?  for  all  wnick, 
our  Majesty  cares  as  little  as  any  king  in  ChriMi- 
dom." 

"  I  had  rather  suppose  there  is  intdligMiee  fim 
England,"  aaid  Julivn.  "  I  heard  last  night  in  Fed* 
town,  that  Greeohalgh  is  come  over  with  nnpleiiiM 
news." 

they  agi«ed  among  themseNcs,  that  whoever  was  tossoMdUkt 
ensuinff  niriit,  his  Ibllow  in  this  emnd  akonki  sniii«/M» 
that  went  nnt.  and  by  ihia  rooana,  no  man  wouM  It  mmm 
singly  to  the  danger ;  for  1  forgot  to  mention  thai  IM  Xioi 
Doog  was  ah¥ays  seen  to  come  out  tnan  that  passsgeslthrdM 
of  day,  and  return  to  it  again  aa  aoon  aa  the  monteavw*. 
which  made  tJiem  look  on  this  place  as  ita  peculiar  rflwnee.  Om 
night  a  fellow  being  dmok,  and  by  the  strength  of  liiiilsiBDi{«^ 
dered  murv  darhig  than  ordinary,  laughed  at  the  mmdkAi « ■<■ 
companions,  and  though  it  was  not  hia  turn  to  go  wak  tbe  mi*. 
would  needs  takp  llatt  office  upon  him,  to  testjty  te  wt» 
All  the  soldien  eadaavoured  lo  diasuade  him,  hut  tfas  aiore  ao 
said,  the  more  resolute  he  seemed,  and  awore  thsS  he  Min A 
thhtg  more  than  that  IHauthe  Doo«  would  follow ' 
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the  boldness  to  see  what  oeeasioncd  it,  till  tL»  m^,-^ —  ->  -^ 
ing.  they  demanded  the  knowledge  of  him ;  but  as  load  sirf  sdr 
as  he  had  been  at  leaving  them,  he  i»tu  now  faceome  lobff  >■ 
silent  enough,  for  he  was  never  heard  to  speak  more ;  and  wp 
all  the  time  he  lived,  which  was  throe  days,  he  was  satrestH  « 
all  who  came  near  him.  either  to  speak,  or.  if  he  eoald  not* 
that,  to  make  some  signs,  by  which  they  nnm  nndosuad  wM 
had  happened  to  him.  yet  nothing  intelligibto  eouU  bs  got  rmi 
him,  only,  tlmt  by  the  distortion  oThis  limha  and  fiwtiirM.  itamk 
he  guessed  that  he  died  in  acoiiies  more  than  Is  eommsn  disj» 
hiral  death.  Tbe  Mauthe  Doog  was,  hovrever,  neter  sees  slat 
in  the  castle^  nor  would  any  one  attempt  to  n>  tkraugk  tkst  m 
nee,  for  which  reason  it  was  closed  up.  and  another  vsr  no^ 
This  accident  happened  about  threescore  }'eara  sines,  snd  i  MM 
it  attested  by  several.  Iiut  especially  br  an  old  sohtier,  «tesa«i 
me  ho  had  seen  it  ofiener  than  he  had  then  hain  on  wiig 
Having  taken  notjcc  of  every  thing  remarkable  n  theckraj^ 
I  bf>lieve  my  reader  will  be  impatient  to  come  to  the  castJs  mm 
which,  in  spite  of  the  magnificence  the  pride  of  modsra  sgwi" 
adomcd  the  nalaces  of  pnnces  with,  exceeds  not  only  ewgil^ 
I  have  seen,  but  aim  read  of,  in  noMcness  of  stnidure.  Tawp 
now  no  more  tluin  a  garruon  for  soldiers,  you  cannot  enter  it.vSf 
out  beinf  struck  with  a  vcnnaliun,  which  the  most  lieaatnwinr 
inn  of  later  yean  cannot  Inspire  you  with :  tbe  lafgfiyty 
loAiness  of  the  rooms,  tbe  vast  echo  resounding  thrwni  tsA 
the  many  winding  galleries,  tbe  prospect  of  the  sea,  •«>  the  sMjfc 
which,  by  reason  of  the  height  of  the  place,  seen  bat  ueM^ 
floating  on  the  waves,  make  you  foacy  rounelf  in  a  supenorwe" 
what  the  rest  of  mankind  inhaUt.  and  fill  you  with  eooteniiWiffi 


Oriental  languages,  and  bearing  date  before  the  CbnstiM  en^s 
certainly  aa  much  exaggerated  as  the  story  of  the  MtUWvJR 
itself  ft  would  be  very  deairablo  to  find  out  the  nieaniag  of  W 
word  Mauthe  in  Me  Manx  language.  wMch  is  a  diajbet  aw 
Gaelic.  I  observe,  that  maithe  in  Gaelic,  amongst  other  sm 
ratmns,  has  that  of  aerf v«  or  tpeedy:  and  al».  «!?«.■  *?£ 
Richard  n.,  mentioned  by  Froissart.  and  supposed  to  jotanatsM 
foil  of  his  master's  authority,  by  1ea\ing  him  and&wptog.c«w^ 
lingbroke,  was  t«raaod  Mauthe ;  but  n5ther  of  thwa  partigwt 
tends  lo  explain  tfau  wry  imoresiive  atorv  of  thi  vmmn  v^ 
ofPaelCastlab 
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U  brought  m«  nothing  that  was  irfeaaant,  I 
well,"  said  th«  Earl.  ^I  expected  aomething 
St.  Evremond  or  Hamilton— some  new  plays 
ryden  or  Lee,  and  some  wagserv  or  lampoons 
the  Rose  Cofiee-house}  ana  ine  fellow  has 
|ht  mo  nothing  but  a  parcel  of  tracta  about 
imanta  and  Papists,  and  a  folio  play-book,  one 
$  conceptions,  as  she  calls  them,  of  that  old 
woman  the  Duchess  of  Newcastle." 
losb,  my  lord,  for  Heaven's  sake,'*  said  Pere- 
'here  comes  tne  Countess;  and  ^ou  know  she 
I  fire  at  the  least  slight  to  her  ancient  firiend." 
At  her  read  her  ancient  friend's  works  herself, 
I*  said  the  Earl,  "  and  think  her  as  wise  as  she 
but  I  would  not  give  one  of  Waller's  songs, 
Riham's  satires,  for  a  whole  cart-load  of  her 
^8  trash.— But  here  comes  our  mother,  with 
^  her  brow," 

^  Countess  of  .Derby  entered  the  apartment 
gdingly,  holding  in  hfer  hand  a  number  of  papers, 
iress  was  a  mourning  habit,  with  a  deep  train 
Ml.  velvet,  which  was  borne  by  a  little  favourite 
liant,  a  deaf  and  dumb  mrl,  whom,  in  coropas- 
ID  her  misfortune,  the  Countess  had  educated 
\  her  peraon  for  some  years.  Upon  this  un- 
'  le  being,  with  the  touch  of  romance  which 
I  many  of  her  proceedings,  Lady  Derby  had 
id  the  name  of  Fenella.  after  some  ancient 
I  of*  the  island.  The  Countess  herself  was 
,  changed  since  we  last  presented  her  to 
_JB.  Age  had  rendered  her  step  more  slow, 
,  less  majestic;  and  while  it  traced  some 
I  on  her  brow,  had  failed  to  quench  the 
I  of  her  dark  eye.  The  young  men  rose  to 
sr  with  the  formal  reverence  which  they 
\  loved,  and  were  greeted  by  her  with  equal 

Bin  Peveril,"  she  said, '  (for  so  she  always 
Julian^  in  respect  of  his  mother  being  a  kins- 
■lof  her  husband,)  "you  were  ill  abroad  last 
iwben  we  much  needed  your  counsel." 
^n  answered  with  a  blush  which  he  could  not 
ot,  '*That  he  had  followed  his  sport  amonjs 
mountains  too  far— had  returned  late— and  find- 
\m  ladv9hip  was  removed  from  Castletown^  had 
Dtly  followed  the  fiamily  hither ;  but  as  the 
^•bell  was  rung,  and  the  watch  set,  he  had 
ad  if  more  respectful  to  lodge  for  the  night  in 
k>wn." 

iis  well,"  said  the  Countess;  "and,  to  do  you 
ft,  Jolian,  you  are  seldom  a  truant  neglecter 
pointed  hours,  though^  like  the  rest  of  the 
of  this  age,  yon  sometimes  suffer  your  sports 
leume  too  much  of  time  that  should  be  spent 
viae.  But  for  your  friend  Philip,  be  is  an 
id  contemner  of  good  order,  and  seems  to  find 
va  in  wasting  time,  even  when  he  does  not 

lave  been  enjoying  my  time  just  now  at  least^" 
IS  Earl,  risingfrom  the  table,  and  picking  his 
iarelessly.  "These  fresh  mullets  are  delicious, 
f  is  the  Laclirymffi  ChristL  I  pray  you  to  sit 
to  breakfast,  Julian,  and  partake  the  goods  my 
ibreaif^ht  has  provided.  Never  was  King  of 
hearer  being  left  to  the  mercy  of  the  execrable 
I  of  his  dominions.  Old  Griffiths  wouM  never, 
midat  of  our  speedy  retreat  of  last  night,  have 
iiae  enough  to  secure  a  few  flasks,  had  I  not 
mm  a  hint  on  that  important  subject.  But 
p  of  mind  amid  danger  and  tumult,  is  a  jewel 
biways  pobsessed." 

nah,  then.  Philip,  you  would  exert  it  to  better 
k**  said  the  Countess,  half  smiling,  half  dis- 
h  for  she  doted  upon  her  son  with  all  a  mo- 
Imdncsfl,  even  when  she  was  most  an^ry  with 
IbeinK  deficient  in  the  peculiar  and  chivalrous 
lion  which  had  distinguished  his  father,  and 
nraa  so  analogous  to  her  oWn  romantic  and 
BBded  character.  "Lend  me  your  signet," 
Bed  with  a  sigh:  "for  it  were,  I  fear,  vain  to 
h  to  read  over  these  despatches  from  England, 
pseute  the  warrants  which  I  have  thought  ne- 
f  to  prepare  in  consequence." 
r  flgnet  you  shall  command  with  all  my  heart, 


nadam,"  aaid  Sari  Philip;  "but  spare  me  the  n«?i« 
aion  of  what  you  are  much  more  capable  to  decide 
upon.  I  am,  you  know,  a  most  complete  Boi/aine- 
ofU,  and  never  once  interfered  with  iny  Maire  <U 
palai*  in  her  proceedings." 

The  Countess  made  signs  to  her  little  train-bear- 
er, who  immediately  went  to  seek  for  wax  and  a  . 
light,  with  which  she  presently  returned. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  Countess  continued,  address- 
ing Peveril.  "Philip  does  himself  less  than  justice 
When  you  were  absent,  Julian,  (for  if  you  had  been 
here  I  would  have  given  you  the  credit  of  prompting 
your  friend,)  he  had  a  apirited  controversy  with  the 
Biahop,  for  an  attempt  to  enforce  spiritual  censures 
against  a  poor  wretch,  by  confining  her  in  the  vault 
under  the  chapel."* 

"  Do  not  think  better  of  me  than  I  deserve,"  said 
the  Earl  to  Peveril ;  "  my  mother  has  omitted  to  tell 
you  the  culprit  was  pretty  Peggy  of  Ramsey,  and  her 
crime  what  in  Cupid's  courts  would  have  been  called 
a  peccadillo." 

Do  not  make  yourself  worse  than  yon  are,"  re- 
plied Peveril,  who  observed  the  Countess's  cheek 
redden,—"  you  know  you  would  have  done  as  much 
for  the  oldest  and  poorest  cripple  in  the  island.  Why, 
the  vault  is  under  the  burial  ground  of  the  chapel, 
and,  for  aught  I  know,  under  tiie  ocean  itself,  sudi 
a  roaring  do  the  waves  make  in  its  vicinity.  I  think 
no  one  could  remain  there  long,  and  retain  his 
reason." 

"  It  is  an  infernal  hole,"  answered  the  Eari,  "  and  I 
will  have  it  built  up  one  day— that  ia  full  certain.— 
But  hold— hold— for  God's  sake,  madam— what  are 
you  going  to  do  1— Look  at  the  seal  before  you  put  it 
to  the  wanrant-^^ou  will  see  it  is  a  choice  antkrae 
cameo  Cupid,  riding  on  a  flying  fish— I  had  it  for 
twenty  xecnins,  from  Signer  Furabosoo  at  Rome— a 
most  curious  matter  for  an  antiquary,  but  which  will 
add  little  faith  to  a  Manx  warrant.'^ 

"  How  can  you  trifle  thus,  you  simple  boy  1"  said 
the  Countess,  with  vexaiion  in  her  tone  and  look. 
"Let  me  have  your  signet,  or  rather,  take  theao 
warrants^  and  sign  them  yourself." 

"  My  signet— my  signet— Oh  I  you  mean  that  with 
the  three  monstrous  legs,  which  I  suppose  was  de- 
vised as  the  moat  prc^^teroufs  device,  to  represent 
our  most  absurd  Majesty  of  Man.— The  signet— I 
have  not  seen  it  since  I  ^ave  it  to  Gibbon,  my  mon- 
key, to  play  with. — ^Hedid  whine  for  it  most  piteous- 
ly— I  hope  he  has  ndt  gemmed  the  green  breast  of 
ocear  with  my  symbol  of  sovereignty  I" 

"Now,  by  Heaven,"  said  theCounteas,  trembling, 
and  colouring  deeply  with  anger,  "  it  was  your 
father's  signet !  the  last  pledfl[e  wnich  he  sent,  with 
his  love  to  ms,  and  his  blessing  to  thee,  the  night 
before  they  murdered  him  at  Bolton !" 

"  Mother,  dearest  mother/'  said  the  Earl,  startled 
out  of  his  apathy,  and  taking  her  hand,  which  he 
kissed  tenderly,  I  did  but  jest— the  si^et  is  safe— 
Peveril  knows  that  it  is  so.— Go  fetch  it,  Julian,  for 
Heaven' a  sake— here  are  my  keys— it  is  in  the  left-^ 
hand  drawer  of  my  travelling  cabinet.— Nay,  mother, 
forgive  me-^t  was  but  a  mauvaUe  platsanterU ; 
only  an  ill-imagined  jest,  ungracioua  and  in  baa 
taate,  I  alto  w— but  only  one  of  Philip's  follies.  Look 
at  me,  dearest  mother,  and  forgive  me!" 

The  Countess  turned  her  eyes  towards  him,  firom 
which  the  tears  were  fast  falling. 

"  Philip."  she  said,  "you  try  me  too  unkindly,  and 
too  severely.  If  times  are  changed,  as  I  have  heard 
you  allege— if  the  dignity  of  rank,  and  the  high  feel- 
mgs  of  honour  and  duty,  are  now  drowned  in  giddy 
jests  and  trifling  pursuits,  let  me  at  leaat,  who  live 
secluded  from  all  others,  die  without  perceiving  the 

*  Beneath  the  only  one  of  the  four  churches  in  Cutle  Rosfain. 
wMch  M  or  was  kept  a  little  in  repair, »  a  prison  or  dunceon,  flu  ^ 
eccleeiasttcal  oAenden.  "  Thie,"  says  Waldroii. "  in  certainly  one 
of  the  most  dreadful  ulaoee  that  imaiinatlon  can  form ;  the  Mt 
Pint  under  it  tbrouf  h  the  hollowa  or  the  rock  with  such  a  ooa* 
ttnual  roar,  tharyou  woqH  ihink  it  were  every  moment  breaking 
I  upon  yoa.  and  over  it  art  be  vaults  for  Imiyinf  the  dead.  The 
lair*  deeoendinff  to  this  plaee  of  t««rroffB  are  not  above  thirty,  but 


so  steep  and  nannw,  tliat  they  are  very  diflSeult  to  so  down.  A 
child  of  ciffht  or  nine  years  not  being  able  to  naes  tbHm  but  iido* 
ways."— WALDmoN's  Deteriptton  qf  Vu  IsU  qfHan,  in  JU§ 
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dMB^  wfaiefa  hts  h«pp^h0il*  tta!*  Aoim  all.  wiHknH 
perodving  it  in  mine  own  son.  Let  roe  not  learn  the 
general  prevaienoe  of  this  levity,  which  laughs  at 
every  sense  of  dignity  or  doty,  through  your  personai 

disrespect— Let  me  not  think  that  wnen  I  die" 

"  Speak  nothing  of  it,  mother,"  said  theEarl,  in- 
termpttng  her  affeetionstely.  ^  It  is  true,  I  cannot 
promise  to  be  aU  my  father  and  his  fotlien  were : 
for  we  wear  ailk  vests  for  their  steel  coats,  and 
feathered  beayers  for  their  created  helmets.  Bat 
hetieve  me,  thoo^  to  be  an  abaolotie  PaUnerin  of 
England  ia  not  m  my  nature,  no  son  ever  feved  a 
mother  more  dearly,  or  would  do  more  to  oblige  her. 
And  that  you  may  own  *his^  I  will  forthwith  not  only 
seal  the  warrants,  to  the  great  endangennent  of  my 
precious  fingers,  but  also  read  the  aame  from  ehd  to 
end.  aa  well  as  the  despatches  thereunto  appertain- 


n: 


_i  mother  is  easily  appeased,  even  when  most  of- 
fended I  and  it  was  with  an  expanding  heart  that 
the  Countess  saw  her  son's  very  handsome  features, 
while  reading  these  papers,  aettle  into  an  expression 
of  deeo  seriousness,  such  as  they  seldom  wore.  It 
seemed  to  her  as  if  the  family  hkeness  to  his  gallant 
bat  unfortunate  father  inersaaod,  when  the  expres- 
■km  of  their  countenances  became  similar  in  gra- 
vit]^.  The  Rari  had  no  sooner  perused  the  despatches, 
which  he  did  with  great  attention,  than  he  rose  and 
said,  "Julian,  come  with  me." 

The  Countess  looked  surprised.  "  I  was  wont  to 
■hare  your  father's  counsels,  my  son,'*  she  said ; 
"  but  do  not  thmk  that  I  wish  to  intrude  myself  upon 
yours.  I  am  loo  well  pleased  to  see  yon  assume  the 
power  and  the  duty  of  thmking  for  yourself;  which  is 
what  I  have  so  long  uiged  you  to  do.  Neverthdess, 
my  experience,  who  have  been  so  long  administrator 
of  your  authority  in  Man,  might  not,  I  think,  be 
■operflonus  to  the  matter  in  hand." 

''  Hold  roe  excused,  dearest  mother,"  ssid  the 
Garl,  gravely.  "The  interference  was  none  of  my 
seeking  I  had  you  tak^  your  own  course,  without 
oonsulting  me,  it  had  been  well  t  but  since  I  have 
entered  on  the  afrair-~and  it  appears  sufficiently  im- 
portant^! must  transact  it  to  the  best  of  my  own 
abiUty." 

"Go,  then,  my  son,"  said  the  Countess,  "  and  may 
Heaven  enlighten  thee  with  its  counsel,  since  thou 
wilt  have  none  of  mine.— I  trost  that  you.  Master 
Pev«riL  will  remind  him' of  what  is  fit  for  his  own 
honour ;  and  that  only  a  coward  abandons  his  rights, 
and  only  a  fool  trusts  his  enemies." 

The  Earl  answered  not,  but,  taking  Peveril  by  the 
«rm,  led  him  up  a  winding  stair  to  nis  own  apart- 
ment, and  fn>m  thence  into  a  projecting  turret,  where, 
amidst  the  roar  of  waves  and  sea-mew^  clang,  he 
held  with  him  the  following  conversation* 

"Peveril,  it  is  well  I  looRed  into  these  warrants. 

My  mother-queens  it  at  such  a  rate  as  may  cost  me 

not  only  my  crown,  which  I  care  little  for.  but  per- 

hapf  ir    head,  whicit,  though  others  may  think  little 

^  of  It,  I  \Muld  feel  it  an  inconvenience  to  be  deprived 

♦ot" 

**  What  on  earth  is  the  matter  7"  said  Peveril,  with 
■onsiderable  anxiety. 

"  It  seems,"  said  the  Earl  of  Derby,  "  that  Okl 
England,  who  takes  a  frolicsome  bram- fever  once 
■very  two  or  thrse  years,  for  the  benefit  of  her  doc- 
tors, and  the  punficati^n  of  the  torpid  lethargy 
brought  on  by  peace  and  prosperity,  is  now  gone 
stark  staring  mad  on  the  subject  of  a  real  or  supposed 
Popish  PloL  I  read  one  programme  on  the  suoject, 
bv  a  fellow  called  Oaies,  aiM  thought  it  the  most 
absurd  foolery  I  ever  perused.  But  that  cunning 
fellow  Shaftesbury,  and  some  others  amongst  the 
great  ones,  have  taken  it  up,  and  are  driving  on  at 
such  a  rate  as  makes  harness  crack,  and  norses 
smoke  for  it.  The  King,  who  has  sworn  never  to 
kiss  the  pillow  his  father  went  to  sleep  on,  tenipo- 
nxes  and  gives  way 'to  the  current;  the  Duke  of 
York^  suspected  and  hated  on  account  of  his  religion, 
IS  about  to  be  driven  to  the  continent;  several  prin- 
cipal Catholic  nobles  are  in  the  Tower  already ;  and 
ihc  nation,  like  a  bull  at  Tuibury-ruoning,  is  per- 
iscttted  with  so  many  inflammatory  rumours  and 


psMHent  pamphleia,  that  she  hM  cocked  ha  ti, 
fiung  ap  her  KeelSi  taken  the  bit  between  her  teei 
and  IS  as  furiously  unmanageable  as  in  the  yeir  iMr 

"All  thia  you  must  have  known  alreedr"  ■§ 
Peveril ;  "  I  wonder  yon  told  me  not  of  newi  n  m 
portant." 

"  It  would  have  taken  long  to  tell,"  spidibeEal! 
"moreover,  I  desired  to  have  you  nbu;  ttivAii 
was  about  to  speak  when  my  mother  entered  ^w, 
to  conclude,  it  was  no  business  of  mine.  But  tioi 
despatches  of  my  politic  mother's  privite  con» 
pondent  put  a  now  face  on  the  whole  matter:  fivh 
seems  some  of  the  informers-^a  trade  which,  uii^ 
become  a  thriving  one,  is  now  pursued  by  migf* 
have  dared  to  glance  at  the  Countess  herself  Ml 
agent  in  this  same  plot— ay,  and  have  foond  te 
that  are  willing  enouaih  to  believe  their  report" 

"On  mine  honour,"  said  PeveriL  "yoiibothlfe 
it  with  great  coolness.  I  think  the  Counieii  U 
mors  composed  of  the  two ;  for,  except  her  m»  ; 
ment  hither,  she  exhibited  no  mark  of  aiam,  m, 
moreover,  seemed  no  way  more  anxknis  lo  eoam* 
nicate  the  matter  to  your  lordship  than  deea^ 
rendered  neeessary." 

"  My  good  mother."  said  the  Bail,  "lore M 
though  It  has  cost  her  dear.  I  wish  I  cooMJi 
say  that  my  neglect  of  business  ia  entirelT  tflW 
in  order  to  leave  it  in  her  hand^  but,  that  bit 
RK>tive  combines  with  natural  indolence.  B«b 
seems  to  have  feared  I  should  not  think  eziedyB 
her  in  this  emergency,  and  she  was  right  ia  # 


the  emergency  upon  jonTd 
^at  form  does  the  danger  turn 


ing  so.' 

"How  comes 
Julian ;  "  and  what  form  does  the  danger  i 

"Marry,  thus  it  is,"  said  the  Eail:^'IoMd« 
bid  you  remerober  the  afl^ir  of  Colood  Cbrfitii 
That  man,  besides  bis  widow,  who  ia  powMM  4 
large  property— Dame  Christian  of  lirk-l^Mtv 
whom  you  have  often  heard  of,  and  pirbpt  Nca 
left  a  brother  called  Edward  ChriauiB,wtiom5i 
never  saw  at  all.  Now  this  brother-^nt  I  due  s 
you  know  all  about  it?" 

"  Not  I,  on  my  honour,"  said  Peveril  j  "yw  > 
the  Countess  seldom  or  never  alludes  to  the  no 

-Why,"  replied  the  Earl,  "I  believe  in  her]] 
sha  is  something  ashamed  of  that  gallant  r^ 
royal tsr  and  supreme  jurisdiction,  the  codmj 
of  which  maimed  my  estate  so  crueHy.—Wel] 
sin,  this  same  Edward  Christian  waa  onei 
dempsters  at  the  time,  and,  naturally  enoo^ 
unwilling  to  concur  in  the  sentence  which  ad|r 
his  ainf  to  be  shot  like  a  dog.    My  rooiherJ 
was  then  in  htjrii  force,  and  not  to  be  co°^  j 
any  one,  would  have  served  the  dempater  jHaJ 
same  sauce  with  which  she  dressed  hia  brotha 
he  not  been  wise  enou^^h  to  fly  fiom  the » 
Since  that  time,  the  thing  hns  slept  on  all  hi^ 
and  though  we  knew  that  Dempster  Chriatian  I 
occasionally  sectet  visits  to  his  friends  in  the  M 
along  with  two  or  three'other  Paritona  of  the  s 
stamp,  and  particularly  a  prick-eared  rom  o 
Bridgenorth,  brother-in-law  to  the  decaxAjpM 
mother,  thank  Heaven,  has  hitherto  bad  their 
to  connive  atthom,  though,  for«ome«asooorfl^ 
she  holds  this  Bridgetiortb  in  especial  ais»v<^ 

"And"  why,"  saidPeveril,  forcing  hmiselftof" 
in  order  to  conceal  the  very  unpleasant  rorpnaeii 
he  felt,  "  why  does  the  Countess  now  depart  or' 
prudent  a  line  of  conduct?"  , 

"  You  must  know  the  case  is  now  differfflt  . 
rogues  are  not  satisfied  with  tolerationT-tw  * 
have  supremacy.    They  have  found  fr'^^^'JJJ 
present  heat  of  the  popular  mind.    My  w"^ 
name,  and  especially  tliat  of  her  confessor^ 
the  Jesuit,  have  been  mentioned  in  this  v 
maze  of  a  plot,  which,  if  any  such  at  all  «**! 
knows  as  little  of  as  you  orL    However,  «*■ 
Catholic,  and  that  is  enough ;  and  I  havent'ieflf- 
that  if  the  fellows  could  seize  on  our  scrap  of  a  i 
dom  here,  and  cut  all  our  throats,  they  ^»"'*lf^ 
the  thanks  of  the  present  house  of  Cp™™^J 
wHIinely  as  old  Christian  had  those  of  theRiinft » 
a  similar  service."  „   ,.   .  ,^ 

"From  whence  did  you  receivs  all  ttaf  imw^ 


toxvi] 


nsvno.  OP  THB  nux. 


Jksiohi8ii< 


the 


bar*  audPeroril,  anui   , . 

•me  eflbrt  which  a  man  makes  who  talks  io  his  sleep. 

"Akirick  has  seen  the  Puke  of  York  in  secret, 
nd  bis  Royal  Highoessi  who  wept  while  he  con- 
MKd  his  want  of  pow«r  to  pfoteet  his  friends— and 
1  k  no  trine  will  wring  tears  from  him^-told  him  to 
wA  tts  information  that  we  should  look  to  our  safe- 
ly^ that  Dempster  Christian  and  Bridgenorth  were 
iv»  island,  with  secret  and  severe  orders;  that 
im  had  formed  a  considerable  party  there,  and  were 
kuy  to  be  owned  and  protected  in  any  thing  they 
mht  undertake  against  us.  The  people  of  Ramsey 
|0  Castletown  an  unluckily  discontented  about 
me  new  regulation  of  the  imposts ;  and,  to  tail 
IP  (he  truthj  though  I  thought  yesterday's  sudden 
iROTe  a  whim  of  mv  mothdPs,  I  am  almost  satis- 
H  they  would  have  blockaded  us  in  Rushia  Castle, 
h«e  we  could  not  have  held  out  for  lack  of  pro- 
pans.  Here  we  are  better  aupplied,  and,  as  we  are 
jour  guard,  it  is  liksly  the  intended  riwiK  wiU  not 
m  place." 

"Tiind  what  is  to  be  done  in  thii  emaisanBy  1"  said 
peril 

*That  is  the  venr  eueetion,  my  gentle  ooi,"  an- 
rand  the  Earl,  lay  mother  sees  but  one  way  of 
tag  to  work,  and  that  is  by  roval  authoiitv.  Hera 
t  lie  warranu  she  had  pnpared,  to  search  for,  take, 
f  apprehend  the  bodies  of  Edward  Chrisdao  and 
part— no,  Ralph  Bridgenortb,  and  bring  them  to 
Hant  trial  No  doubt,  she  would  soon  have  had 
pa  in  the  Castle  court,  with  a  down  of  the  old 
■lehlocka  levelled  againat  theo-^that  is  her  wtay 

solving  all  sudden  difficulties." 
'*1h|t  ill  which  I  truet  you  do  noi  acquiesce^  my 
id,"  answered  Poveril,  whose  thoughts  instantly 
mtti  to  Alice,  if  they  ooukt  ever  be  aaid  to  be  ab- 
Pl/h)m  her. 

'IVulv,  I  aoqaiesoe  in  no  such  matter,"  said  the 
Hi  ^  William  Christian's  desth-  cost  me  a  fair 
if  of  my  inheritance.  I  have  no  lan^  to  iall  under 
I  displeasure  of  my  royal  brother,  King  Charles, 
M  new  escapade  of  the  same  kind.  But  how  to 
ffy  my  mother.  I  know  not.  1  wish  the  tnsumc- 
rwould  take  place,  and  then,  as  we  an  better  pro* 
(d  than  they  can  be,  we  might  knock  the  knavea 
Ube  head  t  and  yet,  aince  they  begun  the  iiray«  we 
lid  keep  the  law  on  oior  side." 
IVere  it  not  better"  said  Peveril^  "if  by  aov 
■18  these  men  could  be  induoed  to^iitthe  island  1" 
llarely,"  replied  the  Earl}  ''but  that  will  be  no 
r  matter— they  an  stubborn  on  ivinciple,  and 
\ty  threats  will  not  move  them.  This  storm-blast 
London  ia  wind  in  their  aaila,  and  thev  will  ran 
9  length,  you  may  depend  on  it  I  nave  aent 
prs,  however,  to  clap  up  the  Manxmen  upon 
^e  assistance  they  depended,  and  if  I  can  find 
fwo  worthies  themselvea,  hera  are  sloops  enough 
the  harbour— I  will  take  the  freedom  to  send 
B  oa  a  pntty  distant  voyage,  and  I  hope  matters 
t  be  nettled  befora  they  ratum  to  give  an  account 


A  this  moment  a  aoUier  belongittg  to  the  aarri- 
ached  the  two  young  men,  with  many  bows 

IS  of  respect.    "How  now,  friend?**  said 

Earl  to  him.    *' Leave  oflT  thy  courteaiea,  and 


thy  busineaa." 

!lie  man,  who  was  a  native  islander,  anewered 

ianx,  that  he  had  a  letter  for  his  honour,  Master 

inn  Peveril    Julian  anatchod  the  billet  hastily, 

I  aaked  whence  it  came. 

It  was  delivered  to  him  by  a  yoong  woman,"  the 

per  replied,  "  who  had  given  him  a  piece  of  money 

Uiver  it  into  Master  Peveril's  own  hand." 

n*hau  art  a  lucky  fellow,  Julian,"  said  the  Earl 

|[th  that  grave  brow  of  thine,  and  thy  character 

riobriety  and  early  wisdom,  you  set  the  giris 

and 
less 

iUct-doux." "       " 

"his  the  jronng  Earl  said  with  a  smUe  of  conscious 

tmph,  as  in  fact  he  valued  himself  not  a  little  upon 
interest  which  he  supposed  himself  to  possess 

liibp  lair  sag. 


Meanwhfla  the  lettsr  impressed  op  Pavarfl  a  diifcr. 
ent  train  of  thou^ta  from  what  hia  oempanion 
apprahended.  It  was  in  Alice's  hand,  aad  contained 
these  few  words  t^ 

"  I  fear  what  I  am  gomg  to  do  is  wrong ;  but  I 
must  see  you.  Meet  me  at  noon  at  Ctoddard  Cio* 
van's  Stone,  with  as  much  sscrecy  as  yoa  may." 

The  letta  was  signed  only  with  the  mitials  A.  B. ; 
but  Julian  had  no  difficulty  in  recogniaing  the  hand- 
writing, which  he  had  otken  seen,  and  which  was 
ramarKably  beaotifol.  He  atood  euspended.  for  ho 
saw  the  difficulty  and  impropriety  of  withdrawin|( 
himself  from  the  Countess  aiid  hia  friend  at  this 
moment  of  impending  danger  i  and  yet,  to  neglect 
this  invitation  was  not  to  be  thought  ot  He  paused 
in  the  utmost  peiplezity. 

"  Shall  I  read  your  riddle  7"  said  the  Eari.  "  Go 
when  love  calls  you— I  will  make  an  excuse  to  ray 
mother-Hinly,  most  grave  anchorite  be  henafler 
more  indulfpnt  to  the  failings  of  othen  than  yo« 
have  been  hitherto^  and  blaapheme  not  the  power  of 
the  little  deity." 

**  Nay,  but,  Conain  Deii>y" said  Peveril  and 

atopped  abort,  for  he  really  Jtnew  not  what  to  aay. 
Secured  himseu  by  a  virtuous  passion  from  the  con- 
Ugious  infiuence  of  the  time,  he  had  seen  with  refpec 
his  noble  kinsman  mingle  oMHre  in  itainwgulantiea 
than  he  approved  o^  and  had  sometimes  played  the 
part  of  a  monitor.  Circumatancea  aeemed  al  nra- 
aent  to  g;ive  the  Earl  a  right  of  ntaliation.  He  kept 
his  eye  fixed  on  his  friend,  as  if  he  waited  till  he 
should  compleie  his  asnience^  and  at  length  exclaim- 
e(i,  '*What!  coosii^  quite  a-la-mortl  <X  most  Judi«> 
cioos  Julian  1  O,  most  precise  Peveril!  have  you 
bestowed  so  much  wisdom  on  md  that  you  have 
none  left  foryouraelf  1  Com  a  be  frank-*-tell  me  name 
and  plaoe-^r  sav  hut  the  colour  of  the  eyes  of  the 
most  emphatic  ane^-or  do  but  let  me  bave  the  plea- 
suEc  to  hear  thee  say,  *  I  love  1'— oonfees  one  touch  of 
human  fraiky--HM>ujugate  the  verb  amo,  and  I  will 
be  a  gentle  school-master;  and  you  shall  have,  as 
father  Richarda  used  to  sav,  whan  we  were  tuidar  his 
ferule,  ^UeenUa  exeundu* 

"  Eiyoy  your  pleasant  humour  at  my  expense^  my 
lord,"  said  Peveril  i  "  I  fairiy  will  confess  thus  raiuch, 
that  I  would  fein,  if  it  consisted  with  my  honour 
and  your  aafety,  have  two  houra  at  my  own  disposal : 
the  mora  eapeoially  as  the  manner  in  which  I  shall 
empl<Mr  them  may  much  concern  the  aafety  of  the 
ialancl" 

"  Very  likely.  I  dare  say,"  answered  the  Earl,  still 
laughii^  "  No  doubt  you  are  summoned  out  by 
some  Lady  Politic  Wouklbe  of  the  iale,  to  talk  over 
some  of  the  breaat-biwas  but  never  mind-^,  and 
go  speedily,  that  you  may  return  as  quick  as  possi- 
ble. I  expect  no  immediate  explosion  of  this  grand 
conspiracy.  When  the  rogues  see  us  on  our  guard, 
they  will  be  cautious  bow.  they  break  out.  Only, 
once  more,  make  hastoi" 

Peveril  thought  this  Isst  advice  was  not  to  be 
ncslecied  s  and;  glad  to  extricato  himself  from  the 
raillery  of  his  cousin^  walked  down  towards  the  gate 
of  the  Castle,  meaning  to  cross  over  to  the  village, 
and  there  take  horse  at  the  Earl's  stablea,  for  the 
place  of  reodesvooa. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 
ilOHfa.  OunhenoCipeak;  '  _ 


8he  hath  that  nvoadrotu  tScuftj ;  ht  hor  evei. 
Uke  the  brifht  ttara  of  heaven,  can  bold  dPooqne. 
l%ottgh  it  be  mute  and  loandleH.  (MIHipL 

At  the  head  of  the  firet  flight  of  steps  which' 
descended  towards  the  difficult  and  well-defended 
entrance  of  the  Castle  of  Holm-Peel,  Peveril  wai 
met  and  stopped  by  the  Countess's  train-bearer. 
The  little  creature—for  she  waa  of  the  least  and 
aligbtest  size  of  womankind— was  .exquisitely  welt 
fomediaatt  hsr  limbs,  which  thgjdnts  ahe  usnaUy 


MB^rERIL  OF  THfi  MAK.' 


tOuf.Xfl' 


WQte  (ft  giMR  tilk  tunic^  a  pecalmr  fonn)  set  off 
to  the  best  tdvantage.  Her  nee  was  darker  than 
the  usual  hue  of  Europeana^  and  the  profoaion  of 
lon^  and  silken  hair,  which  when  she  undid  the 
bnuos  in  which  she  eotnmonly  wore  it,  felt  down 
almoat  to  her  ankles,  was  also  rather  a  foreign 
Attribute.  Her  countenance  resembled  a  most  beau- 
tiful miniature;  ahd  there  was'  a  quickness,  decision, 
and  fire,  in  Fenella's  look,  and  especially  in  her  eyes, 
which  was  probably  rendered  yet  more  alert  and 
acute,  because,  through  the  imperfection  of  her  other 
cnfans,  it  was  only  by  sight  that  she  could  obtain 
^formation  of  what  passed  around  her. 

The  pretty  mute  was  mistress  of  many  little  ac- 
oompliahmenta,  which  the  Countess  had  cauaed  to 
be  taught  to  her  in  compassion  for  her  forlorn  situa- 
tion, and  which  she  learned  with  the  most  suijAising 
QOtekness.  Thus,  for  example,  she  was  exquisite  in 
the  use  of  the  needle,  and  so  ready  and  ingenious  a 
draughtswoman,  that,  like  the  ancient  Mexicans, 
she  sometimes  made  a  hasty  sketch  with  her  pencil 
the  mpans  of  conveying  her  idea%  either  by,  direct  or 
*  emblematical  representation.  Above  all  in  the  art 
of  ornamental  writing,  much  studied  at  that  period, 
Penella  was  so  great  a  proficient,  as  to  rival  the 
fame  of  Messn.  Snow,  Shelley,  and  other  masters 
of  the  pea,  whose  copy-books,  preserved  in  the  libra- 
ries of  the  curious,  still  show  the  artists  smiling  on 
the  frontispiece  in  all  the  honours  of  flowing  eowns 
and  full-bottomed  wigs,  to  the  eternal  glory  of  calli- 
graphy. 

The  little  maiden  had,  besides  these  accomplish- 
ments, much  ready  wit  and  acuteness  of  intellect. 
With  Lady  Derby,  and  with  the  two  young  eentle- 
men,  she  was  a  great  favourite,  and  used  mucn  free- 
dom in  conversing  with  them,  by  means  of  a  system 
of  signs  which  had  been  gradually  established 
amongst  them,  and  which  served  all  ordinary  pur- 
poses of  communication. 

But,  though  happy  in  the  indulgence  and  favour 
of  her  mistress,  from  whom  indeed  she  was  seldom 
separate,  Fenella  was  bv  no  means  a  favourite  with 
the  rest  of  the  household.  In  fact,  it  seemed  that 
her  temper,  exasperated  perhaps  by^  a  sense  of  her 
misforiune,  was  by  no  means  equal  to  her  abilities. 
She  was  very  haughty  in  her  demeanour,  even  to- 
wards the  upper  domestics,  who  in  that  establish- 
ment WMe  or  a  much  higher  rank  and  better  birth 
than  m  the  families  of  the  nobility  in  general.  These 
often  complained,  not  only  of  her  pnde  and  reserve, 
but  of  her  high  and  irasciole  temper  and  vindictive, 
disposition.  Her  passionate  propensity  had  been 
indeed  idly  encouraged  by  the  young  men,  and  parti- 
cularly by  the  Earl,  who  aometimes  amused  himself 
with  teaming  her,  that  he  might  enjoy  the  various 
singular  motions  and  murmure  by  whicn  she  express- 
ed her  reeentmenL  Towards  nim,  these  were  of 
course  only  petulant  and  whimsical  indications  of 
pettish  anger.  But  when  she  was  angry  with  othera 
of  inferior  degree— before  whom  aho  did  not  control 
henelf— the  expression  of  her  passion,  unoble-  to 

*  Tlio  itonroftm  allude*  to  the  varioot  ■upentitfons  wtiieh  w, 
or  at  Joaat  w«e,  moeiTwl  by  tho  inliaMUinta  of  the  ble  of  Man, 
an  ancient  Celtic  race,  ttill  siieakinc  the  laniua^o  of  their  ftlhen. 
Ther  retained  a  plenUftil  ttoek  of  thoao  wild  locomla  which  over 
awed  tho  reaaon  of  a  dark  afce,  and  in  oar  o%im  time  annof  the 
tmacination  of  thoee  who  liiton  to  the  hscination  of  the  tale, 
while  they  detpiee  ita  claim*  to  belief  The  following  eurioos  lo- 
ffendarr  traiiituio*  aro  extracted  fK)m  Waklron.  a  huge  mine^  in 
which  I  have  attempted  to  discover  some  ipocimen  of  aijar.  if  I 
cannot  find  tmaaure.'  ^ 

"  Tia  Uiia  ignorance,"  meaning  that  of  the  ielandon,  "  which 
k  theoecaaion  of  the  eToessivo  supcntitioii  which  roigna  among 
U»nL  I  hav(*  akeady  given  eome  ninf*  of  it,  but  not  enough  to 
•how  the  world  what  a  Mankaman  truly  i«.  and  what  power  the 
prejudice  uf  education  iiaa  over  weak  minda.  If  book*  wure  of 
auy  uae  among  tlicm,  one  would  swear  tho  Count  of  Gabalia  had 
boon  not  only  translated  into  the  Mankt  tongue,  but  that  it  was 
a  sort  of  rule  of  &ith  to  them,  since  thcrv  la  no  fictitious  being 
me.iUoned  by  him.  in  his  book  of  absurditiM,  which  ihoy  would 
not  readily  jpve  credit  to. ,  I  know  not,  idolizen  as  thcf  are  of  the 

m,  were 
-against 

^  .-  .  ^cii ;   ivr  ujuugii  Ilia  |»rii.^Miu(Ki  aie  a  kind 

•■f  eoda  among  them,  yet  still  trntlition  is  a  greater  god  than  they  t 
and  as  they  eontidenthr  aaaert  that  tlie  first  inhabitants  of  their 

•  *  '*■  "    -'  '"--        '-tlo  people 

itheGood 


rat  readily  ^ive  credit  to.  I  know  not,  tOolizen  as  they  are  o 
eiergy,  witether  they  wouhi  not  be  even  raftactory  to  thorn,  \ 
ibey  to  iKcach  against  tlw  existeneo  of  fairies,  or  oven  -agi 
their  l>uing  commouly  seen ;  for  though  the  priesthood  are  a 


Hiaiid  were  fnlriea.  Ro  do  ihey  maintain  that  tii've  little  pc^e 
iav«)  irtill  their  reaideiice  among  thrm.  They  call  them  the  Good 
IVoii?fl.  and  any  tliry  Kve  in  wtUs  and  fbrests,  and  on  mountains. 


«f  tbt  wiakedMM  sstfld  itenia  t 


display  itself  in  laaguaga  bad  somediingeveo  fii^ 
ful,  so  singular  were  the  tones,  eoDiorhoni^  iil 
gestures,  to  which  she  had  recourse.  The  k>wer4»> 
mestics,  to  whom  she  was  lil)erel  almost  beroml  \m 
apparent  means,  observed  her  with  mndi  dcfcRaei 
and  respect,  but  much  more  from  fear  than  from  aiy 
real  attachment  {  for  the  caprices  of  her  temper  ii> 
played  themselves  even  in  her  gifts ;  and  those  vfa* 
most  frequently  shared  her  bounty,  seemed  by  m 
means  assured  of  the  benevolence  of  the  motiiQi 
which  dictated  her  liberaUty. 

All  these  peculiaYities  lea  to  a  condnsion  eoa»> 
nant  with  Manx  superstition.  Devout  belicivfs  it 
all  the  legends  of  fairies  so  dear  to  the  Celtic  titbi^ 
the  Maiu  people  held  it  for  certainty  that  the  4m 
were  in  the  habit  of  carrying  off  morul  chUa 
before  baptism,  and  leaving  in  the  cradle  of  iheae*' 
babe  one  of  their  own  brood,  which  was  aJnflt 
always  imperfect  in  some  one  or  other  of  the  ixt/m 
proper  to  numanity.  Such  a  being  they  ooooM 
Fenella  to  be;  and  the  smallness  of  her  nie^  hr 
dark  complexion,  her  long  locks  of  ailkeo  btir,  ill 
singularity  of  her  mannera  and  tones^  as  wdlsiAi 
caprices  of  her  temper,  were  to  their  thinko^  J 
attributes  of  the  irritable,  fickle,  and  dangerMMi 
from  whidi  they  supposed  her  .to  bs.spning.  iii  k 
seemed,  that  although  no  jest  appesred  to  oftsika 
more  than  when  Lord  Derbv  called  her  in  apoM  if 
Elfin  Queen,  or  otherwise  alluded  to  her  iiw^w 
connexion  with  *' the  pigmy  folk,"  yet  still  btrpw* 
peiually  aflecting  to  wear  the  colour  of  gieen^pffa 
to  the  fairies,  as  well  as  some  other  pecaliaiiiit 
seemed  voluntarily  assumed  by  her,  in  oraer  »  em 
tenanoe  the  superatition,  perhaps  becaaae  it  gavihi 
more  authority  among  the  lower  otdarai 

Many  were  the  tales  circulated  respeetiiif  ■ 
Countess's  Blf^  as  Fenella  was  curreotlf  ctiM  n 
the  island;  and  the  maleoontenta  of  the striettr per- 
suasion were  convinced,  that  no  one  bat  a  Paput 
and  a  malM;nant  would  have  kept  near  her  perseaaj 
creature  ot  such  doubtful  origin.  They 
that  Fenella's  deafness  and  dumbness ' 
towards  those  of  this  world,  and  that  she  had  I 
heatd  talking,  and  singing,  and  laughing  mostdf 
ly,  with  the  invisibles  of  her  own  raosL  Thefl 
leged,  also,  that  she  had  a  DoubU^  a  sort  of  i  ~ 
rition  resembling  her,  which  slept  m  the  Couni 
anteroom,  or  bore  her  train,  or  wrought  in  herd 
net,  while  the  real  Fenella  joined  the  song  of] 
mermaids  on  the  moonlight  sand&  or  the  daar 
the  fairies  in  the  haanted  valley  of  GHenmoy, « 
the  heights  of  Snowfell  and  Barool.  Hie  a 
nels,'  too,  would  have  awom  they  had  seen  thef 
maiden  trip  past  them  in  their  st^itary  night-wi 
without  their  having  it  in  their  power  to  chali 
her.  anv  more  than  if  they  had  beien  aa  mute  asb 
sslf.  To  all  this  mass  of  absurdllfes  the  beturl 
formed  paid  no  more  attention  than  to  the  r" 
idle  exaggerations  of  the  vulgar,  which  so  /  . 
connect  that  which  is  unusual  with  what  is  i 
natural.* 

alt  the  home*  an  Meat  whem  they  vWt.  ihr  they  fly  viea^fgH 
sonwouk"     *      *    *        '    "        "         .^     .     .^ 
fhmily  to  ^_ 

clean  water, ._. . 

natives  aver  thev  constantly 

flunily  are  dosed,  wherever  tliey  vouchsaib  to ^ 

happen  to  be  miahkid,  and  finiad  again  in  aone  place 
....  ^  fciry '  -^ 


was  not 
tumeil  (t 


~,  they  prosuntly  tell  .  _    

you  chance  to  get  a  fkU  and  hiut 


I  haw  heard 


laid  sometMng  in  your  way  fo  thra 

for  some  sin  you  have  committed.    

pfotost  tiiey  have  been  earned  inaeMiUy  gimt  diiiai 
home,  and.  without  knowing  how  they  came  there,  foi 
selves  on  the  top  of  a  mountain    One  atory  in  parti 
told  me  of  a  man  who  had 
nvcral  miles  together ;  and 
IbllowedtillitoonductMlhu 

groat  number  of  litlJe  people 

drinking  in  a  very  jovial  manner.    / 

whom  he  tfanught  he  had  fbrmeriv  st 

notioe.  or  they  of  Mm,  till  tho  IKiJe  people,  ofiertafc  -^  -r-i:- 
one  <n  them,  whose  ftaturea  seemed  not  uokDowo  tovm^w"^ 
ed  Mm  by  the  coat,  and  foibade  him.  whatever  he  did.  lo^M 
any  thing  lie  saw  before  Mm  {  for  if  yon  do,  added  he.  ye****" 
aalaro.aiidrelnmnonip«»toyoariaiaay.  TlMpooraa«M 
much  aflrigbted,  but  resolved  to  obey  thefammction :  uxHtmgf 
a  large  ailvor  cop.  filled  with  aome  sort  oriiAMr.,beiag  V^J^ 
hb  hand,  he  fiiuiid  an  opportunity  to  threw  what  k  contasM  «c 
tbegrovad.   3oon  after  the  nericnwii—.alHh>nwSiW^ 


tf.XVT.) 
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ach.  in  form  and  habits,  was  the  little  female. 
\  botdiog  in  her  hand  a  small  old-fashioned 
If  rod,  which  might  have  passed  for  a  divining 
At  confronted  Julian  on  the  top  of  the  flight  of 
I  which  led  down  the  rock  from  the  Castle-court, 
ought  to  observe,  that  as  Julian's  manner  to  the 
rtunate  girl  had  been  alwavs  gentle,  and  free 
I  those  teazing  jests  in  which  his  gay  friend  in- 
pi,  with  less '  regard  to  the  peculiarity  of  her 
ttion  and  feelings ;  so  Fenella,  on  her  part,  had 

ied.  Icarinf  the  cup  in  hu  band,  and  bo  relumed  homr, 
b  much  w^ried  and  faticuod.  He  went  the  next  day  and 
ninicatod  to  the  minister  of  the  pamh  aU  that  had  happen- 
id  a«ko>l  hit  advice  bow  be  ibuuld  diapoae  of  the  cup ;  to 
t^  parran  replied,  be  could  not  do  better  tban  do\'ote  it  to 
~"oa  of  the  church ;  and  this  verv  cup,  tlwy  tell  me,  'u  that 
,_  now  used  for  the  conaecrated  wine  m  Kirk-Merhijph. 
Bother  instance  they  ^ve  me  to  prove  tbo  rcafity  orfiiiries, 
if  a  fiddler,  who,  having  agreed  with  a  pcraon.  who  was  a 

tfut  so  much  moner,  to  play  to  some  company  he  should 
to,  all  the  twelve  days  of  Christmas,  and  received  eame«t 
Mw  his  new  master  vanish  into  (he  earth  the  moment  he 
mde  the  bainin.  Nothinr  could  be  more  torrifird  than  was 
or  Uddler ;  he  fnind  be  liad  entenrd  hiinsiririuto  the  devil's 
p,  and  looked  on  himself  as  already  damned  ;  but  bavins 
p»  also  to  a  clergyman,  he  received  some  hope ;  he  ordered 
iSwever,  as  he  had  taken  earnest,  to  ro  when  he  sh-)uld  lie 
[;  bat  tml  whatever  tunes  sliould  be  called  for,  to  piny  none 
alms.  On  the  dajr  appointed,  the  same  person  apf*earrd, 
be  went,  tnougn  uith  what  inward  reluctance  lis 
_M  ;  but  pimctuallr  obeying  the  minister's  dirrctJons. 
^ny  to  whom  he  played  were  so  angr^,  that  they  all 
^at  once,  leaving  hiin  at  the  top  of  a  high  Mil,  and  so 
find  hurt,  tboufh  he  was  not  sensible  wlion.  or  fVom  what 
Bocured  the  blows,  that  he  got  not  home  without  the  ut- 
bulty.  Tha  old  story  of  infants  being  chann^ed  In  their 
I  here  tn  such  credit,  that  mothers  are  m  contmual  terror 
ighttf  of  it  I  was  prevailed  upon  myself  to  go  and  see 
JO  they  told  me  was  one  of  tliese  changelings  ;  and,  m- 
JL  ow^n  was  not  a  Utile  surprised,  as  well  as  shocked,  at 
^■othinff  under  heaven  could  have  a  more  beautiful  face ; 
pt  Ijetwcen  five  and  six  years  o'd,  and  seemingly  healthy, 
D  Ikr  from  being  able  to  walk  or  stand,  that  lio  could  not 
as  move  any  one  joint ;  liii  limbs  were  vastly  lung  for 
lit  lonalior  than  an  inliint's  of  six  months  ;  his  C4impli-xion 
^tiv  dalicate,  and  Im  hnd  the  finest  hair  in  tlie  world  ; 
r  spoke  nor  crieti,  eat  ncaice  anr  thing,  and  was  very  sel- 
n  tir  smile ;  hut  if  any  onf  callen  hirn  a  foiry-elf.  he  would 
1  fix  his  eyes  so  eatncstly  on  those  who  said  it.  ax  if  he 
.-:>k  than  tnrough.  His  mother,  or  at  least  his  supivMcd 
r,  being  very  poor,  tVeouentlv  w  eiit  out  a-rliairini;.  and  Icl^ 
whole  day  logetlier :  the  neft'litjoun,  out  ofrurio^iity,  have 
ookrd  in  at  the  window  tn  see  how  Uc  behaved  when  alone  ; 
\,  vhcne^'er  thejr  did,  they  were  sure  to  find  him  laughing, 
I  the  utmost  delight.  This  made  them  judge  that  he  was  not 
It  company  more  pleasing  to  liim  than  any  mortals  could  lie ; 
"hat  made  this  conjecture  seem  the  more  reasonable,  was, 
r  ho  were  left  ever  so  dtrty.  the  woman,  at  her  return,  saw 
th  a  clann  face,  and  his  hair  combed  with  the-  utmost  ex* 
I  and  nicety. 

lecond  account  of  this  nature  I  had  fmm  a  woman  to  whose 
if  the  fairies  soemed  to  have  taken  a  particular  fnnc^.  The 
ir  fifUi  night  alter  slie  was  delivered  of  her  timt  club!,  ihe 
wen  aJarmod  witli  a  most  terrible  cry  of  fire,  on  which 
ody  ran  out  of  the  house  to  see  whence  it  proceedHfl,  not 
Of  the  nurse,  who,  being  m  much  iVislitrd  as  tlie  others. 
pe  of  the  number.  The  ooor  woman  (ay  tremblina  in  her 
■ '    '    ■   '   '      fir,  and *       ' 


la,  unable  to  help  herself. 


J  Iter  back  being  timied  tn  the 


law  not  tl^Ldl  wa*  taken  away  by  an  inviiiihio  hand. 
rim  Itad  lefrlUr  haxinf  inquired  about  the  nuirhlmurbood, 
Bar  there  was  no  cause  for  the  outcry  they  had  heard, 
at  (Mch  other  lt>r  the  mistake  ;  but  ns  tlicy  werciroingto 
ll*c  hou0P,  the  poor  bnbe  lay  on  tlie  tlirr«hold,  and  by  Its 
BstfTvcd  itself  from  being  trod  upon.  Thi«  cxccoibngly 
all  that  saw  it.  and  the  moilter  being  still  in  bcl.  tiiey 
icra>e  no  reason  for  finding  it  there,  but  having  been  re- 
tr  Siiriea.  wlin.  bv  their  sudden  return,  had  been  prevented 
fring  it  any  farther.  Abont  n  year  after,  the  wame  wo- 
m  lm>iurht  to  bod  of  a  second  child,  which  had  not  b4>en 

fy  nij^bta  before  a  great  noi^  was  hoani  in  the  house 
r  kcvt  their  rattle  ;  (for  in  this  i-dnnd,  whore  thf^ro  is  no 
the  n«Idj  frorn  the  excessive  cold  and  damps,  they  put 
mikh  kiiw  into  a  bam.  which  ilu.*y  luill  a  cattle-hf>iise.) 
I&r  that  was  stirring  ran  to  see  what  vras  the  matter, be- 
Mt  the  cows  had  got  loose  ;  the  nurse  was  as  ready  as  the 
Lindinir  all  safe,  ami  thf>  bam  door  close,  immediately  re- 
MC  not  BO  suddenly  bitt  tbatliie  new-lMim  bab«*  was  taken 
ir  hed,  as  the  former  liad  been,  and  dropt  on  their  ci>miiig. 
■Idle  of  the  entry.  This  was  eno>i«rh  to  prove  the  fiiin<*s 
la  a  s4?orw)d  attempt ;  and  the  paronis  sending  fiir  a  mitiif- 
m  with  him  in  tlnnksgiving  to  God.  who  had  twice  dc- 
fe^ir  ehjlflnen  from  bcinr  taken  from  them.  But  in  thi> 
ler  third  Ivinr-in.  every  fxidy  m-emiJ  to  hn-e  forgot  whM 
^eaed  in  the  firA  and  second,  and  on  o  noim'  in  ihu  ratt  V- 
IB  out  to  know  wfint  had  «M?ra8iunrd  it  The  nurse  wns 
'person,  exce(iting  the  woman  in  the  straw,  who  stny'd 
!••«,  nor  wiw  "hn  detained  thrmigh  care  or  Mrnnt  of  run- 
a  by  the  bonds  of  sleep,  bavin?  drank  a  little  too  plerti- 
fjr^ediog  day.  The  niothor.  who  was  broad  awake,  saw 
■  lifVed  out  of  the  bed,  and  carried  out  of  thw  chamlier. 
he  could  not  see  any  noraoii  tourh  it :  on  wliich  she  '*rie<t 
kind  as  she  could,  Nur^e.  nurse  l  my  child,  my  child  is 
•rav  I  but  the  old  wi»»n»n  was  tn«>  fa«t  to  be  awakened  bv 
•  •fas  made,  and  tlwiofiudtwailnvufevablrfDoa.  When 


usually  shown  much  greildr  deference  to  him  than  to 
any  of  the  household,  her  mistress,  the  coaniess, 
always  excepted. 

On  the  present  occasion,  planting  herself  in  the 
very  midst  of  the  narrow  descent,  so  as  to  make  it 
impossible  for  Peveril  to  pass  by  her,  she  proceeded 
to  put  him  to  the  question  by  a  series  of  gestureti, 
which  we  will  endeavour  to  describe.    She  com- 


menced by  extending  her  hand  slightly,  accompanied 
the  sharp  jnquisitive  look  which  served  her  as 


with  1 


her  husband,  and  those  who  had  accompanied  liim,  returned,  they 
found  her  wringing  her  bands,  and  uttering  the  most  piteotui  la* 
mentations  tbr  the  loss  of  her  child  ;  on  whicJi.  said  the  husband, 
kioking  into  the  lied^  The  woman  is  mad,  do  not  you  see  the  child 
hca  by  you  T  On  whKh  she  turned,  and  saw  indeed  something  like 
a  child,  but  fiu*  different  from  her  own.  Who  was  a  very  beautiful, 
fat,  well-featured  babe ;  whereas,  what  was  nmv  in  the  room  of 
it,  was  a  poor.  lean,  withered,  deformed  creature.  It  toy  quite 
naked,  but  the  clothes  belonging  to  the  chiM  tliat  was  exchanged 
for  it,  lay  wrarit  up  ahogetlier  on  the  bed.  This  creature  lived  with 
them  near  the  space  of  nine  years,  in  all  which  time  it  eat  nothinff 
oxceiH  a  tew  herbs,  nor  was  ever  seen  to  void  any  other  exere* 
ment  than  water.  It  nehher  spoke,  nor  eould  stand  or  go,  bat 
seemed  enervate  in  every  joint,  like  the  changeling  I  mentioned 
before,  and  in  all  its  actions  showed  itaetf  to  be  cf  the  tame  na*^ 

"  A  woman,  wholK-ed  about  two  miles  distant  fVom  BallasalU, 
and  used  to  serve  my  fktndy  with  butter,  ma  Je  me  once  verf 
merry  with  a  su>ry  slie  told  me  of  her  daughter,  a  girl  of  about  ten 
years  okf .  who  being  sent  over  the  flekls  to  the  Uiwn.  fur  a  penny* 
worth  of  tobacco  fur  her  father,  was  on  the  top  of  a  raniiniain  sur* 
rounded  Uf  a  giruit  number  of  little  men,  wlio  would  not  sufliy  her 
to  utim  anr  fhrtker.  .Some  of  them  said  slie  shouhl  go  with  tbem, 
and  accoruingly  laid  boM  of  her ;  but  one  seeming  more  pttifVil, 
desired  tliey  would  let  her  alone  :  which  they  refusing,  there  en* 
sued  a  quarrel,  and  the  peoKio  who  took  her  part  (ought  bravely 
in  her  defi;nce.  This  so  incensed  the  otheri,  tliat  to  be  revenged 
on  lier  for  lieint  the  cause,  two  or  three  of  them  seized  her.  and 
pulling  up  her  clothes,  wluppod  her  heartily  ;  aDer  which,  it  seenia. 
thejr  had  no  farther  nower  over  her,  and  she  run  home  directly, 
telhng  wliat  had  befallen  her,  and  showing  her  buttocks,  on  winch 
were  the  prints  of  several  small  hands.  Several  of  the  town** 
people  went  with  Iv'r  to  the  mountain,  and  slie  comluctin*  thom 
to  tiie  s|iot.  tlie  little  antagonists  wvre  gone,  hut  bad  left  othind 
them  proo6  (as  tlie  good  woman  said)  that  wlAt  the  ^in  had  ra- 
tbmed  then|  was  true,  tbr  tliere  was  a  great  deal  of  IiI«hxI  to  lie 
seen  on  tlie  stones.  This  did  she  aver  with  all  tiio  solemnity 
imnginalJn. 

"  Another  woman,  eqnally  su|icrsfitiolis  and  fknciOil  as  the 
former,  told  nie.  that  licing  great  withclrild,  and  exnrcling  every 
muim-nt  Uie  good  liuur.  an  rhe  lay  awake  one  night  in  tier  bed, 
she  saw  seven  or  eitht  littl«>  women  cmne  jnto  her  chnmbor.  one 
of  whom  had  on  infant  in  her  arms  ;  tlwy  were  followetl  by  a 
man  of  (hn  same  size  with  tbrmvelvtjs,  but  in  lite  habit  of  a  m>> 
nister.  One  of  them  went  to  the  fiail.  ami  finding  no  water  in  it, 
cried  out  to  the  others,  what  must  they  do  to  christen  the  cl»ild7 
On  which  they  rpplir«d.  it  slmuid  be  dtme  in  Iicct.  With  that  the 
seeming  parson  took  lb-  child  in  his  arms,  and  perfonnnd  the  ce- 
remony of  liaptisni.  di|>niiur  his  hand  into  a  freat  tub  of  stronfr 
be<*r,  which  the  woman  Lid  brewed  the  day  brlore  to  lie  resdy  for 
horlyin;-in.  She  told  me  that  they  baptized  the  infant  by  tha 
name  of  Joan,  wh<ch  made  her  know  she  was  pregnant  of  anrl, 
as  it  pro^-ed  a  few  days  afb>r.  when  she  was  ilchvered.  She  added 
also,  that  it  was  common  for  tfie  fairies  to  make  a  mock  christen* 
ina  when  any  r'cr!«on  was  near  her  time,  and  that  ncconling  to 
whstchihl,  male  or  lemale,  lliey  brought,  such  sliould  the  woman 
bring  into  the  world. 

"  But  I  cannot  givo  over  this  sohject  without  mentioning  what 
they  sa^  befell  a  youn^  sailor,  who,  crnntng  ofT  a  long  voyago, 
tliourli  It  wns  late  at  nighr,  chose  to  land  rather  than  bennotlier 
night  in  the  vessel ;  bcinr  iiermittMl  tn  do  so,  be  was  set  un  short* 
at  Do«iglaa.  It  hapr>ened  to  be  a  fine  moonlight  niirhl,  and  very 
dry,  bcmg  a  small  fVo^t ;  he  thercfbre  fureliMrc  coing  into  any 
house  to  refreiib  himself:  but  made  the  best  of  his  way  to  the 
houseof  a  sister  he  had  at  Kirk-Merlu^.  A«  he  was  guing  over  a 
pretty  high  moitiiluin,  he  Iw^anl  tlw  noise  of  horses,  the  holla  of  a 
huntsman,  and  the  finest  horn  in  the  world.    He  wns  a  little  sur- 

Krised  that  any  body  pursued  those  kind  of  sports  in  the  niabt, 
ut  he  had  not  rime  tor  much  refloction.  l>cfore  they  all  passed  by 
him,  so  near,  Muit  he  wa.i  able  to  count  whst  nunilier  there  was 
of  them^  which,  he  said,  was  thirteen,  and  thiit  they  were  aH 
dressed  in  green,  aiwl  gsllantly  mounted.  He  was  so  well  plea* 
sed  with  the  sight,  tliat  he  would  gladly  have  rcilliiweti.  r^juld  he 
have  kept  naco  wllh  them  :  he  crossed  the  l!>ol\vn^',  however, 
that  he  might  see  them  again,  which  he  did  more  llian  once,  and 
lost  not  the  sound  of  the  nom  for  some  mites.  At  h^ngth,  boina 
arrived  nt  hi-*  sislcr'n.  he  tells  her  this  story,  who  presotul^  cUip- 
pc^  her  hands  for  jov  that  he  was  come  home  snfe  ;  for.  said  she, 
those  you  saw  ivere  riiiries.and  'tis  well  thev  did  not  lake  you  away 
vvith  them.  Tliere  is  no  persuading  them  but  t|«t  these  hnnt'npr 
are  freqttent  in  the  island,  and  tbnt  these  little  pentry,  b«;iiig  too 
protid  to  rid'J  on  M'ink«  horses,  whirh  they  mielit  find  in  the  field, 
mnko  use  t»f  the  Ktirlijih  and  Invh  on«s,  which  air  brought  over 
ami  kept  liv  srentU-Tnen  'i  hey  ^«y  that  nnthin«.*  i^  inore  eomnioi. 
than  to  find  tl»em.»  poor  l;ensts.  in  a  niorninir.  u!l  over  in  a  sweat 
and  foam,  and  tired  alinont  to  death,  when  their  ommop*  have  U.- 
lievMl  tl«'y  have  never  iKcn  out  of  tlie  stable.  A  gentleman  o| 
Ballafletchcr  <».>jsure«|  me  he  liiul  three  or  Ibur  of  lus  best  liorset 
killed  with  th<*se  mvtumal  jc»timeys, 

"  AX  my  first  comlnL'  into  tlic  island,  and  hearing  these  sort  of 
stories,  f  impiitr;d  the  pivimr  crcilii  to  them  merely  to  llm  simpli- 
city of  the  iioor  enai'Jre*  who  rtlnted  them  ;  Imt  was  stranKcly 
surprised  when  I  l^eanl  ortAir  narnitives  of  this  kimi,  and  ahiigc- 
th«r  M  abKird.  atteitud  by  men  Who  paved  te  porWMM  of  eoiau 


PC^^SUL  OF  THE  PEAK. 


IGm&XTL 


ft  note  af  iotcrrogfttion.  This  waa  xneant  aa  an  io- 
guiry  whethar  he  was  going  to  a  distance.  Julian, 
in  reply,  extended  hia  arm  more  than  half|  to  inii- 
mate  that  the  diatance  waa  oonaiaerable.  Fenella 
looked  grave^  shook  her  head,  and  pointed  to  the 
Countess's  wmdow,  which  was  visible  from  the  spot 
where  they  stood.  Peveril  smiled,  and  nodded,  to 
intimate  tnere  was  no  dan^  in  quitting  her  mistress 
fi>r  a  short  space.  The  little  maiden  next  touched 
an  eagle'a  feather  which  she  wore  in  her  hair,  a  sign 
which  she  usually  employed  to  designate  the  Earl, 
iudcmonL  Ainonf  this  number  wu  •  gentlemMi,  n j  Mar  neiili- 
iNMir,  who  affirmed  wiUi  the  most  lolemn  aMeverationi,  tkat  be- 
iiuf  of  my  opinion,  and  entiroly  averM  to  the  belief  that  anynich 
bemm  were  permitted  to  wander  for  the  purpueet  relatni  oTlhcm, 
he  had  Ixjcn  at  Inat  convinced  by  the  appearance  of  several  liuJe 
iguret  playinc  and  leaping  over  some  stones  in  a  field,  whom  at 
a  fcw  yards'  distance  he  imagined  were  school*boys.  and  intend- 
fd,  when  he  came  near  enough,  to  reprimand  for  being  absent 
Rum  Uieir  exercises  at  that  tmie  of  the  day,  it  being  then,  he 
aaid,  between  three  and  four  of  the  clock ;  but  when  he  ap- 
pniaehed.  as  near  as  he  could  gueas,  within  twenty  paces,  they 
all  immediately  disappeared,  though  he  had  never  taken  Jim  eye 
olTthem  from  the  first  moment  hn  beheld  them  ;  nor  was. there 
^  any  place  whoie  they  eouM  so  suddenly  retreat,  it  being  an  open 
^  fleld  wiihout  hi  dge  or  bush,  and.  as  I  said  before,  broad  day. 
"  Another  inst  woe.  which  might  serve  to  strengthen  the  credit 
of  the  other,  wa*  told  roe  br  i  p.— nr  vrhr.  Vn^l  if  r  --.  Tt^trV-  ^f 
the  utmost  integrity.'^  This  nr.m  l^'inif:  4iL"iir.jiii,it  il  -:  .;  ■  '  a 
horso  he  had  at  tliat  time  D'^j'  etf  m  oceAjsmo  fm*  anil  luim^  ^um 
to  market  for  that  purpose .  wni  nccuiiiMi.  in  imj^iitp  nver  ihe 
mountains,  by  a  little  man  in  n  i»lniriUn'S«.  h1h>  tukcu  liim  if  he 


I  soil  his  horse.    'Tis  tJup."  Jiniiin  I  am  g\imt  on,  rf  Etlic^J  Uie 

n  who  told  me  the  •l«*rj'     Oa  wliin-fi  ilfo  uUnf  Ht/uri-il  u> 

know  the  prioo.  £ight  ponn« !^  <i«h1  Up.   Kq.  p-numu 1 1 Fh'^ imrt- Ia* 
Mr.  I  will  give  no  more  than  mwi-tt  :  wliic^ii  il'  »iiu  tviLl  i^kn,  hfita 


perMHi 
know  I 


is  your  monef.    Tlie  own«rr.  tlnrtkni^^  Ikj  had  h\d  pn<tty   lair, 
agreed  with  hire;  and  tha  mtti[,-y  li^  inr  luU  ijuI^  the  ofte  i' 
roounu.'d,  and  the  other  gof  "ti  th*-  luirli  nf  ihf  ^trtif,  i^iiif  |j  ___ 
|iad  no  i<M>ner  done,  than  m'  '    ■  '       ' -,         .   'k    ,-h.  ,  irtb 

immediately,  leaving  the  peiouii  i^.w  u ul*.  i\A.UuiiAiii  m  the 

utmost  ti'rror  and  coostomation.  As  soon  as  lie  iwd  a  little  r»> 
covcftNl  himself,  he  wont  directly  to  the  parson  of  tlie  |>arif*h,  and 
rolaind  what  had  passed,  desiring  lie  would  give  liii  opinion  whe- 


ther he  ought  to  make  use  of  titc  money  be  had  rcoeivj^  or  not 
To  which  he  replied,  that  as  lie  had  made  a  fair  iiaB|ain«  and  no 
way  circumvented,  nor  endea\t)ured  to  circumvent,  lie  buyer,  he 
saw  no  a*ason  to  believe,  in  case  ft  was  an  evil  spirit,  it  could 
have  any  power  over  liim.  On  this  assuranoo.  he  wait  home 
well  latisfuHl,  and  nothinz  afterwards  happeneu  to  give  him  aay 
disq«iiet  conocming  thi«  alTair. 

"  A  second  account  of  the  same  nature  I  had  from  a  clergyman, 
and  a  person  of  more  ianctity  than  tJte  generality  of  his  ninclioo 
in  this  inland.  It  was  hie  custom  to  pass  some  iioura  evory  even- 
ing in  a  ncki  near  his  house,  indulging  meditation,  and  calling 
himself  tn  an  account  for  tfie  tmnsacUons  of  the  past  day.  As 
be  WIUI  i.i  this  place  one  night,  more  than  onlinarilv  wmpC  m  con- 
templation, he  wandorerl,  without  thinkina  where  be  was.  a  coif 
aiilnrable  way  farther  than  it  was  usual  for  nim  to  do ;  and.  as  lie 
told  mn.  ho  knew  not  how  far  the  deep  musing  he  was  in  might 
have  carried  liiro.  if  it  had  not  been  suddenly  intemipted  by  a 
ntMse,  wliich,  at  first,  he  took  to  be  tite  distant  belkiw-ing  of  a 
hull ;  hut  as  he  listened  more  lieedfuliy  to  it,  found  there  waa 
aonietliina  more  terrible  in  the  sound  than  couM  proceed  from 
tbnt  creature.  He  confessed  to  me,  that  hewus  no  less  affright- 
ed than  mirprised,  especially,  when  the  noise  oommg  still  nearer, 
he  imasined,  whatever  it  was  that  it  proceeded  from,  it  must  pass 
lam.  He  had,  however,  ^eaenoe  enoueh  of  mind  to  place  nun- 
re  he  fell  on  his  kneea,  and  beo 


self  wiU)  Ills  back  to  a  hMtoe.    

gan  to  pray  to  God.  with  all  the  vehemence  so  dreadfVil  an  occa- 


sion required.    He  had  not  been  long  in  that  position. 

belicid  sfinietliin^  in  the  form  of  a  ImuI,  hut  infinitely  larger  than 
ever  lie  bad  seen  in  England,  much  less  in  Man,  where  tne  cattle 
are  very  small  in  general.  The  cyrs,  he  said,  seemed  to  shoot 
forth  flnmrs,  and  the  running  of  it  was  with  such  a  force,  that  thd 
'ground  shook  under  it  as  an  earthquake.  It  made  directly  to- 
ward a  little  cottage,  and  thereafter  mo«t  horribly  disappeared. 
Tite  inoun  being  then  at  the  full,  and  shining  in  her  utmuet  spleo- 
(ionr,  all  these  passages  were  visible  to  our  amaxod  divine,  who, 
bavin*  fimsiied  his  ejaculation,  and  given  thanks  to  God  Ibr  his 

E Nervation,  wcut  to  the  coltare,  the  owner  of  which,  they  told 
n,  was  that  moment  dead.  The  good  old  gentleman  was  loath 
to  pass  a  censure  which  might  be  judged  an  uncharitahle  one ; 
but  ilie  deceased  having  the  character  of  a  very  ill  liver,  most 
people  who  lieard  the  story,  were  apt  to  imagine  this  terrible  ap- 
paution  ejunc  to  attend  his  last  moments. 

"  A  mighty  busile  they  abK>  make  of  an  apparition,  which, 
thoy  say.  haunts  CsstJe  Kussin.  in  the  form  of  a  « 


awvj    >»«a/^ «   si^uiiv.*    V/^oaatfV    B»w««fii«    sis    aitv    ii/iiii  ui    Wk     wvaajvassa    vvgjw 

was  some  years  since  executed  for  the  murder  of  her  dnld.  I 
liave  heanl  not  only  pcraoos  who  have  been  confined  there  for 
debt,  but  also  the  soldiem  of  the  garrison,  affirm  they  have  seen 
It  various  times ;  but  what  I  took  most  notice  of,  was  tlie  report 
of  a  vontleman,  of  whose  good  underatanding.  as  well  as  vera- 
eiiv.  I  haxti  a  very  great  opinion.  He  told  me,  that  happening 
to  In*  abroad  late  one  night,  and  catched  in  an  excessive  storm  ot 
wimt  and  rain,  lie  saw  a  woman  stand  befiiro  the  castle  gate, 
where,  licingnot  the  least  shelter,  it  something  surprised  him  that 
any  b«idy,  much  less  one  of  that  sex.  shoula  not  mther  run  to 
•iinic  little  porch,  or  shed,  of  which  there  are  several  in  Castle 
Town,  than  choow  to  stand  still,  exposed  ond  alone,  to  such  a 
dreadful  temp^L  His  curiosity  exciting  him  to  draw  nearer,  that 
he  mirht  discover  who  it  was  that  seemed  so  little  to  regard  the 
fVnv  of  the  eloroeats,  he  perceived  she  retreatKl  on  his  «ppitach. 
aa4ailM<.lwUiMi|hi,wiiiiiBioilN  .^aatia,  UKN«fa  iliii  ftf« 


and  then  looked  inqutaitively  at  Julian  oooeiMn  ■ 
if  to  aay,  ''  Ooea  he  with  iron  T'  PeTeril  shook  hii 
head,  and,  aomewhat  wearied  by  these  intenqpto- 
riea,  smiled,  and  made  an  effort  to  piti.  FcDcHt 
frowned,  atnick  the  end  of  her  ebony  rod  perpendico- 
larly  on  the  ground,  and  again  shook  her  b^uif 
opposing  his  departure.  But  finding  that  Joliin  per 
severed  in  bis  purpose,  she  suddenly  assumed  in- 
other  and  a  milder  mood,  held  him  byibeikirtil 
his  cloak  with  one  hand,  and  raised  th^  other  in  a 
imploring  attitude,  whilst  every  feamre  of  hertinty 
were  shut  This  obliging  him  to  think  be  bad  fees  s  HmLm 
him  home  very  much  terrified  j  btrt  the  next  tby,  rettdsf  kali- 
venture  to  some  people  who  bved  in  tlie  CasUe,  and  im^ 
as 
tol 

been- 
of  the  _ 

was  no  visible  means  to  enter. , 

no  person  has  yet,  however,  had  the  courage  to  speak l»Km, 
as  they  say  a  spinl  has  no  power  to  reveaf  its  nuad  eitkaa  ke 
ing  coruured  to  do  so  in  a  proper  manner,  the  reosoa  of  ibkaig 
permitted  to  wander  is  unknown. 

"  Another  storr  of  the  like  nature  I  have  bewd  eoac«ai«  ■ 
apparition,  which  has  frequently  been  seen  en  a  wU  eaasi 
near  Kirk  Jarmyn  mountains,  which,  they  say.  assumes  Ike ivt 
of  a  wolf,  and  fills  the  air  with  moat  terrible  towliagi.  B«  hmi 
run  on  so  fhr  in  the  account  of  supernatural  app«ar«Bcei.Iai- 
not  foraet  what  was  toM  me  by  an  English  imtknaa.  niiv 
particular  friend.  He  waa  about  paaaing  over  Doug lu  Briim- 
ibre  it  waa  broken  down,  but  the  tide  bemg  high,  w  nu  dpi 
to  take  the  river,  having  an  excellent  horse  undar  Um.  imm 
accustomed  to  swioL  As  ha.  waa  in  the  middle  of  it.  k  lav 
or  imagined  he  heard,  the  finest  aympbooy,  I  will  not  ajUll 
world,  for  nothliM  human  ever  came  up  to  it  The  konsaW 
leaa  scasible  of  the  harmony  than  himself,  and  knt  in  uH» 
vable  poatura  all  the  time  it  laated ;  whichgbe  aaii esdiitfli 


lesa  than  mwe  quartera  of  an  hour,  accovdBngto  the  noa  i 
calculation  he  cooM  make,  when  he  arrived  at  the  esdorlif 
tie  journey,  and  fiamd  how  loqg  he  had  been  oomkc.  Bi.« 
before  laughed  at  all  the  atonca  told  of  fkiriea.  dovImbi 
convert,  and  believed  aa  much  as  ever  a  Mankamu  wwa* 
As  to  circles  m  thegraaa,  and  theiaipreaaioo  ofaniaMw»«s^ 
Ihe  anow,  I  cannot  deny  but  I  have  seen  then  fidM^M 
ooce  thought  I  heard  a  whistle,  as  thouxh  in  ''>jm.nm» 
body  that  could  make  it  was  near  me.  For  my  fart,  HMI  Mt 
pretend  to  determine  if  such  app«?araiicea  have  sbtrvM'*' 
only  the  cfiect  of  the  imagination  ;  but  as  I  had  ■adiniv'P 
credit  to  them,  than  be  convinced  by  ocular  d 


more  numeroua.  which  merit  only  to  be  laughed  *^-*^^ 
at  all  conaonant  to  reason,  or  the  idea  religiM  fives  a  «,™* 
len  angeb,  to  auppose  spirits,  so  eminent  la  wtsdoB  mtm 
ledge,  aa  to  be  exceeded  by  nothing  hot  their  Ciealor.  M 
viait  Um  earth  for  such  triflinc  purpose*  aa  to  throw  bcttw}^ 
glasses  about  a  room,  and  a  thousand  other  as  ridicttkas  pa* 
mentioned '     * 


have  oinered  to  make  oath,  that  as  they  have  been  V»»^M 
road,  one  of  these  fbnerab  has  come  belund  them,  and  etcaia 
the  bier  on  their  ahouldera.  aa  though  to  aa^at  tl»,bM»\.? 
porson.  who  aaeured  me  he  had  been  served  so,  told  ne  uu*  | 
flesh  of  his  ahouMer  had  been  very  much  bruiacd.  and  wa»y»} 
for  many  weeka  altar.  There  are  few  or  none  of  uxd.wmjw 
tend  not  to  have  oeen  or  lieard  tbeae  imadBfyohseoaiM.  w>  ^ 
must  not  omit  that  they  sing  psalms  in  tM^Be  as 
do  who  accompany  the  coipso  of  a  dead  fSbd.)  i 
diflbr  from  real  ones,  that  they  are  not  to  be  bbowi.  ».  ---l- 
fin  and  moumera  are  aeen  to  \'anish  at  the  churehooori.  >>^ 

they  take  to  be  a  sort  of  friendly  demons,  and  thor  b "^ 

aay.  ia  to  warn  people  of  what  b  to  befiill  theat ; 
thoy  ghre  notice  of  any  stranger'a  approach,  by  tha  t 


aay.  ia  to  warn  people  of  what  b  to  be&II  theat ;  MCtfM- 
thoy  ghre  notice  of  any  stranger'a  approach,  by  tha  tiaMU 
horsea  at  the  gate  of  the  bouse  where  tbey  are  to  iirrra^  VT 


bring  myself  to  give  any  fUihto  thi%lV 
much  surprised,  when,  on  viaiungsB*"- 
ready  spread,  and  every  thing  h  om»" 

told  by  the  person  to  whoil wf*. "Jt 

knowlcd/re  of  my  coming,  or  some  other  guest,  by  uoeV"^ 
ired  intelllgeneeni ;  nay,  when  obliged  to  be  ^"^^'"^^ 


the  same  ancertainty  a*  before.    . 

suhiect.  and  procaod  to  things  much  essier  to  be  aeoe 
-Vr ALDRON^s  Deteriprtcn  qfttu  JUc  qfMaa,  foUo.  }V^  »  ■ 

Thtt  long  quotation  b  extremclT  curious,  aa  eoataiff^ 
count  of  those  very  superstitions  in  the  Isle  of  ma. 
Bd  both  in  Ireland  and  fai  tha  Hir^ 
ave  employed  the  aUention  of  1 
uthor  of  the  Fairy  MyUwIogy. 
tiona  ore  in  every  respect  so  like  eadi  other.  Hud 


land,  and  which  have  emploved  the  aUenI 
ker,  and  of  the  author  of  the  Fail    " 


Cieto^ 


ferred  to  one  common  source  ;  unless  we  oonchi 
natural  to  the  human  mmd,  and.  like  the  oomi 
getablea,  which  naturally  spring  up  in  every  cluoaw  '^.t: 
rally  arise  in  every  bosom;  as  the  best  pkitokfisaieeiflgn 
that  fVagmenta  of  an  original  speech  an  to  be  mtmrntam^ 
nostatt  laaiHafw  Jn  thsfkte. 


CiHrXvn.1 


PSVKRIL  OF  THE  P&OC 


CI 


oQVPtenftaoc  ^^w  a>n|xi9e4  wto  the  lilfie  ezpraaMon 
of  HmpHcatbn:  tad  too  fire  of  her  large  dark  eyes, 
vbicn  appea'  "W  in  general  so  keen  and  (fiercing  aa 
almost  to  ovlT-animate  the  little  aphere  to  which 
tber  belonged^  f*eemed  queachad,  for  the  moment, 
in  the  large  dropa  which  hung  cq  hr'.Wr^  ev^aahea, 
but  without  fiilhng. 

Julian  Piiveril  wal  far  from  being  void  of  sym- 
pathy towarda  the  poor  girl,  whoae  motivea  in  op- 
posing hia  departure  appeared  to  be  her  aflfectionate 
apprebenaion  for  her  miatress'a  aafetv.  Heendea- 
voured  to  reaaaure  her  by  amilea.  ana,  at  the  aame 
time,  by  auch  aigna  aa  he  could  deviae*  to  intimate 
that  there  waa  no  danger,  and  that  he  would  return 
presently;  and  having  aucceeded  in  extricating  tiia 
doak  from  her  graap,  and  in  paaaingher  on  the  atair, 
he  bet^an  to  descend  the  atepa  as  apeedily  aa  he 
could,  in  order  to  avoid  farther  imoortunlty. 

hut  with  activity  much  greater  tnan  his,  the  dumb 
maiden  hastened  to  intercept  him,  and  aucceeded  by 
tjirowing  herself^  at  the  imminent  risk  of  life  and 
lunb,  a  second  time  into  the  pasa  which  he  waa  de- 
aoending,  so  aa  to  interrupt  hia  purpose.    In  brder  to 
achieve  this,  ahe  waa  obliged  to  let  heraelf  drop  a 
considerable  height  from  the  wall  of  a  small  flanking 
battery,  where  two  paLenaroea  yere  placed  to  acour 
the  pass,  in  case  any  enemjr  could  have  mounted  ao 
high.    Julian  had  acaroe  tiiae  to  ahudder  at  her  pur- 
pose, aa  he  beheld  her  about  to  spring  from  the 
Srapet,  ere,  like  a  thing  of  goaaamen  ahe  atood 
ht   and  uninjured  on  the  rocky  platform  below, 
lie  eodeavoured,  by  the  gravity  ox  hia  look  and  ges- 
ture, to  make  her  understand  how  much  he  blamed 
her  rashneaa;  but  the  reproof,  though  obviously  quite 
iuelligible,  waa  entirely  thrown  away.    A  hasty 
wave  of  her  hand  intimated  how  ahe  contemned  tlie 
4anger  and  the  remonatrance ;  while  at  the  aame 
time  she  instantly  resumed,  with  more  eagemesa 
than  before,  the  earneat  and  imprcasive  geaturea  by 
which  she  endeavoured  to  detain  him  in  the  fortreaa. 
Julian  was  somewhat  staggered  by  her  pertinacity. 
**  Is  :t  possible,**  he  thought,  "  that  any  danger  can 
ipproach  the  Couuteaa,  of  which  this  poor  maiden 
bas,  by  the  extreme  acuteneaa  of  her  observation, 
obtained  knowledge  which  has  eacaped  others T' 

He  signed  to  Fenella  hastily  to  give  him  the 
table  ts  and  the  pencil  which  she  usually  csrried  with 
her,  and  wrote  on  them  the  question,  "Is  there 
dangt>r  near  to  your  mistress,  that  you  thus  atop  me  7" 
*'  There  is  danger  around  the  Counteaa."  waa  the 
answer  instantly  written  down ;  '*  but  there  la  much 
more  in  your  own  purpose." 

••  How?— what?— whatknow  youofmypurpote?*' 
said  Julian,  forgetting,,  in  hia  surprise,  that  the  party 
he  addressed,  had  neitl;er  ear  to  comprehend!,  nor 
rolce  to  reply,  to  uttered  language.  She  had  regain- 
ed her  book  hi  the  meantime,  and  aketched,  with 
a  rapid  pencil,  on  one  of  the  leavca,  a  aeene  which 
•he  showed  to  Jul'mn.  To  hia  infinite  aurpriae  lie 
recognised  Goddard  Crovnn*a  atone,  a  remarkable 
monument,  of  which  ahe  had  fdven  the  outline  with 
sufficient  accuracy ;  together  with  a  male  and  female 
fil^ire,  which,  though  only  indicated  by  a  few  alight 
touches  of  the  pencil,  bore  yet,  he  thought,  some  re- 
semblance to  himself  and  Alice  Bridgenorth. 
When  he  had  gazed  on  the  akeich  for  an  instant 


to  proliibil  the  meeting  which  waa  there  represent- 
ed. Julian,  howcveri  though  disconcerted,  waa  in 
DO  shape  diispoaed  to  submit  to  the  authority  of  hia 
moni tress.  By  whatever  means  she,  who  ao  seldom 
stirred  from  the  Countess's  apartment,  had  become 
acquainted  with  a  secret  which  he  thought  entirely 
his  own,  be  esteemed  it  the  more  necessary  to  keep 
the  appointed  rendnvona,  that  ho  might  learn  from 
Alice,  if  poasiblc,  how  the  aecret  had  transpired.  He 
had  also  formed  the  intention  of  seeking  out  Bridge- 
north  ;  entertaining  an  idea  that  a  person  so  reason- 
able and  calm  aa  he  had  shown  himself  in  their  late 
conference,  might  be  persuaded,  when  heunderatood 
that  the  Countess  was  aware  of  hia  intrigufa,  to  put 
fn  eob  to  hqrdangsc  and  his  owDi  by  withdrawing 


from  the  iaiand.  And  oanild  he  succeed  in  this  poinl. 
he  should  %t  once,  he  thought;  render  a  material 
benefit  to  the  father  of  hia  beloved  Alice— remove  ths 
Earl  from  hia  atate  of  anxiety— save  the  Counto^ 
from  a  second  time  putting  her  feudal  jurisdiction  m 
opposition  to  that  of  the  Crown  of  England— and 
secure  quiet  posaesaion  of  the  ialadd  to  her  and  her 
family. 

,  With  this  scheme  of  mediation  in  hia  mmd,  Peve- 
ril  determined  to  rid  himself  of  the  opposition  of 
Fenella  to  his  depai  ture,  with  less  ceremony  than  he 
had  hitherto  observed  towarda  her:  and  auddenly 
lifting  up  the  damael  in  hia  arms  before  ahe  waa 
aware  of  his  purpose  he  turned  about,  act  her  dovm 
on  the  ateps  above  dim,  and  began  to  deacend  the 
pasa  himself  as  speedily  as  oossible.  It  waa  then 
that  the  dumb  maiden  gave  full  course  to  the  vehe- 
mence of  her  disposition ;  and  clapping  her  hands 
repeatedly,  expressed  her  displeasure  in  a  sound,  or 
rather  a  ahriek,  so  eztremelyr  dissonant,  that  it  re- 
aembled  more  the  cry  of  a  wild  creature,  than  any 
thing  which  could  have  been  uttered  by  female  or- 
gans. Pcveril  wa£  so  astounded  at  the  scream  aa  it 
rung  through  the  li\ing  rocks,  that  he  could  not  help 
atopping  and  looking  back  in  alarm,  to  satisfy  him- 
self that  ahe  had  not  sustained  aome  injury.  He 
aaw  her,  however,  perfectly  aafe,,  though^  her  face 
aeemed  inflamed  and  diatorted  with  paaaion.  She 
atamped  at  him  with  her  foot,  shook  her  clenched 
hand,  and  turning  her  back  upon  him,  without  far- 
ther adieu,  ran  up  the  rude  ateps  aa  lightly  aa  a  kid 
could  have  tripped  up  that  rugged  ascent,  and  paused 
for  a  moment  at  the  aummit  of  the  Aral  flight. 
Julian  could  feel  nothing  but  wonder  and  com- 

Jiasaion  for  the  impotent  passion  of  a  being  ao  un- 
brtunately  circumatanced,  cut  ofli  aa  it  were,  from 
the  rest  of  mankind,  and  incapable  of  receiving  in 
childhood  that  moral  diacipline  which  teaches  us 
mastery  of  our  wayward  passions,  ere  yet  they  have 
attained  their  meridian  strength  and  violence.  He 
waved  hia  hand  to  her^  in  token  of  amicable  fare- 
well ;  but  ahe  only  replied  by  once  more  menadna 
him  with  her  little  han4  clenched ;  and  then  aacend- 
ing  the  rocky  ataircase  with  almoat  preternatural 
apeed;  waa  aoon  out  of  sight. 

Julian,  on  hia  part,  gave  no  farther  consideration 
to  her  conduct  or  its  motives,  hut  hastening  to  the 
village  on  the  mainland,  where  the  atables  of  the 
Castle  were  situated,  he  again  took  hia  palfrey  from 
the  atall,  and  waa  soon  mounted  and  on  hia  way  to 
the  appointed  place  of  rendezvous,  much  marvelling, 
as  he  ambled  forward  with  speed,  far  greater  than 
waa  promiacd  by  the  diminutive  size  of  the  animal 
lie  waa  mountedT  on,  what  could  have  happened  to 

Eroduce  ao  great  a  chan^  in  Alice'a  conduct  towards 
im,  that  in  place  of  enjoining  hia  absence  as  usual, 
or  recommending  his  departure  from  the  iaiand,  aha 
ahould  now  voluntarily  invite  him  to  a  meeting. 
Under  impression  of  the  various  doubts  which  suc- 
ceeded each  other  in  his  imagination,' he  aometimes 
Kreaaed  FairY*8  aides  with  his  legs ;  sometimes  laid 
is  holly  rod  lightly  on  her  neck :  sometimea  incited 
her  by  hia  voice,  for  the  mettled  animal  needed 
neither  whip  nor  spur,  and  achieved  the  distance 
l)etwixt  the  Castle  of  Holm-Pf^el  and  the  atone  at 
Groddard  Crovan,  at  l^xr  rate  of  twelve  miles  within^ 
the  hour. 

The  monumental  stune,  designed  to  commemorate 
some  feat  of  an  ancient  King  of  Man.  whjch  had 
been  long  forgotten,  was  erected  on  the  side  of  a 
narrow  lonely  valley,  or  rather  glen,  aecluded  from 
observation  by  theateepneea  of  ita  banks,  upon  a  pro- 
jection of  which  stood  the  tail,,  shapeless,  solitary 
rook,  frowning,  like  a  ahrouded  giant,  over  the  bra  wf- 
ing  of  the  amall  rivulet  which  watered  the  ravine. 


CHAPTER  XVn. 

Tltb  a  love-meetmjr?  See  the  maMco  mautM, 
And  tho  Md  «uilor  bends  hi*  ioak»  on  earth. 
TlictH**  mora  hath  paas'd  batwaea  than  thaa  balonn, 
To  Lova't  iwaet  aorrowa.  Old  P%k 

As  he  approached  the  monument  of  Goddard  Cro 
van,  Julian  cast  manv  an  anxious  glaacs  to  sot 


PEVERIL  OP  THE  PEAK. 
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whether  any  object  visible  beside  the  huKe,grey  stone 
should  apprize  him,  whether  he  was  anticipated,  at 
the  appointed  place  of  rendezvous,  by  her  who  had 
naiii()a  it.  Nor  was  it  long  before  the  flutter  of  a 
mantle,  which  the  breeze  slightly  waved,  and  the 
motion  necessary  to  replace  it  upon  (he  wearer's 
shoulders,  made  him  awaM  that  /uice  had  already 
reached  their  place  of  meeting.  One  instant  set  the 
palfrey  at  liberty,  with  slackened  girths  and  loosened 
reins,  to  pick  its  own  way  through  the  dell  at  will; 
another  placed  Julian  Peveril  by  the  side  of  Alice 
firidgenorth. 

That  Alice  should  extend  her  hand  to  her  lover,  as 
with  the  ardour  of  a  voung  greyhound  he  bounded 
over  the  obstacles  of  the  rugged  path,  was  as  natural 
as  that  Julian,  seizing  on  the  hand  so  kindly  stretch- 
ed out,  should  devour  it  with  kiises,  and,  for  a  mo- 
ment or  two,  without  reprehension ;  while  the  other 
band,  which  should  have  aided  in  the  liberation  of 
its  fellow,  served  to  hide  the  blushes  of  the  fair 
owner.  But  Alice,  young  as  she  was,  and  attached 
to  Julian  by  such  long  liabits  of  kindly  intimacy, 
■till  knew  well  how  to  subdue  the  tendency  of  her 
own  treacherous  afiections. 

"  This  is  not  right,"  stie  said,  extricating  her  hand 
Irom  Julian's  grasp,  "  this  is  not  right,  Julian.  If  I 
have. been  too  rash  in  admitting  such  a  meeting  as 
the  present,  it  is  not  you  that  should  make  me  sen- 
sible of  my  folly." 

Julian  Fever il*s  mind  had  been  early  illumined 
with  that  touch  of  romantic  fire  which  deprives  pas- 
sion of  selfishness,  and  confers  on  it  the  high  and 
refined  tone  of  generous  and  disinterested  devotion. 
He  let  go  the  hand  of  Alice  with  as  much  respect  as 
he  could  have  paid  to  that  of  a  princess ;  ana  when 
she  seated  herself  upon  a  rocky  fragment,  over  which 
nature  had  stretched  a  cushion  of  moss  and  lichen, 
interspersed  with  wild  flowers,  backed  with  a  bush 
of  copse^ood,  he  took  his  place  beside  her,  indeed, 
but  at  such  distance  as  to  intimate  the  duty  of  an 
attendant  who  was  there  only  to  hear  and  to  obey. 
Alice  Bridigenorth  became  more  assured  as  she  ob- 
served the  power  which  she  possessed  over  her  lover ; 
and  the  self-command  which  Peveril  exhibited, 
which  other  damsels  in  her  situation  might  have 
judged  inconsistent  with  intensity  of  passion,  she 
appreciated  more  justly,  as  a  proof  of  his  respectful 
and  disinterested  sincerity.  She  recovered,  m  ad- 
dressing him,  the  tone  or  confidence  which  rather 
belonged  to  the  scenes  of  their  early  acquaintance, 
than  to  those  which  hsd  psssed  betwixt  them  since 
Peveril  had  disclosed  his  aflection,  and  thereby  had 
brought  restriint  upon  their  intercourse. 

"Julian,"  she  said,  "your  visit  of  yesterday— your 
most  ill-timed  visit,  has  distressed  me  much.  It  has 
misled  my  father— it  has  endangered  you.  At  all 
risks,  I  resolved  that  you  should  know  this,  and 
blame  me  not  if  I  have  taken  a  bold  and  imprudent 
step  in  desiring  this  solitsry  interview,  since  you  are 
aware  how  little  poor  Doborah  is  to  be  trusted." 

"Can  you  fear  misoonsiniction  from  me,  Alice!" 
replied  Peveril,  warmly:  "from  me,  whom  you  have 
thus  highly  favoured— thus  deeply  obliged  ?" 

"  Cease  your  protestations,  Julian,"  answered  the 
maiden.  "  they  do  but  make  me  the  more  sensible 
that  I  have  acted  over  boldly.  But  I  did  for  the 
best— I  could  not  see  you  whom  I  have  known 
«o  long— you,  who  say  you  regard  me  with  par- 
tiality"-  

"5ov  that  I  ree;ard  you  with  partiality!"  inter- 
rupted Peveril  in  his  turn.  "  Ah,  Alice,  what  a  cold 
and  doubtful  phrase  you  have  used  to  express  the 
most  devoted,  the  most  sincere  sffection !" 

"Well,   then,"  said  Alice,  sadly,  "we  will  not 

riarrel  about  words ;  but  do  not  again  interrupt  me. 
could  not,  I  say,  see  you,  who,  I  believe,  regard  me 
with  sincere  though  vain  and  fruitless  attachment, 
rush  blindfold  into  a  snare,  deceived  and  seduced  by 
mose  very  feelings  towards  me." 

"I  understand  you  not,  Alice,"  said  Peveril ;  "nor 
can  J  see  any  danger  to  which  I  am  at  present  ex- 
|»osed.  The  sentiments  which  your  father  has  ex- 
inessed  towards  me,  are  of  a  nature  irreconcilable 
W'th hotcife puposee.   U he uinot offimded  with  the 


bold  wishes  I  may  hsYS  formed,  and  his  vfaole  k 
haviour  shows  the  contrary,  I  know  not  a  nao  • 
earth  from  whom  I  have  leas  cause  to  apprdioduf 
danger  or  ill-will," 

"My  father,"  said  Alice,  "means  wdl  brUi 
country,  and  well  by  you ;  yet  I  sometimei  mk 
msy  rather  injure  than  serve  his  good  cause;  Hi 
still  more  do  I  dread,  that  in  attempting  to  eonK 
you  as  an  auxiliary,  he  may  forget  tnoae  tiei  m 
ought  to  bind  you.  and  1  am  sure  which  will  bad 
yon,  to  a  different  fine  of  conduct  from  his  owa." 

"Vou  lead  me  into  still  deeper  darknees,  .^* 
answered  Peveril.  "  That  your  fathet'i  apedal  m 
of  politics  dififers  widely  from  mine,  I  know  til 
but  how  many  instances  have  occurred,  ereBdnoii 
the  bloody  scenes  of  dvil  warfare,  of  good  ail 
worthy  men  layin^g  the  prejudice  of  oarty  affeetaP 
aside,  and  regarding  each  other  win  ropecL  hi 
even  with  friendly  attachment,  without  beio^falaeft 
principle  on  either  side?" 

"  It  may  be  so,"  said  Alice ;  "but  such  it  not  ii 
league  which  my  father  desires  to  form  with  ih 
ana  that  to  which  he  hopes  your  miqilaoeii  r 
tiality  towards  his  daughter  may  afibrd  a  wodni 
your  forming  with  him?' 

"And  what  is  it,"^id  Peveril,  "wtidi  I 
refuse,  with  such  a  prospect  before  roef 

"Treachery  and  dishonour  1"  replied  Alice;*' 
ever  would  render  you  unworthy  of  the  poor 
St  which  yon  aim— ay,  w^re  it  more  wortuai 
I  confess  it  to  be." 

"  Would  your  father,"  said  Peveril,  ti  ^ 
willingly  received  the  impreasion  which  iiiei^ 
signed  to  convey.—"  would  he.  whote  viewirfj' 
are  so  strict  and  severe— would  he  wish  lo^ 
me  in  sught,  to  which  such  harsh  epithetai 
ery  and  dishonour  can  be  applied  with  the 
shsdow  of  truth  ?" 

"Do  not  mistake  me,  Julian,"  rqp|Ucd  the  Ml 
"  my  father  is  incapable  of  reciut  sting  angiraP 
that  is  not  to  his  thinking  iust  and  ImmiK 
nay,  he  <^onceives  that  he  only  claims  tePM 
deot,  which  is  due  as  a  creature  to  the  CWft** 
as  a  man  to  your  fellow-men." 

"So  guarded,  where  can  be  the  dawya* 
intercourse?"  replied  Julian.  **Xt  he  wisM 
to  require,  and  I  determined  to  accede  t9,vm 
save  what  flows  from  conviction,  what  hw  lji! 
fear,  Alice  7  And  how  is  my  intoroouree  »io  "^ 
father  dangerous?  Believe  not  so;  his 
already  made  impression  on  me  in  some . 
and  he  listened  with  candour  and  patienoe  ts 
objections  which  I  made  occasionally.  Yoaoowi 
ter  Bridgenorth  less  than  justice  in  coofoov' 
him  with  the  unreasonable  bigots  in  pdicy^iN 
gion,  who  can  listen  to  no  argum|at 
favours  their  own  prepossesiFions."    m 

"Julisn"  replied  Alice,  "it  is  yoowK.-.-^ 
my  fsthers  powers,  and  his  purpose  with  nes 
to  you,  and  who  overrate  your  own  powwiof  i^ 
ance.  I  am  but  a  ^irl,  but  I  have  been  taughl 
circumstances  to  think  for  myself^  and  to  oool 
the  chsracter  of  those  who  are  around  me. 
father's  views  in  ecclesiastical  and  civil  policy; 
as  dear  to  him  as  the  life  which  he  cberieheej 
to  advance  them.  They  have  li^en,  widi  httle  a 
ation,  his  companions  through  life.  Hiey  bm 
him  at  one  period  into  prosperitv,  and  wbea  | 
suited  not  the  times,  he  sulTerea  for  havisg ! 
them. .  They  have  beicome  not  only  a  part,  bflt 
very  dearest  part,  of  his  existence.  If  he  nM 
them  not  to  you  at  firet,  in  the  inflexible  stM 
which  they  nave  acc^uired  over  bib'  mind,  «i 
believe  that  they  are  the  less  powaful.  Bet 
desires  to  make  converts  must  begin  by  dpi 
But  that  he  should  Sacrifice  to  an  ineipcfUl 
young  man,  whose  ruling  mdcive  be  wm  W1 
childish  passion,  any  part  of  those  treasimd  p 
ciples  which  he  has  maintained  throusfa  good  Rl 
and  bad  reputeM),  do  not  dream  of  sucfi  as 
possibility !  If  you  meet  at  all,  you  must  be  the  « 
he  the  seal— you  must  receive— he  must  beeio«* 
absolute  impression." 

"That,"  nid  Pefcril, 
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will  Avnkiy  vfow  to  foo,  Aliee,  that  I  «m  not  a 
sworn  bifrot  to  the  opinions  entertained  by  my  fa- 
ther, much  aa  I  respect  bis  person.  I  oonld  wish 
that  our  Cavaliera,  or  whatsoever  they  are  pleased 
10  call  themselTea,  would  hare  some  more  charity 
towards  those  who  difler  from  them  in  Church  and 
State.  Bat  to  hope  that  I  would  surrender  the 
principles  in  which  I  have  lived,  were  tb  suppose  me 
capable  of  deaerting  my  bcnrfac  trass,  and  breaking 
the  hearts  of  my  parents." 

**  Even  so  I  judged  of  yotL ''  anawered  Alice ; 
**  and,  therefore^  I  asked  this  mterview,  to  oonjare 
that  you  will  hreak  off  all  interooorae  with  onr 
lamily—retarn  to  your  parent»-^r,  what  will  be 
much  safer,  vieit  the  continent  once  more,  and  abide 
till  God  aenda  better  daya  to  England^  for  these  are 
black  with  many  a  storm." 

"  And  can  voa  bid  me  fo,  AlicflL"  said  the  young 
RMii,  taking  her  unresisting  hand;  "can  you  bid 
me  go.  and  yet  own  an  interest  in  my  fate  1— Can 
you  bid  me,  ibr  fear  of  dangsra,  which,  as  a  man,  aa 
a  gentleman,  and  a  loyal  one,  I  am  bound  to  abow 
my  face  to,  meanly  abandon  my  parents,  my  friends, 
my  country— suffer  the  existence  of  evils  which  1 
miflrht  aid  to  prevent,  forego  the  proapect  of  doing 
such  little  good  aa  miirht  be  in  my  power~-fall  from 
an  active  and  honourable  station,  into  the  oondition  of 
a  fiigitive  and  time-server-*Can  yon  bid  me  do  all 
this,  Alice  7  Can  vou  bid  me  do  ail  this,  and,  in  the 
aame  breathy  bid  nrewell  for  ever  to  you  and  happi- 
ness 1— It  is  impossible-*!  cannot  sarrsnder  at  once 
my  love  and  my  honour." 

^  There  is  no  remedy."  said  Alice,  bnt  she  could 
vot  suppresa  a*sigh  while  she  said  so— *^  there  is  no 
nnedy—none  whatever.  What  we  might  havia  been 
to  each  other,  placed  in  more  favourable  eireumatan- 
oea,  it  avails  not  to  think  of  now  (  and,  circumstan- 
ced as  we  are,  with  open  war  about  to  break  out 
betwixt  our  parents  and  friend^  we  can  be  but  well- 
wishers— cold  and  distant  weii-wiahera,  who  most 
part  on  this  spot,  and  at  this  hour,  never  to  meet 
again." 

"  No^  by  Heaven !"  said  Peveril,  animated  at  the 
same  time  by  hia  own  feelings,  and  by  the  eight  of 
th«  emotions  which  hie  companion  in  vain  endea- 
voured to  auppresB,— *'  No,  by  Heaven  1"  he  ex- 
claimed, "  we  part  not— Alice,  we  part  not.  If  I  am 
to  lisave  my  native  land,  you  shall  be  my  companion 
in  my  exile.  What  haim  you  to  lose?— Whom  have 
you  to  abandon  1— Your  fatherl— The  good  old  cause, 
as  it  is  termed,  is  dearer  to  him  than  a  thousand 
daughtera ;  and  setting  him  aside,  what  tie  ia  there 
between  you  and  this  barren  isle— between  my  Alice 
and  any  spot  of  the  Briatsh  dominiona,  where  her 
Julian  doee  not  sit  by  herT' 

**  Oh,  Julian,"  answered  the  maiden,  "  why  make 
my  duty  mofB  painful  by  vieionaiy  projecta,  which 
you  ought  not  to  name^  or  I  to  liatcgi  to  9— Your 
parents- my  father— it  cannot  be  1" 

"  Fear  not  for  my  parenta,  Alice,"  replied  Julian, 
'  and  preasing  close  to  his  companion's  side,  he  ven- 
tured to  throw  bis  arm  around  her ;  "  thoy  love  me, 
and  they  will  soon  learn  to  love,  in  Alice,  the  only 
*  being  on  earth  who  could  have  rendered  their  son 
happy.  And  for  your  own  father,  when  State  and 
Church  intrigues  allow  him  to  bestow  a  thought  upon 
you,  will  bo  not  think  that  vour  happiness,  your 
aeciiriry,  is  better  cared  for  when  yon  are  my  wite, 
than  were  you  to  continue  *Hnder  the  mercenary 
charge  of  yonder  foolish  woman?  What  could  his 
pride  desire  better  for  you,  than  the  establishment 
which  will  one  day  be  mine?  Come  then,  Aliee, 
and  since  you  condemn  me  to  baniahment— since 
you  deny  me  a  ahare  in  those  stirring  achievements 


which  are  about  to  agitate  England— comol  do  you, 
for  you  only  can,  do  you  reconcile  me  to  exile  and  in 
action^  and  give  nappmesa  to  one,  who,  for  your  sake, 
is  willing  to  resign  nonoin'!" 

^  It  cannot -it  cannot  be,"  aaid  Alio^  faltering  as 
she  uttered  her  negative.  "And  yet,"  she  said, 
**  how  many  in  my  plaoe— left  alone  and  unprotectedi 
sa  1  am-  But  I  must  not— 1  must  not— for  your  sake, 
J  ilian.  I  must  noi  1"  "*  .      ,       . , 

<*  Say  not  Ux  myaaka  yon  Bust  no\  Alica^''  said 


Peveni,  eageriy}  ^tfais  is  adding  insult  to  emelty. 
If  yon  will  do  aught  for  my  aake,  yoa  will  aay  yes; 
or  you  will  suffer  this  dear  head  to  drop  on  my 
shoolder^the  elighteat  aign— the  moving  ot  an  eya- 
lid,  ahall  signity  consent  All  shall  be  prepared 
within  an  hour;  within  another,  the  prieat  shall 
unite  us ;  and  within  a  third,  we  leave  the  isle  be- 
hind uSf  and  aeek  our  fortunea  on  the  continent." 
But  while  he  apoke,  in  joyful  anticipation  of  taa 
conaent  which  ne  implored,  Alice  found  meana  ID 
collect  together  her  re^lution,  which,  atagnered  by 
the  eagemeaa  of  her  lover,  the  impulae  ofher  own 
afibetiona,  and  the  smgularity  of  her  aituation,— ^ 
aeeming,  in  her  case,  to  justify  what  would  have 
been  most  blameable  in  another,— had  more  than 
half  abandoned  her. 

The  result  of  a  moment's  deliberation  waa  Ibtal 
to  Jolian'a  jpropoaaK  She  extricated  heraelf  from 
the  arm  which  had  pressed  her  to  his  side  awaSi 
and  repelling  his  attempu  to  api>roach  or  detain  bet, 
aaid.  with  a  aimplicity  not  unmingled  with  dignity, 
"  Julian,  I  alwaya  knew  I  riaked  much  in  invitiuK 
you  to  thie  meeting ;  bnt  I  did  not  gueaa  that  1 . 
could  have  been  so  cruel  both  to  you  and  to  mysaU; 
aa  to  Bufier  you  to  diaoover  what  you  have  to*day 
aeen  too  plainly— that  I  love  you  better  than  ym 
love  ma  But  since  you  do  know  it,  I  vriU  shoar 
you  that  Alioe'a  love  is  diainteceated— 9he  will  not 
bring  an  i^nwble  name  into  your  ancient  hooae.  II 
herMtfter.  in  your  line,  there  should  arise  soma  who 
may  think  the  claims  of  the  hierarchy  too  exorbitant, 
the  pawera  of  the  crown  too  extenaive,  men  ahan 
not  aay  these  ideaa  were  derived  finom  Alice  Bridg»> 
north,  their  whig  grand-dame." 

"Can  you  speak  thua,  Alice?"  aaid  her  lovsr. 
"Can  you  nae  sacfa  expressions)  and  are  yon  not 
aensible  that  they  abow  plainly  it  is  your  own  pride, 
not  regard  for  me,  that  makes  you  resist  the  hap- 
pinesaof  both?" 

"  Not  ao,  Julian ;  not  ao."  anawered  Alice,  with 
tears  in  her  eyea;  "it  ia  the  command  of  duty  to 
us  both— of  duty,  which  we  caAnot  transgress,  with- 
out risking  our  happiness  here  and  hereafter.  Think 
what  I,  the  cause  of  all,  ahould  feel,  when  your 
fiitherfiowna,  yonr  mother  weepa,  your  noble  frienda 
atand  aloot  and  you,  even  you  youraei^  ahall  hsna 
made  the  painful  diaoovery,  that  you  have  incurred 
the  contempt  and  reaentment  of  aJ)  to  satiafy  a  boyu 
ish  passion ;  and  that  the  poor  beauty,  onoe  snffl- 
cient  to  mislead  y«oo,  is  graduaUy  declining  under 
the  infhience  of  grief  and  venation  1  Tliis  I  wiU  ndt 
risk.  I  seo  distinctly  it  is  best  we  should  here  break 
off  and  part ;  and  I  thank  Ood,  who  givea  me  light 
enough  to  perceive,  and  strength  enough  to  with- 
stand, yonr  folly  as  well  as  mr  own.  Farewell, 
then.  Julian  t  but  first  take  the  solemn  advice  which 
I  called  you  hither  to  impart  to  you  .*— Shun  my  fin- 
ther— you  cannot  walk  in  his  patha,  and  be  true  to 
gratitude  and  to  honour.  What  he  doth  from  pnm 
and  honourable  motivee,  you  cannot  aid  him  in,  aa^ 
cept  upon  the  suggestion  of  a  ailly  and  intei«stad 

Eassion,  at  variance  with  all  the  engagementa  yon 
ave  formed  at  coming  into  life." 
"Once  more,  Alice,'^  anawered  Julian,  "I  undtt- 
^tand  you  not.    1  f  a  courae  of  action  ia  good^  it  needs 
no  vindication  from  the  ador'a  motivea— if  bad,  it 
can  derive  none." 

"*  You  cannot  blind  me  with  your  aophiatry,  Ji>- 
lian,"  replied  Alice  Bridgenorth,  "  any  more  than 
you  can  overpower  ma  with  your  paasion.  Had  the 
patriarch  destined  hia  aon  to  death  upon  any  lass 
ground  than  fiiith  and  humble  obedience  to  a  drvuia 
commandment,. he  had  meditated  a  murder  and  net 
a  sacrifice.  In  our  late  bloody  and  lamentable  wars, 
bow  many  drew  swords  on  either  side,  from  the 
perest  and  most  honourable  motivea?  How  manr 
from  the  culpable  sngseations  of  ambition,  self-asali- 
ing,  and  love  of  nlundiBr?  Yet  while  they  marched 
m  the  aame  rankat  and  apurred  their  horsea  at  tlia 
aame  trampet*aoniid,  the  memory  of  the  foimer  m 
dear  to  us  aa  patriota  or  ioyaliata— that  of  thoae  wU» 
acted  on  mean  or  unworthy  promptings,  is  either 
execrated  or  forgotten.  Once  mora,  I  wan jnm^ 
avoid  my  father-leave  this  ialand,  whkh  wii  hi 
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em  «9teted  bf«toaageinei^art8-^^lii]e  you  atoy, 
0U  your  guard— cbstrust  every  thiog-ybe  jealous  of 
«veiy  one,  o?en  o£  tboaa  to  whom  it  may  «eem 
■•iinoit  iaijpoeaible^  IVom  ciroorastaDma,  to  attach  a 
ttiiaclow  of  ausiNcioa— trust  not  the  very  atones  of 
itM  moat  secret  apartment  in  Holm-Peel^  for  that 
vhich  halh  wtnga  ahall  carry  the  matter." 

Hera  Alice  bmke  off  aoadenly.  and  with  a  faint 
'«hrtek :  for,  sten^g  fvom  pehind  the  stunted  copse 
-ifUch  nad  concealed  him,  her  father  stood  unexpeet- 
jidhr  before  them. 

.  The  reader  cannot  have  for^^tten  chat  thia  was 
•the  eecond  time  in  which  the  stoldn  interviews  of 
Ihe  lovers  had  been  interrupted  by  the  unexpected 
'inarition  of  Hv^  Bridgenorth.  On  this  second 
occasion  his  countenance  exhibited  anger  mixed  with 
'■okranicy,  Uke  that  oC  the  spirit  to  a  ghoalpseer, 
ivhom  he  ppbnida  with  having  nedected  a  chai^ 
.uaposed  at  their  first  mseting.  Even  his  angpr, 
.hoMever,  produced  no  mote  violent  emotion  than  a 
,eoU  stemneas  of  manner  in  his  apeeeh  and  action. 
'^  I  thank  yon,  Alios,"  he  aaid  to  hie  daughter,  "for 
(the  paina  you  have  taken  to  uraverse  my  designs 
tMNods  this  young  nnn,  and  towards  yourael£  I 
^^lank  yoQ  for  the  hints  ymx  have  thrown  ojtt  be- 
lime  my  appearaiuse,  the  saddenneas  of  whieb  alone 
4ae  pveeented  jrou  frsm  canying  your  coofidenoe 
»t»  &  pitch  which  would  have  Dlaoed  my  Kfe  end  that 
fef  oaera  at  the  diaefetion  or  a  boy«  who,  when  the 
^flense  of  God  and  hie  country  is  laid  before  him,  has 
Jiot  kisuie  to  think  of  them,  so  much  is  he  occupied 
iarith  such  a  baby-£M)e  aa  thine."  Alioe^  nale  as 
-dsath,  oontinoed  nkotiooleaa,  with  her  eyes  fixed  en 
the  ground,  without  atteiMing  the  slightest  reply 
lethe  ironical  reproaehea  of  her  father. 

"  And  yoU|"  continnad  Major  Bridgenorth,  turn- 
,Hig  from  hie  daughter  to  ner  lover,—"  you^  eir, 
•tove  well  repaid  the  liberal  confidence  which  I 
placed  in  you  with  ao  little  reserve.  Ton  I  have  to 
thank  aleo  for  some  lessons,  which  may  taaeh  me  to 
.not  aat'isfied  with  the  chnrrs  blood  which  nature  has 
foorod  into  my  Teina,  and  with  ths  lude  noruue 
erhjoh  my  &tber  allotted  to  me." 

"  I  underatand  you  not,  air,"  replied  Julian  Peveril, 
who,  feeling  the  neoeasity  of  saying  something,  ooukl 
:Mok,  at  the  momont,  find  any  thing  more  fitting  to  say. 

"Yes,  sir,  I  thank  yon,"  aaid  Mejor  Bridgenorth, 
in  the  aame  cold  aarcaatie  tone,  "for  having  ahown 
-me,  that  breach  of  hoapitality,  infringement  of  good 
tfutt,  and  such  hke  peccaddloee,  are  not  utterly 
:forjaign  to  the  mmd  and  conduct  of  the  heir  of  a 
Aaaghtly  house  of  twenty  desosnts.  It  is  a  great 
.Maon  to  me.  air  {  for  hitherto  I  had  thought  with 
the  yulgar,  tihat  gentk  maonen  went  with  gentle 
Uood.  But  peihape  oourtssy  is  too  chivaliooa  a 
euahty  to  be  waated  m  interoentae  with  a  round- 
•ieaded  fanatic  hke  myself." 
.  **  Major.  Bridgenorth^"  said  Julian,  "  whatever  has 
happened  m  this  interview  which  may  have  displeas- 
ed yecL  has  been  die  result  of  Mkiga  audden^  and 
atrongiy  animated  by  the  crieis  of  the  moment— 
iMothing  wae  piemeditated." 

'*Not  even  your  meeting,  I  suppose  T"  replied 
Andannorth,  in  the  same  cold  tone.  "Tou,  sir, 
•^vnndsred  hither  from  Holm-Peel— <oiy  daughter 
•trelled  forth  firom  the  Black  Font  end  chanoe, 
doubtlesa,  asaigned  you  a  meeting  by  the  atone  of 
49oddard  Crovan  f -^Young  man,  diagrace  yourself 
kf  no  mora  applogiea— they  are  worse  than  luttless. 
-p'Aiid  you,  maiden,  who,  in  your  fear  of  losing  your 
«sver.  could  verge  on  betraying  what  might  have  cost 
•  fiither  his  hfo— begone  to  your  home.  I  will  talk 
iwsth  fou  at  more  letaure,  and  teach  yon  practically 
Iheae  dutiea  which  you  aeem  to  have  forgotten." 

"  On  my  honour,  air,"  said  Julian,  "  your  daughtar 
li^iltlessof  all  that  can  oflbnd  70U;  she  resisted 
•emery  ofier  which  the  headatrong  violence  of  my  paa- 
Kion  wned  me  to  preas  upon  her." 
^  "And,  in  brieC'  eaid  Bridgenorth,  "I  am  not  to 
Mieve  that  yon  have  met  in  thia  remote  place  of  ran- 
eleawooa  by  Alice's  special  appointment  f' 

WmM.  knew  not  what  to  rbply,  and  Bridgenorth 
Mw  ei^ed  with  hia  hand  to  hie  daughter  to  with- 


.  "I  obsr  70U1  <Kther,,v  aaid  Alios,  who  had  IrAii 
time  recDveted  from  the  extremity  o£  her  ewpmar- 
"  I  obey  you ;  luit  Heaven  is  my  witneas  that  yos^i 
me  m^ie  than  injustice  in  suepectiog  roe  captbhflt 
betraying  your  aecrets,  even  had  it  been  neeesmy » 
aave  my  own  life  or  that  of  Julian.  Tbatjmw 
walking  in  a  dangeffooa  path  I  weU  know;  bot  yai 
do  it  with  your  eyes  open,  and  are  actuated  by  no* 
tivea  of  wl^eh  you  caneetiroate  the  worth  aodvaliiL 
My  sole  wish  was,  that  this  ye«mg  man  abouU  est 
eater  blindfold  on  the  aame  penis ;  and  I  had  arigbt 
to  warn  him,  stnoe  the  feehngs  by  which  hs  ia  hon* 
winked  had  a  direct  reforence  to  ase." 

"'TiB  well,  minion,"  said  Bridgenorth,  "yon km 
spoken  your  say.  Retire,  and  let  me  ceaiplete  tk 
eonforenoe  which  you  have  so  considsrateljr  cm 
menced." 

"I  go,  air,"  aaid  Aliosi— "  JuUan,  to  you  nr  ha 
words  are,  and  I  would  apeak  than  with  myha 
breath--Farewell,  and  cauuon  i" 

She  turned  from  them,  dteappeaied  among  tkt 
anderwQod,  and  was  seen  no  more. 

"  A  true  spscimen  of  womankind,"  said  h«  h* 
ther,  looking  after  her,  "  who  would  give  tbac«B 
of  nationa  vpi  rather  than  endanger  a  hair  «f  be 
bveHa  heed.— Vou,  Master  PereriT,  doubdess,  hM 
her  opiiiion,  that  the  best  love  is  a  aafe  lovel" 

"  Were  danger  alone  in  my  way,"  said  ?cnn, 
much  aurprisea  at  the  aoftened  tone  in  which  Briiip- 
north  made  thia  observation,  "  there  are  few  ibiqp 
which  I  would  not  face  to— to— deserve  your  §m 
opinion."  .. 

"  Or  rather  to  vein  my  daughter's  band,"  wa 
Bridgenorth.  "Well,  young  roan, 'one  tbiiu;  m 
nleaaed  me  iti  your  conduct,  though  of  mneh  I  n« 
my  reasons  to  complain— one  thu$  kat  pleaM.B» 
You  have  surmounted  that  boundrag  wall  of  ani»> 
cratical  pride,  in  which  your  father,  and.  Isiyw^ 
hia  fathera,  remained  imprisoned,  as  in  UKiiaaBeii 
of  a  feudal  fortrsafr-you  have  leaped  ove  dui  aar* 
rien  and  ahown  youraelf  not  unwilling  tBva^V^' 
self  with  a  family,  whom  your  father  spumsaa  wv 
bom  and  ignoble."  . 

However  favourable  thia  speech  sounded  towini 
Bueeeas  in  hia  suit,  it  so  brosdly  stated  the  tmut 
quenoes  of  that  success  so  far  aa  his  psreota  «^ 
concerned,  that  Julian  felt  it  in  the  last  degnBjim- 
cult  to  reply.  At  length,  perceiving  that  Mag 
Bridgenorui  seemed  resolved  quietly  to  avail  I|B 
anawer,  he  mustered  up  courage  to  say,  '^b^  w- 
inga  which  I  entertain  towarda  your  dsnghtw,  K9t 
ter  Bridgenorth,  are  of  a  nature  to  soperaede  maar 
other  ooneiderations,  to  which,  in  any  other  caav 
ahould  fsel  it  my  duty  tocgire  the  most  re*?^"; 
attention.  I  will  not  disguise  from  you,  tHaJ  V 
latiier's  prejudices  agamat  anch  a  match  v^wiajQ 
very  strong;  but  1  devoutly  believe  *«y.'5C 
disappear  w^en  he  came  to  know  the  ment  of  ASg 
Bridgenonh,  and  to  be  aensible  that  she  only  eosv 
make  hie  son  happy."  ^^^]m 

"  In  the  raeenwhile,  you  are  deairew  to  ooffipw" 
the  tmion  which  you  propoee  vrithoot  the  »d9*S 
of  your  parents,  and  take  the  chanoe  of  their  m 
hereafter  reconciled  to  iti  So  I  underarand, «JJ 
thsproposal  which  you  made  but  latdy  to  m 


The  iums  of  human  nature,  and  of  bepi«"/'J52 
are  ao  irregular  and  uncertain,  that  aunoDgn  jw*- 
had  butalew  minutes  before uraed  to  Alioea pnvne 
marriage,  and  an  elopement  to  the  oontuifi^'iibX. 
sores  upon  which  the  whole  happiness  m  '"^J^fL 
psnded,  the  proposal  seemed  not  to  himj»^ 
deligbdy  when  stated  by  the  calm,  cold,  di^*^ 
accents  of  her  father.  It  sounded  no  longer  w«r 
impulaee  of  ardent  paasion,  throwing  ail  ov^Ja^ 
aKterations  aside,  but  as  a  distinct  •w»?*^"JE 
dignity  of  his  house  to  one  who  seemed  to^^^I 
their  relative  situation  aa  the  trinmpn  w JJJJ^ 
north  over  Peveril.  He  waa  mute  for  a  n»"J"JL^ 
the  vain  attempt  to  shape  his  «n«^«'??i'L  *i«f3i 
to  intimate  aeouieacenceln  what  Bridgeaortn  •» 
and  a  vindioetiott  of  his  own  regSTd  for  hia  |»n»»" 


^  ^, ...., w,...  legerd 

and  for  &e  hondv  of  his  house.  , 

Thin  daisy  gc«e  siaa  lo.anflpidfla,  ■«> 
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north's  eye  gleamed,  nhd  hiB  lip  qoiveYedi  wliiYt 
be  give  Teal  to  it  '*  Hark  ye,  young  man— deal 
openly  with  me  in  this  matter,  tf  70u  woqM  not 
have  me  think  you  the  execrable  villain  who  would 
have  seduced  an  unhappy  girl  under  promises  which 
be  never  designed  to  fuml.  Let  me  but  suspect  this, 
and  you  shall  see,  on  the  spot,  how  far  your  pride 
and  your  pedigree  will  preserve  you  against  the  just 
venffeanoe  of  a  father." 

"You  do  me  wrong/'  said  Peveril— " yon  do  me 
infinite  wrong,  Major  Bridgenorth.  I  am  incapable 
of  the  infamy  which  you  allude  to^  llie  proposal 
I  made  to  your  daughter  was  as  sincere  as  ever  was 
ofiered  by  man  to  woman.  I  only  hesitated,  because 
you  think  it  necessary  to  examine  me  so  very  closely; 
and  to  possess  yourself  of  all  my  nnrposes  and  senti- 
ments, in  their  fullest  extent,  without  explaining  to 
me  the  tendency  of  your  owo/' 

**"  Your  proposal  then,  shapes  itself  thus,"  said 
Bridgenorth.— "You  are  willmg  to  lead  my  only- 
child  into  exile  from  her  native  country,  to  gire  her 
a  claim  to  kindness  and  protection  from  your  family, 
which  you  know  will  be  disregarded,  on  condition 
I  consent  to  bestow  her  hand  on  you,  with  a  fortune 
sufficient  to  haye  matched  that  of  your  ancastors, 
when  they  had  most  reason  to  boast  of  their  wealth. 
nils,  young  jnan.  seems  no  equal  baigain.  And 
yeL'  he  contmued,  after  a  momentary  pause,  "  so 
little  do  I  value  the  goods  of  this  world,  that  it  might 
not  be  utterly  beyond  thy  powter  to  reconcile  me  to 
the  match  which  you  have  proposed  to  me,  however 
onenual  it  may  appear." 

"  Show  me  but  the  means  which  can  propitiate 
foor  favour,  Major  Bridgenorth,'^  said  Peveril,^**  for 
1  will  not  doubt  that  they  will  be  consistent  with  my 
bonour  and  duty,— and  you  shall  soon  see  how 
eagerly  I  will  obey  your  directions,  or  subniit  to  your 
oondiuons." 

'^They  are  summed  in  few  words,"  answered 
Bridgenorth.  **  Be  an  honest  man,  and  the  firiend  of 
your  country." 

"  No  one  nas  ever  doubted,"  replied  Pcreril,  "that 
I  am  both." 

'*  Pardon  me,"  replied  the  Major;  "No  one  has  as 
yet  seen  you  show  yourself  either.  Interrupt  me  not 
— I  question  not  your  will  to  be  both :  but  you  have 
hitherto  neither  nad  the  light  nor  the  opportunity 
necessary  for  the  display  of  your  principles,  or  the 
service  of  your  country.  You  have  lived  when  an 
apathy  of  mind,  succeeding  to  the  agitations  of  the 
Civil  War,  had  made  men  indif!erent  to  state  affairs, 
and  more  willing  to  cultivat^their  own  ease^  than  to 
stand  in  the  gap  when  the  Lord  was  pleading  with 
Israel.  But  we  are  Englishmen ;  and  with  us  such 
unnatural  lethargy  cannot  continue  long.  Already. 
many  of  those  who  most  desired  the  return  or 
Chanes  Stewart,  r^rd  him  as  a  King  whom 
Henven,  importuned  by  our  entreaties,  gave  to  us  in 
Hia  anger.  His  unlimited  license— an  example  so 
roadily  tollowed  by  the  young  and  the  gay  around  him 
— ^Iias  disgusted  the  minds  of  all  sober  and  thinking 
men.  I  had  not  now  held  conference  with  you  in  this 
intimate  fashion,  were  I  not  aware  that  you.  Master 
Julian,  were  free  from  such  stain  of  the  times.  Hea- 
ven, that  rendered  the  King's  course  of  license 
fruitful,  has  denied  issue  to  his  bed  of  wedlock ;  and 
in  the  gloomy  and  stem  character  of  his  bigoted 
successor,  we  already  see  what  sort  of  monarch 
shajl  succeed  to  the  crown  of  England.  This  is  a 
critical  period,  at  which  it  necessarily  becomes  the 
duty  of  all  men  to  step  forward,  each  in  his  degree^ 
f  na  aid  in  rescuing  the  country  which  ^ave  us  birth." 
>'everil  remembered  the  warning  which  he  had  re* 
ceived  from  Alice,  and  bent  his  eyes  on  the  ground, 
without  returning  any  reply.  **How  is  it,  young 
man,"  continued  Bridgenorth,  after  a  pause— "so 
younfi  as  thou  art,  and  bound  by  no  ties  of  kindred 

Srofbgacy  with  the  eilemies  of  your  country,  vou  can 
e  already  hardened  to  the  claims  she  may  form  on 
you  at  this  crisis?" 

**It  were  easy  to  answer  you  generally.  Major 
Bridgenorth,"  replied  Peveril— "It  were  easy  to  say 
that  my  country  ctinnot  make  a^aim  on  me  which 
1  will  not  prompdy  answer  at  thb  risk  of  lands  and 


lifb.  Bit  in dealingdms generally,  wAeihoiMl«idl(A 
ceiveeach  other.    What  is  the  nature  of  thisealVI 
By  whom  is  iif  to  be  sounded?  And  what  are  fata  ' 
the  resul  ts  ?  For  I  think  you  have  already  aeen  enoogli  ' 
of  the  evils  of  civil  war,  to  be  wary  of  again  awakan* 
ing  its  terrors  in  a  peaceful  and  happy  eoimtry." 

^They  that  are  drenched  with  poisonous  ncrta^ 
dcs,"  said  the  Mtijor,  "^must  be  awakened  by  theif 
physicians,  though  it  were  with  the  sound  Af*  tb» 
ttumpeL    Better  that  men  should  die  bravely,  wilfar 
their  arms  in  their  hands,  like  ftee-bom  EngHih- 
men,  than  that  they  should  slide  into  the  bloodleM  < 
but  dishonoured  grave  which  slavery  opens  fbrin 
vassals^But  it  is  not  of  war  that  I  was  aboac  ttf 
speak,"  he  added,  assummg  a  milder  tone.    **TlM  - 
evils  of  which  England  now  complains,  are  suck  M 
aan  be  remedied  by  the  wholesome  administration  of 
her  own  law^  even  in  the  state  in  which  they  are  Mill 
iuflered  to  exist    Have  these  laws  not  a  right  to  tfie  ' 
support  of  every  individual  who  lives  under  theml 
Have  they  not  a  right  to  yours  1" 

As  he  seamed  to  pause  for  an  answer,  Peveril  rs* 

f»Iied,  "  I  have  to  kani,  Major  Bridgenorth,  how  tito 
aws  of  Enffland  have  become  so^r  weakened  as  !• 
:E 


require  sucE  support  as  mine.    When  that  ;is  i 

plain  to  me,  no  man  wiH  more  willingly  disehflffgi 
the  duty  of  a  faithful  liegeman  to  the  law  as  weH  m 
the  King.  But  the  laws  of  England  are  under  Ida 
guardianship  of  upright  and  learned  judges,  and  of 
a  gracious  monarch.'^  ' 

^  And  of  a  House  of  Commons,"  interrupted  Bridg- 
north, "no  longer  doting  upon  restored  monarewr^ 
but  awakened,  as  with  a  peal  of  thunder,  to  the  pen*-  • 
lous  state  of  our  religion,  and  of  onr  freedom.  I  ap- 
peal to  your  own  conscience,  Julian  Peveril,  whetktf 
this  awakening  hath  not  been  in  dme,  since  yo«' 
yourself  know,  and  none  better  than  you,  the  seerM 
out  rapid  strides  which  Rome  has  made  to  erset 
her  Dagon  of  idolatry  within  our  Protestant  landj" 

Here  Julian  seeing,  or  thinking  he  saw,  the  drift 
of  Bridgenorth's  suspicions,  hastened  to  exculpatt 
himself  from  the  thought  of  fivouring  the  RoaMOi 
Catholic  religion.  "It  is  true,"  he  said,  "I  bav9> 
been  educated  in  a  family  where  that  faith  is  pro- 
fessed by  one  honoured  individual,  and  that  I  km% 
since  travelled  in  Popish  countries;  but  even  fuf 
these  very  reasons  I  have  seen  Popery  too  doeely' 
to  be  friendly  to  its  tenets.  The  bigotry  of  the  k>> 
men— the  persevering  arts  of  the  priesthood—tnr 
perpetual  intrigye  for  the  extension  of  the  foiwi! 
without  the  q>int  of  religion— the  usurpation  of  that 
church  over  the  consciences  of  men— and  her  im- 
pious pretensions  to  infallibility,  are  as  inconsiaient 
to  my  mind  as  they  can  seem  to  yours,  with  commoil 
sense,  rational  liberty,  freedom  of  eonscienoe^  ani 
pore  religion." 

"  Spoken  like  the  son  of  your  exeellent  mother!*^ 
said  Bridgenorth,  grasping  bis  hand;  *'for  whottt 
sake  I  have  consented  to  endure  so  much  from  your 
house  unrequited,  even  when  the  means  of  rsquitil 
were  in  my  own  hand." 

**  It  was  indeed  from  the  instructions  of  that  ex- 
cellent parent,"  sakl  Peveril,  **  that  I  was  ensblid, 
in  my  early  youth,  to  resist  and  repel  the  insicyoat 
attacks  made  upon  my  religious  faith  by  the  Catko- 
lic  priests  into  whose  company  I  was  neoesserily 
thrown.  Like  her,  I  trust  to  live  and  die  in  M 
faith  of  the  reformed  Church  of  England." 

"The  Church  of  England!"  said  Bridgenorfh 
dropping  his  young  friend's  hand,  but  presently  re- 
suming It— "Alasfthat  church,  as  now  constitotedi 
usurps  scarcely  less  than  Rome  herself  upon  men's 
consciences  and  liberties ;  yet,  out  of  the  weidinest 
of  this  half-reformed  church,  may  God  be  pleased  t6 
work  out  deliverance  to  England,  and  praise  to  Hiim 
self  I  must  not  forget^  that  one  whose  services 
have  been  in  the  cause  incalculable,  wears  the  garr|| 
of  an  English  priest,  and  hath  had  Episcopal  oidi<* 
nation.  It  is  not  for  us  to  challenge  the  instrument 
so  that  onr  escape  is  scbieved  from  the  net  of  thi 
fowler.  Enough,  that  I  find  thee  not  as  yet  en 
lightened  with  the  purer  doctrine,  but  prepared  (• 
profit  by  it  when  the  spark  shall  reach  thee.  Enougta^ 
m  Especial,  that  I  find  thee  Willing  to  uptiflllhy  MMT 
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,,  „  en  •Imkl  and  4>u«  not,  agauift  the  errors 

and  arts  of  the  Church  of  Kome«  /But  remember, 
what  thou  hast  now  said,  them  wilt  soon  be  called 
npan  to  justify,  in  a  manner 'the  most  solemn— the 
most  awnil."    .  j 

*'  What  I  have  said,"  replied  Julian  Peveril,  "  being 
the  unbiassed  sentiments  of  my  heart,  shall,  upon 
no  proper  occasion,  want  the  support  of  my  open 
atowal;  and  I  think  it  strange  you  should  doubt  me 
•0  far. 

"  I  doubt  thee  not,  my  young  friend,"  said  Bridge- 
north  I  *'  and  I  trust  to  see  tnv  name  rank  high  amongst 
those  oy  whom  the  prey  shall  be  rent  from  the  mighty. 
At  present,  thy  prejudices  occupy  thy  mind  like  the 
strong  keeper  of  the  house  mentioned  in  Scripture. 
Bui  there  shall  come  a  stronger  than  he,  and  make 
forcible  entry,  displsyingon  the  battlements  that  sign 
0f  faith  in  which  alone  there  is  found  salvation.— 
Watch,  hope,  and  pray,  that  the  hour  may  come!" 

There  was  a  pause  in  the  conversation,  which 
was  first  broken  by  PeveriL  "  You  have  spoken  to 
ma  in  riddles,  Msjor  Bridgenorth ;  and  I  have  asked 
you  for  no  explanation.  Listen  to  a  caution  on  my 
part,  given  with  the  most  sincere  good-will.  Take 
a  hint  from  me,  and  believe  it,  though  it  is  darkly 
eipressed.  You  are  here— at  least  are  believed  to  be 
hsre-^on  an  errand  dangerous  to  the  Lord  of  the 
Island.  That  danger  will  be  retorted  on  yourself,  if 
ypu  make  Man  long  your  place  of  residence.  Be 
warned,  and  depart  in  time." 

**And  leave  my  daughter  to  the  guardianship  of 
Julian  Peveril?  Runs  not  your  counsel  so,  young 
man 7"  answered  Bridgenorth.  "Trust  my  safety, 
Julian,  to  mf  own  prudAce.  I  have  been  accus- 
tMMd  to  guide  myself  throush  worse  dangers  than 
now  environ  me. ,  But  I  thank  you  for  your  caution, 
which  I  am  willing  to  believe  was  at  least  partly 
difin  teres  ted.' ' 
^We  do  not,  then,  part  in  anger?"  said  Peveril. 

**Not  in  angeri  my  son,"  said  Bridgenorth,  "but 
m  love  and  strong  afiection.  For  my  daughter,  thou 
must  forbear  every  thought  of  seeing  her,  save  through 
ma.  I  accept  not  thy  suit,  neither  do  I  reject  it;  only 
this  I  intimate  to  you,  that  he  who  would  be  my  son, 
q^t  first  show  himself  the  true  and  loving  child  of 
his  oppressed  and  deluded  country.  Farewell!  Do 
not  answer  me  now{  thou  art  vet  in  the  gall  of  bit- 
tamess,  and  it  may  be  that  strife  (which  I  desire  not) 
•hould  fall  between  us.  Thou  sbal  t  hear  of  me  sooner 
than  thou  thinkest  for." 

,He  shook  Peveril  heartily  by  the  hand,  and  again 
bid  him  farewell,  leaving  him  under  the  confused  and 
mingled  impression  of  pleasure,  doubt,  and  wonder. 
Not  8  little  surprised  to  find  himself  so  far  in  the 
good  graces  of  Alice's  father,  that  his  suit  was  even 
tavouied  with  a  sort  of  negative  encouragement,  he 
eould  not  help  auspecting,  as  well  from  the  language 
nf  the  daughter  as  of  the  father^  that  Bridgenorth 

E  desirous,  as  the  price  of  his  is vour,  tnat  he 
Id  adopt  some  line  of  conduct  inconsistent  with 
•rinciples  in  which  he  had  been  educated. 

"You  need  not  fear.  Alice,"  he  said  in  his  heart; 
*not  even  your  hand  would  1  purchase  by  aught 
which  resembled  unworthy  or  truckling  compliance 
with  tenets  which  my  heart  disowns;  and  well  I 
know,  were  I  mean  enough  to  do  so,  even  the  autho- 
rity of  thy  father  were  insufficient  to  conipel  thee  to 
the  ratification  of  so  mean  a  bargain.  But  let  me 
hope  better  things.  Bridgenorth.  though  strong- 
minded  and  sagacious,  is  haunted,  by  the  fears  of 
S^opery,,  which  are  the  bugbears  of  his  spct.  My  resi- 
ence  in  the  family  of  the  Counte8S\>f  Derby  is  more 
iban  enough  to  inspire  him  with  suspicions  of  my 
iailh,  from  whieh,  thank  Heaven^  I  can  vindicate 
myself  with  truth  and  a  good  conscience." 

So  thinking,  he  aeain  adjusted  the  girthfi  of  his 
IMdfrey,  replaced  the  pit  which  he  had  slipped  out  of 
Its  mouth,  that  it  might  feed  at  libi^rty,  and  n^ount- 
ing,  pursued  his  way  back  to  the  Castle  of  Holm- 
Peel,  where  he  could  not  help  fearing  that  something 
•vtraordinarv  might  hsve  happened  in  his  absence. 

But  the  old  pile  soon  rose  before  him,  serene,  and 
sternly  stilK  oniid  the  sleeping  ocean.  The  banner, 
vbiich  indicated  that  tha  Lord  of  Man  held  residence 


within  its  ruinous  precmcta,  hunc  motionless  by  tbi 
ensign-stafil  The  sentinels  walked  to  and  fro  oo 
their  posts^  and  hummed  or  whistled  their  Manx 
sirs.  Lea  vine  his  faithful  companion.  Fairy,  in  the 
village  as  before,  Julian  entered  the  Castle,  and 
found  all  within  m  the  same  state  of  quietness  tad 
good  order  which  external  appearances  had  as 
nouncedL 
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now  new  nMt  no6  ms.  brothOT  dasf « 

ThitNiihout  Mernr  Enf  land. 
Vhere  «riH  I  find  a  mnnenger. 

Botwizt  lu  two  (o  lend. 

JvuAs^M  first  rencounter,  after  re-entenng  tbf 
Castle,  was  with  its  young  Lord,  who  received  him 
with  his  usual  kindneaa  and  lightneas  of  humour 

"  Thrice  weloome,  Sir  Knight  of  Dames,"  said  tht 
Earl ;  "  here  vou  rove  gallantly,  and  at  free  will, 
through  our  dominions,  fulfilling  of  appointments, 
and  achieving  amorous  adventures ;  wnile  we  are 
condemned  to  sit  in  our  royal  halls,  as  dull  and  u 
immovable  as  if  our  Majesty  waa  carved  on  ;h« 
stern  of  some  Manx  smuggling  dogger,  and  chriit* 
ened  the  King  Arthur  of  Ramsey." 

"  Nay,  in  that  case  you  would  take  the  sea,"  aid 
Julian,  **  and  so  enjoy  travel  and  adventure  enoagb." 

"Oh,  but  suppose  me  wind-bound,  or  detainoi  ia 
harbour  by  a  revenue  pink,  or  ashore,  if  you  like  it, 
and  lying  nigjh  and  drv  upon  the  aand.  Imagine  the 
royal  image  in  the  dullest  of  all  predicamdDU,  aod 
you  have  not  equalled  mine." 

"I  am  happv  to  hear,  at  least,  that  yon  have  bad 
no  disagreeaole  employment,"  said  Julian:  *tk 
moming^s  alarm  has  blown  over,  I  supposer 

"In  faith  it  has,  Julian:  and  our  close  iaqninai 
cannot  find  any  cause  for  the  apprehended  iwane- 
tion.  That  Bridgenorth  is  in  the  island  seemioenuo; 
but  private  affairs  of  consequence  are  alleged  tftM 
cause  of  his  visit:  and  I  am  not  desirous  tohiTehim 
arrested  unless  I  could  prove  some  maipnc&ort 
againat  him  and  his  companiona.    In  faiet,  it  «wU 
seem  we  had  taken  the  alarm  too  soon.    My  mothff 
spesks  of  consulting  you  on  the  subject,  Julian;  lad 
I  will  not  anticipate  her  solemn  oommunication.  It 
will  be  partly  apologetical,  I  suppose;  for  we  Iwgm 
to  think  our  retreat  rather  unroyal,  and  that,  lil^^ 
wicked,  we  have  tied  when  no  man  pursued.   Tbii 
idea  affiicts  my  mother,  who,  as  a  Queen-Dowam, 
a  Queen- Regent,  a  heroine,  and  a  woman  in  general, 
would'  be  extremely  moytined  to  think  that  ner  pre- 
cipitate retreat  hither  had  exposed  her  to  the  ridicwe 
of^  the  islanders;  and  she  is  disconcerted  aod  out  of 
humour  accordingly.    In  the  meanwhile,  my  sow 
amuaement  has  been  the  grimaces  and  fantastic 

gestures  of  that  ape  Fenclfa,  who  is  more  out  of 
umour,  and  more  absurd,  in  consequence,  than  too 
ever  saw  her.^  Morris  says,  it  is  because  you  pushed 
her  down  stairs,  Julian— now  is  that  7" 

"Nay.  Morris  has  misreported  me,"  answered 
Julian ;  I  did  but  lift  her  up^  stairs  to  be  rid  of  her 
importunity;  for  she  chose,  in  her  way, to  contest 
my  going  abroad  in  such  an  obstinate  manner,  that 
I  had  no  other  mode  of  getting  rid  of  her." 

"  She  must  have  supposed  your  departure,  at  a 
moment  so  critical,  was  dangerous  to  ihe  state  oi 
our  garrison,"  answered  the  Earl;  "it  shows  ho* 
dearly  she  esteems  my  motlier*8  safety,  how  highly 
she  rates  your  pfowess.— But,  thsnk  Heaven,  thenf 
sounds  the  dinner-bell.  I  would  the  philosophers, 
who  find  8  sin  and  waste  of  time  in  good  cbea, 
could  devise  us  any  nastime  half  so  agrechble.' 

The  meal  which  the  young  Eari  had  thus  longed 
for,  as  a  means  of  consuming  a  portion  of  the  tune 
which  hung  heavy  on  his  hands,  was  soon  (5ver;  as 
soon,  at  least,  as  the  habitual  and  stately  forraaRty 
of  the  Countess's  household  permitted.  She  bet- 
self,  accompanied  by  her  gentlewoman  and  attend- 
ants, retired  eariy  after  the  taMes  were  drawn;  ana 
the  younj^  gentlemen  were  left  to  their  own  CodJ* 
pany.  Wine  had,  for  the  moment  no  charm*  «» 
either;  for  the  EajA  was  ou:  of  s:>iriie  frorc  cim»A 
and   impatience  W  his  iconoiooouf  ant.  soLury 
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PEVERIL  OF  Tld^  PEAK 


roune  of  life  j  and  the  etents  of  the  day  had  ^ven 
Peveril  too  much  matter  for  reflection,  to  permit  his 
starting  amusing  or  interesting  topics  of  conver- 
satioa  After  having  passed  the  nas^  in  silence 
betwixt  them  once  or  twice,  they  withdrew  each  into 
a  separate  embrasure  of  the  windows  of  the  dining 
apartment,  which,  such  was  the  extreme  thickness 
of  the  wall,  wsre  deep  enough  to  afford  a  solitary 
Teoess,  separated,  as  it  were,  from  the  chamber  itself. 
In  one  ol  these  sat  the  Earl  of  Derby,  busied  in  look- 
ing over  some  of  the  new  publications  which  had 
been  forwarded  from  London ;  and  at  intervals  con- 
Tessing  how  little  power  or  interest  these  had  for  him, 
by  yawning  fearfully  as  he  looked  out  on  the  solitary 
expanse  of  waters,  which,  save  for  the  flight  of  a 
flock  of  sea-gulls,  or  of  a  solitary  cormorant,  offered 
so  ftttle  of  variety  to  engage  his  attention. 

Pevenl,  on  his  part,  held  a  pamphlet  also  in  his 
land,  without  givmg,  or  aflectmg  to  give  it,  even  his 
)ccasional  attention.  His  whole  soul  turned  upon 
ihe  interview  which  he  had  had  that  day  with  Alice 
Brid^enortb,  and  with  her  father;  while  he  in  vain 
mdeavoured  to  form  any  hypothesis  which  could  ex- 
)iain  to  him  why  the  daughter,  to  whom  he  had  no 
^son  to  think  himself  indifferent,  should  have  been 
10  suddenly  desirous  of  their  eternal  separation, 
vhile  her  father,  whose  opposition  he  so  much 
treaded,  seemed  to  be  at  least  tolerant  of  his  ad- 
iresses.  He  could  only  suppose,  in  explanation, 
hat  Major  Bridgenorth  had  some  plan  in  prospect, 
»hich  it  was  in  his  own  power  to  further  or  to  im- 
Kde ;  while,  from  the  demeanour,  and  indeed  the 
anguage,  ox  Alice,  he  had  but  too  much  reason  to 
ipprehend  that  her  father's  favour  could  only  be  con* 
^tcd  by  something,  on  his  own  part,  approaching  to 
dereliction  of  principle.  But  by  no  conjecture  which 
lie  could  form,  could  he  make  the  least  guess  con- 
wming  the  nature  of  that  compliance,  of  which 
SridR'enorih  seemed  desirous.  He  could  not  imagine, 
tot  withstanding  Alice  had  spoken  of  treachery,  that 
er  father  would  dare  to  propose  to  him  uniting  in 
ny  plan  by  which  the  safety  of  the  Countess,  or  the 
ecurity  of  her  little  kingdom  of  Man,  was  to  be 
ndangered.  This  carried  such  indelible  disgrace  in 
le  front,  that  he  could  not  suppose  the  scheme  pro- 
osrc  to  him  by  any  who  was  not  prepared  to  defend 
rttli  his  Bwora,  upon  the  spot,  so  flagrant  an  insult 
flered  to  his  honour.  And  such  a  proceeding  was 
>tally  inconsistent  with  the  conduct  of  Major Bndge- 
orth  in  every  other  respect,  besides  his  being  top 
tlm  and  cold-blooded  to  permit  of  his  putting  a  mor- 
il  affront  upon  the  son  of  nis  old  neighbour,  to  whose 
lother  he  confessed  so  much  of  obligation. 
While  Peveril  in  vain  endeavoured  to  extract  some- 
lins  like  a  probable  theory  out  of  the  hints  thrown 
at  by  the  father  and  by  the  daughter— not  without 
le  additional  and  bver-like  labour  of  endeavouring 
I  reconcile  his  passion  to  his  honour  and  conscience 
-he  felt  something  gently  pull  ,him  by  the  cloak. 
[e  unclasped  his  arms,  which,  in  meditation,  had 
sen  folded  on  his  bosom ;  and  withdrawing  his  eyes 
om  the  vacant  prospect  of  sea-coast  and  sea  which 
ley  perused,  witnotit  much  consciousness  upon  what 
ter  rested,  he  beheld  besiile  him  the  little  dumb 
taiden,  the  elfin  Fenella.  She  was  seated  on  a  low 
irtiion  or  stool,  with  which  she  had  nestled  close  to 
everil's  side,  and  had  remained  there  for  a  short 
lace  of  tim&  expecting,  no  doubt,  he  would  become 
macioun  of  her  presence ;  until,  tired  of  remaining 
inoiiced,  she  at  length  solicited  his  attention  in  the 
anner  which  we  have  described.  Startled  out  of 
a  reverie  by  this  intimation  of  her  presence  he 
oked  riown,  and  could  not,  without  interest,  behold 
ita  singular  and  helpless  being. 
Her  hnir  was  unloosened,  and  streamed  ever  her 
loulders  in  such  length,  that  much  of  it  lay  upon 
e  ipround,  and  in  such  quantity,  that  it  formed  a 
irk  veil,  or  shadow,  not  only  around  her  face,  but 
rer  lier  who\e  slender  and  mmute  form.  From  the 
•ofiision  of  her  tresses  looked  forth  her  small  and 
irk,  hut  well-formed  features,  together  with  the 
rf[a  and  brilliant  black  eyes ;  and  ner  whole  coun- 
matioe  was  composed  into  the  imploring  look  of 
Hi  who  is  doubtful  of  the  reception  she  is  aboat  to 


meet  with  from  a  valaed  fnead  while  she  eonfeeaea 

a  fault,  pleads  an  apology,  orsoucits  a  reconciliation. 
In  shorL  the  whole  face  was  so  much  alive  with  ex- 
pression, that^  Julian,  though  her  aspect  was  8<» 
familiar  to  him,  could  hardly  persuade  himself  but 
that  her  countenance  was  entirely  new.  The  wild, 
fantastic,  elvish  vivacity  of  the  features,  seemed 
totally  vaniehed.  and  had  given  place  to  a  sorrowful, 
tender,  and  pathetic  cast  of  countenance,  aided  by 
the  expression  of  the  large  dark  eyes,  which,  as  they 
were  turned  up  towards  Julian,  glistened  with  mois- 
ture, that,  nevertheless,  did  not  overflow  the  eyelids. 

Conceiving  that  her  unwonted  manner  arose  from 
a  recollection  of  the  dispute  which  had  taken  place 
betwixt  them  in  the  morning,  Peveril  was  anxioua 
to  restore  the  little  maiden's  ^ayety,  by  making  her 
sensible  that  there  dwelt  on  his  mind  no  unpleasing 
recollection  of  their  quarrel.  He  smiled  kindly,  snd 
shook  her  hand  in  one  of  his ;  while,  with  the  fa- 
miliarity of  one  who  had  known  her  from  childhood, 
he  stroked  down  her  long  dark  tresses  with  the  other. 
She  stooped  her  head,  as  if  ashamed,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  firratifled  with  nis  cares»es*-and  he  was  thus 
induced  to  continue  them,  until,  under  the  veil  of  her 
rich  and  abundant  locks,  hesuddenly  felt  hisother  hand 
which  she  still  held  fast  in  hers,  slightly  touched  with 
her  lips,  and,  at  the  same  time,  moistened  with  a  tear. 

At  once,  and  for  the  first  time  in  his  life^  the 
danger  of  being  misinterpreted  in  his  familiarity 
with  a  creature  to  whom  the  usual  modes  of  expla- 
nation were  a  blank,  occurred  to  Julian's  mind  j  and, 
hastily  withdrawing  his  hand,  and  changing  his  pos- 
ture, he  asked  of  her,  by  a  sign  which  custom  nad  ren- 
dered familiar,  whether  she  brought  any  message  to 
him  from  the  Countess.  In  an  instant  Fenella's 
whole  deportment  was  changed.  ,  She  started  up, 
and  arranged  herself  in  her  seat  with  the  rapidity  of 
ligtitning ;  and,  at  the  same  moment,  with  one  turn 
of  her  hand,  braided  her  length  of  locks  into  a  na- 
tural head-dress  of  the  most  beautiful  kind.  Thei^ 
was,  indeed,  when  she  looked  up,  a  blush  still  visible 
on  her  dark  features ;  but  their  melancholy  and  lan- 
guid expression  had  given  place  to  that  ot  wild  and 
restless  vivacity,  which  was  most  common  to  theih. 
Her  eyes  gleamed  with  more  than  their  wonted  fire, 
and  her  glances  were  more  piercingly  wild  and  un-* 
settled  than  usual.  To  Julian's  mquiry,  she  an- 
swered, by  laying  her  hand  on  her  heart— a  motion 
by  which  she  always  indicated  the  Countess— and 
rising,  and  taking  the  direction  of  her  apartinent,  she 
made  a  sign  to  Jtiiian  to  follow  her. 

The  distance  was  not  great  betwixt  the  dining 
apartment  ana  that  to  which  Peveril  now  followed 
his  mute  guide ;  yet,  in  coing  thither,  he  had  time 
enough  to  suffer  cruelly  from  the  sudden  suspicion, 
that  this  unhappy  girl  had  misinterpreted  the  uniform 
kindness  with  which  he  had  treated  her,  and  hcnne 
come  to  regard  him  with  feelings  more  tender  than 
those  which  belong  to  frieTidship.  The  misery  which 
such  a  passion  was  likely  to  occasion  to  s  creature  in 
her  helpless  situation,  and  actunt«l  by  such  lively 
feelings,  was  great  enough  to  make  him  refuse  credit 
to  the  suspicion  which  pressed  itself  upon  his  mind; 
while,  at  the  same  time,  he  formed  the  internal  reso- 
lution so  to  conduct  himself  towards  Fenella.  ab  to 
check  such  misplaced  sentiments,  if  indeed  sue  un- 
happily entertained  them  towards  nim. 

When  they  reached  the  Countoss's  apartment,  they 
found  her  with  writing  implements,  and  many  sealed 
letters,  before  her.  She  received  Julian  with  her 
usual  kindness;  and  having  caused  him  to  be  seated, 
beckoned  to  the  mute  to  resume  her  needle.  In  an 
instant  Fenella  was  seated  at  an  embroidering- 
frame;  where,  but,  for  the  movement  of  her  dexte- 
rous fingers,  she  might  have  seemed  a  statue,  so  little 
did  she  move  from  her  work  either  head  or  eye.  As 
her  infirmity  rendered  her  presence  no  bar  to  the  most 
confidential  conversation,  the  Countess  proceeded  to 
address  Peverjl  as  if  they  had  been  literally  alone  to- 
gether. 

"Julian,"  she  said,  "I  am  not  now  about  to  com 

flain  to  you  of  the  sentiments  and  conduct  of  Deri  v. 
le  is  your  friend— he  is  my  son.    He  has  kindness 
of  heart  and  vivacitv  of  talent ;  and  vet" 
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*  Dearest  la^y/*  eeid  Pcvcri!,  "why  will  you  dis- 
tress yourself  with  fixing  your  eye  on  deficiencies 
which  arise  rather  from  acnsnge  of  times  and  man- 
ners, than  any  degeneracy  of  my  noble  friend?  Let 
him  be  once  engaged  in  his  duty,  whether  in  peace  or 
war.  and  let  me  pay  the  penalty  if  he  acquits  not  him- 
self Dea>minc  his  high  station?* 

"Ay,"  replied  the  countess;  "but  when  will  the 
call  of  duty  prove  superior  to  that  of  the  most  idle 
or  trivial  indulgence  which  can  serve  to  drive  over 
the  Iszy  hour?  His  father  was  of  another  mould ; 
tnd  how  often  was  it  my  lot  to  entreat  that  he 
would  spare^  from  the  rigid  discharge  of  those  du- 
ties which  his  high  station  imposed,  the  relaxation 
absolutely  necessary  to  recruit  his  health  and  his 
q[>irits !" 

"  Still,  my  dearest  lady,"  said  Peveril,  "you  must 
allow,  that  the  duties  to  which  the  times  summoned 
your  late  honoured  lord,  were  of  a  more  stirrins,  ss 
well  as  a  more  peremptory  cast^  than  those  which 
twait  your  son.**^ 

"I  know  not  that,"  said  the  Countess.  "The 
wheel  appears  to  be  again  revolving;  and  the  present 
period  is  not  unlikely  to  bring  back  such  scenes  as 
my  younger  years  witnessed.— Well,  be<  it  so ;  they 
wUl  not  find  Charlotte  de  la  Tremouille  broken  in 
spirit,  though  depressed  by  years.  It  was  even  on 
this  subject  I  would  speak  with  you,  mv  young  friend. 
Since  our  first  early  acquaintance— when  1  saw  your 
gallant  behaviour  as  I  issued  forth  to  vour  childish 
eye,  like  an  apparition,  from  my  place  or  concealment 
in  your  fathers  castle- it  has  pleased  me  to  think 
you  a  true  son  of  Stanley  and  Peveril.  I  trust  your 
nurture  in  this  family  has  been  ever  suited  to  the 
esteem  in  which  I  hold  you.— Nay,  I  desire  no 
thanks.  I  have  to  require  of  yoo,  in  return,  apiece 
of  service,  not  perhaps  entirely  safe  to  yourself  but 
which,  as  times  are  circumstanced,  no  person  is  so 
well  able  to  render  to  my  house." 

"You  have  been  ever  inygood  and  noble  lady," 
answered  Peveril,  "as  wm  as  mykind^  and  I  may 
say  maternal,  protectress.  You  have  a  nght  to  com- 
mand the  blood  of  Stanley  in  the  veins  of  every  one— 
You  have  a  thousand  rights  to  commsnd  it  in  mine."* 

"My  advices  from  England,"  said  the  Countess, 
"resemble  more  the  dreams  of  a  sick  man,  than  the 
regular  information  which  I  might  have  expectol 
from  such  correspondents  as  mine;— tlieirexpressions 
are  like  those  of  men  who  walk  in  their  sleep,  and 
speak  by  snatches  of  what  passes  in  their  dreams. 
It  is  ssid,  a  plot,  real  or  fictitious,  has  been  detected 
amongst  the  Catholics,  which  has  spread  far  wider 
and  more  uncontrollable  terror,  than  that  of  the  fifth 
of  November.  Its  outlines  seem  utterly  incredible, 
and  are  only  supporterl  by  the  evidence  of  wretches, 
the  mesnest  and  most  worthless  in  the  creation ;  yet 
it  is  received  by  the  credulous  people  of  England  with 
the  most  undoubting  belief." 

"This  is  a  singular  delusion,  to  rise  without  some 
rsal  ground,"  answered  Julian. 

"I  am  no  bigot,  cousin,  though  a  Catholic,"  im- 
plied the  Countess.  "I  have  long  feared  that  the 
well-meant  zeal  of  our  priests  for  increasing  con- 
verts, would  draw  on  them  the  suspicion  of  the  Eng- 
lish nation.  These  efibrts  hsve  been  renewed  wim 
double  energy  since  the  Duke  of  York  conformed  to 
the  Catholic  faith ;  and  the  same  event  has  doubled 
the  hate  and  jealousy  of  the  Protestants.  So  far.  I 
fear,  there  may  be  just  cause  for  suspicion,  that  the 
Duke  is  a  belter  Catholic  than  an  Englishman,  and 
tbat  bigotry  has  involved  him,  as  avarice,  or  the 
needy  sjreed  of  a  prodigal,  has  engaged  his  brother, 
in  relations  with  Prance,  whereof  England  may  have 
*too  much  reason  to  complain.  But  the  gross,  thick, 
and  palpable  fabrications  of  conspiracy  and  murder, 
blood  and  fire— the  imaginary  armies— the  intended 
massacres— form  a  collection  of  falsehoods,  that  one 
would  have  thousht  indigestible,  even  by  the  coarse 
appetite  of  the  vulgar  for  the  marvellous  and  horrible ; 
but  which  are,  nevertheless,  received  as  truth  hy  both 
Hqus€«  uf  Psrliament,  and  questioned  by  no  one  who 
is  desirous  to  esrspe  the  odious  appellation  of  friend 

•  iM  nwUer  cannot  hare  formtten  tlMit  the  Sail  of  Dohr  was 
Sta4  ofUie  great  houaa  of  Staidey 


to  the  bloody  Papists,  and  fetonrer  of  their  iaftnd 
schemes  of  cruelty." 

"  But  what  say  those  who  are  most  likdj  to  be 
afiected  by  these  wild  reporter*  said  Julian.  ''Wbi 
ssy  the  English  Catholics  themselTes  7— a  auie- 
rous  and  wealthy  body,  comprising  so  many  A 
names  T' 

"Their  hearU  are  dead  within  them,**  uid  tat 
Countess.  "They  are  like  sheep  penn^  upiotb 
shambles,  that  the  butcher  mav  lakfi  hit  cboiei 
among  them.  In  the  obscure  and  brief  comawnki- 
tions  which  I, have  had  by  a  secure  hand,  they  do  hs 
anticipate  their  own  utter  ruin,  and  ours— so  genenls 
the  depression,  so  universal  the  despair." 

"  But  the  King,"  said  Peveril,—"  the  King  and  Ai 
Prt>testant  royaFists— what  say  they  to  this  grovisg 
tempest  7" 

"Charleai"  replied  the  Countess,  "with  his  md 
selfish  prudenca  truckles  to  the  storm;  sod  will kt 


cord  and  axe  do  their  work  on  the  moot 
men  in  his  dominions,  rsiher  than  lose  an  howrf 
pleasure  in  attempting  their  rescue.  And,  for  tk 
royalists^  either  they  have  caught  the  ^nenl  dcfi- 
Hum  which  has  seized  on  Protestsnts  in  geoenl,,* 
they  sund  aloof  and  neutral^  afraid  to  shovuTfr 
terest  in  the  unhappy  Cathohcs,  lest  they  be  JocIh 
altogether  such  as  themselvea  and  abetton  of » 
fearful  conspiracy  in  which  they  are  aUesed  to  k 
engaged.  In  fact,  I  cannot  Uame  them,  lihhd 
to  expect  that  mere  compassion  for  a  persecw 
sect— or,  what  is  yet  more  rare,  an  abstiact  ions 
justice— should  be  powerful  enough  to  ennge  M 
to  expose  themselves  to  the  awakened  tuiy  of  t 
whole  people ;  for,  in  the  present  state  of  gesfli 
agitation,  whoever  disbelievea  the  leasttittieofBC 
enormous  improbabilities  which  have  ben  aocnisih 
lated  by  these  wretched  infonners,  isiPStaDtlykuM 
down,  as  one  who  would  smother  the  diKovoy  of 
the  Plot  It  is  indeed  an  awful  tempeH;  lod, » 
mote  as  we  lie  from  its  sphere,  we^mustcveaiooa 
to  feel  iU  effects."  , .  ^ 

"  Lord  Derby  already  told  me  something  of  dnC 
said  Julian ;  *  and  that  tliera  were  agenti  in  tw 
islsnd  whose  object  was  to  excite  insiuteetion. 

"Yes."  answered  the  Countess,  and  hereyefitilM 
fire  as  she  spoke ;  "  and  had  my  advice  been  biiaM 
to,  they  had  been  apprehended  in  the  very  foci:  ai 
so  dealt  with,  as  to  be  a  warning;  to  all  others  m« 
they  sought  this  independent  principality eaiantt 
errand.  -But  my  son,  who  is  generally  oo  cuIpoNT 
negligent  of  his  own  afTairs,  was  pleased  to  asm 
the  management  of  them  upon  this  crisis." 

"I  am  nappy  to  learn,  madam,"  answered  Pewl 
"  that  the  measures  of  precaution  which  my  kiosnv 
has  adopted,  have  had  the  complete  efiect  of  cmcob* 
oerting  the  conspiracy." 

"  For  the  present,  Julian ;  but  they  shosld  bm  , 
been  such  as  would  have  made  the  boldest  trenok 
to  think  of  such  infringement  of  our  rights  ia  fotat 
But  Derby's  present  plan  is  fhiught  with  jPtoW 
danger :  and  yet  there  is  something  m  it  of  gaUsili^ 
which  has  my  sympathy."  .    . 

"What  is  it,  madam  ?'*  inquired  Julian,  mxMm'* 
"  and  in  what  can  I  aid  it,  or  avert  its  dangers T 

"  He  purposes."  said  the  Countess,  "inoionuy  » 
set  forth  for  London.  He  is,  he  says,  not  n^lJ! 
feudal  chief  of  a  small  island,  but  one  of  the  vm 
Peers  of  England,  who  must  not  remsin  m  theii' 
curity  of  an  obscure  and  distant  castle,  wlwn  W 
name,  or  that  of  his  mother,  is  slandered  bdoio  W 
prince  and  people.  He  will  take  his  place,  be  aiy^ 
m  the  House  of  Lords,  and  publicly  aemsndj«fM| 
for  the  insult  thrown  on  his  houses  by  perjvred  •■■ 
interested  witnesses." 

"It  is  a  generous  resolution,  and  wortbf  of.*9 
friend,"  ssid  Julian  Peveril.  "I  will  go  withB* 
and  share  his  fat&  be  what  it  may."  u^ 

"  Alas,  foolish  boy  I"  answered  the  Counteos, .  oi 
well  msy  you  ask  a  hungry  lion  to  fieel  <»™l*fl£ 
as  a  prejudiced  and  furious  people  to  do  justice.  TW 
are  like  the  madman  at  the  height  of  frens%  *** 
murdere  without  compunction  his  best  asd  deswi| 
fiiend ;  and  only  wondera  and  wails  over  hio  jwi 
cruelty,  when  he  is  recovered  from  his  dehnum- 
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"Paidon  DM,  dearest  lady,**  «aid  Julian,  **  this  can- 
not be.  The  noble  and  generous  people  of  England 
oanaot  be  thus  strangoly  misled.  Whatever  pwpoa- 
sesaioDS  may  be  current  amons  the  mere  vulgar,  the 
Houses  of  Lwislature  cannot  oe  deeoly  infected  by 
them— they  wul  remember  their  own  dignity." 

''Alas!  cousin,"  answered  the  Countess,  **  when 
did  Englishmen,  even  of  the  highest  degree,  remem- 
ber any  thine  when  hurried  away  by  the  violence  of 
party  leelia^  7  £ven  those  who  nave  too  much  sense 
to  belisve  m  the  incredible  fictions  which  gull  the 
muitiaide^  will  beware  how  they  expose  them,  if  their 
own  political  party  can  gain  a  momentary  advantage 
bf  their  being  accredited.  It  is  amongst  such,  too, 
that  your  kinsman  has  found  friends  and  associates. 
Neglecting  the  old  friends  of  his  house  as  too  grave 
and  formal  companions  for  the  humour  of  the  times, 
ms  intercourse  has  been  with  the  versatile  Shaftes- 
bury—the  mercurial  Budungharo— men  who  would 
not  hesitate  to  sacrifice  to  the  popular  Moloch  of  the 
day,  whatsoever,  or  whomsoever-whose  ruin  could 
propitiate  the  deity.— Forgive  a  mother's  tears,  kins- 
man ;  but  I  see  the  Scaffold  at  Bolton  again  erected. 
If  Deirby  goes  16  London  while  these  Bloodhounds  arc 
in  f«U  cry^  obnoxious  as  he  is,  and  1  have  made  him 
by  ay  rMiisK>us  faith,  and  mv  conduct  in  this  island, 
be  dies  his  father's  death.    And  yet  upon  what  other 

.  course  to  resolve  V* 

**  Let  me  go  to  London,  madam,"  said  Peveril, 
moch  moved  oy  the  distress  of  his  patroness ;  "  your 
Myehip  was  wont  to  rely  something  on  my  judg^ 
msnt  X  will  act  for  the  best—will  communicate  witn 
uoee  whom  you  point  out  to  m^  and  only  with  them  ( 

a  I  I  trust  soon  to  send  you  information  that  this 
nsioa,  however  strong  it  may  now  be,  is  in  the 
OMrse  of  pasfling  away :  at  the  worst,  I  can  apprize 
yom  of  the  danger,  should  it  menace  the  Earl  or  your- 
self; and  maybe  able  also  to  point  out  the  means  by 
which  it  may  be  eluded." 

The  Ck>untess  listened  with  a  countenance  in  which 
the  anxiety  of  maternal  affection,  which  prompted  her 
to  embrace  Peveril's  generous  offer,  struggled  ,with 
kar  native  disinterested  and  generous  disposition. 
*^  Think  what  you  ask  of  me  Julian,"  she  replied, 
with  a  sigh.  "  Would  you  have  me  expose  the  life 
of  my  friend's  son  to  those  perils  to  which  I  refuse  my 
own  7— No,  never !" 

*'  Nay,  but,,  madam,"  rei>lied  Julian,  "  I  do  not  run 
the  same  risk— my  person  is  not  known  in  London— 
my  situation,  though  not  obscure  in  my  own  country, 
!«  too  little  known  to  be  noticed  in  that  huge  assem- 
t>Iage  of  all  that  is  noble  and  wealthy.  No  whisper, 
[  presume,  however  indirect,  has  connected  my  name 
with  the  alleged  conspiracy.  I  am  a  Protestant,  above 
lit :  fluid  can  be  accused  of  no  intercourse,  direct  or 
ladirect,  with  tlie  Church  of  Rome.  My  connexions 
iloo  lie  amongst  those,  who,  if  they  do  not,  or  cannot, 
Msfriend  me,  cannot  at  least  be  dangerous  to  me.  In 
L  word,  I  run  no  danger  where  the  £arl  might  incur 
ireot  6eril" 

"  Alas  1"  said  the  Countess  of  Derby,  "  all  this 
nenerous  reasoning  may  be  true  $  but  it  could  only  be 
lAtenerl  to  by  a  widowed  mother.  Selfish  as  I  am, 
'  cannot  but  reflect  that  my  kinswoman  has,  in  alt 
rvents,  the  support  of  an  affectionate  husband— such 
•  the  interested  reasoning  to  which  we  are  not 
ishamed  to  subject  our  better  feelings  I" 

**  Oo  not  call  it  so,  madam,"  answered  Peveril } 
'  think  of  me  but  as  the  vounger  brother  of  my  kins- 
nan.  You  have  ever  done  by  me, the  daties  of  a 
Bother  j  and  have  a  right  to  my  filiar-servicc,  were 
L  at  a  nsk  ten  times  greater  than  a  journey  to  Lon- 
tOQ,  to  inquire  into  the  temper  of  the  times.  I  will 
nstantly  go  and  announce  my  departure  to  the  Earl." 
'*  Stay,  Julian,"  said  the  Countess  ;  *'  if  you  must 
Bake  tms  journey  in  our  behaU^— and,  alas  !  I  have 
lot  generosity  enough  to  refuse  your  noble  proffer,^ 
'oa  must  go  alone^and  without  communicaK^n  with 
>erby.  I  Know  him  well ;  his  lightness  of  mind  is 
iree  n'om  selfish  baseness ;  and  for  the  world,  woukl 
le  not  suffer  you  to  leave  Man  without  his  company. 
Ind  if  he  went  with  you,  your  noble  and  disinterested 
kindness  would  be  of  no  avail— you  would  but  share 
lis  ruin,  as  the  swimmer  who  attempts  to  save  a 


drowning  man  is  invoived  in  bin  lave,  if  he  permit  the 
sufferer  to  grapple  with  him.* 
,  "  It  shalfbe  as  you  pI«)aM,  madam,"  said  Peveril ; 
"I  am  ready  to  depart  upon  half  an  hour's  notice." 

**  This  night,  then,"  said  the  Countess,  after  a 
moment's  pause—*'  this  night  I  w3I  arrange  the  most 
secret  meana  of  carrying  your  generous  oroject  into 
effect ;  for  I  would  not  excite  that  pre^juaice  against 
you,  which  will  instantly  arise,  were  it  known  you 
had  so.  lately  left  this  island,  and  its  Popish  lady. 
You  win  do  well,  perhaps,  to  use  a  feigned  namto  ui 
London." 

'* Pardon  me,  madam,"  said  Julian;  **I  will  do 
nothing  that  can  draw  on  me  unnecessary  attention  i 
but  to  Dear  a  feigned  name,  or  affect  any  disguise 
beyond  living  with  extreme  privacy,  would,  I  think, 
he  unwise  as  well  as  unworthy ;  and  what,  if  chal- 
lenged, I  might  find  some  difficulty  in  assigning  a 
reason  for,  consistent  with  perfect  laimess  oi  inten- 
tions." 

"  I  beheve  you  sre  right,"  answered  the  Countess* 
after  a  moment's  consideration:  and  then  addedi 
"  You  propose^  doubtless,  to  pass  through  Derbyshirea 
and  visit  Marttndale  Castle?" 

"I  should  wish  it,  madam,  certainly,"  replied  Pe- 
veril, "did  time  permit,  and  circumstances  render  il 
advisable." 

"Of  that,"  said  the  Countess,  "you  must  yourself 
judge.  Despatch  is,  doubtless,  desirable ;  on  the  other 
hand,  arriving  from  your  own  family-seat,  you  will  be 
less  an  object  of  doubt  and  suspicion,  than  if  you 
posted  up  from  hence,  without  even  visiting  your 
parenta  You  must  be  guided  in  this,— in  all.— by 
your  own  prudence.  (3o,  my  dearest  son ;  for  to  me 
you  should  be  dear  as  a  son— go,  and  prepare  for  your 
journey.  I  will  get  ready  some  despatches,  and  a ' 
supply  of  money— 5^ay,  do  not  object.  .Am  I  not  your 
mother;  and  are  you  not  discharging  a  son's  dutyt 
Dispute  not  my  right  of  defraying  your  expenses^ 
Nor  IS  this  all ;  for,  as  I  must  trust  your  zeal  and 
prudence  to  apt  in  our  behalf  when  occasion  shaA 
demand^  I  will  furnish  you  with  effectual  recom- 
mendations to  our  friends  and  kindred,  entreating 
and  enjoining  them  to  render  whatever  aid  you  may 
require,  either  for  yqurown  protection,  or  the  advanoe- 
ment  of  what  you  may  propose  in  our  fiivour." 

Peveril  made  no  farther  apposition  to  an  srrangiv 
ment,  which  in  truth  the  moderate  state  of  his  own 
finances  rendered  almost  indispensable,  unless  with 
his  father's  assistance;  and  the  Countess  put  into  his 
hand  bilUi  of  exchange*  to  the  amount  of  two  bun- 
dred  pounds,  upon  a  merchant  in  the  city.  She  then 
dismissed  Julian  for  the  space  of  an  hour ;  after  ' 
which,  she  said,  she  must  again  require  his  presence. 

The  preparations  fur  his  journey  were  not  of  a  na- 
nire  to  divert  the  thoughts  which  speedily  pressed  on 
him.  He  found  that  half  an  hour's  con  venation  had 
once  more  completely  changed  his  immediate  pros 
pects  and  plans  tor  the  future.  He  had  offered  iq  the 
Countess  of  Derby  a  service,  which  her  uniform  kind- 
ness had  well  deserved  at  his  hand ;  but,  by  her  ac- 
cepting it,  he  was  upon  tlie  point  of  being  separated 
from  Alice  Bridgenortli,  at  a  time  when  she  was  be- 
come dearer  to  him  than  ever,  by  her  avowal  of  mutuiJ 
passion.  Her  image  rose  before  Aim,  such  as  he  had 
that  day  pressed  her  to  his  bosom— her  voice  yvas  in 
his  ear,  and  seemed  to  ask  whether  he  could  desert 
her  in  the  crisis  which  every  thing  seemed  to  an- 
nounce as  impending.  But  Julian  Peveril,  his  youth 
considered,  was  strict  in  judging  his  duty,  and  severely 
resolved  in  executing  it.  He  trusted  not  his  imagina- 
tion to  pursue  the  vision  which  presented  itself:  but 
resolutely  seizing  his  pen,  wrote  to  Alice  the  follow- 
ing letter,  explaining  his  situation,  as  far  as  justice  to 
the  Countess  permitted  him  to  do  so  :— 

**  I  leave  you,  dearest  Alice,"  thus  ran  the  letter.-* 
"I  leave  you;  and  though,  in  doing  so,  I  but  obey  the 
command  you  have  laid  on  me,  yet  I  can  claim  littl^ 
merit  for  my  compliance^  since,  without  additional 
and  most  forcible  reasons  m  aid  of  your  orders,  I  feat 
I  should  have  been  unable  to  comply  with  them.  But 
fkmily  affaire  of  importance  oompel  me  to  absent 
myself  from  this  island,  for,  I  fear^  more  than  ons 
week.    My  thoughts,  hopes,  and  wishes,  will  be  oo 
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tho  moment  that  shall  restore  mc  to  the  Black  Fort, 
and  its  lovely  valley.  Let  nue  hope  that  your?  will 
fioiiK  times  rest  ou  the  lonely  exile,  whom  noihin« 
could  render  t>uch,  but  the  command  of  honour  and 
duty.  Do  not  fear  that  I  mean  to  involve  vou  in  a 
private  correspondence,  and  let  not  your  father  Tear  it.  1 
could  not  love  you  so  much,  hut  for  the  openness  and 
candour  of  your  nature;  and  I  would  not  that  you 
concealed  from  Major  Bridgcnorth  one  syllable  of 
what  I  now  avow.  Respecting  other  matters,  he 
himself  cannot  desire  the  welfare  of  our  common 
country  with  more  zeal  than  I  do.  Differences  may 
occur  coQcernins  the  mode  in  which  that  is  to  be  ob- 
tained ;  but,  in  the  principle,  I  am  convinced  there 
can  be  only  one  mind  between  us;  nor  can  I  refuse 
to  listen  to  his  experience  and  wisdom,  even  where 
they  may  ultimately  fail  to  convince  me.  Farewell- 
Alice,  farewell  I  Much  might  be  added  to  that  melan- 
choly word,  but  nothing  that  could  express  the  bitter- 
ness with  which  it  is  written.  Yet  I  could  transcribe 
it  again  and  aji^n,  rather  than  conclude  the  last  com- 
munication which  I  can  have  with  you  for  some  time. 
My  sole  comfort  is,  that  my  slay  will  scarce  be  so 
long  as  to  permit  you  to  forget  one  who  never  can 
forget  you." 

He  held  the  paper  in  his  hand  for  a  minute  after  he 
had  folded,  but  before  he  had  sealed  it,  while  he  hur- 
riedly debated  in  his  own  mind  whether  he  had  not 
expressed  himself  towards  Major  Bridgenorth  in  so 
conciliating  a  manner  as  might  excite  nopes  of  pro- 
nelvtism,  which  his  conscience  told  him  he  could  not 
realize  with  honour.  Yet,  on  the  other  hand,  he  had 
no  right,  from  what  Bridgenorth  had  said,  to  conclude 
that  their  principles  were  diametrically  irreconcilable: 
for  though  the  son  of  a  high  Cavalier,  and  educated 
in  the  family  of  the  Countess  of  Derby,  he  was  him- 
0elf,  upon  principle,  an  enemy  of  prerogative,  and  a 
friend  to  the  liberty  of  the  subject.  And  with  such 
considerations  he' silenced  ftll  internal  objections  on 
the  point  of  honour;  although  his  conscience  secretly 
whispered  that  these  conciliatory  expressions  towards 
the  father  were  chiefly  dictated  by  the  fear,  that,  dur- 
ing his  absence,  Major  Bridgenorth  might  be  tempted 
to  change  the  residence  of  his  daughter,  and  perhaps 
to  convey  her  altogether  out  of  his  reach. 

Having  sealed  his  letter,  Julian  called  his  servant, 
and  directed  him  to  carry  it,  under  cover  of  one  ad- 
^vssed  to  Mrs.  Debbitch,  to  a  house  in  the  town  of 
Rush  in,  where  packets  and  messages  intended  for 
the  family  at  Black  Fort  were  usually  d^sited  ;  and 
for  tl^at  purpose  to  take  horse  immediately.  He  thus 
got  nd  of  an  attendant,  who  might  have  been  in  some 
degree  a  spy  on  his  motions.  He  then  exchanged 
the  dress  he  usually  wore,  for  one  more  suited  to  tra- 
velling ;  and,  having  put  a  change  or  two  of  linen 
into  a  small  cloak-oag,  selectecTas  arms  a  strong 
doublo-edged  sword  and  an  excellent  pair  of  pistols, 
which  last  he  carefully  loaded  with  double  bullets. 
Thus  appointed,  and  with  twenty  pieces  in  his  purse, 
and  the  bills  we  have  mentioned  secured  in  a  private 
pocket-book,  he  was  in  readiness  to  depart  as  soon 
as  he  should  receive  the  Countess's  commands. 

The  buovant  spirit  of  youth  and  hope,  which  had, 
for  a  moment,  been  chilled  by  the  painful  and  dubious 
circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed,  as  well  as  the 
deprivation  which  he  was  about  to  undergo,  now  re- 
vived in  full  vigour.  Fancy,  turning  from  more  pain- 
ful anticipations,  suggested  to  him  that  he  was  now 
entering  upon  life  at  a  crisis  when  resolution  and 
talents  were  almost  certain  to  make  the  fortune  of 
their  possessor.  How  could  he  make  a  more  honour- 
able entry  on  thtf  bustling  scene,  than  sent  by,  and 
acting  inhehalf  of,  one  of  the  noblest  houses  in  Eng- 
land ;  and  should  he  perform  what  his  charge  might 
render  incumbent  with  the  resolution  and  the  jprudence 
necessary  to  secure  success,  how  many  occurrences 
might  take  place  to  render  his  mediation  necessary 
to  Bridgenorth ;  and  thus  enable  him.  on  the  most* 
eQUal  and  honourable  terms,  to  establish  a  claim  to 
his  gratitude  and  to  his  daughter's  hand. 

Whilst  ho  was  dwelling  on  such  pleasing,  though 
hnaginary  Drospect^  be  could  not  help  exclaiming 
aloud— "Tes,  Alice,  I  will  win  thee  nobly!"  The 
words  had  scarcely  escaped  his  Upa,  when  he  heard 
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at  the  door  of  his  apartment,  which  the  aenrani  had 
left  ajar,  a  sound  like  a  deep  sigh,  which  wu  in* 
Stan  fly  succeeded  by  a  gentle  tap— "Conic  ia," 
repliea  Julian,  somewhat  ashamed  of  his  ezohnh 
tion.  and  not  a  little  afraid  that  it  had  been  eaaght 
up  by  some  eavesdroppei^-"  Come  in,"  he  igui 
repeated ;  but  his  command  was  not  obeyed;  on  ihi 
contrary,  the  knock  was  repeated  somew^tt  loader. 
He  opened  the  door,  and  Fenella  stood  before  biai 

With  eyes  that  seemed  red  with  recent  tern,  ni 
with  a  look  of  the  deepest  dejection,  the  little  aide, 
first  touching  her  bosom,  and  beckoning  with  bff 
finger,  made  to  him  the  usual  sign  that  the  CountM 
desired  to  see  him—then  turned,  as  if  to  osher  bioi  t* 
her  apartment  As  he  followed  her  through  the  loiy 
gloomy  vaulted  passages  which  afforded  commus- 
cation  betwixt  the  various  departments  of  thecutk, 
he  could  not  but  observe  that  her  usual  light  tiipwu 
exchanged  for  a  tardy  and  mournful  step,  whiea  die 
accompanied  with  a  low  inarticulate  moaning.  (wIkI 
she  was  probnblv  the  less  able  to  snppresfl^  beetne 
she  could  not  judge  how  far  it  was  andible,)  and  iIn 
with  wringing  of  the  hands,  and  other  man*  of  a- 
treme  affliction. 

At  this  moment  a  thought  came  across  ftrenli 
mind,  which,  in  spite  of  his  better  reason,  raadehia 
shudder  involuntarily.  As  a  Peaksman,  and  a  lua 
resident  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  he  was  well  ao^oiinw 
with  many  a  superstitious  legend,  and  particoiiiV 
with  a  belief  which  attached  to  the  powerful  hmi 
of  the  Stanleys,  for  their  peculiar  demon,  a  BtniUi^ 
or  female  spirit,  who  was  wont  to  shriek,  **fonbodn| 
evil  times ;"  and  who  was  generally  seen  veM 
and  bemoaning  herself  before  the  death  of  anifpam 
of  distinction  belonging  to  the  family.  For  an  injto^ 
Julian  could  scarce  divest  himself  of  the  beiiel^  tlm 
the  wailing,  gibbering  form,  which  glided  hdonm, 
with  a  lamp  in  her  hand,  was  the  geniai  of  w 
mother's  race  come  to  announce  to  him  hupniM' 
tined  doom.  It  instantly  occurred  to  hnii  n 
analogous  reflection,  that  if  the  suspicion  von  hu 
cross^  his  mind  concerning  Fenella  was  ijut  ^ 
her  ill-fated  attachment  to  him,  like  that  oflhBPi^ 
^hetic  spirit  to  his  family,  could  bode  DOthing  nU 
diaajBter,  and  lamentation,  and  wo. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

Now,  hoist  the  anchor,  inata»-«nd  let  the  i^ 
Give  Oieir  brotdlMMom  to  the  bttxom  wipdL, 
Like  laii  that  wooa  a  loter.- 


The  presence  of  the  Countess  dispelled  thenpmfr 
tious  feeling,  ^ich,  for  an  instant,  had  encroached 
on  Julian's  ima^nation,  and  compelled  him  to  gn* 
attention  to  the  matters  of  ordinary  lifis.  '*Herei« 
your  credentials,"  she  said,  giving  him  a  small  pacMt 
carefully  put  up  in  a  sealskin  cover ;  "you  had  bettjf 
not  open  them  till  you  come  to  London.  You  mint 
not  be  surprised  to  find  that  there  are  one  or  tjj 
addressed  to  men  of  my  own  persuasion,  'nicpe,  nr 
all  our  sakes,  you  wijl  observe  caution  in  deliTcnnfc 

*'  I  go  your  messenger,  madam,"  said  PevenI :  ■» 
whatever  you  desire  me  to  charge  myself  with,  ofinit 
I  undertake  the  care.  Yet  allow  me  todoobtwheUi* 
an  intercourse  with  Catholics  will  at  this  moment  fa^ 
ward  the  purposes  of  my  mission."  . 

**  You  have  caught  the  general  sospidoa  of  tM 
wicked  sect  already,"  said  the  Countesa^  smiJiait 
"and  are  the  fitter  to  go  amongst  Engiisbmeo  la 
their  present  mood.  But,  my  cautions  friend,  tm 
letters  are  so  addressed,  and  the  persons  to  wboa 
they  are  so  addressed  so  disguised,  that  you  will  mn 
no  danger  in  conversing  with  them.'  Withont  in» 
aid,  indeed,  you  will  not  be  able  to  obtain  the  acg- 
rate  information  you  go  in  search  of.  None  c«\*2 
so  exactly  how  the  wind  sets,  as  the  pdo^JJ^JJ 
vessel  is  exposed  to  the  storm.  Besides,  though  w 
Protestants  deny  our  priesthood  the  harm'essnesj « 
the  dove,  you  are  ready  enough  to  allow  ns  a  foil  wj? 
of  the  wisdom  of  the  serpent ;— in  plain  icnns.  wa 
means  of  information  are  extensive,  and  tbCTarejwj 
deficient  in  tne  power  of  applying  it  I  tacreforp  wwi 
you  to  have  the  benefit  of  their  mieUiffence  aJd  m- 
vice,if  Dosaible" 
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on 


WlMMvor  70U  impOM  oA  Be  as  a  part  of  my 

5,  madam,  rely  on  ita  being  diacharged  punc- 
y,"  andWared  Perail.  "Ana^aow,  aa  there  ia 
B  uae  in  deferrhig  the  executioa  01  a  purpose 
m  oftoe  fixed,  let  me  know  yourladyahip'a  wiahea 
eeming  my  departure." 

It  roust  be  sudden  and  secret."  aaid  theConntesa; 
e  ielaod  ia  full  of  spisai  and  I  would  not  wiah 
:  any  of  them  should  have  notice  that  an  envoy 
vine  waa  about  to  leave  Han  for  London.  Can 
be  vft^Ay  to  go  on  board  to-morrow  T 
IV»-nixht— this  inatant,  if  yon  wiH,"  said  Julian,— 
r  little  preparationa  are  corapleta." 
Be  ready,  then,  in  your  chamber,  at  two  hours 
'  raidmgnL  I  will  send  ona  to  summon  you,  for 
aeeret  must  be  communicated,  for  the  preeent. 
i  few  aa  poaaible.  A  foreign  aloop  ie  angaicBd 
ury  you  over :  then  make  the  best  of  your  way 
london,  by  Martindala  Castle  or  otherwise,  as 
ind  moat  advisable  When  it  ia  neeeaaary  to 
smce  3ronr  abaenoe,  I  will  say  yon  are  gone  to 
tour  parenta.  But  atay---yo,ur  journey  win  be  on 
iback,  of  course,  from  Whitehaven.  You  have 
of  exchange,  it  ia  true;  but  are  you  provided 
ready  money  to  fnmiah  younelf  with  a  good 
%T 

am  sufllcientlyrich,  madano,"  answered  Julian; 
}  good  naga  are  plenty  in  CuDkberland.  There 
liose  among  them  who  know  how  to  coma  by 
igood  and  cheap." 

t  not  to  that,"  aakl  the  Countess.  "  Hera  is 
I  porchaae  for  you  the  best  horse  on  the  fior; 
an  you  be  simple  enough  to  refuse  it  V  ahe 
I  aha  preaaed  on  him  a  heavy  purse,  which 

ihiroaolf  obliged  to  accept. 

pod  borae,  Julian,"  continued  the  Counteaa, 

J  good  aword,  next  to  a  good  heart  and  hasd, 

B^acoompliahmenta  of  a  cavalier." 
;tias  vour  handa,  then,  madam,"  said  Peveril, 
Ihunibly  beg  yoa  to  believe,  that  whatever  may 
B  my  preaent  undertakiniL  my  purpoae  to  aerve 
my  noble  kinawoman  ana  bcmefactreaa,  can  at 
never  awerra  or  falter." 

know  it,  my,  aon,  I  know  it;  and  may  God 
re  me  if  my  anxiety  for  your  friend  haa  sent  you 
iani^era  whieh  should  have  been  hie  I  Go-tro— 

aainta  and  angala  bleas  youl  Fenella  ahall 
smt  him  that  you  aup  in  your  own  apartment, 
ideed  will  I ;  lor  to-night  I  should  be  unable  to 
my  aoo'a  lookai  Little  will  he  thank  me  for 
ug  fwi  on  his  errand ;  and  there  will  be  many 
t,  whether  it  was  like  the  Lady  of  Latham  to 
bar  friend's  aon  on  the  danger  .which  should  have 
tiraved  by  her  own.  But  OI  Julian,  I  am  now  a 
ft  widow,  whom  aorrow  has  made  selfish  1" 
nah,  madam,"  anawered  Peveril ;  **  it  ia  more 
)  the  Lady  of  Latham  to  anticipate  dangere 
:  may  not  exist  at  all,  and  to  which  if  they  do 
I  occur,  I  am  leas  obnoxious  than  my  noble  kins- 

Parewell !  All  bleaanga  attend  you,  madam, 
lend  me  to  Derby,  and  maka  him  my  excuses.  I 
aqiect  a  sammons  at  two  houre  after  midnight" 
f  took  an  aflectionate  leave  of  each  other ;  the 
lAectionate,  indeed,  on  rhe  part  of  the  Countess 
he.  eould  not  entirely  reconcile  her  generous 
10  expomnfi  Peveril  to  danger  on  her  son's 
;  ana  Juhan  betook  himaelf  to  his  aolitary 
lent. 

servant  soon  afterwards  brought  him  wine  and 
iBoents;  to  which,  notwithstanding  the  va- 
lattera  he  had  to  occupy  hia  mind,  he  contrived 
saaonable  jnatice.  But  when  thia  needful  o&- 
M  waa  finiahed,  his  thoughts  began  to  atream 
a  him  like  a  troubled  tide— at  once  recalling 
K,  and  anticipating  the  future.  It  was  in  vain 
»  wrapped  himself  in  his  riding  cloak,  and, 
Sown  on  bis  bed,  endeavoured  to  compose 
r  10  aieep.  The  uncertainty  of  the  prospect 
trim — the  doubt  how  Bridgenorth  might  dispose 
daughter  during  his  abaenoe— the  fear  that  the 
himaeif  misht  fall  into  the  power  of  the  vin- 
Coantesa^  oeaidea  a  numerous  tnin  of  vague 
df-formed  apprehensions,  agitated  his  blood,  1 
9>dmd    akunber  impoaaibla.     Allarnataly  to  | 


recline  in  the  oU  aakan  eaay-chair,  and  Ksten  ic 
the  dashing  of  the  waves  under  the  windows,  mingled* 
aa  the  eound  was^  with  the  scream  of  the  sea-birds 
or  to  traverse  the  apartment  with  long  and  slow 
^^  occaaiooally  to  look  out  on  the  aea 
I  under  the  influence  of  a  full-moon,  which 


atepsj  pausing  occaaiooally  to  look  out  on  the  aea 
slumbering  under  the  influence  of  a  full- moon,  which 
tipped  each  wave  with  silvei^— such,  were  the  only 
pastimes  ha  could  invent,  until  midnight  had  passec 
tor  one  hour ;  the  next  was  wasted  in  anxious  expec- 
tation of  the  summons  of  departure. 

At  length  it  arrived— a  tap  at  his  door  was  followed 
bv  a  low  murmur,, which  made  him  suspect  that  the 
Counteaa  had  again  employed  her  mute  attendant  as 
the  moat  aecure  minister  of  her  pleasure  on  this  oc- 
casion. He  felt  something  like  impropriety  in  this 
aelectk>n ;  and  it  waa  with  a  feeling  of  impatience 
alien  to  the  natural  generosity  of  his  temper,  that, 
when  he  opened  the  door,  he  beheld  ihe  dumb  maiden 
standing  before  him.  The  lamp  which  he  held  in  hia 
hand  showed  his  featurea  distincdy,  and  probably 
made  Fenella  aware  of  the  expression  which  animated 
them.  She  cast  bar  laigeoark  eyes, mournfully  on 
the  ground ;  and,  without  again  looking  him  in  ihd 
face,  made  him%  signal  to  follow  her.  He  delayed 
DO  longer  than  was  necessary  to  secure  his  pistols  in 
his  belt,  wrap  his  doak  closer  around  him,  and  take 
hia  email  Dortmanteau  under  his  arm.  Thus  accou- 
tared,  he  tollowed  her  out  of  the  Keep,  or  inhabited 

Krt  of  the  Castle,  by  a  series  of  obscure  passagea 
iding  toapoatemgate^  which  she  unlocked  with  a 
key.  selected  from  a  ouiidle  which  she  carried  at  her 
inrole.  . 

They  now  stood  in  the  caatle-yard,  in  the  open 
moonlight,  which  glimmered  white  and  gfaastlv  on 
the  vanety  of  atrange  and  ruinous  objects  to  which 
we  have  formerly  alluded,  and  which  gave  the  scene 
rather  the  appearance  of  some  ancient  cemetery,  than 
of  the  interior  of  a  fortification.  The,  round  and 
elevatecf  tower— the  ancient  mount  with  its  guadran- 
gulsr  sides  facing  the  ruinous  edifices  which  once 
boasted  the  name  of  Cathedral— seemed  of  yet  more 

Elque  and  anomalous  form,  when  seen  by  the  pale 
t  which  now  displayed  them.  To  one  of  these 
rches  Fenella  took  the  direct  course,  and  waa 
followed  by  Julian ;  although  he  at  once  divined,  and 
was  supentitioua  enough  to  dislike,  the  path  which 
she  waa  about  to  adopt.  Jit  was  by  a  secret  passage 
through  this  church,  that  m  former  tiroes  the  guard- 
room of  the  garrison,  situated  at  the  lower  and  ex- 
temal  defences,  communicated  with  the  keep  of  the 
Castle ;  and  through  this  passage  were  the  keys  of 
the  Csstle  every  *night  carried  to  the  Governor's 
apartment,  so  soon  as  the  gates  were  locked;  and  the 
watch  set  The  custom  m'ss  given  up  in  James  the 
First's  time,  and  the  passu^e  abandoned,  on  account 
of  the  well-known  legena  of  the  Mautht  Dot-~%. 
fiend,  or  demon,  in  the  shape  of  a  large,  shaggy  black 
mastiff,  by  which  the  church  waa  mid  to  be  haunted. 
It  was  devoutly  believed,  that  in  iorro,er  times  thia 
spectre  became  so  familiar  with  mankind,  as  to  ap- 
pear almost  ni|(htly  in  the  guard-room,  issuing  from 
the  passage  which  we  have  mentbned  at  night,  and 
retiring  to  it  at  daybreak.  The  soldiera  necama 
partly  familiarized  to  iu  presence;  yet  not  so  much 
so  as  to  use  env  license  of  laniniage  while  the  ap- 
parition was  visible;  until  one  fellow,  rendered  danng 
by  intoxication,  sw^e  he  would  know  whether  it  waa 
dog  or  devil,  and,  with  his  drawn  sword,  followed  the 
spectre  when  it  retreated  by  the  usual  passage.  The 
man  returned  in  a  few  minutea.  sobered  bf  terror,  his 
mouth  gaping,  and  his  hair  standing  on  end,  under 
which  norrofnedied ;  but  unhappUy  for  the  lovers  of 
the  msrvellous,  altogether  unable  to  disclose  the  hor- 
rora  which  he  had  seen.  Under  the  evil  repute  aris- 
ing from  this  tale  of  wonder,  the  guard-room  was 
abandoned,  and  a  new  one  constructed.  In  like 
manner,  the  guards  after  that  period  held  another 
and  more  circuitous  communication  with  the  Gov- 
ernor or  Seneschal  of  the  Castle ;  and  that  wliich 
lay  through  the  ruinous  church  was  entirely  aban- 
doned.* 

*  Thi»  enrJOTM  tafwd,  and  manr  othera,  in  whieh  tha  M«  el 
Man  M  perhaps  richer  thM  ev«a  Ireland.  Waloi,  or  Uie  Hiali* 
l«iida«r  ScoUmmI,  wi'l  be  foood  in  a  note  lyChap.  xv. 
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In  deflanos  of  the  \e$aiAtrj  tenon  which  tredttkm 
had  attached  to  the  origina]  oornnninicatioA,  Fenella, 
followed,  by  PeTeril,  now  boldly  trat^sed  the  ruinous 
▼aulta  through  which  it  lay— sometimes  only  guided 
over  heaps  ofruins  by  the  preearious  light  of  the  lamp 
borne  by  the  dumb  maiden— sometimes  having  the 
advantage  of  a  gleam  of  moonlight,  darting  into  the 
dreaty  abyas  through  the  shafted  windows,  or  through 
bteacnes  made  by  ttme.  As  the  path  was  by  no  means 
a  straight  one,  Peveiil  oould  not  but  admira  the  inti- 
mate acquaintance  with  the  mazes  which  his  singular 
companion  displayed,  as  well  as  the  boldness  with 
which  she  traversed  them.  He  himself  .was  not  so 
utter.y  void  of  the  prejudices  of  the  times,  bm  that  he 
contemplated,  with  some  aisprehension,  the  possibility 
of  their  intmaing  on  the  lair  of  the  phantom-hound, 
of  which  he  had  tieard  so  often ;  and  in  every  remote 
sigh  of  the  breeze  among  the  ruins,  he  tbooght  he 
heard  him  baying  at  the  mortal  footsteps  which  dis* 
turbed  bis  gloomy  realm.  No  snch  terrors,  however^ 
mterrupted^theirjournev;  andin.the  course  of  a  few 
minutes,  they  attained  tne  deserted  and  now  ruinous 
guard-houaa  The  broken  walls  of  .the  little  edified 
served  to  conceal  them  from  the  sbntinds,  one  of 
whom  was  keeping  a  drowav  watch  at  the  lower  gate 
of  the  Castle ;  whilst  another,  seated  on  the  stone 
steps  which  communicated  with  the  narapet  of  the 
bounding  and  exterior  wall,  was  sinmbenng,  in  full 
security,  with  bis  musket  peacefully  grounded  by  his 
side.  Fenella  made  a  sign  to  Pevenl  to  move  with 
sSence  and  caution,  ana  then  showed  him,  to  his 
surprise,  from  the  window  of  the  deserted  guard-room, 
a  boat,  for  it  was  now  high  water,  with  fbtir  rowers, 
lurkmg  under  the  cliff  on  which  the  Castle  was  built ; 
and  made  him  farther  sensible  that  he  was  to  have 
access  to  it  by  a  ladder  of  considerable  height  placed 
at  the  window  of  the  ruin. 

Julian  was  both  displeased  and  alarmJad  by  the 
secnritv  and  carelessness  of  the  sentinels^  who  had 
suffered  such  preparations  (o  be  inade  without  ob- 
servation or  alarm  given :  and  he  hesitated  whether 
he  should  not  call  the  omoer  of  the  guard,  upbraid 
him  with  negligence,  and  show  him  how  easily  Holm- 
Peel,  ih  spite  of  its  natural  strength,  and  although 
reported  impregnable,  might  be  surprised  bv  a  few 
resolute  men.  Fenella  seemed  to  guess  his  thoughts 
with  that  extreme  acuteness  of  observation  which  her 
deprivations  had  occasbned  her  acquiring.  She  laid 
one  hand  on  his  arm,  and  a  finger  of  the  other  on  her 
own  lips,  as  i(  to  enjoin  forbearance;  and  Julian, 
knowing  that  she  acted  by  the  direct  authority  of  the 
Countess,  obeyed  her  accordingly!  but  with  tne  inter- 
nal resolution  to  lose  no  time  m  communicating  his 
sentiments  to  the  Earl,  oonoeming  the  danger  to 
which  the  Castle  was  exposed  on  this  point. 

In  the  mean  time,  he  descended  the  ladder  with 
tome  precaution,  for  the  steps  were  unequal,  broken, 
wet,  and  sKppery;  and  having  placed  himself  in  tho 
stern  of  the  boat,  made  a  signal  to  the  men  to  push 
offi  and  turned  to  take  Airewell  of  his  guide.  To  his 
utter  astonishment,  Fenella  rather  slid  down,  than 
descended  regularly,  the  perilous  ladder,  and,  the  boat 
being  already  pushed  off.  made  a  spring  from  the  last 
step  of  it  with  incredible  agility,  and  seated  herself 
beside  Peveiil,  ere  he  conld  express  either  remon- 
strance or  surprise.  He  commanded  the  men  once 
more  to  pull  in  to  the  precarious > landing-place;  and 
throwing  into  his  countenance  a  part  of  the  displea- 
sure which  he  really  felt,  endeavoured  to  make  her 
comprehend  the  necessity  of  returning  to  her  mistress. 
Fenella  folded  her  arms,  and  looked  at  him  with  a 
haughty  smile,  which  completely  expressed  the  deter- 
mination of  her  purpose.  Pevenl  was  extremely  em- 
barrassed ;  he  was  afraid  of  offending  the  Countess, 
and  interfering  with  her  plan,  by  giving  alarm;  which 
otherwise;  he  was  much  tempted  to  have  done.  On 
Fendla.  it  was  evident,  no  species  of  argument  which 
he  coiild  employ  was  likely  to  make  the  least  impres- 
sion ;  and  the  question  remained,  how,  if  she  went  on 
with  him,  he  was  to  rid  himself  of  so  singular  and 
inconvenient  a  companion,  and  provide,  at  the  same 
lime,  suiiicientlv  for  her  personal  security. 

The  boatmen  brought  the  matter  to  a  decision ;  for, 
after  lying  oh  their  oars  for  a  minutet  and  whtspering 


among  tbeaMehv^in  bowDntdior 
began  to  paU  stootly,  and  were  soon  at  soin 

from  the  Castla    The  posaibihty  of  me     

sending  a  masket-ball,  or  even  a^eanDon-shoLita 
them,  was  one  of  the  contingencies  which  gavePml 
momentary  anxiety ;  but  tneykfl  the  forttwa,  aiilMf 
most  have  approached  H,  imnotieed,  or  at  leul  on- 
challenged— a  oarelesniess  on  the  part  oCtbe  gania^ 
which  notwithstanding  that  tba  oan  were  mafflb^ 
and  that  the  men  apokelittte,  andin  whispeia,  aiped. 
in  Peveril's  opinion,  great  negligence  on  the  paitti 
the  ssntinela.  When  they  were  a  Utile  way  frooi  fbe 
Castle,  the  men  began  to  row  btiskiytowarditml 
vessel  which  lay  at  some  distance.  Peretil  bad,  ia 
the  mean  time,  leisure  to  remark,  that  tbe  boatMi 
spoke  to  each  other  dovbtfiilix,  and  bent  sbiimi 
looks  on  Fenella,  as  if  nneertain  whether  they  id 
acted  properly  in  bringing  ber  off 

After  about  a  quarter  of  an  himr's  rowing  tbor 
reached  the  little  sloop,  where  Peveril  waa  reoBwdlv 
the  skq>per,  or  captaiiu  on  the  qaarter^^eck  vidia 
ofler  of  spirits  or  refreshments.  A  won  or  cm 
albong  the  seamen  withdrew  the  csfitain  from  !■ 
hospitablo  cares,  and  he  flew  to  the  aWa  side,  qp- 
rently  to  prevent  FeneUa  irom  entering  the  vim 
The  men  and  he  talked  eagerly  in  Dutch,  lodBv 
aoiiously  at  Fenella  as  th^  spoke  togBmen  m 
Peveril  hoped  tbe  result  would  be^  that  the  poor  «■> 
woman  should  be  sent  ashoie  again.  But  she  Ma 
whatever  opposition  could  be  ofiaed  to  her:  mi 
when  the  acoommodation^isdder,  as  it  is  caUeiw 
withdrawn^  she  snatched  the  end  of  a  rope^  «i 
climbed  on  beard  with  the  dexterity  of  a  sailor,  1» 
ing  them  no  means  of  prerventing  ner  entrance^  m 
by  actual  violence,  to  whkrh  appareatlv  tbey  iM  at 
choose  to  have  recourse.  Once  on  deck,  she  looklk 
captain  by  the  sleeve,  and  led  him  to  the  head  of  ite 
vessel  where  they  seemed  to  hold  interesenv  'm  a 
manner  ]n«elligible  to  both. 

Peveril  soon  forgot  the  presence  of  the  Mic^  as  M 
began  to  mese  upon  his  own  situation,  asd  their  '^~ 
bility  that  he  was  separated  tor  sotne  eonsiai 
tjme  from  the  object  or  his  affectionsL     **  CoBStan 
he  repeated  to  himself.—"  Constancy."    And,  as  ii 
coincidence  vrith  the themeof  his  r6fleedons,he fr 
his  eyes  on  the  polar  star,  which  that  night  twi 
with  more  than  orditiarir  btiUiancr.    EMlem e 


leonstdeiahbi 


passbn  and  stead  v  purpose— the  though  ta  which  a 
as  he  viewed  its  clear  and  unckanginfr  light,  w 
interested  and  noble.    To  seek  his  eoDDtnrs  \ 


and  secure  the  blMsings  of  domestie  mos— H 
charge  a  bold  and  perilous  duty-  to  his  fncod  sn 
tron—to  regard  his  passion  for  Ahoe  Brid^enoil 
the  loadstar  which  was  to  guide  him  to  noble  i 
—were  the  resolutions  which  thronged  qpon  htsi 
aifd  which  exalted  his  spirits  to  that  ataie  of  roL 
tic  melancholy,  which  perhaps  is  ill  oKcfaaagedi 
for  feelings  of  jovfnl  rapture. 

He  was  recalled  from  these  contemplatioasl 
something  which  nestled  itself  softly  and  doseT  ^ 
his  side— a  woman^s  sigh  sounded  so  near  hnn,  i 
disturb  his  reverie  {  and  as  he  turned  his  heaKi,  h 
Fenella  seated  beside  him,  with  her  eyes  fixed  i 
same  star  which  had  just  occupied  his  own. 
emotion  was  that  of  displeasure:  but  itwae 
ble  to  persevere  in  it  towards  a  being  so  hi.^  , 
many  respects,  so  interesting  in  others:  whose  U 
dark  eyes  were  filled  with  dew,  which  gtistened  ii 
moonlight;  and  the  source  of  whose  emotions  w  ^ 
to  be  in  a  partiality  which  might  well  daiai  l_ 
gence,  at  least  from  him,  who  was  the  object « 
At  the  same  time,  Julian  resolved  to  seiie  the  ] 
op^rtunity  for  such  expostulations  with  Fen 
the  strangenees  of  her  conduct,  as  the  poor  i  _  _ 
might  be  able  to  comprehend.  He  took  her  haodl 
great  kindness,  but  st  the  same  time  with  ddim  ~ 
vity,  pointed  to  the  boat,  and  to  the  Casilci, 
towers  and  extended  wails  were  now  scarce 
in  the  distance;  and  thus  intimated  to  her  the  i 
sity  of  her  return  to  Holm-PeeL  She  looked  c, 
and  shook  her  head,  as  if  negativing  hispropoeal  \ 
obstinate  decision.  Julian  renewed  his  expoattil 
by  look  and  gesture— pointed  to  his  own  heart,  u 
timate  the  Coonless— and  bent  his  biowi^  to  rhovl 
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pbtaore  which  ihe  moit  mtertsiii.  To  oil  wUeb, 
mute  only  answered  by  hor  lean. 
Lt  length,  aa  if  diiven  to  explanation  by  hia  ooa- 
Md  nmooatraoce%  ahe  auddeoly  aeized  him  by  the 
ti  to  aneat  hia  attention-^ast  her  eye  haadly 
ind,  aa  if  to  aee  whethcor  ahe  waa  watched  by  any 
^then  drew  the  other  hand,  edgewise,  acrpaa  her 
ider  throat— pointed  to  the  heat,  and  to  the  Caatk^ 
[sodded. 

tn  thia  aeriea  of  ngan,  Peveril  could  put  no  inter- 
(ation,  eioepting  that  he  waa  meoaoed  with  aome 
ponal  danger,  from  which  Fenella  aeemed  to  oon- 

rthat  her  preaence  waa  a  protection.  Whatever 
her  meaning,  her  purpoee  aeemed  unalterably 
pted ;  at  leaat,  it  waa  plain  he  had  no  power  to 
■a  it.  He  muat  therelbre  wait  till  theend  oi  their 
R  voyam^  to  diaembairaaa  himaelf  of  hia  oom- 
Km ;  and  m  the  mean  while,  acting  on  the  idM  of 
liaving  harboured  a  miaplaoed  attachpieut  to  hioi. 
Ibought  he  should  beat  conault  her  lotereat,  and 
two  character,  in  keeping  ai  aa  graat  a  distance 
i  her  na  circomstancea admitted.  With  thia  pur- 
k  he  made  the  sign  ahe  used  for  goiuff  to  slasp.  by 
iBg  hia  head  on  hia  palm(  and  naving  thaa 
punended  to  her  to^  to  reat» be  himaelf  dasiied 
ft  conducted  to  hia  birth. 

Be  captain  readily  showed  him  abammodi  in  iha 
Keabin,  into  which  he  throw  himself;  to  seek  that 
m  which  (he  exercise  and  agitation  of  the  pre* 
■K  day,  as  well  aa  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  made 
Kftow  feel  deavabla.  Sleep,  deep  and  neavy, 
■flown  on  him  in  a  few  mmutea)  but  it  did  not 
mk  long.  In  hia  sleep  he  was  disturbed  ^y  fc- 
■iries;  and  at  length,  as  he  thought,  distinctly 
^Bhe  voice  of  Auoa  Bndgeno^ th  call  on  hia 

Kiwoke,  and,  starting  up  tomiit  his  bed,  became 
He,  from  the  mouon  of  the  veaael,  and  the 
■king  of  the  hammock,  that  hia  drsam  had  de- 
■1  him.  He  waa  atill  atartled  by  its  extreme 
ny  and  liveHness.  "  Julian  Peveru,  help !  Julian 
Ml  r  llie  sounds  still  rung  in  hie  ears— the  ac- 
1p  were  those  of  Alice— and  he  oodd  acaroe  pet- 
OS  himself  that  hia  imagination  had  deceired  him. 
jpd  she  be  in  the  same  veead  7  The  thought  waa 
taitogether inoonaistent  with  her  father'a  charac- 
V  and  the  intricuca  in  which  he  waa  engaged }  hot 

t  if  80,  to  wbat  peril  was  ahe  exposed,  that  ahe 
ed  hiB  name  ao  loudly  1 
ermined  to  make  inatant  inquiry,  he  jumped  out 
hammock,  half-dreaaed  as  ne  waa,  and  stum- 
]g  about  the  little  cabii^  which  waa  as  dark  aa 
jL  at  length,  with  oonaiderable  diificulty,  reached 
BDor.    The  door,  however,  he  waa  altogether  un- 
I  to  open ;  and  was  obli^  to  call  k>ualy  to  the 
«h  upon  deck.    The  akipper,  or  captain,  aa  he 
{called,^ being  the  only  peraon  aboard  who  could 
Ik  Engliah,  anaweredT  to  the  aummona,  and  re- 
i  to  Peverira  demand,  what  noiae  that  waa  7— 
fa  boat  was  going  off  with  the  young  woman-- 
I  MM  whimpered  alitUe  aa  ahe  left  the  veaael— 
Pdat  vaaaall." 
I  explanation  aattsfied  Julian,  who  thought  tt 
bje  that  aome  degree  of  violence  might  have 
absolutely  necessary  to  remove  Fenella)  and 
Rgh  he  rejoiced  at  not  having  witneaaed  it,  he 
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and  the  imritalion  of  the 
breakfast. 


calM  him  «p  l» 


CHAPTER  XX. 

»»w,  vkat  Is  iMi  tiMt  hrasls  m  Ilka  Ayihaiwr, 
Piukisff  a«d  III!  will  If,  like  ss  sir  ia  ■oonliflitf 


did 
1 


PsysBiL  found  the  master  of  the  veaael  rather  leaf 
nide  than  thooe  in  hia  aution  of  life  uaually  are,  and 
reoeiyed  from  him  fell  aatiafoctiDn  oonocrning  the 
fate  of  Fteella,  apon  whom  the  captain  beatowed  a 
hearty  curae^  for  obligbuf  him  to  lay-to  nniii  he  had 
aent  hia  boat  aahore,  and  had  her  badL  again. 

"  I  hop&"  aaid  PevariL  "  no  violeooo  waa 
toieooncilebertoaoaahoiel  Itraataba 
foolish  inainsnrnT^ 

"Resistl  rostti  Gott,''  aaid  the  oaptan, 
reaiat  like  a  troop  ef  horaa-«he  did  eiy,  i 
hear  her  at  Whtiahaveii-«be  did  aa  op  the  riMong 
likeacatupaichimnvi  bot  dnt  vaa  ein  tnek  oTker 
old  ttade.'*^ 

"What  trade  do  yod  meanr  aaid  PevariL 

"0,"  aaid  tbs  aeamai»  "I  vaa  kn^w  mora  about 
her  than  yap,  Meinheer.  I  vaa  know  that  aha  vaa  n 
little^  vary  littis  0i\,  and  prantioa  to  om  asdluMnr, 
when  my  lady  yonder  had  the  good  ludi  to  Im  h«r." 

"  A  aeiuanserl"  said  BbvctI  »  **  whet  do  yian  mean 
by  thair* 

"I  mean  a  rope-danzer,  a  moontebaidt,  a  Haa* 
piokel-haifiQg.  1  vaa  know  Adrian  Bracket  viell*-he 
eell  de  powdeif  dat  mapty  mm*n  atetnach,  and  fiU 
him'a  own  puraa,  Not  know  Adrian  Brackell.  BMBsa 
Gou  J    I  have  smoked  many  a  pound  of  tabak  with 


Peveril  now  reBoembewd  that  Fenella  had  beee 
brougjht  into  the  family  when  ha  and  the  younA  Eari 
were  m  Ettpkand,  and  whiW  the  Cotmtaaa  was  ahaeat 
on  an  expedition  to  the  continent  Where  the  Counteaa 
found  her,  aba  aover  eommnnicaied  to  the  young 
men ;  but  only  intimated  that  aha  had  received  her 
out  or  compassion,  io  aider  to  leliavo  her  finm  n  situa* 
tion  of  extreme  diatieaa. 

He  hinted  so  mu^  to  the  eommumontiva  seaman, 
who  replied,  '*  that  for  diatrsaa  he  knew  nocht'a  on't: 
only,  that  Adrian  Brackfl  heat  her  when  she  would 
not  danoe  on  the  ropok  and  atarved  her  whan  ahe  did, 
to  prevent  her  growth."  The  baigain  between  the 
Counteaa  and  the  moonieback,  he  aaid,  he  had  made 
himaelf;  becanaa  the  Connteas  had  hirsd  his  brig  upon 
hor  expeditbn  to  the  continent.  None  else  knew 
where  she  came  from.  The  Countess  had  aeen  heron 
a  pobUc  stage  at  Oaleiid— compaaaionated  her  help- 
leaa  aitoationi  and  the  aevere  treatment  ahe  received^ 
and  had  employed  him  to  purchase  the  poor  creature 
from  her  roaater,  and  charged  him  with  .mienoa 
to  waida  all  her  retinue.*— "  And  ao  I  do  keep  aUenoe,** 
continued  the  faithful  confidant,-  "vaa  I  am  in  the 
havena  of  Man  i  bnt  when  I  am  on  the  broad  aeaa, 

•  Aa  hMlsMi  of  NOh  a  teit  of  ao  safamaaie  dmeiDf  gM 
ooeuno^  is  EdlolMKli  ioilM  tad  of  the  MiwitseoUi  onitMiy. 

"  ISUi  Januanr,  llS7.--It«id,  the  taoontabuk.  Jnuwh  SooU 
of  Harden  and  hia  ladf,  for  itealinf  away  from  nun  a  Iittie  gtti 
eallad  Tkt  tmiMimt  lauk.  that  danead  vpan  a  ttafe,  and  ha 
and  ptodooad  a  oonlnet,  by  which  he  bonfht 


not  fe^l  sorry  that  such  had  been  employed. 
Ttinacious. desire  to  continue  on  board,  ana  the 
ty  of  freeing  himseli^  when  he  should  come 


dream  was  thna  fhOy  explained.  Fancy  had 
t  Dp  the  inarticulate  and  vehement  cries  with 
Fendla  was  wont  to  express  resistance  or 
ksure--had  coined  them  mto  language,  tod 
them  the  ticcenta  of  Alice  Bridgenorth.  Our 
nation  plays  wilder  tricks  with  as  almost  every 

^.captain  now  midid the  door,  and  appeared  with 
Ion;  without  the  aid  of  which,  Peveril  coukl 
i  have  regained  his  cotich,  where  he  now  aluror 
Kcore  and  aoqnd,  until  day  waa  fax  advanced. 

^st.  lY, 


her  ttam  her  moUiar  for  thirty  poiuida  Beota,  (SL  IM.  •terlipi.l 
But  wo  have  do  alaToa  in  ScoUaod,"  continuaa  tlM  libanl  re 
porter,  "and  rooUiera  cannot  rII  their bairat :  and  phriidans 
atteated  that  Oie  employment  of  tanbiinf  wonid  kill  her,  and 
har  jolnia  wfra  now  grown  atiflT,  and  ahe  dediaad  to  ceiara. 
thoocii  ahe  waa  at  leaat  an  apinentioej  and  could  not  n^  away 
from  ner  matter:  Yet  mom  qti< 
Yant  ahefter  himaelf  with  thee.  \ 


nantioe.  and  could  not  n^  away 
loted  Moaes't  Law,  Uiat  if  aVr- 
ayainat  hia  niajter*t  cruelty,  thoi 


■mlj  not  deliver  hitn  up.    The  Lorda,  fesftnuf  MMeal- 
aaaoilaied  (1  a.^  aaonittsd]  iianlea.**-FMmTA]iaiAU.'s 

B  ranity  io  being  eonneeted  with  a 


TOl.  i  p.  44L 
liertain  \ 


Amanmayeni . 

patron  of  the  eaoie  of  homaAity ;  to  the  author  may  be  par- 
that  he  derlYea  hia  owe  dirsot  daaeeat  fhna 


the  ftther  of  thia  ohaanpton  of  hOBMpity. 

Raid  the  mountebank  apparsatly  knew  well  how  to  Mt  um 
aaila  of  bla  own  intereat  to  whatavar  wind  proved  moat  likelv 
to  i»m  them    He  fbilad  not  to  avail  himaair  of  Kini  Jamef'a 


for  the  earn 


of  bentiea,  on  which 


'  of  Kina  Jami 
anh^eelFounb 


rasa  for 

hall  baa . 

**  Reid  the  mountebank  la  received  into  the  Popiah  ehareli. 
and  one  of  hit  blaekamoon  wat  perauaded  to  accept  of  baptiam 
from  the  Popiah  rffieata,  and  to  turn  ChrltliaB  papitt,  whiett 
waa  a  craat  trophy.  •  Ha  waa  ehriatoned  JamiM  after  Uvs  '"^-- 
aad  ChueaUor,  aad  Ike  Apaatla  J«aaa  V'-WA  »  Hk 


PXVERIL  or  VRK  PKAC* 
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dra  my  tonoB  is  miiw  own,  yen  know.  Die  foolish 
oeoplee  in  the  island,  they  say  she  itf  a  wechsel-balff-*- 
what  you  call  a  fairy-elf  changeling.  My  faith,  tiiey 
do  not  never  have  seen  ein  wechsel-halg;  for  I  savi' 
one  myself  at  Coloffne,  and  it  was  twice  as  big  as 
yonder  girl,  and  did  oreak  the  poor  people*  with  eat- 
ing them  u(\  like  de  great  big  eockoo  in  de  sparrow's 
nest ;  but  this  Venelia  eat  no  more  than  other  girls- 
it  was  no  wechsel-balg  in  the  worM." 

By  a  difierent  train  of  reasoning,  Julian  had  arrived 
at  the  same  conclusion;  in  which,  therefore,  he 
heartily  aoquiesoed.  During  the  ssaman's  prosing, 
he  was  reflecting  within  himself;  how  much  of  the 
singular  fltfibihtyof  her  limbs  and  movements  the 
unfortunate  girl  must  have  derived  fiom  the  disdpUne 
and  instructions  of  Adrian  Brackel}  and  also  how  for 
the  germs  of  her  wilful  and  capricious  passions  might 
have  been  sown  during  her  wandering  and  adven- 
'  turous  childhood.  Aristocratic,  also,  as  nis  education 
had  been,  these  snecdotes  respecting  Fenella*s  ori- 
ginal situation  and  education,  rather  ineteased  his 
pleasure  at  having  shaken  off  her  company;  and  yet 
he  still  felt  desirous  to  know  any  farther  particniara 
whieh  the  seaman  could  communicate  on  the  subject 
But  hs  had  already  told  all  he  knew.  Of  her  parents 
he  knew  nothing^  except  that  "  her  iithor  roust  have 
been  a  damned  nundifoot,  and  a  schelm,  for  selling 
his  own  flesh  and  blood  to  Adrian  Brackel  ;*'  for  by 
such  a  transaction  had  the  mountebank  become  po»- 
1  of  his  pupil. 


This  oonvereation  tended  to  remove  an}r  passing 
doubts  which  might  have  crept  on  Pevfrirs  mind 
concerning  the  fidelity  of  the  master  of  the  vessel, 
who  appeared  from  thenoe  to  have  been  a  former 
acquaintance  of  the  Countess,  and  to  have  enjoyed 
some  shsre  of  her  oonfidenos.  The  threatening  mo- 
tion used  by  Fenella,  he  no  k>nger  considered  as 
worthy  of  smr  notice,  excepting  as  a  new  mark  of  the 
irritability  of^her  temper. 

He  amused  himself  with  walking  the  deck^  and 
musing  on  his  past  and  future  prospects,  until  his 
attention  was  forcibly  arrested  by  the  wind,  which 
began  to  rise  in  gusts  from  the  north-west,  in  a  man- 
ner so  unfavourable  to  the  course  they  intended  to 
hold,  that  the  master,  after  many  efiorts  to  beat 
against  it,  declared  his  bark,  which  was  by  no  means 
an  excellent  sea-boat,  was  unequal  to  making  White- 
haven ;  and  that  he  was  compelled  to  make  a  fair 
wind  of  it,  and  run  for  Liverpool.  To  this  coarse 
Peveril  did  not  object  It  saved  him  some  land  jour- 
ney, in  case  he  visited  his  father's, castle;  and  the 
Countess's  commission  wouki  be  discharged  as  ef- 
Isetoally  the  one  way  as  the  other. 

The  vessel  was  put,  accordingly,  before  the  vrind, 
and  ran  with  great  steadiness  and  velodiy.  The 
captain,  notwithstanding,  pleadmg  some  nautical 
hazards,  chose  to  lie  off;  and  did  not  attempt  the 
mouth  of  the  Mersey  until  morning,  when  Peveril 
had  at  length  the  satisfactkm  of  being  landed  upon 
the  quay  of  Liverpool,  which  even  then  showed  symp- 
toms of  the  commercial  prosperity  that  has  since  been 
carried  to  such  a  height. 

The  master,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  port, 
pointed  out  to  Julian  a  decent  place  of  entertainment, 
chiefly  frequented  by  seafaring  people :  for,  although 
he  had  been  in  the  town  formerly,  be  aid  not  think  it 
proper  to  go  any  where  at  present  where  he  might 
liave  been  unneoesssrily  recognised.  Here  he  took 
t^ave  of  the  seaman,  after  pressing  upon  him  with 
difBculty  a  small  present  for  his  crew.  As  for  his 
passage,  the  captain  declined  any  recompense  what' 
ever;  and  they  parted  upon  the  most  civil  terms. 

The  inn  to  which  he  was  recommended  was  fhll  of 
strangers,  seamen  sod  mercantile  people,  all  intent 
upon  their  own  affairs,  and  discussing  them  with 
noise  and  eagerness,  peculiar  to  the  business  of  a 
thriving  seaport.  But  although  the  general  clamour 
of  the  public  room,  in  which  the  guests  mixed  with 
each  other,  related  chiefly  to  their  own  eommercial 
dealings,  there  was  a  general  theme  mingling  with 
them,  which  was  alike  common  and  interesting  to 
all ;  so  that,  amidst  disputes  about  freight,  tonnage, 
demurraae,  and  such  like,  were  heard  uie  emphatic 
sounds  ot  "Deep,  damnable,  aocoifled  )plot."— "Bloody 


Pspist  villains.*'—'*  The  Kmg  in  dtnger-thegribn 
toogood  for  them,"  and  so  forth. 

The  fermentation  excited  m  London  hid  pink 
reached  ^ven  this  remote  seaport*aDd  wu  mm 
by  the  inhabitants  with  the  peculiar  storaiT  mtg 
which  invests  men  in  their  sitoation  with  tbedi^ 
racterof  the  vrinds  and  wavea  with  which  dsra 
chiefly  conversant  llie  commercial  and  ontti 
interests  oi  Englsnd  were  indeed  particolir^  o^ 
catholic ;  althoiqsh  h  is  not,  perhapi,  easy  to  g:i«rif 
distinct  resson  why  they  should  be  so,  swx  tb^ 
logical  disputes  in  general  could  scarce  be  cooa' 
as  interestmg  to  them.  But  zeal,  amongst  the 
ordera  at  least  is  often  m  an  inverse  ratio  to' 
ledge ;  and  sailora  were  not  probably  the  less 
and  devoted  Protestants,  that  they  did  not  ond^, 
the  controveray  between  the  churcba.  A»  for . 
merchants,  they  were  almost  neeoaarily  inioocrf! 
the  gentrv  of  Lancashire  and  Cheshire;  mi^ 
whom  still  retamed  the  fiiith  of  Rome,  wliich 
rendered  ten  times  more  odious  to  die  men  of 
meroe,  as  the  badge  of  their  haughty 
neighbours. 

From  the  little  which  Peveril  heard  of  tlie 
ments  of  the  people  of  Liverpool,  he  nni^a 
should  act  most  prudently  in  leaving  dieplact  m 
as  possible,  and  before  any  suspicion  lAoaid^^ 
his  having  any  connexk>n  with  the  party 
peered  to  have  become  so  obnoxious. 

In  order  to  accomplish  his  joumev,  it  viij 
necessary  Aat  he  should  purchase  a  hone;  a| 
this  purpose  he  resolved  to  have  reooone  to 
bles  of  a  dealer  well  known  at  the  time,  i 
dwelt  in  the  outskirts  of  tho  place;  ud 
obtained  directions  to  his  dwelling,  he  vtal 
to  provide  himself. 

Joe  Bndleslev's  stables  exhibited  a  laqte 
good  horses ;  ror  that  trade  was  in  former ' 
active  than  at  present.    It  was  an  ordina 
a  stranger  to  buy  a  horse  for  the  purpoai 
journey,  and  to  sell  him,  as  well  as  he  M* 
ne  had  reached  the  point  of  his  destilHtV 
hence  there  wss  a  constant  demand,  fliif 
ponding  supply :  upon  both  of  which,  Bn 
those  of  his  trade,  contrived,  doubtless^  toi 
some  profits. 

Julian,  who  was  no  despicable  horse-jooefjH 
for  his  purpose  a  strong  well-made  hona^  n^' 
teen  hands  high,  and  had  him  led  into  tben^^ 
whether  his  paces  corresponded  with  bis  ir 
As  these  also  gave  perfect  satisfiiction  to  the 
it  remained  only  to  settle  the  price  with  I- 
who  of  course  swore  his  customer  had  DrtdxB 
the  best  horse  ever  darkened  the  stable-door,  so 
had  dealt  that  way;  that  no  such  horseiv^' 
had  fiow-a-daya  for  that  the'  mares  were  m 
foaled  them ;  and  having  named  a  correapooaif 
the  usual  haggliit]^  commenced  betwixt  the  tela 
purchaser,  for  adjustment  of  what  the  French  dd 
cnW  le  prix  JU9U. 

The  reader,  if  he  be  at  all  acquainted  with 
oLtrafilic,  well  knowa  it  isgeneraJly  a  keen  enea 
of  wits,  and  attracts  the^notice  of  all  the  idkn 
hearing,  who 
opinion8,or  ' 

present  occasion^ .  ,^ 

the  ordinary  sixe^  and  meanly  dresaed ;  hot 
interference  was  m  a  confident  tone,  and  sfl 
showed  himself  master  of  the  subject  on  wM 
spoke.    The  price  of  the  horac  being  settled** 
fmeen  pounds,  which  was  very  high  for  the/ 
,that  of  the  saddle  and  bridle  had  next  to  m«Q 
and  the  thin  mean-looking  person  before  nxon 
foimd  nearly  as  much  to  say  on  this  subject  tf 
other.   As  ms  remarks  had  a  conciliating  aad^ 
tendency  towards  the  stranger,  Peveril  co 
was  one  of  those  idle  peisons,  who,  hdi— ;>-;] 
willing  to  supply  thems^ves  with  the  taetu^t 
mnce  at  their  own  cost,  do  not  scmple^^ 
them  at  the  hands  of  others,  by  a  litde  offioooa 
plaisanee ;  and  considering  that  be  BMght  • , 
some  useful  information  from  such  a  peisoOi  jji 
about  to  offer  him  the  courtesy  of  a  monimg *■ 
when  he  observed  he  had  suddenly  left  the  yanL 


ho  are  usually  very  ready  to  offir 
•  their  evidence.  Amongst  these,  up! 
rasion,  was  a  thin  man,  rather  b;^ 

rv  fdxA.  nnd  mAiinlv  r]n>afl^!  bot  1 
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KVSRIL  OP  THE  FEAK. 


I  scarce  rermirked  this  circumstance,  before  n  party 
customers  entered  the  place,  whose  haughty  as- 
nption  of  importance  claimed  the  instant  attention 
phdiealey,  and  all  his  militia  of  grooms  and  stable- 
rs. 

^ Three  good  horses,**  said  the  leader  of  the  party, 
all  bulky  man,  whose  breaih  was  drawn  full  and 
ii*  ander  a  consciousness  of  fat,  and  of  importance 
'three  good  and  able-bodied  horses,  for  the  service 

te  Commons  of  England.'* 
leslev  said  he  had  some  horses  which  might 
re  the  Speaker  himself  at  need ;  but  that,  to  speak 
kinian  truth,  he  had  just  sold  the  best  in  his  stable 
that  gentleman  present,  who,  doubtless,  would 
I  up  the  bargain  if  the  horse  was  needed  fdt  the 
rice  of  the  state. 

You  speak  well,  friend,"  said  the  important  per- 
■ge  ;  and  advancing  to  Julian,  demanded,  m  a 
^augtiiy  tone,  the  suneoder  of  the  purchase 
ich  he  DSQ Just  made. 

^erii^  with  some  diiSiculty,  subdued  the  strong 
in  which  he  felt  to  return  a  round  refusal  to  so 
vssonable  a  request,  but  fortunately,  recollecting 
Itbe  situation  m  which  he  at  present  stood,  re- 
fed,  on  his  part,  much  circumspection,  he  repljcd 
pir,  that  upon  showing  him  any  warrant  to  seize 
B  horses  for  the  public  service,  ne  must  of  course 
iat  to  resign  his  ptnt;hase. 
be  man,  with  an  air  of  extreme  dignitv,  puUed 
h  his  pocket  and  thrust  into  Pevenrs  hands,  a 
'  lot  subscrioed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
nona,  empowering  Charles  Topham,  their  omcer 
I  Black  Rod,  to  pursue  and  seize  uppn  the  per- 
of  certain  individuals  named  in  the  warrant; 
f  all  other  persons  who  are,  or  should  be,  ac- 
Iby  competent  witnesses,  of  being  accessory  to, 
oureraof,  the  hellish  and  damnable  Popish  Plot, 
sent  carried  on  within  the  bowels  of  the  king- 
I  and  charging  all  men,  as  they  loved  their 
ance,  to  render  the  said  Charles  Topham  their 
Sest  and  most  effective  assistance,  in  execution 
pie  duty  intrustud  to  his  care. 
in  perusing  a  document  of  such  weighty  import, 
lap  had  no  hesitation  to  give  up  his  horse  to  this 
Ofidable  functionary ;  whom  somebody  compared 
a  lion,  which,  as  the  House  of  Commons  was 
laed  to  msinta'iQ  such  an  animal,  they  were  under 
necessiiy  of  providing  for  by  frequent  commit- 
Bts;  until  "  Take  Aim,  TVjjAaw,**  oecame  a  pro- 
and  a  fbrmidablo  one,  in  the  mouth  of  the 


,  acquiaMxnce  of  Peveril  procured  him  some 
ie  in  the  sight  of  the  emissary ;  who,  before  select- 
two  horses  for  his  attendantsi  gave  permission  to 
stranger  to  purchase  a  gray  horsa  much  inferior 
ed  to  that  which  he  had  resigned,  both  i..  form 
in  action,  but  very  little  lower  in  price,  as  Mr. 
lesley,  immediately  on  learning  the  demand  for 
es  upon  the  part  of  the  Commons  of  England, 
passed  a  pnvate  resolution  in  bis  own  mind. 
Denting  the  price  of  his  whole  stud,  by  an  impo- 
1  of  at  least  twenty  per  cent,  ad  VMorem, 
iveril  adjusted  and  paid  the  price  with  much  less 
ment  than  on  tho  former  occasion ;  for,  to  be 
f  with  the  reader,  he  had  noticed  in  the  warrant 
r.  Topham,  the  name  of  his  father,  Sir  Geoffrey 
Hi  of  Martindale  Castle,  engrossed  at  full  length, 
»  of  those  subjected  to  arrest  by  that  officer. 
lien  aware  of  this  material  fact,  it  became  Ju- 
I  buainean  to  leave  Liverpool  directly,  and  carry 
larm  to  Pcrbyshira  ill  indeed,  Mr.  Topham  had 
already  executed  his  charge  in  that  country, 
h  he  toought  unlikely,  as  it  was  probable  diey 
d  commence  by  securing  those  who  lived  nearest 
p  seaporte.  A  word  or  two  which  he  overheard, 
igthened  bis  hopes. 

End  haik  ye,  fnend.'*  said  Mr.  Topham;  "you 
bave  the  horses  at  the  door  of  Mr.  Shortell,  the 
ei;  in  two  houri^  as  we  shall  refresh  ourselves 
iwith  a  cool  tankard,  and  learn  what  folks  live 
e  neighbourhood  that  may  be  concerned  in  my 
,  And  you  will  please  to  have  that  saddle  padded, 
am  totd  the  Derbyshire  roads  are  rough.— And 
Cai  cam  Pmngerficld,  and  Master  Everett,  you 


must  put  on  your  Protestant  spectacles^  and  show 
mo  where  there  is  the  shadow  of  a  pnest,  or  of  a 
priest's  favourer;  for  I  am  come  down  with  a  broom 
in  my  cap  to  sweep  this  north  country  of  such  like 
cattle." 

One  of  the  persons  he  thus  addressed,  who  wors 
the  garb  of  a  broken-down  citizen^  only  answered, 
**  Ay,  tnily.  Master  Topham,  it  is  tune  to  puige  the 
gamer." 

The  other,  who  had  a  formidable  pair  of  whiskos, 
a  red  nose,  and  a  tarnished  laced  coat,  together  with 
a  hat  of  Pistol's  dimensiona  was  more  loquacious. 
"I  take  it  on  my  damnation,  said  this  zealous  Pro- 
testant witness,  "  that  Y  will  discover  the  marks  of 
the  beast  on  every  one  of  them  betwixt  sixteen  snd 
seventy,  as  plainlv  as  if  they  had  crossed  themselves 
with  inkj  instead  of  holy  water.  Since  we  have  a 
King  willing  to  do  justice,  and  a  House  of  Commons 
to  uphold  prosecutions,  why,  damn  me.  the  causa 
must  not  stand  still  for  lack  of  evidence.** 

"  Stick  to  that,  noble  captain,"  answered  the  offi- 
cer I  "  but,  prithee,  reserve  thy  oaths  for  the  court  of 
justice;  it  is  but  sneer  waste  to  throw  them  away,  aa 
you  do,  in  your  ordinary  conversation.'* 

"Fear  you  nothing^  Master  Topham,**  answered 
Dangerfield ;  "  it  is  nght  to  keep  a  man's  gifts  in 
use;  and  were  I  altogether  to  renounce  oaths  in  my 
private  discourse^  how  should  I  know  how  to  use  one 
when  I  needed  it  ?  But  you  hear  me  use  none  of 
your  Papist  abjurationa  I  swear  not  by  the  Mass, 
or  before  George,  or  by  any  thing  that  belongs  to 
idolatrvi  but  such  downright  oaths  as  may  serve  a 

Sior  Protestant  gentleman,  who  would  fain  serve 
eaven  and  the  King." 

"  Bravely  spoken,  most  noble  Festus,"  said  hia 
yoke-fellow.—"  But  do  not  suppose,  that  although  I 
am  not  in  the  habit  of  aamisning  my  words  with 
oaths  out  of  season,  I  shall  be  wanting,  when  called 
upon  to  declare  the  height  and  the  depth,  the  width 
and  the  length,  of  this  hellish  plot  against  the  Kmg 
and  the  Protestant  faith." 

Dizzv,  and  almost  sick,  with  listening  to  the  undis* 
guised  orutality;  of  these  fellows,  Peveru,  having  with 
difficulty  prevailed  on  Bridlesloy  to  settle  his  purchase, 
at  length  led  forth  his  gray  steed ;  but  was  scarce  out 
of  the  yard,  when  he  neard  the  following  alarming 
conversation  pass,  o(  which  he  seemed  himself  the 
object. 

"  Who  is  that  youth  7'*  said  the  slow  soft  voice  of 
tho  more  precise  of  the  two  witnessesi,  "  Methinks  I 
have  seen  him  somewhere  before.  Is  he  from  these 
parts  !*' 

"^ot  that  I  know  of,**  said  Bridlesley;  who,  like 
all  the  other  inhabitants  of  Fjigland  at  the  time, 
answered  the  interrogatories  of  these  fellows  with 
the  deference  which  is  paid  in  Spain  to  the  questioa 
of  an  inquisitor.  "A  strans^er— entirely  a  stranger— 
never  saw  him  before— a  wild  young  colt,  I  warrant 
him ;  and  knows  a  horse's  mouth  as  well  as  I  do."  ^ 

"I  begin  to  bethink  me  I  saw  such  a  face  as  hie 
at  the  Jesuits*  consult,  in  the  White  Horse  Tavern,*' 
answered  Everett. 

"  And  I  think  I  recollect,"  said  Captain  Danger* 
field ,      .,   , 

"Come,  com^  master  and  captain,'  said  the  au« 
thoritative  voice  of  Topham,  "wo  will  have  none  of 
your  recollections  at  present  We  all  know  what 
these  are  likely  to  end  in.  But  I  will  have  you  know, 
you  are  not  to  run  till  the  leash  is  slipped.  The  young 
man  is  a  well  Kioking  lad,  and  gave  up  his  horse 
handsomely  for  the  service  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
He  knows  how  to  behave  himself  to  his  betters,  I 
warrant  you:  and  I  scarce  think  he  has  enough  m  hie 
purse  to  pay  the  fees."* 

This  speech  concluded  the  dialogue,  w7iich  PcvenI, 
finding  liimself  so  much  concerned  in  the  issue, 

*  The  infamouM  character  of  thoM  who  eontrifvd  and  carried 
on  tiM  protended  Prjpi<*li  Plot,  mar  bo  bent  (Mtiinated  tijr  the 
aeeount  given  in  NorUi'i  Cxatnen.  who  de«critK*«  Oate«  hini<clx 
with  contiderabla  power  of  col<Kiriof.  "  Ho  haa  now  in  •lii 
trine  exalmtiun.  hin  v»lol  in  tUU  force,  eflttcacy.  and  virtoei/ie 
walked  about  wiUi  hia  trunnU  (a^Micned  for  fear  of  U»e  Papiatt 
murdering  him.]  Re  had  lodgings  in  Wlntuliai),  anil  isooi. 
per  annum  pennion :  And  no  wonder,  after  ho  hud  the  iiniM 
dcooe  to  ear  to  Um  Houae  of  Loi da.  in  plain  terms.  Uiat.  iT  li>«» 
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thought  it  bete  to  hear  to  an  end.  Now  r/hen  it 
'  ceasod,  to  get  out  of  the  town  unobserved,  and  take 
the  nearest  way  to  his  father's  castle,  seemed  his 
wisest  plan.  He  had  settled,  his  reckoning  at  the  inn, 
and  brought  with  him  to  Bridlesley's  the  smaJI  port- 
manteau which  contained  his  few  necessaries,  so  that 
he  had  no  occasion  to  return  thither.  He  resolved, 
therefore,  to  ride  some  miles  before  he  stopped,  even 
for  the  purpose  of  feeding  his  horse ;  and  being  pretty 
well  acquamted  with  the  country,  he  hoped  to  oe  able 
to  push  forward  to  Martindale  Castle  sooner  than  the 
worshipful  Master  Topham ;  whose  saddle  was,  in 
the  first  place,  to  be  padded^  and  who.  when  mounted, 
would,  in  all  probability,  nde  with  the  precaution  of 
those  who  require  such  security  against  the  efiects  of 
a  hard  trot. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  feelings,  Julian  pushed 
for  Warrington,  a  place  with  which  he  was  well  ac- 
quainted ;  but,  without  halting  in  the  town,  he  crosiiod 
the  Mersey,  by  the  bridge  buut  by  an  ancestor  of  his 
friend  the  Earl  of  Derby,  and  condnued  his  route 
towards  Dishley.  oo  the  Dorders  of  Derbyshire.  He 
might  have  reached  this  ktter  village  easily,  had  his 
horse  been  fitter  for  a  forced  march ;  but  in  the  course 
of  the  journejr,  he  had  occasion,  more  than  once,  to 
curse  the  official  dignity  of  the  person  who  had  rob- 
bed him  of  his  betteS'  steed,  while  taking  the  best  di- 
rection he  could  through  a  country  with  which  he  was 
only  generally  acquainted. 

woaM  not  help  him  to  moio  money,  he  Biwt  be  foreed  lo  help 
hiniBeif.  Ho  put  oo  an  Epieeopal  gtJt>,  (except  the  lawn  aleevM.) 
■{Ik-fown  and  canock,  freat  hat,  ntin  hat-l)aod  and  roae.  long 
•earf;  and  was  called,  or  mot^  blaapheaioudy  called  himaeir,  the 
Savioar  of  th«  nation  t  whoever  he  pointed  at,  waa  takea  up 
and  committed  :  so  tliat  many  people  got  out  of  hie  wajr,  aa 
from  a  biact jtiid  glad  ihny  could  prove  Uieir  two  lent  jreara*  con- 
vcrMtiun.  The  very  breath  of  him  was  imtilential,  and,  if  it 
l>rought  not  impriBonment,  or  death,  or^t  fucii  on  whom  it  fell, 
it  Miivly  })oi9oned  reputation,  ami  left  good  Froteetanta  arrant 
Papiata,  and  HOiiietlimg  worae  Uian  that— in  danger  of  being  put 
in  the  plot  w  traitora.  Upon  his  examination  before  the  Com* 
mom,  the  LordCliief-Justice  Scrogga  was  sent  for  to  the 
House,  and  there  signed  wananta  for  the  imprisonment  of  five 
Koinan  Caiholic  iieers,  upon  which  they  were  laid  up  in  the 
Tower.  The  votes  of  Uie  Houses  seemed  to  confirm  the  whoje. 
A  solemn  form  of  prayer  was  deaired  upon  the  subject  of  the 
plot  and  when  one  was  prepared,  it  was  fbund  faulty,  t>ef*ause 
the  Papists  were  not  named  aa  authors  of  it  i  Ood  surely  knew 
wheUier  it  were  so  or  not :  however,  it  was  yielded  to,  that 
omniscience  might  not  want  information.  The  Queen  herself 
was  accu<ed  at  the  Commons'  bar.  The  city.  Ibr  fear  of  the 
Papists,  put  up  their  posts  and  chains  t  and  thn  chamberlain, 


Sir  TliomaK  Player,  in  tite  Court  of  Aldermen,  aavo  his  reason 
for  the  city's  using  that  caution,  which  was.  that  he  did  not 
know  but  the  next  morning  they  might  all  riae  wiUi  their 


ttiroats  cut  The  trials,  convictions,  and  executions  of  the 
priesu,  Jesuits,  and  otiiers,  were  liaa,  and  attended  with  vast 
mob  and  noi«c.  Nothing  ordinary  or  moderate  was  to  be  beard 
in  people's  communication ;  but  ererj  debate  and  action  was 
high-flown  and  tumultuous.  All  freedom  of  speech  waa  taken 
away ;  and  not  to  believe  Uioplnt.  was  worse  than  being  Turk, 
Jew,  or  intidcL  For  this  fhot  or  Qodftiey's  murder,  the  three 
poor  men  of  SomeiaeMiottse  were,  as  %iras  said,  convicted.  The 
most  pitiAil  circumstance  was  Uiat  of  ilieir  trial,  under  the  popu- 
lar prejudice  against  them.  The  Lord-Chief- Justice  Scroggs 
look  in  with  the  tide,  and  ranted  for  the  plot,  hewing  down 
Poper^r,  as  Scanderbec  hewed  the  Turk  ;  which  waa  but  lilUe 
propitious  to  them.  The  other  judges  were  twssive,  and  med> 
died  little,  excf^pt  some  that  were  takers  in  also ;  and  particu- 
larly the  good  Recorder  Treb/,  who  eased  the  Attorney-General, 
for  he  seldom  asked  a  quesUon,  but  one  might  guess  lie  forea^w 
tlie  answer.  Some  may  blame  the  (at  best)  passive  behaviour 
of  tlic  judges :  but  really,  considering  it  was  impossible  to  stem 
•ocii  a  current,  the  appearing  to  do  it  in  vain  had  been  mora 
unprofitable,  because  it  had  mflamed  the  great  and  small  rout, 
drawn  scandal  on  tliemeelves,  and  disabled  them  from  taking  in 
when  opportunity  shoold  be  more  fkvourable.  The  prisoners, 
under  these  liardsliipa,  had  enough  to  do  to  make  any  defieooe  ; 

« 1 —  .i._  — .: iirive,  it  was  conclusive ;  for  no 

serve  the  turn ;  it  must  bo  o^ 

Whoever  doth  not  well  observe  the 

power  of  judging,  may  think  many  things,  in  the  course  of 
justice,  very  strangiB.  If  one  side  is  held  to  demonstration,  and 
the  other  allowed  presumptiuns  for  proofit,  any  cause  mar  be 
earried.  fn  a  word,  anger,  policy,  inhumanity,  and  prejudice, 
had,  at  this  time,  a  planetary  possession  of  the  minds  of  roost 
men,  and  destiDyed  in  Uiem  that  golden  role,  of  doing  as  they 
would  be  dooo  unto. " 

Jn  anoUier  passage  OatM's  personal  appearanee  is  thus  de- 
■nribcd.— "  He  was  a  low  man,  of  an  ill  cut,  very  short  neck, 
and  his  visage  and  fiMtures  were  meet  partieutar.  His  mouUi 
was  the  centre  of  his  face :  and  a  eumpasa  tliere  would  sweep 
his  nose,  forehead,  and  chin,  within  the  perimeter.  Gees  qvt>$ 
fme  Deits  notaviL  In  a  word,  he  was  a  most  consummate  cheat, 
nlasphcmer.vicious,  perjured,  iropudent.and  saucy,  foul-mouth*d 
wiotch  ;  and  were  it  not  fbr  the  tnith  df  history,  and  the  great 
emotions  in  tlie  public  he  was  the  cause  of,  not  fit  (so  little  de- 
ar^vuigj  to  be  remembered." 


for  where  tlie  testimony  was  posi 
rp«sonioc  o^  ImprobaMH  wnuM  i 
impo$MUi.  or  not  at  all.    Whoei 


able;  an(i Peveril hai 


QH^ara,  a  1iahbe(»ineii]»v«l. 
only  to  look  for  some  qviet  IB 
sequestered  place  of  refreshment  This  pmsm 
itself,  in  the  form  of  a  small  cluster  of  cotta|!n;  tha 
best  of  which  united  the  characters  of  an  tMom 
and  a  mill,  where  the  sign  of  the  Cat,  (the  lanMi 
faithful  ally  in  defence  of  his  meatsacKs,)  booted  ii 
high  as  Grunalkm  in  the  fauytale,  andplajingootiM 
fiddle  for  the  more  grace,  aimouncedthat  JohiiWhle- 
craft  united  the  two  honest  occupations  of  lauM 
and  miller ;  and,  doubtless,  took  toll  from  the  poUie 
in  both  capacities. 

Such  a  place  promised  a  trsTeller,  who  ji>anw|id 
incognito,  safer,  if  not  better  accommodatioo,  tni 
he  was  like  to  meet  with  in  more  frequenttti  iBU] 
and  at  the  door  of  the  Cat  and  Fkidle,  Julian  biM 
accordinglv. 


CHAPTER  XXL 

theae  diitracted  times,  when  each  naa  dnab 
'^  bloody  atrata^ems  of  busy  heiiliL 


^ 


At  the  door  of  the  Cat  and  Fiddle,  Jtilian  reeml 
the  UHuoI  flttc<m!oT]  paid  to  the  cusromersof  an» 
rior  house  of  tnterwinment.  His  hotae  wti  caiBl 
by  a  ragf^cd  Ind,  ^^ho  acted  as  hostler,  intoapikr 
stnble  \^  here,  however,  the  nag  was  tolmbly  iqi|ii 
wifh  food  hlltl  litter. 

Hnvtng  Pc^n  \\ni  nnimal  on  which  his  coiD(bT^9 
haps  Ins  pnfeiy,  depended,  property  provided  hi  J 
veni  cnierod  the  kjlchen,  which  indeed  was  atooi 
parlour  and  hs  11  of  the  httle  nostelrjr.  to  ^  ™£ 
freahmeat  be  could  obtain  for  himself,  liodi  ,loji 
satisfaction,  he  found  there  was  only  one  niitiD» 
house  besides  himself;  but  he  was  less  pieamwM 
he  found  that  he  must  either  go  withootdiBBfftjr 
share  with  that  singleguest  the  onlvproTi«i«;»w" 
chanced  to  be  in  the  house,  namef)',  a  di^Jrfo?* 
and  eels,  which  their  host,  the  miller,  hadnnyKB 
from  his  mill-stream.  jj. 

At  the  particular  requcait  of  Julian,  m  ■"■J 
undertook  to  add  a  substantial  dish  ofcgp  y 
bacon,  which,  perhaps  she  would  not  htrtaw 
taken  for,  had  not  the  sharp  eye  of  Pewril  diicafow 
the  flitch  hanging  in  its  smoKy  retreat,  wben.M'" 
presence  could  net  be  denied,  the  bostesa  w«*5* 
pelled  to  bring  it  forward  as  a  part  of  her  ioppa* 

She  was  a  buxom  dame  about  thirty,  wbcwcooj 
and  cheerful  countenance  did  honour  to  the  cW 
of  the  jolly  miller,  her  loving  mate;  and  w«g 
stationed  under  the  shade  otan  old-fasbioped jg 
projecting  chimney,  within  which  it  waiherprorij 
to  ^'  worti  i*  the  nre,"  and  provide  fbr  the  wew 
wayfaring  man  the  good  things  which  ^"f^^^ 
him  rejoicing  on  hie  course.  Although,  at  fint,* 
honest  woman  sfeemed  little  disposed  to  give  benji 
much  additional  trouble  on  Julian's  account,  yet  w 
good  looks,  handsome  figure,  and  easy  chrihty  ofjfr 
new  guest,  soon  bespoke  the  principal  wart  of  heraw- 
tion;  and  while  busy  in  his  service,  she  pegawwigl 
from  time  to  time,  with  looks,  where  sotnething  HJ 
pity  mmgled  with  complacency.  The  rich  "JfMJ 
the  rasher,  and  the  ms  with  which  it  waa  flaw* 
already  spread  itself  through  the  apartment}  andJJ 
hissing  of  these  savoiiry  viands  Dore  chona  wW 
simmering  of  die  pan,  in  which  the  fiA  werewBg 
going  a  slower  decoction.  The  table  was  cojJJ 
with  a  clean  huck-a-back  napkin,  and  "IjJJ^J 


the  apartment  ,.      ^^ 

At  the  firet  dance,  Julian  recognised,  lohn  «pn* 
the  same  indifrerently-dreesed,  thin-lookiM  poj 
who,  during  the  first  bargain  which  ne  had  jBg 
with  Bridlesley,  had  oflSciously  interfered  wnaj" 
advice  and  opinion.  Displeased  at  havina  tne  cj^ 
pany  of  any  stranger  forced  upon  him,  "c^*™J2 
stfll  less  satisfied  to  find  one  who  might  n»alujWJ 
claim  of  acquaintance  with  binu  however  awo^ 
since  the  circumstances  in  which  he  s*ood  cotnjBjj 
him  to  be  as  reserved  as  possible.  He  therefore  tOTg 
bis  back  upon  his  destined  mesamateb  and  pretcnoK 


CkA#.XX&I 


pflvesiLor^mB  nAC 


f  t»  amim  hkntolt  bf  lookiOR  tmt  of  the  windovr,  de- 
^termined  to  avoid  all  mtarcourat  nntil  it  ahould  be 
bievitabls^oreed  upon  him. 

In  the  mean  whita  tbeocher  atmnger  wentatraight 
op  to  the  landlady,  where  ahe  toiled  on  houaehold  carea 
intent,  and  jiemanded  of  her.  what  ahe  meant  by  pre* 

Crin^  bacon  andegRf,  when  ne  had  poaithrdy  charged 
r  to  get  nothing  ready  but  the  fiah. 
The  good  woman,  imporunt  aa  every  cook  in  Che 
diacharge  of  her  duty,  deigned  not  for  aome  time  mi 
much  aa  to  aoknowledRe  tnat  ahe  heard  the  reproof 
of  her  gueat ;  and  when  ahe  did  ao,  it  waa  only  to 
npel  it  m  a  magiaterial  and  authoritative  tone.--**  If 
he  did  not  like  bacon^baooo  from  their  own  hutch, 
well  fed  on  peaae  and  bnmV-Hf  he  did  not  like  bacon 
and  eggt~<new-laid  era,  which  ahe  had  brought  in 
Aom  the  hen-rooat  with  ner  own  handa^-why  ao  pot 
oaap—it  waa  the  .vorae  for  hia  honour,  and  the  better 
for  (hoae  who  did." 

**The  better  for  thoae  who  like  themT'  anawered 
the  giieat ;  '*  that  ia  aa  much  aa  to  aay  I  am  to  have  a 
oc>mpanion,  good  woman." 

**  Do  not  good  wAnan  me,  air,*'  reolied  the  miliaria 
i»iffi,  '*  ttU  I  call  you  good  man ;  and,  I  promiae  yoo, 
iiAny  would  acniple  to  do  that  to  one  who  doea  not' 
kive  ^i:ga  and  bacon  of  a  Friday." 

''Nay,  my  good  lady,"  aaid  her  gUDat,  *'do  not  fix 
any  miaconatniotion  npoo  me— I  dare  Bay  the  egga 
and  the  baoon  are  excellent;  only,  they  are  rather  a 
diah  too  heavy  for  my  atomaefa." 

"Ay,  or  your  oonacieiMe  perfaapa,  air,"  anawerad 
the  hoateaa.  "And  now,  I  bethink  me,  yon  mnat 
needs  have  your  fiah  ftied  with  oil,  inatead  of  the 
nod  drippinga  I  waa  gojng  to  pot  to  them.  I  woukl 
I  could  apelt  the  meanmg  of  all  thia  now;  but  I  war<- 
laa  t  John  Bigata^  the  eonauble,  could  conjure  aom&> 
(hmgoutofit." 

There  waa  a  paoae  here;  but  Julian,  eomewhat 
alarmed  at  the  tone  which  theconveraationaaaumed, 
became  interaated  in  wauihing  the  dumb  abow  which 
aticcecHJed.  By  bringing  hia  head  a  little  towarda  the 
left,  but  without  turning  round,  or  quilling  the  pro- 
jecting latticed  window  where  he  had  taken  hia  ela- 
tion, be  could  obaerve  that  the  atranger,  aecored.  aa 
lie  seemed  to  think  bimaelf.  from  obecrvation,  had 
sidled  cloae  up  to  the  landlady,  and,  as  he  conoetved, 
had  put  a  pieee  of  monex  into  her  hand.  The  altered 
toi«e  of  the  mitler'a  moiety  oorreaponded  very  much 
^;th  thia  auppoaition. 

"  Nav,  indeed,  and  foraooth,"  ahe  aaid.  *'  her  houae 
was  Liberty-hall ;  and  ao  should  every  publican'a  be. 
What  waa  it  to  her  what  gentlefolks  ate  or  drank, 
providing  they  paid  for  it  honeatiy?  Tliere  were 
many  honest  gentleman,  whoae  aiomachs  could  not 
abide  bacon,  greaae,  or  dripping,  eapecioily  on  a  Fri* 
day  i  and  what  waa  that  to  ner,  or  to  any  one  in  her 
linO)  so  gentlefolks  paid  honeatlyfor  the  trouble  7— 
Oniv,  she  would  say,  that  her  bacon  and  egga  couM 
not  be  mended  betwixt  thia  and  Liverpool ;  and  that 
^e  would  live' and  die  upon." 

"I  ahall, hardly  dispute  it,"  aaid  the  atrnnger;  and 
tnmiriK  towarda  Julian^  he  added}  "  1  wiah  thia  |i;en- 
tleman,  who  I  auppoae  is  my  trencher-companion, 
much  joy  of  the  dainties  which  I  cannot  aaaiat  him  in 
oonsumiog." 

^I  assure  you,  sir,"  anawerad  Peveril,  who  now 
felt  himself  compelled  to  turn  alioutf  and  reply  with 
civdicv,  "*  that  it  was  with  difficulty  I  could  prevail  on 
my  landlady  to  add  my  cover  to  yours,  though  aha 
aeems  now  aueh  a  sealot  for  the  conaunpiion  of  egga 
and  bacon." 

**  I  em  zealous  for  nothing,"  aaid  the  landlady, 
*'aaTe  that  men  would  eat  their  victuala,  and  pay 
their  seora;  and  if  there  be  enough  in  one  diah  to 
serve  two  gueata,  1  see  little  porpoae  in  dreaaing  them 
two ;  however,  they  are  ready  now,  and  done  to  a 
licet/. — Here,  Alice!  Alice!" 

The  sound  of  that  welMcnoMm  name  made  Julian 
Biart ;  but  die  Alice  who  replied  to  the  call  ill  re- 
asmbied  the  vision  which  hia  imagination  oonnecu>d 
with  the  accents,  being  a  dowdy  snpsbod  wench,  the 
drudpre  of  the  low  inn  which  aironlud  hbn  8h;uUer. 
8h«i  as#iaiod  hur  mitftrcra  in  putting  on  the  table  the 
iiahes  M-btch  iheiatttT  had  prepared ;  and  a  foaming 


jog  of  home>brewed  ale  beinff  placed  betwixt  f  heiit, 
waa  warrantedt.by  Dame  Whitecraft  aa  excellent; 
^  for,"  aaid  ahe,  **  we  know  by  practice  that  too  much 
water  drowna  the  miller,  and  we  apare  it  on  our  malt 
aa  we  would  in  our  mill-dam." 

"I  drink  to  your  health,  in  it.  dairie,"  aaid  thf  elder 
stranger;  "and  a  cup  of  tbanka  for  theee  excellent 
fiah ;  ana  to  the  drowning  of  all  unkindnesa  between 
ua." 

"  I  thank  yon,  air,"  aaid  the  dame,  "and  wiah  yoa 
the  like;  but  I  dare  not  pledge  you,  for  our  Oaflfer 
aaya  the  ale  is  brewed  too  atrong  for  women ;  ao  I  only 
dnnk  a  glaaa  of  canarv  at  a  time  with  a  gMsip,  oi 
any  gentleman  guest  tnat  ia  so  minded." 

^  lou  shall  dnnk  one  with  me  then,  darner"  aaid 
Peveril,  "ao  you  will  let  me  have  a  fiiuion." 

"That  you  ahall,  air,  and  aa  good  as  ever  was       \ 
broached ;  out  I  must  to  the  mill,  lo  get  the  key  from 
thegoodman." 

So  aaying^  and  tocfennfiJier  clean  gown  throagh  the 
pocket-hoiea,  that  her  atipa  might  be  the  more  alert, 
and  her  dreaa  eaeape  dual,  off  ahe  tripped  to  the  mil), 
which  lax  cloae  adjoining. 

'*A  daintf  dame,  and  dangaroaa,  is  the  mfllef's 
wife,"  saki  the  atrangsH} 'looking  at  PeveriL  *u  not 
that  old  Chanoer'ajphraae?"  # 

"I—I  believe  ao,^  aaid  Peveril,  not  much  read  id  ' 
Chaucer,  who  waa  then  even  more  neglected  than  at 
praaent)  and  much  aurpriaed  at  a  titerary  iiuotation 
irom  one  of  the  mean  appeatanoe  exhibited  by  the 
person  before  him. 

"  Yes,"  anawered  the atranger,  *'  I  see  that  yoo,  liko 
other  yonng  gentlemen  of  the  tiaoe,  are  better  ao* 
quainted  with  Cowley  and  Waller^  than  with  ths 
^wcil  of  Engliah  undefiled.'  - 1  cannot  help  differing. 
There  are  touches  of  nature  about  the  oM  bard  of 
Woodstock^  that,  to  ma,  are  worth  all  ths  turns  of 
laborious  wit  in  Cowley,  and  all  the  ornate  and  arti- 
ficial aimplicity  of  hia  courtly  competitor.  The  ds- 
scriptaon,  for  Instance^  of  his  country  coqiiatte,-^ 
*  Vinelnff  tti*  %nit,  ••  to  a  wmton  oolt, 
Swoet  u  a  flower,  uid  upriflii  a»  a  trait.' 

Then  again,  for  i^afhoa,  where  will  yoa  msnd  ths 

dying  scene  of  .4.rcite? 

'  Ala*,  mr  hearti*  quean  I  alu,  mr  wife  I 
Givar  at  onoo,  and  miilAr  of  my  I  ire.  ^ 

Wliat  i»  Uii«  world  ><-Wh«i  aien  man  to  hava  I 
Mow  wiUi  Ilia  love-Htow  in  lii«  eold  frava 
Alone,  withottteo  oUier  eooipany.*    ; 

But  I  tire  yoo,  air ;  and  do  injuatioe^to  the  poet,  whom 
I  remember  but  by  halves." 

"On  the  contrary,  sir* "  replied  P0veril,.*'you  maks 
him  more  intelligible  to  me  in  your  redtation,  than  1 
have  found  him  when  1  have  tried  to  pemai  mm  my       '  i 
aolf." 

"  Voo  weA  only  frightened  by  the  antiqiiaied  spell- 
ing,  and  '  the  lettera  black,' "  aaid  hia  companion.  **]C 
ia  manv  a  acbolai'a  caae,  who  miatakea  a  nut,  which 
he  eouid  crack  with  a  little  exertion,  for  a  bullet« 
which  he  muat  needa  break  hia  teeth  on ;  but  yopra 
are  better  employed. —Shall  I  ofier  yoo  soms  of  this 
fiah?" 

"  IVot  ao,  air."  replied  Julian,  willing  to  ahow  hini- 
aelf  a  man  oi  reading  in  hia  mm ;  '*I  hold  with  old 
Caiua,  and  profess  tofear  judgment,  to  figlu  where 
I  cannot  chtKMs,  and  to  eat  no  fiali."  . 

Ths  atranii^  cast  a  atartled  look  around  him  at 
thia  observation,  which  Julian  had  durown  out,  on 
purpoae  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  the  quality  of  liis 
companion,  whose  prescAi  language  waa  ao  different 
from  the  character  he  had  assumed  at  Bndlealey'aL 
Hia  countenanoe,  too,  although  the  featuroa  were  <A 
an  ordinary,  not  to  say  mean  caat,  had  that  character . 
of  intellijgeiioe  which  education  gives  totthe  most 
homely  iuee ;  and  hia  ntanoera  wars  so  easy  and  dia- 
embarrossed,  aa  plainly  ahowed  a  complete  acquaint- 
ance with  society,  aa  well  aa  the  habit  of  mingling 
with  it  in  the  hignqr  stagea.    The  alarm  which  ho 
had  evidently  shown  at  Peverira  anawer,  was  but . 
momenipry ;  for  he  almoat  inatantly  replied,  with  a 
smile,  "  I  promiae  you,  air.  that  you  are  in  no  danger*     . 
ous  compnny;  for,  notwithstanding  aiy  fish  dinner^ 
1  am  muth  oisposed  to  trifie  with  aome  of  yotir  9% 
voitry  meaa^  if  you  will  indulge  uia  ao  lar  " 
4»* 
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The  doff  anawered  these  oourtesiet  by  a  < 
of  ibe  tail,  while  he  gobbled  up  what  wai 
him  by  the  atraneera  benevolence,  hi  tt 


'Peveril  .aocordingly  reiniiMced  the  etraoger'a 
trencher  with  what  remained  of  the  bacon  and  eggs, 
and  aaw  him  swallow  a  mouthful  or  two  with  a|i|ia^ 
reot  raltah ;  but  presentlv  after,  he  began  to  dally  with 
his  knife  and  fork,  like  one  whoae  appetite  was 
satiated  i  then  took  a  long  drenght  of  the  black  jack, 
and  handed  his  platter  to  the  large  mastiflT  dog,  who 
attracted  by  the  smell  of  the  dinner,  had  sat  down 
before  him  for  some  time,  licking  his  chops,  and  foU 
lowing  with-  his  eye  every  morsel  whicli  the  guest 
tmisea  to  his  bead. 

"  Herik  m^poor  fellow,*'  said  he,  **  thoa  hast  had  no 
fi^h,  abd  needest  this  supemumeraiy  trencbei>load 
more  than  I  do.  I  cannot  withstand  thy  mute  sup- 
pljgaiioii  nay  longer.", 

')y  a  civil  shake 
was  aasigned 

,   _________  ,  hi  the  greater 

hast&  that  he  heard  his  mistress's  voice  at  the  door. 

**Hers  is  the  eanaiy,  ffentleflolen^'  said  the  land- 
lady I  "  and  the  goodmanhll  set  off  the  mill  to  eome^ 
to  wait  on  you  nimaeit  He  always  doee  so,  when 
company  dnnk  win&'' 

*"rhat  he  mav  oomein  for  the  host's,  that  is,  for 
the  lion^  share,"  sakl  thestr«Mer,  knikins  at  PeveriL 

**  Theshoiis  mine,"  said  Julian ;  ''and  if  mine  host 
will  share  it,  I  will  willingly  bestow  another  quart  on 
fatBL  and  on  you,  sir.    I  never  bssek  old  customa." 

Tiiese  sounds  caught  the  ear  of  QnSer  Whiteerai^, 
who  had  entered  the  room,  a  strapping  spechnen  of 
his  robust  trade<  prepared  to  p)ay  thedvil.  or  the  surly 
Koar,  as  his  company  eboukl  be  aeoeptable  or  others 
wise.  Al  /olian's  inviutioo,  he  dofied  his  dusty  bon- 
net—brushed from  his  sleeve  the  kioserpartieieaof 
his  professional  dnst—and  sitting  down  on  the  end  of 
a  bench,  about  a  yard  from  the  table,  filled  a  glass 
df  canary,  and  drank  to  his  guests,  and  ''especwlly 
to  this  noble  gentleman,"  indicating  Peveril,  who  had 
ordered  the  canary. 

JnKan  rstumed  the  oonrtesy  by  drinking  his  health, 
and  askmg  what  news  were  about  in  the  conntrv. 

''Naught,  sir,  I^rs  on  naught  except  this  PIot|r 
as  they  call  it,  that  they  are  pursuing  the  Papishers 
about ;  but  it  brings  water  to  my  mill,  as  the  saying 
is.  Between  expresses  hunting  hither  and  thither, 
and  guards  and  prisoners  ndmg  to  and  sgain,  and  the 
custom  of  the  neighbours,  that  come  to  speak  over 
the  news  of  an  evening,  nightly  I  may  say,  instead  of 
once  a- week,  why  the  spigot  is  m  use,  gentlemen,  and 
yonr  land  thrives  t  snd  then  I  serving  as  constable 
and  being  a  known  Protestant,  I  have  tapped,  I  mav 
ventnre  to  say,  it  may  be  ten  stands  of  sle  extraonii- 
nary,  besides  a  leaaonable  sale  of  wine  for- a  country 
cornen  Heaven  make  na  thankful,  and  keep  ail 
good  Protestants  from  Plot  and  Popcrvf* 

••I  can  easily  conceive,  my  friend,^'  laid  JnTian, 
^^thatcnnoaify  »  a  passbn  which  runs  naturally  to 
the  aIeho«aer  snd  that  an^r,  and  jealeusy,  and  fear, 
ore  all  of  them  thirsty  passions,  and  great  consumers 
uf  hoips«hrewed.  But  i  am  a  perfect  stranger  in  these 
parts;  and  I  would  willingly  learn,  from  a  sensibler 
man  like  you,  a  little  of  this  same  Plot,  of  which  men 
speak  so  much,  snd  appear  to  know  so  little." 

"Learn  a  little  of  it t— Why,  it  is  the  roost  horrible 
;--the  most  damnable,  blood-thirety  beast  of  a  Plot- 
But  hold,  hold,  my  good  msster ;  I  hope^  in  the  first 
place,  you  believe  there  is  a  ploti  for,  otherwise,  the 
Justice  must  have  a  word  with  you,  so  sure  as  my 
name  is  John  Whitecraft ' 

**It  shall  not  need"  said  Peveril;  **fbr  I  asmre 
ysQ,  mine  host,  I  believe  in  the  Plot  as  freely  and 
rallv  as  a  man  can  believe  in  any  thing  he  eannot 
understand." 

"  God  fbibid  that  any  body  shoaM  pretend  to  under- 
a^ndit,"  said  the  impiicir  constable;  '*for  his  wor- 
ship the  Justice  says  it  is  a  mile  beyond  him ;  and  he 
he  as  deep  as  most  of  them.  But  men  tnay  believe, 
though  they  do  not  understand ;  and  that  is  what  the 
Jtomanists  sey  themselves.  But  this  I  am  sure  of,  it 
makes  a  rare  stirring  time  for  nistioes»  snd  wimeesesi 
and  constsbles.  So  here's  io  your  health  again, 
gentlemen,  in  a  cup  of  neat  canary." 

**CSome,  come,  John  Whitecraft,"  said  his  wife, 
"de  not  you  ddnean  rmuMlf  bf 


along  with  justwes  and  eoBstablea.  AA  tho  wU 
knows  bow  they  come  by  their  money." 

"Ay,  but  all  the  world  knows  that  die^dv  oosi 
by  it,  danei  and  that  is  a  great  comfort  The^ 
rustle  in  their  canonical  silks,  and  ewsgier  in  thv 
buff  and  soarlet.  who  but  they  >~Ay,  ay.  the  cumii 
fox  thievee— ana'not  so  cpraed  neither.  Is  thece  mt 
Doctor  Titus  Oates,  the  savioar  of  (lie  naiioD-dMi 
he  not  live  at  Whitehall,  and  eat  off  plat^  and  ban 
a  pensbn  of  thousands  a»year,  for  what  I  know?  uil 
ia  he  not  10  be  Biahop  of  UtchfiaU,  so  soon  u  Ik, 
Doddramdiesr' 

''Then  I  hope  Doctor  Doddrum's  reverence  vill 
live  these  twenty  years ;  and  I  dare  ssy  1  am  thelbii 
that  ever  wiahed  auch  a  wish,"  said  the  hosteM.  "1 
do  not  understand  theas  doings,  not  1 1  and  if  a  boB- 
drsd  Jesuits  came  to  hold  a  consult  at  my  hon\m 
they  did  at  tbe  White  Horse  Tavern,  I  should  tfank 
it  quite  out  of  the  line  of  business  to  bear  wiine« 

S;amot  them,  provided  ther  diank  well,  and  pnl 
eir  scofci" 

"Very  true,  dame,"  said  her  elder  guest;  "tbatii 
what  I  call  keeping  a  good  puhlioifn  cooseieooe;  w 
ao  1  will  pay  scon  presently,  and  be  jogging  on  nf 
way." 

Peveril,  on  his  part,  alao  denMuided  a  reckoning  ni 
dischmed  it  so  tabemllyj  that  the  miller  fleonsbfld la 
bat  as  be  bowed,  and  the  faoateaa  curtasd  down  n 

Tl^borses  of  both  guests  were  brought fortb rod 
they  mounted,  in  order  to  depart  in  oosBpsBT-  .^ 
host  and  hostess  stood  in  the  <k>orway,  to  m  thta 
depart  The  landk>rd  profTered  a  stirrap-eup  to  w 
eUer  guest,  while  the  landlady  ofiendPcTBOl  igM 
from  her  own  pecolmr  bottle.  For  this  piBimj?^ 
mounted  on  the  horse-bbck,  with  flaak  andgwta 
hand;  so  that  it  was  easy  for  the  deparlBg|>»^ 
although  on  horaebaek,  to  return  the  oourtiqf  a  « 
most  approved  manner,  namely,  by  thiom  a» 
arm  over  his  landlady^a  ahouMer,  and  salM  "'  ^     i 

Dame  Whitecraft  could  not  decline  thisfuuM  \  I 
for  there  is  no  room  £Dr  trevereing  upon  ^f**  ■ 
block,  and  the  hands  vrhioh  might  have  fj^ff 
for  reaistsnce^  wereoccupied  with  glass  and  boiw- 
mattere  too  predoua  to  be  thrown  away  mm* 
strumfle.  Apparently,  however,  she  had  sobkioiM 
else  m  her  head;  for,  aa,  after  a  brief  affeetitioDa 
reluctance,  ahe  permitted  Peveril'sface  to  ai^n^ 
hers,  she  whispered  in  his  ear,  "  Beware  of  trqMBJ. 
—an  awfiil  intimation,  which,  in  those  ^^p^f^ 
trust,  suspicion,  and  treachery,  was  ss  ofctiitl  s 
interdicting  frpe  end  social  intercourse,  as  the  adte 
tisement  ot  "man-tnpa  and  spring-guns,"  to  prom 
an  orehani.  Pressing  her  hand,  m  iatiioation  to* 
he  comprehended  her  nint.  she  shook  his  warnnr  ■ 
return)  and  bade  God  speed  bun.  Then  was  a  clooi 
on  John  Whitecrafl's  brow ;  nor  did  his  final  fcro*» 
sound  half  so  cordial  ss  that  which  had  bees  ««» 
within  doore.  But  then  Peveril  reflected,  that  m 
same  gueat  is  not  always  equslly  acceptable  to  mbc- 
lord  and  landladjr ;  andrvnconsaous  of  hawsg  Ctm 
any  thing  to  excite  the  miller's  displeassre,  he  psnsa 
his  journey  without  thinking  farther  of  the  niatt«> 

Julian  was  a  little  surprised,  and  not  sltoOT* 
Pleased,  to  find  that  his  new  aoqusiatanee  Mil « 
same  road  with  him.  He  had  cany  rp^^^iw 
wishing  to  travel  alone;  snd  the  kostesrscaiiW" 
stfll  rung  in  hia  ears.  If  this  nan,  possrsstaoty 
nraih  shrewdneas  ma  Us  countenance  ana  cssfr 
sation  intimated,  versatile^  as  he  l^x^..^*^^"*!?*  u 
remaik,  and  diamiiaed  beneaiii  his  oondmsq.  m" 
prove,  ss  was  likely,  to  be  a  ooncealed  J^7 
ssminary-prieat,  travelling  upon  theu'  great  taw  a 
the  eon  version  of  England,  and  rooting  oat.  stai 
Northern  heraiy,— a  mere  dangerous  ownpWJ  ]t 
a  person  in  his  own  circumstances,  could. Mjaiyy 
imagined ;  aince  keeping  society  with  him  ■Jli 
seem  to  anthorixe  whatever  reports  had  beso  9W 
ooncsming  the  attachment  of  his  faipiv  ^^ 
Catholic  causa  At  the  same  time,  it  was-veiy  dv^ 
cult,  without  actual  rudonesa,  to  shake  oPtMg°;[ 
pany  of  one  who  aeemed  determineii,  whetbff  VO"' 
to  or  BOi  to  iBBiain  akngsideof  hiio. 
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FmM  ftied  tht  <t|w>ww>i»fiiatftg  »kMr  9  b«  his 

companion,  determined  not  to  drop  nim,  sltfckaned 
hi8  pae&  80  as  to  keep  doee  by  him.  Julian  then 
■nuTod  bis  borse  to  a  foil  trot ;  and  was  toon  aatia- 
ndfthat  the  stranger,  oetwithstaadtng  the  ro^nnets 
of  his  appearance,  was  so  moob  better  mounted  than 
hjmselL  08  to  render  rm  aaj  thoughts  of  outpHding 
mm.  He  pulled  up  his  hone  to  a  more  reaaouable 
paoe»  tberaore,  in  a  sort  of  despair.  Upon  his  doing 
80k  ns  companion,  who  had  been  hitherto  sOent,  oh^ 
•enred,  that  Peveni  was  not  so  well  qualified  10  try 
■peed  upon  the  road,  as  he  wookl  have  been  had  he 
abode  by  his  first  banain  of  horse-flesh  that  monuog. 

Peveru  assented  ary}?*  but  observed,  that  the  am- 
mal  would  serve  hia  immediate  purpose»  though  he 
feared  it  would  render  him  indifienat  company  for  a 
parson  better  mounted. 

"  By  no  raeana,"  answeied  his  civil  companion ; 

"I  am  one  of  those  who  have  travelled  so  rooch« 

is  to  be  acettstomed  to  make  my  journey  at  any 

,  mte  of  motion  whidh  may  be  most  agreeable  to  my 

eonnpany." 

Feveru  made  00  reply  to  this  polite  indmation,  being 
ton  sincere  to  tender  the  thanks  which,  in  courtesy,, 
were  the  proper  answer.—A  second  pause  ensued, 
which  was  broken  by  JuUan  asking  the  stranger 
whether  their  roads  wens  likely  to  lie  long  together  in 
the  snme  direction. 

**  I  cannot  telL"  said  the  stranger*  smilingi  "  uo- 
lesB  I  knew  whioh  way  you  were  travelling."    ^     . 

'*  I  am  nneertftki  how  fur  I  shall  a>  to>night,"  «ald 
IttUan,  willingly  ■uaundsrstandingtne  purport  of  the 

^*  And  so  am  L"  replied  the  strangw ; 

«y  horse  goes  better  than  yourSii  think 

tme  to  spare  him  t  and  in  case  our  road  continues  to 
fie  the  same  way,  we  are  likely  to  sap^  as  we  have 
dined  together." 

Julian  made  no  answer  whatever  to  thie  routed  inti- 
mntion,  but  continued  to  ride  on,  turning,  in  his  own 
mind,  whether  it  would  not  tie  wisest  to  come  to  a 
ihstinoi  uAderstsnding  with  his  pertinacious  attend- 
ant, and  to  explain,  in  en  many  words,  that  it  was  his 
pleasure  to  travel  alone.  But,  besides  that  the  sort  ot 
acquaintimoe  which  they  had  fbmed  d\mq$  dinner, 
reiMierad  him  unwilhng  to  be  directly  uneiviTtowafds 
a  person  of  gentlemanlike  manners,  he  had  also  fo 
eonaider  thut  he  might  very  possibly  be  mistaken  m 
this  man's  character  and  puipooet  in  which  .case,  t^ 
cymcaUy  rafosittg  the  society  of  a  sound  Protestant, 
would  anord  as  pregnant  matter  of  suspicion,  as 
travelling  in  company  with  n  «jisguin»d  Jesuit. 

After  onef  reflecMon,  ther^ore^  he  resolved  to  ea- 
4uro  the  encumbrance  of  the  stranger's  society,  ui)til 
a  fair  opportunity  should  occur  Co  rid  himself  of  it  ^ 
and.  in  the  mean  ticne,  to  act  with  as  much  caution 


Wiser  men  tkanl  ham  baaa  nf 


*  but  though 
ik  it  will  he 


a  fair 

ancL  in  the  mean  tkne, 

aa  he  possibly  eould,  in  any  ooaMaiijaication  that 
mi^t  lake  place  between  them ;  for  Dame  While* 
craft's  parting  cauttoa  still  rang  anxkiusly  in  his  ears, 
and  thp  consequences  of  hi«  own  arrest  upon  euspi- 
doiL  must  deprive  him  of  every  opportunity  of  serv- 
ing ola  father,  or  the  Gounteaa,  or  Major  Briogenorik, 
upon  whose  mtereat,  also^  he  had  promised  himself 
iokeGoaneye. 

Whue  he  revolved  these  thinss  in  his  mind,  they 
had  journeyed  several  miles  without  speaking  s  and 
BOW  entered  upon  a  more  waate  country,  ana  worse 
roada^  thad  they  had  hitherto  fouiH  being,  in  facL 
aoproaching  the  more  hilly  district  of  Derbyshire. 
In  travelling  on  a  very  stony  and  uneven  Imi 
Jaliaa'e  horse  repeatedly  stumbled  1  ana,  had  lie 
not  baen  supported  by  the  rider's  judicbus  use  of  the 
bridle,  must  at  length  certainly  nate  fallen  under 
bim. 

"  These  are  times  which  crave  wary,  riding,  $u/* 
liid  hia  companion ;  "  and  by  your  sedt  in  the  saddle, 
and  your  hand  on  the  rein,  you  seem  to  understand  it 
to  be  ao."  / 

"I  have  been  long  a  horseman,  sir,"  answered 
'PevenL 

''And  long  a  traveller,  too,  sir.  I  should  suppose; 
iince,  by  the  great  caution  you  observe,  you  seem  to 
think  the  human  tongue  requires  a  earb,  as  well  as 
the  horae/a  jaws." 


sweredPevenL  "  dbat  it  were  a  pant oTprudence  to 
be  silent,  when  men  have  little  4^  nothing  to  say."    . 

"I cannot  approve  of  their  opuuon,"  answered.tha 
Siranger.  *'  All  knowledge  is  gained  by  commuoica^ 
lion,'  either  with  ta^  deeia,  through  booka,  or,  moxa 
pleasingly,  through  the  conversation  of  the  living 
The  deqfand  dumL  alone,  are  excluded  from  ini->' 
pcovement ;  and  surely  their  situation  is  not  ao  en  via^. 
Die  that  we  shouk^  inuLate  them." 

At  this  illutttraiion,  whidi  wakened  a  startling 
echo  in  Peveril  s  bosom,  the  young  maiAx)ked  ham 
at  his  oomtiaaioa  i  butinthecQwofcd  countenance, 
and  calm  blue  cgre,  he  read  no  consciousnesr  of  a  £pas 
ther  meaning  than  the  words  immediately  and  directly. 
implied.  He  paused  a  moment,  and  then  answered, 
'*  You.  seem  to  be  a  person,  sir,  of  shrewd  apprehanrv 
sion )  and  I  should  pave  thought  it  might  nave  op« 
curred  to  you^  that,  in  the  present  suspicious  tioies^ 
men  may,  without  oensurey  avoid  comnuinicatioa 
with  strangers.  You  know  npt  me ;  and  to  me  yon 
are  totaUy  unkaowp.  There  is  not  rootn  for  much 
Miiaoourse  l^tween  u&  without  trespassing  on  tha 
general  topics  af  the. day,  which  carry  in  themjeedi( 
of  quanel  between  friends,  much  more  betwixt  0|tan-, 
gen.  At  any  other  time^  the  society  of  anintelUgent 
companion  would  have  been  moat  acceptable  upoj^ 
my  solitary  ride  t  but  at  present"-*—  .    , 

At  present  r  said  the  oibtf,  interrupting  hun* 
"Tou  are  like  the  old  Romans,  who  held  that  ho^lid 
meant  both  a  stranger  and  an  enemy.  I  will  there-^ 
fore  be  no  longer  a  stranger.  Hv  a ame  is  Ganlesse-^ 
by  pfofesaran  I  am  a  Roman  Catholic  priest— I  ami 
travelling  here  in  dread  pf  my  lUe^-ana  I  am  veiy, 
glad  to  have  you  for  a  conyamon.** 

"I  thank  you  for  the  tnibonaUon  with  all  mf 
heart,"  said  Peveril  i  "  and  to  avail  myself  of  it  to  thii 
uttermost,  I  must  b^  of  you  to  ride  forward,  or  lan 
behind,  or  Cake  a  side-path,  at  yourownpleasiue :  for 
as  I  am  no  Catholic,  and  travel  upon  buainessof  high 
eoneemment.  I  am  exposed  both  to  risk  and  daisy, 
l^d  even  la  danger,  by  keeping  such  suspicious  ogron 
paay»  And  sou  Master  Gaxuesse,  keep  your  own 
paoe,  and  I  will  keep  tha  contrary  i  flox  1  beg  leave  to^ 
forbear  your  company."  ,       ,.,,.,  u 

Ab  peveril  spoke  thasi  he  pulled  up  his  horse,  anc( 
DMde  a  full  st^. 

The  simPgger  bur^t  out  a-laughing.  ''  WhatT'  ha 
said,  **  you  forbear  my  C9mpany  for  a  tritieof  danger  t 
Saint  Anthony!  How  iae  warm  Mood  of  the  Cava-. 
lieiB  is  chiUed  in  the  young  men  of  the  present  dav ! 
This  young  gallant,  now,  haa  a  father,  I  warrant,  wpa 
has  eadured  as  many  adventures  for  hunted  ptiestSk 
as  a  knight.^errant  for  distressed  damsels." 

"  This  raillery  avails  nothing,  sir,"  said  Peveril.  "  t 
mast  requssi  you  will  keep  your  own  way." 

"My  way  is  yours,"  said  the  pertmacioos  Hastec 
Gsnlesse,  as  he  called  himself;  "and  we  will  bou^ 
^avel  the  safe/,  that  we  journey  in  compaijy;.  I  hava 
the  receipt  of  fern-seed,  man,  and  walk  invisible,  B^ 
side^  yau  would  not  have  me  quit  von  in  this  laaey 
wbsM  therejp  no  turn  to  right  or  left 7" 

Peveril  Amoved  oru  desirous  to  avoid  open  vwlence^* 
for  which  the  indiflereot  tone  of  the  traveller,  .indeed, 
afibrdea  no  apt  pretext ;  yet  highly  dislikmg  his  oonH 
MBV,  and  deiecmined  to  take  tha  first  apportunuy  ttf 
no  huaaslf  of  it. 

The  stranger  pn>ceeded  at  the  same  pace  with  him, 
keeping  cautiously  00  his.  bridle  hand,  asif  tp.secort 
that  advantage  in  case  of  a  struggle,  w  his  Ian* 
gui^  did  not  intimate  Ihe  least  qporehenttdn.  Tod 
do  me  wrong,^'  he  said  to  Peveni,  "and  you  oaualbl 
wjx>ng  yourself.  You  are  unoertun  where  to  lodjM 
tOrnight--trust  to  my  guidanoe.  Hero  m  sn  ancient 
hall,  withinToar  miles,  with  an  old  knighUy  Panta- 
loon for  its  lord— an  aU<ba-runcd  Dame  Barbara  fo. 
the  lady  gay— a  Jesuit  in  a  butler's  habit,  to  say  greoa 
—an  old  tale  of  EdgehiH  and  Worster  fighte  to  relish 
a  cold  venifv>n  --cty,  and  a  flask  of  claret  mantlea 
with  cobweos— ii  bed  for  yon  in  the  pri.cst's  hiding- 
hoie-and,  for  aught  I  know,  pretty  Mistress  Bettr^ 
Che  dairymaid,  to  make  it  ready.''       „     ^  « 

"This  has  no  charms  for  me.  en- "  said  Pevei^, 
who,  in  spitdof  himaelC  could  not  out  be  amused  vita 


PXHSRm  OP  TRS  PZMJL' 


the  Je&if  ekstcli  wiiieh  the  Mranger  gave  of  many  an 
old  manaon  in  Cheehire  and  Dei^yaliira,  where  the 
owners  retained  the  ancient  faith  ofRome. 

*'  Well^I  see  I  cannot  charm  yon  in  this  way,"  eon- 
tinned  his  companion  $  **  I  must  strike  another  key. 
lam  no  longer  Oanlessei  the  seminary  priest,  bat 
[changing  his  tone,  and  snuffling  in  the  nose)  Sunon 
Canter,  a  poor  preacher  of  the  word,  who  trayels  this 
way  to  caU  sinners  to  repentance ;  and  to  strengthen, 
ana  to  edirVf  and  to  fractuy,  amons  the  scattered  rem- 
aant  who  nold  last  the  truth.— What  «ay  you  to  this, 
mrT* 

**l  admire  your  vevBatdity,  sir,  and  could  be  enter- 
tamed  with  it  at  another  time.  At  pveeent,  sincerity 
is  more  in  request" 

**  Sincerity!"  said  the  stranger^-*'  A  child's  whistle, 
with  but  two  notes  in  it-^yea,  yea,  and  nay,  nay. 
Why,  man,  the  very  Quakers  have  renounced  ft,  and 
have  got  in  its  stead  a  gallant  recorder,  called  Hypo- 
crisy, that  is  somewhat  like  Smcerity  in  form,  but  of 
much  greater  oomposs,  and  combines  the  whole  ga- 
mut. Conve,  be  ruled— be  a  disciple  of  Simon  Canter 
for  the  evening,  and  we  will  leave  the  old  tumbledown 
castlf^f  the  knight  aforesaid,  on  the  left  hand,  for  a 
iiew  Drick-built  mansion,  erected  by  an  eminent  salt- 
boiler  from  Namptwicfa,  who  expects  the  said  Simon 
to  make  a  strong  spiritual  pickle  for  the  preservation 
of  a  soul  somewnat  corrupted  by  the  evil  commonic^ 
tbns  of  this  wicked  woild.  What  say  you  1  He  has 
two  daughitre— brighter  eyes  never  beamed  under  a 
pmehednood ;  ana  for  mysetf  I  think  there  is  more 
ore  in  those  who  live  only  to  love  and  to  devotion, 
than  in  your  court  beaiitie%  whose  hearts  are  running 
on  twenty  follies  besides.  You  know  not  the  pleasure 
of  being  conscience-keeper  to  a  prettjr  precisian,  who 
in  one  breath  repeats  her  foiUe^  and  in  the  next  con- 
fossef  her  nasswn.  Perhaps,  thoqghf  you  may  have 
known  such  in  vom'  dayl  Come,  sir,  it,  grows  too 
dark  to  see  your  blushes :  but  I  am  sure  they  ars  burn- 
ing on  your  cheek." 

^  You  take  great  freedom,  sir,"  said  Peveril,  as  thev 
now  approached  the  end  of  the  lane,  where  it  opened  m 
ft  broad  common  i  '*and  you  seem  rather  to  count  more 
on  my  forbearance,  than  you  have  room  to  do  with 
aafety.  We  are  now  neari  v  free  of  the  lane  which  haa 
made  us  companions  for  this  last  half  hour.  To  avoid 
your  farther  company,  I  will  take  the  turn  to  the  left, 
Upon  Hiat  common;  and  if  you  follow  m^  it  shall  be 
•  at  your  peril.  Observe,  I  am  well  armed  |  and  you 
win  fight  at  odds." 

**  Not  at  odds,"  returned  the  provokins  stranger, 
**  while  I  have  my  brown  jennet,  with  which  I  can 
ride  round  and  around  vou  at  pleasure )  and  thio  text, 
of  a  handful  in  length,"  (showing  a  pistol  wliicfa  he 
drew  fit>m  hi9  boeom.)  **  which  disohaiges  very  oon- 
3rincing  doctrine  on  the  pressure  of  •  forefinger,  and 
m  apt  to  equalize  all  odds,  as  you  call  them,  of  youth 
ftndatrength.  Let  there  be  no  strife  between  n&  how- 
evei<— the  moor  lies  More  ns-^hoosa  your  path  on  it 
—I  take  the  other." 

**!  wish  you  good-nisht,  sir,"  said  Peveril  to  the 
•transer.  *'  I  aak  your  forgivenMs,  if  I  have  misoon- 
•trued  you  m  any  thing ;  but  the  times  are  ^perilous, 

Snd  a  man's  life  mAy  depend  on  the  society  m  which 
e  travels." 

**True,"  sakl  the  stranger)  ''bnt  in  your  case;  the 
danger  is  already  undergone,  and  yon  should  seek  to 
counteract  it  You  have  travelled  in  my  company 
long  enough  to  devise  a  handsome  branch  or  the 
Popish  PMl  How  will  you  look,  when  vou  see  come 
forth,  in  comely  folio  form.  The  Narrauve  of  Simon 
Canter,  otheiwise  called  Richard  Ganleese,  concern- 
fng  the  horrid  Popish  Conspiracy  for  the  Murder  of 
the  King,  and  Massacre  of  all  Protestants^  as  given 
on  oath  to  the  Honourable  House  of  Commons;  set- 
ting fortl^  how  far  Julian  Peveril,  younger  of  Mar- 
findale  Castle,  Is  concerned  m  carrymg  on  the 
Mme"« 


*TlMretaiioi 


odioos  tmtan  of  this  UM«U':bl«  plot  than 


that  the  fortwora  wttaewti  bj  whose  oathf  tho  frtnd'wa«  tap- 

— .-^    ..._-. . .., —     Imertat  m  viA  owa  tabriea- 

,,  ._  __  ,   _  -,-  __jh  tlilMaa  tiM  foUowinf  c  "A 

aamtivt  and  impartial  di*Mv«nr  of  tfao  horrid  PopMi  Plot, 
mted  OD  for  buminff  aod  deatroyini  tha  citiai  of  London  and 
Vaatnlaalar.  with  their  aaboibe,  aattuf  Ibrtbthc  lavaral  ooun 


ported,  olaimod  a  tort  of  liiarwy'inieraat  U 
*iomM  by pnblioitlont  andaranoh  tltteaaa.tlia.foU 


"How.  I 
startkdk 


t1   Wfaali 


yonf  said  Peveril,  Bach 
inion,  "do  not  isur- 


-JVay,  sir,''  replied  his  compan  

rapt  my  titlepage.  Now  that  Gates  and  fiedloe  bna 
drawn  the  great  prises,  thesubordinatediacoveRngg 
little  but  by  the  sale  or  their  narrative:  and  Juewiv; 
Newman,  Simmons  and  every  bookseller  of  theoi,  will 
4ell  you  that  the  title  is  half  the  narrative.  MtneBhill 
therefore  set  forth  the  various  schemes  you  have  oon 
monieated  to  me,  of  landing  ten  thousand  soldimftMi 
the  Isle  df  Man  uoon  the  coast  of  Lancaebire;  ud 
marching  into  Wales  to  join  the  ten  thousand  jHlgrini 
who  are  to  be  shiroed  from  Spain  and  bo  conpletiair 
the  deetruction  of  the  Protestant  religioo,  tad  of  tbe 
devoted  citjr  of  London.  Truly,  I  think  such  a  Nun- 
tive,  well  apiced  with  a  few  hwrora,  and  published  am 
priviUrio  ParHamenti^  might,  though  the  maikette 
aomewhat  overatocked,  be  attll  worth  some  hrenti 
or  thirty  pieces." 

"You  seem  to  know  me,  sir,"  said  Pereril{  "iii 
if  80, 1  think  I  moy  foiriy  aak  you  yeorporpoM  B 
thus  bearing  me  company,  and  the  meaning  of  il 
this  rhapsodV.  If  it  be  mere  banter,  I  can  fladoni 
within  proper  Umit  t  although  it  is  undril  on  da 
part  of  a  stranger.  If  you  have  any  farther  putrM^ 
apeak  it  out ;  I  am  not  to  be  trifled  with." 

**  Good,  now,"  said  the  stranger,  laughing,  "ina 
what  an  unprofitable  chafe  vou  have  pat  yoendfl 
An  ItalianyWtuctto,  when  Be.  desires  a  parler  vU 
you,  takes  aim  from  behind  a  wall,  with  hie  \ea%^ 
and  prefaces  his  conference  with  Potto  ttrone.  So 
does  your  man-of-war  fire  a  gun  aereas  thefaomij 
a  Hans-niogan  Indiaman,  just  to  bring  h«r  to;  m 
so  do  I  show  Master  Juhan  Peveril,  that,  if  I  vet 
one  of  the  honourable  aociety  of  wnneesea  and  infonh 
era,  with  whom  his  imagination*  has  asaodiW  m 
for  these  two  houre  past,  he  is  as  much  vnUjw 
danger  now,  aa  what  he  la  ever  likely  to  be.^  Tm 
suddenly  ehsnging  his  lone  to  serious,  iritieb  «ci 
in  general  iromeal,  he  added,  **  Voun^^  nso.  «»* 
the  pestilence  is  diffund  through  the  atr  d  i  ot^ 
is  in  vain  men  would  avoid  the  disea8e,kiMm  i 
solitude,  and  shunning  the  company  of  tharldlov* 


"  In  what,  then,  consists  their  safety?"  eadPrnol 
willing  to  ascertain,  if  poaaible^  the  drift  of  w  «• 
panton^s  purpose.  . .    , 

"In  followuig  the  oounaeia  of  wise  pbyaenaf; 
such  was  the  stranger's  answer. 

**And  as  each,"  said  Peveril,  "you  offir  ml*' 
advioef* 

"  Pardon  me,  yonng  man,*'*8aid  the  etranger,  hagi 
tily.  **  I  eee  no  reason  I  should  do  so.^I  an  not,  Jj 
added,  in  his  former  tone,  "your  feeM  phyaauH 
ofibr  no  adviee— I  only  say  it  would  be  wi»  thai  fH 
sought  it"  .  ^    ^ 

"And  from  whom,  or  where  can  I  obtain  itr  m 
Peveiil.  "I  wander  in  thb  oonntry,  like  oaena 
dream;  ao  much  a  few  montha  have  clMBeaiA 
Men  who  formeriy  occupied  themselvea  vita  tM 
own  affairs,  are  now  swallowed  op  in  matters  of  w 
policy ;  and  those  tremble  under  the  apprehaaiw^j 
flORM  ainmam  and  audden  convukaon  of  emnTt  vM 


aome  strange  and  sudden  convul^n  oi  empire, 
were  formerly  only  occupied  by  the  fear  of  ««5,* 
bed  supperiess.  And  to  sum  up  the  matter,  I ia«a 
stranger,  apparently  well  aoquainted  widi  my  aijl 
and  concerns,  who  first  attaches  hunaelf  to  M 
whether  I  will  or  no  \  and  then  refoaes  me  an  expiiBt^ 
tion  of  his  businesa^  while  he  menacea  me  wiia  tit 
att^naest  accusationa."  _^ 

"Had  I  meant  such  infamy,"  said  theviTUg(i( 
believe  me,  I  had  not  given  you  the  thread  «  m 

dia,  ordava,  aad  faaolvtiom  of  tba  Jeiaito  Mwenuattki  M 
bj (a paraon  lo  and  ao  naned), lately  oofafed  u>  tMt*^ 
daalan,  and  one  of  the  Popiah  eoaittUtM  Ar  canylaiit^ 

At  anf  oUier  period,  it  wovid  ha*«  vwtKttAj^S^ 
and  nleaal  to  poieon  Uie  publie  niod  wiUi  •taff  of  Uutb**, 
before  tlie  wttoenae  bad  made  their  depoeilioM  in  epM  '"^ 
Bat  fai  thie  moanent  of  ftaaxr,  avenr  tfataf  wHich  eMld  e 
Uie exittenee  of  theae  MnMleea  delaaione,  wa« aaierlru 
loi  bad  whatever  eaenaed  to  infer  dpiibtof  thawtOMM*}^ 
heeilatioB  conoemfafiff  the  exitcenee  of  the  nlot,«ai} 
itran|1ifir.  or  uoderralohig  the  dtooorery  or  the  pU" 
racy.    In  ehort*  aa  estpneaad  by  Diyden, 

*'  Twai  woma  than  plottiof,  to 


Ctut:  xxn.] 


pfiVBRIL  OP  THB  PfiAK; 


imrisne.  But  be  wJM,  and  con^  on  with  me.  There 
m  bard  by,  a  small  inn,  where,  if  yoo  can  take  a 
atrangePs  warrant  for  it,  we  aball  sleep  in  perfect 
aeoonty." 

**  Yet  3roa  youraelf,"  aaid  Peveril,  *^bQt  now  were 
aaxiotta  to  avoid  obaerration ;  and  in  that  ease,  how 
eanvoo  protect  me.*' 

*'PahawI  I  did  but  ailenoe  that  tattfing  landladr, 
in  the  way  m  which  such  people  are  most  readily 
bushed ;  and  for  Topham,  and  his  brace  of  night  owls, 
they  must  hawk  at  other  and  lesser  game  than  I 
•houkl  prove." 

Peveril  could  not  help  admiring  the  easy  and  confi- 
dant indilTerenoe  with  which  the  stranger  seemed  to 
aoBome  a  saperiority  to  all  the  cireomsunoes  of  dan- 
ger around  him ;  and  after  hastily  considering  the 
tnatter  with  himself,  came  to  the  resolution  to  Keep 
\»mpanv  with  him  for  this  night,  at  least ;  and  to 
learn,  it  possible,  who  he  reaUy  wa%  and  to  what 
party  in  the  estate  he  was  attached.  The  boldnesa 
and  freedom  of  his  talk  seemed  almost  inconaistent 
with  his  following  the  perilous,  though  at  that  time 
the  gainful,  trade  of  an  inforpner.  iVo  doubt,  such 
persons  assumed  every  appearance  which  could  insinu- 
ate them  in  to  the  confidence  of  their  destined  victims; 
but  Julian  thought  he  discovered  in  thta  man'a  man- 
ner, a  wild  and  reckless  frankness,  which  he  could 
not  but  connect  with  the  idea  of  aincerity  in  the  pres- 
ent case.  He  therefore  answered,  after  a  moment's 
JBcollection,  "I  embrace  your  proposal,  sir,  although, 
by  doing  so,  I  am  reposing  a  suddeq,  and  perhapa  an 
anvrary,  confidence." 

**  And  what  am  I,  then,  reposing  in  you  V*  said  the 
itnmger:    "  Is  not  our  confidence  mutual  ?*' 

"  No }  much  the  contrary.  I  know  nothing  of  you 
whatever-iTou  have  named  me ;  and,  knowing  me  to 
be  Julian  PeverH,  know  you  may  travel  with  me  in 
perfect  security." 

**  The  devil  rdoT'  answered  his  companion.  **I 
travel  in  the  same  security  aa  with  a  lighted  petard, 
which  I  may  expect  to  explode  every  moment  Are 
you  not  the  son  of  Peveril  of  the  Peal^  with  whose 
name  Prelacy  and  Popery  are  so  closely  allied,  that 
DO  old  woman  of  either  ae»in  Derbyshire  concludes 
her  prayer  without  a  petition  to  be  freed  fW>ro  all 
three  1  And  do  you  not  come  from  the  Popish  Coun- 
teea  of  Derby,  bringing,  for  ausht  I  know,  a  whole 
army  of  Manxmen  m  your  pocket,  with  full  oomple- 
tnent  of  arm&  ammunition,  baggage,  and  a  train  of 
field  artillery  r' 

**  It  is  not  very  likely  I  should  be  so  poorly  mounted," 
aaid  Julian,  langhing,  "  if  I  had  such  a  weight  to  carry. 
But  lead  on,  sir.  I  see  I  most  wait  for  yonr  confidence, 
till  you  think  proper  to  confer  it :  fbr  you  are  already 
ao  well  acquainted  with  my  affaira,  that  I  have  noth- 
ing to  offer  you  in  exchange  for  it" 

AUonsy  then,"  said  his  companion :  **  give  your 
horae  the  spur,  and  raise  the  curb  rein,  lest  he  mea- 
aare  the  ground  with  his  nose,  instead  of  his  paces. 
We  are  not  now  more  than  a  furlong  or  two  from 
the  place  of  enterutnment." 

Tnev  mended  their  pace  aceoTdinsly.  and  soon 
arrived  at.  the  small  solitary  inn  which  the  traveller 
had  mentioned.  When  ita  light  began  to  twinkle 
before  them,  the  stranger,  as  if  recollecting  some- 
tiling  he  had  forgotten,  ^  By  the  wav,  you  must  have 
a  name  to  pass  by j  for  it  may  be  ill  travelling  under 
your  own,  aa  the  fellow  who  keeps  this  house  is  an 
^old  Crpmwellian.  What  will  you  call  yourself  7— My 
name  is— for  the  present— Gaulesse." 

"  There  is  no  occasion  to  assume  a  name  at  all," 
anawered  Julian.,  **  I  do  not  incline  to  use  a  bor- 
rowed one,  especially  as  I  may  meet  with  some  one 
who  knows  my  own." 

"  I  will  call  you  Julian,  then,"  said  Master  6an- 
leaae ;  **  for  Peveril  will  smell,  in  the  nostrils  of  mine 
host  of  idolatry,  conspiracy^  Smithfield  faggots,  fish 
on  Kridayd,  the  murderof  Sir  Edmondsbury  Godfrey, 
•ntl  the  nrc  of  purgatorv." 

Aj9  he  spoke  thus,  tney  alighted  under  the  great 
broad -branched  oak- tree,  that  served  to  canopy  the 
ale-bunch,  which,  at  an  earlier  hour,  had  groaned 
under  the  weight  of  a  frequent  conclave  of  rustic 
pobticiaus.    Ganlesse,  as  he  dismounted,  whistled 


in  a  particulariy  shrill  Mle^  and  was  answetad  fkofl 
withm  the  house.*  ^ 


CHAPTER  XICII. 

H«  wtt  a  fellow  ia  a  pMnnt**  laifo ;        , 

Yet  MM  eouid  Mnmre  yvt  a  wood«ook>ft  esr«fiif , 

LUdb  uy  OOTUtiaral  tho  ordimnr.-nto  OnUmry. 

Tna  person  who  appeared  at  the  door  of  the  litda 
inn  to  receive  Gkmlesse,  aa  we  mentioned  in  our  hat 
chapter,  sung  as  he  came  forward,  thi#  scrap  of  ati 


Good  aTW  to  Fott,  Dieeon  i 
And  how  have  70a  aped) 

BriBff  you  the  bonny  bride 
Tobaaaietaedbodl'* 


old 


To  which  Ganlessd  answered,  in  the  same  tout 
and  time,— 

"  Content  thee,  kind  Robin  1 

HeneedlltUeeafe, 
Who  briage  ho«M  a  lat  bock 
■aeteadof  a.|iai«.'*  * 

**You  have  missed  your  blow,  thfinl"  said  tha 
other,  in  reply. 

"I  tell  yoa  I  have  not,"  anawered  Ganlease)  **b#t 
yoa  will  think  of  naught  but  vourown  thriving  ocon- 
pation— May  the  plague  that  belonga  to  it  atick  to  U1 
though  it  hath  been  the  making  of  thee." 

**A  man  most  iive^  Dioooa  Ganleaae,"  said  Iha 
other. 

**Well.  well,"  aakl  Oanlesae,  *'bid  ray  friend  wel- 
come, for  my  sake.    Hast  thou  got  any  supperf ' 

"Reeking  like  a  saerifica-^Chattbert  has  dona  hii 
best.    That  fellow  is  a  treasure  1  give  him  a  faithh%  . 
candle^  and  he  will  cook  a  aood  supper  out  of  it-r 
Come  in,  sir.    My  friend's  mend  is  weloome^  aa  ym 
htiV  in  my  country." 

"We  must  have  our  horses  boked  to  first,"  said 
Peveril,  who  began  to  be  eonsklerably  unoertain 
about  the  character  of  his  oompamon»--^*that  don^ 
I  am  for  you."  • 

Oanlesse  gave  a  aecond  whistle)  a  groom  a|»-     • 
peered,  who  took  chmi  of  both  their  horses,  aiid 
they  themselves  entered  the  inn. 

The  ordinary  roon^  o(  a  poor  fain  seemed  to  hava 
undergone  some  alterations,  to  render  it  fit  for  oon^ 
pany  of  a  higher  description.  There  were  a  beatdbL 
a  couch,  ana  one  or  two  other  pieces  of  fbmitnre.  01 
a  style  inconsistent  with  the-appearanceof  the  plaot. 
The  tablecloth,  which  was  nady  laid,  waa  of  th^ 
finest  damask:  and  the  spoons,  forks,  Ac  were  of 
silver.  Peveril  looked  at  this  apparahis  with  sonife 
surprise;  and  again  turning  hia  eyes  attentively  uxili 
his  travelling  companion  Granlesse,  he  could  not  help 
discovering,  (by  the  aid  of  imagination,  perhapa,)  that 
though  insignificant  in  person,  plain  in  features,  and 
dressed  like  one  in  indigence,  their,  hirked  still  aboot 
his  person  and  mannera,  that  indefinaMe  eaae  of 
manner  which  belongs  only  to  men  of  birth  and 
quality,  or  to  those  who  are  in  the  constant  habit  of 

*  It  will  be  afterwards  found,  that  in  the  euppoeed  Richard 
Oanlenee,  ie  firat  inUvidiieed  into  Van  ttory  the  detettabte  Eit 
ward  Chriatian,  a  ehaneter  wiUi  aa  few  redeetninf  good  qnall- 


ties  aa  tho  author's  loo  proli6e  imneil  lias  ever  attempted  to 
draw.  He  is  a  mere  craature  of  the  imarioatron ;  andalthova 
he  may  receire  some  difnity  of  character  (torn  his  taleom. 


ryy,  and  inflnenee  over  others,  he  is,  in  other  rsepeeta,  a 
■uMisI  monster,  since  even  his  anbotion  Air  his  brother,  and 
resentment  of  his  deatli,  are  frouoded  on  vindioHve  fealiosB, 
which  scruple  at  no  means,  even  the  foulest,  for  their  iratifla^ 
tion.  Thfl  author  wilt  be  readily  believed  when  he  aflSrms.  that 
ao  original  of  the  present  times,  or  those  which  preceded  theia, 
has  given  the  outlme  for  a  chaimeier  ao  odioos.  The  personan 
is  a  mora  flincy  pieoe.  In  partieniar  the  auUior  diaclaims  an 
allusion  to  a  fentleman  named  Edward  Christian,  who  aetttalljr 
existed  daring  those  troublesome  times,  was  brother  of  WilliaM 
Christian,  the  Dempster,  and  died  in  prison  in  the  Isle  of  Mart. 
WiUi  this  unfortunate  «entleaiaa  Uie  charaetar  in  Uic  rovel  haa 
not  the  slightest  connexion,  wu  do  Um  incidents  of  their  iivea 
in  any  respept  agree.  There  existed,  a«  already  stated,  an 
Edward  Christian  of  the  period,  who  was  capable  of  vnry  bod 
things,  since  he  wa#  a  comitanion  and  associate  of  tlio  robber 
Thomas  Blood,  and  convicted  along  wiUt  him  of  a  eonspiraay 
against  Uie  oelebrat«*d  Duke  of  Buckingham.  This  cliaraolar 
wsii  probably  not  unlike  that  of  his  namesake  in  the  novel,  at 
feast  tlie  feau  ascribed  to  him  are  Jkaad  alkna  a  ScatH*  *twm. 
But  Mr.  Christian  of  Unwin,  if  there  existed  a  rogue  of  his 
name  durinjr  that  period  of  general  corruption,  has  the  more 
right  to  have  him  di<«tiaguisned  from  his  unrotunais  relaliTt 
wito  died  ia  prisoa  beibra  tlta  period  meutiooed. 


ran^uL  wmu  psaxi 
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..  bom  he  called  \^, Smithralthoagh  tail  andnitb^ 
KOod-iookinKi  besides  bang  much  better  dressed,  had 
not,  nevertheless,  eractiy  ftie  same  ease  ot  demean- 
our; and  was  obligKl  to  mnM^  up  ffr  the  want  by 
an  additional  proportion  of  assurance.  Who  these 
two  permoA  could  D&  Peverfl  could  not  attempt  even 
to  form  a  guess.  TDers  was  nothing  for  it,  but  to 
.watch  their  manner  and  con versatioo. 
,  After  speaking  a  moment  in  whispers,  Smith  said 
to  bis  companion,  **  We  must  go  look  alter  our  nags 
'ftr  ten  minutes,  and  allow  Chaubert  to  du  his  office?' . 

"  Will  he  not  appear,  and  minister  before  us,'  then  T* 
iaklQan  lease. 

**What!  he'^— he  shift  a  trencher— he  hand  a 
cop?— No,  you  foifnt  whom  you  speak  of.  Such 
an  order  were  enough  to  make  him  mil  on  his  own 
'sword— he  is  already  on  the  borders  of  despair,  be- 
cause no  craw-fish  are  to  be  bad." 

"  Alack-a-da V  V*  repliecf  Ganlesse.  "  Heaven  for- 
bid I  should  ada  to  such  a  calamity  I  To  stable,  then, 
andr  see  we  how  our  steeds  eat  their  provender,  while 
MS  is  getting  ready." 

Tnm  adjourned  to  the  stable  accordingtyi  whioK 
}lhou;pi  a  poor  one,  Ymd  been  hastily  supplied  with . 

Shatever  was  uecsssary  for  the  accommodation  of 
ur  eicellent  horses:  one  of  which,  that  from  which 
anlesae  was  Just  dismounted  (he  groom  we  have 
.Meinioaed  was  cleaniBg  and  dwssing  by  the  light  of 
a  huge  wax-candle. 

"1  am  stiU  so  far  Catholic."  Mid  Otnlasas,  laugh- 
ing, as  he  saw  that  Peveiil  noticed  this  pie«o  of 
4MiUravagance.  "  My  horse  i»  ny  saint,  and  I  dedicate 
a  candle  to  him.*'< 

*^  Without  asking  so  great  a  favmv  Sot  mine,  wbich 
I  see  standing  behind  yonder  old  bsn-coop,''  replied 
Peveril,  "  I  will  at  least  relieve  him  of  his  saddle  arid 
;|indle.'^ 

*'  Leave  bim  to  the  lad  of  the  inn."  said  Smith  : 
'*  he  is  not  wortb  any  other  person's  aandlitig-),  and 
1  promise  vou,  if. you  slip  a  single  buckle,  you  will  so 
4avmr  o(  that  stablodtity,  that  you  might  as  well 
«•«  roast-beef  af  ragouia»  tix  any  relish  you  will  have 
of  them." 

"I  lov»io«s»-beaf  as  woU  as  ragouta,  at  any  time," 
said  Peveril,  accosting  himself  to  a  task  which  every 
jFOuog  man  should  know  bow  to  perform  when  need 
W;  "and  ray  horsey  thoygh  it  be  but  a  sorry  jade, 
wiU  champ  bettw  on  hay  and  com,  than  on  an  iron 
bit."  ' 

While  ha  was  unsaddling  his  horse,  ami  shaking 
^wn  some  litter  for  the  poor  wearied  animal,  he 
Asafd  Smiib  observe  to  Ganless«*,— "  By  mv  faith, 
.Pick,  thou  hast  fallen  into  poor  Sleader'a  blunder; 
missed  Anne  Psge,  and  brought  us  a  great  lubberly 
l^st master's  boy." 

"  Hush  1  he  will  hear  thee^"  answered  Ganlesse ; 
'there  ara  reasons  for  all  things— it  is  well  as  it  is. 
But^priLhec,  tell  thy iellow  to  hel^  the  youngster." 

"What}"  replied  Smith,  "d've  think  I  an>mad1 
-—Ask  Tom  Beacon— Tom  of  Newmarket— Tom  of 
ten  thousand,  to  touch  sucb  a  four-legged  brute  as 
that  7— Why.  bs  would  turn  me  away  on  thespot~> 
discard  me,  i'Caith.  It  was  all  he  would  do  to  take 
to  hand  your  own,  my  good  friend ;  and  if  yoo  consi- 
der him  not  the  better,  you  are  like  to  stand  groom 
to  him  yourself  to-morrow." 

*»Wefl  Will,"  answered  Ganlesse,  "I  wHI  say  that 
|br  thee,  thou  hast  a  set  of  the  most  useless,  scoun- 
drelly, insolent  vermin  about  thee,  that  ever  eat  up  k 
poor  gentleman's  revenues." 

••  Useless  1  I  deny  it,"  replied  Smith.  "  K^ery  one 
of  my  fellows  does  something  or  other  so  cxcuisitcly, 
that  It  were  sin  to  make  him  do  any  thing  else— it  is 
jjour  tarks^of-ftll-trsdes  who  are  masters  of  nona— 
*)But  nark  to  Chaubert's  signal!  The  coxcomb  is 
twangiing  it  on  the  lute,  to  the  tune  of  EvcUltz  toua, 
belU  endnrmie.— Come,  Master  What  d'ye  call,  [ad- 
dressing Peveril,]— get  ye  some  water,  and  wash  this 
filthy  witness  from  your  hand,  as  Beitcrton  says  in 
the  play;  for, Chaubert's  cookery  is  like  Friar  Ba- 
<eon's  head— time  is— time  was— time  will  soon  be  no 
more.  * 

So  saying,  and  scarce  allowing  Julian  time  to  dip 


his  hando  m  a  boeksi  «nd  diy  thsroan  a  kcneeMh 
he  hurried  him  from  the  stable  back  to  lhe■l|9c^ 
chamber.  ' 

Here  all  was  prepared  for  their  meal,  with  an  cp^ 
ouroan  delicacy,  which  ratl)er  be^oogsd  to  the  nlooo 
of  a  palace^  than  the  cabin  lu  which  it  wasdiipliyaL 
Four  dishes  of  silver,  with  covers  of  the  same  metilt 
smoked  on  the  table  t  and  three  seats  wen  riioed  fcr 
the  company.  Beskie  the  lower  end  of  toe  botid, 
waaa  small  side-able,  to  answer  the  poiposeofwkit 
is  now  called  a  dumb  waiter:  on  which  sev^fluki 
reared  their  tall,  stately,  and  swanlike  crests,  sbon 
glaases  and  nmiaaers.  Clean  covers  we^  alsq  placed 
within  reaeh ;  anda  smatl  travelling-case  of  inorooofl^ 
hooped  with  silver,  displayed  a  numbo'  of  bottlM^ 
oontainiag  the  most  approved  sauces  that  culioux 
ingenuiy  bad  then  inyented. 

Smith,  who  occupied  the  k)^er  seat,  and  8B«Ba< 
to  act  as  president  of  the  feast,  motioned  the  m 
Uavellers  to  take  their  places  and  begin.  "1  imqU 
not  stay  a  graoo-time,'^  he  said,  "  to  save  a  wMi 
nation  from  perdition.  We  oouU  bring  no  chn^ 
fettss  wiib  any  conyenienoe ;  and  even  Chai^  ii 
nothing;  unless  bis  dishes  are  tasted  m  tlie  lof 
moment  of  projection.  Conte,  uncover,  sad  let « 
see  what  be  has  done  for  ua- Huni.V-haHl^ 
squab-pigeons— wildfowl— young  chickens-teoiM 
cuttets— and  a  space  in  the  Centra  wet,  aleftl  li^t 
gentle  tear  from  Chaubert's  eye,  where  should  hm 
besn  tho  soupt  aux  eerwis$e$.  The  zeal  of  that  MT 
iellow  ia  iH  repaid  by  his  paltry  ten  louts  per  moBOi 

"A  mere  trifle,"  said  Ganlesse t  "bat,  ukeje» 
aelg^  Will,  he  serves  a  generous  master."  . 

The  r^st  now  commenced ;  and  JDlian,  wm 
he  had  seen  his  you«g  friend  the  fiarl  oi  l>mt>^ 
other  gallants,  affect  a  considerable  degis^tfB'BCtf 
and  skill  in  tKe  acienoe  of  tbo  kitchen,  spl  vifsti 
himself  either  an  enemy  or  n  stranger  ttjifleiMWf 
of  a  good  tablet  found,  that,  on  the  pfeseetoecine, 
he  was  a  mere  novice.  Both  hia  oompffiwsi  M 
Smith  in  especial,  seemed  to  consider  thai^yvffj 
now  engaged  in  tiie  only  true  and  real  bvwii« 
life ;  and  weighed  all  its  minutiie  with  a  pN^fotm 
degree  of  accuracy.  To  ^arve  the  morsel  in  im  veM 
delicate  manner— and  to  apportk>n  the  proper  leueB* 
ing  with  the  accuracy  of  the  chemist,— to  be  M^ 
eiacily,  of  the  order  in  which  one  dish  slteun  *^ 
oeed  snother,  and  to  do  plentiful  Jiuspoe  tosur:^ 
minuteness  of  science  to  which  Jultao  hid  uiMS 
been  a  stranger.  Smith  accordingly  treated  bimij 
a  mete  novice  in  epicurisnu  cautioning  him  lo  eti » 
aoup  before  the  bouilli,  and  to  forget  the  Ihoi  » 
torn  of  bolting  the  boiled  meat  before  the  bictK  «» 
Cotlar  MacCulIoch*  and  all  his  wbinoers  were etJJ 
door.  Peveril  took  tbo  hint  in  good  part,  and  w 
entertainment  proceeded  with  animation. 

«  ThM  altadet  to  •  linevlar  nuttom  of  the  i^^^J^lHL 
northern  coMt  of  the  Ule  of  Mao,  «ho  used  oioM  tn««i  w 
loddcn  meal  h.fi»rR  the;  Mipfit^d  the  brolh.  Ie«l. »»  »*'f;i?l 
should  be  deprived  of  tho  mow  iUbitantiaf  part  of  Ui«  •»■ 


Ui«y  waitod  loent  il  at  the  second . 

They  Bcauuot  tor  ihia  anomaly  in  tlw  tollowmf  "■J^.j 
About  Iho  commeDoeinent  of  tJte  aixlwnth  centiry, »"t"^I 
Derbf,  being  n  ftery  youtur  cliiof.  fond  of  war  and  »'•'»»*,  JT 
a  n»rion«  inroad,  with  all  hit  foreea,  Into  tho  Slowaitry  o  i*!^   | 
eudbnirht,  and  oommitted  freai  ravnged  «fiH  '""•*"T,i  l 
Manx  wmf.    Mr.  Tram,  willi  hip  usual  kilMloo^^■»»■■'^  , 
fuUowioc  literal  tntMiation  of  Uie  vemo* :  i 

'     "  There  «ame  Thomaa  Derby,  bwm  kinj,  j 

He  it  wa«  who  wore  tiie  gidden  onip|»r  j 
Tliore  wftK  not  one  Lord  in  \vi6v  Enfiland  itnih 
With  ao  many  vaaeali  a*  he  had. 

"  On  Scottiahmen  he  avencod  himaelf ; 

His  wont  over  to  Rirkrudbrivht, 
And  them  made  mach  havoc  (if  houwe. 

That  aome  am  uninhabitable  Co  thia  day. 
•»  Waa  not  tliat  fkir  m  a  youth.  ^^, 

To  avonw  hiniaclfiMi  Iuh  foe  While  bo  wa«»^  J^ 
Before  hi«  beard  Iwd  ^rown  around  hia  muatu. 

And  to  bnnf  bomvliii  men  in  flolety?* 

Thia  incunton  of  the  i:arl 
▼erely  revenged.    The  fentlemei 

a  clan  then  and  now  powerful  n. -r"  -  :^^r..ii.r 

at  tlie  time,  a  chief  of  rourase  and  Hrtivity  n*"***  *^*;^rf| 
CttlUfch.    He  wM  an  excellent  •eaman,  and  'I^J^yj^J^JirS 


with  the  golden  cnippw  wjJJ 
nen  of  the  name  of  MmOiW« 
I  in  Galloway,  hftd  •<  Ui«r  hJJ 
B  and  Hrtivity,  na»«»  CV»lar  wj 
CttlUfch.  He  waa  an  excellent  •eaman,  and  *l«T*'"y*2uM5 
predatory  flotilla.  »t«h  which  be  ma  c  rt'r»'ati;d  dcwwt  w.^ 
aorUiero  ahoroaof  the  lale  of  Mau,  lUo  domAwaaof  tw 
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At  lefi^h  Othlesae  pttUMd,  and  dedtred  the  mp- 
por  exquisite.  **  But,  my  friend  ^Smith,"  he'  added, 
'^nre  your  wines  eurious?  When  you  hrouffht  all 
that  trash  of  plates  and  trumpery  into  Derbyantre,  I 
bope^oii  did  not  leave  ub  at  the  mercy  of  the  strong 
tie  or  the  ahtre,  aa  thick  au'i  moddy  as  the  aquiree 
who  drink  it  7" 

"  Did  I  not  know  that  you  were  to  meet  me  Dick 
danleseel"  answered  their  host,  "And  can  you 
ii  ispect  me  of  such  an  omission  7  It  is  true,  you  must 
tiake  champagne  and  claret  aerve,  for  my  burgundy 
arould  not  bear  travelling.  But  if  you  have  a  fancy 
hr  sherry,  or  Vin  de  Cabors,  I  have  a  notion  Chaa- 
bert  and  Tom  Beacon  have  brought  some  for  their 
own  drinking." 

^  Perhaps  the  gentlemen  would  not  care  to  impart," 
said  Ganlesse. 

"O  fie !— any  iMag  in  the  way  of  civility,"  replied 
Smith.  **They  are,  in  truth,  the  best-natund  bds 
alive,  when  treated  respectfully ;  so  that  if  you  would 
prefer" — *— 

**  By  no  meanSf"  aaid  Qanlesse—"  a  idass  of  cham- 
panne  will  serve  in  a  scarcity  of  better.'* 

'*  TtM  eeift  *an  ftart  obMQoifMM  to  av  ttamb.** 
aaid  Smith ;  and  aa  he  spoke,  he  untwisted  the  wire, 
md  the  coiic  stnidk  the  roof  of  the  cabin.  Each  gnest 
took  a  large  rummer  gfaaaof  the  sparkling- bevera^s, 
which  Peverii  had  judgment  and  experience  enoiqifa 
fo  pronounce  exquisite. 

*^  Oive  me  your  hand,  air,"  said  Smith  i  **it  a  the 
firaC  word  of  sense  you  have  spoken  this  evening." 

••Wisdom,  sir,"  replied  Peverii,  "is  like  the  best 
w«re  in  the  pe(llar*s  pack,  which  he  never  produces 
m  he  knows  his  cvstomer." 

*  Sharp  as  muatard,"  returned  the  60H.  vitant ; 
*but  be  wiscL  moat  noble  pedlar,  and  take  another 
imnmer  of  thia  same  flask,  which  you  see  I  have 
Md  in  an  oUique  position  for  your  service-*not  pec- 
mi  tting  it  to  retrograde  to  the  perpendicular.  Nay. 
take  it  off  before  tbe  babble  bursts  on  the  rim,  and 
the  zest  is  gone." 

*' You  do  me  honour,  sir,"  said  Peverii,  taking  the 
Beeond  glass.  **I  wish  yon  a  better  office  than  that 
of  my  cupbearer." 

•*  You  cannot  wish  Will  Smith  one  more  congenial 
to  his  nature,"  said  Ganlesse.  ^*  Othere  have  a  aelfish 
delight  in  the  objects  of  sense.  Will  thrives,  and  is 
-httppv,  by  imparting  them  to  his  friends." 

*'  Better  help  men  to  pleasures  than  to  peine,  Mas- 
ter Ganlease,"  answered  Smith,  somewhat  angrily. 
**  Nay,  wreth  thee  not,  Will,"  sakl  Ganlesse;  " and 
«peak  no  wdrdsin  haste,  lest  you  msy,  have  cauae  to 
vepent  at  leiaure.  Do  I  blame  Ahy  social  concern  for 
tnu  pleasures  of  othere?  Why,  man,  thou  dost  therein 
mofft  philosophically  multiply  thine  own.  A  man  has 

of  Derby,  CArryinf  off  all  that  was  not,  in  the  Border  phraae, 
tuo  hoi  or  too  heary. 

The  rnllowmff  i«  the  dopotition  of  John  Maehariottc  eoneam- 
f nc  ttM  lo4Mfi  he  liad  auflbrad  by  thii  ana  king  and  hi*  Qallowar 
oaen.  It  i«  dated  at  Peel  CatUe.— "Tftkea  by  Collard  Mae- 
Ciifioeh  and  hi*  men  by  wronmui  ipoliatidn,  Twa  box  beddea 
and  ajrkin  burdeii,  i  e  lathn,  a  reaer  boaster,  a eote of  Mailkie,  a 
ineta  barde,  two  krutia,  five  barreti,  a  fylefkt,  xx  pipes,  twa 
farnF"*  throe  Iwlla  of  naalt,  a  qnnme  of  roMie  of  ti  ttane.  oertain 
petai«  fpcata.I  extendina  to  i  e  load,  viii  bolla  of  threachit  corn, 
xU  luithrainhio,  end  xl  koowte.'^'-CHAiXBBaoN,  p.  47,  edit 
London,  iWi, 

Thin  active  rover  renderM  bla  iMme  so  feniiidai>le.  that  the 
eaatom  of  eatina  tlie  OMat  before  ttie  broth  was  introduead  by 
til*  Mlandem  wh<iea  feetivala  lie  often  intemipted.    TLoy  alao 
leaaemtMred  him  in  tbelr  pfayera  and  rraees ;  aa, 
"God 
From  Cut 
or,  a*  I  have  beard  it  recited, 

**  Ond  keep  the  good  com.  and  the  tdieep  and  the  bullock. 
From  iatan,  ttom  tin,  aoo  from  Cutlaf  MaeCit)luch.", 

la  is  aaid  to  have  ehaneed,  aa  the  maater  of  tlw  liouae  had 
■ttered  one  of  theaa  popolar  beniaoaa,  that  Catlar  In  peraon  an- 
lenrd  tiie  habitation  with  thia  replf  1 

'*  Guderaan.  indemaa,  ye  pmy  too  late, 
MaeCttlloch'a  ahtpa  are  at  Uie  Yaite.*' 

The  Yniu  la  a  well-known  fandlor-plaoe  on  tlie  north  side  of 
Ibelole  of  Man. 

Thwi  radoabted  eor^ir  ia,  I  believe,  now  represented  by  the 
•haef  of  The  name*  Jamee  MacCuiloch,  Eaq.  of  Ardweil,  the 
■iitbor'a  lYiend  and  near  ooanaxion. 


keep  the  hoaae  and  all  within, 
Out  MacCiillocli  and  his  kin  ;*' 


but  one  throaj^  and  «an  but'aaL  with  hie  beat'effiirtft 
aome  five  or  six  times  a-day ;  out  thou  dmeet  with 
every  friend  i^iat  (tela  up  a  oapon,  and  art  quaffing 
wine  in  other .men*a  gulieta,  from  morning  to  nigbi^ 
et  sie  da  ccfaruk** 

"Friend  Qanleasa,"*  returned  Smith,  "I  prithee 
bewaj»~thou  knowaat  1  can  cut  gullets  aa  well  aa 
tickle  them." 

**Ay,  Will,"  anawered  Ganleaae^  careleaajyi  "1 
think  I  have  seen  thee  wave  thy  whinyard  at  the 
throat  of  a  Hogan-moffan— a  NetherlaiKliah  wear 
sand,  which  expanded  only  on  thy  natural  and  mortal 
objecia  oi  aTereion^-Dutch  cheese,  rye-bre(^l,  pickled 
herring,  onions,  and  Geneva." 

"For  pity 8  sake,  forbear  the  deacription !"  aaid 
Smith;  "toy  words  oveipower  the  perfumec^  and 
flavour  the  apartment  like  a  dish  of  aalmagundi !" 

**Bttt  for  an  epiglottis  like  mine."  eontinoed  Gaiv* 
lease,  "  down  which  the  most  delicate  moraels  an 
washed  by  such  claret  as  thou  art  now  iMuring  oin, 
thou  couldst  not,  in  thy  bitterest  mood,  wish  a  worse 
fate  than  to  be  necklaoad  somewhat  tight  by  a  pair  ef 
white  arms." 

"  By  a  tenpennv  eofd,"  anawersd  Smith  ("  but  not 
till  you  were  dead;  that  thereafter  you  be  preaentlir 
imbowelled,  you  being  yet  alive;  that  your  head  ba 
then  aevered  from  your  body,  and  your  body  divided 
into  quarters,  to  be  disposed  of  at  hia  Maieaty'f 
pleasure.— How  like  you  that,  Master  Bichani  Gaa> 

"E'en  as  you  like  the  thoughts  of  dining  on  bran* 
brrad  and  milfe-ponridge— an  extremity  which  yoit 
trust  never  to  be  reduced  to.  But  all  this  shall  not 
prevent  me  (som  pledging  you  in  a  cup*  of  sound 
claret" 

Aa  the  claret  circulated,  the  glee  of  the  company 
increaaedt  and  Smith,  placing  the  dishes  which  had 
been  made  use  of  upon  the' side  table,  stamped  with 
his  foot  on  the  0oor,  and  the  table  sinking  down  a 
trap,  again  rose,  loaded  with  olives,  sliced  neat*s 
tongue,  caviare,  and  other  provocatives  for.  the  circu- 
lation of  the  bottle. 

"Why,  Wilt,"  aaid  Ganlesse,  "thou  art  a  more 
complete  mechanist  than  I  suq>ected;  thou  hast 
brought  thy  sceneosbifting  inventions  to  Derbyshire 
in  marvelloualy  short  time." 

"  A  rope  and  puUies  can  be  easily  come  by  "  an- 
awered Will  {  "  and  with  a  saw  and  a  plane^  I  can 
manage  that  busineaa  in  half  a  day.  I  love  that 
knack  of  clean  and  secret  conveyance— thou  kvoweat 
it  was  the  foundation  of  my  fortunes." 

"It  may  be  the  wreck  of  them  too,  WHl,"  replied 
his  friend. 

"True,  Diccon,"  answered  Will;  "but  dum  vivi- 
muB  p»«amii«,— that  is  my  motto;  and  therewith  I 
present  you  a  brimmer  to  the  health  of  the  fair  lady 
you  wot  oV* 

"  Let  it  come.  Will,"  replied  his  friend ;  and  the 
flask  circulated  briskly  from  hand  to  hand. 

Julian  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  seem  a  check  on 
their  festivity,  as  he  hoped  in  its  progress  something, 
might  occur  to  enable  him  to  judge  of  the  character 
and  purposes  of  his  companiona  But  he  watched 
them  in  vain.  Their  conversation  was  animated  and 
lively,  and  often  bore  reference  to  the  literature  of  the 
period,  in  which  the  elder  seemed  particularly  well 
akilled.  They  also  talked  freely  of  the  Court,  and  of 
that  numeroua  class  of  gallanta  who  were  then  de- 
acribed  aa  "  men  of  wit  and  pleasure  about  town ;" 
and  to  which  it  seemed  probable  they  themselves  ap- 
pertained. 

At  length  the  universal  topic  of  the  Popish  Plot  was 
started ;  upon  which  Ganlesse  and  Smith  seemed  to 
entertain  tne  moat  opposi  te  opiniona  Ga nlesse,  if  he 
did  not  maintain  the  authority  of  Gates  in  its  utmost 
extent,  contended  that  at  least  it  was  confirmed  in  a 
^reat  measure  by  the  murder  of  Sir  Edmondsbury 
Godfrey,  and  the  tetters  written  by  Coleman  to  tho 
confesaor  of  the  French  King.* 

*  The  anfortunate  Colennant  axeenlad  ftw  the  Popien  Pio». 


tained  noUiina  l_    

tiuen,  yet  there  waa  a  gjeat  deal  to  ahbw  Uiat  ha  1 
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(attf.xin 


WitN  much  more  ikriM,  and  I6M  power  of  «w8on- 
ing,  Will  Smith  hesitated  not  to  ridicule  and  nm 
down  the  whole  diacovery,  aa  one  of  the  wildcat  and 
moat  canaeleaa  alarms  which  had  ever  been  aounded 
in  the  ears  of  a  credulcuspliblic.  **  I  shall  never  for- 
ost,'*  he  said,  "Sir  iMydftefs  most  ortainal  AineraJ. 
Two  bouncing  paraona,  well  armed  with  sword  and 
pistol,  mountedf  the  pulpit,  to  secure  the  third  fellow 
who  preached  from  being  murdered  in  the  liico  of  the 
congregation.  Three  parrana  in  one  pulpit— three 
mns  in  one  hemisphere— no  wonder  men  stood  aghast 
Msuch  aprodigv."* 

*^  What  then,  Will,"  answered  his  companion,  "you 
are  one  of  those  who  think  the  good  knight  .muindered 
hnnself,  in  order  to  give  credit  to  the  Plot?" 

'*  By  my  faith,  not  I/'  said  the  others  '*but  some 
true  blue  Protestant  might  do  the  job  for  nim,  in  order 
to  give  the  thing  a  better  colour.— I  will  be  jod^  by 
oar  silent  fkriend,  whether  that  be  not  the  most  feaaible 
■ojpuon  of  the  whole." 

^  I  pray  ^ou,  oardon  m&  gentlemen,"  saki  Julian  ; 
"*!  am  but  just  landed  in  England,  and  am  a  atranger 
to  the  particular  circumstances  which  have  thrown 

*  the  nation  into  such  ferment.  It  would  be  the  highest 
diegree  of  assuronco  in  me  to  give  my  opinion  betwixt 
gentlemen  who  argue  the  matter  so  ably  \  besides,  to 
my  truth,  I  oonfesa  woarinesa—your  wine  is  mors 
potent  than  I  expected,  or  1  have  drank  more  of  it 
than  I  meant  to  do." 
**  Nav,  if  an  hour's  nap  will  refreah  you,"  said  the 

'  alder  or  the  strangers,  "  make  no  ceremony  with  us. 

'  Your  bed^all  we  can  offer  as  such— is  that  old* 

-^fkshioned  Dutch'built  aofa,  as  the  last  new  phraae 
calla  it.    We  ahall  be  early  stirrers  to-morrow  mom- 

^And  that  we  may  be  ao^"  said  Smith.  **  I  propose 
that  we  do  ait  up  all  thiit  night-— I  hate  lying  rough, 
and  deteat  a  pallet-bed.  So  have  at  another  flaak, 
and  th«  nawest  lampoon  to  help  at  out— 

*  Now  a  plafue  of  thoir  votes. 
Upon  Pupiita  and  Plots, 
And  be  d-d  Doctor  Oatet  I 

Toldelol.*** 

**  Nny,  but  oar  puritanic  host,"  said  Oanlesse. 

**  I  have  him  in  my  pocket,  man— his  eyes,  ears, 
nose  ana  tongue,"  answered  his  boon  companion, 
^are  all  in  my  possession." 

"  In  that  case,  when  you  give  him  back  bis  eyes  and 
nose;  I  pray  you  keep  his  cars  and  tongue,"  answered 
Ganlesae.     Seeing  and  smelling  are  organs  sufficient 

SMlmn  Chatboliot  anxiontiy  •onght  ftir  und  dottred  to  (hid  ihe 
BMani  to  brill t  buck  England  to  th«  faiili  of  Rome.  "It  it 
oertain,"  myt  Hnme,  "  that  the  reitlen  and  entarpririnc  tpirit 
of  the  Catttolic  church,  partirulartr  of  the  Jemita,  merits  at- 
tention, aori  is  in  aome  deci>M  danfferoua  to  ererj  other  oom* 
munion.  S«eh  mat  of  mrtiiiaiytiani  artuates  thai  aect,  that  its 
BiiMionaries  have  penetrated  into  evcrjr  resion  of  the  frtobe, 
•ikd  in  one  arnse  there  is  a  Popish  plot  continuallr  n*rryinc  nn 
•tainst  all  *ta''?a,  Protestant,  Paean,  and  Mahometaa."->-His- 
■  Itryaf  England,  vol.  vli. .  p.  73.  edit.  17S7.  C 

*  Tnis  solemnil/  is  especialijr  mentioned  bf  North.  "The 
epowd  was  pn>di|rious,  both  at  the  procession  and  fn  and  about 
■  the  church,  and  so  heated,  that  any  thinff  called  Papista,  wore  it 
a  cat  or  a  aofr  had  probably  sone  to  pieees  in  a  moment  Tlie 
Catholirs  all  kept  close  in  thoir  honsos  and  lodfiinirs,  thinking 
it  a  food  oompenKation  to  be  safe  there,  so  (hr  were  they  from 
aetinff  violently  at  that  time.  Bnt  there  was  all  that  which 
aplinid  amonf  the  common  people  an  artiflcial  frirht,  ao  that 
ewry  one  almnet  flincied  a  Popish  knife  just  at  his  throat ;  and 
at  thesurmun.  bofide  the  preaeher,  two  tliumpin^  divines  stood 
uprifht  in  tito  pulpit,  to  iruard  him  from  bcinx  killed  while  he 
was  preachinc,  by  the  Papists.  I  did  not  see  this  spectre,  bat 
was  credibly  Fold  by  some  that  atTlrmed  that  they  din  see  it,  and 
I  never  met  with  any  tiiat  did  contradict  il  A  moat  iKNtentous 
vpectncle,  sure,  three  parsons  in  one  pulpit  I  Enouf  h  of  itself, 
on  a  lea*  occasion,  to  excite  terror  in  the  audienoe.  The  like,  t 
guess,  was  never  seen  before,  and  probably  will  never  be  seen 
'agoin :  and  it  had  not  been  so  now,  as  is  mowt  evident,  but  for 
some  stratagnm  foandcd  upon  the  impetuoaitjr  of  tlia  mob.**— 
Szamen,  ii.  104. 

It  may  t>e,  however,  remarked,  that  the sinimlar  circumstance 
<»f  Sir  Edmondsburjr  Godfrey,  the  justice  before  whom  Oatea 
had  made  his  liofiosiiiun,  bomr  found  murdered,  was  the  inei- 
ci«nc  wion  which  most  men  relied  as  complete  proof  of  tlie  exist, 
rnce  of  the  plot.  As  he  waM  believed  to  hfive  lost  his  life  by  the 
rapistn,  for  hnvins  taken  Oates's  deposition,  the  panic  spread 
vith  inconceivable  mpidity.  and  every  species  of  horror  was 
apprehendcd-e%-rr^  report,  the  more  absurd  the  better,  eaferiy 
listened  to  and  helinved.  Whether  thta  nnforiunate  fenkleroan 
*o«t  Ilia  liYii  by  Papist  or  Protestant,  by  private  enemies,  or  by 
Jiis  uwff  hand,  (for  he  was  a  low>spirit«id  and  nelauotaoly  man.) 
>dl  srahabU  natar  be  diaoovarod. 


for  such  a  koave— to  hetr  and  tell,  a»s  lUi^ktdal 
have  no  manner  of  pretensions  ta" 
•  "  I  /ETvnt  you  it  were  well  dooe^"  aaawered  9wA 
"  but  It  were  a  robbingof  the  hangman  and  thepiDay 
and  I  am  an  honeat  tdlow  who  woukl  gits  Dss^ai 
the  davil  hia  due.    So, 

'AlljoytogiaalCaaar, 

Ln«ff  liHk  love,  and  pteMSis  s 

May  tlie  Kiaf  live  for  everi 

*Tia  no  natter  for  vi,  boyt."' 

While  this  Bacchanalian  scene  proceeded,  lifii 

had  wrapt  himaelf  t 

himself  on  thecouci 

Ha  looked  towards  t -       ^  ^- 

seemed  to  become  hazy  and  dim  as  be  asnd-t 
heard  the  sound  of  voices,  but  they  ceasad  to  mm 
to  his  understandmgs^and  in  •« 
J  faater  aalaep  tt 
in  the  whole  course  of  hia  life. 


accnanauan  scene  procraaea,  ^lui 
lelf  closely  in  hia  cloak,  and  itmdi 
H>uch.  which  they  had  shown  loia 
arda  the  table  be  had  left-^be  iipa 


lutea,  he  waa  faater  aalaep  than  he  had  em  hs 


anv  impression 
mini 


CHAPTER  XXIIL 
Tha  Oeidon  ttm  bis  beglsUav. 

And  aaid,  awa,  awa ; 
Tha  Roaaa  of  RWodW  iaall  bfaM^ 

I  baald  it  Uoaa  to  |a*.-OM  BaBU 

Whbn  Julian  awakened  the  next  niomiD^alla 
atill  and  vacant  in  the  apartment  Themna 
which  ahone  through  the  half-oloaed  ahatien,  iM 
aome  relics  of  the  last  night's  banmiet,  whick  w^ 
fused  and  throbbing  head  aaanrea  him  hsd  mi< 
ried  into  a  debauch. 

Without  being  much  of  a  boon  oompaoioLJri 
like  other  young  men  of  the  time,  waa  not  ia  m\ 
of  shunning  wine,  which  waa  then  need  in 
abletittantitiesi  and  heooold  not  helpbeMgii 
that  the  few  cupa  he  had  dnrok  over  mat  I 
duced  on  hia  frame  the  eflecta  of  excess,  uej 
adjusted  his  dress,  snd  sought  in  the  apiii 
water  to  perform  hia  rooming  ablotwn8,ai< 
sncoeaa.  Wine  then  waa  on  the  table  )V 
it  one  atool  stood,  snd  another  lax,  ^  ^ 
in  the  heedleaa  riot  of  tha  evening.  '  -^ 
thought  to  himself,  **  the  wine  must  haww]? 
powerful,  which  rendered  me  insensible  ttijjff 
my  companiona  muat  have  made  ers  iM*** 
their  carouse."  ^ 

With  momentary  suspicion  be  examine  J>^ 
pons,  and  the  packet  wnich  he  had  reeeiwoftnl 
Counteaa,  and  kept  in  a  aecret  pocket efltfi^ 
coat,  bound  dose  about  hia  person.  Ail  ««, 
and  the  very  operation  reminded  khn  of  im 
which  lay  before  him.  He  left  the  apeitsMd 
they  had  aupped,  and  went  into  another,  vf 
enough,  whm  in  a  tmckle-bed,  were  sOetcM 
bodiea,  covensd  with  a  rug^  the  heads  bdin^*' 
which  were  amicably  deposited  upon  the  time . 
of  hay.  The  one  waa  tne  black  shock-wso  «] 
groom ;  the  other,  graced  with  a  long  ibni^ 
cap,  showed  a  grizzled  pate,  and  a  grave 
countenance,  vvhich  the  hook-nose  and  It.  . 
proclaimed  to  bcslong  to  the  GalHc  miiustwofi 
cheer,  whose  praises  tie  had  heard  sung  foitn  of 
preceding  evening.  These  worthies  Btemm  » 
slumbered  in  the  arms  of  Bacchus  as  well  ••«  J 
pheos.  for  there  were  broken  flasks  on  fheftw Ij 
their  deep  snoring  slone  showed  that  tbcy  vevf 

Bent  upon  resuming  his  joarney.  as  doty  «» < 
drence  alike  dictated,  Julian  next  deseeoded  tw' 
stoir,  and  essayed  a  door  at  the  bottom  of  tftei 
It  was  fastened  within.    He  called--no  annrtf 
returned.    It  must  be,  he  thought,  the  iptrt 
the  revellers,  now  yrobably  sleeping  as  sw 
their  dependants  still  sitimbered,  and  »•  J* 
had  done  <  few  minutes  before.    ShoaJd  »i 
them?--To  what  purpose  1     They  woe  »•] 
whom  accident  had  involved  him  agMJ*.*JJ 
will ;  and,  situated  ss  he  was,  he  thowAt  it  Jf 
take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  D»W"lLii 
aociety  which  was  suspicions,  and  niigbtbeF™ 

•  Dim  waa  the  hanitman  of  the  day  at  TyHna.  Bj'* 
eesaor  of  Orefory  Brandcti,  who  was  *»v  nsaf  '•"'Tj 
the  same  who  dropped  the  axe  upon  Chanss  L,  Ibonp* 
were  auspected  of  licnic  tha  aotHil  lairicada 


Giidp.JCXin.] 
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Snmmatiof?  tinis,  he  emyed  another  door,  which 
admitted  him  to  a  bed-room,  where  lay  another  bar- 
aaonioua  aiomberer.  The  mean  utensiia,  oewter  mea- 
•urea.  emptjr  cana  and  caska,  with  which  thia  room 
Waa  lumbered,  proclaimed  it  that  of  the  host,  who 
alepl  aiirrounded  by  hia  profeaaional  implements  o^ 
hojpitaJity  and  stock  in  trade. 

This  discovery  relieved  Peveril  from  some  dedicate 
embarruasment  which  he  had  formerly  entenained. 
He  put  upon  the  table  a  piece  of  money.  saflDcient, 
as  he  judged,  to  pajr  hia  ahare  of  the  prsceding  night's 
rsckoning;  not  caring  to  be  indebted  for  his  enter- 
tainment to  the  atrangera,  whon^  he  waa  leaving 
without  the  formality  ox  an  adieu. 

His  conscience  cleared  of  this  gentlemanlike  scra- 
pie^ Peveril  proceeded  with  a  light  heart  though  aomo- 
wfaat  a  dizay  head,  to  the  atable,  which  he  easily 
twsogoised'  among  a  few  other  paltry  outhouaes.  His 
horasi  refreshed  with  rest,  and  perhaps  not  unmind- 
ftd  of  his  services  the  ev^ing  before,  neighed  as  his 
master  entered  the  stable ;  and  Peveril  accepted  the 
sound  as  an  omen  of  a  proaperooa  joun^ey.  He  paid 
the  augury  with  a  aieveful  of  com ;  and,  while  his 
palfrey  profited  by  his  attendon,  walked  into  the  fresh 
air  to  cool  his  heated  blood,  and  consider  what  course 
ha  should  pursue  in  order  to  reach  the  Castle  of  Mar- 
tiodale  before  sunset  His  acquaintance  with  the 
Bottntry  in  general  gave  him  confidence  that  heeould 
not  have  greatly  deviated  from  the  nearest  road ;  and 
iritii  his  norse  in  good  condition,  he  conceived  be 
muriit  esaly  reach  Martindale  befofiB  nightfall. 

Having  adjuated  his  route  in  his  mind,  he  returned 
Bio  the  stable  to  prepsie  his  steed  for  the  journey, 
and  soon  led  him  mto  the  ruinous  oourt-yanl  of  the 
■nu  bridled,  aaddlsd,  and  ready  to  be  mounted.  But 
asPeveril's  hand  waa  upon  the  mane;  and  his  left 
Aot  in  the  stirrup,  a  hand  touched  his  cloak,  and  the 
voice  of  Ganlesse  said,  '*  Whav.  Maater  Peveril,  is 
this  your  foreim  breeding  1  or  have  you  learned  in 
FVance  to  take  French  leave  of  your  fnends  7" 

Julian  Btarted  like  a  guilty  thing,  although  a  mo- 
iient*8  reflection  aaaured  him  that  he  was  neither 
wrong  nor  in  danger.  "  I  cared  not  to  disturb  you," 
^  said,  **  although  I  did  come  as  far  as  the  door  of 
four  chamber,  fsupposed  your  friend  and  you  might 
pequira,  after  our  last  night's  revel,  rather  aleep  than 
scvemony.  I  left  my  own  bed,  though  a  rough  onoi 
arith  more  reluctance  than  usual ;  and  as  my  ooca- 
rione  oblige  me  to  be  an  early  traveller,  I  thought  it 
Mt  to  depart  without  leave-taking.  I  have  left  a 
token  for  mine  boat,  on  the  table  of  his  apartment" 

"It  was  unnecessaiy,"  aaid  Ganlesee;  **the  rascal 
■  already  overpaiiJ.^But  are  you  not  rather  prema- 
ture in  your  purpoeie  of  departing  7  My  mind  tells  me 
Ihat  Maater  Julian  Peveril  had  better  proceed  with 
Me  to  London,  than  turn  aside  for  any  purpose  what- 
iver.  You  may  aee  already  that  I  am  no  ordinary 
lerson,  but  a  master-spirit  of  the  time.  For  the 
luekoo  I  trav<d  with,  and  whom  I  indulge  in  his  pro- 
ttgal  foilicsi  he  also  has  his  uses.  But  you  are  of  a 
iinerentcast;  and  I  not  only  would  aerve  you,  but 
wen  wish  you  to  be  my  own." 

Julian  gazed  on  this  singular  person  when  he  spoke. 
We  hsve  ab«ady  aaid  his  figure  was  mean  and  slight, 
titfa  very  ordinary  "and  unmarked  features,  unless  we 
Rare  to  distinguish  the  lightnings  of  a  keen  gray  eye, 
ishicfa  corresponded,  in  its  careless  and  prideful  gianoe, 
sith  the  haughty  superiority  which  the  stranger  as- 
anned  in  his -conversation.  It  was  not  till  after  a 
bonncntary  pause,  that  Julian  replied,  **Can  you 
bonder,  sir,  thut  in  my  circumstances— if  they  are 
meed  known  to  you  ao  well  as  they  seem— I  should 
■dine  unnecessary  confidence  on  the  affiiirs  of 
hement  which  have  called  me  hither,  or  refuse  the 
■nspany  of  a  stranger,  who  aaaigna  no  reason  for 
Isiring  mine  7" 

**  Be  it  as  you  list,  young  man,"  answered  Oanlesse ; 

only  remember  hereafter,  you  had  a  fair  ofTer— it  is 
lipt  every  one  to  whom  I  would  have  made  it    If  we 
would  meet  hereafter,  on  other,  and  on  worse  terms, 
inmite  it  to  yourself,  and  not  to  me." 
^.  I  understand  not  your  threat"  answered  Peveril, 

if  a  tbteat  be  indeed  implied.  I  have  done  no  evil— 
I  feel  no  appiphanaion— and  I  cannot,  in  common 


aemv,  conceive  vrhy  I  shonFd  suflfer  for  rsfhsmg  mv 
confidence  to  a  stranger,  who  seoma  to  require  that  I 
ahdiild  submit  me  blindfold  to  his  guidance." 

"Farewell,  then,  Sir  Julian  of  the  Peak— that 
•T^rfy  soon  be,"  said  the  stranger,  removing  the  hand 
which  he  had  aa  yet  left  carcl^ly  on  the  horae'f 
bridle. 

"How  mean  you  by  that  phrase 7"  aaid  Julian; 
"and  why  apply  euch  a  title  to  mef* 

The  stranger  smilt^,  and  only  answered,  "Here our 
conference  etids.  The  way  is  before  you.  You  wilt 
find  it  longer  and  rougher  than  that  by  which  I  would 
have  guided  you." 

So  saying,  Oanleaae  turned  Jits  back  and  walked 
towarda  the  house.  On  the  threshold  he  turned 
about  onoe  more,  and  seeing  that  Peveril  had  not 
yet  moved  from  the  spot,  he  again  amiied  and  beck- 
oned to  him}  but  Julian,  recalled  by  that  sign  to 
recollection,  spurred  his  hor8e»  and  set  forward  on  hie 
journey. 

It  was  not  long  ere  Ifis  local  acquaintance  with 
the  country  enabled  him  to  regain  the  road  to  Mar 
tindale,  from  which  he  had  diverged  on  the  precedinf 
evening  for  about  two  milea.  But  the  roods,  or  rather 
the  patha  of  thia  wild  country,  so  much  satiriaed  by 
their  native  poet,  Cotton,  were  so  complicated  in 
Bome  places,  so  difficult  to  be  traced  in  othera,  and  ao 
unfit  for  haaty  travelling  in  almost  all,  that,  in  spite 
of  Julian'a  utmost*exertions,  and  though  he  made  no 
longer  delay  upon  the  journey  than  was  neceasary  to 
bait  his  horse  at  a  small  hamlet  through  which  he 
passed  at  noon,  it  was  nightfall  ere  he  reached  an 
eminence,  from  which,  an  hour  sooper.  the  bsttle- 
ments  of  Martindale  Caatle  would  have  been  visible  i 
and  where^  when  they  were  hid  in  night,*  their  sinia- 
tion  was  indicated  by  a  light  constantly  maintained 
in  a  lofty  tower,  called  the  Warder'a  Turret :  and  which 
domeatic  beacon  had  acquired,  through  all  the  neigh- 
bourhood, the  nameOf  PeveriPs  Pole-star. 

This  was  rcguleriy  kindled  at  curfew  toll,  and  mn* 
plied  with  as  much  wood  and  charcoal  aa  maintained 
the  light  till  sunrise  |  and  at  no  period  was  the  cere- 
monial omitted,  saviM  during  the  space  intervening 
between  the  death  of  a  Lord  of  the  Castle  and  hw 
interment  When  this  last  event  fasd  Uken  plaoe^ 
the  nightly  beacon  was  rekindled  with  some  cere- 
mony, and  continued  till  fote  called  the  successor  to 
sleep  with  his  fathers.  It  is  not  known  from  what 
circumstance  the  practice  of  maintaining  thia  light 
originally  sprung.  Tradition  apoke  of  it  doubtfidly. 
Some  fnooght  it  was  the  signal  of  general  hospi« 
tality,  which,  in  ancient  times,  guided  the  wandering 
knight,  or  the  weary  pilgrim,  to  rest  and  refresh- 
ment. Others  spoke  of  it  as  a  "love-lighted  watch* ' 
fire,"  bjr  which  the  provident  anxiety  of  a  former  lady 
of  Martindale  guided  hcS"  husband  homeward  through 
the  terrors  of  a  midnight  storm.  The  less  fsvourabia 
ponstructkin  of  unfriendly  neighbours  of  the  dissent- 
ing persuasion,  ascribed  the  origin  and  continuance 
of  this  practice,  to  the  assuming  pride  of  the  family 
of  Peveril,  who  thereby  chdse  to  intimate  their  ancient 
mzeraintS  over  the  whole  country,  in  the  manner 
of  the  admiral,  who  carriea  the  lantern  in  the  poop, 
for  the  guidance  of  the  fleet  And  in  the  former 
times,  our  old  friend,  Maater  Solsgrace,  dealt  from 
the  pulpit  many  a  hard  hit  against  Sir  Oeoffrey,  as 
he  thathad  raiaed  his  horn  and  set  up  his  candlestick 
on  ihigh.  Certain  it  is,  that  aH  the  PoVerila,  from 
father. to  son,  had  been  especially  attentive,  to  the 
maintenance  of  thia  custom,  as  something  intimately 
connected  with  the  dignfty  of  their  family;  and  in  the  • 
handa  of  Sir  GeoffTrey,  the  observance  was  not  likely 
to  be  omitted. 

Accordingly,  the  polar-star  of  Peveril  had  continued 
to  beam  more  or  less  brightly  during  all  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  the  Civil  War;  and  glimmered,  however 
faintly,  during  the  subsequent  period  of  Sir  Oeofirey's 
depression.  But  he  was  oflen  heard  to  say,  and  somo- 
times  to  swear,  that  while  there  was  a  pertfh  of  wood- 
land \eft  to  the  estate,  the  old  beacon-grate  should 
not  lack  replenishing.  All  this  his  son  Julian  well 
kncMr;  and  ilierefore  it  was  with  no  oHinary  feelings 
of  surprise  and  anxiety,  that  looking  m  the  direction 
of  tho  Caatle,  he  perceived  that  the  light  was  nc, 
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visible.  H«  halte<)**-nil>HGd  hia  eye^^Bhifted  his  poei-  | 
(ion— ai](i  endeavoured,  in  ^ain.  to  pursumie  himself 
that  ho  had  mistaken  ilieppini  Iroiii  which  the  pcflor* 
•taT  of  his  house  was  visible,  or  ihoi  poine  newly 
Intervening  obstacle,  the  growth  of  a  plantation,  per- 
,  iiap.s^  or  the  erection  of  some  buildinp,  intercepted 
the  U^hi  of  the  beacon.  But  a  moment's  rt^tlection 
OMured  him,  that  from  the  high  and  free  siiuniion 
which  Martindaie-Castle  bore  in  reference  to  the  sur- 
rounding country,  this  could  not  have  taken  place; 
and  ih^  inference  necessarily  forced  itself  upon  his 
mindi  that  Sir  Geolfrey,  his  father,  was  either  de* 
ceased,  or  that  the  fanuly  must  hav^  been  disttu-bed 
by  some  strange  calamity  under  the  pressure  of 
whicii  their  wonted  custom  and  solemn  usage  had 

'  been  neglected. 

Under  the  influence  of  undcfinable, apprehension, 

'  young  Peveril  now  struck  the  spurs  into  his  jaded 
steed,  and  forcing  him  down  thfs  broken  and  steep  path 
fit  a  pace  which  set  safety  at  defiance,  he  arrived  at 
the  village  of  Martindalc-Moultrassie,  eagerly  desir- 

'  ous  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  this  ominous  eclipse. 
The  street,  through  which  his  tired  horse  paced  slow 
and  reluctantly,  was  now  deserted  ai>d  empty ;  and 
scarcely  a  candle  twinkled  from  a  casement,  except 
from  the  latticed  window  of  the  litUe  inn,  called  the 
Peveril  Arms,  from  which  a  broad  light  shone,  and 
several  voices  were  heard  in  rude  festivity. 

Before  the  door  of  thitf  inn,  the  jaded  palfrev,  guided 
by  the  instinct  or  experience  which  makes  a  hackney 
well  acquainted  with  the  outside  of  a  house  of  enter- 
tainment, made  so  sudden  and  determined  a  pause, 
thai,  notwithstanding  his  haste,  the  nder  thought 
it  best  to  dismount,  expecting  to  be  readily  supplied 
tvith  a  fresh  horse  by  Kofier  Koine,  the  landlotxi^  the 
ancient  dependant  of  hia  family.  He  also  fished 
to  relieve  nis  anxiety,  by  inquiring  conoeming  the 
vtate  of  things  at  the  Castle^  when  ne  was  surprised 
to  hear,  bursujig  from  the  tap-room  of  the  loyal  old 
host,  a  well  known  sonj^  of  the  Commonwealth 
time,  which  some  puritanical  wag:  bad,  written  in 
reprcniension  of  the  Cavaliers,  and  their  dissolute 
courses^  and  in  whick  his  father(pame  in  lor  « lash  of 
(he  satirist. 

"  Ye,thouirlit  in  tbs  worid  there  was  no  power  to  tarns  t^i 
So  yt^u  tippled  and  dr«bb'd  till  ihe  aainu  overcoine  ye ; 
*Fonioolh/  and  '.Ne'er  ttir,*  »itf  have  vanqtiish'd  'O-d— n 
ne,* 

Which  Dikbodr  can  dear. 

*' Tliera  wtt«  bluff  old  Sir  Qeattny  loved  brandr  aod  nram  well, 
•  And  to  see  a  be<jr-glaM  tura'd  over  the  thumb  well ; 
Oat  lie  fled  like  the  wind,  before  FarrAix  end  CromwiBlI, 

Which  nobodj  can  denjp.  / 

Some  strange  revolution,  Julian  was  aware,  must 
have  taken  place,  both  in  the  village,  and  in  the  Cas- 
tle, ere  theee  sounds  of  unseemly  insult  could  have 
been  poured  forth  in  the  very  inn  which  was  decorated 
xk-fh  the  armorial  bearings  of  his  family;  and  not 
knowing  how  far  it  might  1^  advisable  to  mtrude  on 
these  unfriendly  revellers,  wiiliout  the  power  of  re^ 
pelling  or  chastising  their  hisolcnce,  lie  led  his  horse 
To  a  back-door,  which,  as  he  recollected,  communi- 
cated with  the  landlord's  apartment,  having  deter- 
mmed  to  make  private  inquiry  of  him  concerning 
the  state  of  matters  at  the  Castle.  He  knocked 
repeatedly,  and  af|  often  called  on  Roger  Raine  with 
au  earnest  hut  stifled  voice.  At  length  a  female  voice 
replied,  by  cne  usual  inquiry,  "Who  is  there?" 

IiisX,  Dame  Raine— I,  Julian  Peveril— (ell  your 
husband  to  come  to  me  presently." 

*' Alack,  and  a  well-a-day,  Master  Julian,  if  it  be 
really  you— you  /ire  to  know  my  poor  goodnian  has 
gone  where  he  can  come  to  no  one ;  but.  doubtless, 
we  shall  all  go  to  him,  as  Matthew  Cuamberlaiii 
■ays." 

''  He  is  dead,  then  T  said  Julian.  "  I  am  extreme^ 

"Dead  six  months  and  more.  Master  Julian}  and 
let  me  tell  you,  it  is  a  long  time  for  a  lone  woman, 
as  Matt  Chmnberlain  says?' 

"Well,  do  you  or  your  chamberlain  undo  the  dpor, 
I  want  a  fresh  horse,  and  1  want  to  Irnow  Lc^  things 
are  ai  the  Castle." 


>day^ 

thew  CharaberJain— I  aay,  Moti !" 

Malt  Chamberlain  apparentiv  was  at  no  lereat  ifi^ 
lani.'e,  for  be  presently  aaawered  ber  call ;  aad  Pei^- 
nl,  as  he  stood  close  to  the  dooiy,  could  hear  iheai 
whispering  to  each  other,  and  diatinguiah  in  a  Hfeat 
measure  what, they  said.  And  here  it  may  be  ncMioed 
that  Dame  Raine,  accustomed  to  submit  to  the  aatba- 
rity  of  old  Roger,  who  vindicated  as  waU.the  ha» 
bajnd' a  domcHic  prerogative,  as  that  of  the  iDODainA 
in  the  atate,  had,  whea  left  i^  buxom  widow,  been  so 
far  incommoded  by  the  exeraae  of  ber  newly  scquM 
indepeodenoc,  that  she  had  reooniree,  upon  all  oeca 


sions,  to  the  advice  of  Matt  Chamberiam: . 

Matt  began  no  k>nger  to  go  slipshod,  ana  in  a  ted 
nightcap,  but  wore  Spanish  anoes;  and  a  nigfa*erowBd 


beaver,  (at  least  <^  a  Suadair,)  and 

called  Master  Matthew,  by  bis  feUow-servaoita,  ths 
neighbours  in  the  village  arpied  a  speedy  ehonfge  ofite 
name  on  the  sign-post ;  nay,  perhapskof  the  verysiga 
itself  for  Matthew  was  a  oit  oC  a  Pmitaii,  and  as 
friend  to  Puvenl  of  the  Peok. 

**  Now  counsel  me^  an  y^a  be  a  man.  Matt  CkaB- 
beriain,"  said  Widow  Ratne;  "for  neiver  atir,  if 
here  be  not  Master  Jdian'e  own  aeif,  and  he  waoti i 
horse,  and  what  not,  and  all  aa  if  thinga  were  as  thy 
wont  to  be." 

"  Why,  dame,  an  ye  will  walk  by  my  coaoseL"  saii 
the  Chamberlain,  e'en  ehake  him  ofi^let  bin  to 
jogging  while  hia  boots  are  gnen.  This  is  no  -woU 
for  tblks  to, scalddheir  fingers  in  other  fiolka'  bn 

"  And  tnat  is  wM  spoken,  truly,"  answered  I 
Raine  t  "  but  then,  k>ok  you.  Matt,  we  haiw  < 
their  oread,  and,  aa  my  poor  goodnaan   aaad  n 
say" 

''Nay,  nay,  dame,  they  thai  walk  by  the  eamami al 
the  dead,  shall  have  none  of  the  livinfl^;  and  aa  yoa 
may  do  aa  you  W'A;  but  if  yon  will  waHt&fBOO^ 
diop  latch,  and  draw  bolt,  and  bid  him  aock  faaiien 
farther*-that  ia  my  oounseL" 

"  I  desire  nothing  of  you,  eirrah,"  snl  Fevenl, 
"  save  but  to  know  now  Sir  Geoffrey  aid  kos  bdf 

dor  , 

"  Lack-a-day  1— laak-a-day  1"  in  a  tone  of  ayaiva- 
thy,  was  the  only  answer  he  reeeived  from  tha  laad- 
lady ;   and  the  converaatbn  betwixt  her  and  I0 . 
chamberlain  waa  resumed,  but  in  a  tone  loo  lew  loki 
overheard. 

At  length.  Matt  Chambetlain  apoke  aloud,  and  wife 
a  tone  ot,  authority  t  "  We  undo  no  deora  at  tbie  tiai 
of  night,  for  it  ia  against  the  Juattoeai*  onlei&  arf 
might  cost  us  our  IicenBei  and  for  tbeCaetle,^ 
road  up  to  it  lies  before  yoa,  and  I  think  yon  knovf 
as  well  as  we  do." 

"And  I  know  you,"  aaid  Peveril,  remoanttns  lai 
wesried  horse,  "  for  an  ungratefiil  chuilr  whom,  m 
the  first  opportunity,  I  will  asamedly  cudgd  ie  a 
mummjr." 

To  this  metiBce  Matthew  made  no  reply,  and  Peve» 
ril  presently  heard  him  leave  the  aparunent,  after  • 
few  eaniest  words  betwixt  him  and  oia  nuati 

Impatient  at  this  delay,  and  at  the  evil 

plied  ni  these  people's  convert tioD  and  du, 

Peveril,  after  some  vain  spurring  of  hia  horsey 

positively  refused  to  move  a  step  farther^  dismi     

once  more,  and  was  about  to  purstie  hse  jonraey  e* 
foot,  notwithstanding  the  extreme  dfaadvantane  bbk 
der  which  the  high  riding-boota  of  the  pmod  laal 
those  who  attempted  to  walk  with  auch  enan^ 
brances,  when  he  waa  stopped  by  a  gentle  cali  bom, 
the  window. 

Her  counsellor  was  no  sooner  gon&  than  the  aeodk 
naturcr  and  habitual  veneration  of  the  dame  far  the 
house  of  Peveril,  and  nerhapa  some  fear  liar  her  co—' 
sellor's  bones,  iiiduoed  her  to  open  the  caaament,  aaA* 
cry,  but  in  a  low  and  timid  tone,  "Hist  J  hiatl  Ma^ 
ter  Julian— be  you  gone  7" 

"Not  yet,  dame7'  said  Julian;  "thooe^  it  mvuntr 
my  stay  is  unwelcome." 

^'  Nay,  but  good  young  master,  it  ia  becanea  dnB' 
counsel  so  diHerently;  tor  here  waa  ray  poor  di 
Roger  Raine  would  have  thought  the  chimncj^ 
corner  too  pold  for  you ;  and  here  is  Matt  Cham» 
berlain  thinks  the  cola  %x>urt-yard  ia  warm  eoou^' 
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"  NenftT  mind  ihat  dame,"  ssid  Julian :  "  do  but 

only  tell  rnc  what  has  happened  at  Uartindak  Castle  1 
I  see  the  beacon  is  extinguiahed."' 
"Is  it  in  troth ?— ay,  like  enoufrfi—then  epod  Sir 

GeoflVey  is  gone  to  Heaven  with  my  ola  Roger 
Hainc ! ' 

**  Sacred  Heaven  V*  exclaimed  Peveril ;  **  when  waa 
my  father  taken  ill  T' 

^* Never,  as  I  knows  of;**  said  the  dame;  "buf^ 
abouMhree  hours  since,  arrived  a  party  at  the  Castle, 
with  bufT-coats  and  bandoleers,  and  one  of  ibe  Parlia- 
ment's folks,  like  in  Oliver's  time.  My  old  Roger 
Raine  would  have  shut  the  gates  of  the  inn  against 
them,  but  he  is  in  the  churchyard,  and  Matt  says  it  is 
against  law ;  and  so  they,  came  in  and  refreshra  men 
and  horse,  and  sent  for  Master  Bridgenortb,  that  is  at 
Moultrassie-Hall  even  now  i  and  so  they  went  up  to 
the^Castle,  and  there  was  a  fray,  it  is  like,  as  the  ok) 
ICnight  was  no  man  to  take  napping,  as  pooj*  Roger 
Raine  used  to  say.  Always  the  officers  had  the  best 
on'C ;  and  reason  there  is,  smce  they  had  law  of  their 
side,  as  our  Matthew  says  But  smce  the  pole-star 
of  the  Castle  is  out,  as  your  honour  says,  why,  doubt- 
less the  old  gentleman  is  dead." 

"  Gracious  Heaven  I— I>ear  Dame,  for  love  or  gold, 
let  me  have  a  horse  to  make  for  the  Castle  V* 

''  The  Castle  1"  said  the  Dame;  "  the  Roundheads, 
as  my  poor  Roger  calledi  them,  will  kill  you  as  they 
have  killed  your  father!  Better  creep  into  the  wooa- 
housd,  and  I  will  send  Bett  with  a  blanket  and  some 
tapper— Or  stay— my  old  Dobbin  stands  in  the  little 
•table  beside  the  hen-coop— e'en  take  him,  and  make 
the  best  of  your  way  out  of  the  country,  for  there  is  no 
nfety  here  for  you.  Hear  what  songs  some  of  them 
an  singing  at  the  tap!— so  take  Dobbin,  and  do  not 
Coitct  to  leave  your  own  horse  instead." 

Peveril  waited  Lo  hear  no  farther,  only,  that  [ust  as 
be  turned  to  go  of!  to  the  stable,  the  compassionate 
iemaie  was  heard  to  exclaim.—  O  Lordl  what  will 
Matthew  Chamberlain  sayl"  but  instantly  added, 
^Let  him  say  what  he  will,  I  may  dispose  oT  what*s 
my  own." 

with  the  haste  of  a  double-feed  hostler  did  Julian 
^change  the  equipmentsof  his  jaded  brute  with  poor 
[>obbin  who  stood  quietly  tugging  at  his  rackful  of 
lay,  without  dreaming  of  the  business  which  was 
hat  night  destined  for  him.  Notwithstanding  the 
larkness  of  the  place,  Julian  succeeded  marvellous 
(uickly  in  preparmg  for  his  journey ;  and  leaving  his 
|kwn  iiorse  to  lindjts  way  to  Dobbin's  rack  by  instinct, 
le  leaped  upon  his  new  acquisition,  and  spurred  him 
iharply  agamst  the  hill,  which  rises  steeply  from  the 
riUnge  to  the  Castle.  Dobbin,  little  accustomed  to 
loch  exertiobs,  snorted,  panted,  and  trotted, as  briskly 
IB  he  could,  until  at  length  he  brought  his  rider  before 
heea  trance-gate  of  his  fathesls  ancient  sent. 

The  moon  was  now  rising,  out  the  portal  was  bid- 
ten  from  its  beams,  being  situated  as  we  have  men- 
V)ned  elsewhere,  in  a  deep  recess  betwixt  two  large 
tanking  towers.  Peveril  oismountad.  turned  his  horse 
OK>se.  .and  advanced  to  the  gate,  which,  oontrar^to 
lis  expectation,  he  found  open,  tie  entered  the  \Jf^ 
»urt-vard ;  and  could  then  perceive  that  lights  yet 
vrinkled  in  the  lower  part  of^  the  building,  although 
le  bad  not  before  observed  them,  owing  to  the  height 
if  the  outward  walls.  The  main  door,  or  meet  hall- 
tate,  as  it  was  called,  was,  since  the  partially  decayed 
Hate  of  the  family,  seldom  opened,  save  on  occasions 
)f  particular  ceremony.  A  smaller  postern  door  served 
he  purpose  of  ordinary  entrance ;  and  to  that  Julian 
x>w  repaired.  This  also  was  open— a  circumstauce 
ivhich  would  of  itself  have  alarmed  him,  had  ho  not 
^beady  had  so  many  causes  for  spprehension.  His 
Mart  sunk  within  him  as  he  turned  to  the  left,  through 

tiall  outward  hall,  towards  the  great  parlour,  which 
family  usually  occupied  as  a  sitting  apartment ; 
^  bis  alarm  became  still  greater,  when,  on  a  nearer 
l^roach,  he  heard  proceeding  from  thence  the  niur- 
laar  of  several  voices.  He  threw  the  door  of  the  apart- 
ment wide ;  and  liie  sight  which  was  thus  displayed, 
trarranted  all  the  evil  bodiogs  which  be  had  enter- 
.aiued. 

Iq  frunt  of.  him  stood  the  old  Knight,  whose  arms 
were  strongly  secured,  over  me  elbowtt,  b)  a  lei:them 


belt  drawn  tkht  nnmd  them,  and  m«de  fast  behind  i 
two  ruffianly-lool^ingnen,  apparentlf  hisguardst  baa 
hold  of  his^doublet.    The  scabbardless  sword  which 


lay  on  the  floor,  and  the  empty  sheath  which  hung  by 
Sir  Oeoffiney's  side,  showed  the  stout  old  Cavalier  had 
not  been  reduced  to  this  slate  of  bondage  without  an 
attempt  at  resistance.  Two  or  three  persona  having 
their  becks  tamed  towards  Julian,  sat  rounp  a  table, 
and  appeared  engaged  in  writing-^the  voices  which, 
he  had  nrand  were  theiia,  as  they  murmured  to  each 
other.  Lady  Peveril— the  emblem  of  death,  so  pallid 
was  her  countenance— stood  at  the  distance  of  a  yard 
or  two  from  her  hiiahand,  apon  whom  her  eyes  were 
fixed  with  an  hitenaenessof  gaxe.  like  that  of  one  who 
k)oks  her  lasc  on  the  obje|Ot  which  she  loves  the  best. 
She  was  the  first  to  perceive  Julian  j  and  sheexelaim- 
ed,  "  Merciful  Heaven  I-^my  son !— the  misery  of  our 
house  is  complete  1" 

"  My  son  1''  echoed  Sir  Gleoffrey,  stsrting  fxora  the 
sullen  state  of  dtyection,  and  swearing  a  deep  oath— > 
"  thou  art  oome  in  the  right  time,  Julian.  Strike  me 
one  good  blow— cleave  me  that  traitorous  thief  from 
the  crown  to  the  brisket  I  and  that  done,  I  care  not 
what  comes  next." 

The  stg;ht  of  bis  father's  situation  made  the  son 
forget  the  inequality  of  theconteat  which  he  wasabou* 
to  provoke. 

Villains,"  he  said,  "  unhand  him  1"  and,  rushl^g     ' 
on  the  guards  with  his  drawn  sword,  compelled  them 
to  let  go  Sir  Geofiiey,  and  stand  on  their  own  de- 
fence. 

Sir  Geoffrey  thus  far  liberated,  shouted  to  his  lady. 
"  Undo  the  belt,  dame»  and  we  will  have  three  good 
blows  for  it  yet— they  must  fight  well  that  beat  ooth 
father  and  son  I" 

But  one  of  those  men  who  hail  started  up  from  the 
writing-table  when  the  fi'ay  commenced,  prevented  « 
Lady  Peveril  fit>m  tendering  her  husband  this  aasist- 
anoe :  while  another  easily  mastered  the  hampered 
Knight,  though  not  without  receiving  several  sevens 
kicks  from  his  heavy  boots— his  condition  permitting 
him  no  other  mode  of  defence.  A  third,  who  saw  that 
Julian,  young,  active,  and  animated  with  the  fury  oi 
a  son  who  fights  for  his  parents,  was  compelling  the 
two  guards  to  give  ground,  seized  on  his  collar,  and 
attempted  to  master  his  sword.  Suddenly  dropping 
that  weapon,  and  snatehing  one  of  his  pistols,  Julian 
fired  it  at  the  head  of  the  person  by  whom  he  waa 
thus  assailed.  He  did  not  drop,  but.  staggering  back 
as  if  he  bad  received  a  severe  blow,  showed  Peveril,  aa 
he  sunk  into  a  chair,  the  fbatures  of  old  Bridgenortb, 
blackened  with  the  explosion,  which  had  even  set  five 
to  a  part  of  bis  gray  hair.  A  cry  of  astonishment 
escaped  from  Julian }  and  in  the  alarm  and  horror  of 
the  moment,  he  was  easily  secured  and  disarmed  by 
those  with  whom  be  had  been  at  first  engaged. 
.  "HeM  it  not,  Julian,"  said  Sir  Geottrey;  *^heed 
It  not,  my  brave  boy— that  shot  has  balanced  all 
accomptsl— but  how— what  the  devil— he  lives!— 
Was  your  pistol  loaded  with  chaff?  or  has  the  foul 
fiend  given  him  proof  against  lead  7  ' 
, ,  There  was  some  reason  for  Sir  Geoffrey's  surprise 
since,  as  he  spoke.  Major  Bridgenorth  collected  him- 
self—sat  up  in  the  chair  as  one  who  recovera  from  a 
stunning  blow— then  rose,  and  wiping  with  his  hand- 
kerchief the  marks  of  the  explosion  from  his  faosb 
he  approached  Julian,  and  said,  in  the  same  cold  un« 
altered  tone  in  which  he  usually  expressed  himself 
**  Young  man,  you  have  reason  to  oless  Grod,  who 
has  this  day  saved  you  horn  the  commission  of  a 
great  crime." 

"  Bless  the  devil,  ye  crop-eared  knave  I"  exclaimed 
Sir  Geofirpy ;  "for  nothing  less  thsn  the  father  of  all 
fanadcs  saved  your  brains  from  being  blown  about 
like  the  rinsings  of  Beelzebub's  porri<Ige-pot!" 

"  Sir  Geofirey,"  said  Major  Bridgnnorth,  "  I  have 
already  told  you,  that  with  you  I  will  hold  no  aig»* 
ment ;  for  to  you  I  am  not  accountable  for  any  oi  mf 
actions." 

"Master  Bridgenorth,"  sai|i  the  bidy,  making  a 
strong  effort  to  speak,  and  to  speak  with  calmness, 
"whatever  revenge  your  Chnstian  state  of  con- 
science may  permit  you  to  tal^e  on  my  husban*}— 1— 
&,  who  have  aome  rigLt  to  f  \perienoe  oompassMMk  at 
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TOUT  liand,  for  most  ainoereV  dM  I  eomptssionate 
yoa  wheo  the  hand  of  Heaven  was  heavjr  on  you— I 
hnplore  you  not  to  involve  my  ton  in  our  common 
mm  I— L^t  the  destruction  of  the  father  and  mother, 
with  the  ruin  of  our  ancient  house,  satisfy  your  re- 
sentment for  sny  wrong  which  you  have  ever  received 
at  my  husband^s  hand?' 

'*Hold  your  peace,  housewife."  said  the  Knight  i 
*'you  speak  like  a  fool,  and  meddle  with  what  con- 
oems  yoQ  not.— Wrong  at  mjf  hand  ?  The  cowardly 
knave  has  ever  had  but  even  too  much  right  Had  I 
cudgelled  the  cur  soundtv  when  he  first  bayed  at  me, 
the  cowardly  mongrel  had  been  now  crouching  at 
my  foet,  instead  of  flying  at  my  throat.  But  if  I  get 
through  this  action,  as  I  have  got  through  worse 
weather,  I  will  pay  off*  old  scores,  ss  far  as  tough 
crab-tree  and  oold  iron  will  bear  me  out." 

"Sir  Geoflfrey,"  replied  Bridgenorth,  "if  the  birth 
yon  boast  of  has  made  you  blind  to  better  principles. 
It  might  have  at  least  taught  3^'on  civility.  What  do 
you  complain  of  1  I  am  a  magistrate ;  and  I  execute 
a  warrant,  addressed  to  me  bv  the  first  authority  in 
the  state.  I  am  a  creditor  also  of  yours ;  and  law 
arms  me  with  powers  to  recover  my  own  property 
from  the  hands  of  an  improvident  debtor." 

"You  a  magistrate!"  said  the  Knight;  "much 
such  a  magistnite  as  Noll  was  a  monarch.'  Your 
heart  is  up,  I  warrant,  because  you  have  the  King's 
pardon ;  and  are  reploced  on  the  bench,  forsooth,  to 
persecute  the  poor  Papist  There  was  never  turmoil 
in  the  state,  but  knaves  had  their  vantage  by  it— never 
pot  boiled,  but  the  scum  was  cast  uppermost" 

"  For  God's  sake,  my  dearest  husband,"  said  Lady 
Peveril,  "cease  this  wud  talkMt  cannot  but  incense 
Master  Bridgenorth,  who  might  otherwise  consider, 
that  in  common  charity" 

"Incense  himl"  snid  Sir  Geoffrey,  impatiently 
interrupting  her:  " Grod*s-deatlf,  madam,  you  will 
drive  me  mad !  Have  you  lived  so  long  in  this  wprld, 
and  yet  expect  consideration  and  charity  from  an  old 
starved  wolf  like  thati  And  if  he  had  it,  do  you  think 
.that  I,  or  you,  madam,  as  Tny  wife,  lire  suojects  for 
his  chaTity?— Julian,  my  poor  fellow,  I  am  sorry  thou 
hast  come  so  unluckily,  since  thy  petronel  was  not 
better  loaded— but  thy  credit  is  lost  for  ever  a^  a 
marksman." 

Tnis  angry  colloquy  passed  so  rapidly  on  all  sidea 
that  Julian,  scarce  recovered  from  the  extremity  01 
astonishment  with  which  be  was  overwhelmed  at 
fihding  himself  suddenly  plungqd  into  a  situation  of 
such  extremity,  had  no  time  to  consider  in  what  way 
he  could  most  efTcctually  act  for  the  succour  of  his 
parents.  To  speak  Bridgenorth  fair,  seemed  the  more 
prudent  course:  but  to  this  his  pride  could  hardly 
stoop ;  yet  he  forced  himself  to  say,  with  as  much 
calmness  as  he  could  assume,  "  Master  Bridgenorth. 
since  you  net  as  a  magistrate,  I  desire  to  be  treated 
according  to  the  laws  of  England;  and  demand  to 
know  uf  what  we  are  accused,  and  by  whose  autliority 
we  are  arrest^  V* 

"Here  is  onother  howlet  for  ye!"  exclaimed  the 
ifnpetuoiis  old  Knight:  "his  mother  speaks  to  a 
Puritan  of  charity;  ana  thon  must  talk  of  law  to  a 
roundheaded  rebel,  with  a  wannion  to  you!  What 
warrant  h^th  he,  think  ye,  beyond  the  Parliament's  or 
the  devil's?" 

"Who  speaks  of  the  Parliament  1"  said  a  person 
entering,  whom  Peveril  recognised  as  the  oflicial 
person  whom  he  had  before  seen  at  the  horsc'dealcr's, 
and  who  now  bustled  in  with  all  the  conscious  dig- 
nity of  plenary  authority,— "Who  talks  of  the  Par- 
liament'?" he  exclaimed.  "I  promise  you,  enough 
has  been  found  in  this  house  to  convict  twenty  plot- 
ters—Here be  arms,  and  thai  good  store.  Bring  them 
ill.  Caplnin." 

*'The  very  same,"  exclaimed  the  Captain,  ap- 
(iroaching,  "which  I  mention  in  my  printed  Narra- 
tive of  Information,  lodged  before  the  Honourable 
House  of  Commons;  they  were  commissioned  from 
jid  Vander  Huys  of  Rotterdam,  by  onlere  of  Don 
lohn  of  Austria,  for  the  service  of  the  Jesuits." 

"Now,  by  ihis  light,"  said  Sir  Geoffrey,  "  they  are 
ttie  pikes,  musketoons,  und  pistols,  that  have  Doen 
h)dien  in  the  ganet  ever  since  Naseby  fight !" 
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"And  here,"  saM  the  Captain^s  yoke-fellow, Ew- 
rett,  "are  proper  priest's  trappings— antiphonen, tad 
missals,  and  copes,  I  warrant  you— ar,  and  praps 
pictures,  too,  for  Papists  to  mutter  and  bowom." 

"Now  plague  on  thy  snuffling  whine," n^  Sir 
GeofTrey ;  "  here  is  a  rascal  will  swear  nif  gnai> 
mother^B  oM  farthingale  to  be  priest's  vesttnenti,  ud 
the  story  book  of  OwIeqspiegeL  a  Popiak  missaJr 

"But  how's  this,  Master  Rndgenorthr'nidTv- 
ham,  addressing  the  magistrate:  "your  bomorni 
been  as  busy  as  we  ha  ve ;  and  you  nave  caught  sootkr 
knave  while  we  recovered  these  toys." 

**I  think,  sir,"  said  Julian,  "if  you  logk  intojoer 
warrant,  which,  if  I  mistake  not,  names  the  peim 
whom  you  are  directed  to  arrest,  yoa  will  Sm  }« 
have  no  title  to  apprehend  me." 

"  Sir,"  said  the  officer,  puffing  with  hnpoftiM^ 
"I  do  not  know  who  you  are;  but  I  wonkl  vonwae 
the  best  man  in  England,  that  I  micht  teach  jon  tie 
respect  due  to  the  warrant  of  the  House.  Sir,  tben 
steps  not  the  man  witHin  the  British  seai,  botlii 
arrest  him  on  authority  of  this  hit  of  parchment;  td 
1  do  arrest  you  accoitiiiigly.— What  do  yoa  wm 
him  of,  gentlemen  7" 


but  think  where;  buimyn^moryisnotwonhihi^ 
since  I  have  been  obliged  to  use  it  so  moch  of  lii&i 
the  behalf  of  the^poor  state.  But  I  do  know  the  fi} 
low ;  and  I  have  seen  him  amongst  the  Pi$istHI 
take  that  on  my  assured  damnation." 

"Why,  Captain  Dangerfield,"  said  thcCipMlJ 
smoother,  but  more  dangerous  a8sociale,-''wnfcr 
is  the  same  youth  whom  we  saw  at  the  bow-ff 
chant's  yesterday;  and  we  had  matter agtinff* 
then,  only  Master  Topham  did  not  deare  vi»m 
it  out."  , 

"  Ye  may  bring  out  what  ye  wfll  agaiwrtow*! 
said  Topham,  "for  he  hath  blaspheme! tM]*"" 
of  the  House.    I  think  ye  said  ye  saw  bb  w» 
where?"  .. 

"Ay,  verily,"  said  Everett,  "I  han  "wj™ 
amongst  the  seminary  pupils  at  Saint  Onier*-  w 
was  who  but  he  with  the  agents  there."  „   .,  - 

"  Nay,  Master  Everett,  coTlfsct  yourwdf,"  w»  W 
ham;  '^for,  as  I  think,  ymi  said  yoo  rtwhinsi 
consult  of  the  Jesuits  in  London.''^  .,  l.^ 

"It  was  I  said  so,  Master  Topham."  »»  ^W 
daunted  Dani*erfield;  "and  mine  is  the  tongue « 
will  swear  it."  .  -^ 

"Good  Master  Topham,"  saki  Bridgenoith,  "W 
may  suspend  farther  inquiry  at  preacnL  as  it  ij 
but  fatigue  and  perplex  the  memory  Of  the  W 
witnesses."  .     ,^ 

"You  are  wrong, sMaster  Bridgenorth-JBJ 
wrong.  It  doth  but  keep  them  in  wintr-gi 
breathes  them  like  greyhounds  before  a  ««" 
match."  .;jr 

"  Be  it  so,"  said  Bridgenorth,  with  hia  wrtJ2 
fsKnceof  manner;  "but  at  present  thisyoBUiaj 
sWnd  committed  Upon  a  warrant,  which '  f!^ 
sentlysign,  of  having  assaulted  mewhileradffifMJ 
of  my  duty  as  a  magistrate,  for  the  rescae  «  MJJ 
son  legally  attached.  Did  you  not  hear  the  !*!»»• 
a  pistol?" 

^'  I  will  swear  to  it,"  said  Everett.  ^^ 

"And  I,"  said  Dancerfteld.  "While  we  <• 
making  search  in  the  cellar,  I  heard  soroeth"»X*g 
like  a  pistol-shot;  but  I  conceived  ittobcJM^C 


ing  ofa  long-corked  boitle  of  sack,  to  se^,^5 
there  were  any  Ponish  relics,  in  the  inside  on  t.  ^ 

"  A  pistol-shot  r  exclaimed  Topham;   Jw J  "S 
have  been  a  second  Sir  Edmondsbuiy  GodJPy'J^TE 
ter.— Oh,  thou  real  spawn  of  the  red  oW  f«gPB;2 
he  too  would  have  resisted  the  House  s  w**^* 
had  we  not  taken  him  something  at  unaH-an*-- 
ter  Bridgenorth,  you  are  a  judicious  magi«r«y " 
worthy  servant  of  the  stute— 1  would  ^e  nno  w 
such  sound  Protestant  justices.    Shall '  "'^y 
young  fellow  away  with  his  papenta-:wn«' J" 
you  1  -or  will  you  keep  him  for  re-exaVninntion . 

"Master  Bndgenorth,"  said  Lady  PcveyUnJ 
of  hsr  husband's  efforts  to  interrupt  her,   toruv* 
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Mile,  if  ever  yoo  kiww  wliafc  jt  w«  td  Idveone  of  the 
inan^  children  you  have  loet^  or  her  who  is  wfw  Mt 
to  you,  do  not  parsoe  your  Tengeance  to  the  bloud  of 
my  poor  boy!  I  will  lowrive  you  ail  the  reat— all  the 
diitreaa  you  have  wrought— all  the  yet  greater  misery 
with  which  you  threaten  as;  but  no  not  be  extreme 
with  one  who  never  ean  have  offended  yon  I  Believe, 
tliat  if  your  ears  are  shut  asainst  the  cry  of  a  de- 
sairing  mother,  those  which  are  open  to  the  com- 
plaint of  all  who  sorrow,  will  hear  my  petition  and 
your  answer  f 

The  agony  of  mind  and  of  voice  with  which  Lady 
Peveril  nttered  these  woid&  seemed  to  thrill  through 
all  present,  though  most  of  them  were  but  too  moch 
inured  to  such  scene&  Every  one  was  silent,  when, 
osasing  to  speak,  she  fixed  on  Bridgenorth  her  eyes, 
glistening  with  tears,  with  the  eager  anxiety  of  one 
whoee  life  or  death  seemed  to  depend  upon  the  an- 
swer to  be  returned.  Even  Bridgenorth'a  inflexibility 
seamed  to  be  shaken  i  and  his  voice  was  tremokMis, 
as  he  answered,  "Madam,  I  would  to  Qod  I  had  the 
pnsent  means  of  reltevioa:  your  groat  distress,  other- 
wise than  by  recommending  to  you  a  relienoe  upon 
Providence ;  and  that  you  take  heed  to  yonr  spirit, 
tiiat  it  murmur  not  under  this  crook  in  your  lot  For 
me^  I  am  but  as  a  rod  in  the  hand  of  the  strong  man. 
which  smites  not  of  itself,  but  because  it  is  wielded 
by  the  arm  of  him  who  holds  the  same." 

**Rven  as  I  and  my  black  rod  are  guided  by  the 
Comnions  of  Rnglana,"  said  Master  Topham,  who 
•eemed  marveltotisly  pleased  with  the  illustration. 

Julian  now  thought  it  time  to  say  somethmg  in  his 
9wn  b«half ;  and  he  endeavoured  to  temper  it  with 
u  much  composure  as  it  was  possible  for  him  to  as- 
wme.  "Master  Bridgenorth."  be  said,  '*I  neither 
diflpate  your  authority,  nor  this  gentleman's  war- 
nof' 

"You  do  not?"  said  Topham.  "O  ho,  master 
youngster,  I  thought  we  should  bring  yon  to  your 
senses  presently  t*'^ 

"  Then,  if  yon  so  will  it  Master  Topham,"  said 
Bridgenorth.  ^  thus  it  shall  be.  You  shall  set  out 
with  early  day,  taking  with  you,  towarda  liondon. 
i|he  persons  of  Sir  Geoffrey  and  Lady  Peveril ;  and 
ihat  they  may  travel  according  to  their  quality,  you 
brill  allow  them^heir  ooach,  sufficiently  guarded." 
^  "  I  will  travel  with  them  myseli;"  said  Topham ; 
^  for  these  rough  Derbyahire  roads  are  no  easy  rid- 
ing I  and  my  very  eyes  are  weary  with  looking  on 
Iheee  bleak  hills.  In  the  coach  I  ean  sleep  as  sound 
SB  if  I  were  in  the  Houses  and  Master  Bodderbrains 
en  his  legs." 

^It  win  become  vou  so  to  take  your  eass^  Master 
TVpham,"  ati^wefed  Bridgenorth.  "  For  this  youth, 
I  will  take  him  under  my  charge^  and  bring  aim  up 
myself." 

^*  I  may  not  be  answerable  for  that  worthy  Master 
Bridgenorth,"  said  Topham,  **  since  he  comes  within 
the  wtirrant  of  the  House." 

**Nay,  but,"  said  Bridgenorth,  **he  is  only  under 
eustody  for  an  assault,  with  the  purpose  of  a  rescue ; 
and  I  counsel  you  against  meddling  with  him,  unless 
yen  have  stronger  guand.  Sir  Geoflrey  is  now  old 
and  broken,  but  this  young  fellow  is  in  the  flower  of 
his  youth,  and  hath  at  nis  beck  all  the  debauched 
young  Cavaliers  of  the  neighbourhood— You  will 
scarce  cross  the  country  without  a  rescue." 

Tspham  eyed  Julian  wistfiilly,  as  a  spider  may  be 
suppoeed  to  look  upon  a  stray  wasp  which  has  got 
into  his  wsb,  and  which  he  longs  to  secure,  though 
he  ^  ars  the  consequences  of  attemptinirhim. 

Jnven  himself  replied,  "  I  know  not  if  this  se^arar 
lion  fee  well  or  ill  meant  on  your  part.  Master  Bndfl»> 
Mrtn :  hut  on  mine^  I  am  only  desirous  to  sharo  toe 
im  of  my  parentsi  and  therefore  I  will  give  my 
«w  1  of  honour  to  attempt  neither  resooe  nor  eser- 
oa  <  onditwn  yon  do  not  separate  me  from  them." 

"Do  not  say  so,  Julian,*'  said  his  mother;  '^al  _ 
w'th  Master  Bridgsaorth--^y  mind  tells  me  he  can- 
r«oi  mean  so  ill  by  us  as  his  rough  conduct  Would  now 
Jt«d  us  to  infer." 

"And  I,'  said  Sir Oeoflfrey,  *'know,  that  between 
tU(*  doors  of  my  father's  house  and  the  gates  of  hell, 
ta^re  atepe  not  «wh  a  viUain  o»  the grouad!   And  if 


I  iiish  my  hands  ever  to  be  imbeand  again,  it  Is  be- 
cause 1  hope  for  one  downright  blow  st  a  gray  head, 
that  has  hatched  more  treason  than  the  whole  Long 
Parliament" 

"Away  with  theef  said  the  seaknis  officer;  "ia 
Psrlinment  a  word  for  so  foul  e  mouth  as  thine  1— 
Gentlemen,"  he  added,  turning  to  Everett  and  Dan- 
gerfieM.  ^yon  will  bear  witness  to  this.*' 

**T0  his  having  reviled  the  House  of  Commons— « 
V  ^^-d,  that  I  WUl  r*  said  Dangerfield  i  **I  wiU  take 
it  on  my  damnation." 

"And  venly,"  said  Everett,  "as  he  qpoke  ofPariia* 
ment  generaOv,  he  hath  even  contemned  the  Houae 
of  Lords  also."  % 

**  Why,  ye  poor  insigniflcant  wretches,"  saia  Sir 
Geofirey,  "whose' very  life  is  a  lie~-and  whose  bread 
is  perjury—would  you « pervert  my  innocent  words 
almost  as  soon  as  they  nave  quitted  my  lips  1  1  tell 
you  the  country  is  well  weary  of  yoo;  and  should 
Engliahmen  oome  to  then-  senses,  the  jail  the  pillory,  , 
the  whippiiig-post,  and  the  gibbet,  will  be  too  good 

Sreferment  for  such  base  blood-snckera— And  now, 
faster  Bridi^snorth,  you  and  they  may  do  your  worec : 
for  I  will  not  open  my  momh  to  utter  a  single  word 
while  I  ifm  in  the  company  of  such  knavea" 

"Perhaps  Sir  Geonrey,"  answered  Biidgsnorth, 
"  you  woiiki  better  have  consulted  your  own  safety  in 
adoptmg  that  resohitk>n  a  little  sooner— the  tofwoe 
iff  a  little  member,  but  it  causes  much  strife.— Yon, 
Master  JuHmi,  will  please  to  follow  me,  and  without 
remonstrance  or  resistance;  for  you  must  be  aware 
that  I  have  the  means  of  compeinng." 

Julian  was.  indeed,  but  too  sensible,  that  he  had  no 
other  course  but  that  of  submission  to  superior  force; 
but  ere  he  left  the  apartment,  he  kneeled  down  to 
receive  his  father's  blessing,  which  the  old  man  be- 
stowed not  without  s  tear  in  hia  eye,  and  in  the  em- 
phatic words,  **God  bless  thee,  mv  hoy;  and  keep 
thee  good  and  true  to  Church  and  King,  whatever 
wind  shall  bring  foul  weather!" 

^His  mother  was  only  able  to  pass  her  hand  over  . 
his  head,  and  to  implore  him,  in  a  low  tone  of  voice, 
not  to  be  rash  or  violent  in  any  attempt  to  render 
them  assistsnce.  "  We  are  innocent"  she  said,  "  my 
son— we  are  innocent— and  we  are  in  Ckxl's  hands. 
Be  the  th<nght  our  beet  comfort  and  protection." 

Bridgenorth  now  signed  to  Julian  to  follow  him, 
which  he  did.  accompanied,  or  rather  conducted,  by 
the  two  guards  who  bad  first  disarmed  him.  When 
they  haopassed  from  the  apartment,  and  were  at  the 
door  of  the  outward  halL  Bridgenorth  asked  Juliai: 
whether  he  shoiikl  consider  him  as  under  parole ;  in 
which  case,  he  said,  be  would  dispense  with  all  othei 
aecurity  but  his  own  promise. 

Peveril,  who  could  not  help  hopingsomewhat  from 
the  favourable  and  unteaentful  manner  in  which  be 
was  treated  by  one  whose  life  he  had  so  recently 
attempted,  replied,  without  hesiurion,  that  he  would 
give  his  parole  for  twemy-four  hours,  neither  to  at- 
tempt to  escape  by  furce  nor  by  flight 

"It  is  wisely  said,"  roplied  iridgenorth;  "for 
though  you'  mwht  caoae  bloodshed,  be  assured  that 
your  utmost  eflorts  could  do  no  service  m  your  pa- 
rents.—Horses  there— horses  to  the  court-yard !" 

The  trampling  of  the  horses  wss  soon  heard ;  and 
in  obedience  to  Bridgenorth's  signal,  and  in  compli- 
ance with  his  promise,  Julian  mounted  one  which 
waa  presented  to  him  and  prepared  to  leave  the 
house  of  his  fathers,  iu  which  bis  parenu  were  now 
prisoners,  and  to  go,  hr  knew  not  whither,  under  the 
custody  of  one  known  to  be  the  ancient  enemy  of  his 
family.  He  was  rather  Mirprised  at  observing,  that 
Bridgenorth  and  he  were  about  to  travel  without  any 
other  attendants. 

When  they  were  mounted,  and  as  they  rode  slowly 
towards  the  outer  gate  of  the  court-yard,  Bridgenorth 
said  to  him,  "  It  is  not  every  one  who  would  thus  un* 
teasnredly  commit  his  safety^  by  traveUins  at  night 
and  unaided,  with  the  hot-brained  youth  who  so 
lately  attempted  his  lifo." 

"  Master  Bridgenorth,"  said  Julian, "  I  might  tell  yon 
truly  that  I  knew  you  not  at  the  time  when  I  directeil 
my  weapon  against  you ;  but  I  must  also  add.  that  the 
oauso  in  which  1  used  it  mi^t  have  rendered  mr 
.      -  48* 
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e?en  had  I  kaowir  fon,  a  «1m^  re9«^  of  yoor  per- 

V    89D.    At  present,  I  do  know  you ;  and  have  Aether 

malice  against  your  peraoD.  nor  the  libmy  of  a  parent 

to  fight  tor.    Besides,  you  nave  mv  word;  and  when 

N  waa  a  Pevenl  known  to  break  it  7*^    . 

"  Ay.*'  replied  his  companion,  '*  a  Pevenl— a  Pa- 
Tcril  of  the  Peakl~-a  name  which  has  Ions  sounded 
like  a  war-trumpet  in  the  land  i  but  which  naa  now 
perhape  sounded  its  last  note*  Look  back,  young 
man^  on  the  darksome  turrets  of  your  father's  nouas, 
which  uplift  themselves  as  proudly  on  the  brow  of  tne 
hiU|  as  their  owners  raised  themselves  above  the  sons 
of  their  pNBople.  Think  upon  your  father,  a  captive— 
yourself  in  some  sort,  a  fugitive— your  light  quenched 
—your  glory  abased— *your  estate  wrecked  and  impo- 
vensheo.  Think  that  Providence  has  subjected  the 
deatinies  of  the  race  of  Peveiil  to  one^  whom,  in  thetr 
aristocratic  jpride,  they  held  aa  a  plebeian  upatart.— 
Thiikk  of  thia;  and  when  you  again  boast  of  your  an- 
oeatry.  remember,  that  he  who  raiaeth  the  lowly,  can 
alao  aoaae  the  high  in  heart" 

Jidiandid  indeSra  gaze  for  an  instant,  with  a  swell- 
.  ing  heart,  upon  the  aimly-seen  turrets  of  his  paternal 
mansion,  on  which  poured  the  moonlight,  mixed  with 
long  shadows  of  the  towers  and  trees.  But  while  he 
sadlr  acknowledged  the  truth  of  Bridgenorth's  obser- 
vation, befell  indignant  at  his  ill-limed  triumph.  "If 
fortune  had  followed  wordi,"  he  s^id.  "  the  Castle  of 
Martindalc^  and  the  nameof  PeveriL  had  afforded  no 
room  for  their  enemy  a  vainglorious  boast»  But  those 
who  have  stood  high  on  Fortune'a  wheel  must  abide 
by  the  consequence  of  its  revolutiona.  Thus  much  I 
will  at  least  aay  for  my  fatlier's  house^  that  it  has  not 
stood  nnhonoiired ;  nor  will  it  fall— if  it  ia  to  fallYUiH 
lamented.  Forbear,  then,  if  you  are  indeed  the  Chris- 
tian you  call  yuursdl^  to  ezuU  in  the  misfortunes  of 
others,  or  to  confide  m  your  own  prosperity.  If  the 
lil^t  of  our  house  be  now  quenched,  God  can  rekindle 
it  in  his  own  good  time.*' 

Pevenl  broke  oH'in  extreme  surprise;  for  as  he  spoke 
the  last  words,  the  bright  red  beams  of  the  family 
beacon  began  again  to  glimmer  from  ita  won  tod 
watch-tower,  checkering  the  pale  moon-beam  with  a 
ruddier  glow.  Bridgenorth  also  gazed  on  this  unex- 
pected nluBMnation  with  aurpnse,  and<Aot,  as  it 
seemed,  without  disquietude.  '*  Young  man,"  he  re- 
sumed, *'  it  can  acaroely  be  but  that  Heaven  intenda  to 
Mork  great  thinga  by  your  hand,  so  singularly  haa 
ti  at  augury  followed  on  your  words." 

So  saying,  he  pot  his  horse  once  more  in  motion ; 
and  looking  back,  from  time  to  time,  as  if  to  aasure 
himaelf  that  the  oeaoon  of  the  Castle  was  actually 
renndled,  ho  led  the  way  through  the  well-known 
paths  and  alleys,  to  his  own  houss  of  Moidtrassie, 
folbwod  by  Pevenl,  who,  although  sensible  that  the 
light  might  be  altogether  accidental,  could  not  but  re- 


ccm  as  a  good  omen  an  event  so  intimately  connectod 
with  the  traditiona  and  usagaa  of  his  family. 
They  alighted  at  the  hall-door,  which  was  hastily 


opened  by*  a  female;  and  while  the  deep  tone  ^ 
Sfidgenoith  called  on  the  groom  to  take  their  horses, 
the  well-known  voice  of  hia  daughter  AlieeT was  heard 
toeactaim  in  ihankagtving  to  God,  who  had  restored 
her  lather  in  safety. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

'  We  meet,  at  men  ne  phtntorot  in  ft  dretm, 
Whteh  9l{de,  and  vlgtt.and  mgn,  utd  move  their  lipt. 
But  ■wkA  iM  MMmd-Hir  if  Umf  tftlor  voice, 
Tia  bwt  a  low  and  ttodiatioeaisti'd  moaoinf . 
Which  haa  nor  word  nor  niwe  of  uUer'd  aound.  ^ 

TUCkkfUtL 

We  said,  at  the  ooncluaion  of  the  laat  chapter,  that 
a  female  ibnn  appeared  at  the  door  of  Moulirassio 
Hall;  and  that  the  well-known  accents  of  Alice 
Bndgenorih  were  heard  to  hail  the  return  of  her  fa- 
ther, from  what  she  naturally  dreaded  aa  a  perilous 
visit  to  the  Castle  of  Martindnle. 

Julian,  who  followed  his  oondaetor  with  a  throb- 
bing heart  into  the  lighted  hall,  was  thereforeprepared 
.Co  see  her,  whom  he  best  loved,  with  her  arms  thrown 
around  Ker  father.  The  inatant  she  had  quitted  hia 
iiaiimal  embrace,  she  waa  awwe  of  the  unexpected 


vuest  wh^  h«^  intuniad  in  his  floan>aDr*  X  k^ 
blush,  rapidly  eucoeeded  bv  deadly  paleoesa,  tad  agua 
bv  a  slighter  suffusion,  showed  pUbtv  to  her  lofv 
that  his  sudden  spp^rance  was  any  tbng  but  ind^ 
ferent  to  her.  He  bowed  pro£»undly— a  couitnf 
which  she  returned  with  equal  formality,  but  ^m 
venture  to  approach  more  nearly,  feeling  atoocetbe 
delicacy  of  his  own  situation  and  of  hers. 

Major  Bridgenorth  turned  his  cokL  fixed,  grey,  mt 
lancholy  glance,  iSrat  on  ih^  que  of  them,  aiid  tseaoo 
the  other.  "  Some.*'  he  said,  gravely.  **  would,  is  ar 
case,  have  avoided  thia  meeting }  but  I  have  conmone 
in  you  both^ although  you  are  youngtand  besst  viik 
th^  snares  incidental  to  your  age>  Then  aieibM 
within  who  should  not  know  that  ve  have  beta  » 
quai nted.  Wherefore^  be  wise^  and  oe  as  atnafBi a 
each  other." 

Julian  and  Alice  exchanged  glancea  as  bei  laika 
turned  from  them,  and  liAing  alamp  which  stood  a 
the  entranoe-halL  led  the  way  to  the  inteiior  ipm* 
men  t.  There  was  little  of  consolation  in  tbiaeicbia|i 
of  looks  t  for  the  sadneas  of  Ahoe's  gtaaoe  wkdb* 
gled  with  &ar,  and  that  of  Julian  clouded  bf« 
aoxiouB  sense  of  doubt.  The  look  also  wu  k 
momentary ;  for  Alices  springing  to  her  father,  ai 
the  light  out  of  hia  hand,  and,  atcpping  befbn  hi 
acted  as  the  usher  of  both  into  the  large  oakanputal 
which  has  been  already  mentioned  as  the  apaM 
in  which  Bridgenorth  had  spent  the  hooivef  dm^ 
which  followed  the  death  oif  his  consort  and  Jina 
It  was  now  lighted  up  aa  £ar  tfaereceptioaofc* 
pany ;  and  fivB  or  six  persons  sat  in  it,  in  the  iM 
black,  atiff  dreas^  which  waa  afiecced  hj  \hAbm 
Puritans  of  the  time,  in  evidence  of  their  oontenM 
the  manners  of  the  luxorioua  Court  of  Chaiitf  m 
Seconds  amongst  whom,  excess  of  exuraraniM  ■ 
apparel,  like  excess  of  every  other  kind,wi»Mmir 
faBhk>nabLe. 

Julian  at  first  glanoed  hia  c/ea  but  <^<lrih"l 
the  mn^  of  grave  and  severe  faces  win  ompM^ 
this  society— men,  sinosre  perhaps  in  their  VKiiS|S"D* 
to  a  superior  punty  of  conduct  and  moia^bai  a 
whom  that  high  praise  was  somewhat  chiau^wi'' 
an  affected  austerity  in  dresa  and  manneni  hmi» 
those  Phariaoea  of  old,  who  mode  broad  their  pay* 
lactcries,  and  would  be  seen  of  men  to  fa9(t>»} 
discharge  with  rigid  punctuality  the  obserranasa 
the  law.    Their  dreaa  waa  olmoat  umfonnly  a  bias 


waa  begirt  with  a  long  rapier,  which  was  saa^m, 
by  leathern  thongi,  to  a  plain  belt  of  bulC  or  oi  tm 
leather.  One  or  two  of  the  elder  guests,  wbo«Jg , 
had  been  thinVaed  br  time^  had  their  hsada  com* 
with  a  skullcap  of  black  suk  or  velvet,  whiobbsil 
drawn  down  betwixt  the  ears  an^  the  skaU.  >^^ 
mitting  no  hair  la  escape  ocoaaioned  t^^fomtf  a 
project  in  fhe  ungraoetui  manner  whieh  jnajr » 
remarked  in  old  pictursai  and  which  pro^vsojoriii 
Puritans  the  term  of  **prickeared  BoaDdaeaaa»  * 
nnearsmonionaly  applied  to  them  by  their  ooaW 
porariee^  .       „  ^^ 

Thcae  worthiea  were  ranged  againat  the  wail,  can 
in  his  ancient,  high«  backed,  long-legged  chair  fDW 
looking  towards,  nor  apparently  disoouniag  wuo  «F 
other)  but  plunged  in  their  own  reAectiona,qra«H^ 
ing,  hke  sn  aasembly  of  Quakers,  the  quicM* 
power  of  divine  inapiralion.  ,     .J 

Iftaior  Bridgenofth  glided  alang  this  fonwljM>V. 
with  iKvaelessMep^  and  a  composed  sevsntytf  biJ^ 
ner,  resembling  their  own.  He  pauaad  beuNia  ttm 
in  auoceesion,  and  apparently  comaMiaicatedaf^ 
paaaed,  the  tranaactions  of  uio  avaning^.and  tbaflg 
cumsta^cea  under  which  the  heir  of  MarimdaJe^ 
waa  now  a  guesi  at  MouUrassie-HalL  Each  a 
to  stir  at  hia  brief  detail,  like  a  raam  of  statii««  ■ 
enchanted  ^^  starting  into  something  bkeliiih* 
talisman  is  applied  to  them  euccesstvely.  S^*! 
them,  as  they  heard  the  natrative  of  (hei;  M-si,  < 
upon  Jalian  a  loell  of  curiosity,  blended  with  «^^., 
aoona  and  tha  conaoouaoaaa  «f  maamk  awansruvi 
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Mtgh,  m  one  or  two  instawre?,  the  milder  inflctencofl 
Kfinpassion  were  sufficiently  visible. —Peveril  would 
fe  undcrii^ne  this  {gauntlet  of  eyes  with  more  im- 
dcnce,  had  not  his  own  been  for  the  time  engaged 
foliov^'ing  the  motions  of  Alice,  who  glided  through 
I  npariment ;  and  only  speaking  very  briefly,  and 
Whispers,  to  one  or  two  of  the  company  who  ad- 
{Bsed  her.  took  her  place  beside  a  treble'hooded  old 
k  the  onif  female  of  the  party,  and  addressed  her- 
(  (o  her  in  such  ^earnest  conversation,  as  might 
pense  with  her  raising  her  head,  or  looking  at  any 
lers  in  the  company.  ^ 

fex  father  put  a  question,  to  which  she  was  obliged 
return  ao  answer— **  IVhere  was  Mistress  06b- 
A  r 

'She  had  gone  out,"  Alice  replied,  "earlf  aAer 

tset,  to  visit  some  old  acquaintances  in  the  neigh- 

irhood,  and  she  had  not  yet  returned." 

tnjor  Bridgenorth  made  a  gesture  indicative  of 

lleasiiro ;  and,  not  content  with  that,  expressed  bis 

prmincd  resolution  that  Dame  Deborah  should  no 

»er  remain  a  member  of  his  family.    "  I  will  have 

3,"  he  said  aloud,  and  without  regarding  the  pre- 

e  of  bis  guests,  ^*and  those  only,  around  me,  who 

to  keep  within  the  sober  and  modest  bounds 

christian  family.  Who  pretends  to  more  freedom, 

I  go  out  from  among  us,  as  not  being  of  us." 

feep^  and  emphatic  humming  noise,  which  wae 

It  time  the  mode  in  which  the  Puritans  signified 

[applauBCi  as  well  of  the  doctrines  expressed  by 

^unte  divine  in  the  pulpit,  as  of  those  deliverea 

ate  society,  ratified  the  approbation  of  the  aa- 

^  and  seemed  lo  secure  the  dismission  of  the 

nate  gpvemante,  who  stood  thus  detected  of 

Fstrayro  out  of  bounds.    Even  Peveril,  al  though 

A  reaped  considerable  advantages,  in  his  early 

ibitance  with  Alice,*  from  the  mercenary  and 

nng  disposition  of  her  govemes^  could  not  heor 

oisniiftsal  without  approbation,  so  much  was 

^^irous,  that,  in  the  hour  of  difficulty,  which  might 

n  approach.  Ahce  might  have  the  benefit  of  coun- 

ance  and  aavice  fcom  one  of  her  own  sex,  of  better 

nners,  and  less  suspicious  probity,  than  Mistress 

kibiich. 

Lhnost  immediately  after  this  oommnnication  had 
en  place,  a  servant  in  mourning  showed  his  thin, 
ehed,  and  wrinkled  vi^rage  in  the  apartment,  an- 
rncins.  with  a  voice  fnore  like  a  passmg  bell  than 
hemld  of  a  banquet,  that  refreshments  were  p>o- 
!d  in  an  adjotning  apart  menu  Gravely  leading 
way,  with  hid  aauginer  on  one  side,  and  the 
^nical  female  whom  we  have  distinguished  on 
7rh«*r,  Bridgnorth  himself  ushered  his  company, 
followed,  with  little  attention  to  order  or  cere- 
y,  into  the  eating-room,  where  a  substantial 
er  WHS  provided. 

this  manii^,  Peveril,  although  entitled,  adbording 
dinary  ceremonial,  to  some  ddgi-eu  of  precedence — 
[tier  ttt  that  time  considered  of  much  importance, 
itisrii  now  little  regarded— was  left  among  the 
Di  those  who  quitted  the  parlour;  and  might 
|d  have  brought  up  the  rear  of  nil,  had  not 
Hf  the  compam ,  who  was  himself  late  in  the 
It,  bow«d  and  mgned  to  Julian  the  rank  in  the 
•ny  which  had  been  usurped  by  otheiu 
b  act  ijf  politeness  naturally  induced  Julian  to 
ine  the  features  of  the  person  who  had  offered 
this  civflicy;  and  he  started  to  observe,  under 
inched  velvet  cap,  and  above  the  short  band> 
K  the  coontenance  of  Qanlcsse,  as  he  called 
ilf— his  cornpanion  on  the  preceding  evening. 
oked  a^aiit  and  again,  especially  when  aH  were 
I  at  the  supper  board,  and  when,  consequently, 
id  frequent  opportunities  of  observing  this  per- 
bedly,  witfiout  nny  breach  of  good  itianners. 
tat  he  wavered  in  his  belief,  and  was  much 
ed  to  doubt  the  reality  of  his  rccoliuciion ;  for 
Berence  of  dress  was  such  as  to  effect  a  con- 
Mc  change  of  appearance;  and  the  counteoanco 
Ibr  from  exhibiting  any  tiling  markod  or  mem- 
1  was  one  of  those  ordinary  visages  which  we 
kinost  ^vfthout  remarking  them,  and  which 
onr  memoryso  soon  as  the  object  is  withdrawn  l 
«v  eyes     BM  tks  impmiioa  upoa  his  imad  I 


returned,  and  became  stronger,  mttil  it  induced  hfm 
to  waich  with  peculiar  attention  the  manners  of  the 
individual  who  had  thus  attracted  his  notice.  ' 

During  I  he  time  of  a  very  prolonged  grace  before 
meat,  which  whs  delivered  by  one  or  the  company — 
who  irom  his  Geneva  band  and  serge  doublet,  pre- 
sided, as  Julian  supposed,  over  some  dissenting  con- 
gregation—he  noticed  that  this  man  kept  the  same 
demure  and  severe  cast  of  countenance  usually 
affected  oy  the  Puritans,  which  rather  caricaturaEl  the 
reverence  unquestmnably  due  upqn  such  occasions. 
His  eyes  were  turned  upward,  and  his  hu^  pent- 
house hat,  with  a  high  crown  and  broad  bnm,  held 
in  both  hands  before  him,  rose  and  AQ  with  the 
cadences  of  the  speaker's  voice  i  thus  marking  time, 
as  it  were,  to  the  periods  of  the  benediction.  Yet 
when  the  slight  bustle  took  place  which  attends  the 
aditisting  of  chairs,  6lc.,  as  men  ait  down  to  table, 
Julian's  eye  encountered  that  of  the  stranger;  and  as 
their  looks  met,  there  glanced  fVom  those  of  the 
latter,  an  expression  of  satirical  humour  and  scorn, 
which  seemed  to  intimate  internal  ridicule  of  the 
gravity  of  his  present  demeanour. 

Julian  again  sought  to  fix  his  eye,  in-  order  to  as- 
certain that  he  had  not  misttiken  the  tendency  of 
this  transient  expression,  but  the  stranger  did  not 
allow  him  another  opportqnity.  He  might  have 
been  discovered  by  the  tone  of  his  voice;  but  ths 
individual  in  question  spoke  littl&  and  in  whispers, 
which  was  indeed  the  fashion  of  the  whole  company, 
whose  demeanour  at  table  resembled  that  6f  mournera 
at  a  funeral  feast. 

SPhe  entertainment  itself  was  coarse,  though  plen- 
tiful ;  and  must,  according  to  Julian^a  opinion,  be 
distasteful  to  one  so  exquisitely  skilled  in  good  cheer, 
and  so  copable  of  enjoying,  critically  and  icientifically, 
the  genial  preparations  ot  his  eoinpank>n  Smith,  oa 
Ganlesse  had  shown  himself  on  the  preceding  eve- 
ning. Accordingly,  upon  close  observation^  ne  re- 
marked  that  the  food  which  he  took  upon  his  plait, 
remained  there  uncunsumed;  and  that  his  Actual 
supper  consisted  only  of  a  crust  of  bread  with  a  glass 
of  wipe. 

The  repast  >vas  hurried  over  with  the  haste  of  those 
who  think  h  shame,  if  not  sin,  to  make  irtere  animal 
enjoyments  the  means  of  consuming  lime  or  of  Receiv- 
ing pleasure :  and  when  the  men  wiped  their  mouths 
and  mustaches,  Julian  remarked,  that  the  object  of 
his  curiosity  used  a  Randkerchrct  of  the  finest  cani- 
brick-*an  article  rather  inronsisten:  with  tlteextt^nor 
plainness,  not*  to  say  conrseness,  of  his  apptmrance. 
He  used  also  several  of  flie  more  minute  refinements, 
then  only  observed  at  tables  of  higher  rank;  and 
Julian  thought  he  couM  discern,  at  every  turn,  some- 
thing of  cOMn\y  manners  and  gestures,  under  the  pre- 
cise nnd  rustic  simplicity  of  the  character  which  he  had 
assumed.* 

But  if  this  were  indeed  that  same  Ganlesse  with 
whom  Julian  had  met  on  the  preceding  evening,  and 
who  had  boasted  the  facility  with  which  he  could 
asanme  any  character  which  he  pleased  to  represent 
for  the  time,  what  could  be  the  purpose  of  his  pro 
sent  disguise  7  He  was,  if  his  own  words  could  be 
credited,  a  person  of  some  importance,  who  dared 
to  defy  the  danger  of  those  officers  and  informers, 
before  whom  ail  ranks  at  rhot  time  trembled ;  nor 
was  he  likely,  as  Julian  conceived,  without  some 
strong  purposr^  to  sub[cct  himself  to  such  a  masquer- 
ade as  the  present,  whu;h  could  not  be  otherwise  than 
irksome  to  one  whose  conversation  proclaimed  him 
of  light  life  and  free  opinions.  Was  his  a^'sranco 
hem  for  good  or  for  evil  ?  Did  it  respect  his  fn:her*H 
house,  or  his  own  person,  or  the  family  of  Bridge- 
north?  Was  the  real  character  of  Ganlesse  known 
to  the  master  of  the  house,  inflexible  as  he  was  iu  all 
whi.th  concerned  morals  as  well  as  religion  7  If  not, 
might  not  the  machinations  of  a  bniin  so  subtle, 
atiect  the  peace  and  happiness  of  Alice  Bridge- 
north  ? 

Those  were  questions  which  no  reflection  could 

*  A  8ootri«h  fentlimiwn  in  iiUing.  m  it  was  emplMtieally- 
termcil.  f«»r  »onM;  coiirrrn  in  a  Jacob  ttc  inturrvction  or  plot,  wm 
ditciivcrvft  nmon|^  c  number  o(  or('..nary  i>triot»,  by  Uia  luc  of 
bU  toothpidL 
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enable  pQverfl  to  antwer.  Hia  eyes  glanced  from 
Alice  to  the  stranger }  and  new  fears,  and  undefined 
8u8picion&  in  which  (he  safety;  of  that  ^beloved  and 
lovely  ffirl  was  implicated,  mingled  with  the  deep 
anxiety  which  already  occupied  his  jnind,  on  account 
of  his  father,  and  his  fathers  hou^e. 

He  was  in  this  tumult  of  mind,  when  after  a  thanks- 
ffiving  as  long  as  the  grace,  the  company  arose  from 
.tne  table,  and  were  instantly  summoned  to  theez- 
ehiiseof  family  worehipl  A  train  of  domestics,  grare 
\8ad^  and  melancholy  as  their  superiors,  glided  m  to 
assist  at  this  act  of  devotion,  and  ranged  themselves 
at  the  lower  end  of  the  apartment  Most  of  these 
men  were  armed  with  long  tucka,  as  the  straight 
stabbinff  swords,  much  used  by  CromwelPs  soldiery, 
were  then  called.  Several  had  large  pistols  also ; 
and  the  corselets  or  cuirasses  of  some  were  heard  to 
clank^  OS  they  seated  themselves  to  partake  in  this 
act  of  devotion.  The  ministry  of  him  whom  Julian 
had  supposed  a  preacher,  was  not  used  on  this  occa- 
sion.  Major  Bridgenorth  himself  read  and  expounded 
a  chapter  of  Scripture,  with  much  strength  and 
manliness  of  expression,  although   so  as  not  to 

•  escape  the  charge  of  fanaticism.  The  nineteenth 
chapter  bf  Jeremiah  was  the  portion  of  Scripture 
which  he  selected ;  in  which,  under  the  typie  of 
breaking  a  potter's  vessel,  the  prophet  presages  the 
desolation  of  the  Jews.  The  lecturer  was  not  naturally 
eloquent ;  but  a  strong,  deep,  and  sincere  conviction 
of  the  truth  of  what  he  said,  supplied  him  with 
language  of  energy  and  fire,  as  he  drew  a  uirallel 
between  the  abominations  of  the  worship- of  fiaal, 

.  and  the  corruptions  of  the  Church  of  Kome--co 
fovouritc  a  topic  with  the  Puritans  of  that  period ) 
and  denounced  against  the  Catholicfc  and  those  who 
^voured  :h(%n,  that  hissinsand  desolation  which  the 
trophct  directed  against  the  city  of  Jerusalem.  His 
fiearers  made  a  yet  closer  applica^on  than  the  lecturer 
Julxself  suggeo^;  and  many  a  dark  proud  eye 
'  intimated,  by  a  glance  on  Julian,  that  on  his  father*a 
house.were  already,  in  some  part,  realized  those  dread- 
ful maledictions.. 

The  lecture  finished,  Bridgenorth  summoned  them 
to  unit^  with  him  in  pnyer:  and  on  a  slight  change 
of  arrangements  amongst  the  company,  which  took 

Klace  as  they  were  about  (o  kneel  down.  Julian  found 
is  place  next  to  the  single-minded  ana  beautiful  ob- 
ject of  his  affection,  as  she  knelt,  in  her  loveliness,  to 
adore  her  Creator.    A  short  time  was  permitted  for 
menial  devotion:  during  which,  Peveni  could  hear 
hex  half-brei^hed  petition  for  the  promised  blessings 
of  peace  on  earth,  and  good  will  towards  the  children 
of  men. 
The  prayer  which  ensued  was  in  a  different  tone. 
.  It  was  poured  forth  by  the  same  person  who  had  offi- 
ciated as  chaplain  at  the  table ;  and  was  in  the  tone 
I  of  a  Boanen^es,  or  Son  of  Thunder— a  denouncer  of 

crimes— an  invoker  of  judgments—almost  a  prophet 
of  evil  and  of  destruction.  The  testimonies  ana  the 
sins  of  the  day  were  not  forgotten— the  mysterious 
-  murder  of  Sir  Edmondsbury  Godfrey  was  insisted 
upon— and  thanks  and  praise  were  offertid,  that  the 
very  night  on  which  they  were  assembled,  had  not 
Ken  another  otTcring  of  a  Protestant  megistrate,  to 
the  blood-thirstv  fury  of  the  revenseful  CUitbolics. 

Never  had  Julian  found  it  more  difficult,  during  an 
act  of  devotion,  to  maintain  his  mind  in  a  frame  be- 
fiitinff  the  {xjsture  and  the  o<:casion:  and  when  he 
^  hfiord  the  speaker  return  thanks  for  tnc  downfall  and 
*  devastation  of  his  faniily,  he  w'as  stronttly  tempted  to 
have  starred  upon  his  feet,  and  charged  him  with 
offering  a  tribute^  stained  with  folsehood  and  calumny, 
at  the  throne  of  truth  itself.  He  resisted,  however, 
an  impulse  which  it  would  have  been  insanity  to  have 
S^'ielded  to,  and  his  patience  was  not  without  its  re- 
word, for  wh""  bis  fair  neighbour  arose  from  her 
knees,  the  leneincned  and  prolonged  prayer  b<ang  at 
last  concluded,  he  observed  that  her  eyes  were  stream- 
inp:  with  tears ;  and  one  glance  with  which  she  looked 
at  him  in  that  moment,  showed  more  of  afiectionate 
iiiijrest  for  him  in  his  fallen  fortunes  nnd  precarious 
Kindirion,  than  he  had  been  able  to  obtain  from  her 
whfn  his  worldly  estate  seemed  so  much  the  more 
evaltodofthetwo. 
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Cheered  and  fortifled  with  the  cooviction  that  aos 
bosom  in  the  company,  and  that  in  which  be  most 
eagerly  longed  to  secure  an  interest,  syxnpaihiied 
with  his  distress,  he  fdt  strong  to  endure  whatsrer 
was  to  follow,  and  shrunk  not  from  the  stem  suU 
smile  with  which,  one  by  one,  the  roeetioR  reganled 
him,  as,  gliding  to  their  several  places  of  repoea 
they  indulged  tnemaelves  at  parting  with  a  look  a 
triumph  on  one,  whora  they  considered  as  their  ca^ 
tive  enemy. 

Alice  afso  passed  by  her  lover,  her.  eyes  fixed  oa 
the  ground,  and  answered  his  low  obeisance  witboiit 
raisingr  them.  Th%  room  was  now  empty,  bot>fo 
Bridgenorth  and  his  guest^  or  prisoner ;  for  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  say  in  which  capacity  Peveril  ought  to  regaid 
himselfl  He  took  an  old  brazen  lamp  from  the  ubk, 
and,  leading  the  way,  said  at  the  same  time,  "I  mat, 
be  the  unoourtly  chamberlain,  wbo  am  to  osheryoB 
to  a  place  •f  repose,  more  rude^  peiiiapa^  than  foa 
have  oeen  accustonoed  to  occupy." 

Julian  followed  him,  in  silence^  up  an  old-fasluooi4 
winding  staircase,  within  a  turret.  At  the  landipf- 
place  on  the  top,  was  a  small  apartment,  wbcRii- 
ordinary  pallet  oed,  two  chairs,  and  a  aniaU  mm 
tabic,  were  the  only  furniture.  **  Your  bed.*'  e» 
tiuued  Bridgenorth,  as  if  desirous  to  prolong  tnebii' 
terview,  "  is  not  of  the  softest ;  but  umooence  dflpi 
as  sound  upon  straw  as  on  down." 

"  Sorrow,  Major  Bridgenorth,  finds  little  rest  m 
eidier,'^  replied  Julian.  "Tell  me.  for  you  seoi 
to  await  some  question  from  me,  wbat  is  to  be  ii 
fate  of  my  parents,  and  why  you  separate  toe  6m 
them  7" 

Bridgenorth,  for  answer,  indkated  ynth  his  fiagv 
the  mark  which  his  countenance  still  shoired  inn 
the  explosion  of  Julian's  pistol. 

"That,"  replied  Julian,  Vis  not  the  teal  essse  ct 
your  proceedings  against  me.  It  cannot  be;  tbatyc^ 
who  nave  been  a  soldier,  and  are  a  ma^  csa  be  sof* 
prised  or  displeased  by  my  interference  a  th«  defence 
of  my  father.  Above  all,  you  cannoL  and  I  moat 
needs  say  you  do  not,  believe  that  I  would  have  niscd 
my  hand  against  you  personally,  had  there  been  a 
moment's  tune  for  recognition." 

"I  may  grant  all  this."  said  Bridseoorth;  "Vst 
what  the  better  are  you  for  my  good  opinion,  or  ftr 
tlie  ease  with  which  I  can  forgive  yon  the  ii^i;; 
which  you  aimed  at  mel  You  are  in  my  cnsto^, 
as  a  magistrate,  accuaed  of  abetting  the  fouL  btoo% 
and  heathenish  plot  for  the  cstablUhment  of" 
the  murder  of  the  King,  and  the  general 
all  true  Protestants." 

"  And  on  what  grounds,  either  of  fact  or 

dare  any  one  accuse  me  of  sucB  a  crime  T*  said 

"  I  have  hardly  heard  of  the  rlot^  save  by  the 

of  common  rumour,  which,  while  it  speaks  of  ooifaicg 
els^  tahes  care  to  say  nothing  diatinctly  even  oa  that 
suDieci. 

"It  may  be  enough  for  me  to  tell  ¥Oo,*'  rqiJM 
Bridgenorth,  "and  perhaps  it  is  a  word  too  much— 
that  you  are  a  discovered  intriguer— a  spied  spy — ^vbs 
carriea  tokens  and  messages  betwixt  the  Popisb 
Countess  of  Derby,  and  the  Catholic  pnriy  in  Lon- 
don. You  have  not  conducted  vour  matters  wdh 
such  discretion,  but  that  this  is  welL  known,  and  caa 
be  sufficiently  proved.  To  this  chaiga^  which  ysa 
are  well  aware  you  cannot  deny,  these  men,  E^cmt 
and  Dangerfield,  are  not  unwilling  to  addi,  from  lbs 
recollection  of  your  face^  other  passages,  which  wift 
certainly  cost  you  your  life  when  you  oooie  betee  a 
Protestant  jury," 

"  They  lie  like  villains,"  said  PeveriL  "  wbo  boV ; 
me  accessary  to  any  pbt  either  agaiiiat  the  King;  fh» 
nation,  or  the  state  of  relwion ;  and  for  the  Oonnteia  i 
her  loyalty  has  been  too  long,  and  too  hi^ly  pinfj^  ' 
to  permit  her  being  imphcated  in  such  injunoun  mai^  '' 
picions." 

"What  she  has  already don&"  said „  _ 

hie  face  darkening  as  he  spoken  ^  against  the  fani 
chsmpions  of  pure  religion,  hsth  sufficiently  mh_ , 
of  what  she  is  capable.    She  hath  betaken  hcratJfi 
her  rock,  and  sita.  as  she  thinks,  in  security,  likm  ' 
eagle  reposing  after  hie  bloody  banqueu     But  -^ 
arrow  of  the  fowler  may  vetieachiicr— the  slsaft  » 
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whetted--th«  bow  is  bendad— cnsd  it  will  beooon  seen 
whether  Amalok  or  Israd  shall  prevail.  But  for  thoe, 
Julian  Peveril— why  should  I  conceal  il  from  theel^ 
my  htiart  yearns  for  thee  as  a  womao's  for  her  first* 
liora.  To  thee  I  will  givei  at  the  expepse  of  my  own 
r^utation-yperhaps  at  the  risk  of  personal  suspicion 
—for  who,  in  these  days  of  doubt,  shall  be  exempted 
from  it— to  thee,  I  say,  I  will  give  measa  of  esrape, 
which  else  where  impossible  to  thee.  The  sta.rcase 
of  this  turret  descends  to  the  gardens— the  postern- 
gate  is  unlatched— on  the  right  band  lie  the  stables, 
where  you  will  find  your  own  horse— take  it,  and 
,  make  for  Liverpool— I  will  give  ^ou  credit  with  a 
friend  undef  the  name  of  Simon  Siiqonaoo,  one  per- 
secuted by  the  prelates  j  and  he  will  expedite  your 
pafNiaffe  from  the  kinffdom." 

,"  Major  Bridgenorth,"  said  Julian,  "I  will  not  de- 
ceive vou.  Were  I  to  accept  yonr.ofier  of  freedom, 
it  would  be  to  attend  to  a  nigher  call  than  that  of  i 
mere  self-preservation.  My  father  is  in  danger— my 
mother  in  sorrow- the  voices  of  rel^on  and  nature 
eall  nie  to  their  side.  I  am  their  onlj  chikl— their 
only  hope~rI  wilt  aid  them,  or  perish  with  them  f ' 

*^Thou  art  mad,**  said  Bridgenorth-"  aid  them 
thou  canst  not— perish  with  them  thou  well  maysi, 
and  even  accelerate  their  ruin  $  for,  in  addition  to  tbe 
charges  with  which  thy  unhappy  father  is  loaded,  It 
would  be  no  slight  aggravation,  that  while  he  medi- 
tated arming  and  calunz  together  tbe  CatboUcs  and 
High  Churcnmon  of  Cneshire  and  Derbyshire,  his 
son  should  prove  to  b# the  confidential  agent  of  tho 
Countess  of  Derbjr,  who  aided  her  in  making  good 
her  stronghold  against  the  Protestant  commissionera, 
and  was  despatched  by  her  to  open  secret  oommuni- 
^tion  with  the  Popish  iatereet  in  London." 

**You  have  twice  stated  me  as  such  an  agenL" 
taid  PeverO,  resolved  that  his  sUenoe  sboukl  not  be 
construed  into  an  admission  of. the  charge,  thoiuh 
he  felt  that  it  was  in  some  degree  well  founded— 
**  What  reason  have  you  for  such  an  allegation  )" 

"  Will  it  BuiBcefor  a  proof  of  piy  intimate  acquain- 
tance with  your  mystery,"  rephed  Bridgenorth,  "  if 
1  should  repent  to  you  the  last  words  which  the 
Countess  used  to  yov  when  you  leA  the  Castle  of  that 
Amalekitish  woman  ?  Thus  she  spoke :  '  I  am  now 
a  forlorn  widow,'  she  said,  *^om  sorrow  has  made 
fielfish.  " 

Peveril  started,  for  these  were  the  very  words  tha 
CounteM  had  used ;  but  he  instantly  recovered  him- 
self, and  replied,.  **^Be  your  information  of  what 
nature  it  wiil,  I  deny,  and  I  dd^  it,  so  for.  as  it 
Attaches  aught  like  guilt  to  me.  There  lives  not  a 
man  more  innocent  of  a  disloyal  thought,  or  of  a 
traitorous  purpose.  What  I  say  for  inyseli;  I  wiil 
to  the  best  of  my  luiowledge,  say  and  maintain  on 
account  of  the  noble  Countess,  to  whom  I  am  in- 
debted for  nurture." 

''Perish,  then,  in  thy  obstinacy !"  snid  Bridgenorth : 
and  turning  hastilv  from  him,  he  left  the  room,  and 
Julian  heard  him  pasten  down  the  narrow  staircaas^ 
aa  if  distrusting  his  own  resolution. 

With  a  heavy  heart,  yet  with  that  oonAdenee  in  an 
overruling  Provkience  whuh  never  forsakes  a  good 
and  brave  man,  Peveril  betook  himself  to  his  lowly 
place  of  repose.  ^ 

CHAPTER  XXV. 

The  RovrM  of  himmn  Uft  ib  «hiinfeAil  ftitl,    ' 
Am  in  iMi  Afikl*  wtml  And  wandanng  rill : 
Or,  like  Ute  lirht  danc*  wlucli  tlie  wild-brwcs  waives 
Atnidvl  t<i«  hiM  race  nf  fliil«i»  leavM  ; 
Which  now  ix»  broath  beara  down,  now  toana  bifH, 
BMta  U>  tiM  eartn.  or  wmtH  la  middls  aky. 
3u<^i,  and  ao  variad,  U«a  iwaeaiiviia plar 
I  Jf  ftite  wiUi  man,  fhul  tenant  of  a  day  I-^mayaiMtt. 

WHiurn  overcoroe  wtih  fatigue,  and  worn  out  by 
anxiety,  Julian  Peveril  slaaibenxl  aa  a  prisoner  in  the 
house  of  his  hereditary  eaemy,  Forcni»  wns|«repariBg 
his  ruleose  by  one  of  those  sudden  /roKcs  with  which 
■he  loves  to  ooofouud  the  calculations  and  expecun- 
CHiS  of  humanity ;  o»d  as  she  fixes  on  strange  agents 
for  such  purposes,  she  coodescended  to  empfoy.  on 
tbo  p'l-Qsent  occasion,  no  leus  a  person^s  than 
JUistrjesa  Deborah  D€4>Utch.  s 
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Inaugatecl,  doubtless,  by  the  pristine  rsmmiseencei 
of  former  times,  no  sooner  had  that  most  prudent 
and  consklerate  dame  found  herself  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  scenes  of  her  earlier  daya  than  she  bethought 
hacself  of  a  visit  to  the  ancient  noosekeeper  of  Mar* 
tindale  Castle»  Dame  EJleamere  by  name,  who  k>ng  / 
retired  from  aetive  service^  restdal  at  the  keeper's 
lodge,  in  the  west  thicket,  with  her  nephew,  Lance 
Outram,  subsisting  upon  the  savings  of  her  better 
davs,  and  on  asniall  pension  allowed  by  Sir^eoiTrey 
to  ner  age  and  faithful  services.  ' 

.  Now,  Dame  EUesmere  and  Mistress  Deborah  had  * 
not  by  any  means  been  formeriy  on  so  flieiidly  a  foot- 
ing^ as  this  haste  to  visit  her  might  be  supposed  t(« 
iotimatek  But  years  had  taught  Deborah  to  forget 
and  forgive;  or  perhaps  she  had  no  special  objection, 
under  cover  of  a  visit  to  Dame  EUesmere,  to  take  the 
chance  of  seeing  what  changes  lime  had  made  on 
her  old  admirer  the  keeper.  Bodi  inhabitants  were 
in  the  cotuge,  when,  after  having  seen  her  master 
set  forth  on  his  expedition  to  the  Castle^  Mistress 
Debbiich,  dressed  in  her  very  best  gown,  footed  it 
through  gutter,  and  over  sdle,  and  by  path wav  green, 
to  knock  at  their  door,  and  to  lift  the  latch  at  the 
hospitable  invitation  which  bade  her  come  in.^ 

Dame  Ellesmere'soyes  were  so  dim,  that,  even  with 
the  aid  of  spectacles^  she  failed  to  recognise^  in  the 
portly  and  mature  personage  who  entered  their  cot-» 
ta0B,  the  tight  well-made  lass,  whcs  pmoming  on  her 
good  looks  and  flippant  tongue,  had  so  oAen provoked! 
her  by  insobordinatbn;  and  her  former  lovei^  the 
redoubted  Lanee».not  being  oonscwns  that  ale- had 
given  rotonditv  to  bis  own  figure,  which  wea  for- 
merly so  slight  and  active,  and  that  brandy  had 
tranaerred  to  his  nose  the  colour  which  had  oilte 
ooGupied  his  cheeks,  was  unable  to  dbcever  that 
Deborah's  French  cap,  composed  of  sarsenet  and 
Brussels  lace,  shaded  the  features  which  had  so  often 
procured  him  a  rebuke  from  Dr.  Dammeiar,  for  suf- 
fering his  eyes  during  the  time  of  preyersi  to  wander 
to  the  maid-servant's  bench. 

In  brief;  the  blushing  visiter  was  compelled  to 
make  herself  known  f  and  when  known»  wae  re- 
ceived by  aunt  and  nephew  with  the  most  abeere 
cordiality. 

The  home-brewed  was  produced ;  and,  in  liea  of 
more  vulgar  food,  a  few  slices  of  ventsen  presently 
hissed  in  the  fiying^an,  giving  strong  room  for  in- 
ference that  Lance  Onnam,  in  his  capacity  of  keeper, 
neglected  not  his  own  cottage  when  he  supplied  the 
laraer  at  the  eastle.  A  modest  sip  of  the  excellent . 
Derbyshire  ale,  and  a  taste  cf  the  highly-seasoned 
hash,  soon  placed  Deborah  entirely  at  home  with  her 
old  acquaintance. 

Having  pot  irfl  necessary  questions,  and  reoeivod 
all  suitable  answers^  respoctmg  the  state  of,  the 
neighbourhood,  and  mch  of  her  own  friends  aa  con- 
tinned  to  reside  there,  the  conversation  be^an  rather 
to  flag,  umil  Deborah  found  the  art  of  again  renewing 
its  interest,  by  commuaicating  to  her  fiends  the  die* 
mal  intelligence  that  they  must  soon  look  for  deadly 
bad  news  from  the  Castle;   for  that  her  present 
master,  Major  Bridgenorth,  had  been  summoned,  by 
some  great  people  from  London,  to  aeaisi  in  taking 
her  old  master,  Sir  GeofSrey ;  and  that  all  Master 
Bridgenorth's  servantSk  ana  several  other  perst^ne 
whom  she  named,  friends  and  adherents  to  the  same 
interest,  had  assembled  a  force  to  surprise  the  Castle;  = 
and  that  aa  Sir  GhdofTrey  was  now  so  old,  snd  gouty  ' 
withal,  it  could  not  be  expected  he  should  make  ilie  ■ 
defence  he  was  wont;  and  then  he  was  known  to  be 
so  stout-hearted,  that  it  was  not  to  be  supposed  that 
he  would  yield  up^withoot  stroke  of  sword;  and  then  ' 
if  he  was  Killed,  as  he  was  like  to  be,  amonflst  them 
that  liked  never  abone  of  his  body,  and  now  had  him  ^ 
at  their  roerey,  why,  in  that  case,  she,  Dame  Deborah  ' 
wouM  look  upon  Lady  Pevjeril  as  litiie  bettei  than  a ' 
dead  woman ;  and  undoubtedly  there  wouki.  be  r 
general  mourning  through  all  that  emintrvii  where 
they  had  such  great  kin ;  and  siMce  were  Bkefy  to  nm, 
on  It,  as  Master  Lutestring,  the  mercer  of  Chester- 
field  was  like  to  feel  in  his  pone  bottom.    But  for  her 
part,  lot  matters  wag  how  they  would,  an  if  Slastef- 
Julian  Peveril  was  lo  caoia  u>  his  owi^  ahi-  < 
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pv0  99  m9K  9  mum  ts  ePer  anot&sr  who  wu  bkeljr 
t^  be  Ledy  at  Miirtifldale. 

The  text  of  this  lecture,  or,  in  other  words,  the  fact 
that  Brtdffenorth  was  fpne  with  a  party  to  attack  Sir 
Creofthey  Pcveril  ia  bis  own  Caetle  of  Martiildal& 
apundsQ  so  siunnio^y  stvanl^e  in  the  eara  of  those  old 
retainers  of  his  fanuljr.  that  they  had  no  power  either 
to  Btlend  to  Mistress  Deborah's  inferences)  or  to  in- 
tenrapi  the  vebcity  of  speech  with  which  she  povred 
them  ibqh.  And  when  at  length  she  made  a  breatfa- 
kaqs  pause,  all  that  poor  Dame Ellesmere could  reply, 
*was  cbe  emphatic  questioiit  "Bridsenorth  brave 
Peveril  of  the  Peak  I— la  the  woman  mad  f ' 
.'^Come,  coflWb  dame,"  said  Deborah,  ^' woman 
roe  not  more  tnn  I  woman,  you.  I  have  not  been 
called  Mistreea  at  the  head  of  the  table  for  ao  ^aany 
yeara,  to  be  woman*d  here  by  you.  And  for  die 
news,  it  is  as  true  as  that  you  are  sitting  there  in  a 
white  hood,  who  wili  wear  a  blaek  one  ere  long." 

"  Lance  Outram,"  said  the  old  woman,  "makeoot^ 
if  thou  be' St  a  man,  arid  listen  about  if  aught  stirs  op 
attheCastlfr" 

"If  there  should,'*  said  Outram,  "  I  am  even  too 
long  kens 4"  and  be  canght  up  his  croea4>ow,  and  one 
or  two  arrowa,  and  rushed  out  of  the  cottage. 

" WeU-a-dayl".  said  Mistress  Oeboimh,  ''see  if*my 
newe  have  not  frightened  away  Lance  Outram  too, 
whom  they  used  to  ssy  nothing  oould  start.  But  do 
net  lake  on  so,  dame  1  for  I  dare  say  if  the  Castle  and 
the  lands  pasi  to  my  new  maater.  Major  Bridgenorth, 
as  it  is  like  they  will— for  I  have  beud  that  he  has 
powerful  debta  over  the  estate-Tyou  shell  have  my 
good  word  with  him,  and  I  premise  you  he  ia  no  bad 
man;  something  precise  about  preaching  and  preyinjL 
and  about  the  dress  which  one  ahould,wear,  which,  i 
must  own,  beseems  not  a  gentleroani  a^  to  be  sore, 
every  woman  knows  beet  what  becomes  her.  But 
for  yoo, dame,  that  wear  a  prayer4)ook  at  yoar  girdle, 
with  your  houae-wifeHsase,  and  never  change  the 
faahion  of  your  white  hood,  I  dare  say  he  will  not 
grudge  you  the  little  matter  you  need,  aiid  are  not  able 
to  wjn.*' 

"  Out,  sordid  jade  1"  exolaimed  Dame  EUesmerai 
her  very  fieeh  ooivering  betwixt  apprehension  and 
anger,  and  hold  your  pence  this  instant,  or  I  will 
find  thoae  that  ehaiL  flay  the  very  hide  from  thee  with 
dog-whip&  Hast  thou  eat  thy  noble  master's  bread, 
not  only  to  betray  his  trust,  and  fly  from  his  serviee, 
but  wouldstthou  come  herci  like  an  ill-omened  bird  aa 
-  ahou  art,  to  triumph  over  hia  downfall  1" 

'*'^ay.  Dame."  aaid  Deborah,  over  whom  the  vio- 
leiKe  of  the  old  womnti  had  obtained  a  certain  pre^ 
damiMjieei  '^  it  is  not  I  that  say  it-^-only  the  warrant 
af  the  Parliament  folks." 

"I  thowdH-we  had  done  with  thisr  wafranta  ever 
aince  the  messed,  twenty- ninth  of  May,"  said  the  old 
housekeeper  of  Martiodale  Caatlc ;  *'bnt  thia  I  leli 
the^  aweetheart,  that  I  have  seen  each  warrants 
crammed,  at  the  swxord's  point,  down  the  tbvData  -of 
them  that  brought  them  i  and  eo  shall  this  be,  if  there 
is  one  true  man  left  to  dnnk  of  the  Dove.-^' 

Aaahe  spoken  Ifanoe  Outram  re-entered  the  cottage. 
"  NaoAt^"  he  said  in  dismay^  '*  I  doubt  it  is  trie 
what  ahe  saya.  The  beacon  tower  ia  aa  black  as 
«ny  belt  No  Pole-atar  of  PeveriL  What  does  that 
betoken  9" 

^Deatk  ruin,  and  e«»Civity,"  exclaimed  oM  EHes- 
«nera.  "  Ifaka  fitrlhe  Caatle.  thou  knave.  Thrasthi 
tl^  mat  body.  Strike  for  the  house  that  bred  thee 
«Dd  t(Bd  ihees  and  if  thou  art  buried  uMler  the  niina, 
thou  dieata.  man's  dea^." 

'*  Nay,  naunt.  I  aball  not  be  slack,"  answered 
Outram.  "  But  here  oome  folka  thia  I  warrant  can 
tell  lie  more  on't." 

One  or  two  of  the  female  aervanta,  who  had  fled 
from  the  Castle  during  the  alarm,  now  rushed  in  with 
varMMis  reports  ot  theeaae;  but  all  agreemg  that- a 
body  of  armed  men  were  in  poascosion  of  the  Caede, 
and  that  Major  Bridgenoith  hmdi  taken  yonna  Mmter 
lutian  prieoner.  and  conveyed  him  down  to  Moultraa- 
sie-HaH,  with  his  ieet  tied  under  the  belly  of  the  nag 
,  -^  ahameful  eight  to  be  aeea— and  be  ao  weU  born 
and  so  handaome.  • 

tLaaoaaoraifihed  hia  beadi  and  Ihnngh  leeltngthc 


datyineambent  nphn  biln  aa  a  (hithM8emint.ii1iicy 
H-aa  indeed  specially  dinned  mto  him  by  the  cries  ai4 
exdamationa  of  hia  aant^  he  seemed  not  a  liiiledv- 
biooa  how  m  conduct  himself.  **I  weald  to  God, 
navnt,"  he  said  at  last, "  that  old  Whitaker  weretKfC 
now,  with  his  long  storioe  about  Marston-moor  nd 
Rdge-hill,  that  made  tie  all  yawn  our  Jawi  offther 
hinges,  in  spite  of  broiled  nehen  and  dooble-beert 
Wten  a  man  ia  miased,  be  is  moaned,  as  thev  aaf ; 
and  I  wookl  rather  than  a'broad-pieoe  he  had  bees 
here  to  have  aorted  this  matter,  for  it  it  clean  om  ol 
my  way  as  a  woodsman,  that  have  no  skill  of  war. 
But  dang  tt,  if  old  Sir  Oeeflrey  go  to  the  wall  witboot 
a  knock  for  it !— Here  you,  Nelr— (epeaking  to  one  of 
the  fhgitive  maidene  from  the  Castle)— "but,  no-yoa 
have  not  the  heart  of  a  cat,  and  are  afrud  of  )tMr 
own  shadow  by  moonlight*— But,  Co,  you  are  a  fltoui* 
hearfeed  wench,  and  know  a  bnck  from  a  buHfiixk 
Hark  thee,  Cia,  as  yoo  woald  wish  to  be  marncd  get 
up  to  the  Caatle  again,  and  get  ^ee  in~thoa  mM 
knoweat  where— for  thou  haat  oA  gotten  ont  of  pon* 
em  to  a  dance,  or  junketing,  to  my  knowledgeTQcl 
thee  back  to  the  Caatle,  as  ye  hope  to  be  marrieih 
See  my  lady-^they  cannot  ninder  thee  of  that~mj 
lady  has  a  head  worth  twenty  of  eura— If  I  m  w 
gather  force,  light  op  the  beacon  for  a  signal;  tod 
spare  not  a  tar  barret  on't  Thou  mayat  do  it  ttk 
enough.  I  warrant  the  Ronndheads  busy  with  dhiik 
and  phinder.— And,  hark  thee,-aay  to  my  lady  I  u 
gone  down  to  the  mineral  houaea  at  Bonadventnn. 
The  rogaea  were  mntinyin^foifhetr  wanes  bat  yeaO' 
days  tbey  will  be  all  ready  for  good  or  bad.  Let  her 
Bsnd  ordara  down  to  me  1  or  do  you  oome  jwniS, 
yonr  lege  are  long  enongb." 

**  Whether  they  are  or  not.  Master  Lanoa  (nd  f* 
know  nothing  of  the  matter,)  they  ebal]  do;«tf 
errand  to-night,  for  love  of  the  oM  JEmgfataMni 

So  Cialy  SeUok,  a  kind  of  Detbyahire CwA^ 
had  won  the  smock  at  the  foot-race  at  ^boota. 
sprang  forward  towards  the  Cssde,  with  1  ape4 
which  few  could  hkve  eounlled. 

^* There  goee  a  mettled  wench,"  aaid  Lance;  uA 
now,  naunt,  give  me  the  old  broad  swoTd--itis8bQn 
the  bed-head-^nd  my  wood-knife  i  and  IduUdo 
well  enough." 

"And  what  is  to  become  of  me?"  bleated  thetD* 
fortonate  Miarress  Deborah  Debbitch. 

"Yoo 
Deb; 

care  no  harm  befalla  you; 
attempt  to  break  bounde."  . 

So  aaying,  and  TOnderingin  hia  own  mrod  ibe  tan 

whkh  he  had  undertaken,  the  hardy  forester  stnrae 

down  the  moontii^t  glsda  ecaroely  hesnnff.tbe 

titions  which  Dame  J 


onate  Miarress  Deborah  Debmtcn.         ,^ 
Yoa  most  remain  herewith  my  aunt;  KjRnn 
) ;  and,  for  old  aoquaintanoe'  aaK&  she  wiU  take 
e  no  harm  befalla  youc  but  take  heed  bow  yon 


asleep,  yeSammera,  ainkere,  and  dnft-driverat  tntf  , 
out,  ye  anbterranean  badgere.    Here  is  yonr  niaaier^ 
Sir  Geofirey,  dead,  for  aaght  yoo  know  or  care.  •  uo 
not  you  aee  the  beaoon-ia  unht,  and  yoa  sit  uieie  Iw 
ao  nfany  aaaeeT'  . 

"  Why,"  answered  one  of  the  roinen,  who  bow  » 
gan  to  oome  out  of  their  huts, 
**A»h«b»dMd, 
Ba  WiU  eaft  so  oMra  braad." 

**  And  you  are  like  to  eat  none  neither,"  nidi^f^} 
"for  the  works  will  be  presently  stopped,  and  »l«i 

^wXand  what  of  it,  Maater  Lance?  Am  flood 
play  for  naught  aa  work  for  naught  Reie  nnot 
wedLO  we  have  scarce  aeen  the  colour  of  Sir  9*°?*^ 
coin  t  and  yon  ask  us  tocare  whether  he  b^oead orn 
lifo!  For  yoo,  that  gbea  about,  trotting  upoo  1^ 
hofae^  and  doing  for  work  what  aH  men  <h  for  pl<» 
enre,  it  may  he  wnll  enough ;  bat  it  ia  another  niatK| 
to  be  leaving  Gkid'a  lii^t,  and  burrowing  all  day  aad 
ught  in  darkneea,  like  a  toad  m  a  hde-that'ajotg 
be  done  for  naught,  I  trow  vend  if  Sir  uealtRr{ 
deadThia  soul  w€  aufiar  for't;  and  if  he's  aia^  Wl 
have  him  in  the  Barraoot  Court" 
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•  "Hark  ya  gafftr,*^  eaJd  Lance,  "atitf  take  nmice, 
my  mates,  all  of  vou,"  for  a  considerable  number  of 
fhese  mde  and  suSterranean  peopre  had  now  assem- 
bled  to  hear  the  discussion— '^Haa  SirCJeoffrey,  thiiifc 

Ku^  ever  pot  a  p>ennv  in  hia  pouch  otit  of  thn  same 
tnadventuramine?  * 

'  "  I  cannot  say  as  T  think  he  has,**  answered  old 
Oitehley,  the  party  who  maintained  the  controversy. 
"Answer  on  your  conscience,  thouRh  it  be  bnta 
leaden  one,  Do  not  you  know  that  he  hath  loai  a  good 
pcnnyT* 
"  Why.  I  believe  he  may,"  safd  Gaffer  Ditchley. 

•  What  then?— loae  to-day,  win  to-morrow— <he  miner 
mast  eat  in  the  mean  time." 

*'  True ;  but  what  will  yon  eat  when  Maater  Bridge- 
north  gets  the  land,  that  will  not  hear  of  a  mine  bemg; 
wrought  on  his  own  ground  1  Will  he  work  ottiat 
dead  loss,  think  yef  demanded  trusty  Lance. 

"  Hridgenortb  1— he  of  Moultrassie-Hall,  that  sto^ 
he  great  Felicity  Work,  on  which  his  father .laiid 
out,  some  say,  ten  thousand  pounds,  and  never  sot  in' 

•  pen ny  1  Why.  what  h as  he  to  do  with  Sir  Geoffrey's 
property  down  here  at  Bonadventurel  It  was  never 
hialtrow." 

"Nay,  what  do  I  know?"  answered  Lanca  wiro 
saw  the  impression  he  had  made.  **Law  and  debt 
vvill  give  him  half  Derbyshire,  I  think,  onleas  yon 
BUnd  by  old  Sir  Geoffrey.*' 

•*But  if  Sir  Geoffrey  be  dead,"  said  Ditchlev^  cau- 
tionsiy^  **  what  good  will  our  standing  by  do  to  him  T* 

"I  did  not  say  he  was  dead,  but  only  as  bad  as 
dead ;  in  the  hands  of  the  Roundheada— a  prisoner  up 
vidnder,  at  his  own  castl&*'88id  Ladoe:  "and  will 
have  his  head  cut  of!|  like  the  good  Earl  or  Derby's,  at 
Bohon-te- Moors." 

"Nay^then,  comrades,"  said  Gaffer  Ditchley,  "an 
It  be  as  Master  Lance  saySi  I  think  we  shoiild  bear  a 
hand  for  stout  old  Sir  Geoffrey,  against  a  low-bom 
mCafl-spirited  fellow  like  Biid^north,  who  shut  up  a 
shaft  bad  cost  thousands^  without  getting  a  pennv 
profit  on't.  So  hurra  for  Sir  Geoffrey,  and  down  with 
the  Rump !  But  hold  ye  a  blink— hold"— (and  the 
waving  of  his  hand  stopped  th^  commencihg  cheer)— 
**  Hark  ye,  Master  Lance,  it  must  be  all  over,  for  the 
beacon  is  a»  black  as  night;  and  yon  know  yourself 
that  marks  the  Lord's  death." 

"It  wfll  kindle  aoain  in  an  instant,"  said  Lance: 
internally  adding,  "I  pray  to  God  it  may !— It  will 
kindle  in  an  instant— lack  of  fnel  and  the  oonftuion  of 
the  family." 

*  Ay.  like  enow,  like  enow,"  said  Ditchlef  t  "  but  I 
whina  oudge  till  I  see  it  btazmg." 

"  Wh^  then,  there  a  ^oea!"  niid  Lance.  •Thank 
tnee,  Cis— thank  thee,  niy  good  wench.— Believe  your 
own  eyes,  my  lads,  if  you  will  not  believe  me;  and 
now  hurra  ibr  Peveril  of  the  Peak— the  King  *nd  bis 
frienda— and  down  witb  Rumps  and  Roundheads!" 

The  sudden  rekindling  of  the  beacon  had  all  the 
ell^.t  which  Lance  could  have  desired  upon  the  minds 
of  his  rude  and  ignorant  heaters,  who,  in  their  Super- 
stitious humour,  had  strongly  associated  the  Pcrtar- 
star  of  Peveril  with  the  fortunes  of  the  family.  *OnCe 
moved,  according  to  tho  national  character  of  their 
countrymen,  they  soon  became  enthusiastic;  and 
Lance  found  himself  at  the  head  of  thirty  stout  fel- 
Iowa  and  upward!L  armed  with  their  pick-axes  and 
reedy  to  execute  whatever  task  he  should  impose  on 
them. 

Trusting  to  enter  the  Castle  by  the  posteni  which 
bad  served  to  accommodate  himself  and  other  do- 
meatics  uppn  an  emergency,  his  only  anxtety  waa  to 
keep  hi^  march  silent;  and  he  earnestly  recomihended 
to  his  followers  to  reserve  their  dhonts  for  the  moment 
cff  tite  attack.  They  had  not  advanced  far  on  their 
•««d  to  the  Castle,  when  Cisly  Saliek  mat  them,  so 
breathless  with  haata  that  the  poor  girl  was  ^Uiged 
to  throw  herself  into  Maater  Laitcira  arma 

^  Stand  ap,  my  mettled  wench,"  eaid  he.  givthg  har 
s  tAy  kiss  at  the  same  time,  **  and  kl  ua  katrW  what 
ia  eoin^  on.  up  at  the  Castle." 

*'My  ittdf  bids  yon,  aa  yOo  Would  serve  God  and 
TDur  master,  not  to  oome  up  to  the  Castle,  whidlf  can 
Mf  ittaka  bloodahed ;  for  she  says  Sir  GiMmy  is  law- 
fully in  hand,  and  thai  lia  ttiwit  bida  tha  iasoa-i  artd- 


that  he  is  innocanf  aJT^iti  he  is  ehatttd  wTtli,  «i^4i 
gomg  up  to  speak  for  htmsalf  before  King  and  CoonM 
cil,  and  she  goes  up  with  hint.  And  li^sidea,  they  haf« 
found  out  the  poatem,  the  roundhead  rbguea  $  for  two 
of  them  saw  me  when  I  went  out  af  door,  and  ohaastt 
me ;  but  I  showed  them  a  fair  pahr  of  heels." 

"  Aa  ever  dashed  dew  fyotn  the  cowslip,"  saM  Lanalv 
"But  what  thefou!  flend  ia  to  be  done  7  far  if  tM 
have  secured  the  poscem,  I  know  not  iww  the  dickaul 
we  can  get  in.'* 

**  All  is  fkstened  w)Ai  boll  aild  atapfe,  and  guardad 
wftb  gun  and  pistol,  at  tfie  Oastle,"  Qtioth  Cialyi 
'*aml  so  shatp  are  they,  thai  they  nigh  caught  tnt 

— : ...L  —  ._^.j_  -^essagUi  aa  i  told  you.    Btii 

M  deliver  her  son,  Master 
fhaC  'abji»  would  hoM  it  gCKRi 
service." 

"Whati'*  said  Lance,  "is  yoUng  maatar  at  tM 
Castle?  r  taught  him  to  shoot  his  f&rat  shaft.  Bnt 
how  to  get  in  r  ' 

*'He  was  ot  the  Castle  in  tlie  midat  of  the  mflh 
but  old  Bridgenorth  haa  carried  him  down  prtsonar  w 
the  Hall,*'  answered  Cisly.  "There  was  never  fkitif 
nor  courtesy  in  an  old  Pnritan,  who  never  had  ^p4 
and  tabor  in  his  hoose  since  ft  waa  baflt." 

''Or  who  stopped  a  promising  mine,"  said  DttehlefV 
"  to-aave  a  few  thousand  pounds,  when  he  miglit  hava 
made  himself  as  rich  aa  the  Loitl  of  ChatjBWoith  aad 
fed  a  hundred  good  fellows  all  thawhilat"         , 

**Why,  then,^  aaid  Lane^  "sSnceyon  $m  all  of  « 
mind,  we  will  go  draw  the  cover  fbr  tha  old  badgWK 
and  I  promise  yon  that  tha  Hall  ia  not  Kka  one  off 
your  real  houses  of  Quality,  where  th§  walls  aw  at 
thick  aa  whinatone*dikea  ^ut  fbDfiah  bAck*w<apli^ 
that  your  pick-axea  will  woik  through  aa  if  it  Wai# 
cheese.  Hnzta  once  tnore  for  Pavml  of  tha  Peak? 
down  with  Bridgenorth,  and  all  npatart  tutk'jMf 
Roundheada!" 

Having  mdulged  the  throatit  of  Ma  fbiky#era  itfth^ 
one  buxom  hnaxa^  Lance  commiinded  them  to  eelisif 
their  clam(5ur8,  and  proCieedied  to  conduct  them,  hy 
such  paths  as  seemed  the  least  likely  to  be  watohedi; 
to  the  court-yatrl of MoultraBare-Hall.  On  tharoaa 
they  were  joined  by  several  atoat  yeoman  Ihrmers^ 
either  followers  of  the  Peveril  fapiily,  or  fHand# 
to'  the  High  CfftirCh'  and  Ctfvalier  banri  Moat  of 
whom,  alarmed  by  the  niswA  ^hleh'Meanto  fly  fkar 
tlirpugh  the  treighbouriiood,  were  aniied  w4«h  awora^ 
and  pistol. 

Lance  Ouiram  hafied  hll»  aattv^  at  iha  dinatlatHr 
aa  he  himself  deacribed  it;  of  a  rQght-shot  from  tb# 
house,  aiid  advanced  atone,  and  in  sflenca  to  rsaslK 
nottre J  and  havmg  previonsly  oonDvandad  Diielito)^ 
and  hia  snbterrabemi  allies  to  cokno'io  m#  asaiataM* 
whenever  be  aboold  whlsllG^  ha  etebt  caatkntaly  miu 
ward,  and  soon  found  that  thaae  wnom  he  came  W 
snrpnae,  tru^  tb  tBe  diteipKna  Whk:h  had  gained  thdr 
party  such  decided  sdp^iority  during  tha  Civil  War/ 
had  posted  a  sentinel,  who  vtMd  xhrwaisjti  th^p  6r>ort' 
yard  piously  chanting  a  psalm  tana,  while  hw  ariiMi 
crossed  on  tiis  bc^m,  hipfHxttd  a  gun  of  formidabia 
length.  ^  .  ,♦ 

'^ow,  a  true  soldier,**  ifald  LaaoaOuttviw  to  Mt»-' 
.sel£  *^would  put'  a  atdp  to  thy  im^ltflg  dittf.  by* 
making  h  broad  arrow  vulvar  in  yoor  heart,  and  no* 
great  alarm  giv«n.  But  dang  ft,  I  hava  not  tharivil^ 
spirit  foraaoftiier-^oanfiorfi^a  man  till  ray  bloorv 
up;  and  for  shooting  him  from  behinda  t^all^it  iv 
cmetljr  like  fo  stttfTking  a  ddier.  r H  a*ea  ftoa  him  aAd 
try  what  to  make  of  mm." 

with  this  doughty  r^solotfon,  and  laltnig  no  hOfMt 
care  to  oonceal  himself,  na  entarsd  tha  isottn-yanl' 
boldlv,  and  waa  making  foraratd  ID  tha  front  daor  of 
tha  {fall,  aa  a  martarof  course^  Bbt  tha  old  Omul** 
w<^iaff.  wha  waa  on  gitani  bad  not  ao  loamed  inm 
dhty.  ^*  Who  goes  1hai«  >^-8laiNl:  fnend<-atand  l  at'> 
verily,  I  will  shoot  thsa  to  death!"  ware  ohalkg^uy 
which  fotfowed  eaoi  other  i|niek,  the  la«t  behw  en^* 
forced  by  the  levellinpr  and  ptMwntlng  the  «id  Toni^' 
barrelled  gun  with  which  ha  waa  anhad. 

•*  Whf  J  whtil  a  mnrrahi  r  anawerad  Lanoa  *  la  if 
voar  fhsnion  to  gi»  a-ahoating  at  thia  tinia  o*  iriii^tT 
Why,  thifl^  ia  but  a  time  for  bat^bwHngr." 

"Nay,  but  hark  thee,  friend,"  sakl  i»  4 
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iMMiiMil  "I  am  noneof  liMMe wlM>d«ihi8  work  neo- 
Ufpmtly^  Thoa  canst  oot  soaiB  ni&  with  thv  craAy 
^Moch,  though  thou  wouldsi  make  it  to  souiia  simple 
in  mine  ear.  Of  a  Teritv  I  will  shoot,  anless  thou  tell 
Ifaf  name  and  business."  • 

^'Name!*'  said  Lance;  why,  what  a  dickens 
siKmld  it  be  but  Robin  Round-Hionest  Robin  of 
Badbam  j  and  for  business,  isn  you  must  needs  know, 
I  fiome  on  a  m^ssaoe  from  some  Parliament  man.  up 
yonder  at  the  Castl&  with  letters  for  worshipful  Maa- 
lirl|ndgenertfaof  Mositnssie-Hall;  and  this  be  the 
plaoe,  as  I  think ;  thongh  why  ye  be  marchmRupand 
down. at  his  door,  like  tbe  sign  of  the  Red  Man,  with 
your  old  firekick  thersb  I  cannot  so  well  guess.*' 

**  Give  me  the  letters,  my  friend,"  saidtbe  sentinel, 
to  whom  this  ezplaoatioa  seemsd  very  natural  end 
probable,  "and  I  will  cause  them  forthwith  to  be  de- 
ftYsrsd  inta  his  worship's  own  band." 
;  Rummaiging  in  his  poekets,  as  if  to  puU  out  ttM 
letters  which  never  existed.  Master  Lance  approached 
iriihin  the  qentinet's  pieces  and,  before  be  was  aware, 
suddenly  seized  him  by  the  collar,  whistled  sharp  and 
•nrill,  and  exerting  his  skill  as  a  wrestler,  for  which 
&e  had  been  distinguished  in  his  youth,  he  stretched 
Bis  antagonist  on  his  back— the  musket  ibrwhicfa  they 
Muggleq  going  offin  the  fall.  .      ,       ^ 

Tnenuners  rushed  m to  the  court-yard  at  Lance's 
signal  I  and,  hopeless  any  longer  of  prosecuting  his 
design  in  silence,  Lance  commanded  two  of  them  to 
vours  the  priaoner,  and  the  rest  to  cheer  loudly,  and 
guaok  the  door  of  the  house.  Instantly  the  court- 
f  ard  of  the  mansion  rang  with  tbe  ory  of  "  Peveril 
•f.  the  Peak  ^r  evert"  with  all  the  abuse  which  the 
Ei^ttlisu  had  invented  to  cast  iipon  theRoundheadi^ 
during  so  many  years  of  contention ;  and  at  the  same 
tqM  while  aome  asaailed  the  door  with  their  mining 
iasipldtDSQts,  otbers  directed  tbeir  attadc  against  the 
angles  where  a  kind  of  porch  joined  to  the  main 
mat  of  the  building )  and  there^  m  some  degree  pfo- 
taoted  by  the  projection  of  tbe  well,  and  of  a  balcony 
vhioh  overhung  the  porch*  wrought  in  more  security, 
aa  well  ss  with  more  efiect,  than  the  others ;  for 
we  doore  being  of  oak,  thickly  studded  with  nails, 
offiired  a  more  effisctnalresisunce  to  violence  than  the 
bcifibi'Work. 

•  Tbe  noise  of  this  hobbob  on  the  ontsid^  soon  ex- 
cited wild  alarm  aqd  tumult  within.  Lights  flew 
ftom  wjndow  to  window^  and  vonss  were,  heard 
demanding  the  cauae  of  the  attack;  to  which  the 
party  erias  of  those  who  were  in  the  oourtryard  aflont- 
ad  a  auffldent,  or  atioast  the  only  answer,  which  waa 
vouchsafed.  At  length  the  window  of  a  projecting 
■taueaae  opened,  ana  the  voice  of  Bridgenortn  him- 
aslf  demanded  authoritatively  what  the  tumult  ^neant, 
and  commanded  the  riotere  to  deeiat,  upon  their  own 
proper  and  immediate  periL 

**  We  want  <Nir  young  roaater,  m  canting  old 
tbie^"  was  the  reply ;  "  and  if  we  have  him  not  in- 
atantly,  the  topmost  stone  of  your  noose  shall  lie  as 
Imt  as  ihe  foiindatMNi  1" 

.'^We  will  try  that  presently,"  said  Bridgenorth; 
**  for  if  there  is  another  blow  struck  against  the  walla 
af  my  peacefol  honasi  I  will  Are  my  carabine  among 
yov,  and  voiir  hk>od  be  upon  your  own  head.  I  have 
aacoreor  friendsi  well  armed  with  mqsketand  pis- 
tol, to  defeM  my  house ;  and  we  have  both  the  means 
and  heart,  with  Heaven's  assistance,  to  repay  any 
sipleiioe  yon  aan  <^er." 

''Master  Bridganortb,"  replied  Lanoe,  who,  thoogh 
no  soldier,  was  sportsman  enough  to  comprehend  the 


**I  would  take  the  hoaest  flaw's  word,  and  H 
young  Peveril  go,"  said  one  of  the  garrison,  who, 
carelessly  yawning,  approached  on  the  inside  the  poai 
at  whkh  Bridgenorth  nad  stationed  himedf. 

**Are  you  mad 7"  said  Bridgenorth;  **or  do  pu 
think  roe  poor  enough  in  spirit  to  give  up  the  advai>- 
tagea  I  now  poasess  over  the  family  of  Peveril  for  die 
awe  of  a  parcel  of  bqon^  whom  the  first  dischaigi 
will  scatter  like  chafTbefore  the  whirlwind  T' 


•dUifitage  wbi^h  those  under  cover^  and  using  fito^ 
arms,  rouat  naceaaanly  have  over  his  party,  exposed 
to  their  aim,  in  a  great  rooaaure,  an^  without  means 
oC  answering  their  firsb—'*  Mafter  BndgsnortMet  us 
avave  parley  with  you,  and  fair  conditiona.  We  de- 
ii«  10  do  yon  no  evil,  bat  will  have  back  0|v  young 
maMert  itis  enough  thaiyonhavsaotouroldoneand 
hia  lady.  It  b  foul  chaaina  to  kUl^hart,  bind,  and 
fiiwni  an^  we  will  give  you  aome  Uglit  on  the  sob- 
iect  in  an  instant." 

This  speech  was  followed  by  a  great  craah  aaMmgst 
the  lower  windows  of  the  house,  according  to  a  new 
apecies  of  attack  which  had  been  suggested  by  some 
of  tbaaaaailants. 


Nsy,"  answered  the  speaker,  who  was  the  l 

individual  that  had  struck  Julian  by  his  resembkoce 
to  the  man  who  called  himself  Ganlesse,  "  I  k/ve  a 
dire  revenge,  but  we  shall  buy  it  somewhat  too  dear 
if  these  rascals  set  the  house  on  fire,  aa  they  are  like 
to  do,  while  you  are  parleying  from  the  window. 
They  have  thrown  torches  or  fire-brands  into  tbe 
hall;  and  it  is  all  our  friends  can  do  to  keep  the 
flame  from  catching  the  wainscoting,  which  is  old 
and  dry." 

"Now,  may  Heaven  judge  thee  for  thy  Ikhtnesi 
of  s|)irit"  answered  Bridgenorth ;  "one  would  think 
mischief  was  so  properly  thy  element,  that  to  thee  it 
was  indifleittnt  whether  fnend  or  foe  was  the  suflerer.*' 

So  saying  lie  ran  hastilv  down  stairs  towards  the 
hall,  into  .which,  through  broken  caseraeuca,  am^be- 
twixt  the  iron  bars,  which  prevented  human  entrance 
the  assaflants  had  thrust  nghted  straw,  sofficfent  to 
excite  much  smoke  and  some  fire,  and  to  throw  tbi 
defendere'  of  the  houae  into  great  confrision ;  iaso> 
much,  that  of  several  shots  fired-  hastily  from  tbe 
windowa,  little  or  no  damage  followed  to  the  bcw- 
ers,  who,  getting  warm  in  the  onset,  answered  im 
hostile  charaea  vHth  loud  shouts  of  "  Peveril  ligr 
ever  I"  and  had  already  made  a  practicakile  bretdi 
through  the  brick-wall  of  the  tenement,  ibraagk 
which  Lance,  Ditchley,  and  several  of  tbe  musi  id- 
venturous  among  their  followen^  made  their  n^ 
into  the  hall.  . 

The  complete  capture  of  the  house  remainedl  bov- 
ever.  as  far  off  as  ever.    The  defenders  ntnd  vitk 
much  coolness  and  skill,  that  aolemn  and  den  s^ 
of  enthusiasm  which  sets  life  st  less  than  BoimB£,m 
comparison  to  real  or  supposed  dutv.    From  the  uU- 
opened  doore  which  led  into  the  ball,  they  maintaiBcd 
a  fire  which  began  to  grow  fatal.    One  mina  was 
ahot  dead ;  throe  or  four  were  wounded  ;  and  Lance 
scarce  kneiw  whether  he  should  drew  his  forces  from 
the  hooae^  and  leave  it  a  prev  to  the  flames,  or,  mak- 
ing a  desperete  attack  on  the  posts  occupaed  oy  iht 
defenders,  try  to  obtain  unmolested  possession  cu  the 
place.    At  this  moment  his  course  of  conduct  was  d^ 
termined  by  an  unexpected  occunence,  of  which  it  is 
necesssry  to  trace  the  cause. 

Julian  Peverilbad  been,  like  other  inhabitanu  d 
Moultrassie-Hall  on  that  momentous  night,  awaken- 
ed by  the  report  of  the  sentinel's  mnskeL  followed  by 
the  shouts  of  his  fsther's  vassals  and  lonowers ;  cii 
which  he  collected  enough  to  guess  that  Bridgenorth's 
house  was  attacked  with  a  view  to  his  Gbcntiop. 
Very  doqjbtful  of  the  issue  of  such  an  attempt,  dizzy 
with  the  slumber  from  which  he  had  been  ao  saodenly 
awakened,  and  confounded  with  the  rapid  suoceasKMi 
of  events  to  which  he  had  been  lately  a  witness,  be 
speedily  put  on  a  part  of  his  clothes,  and  hastened  to 
the  window  of  his  apartment.  From  this  he  could 
see  nothing  to  relieve  bis  anxiety,  for  it  looked  towaxda 
a  quarter  difierent  from  that  on  which  the  attack 
was  made.  He  attempted  hia  door;  it  was  locked 
on  the  outsUe;  and  his  oeinlexity  and  anxiety  be- 
came extreme,  when  suddenly  the  )ock  waa  tamed, 
and  in  an  undress,  hastily  assumed  m  the  moment  of 
alarm^  her  bau-  streaming  on  her  shouldera,  her  i 
gleammg  betwixt  foar  and  reeolutioa,  Alice  Brii 
north  runhed  into  his  apartnent  and  seized  _ 
hand  with  the  forvent  eaciamation,  "Julian,  ssvomy 
fatherl"  ««,  -,         «m 

The  light  which  she  bore  in  her  hand  asrved  ta 
ahow  those  featurea  which  could  rarely  have  been 
viewed  by  ah)r  one  without  emotkm,  but  which  bart 
an  expreasion  irresistible  to  a  lovec 
,  *'  AJk^"  he  aaid,  "  what  meana  thb  7  What  ia  dw 
dansnr?   Where  is  your  fatherf  .   ^^     . 

"Do  not  stay  to  question,"  she  aoaweiadt  "biiti* 
you  would  aavtliim.lMlowiner 
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At  (he  n me  ume  she  led  ihe  way,  with  great  speed, 
half  wav  down  the  turret  staircaae  which  led  to  his 
room,  thence  turning  Uirough  a  aide  door,  along  a 
long  gallery,  tea  Iarger«and  wider  stair,  at  the  bot- 
tom of  which  stood  her  father,  surrounded  by  four  or 
^je  of  his  friend^  scarce  discernible  through  the 
amoke  of  the  fire  which  began  to  take  hold  in  the 
haJL  as  well  as  that  which  arose  from  the  repeated 
discharge  of  their  own  fir«Hirn)s. 

Julian  saw  there  was  not  a  moment  to  be  lost,  if 
OS  meant  to  be  a  successful  mediator.  He  rushed 
through  Bridgenorth's  party  ere  they  were  aware  of 
his  approach,  and  throwing  aimself  amongst  the  as- 
aailauta  who  occupied  the  hall  in  considerable  num- 
bers, be  assured  tnera  of  his  personal  safety,  and  con- 
jured then  to  depart 

"Not  without  a  few  more  slices  at  the  Rump,  mas- 
ter," answered  Lance.  "I  am  principally  glad  to  see 
you  safe  and  well  j  but  here  is  Joe  Rimegap  shot  as 
.dead  as  a  buck  in  season,  and  more  of  us  ore  hurt; 
and  weUl  have  revenjze,  and  roast  the  Puritans  like 
•pplM  for  lambswool  Ir 

«  "  Then  you  shajl  roa^t  me  along  with  them,*'  said 
iuUan ;  "ior  I  vow  to  God,  I  will  not  leave  the  hall, 
oeing  bound  by  parole  of  honour  to  abide  with  M(Oor 
Bridgenorth  till  lawfully  dismissed." 

,  **Now  out  on  yoiL  an  you  were  ten  times  a  Peve- 
ril !"  said  Ditchley  i  to  give  so  many  honest  fellows 
loss  and  labour  on  your  behal£  and  to  show  them 
no  kindo'  countenance.— I  say,  beat  up  the  fire,  and 
bum  ail  together !" 

"  Nsy.  nay:  but  peace,  my  masters,  and  hearken  to 

Bson,^'  said  Julian ;  **^we  are  all  here  in  evil  condi- 


xvoBwu,      BOlu  ^viiaii  i      wc  ore  aii  m^ic  *i*.  s,^ti  ^^viiui- 

tion,  and  you  will  only  make  it  worse  bv  contention. 
Do  you  help  to  put  out  this  same  fire,  which  will  else 
<30Bt  us  all  dear.  Keep  yourselves  under  arms.  Let 
Blaster  Brid^enorth  and  me  seide  some  grounds  of 
accommodation,  and  I  trust  all  will  be  favourably 
made  up  on  both  sides;  and  if  not,  you  shall  have  my 
consent  and  countenance  to  fight  it  out ;  and  come 
on  it  what  will,  I  will  never  forget  this  night's  good 
•enrice." 

He  then  drew  Ditchley  and  Lance  Outram  aside, 
while  the  rest  stood  suspended  at  his  appearance  and 
words,  and  ezpreseing  the  utmost  thiinks  and  grati- 
tude for  what  they  had  already  done,  urged  them,  as 
the  greatest  £svour  which  they  could  do  towards  him 
and  nis  father's  house,  to  permit  him  to  negotiate  the 
terms  of  his  emancipation  from  thraldom;  at  the 
same  time  forcins  on  Ditchley  five  or  six  gold  .pieces, 
that  the  brave  laas  of  Bonadventure  might  drink  his 
health ;  whilst  to  Lance  he  expressed  the  warmest 
oense  of  his  active  kindness^  but  protested  he  could 
only  consider  it  as  good  service  to  his  house,  if  he 
was  allowed  to  manage  the  matter  after  his  own 
fiishion.  . 

"Why,"  answered  Lance,  "I  am  well  out  on  it, 
Master  Julian ;  for  it  is  matter  beyond  my  mfiisiery. 
All  that  I  stand  to  i;),  that  I  will  see  you  safe  out  of 
this  same  Mouhrassia-Hall ;  for  our  old  naunt  Elles- 
fxiera  will  else  give  me  but  cold  comfort  when  I  come 
home.  Truth  is,  I  began  unwillingly ;  but.  when  I 
saw  the  poor  follow  Joe  shot  beside  me,  why,  I  thought 
fve  should  have  some  amends.*  But  I  put  it  all  in 
your  honour's  hands." 

During  this  colloquy  both  parties  hsd  been  amica- 
bhr  employed  in  extinguishing  the  fire,  which  might 
Otherwise  have  been  fatal  to  oil'  It  required  a  general 
eB^^Tt'to  get  it  under;  and  both -parties  agreed  on  the 
necessary  Ubour,  with  as  much  unanimity,  as  if  the 
vrater  they  brought  in  leathern  buckeis  from  the  well 
CO  throw  upon  the  fire,  had  had  som(S  effect  in  slaking 
cheir  mutual  hostility. 
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Neeenitf— thoa  brnit  of  pMeemaker*, 
A*  well  ■•  BureMt  (iromptor  of  inirvntie»»  ^ 
Help  as  to  oompouUoiL^AnonpMUt.       ^ 

AVi^iLE  the  fire  continued,  the  two  parties  laboured 
in  active  union,  like  the  jarring  factions  of  the  Jews 
during  'hn  siege  of  Jerusalem,  when  compelled  io 
Vui.IV. 


unite  in  resisting  an  asssull  of  the  besiegers.  Bui 
when  thn  last  bucket  of  water  had  hissed  on  the  few 
embera  that  continued  to  glimmer— when  the  senae 
of  mutual  hostility,  nitherto  suspended  by  a  feeling  of 
common  danger,  was  in  its  turn  rekindled— the  parties 
mingled  as  they  had  hitherto  been  in  one  common 
exertion,  drew  off  from  each  other,  and  began  to 
themselves  at  opposite  sides  of  the  hall,  and 


their  weapons  as  ij(  for  a  renews!  or  tha 

Jndgenorth  interrupted  any  further  progress  of  thia 
menaced  hostility.  '^Julian  Peveril,"  he  said, .''  thoa 
art  free  to  walk  thine  own  path,  since  thou  wilt  not 
walk  with  me  that  road  which  is  more  safe,  as  well 
as  more  honourable.  But  if  you  do  by  mv  counsel, 
you  will  get  soon  beyond  the  British  aeas."^ 

"Ralph  Bridgenorth,"  said  one  of  his  fnends,  thm 
is  but  evil  ana  feeble  conduct  on  thine  own  part 
Wilt  thou  withhold  thy  hand  from  the  battle,  to  6^ 
fend,  from  these  sons  of  Belial,  the  captive  of  thr 
bow  and  of  thy  spearl  Surely  we  are  enow  to  deal 
with  them  in  the  security  of  our  good  old  cause ;  nor 
should  we  part  with  this  spawn  of  the  old  serpeat, 
until  we  essav  whether  the  Lord  will  not  give  us  via*- 
tory  therein.''  ,  *^     . ,.   ,        « 

A  hum  of  stem  assent  followed ;  and  bad  not  uan* 
lesse  now  interfered,  the  combat  would  probably  hava 
been  renewed.  He  took  the  advocate  for  war  apart 
into  one  of  the  window  recesses,  and  apparently  satu^ 
fied  his  objections;  for  as  he  returned  to  his  com* 
panions,  he  said  to  them,  **Our  fiiend  hath  so  wwl 
argued  this  matter,  that,  verily,  since  he  a  of  tM 
same  mind  with  the  worthy  Mi^or  Bridgenorth,  I 
think  the  youth  may  be  set  at  liberty.^'  . 

As  no  further  objectbn  was  offered,  it  only  ranamea 
with  Julian  to  thank  and  reward  those  who  had  been 
active  in  his  assistance.  Having  first  obtamed  from 
Bridgenorth  a  promise  of  inderonitv  to  them  for  the 
rioi  they  had  committed,  a  few  kind  words  conveyed 
his  sense  of  their  services;  and  some  broad  pieces^ 
thrust  into  the  hand  of  Lance  Outram,  furnished  tha 


means  for  aflbrding  them  a  holyday.  They,  would 
have  remained  to  protect  him,  but,  fearful  of  farther 
disorder,  and  relymg  entirely  on  the  good  foith,  ot 
Major  Bridgenorth.  ne  dismissed  them  allexceptiog 
Lance,  whom  he  detained  to  attend  upon  him  for  a 
few  minutes,  till  he  should  depart  from  Mouldrasoe. 
But  ere  leafing  the  Hall  he  could  not  repress  his  da- 
sire  to  speak  with  Bridgenorth  in  secret:  and  advanc- 
ing towards  him,  he  expressed  such  a  desire. 

Tacitly  granting  what  was  asked  of  bun,  Bndga- 
north  led  the  way  to  a- small  summer  saloon  adjpii^ 
ins  to  the  Hall,  where,  with  his  usual  gravity  and  m- 
ditTerence  of  manner,  ne  seemed  to  await  m  silenoa 
what  Peveril  had  to  communicate. 

Julian  found  it  difficult,  where  so  little  opening  waa 
afibrded  him,  to  find  a  tone  in  which  to  open  the  sob- 
jects  he  had  at  heart  thst  should  be  at  once  dignified 
and  conciliating.  *'Maior  Bridgenorth,^'  he  mid  at 
length,  ^  you  have  been  a  son,  and  an  anectionata 
one— You  may  conceive  my  present  anxiety— My 
father !— What  has  been  designed  for  him  7" 

"What  the  law  will,"  answered  Bndgenortli. 
"Had  he  walked  by  the  counsds  which  I  procmad 
to  be  given  to  him,  he  might  have. dwelt  safely  in  the 
house  of  his  ancestors.  His  fote  is  now  bevond  my 
control— far  bevond  youra.  It  must  ba  with  bun  aa 
his  country  shall  decide." 

"  And  my  mother  ?"  said  Pevenl.      , 

"  Will  consult,  as  she  has  ever  done,  her  own  doty : 
and  create  her  own  happiness  by  doing  so,"  replied 
Bridgenorth.  "Believe,  my  designs  towards  yow 
family  are  better  than  they  may  seem  through  the 
mist  which  adversity  has  soread  around  vour  house. 
I  may  triumph  as  a  man ;  out  as  a  man  I  must  also 
remember,  in  my  hour,  that  mine  enemies  have  had 
theirs.— Have  you  aught  else  to  say  T*  he  added,  after 
a  momentary  pause.  "You  have  rejected  once,  yea 
and  again,  the  hand  I  stretched  out  to  you.  Methinka 
little  more  remains  between  us."      '       u       *.   u 

These  words,  which  seem^d  to  cut  short  Ijnher 
discussion,  were  calmly  spoken ;  so  that  though  tney 
sppeared  to  discourage  farther  question,  they  could 
not  interrupt  that  which  still  trembled  on  JuUana 


tongue.  He  made  «  stap  or  twp  Awards  the  door; 
men  stiddtfnly  retamed.  *  lo^ir  daughter?"  he  said— 
"Major  Bridgenorth'—I  should  ask— 1  do  ask  forgive- 
ness for  mentioning  her  name— but  may  I  not  inquire 
ifter  her  ?— May  1  not  exprcae  my  ^vishes  for  her  ibture 
pappmess?" 

,  Your  intereat  in  her  is  but 'loo  flattering/*  said 
Bridgenorih;  "but  you  have  already  chosen  your 
part  {  and  you  must  b^  fn  future,  strangers  to  each 
dther.    I  may  have  ^^'isAed  it  otherwise,  hut  the  hour 
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ger  of  her  jiephew's  homtable  intent,  had  every  thing 
in  the  best  readiness  she  oould,  for  the  son  of  htt 


,  ^n^  to  a  mortal  pilgriijnage— I  shall  care  for  it 
mifficieutly.  She  leavea  thw  place  to-day,  under  the 
guardianship  of  a  8*ire  friend.' ' 

"Not  of T  exclaimed  Peveril,  and  stopoed 

abort;  for  he  felt  he  had  no  tight  to  pronounce  the 
Jiarne  which  came  to  his  lips. 

"  Why  do  you  uause?"  said  Bridgenorth ;  "a  sud- 
den thought  IS  onen  a  wise,  almost  always  an  honest 
nne.  With  whom  did  you  suppose  I  meant  ro  intrust 
vfy  chijd,  that  the  idea  called  forth  so  anxious  #i 
ja^prcssion  T      ' 

"Again  I  should  ask  your  forgiveness,"  said  JuHan, 
rJHoT  meddling  where  I  have  little  right  to  interfere. 
^t  I  saw  a  face  here  that  is  known  to  me— the  per- 
^n  calls  himself  Ganlesse—Is  it  with  bim  that  you 
mw  to  intrust  your  daughter?" 
.  y  Even  to  the  person  v^iio  calls  himself  Ganlesse," 
fpaid  pridgenorth,  without  expressing  either  anger  or 
INMimse. 

/  **  And  do  you  know  to  whom  you  isommit  a  charge 
«o  precious  to  all  who  know  her,  &nd  so  dear  to  your- 
Ijalfr  said  Julian. 

*  Do  you  know,  who  aak  me  the  qnesHon?"  an- 
fiwered  BridRenortb. 

**  I  own  I  do  not,**  answered  Julian ;  "  but  I  have 
^Ken  him  in  a  character  so  different  from  what  he  now 
jvears,  that  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  warn  you,  how  you 
ontruat  the  charge  of  your  child  to  onewho  can  alter- 
nately play  the  profligate  or  the  hypocrite,  as  it  suits 
Jue  own  interest  or  humour." 

Bridgenorth  smiled  contemptuously.  *'  I  might  be 
^mgry,"  he  said,  "  with  the  omcious  zeal  which  sup- 
poses that  its  green  conceptions  can  instruct  my  gray 
nairs :  but,  good  Julian,  I  do  but  only  ask  from  you 
the  libera  constructum.  that  I  who  nave  had  mudi 
^nverse  with  mankind,  kuow  with  whom  I  tnist 
what  is  dearest  to  me.  He  of  whom  thou  speakest, 
Jbath  one  visage  to  bis  friends,  though  he  may  have 
.others  to  the  world,  li  vin?  amongst  those  before  whom 
Jpoocfit  features  should  be  coU'ccaled  un-ier  a  grotesque 
vizard;  even  as  in  the  sinful  sports  of  the  day,  called 
maskingsand  mummeries,  where  the  wise,  if  he  show 
ihijiiself  at  alli  must  be  contented  to  play  the  apish  and 
fantastic  Ibol.** 

",I  would  only  pray  your  wisdom  to  beware,"  said 
Julian,  "ox*  one  who,  as  he  bus  a  viaafd  for  others, 

giay  also  have  one.which'can  disguise  his  real  fcamres 
pm  vourself."         » 

•*  This  is  being  over  careful,  young  man,"  replied 
Bridgenorth,  more  shortly  than  be  had  hitherto 
apoken ;  "if  you  would  walk  by  my  counsel,  yon  will 
aticnd  to  your  own  aflhire,  which,  credit  me,  deserve 
all  ypur  care,  aud  leave  others  to  the  management  of 

This  was  too  plain  to  be  misunderstood ;  and  Peverii 
was  compelled  to  take  his  Igave  of  6rid{;enorth,  and 
.of  Moultrassie-Hall,  without  farther  parley  or  exnla- 
nation.    The  reader  may  imagine  how  of  he  looked 


back,  and  tried  to  gues.s  amongst  the  lights  which 
continued  to  twinkle  in  various  parts  of  the  building, 
which  sparkle  it  was  that  pleamcd  from  the  bower  of 
Alice.  When  the  road  turned  into  another  dirBCtion, 
he  sunk  into  a  deep  reverie,  from  which  he  was  at 
length  roused  by  ihc  voice  of  Lance,  who  demanded 
where  he  intended  to  quarter  for  the  night.  He  was 
unprepared  to  answer  the  question,  but  the  honest 
keeper  himself  prompted  a  solution  of  the  problem, 
by  reciuesiing  that  he  wculd  occupy  a  spare  bed  in  the 
Lodge;. to  which  Julian  willingly  agreed.    The  rest 

«if  the  inhabitants  had  retired  to  rest  when   they    ,  ^, , 

entered;  but  Dome  EHeshicre, apprized  by  a  messen-  I  greenwood,  as  I  have  been  wont  to  do;  (or,  «ls  to 


ancient  patron.  Peveril  betook  himaelf  forest ;  ani, 
notwithstanding  so  many  subjecia  of  anxiety,  slept 
soundly  till  the  morning  waa  far  advanced. 

His  slumbers  were  first  broken  by  Lanoe,  who  hid 
been  long  up,  and  already  active  in  his  service.  Ht 
informed  nim,  that  his  horse,  arms,  and  smali  ek>ak> 
bag.  had  been  sent  from  the  Castle  by  one  of  Manr 
Bndgenorth's  servants,  who  brought  a  letter,  d» 
charging  horn  the  Minor's  service  the  unlbrtanste 
Deborah  Debbitch,  and  prohibiting  her  vetum  to  the 
Hall.  The  officer  ofthe  House  of  Commons,  <Moonad 
by  a  strong  guard,  bad  left  Manindale  CastJe  that 
morning  early,  travelling  in  Sir  Geofit«y*8  carnage— 
his  lady  being  also  permitted  to  attend  on  him.  Tb 
this  he  ktd  to  add,  that  the  property  at  the  Cssds 
was  taken  possession  of  by  Master  Win-the>iight,  ihs 
attorney,  fiom  Cheaterfield,  with  other offioera  of  la#, 
in  name  of  Major  Bridgenorth,  a  laiige  creditor  ofiha 
unfortunate  kmght. 

Having  told  these  Job's  tidings.  Lance  paneed ;  and. 
after  a  moment's  hesitation,  declared  bo  waBreaolna 
to  quit  the  country,  and  ep  up  to  Loqdon  along  witk 
his  young  master.  Julian  argued  the  point  wia 
hhn;  ana  insisted  be  had  better  stay  totflkochanp 
of  his  aunt,  in  case  she  should  be  disturbed  by  ihoe 
strangers.  Lance  replied.  "  She  would  have  one  with 
her,  who  would  protect  her  well  enongfa ;  for  that 
was  wherewithal  to  buy  protectwn  amonsat  cken 
But  for  himself,  he  was  resolved  to  follow  Mum 
Julian  to  the  death." 

Julian  beardly  thanked  kim-for  hia  lova^ 

"  Nay  it  ia  not  altogether  out  of  love  neither,"  saii 
Lance,  "though  I  am  as  loving  as  aftothcr:  bat  it  i^ 
as.it  were,  partly  out  of  fear,  lest  I  be  callea  oiarifo 
coaJs  for  last  night's  matter ;  for  as  for  the  auaa% 
they  will  never  trouble  them,  as  the  creatuiet  vefy 
act  after  their  kind." 

"I  will  write  in  your  behalf  to  Major  Bii^coonh, 
who  is  bound  to  afford  you  protactioa,  if  yea  bava 
such  fear,"  said  Julian. 

"Nay,  for  that  matter,  it  is  not  altosether  fcar, 

ore  than  altogether  love,"  answered  the  < 


tical  keeper;  "althoujgh  it  hath  a  tastinirof  both  m 
it.  And,  to  speak  plain  truth,  thus  it  ia— DaoM  Deb* 
bitch  and  Naunt  Klleamere  have  resolved  'to  set  b^ 
their  horses  together,  and  have  made  op  aU  thor 
quarrels.  And  of  all  gbosta  in  the  workl,  the  woni 
is.  when  an  aid  true-love  comes  back  to  hnuot  apaoi 
fellow  Hke  me.  Mistrees  Deborah,  though  distnaaed 
enow  for  the  lose  of  her  place,  has  been  aheady 
speaking  of  a  broken  sixpence,  or  some  such  token, 
as  if  a  man  could  remember  such  things  ior  so  nany 
years,  even  if  she  had  not  gone  over  aeaa,  like  a 
woodcock,  in  the  mean  while." 

Julian  could  scarce  forbear  laughing.  "  I  thoqglit 
you  too  much  of  a  man,  Lance,  to  fear  a  vraman 
marrying  you  whether  you  would  or  no." 

"It  has  been  many  an  honest  man's  luck,  lor  sQ 
(hat,'^eaid  Lanoe;  ^'and  a  woman  in  the  very  honaa 
has  80  mdny  deuced  opportuaitiea.  And  then  ifaen 
would  be  two  upon  one;  for  Naunt,  though  high 
enough  when  any  of  f(our  folks  are  concerned,  bexk 
some  look  to  the  main  chance;  and  itacemoMia- 
irei'8  Deb  is  as  rich  as  a  Jew." 

"And  you.  Lance,"  said  Julian,  "have  no  nind  to 
marry  for  cake  and  pudding?" 

"No,  truly,  master,"  answered  Lance,  "onleas  I 
knew  of  what  dough  they  were  baked.  How  the 
devil  do  I  kn<^  how  the  jade  came  by  so  much  7 
And  then  if  she  speaks  of  tokens  and  iove-pasaagca, 
let  her  be  the  same  tight  lass  I  broke  the  alxpencs 
with,  and  1  wiU  be  the  same  true  lad  to  her.  But  I 
never  heard  of  true  love  lasting  ten  years;  and  her% 
if  it  lives  at  all,  niiist  be  nearer  twenty." 

"  Well,  then,  Lance,"  said  Julian,  since  yon  aia 
resolved  on  the  thins,  we  will  go  to  London  to^^e- 
ther ;  where,  if  I  cannot  retain  you  in  my  senrioei,  and 
if  my  father  recovers  not  these  misfortunes,  1  will 
endeavour  to  promote  you  elsewhere." 

"Nay,  nay,"  said  Lance,  "1  trust  to  be  back  to 
bonny  Martmdale  before  if  is  long,  and  to  kec-p  Yhe 
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iHlme  Debbiteb.  «4wn  thfl)r  \tvm  doc  mo  for  their 
MmmoQ  butt,  Naunt  and.  ahe  will  soon  (tend  bows 
on  each  otber.  So  here  comes  o(d  Dame  RUeameie 
with  your  braak&at.  I  will  but  give  some  directions 
about  the  deer  to  Rough  Ralph,  my  helper,  and  sad- 
dk  my  forest  pooy,  and  your  hoaour's  horse,  which 
is  Ao  prime  one,  and  we  will  be  ready  to  trot*' 

Jiihin  was  not  sorry  for  this  additioo  to  his  esta- 
blishment;  for  Lanoe  bad  shown  bimaelC  on  the 
imoeding  eyeninft  a  shrewd  ^nd  bold  fellow,  and 
atuehed  to  hia  master.  He  tfaisrefore  set  himself  to 
.  reconcile  his  aunt  to  parting  with  her  nephew  for 
«Nne  lime.  Her  tiMlimited  devotion  for  "  the  family," 
Tsadily  indiioad  the  old  lady  to  aoquiesoe  in  his  pro- 
jKMal,  though  not  without  a  gentle  sigb  over  the  nuns 
of  a  castle  in  the  air,  which  was  founded  on  the  well- 
saved  purse  of  Mistress  Deborah  Debbitch.  "  At  any 
rate,"  she  tboagbc,  "it  was  as  well  that  Lance  should 
be  put  of  the  way  of  that  bold,  long^loxged,  beggarly 
ttollop)  Cis  Sellok."  Bm  to  poor  Deb  berselt  the 
expatnatioB  of  Lajioe,  whom  ahe  had  looked  to  as  a 
«atlor  10  ft  portimder  his  les^  for  which  he  can  run,  if 
weather  becomes  foul,  was  a  second  aevere  blow, 
isUowing  close  on  her  dismissol  from  the  profitable 
•service  of  Major  Bridffonorth. 

Julian  viaitied  the.disconaolate  damseki  in  hopes  of 
fining  some  light  upon  Bridgenorth*s  projects  ro- 
isarding  his  dauipter—the  charaoter  of  this  Qanlesse 
— and  other  matlbrB,  with  which  her  residenee  ia  the 
icmilv  might  bare  made  her  aoqnaintedx  bu^  he 
feuno  her  by  for  too  much  troubled  in  mindf  to  afford 
him  the  least  information.  The  name  sf  Oanleaae 
fbn  did  not  seam  to  fscollect—that  of  Alioe  rendered 
Jier  hysterioal--4bat  of  Brid^enorth,  furjoua.  She 
fHimberod  up  the  vaiioas  services  she  had  rendered  ia 
the  family— and  denounced  the  plague  of  swartseas 
io  the  linen-*of  iaanneas  lo  the  poaltry--of  dearth 
t«nd  dishonour  to  the  housekeeping—and  of  lingering 
aickneea  and  early  death  to  Alioe:— all  which  evils, 
jBhe  averred,  had  only  been  kept  on  by  her  continued, 
watchful,  and  incessant  cares.— Then  again  turmog 
tto  the  subject  of  the  fogitive  Lance,  she  expressed 
«tteh  a  total  contempt  of  that  mean-spiritsd  fellow, 
in  a  tone  between  lauding  and  crying,  as  satisfied 
Julian  it  was  not  a  topic  likely  to  act  as  a  sedative; 
mod  that,  therefoie,  unless  he  made  a  longer  stay 
than  the  urgent  state  of  his  aflhin  |>ermitted,  he  was 
not  likely  to  find  Mistresa  Debor^  in  such  a  state  of 
^somposure  as  might  enable  him  to  obtaiA  fiom  her 
anv  rational  or  usefol  information. 

Lance,  who  gpod«-nat«redly  took  upon  himself  the 
whole  burden  oi  Dame  DebUtch's  mental  alienation, 
or  **  taking  on,"  as  sueh  fits  of  poMHa  ky9ierica  are 
usually  termed  in  the  country,  had  too  much  feeling 
to  present  himself  before  the  victim  of  her  own  sensi- 
bility, and  of  his  obduracy.  He  therefore  intimated 
to  Julian,  by  his  assistant  Ralph,  that  the  horses  stood 
•addled  behind  the  Lodge,  and  that  all  was  rasdy  for 
their  departure. 

Julian  look  the  hint,  and  they  were  soon  mounted, 
and  clsering  the  road,  at  a  rapid  trot,  in  the  direction 
of  London ;  but  not  by  the  most  usual  route.  JuUan 
calculated  that  the  carriaAB  in  which  his  fhther  was 
transported  would  travel  slowly  t  and  it  was  his  por- 
4KMe,  if  possible,  to  get  to  London  before  it  should 
.arrive  there^  in  order  to  have  time  to  consult  with  the 
-Iriends  of  his  family,  what  measures  should  be  taken 
in  his  father's  behalf. 

In  this  manner,  they  advanced  a  dsy's  journey  to- 
ivards  London ;  at  the  conclusion  of  which,  Julian 
^Coand  his  resting-place  in  a  small  inn  upon  the  road. 
ffo  one  came^at  the  firet  eall,  to  attend  upon  the 
.suestB  and  their  horses,  although  the  house  was  well 
iigtMed  up ;  and  there  was  a  prpdigious  chattering  in 
the  kitchen,  such  as  can  only  be  produced  by  a  French 
oook,  when  his  mystery  is  in  the  very  moment  of 
projection.  It  instimtly  occurred  to  Julian— so  rare 
was  the  ministry  of  these  OalUc  artists  at  that  time- 
that  the  clamour  he  heard  must  necessarily  be  pro- 
duced by  the  Sieor  Ghaubert,  on  whose  plata  he  nad 
lately  feasted,  along  with  Smith  and  Granlessa. 

One^  or  both  of  these,  were  therefore  probably  in 
the  tittle  inn;  and  if  so,  he  might  have  some  opportu- 
flftjr  to  discover  their  real  iluipoae  and  character.— 


Howtoftvarifainssif  of  sQoh  a  niesting.  bsfcmwnoti 

but  chance  favoured  him  more  than  he  eouki  havs 


I  oan  scarce  receive  you,  gentlefolks,"  said  the 
landlord,  who  at  length  appeared  at  the  door;  "hesv 
be  a  sort  of  quality  in  my  house  to-nis(ht,  whom  leas 
than  all  will  not  satisfy;  nor  all  neither,  for  that 
matter.'l 

"  We  are  but  plain  fellows,  landlord,"  ssid  Julian  ( 
"  we  are  bound  for  Moseley-market,  and  can  gat  no  ' 
forther  to-night.    Any  bole  will  serve  us,  no  'matter 
what." 

"  Why,"  said  the  honest  host,  "  if  that  be  the  casei, 
I  must  een  put  one  of  you  behind  the  bar,  though  the 
geatlemen  have  desired  to  be  private;  the  other  must 
take  heart  of  grace,  and  help  me  at  the  tap." 

**  The  tap  for  moi"  said  Lance,  without  waiting  his 
master's  decision.  "It  is  an  clement  which  I  oould 
live  and  die  in." 
"The  bar,  then,  for  me,"  said  Peveril;  and  stap- 
ig  back,  whispered  to  lianoe  to  exchanne  'cJoaks 
tn  him,  desirous,  if  possible,  to  avoid  being  rscog- 


being  recog- 


with  him,  desirous,  t 
nised. 

The  exchange  was  made  in  an  instant;  and  pre- 
sently afterwams  the  landlord  bmught  a  light  3  and 
as  he  guided  Julian  into  hia  hostelry,  oautionea  him 
to  sit  quiet  in  the  place  where  he  shouU  stow  him : 
and  if  he  was  discovered,  to  say  that  he  was  one  of 
the -house,  and  leav6  him  to  make  it  good.  "Yott 
will  hear  what  the  gallants  say,"  he  added]  "butl 
think  thou  wilt  carry  away  but  little  on  it  1  for  wlien 
it  is  not  FVench,  it  is  Court  gibberish ;  and  that  is  ss 
hard  to  oonstme." 

The  bar,  into  which  our  hero  was  uiducted  on  thess 
conditions,  seemed  formed,  with  respect  to  the  public 
room,  upon  theprinciD)e  or  a  citadel  intended  to  ob- 
serve and  bridle  a  rebellious  capital.  Here  aat  the 
host  on  the  Saturday  evenings,  screened  from  the 
observation  of  his  guests,  yet  with  the  power  of  ob- 
serving both  their  wants  and  their  behaviour,  and  &lso 
that  of  overhearing  their  oonveraation- a  practice 
which  he  was  much  addicted  to,  being  one  of  thsft 
numerous  class  of  philanthropists,  to  whom  their 
neighbour's  business  is  of  as  much  consequence,  or  ' 
rather  more,  than  their  own. 

Here  he  planted  his  new  guest,  with  a  repeated 
caution  not  to  disturb  the  gentleman  by  speech,  or 
motion:  and  a  promise  that  he  should  be  speedily 
supplied  with  a  cokl  buttock  of  beef,  and  a  tankaro 
of  nOme-Srewed.  And  here  he  left  him,  with  no 
other  light  thatl  that  which  shimmered  ftom  the 
weU-illuminated  apartment  within,  through  a  sort  of 
shuttle  which  aeoommodated  the  lamfiora  with  ft 
view  into  it 

This  situatnii,  inconvenient  enough  in  itself;  was, 
on  the  nrcsent  occasion,  precisely  what  Jnlian  would 
have  selected.  He  wrapped  himself  in  the  >veather- 
beaten  cloak  of  Lance  Outram,  which  had  been 
stained,  by  age  and  climate,  into  a  thousand  varia- 
tions of  its  original  Lincoln  green;  and  with  as  little 
noise  as  he  could,  set  himself  to  observe  the  two  in- 
mates, who  bad  engrossed  to  themselves  the  whole 
of  the  apartment,  which  vras  usually  open  to  the  pub- 
lic. They  sat  by  a  table,  well  covered  with  suoh  costlv 
rarities,  as  could  onlv  have  been  procured  by  much 
forecsst,  and  prepared  by  the  exqniisite  Mons.  Ghau- 
bert: to  which  both  seemed  to  do  much  justice. 

Julian  had'littlc  difficulty  in  ascertaining,  that  one 
of  the  travellpre  wan,  as  he  had  anticipated,  the  mas- 
ter of  the  said  Ghaubert,  or,  as  he  was  called  by  Gan- 
lesee.  Smith;  the  other,  who  faced  him,  he  had  never 
seen  before.  This  last  was  dressed  like  a  gallant  of 
the  first  order.  His  periwig,  i  ndeed,  as  ho  travelled  on 
horseback,  did  not  much  exceed  in  size  the  bar-^g 
of  a  modem  lawyer,  biit  then  the  essence  which  he 
shook  from  it  with  every  motion,  impregnated  a  whole 
apartm<:nL  which  was  usually  only  perfumed  by  that 
vulgar  herb,  tobacco.  His  ridmg-coat  was  Inced  m  the 
newest  and  most  courtly  style;  and  Gramftionthimself 
might  have  envied  the  embroidery  of  his  waistcoaL 
and  the  peculiar  cut  of  his'breeches,  which  buttoned 
above  the  knee,  permitting  the  shape  of  a  very  hand- 
some leg  to  be  completely  seen.  This,  by  toe  pro-  . 
prietor  therooi;  had  been  stretch^Lout  upon  a  stoo^ 
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.  tnd  he  confemplatet]  its  proporHooi^  iVom  tiinflb  with 

infinity  sad^fiction. 

The  coiiveraatioQ  between  these  worthiea  was  ao 
'  itiieresting;  that  we  propose  to  aaaign  to  it  another 

chapter. 


CHAPTER  XXVII.     I 
-'*~— —  Thfa  ii  Mm*  ermtura  of  the  eleinenls, 
Most  Iwe  yoor  aea-inll.    He  can  wheel  end  whittle 
Hii  MBeaminff  mdv,  e'en  when  the  tionn  i«  lovdealr- 
Take  for  hia  ihceted  couch  the  restleM  Toam 
or  the  wild  wave-cmt~«IUDiber  in  the  calm, 
And  dally  with  the  atom.    Yet*tiia(nU, 
An  arrant  |«II,  with  all  ihic-Tile  Cmv'<»m. 

"And  herd  is  to  thee,"  said  the  fashionable  gallant 
whom  we  have  descnbed,  '*  honest  Tom ;  ana  a  cup 
of  welcome  to  thee  out  of  Lobby-land.  Why,  thou 
hast  been  ao  long  in  tho  country,  that  thou  hast  got  a 
bumpkinly  clod-comnelling  son  of  look  thyself.  That 
cmeasy  dpublet  fits  thee  as  if  it  were  thine  reserved 
Sunday's  apparel ;  and  the  points  seem  as  if  they 
were  stay-laces  bought  for  thy  true-love  Marjory.  I 
marvel  thou  canst  still  relish  a  ragout.  Methmks 
now,  to  a  stomach  bound  in  such  a  Jacket,  eggB  and 
bacon  were  a  diet  more  conforming.'* 

** Rally  away,  my  ^;ood  lord,  while  wit  lasts," 
answered  his  companion t  "yours  is  not  the  sort 
of  ammunition,  which  will  bear  much  expenditure. 
Or  rather,  tell  me  news  from  Court,  ainoe  we  have 
met  so  opportunely." 

"  You  would  have  asked  me  these  an  hour  ago," 
said  the  lord,  "had  not  your  very  soul  been  under 
Chaubert*B  covered  dishes.  You  remembered  King's 
affairs  will  keep  cool,  and  mtrenurUs  must  be  eaten 
hot." 

"  Not  so.  my  lord ;  I  only  kept  common  talk  whilst 
that  eavesdropping  rascal  of  a  landlord  was  in  the 
room ;  so  that,  now  the  coast  is  dear  once  more,  I 
prayyou  for  news  from  Court." 

**^The  Plot  is  nonsuited,"  answered  the  courtier— 
"Sir  George  Wakeman  acquitted*~the  wimeases' 
discredited  by  the  jury— Scrogaps,  who  ranted  on  one 
side,  is  now  ranting  on  t'other?^ 

"Rat  the  Plot,  Wakeman,  witnesses,  Papists,  and 
Protestants,  all  together!  Do  you  think  I  care  for 
such  trash  as  that  1— Till  the  Plot  comes  up  the  palace 
back-stair,  and  gets  possession  of  old  Rowley's  own 
imagination,  I  care  not  a  farthing  who  believes  or 
disbelieves.    I  hang  by  him  will  bear  me  out." 

"  Well,  then,"  said  my  lord,  "  the  next  newa  is 
Rochester's  disgrace." 

"Disgraced  1— How,  and  for  whati  The  morning 
I  came  off,  he  stood  as  fair  as  any  one." 

"  That's  over— the  epitapht  has  broken  his  neck— 
and  now  he  may  write  one  for  his  own  Court  favour, 
for  it  is  dead  and  buried." 

"The  epitaph  1"  exclaimed  Tom;  "why,  I  was  by 
when  it  was  made ;  and  it  passed  for  an  excellent 
good  jest  with  him  whom  it  was  made  upon." 

"Ay,  so  it  did,  among  ourselves,"  answered  his 
companion ;  "  but  it  got  abroad,  and  had  a  run  like 
a  mUl-race.  It  was  in  every  coffeehouse,  and  in  half 
the  diurnals.    Grammont  translated  it  into  French 

«  The  first  check  received  bj  Doctor  Oatea  and  hit  eofleagoea 
in  the  teak  of  uipportinf  tho  Plot  by  their  tettimonj,  wn^  in 
Ihia  manner  i-After  a  food  deal  of  pievaricfitioo,  the  prime 
wiinoM  at  leofth  made  a  direct  charge  againvt  Sir  George 
Wakeman,  the  Q.ucen'8  phraician,  of  an  altonn»t  to  poison  the 
King,  and  even  connected  t)ie  Queen  with  thii  acctisation, 
whom  lie  represented  at  Wakemnn'a  accomplice.  Thia  last 
pieoo  of  eflVonterv  recalled  the  King  to  aome  generous  lenti- 
mcnts.  "  The  villains."  said  Charles,  "  think  I  am  Ured  of  my 
wife :  but  tliey  shall  find  I  will  not  iMsmiit  an  innocent  woman 
to  be  perKeiited.'*  Scrofgn,  Uio  LortI  Chief- Justice,  accord- 
ingly received  instructions  to  be  favourable  to  the  accused ; 
and,  for  the  first  time,  he  waa  so.  Wakeman  was  aoquitled, 
but  thought  it  more  for  his  safety  to  retire  abcoad.  Hia  ae- 
nuittal,  however,  Indicated  a  turn  of  tlie  tide,  which  had  ao 
liHig  set  in  (hvour  of  the  Plot,  and  of  the  witnesses  by  whom 
It  had  hitherto  been  supported. 

*  The  epitaph  allndoa  to  is  the  celebrated  epieram  made  by 
Rochester  otu  Charlei  It.  It  was  composed  at  'the  King's  re- 
q  leitt,  who  nevertheless  resented  its  poignancy. 

TlM  lines  are  well  known  :— 
• 

"  H<>re  lice  our  sovereign  lord  the  King, 

Whose  word  no  man  rclien  oq  : 
Who  never  itaid  a  foolish  thing, 

And  neusr  did  a  wise  one." 


too;  and  there  is  no  laughing  at  so  sharp  a  joi 
when  it  is  dinned  into  yMir  ears  on  all  sides.  9%, 
disgraced  is  the  author;  and  but  for  hit  Grace «f 
Buckingham,  the  Court  would  be  as  dull  ai  oif 
Lord  Chancellor's  wig." 

"Or  as  the  head  it  covers.— Well,  my  lord,  il» 
fewer  at  Court,  there  is.  the  more  room  for  those  tbil 
can  bustle  there.  But  there  are  two  mnnstrimi  of 
Shaftesbury's  fiddle  broken— the  Popish  Plot  fslka 
into  discredit— and  I^hester  disgraced.  Cbaogda 
times— but  here  is  to  the  little  man  who  thailacaJ 
them." 

"I  apprehend  you,"  replied  hia  lordship;  "nd 
meet  your  health  with  my  love.  Trnat  me,  ny  knd 
k>ves  you,  and  longs  for  you.  Nay,  I  have  done  job 
reason.— By"  your  leave^be  cop  is  jvith  me.  Heie  ii 
to  his  buxom  Grace  of  Bucks." 

"As  bhthe  a  peer,"  said  Smith,  "as  em  tuned 
night  to  day.  Nay,  it  shall  be  an  everAowing  bmBps, 
an  vou  will;  and  I  will  drink  it  »if]MriMeaiiM.T 
And  how  elands  the  great  Madam  f* 

"  Stoutly  against  all  change,"  answered  my  iod- 
"Little  Anthonyt  can  make  naught  of  her." 

"Then  he  shall  bring  her  inauenoe  to  aasghl 
Hark  in  thine  ear.  Tbon  knowest"-(Here  b 
whispered  so  low  that  Jtdian  couhi  not  catch  ik 
aound.) 

."Know  hhn?"  answered  the  other-" Know  IW 
of  the  Island  ?— To  be  sure  1  do.'* 

"He  is  the  man  that  ahall  knot  the  gnatfidOi; 
sttings  that  have  snapped.  Say  I  toU  you  so;  M 
thereupon  I  give  thee  nis  health." 

"And  thereupon  I  pledge  thee^"  aaid  the  mac 
nobleman,  "which  on  any  other  aigumait fiw 
loath  to  •d<^— thinking  of  Ned  ms  somewhat  the  M 
of  a  vUlam." 


"  Granted,  man— granted,"  aaki  the  oAa-*! 
very  thorough-paced  rascal t  bat  able,  nyiontiw 
and   necessary;  and,   in  this  plan,  m6f&mk 


Pshaw!— This  champagne  turns  strongvaehieti 
older,  I  think." 

"Hsrk,  mine  honest  fellow,"  said  thecoMt 
"  I  would  thou  wouldst  give  me  some  item  cd  autui 
mystery.  Thou  hast  it,  1  know ;  for  whom  <k>  Dei 
intrust  but  trusty  Chiffinch  7" 

"  It  is  your  pleasure  to  say  so,  my  lord,"  aowwnd 
Smith,  (whom  we  shall  hereafter  call  by  fas  res 
name  of  Chiffincfa,>  with  mucn  drunken  gri^ . 
for  his  speech  had  become  a  little  altend  by  ■ 
copious  libations  in  the  course  of  the  eveniDir 
"lew  men  know  more,  or  say  less,  than  I  do;  w 
it  well  becomes  my  station.  Contteuert  omna,  n 
the  grammar  hath  it^all  men  should  lean  to  hoH 
their  tongue."  ^, 

"  Except  with  a  friend,  Tom— ejcccpt  with  a  mafl. 
Thou  will  never  be  such  a  dog-bolt  as  to  reftee  i 
hint  to  a  friend  7  Come,  you  get  um>  wise  and  etatff- 
manlike  for  your  office— The  ligatures  of  thy  moei 
peasantly  jacket  there  are  like  to  burst  ynm  m 
aecrel.  Come,  undo  a  button,  roan ;  it  is  w  w 
health  of  thy  const itutwn— Let  out  a  reef;  >oJl^ 
thy  chosen  iriend  know  what  is  meditating.  Tboe 
knowest  I  am  as  true  as  thyself  to  litde  AJiiboof,  v 
he  can  but  get  uppermost."  .    „   _,^ 

"  J[f,  thou  101%  infidel !"  said  Chiffinch-"  titf* 
thou  to  me  of  t/#?-There  is  neither  if  nor  yitf  « 


to  revenge."  . 

"I  have  heard  so,"  said  the  nobleman;  "andtW 

his  persevering  resehtment  of  that  injury  wse  onej 

the  few  points  which  seemed  to  bo  a  sort  of  bettocosi 

virtue  in  him."  , 

■  "Well,"  continued  Chiffinch,  "m  manffiimmjj 

bring  about  this  revenge,  which  he  hath  iaboiaw  ■ 

many  a  day,  he  hath  diacovered  a  treasure. 

"  What  !-In  the  Isle  of  Man  T'  aaid  his  compsa- 

n.  j^ 

"  Assure  yourself  of  it— She  is  a  creature  so  towf. 

•  Tlie  Dochesa  of  Portaroouth,  Charies  n**  ftTOorite^iwiW*' 

venr  unpopular  at  the  time  of  (he  Popish  Plot,  as  ^J^^^ 

religion  aa  tier  country,  beinc  a  Prencli  womaa  •od  a  Ct™"?* 

t  Anthony  Aalily  Cooper.  Carl  o(  Bhanesboiy.  thspoiilicM 

aod  iBUiguer  of  the  period. 
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t  «ho  ifeedi  but  be  ieen  to  put  down  every  one 
he  fayonrites,  from  Portsmoath  and  Cleaveland 
'ji  to  Ihat  three-penny  b«gi?affe,  Mistreae  Nelly." 
By  my  word,  Chiffiiich,"  said  my  lord,  "  that  is  a 
fotoetnent  after  the  fashion  of  thine  own  best 
ies.  But  bethink  thee,  maot  To  make  such  a 
Itiesc,  there  wants  more  than  a  cherry-cheek  and 
ight  eye— there  must  be  wit— wit,  man,  and  man- 
\  and  a  little  aetise  besides,  to  keep  influence  when 
gotten.'* 

Niaw!  will  yon  tell  me  what  tfoes  to  this  Toca- 
T  said  Chiflittch.  "  Here,  oledge  me  her  health 
briromer.--Nay,  you  shall  do  it  on  knees,  too.— 
er  such  a  triumphant  beauty  was  seen— I  went 
lurch  on  purpose,  for  the  first  time  these  ten  years 
91  I  tie^  it  was  not  to  cfaureh  neithei^t  was  to 
lel," 

iV>  chapel  l-^What  the  devil,  is  she  &  puritan  T* 
limed  the  other  courtier. 

|\i  be  sure  she  is.  Do  you  think  I  would  be 
asary  to  bringing  a  Papist  into  favour  in  these 
%  wtien,  as  mr  good  Lord  said  in  the  House, 
t  should  not  be  a  Popish  man-servant,  nor  a 
•h  maid-servant,  not  so  much  as  dog  or  cat  left, 
irk  or  mew  about  the  King  f* 
lot  consider,  Cbiffle.  the  dislikelihood  of  her 
BBg.*'  said  the  noble  courtier— **  What !  old 
^,  witb  his  wit,  and  love  of  wit— his  Vildness, 
toive  of  wiklness- he  form  a  league  with  a  ailly. 
Ifdousi  unidea'd  Puritan !— not  if  she  were  Venua^* 
nou  knowest  naught  of  the  matter,"  answered 
lich.  **  I  tell  thee,  the  fine  contrast  between 
Rning  saint  and  tailing  sinner  will  give  zest 
I  old  gpentleman's  inehnations.  If  I  <io  not 
*iini.  ivho  does  1— Her  health,  my  lord,  on 
re  kn«e,  as  you  would  live  to  be  of  the  bed- 
^jr!" 

Ipledgs  yon  most  devoutly,"  answered  his  friend. 
It  you  have  not  told  me  now  the  acquaintance  is 
e  made;  for  you  cannot,  I  think,  carry  her  to 
ickalL" 

&ba.  my  dear  lord,  you  woold  have  the  whole 
stS  but  that  I  cannot  afford— I  can  snare  a  friend 
»p  a«  my  ends,  but  no  one  mqst  look  on  the 
ms  by  which  they  are  achieved."— So  saying,  he 
sk  his  drunken  head  most  wifely. 
he  villanotts  design  which  this  discourse  implied, 
#hich  bis  heart  told  him  was  designed  against 
B  Bridgenorth,  stirred  Julian  so  extremly.  that  he 
iaotsrity  shifted  his  posture,  and  laid  his  hand  on 
iword  failt. 

liffincfa  heard  a  rustling,  and  broke  oft,  e.tclaim- 
^  Herk !  -Zounds,  something  moved— 1  trust  I 
I  told  the  tale  to  no  ears  but  thine." 
[  will  cut  off  any  which  have  drunk  in  but  a 
bleof  thy  wordfs  said  the  nobleman;  and  raising 
idie,  he  took  a  hasty  survey  of  the  apartment. 
ig  nothing  that  could  incur  his  menaced  resent- 
,  ne  replaced  the  light  and  continued  :— "  Well, 
ise  the  Belle'  Louise  de  Querouaillet  ehoota 
her  high  station  in  the  firmament,  how  wilLvou 
ip  the  down-fallen  Plot  again— for  without  that 
plot,  think  of  it  as  thou  wilt,  we  have  no 
pB  of  hands— and  matters  remain  as  they  were, 
a  Protestant  courtesan  instead  of  a  Papist- 
Anthony  can  but  litde  speed  without  that  Plot 
H-I  believe,  in  my  conBcienoe,  be  begot'it  him- 

Inever  begot  it,"  said  Chifiinch,  "he  hath 
ed  it;  and  a  thriving  babe  it  has  boen  to  him. 
then,  though  it  lies  out  of  my  way,  I  will  play 
^Peier  a^ain— up  with  t'other  key,  and  unlock 
r  mystery." 

bw  jhou  speakest  like  a  good  fellow ;  and  I  will, 
ny  own  hands,  unwire  this  fresh  flask,  to  begin 
amer  to  the  success  of  thy  achievement." 
^ell,  then."  continued  the  communicative  Chif- 
^*tboa  Kfiowest  that  they  have  loner  had  a 
Bg  at  the  old  Countess  of  Derby.— So  Ned  was 

di  VM  Um  extravtumnee  of  Sbafteabarr't  eloquence. 
Bllw*»  prineiiNil  ntstraw  em  tUn.     SIm  wu  creatod 
to  i»r  ?ortMnaatli. 

•Iledwry  himaelf  ia  mppowd  to  have  wi<l  Uuit  he  knew 
lo  wfti  the  inventor  of  the  Plot,  bat  that  he  himeelf  had 
idvutafe  of  the  disooveiy. 


sent  down— he  owes  her  an  oTd  accompt,  tho^ 
knowest— >vith  private  instructions  to  possess  him- 
self of  the  island,  if  he  could  by  help  of  some  of  his, 
old  friends.  He  hath  ever  kept  up. spies  upon  her; 
and  happy  man  was  he,  to  Uiinkiiis  hourof  ven- 
geance  was  come  so  nigh.  But  he  missed  his  blow ; 
and  the  old  girl  beina  placed  on  her  guard,  was  soon 
in  a  condition  to  make  Ned  smoke  for  it.  Out  of  the 
island  he  came  with  little  advanttu:e  for  hayiua 
entered  it ;  when,  by  some  means— 6r  the  devil,  T 
think,  stands  ever  his  friend— he  obtained  informatioii 
concerning  a  meaaenger,  whom  her  old  Majesty  ot 
Man  had  sent  to  London  to  make  party  in  her  behalf. 
Ned  stuck  himself  to  this  fellow— a  rsw,  half-bred 
lad,  son  of  an  old  blundering  Cavalier  of  the  M 
stamp,  down  in  Derbyshire— and  so  managed  the 
swain,  that  he  brought  him  to  the  place  where  I  was 
waiting  in  anxiof  js  expectation  of  the  pretty  one  I 
told  you  of.  By  Saint  Anthony,  for  I  will  swear 
by  no  meaner  oath,  I  stared  when  I  saw  this  grea** 
lout— not  that  the  fellow  is  so  ill  looked  neither— 
I  stared  like— like— good  now,  belp  me  to  a  simile." 

"  Like  Saint  Anthony's  pig,  an  it  were  sleek,"  said   ' 
the  young  lord ;  **your  eyes.  Chifllie,  have  the  very  blink 
of  one.    Bnt  what  hath  all  this  to  do  with  the  Plot 
Hold— I  have  had  wine  enough." 

"  Yon  shall  not  baulk  me,^'  said  ChifKnch }  and  a 
jingling  was  heard,  as  if  he  were  filling  his  comrade's       # 
glass  with  a  very  unsteady  hand.    "Hey— What  the 
devil  is  the  matter '^— I  used  to  cany  my  glass  steady 
—very  steady." 

"  Well,  but  this  strangerT' 

"  Why,  he  swept  at  game  and  ragout  as  he  would 
at  spring  beef  or  summer  mutton.  Never  saw  so 
unnurtured  a  cub— Knew  no  more  what  he  eat  than 
an  infidel— I  cursed  him  by  my  gods  when  I  saw  Chati- 
bert*s  chef'dceuvres  glutted  down  so  indiflerent  a 
throat.  We  took  the  freedom  to  spice  his  goblet  a 
little,  and  ease  him  of  his  packet  of  letters;  and  the 
fool  went  on  his  way  the  next  morning  with  a  budget* 
artificially  filled  with  grey  paper.  Ned  woold  have 
kept  him,  in  hopes  to  have  made  a  witness  of  him, 
but  the  boy  was  not  ot  that  mettle." 

**How  will  you  prove  your  lettera?"  said  th« 
courtier. 

^*  La  you  thers,  my  lord,"  said  ChifiSnch ;  "  one  may 
see  with  half  an  eye,  for  all  your  laced  doublet,  that 
you  have  been  of  the  family  of  Pumivars,  before  your 
brother's  death  sent  you  to  Court.  How  prove  ths 
letterel— Why,  we  hove  but  let  the  sparrow  fly  with 
a  string  round  his  (boi— We  have  him  again  so  soon 
as  we  fist." 

"  Why,  thou  art  turned  a  very  Machiavel,  Chifflndb/' 
said  his'  friend.  "  But  how  if  the  youth  proved  restiff( 
—I  have  heard  these  Peak  men  have  hot  heads  onu. 
hard  hands." 

"Trouble  not  yourself— that  was  cared  for,  my  lord.'*  / 

said  Chiffinch— "  his  pistols  might  bark,  but  they  coule 
not  bite." 

"  Most  exquisite  Chiflinch.  thou  art  turned  michei 
as  well  as  padder— Canst  both  rob  a  man  and  kidnap 
him!" 

"Micher  and  padder-what  terms  be  these*'"  said 
Chiflinch.  "  Methinks  these  are  sounds  to  lug  out 
upon.  You  will  have  me  angry  to  the  degree^of  fall' 
ing  foul— robber  and  kidnapper !" 

^  You  mistake  verb  for  noun-substantive,"  replied 
his  lordship ;  "  I  said  rob  and  kidnap--n  man  may  do 
either  once  and  away  without  being  professional." 

"But  not  without  spilling  a  fittle  foolish  noble 
blood,  '^r  some  such  red-coloured  gear,"  aakl  Chiflinch, 
starting  up. 

'*Oh  yes."  said  his  lordship ;  **  all  this  may  be  with- 
out these  direful  consequences,  and  so  you  will  ^d 
to-morrow,  when  you  return  to  Epgland ;  for  at  pre* 
sent  you  are  in  the  land  of  Champagne,  Chiffie;  and 
that  you  may  continue  so,  I  drink  thee  this  parting 
cup  to  line  thy  nightcop." 

*^  do  not  refuse  your  pledge,"  said  Chiflinch ;  but 
I  drink  to  thee  in  dudgeon  and  in  hostility— It  is  a  cup 
of  wrath  and  a  gage  of  battle.  To-morrow,  by  dawn. 
I  will  have  thee  at  point  of  fox,  wert  thou  the  last  of 
the  Savilles.— What  the  devil!  think  you  I  fear  you 
because  you  are  a  lord  ?" 
44* 
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•' Not  flo,  ChifBnch."  anawered  ha  companion.  "1 
know  thou  feai-evStnotninsbut  bi'ansnnd  bacon,  woah- 
cd  down  with  burupkin-Iike  beer.— Adieu,  sweet  Cliii- 
finch— to  bed— Chiffinch— to  bed." 

So  eaying,  he  lifted  a  candle,  and  left  the  apartment. 
And  ChirTinch,  whoirl  the  Inst  draught,  had  nearly 
overpowered,  had  just  etreni^th  enough  left  to  do  the 
same,  muttering,  as  he  stag^red  out,  "  Ves,  he  shali 
answer  it.— Dawn  of  day  7  p— n  me— It  is  come 
already— Voncier's  the  dawn— No,  d— n  nie,  'tis  the 
fire  KlaacinK  on  the  cursed  red  lattice— I  am  whistled 
(Irjnk,  I  think— This  comes  of  a  country  inn— It 
18  the  smell  of  the  brandy  in  this  cursed  room— It 
could  not  be  the  wine— Well,  old  Rowlejr  shall  send 
tne  no  more  errands  to  the  country  again— Steady, 
steady." 

So  eayins  he  reeled  out  of  the  apartment,  leaving 
Peveril  to  think  over  the  extraordinary  conversatioa 
he  had  just  heard. 

The  name  of  Chiffinch,  the  well^nown  minister 
of  Charles's  pleasures,  was  nearly  allied  to  the  part 
which  he  seemed  about  to  play  in  the  present  intrigue  i 
but  that  Christian,  whom  he  had  always  supposed  a 
Puritan  as  strict  na  his  brother-in-law  Bridgenorth, 
should  be  associated  with  him  in  a  plot  so  infamous, 
seemed  alike  unnatural  and  monstrous.    The  near 

gHatjonsbip  might  blind  Brids^enorth,  and  warrant 
im  In  connding  hia daughter  to  such  a  man's  charge ; 
but  what  a  wretch  he  must  be,  that  could  coolly 
meditate  snch  an  ignominious  abuse  of  Ids  trust !  In 
doubt  whether  he  could  credit  for  a  moment  the  tale 
which  Chiffinch  had  revealed,  be  hastily  examined 
\fM  packet,  and  found  that  the  sealskin  case  in  which 
)t  had  been  wrapt  up,  now  only  contained  an  emial 
quantity  of  waste  pepor.  If  he  had  wanted  further 
confirmation,  the  railure  of  the  shot  which  he  had 
fired  at  Bridfrenorthi  and  of  which  the  wadding  only 
atruck  him,  showed  that  his  arras  had  been  tampered 
with.  He  examined  the  pistol  which  still  remained 
.charged,  and  found  that  the  ball  had  been  drawn. 
'^May  I  perish,"  said  he  to  himself;  "amid  these  vil- 
lanous  intrigues^  but  thou  shalt  be  more  surely  loaded, 
and  to  better  purpose  I  The  contents  of  these  papers 
may  undo  my  bonefactress— their  having  been  found 
on  me,  may  ruin  my  father— that  I  have  been  the 
.  bearer  of  them,  may  cost,  in  these  fiery  times,  my 
own  life— that  I  caro  least  for— they  form  a  branch  of 
the  scheme  laid  against  the  honour  and  happiness  of 
a  oreaiure  so  innocent,  that  it  is  almost  sin  to  think 
of  her  within  the  neighbourhood  of  such  infamous 
knaves.  I  will  recover  the  letters  ^t  all  risk^— But 
how?— thai  is  to  bo  thought  on.— Lance  is  atout  and 
trusty;  and  when  a  bold  deed  is  once  resolved  tipon, 
there  never  yet  lacked  the  means  of  executing  it" 

His  host  now  entered,  with  an  apology  for  iiis  long 
absence ;  and  after  providing  Peveril  with  some  re- 
freainments,  invited  him  to  accept,  for  hia  nightfouar- 
ters,  the  accommodation  of  a  remote  hay-lort,  which 
he  was  to  share  with  his  comrade;  professing,  at  the 
aame  time,  he  could  hardly  have  afforded  them  this 
courtesy,  but  out  of  deference  to  the  exquisite  talents 
of  Lance  Outram,  as  assistant  at  the  tap ;  where, 
mdeed,  it  seems  probable  that  he,  as  well  aa  the  admir- 
ing landlord,  did  that  evening  contrive  to  drink  nearly 
as  much  liquor  as  they  drew. 

But  Lance  was  a  seasoned  vessel  on  whom  liquor 
made  no  lasting  impre^ion ;  so  that  when  Peveril 
awaked  that  trusty  follower  at  datf  r^  he  found  him 
cool  enough  to  comprehend  and  enter  into  the  design 
which  he  expressed,  of  recovering  the  letters  which 
had  been  abstracted  from  his  person. 
.  Haying  considered  the  whole  matter  with  mnch 
attention,  Lance  shrugged,  grinned,  and  scratched 
his  head ;  and  nt  length  manfully  expressed  his 
nisoluuon.  "  Well,  my  naunt  speaks  truth  in  her  old 
•iw,—  * 

'  Ha  that  wnn*  Peveril  maanna  be  ilack, 
NeiUier  tor  weather  nor  yel  for  wrack.' 

And  then  again,  my  good  dame  was  wont  to  soy, 
that  whenever  Peveril  was  in  a  broil,  Outram  was  m 
a  stew;  so  I  will  nevei^  bear  a  base  mind,  but  even 
hold  apart  >vith  you,  as  my  fathers  have  done  with 
liiuTs,  for  four  generniwns,  whatever  more." 


Spoken  like  a  most  ||iIbDiOutBm,"«BidJ^ 
"and  were. we  but  rid  of  that  ^uppy  kud  M 
retinue,  we  two  could  easily  deal  with  th«oib«i(|J 

"  Two  Londoners  oiid  aFiencboiaor  aii^Ui 
— -"  I  would  take  them  in  mine  own  band.  Ab^l 
my  Lord  Saville,  as  they  call  hin^  I  bean]  voiil 
mght  that  he  and  all  his  men  of  gilded  gin^M 
that  looked  at  an  honest  fdlow  like  om^m?1 
were  ,the  ore  and  1  the  dross— are  all  to  be  iffj 
morning  to  some  races,  or  such  like  iunketio|i,i 
Tutbury.  .  It  was  that  brmigbt  him  dawn  ka^i 
he  met  this  other  ci  vet-cat  by  aocideiu." 

In  truth,  even  as  Lanoe  spoke,  a  tnovlin 
heard  of  horses  in  the  yard ;  and  from  the  In 
their  hay-lofi,  they  bebeid  Lord  Savilk;'f  tlid 
mustefed,  and  ready  u»  aet  out  as  aooa  u  k  i 
make  his  appearance. 

"  So  ho^  Master  Jeremy,"  said  one  of  ike  JA 
to  a  sort  of  principal  attendant,  wbo  jaitcani* 
the  house,  '^methinka  the  wine  has  prtTaftilil 
cup  to  my  lord  this  morning." 

"  No,"  i^swered  Jeremy,  "  be  hath  beea  9I 
light,  wriUDR  lettors  for  London ;  and  to  puii 
irreverence,  thou.  Jonathan,  shalt  be  tk  dm 
back  with  them.'* 

"And  BO  to  miaa  the  race?"  aaid  JooatkAU- 
"*  I  thank  you  for  this  good  tuni,  goodJUttff  Ai 
and  hang  ro«  if  I  forget  it." 
'  Further  discussion  was  cut  short  by 
of  the  young  nobleman,  wbo.  as  faecaaie  1 
inn,  said  to  Jereiay,  "These  be  ihetenoi. 
of  the  knaves  rids  to  London  for  li£e  nd  ' 
deliver  them  as  directed ;  and  tba  rasl  of 
horseand follow  me." 

Jeremy  gave  Jonathan  the  packet  wilk  11 
smile ;  and  the  disappointed  groom  tnraedL 
hCrtd  sullenly  towards  London,  while  Urfl 
and  the  rest  of  bis  retimie,  rode  htMf  ttt 
positedirectipo,  pursued  by  the  benedictu^'' 
and  his  family,  who  stood  bowii»  aaii 
the  door,  in  gratitude,  doobitesa,  for  tbei 
unconscioaabie  reckoning. 

It  was  full  throe  hours  alter  their  dc, 
finch  lounged  into  the  room  in  which  ^^ 
in  a  brocade  nightgown,  and  green  vchM^ 
op  with  the  most  costly  Bruaaels  iaoa  mi 
but  half  awake {  and  it  was  with  droMTivJ 
he  called  for  a  cup  of  coJd  small  beer,  uff 
and  appearance  were  those  of  a  man  wksliii 
led  hard  with  Bacofaus  on  the  loecediogeiMl 
had  scarce  recovered  theef^ts  of  hiictf*' 
the  jolly  god.  Lance,  instnicted  IqrfaiiBMl 
watch  the  motions  of  the  courtier,  omciosayill 
with  the  cooling  beverage  he  called  fo;)M 
an  excuse  to  the  landlord,  hia  wish  loseeiLw 
in  his  morning-gown  aoa  cap.  .    , 

No  sooner  had  Chiffinch  taken  hisoMiniica^ 
than  he  inquired  after  Lord  Saville.  .  J 

"His  lordship  was  moanted  and  amy  of  M 
dawn,"  was  Lancets  reply.  i 

"  Whatthedcvil !"  exclaimed  Chiffiack 
is  scarce  civil.— What  I  oiffor  the  raees  with  W 
Yetinue?" 

"All  but  one,"  replied  Lance,  "whomkul 
sent  back  to  London  with  letters." 

"  To  Ixmdon  with  letters !"  said  Cbiffinck 
I  am  for  London,  and  coaid  have  saved  his  <i 
labour.— But  stop— hold— I  begin  to  recoflect- 
can  1  have  blabbed  ?— I  have— I  have— I  w« 
all  now— I  have  blabbed  ;  and  to  the  very  v 
the  Court,  who  sucks  the  yolk  out  of  eveq 
secret  Furies  and  fire—that  myafictoooai 
ruin  my  mornings  thus  I— I  must  turn  booa  0 
ion  and  good  feUow  in  my  cupa— and  have  1 
fidenoes and  my  quarrela— my  triends  and  ffifci 
with  a  plague  to  me,  as  if  any  one^cooM  dt 
much  gQOoT  or  harm  but  his  own  self!  Hisot 
must  he  stopped,  though— I  will  pot  a  spott 
wheel— Hark  ye,  draw^-fellow-cafl  of 
hither— call  Tom  Beacon."  ,    ^ 

Lance  obeyed ;  but  failed  not,  when  Im  I 
troduced  the  domestic,  to  remain  in  the  •!* 
in  order  to  hear  what  shouM  pass  betwixt  bin 
master 
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"Hark  ye,  Tom,"  Mid  CUfBoch,  **iiere  are  five 

liecea  for  yo'i.'* 

'^Wbftt's  to  be  done  now,  I  trow  T'  said  Tom,  with- 
mt  even  the  ceremony  of  returning  thaokis  which  he 
VBS  probably  well  aware  would  not  be  received  even 
D  part  payment  of  the  debt  he  was  incurring. 

'^  Mount  your  fleet  nag,  Tom— ride  like  the  doTil— 
trenake  the  groom  whom  Lord  Saville  deepatched  to 
!iondon  this  momiug— lame  his  ^  borse— ^>reak  his 
lenea— fill  him  as  drunk  as  the  Baltic  sesf  or  do  what- 
irer  may  best  and  most  efieotually  stop  his  journey.— 
Vhy  does  the  lout  stand  there  without  answering  me  7 
>09t  understand  me  T 

**  Why,  ay«  Master  Chiffinch,**  said  Tom }  "  and  so 
tm  thinking  doth  this  honest  maa  here,  who  ^eed 
ot  have  heard  quite  so  much  of  your  counsei,  an  it 
td  been  your  wdl." 

"I  am  bewitched  this  morning,"  said  Chiffinch  to 
im?elf^  "  or  else  the  champagne  runs  in  my  bead  still. 
ly  brain  has  become  the  very  lowlands  of  Holland 
•a  g^W  cup  would  muadate  it— Hark  thee,  fellow,"  he 
tided,  addressing  Lanoe.  "  keep  'my  counsel— there  is 
wager  betwixt  Lord  Seville  and  me,  which  of  us 
palJ  first  have  a  letter  in  London.    Here  is  to  drink 

Pr  health,  and  bring  luck  on  my  side.  Say  nothing 
it  $  but  'help  Tom  to  his  nag.— Tom,  ere  tnou  etort- 
M,  come  for  thy  credentials— I  will  give  thee  a  letter 
I  the  Duke  of  Bucks,  that  may  be  evidence  thou  wert 
bt  in  town." 

Tom  Beacon  ducked  and  exit ;  and  Lance,  aiker 
Iving  made  some  show  of  helping  him  to  horse,  ran 
Isk  to  tell  his  master  the  joyful  mtelligence,  that  a 
IdLy  accideat  had  abated  Chiffinch's  parly  to  their 
in  number. 

fsveril  immediately  ordered  his  horses  to  be  got 
il|i| ;  and,  so  soon  as  Tom  Beacon  was  despatched 
Mrards  London  on  a  rapid  tCDt^had  the  satiafactk>n 
p  observe  Chif^nch,  with  his  favourite  Chaubert 
Mmnt  to  pursue  the  same  journey,  though  at  a  more 
loderate  rat&  He  j>ermitted  them  to  attain  such  a 
stance,  that  thev  might  bbdoggcd  without  suspicion ; 
an  paid  his  reckomng,  mounted  his  horse,  and  fol- 
irea,  keeping  his  men  carefully  in  view,  until  he 
oulu  come  to  a  place  proper  for  the  eaterprise  which 
meditated. 

(t  bad  been  Peveril*s  intention,  that  when  they  came 
Bome  solitary  part  of  the  road,  they  should  grad- 
Uy  mend  their  pace,  until  they  overtook  Chaubert— 
U  Lance  Outram  should  then  dioppeh'ind,  in  order 
tssail  the  man  of  spits  and  stovefl,  while  he  himself, 
priog  onward,  should  grapple  with  Chiffinch.  But 
m  scheme  presupposed  that  the  liiaster  and  servant 
9uld  travel  in  the  usual  manner— the  latter  riding  a 
r  yards  behind  the  former.  Whereas,  such  and  so 
eresting  were  the  subjecta  of  discussion  betwixt 
giffinch  and  the  French  cook,  that,  without  heeding 
I  rule4«  of  etiquette,  they  rode  on  together,  amicably 
^ast,  carryin^f  on  a  conversation  on  the  mysteries 
tile  tabldT  which  the  ancient  Comua  or  a  modem 
Kronoine,  minht  have  listened  to  with  pleasure.  It 
i^  therefore,  nebessary  to  venture  ou  them  both  at 

^V  this'  purpose,  when  they  saw  a  long  tract  of 
td  before  them,  unvaried  by  the  loa'st  appearance  of 
m,  beast,  or  human  habitation,  they  b^n  to  mend 
ir  pace,  that  they  might  come  up  to  Chiffinch, 
ttout  giving  him  any  alarm,  by  a  sudden  and  sus- 
joua  increase  of  haste.  In  this  manner,  they  less- 
Id  the  distance  which  separated  them  till  they  were 
Oun  about  twenty  yards,  when  Peveril,  aA-aid  that 
ulnch  might  recognise  him  at  a  nearer  approach, 
lao  trust  (o  his  horse's  heels,  made  Lauce  the 
il  ta  charge. 

the  Budden  increase  of  their  speed,  and  the  noise 
which  it  was  necessarily  attended,  Chiffinch 
d  around,  but  bad  time  to  do  no  more,  for  Lance, 
had  pricked*  his  pony  (which  was  much  mors 
ly  than  Juliati's  horse)  into  full  gallop;  pushed, 
[>ut  ceremony,  betwixt  the  courtier  and  his  aitend- 
l;  and  ere  Chaubert  had  ^ime  for  more  than  one 
liamation,  he  upset  both  horse  and  Frenchman ; 
)ri>Uu  J  thrilling  from  his  tongue  as  he  rolled  on  the 
Wnd  amongst  the  various  articles  of  his  occupation, 
llch.  escaping  from  the  budget  jua  which  h?  bor^ 
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there,  lay  tumbled  «poli  the  highway  in  MFsage  dii 
order;  while  Lance,  springing  from  his  palfrey,  .com 
manded  his  foeman  to  be  still,  nodcr  no  less  a  penalty 
than  that  of  death,  if  he  attempted  to  ris& 

Before  Cbilfijich  oould  avenge  his  trusty  follower's 
downfall,  his  own  bridle  was  seised  by  Julian,  who 
presented  a  piatol  with  the -other  hand,  and  com- 
Aanded  him  to  stand  or  die.  ' 

Chiffinch,  thoguh  efieminate.  was  no  eowanL  He 
Blood  sdU  as  commanded,  and  said,  with  firmneas, 
^*  Rogus^  you  have  taken  me  at  surprise.  If  you  are 
a  highwayman,  th«fe  ^s  my  purse.  Do  us'  no  4>odily 
harm,  ana  spare  the  budipet  of  ipioes  and  sauces." 

"Look  you.  Master  Chiffinch,"  sakl  Peveril,  ''this 
is  no  time  lor  dallying.  I  am  no  highwayman,  but  a 
man  of  honour.  6i  ve  me  back  that  packet  whieh  you 
stole  from  me  the  other  night ;  or,  by  all'that  is  good, 
I  will  send  a  brace  of  balls  through  you,  and  search 
for  it  at  leism«." 

"What  night?— What  packet?"  answered  Chif- 
firv^h,  confused ;  yet  willing  to  protract  the  time  for 
the  chance  of  asststanoe,  or  to  put  Peveril  off  his 
guard.  '*  I  know  nothing  of  what  you  mean.  If  you 
are  a  man  of  honour^  let  me  draw  my  sword,  and 
I  will  do  you  right,  as  a  gentleman  should  do  to  an-, 
other." 

"  Dishonourable  rascal  ?*  said  Peveril,  "  you  escape 
not  in  this  manner.  You  plundered  me  when  yon 
had  me  at  cdds ;  and  I  am  not  the  fool  to  let  a|v  ad- 
vantage escape,  now  that  my  turn  is  come.  Yield  qp 
the  packet ;  and  then,  if  you  will,  J  will  fi^t  yea  on 
«qual  terms.  Bat  first,"  he  reiterated,  '*  yield  op  the 
packet,  or  1  will  instantly  send  you  where  the  tener 
of  your  life  will  be  hard  to  answer  for." 

The  tone  of  Peveril's  voice,  the  fiercenessof  his  eye, 
and  the  manner  in  which  he  held  the  loaded  weapoa, 
>within  a  hand  Vbreadthof  Cbiffincb'sliead,  con  vmcad 
the  last  there  waa  neither  room  for  compromise^  nor 
time  for  trifling.  He  thrust  his  hand  in  to  a  side-pocket 
of  his  cloak,  and  with  visible  reluctance  produced 
those  papers  and  despatches,  with  which  Julian  had 
been  intrusted  by  the  Countess  of  Derby. 

"  They  are  five  in  number,"  said  Julian ;  "  and  yxn 
have  given  me  only  four.  Your  life  depends  on  fuU 
restitution."  '    . 

"It  escaped  from  my  hand,"  said  Chiffinch.  pro- 
ducing the  missing  document—"  There  it  is.  rj<jw 
sir,  your  pleasure  is  fulfilled,  unless,"  he  added,  BulkOy 
"  you  design  either  murder  or  larther  robbery.    ^ 

"  Base  wretch !"  sakl  Peveril,  withdrawing  his  pier 
toL  yet  keeping  a  watchful  eye  on  Chiffinch's  mptioniL 
"  thou  art  unworthy  any  honest  roan's  sword  t  sod 
yet,  if  you  dare  draw  your  own,  as  you  proposed  but 
now.  I  am  willing  to  give  you  a  chance  upon  fiur 
equality  of  terras.' 

"Equality J"  said  Chiffinch,  sneeringly;  "yna,  a 
properequality— sword  and  pistol  sfrainst  single  rapier, 
ana  two  men  upon  one,  for  Chaubert  is  no  fighter. 
No,  sh';  I  shall  seek  amends  upon  some  more  fitting 
occasion,  and  with  more  cQuai  weapons." 

"  By  backbiting,  or  by  poison,  base  pander !  said 
Julian}  "these  are  thy  means  of  vengeance.  But 
mark  me— I  know  your  vile  purpose  respecting  a  lady 
who  is  too  worthy  that  her  name  should  be  uttered  in 
such  a  worthless  ear.  Thou  hast  done  me  one  injury, 
and  thou  see'st  I  have  repaid  it.  But  prosecute  ibm 
farther  villany,  and  be  assured  I  will  put  tbee  to  death 
like  a  foul  reptile,  whose  very  slaver  is  fatal  to  hu- 
manity. Rely  upon  thi&  as  if  Machiavcl  had  sworn 
it  ;*  for  so  surely  as  you  keep  your  purpose,  so  surely 
will  I  prosecute  my  revenge.— Follow  me^Lance,'ana 
leave  him  to  think  on  what  I  have  told  him." 

Lance  had.  after  the  firet  shock,  siwtained  a  very 
easy  part  in  thipr  rencontre  ^  for  all  he  had  to  do^  was 
to  point  the  butt  of  hip  whip,  in  the  manner  Of  a  gun, 
at  the  intimidated  Frenchman,  who,  lying  on  his  back, 
and  aazing  at  random  on  the  skies,  had  as  little  tlie 
power  or  purpose  of  resistance,  as  any  pig  which  had 
ever  come  under  his  own  slaughter-knife. 

Summoned  by  his  master  from  tne  easy  duty  of 
guarding  such  an  unresisting  prisoner.  Lance  re- 
mounted his  horse,  and  they  both  rode  ofl,  leaving 
their  discomfited  antagonists  to  consuie  themselvea 
hi  their  nujadveoture  as  they  best  ooukL    But  eott> 
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■olatjoo  was  bard  to  come  bf  in  the  eircninstancea. 
Th«  French  artist  had  to  lament  the  diapemon  of  hia 
qiieea,  and  the  deetruction  of  hia  magazine  of  aaucea 
—an  enchanierdeapoiledof  hia  magic  wand  and  totis- 
man^  could  acarce  have  been  in  ntore  deaperate  ex- 
tremtty..  Chiffinch  had  to  mourn  the  downfall  of  hia 
mtrigiw.  and  ita  premature  diacorenr.  "  To  this  fel- 
low, at  leaat,"  he  thought,  ^*IcaB  have  bragged  none 
—here  my  evil  genius  alone  baa  betrayed  me.  With 
thia  infernal  diacovcry,  which  may  cost  me  so  dear  on 
all  handa.  champagne  had  naught  to  do.  H  there  be 
a  flaak  ten  unbroken,  I  will  drink  it  after  dinner,  and 
try  if  it  may  not  even  yet  auggeat  aome  acheme  of  re- 
demption and  of  revenqe." 

With  thia  manly  reaolatioii,  he  proaecoted  hia  Joor- 
■ey  10  London. 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

A  man  to  Ttriona,  that  ha  amMit  to  be 
Not  one,  tmt  alt  mankind*!  apitoina ; 
'■"'"  'n  the  wroi 


Btitrin  opiniooa-alwaja  in ^ 

Was  aTery  thing  br  atarta-bvt  nothinv  long  t 
Wito,  in  Uiacourteorone  ravolrint  moon, 
Wea  ehirmist,  flddlar,  itateaman.  and  bnflbon  i 
Tlian,  all  for  wooMn,  paiatiny ,  BddKnf,  drinkmc ; 
Boaidoa  a  thonaand  fteaki  that  diad  in  thinlciof. 

DBVDail. 

Wx  muat  now  transport  the  reader  to  the  magni- 

fkcQt  hotel  in Street,  inhabited  at  this  time  by 

the  celebrated  George  Villiera,  Duke  of  Btickinghsm, 
whom  Dryden  haa  doomed  to  a  painful  immortality 
by  the  few  linea  which  we  have  prefixed  to  thia  chai^ 
tor.  Amid  the  gay  and  the  licentious  of  the  laughing 
court  of  Charlea,  the  Duke  waa  the  moat  licentious 
and  moat  gay;  yet,  while  expending  a  princely 
fortune,  a  atrong  conatitution,  and  excellent  talents, 
m  pursuit  of  trivolcua  pleasures,  he  neverthelera 
nourished  deeper  and  more  extensive  de^igna;  in 
which  he  only  failed  from  want  of  that  fixed  purpose 
and  regulated  perseverance  essential  to  all  important 
anterpnaes,'  but  particularly  in  poKtice. 

It  waa  long  past  noon )  and  the  usual  hour  of  the 
Ouke'a  leveo— if  any  thmg  could  be  termed  usual 
where  all  waa  irregular— had  been  long  past.  His 
nail  waa  filled  with  lackeys  and  Ibotmen,  in  the  most 
aplendid  liveries;  the  interior  apartments,  with  the 
fpBntlemen  and  pages  of  his  household,  arrayed  as 
persona  of  the  first  quality,  and,  in  that  respect,  rather 
exceeding  than  falling  snort  of  the  Duke  m  personal 
•plendour.  Rut  bis  antechamber,  ui  particular,  might 
be  compait;d  to  a  gatherinjg;  of  eagles  to  the  slaughter, 
were  not  the  aimile  too  dignified  to  express  that  vile 
race,  who,  by  a  hundred  devices,  all  tending  to  one 
common  end,  hve  upon  the  wanta  of  needy  great- 
ness, or  administer  to  the  pleasures  of  summer-teem- 
ing luxury,  or  stimulate  the  wild  wishes  of  lavish  and 
waateful  extravagance,  by  devising  new  modes  and 
fiesb  motives  ot  profusion.  There  s^ood  th^  Pro- 
jector, with  his  mysterious  brow,  promiamg  unbounded 
wealin  to  whomsoever  might  choose  to  furnish  the 
small  preliminary  sum  necessary  to  change  egg- 
shells into  the  great  arcanum.  There  was  Coptam 
Seagull,  undertaker  for  a  foreign  settlement,  with  the 
map  under  his  arm  of  Indian  or  American  kingdoms, 
beautiful  aa  the  primitive  Eden,  waiting  the  bold 
occupanta,  (or  whom  a  generous  t>atron  should  equip 
two  briganiinea  and  a  fiy-boat.  Thither  came,  fast 
and  frequent,  the  gamesters,  in  their  different  forms 
and  calling.  This,  light,  young,  gay  in  appearance, 
the  thoughtless  youth  of  wit  and  pleasure^tne  pii^n 
rather  than  the  rook— but  at  heart  the  aanie  sly, 
shrewd,  oold-blooded  calculator^  aa  yonder  old  hard- 
featured  professor  of  the  same  science,  whose  eyes  are 
grown  dim  with  watching  the  dice  st  midnight^  and 
whose  fingers  are  even  now  assistine  his  menial  com- 

Futation  of  chances  and  of  odds.  The  fine;  arta.  too— 
would  it  were  otherwise— have  their  proftssors 
amongst  this  sordid  train.  The  poor  poet,  half 
ashamed,  in  i>pite  of  habit,  of  the  part  which  he  is 
about  to  perform,  and  abashed  by  consciousness  at 
once  of  his  base  motive  and  his  shabby  black  coat, 
lurks  in  yonder  comer  for  the  favourable  moment  to 
offer  his  dedication.  Much  better  attired,  the  archi- 
laet  presenta  hia  splendid  vision  of  front  and  wini^i, 


and  designa  a  palace,  the  expense  of  which  i 
transfer  bis  employer  to  a  jail.  But  oppeiai 
all,  the  favourite  nmsidan,  or  singer,  vbo  nt 
my  lord  to  receive,  in  solid  gold,  the  Talieofib 
cet  sounds  which  solaced  the  banquet  of  ibe  ja 
ing  evening. 

Such,  and  many  each  like,  were  the  moniiagil 
ants  of  the  Duke  of  Bockingham— all  mm 
acendants  of  the  daughter  of  the  borse-leed,! 
cry  ia  "  Give,  give." 

But  the  levee  of  hia  Grace  contained  otfae  wi 
different  characters;  and  was  indeed  BSTnin 
his  own  opinions  and  purauiis.  Besides  miajj 
young  nobility  and  wealthy  gentry  of  Eofsla^ 
made  hia  Grace  the  glass  st  which  ther  ^ 
themaelvea  for  the  day,  and  who  leanied  m 
how  to  travel,  with  the  newest  and  best  aM( 
general  Road  to  Ruin ;  there  were  otoereof  i| 
eharactei^-diacarded  statesmen,  political  epe^ 
aitk)n  oratora, .  servile  tools  of  administrsiii 
who  met  not  elsewbeie,  but  who  regarded  tiirl 
mansion  as  a  aort  of  neutral  groonc;  sure,  ih 
was  not  of  their  optnk>n  to-day,  thisTefi'drcaa 
rendered  it  most  likely  he  should  think  widiA 
mortow.  The  Puritans  themselves  did  ntf 
intercourse  with  a  man  whose  talents  nnstbi 
dered  him  formidable,  even  if  they  hid 
united  with  high  rank  and  an  imme 
Several  grave  peraonagea,  with  bledc 
cloaks,  and  bandstrings  of  a  formal  cot,  vtni 
aa  we  see  their  portraits  in  a  galletr  of 
among  the  gallants  who  mffled  balkat 
dery.  It  is  true  they  escaped  the  Bcsadsi 
thought  intimatee  of  the  Duke,  by  theirf 
suppdsed  to  refer  to  money  matters.  ^ 
grave  and  professing  citizens  mixed 
money-lending,- was  not  known;  bat  it 
observed,  that  the  Jews,  who  in  ga 
themselves  to  the  latter  departimn^ 
for  some  time  f&itbfui  attendants  tfl 
levee. 

It  was  high-tide  in  the  antechami 
80  for  more  than  an  hour,  ere  the  1 
in  ordinary  ventured  into  hia  bedcfaan' 
darkened,  so  as  to  make  midnisfat  ti^ 
know  his  Grace's  pleasure.  His  a*, 
whiaper,  in  which  he  asked  whethar  I 
Grace's  pleasure  to  rise,  waa  briefly  snda 
swered  oy  the  counter  questions,  Wm 
What's  o'clock  r  ... 

"It  is  Jemingham,  your  Grace," sw* 
anL  "  It  is  one  afternoon ;  andyoarOna'" 
some  of  the  people  without  at  eleven.    ^ 

»*Who  are  they  7-What  do  they  wnif . 

••  A  meaaage  from  Whitehall,  your  Gnct 

"Pahaw!  It  will  keep  cold.  Thoseawj 
othera  wait,  will  be  the  better  of  waitt«raW 
Were  I  to  be  guilty  of  ill-breeding,  it  tBfW  a 
to  a  King  than  a  beggar."  ] 

" The  gentlemen  from  the dty-       „   ^  j 

"  I  am  tired  of  them— tired  of  their  aUfSflM 
religion— a  11  Pro lestimtism  and  no  chanty.  Jfl 
to  go  to  Shaftesbury— to  Aldersgate  Sirwtw^ 
— tnat*s  the  best  market  for  th«r  wares. 

*'  Jockey,  my  lord,  from  Newtaarkct.       ' 

'*Let  him  nde  to  the  devil— he  has  hone  ^ 
and  spurs  of  his  own.    Any  morel     ^jj 

•*The  whole  antechamber  is  fiill,  mv  WtM 
and  squires,  doctors  and  dicers."    .  j 

"  The  dicers,  with  theirdoctors*  in  lb«r  pso 
presume." 


•' Counts,  captains,  and  clergvmcit' 
"You are allitera lire, Jemingham^  sufl 
"  and  that  is  a  proof  you  are  pocn< 


i<^  Bifl 
writing  things." 

Getting  half  out  of  bed— thnistiag  ow 
brocade  nightgown,  deeply  formi  wrtn  «« 
foot  into  a  velvet  slipper,  while  the  otnen 
primitive  nudity  the  rich  carpet-his  WW 
thinking  farther  on  the  assembly  witfiooj 
pen  a  few  lines  of  a  satirical  porai;  i"« 
slopped- threw  the  pen  into  thechiraner-i 
that  the  humour  was  past-and  asked  m 
♦  Doctor,  a  cant  naart  ta  ttof  .•»» 
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Jermngbsin  prodaeed  a 


n  were  any  leCterk 

rhat  the  devil  f '  taid  his  Qracft,  "do  you  think  I 
ead  all  these?    I  am  like  Clarence,  who  aeked 

of  wine,  and  waa  aonaed  into  a  butt  of  sack, 
m  is  there  any  thing  which  presses  T* 
his  letter,  your  Orace^"  saidiemiagham,  "con- 
ic the  YoKshire  mortgage." 
id  I  not  bid  thee  cany  it  to  old  Oatheral»  my 
lid  I 

itid,  my  lord,"  answered  the  other;  "but  ChLth- 
lys  there  are  di^icultiea." 
M  the  usurers  foreclose,  then-^there  is  no  difB- 
In  that;  and  out  of  a  hundred  manore  I  shall 
I  miss  one,"  answered  the  Duke.  "And  hark 
ftg  me  my  chocolate." 

ly,  my  lord,  Galheral  does  not  say  it  is  impoe- 
KJily^iifficilt.'^ 

id  what  is  the  use  of  him,  if  he  cannot  make  it 
I  But  yDuare  ail  born  to  make  difficulties,"  re- 
be  Duke. 

Wy  if  your  Grace  approves  the  terms  in  this 
^  and  pleases  to  sigh  it,  (3atheral  will  undeiv 
or  the  matter,"  answered  Jerningfaam. 
id  could  you  not  have  said  so  at  first,  you 
^  7"  said  the  Duke,  signing  the  paper  with- 
sking  at  the  oontenta— "What  other  letters? 
lamember,  I  most  be  plagued  with  no  more 
as." 

fecs-donz.  my  lord—five  or  six  of  them.    This 

'  e  porters  lodge  by  a  vizard  mask." 
V .'"  answered  the  Duke,  tossing  them  over, 
attendant  assisted  in  dressing -Him— "an 
■nee  of  a  quarter's  standing." 
!ivan  to  one  of  the  pages  by  my  Lady  —'a 
voman." 
le  on  it*~a  Jeremiade  on  the  subject  of  per- 

[  treachery,  and  not  a  aingla  new  line  to  the 
Be,"  said  tno  Duke,  glancmg  over  the  billet. 
i  ia  the  old  cant— «ru«l  manr-l>roken  vowe-^ 
n*9  juMt  revcnre.  Why,  the  woman  is  thinking 
idcr— not  of  love.  No  one  shouki  pretend  to 
s|K>a  so  threadbare  a  topic  without  havin{i[  at 
some  novelty  of  eipressioii.  The  despainng 
tiaia— Lie  thereL  fair  dnperale.  And  this— how 
iiif 

hug  into  the  window  of  the  hall,  by  a  fellow 
an  off  at  liiU  speed,"  answered  Jemingham. 
Ks  is  a  better  text,"  said  the  duke « "  and  yet  it 
id  one  too~three  weeks  old  at  least— The  little 
ess  with  the  jealous  lord— I  should  not  care  a 
kg  for  her,  save  for  that  same  jealoua  lord— 
>  on't,  and  he'a  gone  down  to  the  country— /Am 
f — in  sUenee  and  taftty-^'wriUtn  with  a  quiU 
frwgi  the  toing  of  Oujnrf— Your  ladysliip  has 
ftpen-feathen  enough  to  fly  away  with— better 
^ifl  winxs  when  you  had  caught  him,  my  lady 
»a  canfidaA  qfher  Buckingham*  e/Mm—l  bate 
nee  ID  a  young  person— aha  must  be  taught 
-I  will  not  mr 
m  Grace  wUl  not  be  ao  cruel  I"  aaid  Jeming- 


art  a  cxmipaaaioBate  fellow,  Jemingham; 

it  misai  be  punished." 

your  lordship  should  resume  your  fancy  for 


leeit 
if 


/,  then,  you  must  swear  the  billet-doux  mis- 
r  answered  the  Duke.  "  And  stay,  a  thought 
me — it  ahall  miacarry  in  great  styloL  Hark 
^-wbat  is  the  £dlow*8  name— the  poet— is  he 

r' 

9e  are  six  gentlemen,  sir,  who,  ftom  the  reams 
k*  in  their  pocket,  and  the  thr^bare  seama  at 
Iowa,  appear  to  wear  the  livary  of  the  Musea" 
lacal  ones  mcfre,  Jemingham.  Hie,  I  mean, 
late  the  Ii0t  lampoon,"  aakl  the  Duke. 
irfaoai  roar  Grace  said  you  owed  five  pieces 
eating T'  replied  Jemingham. 
I  money  for  his  satire,  and  the  cudgel  for  his 
•Good — find  him  Tgive  him  the  five  pieces,  and 
ihe  Coantess's  biUet-doux— Hold— take  Ara- 
rand*  the  rest  of  them— thrust  them  all  into 
kfolio— All  will  come  out  at  the  Wits'  Coffee- 
and  if  the  promulgator  be  not  cudgelled  iotf 


allnfaa  cdoan  of  the  rakibow,  there  m  no  nite  m  . 
woman,  no  faith  in  crabtree,  or  pith  in  heart  or  oak— 
Araminta's  wrath  alone  would  overbidden  one  pair 
of  mortal  shouldara." 

"But,  my  Lord  Dake."  said  bia  attendant,  "thia 
Settle*  is  so  dull  a  raacali  that  nothing  he  can  write 
will  take." 

"Then  as  we  have  given  him  steel  to  head  the 
arrow/'  aakl  the  Duke^^' we  will  giv^  him  wings  to 
waft  ti  with— wood  be  haa  enough  of  his  own  to  > 
make  a  ahaft  or  IxAt  of.  Hand  me  my  own  unfinished 
lampoon— give  it  to  him  with  the  tettera— let  him 
make  what  he  can  of  them  all." 

"My  Lord  Duke— I  crave  pardon— but  your 
Grace's  style  will  be  discovered  t  and  though  the 
ladies'  names  are  not  at  the  lettera,  yet  they  will  be 
traced."  . 

"I  would  have  it  80»  you  blockhead*  Have  you 
lived  with  me  ao  long,  and  cannot  diaeover  that  tha 
eclat  of  an  intrigue  ia,  with  me,  worth  all  the  rest  of 
itr' 

"  But  the  danger,  my  Lord  Duke  7"  replied  Jer* 
ningham.  "There  are  husbands,  brothers,  inendsi 
whose  revenge  may  be  awakened." 

"And  beaten  to  sleep  again,"  aakl  Buckingham, 
haughtily.  "I  have  Black  WiU  and  his  cudgel  for 
plebeiaii  groroblare;  and  thoae  of  quality  I  can  deal 
with  myself.  I  lack  breathing  and  exercise  pf  late."t 

"  But  yet  your  Grace" 

'  "  Hold  your  peace,  fool !  I  tell  you  that  your  poor 
dwarfish  spirit  cannot  measure  the  scope  of  mine.  I 
teH  thee  I  would  have  the  course  of  my  life  a  torrent 
—I  am  weary  of  easy  achievementa,  and  wish  for 
obstacles,  that  I  can  aweep  before  my  irresisubla 
course." 

Another  gentleman  now  entered  the  apartmenu 
"  I  humbly  crave  your  Grace's  pardon,"  he  said ; , 
"  but  Maater  Christian  ia  ao  importunate  ibr  admis- 
sion instantly,  that  I  am  obliged  to  take  your  Gracera 
pleasure."  , 

"l^ll  him  to  call  three  honra  hence.  Damn  hia 
politic  pate,  that  woukl  make  all  man  dance  after  hia 
pipe!" 

"I  thank  yoi^folr  the  complimant,  my  Lord  Duke," 
said  Chriatian,  entering  the  apartroept  iu  aomewbat 
a  more  courtly /^rb.  but  with  the  sairte  unpretendins 
and  undiatinguiahed  mien,  and  in  the  same  placid  and 
indiflerent  manner  with  which  he  hod  accosted  Julian 
Peveril  upondifiersnt  occasions  during  his  journey  to 
London.  "  It  is  precisely  my  pre^nt  object  to. pipe  to 
you  t  and  you  may  dance  to  your  own  profit,  u  you 
will." 

"On  my  word.  Master  Christian,"  said  the  Duke^ 
haughtily,  "  the  affair  should  be  weighty,  that  removes 
ceremony  so  entirely  from  betwixt  us.  If  it  relatea 
to  the  subject  of  our  last  conversation,  I  must  request 
our  interview  be  postponed  to  some  fd^ther  opportu- 
nity. I  am  engaged  in  an  affair  of  aome  weigh L* 
Then  turamg  bia  back  on  Chriatian,  he  went  on  with 
his  conversation  with  Jemingham.  "Find  the  per 
son  you  wot  of,  and  give  him  the  papen  i  and  hark 
ye,  give  him  thia  gold  to  pay  ibr  the  shaft  of  hia 
arrow— the  steel-head  and  peaoqck's  wuig  we  have 
already  provided."  .    , 

"  This  is  all  wsll,  my  brd,"  saki  Chriatian,  calmly, 
and  takina  his  seat  at  the  same  time  in  an  easy  chair 
at  some  distance;  "but  your  Grace'a  levity  is  no 

le,  jiie  wworthr  leribbl^  whom  the'eavf  m 
iUmA  tried  to  RUM  to  iiablie  MUmation,  m  a  , 
a  eironiMUhee  which  hat  been  uw  meam  or 
alavatinf  him  U>  a  rtn  pafnM  fpedef  of  liamortaHtr. 
*  It  was  tha  unworthj  diatinetioii  of  men  of  vit  and 
about  town,  to  rovent*  their  own  (hiaireli  wiUi  iiiAnor , 
by  Uie  hands  of  bravnea-  Even  in  the  days  of  ebivwiy.  the 
kniffhta,  as  nar  be  learned  from  Don  Quixote,  tamed  ovei  *«> 
the  chasttsement  of  (heir  fquifea  mch  adverMrhm  aa  were  Mft  - 
dubb'd ;  and  Uhm  it  waa  not  unufual  for  mm*  of  qualitr  in 
Charlee  II.'a  time,  to  avenfe  their  wronca  bf  means  of  privata 
assassination.  Rocbeater  wrilea  eoroposedly  cnnoemint  a  satire 
impaled  to  Drydcn,  but  in  reality  eoroposed  by  Mulrmve,  If 
be  fklls  apon  me  with  tlw  blunt,  which  is  bis  very,  rood  weapoa 
in  wit,  I  will  forcive  him,  if  you  piease«  and  leave  Ihe  mparles 
to  Black  Will  wiUi  a  oudfel."   And,  tn  conformity  with  this 


Rochester  and  oi 
rival  to  Dryden 


oowardly  and  brutal  intimatiou,  Uiat  distiMmiibed  poet  was 
~  4rlaid  and  beaten  eevurelf  in  Roee  Street^  Covent  Gulden,  bf 
ifflaua  who  could  not  be  disoovemd,  but  wliom  all  wsludni 


to  be  tb«  aicnte  of  RecheeiWa  oMua  luveagn. 


lU 


KKVUKIL  OP  fniB  PBJKH. 


icrnxxna. 


rohfch  !br  my  enimnkmtf .  •  ft  Is  neooastTy  I  sheuM 
apeak  with  yoo ;  and  I  will  await  your  Grace'a  leiaore 
in  tha  aparfment'* 

**  ycry  well,  air"  aaid  the Dukevpeeviably;  "if  an 
evV  la  to  be  underg<t)ne,  the  aoooer  it  is  over  the  bet- 
ted—I  can-  take  meaaufea  to  prevent  iia  being  n- 
newed.  So  let  me  hear  your  errand  without  further 
ddaj." 

**I  will  wait  till  yourOraoe'B  toilette  ia  completed," 
aaSd  Chriatiwi,  with  the  indifierent  tone  which  waa 
natural  to  him.  **  What  I  bav«  to  aay  must  be  be* 
tween  ouraeUee." 

"Begone,  Jerninghami  nd  remain  withom  till 
I  call.  Leave  my  doublet  on  the  coueh.-~Ho  w  now  1 
I  have  worn  thia  cloth  of  atlver  a  hundred  timea." 

"Only  twiee,  if  it  please  ysur  Gno%"  replied  Jer- 
ningham. 

*As  well  twenty  times-^kesp  it  for  yoorself,  or 
^iye  it  to  ray  valet*  if  yen  are  too  pnmA  or  yoar  gan* 

"Your  Grace  haa  made  better  men  than  me  wear 
v<mr  cast  clothes,"  aaid  J^niingham,  aobmiaaively. 

''Thou  art  afaarp,  Jemmgham,"  aaid  the  Doke^ 
"  in  one  aense  I  have,  and  I  may  again.  So  now* 
that  pearf-colotired  thing  wiH  do  with  the  ribbon  and 
George.  Getawsy  with  thee.-*And  now  that  he  ia 
gone,  Master  Cbristian,  may  I  once  more  crave  your 
pleasure  1" 

"My  Lord  Duke,"  aaid  Christian^  '*you  are  a 
wdrshipper  of  difflciutiee  in  state  affiius,  as  in  lovs 
matters.^* . 

**I  tmat  you  have  been  no  eavesdropper.  Master 
Cbiietian,"  replied  the  Duke}  ^*it  aoarce  argues  the 
reapeet  due  to  me,  or  to  my  roof." 

"I  know  not  what  you  mean,  my  lord,"  replied 
Christian.      ^ , 

"  Nav,  I  care  not  if  the  whole  world  heard  what 
I  sak)  out  now  to  Jemingfaam.  But  to  tbe  matter," 
replied  the  Duke  of  Buckingham. 

Your  Qraoe  is  so  much  occupied  with  conqueats 
over  the  fair  and  over  the  witty,  that  you  have  per- 
hapB  forgotten  wtiat  a  stake  yoo  have  in  the  tittle 
Islond  of  Man." 

**  Not  a  whit,  Master  Christian.  I  remember  well 
enough  that  my  roundheaded  father-in-law,  Fairfax, 
had  the  island  from  the  Long  Partiament ;  and  waa 
aw  enough  to  Qtrit  hold  of  it  at  the  Reatoretion,  when, 
if  he  had  closed  his  clutches,  and  held  hat,  like  a  trbe 
bird  of  prev,  as  he  ahoold  have  done^  he  might  have 
kept  it  lor  nim  and  his.  It  bod  been  a  rare  thing  to 
have  had  a  little  kinf^om— made  laws  of  my  own— 
had  my  Chamberlain  with  his  white  staff— I  would 
have  taught  Jemingham,  in  half  a  day,  to  look  as 
wjse,  walk  as  atiffly,  and  speak  as  sUluy,  as  Hany 
Bennet."* 

*'  You  might  have  done  this,  and  more^  if  it  had 
pleased  your  Grace." 

'My^  and  if  it  had  pl«aaed  my  Graee,  thou,  Ned 
ChrtMtian,  ahouklat  have  been  the  Jack  Ketch  of  my 
dominHm&" 

*'  /  your  Jack  Ketch,  my  lord  ?"  aaki  Christian,  more 
in  a  tone  of  surprise  than  of  displeaaura. 

"Why.  ay;  mou  haat  been  pecpetuaiiy  intriguing 
against  the  iijfe  of  yonder  poor  old  woman.  It  were  a 
kingdom  to  thee  to  gratify  thy  apleen  with  thy  own 
handa."  ^ 

*'  I  only  seek  jnstioe  againat  the  Countess,"  said 
Christian. 

"  And  the  end  of  JnstKe  is  alwuysia  gibbet,"  said 
tlieDuke. 

**  Be  it  80,"  answered  Chrialian.  "  Well,  the  Count- 
ess m  in  the  Pk)t." 

**  The  devil  conlbnnd  the  Plot,  aa  I  believe  he  Drat 
invented  it!"  said  the  Duke  of  Buckingham ;  "1  have 
heard.of  nothing  else  for  months.    K  one  must  go  to 

•  terftwt-,  Bar!  of  Ariinfrton,  wa«  dm  of  ChvlM'a  most  tf* 
Uefi«d  eottrti«ri  darioc  hk  estite.  All«r  Uiu  RartormUon.  be 
wiB  emplofed  in  the  imnMry.  and  Hm  raiM  of  Bennet  mppliw 
if  tniual  ft  to  the  c6lebralMl  wa««d  Cabal.  Bat  tlM  Klnc  was 
(  and  Mvaial  penoos  at 


.  tttppoaed  to  hav«  loai  reapoet  for  Ilia  i , 

donrt  look  th*;  Itborty  to  mtniielila  panmiand  twhaviovr,  whJeh 
«a«  ftitr  and  rontiaL  TlMa  ft  was  a  eomDOn  jeat  for  tone 
aonrtler  to  put  a  blaek  patcb  on  Ma  noaa,  and  ttmt  ahsat  with 
•  white  lUJf  in  hn  hand,  to  make  tb«  Kiair  nwrrr.  Bat,  not- 
wAh«tan.ling,  he  retained  hteoSkwof  Lord  Chaasboiteui  aad 
Ma  M»i .»  Uio  PniV  CoaMimM  kMa^  is  isaa. 


helMwotdditwOTsbfraolnei 

men's  company.  I  should  not  like  to  uaTd  «i4 
Oates,  Redlow,  and  the  reat  of  that  kmmduAd 
witneaaea." 

*'  Your  Grace  ia  then  resolved  to  foregD  all  ib 
ad  van  tages  which  may  ariael  If  the  Hooteof  Oabr 
fall  under  fot&itiue,  t  he  arant  to  Faiifrx,  now  wotldr 
represented  by  your  Ducoeas.  revivea;  andyoobeiBBi 
the  Lotd  and  Sovereign  of  Man." 

**  In  right  of  a  woman,"  sakl  the  Duke;  "btt.a 
troth,  my  godlvdame  owes  me  aoitie  advaniiBfR 
having  uved  the  first  rear  of  onrmaniase  villi  kr 
and  old  Black  Tom,  her  grim,  fightins,  pniaB 
father.  A  man  might  aa  well  havsmarrieQ  theDcvft 
daughter,  and  aet  up  boiise-keeping  with  his  hik» 
in-law."* 

"  I  nnderstand  yon  ere  williagi  then,  to  joiit  «t 
interest  for  a  heave  at  the  Houae  of  Dcfby,  my  Lai 
Duker 

"  As  they  are  unlawfully  posaeaoed  of  my  «if/i 
kingdom,  tney  certainly  can  expect  no  ftvotritv 
hand.  ButthonknoweattfaersiaantDtcnatttVli^ 
hall  predominant  over  mine." 

"  That  is  only  by  your  Oraee's  snfieraDoe^"«l 
Christian. 

"  No,  no|  I  teli  thee  a  huodnad  timei,BO,"«W 
Duke,  rouamg  himself  to  anger  at  the  reoolieen 
"  I  tell  thee  that  bass  courtesan,  die  DodHM 
Portsmouth,  hath  impudently  aet  bereelf  \o  M 
and  contradict  mei  and  Charlea  baagifniHii 
cloudy  kxiks  and  hard  words  befioie  die  Omh 
would  he  ooidd  but  guess  what  is  thsofiattiKni| 
herandmel  I  would  he  but  knew  that!  ButW 
have  her  plumes  plucked,  or  my  nana  ii  not  mm 
A  worthleua  French  filie-do-joia  tobnT«MtM# 
Christian,  thou  art  right ;  there  is  no  ptMi(io«9 
stirring  aa  rpveiiga  1  wiH  patronise  die  f^f.'^ 
but  to  «iite  her,  and  make  it  impoaqhkibrtwi^l 
to  uphold  her."  _, 

As  the  Duke  spoke,  he  gradually  vnagbtumaB  > 
into  a  paaaion,  and  traversed  the  apertmBtvnaiij 
much  vehemence  as  if  the  only  object  he  hid  *««[' 
waa  to  deprive  the  Ducheaa  eif  her  power  iw  v 
with  the  King.    Chriaiian  smiled  inteneDrio*'^'" 
approaching  the  state  of  mind  in  which  be  «»  v 
easily  worked  upon,  andjudicinusIykqrtaleDc^u 
the  Duke  calledout  to  hmi,  in  a  pet,  'MlVdl,  SoQ 
cle,  you  that  have  laid  ao  many  acheincs  to  v 
this  she- wolf  of  Gaul,  whera  are  all  youro. 
now  7— Where  is  the  exquiatte  besoty  who  < 
catch  the  Sovereign's  eye  at  the  first  gkooe?- 
finch,  hath  he  seen  her  f~and  what doet  ben 
exquisite  critic  in  beauty  and  blanfr-mange,  t 
andvrine?" 

"  He  has  seen  and  approves,  bat  has  not  yet  a 
her)  and  her  apeech  answera  to  all  the  lestj 
came  here  yeat^ay  t  and  to-day  I  intend  lomuv 
Chiffloch  to  her,  the  instant  heaniveafiomdMd 
try ;  and  I  expect  him  every  hour.  I  am  hot  vnr 
the  damael's  peevish  virtue,  for  she  hath  beea  b 
up  after  the  £uhion  of  our  grandmotheia-ear  a 
had  better  aenae."  .    , 

"  What !  ao  fair,  so  youuR  so  qnick^wiitei  i 
difficult?"/ aaid  the  Duke.  ^' By  voor  leaver  jo* 
introduce  me  aa  well  as  ChifiSncn." 

''  Thst  your  Grace  may  cure  her  of  her  mt 
modeatv'r*  aaid  Chriatian.  _^_ 

"  Why  "  rephed  the  Duke,  "  it  vriU  hat  tea*^ 
to  stand  in  her  own  1  idhL  Krags  do  not  ieve»« 
and  aue;  they  shouklliavs  tbcv  game  niado** 
them.**  .,  ^_^ 

"Under  your  Grace's  favoer,"  ■««  Ctag 
"  this  canno'  be— iVon  omntftiis  damuo^Y^m^ 
k nowa  the  clasaio  alluaion.  If  this.roaiden  W^ 
Prittce'a  favourite,  rank  ^ 
But  to  any  under  Majeaty,  •»? 

"  Why,  thou  aoapicious  iaoL -  .     ^ 

the  Duke.  "  Do  yoo  think  I  wodd  interfefe  l^ 
a  plan  so  much  to  my  own  advantage  aa  laai  v 
you  have  laid  before  nwT 

*  Mary, daiyrliter  of  Tbomaa  Lord  Fairfkx,  v***rtS 
the  nuke  of  Backintham.  whoie  verMlflftjr  JW»«21S 
copAbla  for  a  tiihe  of  rendering  hhneelf  affreabWg"*^ 
ta-law  thoaab  •  H|M  Pmbyaarias,  aa  ae  iM«mC^>** 


gilds  tbe  ahaaie  b"^J^ 
^.ahemuatngtyailap 
I  fool  I  was  but  IB  jead 


mXXYiTLl 


pjEvniL  or  TRB  pttAJS.; 


lt$ 


Ivittian  imited  mi  riuxik  hit  hetd.  **  My  tord/' 
•id.  "1  know  your  Grace  ae  well,  or  better  per- 
1^  than  you  know  yourself.  To  spoil  a  well- 
mUfA  intrtgne  by  tome  croas  atroke  of  your  own, 
tl  aiva  yott  none  plei»'ure  than*  to  bring  it  to  a 
canul  termination  aoconfinff  to  Ae  plana  of 
ka.  9ut  Shaftesbury,  and  aXl  conoemedi  have 
mined  that  our  seheme  ahall  at  leaet  htve  fair 
.  We  reckon,  tbarafora,  on  vour  help;  and— 
^  me  when  I  aay  ao— we  will  not  permit  our- 
» to  be  impeded  by  your  lefity  and  fiokleneavof 
ose.'* 

Vho7— /  light  and  fiokle  of  pvrpoaeT^  'said  the 
$,  "  Yott  aee  me  Keie  aa  reaolred  ae  anv  of  yov, 
Ipoaaeaa  the  miatresa,  and  to  carry  on  the  Plot ; 
I  are  the  only  two  things  I  live  for  in  ihis  world. 
ine  can  play  the  man  of  business  like  me,  when  I 
m^  to  tOB  trery  filing  and  labelling  of  my  letters, 
[regular  aa  a  scrirener." 

lou  have  Ghiffinch's  letter  from  the  cotmtryj  he 
■le  be  had  written  to  you  about  some  poaeages 
list  him  and  the  young  Lord  Savflie."' 
la  did  8»— he  did  ao,**  said  the  I>uke,  looking 
Dg  his  letters;  "  but  I  see  not  his  letter  just  now 
itreely  noted  the  contente^i  wae  busy  when  it 
»^but  I  have  it  safely." 
NMi  ahottM  have  acted  on  it '*  anawered  Chria- 

L^The  Ibol  suflered  himself  to  be  choused  oat 
secret,  and  prayed  you  to  see  that  my  lord's 
ger  fgot  not  to  the  Dutchess  with  some  des- 
I  which  be  sent  up  fhrni  Derbyshire,  betraying 

feDuKe  was  now  alarmed,  and  rang  the  bett 
Jeni«agbam  appeared.    "Where  is  the  letter 
>m  Master  Chunneh  aome  hours  stncef* 
^be  not  amotigat  thoae  vour  Grace  has  before 
now  nothing  of  it,"  aaid  Jerninghara.  "I  saw 
sh  arrive." 

lie,  you  raacal,"  said  Backinshamt  "have 
irright  to  remember  better  than  I  do?" 
Hyeur  Qrace  will  foigive  me  reminding  you,  yon 
)  acarce  opened  a  letter  this  week,"  said  his  gen- 
iin. 

Did  yon  erer  hear  such  a  provoking  rascal !"  said 
Dtfke.  **  He  might  be  a  witne^j*  in  the  Plot.  He 
knocked  my  character  for  reRwlarlty  entirely  on 
head  with  his  damned  counter-evidence." 
four  Grace's  talent  nnd  capacity  will  at  least 
■in  imimpeached,"  said  Christian  ^  "and  it  is 
B  that  must  serve  yourself  and  your  ftienda.  If  I 
It  adviap,  you  will  hasten  to  Court,  and  lay  some 
Dwtton  for  the  impression  we  wish  to  make.  If 
Omca  can4ake  the  first  word,  and  throw  out  a 
10  croesbite  Saville,  it  will  be  well.  But  above 
eep  the  King's  ear  employed,  which  no  one  can 
•  well  as  you.  Leai^  Chiffinch  to  fill  his  heart 
m  proper  object  Another  thing  ie,  there  ia  a 
head  of  an  old  Cavalier,  who  mast  needs  be  a 
n-  in  tho  Counteee  of  Derby's  b(*hnlf— he  is  fast 
4d,  whh  the  whole  tribe  of  witnesses  at  his 
Dhea.** 

lay,  then,  take  him,  Tophara." 
Ii|pbani  has  taken  him  already,  my  lord,"  said 
lian :  **afid  there  is,  besides,  a  young  gallant, 
of  the  said  Knight,  who  was  bred  in  the  house- 
if  the  Countees  of  De-hy,  and  who  has  brought 
^from  her  to  the  Provincial  of  the  Jesuits,  and 

e"  I  London." 
t  are  their  names?"  said  the  Duke,  dryly. 
^  Geoffrey  Pevcril  of  Martindale  Castle,  m  Der- 
NBi,  and  hie  son  JuHan." 

hat !  Peveril  of  the  Peak  ?"  aaid  the  Duke,—"  a 
He  Cavalier  as  ever  swore  an  oath— A  Worces- 
Ib,  too — and,  in  troth,  a  man  of  all  work,  when 
I  wero  isoing?  I  will  not  consent  to  hia  ruin, 
|ian.  The«e  fellowa  most  be  flo^^sped  off  such 
icenta — ^floggrd  in  every  sense,  they  mast,  and 
1^  vheif  the  nation  comes  to  its  eye-aght  again." 
isof  more  than  tho  last  importance^  in  the  mean 
lo  the  furtherance  of  our  plan,'*  sntd  Christian, 
lyowr  Grare  should  stand  for  a  space  between 
ind  the  Kmg's  favour.  The  vouth  hath  intlu- 
Mth  the  nsaidcr  which  we  suould  find  Rcnrce 
lablo  to  our  virwai  besidesi  her  father  holds 


him  as  high  as  he  can  any  one  Who  »  no  each  ptiri- 
lanir  fool  as  himself."  « 

"  Well,  most  Christian  Chnstian,"  saki  the  DukcL 
"I  hare  heard  your  commands  at  length.  I  will 
endeavour  to  stop  the  earths  under  the  throne,  that, 
neither  the  lord,  knight,  nor  squire  in  question,  shall 
find  it.possible  to  borrow  thcrfc.  For  the  fair  one,  I 
must  leave  Chiffinch  and  you  to  marfnge  her  intro- 
duction to  her  high  destinies,  since  1  am  not  to  be 
trasted.    Adieu,  most  Christian  Christian." 

He  fixed  his  ej'es  on  him,  and  then  exclaimed,  as 
he  shut  the  door  of  the  apartment,—"  Most  profligate 
and  damnable  villain ! '  And  what  provokes  me  most 
of  all,  is  the  knave's  composed  insolence.  Your  Grace 
will  do  this— and  your  Graos  will  condescend  to  do 
that— A  pretty  puppet  i  should  be,  to  play  the  second 
part  or  rather  the  third,  in  such  a  scheme  1  No,  they 
shall  all  walk  according  to  my  purpoee,  or  I  will  cross 
them.  I  will  find  this  girl  out  in  spite  of  them,  and 
judge  if  their  scheme  is  likely  to  be  successful.  If  so, 
she  shall  be  mine— mine  entirely,  before  she  becomes* 
the  King's:  and  I  wilt  command  her  who  is  to  guide 
Charles.— Jemingham,"*  (his  gentleman  entered,) 
"cause  Christian  to  be  dogged  wherever  he  goes,  for 
the  next  four-and- twenty  hours,  and  find  out  where 
he  visits  a  female  newly  come  to  town.— You  smiley 
you  knave?"  • 

*  Tie  apJiliQStieii  of  ttte  vt/tf  respeetabfo  tA6  Gnf  IMi  name  of 
JwainfffiMn  to  tim  irclet-d»0liiiintim  of  the  Daks  of  Bgcking- 
ham.  has  proved  of  foroe  •nflSeieat  u»  «rake  tbe  rraentneiit  of 
the  deed,  who  hed  in  ^arlv  d«re  worn  that  illiwtrious  raiQaoMy 
—tit  Uw  author  received  by  pioat  the  followinf  expoeUilation 
on  the  aub  joot  t— 

*'Totk»  karnti  Oat  sad  wrshif^i^  Kntgkt,  mr  Walter  Sean. 

gMKtkcit; 
"  Mye  mortal  frame  ha*  lont  lin^^e  movidered  into  duet,  ami 
the  jroanjr  uplinre  that  wai  planted  on  thedayeof  mye  Aineral, 
U  now  a  dod<1ef(Kl  nak,  standingc  hard  bye  the  maniiion  of  iha 
nmiTiie.  The  windea  doe  whiatle  thro*  its  lenve«.  moaoinft< 
amonc  itj  mon-covcrad  brnnchea,  and  awakeninr  in  the  Mulee 
of  my  daxceudaiitN.  that  penaive  oielanehoty  which  leadc  bade 
U)  the  contcraplalintr  ttiose  that  are  gone  f^i,  who  won  once  (he 


boHera,  am 


eoaril^  daroo,  Hint  held  high  revelry  in  theae  gaye 
now  liirht  aa  the  blast  r 

'*  If  I  eeaaye.  from  vain  atKBction.  tomakomy  name  bf  thouffht 
of  by  prodiieinir  the  noiae  of  riuUina*;  ailket,  or  Uie  «low  tread 
of  a  mtdnifht  foot  along  the  chapel  floor,  atadi  I  only  i>rar«  (he. 
■tmple  maidoiid,  and  my  w^arie  eflbnn  (how  wearte  none  alt\-« 
ean  tell)  are  deridH  aad  Jeered  at,  by  mr'kniiehtlfe  desrrnd* 
nnti.  Once  indeed— but  it  IxMbi  not  to  biirthen  yoarear  with 
tl)ia  pariicular,  nor  why  I  am  atill  aad  and  aching,  betwoen 
earth  and  heaven  !  Know  only,  that  1  atill  walk  tliiH  plane  (aa 
mye  vi»ymtt9,rfiw  rveae-tranomother,  docN  her*.)  T  sit  in  my 
wonted  chair,  tho'  now  it  iit.and4  in  a  du«ity  garret.  1  frecinen* 
my  lady'a  room,  and  I  have  hivlMKi  her  warlinc  babee,  wbtn  a)I 
the  cunning  of  rhe  narM  han  failed.  I  ail>at  tho  window  wliert 
so  long  a  rareewion  of  hrmoamble  dames  hnvr  prrsi^ed  theil 
dare,  and  are  pnsRed  away !  But  in  the  change  that  centuricft 
bmuglH,  Ikonor  ami  tniih  fiavo  remained  s  and.  as  adbereata  to 
Kinc  Harry 'ri  eldest  daughter,  as  true  enbiecta  to  her  adtecea- 
sors,  as  falUiful  followers  of  the  unfortunate  Charles  and  hia 
pocteritie.  and  a^  loyal  and  attached  iservauntds  of  tlio  preApnf 
royal  atoek,  ttie  name  of /rfnla^ftaai  hae  ever  remained  anmi) 
lied  in  lionouf,  and  anmnfamwated  in. aught  ondttmg  its  an- 
cient knightlie  origin.  You,  noble  and  learned  air,  Hh<i«e  qmli 
is  AS  the  trumpet  arou<«inRe  the  niumbariose  soule  to  ft^oliniia  of 
loAio  ohivatrie,— you.  Sir  Knight,  who  ffel  and  doe  honour  to 
fow  noble  lineage,  wherefore  did  you  My.  in  your  chronicle  or 
hiatorie  of  Uie  omve  kniirhl,  Feveril  of  the  Peeke,  that  my  lord 
of  Buckingham's  ser\'aunta  was  a  Jeroingharo !  1 1  a  vile  varlol 
to  a  Tiler  noble  l  .Many  honourable  families  have,  indeed,  shot 
and  spread  fVom  Mie  parent  «itock  Into  wilde  entnnsflod  ma-/c#, 
and  rnached  perrSianco  li^yond  the  confines  of  ren tie  blood  j  bnf 
it  so  pleaaed  Provideooe.  thai  mye  wonhipfal  husband,  gaod 
Bir  Harry's  line,  luu  flowed  in  one  ooiiAned,  but  eiear  deep 
steam,  down  lo  mye  well-hclouod  son,  the  present  Sir  George 
Jemingtiam  (by  just  daim  Lorde  dtaffbrde ;)  and  if  any  of  your 
ooartiy  ancestors  that  hover  round  your  bed,  nould  speak,  thef 
would  tell  you  ttiat  the  Duke'a  valet  waa  not  Jemingham,  but 
Skyer  or  Sims.— Act  as  you  shall  Uiink  oiete  liereon,  but  de 
fend  the  honoured  names  of  Uiose  whose  rh&mpion  you  40  well 
deserve  to  be. 

''J.  JSHmMOHASL** 

Having  no  aaode  n(  knowing  how  to  eeply  to  this  annlont 
dijraitary.  I  am  compelled  to  lay  the  blame  of  my  em>r  uport 
wtcked  example  which  hajt  mi«l<*ri  me ;  and  to  plead  thni  1  «huuld 
nevnr  have  been  guilty  of  *o  t^*!al  a  miimomer,  but  for  the  au- 
thority of  one  Oh viof  Goldsmith,  who,  in  an  «>h*gant  dial  <gua 
beiweeo  the  Lady  Blamey  ano  Mi»s  Carolina  Wllhelmtnn  Ame- 
lia Skegge.  makea  the  forever  aMUre  Mias0kegg«  s«  a  ftint.  tiiat 
tho  next  moi^inif  my  lord  called  ouL  ihrre  limits  to  his  valel-d*' 
chambro,  " J«*mii;an.  J>>rniiRn.  J'rniganl  bring  txm  my  gar* 
lers  I"  some  iiiaecumte  rpcolleotlon  u(  this  i^esnaro  fins  ocm- 
aioiMd  the  niliMico  rendered,  for  which  I  mska  thia  knoMfevt, 
)f«t  rwpectfdl  apulofy. 
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"I  did  but  raspect  a  fresh  rival  to  Araminia  and 

the  little  Countess,"  said  J^rningham. 

"Away  to  your  business,  knave,"  said  the  ^Duke, 
**  and  let  me  think  of  inine.— To  subdue  a  Puritan  in 
Esse— a  King's  favourite  in  Posse— the  very  niuster 
of  western  beauties— that  is  point  first  The  impu- 
dence of  this  Manx  mongrel  to  be  corrected— the 
pride  of  Modame  la  Duchesse  to  be  puUcd  <}own— 
an  importaqt  state  intrigue  to  be  furthered,  or  baffled, 
as  circumstances  render  most  to  my  own  honour  and 
Gplory— I  wished  for  business  but  now,  and  I  have  got 
snougli  oi  it.  But  Buckingham  will  keep  his  own 
cteerage-way  through  ahoal  and  through  weather." 

CHAPTER  XXIX. 


-«-—  iHMik  70U  thui,  E 

The  devil  can  qvota  •eriptnre  for  hi»  parpoae. 

MtreUru  ^  fiNtke. 

After  leaving  the  proud  mansion  of  the  tkike  of 
Buckingham,  Christian,  full  of  the  deep  and  treache- 
rous scneracs  which  be, meditated,  hastened  to  the 
city,  where,  in  a  decent  inn,  kept  by  a  person  of  his 
own  persuasion,  he  had  been  unexpectedly  summoned 
to  meet  with  B^lph  Bridgenorth  of  Houltrasaie.  He 
waa  not  disappointed— the  Major  had  arrived  that 
morning,  and  anxiously  expected « him.  The  usual 
gloom  of  hw  countenance  was  darkened  into  a  yet 
deeper  shade  of  anxiety,  which  was  boarcely  relieved, 
even  while,  in  answer  to  his  inquiry  after  his  daughter, 
Christian  gave  -the  most  favourable  acconnt  of  her 
aealth  and  spirits,. naturally  and  unaffectedly  inter- 
mini^led  with  such  praises  of  her  beauty  aqd  her  dis- 
position, as  were  likely  to  be  most  grateful  to  a  father's 
etfr. 

But  Christian  had  too  much  cunning  to  expatiate 
on  tbifi  theme,  however  soothing.  He  stopped  short 
exactly  at  the  point  where,  as  an  affectionate  rolative, 
he  might  be  supposed  to  have  said  enough.  **'*Ue 
lady,"  he  acid,  "  with  wliom  he  hnd  placed  Alice,  was 
delighted  with  her  aspect  and  maoners.  and  undertook 
to  be  responsible  for  her  health  tmd  happiness.  He 
had  not,  he  said,  deserved  so  little  conndenee  at  the 
hand  of  his  brother,  Bridgenorth,  as  that  the  Major 
should,  contrary  to  his  purpose,  and  to  the  plan  which 
they  had  adjusted  together,  have  hurried  up  from  tlie 
country,  as  if  his  own  presence  were  neceMaiy  for 
Alice's  protection.'^ 

'*  Brother  Christian,"  said  Bridgenorth  in  reply,  **  1 
tnust  sec  my  child— I  must  see  this  person  with  whom 
she  IS  intrusted." 

"  To  what  purpose  7*  answered  Christian.  **  Have 
jtm  not  often  confessed  that  tlie  over  excess  of  the 
carnal  aBeclion  which  you  have  entertained  for  your 
daughter,  hath  been  a  snare  to  you?— Have  you  not, 
•  more  than  once,  been  on  the  pomt  of  resigning  those 
fp«at  designs  which  should  place  righteousness  as  a 
counsellor  beside  the  throne,  because  you  desired  to 
grati^  your  daughter's  girlish  passion  for  this  descend- 
ant of  your  old  persecutor— this  Julian  Peveril  T* 

"I  own  it,"  said  Bridgenorth ;  *' and  worlds  wouFd 
I  have  given,  and  would  yet  give,  to  clasp  that  youth 
to  my  bosom,  and  call  him  my  son.  The  spirit  of  his 
mother  looks  from  his  eye,  and  his  stately  step  is  as 
that  of  his  father,  when  he  daily  ppokoKomfort  tome 
in  mv  distress,  and  said,  '  The  child  li veth.' " 

"But  the  youth  walks,"  said  Christian,  "aAer  his 
own  lights,  and  mistakes  the  meteor  of  the  marsh  for 
the  Polar  star.  Ralph  Bridgenorth,  I  will  speak  to 
thee  in  friendly  sincerity.  Thou  must  not  think  to 
serve  both  the  good  cause  and  Baal.  Obcy^  if  thou 
wilt,  thine  own  (virnal  affections,  summon  this  Julian 
Peveril  to  thy  house,  and  let  him  wed  ihy  daughter— 
But  marii  the  reception  she, will  meet  with  from  the 

ftroud  old  knight,  whose  spirit  is  now,  even  now,  as 
ittle  broken  with  his  chains,  as  aAer  the  eword  of  the 
Saints  had  prevailed  at  Worcesier.  Thou  wilt  see  thy 
daughter  spurned  from  his  feet  like  an  outcast." 

'*  Christian,"  said  Bridgenorth,  interrupting  him, 
"  thou  dost  urge  me  hard :  but  thondost  it  in  love,  my 
brother,  and  1  forgive  thee— Alice  shall  ♦never  be 
i«purned.— But  this  friend  of  thine— this  lady—thou 
art  niy  child**  uncle:  and  after  me,  thou  art  next-  to 
her  m  love  and  affection— StiU,  thou  art  not  her 


father— havt  not  het  fafbar't  fears.  Art  dion  warn  tf 
the  character  of  this  woman  to  whom  my  eluld  ii  in* 
trusted?" 

"  Am  I  sure  of  my  own  1— Am.  I  sore  that  inymBi 
is  CbristiaQ— youra  Bridge.iorth7— Is  it  a  tbitqg  I  as 
likely  to  be  insecure  in  ?— Have  I  not  dwelt  for  nmm 
years  in  this  dty  7-rDo  I  not  know  this  Comt  T— Am 
am  I  likely  to  be  imposed  upon  ?  For  I  will  not  thiok 
you  can  fear  my  imposing  upon  you." 

"Thou  art  my  brother,"  said  Brid{9eDorth--*tfai 
blood  and  bone  of  ray  departed  Saint-— and  I  am  ^ 
termined  that  I  will  trust  thee  in  this  matter." 
Thou  dost  weU,"  said  Christian ; "  sod  wbokasvi 


yood  oidinary  women.  Coorageoos  Jiididi  freed  Bh 
thulia  by  her  valour,  and  the  comely  featQieaof  Erths 
made  her  a  safeguard  and  a  defence  to  her  iKapkii 
the  land  of  captivity,  when  she  foand  fnToor  b  Ae 
sight  of  King  Ahasuerus." 

^'  Be  it  with  her  as  Heaven  wills,"  said  Bridnsnki 
"  and  now  teU  me  what  progress  then  » in  uie  gmr 
work." 

"  The  people  are  weary  of  theiniqnity  d  this  Obo^' 
said  Christian ;  "  and  if  this  man  will  coatioK  w 
reign,  it  must  be  by  ealling  to  his  oonncas  men  sfB- 
other  stanip.  "The  alarm  excited  by  the  daaisdii 
practicedttf  the  Papists,  haskisalled  up  men's  aoal%fli 
awakened  their  eyes  to  the  dangers  of  their  sisft- 
He  himself— for  be  will  give  up  brother  and  «ilt 
save  himself— is  not  averse  to  a  change  of  weamm 
and  though  we  cannot  at  first  see  the  Govt  paipis 
with  a  wmnowing  fan,  yet  there  will  be  enoq^  flfihe 
good  to  control  the  bad— enough  of  the  sober  jwfr  is 
compd  the  gran  t  of  that  universal  toleniioo,  tewmek 
we  have  sighed  so  leng,  as  a  maiden  farberbeknti. 
Time  and  opportunity  %vill  lead  th^  my  fa  mae 
thoroagh  reformation  \  and  that  will  wdone  whhoat 
stroke  of  sword,  which  our  friends  fi^  10  estabitih 
on  a  sure  foundation,  even  when  their  vidsnoaabkdes 
were  in  tlieir  hands.^'  ' 

V  May  God  grant  it  I"  said  Bridgenorth :  "^  Socit 
me  I  should  scruple  to  do  aught  whidi  mmrM  oi 
more  unsheath  the  civil  sword  j  but  wekome  all  i 


merited  at  our  handa.    HowTong  hath  our 

blood  cried  for  vengeance  finom  the  altar !— ?«ow 
that  cruel*  Frenchwoman  find  that  neither  las 

J  rears,  nor  her  powerful  frieudsi  nor  the  name  ofl 
ey,  nor  the  Sovereignty  of  Man,  ahall  stop  the 
course  of  the  pursuer  of  blood.    Her  name  1 ' 
struck  from  the  uoUe^  and  her  h^ta^e  shall 
take.'* 

"Nay,  but,  brother  Christian,"  said  BridipeBei^ 
**  art  thou  not  over  eager  in  pursuing  this  thn^^MI 
is  thv  duty  as  a  Christian  to  forgive  thine  enan     ** 

"Ay.  but  not  the  enemies  of  HeaYco — not  1  ^    ■ 
who  shed  the  blood  of  the  saints,"  said  Christiii^ 
his  eyes  kindling  with  that  vehement  and  fiefyc~ 
pression.  which  at  times  gave  to  his  uninr — ^ 
countenance  the  only  character  of  passion 
ever  exhibited.    "No,  Bridgenorth,     he  oon^ 
"I  esteem,  this  purpose  of  revenge holjr — ^Lae 
it  a  propitiatory  sacrifice  for, what  may  bsve 
evil  in  my  life.    I  have  submitted  to  be  flpBioi 
the  hau^ty— I  have  humbled  myself  to  be 
servant;  but  in  my  breast  was  the  pioud 
I,  who  do  this— do  it  that  I  may  Avenge  my 
blood." 

*' Still,  my  brother,"  sakl  Bridgenorth,  *'_ 
I  participate  thy  purpose,  and  have  aided  tiic« 
this  Moabitish  woman,  I  cannot  but  thcok  _, 
venge  is  more  after  the  law  of  Moses  than  afaer 
law  of  love." 

"  This  comes  well  from  thee^  Ralph  BridnwN 
answered  Christian;  "from  ^ihee,  who  a«st 
smiled  over  the  downfall  of  thine  own  tBenty^f* 

"If  you  mean  Sir  Geoffrey  Peveril/', aaidrilri^ 
north,  "I  smile  not  on  h.'s  ruin.  It  is  wall  hs 
abased ;  bui  if  it  lies  with  me,  I  may  WmMa  ' 
pride,  but  wiM  never  ruin  nis  house." 
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"You  know  70iir  purpose  b^"  said  Christian; 
"and  I  do  justice,  brother  Brids^enorth,  to  the  puritjr 
of  your  principles;  but  men  who  see  with  but  worldly 
eyea,  would  discern  little  purpose  of  mercy  in  the 
strict  magistrate  and  severe  creditoi^and  such  have 
you  been  to  Peveril.*' 

**And^  brother  Christian."  said  Bridgenorth,  his 
colour  rising  as  he  spoke,  neither  do  Idoubt  vour 
purpose,  nor  deny  the  surprising  address  with  wliich 
you  hUve  procured  such  perfect  mformation  concern- 
ing tho  purposes  of  yonder  woman  of  Ammon.  But 
It  18  free  to  me  to  think,  that  in  your  intercourse  with 


among  the  brethren." 

**  Do  not  apprehend  it,"  said  Chriatiantirecovenng 
his  temper,  which  had  been  a  little  rufBed  by  the 
previous  discussion.  "Let  us  but  work  together  as 
heretofore;  and  I  trust  each  of  us  shall  be  found 
doing  the  work  of  a  faithful  servant  to  that  good 
old  cause  for  which  we  have  heretofore  drawn  the 
•word." 

So  saving,  be  took  his  hat,  and  bidding  Bridgenorth 
farewell,  declared  bis  intention  of  leturniDg  ia  the 
erepins. 

"Fare  tHee  well,*"  said  Bridgenorth:  "to  that 
cause  wilt  ihou  find  me  ever  a  true  and  devoted,  ad- 
herent. I  will  act  by  that  counsel  of  thine,  and  will 
not  even  ask  thee— though  it  may  grieve  my  heart  as 
a.  parent— with  whom,  or  where,  tnou  hast  intrusted 
my  child.  I  will  try  to  cut  oni  and  cast  from  roe, 
even  my  ru[ht  hand,  and  my  right  aye;  but  for  thee, 
Christian,  u  thou  dost  deal  otherwise  than  prudently 
a<id  honestly  in  this  matter,  it  is  what  Qod  and  man 
will  require  at  thv  hand." 

*'  Fear  not  me,^'  said  Christian,  hastily,  and  left  the 
place,  agitated  by  reflectionB  of  no  pleasant  kind. 

"I  ought  to  nave  persuaded  him  to  return,'*  he 
said,  as  ne  stepped  put  into  the  street  "  Even  his 
hovering  in  tliis  neighbourhood  may  spoil  the  plan 
on  which  depends  the  rise  of  my  fortunes— ay,  and 
of  his  child's.  Will  men  say  I  have  ruined  her,  when 
I  shall  have  raised  her  to  the  dazzling  height  of  Che 
Duchess  of  Portsmouth;  and  perhaps  made  her 
mother  to  a  long  line  of  Princes')  Chiffinch  hath 
vouched  fur  opportunity ;  and  the  voluptuary's  fortune 
depends  on  his  gratifying  the  taste  of  his  master  (or 
variety.  If  she  makes  an  impression,  it  must  be  a 
doep  one ;  and  once  seated  in  his  atfoctions,  1  fear 
oot  het  being  supplanted.— What  will  her  father  say  ? 
Will  he.  like  a  prudent  man,  put  his  shame  in  nis 
pocket,  because  it  is  well  aided  1  or  will  he  think  it 
Iitting  to  make  a  display  c^  moral  wraih  and  parental 
frenzy  1  1  fear  the  latter— He  has  ever  kept  too  strict 
a  course  to  admit  his  conniving  at  such  license.  But 
what  will  his  anger  avail?— I  need  not  be  seen  in  the 
matter— those  who  are,  will  care  little  for  the  resent- 

fueiit  of  a  country  Puritan.  And  after  all^  what  I  am 
abouring  to  bring  about  is  best  for  himself;  the 
iv-en<:h,  and.  above  all^  for  roe*  Edward  Christian." 

With  such  base  opiates  did  this  unhappy  wretch 
BtiSie  bis  own  conscience,  while  anticipating  the  dia» 
Kraco  of  his  friend's  ^mily,  and  the  ruin  of  a  near 
relative,  committed  m  confidence  to  his  charge. 
The  character  of  this  man  was  of  no  common  de- 
scription ;  nor  was  it  by  an  ordinary  toad  that  lie 
had  arrived  at  the  present  climax  of  unfeeling  and 
iniamous  selfishnesa. 

Edward  Christian,  as  the  reader  is  aware,  was  the 
brother  of  that  WiUiam  Christian,  who  was  the  prin- 
c«>al  instrument  in  delivering  up  the  Island  of  Man 
to  the  Republic,  and  who  became  the  victim  of  the 
Countess  of  Derby's  revenj^  on  that  account  Both 
had  been  educated  as  Puntans,  but  William  was  a 
tioldier,  which  somewhat  modiiied  the  strictness  of 
his  rehgious  opinions ;  Edward,  a  civilian,  seemed  to 
ont«rtam  these  principles  in  the  utmost  ngour.  But 
it  was  only  seemiojj^.  The  exactness  of  deportment, 
whidh  procttfsd  him  groat  honour  and  influence 
among  the  Mber  pmrly^  as  they  were  wont  to  term 
thamaelves,  covered  a  voluptuous  disposition,  the 
jpvtification  of  which  was  sweet  to  him  as  stolen 
t»aterSvaad  pleasant  as  bread  eatan  in  seciei.  While, 
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therefors,  his  seeming  godliness  brpught  him  warld^r 
gain,  bis  secret  pleasures  coinpeasateufor  his  outward 
austerity;  until, the  restoration,  and  the  Countesd's 
violent  proceedings  agninst  his  brother,  interrupted 
the  course  of  both..  He  then  fled  from  his^  native 
island,  burning  with  the  desire  of  revenging  hui 
brother's  death  —the  only  passion  forei|;o  to  nis  own 
gratification  which  he  was  ever  known  to  cherish, 
and  which  was  also  at  least  partly  selfish,  since  it 
concerned  the  restoration  of  his  own  fortunes. 

He  found  easy  access  to  Villiers,  Duke  of  Buck!n£^ 
ham.  who,  in  nght  of  his  Duchess,  claimed  such  of 
the  Derby  estates  as  had  been  bestowed  by  the  Parlia- 
ment on  his  celebrated  father-in-law.  Lord  Fairfiix. 
His  influence  at  the  Court  of  Charlek,  where  a  jest 
was  a  better  plea  than  a  long  claim  of  faithful  service, 
was  so  successfully  exerted,  as  to  contribute  greotly 
to  the  depression  of  that  loyal  and  ill-rewarded 
family.  But  Buckinghani  was  incapable,  even  for 
his  own  interest,  of  pursuing  the  steady  course  which 
Christian  suggested  to  him ;  and  his  vacillation  prob- 
ably saved  the  remnant  of  the  laige  estates  of  the£^ 
of  Derby. 

Mean  time.  Christian  was  too  useful  a  follower  to 
be  dismissed.  From  Buckingham,  and  others  of  the 
stamp,  he  did  not  affect  to  conceal  the  laxity  of  hii 
morals;  but,  towards  the  numerous  and  powerfvl 
party  Co  whieh  he  belonged,  he  was  able  to  disguise 
them  by  a  seeming  gravity  of  exterior,  which  he  never 
laid  and&  Indeed,  so  wide  and  absolute  was  then 
the  distinction  betwixt  the  Court  and  the  city,  that  a 
man  mij^^t  have  for  somt^  time  played  two  several 
partSi  as  in  twe  different  spheres,  without  its  being 
discovered  in  the  one  that  ho  exhibited  himself  ix\  a 
different  light  in  the  other.  Besidet,  when  a  man  of 
talent  shows  himself  an  able  and  useful  partisan,  hii 
party  will  continue  to^otect  and  aooiedit  him,  in  ^>ite 
of^  conduct  the  most  contradictory  to  their  own  prin- 
ciples. Some  facts  are,  in  such  eases,  denied— some 
are  glossed  over— and  party  zeal  is  permitted  to  cover 
at  least  ae  many  defects  as  ever  doth  charity. 
^  Edward  Christian  had  often  need  of  the  partial 
indulgence  of  his  friends :  but  he  experienced  it,  for  he 
^as  eminently  useful.  Buckingham,  and  other  cour- 
tiers of  the  same  class,  however  dissolute  ia  their 
Uvea,  were  desirous  of  keeping  some  connexion  with 
the  Dissenting  or  Puritanic  party,  as  it  was  termed; 
thereby  to  atrengihen  themselves  against  their  op* 
ponents  at  CourL  In  9»ch  intriguea  Christian  was  a 
notable  afgent ;  and  at  one  time  had  nearly  procursd 
an  absolute  union  between  a  class  which  professed  the 
most  rigid  principles  of  religion  and  morality,  ond  the 
latitudinanan  courtiers,  who  set  all  principle  at  defi- 
ance. 

Amidst  the  vicissitodes  of  a  life  of  intrigue,  during 
which  Buckingham's  ambitious  schemes  and  his  own 
repeatedly  sent  him  across  the  Atlantic,  it  was  Ed- 
ward Christian's  boast  that  he  never  lost  sight  of  has 
Sincipal  object-^revenge  on  the  Coootew  of  Derby, 
e  maintained  a  close  and  intimaui  correspondence 
with  his  native  island,  so  as  to  be  perfectly  informed 
of  whaisver  took  place  there ;  and  he  siimalated,  oii 
every  ikvourablo  opportunity,  the  cupidity  of  Buck- 
ingham to  possess  himself  ot  this  petty  kingdom,  hy 
procuring  the  forfeiuire  of  ii9  present  Lord.  It  was 
not  difficult  to  keejf)  his  patron's  wild.wishes  alive  on 
this  topic,  for  his  own  mercurial  imagination  attached 
particular  eharms  to  the  idea  of  becoming  a  sort  oi^ 
sovereign  even  in  this  little  island  $  and  he  was,  lika 
Catiline,  as  covetous  of  the  property  of  othcn,  as  ha 
was  profuse  of  his  own. 

But  it  was  not  until  ?he  pretended  discovery  of  tho 
Papist  Plot  that  the  schemes  of  Christian  oouki  ba 
brought  to  ripen ;  and  then,  so  odious  were  the  Ca- 
tholics in  the  e^-es  of  the  credulous  people  of  Ragland, 
that,  upon  the  oocosation  of  tho  most  infamous  of 
mankind,  common  informers,  tha  seourings  of  Jail% 
and  the  refuse  of  the  whipping-post,  the  moat  atro 
cicyis  charges  against  persons  of  the  highest  rank 
and  faireet  character,  were  readily  rsceived  and 
credited. 

This  was  a  period  which  Christian  did  not  Mt  to 
improve.  . Jle  drpw  dose  his  intimacy  with  Bridge- 
north,  which  had  iadeed  aever  been  iniemiMed,  and 
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I«a<fil7  ennged  him  in  his  schemes,  .which,  in  the 
eyes  of  hiftbrother-in-law,  were  alike  nonouniDle  and^ 
patriotic.  But,  while  he  flattered  Bridgenorth  with 
the  achieving  a  complete  reformation  in  the  state— 
checking  the  profligacy  of  the  Court— relieving  the 
consciences  of  the  Dissenters  from  the  pressure  of  the 
penal  laws— amending  in  fine^  the  crying  grievances  of 
the  time— while  he  showed  him  also,  in  ^prospect,  re- 
venge upon  the  Countess  of  Derby,  and  a  homhling 
dispensation  on  the  House  of  Poveril,  from  whom 
Bridgenorth  had  suffered  such  indignity,  Christmn  did 
.  not  neglect,  in  the  mean  while,  to  consider  how  he 
couM  best  benefit  himself  by  the  confidence  reposed  in 
him  hy  his  unsuspicious  relation. 
«  The  extreme  beauty  of  Alice  Bridgenorth— the  great 
wealth  which  time  and  economy  had  accumulated  on 
her  father— pointed  her  aulas  a  most  desirable  match 
to  repair  the  wasted  fortunes  of  some  of  the  followers 
0f  tiv9  Court  \  and  he  flattered  himself  that  he  could 
conduct  such  a  noQ^otiation  sf  as  to  he  in  a  hi^h  de- 
gree conducive  to  his  own  advantage.  He  found  there 
^tvoaid  be  little  difficulty  m  prevailing  on  Major 
Bridgenorth  to  intrust  him  with  the  guardianship  of 
his  daogiitcr.  That  unfortnnate  geotleman  had  ac- 
eostomed  himselC;  from  the  very  period  of  her  birth, 
10  r^rd  the  preaiBnce  of  his  child  as  a  worldlv  in- 
dulgence too  great  to  be  allowed  to  him  {  and  Chris- 
tian had  little  tronble  in  convincing  Hun  that  the 
strong  inclination  which  he  felt  to  oestow  her  on 
Julian  Peverit,  provided  he  could  be  brought  over  to 
liis  own  political  opinions,  was  a  hlameable  compro- 
mise with  his  more  severe  principles.  Late  circum- 
stances had  taught  him  the  incapacity  and  unfitness 
of  Dame  Dcbbitch  for  the  sole  chaige  of  so  dear  a 
pledge :  and  he  readily  and  thankfully  embraced  the 
kind  onbr  of  her  maternal  uncle,  Christian,  to  place 
Aliee  under  the  proteetion  of  a  lady  of  rank  in  London, 
whilst  he  himself  was  to  be  engaged  in  the  scenes  of 
bustle  and  bloG»d,  which,  in  common  with  all  good 
Protestants,  he  expected  were  speedily  to  take  place 
on  a  general  rising  of  the  Papists,  unless  prevented  by 
the  aetive  and  enetgetio  measures  of- the  gcod  people 
of  England.    He  even  confessed  his  fears,  that  his 

Srtiai  regard  for  Alice's  happiness  might  enervate 
I  efforts  in  behalf  of  his  country;  and  Christian 
.  had  little  trouble  in  eliciting  from  him  a  promise,  that 
he  would  forbear  to  inquire  after  her  for  some  time. 
Thus  certain  of  being  the  temporary  guardian  of  his 
niece  for  a  specs  long  enough,  he  flattered  himself, 
for  the  execution  of  his  purpose,  Christian  endea- 
voured to  pave  the  way  by  consulting  Chiffinch, 
whose  known  skill  in  Court  policy  qualified  him  best 
as  an  adviser  on  this  occasion.  But  this  worthy  per- 
son, being,  in  fact,  a  purveyor  for  his  Majesty's  plea- 
■ores,  and  on  that  account  high  in  his  good  graces, 
thought  it  fell  within  the  line  of  his  duty  to  suggest 
•anoiber  scheme  than  that  on  which  Christian  oon- 
''•ulted  him.  A  woman  of  such  beauty  as  Alice  was 
described^  he  deemed  more  worthy  to  be  a  partaker  of 
<he  afiiwuons  of  the  merry  Monarch,  whose  laste  in 
/smale  beauty  was  so  exquisite,  than  to  be  made  the 
.ssife  of  ^ome  worn-out  prodigal  of  quality.  And  then, 
4siog  perfisct  justice  to  Itia  own  character,  he  felt  it 
^ould  liot  be  one  whit  impaired,  while  his  fortune 
would  be,  in  every  respect,  greatly  amended,  if,  after 
shariog  the  short  reign  of  theGrwyns,  the  Dtavises,  the 
Bobertses.  and  so  forth,  Alice  Bndgenorth  should  re- 
hire from  the  state  of  a  royal  favounte^  into  the  hum- 
ble condition  of  Mrs.  Chiffinch. 

After  cautiously  sounding  Christian,  and  finding 
that  the  iiear  prospect  of  in  tersst  to  himself  effectually 
lireveqted  his  starttag  at  this  iniquitous  scheme, 
Chiffinch  detailed  it  to  hkn  lolly,  carefully  keeping  the 
final  termiaation  out  of  ttght,  atid  talking  or  the 
favour  to  be  acquired  by  the  fair  Alice  as  no  passing 
eaprioe,  but  ike  commencement  of  a  reign  as  long 
and  absolute  as  that  of  the  Duchess  of  Portsmouth, 
of  whose  avarioe  and  domineering  temper  Charles 
.  <was  now  understood  to  be  much  tired,  though ^he 
'force  of  habit  rendered  him  unequal  to  Sne  himself  of 
herw»ke. 

Tnus  chalked  <Mit  the  scene  prepared  was  no 
lonzer  the  scheme  of  a  Court  pander,  and  a  viilanous 
,  nwoliitifa  for  th«  ruin  of  an  innocent  girl,  but  beetme 


B  State  intnmML  for  the  removal  sf  an  obQoxiou 
favourite,  and  the  subsequent  change  of  the  Kii^i 
sentiments  upon  various  material  pomti,  in  whidiM 
was  at  present  influenced  by  theDncheesof  ?(«»• 
month.  In  this  light  it  was  exhibited  to  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham,  who,  either  to  sustain  his  character  fcr 
daring  gallantiv,  or  in  order  to  sratify  some  cmii- 
dousfancy,  had  at  one  timemadelove  to  theieigiiDC 
favourite,  and  experienced  a  repulse  which  he  bail 
never  forgiven. 

But  one  scheme  was  too  little  to  occopy  the  activi 
and  enterprising  spuit  of  the  Duke.  An  appoidixitf 
the  Popish  Plot  was  easily  so  contrived  as  tsiovohe 
the  Countess  of  Derby,  whoj  fiom  character  md 
religion,  was  predsely  tne  person  whom  the  aedii- 
lous  part  of  the  public  were  inclined  to  aoppQie  tlie 
likely  iaccomplice  of  such  a  conqmacy.  ChriititB 
and  Bridgenorth,  undertook  thepoilouaoomimaBin 
of  attacking  her  even  in  heir  own  little  boffdoiiK^ 
BTaii,  and  had  commissions  for  this  pnrpow^  whiefa 
had  only  to  be  produced  in  case  of  their  scheme  takog 
effect. 

It  miscairied,  as  the  reader  is  aware^  from  llie 
Cotintess's  alert  prepatations  for  defence;  aad  Bo- 
ther Christian  nor  Bridgenorth  held  it  smmdpolictto 
practise  openly,  even  under  pariiamenurv  aoihontK 
against  a  lady  so  little  liable  to  hesitate  upon  « 
measures  most  likely  to  secure  Ker  feudal  aovereiginr;. 
wisely  considering,  that  even  the  omnipotence,  nil 
has  been  somewhat  too  laraely  styled,  of  PuiiaM^ 
might  fail  to  rdieve  them  n^^m  the  personal  eoa» 
tiuencee  of  a  fhilure. 

On  the  continent  of  Britain,  however,  no  op^oatipi 
was  to  be  feared  t  and  so  well  was  CfaiiiotB  » 
quainted  with  all  the  motions  in  the  mtciiorof  tto 
Countess's  little  court,  or  honsehold,  dat  ?em 
would  have  been  arrested  theinsunt  htttifKtoo 
Bhor&  but  for  the  gale  of  ^»^d,  which  ASgei  tte 
vessel,  in  which  he  was  a  passenger  «  nm  ibr 
Liverpool.    Here  Christian,  under  the  naneof Gn- 
lesse,  unexpectedly  met  with  him,  and  pnaeneijm 
from  thefangsof  the  well^breathed  witnewcfw 
Plot,  with  the  purpose  of  securing  bis  deapat^oit 
if  necessary,  his  person  also,  in  such  a  meane  iit6 
place  him  at  his  own  discretion— a  narrow  m  pciil- 
ous  game,  which  he  thought  it  better,  however,  tm 
dertakcL  than  to  permit  these  subordinate  laenta.  mo 
were  always  ready  to  mutiny  against  all  in  )gm 
with  them,  to  obtain  the  credit  which  thevmnathne 
done  by  the  seizure  of  the  Countess  of  Dem^'ipapa^ 
It  waS)  besides,  essential  to  Buekinffham'i  eehena 
that  these  should  not  pass  into  the  baudBof  apoboe 
officer  like  Topham,  who,  however  pompous  m 
stupid,  was  upright  and  well-intentioned,  onulUQ 
had  undetgone  the  rsvisol  of  a  private  oooifflitiK 
where  something  might  have  probably  been  wj 
pressed,  even  sudsing  that  nothing  had  been  wOKt 
In  short,  Chrisuan,  in  carrying  on  hia  own  scpjjratt 
and  peculiar  intrigue,  by  tne  agency  of  the  Gtf» 
Popish  Pk>t,  as  it 'was  called,  acted  just  like  in  enfp- 
neer,  who  derives  the  principle  of  motion  wbicb  tmni 
his  machinery,  by  means  of  a  steam-enRine,  orlatff 
water-wheel,  constructed  to  drive  a  separate  aaa 
larger  engine.    Accordingly,  he  was  detenrnaed  m 
while  he  took  all  the  advantage  he  could  fron «» 
supposed  discoveries,  no  one  shooU  be  admired » 
tamper  or  inteifors  with  his  own  plans  of  proitira 

Chiffinch,  who,  desirous  of  satisfying hinsetfi^ 
his  own  eyes  of  that  excellent  beauty  whichbtd  bea 
so  highly  extolled,  had  gone  down  to  Derbrabin » 
purpose,  was  infinitely  delighted,  when,  <!o™f  3 
course  of  a  two  hours'  sermon  atthedissentingcwve 
in  Liverpool,  which  aflbrded  him  ample  leisure  »• 
deliberate  survey,  he  arrived  at  the  conclusion  thtfv 
hdd  never  seen  a  form  or  face  more  capuvntuig.  jff 
eyes  having  confirmed  what  was  told  his™,  he  wmja 
back  to  the  little  inn  which  formed  their  place  of  n^ 


project  which  he  had  not  before  enterinnwM«; 
with  an  apparatus  of  luxury,  ,calciilated,  as  he  mwj 
to  make  a  favourable  impression  on  the  mmfl «• 
rustic  gid    He  was  somewbat  warpo'^  *"* 


Oukxauu 
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night  to  luivd  been  introdueed,  he  found  that  duwtian 
w»8  eocompttnied  by  Julian  PereriL  It  was  indeed  a 
bevere  dieappointinent,  for  be  had  prerailed  on  hie 
oarn  indolence  to  venture  thus  far  nom  the  Ooort, 
tn  Older  that  he  might  judge,  with  htaown  paramount 
taste,  whether  Alice  was  really  the  prodigy  which  her 
unele*8  preiaee  had  beepoken  her,  ancL  as  siieh,  a 
victim  worthy  of  the  fate  id  which  she  was  des- 


A  few  words  betwixt  the  worthy  confederates  do- 
toirained  them  on  the  plan  of  stripping  Peveril  of  the 
Countess's  despatches^  CSiiffinch  abaohxtelyrefosinK 
to  take  any  thare  in  arresting  him^  as  a  matter  of 
which  his  Master's  appiobatioD  mii^t  be  veiy  cm- 
oartatn. 

Christian  had  also  his  own  reasons  for  abstaining 
ftom  GO  dedfliTe  a  step.  It  was  by  no  means  likely 
to  be  agreeable  to  Bridgeaonh,  whom  it  was  neces- 
sary to  keep  in  good  humoivr^it  was  not  necessary, 
for  the  Countess's  deqxitches  were  of  for  more  im- 
portance than  the  person  of  Julian.  Lastly,  it  was 
«Q)erflaous  in  this  reipect  also,  that  Juhan  was  on 
the  road  to  his  father's  castle,  where  it  was  likely  he 
wouki  b^  seixed^  as  a  matter  of  course,  abng  with 
the  other  suspiciona  persons  who  foil  under  Topkam's 
warrant,  and  the  denonciatioaa  of  his  mfomous  oom- 
panions.  He,  therefore,  far  from  using  any  nofooce 
tt>  Peveril,  assumed  towards  ^im  such  a  friendly  tone^ 
us  might  seem  to  warn  bhn  a^iost  reoeiving  damage 
horn  othersi  and  vindksate  himself  from  having  had 
any  share  in  depriving  Jiim  of  his  ehatge.  This  last 
manmuvre  was  achieved  by  an  infosfon  of  a  siiong 
narcotic  into  Julianas  wine;  under  the  influence  m 
which,  he  shimbered  so  soondly,  that  the  confeder- 
ates were  easily  able  to  aooomphah  their  inhospitable 

Theevents  of  the  suoeeedhigdays  are  abeady  known 
to  the  reader.  Chiffinoh  set  forwani  to  return  lo  Lon- 
don with  the  packet,  which  it  was  deairabl  shoald  be 
in  Buckingham's  hands  as  soon  as  possible  i  while 
Christian  went  to  Moaltrassie,  to  receive  Alico  from 
her  father,  and  convey  her  safoly^  to  London-^his 
accomplice  agreeing  to  defer  his  curiosity  to  see  more 
•f  her  until  they  should  have  arrived  in  that  city. 

Before  parting' with  Bridgenorth,  Ohristiaa  had 
azer^^d  his  utmost  address  to  prevail  on  him  to  re- 
main at  Moultraasie:  he  had  even  overstepped  the 
bounds  of  pradenoe,  and,  by  his  argsncy,  awakened 
some  suspicions  of  an  indefinite  natore,  which  he 
fbund  it  difficult  to  aHay.  Bridaenortk,  therefore, 
followed  his  brotheivin-faw  to  jLondoni  and  the 
reader  has  already  been  madeacquainted  with  the  artB 
which  Christian  used  to  prevent  his  farther  mterfoiw 
eoce  with  the  destinies  of  his  daughter,  or  the  un- 
halk>wed  schemes  of  her  ill-chosen  guardian.  StlH 
Christian,  as  he  strode  aking  the  street  in  pnofovnd 
reflectton,  saw  that  his  nndertaking  was  attended 
with  a  thoQsand  perila ;  and  the  drops  stood  like  beads 
on  his  brow  when  he  thought  of  the  presomntuous 
levity  and  fickle  temper  of  Buckingham^the  frivolity 
and  intemperenoe  ot  Chiinnch--the  suspiciefis  of  the 
mdaucholy  and  bigoted,  yet  sagacious  and  honest 
Biidgenorth.  *'  Had  I,"  he  thou^t,  "  but  tods  fitted, 
each  to  their  portion  of  the  wont,  how  easily  could 
I  heave  asunder  and  dtfljjoint  the  strength  that  opposes 
me!  But  with  these  frail  and  insufficient  imple- 
ments, I  am  in  daily,  hourly,  momentary  danger, 
that  one  lever  or  other  gives  way,  and  thai  the  whole 
rain  recoils  on  my  own  head.  And  yet,  were  it  not 
for  those  failings  I  complain  o(,  how  were  it  possible 
for  me  to  have  acquired  that  power  over  tnem  aD 
which  constitutes  them  my  oassive  tools,  even  when 
they  seem  most  to  evert  their  own  free  will  1  Yes, 
the  biopta  bave  some  right  when  they  affirm  that  all 
la  for  the  best" 

It  mtfy  seem  strange,  that,  amklst  the  various  sob^ 
jects  of  Christianas  apprehen8k>n,  he  was  never  visited 
by  any  long  or  permanent  doubt  that  the  virtue  of 
his  niece  might  prove  the  shoal  on  which  his  voyage 
ahould  be  wrecked.  But  he  was  an  arrant  rogne, 
aa  well  as  a  hardened  libertine :  and,  in  both  char- 
acters, a  professed  disbebever  in  the  vinue  of  the 
fiairsez. 


CHAPTSft  XXX 

At  for  John  Drrden't  Charier  I  own  that  Kiof 
Vw  iMTTOT  my  verr  mifhtir  Ihiar  i 
uadeviltttalioiiNtfl 


lit 


And  ret  ha  vaa  a 

Saioy'd  bia  friand  and  boiUa,aod  fot  maUo^ 

Da.  WoLooT. 

LoNDOv,  the  grand-dbntrel  point  of  iningoss  of  every 
description,  had  now  attracted  within  its  dariL  aaa 
shadowy  regbn  the  greater  number  of  thepersooasea 
whom  we  nave  had  occasion  to  mention. 

Julian  Peveril,  amoniyst  othera  of  the  dramatis  par- 
sons, had  arrived,  and  taken  up  his  abode  in  a  reanrta 
inn  in  the  suburbs.  His  busmess,  he  conceived,  was 
to  remain  incognito  until  he  ahould  have  comranai- 
cated  in  private  with  the  friends  who  were  most 
likely  to  lend  asaistaiice  to  his  parents,  as  well  aa  to 
his  patroness,  in  their  present  situation  of  doubt  sad 
danger.  Amongst  theses  the  most  powerful  was  oia 
Duke  of  Ormond,  whose  faithful  services,  high  raofc. 
and  acknowledged  worth  and  virtue,  atill  preserved 
sn  ascendcncv  m  that  vaiv  Court  where,  in  general, 
ha  waa  regarded  as  out  or  fovour.  Indeed,  so  mach 
conscMMisoess  did  Ghariss  display  in  hia  demeanour 
towards 
father,  thi 

ask  the  King  1 _„ 

his  Kajesty^s  frivoar,  or  his  Mi^ty  the  DokVa)  sin^ik 
whenever  they  chanced  to  meet,  the  King  appeared 
(he  more  embarrassed  of  the  two.  But  it  was  aot 
Paveril's  good  fortone  to  obtain  the  advice  or  coon- 
tenance  of  thia  distinguished  person.  His  Ch-acaof 
Omtoud  was  not  at  that  time  in  London. 


cMMiaoess  dad  unanss  display  m  ma  demeanonr 
irds  that  celebrated  noble,  and  aervant  of  bis 
ir,  that  Buckingham  once  took  the  freedom  to 
:he  King  whether  the  Duke  of  Onnood  had  last 


The  letter,  about  the  delivenr  of  which  theCountaaa 
had  seemed  moet  anZMNis  alter  thai  to  the  Dukeiof 
Ormond,  was  addressed  to  Captain  Barstow,  (a  Jesail; 
whose  real  name  was  Fenwiok,)  to  be found|Or ^at 
leaat  to  be  hoard  o<  in  the  houaa  of  one  Martin  Chn*> 
tal  in  the  Savoy.  To  this  place  hastened  PeveiiL 
upon  learning  the  absence  of  the  Duke  of  Ormond. 
He  was  not  ignorant  of  the  danger  which  he  n^nofi- 
ally  incurred,  by  thus  besoming  a  medium  of  oon- 
nnioication  betwixt  a  Popish  pnest  and  a  suspected 
Catholic  Bat  when  he  undertook  tlM  perilous  coai; 
missbn  of  his  patroness,  he  had  done  so  frankly,  and 
with  the  unraservad  rdsohitioa  of  serving  her  m  the 
manner  m  whieh  sho  most  desired  her  sflaiif  to  ba 


conducted.  Yet  he  could  not  forbear  some  secret  i 
prehension,  when  he  felt  himself  engaasd  in  the  laby- 
rinth of  passsqss  and  galleries,  which  lad  to  di^eicnt 
obscure  sets  of  apartmeoto  in  the  ancfont  boddiiig 
termed  the  Savoy.     ■ 

This  antiquated  and  almoat  ruinoua  pfle  occupied  a 
part  of  die  site  of  the  public  offioetf  ia  the  Strand, 
commonly  ealkKl  Somer8et«-Housa  The  Savoy  had 
been  formerly  a  palaee,  and  took  ito  name  fnini 
an  Earl  of  Savoy,  by  whom  it  waa  foimdsd.  It  had 
been  the  habitation  of  John  of  Gaunt,  and  variona 
persons  of  distincnon-^^iad  become  aooavent,  ahaa- 
piut^  and  finally,  in  Charies  U.'s  tisM,  a  waste  <oi 
dihipidated  buiknngs  and  ruinous  apartments,  inha- 
bited chtafly  by  those  who  had  some  coaneicwn  wilh» 
or  dependeaoa  apoo.  the  nekhbouring  palace  of  So- 

Kerset-Hoose,  which  more  fortanato  thaa  toe  Savoy* 
id  still  retained  its  royal  title,  and  waa  the  abode  of 
a  part  of  the  Court,  and  oocisfonally  of  the  King 
himself,  who  had  apartments  there. 

It  was  not  without  several  inqdriea^  and  more  thtoi 
one  mistake,  that,  at  the  end  of  a  foiw  and  dasky  pas- 
sage, composed  <tf  boards  so  wasted  £^  time  that  iher 
threatened  to  give  way  undeir  his  fesL  Julian  atlengtu 
found  the  name  of  Martin  Christ^  bioker  and  ap- 
praiser, upon  a  shattered  door.  Ho  waa  about  to 
knock,  when  someone  pulled  his  ebaki  and  lookiv 
round,  to  his  great  astonishment,  which  indeed  al- 
most amounted  lo  fear,  he  saw  the  little  mute  damaal» 
who  had  aooompanied  hun  for  a  part  of  the  way  on 
his  voyage  from  the  Isle  of  Man.  **  Fanella  I"  N  de- 
claimed, forgetting  that  she  could  neither  hear  nor 

»ly,— "  Fenella  I  Can  this  foa  you  1"  ^    . 

J*enella,  assuming  the  air  of  warning  and  authoniy, 
vrhKh  she  had  heretofore  endeavonrsd  to  adopt  to- 
wards him,  interposed  betwixt  Jnhan  and  the  daor 
at  which  he  was  about  to  knock— pointed  with  her 
linger  towaida  it  in  a  prohibiting  tanaont  nd  ml 
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the  same  time  bent  her  browa^  and  vhook  her  bead 
■lernly. 

After  a  moment's  oonsideration.  Julian  could  place 
bat  one  interpretation  upon  Fenella's  appearance  and 
oonducti  and  that  was,  bv  eupponng  her  lady  had 
oome  up  to  London,  and  had  despatched  this  mute 

'  attendant,  as  a  confidential  pereon,  to  apprise  him  of 
•ome  change  of  her  intended operationik  which  might 

'  Bsnder  the  deUvery  of  her  letters  to  Barstow,  aitat 
Fenwicke,  superfluous,  or  perhsps  dangerous.     He 

'  made  swns  to  Penella^  demanding  to  know  whether 
she  haa  any  commission  from  the  Countess.  She 
nodded.  "  Had  she  any  letter  1"  he  continued,  by  the 
same  mods  of  imiuiry.  She  shook  her  head  impa- 
tiently, and,  walking  hastily  alons  the  passa^  made 
a  signal  to  him  to  ibllow.  He  did  so,  havmg  liule 
4ouot  that  he  was  about  to  be  conducted  into  the 
Countess's  presence ;  but  his  surpnse,  at  first  excited 
by  Fenclla'a  appearance,  was  increasiBd  by  the  rapkl- 
tty  and  ease  with  which  she  seemed  to  track  the 
dusky  and  decayed  mazes  of  the  dilapidated  Savor, 
equal  to  that  with  which  he  had  seen  her  formerly 

'  kM  the  wsy  throodi  the  gloomy  vaulu  of  Castle 
Rushin,  in  the  Isle  m  Man. 
When  he  recollected,  howerer,  that  Fenella  had 

'  aoeompanied  the  Countess  on  a  long  visit  to  LfOndon, 
it  appeared  not  improbable  that  she  might  then  have 

-  acquired  this  local  knowledge  which  seemed  so  accu- 
rate. Many  foreigners,  dependent  on  the  dueen  or 
Qneen  DoWager,  had  apartments  in  the  Savoy.  Ma- 
ny Catholic  priests  also  fouhd  refuge  in  its  ^acesses, 
under  various  disguises,  and  in  defiance  of  the  severi- 
ty of  the  laws  aflamst  Popery.  What  was  more 
hliely,  than  that  the  Coanteas  of  Derby,  a  Catholic 
and  a  Frenchwoman,  shonki  have  had  secret  com- 
missions among  such  people;  and  that  the  execution 
of  such  shoidd  be  intmstsd,  at  least  occasionally,  to 
Fenellal 

Thus  reflecting,  Julian  eontinned  to  follow  her  Iicht 
and  active  footsteps  as  she  glided  from  the  Strana  to 
Spring-OaRlen,  and  thenoe  mto  the  Park. 

It  was  still  early  in  the  rooming,  and  the  Mall  was 
untenanted,  save  by  a  few  walkera,  who  irequented 
these  shades  for  ths  wholesome  purpqses  of  air  and 
axercise.  Splendour,  gayety,  and  display,  did  not 
oome  forth,  at  that  period,  until  noon  was  anproach- 


Big*  All  readers  have  heard  that  the  whole  space 
where  the  Horse  Quatda  are  now  built,  mad&  m  the 
time  of  Charles  H^  a  part  of  St.  Jamers  Park }  and 
that  the  old  building;  now  called  the  Treasury,  was  a 
part  or  the  ancient  Palace  of  Whitehall,  which  was 
thus  immediately  connected  with  the  Park.  The  ca^ 
nal  had  been  conatructed,  by  the  celebrated  Le  Notre, 
lor  the  purpose  of  draining  the  Park ;  and  it  com- 
mmucated  with  the-Thames  by  a  deooy,  stocked  with 
a  <piantity  of  the  rarer  watenowL  It  was  towards 
this  deooy  that  Fenella  bant  her  way  with  onsbatad 
spaed ;  and  they  were  approaclung  a  group  of  two  or 
three  gentleoMn  who  saunterad  by  its  banks,  whan, 
on  looking  closely  at  him  who  appeared  to  be  the 
drief  of  the  parnr,  Julian  felt  his  heart  beat  uncom- 
monly thiek,  as  if  conscious  of  approaching  some  one 
of  the  highest  eonaequence» 

The  person  whom  he  looked  upon  was  past  the 
mkldle  age  of  life,  of  a  dark  coroplezwn,  correspond- 
ing with  the  k>nA  black,  fuU-bottomed  periwig,  which 
he  wore  instead  of  his  own  hanr.  His  dress  was  plain 
black  velvet,  with  a  diamond  star,  however,  on  his 
cloak,  which  hung  carelessly  over  one  shoukler.  His 
•  ftatures^  strondy  lined,  even  to  harshness,  had  yet  an 
-  axpressbn  of  dunifled  good-humour  t  he  was  well 
and  strongly  built,  walk^  upright  and  yet  easily,  and 
had  upon  the  whole  the  air  of  a  person  of  the  highest 
aonsideratton.  He  kept  rather  in  advance  of  his 
.  oompankma,  but  fumed  and  4;H>ke  to  them,  from  time 
to  time,  with  much  aflTability,  and  probably  with  aome 
liveliness,  judging  by  the  smil^  and  sometimes  the 
aearoe  restrainedlanghter,  by  which  some  of  his  sal- 
lies were  received  by  his  attendanta.  They  also  wore 
only  morning  draaaes ;  but  their  looks  and  manner 
•      JO?  -       •    •  -        • 


^«io  MivK> «/  men  of  rank,  in  presence  of  one  in  sta- 
tion still  more  elevated.    They  shared  the  attentkin 
*  of  their  principal  in  common  with  aeven  or  eight  little 
waek  anty-haired  spsaiab,  or  rather,  as  they  are 


now  called,  cookers,  which  attended  tbek  mattaM 
closely,  and  perhaps  with  as  deep  BehtimeDtscCM* 
tachment,  as  the  bipeds  of  the  grosp)  and  wboa 
gambols,  which  seemed  to'afibrd  nim  nnick  nmn^ 
ment  h^  sometimes  checked,  and  someiimes  eseoi* 
raged.  In  addition  to  this  pasiiroe,  a  lackey,  of 
groom,  was  slso  in  attendance^  with  one  or  two  b- 
tle  baskets  and  bags,  from  which  thegentlemaBw 
have  described  took,  from  time  to  time,  a  bindfilrf 
seeds,  and  amused  himself  with  throwing  tbea  to 
the  waterfowl. 

ThiSk  the  King's  favourite  occupatwn,  together  iridi 
his  remaricable  countenance,  and  the  deportiDeatof 
the  rest  of  the  company  towards  him,  eatafied  Jaliai 
Peveril  that  he  waa  approaching,  pisfaapa  iad«e»> 
roody.  near  to  the  person  of  Charles  Stewart,  fk« 
second  of  that  nnhan)y  name. 

While  he  hesiutsd  to  follow  his  dumb  ffiide  taj 
nearer,  and  felt  the  embarrassment  of  being  nniUe  to 
communicate  to  her  hia  repu|;nanoe  to  fiutber  intnh 
sion,  a  person  in  the  royal  retinue  touched  a  liKktiad 
lively  air  on  the  flageolet,  at  a  aignal  from  tbeliw 
who  deaired  to  have  some  tune  repeated  whicb  m 
struck  him  in  the  theatre  on  the  preceding  eieoiK 
While  the  good-namred  Monarch  marked  time  mo 
his  ftwt,  and  with  the  motion  of  his  band,  Mk 
continued  toappraach  him,  and  threw  into  bernuiBtf 
the  appearance  of  one  who  waa  attracted,  asii  «si 
m  spite  of  herself;  by  the  sounds  of  the  inBtnmoii 

Anxious  to  know  how  this  was  to  end,  and  mi^ 
nished  to  see  the  duihb  girl  imitate  so  acconldr  m 
manner  of  one  who  actually  heard  the  maaca)  bow 
Pevcril  also  drew  near,  though  at  somewktigmis 
distanosk 

The  Kmg  looked  good-humouredly  at  bodi,  arif  n 
admitted  their  mueical  enthueiasm  as  an  eicmjpr 
their  intrusion :  but  his  eyes  became  nveMfci  [f 
neUa,  whose  race  and  appearance,  althon  ntflff 
singuisr  than  besotiful,  had  something  io  «a  viSi 
fanUetic,  and,  as  being  so,  even  captivttt^  to  ii 
eve  which  had  been  gratified  perhaps  to  f^^^ 
trie  ordinary  forms  of  female  beauty.    Sbeotw 
appear  to  notice  how  closely  she  was  obserm;  w, 
as  if  acting  under  an  irresistible  impulse,  demeiwg 
the  sounds  to  which  she  seemed  to  listen,  akeasp 
the  bodkin  round  which  her  long  tresses  wen  wixm, 
and  flinging  them  suddenly  over  her  slender  psM. 
as  if  using  them  as  a  natural  veil,  ahe  began  tp.diog 
with  infinite  grace  and  agility,  to  the  tuns  whin  at 

Peveril  kmt  almost  his  sense  of  the  pn((i  |l^ 
sence,  when  he  observed  with  what  wondonH  9*J| 
and  agility  Fenella  kept  time  to  notes,  which  oaa 
only  bi  known  to  her  by  the  motions  of  the  asa 
cian*s  fingers.  He  had  neard,  indeed,  amoagoihs 
piodjgies,  of  a  person  in  Fendia's  unhsppy  wmw 
aoquuing,  by  some  unaccountable  and  myatcno0 
tact,  the  power  of  acting  as  an  inatnuneota!  sua 
oan,  nay,  becoming  so  accurate  a  performer  at  mm 
capable  of  leading  a  moaioal  band  s  aiid  be  bad  aw 
heaMofdeaf 
oient  accuracy, 
partner.    But  J 

wonderful  than . 

by  his  written  notes,  and  the  dancer  by  the  i 
of  the  othera;  whereas  Fenella  had  no  istniatio^ 
save  what  she  seemed  to  gather,  with  infinite  Mca 
racy^  by  observing  the  motion  of  the  arttsr  >  m^ ' 
on  his  small  instrument  ^^ 

As  for  the  King,  who  was  ignorant  of  the  parMS* 
lar  ciroumstanoea  which  rendered  FenellrsMrHnih 
anoe  almost  marvellous,  ha  was  contented,  at  aa 
firat  commencement,  to  authorixe  what  ^f^'fr 
him  the  frolic  of  this  singular-looking  daman.  Q* 
good-humoured  amUet  but  when  he  P^fo^^^^"^' 


fectly  new  to  him,  x/uw.<r<.  »...«»  .~-.. — ^r  • 
eacence  into  aomethuig  like  enthusiasuc  SPP""* 
He  bore  time  to  her  motions  with  the  moveoientii 
his  foot— applauded  vnth  head  and  with  hapd-HBS 
aeemed,  like  herasU  earned  avray  by  the 
ofthefesticart. 


Chap.  XXW 


PEVfiRiL  W  TBE  PKAX.' 


I8lf 


After  a  rapid  yet  Rraeeful  saccession  of  entreckaJts^ 
Penella  introduced  a  slow  movement,  which  termi- 
Dated  the  dance ;  then  droppins  a  profound  curtsey, 
'  eUe  continued  to  sund  mouonlesa  before  the  King, 
her  arras  folded  on  her  bosom,  her  head  stooped,  and 
her  eyes  cast  down,  after  the  manner  of  an  Oriental 
stave;  while  through  the  misty  veil  of  her  shadowy 
locks  it  might  be  observed,  tnat  the  colour  which 
exercise  had  called  to  her  checks  was  dying  fast 
away,  and  resigning  them  to  their  native  duskyhiie. 

"  ay  my  honour,"^  exclaimed  the  Kins,  "  she  is  like 
a  lairy  who  trips  it  in  moonlight  There  must  be 
more  of  air  and  fire  than  of  earth  in  her  composition. 
It  is  well  poor  Nelly  Qwyn  saw  her  not,  or  she  would 
have  died  of  grief  and  envy.— Come,  gentlemen,  which 
of  you  contrived  this  pretty  piece  of  morningpastime?" 

The  courtiers  looked  at  each  other,  but  none  of 
them  felt  authorized  to  claim  the  merit  of  a  service  so 
agreeable.  / 

"  We  must  ask  the  quick-^ed  nymph  herself,  then,'* 
said  the  King;  and,  looking  at  Fenelta,  he  added, 
**  Tell  us,  my  pretty  one,  to  whom  we  owe  the  plea- 
sure of  seeing  you  f— I  suspect  the  Doke  of  Backing- 
ham  ;  for  this  is  exactly  a  tow  de  ton  milier.** 

Fenella,  on  observing  that  the  King  addressed  her. 
bowed  low,  and  shook  her  head,  in  signal  that  she  did 
not  understand  what  he  said.  "Odds-fish,  that  is  true," 
aaid  the  King ;  "  she  must  perforce  be  a  foreigner— 
her  complexion  and  aj^ity  speak  it.  France  or  Italy 
has  hadf  the  moulding  of  these  elastic  limbs,  dark 
cheek,  and  eye  of  fire.  He  then  put  to  her  in  French, 
ft  ajod  again  in  Italian,  the  question,  "  By  whom  she  had 
beon  sent  hither  f' 

At  the  second  reitetition,  FeneDa  threw  back  her 
Teiling  tresses,  so  as  to  show  the  melancholy  which 
sat  on  her  brow ;  while  she  sadly  shook  her  he'kd,  and 
intimated  by  imperfect  muttering,  but  of  the  softest 
and  most  plaintive  kind,  her  organic  deficiency. 

"  Is  it  possible  Nature  can  have  made  such  a  foult  T' 
said  Charles.  "  Can  she  have  left  so  curious  a  piece 
as  thou  art  without  the  nvelody  of  voice,  whilst  she 
has  made  thee  so  exquisitely  sensible  to  the  beauty 
of  sound  i— Stay ;  what  means  this  7  and  whatyouns 
fellow  are  you  bringingup  there  1  Oh.  the  master  of 
the  show,  I  suppose.--Fndnd,"  he  added,  addressing 
himself  to  Peveril,  who,  on  the.sisnal  of  Fenella. 
stepped  forward  almost  instinctively,  and , kneeled 
down,  "  we  thank  thee  for  the  pleasure  of  this  mom-^ 
in]f(.— My  Lord  Marquis,  you  rooked  me  at  piquet  last^ 
night;  for  which  diMoyaldeed  thou  sbalt  now  atona 
by  givmg  a  coimle  of  pieces  to  this  honest  youth,  and 
five  to  the  giri.^ 

As  the  nobleman  drew  out  his  purse,  an.^  came 
forward  to  perform  the  Kin^^s  generous  commu^on, 
Julian  felt  some  embarrassment  ere  he  was  able  to 
explain  that  he  had  no  title  to  be  benefited  by  the 
voung  person's  performance,  and  that  his  Majesty 
had  mistaken  his  character. 

"And  who  art  thoo,  then,  my  friend?"  said  Charles; 
'*but,  above  all,  and  particularly,  who'is  this  dancing 
nymph,  whom  thou  standest  waiting  pn  like  an  at- 
tendant faun  7" 
'  "  The  young  person  is  a  retainer  of  the  Countess- 
Dowager  of  Derby,  so  please  your  Majesty,"  said 
PeveriL  in  a  low  tone  of  voice ;  ^  and  I  am" 

"  Hold,  hold,"  said  the  King:  "  this  is  a  dance  to 
another  tune,  and  not  fit  for  a  place  so  public.  Hark 
thee,  friend ;  do  thou  and  the  young  woman  follow 
Empson  where  he  will  conduct  thee.— Empson,  carry 
them— hark  in  thy  ear." 

"  May  it  please  your  Miyesty,  I  ought  to  say."  said 
Peveril,  "  that  I  am  guiltless  of  any  purpose  o^  Intru- 
sion"  

"  Now  a  plague  on  him  who  can  ;ake  no  hint,"  said 
the  King;  cutting  short  his  apolo;<y.  *'  Odds-fish,  man, 
there  are  times  when  civility  is  the  greatest  imperti- 
nence in  the  world.  Do  thou  follow  Empson,  and^ 
amuse  thyself  for  a  half  hour's  space  with  the  fairy's 
company,  till  we  shall  send  for  you." 

Charles  spoke  this  not  without  casting  an  anxious 
eye  around,  and  in  a  tone  which  intimated  appre- 
hension of  being  overheard.  Julian  could  only  bow 
obedience,  and  follow  Empson,  who  was  the  same 
penoa  that  played  so  rarely  on  the  flageolet. 


When  they  were  out  of  sight  ot  the  King  and  hi» 
party,  the  musician  wished  to  enter  into  conversatioa 
with  his  companions,  and  addressed  himself  ^rst  to 
Fenella,  with  a  broad  compliment  ol^  "  By  the  mas%  ' 
ye  dance  rarely— ne'er  a  shit  on  the  boards  shows  such 
a  shank  1  I  would  be  content  to  play  to  you  till  my 
throat  were  as  dry  as  my  whistle.  Come,  be  a  hitia 
fiiee— old  Rowley  will  not  quit  the  park  till  nine.  I 
will  carry  you  to  Sprina  Gardens,  and  bestow  sweet 
cakes  and  a  quart  of  Rhenish  on  both  of  you;  and 
we'll  be  eameradoes.— What  the  devil  1  no  answer  1-^ 
How's  this,  brother?— Is  this  neat  wench  ef  youra 
deaf  or  dumb,  or  both  7  I  should  laoc^  at  tha^  aod 
she  trip  it  so  well  to  the  flu^et" 

To  rid  himself  of  this  fellow's  disooorse,  Peveiil 
answered  him  in  French,  that  he  was  a  foreigner, 
^nd  spoke  no  English j  glad  to  dscape,  though  at  tho 
expense  of  a  fiction,  from  the  additional  embairasf^ 
mcnt  of  a  fool,  who  was  likely  to  ask  more  ouestiona 
than  his  own  wisdom  might  have  enabled  him  t* 
answer. 

"  Etranger—thAt  means  stranger."  muttqred  thsif 
guide;  "more  French  dogs  and  jades  come  to  liek 
the  good  English  butter  on  our  bread,  or  perhaps  a» 
Italian  puppet-show.  Well,  if  it  wiare  not  that  thaf 
have  a  mortal  enmity  to  the  whole  >^amu^,  this  wsM 
enough  to  make  any  honest  fellow  turn  Puritan.  Hot 
if  I  am  to  play  to  her  at  the  Duchess'a  I'll  be  d-ii 
but  I  put  her  out  in  the  tunc^ost  to  teach  her  to  hava 
the  impudence  to  <^ine  to  England,  and  to  speak  u9 
English." 

Having  muttered  to  himself  this  truly  British  k«o» 
lution.  the  musician  walked  briskly  on  towards  a 
large  house  near  the  bottom  of  St.  James  Street,  ana 
entered  the  court,  by  a  grated  door,  from  the  Park,  of 
which  the  mansion  commanded  an  extensive  pNW* 
pert. 

Peveril  finding  himself  in  front  of  a  handsome  por* 
tico,  under  which  opened  a  stately  pair  of  foldings 
doors,  was  about  to  ascend  the  steps  that  led  to  this 
main  entrance,  when  his  guide  sdzed  him  by  the  atini 
exclaiming,  "Hold,  Mounseerl  What!  you'll  lose 
nothing,  1  ^see,  for  want  of  courage ;  but  you  roasi 
keep  the  back  way.  for  all  your  fine  doublet  Heta 
it  IS  not,  knock  and  it  shalf  be  opened  :  but  may  be 
mstead,  knock  and  you  shall  be  knocked." 

Suflering*  himself  to  be  guided  by  Empson,  Juliaa 
deviated  from  the  principal  door,  to  one  which  opened, 
with  less  ostentation,  in  an  angle  of  the  court-yard* 
On  a  modest  tap  from  the  flute-player,  admitunca 
was  afforded  him  and  his  oompamons  by  a  footman, 
who  conducted  them  through  a  variety  of  stone  paa- 
sages,  to  a  very  hiindsome  summer  parlour,  when  a 
lady,  or  something  resembling  one,  dressed  in  a  stjrla 
of  extra  elegance,  was  trifling  with  a  play-book  whila 
she  finished  her  chocolate.  It  woola  not  be  easy  tfi 
describe  her,  but  by  weighing  her  natural  good  quail* 
ties  against  the  aflfectations  which  counterbalanced 
them.  She  would  have  been  handsonie,  but  for  rouge 
and  minautUrU^v^oM  have  been  dvil,  but  for  over- 
strained airs  of  patronage  and  condesceasion^woold 
have  had  an  agreeable  voice,  had  she  spoken  in  her 
natural  tone— and  fine  eyes,  had  she  not  made  saeii 
desperate  hard  use  of  them.  She  could  only  spoil  a 
pretty  ankle  by  too  liberal  display ;  but  her  shapes 
though  she  could  not  yet  be  thirty  yean  oM,  had  tha 
emboripoint  which  might  have  smted  better  with  ten 
yeara  more  ad  van<^.  She^winted  Empson  to  a  seat 
with  the  air  of  a  Duchess,  and  asked  hiin,  languidlfi 
how  he  did  this  age,  that  she  had  not  seen  himi  anl 
what  folks  these  were  he  had  brought  with  him  ? 

"  Foreigners,  tnadam ;  d— d  foreigners,"  answered 


Empson ;  "  starvina  beggars,  that  our  M  friend  has 
picked  up  in  the  Park  this  morning— the  wench 
dances,  and  the  fellow  plays  on  the  Jew's  tramp,  1 
believe.  On  my  life,  madam,  I  begin  to  be  ashamed 
of  old  Rowley ;  I  must  discard  him,  unless  iie  kespa 
better  company  in  future." 

"Fie,  Empson,"  said  the  lady?  "conskler  it  isott 
duty  to  countenance  him,  and  keep  him  afloat;  and 
indeed  1  always  make  a  principle  of  it.  Hark  ye,  ■• 
comes  not  hither  this  morning  ?" 

"Ho  will  be  here"  aneweied  Empsoni  '^m  tha 
walking  of  a  minuet"  •   • 

46* 


li^VEBlL  OF  TBS  PBAK. 
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*'Mf  Oodr  etcltimed  ^  lady,  with  unaabcted 
abith  t  and  atarting  up  with  utter  nenlect  of  her  iiaual 
.aira  or  mcefvl  laDguor,  ahe  tripped  aa  awiflly  aa  a 
qulk-maid  into  an  adjomiag  apartment,  where  they 
iMaid  praaentiy  a  few  wprda  of  eager  and  animated 
diacuaaon.  .  ,  , 

"  Something  to  be  pat  out  of  the  way.  I  auppoaer 
Mid  EmpaoQ.  "  Well  for  madam  I  gave  her  the  hint 
There  he  goea,  the  happy  awain." 

Jnlian  waa  ao  aituated,  that  be  could,  fit>m  theaame 
eaaeroant  through  which  Empaon  waa  peeping,  ob- 
terve  a  man  in  a  laced  roquelaure,  and  carrying  bia 


m  a  laced  roquelaure,  and  carrymg  nia   Inrench 

bia  arm.  glide  from  the  dooroy  which*  nifiealii 

elf  entered,  and  out  of  the  court,  Keeping   they  wi 


mpier  under 

he  had  himself , -,  — -^_-„ 

Aa  much  aa  poaaible  imder  the  shade  of  the  buildmgs. 
The  lady  reentered  at  tbia  moment,  and  obaervmg 
Wiw  Empaon'a  ciyea  were  directed,  aaid,  with  a  slight 
appearance  of  hurry,  "A  gentleman  of  the  Duchess 
m  Portsmouth's  with  a  oillet;  and  ao  tireaomely 
pnasiBg  for  an  answer,  that  I  waa  obliged  to  write 


yours,  Bmpson,!  hope  she  really  understands  no 

igiish  1-*Oa  my  life  aba  coloured.—Is  she  such  a 

Mrs  dancer  T->I  roust  aee  her  dance,  and  bear  him 


without  my  diamond  nen.  I  have  daubed  my  fingers, 
I  daresay,^  she  added,  looking  at  a  very  pretty  hand, 
md  preaently  after  dipoing  her  fin/fera  in  a  little  ailver 
jfiaaa  of  rose-water.      But  that  little  exotic  monster 

£S    " 

mtt  ( 

play  on  the  Jew'js  harp." 

'^Pancel"  replied  Empaon  s  **Bhe  danced  well 
anon  {h  when /played  to  her.  I  can  make  any  thing 
dan  ;e.  Old  Counsellor  Clubfoot  danced  when  he 
htiH  a  fit  of  the  gout ;  you  have  seen  no  such  pa9  seul 
m  the  theatre.  I  would  engage  to  make  the  Arch- 
Mhop  of  Canterbury  dauce  the  baya  like  a  French- 
Aan.  Then  is  nothing  in  dancing ;  il  all  lies  in  the 
BBttaic.  Rowley  does  nor  know  that  now.  He  saw 
this  poor  wench  dance;  and  thought  so  much  on't, 
whan  it  waa  all  along  of  nie.  I  would  have  defied  her 
t«  ait  atilL  And  Rowley  aives  her  the  credit  of  it,  and 
five  pieces  to  boot }  ana  I  have  only  two  for  my 
QKNving^a  work!'* 

"Ttue,  Maater  Empaon/*  aaid  the  Iad;r;  "but  you 
ve  of  the  family,  though  m  a  k)wer  atauon ;  and  you 
ourfit  to  oonaidei^' — — 

"^By  G--,  madam,"  answered  Bmpion,  "  all  I  con- 
aider  IS,  that  I  play  the  beat  flageolet  m  England;  and 
Ihat  diey  can  no  more  supply  my  place,  if  they  were 
to  discard  me,  than  they  could  fill  Thames  from 
Ffeet-Ditch." 


**Well,  Master  Empson,  I  do  not  dispute  but  you 
«ra  a  man  of  talents,"  rt::plied  the  lady ; '"  still  I  say, 
fKinp  the  main  chance— you  please  the  ear  to-day — 
another  baa  the  advantage  of  you  to-morrow." 

"Never,  mistress,  while  ears  have  the  heavenly 
power  of  distinguishing  one  note  from  another." 

"Heavenly  power,  s^y  you,  Master  Empson  T*  said 
the  lady. 

'*  Ay,  madam,  heavenly ;  for  some  very  neat  verses 
which  we  had  at  our  festival  aay, 

'  What  know  we  of  the  Meet  above, 
But  that  tiiey  tingmd  Uiat  tbw  lova.' 

It  is  Master  Waller  wrote  them,  as  I  think ;  who^ 
upon  mv  word,  ought  to  be  eacouraged." 

"  Ano  so  should  yoo^  my  denr  Gfrnpson,"  said  the 
dame,  yawning,  *'  were  it  only  for  the  honour  you  do 
10  your  own  profession.  But  in  the  mean  time,  will 
yon  ask  these  people  to  have  some  refreshment  7— 
and  will  you  take  some  yourself  7— the  chocolate  is 
ikat  which  the  amba^dor  Portuguese  fellow  brought 
over  to  the  Queen." 

"If  it  be  genuine,"  said  the  musician. 

"How,  sir 7"  said  the  fair  one,  half  risirig  from  her 
pile  of  cushions— "  not  genuine,  and  in  this  house  I— 
Lek me. understand  you,  Master  Empson— I  think, 
when  I  first  aaw  you,  you  acarce  knew  chocolate 
froth  coffee." 

"  By  G — ^  madam^"  answered  the  flageolet-player, 
"you  are  perfectly  right.  And  how  can  I  show  bet- 
.  ler  how  much  I  have  profited  by  your  ladyship's  ez- 
Mllent  cheer,  except  by  being  cntical  7" 

''You  Btand  excused,  Master  Empson,"  said  the 
Itftite  maitresae,  linking  gently  back  on  the  downy 
couch,  from  which  a  momentary  irritation  had  startled 


hei^"I  think  the  chocolate  will  pleaae jron.  thoqji 
scarce  equal  to  what  we  had  from  the  Spantsh  ntt> 
dent  Mendoza.— But  we  must  ofier  these  itnpsi 
people  soroethingL  Will  you  ask  them  if  thev  woold 
have  coffee  and  chocolate,  or  cold  wild-fowl,  nait and 
wine  7  They  must  he  treated,  so  as  to  show  ihea 
where  they  are,  since  here  they  are." 

"Unquestionably,  madam,"  said  Empson;  "bat I 
have  Just  at  this  inatant  forgot  the  French  for  ehooo- 
I ate,  hot  bread,  coffee,  game,  and  drinkables." 

"  It  is  odd,"  said  the  lady;  "  and  I  have  foiKot  nif 
FVench  and  Italian  at  the.aanrie  moment.   But  it  aig* 


.  little— I  will  order  the  things  to  be  brought,  i  . 
will  remember  the  names  of  them  themBclvei.'* 
Empson  laughed  loudly  at  this  jest,  and  pawned 
his  soul  that  the  cold  svloin.  which  entered  immt- 
diately  after,  was  the  best  emblem  of  roast  beef  aS 
the  world  over.  Plentiful  reijre^ments  were  ofiered 
to  all  the  party,  of  which  both  Fenella  and  Pevri 

In  the  mean  whOe  the  flageolet-player  drew  clo«r 
to  the  aide  of  the  lady  of  ihe  mansion— their  inih 
macy  was  cemented,  and  their  spirits  set  afloat,  by  i 
glass  of  Ikfucur,  which  gave  them  additional  eonfi- 
dence  in  discussing  the  characters,  as  well  ,of  the 
superior  attendants  of  the  Court,  as  of  the  infaitf 
rank,  to  which  they  themselves  might  be  auppoin 
to  beloiijg. 

The  Lady,  indeed,  during  this  convemtioai  f» 
quently  exerted  her  complete  and  absolute  supenoiity 
over  Master  Empson ;  in  which  that  musical  geaik- 
man  humbly  acquiesced  whenever  the  drcmnituei 
was  recalled  to  his  attention,  whether  in  thewajoi 
blunt  contradiction,  sarcastic  insinuation,  dowDm 
aasumption  of  higher  importance,  or  in  anf  otm 
other  various  modes  by  which  such  supenon^Ji 
ususUy  asserted  and  maintained.    But  tbe  mft 
obvious  love  of  scandal  waa  the  lure  which  wtbm 
brought  her  agaki  down  from  the  digniw  fff* 
which  for  a  moment  rfie  assumed,  ana  pheed.Mr 
once  more  on  a  goasiping  level  with  her  eoiniMB^ 

Their  conversation  was  too  triTial,  and  too  nan 
allied  to  petty  Court  intrigues,  with  which  be  vM 
totally  unacquainted,  to  be  m  the  least  interestioRji 
Jutian.  As  it  continued  for  more  than  an  boor, bi 
soon  ceased  to  pay  the  least  attention  to  a  duooiM 
conaisting  of  nicknames,  patchwork,  and  innoenaot 
and  employed  himself  in  reflecthig  on  his  owo  eqm- 
plicated  affairs,  and  the  probable  issue  of  hisajnioedi' 
ing  audience  with  the  King,  which  had  been  brought 
about  by  so  singular  an  agent,  and  by  meant  eo  un- 
expected. He  oAen  look^  to  bis  guide,  Feneila; 
and  o^  served  that  ahe  was,  for  the  greater  part  dw 
tim^-,  drowned  in  deep  and  absttacted  medittinii 
P  jt  three  or  four  times— and  it  was  when  thca«»n« 
airs  and  affected  importance  Af  the  moAc'nn  and 
their  hostess  rose  to  the  most  extravagant  excesa-be 
observed,  that  Fenella  dealt  askance  on  them  some  w 
those  bitter  and  almost  blighting  elfin  looks,  whidi  lO 
the  Isle  of  Man  were  held  to  imply  coniempniooBeifr 
oration.  There  was  something  m  all  her  manner «J 
extraordinary,  joined  to  her  sudden  appearance,  and 
her  demeanour  in  the  King's  i^reaence^  so  oddlr,  yet » 
weW  contrived,  to  procure  him  a  private  audirtoe;* 
nvhich  he  might  by  graver  means,  have  sought  m 
vain— that  it  almost  justified  the  idea,  thoogn  w 
smiled  at  it  internally,  that  the  little  mute  agent  wai 
aided  in  her  machinations  by  the  kindred  imMto 
whom,  according  to  Manx  superstition,  her  genealogy 
was  to  be  traced.  , 

Another  idea  sometimes  occnrred  to  JuKan,  t]KM# 
he  rejetVd  the  question,  as  being  equally  wild  wiia 
those  doubts  which  referred  Fenella  to  a  race  diflewjl 
from  tha,t  of  mortals—"  Was  she  really  aflb'fcted  wifli 
tliose.  organical  imperfections  which  had  alwiji 
seemed  to  sever  her  from  humanity?— If  not,  whit 
could  be  the  motives  of  so  young  a  creature  pracn^ng 
so  dreadiul  a 'penance  for  such  an  unremitted  '«?"JJ; 
years  7  And  how  formidable  must  be  the  strenfjin  oi 
mind  which  could  condemn  itself  to  so  temfic  • 
sacrifice— How  deep  and  strong  the  purpose  for  whicn 
it  waa  undertaken  I"  . . 

.  But  a  brief  recollection  of  past  wents  enabled  mm 
to  diamiss  this  conjecture  m  altogether  wild  and 


GiU9b'XXXI4 


PStpUIi  OF  THE  Pl^ 


fifliQQeiy.  Be  had  bat  to  c«Il  to  memorr  th^  various 
«tratagem8  praetieed  ovhis  ligfht-heorted  companion, 
the  young  Earl  of  Derby,  upon  this  forlorn  girl— ihe 
conversations  held  in  ner  presence,  in  which  the 
character  of  a  creature  so  irritable  and  sensitive 
opqn  all  occasional  was  freely,  and.  sometimes 
aatirically  discussed,  without  her  expressing  the  least 
Acquaintance  with  what  was  going  forward,  to  con- 
rmce  him  thai  so  deep  a  deception  could  never  have 
Deea  practised  for  so  many  years,  by  a  being  of  a 
turn  of  mind  so  peculiarly  jealous  and  irascible. 

He  renounced,  therefore,  the  idea,  and  turned  his 
|houghts  to  his  oy^n  affairs,  and  in  bis  approaching 
interview  with  his  Sovereign :  in  which  meditation 
we  propose  to  leave  him,  until  we  briefly  review  the 
cl^mges  which  had  token  place  m  the  situation  of 
Alice  Bndgeoortk 


t  whra  Mrwn  and  camocik, 
BDA.  old  Calvio**  oknk, 


CHAPTER  XXXI 

I  fcar  the  devil  worst 
Or,  inth«laolKorthei 
CSoooMte  hit  eleven  h 

JruAN  Pkvxril  had  scarce  set  sail  for  Whitehaven, 
irfien  Afice  Bridgenorth'  and  her  governante,  at  the 
oaaty  command  of  her  father,  were  embarked  with 

Bnai  speed  and  secrecy  on  board  of  a  bark  bi?uod  for 
verpool.  Christian  accompanied  them  on  their 
voyage,  as  the  friend  to  whose  guardianship  Alice  was 
to  qe  consigned  during  ai^  futute  separation  from  her 
fatfier,  and"^  whose  amusmg  conversation,  joined  to 
fats  pleasing  though  cold  .manners,  as  well  as  his  near 
relationship,  induced  Alice,  in  her  forlorn  sitaation, 
to  consider  her  fate  as  fortunate  in  having  such  a 
guardian. 

At  Liveipdoi,  as  the  reader  already  knows.  Christian 
took  the  first  overt  step  in  the  viltany  which  he  had 
contrived  against  the  ronocent  girl,  by  exposing  her 
at  a- meeting-house  to  the  unhaUowed  gazeof  Chif- 
finch,  in  oraer  to  convhice  bini  she  was  possessed 
of  such  uncommon  beauty  as  might  well  deserve  the 
mlhmous  promotion^  Which  they  meditated  to  raise 
her. 

Highly  satisfied  with  her  personal  appearance,  Chif- 
finch  was  no  less  so  with  the  sense  and  delicacy  of 
her  conversation,  when  he  met  her  in  company  with 
her  uncle  afterwards  in  London.  The  simplicity,  and  at 
the  same  time  the  spirit  of  her  remarks,  made  him  re- 
sard  her  as  his  scientific  attendant  tbecook  might  have 
done  a  newly  invented  sauce,  sufficiently  piauante  in 
its  qualities,  to  awaken  the  jaded  appetite  oi^a  cloyed 
and  gorged  epicure.  She  waa^  he  said  and  swore,  the 
very  comer-stone  ou  which,  with  proper  managen^ent, 
ana  with  his  instructions,  a  few  honest  feliows  might 
build  a  Court  fortune. 

iTliat  the  necessary  introduction  might  take  jpl ace, 
the  confederates  jud^  fit  she  should  be  put  under  the 
charge  of  an  experienced  lady,  whom  some  called 
Mistress  Chiffinch,  and  others  Chifflnch's  mistress 
— one  of  those  obliging  creatures  who  are  willing  to 
discharge  ell  the  duties  of  a  wife,  without  the  incon- 
yenient  and  indissohible  ceremony. 

It  was  one,  and  npt  perhaps  the  least  prejudicial 
eotiseguence  of  the  license  of  that  ill-^ovemed  time, 
that  the  bounds  betwLc  virtue  and  vice  were  so  far 
smoothed  down  and  lovellod,  that  the  frail  wilie,  or  the 
tender  friend  who  was  no  wife,  did  not  necessarily 
lose  their  plaoe  iii  society  j  but,  on  the  contrary,  if 
they  moved  in  the  higher  cirdcs,  were  permitted  and 
eQ(x>uraged  to  mingle  with  women  whose  rank  was 
certain,  and  whose  repatatkm  was  untainted. 

A  regular  fot«on,  like  thatof  Cbiffincfa  and  his  fair 
one,  iofened  little  scandal  |  and  such  wss  his  infhi- 
ence,  as  prime  minister  of  his  master's  pleasures,  that, 
as  Charles  himself  expressed  it.  the  lady  whom  we 
introduced  to  our  readen  in  the  lest  chapter,  had  ob- 
tained a  brevet  commission  to  rank  as  a  married  wo- 
man. And  to  do  the  gctotie  dame  justica  no  wife 
eould  have  been  more  attentive  lo  fbrwaid  his  plana, 
or  more  liberal  in  disposing  of  his  income. 

She  inhabited  a  set  of  apartments  called  Chifiinch's 
—the  spene  of  many  an  intrigue^  both  of  love  and  pcv 
litica ;  and  where  Charles  often  held  bis  private  parties 
fbr  tAie  evening,  when,  as  fluently  happened,  the  ill- 
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humour  of  the  Duchess  of  Portsmouth,  his  ireignlng 
Sultana,  prevented  his  supping  with  her.  The  hold 
which  such  an  anranglsmentgavea-man  likeChifRncb; 
used  as  he  well  knew  how  to  use  it,  made  him  of  too 
much  consequence  to  be  slighted  even  by  the  firet  per- 
sons in  the  state,  unless  thej(  stood  aloof  from  all 
manner  of  politics  and  Court  intngus. 

In  the  charge  of  Mistress  Chiifinoli,  and  of  him 
whose  name  she  bore,  Edward  Christian  placed  tiia 
daugh  ter  of  his  aister,  and  of  his  confiding  friend,  catiu* 
ly  contemplating  her  ruin  as  an  event  certain  to  fol- 
low ;  and  hoping  to  ground  upon  it  his  own  chance 
of  a  more  assured  fortune,  than  a  life  npent  in  intrigue 
had  hkherto  been  able  to  procure  for  nim. 

The  innocent  Alice,  without  being  able  to  discoid 
what  was  wrong  either  in  the  scenes  of  unusual  luxury 
with  which  she  was  surrounded,  or  in  the  mannerear 
her  hostess,  which,  both  from  nature  and  policy,  wei^ 
kind  and  caressing— felt  nevertheless  an  insiractive 
apprehension  that  all  was  not  right— a  feeling  in  th6 
human  mind,  allied,  perhaps,  to  that  sense  of  dangelr 
which  animals  exhibit  when  placed  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  natural  enemies  of  their  race,  and  which  maket 
birds  cower  when  the  hawk  is  in  the  air,  and  heasu 
tremble  when  the  ticer  is  abroad  in  the  desert.  Them 
was  a  heaviness  at  Her  heart  which  she  could  not  di» 
pel:  and  the  few  houre  which  ahe  had  already  spent 
at  Chiffinch's,  were  like  those  passed  in  a  prison  by 
one  unconscious  of  the  cause  or  event  of  his  captivity. 
It  wab  the  third  morning  after  her  arrival  in  London, 
that  (he  scene  took  place  which  we  now  recur  to. 

The  impertinence  and  vulgarity  of  Empson,  which 
was  permitted  to  him  as  an  unrivaUed  performer  upstt 
bis  instrument,  were  exhausting  themselves  at  the  ex- 
pense of  all  other  musical  profesters,  and  Mistreaa 
Chiffinch  was  listening  with  careless  indifierenes^ 
when  seme  one  was  heard  speaking  loudly,  and  wiu 
animation,  in  the  inner  apartment. 

"Ogemlni  and  gilliflower  water  I"  exchumed  the 
damsel,  startled  out  of  her  fine  aire,  into  her  natural 
vulgarity  ot  exclamation,  and  running  to  the  door  of 
communication—*'  if  he  has  not  come  back  again  ailar 
all  '-and  if  old  Rowley*' 

A  tap  at  the  further  and  oppoaita  door  here  arrested 
her  attention— ahe  quitted  uie  handle  of  that  which 
she  was  about  to  open  as  speedily  as  if  it  had  burnt 
her  fingers,  and,  moving  back  towards  her  couch, 
asked, '^Who  is  there  r* 

"Old  Rowley  himself^  niadam,"  said  the  Kmg,  en- 
terij^  the  apartment  with  his  usual  air  of  easy  ooai» 
posura. 

"O  criininil— your  Mtyestyl—I  thoughr*— - 

"That  I  was  out  of  heanng,  doubtless,"  said  the 
King!  '*  and  spoke  of  me  aa  folks  speak  of  absent 
friends.  Make  no  apology.  I  think  I  have  hea|d 
ladies  say  of  their  lace,  that  a  rent  is  better  than  a 
dam.— Nay,  be  seated.— Where  is  Chiffinch  T 

"He  is  down  at  York-House,  your  Majesty."  said 
'the  dame,  recovering,  though  with  no  small  difficultR 
the  calm  affectatk>n  of  her  usuol  demeanour.  *'  Shali 
I  send  your  Majesty's  comroanda  7"  ..  _ 

"I  will  wait  hia  return,"  said  the  King.— " PenL.t 
me  to  taate  yout  chocolate."  .       ^     „     . , 

"There  is  some  fresh  frothed  in  the  ofiice^"  said 
the  lady;  and  using  a  little  silver  call,  or  whistle,  a 
black  boy,  superbly  dressed  like  an  Onental  pag& 
with  gold  bracelets  on  his  naked  arms,  and  a  gold 
collar  around  his  equally  bare  neck,  attended  with 
the  favourite  beverage  of  the  morning,  m  an  appa- 
ratus of  the  richest  china. 

While  he  aipp«l  his  cup.  of  chocolate,  the  King 
k>oked  round  the  apartment,  and  observing  Fenella, 
Peveril,  and  ihp  musician,  who  remained  standing 
^eBidc  a  large  Indian  acreen,  he  cpnUnued,  addiw- 
mg  MistresstChiflinch,  though  with  polite  indilfer^ 
ence,  "  I  sent  you  the  fiddles  this  morning— or  rather 
the  fluifr-Empson,  and  a  fairy  elf  whom  I  inet  n 
the  Park,  who  dances  divinely.  She  has  brought  vm 
the  very  newest  saraband  from  the  Court  of  (i^ieen 
Mab,  and  I  sent  her  here,  that  you  may  see  it  tt 
leisure  *' 

**  Your  Majesty  does  me  by  far  too  inucb  hoooin.* 
said  Chiffinch,  her  eyes  properiy  cast  down,  and  her 
accents  minr*^  into  becoming  hmnility. 
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'•'Nay,  little  ChiflBnrh,"  answered  the  King^  m  a 
tone  of  as  contemptuous  familiarity  as  was  consistent 
'  with  his  good-breeding,  "  It  was  not  altogether  for 
thine  own  private  ear,  though  ouite  deserving  of  aU 
sweet  aounds  \  but  I  thought  Kelly  had  been  with 
thee  this  morning." 

*'Ican  send  Bajazat  for  her,  your  Mi^esty,"  an- 
swered the  lady. 

"Nay,  I  will  not  trouble  your  little  heathen  Sultan 
CO  go  so  lar.  StiU  it  strikes  me  that  Chiffinch  said 
vou  had  eompany^some  country  cousin,  or  such  a 
matter— Is  there  not  such  a  person  T* 

"There  is  a  young  person  from  the  country."  said 
Kistreas  Chiffinch,  striving  to  conceal  a  considerable 
portion  of  embarrassment ;  "  but  she  is  unprepared 
fi>r  such  an  honour  as  to  be  admitted  into  yolQr  Ma- 

"  And  therefore  the  fitter  to  receive  it,  Chiflinch. 
lltere  is  nothing  in  nature  so  beautiful  as  the  first 
bioah  of  a  litde  rustic  between  ioy  and  fear,  and 
wonder  and  curiosity.  It  is  the  down  on  the  peach 
"-pity  it  decays  so  soon !— the  fruit  remains,  but  the 
ilrst  nigh  colouring  and  exquisite  flavour  are  gone.*- 
Never  put  up  thy  Up  for  the  matter,  Chiffinch,  for  it  is 
as  I  tell  you;  ^pny  let  us  have  la  btlU  cawiru" 

Mistress  Chiffincn,  more  embarrassed  than  ever, 
^ain  advanced  towards  the  door  of  communication) 

lich  she  had  been  in  the  act  of  opening  when  his 
Hajesty  entered.  But  just  as  she  couched  pretty 
loudly,  periiaps  as  a  signal  ipsome  one  within,  voicea 
'were  again  heard  in  a  raised  tone  of  altercation— the 
door  was  flung  open,  and  Alice  rushed  out  of  the  inner 
apartment,  followed  to  the  door  of  it  by  the  enter- 
prising Duke  of  Buckingham,  who  stood  fixed  with 
astonishment  on  finding  his  pursuit  of  the  flying 
hit  one  had  hurried  him  into  the  presence  of  the 

•  Ahee  Bridgenorth  appeared  too  much  transported 
with  anger  to  permit  her  to  pay  aiientioo  to  the  rank 
or  character  ot  the  company  into  which  she  had  thus 
Boddenly  entered.  "  I  lemam  no  longer  here,  mudam." 
she  {midto  Mrs.  Chifflnch,  in  a  tone  of  ooeontrollable 
resolution ;  "  I  leave  instantly  a  house  where  I  am 
exposed  to  company  which  I  detest,  and  to  solicita- 
tions which  I  despise." 

The  dismayed  Mistress  Chiffinch  could  only  im- 
plore her,  in  broken  whispers,  to  be  silent;  adding, 
whilo  she  pointed  to  Charles,  who  stood  with  his  eyes 
tkxied,  rather  on  his  audacious  courtier  than  on  the 
game  which  he  pursued,  "The  Kinz— the  Kingl" 

"  If  I  am  in  the  King's  preflence,"^sakl  Aljoe,  ak)od, 
and  in  the  same  torrent  of  passionate  feehng,  while 
ber  eyes  sparkled  through  tears  of  resentment  and 
insulted  modesty,  "it  is  the  better-it  is  his  Majestrs 
duty  to  protect  mo;  and  on  his  protection  I  throw 
mvseif."^ 

These  won!s,  which  were  spoken  alo^id.  and  boldly, 
at  once  recalled  Julian  to  himself,  who  had  hitherto 
atood,  as  it  were,  bewildered.  He  approached  Alice, 
and  whispering  in  her  ear  that  she  had  beside  her  one 
who  would  defend  her  with  his  life;  implored  her  to 
trust  to  his  guardianship  in  this  emergency. 

Clinging  to  his  arm  in  all  the  ecstasy  of  gratitude 
and  joy.  the  spirit  which  had  so  lately  invigorated 
Alice  in  ner  own  defence,  gave  way  in  a  flood  of  tears, 
when  she  saw  herself  supported  by  him  whom  per- 
haps she  most  wished  to  recognise  as  her  protector. 
She  permitted  Peveril  gently  to  draw  her  back  to- 
wards the  screen  before  which  he  had  been  standing; 
where,  holding  by  his  arm,  but  at  the  same  time  en- 
deavouring to  conceal  hexself  behind  him,  they  waited 
the  conclusion  of  a  scene  so  singular. 

The  King  seemed  at  first  so  much*  suiprised  at  the 
unexpected  apparition  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham, 
as  to  pay  little  or  no  attention  to  Alice,  who  had  been 
the  means  of  thus  unceremoniously  introducing  his 
Orace  into  the  presence  at  a  most  unsuitable  moment 
In  that  intriguing  Court,  it  had  not  been  the  first 
hne  that  the  Duke  had  ventured  to  enter  the  lists  of 
gallantry  in  rivalry  of  his  Sovereic^n,  which  made  the 
present  insult  the  more  intolerable.  His  purpose  of 
lying  concealed  in  these  private  apartments  was  ex- 
l>lained  by  the  exclamations  of  Alice  i  and  Charles, 
7  01  withstanding  the  placidity  of  his  disposition,  and 
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his  habitual  guard  over  his  passions,  resented  the  at* 
tempt  to  seduce  his  destined  mistreee,  as  an  Eutent 
Sultan  would  have  done  the  insolence  of  a  rioet; 
who  anticipated  his  intended  purchases  of  captin 
beauty  in  the  slave  market.  The  swarthy  featumof 
Charles  reddened,  and  the  strong  lines  on  ua  duk 
visage  seemed  to  become  inflated,  as  be  said,  in  i 
voice  which  faltered  with  passion,  **  Buckiafljbini 
you  dared  not  have  thus  insulted  your  eqaal!  Ti 
your  master  you  may  securely  oflerany  afliQiit,  am 
bis  rank  glues  his  sword  to  the  scabb^." 

The  haughty  Duke  did  not  brook  this  taQntnmp 
Bwered.  '  jMy  sword,"  he  said,  with  emphasis, "  wai 
never  in  the  scabbard,  when  your  Mi^jesty't  leniee 
reouired  it  should  be  ui^sheathed.^' 

"  Your  Grace  means,  when  its  serrice  was  nquiw 
for  its  master's  interest,"  said  the  King:  ''for  jm 
could  only  gain  the  coronet  of  a  Duke  by  DghiiMnr 
the  royal  crown.  But  it  is  over^  httxe  treatofjei 
aa  a  friend— a  companion— almost  an  eqoal— youhaie 
repaid  me  with  inaolenoe  and  ingratitude." 

^*  Sira"  anawersd  the  Duke,  firmly,  but  reiMet- 
fully,  "I  am  unhappy  in  your  diapleasuie;  yetin 
far  fortunate^  that  while  your  words  can  oobv 
hono*ir  they  cannot  impair  or  take  it  away.-Itf 
hard,"  he  added,  lowering  his  voice,  so  as  ooir  toH 
heard  by  the  King,— "It  is  hard  that  thcnualiofi 
peevish  wench  should  cancel  the  aerrices  qTm  loilf 
yean!"  ,^. 

"  It  ia  harder,"  said  the  KioA,  in  the  same  nbW 
tone,  which  both  preserved  through  the  rest  ofw 
conversation,  "  that  a  wench's  bright  eyes  a&  nail 
a  nobleman  forget  the  deoenciea  due  to  his  Sereiqpn 
privacy."  • 

"  May  I  preaume  to  ask  your  Hajeaty  whtt  deoeo* 
cies  are  thoae  T  aakl  the  Duke. 

Charies  bit  his  lip  to  keep  himadf  fron  mm 
"  Buckingham,"  he  said,  "  thia  ik  a  fooUahiMf"; 
and  we  must  not  forget,  (aa  we  have  naviirooBU 
that  wo  have  an  audience  to  witness  thisweBe,  lat 
should  walk  the  stage  with  digaity.  I  wiHikof  90 
your  fault  in  private."  « 

"It  is  enough  that  your  Majesty  has  baa  * 
pleased,  and  that  I  have  unhappily  been  the  oo» 
sion,"  said  the  Duke,  reverently;  "altbooRbjo^ 
ignorant  of  any  pinf>0Be  beyond  a  few  words  q(  9^ 
lantry ;  andl  sue  thus  low  for  your  Majesty's pswa. 

So  saying,  he  kneeled  gracefully,  down,  'i^ 
hast  it,  Geoige^"  sakl  the  placable  Prince.  1  boxie 
thou  wilt  be  aooner  tired  of  offending,  thaa  lot'W' 
giving."  _ 

"Long  may  yam  Majeaty  live  to  give  ib»  «wic^ 
with  which  It  ia  your  royal  pleasure  at  pretest  a 
charge  my  innocence,"  said  the  Duke.       .  ^   . 

"  What  mean  you  by  that,  my  loid  T  M  Chaite 
the  angry  shade  returning  to  his  brow  for  a  Dionm 

"Mv  Liege,'^  replied  the  Duke,  "you  are  too  hf 
nourable  to  deny  your  custom  of  ehooong  witkCopiri 
bird-bolts  in  other  men's  warrena.  lou  haw  ti« 
the  royal  right  of  free-feresby  over  every  maa  apui* 
It  is  hard  that  you  should  be  so  much  dit(Mm» 
hearing  a  chanee  arrow  whizz  near  your  owa  ptiA 

"No  more  on't,"  aakl  the  King;  "but  ktuiM 
where  the  dove  haa-harfooured." 

"  The  Helen  has  found  a  Paiia  while  we  w«e«a^ 
relting,"  replied  the  Duke,  ^     ,   j. 

*'  Rather  an  OrpheuBk"  aakl  the  King;  "wplr 
is  worse,  one  that  is  already  provided  with  %£iBtyam 
—She  is  clinging  to  the  fiddler."  ..,-  - 

''It  is  mere  inght,"  aaid  BuckinghanK '  like.^ 
cheater's,  when  he  crept  into  the  baas-riol  10  v» 
himself  finm  Sir  Dermont  O'Cleaver."      .     ,  _. 

"We  must  make  the  people  ahow  their tako^ 
aaid  the  King,  "and  stop  their  months  with  mm 
and  civility,  or  we  shall  nave  thia  foolish  eDCOVn 
over  half  the  town."  ,,   ,,.. 

The  King  then  approached  Julian,  and  desned  vm 
to  take  his  instrnraent,  and  cauae  his  female  ooia 
paiiion  to  perfi>rm  a  aaraband.  w  •  i,' 

"  I  had  already  the  honour  to  infom  your  "•J*?' 
said  Julian,  "  that  I  cannot  contribute  to  yop  Pjr 
sure  in  the  way  yon  command  nae:  and  that  tut 
young  person  ie"—^  /  „.     . 

"A  retainer  of  theLady  Powia,"  a^  theKuiAOpM 
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%4iofe  mind  things,  not  oonnootei!  with  bis  pleseyres 
mode  n  yery  slight  impression.  "  Poor  lady,  she  is  in 
trouble  nbout  the  lords  in  the  Tower." 

**  Purdon  me,  sir,"  y  id  Julian,  ^'  sheas  a  dependent 
of  the  Countess  of  D^by." 

**Tnie,  true,"  answered  Charles;  "it  is  indeed  of 
Lady  Derby,  who  hath  also  her  own  distresses  in 
these  times.  Do  you  know  who  tauE;ht  the  young 
person  to  dance  1  Some  of  her  steps  mightily  resem- 
ble Le  Jeune's  of  Paris." 

"Ipwsume  she  was  tanght  abroad,  sir,"  said  Ju- 
hcn ;  "  for  myselA  I  am  charged  with  some  weighty 
business  by  the  Countess,  which  I  would  willingly 
eomrounicate  to  your  Majesty."  * 

"  We  will  send  you  to  our  Secretary  of  State^"  said 
die  King.  **  But  this  dancing  envoy  will  oblige  us 
onoe  more,*  will  she  nbt  7— Empson,  now  that  I  re- 
member, it  was  to  your  pipe  that  sue  danced-— Strike 
ttpL  man,  and  put  metal  into  her  feet." 

Empson  began  to  play  a  well-known  measure; 
and,  as  he  had!^  threatened,  made  more  than  one  false 
note,  until  the  King,  whose  ear  was  very  accurate, 
lebaked  him  with,  Sirrah,  art  thou  drunk  at  this 
early  hour«  or  must  thou  too  be  jplayiog  thy  slippery 
nricka  with  me?  Thou  thinkest  thou  art  bom  to  beat 
time,  but  I  will  have  time  beat  into  thee." 

The  hint  was  sufAcient,  and,  Empson  took  good 
care  so  to  perform  his  air  as  to  merit  his  high  and 
deserved  reputation.  But  on  Fenella  it  made  not  ihe 
slightest  impression.  She  rather  leant  than  stood 
•gainst  the  wall  of  the  apartment ;  her  counte&ance 
89  pale  as  death,  her  arms  and  hands  banging  down 
as  if  stifTened,  and  her  existence  only  testiBed  by  the 
sobs  which  agitated  her  bosom,  and  the  tears  which 
flowed  from  her  half-closed«yes. 

**  A  plague  on  it,"  said  the  King,  *'  some  evil  spirit  is 
ibroad  this  morning ;  and-  the  wenches  are  all  be- 
witched, I  think.  Cheer  no,  my  girl.  What,  in  the 
devirs  name,  has  changed  thee  at  once  from  a  Nymph 
to  a  Niobe7  If  thou  standest  there  longer,  thou  wilt 
grow  to  the  very  marble  wall— Or-— oddsfish,  George, 
Have  you  been  hiid-bolting  in  this  quarter  also  ? 

Kre  Buckingham  could  answer  to  this  charge,  Julian 
•l^ain  kneeled  down  to  the  King,  and  prayed  to  be 
heard,  were  it  onlv  for  five  minutes.  "The  young 
woman,"  he  said,  had  been  long  in  atttendance  on 
the  Countess  of  Derby.  She  was  bereaved  of  the 
|b«ulcies  of  speech  and  hearing." 

''Oddsfish,  man,  and  dances  so  welll"  said  the 
Kine.  *'  Nay,  all  urcsham  College  shall  never  make 
tne  believe  that." 

**  I  would  have  thought  it  equally  impossible,  but 
for  what  I  to-day  witnessed,"  said  Julian  ;."but  only 
permit  me.  sir,  to  deliver  the  petition  of  my  lady  the 
Countess.'^  - 

"  And  who  art  thou  thyself  man?"  saia  the  Sove- 
revfcn  ;  **  for  though  every  thing  which  wears  bodice 
and  breast-knot  nas  a  right  to  speak  to  a  King,  and 
be  answered,  I  know  not  that  they  have  a  utle  to 
audience  through  an  envoy  extraordinary." 

*'  I  am  Julian  Peveril  or  Derbyshire,"  answered  the 
supplicant,  "  the  son  of  Sir  Gteofirey  Peveril  of  Mar- 
tinoale  Castle,  who"^— 

"  Body  of  me— the  old  Worcester  man  ?"  said  the 
King-  "Oddsfish,  I  remember  him  well— some  harm 
has  nappened  to  him,  I  think^Is  he  not  dead,  or  very 
sick  at  leastl" 

**Ill  at  eaM.  and  it  please  your  Majesty,  but  not  ill 
in  health.  He  has  been  imprisoned  on  account  of 
sieged  accession  to  this  Plot." 

"Look  you  there,"  said  the  King;  "I  knew  he  was 
M  trouble ;  and  yet  how  to  help  the  stout  old  Knight, 
lean  hardly  icU.  I  can  scarce  escape  suspicion  of 
the  F^ot  myself;  though  the  principal  object  of  it  is  to 
lake  away  my  own  life.  Were  I  to  stir  to  save  a  plot- 
Cr,  I  should  certainly  be  brought  in  as  an  accessory.— 
Buckin^am,  thou  hast  some  interest  with  those 
mho  buttt  this  fine  state  engine,  or  at  least  who  have 
Sriven  it  on— be  good-natured  for  once,  though  it  is 
Sarcely  thy  wont,  and  interfere  to  shelter  our  old 
Worcester  fiiend.  Sir  Godfrey.    You  have  not  forgot 

'     *  So^  sir,"  answered  the  Duke ;  "for  I  never  beard 
lamo  " 
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It  is  Sir  Geoffrey  his  Kaje^^y  would  say,**  said 
Julian. 

**  And  if  his  Majesty  did  say  Sir  Geoffrey,  Master 
Peveril.  1  cannot  see  of  what  use  I  can  be  to  your 
father,"  replied  the  Duke^  coldly.  "  He  is  accused  of 
a  Ifeavy  crime ;  and  a  Bntish  subject  so  accused,  can 
have  no  shelter  either  from  prince  or  peer,  but  must 
stand  to  the  award  ao-i  deliverance  of  God  and  his 
country.'* 

"Now,  Heaven  forEivethee  thy  hypocrisy,  Georga" 
said  the  King,  hastily.  '*!  would  rather  hear  the 
devil  preach  religion  than  thee  teach  patriotism.— 
Thou  knowest  as  well  as  I,  that  the  nation  is  in  a 
scarlet  fever  for  fear  of  the  poor  Catholics,  who  ara. 
not  two  men  to  five  hundred ;  and  that  the  public 
mind  iai  so  harrassed  with  new  narrations  of  con- 
spiracy, and  fresh  horrors  every  day,  that  people  hava 
as  little  real  sense  of  what  is  just  or  unjust,  as  men 
who  talk  in  their  sleep  of  what  is  sense  or  nonsense. 
I  have  borne,  and  borne  with  it— I  have  seen  blood 
flow  on  the  scaffold,  fearing  to  thwart  the  natk)n 
in  lis  fury— and  I  pray  to  Grod  that  I  or  mine  be  not 
called  on  to  answer  for  it.  I  will  no  longer  swim 
with  the  torrent,  which  honour  and  conscience  call 
upon  me  to  stem— I  will  act  the  part  of  a  Sovereigiii 
and  save  my  people  from  doing  injustice,  even  in  their 
own  despite." 

Charles  walked  hastily  up  and  down  the  room  as 
he  expressed  these  unwonted  sentiments,  with  eneray 
equally  unwonted.  After  a  momentary  pause,  m 
Duke  answered  him  gravely,  **  Spoken  like  a  Royal 
King,  sir:  but— pardon  me— not  Uke  a  King  of 
EnBiand." 

Charles  paused]  as  the  Duke  spoke,  beside  a  window 
which  looked- full  on  Whitehall,  and  his  eye  was  in* 
voluntarily  attracte4  by  the  fatal  window  of  the  Ban- 
queting House,  out  of  which  his  unhappy  father  was 
conducted  to  execution.  Charle&was  naturally,  or, 
more  properly,  constitutionally,  brave;  but  a  life  of  plea" 
sure,  together  with  the  habit  of  governing  his  course 
rather  by  what  was  expedient  than  by  what  was 
right,  rendered  him  unapt  to  dare  the  same  scene  ot 
danger  or  of  martyrdom,  which  had  closed  histatber'B 
life  and  reign ;  and  the  thought  came  over  his  half- 
formed  resolution,  like  the  rain  upon  a  kindling  beacon. 
In  another  man,  his  perplexity  would  have  seemed 
almost  ludicrous;  but  Charles  could  not  lose,  even 
under  these  circumstances,  the  dignity  and  grace 
which  were  as  natural  to  him  as  his  indifference  and 
his  good-humour.  "  Our  Council  roust  decide  in  this 
matter,"  he  said,  looking  to  the  Duke ;  "  and  be  as- 
sured, young  man,"  he  added,  addressing  JuliaOt 
**youT  father  shall  not  want  an  intercessor  in  his 
King,  so  far  as  the  laws  will  permit  my  interference  in 
his  behalf" 

Julian  was  about  to  reth-e,  when  Fenella,  with  a 
marked  look,  put  ifkto  his  hand  a  slip  of  paper,  on 

Shich  she  had  hastily  written,  *'The  packet— give 
m  the  packet." 

After  a  moment's  hesitation^  during  which  he  re- 
flected that  Fenella  was  fie  oigan  of  the  Countess's 
pleasure,  Julian  resolved  to  obey.  .  "Permit  me  then, 
Sire,"  he  said,  "to  place  in  your  royal  hands  this 
packet,  intrusted  to  me  by  the  Countess  of  Derby. 
The  letters  have  already  been  once  taken  from  me; 
and  I  have  little  hope  that  I  can  now  deliver  them  as 
they  are  addressed.  I  place  them,  therefore,  in  your 
royal  handa,  certain  that  they  will  evince  the  inno- 
cence of  the  writer." 

The  King  shook  his  head  as  he  took  the  packet 
reluctantly.  "It  is  no  safe  oflice  you  have  under- 
taken young  man.  A  messenger  has  sometimes  his 
throat  cut  for  the  sake  of  bis  despatches— But  give 
them  to  me;  and,  Chiffinch,  give  me  wax  and  a  taper." 
He  employed  himself  in  folding  the  Countess's  packet 
in  another  envelope.  "Buckingham,"  he  said,  "you 
are  evidence  that  I  do  not  read  them  till  the  Council 
shall  see  them." 

Buckingham  appcoached,  and  offered  his  services 
in  folding  the  parcel,  but  Charles  rejected  hie  assist* 
ance;  and  having  finished  his  task,  he  sealed  the 

Eacket  with  his  own  signet-ring.    The  Duke  bit  his 
p  and  retired. 
**  And  now,  young  man  "  saki  the  King;  **  your 
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errrand  ib  sped,  so  far  a»  it  can  »t  present  be  Sor- 
wardod.** 

Julian  bowed  deeply,  as  to  take  leave  at  these 
ifrords,  which  he  rijjnfly  interpreted  as  a  signal  for 
his  departure.  ^  Alice  Hrid^nonh  still  clun^  to  pis 
aim,  and  motioned  to  withdraw  alunj;  with  hiui. 
The  King  and  Buckingham  looked  at  each  other  in 
conscious  astonishment,  and  yet  not  without  a  desire 
to  smile,  so  strange  did  it  seem  to  them  that  a  prize, 
for  which,  an  instant  before,  they  bad  been  mutually 
contending,  should  thus  cGae  out  of  their  grasp,  or 
rather  be  borne  off  by  a  third  and  very  inferior  com- 
petitor. 

"Mistress  ChiflBnch,"  said  the  King,  with  a  hesita- 
tion which  he  could  not  dieguise.  "  I  nope  your  fair 
charge  is  not  about  to  leave  youT' 

"  Certainly  not,  your  Majestyi"  answered  Chiffincb. 
"Alkje,  my  love— >'ou  mic^take— that  OQposite  door 
leads  to  your  apartments.'^ 

"Pardon  me,  madam," 'Snsweml  Alice;  "I  have 
indeed  mistaken  my  road,  bot  it  was  when  I  came 
hither." 

"The  erratit  damozeL"  said  Buckingham,  looking 
9t  Charles  with  as  much  intelligence  as  etiquette  pjer- 
mitted  him  to  throw  into  his  eve,  and  then  turning 
it  towards  Alice,  as  she  still  held  by  Ju1ion*8  arm,  "is 
resolved  not  to  misuke  her  road  a  second  time.  She 
has  chosen  a  sufficient  guide." 
'  "  And  yet  stories  tell  that  such  guides  have  led 
maidens  astray."  said  the  King. 

Alice  blushed  deeply,  but  instantly  recovered  her 
composure  so  soon  as  she  saw  that  her  liberty  was 
Iflcclx  to  depend  upon  the  immediafe  exercise  of  re- 
solution. She  quitted,  from  a  sense  of  insulted  deli- 
oacy,  the  arm  of  Julian,  to  which  she  had  hitherto 
clur^;  but  as  she  spoke  she  continued  to  retain  a 
sligm  grasp  of  his  cloak.  "I  have  indeed  mistaken 
my  way  "  she  repeated,  still  addressing  Mistress  Chif- 
fincb, '^Dut  it  was  when  I  crossed  this  threshold. 
Theusage  to  which  I  have  been  exposed  in  your  house, 
has  determined  me  to  quit  it  instantly." 

**  I  will  not  permit  that,  my  young  mistress," 
answered  Chiffincb,  "until  your  uHcle,  who  placed 
you  under  my  care,  shall  relieve  me  of  the  charge  of 
you." 

"  I  will  answer  for  my  conduct,  both  to  my  uncle, 
and,  what  is  of  more  importance,  to  my  father."  said 
Alice.  "  You  most  permit  me  to  depart  madam ;  I 
am  free-born,  and  you  have  no  right  to  detain  me. 

"Pardon  me,  my  young  madam,"  said  Mistress 
Chiffincb,  "  I  have  anghi,  and  I  will  maintain  it  too." 

"I  will  know  that  before'  quitting  this  presence" 
said  Alice,  firmly ;  and,  advancing  a  step  or  two,  she 
dropped  on  her  knee  before  the  King.  "Your  Ma- 
jeetv,"  said  she, "  if  indeed  I  kneel  before  King  Charles, 
IS  the  father  of  your  subjects." 

*  Of  a  good  many  of  them,"  said  the  Diikeof  Buck- 
ingham, apart. 

^*I  demand  protection  of  you,  in  the  name  of  God, 
and  of  the  oath  your  Majestv  swore  when  you  placed 
on  your  head  the  crown  of  |pis  kingdom  !"^ 

•'You  have  my  protection,"  said  the  King,  a  little 
confused  by  an  appeal  so  unexpected  and  so  solemn. 
**  Do  but  remain  quiet  with  this  lady,  with  whom  your 
parents  have  placed  you;  neither  Buckingham  nor 
anv  one  else  shall  intrude  on  you." 

His  Majesty,"  added  Buckingham,  in  the  same 
tone^  and  speaking  from  the  restless  and  mischief- 
making  spirit  of  contradiction,  which  he  never  could 
restrain,  even  when  indulging;  it  was  most  contrary, 
iiot  only  to  propriety,  but  to  his  own  interest,— "  His 
Xajcstv  will  protect  you,  fair  lady,  from  all  intrusion, 
save  what  must  not  be  termed  such." 

Alice  darted  a  keen  look  on  the  Duke,  as  if  to  read 
his  meaning;  another  on  Charles,  to  know  whether 
ahe  had  guessed  it  rightly.  There  was  a  guilty  con- 
fession on  the  King's  brow,  which  confirmed  Alice's 
determination  to  depart.  "  Your  Majesty  will  forgive 
me,"  she  said;  "it  is  not  here  that  I  can  enjoy  the 
advantage  of  your  royal  protecti6n.  I  am  resolved 
^  leave  this  house.  If  I  am  detained,  it  must  be  by 
violence^  which  I  trust  no  one  a  are  offer  me  in  vour 
Xajosty^fl  presence  This  gentlemen,  whom  I  have 
kingkn«wa  will  conduct  me  to  my  friends." 
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metninka,"  said  the  King,  addressing  the  Duke  <w  ' 
Buckingham,  and  speaking  in  a  whisper;  "but  At 
must  go— 1  neither  will,  nor  dare,  atop  her  from  ie> 
turning  to  her  father." 

"  And  if  she  does,"  swore  the  Duke  iDiemallr,  **! 
would,  as  Sir  Andrew  saith,  I  might  never  tourii  te 
lady*s  hand."  And  stepping  back,  be  spoke  a  km 
words  with  Empson  the  musician,  who  lett  iheapaM^ 
mcnt  for  a  few  minutes,  and  presently  returned. 

The  King  seemed  irresolute  conceniing  the  pan  ht 
should  act  under  circumstances  so  peculiar.  To  kf 
foiled  in  a  gallant  intrigue,  was  to  subject  himarlf  la 
the  ridicule  of  his  gay- Court ;  to  permat  io  ii  by  aaf 
means  which  approached  to  constnoni,  would  ban 
been  tyrannical ;  and^  what  perhaps  he  might  jodg» 
as  severe  an  imputation,  it  would  bave  been  aab^ 
coming  a  gentleman.  "Upon  my  honour,  yoai^ 
lady,"  ne  said,  with  an  emphasis,  "you  have  aofkiqg 
to  fear  in  this  house.  But  it  is  improper,  for  your  own 
sake,  that  you  should  leave  it  in  this  aprupt  banner.  If 
you  will  have  the  fcoodness  to  wait  but  a  quarter  of  m 
hour,  Mistress  Chiffinch's  coach  will  be  placed  at  yw 
command,  to  transport  vou  where  yoa  wilL  Span 
yourself  the  ridicule,  and  me  the  pain,  of  attmgjm 
leave  the  house  of  one  of  my  serrants,  aa  if  you  wot 
escaping  from  a  prison." 

Tne  King  spoke  in  good-natured  ainoerity.  sal 
Alice  was  inclined  for  an  mstant  to  listen  to  Yum  adnoq 
but  recollecting  t(iat  she  had  to  search  lor  her  fii^ 
and  uncle,  or,  tailing  them.  lor  some  suitable  plact* 
secure  residence,  it  rushed  on  her  mind  that  the  i^ 
tendants  of  Mistress  Chiffincb  were  aot  fikdyl 
prove  trusty  guides  ot  assistants  in  sncfa  a  poipoa. 
Firmly  and  respectfully  she  announoed  her  pnipoia^l 
instant  departure.  She  needed  no  other  esoort,  akt 
said,  than  what  this  gentleman^  Maater  JuSao  Pbf»> 
ril.  ¥^0  was  well  known  to  her  father,  wouU  wiQiatdr 
afford  her;  nor  did  she  need  that  fiarthei;  lisa  nm 
ahe  had  reached  her  father's  residence. 

"Farewell,  then,  lady,  a  God*8  namef  sud  the  . 
King ;  "  I  am  sorry  so  much  beauty  shouU  be  vcdded  l 
to  so  many  shrewish  suspicions.— For  yoa,  HaifiBi  I 
PeveriK  I  should  have  thouaht  you  had  enongh  io  da  J 
with  your  own  afTaira,  without  interfering  whh  ihs  I 
humours  of  the  i[air  sex.  The  duty  of  condnctiDg  aB 
strayed  damsels  mto  the  right  path,  is,  aa  roattengi 
in  this  good  city,  rather  too  weiehty  aa  nndniakii 
for  your  youth  and  inexperience. 

Julian,  eager  to  conduct  Alice  safe  fkom  a  phei 
of  which  he  began  fully  to  appreciate  the  pml^ 
answered  nothing  to  this  taunt,  but  twwlof  rvw, 
ren  tly,  led  her  from  the  apartment.  Her  sodden  m, : 
pearance,  and  the  animated  scene  which  followed 
had  entirely  absorbed,  for  the  moment,  the  recoiled 
tionof  his  rather,  and  of  the  Countess  oif  Derbj;  umi 
while  the  dumb  attendant  of  the  latter  remained  il 
the  room,  a  silent,  and,  as  it  were,  stunned  spectatoi 
of  all  that  had  happened,  Peveril  had  become  in  the 
predominating  interest  of  Alioe*a  critical  sitoatiaiL 
totally  forgetlul  of  her  presence.  But  no  sooner  had 
he  left  the  room,  without  noticing  or  attendinfr  lo  ho^ 
thanFenelta,  starting,  as  from  a  tranoe,  drewnensK 
up,  and  looked  wildly  around,  like  one  waking  from  a 
dream,  aa  if  to  assure  herself  that  her  oompamon  wi^ 
gone,  and  gone  without  paying  the  slightest  attcniioft^ 
to  her.  She  folded  her  hands  together,  and  caat  hif 
eyes  upwards,  with  an  expression  of  eueh  agoiDy  aa 
explained  to  Charles  (as  he  thousht}  i^hat  pMsioliA 
ideas  were  passing  in  her  mind.  "This  Pevent  m% 
perfect  pattern  of  succe^ful  perfidy,'*  said  the  Kjag; 

he  has  not  only  nioceeded  at  first  sight  in  cacTriif 
off  this  Queen  of  the  Amazoiis,  hut  he  has  left  ns^I: 
think,  a  disconsolate  Ariadno  in  her  place.— Bat  ai  — 
not,  my  princess  of  pretty  movements,"  he  s 
addressing  himself  to  Fenelhi  r  "if  we  cannot  ( 
in  Bacchus  to  console  you,  we  will  commit  vou  to 
care  of  Empson,  who  shall  drink  with  Ijiher  /V 
for  a  thousand  pounds,  and  I  will  say  done  firat." 

As  the  King  spoke  these  words,  Fenella  nisL_ 
past  him  with  tier  wonted  rapidity  of.  step,  and.  unA' 
much  less  courtesy  than  was  due  to  the  royal  | 
presence,  hunted  down  stairs,  and  oat  c^  the  faoM^ 
without  attempting  to  open  any  communicatioQ  with 


Ou$  xxxa.] 


KVSmh  W  TUB  PCAi;. 


tM  Honafch.  He  saw  her  ahrapt  departure  with 
aiore  surprise  than  displeasure;  aod  presentlr  after- 
wards, bursdng  iaio  a  fit  of  laughter,  he  said  to  the 
Duke,  "Oddsnsh,  George,  this  young  spark  might 
tsach  the  best  of  us  how  to  manage  tSe  wenches.  I 
|ar«  had  my  own  experienoe,  but  I  could  never  yet 
wntrive  either  to  win  or  lose  them  with  so  little 

''Experience,  sir,"  replied  ihe  Duke,  "cannot  be 
lOQuired  without  years/^ 

Trua  Georee;  and  vou  would,  I  suppose,  in* 
ibwte,''  said  Charles.  **  that  the  gallant  who  aoquures 
I,  loses  as  much inyouth  as  he  gains  in  art?  i  defy 
fom  insinuation,  George.  Vou  cannot  overreach 
ppur  mailer,  old  as  you  >think  him,  either  in  love  or 
politics.  You  have  not  the  secret  pltmer  la  wmU 
ms  lajair&crier^  witness  this  morning's  work.  I 
fm  give  you  odds  at  all  games— ay.  aqoat  the  Malt, 
po,  if  thou  dareat  accept  my  chalieoge.— Chiffinch, 
rhat  for  dost  thou  convulse  thy  pretty  throat  and 
bee  with  sobbing  and  hatching  tears,  which  seem 
ttber  unwilling  to  make  their  appearance?" 

"It  i*  for  fear,"  whined  Chiffinch,  "that  yonr 

(idesty  should  thmk— that  you  should  expect" 

jThatl  should  expect  gratitude  from  a  cnurtier.  or- 
lith  from  a  woman  1"  answered  the  Kii 


Hth  fipom  a  woman  1"  answered  the  King,  patting 
in  at  the  same  time  under  the  chin,  to  make  her  raise 
■r  face— "  Tush !  chicken.  I  am  not  so  superfluous." 
."There  it  is  now,"  said  Chiffinch,  continuing  to 
00  the  more  bitterly,  as  she  felt  herself  unable  to 
ioduce  any  tear^;  "I  see  your  Majesty  is  determined 
^  lay  all  the  blame  on  me,  when  I  am  innocent  i^ 
n  unborn  bsbe—I  will  be  judged  by  his  Grade." 
*No  doubt,  no  doubt,  Chiffie,**^  said  the  King. 
'His  Grace  and  you  wifl  be  excellent  judges  in  each 
Ivor's  cause,  and  as  good  witneasos  in  each  othePs 
■four.  But  to  investigate  the  matter  impartially,  we 
nast  examine  our  evulence  apart.— My  Lord  Duke, 
re  meet  at  the  Mall  ,at  noon,  if  your  Grace  dare 
ecept  my  challenge."  * 
fii«  Grace  of  Buckingham  bowed,  and  retired. 

CHAPTER  XXXII. 
But  when  the  bullf  with  SManung  pace, 
Cocki  his  broad  hat,  edfad  round  with  nmidiM  laoe. 
Yield  not  the  wajr— iteff  hie  atruttinf  pride, 
▲ad  thnMt  hnn  to  the  nraddy  IfennePi  tide. 
Yet  nther  tieer  the  ehowerand  toiia  of  qmI, 
Tban  in  tlie  douhtfol  quarrel  riik  tbjr  bloodT 

Oat's  Trma, 
IfiTUAN  Pbvebil,  half-leading,  half-supporting  Alice 
■idgcnorth,  had  reached  the  middle  of^  St.  James's 
reet  ere  the  doiibt  occurred  to  him  which  way  they 
lOiitd  bend  their  course.  He  then  asked  Alice 
bither.  he  should  conduct  her,  and  learned  to  his 
iprise  and  embarrassment,  that,  far  from  knowing 
hero  her  father  was  to  be  mund,  she  had  no  certain 
Hiwledge  that  he  was  in  London,  and  only  hoped 
at  he  had  arrived,  from  the  e.Tpressions  which  ^he 
id.  used  at  parting.  ^  She  ifientioned  her  uncle 
llistian'a  address  but  it  was  with  doubt  and  hesita- 
»iL  arising  from  the  hands  in  which  he  had  already 
iced  her;  and  her  reluctance  to  go  again  under  his 
dtection  was  stronglv  confirmied  by  her  youthful 
iK{e,  when  a  few  words  had  established  to  his  con- 
etiOQ  the  identity  of  Ganlesse  and  Christian.— 
nat  then  was  to  be  done  7 

Alice,"  said  Julian,  after  a  moinent's  reflection, 
irou  must  seek  your  earliest  and  best  friend— I 
ean  nny  mother.  She  has  now  no  castle  in  which 
receive  you—she  has  but  a  miserable  lodging,  so 
HUT  the  jail  in  which  my  father  is  confined,  that  it 
ems  almost  a  cell  of  the  same  prison.  I  have  not 
m  her  since  myr  coming  hither :  but  thus  much 
ire  I  learned  by  inquiry.  We  will  now  go  to  her 
vtnnent;  such  as  it  is,  I  know  she  will  share  it 
m  one  so  innocent  and  so  unprotected  as  you 

"Gracious  Heaven!"  said  the  poor  girl,  "am  I 
m  so  totally  deserted,  that  I  must  throw  myself 
tthe  mercy  of  her  who.  of  all  the  world,  has  most 
■son  to  mum  me  from  her  7— Julian  can  you  advise 
«  to  this  7— Is  there  none  else  who  will  afford  me  a 
»  hours'  refuge,  till  I  can  hear  from  my  iather7—  I 


1ST 

No  other  protectress  but  her  whose  ruin  has,  I  foai*, 

been  accelerated  by ^Julian,  I  dare  not  appear 

before  your  mother  i  she  must  hate  me  for  my  family, 
and  despise  me  for  my  meanness.  To  be  a  second 
time  cast  on  her  protection,  wh^n  the  first  has  been 
80  evil  repaid— Julian,  I  dare  not  go  wilh  you  I" 

"She  has  never  ceased  to  love  you,  Alic!,"  said 
her  conductor,  whose  steps  she  continued  to  attend, 
even  while  declaring  her  resolution  not  to  go  witti 
him,  **she  never  felt  any  thing  but  kindness  towards 
you,  nay,  towards  your  father ;  for  though  his  deal-^ 
ings  with  us  have  been  harsh,  she  can  allow  much 
for  the  provocation  which  he  has  received.  Believe^ 
me,  witn  her  you  will  be  safe  as  with  a  mothcTT-per 
haps  may  be  the  means  of  reconciling  the  divisions 
by  which  we  have  suffered  so  much." 

"Might  God  grant  it!"  said  Alice.  "Yet-  how 
shall  I  fiice  your  mother!  And  will  she  be  able  to 
protect  roe  against  these  powerful  men— agamst  my 
uncle  Christian  1  Alas,  that  I  must  caH  him  mf 
worst  enemy  !'J 

"  She  has  the  ascendency  which  honour  hath  over 
infamy,  and  virtue  over  vice,"  said  Julian}  "iind  to 
no  human  power  but  your  father's  will  she  resign  yo% 
if  you  consent  to  choose  her  for  your  iirotectresB. 
Come,  then,  with  me,  AHce ;  and" 

Julian  was  intenvpted  by  someone,  who^  laying  an 
unceremonious  hold  of  his  cloak,  puUed  it  with  so 
much  force  as  compelled  him  to  stop  and  lay  his  hand 
on  his  sword.  He  turned  at  the  same  time,  and| 
when  he  turned,  beheld  Fenella.  The  cheek  of  th« 
mute  glowed  like  fire ;  her  eyes  sparkled,  and  her  IiM 
were  forcibly  drawn  together,  as  if  she  had  diffiGnlty 
to  repress  those  wild  screams  which  usually  attended 
her  agonies  of  pasmon,  and  which,  uttered  in  the  open 
street,  must  instantly  have  collected  a  crowd.  As  it 
was,  her  appearance  was  so  singular,  and  her  emotion 
so  evident,  that  men  gazed  as  they  bame  on,  and 
looked  back  after  they  had  passed,  at  the  singulaf 
vivacity  of  her  gestures;  while,  hokling  Peveril's 
cloak  with  one  hand,  she  made,  with  the  other,  th# 
most  eager  and  imperk>us  signs  that  he  should  leavis 
Alice  Bndgenonh  and  follow  her. ,  She  touched  the 
plume  in  her  bonnet,  to  remind  him  of  the  Earl— 

Eoinred  to  her  heart,  to  intimate  the  Countess— raisea 
er  closed  hand,  as  if  to  command  him  in  their  nttkm 
—and  next  moment  folded  both,  as  if  to  supplicata 
him  in  her  own;  whifo,  pointing  to  Alice  with  an  ex<* 
pression-at  once  of  «ngiT  and  scornful  derision,  sh« 
waved  her  hand  repeatedly  and  disdainfully,  to  inn- 
mate  that  I^everil  ought  to  cast  her  off,  as  something 
undeserving  his  protection. 

Frightened,  she  knew  not  why,  at  these  wild  ges* 
tures,  Alice  ching  closer  to  Julianas  arm  than  she  had 
at  first  dared  to  do ;  and  this  mark  of  confidence  in 
his  protection  seemed  to  increase  the  passion  of 
Penella. 

Julian  was  dreadfully  embarrassed;  his  situation 
was  sufficiently  precarious,  even  before  Penella's  un- 
governable passions  threatened  to  ruin  the  only  plan 
witich  he  had  been  able  to  suggest  What  she 
wanted  with  him— how  far  the  fate  of  the  Earl  and 
Countess  mi^t  depend  on  his  following  her,  he  could 
not  even  conjecture ;  but  be  the  call  how  peremptory 
soever,  he  resolved  not  to  comply  with  it  until  he  haa 
seen  Alice  plaoed  in  safety.  In  the  mean  time,  he 
determined  not  to  lose  sight  of  Fenella ;  and  disrs- 
^ding  her  repeated,  disdainful,  and  impetuous  re* 
jectioQ  of  the  hand  which  he  offered  her,  he  at  length 
seemed  so  fai  to  have  soothed  her,  that  she  seiz^ 
upon  his  right  arm,  and,  as  if  despairing  of  his  fol- 
lowing her  path,  appeared  reconciled  to  attend  him 
on  that  which  he  himself  should  choose. 

ThuBi  with  a  youthful  female  clinging  to  each  arm, 
and  both  remarkably  calculated  to  attract  the  publie. 
eye,  though  from  very  different  reasons,  Julian  re- 
solved to  make  the  shortest  road  to  the  water-side^ 
and  there  to  take  boat  for  Blackfriars,  as  the  neares* 
point  of  landing  to  Newgate,  where  he  concluded 
that  Lance  had  already  announced  hi^  arrival  in 
London  to  Sir  Geoffrey,  then  inhabiting  that  dismal 
r^on,  and  ,to  his  lady,  who,  so  far  as  the  jailoi'a 
rigour  permitted,  shared  and  softened  his  imDrison^  * 
ment  v  i 
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Julianas  embarrassmem  in  paasing  Charing-Cross   (roublesonte  ^air  of  attendants  endeavoam! 
and  Northumberland-Houae  was  so  great  as  to  excite  '  "  -    .   «    • 


the  attention  of  the  passengBra ;  for  ne  had  to  com- 
pose his  stepa  so  as  to  moderate  the  unequal  and 
npid  pace  of  FeneDa  to  the  timid  and  faint  progress 
of  his  left-hand  companion ;  and  while  it  would  nave 
been  needless  to  address  himself  to  the  former,  who 
could  not  comprehend  him,  he  dared  not  speak  him- 
self to  Alice,  &r  fear  of  awakening  into  frenzy  the 
•  jealousjr,  or  at  least  the  impatience,  of  Fenella. 

Many  pasaeneers  looked  at  them  with  wonder,  and 
some  with  smiles;  but  Julian  remarked  that  there 
were  two  who  never  lost  eight  of  them,  and  to  whom 
his  situation,  and  the  demeanour  of  his  companions, 
seemed  to  afford  matter  of  undisguised  merrunent. 
These  were  young  men,  such  as  may  be  seen  in  the 
same  precincts  in  the  present  day,  allowing  lor  the 
difference  in  the  fashion  of  theur  apparel.     They 

3 bounded  in  periwig,  and  fluttered  with  many  uun- 
red  yaids  of  riband,  disposed  in  bow-knots  upon  their 
s'^ves,  their  breeches,  and  their  waistcoats,  in  the 
very  extremity  of  the  existing  mpde.  ^  A  quantity  of 
lace  and  embroidery  made  their  habits  rather  fine 
than  tasteful.  In  a  word,  they  were  dressed  in  that 
caricature  of  the  fashion,  which  sometimes  denotes  a 
hare-brajned  man  of  quality  who  has  a  mind  to  be 
distinguished  as  a  fop  of  the  first  order,  but  is  much 
more  frequently  the  disguise  of  those  who  desire  to 
be  esteemed  men  of  rank  on  account  of  their  dress, 
having  no  other  pretension  to  the  distinction. 

These  two  gallants  passed  Peveril  more  than  once, 
linked  arm  in  arm,  then  sauntered,  so  as  to  oblige 
him  to  pass  them  in  turn,  laufi;hing  and  whiaoering 
during  these  manoBuvres— stanng  oroadly  at  PevcrU 
and  his  female  companions— ana  afibrding  them,  as 
they  came  into  contact,  none  of  those  laciUties  of 
giving  place,  which  are  required  on  such  occasions 
by  the  ordinary  rules  of  the  pav6. 

Peveril  did  not  immediately  observe  their  imp>erti- 
nence;  but  when  it  was  too  gross  to  escape  his 
notice,  his  gall  began  to  arise :  and  in  addition  to  all 
the  other  embarrassments  of  his  situation,  he  had  to 
combat  the  longing  desire  which  he  felt  to  cudgel 
handsomely  the  two  coxcombs  who  seemed  thus  de- 
teimined  on  insulting  him.  Patience  and  sufferance 
were  indeed  strongly  imposed  on  him  by  circumstan- 
ces ;  but  at  length  it  became  scarcely  possible  to  oh* 
serve  their  dictates  any  longer. 

When,  for  the  third  time,  Julian  found  himself 
obliged,  with  his  companions,  to  pass  this  trouble- 
some brace  of  fops,  they  kept  walking  close  behind 
him,  speaking  so  loud  as  to  be  heard,  and  in  a  tone  of 
perfect  indifference  whether  he  listened  to  them  or  not^ 

'*This  is  bumpkin's  best  luck,"  said  the  taller  of 
the  two,  (who  was  indeed  a  man  of  remarkable  size.) 
alluding  to  the  plainness  of  Peveril's  dress,  which 
was  scarce  fit  for  the  streetsof  London— ^  Two  such 
fine  wenches,  and  imder  guard  of  a  gray  frock  and 
sn  oaken  riding-rod !" 

"  Nay.  Puritan's  luckirather,  and  more  than  enough 
of  it,"  said  his  companion.  "  You  may  read  Puritan 
in  his  pace  and  in  his  patience." 

"Right  as  a  pint  bumper,  Tom,"  said  his  friend— 
"  Issachar  is  an  ass  that  stoopeth  between  two  bur- 
dens." 

"  I  have  a  mmd  to  ease  long-eared  Laurence  of  one 
of  his  encumbrances,"  said  the  shorter  fellow.  "  Tho  t 
black-eyed  sparkler  k^ks  as  if  she  had  a  mind  to 
lun  away  from  him." 

"Ay,"  answered  the  toller,  "and  the  blue-eyed 
trembler  looks  as  if  she  would  fall  behind  into  my 
loving  arms." 

,  At  these  words,  Alice,  holding  still  closer  by  Peve- 
fil's  arm  than  formerly,  mended  hSr  pace  almost  to 
running,  in  order  to  escape  from  men  whose  language 
was  so  alarming ;  and  Fenella  walked  hastily  forward 
in  the  same  manner,  having  perhaps  caught  from  the 
men's  gestures  and  demeanour,  that  apprehension 
which  Alice  had  taken  from  their  language. 

Fearful  of  the  consequences  of  a  fray  in  the  streets, 
which  must  necessarily  separate  him  from  these 
unprotected  females,  Peveril,  endeavoured  to  com- 
;iound  betwixt ,  the  prudence  necessary  for  their  pro- 
l«ctk>n  and  his  own  rising  resentment ;  aqd  as  this 


pass  them  close  to  Hungerford  Stairs,  he  said  I* 
tnem,  with  Constrained  calmness,  **  GenileuMB,  I 
owe  you  sornething  for  the  attention  you  km 
bestowed  on  Aie  affairs  of  a  stranger.  If  yoo  bit 
any  pretension  to  the  name  I  havegiTen  you,  yoa  vi 
tell  me  where  you  are  to  be  found." 

"And  with  what  purpose,"  saki  the  taller  cf  ii 
two,  snecringly,  "does  your  most  rustic  gravis, « 
your  most  grave  rusticity,  require  of  us  au«ai  mfira^ 
Hon  7"  i 

So  saying,  they,  both  fiioed  aboat,  m  sixrh  m  ■»  , 
ner  as  to  make  it  imposnblefor  JoHain  to  advancBiif  ' 
fkrthcr. 

"  Make  for  the  stairs.  Alice,*'  be  sakl  i  **I  wiE  U 
¥nth  you  in  an  instant."  Then  fireeing  htnweif  «idl 
difficult/  from  the  grasp  of  his  compsnioiiai)  he  oA 
his  cloak  hastily  round  his  \ett  arm,  and  said,  soenli; 
to  his  opponents.  "  IVill  you  give  me  voar  names^  sis; 
or  will  you  be  pleased  to  make  way?" 

"  Not  till  we  know  for  whom  we  are  to  sire  filaoc^* 
said  one  of  them. 

"  For  one  who  will  else  teach  yon  what  yoaM 
.Mjtood  manners,"  said  Peveril,  and  adTaace^Af 
to  push  betw^n  them. 

They  separated,  but  one  of  them  stretched  fciiVa 
foot  before  Peveni,  as  if  he  meant  to  trip  faiai.  Ill 
blood  of  his  aocestois  was  already  boiKng  wnhiBlk 
he  struck  the  man  in  the  face  with  the  oakea  m 
which  he  had  just  sneered  at,  and  throvrioK  jtte 
him,  instantly  unsheathed  his  sword.  BaAM 
others  drew,  and  t>u8hed,at  once;  but  he  eaisfelii 
poin  t  of  the  one  rapier  in  bis  cloak,  and  joinied  theste 
thrust  with  his  own  weapon.  He  might  have  hM 
less  lucky  in  the  second  close,  but  a  cr^  mmm  , 
among  the  watermen,  of  "  Shame,  shame !  two  ^pa  : 
one  P* 

"  They  are  men  of  the  Duke  of  L ^  __ 

said  one  fellow—"  there's  no  safe  meddiag 
them." 

"  They  may  be  the  devil's  men,  if  Act  w^" 
an  ancient  Triton,  flourishing  his  snctchci-,  *^  _ 
say  fair  play,  and  old  England  for  ever ;  and  I  \ 
knock  the  gdld-laced  puppies  down,  unless  th 
fight  turn-about  with  gray  jerkin,  Iflce  honest  f 
one  down  t'other  come  on.'^ 

The  lower  orders  of  London  have  in  all  times  I 
remarkable  fir  the  delight  which  they  have  ta' 
club-law,  or  fist-law;  and  for  the  eqnitv  and  i_ 
tiality  with  which  they  see  it  administered.  The  i 
science  of  defence  was  .then  so  generally  ka 
that  a  bout  at  single  rapier  excited  at  that  vt 
much  interest  and  as  little  wonder  as  a  boxingn 
in  our  own  days.    The  bystanders,  expends 
such  affrays,  presently  formed  a  ring,  within 
Peveril  and  the  taller  and  more  forward  of  his  l_ 
onists  were  soon  engaged  in  close  combat  withi 
swords,  whilst  the  other,  overawed  by  the  i 
was  prevented  from  interfering. 

"Well  done  the  tall  fellow  r-"Well  throst.  I 
legs!"— "Huzza  for  two  ells  and  a  quarter!** 
the  sounds  with  which  the  fray  was  at  first  ^ 

for  Peverils  opponent  not  only  showed  gmc , 

and  skill  in  fence,  but  had  also  a  decided  advaai 
from  the  anxiety  with  which  Julian  looked  a 
Alice  Bridgenorth ;  the  care  for  whose  safety  dr 
him  in  the  beginning  of  the  onset  from  that ' 
he  ought  to  have  exclusively  bestowed  on  the  du^ 
of  his  life.    A  slight  flesh-wound  in  the  skle  at  ^ 
punished,  and  warned   him  of,  his   inadr^r   * 
when,  turning  his  whole  thoughts  on  the  biusiz. 
which  he  was  engaged,  and  animated  wiib 
against  his  impertinent  in truder,ihe  rencontre  «p._ 
began  to  assume  another  face,  amidst  criesof  *^ 
done,  gray  >rkin  !"— "  Try  the  metal  of  !:»«»  . 
doublet !"— '^  Finely  thrust !"— "  Curiously  i 
—"There  went  another  eyelet-hole  to  hs  1 
ierkinl"-'' Fairly  pinked,  by  G-^l"    In  __ 
last  exclamauon  was  uttered  amid  n  general 
applause  accompanying  a  snccessfiti  and  < 
lounge  by  which  Peveni  ran  his  gigantir  t 
through  the  body.    He  boked  at  his  proetrat 
n moment;  then,  recovering  himself,  called  f 
know  what  had  become  of  the  ladr. 


?^  XXXII.1 


jnEvntH*  OF  THK  ntf. 


lever  mind  the  le^  if  you  be  wiM"  mmI  one  of 
raiermeDi  "the  Constable  will  be  nereui  an 
nL  ril  give  your  honour  a  cast  acioas  the  water 
moment  It  may  be  ae  much  ae  your  neck's 
lu  Shall  only  charge  a  Jacobus." 
Tou  be  d-^  r  said  one  of  his  rivals  In  profession. . 
your  father  was  before  you ;  for  k  Jacobus,  I'll 
le  gentleman  into  Alsatia,  where  neither  bailiff 
enstable.dare  trespa9i&," 

pe  laHv,  you  scoundrels,  the  lady  T  exclaimed 
S--"  Where  is  the  lad  vr 
U  cam  your  honour  where  you  shall  have  enough 
lies,  11  that  be  your  want,'^  said  the  old  Tricon; 
(s  he  spoke,  the  clamour. amongst  the  watermen 
wnewedt  each  hoping  to  cut  his  own  profit  out 
I  emergency  of  Jufian  s  situation. 
,  sculler.  Will  be  least  suspected,  your  honour, ' 
Hie  feUow. 

,pair  of  oars  wil>  carry  yon  throogh  the  water 
i  wild  duck,"  said  another. 
tet  vou  have  got  never  a  tilt,  brother,"  said  a 
»'     Now  I  Clin  put  the  gentleman  as  snog  as  if 
ve  under  hatches.'* 

the  midst  of  the  oaths  and  damour  attending 
iquatic  controversy  for  his  custom,  Peveril  at 
h  made  them  understand  that  he  would  beatow 
obus,  not  on  him  whose  boat  was  first  oars,  but 
boiaaoever  should  iaibrm  him  of  the  fate  of  the 

if  which  ladyT'  said  a  sharp  fellow  i  "ior,  to 

Pt,  there  was  a  pair  on  them." 
h,  of  both,"  answered  Peveril i  "but  first, 
haired  lady  r* 
that  was  she  that  shrieked  so  when  gold- 
mpanion  handed  her  into  No.  30." 
what— wh6  dated  to  hand  her?"  exclaimed 

Uy,  master,  you  have  heard  enough  of  my  tale 
Mta  fee,''  said  the  waterman, 
lordid  rascal  f*  said  Peveril,  giving  him  a  gold 
!» **  speak  out,  orFlI  run  my  sword  through  you  1" 
ror  the  matter  of  that,  master,"  answered  the 
w^  ^  not  while  I  can  handle  this  trunnion— but  a 
pui  B  a  bargain ;  and  so  Til  tell  Vou;  for  your  gold 
%t  that  the  comrade  of  the  fellow  forced  one  of 
'  wencheajier  with  the  fair  hair,  will  she  nUl  she, 
Tickling  Tom*s  wherry :  and  they  are  far  enough 
Tiames  by  this  time,  with  wind  and  tide." 
Sacred  Heaven,  and  I  stand  herel'*  exclaimed 
in.  / 

Vhy,  that  is  because  your  honour  will  not  take  a 

Toil  are  right,  my  fiiend— a  boat— a  boat  in- 
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jIIow  me.  then^  squire.— Her^  Tom,  bear  a 
H^ihe  gentleman  is  our  fare." 
loiley  of  water  language  was  exchanged  betwixt 
Bccessful  candidate  for  Peveril's  custom  and  his 
jpointed  brethren,  which  concluded  by  the  an- 
.  Triton  B  bellowing  out,  in  a  tone  above  them 
that  thegiuitlenian  was  in  a  fair  way  to  make  a 
|D  to  the  isle  of  gulls,  for  that  sly  Jack  was  only 
sriog  him— No.  90  had  lowed  for  Vork-Build- 

{b  the  isle  of  gallows,"  cried  another:  "for  here 
B  one  who  will  mar  his  trip  up  Thamea,  and 
^  him  down  to  Execution-Dock." 
Ihet,  ae  he  spoke  the  word,  a  constable,  with 
^or  foarof  hia  assistants,  armed  with  the  old- 
•ned  brown-bills,  which  were  still  used  for  srm- 
Bose  guardians  of  the  peace,  cut  off  our  hero's 
m  progress  to  the  waters  edge,  by  arresting  him 
is  long's  name.  To  attempt  resistance  wpuld 
been  madneea,  as  he  was  surrounded  on  all 
>S  80  Peveril  was  disarmed,  and  carried  before 
jearest  Justice  of  the  Peace,  for  examinatkni  and 
Bittal. 

•  legal  sage  before  whom  Julian  was  takeii.  was 
b  very  honest  in  his  intentions,  very  bounded  in 
Ideate,  and  rather  timid  in  his  disposition.  Be- 
tbe  general  alarm  given  to  England,  and  to  the 
(if  London  in  particular,  by  the  notable  discovery 
M  Popish  Plot.  Master  Maulstatute  had  taken 
M  and  undiBUirUI  pride  and  pleasure  in  thedis- 


charge  of  his  daUea  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  with 
the  exercise  of  all  its  Inmoranr  privileges  and  awfiu 
authority.  But  the  Buirder  of  Sir  Edmondsbury  Gk)d- 
fx^  had  made  a  atrong,  nay,  an  indelible  impreaeion 
on  his  mindi  and  he  walked  the  Courts  of  Themis 
with  fear  and  trembling  after  that  memorable  and 
melaneholy  event. 

Having  a  high  idea  of  his  oAcial  importance,  add 
rather  an  exalted  notion  of  his  personal  consequence, 
his  honour  saw  nothing  from  that  time  but  cords  and 
daggers  before  his  eyea  and  sever  stepped  out  of  hi* 
own  house,  which  ne  fortified,  and  in  some  messure 
garrisoned,  with  half,  a  dozen  tall  watchmen  and 
constables,  without  seeing  himself  watched  by  a  Pa- 
pist in  disguise,  with  a  drawn  aword  under  hia  cloak. 
It  was  ieven  whispered,  that,  in  the  agonies  of  his 
foars,  the  wonhipfiil  Master  Maulstatute  mistook  the 
kitchen-wench  with  a  tinder-box,  for  a  Jesuit  with  a 
pistol }  but  if  any  one  dared  to  laugh  at  such  an  error, 
AC  would  have  done  well  to  conceal  his  mirth,  lest 
ne  fell  under  the  heavy  inculpationof  being  a  baaterer 
and  stifler  of  the  Plot— a  crime  almost  as  deep  as  that 
of  beinff  himself  a  plotter..  In  foe t,  the  fean  of  the 
honest  Justice,  however  ridiculously  exorbitant,  were 
kept  so  much  m  countenance  by  the  outcry  of  the 
day,  and  the  general  nervous  fover  which  afflicted 
every  good  Protestant,  that  Master  Maulstatute  was 
accounted  the  bolder  man  and  the  better  magistrate^ 
while,  under  the  terror  of  the  air-drawn  dagger  which 
fancy  placed  continually  before  his  eyes,  he  continued 
to  dole  forth  justip^  in  tht,  recessee  of  his  private  cham- 
ber, nay,  occasionally  to  attend  Quarter-sessiooa. 
when  the  hall  was  gi^erded  by  a  sufficient  body  of 
the  militia*  Such  was  the  wight,  at  whose  door,  well 
chained  and  doubly  bolted,  the  constable  who  had 
Julian  in  custody  now  gave  his  important  and  w^i- 
known  knock. 

Notwithstanding  this  ofiicial  signal,  the  party  was 
not  admitted  until  the  clerk,  who  acted  the  part  of 
high-.warder,  had  reconnoitred  them  through  a  grated 
wtcket ;  for  who  could  say  whether  the  Papists  might 
not  have  made  themselves  roaster  of  Master  Consta* 
ble's  sign,  and  have  prepared  s  pseudo  watch  to  burst 
in  and  murder  the  Justice,  under  pretence  of  bringing 
a  eriminal  before  him  7— Lees  hopeful  projects' had 
figured  in  the  Narrative  of  the  Popish  Plot. 

AU  being  found  right,  the  key  was  turned,  the  bolts 
were  drawn,  and  the  chain  unbooked,  so  as  to  permit 
entrance  to  the  constable,  the  prisoner,  and  the  as- 
sistants; and  the  door  was  then  as  niddenly  shut 
against  the  wimesse^  who,  a«  less  mistvrortny  per- 
sons, were  requested  (through  the  wicket)  to  remain 
in  the  yard,  until  they  should  be  called  m  their  re- 
spective turns. 

Had  Julian  been  inchned  for  mirth,  as  was  far  from 
being  the  case,  he  must  have  smiled  at  the  incon- 
gruity of  the  clerk's  apparel,  who  had  belted  over  his 
black  buckram  suit  a  buff  baldric,  sustaining  a  broad- 
sword, and  a  pair  of  huge  horse-pistols  \  and.  instead 
ot  the  low  fiat  hat,  which,  coming  in  place  of  the  city 
capk  completed  the  drees  of  a  scrivener,  had  plaoea 
on  his  greasy  locks  a  rusted  steel  cap,  which  had  seen 
Manton-m.oor ;  across  which  projected  his  well-UBed 
quill,  in  the  guise  of  a  plume— the  shape  of  the  morion 
not  admitting  of  its  being  amck,  as  usual,  bebmd 
his  ear. 

This  whimsical  figure  conducted  tfaecpnatable^his 
assistants,  and  the  prisoner,  into  the  loW  hall,  where 
his  principal  dealt  forth  justice:  who  presented  an 
appearance  still  more  singular  than  that  of  his  de- 
pendant. ,      ,       

Sundry  good  Protestants,  who  thought  so  higUy 
of  themselves  as  to  suppose  they  were  worthy  to  be 
distinguished  as  objects  of  Catholic  cruelty,  had  taken 
to  defoisive  arms  on  the  occasion.  But  it  was  quickly 
found  that  a  breast-plate  and  back-plate  of  proof, 
fastened  tcwether  with  iron  clasps^  was  no  convenient 
enclosure  wr  a  man  who  meant  to  eat  venison  snd 
custard ;  and  that  a  bufl^<H>at,  or  shirt  of  inail,  >vaa 
scarcely  more  accommodating  to  the  exeruona  ne- 
cessary on  such  active  occasions.  Besides,  there  • 
were  other  objection^  as  the  alarming  and  menacing 
aspects  which  such  warlike  habiliments  gave  to  the 
Exchan^  and  other  places,  where  merchants  \ 
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.io  Qongreffate}  and  etcoriatknM  were  bitteriy  eofn- 
ptainedof  bjr  many,  who,  not  belonging  to  the  artillery 
company,  or  trained  bands,  had  no  eiperience  in 
bearnig  defensive  armour. 

T»  obviate  these  objections,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
to  secure  the  persons  of  at)  true  Protestant  citizens 
aAainst  open  force  or  privy  assasainations  on  the  part 
(tf  the  Piipists,  some  Ingenioos  artist,  belonging,  we 
mav  presume,  to  the  worsbipfiil  Mercers*  Company, 
had  contrived  a  species  of  armour,  of  which  neither 
Ihe  horse-armory  in  the  Tower,  nor  Gwvnnap*s 
€k>thic  Hall,  no,  nor  Dr.  Meyridc's  invaluable  col- 
lection of  ancient  arms,  has  preserved  any  spednien. 
It  was  called  silk  armour,*  being  composed  of  a 
doublet  and  breeches  of  qniltcd  silk,  so  dosel/  stitched, 
and  of  such  thickn^  as  to  be  proof  agsmst  either 
bullet  or  steel  $  while  a  thick  bonnet  of  the  same 
materials,  with  ear-fiaps  attached  to  it,  and,  on  the 
whole,  much  resembling  a  night-oaiJ,  completed  the 
equipment,  and  ascertained  the  security  of  the  wearer 
from  the  head  to  the  knee. 

Master  Maulstatute,  among  other  worthy  citizen^ 
had  adopted  this  singular  panoply,  which  bad  the 
advantage  of  being  soft,  and  warm,  and  flexible,  as 
well  as  safe.  Anahe  now  sat  in  his  judicial  elbow- 
chair— a  short,  rotund  figure,  hung  roundi  as  it  were, 
with  cushions,  for  such  was  the  appearance  of  the 
quilted  garments ;  and  with  a  nose  protruded  tmxn 
under  the  silken  casque,  the  size  of  which,  together 
with  the  unwicldiness  of  the  whole  figure^  gav^  his 
worship  no  indifferent  resemblance  to  the  si^  of  the 
Hog  in  Armour,  which  was  considerably  improved 
by  the  defensive  garment  being  of  a  duskv  orange- 
oolou^,  not  altogether  unlike  the  hue  of  those  half- 
wild  swine  which  are  to  b«  found  in  the  forests  of 
Hampshire. 

Secure  in  these  invulnerable  envelopements,  his 
worship  had  rested  content,  although  severed  from 
his  own  death-doing  weapons,  of  rapier,  poniard,  and 

Sistols,  which  were  placed,  nevertheless,  at  no  great 
fstance  from  his  chair.  One  offensive  implement, 
indeed,  he  thought  it  prudent  to  keep  on  the  table 
beside  his  huge  Coke  upon  Lvttleton.  This  was  a 
sort  of  i)ocket-flail,  consisting  or  a  piece  of  strong  ash, 
about  eighteen  mches  long,  to  which  was  attached  a 
swinging  club  of  /t|rntcm-t)ito,  nearly  twice  as  long' 
as  the  handle,  but  jomied  so  as  to  be  easily  folded  up. 
This  instrument,  which  bore  at  that  time  the  singular 
name  of  the  Protestant  flail,  might  be  concealed  under 
the  coat,  until  circumstances  demanded  its  pubUc 
appearance.  A  better  preca^twn  against  surprise 
than  his  arms,  whether  oflenave  or  defensive,  was  a 
strong  iron  grating,  which  crossing  the  room  m  front 
of  the  Justice's  table^  and  communicating  by  a  grated 
door,  which  was  usually  kept  locked,  effectually  eepa- 
rated  the  accused  party  from  his  Judge. 
Justice  Maulstatute,  such  as  we  have  desctibed 

*  RonrNorth tim m a ridioDloua daeriptioB df then  wir* 
like  tMbilimeota,  when  talking  of  the  Whir  Club  in  Fuller** 
Rents.  "  The  conventatlon  and  ordinary  dwooune  of  the  club 
was  ehiefly  on  Uie  subject  of  braverr  io  defending  tlie  cause  of 
liberty  and  property,  and  what  every  Protestant  Bngtishman 
ottfht  to  veauire  and  do,  rather  than  be  OTemui  with  Popery 
and  slavery.  There  was  much  recommendation  of  silk  annour, 
Uid  the  prudence  of  being  provided  With  it,  atainst  the  time 
that  Protestant*  were  to  be  maamered  *,  and  aeeordlnf  ly  there 
wen  abundance  of  these  silken  bucks,  breasts,  and  pots,  (i.'s. 
bead  i>i6oee,)  made  and  sold,  whieh  were  pteimded  to  be  pntol 
proof,  in  whiel^  any  man  dressed  up  was  as  safe  as  in  a  house  j 
fbr  it  was  impoesible  any  one  eould  go  to  strike  hire  fbr  lauvh- 
iiiff,  00  ridicuTous  was  the  flnire.  as  they  say,  of  hops  in  armour-' 
an  miaice  of  derision  ineennblebutto  the  view,  as  I  have  had  it, 
Cviz.  that  jnone  can  imaffine  without  seeinf  it,  as  I  have.)  This 
was  araiour  of  dofeaco,  but  our  sparks  ware  not  altocether  so 
tame  as  to  carry  their  provisions  no  ftrther ;  for  truly  they 
MHended  to  be  assailants  upon  Aiir  ooca»ion,  and  had  for  that 
end  reooannended  to  them  a  oertoin  poeket  weapon,  which,  for 
its  design  and  eflkacy,  had  the  honour  to  be  called  a  ProtesUot 
(niil.  It  was  fur  street  and  crowd  work,  and  the  instrument 
lurking  ptrdue  in  a  coat-pocket,  might  readily  sally  out  to  exe- 
dutlon,  and  by,  clearing  a  great  hall,  piazaa,  or  so,  carry  an  dee- 
tlon.  by  a  choice  way  of  poll  log,  called  '  knocking  down.*  The 
haodio  resembled  a  fkrriet**  blood-atick,  and  the  fall  was  joined 
to  the  end  bv  a  stroqg  nervous  ligetore,  Uiat  in  its  swing  fell 
short  of  the  hand,  and  was  made  of  Uipnm-vUB.  or  ratlier,  as 
the  poet  termed  it,  «wr<ls."— fnswii,  p.  ir* 

This  last  weapon  will  remind  the  reader  of  the  blood^stick  so 
rruelly  utied,  as  was  alleged,  in  a  murder  committed  in  England 
seme  yean  ago,  and  for  a  participation  in  whieh  two  penons 
wem  Irfed^a  aeqwitted  at  tl»  Msiaes  of  antuan  isn. 
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him,  choiw  to  bear  ^e  aoeoMtioD  d  the  witnessei 
before  caHing  on  Peveril  for  his  defence.  Hiedctti 
of  the  affray  wae  brieflv  giTen  by  the  bystaiiden^  asd 
seemed  deadly  to  touch  the  apint  of  the  e«ini«atflr. 
He  shook  his  silken  casque  emphaticaLlly,  wfaea  li 
understood  that,  after  some  langtiage  betwixt  ihi 
parties,  which  the  witnesses  did  not  quite  undentnd. 
the  young  man  in  custody  struck  the  first  bfew.  tu 
drew  his  sword  before  the  wounded  psity  hsd  «•>  i 
sheathed  his  weapon.  Again  be  sbook  bis  eiesied  ' 
head  yet  more  solemnly,  when  ihe  result  of  the  eta* 
flict  was  known:  and  yet  again,  whea  one  of  ibe 
witnesses  declared,  Ithat,  to  the  best  of  bis  knowlo^ 
the  Boflerer  in  tbe  fray  was  a  gentieraan  belonm* 
the  boosehold  of  his  Grace  tbe  Duke  of  Bucking  i 

"  A  worthy  peer,"  quoth  the  armed  magistnie  I 
"a  erne  Protestant,  and  a  fHend  to  his  cooa^r  | 
Mercy  on  us,  to  what  a  height  of  audacity  hath  m 
age  arisen  I    We  sM  well,  and  could,  were  «• « 
blind  as  a  mole,  out  of  what  quiver  tbiiB  abaft  M 
been  drawn  V* 

He  then  put  on  his  spectadea,  and  hsTing  kmd 
Julian  to  be  brought  forward,  be  glared  mm  la 
awfully  with  thorn  giaien  eyes,  from  under  uitirii 
of  his  qnilted  tuiban. 

.  **  So  young,"  be  said,  "and  so  hardened-iaA^ 
day  I—and  a  Papiat,  IMl  watrant." 

Peveril  had  time  enpfwh  to  reeoQect  the  neii^ 
of  his  being  at  large,  if  he  could  possibly  obttSP 
freedom,  and  interposed  here  a  dvil  coDtiatbcHltf 
his  worship's  gracious  supposition.  **  He  wsfl 
Catbolio,"  he  ssid,  "  but  an  linworthy  neateM 
Church  of  England." 

**PeHiaM  but  a  lukewarm  PRrtestsat,  Mmk 
standing,"  said  the  sage  Justicej  **  there  an  te 
amongst  as  who  tide  tantivy  to  Romcv  sni  hev»  d-  | 
ready  made  out  half  the  journey— ahem  f 

Peveril  disowned  his  being  any  such. 

;'  And  who  art  thou,  then  1"  aaid  the  Jaiiee;  "ftr* 
fVtend,  to  tell  you  plainly,  I  like  not  foar  vsiefr- 
ahem!" 

Theae  short  and  emphatic  oonglis  wcr  sooob- 
panied  each  by  a  suocinct  nod.  intimadngthepertefll 
conviction  of  the  speaker  that  he  had  made  1»  *^^ 
the  wisest,  and  the  most  acute  obsertatioa,  ef 
the  premises  admitted. 

Julian,  irritated  by  the  whole  dreumafanoes  sf- 
detention,  answered  the  Justice^s  ihterrogaDOB  I 
rather  a  lofty  tone.    **  My  name  is  Julian  Pever3f 

"Now,  Heaven  be  around  ua!"  aaid  the  vm 
Justice—*'  tbe  son  of  that  black-hearted  I^pist 
traitor,  Sir  Geoffrey  Peveril,  now  in  banda,  aiid 
verge  of  trial  r' 

^'^How.  sir!"  exclaimed  Julisn,  forgetting  his  •■ 
tion,  and,  stepping  forward  to  the  gretiiiig^  wiit 
violence  which  made  the  bars  clatter,  be  00  stami 
the  oppalled' Justice,  that,  snatching  bia  Pnxciui 
flail,  Master  Maulstatute  aimed  a  blow  atfaispiiseai 
to  repel  what  he  apprehended  was  a  preoiediiaa 
attack.  But  whether  it  was  owing  to  tbe  Jnsti 
hurry  of  mind,  or  inezt)elteitce  in  maimgnig  tbe  w 
pon,  he  not  only  nnracd  his  aim,  but  broctght 
swinging  part  or  the  machine  roubd  Us  own  A 
with  such  a  severe  counter-bufi|  as  oompfetdy  to 
the  efficacy  of  his  cushioned  helmet,  and,  in  aailL  _. 
its  defence,  to  convey  a  stunntng  sensation,  which  I 
rather  hastily  imputed  to  the  oonaeqnenoe  of  a ' 
received  from  Peveril. 

His  assistants  did  not  indeed  directly  cmdiiaa 
opinion  which  the-  Jtistice  had  ao  unwasrszA. 
adopted  %  but  eO  with  one  yoice  agreed,  that,  baftl 
then-  own  active  and  instantaneous  intenkianoe^  ''^ 
was  no  knowing  what  mischief  might  hs^o 
done  by  a  peraon  so  dangerous  as  the  priooner. 
general  opinion  that  he  meant  to  proceed  is 
matter  of  his  own  rescue^  par  wU  du/oitt  was  isL 
so  deeoly  imj^ressed  on  all  present,  that  JiiBas  I 
it  would  be  in  vain  to  ofler  any  defence^  cs^anii 
being  but  too  conscious  that  the  alarming,  nod  " 
bably  the  fhtal  consequences  of  his  renoonm 
the  bully,  rendered  his  commitment  ioevimbla.' 
contented  himself  with  askinginto  what  prison  he 
to  be  thrown ;  and  when  the  formidable  word  K 
gate  was  ratomed  as  fidl  answer,  bahad  at  Isast 
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Itftiiftction  to  reflect,  that;  stem  and  dangierouK  a* 
vas  the  shelter  of  (hat  nx>f,  he  should  at  least  enjoy 
It  in  compony  with  his  father ;  and  that,  by  some 
means  ot  other,  thoy  might  perhaps  obtain  the  satis- 
hetion  of  a  melancholy  meeting  under  the  circum- 
stances of  mutual  calamity,  which  seemed  impeodidg 
»vdr  their  house.  ' 

Assuming  the  virtue  of  more  t>Vtience  than  he  actn- 
uty  possessed,  Julian  gave  the  magistrate,  (to  whom 
iH  the  mildness  of  his  demeanour  could  not,  however, 
reconcile  him,)  the  direction  to  the  house  where  he 
odged,  together  with  a  request  that  hte  servant.  Lance 
)utram,  might  be  permitted  to  send  him  his  money 
kod  wearing  apparel;  adding,  that  all  which  might  be 
p  hi>  possession,  either  oi  arms  or  writings,— the 
brmer  amounting  to  a  pair  of  travelling  pistols,  and 
he  last  to  a  few  memoranda  of  little  consequence,  he 
villiogly  consented  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the 
hagistrate.  It  was  in  that  moment  that  he  enter- 
tined,  with  sincere  satisfaction,  (he  comforting  re- 
lection,  that  the  important  papers  of  Lady  uerby 
vere  already  in  the  possession  of  the  Sovereign* 

The  Justice  promised  attention  to  his  requests; 
m  reminded  him,  with  g^reat  dignity,  that  his  preseitt 
omplacent  and  submissive  behaviour  ought,  for  his 
mn  saka  to  have  been  adopted  from  the  oeginning, 
Ustead  01  disturfoinjg  the  presence  of  magistracy  with 
loch  atrocious  marks  of  the  malignant,  rebellious,  and 
horderous  spirit  of  Popery,  as  he  had  at  nrst  exhibited. 
*Yet,"  he  said,  **as  he  was  a  goodly  young  man,  and 
if  honourable  quality,*  he  would  not  suffer  him  to  be 
tragged  tlirougn  the  streets  as  a  felon,  but  h$d  ordered 
i  coach  for  his  accommodation." 
^is  honour,  Master  Maulstatute,  uttered  the  w«rd 
ncpach"  with  the  importance  of  one,  who,  as  Dr. 
Nbnson  saith  of  later  date,  is  consdoas  of  the  dig- 
apy  of  putting  horses  to  his  chariot.  The  worshipml 
■aster  .Maulstatute  did  not,  however,  on  this  occa- 
Non.  do  Julian  the  honour  of  voking  to  his  huge 
hnmy  caroche  the  two  "frampal  jades,"  (tu  use  the 
erm  of  that  period,)  which  were  wont  to  dras;  that 
irk  to  the  meeting-bouse  of  purc<and  precious  Master 
f{ow!agla89  0n  a  Thursday's  evening  for  lecture,  and 
m  a  Sunday  for  a  four-hours*  sermon.  He  had  re- 
rotiroe  to  a  leathern  convenien.ce,  then  more  rare,  but 
list  introduccxl,  with  everyproapect  of  the  great  facility 
vhich  has  since  been  afforded  by  hackney  coaches, 
0  all  mannerofcommunication,  honest  and  dishonest, 
tgal  and  ill^al.  Oiir  friend  Ju!ian,  hitherto  much 
iiore  accustomed  to  the  saddle  than  to  any  other  con- 
reyanoe,  soon  found  /iimself  in  a  hackney  carriage, 
^itli  the  constable  and  two  assistants  for  his  com- 
panions, armed  up  to  the  teeth— the  port  of  destination 
king,  as  they  had  already  intimated,  the  ancient  foz 
pem  of  Newgate. 


CHAPTER  XXXIII. 

'TIS  the  black  b«n-dof  of  oar  jail-Pray  look  on  hixn^ 
Ba<  at  a  Wary  dittanoe— routs  hitn  not— 
!       Ua  bay*  not  till  ha  worriea. 

Tke  BUck  Dog  ^  Niwgaia. 

The  coach  stopped  before  those  tremendous  gates, 
Wiich  resemble  those  of  Tartarus,  save  only  that  they 
lather  more  frequently  permit  safe  and  honourable 
i)p«8s:  akhough  at  the  price  of  the  same  anxiety 
nad  iab9ur  with  which  Hercules,  and  one  or  two  of 
fte  demi-gods,  extricated  themselves  fro^yi  the  hell  of 
me  ancient  mythology,  and  sometimes,  it^s -said,  by 
the  assistance  of  the  golden  boughs. 

Julian  stepped. out  of  .the  vehicle,  carefully  sup- 
ported on  cither  side  by  his  oompaniona,  and  also  by 
|ne  or  two  turnkeys,  whom  tha  first  summons  of  the 
me  deop  bell  at  the  gate  had  called  to  their  aftsistance. 
ffhat  attention,  it  may  be  guessed,  was  not  bestowed 
iVst  he  should  make  a  false  step,  so  much  as  for  fear 
jW  his  attempting  an  escape,  of  which  he  had  no  iu- 
.tentions.  A  few  prentices  and  straggling  boys  of  the 
neighbouring  market,  which  derived  constdcrablo  (id- 
Vintage  from  increase  of  custom,  in  consequence  of 
ij-e  numerous  committals  on  account  of  the  Popish 
riot,  and  who  ihw^fore  were  xealoua  Protestants,  • 
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saluted  him  on  his  descent  with  jubilee  shouts  o^ 

'I'V^oop,  Papist  1  whoop,  Papist !  1) rn  to  tho 

Pope,  and  all  his  adherents  2" 

Under  such  auspices,  Peveril  was  ushered  in  he- 
neath  that  gloomy  gateway,  Where  so  many  bid  adieu 
on  their  entrance  at  once  to  honour  and  to  life.  Tha 
dark  and  dismal  arch  under  which  he  soon  found 
himself;  opened  upon  a  lame  court-yard,  where  a 
number  ordebtors  were  employed  in  playing  at  hand- 
ball, pitch-and-toss,  hustle-cap,  and  other  games ;  for 
which  relaxations  the  rigour  of  their  creditors  afibrded 
them  full  leisure,  while  it  debarred  them  the  means  of 
pursuing  the  honest  labour  by  which  thev  might  have 
redeemed  their  affairs,  and  maintained  their  starving 
and  begigared  families.  , 

But  with  this  careless  aod  desperate  group  Julias 
was  not  to  be  numbered,  being  led,  or  rather  forced 
by  his  conductors,  into  a  low  arch^  door,  which, 
carefully  secured  by  bolts  and  bars,  opened  for  his 
reception  on  one  side  of  the  archway^  and  closed,  with 
all  its  fastenings,  the  moment  after  his  hasty  entranca 
He  was  then  conducted  along  two  or  three  gloorfiy 
passages,  which,  where  they  intersected  each  other, 
were  guarded  by  as  many  strong  wickets,  one  of  u-on 
grates,  and  the  others  of  stout  oak,  clenched  with 
plates,  and  studded  with  nails  of  the  same  metal.  He 
was  not  allowed  to  pau3e  until  he  found  himself  hur- 
ried into  a  little  round  vaulted  room,^  which  several  of 
these  passages  opened  into,  and  which  seemedr  with 
respect  to  toe  laoyrinth  through  part  of  which  he  had 
passed,  to  resemole  the  central  point  of  a  spider's 
web,  in  which  the  main  lines  of  that  reptiles'  curioua 
maze  are  always  found  to  terminate. 

The  resemblance  did  not  end  here :  for  in  this  small 
vaulted  apartment,  the  walls  of  which  were  hung 
round  wiiti  musketoons,  pistols,  cutlasses,  and  other 
weapons,  as  well  as  with  many  sets  of  f(^tters  andirons 
of  differept  construction,  ail  disposed  in  great  order, 
and  ready  for  employment,  a  person  sat.  who  misht 
not  unaptly  be  compared  to  a  huge  bloated  and  bottled* 
spider,  placed  there  to  secure  the  prey  which  had 
(bllen  into  his  toils. 

This  official  had  originally  been  a  very  strong  and 
square-  built  man,  of  large  size,  but  was  now  so  over- 
grown, from  over-feeding,  perhaps,  and  want  of  ex- 
ercise, as  to  bear  the  same  resemblance  to  his  former 
self  which  a  stall-fed  ox  still  retains  to  a  wild  bull 
The  look  of  no  man  is  so  inauspicious  as  a  fat  ihnn, 
upon  whose  features  ill-nature  has  marked  an  habit- 
ual stamp.  He  seems  to  have  reversed  the  old  pro- 
verb of  '  laugh  and  be  fat,"  and  to  have  thriven  under 
the  influence  of  th«  worst  afTections  of  the  mind. 
Passionate  we  can  allow  a  jolly  mortal  to  be :  but  it 
seems  unnatural  to  his  goodly  case  to  be  sulky  and 
brutal.  Now,  this  man's  features,  surly  and  tailow- 
coloured  ;  his  limbs  swelled  aod  diaproportioned  ;  bis 
huge  paunch  and  unwieldy  carcass,  suggested  the- 
idea,  that,  having  once  found  his  way  info' this  cen- 
tral recess,  he  had  there  battened,  like  the  veasel  ui 
the  fabje,  and*fed  large  and  foully,  until  he  had  be* 
come  incapable  of  retreating  through  any  of  the 
narrow  paths  that  terminated  at  his  cell ;  and  was 
thus  compelled  to  remain,  like  a  toad  under  the  cold 
stone,  fattening  amid  thestiualid  airs  of  the  dungeoim 
by  which  he  was  surrounded,  which  would  have 
proved  pestiferous  to  any  other  than  such  a  congenial 
inhabitant.  Huge  iron-cIasped  books  lay  before  this 
ominous  specimen  of  pitiguitude— the  records  of  the 
realm  of  misery,  in  which  office  he  officiated  as  prime 
minister;  and  had  Peveril  come  thither  as  an  uncon- 
cerned visiter,  his  heart  would  have  sunk  within  him 
at  considering  the  mass  of  human  wretchedness  which 
must  needs  be  registered  in  these  fatal  volumes.  But 
his  own  distresses  sat  too  heavy  on  his  mind  to  permit 
any  general  reflections  of  this  nature. 

The  constable  and  this  bulky  ofRcial  whieroered 
together,  after  the  former  had  deliverwl  to  the  latter 
the  warrant  of  Julian's  cummiiment.  The  word 
tphispered  is  not  quite  accurate,  for  their  communi- 
cation was  carried  on  les^?  bv  words  than  by  looks 
and  expressive  signs;  by  which,  in  all  such  situa- 
tions, men  learn  to  supply  the  use  Of  langunf^et  «nd 
to  add  mystery  to  what  is  In  itself  sufficiently  terrible 
to  the  captive,    lae.ouly  Words  which  cuuld  bs 
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beard  were  tboM  of  the  Warden,  oj[^  as  he  was  called 
then,  the  Captain  of  the  Jail,  "  Another  bird  to  the 
cagef 
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Who  will  whistle  '  Pretty  Pope  of  Rome,'  with 
any  starling  in  yoor  Knightfs  ward,"  answered  the 

constable,  with  a  facetious  air,  checked,  however,  by    

the  due  respect  to  the  superior  presence  in  which  he   keepers,  my  boy— the  bail  for  good  behavioar,  sv 


The  Grim  Feature  relaxed  into  something  like  a 
smile  as  he  heard  the  officer's  observation ;  but  in- 
stantly composing  himself  v)to  the  stern  solemnity 
which  for  an  instant  had  been  disturbed,  he  looked 
fiercely  at  his  new  guest,  and  pronounced,  with  an 
awful  and  emphatic,  yet  rather  an  under-voice,  the 
single  and  impressive  word  "  Cfamish!'* 

Jalian  Peveril  replied  with  assumed  composure  i  for 
he  had  heard  of  tho  customs  of  such  places,  and  was 
resolved  to  comply  with  them,  so  as  it  possible  to  ob- 
tain the  favour  of  seeing  his  father,  which  he  shrewdly 
guessed  must  depend  on  his  gratifying  the  avarice  of 
the  keeper.  "I  am  quite  ready,"  he  said,  "  to  accede 
to  the  customs  of  the  place  in  which  I  unhappily  find 
myself.  You  have  but  to  name  your  demands,  and  1 
will  satisfy  them." 

So  saying,  he  drew  out  his  purse,  thinking  himself 
at  the  same  time  fortunate  that- he  had  retained  about 
him  a  considerable  sum  of  gold.  The  Captain  re- 
marked its  width,  depth,  its  extension  and  depression, 
with'an  involuntary  smile,  which  had  scarce  contorted 
his  hanging  under-lip,  and  the  wiry  and  greamr  mus- 
tache which  thatched  the  upper,  when  it  was  checked 
by  the  recollection  that  there  were  regulations  which 
set  bounds  to  his  rapacity,  and  prevented  hjm  from 
pouncing  on  his  prey  like  a  kite,  and  swooping  it  all 
off  at  once. 

This  chillinc  reflection  produced  the  following  sul- 
len reply  to  Peveril  :—'*  There  were  sundry  rates. 
Gentlemen  must  choose  for  themselves.  He  asked 
nothing  but  his  fees.  But  civility,"  he  muttered, 
'''must  be  paid  for." 

"  And  shall,  if  I  can  have  it  for  payment,"  saki  Pe- 
veril :  "  but  the  price,  my  good  sir,  the  price?" 

'*  He  spoke  with  some  degree  of  scorn,  which  he 
was  the  less  anxious  to  repress,  thot  he  saw,  eren  in 
this  jail;  his  purse /(a  ve  him  an  indirect  but  powerful 
influence  over  his  jniler. 

The  Captain  seemed  to  feel  the  same;  for,  as  he 
apoke,  he  plucked  from  his  head,  almost  involun- 
tarily^ a  sort  of  walded  fur-cap,  which  served  it  for 
eovenn^  But  his  Angers  revolting  fl-om  bo  unusual 
an  act  of  complaisance,  b^n  to  indemnify  them- 
selves by  scratching  his  gnzzlv  shock-head,  as  he 
muttered,  in  a  tone  resombling  the  softened  ^wling 
of  a  mastiff  when  he  has  ceased  to  bay  the  intruder 
stao  shows  no  fcar  of  him,— "There  are  diflercnt 
rates.  There  is  the  Little  Ease,  for  common  fees  of 
the  crown— rather  dark,  and  the  common-sewer  runs 
'oelpw  it ;  and  some  gentlemen  object  to  the  com- 
pany, who  are  chiefly  padders  and  michers.  Then 
the  Master's  side— the  garnish  came  to  one  piece— 
and  none  lay  stowed  there  but  who  were  in  for  mur- 
der at  the  least." 

"  Name  your  highest  price,  sir,  and  take  it,"  was 
Julian's  concise  reply. 

"  Three  piecr-s  for  the  Knight's  vrard,"  answered 
%he  eovernor  of  this  terrestrial  Tartarus. 

"Take  five  and  place  me  with  Sir  Geoffrey,"  was 
again  Julian's  answer,  throwing  down  the  money 
upon  the  desk  before  him. 

"Sir  Geoffrey?— Hum !— ay,  Sir  Geoffrey,"  said 
the  jniler,  as  if  meditating  what  he  ought  to  do. 
"  Wtill,  many  a  man  has  paid  money  to  see  Sir 
Geoffrey— Scarce  so  much  as  you  have  though.  But 
then  you  are  like  to  see  the  last  on  him.— Ha,  ha, 
ha!" 

These  broken  tnuttered  exclamatbos,  which  termi- 
tiated  with  a  laugh  somewhat  like  the  joyous  growl 
of  a  tiger  over  his  meal,  Julian  could  not  comprehend ; 
and  only  replied  to  by  repeating  his  request  to  be 
placed  in  the  same  cell  with  Sn*  Geoffrey. 

•*Ay,  master,"  said  the  jailer,  "never  fear;  I'll  keep 
word  with  5'0i:  as  you  seem  to  know' something  of 
what  belong  to  your  station  and  mine.  And  hark 
V6t  Jem  Clink  wiU  fetch  you  the  darbies.' 


"Derby!"  intem<pted  JGdHin»— "Has  theEaii«f 

Countesff' .     . 

*  Earl  or  Countess!— Ha,  ha,  ha!"  again  laoaiied, 
rather  growled,  the  warden.    "  What  is  yoor  neia 


or  rather  I, , .-.  r.„       v  ♦^'    i     * 

running  on  1    You  are  a  high  fellow,  belike ;  but  afl 
is  one  here.    The  darbies  are  the  fedocks— the  fist- 


can  adJ  you  a  steel  nightcap,  and  a  curioua  boson- 
friend  to  keep  you  warm  of  a  winter  night  But  doo^t 
be  disheartened ;  you  have  behsved  genteel ;  aodyn 
shall  not  be  pu(  upon.  And  as  ibr  this  here  mattet; 
ten  to  one  it  will  turn  oat  chance-medley,  or  mao- 
slaughter,  at  the  worst  oo't;  and  then  it  is  bat  i 
singed  thumb  instead  of  a  twisted  neck — alwajs  if 
there  be  no  Papistry  about  it,  for  then  I  wanaat 
nothing. — Take  the  gentleman's  worship  a«f|, 
Clink.^  .  ,  ^  ,     ,  , 

A  turnkey,  who  was  one  of  the  VtTty  that  m 
ushered  Peveril  into  the  presence  ot  this  Ceibcra^ 
now  conveyed  him  out  in  silence ;  and.  under  kii 
guidance,  the  prisoner  was  carried  throiiBh  a  seeoal 
labyrinth  of  passages  with  cells  opening  on  eacha^ 
to  that  which  was  destined  for  his  leoepiioii. 

On  the  road  through  this  sad  region,  the  nnk^ 
more  than  once  ejaculated,  "Why.  the  gentkna 
must  be  stark-mad !  Could  have  had  the  best  cam 
cell  to  himself  for  less  than  half  the  garnish, « 
must  pav  double  to  pie  in  with  Sir  Geoffrey  iHk 
ha!— lirl^ir  Geofirey  akin  to  yoti,  if  onae  may  b^ 
free  to  ask  7"  ,_       ^  ... 

"  I  am  Ufa  son,"  answered  Peveril,  sternly,  ib  lt$$ 
to  impose  some  curb  on  the  fellow's  inpoiiiMDOH 
but  the  man  only  laughed  louder  than  bgoie. 

"  His  son !— Why.  that's  best  of  att— Why,  jos  «■ 

a  strappmg  youth ^five  feet  ten,  if  yoo  he  aa  lacfc- 

and  Sir  Geoffrey's  son !— Ha,  ha,  ha !" 

"Truce  with  your  impertinence,"  said  Joota.  "Jlf 
situation  gives  you  no  title  to  insult  roe.'"     . 

"No  more  I  do,"  said  the  tumkevj  sawihering  rai 
mirth  at  the  recollection,  perhaps,  that  the  prwoaert 
purse  was  not  exhausted.  **  I  only  XwoAk,  becaasa 
you  said  you  were  Sir  Geoffrey's  ison.  Bni  no  matter 
—'tis  a  wise  child  that  knows  his  own  ^.ther.  Ada 
here  is  Sir  Geoffrey's  cell ;  so  you  and  be  may  setae 
the  fatherhood  between  toil"    , 

So  saying,  he  ushered  his  prisoner  into  a  e». « 
rather  a  strong  room  of  the  better  Older,  in  ww 
there  were  four  chairs,  a  truckle-bed,  and  one  ortv 
other  articles  of  furniture.  .        ,       • 

Julian  looked  eagerly  around  for  hie  father;  WJ 
his  surprise  the  room  appeamd  totally  empty.  ■ 
turned  with  anger  on  the  turnkey,  and  charged  m 
with  misleading  him  j  but  the  fellow  answered, J^ 
no,  master ;  I  have  kept  faith  with  you.  Tour  fin 
If  yoo  call  him  S0|  is  only  tappiced  ni  some  ooroer.  i 
small  hole  will  hide  him ;  but  I'll  rouse  him  oisj» 
sently  for  you.— Here,  hoicks !— 'Him  out.  Sir  G* 
freyl— Here  is— Ha,  ha,  hal^your  son— oryonrw*! 
son— for  I  think  you  can  have  but  little  share  is  faai 
—come  to  wait  on  you."  . 

Peveril  knew  not  how  to  resent  the  man's  bhs- 
lence ;  and  mdeed  his  anxietv,'  and  apptehgnajos  <f 
some  strange  mistake,  mingled  with,  and  m  — ^^ 
degree  neutralized,  his  anger,   fie  looked. 


agaih,  around  and  arGund!^the  room;  until^at  fcsj^ 
he  became  aware  of  something  rolled  iro  m  a  dn 
corner,  which  rather  resembled  a  arnaU  handlacp 
crimson  cloth  than  any  living  creature.  At  the  ~ 
feration  of  the  turnkey,  however,  the  object, 
to  acquire  fife  and  motion— uncoiled  itself  u 
degree,  and.  after  an  effort  or  two,  gained  an 
posture;  still  covered. from  top  to  toe  with  the  i 
son  drapery  in  which  it  was  at  first  wrapped.  Jl 
at  the  first  glance,  imagined  from  the  size  that  he 
a  child  of  five  years  oId{  but  a  shrill  and  pecnoav 
of  voice  soon  assured  him  of  his  mistaken 

"Warder."  said  this  unearthly  sound,  "wkaf  9 
meaning  of  this  disturbance  1  Bave  yon  more  ma 
to  heap  on  the  head  of  one  who  hath  ever  bees 
butt  or  fortune's  malice  7  But  I  have  a  sou]  that 4 
wrestle  with  all  my  misfortunes;  it  is  as  large  as 
of  your  bodies,"  ^      .,  . .   ,     , 

**  Way,  Sir  Geoffrey,  if  this  be  the  way  yos 
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iolkfl  linow  your  own  ways  best.  .    .  ,^ .    , 

."Mv  lonr  axciviiMd  Um  Uttl»  figure.    "Audsr 

*'HerB  istonMfUranas  iiiituk«rV  Mid  Pcvtfili  in  tbe 
ttmebretth.    ^J  Bought  Sir  Gsoffiey" ' 

.  •'And  you  have  h*m  bd^  you,  yaijnff^mitB,"  said 
tbe  pigmy  tenant  of  the  oalL  wilA  anur  of  dignitv  i  at 
the  same  lime  eaisting  on  U^  floor  his  cnmson  oloak, 
aiMi,«ttindAns  before  them  in  his  fuU  dignity  of  three 
feet  tti  inchae  of  height  "  I  who  was  the  mvoured 
ssryaot  of  ihree  eiipceMive  SoveieiflMof  the  OfOMm 
ef  Kngland,  am  new  the  tenant  of  una  dengepni  and 
the  sport  of  its  brutal  kc0i»enu .  2  am  Sv  Geoffrey 
Httdsen/' 

iultsnt  tlKNigh  he  had.  never  before  seen  thif  }vn* 
mrtent  personage,  liad  no  diffieuUy  m  rscogni8»ogi 
from  descrintiegt  the  eelehtated  dwarf  of  Heorietiii 
Tjii^pB^  who  bad  eiifvtvod  the  dangare  of  civU  war  and 
priYatequaReL'-thepitirder<MwiB  royal  master.  Cnnrlee 
1,  and  toeeaile  ef  his  widow-Ho  fall  upon  evil  longuBs 
and  evil  days,  amidsc  tbe  unsfiajriig  acensationa  cen« 
jneted  with  the  Popkib  Plot;  He  bowed  4o  the  «n* 
nappy  old  man,- and  nastened  teevplain  te  bim»  and 
to  toe  turnkey,  th^  it  was  Sir  Geoffrey  Pevcfil,  of 
Maitindale  Caelle  m  X>erbyifaire,  wheeepriaon  be  bad 
BMired  to  shartL  ■ 

'* You  ■houldhave  said  that  before  yeu parted  witli 
Ibe  fgeki-iUisL  my  nmstai;''  •oetnarsd  the  tarnkey; 
"for  t'other  Sir  taee0iwr«  thnt  is  ibe  big,  talU  graiTr 
bairegd  n)^n«  was  sent  to  lbs  Tower  last  nighu  and 
H^ Captain  witt  thitik  be haekept  his  W»rd  weUeoew 
jruh  yeu,  bv  lodging  yen  witk  this  here  Sir  Geoffipsy 
Hudson,  who  MAkeMUef  abow  ef  the  t^o." 
1  '*  I  pray  yen  my  to  year  meeter«f  *  eakl  Peveri) ;  "  e»> 
■ain  tbemistakei.aiidiaylobimlbsgtoheesntto 
In  Tower." 

"  The  Tower  1--Ha,  ha.  ha  V*  ezelauned  tbe  Sallow. 
*'The  Tower  is  for  leida  and  knights,  and  not  for 
fquipos  of  low  degrse^for  high  trsaaon<  and  not  for 
nidling  on  the  stteetswith  rapier  and  daagtt's  and 
there  must  go  a  secretary'a  warrant  lo  aend  -you 
■'    ue." 

At  kaet,  let  bm  not  be  a  burden  en  tbie<8»iMle* 
''aaidJi 


nao, "  aai4  JuHnn.    **  Then  can  be  nonse  in  Wf^ 
nsr  ufl  together,  since  we  are  not  even  acquainted.  Go 
ail  yxjur  master  of  the  misiaKe."        ..  ..... 

••Why,  so  I  should/'  said  Clink,  stiU  gnnmng,  "if 
were  not  swn  that  be  knew  it  already.  You  paid  to 
«  sent  to  Sir  Geoffrey,  and  he  sent  pu  to  Sir  Geof* 
rcy.  Tou  are  so  put  down  in  the  register,  and  he  will 
iQt  It  for  no  man.  Coin«^  come,  be  eonforniabte,  and 
im  nball  have  ligbf  and  caey  iruns-^that's  ail  I  cato 
lo  for  you.'* 

:  Beeistance  and  expostulation  being  out  of  the  quae- 
ion,  Peveril  submitted  m  have  a  light  pair  of  fetters 
mcured  on  his  snklea,  which  allowed  him,  nevertbe- 
eee,  the  power  oT traversing  the  apartment. 

During  this  OBeretioo,  be  reflected  that  tlie  jailer, 
ilio  liad  taken  ine  advantage  ef  tbeequiveciae  btttwurt 
he  two  Sir  Geoffieya,  must  have  acted  as  his  assist- 
tnt  had  hinted^  And  ohented  him  from  malice  prepense, 
ince  the  warrant  of  Committal  describiBd  him  as  the 
on  of  Sir  Geoffrey  Peveril.  It  was  therefore  in  vain, 
ta  well  as  degrading  to  make  farther  appUoatibn  to 
ttofa  a  man  ^m  the  snbgeot.  Jniian  determined  to 
abmit  to  his  fate,  aa  what  conld  not  be  averted  by  any 
flbrt  of  his  own. 

I  KveD  the  tonikqr  wee  moved  meome  degresliy  his 
Duttn  go(Hl  mien,  and  the  patience  with  which,  after 
be  first  efTervescenca  of  disappointment,  the  newpri- 
uier  resigned  himself  to  bis  sitnation.  "You  seem 
brave  young  gentltman,"  he  aaid:  "and  ahall  eit 
met  have  a  good  dinner,  and  as  gciod  a  pallet  to  sleep 
i,  aa  is  within  the  walls  of  Newgate.— And,  Master 
V  Geodiey^  yoiieufbt  to  make  much  of  him,  since 
Ml  do  not  hke  tall  fellewss  for  i  can  tell  you  that 
Rater  Peveril  i«  in  for  pinking  long  Jack  Jenkioa, 
|ai  was  the  Mseter  of  Defence— as  tall  a  man  as  is 
ilioiuien,  slwayeexoepting  tbe  King'sPorleiv  Master 
htLti^  that  denied  vou  about  in  his  pocket,  Sir  Oeof- 
tey,  as  all  the  world  has  heard  tell. 


(•Dorny 


jne,ie|lowr 
your 


answered  the  dwar£  *  "  FcUew, 


The  turnkey  sneeved^  withdrew,  and  locked  the  dooi 
behind  him.  , 
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Decenmaf^  routh,  and  not  of  Trileus*  kind, 
Whofte  little  body  1odf«e  a  mii^tr  siliid  i-JHML 

Left  quiet  at  leaat,  if  not  aIon&  for  the  firs<  tipie 
after  the  events  of  this  troubled  and  vaiied  day,  Jukah 
throw  himself  on  ao:old  oaken  seat,  beside  the^embers 
of  a  s^-coal  /ire,  and  beaau  to  maaeon  the  miserable 
situation  of  anxiety  ana  danger  in  which, he  was 
plac^ }  wbere»  whether  be  contemplated  the  mterests 
of  bis  Ipvfc  his  family  afiectione,  or  his  friendsblDa, 
aU  eeesnea  such  a  prospect  as  that  of  a  sailor  who 
looka  upon  breakers  on  every  hand,  from  the  deck  of 
a  veeisel  which  no  kmger  obeys  the  helm. 

As  Peveril  sat  sunk  in  despondeooy,  his  companion 
H)  misfortune  drew  a  chsir  to  the  opposite  side  of  the 
r, and. began  tor  '^'        "*' 


ebimney«*noni8r,  i 


>  gaze  at  him  witha  coft 


of  eoienm  earnestness,  which  at  lemnh  corapelled 
him,  though  sjmost  m  spite  of  himself  to  pay  some 
ai«entieA  to  the  stngniv  figure  who  seemed  so  much 
enaroased  with  contemplanng  him. 

Geoffrey  Hudsso,  (we  drop  occasionally  the  title  of 
kttigfatbood,  which  the  King  had  bestowed  on  him  in 
a  frolic,  but  which  migbt  mtrodace  aome  confnsioji 
inioonr  hi«ipry,]talthoi^{^  a  dwsif  ef  tbe  least  posair 
ble  size,  had  nolhuig  posinvely  ugly  in  his  coonteronoeb 
or  actually  distorted  in  h^s  limbs.  His  head,  hamls 
and  M,  wsra  wdeed  larse^  end  disproportion^  to 
tbe-heigbtof  his  body^  apd  5is  body  itself  much  thicker 
the^i  wee  oonsiatont  with  symmetry,  but  in  adttsme 
which  was  rather  ludicrous  than  disagreeable  to  look 
upon.  Hb  eountenence^  in  particular,  had  he  been  a 
titlie  taller,  wouAd  hfve  been  aocmintad,  in  yo^ith, 
^randtome,  and  now,  m  agpk  stiiking  and  eapreeaivei 
It  was  but  the  uncommon  disproportion  betwixt  the 
bead  and  Ihe  trunk  which  made  the  featuree  seem 
wbimeieel  and  bizame~-en  effect  wbksh  waaoonaiderv 
ably  increased  hy  tbe  dwarfs  mmsiachee,  which  U 
was  hie  pleasure  to  wear  so  larger  that  they  a) moat 


twisted  baek  amcongsl,  and  mingiad  with,  Me  grutaled 

The  dreea  ef  this  singular  wight  annpinioad  tbsl 
he  wai'  not  entirely  free  from  the  unhappy  tame 
whieh  frequently  induces  these  whom  nature  hae 
narM  by  personal  deformity,  to  distinguish,  end 
at  tbe  earae  time  to  lemier  tbemselVee  fidicolon^ 
by  the  uea  of  showy  colours,  and  garments  fkntai^ 
tically  and  extraordinarily  foe(itened.  Bui  poor 
Qeorawr  Hudson's  laoeUt  erobroideriee,  ^nd  the  rest 
o£  hts'ftneiy.  were  sorely  worn  and  tarmshed  by  tbe 
lime  which  he  bad  spent  in  jail  under  the  vegue  and 
malieioos  aecus^tion  that  he  waa  eomehow  or  other 
an  accomplice  in  .this  aU-involving,  all-devounng 
whirlpool  of  a  Popish  conspiracy—an  imoeacbment 
whinb,  if  pronounced  by  a  meiah  the  fouleei  and 
most  maliciouB,  was  at  that  time  sufficiently  pradomi> 
naot  to  auUy  the  foireet  ftpuintion.  It  wtU  presently 
sppear,  that  in  tbe  poor  maft's  manner  of  ihinkii^ 
and  tone  of  conversation,  there  was  something  analo* 
gouB  to  hia  ebeord  faehion  of  aopaMl ;  for,  as  in  the 
latter^  good  JtnfT  and  valuable  d«oeratk>na  were  ren- 
dered Indicroue  hf  tbe  fantastic  faahienin  wfaeob  they 
were  mede  eu ;  ae,  such  glimmeiingi  of  good  eenee 
and  honouraUs  dfoeliag  ae  the  li ule  man  often  evineedL 
weie  madendiouleua  oy  a  restloas  desim  to  assutne 
certain  airs  of  importaftioe,  and  a  great  jeikmsvof 
being  deapised,  on  aoeount  of  the  pecuUanly  et  his 
outward  form. 

After  ^he  felkm-prieoners  had  looked  at  eaeh  othv 
for  eome  time  in  ailenoe,  tbe  dwarl^  coneoioue  of  b« 
digniiy  as  first  owner  of  their  joint  apartmen«»  tbeogbt 
it  necessary-  to  do  the  honenra  of  it  to  the  new-comer. 
"Sir,"  he  eakl,  modi^g  tbe  alternate  harsh  and 
eqoeeking  tonee  of  ma  voiee  into  acoeats  ae  hae- 
monieus  as  they  ooukl  attain,  ^*  i  nnderatand  yon  to 
be  the  son  of  my  wortliy  namesake,  and  ancient 
aeqoaintnneet  tbe  atout  Sir  Cfceoffiey  Peveril  of  the 
Peak.  I  promise  you*  I  have  seen-  your  father  wheaa 
blows  have  been  gDing  more  pkmty  than  goM  piei^ee ; 
and  for  •  taliheavy  «tan.  who  ^dbadi  np.Wi  a 
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ills  thooght,  sdme  of  the  lightiiMW  Md  tctfvity'  of 
our  more  ehghtly  made  Cavaliers,  Jie  performed  -bis 
duty  %a  a  man  might  deeira.  I  am  happy  to  see  yout 
*  his  eon ;  and,  though  by  a  mistake,  I  am  glad  we  are 
to  share  thiseomfoAless  cabin  loffcditir." 

Julian  bowed  and  Uianked  bis  courtesy  $  and 
Geoffrey.  Hudsoa,  having  brokon  the  ice,  proceeded 
to  question  him  without  farther  ceremony.  "You 
are  no  courtier,  I  presume,  young  genileman  1" 
'  Jufian  replied  in  the  negative. 
'  **  I  thought  BO,"  continued  the  dwarf;  **  ft>r  althou^ 
t  Bave  now  no  official  doty  at  Court,  the  region  m 
which  my  early  years  were  spent,  and  where  I  once 
Md  a  conmderaUe  office,  yet  I  still,  when  I  had  my 
fibertv,  visited  the  Presence  from  time  to  time,  as  in 
onty  Doimd  for  former  service :  and  am  vront.  from 
t\d  habit,  to  take  some  note  of  the  comrtW  gallanta, 
those  choice  sprtits  of  the  age,  among  whom  I  was 
once  enrolled.  Ton  are,  not  t^  complimetit  you,  a 
muHked  figure.  Master  Percril— -though  something  of 
the  taHcst,  as  w«8  your  father's  case ;  I  think,  I  could 
•earoe  have  soen  yoo  any  wher^  without  remembenng 
^on." 

Pdveril  thought  he  might,  with  great  justice,  bate 
jreti(rned  the  compliment,  but  contented  himself  with 
sayina^  '*be  had  scarce  seen  the  British  Court.'* 

" 'tis  pity,"  saki  Hudson^  "a  gallant  can  hardly 
he  formed  without  frequentmg  it  But  you  have 
been  perhaos  in  a  rougher  school}  you  have  aertedt 
doubtlcM?*^ 

"My  Maker,  I  hope,"  said  Julian. 
'  **Ffe  on  it,  you  mntake.    I  meant,"  said  Hudson, 
•  d  fa  Frane(nte^—s<m  have  served  in  the  anny  T 

"'No.    I  have  not  yet  had  that  bonour,"  answered 


**Wbat'l  neither  courtier  nor  soldier,  Master 
'  PeverilT'  aaid  the  important  littfe  man;  ''Yoor 
father  tii  to  blame.  By  cock  and  pie  he  is,  Master 
Peverilt  Row  shall  a  man  be  known,  or  distfat^ 
guished,  mileas  by  his  besring  in  peace  and  war?  I 
tell  yoo,  sir.  that  at  Newberry,  where  I  charged  with 
Wiy  troop  abreast  with  Piin^  Rupert,  and  when,  as 
yoo  may  have  heard,  we  were  both  beaten  ofl  by 
those  euokoldy  hinds  tha  Trained  Bands  of  London, 
—we  did  what  men  could;  and  I  think  it  was  a 
^natter  df  three  or  four  minutes  after  most  of  our 
l^tlemen  had  been  driven  off;  thai  his  Htghneaa 
and  I  oort tinned  fo  ont  at  their  long  ffikes  with  cur 
swords }  fpfid  I  think  might  have  broken  in,  bbc  that 
I  hud  a  All,  long-legged  btute  of  a  horw,  and  my 
swofd  was  somewhat  short--in  fine,  at  last  we  were 
obliged  to  make  ▼olte4*ace,  and  then,  as  I  was  going 
to  say,  the  fellows  were  so  glad  to  get  rid  of  u«,  that 
the/  set  up  a  great  jubilee  cry  of  *  tiiere  goea  Prinas 
itooin  and  Cock  Hobin!'--Ay,  ay,  every  aeonndrsl 
among  them  knew  me  weU.  But  those  days  are 
over.— And  where  were  vou  educated,  young  gentle* 
man  T* 

Peveril  named  the  hoaseHoki  oi  theCounteas  bf 
Derby. 

**A  most  honourable  ladf,  upon  my  word  aa  a 
M&tlemin,''  said  Hudaon.^"!  knew  the  noUa 
Countesa  welt,  when  I  was  about  the  person  of  my 
^yal  mistreta,  Henrietta  MaHa.  She  waa  then  the 
very  master  of  all  that  waa  noUa,  loyal*  and  lovely. 
8be  was,  indeed,  one  of  the  fifteen  lair  ones  of  the 
Court,  whom  I  permitted  to  oal  me  Pioooluomiai; 
ji  foolish  jest  on  my  aomewfai.  dinylnirtive  fif^we^ 
which  always  distinguished  mt  frsm  oniinary  b^ags, 
avan  when  I  waa  yoong-4  have  now  bat  viiieh 
•tatnro  by  stooping';  boi,  aiwaya  the  ladiea  had  their 
jest  at  me.— PcrhuM,  young  man,  I  had  my  €wb 
aroenda  of  aom«oi  them  aomewhere,  and  somehow 
or  other*~I  eoy  nothing  if  I  had  or  no ;  far  less  do  I 
fRsiiMril IS  disreapact  to  the*nob)e  Countsaa.  She  was 
■daqghter  of  the  Duo  de  la  Tremoulfle^  or,  more  ooiv 
rsctiy.  Dee  Thonara.  But  certainly  to  aerve  the  ladies, 
aod  eondeaoend  to  their  bomoun,  even  when  aoma- 
'whai  UM>  free^  or  too  Cantaatic,  is  the  true  decorum 
«f«mlebbod.'* 

'  Depitesaed  as  his  spirits  were,  Pevenl  could  soaree 
forbear  amiling  when  he  kxikfd  at  the  pigmy  creature. 
.  who  told  t^eae stories  with  infinite  ooraplaeencv,  and 
•Wi»sawiiiiniiiipsil<0  proclaim,  as  luaow&haraUvthat 


be  had  baen^  w|r  mM\  of  taloor  aod  gafliafer 
though  love  and  arms  seemed  to  be  pursnts  towW 
irreconcilable  to  hw  afariYelied,  weatbcrbeaten  coan- 
tenance^  and  wasted  limbs.  Julian  was,  hoifcver,» 
carelVit  to  avokl  g^vmg'his  eompaiUDnpatti,thithf 
endeavoured  to  humour  him,  by  Mying,  that,  '^on* 
questionably,  one  bred  up  like  ^  Geofirey  Hndwa,  in 
courts  and  camps,  knew  exactly  when  to  flBftrp«> 
sonal  freedoms,  and  when  to  eontml  Ibero." 

The  little  Knight,  with  great  vivacity,  thoagh  iriA 
some  difflculry,  began  to  drag  his  seat  from  the  mk 
of  the  firs  opposite  to  that  where  Julian  wu  selta^ 
and  at  length  auooeaded  hi  biinging  it  aear  bus,  ii 
token  of  increasing  cordiaKty. 

"You  say  well,  Master  Peveril,''  said  tbe  dmrf; 
"  and  I  have  ^ven  proofa  both  of  bearing  and  fo> 
bearing.— Yes.  sir,  there  waa  not  that  thing  wUA 
my  most  royal  mistrsss,  Hcnrtetta  Maria,  could  bm 
reQuired  of  me,  that  I  would  not  have  complied  withi 
sir  \  I  was  her  sworn  servant,  both  m  war  and  m  fei 
tivalj  in  b«ttle  and  pageant,  air.  At  her  Majeaiy'g 
particular  nqueat,  I  ohm  condesoepded  to  bemaw- 
Isdfes^  you  kflow^  hav^  attange  fabdei— to  beeoBM 
the  tenant,  A»r  a  lime,  of  ihaintenorof  a  pie." 

"Of  a  pie!"  aakl  JuUah,  aomewhat  amased. 

"^Ym.  sin  of  a  pie.  1  hope  vou  find  nothing  liiM 
in  my  complaisance  7"  repueo  his  companion,  s(n» 
thing  jeatoorif. 

**  Not  L  air/'  sakI  Povetil ;  *'  I  have  olb«  nattti 
than  laughter  in  my  betel  at  piaaent." 

*'So  had  I,*'  siSd  the  dwar^  ebampHWi  "ate 
I  (bund  myaelf  impriadnad  in  ai  fange  platter,  of « 
•rdinaiy  dimenaiona  y«u  iMkV  be  assured,  anetl 
could  be  at  length  {» it,  and  when  I  was  eatoaiedL  m 
it  were^  in  wain  of  ataiidiiig  crast,  and  a  btge  cm 
of  pastry^  tho-  whole  aonatitadng  a  aart  cf  wwfu- 
gus,  of  size  enough  in  have  recorded  the  tfoaifb  a» 
general  ofi&car  or  an  arcbbiahiip  on  the  Md.  Sir.  not- 
withstanding tbe  Gonvenicncaa  which  am  mi» 
giveme«ir,  it  was  more  like  being buriid ilivt Uav 
aught  elaa  which  I  cmM  think  of  1^ 

"^I  conceive  U,"  aakl  Julian. 

"Moreover,  air,"  continued  tb^ dwarf,  "tlwtww 
few  in  theaecfat.whiohwaaooniimdibribe(|ii«ni 
divertiaement ;  for  advanoingr  of  wbwb  I  woih  «m 

*  GeotTny  or  JeAvy  Hadaon  it  of^^o  meoHami  is  v^ 
of  Olivl9«  I. 'i  tin^  Hiftllm  uppewaQQe  at  oouct  wm  Im  M 
prtfrnmi,  M  im«li5»Md  hi  Uie  t«it.  iBt^pie,  tt  m  ««f2^ 
■KM  shrea  by  Um  thrtia  jf  BMski^han  to  CImiIm  I  mijj^ 
rietu  Mailtt.  Upon  ttia  M«ie  oocasioD.  Um  9«k«»i««!alM  m 
tenant  or  the  putr  to  tl)«  Queen,  who  ratat'oed  bin  u  hap^ 
Wlien  about  eifht  jeiM  of  an,  he  ihh  bat  eifhtMB  or  tv«« 
Inehea  hifh  s  and  leneinad  atatioRuuTat  ttiatatataia  till  ^^ 
thirty  yevA old,  wlien  bo  gmm  to  Ui»  balgtat mt  ihna tet* 
inclica,  and  therd  slopped.  .  _. 

This  fingulaf  tasui  nMurm  waa  traatad  to  torn  »Vi^ 
or  cooMiiuenee.  He  went  to  Fraiioe  to  Meh  aver  a  airffi"" 
bla  mbtreaa.  HenrieUa  Maria.  On  hia  ratan,  ha  vai  uk«« 
Dwlcirk  privatoara,  whan  ho  loM  mMtmy  va^aaMa  MCNaM  ^ 
to  the  Quoea  from  Franco,  and  aboat  SSsal.  of  hu  owe,  m 
William  Davenaot  makea  a  real  or  enppoaed  eoaibat  KtMn 
tho  dwarf  and  a  tarker-eook.  the  aabjeet  oC  a  t^m  «IM  » 
fHedob    Tteaoaoo  ia  laid  at  OvakiA.  wham.  «iihaati»«^ 


" /afftor  atiaf  t  waa  ttiiown,  wiMik  Mat  aid  waak. 
The  cruel  fowl  aaMUlta  him  with  bia  bank. 
▲  lady  midwifo  now  he  there  W  chaaoa 
Eapiod,  that  came  along  wit!)  hioi  ftoniFrtaoa. 
'  A  heart  broof  hi  mp  in  war.  that  ne^  baARe 
Thia  tine  eould  how*  ho  apid, '  doth  now  taston 
Thoi|,tliai  4aU9fW9d  haatao  maaft  be 
So  kind  of  natuie  aa  deliver  me.*  ** 

Weaiv  not  aoaaaiotad  bow  Ihr  Jattoylastolai  tbii  hm^ 

a  eooaeqaastial  paifoaaia.  mj^ 

-,..    ^iMMetiei«H><lr 


dund  with  little  temper  the  tcoaing  of  ttie 
iers,  and  had  many  aqoabMea  with  the  ICi- 

Tiie  fttiSTduel  with  Mr.  Crofla  aebiallr  -  .  ■  »«, 

Xkmed  ia  tha  text.  U  liaKwiied  iafVuMa.  J^tSlSi 
had  a1m»  tha  misfortune  ta  be  Utkem  priaooar  or  L  «!?n2 
relo.  He  was,  however,  probabfy  aoon  aet  at  libartr»  *r 'JZ. 
son  waa  a  captain  fbr  the  King  dnHaf  the  ettil  wu.  JJS 
Uie  dwmf  ottMded  hit  royal  miatrtsa  to  rvanee.  ^£S 
tioo  mcalled  him.  wipi  oUiw  myaliats.  to  Snf!*i";L5;  5 
poorbetBK,  who  jocoix-ed,  it  would  teem,  haid  ^^KntM 
hom  niitire  and  (brtnne,  was  nut  doomed  to  cima  ^CLS 
o«a<w.  Poor  Jeffrey,  nuoo  tome  suspieton  iWpeotfnf  "•/WJ 
Plot,  waa  taken  up  ui  lett,  and  ooofincd  ui  Ot^^SfSt 
priMB.  Weatminaler.  wbaro  ha  ended  bit  IiCi^mi  tt>e  ^^^ 
Tear  of  his  age.  ,     ,.     ^   . t^Mtm 

Jafltaiy  Hudson  has  bean  immortaltaad  ^r^^J^^SUSi 
A!tt»,  and  bia  etotbaa  are  aaid  to  be  r<to«rv«d  m  art»w» 
cutiaaily  ia  Sir  Hana  StoaD*a  Mutaui^ 


(Aup. 


KVJSUIL  OF  TQB  tMC 


cnpt  inl9  a  filbert  tint;  had  it  bedft^ikMsibltf ;  and  few, 
m  I  aaid,  being  private  in  the  acheme,  there  waa  a 
risk  of  Bccadenta.  I  doubted,  while  in  my  darksome 
ibod&  whether  some  awkward  attendant  might  not 
liave  let  me  fiiH,  ae  I  have  seen  happen  to  a  veniaon 
Maty ;  or  whether  apme  hungry  guest  might  not  an- 
lioipate  the  moment  of  my  Rssurrection,  by  sticking 
lie  knife  into  my  upper  cniat.  And  though  I  had  my 
weapona  about  me,  youiMT  man^  as  haa  been  my  cue- 
torn  hi  every  eaae  of  peril,  yet,  if  such  a  raah  peraon 
lad  plunged  deep  into  the  bowela  of  the  euppoeed 
Maty,  my  awoid  and  dagger  could  baielx  have  served 
He  to  avenge,  a^sufedly  not  to  prevent,  either  of  theae 
satastfophea.     ' 

*'  Certainly  I  do  ao  underaUnd  it,"  aaid  JuUaiL  who 
Mgan,  however,  to  feel  that  the  company  of  little 
Indaon  talkativa  as  he  ahowed  himad^  was  likely 
«tfaer.lo  aggravate  than  to  aUeriate  the  inooavo- 
liences  of  a  piiaon. 

"^Nay,"  continued  the  little  man,  enlarging  on  hia 
SMmer  topic.  ^  I  had  other  aobjeeta  of  opprehenaioa ; 
br'it  pleased  my  Lord  of  Bnckingbam,  hia  (trace's 
iatfaer  who  now  bears  the  title»  in  hia  plenitude  of 
joan  fevour,  to  command  the  paaty  to  be  earned 
lown  to  the  ofltoi,  and  committed  anew  to  the  oven, 
dleging  prepoateroualy  that  it  waa  better  to  be  eaten 
rarm  than  ooM.** 

"  And  did  thi%  air,  not  diatnrb  your  equanimity  f 
•id  Julian. 

** My  foungfrieod,^  aaid  Geofirey Hudson.  *'I  can* 
lot  deny  it^-^atifra  will  claim  her  rigfata  iiom  the 
lest  and  boldest  of  nsi— I  thought  of  Nebncb^- 
leKzar  and  bis  fiery  furnace:  and  Iwazed  warm  with 
ipprehenaion.  But,  I  thank  Heaven,  I  alao  thought 
■  my  sworn  duty  to  my  royal  mistress ;  and  waa 


man  ahoold  live  t9.i«Mtiiat  being  ] 
be  sun  treated  aa  baked  meat,  and  a 


, Jiy  --, , 

/  obliged  and  enabled  to  xeslat  all  temptations 

ft  make  myself  prsntatnvly  known.  Nevertheleas, 
he  Duke— if  of  malice,  may  Heaven  forsive  him^ 
bllowed  down  into  the  offide  himaelf,  and  urged  the 
naater-oDok  very  haid  that  the  pasty  shouki  be 
leated,  were  it  but  for  five  minutes.  But  the  nraa  . 
»ok,  being  privy  to  the  very  difTerent  intentions  of 
ny  royal  mietrsaa,  did  moat  manfidly  reaiat  the  or- 
ler :  and  I  waa  again  reoonveyed  in  safety  to  the  royal 

"  And  in  due  time  liberated  from  foer  ooni 

doubt  notr*  said  Pevoril. 

'  Ves^  airt  that  happy,  and  I  mayaay  glorioua  rao- 
netit,  at  length  arnved,''  continued  the  dwarf.  '*  The 
ipper  eruat  was  .(emoved— I  started  up  to  the  aeund 
f  trumpet  and  clarion,  like  the  aoul  of  a  warrior  when 
he  last  summons  shall  sound— or  rather,  (if  that 
{mile  6e  over  andaotoua,)  like  a  apell>bound  cham- 
ion  relieved  from  hw  enchanted  atate.  It  waa  then 
hat,  with  my  buckler  on  mv  arm,  and  my  tiuaty  Bii- 
loa  In  my  hand,  1  executed  a  sort  of  warlike  dancer 
II  wMch  my  skiH  and  aaiUty  then  rendered  me  pre- 
flwnent,  displaying;  at  tne  aame  time,  my  poetwea, 
oth  of  defence  and  oflenoo,  in  a  manner  ao  totally 
Mmtubte,  that  I  waa  olmoat  deafened  with  the  m- 
lauae  of  all  around  ma  and  half-ilrownerl  by  the 
OBRted  waters  with  which  the  ladies  of  the  Court  de- 
iged  me  from  then-  eaating-bottfee.  1  had  amende  of 
ifl  Graoeof  Buckingham  also;  for  as  I  tiipped  ahaaty 
lorrie  hither  and  thither  upon  the  dining-table^  now 
^nring  my  blades  now  reeovering  it,  I  made  a  blow 
t  his  noae— a  sort  of  ettramaeon—the  dexlerity  of 
rhieh  conasta  in  coming  mighty  near  to  the  ob- 
ct  you  seem  to  ami  at,  yet  not  attaining  it.  You 
lay  have  seen  a  barber  make  auch  a  fkniriah  with 
is  raatr.  1  promiae  jroa  hia  Qraoe  sprung  back  ti 
alf  yard  at  leasi.  He  waa  pleased  to  threaten  to 
rain  me  with  a  chicken-bone,  aa  he  diadainfuUy  ez- 
resMd  it :  but  the  King  aaid, '  Oeorge,  you  have  but 
Rowland  for  an  Oliveiv'  And  ao  I  tripped  on^  ahow- 
ig  a  bold  heedleaanea|  of  hia  displeaaura^  which  few 
ared  to  have  done  at%at  lime,  albeit  counteiMnoed 
>  the  utmost  like  me  by  the  amiiea  of  the  brave  and 
be  fair.  But^  well-a-day  1  sir,  youth,  its  faahuma,  ita 
>lliea,  ita  frolica,  anc)  aU  ita  pomp  and  pride,  are  aa 
He  arfl  transitory  as  the  crackling  of  thoma  under 
I  pot." 

''The  flower  that  ia  eaat  into  the  oven  wen  a 
•etler  siohla,"  thoi«ht  Pevaiik    "  Good  God,  tivt  a 


_«D0llgfcHo 

, ..-_, . up  in  a  pier 

Hia  companion,  whose  tongue  bad  tor  many  days 
been  aa  closely  miprisoned  ae  hia  oerson,  seemed  . 
resolved  to  indenmify  hia  loquacity,  b^  ooaunuin^  to 
indulge  it  on  the  present  oecaaion.  at  his  companion'a 
expense..  He  proceeded,  therefore^  in  a  aolemn  tone, 
to  moralize  on  the  adventure  which  be  had  narrated. 
"  Young  men  will  no  doubt  think  one  to  be  envied/* 
he  said,  "  who  waa  thua  enabled  to  be  the  darling  and 
admiration  of  the  Court"— (Julian  internally  atood 
aelf-exculpated  from  the  auapicion)— "  and  yet  it  ip 
better  to  possess  fewer  means  of  distinction,  and 
remain  free  from  the  back-biting,  the  alander,  and  the 
odium,  4rbich  am  always  the  snaie  of  C^nrt  favour 
Men,  who  .had  no  other  cauae,  coat  reflectiona  upon 
me  becauae  my  aiu  varied  aomewhat  from  the  com- 
mon pniportk>n{  and  jeats  were  aometimes  unthink- 
ingly passed  upon  me  by  thoae  I  was  bound  to,  who 


did  not  in  that  case,  peradventure,  sufficiently  coo- 
aido'  that  the  wren  ia  made  by  the  aame  hand  which 
formed  the  buatard,  and  that  tlia  diamond,  thoudii 
email  in  sixe^  out-values  ten  thouaand-fold  the  ruoe 
granita  Nevarthelesa,  they  proceedied  in  the  vein  ol 
humour ;  and  ae  I  coiild  not  in  duty  or  gratitude  retort 
imon  noblee  and  prinoesi  I  was  compelled  to  caai 
aoouf  in  my  mind  how  to  vindicate  my  honour  to  warde 
theae,  wbo^  being  in  the  aame  rank  with  myself  ae 
aervanta  and  courtiers,  nevertheleas  bore  themselvee 
towards  me  ae  if  they  were  of  a  auperior  claaa  lik  the 
rank  of  honour,  aa  well  aa  in  the  accidental  circui»> 
atance  of  suture.  And  aa  a  leason  to  my  own  prida^ 
and  that  of  othera,  it  ao  happened,  that  the  pageant 
which  1  have  but  juet  narrated— which  I  justly  reckoQ 
the  moat  honourable  moment  of  my  lue,  excepdng 
pdrhapa  my  diatinguiahed  sbare  in  the  battle  ef 
Round- wayHiown--became  the  cause  of  a  moat  tragif 
event,  in  which  I  acknowledge  the  greateat  miator- 
tnne  of  my  exietenoe.'* 

The  dwarf  here  pauaed,  fetched  a  sigh,  big  at  once 
with  regret,  and  with  the  importance  becoming  the 
subject  of  a  tragic  hiatory ;  then  proceeded  aa  Ibl- 
k)wa:— 

**  You  would  have  thought  in  your  simplicity,  young 
gentleman,  that  the  metty  pageant  I  have  mentioned 
could  onl  V  have  been  quoted  to  my  advantage^  aa  a 
rare  maaking  frolic,  prettily  deviaed,  and  not  less 
defdy  executed ;  and  yet  the  malice  of  the  courtiers^ 
who  maligned  and  envied  me,  made  them  atrain  their 
wit,  and  exhaust  their  ingenuity,  in  putting  false  and 
ridiculoua  oonatructiona  upon  it  In  abort,  my  can 
were  so  much  ofTended  with  alUiaiona  to  piea,  puff 
paste;  ovens,  and  the  like,  that  i  waa  compelled  to 
prohibit  auch  eubject  «f  ntirth,  under  penalty  of  my 
instant  and  aevers  diaplaaaure.  But  it  happ  d  there 
was  then  a  gaHant  about  the  Court,  a  man  of  good 
qualitv,  son  to  a  knight  baronet,  and  in  high  eateem 
with  the  best  in  that  sphersi  alao  a  familiar  ^iend  of 
mine  own,  from  whonii  therefore,  I  had  no  reaaon  to 
expect  any  of  that  apeciea  ofgibing  which  I  had  inti- 
mated mv  purpoae  to  treat  aa  ofTenaiveb  Howbeit,  it 
pleaaed  the  honourable  Mr,  CtofU  ao  was  this  youth 
called  anddesigned,  one  night,  at  the  Gfoom  Porter^a. 
being  full  of  wine  and  waggery,  to  mtroduce  thb 
threadbare  aubject,  and  to  aay  something  6onoeming 
a  gooae*pie,  which  I  could  not  butconaider  aa  levelled 
at  me.  Neverthaleaa^  I  dki  butcahnly  and  aolidly  pray 
h jm  to  choose  a  difTerent  subject ;  failing  which,  I M 
him  know  I  should  be  sodaen  in  my  resentment 
Notwithstanding,  he  continued  in  the  same  tone,  and 
even  aggmvateathe  ofieoce,  by  speaking  of  a  tomtit, 
and  other  unneceaaaiy  and  obnoxious  oompariaona^ 
whereupon  I  was  compelled  to  send  him  a  cartel  ann 
we  met  accordingly.  Now,  as  I  really  I()vea  the 
youth,  it  was  my  mtentk>n  only  to  correct  hjm  by  a 
flesh  wound  or  two;  and  I  wenki  willingly  that  be 
had  named  the  sword  for  his  weapon.  Nevertheleas^ 
he  made  pistols  hia  electron '  and  behig  on  horseback, 
he  |)rodiioed,  bv  way  of  hia  own  weapon,  a  feoliah 
engine  which  children  are  wont  in  their  rogiidry,  to 
nae  lor  tpeuting  water}  a— a— m  shA-t  I  foiget  the 

ime." 

**A  squirt,  doubtless,"  said  Pevenl,  who  began  to 
leeoUsct  haiviiig  haaid  eomeiJiijig  of  thii  adveotiivo. 


VSftaQ«  OP  THB  PEJOL 


n«»zxxi?. 


*Ybti  aS^li^V*  Mid  tHedlNff^  ** /Mi  hnrt  tiulead 
fhe  mme  of  tne  Ittde  flnfiiiiM^  ^  whkm  I  have  had  ex^ 
perienoe  in  pasnnff  the  yards  at  Wesfminater.^Well, 
tir,  thit  token  ji>f  Blight  regafd  eompelled  me  to  give  the 
gatttlenian  such  language^  aa  aoon  rendered  it  neoea- 
aary  for  him  to  take  more  aerious  anna.  We  foogfat  on 
hoaaeback— breaicmg  groimd,  and  adTaneing  if  aig>> 
Aa!  {  and,  nn  I  never  miaa  aim,  I  had  the  miaadrentoriB 
to  kdl  the  Honoorable  Master  Crofla  at  the  fiiatahoL 
I  woqM  not  wish  mf  worst  foe  the  imin  which  I  felt, 
■When  I  aaw  him  reel  on  his  saddle^  and  so  fall  down 
.to  the  earth  1— and,  whan  I  perceived  that  the  life- 
Mood  was  pouring  feat,  I  coidd  not  bat  wish  to 
Heaven  that  it  had  been  mv  own  instead  of  his. 
Thus  fell  youth,  hopes,  and  Srarerf,  a  sacrifioe  to  a 
liHf  and  thoogMTesa  jest ;  yet,  alas !  wherein  had 'I 
ehoiee^  seeing  that  honour  is,  at  it  were,  the  very 
breath  in  oar  noetrils)  and  that  in  no  sense  can  we 
he  said  to  live,  if  we  permit  ourselvea  to  be  deprived 
^it7*' 

'  The  tone  of  feeling  in  whi^  the  dwarfUfi  heto 
oahcluded  hia  story,  gave  Julian  a  better  opinbn  of 
Ills  heart,  and  even  of  hia  understanding,  than  he 
^  vad  been  able  to  form  of  one  who  gloried  m  having^ 
'  boon  a  grand  occaaion,  lortned  the  contents  of  a  pasty. 
He  was  indeed  enabled,  to  ooojecture  that  the  h'ttfe 
diampion  was  seduced  mto  such  exhibitions,  by  the 
lleoeesity  attached  to  his  condition,  by  his  own  venity, 
«M  by  the  flattery  bestowed  on  bim  by  thoae  who 
ioaght  pleasure  in  practidil  jokes.  The  fate  of  the 
tinludcy  Master  Crofls,  however,  aa  weH  as  various 
exploita  of  this  diminutive  person  during  the  Civil 
Wara,  in  which  he  aetoally,  and  with  great  gallantry, 
i6ommanded  n  troop  of  norse,  rendered  most  men 
itauUous  of  openly  raRying  him  t  which  was  hfd^d 
l!le  lees  necessary,  aa.  when  left  akme,  he  aeldom 
fhiled  volimtarily  la  ahow  himietf  oh  the  ludicrous 
iMe. 

At  one  hour  after  noon,  the  turnkey,  true  to  his 
*lrord,  supplied  tfie  prisoners  with  every  tolerable  din- 
Mr  and  a  flask  of  well-flavoured,  thoiwh  light  daret ; 
vrhidk  the  old  mab  who  waa  aomething  of  a  bon- 
vivant,  resretted  to  obaerve,  was  neatly  as  diminutive 
M  himself.  l%e  evening  alao 
without  continued  symptoms 
Hf  Geoffrey  HudsofL 

Ik  is  true  these  wen  of  a  graver  character  Chan  he 
hhi  hitherto  exhibited,  fbr  when  the  flask  was  empty, 
fie  repeated  a  Ions  Latin  prayer.  But  the  religioua 
tect  in  which  he  nad  been  engaged,  only  gave  his 
tfseourss  a  more  aerioua  turn  than  belonged  to  his 
nrmar  themes,  of  war,  lady's  bve,  and  courtly  aplen- 

The  little  Knight  harai^gued.  at  firat  on  polemical 
pttfaits  of  divinity,  and  divei^  from  this  thomvpath, 
vit»  the  neighbouring  and  twilight  Walk  of  mysBdsm. 
He  talked  of  aeeret  wamingS7-of  the  predictione  of 
aad-eyipd  propheta-cif  the  visiu  of  monitory  spirits, 
and  the  Rosicrucian  aeersta  of  the  Cabala )  all  which 
lepica  he  treated  of  with  such  apparent  conviction, 
Viay,  with  so  many  appeals  tojperaonal  experience,  that 
lone  would  have  auppoaed*  him  a  member  of  die  i^ 
temity  of  gnomea,  or  fairies,  whom  he  reaembled  ao 
'  much  in  point  of  size. 
,  In  shorty 'he  persevered  for  a  stricken  hour  in  such 
li  torrent  of  unnecessary  tattle^  as  determined  Peveril, 
mt  all  events^  to  endeavour  to  procure  a  separate  lodg- 
tog*  Having  repeated  hia  evening  prayere  in  Latin,  i^ 
Mtmeriy,  (for  the  otdsendeman  was  s  CatholicL  which 
was  gie  sole  eauae  of  his  falling  under  suspicion,)  he 
set  off  on  a  new  aoorS,  as  they  were  undtesaing ;  and 
cdntinued  to  ^ttle,  until  he  had  fkiriy  talked  both 
umaelf  and  ma  oompanion  to  sleep. 

CHAPTER  XXXV. 


,away,  bud  not 
garrulity  on  the  part 


rbyt' 


orahy  toaaaMlhat  ■FUabIt  aM'«  aasMt-^Ctann. 
JoLiAH  had  fallen  asleep  with  his  brain  rather  filled 
%ilh  hit  own/ad  reflactioifab  than  with  tt'o  myatica] 
lore  of  the  litfle  Knight;  and  yet  it  aeeawa  as  if  in 
hia  viaiona  the  latter  had  been  more  preaent  to  hia 
mind  than  the  former. 
.  Hetettnadorghdiag^arita, 


oaai 


bloody  hands,  wbieh'  diHihrsi 

to  beckon  him  forward  like  enant'ki 

adventure  bound. 

hia 

on    ^ 

the  impreasion  that  aoaM  one  atood  by  his  L_ 
The  chitlneea  of  hia  anklea  the  wcighi  and  dinstf 
the  fettaii,  aa  he  tamed  nimaelf  on  his  psikl, » 


venture  bound.  Monilian  once  he  stutedliaai 
sleep,  so  lively  was  the  infloeaca  of  tfaeMrinsi 
hia  hnagination ;  and  he  always  awaked  whr 
impreasion  that  sobm  one  atood  by  his  betida 


minded  him  on  theaa  < 
what< 


where  he  wii,«hI 

Tfaeestrmiityioi'  ' 


he  aaw  all  that  wa9  daar  to  him  at-iaeseai  ndund, 
struck  a  deeper  cold  an  hia  heart  ihvi  the  irm  ^ 


'  Yaw  oompanioii  will  lot  asib 


his  limbs  $  nor  eoohl  he  oompoae 

reet  without  a  mental  prayer  to  Heaven  for , 

But  when  he  had  been- for  a  thad  thne  avakori 
fW)m  repoae  by  these  thiek<4drringfaneies,  biidiitml 
ofmindMced  itself  in  apaech,  andhewasiaislihK 
suppreaa  mealmoatdeapsilriBgqacuiaiioiv  "QodlMf 
mercy  upon  us  I" 

'*  Araan !"  anawarad  avoiea  as  aweek  and  "aoftar 
honey  dew,"  which  aooBdad  as  if  the  wsnh  mH 
spoken  dose  by  his  bedsMa 

The  nattiral  inforertce  wtn,  thai  GeofliKyHvta 
his  compenjbn  in  calamity,  bad  eehoid  tbt  mt 
which  waa  ao  proper-  la  the  ataatmi  of  boik.  M 
the  ton^  of  foioa  waa/ao  diflerattt  from  thehnth  ai 
dissonant  aoonda  of  the  dwarfa  eaaaciatioi^  ths 
Pcveril  was  impvesaed  #ith  (be  ceiuiotr  u.ow 
not  procoed  from  Hudson.  He  was  stmm  vwi,» 
vohmtary  terror,  for  which  hacduld  i^te  no  mdkiat 
reason  I  and  it  waa  not  without  an  effort  thitii 
waa  able  to  atter  the^iieationj  *'  Sir  Gtafi^y,  did|« 
apeakl^ 

Noanawarwaaretdiiied. '  HarepsatedtbtMM 
louder  1  and  the  aama  ailver^toiied  voice,  vhahiiM 
formerly  aaid  ^'Amm**  to  hia  ptayefs,  aWMietf  m 
hia  interrsgatory,  "  "" 
while  I  an  here." 

"  And  who  are  you  ^What  seek  you  t^ovoM 
you  into  this  phner*  said  Peraiil,  huddli««in9> 
4ttestion  upon  questiott. 

**I  am  a  wretched  bcingi  bat  one  wbs\oi«>5*> 
well— I  oome  for  your  good.^-Conaem  pm  m 

It  now  rushed  on  Julian'a  mind,  that  be  had  M 
of  panoils  posaeosed  of  the  wonderful  taleat «  mo- 
teneiting  aounds  to  such  accuracy,  that  they  cijw 
irapoae  on  their  bearsit  the  bdiefl  that  they  pm*^ 
from  apoiatof  the  apartaftentantirclyfliipMtafsuf 
which  the  real  speaker  ocoaned.  Persaatoi  that. jf 
had  now  gained  tho  depth  oi  the  mystsiy,  banpM 
*'This  triftng^  Sir  Geoffrey,  is  unseasooaUe.  Mf 
what  you  have  to  aay  m  your  own  voice  aod  Dans 
Theae  apish  pleaaantriea  do  nolheoome  midaigMi 
a  Kawgate  dungeon."  , 

.  **fiut  the  bemi;  who  apoaka  whh  yoa,**  anawoil 
the  vmc6,  "b  fitted  for  the  darkest  hov.avl  th 
molt  melancholy  haunta."  . . 

Impatient  of  suspense^  and  datemaioed  lo  aadn 
h»  cwioaity,  Jdtan  Jumped  at  once  from  hia|aJW. 
hoping  to  aecme  the  apaahtf  ,  whoae  voice  ioncaM 
he  waa  ao  near.  But  be  slioeethnr  failfld  m  m 
attempt,  and  gnsped  nothing  aavo  thin  air. 

For  a  turn  or  (wo,  Peveril  afaiOed  atraa^on  aM* 
the  room,  with  hia  arma  aitended  t  aod  Ums  at  W 
reooUacted,  that  with  the  impediment  of  hirshaekM 
and  thenoiae  which  neoeasarily  eccempanndmanr' 
tionoj  and  announced  where  m  was,  it  would  mj^ 
poasiole  for  him  to  lay  hands  on  any  one  who  am 
bediapoaed  to  keep  out  of  hia  reach.  HetJicnun 
%ndeavoured  to  retuni  to  his  bed  i  hot.  la  giepiBgV 
hia  wi^r,  hghted  first  on  that  of  hia  feltow-ptiafwg; 
The litue  captive  aleptdett  and  heavy,  aswuenoon 
finm  hia  breathing  i  and  upon  iiatcning 


iiMeniBganoiMSt, 
lerthaUiiaeoiMg 
nlooaistsand.ofdn' 


Julian  heoame  agam  certain,  dther  t 
ion  waa  tbs  moat  artful  of  vHitnloQ — -.vti.  .^ 
aambkra,  or  that  there  waa  Istaally  wttbm Jhaji^ 
dnu  oC  that  guarded  chamber,  aome  thin  MOn 
whose  vary  preaenoe  there  aesmed  to  intmiais  nfs 
bdonged  not  to  Ihe  ordinary  lioe  of  bomsW*  . 
Jdian  waa  ao  ready  believer  in  the  stj^enatmia 
but  that  age  was  very  far  from  being  so  louwiM 
oonosming  ghostly  oconnencea  ub  our  owai  •aag 
wnt  no  way  dengatoty  to  his  «ood  aeBS^  wst«' 
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Ps^rmsL  ai^TIlK  peak 


lar 


ihared  rhe  pKJudices  of  his  time.  His  hshr  b^gtn 
o  bristle,  and  the  moisture  to  stand  on  his  bfrow,  as 
le  called  on  his  oompaaiort  to  awake,  for  Heaven's 
lake. 

,  The  dwarf  answered-^mt  he  spoke  without  awak- 
ng,— "The  day  may  dawn  and  be  d— d.  Tell  the 
nastcr  oi  the  horse  I  will  not  go*  to  the  huntiiig,  un- 
e§8 1  have  the  Kttle  black  jennet."  . 

"I  tell  yon,"  said  Julian,  ** there  is  some  one  m  the 
ipaitmeat.  Have  you  not  a  tinder-box  to  strike  a 
Khtr 

^  I  care  not  how  sKght  my  horse  be^"  rsplied  the 
famberer,  pursuing  his  own  train  of  ideas,  whieh. 
loubtieaai  carried  him  back  to  the  (jfreen  woods  of 
Vindsor.  and  the  royal  deer-hunts  which  he  had  wit- 
Leaaed  there.  "  I  am  not  overweight— I  will  not  ride 
hat  great  Holstein  brute,  that  I  must  dimb  up  to  by 
t  ladder,  and  then  sit  on  his  back  like  a  pui*oushioa 
HI  an  elephant." 

Julian  at  length  put  his  hand  to  the  slesMrs 
lioulder,  and  shook  him,  so  as  to  awake  htm  from 
lis  dream ;  when,  after  two  or  three  anorts  and 
^oans,  the  dwarf  asked,  peevishly,  what  the  devil 
dlod  him  7 

•*  The  devil  himselt  for  what  I  know,"  said  P*- 
'eril ;  "  is  at  this  veiy  moment  hi  the  roMn  here  be- 
tide us." 

The  dwarf  on  this  informatbn  started  up,  crossed 
limself,  and  began  to  hammer  a  flint  and  ateel  with 
ill  despatch,  until  he  had  lighted  a  Httle  pieeeof  can- 
lie,  which  he  said  was  consecrated  to  Saint  Bridget, 
ina  as  powerful  as  the  herb  caHed  /u^a  tUemimum, 
»r  the  liver  of  the  fish  burnt  by  Tobii  m  the  house  of 
taguel,  forchssingall  goblins,  and  evil  fwdubknis 
pints,  from  the  place  of  its  radiance;  " li;  indeed," 
IS  the  dwarf  caTetully  guarded  his  proposinon. ''thev 
izisted  any  where,  save  in  the  imaginatttm  of  his  fel- 
ow-prisoner."  ,.  . 

Accordingly,  the  apartment  was  no  sooner  anlight- 
ined  by  this  holy  csndle's  end,  than  Julian  began  to 
loubt  the  evidence  of  his  own  ears?  for  mt  only  was 
here  no  one  in  the  room  save  Sir  Oeomey  Hudson 
md  himself;  but  all  the  fastenings  of  the  door  were 
N>  secure,  that  it  seemed  impossible  that  they  ooukl 
lave  been  opened  and  again  fixed,  without  a  mat 
leal  of  noise,  which,  on  the  last  ooeasK>n  fit  least, 
KHild  not  possibly  have  escaped  his  eats,  se«ng  that 
le  must  have  been  on  his  feet,  and  employed  in  seaich* 
ng  the  chamber,  when  the  unknown,  if  an  earthly 
»einB^  was  in  the  act  of  retreating  from  it 

Julian  gazed  fur  a  moment  with  great  earnestness, 
md  no  little  perplexity,  first  on  the  bolted  door,  then 
m  the  grated  window;  and  begah  to  accuse  his  own 
magination  of  having  played  him  an  unpleasant 
rick.  He  answered  h  ttle  to  the  ouestions  of  Hudson, 
md  returning  to  his  bed,,  heard,  in  silence^  a  long 
itudied  oration  on  the  merits  of  Saint  Bridget,  which 
»mprehended  the  greater  part  of  her  long-winded 
(send,  and  concluded  with  the  assurance,  that,  from 
LU  accounts  preserved  of  her,  that  holy  saint  nvas 
he  least  of  all  poieible  women,  except  thoee  of  the 
)igmy  kind. 

By  the  time  the  dwarf  had  ceased  to  speak,  Julian'si 
tesire  of  sleep  had  returned  ;  and  after  a &w  glances^ 
iround  the  apartment,  whieh  was  still  iilummated  by 
he  expiring  beams  of  the  holy  taper,  his  eyes  were 
igain  closed  in  forgetfulness,  and  his  repose  was  not 
i&in  disturbed  in  the  course  of  that  night, 
horning  dawns  on  Newgate,  as  well  as  on  the 
freest  mountaiil-torf  which  Welshman  or  wild  goat 
)ver  trode ;  but  in  so  different  a  fashion,  that  the  very 
)eam8of  heaven^s  precious  sunf  when  they  penetrate 
nto  the  recesses  of  the  prison-house,  have  the  air  of 
leing  committed  to  jail-  Still,  With  the  light  of  day 
iround  him^  Peveril  easily  persuaded  himself  of  the 
ranicy  of  his  preceding  night's  visions;  and  smiled 
srhen  he  reflected  that  fancies,  similar  to  those  to 
which  his  ear  was  often  exposed  in  the  Isle  of  Man, 
[lad  been  able  to  arrange  themselves  in  a  manner  so 
Impressive,  when  he  heard  them  from  the  mouth  of 
io  singular  a  character  as  H>!dson,  and  in  the  soli- 
ludeof  aprison. 

Before  Julian  had  awaked,  the  dwarf  bad  already 
luiiied  bis  bed,  and  was  seated  in  the  chimnev-oonier 


of  the  apartment,  where,  widb  hisownhaods;  ha  had 
arranged  a  morsel  of  fire,  partfy  attending  to  the  aim* 
mering  of  a  small  pot,  which  he  had  plaoed  on  th4 
fiame^  partly  occupied  with  a  huge  folio  volume  whtch 
hiv  OR  the  table  before  him,  and  aeem^  well  nigh  •• 
tall  and  bulky  aa  himseH  He  was  wrapped  op  to  tha 
duakv  crimson  cloak  already  mentioned,  which  served 
him  for  a  rooming-gown,  as  well  as  a  mantle  against 
the  ooM,  and  whioR  correaponded  with  a  large  moo* 
tero  cap,  that  enveloped  hie  head.  The  aiogularitr  of 
hie  features,  and  of  the  eyes,  armed  with  spectacwb 
which  were  now  oast  on  the  subject  of  hia  studHSi 
now  directed  towards  his  little  caldron,  would  haw 
tempted  Rembrandt  to  exhibit  him  onoanvaaa,  eitiHt 
in  the  eharacier  of  an  alchymist,  or  of  a  neeroraan* 
eer,  engaged  in  some  strange  experiment,  under  tha 
dh-ection  oi  one  of  the  huge  manuaia  whieh  treat  oi 
the  theoiy  of  these  mystic  arts. 

The  attention  of  the  dwarf  was  bent,  howovei^ 
apon  a  mure  <k>mestia  object.  .•  He  was  only  «•» 
paring  soup,  of  no  unsavoury  quality,  for  breakraaL 
which  be  mvited  Peveril  lo  partake  irich  him.  **| 
am  an  old  aoldier,"  he  said,  "  and,  I  must  add,  tm 
old  prisoner ;  and  uoderetand  how  to  shift  for  mypelf 
better  than  you  can  do,  young  roan.-<k>nfusioo  to 
the  sooundrei  Clink  he  has  put  the  spiee*box  out  of 
my  reach  l—Will  you  hand  it  ne  from  the  mantel* 
piece  I—I  will  teach  you,  as  the  French  have  it,  iWrs 
la  euiHne ;  and  thm,  if  you  please,  we  will  dividi^ 
like  brethren,  the  loboure  of  our  prisobhouae." 

Julian  rsadily  assented  to  the  littie  man's  f' 

propoaal,  without  mtorposing  any  doubt  as  to 

oontinuing  an  inmate  of  the  same  cell.  'Truth  lii 
that  although,  upon  the  whol&  he  was  inoliiied  to  rs*- 
gard  the  whispering  voice  of^  the  preceding  eventag 
ss  the  impression  or  his  own  excited  &ncy;,  he  felt, 
nevertheleea,  curiosity  to  see  how  a  second  nkht  wti 
to  pass  over  in  the  same  oell  t  and  the  tone  of  the  iii»^ 
visible  intruder,  which  at  midnight  had  been  heaid  by 
him  with  teiror,  now  excited  on  rsoollection  a  gentla 
and  not  unpleasing  species  of  agitation— the  o — 
bined  effect  •of  ^we»  and  of  awakened  curiosity. 

Days  of  captivity  have  little  t.o  marii  them  as  thflT 
glide  aw^v.  That  which  followed  the  night  whfcii 
we  have  oeseribed,  afforded  no  circumstance  of  noMi 
The  dwarf  impMfted  to  his  vouthful  companion  « 
volifme  similar  to  that  which.n>rmedhisown  studio^i 
and  which  proved  to  be  a  tome  of  one  of  Scuderi'a 
now  forgotten  romances,  of  which  Geofiey  Hndoott 
WIS  a  great  admirer,  and  which  were  than  v^ 
fashioni^e  both  at  the  French  and  Engliah  Goorttfi 
although  they  oonuive  to  unita  in  tjieir  immeofM 
folios  all  the  improbabilities  and  absurdities  of  tha 
old  Tomanoes  of  chivalry,  withqut  that  tone  of  ioih 
agination  which  pervades  them,  and  all  the  met»» 
physical  abaurdidea  which  Cowley  and  the  poeta  of 
the  age  had  heaped  upon  the  puMon  of  love,  likeoa 
many  load  of  smaU-ooal  upon  a  slender  fire,  which  it 
smothere  instead  of  siding. 

But  Julian  had  no  oltemativB^  saving  only  to  muse 
over  th9  sorrows  of  Artameans  and  Mandane,  or  ell 
the  complicated  distress  of  his  own  situation;  and  in 
these  disagreesble  divertisements;,  the  morning  crept 
through  as  it  could. 

.  Noon  first,  and  thereafter  night&ll,  weresurcsoii 
ively  marked  by  n,  brief  visit  from  their  atem  Uimtkap^ 
who' with  noiseless  step  and  sullen  demeanour,  did  in 
silence  the  necessary  offices  about  the  meals  of  tlW 
prisoners,  exchanging  with  them  as  fisw  words  aaaa 
official  in  the  Spanish  Inquisition  might  have  p«i\ 
mitted  hhnself  upon  a  similar  occasion.  With  the 
same  taeitum  gravity,  very  diflerent  from  the  laugb* 
ing  humour  into  whush  he  had  been  aurpriaed  on  a 
former  occasioui  be  struck  their  fetters  with  a  small 
hammer,  to  ascertain,  by  the  sound  thus  prodncsd^ 
whether  they  had  been  tampered  with  by  fileorothsr 
wise.  He  next  mounted  on  a  table  to  make  iha 
same  experiment  on  the  window-grating. 

Julian'a  heart  throbbed ;  for  might  not  oneof  tfauos 
grates  have  been  eo  tampered  with  as  to  give  entranea 
to  the  nocturnal  viaitant?  But  they  returned  to  the 
experienced  ear  of  Master  Ghok,  when  he  sU<ue2| 
them  io  Uim  with  the  hammer,  a  dear  and  nni^m 
80uif8,  which  assarsd  him  of  their  seourity 
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'  ''It  wouid  be  difficult  for  any  one  to  gat  in  tbrongh 
these  defeneest"  eaid  JqIuui,  ghang  venl  in  words  to 
bis  own  feeJingSi 

"  Few  wish  that,"  aoawered  the  suily  groom,  mm- 
eonetruing  what  was  imMuw  in  Peveril's  mind ; 
and  let  me  tell  you.  master,  folka  will  find  it  quite  as 
difficult  to  get  out/*    He  retiied,  and  night  came  on. 

The  dwar^  who  tooit  upon  himself  for  the  day  the 
whole  dudes  of  the  apartment,  trundled  about  the 
loom,  making  a  most-importAut  ^hitter  as  he  extm- 
guished  nheir  fire,  and  put  aside  various  matters 
which  had  been  in  ufte  in  the.courae  of  the  day, 
talking  to  himself  all  the  while  in  a  tone  of  no  httle 
eonsequeoee,  occasionaUy  grounded  on  the  deztenty 
with  which  an  old  soldier  could  turn  his  hand  to 
every  thing;  and  at  other  times,  on  the  wonder  that 
%  courtier  of  the  fir»(  rank  should  condescend,  to 
turn  bis  hand  to  any  thing.  Then  came  the  repetition 
<tf  his  accnstomea  prayers ;  but  his  disposition  to 
oBBversedid  not,  sson  tneformer  occasion,  revive  ailer 
'  lis  4evotionsL  On  the  oontraiy,  long  before  Julian 
^jad  closed  an  eye,  the  heavy  breathing  from  Sir 
Oeoifrey  Hodson's'  pallet  declared  that  the  dwarf 
Was  already  in  the  arms  of  Morpheus. 
.  Amid  the  total  darkness  of  the  apartment,  and  with 
a  lonjging  desire,  and  at  the  same  time  no  small  fear, 
Ihr  the  reeorrence  of  the  mysterioua  address  of  the 
nreceding  evening,  Julian  lay  long  awake  without 
hii  thoughts  receiving  any  iniarruption,  save  when 
the  clock  told  the  passing  hour  from  the  ii^igh- 
bmning  steeple  of  St  Sepulchre.  At  length  he  sunk 
into  Slumber ;  but  had  not  tAept,  lo  his  judgment, 
above  an  hour,  when  he  was  roused  by  the  sound 
wfaiofa  his  waking  ear  had  00  long  expected  in 
▼ain. 

'  **C8n  you  sleep  ?^ Will  you  8lea>7-~Dare  you 
sleep  7"  were  the  questions  impressed  on  his  ear,  in 
the  same  clear,  son,  and  melodious  voice,  which  had 
ftddreased  him  on  the  preceding  night. 
•  "Who  is  it  asks  me  the  question T'  fjiswered 
Jvlian.  **  But  be  the  questioner  good  or  evil,  I  reply 
that  I  am  a  guiltless  prisoner  t  and  that  innooenoe 
may  wish  and  dare  to  sleep  soundly." 

**  Ask  no  questions  of  me,"  said  the  voice :  *'  neither 
■tteoript  todisoover  who  speaks  to  yon ;  and  be  assured 
that  tolly  alone  can  sleepy  with  fraud 
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}  him." 


I  and  danger  be* 


**  Can  yoQ,  who  tell  meof  dangers^  ootmael  me  how 
to  combat  or  how  to  avoid  them  7"  said  Julian. 

**  My  power  is  limited,"  said  the  voice  s  "yet  some- 
thing  I  can  do^  as  a  glow-worm  can  show  a  precipioe. 
Bat  von  must  confide  in  me." 

^Confidende  most  beffet  confidence,"  answered 
Janan.  "  I  cannot  impose  trust  in  I  know  not  what 
or  whom." 

'   **  Speak  not  so  loud,"  replied  the  voice,  sinking 
almost  into  a  whisper. 

**  Last  night  you  said  my  companion  would  not 
awake,"  said  Julian. 

'*  To^-night  1  warrant  not  that  he  ahall  sleep,"  said 
the  voice.  And  as  it  spok&  the  hoarae,  snatching^ 
diacoitiant  tones  of  the  d  warl  were  heard,  demanding 
of  Julian  why  he  talked  in  his  sleep*-wherefore  he 
did  not  rest  himself  and  let  other  people  rest— end, 
flaallv,  whether  hisvisiona  of  last  night  were  returned 
upon  him  airein  7 

"  Say  yea,"  said  the  voices  in  a  whisper,  so  low,  yet 
■0  disunct,  that  Julian  almost  doubted  whether  it  was 
not  an  echo  of  his  own  thought,—'"  Say  but  yea-^nd 
l^rt  to  return  no  more  I" 

In  desperate  circumstances  men  look  to  strange 
and  unusual  remedies ;  and  although-  unable  10'  caU 
cuaite  the  chances  of  advantage  wnicfa  this  singular 
pommnnication  opened  to  him,  Julian  did  not  feel 
laelin^  to  let  ihem  at  once  escape  from  him.  He 
anawered  tne  dwarf,  that  he  had  been  troubled  by  an 
alarming  dream. 

**  I  could  have  sworn  it,  from  the  sound  of  your 
•moe,"  said  Hudson.  "  It  is  strange,  now,  that  you 
ave7grown  men  never  possess  the  extreme  firmness 
af  nerves  proper  to  us  who  are  cast  in  a  more  com- 
pact mould.  My  own  voice  retains  its  masculine 
•auods on  all  oceasiona  Dr.  Cockerel  waa  of  opinion, 
that  there  was  the  saine  aUowanoe  of  nerve  ana 


sinew  to  men  of  ever>-  sixe,  and  that  nature  tpm  the 
stock  out  thinner  or  stronger,  accordin^f  to  the  exteo* 
of  surface  which  |hey  were  to  cover.  Hence,  the 
least  creatures  are  oAentimes  the  strongest.  Plioei 
beetle  under  a  tall  candlestick,  and  the  loseci  will 
move  it  by  iu  efforts  to  get  out;  which  is,  in  point  of 
oompareuvc  strength,  as  if  one  of  us  should  efaai^e 


his  Msjest/s  prison  of  Newgate  by  similar  srnig^a 
Cats  alscH.  and  weaselsi  are  creatures  of  greater  exer- 
tk>tt  and  endurance  than,  dogs  or  sheep.  And  a 


generaL  you  may  remark,  that  little  men  daoce  bel* 
ter,  and  are  more  unwearied  under  exertion  of  every 
kind,  than  those  to  whom  their  own  weigbi  miat 
necessarily  be  burdensoma  I  respect  vou.  Uawr 
Peveril,  because  I  am  tofd  you  have  lulled  om  a 
those  gigantic  fellows,  who  go  about  swaggerny 
as  if  their  souls  were  taller  than  ours^ because  that 
noses  are  nearer  to  the  clouds  by  a  cabu  or  two.  But 
do  not  value  yourself  on  this,  ss  any  thing  wit  ud* 
usnaL  I  would  have  you  to  know  it  hath  been  alwi)i 
thus)  and  that,  in  the  history  of  all  ages,  the  cleuu 
tight,  dapper,  htde  fellow,  hath  proved  an  OTermitdi 
for  his  bulky  antagonist  I  need  only  instance,  «a 
of  holy  writ,  the  celebrated  downfall  of  Goliatb,  m 
of  another  lubbard,  who  had  more  fingers  to  his  lud^ 
and  niore  inches  to  his  stature,  than  ought  tobeloog 
to  an  honest  man,  and  who  was  slain  by  a  nepbcv 
of  good  King  David  {  and  of  many  Otherh  whom  I« 
not  remembu';  nevertheless,  they  were  aQ  Phibsjaa 
of  gigantic  siatore.'  In  the  classics,  alao,  yoa  bra 
TydeiM,  and  other  tight,  compact  heroes,  wboa -Or 
minutive  bodies  were  the  abode  of  laige  minds,  ins 
indeed  you  may  observe,  In  sacred  as  well  upnAM 
history,  t^at  your  giants  are  ever  heretics  and  b^ 
phemcm,  robbera  ana  oppresBors,  outrage oTw 
female  sex,  and  scof&re  at  regular  authority,  m 
were  Gog  and  9Iam>g,  whom  our  authentic  cfiroa* 
cles  voiicn  to  have  Deen  slain  near  to  PlfWOSKV 
the  good  Uttle  Knight  Corineti^  who  faie  oaoie  (0 
Com  wall.  Ascaparte  also  was  subdueasT  BevtL  m 
Colbrand  by  Guy,  as  Southami»ton  and  wirnacw 
testify.  Like  unto  these  was  the  mant  Ho»>i&  A 
Bretagno  by  King  Arthur.  Apd  If  Ryence,  p>g  ot 
North  Waiea,  who  was  done'  to  death  by  tbesatne 
worthy  champion  of  Christendom,  be  not  actyaOl 
termed  a  giant,  it  is  plain  he  was  little  belter,  aaa 
he  reQqired  twenty^lbur  kings'  beards,  wmch  wa* 
then  worn  full  and  long,  to  fur  his  gown ;  wbtfB9> 
computiflyE  each  beard  at  eighteen  inches,  (and  fs 
cannot  allow  leas  for  a  beard-royaU  and  Emoaat 
only  the  front  of  the  gown  trimmed  tberewilb,  asm 
i)se  ermine  1  and  that  the  back  was  moontefl  aa 
hned.  instead  of  cat^skins  and  equirrds*  fiir.  wita.tH 
beards  of  earls  and  dukes,  and  other  inferior  dignifr 

riea— may  amount  to But  I  aill  worii  the  quesiioi 

to<'roorrow."  .- 

Nothing  is  more  soporific  to  any  (save  a^iww 
pher  or  moneyed  man)  than  (he  operation  of  pi^^ 
and  when  in  bed,  the  eflect  is  irresistible.  Sir  oom* 
fiey  fell  asleep  in  tJie  act  of  calculating  Kin^;  Bretx*' 
height,  from  the  supposed  length  of  his  maDUfi 
Indeed,  had  he  not  stumbled  on  tliis  obsiniaesBl^ 
of  calbulation,  there  ia  no  guessing  howlonghen>»» 
have  held  focth  upon  the  superiority  of  men  ol  am 
stature,  which  was  so  great  a  favounte  with  mnu  wj 
numerous  as  such  narratives  are,  the  dwarf  baa  co- 
lected  almost  aU  the  instancca  of  their  victonesow 
giants  which  history  or  romance  afforded.         ^ 

No  sooner  liad  uneouivocal  signs  of  ^bejlwMi  * 
sound  slumbers  reached  Julian'a  ears,  than  he  ««» 
i^in  to  listen  eagerly  for  the  renewal  of  that  rojw 
nous  communication  which  was  at  once  w^fr^^S 
and  awfui.  Even  whilat  Hudson  was  8P<?^"^  " 
had, instead  of  lieetowinghia  attention  upon  nis euwa 
on  persons  of  low  stature,  kept  his  eare  on  waicnoi 
guard,  to  mark,  if  possible,  the  lightest  «>«»wb  oisg 
sort  which  might  occur  in  the  apartment;  so  tnaiw 
thought  it  scarce  possible  that  even  a  fly/«y,£J!: 
left  it  without  ita  motion  being  overheard.  lU  w^j 
fore,  his  invisible  monitor  was  indeed  a  creaiare  w 
this  world— an  opinion  which  Juhan  s  sound  ^ 
rendered  him  unwilling  to  renounce— that  teing.«w» 
pot  have  left  the  apartment;  and  he  wwted  im^ 
ticntiy  for  a  renewal  of  their  communi'^aiion,  uc 
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nro  dtMpp>inted  {  not  the  lightest  aouod  naehed 
bis  ear;  and  the  noctamal  visiter,  iC  still  in  the  room, 
appeared  determined  on  silence. 

it  was  in  vain  that  Peveril  coughed,  hemmedt  and 
jiavo  other  symptoms  of  being  awake;  at  length, 
Hich  became  his  impatience,  that  he  resolved,  at  any 
risfc,  to  speak  first,  in  hopes  of  renewing  the  com- 
munication hef  wixt  them.  "  Whoever  thou,  art,'*  he 
■ud,  in  a  voioe  load  enough  to  be  heard  by;  a  wak- 
ing person,  but  not  ao  high  as  to  disturb  his  sleep- 
ing oompaoion— **  Whoever,  or  whatever  thou  art, 
'  iA  aho^ 
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that  haA  shown  some  interest  in  the  fate  of  such  a 
sastaway  as' Julian  Peveril,  q>eak  once  more,  I  oon- 
luie  thee;  and  be  your  eommunication  for  good  or 
svil,  behet e  me,  I  am  equally  prepared  to  abide  the 


No  answer  of  any  kind  was  returned  to  this  invo- 
sstion ;  nor  did  the  least  sound  intimate  the  pre- 
>  of  the  bsing  lo  whom  it  was  so  solenmly  ad» 


"I  speak  in  vain,"  said  Julian ;  *  and  perhaps! 
im  but  uivokiog  that  which  is  insensible  of  human 
iseltng,  or  which  tftkeie  a  malign  pleasuvB  in  human 
offermg." 

There  was  a  getfCe  and  half-broken  eigh  from  ^ 
omer  of  the  apartment,  which,  answering  to  this 
aBclamaiioo,  seemed  to  oontraojct  the  imputation 
rliich  it  conveyed; 

Jfdian,  naturally  oourageous.  and  famOiarized  by 
hia  time  to  his  situation,  raised  himseu  in  bed,  and 
tfetchedont  his  arm,  to  repeat  his  adjuration,  when 
be  voice,  as  if  alarmed  at  his  action  and  energy, 
rhispereo,  in  a  tone  more  hurried  than  that  which 
I  had  hitherto  used,  *'B6  still-^move  not<-or  I  am 
Bute  for  ever  1'' 

I.  "  It  is  theaa  mortal  being  who  ia  firesent  with  me^" 
ras  the  natural  inference  of  Julian,  "  and  one  who  is 
tf^bably  afraid  of  being  detected  1 1  have  then  some 
w>irer  over  m^  visiter,  though  I  must  be  cautious  how 

use  iL— If  your  intents  are  friendly."  he  proceeded, 
^  there  was  never  a  lime  in  which  I  lacked  friends 
nore,  or  would  be  more  grateful  for  kinchiess.  The 
ato  of  all  who  are  dear  to  me  is  weighed  in  the  ba- 
anpe,  and  with  worlds  would  J  buy  the  tidings  of 
!heir  safsty."  ■ 

**I  have  said  my  power  is  limited,"  replied  the  voice. 
*  You  I  may  be  able  to  preserve— the  fata  of  your 
fiends  is  beyond  my  control." 

"l4et  me  at  least  know  it,"  said  Julian i  "and,  be 
t  a*  it  may,  I  will  not  shun  to  shsre  it." 

*'For  whom  would  you  inquire?"  said  the  aoft, 
>weet  voiooi  not  without  a  tremulousness  of  accent, 
laif  the  question  was  put  with  diffident  reluctance. , 

"  My  parent!."  said  Julian,  after  a  moment's  hesi- 
ation ;  ''how  fare  they  7— What  will  be  their  fi^ta?" 

''They  &r6  as  the  fort  under  which  the  enemy  has 
lB(g  a  deadly  mine.  The  work  razy  have  cohI  the  la- 
pour  of  yeaik  such  were  the  impediments  to  theengi- 


... . ;  but  Time  brings  opportunity  upon  its  wuigs.' 
''And  what  w^U  be  the  event?"  said  Peveril. 
"Can  I  read  the  fumce,"  answered  the  voice,  **  save 
ly  comparison  with  the  pa8t7^Wh(>  has  been  hunted 
»n  these  stam  and  unmitigable  accusations,  but  has 
leen  at  last  brought  to  bay  1  Did  high  and  noble 
atth.  honoured  age,  and  approved  benevolence,  save 
he  unfortunate  Lord  Stafford  7  Did  learning,  capa- 
ity  of  intrigue^  or  high  Court  favour,  redeem  Cole- 
Bao,  altliough  the  ooolideniial  servant  of  the  heir 
maurapuve  of  the  Crownqf  Cnghindl— Did  subtiltv 
ind  genius,  and  the  exertions  of  a  numerous  sect, 
»ve  Feawicke,  or  Whitbread,  or  any  -other  of  the 
lecused  priests  7— Were  Oroves,  PicKerinA  or  the 
»ther  humble  wretches  who  have  sufl'ereo,  safe  in 
heir  obscurity?— There  is  no, condition  in  life,  no 
legiee  of  talent,  no  form  of  principle,  which  ailords 
^t^tion  against  an  accusation,  which  levels  oondi- 
lona,  confounds  characterSr  renders  men's  virtues 
heir  sins,  and  rates  them  as  dangerous  in  proportion 
IS  they  have  in fluencet  though  attained  in  toe  noblest 
nanner,  and  uaed  for  the  beat  purposes.  Call  such  a 
loe  but  an  accessory  to  the  Plot—let  him  be  mouthed 
n  the  evidence  of  Oates  or  DiijB^dale— and  the  blind- 
isc  shall  foresee  the  issue  of  their  trial" 


riiield  invuhterable  to.  protect  him.    He  is  inno- 
cent." 

"Let  him  plead  his  innocence  at  the  bar  of  Hea- 
ven," said  the  voice;  "it will  serve  him  little  whei^ 
Scibggs  preeides." 

"  Still  I  fear  not,"  said  Julian,  counterfeiting  more 
confidence  tbsn  he  really  possessed;  "my  lather's 
cause  will  bo  oleaded  before  twelve  Englishmen." 

"  Better  before  twelve  wild  beasts,"  answered  the 
Invisible,  "than  before  Englishmen,  mfluenced  with 
party  prejudice,  paaaioiL  and  the  epidemic  terror  of 
an  imaginary  danger.  They  are  bold  in  guilt  in  pro- 
purtwn  to  toa  number  amongst  whom  me  crime  is 
divided."  , 

"Ul-omened  apcaker,"  soid  Juliaru  ''thine  is  indeed 
a  voice  fiued  only  to  sound  with  the  n)idnight  bell, 
end  the  acreech-owL  Yet  speak  again.  Tell  me,  if 
thou  canst"— (he  would  have  said^of  Alice  Bridge' 
north,*  but  the  word  would  not  leave  his  tongue)-* 
"  Tell  me,"  he  said,  "  if  the  noble  house  of  Derby"— 

"Let  them  keep  their  rock  like  the  sea-fowl  m  thf 
tempest ;  and  it  may  so  fall  out,"  answered  the  voices 
**  that  their  rock  may  be  a  safe  refuge.  Bat  there  it 
hlood  on  their  ermine ;  end  revenge  has  dogged  them 
for  many  a  year,  like  a  blood-hound  that  hath  .been 
distanced  in  the  morning  chase,  but  may  yet  jirappla 
the  quarry  ere  the  sun  shall  set  At  present,  however, 
they  are  safe.— Am  I  now  to  speak  farther  op  your 
own  affairs,  which  involve  little  short  of  your  life  and 
honour?  jor  are  there  yet  any  whose  interests  yoo 
prefier  to  your  own?" 

''There  ia,"  said  Julian,  "one  from  whom  I  waa 
violently  part^  yeaterday;  if  I  knew  but  of  her 
safety,  I  were  uttk  anxious  for  my  own." 

"Onej"  returned  the  voioot  "only  one  from  whom  • 
you  were  parted  yesterday?" 

"But  in  parting  from  whom,"  said  Juban,  "I&lt 
separated  izom  all  happineas  which  the  work!  can 
give  me."  . 

"  Tou  mean  Alice  Bndgenorth,"  said  the  invisible, 
with  some  bitterness  of  accent;  "but  her  you  will 
never  see  more.  Your  own  life  and  hers  depend  on 
your  forgetting  each  other." 

"I  cannot  purchase  my  own  life  at  that  price," 
rMied  Julian. 
, 'Then  nia  in  your  obstinacy,"  returned  the  In- 
visible; nor  to  air  the  entreaties  which  he  used  was 
he  able  to  obtain  another  word  in  the  couxae  of  that 
remarkable  night 


CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

A  ■bort-hottgli'd  nan,  bat  Ml  of  pride. 

Allan  RAMiAy. 

The  blood  of  Julian  Peveri\  was  so  much  fevered 
by  the  state  in  which  his  invisible  visiter  left  him,  that 
he  was  unable,  for  a  length  of  rime,  to  find  repose. 
He  swore  to  himself  that  he  would  discover  and 
expose  the  nocturnal  demon  which  stole  on  his  hours 
of  rest,^  only  to  add  gall  to  bitterness,  and  to  pour 
poison  into  those  wounds  wliich  already  smarted  so 
severely.  There  wss  nothing  which  his  power  ex- 
tended to,  that,  in  hii  rage,  he  did  not  threaten.  He 
proposed  a  closer  and  morp  rigorous  survey  of  his 
cell,  so  that  he  might  discover  the  mode  by  which  his 
tormeoter  entered,  were  :t  as  unnoiiceable  ais  an 
auger-hole.  If  his  diligence  should  prove  unavailing, 
he  determined  to  inform  the  jailers,  to  whom  it  could 
not  be  indifferent  to  know,  that  their  prison  was  ooen 
to  such  intrusiops.  He  proposed  to  himself,  to  dis- 
cover from  their  looks,  whether  they  were  already 
privy  to  these  visits :  and  if  so,  to  denounce  thdm  to 
the  magistratea,  to  tpe  judges,  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, was  the  least  that  nis  resentment  proposed. 
Sleep  surprised  his  worn-out  frame  in  the  midst  of  his 
projects  .of  discovery  and  vengeance,  ana,  as  fi^ 
Quenrly  happens,  the  light  of  the  ensuing  day  proved 
favourable  to  calmer  resolutions. 

He  now  reflected  that  he  had  noj^ound  to  consider 
the  motives  of  his  visiter^  as  positively  malevolent, 

Slthough  he  had  afforded  him  little  encouragement  to   ' 
ope  for  assistance  on  tne  points  he  hnd  most  n. 


'prophet  of  EvUt"  said  Julian,  "my  C&ther  has  a  I  heart,    'i'owards  hLins^C  thoi«)  had  been  expressed  ( 
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decided  feefing,  both  of  sympalfiy  and  irrterert;  \t 
through  means  of  the9e  he  could  acquire  hie  liberty, 
he  tmftht.  when  poBaeseed  of  freedom,  turn  it  t6  the 
benefit  or  those  tor  whonr  he  wa^  more  interested 
than  for  his  own  welfare.  "I  have  behaved  like  a 
Ibol/'  he  said;  ^'I  ouRht  to  have  temporized  with  this 
•insular  being,  learned  the  modVea  of  its  interferencei, 
Bm  availed  myself  of  its  succour,  pmrided  I  couid  do 
ao  without  any  dishonourable  conditions.  It  would 
pave  been  always  time  enough  to  reject  such  when 
they  should  have  been  proposed  to  me." 

8p  saying,  be  was  fbrmmg  projects  for  regntating 
Mrmiercourse  with  the  stronger  more  prudently,  in 
ease  their  communication  should  be  renewed,  when 
his  meditations  were  interrupted  by  the  peremptory 
iummons  of-  Sir  Geoffrey  Hudson,  that  he  woura,  in 
mt  turn,  be  pleased  to  perform  those  domestic  duties 
Of  their  common  habitatiofL  which  the  dwaff  had 
yesterday  taken  upon  himsetr. 

There  was  no  resisting  a  request  so  reasonable,  and 
Peveril  accordingly  rose  arid  betook  himself  to  the 
trrangement  oi  their  prison^  while  Sir  Hudson, 
perched  upon  a  stool  fVom  which  his  legs  did  not  by 
halfway  reach  the  ground,  satin  anoeture  of  elegant 
langQQr,  twangUng  upon  an  old  broken^winded 
guitar,  -and  singing  songs  in  Spanish,  Moorish,  and 
Lingua  France,  most  detestably  out  of  tune.  He 
failed  not.  at  the  conclusion  of  each  ditty,  to  favour 
Julian  with  some  account  of  what  he  had  sung,  either 
in  the  way  of  translation,  or  historical  anecdote,  or 
18  the  lay  was  (X)nnected  with  some  peculiar  part  of 
his  own  eventful  history,  in  the  course  of  which  the 
poor  little  man  had  chanced  to  have  been  taken  hy  a 
X  paUee  rover,  and  carried  captive  into  Morocco. 

This  part  of  his  life  Hudson  used  to  make  the  era 
of  man V,  strange  adventures;  and,  if  he  could  him- 
9^  be  believed,  he  bad  made  wild  work  among  the 
affections  of  thd  Emperor's  seraglio.  But^  although 
few  were  in  ft  situation  to  cross-examine  him  on  gal- 
ianirles  and  intrigues  of  which  the  scene  was  so 
remote^  the  officers  of  ihe  garrisot)  of  Tangier  had  a 
report  current  amongst  4hera,  that  the  only  use  to 
which  the  tyrannical  Moors  could  concert  a  slave  of 
anch  slender  corporeal  strength,  was  to  employ  him 
to  lie  a-bed  all  dn^,  and  hatch  turkey's  eggs.  The 
least  allusion  to  this  rumour  used  to  drive  rnm  well- 
ni^h  frantic,  and  the  fatal  termination  of  his  duel 
with  young  Crofts,  which  bc«an  in  viranton  mirth, 
and  ended^  in  bloodshed,  made  men  more  coy  than 
they  had  formerly  beeou.  Q|C  making  the  fiery  little 
hero  the  subject  of  their  raillery. 

While  PevferH.  did  the  ^ramry.of  the  apartment, 
the  dwarf  remained  much  at  nis  ease,  carolling  in 
the,  manner  we  have  described :  bat  when  he  beheld 
Julian  attempting  the  task  of  the  oook,  Sir  Geo0rey 
Hudson  sprung  from  the  stool  on  which  he  sat  en 
Signoj\  at  the  risk  of  breaking  both  his  guitar  and 
hu  neck,  ejcclaiming,  "That  he  would  rather  prepai^ 
breakfast  every  morning  betwixt  this  and  the  day  of 
iudgment,  than  commit  a  tKsk  of  such  consequence 
Ui  an  inexperienced  bul^gleriikc  his  companion." 

The  >roung  man  gladly  resigned  his  task  to  the 
splenetic  little  Knight,  nad  only  smiled  at  his  re- 
aentment  when  he  added,  that,  to  be  hut  a  mortal 
of  middle  stature,  Julian  was  as  stupid  as  a  giant. 
I-eaving  the  dwarf  to  prepare  the  meal  after  his  own 
pleasure,  Peveril  employed  himself  in  measuring  the 
room  with  his  eyes  on  every  side,  and  in  endeavour- 
ing 16  discover  some  private  entrance,  such  ^s  might 
admit  his  midnight  visitant,  and  perhaps /could  be 
'  SIl^^^^  '"  ^^^  °*  ^^  ^^^  effecting  his  own  escape. 
The  floor  next  engaged  a  scrutiny  equafly  minute, 
but  more  sucoeiisfiir. 

Close  by  his  own  pallet,  and  diopp^  in  such  a 
mannerthat  be  must  have  seen  it  sooner  but  for  the 
hurry  with  which  he  obeyed  the  summons  of  the  im- 
patient dwarjt  lay  a  slip  of  paper,  sealed,  and  directed 
With  the  initial  letters  J,  P.,  which  seemed  to  ascer- 
tain that,  it  wos  addressed  to  himself.  He  look  the 
opportunity  of  opening  it  while  the  soup  was  in  the 
very  moment  of  projection,  and  the  ftiU  attention  of 
lus  companion  was  occupied  by  what  he,  in  common 


ring  bis  ol«enra'doii,  orawidtL 
had  the  oppononily  to  read  as 

**  R9«h  and  Infiitoated  as  Vbu  are|  there  isom  vbo 
would  foifeit  much  to  stand  betwixt  yoa  aod  yssr « 
fate.  You  ars  to-morrow  to  be  removed  to  tfaeTo«« 
where  yoir  life  cannot  be  assured  for  a  aindei^ 
for,  doling  the  few  hours  you  have  besn  in  Load^ 
you  have^rovoked  a  xesemroent  which  is  aoteadf 
slaked.  Hiere  Is  but  one  ehaoc*  far  foa,-feBoian 
A.  B.— think  no  more  of  her.  If  chat  be  iropoinU^ 
think  of  her  but  as  one  whoM  yoo  osa  flsTer  m 
agtin.  If  ytmr  heart  cian  resolve  to  giia  jpaaW 
tachment  which  it  shovM  new  have  eMatsinsd,  wk 
which  it  would  be  madness  tc  oheiiah  ioB»  mb 
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must  part.' 
II I  am  to  be  removed,  thenT*  said  Jufian. 

Council." 

"  To  convey  me  to  theTowerl"  .       „  j. 

"  Whfew  I"  exclaimed  the  officer  of  the  law^  •■• 
the  devfl  told  you  that  t  But  since  you  do  kn««j 
there  is  no  harm  to  say  ay.  So  make  yourself  IJJ 
to  move  immediately ;  and  first,  hold  out  fout  v^ 
beaters  rill  I  take  off  the  darbies."  ,  ^j^ 

^  "Is  that  uwialf  said  Peveril,  stretching  oat  w 
feet  arfthe  fellow  directod,  while  his  fetters  we»» 

With  Wiser  in-i  toller  men.  cocfiideied  as  one  of  the       "Why,  ay,  master,  these  fetters  belong  to  the  keq« 
Principal  occupations  of  hfe  j  so  tliat,  without  mcur- 1  they  are  not  «-going  to  send  them  t?5e  UttMHiA 


your  aoquiesence  in  this  condition  known  I, , „ 

on  your  hat  a  white  band,  or  white  foothsi;  orlnot 
(^  riband  of  the  same  colour,  whiebever  yoo  aqr 
most-  easily  come  by.  MhtM  wili,  in  thatcBich m 
as  if  hy  accident,  on  board  of  that  which  is  toooeiqr 
you  to  the  Tower,  uo  you  in  the  oonfiniQa  jov 
overboard,  and  swim  to  the  Soothwaik  ode  « IM 
Thames.  Friends  will  attend  there  to  seous  y«r 
escape  and  you  will  find  youraelf  with  one  who  «i 
rather  lose  character  and  tile,  Ihaa  ifaat  a  hiirif 
your  head  should  fall  to  the  ground ;  but  who^  if  jm 
reject  the  waging,  can  onlv  tl^nk  of  ypa  as  dh 
fool  who  perishes  in  his  folly.  Slav  fiear«Q  pm 
you  to  a  sound  iddgment  of  yoor  oonaitioa !  Sopnii 
one  who  wooldTbe  your  fhend,  if  yon  jleaaad,     ^ 

^e  Tbwer  Wt  wns  a  word  of  tsmr,  erso  mna 
than  tf  civil  prison;  for  how  manybasssgesio^l 
did  that  dark  structure  prcipent!  Thssaiieifen» 
tions  which  it  had  witnessed  in  precidiag  mm 
were  not  perhaps  morenumeroot  than  tMS0ci«(MP> 
ders  which  had  taken  piece  wMiin  its.wilkf  fsNJ 
yeril  did  not  a  moment  heaitrite  on  thefsft  »m?F 
had  to  perform,  "  I  will  shAre  my  fM«  l«<  hi 
said;  "I  thought  but  of  him  when  ih«rl«wt» 
hither ;  I  will  think  of  nothinjg  else  whso  thefcinmf 
me  to  yonder  still  more  dreadft^  place  of  eoiifineiMiK; 
ft  is  hni.  and  it  is  btfv  meet  tlmt  it  sbeOki  bsfeioei 


—And  thou.  AliceBndgenorth,  the  day  thitlu-- 
thee,  may  I  be  held  auke  a  traitor  and  a  asHiWr 
Qo,  false  adviser,  and  abare  the  Aue  of  seduttnui 
heretical  teachersl"  ._ 

He  could  not  help  uttering  this  Isst  eipiig" 
aloud,  as  he  threw"  the  billet  inio  the  firs,  viih  »'••■ 
mence  which  made  the  dwarf  etart  with  snrjm 
*What  say  you  of  burning  herotka.  fwng  manr  « 
exclaimed ;  **by  my  foith,  your  seal  must  bewwt 
than  mine,  if  you  talk  on  such  a  subject  when  thebv 
tics  are  the  prevailing  number.  May  I  measure  «f  ■ 
without  my  shoes,  but  the  hererics  wonld  havetbew 
ofitifwecameiothaiworic.  BewareofsuebwoA 

y  Too  late  to  beware  of  words  spoken  aad  bem 
said  the  turnkey,  who,  opening  the  door  with  um** 
precautions  to  avoid  noise,  hatfstolenunperoeinaiDjJ 
the  room:  " however.  Master  Peveril  has  Wiw 
Tike  a  gentleman,  and  I  am  no  talebearer,  on  caoafUB 
he  willconsiderlhavehad  tronble  in  hismatttn. 

Julian  bad  no  alternative  but  to  take  the  fajm 
hint  and  administer  a  bribe,  with  which  Hast<r  W 
was  BO  well  satisfied,  that  he  exclaimed,  *''<7*"if 
his  heart  to  take  leave  of  such  «  kind-natDredgelH^ 
man,  and  that  he  could  have  tnmed  thekeyooHB 
for  twenty  years  with  pleasure.    But  the  best  fna* 

milflt  nart  " 
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r  trow.  No,  DO,  tlie  warders  must  bring  their  own 
nsr  wUb  theoi j  they  get  none  here,  I  promisie  therti. 
Nevertheless,  if  your  honour  hath  a  fancy  to  go  in 
fetters,  as  thinking  it  may  move  compassioirofyoar 
Miaa" 

**  I  have  no  intcnti9n  to  make  my  case  seem  worse 
:han  it  ij^"  said  Jiibao,  whilst  at  the  same  time  it 
rrossed  his  mind  that  his  anon^ous  correspondent 
|iuat  be  well  acQuaipted  both  with  his  own  persona! 
Iai>iis,  since  the  letter  proposed  a  plan  of  escape  which 
dould  on^y  b&eixecuiea  by  a  botd^swimroer,  and  with 
!he  fashions  of  the  prison,  since  it  was  foreseen  that 
le  would  not  be  ironed  on  bis  passage  to  the  Tower. 
The  turnkey's  next  Speech  made  faim  carry  conjeetore 
itill  farther. 

"  There  is  nothing  in  life  I  woaid  not  do  for  so  brave 
ijguest,"  said  ClinK ;  *'  I  could  nab  one  of  my  wife's 
loands  for  yoi^  it  your  honour  had  the  fancy  to  mount 
he  while  flag  m  your  beaver." 

"To  what  good  purpose?"  said  JuliaQi  shortly, 
»nnecting  as  was  natural,  theman's  proposed  civility 
vith  the  advice  given  and  tbe  signal  preacribed  in  the 
iiCter. 

**  Nay,  to  no  good  purpose  I  know  of,'^  said  the  tmrn- 
Ddy ;  **on1y  it  is  the  fashion  to  seem  white  and  harm- 
saa^a  sort  of  token  of  not  guiltiness,  as  I  may  say, 
vfaich  folks  desire  to  show  the  world  whether  they  be 
nilygyi^tyor  not;  but  I  cannot  say  that  guiltiness  or 
lot  giiilcmess  arguflea  mach,.  saving  they  be  words  in 
hevardict." 

**  Strange,"  thought  Peveril,  although  the  man 
eemed  to  speak  quite  naturally,  and  without  any  dou- 
ble ineaning,  "strange  that  all  should  apparently  com- 
>itte  to  realize  the  plan  of  escape,  could  I  but  give  my 
pnsent  to  it  I  And  had  I  not  better  consent  1  Who^ 
iver  does  so  much  for  me  must  wish  me  well,  and  a 
^l-wisher  would  never  enforce  the  unjust  condi- 
ions  on  which  I  am  required  to  consent  to  my  libera* 
ion." 

But  this  miagiving  of  bis  resolution  was  but  for  a 
moment  He  speedily  recollected,  that  whoever  aided 
im  in  escaping,  must  be  necessarily  exposed  to  gi^t 
Lsk,  and  had  a  right  to  name  the  stipulation  on  which 
a  was  willing  to  incur  it.  He  also  recollected  that 
alsehood  is  equaliybnse.  whether  expressed  in  words 
r  m  dumb  show;  and  that  he  should  lie  as  flatty  by 
fling  the  signal  agreed  upon  in  evklence  of  his  re- 
ouncing  Alice  Bndgenorth,  as  he  would  in  direct 
itrms  if  ne  made^sucn  renunciation  without  the  par- 
oseof  abiding  by  it. 

"If  you  would  oblige  me,"  he  said  to  the  turnkey, 
let  mo  have  a  piece  of  black  silk  crape  for  the  pur- 
ose  you  mention." 

"Of  crape"  aaid  the  fellow;." wha^  should  that 
ignify^f  why,  the  bien  morts,  who  bing^out  to  tour 
t  you,*  will  think  you  a.  chimney-aweeper  on  Jif  ay- 
av." 

**  It  will  show  my  settled  sorrow  "  said  Julian,  "  as 
rail  an  my  determined  resolution." 

"As  you, will,  sir,"  answered  the  fellow;  "I'll  pro* 
Me  you  with  a  black  rag  of  some  kind  or  other.  So, 
ow.  let  OS  be  moving," 

liilian  intimated  his  readiness  to  attehd  him,  and 
ioceeded  to  bid  farewell  to  his-  late  companion,  the 
tout  Oeoffrev  Hudson.  Vhe  parting  was  n^t  without 
nnotioc  on  both  sides,  more  partfcularly  on  that  of 
lepoor  little  man,  who  had  taken  a  particular  liking 
)  the  companion  of  whom  he  was  now  about  to  be 
eprived.  "  Fare  ye  w«ll,"  he  said,  "  my  young 
lend,"  taking  Julian's  hand  in  both  his  own  uplifted 
alms,  in  which  action  he  somewhat  resembled  the 
tiitude  of  a  sailor  pulling;  a  rope  overhead,—"  Many 
)  nriy  situation  would  think  himself  wronged,  as  a 
oldier  and  servant  of  the  King's  chamber,  in'  seeing 
ou  removed  to  a  more  honourable  prison  than  that 
rhich  I  am  limited  unto.  Brtt,  I  thank  God,  I  gradge 
ou  not  the  Tower,  nor  the  Rocks  of  Scilly,  nor  even 
^arisbrooke  Castle,  though  the  latter  was  graced  with 
he  captivity  of  my  blessed  and  martyred  master.  Gio 
irhere  yon  will,  1  wish  you  all  the  distinctbn  of  an 
ionourable  prison-hous^  and  a  safe  and  speedy  de- 
brernnce  in  God's  own  time.  For  myself,  my  race  is 
lear  a  dcs^  and  that  because  I  fall  a  martyr  to  th^ 
*  Ti«  fnittt  iJMf,  who  tun  out  to  leok  at  jraa. 
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over-tenderness  of  ny  <nxm  heart.  11i«ra  is  a  cir> 
eumstance,  good  Master  Julian  Peveril,  which  should 
have  been  yours,  had  Providence  permitted  our  farther 
intimacy,  but  it  fits  not  the  present  hour.  Gto^  then, 
my  friend,  and  bear  wimcas  in  life  and  death,  that 
Gkoffrey  Hudson  scorns  the  insults  and  persecotiona 
of,  fortune,  as  he  would  despise,  and  has  often  da* 
apised.  the  mischievons  pranka  of  .an  oveigrown 
schoolboy." 

So  saying,  he  turned  away,  and  hid  his  face  with 
his  little  handkerchief,  while  Julian  felt  towards  him 
that  tragi-comic,  sensation  which  makea  us  pity  the 
object  which  excites  it,  not  the  less  that  we  are  aoma* 
What  inclined  to  laugh  amid  oor  sympathy.  T^m- 
jailer  made  him  a  signal,  which  Peiveril  obeyed,  lm.v* 
ing  the  dwarf  to  diaoonaolete  aolituda. 

As  Julian  followed  the  keeper  through  the  various 
windings  of  thia  penai  tabyrttitb,  the  man  observed, 
that  he  waa  a  rum  fellow,  that  little  Sir  Geoifiwr. 
and,  for  gallantry,  i  perfect  Gock  of  Bantam,  for  aa  old 
aa  he  was.  There  was  a.  certain  gay  weneh."  he  aaid, - 
"that  had  hooked  him  i  oat  what  alia  coold  make  of 
him,  save  she  earned  him  to  Smithfield,  and  took. 
mono/  for  him,  aa  for  a  motkm  of  puppets,  it  waa^" 
he  audi  "hard  to  gather." 

Encouraged  by  this  opening,  Julian  aaked  if  hi* 
attendant  knew  why  his  prison  waa  changed.  "  TW 
teach  yott  lo  oeoome  a  King'a  poat  without  oommi»> 
abn,"  answered  the  fellow. 

He  stopped  in  his  tattle*  aa  thev  approached  that 
formidable  central  point,  in  whien  lay  ooudied  oa 
his  leathern  elbow-chair  the  fat  conunander  of  tha 
fortreas,  atationed  apparently  for  ever  in  the  mkiat 
of  his  citadel,  ass  the  huge  Boa  ia  somatimaa  aakl 
to  lie  atratched  aa  a  guard  upon  the  aubtarraneaa- 
treasures  of  fiaatern  Rajaha.  Thia  overgrown  man 
of  authoritv  eyed  Julian  wiatfnlly  and  auUenlv,  aa 
the  miaer  the  guinaa  which  he  must  part  with,  or 
the  hungry  maatiff  the  food  which  ia  earried  to  an- 
other kennri.  He  growlm  to  himaelf  as  <he  turned 
the  learea  of  hia  ominous  regioter,  in  order  to  mal^e 
the  necessary  entry  respecting  the  removal  of  bia 
prieoner.  **  To  the  Tower  -to  the  Tower— ay^  ay,  aU 
must  to  the  Towsr-^hat'a  the  fashion  of  it— fre< 
Britons  to  a  military  priaon,  aa  if  we  had  neither  bolta 
nor  ehaioa  here  I— I  hope  ParUamant  will  have  it  upi 
thia  Towering  work,  that 'a  all.— Well,  the  young* 
ster  will  take  no  good  by  the  chaxige^  and  thatia  oon 
comfort" 

Having  finished  at  onoa  hia  official  act  of  ffegia- 
tration,  and  hie  aoliloqny,  he  nuule  a  aignal  to  hia 
aaatatanta  to  remove  Julian,  who  waa  led:  along  the 
aame  atem  paaaagea  which  ha  had  traveraed  upon  hia 
entrance,  to  the  gate  of  the  priaon,  whence  a  ooaoh, 
eecorled  by  two  offieeia  of  juatiee,  conveyed  him  tia, 
the  wataraide. 

A  boat  here  waited  faim,  with  four  warders  of  the 
Tower,  to  whoae  ouatody  he  was  formally  resigned 
by;  his  late  attendants  Clink,  however,  the  turnkey, 
with  whom  he  waa  more-  eapocially  acquainted,  did 
not  take  leavo  of  him  without  furnishing  him  with 
the  piece  of  black  «rapo  which  be  requested.  Peveni 
ftxed  it  on  his  hat  amid  the  whiapers  of  hia  new 
guardiana.  "The  gentleman  ia  in  a  h4irry  to  go  int» 
mourning,"  said  one;  "mayhap  he  had  better  watt 
till  he  has  cauae." 

^^Perhafia  othera  may  wear  mourning  for  him.  era 
he  can  mojjim  for  any  one,"  anaw(»ed  another  of  tbea« 
ftinationanea. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  the  tenor  of  theaa  whiapera. 
their  behaviour  to  their  prisoner  was  more  respeotfol 
than  he  had  experienoed  from  hia  former  keepeni. 
and  might  be  termed  a  aullen  civility.  Theordmaiy 
'officers  of  the  law  were  in  general  rude,  aa  having  to 
do  with  felona  of  every  deacription ;  whereas  these 
men  wem  only  employed  with  persons  accused  of 
state  crimes— men  who  were  from  birth  and  citcuiu* 
stances  usually  entitled  to  expect,  and  able  to  reward, 
decent  usage.       ■  « 

The  change  of  keepers  passed  unnoticed  bv  Juliaa. 
as  did  the  gay  and  busy  scene  preeented  by  the  broad 
and  beautiiur  river  on  nhich  ne  waa  now  launchedi 
A  hundred  boats  shorpost  Ihem,  bearing  parties  intent 
on  hiisinna,  or  or  pleasure.  Julian  only  vid^ad  ihdrn 
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with  the  8lam  hope,  that  wboevw  hul  enckmvopred  to 
bribe  him  from  bis  6d«lity  by  the  nope  of  froedom, 
night  eee.  from  the  coloiu  of  the  badge  which  he  Ivao 
nflsiuned,  how  deterinioed  he  was  to  resist  the  temp- 
cauon  presented  to  him« 

It  wss  about  high  water,  and  a  619111  wherry  came 
up  the  river,  with  sail  aad  oar.  so  directfy  upon  that 
in  which  Julian  was  embarked,  that  it  seemed  as  if 
likely  to  run  her  aboard.  "  Get  your  carabines  readv," 
oriea  the  principal  warder  to  his  assisuills.  "  What 
the  devii  oaji  these  scoundrels  mean  7" 

But  the  crew  in  the  other  boat  seemed  to  have 
perosiTed  tiieir  error,  for  they  suddenly  altered  their 
coarse,  and  struck  on  into  the  middle  stredm,  while 
a  torrent  of  mutual  sbuse  was  exchanged  betwixt 
them  and  the  boei  whose  course  they  hadT  threatened 
to  impede. 

"The  Unknown  has  kept  his  faith,"  said  Julian  to 
himself  I  "  I  too  have  kept  mine." 
'  It  even  seemed  to  him,  as  the  boats  n^red  each 
other,  that  he  heard  from  the  other  wherry,  something 
like  a  stifled  scream  or  groan  i  and  when  the  mo- 
mentary  bustle  was  over,  he  asked  the  warder  who 
4at  next  him,  what  boat  that  was. 

"Men-of-war's  men  on  a  frolic,  I  suppose,"  sn- 
9wered  the  warder.  *'I  know  no  one  else  would  be 
BO  impudent  as  run  foul  of  the  King's  b(\at;  for  1  am 
sure  the  feliow^put  the  helm  up  on  puippm.  But 
mayhap  you,  sir,  know  more  of  the  matter  than 
Ido."  ''  '  ^    / 

This4nfinuatioaeflBQtuslly  prevented  Julian  fiom 
puttiag  fiirther  questions,  and  he  remained  silent  onlil 
iha  boat  came  under  the  dusky  bastions  of  the  Tower. 
The  tkle  earned  them  up  under  a  dark  and  lowering 
arch,  closed  at  the  unper  end  bv  the  well-known 
IVaitor's  gate,*  fof  med  like  a  wicket  of  huge  inter^ 
,  secting  bars  of  wood,  through  which  might  be  seen  a 
dhn  and  imperfect  view  of  soldiers  and  warders  upon 
duty,  and  of  the  stee^  asosnding  causeway  which 
iead^  up  from  the  river  mto  the  interior  of  the  fortress. 
By  this  gate,^and  it  is  the  weli-known^circumstanoe 
which  assigned  its  name,-^those  accused  of  state 
crimes  w4re  usually  oommitted  to  the  Tower.  The 
Thames  afforded  a  secret  and  silent  mode  of  oonvey- 
ance  for  transporting  thither  such  whose  foUen  for- 
tunes might  move  the  commiseration,  or  whose 
pODular  qualiues  might  excite  the  sympathv,  of  the 
pttblie:  and  even  where  no  cause  for  especial  seorscy 
'  existed,  the  peace  of  the  city  was  undisturbed  by  the 
tamolt  attending  the  paasageof  the  prisoner  and  his 
guards  through  the  most  frequented  stroeta. 

Yet  this  cQstom,  however  recommended  by  state 
policy,  must  have  otitn  struck  chill  upon  the  heart  of 
the  criminal,  who  thus,  stolen,  as  it  were,  out  of 
Mciety,  reached  the  place  of  his  confinement,  without 
encountering  even  one  glance  of  compassion  on  the 
imid  t  and  as^  -from  under  the  dnsky  arch,  he  landed 
on  those  flinty  steps,  worn  by  many  a  footstep  anxious 
as  his  own,  a^iinst  which  the  tide  lapped  fitfully  with 
small  successive  waves,  and  thence  looked  forward  to 
the  steep  aseentinto  a  Uothie  state-prison,  and  back- 
ward to  such  part  of  the  river  as  the  low-brow'd 
vault  sufTered.  to  become  visible,  he  must  often  have 
felt  that  he  was  leaving  daylight,  hope,  and  life  itself 
behind  him. 

While  the  warder's  challeql^e  was  made  and  an- 
iwered,  Peveril  endeavoured  to  obtain  information 
ftpni  his  conductors  where  he  was  likely  to  be  con- 
fined I  but  the  answer  was  brief  and  general—"  Where 
the  Lieutenant  should  direct." 

**Coaid  he  not  be  permittod  to  share  the  impri80ii>- 
ment  of  Ms  father,  Sir  Oeoffrey  Peveril  7"  He  for- 
got not,  on  this  occasion,  to  add  the  surname  of  his 
house.  .' 

The  warder,  an  old  man  of  respectable  appearance, 
stared,  as  if  at  the  extravagance  of  the  demand,  and 
said  bluntly,  "It  is  impossibia" 

"  At  least,"  said  Peveril,  "show  me  where  my  father 
is  confined,  that  I  may  look  upon  the  walla  which 
separate  us." 

**Toung  gentleman,"  said  the  senwr  warder, 
4iakingv  his  gray  head,  **  I  am  sorry  for  you ;  but 
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asking  Queaiiona  ^Q  do  jnu  no  ^*\  ice. 
we  know  ocmiiagof  fathers  anusona" 

Yet  chance  seemed,  in  a  few  minales  afierwudx 
to  ofler  Peveril  that  satisfaction  which  therinwroi 
his  keepers  was  disposed  to  deny  to  him.  At  newu 
conveyed  up  the  steep  passage  which  leads  undff 
what  is  called  the  Wakefield  Tower,  a  female  ?oice, 
in  a  tone  wherein  grief  and  jqv  were  indeiciibably 
mixed,  exclaimed.    My  son !— My  dear  son  ?' 

Even  those  who  guarded  Julian  seemed  KHatei\j 
a  tone  of  such  acute  feeling.  They  slackened  dier 
pac&  They  almost  paused  to  permit  hitn  to  look  19 
towards  the  casement  from  which  the  lounds  of  nii> 
ternal  agony  proceeded ;  but  the  apcrf  ire  waisoDir* 
row,  and  so  closely  grated,  thst  notl.mg  was  Tiabh 
save  a  white  female  hand,  which  grasped  one  of  tbw 
nisijr  barricadoes.  as  if  for  supponiog  the  penM 
within,  while  another  streamed  a  white  handkerclne( 
and  then  let  it  fall.  The  casemeut  was  instantly  de- 
serted. 

**Give  it  me,"  said  Julian  to  the  officer  who  IN 
thehandkerchief ;  "  it  Is  perhaps  a  mother's  last  rift. 

The  old  wanler  lifted  the  napkin,  and  looked  it  it 
with  the  jealous  minuteness  of  one  who  is  accoitoiAid 
to  detect  secret  correspondence  in  die  most  triffiii 
acts  of  intercourse. 

"  There  may  be  writing  on  it  widi  inviiible  io^ 
said  one  of  his  comrades.  _ 

"It  is  wetted,  but  I  iliink  it  is  only  with  teut" 
answered  the  senior.  "  I  cannot  keep  it  from  m 
poor  young  gentleman."  .         . 

"Ah,  Master  Coleby,"  said  his  comrade,  fa)  a  ^eoik 
tone  of  reproach,  "you  would  have  been  weannM 
bettor  coat  than  a  veoman's  to-day,  had  it  notfieeo  v 
your,  tender  heart." 

"It  aignifies  litde"  a^kl  old  Col^y,  "wbib.iir 
heart  is  true  to  my  King,  what  I  feel  m  diicMM 
my  duty,  or  what  coat  keeps  my  old  boeoo  bm  m 
cold  weather."  . 

Peveril,  mean  whilt^  folded  in  his  breatf  ue  loM 
of  his  mother's  aflection  which  chance  hd  kiooRd  • 
him  with ;  and  when  placed  in  the  small  lod  nu^l  J 
''h amber  which  he  was  told  to  consider  u^i*^ 
during  his  residence  in  the  Tower,  he  was  boouoI 
even  to  weeping  by  this  trifling  circiimstaDoe.  vmn 
he  could  not  help  considering  as  an  omen,  tnai  In 
upfortunale  house  was  not  entirely  deserted  bj  Pfr 
vidence. 

But  the  thoughts  and  occurrences  of  a  pnam  it 
too  uniform  for  a  narrative,  and  we  must  BQWOoaNf 
our  readers  into  a  more  bustling  scene. , 
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Renwfbrth  'tis  done— Portmra  and  I  are  fKeadi 
And  I  molt  live,  for  Buekinifhain 


pen. 
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locally  commemorated,)  probaUy  think  seldoai  oTd 
memory  of  the  witty,  eccentric,  and  licentious  G< 
Villiers^  Duke  of  Buckingham,  whose  titles  aief 
served  m  the  namea  of  their  residence  and  its  0^ 

Ibourhood.  .        jai 

,This  building-plan  the  Duke  had  entered  upoawn.l 
all  the  eagocnesa  which  he  usually  attached  to  ooven 


Tna  spacious  mansion  of  the  Duke  of  Bodnfr 
ham,  with  the  demesne  belonging  to  it,  ongiMilf 
bore,  the  name  of  Vork  House,  ana  occupied  a  wigl 
portbn  of  the  ground  adjacent  to  the  Savoy.      , . 

Thia  had  been  laid  out  by  the  munificence  ofJiH 
father,  the  favourite  of  Charles  the  First,  int.  ijpf 
splendid  manner  so  as  alfnost  to  rival  ^>]{^ 
itself.  But  during  the  increasing  rage  fot.wilwf 
new  streets,  and  the  creating  of  almost  ao  additum 
town,  in  order  to  connect  London  and  WesuniMl* 
this  ground  had  become  of  very  great  value ;  aw  nj 
second  Duke  of  Buckingham,  wno  was  atoooeMBO 
of  scheming,  and  needy  of  money,  had  bsi^.**? 
plan  laid  before  him  by  aome  adventurous  arcluQ 
for  converting  the  extensive  grounds  roundtofflW;^ 
into  those  streets,  lane^  ana  court^  which  ^^"f^ 
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Tis  gardeos  were  desCroyed— 4iis  psriKons  levellad— 
lis  splendid  stabtea  demoHshed— the  whole  porop.of 
lis  miburban  demeene  laid  waste,  cumbered  with 
uinsf  and  intersected  with  the  ibuodaiions  of  new 
laitdmgs  and  cellars,  and  the  process  of  lerelliog 
lifTereot  ]inc0  for  the  intended  streets.  But  theun* 
(ertaking,  althoush  it  proved  afterwards  both  lacra- 
iTe  and  succeasml.  met  with  a  check  at  the  outset, 
tartly  from  want  of  the  necessary  funds,  parllyfrom 
he  impatient  and  mercuhfi  temper  of  the  i>uke, 
vhich  soon  carried  him  on  m  pursuit  of  some,  mors 
lew  object  So  that,  though  much  was  demolished, 
err  little,  in  companson,  was  rea^  op  in  the  stead, 
jid  nothmg  was  completed.  The  pnncipal  part  of 
he  ducal  mansion  still  remained  unmjured;  but  the 
temesne  in  which  it  stood  bore  a  stranse  analogy  to 
he  irregular  mind  of  its  noble  owner.  Here  stood  a 
beautiful  group  of  exotic  trees  andshnibs,  the  remnant 
f  the  garden,  amid  yawning  common-sewers  and 
leaps  of  ntbbish.  In  one  place  an  old  tower  threat- 
ned  to  fall  upon  the  spectator;  and  in  another,  he 
an  the  risk  of  being  swallowed  up  by  a  modern  vault, 
vrandeur  of  conception  could  be  discovered  in  the 
ndcrtaking,  but  was  almost  every  where  mam^  by 
overty  or  negligence  of  execution.  In  short,  the 
rhole  place  was  the  true  emblenri  of  an  understand- 
if^  and  talents  run  to  waste,  and  become  more  dan- 
erous  than  advantageous  .to  society,  by  the  want 
r  steady  principle,  and  the  improvidence  of  the  pos- 
sesor. 

There  were  men  who  took  a  different  view  of  the 
Hike's  purpose  in  permitting  liis  ma.ision  to  be  thus 
UToundcd,  and  his  demesne  occupied  by  modem 
ttildings  which  were  incomplete,  and'ancient  which 
vere  but  half  demolished.  They  alleged,  that,  en- 
tigcd  as  he  was  in  so  many  mysteries  of  love  and  of 
Ml  I  tics,  and  havin;;  the  character  of  the  most  daring 
ind  dangerous  intriguer  of  his  time,  his  Grace  found 
t  convenient  to  surround  himself  with  this  ruinous 
irena,  into  which  officers  of  justice  could  not  pene- 
rate  without  some  difficulty  and  hazard ;  and  which 
night  afford,  upon  occasion,  a  safe  and  secret  shelter 
or  such  tools  as  were  fit  for  desperate  enterprises, 
Lnd  a  private  and  unobserved  mode  of  access  to  those 
vhom  be  might  have  any  special  reason  for  receiving 
D  secret. 

Leaving  Peveril  in  the  Tower,  we  must  once  mors 
onvey  oar  readers  to  the  levee  of  the  Duke,  who,  on 
he  morning  of  Julian's  transference  to  that  fortress, 
bus  addressed  his  roinister-in-chiei;  and  principal 
tttendant :— "  I  have  been  so  pleased  with  your  09n- 
tuct  in  this  matter,  Jerniogham,  that  if  Old  Nipk 
vere  to  arise  in  our  presence,  and  offer  me  his  best 
mp,  as  a  fainiliar  in  thy  room,  I  would  hold  it  but  a 
(oor  compliment." 

^A  legion  of  imps,"  said  Jerningham,  bowing, 
'could  not  have  been  more  busy  than  I  in  your 
jlhJce's  service :  but  if  your  Grace  will  permit  me  to 
tty  80,  your  whole  plan  was  well  nigh  marred  by 
rour  not  returning  home  till  last  night,  or  rathef  this 
noming."  ' 

^^  And;  why,  I  pray  you.  sase  Master  Jerningham," 
laid  his  Grace,  "shouki  I  nave  returned  home  an 
nstant  sooner  than  my  pleasure  and  convenience 
wvedr 

"Nay,  my  Lord  Duke,"  replied  the  attendant,  "I 
Uiow  iipt }  only,  when  you  sent  us  word  by  Empson, 
n  Chiftinch's  apartment,  to  command  us  to  make 
Aire  of  the  girl  at  any  rate,  and  at  aU  risks,  you  said 
m  would  be  here  so  soon  as  you  eould  get  freed  of 
the  King." 

'^ Freed  of  the  Kfng,  you  rascal!  What  sort  of 
porase  is  that  7**  demanded  the  Duke. 

**^  It  was  Empson  who  used  it,  my  lord,  as  coming 
fom  you  Grace." 

"  There  is  much  very  fit  for  my  Grace  to  say,  that 
fliitbecomes  such  mouths  as  Empson's  or  yonr's  to 
lop^at,"  answered  the  Duke,  hauehtily,  but  mstantly 
resumed  his  tone  of  familiarity,  for  bis  humour  was 
u  capricious  as  his  pursuits.  "  But  I  know  what 
thou  would  St  have  $  first,  your  wisdom  would  know 
what  became  of  me  since  thou  hadst  my  commands 
It  Chiffinch's;  and  next,  your  valour  would  lain 
•oand  another  flouhah  of  trumpets  on  thine  own  most 


artificial  retrett.^lsttiBg  thy  eomrade  in  the  baadBci 
the  Philistines^"    . 

"May  it  please  youv  <}raee,"  said  Jeminghami 
"  I  did  but  retreat  tor  the  preservation  of  the  ba9^ 
gaffe." 

'^  Whatl  do  yoQ  play  at  orambo  with  meT  said 
the  Duke.    "  I  would  have  you  know  that  the  < 


mon  parish  fool  idiould  be  whipt,  were  he  (o  attempt . 
to  pass  pun  or  quodUbet  as  a  genoin.e  jeat,  evea 
amongst  ticket-porters  and  hackney-chairmen." 

"And  yet  I  have  heard  your  Grace  indulgo  in  th0 
j€u  dc  moUJ*  answered  the  attendant. 

"  Sirrah  Jerningham,"  answered  the  pauon,  "dis-i 
^ard  thy  memory,  or  keep  it  under  correction,  else  it  will 
namper  thy  rise  in  the  world.  Thou  mayst  perahaneo 
have  seen  me  alao  h^ve  a  fancy  to  play  at  tnp-oaU^ 
or  to  kiss  a  serving* wench,  or  to  guszle  ale  and  eat 
toasted  cheese  in  a  porterly  whimsy;  but  is  it  fitting 
thou  shouldat  remember  such  folliee  1  No  knore  on't. 
-^Hark  you j  how  came  the  long  lubberly  fool,  JeiH 
kins,  being  a  master  of  the  noble  science  of  desence^ 
to  suffer  himself  to  bo  ran  through  the  body  so  atmpl/ 
by  a  rnstic  swain  like  this  same  Peveril  7" 

"Pieate  your  Grace,  this  same  Corydon  is  no  soch 
novice.  I  saw  the  onset ;  an<i^  except  in  one  hand,  I 
never  saw  a  sword  managed  with  such  life^  graces  and 
facility." 

"Av,  indeed?"  aaid  the  Duke,  taking  his  own 
riieatned  rapier  in  his  hand, "  I  could  not  have  thoughl 
that.  I  am  somewhat  rusted,  and  hayo  need  of 
breathiiig.  Peveril  is  a  name  of  note.  As  well  jgo  to 
Barns-elms,  or  behind  Montagu  House,  with  him  aa 
with  another.  His  father  a  rumoured  plotter,  too* 
The  "public  would  have  noted  it  in  me  as  becoming  • 
zealous  Protests nt  Needful  I  do  something  to  mam* 
tain  my  good  name  in  the  city,  to  «atone  for  non* 
attendance  on  prayer  and  preaching.  But  your  Laertao 
is  fast  in  the  Fleet)  and  I  suppose  his  blundenng 
blockhead  of  an  antagonist  is  dead  or  dying." 

^*  Recovering,  my  lon^  on  the  contrary/'  replied 
Jerningham;  "the  blade  fortunately  avmdod  hit 
vitals.*^ 

"D— n  his  vitals r  answered  the  Doke.  "Tell 
him  to  postpone  his  recovery,  or  I  will  put  him  a» 
death  in  earnest," 

"I  will  caution  his  surgeon."  said  Jerningham^ 
"which  will  answer  equally  well" 

"  Do  so ;  and  tell  him  he  had  better  bo  on  his  owa 
deathbed  as  cure  his  paiiant  till  I  send  him  notice.-^ 
That  young  fellow  must  he  let  loose  again  at  no  Fate.** 

"There  is  little  danger,"  sakl  the  attendant.  "I 
hear  some  of  the  witnesses  have  got  their  net  flung 
over  him  on  account  of  aome  matters  down  in  thf 
north  ;  and  that  he  is  to  be  translated  to  the  [j^w^ 
for  that,  and  for  some  letters  of  the  Countess  of  Derby, 
as  rumour  ffpeis." 

"To  the  Tower  let  him  ga  and  get  out  aa  he  can," 
replied  the  Duke ;  "  and  when  you  hear  ho  ia  fast 
there,  let  the  fencing  fellow  recover  as  fast  as  the 
surseon  and  he  can  mutually  settle  it." 

The  Duke,  having  said  this,  took  two  or  three  tnmf 
in  the  apartment,  and  appeared  to  be  in  deep  thought 
Hia  attendant  waited  tKe  issue  of  his  meditations  at 
leisure,  being  well  aware  that  snch  moods,  during 
which  his  mmd  waa  atron^ly  directed  in  ono  poin^ 
were  never  of  so  long  duration  with  hia  patron  aa  to 
prove  a  severe  burden  to  bis  own  patience. 

Accordingly,  after  the  silence  of  seven  or  eight 
minutes,  the  Duke  broke  through  it,  taking  from  the 
toilette  a  large  silk  purse,  which  seemed  fiul  of  gold 
"  Jerninghani,"  be  aaid, "  thou  art  a  faithful felk>w,  and 
it  would-be  sin  not  to  cherish  thee.  I  beat  the  King 
at  Maul  on  his  bold  defiance.  The  honour  is  enough' 
for  me ;  and  rhou,  my  boy,  shalt  have  the  winnings." 

Jerningham  pocketed  tho  purse  with  duo  acknow- 
ledgmenta. 

*  Jerningham."  hia  Grace  continued,  "  I  know  you 
blame  me  for  cnanging  my  plana  too  often ;  ana  on 
my  soul  I  have  heard  you  ao  learned  on  the  subject, 
that  I  have  become  ot  your  opinion,  and. have 
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eNiiignifif  breexA.  But  m  yei;  ■whRe  I  hav*e  spiri t  and 
action,  jet  it  whirl  like  the  vane  at  the  raaat-head. 
which  tetichea  che  pilot  how  to  ateer  hia  courae ;  and 
when  I  shift  mine,  think  I  am  bound  to  follow  for- 
tune and  not  to  control  her."  . 

*I  can  understand  nothing  from  atl  thi&  please 
vour  Orace^"  replied  Jemingbam,  **eave  that  you 
nave  been  pieaaed  to  change  some  purpoaed  mea- 
fwoa.  and  think  that  you  have  profited  by  doing  ao." 

"You  shall  judffa  youreelf,"  nf>lied  the  Duke.  ''I 
htve  seen  the  Ducheas  of  Portaraoutfa'.— Yon  start  It 
IB  true,  by  Heaven  I  I  have  seen  her,  and  from  sworn 
eseroiea  we  heve  become  awefm  friends.  The  treaty 
between  anch  high  and  mijrhty  ^wera  had  aome 
weighrf  articlea;  beaidea,  I  nad  a  French  negotiator 
to  deal  with ;  ao  that  you  will  aHow  a  few  houra'  &b- 
aeooe  waa  but  a  neceaeary  interval  to  make  up  our 
mattera  of  diplomacy.*' 

**Toar  Grace  eatonishee  ne,"  aaid  Jeminjgham, 
^^Ghriarian'a  plan  of  supplanting  the  great  lady  is  then 
entirely  abandoned  1  I  thought  you  had  bat  deflired 
lo  have  the  fair  auceeeaor  here,  in  order  to  carry  it  on 
wider  your  own  management." 

**I  forget  what  I  meant  at  the  time,"  aaid  the  Duke ; 
''ttnlees  that  I  was  resolved  she  should  ndt  jilt  me  ss 
ehe  did  the  good-natufed  man  of  royalty ;  and  so  I  am 
atill  determined,  aince  you  put  me  in  mind  of  the  fair 
Doweabelle.  But  I  had  a  contrite  note  from  the 
pucheaa  while  we  were  at  the  Mall.  I  went  to  see 
her,  and  found  her  a  perfect  Nk>be.-rOn  my  soul,  in 
ipite  of  red  eyes  and  swelled  features,  and  dishevelled 
hair,  there  are,  ai^er  all,  Jemingham,  some  women, 
who  do,  as  the  poets  say,  look  lovelv  in  affltctbn. 
Out  came  the  cause;  and  vHih  such  humility,  .och 
penitence,  such  throwini^^  herself  on  my  mercy,  (she 
the  proudest  devil,  too,  m  the  whole  Court.)  that  1 
Inuat  have  had  heart  of  steel  to  resist  it  all.  In  e^iort. 
Ghiffinch  in  a  drunken  fit  had  played  the  babbler,  ana 
let  young  Seville  into  onr  fntrigue.  Saville  playa  the 
logne,  and  informs  the  Ducheas  by  a  messenger,  who 
luckily.came  alittle  late  into  the  market.  She  teamed, 
tpo^  being  a  very  devil  for  intelligence,  that  there  had 
iNcen  some  rarring  between  the  master  and  me  about 
thia  new  Phillis ;  and  that  I  was  most  likely  to  catch 
the  bird.— as  any  one  may  see  who  looks  on  us  both. 
It  must  have  been  Empson  who  fluted  all  this  into  her 
Grace's  ear:  and  thiDking  she  saw  how  her  lad/abip 
end  I  could  hunt  in  couples,  she  entreats  me  to  Si-eak 
Christian's  scheme^  and  ke^  the  wench  out  of  the 
King's  sij^t,  especially  if  she  were  such  a  rare  piece 
•f  perfection  as  fame  has  reported  her." 

*^And  your  Grace  has  promised  her  your  hand  to 
wphokl  the  influence  which  you  have  so  oAen 
threatened  to  ruin  ?"  said  Jerningham. 

"Ay,  Jemingham {  my  turn  waa  as  much  served 
when  she  seemed  to  own  herself  in  my  power,  and 
cry  me  inercy.— And  observe,  it  is  all  one  to  me  by 
which  ladder  I  climb  mtothe  King's  cfbinet.  That 
of  P^tsmouth  is  ready  flxed—betier  ascend  by  it  than 
fling  It  down  to  put  up  another— I  hate  all  bnnecea- 
ttry  trouble." 
'^  And  Christian  7"  said  Jerainshaiki. 

•  May  go  to  th#»  devil  for  a  self^conceited  ass.   One 

?).eaeure  of  this  twist  of  intrigue  is,  to  revenj;e  me  of 
hat  villain,  Vho  thoueht  himself  so  essential,  that. 
by  Heaven  I  he  forced  himself  on  my  privacy,  and 
lectured  me  like  a  schoolboy.  Hang  the  cold-blooded 
hypocritical  vermin !  If  he  mutters,  I  will  have  his 
nose  slit  as  wide  as  Coventry's.*— Hark  ye,  is  the 
Colonel  come?" 

"1  expect  him  every  moment,  your  Grace." 

"  Send  him  up  when  he  arrives,"  said  the  Duke. 

^^^  Why  do  you  stand  looking  at  mel    What 

would  you  have?" 

"Your  Grace's  dhecdon  respecting  the  young 
lady«"  said  Jemingham. 

•*^Odd  zooks,"  said  the  Duke,  "  I  had  totally  for- 

£>lten  her.— Is  she  very  tearful  7— Exceedingly  af- 
ctedr 
"  She  doev  not  take  on  so  violentTy  as  I  have  seen 

•  Thft  111  «Mg«  of  Si:  Jotm  Cowmtiy  br  Mine  of  th*  Ll(^ 


novdnnen,  io  reveogeorgomeUuDf  said  in  P«rliaiiwnt  oonoeni- 
ilif  the  Kine'v  Uieatrical  aint>ur«,ga«<)  riire  tu  what  wulcoIImI 
*9nvm/vtf*»  Aet,  as<liu&  enttinc  md  maiminff  the  perton.' 


eome do,**  aaid  Jerningham :  ''but, for » strooftte 
concentrated  indignation,  I  have  seen  oone  to  wrf 
her." 

^  Well,  we  win  permit  her  to  cooL  I  will  ooiki 
the  sflSiction  of  a  aecond  fair  one  inunediatdr.  la 
tired  of  snivelling,  aud  swelled  eyes,  and  nobhi 
cheeks,  for  some  time;  and,  moreover,  nnist  haU 
my  powers  of  consolation.  Begone,  and  andi 
Colonel."        » 

**  Will  your  Chvoe  permit  me  one  other  qoesiittT 
deiAandcxl  his  confidant. 

*'Ask  what  thou  wilt,  Jemwgham,  a^  d»l 
gone." 

*'  Your  Oraoe  has  determined  to  ffn  op 
said  the  attendant  '^May  laak  what 
the  kingdom  of  Man  f ' 

"Forgotten,  as  I  have  m  Chiistian  aooir  aid 
puke ;  "  as  much  forgotten  as  if  I  had  never  ooai^ 
that  scheme  of  royal  ambition,— I>-b  ii,  w 
knit  up  the  ravelled  akein  of  that  inlnKix,-Yi 
but  a  miaerable  rock,  not  worth  the  tnobie  I 
been  bestowing  on  it ;  and  for  a  kipgdom-itl 
sound  indeed :  but,  m  reality,  I  might  at  wdl  i 
cock-chicken^s  feather  into  royhat,  and  caHitiL 
Besides,  now  I  think  upon  it,  it  would  icireeni 
ourable  to  sweep  that  petty  royalty  oui  of  If 
possession.  I  won  a  thousand  pieccaofihe 
Karl  whi^n  he  was  last  here,  and  sufleted  him^ 
about  me  at  Court  I  question  if  the  winle: 
of  his  kinf^om  is  worth  tivice  aa  nwck  1 
could  win  it  of  him,  were  he  here,  with  kv 
than  it  would  cost  me  to  cfurry  on  these 
intrigues  of  Christian's." 

"  If  I  may  be  pennitted  to  say  so,  ^lm\ 
Grace,"  answered  Jemingham,  "altbooghm 
is  perhaps  somewhat  liable  to  change  jnr 
man  iu  England  can  aflbrd  better 
so." 

"I  think  so  myadf,  Jemiiq{:ham,^'  mitif^ 
'*and  it  may  be  it  ia  one  reaaon  forir< 
One  likes  to  vindicate  hia  owncondAl. 
out  flne  reasons  for  doing  what  one  hfii 
And  now.  once  again,  begone.    Or,  i»l  , 
ye-^I  shall  need  some  kx>8e  gold.    T«*l 
the  purse  I  gave  you;  and  t  will  giwjwf, 
for  aa  much,  and  two  years'  inierest,  oi  • 
Donblefee."  ._i«4l 

"  As  your  Grace  pleases,**  aaid  JiOsm^ 
whole  stock  of  complaisance  8cnrcdy8Mlo<| 
his  mortification  at  etchangingW  a  diitojM 
a  kind  which  of  late  had  not  been  veiyief"^ 
oured,  the  sunny  contents  of  the  piu*  ^^ 
actually  been  in  his  pocket  Secretly  botm 
did  he  make  a  vow,  that  two  years'  jai!^ 
should  not  be  the  compensation  fof'  this  tai«B 
exchange  in  the  form  of  his  remuneratioiL  ^ 

Aa  the  discontented  dependant  left  the  a^ 
he  met,  at  the  head  of  the  grand  staircase,  (SB 
himself  who,  exercising  the  freedom  of  an  ai 
friend  of  the  house,  was  making  his  waynoeouf 
to  the  Duke's  dressing-apartment.  i^M 
conjecturing  that  his  visit  at  this  criiis  woelflt 
thing  but  well-timed,  or  well-taken,  cndrttci 
avert  his  putpoea  by  asserting  that  the  Duw  a 

Jlisposed,  and  iu  his  bedchamber;  and  tuiw" 
oud  that  his  master  might  hear  hiiaua 
pleased,  realize  the  apology  which  he  ofewji 
name,  by  retreating  into  the  bod-room,  m"! 
oanctuary,  and  drawing  the  bolt  againatmtntfi 

But,  far  from  adopting  a  stratagem  to  wwcaJ 
had  recourse  on  former  occaaiopa.  m  owef » 
those  who  came  upon  him,  though  at  an  Jg 
hour,  and  upon  busmess  of  importaoc^  dox» 
called,  in  a  loud  voice,  from  his  dteemg-m^ 
commanding  his  chamberlain  instantly  to  * 
his  good  friend  Master  Christian,  aod  ^^ 
for  hesitating  for  an  instant  to  do  ao. 

"Now,"  thought  Jerningham  within 
Christian  knew  the  Duke  as  w^  as  Ida  wj 
Sooner  stand  the  leap  of  a  fion,  like  iw  JJ 
•prentice  bold,  than  venture  on  my  master  ii  ij 
ment,  who  is  even  now  in  a  humour  iwanifw 
gerous  ae  the  animal."  ..        ...J 

He  then  ushered  Chifedatt  into  hia  masw»P 


^  JUUkVtAi 


l%?fiklL  0r  1Mt>nMUL 


%  tftking  cafft  CO  pbst  hhkkaaf  ^ftla  ear-flbot  of 
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wft  th«  drat  dotphin  flap  Um  tedc  i 

w%  fo  dowBk  im  m  Umm  smtry  tap  i 

dine  upon  Uien,  if  w«  baul.lhflni  np. 

9  men  BppriQd  m  whm  in  eat  tha  aatdrt, 

ba  d^U  lugtia  wlianXeaa  folki  cheat  Um  ithaatwa.* 

■mx  was  nothing  in  the  Duke**  manner  towards 
itiiin  which  oouTd  have  conveyed  to  that  latter 
oaoe.  experienced  aa  he  waa  in  the  worst  poaeihie 
dt  the  worlds  that  Bnckingfaam  wouM,  at  that 
nilar  moment,  rather  have  seen  the  devil'  than 
rif;  uniesfl  it  was  that  Budcingham's  reception 
In,  being  rather  ^ttaordinariiycourteoas  towards 
I  an  aoguainrance^  might  have  excited  some  do- 
ftf  saaptcion. 
ivinjf;  oseaped  with  some  difflenHyfrom  the  vague 


B  ofgeneral  compliments,  which  bears  the  same 
■p  to  fhat  of  business  that  Milton  informs  us 
mnho  Pahum  has  to  the  sensible  and  msterial 
I  Christian  asked  his  Grace  of  Buckingham, 
the  snme  btont  plainness  with  which  he  usually 
1  a  very  deep  ana  artificial  character,  whether  he 
htely  seen  Chifflnch  or  his  helpmate  1 
Mther  of  them  lately,"  answered  Buckingham. 
to  not  yon  waited  on  (heni  yonrselfl— I  thought 
tould  have  been  more  annoas  about  the  grest 
He.**  •  . 

[have  called  ones  and  agsfh,"  said  OhtistiSn, 
S  can  gam  no  access  to  the  aight  of  that  hn- 
it  couple.  I  begin  to  be  aim  they  are  paltering 
aje?* 

Vhich,  by  the  welkin  and  its  stars,  you  would 
be  slow  in  avenginiL  Master  Christian.  I  know 
Miriiaaical  principles  oa  that  point  well/*  said 
Inike.  ^  Revenge  may  be  well  said  to  be  sweet, 
n  so  many  grave  and  wise  men  are  teady  to 
laage  for  it  all  the  sogar-phims  which  pleasures 
r  to  the  poor  sinful  people  of  the  world,  besides  the 
tsion  01  these  whkh  tney  talk  of  expecting  in  the 
rofpM/o6it" 
Tou  ma/ jest,  my  lord,'*  iaid  ChrisfUn,  **but 

But  still  yon  wilTbe  revengBd  on  OhiiBnoh,  and 
little  oommodioos  companion.  And  ym  the  task 
^  be  diiBcidt'-Ohiilln^  has  so  many  ways  of 
png  his  master— his  attle  woman  is  such  a  oon^ 
Mit  pretty  sort  of  a  scresn,  and  has  such  winning 
iways  of  her  own,  that,  m  &ith,  in  your  case,! 
H  not  meddle  with  them.  What  is  this  refusing 
*  door,  man  7  We  all  do  it  to  our  best  ftiendi 
aad  then,  as  well  as  to  duns  and  dull  company." 
|f  your  Grace  is  in  a  hamoor  of  rambling  thus 
hrm  your  talkf"  said  Christian,  **you  know  my 
nculty  of  patteneo~I  can  wait  tilt  it  be  your 
kit  to  talk  snore  seriously." 
leriously  T  said  his  Grace  ^  Wherefore  not  t** 
V  wait  to  know  what  your  serious  bostneas  may 

In  a  word,  my  lord,  from  ChiAnch's  refasal  to 
hi&  and  some  vain  caUs  which  I  have  made  at 
'  Grace's  manabn,  I  am  aAraid  either  that  our 
!'fhis  miscarried,  or  that  these  is  som^  intention 
3  me  Aom  the  fotther  conduct  of  the  matter." 
I  pronounced  thescv  words  with  oonsiderabfes 

at  wiere  folly,  as  well  sa  treachery,"  returned 
"  to  exclude  firom  the  spoil  the  very  engineer 
^tondueted  the  attack.    But  hark  ye^  Chrisdan— 

Ery  to  tell  bad  news  vrithout  prepsration;  bm 
nSist  on  knowing  the  worst,  and  are  nou 
to  suspect  your  best  fHends,  out  it  must 
tM-Your  nieoe  left  Chiflnch^a  bouse  the  morning 
peyesterdsy." 

miiBn  StaftBered,  as  If  he  had  received  a  aevere 
wy  and  the  Mood  ran  to  hia  face  in  such  a  current 
Msaion,  that  the  Duke  conclnded  he  was  struck 
fe  an  apoplexy^  But,  exerting  the  extraordinary 
ttaand  which  he  iMM  maintain  imder  the  moat 


flting  circumsfioMiL  he  maA,  wi^  a^veieai  t^tom' 
posure  of  which  had  an  unnatural  oontrasc  with  tha 
alteration  of  his  eonnljeminee,  "  Am  I  to  eonclndch 
that  in  leaving  the  protect:on  of  the  roof  in  whioh  j 
placed  her,  the  girl  has  found  shelter  nnder  that  or 
yottr  Grace  T* 

"  Sir,"  replied  Bnekingham,  gravely,  "  the  ssp- 
position  does  my  gallantry  more  eredit  than  It  do- 


"  Oh,  my  t«ord  Dhke,"  answdred  Christian,  *'I  am 
not  oqe  whom  ydu  can  impose  on  by  this  species  of 
courtly  jargon,  I  know  of  what  vour  Grace  is  capabls  • 
sad  that  to  grati^  the  capiioeiH  a  moment,  you  would 
not  hesitate  to  disappoint  even  the  achemes  at  whieh 
yoifr  yourself  have  Isbomed  moat  bu^y.—Suppose  thit 
jest  played  off  Tike  your  laugh  at  Choee  simple  pre* 
oautions  by  which  I  intended  to  protect  your  Oraoe'v 
interest,  as  well  as  that  of  others.  Let  us  know  tuB 
extent  of  your  frolic,  aad  consider  bow  ftf  its  co»' 
semiencea  oan  be  repaired." 
. .  On  my  word,  Christian,"  said  the  Duke,  1aufming« 
'*  you  are  th^  most  obliging  of  nnclea  and  of  gnanJiaoa. 
Let  your  niece  pass  through  as  many  adventnrss  90 
Boccaccio's  bride  of  the  Kmg  of  Garba,  you  care  ttof. 
Pure  or  soiled,  she  will  still  make  the  footstool  of  your 
fortune." 

An  Indian  provarbaaya,  that  the  dalt  of  eontmnv* 
will  even  pierce  through  the  shell  of  the  tortoise}  but 
this  is  more  peciifiarfy  the  case  when  conscience  fells 
the  sub^t  of  the  aarcasm  tliot  it  is  justly  merited.- 
Christian,  stung  with  Buckingham's  reproach,  atone» 
assumetf  a  haughty  sAd  threaternng  mien,  totally  in- 
oonststent  with  that  in  which  sufferance  seemed  to 
be  as  much  his  badge  as  that  of  Shylock.  **  You  am 
a  foul-Riomhed  and  most  unworthy  ford,"  he  said; 
"  and  as  such  I  proclaim  you,  unless  you  make  repa* 
ratbn  for  the  injury  you  have  done  me."  .. 

**  And  what,"  said  the  Duke  of  Boekfn|(ham,  "^ali 
I  pTOelairn  foti^  that  ean  give  you  (he  least  title  to 
notice  from  such  as  I  am  7  What  nai|ie  shall  I  bestow 
on  the  little  trsnsaction  which  has  given  rise  to  such 
unexpected  misunderstanding  7" 

Christisn  was  silent,  either  ftom  ragebrftom  fnen- 
tal  oonvictbn. 

"  Come,  eome,  Christian  "  said  the  Poke,  smilhig, 
"  we  kno«^  loo  much  of  ench  other  to  make  a  qoarrsi 
aafe.  Hato  each  other  we  mar-circumveni  each 
other— it  Is  the  wagr  of  Coutta-but  firodaim  I--a  iko 
for  the  phrase."  „  ^ 

*  I  used  it  hot.*  said  Chrlsiiaii,  •*nTI  ?nor  Grace 
drove  roe  to  extremity.  Toa  know,  my  lord,  I  have 
fottght  both  at  botne  and  abroad ;  aaid  you  BhcMk.  not 
rasBly  think  that  I  will  endure  any  indignity  which 
blood  ean  wipe  away." 

"  On  the  contrary,"  said  the  Dnke,  with  the  sama 
civil  and  sneering  manner,  "I  can  oonfideatW assert, 
that  the  life  of  half  a  score  (>f  your  friends  wowd  seem  . 
very  light  to  you.  Christian,  if  their  existence  interfered. 
I  do  not  say  with  your  characfer,  as  being  a  thing  of 
much  less  consoquence,  but  with  any  advantage  which 
their  existence  might  intercept.— Pie,  upon  it,  man, 
we  have  known  each  other  loag.  I  never  thought 
you  a  coward  t  and  am  only  glad  to  see  I  could  strike 
a  few  sparkles  of  hetft  out  of  your  cold  and  constant 
disposinon.  l  will  now.  if  yon  please,  tell  you  st  once 
the  fate  of  the  yoons  lady,  in  which  I  pray  yon  to 
believe  that  I  am  truly  interested."  .  .   . 

**I  hear  you,  my  Lord  Duke,*"  aaid  Chnsuan. 
"  The  carl  of  your  upper-llp,  and  your  eyebrow,  does 
not  eacape  me.  Your  Grace  knows  the  Freatsh  pro* 
verb^^  *  He  laughs  best  who  laughs  last'    But  I  hear 

"  Thank  Heaven  vou  do,"  said  Bnckmg^am  t  "  for 
yonr  case  regimes  haste.  I-  promise  you,  and  involves 
no  laughing  matter.  Well,  then,  hear  a  simple  truth, 
on  which  uf  it  becsrae  me  to  oner  any  pledge  for 
what  I  assert  to  be  such)  I  coukl  pledge  life,  fortune,' 
aad  honour.  It  was  the  morning  before  last,  when 
meeting  with  the  King  at  Chifflnch*s  unexpectedlv— 
in  fact  I  had  looked  in  to  fool  an  honr  away,  and  to 
learn  bow  your  scheme  advanced—I  saw  a  singulsr 
scene.  Your  niece  terrified  little  Chiifinch— ^the  hen 
-Chiffinch,  1  mean :)  bid  the  King  defiance  to  his  teeth 


and  walked  out  of  the 


!  pnasMo 


thomphactly,  ondar 


Itf 


m^s^im^^mBn^ 
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tJM  fpmidxuuh^^^  y«uigiUlow of  little  mirk  oe 
lilielmood,  •Koepting  &  toloreble  peraomu  preBenoe, 
aod  coe  advantage  of  a  most  aoooimienible  iinpu> 
aenoe.  Kgad,  I  can  harcUy  help  IcoKbing  to  think 
how  (ho  Cuw  and  I  wara  both  befflad ;  for  I  will  not 
deny,  that  I  had  tried  to  trifle  for  a  moment  with  the 
fair  indamora.  But,  egad,  the  yoong  &Uow  awooped 
her  off  (jn>m  under  our  noaea^  Itke  my  own  Dra  wean- 
air  clearing  off  the  banquet  from  the  two  Kinga  of 
Bnntford.  There  waa  a  dignity  in  the  galuint'a 
flwaggerin^  retreat  which  I  aauat  tnr  to  teach  Mo- 
honj*  it  will  auit  hia  part  admirably/^ 

"This  is  inoomprebenaible.  my  Lord  Duke,V  said 
Chriatian,  who  by  thia  time  had  recovered  all  hie  oaual 
aoolneaai  ^*vou  cannot  expect  me  to  believe  thia. 
Who  dared  be  ao  bold  aa  to  cany  ofT'my  niece  in 
auch  a  manner,  and  from  ao  auguat  a  praaenoe  1  And 
with  whom,  a  etranger  aa  he  muat  have  been,  would 
ah&  wiae  and  cautioaa.a8 1  know  her,  have  conaeftited 
to  depart  m  auch  a  manner  ?— My  loid,  I  cannot 
l^evethia." 

^'One  of  your  prieatai  mv  moat  devout  ChfiatiaiL" 
•»Ued  the,  Dukcb  "would  a  newer,  Die,  infidel,  m 
thine  unbelief;  but  I  am  only  a  poor  woildling  ain- 
■OTt  and  will  add  what  mite  of  information  ican. 
The  young  fellow'a  name,  aa  I  am  given  to  under- 
ie  Julian,  aon  of  Sir  Geoffiey,  whom  men  call 
fof  ihe!*oak." 

^Fevenl  of  the  Devil,  who  hath  hia  cavern  there  f* 
aaid  Chriatian^  warmly  t  *'ibr  I  know  that  gallant, 
and  believe  him  capable  of  any  thinfK  bold  and  dea- 
perate.  But  how  could  he  intn^de  himaelf  into  the 
foyal  preaencel  Either  Hell  aide  him^  or  Heaven 
looka  nearer  into  mortal  deatipga  than  I  have  yetbe^ 
lieved.  If  ao,  may  God  forgive  ubi  who  deemed  he 
thought  not  on  ua  at  all  I*' 

"Amen,  moat  ohriatian  Chriatian,^'  replied  the 
Duke.  "  I  am  glad  to  aoe  thou  haat  yet  aome  touch 
of  grace  that  leada  thee  to  augur  ao.  But  Empeon, 
the  hen  Chiffinch,  and  half  a  down  more,  aaw  the 
awain'a  entrance  and  departure.  Please  examirM 
theee  witnesses  widi  your  own  witdom,  if  you  think 
ypur .time -may  not  be  better  employed  in  tracing  the 
fugitivea.  1  believe  he  gained  en  trance  asone  of  aome 
dancing  or  masking  party.  Rowfey.  you  know,  ia 
aooeaaible  ^  all  who  will  come  forth  to  make  him 
nort  So  m  atole  thia  termagant  tearing  gailpnt,  like 
Samapn  among  the  Pbiliatinea,  to  puU  down  our  fine 
acheme  about  our  ears." 

"I  believe  you,  my  lord,"  aaid  Chriatian  i'  **I  can- 
not but  believe  you ;  and  I  forgive  you,  since  it  ie  your 
nature,  for  making  sport  of  what  ia  rum  and  destruc- 
tion.   But  which  way  did  they  take  V 

"To  Derbyshire  I  should  preauroek  to  aaek  her 
father,"  aaid  the  Duke.  '*She  spoke  of  going  into 
me  paternal  protection,  inatead  of  youra,  Master 
.Chriatian.  Something  tiad  chanced  at  Chi/finch^a, 
to  give  bea  cause  to  auspecl  that  you  had  not  al  too- 
ther provided  for  his  daughter  in  the  manner  which 
har  father  waa  likely  to  a|>prove  of.'* 

*'Now,  Heaven  be  praiaed,"  aaid  Chriatian,  "ahe 
koowB  not  her  father  is  some  to  ^ondon  I  and  they 
muat  be  gpnedown  cither  to  Marti ndale  Caatle,  or  to 
Moultraasie  Hall ;  in  either  caae  4h«^  are  in  my  power 
-^I  muat  follow  them  doae.  I  will  return  instantly 
to  Derby8hir»-I  am  undone  if  ahe  meet  her  father 
nntil  these  errors  are  amended.  Adieu,  my  lord.  I 
.  forgive  the  ;>art  which  I  fear  your  Grace  muat  have 
had  in  balking  our  enterpciae— it  ia  no  time  for  mn- 
tnalrmroachea.** 

**rAi  apc9k  truth,  Maater  Chriatian,'*  said  the 
Duke,  "  and  I  wish  you  all  success.  Can  I  help  you 
with  rnen  or  horaes^  or  money  ?" 

"I  thank  your  Grace,"  aaid  Christian,  and  hastily 
left  the  apartment.  i 

The  Duke  watched  his  descending  footsteps  on  the 
ataircase,  unul  they  could  be  heazd  no  longer  and 
then  exclaimed  to  Jemingham,  who  entered,  '*  Vtc- 
totiaj  victtnial  magna  est  veritat  et  prm9aUbU!— 
Had  I  told  the  villain  a  word  of  a  li&  he  ia  ao  familiar 
with  all  the  regiona  of  falaehood— hia  whole  life  haa 
been  auch  an  abaolute  impoatur^  that  I  had  stood  de- 
.fckKi  ir.  an  instant ;  but  I  toldf  hint'  truth,  and  that 
'Tbaaaamadeaiar.. 


waa  the  only  maa^of  daoamag ^m.  Victoria  1  mg 
dear  Jerinneham,  I  amprouder  of  cheating  Cfaudaiii 
than  I  ahould  have  been  of  circumventing  a  nmusttr 
of  state." 

"  Vour  Grace  bokia  hit  wia^om  VBiyinghi"  aaid  tha 
attendant  .      * . 

"  His  cunning,  at  leaat  I  do^  wnch  in  Court  afiaii^ 
often  takea  the  weather-gage  of  wl6donii,-^«a  io  Ym* 
mouth  fCoada  a  herring-buaa  will  baffle  a  Iriga  te.  Ht 
ahall  not  return  to  London  if  I  can  help  it,,imtfl  d 
theaeintiifluea  are  over"       • 

Aa  hia  G«aee  spok^  the  Colonel,  after  whom  he  had 
repeatedly  made^nqwry,  waaanoouncad  by,  a^^entfe- 
man  of  hia  houaehold.  "He  met  not  Chiutian,  M 
her*  aaid  the  Duke  haatily. 

"  No,  my  lord,"  returned  the  domestic,  "  the  Cd> 
nei  came  by  the  old  garden  ataiicaae." 

"t  judged  aa  much,"  rephed  the  Dukes  "'tis  aa 
owl  that  will  not  take  wing  in  dayligbt,  wben  ihaa 
la  a  thicket  left  to  akulk  under.  Here  he  coniea  tea 
threading  lane,  vault,  and  ruinous  alley,  very  near  as 
ominous  a  crefttora  aa  the  fowl  of  ill  augury  which  ke 
reaemblea." 

The  Colonel,  to  whom  qp  other  appeUation  i 
to  be  given  than  that  which  belonsed  to  his  il„ 
Btation,  now  entered  the  apartment  He  waa  (w, 
atrongfy  built,  and  paat  the  middle  period  of  life  oi 
his  countenance,  but  for  the  heavy  cloud  which  dvdt 
upon  it  might  have  been  pronounced  a  bandaoaM 
one.  While  the  Duke  apoke  to  him,  either  tmm  ha- 
mility  or  aome  other  cauaa,  his  larae  aeiioua  eye  wm 
caatdown  upon^the  ground;  but  bo  raised  itwhei 
he  answered,  with  a  Keen  look  of  ^eameat  obtaw 
tion.  His  draas  waa  very  plain,  and  mora  aitied  tt 
that  of  the  Puritana  than  of  the  Cavaliemof  lb 
time  I  a  shadowy  black  hat  like  the  Spaniah  aaaikf^- 
ro,  a  large  black  mantle  or  cloak,  and  a  long  lapkr, 
gave  hini  aoraethin^  tlie  air  of  a  CastilioM;  lo  wkkh 
hia  gravity  and  atinneaa  of  demaanow  added  «»> 
siderable  strength. 

"Well,  Colonel,",  aaid  the  Duke,  "we  have  been 


planka  are  rent  and  riven." 


*  Well,  Obfonel"  aaid  the  Duka,  "  I  have  oaed  m 
valour  before  now,  and  I  may  again ;  ao  that  I  mmI 
speedily  see  tha4  the  veaael  10  careened,  and  UBdo> 
goea  a  thorough  i^epair."      , 

"I  conjecture,  then,"  said  the  Colonel.  "  that  ye* 
Grace  haa  aome  voyage  in  hand  ?" 

"No,  but  thera.is  one  which  I  want  to  intempi.* 
replied  the  Duke. 

"'Tie  but  another  Btave  of  the  aame  tone.— WA 
my  k)rd,  I  liaten."  anawefed  the  stranger. 

^'Nav,"  said  the  Dake,  "it  \a  but  a  triffing 
after  aO.— Tou  know  Ned  Chnatian  7" 

"Ay,  aur^ly,  my  lord,"  reoliedthe  Cokmel,  "«» 
have  Deen  long  known  to  each  other.     . 

"  He  is  about  to  go  down  to  Derbyahiie  to  aeek  a 
certain  niece  of  bia^  whom  ha  wil)  acaroely  6iid  tbeae 
Now,  I  truat  to  yoor  tried  friendship  to  intenupi  lar 
return  to  London.  Go  with  him.  or  meet  him,  cajok 
him,  or  aaaail  him,  or  do  what  thou  wilt  with  hiai— 
only  keep  him  tram  Londtm  for  a  fortnighi  at  leaa^ 
and  then  I  care  little  how  aopn  be  comea.^' 

"For  by  that  time,  I  suppose,"  replied  the  CofoaA 

any  one  may  And  the  wench  that  tbinka  bar  worn 
the  looking  for." 

"Thou  mayst  think  her  worth  the  looking  for.  tk^ 
mi^  ColoneV'  reioincd  the  Dokei  "I  promise  yaa 
she  hath  many  a  thouaand  atuched  to  her  peuiooBi{ 
dhch  a  wife  would  save  thee  fiom  akefaknng  on  iba 
public" 

"My  lord,  I  aell  my  blood  and  my  aword,  b«t  aif 
my  honour,"  anawered  tha  man  auUenly;  ^if  i 
marry,.my  bed  may  be  a  poor,  but  it  ahall  be  an  ■>• 
neat  one." 

"Then  thy  wife  ^iiH  be  the  oaly  booeat  matter  ii 
thy  poaseseion,  CokMiel--at  leaat  aiooe  I  have  Ilmiw* 
you/*  replied  the  Dake. 

"Why,  truly,  your  Grace  may  apeak  your  ] 
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M  ditt  wiiiit  ft  ift  diiftdf  your  hntinem  which  f 
biVe  done  of  Utet  and  if  it  were  less  strictly  honest 
thttt  1  ooukf  hsve  wished,  the  employer  was  to  blame 
a*  well  as  the  a^nc.  But  for  marrying  a  cast-off* 
misirMa,  the  man  (saying  your  €(race,  to  whom  I  am 
kound)  lnre»  not  who  dares  propose  it  to  me," 

The  Dtike  laogbed  loudly.  "Why,  this  is  mine 
Andsnt  Pistol's  i%in,'^  he  replied.  . 

— — " '  Shalt  I  Ar  Pandanw  of  Troy  b«f)eme, 

And  kf  mf  cido  wocr  sMel}>4hen  Lueifbr  teke  sH  1*  * 

•Mybreedrn^  is  too  plain  lo  understand  ends  of 
riayhouse  verse,  my  lord,"  said  the  Colonel  sullenly. 
'•  Has  your  Grace  no  other  service  lo  command  me  T 

**  None— only  I  am  told  you  have  published  a  Nar- 
ntive  concemms  the  Plot/'* 

••What  should  ail  me,  my  lordT*  said  the  Colonel ; 
**!  hope  I  am  a  witness  as  competent  as  any  that  haif 
fDKai^}eared1*' 

'"rnily,  I  think  so  to  the  full,**  said  the  Dukej 
'*and  it  would  have  been  hard,  when  so  much  profit- 
able mischief  was  going,  if  so  excellent  a  Protestant 
tm  rourself  had  not  come  in  for  a  shore." 

"I  came  to  take  your  Grid's 


commands,  not  to 

—^ ^ —  ...^    ...2  Colonel. 

Imntiv  spoken,  most  resolute  and  most  imma< 


be  the  object  of  your  wit,*'  said  the  Colonel. 


Slate  Colonel !  M  you  are  to  be  on  fuU  pay  in  my 
rvice  for  a  month  to  come,  1  pray  your  acceptance 
of  this  purse,  for  contingents  and  equipments,  and 
you  fihall  haVe  my  instmcticnsfrom  time  to  l^me." 


^,^  ^.all  be  punctually  obeyed,  ray  lord»'*  said 
die  Cc^nelr"!  know  the  duty  of  a  subaltern  offlcer. 
I  wish  yourGrac^  a  goo^  morniiur* 

So  saying,  he  pocketed  the  purse,  without  either 
tRecting  hesitation,  or  expressing  gratitude,  but 
teerel;  as  a  part  of  a  transaction  in  the  regular  way 
^usuiessvand  stalked  from  the  apartment  with  the 
Anne  sullen  gravity  which  mnrkod   bis  entrance. 

Now,  there  goes  a  scoundrel"  after  ray  Own  hcart»" 
iaid  the  Duke;  '*a  robber  from  his  cradle,  a  mur- 
do^r^since  he  could  hold  a  knife,  a  pi«)fouod  hypo- 
crite m  religion,  and  a  worse  and  deeper  hypocrite  in 
honour,— would  sell  his  soul  to  Ihe  devD  to  accom- 
jlish  any  vfllany,  and  would  cut  the  throll  of  his  bro- 
rher^  did  he  dare  to  give  the  viHany  he  had  so  acted 
t«  right  n^me.— Now,  why  stand  you  amazed,  good 
If  aster  Jetningham,  and  look,  on  me  as  you  would 
►n  some  monster  of  Ind,  when  you  had  paid  your 
ihillirig  to  see  it»  and  were  storing  out  your  penny- 
irorth  wuh  your  eyes  as  round  as  a  pair  of  specwcles  1 
VinK«  man,  and  save  Ihem,  and  then  let  thy  tongue 
(jitic  the  mystery." 

•*  On  my  word,  my  Lord  Duke,"  answered  Jeming- 
karo,  since  I  am  compelled  ta  speak,  I  can  only  say, 
nat  the  longer  1  live  with  your  Grace,!  am  the  more 
It  a  loss  to  fathom  your  motives  of  action.  Others 
11^  plans,  either  to  atuin  profit  or  pleasure  by  their 
iocecution;  but  your  Grace^s  delight  is  to  counteract 
rour  own  schemes,  when  in  the  very  act  of  perfbrm- 
ince ;  like  a  child— forgive  mo— that  breaks  its  fa- 
Hwrite  toy.  or  a  man  who  sboi^d  set  fil-e  to  the  bouse 
IShaBhaTfbmlt." 

**  And  why  not.  if  be  wanted  to  warm  his  hands  at 
Kb  blaze  T  said  the  Duke. 

*Ay,  ray  lord."  replied  his  dependant;  "but  what 
Q  in  doing  so,  he  should  buni  his  fiogen?— My  lord, 
t  ia  one  of  your  uoblest  qua^ties,  tiiaf  you  will  some- 
imefl  listen  to  the  Uuth  without  taking  ofience;  but 
i%ie  it  otherwise,  I  covkl  not,  at  this  moment,  help 
iMSking  out  at  every  risk." 

*  WolT,  say  on,  I  can  bear  it,"  said  the  Duke,  throw- 
1^  himself  into  an  easy-chair,  and  u^ini;  his  toothpick 
Kttb  graceful  indifierence  ana  equaniniuy}  "I  love  to 
Mir  what  such  potsherds  as  thou  art,  think  of  the 

•  Of  Blood'*  Narrative,  Rogor  North  takei  th«  MUMrisff  ao> 
JM,— "  Thfravsa. Mother  •bam  plot  AfooaVectArvUla.  •  -  •  - 
pr  here  the  gnoA  CuIimmI  Blood,  that  stole  lite  Duke  of  Or- 
Ind,  and,  iTn  eimelr  rcMne  hed  oot  come  in,  hi\d  haiiced  hini 
iTybam,  and  sftorweivleetole  the  erown,  thoufh  he  ««•  not 
Ihftppr  a*  to  carry  it  Uif;  no  Merer  at  pntali  fftmee,  ho,  even 
|L  itie  virluflun  Colonel,  m  ihu  ibtm  pJot  lajri.  wm  tolwve 
SfeD  destroyed  bir  the  PautnU.  U  uo«m$  ib«M  Papiiu  wonld 
ft  no  eminent  Plvteetarlt  bo  mte.  But  aome  emend*  were 
ade  to  the  Colonel  hy  aale  of  the  oanative,  Koeniied  Themea 

'  iftf  Were 


Iftod.    It  woold  have  been  atnti^  if  a^  maflb  mMclticf  „^ , 
RrTMic*  *nd  he  laad  not  come  in  f«ira/HWcl^"~jtetauji,eitiu 

tila  |k  Sll 


proceedings  of  ns  who  are  of  the  pure  poroeiaui  elay 
of  the  earth." 

"In. the  name  of  heaven,  my  lord,  let  me  then  a  A 
you,"  said  Jem ingham, '*  what  merit  you  clsim,  ot 
what  advantage  you  expect,  from  having  embroiled 
every  thing  in  which  you  are  conoemen  to  a  dc^^ree 
whk:b  eouals  the  chaos  of  the  blind  old  Roundhead's 
poem  which  yonr  Grace  is  so  fond  of  7  To  htoain  with 
the  King.  In  spite  of  good-humour,  he  will  be  in* 
censed  at  your  repeated  rivalry." 

**  His  BfiOesty  defied  me  to  it." 

^*  You  have  lost  all  hopes  of  the  Isle,  by  qnanelling 
with  Christian.'.' 

"  I  have  ceased  to  cars  a  farthing  aboot  it,"  replied 
the  Duke.  . 

"  In  Christian  himself,  whom  von  have  insulted,  and 
to  whose  family  you  intend  dishonour,  you  have  lost 
a  sagacious,  artful,  and  cool-headed  instnunent  and 
adherent,"  said  the  monitor. 

"  P&or  Jerningham  1"  answered  the  Ddke ;  **  Chris- 
tian woold  say  as  much  for  tl^ee,  I  doubt  not,  wen 
thou  discarded  to-morrow.  It  is  the  common  erfor 
of  spch  tools  as  yoQ  jand  he  to  think  themselves  in- 
dispensable. As  to  hia  fhmily,  what  was  never  lion* 
ourable  carinot  he  dishonoured  by  any  connexion  witft 
my  house." 

^'  I  say  nothing  of  Chlffinch,"  asid  Jeminghant. 
"ofiended  as  he  will  be  when  he  leams  why,  and 
by  whom,  his  scheme  has  been  rained,  and  the  lady 

Sirited  away~He  and  Ids  wife^  I  say  nothing  or 
em." 

"You  need  not,"  said  the  Duke;  "for were  they 
even  fit  persons  to  speak  to  me  about,  the  Duchess  ca 
Portsmouth  has  bargained  for  their  disgrace." 

"Then  this  bkxxlhound  of  a  Colonel,  as.  he  calif 
himself,  your  Grace  cannot  even  lay  him  on  a  quest 
which  is  to  do  you  service,  but  you  mtist  do  him  such 
indignity  at  the  same  time,  as  ne  will  not  fail  to  re^ 
member,  and  be  sure  to  fly  st  your  throat  should  he 
ever  have  an  opporttinity  of  turning  on  you." 

"I  will  lake  care  he  has  none."  said  the  Dukej 
**  and  yours,  Jerningham,  is  a  low-lived  apprehensiont 
Beat  your  spanid  heartily  if  you  would  have  him 
under  command.  Kvcr  let  your  agents  see  you  kno^a 
what  they  are,  and  prize  them  accordindy.  A  roi^t^ 
who  mast  needs  be  treated  as  a  man  or  nonour,  is  opt 
to  get  above  his  work.  Bnotigh,  therefore,  of  your 
advice  and  censure,  Jerningham  ;  we  differ  in  every 
pariicuJur.  Were  we  both  eiMcinecrs,  you  wouM  spend 
your  lifo  in  watching  some  old  woman*s  wheel,  which 
spins  flax  by  the  ounce ;  I  must  be  in  the  midst  of  the 
most  varietfand  oounterncting  machinery^  regulating 
checks  and  counter-checks,  balancing  weights,  prov- 
ing springs  and  wheels,  directing  and  cohtrolhng  « 
hundred  combined  powtrs." 

"And  your  fortune,  in  the  mean  while?"  said  Jer 
ningham ;  '*  pardon  this  last  hint,  my  lord." 

"My  fortune,"  said  the  Duke,  "is  too  vast  to  b« 
hurt  by  a  petty  wound  i  and  I  have,  as  thou  knowcst, 
a  thousand  salves  in  store  for  the  scratches  and 
scars  which  it  sometimes  receives  in  greasing  mv 
machinery." 

"Your  Grace  does  not  mean  Dr.  WUderhead'd 
powder  of  projection  7" 

"  Pshawl  he  is  a  quacksalver,  and  mountebank, 
and  beggar.'* 

"  Or  Solicitor  DrownIand*8  plan  for  draining  th« 
fens?"  « 

•*He  is  a  cheat,— pid^/Ccrf,  an  attorney." 

"Or  the  Uird  of  LackpeTfs  sale  of  HighUnd 
woods?" 

"He  is  a  Scotsman."  said  the  Duke,-r"9t<2eiicei, 
both  cheat  and  beggar.*' 

"These  streets  here,  upon  the  sita  of  your  noblo 
mansion-house  ?"  said  Jerningham. 

"  The  architect's  a  bite,  ana  the  pAn  s  a  bphhle.  I 
am  sick  of  the  sight  of  this  rubbish,  and  I  will  soon 
replace  our  old  alcoves,  alleys,  and  floweipois,  by  au 
Itnlian  garden  and  a  nr w  palace." 

"That,  my  lord,  would  be  to  wasto^  not  to  impnno 
your  fortune,"  said  liis  domestic. 

**Ok>dpate,  and  muddy  spirit  that  thoa  art,  tfaoa 
hasi  fargot  the  most  hopeful  scheme  of  oil— the  South 
.Sea  Fisheries—their  slock  is  up  SO  pef  ocnt.  alrrant 
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Pdst  donoi  to  the  Attef,  Bnd  t«n,Qld  Jtf  anaase*  to  buy 
20.00(W.  for  me.— Forgive  me,  Plutus,  I  forgoC  lo  lay 
my  aacrifioe  on  thy  shrine,  aiid  Vei  expected  tb v  fa- 
vours !~Fiy  po$t  Qsste,  Jerninghain— for  thy  tin,  for 
Ihy  «f^  for  ifiy  lifer'* 

With  hands  aod  eyes  uplifted.  Jemin^am  left  the 
Apartment;  and  the  Duke,  without  thmkiog  a  mo- 
meot  further  oo  old  or  new  intn0ie»— on  the  niend- 
i^ip  he  had  formedi  or  the  enmity  he  had  provoked-*- 
on  the  beauty  whom  he  had  carried  on  from  her 
natural  protectors,  as  well  as  irom  her  lover~-or  on 
lihe  monarch  aaaiast  whom  he  liad  plsced  himself  in 
nvolship,— sat  down  to  calculate  chances  with  all  (bo 
teal  o{  Denoivr^  tind  of  the  drudgery  in  holf  an 
hour,  and  refused  to  see  the  zealous  agent  whom  he 
had  eA^pioyed  in  the  citv,  because  he  was  busily  en- 
i  in  wri(bg  a  jtew  lampoon. 


CHAPTER  XXXIX. 

Aht  dMis«ndlMsA,asdaditolMartl^PMffM4riNMMilM. 

No  event  is  mom  ordiaary  in  narratives  of  this 
nature,  than  the  abduction  of  the  female  on  whose 
fate  the  interest  is  supposed  to  turn}  but  that  of 
Alice  Bridgenorch  was  tnus^  far  j>orticular,  tbat  she 
was  spirited  aw"  •  "^  •  ~  . .  . 
ihoontradicr 

as  he  made . 

rather  iatbe  spirit  of  rivalry  to  his  Sovereign,  than  from 
any  strong  impression  which  her  beauty  nad  made  on 
his  afle^tioos,  so  he  had  fonned,  the  sudden  plan  of 
vpiriting  her  away  by  meaiis  of  his  dependants,  rather 


logenorcn  was  tnus  lar  norucuiar,  loat  soe 
ited  away  b^  the  Duke  ot  Buckingham,  more, 
diction  tnaain  the  rivalry  of  passion:  and  that, 
ide  his  first  addreases  to  her  at  Chiffinch*St 


to  perplex  Christian,  the  Kng,  Chiffimch,  and  all  coo- 
'     ■    01 


l,.thwi  because  he  hsd^^iny  particular  desire  for 

her  society  at  his  own  mansion..  Indeed,  so  far  was 
this  from  being  the  case,  that  his  Grace  was  Vniher 
surprised  than  delighted  with  the  success  of  the  enter- 
prise which  had  made  her  an  inmate  there,  ajthough' 
It  is  probable  he  might  have  thrown  himself  into  an 
nooontrollable passion,  had  he  learned  its  miscarriage 
instead  of  iu  success. 

Twenty-four  hours  passed  over  since  he  had  uetum- 
ed  to  his  own  roo^  before  notwithsunding  sundry 
iiints  from  Jeminghara,  he  could  even  determine 
on  tho  exertion  necessary  to  pajr  his  fair  capu've  a 
visit;  and  then  it  was  with  the  internal  reluctance 
of  one  who  con  only  be  stirred  from  indolence  by 
novehy. 

**I  wonder  what  made  me  plague  myself  about 
this  wench,"  said  h&  "  and  doom  myself  to  encounter 
all  the  hvsteticnl  rhapsodies  of  a  country  Phillia, 
with  her  Bead  stuffed  with  her  grandmothers  lessons 
about  virtue  and  the  Bible-book,  when  the  finest  and 
best-bred  women  in  town  nray  be  had  upon  more  easy 
terms.  It  is  a  pity  one  cannot  mount  the  victor's  car 
of  triumph  without  having  a  victory  to  boast  of;  yet, 
faith,  it  IB  what  mo%t  of  our  modern  gallants  do, 
though  it  would  not  become  Buckiiigham.— Well,  I 
must  8r«  her,"  he  concluded.  **  though  it  were  but  te 
rid  the  house  of  her.  The  Portsmouth  will  not  hear 
of  her  being  set  at  liberty  near  Charles,  so  much  is 
she  afraid  of  a  new  fair  seducing  the  old  sinner  from 
his  afle^innce.  So  how  the  girl  is  to  be  disposed  of-^ 
for  I  shall  have  little  fancy  to  keep  her  here,  and  she 
IS  too  wealthy  to  be  sent  down  to  Cliefden  as  a  house- 
keeper-is a  matter  to  be  thought  oa." 

He  then  called  for  such  a  dress  as^ might  set  off 
his  natural  good  mien— a  compliment  which  he  con- 
sidered as  due  U)  his  own  merit ;  for  as  to  any  thing 
farther,  he  went  to  pay  his  respecta  to  his  fsir  pris- 
oner with  almost  as  little  zeal  in  the  cause,  as  a  gal- 
lant to  fight  a  duet  in  which  he  has  no  warmer  interest 
thsn  the  maintenance  of  his  reputation  as  a  maa  of 
honour. 

The  set  of  apartments  consecrated  to  the  uss  of 
those  favonntes  who  occasionsUy  made  Bucking- 
ham's mansion  their  place  of- abodes  and  who  were, 
so  far  as  liberty  was  concerned,  often  required  to 

*■  Stock-jobbinf,  t»Hh  catM,  Uiat  i*.  dealinf  in  «hSfMor 
irtoropolfes,  mit«nt*,  and  joint-stork  oompanienoreTerr  deierip> 
lion,  WM  at  leaat  an  comaMn  in  Chariea  II. 'a  time  a«  oor  own  ; 
•ad  as  Um  exeraise  of  inteiMiitj  in  Uiia  w-ar  protniaad  «  foad  to 
wealth  without  tha  necessity  of  iadttstry,  it  was  Uiso  nrneh 
•amtad  by  disaolyta  courtiers. 


ebierf  e  the  "WlftHaji  ef  a  AOYeyi,  wmt  ^enMU 
from  the  rest  ^the  pukes  extensive  ttaoMa  Ha 
lived,  in  the  age  when  what  was  tailed  galkMiv 
warranted  the  most  etrocioDs  actions  ef  deaai  m 
violence:  m  ma^  oe  beet  iUostmtsd  by  the  mi» 
trophe  of  an  unfortunate  acuesa,  whose  beioiy  i^ 
tracted  the  attenikm  of  the  lasl^  Ven^  I^d 
Oxford.  While  her  virme  defied  Bis  ndoctiBn^  hi 
ruined  her  under  oofour  of  a  mock  marrian,  aodwat 
rewarded  for  a  success  which  occasionea  the  dcitli 
of  his  victim,  by  thesKoeral  applause  of  the  Dwa  of  ait 
and  galUntry  who  fUled  the  mwing-room  ofChidH, 

Buckingham  had  made  provision  in  the  interior  d 
his  ducal  mansion  for  exploits  of  a  similar  nttoc; 
and  the  set  of  apartments  which  be  now  viiited  vm 
alternately  used  to  oonfine  the  reluoianri  and  to  mam- 
modate  the  willing. 

Being  now  destined  for  the  former  MrMafi,  theks 
was  deuvered  to  the  Duke  by  a  hooded  and  mcttdd 
old  lady,  who  sat  reading  a  devout  book  in  the  Mter 
fafiUwhrch  divided  these  apartmentt  (asualljcilU 
the  Nunnery)  m>m  the  rest  of  the  house.  Tmi  o^ 
rienced  dowager  acted  as  mistress  of  the  oeranooM 
on  su^h  occasions,  and  was  the  trusty  dcpootinif 
more  ijitrigues  than  were  known  to  any  wa  of  kr 
worshtplbrcalling  beek!es. 

"As  sweet  a  linnet,"  she  said,  ss  $e  uodid tko* 
i^ard  door,  "as  ever  sung  in  a  cage.*^ 

"  I  was  afraid  she  might  bore  been  moiefbrsMiiBI 
than  for  smgmg,  Dowlas,'*  said  the  Duke. 

"Till  yesterday  she  was  w,  please  ymir  QmC 
answered  Dowlas:  '*or,  to  speak  sootk  tiottit 
this  mpminiL  we  heard  of  nothing  bat  uAifut 
But  the  an-  of  your  noble  Grace's  noose  is  fkio* 
ble  to  singinff-birds{  and  to-day  matten  have  iMi 
a-mtich  mended." 

"'Tis  sudden,  dame,"  said  the  Duke:  'in  ti 
something  strsnge,  considering  that.  I  we  «^ 
visited  her  that  the  pretty  trembler  ahould  fa*  «i 
so  soon  reconciled  td  her  fate."  i 

"  Ah,  your  Grace  has  such  magie,  tbatil  €(»»«•  I 
catcs  itself  10  yonr  very  walls ;  at  whokifK  Mip-  I 
turo  sav%  Kiodus,  first  and  seventh,  *Jta(C««u^<*  I 
the  walla  and  the  door-posts.'  ••  .. »  ,v_i.  J 

**  You  are  too  partial.  Dame  Dowlas,^  earfiieWe  f 
ofBackingham.  .  ,, 

**Not  a  word  but'tnith."  said  tbe  dimej  \f^ 
wish  I  roav  be  an  outcast  from  the  fold  w  thelwj 
but  I  think  this  damsers  very  fiame  bo^W 
since  she  was  nnder  your  Grace's  roof  M**"* 
she  hath  a  lighter  form,  a  finer  ttep,  a  iMn » 
played  ankle— I  cannot  tell,  but  I  think  theiest 
change.  But,  lack-a'>dav,  your  Grace  kaowe I  ■■• 
old  as  I  am  trusty,  and  thuat  my  eyes  wu  boimUiw 
uncertain.**  •      .^        j 

*•  Especially  when  jrou  wash  them  with  e  cajj 
canary,  Dame  Downs,"  answered  die  Dm  *>■ 
was  aware  that  temperance  was  not  8Id01ip|  JJ 
cardinal  virtues  which  were  most  fomibar  to  t»  » 
lady's  practkse.  ^  ...»«,..• 

•'Was  It  canary,  yora*  Grace  saidl— WaiuB 
with  caoaiy,  that  voor  Grace  sboekl  have  r" 
me  to  nave  washed  my  eyes  T  sskl  i 
tron.    "I  am  soxry  that  your  Grace 
no  better."  ^      .,  a.   i^a- 

"I  crave  yoor  pardon,  dame,"  •aki  cbe  W 
shaking  asid&  Iksndioosly,  thejirasp  whic\n  "! 
eamesmess  of  her  exculpation,  Madaid  I'owww  , 
clutched  upon  his  sleeve.  "I  crave  yoor  V^^Z  j 
Your  nearer  approach  has  Convinced  n»  «  "J 
erroneous  imputatwn— I  should  have  saidMfl*^"!] 
canary."  '    ^ 

So  8ayin|L  be  walked  forward  into 
ments,whia)werefittedupwith    ' 


have  saw  naii»i«-u 

into  the  mBerepiW 
laAairefvwOiwi 


.  .je  dame  said  tme,  however,"  said  tbei^eeod 
vlser  and  proprietor  of  the  ^>lendn  im?''*^ 
dountry  Phillis  might  well  reconcile  bcndf  laj^ 
prison  as  this,  even  without  e  skiliul  wKniMsa. 
touchabird-dl.  Bift  I  wonder  where  she  eajm^ 
rural  Phidele.  Is  it  possible  she  can  ■"J^'f'S 
like  a  despairing  eommandaDt,  into  her  oedcaaBn 
the  very  citadel  of  the  plaee^  without  ev««  an  •««« 
to  defend  the  out-woiks  V 


CMP-jnYfi 
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c9ptors  allowed  them  tbe  meims  of  sipplyingi  were 
not,  I  nimk,  a  loi  eo  very  hard  to  cDdure." 

"Nevertheless,"  answered  the  Lady  of  Berkely, 
*  friffhtful  enough  it  must  have  appeared  to  me, 
once,  to  fly  from  such,  I  threw  myself  upon  your 
guidance." 

"  And  whatever  you  think  or  suspect,^'  answered 
the  novice,  "  I  am  as  true  to  you  as  ever  was  one 
maiden  to  another;  and  as  sure  aa  ever  sister  Ursula 
was  true  to  her  vows,  although  ihey  were  never  com- 
pjetdd,  so  will  I  be  faiihfid  to  your  secret,  even  at  the 
risk  of  betraying  my  own. 

**  Hearken,  lady  r  she  said,  suddenly  pausing,  "do 
irou  hear  that  ']** 

The  sound  to  which  she  alluded  was  the  same  uni- 
tatlbn  of  the  err  of  an  owlet,  which  the  lady  had 
before  heard  under  the  walls  of  the  Convent. 

"  These  sounds,"  said  Margaret  de  Hauttieu,  "  an- 
nounce that  one  is  near,  more  able  than  I  am  to 
direct  us  in  this  matter.  I  must  go  forward  and 
speak  with  him ;  and  this  man,  our  guide,  will  re- 
matn  by  you  for  a  little  space ;  nor,  when  he  quits 
your  bndle,  need  von  wait  for  any  other  signal,  but 
ride  forward  on  tat  woodland  path,  and  obey  tbe 
advice  and  directions  which  will  be  given  you.** 

•*  Stay  !  stay  !  sister  Ursula  !"  cried  ine  Lady  de 
Berkely—  abandon  me  not  in  this  moment  of  uncer- 
tainty and  distress  1" 

"  It  must  be,  for  the  sake  of  both,"  returned  Marga- 
xet  de  Hautlieo.  "  I  also  am  in  uncertainty— I  also 
am  in  distress— and  patience  and  obedience  are  the 
only  virtues  whic)^  can  save  us  both." 

So  saying;  she  struck  her  horse  with  the  riding  rod, 
and  moving  briskly  forward,  disappeared  amontf  the 
boughs  of  a  tangled  thicket.  The  Lady  of  Berkely 
would  have  followed  her  companion,  bat  thecava- 
dier  who  attended  them  laid  a  strong  hand  upon  the 
l>ridle  of  her  palfrey,  with  a  look  which  implied  that 
he  would  not  peraiU  her  to  proceed  in  that  direction. 
Terrified,  therefore,  thous^h  she  could  not  exactly 
state  a  reason  why,  the  Lady  of  Berkely  remained 
with  her  eyes  fixed  upon  the  thicket,  instinctively,  as 
it  were,  expecting;  to  see  a  band  of  English  archers. 


or  rugged  SoottSh  insurgents,  issue  from  its  tangled 
skirts,  and  doubtfOl  which  she  should  have  most 
considered  as  the  objects  of  her  terror.    In  the  dis- 


grant :  and  turning  his  steed  in  a  different  direction, 
retired  at  a  pace  which  soon  carried  him  from  her 
aifihu    She  had  then  no  alternative  but  to  take  the 

Bth  of  the  thwket,  which  had  been  followed  by 
aigaret  de  Hautheu,  nor  did  she  pursue  it  k>ng 
before  coming  in  si^t  of  a  singular  spectacle. 

The  trees  grew  wider  as  the  lady  advanced,  and 
when  she  entered  the  thicket,  she  perceived,  that 
thouch  hedged  in  as  it  were  by  a  enclosure  of  copse- 
wood,  it  was  in  the  interior  altogether  occupied  by  a 
few  of  the  magnificent  trees,  such  as  seemed  to  have 
been  the  ancestors  of  the  forest,  and  which,  though 
few^  in  number,  were  sufficient  to  overshade  all  the 
unoccupied  ground,  by  the  great  extent  of  their  com- 
plicated branches,  beneath  one  of  these  lay  stretch- 
ed something  of  a  fsny  Oolour,  which,  as  it  drew 
kaelf  Together,  exhibited  the  fimireof  aman  sheathed 
In  armour,  but  stransely  accoutred,  and  in  a  manner 
■r  biaarre,  as  to  indicate  some  of  the  wild  fancies 
oi  euiiar  to  the  knights  of  that  period.  His  armour 
SL 


tress  of  her  uncAtainly,  she  again  attempted  to  move 
forward,  but  the  stem  check  which  her  attendant 
SLgain  bestowed  upon  her  bridle  proved  suf^iently 
that  in  restraining  her  wishes,  the  stranger  was  not 
likely  to  spare  the  strength  which  he  certainly  pos- 
sessed. At  length  after  some  ten  minutes  had  elapsed. 
the  cavalier  withdrew  his  hand  from  her  bridle,  and 
pointing  with  his  lanoe  towards  the  thicket,  through 
which  there  winded  a  narrow,  scarce  visible  path, 
seemed  to  intimate  to  the  lady  that  her  road  lay  in 
that  direction,  and  that  he  would  no  longer  prevent 
her  following  iu 

"  Do  you  not  go  with  me  ,7*'  said  the  lady,  who 
havin^r  been  accustomed  to  this  man's  company  since 

they  left  the  convent,  had  by  degrees  come  to  look    ,  -  ^ 

upon  him  as  a  sort  of  protector.    He,  however,    bound  yourself  in  taking  the  high  vows  of  chivalry." 

gravely  shook  his  head,  as  if  to  excuse  complying       "  If  you  will  trust  to  my  guidance,"  replied  tho 

with  a  request,  which  it  was  not  in  his  Dower  w^  -ghaedy  figure^  "  there  is  only  one  condition  upon 

J 1 — 1_: J  1 —  j:^_ :a:^-_^._     ^j,ich  I  cau  grant  you  the  information  which  you 


was  ingenbusly  piin«ed»  Bo  aeto  mpresent  a  rftefe* 
ton ;  tl^e  ribs  being  constituted  by  the  corslei  and  ka 
back-piece.  The  shield  represented  an  owl  with  its 
wings  spread,  a  device  which  was  repeated  upon  the 
helmet,  which  appeared  to  be  completely  covered  by 
an  image  of  the  same  bird  of  ill  omen.  But  that 
which  was  particularly  calculated  to  excite  surprise  in 
the  spectator,  was  the  j^eat  height  and  thinifeas  of 
the  figure,  which,  as  ii  rose  from  the  ground,  and 
placed  itself  in  an  erect  posture,  seemed  rather  to 
resemble  an  apparition  in  the  aci  of  extricating  itself 
from  the  grave,  than  that  of  an  ordinary  man  rieiDg 
upon  his  leet.  The  horse,  too,  upon  which  the  lady 
rode,  started  back,  and  snorted,  either  at  the  sudden  , 
change  of  posture  of  this  ghastly  specimen  of  chi- 
valry, or  disagreeably  affected  by  some  odour  which 
accompanied  nis  presence.  The  lady  herself  mani- 
fested some  alarm,  for  although  she  did  not  utteriy 
believe  she  was  in  the  presence  of  a  supernati^sal  » 
being,  yetamo^gall  the  suan^e  half- frantic disgutsce  , 
of  chivalry,  this  was  assuredly  ih^  most  uncouth 
which  she  had  ever  seen  ;  and  considering  how 
of)en  the  knights  of  the  period  pushed  their  dreamy 
fancies  to  the  borders  of  insanity,  it.  seemed  at  best 
no  very  safe  adventure  to  meet  one  accoutred  in 
the  emblems  of  the  King  of  Terrors  himself^  alone, 
and  in  the  midst  of  a  wud  forest. ,  Be  the  knight's 
character  and  ptirposes  what  they  might,  she  resolved, 
however,  to  accost  him  in  (he  language  and  manner  . 
observed  in  romances  upon  such  occasions,  in  the 
hope  even  thai  if  he  were  a  madman,  he  might  prove 
a  peaceable  one,  and  accessible  to  civility. 

"  Sir  Knight,"  she  said,  in  as  firm  a  tone  as  she 
could  assume,  "  right  sorry  am  I,  if,  by  my  hasty 
approach,  I  have  disturbed  your  solitary  meditationa 
My  horse,  sensible  J  think  of  the  presence  of  yours, 
brought  me  hither,  without  my  being  aware  whom  oi 
what  I  was  to  encounter."  ^  , 

^  I  am  one,"  answered  the  stranger,  in  a  solemr 
tone,  *'  whom  few  men  seek  to  meet,  till  the  time 
comes  thai  they  can  avoid  me  no  longer.'* 

"You  speak.  Sir  Knight,"  replied  the  Lady  de 
Berkely.  "  according  to  the  dismal  character  of  which 
it  has  pleased  you  to  assume  the  distinction.  May 
I  appeal  to  one  whose  exterior  is  so  formidable,  for 
the  purpose  of  reouesting  some  directions  to  Kui4e  me 
through  this  wild  wood ;  as,  for  instance,  what  is  (he 
name  of  the  nearest  castle,  town,  or  hostelry,  and  by 
what  course  I  am  beet  likely  to  reach  such  ?" 

**  It  is  a  singular  audacity,"  answered  the  Knight 
of  the  Tomb,  "that  would  enter  into  conversation 
with  him  who  is  termed  the  Inexorable,  the  Unspar- 
ing, and  the  Pitiless,  whom  even  the  most  miserable 
fothears  to  call  to  his  assistance, 'lest  his  prayers 
should  be  too  soon  answered.*' 

"Sir  Knight,"  replied  the  Lady  Augusta,  "the 
character  which  yon  have  assumed,  unquestionably 
for  good  reasons,  dictates  to  you  a  peculiar  course  of 
speech ;  but  although  your  part  is  a  sad  one,  it  does 
not,  I  should  suppose,  render  it  necessary  for  you  to 
refuse  these  acts  of  civility  to  which  you  must  have 


n;(2uire;  and  that  is,  that  you  follow  my  footsteps 
without  any  questions  asked  as  to  the  tendency  of 
our  journey." 

"  I  suppose  I  must  submit  to  your  condition,"  she 
answered.  "  if  you  are  indeed  pleased  to  take  upon 
yoarself  the  task  of  being  my  guide.  In  my  heart  I 
conceive  you  to  be  one  of  the  unhappy  gentlemen  of 
Scotland,  who  are  noiw  in  arms,  as  thev  say,  for  the 
defence  of  their  tiberties.  A  rash  undertaking  has 
brought  me  within  the  sphere  of  your  influence,  and 
now  the  only  favour  1  have  to  request  of  >'ou.  against 
whom  I  never  did,  aor  planned  any  evil,  is  the  gukl- 
ance  which  your  knowledge  of  the  country  permits 
vou  easily  to  nf&rd  me  in  my  way  to  the  froniiers  oi 
^^.ngland.  Believe  that  what  I  may  see  of  your  haunts 
or  of  your  practiees,  shi&ll  be  to  me  things  invisible, 
as  if  they  were  actually  concealed  by  the  sepulcbro 
itseU^  of  the  king  of  which  it  has  pleased  yoa  to 
the  attributes ;  ard  if  a  sum  of  money. 
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enobgfa  to  be  the  ransofti  of  ■  wealthy  eeri,  w91  pnr- 
diase  raeh  t  fiivour  at  need,  such  a  ransom  will  be 
frankly  paid  and  with  as  much  fidehty  as  ever  it  was 
rendered  by  a  prisoner  to  the  knight  by  whom  he 
was  taken.  Do  not  reject  me,  princely  Bruce— noble 
Douglas— if  indeed  it  is  to  either  of  these  that  I  address 
myself  in  this  my  last  extremity— men  speak  of  both 
as  fearflil  enemies,  but  generous  knights  and  faithful 
fiiends.  Let  me  entreat  you  to  remember  how  much 
you  would  wish  your  own  Triends  and  connexions  to 
meet  with  compassion  under  similar  circumsunces, 
at  the  hands  of  the  knights  of  England." 

"  And  have  they  done  so  ?"  repHed  the  Knight,  in 
a  voice  more  gloomy  than  before,  "  or  do  you  act 
wisely,  while  imploring  the  protection  of  one  whom 
vou  believe  to  be  a  true  Scottish  knight,  for  no  other 
reason  than  the  extreme  and  extravagant  miserjr  of 
his  appearance ;— is  it,  I  say,  well  or  wise  to  remind 
him  of  the  mode  in  which  the  lords  of  England  have 
treated  the  lovelymaidens  and  the  high-bom  dames 
nf  Scotland  1  Have  not  their  prison  cages  beea 
suspended  from  the  battlements  or  castles,  that  their 
oaptivity  might  be  kept  in  view  of  every  base  burgher 
who  should  desire  to  look  upon  the  miseries  of  the 
tioblest  peeresses,  yen,  even  the  Queen  of  Scotland  7* 
Is  this  a  recollection  which  can  inspire  a  Scottish 
knight  with  compassion  towards  an  English  lady  1 
tur  IS  it  a  thought  which  can  do  aught  but  swell  the 
deeply  sworn  hatred  of  Edward  Plantagenet,  the 
>author  of  these  evils,  that  boils  in  every  drop  of 
Scottish  b!oo<i  which  still  feels  the  throb  of  fife  7 
No:— it  is  all  you  can  expect,  li;  cold  and  pitiless 
at  the  sepulchre  I  represent,  I  leave  you  unassisted  in 
the  helpless  condition  in  which  you  describe  your- 
self to  be."  ^ 

"  You  wai  not  be  00  inhuman,"  replied  the  lady; 
^*  m  doing  so  you  n^^ust  surrender  every  right  to 
iionest  fam&  whioh  you  have  won  either  by  sword 
or  lance.  Tou  must  surrender  every  pretence  to 
that  justiee  which  affects  the  merit  of  supporting  the 
weak  against  (he  strong.  You  must  make  it  your 
pnnciple  to  avenge  the  wrongs  and  tyranny  of  Ed- 
ward Plantagenet  upon  the  dames  and  damosels  of 
England,  who  have  neither  access  to  his  councils, 
nor  perhaps  give  him  their  approbation  in  his  wars 
aflunst  Scotland." 

^*  It  would  not  then,"  said  the  Knight  of  the  Se- 
pulchre, "  induce  you  to  depart  from  your  request, 
should  1  tell  you  the  evils  to  which  you  would  suoject 
yourself  should  wo  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  English 
troops,  and  should  they  find  you  under  sucn  ill- 
omenol  protection  as  my  own  7 

**  Be  assured,"  said  the  lady.  "  the  consideration  of 
such  an  event  does  not  in  the  least  shake  my  resolu- 
tion or  desire  of  confiding  in  your  protection.  You 
may  probably  know  who  I  am^  and  may  judge  how 
far  even  Edward  would  hold  himself  entitled  to  ex- 
tend punishment  towards  me." 

**How  am  I  to  know  you,"  replied  the  ghastly 
cavalier.  *or  your  circumstances  7  They  must  be 
extraordinary,  indeed,  if  they  could  form  a  check, 
either  of  justice  or  humanity,  upon  the  revengeful 
;  feelings  of  Edward.  All  who  know  him  are  well 
assured  that  it  is  no  ordinary  motive  that  will  induce 
aim  to  depart  from  the  indulgence  of  his  evil  temper. 
But  be  it  as  it  niav,  you,  lady,  if  a  lady  you  be,  throw 
yourself  as  a  burden  upon  me,  and  I  must  diachaifce 
myself  of  my  trust  as  I  best  may  1  lor  this  puipose 
you  must  be  guided  impliatly  by  my  directione, 
wnich  will  be  given  afier  the  fashion  of  those  of  the 
spiritual  worid,  being  intimations,  rather  than  de- 
tailed instructions,  for  your  conduct,  and  oxpressod 
rather  bv  commands  than  by  any  reason  or  argu- 
ment. In  this  way  it  is  possible  that  I  may  be  of  ser- 
vice to  vou ;  in  any  other  case,  it  is  most  likely  that 
1  may  fail  you  at  need,  and  melt  from  your  side  like  a 
phantom  which  dreads  the  approach  of  day." 

"You  cannot  be  so  cruel!"  answered  the  lady. 

A  gentleman,  a  knight,  and  a  nobleman— and  I  per- 
ennde  myself  I  speak  to  all— hath  duties  which  he 
cannot  abandon." 

*  TlMa«een  of  RotMrt  tlio  Bnio«,  and  the  Covntew  of  Ba- 
enm,  bjr  whom,  u  ono  of  Maoa*tflr«  dMcent,  lis  wac  crowned 
at  fleoae^  were  leeimd  in  Uie  manner  deMribed. 


"He  has,  I  grant  it,  and  th^  are  most  sacrad  to 
me,"  answered  the  Spectral  Knight:  **bat  I  have 
also  duties  whoso  obli^tions  are  doubly  binding,  and 
to  which  I  must  sacrifice  those  which  would  other- 
wise lead  me  to  devote  myself  to  your  rescue.  Ilia 
only  question  is,  whether  you  feel  inclined  to  acoqjt 
my  protection  on  the  limited  terms  on  which  alone  I 
can  extend  it,  or  whether  you  deem  it  better  that 
each  go  their  own  way,  and  limit  themselves  to  their 
own  resources,  and  trust  the  rest  to  Providence?'* 

**  Alas !"  replied  the  lady,  "beset  and  hard  preaoed 
as  I  am^  to  ask  me  to  form  a  resolutk>n  for  myself  ia 
like  calling  on  a  wretch,  in  the  act  of  falling  frt>m  a 
precipice,  to  form  a  calm  judgment  by  what  twifr  he 
may  best  gam  the  chance  oiDroaking  his  fall.  Hia 
answer  must  necessarily  he,  that  he  mil  cling  to  that 
which  he  can  easiest  lay  hold  o^  and  trust  the  rest  to 
Providence.  I  accept  tnerefore  your  ofier  of  proteo- 
tion,  in  the  modified  way  you  are  pleased  to  umit  it, 
and  I  put  my  faith  in  Heaven  and  in  you.  To  aid  me 
effectually,  however,  you  must  know  my  name  and 
my  circumstances." 

^'All  these,"  answered  the  Kniffht  of  the  Sepul- 
chre, **  have  already  been  told  me,  oy  your  late  oooa- 
panion ;  for  deem  not,  young  lady,  that  either  beauty, 
rank,  extended  domains,  unlimited  wealth,  or  the 
highest  accomplishments,  can  weigh  any  thing  in  the 
consideration  of  him  who  wears  the  trappings  of  die 
tomb,  and  whose  afiections  and  desires  are  long 
buried  in  the  charnel-house." 

"May  your  faith,"  said  the  Lady  Aogosta  de 
Berkely,  be  as  steady  as  your  words  appear  sereiv, 
and  I  submit  to  your  suidanoe,  without  the  lea^ 
doubt  or  fear  that  it  will  prove  otherwise  than  as^ 
venture  to  hope." 


CHAPTER  XV. 

Like  the  dog  following  its  master,  ^ 

in  training  him  to  the  sport  in  whksh  he  l. 
should  excel,  the  Lady  Augusta  felt  herself  a 

ally  treated  with  a  severity  calculated  to  impi ^ 

her  the  most  implicit  obedienoe  and  attention  to  die 
Knight  of  the  Tomb,  in  whom  she  had  apeedily  per- 
suaded herself  she  saw  a  principal  naaa  among  the 
retainers  of  Douglas,  if  not  James  of  Doo^aa  him- 
self. Still,  however,  the  ideas  which  the  lady  had 
formed  of  the  redoubted  Douglas,  were  tfaoee  of  a 
knight  highly  accomplished  in  the  duties  of  chivalrfv  i 
devoted  in  particular  to  the  service  of  the  fur  aex»  ' 
and  altogether  unlike  the  personage  with  whom  ab 
found  herself  so  strangely  united,  or  rather  for  tl» 
present  enthralled  to.  Nevertheless,  when,  as  if  ti 
abridge  farther  communication,  he  turned  aaort  ina 
one  of  the  mazes  of  the  wood,  and  seemed  to  adopti 

Race,  which,  from  the  nature  of  the  groand.  tht 
orse  on  which  the  Ladv  Augusta  waa  mounted  had 
difficulty  to  keep  up  witB,  she  followed  him  with  dit 
alarm  and  speed  of  the  young  spaniel,  which,  frooi 
fear  rather  than  fondness,  endeavours  to  keep  op 
with  the  track  of  its  severe  master.  The  aimile,  it  is 
thie,  is  not  a  very  polite  one,  nor  entirely  becomiiv 
an  age,  when  women  were  worshiiiped  with  a  Cer- 
tain degree  of  devotion ;  but  such  circumstances  ai 
the  present  were  aiao  rare,  and  the  Lady  Aui^sta  ds 
Berkely  could  not  but  persuade  herself  that  the  tenibls 
champion,  whose  name  had  been  so  long  the  theme 
of  her  anxiety,  and  the  temyr  indeed  of  the  whole 
country,  misfit  be  able,  some  way  orother,  to  accom- 
plish her  deliverance.  She,  therefore,  exerted  her- 
self  to  the  utmost  so  as  to  keep  j>aee  with  the  phan- 
tom-like apparition,  and  followed  the  knight,  aa  the 
evening  shadow  keeps  watch  upon  the  belated  nutk, 
Aa  the  lady  obviously  suffered  under  the  defRreo  uf 
exeruon  necessary  to  keep  her  palfrev  from  atumblins; 
in  these  steep  and  broken  paths,  the  Knight  of  tha 
Tomb  slackened  his  pace,  looked  anxioualy  an>ond 
him.  and  muttered  apparently  to  himself  thongh  pro- 
bably intended  for  his  companion's  ear,  ^  There  is  no 
occasion  for  so  much  haste." 

He  proceeded  at  a  slower  rate  undl  they  seemed  10 
be  on  the  brink  of  a  ravine,  being  one  of  many  irre- 
gulariuei  on  the  suxiistoe  of  the  ground,  efiected  br 
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the  Bodden  torrents  peculiar  to  that  country,  and 
which,  winding  amon^  the  trees  and  copsewood, 
formed,  as  it  were,  a  net  of  places  of  concealment, 
opening  into  each  other,  so  that  there  was  perhaps 
noplace  in  the  world  so  fit  for  the  purpose  of  nmbus- 
eadeL  The  spot  where  the  borderer  Tumbull  had 
made  his  escape  at  the  hunting-match,  was  one  spe- 
cimen of  this  broken  country,  and  perhaps  connected 
itself  with  the  various  thickets  and  passes  through 
which  the  knight  and  pilsrim  occasionally  seemed  to 
take  their  vmy,  though  that  ravine  was  at  a  consi- 
derable distance  from  their  present  route. 

Mean  while  the  knight  led  the  way,  as  if  rather 
with  the  purpose  of  bewildering  the  lady  Augusta 
tmidst  these  mterminable  woodsy  than  following  any 
exact  or  fixed  path.  Here  they  ascended,  and  anon 
appeared  to  descend  in  the  same  direction,  finding 
imly  boundless  wildernesses,  and  varied  combina- 
tions of  tangled  woodland  scenery.  Such  part  of  the 
country  as  seemed  arable,  the  knight  appeared  care- 
fully to  avoid ;  yet  he  could  not  direct  his  course  with 
so  much  certainty  but  that  he  occasionally  crossed 
the  path  of  inhabitants^and  cultivators,  who  showed 
t  consciousness  of  so  singular  a  presence,  but  never, 
u  the  lady  observed,  evinced  any  symptom  of  recog- 
nition. The  inference  was  obvious,  that  the  spectre 
knight  was  known  in  the  country,  and  that  he  pos- 
Kssed  adherents  or  accomplices  there,  who  were  at 
bast  so  far  his  friends,  as  to  avoid  giving  any  alarm, 
which  might  be  the  means  of  his  discovery.  The 
wdl  imitated  cry  of  the  night-owl,  too  frequent  a 
fiuest  in  the  wilderness  that  its  call  should  be  a  sub- 
net of  surprise,  seemed  to  be  a  signal  generally  un- 
lerstood  among  them ;  for  it  was  heard  in  different 
Murts  of  the  wood,  and  the  lady  Augusta,  experienced 
n  such  journeys  by  her  former  travels  under  the 
tuidance  of  the  minstrel  Bertraih,  was  led  to  observe, 
hat  on  hearing  such  wild  notes,  her  guide^ changed 
he  direction  of  his  course,  and.  betook  himself  to 
>aths  which  led  through  deeper  wilds,  and  more  im- 
»enetrable  thickets.  This  happened  so  often,  that  a 
tew  alarm  came  upon  the  unfortwiate  pilgrim,  which 
(Ugsgested  other  motives  of  terror.  Was  she  not  the 
jonndant,  and  almost  the  tool  of  some  artful  design, 
aid  with  a  view  to  an  extensive  operation,  which 
^s  destined  to  fbrmiuate,  as  the  efforts  of  Douglas 
lad  before  done,  in  the  surprise  of  his  hereditary 
astle^  ,the  massacre  of  the  English  oarrison— and 
nally  in  the  dishonour  and  death  of  that  Sir  John 
e  Walton,  u-pon  whose  fate  she  had  long  believed, 
•r  taught  herself  to  believe,  that  her  own  was  de- 
endeni? 

It  no  sooner  flashed  across  the  mind  of  the  Lady 
Luguata  that  she  was  engaged  m  some  such  conspi- 
aey  with  a  Scottish  insurzent,  than  she  shuddered 
It  the  consequences  of  the  dark  transactions  in 
irhich  she  had  now  become  involved,  and  which 
[ppeared  to  have  a  tendency  so  very  oifierent  from 
rhat  ahe  had  at  first  apprehended. 

The  hours  of  the  morning  of  this  remarkable  day, 
»eing  that  of  Palm  Sunday,  were  thus  drawn  out  m 
vanaerini^  from  place  to  place ;  while  the  Lady  de 
lerkely  occasionally  interposed  by  petitions  for 
iberty,  which  she  endeavoured  to  express  in  the 
noet  moving  and  pathetic  manner,  and  by  oflfers  of 
vealth  and  treasures,  to  which  no  answer  whatever 
vas  returned  by  her  strange  guida 

At  length,  as  if  worn  out  by  his  captive's  importu- 
lity,  the  knight,  coming  close  up  to  the  bridle  rein  of 
be  Lady  Augusta,  said  in  a  solemn  tone— 

"I  am,  as  you  may  well  believe,  none  of  those 
;nigiics  who  roam  through  wood  and  wild  seeking 
dventu  res,  by  which  I  may  obtain  grace  in  the  eyes 
f  a  Gut  lady:  Yet  will  1  t j  a  certain  degree  grant 
ae  reopest  which  thou  dost  solicit  so  anxiously,  and 
he  arbitration  of  thy  fate  shall  depend  upon  the 
ileasure  of  him  to  wnose  will  thou  hast  expressed 
hyaelf  ready  to  submit  thine  own.  I  will,  on  our 
irrival  at  the  place  of  our  destinarion,  which  is  now 
It  haad,  write  to  Sir  John  de  Walton,  and  send  my 
etter,  together  with  thy  fair  self^  by  a  special  mes- 
lenicer.  He  will,  no  doubt,  speedily  attend  our  sum- 
tnoniL  and  thou  shalt  thyself  be  satisfied,  that  even 
ba  who  faat  as  ye%  appeared  deaf  to  entreaty,  and 


insensible  to  earthly  affections^  has  still  some  synspa- 
thy  for  beauU'  and  for  virtue.  I  will  put  the  choice 
of  safety,  and  thy  future  happiness,  into  thine  own 
hands,  and  those  of  the  man  whom  thou  hast 
chosen ;  and  thou  mayst  select  which  thou  wilt  be- 
twixt those  and  misery." 

While  he  thus  spoke,  one  of  those  ravines  or  clefts 
in  the  earth  seemed  to  yawn  before  them,  and  enter- 
ing it  at  the  upper  end,  the  spectre  knight,  with  an 
attention  which  he  had  not  yet  shown,  guided  the 
lady's  courser  by  the  rein  down  the  broken  and  steep 
path  by  which,  alone  the  bottom  of  the  tangled  din-  k- 
gle  was  accessible. 

When  placed  on  firm  ground  after  the  dangers  of 
a  descent,  in  which  her  palfrey  seemed  to  be  sustained 
by  the  personal  strength  and  address  of  the  singular 
being  who  had  hold  of  the  bridle,  the  lady  looked 
with  some  astonishment  at  a  place  so  well  adapted 
for  concealment  as  that  which  she  had  now  reached. 
It  appeared  evident  that  it  was  used  for  this  purpose, 
for  more  than  one  stifled  answer  was  Riven  to  a  very 
low  bugle-note  emitted  by  the  Knight  of  the  Tomb; 
.and  when  the  same  note  was  repeated,  about  half  a 
'score  of  armed  men,  some  wearing  the  dress  of , sol- 
diers, others  those  of  shepherds  and  agriculturists, 
showed  themselves  imperfectly,  as  if  acknowledging 
the  summons. 


CHAPTER  XVL 

"  Hail  to  you.  my  gallantfriends !"  said  the  Knight 
of  the  Tomb  to  his  companions,  who  seemed  to  wel- 
come him  with  the  eagerness  of  men  engaged  in  the 
same  perilous  undertaking.  "The  winter  has  passed 
over,  the  festival  of  Palm  Sunday  is  come,  and  as 
surely  as  the  ice  and  snow  of  this  season  shall  not 
remain  to  chill  the  earth  through  the  ensuing  sum- 
mer, so  surely  we,  in  a  few  hours,  keep  our  word 
to  those  southern  braggarts,  who  think  their  lan- 
guage of  boasting  and  malice  has  as  much  force  over 
our  Scottish  bosoms,  as  the  blast  possesses  over  the 
autumn  fruits ;  but  it  is  not  so.  Vyhile  we  choose  u> 
remain  concealed,  they  may  as  vainly  seek  to  descry 
us,  as  a  housewife  would  search  for  the  needle  she 
has  dropped  among  the  withered  foliage  of  yon 
[igantic  oak.  Yet  a  few  hours,  and  the  lost  needle 
shall  become  the  exterminating  sword  of  the  Geniua 
of  Scotland,  avenging  ten  thousand  injuries,  and  es- 
pecially the  life  of  the  sallant  L9rd  Douglaa,  cruelly 
done  to  death  as  an  exue  from  his  native  country.'* 

An  exclamation  between  a  yell  and  a  groan  burst 
from  the  assembled  retainers  of  Douglas,  upon  being 
reminded  of  the  recent  death  of  their  chieftain ;  while 
they  seemed  at  the  same  time  sensible  of  the  neces- 
sity of  making  little  noise,  lest  they  should  give  the 
alarm  to  some  of  the  numerous  English  parties 
which  were  then  traversing  different  parts  of  the 
forest.  The  acclamatbn,  so  cautiously  uttered,  had 
scarce  died  away  in  silence^  when  the  Knight  of  the 
Tomb,  or,  to  call  him  by  his  proper  name,  Sir  James 
Douglas,  again  addressed  his  handful  of  faithful  fol- 
lowers. 

"One  effort,  my  friends,  may  yet  be  made  to  end 
our  strife  with  the  southron  without  bloodshed.  Fate 
has  within  a  few  hours  thrown  into  mv  power  the 
young  heiress  of  Berkely.  for  whose  sake  it  is  said 
Sir  John  de  Walton  keeps  with  such  obstinacy  the 
castle  which  is  mine  by  inheritance.  Is  there  one 
among  you  who  dare  go,  as  the  honourable  escort  of 
Augusta  de  Bcorkdy,  bearing  a  letter,  explaining  the 
terms  on  which  I  am  wilbng  to  restore  her  to  her 
lover,  to  freedom,  and  to  her  English  lordships  ?'' 

"It  there  is  none  other,"  said  a  tall  man,  dressed 
in  the  tattered  attire  of  a  woodsman,  and  beings  in 
fact,  no  other  than  the  very  Michael  Turnbull^  who 
had  already  given  so  extraoniinary  a  proof  of  his  un- 
daunted manhood,  "I  will  gladly  be  the  person  who 
will  be  the  lady's  henchman  on  this  expeditron." 

"Thou  art  never  wanting,"  sakl  the  Douglas, 
•*  where  a  manly  deed  is  to  be  done ;  but  remember- 
this  lady  must  pledse  to  us  her  word  and  oath  that 
she  will  hold  herself  our  faithful  prisoner,  rescue  or 
no  rescue ;  that  she  will  consider  nerself  as  pledged 
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fi|r  tliQ  life,  freedom,  and  fair  usage  of  Michael  Turn- 
bull;  and  that  if  Sir  John  de  Walton  refuse  mv 
terms,  she  must  hold  herself  obliged,  to  return  with 
TurnbuU  to  our  presence,  in  order  to  be  disposed  of 
at  our  pleasure. 

There  was  much  in  these  conditions,  which  struck 
tlie  Lady  Augusta  with  natural  doubt  and  horror ; 
nevertheless,  strange  as  it  majr  seem,  the  declaration 
of  the  Douglas  gave  a  species  of  decision  to  her 
situation,  which  might  have  otherwise  been  unat- 
tainable: and  from  the  high  opinion  which  she  en- 
tertained of  the  Douglas's  chivalry,  she  could  ,not 
brinf(  herself  to  tiiink,  that  any  part  which  he  might 
play  m  the  approaching  drama  would  be  other  than 
that  which  a  perfect  ^ood  kjiight  would,  under  all 
circumstances,  maintain  towards  his  enemy.  Even 
with  respect  to  De  Walton,  she  felt  herself  relieved 
of  a  painful  difficulty.  The  idea  of  her  being  dis- 
covered by  the  knight  himself,  in  a  male  disguise, 
had  preyed  upon  her  spirits ;  and  she  felt  as  if  guilty 
of  a  departure  from  the  laws  of  womanhood,  in  hav- 
ing extended  her  favour  towards  him  beyond  maid- 
enly limits ;  a  step,  too,  which  might  tend  to  lessen 
her  in  the  eyes  of  the  lover  for  whom  she  had  hazard^ 
80  much. 

'  The  heart,  ahe  said,  is  lifhtly  prised. 

That  is  but  lightly  won  5 
And  Ion?  shall  mourn  the  heartless  man, 

That  leaves  his  love  too  soon." 

On  the  other  hand,  to  be^  brought  before  him  as  a 
prisoner,  was  indeed  a  circuo^tance  equally  per- 
plexing and  unpleasing,  but  it  wB^  one  whion  was 
Dcyond  her  control,  and  the  Douglas,  into  whose 
hands  she  had  fallen,  appeared  to  her  to  represent 
the  deiiy  in  the  play,  whose  entrance  was  almost 
sufficient  to  bring  its  perplexities  to  a  conclusion ; 
she  therefore  not  unwillingly  submitted  to  take  what 
oaths  and  promises  were  required  by  the  party  in 
whose  hands  she  found  herself,  and  accordingly  en- 
gaged to  be  a  true  prisoner,  whatever  might  occur. 
Mean  time  she  strictly  obeyed  the  directions  of  those 
who  had  her  motions  at  command,  devoutly  praying 
that  circumstances,  in  themselves  so  adverse,  might 
nevertheless  work  together  for  the  safety  of  her  lover 
and  her  own  freedom. 

A  pause  ensued,  during  which  a  slight  repast  was 
placed  before  the  Lady  Augusta,  who  was  ^well  nigh 
exhausted  with  the  fati^es  of  her  journey. 

Douglas  and  his  partisans,  mean  whila  whispered 
together,  as  if  unwilling  she  should  hear  their  confer- 
ence ;  while,  to  purchase  their  good- will,  if  possible, 
she  studiously  avoided  every  appearance  of  hstening. 

After  some  conversation,  Tnnibull,  who  appeared 
to  consider  the  lady  as  peculiarly  his  charge,  said  to 
her  m  a  harsh  voice,  "  Do  not  fear,  lady ;  no  wrong 
shall  be  done  you ;  nevertheless,  you  must  be  con- 
tent for  a  space  to  be  blindfolded." 

She  submitted  to  this  in  silent  terror j  and  the 
trooper,  wrappmg  part  of  a  mantle  round  her  head, 
did  not  assist  her  to  remount  her  palfrey,  but  lent  her 
his  arm  to  support  her  in  this  bhnded  state. 


CHAPTER  XVn. 
The  ground  which  they  traversed  was,  as  Lady 
Augusta  could  feeL  very  broken  and  uneven,  and 
sometimes,  as  she  thought,  encumbered  with  ruins, 
which  were  difficult  to  surmount.  The  strength  of 
her  comrade  assisted  her  forward  on  such  occasions; 
but  his  help  was  so  roughly  administered,  that  the 


which  she  underwent,  or  the  pain  which  she  endured. 
Presently,  upon  an  occasion  of  this  kind,  she  was 
aistinctlv  sensible  that  the  rough  woodsman  was 
emoveq  from  her  side,  and  another  of  the  party  sub- 
sdtuted  m  his  steady  whose  voice,  more  gentle  than 
that  of  bis  compamon,  she  thought  she  had  lately 
heard. 

"Noble  lady,*'  were  the  words,  "fear  not  the 
slightest  injury  at  our  hands,  and  accept  of  my  mi- 
nistry instead  of  that  of  my  henchman,  who  has 
(one  forward  with  our  letter  j  do  not  thizik  me  pre- 


suming on  my  situation  if  I  bear  joa  in  mf  «ni» 
through  ruins  where  you  could  not  easily  move  uooie 
and  bUndfold." 

At  the  same  time  the  Lady  Augaita*Berkcly  Kit 
herself  raised  from  the  earth  in  the  stroDg  ami 
of  a  man,  and  borne  onward  with  the  utmost  flea- 
tlenese,  without  the  necessity  of  making  thoae  pan- 
ful exertions  which  had  been  fonnerly  reiiuiroi 
She  was  ashamed  of  her  situation;  but,  however 
dehcate,  it  was  no  time  to  give  vent  to  connplainti, 
which  mi^t  have  given  ofEsnce  to  penons  wbom  it 
was  her  interest  to  conciliate  Sh&  therefore,  sub- 
mitted to  necessity,  and  heard  the  tollowiiis  words 
whispered  in  her  ear. 

"Fear  nothing;  there  is  no  evil  intended  yon  ;  ns 
shall  Sir  John  de  Walton,  if  he  loves  yoa  na  you  de- 
serve at  his  hand,  receive  any  harm  -on  our  part.  We 
call  on  him  but  to  do  justice  to  ourselves  wad  to  yoc; 
and  be  assured  you  will  best  acoomplish  jFoiir  owe 
happiness  by  aiding  our  views,  which  are  equally  ia 
favour  of  your  wishes  and  your  freedcym." 

The  Lady  Augusta  would  have  made  some  snama 
to  this,  but  her  breath,  betwixt  fear  and  the 

with  which  she  was  transported,  refused  to  p 

her  to  use  intelligible  accents.    Mean  tune  Ae  beffo 
to  be  sensible  that  she  was  enclosed  within  smm 
building,  and  probably  a  ruinous  one— for  altboiiKb 
the  mode  of  her  transportation  no  longer  pemtuei 
her  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  her  path  in  any  wemta. 
distinctly,  yet  the  absence  of  the  external  air-^ariiieii 
was,  however^  sometimes  excluded,  and  aoaaetaBet 
admitted  in  furious  gusts— intimated  that  she  wai 
conducted  through  buddings  partly  entire^  and  ia 
other  places  admitdng  the  wind  through  wide  rests 
and  gaps.    In  one  place  it  seemed  to  the  ladr  as  ^ 
she  passed  through  a  considerable  bodyof  pnopl^  '^ 
of  whom  observed  silence,  although  then  was  soaie- 
times  heard  among  them  a  murmur,  to  vhicb  evefrr 
one  present  m  some  degree  contributed,  tltlioagh  iKt 
general  sound  did  not  exceed  a  whisper.   Her  E»iu> 
ation  made  her  attend  to  every  circurostsnoe,  and  dat 
did  not  fail  to  observe  that  these  persons  mada  v^f 
for  him  who  bore  her,  until  at  length  she  became 
sensible  that  he  descended  by  the  reffukr  steps  sf  a 
stair,  and  that  she  was  now  alone  exoroting  his  com- 
pany.   Arrived,  as  it  appeared  to  the  lady,  om.  met 
level  ground,  they  proceeded  on  their  siBMSular  md 
by  a  course  which  appeared  neither  direct  nor  09, 
and  through  an  atmosphere  which  was  ciose  mi 
smothering  degree,  and  felt  at  the  same  time  daa* 
and  disagreeable,  as  if  from  the  vaponrs  of  a  aif - 
made  grave.    Her  guide  again  spoke. 

"  Bear  up,  Lady  Augusta,  for  a  little  loQger,  ai 
continue  to  endure  that  atmosphere  which  masibs 
one  day  common  to  us  all    By  the  neoeaoity  of  m$ 
situadon.  I  must  resign  my.  present  office  to  yoiim- 
ginal  guide,  and  can  only  give  you  myassmance,  ikas. 
neither  he,  nor  any  one  else,  snail  oner  yon  the  leBst 
incivility  or  insult— and  on  this  you  may  rdy,  on  ^ 
faith  of  a  man  of  honour." 

He  placed  her,  as  he  said  these  words^  upon  idbe 
soft  turf,  and,  to  her  infinite  refreshment,  made  bo- 
sensible  that  she  was  once  more  in  the  open  air,  ttd 
free  from  the  smothering  atmosphere  which  had  ht- 
fore  oppressed  her  like  that  of  a  chamel-houae.  Ai 
the  same  time,  she  breathed  m  a  whi/q)er  an  'fiTiffr* 
wish  that  she  might  be  permitted  to  diaencumbar  bo^ 
self  from  the  folds  of  the  mantle,  which  exdoM 
almost  the  power  of  breathing,  though  intended  oalv 
to  prevent  ner  seeing  by  what  road  she  trave^a. 
She  immediately  found  it  unfolded,  agreeably  to 
request  and  hastened,  with  uncovered  eyes,  to  ' 
note  01  the  scene  around  her. 

It  was  overehadowed  by  thick  oak-trees,  ai 
which  stood  some  remnants  of  btuldin0»  or 
mi^ht have  seemed  such,  being perhapstne  sax 

which  she  had  been  lately  wandering.    A  dear  i 

tain  of  living  water  bubbled  forth  from  under  the 
twisted  roots  of  one  of  those  trees,  and  oSered  the 
lady  the  opportunity  of  a  draught  of  the  pure  ek 

and  in  which  she  also  bathed  ner  fooe,  which  I 

ceived  more  than  one  scratch  in  the  course  o€  (9 
journey,  in  spite  of  the  cars,  and  abnost  the  t 
nea^  with  which  ahe  had  latteiiy  beeabonie  i 
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The  cool  water  speedily  f  topt  the  bleeding  of  those 
ttifling  iAJuries,  and  the  application  served  at  the  same 
tune  to  recall  the  scattered  senses  of  the  damsel  hcr- 
sett  Her  first  idea  was,  whether  an  attempt  to 
e8cu)s,  if  such  should  appear  possibiei  was  not  ad- 
visable. A  moment's  reflection,  however,  satisfied 
her  that  such  a  scheme  was  not  to  be  thought  of; 
and  such  second  tlioughts  were  confirmed  by  the  ap- 
proach of  the  gigantic  form  of  the  huntsman  Tum- 
biilL  the  rough  tones  of  whose  voice  were  heard  before 
bis  figure  was  obvious  to  her  eye. 

"Were  you  impatient  for  my  return,  fair  lady? 
Such  as  I,  he  continued  in  an  ironical  tone  of  voice, 
*\who  are  foremost  in  the  chase  of  wild  stags  and 
silvan  cattle,  are  not  in  use  to  lag  behind,  when  fair 
ladies,  like  you,  are  the  objects  of  pursuit ;  and  if  I 
am  not  so  constant  in  my  attendance  as  you  might 
expect,  believe  me,  it  is  because  1  was  engiui:cd  in  an- 
other matter,  to  which. I  must  sacrifice  for  a  little 
even  the  duty  of  attending  on  you.** 

"I  offer  no  .resistance,"  said  the  lady;  *' forbear, 
however,  in  dischandng  thy  duty,  to  augment  my 
uneasiness  bjr  thy  conversauon,  for  thy  master  hath 
pledged  me  his  word  that  he  will  not  sufier  me  to  be 
alarmed  or  ill  treated." 

"Nay^  fair  one,"  replied  the  huntsman,  "I  ever 
chough  t  It  was  fit  to  make  interest  by  soft  words  with 
fiiir  ladies;  but  if  you  like  it  not,  I  have  no  such  plea- 
sure in  hunting  for  fine  holyday  terms,  but  that  1  can 
with  equal  ease. hold  myself  silent.  Come,  then, 
since  we  must  wait  upon  this  lover  of  yours  ere  morn- 
ing closes^  and  learn  his  last  resolution  touching  a 
nnatter  which  is  become  sa  strangely  complicated,  I 
will  hold  no  more  intercourse  with  you  as  a  female, 
but  talk  to  you  as  a  person  of  sense,  although  an 
Englishwoman." 

♦^ou  will,"  n»Iicd  the  lady,  "best  fulfil  the  in- 
tentions of  those  by  whose  ordera  you  act,  by  hokiing 
no  society  with  me  whatever,  otherwise  than  is  neces- 
sary in  the  character  of  guide." 

The  man  lowered  his  brows,  yet  seemed  to  assent 
to  what  the  Lady  of  Berkely  proposed,  and  remained 
silent  as  they  for  some  time  pureued  their  course,  each 
pondering  over  their  own  share  of  meditation^  which 
probably  turned  upon  matters  essentially  different. 
At  length  the  loud  blast  of  a  bugle  was  heard  at  no 
great  distance  from  the  unsocial  fellow-travellers. 
*■  That  IB  the  person  we  seek,"  said  Turnbull ;  "  I 
know  his  blast  from  any  other  who  frequents  this 
forest,  and  my  orders  are  to  bring  you  to  speech  of 
him." 

The  blood  darted  rapidly  through  the  lady's  veins 
«t  the  thought  of  being  thus  unceremoniouslv  pre- 
sented to  the  knight,  in  whose  fkvour  she  haa  con- 
fessed a  rash  preference  more  agreeable  to  the  man- 
ners of  those  tunes,  when  exaggerated  sentiments 
often  inspired  actbnsof  extravagant  generosity,  than 
in  our  days,  when  every  thing  is  accounted  absurd 
which  aoeB  not  torn  upon  a  motive  connected  with 
the  immediate  selfish  interests  of  the  actor  himself. 
When  Turnbull,  therefore  winded  his  horn,  as  if  in 
answer  to  the  blast  which  they  had  heard,  the  lady 
Was  disposed  to  fly  at  the  first  impulse  of  shame  and 
of  fear.  Turnbull  perceived  her  intention,  and  caught 
hold  of  her  with  no  very  gentle  grasp,  saying—"  Nay, 
lady,. it  is  to  be  underetood  that  you  play  j'our  own 
part  in  the  drama,  which,  unless  you  continue  on  the 
Sta^e,  will  conclude  unsatisfactorily  to  us  all.  in  a 
eombat  at  entrance  between  your  lover  and  me, 
when  it  will  appear  which  of  us  is  most  worthy  of 
foot  favour." 

"  I  will  be  patient,"  said  the  lady,  bethinking  her 
that  even  this  strange  man's  presence,  and  the  com- 
potsion  which  he  appeared  to  use  towards  her,  was  a 
'.of  excuse  to  her  female  scruples,  for  coming  into 
presence  of  her  lover,  at  least  of  her  first  appear- 
-  before  him,  in  a  disguise  which  her  feelings  oon- 
_  .d  was  not  extremely  decorous,  or  reconcilable 
ID  the  dignity  of  her  sex. 

The  moment  after  these  thoughts  had  passed 
through  her  mind,  the  tramp  of  a  horse  was  heard 
approaching;  and  Sir  Johu  de  Walton,  pressing 
throueh  the  trees,  became  aware  of  the  presence  of 
his  lady,  captivevas  it  seemed,  in  the  grasp  of  a  Scot 


tish  outlaw,  who  was  only  known  to  lum  by  his  for- 
mer audacity  at  the  hunting-match. 

His  surpnse  and  joy  only  supplied  the  knight  with 
those  hasty  expressions—  Coitifli  let  go  thy  hold  I 
or  die  in  thy  profane  attempt  to  control  themutions 
of  one  whom  the  very  sun  m  heaven  should  be  proud 
to  obey."  At  the  same  time,  anprchensive  that  the 
huntsman  might  hurry  the  Indy  from  his  sight  by 
means  of  some  enianglcil  nath— such  as  upon  a  for- 
mer occasion  had  served  liim  for  escape— Sir  John 
dc  Waltun  dropped  his  cumbrous  lance,  of  which  the 
trees  did  not  permit  him  the  perfect  use,  and  spring- 
ing from  his  horse,  approached  Turnbull  with  his 
drawn  sword. 

The  Scottishman,  keeping  his  left  hand  still  upon 
the  lady's  mantle,  uplifted  with  his  right  his  battle-' 
axCf  or  Jed  wood  at  a  Hi  for  the  purpose  of  parrying 
and  returning  the  blow  of  his  antagonist,  but  the 
lady  s)X)ke. 

**^Sir  John  dc  Walton,"  she  said,  "for  heaven's 
sake,  forbear  all  violence,  till  you  hear  upct  what 
pacific  object  I  am  brought  hither,  and  by  what 
ix^accful  means  these  wars  may  be  put  an  end  to. 
This  man,  though  an  enemy  of  yours,  has  been  to 
me  a  civil  and  respectful  guardian;  and  I  entreat 
you  to  forbear  him  while  he  speaks  the  purpose  for 
which  he  has  brought  me  hither." 

"To  speak  of  compulsion  and  the  Lady  de  Berkely 
in  the  same  breath,  would  itself  be  cause  enough  for 
instant  death,"  said  the  Governor  of  Douglas  Castle ; 
"  but  you  command,  lady,  and  I  spare  his  insignifi- 
cant life,  although  I  have  causes  of  complaint  against 
him,  the  least  of^  which  were  good  warrant,  had  he  a 
thousand  lives,  for  the  forfeiture  of  them  all." 

"John  de  Walton."  replied  Turnbull, /*  this  lady 
well  knows  that  no  fear  of  thee  operates  in  my  mind 
to  render  this  a  peaceful  meeting;  and  were  I  not 
withheld  bv  other  circumstances  of  great  considera- 
tion to  the  Douglas,  as  well  as  thyself,  I  should  have 
no  more  fear  in  facing  the  utmost  thou  couldst  do, 
than  I  have  now  in  levelling  that  saplmgto  the  earth 
it  grows  upon.'* 

So  saying,  Michael  Turnbull  raised  his  battle-axe, 
and  struck  ffom  a  neighbouring  oak-tree  a  branch, 
well  nigh  as  thick  as  a  man's  arm,  which  {ynih  all  its 
twigs  and  leaves)  rushed  to  the  ground  between  De 
Walton  and  the  Scotchman,  giving  a  singular  in- 
stance of  the  keenness  of  his  weapon,  and  the  strength 
and  dexterity  with  which  he  used  it. 

"  Let  there  be  truce,  then,  between  us,  good  fel- 
low," said  Sir  John  de  Walton,  "  since  it  is  the  lady's 
pleasure  that  such  should  be  the  case,  and  let  me 
know  what  thou  hast  to  sav  to  me  respecting  herV 

"  On  that  subject,"  said  Turnbull,  "  my  words  are 
few,  but  mark  them.  Sir  Englishman.  The  Lady 
Augusta  Berkely,  wandering  in  this  country,  has  be- 
come a  prisoner  of  the  noble  Lord  Douglas,  the 
rightful  inheritor  of  the  castle  and  lordship,  and  he 
finds  himself  obliged  to  attach  to  the  liberty  of  this 
ladv  the  following  conditions,  being  in  all  respects 
such  as  cood  and  lawful  warfare  entitles  a  knight  to 
exact.  'That  is  to  say,  in  all  honour  and  safetythe 
Lady  Augusta  shall  be  delivered  to  Sir  John  de  Wal- 
ton, or  those  whom  he  shall  name  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  her.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Castle  of 
Douglas  itself,  together  with  all  out-posts  or  garri- 
sons thereunto  heiont^np,  shall  be  made  over  and 
surrendered  by  Sir  John  de  Walton,  in  the  same  situ- 
ation, and  containing  the  same  provisions  and  artii- 
ler>',  as  are  now  within  their  walls ;  and  the  space  of 
a  month  of  truce  shall  be  permitted  to  Sn-  James 
Douglas  and  Sir  John  de  Walton  farther  to  regulate 
the  terms  of  surrender  on  both  parts,  having  first 
plighted  their  knichtly  word  and  oath,  that  m  the 
exchange  of  the  honourable  lady  for  the  fbresaki 
cssile,  lies  the  full  import  of  the  present  agreement, 
and  that  every  other  subiect  of  dispute  shall,  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  noble  knights  foresaid,  be  honourably 
compounded  and  agreed  betwixt  them :  or,  at  thar 
pleasure,  settled  knightly  by  single  combat,  acoora- 
mg  to  usage,  and  in  a  fair  field,  before  any  honourable 
person,  that  may  possofis  power  enough  lo  pfeside." 

It  is  not  easy  to  conceive  the  astomshmenl  of  Sir 
John  de  Walton  at  bra  ring  the  contents  of  this  ez 
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tnordtnarjr  cartel ;  fie  looked  towards  the  Lady  of 
Berkely  with  that  aspect  of  despair  with  which  a 
criminal  may  be  supposed  to  see  his  gaardian  angel 

{>repare  for  departure.  Through  her  mind  also  simi- 
ar  ideas  flowed,  as  if  they  contained  a  concession  of 
what  she  had  considered  as  the  summit  of  her 
wishes,  but  under  conditions  disfipraceful  to  her  lover, 
like  ^tbe  cherub's  fiery  sword  of  yore,  which  was  a 
barner  between  our  first  parents  and  the  blessings  of 
Paradise.  Sir  John  de  vValton,  after  a  moment's 
hesitation,  broke  silence  in  ihese  words  :— 

*\  Noble  lady,  you  may  be  surprised  if  a  condition 
be  imposed  upon  me.  bavins  for  its  object  yoar  free- 
dom ;  and  if  Sir  John  de  Walton,  already  standing 
under  those  obligations  to  you,  which  he  is  proud  of 
acknowledging,  should  yet  hesitate  on  accepting, 
with  the  utmost  eagerness^  what  must  ensure  your 
restoration  to  freedom  and  independence :  but  so  it  is, 
that  the  words  now  spoken  have  Uirillea  in  mine  ear 
without  reaching  to  my  understanding,  and  I  must 
pray  the  Lady  of  Berkely  for  pardon  if  I  take  time  to 
reconsider  them  for  a  short  space." 

"And  I,"  replied  Turnbulf,  "have  only  power  to 
allow  you  half  an  hour  for  the  considerauon  of  an 
offer,  in  acceptin|p  which,  methinks,  you  should  jump 
shoulder-height,  instead  of  asking  any  time  for  re- 
flection. What  does  this  cartel  exact,  save  what 
your  duty  as  a  knight  implicitly  obliges  you  to  7  You 
have  engaged  yourself  to  become  the  ogent  of  the 
tyrant  Edward,  in  holdin;;  Douglas  Castle,  as  his 
commander,  to  the  pr^udice  of  the  Scottish  nation, 
and  of  the  Knight  of  Dou;sl&8  Dale,  who  never,  as  a 
community  or  as  an  individual,  were  guilty  of  the 
least  injury  towards  you ;  you  are  therefore  prosecut- 
ing a  false  path,  unworthy  of  a  good  knight.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  freedom  and  safety  of  your  lady  is 
now  proposed  to  be  pledged  to  you,  with  a  full  assu- 
rance of  her  liberty  and  .honour,  on  consideration  of 
your  withdrawing  from  the  unjust  line  of  conduct,  in 
which  you  have  suffered  yourself  to  be  impradently 
engaged.  If  you  persevere  in  it,  you  place  your  own 
honour,  and  the  lad/s  happiness,,  in  the  nands  of 
men  whom  you  have  done  every  thing  in  your  power 
to  render  desperate,  and  whom,  thus  irritatod,  it  is 
most  probable  you  may  find  such." 

"It  is  not  from  thee  at  least,"  said  the  knkht, 
"  that  I  shall  learn  to  estimate  the  manner  in  which 
Douglas  will  explain  the  laws  of  war,  or  De  Walton 
receive  them  at  his  dictating." 
./*  I  am  not,  then."  said  Tumbull,  "  received  as  a 
friendly  messenger  1  Farewell,  and  think  of  this  lady 
as  being  in  any  hands  but  those  which  are  safis,  while 
you  make  up  at  leisure  your  mind  upon  the  message  I 
nave  brou;gnt  you.  Come,  madam,  we  muse  be  gone." 

So  saying,  he  seized  upon  the  lady's  hand,  and 
pulled  her,  as  if  to  force  her  to  withdraw.  The  lady 
jiad  stood  motionless,  and  almost  senseless,  while 
these  speeches  wore  exchanged  between  the  war- 
riors; but  when  she  felt  the  grasp  of  Michael  Turn- 
bull,  she  exclaimed,  like  one  almost  beside  herself 
with  fear—"  Help  me,  De  Walton !" 

The  kni/3^ht,  stung  to  instant  rage,  assaulted  the 
forester  with  the  utmost  fury,  and  dealt  him  with  his 
long  sword,  almost  at  unawares,  two  or  three  heav 
blows,  by  which  he  was  so  wounded  that  he  sunL 
back wards  in  the  thicket,  and  De  Walton  was  about 
to  despatch  him,  when  he  was  prevented  by  the 
anxious  cry  of  the  lady—"  Alas !  De  Walton,  what 
have  you  done?  This  man  was  only  an  ambassa- 
dor, and  should  have  passed  free  from  injury,  while 
he  confined  himself  to  the  delivery  of  what  he  was 
charged  with ;  and  if  thou  hast  slain  him,  who  knows 
how  frightful  may  prove  the  vengeance  exacted  1" 

The  voice  of  the  lady  seemed  to  recover  the  bunts- 
Tnan  from  the  effects  of  the  blows  he  had  received ; 
he  sprung  on  bis  feet,  saying— "Never  mind  me,  nor 
tliink  of  my  becoming  the  means  of  making  mischief. 
The  knight,  in  his  haste,  spoke  without  giving  me 
warning  and  defiance,  which  gave  him  an  advantage 
which,  I  think,  he  would  otherwise  have  scorned  to 
have  taken  in  such  a  case.  I  will  renew  the  combat 
on  fairer  terms,  or  call  another  champion,  as  the 
knymt  pleases."    With  these  words  he  disappeared. 

'Tear  not,  empress  of  De  Walton's  thoughts," 


answered  the  knight,  "  but  beHeve,  that  if  we  legni 
together  the  shelter  of  Douglas  Castle,  and  thenfe- 
guard  of  Saint  George's  Cross,  thou  mayst  langb  it 
all.  And  if  you  can  out  pardon,  what  I  shall  never 
be  able  to  forgive  myself;  the  mole-like*  blindiMf 
which  did  not  recognise  the  sun  while  under  a  teoi- 
porary  eclipse,  the  task  cannot  be  named  too  hud 
I'or  mortal  valour  to  achieve  which  I  shall  not  wi> 
lingly  undertake,  to  wipe  out  the  memoiy  of  Dy 
grievous fault."  „     .,  .    ,  ,     «.  . 

"  Mention  it  no  more,"  said  the  lady ;  '^  it  iiiiol «: 
such  a  time  as  this,  when  our  lives  are  for  the  moioeDt 
at  stake,  that  quarrels  upon  slighter  topics  are  lobi 
recurred  to.  I  can  tell  you,  if  you  do  not  yet  know, 
that  the  Scots  are  in  arms  in  this  vicinity,  andtbt 
even  the  earth  has  yawned  to  conceal  them  from  tu 
sight  of  your  garrison."  .  .  .  .  _. 
^'Let  It  yawn,  then,"  said  Sir  John  de  Watam, 
"  and  suffer  every  fiend  in  ttie  infernal  abyss  to  esops 
from  his  prison-house  and  reinforce  our  enemni- 
stUl,  fairest,  ha^ng  received  in  thee  a  peari  of  marai- 
less  price,  my  spurs  shall  be  hacked  from  my  beeii 
by  the  basest  scullion,  if  I  turn  mv  horse's  head  to 
the  rear  before  the  utmost  force  these  niffiani  on 
assemble,  either  upon  earth  or  from  underneath  0. 
In  thy  name  I  defy  them  all  to  instant  combat 

As  Sir  John  de  Walton  pronounced  theae  lut 
words,  in  something  of  an  exalted  tone,  a  tall  on- 
lier,  arrayed  in  black  armour  of  the  simplest  fomi, 
stepped  forth  from  that  part  of  the  thicket  www 
TurnbuU  had  disappeared.  "  I  am,"  he  said.  'Jiom 
of  Douglas,  and  your  challenge  is,  accepted.  Iitbt 
challenge,  name  the  amis  our  knightly  weuooiii 
we  now  wear  them,  and  our  place  of  combat  tba 
field  or  dingle  called  the  Bloody  Sykes,  the  Qww- 
ing  instant,  and  the  combatants,  like  tne  safi^ 
foregoing  each  advantage  on  either  side."* 

"  So  be  it,  in  God's  name,"  said  the  Eagiiaii  am 
who,  though  surprised  at  being  called  qMu  to  m 
sudden  an  encounter  with  so  formklablei  wainoru 


young  Douglas,  was  too  proud  to  dreamdvaBm 
the  combat.  Making  a  sign  to  the  lady  to  vfs^fi^ 
hind  him,  that  he  might  not  lose  tlie  advaniagewaiai 
he  had  gained  by  setting  her  at  liberty  from  the  b- 
rester,  he  drew  his  sword,  and  with  a  ifelibaite  sm 
prepared  attitude  of  o^nce,  moved  slowly  to  m 
encounter.  It  was  a  dreadful  one,  for  the  eoanf 
and  skill  both  of  .the  native  Lord  of  Douglu  m 
and  of  Do  Walton,  were  among  the  most  ww^JJ 
of  the  times,  and  perhaps  the  world  of  chivai^** 
hardly  have  produced  two  knights  more  taiaia 
Their  blows  fell  as  if  urged  by  some  niiglityei«a 

where  "^ ^     -^^ --i-  -....i..— . 

and 

ten  ^ .^., „- 

gained  by  either  combatant  over  the  other.  An  t 
stent  they  stopped  by  mutually  implied  v^V'J^ 
seemed,  for  the  purpose  of  takinjf  breath,  wm 
which  Douglas  said,  ^'  I  beg  that  this  noble  wf  >J|2 
understand,  that  her  own  freedom  is  no  wayooiH 
cemed  in  the  present  contest,  which  entirely  reoiv 
the  injustice  done  by  this  Sir  John  de  Walton,  lao^ 
his  nation  of  England,  to  the  memoiy  of  my  nos, 
and  to  my  own  natural  rights."  ,  .  i  x. 

"  You  are  generous,  Sir  KniRht,"  repliad  the  Wj 
"but  in  what  circumstances  do  you  place  me,  af" 
deprive  me  of  my  protector  by  death  or  capovityi  •» 
leave  me  alone  m  a  foreign  land  T*  ,    »  -. 

"  If  such  should  be  the  event  of  the  combat,  it 
plied  Sir  Jdmes,  "  the  Douglas  hirasel^  Wyi  'g 
safely  restore  thee  to  thy  native  land;  for  W«[£ 
his  swoixl  do  an  injury  for  which  he  was  ^ocAwn 
to  make  amends  with  the  same  weapon ;  anaa  j; 


John  de  Walton  will  make  the  slightest  sdmisg 
that  he  renounces  maintaining  the  present  iw 


*  The  ominmit  nameorBloodmire-Sink  or  8it».  ■>■*!*?£  , 
row  hotlow  on  the  northweat  of  DwifflM  Gistn,  vnm  *"?^ 
is  disuini  about  ths  third  of  a  mile.    Mr.  Haddov  OW**^ 
accordiaf  to  local  tradition,  the  name  wtmprva  lacomup"*'  i 
of  Sir  Janioa  Dourlaa  having  at  thii  >pot  interoeplM  *"f  "^ 
part  of  Uia  gairaoo  of  the  caatle  while  De  Valtoa  wti ««" 
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nfttr,  and  ths  eombat  may  be  guapeiided  mtil  the 
•national  quaml  aeain  brinfls  ub  togiather." 
.  Sir  John  de  Walton  pondered  a  moment  and  the 
lady,  although  she  did  not  apieak,  looked  at  him  with 
eves  wMch  plainly  expressed  how  much  she  wished 
that  he  would  choose  the  less  hszardous  aliernetive. 
But  the  knight's  own  scruples  prevented  his  brining 
the  case  to  so  favourable  an  arbitrement. 

*'  Never  shall  it  be  said  of  Sir  John  de  Walton," 
be  replied,  "  that  he  compromised,  in  the  slightest 
degree,  his  own  honour,  or  that  of  his  country.  This 
battle  may  end  in  my  defeat,  or  rather  death,  and  in 
that  case  my  earthly  prospects  are  closed,  and  I 
resign  to  Douglas,  with  my  last  breath,  the  charge  of 
the  Lady  Augusta,  trusting  that  he  will  defend  her 
with  his  life,  and  find  the  means  of  replacing  her 
with  safety  in  the  halls  of  her  fathers.  But  while  I 
survive,  she  may  have  a  better,  but  will  not  need 
another  protector  than  he  who  is  honoured  by  being 
ber  own  choice ;  nor  will  I  yield  up,  were  it  a  plume 
from  my  helmet,  implying  that  I  have  mahitained  an 
unjust  Quarrei,  either  in  the  cause  of  England,  or  of 
the  fairest  of  her  daughters.  Thus  far  alone  I  will 
eoncede  to  Dodglaa-^an  instant  tmce,  provided  the 
lady  shall  not  be  interrupted  in  her  retreat  to  Eng- 
land, and  the  combat  be  fought  out  upon  another 
day.  The  Castle  and  territory  of  Douglas  is  the 
property  of  Edward  of  England,  the  governor  in  his 
name  is  the  rightful  governor,  and  on  this  point  I  will 
fifiht  while  my  eyelids  are  unclosed." 

^*  Time  flies,"  said  Douglas,  '*  without  waiting  for 
our  resolves ;  nor  is  there  any  part  of  his  motions  of 
such  value,  as  that  which  is  passing  with  every 
breath  of  vital  air  which  we  presently  draw.  Why 
should  we  adjourn  till  to-morrow  that  which  con  be 
as  well  finished  to-day  7  Will  our  swords  be  sharper, 
or  our  arma  stronger  to  wield  them,  than  they  are  ai 
this  moment  1  Douglas  will  do  all  which  kn^ht  can 
do  to  succour  a  lady  in  distress ;  but  he  will  not 
l^jant  to  her  knight  the  slightest  mark  of  deference, 
which  Sir  John  de  WaltoiT  vainly  supposes  himself 
sd>le  to  extort  by  force  of  arms." 

With  these  words,  the  knights  engaged  once  more 
in  mortal  combat,  and  the  lady  felt  uncertain  wheth- 
er she  should  attempt  her  eecnpe  through  the  devious 
E'ls  of  the  wood,  or  abide  the  issue  or  this  obstinate 
t.  It  was  rather  her  desire  to  see  the  fate  of  Sir 
n  de  Walton,  than  any  other  connderation,  which 
induced  her  to  remain,  as  if  fascinated,  upon  the  spot, 
^v^here  one  of  the  fiercest  quarrels  ever  fought  was 
disputed  by  two  of  the  bravest  champions  that  ever 
drew  swortL  At  last  the  lady  attempted  to  put  a 
slop  Co  the  combat  by  appeafing  to  the  bells  which 
began  to  ring  for  the  service  of  the  day,  which  was 
Palm  Sunday. 

"  For  Heaven's  sake,"  she  said—"  for  your  own 
sakes.  and  for  that  of  lady's  love,  and  the  duties  of 
chivalry,  hold  your  hands  only  for  an  hour,  and  take 
chance,  that  where  strength  is  ao  equal,  means  vHll 
'  be  found  of  converdng  the  truce  into  a  solid  peace. 
Think  this  is  Palm  Sunday,  and  will  you  defile  with 
blood  such  a  peculiar  festival  of  Chrisnanity  7  Inter- 
mit your  feud  at  least  so  far  as  to  pass  to  tne  nearest 
church,  bearing  with  you  branches,  not  in  the  osten- 
tatious mode  ctt  earthly  conquerors,  but  as  rendering 
due  homa^  to  the  rules  of  the  blessed  church,  and 
the  institunons  of  our  holy  religion." 

*'  I  was  on  my  road,  fair  lady,  for  that  puipose,  to 
the  holy  church  of  Douglas,"  said  the  Enghshman, 
**  when  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  meet  you  at  this 
lace ;  nor  do  I  object  to  proceed  thither  even  now, 
.jolding  truce  for  an  hour,  and  I  fear  not  to  find  there 
inends  to  whom  I  can  commit  you  with  assurance 
of  safety,  m  case  I  am  unfortunate  in  the  combat 
^vhich  is  now  broken  ofI|  to  be  resumed  after  the  ser- 
vice of  the  day." 

'*  I  also  assent,"  saul  the  Douglas,  '*  to  a  truce  for 
such  short  space ;  nor  do  I  fear  that  there  may  be 
gO€>d  Christians  enough  at  the  church,  who  will  not 
see  their  master  overpowered  by  odds.  Let  us  go 
thither,  and  each  take  the  chance  of  what  Heaven 
shall  please  to  send  us." 

From  these  words.  Sh*  John  de  Walton  little 
doubted  that  Douglas  had  aasared  himself  of  a  party 


I 


among  those  «ho  should  there  asaa^ble;  bm  be 
doubted  not  fl#  so  many  of  the  garrison  being  pre- 
sent as  woidd midle  every  attempt  at  rising :  and  the 
risk,  he  thought,  was  worth  incurring,  since  he  should 
thereby  secure  an  opportunity  to  place  Lady  Auguita 
de  Berkely  in  safety,  at  least  so  far  as  to  make  her 
liberty  depend  on  the  event  of  a  general  conflict,  in- 
stead of  the  precarious  issue  of  a  combat  between 
himself  and  Doa^as. 

Both  these  distinguished  knights  were  inwardly  of 
opinion,  that  the  proposal  of  the  lady,  though  it  re- 
lieved tnem  from  tneir  present  conflict,  by  no  means 
bound  them  to  abstain  from  the  consequences  which 
an  accession  of  force  might  add  to  their  general 
strength,  and  each  relied  upon  his  superiority,  in 
some  degree  provided  for  by  their  previous  proceed- 
ings. Sir  John  de  Walton  made  almost  certain  of 
meeting  with  several  of  his  bands  of  soldiers,  who 
were  scouring  the  country  and  traversing  the  wobds 
by  his  direction ;  and  Douglas,  it  may  be  supposed, 
had  not  ventured  himself  in  person  where  a  pnce  was 
set  upon  his  head,  without  being  attended  by  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  approved  adherents,  placed  m  more 
or  Ims  connexion  with  each  other,  and  stationed  for 
mutual  support.  Each,  therefore,  entertained  well- 
grounded  hopes,  that,  bv  adopting  the  truce  proposed, 
he  would  ensure  himself  an  advanta^  over  his  anta- 
gonist, although  neither  exactly  knew  m  what  manner 
or  to  what  extent  this  success  was  to  be  obtained. 


CHAPTER  XVin. 

Hit  talk  WM  of  ■aoth«r  world-})ia  bodemeota 

Stranfe,  doubtftil,  and  iiirgt«riou« :  tiiose  who  heard  him 

Lbten'o  m  to  a  man  in  feverish  dreamt, 

Who  apeaka  of  other  abjeeta  than  tha  laaaent. 

And  nrattere  lika  to  him  who  aaea  a  visioa.-  OU  Piajf. 

On  the  same  Palm  Sunday  when  De  Walton  and 
Douglas  measured  together  their  mighty  swords,  the 
minstrel  Bertram  was  busied  with  the  ancient  Book 
of  Prophecies,  which  we  have  already  mentioned  as 
the  supposed  composiiion  of  Thomas  the  Rhymer, 
but  not  without  many  anxieties  as  to  the  fate  of  hit 
lady,  and  the  events  which  were  passing  around  him. 
As  a  minstrel,  he  was  desirous  of  an  auditor  to  enter 
into  the  discoveries  which  he  should  make  in  that 
mystic  volume  as  well  as  to  assist  in  passing  away 
the  time:  Sir  John  de  Walton  had  furnished  nimi  in 
Gilbert  Greenleaf  the  archer,  with  one  who  was  well 
contented  to  play  the  listener  "from  morn  to  dewy 
eve,"  provided  a  flask  of  Gascon  wine,  or  a  stoup  of 
good  English  ale,  remained  on  the  board.  It  may  be 
remembered  that  De  Walton,  when  he  dismissed  the 
minstrel  from  the  dung^eon,  was  sensible  that  he  owed 
him  some  c9mpensation  for  the  causeless  suspicion 
which  had  dictated  his  imprisonment,  more  particu- 
larly as  he  was  a  valued  servant,  and  had  shown 
himself  the  faithful  confidant  of  the  Lady  Augusta 
de  Berkely,  and  the  person  who  was  moreover  Ukely 
to  know  all  the  motives  and  circumstances  of ,  her 
Scottish  journey.  To  secure  his  good  wishes  was, 
therefore,  politic  ;  and  De  Walton  bad  intimated  to 
his  faithful  archer  that  he  was  to  lay  aside  all  sus- 
picion of  Bertram,  but  at  the  same  time  keep  him  in 
sight,  and,  if  possible,  in  good  humour  with  the  go- 
vernor of  the  castle,  and  his  adherents.  Greenleaf 
accordingly  had  no  doubt  in  his  own  mind,  that 
the  only  way  to  please  a  minstrel  was  to  listen  with 
patience  and  commendation  to  the  lays  which  he 
liked  best  to  sing,  or  the  tales  which  he  ipost  loved 
to  tell :  and  in  order  to  ensure  the  execution  of  his 
masters  commands,  he  I'udged  it  necessary  to  de- 
mand of  the  butler  such  store  of  good  liquor,  as 
could  not  fail  to  enhance  the  pleasure  of  his  society. 

Having  thus  fortified  himself  with  the  means  of 
bearing  a  long  interview  with  the  minstrel,  Gilbert 
Greenleaf  proposed  to  confer  upon  him  the  bonnty  of 
an  early  breakfast,  which,  if  it  pleased  hicv,  they 
might  wash  down  with  a  cup  of  sack,  and,  having 
his  roaster's  commands  to  show  the  minstrel  any 
thing  about  the  castle  which  he  might  wish  to  aee» 
refresh  their  overwearied  spirits  by  attending  a  part 
of  the  garrison  of  Douglas  to  the  service  of  the  day, 
which,  as  we  have  already  seen,  was  of  peculiar 
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Btn^ty.  AfSKHBi  mXth  a  ptoponl  the  suiuitiel«  a 
K9od  Chrkuan  by  pfofession,  and,  W  hit  ODnDezjon 
with  the  joyous  scieBoe,  a  good  wow,  having  no 
objections  to  ofier,  the  two  comradea,  who  had 
former^  Uttle  good*will  towards  eaoh  other.  €om- 
menoea  their  morning's  repast  on  that  fated  Palm 
Sunday,  with  all  manner  of  cbrdiality  and  good  fel- 
lowship* 

"Do  not  believe,  worthy  minstrel,"  said  the 
Q^her,  "thai  my  maflter  in  any  respect  disparages 
your  wor(h  or  rank  in  referring  you  for  company  or 
coi^versation  to  so  poor  a  man  as  myself.  It  is  true, 
I  am  no  oi£cer  of  this  garrison ;  yet  mr  an  old  archer, 
who,  for  these  thirty  "years,  has  lived  by  bow  and 
bowstring,  I  do  not  (Our  Lady  make  me  thankful  I) 
hold  less  share  in  the  grace  of  Sir  John  de  Walton, 
the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  and  other  approved' good  sol- 
diers, than  many  of  those  giddy  young  men  on  whom 
commissions  are  conferreoTand  to  whom  confidences 
are  intrusted,  not  on  account  of  what  they  have  don& 
but  what  their  ancestors  have  done  before  them.  I 
pray  you  to  notice  among  them  one  youth  placed  at 
our  head  in  De  Walton's  absence,  and  who  bears  the 
honoured  name  of  Aymer  de  Valence,  bev^  the 
same  with  that  of  die  Earl  of  Pembroke,  of  whom  I 
have  spoken ;  this  knight  has  also  a  brisk  young 
pa^^  whom  men  call  Fabian  Harbothel." 

*is  it  to  these  gentlemen  that  your  censure  ap- 
plies?'' answered  the  minstrel;  "I  should  have 
jtidged  dififerently,  having  never,  in  the  course  of  my 
experience,  seen  a  yomig  man  more  courteous  and 
amiable  than  the  young  knight  you  named." 

"I  nothing  dispute  that  it  may  be  so,"  said  the 
archer>  hastening  to  amend  the  false  step  which  he 
had  made;  "but  in  order  that  it  should  be  so,  it  will 
be  necessary  that  he  conform  to  the  usages  of  his 
uncle,  taking  the  ad  vice  of  experienced  old  soldiers 
in  the  emergencies  whicn  may  present  themselves ; 
ana  not  believins,  that  the  knowledge  which  it  takes 
many  years  of  observation  to  acquire,  can  be  at  once 
conferred  by  the  slap  of  the  fiat  of  a  sword,  and  the 
magic  words.  '  JJise  up.  Sir  Arthur'— or  however  the 
case  itiay  be. 
"  "  Doubt  not,  Sir  Archer,"  replied  Bertram,  "  that 
.  1  am  fully  aware  of  the  advaniage  to  be  derived  from 
conversing  with  men  of  experience  like  you :  it  bene- 
fileth  men  of  every  persuasion,  and  I  myself  am  oft 
reduced  to  lament  my  want  or  sufficient  knowledge 
of  armorial  bearings,  signs,  and  cognizances,  and 
Would  right  fain  have  thy  assistance,  where  I  am  a 
Btmhger  alike  to  the  names  of  places,  of  persons, 
and  description  of  banners  and  emblems  by  which 
great  families  are  distinguished  from  each  other,  so 
absolutely  necessary  to  the  accomplishment  of  my 
present  task." 

"Pennons  and  banners,"  answered  the  archer, 
•*1  have  seen  right  many,  and  can  assign,  as  is  a  sol- 
dier's wont,  the  name  of  the  leader  to  the  emblem 
under  which  he  musters  his  followers  ;  nevertheless, 
worthy  minstrel,  I  cannot  presume  to  understand 
what  you  call  prophecies,  with  or  under  warranted 
authonty  of  old  painted  books,  expositions  of  dreatps, 
oracles,  revelanons,  invocations  of  damned  spirits, 
jtrdicials,  astrologicals,  and  other  gross  and  palpable 
ofTences,  whereby  men.  pretending  to  have  the  as- 
sistance of  the  devil,  do  impose  upon  the  commpn 
people,  in  spite  of  the  warnings  of  the  Privy  Council ; 
not,  however,  that  1  suspect  you,  worthy  minstrel,  of 
busying  yourself  with  these  attempts,  to  explain  fu- 
turity, which  are  dangerous  attempts,  and  may  be 
trtdy'said  to  be  penal,  and  part  of  treason." 

"There  is  something  in  what  you  say,"  replied  the 
minstrel ;  "  yet  it  applieth  not  to  books  and  manu- 
scripts such  as  I  have  been  consulting;  part  of  which 
things  therein  written  having  already  come  to  pass, 
'  aathorhe  us  surely  to  expect  the  completion  of  the 
rest;  nor  would  I  have  much  difficulty  in  showing 
you  from  this  volume,  that  enough  has  been  already 
■proved  tme^  to  entitle  ns  to  look  with  certainty  to 
the  accomplishment  of  that  which  remains." 

"I  should  be  glad  to  hear  that,"  answered  the 
krcber,  who  entertained  little  more  than  a  soldier's 
behM"  respecting  prophecies  and  auguries,  but  yet 
-eared  not  bluntly  */^  contradict  the  minstrel  upon 


eaoh  nibjectii  •■  ke  had  been  ifnlneMd  by  fiir  Me 
de  Walton  to  comply  widi  hie  humour.  Acoonlioily 
the  minstrel  began  to  recite  verses,  which,  ia  our 
time,  the  ablest  iateipreter  couhi  not  make  mm 
out  of. 

"  When  tfa«  cock  a»w«,  ketp  w«n  h\»  oomh, 

For  the  fux  aod  the  fulmvt  tber  •n  fUs*  both. 

Whdn  tho  raven  and  the  rook  have  rounded  loiethet; 

And  tiM  kid  in  his  diff  shall  aeeord  to  the  wne, 
.  ThtNi  ahall  they  be  bold,  and  eoon  to  battle  theiwAar. 


Then  the  birda  of  the  raven  run  tud  ^ma, 

._ J  ...    .... *r  .-.i--__  valoupiofoa 

r  spoil 
And  the  Abbeys  be  burnt  truly  that 


And  the  loal  men  of  Lothian  are  loapifl 


tharboiw: 


iVvesd; 


OMOC 

Then  shall  the  poor  people  be  spoiled  ftll  o 

And  the  Abbeys  be  burnt  truly  that  sund  vpoo  1 

Tliey  shall  bum  and  stay,  and  great  nif  oialn; 

There  shall  no  poor  man  who  say  whose  man  he  is : 

Then  shall  the  land  be  lawless,  for  love  Uicre  is  nose. 

Then  lUset  shall  have  foot  flitly  five  year* ; 

Then  truth  rarely  shall  be  tint,  and  naoe  iImB  Uppai  H 

ottier; 
Tlie  one  oousing  sImII  not  tniat  the  other, 
Not  the  son  the  (hther,  nor  tBAther  Uie  son ; 
for  to  have  his  goods  he  woeVhave  hin  hanged.*' 

4c.  *c.  *«. 

The  archer  listened  to  these  mystic  progaoilh 
cations,  which  were  not  the  less  weaiiaome  dm 
they  were,  in  a  considerable  degree,  0RintelIiipb]e;it 
the  same  time  subduing  his  Hotspur-like  dupoaiBn 
to  tire  of  the  recitation,  yeiat  brief  in  tervalscotnibn* 


proceeded  with  his  explanation  of  the  dabious  lod 
imperfect  vaticinations  of  which  we  have  giveo  t 
sumcient  ^;>ecimen. 

"  Could  you  wish."  said  he  to  Greenlea^  "i  dw; 
exact  description  of  the  miseries  which  have  puHd 
over  Scotland  in  these  latter  days  1  Haveaoi  Itoe 
the  raveu  and  rook,  the  fox  and  the  fiilDVi,  ei- 
plained ;  either  because  the  nature  of  the  buv  cr 
beasts  bear  an  individual  resemblance  to  thoNotv 
knights  who  display  them  on  their  banners,  or  om^ 
wise  are  bodied  forth  by  actual  blazoiur  ^  ^ 
shields,  and  come  openly  into  the  field  ^^^ 
and  destroy?  Is  not  the  total  disunioaoftbeltBa 
plainly  indicated  by  these  worda,  that  coM»eiio»« 
blood  shall  be  broken  asunder,  that  kinwMn  "^ 
not  trust  each  other,  and  that  tlie  fotherimwBi 
instead  of  putting  faith  in  their  natural  codm»b. 
shall  seek  each  other's  life,  in  order  to  eow  w»; 
heritance  ?  The  leal  mm  of  Lothian  are  distincw 
mentioned  as  taking  arms,  and  there  is  plaiulf  uv 
sion  to  the  other  events  of  these  late  Scottish  tiouWJ 
The  death  of  this  last  William  is  obscurely  munuw 
under  the  type  of  a  hound,  which  was  that  9* 
lord^s  occasional  cognizance. 

'  The  hound  tliat  was  banned  then  nusded  shiH  bt, 
Who  loved  him  worst  shall  weep  for  his  wntf^i 
Yet  shall  a  whelp  rise  of  the  samA  lare, 
That  rudely  shall  roar,  and  jule  the  whole  north, 
And  quit  the  whole  quarrel  of  old  daeds  don^ 
rtiouah  he  (twn  hia  hold  ba  kept  backe  whilsi 
True  Thomas  told  mc  in  this  a  troublesome  tine, 
In  a  harvest  morning  at  Eldoon  hiU*.' 
"  This  hath  a  meaning.  Sir  Archer,"  conMod 
the  minstrel,  "and  which  flies  as  direcdy  to  itiWg 
as  one  of  your  o,wn  arrows,  although  there  roajw 
some  want  of  wisdom  m  making  tne  direct  expuctj 
tion.    Being,  however,  upon  assurance  with  yf^} 
do  not  hesitate  to  tell  you,  that  in  my  opmioa  iw 
lion's  whelp  that  waits  its  time,  means  this  aw 
celebrated  Scottish  prince,  Robert  the  Bnioe,  wja 
though  repeatedly  defeated,  has  stiU.  while  baniw 
unth  bloodhounds^  and  surrounded  by  eneirues « 
every  sort,  maintained  his  nretensions  to  the  ciown 
of  ScoUand,  in  despite  of  King  Edward,  now  rap- 
ing." 

^Minstrel,"  answered  the  soldier,  "yon.«5^ 
guest^  and  we  have  sat  down  together  as  ine«»  w 
this  simple  meal  in  good  oomradeshb.  1  ni"*^.  n. 
thee,  however,  though  I  am  loath  to  disturb  ooi^ 
mony,  that  thou  art  the  first  who  has  adveatuiw  w 

rk  a  word  before  Gilbert  Gfeenleaf  m.favoBT « 
outlawed  traitor,  Robert  Bruce,  whohw&yw 
seditions  so  long  disturbed  the  peace  of  thisrw 
Take  ray  advice,  and  be  silent  on  this  ^^'^ 
believe  me,  the  sword  of  a  true  English  arcMi  •» 
spring  from  its  scabbard  without  consent « '^  JJ"! 
ter,  sEould  it  hear  aught  said  to  the  dJ4>v<B^°^ 


I 
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of  bonny  St  Oeonn  and  hia  raddy  cross;  nor  shall 
106  authority  of  Thomas  the  Rymen  or  any  other 
prophet  in  Scotland,  England,  or  Wales,  be  con- 
sidered as  an  apology  for  such  unbecoming  predic- 
Uons." 

"I  were  loath  to  give  oflfence  at  any  time,"  said 
the  minstrel,  "  much  more  to  provoke  you  to  anger, 
when  I  am  in  the  very  act  of  experiencing  your 
liospuality.  I  trust,  howeveri  you  will  remember 
that  I  do  cot  come  your  uninvited  guest,  and  that  if 
1  speak  u  yo^i  of  future  events,  I  do  so  without  hav- 
ing the  least  intention  to  add  my  endeavour  to  bring 
them  to  pass;  for,  God  knows,  it  is  many  years 
jBince  my  sincere  prayer  has  been  for  peace  and  hap- 
piness to  all  men.  and  particularly  honour  and  hap- 
piness to  the  land  of  Bowmen,  in  which  I  was  bom, 
and  which  I  am  bound  to  remember  in  my  prayers 
oevond  all  other  nadons  in  the  workl." 

"It  is  well  that  you  do  so,"  said  the  archer;  "for 
8o  you  shall  best  maintain  your  bounden  duty  to  the 
fiiir  land  of  your  birth,  which  is  the  richest  that  the 
•un  shines  upon.  Something,  however,  I  would 
know,  if  It  suits  with  your  pleasure  to  tell  me,  and 
that  is,  whether  you  find  any  thing  in  these  rude 
rhymes  appearing  to  affect  the  sa&ty  of  the  Castle 
of  Douglas,  where  we  now  are?— for,  mark  roe,  Sir 
Jiinstrei,  I  have  observed  that  these  mouldering 
parchments,  when  or  by  whomsoever  composed, 
have  so  far  a  certain  coincidence  with  the  truth,  that 
when  such  predictions  whk^h  they  contain  are  spread 
abroad  in  the  country,  and  create  rumours  of  plots, 
conspiracies,  and  bloody  wars,  they  are  very  apt  to 

Suae  the  very  mischances  which  they  would  be 
ought  only  to  predict" 

"It  were  not  very  cautious  in  me,"  said  the  min- 
strel, to  choose  a  prophecy  for  my  theme,  which 
had  reference  to  any  attack  on  this  garrison ;  for  in 
aiuai  case  I  should,  according  to  ^our  ideas,  lay  my- 
eelf  under  suspicion  of  endeavouring  to  forward  what 
no  person  could  more  heartily  pesgret  than  myself." 

'^Take  my  word  for  it,  good  friend,"  said  the  archer, 
"that  it  shall  not  be  thus  with  thee;  for  I  neither 
will  myself  conceive  ill  of  thee,  nor  report  thee  to  Sir 
John  de  Walton  as  meditating  harm  against  him  or 
bis  aanison-;nor,  to  speak  truth,  would  Sir  John  de 
Walton  be  willing  to  believe  any  one  who  dki.  He 
thinks  highly,  and  no  doubt  deservedly,  of  thy  good 


„ 1  betray 

the  least  secret  of  his  mistress." 

**  In  preserving  her  secret,"  said  Bertram,  "  I  only 
dischai^ed  the  duty  of  a  fiiithful  servant,  leaving  it  to 
her  to  judg^how  long  such  a  secret  ought  to  be  pre- 
served ;  for  a  Mhful  servant  ought  to  think  as  little 
of  the  issue  towards  himself  of  the  commission  which 
be  bears,  aa  the  band  of  flock  silk  concerns  itself 
with  the  secret  of  the  letter  which  it  secures.  And, 
touching  your  question— I  have  no  objections,  al- 
though merely  to  satisfy  your  curiosity,  to  unfold  to 
you  that  these  old  propheqes  do  contain  some  inti- 
mations of  wars  befalling  m  Douglas  Dale,  between 
«  hafsard,  or  wild  hawk,  which  I  take  to  be  the 
cognizance  of  Sir  John  de  Walton,  and  the  three 
•tars,  or  martlets,  which  is  the  cognizance  of  the 
Douglaa ;  and  more  particulars  I  could  tell  of  these 
onslaughts,  did  I  know  whereabouts  is  a  place  in 
these  woods  tsrmed  Bloody  Sykes.  the  scene  also,  as 
I  comprehend,  of  slaughter  and  death,  between  the 
followers  of  the  three  stars  and  those  who  hold  the 
part  of  the  Saxon,  or  King  of  England." 

"  Such  a  place,"  replied  Gilbert  Greenleaf;  "  I  have 
heard  often  mentioneid  by  that  name  among  the  na- 
ti'ves  of  these  parts ;  nevertheless  it  is  in  vain  to  seek 
ta  discover  the  precise  spot,  as  these  vrily  Scots  oon- 
I  eeal  from  us  with  care  every  thing  respecting  the 
geography  of  their  country,  aa  it  is  called  by  learned 
men ;  but  we  may  hers  mention  the  Bloody  Sykea, 
Bottomless  Myre^  and  other  places^  as  portentous 
naines,  to  which  their  traditions  attach  some  signi- 
fication of  war  and  slaughter.  If  it  suits  your  wish, 
however,  we  can.  on  our  way  to  the  church,  try  to 
lind  \hls  place  called  Bk>ody  Syke&  which  I  doubt 
aot  wa  ahaU  trace  out  long  before  the  traitors  who 


medttate  an  attack  opoKw  will  &aAmp9meit  aafloHiit 
for  the  attempt 

Accordingly  the  minstrel  and  archer,  the  latter  of 
whom  was  by  this  time  reasonably  well  refreshed 
with  wine,  marched  out  of  the  Castle  of  Dot^las» 
without  waiting  for  others  of  the  garrison,  resolving 
to  seek  the  dingle  bearing  the  ominous  name  of 
Bloody  Sykes,  concerning  which  the  archer  only 
knew  that  by  mere  accident  he  had  heard  of  a  plaua 
bearing  such  a  name,  at  the  hunting-match  made 
under  the  auspices  of  Sir  John  de  Wauon,  and  knew 
that  it  lay  in  the  woods  aomewhere  near  the  town  oC 
Douglas,  and  in  the  vicinage  of  the  castle. 

CHAPTER  XIX. 
Bottpur.  I  oaonot  ehooM ;  ■Dmetimii*  h«  ugHS  sm 
With  tellinff  me  of  the  mold  warp  and  Ihe  ant. 
Of  th«  dreamer  Merlin,  and  hit  proptieciefl ;  I 

And  of  a  draf  on  and  a  finleai  flih, 
A  elipt-wing *d  friffln  and  a  moulten  laveo, 
A  eoaohtnff  lion,  and  a  lainpinr  cat, 
And  Mich  a  deal  of  ikiBble-akamble  BfmT 
As  mata  me  fVom  mr  faith.-ICfiv  Bemrf  IV, 

Thb  conversation  between  the  minstrel  and  the 
ancient  archer  naturally  pursued  a  train  somewhat 
resembling  that  of  Hotspur  and  Glendower.  in  which 
Gilbert  Greenleaf  by  degrees  took  a  larjs^r  share  than 
was  apparently  consistent  with  his  habits  and  educa- 
tion :  out  the  truth  was,  that  as  he  exerted  himself  to 
recall  the  recognizances  of  military  chieftains,  their 
war-cries,  embfema^  and  other  types  by  which  they 
distinguished  themselves  in  battle,  and  might  un- 
doubtedly be  indicated  in  prophetic  rhymes,  he  began 
to  ezpenence  the  pleasure  which  most  men  entertain 
when  they  And  themselves  unexpectedly  possessed  of 
a  faculty  which  the  moment  calls  upon  them  to  em- 
ploy, and  renders  them  inlportant  m  the  possession 
of.  Theminstrers  sound /(ood  sense  was  certainly 
flomewhat  surprised  at  the  mconsistencies  sometimea 
displayed  by  his  companion,  as  be  was  carried  on  by 
the  wdUogness  to  mare  show  of  his  newly  discovered 
fiiculty  on  the  one  hand,  and,  on  the  other,  to  call  to 
mind  the  prejudices  which  he  had  nourished  dunng 
his  whole  life  against  minstrels,  who,  with  the  whole 
train  of  legends  and  fables,  were  the  more  likely  to 
be  false,  as  beins  generally  derived  from  the  *  North 
Conn  trie." 

As  they  strolled  from  one  glade  of  the  forest  to 
another,  the  minstrel  began  to  be  surprised  at  the 
number  of  Scottish  votaries  whom  they  met,  and  who 
seemed  to  be  hastening  to  the  church,  and,  as  it  ap 
peared  by  the  boughs  which  they  earned,  to  assist  in 
the  ceremony  of  the  day.  To  each  of  these  the  archer 
put  a  question  respecting  the  existence  of  a  place 
called  Bloody  Sykes,  and  where  it  was  to  be  found- 
but  all  seemed  either  to  be  ignorant  on  the  subject, 
or  desirous  of  evading  it,  for  which  th^  found  soma 
pretext  in  the  jolly  archer's  manner  of  interrogation, 
which  savoured  a  good  deal  of  the  genial  breakfast. 
The  general  answer  was,  that  they  knew  no  such 
place,  or  had  other  matters  to  attend  to  upon  the 
mom  of  a  holy-tide  than  answering  frivolous  ques- 
tioas.  At  last,  when,  in  one  or  two  instances,  the 
answer  of  the  Scottish  almost  approached  to  sullen- 
ness,  the  minstrel  remarked  it,  observing  that  there 
was  ever  some  mischief  on  foot  when  the  people  of 
this  country  could  not  find  a  crvil  anawer  to  their 
betters,  which  is  usually  so  ready  among  them,  and 
that  they  appeared  to  he  making  a  strong  muster  for 
the  service  of  Palm  Sunday.        ,      „         .       ,    , 

"You  will  doubtless,  Sir  Archer,"  continued  the 
minstrel,  "make  your  report  to  your  knight  accord- 
ingly ;  for  I  promise  you,  that  if  you  do  not,  I.  mysell, 
whose  lady^s  freedom  is  also  coiwerned,  will  feel  U 
my  duty  to  place  before  Sir  John  de  Walton  the  cir- 
cumstances whkjh  make  me  entertain  suspicion  of 
this  extraordinary  confluence  of  Scotush  men,  ana 
the  auriiness  which  haa  repUced  their  wonted  cour 
tesy  of  manners."      ,       ...        , 

•'^Tush,  Sir  Minsii^l,"  replied  the  archer,  displeased 
at  Bertram's  interference,  "  believe  me,  that  armiea 
have  ere  now  depended  on  my  report  to  the  general 
which  has  always  been  perspicuous  and  clear,  accord-r 
ing  to  thi»  du»i««  of  war.  Your  walk,  my  woruiv 
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fHend,  has  been  m  a  Bsparate  department  sach  as 
^airs  of  peace,  old  songs,  prophecies,  ana  the  like, 
m  which  it  is  far  from  my  thous^hts  to  contend  with 
you ;  but  credit  me,  it  will  be  most  for  the  r^utation 
of  both,  that  we  do  not  attempt  to  interfere  with  what 
concerns  each  other." 

"  It  is  far  from  my  wish  to  do  so,"  replied  the  min- 
strel ;  "  but  I  would  wish  that  a  speedy  return  should 
be  made  to  the  castle,  in  order  to  ask  Sir  John  de 
«    Walton's  opitiion  of  that  which  we  have  but  just 
J'  aeen." 

v'  **  To  this,**  replied  Oreenleaf;  **  there  can  be  no  ob- 
jection }  but,  would  you  seek  the  governor  at  the  hour 
which  now  is,  you  will  find  him  rao'st  readily  by  going 
to  the  church  of  Douglas,  to  which  he  regularly  wends 
on  occasions  such  as  the  present,  with  the  principal 
part  of  his  officers,  to  ensure,  by  his  presence,  that 
no  tumult  arise  (of  which  there  is  no  little  dread)  be- 
tween the  English  and  the  Scottish.  Let  us  there- 
lore  hold  to  our  original  intention  of  attending  the 
service  of  the  day,  and  we  shall  rid  ourselves  of  these 
entangled  woods,  and  gain  the  shortest  road  to  the 
Church  of  Douglas." 

"  Let  us  go  then  with  all  despatch,"  said  the  min- 
strel ;  *'  and  with  the  greater  haste,  that  it  appears 
'  to  me  that  something  nas  passed  on  this  very  spot 
this  morning,  which  argues  that  the  Christian  peace 
due  to  the  day  has  not  been  inviolably  observed. 
What  mean  these  drops  of  blood  ?"  alluding  to  those 
which  had  flowed  from  the  wounds  of  Tumbull— 
"Wherefore  is  the  earth  impressed  with  these  deep 
dint^  the  footsteps  of  armed  men  advancing  and  re- 
treating, doubtless,  according  to  the  chances  of  a  fierce 
and  heady  conflict  ?" 

"  Bv  Our  Lady,"  returned  Greenleaf,  "  I  must  own 
that  thou  seest  clear.  What  were  my  eyes  made  of 
when  they  permitted  thee  to  be  the  firet  discoyerer  of 
these  signs  of  conflict  'I  Here  are  feathers  of  a  blue 
t>lume,  which  I  ought  to  remember,  seeing  my  knight 
assumed  it,  or  at  least  permitted  me  to  place  it  in 
his  helmet,  this  morning  in  sign  of  returning  hope, 
from  the  liveliness  of  its  colour.  But  here  it  lies, 
shorn  from  his  bead,  and,  if  I  may  guess,  by  no 
friendly  hand.  Come,  friend,  to  the  church— to  the 
church—and  thou  shall  have  my  example  of  the 
manner  in  which  De  Walton  ought  to  be  supported 
when  in  danger." 

He  led  the  way  through  the  town  of  Douglas, 
entering  at  the  southern  gate,  and  up  the  very  street 
m  which  Sir  Aymerde  Valence  had  charged  the  Phan- 
tom Knight 

We  can  «iw  say  more  ftally  that  the  church  of 
pouglas  had  originally  been  a  stately  Gothic  build- 
ing, whose  towers,  arising  high  above  the  walls  of 
the  town,  bore  witness  to  the  grandeur  of  its  original 
construction.  It  wss  now  partly  ruinous,  ana  the 
small  portion  of  open  space  which  was  retained  for 
public  worahio  was  fitted  up  in  the  family  aisle^  where 
Its  deceased  lords  rested  from  worldly  laboura  and 
the  strife  of  war.  From  the  open  ground  in  the  front 
of  the  building,  their  eye  could  pursue  a  considerable 
part  of  the  course  of  the  river  Douglas,  which  ap- 
proached the  town  from  the  south-west,  bordered  by 
a  line  of  hills  fantastically  divereified  in  their  appear- 
snoe.  and  in  many  places  covered  with  copsewood, 
which  descended  towards  the  valley,  and  formed  a 
part  of  the  tangled  and  intricate  woodland  by  which 
the  town  was  surrounded.  The  river  itself  sweeping 
round  the  west  side  of  the  town,  and  from  thence 
northward,  supplied  that  large  inundation  or  artificial 

Sece  of  water  which  we  have  alraady  mentioned, 
everal  of  the  Scottish  people,  bearing  willow 
branches,  or  those  of  yew,  to  represent  the  palms 
which  were  the  symbol  of  the  day,  seemed  wandering 
m  the  churchyard  as  if  to  attend  the  approach  of 
Sfttue  person  of  peculiar  sanctity,  or  procession  of 
monks  and  friars,  come  to  render  the  homage  due  to 
the  solemnity.  At  the  moment  almost  that  Bertram 
and  his  opmpamon  entered  the  churchyard,  the  Lady 
of  Berkely,  who  was  in  the  act  of  following  Sir  John 
de  Walton  into  the  church,  af\«^r  having  witnessed 
lus  conflict  with  the  young  Knight  of  Douglas, 
caught  a  glimpse  of  her  faithful  minstrel,  and  in- 
stantly determined  to  regain  the  company  of  that 


old  servant  of  her  bouse  and  confidant  of  her  te^ 
tunes,  and  trust  to  the  chance  afterwards  of  bc8i| 
rejoined  by  Sir  John  de  Walton,  with  a  aaffideal 
party  to  provide  for  her  safety,  which  she  ini»!» 
spect  doubted  it  wouki  be  his  care  to  collect.  Sx 
darted  awa^  accordingly  from  the  path  in  which  Ai 
was  advancing,  and  reached  the  place  where  Bh^ 
tram^  with  his  new  acquaintance  Greenlefl£  wen 
making  some  inquiries  of  the  soldiers  of  the  EogUi 
garrison,  whom  the  servuse  pf  the  day  had  brooght 
there. 

Lady  Augusta  Berkely,  in  the  mean  time,  had  u 
opportunity  to  say  privately  to  her  foithful  attendaat 
and  guide,  "  Take  no  nouoe  of  me,  friend  Bertrin,- 
hot  take  heed,  if  possible,  that  we  be  not  again  lep^ 
rated  from  each  other."  Having  given  him  ths 
hint  she  observed  that  it  was  adopted  br  the  mis* 
strel,  and  that  he  presently  afterwards  looked  roniid 
and  set  his  eve  upon  her.  aa^  muffled  in  her  pilgiini'a 
cloak,  she  slowly  withdrew  to  another  pah  of  the 
cemetery,  and  seemed  to  halt  until,  detaching  hinueif 
from  Oreenleaf;  he  should  find  an  opportimitT  of 
joining  her. 

Nothing,  in  troth,  ooald  have  more  sensibly  iflNt- 
ed  the  faithful  minstrel  than  the  smgular  mode  of 
communication  which  acquainted  him  that  hii  Bni> 
tress  was  safe,  and  at  liberty  to  choose  her  owa  nw- 
tbns,  and  as  he  might  hope;^  disposed  to  exniciti 
herself  from  the  dangere  which  surrounded  her  in 
Scotland,  by  an  immediate  retreat  to  her  own  oooi- 
try  and  domain.  He  would  gladly  have  anrotcM 
and  joined  her,  but  she  took  an  opportunity  by  i  agi 
to  cautu>n  him  against  doing  so,  while  at  the  nm 
time  he  remained  somewhat  apprehensive  of  theeoa* 
sequences  of  bringing  her  under  the  notice  of  his  new 
friend,  Greenleaf  who  might  perhaps  think  it^qNr 
to  busy  himself  so  as  to  gain  some  favour  vim  dw 
knight  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  garriaoo.  1^ 
time  the  oM  archer  continued  his  oonveraMaiu 
Bertram,  while  the  minstrel,  like  many  ^^ 
similarly  situated,  bearrily  wished  thai  fail  ^- 
meaning  companion  had  been  a  hundred  fitnomi 
under  ground,  so  his  evanish  men  t  hadt^eQum 
Ucense  to  join  his  mistress;  but  all  he  had bm 
power  was  to  approach  her  as  near  as  he  oonid,  vn* 
out  creating  any  suspicion. 

"  I  would  pray  you,  worthy  minstrel,'*  said  w* 
lea(  after  looking  carefully  round.  "  that  we  air 
prosecute  together  the  theme  which  wewoea^i*' 
ting  before  we  came  hither;  is  it  not  jour  opiM 
that  the  Scottish  natives  have  fixed  this  very  bm(» 
ing  for  some  of  those  dangerous  attempts  wfaicow 
have  repeatedly  made,  and  which  ar^  so  careM 
guarded  against  by  the  govemora  placed  m  tfaif »  I 
trict  of  Douglas  by  om*  good  King  Edward,  oar  !]#  I 
fill  sovereign  7"  u  '  -l-   1 

"  I  cannot  see,"  replied  the  minstrel,  on  aJJ 
grounds  yon  found  such  an  aporehension,  or  aw 
you  see  here  in  the  churehyard  difierent  fnB  "** 
you  talked  of  as  we  approached  it,  when  yoa  beU  nj 
rather  in  scorn,  for  giving  wray  to  aome  aDSpioMsa 
the  same  kind." 

"  T>o  you  not  aee,"  added  the  archer,  "the aj; 
ben  of  men,  with  strange  faces,  and  in  vanouaji» 
gciisementa.  who  are  thronging  about  these  aaaai| 
ruins,  which  are  usually  so  solitary?  Yonder, .ftt 
example,  sits  a  boy,  v^o  soems  to  shun  obscrram 
and  whose  dress,  I  will  be  sworn,  has  never  b«a 
shaped  in  Scotland."  .     | 

"  And  if  he  is  an  English  pilgrim,"  wylw  jj; 
minstrel,  observing  that  the  archer  pointed  towaw 
the  Lady,  of  Bericely,  "  he  surely  afibrds  less  matter 
of  suspicbn."  „.    , 

''I  know  not  that,"  saki  old  Oreenleaf;  "tef  I 
think  it  will  be  my  duty  to  inform  Sir  John  de  wa- 
ton,  if  I  can  reach  him,  that  there  are  manv  penoM 
here,  who  in  outward  appearance  neither  bfM" 
the  garrison,  nor  to  this  part  (rf*  the  country. 

"Conskier^"  said   Bertran),  "before  y«»."5SJ 
vrith  accusation  a  poor  young  roan,  and  subj^^  , 
to  the  consequences  which  must  necessarily  atw*  { 
upon  suspicions  of  this  natuni  how  nianjr  w^  | 
stances  call  forth  men  peculiarly  to  devouwi  at  as 
period.   Not  only  is  this  the  tims  of  the  — ^ 
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CttCnnce  of  the  feimder  of  the  Christian  reli^n  into 
Jerusalem,  but  the  day  itself  is  called  Dominica  Con- 
fitentinm,  or  the  Sunday  of  Confessors,  and  the 
palm-tree,  or  the  box  and  yew,  which  are  used  as  its 
substitutes,  and  which  are  distributed  to  the  priests, 
are  burnt  solemnly  to  ashes,  and  those  ashes  distri- 
buted among  the  pioua,  by  the  priests,  upon  the  Ash- 
Wednesday  of  the  succeeding  year,  all  which  rites 
and  ceremonies  in  our  country  are  observed,  by  order 
of  tlie  Christian  church ;  nor  ought  you,  gentle 
archer,  nor  can  you  without  a  crime,  ^rsecute  those 
as  nfuilty  of  designs  upon  your  garrison,  who  can 
Mcnbe  their  presence  here  to  their  desire  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  da$[ ;  and  look  ye  at  yon  numerous 
procession  approaching  with  banner  and  crosa  and, 
M  it  appears,  consisting  of  some  churchman  of  rank, 
and  his  attendants ;  let  us  first  inquire  who  he  is,  and 
it  is  probable  we  shall  find  in  his  name  and  rank  suf- 
ficient security  for  the  peaceable  and  orderly  behaviour 
of  those  whom  pietv  has  this  day  assembled  at  the 
church  of  Oouglas.*'^ 

Oreenleaf  accordingly  made  the  inTestigation  re- 
commended by  his  companion,  and  received  informa- 
tion that  the  holy  man  who  headed  the  procession, 
was  no  other  than  the  diocesan  of  the  district, 
the  Bishop  of  Glasgow,  who  had  oome  to  give  his 
countenance  to  the  ritee  with  which  the  day  was  to 
be  sanctified. 

The  prelate  accordingly  entered  the  walls  of  the 
dilapidated  churchyard,  preceded  by  his  cross-bearers, 
and  attended  by  numbers,  with  boughs  of  yew  and 
other  evergreens,  used  on  the  feauvity  instead  of 
palms.  Among  them  the  holy  father  showered  his 
blessing,  accompanied  by  signs  of  the  cross,  which 
were  met  with  devout  exclamations  by  such  of  the 
worshippers  as  crowded  around  him:— "To  thee, 
i^erend  father,  we  apply  for  pardon  for  our  of^ces, 
which  we  humbly  desire  to  confess  to  thee,  in  order 
that  we  may  obtain  pardon  from  heaven." 

In  this  manner  the  congregation  and  the  dignified 
clergyman  met  together,  exchanging  pious  ^rreetings, 
and  seemingly  intent  upon  nothing  but  the  ntes  of  the 
day.  The  acclamations  of  the  congregation  mingled 
with  the  deep  voice  of  the  o£Sciating  priest,  dispens- 
ing the  sacred  ritual ;  the  whole  forming  a  scene 
which,  conducted  with  the  Catholic  skill  and  ceremo- 
liiaL  was  at  once  imposing  and  afiecting. 

The  archer,  on  seeing  the  zeal  with  which  the  peo- 
ple in  the  churchyarcu  as  well  as  a  number  who 
issued  from  the  church,  hastened  proudly  to  salute  the 
bisho])  of  the, diocese,  was  rather  ashamed  of  the 
suspicions  which  he  had  entertained  of  the  sincerity 
of  the  good  man's  purpose  in  coming  hither.  Tak- 
ing advantajje  of  a  fit  of  devotion,  not  perhaps  very 
common  with  old  Qreenleaf,  who  at  this  moment 
thrust  himself  forward  to  share  in  those  spiritual 
advantages  which  the  prelate  was  dispensing.  Ber- 
tram slipped  clear  of  his  English  friend,  and,  gliding 
to  the  side  of  the  Lady  Augusta,  exchanged,  by  the 
pressure  of  the  hand,  a  mutual  congratulation  upon 
slaving  rejoinod  company.  On  a  sign  by  the  minstrel, 
they  withdrew  to  the  inside  of  the  church,  so  as  to 
remain  unobserved  amidst  the  crowd,  in  which  they 
were  favoured  by  the  dark  shadows  or  some  parts  of 
the  building. 

The  body  of  the  church,  broken  as  it  was,  and 
hnng  round  with  the  armorial  trophies  of  the  last 
Lords  of  Douglas,  furnished  rather  the  appearance  of  a 
sacrilegiously  desecrated  ruin,  than  the  inside  of  a  holy 
place;  yet  some  care  appeared  to  have  been  taken  to 
prepnre  it  for  the  service  of  the  div.  At  the  lower 
end  hung  the  great  escutcheon  of  William  Lord  of 
Douglas,  who  had  lately  dierl  a  prisoner  in  England ; 
around  that  escutcheon  were  placed  the  smaller 
shields  of  his  sixteen  ancestors,  and  a  deep  black 
shadow  was  diflused  by  the  whole  mass,  unless 
where  relieved  by  the  glance  of  the  coronets,  or  the 

rimmer  of  bearings  particulariy  gay  in  emblazonry, 
need  not  say  that  in  other  respects  the  interior  of 
the  church  was  much  dismantled,  it  being  the  very 
same  place  in  which  Sir  Aymer  ae  Valence  held  an 
interview  with  the  old  sexton ;  and  who  now,  draw- 
ing into  a  separate  corner  some  of  the  straggling 
parties  whom  he  had  collected,  and  brought  to  the 


chord),  kept  on  the  alert,  and  appeared  ready  for  aa 
attack  -as  well  at  mid-day  as  at  the  witching  hour  of 
midnight.  This  was  the  more  necessary,  as  the  eye 
of  Sir  John  de  Walton  seemed  busied  in  searching 
from  one  place  to  another,  as  if  unable  to  find  the 
object  he  was  in  quest  of,  which  the  reader  will  easily 
understand  to  be  the  Lady  Augusta  de  Berkely,  of 
whom  he  had  lost  sight  in  the  pressure  of  the  multi- 
tude. At  the  eastern  part  of  the  church  was  fitted  up 
a  temporary  altar,  by  the  side  of  which,  arrayed  in 
his  robes,  the  Bishop  of  Glasgow  had  taken  his  plare, 
vrith  such  priests  and  attendants  as  composed  hit 
episcopal  retinue.  His  suite  was  neither  numerous 
nor  richly  attired,  nor  did  his  own  appearance  pre- 
sent a  splendid  specimen  of  the  wealth  and  dignity 
of  the  episcopal  order.  When  he  laid  dovim.  How- 
ever, his  golden  cross,  at  the  stem  command  of  the 
King  of  England,  that  of  simple  wood,  which  he 
assumed  instead  thereof;  did  not  possess  less  author- 
ity, nor  command  less  awe  among  the  clergy  and 
people  of  the  diocese. 

The  various  persons,  natives  of  Scotland,  now  jEath- 
erod  around,  seemed  to  watch  his  motions,  as  those 
of  a  deacenaed  saint,  and  the  English  waited  in  mute 
astonishment,  apprehensive  that  at  some  ontxpectcd 
signal  an  attack  would  be  made  upon  them,  either  by 
the  powers  of  earth  or  heaven,  or  perhaps  oy  both  in 
combination.  The  truth  is,  that  so  great  was  the 
devotion  of  the  Scottish  clergy  of  the  higher  ranks  to 
the  interests  of  the  party  of  Bruce,  that  the  Englis^h 
had  become  iealous  of  permitting  them  to  interfere 
even  with  those  cerenionies  of  the  church  which 
were  placed  under  their  proper  management,  and 
thence  the  presence  of  the  Bishop  of  Glasgow,  officia- 
ting at  a  high  festival  in  the  church  of  Douglas,  was 
a  circumstance  of  rare  occurrence^  and  not  unattend- 
ed both  with  wonder  and  suspicion.  A  council  ol 
the  church,  however,  had  lately  called  the  distin- 
guished prelates  of  Scotland  to  the  discharge  of  their 
duty  on  the  festivity  of  Palm  Sunday,  and  neither 
English  nor  Scottish  saw  the  ceremony  vrith  indif- 
ference. An  unwonted  silence  which  prevailed  in  the 
church,  filled,  as  it  appeared,  with  persons  of  different 
views,  hopes,  wishes,  and  expectations,  resembled 
one  of  those  solemn  pauses  which  oAen  take  place 
before  a  strife  of  the  elements,  and  are  well  under- 
stood to  be  the  foreninners  of  some  dreadful  concus- 
sion of  nature.  All  animals,  according  to  thehr 
various  nature,  express  their  sense  of  the  approaching 
tempest ;  the  cattle,  the  deer,  and  other  mhabitants 
of  the  walks  of  the  forest,  withdraw  to  the  inmost 
recesses  of  their  pastures ;  the  sheep  crowd  into  their 
fold;  and  the  dull  stupor  of  universal  nature,  whether 
animate  or  inanimate,  presages  its  speedily  awaking 
into  general  convulsion  and;  disturbance,  when  the 
lurid  lightning  shall  hiss  at  command  of  the  (iOapason 
of  the  thunder. 

It  was  thus  that,  in  deep  suspense,  those  who  had 
come  to  the  church  in  arms  at  the  summons  of  Doug- 
las, awaited  and  expected  every  moment  a  signal  to 
attack;  while  the  soldiers  of  the  English  garrison, 
aware  of  the  evil  disposition  of  the  natives  towards 
them,  were  reckoning  every  moment  when  the  well- 
known  shout  of  **  Bows  and  bills !"  should /pve  signal 
for  a  general  conflict,  and  both  parties,  gazmg  fiercely 
upon  each  other,  seemed  to  expect  the  fatalonset. 

Notwithstanding  the  tempest,  which  appeared 
every  moment  ready  to  burst,  the  Bishop  of  Glasgow 
proceeded  with  the  utmost  solemnity  to  perform  the 
ceremonies  proper  to  the  day ;  he  paused  from  time 
to  time  to  survey  the  throne,  as  if  to  calculate  whether 
the  turbulent  passions  of  those,  around  him  would  be 
so  long  kept  under  as  to  admit  of  his  duties  being 
brought  to  a  close  in  a  manner  becoming  the  time 
and  place. 

The  prelate  had  just  concluded  the  service,  when  a 
person  advanced  towards  him  vrith  a  solemn  and  . 
mournful  aspect,  and  ashed  if  the  reverend  lather 
could  devote  a  few  moments  to  administer  comfort  to 
a  dying  roan  who  was  lying  wounded  close  by. 

The  churchman  signified  a  ready  acqmesoenre^ 
amidst  a  stillness  which,  when  he  surveyed  t)io 
lowering  brows  of  one  party  at  least  of  those  who 
were  in  the  church,  boded  no  peaceable  terminatifja 
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to  this  fated  day. .  The  father  motioned  to  the  mes- 
aenger  to  show  him  the  way^  and  proceeded  oa  his 
mission,  attended  by  some  of  those  who  were  under- 
stood to  be  followers  of  the  Dou/^las. 

There  was  something  peculiarly  striking  if  not 
sospiciousi  in  the  interview  which  followed.  In  a 
subterranean  vault  was  deposited  the  person  of  a 
large  tall  man.  whose  blood  flowed  copiously  through 
two  or  three  ghastly  wounds,  and  streamea  amongst 
the  trusses  of  straw  on  which  he  lay ;  while  his  Ma- 
tures exhibited  a  mixture  of  sternness  and  ferocity, 
which  seemed,  prompt  to  kindle  into  a  still  more 
savage  expression. 

The  reader  will  probably  conjecture  that  the  person 
in  question  was  no  other  than  Michael  Turnbull,  who, 
veounded  in  the  rencounter  of  the  morning,  had  been 
left  by  some  of  his  friends  upon  the  straw,  which  was 
arranged  for  him  by  way  of  couch,  to  live  or  die  as  he 
best  could.  The  prelate,  on  entering  the  vault,  lost 
no  time  in  callinjg  the  attention  of  the  wounded  man 
to  the  state  of  his  spiritual  affairs,  and  assisting  him 
to  such  comfort  as  the  doctrine  of  the  church  directed 
should  be  administered  to  departing  sinners.  The 
words  exchanged  between  them  were  of  that  grave 
and  severe  cuaracter  which  passes  between  the 
ghostly  father  and  his  pupil,  when  one  world  is  rolU 
mg  away  from  the  view  of  the  sinner,  and  another  .is 
displaying  itself  in  all  its  terrors,  and  thundering  in 
the  ear  of  the  penitent  that  retribution  which  the 
deeds  done  in  the  flesh  must  needs  prepare  him  to 
( xpect  This  is  one  of  the  most  solemn ,  meetings 
which  can  take  place  between  earthly  beings;  and 
the  courageous  character  of  the  Jedwood  forester,  as 
well  as  the  benevolent  and  pious  expression  of  the 
old  churchman,  considerably  enhanced  the  pathos  of 
the  scene. 

"  TurnbulL"  said  the  churchman,  "I  trust  you  will 
believe  me  when  I  say,  that  it  grieves  my  heart  to  see 
thee  brought  to  this  situation  by  wounds  which,  it  is 
mv  duty  to  tell  you.  you  must  consider  mortal." 

Is  the  chase  ended  then  ?"  said  the  Jedwood  man 
with  a  sigh.  "  I  care  not,  good  father,  for  I  think  I 
have  borne  me  as  becomes  a  gallant  quarry,  and  that 
the  old  forest  has  lost  no  credit  by  me,  whether  in 
pursuit,  or  in  bringing  to  bay;  and  even  in  this  last 
matter,  methinks  this  gay  English  knight  would  not 
have  come  off  with  such  advantas[e  had  the  ground 
on  which  we  stood  been  alike  indinerent  to  both,  or 
had  I  been  aware  of  his  onset ;  but  it  will  be  seen,  by 
any  one  who  takes  the  trouble  to  examine,  that  poor 
Hichael  Turnbull's  foot  slipped  twice  in  the  mel^e, 
otherwise  it  had  not  been  his  fate  to  be  lying  here  in 
the  dead-thraw  ;*  while  yonder  southron  would  pro- 
bably have  died  like  a  dog,  upon  this  bloody  straw  in 
his  place." 

The  bishop  replied,  advising  his  penitent  to  turn 
ttom  vindictive  thoughts  respecting  the  death  of 
others^  and  endeavour  to  fix  his  attention  upon  his 
own  departure  from  existence,  which  seemed  shortly 
about  to  take  place. 

*'  Nay,"  replied  the  wo«jnded  man,  "  you,  father, 
undoubtedly  know  best  what  is  fit  for  me  to  do j  yet 
methinks  it  would  not  be  very  well  with  me^  if  I  had 
prolonged  to  this  time  of  day  the  task  of  revising  my 
life,  and  I  am  not  the  man  to  deny  that  mine  has 
been  a  bloody  and  a  desperate  one.  But  you  will 
grant  me  I  never  bore  malice  to  a  brave  enemy  for 
Having  done  me  an  injury,  and  show  me  the  man, 
beinf^  a  Scotchman  born,  and  having  a  natural  love 
for  his  own  country,  who  hath  not,  in  these  times, 
rather  preferred  a  steel  cap  to  a  hat  and  fea- 
ther, or  who  hath  not  been  more  conversant  with 
drawn  blades  than  with  prayer  book ;  and  you  your- 
self know,  father,  whether,  in  our  proceedings  against 
the  English  interest,  we  have  not  uniformly  had  the 
countenance  of  the  sincere  fathers  of  the  Scottish 
Church,  and  whether  we  have  not  been  exhorted  to 
take  arms  and  make  use  of  them  for  the  honour  of 
the  Kinff  of  Scodand,  and  the  defence  of  our  own 

Undoubtedly,"  said  the  prelate,  "such  have  been 
our  exhortations  towards  our  oppressed  countrymen, 
cor  do  I  now  teach  you  a  different  doctrine;  never- 
•  Or  dwtJD  •ffooy. 


theless,  having  now  blood  vound  dm  and  a  dyin^ 
man  before  me,  I  have  need  to  pray  that  I  have  not 
been  misled  from  the  true  path,  and  thus  become  tha 
means  of  misdirecting  others.  May  Heaven  forj^ive 
me  if  I  have  done  so,  since  I  have  only  to  plead  my 
sincere  and  honest  intention  in  excuse  for  the  erro- 
neous counsel  which  I  may  have  given  to  you  and 
others  touching  these  wars.  I  am  conscious  that 
encouraging  you  so  to  stain  your  swords  in  blood,  I 
have  departed  in  some  degree  from  the  character  of 
my  profession,  which  enjoins  that  we  neither  shed 
blood,  nor  are  the  occasion  of  its  being  shed.  Hay- 
Heaven  enable  us  to  obey  our  duties,  and  to  repent 
of  our  errors,  especially  such  as  have  occasioned  the 
death  or  distress  of  our  fellow-creatures  I  And,  above 
all,  may  this  dying  Qbristian  become  aware  of  his 
errors,  and  repent  with  sincerity  of  having  done  to 
others  that  which  he  would  not  wiUingly  have  Buf- 
fered at  their  hand !" 

"For  that  matter,"  answered  TurnbuU,  "*  the  time 
has  never  been  when  I  would  not  exchange  a  blow 
with  the  best  man  who  ever  lived;  and  if  I  wfta  not 
in  constant  practice  of  the  sword,  it  was  because  I 
have  been  brought  up  to  the  use  of  the  Jedwood-ax^ 
which  the  English  call  a  partisan,  and  which  makes 
little  difierence,  I  understand,  from  the  sword  and 
poniard." 

"The  distinction  is  not  great,"  said  the  bishops 
"but  I  fear,  my  friend,  that  Ufe  taken  with  what  jpa 
call  a  Jed  wood-axe,  gives  you  no  privilege  over  aim 
who  commits  the  same  deed,  and  inflicts  the  i 
imury,  with  any  other  weapon." 

^'Nay,  worthy  father,"  said  the  penitent,  "I  i 

own  that  the  eflect  of  the  weapons  is  the  same,  as 
far  as  concerns  the  man  who  suflers ;  but  I  would 
pray  of  you  information-.,  why  a  Jedwood  man  ou^t 
not  to  use.  as  is  the  custom  of  his  country,  a  Jed- 
wood-axe,  being,  as  is  implied  m  the  name^  the  oA 
fensive  weapon  proper  to  his  countiy  T* 

"  The  crime  of  murder,"  said  the  bishoi>,  "conastf 
not  in  the  weapon  with  which  the  crime  is  inficted, 
but  in  the  pain  which  the  murderer  mflicts  190a  ma 
fellow-creature,  and  the  breach  of  good  order  whtdi 
he  introduces  into  heaven's  lovely  and  peaceable  cxea- 
tion ;  and  it  is  by  turning  your  repentance  upon  tids 
crime  that  you  may  fairly  expect  tq  propitiate  Heaven 
for  your  otfcnces,  and  at  the  same  time  to  escape 
the  consequences  which  are  denounced  in  Holy  Writ 
against  those  by  whom  man's  blood  shall  be  shed." 

^'  But,  good  father,"  said  the  wounded  man,  "  yoa 
know  as  well  as  any  one,  thatjn  this  company,  and 
in  this  very  church,  there  are  upon  the  watch  scores 
of  both  Scotchmen  and  Ei^lishmen,  who  come  here 
not  so  much  to  discharge  the  religious  duties  of  the 
day,  as  literally  to  bereave  each  other  of  their  Uvea, 
and  give  a  new  example  of  the  horror  of  those  feuds 
which  the  two  extremities  of  Britain  nourish  against 
each  other.  What  conduct^  then,  is  a  poor  man  like 
me  to  hold  7  Am  I  not  to  raise  this  hand  asainst  the 
English,  which  methinks  I  still  can  make  a  tolec- 
ably  efficient  one— or  am  I.  for  the  first  time  in  my 
life,  to  hear  the  war-cry  when  it  is  raised  and  hold 
back  my  sword  from  the  slaughter?  Methinks  it 
will  be  difficult,  perhaps  altogether  impossible,  fiir 
me  to  do  so :  but  if  such  is  the  pleasure  of  Heaven, 
and  your  advice,  most  revexend  father,  unqoestioa- 
abljr  I  must  do  my  best  to  be  governed  by  your  di- 
rections, as  of  one  who  has  a  right  and  title  to  direct 
us  in  every  dilemma,  or  case,  as  they  term  it,  of 
troubled  conscience." 

"Unquestionably,"  said  the  bishop,  "it  is  my^  daty, 
as  I  have  already  said,  to  sive  no  occasion  this  day 
for  the  shedding  of  blood,  or  the  breach  of  peace; 
and  I  must  charge  you,  as  my  penitent,  that  uikmi 
your  soul's  safety,  you  do  not  mmister  any  occasioa 
to  affray  or  bloodshed,  either  by  maintaining  such  in 
your  own  person^  or  inciting  others  to  the  same ;  for 
by  following  a  diflerent  course  of  advice,  I  am  cer^ 
tain  that  vou,  as  well  as  myself^  would  act  sinfoUy 
and  out  of  character." 

"  So  I  will  endeavour  to  think,  reverend  father," 
answered  the  huntsman;  "nevertheless,  I  hope  it 
will  be  remembered  in  my  favour  that  I  am  the  Arat 
person  bearing  the  surname  of  Turnbull,  together 
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^th  the  nr(«per  mmt  of  the  Prince  of  Arch-angels 
^limself^  who  h98  at  any  time  been  able  to  sustain 
the  alTroDt  occasioned  by  the  presence  of  a  southron 
"with  a  drawn  sword,  and  was  not  thereby  provoked 
10  pluck  forth  htti  own  weapon,  and  to  lay  about 
him." 

"  Take  care,  my  flon."  returned  the  Prelate  of  Glas- 
4|Dw.  "and  observe  that  even  now  thou  art  depart- 
mg  from  those  resolutions  which,  but  a  few  minutes 
sincei  thov  didst  adopt  upon  serious  and  just  eonsi- 
deranon ;  wherefore  do  not  be,  O  my  son !  like  the 
flow  that  has  waUowed  in  the  mirOi  and,  having  been 
washed,  repeats  its  act  of  pollution,  and  becomes 
«gain  yet  fouler  than  it  was  before." 

"  Wen,  reverend  father,"  replied  the  wounded  man, 
*'  ahhough  k  seema  almost  unnatural  for  Scottish 
men  and  BncHsh  to  meet  and  part  without  a  buffet, 
yet  I  will  endeavour  most  faithfuUv  not  to  minister 
any  occasion  of  striOs,  nor,  if  possible,  to  snatch  at 
any  sach  occasion  as  shall  be  ministered  to  me." 

•^  In  doing  so,"  returned  the  bishop,  "  thou  wilt  best 
atone  for  the  injury  which  thou  haat  done  to  the  law 
of  Heaven  upon  rormer  occanons^  and  thou  shalt 

Erevent  the  causes  for  strife  betwixt  thee  and  thy 
rethren  of  the  southern  land,  and  shalt  eschew  the 
temt^tation  towards  that  blood-guiltiness  which  is  so 
rife  in  this  our  day  and  generation.  And  do  not 
think  that  I  am  impqsing^]pon  thee,  by  these  admo- 
ninons,  aduty  more  difficult  tba'n  it  is  in  thy  covenant 
to  bear,  as  a  man  and  as  a  Christian.  I  myself  am 
a  man,  and  a  Scotchman,  and,  as  such,  I  feel  of- 
fended at  the  nnjust  conduct  of  the  English  towards 
our  couativ  and  sovereign ;  and  thinkmg  as  you  do 
yoursell^  I  know  what  you  must  suffer  when  you  are 
obliged  to  submit  to  national  insults,  unretaliated 
and  unrevenged.  But  let  us  not  conceive  ourselves 
the  agents  or  that  retributive  vengeance  which  Hea- 
ven^ has,  in  a  pecuhar  degree,  declared  to  be  its  own 
attribute  Let  us,  while  we  see  and  feel  the  injuries 
.  inflicted  on  our  own  country,  not  forget  that  our  own 
raidfl,  ambuscades,  and  surprisals,  have  been  at  least 
equally  fatal  to  the  Engfish  as  their  attacks  and 
forays  have  been  to  us ;  and,  in  short,  let  the  mutual 
injuries  of  the  crosses  of  Samt  Andrew  and  of  Saint 
George  be  no  longer  considered  as  hostile  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  opposite  district,  at  least  during  the 
festivals  of  religion;  but  as  thev  are  mutually  signs 
of  redemption,  let  them  be,  in  like  manner,  mlima- 
tions  of  mrbearance  and  peace  on  both  sides." 

**I  am  contented,"  answered  Turnbull,  "to  abstain 
from  all  offencei  towards  others,  and  shall  even  en- 
deavour to  keep  myself  from  resenting  those  of  others 
towards  me,  in  the  hope  of  bringing  to  pass  such  a 
quiet  and  flodly  state  of  things  as  your  words, 
reverend  father,  induce  me  to  expect"  Turning  his 
face  to  the  wall,  the  Borderer  lav  in  stem  expectation 
of  approaching  death,  which  the  bishop  left  him  to 
contemplate. 

The  peaceful  disposition  which  the  prelate  had  in- 
flph'ed  into  Michael  Turnbull,  had  in  some  degree  dif- 
rased  itself  among  those  present,  who  heard  with 
awe  the  spiritual  admonitiop  to  suiBpend  the  national 
antipathy,  and  remain  in  truce  and  amity  with  each 
other.  Heaven  had^  however,  decreed  that  the  na- 
tional quarrel,  in  which  so  much  blood  had  been  sa- 
crificed, should  that  day  again  be  the  occasion  of 
deadlv  strife. 

A  food  flourish  of  trumpets,  seeming  to  proceed 
from  beneath  the  earth,  now  rung  throujtn  the  church, 
and  rouaed  the  attention  of  the  soldiers  and  wor- 
ahippeni  then  assembled.  Most  of  those  who  hesrd 
these  warlike  sounds  betook  themselves  to  their 
weapons,  as  if  they  considered  it  useless  to  wait  any 
longer  for  the  signal  of  conflict.  Hoarse  voices,  rude 
ezcTamationa,  the  rattle  of  swords  against  their 
aheaths,  or  their  clashing  against  other  pieces  of 
armour,  gave  an  awful  presage  of  an  onset,  which, 
however,  was  for  a  time  averted  by  the  exhortations 
of  the  bishop.  A  second  ftonrish  of  trumpets  having 
taken  place,  the  voice  of  a  herald  made  proclamation 
to  the  following  purpose  ^— 

"  That  whereas  there  ware  many  noble  pnrsnivanta 
of  chivalry  presently  assembled  in  the  Kirk  of  Dou- 
sUs,  and  whereas  there  existed  among  them  the 


usual  causes  of  qoarrd  and  points  of  debate  for  th^ 
advancement  in  chivalry,  therefore  the  Scottish 
knights  were  ready  to  fight  any  number  of  the  Eng- 
lish who  might  be  agreed,  either  upon  the  superior 
beauty  of  (heir  ladies,  or  upon  the  national  quarrel 
m  any  of  its  branches,  or  upon  whatsoever  p<xat 
might  be  at  issue  between  them,  which  should  be 
deemed  satisfactory  ground  of  quarrel  by  both ;  and 
the  knights  who  should  chance  to  be  worsted  in  such 
dispute  should  renounce  the  prosecution  thereof  or  the 
bearing  arms  therein  thereafter,  with  such  other  con- 
ditions  to  ensue  upon  their  defeat  as  might  be  an^ed 
upon  by  a  council  of  the  knights  present  at  the  JlCiik 
of  Douglas  aforesaid.  But  fotemoet  of  all,  any  num- 
ber of  Scottish  knights.  ih)m  one  to  twenty,  will  de- 
fend the  ouarrel  which  has  already  drawn  bloocL 
touchmg  the  freedom  of  Lady  Augusta  de  Beikely, 
and  the  rendition  of  Douglas  Castle  to  the  owner 
here  present.  Wherefore  it  is  required  that  the  Eng- 
lish knights  do  intimate  their  consent  that  such  tnal 
of  valour  take  place,  which,  according  to  the  rules  of 
chivalry,  they  cannot  refuse^  without  losing  utterly 
the  reputation  of  valour,  and  incurring  the  diminution 
of  such  other  degree  of  estimation  as  a  couragcoua 

Eursuivant  of  arms  would  willingly  be  held  in,  both 
y  the  good  knights  of  his  own  country,  and  those  of 
others." 

This  unexpected  gage  of  battle  Kalized  .the  worst 
fears  of  those  who  had  looked  with  suspicion  on  the 
extraordinary  assemblage  this  day  of  the  dependant* 
of  the  House  of  Douglas.  After  a  short  pause,  the 
trumpets  again  flourished  lustily,  when  the  repljr  of 
the  English  knights  was  made  in  the  following 
terms  :— 

"That  God  forbid  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Eng- 
land's knightsi  and  the  beauty  of  her  damsels,  shcHud 
not  be  asserted  by  her  children,  or  that  such  Engliah 
knights  as  were  here  assembled,  should  show  the 
least  baokwardnesa  to  accept  the  combat  offered 
whether  grounded  upon  the  superior  beauty  of  their 
ladies,  or  whether  upon  the  causes  of  dispute  betweea 
the  countries,  for  either  or  all  of  which  theknightaof 
England  here  present  were  willing  to  do  battle  in  the 
terms  of  the  indenture  aforesaid,  while  aword  and 
lance  shall  endure^  Saving  and  excepting  the  sur- 
render of  the  Castle  of  Douglas,  which  can  be  ren- 
dered to  no  one  but  England^  s  king,  or  those  acting 
under  hia  orders." 
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Orr  the  wild  wsMiota,  tot  the  6u«uipi«a«  |mm^ 

Do  bnyelj  meh,  and  God  d«r«nd  tiM  rigbt ; 

Upon  Saint  Andrew  thhoe  can  they  thiu  cry. 

And  thrice  they  thout  on  hetf  ht, 

And  then  marked  ttiem  on  the  EDfliebiiieo, 

Ae  1  have  told  you  rifht 

Saint  George  the  brU hL  our  ladie*!  kaifht. 

To  oaino  they  were  nilf  Ikin : 

Our  Enirliihmon  they  cried  on  height, 

And  thrice  they  ihout  again.— OU  BaOad. 

The  extraordinary  crisis  mentioned  in  the  preced- 
ing chapter,  wus  the  cause,  as  may,  be  supposed,  of 
the  leaders  on  both  sides  now  throwing  aside  all  con- 
cealment, and  displaying  their  utmost  strength,  by 
marshalhng  their  resoective  adherents ;  the  renownea 
Knight  of  Douglas,  with  Sir  Malcolm  Fleming  and 
other  distinguished  cavaliers,  were  seen  in  doae  con- 
sultation. 

Sir  John  de  Walton,  startled  by  the  first  floniiah 
of  trumpets,  while  anxiously  endeavouring  to  secure 
a  retreat  for  the  Lady  Augusta,  was  in  a  moment 
seen  collecting  his  followers,  in  which  he  was  assiated 
by  the  active  xricndship  of  the  Knight  of  Valence. 

The  Lady  of  Bcrkely,  showed  no  craven  spuit  at 
these  warlike  preparations ;  she  advanced,  closely 
followed  by  the  faithful  Bertram,  and  a  female  in  a 
riding-hooo,  whose  face,  though  carefully  concealed^ 
was  no  other  than  that  of  the  unfortunate  Maigaret 
de  Hautlieu,  whose  worst  fears  had  been  realized  as 
to  the  faithlessness  of  her  betrothed  knight. 

A  pause  ensued,  which  for  some  time  no  one  pra 
sent  thought  himself  of  authority  sufficent  to  break. 

At  last  the  Knight  of  Douglas  stepped  forward  and 
said,  loudly,  "I  wait  to  know  whether  Sir  John  om 
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^'altcn  requests  leave  of  Ji^mes  of  Doufl^a^  to  era- 
cnate  his  castle  without  ftirther  wastini;^  that  day- 
light whicn  miffht  show  us  to  judge  a  fanr  field,  and 
whether  he  craves  Douglas's  protection  in  doing 
80  7" 

The  Knight  of  Walton  drew  his  sword.  "  I  hold 
the  Castle  of  Douglas,"  he  said,  "in  spite  of  all 
deadly,— and  never  will  I  ask  the  protection  from  anv 
one  which  mv  own  sword  is  competent  to  afford  me ! ' 

**I  stand  Sy  you.  Sir  John,"  said  Aymer  de  Va- 
lence, "  as  your  true  comrade,  against  whatever  odds 

"CouTBMti^  o^ble  Eogbdh/'aiiid  the  voice  of  Oreen- 
fcaf J  "take  yoiii  weaptma,  m  God's  name.  Bows 
and  bills !  bo  we  and  bills  !— A  tiiceisenfcer  brings  us 
notice  thai  Punibrnke  ia  in  taU  niorcli  hither  from  the 
borders  c»f  Ayrshire,  nud  will  he  with  us  in  half  an 
hour.  Ftgbt  on,  Bflllant  English  I  Valence  to  the 
rescue  I  and  him  Mti  to  the  galkjit  Earl  of  Pem- 
broke r' 

Those  English  withm  and  around  the  church  no 
longer  delayed  to  take  arms,  and  de  Walton,  crying 
out  at  the  height  of  his  voice,  "  I  impbre  the  Douglas 
to  look  nearlv  to  the  safety  of  the  ladie&"  fought  his 
way  to  the  church  door;  the  Scottish  finding  them- 
selves unable  to  resist  the  impression  of  terror  which 
a^ted  them  at  the  sight  of  this  renowned  kniffht. 
.seconded  by  his  brother-in-arms,  both  of  whom  had 
been  so  long  th»terror  of  the  district.  In  the  mean 
time,  it  is  possible  that  De  Walton  might  altogether 
have  forced  his  way  out  of  the  church,  had  he  not  been 
met  boldly  bv  the  young  son  of  Thomas  Dickson  of 
.Hazelside,  while  his  father  was  receiving  from  Douglas 
nhe  charge  of  preserving  the  stranger  ladies  from  all 
'harm  from  the  fight,  which,  so  long  suspended,  was 
now  on  the  point  of  taking  place. 

De  Walton  cast  his  eye  upon  the  Lady  Auffusta, 
with  a  desire  of  rushing  to  the  rescue ;  but  was  forced 
to  conclude,  that  he  provided  best  for  her  safety  by 
leaving  her  under  the  protection  of  Douglas's  honour. 

Young  Dickson,  in  the  mean  time,  heaped  blow  on 
blow,  seconding  with  all  his  juvenile  courage  every 
tffoTi  he  could  make,  in  order  to  attain  the  prize  due 
to  the  conqueror  of  the  renowned  De  Walton. 

"  Silly  boy^"  at  length  said  Sir  John,  who  had  for 
some  tune  rorbome  the  stripling,  "take,  then,  thy 
death  from  a  noble  hand,  since  thou  preferrest  that  to 
peace  and  length  of  days." 

"I  care  not,"  said  the  Scottish  youth,  with  his 
dying  breath ;  "  I  have  lived  long  enough,  since  1 
have  kept  you  so  long  in  the  place  where  you  now 
stand." 

And  the  youth  said  truly,  for  as  he  fell  never  again 
to  rise,  the  Douglas  stood  in  his  place,  and  without  a 
word  spoken,  again  engaged  with  De  Walton  in  the 
9  formidable  single  combat,  bv  which  they,  had 


already  been  distinguished,  but  with  even  additional 
fory.  Aymer  de  Valence  drew  up  to  his  friend  De 
^Walton's  left  hand,  and  seemed  but  to  desire  the 
kpolofff  of  one  of  Douglas's  people  attempting  to 
Second  him,  to  join  in  the  fray;  but  as  he  saw  no 
person  who  seemed  disposed  tojgive  him  such  oppor- 
tunity, he  repressed  the  inclination,  and  remained  an 
ui  wQung  spectator.  At  length  it  seemed  as  if  Fleming, 
who  stood  foremost  among  the  Scottish  knights,  was 
desirous  to  measure  his  sword  with  De  Valence. 
Aymer  himself  burning  with  the  desire  of  combat,  at 
last  called  out,  "  Faithless  Knight  of  Boghall !  step 
forth  and  defend  yourself  against  the  imputation  of 
having  ^eaerted  your  lady  love,  and  of  being  a  man- 
twom  disgrace  to  the  rolls  of  chivalry !" 

"  My  answer,"  said  Fleming,  "  even  to  a  less  gross 
taunt,  hann  by  my  side."  In  an  instant  his  sword 
was  in  his  hand,  and  even  the  practised  warriors  who 
*ooked  on  felt  diMculty  in  discovering  the  progress  of 
he  strife,  which  rather  resembled  a  tnunder-storm  in 
a  mountainous  country  than  the  stroke  and  parry  of 
two  swords,  ofiending  on  the  one  side,  and  keepmg 
the  defensive  on  the  other. 

Their  blows  were  exchanged  with  surprising  ra- 
pidity; and  although  the  two  combatants  did  not 
equal  Douglas  and  De  Walton  in  maintaining  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  reserve,  founded  upon  a  respect  which 
'be^  uights  mutually  entertained  for  each  other, 


yet  the  want  of  art  wa6  auMilied  by  a  degree  of  ftn 
which  gave  chance  at  least  an  equal  ihare  m  tbi 
issue. 

Seeing  their  superiors  thus  desperately  engagBi  tin 
partisans,  as  they  were  accustomed,  stood  itiU  on 
either  side,  and  looked  on  with  the  reverence  whick 
they  instinctively  paid  to  their  commanders  tod  lad* 
era  in  arms.  One  or  two  of  the- women  were  in  the 
mean  while  attracted,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
sex,  by  compassion  for  those  who  had  alreadr  ei- 

Eenenced  the  casualties  of  war.    Young  Dickion,  .. 
reathing  his  last  among  the  feet  of  the  oombatanti,*  is 
was  in  some  sort  rescued  from  the  tumult  br  the  * 
Lady  of  Berkely,  in  whom  the  actbn  seemed  len 
strange,  owing  to  the  pilgrim's  dress  which  she  t^ 
retained,  and  who  in.  vain  endeavoured  to  solicit  the 
attention  of  the  boy's  father  to  the  task  in  which  ahi 
was  engaged. 

"  Cumber  yourself  not,  ladv,  about  that  which  ii 
boodess,"  said  old  Dickson,  *'and  distract  not  voor 
own  attention  and  mine  from  preserving  you,  whoa 
it  is  the  Douglas's  wish  to  rescue,  and  whom,  m 
please  Ood  and  Saint  Bride,  I  consider  as  placed  bf 
my  chieftain  under  my  charge.  Believe  ma  dn 
youth's  death  is  in  no  way  forgotten,  though  imibe 
not  the  time  to  remember  it  A  time  will  come  fat 
recollection,  and  an  hour  for  revenge." 

So  said  the  stem  old  man,  revertmg  his  eyes  fioi 
the  bloodv  corpse  which  lay  at  his  feet,  a  modd  of 
beauty  and  strength.  Having  taken  one  more  anzioos 
look,  ne  turned  round,  and  placed  himself  where  he 
could  best  protect  the  Lady  of  Berkely,  not  igiJn 
turning  his  eyes  on  his  son's  body. , 

In  the  interim  the  combat  continued,  without  the 
least  cessation  on  either  side,  and  without  a  decided 
advantu;e.  At  length,  however,  fete  seemed  dispoieil 
to  interfere ;  the  knight  of  Fleming,  pushing  Biena 
forward,  and  brought  by  chance  almost  close  tout 

E arson  of  the  Lady  Margaret  de  HautUeu,  miaaedsi 
low,  and  his  foot  sliding  in  the  blood  of  the  jmac 
victim,  Dickson,  he  fell  before  his  antagonis,  au 
was  in  imminent  danger  of  being  at  his  merc;,««a 
Margaret  de  Hautlieu,  who  inherited  the  aouQlt 
warnor  and,  besides,  was  a  very  strong,  as  vdl  as 
an  undaunted  person,  seeing  a  mace  of  no  giot 
weight  lying  on  the  floor,  where  it  had  been  dropthy 
the  feUen  Dickson,  it,  at  the  same  instant,  caoot 
her  eye,  armed  her  hand,  and  intercepted,  or  straa 
down  the  sword  of  Sir  Aymer  de  Valence,  who  wooU 
otherwise  have  remained  the  roaster  (»  the  day  it 
that  interesting  moment.    Fleming  had  more  to  da 
to  avail  himself  of  an  unexpected  chance  of  recoretr 
than  to  make  a  commentary  upon  the  manner  s 
which  it  had  been  so  sinsularly  brought  about;  be 
instantly  recovered  the  advantage  he  had  lost,  w 
was  able  in  the  ensuing  close  to  trip  up  ihefeetofbii 
antagonist,  who  fell  on  the  pavement,  while  thevoitt 
of  his  conqueror,  if  he  could  properly  do  termed  sodi, 
resounded  through  the  church  with  the  fatal  woidi. 
"  Yield  thee,  Aymer  de  Valence— rescue  or  no  resrae 
—yield  thee !— yield  thee !"  he  added,  as  he  placed 
his  sword  to, the  throat  of  the  fallen  knight,  "not to 
m^bnt  to  tiiis  noble  lady— rescue  or  no  rescue.' . 

With  a  heavy  heart  the  English  knight  perceind 
that  he  had  fairly  lost  so  favourable  an  opi>ortuiutj 
of  acquiring  famc^  and  was  obliged  to  submit  to  bis 
destiny,  or  lie  slam  upon  the  spot  There  was  ouy 
one  consolation,  that  no  battle  vtts  ever  more  bo- 

CTlM  Ml  of  thii  brave  stripliiiff  br  the  band  of  th«  E&dM 
goreroor,  and  Uw  etem  heroifin  of  the  Hither  m  tnrniog  wm 
the  epot  where  he  lay,  "  a  model  of  beauty  and  atieDfth?'  dMt 
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he  nirht  not  be  withdrawn  ttom  the  duty  which  Oouflai  M 
anigned  him  ofproteciinf  the  Lady  of  Berkely,  ezdiM  as  u>»- 
reat  for  boUi.  with  which  it  it  almost  to  be  reffietted  Uiat  hmon 
interferes,  it  was  the  old  roan,  Thomas  Didcson.  not  hw  foo, 
who  fell.  The  stofaa,  "  a  Doof las,  a  Dooflaa,"  harinc  besa  v» 
maturely  raised,  Dickson,  who  was  within  the  church,  UiiakM 
that  his  youDf  Lord  with  his  armed  band  was  at  hand,  drev  bu 
sword,  and  wiUi  only  one  man  to  aMist  him,  opposed  Hni  Bar 
lish.  who  now  rushed  to  the  door  Cut  acroas  the  middto  bv  « 
English  sword,  he  still  eontJaoed  his  opposition,  till  he  ftU  iil»; 
less  at  the  threshold.  Such  is  the  tmditioo.  and  it  is  raopoiisa 
by  a  memorial  of  some  authority-a  tombetone,  still  tote  aeeo 
in  the  churchyard  of  Douglas,  on  which  is  aculptured  a  Afore  or 
Dickson,  supporting  with  his  left  arm  his  protruding  eoiraii^ 
and  misint  his  sword  with  the  other  in  the  altitude  of  eombsU 
-Sou  ^  UU  Rsv.  Ms.  SrawABT  qf  Dnglas. 


tof.SX] 


GA81<LE  DAKOHB0U8. 


Bwrablr  suBUiiudL  beug  tBuned  at  much  by  Mct- 
dentuoy  valoar. 

Ttiib  fite  of  the  protracted  and  desperate  combat 
between  Douglas  and  De  Walton  aid  not  much 
longer  remain  in  suspense ;  indeed,  the  number  of 
eonquests  in  single  combat  achieved  by  the  Douglas 
in  these  wars,  was  so  great,  as  to  make  it  doubtful 
whether  he  was  not.  in  personal  strength  and  skill, 
eren  a  superior  knight  to  Bruce  himseli,  and  he  was 
at  least  acknowledged  nearly  his  equal  in  the  art  of 
war. 

80  however  it  was,  that  when  three  quarters  of  an 
hour  had  passed  in  hard  contest,  Douiglas  and  De 
Walton,  whose  nerves  were  not  actually  of  iron, 
began  to  show  some  signs  that  their  human  bodies 
were  feeling  the  effect  ot  the  dreadful  exertion.  Their 
blows  began  to  be  drawn  more  slowly,  and  were 
parried  with  less  celerity.  Douglas,  seeing  that  the 
combat  must  soon  come  to  an  end,  generously  made 
a  signal,  intimating  to  his  antagonist  to  hold  his  hand 
for  an  instant 
"Brave de  Walton,"  he  said,  "there  is  no  mortal 

Starrel  between  us,  and  you  must  be  sensible  that  in 
is  passage  of  arms,  Doofflaa,  though  he  is  only 
worth  his  sword  and  his  cloak,  has  abstained  from 
taking  a  decisive  advantage  when  the  chance  of  arms 
has  more  than  once  offered  it.  My  father's  house, 
the  broad  domains  around  it,  the  dwelling,  and  the 
graves  of  my  ancestors,  form  a  reasonable  reward 
tor  a  knight  to  fight  for,  and  call  upon  me  in  an  im- 
perative  voice  to  prosecute  the  strile  which  has  such 
an  object,  while  you  are  as  welcome  to  the  noble 
Jady.  in  all  honour  and  safety,  as  if  you  had  received 
her  irom  the  hands  of  King  Edward  himself;  and  I 
give  you  my  word,  that  the  utmost  honours  which 
can  attend  a  prisoner,  and  a  careful  absence  of  every 
thing  like  iinury  or  insult,  shall  attend  De  Walton 
when  he  yields  up  the  castle,  as  well  as  his  sword, 
to  James  of  Douglas." 

**  It  is  the  fate  to  which  I  am  perhaps  doomed," 
replied  Sir  John  de  Walton ;  '^but  never  will  I 
voluntarily  embrace  it,  and  never  shall  it  be  said  that 
my  own  tongue,  saving  in  the  last  extremity,  pro- 
nounced upon  me  the  tatal  sentence  to  smk  the  point 
of  mv  own  sword.  Pembroke  is  upon  the  march 
with  his  whole  army,  to  rescue  the  garrison  of  Dou- 
glas. I  hear  the  tramp  of  his  horsed  feet  even  now } 
and  I  will  maintam  my  sround  while  I  am  within 
reach  of  support ;  nor  do  1  fear  that  the  breath  which 
now  begins  to  fail  will  not  last  long  enough  to 
uphold  the  struggle  till  the  arrival  of  the  expected 
succour.  Come  on,  then,  and  treat  me  not  as  a 
c^hiid,  but  as  one  who,  whether  I  sund  or  fall,  fears 
not  to  encounter  the  utmost  force  of  my  knightly 
antagonist" 

**So  be  it  then,"  said  Douglas,  a  darksome  hue, 
like  the  lurid  colour  of  the  thunder-cloud,  changing 
his  brow  as  he  spoke,  intimating  that  he  meditated 
a  speedy  end  to  the  contest,  when,  just  as  the  noise 
of  norsea'  feet  drew  nigh,  a  Welsh  knight,  known  as 
mich  by  the  diminutive  size  of  his  steed,  his  naked 
Umbs,  and  his  bloodv  spear,  called  out  loudly  to  the 
<x>n(ibatant8  to  hold  their  hands. 

"  Is  Pembroke  near  1"  said  De  Walton. 
**  No  nearer  than  Loudon  Hill,"  said  the  Prestan- 
tin  s  "  but  I  bring  his  commands  to  John  de  Walton." 
'*  I  stand  ready  to  obey  them  tlirough  every  dan- 
cer," answered  die  knight  .  . 

**  Wo  is  me,"  said  the  Welshman,  "that  my  month 
aliould  bring  to  the  ears  of  so  brave  a  man  tidings  so 
tto^weloome!  The  Earl  of  Pembroke  yesterday  re- 
oeived  information  that  the  Gaatle  of  Douglaa  was 
attacked  by  the  son  of  the  deceased  Earl^  and  the 
Mfhole  inhaoitants  of  the  district  Pembroke,  on 
hearing  this,  resolved  to  march  to  your  support, 
nobleknkht;  with  all  the  foroes  he  had  at  his  dis- 
poaaL  He  did  so,  and  accordingly  entertained  every 
aaaurance  of  relieving  the  castle,  when  unexpectedly 
he  met,  on  Loudon  uiil,  a  body  of  men  of  no  very 
inferior  force  to  his  own,  and  naving,  at  their  head 
that  Amoos  Brace  whom  the  Scottish  rebels  ac- 
kxiowlediu  as  their  king.  He  marched  instantly  to 
the  attack,  swearing  he  would  not  even  draw  a 
0omb  throu^  his  gray  beard  until  he  had  rid  Eng- 


land of  this  recumng  plagva*   But  the  late  of  war 
was  against  us." 

He  stopped  here  for  lack  of  breath. 

"I  thought  so!"  exclaimed  Douglas.  "Robert 
Bruce  will  now  sleep  at  night,  since  he  has  pakl 
home  Pembroke  for  the  slaughter  of  his  friends  and 
the  dispersion  of  his  army  at  Methuen  Wo«>d.  His 
men  are,  indeed,  accustomed  to  meet  with  dangera, 
and  to  conquer  them :  those  who  follow  him  have 
been  trained  under  Wallace,  besides  being  partakers 
of  the  perils  of  Brace  himsel£  It  was  thou^t  that 
the  waves  had  swalk>wed  d^em  when  they  ahipped 
themselves  from  the  west:  but  know,  that  the 
Bruce  waa  determined  with  the  present  reviving 
spring  to  awaken  bis  pretensions,  and  that  he  retires 
not  from  Scotland  again  while  he  lives,  and  while  a 
single  lord  remains  to  set  his  foot  by  his  sovereign, 
in  spite  of  all  the  power  which  has  been  so  feloniously 
emplojred  against  him." 

''  It  is  even  too  true,"  said  the  Welshman  Mere- 
dith, "  although  it  is  sakl  by  a  proud  Scotchman.— 
The  Eari  of  Pembroke,  completely  defeated,  is  unable 
to  stir  from  Ayr,  towards  which  he  has  retreated  wiUi 
great  loss ;  and  he  sends  his  instructions  to  Sir  John 
de  Walton,  to  make  the  best  terms  he  can  for  the 
surrender  of  the  Caatle  of  Douglas,  and  trast  noth- 
ingto  his  support" 

The  Scottish,  who  heard  this  unexpected  news, 
Joined  in  a  shout  so  loud  and  energetic,  that  the 
ruins  of  the  ancient  church  seemed  actually  to  rock» 
and  threaten  to  fall  on  the  heads  of  those  who  were 
crowded  within  it 

The  brow  of  De  Walton  waa  overclouded  at  the 
news  of  Pembroke's  defeat,  although  in  some  re- 
spects it  placed  him  at  liberty  to  take  measures  for  the 
safety  of  the  Lady  of  Berkely.  He  could  not,  how- 
ever, claim  the  same  honourable  terms  which  had 
been  oflered  to  him  by  Douglas  before  the  news  of 
the  battle  of  Loudon  Hill  haoarrived. 

"  Noble  knight,"  he  said,  "  it  js  entirely  at  your 
pleasure  to  dictate  the  terms  of  sivrender  of  your 
paternal  castle ;  nor  have  I  a  right  to  claim  from  yon 
those  conditions  which,  a  little  while  aince^  your  gene- 
rosity put  in  my  offer.  But  I  submit  to  my  tttet 
and  upon  whatever  terms  you  think  fit  to  grant  me, 
I  must  be  content  to  offer  to  surrender  to  you  the 
weapon,  of  which  I  now  put  the  point  m  the  eardi, 
in  evklenoe  that  I  will  never  more  direct  it  against 
you  until  a  fair  ransom  shall  place  it  once  more  at 
my  own  disposal."  ^ 

^*  God  forbid,"  anawersd  the  noble  James  of  Dou* 
alas,  "  that  I  shoukl  take  such  advantaoe  of  the 
bravest  knight  out  of  not  a  few  who  have  UNina  me 
work  in  battle  I  I  will  take  example  from  the  Knight 
of  Fleming;  who  has  gallantly  bestowed  his  capOve 
in  guerdon  upon  a  noble  damsel  here  present ;  and  in 
like  manner  1  transfer  my  claim  upon  the  wnon  of 
the  redoubted  Knight  of  Walton,  to  the  high  and 
noble  Lady  Augusta  Berkely,  who,  I  hope,  will  not 
scorn  to  accept  from  the  Douglas  a  gift  which  the 
chance  of  war  has  thrown  into  his  hands." 

Sir  John  de  Walton,  on  hearing  this  unexpected 
decision,  looked  up  like  the  traveller  who  discovers 
the  beams  of  the  sun  breaking  through  and  dispers- 
ing the  tempest  which  has  accompanied  him  for  a 
whole  morning.    The  Lady  of  Berkely  recollected 


what  became  her  rank,  and  showed  her  sense  of  the 
Douglas's  chivalry.  Hastily  wining  off  the  tears 
which  had  unwillinglv  flowed  to  her  eyea,  while  her 
k>ver*8  safety  and  her  own  were  resting  on  the  pre- 
carious issue  of  a  desperate  combat,  she  assumed 
the  look  proper  to  a  heroine  of  that  age,  who  dia 
not  feel  averse  to  accept  the  importance  which  was 
conceded  to  her  by  the  general  voice  of  the  chivalrv 
of  the  period.  Stepping  forward,  bearing  her  person 
gracefully,  yet  modestly,  in  the  attitude  of  a  lady  ac- 
customed to  be  looked  to  in, difficulties  like  the  pre- 
sent she  addressed  the  audience  in  a  tone  which 
might  not  have  misbecome  the  Goddess  of  Battle 
dispersing  her  influence  at  the  dose  of  a  field  covered 
with  the  dead  and  the  dying. 

**  The  noble  Douglas,"  she  said,  "  shall  not  pass 
without  a  prize  from  the  field  which  he  has  so  nobly 
won.    This  rich  strinipof  brilUanta,  which  my  ances- 
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tor  iron  ^m  the  Sultan  of  Trebisond^  itself  a  prize 
of  battle^  will  be  honoured  by  sustaining,  under  the 
Douglas  s  armour,  a  lock  of  hair  of  tKe  fortunate 
ladv  N^hom  the  victorious  lord  has  adopted  for  his 
guide  in  chivalry ;  and  if  the  Douglas,  till  ha  shall 
adorn  it  with  that  lock,  will  permit  the  honoured 
lock  of  hair  which  it  now  bears  to  retain  its  station, 
she  on  whose  head  it  grew  will  hold  it  as  a  signal 
that  poor  Augusta  de  Berkely  is  pardoned  for  having 
gaged  any  mortal  man  in  strife  with  the  Knight  of 

"Woman's  love,"  replied  the  Douglas,  "  shall  not 
divorce  this  locket  from  my  bosom,  which  I  will 
keep  till  the  last  day  of  my  life,  as  emblematic  of 
female  worth  and  female  virtue.  And,  not  to  en- 
croach upon  the  valued  and  honoured  province  of 
Sir  John  de  Walton,  be  it  known  to  all  men,  that 
whoever  shall  say  that  the  Lady  Augusta  of  Berkely 
has,  in  this  entangled  matter,  acted  otherwise  than 
becomes  the  noblest  of  her  sex,  he  will  do  well  to  be 
ready  to  maintain  such  a  proposition  with  his  lance, 
against  James  of  Douglas  in  a  fair  field." 

This  speech  was  heard  with  approbation  on  all 
Aides ;  and  the  news  brought  by  Meredith  of  the 
defeat  of  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  and  his  subsequent 
retreat,  recondted  the  fiereest  of  the  English  soldiers 
to  the  surrender  of  Douglas  Castle.  The  necessaty 
conditions  were  speedily  agreed  on,.which  put  the 
Scottish  in  possession  of  this  stronghold,  together 
with  the  stores,  both  of  arms  and  ammunition,  of 
every  kind,  which  it  contained.  The  garrison  had  it 
to  boast,  tnat  they  obtained  a  free  passage,  with  their 
horses  and  arms,  to  retnm  by  the  shortest  and  safest 
rout.>  to  the  marches  of  England,  without  either  suf- 
fering or  inflicting  damaga  ..... 

Margaret  of  Hautlieu  was  not  belimd  m  actmg  a 
generous  part ;  the  gallant  Knight  of  Valence  was 
allowed  to  accompany  his  friend  De  Walton  and  the 
Lady  Augusta  to  England,  and  without  ransom.      * 

1%e  venerable  prelate  of  Glasgow,  seeing  what 
appeared  at  one  time  likely  to  end  in  a  general  con- 
Act,  terminate  so  auspicioualy  for  his  country,  oon- 
timted  himself  with  bestowing  his  blessing  on  the 
assembled  multitude,  and  retinng  with  those  who 
came  to  assist  in  the  Bervi<^  of  the  day. 

This  surrender  of  Douglas  Castle  upon  the  Palm 
Sunday  of  19th  March,  1806-7,  was  the  beginning  of 
a  career  of  conquest  which  was  uaiatemipted,  in 
which  the  greater  part  of  the  fltrengihs  aird  fortresses 
of  Scotland  were  yfelded  to  those  who  asserted  the 
liberty  of  their  country,  uatil  the  crowning  mercy 
was  gained  in  the  celebrated  field  of  Banirockburn, 
wiiere  the  English  sustained  a  defeat  more  disB»- 
ftous  than  is  mentioned  upon  any  other  occasion  in 
their  annals. 

Little  need  be  said  of  the  fate  of  the  persons  cf  this 
story.  Kins  Edward  was  greatly  enraged  at  Sir  John 
de  Walton  ror  having  surrendered  the  Castle  of  Dou- 
glas, securing  at  the  same  time  hie  own  object,  the 
anvied  hand  of  the  heiress  of  Berkely.  The  kniA^t'« 
to  whom  he  referred  the  matter  as  a  subject  of  inoui- 
yy,  gave  it  neverthelBSS  aa  their  opinion  that  de  Wal- 
ton was  void  of  all  censora  having  discharged  his 
duty  in  its  ftillest  ezleat  till  the  commands  of  his 
superior  officer  obliged  aim  to  anrrender  the  Dan- 
gerous Castle.  ,     .  .    , 

A  singular  renewal  of  mtenxjurse  took  place,  many 
months  afterwards  between  Manearet  of  Hautlieu 
and  her  loven  Sir  Maoolm  Fleming.  The  use  which 
the  lady  made  of  her  freedonL  and  of  the  doom  of 
the  Scottish  Parliament,  which  put  her  in  possession 
of  her  father's  inheritance,  was  to  foUpw  her  adven- 
turous spirit  through  dangars  not  usually  encountered 
by  those  of  her  sex:  ana  the  Lady  of  Hautlieu  was 
not  only  a  daring  follower  of  the  cha8&  but  it  was  said 
that  shs  was  even  not  daunted  m  the  battle-field. 
She  remained  falthfiil  to  the  political  principles  which 
ahe  had  adopted  at  aa  earlv  period ;  and  it  seemed  as 
if  she  had  formed  the  gallant  resolution  of  shaking 
the  god  OuDid  from  her  norse's  mane,  if  not  treading 
him  beneath  her  horse's  feet 

The  Fleming,  although  he  had  vanished  from  the 

-^-hbonrhoodof  the  countries  of  Lanark  and  Ayr, 
ag  attempt  to  stats  his  apology  to  the  Lady  do 


Hautlieu  henelf,  who  retomed  his  letterfmoponilgl 
remained  to  all  appearance  resolved  never  tgm  ts 
enter  upon  the  topic  of  their  ori^nai  eugneieraent  It 
chanc^  however,  at  a  later  period  of  tfie  war  vitii 
England,  while  Fleming  was  one  night  travelling  apoo 
the  Border,  after  the  ordinary  fashion  of  one  whoarapt 
adventures,  a  waiting-maid,  equipped  in  a  fantaait 
habit,  asked  the  protection  of  his  arm  in  the  name  of 
her  lady,  whoj  late  in  the  evening,  had  been  loida 
captive,  she  said,  bv  certain  ill-disposed  caitiff  who 
were  carrying  her  by  force  throu£[n  the  forest  Tlw 
Fleming's  lance  was,  of  course,  m  its  rest,  and  vo 
betide  the  faitonr  whos^  lot  it  was  to  encoQoter  i» 
thrust ;  the  first  fblL  incapable  of  farther  combat,  waA 
another  of  the  felons  encountered  the  same  (ate 
with  jittle  more  resistance.  The  lady,  released  froa 
the  discourteous  cord  which  restrained  her  libertf, 
did  not  hesitate  to  join  company  with  the  bnw 
knight  by  whom  she  had  been  rescued;  and  aljhooab 
the  darkness  did  not  permit  her  to  recognise  herMl 
lover  in  her  liberator,  yet  she  could  notbatlenda«i)> 
ling  ear  to  the  conversatk>n  with  which  he  entertained 
her,  as  they  proceeded  on  the  way.  He  spoice  flf  U» 
fallen  caitiffs  as  being  En|;lishmen,  who  found apM» 
sure  in  exercising  oppression  and  barbarities  upon  m 
wandering  damsels  of  Scotland,  and  whose  caoia 
therefore,  the  champions  of  that  country  werDbooM 
to  avenge  while  the  blood  throbbed  in  their  vdnifli 
spoke  or  the  injustice  of  the  national  quarrel  whicii  W 
afforded  a  pretence  for  such  deliberate  oppreia«j 
and  the  lady,  who  herself  had  suifered  so  niKO  Of 
the  interference  of  the  English  in  the  afiairaof  Se* 
land,  readily  acquiesced  in  the  sentiments  which  hi 
expressed  on  a  subject  which  she  had  so  much  leuoa 
for  regarding  as  an  afflicting  one.  Her  aniwerwn 
{{iven  in  the  spirit  of  a  person  who  would  not  otsoft, 
tf  the  times  should  call  for  such  an  example,  \okmj 
even  with  her  hand  the  rights  which  she  m^m 
with  her  ton^e.  , 

Pleased  with  the  sentiments  which  she  ifpaani 
and  recognising  in  her  voice  that  seem  a^^ 
which,  once  impressed  upon  the  human  wwjij 


one  time  formed  the  key  to  his  innermost _ 

In  proceeding  on  thehr  journey,^  the  knight's  twuMj 
state  of  mind  was  augmented  instead  of  being  (^ 
nished.  The  scenes  oibis  earliest  youth  wen  nnNs 
by  circumstanoes  so  slight,  as  would  in  (M^ 
cases  have  produced  no  effect  whstsoever;  the  i^ 
tunents  appeared  similar  to  those  whk^  h«  iw J" 
been  devoted  to  enforce,  and  he  half  persoaded  v 
self  that  the  dawn  of  day  was  to  be  to  him  the  Mga* 
mng  of  a  fortune  equally  sinj^ular  and  extraonusii^ 
In  the  midst  of  this  anxietv,  Sir  Malcolm  rfp* 
had  no  anticipation  that  the  lady  whom  ba  had  b«^ 
tofore  rejected  was  again  thi^wn  into  his  path,  aw 
years  of  absenoe ;  still  less,  when  davUghi  gave  m 
a  partial  view  of  his  fair  companion's  counteoaBC* 
was  he  preoared  to  believe  that  he  was  once  affiaw 
term  himself  the  champion  of  Margaret  de  HautNa 
but  it  was  so.  The  ladv,  on  that  direful  nWjJS 
she  retured  from  the  church  of  Donaas,  m 


not  resolved  (indeed  what  lady  ever  didT)  to»- 
nounce,  without  some  struggle,  the  beauties  wnca 
she  had  once  possessed.  A  long  process  of  M 
employed  under  skilful  hands,  haa auooeedsd fflCW' 


she  had  once  possessed. 

employed  under  skilful  hauuo,  a«u  auwimw  -r-j 
terating  the  scars  which  remained  as  the  mm^ 
her  fain    These  were  now  considerably  eflaced,  tw 


he  saw  the  same  Margaret  do  Hautliso,  wi^  M 
very  different  style  of  exprtisaion  firom  that  wbiea  V 
face,  partaking  of  the  high  and  passionate  charieM 
of  her  soul,  had  always  prasenteo.  It  seemed  to  bO||^ 
therefore,  that  their  fate,  by  bringing  thein  to^^ 
after  a  separation  which  appearad  so  decisive  "ff 
intimated  itafiU  that  their  fortunes  wereinseperaM 
from  each  other.  By  the  time  that  the  suouneor  iM 
had  climbed  high  in  the  heavens,  the  two  uavaUfit 
rode  apart  iiom  their  retinue^  convarsiag  m^om 


Oufixur.} 
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man  unieBtrwiBd  and  Tiolent  aii^tioa^  *'I  bftve 
chnsed  ihia  repulae  out  of  my  brain  with  ten  tboii- 
wnd  Iriflflt,  becattae  I  thought  mo  one  knew  it.  Bat 
it  is  known,  and  to  tbec,  toe  very  common-eewer  of 
Goon  8eeretar*the  honour  of  Villieft  ia  in  tby  keep- 
!■&  Ned  Chnatian !  Speak,  thou  man  of  wilee  and 
ai  intrinie^on  whom  doat  thou  promiaa  the  ven* 
oe?  Speak  1  andtfthyanawerameetroydeaiM 
'  in  tbeo  aa  willingly  ae  with 


I  will  make  a  bargain  wiin 
thy  maater,  Satan  hiroftel£" 

■  I  will  not  he^"  aaid  Christian,  "ao  unieaaonable 
in  my  torma  aa  atofiea  tall  af  the  okl  apostate  t  I 
will  ofler  yo«r  Oraee,  aa  he  might  doi  temporal  proa- 
parity  and  reveoge,  which  ia  hia  fretuent  recniiting 
money,  but  I  leaTa  it  to  youraelf  to  provide,  aa  you 
may  be  pleaaed,  for  your  future  salvation."    ,       ^ 

The  Dvke,  gaxing  upon  him  fixedly  and  aadlv, 
Mulled,  "I  would  to  God,  Chrialian,  that  I  eould 
\tmi  what  punmaa  of  dacanabla  villany  thou  hast 
Id  propoaa  CD  me-  hi  thy  countaoaooc,  without  the 
necessity  of  thy  using  words !" 

**  Your  €hand  oan  not  try  a  giieaa»"  aaid  Chriatian, 
calmly  amilinji* 

**JNo,*'  replied  tha  puke,  a&er  gating  at  him  again 
Ibr  the  ^aae  of  a  minuta-;  "  thou  art  ao  deeply  dyed 

•  hypocnta,  that  thy  mean  leaturea,  and  elear  gray 
esrei  are  aa  Uhely  10  eoooeal  treaaon,  aa  any  patty 
icliame  of  theft  or  lacoeay*  OMire  oorreapooding  to 
jNwr  dfigreoJ' 

•  '^TteaaoB^  my  lord?"  echoed  Chriatian;  *'you 
maty  have  gaaasad  mare  iMarlf  tha^  you  weM  aware 
qC    I  honour  waur  €hiMie*a  oenetraHeD." 

**TreaaoDr  eohaedthoDnkc.  "Who  dare  name 
Mhacrimafe^mel" 

"If  a  name  startles  your  Grace,  you  may  call  it 
vengeance— v^agBanee  <h\  the  eahal  of  eounaeUors, 
whp  have  ever  couolcrmmed  Vou^  m  spite  of  your 
wil  ind  yoar  intereat  with  the  King.— Vengeance  on 
▲Hi  jcUMk  Ormond'-^n  Charlea  himself." 

/No,"  by  Heaven,"  aaid  the  Puke,  reaumiaghia 
dieoidered  walk  thraaHh  the  apartment—"  Vengeance 
on  these  rata  of  the  jPrivy  Council,— coma  at-  it  aa 
jrou  will  But  the  iking  L'--nevec^-Dever.  I  hax-epro- 
voked  him  a  hundred  umea,  where  ha  has  atinea  me 
onoeb  I  have  oroaaed  hia  path  in  state  intrigue- 
rivalled  him  in  love— had  the  advantage  ia  both,-- 
%nd,  d— n  it,  he  has  forgiven  me !  If  treaaon  would 
put  me  jn  his  throne,  I  have  no  apology  for  itr-it  ware 
worse  than  bestial  ingratitude." 

"Nobly  spoken,  my  lord,"  said  Christian)  "and 
ooneiatent  alike  wUh  tha  ohlMationa  under  which 
your  Grace  liea  to  Charlea  Stewart,  and  the  aenae 
you  have  ever  abown  of  them.— But  it  signifies  not. 
If  your  Gkaoe  natroniae  not  our  enterprise,  there  ia 
Shafteebury-;there  is  Monmouih" 

**  Scoundrel  r*  ezchiimed  tho  Duke,  even  more 
mhenlently  agiuted  than  before,  "think  vou  that 

rou  shall  carry  on  with  others  an  enterprise  which 
have  refuaed7— Nok  by  every  heathen  and  every 
Ohrisuan  j^xl  1— Hark  yi^  Christian^  I  will  arreot  you 
on  the  spot— I  will,  by  gpdsond  devils,  and  carry  you 
to  unravel  your  plot  at  WhitchalL" 

"  Where  the  first  words  I  speak,"  answered  the  im- 
MTturoable  Christian^  "  will  be  to  inform  the  Privy 
Oouncil  in  what  place  they  may  find  certain  letters, 
ipr  herewith  your  Grace  haanonoured  your  poor  vassal, 
containing, .as  I  think,  particulare  which  his  Miyesty 
vwill  read  with  more  surprise  than  pleasure." 

'*'Sdeath.  villain  T*  aaid  the  Puke,  once  more  lay- 
uig  his  l^andon  hia  popiaid-hilt,  "  thou  haat  me  again 
at  ad"  ^nuge.  I  know  not  why  I  forbear  to  pomard 
yoa  wncre  you  stand  T' 

•*I  might  iail,  my  Lord  Duke,"  said  Christian, 
auightly  colounns  and  put  tins  his  right  hand  inta 
hia  bosonv  "though  not,  I  think,  unavenged— for 
1  have  not  pot  my  person  uto  this  peril  altogethsr 
without  means  01  defence.  T  might  fiill,  but,  alasl 
your  Grace's  correspondence  is  in  hands,  which,  by 
that  very  act,  would  be  rendered  sufficieirtty  active 
tn  handing  them  to  the  King  and  the  Privy  Council. 
What  say  you  to  the  Moorish  Princess,  my  Lord 
Dukel  What  if  I  havs  left  her  azeoutrix  of  my 
will,  with  certain  instmttibns  how  to  proceed  if  I 
cetum  not  oaharmad  from  Tork-Ploca?  0^  mj  lord, 
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tbaogh  my  head  ia  in  the  wolfs  mouth,  I  .was  not 
goose  enough  to  place  it  there  without  aettling  how 
many  earanines  should  be  fiied  on  the  wol4  ao  soon 
aa  ray  dying  cackle  waa  heard*— Pshaw,  my  Lord 
Dukel  you  deal  with  a  man  of  sense  and  couragCi 
yotyou  speak  to  him  as  a  chiki  and  a  coward." 

The  Duke  threw  himself  into  a  chair,  .fixed  hia 
iwea.on  tha  ground,  and  apoke  without  raising  them. 
*^I  am  about  to  call  Jermogham."  he  said;  **but 
fear  nothing— it  ia  only  for  a  drau/^ht  of  wine— That 
stufi*  on  the  table  may  be  a  vehicle  for  filberta  and 
walnuts,  but  not  for  auch  communications  as  youre. 
Bring  me  champagne,"  be  aaid  to  the  attendant  who 
answered  on  his  suminoiu. 

The  domestic  returned,  and  brought  a  flaak  of 
champagne,  with  two  large  ailver  cupa.  Oneof  theia 
he  filled  for  BuckinghaiPi  wba  contrary  ta  the  usual 
etwuatte,  waa  always  served  nret  at  home,  and  then 
otiered  tha  other  to  Christian,  who  decUned  to  ra- 
oeive  it.   . 

The  Dttka  drank  off  the  large  goblet  which  waa 
Diesented  to  him,  and  for  a  moment  covered  hia 
forehead  with  the  palm  of  bia  hand  \  then  instantly 
withdrew  iLandaakl,  "Chriatian,  speak  your  errand 
plainly,  we  know  each  other.  If  my  reputation  ba 
in  aome  degree  in  your  handa,  you  are  well  aware  that 
your  liie  ia  in  mine^  Sit  down,"  he  said,  taking  a 
uatol  from  his  bosom  and  laying  it  on  the  Ubl»-* 
*^  Sit  dowBy  and  let  me  hear  your  propoaai." 

"My  lora,"  said  Christian,  sinihng,  "1  shall  pro* 
dace  no  such  ultimate  argument  en  my  part,  thougjk 
possibly,  ia  time  of  need,  I  may  not  be  louiid.deat^ 
tufa  of  X  them.  But  my  defience  is  in  the  aituatiOR  of 
things,  and  in  the  composed  view  which,  doubtlesiw 
your  Majeaty  will  take  of  them."  .   .  ^         ,  . .     . 

"Majesty I"  repeated  the  Duke-"  My  good  fnend 
Christian,  you  have  kept  company  with  the  Pun  tana 
so  k>ng,  that  you  oonniaa  the  oniinary  utlea  of  tha 
Court.''^ 

"I  know  not  how  to  apologise,"  saki  Chnstian* 
**  ankaa  ^pur  Grace  will  suppose  that  I  spoke  by 

^^uch  as  the  devil  delivered  to  Macbeth,*'  said  th« 
Duke— again  paced  the  chamber,  and  again  aeated 
himael^  and  aaid.  '*  Be  plain,  Christjan— apeak  oat 
at  once,  and  manfully,  what  is  it  you  mtend  T' 

"/,"  said  Christian-"  What  should  I  do  t-I  can 
do  nothing  in  sucb  a  matter;  but  I  thought  it  right 
that  yoiar  Grace  ahould  know  that  the  godly  of  tbia 
cit/*--*^he  sQoke  the  woni  with  a  kind  of  ironical 


gnn)— "are  impatient  of  inactivity,  and  mi^at  neela 
be  UP  and  doing.  My  brother  Bri^genorth  is  at  tha 
head  of  all  old  Weiver'a  congregation  {  ibrjou  muat 
know,  that,  after  fiounc^ering  from  one  ix  th  to  an- 
other, he-  hath  now  got  beyond  ordioanoe8|  and  is 
become  a  Fifth-Monarchy  man.  He  baa  nigh  twa 
hundred  of  Weiver*s  people,  ftillv  equipped,  and  raadjr 
to  fall  on  {  and,  with  shght  aid  from  your  Grace  a 
people,  they  must  carry  Whitehall,  and  make  prison*- 
ere  of  all  within  it." 

"  Rascal  f*  said  the  Duke,  "and  ]» it  to  a  Peer  qf 
Enidand  you  make  this  communication  7" 

*' JVay,"  anawered  Chriatian,  "I  admit  it  would  ba 
extreme  folly  in  your  Grace  to  appear  until  all  la 
over.  But  lei  me  give  Blood  and  the  othera  a  hint 
on  your  oart.  There  are  the  four  Germane  also-* 
rijght  Knippeidolings  ancl  Anabaptists— win  be  spe- 
cially Bsenil.  You  are  wise,  my  lord,  and  know  the 
value  of  a  corps  of  doraeauc  gladiators^  as  weu  a» 
did  Octavias,  Lepidus,  and  Antony,  when,  by  such 
family,  forces,  they  divkled  the  world  by  indenuua 

^*Stayi  atay,"  said  the  Duke.  "  Even  if  these  blood- 
hounds were  to  join  with  you— not  that  I  would  permit 
it  without  the  moat  positive  assurances  for  the  King'# 
personal  aafety— but  say  the  villains  were  to  join,  wha 
hope  have  you  of  carrying  the  Court  T 

'*  Bully  Tom  Armatrong,*  my  lonLhath  promiaed 
his  interest  with  the  Life-Guards.   Then  there  are 

•  Tf>««M«,  or  9lr  ThomM  Armttronf.  a  p«non  who  taut  41» 
tiBfttiilMd  himieir  in  yonth  by  dncl*  and  drunken  eip.oitfc  Ha 
WM  parliMlariy  eopnected  with  the  Doko  of  Momoouth,  and 
wa«  nid  to  l>«  eooMmed  in  Uw  R/e-Hutif*  P'vl,  V  wrliieA  at 

'^     '  capital  puaiilimMt.  SOth  Hm,  iNi 
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ray  Lord  l^afteflibtiry/s  brisk  bofys  ki  the  city— diirty 
thousand  on  the  holding  up  a  finger." 

"  Let  him  hold  up  boih  hands,  and  if  he  count  a 
hondred  for  each  finger,'*  said  the  Doke,  "it  will  be 
more  than  I  expect.    Yoa  have  not  spoken  to  him  7" 

"  Surely  not,  till  your  Ghace's  pleasure  was  known. 
But,  if  he  is  not  applied  to,  there  is  the  Dutch  train, 
Hans  Snorehoui's  congregation Jn  the  Strand^there 
are  the  French  Protestants  in  Piccadilly— there  are 
the  Family  of  Levi  in  LewkenoPs  Lane— the  Mug- 
gletoniana  in  Thames  Street" 

"  Ah.  faugh  !^Out  upon  them— out  upon  them  I— 
How  the  knaves  will  stink  of  cheese  and  tobacco 
when  they  come  upon  action  I— they  will  drown  all 
the  perihmes  in  Whitehall.  Spare  me  the  detail ;  and 
let  me  know,  my  dearest  Ned,  the  sum  total  oif  thy 
most  odoriferous  forces." 

.  "  Fifteen  hundred  men,  well  armed,"  said  Chris* 
tian,  **  besides  the  rabble  that  will  rise  to  a  certainty— 
they  have  already  nearly  torn  to  pieces  the  prisoners 
who  were  this  day  acquitted  on  account  of  the  Plot" 

*' Aili  then,  I  understand.— And  now,  hark  ye,  most 
christian  Christian,"  said  he,  wheeling  bisOiair  full 
ill  front  of  that  on  which  his  agent  was  seated,  "you 
have  told  me  many  things  to-dTay— Shall  I  be  equally 
eom municft tive  1  ShalTl  show  you  that  my  accuracy 
of  information  matches  yours  ?  Shalt  I  tell  you,  in  a 
i^ord,  why  you  have  at  once  resolved  to  push  every 
one,  from  the  Puritan  to  the  free-thinker,  upon  a 

Sneral  attack  of  the  Palace  at  Whitehall,  without 
lowing  tnc,  a  peer  of  the  realm,  time  either  to  pause 
upon  or  to  prepare  for  a  step  so  desperate  ?  Shall  I 
tell  you  why  you  would  lead  or  drive,  seduce  or  com* 
pel  me,  into  countenancing  vour  measures  T' 

"  Mv  lord,  if  you  please  to  form  a  guess,"  said  Chris- 
tian, ^  I  will  answer  with  all  sincerity,  if  you  have 
assigned  the  right  cause." 

"The  Countess  of  D&by  is  this  day  arrived,  and 
attends  the  Court  this  evening,  with  hopes  of  the 
kttidest  reception.  She  may  be  surprised  amid  the 
m£/le7— Hal  Said  I  not  right,  Master  Christian 7 
You,  who  pretend  to  offer  me  revenge,  know  yourself 
its  exquisite  sweetness." 

*'I  would  not  presume,"  said  Christian,  half  smiling, 
"  Co  offer  your  Graoe  a  dish,  without  acting  as  your 
taster  as  well  as  purveyor." 

"That's  honestly  said,"  said  the  Duke.  "Away 
then,  my  friend.  Give  Blood  this  ring— he  knows  it, 
■nd  knows  bow  to  obey  him  who  bears  it.  Let  him 
assemble  my  gladiators,  as  thou  dost  most  vrittily 
term  my  emtp  Jarrets,  The  old  scheme  of  the  Ger- 
man music  may  be  resorted  to,  for  I  think  thou  hast 
the  instruments  ready.  But  take  notice.  I  know 
nothing  on't:  and  Rowley's  person  must  be  safe— I 
will  hang  and  bum  on  ail  hands  if  o  hair  of  his  black 
peri  wis*  oe  bui  singed.— Then  what  is  to  follow— a 
Lord  Protector  ot  the  realm— or  stay— Cromwell  has 
made  the  word  somewhat  slovenly  and  unpopuhir— 
«  Lonl  Lieutenant  of  the  Kingdom  7— The  patriots, 
who  t^e  it  on  themselves  to  revenge  the  injustice 
done  to  the  country,  and  to  remove,  evil  counsellors 
frorobefore  the  Kingfs  throne,  that  it  may  be  hence- 
forward established  in  righteousness— so  I  think  the 
rubric  runs— cannot  fiiil  to  make  a  fitting  choicei" 

"They  cannot,  my  Lord  Dnke,'^  said  Christian, 
"  since  there  is  but  one  man  in  the  three  kingdoms 
on  whom  that  choice  can  possibly  fall." 

"I  thank  you,  Christian,^  said  his  Graoe;  "and  I 
tfnst  you.  Away,  and  make  all  ready.  Be  assured 
your  services  shall  not  be  forgoL  We  will  have  you 
nesr  to  us." 

"  My  Lord  Duke,"  said  Christian,  "  you  bind  me 
doubly  to  you.  But  remember^  thst  as  your  Grace  is 
spared  any  obnoxious  proceedings  which  may  befall 
in^  the  way  of  military  execution,  or  otherwise,  so  it 
will  be  advisable  that  you  hold  yourself  in  prepara- 
tion, upon  a  moment's  notice,  to  put  yourself  at  the 
bead  of  a  band  of  honourable  friends  and  allies,  and 
come  presently  to  the  palace,  where  yon  will  be  re- 

*  Ctuirlea,  to  wit  hto  dark  complaioo,  aIwvi  wore  a  black 
Ptrake.  Ho  uted  to  Mr  of  the  playera.  tlitt  if  they  winhcd  to 
(49rMent  a  villain  on  Uirrtaxe,  ''Odds-flth,  thar  a]war«  dappM 
an  him  a  black  pr-!wig,  wtiereaa  ih«  createai  rogue  in  England 
'MMttior.  probabtjr,  Dr  Oataal  woan  «  whitt  ooa."-£e0  CiB- 
*aB*a  4pAtof jr 
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ceived  by  the  vietovs  a»  a  commaiider,  and  byihi 
vanqrfshed  as  a  preserver." 
'    "i  conceive  you— I  conceive  yoo.  I  will  ben 
prompt  readinesk"  said  the  Duke. 

"Ay,  my  lord,"  continued  Christian;  ** and,  fix 
Heaven's  sake,  let  none  of  those  toys,  which  ire  tW 
very  Delilas  or  your  imafpnation,  come  warn  ytm 
Grace  this  evening,  and  mterfers  with  the  exeeotios 
of  this  sublime  scheme." 

"Why,  Christian,  dost  thmk  me  raadl"  wu  hii 
Grace^B  empha tic  reply.  "  It  is  you  who  linger,  wba 
all  should  be  ordered  for  a  deed  so  daring.  Go  tbea. 
—But  hark  ye,  Ned ;  ere  you  goi^  tell  me  when  I  ifatll 
again  see  yonder  thing  of  fire  and  air-j-Dn  Easteta 
Peri,  that  glides  into  apartmenu  by  the  keT-boK  tnd 
leaves  them  through  the  casement— yon  black-«M 
houri  of  the  Mahometan  paradise— when,  I  ssy,  aiO 
I  see  her  once  more  ?" 

"When  yeur  Graoe  has  the  truncheon  of  Lad 
Lieutenant  of  the  Kingdom,"  said  ChristiaB,  andkft 
the  apartment 

Buokingham  stood  fixed  in  contenrnlalkm  foraii» 
ment  after  he  was  gone.  "  Should  1  bavedoiM  thuf 
he  said,  srguing  the  matter  with  himself s  "or  bad  1 
the  choice,  rather,  of  doing  aught  else  1  ShooidlMl 
hasten  to  the  Court,  and  make  Charies  aware  of  tfai 
treason  which  besets  him  7  I  will,  by  HcstodI-' 
Here.  Jeraingham,  tof  coaob,  with  the  dcspitdiflf 
light !— I  will  throw  myself  at  his  feet,  and  idlbu 
of  all  the  follies  which  I  have  dreamed  ef  with  dn 
Christian.— And  then  he  wiU  lan|;h  at  me,  and  M 
me  7— No,  I  have  kneeled  to  hrai  to-day  almdfj 
and  my  repulse  wab  nothmg  gentle.  To  waam 
once  in  the  sun's  daily  round  is  eneieb  forfinckiar 
ham." 

Having  made  this  reflection,  he  sealed  himadCoj 
began  hastily  to  mark  down  the  young  oowi  ajf 
gentlemen  of  quality,  and  others,  their  voiMsaoM 
companions,  wno  he  supposed  might  be  iwlr^a^ 
sums  him  for  their  leader  in  any  popular  diRUMDca 
He  had  nearly  completed  it.  when  Jeroiagnia  cd> 
tered,  to  say  the  coach  would  be  ready  in  anmsiaat, 
and  to  bring  his  master's  sword,  hat.  and  oon*„. 

"  Let  the  coachman  draw  ofi;'^  said  the  Dvka,  m 
be  in  readiness.  And  send  to  the  gendefnen  tbea 
wilt  find  named  in  this  list ;  say  I  am  but  lU  at  em, 
and  wish  their  company  to  a  slight  eollstioo.  Ut 
instant  expediuon  be  made,  and  care  not  for  ezpen^i 
you  will  find  meet  of  them  at  the  Clob-HoDae  m  m 
ler's Rents."*  ^  ^,   _. 

The  preparations  for  festnnty  were  speedily  im 
and  the  intended  guests,  most  of  them  persons  vm 
were  at  leisure  for  any  cell  that  promised  pkeeoi^ 
though  sometimes  more  deaf  to  those  of  dnty,  be^ 
speedily  to  assemble.  There  were  many  youoe 
of  the  highest  ranks,  and  with  them,  asBWuilA 
those  circles,  many  or  a  different  class,  wbom  taloUj 
or  impudence,  or  wit,  or  a  tnm  for  gamWina;  tea 
reared  up  into  companions  for  the  great  and  thegaij 
The  Duke  of  Buckingham  was  a  general  patronw 
persons  of  this  description ;  and  a  numerous  attend 
aace  took  place  on  the  present  occasion. 

The  festivity  was  pursued  with  the  "•"•I  •pP"W 
of  wine,  music,  and  games  of  haxard :  with  wtaOi 
however,  there  mingped  in  that  peried  much  nwie 
wit,  and  a  good  deal  more  gross  profligacy  of  eon?* 
sation,  than  the  talents  of  the  present  generation  can 
supply^r  their  taste  would  permit  , 

The  i)uke  himself  proved  the  complete  comtnaM 
which  he  possessed  over  his  versatile  chamjerJg 
maintaining  the  frolicL  the  laugh,  and  the  jesKrVM 
his  ear  caught  upland  with  eagerness,  the  nio»t4» 
tant  sounds,  as  intimating  the  commencenjcnij 
Christian's  revolutionary  project.  Such  soorids  wm 
heard  fhom  time  to  time,  and  frdm  time  to  tiro^W 
died  away,  without  any  of  those  consequences  «tbm 
Buckingham  expected. 

'  'nie  ptaM  of  nwetioc  of  tM»  Oioao  Ribaad  CUi^  '*^ 
place  of  WMtinff,"  aara  Roger  North, "  waa  m  a  iort  «"2 
four  at  Ciianoenr  Lane,  In  a  centre  of  busineaa  «*«W!I 
moat  proper  for  auch  angleva  of  ftiola.  The  !>«»■«  •■■fj-Z 
t>atoonled  ifl  fhmt  aa  may  yet  be  aeoD,  ftir  thedabbewtegf 
forll*  te  /met,  with  hata  and  no  Mnkaai  pipea  n  *Mit»«^ 
merrr  tnc»M»A  dllaledtluoata  tor  focal  enco«raf««D«i«'^ 
la-DeraweaasBHai 
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,At  length,  tnd  when  it  was  late  m  the  evening;  Jer- 
Dtngham  annoimoed  'Master  Chifiinch  from  the 
Coart;  and  that  worthy  peraonage  followed  the  an- 
nunciation. 

"  Stranse  things  have  happened,  my  Lofd  Duke," 
be  said ;  '* your  presence  at  Court  is  instantly  required 
by  his  Ma/esty.^ 

''You  alarm  me^"  said  Buckingham,  standing  up. 
**I  hope  nothinz  has  happened—i  hope  there  is  no- 
thing MTTong—I  nope  his  Majesty  is  well  7" 

**  Perfoetly  well,'^  said  Chiffinch ;  '*  and  desirous  to 
•ee  ypor  Grace  without  a  moment's  delay." 

"  This  is  sodden,*'  said  the  Duke.  **  Ton  see  I  have 
had  meiTV  fellows  about  me,  and  am  scarce  in  case  to 
tppear,  Chifflnoh." 

"  Your  Grace  seems  to  he  in  very  handsome  pjligbt,'* 
raid  Chiffinch ;  **  and  you  know  his  Majesty  is  gra> 
cious  enough  to  make  allowances." 

''True,"  said  the  Duke,  not  a  little  anxious  in  his 
mmd,  touching  the  cause  of  this  unexpected  sum- 
mons--"  True— his  Majesty  is  most  gradous-^I  will 
ottler  my  coach." 

'*  Mine  is  below,"  replied  the  royal  messenger ;  **  it 
will  save  time,  if  your  OraM  will  condescend  to 
■se  tt." 

Forced  from  every  evasion,  Buckingham  took  a 
goblet  from  the  table,  and  requested  his  friends  to 
remain  at  bis  palace  so  bng  as  they  could  find  the 
means  of  amusement  there,  rle  expected,  he  said,  to 
return  almost  immediately ;  if  not,  he  woul J  take 
farewell  of  them  with  his  usual  toast,  "May  all  of 
UB  that  are  not  hanged  in  the  interval,  meet  tosnether 
wm  here  on  the  first  Monday  of  next  month.^ 

TttiB  standing  toast  of  the  Duke  bore  reference  to 
the  character  of  several  of  his  gu^Ms ;  but  he  did  not 
drink  it  on  the  present  occasion  without  some  antici- 
pation concermng  his  own  fete,  in  case  Christian  had 
betrayed  him.  He  hftstily  made  some  addition  to  his 
dress,  and  attended  Chiffinch  in  the  chariot  to  White- 
ball. 

CHAPTER  XLV. 

Bigh  feuting  wu  there  riiere— the  gilded  rooft 
Rung  to  the  waMtil-hMlth-the  dttnenr*e  i ' 
^ran?  to  the  chord  retponmve— the  gar  i 
To  faU'i  dvpoml  tuiig  hit  heep  of  gold. 
And  laurh'd  alike  wliea  It  mereaMd  or  leteen'd ! 
Soeh  virtue  hath  eourt^air  to  teach  at  pttienoe 
Which  eehoolineo  preach  in  vain. 

H^  CMW  ft  Mf  »  OMTf  7 

Upon  the  afternoon  of  this  eventful  day,  Charles 
held  his  Court  in  the, Queen's  apartments,  which 
wrere  opened  at  a  particular  hour  to  invited  guests 
of  a  certain  lower  degree,  but  accessible  without  re- 
stnciion  to  the  higher  classes  of  nobility  who  had 
from  birth,  and  to  the  eourders  who  held  by  ofltca 
the  privilege  of  the  eiUrie, 

It  was  one  part  of  Charleses  character,  which  un- 
Qoestionably  rendered  hin\  personally  popular, .  and 
postponed  to  a  subsequent  reign  the  precipitation  of 
his  family  from  the  throne,  that  he  banished  from  his 
Court  many  of  the  formal  restrictions  with  which  it 
vras  m  other  reigns  surrounded.  He  was  conscious 
of  the  good-natured  grace  of  his  manners,  and  trusted 
to  it,  often  not  in  vain,  to  remove  evil  impressions 
avising  from  actions^  which  he  was  sensible  couM 
not  be  justified  Qn  the  grounds  of  liberal  or  national 
policy. 

In  the.  daytime  the  King  was  commonly  seen  m 
the  public  walks  alone,  or  only  attended  by  one  or 
•fwo  persons;  and  his  answer  to  the  remonstrance  of 
His  brother,  on  the  risk  of  thus  exposing  his  person, 
is  well  known ;— "  Believe  me,  James,''  he  said,  **  no 
one  will  murderifM,lo  make  you  King." 

In  the  same  manner,  Charles's  evenings,  unless 
maeh  as  were  destined  to  more  secret  pleasures,  were 
frequMktly  spent  aihongst  all  who  had  any  pretence 
CO  ap|pro«dh  a  courtly  circle;  and  thus  it  was  upon 
tKo  nii^t  which  we  are  treatin^rof.  Queen  Cathenne. 
^  reconciled  or  humbled  to  her  fete,  had  long  ceased 
to  express  any  feelings  of  jeakyusy,  nay,  seemed  so 
absolutely  dead  to  such  a  passion,  that  she  received 
•t  her  drawing-room,  without  scrapie,  und  even  with 
oaoMiraflsment,  the  Duohesset  of  Portsmouth  and 
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Cleveland,  and  others^  who  enjoyed,  though  in  a  less 
avowed  character,'  the  credit  oi  havingoeen  royal 
favourites.  Constraint  of  every  kind  was  banuilied 
fit}m  a  circle  so  composed,  and  which  was  frequented 
at  the  same  time,  if  not  by  the  wisest,  at  least  by  tbi 
wittiest  courtiers,  who  ever  assembled  round  a  mo> 
narch,  and  who,  as  many  of  them  bad  shared  th« 
wants,  and  shifts,  and  fh»lk»  of  his  exile,  had  thus 
acquired  a  sort  of  prescriptive  license,  with  the  good- 
natured  prince,  when  he  attained  his  period  of  pros- 
perity, coukl  hardly  have  restrained  bad  it  suited  \a$ 
temper  to  do  so.  .  Tkii^  however,  was  the  least  of 
Charles's  thoughts.  His  manners  were  such  as  so- 
cured  him  from  indelicate  obtrusion ;  and  he  sought 
no  other  j>rotectk>n  from  over-familiarity,  than  what 
these  andhia  ready  wit  afforded  him. 

On  the  present  occasion,  he  was  peouliarty  disposed 
to  enjoy  the  scene  of  pleasure  which  had  neen  prs- 
pareJ.  The  singular  death  of  M^jor  Coleby,  which, 
taking  place  in  his  own  presence,  had  proclaimed« 
with  the  voice  of  a  paasing  bell,  the  ungrateful  nsg* 
lec't  of  the  Prince  for  whom  he  bad  sacrificed  every 
thing,  hsd  given  Charles  much  pain.  But,  in  his  own 
opinion  at  least,  he  had  completely  atoned  for  this 
negUgence^  by  the  trouble  which  he  had  taken  for 
Sir  Geoffrey  Peveril  and  his  son,  whote  liberatmn  hs 
looked  upon  not  onlv  as  an  excellent  good  deed  in 
itself,  but  in  spite  of  the  grave  rebuke  or  Ormond,  ss 
achieved  in  a  veiv  pardonable  manner,  oonsidenng 
the  difficulties  with  which  he  was  surrounded.  Hi 
even  felt  a  dcaree  of  satisfactbn  on  receiving  intettt^ 
gence  fix>m  the  city  that  there  had  been  disturbanoes 
in  the  streets,  and  that  some  of  the  more  violent 
fanatics  had  betaken  themselves  to  their  roeettag* 
hooees,  upon  sudden  summons,  to  inquircLSs  th^ 
preachen  phrased  it,  into  the  causes  of  Heaven's 
wrath,  and  into  the  backsliding  of  the  Court,  lawyei& 
and  Jury,  bywhom  the  false  and  bloody  favourers  oi 
the  Popish  Plot  wore  sctoensd  ind  obaked  from  de<* 
served  Dunish  ment. 

The  King,  we  repeat,  sositfed  to  hear  these  accounts 
with  pleasure,  even  whkn  he  was  reminded  of  ths 
dangerous  and  susceptible  character  of  those  with 
whom  such  suspictops  btlgioated.'  "Will  any  ons 
now  assert,"  he  said,  with  sslf-complaisanoe,  ^*  that 
I  am  so  utterly  negligent  of  the  iiyterest  of  friends?-* 
Yot  see  the  peril  tn  which  I  place  myself  and  even 
the  risk  to  which  I  hs^e  exposed  the  public  peace,  to 
rescue  a  man  whom  I  have  scarce  seen  for  twenty 
year%  and  then  pnW  in  his  bufT-ooat  and  bandoleersj; 
with  other  Train-Band  offieera  who  kissed  hands 
upon  the  RAstoration.  They  say  kings  have  long 
hand8-7l  think  they  have  as  much  occasion  for  long 
memories,  since  they  are  expected  to  watch  over  and 
reward  eveiy  man  in  England,  who  hath  but  shown 
his  eood-wiQ  by  crying,  MGkxl  save  the  King  T  " 

"Nay,  the  rogues  are  even  mora  unreassnaMo 
still,"  said  Sedley ;  "  for  every  knave  of 'them  thinks 
himself  entitled  to  your  Majesty's  protection  in  ft 
good  cause, 'Whether  he  has  cried  God  save  the  Kng 
or  no." 

The  King  smiled,  and  turned  to  another  part  of  tlM 
stately  ball,  where  every  thing  was  assembled  which 
could,  according  to  the  taste  of  the  age,  make  ths 
time  glide  plessantly  away. 

In  one  place,  a  group  of  the  young  nobdity,  and  sf 
the  ladies  of  the  Court,  listened  to  the  reader's  sa> 

Saaintance  Empson,  who  was  accompanying,  with 
is  unrivalled  hroathings  on  the  flutes  a  young  shoiL 
who,  while  her  bosom  palpitated  with  pride  and  witi 
fear,  warbled  to  the  couruy  and  august  pressncs'tfao 
beautifttl  sir,  beginning 

,        '*YoiinfI«n,«idy«tiiMkiird 
How  to  naks  a  lovar  neldk,**  Ac. 

She  performed  her  task-  in  a  manner  so  oortespontl' 
mg  with  the  strains  of  the  amatory  poet,  and  tho 
voluptuous  air  with  which  the  words  had  been  in 
vested  by  the  celebrated  Purcel,  diat  the  men  crowded 
around  in  ecstasies,  while  most  of  the  ladies  thoufl^t 
it  proper  either  to  look  oxtremely  indifferent  to  tho 
woids  she  sung,  or  to  withdraw  from  the  circle  as 
quiotly  as  possible.  To  tho  song  succoedbd  a  con- 
certo^ performed  by  a  select  band  of  most  admiraMs 
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aMuteMfi  whWi  ibe  Sjttft  whoM  taite  wm  ladw^ 
ftftaUe.  had  biimelf  •elected.  ^     ^^ 

At  other  tables  m  the  apartiaenC,  the  elder  oonrtieTB 
worshipped  Fortiin&  at  the  Tarious  lathioaable  games 
«ir  ombre,  qoadriUs,  haMid,  and  the  like ;  while  neaps 
of  «old  which  lay  before  the  players,  augmented  or 
dwindled  with  every  torn  of  a  card  or  cast  of  a  die. 
liaBy  a  years'  rent  of  fair  estates  was  Tentured  upon 
tbe  main  or  the  odds  t  which,  spent  in  the  old  de- 
■sried  maoor-house,  nad  rspaired  the  ravages  of 
Cotomwell  upon  its  wslls,  and  replaced  ibe  sources  of 
ipsod  hoosekesping  and  hospitality,  that,  exhausted 
Ml  the  last  afis  by  fine  and  sequestration,  were  now 
»  a  faur  way  of  beinff  aanihilated  bv  cateles^  prodi- 
giJity.  Elpewbere,  undei  cover  or  observing  the 
gamester^  or  listeMog  to  the  music,  the  gallantries  of 
that  aU-liesBSed  age  were  piactised  ^mong  the  gay 
and  lair,  closely  watched  the  whilst  by  the  ugly  er 
the  Mt  who  pionusod  themselves  at  least  the  pleasure 
of  observing  and  ii  ■^y.be  ^MJt  of  psoclainiinft  i&> 
liMpie»in  which  they  could  not  be  shaim 

Frsm  one  table  to  another  glided  (he  merry  Mo- 
IMreh»  exchaMing  now  a  ^anos  with  a  Coqrt  beauty, 
■ow  a  jest  wilh  a  Court  wit,  b^w  beating  tun^  to  the 
Mfic.  and  anon  loaiM  or  winning  a  few  pieces  of 
gold  oa  the  chanoe  oT the  game  to^  which  he  stood 
'  most  amiaUexifvoloptttariea—thn  gay- 
-nanved  of  oompanions—the  man  that 
,.  Jl  otheia,  have  beat  sustained  his  chametei^ 
m  been  a  oen^imed  hanvist,  and  its  only  end  to 
the  passing  heiu^  lynd  ssnid  it  away  as  plea- 

_.  Kings  are  feast  of  allesempted  from  the  oidina- 
_^  j>t  of  humanity  I  and  Seged  of  Eihiopi^  is,  amongst 
pmiaichm  no  solitary  esampiepfl  the  vanity  of  reckon- 
ing on  a  day  or  an  hoar  oC  ondistmiied*  serenity.  An 
attsndant  on  tne  Coort  annottaoed  suddenly  to  their 
M aiesnea  that  a  lady,  who  wouU  only  announce  hoh 
a^lf  MaPesrsaaof  Englandi deairedf  to  beadmitted 
uto  the  preeenoe. 

The  Qneeil  saidi  haati)y«>it  was  iimpouibU.  No 
9esnas,.withouianoouncing  her  titl^  waa  entitled  to 

^1  coiila  be  swonit  ssid  a  nohfeman  in  attend- 
anoa  *'  that  it  is  some  whim  of  the  Duchess  of  New- 
OMUa." 

Tne  attendant*  who.brooght  the  messaga  said  that 
iMdidindsad  believe  u  to  be  th»  Duehes^  both  irom 
Ihosngnlarilyof  ^MimeBsagi^  and  thai  the  lady  spoke 

^^n  Ae  name  of  rasdness^  thn«**  said  the  King, 
"kina  admit  her.  HefChaceisanentiTOrarae-show 
in  her  own  penon--»iinivan^  masqiMrade— indeed 
a  sort  of  pavate  Bedlam-hospttaL  ber  whole  ideas 
being  like  90  many  patienia  ereaed  upon  the  subjects 
w  love  and  Utstatm  who  act  nothing  in  their  ▼ — 
riHbenee  Minerva«  Venns,  and  the  nine M usesi-' 

**Tour  Malesi/a  plsasum  most  always  aopet_^.. 
vine,'*  said  the  Queen.  "  I  only  hops  I  shall  noi  be 
ai9«cted  to  entertain  so  iantaatio  a  psrsona8a.--The 
last  time  sbe  came  to  Court,  Isabella,"— (she  spoke  to 
Me  of  her  Portngiwae  ladies  of  hoiioiir>-***yoa  had 
•ot  ratomed  from  our  lovely  l4sbon,— her  G|^aoe  had 
ib^  aasuranoe  to  assnme  a  nght  to  bnng  a  tram-bearer 
into  mv  apartment }  and  when  this  was  not  allowed, 
what  then^  think  you,  sbe  did  l^-ioven  caused  ner  train 
tfl^  be  made  so  long,  that  three  portal  yarda  of  satin 


far  wenches^  while 


|nd  silver  remained 
wrweno' 
ec  Grace 
Sof  the 
MMt  beai 

B  this  mi 

**  And  most  beanttfb!  damsels  they  were  who  bore 

naixtyosix. 
wonders  of  them;  for  it 


in  the  antechamber,  supported  by 

.-        ,  J  the  other  end  was  attaehed  to 

Im  Oraoe*s  peroon,  aa  she  paid  her  duty  at  the  upper 
««d  of  the  praecoce-monv  Pull  thirty  yarda  of  the 
moat,  beautiful  sdk  did  her  OtMs^s  madness  employ 


la  this  msnner." 


mis  portentous  train,"  said  the  Kin9-*'a  ti 
aonalbd  save  by  that  of  the  great  oomet  m 
Sedley  and  Etherene  told  us  wonders  of  them;  for  it 
s-one  advantage  of  this  now  lashion  bioaght  up  by 
tfao  Puchess,  that  a  malnm  may  be  totally  uncon- 
goious  of  the  coqoetiy  of  her  train  and  its  attend- 
anta." 

?  Ain  I  to  nnderstandL  then,  your  lfa|ee^s  plea- 
W»  1%  that  the  lady  is  to  be  i|dmuted.r*  said  the 


.  'Certainly,"  said  the  King:  '*thatis»  if  tbenmf. 
nita  be  rtally  entitled  to  the  honoar.— It  miyfeii 
well  to  inquire  her  title— there  am  nme  sisdwoBei 
abroad  than  the  Duchess  of  Newcastle.  I  will  vik 
into  the  anteiooa  myeeUI  and  receive  yow  aoswer." 

^t  ere  Charles  had  rescbed  the  lower  end  oC  ife 
apartment  in  his  progress  to  the  anteroem,  die  edM 
sumrised  the  sssembly  by  announcing  a  nameiiliicl 
had  not  for  many  a  year  been  beard  m  dMeeooertlr 
hallfr-"  the  Countess  of  Derby !" 

Stately  and  tall,  and  still,  at  an  advanced  pcM  of 
life,  having  a  person  unbroken  by  years,  w  nokh 
lady  advanoed  towards  her  sovereign,  with  a  Btepn> 
.semblinff  that  with  which  she  might  have  net  a 
equal.  There  was  indeed  nothing  in  her  manner  tfet 
indicated  either  haoghtioeaa  or  aasumption  nDbeean- 
ing  tl)at  presence ;  but  her  ooosdoasnese  of  vtobb 
sustained  from  the  administraiion  of  Charley  tada 
the  soperi9rity  of  the  injured  jiarty  over  thoee  five 
whom,  or  m  whose  onmck  tho  uwrhsd  beeaolW 
gaveber.Iook  dignity  and  her  step  umDeea  ShevM 
dressed  in  widow's  weeds,  of  the  same  fiumoa  waa 
were  wora  at  the  time  her  husband  was  bvDOfkt » 
the  KoSiM  I  and  whicb^  in  the  thirty  veare  nibNqMM 
to  that  event,  she  had  never  permitted  her  tirewinii 
to  attiw. 

The  sorprise  was  no  pleasing  one  to  the  Kine;  id 
oursing  in  his  hesit  the  rashness  which  hadtUoM 
the-  lady  entrance  on  the  gay  scene  in  whick  wf 
were  en^aged^  he  saw  at  the  same  time  the  ocmM 
of  leoeiving  her  in  a  n^auner  suitable  to  hb  cvneb 
raoter.  and  her  rank  m  the  British  Gpurt^  He  «• 
proached  b«v  with  an  air  of  welcome,  into  wua  m 
threw  all  his  natural  flraoc^  while  he  begaa,  wn 

"  Speak  Ensli^  sire^  if  I  may  presnme  tenh  iMi 
a  favour,"  said  the  CountesSi  "^I  am  a  PeerMofas 
nation— mother  to  one  English  Earl,  and  vHDl^  M 
to  another!  In  England  I  have  spent  mfDnadiji 
of  happiness,  my  long  years  of  widowhood  indiir- 
row.  France  and  its  language  are  but  to  new 
dreams  of  an  miinteresting  child bood.  I  ^i^^fj^ 
tongue  save  that  of  my  husband  and  my  son.  v^ 
me,  as  the  widow  and  mother  of  Derby,  thaitoieods 
my  homage."  ^, 

She  would  have  kneeled,  but  the  King  grenw 
prevented  her,  and,  saluting  her  cheek,  secotmng* 
the  form,  led  her  towarda  the  Uueen,  and  unn 
peiibfmed  the  ceremony  of  introduction.  "Toorli- 
jesty,"  he  said,  **  most  he  informed  that  theCeeate 
has  imposed  a  restriction  on  French— the  lasgw 
gallantry  and  compliment.  I  trust  yourMei»9]'* 
though  a  foreigner  like  beraeU;  find  enough  ofww 
EngUsh  to  assure  the  Countess  of  Deibv,  vits  vw 
pleasure  we  MO  her  at  Cow^afler  the  sbseaoeoi» 
many  yeara."  ,  . 

"*  IwiU  endeavour  to  do  ao  at  least."  ssid  the(gA 

on  whom  the  appearance  of  the  Couotess  of^lW 
made  a  more  favourable  Impression  than  that  ei  M 
atrangers,  whom,  at  the  King's  request  sbe  ween » 
habit  of  receiving  with  courtesy.  ,    ,1. 

Charlea  himself  again  spoke.  **  To  say  odiff  w 
of  the  same  rank  I  might  put  the  quesnoa,  wby  w 
waa  so  long  absent  fiom  the  circle  7  I  fear  I  eeneiv 
aak  the  Cointeoa  of  Deihy,  what  fortunate  osaieiir 
dttoea  the  pleasure  of  seeing  her  heiol 

"No  fortunate  cause,  my  liege,  though  one  wtm 
stiWDig  and  urgent."  , 

The  King  augured  nothing  agreeable  from  ^^ 
roencement;  and  in  truth,  ^m  the  Cooptessi  y 
entrance,  he  had  anticipaiod  some  onpleesantcqp' 
nation,  which  he  therefore  hastened  to  perry,  em 
first  composed  his  foatuxaa  into  an  expreewun  el  if 
patby  and  interest.  *  .     ..j.^ 

"^  S"  said  he,  "  the  causs  is  of  a  nstsremiHsd^ 
can  render  aasutance,  we  cannot  expect  year  wr 
ahip  should  enter  upon  it  at  the  present  .nmtj  ■»* 
memorial  addraaaed  to  our  secretary,  cf.  if  it  *"^ 


;  to  ponelvea  directly,  will  f«"iSi 
and,  I  tnisti  need  not  add,  oarfi»«in* 
oonstiucuon."  .  .  ^ 

The  Counteaa  bowed  with  aome  states  aed  jr 
swered.  **  My  bnsinssBi  sin,  is  indesd  impoitaBti  i« 
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^  brie^  thstit  naed  not  Amt  mora  tlnn  a  few  mmotes 
Yvithdnrw  your  ear  from  what  is  more  pleasing  {-^ei 
it  is  BO  urgent,  that  I  am  afraid  to  postpone  it  even  fiv 
a  moment." 

*"  This  iBvnasasI,"  said  Charles.  **Butyoa,Cbimi- 
tss  of  Derby,  are  an  unwonted  goest,  and  most  com- 
mand my  tmie.  Does  the  matter  requira  my  priTate 
aarT" 

"For  tay  part,"  said  the  Countess,  "the  whole 
Court  might  listen ;  hot  your  Majesty  may  prefer 
bearing  me  in  the  presence  of  one  or  two  of  yow 
eonnaeilora." 

'^Ormond,"  said  tho  King,  looking  around,  *  attend 
OS  for  an  instant,— and  do  you,  Arlington,  do  the 
•ama" 

The  Cing  led  the  way  into  an  adjoining  cabinet, 
and,  seating  himselfl  requested  the  Countess  would 
also  take  a  chair.  **It  needs  not,  sire,"  she  rephed; 
then  pausing  for  a  moment,  as  if  to  collect  her  spirits, 
ahe  proceeded  with  firmness. 
^  '*  Your  Muesty  well  said  that  no  light  canse  had 
drawn  me  from  my  bneiy  habitation.  I  came  not 
liitheiy  when  the  property  of  my  son— that  property 
which  descended  to  him  from  a  fbther  who  died  for 
your  Majesty's  rii^ts— was  oonjured  away  from  him 
nnder  pretext  of  jnstiee^that  it  might  first  feed  the 
avarioe  of  the  rebel  Fairnx.  and  then  supply  the  pro- 
digality of  his  son-in-law,  Buckingham.'* 

^  These  are  over  harsh  terms,  lady,"  sakl  the  King. 
**  A  legatpenalry  was,  as  we  remember,  incurred  by 
ftn  act  of  irregular  violence— so  our  courts  and  our 
taws  ierm  it^  though  personally  I  have  no  objeetkm 
to  call  it,  with  you,  an  honourable  revenge.  But 
admit  it  were  such,  in  prosecution  of  thelaws  of 
honour,  bitter  legal  ooasequences  are  often  neceO- 
aarily  incurred." 

**  1  come  not  to  ar^efor  my  son's  wasted  and  foiv 
felted  inheritance,  su«,"  said  the  Countess;  **I  only 
take  credit  for  my  patience,  under  that  afflitfting  dis- 
pensation.   I  now  come  to  redeem  the  honour  of  the 
louse  of  Derby,  more  dear  to  me  than  all  the  trea- 
sures and  lands  which  ever  belonged  to  it." 

*  And  by  whom  is  the  honour  of  the  House  of  Derby 
impeached  1"  said  the  King:  **foir  on  my  word,  you 
bme  me  the  first  news  of  it" 

"Has  there  one  Narrative,  as  these  wild  fictwns 
ned,  been  printed  veith  re^rd  10  the  Popish 
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Plot— this  pretended  Plot,  as  I  will  call  it— in  which 
the  honour  of  our  house  has  not  been  touched  and 
tainted  1  And  are  there  not  two  noble  gentlemen, 
fiither  and  son,  allies  of  the  House  of  Stanley,  about 
to  be  placed  in  ieopardy  of  their  Kves,  on  account  of 
mattere  in  which  we  are  the  parties  first  im- 
peach<idr  , 

The  King  looked  around,  and  smiled  to  Arlington 
and  Ormond.  **The  Countess's  courage  methmks, 
ahames  ours.  What  lips  dared  have  called  the  imma- 
culate Plot  prdendtid^  or  the  Narrative  of  the  'vnt- 
nesses,  our  preservers  from  ^pish  knives,  a  wild 
ISction  7— But  Madam,"  he  said,  **  though  I  admire 
tile  generosity  of  your  infeBrferenes  in  behalf  of  the 
two  Peverils,  I  must  acquaint  you,  that  your  inter- 
ference is  unnecessary— they  are  this  morning  ac- 
^Mtted." 

**  Now  may  God  be  pnised !"  said  the  Countesa 
folding  her  iiands.  "I  have  scarce  slept  since  I 
beard  the  news  of  their  impeachment;  and  have 
aurived  here  to  surrender  mvself  to  your  Mijesty's 
Justice,  or  to  the  prejudices  of  the  nation,  in  hopes,  oy 

00  doing,  I  raicht  at  least  save  the  lives  of  my  noble 
and  eenerous  friends,  enveloped  in  suspicion  only,  or 
chieny,  by  their  connexion  with  us.— Are  they  indeed 
aoouitfedl" 

^'They  are,  by  my  honour,"  said  the  King.  "I 
snarvel  you  heard  it  not" 

"I  arrived  but  Ifist  night,  and  remained  in  the 
strictest  seclusion,"  said  the  Countess,  "afraid  to 
make  any  inguiries  that  might  occasion  discovery  ere 

1  saw  yourlMaiesty." 

"  And  now  tnnt  we  have  met,"  said  the  King,  taking 
her  hand  kindly— "a  meeting  which  gives  me  the 
greatest  pleasure— may  I  recommend  to  ^ou  speedily 
to  return  to  your  roval  island  with  as  little  eclat  as 
fou  came  hitbar  1    The  world,  my  dear  GountSMy  has 


ehanfed  smoe  we  Were  yotLag.  Men  foof^t  in  tlia 
Civil  War  wtth^ood  swords  and  muskets;  but  nofW 
we  fight  with  mdictments  and  oaths,  and  such  lika 
legal  weapons.  You  are  no  adept  in  suck  warforet 
and  though  I  am  well  aware  yon  know  how  to  hoU 
out  a  castle,  I  doubt  much  if  you  have  the  art  la 
parry  oiT an  impeachment  This  Plot  has  come  upon 
us  like  aland  storm— there  is  no  steering  the  vessel  in 
the  lesih  of  the  tempest— we  must  run  for  the  neare«l 
haven,  and  happy  if  we  can  reach  one." 

**This  is  cowardice,  mjr  Kego,"  sakl  the  Coonteas^ 
— "  Fomive  the  ¥mrd  1— it  is  but  a  woman  who  speaktf 
it.  Call  your  noble  friends  around  you,  and  miake  a 
stand  like  year  royal  fhther.  There  is  font  one  right 
and  one  wvoog-^one  honourable  and  forward  course  t  * 
and  all  othen  which,  deviate  are'obliiiue  and  un- 
worthy." -• 

"  Y-our  tangoage.  my  venerated  friend,"  saio  0»> 
mottdj-^who  saw  the  necessity  of  interfanngbetvnjrt  ' 
the  dignity  of  the  acmal  Sovereign,  and  the  freedom 
of  the  Countess,  who  was  generally  accustomed  to 
recetve,  not  to  pay  obeervanocL-^^yonr  langnajie  la 
strong  and  decidcid,  but  it  applies  not  to  the  ttmos. 
It  might  occasion  a  renewal  of  the  Civil  War,  and  «l 
all  its  miseries,  but  could  hardly  be  attended  with  the 
effects  you  sanguinely  anticipate." 

"You  are  too  rash,  my  Lady  Counteoa,*'  said 
Arlington,  **'Dot  only  to  rash  upon  this  danger  your- 
self but  to  desire  to  mvolve  his  Majesty.  Let  me  sif 
plainly,  that  in  this  jealous  time,  you  have  done  bai 
ill  to  exchange  the  security  of  Castle  RuiAiin  for  tht 
chance  of  a  iMgiag  in  the  Tower  of  London." 

*'And  were  f  to  kiss  the  bkick  there,"  said  tha 
Countess,  '*a8  did  my  husband  at  Bolton-on-lh»- 
Moors,  I  would  do  so  wiHingly,  rather  than  forsakf       f 
a  friend  !~-and  on&  t0O|  whom,  as  in  the  ease  of  m$ 
younger  PeveriL  I  have  thrust  upon  danger." 

"  But  have  1  not  assured  you  that  both  of  Aa 
Peverils,  elder  and  younger,  are  freed  from*  peril  7* 
said  the  King;  "and,  my  dear  Countess,  what  can 
else  tempt  you  to  thrust  y&une^  on  danger,  from 
Which,  aoubtlesa  you  expect  to  be  relieved  by  my 
intervention  7  Methinks  a  lady  of  your  judgmenl 
should  not  voluntarily  throw  herseu  into  a  rtvefi 
merely  that  her  friends  might  hava  the  risk  and  mem 
of  dragging  her  oct." 

The  Countess  reiterated  her  intentioa  to  daim  * 
fiiir  trial— The  two  connsellon  again  pressed  their 
advice  that  she  should  withdraw^  though  under  tha 
charge  of  absoondinjg  from  justice,  and  remain  itt 
her  own  feudal  kingdom. 

The  King,  seeing  no  termination  to  the  debate 
gently  remmded  fas  Countess  that  her  BfaJeMT 
would  be  jealous  if  he  detained*her  ladyAip  hmgef^ 
and  otferBd  her  his  hand  to  conduct  her  back  to  (ha 
company.  This  she  was  under  the  necessity  of  aa- 
oepting,  and  returned  accordingly  to  the  apartmenn 
of  state,  where  an  event  occurred  immediately  a^ 
terwardi^  which  musi  be  transferred  to  the  nast 
chapter. 


CHAPTER  XLVI. 

IlerB  ttand  I  tl|rtit  tod  trim, 
QBiek  of  eye,  thoofh  litUe  of  Itoh  | 
H«  irlio  daolatli  Um  word  I  bav*  ipokMi, 
Betwixt  him  tiul  me  ehell  lueee  be  brekea. 


Wiiav  Charies  had  re-conducted  the  Conntess  of 
JDerby  into  the  presence-chamber,  before  he  parted 
with  her,  he  entreated  her,  in  a  whisper,  to  be  go 
vemed  by  good  counsel  and  to  regard  her  own 
safety;  and  then  nimed  easily  from  her,,  as  if  to 
distribute  his  attentions  equally  among  the  other 
gueflts. 

These  were  a  good  deal  circumscribed  at  the  ill* 
stent  by  the  arrival  of  a  thirty  of  five  or  six  mosicisnsi 
one  of  whom,  a  German,  nnder  the  patronage  of  tha 
Duke  of  Buckingham,  was  particulariy  renowned 
for  his  performance  on  the  violoncella  but  had  beea 
detained  in  inactivity  in  the  antechamber  by  the  non- 
srrival  of  his  instrument,  which  had  now  at  Isngtil 
made  its  appearance. 
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The  ctomoBUc  who  plaoed  it  befofe  the  owner. 
■hrouded  ae  it  was  within  its  wooden  case^  seemed 
heartily  glad  to  be  rid  of  his  load,  and  lingered  for 
a  moment,  as  if  interested  in  discovering  what  sort 
of  iastriunent  was  to  be  produced  that  could  weigh 
•0  heavily.  His  curiosity  was  satisfied,  and  in  a 
inost  extraordinary  manner;  for,  while  the  musician 
was  fumbling. with  the  key,  the  case  being  for  his 
neater  convenience  phiced  upright  agai^t  the  wall, 
me  case  and  instrument  itself  at  once  flew  open,  ana 
out  started  the  dwarf,  Geoffrey  Hudson,~at  sig^t  of 
whose  unearthly  appearance,  thus  suddenly  intro- 
duced, the  ladies  shrieked  and  ran  backwards;  the 
genilemen  started ;  and  the  poor  German,  on  seeing 
the  portentous  delivery  of  his  fiddle  case,  tumbled  on 
the  floor  in  an  agony,  supposing,  it  might  be,  that  his 
instrument  was  metamorphoeed  into  the  strange 
figure  which  supplied  its  place.  So  soon,  however,  as 
he  recovered,  he  glided  out  of  the  apartment,  and  was 
wLowed  by  most  of  his  companions. 

"Hudson  I"  said  thei^insr-" My  httleold  fnend.  I 
am  not  sorry  to  see  you ;  though^uckinghanv  who 
I  aoppose  is  the  purveyor  of  this  jest,  hatn  served  us 
Up  but  a  stale  one." 

"  Will  your  Mueaty  honour  me  with  one  moment's 
attention  ?"  said  Hudson. 

"Assuredly,  my  good  friend,"  said  the  King.  "  Old 
amuaintances  aie  springing  up  in  everr Quarter  to- 
Bight|  and  our  leisure  can  linrdly  be  better  empbyed 
ikan  ui  listening  to  them.— It  was  an  klle  tnck  of 
Bockins^am,"  he  added,  in  a  whisper  to  Ormond, 
**  to  send  the  poor  thing  hither,  especially  as  he  was 
lo-day  tried  for  the  afi'aur  of  the  Plot.  At  apy  rate. 
he  comes  not  to  ask  protection  from  u%  havmg  had 
the  rare  fortune  to  come  ofl*  Plot-free.  He  is  but 
iiBhing,  I  suppose,  for  some  little  present  or  pension." 

The  little  man,  precise  in  Court  etiquette,  yet  im- 
fatiem  of  the  King^s  delaying  to  attend  to  hini,  stood 
m  the  midst  of  the  floor,  most  valorously  pawing  and 
prancing,  like  a  Scots  poov  assumins  the*  airs  of  a 
war-liorse,  waving  mean  while  his  litue  hat  with  the 
tarniahed  feather,  and  bowing  from  time  to  time,  as 
if  innpatient  to  be  heard. 

*' Speak  on,  then,  my  friend,"  said  Charies;  "if 
Aou  hast  some  poetieal  address  penned  for  thee,  oat 
with  it,  that  thou  mayst  have  time  to  rQ>ose  these 
flooriahing  little  limbs  of  thine." 

"No  poetical  speech  have  I,  most  mjghty  Sove- 
reign," answered  the  dwarf;  "  but.  in  plain  and  most 
loyal  prose,  I  do  accuse  before  this  company,  the 
once  noble  Duke  of  Buckingham  of  high  treason !" 

^  Well  spoken*  and  manfully— Get  on,  man,"  said 
the  King,  who  never  doubted  that  this  was  the  in- 
Qoduction  to  something  burlesque  or  witty,  not  con- 
ceiving that  the  charge  was  made  in  solemn  earn^t. 

A  great  laugh  took  place  among  such  courtiers  as 
heard,  and  among  many  who  did  not  hear,  what  was 
uttered  by  the  dwarf^  the  fonner  entertained  by  ihe 
extravagant  emphaais  and  gesticuiaiion  of  the  little 
champion,  and  ilie  others  laughing  not  the  less  loud 
that  they  laughed  for  example^s  sake,  and  upon  trust. 

"What  matter  is  therA  for  all  this  mirth  T'  said  he, 
very  indignantly— "Is  it  fit  subject  for  laughing,  that 
I,  Geofii'ey  Hudson,  Knight,  do,  before  King  and 
nobles,  impeach  Georse  viUiers,  Duke  of  Bucking- 
ham, of  high  treason  7" 

"No  subject  of  mirth,  certainly,"  said  Charles, 
vomposing  nis  features ;  but  great  matiur  of  won- 
der.—Come,  cease  this  mouthing,  and  prancing,  and 
mummery.  If  there  be  a  Jest,  come  out  with  it. 
man :  and  if  not^  even  get  thee  to  the  beauflet,  and 
drink  a  cup  of  wine  to  refresh  ih^  after  thy  dose 
lodging." 

*n[  tell  you,  mjr  liege,"  said  Hudson,  impotiently, 
yet  in  a  whisper,  intended  only  to  be  audible  by  the 
King,  "  that  if  you  spend  over  much  time  in  trifling, 
you  will  he  convinced  by  dire  experience  of  Bucking- 
ham's treason.  I  tell  you,— I  asseverate  to  your 
Majesty.— two  hundred  armed  fanatics  will  be  here 
within  the  hour,  to  surprise  the  guards." 

"  Stand  back,  ladies,"  said  the  King,  "or  vou  may 
hear  more  than  vou  will  care  to  listen  to.  My  Lord 
of  Buckingham's  jesU  are  not  always,  you  know, 
~''i  fitted  for  female  ears;  besides,  we  want  a  few 


words  in  private  with  our  little  finend.  You,  my  Lad 
o£  Omaond— you,  Arlington,"  (and  he  named  ont  or 
two  others^)  "  may  remain  with  us." 

The  ga/  crowd  bore  back,  and  dispersed  tfaroagli 
the  apartment— the  men  to  conjectuie  what  the  ead 
of  this  mummery,  as  they  supposed  it,  was  likdv  is 
prove;  and  what  jest,  as  Sediey  said,  the  bin-fiddli 
had  been  brought  to  bed  of— and  the  ladies  to  admin 
and  criticise  toe  antique  dress  and  richly  embroidered 
ruff  and  hood  of  the  Conntess  of  Derby,  to  whom 
the  Queen  was  showing  particular  attention. 

"And  now,  in  the  name  of  Heaven,  and  amoogM 
fineqds,*'  said  the  King  to  the  dwarf; "  what  means  all 
this?" 

"  Treason  my  lord  the  King !— Treason  to  hit  Mt* 
jesty  of  England !— When  1  was  chambered  in  yooder 
mstrument,  my  k>rd,  the  High-Dutch  fiellows  whs 
bore  me,  carried  me  into  a  certain  chapd,  to  see,  si 
they  said  to  each  other,  that  all  was  ready.  Sira,  I 
went  where  bass-fiddle  never  went  before,  even  inn 
a  conventicle  of  Fifth-Monarchists;  and  when  thef 
brought  me  away,  the  preacher  was  coDcloding  bia 
sermon,  and  was  within  a  *  Now  to  apply'  of  setting 
ofl^  like  the  bell-wether  at  ^he  head  of  his  flock,  to 
surprise  your  Majesty  in  your  royal  Court !  1  bem 
him  through  the  sound-holes  ofmyinstiument.  whan 
the  fellow  set  me  down  for  a  moment  to  profit  by  tin 
precious  doctrine." 

"  It  would  be  singular,"  said  Lord  Ariington,  *  wen 
there  some  reahty  at  the  bottom  of  this  bufiboneiy; 
for  we  know  these  wild  men  have  been  ooDaiiltind 
together  to-day,  and  five  conventicles  have  held  a 
solemn  fast" 

"Nay,'/  fnid  the  King,  "if  that  be  the  case,  tb9 
are  certainly  determined  on  some  viHany." 

"Might  I  advise."  said  the  Duke  C^QniiODd,'! 
vtrould  summon  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  to  UM 
prescmoe.  His  connexions  with  the  fanatics  an  van 
known,  though  he  al^ts  to  conceal  them." 
,  "  You  would  not,  my  lord,  do  bis  Grace  the  mjaa- 
tice  to  treat  him  as  a  criminal  on  suchacbaigsaa 
this?"  said  the  King.  "However,"  be  added, afw 
a  moment's  considers tbn,  Buckinghsm  is  acoenbia 
to  every  sort  of  temptation,  from^  the  flightinawflj 
his  genius.  I  should  not  be  suiprised  if  he  noanabad 
hopes  of  an  aepiring  kind— I  think  we  had  soiu 
proof  of  It  but  lately.— Hark  ye,  Chifllnch ;  «e  tohua 
mstantly,  and  bring  him  here  oti  any  fair  pretext  tboi 
canst  devise;  I  would  fain  save  him  from  what  law 
vers  call  an  overt  act.  The  Coart  would  be  dull  aat 
dead  horse,  were  Buckingham  to  miscarry."      ^ 

"  Will  not  your  Majesty  order  the  Horse  Gnardi  to 
turn  outi"  s^  young  Selby,  who  was  present  au  an 
officer. 

"No,  Selby,"  said  the  King,  "I  Hkenot  horse-pfe 
But  let  them  be  prepared  ;  and  let  the  Uish  B^ 
collect  his  civil  officers,  and  command  the  Shentt  to 
summon  their  worshipful  attendsnts,  fromjavdio* 
men  to  hangmen,*  aod  have  them  in  readiness,  IQ 
'case  of  any  sudden  tumult— double  the  sentinelaoj 
the  doom  of  the  palace— and  see  no  strangers  gel  in. 

*'Oroui."  said  the  Duke  of  Ormond  ^Whcreait 
the  foreign  fellows  who  brought  in  the  dwarf T  ^ 

They  were  sought  for,  but  they  were  not  to  bcfoiwi 
They  had  retreated,  leaving  their  insiruroento— a  CjJ^ 
cumsiance  which  seemed  to  bear  hard  on  die  Don 
of  Buckingham,  their  patron. 

•  It  can  hardly  be  fbrf  otten  th«t  on©  of  the  in»«t  difficaltiw  rf 
Charle*  11. '■  rcifn  wai  to  obtain  for  Uie  crown  the  r**?'* 
c)too»inf  the  ateritta  of  London.  Roger  North  rim  ■  »*W 
account  of  lii«  brother.  Sir  Dudley  North,  who  afroed  '•«•"• 
for  the  court.  "  1  omit  ll»c  ahnrc  h©  had  in  comr'0»iof  ™  * 
mulia  about  burning  the  Pope,  becauiie  that  is  nccoocled  fori" 
the  Examen,  and  the  life  of  the  Lord  Keejicr  Nnnb.  "^y^ 
ii  Uiero  occasion  to  aay  aojr  thiug  of  tlie  rise  and  disco  venronw 
Rye  Plot,  for  the  same  reaion.  Nor  is  my  sut^t  nwcb  c«j 
cemed  with  thii  latter,  farther  than  that  the  eoinpiraww  •»■ 
taken  especial  care  of  Sir  Dudley  North.  For  be  «»*  one  of  IMJ 
who.  if  they  had  succeeded,  was  to  have  been  knocke>i  onns 
head,  and  bu  skin  to  be  stuffed,  and  hun«  up  in  Guildliali-  jm, 
all  that  apart,  he  reckoned  ii  a  great  unbappinciis.  thstsqPMT 
ion,  and  execaiions,  should  happen  in  luiy»K 
afTaira,  the  ahertflb  were  passiTe ;  for  siiw; 


trials  fur  hifh  treason,  i 

However  in  these  aflaiiB,  uie  anertm  were  pawi^" * ."^vr,""  ^ 
turns  of  panels,  and  other  despatdies  of  the  law»  were  w**™ 
done  by  under-otfioers  ;  which  was  a  fair  screen  for  t"«"  ™3 
attended  ntthA  trial*  and  cxecutionii,  to  coerce  the  rniw'S'l'g' 
nouahforihemiodo.  Ibaveh««rtar 
sirikijiff  witli  bis  daua,  ta  wesderti  m 


attended  at  the  trials  and  .. 
keep  order,  which  was  enoui 
Dttdioy  North  aa/ ,  that, 
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Hastvpreparations  were  made  to  pB)Tide  resistance 
to  any  effort  of  despaii  which  the  supposod  conspira- 
tors might  be  driven  to:  and,  in  the  mean  while,  the 
Kinft,  withdrawing  with  Arlington,  Ormondt  and  a 
few'  other  counseitors,  into  the  cabinet  where  the 
Countess  of  Derby  had  had  her  audieuca  resumed 
the  examination  of  the  little  discoverer.  His  decla- 
ration, thoujjph  sin^i^lar,  wasauite  coherent:  tlie  strain 
of  romance  mtermmgled  with  it^  being  in  lact  a  part 
of  his  character,  which  often  gamed  him  the  fate  of 
being  laughed  at,  when  be  would  otherwise  have  been 
pitied,  or  even  esteemed. 

He  commenced  with  a  flourish  aboat  his  suiferings 
for  the  Plot,  which  the  impatience  of  Ormond  would 
have  cut  short  had  no(  the  King  reminded  his  Ghrace, 
that  a  top,  when  it  is  not  flogged,  must  needs  oo. 
down  of  Itself  at  the  end  of  a  definite  time,  wbue 
the  application  of  the  whip  may  keep  it  up  for  hours. 

Geoflrey  Hudson  was,  therefore,  aUowed  to  exhaust 
himself  on  the  subject  of  his  prison-house,  which  he 
informed  the  King  was  not  without  abeam  of  li|^t 
—an  emanation  of  bveliness—a  mortal  angel— <iuick 
of  step  and  beautiful  of  eye,  who  had  more  than  once 
visited  his  confinement  with  words  of  cheering  and 
oorafort 

**  By  my  faith,"  said  the  Kina  "they  fare  better  in 
Newgate  than  I  was  aware  ot  Who  would  have 
thought  of  the  little  gentleman  being  solaced  with 
female  society  in  such  a  place  7" 

"I  pray  your  Majesty,-'  said  the  dwaH|  after  the 
manner  of  a  solemn  protest,  "  to  understand  nothing 
amiss.  My  devotion  to  this  fair  creature  is  rather  like 
what  we  poor  Catholics  pay  to  the  blessed  saints, 
than  mixed  with  any  grosser  guality.  Indeed,  she 
aeeifls  rather  a  sylphid  of  theKosicrucian  system,  than 
aught  more  carnal :  being  slighter,  lighter,  and  less 
than  the  femalea  ot  common  life,  who  have  some- 
thing of  that  coarseness  of  make  which  is  doubtless 
derived  fix)m  the  sinful  and  gigantic  race  of  the  ante- 
diluvians." 

**  Well,  say  on,  man,"  quoth  Charles.  **  Didst  thou 
not  discover  this  sylph  to  be  a  mere  mortal  wench 
after  ain" 

"  Who  1-1,  my  liege  1-0  fie !" 

**  Nay,  little  gentleman,  do  not  be  so  particularly 
scandanzed,"  said  the  King ;  "  I  promise  you  I  sus- 
pect you  of  no  audacity  of  gallantry." 

"Time  wears  fast,"  said  the  Duke  of  Ormond.  im- 
patiently, and  looking  at  his  watch.  " Chifiinchhath 
been  gone  ten  minutes,  and  ten  minutes  will  bring  him 
back." 

"  True,"  said  Charles  gravely.  "  Come  to  the  point, 
Hudson ;  and  tell  us  what  this  female  has  to  do  with 
your  coming  hither  in  this  ezlraordidarymanner." 

"Every  tning,  my  lord,"  said  little  Mudson.  **I 
saw  her  twice  during  my  confinement  in  Newgate, 
and,  in  my  thought,  she  is  the  very  angel  who  guards 
my  life  and  welfare ;  for,  after  mv  acquittal,  aa  I 
walked  towards  the  city  with  t^  tali  gentlemen,  who 
had  been  in  trouble  along  with  me,  and  just  while  we 
stood  to  our  defence  agamst  a  rascally  mob,  and  just 
as  i  had  taken  possession  of  an  elevated  situation  to 
have  some  vantage  against  the  great  odds  of  num- 
ber^ I  heard  a  heavenly  voice  sound,  as  it  were,  from 
a  window  behind  m&  counselling  me  to  take  re^ge 
in  a  certain  house;  to  which  measure  I  readily  per- 
ouaded  my  gallant  friends  the  Peverils,  who  have 
always  shown  themselves  willing  to  be  counselled  by 
me." 

"  Showing  thcrdn  their  wisdom  at  once  and  mo- 

M0  what  blowi  hit  eottoonDen  would  uke  upon  their  bare 
headt,  and  n«ver  look  up  at  it  And  indeed,  notliinr  can  match 
the  xeal  of  Uie  eommon  people  to  «ee  executiont.  The  wont 
ffrivranee  wae  the  exe«atiooer  eominzto  him  fbr  orden,  touch- 
iof  Uie  absemded  memben,  and  to  kdow  where  to  dicpoae  of 
them.  Oiioe,  while  he  was  abroad,  a  cart,  with  tome  or  them, 
eame  into  the  courtyard  of  hi<  houie,  and  frifliied  hit  ladjr 
almost  out  of  her  wlu :  and  she  could  never  be  reconciled  to  the 
dor  hangman'*  aayinr  he  eame  to  «peak  with  hit  master.  Thete 
are  inconvenieocei  that  attend  the  nations  of  public  maa  istracr, 
■ml  are  necessary  to  be  heme  with,  ai  macistraoy  iteeirn  neces' 
auy.  I  have  now  no  more  to  say  of  any  iocideots  duriof  the 
•hrWivalty ;  but  that,  at  the  year's  end,  he  delivered  ud  hjs 
charges  to  his  successor  in  like  manner  as  he  had  received  them 
ftom  hit  predeoeaaor ;  and.  having  reinstated  his  flunily,  he  lived 
well  and  euy  ai  his  own  house,  as  he  did  befora  ttwae  diaairb- 
■Booi  IMt  him  oat  of  order." 


desty^"  said  the  King.    *But  what  chanced  next? 
Be  bnef— be  like  thytelf,  man." 

"For  a  time,  sire,"  said  the  dwarf,  "it  seemed  aa 
if  I  were  not  the  principal  object  of  attention.  First, 
the  younger  Peveril  was  withdrawn  from  us  by  a 
gentleman  of  venerable  appearance,  though  some- 
what smacking  of  a  Puritan,  having,  boots  of  neat's 
leather,  and  wearing  bis  weapon  without  a  sword- 
knot.  Whei)  Master  Julian  returned,  he  informed  tia, 
for  the  first  time,  that  we  were  in  the  power  of  a  body 
of  armed  fanatica  who  werci  as  the  poet  says,  i^rompt 
for  direful  act.  And  your  Majesty  will  remark,  tliat 
both  father  and  son  were  in  some  measure  desperate, 
and  disregardful  from  that  moment  of  the  assurances 
which  I  gave  them  that  the  star  which  I  was  bound 
to  worship,  would,  in  her  own  time,  shine  forth  id 
signal  of  our  safety.  May  it  please  your  Mojesty,  m 
answer  to  my  hilarious  exhortations  Yo  confidence, 
the  father  did  out  say  tush,  aud  the  son  psh^w,  which 
showed  how  men's  prudence  and  manners  are  dis- 
turbed by  affliction.  Nevertheless,  these  two  gentle- 
men, the  PeveriU,  forming  a  strong  opinion  of  tha 
necessity  there  was  to  break  forth,  were  it  only  to 
convey  a  knowledge  of  these  dangerous  passages  to 
your  Majesty,  commenced  an  assault  on  the  door  of 
the  apartment,  I  also  assisting  with  the  strength 
which  Heaven  hath  given,  and  some  threescore  years 
have  left  me.  We  could  not,  as  it  unhappily  proved, 
manage  our  attempt  so  silently,  but  that  our  guards 
overheard  us,  and,  entering  in  numbers,  separated  us 
from  each ,  other,  and  compelled  my  companions,  at 
point  of  pike  and  poniard,  to  go  to  some  other  and 
more  distant  apartment,  thus  separating  our  fair  so- 
ciety. I  was  again  enclosed  in  the  now  solitary  cham- 
ber, and  I  will  own  that  I  felt  a  certain  depression  of 
soul. ,  But  when  bale  is  at  highest,  as  the  poet  singeth, 
boot  is  at  nighest,  for  a  door  of  nope  was  suddenly 

"In  the  name  of  God,  my  lie^"  said  the  Duke  of 
Ormond,  "  let  this  poor  creature's  storv  be  translated 
into  the  language  of  common  sense  by  some  of  tha 
scribblers  of  romances  about  Court,  and  we  may  ba 
able  to  make  meaning  of  it." 

Geofirey  Hudson  looked  with  a  Aowning  counte- 
nance of  reproof  upon  the  impatientold  Irish  nobleman, 
and  said,  with  a  very  dignified  aif,  "That  one  duka 
upon  a  poor  gentleman's  hand  was  enough  at  a  time, 
and  that,  but  for  his  present  engagement  and  de- 
pendency with  the  Duke  of  Buckmgham,  he  would 
have  endured  no  such  terms  firom  the  Duike  of  Or- 
mond." 

"Abate  your  valour,  and  diminish  your  choler. 
at  our  request,  most  puissant  Sir  Geofllrey  Hudson," 
said  the  Xing;  "and  forgive  the  Duke  of  Ormond 
for  my  sake :  out  at  all  events  go  on  with  your  story?' 

GeofTrey  Hudson  laid  his  hand  on  his  bosom,  and 
bowed  in  proud  and  dignified  submission  to  his  Sove- 
reign s  then  waved  his^  forgiveness  gracefullv  to  Or- 
mond, accompanied  with  a  horrible  grin,  which  he  . 
designed  for  a  smile  of  gracious  forgiveness  and  con- 
ciliation. "  Under  the  Duke's  favour,  then,"  he  pro- 
ceeded, "when  I  said  the  door  of  hope  was  opened  to 
nie,  ]  meant  a  door  behind  the  tapestry,  from  whence 
issued  that  fair  visiou— yet  not  so  fair  as  lustrously 
dark,  like  the  beauty  of  a  continental  nighty  where 
the  cloudless  azure  sky  shrouds  us  in  a  veil  mora 
lovely  than  that  of  day  l—But  I  note  your  Majesty's 
impatience ;— enough.  I  followed  my  beautifuf  guide 
into  an  apartment,  where  there  lay,  strangely  inirir- 
mtngled,  warlike  arms  and  musical  instruments 
Amongst  these  I  saw  my  own  late  place  of  temporary 
obacunty—a  violoncello.  To  my  astonishment,  she 
turned  around  the  instrument,  and  opening  it  behind 
by  pressure  of  a  spring,  showed  that  it  was  filled  with 

f>istol8,  daggers  and  ammunition  made  up  in  bando- 
eers.  'These,'^  she  said,  'are  this  night  destined  to 
surprise  the  Court  of  the  unwyy  Chsrles'— your  Ma- 
jesty must  pardon  my  using  her  own  words;  *but  if 
thou  darest  go  in  tneir  stead,  thou  mayst  be  the 
saviour  of  king  and  kingdoms ;  if  thou  art  afraid,  keep 
a  secret,  I  myself  will  try  the  adventure.'  Now,  may 
Heaven  forbid,  that  G«ofircy  Hudson  were  crnven 
enough,  said  I,  to  let  thee  run  such  a  ris^  Vou 
know  not—you  cannot  know,  what  belongs  to  audi 
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ambuscades  and  conoealTneat^—I  am  accustomed  to 
rhem— have  lurked  ia  the  pocket  of  a  giani,  and 
lia  ve  formed  the  contents  of  a  pasty.  '  Get  in,  theUt* 
vhe  said,  *  and  lose  no  time.'  Nev^ertbeless,  while  I 
prepared  to  obey,  I  will  not  deny  tliat  some  cold 
apprehensions  came  over  my  hot  valour,  and  I  con- 
fessed to  her.  if  it  might  so  be,  I  would  rather  find 
my  way  to  tne  palace  on  my  own  f<pet.  But  she 
would  not  listen  to  me,  saying  hastily,  *I  would 
.be  intercepted,  or  refused  admittance,  and  ttiat  1 
mast  embrace  the  means  she  oflered  me  of  intro- 
duction into  the  presence,  and  when  there,  tell  the 
King  to  be  on  his  guard— little  more  is  necessary; 
for  once  the  scheme  is  known  it  becomes  desperate. 
Rashly  and  boldly,  I  bid  adieu  to  the  daylight  which 
was  then  fading  away.  She  withdrew  the  contents 
of  the  instrument  destined  for  my  concealment,  and 
having  put  them  behind  the  chimney- board,  intro- 
duced nvb  in  their  room.  As  she  clasped  me  in^  1 
imploml  her  to  warn  the  men  who  were  to  be  in- 
trusted with  me,  to  take  heed  and  keep  the  neck  of 
the  violoncello  uppermost :  but  ere  I  had  completed 
my  request,  I  found  I  was  left  alone,  and  in  darkness. 
Presently,  two  or  three  fellows  entered,  whom,  by 
their  language,  which  I  in  some  sort  understood,  J 
.perceivecT to  be  Germans,  and  under  the  influence  of 
the  Duke  of  Buckingham.  I  heard  them  receive  from 
the  leader  a  charge  how  they  were  to  deport  them- 
Belvefl,  when  they  should  assbme  the  concealed  arms 
—and— fori  will  do  the  Duke  no  wrong— I  understood 
their  orders  were  precise,  not  only  to  spare  the  person 
of  the  King,  but  also  those  of  the  courtiers,  and  to 
protect  all  who  might  be  in  the  presence  against  an 
irruption  of  the  fanatics.  In  other  respectb,  they  had 
charge  to  disarm  >the  gentleman-pensioners  in  the 
guard-roomj  and,  in  finci  to  obtain  the  command  of  the 
Court." 

The  King  looked  disconcerted  and. thoughtful  tt 
this  communication,  and  bade  Lord  Arlington  see  that 
Selby  quietly  made  search  into  the  contents  of  the 
other  cases  which  had  been  brought  as  containing 
musical  instruments.  He  then  signed  to  the  dwarf 
to  proceed  in  Ills  story,  asking  him  agam  and  again, 
ana  very  solemnly,  whether  he  was  sure  thathe  beard 
the  Duke's  name  mentioned,  as  commanding  or  ap- 
proving this  action. 

The  dwarf  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

"This,**  said  the  Kiug,  "iscarryiog  the  frolic  some- 
what for." 

The  dwarf  proceeded  to  state,  that  he  was  carried 
after  his  metdmoiphosie  into  the  chapel,  where  be 
heard  the  preacher  seemingly  about  the  close  of  bis 
hsrangue,  the  tenor  of  which  he  also  mentioned. 
Words,  he  said,  could  not  express  the  agony  which 
he  felt  when  he  found  that  his  bearer,  in  placing  the 
instrument  in  a  corner,  was  about  to  invert  its  posi- 
tion, in  which  case,  he  said,  human  frailty  might  have 
proved  too  great  for  love,  for  loyalty,  lor  true  obe- 
dience, nay,  for  the  fear  of  death,  which  was  Kke  to 
ensue  00  discovery ;  and  he  concluded,  that  he  greatly 
doubted  he  could  not  have  stood  on  his  head  for  many 
minutes  without  scrcamihg  aloud. 

"I  could  not  have  blamed  you,*'  said  the  King; 
'placed  in  such  a  posture  in  the  royal  oak,  I  must 
J  ^8  have  roared  myself.— Is  this  all  you  have  to 
\.tl  us  of  this  strange  conspiracy  1"  Sir  Geoffrey 
Hudson  replied  in  the  aflftrmativa  and  the  King  pre- 
sently subioin«l— "  Go  my  nttle  friend,  your  services 
shall  not  be  forgotten.  Since  thou  hast  crept  into 
the  bowels  of  a  fiddle  for  our  service,  we  are  Dound, 
in  duty  and  conscience,  to  find  you  a  more  roomy 
dwelling  in  future." 

"It  was  a  violoncello,  if  your  Migesty  is  pleased  to 
remember,  said  the  little  jealous  man,  **  not  a  com- 
mon fiddle;  though,  for  your  Majesty's  setvice,  I 
would  have  crept  even  into  a  kit." 

^•Whatever  of  that  nature  could  have  been  pcr- 
lormed  by  any  subject  of  ours,  thou  wouldst  have  en- 
acted in  our  behau— oi  that  we  hold  ourselves  cer- 
tain. Withdraw  for  a  little;  and  hark  ye,  for  the 
present,  beware  what  you  say  about  this  matter.  Let 
7our  appearance  oe  considered— do  you  mark  me— as 
•  frolic  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham ;  and  not  a  word 
of  conspiracy" 


Were  it  noi^  better  to  put  6im  under  atnoe  restnist 
sirer*  said  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  when  Hudson  M 
left  the  room. 

*'  It  is  unnecessary,"  said  the  King.  *'  I  remembsr 
the  little  wretch  or  old.  Fortune,  to  make  faun  the 
model  of  absurdity,  has  closed  a  most  lofty  aoql 
withm  that  httle  miserable  carcass.  For  wieUiiiig 
bis  sword  and  keeping  bis  word,  he  is  a  perfect  Dob 
Quixote  in  decimo-octava  He  shall  be  taken  cats 
of-^But,  oddsfish,  my  lords,  is  not  thislieak  of  Butkf 
ingham  too  villanous  and  ungrateful  '<" 

He  had  not  had  the.  means  of  being  so,  bad  ytm 
Majesty,"  said  the  puke  of  Ormond,  **beeB  lesa  W^ 
nieiit  on  other  occasions." 

"My  lord,  my  lord,"  said  Charles,  hastily— '*  |«ar 
lordship  is  Buckingham's  l^nown  enemy — we  wS 
take  otner  and  more  impartial  co«nsel.~Ariingto^ 
what  think  you  of  all  this  T' 

"May  it  please  your  Majesty,^'  said  Ariinsion,  "I 
think  the  thing  is  absolutely  impossible,  unless  tss 
Duke  has  had  tome  quarref  with  yoar  Mcgeaty,  flf 
which  we  know  nothing.  His  Grace  is  very  tUgfa^ 
doubtless,  but  this  seems  actual  insanity." 

"Why,  faith/'  said  the  King,  "some  words  passed 
betwixt  08  this  jnomiq^— his  Duchess  it  aeems  ii 
dead— and  to  lose  no  time,  his  Grace  had  esse  Ui 
eyes  about  for  means  of  lepamng  the  kisa,  sod  bad 
the  assurance  to  ask  our  consent  to  woo  my  niecs 
Lachr  Apne." 

**  Which  your  Majesty  of  course  rgected  V  snid  the 
statesman. 

"  And  not  without  jebuking  his  sssonno^"  added 
the  King. 

"In  private  sir,  or  bsfora  any  witness 7*  said  dit 
Duke  of  Ormond. 

"Before  no  mie,  said  the  King,r- 


deed,  little  Cbif&nch ;  and  he; yjoknoiRL  is oo oaa" 
**Bine  aiit  lachrym<t^^  aaid  Ormond.  "J  isoar 
his  Grace  well.  While  the  rebuke  of  his  a^ponMf 
petulance  was  a  matter  betwist  your  M^jt^f  sad 
him^  be  might  have  let  it  pass  by:  bat  a  check  bs" 
fore  a  fellow  flrom  whom  it  was  likely  enous^  to 
travel  through  the  Gosrt  was  a  nistier  to  lie  te* 

Here  Selby  came  hastily  from  the  other  room,  tp 
say,  That  his  Grace  of  BudLingham  had  just  entsm 
thej^resence  chamber. 

Irie  King  rose.  "  Let  a  boat  be  m  readiness,  wil 
a  party  of  the  yeomen,"  said  he.  '*7t  mav  he  » 
cessary  to  attach  him  of  treason,  and  sena  ki»  l 
the  Tower." 

"  Should  not  a  Secretary  of  State's  watrani  ht 
prepared  7"  said  Ormond. 

"  No,  my  Lord  Duke,"  aaid  the  King,  shuply.  "^1 
still  hope  that  the  necessity  may  be  svoided. 
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BspoaB  giving  the  reader  an  account  of  the  \ 

ing  betvtdxt  Buckingham  and  his  injured  Soirer«n 
we  may  mention  a  trifling  circumstance  or  two  whia 
took  place  bet^nnxt  his  Grace  and  Chiffinch.  in  ibc 
snort  drive  betwixt  York-Place  and  WhitehmiL 

In  the  outset,  the  Duke  endeavoured  to  learn  ttom 
the  courtier  the  special  cause  of  his  being  sumroooed 
so  hastily  to  the  Court.  Chiffinch  answered,  caa* 
tiously,  tnat  he  believed  there  were  some  gambob 
going  forward)  at  which  the  King  desired  the  Doke^ 
presence. 

This  did  not  quite  satisfy  Buckragham,  for,  eoo- 
scious  of  hia  own  harsh  purpose,  he  could  not  but  ap> 
prebend  discovery.  After-  a  momenifs  siiencs, 
^^Chi^nch"  he  said,  abruptly,  "did  you  mentioa  lo 
any  one  what  the  Kiiig  said  to  me  thia  momios 
touchimtthe  Lady  Anne  1" 

"MyHLord  Duke,"  said  Chiffinch,  heaitsnift 
"surely  my  duty  to  the  Kmg^my  renpect  to  jam 


"You  mentioned  it  to  no  one,  then 7"  said  dw 
Duke,  sternly.  ,     . 

"To  no  one,"  replied  Chiffinch,  famtly,  for  he  irat 
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intimidated  by  tbe  Duke's  increasing  severity  of 
manner. 

"  Yuu  lie.  like  a  scoundrel  V  said  the  Duke— "You 
told  Christian  r 

"  Vour  Grace,*'  said  Chiffinch—"  your  Grace— your 
Grace  ou^jiit  to  remember  that  I  told  you  Christian's 
secret,  that  the  Countess  of  Derby  was  come  up. ' 

"And  you  think  the  one  point  of  treachery  may 
Dftlance  lor  ttie  other  1  Hut  no.  I  must  have  a  better 
Uonement.  Be  assured  I  will  blow  your  brains  out, 
ure  you  leave  this  carriage  unless  you  tell  me  the 
Initfi  of  this  messa^  from  Court" 

As  Chiffiach  hesitatsd  what  reply  to  make,  a  man, 
irho,  by  the  blaze  of  the  torches,  then  always  borne, 
IS  well  by  tbe  lackeys  who  hung  behind  the  carriage, 
18  by  the  footmen  who  ran  by  the  side,  miglit  easily 
lee  who  sat  in  the  coach,  approached,  and  sung  in  a 
leep  manly  voice,  the  burden  of  ah  old  f<Yench  song 
m  the  battle  of  Marignan,  in  which  is  imitated  the 
Monnan  French  of  tlie  defeated  Swiss  — 

«i  2v„f  ggt  MrJDft 
£«  timelon, 
Tnue$t  merlon 

BelGM.** 

*  I  am  betrayed^"  said  the  Duke,  who  instantly 
soBceived  that  this  chorus,  expressing  **aU  is  lost," 
VMS  sung  by  one  of  his  faithful  agents,  as  a  hint  to 
una  that  thcar  machinations  were  oisoovered. 

£fe  attempted  to  throw  himself  from  the  carriage; 
mt  Chiffincb  held  him  with  a  firm,  though  respectful 
^sp.  "Do  not  destroy  yourseU^  ray  lord,"  he  said, 
II  a  (one  ef  deep  humiCty—"  there  are  soldiers  and 
officers  of  the  peace  around  the  carriage,  to  enforce 
rour  Grace's  coming  to  Whitehall,  and  to  prevent 
rour  escai^  To  attempt  it  would  be  to  confess  guilt  i 
und  I  advise  you  strongly  against  that—the  King  is 
rour  friend— be  vour  own," 

The  Duke,  after  a  moment's  consideration,  sakl 
uUenlv,  "  I  believe  you  are  right.  Why  should  I  fly, 
vhen  I  am  guilty  of  nothing  ^ut  sending  some  fire- 
works to  entertain  the  Court,  instead  of  a  concert  of 
nusic  7" 

**  And  the  dwar^  who  came  so  unexpectedly  out  of 
ba  bass-viol" — - 

^  Was  a  maslung  device  of  my  own,  Chiflinch," 
laia  the  Duke,  though  tbe  circumstance  was  then 
Irst  known  to  him.  "  Chiffinch,  you  will  bind  me 
br  ever,  if  you  will  permit  me  to  have  a  minute's 
oaversaiion  with  Christian." 
.**  With  Christian,  my  lord  1— Where  could  you  find 
lim  7— Vvu  are  awar^  we  must  go  straight  on  to  the 
:ourt." 

''  True,"  said  the  Duke,  "  but  I  think  I  cannot  miai 
lading  him ;  and  you,  master  Chiffinch,  are  no  officer, 
.od  have  no  warrant  either  to  detain  me  prisoner,  or 
revent  my  speaking  to  whom  X  please." 

Chiffinch  replied,  *  My  Lord  Duke,  your  genius  is 

0  great,  and  your  escapes  so  nunierous,  that  it  will  be 
rom  no  wish  of  ray  own  if  I  all  forced  to  hurt  a 
Mn  so  skilful  and  so  popular." 

**  Nav,  then,  there  is  life  in  it  yet,"  said  the  Duke, 
jid  whistled:  when,  from  beside  the  little  cutler's 
ooth,  with  which  the  reader  is  acquainted,  appeared, 
nddenly,  Master  Christian,  and  was  in  a  moment  at 
he  side  of  the  coach.  "  Ganz  iat  verlaren,"  said 
be  Duke. 

/I  know  it,"  said  Christian;  *'and  all  our  godly 
aands  are  dispersed  upon  the  news.  Lucky  the 
kHonel  and  these  German  rascals  gave^  hint.  All 
i«af(3 — Ywi^o  to  Court— Hark  ye  I  win  follow." 

**  Vou,  Chnstian  7  that  would  be  more  friendly  than 
rise." 

"Why,  what  is  there  aeainst  me  7"  said  Christian. 

1  am  innocent  as  the  child  unbom-^so  is  your  Grace, 
iiere  is  but  one  creature  who  can  bear  witness  to 
w  guilt ;  but  I  irust  to  bring  her  on  the  stage  in  our 
ivour— besides,  if  I  went  not,  I  should  presently  be 
snt  far." 

"Tlie  fandliar  of  whom  I  have  heard  you  speak,  I 
vairant?" 

"Hark  In  yoar  ear  again." 

"1  understand,"  said  the  Duke,  "and  will  delay 
Ifastcr  Chiffinch,— for  he.  you  must  know,  is  my 
Midoctor,— no  longer.— Well,  Chiffinch,  let  them 


drive  on.— Vb^e  la  Galeref*  he  exclaimed  as  the  ' 
carriage  went  onward ;  "  1  have  sailed  through  worse 
perils  than  this  yet." 

*'  It  is  not  for  me  to  judge  said  Chiffinch :  '^  your 
Grace  is  a  bold  commander ;  and  Christian  hath  the 

cunning  of  the  devil  for  a  pilot;  but ^However,  I 

remain  your  Grace's  poor  friend,  and  will  heartily 
roJoioR  in  your  extrication." 

^*  Give  me  a  proof  of  your  friendship,"  said  the 
Duke.  "Tell  me  what  yon  know  of  Christian'^ 
familiar,  as  he  calls  her." 

**I  believe  it  to  be  the  same  dancing  wench  who 
came  with  Empson  to  my  house  on  the  morning  that 
Mistress  Alice  msde  her  escape  from  us.  But  yoa 
have  seen  her,  my  lord  7" 

•*  1 7"  said  the  Duke :  "  when  did  I  see  her  7'* 

/*  She  was  employedf  bv  Christian,  I  believe,  to  set 
his  niece  at  liberty,  when  ne  found  himself  obliged  to 
gratify  his  fanatical  brothcr-in-Jaw,  by  restoring  hit 
child :  besides  being  prompted  bv  a  pnvate  desire,  as 
I  thina,  of  bantering  your  Grace?' 

**  Unfit>h !  I  suspected  so  much.  I  will  fepav  it,"  said 
the  Duke.  "But  firet  to  get  out  of  this  dilemma.— 
That  little  Numidian  witch,  then,  was  his  familiar} 
and  she  joined  in  the  plot  to  tantalize  me7— Bol 
here  we  reach  Whitehall.- Now,  Chiffinch,  be  no 
worse  than  thy  word,  and— now,  Buckingham,  be 
thyself!" 

But  ere  we  follow  Buckingham  into  the  presence 
where  he  had  so  difficult  a  part  to  sustain,  mpuy  not 
be  amiss  to  follow  Christian  after  his  bn^  Ion  versa- 
tion  with  him.  On  re-entering  the  honse,  which  he 
did  by  a  c'u>cuitous  passage,leadingfrora  a  distant  alley, 
and  through  several  courts,  Christian  hastened  to 
a  low  matted  apartment,  in  which  Bridgenorth  sar 
alone,  reading  the  Bible  by  the  light  of  a  small  brazea 
lama  with  the  utmost  serenity  of  countenance. 

"  Have  you  dismissed  the  Peverils  7"  sakl  Christian, 
hastily. 

'*I  have,"  said  the  Major. 

"And  upon  what  pledge— that  they  will  not  cany 
information  against  you  to  Whitehall  r ' 

**  They  gave  me  their  promise  voluntarily,  when  I 
showed  them  our  armed  mends  were  dismissed.  To- 
morrow, I  believe,  it  is  their  purpose  to  lodge  informa- 
tions." 

"And  why  not  to-night,  I  pray  yonl"  said  Chris* 
tian. 

"  Because  they  allow  us  that  time  for  escape." 

"  Why,  then,  do  you  not  avail  yourself  of  it  1 
Wherefore  are  you  here  7"  said  Christian. 

"Nay,  rather,  ivhy  do  you  not  fly 7"  said  Bridge- 
north.    "Of  a  surety,  you  are  as  deeply  engaged 

V  Brother  Bridgenorth,  I  am  the  fox.  who  knows  a 
hundred  modes  of  deceivinjs  the  hounds ;  you  are  the 
deer,  whose  sole  resource  is  in  hasty  flight.  There- 
fore lose  no  time— begone  to  the  country— or  rather, 
2edekiah  Fish's  vessel,  the  Good  Hope,  lies,  in  the 
river,  bound  for  Massachusetts— take  the  wings  of 
the  morning,  and  b^one— she  can  fall  down  to 
Graveaend  with  the  tide." 

"  And  leave  to  thee,  brother  Christian,'*  said  Bndg9f 
north,  "  the  charge  of  my  fortune  and  my  daughter  t 
No,  brother ;  my  opinion  of  your  good  faith  must  be 
re-established  ere  2  again  trust  thee." 

"  Go  thy  ways,  then,  for  a  suspicious  fool,"  said 
Christian,  suppressing  his  stronjg  desire  to  use  lan- 
guage more  offensive;  "or  rather  stay  where  thoa 
art,  and  take  thy  chance  of  the  gallows!" 

**It  is  appointed  to  all  men  to  die  onca"  said 
Bridgenorth ;  "  my  life  hath  been  a  living  death.  My 
fairest  boughs  have  been  stripped  by,the  axe  of  the 
forester— that  which  survives  must  if  it  shall  blos- 
som, be  grafted  elsewhere  and  at  a  distance  froor.  my 
aged  trunk.  The  sooner,  then,  the  root  feels  the  axe, 
the  stroke  is  more  welcome.  I  had  been,  pleased, 
indeed,  had  I  been  called  tu  briniging  yonder  licentious 
Court  to  a  purer  character,  and^relieving  the  yoke  of 
the  suffering  people  of  God,  ^h at  youth  too^-son  to 
that  precious  woman,  to  whom  I  owe  the  last  tie 
that  feebly  links  my  wearied  spirit  to  humanity— could 
I  have  travailed  with  him  in  the  good  cause  I— But 
that  with  all  my  other  hopes,  is  broken  for  ever ;  and 
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8mcc  I  am  not  worthy  to  be  aniostniment  in  so  gieat 
a  work,  1  have  Utile  ciesire  to  abide  longer  in  ihiavale 
of  sorrow." 

"  Farewell,  then,  desponding  fool  !*'  said  Christian, 
unable,  .with  all  his  calmness,  any  longer  to  suppress 
his  contempt  for  the  resigned  ana  hopeless  predesti- 
uarian.  "  That  fate  should  have  clogged  me  with 
such  confederates !"  he  muttered,  as  he  left  the  apart- 
ment—*'  this  bigoted  fool  is  now  nearly  irreclaimable 
I  —I  must  to  Zarah ;  for  she,  or  no  one,  must  /arry  us 
through  these  straits.  If  I  can  but  soothe  her  sullen 
temper,  and  excite  her  vanity  to  action,— betwixt  her 
address,  the  King*s  partiality  for  the  Duke^  Bucking- 
ham's matchless  enrontery,  and  my  own  hand  upon 
the  helm,  we  may  yet  weather  the  tempest  that  dark- 
ens around  us.  But  what  we  do  must  be  hastily 
done." 

In  another  apartment  he  found  theperson  he  sought 
~the  same  who  visited  the  Duke  of  Buckingham's 
baram,  and,  having  relieved  Alice  Bridgenortn  from 
her  confinement  there,  had  occupied  her  phice,  as  baa 
been  already  narrated,  or  rather  mtimated.  She  was 
now  much  more  plainlv  attired  than  when  she  had 
tantalized  the  Duke  with  her  presence;  but  her  dress 
had  still  something  of  the  Onental  character,  which 
corresponded  with  the  dark  complexion  and  quick 
eye  of  the  wearer.  She  had  the  kerchief  at  her  eyes 
as  Christian  entered  the  apartment,  but  suddenly 
withdrew  it,  and,  flashing  on  him  a  glance  of  scorn 
ind  indianation.  asked  him  what  he  meant  by  in- 
trudingMhere  his  company  was  aldce  unsought  for 
and  undlsired. 

"A  proper  question,*'  said  Christian,  "from  a  slave 
to  her  master  r 

"  Rather  say,  a  proper  question,  and  of  all  ques- 
tions the  most  proper,  from  a  mistress  to  her  slave ! 
Know  you  not,  that  from  the  hour  in  which  you 
discovered  your  inetiabla  baseness,  you  have  made 
me  mistress  of  your  lot  7  While  you  seemed  but  a 
demon  of  vengeance,  you  commanded  terror,  and  to 
good  purpose ;  but  such  a  foul  fiend  as  thou  hast 
of  late  shown  thyself--6uch  a  very  worthless,  base 
trickster  of  the  devil— such  a  sordid  grovelling  imp 
of  perdition,  can  gain  nothing  but  scorn  from  a  soul 
like  mine." 

"  Gallantly  mouthed,"  said  Christian,  **  and  with 
good  emphasis." 

'*Ye&"  answered  Zarah,  "I  can  speak— some- 
tiraeft— I  can  also  be  route ;  and  that  no  one  kn6ws 
better  than  thou." 

"Thou  art  a  spoiled  child,  Zarah,  and  dost  but 
abuse  the  indulgence  I  entertain  for  your  freakish 
humour,"  replied  Christian  :  "  thy  wits  have  been 
disturbed  since. 6ver  yeu  landed  in  England,  and  all 
for  the  sake  of  one  who  cares  for  thee  no  more  than 
for  the  most  worthless  object  who  walks  the  streets, 
amongst  whom  he  IcA  you  to  engage  in  a  brawl  for 
one  he  loved  better." 

"It  is  no  matter,"  said  Zarah,  obviously  repressing 
very  bitter  emotion ;  "  it  signifies  not  that  he  loves 
another  better  :»there  is  none-^no,  none— that  evqr 
did  or  can  love  him  so  well." 

"  I  pity  you,  Zarah !"  said  Christian,  with  some 
•com. ^ 

"  I  deserve  your  pity,"  she  replied,  "were  your  pity 
worth  my  accepting.  Whorti  navel  to  thank  for  my 
wretchedness  but  you  7— You  bred  me  up  in  thirst  of 
vengeance,  ere  I  knew  that  good  and  evil  were  any 
thing  better  than  names;— to  gain  your  applause,  and 
to  cratify  the  vanity  you  had  excited,  I  have  for  years 
unofergone  a  penance,  from  which  a  thousand  would 
have  shrunk." 

"  A  thousand,  Zarah !"  answered  Christian ;  "  ay, 
a  hundred  thousand,  and  a  million  to  boot ;  the  crea- 
ture is  not  on  earth,  beins  mere  mortal  woman,  that 
would  have  undergone  the  thirtieth  part  of  thy  self- 
danial." 

"  I  believe  it,"  said  Zarah,  drawing  up  her  slight 
hut  elegant  figure ;  "  I  believe  it— I  have  gone  through 
d  trial  that  few  indeed  could  have  sustained.  I  have 
renounced  the  dear  intercourse  of  my  kind ;  compelled 
my  tongue  only  to  utter,  like  that  of  a  spy,  the  know- 
ledge which  my  ear  had  only  collected  as  a  base  eaves- 


dropper. This  1 1  ave  d  >ne  for  years— Ibr  yeait-aod 
all  lor  the  sake  of  your  private  applause — and  toe 
hope  of  vengi^ance  on  a  woman,  who,  if  abe  d|ut  ill 
in  murdering  my  father,  has  been  bitterly  repaid  by 
nourishing  a  serpent  in  her  bosom,  that  haH  the.  loodi, 
but  not  the  deafened  ear,  of  the  adder." 

"  Well-well-well,"  reiterated  Chriaflan  ;  ."aad 
had  you  not  your  reward  in  my  approbation-4D  thi 
consciousness  of  your  own  unequalled  dexterity— fcf 
which,  superior  to  any  thing  of  thy  sex  that  hisioiy 
has  ever  known,  you  endured  what  woman  new 
before  endured,  insolence  without  notice,  adnmaiiioQ 
without  answer,  and  sarcasm  without  reply  1" 

"  Not  without  reply  I"  said  Zarah,  fiercely.  **  Gan 
not  Nature  to  my  feelings  a  course-oif  ezpresaion  iimr 
impressive  than  words?  and  did  not  those  tremble  tf 
my  shrieks,  who  would  have  little  minded  my  c»> 
treaties  or  my  compfaints  ?  And  my  proud  lady,  wk 
sauced  her  charidds  with  the  taunts  she  thooght  I 
heard  not— ahe  was  justly  paid  by  the  passing  of  hr 
dearest  and  most  secret  concerns  into  the  hands  of 
her  mortal  enemy;  and  the  vain  Earl— yot  be  watt 
thing  as  insignificant  aa  the  plume  that  nodded  in  hv 
cap ;  and  the  maidens  and  ladies  who  taunted  me* 
I  had,  or  can  easily  have,  my  revenge  upon  tbes. 
But  there  is  one,"  she  added,  looking  upward,  '*iib 
nevet  taunted  me;  one  whose  generous  feelmgscorif 
treat  the  poor  dumb  girl  even  as  his  sister  ;  who  neis 
spoke  word  of  her  but  it  was  to  excuse  or  defend— mi 
you  tell  me  I  must  not  Idve  him,  and  that  it  is  otai 
ness  to  love  him  \— I  will  be  hiad  then,  for  1  wfll  low 
him  till  the  latest  breath  of  my  life !" 

"Think  but  an  instant,  silly  girl — silly  but  in  on 
respect,  since  in  all  othen  thou  mayst  brave  the  woril 
of  women.  Think  that  I'have  proposed  to  thee;  At 
the  loss  of  this  hopeless  affection,  a  career  so  kri* 
liant  '.—Think  only  that  it  rests  with  thysetf  (o  be  tks 
wife— the  wedded  wife— of  the  princely  Buekiniifcaml 
Witlj  my  talenta— with  thy  wh  and  beaniy— wicfc  tit 
passionate  love  of  these  attributes — a  snort  epaea 
might  rank  you  among  England's  Pincesses.— Be 
but  guided  by  me— he  is  now  at  a  deadly  pasa—neete 
every  assistance  to  retrieve  his  fortunea—abare  alL 
that  which  we  alone  can  render  him.  Pot  jfntnm 
under  my  conduct,  and  not  fate  itself  AuJEi  pnrfeni 
your  wearing  a  Duchess's  cor6net" 

"  A  coronet  of  thistle-down,  entwined  whb  dnrtb 
leaves,"  said  Zarah.—*'  I  know  not  a  sli|ehler  tbi^ 
than  your  Buckingham !  I  saw  him  at  yoor  reqae^- 
saw  him  when,  as  a  man,  he  should  have  shown  l» 
self  generous  and  noble— I  stood  the  proof  at  yoar^ 
sire,  for  I  laugh  at  those  dangers  from  which  ihepos 
blushing  wallers  of  my  sex  shrink  and  widMBi* 
themselves.  What  did  I  find  him  7— a  poor  waverks 
voluptuary— his  nearest  attempt  to  passion  iakt  m 
fire  on  a  wretched  stubble-field,  that  may  sf  ~  ~ 
deed,  or  smoke,  but  can  neither  warm  nor 
Christian  I  were  his  coronet  at  my  feet  this  i 
I  would  sooner  tal^  up  a  crown  of  gilded 
bread,  than  extend  Tny  hand  to  raJae  it/* 

"  You  are  mad.  Zarah— with  all  your  taste  and  tal* 
ent,  you  are  utferly  mad  1  But  let  Buckingham  n« 
—Do  you  owe  me  nothing  on  this  emergency !— ff»» 
thing  to  one  who  pescuedyou  from  the  cruelty  of  yoar 
owner,  the  posture-master,  to  place  vou  in  ease  wai 
affluence  7" 

"  Christian,"  she  replied,  "  I  owe  you  mtich.  Halt 
not  felt  I  did  so,  I  would,  as  I  have  been  often  tempail 
to  do,  have  denounced  thee  to  the  fierce  Coupttsa 
who  would  have  gibbeted  yoo  on  her  feudal  walls  if  , 
Castle  Rushin,  and  hid  your  family  seek  redress  ttam  i 
the  eagles,  that  woula  long  since  hare  thatched  ibeir 
nest  with  your  hau:,  and  £ed  their  young  oapreysvill, 
your  flesh.^* 

"  I  am  truly  glad  you  have  had  so  nnich  foriMsanMl. 
for  me,"  answered  Christian. 

"  I  have  it,  in  truth  and  in  sincority,"  replied  ZanB 
— •*  Not  for  your  benefits  to  me— such  as  they  w«% 
they  were  every  one  interested,  and  conferred  torn 
the  most  selfish  considerations.  I  haveoverpaid  thai 
a  thousand  times  by  the  devotion  to  your  «A 
which  I  have  dienlayed  at  the  greatest  peisonal  nJL 
But  till  of  late  I  respected  your  powers  of  mintf^ 
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ncNir  inimitable  oommaDd  of  passioD— the  force  of 
ntellsct  which  I  have  ever  scan  you  exercise  over  all 
>ther8,  from  the  bigot  Bndgenorth  to  the  debauched 
3uckiDfl;haia-~iii  that,  indeed,  I  have  recognised  my 
nastcr.  * 

"And  thoee  powers." caid  Christian,  ** are  unlimit- 
id  as  ever ;  and  with  thy  assistance,  thou  ahalt  see  the 
itrouKest  meehes  that  the  laws  of  civil  society  ever 
wove  to  limit  the  natural  dignity  of  man,  broke  asun- 
ier  like  the  spider's  web."  ,  ^^^^.^ 

She  paused  and  answered,  "While  a  noble  motive 
ired  thee— ay,  a  noble  motive,  though  irregular— for 
'  was  bom  to  gaze  on  the  sun  which  the  pale  daugh- 
mn  of  Europe  shrink  from--I  could  serve  .thee— I 
sould  have  lollowod,  while  revenge  or  ambition  bad 
{uided  thee—but  love  of  totaWij  and  by  what  means 
icquired  I— What  sympathy  can  I  hold  with  that  1— 
T^ouldst  thou  not  have  pandered  to  the  lust  of  the 
Cng,  though  the  obiect  was  thine  own  orphan  niece? 
-You  smile  ?— Smile  again  when  1  ask  you  whether 
xm.  meant  not  my  own  prostitution,  when  you  charged 
Be  to  remain  in  the  house  of  that  wretched  Buck- 
ngham  ?— Smile  at  tliat  question,  and  by  Heaven  I 
itab  you  to  the  heart  l"  And  she  thrust  her  hand 
a  to  her  bosom,  and  partly  showed  the  hilt  of  a  small 
ioiiiard. 

"And  if  I  smile,"  said  Christian,  "it  is  but  in 
corn  of  so  odbus  an  acfiusaUon.  Girl,  I  wiu  not 
bU  thee  the  reason,  but  there  exists  not  on  earth  the 
iving  thing  over  whose  safety  and  honour  I  would 
»ep  watch  as  over  thine.  Buckingham's  wife, 
adeed,  I  wished  thee;  and  through  thy  own  beauty 
idd  thy  wit,  I  doubted  not  to  bring  the  match  to 
nsa>" 

•'  Vain  flatterer,"  said  Zarah,  yet  seeming  soothed 
iven  by  the  flattery  which  she  scoffed  at,  you  would 
lerauade  me  that  it  was  honourable  love  which  you 

Kpected  the  Duke  was  to  have  offered  n^e.  How 
\tM  you  urge  so  gross  a  deception,  to  which  time, 
»l«ce,  and  circumstance,  gave  the  he  1— How  dare 
rou  now  again  monlion  it,  when  you  well  know. 
hat  at  the  ume  yon  mention,  the  Duchess  was  suU 
nlife?" 

"  In  life,  hut  on  her  deathbed,"  said  Christian ;  "and 
or  time,  place,  and  drcumatance,  had  your  virtue, 
ny  Zarah,  depended  on  these,  how  couldst  thou  have 
»een  the  creature  thou  art?  I  knew  theeall-suffi- 
tient  to  bid  him  defiance— else— for  thou  art  dearer 
o  me  than  thou  thinkest— I  had  not  risked  thee  to 
win  the  Duke  of  Buckingham;  av,  and  the  kingdom 
i  England  to  boot.—So  now,  wilt  thou  be  ruled  and 
po  on  with  me?"  . 

Zarah,  or  FeneUa,  for  our  readers  must  have  been 
ong  aware  of  the  identity  of  these  two  personages, 
mBt  down  her  eyea,  and  was  silent  for  a  lonj;  time. 
'Oi)risiian«"  she  said  at  last,  in  a  solemn  voice,  "  if 
By  ideas  of  risht  and  of  wrong  be  wild  and  incohe- 
tatt  I  owe  it,  first,  to  the  wild  fever  which  my  native 
00  communicated  to  my  veins  ;4iext,  to  my  child- 
lood,  trained  amidst  the  shifts,  tricks,  and  feats  of 
ngglers  and  mountebanks;  and  then,  to  a  youth  of 
raud  /ind  deception,  through  the  course  thou  didst 
•lescnbe  me^  in  which,  I  might,  indeed,/  hear  every 
king,  but  communicate  with  no  one.  The  last  cause 
if  xny  wild  errors,  if  such  they  are,  originates,  0 
Christian,  with  you  alone;  by  wnose  intrigues  1  was 
laced  with  yonder  lady,  and  who  taught  me,  that  to 
■venge  my  father's  death,  was  my  first  great  dut: 
n  earth,  and  thai  I  was  bound  bv  nature  to  hate  am 

rre  her  by  whom  I  was  fed  and  fostered,  though  as 
would  nave  fed  and  caressed  a  dog,  or  anv  other 
no  t«  animal.  I  also  think— for  I  will  deal  fairly  with 
lou — that  you  had  not  so  easily  detected  your  niece, 
pi  (he  child  whose  surprising  agility  was  making 
longer  brutal  mountebank's  fortune ;  nor  so  readily 
idaiced  htm  to  part  with  his  bond-slave,  had  you 
lot,  for  your  own  purposes,,  placed  mo  under  his 
Bharge,  snd  reserved  the  privilege  of  claiming  me 
irhen  you  pleased.  I  could  not,  under  any  other  tui- 
liiiD,  have  identified  myself  with  the  personage  of  a 
Diuta,  which  it  has  been  your  desire  that  I  should  per> 
iicm  through  life." 
**  Yoa  do  mo  injustice,  Zorrh,"  said  Christian—"  I 

I 


foond  you  capabis  of  disohtifin^  to  an  uncommon 
degree,  a  task  necessary  to  the  avenging  of  your  la- 
ther's death— I  oonsecrat^  you  to  it,  as  Iconsecrated 
my  own  life  and  hopes ;  and  yoo  held  the  doty  sacred, 
till  these  mad  feeungs  towards  a  youth  who  loves 
your  cousin" 

"Who— loves— my— cousin  I"  repeated  Zarah,  (for 
we  will  continue  to  call  her  by  her  real  name,)  slowly, 
and  as  if  the  words  dropped  unconsciously  m>m  her 
lips.  "Well— be  it  so!— Man  of  many  wiles,  I  will 
follow  thy  course  lor  a  little,  a  very  little  farther;  but 
take  heed— tease  me  not  with  remonstrances  agnnat 
the  treasure  of  my  secret  thoughts- 1  mean  tr}y  most 
hopeless  affection  to  Julian  Peveril— and  bnng  me 
not  as  an  assistant  to  any  snare  which  you  may  de- 
aign  to  cast  around  him.  You  and  your  Duke  shall 
rue  the  hour  most  bitterly,  in  which  you  provoke  ma. 
Vou  may  suppose  you  have  me  in  your  power;  but 
rememb^,  the  snakes  of  my  burmng  climate  are 
never  so  fatal  as  when  you  grasp  them/' 

"I  care  not  for  these. Peverils,"  said  Christian— ** I 
care  not  for  their  fate  a  poor  straw,  unless  where  it 
bears  on  that  of  the  destined  woman,  whose  hands  are 
red  in  your  father's  blood.  Believe  me,  1  can  divide 
her  fate  and  theirs.  I  will  explain  to  you  how.  And 
for  the  Duke,  he  may  pass  among  men  of  the  town 
for  wit,  and  among  soldiers  for  valour,  among  court- 
iers  for  manners  and  for  fornl ;  and  why.  yrith  his  high 
rank  and  immense  fortune,  you  should  throw  away 
an  opportunity,  which,  as  I  could  now  improvpit" — 

"Speak  not  of  it,"  said  Zarah,  "if  thou  wouldat 
have  our  truce— remember  it  is  no  peace— if,  I  say, 
thou  wouldst  have  our  truce  grow  to  be  an  hour 

owr' 

"This,  then,"  said  Christian,  with  a  last  effort  to 
work  upon  the  vanity  of  this  singular  being,  "is  she 
who  pretended  such,  superioritv  to  human  passion, 
that  she  could  walk  indiierently  and  unmoved  thro* 
the  halls  of  the  prosperous,  and  the  prison  cells  of  the 
captive,  unknowing  and  unknown— sympathizing 
neither  with  the  pleasures  of  the  one,  nor  the  woes 
of  the  other,  but  advancing  with  sure,  though  silenc 
steps,  her  own  plana,  in  despite  and  regardless  ol 

either  I" 

.  "My  own  plans f  said  Zarah—"  TTiy  plans,  Chris- 
tian—thy plans  of  extorting  from  the  surprised  pri- 
soners, means  whereby  to  convict  them— thine  owtk 
plana,  formed  with  those  more  powerful  than  thy- 
self, to  sound  men's  secrets,  and.  by  using  them  as 
matter  of  accusation,  to  keep  up  the  great  deluaion  of 
the  nation." 

"  Such  access  was  indeed  given  you  aa  iny  agent,'' 
said  Christian,  "  and  for  advancing  a  great  national 
change.  Bui  how  did  you  use  it?— to  advance  your 
own  insane  passion."  • 

"  Insane f  said  Zarah— "Had  he  been, less  than 
insane  whom  I  addressed,  he  and  I  had  ere  now  been 
far  from  the  toils  which  you  have  mtched  for  us  both. 
I  had  means  prepared  for  every  thing ;  and  ere  this, 
the  shores  of  Bntain  had  been  lost  to  our  sight  Stit 
ever." 

"The  miserable  dwarf^  toa  said  Christian— "Was 
it  worthy  of  you  to  delude  that  poor  creature  with 
flattering  visions— lull  him  asleep  with  drugs  ?  Waa 
ii^oi  my  doing  T' 

"He  was  my  destined  tool,"  said  Zarah,  haughtily. 
"  I  remembered  your  lessons  too  well  not  to  use  him 
as  such.  Yet  scorn  him  not  too  much.  I  tell  you, 
that  yon  very  miserable  dwarf,  whom,  I  made  my 
sport  in  the  prison,— yon  wretched  abortion  of  nature 
I  would  select  for  a  husband,  ere  I  would  marry  your 
Buckingham ;— the  vain  and  imbecile  pigmy  has  yet 
the  warm  heaat  and  noble  feelings  that  a  man  should 
hold  his  hiehest  honour." 

"In.God^s  name,  then,  take  your  own  way,"  said 
Christian;  "and,  for  my  sake, let  never  man  here- 
after limit  a  woman  in  the  use  of  her  tongue,  since  he 
must  make  it  amply  up  to  her,  in  allowing  her  the 
'lege  of  her  own  wifl.    Who  would  have  thotight 


it  ?    Jiut  the  colt  has  slipped  the  bridle,  and  1  mna» 
needs  follow^  since  I  cannot  guide  her." 

Our  narrative  returns  to  the  Court  of  King  Chariot, 
atWhitehalL 


PfiVfiRIL  OF  ms  PEAK. 


iGttAP.  XLVBi 


CHAPTER  XLVHL 

Wtet  vhaH  f  nr  to  thM,  Lord  Scroop  \  thou  enwl, 

tofnloAil,  nviffe,  ami  iuhiunftn  creature  i 

Thou  that  didrt  bear  the  key  of  all  my  cootticl*, 

Tliat  koew'it  the  very  bottom  of  my  aoul, 

That  almost  mlghlit  bant  eoio'd  me  m to  gold, 

Wouldet  tbou  haif  pmotiead  oo  aw  for  thy  iiM.-flimrr  V* 

At  no  period  of  his  life,  not  erea  when  that  life  wtis 
!n  imminent  danger,  did  the  constitutional  gayety  of 
Charles  seem  more  overclouded,  than  when  wniting 
for  the  return  of  CbilKnch  with  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham. His  mind  revolted  at  the  idea,  that  the  per- 
.  son  to  whom  he  hsd  been  so  oarticularly  indulgent, 
and  whom  he  had  selected  as  the  fViend  of  his  lighter 
louts  and  amusements,  should  prove  capable  of  nav- 

g*  ig  tampered  with  a  plot  apparently  directed  against 
18  liberty  and  life.  He  more  than  once  examined 
the  dwari,anew,  but  could  extract  nothing  more  than 
his  first  narrative  contamod.  The  appantion  of  the 
lemale  to  him  in  the  cell  of  Newgate,  be  described  in 
such  fanciful  and  romandc  colours,  that  the  King 
could  not  help  thinking  the  poor  man's  head  a  little 
turned:  and,  as  nothing  was  found  in  the  kettledrum, 
and  other  musical  instruments  brought  for  the  use  of 
the  Duke's  band  of  foreigners,  he  nourished  some 
alight  hope  that  the  whole  plan  might  be  either  a  mere 
jest,  or  that  the  idea  of  an  acttial  conspiracy  was 
KNmded  in  mistake. 

The  persons  who  ha({  b^n  despatched  to  watch 
ihe  motions  of  Mr.  Weivet's  congregation,  brought 
■back  word  that  they  had  ouiedv  dispersed.  It  was 
itnown,  at  the  same  time^  that  tnejr  had  met  in  arras, 
but  this  auflured  no  particular  design  of  aggression, 
at  a  time  wnen  all  true  Protestants  conceived  them- 
■elves  in  danger  of  imm^iate  massacre;  when  the 
fathers  of  the  city  had  repeatedly  called  out  the  TYain- 
Bands,  and  alarmed  the  citizens  of  London,  under 
the  idea  of  an  instant  insurrection  of  the  Catholics; 
and  when,  to  sum  the  whole  up,  in  the  emphatic 
words  of  an  alderman  of  the  flay,  there  was  a  general 
Mief  (hat  they  would  ail  waken  some  unhappy  morn- 
ing with  their  throats  cut.  Who  was  to  do  these  dire 
d^ds,  it  was  onpre^  difficult  to  suppose ;  but  all  ad- 
mitted the  possibilitv  that  they  might  be  achieved, 
since  one  Justice  of  the  Peace  was  already  murdered. 
There  was,  Aerefore,  no  inference  of  hostile  inten- 
tions against  the  State,  to  be  decidedly  derived,  from 
a  congregation  of  Protestants  par  excellence^  military 
from  old  associations,  bringing  their  arms  with  them 
to  a  place  of  worship,  in  the  midst  of  a  panic  so  uni- 
yersal. 

Neither  did  the  violent  language  of  the  minister,  sup- 
posing that  to  be  proved,  absolutely  infer  meditated 
violence*  The  favourite  parables  of  the  preachers, 
and  the  metaphors  and  omaiiients  which  they  se- 
lected, were  at  all  times  of  a  military  cast ;  and  the 
taking  the  kingdom  of  beaven  by  storm,  a  strong 
and  beautiful  metaphor,  when  used  generally,  as  in 
^  iScripture,  was  detailed  in  their  sermons  in  all  the 
tecbnacal  language  of  the  attack  and  defence  of  a 
fortified  place.  The  danger,  in  short,  whatever  might 
have  been  its  actual  degree,  had  disappeared  as  sud- 
denly as  a  bubble  upon  the  water,  when  broken  by  a 
casual  touch,  and  had  left  as  little  trace  behind  it.  It 
^came,  therefore,  matter  of  much  doubt,  whether  it 
Had  ever  actually  existed. 

While  various  reports  were  making  from  without, 
lind  while  their  tenor  was  discussed  by  the  King,  and 
buch  nobles  and  statesmen  as  he  thought  proper  to 
consult  on  the  occasion,  a  gradual  sadness  and 
anxiety  mingled  with,  and  finally  silenced,  the  mirth 
of  the  evening.  All  became  sensible  that  something 
unusual  was  going  forward ;  and  the  unwonted  dis- 
tance which  Charles  maintaineid  from  his  guests, 
while  It  add^  greatly  to  the  dulness  that  began  to 
predominate  in  the  presence-chamber,  gave  intima- 
tion that  something  unusual  was  labouring  in  the 
King's  mind. 

Thus  play  was  neglected— the  music  was  silent,  or 
played  without  being  heard— gallants  ceased  to  make 
compliments^  and  ladies  to  expect  them ;  and  a  sort 
of  apprehensive  curiositv  pervaded  the  cirde.  Each 
iskod  the  others  why  they  were  grave;  and  no  an- 


swer was  returned,  any  mofe  tfim  could  hart  Wa 
rendered  by  a  herd  of  cattle  instiociivelj  dktaiMir 
the  approach  of  a  thunder-stqrro. 

To  add  to  the  general  appreiienflMHi«  it  licgaii  tsb 
whispered,  that  one  or  two  of  the  goests,  who  «ae 
desirous  of  leaving  the  palace,  hod  been  iniBiiBri 
no  one  could  be  permitted  to  retire  until  the  gsasri 
hour  of  diamissai.  And  these,  gliding  back  into  At 
hall,  cotrnnmicated  in  whispers  that  the  sentin^* 
the  gates  were  doubled,  and  that  there  was  a  troap^ 
the  Horse  Guards  drawn  up  in  the  oovri- 


stances  so  unusual,  as  to  excite  the 
curiosity. 

Such  was  the  state  of  the  Court,  when  wheels  wm 
heard  without,  and  the  busde  wnich  look  plaes  4^ 
noted  the  arrival  of  some  person  of  oonaequeiioe. 

"  Here  comes  Ohiffinch,^'  said  the  King;  **  witklh 
prey  in  his  clutch." 

It  was  mdeed  ^e  Duke  of  Bnckingham ;  mt A 
he  approach  the  royal  presence  without  eniotioa  tk 
entenng  the  court,  the  flambeaux  which  wereWns 
around  the  carriage  gleamed  on  the  scarlet  ooati^hMi 
hats,  and  drawn  qfoadswords  of  the  Horse  Good*- 
a  sight  nnosual,  and  calculated  to  stiike  tenor  iilpt 
conscience  which  was  none  of  the  elearest. 

The  Duke  alighted  from  the  caniage,  and  oalyail 
to  the  officer,  wttora  he  sawupon  duty,  **  Ton  aieks 
under  arms  to-night.  Captain  Carletoo." 

"Such  are  our  ordeta,  sir,"  answered  Catte 
with  military  brevity;  and  then  eommanded  tfaefw 
dismounted  sentmeis  at  the  under  jeate  to  make  nf 
for  the  Duke  of  Buckingham.  His  ^race  had  m 
sooner  entered,  than  he  heard  behind  hnn  tbee*' 
mand.  "Move  close  up,  sentinels — doaer  yet  lo  Ai 
gate."  And  he  felt  as  if  all  chance  of  lescaewoi 
excluded  by  the  sound. 

As  he  advanced  up  the  grand  staiiessik  die»  wm 
other  symptoms  of  alarm  and  preoamioo.  Ths  T«»> 
men  of^the  Gtitkrd  were  musteted  in  unanal  noA 
and  carried  carabines  instead  of  their  faalbct^is;  i 
the  Gentleman  Pensioners,  with  their  psnisiB^  . 
peared  also  in  proportional  force.  In  ahoit,aIldiat 
sort  of  defence  which  the  royal  househoki  poa 
within  itself,  seemed,  for  some  hasty  sm  l..^ 
reason,  to  have  been  placed  under  anne^  and  a^ 
dotv. 

Bhckingham  ascended  the  royal  staircase  wiAa 
eye  attentive  to  these  preparations,  and  a  stepai^ 
and  slow,  as  if  he  counted  each  step  on  wl^ls 
trode.  '*Who/'  he  asked  himseU;  ^shaU  i^ 
Christian's  fidelity  1  Let  him  but  stand  Hut;  uin 
are  secure.    Otherwise" 

As  he  shaped  the  alternative,  he  entered  dis  pa 
sence-ichamber. 

The  King  stood  in  the  midst  of  the  apartment,  m 
rounded  by  the  personsges  with  whom  he  had  feat 
consulting.  The  rest  otthe  brilliant  sooenihly,  setf* 
tered  mto  groups,  looked  on  at  some  distanor.  Al 
were  silent  when  Buckingham  entered,  in  hopes  if 
receiving  some  explanation  of  the  mfsteries  of  As 
evening.  All  bent  forward,  thongh  etiQuette  fiiilih 
them  to  advance,  to  catch,  if  jiossible,  somethma  rf 
what  was  about  to  pass  betwixt  the  King  aadlii 
intriguing  statesman.  At  the  same  time,  those  coas- 
sellors  who  stood  around  Charlee,  drew  back  on  eiihar 
side,  so  as  to  permit  the  Duke  to  pay  bis  leaperfs  li 
his  Majestv  in  the  nsnal  form.  He  went  thitn^h  Ai 
ceremonial  with  his  accustomed  grac^  but  .cms  » 
ceived  by  Charles  with  much  unwonted  n^ra^tty. 

"  We  nave  waited  for  you  for  some  time,  my  Lori 
Duke.  It  fs  long  ance  ChifBnch  left  us,  to  reqacM 
your  attendance  here.  I  see  you  are  elaboraialy 
dressed.    Your  toilette  was  needless  on  the  ] 


"  Neeidl^  to  the  splendoorofyoor  Majesty's  Ogai^* 
said  the  Duke,  "but  not  needless  on  mv  part.  Tfca 
chanced  to  be  Black  Monday  at  York-Place,  and  Uf 
club  of  Pendablet  were  in  full  glee  when  your  It" 
jest/s  sm^mons  arrived.  I  could  not  be  in  the  eoi 
par.y  xA  Ogle,  Maniduc,  Dawson,  and  so  forth,  \A 
what  I  must  needs  make  some  preparation,  sxrI  wum 
ablution,  ere  entering  the  circle  here." 

"  I  trust  the  purification  will  be  conrmlete."  sai^  lb 
King,  without  any  tendency  to  the  ai^e  whw^h  Jlwsa 
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■Qftened  festurea^  that,  vhgilded  hfH  mifoenot,  imtb 
dark,  barab,  and  eten  serere.  *'Wawi8bed  taaak 
jRNir  Grace  concemiag  the  import  of  a  tort  of  imimcal 
iMak  which  yoa  deeigned  us  here,  bat  whieb  miaoa^ 
lied,  aawe  are  given  to  ooderatand.*' 

**It  most  have  been  a  groit  miacarriaffi  indeed," 
Mid  the  Duke,  **  since  your  Bfojeaty  looks  so  serious 
00  it,  I  thoQght  to  have  done  your  Majesty  a  plea- 
sore^  (as  I  haTB  seen  yoa  condescend  to  be  pleased 
with  such  pasea«ea,)  by  sending  the  oontenu  of  that 
bas»-vioI ;  but  I  fear  the  jest  has  been  unacceptabte^ 
f  hnr  the  firewoiks  may  Date  done  mischief/' 

^Not  the  mieohief  they  weredesigned  for,  perhaps," 
Mid  the  King^  gravely ;  **  yoa  see^  ny  lord,  we  an  alt 
diva  and  unsmged." 

**  Long  may  your  Majesty  remam  so^"  said  the 
Mi«:  *V^  1  Ma  that  Uiere  is  something  miscon- 
itruad  on  my  part— it  must  be  a  matter  unpardonable, 
lowever  little  intended*  sinoe  it  hath  displeased  so 
Bdulgent  a  master."  .,.«.,.. 

**Xw>  indulgeni  a  master  indeed,  Buckingham," 
aplied  the  Kiiwj  *'  and  the  nmit  of  ray  indigence  has 
tden  to  change  loyal  men  into  traitora." 

**  Mnf  it  pteaae  your  Majesty,  I  cannot  undsmand 

'  **  said  the  Dnke 


'oUow  as,  my  brd^'*  answered  Charley  **  and  wo 
•in  endeavour  to  explam  our  meaning." 
At  tended  by  the  same  lords  who  stood  aronnd  him, 
Jid  followed  by  the  Duke  of  Bubktng^am,  on  whom 
U  eyee  were  fixed,  ChaHee  retired  into  the  earns  cab»* 
fst  which,  had  been  the  scone  of  repeated  oonsulu* 
IMS  in  the  course  of  the  evening.  There,  leaning 
vith  his  arms  crossed  on  tbe  boeft  of  an  eaw  chain 
ibaxfass  proceeded  to  interrogate  the  suspected  aofafe- 
ban. 

I "  Let  us  bo  plain  with 
*  •  Wb 


ach  otbtf. 
word,  was  1 


iaokingfaam.  What,  in  one  word,  i9fa  to  have  been 
be  regale  intended  for  us  this  evenins  7*' 

**  A  petty  mask,  my  Hege.  i  had  destined  a  little 
iancing-gm  to  come  out  of  that  nestrement.  who,  I 
bought,  would  have  performed  to  your  Majeetys 
ikin^— a  few  Chinese  fireworks  there  were,  which^ 
hinking  the  entertainment  was  to  have  taken  place 
n  the  maiUe  hall,  might,  I  hoi>ed,  have  been  dio* 
tharfyed  with  nod  effect,  and  without  the  slightest 
iarm,  at  the-  nrat  appearance  of  mv  Kttle  sorceress, 
tnd  were  designed  to  have  maftked,  as  it  were,  her 
•Urance  upon  the  stage.  I  hope  there  have  bedn  no 
lanikes  singed-*-no  lames  Irighiened— no  hopes  of  no> 
ie  descent  mtomipted  by  my  ill-faneied  jeat  1" 

"We  have  seen  no  such  fireworks,  my  lord;  and 
'dm  female  dancer,  of  whom'  we  now  hear  for  the 
bmt  time,  came  forth  in  the  form  of  our  old  acquaint- 

**  Your  Majesty  surprises  me!  I  beseech  you.  let 
Ihiisttan  be  aent  for-*Bdward  Chiistian— bo  will  be 
sund  lodging  in  a  large  old  hooae  near  Sharper  the 
pitler'a,  in  the  Strand.  As  I  lias  by  bread,  sire,  I 
rusted  him  with  the  arrangement  of  this  matter,  as 
ideed  the  dancing-girl  was  his  property.  If  he  has 
one  aoght  to  dishonour  my  eonoert«  or  disparage  my 
baiacter,  he  shall  die  under  tbe  baton." 

**  It  is  singular,"  said  the  King,  "  and  I  have  often 
bserved  it  that  this  follow  Gbtistiaa  bears  tbe  blame 
f  flUl  men^s  enormitieo— he  performs  the  part  which 
1  SI  great  family  is  usually  assigned  to  that  miechief- 
ping  pereonage^  Nobody.  When  ChifBnoh  blunders, 
•  always  ouotes  Christian.*  When  Sheffield  writes 
i  lajnpoon,  I  am  sure  to  hear  of  Christian  having  cor^ 
icted,  or  copied,  or  dispersed  it-— he  is  the  ami  daanmi* 
€  every  one  about  my  Court— the  scapegoat  who  is 
»  carry  awav  all  theb  iniquities  }  and  he  will  have  a 
ruel  load  bi  bear  into  the  wilderness.  But  for  Buek- 
nffham's  sini^  in  particular,  he  is  the  regular  and  nni- 
i»rin  sponsor;  and  I  am  convinced  hia  Grace  eipeots 
Ihristtan  shouhl  sUfittr  evecy  penalty  winch  he  has  in- 
BOHiTsd  in  this  world  or  the  next" 

**  Not  so,"  with  the  deepest  reverence  replied  the 
^ke.  **  I  have  no  hope  of  being  either  haiuped  or 
lamnod  by  proxy  i  but  it  is  clear  some  one  hath  tam- 
pered with  and  altered  my  device.  If  I  am  accused 
jf  aagfat^  let  mo  at  least  hear  the  charge^  and  see  my 

"^(wu'lV 


'*T1iatisbatfo]r,''smdthoIjDi.    "Bffmonrhltie 

friend  from  behind  the  chimney-board.  [HodsoB  boo 
ingaocordingly  produced,  he  continued.]  There  stamis 
t^e  Duke  of  Buckingham.  Repeat  before  him  tho> 
tale  you  told  us.  Let  him  hear  what  woee  those  ooi^ 
tents  of  the  bass-viol  which  were  removed  that  you 
might  enter  it.  Be  not  afraid  of  any  one^  but  speak 
the  truth  boldly." 

''  May  ic  please  yoar  Majesty,"  said  Hodson,  **fear 
is  a  thing  unknown  to  me.^' 

**  His  body  has  no  toon  to  hold  such  a  pasaiont  or* 
there  is  too  little  of  it  to  be  worth  fearing  for,"  said 
BuckiMham.-*'*  But  let  him  speak." 

Bra  Hudson  had  completed  bis  tale,  Bockinghafle 
intemiptsd  him  by  exclaiming,  **Is  it  possible  that  I 
can  be  auapected  by  yuur  M^sty  on  the  word  of  this 
pitiful  variety  of  the  baboon  tnbe?" 


Villain-Lord.  I  appeal  thee  to  tbe  combat  P^  said 
the -little  maiL  highly  ofieoded-at  the  appellatioQ  thus 
bestowed  on  nim. 

«'La  you  there  now  I"  said  the  Duke-**  The  Uttla 
antmat  is  quite  oraned,  and  defies  a  man  who  need 
aok  no  other  weapon  than  a  corkina^pitt  to  run  bim 
through  the  Itmgs,  and  whoao  angle  nek  could  hoist 
him  nvmi  Dover  to  Cslaia  without  yacht  or  wkarry. 
And  what  can  you  expeotfirom  an  idiot,  who  ismj^oM 
of  a  common  rop^daneing^girl,  that  capered  oa  a 
packthread  at  Ohentin  Flanaers,  unlesstbey  were  to 
dub  their  talents  to  set  np  a  booth  at  Bartoolomew- 
Fair  ?^Is  it  not  plain,  that  auppoaing  the  little  animal 
is  not  mslicioas,  ae  indeed  his  whole  kind  bear  a  »• 
nendr  and  most  cankered  malice  against  thoae  who 
have  the  ordinary  proportions  of  haraanity— Grant,  X 
say,  that  this  were  not  a  maiicioiis  falaehood  of  hia, 
why,  what  does  it  amount  to  7-*That  he  haamistaken 
squibs  and  Chinese  crackers  for  arms !  He  say*  not 
he  hmwelf  touched  or  handled  them ;  and  judging  by 
tbe  eight  alone,  I  qoestioit  if  the  inram  old  creatur^ 
when  any  whim  or  preconception  hath  possession  of 
his  noddle^  can  distinguish  betwixt  a  blanderbnssand 
a  black-pudding." 

The  horrible  clamour  which  the  dwarf  made  so 
soon  as  be  beard  this  disparagement  of  his  military 
skill—the  haste  with  which  hebiundered  out  a  detail 
of  his  wartike  experiences— and  the  absurd  grimaces 
which  he  made  in  order  to  enforce  his  story,  provoked 
not  only  the  risibility  of  CharloB,  but  even  of  tho  * 
statesmen  around  him,  and  added  absurdity  to  the 
motley  complexion  of  the  scene.  The  Kimf  termi- 
nated this  dispute,  by oommanding the dwaiito  with- 
draw. 

A  more  regular  discussion  of  his  evidence  was  then 
resumed,  and  Ormond  was  the  fin|  who  pointed  out, 
that  it  went  farther  than  had  been  noticed,  smoe  the 
little  man  had  mentioned  a  certain  extraotoinaryand 
treaaonable  oonvetastion  held  by  the  Duke's  depend- 
ents, by  whom  he  had  been  conveyed  to  the  palace.  *» 

*'I  am  sore  not  to  lack  my  kird  of  Orroond's  good 
word,"  said  the  Duke,  aeomiully;  "but  I  deiy  liim 
alike^  and  all  my  other  enemies,  and  shall  find  it  eaay 
to  ahow  that  this  alleged  oonspiraoy,  if  any  grounds 
for  it  at  all  exist,  is  a  mere  sham-plot,  got  up  to  turn 
the  odium  kietly  attaohed  to  the  Fapists  upon  the  Pro- 
testanta  Here  is  a  half-hanged  creature,  who,  on 
the  very  day  be  eacapes  from  the  galtowa,. which 
many  believe  was  his  most  deserved  destiny,  comes 
to  take  away  the  reputatfon  of  a  Protestant  peer— 
and,  on  what  ?— on  the  treasonable  conversation  of 
three  or  four  German  fiddlers,  heard  through  tho 
sound-holes  of  a  vtolaocello,  and  that,  too,  when  the 
creature  was  incased  in  it,  and  mounted  on  a  man's 
shoulden  I  The  urchin^  too,  in  repeating  Aeir  lan« 
goage,  ahows  he  nnderstanda  German  asliole  as  my 
horse  does;  and  if  he  dkl  rightly  hear,  truly  compre* 
hend,  and  accurately  report  what  they  said,  stiU,  m 
my  honour  to  be  touched  by,  the  language  beld  by 
soeh  persons  as  these  are^  with  whom  I  have  never 
oommunicated,  otherarise  than  men  joI  mv  rank  de 
with  those  of  their  calling  and  capacity  f— Pardon 
'       '    profound! 


me,  sire^  if  I  presume  to  say,  that  the  f, 
men  who  endeavoured  to  stifle  the  Popish  conspiracy 
by  the  pretended  Meal-tub  Plot,  will  take  litUe  more 
credit  by  their  figments  about  fUdles  and  cionoertos." 
The  assistant  coansellora  looked  at  each  other;  and 
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Charles  tnrm6  on  hb  feed,  and  walked  thrcmgh  the 
room  with  long  steps. 

At  this  period  the  Pererils,  fiitber  and  son,  were  an- 
noonced  to  have  reached  the  palace,  and  were  ordered 
into  the  royal  presence. 

These  gentlemen  had  received  the  royal  mandate  at 
ft  moment  of  areat  interest  After  being  dismissed 
from  their  connnement  by  the  elder  Bndgenorth,  m 
the  manner  and  upon  the  terms  which  the  reader 
must  have  gathered  from  the  conversation  of  the  lat* 
ter  with  Christian,  they  reached  the  lodgings  of  Lad  v 
Peveril,  who  awaited  them  with  Joy,  mingled  with 
terror  and  uncertainty.  The  news  of  the  aonuttal 
bad  reached  her  by  the  exertions  of  the  faithful  Lsnce 
Outram,  but  her  mind  had  been  aince  harassed  by 
the  long  delay  of  their  appearance,  and  rumoun  of 
disturbances  which  hsd  taken  place  in  Fleet-Street  • 
and  in  the  Struid.        u 

When  the  first  rapturous  meeting  was  over,  Lady 
Peveril,  with  an  anxious  look  towards  her  son,  as  if 
recommeoding  caution,  aaid  she  was  now  about  to 
present  to  him  the  daughter  of  an  old  fnend,  whom 
be  had  nettr  (there  was  an  emphasis  on  the  word) 
seen  before.  "  This  young Isdy,'^  she  continued,  "  was 
the  only  chikl  of  Colonri  Bbtfoid,  in  North  Wales, 
who  had  sent  her  to  remain  under  her  guardianship 
for  an  interval,  finding  himself  onequal  to  attempt  the 
taiik  of  her  educatkm." 

"Ay,  ay."  said  Sir Geof&ey,  "DickMitford  mus%be 
old  now^beyond  the  threeecore  and  ten,  I  think.  He 
was  no  chicken,  though  a  cock  of  the  game,  when  he 
joined  the  Marquis  of  Hortlord  at  Namptwich-with 
two  hundred  wild  Welshmen.— Before  Georas,  Julian, 
I  love  that  girl  as  if  she  were  my  own  fleeh  and 
Uood !  Lady  Peveril  would  never  have  got  through 
this  work  without  her;  and  Dick  Mitford  sent  me  a 
thoussnd  pieces,  too,  in  excellent  time,  when  there 
was  scarce  a  cross  to  keep  the  devil  from  dancing  in 
our  pockets,  much  more  for  theee  law-doings.  I  used 
it  without  scruple,  for  there  iB  wood  ready  to  he  cut  at 
Martindale  when  we  get  down  there,  and  Dick  Mit- 
ford knows  I  would  nave  dono  the  like  for  him. 
Strange  that  he  should  have  been  the  only  one  of  my 
friends  to  reflect  I  might  want  a  few  pieces." 

Whilst  Sir  Geoffrey  thus  run  on,  the  meeting  be- 
twixt Alice  and  Julian  Peveril  was  aooomplimed, 
without  any  particular  notice  on  his  side,  except  to 
say,  "Kiss  her,  Julian— kiss  her.  What  the  devil! 
IS  that  the  way  vou  learned  to  accost  a  lady  at  the 
Isle  of  Man,  as  i/ her  lips  wen  a  rsd-hot  horse-shoe  t 
—And  do  not  you  be  oflended,  my  pretty  one ;  Julian 
i'%  naturally  bashful,  and  hae  been  hied  by  an  old 
lady,  but  you  will  find  him,  by  and  by,  as  gallant  as 
thou  hast  found  me,  my  pnncess.— And  now,  Dami^ 
PeveriL  to  dinner,  to  dmner!— the  old  fox  must  have 
his  beily-timber,  though  the  hounds  have  been  after 
him  the  whole  day." 

Lance,  whose  joyous  congratulations  were  next  to 
be  undergone^  had  the  consideration  to  cut  them 
short,  in  order  to  provide  a  plain  but  hearty  meal  from 
the  next  cook's-ahoa  at  which  Julian  sat  like  one 
enchanted,  betwixt  his  mistress  and  his  mother.  He 
easily  oonoeived  that  the  last  was  the  confidential 
friend  to  whom  Bridgenorth  had  finally  committed 
the  charge  of  his  daughter,  and  his  only  anxiety  now 
was,  to  anticipete  the  conlosion  that  was  likely  to 
arise  when  her  real  parentage  was  made  known  to 
his  father.  Wisely,  however,  he  suffered  not  these 
anticipations  to  interfere  with  th»  delight  of  his  pre- 
ssnt  situation,  in  the  course  of  which,  many  slight 
but  delightful  tokens  of  recognition  were  exchanged, 
without  flensure,  under  the  eye  of  Lady  Peveril,  under 
.  ccyver  of  Ae  boisterous  mirth  of  the  old  Baronet,  who 
noke  for  two,  ate  for  four,  and  drank  wine  for  half-a- 
dozen.  His  orogress  in  the  latter  exercise  might  have 
proceeded  rather  too  far,  had  he  not  been  intemipted 
by  s  gentleman  bearing  the  King's  orders,  that  he 
ifcoula  instantly  attend  upon  the  presence  at  White- 
hail,  and  bring  his  son  along  with  him. 

Lady  Pevml  was  alarmed,  and  Alice  grew  pale 
with  sympathetic  anxiety ;  but  the  oki  Knight,  who 
never  saw  more  than  what  lay  straight  before  him, 
set  it  down  to  the  King's  hasty  anxiejy  to  con^tu- 
.ftie  him  on  his  escape ;  an  interest  on  his  Majesty's 


part  which  be  oossidered  byao  nv 
oonscwus  that  it  was  reciprocal  on 


his  own  sidfe    n 


came  upon  him,  indeed,  with  the  more  joyful  saipne, 
that  he  bad  received  a  previous  hint,  ere  he,lett  tJis 
court  of  justice,  thit  it  would  be  prudent  in  him  to  0» 
down  to  Msrtindale  before  presenting  himarlf  at 
Court,— ft  restrictiun  which  he supposedftsrepoviftK 
to  his  MsJesty*s  feelings  as  it  wss  to  his  own. 
-  While  he  consulted  with  Lsnce  Outram  abooft 
cleaning  his  buff-belt  snd  sword-hilt,  as  weU  as  tinift 
admitted,  Lady  Peveril  had  the  means  to  give  Joliaa 
more  distinct  information  that  Alics  was  under  h« 
protection  by  her  father's  authority,  and  with  his 
odnaent  to  their  union,  if  it  could  be  aooomplaahs^ 
She  added,  that  it  was  her  determination  to  iinAn 
the  mediation  of  the  Counteas  of  Deiby,  to  oTonoms 
the  obstscles  which  might  be  foraseea  on  um  part  «t 
SirGeoffiey. 


CHAPTER  XLIX. 

liitlMKrar«au»a,  _ 

Let  fall  jour  awonU  aod  daggw*  t-CrUe, 

the  father  and  son  entered,  the  cfthinsi  cf 


Wflnr  tiie  tatber  and  son  entered  tne  cfttmiet  d 
audiencei  it  was  essily  visible  that  Sir  Gtooffiney  hsd 
obeyed  me  summons  as  he  would  have  done  thi 
trumpet's  call  to  horse  $  and  his  dishevelled  cray  fecks 
and  half-arranged  dress,  though  they  showed  seal  and 
hsstA  such  as  US  vrould  have  used  when  Charles  L 
called  him  to  attend  a  oooncil  of  war,  seemed  nth9 
indecorous  in  a  pacific  drawing-room.  He  penaed  al 
the  door  of  the  cabinet,  but  when  the  King  called  oa 
him  to  advanoa  came  hastily  forward,  with  evsra 
feefing  of  his  earlier  and  later  life  afloat  and  eonttB»> 
ing  in  his  memory^  threw  himeelf  on  his  knees  befens 
the  King,  eeizedMs  hand,  and,  witfaont  even  aDc&rt 
to  speak,  wept  Vhud.  Chsries,  who  gansnily  felt 
deeply  so  long  as  an  impressive  object  waa  befan  bit 
eyes,  indulged  for  a  moment  the  oki  maa's  raptnieL— 
*^My  good  Sir  Geoffiey,"  he  said,  "  you  btve  hsd  soma 
hard  measure;  we  owe  you  amends,  and  will  find  :una 
to  pay  our  debt" 

'^No  suffering-no  debt,"  said  the  old  nrani  "l 
cared  not  what  the  rogues  said  of  me— I  knew  dw* 
could  never  get  twdve  honest  fellows  to  believe  a  wen 
of  their  most  dsmnsble  lies.  I  did  long  to  beat  then 
when  they  called  me  traitor  to  your  M^emy — ihail 
confess-^But  to  have  such  an  early  opportumtvei 
paying  my  dutv  to  your  M^sty,  overpsya  it  alL  Tin 
villains  would  nave  persuaded  me  I  ought  not  lo  oann 
to  Court-aba  1" 

The  Duke  of  Omumd  pefoeived  that  the  Kingt  col- 
oured much ;  for  in  truth  it  was  from  the  Coort  thn 
the  private  intimadon  had  been  gfiven  to  SirGeoflkcf 
to  go  down  to  the  country,  without  appearing  n 
Whitehall ;  and  he,  nloreover^  sospecied  inat  the  jolif 
okl  Knight  hsd  not  risen  torn  his  dinner  altog^eUMr 
dry-lipped,  after  the  feiigues  of  a  day  so  afriiaune.' 
"My  old  friend,"  be  whispered,...^* you  &tget  ilist 
your  son  is  to  be  prssented— permit  mm  to  have  thst 
honour.** 

"I  cravs  your  Grace's  pardon  humbly,"  anid  Sir 
Geoffrey,  "  but  it  is  an  honour  I  design  for  myaeUL 
as  I  apprehend  no  ono  can  so  utterly  sunender  and 
deliver  him  up  to  his  Majesty's  service  aa  the  Hihtr 
that  begot  him  is  entitled  to  do.— Julian,  oonse  lai^ 
ward,  and  kneel.— Here  he  is,  please  yeor  Majesty- 
Julian  Peveril— a  chip  of  the  old  bfeok — aa  alo■^ 
though  scarce  so  tall  a  tree,  as  the  old  trunk  wWa 
at  the  fiesbest  Take  him  to  yon.  sir,  for  a  ftithftl 
servant,  i  vendrt  ei  h  peadrs,  ai^  the  French  M^rs  d 
he  feare  fire  or  steel,  axe  or  fsallowa,  in  yogr  Ma- 
jesty's service,  I  renounce  him— he  is  no  son  ef 
mine— I  disown  him,  and  he  mar  go  to  the  Isle^ 


the 


of  I>eviis^  fet 


Man,  the  Isle  of  Dogs,  or 
what  I  cars.*' 

Charies  winked  to  Ormond,  and  havhig^  wirb  his 
wonted  courtesy,  expressed  his  thoreusfh  oonviccioft 
ihAt  Julian  would  imitate  the  loyalty  of  his  ancei«oc% 
and  especislly  of  his  father,  added,  that  he  believed  bia 
Grace  of  Ormond  had  somethmg  to  commiinieaas 
which  was  of  conseqaenco  to  his  8ervk».  Sir  Geo^ 
frey  made  his  military  reverence  at  this  faint,  and 
marched  offin  (he  rear  of  the  Duke,  who  ptoceeaed  te 


PBVfiRIL  OF  THE  PEAK. 


inqnifft  <^  Wm  concerning  the  events  of  the  day.— 
Cbarlefl,  in  the  mean  while,  having,  in  the  first  place, 
ascertained  that  the  son  was  not  m  the  same  genial 
condition  with  thcfiither,  demanded  and  received  from 
hioi  a  preciae  accsnot  of  all  the  proceedings  subse- 
quent to  the  trial. 

Julian,  with  the  plainness  and  precision  which 
•teb  a  subject  demanded,  when  treated  in  such  a 
IfftMience,  narrated  all  that  had  happened,  down  to 
Ihe  entrance  of  Bndgenorth;  and  his  Majesty  was 
K)  much  pleased  with  his  manner,  that  he  congrato- 
hted  Arlington  on  their  having  gained  the  evidence 
if  at  least  one  man  of  sense  to  these  dark  and  mys* 
isrions  events.  But  when  Bridgenorth  was  brought 
ipon  the  scene,  Julian  hesitatra  to  bestow  a  name 
Ipon  him:  and  although  he  mentioned  the  chapel 
Iphich  he  had  seen  filled  with  men  in  arms,  and  the 
riolent  language  of  the  preacher,  he  added,  with 
larnestnesB,  that  notwithstanding  all  this,  the  men 
lAarted  without  coming  to  any  extremity,  and  had 
iH  left  the  place  before  his  father  and  he  were  set  at 
berty. 

**.And  you  retired  quietly  to  your  dinner  in  Pleet- 
Mreet,  young  man,"  said  the  King,  severely,  "  with- 
nt  fjpvmg  a  magistrate  notice  of  the  dangsrooB  meet- 
tt  which  was  netd  in  the  vicinhy  of  our  palace,  and 
vno  did  not  conceal  their  intention  of  proceedmg  to 
txiremitiesT' 

Peveril  blushed,  and  was  silent  The  King  frowned, 
tad  stepped  aside  to  communicate  with  Ormond,  who 
(ported  that  the  father  seemed  to  have  known  noth- 
Mr  of  the  matter. 

■^  And  the  son,  I  am  sorryto  say,**  said  the  King. 
^«eems  more  nnwilting  to  speak  the  tmth  than  I 
ImmM  have  expected.  We  have  all  variety  of  evidence 
i  this  singular  investigation'-a  mad  witness  Bke  the 
Mm  if,  a  drunken  witness  like  the  father,  and  now  ^ 
Ittmb  witness.— -Young  man,  he  continued,  addreas- 
ag  Julian,  "your  behaviour  is  less  frank  than  I  ex- 
eoted  from  your  father's  son.  I  most  know  who  this 
erson  is  with  whom  you  held  sofsh  familiar  inter- 
cKtrso— *you  know  him,  I  presume t" 

Julian  acknowledged  that  he  did,  but,  kneeling  on 
ne  knee,  entreated  his  Majesty's  fonnveness  lor  con- 
eaJing  his  name ;  "  he  had  been  freea,^'  he  sakj.  **from 
{•  confinement,  on  promising  to  that  effect.*'^ 

'•  That  Wss  a  promise,  made,  by  your  own  accoont, 
nder  compulsbn,"  answered  the  King,  "and  I  can- 
dt  authorise  your  keeping  it :  it  is  your  duty  to  speak 
k6  tnith-HfyDu  are  afraid  or  Buckingham,  the  Duke 
ball  withdraw.'* 

'*  I  have  no  reason  to  fear  the  Duke  of  Buckingham^'* 
lid  Peveril;  **that  I  had  an  nflkirwith  one  of  his 
oaaehold,  was  the  man's  own  fault,  and  not  mine.'* 

**  Oddsfish  r*  said  the  King,  *'  the  light  begins  to 
hook  in  on  me— I  thought  I  remembered  thy  physiog- 
tfvny:  Wert  thon  not  the  very  fellow  whom  1  met  at 
!hilnnch*s  yonder  mornihg?— The  matter  escaped 
lo  since ;  but  now  I  recolleot  thou  saidst  then,  mat 
loti  wert  the  son  of  that  jolly  old  three-^•ottIe  Baronet 
wider.** 

*•  It  is  true,**  said  Julian.  *'  that  T  rart  your  Majesty 
i  Master  Chiffinch's,  and  I  am  afra.d  had  the  mis- 
rtune  to  displease  you  j  but*' 

••  No  more  of  thsi,  voung  man— no  more  of  that- 
lit  I  recollect  you  had  with  you  that  beautiful 
kn^itg  siren.— Buckingham,  1  will  hold  you  gold 
I  adver.  that  she  was  the  mtended  tenant  of  that 
laa-fidcJle  T 

**  ITour  Majesty  ha^Tightly  guessed  it.**  said  the 
like  ;  *'  end  I  suspect  she  has  put  a  trick  upon  me, 
pf aiimitituting  the  dwarf  in  her  place  ;  for  Christian 

Inks*' . 

"  Dannn  Christian  1*'  said  the  Kiuk  hastilf— **  I 
iah  they  would  bring  him  hither,  that  universal 
fem." — ^And  as  the  wish  was  uttered,  Christian's 
nval  vras  announced.  "  Let  him  attend,"  said  the 
Itog  r  **  But  hark~-a  thought  strikes  me.— Herei 
ilUiter  Peveril— yonder  dancing  maideh.  that  intro- 
^feA  you  to  us  by  the  singutsr  agility  of  her  perform- 
koe,  w  ehe  not,  by  vour  account,  a  dependant  on  the 
aantesfl  of  Derby  r * 

•*  I  h«ve  known  her  such  for  years,**  answercfl 
rilaa. 


m 


"  Then  will  we  call  the  Countess  hither,"  said  the 
King :  "  It  is  fit  we  sh<yild  learn  who  this  litUe  fairr 
really  is :  and  if  she  be  now  so  absolutely  at  the 
beck  of  Buckingham,  and  this  Master  Christian  of 
his— why  I  think  it  would  be  but  charity  to  let  her 
ladyship  know  so  much,  since  I  question  if  she  will 
wish,  in  that  case,  to  retain  her  iti  Tier  service.  Bo- 
rides.**  he  continued,  speaking  apart,  "  this  Julian, 
to  whom  suspicion  attaches  in  these  mattere  from  hitf 
obstinate  silence,  is  also  of  the  Countess'  household. 
We  Mrill  sift  this  matter  to  the  bottom,  and  do  justice 
to  all." 

The  Countess  bf  Derby,  hastily  summoned,  entered 
the  royal  cbset  at  one  door,  just  as  Christian  ana 
Zarah,  or  Penella,  were  ushered  in  by  the  other.  Tha 
old  Knight  of  Martindale,  who  had  ere  this  returned 
ro  the  presence,  was  scarce  controlled,  even  by  tha 
signs  which  she  made,  so  much  was  he  desirous  of 
greeting  his  old  friend ;  but  as  Ormond  lakl  a  kmd 
restraining  hand  upon  his  arm,  he  was  prev/iiled  on 
to  sit  still.** 

The  Countesei  after  a  deep  reverence  to  the  King; 
acknowledged  the  rest  of  the  nobility  present  bv  a 
slt/^hter  reverence,  smiled  to  Julian  Peveru,  and  looked 
with  surprise  at  the  unexpected  apparition  of  Fenella. 
Buckingham  bit  his  lip,  for  he  saw  the  introduction  of 
Lady  Derby  was  likely  to  confuse  and  embroil  every 
preparation  which  he  had  arranged  for  his  defence  i 
and  he  stole- a  glffnce  at  Christian,  whose  eye,  when 
fixed  on  the  Countess,  assumed  the  deadly  sharpnesi 
which  sparkles  in  the  adder's,  while  his  cheek  grew 
almost  black  under  the  influence  of  strong  emotion. 

"  Is  there  any  one  in  this  presence  whom  your  lady- 
ship recogniMS,"  said  the  King  graciously.  ""  besides 
your  old  friends  of  Ormond  and  AriingtonT* 

"I  see,  my  liege,  two  worthy  friends  of  my  hu^ 
band's  house,'*  replied  the  Countess;  "  Sir  Geofl'rey 
Peveril  and  his  son— the  tatter  a  distinguished  mem- 
ber of  my  son's  household." 

"  Any  one  else?"  continued  the  King. 

**  An  unfortunate  female  of  my  family,  who  div 
appeared  from  the  Island  of  Man  at  the  same  time 
when  Julian  Peveril  left  it  upon  business  of  import- 
ance. She  was  thought  to  have  fallen  from  the  clifif 
into  the  sea.'* 

"  Had^  your  ladyship  any  reason  to  suspect— pardon 
me,"  said  the  King,  "  for  putting  such  a  question- 
any  improper  intimacy  between  Master  Peveril  and 
this  same  female  attendant?" 

"  My  liege,'*  said  tlie  Countess,  colouring  indig* 
nantlv,  "  my  household  is  of  reputation." 

**Nar,  my  lady,  be  not  angry,"  said  the  King^ 

I  did  but  ask— such  things  will  befall  in  the  besi- 
reaulated  families." 

*  Not  in  mine,  sire,"  said  the  Countess.  "  Besides 
that,  in  common  pride  and  in  common  honesty,  Julian 
Peveril  is  incapable  of  intr^ing  with  an  unhappy 
creature,  removed  by  her  misfortune  almost  beyond 
the  limits  of  humanity." 

Zarah  looked  at  her,  and  conrpressed  her  hps,  as  if 
to  keca  in  the  words  that  would  lain  break  from  them. 

"  I  know  not  how  it  is,"  said  the  King—"  What 
your  ladyship  says  maybe  true  in  the  main,  yet  men's 
tastes  have  strange  vagaries.  This^irl  is  lost  in  Man 
so  soon  as  the  youth  leaves  it,  and  is  found  in  Saint 
James's  Park,  oouncing  and  dancing  like  a  fairy,  so 
soon  as  he  appeara  in  London." 

"  Impossible  1"  said  the  Countess  \  **  she  cannot 
dance." 

"I  believe,**  said  the  King,  ** she  can  do  mora 
feats  than  your  ladyship  either  suspects  or  would 
approve  of." 

The  Countess  drew  up,  and  was  indignantly  silent 

The  King  proceeded— '*  No  sooner  is  Peveril  in 
Newgate,  than,  by  the  account  of  the  venerable  little 
gentleman,  this  merry  maiden  is  even  there  also  for 
company.  Now,  without  inquiring  how  she  got  in, 
I  think  charitably  that  9he  had  better  tnste  than  to 
come  there  on  the  dwarf's  account.— Ah  ha !  I  ihinii 
Master  Julian  is  touched  in  conscience !" 

Julian  did  indeed  Start  as  the  King  spoke,  for  it 
reminded  him  of  the  midnight  visit  in  his  cell. 

The  King  lock<>d  fixedly  at  him,  and  ihen  proceeffed 
— "  Well,  gentiemsD,  Peveril  is  earned  to  his  triai, 
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uid  is  no  sooner  at  Ubertn  than  we  find  him  in  the 
house  where  the  Duke  of  BncIuDgham  was  airangioff 
what  he  calls  a  musical  mask.-H£xad,  I  hold  it  next 
to  oertain.  that  this  wench  put  the  changt  on  his 
Grace,  and  popt  the  poor  dwarf  into  the  bass-viol, 
rrserving  her  own  more  precious  hours  to  be  spent 
with  Master  Jiditui  PsverU.— Think  you  not  so,  Sir 
Christian,  you,  tiie  universal  referee  1  Is  there  any 
truth  in  this  conjecture  7" 

Christian  stole  a  glance  on  Zarah,  and  lead  that 
in  her  eye  which  embarrassed  him.  "He  did  not 
know,"  he  said;  "he  had  indeed  engaged  this  unri-* 
Tailed  pefformerlo  take  the  prcHKMed  part  in  the  mask; 

Sd  she  was  to  have  come  forth  in  the  midst  of  a 
ower  of  tambent  fire,  very  artificially  prepared  with 
Dcrfumes,  to  overcome  the  smell  of  .the  powder:  but 
ne  knew  not  why— ^zccptinfp  that  she  was  wilful  and 
capricious^  like  all  great  genuiaes,— she  had  certainly 
•poUed  the  concert  by  cramming  in  that  more  bulky 

"I  shbutd  bice,"  said  the  King,  "to  see  this  liule 
maklen  stand  forth,  and  bear  witnessi  in  such  man- 
ner as  she  can  express  herself,  on  this  mystenotis 
natter.  Can  any  one  here  understand  her  mode  of 
commnnication  T  ... 

Christian  said,  he  knew  something  of  it  sincehe 
bad  become  acquainted  with  her  in  London.  Tho 
Countess  spoke  not  till  the  King  asked  her,  and  then 
0WDed  drily,  that  she  iiad  neoessaaiv  some  habitual 
means  of  intercourse  with  one  who  had  been  imme- 
diately about  her  person  for  so  many  yeara. 

"I  should  think,"  said  Charles,  "that  this  same 
Master  Julian  Peveril  has  the  more  direct  key  to  her 
lanauQce,  after  all  we  have  heard."  .    , ,., 

The  King  looked  first  st  Peveril,  who  blushed  like 
n  maiden  at  the  inference  which  the  King's  remark 
implied,  and  then  suddenly  turned  his  eyes  on  the 
supposed  mute,  on  whose  cheek  s  faint  colour  was 
dying  away.  A  moment  afterwards,  at  a  signal  from 
the  Coimtesst  Fenella,  or  Zarah,  stepped  forward, 
and  having  kneeled  down  and  kissed  her  lady's  band, 
stood  with  her  arms  folded  on  her  breast,  with  an 
humble  air,  as  dii&rent  from  that  which  she  wore  in 
the  harem  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  as  that  of  a 
Magdalen  from  a  Judith.  Yet  this  was  the  least 
•liow  of  her  talent  of  versatility,  for  so  well  did  she 
play  the  part  of  the  dumb  girl,  that  Buckingham^ 
sharp  as  his  discernment  waS)  remained  undecided 
whether  t?ie  creature  which  stood  before  him  could 
possibly  be  the  same  with  her^  who  had,  in  a  different 
dress,  made  such  an  impression  on  his  imagination, 
or  indeed  was  the  imperfect  creature  she  now  repre- 
sented. She  had  at  ones  all  that  could  mark  the 
imperfection  of  hearing,  and  all  that  could  show  the 
wonderful  address  by  which  nature  so  often  makes  up 
for  the  deficiency.  There  was  the  lip  that  trembled 
not  at  any  sound— the  seeming  insensibility  to  the 
conversation  which  passed  around;  while,  on  the 
otlier  hand,  was  the  quick  and  vivid  glance,  that 
seemed  anxk>uB  to  devour  the  meaning  of  those 
sounds,  which  she  could  gather  no  otherwise  than 
by  the  motion  of  the  lips. 

Examined  after  her  own  fiishion,  Zarah  confirmed 
the  tale  of  Christian  in  all  its  points,  and  admitted 


that  she  had  deranged  the  project  laid  for  a  made,  by 
placing  the  dwarf  in  her  own  stead ;  the  cause  or 
ner  doing  sb  she  declined  to  assign,  and  the  Countess 
pressed  her  no  farther. 

"  Every  thing  tends  to  exculpate  my  Lord  of  Buck- 
ingham,^ sakl  Charles,  "from  so  absurd  an  accusa- 
tion ;  the  dwarfs  testimony  is  too  fsntastic,  that  of 
the  two  Peverils  does  not  in  the  least  afiect  the 
Duke ;  that  of  the  dumb  damsel  completely  contra- 
dicts the  possibility  of  his  guilt.  Methinks,  my 
lords,  we  should  acquaint  him  that  he  stands  ac- 
ouitted  of  a  complaint,  too  ridiculous  to  have  ever 
r>een  subjected  to  a  more  serious  scrutiny  than  we 
have  hastily  made  upon  this  occasion." 

Ariington  bowed  in  aoquiesenoe,  but  Ormond  npoke 
plainly.— "I  should  suffer,  sire,  in  the  opinfon  of  the 
Duke  of  Buckingham,  brilliant  as  his  talents  are 
known  to  be,  sliould  I  say  that  I  am  satisfied  in  my 
own  mind  on  this  occasion.  But  I  subscribe  to  the 
ipiriiof  the  tipies;  and  I  agree  it  would  be  highly 


danganNiSi  on  nieb  acansaiioiwaewe  hmw  ht 

to  collect,  to  impeach  the  character  of  a       

Proteacant  like  his  Grace— Had  he,  been  a  Catholic^ 
under  auch  circumstances  of  suspicion,  tha  T«m 
had  been  too  good  a  prison  for  him." 

Buckingham  bowed  to  the  Duke  of  Ormood,  viih 
a  meaning  which  even  bis  tiiuaph  could  notifisiffma. 
— "  Tu  me  lapaghirair  he  rouiieied  in  •  tone  «< 
deep  and  abiding  reaentmenc  i  but  the  atoiu  old  In^ 
man.  who  had  long  aince  braved  hie  utmoat  wia^ 
cared  little  for  this  expnesiDn  of  hia  displeasore. 

The  King  then,  agning  to  the  other  nobles  lo  psa 
into  the  uublic  apartments,  stopped  Bockinghani  m 
he  was  about  to  follow  them  j  tJad,  when  taey  was 
alone,  asked  with  a  significant  tone,  whicfa  bioagbt 
all  the  blood  in  the  Duke's  veins  into  hie  osAmm^ 
nance,  "  When  was  it,  Qeor^e,  that  your  nsefid  tatai 
Colonel  Blood  became  a  musician  1— Ton  era  aOea;* 
he  said ;  "  do  not  deny  thechameb  for  yonder  viQsi^ 
once  seen,  is  rsnembered  for  ever.  Down,  dowa  « 
your  kneeiv  George^  sad  acknowledge  thmi  jmi  hsu 
abused  my  easy  temper.— Seek  for  no 
will  serve  your  turn.  I  saw  the  man  _ , 
your  Germans  as  you  call  them ;  and  you 


rottknow  wki 


kneeling downj  "believe  tnat  i  wan n—gmdl 

that  I  wae  mad— Believe  ai^  thing  bnt  that  I  wm 
capable  of  harming,  or  being  aocesaoiy  to  baEai,ysa 

'^donot  believe  it,"  said  the  Kingi  "I  think s( 
you,  Villiers,  as  the  cotipanion  of  mj[  daavnt  aai 
my  exile,  and  am  so  for  from  suppcNung  m  nsaa 
worse  than  you  say,  that  I  am  convuaoea  yoo  a^ 
knowledge  more  than  you  ever  meant  u»  aticBaL' 

**  By  aU  that  is  sacred,"  aaid  the  Duka^  mmkatti- 
ing.  had  I  not  been  involved  to  the  eneot  dUb 
and  fortune  with  the  villain  Christtan" 

"Nay,  if  yon  bring  Christian  on  theatagBagak^" 
aakl  the  King,  amiling,  "it  m  tune  for  ma  to  wi&h- 
draw.  Come,  Viller%  rise— I  foiffre  thm,  aad  ealy 
recommend  one  act  of  penance— the  eana^paion- 
aelf  bestowed  on  the  dog  who  bit  yoo— mamage,  aai 
retirement  to  your  country-seat" 

The  Duke  rose  abaahed.  and  foDowrad  tba  lar 
into  the  cirde,  which  Charieaentarad.  leaning  aaii 
abottlder  of  his  repentant  peer;  to  whom  be  Aitmi 
so  much  Gountenancei  as  led  the  moat  aonte  ubsnaa 
present,  to  doubt  the  possibility  of  theiw  esiatingnr 
real  cause  for  the  surmises  to  the  Duke's  prentAoL 

The  Countess  of  Derby  bad  in  the  mean  wnits«» 
suited  with  the  Duke  of  Ormond.  with  tfaaPevcBii 
and  with  her  other  friends :  and.  by  their  oa 
advice,  though  with  censiderabie  difBcmltf, 
aatisfied.  that  to  have  thaa  shown  hemeu  at  ( 
was  sufficient  to  vindicate  the  boooiir  of  her  F 
and  that  it  was  her  wisest  course,  aAer  having  dose 
so^  to  retire  to  her  insular  dommiona,  without  unksr 
provoking  the  resentment  of  a  powerful  fadsoo.  81a 
took  farewell  of  the  King  in  form,  and  demanded  kn 
permission  to  carry  back  with  ber  tbahelpleaa  oeahB 
who  had  ao  strangely  escaped  ^firoih  bar  piotetSMy 
into  a  ^  orid  where  her  coiutidon,  rendered  hsr  as 
subject  to  every  species  of  misfortune. 

"Will  your  ladyship  forgive  meT'  said  ChaifaB. 
"  I  have  smdied  your  sex  k>nsr-I  am  mistakao  iC  ] 
litde  maiden  is  not  as  capable  oi  eanns  Cor  I 
any  of  na."  j 

^  Impossible  V*  said  the  Counteaa.  I 

"Possible,  and  most  true,"  whisiMmd  the  Km 


I  will  instantly  convince  yon  of  the  fact,  i_     ,    

experiment  is  too  delicate  to  be  made  by  any  hot  yitf 
ladyship.  Yonder  she  staiKH  lookinir  aa  if  sht 
hetfd  no  more  than  the  marble  pillar  asaiast  wisA 
she  leana.  Now,  if  Lady  Derby  will  contrive  eyaar 
to  place  her  hand  near  the  region  of  the  tiaanni 
heart,  or  at  least  on  her  arm,  so  that  she  can  fied  te 


sensation  of  the  blood  when  the  poise ^ 

do  you,  my  Lord  of  Ormond,  beckon  Jnban  Fsva^ 
out  of  sight— I  will  show  yoa  in  a  momant  thai  < 
can  stir  at  sounds  spoken." 

The  Counteaa,  much  aurpiiaeii  afraid  of  aooae  «■ 
barrasaing  pleasantly  on  the  piut  of  Cbaxla%  ft 
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nnable  to  tepresa  her  cunostty,  placed  heraelf  near 
Fenella,  aa  aha  called  her  little  mote;  and,  while 
mtkinf  aigna '  to  her,  coninved  to  place  her  hand  on 
herwnaL 

At  thia  moment  the  King,  paaaing  near  them  aaid, 
'*Thia  ia  a  horrid  deed— the.  Tillain  Chriatian  baa 
•tabbed  youni;  Peveril !" 

The  mute  evidence  of  the  pulae.  which  bounded  aa 
if  a  cannon  had  been  diachanoed  doae  by  the  poor 
girl'a  ear,  was- accompanied  by  aoch  a  lend  scream  of 
•i^ooy,  as  diatreaaed,  while  it  atartled,  the  good- 
oatured  monarch  himaelf.  "  I  did  but  jeat,"  he  said ) 
"Julian  ia  well^  my  pretty  maiden.  I  only  used  the 
wand  of  a  oerf  am  bimd  deity,  called  Cupid,  to  bring 
a  deaf  and  dumb  vaasal  of  bia  to  the  exercise  of  her 
lacultiea."* 

'*  I  am  betrayed  1"  ahe  aaid  with  her  eyea  fixed  on 
the  ground—**!  am  betray^ !— and,  it  ia  fit  that  ahe 
^vhoaa  life  baa  bean  apent  in  practiaing  treason  on 
others,  ebould  be  caught  in  her  own  anare.— But 
where  ia  my  tutor  in  iniquity  ?->-Wher»  ia  Chris- 
citn,  wh<^  taught  me  to  play  the  payt  of  spy  on  thia 
unauspicioua  lady,  until  I  had  well  niBh  dehvered  her 
into  hia  bloody  handa  V* 

"Thia.'*  said  the  King.  **crayea more aecret  exami- 
|:iition.    Let  all  leave  tne  apartment  who  are  not 

SnmediateLy  connected  with  tbeae  proceedinga,  and 
t  thia  Chriatian  be  again  brought  before, ua.-^ 
Wretched  man,**  he  contmued,  adoressing  Chriatian, 
**  what  wilea  ar^  tbeae  you  have  practiaed,  and  by 
vhat  extraordinary  meanal" 

"  She  baa  betrayed  me,  then  f '  aaid  Christian^ 
**  Betrayed  me  to  bonda  and  death,  merely  for  an  idle 
paaaion,  which  can  never  be  aucceaaful !— But  know, 
Zarah,"  he  added,  addreaaingber  atemly,  ■  when  my 
lite  ia  forfeited  throueh  thy  evidence,  the  daughter  baa 
XQurdereii  the  father  r 

The  unfortunate  girl  atared  on  him  With  aatoniah- 
ment.  "  You  aauP  at  length  ahe  atammered  forth, 
'*  that  I  waa  the  daughter  of  your  alaughtered  bro- 
ther I** 

'*That  was  partly  to  reconcile  thee  to  the  part  thou 
-^  to- play  in  my  deatined  drama  of  venoeance^ 

ly  to  bide  what  men  call  the  infamy  of  thy  birth. 

iat  my  daughttir  thou  art  t  and  from  the  Eastern 
olime,  m  which  thy  mother  waa  bom,  you  derive  that 
fierce  torrent  of  paaaion  which  I  laboured  to' train  to 
mypurpoaea,  but  which,  turned  into  another  channel, 
baa  oeoome  the  oauae  of  your  fiithet'a  deatruction.--« 
My  deatinr  ia  the  Tower,  I  auppoae  r ' 

He  spoke  these  worda  with  great  composure,  and 
scarce  aeemed  to  regard  the  agonieaof  hia  daughter, 
who,  throwing  herself  at  hia  feet,  aobbed  and  wept 
moat  bitterly. 

*'Thia  moat  not  be^"  aaid  the  King,  moved  with 
oompaaaion  at  thia  scene  of  misery.  **If  you  consent, 
Christian,  to  leave  thia  country,  there  is  a  veaael  m 
the  river  bound  for  New  Efngland—Ook  carry  your 
duk  intrigues  to  other  lands."  .  ^  .    . 

^*I  might  dispute  the  aentei^ce,"  aaid  Chnatian, 
boldly  s  and  it  I  aubmit  to  it,  it  la  a  matter  of  my 
own  cnoica— One  half  hour  had  made  me  even  with 
that  proud  woman,  but  fortune  hath  cast  the  balance 
agamatm&--Riae,Zarah,FeneIlanomorel   Tell  the 

*  Thia  litUe  piece  of  MipenUtimi  was  WfiMted  bjr  the  M* 
fowint  incident  The  AntiiororWeTerir  happened  to  be  etaod. 
He  by  wiUi  other  fecUenen,  whUe  Uie  captain  of  the  Selkirk 
VeoaBaary  wai  pnicfaaunc  a  horse  for  the  «se  «r  bts  irammler. 
TIlwaBiaial  offtred  was  a  handsome  one,  and  neither  the  officer, 
who  was  an  exeellent  jockey,  nor  any  one  present,  could  eee 
maw  iniperfccUon  ia  wind  or  limb.  Bat  a_penon  heppooed  to 
gMss,  who  wag  asked  to  vive  an  opinion.  This  man  was  called 
Kind  Willie,  who  drove  a  nnaJl  tmde  In  eatUe  and  hones,  and 
^nliat  UMimd  as  extraordinary,  In  watches,  notwithstandinf  his 
tevior  been  bora  blind.  He  was  aoeoooted  lo  poeiesi  a  rare 
Jadimient  In  Uiew  mtuects  of  traffic.  80  soon  as  he  had  eza- 
niaed  the  horte  ia  Qoeetkm,  he  immediately  prooonneed  it  to 
fmv0  somethins  of  his  own  complaint,  and  in  plain  words, 
ctatwl  it  to  be  bimd,  or  irariias  niion  that  imperfboUon,  which 
was  fottod  to  be  the  ease  on  elose  examination.  None  present 
had  MNpeeted  this  ftult  in  ttie  animal :  which  is  not  wonder- 
Ail,  eensiderinr  Uiet  it  may  ftecmentlr  exirt,  without  any 
appearance  m  the  organ  aflheted.    Bhnd  Willie,  beinff  aiked 


parti: 
Bati 


how  he  made  a  discovery  impereeptibte  lo  so  many  tentlemen 
who  had  their  eyesight,  oxplahwd,  U*at  after  feelmg  the  boriM's 
llmbf,  he  laid  one  hand  on  its  heart,  and  drew  the  other  bnskly 
•cfMS  Uie  aoimarseyee.  wtien  finding  no  ineiease  of  palsabon, 
in  nenseqaetoee  eT  ttw  latter  motion,  he  had  oome  to  the  couf 
aloaioa.  that.  Ike  hasp  mast  ba  Mind. 

2N 


Lady  of  Derby,  that,  if  the  daughter  ot  Edward 
Chriatian,  the  niece  of  her  murdered  victim,  aerved  bar 
aa  a  menial,  it  waa  but  for  the  purpose  of  vengeaaoa 
— miaerably,  miaerably  fruatrated  I— Thou  aeeat  thy 
folly  now— thou  wouldat  follow  yonder  ungrateral 
atnpling— thou  wouldat  foraake  all  other  thoughta  ta 
gain  his  alightest  notice;  and  now,  thou  art  a  forlonl 
outcaat,  ridiculed  and  inaulted  by  thoae  on  whoaa 
necks  you  mi^ht  have  trod,  had  you  governed  youraetf 
with  more  wiadom  {—But  come,  thou  art  atill  vi$ 
daughter— there  are  other  akiea  than  that  which  can- 
opies Britain." 

**^Stop  him,"  aaid  the  Kings  "we  must  know  by 
what  means  this  maiden  found  access  to  thoae  coii« 
iBned  in  our  priaona." 

"  I  refer  your  Majeaty  to  your  moat  Protestant  jaiki^ 
and  to  the  moat  Proteetant  Peers,  who,  in  order  to 
obtain  perfect  knowledge  of  the  depth  of  the  Popiaii 
Plot^  have  connrived  theae  ingenious  aperturea  fot 
visiting  them  in  their  cella  by  night  or  Hay.  Hia  6rao« 
of  Buckingham  can  aaaist  your  Majesty,  if  yon  an 
inclined  to  make  the  inquky.y* 

"Chriatian,"  aaid  the  Duke,  "thou  art  the  moal 
barefaced  villain  who  ever  breathed  I" 

"Of  a  commoner,  I  may,"  answered  Chnatian, ajtA 
led  hia  daughter  out  of  the  presence. 

"See  after  himi  Selby/ aaid  the  King;  "k>aanot 
eight  of  him  rill  the  ship  sail ;  if  he  dare  return  to 
Bntain,  it  shall  be  at  his  neril.  WouW  to  God  w« 
had  as  good  riddance  of  othera  aa  dangeroua !  And  I 
would  also,"  he  added,  after  a  momenta  pauae,  "  tha( 
all  our  political  intriguea  and  fevenah  alarms  oooht 
terminate  as  harmleasly  as  now.  Here  ip  a  plot  wilhp 
out  a  drop  of  blood;  and  all  the  elementa  of  a. 
romance,  without  ita  concluaion.  Here  we  have  # 
wandering  island  princeaa,  (I  prey  my  Ladyof  Deibrt 
pardon,)  a  dwar^  a  Moorish  sorceress,  an  impenitent 
rogue,  and  a  repentant  man  of  rank,  and  yet  aU  end* 
without  either  hanging  or  marriage." 

"Not  altogiBther  without  the  latter,"  aaid  the  Connt* 
ess,  who  had  an  opportunity,  dunng  the  evening  ff 
much  private  oonvereation  with  Julian  PevenL 
"  There  ia  a  certain  Major  Bridgenorth,  who,  ahioe 
your  Majeaty  relthqnishea  fiirther  inquiry,  into  tbeae 
proceedinga,  which  he  had  otherwiae  m tended  to 
abide,  deaigna,  ae  vre  are  informed,  to  leave  England 
for  ever.  Now,  thia  Bridgenorth,  by  dmt  of  the  law, 
hath  acquired  strong  poasession  over  thp  domains  of 
Peveifl,  which  he  ia  deairoua  to  reatore  to  the  ancient 
ownera,  with  much  fair  land  beaiaea,  conditionally 
that  our  young  Julian  will  receive  them  aa  the  dow- 
ery  of  hia  only  child  and  heir."    ^  ,  ,      *   . 

^'  By  my  foith,"  aaid  the  King,  **  ahe  moat  be  a  foul; 
fovoured  wench  indeed,  if  Jutian  requireatobepreaaea 
to  accept  her  on  auch  lair  conditions."^ 

"They  love  each  (   * 
said  the  Countess; 
not  the  roundheaded  allianbe.' 

"  Our  royal  recommendation  shall  put  that  to 
rights,"  said  the  King;  "Sir  Geofirey  Feveni,  haa 
not  BofTered  hardship  so  often  at  our  command,  thal^ 
he  will  refuae  our  recommendation  when  11  cornea  to 
make  him  amends  for  all  his  losses."  . 

It  may  be  aupposed  the  King  dki  not  apeak  withoot 
being  fully  aware  of  the  unlimited  aacendency  wluch 
he  possessed  over  the  spirit  of  the  old  Tory  5  for, 


onaucniBirconaiuone. 

}  each  other  like  lovere  of  the  last  age," 

ntess;  "but  the  stout  old  Knight  likaf 

I1iao«1im1  Alli«tii*A  " 


witfiln  four  weeks  afterwards,  Ihebella  of  Marundala 
ringing  for  the  union  of  the  familie% 


Moultraasiewerer 


m  aoooQoit  of  the  Popish  Plot,  10 
aereial  of  tiiem  were  pnvatelf  p«t 


from  whose  estatea  it  takee  its  compound  name,  aiid 
the  beacon  light  of  the  Castle  blaxed  high  over  hm 
and  dale,  and  summoned  all  to  r^ou:e  who  were 
withm  twenty  miles  df  ita  gleam.t 

*  It  was  said  tiiat  vm 
the  prisoners,  ooomitted 
make  disclosuras,  and  that  1 
to  Uie  torture. 

t  History  of  Colonel  Thomas  Blood.-Hiis  peisen,  who  waa 
capable  or  flraming  end  carrying  into  eseention  the  most  da» 
pemte  enterprises,  was  one  of  those  extraordinary  ebuaotti^ 
who  can  only  arise  amid  Uie  bloodshed,  eonfnston,  dMtractfoa 
of  morsJitr,  end  wide*tpreading  vlolenoe,  which  takenMea 
during  civil  war.  The  anangement  of  the  preeent  vonuna 
admitting  ofa  lengthened  digrassion.  we  cannot,  £whft»>  •■«» 
apon  a  snbjeet  mon  extraordinary  or  wtarmniim,  trnm 
Um  history  of  thie  notorious  despera^,  who  exhibited  all  ttw 
alameats  of  a  most  aciomplished  ndBan.  As  the  aecoaaiAi  • 
60* 


m 


BEVGRIL  OF  .XHfi  WK^ 


'.heM  adrMllnrM  \§  teiittprvd  in  vnrinn  tn<l  Mtroe  publication!, 
Ir  willprobabiy be ■'MftrrlR* m Ult  rMMr  cd brliif  the  mMt p^ 
fiarkAbifiof  Uwm  under  hi#eye,  inatfitnttitanoouapotntof  rinvr. 
Btood'i  fattier  is  reported  to  h«vo  b«en  a  blackMnitii ;  bat 
Utjt  waii  only  a  diyimrariny  mode  of  d^anribins  a  person  wlio 
liad  a  eonc«m  in  iron-wortci.  tind  had  thua  anqujr^  indepen- 
ttflnm.  He  emared  oarljr  to  life  into  the  Cini  War,  aarved  aa  e 
Jieuteitaol  in  the  Pafliamenl  forqaa,  and  waa  put  by  Henry 
Cromwell,  Lord  Deputj  of  Ireland,  into  the  comtniaaion  of  the 


Kaee,  when  he  wai  ainrceljr  two-and-twentjr.    This  outset  in 
»  decided  his  pelitteal  part r  for  ever;  and  however  unf  ~*^  ^ 
^inetptes  of  s«eh  a  raen  raodered  hiro  for  tlie  sooiely  of 


urbo  profesaed  a  rifidily  of  reiieion  and  morals,  ao  useful  was 
Blood's  mpidirr  of  invention,  and  so  welt  wns  lie  known,  that  he 
was  held  eapableof  fVaminvwfth  sataeitr.and  eonduetinvwith 
akill,  the  most  desperate  uodertakinfs.  and  in  a  uiiiNilent  time, 
wM  aMowed  to  aasoeiate  with' tlM  noh-jurotv,  who  allteted  a 
peculiar  austerity  of  conduct  and  sentimenta.  lo  1663.  the  Act 
•Tflettlement  in  Iretand.  and  the  pmceedinn  thereupon,  aflbet- 
ed  Blood  deeply  in  his  fortune,  and  fyom  Uiat  moment  he  ap* 
peua  to  have  nourished  the  moat  invetarvia  hatied  to  the  Duke 
of  Ormond.  tha  Lord  Lieeteaant  of  Ireland,  whom  he  eoaai- 
ieiMd  as  the  auttior  of  tlie  measures  voder  wtuch  he  suflered. 
Theie  were  at  this  time  many  malecontents  of  the  same  partj 
With  himself,  eo  Chat  Lieateiiant  Blood,  aa  the  moat  danaft 
fnnf  them,  waa  a'ie  to  pat  liimaelf  at  the  head  of  a  eoaapi* 
■AT  which  had  for  its  purposa  t)ie  exeitinf  a  feneral  inaoitee- 
floh,  and^s  a  preh'minary  atep.  the  surprisinf  of  the  Castle  of 
Dublin.  The  means  psoposad  for  the  last  purpose,  which  wae 
i»b«  the  pielttde  to  Uie  riefog,  augured  tlie  desperation  of  the 
person  by  whom  it  waaoontrived,and  yet  mifht  probably  have 
«Mceade€l,ftom  its  verr  boldneaa.  A  declaration  was  drawn  up 
by  the  hand  of  Blood  himself  caUinc  upon  all'perions  to  take 
arms  fbr  the  libertjr  of  the  subject,  and  the  restoration  of  the 
SolamR  Lesfua  and  Covenant.  For  the  surprise  of  the  casUe, 
i&  was  provided,  that  several  persons  with  petitiona  in  their 
hands,  were  to  wait  within  the  walls,  as  if  they  ataid  to  present 
Oiem  to  the  Lord  Lieutenaat,  while  about  fi^urscore  of  the  old 
Miinf  disbanded  soldiers  were  to  remain  en  the  oetside,  dreas* 
•d  like  caipeatera,amitb«.  ahoemakeie,  and  other  ordnmrrme- 
elnaiea.  As  sooa  as  tlis  Lord  Lieutenant  went  in.  a  baker  waa 
Co  PIUS  by  the  main  fuard  with  a  large  basket  or  white  bread 
"^  r  maaiog  a  '  *  " 


sssr     _^ 

Ms  kvrden,  whien  might  ereate  a  scramble  among  the  soMien 
1  oOhr  tlie  fovrseore  I 


back,    ftrn 


i  Mse  step,  he  was  to  tlirow  down 


mgUwsoMiert, 
I  oppottoaHg  Or 
i  in  their  haiida 


1^  while  the  others  with  petitions  . 

.ured  all  within ;  and  being  once  master  of  the  castle  and  the 

Dokc  of  Ormond's  person,  they  wera  io  publish  their  declare- 

tfoa.    But  some  of  the  principal  eoospiralors  were  appraheoded 


A  twelve  Imun  beAm  the  time  appointed  for  the  eiectttioo  of 
the  design,  in  which  no  lasetliaa  seven  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons  (for  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  was  then  sitting)  were 
fltooeemed.  Leekie,  a  minister,  the  brothe^in•lnw  of  Blood, 
WM, with  uveral  others,  tried,  eeaderaned,  and  exeoatad.  Blood 
aflbotod  bis  escape,  but  was  stilt  so  much  the  obieet  of  puMic 
lyiprehcnsion,  that  a  rumour  having  arisen  during  Leckie's  exu- 
dation, that  Mi^nr  Blood  was  at  hand  with  a  parijr  to  rescue  the 
pHsoner.  every  «Hie  of  the  eimrds,  and  tlie  exeeutioner  himself, 
ahillsd  for  theiaaalvai,  leamng  Leckia,  with  the  iialiar  about  hia 
neek,  standiog  alone  ander  the  callows ;  but  aa  do  reacoe  ap- 
peared, the  stteriff-oflSoers  retumea  to  their  duty.aod  the  criminal 
was  executed  Meantime  Blood  retired  among  the  mountains 
of  Iralaad,  wheae  he  herded  alternately  witli  Ainaiies  and  Pa- 
pists, provided  only  they  weie  diseoatented  with  the  govera- 
e^enL    There  were  fow  persons  better  acquainted  with  the 


•ittrifuesof  the  time  than  this  active  pertisan,  wlio  was  %lter- 
nately  Quaker,  Anabaptist,  or  Catholic,  but  always  a  rebel,  and 
ravnlattionist ;  he  shiftod  from  plaee  to  plaoe.  and  ttmn  king- 

pm  m  kingdom ;  became  known  to  the  Admiral  de  Ruyiec,  aod 
was  the  soul  of  every  desperate  plot 

In  particular,  about  less,  Mr.  Blood  was  one  of  the  revolution- 


ary eommittee.  or  secret  council,  which  continued  its  sittings, 
netwitliatandtug  diet  government  knew  of  its  meetinga.  fm 
their  security,  they  had  about  thirty  stoat  follows  posted  around 


tha  plaoe  where  they  met,  in  the  nature  of  a  corps  de  gari».  It 
leB  out,  that  two  of  the  members  of  the  council,  to  save  them- 
selves, and  perliaps  for  the  sake  of  a  mvrard,  betrayed  all  their 
tiaasactions  to  the  miaistry,  whiob  Mr.  Blood  soon  suspected, 
atd  la  a  short  time  got  to  tlie  bottom  of  the  whole  affair.  He 
aMMinted  tliese  two  persons  to  fneet  him  at  a  tavern  in  tlie  city, 
wliera  he  had  his  guard  ready,  who  seemed  them  without  any 
ndise,  and  earried  them  to  a  private  place  provided  for  the 
pmKMe,  whera  he  called  a  kind  of  court-mariial,  before  wliora 
they  wen  tried,  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  be  shot  two 
days  a/ter  in  tbe  same  place.  When  tha  time  a)>pointed  canne, 
they  were  brought  out,  and  all  ttie  necessary  preparations  made 
for  putting  the  aenteneehi  execution ;  and  the  poor  men,  see^ 
tag  no  hoped  eaeape,  diapoaed  themaelvas  to  sufler  as  well  a 
they  cou'u.  At  this  critical  junctoie.  Mr.  Blood  was  graciously 
pleawd  to  grant  tliem  his  pardon,  and  at  the  same  time  advised 
them  to  go  to  liieir  new  mester.  tell  him  all  that  had  liappened, 
and  request  him,  in  the  aanie  of  their  old  confederates,  to  be  as 
fovourable  to  such  of  tliem  as  should  at  any  time  stand  in  need 
of  Mf  mercy.  Whether  Iheae  unfortunate  people  ea-ried  Mr. 
Bfood's  mesiage  to  the  king,  does  not  anywhere  appear.  It  i« 
however  eertafii,  that  not  lonf  after  the  whole  conspiracy  was 
discovered ;  in  ronsequence  of  which,  on  ttie  28lh  of  April,  tMQ, 
Col.  Johh  Rathbone,  and  soma  other  offloera  of  the  late  dis- 


name  a  discredit,  or  perhana  did  not  know  it  i  iwrT^ivm—  • 
ifflrmed  fii  a  pamphfer  wlWfon  by  a  person  who  aaeena  f»  hi 
been  well  aequaintad  with  tlie  inodeate  of  his  life,  that 


Nl  tho  dangoraof  the  detect  at  Pentlaod  Hills,  trth  No- 
»er,  10M,  in  which  the  Cameroniaos  were  totally  roatad. 
'  the  engagement,  he  found  his  wor  again  to  leeiaML  Smt 


:  suspicloiL  But  opportunities  ara  not  ao  •aoUv  fa 
were  at!  places  convenient,  so  (hat  tbe  oonvwy  and  ti 
r  were  gone  a  'good  way  beyond  Newark,  before  1 
'  '  I  friends  had  aay  seentof  their prieoiicT.    Ate 


joy,  wera  tried  and  eonvieted  at  tiie  Old  Bailey  for  a 

plot  to  aarpnae  the  Tower,  aad  to  kill  Qeueral  Monk. 

After  his  concern  with  this  deaperaie  conclave,  who  wera 
euieBy  foaatiea,  aod  Fiflh*Moaarehy  men.  Blood  exeliaoged 


■eas,  and 
BaMeur  i 


eoMM  for  Beotlaod,  whera  Iw  oungled  among  the  _  __     __ 
u  and  most  have  been  a  most  acceptable  aaaociata  to  #oho 
Jour  of  Bariey,  or  any  other  who  joined  tha  insurgents 
■law  eat  of  cptoen  or  desire  of  plunder,  Uian  IVom  religious 
■fettvaa.   Tha  wnten  of  the  aaa  aaen  lo  i»va  thiracM  his 


shared  I 

vf*mber,  „_ 

After  the  engagement,  he  found  his  wor  again  to  leeiamL  Smt 
waahualed  oat  of  Ulster  by  Lord  Doogaimoa,  who  pareoed  him 
very  clgseiy.  Oa  bis  return  to  England  he  made  biaaolf  agaia 
notorious  by  an  exploit,  of  which  the  v«ry  aiogular  i>arliridaw 
are  rontained  in  the  pamphlet  already  mentiooed.*  The  aar> 
rativa  runs  at  lUlow*  i— "  Among.  Ute  persons  apprehended  for 
the  lata  fonatic  ooMpiney,  wee  one  Captain  Maaoa,  a  pasaMi  fot 
whom  Mr.  Blood  had  a  particular  aOeetion  aod  ftiaodabigb 
This  person  was  to  be  removed  frnm  Loodoa  to  mw  of  the 
northern  oountios,  in  order  to  liit  trial  at  the  aasiaea :  aod  la 
that  intent  waa  sent  down  with  eight  of  the  D«ke*a  troop  la 

rd  him, being  leckeDud  to  be  a  peoowbold  aad  niiMgsims, 
Blood  haviag"  ootioe  of  this  jouraey ,  tesolvee  by  the  way  ta 
rescue  his  f^iena.  Tlie  prisoner  aod  his  guard  wapt  away  m 
Chemomhir.  end  Mr.  Bfood  having  made  chfiiee  of  three  ason 
of  hia  acquaintance,  set  forward  the  same  day  at  night;  withe 
boots,  upon  omall  horsea,  and  Hieir  pistole  in  tlwlrww— s. 

ptevoot  suspi'-"     ■^-* * — ■ 

neither  were  a 

prisoner  were  gone  a  'good  way  t 

Blood  aod  hia  friends  had  aay  seet  

^ , ,  -y,a  aeatinel  to  watch  his  comiag  by ;  bwt 

It  was  out  of  fear,  or  that  tlie  person  was  tared  with  a  tedaooi 
expectation,  the  sentinel  brourtu  them  no  tidings  either  oT  the 
pneoner  or  niagaaid,  ineomuen  that  Mr.  Rood  and  hie  eesapa 
nions  began  to  think  their  friend  so  for  before  them  19011  tha 
road,  that  it  would  be  in  vain  to  follow  him.    Yet  im*!  williag 

Sgive  over  an  enterprise  so  generously  andertakea.  opoo  Mi. 
ood's  encouragement,  they  node  ou.  though  ibmjmtring  of 
success*  till  finding  it  grow  towuRis  evening^  aod  OMOtiac  with 
a  eoDvenient  ion  apon  tho  road,  la  a  small  viHave  nftt  for  fossa 
Doncaater,  they  resolved  to  lie  there  all  nvghi,  an4  latara  M 
London  the  nekt  morning.  Ta  that  inn  they  halt  not  sat  loqa 
ia  a  reom  next  ttievtreet,  condoling  among  tbemeeleee  fhe  ill 
sucoeaa  of  such  a  tedious  journey,  and  the  uiafbrlSDo  of  fhst 
friend,  before  the  emivoy  came  tbttnderii«ap  to  the  tfooraf  fhi 
said  inn  with  their  prisoner.  Captain  Masoa  liav  iaa  m%4Knf 
of  that  tnn,  as  being  best  known  to  him,  to  give li  * 
the  refreshment  of  a  dosea  of  drink.  There  Mr.  " 
hada  foil  view  of  hia  (Head,  and  of  the pereona 

with.    He  had  be^okeaamall  swper,  which  1       

"     *    *    * '   e  tor  eensultatiga,  aadmg  iha' 

'Jewte 

^ , thafefoia,dbi7 

called  fot  their  heieee,  and  threw  down  tbe  naoav  9ur  thar 
reckoning,  teltfng  the  wonmn  of  the  house,  (hat  almi  they  kai 
met  with  such  good  o>»mpany,  they  wer^  resolved  to  nfomaad. 
Captain  MAaen  went  off  flnt  vpoa  a  aorty  beast,  aaid  wMitom 


so  that  be  had  but  very  little  time/ . 

Captain  Mason's  party  did  not  intend  to  alighL  On  I 
he  only  gave  geaerri  directiohe  to  his  aasoeiatoe  u 
exanmle la  whatever  they  saw  him  do.    la  haato,  tba 


of  tlianarty,  1 

hiad  to  make  an  end  of  their  liquor.  Then  awajr  mardheA  eeo 
more  single,  and  in  a  very  small  time  tLTta  the  laat  two.  By  lb» 
time,  Mr.  Blood  and  one  of  his  mends  being  horsed,  followed 
the  two  that  wera  hlndmoei,  and  aoon  overtook  them.  Thasa 
foar  rode  some  litUe  time  together,  Mr.  Blood  oa  tbe  right  haa< 
of  the  two  aotdiers.  and  his  fVicnd  00  the  led  Bat  opotk  a  aai* 
•dta,  Mr.  Blood  laid  hold  of  the  reins  of  the  borse  nort  him^ 
while  his  (Head,  in  observatfon  to  his  direetiooa,  4i4  tho  aama 
on  the  otlier  hand ;  and  having  pceeanBy  by  aaiy  *     " 

e«  tbe  aoldieis,  palled  off  their  bridles,  aad  aeot ^. 

pick  their  graas  where  they  pleased.  These  two  beiog  tlum  nsada 
sere  of,  Mr.  Bfood  pursues  his  game,  intending  to  hav«  leached 
tbe  single  trooper  t  bat  he  being  got  to  the  reel  of  lilo  followe, 
now  reduced  to  six,  and  a  barber  of  York,  that  tmvoUed  m  thair 
company.  Mr.  Blood  laade  up,  heads  tbe  wh<)te  party,  asMi  ereps 
tfiem ;  of  which  some  of  the  foremost.  lookiag  i^ioa  hiaa  to  be 
either  drank  or  mad,  thought  the  rebuke  of  a  switch  to  be  a 
safllcient  chastisemant  of  such  A  rash  presomution,  wMc|i  (bey 
exercised  witli  aiore  comempt  than  fury,  tiN,  by  the  ludeaasaof 
his  compliments  in  return,  he  gave  tliem  to  understaad  ho  waa 
not  in  jest,  but  in  von  good  earnest  He  was  soon  seconded  by 
his  nriend  that  was  with  hibi  In  hia  flret  exploit  1  bet  there  bad 
been  several  roogli  blows  dealt  between  the  imeqwal  noasbar  of 
six  10  two,  before  Mr*  Blood's  two  otlier  frieada  ewme  np  to 
iheir  assistance  {  nay.  I  may  safoly  say  six  to  two  ;  for  the  bv- 
ber  of  York,  whether  out  of  his  iiatorat  propensity  to  the  apart, 
or  that  bis  pot- vat  lanmess  had  made  him  eogeoeroaa  ae  to  help 
hia  follow'travellera,  woald  needs  ahow  his  valanr  al  tha  begia- 
ning  of  the  ftayi  bat  better  had  he  baea  at  tbe  laitor  a^  of  a 
feaati  fl»  ibougli  lie  showed  hia  pradenoe  to  toke  Uw  stronger  aide 
as  he  gieaaed  by  tlie  aomber,  yetbecnase  he  %vo«id  taken*  « 
ing.  %rnicb  was  olton  givea  him,  not  to  pat  bimaelf  to  the  hs 
of  losing  a  gaiUr-ftngar  by  meddling  ia  a  busioem  ilmt  1 

ceoceraed  him,  he  lost  bia  life,  as  they  were  forced  to  d_ 

him,  in  the  Ant  place,  for  giviag  lliem  a  neadlaas  trsnMe.  Tha 
barber,  being  beeome  an  uselesa  msliameot,  atod  the  oiheroTM  t 
Blood's  flrienda  betog  come  up,  Uie  akinaish  bspan  to  be  vaip 
amart,  Uie  four  assailanto  having  siagled  out  tbsw  champleaa  aa 
foiriy  and  equally  as  they  could.  iUl  this  white,  Captaia  Ma* 
son,  being  rode  before  apon  bis  tbirty'Oliilliag  alead,  woadanoif 
his  guard  came  not  with  him.  looked  back,  and  ohaaretng  ■ 


oomSuation,  aod  tluit  they  were  altogether  W  the  earn,  kaaw 
not  what  to  think.  He  eonjectored  itat  Ant  to  have  baan  ao«a 
intrigue  upon  him.  aa  if  tha  troopera  liad  a  design  to  tempt  bin 
loan  eaeape.  wliieh  might  aflarwarda  prove  more  to  bin  iwaie> 
dice  $  just  like  cats,  that,  with  legardlasseeorn,  seem  to  give  Iha 
distmssed  mouse  all  tlie  liberty  ia  tlie  world  to  get  away  oat  as 
tJieir  pa  ws^but  aeon  reeovar  their  prey  again  at  aae^  ""^ 
upon,  unwilling  to  undergo  the  haaiidof  each  a  '-- 


laataaejonpi  1 

such  a  tnal.  ha  c 

backi  at  whiciriime  Mr.lNood  cried  out  to  him,  Uoree.hoiaa 
aa  alarm  ao  amaaiot  at  Ocat,  that  ha  eanld  Bot  beliavw 


quickly  I  i 
•  RMMxks  so  lbs  Life  sf  lbs  fomsd  Mr.  JBIswl.  I.SWIM1,  Ifll^  gWla. 


>M;^aJUDl 


^KfmL  Oi  VHBVKtf. 


ff  MiKtvf  BM  are  to—  nmunomd  ttfallitr,  tnd  nmm  bold 
apMiith  oouiMito,  tlM  Gwtjuii  praMolty  wtOed  hia  iMolutiMi, 
WMMU  Um  DMit  hMve  tiMt  wunted  a  ridar,  and  puta  it  ki  ft>r  a 
•haia  of  hia  •wn  aetr-preaarratioii.  In  tbia  Moodjr  oooHict,  Mr. 
BiMMl  waa  thiaa  tinaa  anhomd,  oecationad  br  hia  IbrfetAib 
paaa,  a«  havinff  oa^ittad  to  naw  girt  hia  aaddia,  wMeh  tha  oatlar 
bo4  uokMiaad  upoa  tha  waddinc  at  bia  firat  eoaBiat  iota  tba 
ma.  Baina  tbaa  ao  orlao  diaBBo—iad,  aad  oot  knowlnf  tha 
raoooB,  wbieh  tha  oceaaioa  would  notfiva  Mm  laavo  tn  eonaidar, 
ho  laaulvad  to  flfht  it  ovton  foot  t  of  whiah  two  of  tba  aoldtara 
takioff  tha  advanlago,  atoffkad  bim  oat,  aod  drova  him  bitoa 
eourt^jaidt  wbava  ha  nada  a  taod  with  a  ftall  bodj,  hia  awoid 
ia  ona  hand,  aad  hia  piatol  in  tha  otfaar.  Qna  of  ibo  aotdiara 
takinff  that  advaataca  of  hia  open  bodjr,  abot  blai  naar  tba 
abMwldaf-blado  of  hia piatol  ana*  at  which  tiaia  ba  had  (bar  otbar 
haUota  in  hia  bodf.  that  ha  had  (aaaivod  bafcfa ;  which  tha  ao»> 
diat  obaanrinf ,  flanf  hMdiachamad  piatol  at  him  with  that  good 
aina and  nolaaaa.  that  ba  hit  binaatanafaif  Mow  jnat  aadar 
Um  AMobaad,  ipoo  tba  vppar  partjof  tha  noaabatwaan  the  area, 

Shich  for  tha  piaaaat  aa  anaaad  Hiib,  that  ha  gave  himaalf  ovar 
r  a  daad  mao ;  fat  raaolvuig  to  giva  oaa  apairiag  Mow  balbia 
ba  expired,  rach  la  tba  atrange  proroaatioa  and  aaeeaaa  of  daa» 
p%ir,  with  oQo  vigorooa  alroka  of  hia  awoffd«  ba  broa|Ait  hia 
advaraaiy  with  a  veegaaaea  fkwB  hia  hofaa.  and  laid  him  m  a  fbr 
woiaa  oondition  than  himaelf  at  bia  boiaa'a  feat  At  that  tima, 
full  of  anier  aad  larango.  he  waa  jnat  going  to  aaka  aa  and  or 
liia  oonaaaat,  by  ghrina  hha  tba  fbtal  aiab.  bat  that  in  tha  v«ry 
aiok  of  time.  CapUin  Maaon.  having,  by  the  help  af  hia  Aianda, 
dooa  hia  ^iirnaa  where  they  had  fought,  by  the  death  of  wNaa, 
and  tha  diaabiing  of  othaia  that  oppoaed  theat,  cane  in,  aod  bid 
hiaa  bold  and  apara  tha  lib  of  one  that  had  been  the  ciTileat 
pavaoo  to  htm  upon  tba  road,  a  ftaftuaata  piece  of  kindaaaa  in 
tha  one,,  and  of  gratibide  in  tlia  other ;  which  Mr.  Blood  aaaily 
aoodaaoaoding  to,  by  the  joint  aaaistanoa  of  the  Captain,  tha 
othar  aoldiar  waa  eoon  aiaateBed,  and  tha  victory,  after  a  ahaup 
ftjrht,  that  ia«ted  above  two  boora,  was  at  length  compleled. 
Voa  may  be  Mire  the  light  waa  wall  mahitaiaed  on  both  aidoa, 
while  two  of  the  loldicra,  beaidea  tha  barber,  were  alabi  apon 
tiM  place,  three  uobormd,  and  tha  raat  wounded.  And  it  waa 
olMervabra,  that  though  the  eacooatar  happened  in  a  Tillage, 
where  a  great  nnmberef  peoale  were  spectalora  of  the  ooaebat, 
yet  none  would  adveatttra  the  leaeoe  of  either  party,  aa  not 
knowing  which  waa  in  the  wraaf,  or  which  ia  the  right,  and 
were  tberafora  wary  of  being  aibiliatora  in  auoh  a  daaperate 
eonteat,  where  tliey  aa w  the  raarard  of  aanatanca  to  be  nothing 
but  Diaaaot  death.  After  the  combat  waa  over,  Mr.  Blood  and 
lilefyieuda  divided  tbemaelvea,  aad  parted  aaveral  waya" 

Before  he  had  engaged  in  Ihta  advaotuiu.  Blood  bad  alacad 
bia  wife  aad  eon  iaan  apothecanr'a  ahap  at  Rumfbrd,  under  the 
oama  of  Wanton.  He  niroaelf  afterwarda  ailbclad  to  pradiae  aa 
a  phyaieJan  under  that  of  Ayliffe,  under  which  gaian  be  reim ' 
ad  concealed  uniil  hia  wonnda  were  cured,  and  the  hue  aad 
agaioat  him  an4  hia  aooompliow  wera  aomewhat  abated. 

In  tiM  mean  time  thia  extraor«tinanr  maa.  whoaa  apirita  toiled 
IB  framing  tba  moat  daring  eaterprieea,  had  deriaed  a  plot, 
which,  aa  it  reepe^tad  tbe  peraon  at  whom  it  waa  aiaMd,  waa  of 
a  much  more  ambitioua  character  than  that  for  the  delivery  of 
Alaaoo.  It  bad  for  it«  object  the  aafaave  of  the  peraan  of  the 
Duka  of  Orraood,  hia  ancient  enemy,  in  theatieela  of  London. 
In  thia  aon»e  have  thought  he  ealy  meant  io  gratify  hia  re- 
iLwhl' " .-  .  .        


lile  others  suppoae  that  be  might  hope 

\»t  advantagea  by  detaining  his  Grace  in 

The  Duke's  hiatoriaa.  Carta, gives. the 


to  extort 

e  important  advantagea  by  detaining  his  Grace  in  hia  handa 

aa  a  prisoner.  The  Duke's  historiaa.  Carta, gives. the  following 
aocount  of  this  extraordinary  enterpriie  t~'*  The  Prince  of 
Orange  came  thia  year  (1C70)  into  England,  aad  being  iaviled 
on  Dec  C.  lo  an  entartainineot  in  the  city  of  Loadea.bia  Grace 
attended  him  thither.  As  he  was  returning  homewards  in  a 
dark  nisht,  and  going  up  SuJamea'a  Btroel,  at  the  cod  ef  which, 
facing  the  palace., stood  Clarendon  Houee,  where  he  thenlived, 
hn  was  atUcked  by  Blood,  aod  five  of  hia  accomplicea.  The 
Dnka  always  used  to  ao  attended  with  six  A>otmen  {  but  aa  they 
were  too  heaver  a  load  to  ride  upon  a  coach,  he  alwaya  had  iroa 
spikes  behind  it  to  keep  them  ovm  gettiof  up  {  aod  «     ' 


Bpikes  Dentnd  it  to  keep  them  Irvm  gettiof  ui  . 

this  praclice  to  his  dying  day,  even  after  this  attempt  of 

sinaCion.  These  afx  Footmen  used  to  walk  on  both  aides  of  the 
street  over  asainst  the  coach  ;  but  by  some  contrivance  or  other, 
they  were  all  stoppod  and  out  of  rhe  way.  when  the  Duke  waa 
taken  out  of  his  coach  bv  Blood  and  his  son,  and  mounted  on 
honebark  behind  one  of  the  horsemen  in  his  oompeny.  The 
ooachman  drove  on  to  Clarendon  Houae,  and  told  the  porter 
that  the  Duke  had  been  seised  by  two  men,  who  had  carried 
him  down  Pickadilly.  The  porter  Immediately  ran  that  way. 
and  Mr.  James  Clarke  chancing  to  be  at  that  time  in  the  court 
of  the  house,  followed  with  all  possible  haste,  having  first 
alarmed  the  family,  and  ordered  the  servants  to  come  after  him 
aa  fost  as  they  cotild.  Blood,  it  seems,  either  to  gratify  the  hu- 
mour of  his  patron,  who  had  set  him  upon  this  work,  or  to  gl  A 
his  own  revenxe  by  puttinf  his  Grace  to  the  aame  iMorainiooa 
d«ath,  which  his  areomplioea  in  tha  treasonable  design  upon 
Dublin  Castle  had  suflbred,  had  taken  a  strong  fkncy  into  his 
li«ad  to  hang  the  Duke  at  Tyburn.  Nothing  could  hove  saved 
his  Grace's  life,  but  that  extravagant  imagination  and  passion 
of  the  villain,  who,  leaving  the  Duke  mounted  and  buckled  to 
o«ie  of  his  comrades,  rude  on  before,  and  (as  is  said)  actually 
tied  a  rope  to  the  gallows,  and  then  rode  back  to  aee  what  was 
become  of  his  accomplicea,  whom  be  met  riding  off  in  a  great 
hurry.  The  horMman  to  whom  the  Duke  was  tied,  was  a 
person  of  great  strength,  but  being  embarrassed  by  bis  Grace's 
struggling,  could  not  advance  as  fbst  as  he  desirea.  He  was, 
however,  got  a  aood  way  beyond  Berkeley  (now  Devonshire) 
House,  towards  Kni^tsbtidge,  when  the  Duke  bavins  fot  his 
foot  under  the  man^s,  unboiaed  him,  and  they  botli  fell  down 
together  in  the  mud,  where  Uiey  were  straggling,  when  tbe 
porter  and  Mr.  Clarke  came  up.  The  villain  then  disengaged 
himself,  and  seeing  Uie  neighbourhood  alarmed,  and  numbers  of 
peopla  raaaiag  towarda  thanv  got  on  horseback,  and  having. 


villi  one  of  Ma  aowadaa,  aiad  tkeir  piaiola«llha  Ddta^  (Wl 
'   lim,  aa  lakiaa  their  aim  in  the  dark,  aad  ia  a  harry,| 
aa  fbat  aa  nay  oauld  ta  aave  theaiaalvaa    Tbe  Dane 


(aow  aixty  yeara  ef  age)  waa  quite  apant  wHb  aUuggliag,  ao 
that  when  Mr.  Claika  aad  the  porlar  oama  op,  thejr  kaew  him 


Claika  aad  the  norlar  c ,  ..„_ 

r  by  fbeliBg  hia  star,  than  by  any  sound  c(  voice  he  aoald 

;  aad  they  were  foroad  to  cany  hna  home,  and  lay  him  aa 

a  bed  to  raeover  hia  apirita.    He  received  aome  woaada  aad 
braiaea  ia  tha  atiMgle,  which  eoafhied  him  withia  r 
aome  days.    The  Kiag.  whea  he  beard  of  thia  inland 
aiaatioa  of  the  Duke  of  Ormand,  axiaaaaad  a  great  mi 

on  that  •ccaaion,  aad  iaaued  oat  a  prodamattoa  (br  t 

very  and  a^pfehenaloa  of  the  miaereanta  ceacaiaed  ki  tha  aa- 
tanmt** 

Blood,  howufvur,  lay  concealed,  and  wHh  his  usual  saecaas. 
escaped  apprehaaaioo.  Vhilethuahiiking,beentertaiaedaad 
digealed  aa  exploit,  evIaeiBtf  the  saaie  atroci^  which  had  i*|m 
raetariaad  the  undartakiaa  no  had  fbnaeriy  beea  eaaagad  ia« 
thata  waaalao  to  be  tau«d  ia  bis  aew  device  aomethiag  of  that 
peculiar  diapoaiUee  which  inclined  him  to  be  deairoos  ef  add 
iwr  ta  the  nmrder  of  the  Dake  of  Ormond,  the  aiagalar  mfbaif 
offMsttinghTintofff^ffTXtTrbvm.  Withsometbiagof theaama 

SVir  r.i'-  nriw  retolved  ^q  nhow  U»  {tai^ip^nni].  v(  moaaichy^aad 
\u  isiritmlji,  L>  virAlifif  ihe-erown,  pw['frf\  hndothera  ' 
of  the  iffaJuL,  out  of  the  u^T9  in  whirlj  Uipj  i 


and  ^nric-liinr  himMfif  u<ri  hii  noedr  iM^tciai'^s with  the  aro* 
dnm  nf  the  iiuiLi.  Till*  fi'st,  by  whicJL  BUrvri  ia  aow  chmfly 
mnidtntforod,  Tt,  UKp  sII  tiii  irBrwictJuiiA,  mArkpil  with  a  daring 
atrnrnof  efmiti^  and  (lapLiHiy,  m^  Ukti  GtotL  of  hiaaaderta* 
kiriff *,  WA«  vi-rv  I  ikol  f  ta  ti  i  irci  proved  iu  rrcFvfu) .  Joha  Bayley« 
Eki.  fti  hit  HijiiiiTy  bfiri  AntKjEitiLif^  uf  Lhr  To virer  of  Loadou, 
gi^  (^e.  sih^  Mlnwknp  ilifunrt  trrjiuiit  af  Lhis  nnouaeaploit  At 
th  '  I.  Hi/uUborlTslboiwosM^oHi',  SI  iiwaicalled,of 
th  '  I4mii«. 

^  li  WW  soon  after  the  appotntroeat  of  Sir  Gilbert  Talbe*^ 
that  tbe  Raaalia  in  the  Tower  flrat  became  ohiacU  of  pabho  m* 
spectioa,  which  Kiag  Chailea  allowed  in  coneequeaca  of  the 
reducuoa  in  the  emoluments  of  the  BMSter'aolBce.  ThcDroflla 
which  areae  fVom  ahowinf  the  jewtia  to  atrangars,  Bir  Gilbert 
amlgned  hi  lieu  of  a  aalaryjo  ttie  peraoo  whom  he  had  appoiat* 
ad  to  the  care  of  theak  Thia  waa  aa  old  eeaftdential  aewaat 
of  hia  fothar'a,  oaa  Talbot  Bdwanla,  whoee  name  ia  beaded 
down  to  poetarity  aa  keeper  of  the  ragalia,  whea  tbe  uatorimH 
atmmpt  to  steal  the  crown  waa  madd In  the  year  IfTS ;  the  fol* 
lowing  aeonont  of  whi«9h  ia  dually  derived  ftom  a  ralatioa 
which  Mr.  Edwarda  bimaelf  made  of  the  transaction. 

**  Aboat  three weeka  befora  thia  aadacioaa  vilkua  Blood  made 
hia  attempt  upon  the  crown,  he  caase  to  the  Tower  hi  the  habk 
ef  a  paraon,  with  a  long  doak,  eaaaock,  aod  canonical  girdle, 
accompanied  by  a  woman,  whom  he  called  hia  wife.  They  de- 
sired to  see  the  regalia,  and,  juat  aa  their  wiahea  lad  bean  gra* 
tiflad,  the  lady  foigned  andden  iadispoaitioa  ;  thia  called  ftarlh 
the  kind  ofllces  of  Mra.  Edwards,  the  keeper'a  wUb,  who, 
having  eourteously  invited  her  iato  their  bouim  to  repose  her* 
self;  MM  soon  reeovered,  and.  on  their  departure,  pcofbased 
thamaelvea  thankful  for  thia  civilitv.  A  fow  daya  after.  Blood 
came  again,  briagiag  a  present  to  Mrs.  Edwarda,  of  fbur  paim 
of  white  glovea  ftom  hia  preleaded  wifo ;  and  having  tliuaba* 
gun  the  aeqaainlaace,  tliey  made  fmquant  visla  to  uaprave  it. 
Alter  a  short  lespite  of  their  compliments,  the  diagnised  rulHan 
mtumed  agahi }  aad  ia  coavarsation  with  Mia.  Edwards,  said 
that  hia  wiibcould  discaaaaa  of  nothing  but  the  kindnem  of  thoaa 

_^^  . ^  s-  .w^  m^_« — iKflt  fhe  bad  kmg  stadied.  aad  at 

la.Fv^.  Lr.-. e4il  ih,,^.,i  .,',  ^  r,u.,':MaMwayof  raquitaL   You 

have,  quoth  iw,  ■  pRftir  rinifi<  c^Mitlewomao  for  your  daughter. 
and  I  Utivv  A  ?"UT>^  niHr,.1bew.  ^ti<^  baa  two  or  three  huadrad 
a-i  efli  in  lind,  ruiti  it  m  fviy  rijf(*r  l».  If  your  daughter  be  ftae, 
aatj  ruu  s;i[»mvt  it,  vn  hnnt  lum  iiew  to  see  her,  aod  we  will 
aieiH  iivbt»r  \h  mske  it  s  nuirlt  Thia  waa  eoai!/  aasenied  to  by 
oH  Mt  Efiwanit,  f^tm  \nv%^t!<i  tiit!  paraoa  to  diae  with  him  on 
tkii  iisT :  t]H>  tv%Ai\f  nnrfE'T^^d  i>ic  lovitatien  j  and  taking  apoa 
him  tJ'  Miv  firaoj?,  [Mrrann'^-d  it  wiih  treat  saemiag devotion,  and 
ca«Eiri«  uti  \y\*  i^\fvt.  rr.nriuiit^f)  ji  with  a  prayer  for  tl.a  King. 
QtmuQ,  •cid  rtiyai  ramiiy.  AftCf  dioear,  he  went  up  to  see  the 
rooms,  and  observing  a  handsooM  case  of  pistols  hang  ihaie 
expraaaed  a  great  daatre  to  buy  them,  to  present  tea  young  lord, 
who  was  his  neighbour ;  a  pretence  by  which  he  thought  of  die- 
arming  the  house  againat  the  period  intended  for  tlie  execntiou 
of  hia  design.  At  his  departure,  which  wss  a  canonical  bene- 
diction of  the  good  company,  he  appointed  a  day  and  hour  to 
bring  his  voung  nephew  to  see  his  mistress,  which  was  the  very 
day  that  be  mode  his  daring  attempt  The  food  old  gentleman 
had  got  up  ready  to  receive  his  gueat,  and  the  daughter  was  in 
her  best  dress  to  entertain  her  expected  lover  \  when,  behold. 
Parson  Blood,  with  three  more,  camd  to  the  jewel-bouae,  all 
armed  with  rapier-blades  in  their  canea.  and  every  one  a  daggvr. 
and  a  brace  of^pocket-pistols.  Two  of  his  companions  eolerad 
in  with  him.  on  pretence  of  seeing  the  crowu,  and  the  third 
,»taid  at  the  door,  as  if  to  look  after , (he  young  lady,  a  jewel  of 
a  more  charming  description,  but  in  reality  as  a  watcK  The 
daughter,  who  thought  it  not  modest  to  come  down  till  she  was 
called,  sent  the  maid  to  take  a  view  of  the  company^  and  bring 
a  description  of  her  gallant  •,  and  the  servant,  conceiving  tliat  lie 
was  the  intended  brldesroom  who  ataid  at  the  door,  being  llie 
youngest  of  the  party,  returned  to  soothe  the  anxiety  of  her  younc 
mistress  with  the  idea  she  had  formed  of  bis  person.  Blood 
told  Mr.  Edwards  that  they  would  not  go  up  stain  till  hia  wrfo  , 
came,  and  desired  him  to  show  his  friends  the  crown  to  pan  the 
time  till  then  ;  and  tliey  had  no  sooner  entered  tlie  room,  and 
the  door,  as  usual,  shut,  tlian  a  cloak  was  tlirown  over  the  old 
man's  head,  and  a  gag  put  in  his  mouil*.  Thus  secured,  they 
told  him  tliat  their  reaolution  waa  to  have  the  crown,  globe, 
and  sceptre :  and,  if  he  would  quietly  submit  to  it,  they  « 
*^- He  I 


jptr_ . 

spare  his  lifb;  otherwise  he  was  to  exjpect  no  mercy.    tL     

upon  endeavoured  to  make  all  the  noise  he  possibly  could^te 


» ihera> 


be  lieard  above ;  they  then  knocked  him  down  with  a  wooden 
mallet,  and  told  hiB^  that,  if  yet  ha  would  1m  qpiietly,  thiy  wouk 


9EmDL  OV'  TB&  VKAK. 


KXutf.XUX 


■Ml*  kii  lift!  %Qr  If  mrt,  MMft  hit  atei  I 

r-r^      '_ 1nti«i<l«3ll  brUiii  IlirtiC,  but 


Ununad  himnlf  t»  make  the  cmaMt  n«i«e.  «id  mtoimqumm, 
noSmti  Mvwal  nort  blo«»on  tin  taftd  with  tiM  imllst,  «ad 
«rw«tabbed  ra  tte  balif ;  iliii  ■«•<■  broaflil  tba  poor  old  im  to 
Ite  «r(Hiiid.wtMrehekjrformflMtmMiBW««M0l«naMito« 
llMt  OM  of  ttia  ▼ilteHU  proBMinoed  him  dead,  ikiwarditad 
o*nt*  Iklte  to  taiHMir,  and  hMiter  thii,  lay  «iwUf ,  oanceimc 
itbarttobottaoafMio.  Thabootywinow  tobodMpdndof 
aad  Qua  of  thw,  wawad  PanoL  amiated  ttaa  orbu  Btoad  haM 
tiM  orowa  md«r  hi*  oloak ;  and  Um  tliird  ma  about  to  tta  tlia 
aoeplia  in  two,  m  onler  that  it  mlgiit  bo  placoA  in  a  ba« 
brouffht  for  thatpurpoae:  butffortunatolr.tho  ton  ofMr.Bdwaidia, 
wlw  had  bom  U  PIiiikUs  with  flir  Mm  Talbot^  and  on  hU 
laodfaif  in  Bnflaodt  had  obtotaod  leave  to  aoato  awajr  poet  to 
wit  ha  fatfaar,  happaaad  to  arh«a  whiM  this  aaano  wu  aetmc  i 
and  oo  oeataif  to  tka  door,  the  rarada  that  alaodaintuiej, 
Mked  vith  whom  ho  woold  apeak}  to  whioh  ho  anewwod; 
that  he  botonged  to  the  hoone ;  and,  pereatvnr  the  ^raon 
to  bo  a  •tfaofar,  told  him  Umt  if  b»  bad  any  bilwowii  with  hie 
ihlhar.  ihatha  woold  aemiainC  hia  with  it,  and  ao  haelwadnp 
otoin  to  nlate  hia  ftiendi.  Thia  oMspeotod  accident  apraad 
oonAnian  aanoncrt  the  perttr.  and  they  iaataotly  daoaiuad 
wilb  the  crown  and  orb,  lesring  tlie  aoeptra  yet  ' 
aied  keeper  now  raind  biaaHtrtipoa  hia  len  f 

Crom  hia  month,  nod  eriod,  Treaaoni  murderl  

homd  by  his  daaghtar,  who  waa,  perhaiM,  aiwionely  expootinff 
far  other  eouade,  ma  not  and  reitemted  the  err*  Thoalaimnow 
boeaae  aeneral.end  yonna  IBdward*  and  hie  brathe^ia'iaw,Oap- 
tain  Bookman,  ran  after  the  aenepimtai%  wUem  a  warder  pttt 
Umaelf  inapoattiootoatop.bntBlooddiMhai«edaplitol  at 
him,  and  he  All,  aUtoongh  nnburt,  and  the  thtom  prooeeded 
nrely  to  the  next  poet,  where  one  Sill,  who  lind  been  a  aoldior 
Mader  CronMrell,  elood  eeaUnel  {  bnt  he  oflbeed  no  oppoeition, 
«ed  Hmy  aeooiilincly  poaeed  the  dmwbridfa.  Hotna  wcm 
'  ■  at  flLCatharioe'e  fate;  and  as  they  lac  thai 
r  themsilTee  eried  ont^  Stop 


^-^  thoTowor  wharf,  thqr 

the  ragvei  l  hy  wMeh  thny  peaeed  am  nwnmetad.  till  Captain 
*'    '  At  hie  bead  Blood  lired  another 

■koftSie 


piefnl.  hat  miawiil  him,  nnd  imeejinef     

dannf  Ttflaia  waa  fennd  the  erown,  and,  allhoufh  ho  aaw  htm* 
■elf  a  priiionor,  he  hod  vet  the  impodenee  to  etmcgie  for  hia 
prey;  and  when  it  was  fitaaily  wreatod  Atom  him,  said,  U  waa 
«  gallant  aUompt,  howe%^r  vwieeeeefhl ;  it  eras fbr  a  mown  I 
Parrot,  who  bod  ftmneily  eerved  under  Oeuenl  Hanieon,  woe 
alao  taken;  but  Hent.  Blood*e  eonin-tew,  reoetaad  hie  horae 
and  rodo  off,  as  did  two  oitoer  of  the  thievoe  t  but  he  was  aoon 


and  the  Bnllaetubf , brakenoff  the eoeptre, beier  f 

rotti  pocket,  nothing  eeoeiderabie  was  oventoany 

**  Ae  coon  ee  the  prieoners  wem  eecored,  young  i 

toned  to  Mr  CMIbeit  TaN)ot.  who  was  then  aasler  i 


fbund  in  Pah 


tTaN)ot,whowasil 

of  the  Jov^lHouee,  and  gave  him  an  acemint  of  the 

tion^  Sir  Oilbert  ipsmnliy  went  to  the  Kinf,  aad  eeqnahited  hie 
mejeelr  with  it ;  and  hie  majeety  oonmiaiided  hai  to  proceed 
AMhwith  to  the  Tower,  to  eee  Imw  mattere stood ;  totake  the 
eaaminatioB  of  Mood  and  tlie  othees;  and  to  ratnra  and  report 
it  to  Mm.    "   -  -     -  .-.-..- 


inaCton  hinwelf,  and  Mm  prieonereworain  ooneeonentt 
to  Wnitotmli ;  a  cirenmitanee  whioh  isenppoeed  tohi 
thewdarinrWsaichee  fhmi  the  galtowa.** 

Oe  Ihs  examination  under  each  an  attodoaa  charge.  Blood 
andaeioualy  rapiied,  "  tliat  he  would  never  betmy  an  aeeooiato, 
or  defend  hinwelf  et  the  expeaee  of  uttoring  a  fcleehood. "  Ho 
•een  overred.  perhape,  more  than  waa  tine  againet  hinwelf, 

whon  he  eonftoMd  that  he  had  lain  ooneeaied  ar " "^ 

Air  (he  owpoeo  of  killing  the  King  with  a  a 
•"   ~>  bathing  I  but  he  pretended  that  oo 

was  dieoonoerted  by  a  eeoret  owe,- 


erifjr  tlw  allegation  in  Slwkapeam.  *"niere*e  eueli  divinity 
ioth  hedge  a  kiof,  that  treason  can  bvt  peep  to  what  it  would, 


while 
thie  ooeasioo 

*    euelidivin^ 


•BiaKtdnof  Me  vritL**  Tv  Mi  doiy^  tneOTfl 
a  declamlton  that  he  w«a  at  the  head  of  »n 


I  IMIow^ 

dietaaodcd  eoMiereaad  othera.  who,  franr  noHvoe  of  icMgicB, 
detominod  to  take  the  lite  of  the  Ktag,  m  thw  oafty  eb* 
I  to  Uieir  obtoinlnf  fhmdoni  of  worship  and  liheiiy  ef 
ienoa.  Theee  mea,  he  said,  waold  be  detonnioed,  by  Mi 
ition,  to  peisiet  in  the  teeotaitioo  of  pnctiBg  Charlei  te 

BinBthisw«r&  t5 

^      .  on  Chaitoe,  wbm 

Bommonly  aoute  t  yet  ho  MtCbo  iimiwinsif 

ittomnt  open  the  Iflbof  dwIMM  of  Ortaeei 

toaek  that  fliithAiraervaol*»  porariflrion.  to 

wonldeaert  hia  anthofity.  to  epera  tlw  amaaoiu    O 


hie 
■ttempt 
ahoulfTa 


I   ••  wait*,  V— i»  •   *•■*  — iiiwwi  ft^.    «w  w^mmn    wiw   isawBaa^     wr 

oaweibd,  that  if  the  King  ehoto  to  Pdfdoo  tfeo  anea^ltt 
lie  orown,  he  ktanaelf  might  eaafiiF  oonoeot  ttat  tti 
t  upon  his  own  lilb,anaerimeormuoh  toee  impertenin, 
aleo  be  Ibrgiven.  Chailae,  aoeerdiog^jr,  «at  oolf  pm 
a  pardon,  hot  endowed  him  with  a  penaJen  of  W. 


••year :  which  tod  many  perepne  to  inlbr,  not  only  tiint  thoKai 
wiehed  to  preeerva  himeelf  >pm  the.lkiiito  attonptn  of  di 


atiempt,aiK  

Bdwarde,  who  may  boeaMy  eaid  to  have  aacrifleod  Usliliii 
ddbnoeof  thenroper^intrasled  tohfaat  la  lumtoieimitoa  fcr 
hJe  Adelity  had  hie  aoAringa,  Bdwardaonlf  obtainod  a  cnnt«f 
9M,  noratho  Bntheqner,  widi  lOtL  to  hb  eon  t  bat  no  MM 
paine  worn  takCB  abottc  the  mgnlar  discharge  ofitooeo  dooeiisev 
that  the  parties  entitled  to  them  were  glad  to  cell  thcen  Mr  tS 
thoenaeu  After  thie  wooderflrteeeapeffemjiisttooh  Blood  ee^ 
to  have  aflhcled  the  aha  of  a  peieon  w  Mvo«r,  and  wan  kaoui 


to  eolioil  the  sMta  of  aaay  of  the  old  repiMicnn  putr,  M 
whom  he  ia  eaid  to  havo  gained  eoneidenMo  loiMeteaaee.  okn 
the  old  cnvaMar%  who  had  rained  theaaaelvee  lo  the  eaanti 


OuringtheminietTyenlledtheOBbal,  bewaahighkfc- 
vonr  with  Uie  Duke  of  Bnekragham  I  tni  upon  ttw  ileeharim 
his  Mvonr  began  alao  to  fbil.  and  we  find  hun  aoBfai  enauedii 
oppceition  to  the  Court.  Bloed  waa  not  likely  lo  Ho  iAeaatf 
the  busy  Intrigues  and  Mettona  which  aneeeeded  tfao  eeieMaiel 
dfaeoueiy  of  Oaiee.  He  appeaie  to  have  iiawad  aaeM  iele 
violcttt  oppoeition  to  the  Oeurt.  but  hia  stops  wero  ooleagor  m 
aenoding  ae  to  be  heard  above  hie  eon  torapOTuriea.  Kertthiak 
at  hie  boMg  insolved  m  a  plot  aguiaat  hie  Mmn  IHeod  anl 
patron  the  Dake  of  Buckingham.  The  pnaeaga  It  gueied  tt 
lennili  m  a  noto  ib  thia  volume,  page  M7. 

Tin  Plot,  it  appean,  eenoieted  in  an  attuaiit  to  Mnwaean 
eeandnloiis  hftputatioa  upon  the  Duk  of  Buckawhea.  Mr  a 
eensmrmoy  to  eObet  whieli  Bdwuid  ChristiMi,  Araiar  Ovwa. 
and  Thonas  Blood,  wme  mdleted  in  tfao  kI^  Bwdb,  3 
found  guilty,  Mth  June,  itSOi  The  damagea  aued  Ibr  ««a«  )iW 
ae  M«h  as  ton  thousand  pounds,  Mr  which  Coloael  Btood  M«id 
buiL  But  he  appoara  to  have  been  severely  alMetod  iaheemh.m. 
Mth  Auguei,  i«M,  he  departed  thie  life  in  a  apeeifle  of  IKbacBr 
It  ia  nmarkabie  enoui|tt^t  the  eloiT  of  hia  <teth  aad  flto^ 
waa  aenaiallr  regarded  ae  Mbricaied.  mepamiivu  lo  ooaa  wghi 
of  hw  own;  nay.  eo  geoeml  was  thie  report, Unt  llw  eeiav 
eaneed  bie  body  to  be  laieed,  and  a  jury  to  ntapon  il.  MrM 
pun«oe  of  eneuring  thnt  the  oelebraied  Blootf  had  at  Infl 
nndeiKone  tin  eooihion  fbto  of  mankind.  Tbeaa  vras  Mmitf» 
expeetod  diffloolty  in  provinf  that  the  miaoruble  oorpoo  MMi 
the  Jurr  wae  Uiat  of  th«  oalebmted  eonephatar.  It  urae  atka|h 
reeognieed  by  eonw  of  hie  aoquaintaooee.  who  owoea  to  Ike 
pretornatnial  aiaa of  the  thumb,  eo  that  the  coroenr,  ooainaf 
of  the  identity,  ramanded  thie  once  astivo,  and  oour  aniat  gr 
son,  to  his  Mnl  reet  in  Tothill-flelds.  ^^ 

Saoh  were  the  adventuree  of  an  individual, 
ploits,  whether  the  motive,  the  denger,  or  Oio 
emerprieee  be  ooneidered.  equal,  or  rather  a 
of  violence  and  peril  which  we  love  to 
They  cennot,  thereforr,  bo  deemed  Ibraign 
like  the  praaeot,  to  the  preaervation  of  4 
raucee^  whether  rati  or  flctitioai; 


END  OP  PEYEBJL  OF  THB  PEAK. 


QUENTIN   DURWARD 


La  snerra  ert  ma  patrie, 
Mod  hamoia  ma  maiao 
Et  en  toote  aaiMn  « 

Combattn  e'eat  ma  fia. 
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INTRODUCTION  TO    aUEx\TIlN    DliKWARD. 


Tn  Mew  of  this  romtnee  !•  laid  In  tha  flftoanth  cenlvry, 
^trhtn  lh*i  t^vtai  uritam.  wbich  had  bean  the  sinawsand  nannaa 
ofnational  defeDce,  and  Iha  ipirit  of  chivalry,  by  which,  aa  bj 
«  vivjfjrinr  «oii1.  Uiat  mirm  waa  ammaled,  beiba  to  be  hino- 
▼atad  vpon  and  abandaoed  by  thoaa  croaMr  aharaeteni^  who 
centred  their  anin  of  happioeti  in  proeurinf  tha  paraoaal  ob- 
jecta  on  which  the/  had  nxeJ  their  own  esehiatva  attaehaiaol. 
The  nme  egiftiam  fkad  indeed 


f  displayed  itaelf  oven  in  mon  pri- 


mitive am;  but  iiivaanow  for  tha  firat  time  opealy 
ttB  a  protoaned  principle  of  action.  Tlie  apirit  of  ehinralry  had 
in  it  thii  point  of  exceUence,  that  however  overatiaioed  and 
fkntaatie  many  of  lt»  doetrinea  may  appear  to  ua.  tJhsf  %vera  all 
founded  on  Moeroaity and  selfdenial, of  which  if  the  earth 
w^re  deprived,  it  would  be  dilBcult  to  ooAoaive  tba  eiiatanfla 
of  virtoe  among  tha  human  race. 

Amoni[  thoan  who  were  the  firat  to  ridicule  and  abandon  tha 
•»lf-denyih|  prineipka  in  which  the  young  koight  waaiostivctr 
ed.  and  to  wliich  he  waa  ao  careftiUy  trained  up,  Loaia  the  Xltb 
of  Prance  was  tho  chief.  That  Sovereign  waa  of  a  character  ao 
purely  aotflsh— so  guiltleaa  of  entertaining  an/  nirpaaa  nnooo- 
oeeted  with  hia  ambition,  coveloiMneaa,  and  deaiva  of  aeUlsfa 
enjoyment,  that  he  almoa^  seems  an  tnearnatio«i  of  the  devU 
himaelf,  permitted  to  do  hia  utmost  to  eormpt  our  idaaaof  ha- 
Bour  In  its  very  source,  Nor  is  it  to  be  forgotten  thftt  Louia  poa- 
aoaaed  to  a  great  eatont  tliat  caiutf tic  wit  whioti  can  turn  into 
ridtcnie  all  that  a  man  doea  for  any  otiiar  pafaoo*B  advanlaga 
but  his  own,  and  was.  tlierefore,  peculiarly  qualified  to  play  the 
pitrt  of  a  cold-heart^  arid  sneering  fiend. 

In  this  point  of  view,  Gonthe's  conception  of  tha  ehaiaelar 
and  reasoning  of  Mephistophilea,  tha  tempting  spirit  in  thoain- 
gnlar  play  ofTaust,  appears  to  me  more  happy  than  that  whiefa 
haa  been  formed  by  Byron,  and  even  than  the  SaUn  of  Miltoa 
Tlieae  last  great  authora  have  given  to  tlie  £vil  Prioeipla 
tfjing  which  elAvaU^a  and  dignifiea  his  wiclcedneaa ;  a  — 


and  unconquerable  resistance  against  Omnii^taneo  itself— a 
tofty  seom  of  suflbring  compared  witli  submission,  and  all  tlioas 

Kinta  ofattractiDn  iu  the  Auttior  of  Evil,  wliieh  have  indaeed 
rns  and  others  to  conaidar  him  aa  die  Hero  of  the  Paradiaa 
Lost  The  great  German  poet  baa,  on  tha  euotrary,  mnderad 
hia  seducing  spirit  a  being  who,  oUierwiso  totally  unimpa» 
vioned,  seems  only  to  have  exi«tad  for  the  purpoot  of  iacraaatn^ 
by  his  pArsuaaions  and  temptations,  the  masaof  m»ml  evil,  and 
who  calls  forth  by  hia  aeductions  thnae  slumbering  pasaiona 
which  otherwise  might  have  allowed  the  hanMn  being  who 
was  the  ob^t  of  the  Evil  Spirit's  operations  to  aaas  tlie  tenor 
of  his  llf^  m  tranquillitjr.  For  ttiia  purpose  Mepiiiatnpbilea  is, 
Jikr  Louis  XI.,  emlowed  with  an  acute  and  depraeiatiag  spirit 
of  caustic  wit.  which  m  employed  inoeaaaotly  in  undervaluing 
and  vilifying  all  actions,  Uie  oonsequencea  of  which  do  not  lead 
oOrfatnly  and  dincUv  to  aalf-cratification. 

Even  an  author  of^worka  oTmem  amttamneal  amy  be  pemrit' 
ted  to  be  aeriout  for  a  moment,  in  order  to  reorobata  all  polior, 
whether  of  a  public  or  private  character,  which  raats  ita  baais 
upon  tlie  principles  of  Maehiavel,  or  the  pmoiice  of  Louia  XI. 

The  cruel  t'wa,  the  perjuries,  the  suspicions  of  this  prinoe,  were 
rendered  more  dei^staola,  rattaar  than  amended,  by  the  gross 
ana  debasing  supcratitioo  wbich  he  oonalantly  praoliaed.  Tha 
devotion  to  the  heat-enly  sainia,  of  which  he  made  such  a  pa- 
rade, was  upon  tha  miserable  principle  of  aume  peUy  deputy  in 
omoa,  who  endeavours  to  hido  or  atone  for  tha  malveraatfina 
Of  which  he  is  conscious,  by  liberal  gifU  to  those  wboaa  diHT 
ttia  to  obaarve  Uieooaduot,  and  endeavoura  to  support  a  ayatem 
or  fraud,  by  ao  attempt  to  opmipt  'be  inconupirbie.  In  no 
Othar  light  can  we  regard  bis  cnwting  the  Virgin  Mary  a  eoa»< 
tesa  and  colonel  of  his  guards,  or  Uie  cunning  liiat  admitted  to 
anc  or  two  peculiar  forms  ofuatli  tho  force  of  a  binding  obliga- 
tion, which  he  denmd  lo  all  oihera,  atrietiy  preaarWoa  tiia  ae- 
crat,  which  mode  of  swearing  fie  realty  accounted  obligatory, 
as  one  of  the  most  valuable  of  state  mysteries. 

To  a  toUl  want  of  scruple,  or;  it  would  appoar,  of  any  sense 
whatever  of  moral  obliiation,  Louia  XI.  addnd  great  natural 
firraneea  and  sagacity  of  character,  wiUi  a  system  of  policy  so 
highly  refined,  conaidorina  thetimea  he  lived  in,  that  he  aomo- 
timaa  overreached  himaelf  by  giving  wa/  to  ita  dictatea. 

Probably  there  ia  no  portrait  ao  dark  as  to  be  without  ita 
softer  ahadea.  He  understood  the  interests  of  Prance,  and  foith- 
fally  pursued  them  so  long  aa  he  could  identify  ihem  with  hia 
own.  Ha  carried  the  country  safe  through  Uie  danierous  crisis 
of  tiia  war  termed  **  for  the  public  good  ;"  in  thus  disuniting 
and  diapersing  thia  grmA  and  dangeroua  alliance  of  tlie  great 
crown  vaasals  of  Prance  against  the  HOvereign.  a  King  af  a  leaa 
cauttous  and  temporizing  character,  and  of  a  more  bold  and  losa 
•vafty  diapos'tion  than  Louis  XI.,  would,  in  all  probability,  have 
failed.  Louik  had  also  some  personal  accomplishmontii  not  in- 
eonsistrnt  with  his  public  oliaracter.  He  was  ctieerfiil  and 
witty  in  aoriety  t  eareaaed  hia  victim  like  the  cat,  which  can 
Ikwn  when  about  to  deal  the  moat  bitter  wound  ;  and  none  was 
better  able  to  austain  and  extol  the  superiority  of  the  coarse 
aad  selflnh  reosooa  by  which  lie  endeavoured  to  aopply  thon 
nobler  nv>tives  for  exertion,  whicli  hia  prodecesaoas  had  derived 
from  tha  high  spirit  of  chivalry. 

In  fact,  that  mtam  waa  now  becoming  ancient,  and  had,  even 
*vhilein  ita  perfection,  aomething  so  ovnmtrained  and  Aintastic 
mits  principles,  as  rendered  it  peculiarly  the  object  of  rtdioiln, 
whaMvar  like  oUiar  old  Aahiona.  it  began  to  (Ul  out  of  repute. 


and  ttie  weapoaa  of  mttlery  eooM  baaaiployad  agalnat  It  witll 
out  exeithig  llia4liaguat  and  horror  with  which  they  would  hava 
been  rafeelad  at  an  early  period,  as  a  apadea  of  Maapiiemy.  H 
the  foarteanth  eeatuiy  a  triba  of  aeaflbra  had  ariaen,  who  pre* 
tended  to  supply  what  waa  naturally  uaefVil  in  chivalry  b/  othfll 
reaourcoa,  and  throw  ridiouin  upon  the  extravagant  and  exete- 
aive  prineiplaa  of  honour  and  virtde,  which  were  openly  treatal 
aa  abanrd,  baeauaa,  in  (bet,  thay  were  cast  hn  a  mould  of  per> 


aon  toalofty  for  aha  pradtieeof  Miible  beings.  If  an  ingen»> 
^  and  hiah*epcrilad  yoalh  prepoaed  to  frame  himaelf  on  hli 
ftllM*jr'a  pnneiplaa  of  hooaar,  ha  waa  wlgarlv  derided  aa  if  be 
had  braught  to  the  field  the  good  old  knight's  Durindarte  or  two^ 
haaded^sword,  ridienloua  from  ita  antique  make  and  foaliienl 
althaagli  Ita  Made  oaight  bo  tha  Ebroti  Mnper,  and  ita  om^ 
anaala  of  pare  gold. 

la  like  maanar,  tha  prindplea  of  ohividr/  ware  cast  aaide. 
aad  their  aid  supplied  by  baaar  atimulanta.  Inaiead  of  tha  hin 
apirit  wbich  preHad  avar^  aian  forward  in  the  defiHioe  of  mg 
eoantry,  fiouia  XI.  aubatitated  the  exartiona  of  the  ever  readf 
BMToanary  aoldier,  and  pafauaded  h^  aubjeeta,  amonir  whoA 
the  m«reaotiia  alaaa  began  to  make  a  figure,  (hat  it  waa  betiafr 
to  leave  to  awraanarias  tha  riska  and  laboara  of  war,  and  te 
aapply  the  Crown  with  the  meana  of  paying  them,  tlian  to  peril 
themaehrea  in  doAmoe  of  their  own  sabataoee.  TTm  merehanti 
araia  aaaily  paraaaded  br  Ihia  raasoaing.  The  how  did  nor  m^ 
rive,  in  the  daya  of  Loata  XI.,  when  the  landed  gentry  and  m»> 
Ueaoould  be  in  like  asannar  aiakMlad  frain  the  ranka  of  war  i 
bul  the  wily  monarah  eommaaead  that  system,  which,  aetaH 
•poo  by  hia  aueceaaora,  at  length  threw  the  whole  military  d»> 
fanoe  of  the  auta  into  the  handa  of  tha  Crewa. 

He  waa  equally  forwaad  io  ^tariiiff  the  principlee  which  wait 
wont  to  ragalale  the  iateveaorae  of  the  aexea.  The  doetrinee 
of  eliiralry  had  eatabiiahad  in  theory  at  least,  aef  stem  in  which 
Beauty  waa  the  governing  and  remanemting  divinity— ▼aloor 
her  alave.  who  caught  hia  oouraga  from  bar  eye,  and  gave  hia 
life  for  her  slighleat  aervica.  It  ia  true,  the  aysrem  here,  aa  ia 
otlier  branches,  waa  stretched  to  fbntastic  evtrevaganee,  ana 
aasaa  of  aeandal  not  anfimquently  arosa  Still  they  were  gene- 
rally such  aa  thoaa  mentioned  by  Hurke,  where  fVailty  was  de* 
prived  of  half  its  guilt,  by  being  purified  fVom  all  its  groamesa. 
la  Louis  Xltli's  oraetiee,  it  was  for  otherwise.  He  was  a  low 
voluptuary,  aeoking  picanure  without  aentiment,  and  despising 
the  sea  fKim  whom  he  desired  to  obtain  it :  hiamistrfesos  were 
of  inforior  rank,  aa  little  to  be  oumpaied  witli  the  elevated 
though  faulty  character  of  Agnee  SorH,  aa  Louis  was  to  hie 
heroic  father,  who  fWad  Prance  tfm  the  threatened  >oke  uf 
England.  In  like  manner,  by  seleeting  hia  fovoaritea  ana  minlih 
ten  from  among  tha  dregs  of  the  people,  Louis  showed  tha 
slight  regard  which  he  paid  to  eminent  station  and  high  birUi  t 
and  altlMMigh  tliia  might  be  not  oaly  excusable  but  meritorHua; 
where  the  monarch's  fiat  promoted  obacnro  talent,  or  caflad 


worth,  it  woe  very  dlflbrant  when  the  King  ma.^ 

hia  fovaurita  associates  of  aoch  men  as  Tristan  rHermlta,  thd 
Cliief  of  his  Man^lialaea.  or  police;  and  it  was  evidMtt  that 
saeh  a  prinee  eould  ao  longer  be.  as  hia  deocendant  Praneii 
elegantly  designed  himself,  ^*  the  fint  geatlenan  in  hia  domi- 


Nor  were  Loois*a  eafinga  and  actioaa  In  private  or  pnbtie.  of 
a  kind  which  could  rodeem  such  grosaoflTonoea  against  (ho  elia- 
raetar  of  a  man  of  honour  Hia  word,  generally  accounted  tlia 
OBoat  sacred  teat  of  a  man's  ctiaraotar,  and  tha  least  impeach* 
hiant  of  which  is  a  capital  oflTonoe  by  the  code  of  honom,  i^ae 
forfoited  witliont  scruple  on  tho  alighieet  occasion,  and  oaeu 
aeooaspanied  by  tho  perpetration  Of  ttie  moat  enormous  orlmea. 
M  he  broke  his  own  permnal  and  plighted  frith,  he  did  not- 
treat  that  of  the  public  wiith  more  ceremony.  His  sending  an 
iafociar  paraon  diagniaad^e  a  herald  to  Edward  IV..  was  in 
thoaa  days.  wi>en  heralds  were  esteemed  tlie  i«cr«d  deposite- 
ries  of  public  aad  national  foitli,  a  daring  imposition,  of  which 
few  save  this  unscrupulous  prince  would  have  been  guilty.* 

In  short,  tho  manners,  sentiments,  ond  actions  of  Lonis  XI., 
were  sucJi  aa  were  inconaistent  with  ilie  principles  of  chivalry, 
and  hia  caustic  wit  was  sufficiently  diaposed  to  ridicule  a  aye* 
tem  adopted  uo  what  he  considered  as  the  moat  absurd  of  all 
baaaa,  ainoe  it  waa  founded  on  the  principle  of  devoting  toil, 
talenta,  and  time,  to  the  accomplishment  of  objects,  fhtm  whioli 
no  personal  advantage  could,  in  the  nature  of  thinga,  be  obtained. 

It  is  more  than  probable  that,  in  tlius  renouncing  cdmoatopaa- 
ly  the  tiea  of  religion,  honour,  and  morality,  bv  which  mankind 
at  large  feel  tliemMivca  influenced.  Louis  sought  to  obtaiu  great 
advantaiee  in  his  negotiations  with  parties  who  might  aateem 
themselves  bound,  wliile  lie  himself  enjoyed  liber^.  Hostarmd 
from  tlie  goal,  ho  might  suppose,  like  the  raeer  who  has  got  rid 
of  the  weights  with  whicli  hia  competitora  are  still  encumbered, 
and  expecta  to  racooed  of  counie.  But  Providence  srems  al- 
ways to  unite  the  existence  of  peculiar  danger,  with  aome  eir- 
eumatance  which  may  put  those  exposed  tn  the  peril  upon 
tliair  guard.  The  cooatant  auspicion  attached  to  any  public 
person  who  becomes  badly  eminent  for  breach  of  faiUi,  is  ti» 
him  what  the  rattle  ia  to  the  poisonous  serpent  ,*  and  man  coma 
at  lant  to  calculate,  not  so  much  on  wliat  Uieir  antagonist  says, 
as  upon  that  which  lie  ia  likely  to  do ;  a  dagree  of  mtatrual 
which  tends  to  counteract  the  intrigues  of  such  a  faithless  clia* 
rectar,  more  than  hia  fttiedom  from  the  acniples  of  ormsrioa' 
•  Bm  BMfl,  Disguised  Herald,  Chapter  XXXllI.  ptfi  » 


INTRODUCTION  TO  QUKN'IIN  DTJRWARD. 


How  mm  em  iflbrd  him  tdTmtaM.  The  enmple  of  Loai* 
XL  rawed  diafost  and  autpieion  rather  Umui  a  doaire  of  imiu- 
ioQ  aroonr  other  nationi  in  Europe,  and  the  eirconaatance  of 
Sia  oaiwittinf  more  than  one  of  hia  oontemponiriea,  operated 
to  put  olhem  on  their  niard.  Eren  the  ajratem  of  chivalry, 
thottfh  much  ie«a  |<vienuly  wtaBded  than  hefatefora,  aurvived 


ittftimuehie«af<vicraily  WU^         ^_  _^ ^^ 

Alia  iroAvr*^  moiarcl't  rein,  ^^ho  did  ao  anuoh,  to  aull^  ita 
htafre,  and  long  after  the  death  of  Louia  XI.  it  mapired  the 
Knif  ht  without  Fear  and  Reproach,  and  the  gallant  Franeia  I. 

Indeed,  althouf  h  the  reign  of  Louia  had  been  aa  aucceaaftil  in 
a  political  point  of  riew  aa  he  himaelfnnitd  hav«  dcflre<*,'The 
apectacle  of  h\t  dcathhtnl  might  of  itaelf  be  a  waming-pieoe 
againat  tlie  >M»duction  of  hiaeiample.  Jealooa  of  every  one.  but 
rnmHf  of  hia  own  eon,  he  iaMmred  himaalf  in  taia  Caatle  of 
rieaait,  iotruating  hia  peraoa  exohiaively  to  the  doubtAd  fkith 
of  hii  Scoiiialt  meroeoariea.    He  Bever  atirred  from  Ma  chani> 

bar  \.  hr'  zi^^r^t'^^  n^ — in  inin  ft  nT^  wpfiKT^  ^li '  — irf 

•Dinr  for 

tli^:i^.  ^--_--  ■■!  -n.  i'-_.  _  V.  ,!!  ^  .  ..,  •,  .-I  ...■.■  ■•  ■  lly 
ificauriikU'ui  MjiJt  hilt  riliruH-d  wt>nd«]r  MdAocih ,  Ue  um^niutma 
JiJi  phi-iiciann,  wu\  Wvyy  irkMiLiod  jum  weircij  tWubdiiniiJ  hint.  la 
bif  «](iramr  (ifibrv  uf  Ufc,  he  «oni  bj  lialy  for  ■arnKwcJ  rishca, 
titid  itrL^  >!"[  more  CitriordJiHrT  imparlBtunn  uf  an  i in □  runt 
f  rack  ttniinc'a  ri^qpqiiu.  whd,  fwoi  luinerfi  proliatily,  JiacI  timt 
|}»iTi*rir  up  m  a.  ciive.  amii  rvnouDOMl  Aoah^  fian,  t^p'rd,  fur  i he  i<io- 
dbif^c  of  ma  (Uirj/.  Tikti  man,  who  liid  twt  mtuM'ma  ibn  iliRht- 
toll  linttnru  of  l4:T^I«ri,  lAK^i*  nfTrFi»n^«fl  M  If  h*  halt  trtVti  the 
Pope  ^ttm^ir,  atirl  lit  fftiii  hi4  [^EMl  Will  rmjiidtMl  iwrj  r]^iiEmk 

It  WBi  not  llm  immsH  ne^^lar  fiircunutancc  of  thii  ^nu|-««  of 
kupamiHor.  Uiat  ttuJi^r  tivnUh  nnii  t<!rrt>ptf]iil  rt^ticU^r  termed 
jln  ho  )>ti  aniy  utijueU  Md^iTiJt  im^  rrtviiMtiTi!  oT  loo  ninn  'hImo 
4«lkiiig  on  1 1^0  rtaUi  of  hii  li^aEilu  wmB  aini'Mr  ijru^otkjtiil :  ood 
lv>inn  Jil  III"  tfimnmriLl  q  prK*i  t^pitmi  n  pmy^r  Ut  SainE  Eulio* 
fiiuii,  io  hhich  hu  rt»^^TntueiMled  Uia  ILing't  welfare  boDi  in  brrdy 
and  Hjui^  Limid  tauiod  the  iwo  Lutwtirdtto  im  Di7ii[t«d,  RnirTnt 
it  waa  OP  I  rr'tdfint  ttt  imiiHtriufttt  iJir  j}lf**w^rl  'fljnt  hr  i*  o  rnjtny 

jm-jq    rr-      -^  .;--  l-r',^;=;    br    "Vf-'-t    ^y"';',;^    -'.n-    .  t:    hia 

watM*,  Iw  uM»d;  *w.*>i  MM.M  U»  fiou  uui  4^i'  Um  i*.j;^U*i*:.itiiu  Of 
Ike  oelipatiol  patrooa,  wlioae  aid  he  mvoked  for  hia  body. 
80  great  were  the  well-flieriied  tortaraa  of  thia  tyrani'e  t 

bed,  tliat  Philip  dea  Coninea  wten  into  a  raaular  conip 

between  tJicm  and  the  Dameroua  erueltiea  inllicled  on  otban 
br  hia  urdcr ;  and,  coniidering  both,  eomea  to  eocpreaa  an  opi^ 
•MB,  thai  Uio  worldly  panga  and  agony  au^red  by  Louia  were 
aa«li  ai»  Hiiglit  cumpeaMla  Ute  criaMa  he  had  eooioiilted,  and 
UiaL.  aflnx  a  reaaonabte  quarantine  in  purgatory,  he  might  in 
ntercy  be  found  duly  qualiAed  for  the  aupenor  regio — 


Fenelon  alau  liaa  left  hia  leatimony  againat  thia  prinost 
aaode  of  living  and  governing  ha  haa  deaoribed  in  the  fbllowiog 


latiable  dea  rieheaaeat 


laoiarkablR  paiwage :  — 

"  Pygmalion,  tourmcnt^  par  one  aoif 
aa  rend  de  plur  en  pUia  nuMrahle  et  odieua  A  aea  aajefa.  C^t 
aa  crime  a  Tyr  que  d'avoir  de  grmda  biena  \  Tavarioe  le  rend 
defiant,  aoupounneua*  cruel ;  il  pera^cuta  lea  nchea,  et  il  eraint 
laa  pauvrea. 

"  C*oat  un  crime  eneore  plua  grand  a  Tyr  d'avoir  da  la  varta  1 
aar  Pygmalion  aupnoae  que  lea  bone  ae  penveot  aouffrir  aea  in* 
\  jttiticea  et  aoa  iaramiea ;  hi  verta  la  eondaame.  il  a'aigrit  et 
a'irriia  coatre  elle.  Tout  I'agila,  TinquiAta,  la  mnge  i  i\  a  pear 
dfi  aoa  ombre  ;  il  ae  dort  ni  auit  ni  iour ;  laa  Dieux,  pour  le  oon* 
fondro, Taccablentdo trfaore dont iin'oaa fomr.  Cequ'il chereba 
pour  klm  heureux  eat  prvaiaeatwot  ee  qui  I'eaBptehe  da  I'Atia. 
U  rii^retle  tout oe  qui!  donoa.  et  eraint  tot^oura de pentaa ;  U 
ia  tounoeote  pour  tagnor. 

"  On  ne  le  veil  preaque  jamaia  t  il  eat  aeul,  triata.  abattu,  aa 
fbnd  de  aon  jNilaia  i  aea  arata  mteaea  n'oaeat  I'abonWr,  de  pewr 
de  lui  deveoir  auapecta  Une  garde  terrible  tient  toujaura  dea 
Cp£ea  ouea  et  d«a  piquaa  levte  autoar  do  aa  maiaon.  Treata 
cliambraa  qui  comrouaiauont  lea  uoea  aux  autraa,  et  dont 
eliaeune  a  une  porte  de  fer  avec  aix  groa  verroux,  aont  le  lim 
•a  il  aa  laiUerma ;  on  aeaaitjaaaaw  dana  laqaelle  do  eeecham< 

"     ■       ia  deax  nufti 

U  aeoooaolt 

eionlai 


vpiean 
cluimbi 
eliaeur 

•ailaa ,.^ . 

biea  il  couehe ;  et  oa  aaaure  qu'i:  ae  cooeho  jamaia  deax  nut ta 
ue  aaite  dan«  la  aitaie,  de  peur  d'y  6tre  igorgi. 
tu  lea  doux  pluiaira,  at  ramitii  encore  plua  ' 


parte  de  ohorcher  la  >nia,  il  aeat  qu'elie  ftiit  loin  de  lui,  et  qo^aUa 

Sfteae  d'eniivr  daaa  aon  conik.  Sea  yeax  areux  aoat  pleiaa  d^ub 
u  apre  et  farouche ;  ila  aoat  -^na  eeaae  errana  de  toaa  eolea  { 
il  firMB  Toreillo  au  moindre  bruit,  et  ae  aeot  toat  6ma  t  il  eat 
)dU«.  djfait,  et  lea  noi^  aoucia  aont  peiota  aur  aon  viaago  ton- 
UNtn  rid€.    11  aa  tait.  il  aoupira,  ii  tin  da  aoa  omur  de  profeoda 


gCmiaaamaoa,  il  m  peat  eachw  lea  Frjuorda  qpri  dSohnaat  m 
entraillea.  Lea  roet«  lea  phia  axquia  le  d^goMaaL  8ea  aataa, 
loia  d'etre  aon  eap^raooe,  aont  le  aujetde  aa  tanaur  3 :  ea  a  fbit 
aea  plua  danmaux  ennemia.  II  n'a  ea  tootaaavia  aaeoa  n» 
ment  d'aaaura :  il  ne  ae  eonaerve  qu'ft  force  de  repaodn  la  aaaff 
de  taaa  oaax  qa'il  eraint  Inaeaae,  qal  tie  aoft  |>aa  4|ua  aa  aa> 
aut^,  i  laquellail  ae  eoafla^  le  Ibra  perir  i  Qaatau^a  de  aea  d» 
meatlqnea,  auaai  defiant  qua  lui,  aa  bAlam  da  d6iiviar  la  maaia 
de  oe  monatre.** 

The  inatructive.  bat  apnalliag  aeeoa  of  thia  tyrant'a  aitfhr> 
I6n,  waa  at  lengtn  doeed  by  death,  lath  Aogaat,  IMi. 

The  aeleetion  of  thia  remarkable  paraon  aa  the  priaetpal  chfr> 
racter  in  the  romance— for  it  will  be  eaaily  caamiabaadial,  Hal 
the  littla  love  intrigue  of  Quentin  la  only  enployad  m  tbm  meaa 
of  bringhif  out  the  atory— pflbrded  eontidefable  Ikcfliiaea  ta  m 
mthor.  The  whole  of  Earope  wa«,  during  tha  lUtemtK  a» 
tary,  eonvalaed  with  diaaenaions  fWtm  aucb  varioua  caaaaa,  Hktt 
it  woald  have  required  almoat  a  diaaerudoa  lo  bava  baaarfM 
the  Engliah  reader  with  a  mind  perfectly  alive  aad  prapaiafli 
admit  Uie  poeiibility  of  tha  atranga  aoeaea  to  wbieb  ha  «mi» 


In  Louie  Xlth'a  thne.  axtraordinary  eomoMtiona  aalaHi 
throughout  all  Europe.  Encfand^a  civil  arara  were  ande4  nOm 
in  appearance  thm  reality,  by  the  ahort-lrved  aaceodaacy  of  te 
HoaaeofYorlt.  Switaeriand  waa  aaaartiuff  that  frtBadomwhkl 
waa  aflerwarda  to  bravely  defended.  In  tha  Enpira,  aad  d 
Fmaea,  tha  great  vaaaala  of  the  crown  ware  eadaavovnar  li 
themaelvea  from  ita  oootrol,  while  Charlaa  at  ■■■ 


emancipate 


aundy  bv  main  force,  and  Louia  more  artfhlly  by  indiaect  a 
laboarad  to  mluect  them  to  aobaetvieace  to  dieir  luaamiiia 
aavareigntiea.  Loaii,  while  with  one  hand  ha  ciiiwa'iiiBiil 
aad  aubdued  hia  own  rebelllooa  vaaaala,  laboured  aaeretly 
the  other  lo  aid  and  mcourega  the  large  trading  lowaa  m 


Plia- 

dert  to  rebel  againat  the  IMce  of  Baiguadj,  to  which  ibM 
wealth  and  fmtabillty  naturally  diapoaed  theaa.  la  iha  ■■§ 
woodlmd  diatHcta  df  Plandera.  the  Duke  of  QaaldvM.  aa#'Wi- 
Kam  da  la  Marek,  called  (Vom  hia  fororJty  the  Wild  Roar  af  A^ 
deonaa,  were  throwing  off  the  habita  of  kaighu  iad  aaadaaMm 
to  Draotiae  tha  vtoleneea  and  brutaJitiea  of  eoBMaon  baarfiia 

A  hundred  aearet  eombinatlona  exiated  in  the  rtitHaaat  pit- 
vinoea  of  France  and  Plandera  j  numerom  priaata  amiaaanaaaf 
the  reattaaa  Loala,  ^hemiana,  pilgrima,  Denan;  or  afMia  dia- 
guiaed  aa  auch,  were  every  where  apraading'Oia  dlaev-^—'  ~^'~^ 
K  waa  hia  policy  to  maintain  fn  the  dominiona  of  I 

Amidat  ao  great  an  abundance  of  materiala.  it  waa  4 
aelect  auch  aa  aliould  be  moat  intelligible  and  fntTrrehag  la  laa 
reader ;  aad  the  aathor  had  to  regret,  that  though  ha  mada  i> 
beral  OMe  af  the  power  of  departing  from  the  reality  of  kiitary 
he  folt  by  no  meana  confident  of  having  brought  by  ae«y  ia*» 
a  plaaaing,  compact,  and  eutnciently  Intel ligMa  Ihna.  Tha 
mainapnng  of  the  plot  ia  that  which  all  who  naw  the  leait  el 
the  f^dal  nratem  can  eecity  aoderarand.  thomfc  the  Ibcii  aia 
ahaolutely  lictitioae.  The  right  of  a  foudal  auperioc  waa  ia  aa- 
thing  more  univeraally  acknowledged  than  in  hia  paw^^r  la  ia» 
'  la  in  the  marriage  of  a  fomale  vaaaal.    Thb  mar  apptai  la 

aa  a  oontradictioii  both  of  the  civil  aad  canaa  bw,  which 

dedara  that  marriage  ahall  be  fVee,  while  tha  Ibudal  ar  1 


ajuriaprudenea,  in  eaae  of  a  flef  naaaing  to  a  foaala.  arkaaa^ 
gaa  u  inlereat  la  the  anperiornf  the  lief  to  dictate  (ha  chaw 
of  her  oompanioa  in  anarriage.    Thia  ia  aocooniad  for  aa  Ita 
that  the  anparior  waa,  by  hia  bomtF,  Oia  orlgfld 
-  the  flef,  and  ia  atjil  intereated  that  the  i       ' ' 


the  vaaaal  aliall  place  no  one  there  who  may  be  iaimical  la  la 
liaga  lord.  Oa  the  other  hand,  it  might  be  reaaonably  phai^ 
that  thia  right  of  dictathig  to  the  vanal  to  a  oartaia  axiaata 
the  elioice  of  a  hoaband,  la  only  competent  to  the  sapanar,  ftm 
whom  tlia  Hef  i*  originally  derived.  There  ia  tharaifora  aa  vi» 
lent  improbability  in  a  vaaaal  of  Burgundv  flyiag  lo  tha  pmftt- 
tioo  of  the  King  of  Prance,  to  whom  ttie  Daka  of  Baomlr 
hiraaelf  waa  vaaaal ;  nor  if  it  a  great  alntch  af  ^aohahiHy  !■ 
afflrm,  that  Loaia,  aaacrapuloua  aa  ha  waa,  ahoald  bava  fonm 
thedeaign  of  battayinf  the  fogitive  lata  worn*  alUaaca  whkk 
might  prove  ineonvenjeni,  if  not  daagaroaa,  ta  hia  f — "*~'^ 


a  and  vaaaal  af 


I  may  add,  that  tha 
aeqaired  a  popularly  a' 
paedeceaaora.  found  aleo  aaaaaal 
wfiare  tha  hiiitarical  allaaioBa  awakmed 

ur 


INTRODUCTION/ 


4ad  MM  «W  te*  Im4  IflMM'-M  «•. 

Wna  honen  Dofterrr  mmi  np  and  i«cnes  all  tho^daini 
«fhiehn«  iiad  to  racpootabiliijr,  and  which,  %»  be  opioed,  o«rht 
j»  liave  ejcemptedhfan  rrom  the  iuittrioiu  appellaUou  eooferrad 
•o  him  b;  MJuter  Oeatremao  Conrade,  it  U  remarkaUe  that  Iw 
far*  no'  iiore  eiaphaBia  even  upon  hie  double  fown.  (a  matter 
«»fionie  inportanoe  in  a  ceruin  ci-deraot  capital  whioh  1  wot 
oO  »t  upon  liit  beiitf  '•  a  pretty  piece  of  flesh  ai  an/  in  neii- 
•ina/'  or  eveii  upon  the  cenetanve  arirunient  or  hM  beina  a 
rteirellow  enouf h,»'  than  upon  hia  beioff  fffethai Ma/h ^ umu. 

Indeed,  I  liave  alware  ohMrved  joar  ehildron  of  proeperily, 
Whether  by  way  of  liidiar  their  AiU  glow  of  aplendottr  fmm 
thoee  wIhiio  fortune  ha«  treated  mora  harthly,  or  whether  that 
to  have  riMQ  in  apite  of  calamity  v  aa  hooouiable  to  their  for- 
taoe  aa  il  ia  to  a  fortieas  to  have  ttoder^ooe  a  aieca.— liowever 
thie  be,  1  have  objerved  that  aueh  penons  never  Afl  to  enter, 
tain  jou  with  an  aocouatof  the  damate  they  luatam  by  the 
hardooM  of  iKe  Umea.  You  eeldom  dine  at  a  weUmppIied  ta- 
We,  but  the  interval*  between  the  CharBpaaoe.  the  Burruidy, 
tSd  the  Hock,  are  filled,  if  your  entertainer  Tw  a  mmeyed  man. 


menu  for  coah,  wliich  is  therefore  lyinf  idia  on  hi;  handa ;  or, 
ijr  he  be  a  landed  proprietor,  with  a  woAil  detail  of  i 


with  the  fall*of  intereat  and  ^the  difflcuity  of  f^dlnf  joveit* 

M  >•«  •»  <»  ..»w««  ^w-..— ., —  -^^ 

dioiinished  renta.  Thie  hathiti  eibcti.  TImb  fiieaU  u(h  and 
■hake  Uicir  hoade  In  eadenee  with  their  landlord,  look  on  the 
eiduboard  loaded  with  plate,  aip  once  more  the  nch  wiaee 
which  flow  around  ihem  In  qaick  circulation,  and  think  of  tiie 
Mnuinn  benovolenoe,  whioh,  thw  atioled  of  {tameana,  itill  la> 
rislies  all  titat  it  yet  poMenet  on  hospitality  ;  and,  what  la  yet 
more  flatterinf .  on  the  wealth,  whioh,  undiminiehed  by  tlieas 
loMea,  still  continues,  like  the  inexhaustible  hoanl  of  the  caoe> 
rotts  Aboulcasooi,  to  auatain*  without  impoveriahmeot,  audi 
copious  drains. 

This  qaeraloos  hvmour,  however,  hath  iU  IhaiU,  like  to  the 
eonnina  uf  «rievaaeaa.  which  all  valetudinarians  know  is  a 
niOHt  iatcinatinf  pastime,  ao  long  aa  there  is  nothmg  to  com- 
plnin  of  but  chronic  complainta.  But  I  never  heard  a  niaa 
whose  credit  was  actuaHf  verfing  to  decay  talk  of  the  duBinO' 
lion  of  liis  funds ;  and  my  kind  and  intefliaent  physician  aa- 
suras  mc.  that  it  is  a  rare  thing  with  those  afflicted  with  a  food 
rousing  raver,  or  any  saeh  active  disorder,  which 

Willi  mflvtal  erkilattolh  preisnd 

His  U(»  to  •pp.'opmfH*  sa  mmI, 
tA  make  their  agoniea  the  sabject  ofamosing  eonveraatiop. 

Having  deeply  considered  all  these  Uiings,.  I  am  no  longar 
able  to  disffUiae  flrom  my  readers,  that  I  em  neither  so  unpopa> 
*mr  nor  ao  low  in  fortone^  not  to  have  my  share  in  the  die* 
fFOseea  which  at  present  afflict  the  moneyvd  and  landed  interest 
-i<  Cheae  realms.  Your  authors  who  live  upon  a  mvtion  chun 
r««y  rejoice  that  It  has  (kllen  to  threepence  Mr  uound,  and,  If 
tmev  have  children,  gratulate  themsHvoa  that  ttie  peek-loaf 
ivkajr  be  had  for  sixponiv ;  but  we  who  belong  to  ttie  tribe  which 
Is  rained  by  peace  and  plenty—we  who  have  lands  and  beeves, 
and  sell  what  Hieae  poof  gleaners  muat  bay— we  are  driven  to 
despair  by  the  very  evenia  which  would  make  all  Orab-street 
.     .    ..  gjti^^  If  Q,„l,.gtrort  could  '"       -■-- 

I  therefore  rat  in  my  prt>ud 


Ntuminate  its  attiea.  If  Grab-street  could  spere  candle-ends  (br 
tiia  purpose.  I  therefore  rat  in  my  prt>ud  claim  to  share  in  the 
(Ititreaaea  which  only  afltet  the  wealthy ;  and  write  myself 
town,  with,  IloRberry,  **  a  rich  fellow  enough,'*  but  atiQ  "  one 
who  hath  had  losses.** 

With  tt>e  same  fenmvm  spirit  of  emulation.  1  have  had  lately 
p^eoarse  to  Ute  universal  remedf  for  the  brief  impeeaniosity  of 
which  I  complain— a  brief  residence  In  a  southern  diroate,  by 
which  I  liave  not  only  saved  many  cartloads  of  coals,  but  have 
also  had  the  pleasure  to  excite  general  sympathy  fbr  my  de- 
esyBd  eircumstancea  amont  those,  who.  If  my  revenue  had  eon- 
tifttted  to  be  spent  among  tiiem,  would  have  eared  lirtle  iff  had 
boon  handed.  Thus,  while  I  drink  m/  pfai  ar(fMalr%  my  brewer 
llnd*  the  mie  of  his  small-beer  diminished— while  i  discuss  my 
of  einq  fnmt,  my  modicum  of  port  hangs  on  my  wine- 
tiant'shandi  .  .  ..      .    — 


mareliant 
on  m; 


.  myi 


>  mjr  cotdette  a'Ui'Htinttiu%  ia  smoking 
\j  plate,  the  mlvhty  sirfoin  hangs  on  its  iieg  in  tlie  shop  of 
•rue  apruned  rHend  in  (lie  village.  Whatever,  in  rtiort,  I 
^.,A  liere,  is  missed  at  home  t  and  the  few  sous  gained  bf  the 
fli«V!tf«  fenwtltr,  nay.  the  very  crust  I  give  to  his  linle  bare- 
hottnmcd,  red-ef  ed  poodle,  are  astfaa/  demrdu  (o  my  old  friend 
the  barber,  and  lionet  Trusty,  the  mastiff-dog  in  the  yard.  So 
that  I  Have  tin  happraeas  of  knowing  at  every  tarn,  that  my 
•%e«fiee  is  both  missed  and  moaned  br  those,  who  would  care 
littla  were  I  in  mr  enffla,  were  they  sure  of  tne  custom  of  my 
ejcocsitors.  Prom  this  charge  of  aelf-seeking  and  indiilbrence, 
however,  I  solemnly  excepc  Trusty,  the  yard  dog,  whose  cour- 
Meiea  towards  me,  I  have  reason  tu  think,  were  of  a  more  die* 
intereated  chnracter  than  those  of  any  other  person  who  assist 
ed  nne  to  eonsonie  the  bonntjr  of  the  Public. 

Alaoi  the  advantage  of  exettinjr  such  general  sympathies  at 
home  cannot  be  sectired  without  incurring  comiderable  person- 
Ct  inconvenienee  "  If  thou  wislnMt  me  to  weep,  thcui  must 
ftwt  shed  timrv  'hyself.**  says  Horace  ;  and,  trulr,  I  c«Hild  some- 
liflMM  rry  mrself  at  rlie  exohnnre  I  have  made  of  the  domestic 

iriea,  for  the  fo- 

r  is  Mr.  """  "M  that  ftUsvs  is 

«0* 


ruiau  saibatita  tea  wbieh  eapriea  and  love  of  ehaofo  had  PBiMara^ 
fashionable,  t  eaanot  but  ooufess  with  ahame,  that  my  Kemo* 
brad  stomach  tonga  for  ttia  gaauine  aleak,  aflar  Uie  fluhion  ol 
'    iMt  from  the  gridiron,  brown  without,  and  scarlet  when 

.b  ta  applied :  and  that  all  the  delicaoies  ofrtrf9  tarta, 

witli  hie  tlMMsaad  vagioua  orthoaraphiea  of  SZ/riria  dli  Mraran, 
do  not  aupply  the  vaeaiiey.  Then  my  mother's  son  eaonoc 
learn  to  delight  in  ttiin  potations  t  and,  in  theee  daya  when 
mall  ia  had  (br  nothing,  I  am  conviooed  that  a  double  sirslct 
uf  John  Barleyeora  nwsl  have  converted  "  the  poordomaati* 
creature,  sBBall-beer.**  into  a  liquor  twenty  timea  mora  generoua 
than  the  aei^anaubstantiai  tipple,  which  hare  beata  Die  ho- 
Boured  name  of  wine,  Uiougii,  in  substance  and  qualitiea.  imiell 
similar  to  your  Seine  water.  'Dieir  higher  wlnea,  indeed,  an 
waii  eDettgti~>thefe  ia  notiiinf  to  eaoept  against  m  their  Cha- 
tautt  Margout,  or  Sillary ;  yet  I  cannot  but  remember  the  gene* 
— s  qualitiea  of  my  sound  oM  Oporto.  Nay,  down  l»  the  far- 
and  hia  poodle,  though  Ihey  are  both  amoaing  auioiala,  and 
ikey-lrioka  which  are  divcrtiiig  aaough. 


Treaty's  tail,  than  if  his  rival,  Toutoo,  liad  stood  < 
lenlbra  twe;/eaMMth.  .,  ^   . 

nnwae  signs  of  repeatanoa  come  pertiaps  a  litlla  late,  and  I 
own,  (for  I  mast  be  eatiraiy  candid  with  my  dear  fHend  the 
Public.)  that  Miey  have  bean  somewhat  matured  by  the  parrar- 
sion  of  my  niece  Christy  to  the  ancient  Popiah  fbtth  by  a  car* 
tain  whanking  priest  in  our  neighbourhood,  and  ttie  marriaffS 
of  my  aunt  Dorothy  to  a  drarf-saids  captain  o^  bona,  a  et-devant 
neniW  of  the  Legion  of  Honour,  and  who  would,  he  aasuiua 
us,  hav«  bean  a  Pield-Marahal  by  thia  time,  had  our  old  fVieod 
Bonnparto  aontimmd  m  live  and  u>  triumplL  For  the  matter 
of  Chriaty,  I  muat  own  her  bead  had  been  so  fbiriy  turned  at 
Bdinburgli  wiUi  ftva  touts  a-night,  that,  thoagh  I  aonowhat 
diatruated  ttie  means  and  asediun  of  her  convaiaatioe,  I  waa  at 
the  same  time  glad  to  see  that  she  took  a  eenous  thought  of 
my  kind  ;-besTdea,  there  waa  litUe  loss  ia  the  matter,  fbr  thu 
Coavent  took  her  oflT  my  hauda  for  a  vary  psaeoaable  penaion. 
But  uuut  Dorothy's  maniage  on  earth  was  a  very  diflbcent  mat* 
tar  fVom  Christian's  celestial  espouaals.  In  the  flmt  plaee,  there 
wore  two  thousand  thnv*per>canu  as  nrach  lost  to  nty  Ibmiiy 
as  if  Uie  sponge  liad  been  drawn  over  the  national  aialo— P* 
who  the  deuce  ooald  ha«e  tliougltt  aaot  Dorothy  would  hava 
married  ?  Above  all.  who  would  have  tbooeht  a  wunsaa  of  filly 
years'  experieooe  would  have  married  a  French  anatomy,  hia 
lower  branch  of  limba  convspondiag  with  the  upper  branch,  aa 
if  uM  pair  of  half-extendrd  nompassea  had  been  plaoed.pen*en* 
diculariy  «pon  the  top  U  anotlier.  while  the  space  en  which 

the  hinges  mi  '    "      ' '^-'■' '  "'"  *'^^--    *" 

tlie  rest  was  n 

wenlth  which  riiieemnd«redto  e'hiaiViUilaiysinre^ 
aver,  tliere  is  no  more  tu  bo  said  upon  iho  matter;  esi^oialiy  aa 
she  hod  come  the  length  of  quoting  Rousseau  ior  saatimeni^ 
and  ao  let  that  paaa  / 

Having  thus  expactomtnd  my  bile  against  a  hmd,  which  ia, 
notwithstandtng,  a  very  merry  land,  and  which  1  cannot  blame 
becauae  I  aought  it,  and  it  did  nut  seek  me,  I  come  to  tlie  Mora 
immediate  pwpnea  of  this  faitroduetion,  and  which,  my  dear* 
eat  Public,  if  i  do  not  reekou  too  Bwch  on  the  continuanoe  of 
your  tevourt,  (though,  tn  any  truth,  eonsiaiency  and  onifhrmity 
of  taste  ara  scarce  to  be  reckoned  upon  by  tl,oea  who  oourt 


pon  tne  top  M  anouier.  wniie  me  space  on  wnica 
mvolved,  quite  aufBeed  to  mpreaent  the  body?  All 
IS  mustache,  peliase,  and  salino  trourser.  She  mifht 
landed  a  polk  of  reul  Cnasaeks  in  isia.  fbr  half  tlM 


lees.)  may  pertmps  go  fkf  to  make  me  amends  for 

,  _ as,  alender  anklea,  black  mnataeliM 

bodileaa  limba,  a  assure  yen  the  fellow  is,  aa  my  friend  I^ 


ir  good  grai 

» loaa  and  damage 

the  country  of  thi( 


1  by  bringinr  aunt  Dorothy 


L said,  a  complete  gibSet-pia.  all  leas  and  wing8,>  and  fine 

sf^ntiments.  If  she  had  taken  fVuUr  lite  half- pay  list,  a  nnUof 
Higtdandman,  ay,  or  a  dashing  son  of  Erin,  h  would  navrr  have 
mentioned  the  suhjeot ;  but  aa  the  alRiir  has  happened,  it  it 

Siree  possiWe  not  to  resent  such  a  gvatunous  plandering  o# 
r  own  lewAil  heire  and  exacotora  But  "  be  hushed  my  dark 
spirit  I"  and  let  us  invito  our  dear  Public  to  a  asnra  pieasii^ 
thome  to  us.  a  more  interesting  one  to  others.  , 

By  dint  of  drinking  aoid  tlfT,  aa  above  meoUanad,  and  an»^ 
krag  ciaara,  in  which  1  am  no  novice,  my  Public  asa  to  be  ia- 
fbfuwd,that  I  gradually  sipp'd  and  smoked  myaplftntoaco^ 
tain  degree  of  acquaiatanee  with  un  JleitMcaaiiM  <f  ^bul.  one  of 
the  9em  fine  old  sp^einimis  of  nobility  who  are  atill  to  bo  found 
in  France ;  who,  like  mutilated  atatuea  of  an  aatiqualed  and 
obaolaie  wonhip,  stlH  eommsnd  a  certain  portion  of  awa  at  4 
estimation  in  tIsB  eves  even  of  tiMse  hy  whom  aeilhar  one  nog 
other  are  viduntartly  rendered. 

On  visiting  the  roAbe-hcmse  of  the  village,  I  waa,  at  flrat, 
struck  with  the  singulardignity  and  ;ra««ty  of  thia  gantiamnn'f 
manner*,  his  a»duloua  altaeliaiant  to  shoai  and  stockings,  tnr 
contempt  of  hnlfbnots  and  penlaloona,  the  crate  ds  fiklM  Lim9» 
at  his  bnltnn-hole.  and  a  small  white  ct)ckade*in  the  loop  o| 
his  old-fnslii«iDi*d  sdinJtn.  There  was  something  interasting  iu 
bis  whole  arpi>aranru ;  and  besides,  his  gravity  amoog  Um 
lively  group  around  him.  itfirmed,  like  tlte  stmtie  of  a  i<vo  ia 
•he  gl'ire  of  n  sunny  landscape^  more  interesting  Ihom  ila  maty 
I  made  such  advances  towarda  aoqaaiBiaaaa  ia  Iki  r ' 
61 
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■tancM  of  llM  plaee,  and  tira  namen  of  the  e^mtnr.  aotbo- 
vissd— that  ii  to  nj,  I  dmw  near  hinii,  mioked  my  clear  by 
mhn  and  intennittad  paflk,  which  were  aearcely  visible,  and 
aAed  him  thoae  few  qiKwtiom  which  food-breeding  every- 
where, but  more  eepeeiaily  in  FrancA,  permija  ttianf  am  to  put, 
without  haxardinff  the  imputation  of  impemndnee.  Hie  Mbr- 
«iab  de  Hantlieu,  for  iuch  waa  hia  rank,  waa  as  short  and  sen- 
tentiooa  aa  French  politeness  permitted— he  abswered  every 
<lueatioB,  but  proposed  nothiof ,  and  encouraged  no  fbrtber  in- 

The  truth  was,  that,  not  very  aeeaasibie  to  fbrelgners  of  any 
nation,  or  even  to  strancers  amonf  hia  own  eountrymen,  the 
MaaouM  waa  peculiarly  shy  lowarda  the  Bnfliah.  A  fenuantef 
anciaot  national  prnodioa  might  diettie  lliie  feeling ;  or  H 
anight  ariae  fVom  hia  idea  that  uiey  are  a  haughty^  pume-piond 
peoplo,  lo  whom  rank,  united  with  atiaiteoed  eirenmsiancea, 
aflords  aa  much  subiect  for  soora  aa  for  pity  t  or.  Anally,  when 
fca  niflacted  on  eenaio  lueaot  evente,-  lia  might  perhapa  IM 
■wirttfied  as  a  Frenehman,  even  for  thoae  aacceesea,  which  bad 
leatfired  his  maater  to  the  throne,  and  himself  to  a  diminished 
property  and  dilapidated  ekatum.  Hia  dislike,  hewever,^nev«r 
aasumwd  a  asore  active  form  than  that  of  alienation  ftom  Eng> 
Uah  eonietv.  Wlm  the  aflkirs  of  stranaers  requiied  the  inter- 
position of  his  influence  In  their  behalf,  it  waa  uniformly  grant* 
•d  with  tlie  courtesy  of  a  French  fontlemaa,  wtro  knew  whni 
uduo  to  hiraaelf  and  to  national  hospitality. 

At  length,  bv  aome  ahanae,  the  Mamnia  made  the  diaooverr, 
that  tlie  new  ftequenler  of  hia  ordinary  was  a  native  of  Seot* 
land^  a  cireomatanoe  which  toM  mightily  in  my  fbvoor.  Borne 
•f  hia  own  aneeetors,  he  informed  me.  bed  been  of  8eoCtlah  ofl» 

e,  and  ha  believed  his  house  had  atill  aaane  relations  In  wh*t 
was  pleesed  to  call  the  provinee  of  Hannuiare,  in  that  eoun* 
tnr.  The  onnnexien  had  been  acknowledged  eaily  in  the  laat 
century  on  both  aidee,  and  he  bad  once  nimoat  determined,  du* 
ring  taia  exile,  (for  it  mar  be  aonposed  that  the  Mamuia  had 
joined  the  nnka  of  Cooda,  and  siiarad  all  the  misfertunea  and 
distresses  of  emigration.)  to  claim  the  acquaintance  and  pro* 
taction  af  hia  SeotUsh  fViefida.  But,  after  all.  he  said,  he  eared 
•ol  to  present  himself  befoin  them  in  eireumnfancea  which 
eoold  do  them  but  small  credit,  and  whiah  tbev  might  think 
entailed  boom  little  burden,  perhaps  even  aome  nttle  disrraeoi 
ae  that  he  thoiwht  it  beat  to  tnmt  in  Pravidenee,  and  do  the 
beet  he  eoald  for  hia  own  support  What  that  was  I  nerer 
rottid  learn :  but  I  am  sun  it  inferred  nothing  which  could  be 
discredi table  txt  the  excellent  old  man,  who  held  foat  hia  opi* 
aiooa  and  his  loyeltv,  through  good  end  bad  repute,  till  timw 
reatiMud  him*  aged,  indigent  and  broken-apirited.  to  the  coon* 
trr  whi«di  he  had  left  in  the  prime  ofvrutb  and  iMWith,  and  so* 
bated  by  aee  into  fiati^'nco,  instead  orthat  tone  of  high  resent- 
ment whicb  promtsHd  speeity  venceence  upon  those  who  «• 
polleo  him.  I  miglit  have  tauahed  at  some  pointe  of  the  Mar* 
quia'a  character,  at  hia  prejudieea,  particularly,  both  of  birib 
and  politics,  if  l  hed  known  him  under  more  prpsperaus  eii^ 
euKStanees ;  but,  aitnated  aa  he  waa,  even  if  they  hed  no<  been 
flur  and  honest  prejudices,  turning  on  no  base  or  int^realed  mo* 
tive.  one  mast  hare  rsapeeted  him  as  we  respeet  the  eonftsdor 
er  the  niartyr  of  araligioB  which  ia  not  entirely  ourown. 

By  degreea  we  became  good  fneoda,  drank  our  comie.  smoked 
•ur  cigar,  and  took  our  bmurtHse  together,  for  mora  than  six 
weeks,  with  little  interruption  from  avocationa  on  either  side. 
"         .  with  some  difiteulty,  got  the  key-note  of  his  inqidrios 


eoncemmg  SootJand,  bjr  a  fortunate  eoujectura  that  the  pro- 
vince d*Hangui.«ae  eould  only  be  our  shim  of  Angus,  I  waa  ena- 
bled to  answer  the  moat  of  h  la  oueriee  oonoeming  his  aINee  there 
in  a  manner  more  or  leas  sntismetory,  and  waa  pmch  surprised 
lo  find  the  Macqais  much  beetRr  acquainted  with  the  genealocy 
of  some  of  thd  distinguished  IMHea  in  that  eountry,  tlian  I 
could  possibly  twve  eap««led. 

On  hit  part  his  satisfaction  at  our  interenufua  was  ao  great, 
that  he  at  length  wound  himaplf  to  ancfa  a  pilch  of  reaolBiion, 
as  to  mvlta  me  to  dine  at  the  Chiteau  de  HeuUicu,  well  draerv- 
mg  tiie  name,  as  occupying  a  commanding  eminenee  on  the 
aunka  of  the  Loire.  This  buildbig  lay  about  tluaa  milee  frooi 
tfio  town  at  which  I  bad  aetlled  my  temporary  eetablisliment : 
and  when  I  flrst  beheld  it  I  could  eaeily  formva  the  mortlfled 
Ibeiinge  which  tlio  owner  teetilied.  at  receivmg  a  guest  in  the 
aaylum  whicblie  had  fonned  out  of  the  raina  of  the  palaoa  o% 
Wa  tethers.  He  gradnaHy,  with  nmeh  gayety,  which  yet  evi- 
dently oovered  a  deeper  foaling,  preparsd  me  for  the  sort  of 
piece  I  was  about  to  visit  t  and  for  tliis  he  had  foil  opportunity 
whilat  ha  drove  me  in  his  little  cabriolet  drawn  by  a  large 
iMavy  Norman  horae,  towards  the  ancient  building. 

Iia  mnaina  run  along  a  beautifol  terrace  ovartianging  the  r1 
ear  Loire,  wiiieh  had  been  fommrly  laid  out  with  a 


•r  flighia  of  steas,  highly  ornamenlBd  with  ataluaa,  rock-work, 
and  other  artiflcial  emballiahmef  ta,  deaaending  turn  one  ter- 
mea  to  anotlmr,  until  the  «uit  verge  of  the  river  was  attained. 
All  this  architectural  decoration,  with  ita  aeoompaaying  par- 
torras  of  rieh  flowen  and  exotic  Miruba,  had,  many  yvara  sinae, 
■gtvea  place  to  the  move  piofltable  eeeae  of  the  vine-drseser'a 
;aboura  t  yet  the  remains,  loo  aMasivu  to  be  deatrovad.  are  atill 
eieible,  and.  with  the  venous  artiflrial  alopra  and  levels  of  tlw 
Mgb  oaak,  bear  perfoet  evidence  bow  activaly  Art  had  been 
bora  emplnyed  to  decorate  Natnra. 
Pew  of  NKweaeenee  aranow  left  in  mrfoctioo ;  forihe  fleklo- 
M  had  aecomplislied  in  Bnglond  the  total  ehmgo 


which  devastation  and  popalar  foiy  have  prudueed  In  the  French 

fi■anra-graunds.  For  my  part,  i  am  oonteoted  to  subecribe  to 
opinion  of  the  beat  qnaliflad  jndga  of  ow  tine,*  who  thinka 
we  have  earried  to  an  ostrame  ow  taate  for  eimpiiciiy,  and  that 
ma  Beighbourlmod  of  a  ataiely  mansion  icquires  some  mora  or- 
aaia  eaibalJiahmenia  timn  can  bo  derived  from  the  ineagra  ae- 
*  flc«  Prl«*'«  RvMy  en  tb*  n«t«rMqd«,  In  many  pMsngot :  bat  I 
WeeU  pttvtf«nlwtrr  the  bnuilfnl  rimI  Mfrhly  pc«tie&f  Rccoani  which  >m 
glvoi  Mf  hk  Mrs  fecilngr  on  dntrmr inn,  st  tke  <Kct«tt  of  sn  imprsvf r ,  an 
■•^tet  w^nninusd  gardni,  wtta  Hs  yew  hcdgta,  srasmestcd  Iron  f  aipf , 
aadmdi  liiwiMiwiH 


eompanlnsants  of  msa  aad  grtvul. 
tjon  may  be  degraded,  periume,  by  a 
ornaments ;  but  then,  ia  by  for  the) 


,  -_  thetraatar  numbsr  of  aitaa,  >a 

intervention  of  mora  ardiiteetural  decoration  than  ia  now  « 
ua^  saema  aopsmary  to  redeem  the  naked  tamenaea  of  a  iaana 
hbisa,  iifl^^  by  iiaelcin  the  midst  of  a  lawn,  whaaa  it  te& 
aa  much  unconnected  with  all  arnand,  as  if  it  had  wnikod  oM 
of  town  upon  aa  airing. 

How  the  taste  came  to  change  ao  suddenly  and  abaotataly,  m 
rattier  a  tlDgtffar  circumstance,  nnlen  we  eiuaia  it  un  tho  eama 
principle  on  which  the  three  frieada  of  the  Father  in  Muliliu^ 
comedy  recommend  a  eura  for  the  melaneholy  of  hia  dU^gkhr 
-that  he  should  forabdi  her  apartmcnta^  via.  wfih  pnitin^ 
with  tapeetry->-or  with  ehiaa.  aeeording  to  the  diflfereat  oe^ 
modities  in  whicb  each  of  tnen  was  a  dealer.  Tried  hy 
i^ale,  we  may  piyrhana  discover,  that  of  old,  the  nr  ' 
out  the  garden  and  the  pleesure-grounds  ia  the  neii 
_   ..  ',  naturally  enough,  di^layed  I 

vases,  and  navcd  temeea  and  flighia  al 

with  ornamented  baiustradea  i 


of  the  mansion,  and,  iwturally  enou^,  di^layed 

there  in  statues  and  vases,  and  navcd  temeea  a 

steps,  with  ornamented  baiustradea:  while  the  gw^wv^i,  ■»- 

ordinate  hi  rank,  endeavoured  to  make  the  vegetabia  kingdaw 

conesfRond  to  tlie  prevailing  taste,  and  cut  his  ev«ff«reea  haa 

verdant  walla,  with  towen  and  battlementa,  and  hie  dctafAii 

trees  into  a  resemblance  of  statuary.    But  the  wheel  haa  aiUBi 


revolved,  so  as  to  place  the  landscape-gbrdener,  aa  he  in  eal 

almost  upon  a  level  with  the  areliitect ;  and  benoea  liberal 

aomewhat  violent  use  is  made  of  spade  and  pick-a&e,  and  a  oaa- 
veraioD  of  the  ostentatioas  laboun  of  tlie  architect  into  ajina 
anue,  as  little  diflbrcnt  ftnm  ilie  sinplleity  of  Naare.  aa  di» 
played  In  the  surrounding  country,  at  the  oomfotts  of  < 
nlrat  and  cleanly  walks,  imperiously  demanded  is  the  i 
of  a  gentleman's  residence,  can  posslMy  admit 


To  lerum  Prom  thisdifrraiiion.  whiah  hasgtvcn 

. ,„ . jtrymen 

the  stolid  obesity  of  a  Baxoo  aiave)  tnne  ti 


cabriolet  (its  activity  greatly  retarded  by 

penaities  of  Jean  Roast  beef,  >»  bieh  I  aappoao  the 

horse  cursed  as  heurtily^as  his  countrymen  of  old  tiaie 


the  tfvam 


the  stolid  obesity  of  a  Baxoo  aiave)  time  to  ancend  Hke  bin  kyi 
winding  causeway,  now  morh  broken,  we  cmno  in  a^fbC  ari 
long  range  of  roofless  buildings,  connected  with  iha  wesan 
extmnity  of  the  rattle,  which  was  totally  ruinoaa.  **  I  AaM 
apologize,**  he  said.  '*to  70U,  as  an  Eoglishinaa,  Iht  the  lasiatf 


my  anceatora,  in  eounectinir  tliat  row  of  stablea  with  the 
tectura  of  the  cbifeau.    I  know  in  your  conntij  it  ' 
remot-e  them  to  some  distance ;  but  my  Ibmily  had 


tBkmtat- 


tery  pride  in  horses,  and  wera  fond  of  visiting  thcui  hw*-  ,,«- 
quently  than  would  nave  been  convenient  If  they  had  breakupl 
at  a  greater  disupoe.  Before  the  Revolutioo,  1  had  thirty  iaa 
horaes  in  tlifet  ratnous  line  of  buildioga.** 

Thin  racolleetton  of  past  magnificence  eaeapad  ftv*  hiM  «<«. 
eidentally,  for  he  was  generally  sparing  hi  alludmg 
mer  opulence.  It  H-as  quietly  said,  without  any  '"  ' 
of  the  imporianee  attached  to  early  wealth,  1     _  _ 

rpalhy  for  ita  having  past  away.  It  awakcacd  eiyUan 
reflections,  however,  and  we  were  both  silent,  tin,  ncui  % 
partially  repaired  corner  of  what  had  been  a  porteTa  )e«ga,« 
lively  French  mmumm,  with  afos  as  Mack  aa  jet,  aad  aa  brft- 
liant  as  diamonds,  came  out  with  a  smile,  whidi  ahomed  a  set 
of  teeth  that  duehaaaea  might  bava  aoviad.  aad  tank  the  Mriai 
of  Iha  liUla  carriage. 

"  Madelon  must  be  groom  to-day."  said  the  Maqaia.  alWr  pa 
etously  nodding  in  return  for  her  deep  revereoee  te  Wnast^ 
"  for  her  husband  is  gone  to  market;  and  for  La  J«aaeaaa,h 
la  almost  distncled  with  liis  vanoaa  occnrationa.— Madetea' 
he  cootmued.  as  wo  walked  Ibrward  under  the  entimiui  miik 
crowned  witn  the  mutilated  armorial  bearinga  of  fbnnarlmfo 


now  half  obseun'd  by  mom  and  rre-grasa,  not  to 
"ant  brancheaof  aome  onpraned  »bmba,— '*  Ma  ' 
i*s  god  daughter,  and  waa  educated  lo  be  Mi 

to  my  daughter.** 


vamni 
wifo's 

imyt , 

This  passing  intimation,  tliat  he  waa  a  widowad  I 

childleas  fother,  iocreaeed  my  rmpect  for  the  uafortwnate  8» 
bleroao,  to  whom  every  particular  attached  to  hie  prcaant  aita- 
ation  brought  doubtJfw  its  own  share  of  food  for  metanchalt 
reflection.  He  proceeded,  after  the  nauaa  of  an  jpsfaat,  wsia 
aonsathittg  of  a  gayer  tone—"  You  will  be  eolertaincd  wil»  my 
poor  La  jcunesse,'*  he  seid,  "  who,  by  the  way,  ia  taa  yearn 
older  than  I  am'*— (the  If  arquia  Is  above  sixty)—**  ha  imsnada 
ma  of  the  player  in  the  Jtoaiaii  CMaiyiw,  who  aeled  a  wbala 
play  in  bis  owa  proper  person— bo  uisista  on  l>einc  aaaiiia 
d'hoteJ,  maitie  de  cuisine,  valctdo-cbafflb««,  a  whole  suale  ef  ab- 
tandanu  in  his  own  poor  individually.  He  soaaatiaaca  ■oaiaiia 
ma  of  a  ehoracter  in  the  Bridle  of  Lammermodr,  whick  yaa 
roiut  have  read,  aa  It  is  the  «iork  of  oae  of  your  jam  dia  Jaona. 
ga*aa  app$at,j»  enk,  k  Ckevaikr  Bt»tL**^ 

"  I  preaume  you  mean  Sir  Walter  r* 

**  Yea-tlie  same— the  same,"  anat»erad  the  Manrala. 

We  were  now  led  awajr  ftom  more  paiafol  reoulWtiaaM  s  ft* 
I  bad  to  put  my  French  (Hend  right  in  two  particalan.  Ii»  tta 
flnt  1  pravailea  with  difficulty ;  for  the  Marqui^  thoagh  Iw4ia> 
liked  the  English,  yet,  havinc  been  tbrea  nsaaiha  ia  Le«<B^ 
piqued  hlmaeif  on  undeiataoding  the  asost  iptiicaia  diflcattka 
'       '  ,  and  appealed  to  everv  dictiooarr,  ftaisi  Flafia 

it  U  BriM  must  n|ean  llMBddla.    lima,  ao  aoa^ 


of  our  langaaae, 

downwarib,  that ^        ^    _, _  _, 

tical  was  he  on  tbie  point  of  philology,  tbat.  when 

to  hint  that  there  was  nothing  about  a  bndla  la  the  wl 

he  with  great  composure,  and  litUo  knowing  te  whon  he  s 
laid  the  whcda  blame  of  that  inconaisteocy  oa  Ihe  r-' — ' 

autlior.    I  had  next  the  common  candour  to  infetaa 

upon  eroonds  whirh  110  one  could  know  eo  vell^a  myaalC,  U 
my  distinauished  literary  countryman,  of  whom  I  ahell  alwasa 
speak  wim  the  rRspect  hia  talents  deaerva.  was  not  raspomufie 
for  tlie  slight  works  which  tlie  humour  of  the  pabtic  bad  lae 
generously,  as  well  as  too  rashly,  ascribed  to  bun.  fil —  ' 
by  Ilia  impulse  of  the  momeat,  I  might  even  have  geoa 

t  It  h  MsreeaMSHsry  lomriud  ibe  rteJw  theubWpessegv^ 
liifm!  daring  Um  ■ather'a  InsogBbe ;  Mad,  ••  Lecie  tsavwMt  k, 

"ssesrtkaiWihiwtea.'* 


QOBRIItdnHfllA&D. 


*■•  wvlictMi  M  tiM  f^mmmtim  of  a  oom^dim.  cr  m  o«r  aiij 
BMIofi  did  M  tlKiM  of  •  notaiti  MmttfJHaK,  with  •  fMd 
iMl  •f  ■miiiaim,  wIMi,  lM««f«r,  «rt  clioald  bo  Mny  to 
)  ftw  llM  Moalh.  or  OM  who  hM  bstiM  otaiiMtoi  M^ 


complotdriMytod  ta 

tidiii  indboeuMMaiilioliaftaidofci 


t  did  not  evon  vMtan  to  onlaiD  to  aiy> 

that  tliocoBtieiBMiwhoaiio  hod  MmodowodhioodwuioeiBoat, 
Ibr  Mfiit  I  had  ovor  iMotd,  to  oertoio  work!  of  hk,  whioh  Bogr, 
iriiiioot  iufUTf  b»eooi|*iod  to  mnanoaa  io  liijmB. 
I  The  tram  i«,  dnt,  aaaDont  oobo  oUmt  odiwi  Rr^«d>oto,at 
ivkMi liMM  olnadr  hfauod,  the  Mannuo  had cootiaetBd  a  hor* 
•r,  asiBtlad  wilk  oonftBtopt.  for  aInMMiomrr  ipooMO  of  aoUM^ 
viit,  ilifhter  than  that  which  compoondf  a  folio  volume  of 
or  or  diirinitr,  add  loolcod  11900  tiio  fathor  or  a  ronMsoei 


'.add  looliod  hood  tiio  fotbor  or  a  r 
aoi,  ar  poriodloal  piocOAforitiawn.  aa 
Bptilo,  with  foar  ot.  OMO  apd  with  k 


4m  t«n  fwn  Html  had  Utl  t^nbvr^  CoUtmO  that  tha  pfh 
•or  ociflvavalt<>it  4A«f  not  cam  tie  in  «Kh»1>itt[iK  ycmr  <]Wd  mm^ 
nwknowlftdfBornimtleni  <)rtn)Jtll  ('(iiriiH.'giMiiiCf].  but  in  dfijar- 
tiitp,  iiRpnifinf,  ind  wnvcting  iht.  mromiatiori  you  poiiwM^br 
the  authoriir  pf  utlitii.  I  ttu^retDre  >t  Ui«  Murjuii  M^Q^^l  ^k 
fd^  It  bi«  ptcuuxr,  and  was  rewirtkd  bj  tiif  entorinf  intiCi  ■ 
lrj*m<!4  ttid  wtill  Jnfymiwl  cli«c|UU)tion  en  liio  florid  itrlti  oTat- 
chiteciuiv  mtrtKJucM-il  into  Friiiac«  djuriai  ll^  M^Feni^cnMi  OiV- 
turv.  He  wiiTtt<<d  mit  ita  menu  and  iuiWlceti  wjtli  eonudwoJli* 
U»xti  i  and  haviof  loudicd  on  topici««iilu  ta  thafc  uikhi  wbkK 

Lliftvo  rormerSr  ciiKn'M*^"*]^.  'tia  mido  ani^ppeal  of  a  Aimnat  kisid 
I  Uieir  rnvguc.  luund^d  on  tlta  ajwriatitiiu  witb  nhicU  ther 
were  c(nnbiii*d=  "  Who,"  h<7  #tii3,  "  woyld  willinf  Ly  deiirajr  th« 
InrraCf  i  tpf  the  Clintmu  Of  Sy]l|,  dince  »u  cannot  tr^ad  t)tun 
WHliout  rttcjillinf  U^Q  fmafc  di  that  itA-tiiimtn,  nhkt  dLHtln- 
fuLiiihed  fur  ^vmo  inuntrilj  and  forJiirDiiiiiitd  uncningaafuUr 
|ir  luiudT  Woit  Uwy  nli  inch  tow  broad,  ■  liin'ft  weiftit  14« 
IniiMriti?,  or  wor^  (Iwif  dot>rivtd  «r  tiicir  rurzna]it>-  by  ihu  aliilif- 

ri.t  m(l€«l4u<M.  (^uuld  we  nnpioie  Ui«tii  to  ftftuiin  t}i«  icfiii«  ^f 
i«  [latrioUc  inusmfiT  WfHild  an  iiidLjiary  root  houw  Im  a  At 
t4^nfl  fur  tli'L'  Duke  [icfupyini  an  arm  duir,  ind  bii  Di^chOH  a 
ia^urct^is-achmg  from  uiencD  l?««nii  of  coura^  and  Adalnir 


rhe  ahoM  of  tha  prsM,  ho  contonded,  eapeeially  in  ita  lighlet 
lo^artaMoia^'had  poiooood  tho  whole  BuomliOr  oT  fioropo,  and 
oao  oaee  HMMo  gTodooi^  ffoaauriotan  iofloooao  whjnh  had  boeo 
aloniadMidit  Che  voice  ofwar.  AU  writer,  eceept  thoee  of 
lie  laiaeetaad  hearieet  calibto,  he  ooocoired  to  bo  denroled  Co 
•lif  ovU  eoaae^Arom  Ro««eaa  and  VeltaiioduwB  taPifOolt  la 
Irao  aad  the  author  of  tha  Beoleh  Norela ;  ahd  althoofh  ho 
kAuCtad  he  read  Cbom  ^Mir  fnirr  <i  ItawM,  yet,  iiko  Pielol  oalinf 
kie  leak,  it  wai  not  wtthout  eaoeraCiiif  the  lendeocr.  aa  he  do> 
roa'od  the  ttonr,  of  the  work  with  wbioh  he  waa  enaafad. 

Obeerving  thia  pocoliaritr,  1  bached  out  of  the  oaB|Oid  oonfto- 
doo  which  my  vaoity  Iwd  aaedilatod,  aad  eafnied  the  Meiqoia 
■  tether  leaurka 00  the  manaioa of  hiaaooeatora.  "Thoio," 
M  aaid,  **  waa  the  thealie  where  nqr  fother  oaed  Co  proeure  an 
»rder  for  the  apeeial  atlondaoee  of  aoano  of  the  prindpal  aetora 
■r.Ihe  Coawdio  Fiancoiaa,  when  Che  Kioff  and  Madame  Pompa- 
loor  BAore  than  once  viaited  him  at  thia  uteee ;— yooder.  aaora 
•  the  eencre,  waa  the  taroo'almn,  whom  hie  fowlal  mriadietioa 
oaeoaereiaed  when  ociaainala  warn  to  bo  tried  by  the  BeiffMur 
IT  hie  bailiflr;  for  we  hod.  Uke  yew  oldSoottiah  noMoa.  the 
iffht  of  pic  and  eallowa,  or  JiMao  OMm/«ria,  aa  Che  eivuiana 
't  ,*— beneath  thatiiee  the  <lueation-chaari)or»  or  apartment 


od  windowa  to  which  tm  poioled,  '*  each  b  Uio  eflhet  of  oopei^ 
itttioa,  that,  to  ihia  day,  Che  peasants  dare  not  appioooh  ,the 
kiageons,  is  which,  it  la  aaid,  the  wrath  of  my  anoaeCoia  bad 
lerpeCmled,  in  farmer  timea,  much  oraalty." 

Aa  w*)  apwoaehed  the  window,  while  I  azpreeaad  aome  oario- 
lily  to  aeo  thia  abode  ef  terror,  there  aioee  ftom  lUaubterraDeao 
ibym  a  ehrill  ehoot  of  laodMer,  which  wo  oaaily  deteoted  aa 
Modoeed  br  a  ivmp  of  playful  children,  who  had  OMdo  theao- 
ikiDCcd  vaoJtP  a  theatror  for  a  joqrouarompat  CoUn  Maillard. 

The  Marqata  waa  eemowbat  •diaeeooerted.  and  had  reeourae 
o  hie  tabMtitn;  bat.  reeovoring  in  a  moqfieot,  obeenred,  thaae 
ven  Madolao'eohildMn,  and  fomiiiar  with  the  aappoaed  lenera 
iT  the  aubtananaan  reoeaaea.  "Beaidee,*^  he  add«L  **lo.  apeak 
he  trath,  theae  poor  ehUdreo  liave  been  bom  afler  tim  period  of 
ampaeod  MlunNnation,  Which  dispollod  our  aoporatition  Md.our 
efigion  at  ooee :  aad  Utie  bide  me  to  ronwod  you,  that  thia  la  a 
mrmoffre.  The  Cwraor  the  periahia  my  only  neat,  boai4ea 
woneir  and  I  vroold  not  volaotarily  oflbod  hie  opimona.  Be- 
idoe,"  bo  eoatiniaed,  aaora  aaanfolly,  and  throwing  off  hia  re- 
traiat.  "  adveraity  hia  taaghCmo  other  thoughta  on  thaee  avb- 
eoU  than  thoee  which  procpority  diouted ;  and  I  thank  <3od  I 
im  oot  aahamod  to  avow,  thai  I  follow  the  obeerraaeoa  of  my 
iHtreh.'* 

I  hastened  io  amwer,  that,  though  Ihey  might  diflbr  ffom 
hooe  of  my  own,  1  had  every  poaaiblo  remeet  for  tha  niigioua 
uloe  of  every  Christian  community,  at>niibte  lliat  wo  addraaaed 
"  ~'  grand  principle  of  aal 

I  variety  of  worahip« 


hooaoM  Deity,  oo  the  amne  grand  prineiplo  of  aalvation,  though 

fith  dioSsrent  forms  j  which  variety  of  worship,  had  it  -' -• 

he  Almighty  not  Io  peimit,  ew  obaervanoea  would  ha^ 


have  t 
I  nodar 


the 


o  diatioctiy  paaaoribod  Co  oaaa  they  am  laid  dow^ 
doeaio  law. 

The  Mamoia  waa  no  ahakar  oT  hands,  bat  apon  the  p(  . 
•ceaaion  lie  graaped  mine,  and  shook  it  kindly— the  ooiy  mode 
€  opoaieeeence  in  my  aeoiimonCa  whidi  perhapa  a  sealoui  Ca- 
holie  ooald,  or  e«ifht  ooMialeotly  ta  have  given  upoo  aiioh.«o 

^ntUMnroHmatuMe  of  eiplanation  and  remark,  with  c^Chon 
rhieh  aroaaoot  of  the  view  of  the  extenaive  ruina,  occupied  us 
^ng  twoor  thfsse  tnma  upon  the  long  lenaoe,  and  a,aeat  of 
bout  a  quarter  of  aa  hoar's  duration  in  a  van  ted  pavilion  of 
moalooe,  docomted  with  tho  IMaiwia'a  armorial  baaiingB,  the 


(o  hia  »itn*, 

.Tijtif^  murthty  to  both 


r  modcsiy  &nd  jEnbtvL^iton  W  hii  dauglilsj«>— of 
Hhilu  the  [:ir<^lo  oT  roungjioblasi 


aliav 


...  !  with  eer«  attentive,  and  i!y<><  miKlesUy  ^M  oh  MiC  tToiiAd| 
in  a  itaiidLn^i>ci«[urr,cveitber  rt'ptyinff  not  iittlngdown^  wiilKml 
Iho  eiiiix^JA  command  ^f  Urt>r  pfinca  and  parent  I— No,  Mdn- 

fiupr"  heuid,  witli  c<i3t}jiitfiaii&>  "destroy  the  in-incdr  Hti^ 
lun  in  which  tUii  edifying  raroUyiceii*  WB«  »pa«oted.  and 
ytm  rpmnvii  frutn  tlw  nitnd  Uie  vrai^emblaibca^  ihc  rarme^ty,  of 
I  Uit  wjio]«  i«p«««neatiDf)-  Or  coo  yov  mmd  suppows  tbii  dit- 
Imguiahed  peer  and  potfiot  walking  In  aianfM  jAfisb  7  Why, 
you  mirhi  as  w«n  itancy  hiin  drt^tied  with  a  Iriun  fror k  apd 
\kiuX4i  wni»tco«t.  instDBd  of  his  lUwi  dueitrt!  coat  and  lAipt^M 
a/n/usua-Ctbitsidcr  huw  lie  otjuFd  havo  mnveJ  in  itjv  tiitiuoiia 
rtB]»  of  what  yuu  liavo  eallod  h.  firmt  iDmA,  wfth  hi«  unia^  at- 
tendant* nf  two  Olcs  of  Bvint  fuvdi  precbdjn^j  and  iUv  ssi» 
JiiuTib^r  milawing  liim.  To  recaJt  his  figure,  witli  hia  board-- 
uiur-iSt-cimOK*  d  (Hhm,  oniiHl  to  his  doifbli.'^i  by  ten  tliouaapd 
1  :  V-  and  knot*  nf  riband:,  fon  could  ns*t,  tu[>pmint  turn 

J  fnijtiriiit  Jnjicix,  djJiUn^iiis^^  ths  plc-tiwt!  io  ymt  iua 

J  .  ,1  r.  ffum  tli4  ik«stdi  nf  toiue  mad  old  msn,  u.iu>  hsa 
4iiM>t.u  ij  tlie  humour  of  dit«jinjr  Nka  hisErisst  great  rrandfalbji, 
and  «vhom  a  iiariy  orfpni-d'amu'ii  i**ra  conducting  to  the  Ji^ 
piisi  dtt  Fduj.  But  Iwyk  HI)  tiic  long  and  msgnlfioent  leriaae. 
If  It  jtio.ti*(j,  Mh^ctl  the  loyal  and  easUad  Sully  was  wontio 
tnaltf  the  ic«nc  of  hii  jwULary  waUi  iwica  a  day.  while  hOflOD- 
,(Ji>md  uv«r  die  ^katrintks  n:Jwm*!ii  which  he  aouri«h^d  for  mi- 
vittif  in*  the  tU.iv  of  Frflnce  ;  OJ.  st  a  later,  and  mor«tnrrpifM 
I^Tiud  L.f  lif«,  brotided  uver  tlis  mfeiiiory  of  hii  murdHced  J"^ 
ti.'T,  and  tht  file  of  hi«  dlritracted  owuniry:— tJirow  in  thaf 
|»ki  tinck-^ijgnd  of  orcAdon,  i/mmf^  jjimi«c«,  urns,  nnd  win 
c«old  I'Kprass  1^^  vicinity  of  a  duca]  paliicf.  Biid  the  la  ,, 
brirooii'-j  MniiiPtvnt  at  fjii<?.^,  'Thfsfticttininiirr^,  witli  ihwirl^ 
11,114^1  LJiM>9  iKiriud  pLac4sc1  nt  th^  ^tiifimiue*  df  Uio  long  and  lavrl 
wnlk,  Ultimate  (he  iiTt?KO«ce  cf  tlie  Ipudat  ttriiH:^  i  whik  tlia 
mm&  is  uirire  cJrarly  ihowo  by  t|ip  gv^^d  of  honuur  which  pft- 
tf*d'»  Jiiid  (oUav,  hitii,  ihpjr  lifiltieTdn  carried  uprif  hi,  their  mtsfi 
.iimrtitil  and  iftatt^ry.  a»  if  in  the  pre^erK-e  of  an  encniy^  yet  mn- 
\edH  a^  It  wf-re?.  wiUi  the  tame  iKiul  a*  Ihfiir  princely  lupanof— 
,  tenc^hini:  tltoir^t^ ps  to  ntu-.ud  ut.on  hii,  ninrchinc  as  haintrAh- 
i  c^i.  Ii4jtiiig  qs  Ite  haltii,  arcommfKtatmfc  their  iisre  t^vnn  to  tit* 
»h|rlit  UTeFnlariitle*  of  itiu*fi  and  advnn!:f*  dict4ti'd  hj  ilia  flat- 
tiiaxion*  of  lin  rei'eriei,uid  wliwling  with  mditsn  pnL'r,i*ioii b«- 
fut¥  «nd  EMJiind  hilHi  wkio  teems  the  eent/c  and  ^nirnaung  leitin- 
^nAn  of  tlwlr  arvoJed  AIca,  ss  Uio  liGaft  givvB  urii  aivl  Hnergy  te 
"     '       Dr.  if  you  Rnilc/' adJfd  ttae  Alaniuiw^rook- 


iiig  dot^tfuTly  un  my  ^ou^CettJMlt<^, 
'  "     '  with  thy  Jignt  freodcutt  of  modtTn 


Ijae  Jiuntafl  body,     __.  .. .      ^ 

'     ■    '  ■■  "  al  a  promenodu  <o  ut40n- 

, _, . lodtrn  manoers,  coutd  yew 

bring  you^  nund  to  demolish  that  otlwf  t^rrscs  trod  by  iha  Ea*< 
,c  matin  I  MarcliioMBii  dn  S^'viitic^  wltJi  wbicK  nn  united  mo 
muny  tm'olluctiuiis  wnnecled  witli  pumiges  in  twtr  f^cims^Mg 
I  utters  r" 

A  tiMk  lirwl  oflhisdiaijiikiUoii,  wbiqh  the  Msfqtii*  c«fUioJr 
il-  ■'■  II, HI)  ut  exalt  tM  ostuml  beautioi' of  his  ok-d  tPiiae<'» 
IraptdiVkd  as  it  wa^,  re-quirfcd  no  such  foranal  HKfua- 
.i  "I.  I  iniomied  my  cpmiwirtHHn,  dT,at  I  had  jtist  r*e#4*«d 

I  -I nnd  a  joumAl  of  a  Umi  riiftde  in  tho  smith  of  Frwca 

\  hit  Oinziian  ffisnd  of  mine,  a  poet,  n  ^tmrhtmOM,  and 

I  -  in  w?iich  hs  f  itoh  n^ucti  a»  niiitiiaLed  and  initinuUn; 

(i  r.;  r.H.nuf  the  Ct»*t*su  Gn gflaj) ,  tlie  dwelling  of  Madam* 
,«i."  St'iijfini'i  bc|rjii<«d  dsufljCnr.  and  fniquently  tjie  pUio*  of  hf-r 
i>u,nrp«idenoe,  U  is  I  on  one  who  ever  read  the  booA  wooMb* 
\¥ithiii  fortf  mjted  tif  the  varK.  without  going  a  ^itgTunagv  to 
Ihe  spou  Tha  Mart|uii  wnilyd;  Kcnwd  vary  oiiich pli^tiod rapid 
,fi<tkpA  the  title  ai  lyn|tn  of  I  lie  work  in  Questiuo  ;  and  wnling 
riutvn  to  TOT  dieiatton.  "  An  Uifwrary  of  Froveaeo  and  the 
nhon#,  made  durinf  I  he  fwar  IBif  1,  by  Juhn  Hurbni.  A.  M-iCrT 
-Oriel  Dillegc,  OxrjnJ.""oh*eni-'d  ho  could  now  purnhnM  l.d 
liiKilii  for  th<i  di'.ieiiu  but  wuiilt  rocomm«nd  iliat  tha  rUne 
tnifo  shi,iii]d  be  ciunmiwti^^id  tor  tJw  Ubrnry  to  ^.hich  he  was 
^■iiiGnne.  in  tlioncieNbiiOfiiigtrtWn.  "  And  heif /'  he»fiid,  '*  cornea 
the  Ourr,  to  savn  us  furiljur  diH^uisitiun  ;  and  I  son  La  JeuoefHi 
i^liding  rouud  th«  old  [Kirtico  on  the  terrace,  with  tite  pcrpoaa 
of  rin|ing  the  dinner  h*lJ— a  mci*t  ^no«c&Miry  rerEwnony  for  *^ 

H^^bhuf  l^ "-  -  ^ '-        '     "^  "         '^  '       '^  "^'  ^ 

lw«H  to  foi 
to  parfoi 


o  forego-    Tske  no  nouco  of  iiim  at  pre^t^nt,  ai  he  wisbes 
'orm  mm  dutjcia  of  the  infu'noir  d«partaifint«  iEi<:ogiiilt»  j 


poninf .  when  tho  aan'a  beaosa  are  dying  on  the  broad  Jboe  of 
ho  Loire-here.  io  the  woida  of  yonr  gmat  poet,  whom.  Praneh- 
Bon  ae  1  aas,  I  am  more  iniimatety  aeipiainled  with  than  moat 
inii^mou,  1  lovo  to  net  myaelf, 

•flbMrinf  th*  eoda  of  swsst  and  Miter  IkMy.*  *' 

Afloinat  thia  varteua  reading  of  a  well-known  peaaace  in  Shak- 
naofo  I  took  cam  to  oflbr  no  proteat :  for  1  suivect  Shakapoam 
voald  have  aaffered  in  the  opinion  of  ao  delicate  a  jodfoaaUio  --    -----  .  r,.    ,    ^  -■    ^ 

Ifarauta,  had  1  proved  hia  having  written  "  chewing  the  eodJ'  .tSie  ra^t  nf  ihfl  bou^i  to  pifjcti^,  finr  tii«  sake  of  th«  lead,  timbfi, 
laonrding  to  all  o*her  authoritW  Bnaidea,  I  bad  had  enou^  and  athir  matwiala,  hav^,  m  Ibcir  rmt&t^  done  me  tlio  an^ 
JTuiKlhTnar  lliqMte,  navio(b«Bj9]oog  9«nTin^  (thougliJitH  f.i^mi  fai^r  to  lodocc  \i  Io  dinuumom  b«mr  flttioi  tho  fit- 


my  U 
^bhni  three  pAreq^ar  but  which  it  would  hreok  t^beofdfl 

'        itpr*      '       " 

.  epar1 

when  tliv  bfrTMisd  waKd  U  fmoa,  bo  will  bUie  furtii  on  m  ta 
,the  cJiaiai^ter  of  mliiw-d«itio." 

As  thu  Marquis  spoke,  w«  had  odvured  towmrui  tl^ieeutam 
f^athimjty  of  Uia  CbAu-aUp  whirh  was  the  only  pait  of  the  odl 
firn  tbot  remained  aivH  hnbitabl*? 

Thii  Baiuis  Nfflre,'^"  snid  th«  Marquis    "  wl*w  they  | 


*  MfaMiaflM  df  ttm  «wi»t¥.    Hwv  ^  AHMRh  nf  the  )■•  r  riO  ^ 
liH  o*«tpU»t*  to  orwl  ■&  hi*  ohTTtRli*  m,  (if»d  mhai  wnda  M 

'  At  ho  tpok<:  ^«i,  wi  mclK'4  th*  diK*t.  lit  ^hlcii  L«  Jmmvm 
•itplWftrtd,  with  vtiir  it  tint*  of  pf'^mifit  mivKC  t>nA  *»p»- 

Kiid  wrirvitypji.  wfri  rrsd/  to  m***!  the  ftnrt  guod-nBtiUPH  wora 
ttf  Itii  mt»trr  «iih  ft  ■mile,  whiditbuwort  ti»  wHiip»t  of  tow 
rid  ftif.  m  dnpit«  <?f  ■»  ftml  wlHitjiif-  Hi*  (slirJtn  ink 
:nffi,  wufiH  aw  Eti^srtfntlfvdtMciAnKrdlnvrkih— hifdM 
-Ith  ft  na*M*--fhe  thin  (rn/i^rl  on  «*i|Kir*ide  nf  hnlilk 
<  tlwfc— Hi*  pearl  colonrert  cvnt,  wiiliotttRCollar— (hofoliiBin, 
''  liiil  Jriter,  the  mffit^i  Al  ih*  wrtii,  vnd  iha  cAufnffii-frr##^it1  MB* 
"WMintjed  thal^t  JeunoiM  con«ii$erpcl  the  nmval  ut  m  i^J^t  M 
'  thfl€h4tK4ii  M  an  uninari  evcrftt.  whicS  wm  t«  bo  met  wiiKa 
"■  BOnwpMidanr  diiiplar  of  iirttniftcp«<:t)  and  pantl«  on  hii  nit 

*  Am  I  IcHlltedf  at  the  ftiihfBl  thmifh  famtastT^;  fa\to\KrrM  HI 
Miiter,  w1>i>  doutrtTHi  SiitieniiPil  hit  T^reJ7j<1icf>«  m  ^^^11  a^  lis 

*  ^rtdathtt,  I  cwild  fiotbtit  o*m,  in  fnj  own  miM.  Uw  rpupBi- 
'  bhmfie  pnintpd  nui  by  thr  Martiuj*  bvt^i^t  him  and  mr  T^#a 
'  Cileb'.  Iha  triiit|  Mpm  nTUvt  Maficr  of  RarentnTorNil.  BuKa 
>  f^^ncntomn^  a  Jaric<»r-ftll-tndfi«  br  irtTflrv,   ciD,   with  mulUl 

p  in  (J  n  pftldoMi,  ta&Ptn  h  \mtt^f  to  a  Tiri^ty  of  it^nH. 


MdipVAd  ituflln  id  hi*  own  per*™  toditehafw  tlipwi  nil,  ihanla 
Hnwitilg  fof  ilif^  (bfmftliti'  HTHJ  alow^n  nf  a  BcrttfnliiTBn,  %• 
lyHgr  to  Caltb  in  deiftjrit^K  thnfl^  not  in 


fiw  tli^  f  , 

., ,   .    _. .    Ln  Jf^n^t^ 

....     to  mulEifitr  fiirnierf  with  tli*  '|l*^!l*fclt>^■  «f  ttw  ntm- 

tit  taiA  Ai%r\}ArKfA  tiri  ■«<rera1  Miki  wttli  wui\i  pifimtAihliM 

^  mnA  tMiduiTT^  t1iAt  t^rttbcr  attttudttnee  thm  Tin  woi  ncitHM 

*ffi*  dlnTwr.  m  ptvilrtiTar,  irto  BiaTii»rf*.  Th*  •mip.nlihnnAh 
1  ttotrinf  t)i«^  lerm  itf  fmrffnr,  whirh  BnflirtrirvMt  fi«c  in  •Pom, 
«  liirat  BKHT  rfffimn^ly  flavouT¥tl,  aiwl  ttif  frnitrTotrtrpilfP  •■nd  rlla 
«  i»Qm»cit(^  fw.  1  ri^mfH  n  Broil whrfUm,  tn  rh*  ktt<rr.    Tticre  Wkf 

•  «mn  II  m tit  triat  ftfldtfftff  fen  th*  hn«vTie,  f«t  Mt^ViitvTrdnAlM 
'  wtofQCaifi  aU  tlie  ji.iif>i,  aihd,  at  the  Mime  baw,  fcndoferf  •too 

•  (hMSAftily  tiTTrirr.  Hint  noihirtjt  coold  be  iticFrt  ddicate.  !*• 
,#Nff|t.  wttli  ■TioinfiTsirrall  di»h  ur  Imw,  *•«  ^qtudtr  v^U  i^ 
■  TMfw.  flut  v^hqt  The  «iTd  trK^tiv  d'linlai  T«tii#d  tiina^f  sriM 
f  «iio«nei)iinf  nperb,  rmilinf  wJtTi  kI  f-nativ  Tact  for  .^  and  in  ito- 

|OT«w<it  or  my  lurprH?,  af  m  p!xt?4^d  it  c!f>  llifif  tnhle,  wiJi  it 

•  vhtaemo  eaietii'^  of  apmt^,  rri:*!  rniAithcd  ini»  n  itnirnfm  tii^ 
.  Ihco  fur  t>7  cmr  n n rnnutfittatm  eiwkf  wpmi  jrour  fSd«*  iff  the  i^Nl- 

•  Itr,  bu[  iwHCinir  (nwi  Mllv,  anddectitifuviniu  rM«i,fTT^rwh*h 
.  v*?pt  a  ruittim  ftta«,  pnmxyd  byi  imck  n^  houivd*  in  flill  d^. 
<  MM  a  |}{ibk  ft(*ld  of  lionttiien  WTlh  bnfle  Imnw,  and  whips  liMid 

d  brEitdtahMl  ^ftw  tfi*  irwiinf  r  i>f  hmadiMrtifdlM 

tt^ntMnnn,  tift4  slat,  ^rm^t  nil  ttry  artifirinMr  rut  ^HA 

pd  bpTHtiJ.     Rninyini  (lit  |^rai«ei  wltif^h  1  ftiUfd  nott* 

on  thu  chff^awT^,  thir  oJd  niFin  BrknowlrdiM  it  Hm 

-  «d4<t  tho  twMf  r>4rt  of  t^n  dii>ii  tn  hrinp  it  t«  fi^rfeetiiMi  i  sM 

mld<^,  fivliif  honour  wN-ir  tion<>ur  wai  due  that  tn  idAa  M 

^  btiHtant  wAii  ikiI  M^tiwlr  his  own,  tput  that  Moftiltar  hinJMr 

bid  taken  the  rmaUk  to  at?  him  frrtrnt  titutita  hhila,  tibi 

I  ev»ti  t;ti«ii!rimid«l  to  «Ai«t  in  the  iwK«tltNi  at  worm  of  ttie 

m4wt  tapi  i«1  fit ur«iL   The  M  Arqult  ttfuflied  « little  at  ih  ia  vel  i{^ 

.  whli ■     '  - 


i$£^' 


■nil  ■iii»l|<ni  iil^l^iBiilp^ 


pltninc  tniii«  villi  «n  air  vf  | 
jflitiMkWhMilJiavel 


the  Catholic  dergy,  whethm*  they  an  well-iafti^pied  or  aflhih 
^M«.    ttmaAwiaiiailhiBtiAMiaMllwtotfMfnilUjte 
It  af  «  «M  HiMnF  in  tiM  C"  " 


hippy  to  tliOTrtlia  Wolca>"  ba>aai<, ''fail  tiwywi  ia  aaafca 
wUd  oaodidav,  MdtaaMatlad,  thai  1  an  lAia^  t»  cbMm 
mtoaayaMk"  ^ 

nitMd  tiM  tiaal  Boflith  Biblianaaiaa,  Da  Mdia,  too» 
1  yoar  iBarioiinllM,  nd  yioa  know  Ihw  hicMr  kaopikair 


"  WhMMahd  r  do,  107  4Hr  A*Dar*^aM  *a  i 

'|aod  Doctor  had  lioavd  Man  aiacpMaiM  vai —  — ^- 

raamttiliaf  what  arai  Mto  a  IMrarr-lMliad  aiMiaM«  ^taair 
<n  tkawato^a  bakm,  docenaiaad  la  owry  tm  «Mat  ar  tfaii- 
darMM%»iibL  I«i«a  Inhnl  af  «iii  iakh«  «ha  aJataia of  ttt 
tonal,  ia  torrior  i»  pwiViia  waltarlMi^OTa.  Y««  woay  an 
oairr  hai  laafaAiea  a  iMpoaMMa  4iviaa,  Uiaach  at  aaiAv 
abaiteh,  tannh  AiadtoTioiVcratioaV  laaaMnDthnaa- 
fwaiadltia  oaaMfaaoa.*' 

*«Bat  yoa  know,  haaliM,  M(teti«v  la  Mamaia,"  aaMlHrf 
Iha  CNn<.*' that  Dr.  MMIa  iiaaaa  Mtth  frianra^  act  Ika  dil» 
4atiota  your  fibiary  hm4  taatdoad.  iliat  ha  a«aiaa«y  aaaiii  At 
l»o«aia  afalur  akmreh,  06  much  did  iM  loaf  «a  >r 
ttama  at  iha  li«adi  of  the  pvpanatort.*' 

"  nia  ftaanMiMit  was  4a  piavartiaa  to  MadiaippaiaaBM^  I 


.  Mrh  h«irrtehtprolnftil]rtuT«irii^ad  to  tuiipT'ttfl, 
'  bat  kdinowlpdged  h«  had  wiihed  Id  lanirlaB  rMwitti  a,  »e4Ba 
ftoni  tlw  itoputar  ponn  of  mr  rotintir,  Mtlaidi  Laic.  I  «wwen»d, 
lluit  H>  rrd#Ddid  q.  rfirtrto  (puch  mcrrerHtfntilvdl  n  inland  FhB#N 
^r  Lovtn  QuAt<3r¥i^  than  f?f  a  poor  K'mt  of  fjeotlnnil.  B-trd  tHat 
<  ¥tmpiffmfrz  wb<  raiher  like  fNMitalhbktu  tNun  thf  wildi  DfCkl- 
limifar.  \U^  btiwH  etmdottily  ifi  aniww  t*  ihii  complimnat 
ani  acknowl4<dtdd  ui*t  racolfecHont  pT  the  coimrme  of  thn  Md 
FtMeti  Cijiart.  when  in  tt«  iplerfd^fiif.  mnjlnt  hme  mi*tpH  hli  itia* 
^Mtion^nnd  »a  f)i«  ?jOrmirjnitftFn  ruv^d  on  to  other  niarttn. 
QPt  wm(ip]i<iniiiU}— thactiefliae|.  the  frailty  Ibe  talad,  tie 


kMlf  «  fbolMi  aieakiMa»-4Mt,  aflar  «R, 

(O/fMidetriatlii^^ 
MdlMdotSaofho^tlt 


tte  Jill<rioat'<r»He  wjaa,.««flfe  in  tlMir 
Bd  fhk  ct>od  Miaqtii,  with  aa  air  of 
«4.  thafhte  v^^  Aid  •iooere>  hoaMf* 
aU/'  be  Mid,  •*  ind  yft  it  ia  Mt  aoo- 


f^&£ 


tWtf^joiea 

.  ajtgBfff  a  eon  of  hoyita- 

IfrhiliL  'BeBff^  dM,  It  iiBotflDvial|r 


aappoM,**  Mid  oar  eatartaimr. 

*«irol  ao/*  Mid  Iha  €ur« ;  •*fbr  1m  ute  ao  aal 
««lwof  aW  taamiiM, ttiat I  am  oaawrinead  aathiaf  tatyr 
Boaitha  te^aeai  to  Hie  caanrary  pwMatad  ttia  ChiMaa  ctE&m- 
beaoocapyiaff  at  tetat  tweaty  aa|M  fa  tiMt  aoirMiid  voA  af 
-whleh  he  aentM  a  copy,  and  which  ariN  iiaaoia  a  iMfiny  wa 
■riMMit  oThia  SMl  aad  arwNiien.*' 

"Dr.  DIbdin  ia ettradM^ poHta,*'  aaid  Iha  MaM^r  ■'Md. 
whio wahava hadoorcodfco  hoieitcoawa  W9wm§ou^t 
tanai:  andlhofia,  M  MoMiaar  hM  aot  duouiwi  my  ft  ai  mm, 
m  ha  wiN  pardoa  the  alate  of  My  caaHiaad  lifcnir.  «Wa  1  Ml 
be  aqaaHr  hapiiy  If  It  can  aflbid  aay  thiaa  whiA  cm  cm  bin 
aaiMoMent  Indeed,**  he  added,  "  warn  it  otharaniM  vaa,M7 
food  ftther,  have  oi«ry  right  over  baoka,  arllicl^  ailhaaLfMf 
Mdarvanlfon,  troald  navar  have  ratomed  M  tha  awaar.** 

Althoagh  thiaadditioaal  aet  of  ooaiMsy  wm  uideatfi  m&m- 
ad  by  the  imporhMity  of  ttia  €ar6  ftom  hia  rthwMat  ftiaai 
arhoM  daaira  to  eoaeaal  IhaiMkadneM  of  tha  lotd,  aid  ihaM 
tantof  hialoaaM,«aeBiedalvaMtoahPtt«lawi«li  hiadiMM 
tiaa  to  be  ohHfinf ,  I  caaM  not  help  aeeapCiaf  aa  ei0Br.  vMi 

. •■    •» ^apalohata  wftMad.    BMte 

each  rarioaityaa  had  gmaa 

oar  biblionianiacal  Mend  the  deaha  of  leadinf  tha  IhfloiahM 
la  an  aeMlada— it  would  have  bean  a  deaparaMaet  of  aelfdMU 
10  have  daellnad  an  apportnnity  of  aeeinf  it  La  Jcmmi 
breuftit  eiiRw.  aaeh  aa  i  " 

Mlvar,  covered  ^  "^ 
and  eikaiti'aq^  (\ 

— •-•-• —     oarf .  . 

Into  a  Tery  *aiia  and  waW-arayartioaad  i 
bataawaMaa 


>  pAmtfa  tmnndno  liv^  ao  t^ry  redred,  and 

rhoBpHility.    It  ii  trae,  that  tea  maay  of  oa 

UNMder  akout  the  baUa  of  oaf  IklheM,  father  like  dtoeta  of 
''fJMir  deceaaed  proirietofB.  thaa  Ifke  tiTlhr  men  laatoMd  M  their 
9wnt'  peaMiflioni— yet  It  la  rath^  oa  year  aeeoaM,  than  to  apare 
^wrM^  Ibdtefi^fhtt  *we  da  oat  caWinate  the aoeiety  of  oor 
^Artttn  viaiteia.  we  hki^  afn  idaa ibat  yoar  opatent  natlaa  ia 
MOtiealaHy  attached  to/atA,  and  to  fiwidirMra— to  yoar  eaM 
laad  eoSoyment  of  eteiy  kind  rind  iha  laeana  of  eatertaiameiit 


'IMl  to  tte  ate,  Ih  moat  «aaM,  ao  Umitad,  that  %re  Ibel  oaM 
IbtlMy  pradodMl  fttmt  aoch  ei^nM  and  oatenlation.  ffo 
<«riinM  to  aMr  Ma  beat  where  he  hu  leaaon  to  Oiihk  it 


'  Wa . -  --- 

dve  pleaaure ;  aad  aa  aMny  of  yea  pabllah  row  kianuflt, 
„-_Jear  le  Maratiia  would  not  probably  be  nraeh  gtacMM.  by 
^MHBf  nie  poor  dinher  ^hich  he  wM  able  to  ^iMeat  to  MHord 


"Anflwia  patii0on  permaiietit  lacord. 
[  tetenapleri  the  Marmia.  that - 


l^i^aniertainineat  pnblMhed,  it  woijd  be  onlfia  order  to^ra- 
'^awtajthe  roeniory  of  the  ifery  beat  dinner  1  "    ^ 


. ,  rhadeateain 

imylllb.  He  bowed  hi  retvm.  and  praaihned  **  thai  I  either  dif* 
•mtMl  mocSi  from  the  nalioDal  tatte,  or  the  ieeoonhi  of  it  were 

'  jMMly  eiaffBiated.  He  wm  panioaSaily  oMifed  to  am  for 
'milwingVi^  value  of  flae  ppaaesaioaa  which  remained  to  hhn. 
"The  ttaSrM," he  aaid.  "had  no  doubt  Mnri^ad  the  aomptaboa 

*' dt  Btti^ied  la diaewheia.    etottoa,  atcttiM.  euriooii  eOnaenrato- 

S  of  exotica,  temple  and  tower,  had  fone  to  the  fraand ;  but 
^iaeytrd,  tha/Maftr,  the  orchard,  the  aMac  atill  exiated ; 
aoce  niore  he  expreaamd  hnaaalf  happy  to  And,  that  their 
aMBbined  uioductiona  could  make  what  even  a  Briton  accepted 
-^gytdlet&le  meal.    I  yiAj  hope,**  ha  coathiaed.  '^that  you 
"^HMbdkvtaMHaa  yoar  tfampiiuiaataaraanneva,  ay  aeaeptinf  the 

^VMBBaMwnrpmnBvwanDf  yoMaHf  mm 


entertain* 


apolofiaa 


aaykMi 
a^lB- 


^         ,    *fM  4 

tiner  ahould  feel  himMlf  called  upon  t 
pietoTM  and  torn  tapeahy ;  and,  «« 

JCMB  that  had  yMdadTta  one  ar  tw( 

boiateraaablaat 

/'WebavaeontriredtoHakethatanat  • . 

bital»le,"Mid  the  Mamabi.  aa  ha  nwred  haaUly  chrovgh  ttn 
chamber  of  daaohition.  *'TMa.'*  ha  aaid.  **  waa  tha  aieaare 
fallaiTfnlbnMrtlaiaa,  mid  ia  tha  bondatr  bayoad,  whMh  wa 
now  occupy  aa  a  book-clowt,  were  preaerred  aoma  uMiaM  aa* 
Maat  pahitfma.  %rhoNMMll  ilaa  vaqaiiad  HM  ftay  IbaaM  la 
Tiawed  cDaMly.*' 

Aa  he  apoka,  ha  held  aaide  a  portion  oT  the  tapMhj  thflM 
weBtioaad,  and  we  eatoiad  tha  raoMof  whiali  ha  apakai 

It  waa  octtnfular,  corraapondinf  to  the  external  ahayaaffha 

^^* '^'  "~^"     ft  aceapied.  AmrafflMaldMr    *"' 


Mblaia 


the  hiatM  of  the  aettijif  aaa.  rtiewhif  a  brilHaBt  a 
ralifloua  eMMema  and  armorial  beariafa,  which  R 

poaaiMe  to  look  at  with  an  andaarfed  eye;  bat  t 

Wiadowa,  tVom  which  Ihe  aonbeama  had  aaaaed  awny,  eoaM  fee 
ctoMly  axamined,  and  plainly  showed  Ihat  tha  tetucao  w«a 
llaaeii  wHh  atahuNl  gtaM,  which  did  hot  baieiM  to  ibcM  arfgi- 
ndlly,  bat,  M  I  aftavwanla  learned,  to  tha  prolhaad  aad  dSM- 
crated  chapel  of  the  Caatle.  It  had  been  tha  amiiacauwit  af  Aa 
MarqaiSf  mr  mmmI  BMOtha,  to  mcaoaipliali  thia  rVbdaaM*. 
with  the  oMittance  of  the  Curate  and  the  all-capable  La  Jaa- 
neaH  i  and  fhouirh  they  had  only  patched  toaetlirt  fraaMaam. 
which  were  in  many  placM  very  mhrate,  yet  the  atasaea  ftaiK 
tin  examined  very  doaely,  and  with  the  eye  of  aa  aiiliiiaail 
pradaced.  on  the  whole,  a  very  pleaaina  cflbet 

The  eid<M  af  the  apartment,  not  o<rcnplad  by  tha  lattieea.  «Mr 
(fMifi  thaiiMt  fbrttMMiBU  dnor)  mied«»  witfi  fMMMad 
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rtwtTM,  aoRie  of  wahiat-trM,  earioMfr  ctnrod,  wad  broufht  to 
ft  dark  colour  br  time,  near)  j  retemblinr  Uuit  of  a  ripe  elie«tnut, 
•Btl  iMitly  of  ^sommon/deftl,  employed  to  repair  and  Mppif  the 
defleicnMH  oecationed  by  violence  and  devastation.  On  tbeae 
aKeivtet  were  depoiitod  tlie  wredia,  or  rather  tlie  precious  re- 
liok  of  a  moflt<«plendid  libmry. 

The  Marquis's  fkthir  had  bt(*n  n  iniin  of  larornmnnri,  onrl  his 
|ErandfaUioPwas famov,  even  in  iJie  C^jun  or  L>m\§  XIV.,  wiiere 
litoratMre  was  in  some  deffec  c\tT^!*\>ip.rt^ii  ^  ihe  rnntniHi,  f^r  Uie 
•xtent  of  his  acquirements.  'LJti^K.-^  Lwta  iirmprLt'turi,  apulantin 
tlieir  Ibrtunee,  and  liberal  in  ttiu  mdulgcnnj  &r  ihctr  luto,  liad 
nude  sttcli  additions  to  a  cunuLui  oN  Q(>tliic  libnur,  whtch  ^lad 
rfaacended  from  their  ancestur^  lUai  them  w<^r«  Tew  r£nii^r(i<»ns 
In  Prance  which  could  be  com  i  mu^  to  il  i^l  o  r  Huut]  j^:-  u  V  \  lad 
iMen  completely  dispersed,  in  fHigincquenre  aT  on  ill-ju^  at- 
Imnptof  tlie  proaent  Marquis,  m  Hip,  iq  dplbisd  tii'  '  -  lao 
•gaiqat  a  revolutionary  mob.  l.uckUr,  Uta  CutK,  whn^  .,  tiia 
onaritable  and  moderate  oorxlu^^c,  an  J  hi#  evtui^lieaJ  urtuss, 
poeeessed  much  interest  van'-^v  the  rr^iirhbounTiff  peananiry, 
orevailed  on  many  of  them  to  bur.  far  Uh;  ivity  turn  of  a  few 
KMis,  and  sometimes  at  the  vul^^r  ni[^.^  of  n  f;Eiiti  uf  hrantiy,  vo- 
lumes wtiieh  had  cost  iarge  ^unn.  but  whicK  wr-n?  [zarrhed  off 
IB  mere  spite  by  the  mfllaas  ^^  iui  yulingpti  iii^  Cti^xle.  He  Inm- 
•elf  also  had  purebased  as  many  oi  Um  books  at  his  fuiuld  mMd 
posaibly  reach,  and  to  his  cave  it  was  owing  that  they  were  re- 
•torad  to  tlie  turret  in  which  I  fovnd  them.  It  was  no  wonder, 
tbcrefore,  tliat  tlie  rood  Cur€  had  some  pride  and  pleasure  in 
■howinr  the  collection  to  strancers. 

tn  spito  of  odd  voittmes,'imi<erfoetiens,  and  all  the  other  mor 
HflcatiOM  which  an  aaMteur  encounters  in  lookiat  through  an 
tfl  kopt  libiarir,  there  were  auy  anideaia  that  of  HauiUeu. 


en  Ion  rated,  as  Ba^es  lays^  ''to  alArate  ind  iorpriie''  the  BiKk- 
OEnaiiiAc,    TiiCTO  weT«, 

'*  Tlie  hiiaJI  fvc  rDkrn*H  duk  vith  Umbh'il  fM-** 
a'  Hf.  F(^m(!!r  r»lins[y  iings— curxitii  unt]  hd^iFy  ptinled  mi» 
•  ih.  mQHiuicripti  or  1390^  i;}2j:),  and  even  earJi«r.  and  works  in 
Gnihic  typcKprinied  in  the  tirtefmih  and  piniKntk  eoafurifie. 
Bill  at  tluiM}  I  I  El  tend  to  1^1  vn  n  more  du  in  tied  tcc^^nt,  *hou1d 
tite  Man^ui«  grant  liia  [wirrniidLOQ. 

In  Hie  nM!anliin«,  ii  itiullicientto  uy,  that,  dctlrhted  viUitha 
day  )  ItQil  Client  nE  iiauLiieu,  [  frerjuenlly  tt-p«iti>Jmf  \'i#it,  stid 
tliai  tin  krjf  of  the  uoartgudnr  tnwdr  wa<  aEwafj  nt  mj  com- 
irmnd^  in  t^ioid  liiHin  I  hticatnH  dt<«pl]r  f*nnnioun>d  at  m  part  of 
ff<>•^^ch  li!.>tory,  whl<^h,  alllioufit  ing«t  imporUnt  lo  llial  of  Eii- 
r  :  f!  ai  Eaifc,  an^l  illiiii.irated  by  ui  iniEniUiblu  ii1d  htitoriad.  1 
b  jiE  newT  iun^nipniir  ^cudi^cl.  Ai  th«  unvR  tuno^  to  ^iil> 
tin-  feelings  or  ntf  d^r^jnl  lent  hoiL  1  oc<^Mpjcd  rnfe^tr  ur,caiiiioa.lly 
VL-itri  flome  rsmilv  mismoriaLfi,  wrn^^h  had  forttin&tely  b^Cn  pt*^ 
apHred,  aiiil  wliLcli  contained  •oma  eur.nui  porlleuUiFi  nnpAcl- 
in^  Uw  cuTinotEHisn  wiU>  Sciiti^nd.  wIiicEl  ir«t  tcHuid  ib«  r 
in  titfi  ej^eA  of  the  Matquli  de  Hauiiieu. 


I  pondered  on  tJiese  thinfi,  laorff  fwe,  urtiil  mr  rettirn  to  »n- 
tarn,  to  beef  Eind  sea  citiaJ,  fire*,  a.  clisnte  of  rtfiidtnre  whieEi 
ttiok  FlJice  finfe  I  drew  tip  tlT««  Galtic  rammiieenori.  ,  At 
IcitiKLh,  ihu  n?*uU  rjf  my  m^ditfttirin*  rnflk  tlie  form  of  whidt 
my  rtadurri,  if  n%tt  itartL^d  by  thii  prnfoi'TK^  will  prtwrnUy  be  ea> 
ablsd  10  jLid^.  ShniiJd  tbe  Pub  he  recun'e  it  v-iili  f^voiiii  I 
Bbdil  not  refret  bavinf  been  for  ■  iliuft  time  m  4^  Nan  tee. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


THB  COMTlLArr. 


Look  bora  vpon  this  pletvre,  n4  on  tlib, 

TM  oonoMfeit  pwBtmoot  of  two  brottien.*-li;Miiftt 

Ths  latter  pnrt  of  the  fifteenth  century  prepared  a 
imin  of  Ainire  events,  that  ended  by  raisinfr  France 

0  that  state  of  formidable  power»  which  has  ever 
jnpe  been,  from  time  to  time,  the  principal  object  of 
Balousy  to  the  other  European  nations.  Before  that 
enod,  she  had  to  struggle  for  her  ver^  existence  with 

rhile  me  utmost  exertions  of  her  King,  and  tiM  gal* 
intrv  of  her  people,  could  scarcely  protect  the  re- 
lainder  from  a  foreign  yoke.  Nor  was  this  her  sole 
linger.  The  princes  who  possessed  the  grand  fiefs 
r  tJie  crown,  and,  in  particular,  the  Dukes  of  Bnr- 
andy  and  Bretagne,  had  come  to  wear  their  feudal 
onds  so  lightly,  that  they  had  no  scruple  in  lifting 
ie  standard  against  their  liege  and  sovereign  lora, 
lie  King  of  France,  on  the  slightest  pretenice.  When 
t  peace,  they  reigned  as  absoluti;  princes  in  their  own 
rovmces;  and  the  House  of  Bursftmdy,  possessed  of 
le  district  so  called,  together  with  the  fairest  and 
chest  part  of  Flanders,  was  itself  so  wealthy,  and 
»  powerful,  as  to  yield  nothing  to  the  crown,  either 

1  splendour  or  in  strength. 

In  imitarion  of  the  grand  frudatories^  each  inferior 
•08al  of  the  crown  assumed  as  much  mdependenoe 
B  his  distance  from  the  soverdgn  power,  the  exc«it 
f  his  fief,  or  the  strength  of  his  chateau,  enabled  him 
9  maintain ;  and  these  petty  tyrants,  no  longer  ame- 
•ble  to  the  exercise  of  toe  law,  perpetrated  with  im- 
onity  the  wildest  excesses  ot  fiintastic  opprsssion 
nd  cruelty.  In  Auvergne  aIon&  a  report  was  made 
r  more  than  three  hundred  of  these  independent 
obles,  to  whom  incest,  murder,  and  rapine,  were 
le  most  ordinary  and  familiar  actbns. 
Besides  these  evil&  another,  springing  out  of  the 
iiK'Oontinued  wars  betwixt  the  French  and  English, 
Ided  no  smaU  misery  to  this  distracted  kinmom. 
umerotts  bodies  of  soldieri,  collected  into  bands, 
[ider  officers  chosen  by  themselves,  from  among 
la  bravest  and  most  successful  adventbrers,  had 
len  formed  in  various  paru  of  Prance  out  of  the  re- 
106  of  all  other  countnes.  These  hireling  combat- 
Bts  sold  their  swords  for  a  time  to  the  best  bidder ; 
id,  when  such  service  was  not  to  be  had,  they  made 
*ttr  on  their  own  account,  seizing  castles  and  towers, 
bich  they  used  as  the  places  of  their  retreat,->-ma- 
ng  prisoners,  and  ransoming  them,— exacting  tri- 
(te  from  the  open  villages,  and  the  country  around 
^m,— and  acquiring,  by  every  species  of  rapine,  the 
propriate  epithets  of  Tonaeun  and  £aorcft«ifri, 
feiC  18^  Clipper*  and  Playert. 
In  tue  midst  of  the  horrors  and  miseries  arismg 
^m  so  distracted  a  state  of  public  affairs,  reckless 
id  profuse  expense  distinguished  the  courts  of  the 
Mer  nobles,  as  well  as  of  the  superior  princes;  and 
sir  dependants,  in  imitation,  expended  in  rude,  but 
agnificent  display,  the  wealth  which  they  extorted 
Nn  the  people.  A  tone  of  romantic  and  chivalrous 
ilantry  (whicti,  However,  was  often  disgraced  by 
(bounded  license)  characterised  the  intercourse  be- 
reen  the  sexes;  and  the  language  of  knight»errantry 
as  yet  used,  and  its  observances  followed,  though 
B  pars  spint  of^  honourable  love,  and  benevolent 
icsrprise,  which  it  inculcates,  had  ceased  to  qualify 
td  stone  for  its  extravagances.  The  jousts  and 
urnsments,  the  entertainments*  and  revels,  which 
ch  petty  court  displayed,  invited  to  France  every 
■ndering  adventurer:  ana  it  was  seldom  that,  when 
TiTsd  there,  he  failed  to  employ  his  rash  oourags. 


and  headlong  spirit  of  enteiprise,  in  actions  for  whidi 
his  happier  native  country  afTorded  no  free  stage. 

At  this  period,  and  as  if^to  save  this  fair  realm  from 
the  various  woes  with  which  it  was  menaced,  ths 
(ottering  throne  v^as  ascended  by  IjOoIs  XL,  whose 
character,  eviflb  it- was  in  itself^  met,  combated,  aaa 
in  a  great  d^r^  neutraKzed,  the,  mischiefe  or  tha 
time— as  poisons  of  ,<appo8ing<|uaJities  are  said,  in  an- 
cient books  of  medicine^  to  nave  the  power  or  coun* 
tersctmg  each  other. 

Brave  enough  for  every  useful  and  political  puipose, 
Louis  had  not  a  spark  of  that  romantic  valour,  or  or 
the  pride  generally  associated  with  it,  which  foufl^t 
on  for  the  point  of^  honour,  when  the  point  of  utinty 
had  been  long  gained.  CaJm.  crafty,  and  profoundly 
attentive  to  his  own  interest,  he  made  every  sacrificSi 
both  of  pride  and  pessbn,  which  could  interfere  with 
it.  He  was  careful  in  disguising  his  real  sentiments 
and  purposes  from  all  who  approached  him,  and  fl«> 
quently  used  the  expressioBS,  "  that  the  king  knew 
not  how  to  reign,  who  knew  not  how  to  dissemble; 
and  that,  for  htmselfl  if  he  thought  his  very  cap  knew 
his  secrets,  he  would  throw  it  into  the  fire."  No  man 
of  his  own,  or  of  any  other  tima  better  nnderetood 
how  to  avail  himself  of  the  firailUes  of  others,  and 
when  to  avokl  giving  any  advantage  by  the  unomely 
indulgence  of  his  own. 

He  was  by  nature  vindictive  and  cruel,  even  to  the 
extent  of  finding  pleasure  in  the  frequent  executkms 
whish  he  commanded.  But.  as  no  touch  of  mercy 
ever  induced  him  to  spare,  when  be  could  with  safety 
condemn,  so  no  sentiment  4>f  vengeance  ever  stimu* 
lated  him  to  a  premature  violenet.'  He  seldom  sprunc 
on  his  prey  till  it  was  feirly  within  his  grasp,  and  tin 
all  hope  of  rescue  was  vain ;  and  his  movement*  were 
so  studiously  disguised,  that  his  success  was  generally 
what  fint  annooneed  to  ths  world  the  object  hs  had 
been  mancsuvring  to  attain. 

In  like  manner,  the  avarice  of  Louis  gave  way  ts 
apparent  profusion,,  when  it  was  necessary  to  bribe 
-the  favounte  or  minister  of  a  rival  prince  for  averting 
any  impending  attack^  or  to  break  up  any  alliance 
confederated  against  him.  He  was  fond  of  license  and 
pleasure ;  but  neither  beauty  nor  the  chase,  though 
both  were  ruling  passions,  ever  withdrew  him  from 
the  most  rmlar  attendance  to  public  business  and 
the  affairs  of  his  kingdom.  His  Knowled|i;B  of  mnn- 
kind  was  profoomi^  and  he  had  sought  it  m  ibe  pri- 
vate walks  of  lif&  in  which  he  often  personally  min- 
gled ;  and,  though  naturally  proud  and  haughty,  he 
hesitated  not,,  with  an  inattention  to  the  arbitrary  di- 
visions of  society  which  was  then  thought  something 
portentously  unnsturnl,  to  raise  from  the  lowest  rank 
men  whom  he  employed  on  the  most  important  du- 
ties^ and  knew  so  well  how  to  choose  them,  that  hs 
was  rarely  disappointed  in  their  quahties. 

Yet  there  were  oontradictbns  m  the  character  of 
this  artful  and  able  monarch}  for  human  nature  is 
rarely  uniform.  Himself  the  most  false  and  insincere 
of  mankind,  some  of  the  greatest  errora  of  his  life 
arose  from  too  rash  a  confidence  in  the  honour  and 
integrity  of  othera.  When  these  errora  took  place, 
they  seem  to  have  arisen  from  an  over-refined  system 
of  policy,  which  induced  Louis  to  assume  the  appear* 
ance  of  undoubting  confidence  in  those  whom  it  was 
his  object  to  overreach ;  for,  in  his  general  conduct, 
he  was  as  jealous  and  suspicious  as  any  tyrant  who 
ever  broathed. 

Two  other  points  may  be  noticed  to  complete  tha 
sketch  of  this  formidable  character,  by  which  he  rose 
among  the  rude  chivalrous  sovereigns  of  the  period 
to  the  rank  of  a  keeper  among  wild  beasts,  who,  by 
superior  wisdom  and  policy,  by  distribution  of  food, 
and  some  discipline  by  blows,  comes  finally  Co  prs- 
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dominate  over  those,  who,  if  nnsuMected  by  his  •rts, 
would  by  main  strenfirth  have  torn  oiin  to  pieces.  , 

The  first  of  these  attributes  was  Louis's  excessive 
anperstition,  a  plague  with  which  Heaven  often  af- 
flicts those  who  itfuse  to  listen  to  the  dictates  of  re> 
ligidn.  The  remorse  arising  from  his  evil  actions, 
Louis  never  endeavoured  to  appease  by  any  relaxa- 
tion in  his  Machiavellian  stratagems,  but  laboured,  in 
vain,  to  soothe  and  silence  thai  painful  feeling  by  su- 
perstitious observances,  severe  penance,  and  profuse 
lOfts  to  the  ecclesiastics.  The  second  property,  with 
which  the  first. is  sometimes  found  strangely  united, 
was  a  disposition  to  low  pleasures  and  obscure  de- 
iMHicfaery.  The  wisest,  or  at  least  the  most  craftv 
•fwerrign  of  his  time^  he  was  fond  of  low  life,  anOi 
being  himself  a  man  of  wit,  rajoy^ed  ||k  jests  and  re- 
iMBtees  of  social  conversation  more  fnan  could  have 
Men  expected  from  other  points  of  his  character.  He 
^en  mingled  in  the  oooiic  adventures  of  obscure  in- 
trigue, with  a  freedom  little  consistent  with  thei  ha- 
bitual and  guarded  jealousy  of  his  character;  and  he 
'was  so  fond  of  this  species  of  bumble  gallantry,  that 
h«  caused  a  number  of  its  gay  and  licentious  anec- 
dotes to  be  enrolled  m  a  collection  well  known  to 
book-ooUectors.  in  whose  e3fes  (^and  the  work  is  unfit 
fM  any  other)  the  right  edition  is  very  precious.* 

By  means  of  this  monarch's  powerlul  and  prudent, 
though  most  un amiable  character,  it  pleased  Heaven, 
who  works  by  the  tempest  as  well  as  by  the  soft 
wnall  raiiL  to  restore  to  the  great  French  nation  the 
benefits  oc  civil  government,  which,  at  the  time  of  his 
aoeessioo,  they  had  nearly  lost 

Ere  he  succeeded  to  the  crown.  Louis  had  given  evi- 
dence of  his  vices  rather  than  of  his  taleota  His  first 
wife,  Margaret  of  Scotland,  was  '*  done  to  desth  by 
slanderous  tongues"  in  her  husband's  Court,  where, 
but  for  the  encouragement  of  Louis  himseti;  not  a 
wopd  wonki  have  been  breathed  agaist  that  amiable 
and  injured  princess.  He  had  been  an  ungrateful 
and  a  rebellious  son,  st  one  time  conspiring  to  seize 
his  father's  person,  and  at  another,  levying  open  war 
agamst  him.  For  the  fi|^  ofienoa»  he  was  banished 
to  his  appanage  of  Dauphme,  which  he  governed  with 
much  sagacity— <for  the  second,  he  was  driven  into 
absolute  exile,  and  forced  to  throw  himself  on  the 
mercy,  and  almost  on  the  charity,  of  the  Duke  of 
Burgundv  and  hw  son.  where  be  enjoyed  hospitality, 
afterwards  indifferently  requited,  unul  the  death  el 
his  father  in  1461. 

In  the  verv  outset  of  his  reign,  Louis  was  almoat 
<yverpowered  by  «  league  formed  egsiiist  him  by  the 
great  vassals  of  France,  with  the  Duke  of  Burgundy, 
or  rather  his  son,  the  Count  de  Charalois,  at  its 
head.  They  levied  a  powerful  army,  blockaded  Pa- 
ris, fottglit  a  battle  of  doubtful  issue  under  its  veiy 
walls,  and  placed  the  French  monarchy  on  the  brink 
of  actual  destruction.  It  usually  happens  in  such 
ca^s,  that  the  more  sagacious  general  of  the  two 

Sins  the  real  fruit,  though  perhaps  not  the  martial 
ne  of  the  disputed  field.  Louis,  who  had  shown 
creai  personal  bravery  during  the  battle  of  Mont- 
rhery,  was  able,  by  his  pruoenoe,  to  avail  himself 
of  its  undecided  character,  as  if  it  bad  been  o  victory 
on  his  side.  He  temporized  until  the  enemy  had 
broken  up  their  leaguer,  and  showed  so  mueh  dex^ 
tenty  in  sowing  jealousies  among  those  great  pow- 
ers, that  their  aUiance  "  for  the  public  weal,"  as 
they  termed  it,  but,  ia  reaUty,  for  the  overthrow  of 
all  but  the  external  appearance  of  the  French  mo- 
narchy, dissolved  itselfl  and  wns  never  again  renewed 
ma  manner  so  formidable*  From  this  period,  Louis, 
raieved  of  all  danger  from  England,  by  the  Civil 
Wars  of  York  and  Lancaster,  was  engaged  for 
several  years,  like  an  unfeeling  but  able  physician, 
in  cunng,  the  wounds  of  the  body  j)olitic,  or  rather 
«n  stoppmg,  now  by  gentle  remedios,  now  by  the 
use  Of  fire  and  steel,  the  progress  of  those  mortal 
gangrenes  with  which  it  was  then  infected.  The 
oriffondagc  of  the  Free  Companies,  and  the  un- 
•Thia  AfMtf  prltiuxpt,  which,  when  in  ccMtd  firannration,  !■ 
niMch  Mmvhl  after  br  en«noiaM«r«,  v,  eatitlod,  iM  Cent  Nou- 
fxttes  SouveUes,  eontenant  Ctni  Histoir-a  Stteeeavx,  qvisontmeuU 
flatMM  a  racsiuer  en  totuei  honnu  ccjipe-gnfea  par  manUrt  de  jo- 
TCMRM     Peris,  Antviiu  Verard.    Bant  iaU  d'awwe  f*mpn»- 
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punished  oppressions  of  the  nobSty,  he  UboBiii  % 
lessen,  since  he  could  not  actually  stop  theejM 
by  dint  of  unrdaxed  attention,  be  eradaally  pad 
some  .addition  to  his  own  regal  authority,  orfMi 
some  diminuion  of  thooe  by  wbom  it  was  coeai' 
balanced. 

Still  the  iCing  of  France  was  sorroanded  by  dnk 
and  dinger.  The  members  of  the  league  "  ft  ii 
public  weal,^  Ihou^  not  in  unison,  woe  m  ezisiQa 
and,  like  a  scotched  snaka  might  re-nniie  wd  b 
come  dangerous  again.  Hot  a  won 
the  increasing  power  of  the  Duke  of  I 
one  of  the  greatest  Princes  of  Enron , 
minished  m  rank  by  the  verv  slight  dependence  rfh 
duchy  upon  the  crown  of  Firanee. 

CharieK  snmamed  the  BoM.  or  rather  tfas  iak 
eious,  for  his  couraoe  was  allied  to  raabacas  aadi* 
zy,  then  wore  the  oucal  coronet  of  BuiKDody«iiii 
be  burped  to  convert  into  a  royal  and  mdqpM 
regal  erown.  The  character  of  thia  Duke  lu 
every  respect  the  direct  ooniiast  to  that  oi  lamm 

The  latter  was  calm,  deliberate,  and  cnfi;,M 
prosecuting  a  desperate  eoterpri8&  and  new^] 
donix^  one  likelv  to  be  suocoBsfiu,  bowew  ' 
the  prospect.    Thenenius  of  the  Duke  ms 
different.  ,  He  rushed  on  .danger  became  he 
and  on  difficultiea  because  he  despisHi  the 
Louis  never  sacrificed  his  interest  to  lus 
Charies,  on  the  other  hand,  nevor  sacitf _ 
sion,  or  even  his  humour,  to  any  other  niiwii 
Notwithstanding  the  near  relatioosbi»  ibil 
between  them,  and  the  suijoort  which  4m  "^ 
his  father  had  afibrded  to  Lonia  in  his 
Dauphin,  there  was  mutual  contempt  m 
twixi  them.    The  Duke  of  Burguiidy 
cautious  policy  of  the  King,  and  * ^ 


neas  of  us  courege,  that  he  sou^t 
chases,  and  other  indirei 


-jases,  and  other  indirect  meana,  thmiT 
which,  in  his  placsi  the  Duke  wouUImj 
with  an  armed  hand.  He  likewiao  \m., 
not  only  for  the  ingratitude  be  had 
former  kindnesses,  and  for  peraonal  i 
putations  whieh  the  ambassadors  of  .^^^^  ^ 
upon  him,  when  his  father  waa  yet  afiVkfM") 
and  especially,  because  of  the  support  vW|k» 
forded  in  secret  to  the  disoooteBiea  MaWft^ii 
Lieges  and  other  great  towns  m  FtaMik  W. 
turbu(ent  cities,  jealous  of  their  priyilqgw,wlpa| 
of  their  weaUh,  were  finqueotly  in  a  atals^lai^H 
tion  against  their  liege  lords,  the  Dukebefr 
and  never  foiled  to  find  underhaad  coa 
the  Court  of  Louis,  who  embiaoed  eveiy  < 
of  fomenting  disturoance  within  the  ^ — ^ 
overgrown  vassal. 

The  contempt  and  hatred  of  the  Doke  _  -._^ 
ated  by  Louis  with  eoual  eneisy,  tboof^  be  ta( 
thicker  veil  to  conceal  his  sentimeata   Ii  -atf 


possible  for  a  man  of  his  pro^nd  _ 
despise  the  stubborn  obstinacy  whtcfa 
its  purpose,  however  fatal  gefsevwancc  m 
and  the  headlong  impetuosity,  whidi  coibi 
career  without  allowing  a  moment'a  eoa 
for  the  obstacles  to  he  encounteied.    Vet 
hated  Charles  e%'en  more  than  he  ooniea 
and  his  scorn  and  hatred  were  the  more  ini 
they  were  mingled  with  fear;  for  be  kaew 
onset  of  the  mad  bull,  to  whom  he  likcDcd 
of  Burgundy,  must  ever  be  foimiddik^  " 

animal  makes  it  with  shut  eyesL    It  wai ^^. 

the  wealth  of  the  Burgundian  piovineei^  the €mm 
of  the  warlBee  inhabitants,  and  the  ntttaa  «f  | 
crowded  population,  which  the  King  diesHie^ft 
personal  qualities  of  their  leader  had  alao  ■■ 
thmi  that  was  dangerous.  Ths  very  mil  of  fan 
which  he  poshed  to  the  verge  of  rasfaneiYf 
It— profose  in  expeoditure^-ffilemM  ia  ni 
person,  and  his  retinue,  m  all  which  be<iii 
hereditary  magnificence  of  the  hoase  of 
Charles  the  Bold  drew  into  his  serrieeain 
fieiy  spirits  of  the  age  whose  tempen  ^"<^ 
and  Louis  saw  too  clearly  what  might  oa 
and  executed  bv  such  a  train  of  resMBte 
following  a  leader  of  a  character  as 
their  own. 
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IImw  Was  yet  nother  eatamtAMue  whaeh  incraas* 
li  th%  animoflity  of  Louts  towsnls  his  oTsigrowD 
r«i^al ;  he  owed  him  isTours  which  he  nerer  meant 
D  repay^  and  was  undsr.  the  fivquent  necessity  of 
emporizing  with  bim»  and  even  of  endurimc  burses 
if  Mtuiant  insMsnoe.  ii^urious  to  the  ragal  dignity, 
vi^out  being  aNe  to  treat  him  otherwise  than  as  his 
'  iair  couaia  of  Buj^mdy/' 

It  was  aboat  the  year  1416,  when  thev  fends  were- 
i  the  tagfaest,  tho«igh  a  duhions  and  hoifew  truee,  as 
rsquently  happened,  existed  for  the  time  betwixt 
hem,  that  the  present  natrative  opens.  The  nerson 
Irst  mtroduceiron  the  stage  will  be  found  indeed  to 
e  of  a  rank  and  eondilion»  the  illusiration  of  wboss 
haracier  scarcely  called  lor  a  dioseriatiott  on  the  re- 
I  tire  position  of  two  gnat  princes  ( but  the  passions 
f  dbe  great,  their  «ivto1Ai  and  tbeu*  reconcuiationiL 
avolvd  the  fortunes  of  al|  who  approach  them  i  a«d 
t  will  be  found,  pft  prtfceeding  iarther  in  onr  story, 
hat  this  pcelimioary  Chapter  is  necessary  fiat  com' 
whending  the  history  of  tlw  individiial  whose  ad< 
«atures  we  are  about  to  relate^ 


CHAPTBE  II. 

*   rwM  WANDtlUa. 

thf  (hoi  the  world  U  mr  ortUc,  which  I  with  awsfd  wiU 
opeD-iwrfwU  Hau. 

It  was  upon  a  delicious  summer  morning,  belbre 
he  suo  had  assusfied  its  scorching  power,  and  white 
he  dews  yet  cooled  and  perAimed  the  air,  tliat  a 
euth,  commg  from  the  north-eastward,  approached 
lie  ford  of  a  small  river,  or  rather  a  large  urook,  tri- 
iiUry  to  the  Cher,  near  to  the  roya)  Casue  of  Plessis- 
ss'Tours,  whose  darii  and  multiplied  battlements 
oee  in  the  background  over  the  extensive  Ibrest  with 
irhich  they  were  sarrounded.  These  "woodlands 
omprised  a  noble  chase,  or  rpyal  park,  fenced  by  an 
ncloeure,  termed,  in  the  Latm  or  the  middle  ages, 
^Hexillum^  which  gives  the  name  of  Piessis  to  so 
nany  villajges  in  France.  The  castle  and  village  of 
irhich  we  particularly  speak,  was  called  Pleasis-les* 
Cours,  to  distinguish  it  from  others,  and  was  built 
iboat  two  milea  to  the  southward  of  the  fair  town  of 
W  name,  the  capital  of  ancient  Touraine,  whose 
ich  plain  has  been  termed  the  garden  of  France. 

On  the  bank  of  the  above-mentioned  brook,  o|)po- 
ite  to  that  which  the  traveller  was  approaching, 
wo  raen,  who  apfisaxed  in  deep  conversation,  seemed, 
rom  time  to  time,  to  watch  bis  motions  f  for  ss  their 
tation  was  much  mora  elevated*  thoy  could  remark 
um  at  considerable  distance. 

The  age  of  the  young  traveller  might  be  about 
nineteen,  or  betwixt  that  and  rwcaty,  and  his  face 
jid  person,  which  were  very  prepossessing,  dkl  not, 
lowever,  belonff  to  the  country  in  which  he  was  now 
I  sojourner.  His  short  gray  cloak  and  hose  wera 
ather  of  Flemish  than  of  French  fashion,  while  tne 
mart  blue  bonnet,  with  a  single  spng  of  holly  and 
n  eaglets  feather,  was  already  recognised  as  the 
Icotush  head-gear.  His  dress  was  very  neat,  and 
rrangod  with  the  precision  of  a  youth  conscious  of 
osscssing  a  fine  person.  He  had  at  his  back  a  satchel, 
rhich  seemed  to  contain  a  few  necessaries,  a  hawk- 
)|7  gauntlet  en  his  }eJ!t  h:*nd,  though  he  carried  no 
ird,  and  in  his  right  a  stout  hunter  s  pole.  Over  his 
\f\  shoulder  himg  an  ombroidered  scarf  which  sus- 
uncA  a  small  pouch  of  scarlet  velvet,  such  as  was 
iien  used  by  fowlers  of  distinction  to  carry  their 
awks'  food,  and  other  mattera  belonging  to  that 
[Uich  admired  eport.  This  was  croseeJT  by  another 
houlder-belt,  to  which  was  hung  a  hunting  knife, 
»r  couteau  de  chasse.  Instead  of  the  boots  ofthe  pe- 
iod.  he  wore  buskins  of  half-dressed  deer's  skin. 

Although  his  form  had  not  yet  attained  its  fiiU 
trengtfa,  ne  was  tall  and  active,  and  the  lightness  of 
he  step  with  which  he  advanced,  showed  thst  his 
Kxicstnan  mode  of  travelling  was  pleasure  rather  than 
>ain  to  him.  His  coiYiplexion  was  fair,  in  spite  of  a 
{eacral  shade  of  darker  hue,  with  which  the  foreign 
Hin,  or  perhaps  constant  exposure  to  the  atmosphera 
n  his  own  country,  had,  in  some  degree,  embrown' 
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His  featuros,  witfaoot  being  <^t6  ragnlar,  were 
frank,  open,  and  pleasing.  A  halfsmue,  whioh  seem- 
ed to  arise  from  a  happy  exuberance  of  animat 
spirits,  showed,  now  and  then,  that  his  teeth  were 
well  set,  and  as  pure  as  ivory ;  whilst  his  bright  blue 
eye,  with  a  corresponding  gayety^  had  an  appropnata 
glance  for  eVery  object  ,which  it  encountered,  ex* 
presnng  good-humour,  kghtnesa  of  heart,  and  do- 
termined  resohition. 

He  received  and  Kturtied  the  salutation  of  the  lew 
trevellera  who  frequented  the  road  in  those  danger- 
oua  thnes,  with  the  action  which  suited  each.  The 
strolUng  spearmaiL  half  soldier,  half  brigand,  mea 
sured  the  youth  with  his  eye,  as  if  balancing  the  pros- 
pect of  booty  with  the  chaaice  of  desperate  resistaaoe  i 
and  read  such  indications  of  the  latter  in  the  foarlesa 
glance  of  nb  passenger,  that  he  changed  his  ruifiaa 
potpose  for  a  surly  Good  morrow,  coraraue," 
whidi  the  young  Scot  answered  with  as  martial, 
though  a  less  saUen  tone.    The  wandenn^  pilgrim. 


or  the  begging  friar,  answered  his  reverend  greeting 
>  with  a  paternal  benedicite  \  and  the  dark-eyed  pea- 
sant-girl  looked  after  him  for  many  a  step  after  they 
had  passed  each  other,  and  interchaageu  a  laughing 
goo((-morww.  In  short,  there  was  an  attraction 
about  his  whole appeorapoe  not  easily  escaoing  i)iten 
tioni  and  which  was  derived  from  the  combination  of 
fearless  frankness  and  good<»haraour,  with  sprightly 
looks,  and  a  handsoras  face  and  person.  It  seemed, 
too,  as  ii  hii  whole  demeanour  bespoke  one  who  waa 
entering  on  life  with  no  apprehension  of  the  evila 
with  which  it  is  beSet,  snd  small  means  for  strug- 
gling wiih  iu  hardships,  except  a  lively  spirit  and  a 
cowrageocs  disposition ;  and  it  is  with  such  tempsrs 
that  youth  most  readily  sympathizes^  and  for  wboiu 
chiefly  age  and  experience  £eel  aifectionate  and  pity- 
'Wg  interest. 

The  youth  whom  we  have  described,  had  been 
long  visible  to  the  two  persons  who  loitered  on  tho 
opposite  side  of  thfi  small  river  which  divided  him 
from  the  park  and  the  castle:  but  as  he  descended 
the  rugged  bank  to  the  waters  edge,  with  the  li^t 
step  of  a  roe  which  visits  the  fountain,  Hoa  younger 
of  the  two  said  to  the  other,  "  It  is  our  man>-it  is 
the  Bohemina  I  If  he  attempts  to  cross  the  ford,  he 
is  a  lost  man— the  water  is  up,  and  the  ford  impass- 
able." 

**  Let  him  make  that  discovery  himseli;  gossip,*' 
said  the  elder  peraonage ;  ''it  mny,  perchance!,  save  a 
rope,  and  breax  a  proverb." 

**  I  Judge  him  by  the  bhie  cap."  said  the  other, 
'*  for  I  cannot  see  his  face.— Hark,  sir— ho  hallooea 
to  know  whether  the  water  be  deep." 

"  Nothing  like  experienoe  in  this  world,"  answered 
the  other—"  let  him  try." 

The  young  man,  in  the  meanwhile,  receivmg  no 
hint  to  the  contrary,  and  taking  the  silence  of  ihosa 
to  whom  he  applied  as  sn  encouragement  to  pfo- 
ceed,  entered  the  stream  without  farther  hesitation 
than  the  delay  necessary  to  take  offhis  buskins.  Tho 
elder  person,  at  the  same  moment,  hallooed  to  him 
to  beware,  adding,  in  a  lower  tone^  to  his  com- 
panion, "  j»er<cl^— gossip— you  have  made  anothof 
mistake— this  is  not  the  Bohemian  chatterer." 

But  the  intimation  to  the  vouth  came  too  late.  He 
either  did  not  hear  or  could  not  profit  by  it,  beintfi 
already  in  the  deep  stream.  To  one  less  alert,  and 
practised  in  the  exercise  of  swimming,  death  had 
been  certain,  for  the  brook  was  both  deep  and  strong 

"  By  Saint  Anne  I  but  he  is  a  proper  youth,"  said 
the  elder  liian— "  Run,  gossip,  and  he|p  your  blunder 
by  giving  him  aid,  if  thon  canst.  He  belongs  tp 
thine  own  troop— if  old  saws  speak  truth,  water  wil» 
not  drown  him." 

Indeed  the  young  traveller  swam  so  strongly,  an  I 
bufieted  the  waves  so  well,  that  notwithstanding  the 
strength  of  the  current  he  was  carried  but  a  hitla 
way  down  from  the  ordinary  landing-place. 

By  this  time  the  younger  of  the  two  strangera  waa 
hurryins  down  to  the  shore  to  render  assistance, 
while  the  other  foUowed  him  at  a  graver  pace,  say<* 
ing  to  himself  m  he  approached.     I  know  waies 


ing  to  nimseir  m  do  approached, 
would  never  drown  that  young  fellow.— »* 
doffi%  haii>aihon,  MidflFac>s  his  poVilH 
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HOC  the  m<m  hast^  he -will  beat  my  emnip  for  the 
onlycharitable  action  which  I  ever  saw  nim  perform, 
or  attempt  to  perform,  in  the  whole  course  of  his  life.'' 

There  was  some  reason  to  augur  such  a  oonolnsion 
of  the  adventure,  for  the  bonny  Scot  had  already 
accosted  the  younger  Samaritan,  who  was  hastening 
to  his  assistance,  with  these  irefiil  words^"  Dis- 
courteous dog  I  why  did  you  not  answer  when  I 
called  to  know  if  the  passage  was  fit  to  be  attempted  1 
Kay  the  foul  fiend  catch  me,  but  I  will  trach  you  the 
respect  due  to  strangers  on  the  next  occasion !" 

This  was  accompanied ,  with  that  6ifi:nificant 
flourish  with  his  pole  which  is  called  U  mouJinU,  be- 
cause the  artist,  hoMing  it  in  the  middle,  brandishes 
the  two  ends  in  every  direction,  like  the  sails  of  a 
windmill  in  motion.  His  opponent,  s^ing  himself 
thos  menaced,  laid  hand  upon  his  6wora,''for  he  was 
one  of  those  who  on  all  occasions  are  more  ready 
for  action  than  for  speech ;  but  his  more  considerate 
comrade  who  came  up,  commanded  him  to  forbear, 
and,  turning^  t#  the  Irounjg  man,  accused  him  in  turn 
of  precipitation  in  plunging  into  the  swoln  ford,  and 
of  intemperate  violence  in  quarrelling  with  a  man 
who  was  hastening  to  his  assistance. 
'  The  youne  man,  on  hearing  himself  thus  reproved 
by  a  man  of  advanced  age  and  respectable  appear- 
ance immediately  lowered  his  weapon,  and  said  he 
would  be  sorry  if  be  had  done  them  imustiee ;  but. 
in  reality,  it  appeared  to  him  as  if  they  had  Buffered 
ham  to  put  his  life  in  peril  for  want  of  a  word  of 
timely  warning,  which  could  be  the  part  neither  of 
honest  men  nor  of  good  Christians,  far  less  of  re- 
spectable burgesses,  such  as  they  seemed  to  be.    < 

"Pair  son,"  said  the  elder  person,  "you  seem, 
from  your  accent  and  complexion,  a  st^'anger;  ana 
3roo  snouM  recollect  your  dialect  is  not  so  easily 
comprehended  by  us,  as  perhaps  it  may  be  utterea 
by  you." 

*  Well,  fhther,"  answered  the  youtW,  "I  do  not 
care  much  about  the  ducking  f  have  had,  and  I  will 
readily  forgive  your  being  partly  the  cause,  pro- 
vided you  will  direct  me  to  Pome  place  where  I  can 
I  have  my  clothes  dried ;  for  it  is  iny  only  suit,  and  I 
must  keep  it  somewhat  decent.'* 

**  For  whom  do  you  take  us,  fair  son  7"  said  the 
elder  stranger,  in  answer  to  this  question. 

"  For  substantial  burgesses,  unquestionably,"  said 
the  youth ;  "or,  hold— you,  master,  may  be  a  money- 
broker,  or  a  corn-merchant ;  and  this  man  a  butcher, 
orCTatier." 

'  *You  have  hit  our  capacities  rarely,"  said  the 
«Tder,  smiling.  "My  business  is  indeed  to  trade  in 
as  much  money  as  I  can ;  and  my  gossip's  dealings 
are  somewhat  of  kin  to  the  butcher's.  As  to  your 
accommodation,  we  will  try  to  serve  you ;  but  I 
must  first  know  who  you  are,  and  whither  you  are 
going ;  fbr,  in  these  times,  the  roads  are  filled^ with 
travellers  on  foot  and  horseback,  who  have  any 
thing  in  their  head  but  honesty  and  the  fear  of  God." 

The  younsf  man  cast  another  keen  and  penetrating 
glance  on  nim  who  spoke,  and  on  his  silent  com- 
panion, as  if  doubtful  whether  thej^  on  their  part, 
merited  the  confidence  they  demanded;  and  the  re- 
sult of  his  observation  was  as  follows. 

The  eldest,  and  most  remarkable  of  these  men,  in 
dress  and  appearance  resembled  the  merchant  or 
shopkeeper  of  the  period.  His  ierkin,  hose,  and 
cloak,  were  of  a  dark  uniform  ooioun  but  worn  so 
threadbare,  that  the  acute  young  Scot  conceived 
Ant  the  wearer  must  be  either  very  rich  or  very  poor, 
probably  the  former.  The  fieuhion  of  the  dress  was 
dose  and  short—a  kind  of  garments  which  were  not 
then  held  decorous  among  gentry,  or  even  the  supe- 
nor  class  of  citizens,  who  generally  wore  loose 
gowns  which  descended  below  die  micfdie  of  the  leg. 

The  expression  of  this  mairs  countenance  was 
partly  attractive,  and  partly  forbidding.  His  strong 
features,  sunk  cheeks,  and  hollow  eyes,  had.  never- 
theless^ an  expresswn  of  shrewdness  and  humour 
congenial  to  the  character  of  the  young  adventurer. 
But  then,  those  same  sunken  eyes,  from  under  the 
rtiroud  01  thick  black  evebrows,  had  something  in 
them  that  was  at  once  commanding  and  sinister. 
ratew  this  efiee  wasiiicreasedby  thelow^ci^, 


much  dapnwBod  on  dw  Ibretiead,  and  addingtotiM 
shade  from  under  which  those  eyes  peered  oil;  but 
it  is  certain  that  the  young  stranger  had  some  diffi> 
culty  to  reconcile  his  looks  with  the  meaimeNd 
his  appearance  in  other  respects.  Rii  cap,  in  pit> 
ticular,  in  which  all  men  of  any  quality  diiplmd 
either  a  brooch  of  gold  or  of  silver,  was  omimeMri 
with  a  paltry  image  of  the  Virgni,  m  lead,  soch  u 
the  poorsr  sort  of  pagrims  bring  firom  Loreita 

His  comrade  was  a  stout-fomed,  middle-sud 
man,  more  than  ten  years  younger  than  his  eon- 
panion,  with  a  down-looking  Tuage,  and  a  verf 
ominous  smile,  when  by  cbanoe  he  gave  way  to  tht 
impulse,  which  was  never,  except  m  reply  to  cenm 
secret  signs  that  seemed  to  pass  between  bin  nd 
the  elder  stranger.  This  man  was  armed  vitk  i 
sword  and  dag»er ;  and  undeneath  his  plain  bibit, 
the  Scotsman  observed  that  hecononled  a  jar«r«a, 
or  flexible  shirt  of  linked  mail,  which,  as  beug  oftn 
worn  by  those,  even  of  peaceful  professions,  wto 
vrere  ealled  upon  at  that  nerilons  period  to  be  fi^ 
quently  abroad,  confirmeei  the  young  mm  in  loi 
conjecture,  that  the  wearer  was  by  profi»sioii  i 
butcher,  grazier,  or  something  of  that  deKiiptin, 
called  upon  to  be  much  abroad. 

The  young  atrangen  comprehending  in  one  giioca 
the  result  of  the  observation  which  haa  taken  » com 
time  to  express,  answered,  afler  a  moment'ipnifc 
"  I  ani  ignorant  whom  I  may  have  the  honour  to  wi- 
dress,"  makmg  a  slight  reverence  at  the  same  tin« 
"  but  I  am  indifTerem  who  knows  that  I  an  a  cute 
of  Scotland :  and  that  I  come  to  seek  mTfommeii 
France^  or  elsewhere,  after  the  custom  ot  nv  eon- 
trymen." 

*^Pasque9'dUu!  and  a  gallant  custom  it  i^^rf 
the  elder  stranger.  "Von  seem  a  fine  yonnf  vria* 
gald,  and  at  the  right  age  to  prosper,  wheibernioiis 
men  or  women.  What  say  you  7 1  am  a  meid»zr(,  ua 
want  a  lad  to  assist  in  my  traflic— I  suppos  Toaen 
too  much  a  gentleman  to  assist  m  such  mecboial 
drudgery  7" 

*' Fair  sir,"  said  the  youth,  "if  youroflerbeKnot» 
lymade— of  which  I  have  mydoubtft->I  am  bound  w 
thank  you  for  it,  and  I  thank  you  accordinglx;  ^1 
fear  I  should  be  altogether  unfit  for  your  service." 

"  What  1"  said  the  senior.  "  I  warrant  thoa  Isnow- 
est  better  how  to  draw  the  bow,  than  how  to  draw* 
bill  of  charges,— canst  handle  a  broadswoni  betta 
than  a  pen— ha !" 

"I  am,  roaster,"  answered  the yonng  Scot,  "abiafr 
rnan,  and  therefore,  as  we  say,  a  bowman.  Bet  be- 
sides that,  I  have  been  in  a  convenr,  where  tbegoop 
fathers  uught  me  to  read  and  write,  and  even  to  ci- 
pher." 

"  Pa8i]xt€9-dieu !  that  is  too  magnificent,"  said  ibe 
merchant.  "  By  our  lady  of  Embrun,  thou  art  a  pro- 
disy,  man !" 

^'Rest  you  merry,  fair  master,"  said  thefoutb,wM 
was  not  much  pleased  with  his  new  acquaintance r 
jocularity,  "I  must  go  dry  mvsclf,  instead  of  stand- 
mgdripping here,  answering guestwns." 

The  merchant  only  laughed  louder  as  he  spoke,  aad 
answered,  "  Pasmus-^icut  the  proverb  never  failt- 
JUr  comme  tm  JE^coMoir— but  come,  yonngater,  fn 
are  of  a  country  I  have  a  regard  for,  havmg  tTudedm 
Scotland  in  my  time—an  honest  poor  set  of  fblka  tm 
are ;  and,  if  you  will  come  vrith  us  to  the  village,  I 
will  besiow  on  you  a  cup  of  burnt  suck  and  a  warn 
breakfast,  to  atone  for  your  drenching.  But,  Me- 
bleau  I  what  do  you  with  a  hunting-giove  on  foor 
hand  7  Know  you  not  there  is  no  hawking  peraut* 
tnd  in  a  royal  chase  7" 

"  I  was  taught  that  lesson,"  answered  the  yoaJb 
"  by  a  rascally  forester  of  the  Dpke  of  Burgundy.  I 
did  but  fly  die  falcon  I  had  broiuht  with  me  from 
Scotland,  and  that  I  reckoned  on  for  bringine  roe  in- 
to some  note,  at  a  heron  near  Peronne,  and  the  ra»> 
cally  schelm  shot  my  bird  with  an  arrow." 

"what  did  you  do  7"  said  the  merchant    . 

"  Beat  hhn,"  said  the  youngster^  brandishing  W 
staff;  "  as  near  to  death  as  one  Chnstiah  man  *«» 
belabour  ancthei^I  wanted  not  to  have  hia  blood  to 
answer  fbr." 

"  Know  vou,"  said  the  hmgeas^ "  that  aad  rmnm 
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into  the  Puke  of  BoTgoady's  handi*  he  would  have 
huDft  you  up  like  a  chestnut  T* 

^'Ay,  I  am  told  he  is  as  prompt  aa  the  King  of 
France  for  that  aort  of  work.    But,  aa  thia  happened 

Rear  Peronne,  I  made  a  leap  over  the  frontiers,  and 
lushed  at  him.   If  he  had  not  been  so  hasty.  I  might 
perhaps  have  taken  service  with  him. 

"  He  will  have  a  heavy  miss  of  such  a  paladin  as 
you  are,  if  the  truce  shoidd  break  ofij"  said  the  mer- 
chant, and  threw  a  look  at  his  own  companion,  who 
answered  him  with  one  of  the  downcast  lowering 
•miles,  which  gleamed  along  his  countenance,  enh- 
Tcning  it  as  a  passing  meteor  enlivens  a  winter  sky. 

The  young  Scot  siiddenly  stopped,  pulled  his  bon- 
net over  his  nght  evebrow,  as  one  that  would  not  be 
ndiculed|  and  said  nrmly.  ^  My  masters,  and  especial- 
ly you,  sir,  the  elder,  and  who  should  be  the  wiser, 
you  will  find,  I  presume*  no  sound  or  safe  jesting  at 
my  expense.  I  do  not  aliogother  Iflie  the  tone  of  your 
conversation.  J  can  take  a  jest  with  any  man,  and  a 
rebuke,  too,  from  my  elder,  and  say  thank  you,  sir,  if 
I  know  it  to  be  deserved ;  but  I  do  not  like  being  borne 
in  hand  as  if  I  were  a  child,  when,  God  wot,  I  find 
myself  man  enough  to  belabour  you  both,  if  you  pro- 
voke me  too  far.*'^ 

The  eldest  man  seemed  like  to  choke  with  laughter 
at  the  lad's  demeanour— his  companion's  hand  stole 
to  his  sword  hilt,  which  the  youth  observing,  dealt 
him  a  blow  across  the  wrist,  which  made  him  inca- 
pable of  grasping  It ;  while  his  companion's  mirth  was 
3nly  increased  oy  the  incident  "Hold,  hold,''  be 
cried,  "  most  doughty  Scot,  even  for  thine  own  dear 
country's  sake :  and  you,  gossip,  forbear  your  mena- 
cing look.  Pasqiua-dioi  Tlet  us  be  just  traders,  and 
set  oif  the  wetting  asaiust  the  knock  on  the  wrist, 
which  was  given  with  so  much  grace  and  alacrity.— 
And  hark  ye,  my  young  friend," ^ne  said  to  the  young 
man  with  a  grave  sternness,  which,  hi  spite  of  all  the 
youth  could  do,  damped  and  overawed  him,  "no  more 
\x>lenco.  I  am  no  nt  object  for  it,  and  my  gossip,  as 
V  )u  may  see,  has  hod  enough  of  it.  Let  me  know 
your  name."  ,        .  ^  .,    , 

"I  can  answer  a  civil  question  civilly,"  said  the 
y\7uth  ;  "  and  will  pay  fitting  respect  to  your  agc^  if 
you  do  not  urge  mypatience  with  laockery.  Since 
I  have  been  herein  France  and  Flanders,  men  have 
called  me,  in  their  fantasy,  the  Varlet  with  the  Velvet 
Pouch,  because  of  this  hawk  purse  which  I  carry  by  my 
side ;  but  my  true  name,  when  at  home,  is  <4,uentin 
Durward." 

"Durword !"  said  the  querist ;  **  is  it  a  gentleman*s 
namel" 

"  By  fifteen  descents  in  our  family,"  said  the  young 
man  j  '*  and  that  mokes  me  reluctant  to  follow  any 
other  trade  than  arms," 

"A  true  Soot]  Plenty  of  blood,  plenty  of  pride^and 
right  great  scarcity  of  ducats,  I  warrant  thee.-~WelL 
gossip,"  he  said  to  his  companJoi^  "go  before  us,  and 
tell  tnem  to  have  some  breakfast  ready  yonder  at  the 
Mulberry  grove;  for  this  youth  will  do  as  much  ho- 
nour to  It  as  a  starved  mouse  to  a  house- wife's  cheese. 
And  for  the  Bohemian— hark  in  thy  ear' . 

His  comrade  answered  by  a  gloomy,  but  mtelli- 
gent  smile,  and  set  forward  at  a  round  pace,  while 
the  elder  man  continued,  addressing  young  Dur- 
ward,— "  You  and  I  will  walk  leisurely,  forward  to- 
fl»ther.  and  we  may  take  a  mass  at  Saint  Hubert's 
C%apel  in  our  way  through  the  forest ;  for  it  is  not 
good  to  think  of  our  fleshly  before  our  spiritual 
wants."  ^  '        ,    ,       , .   ^ 

Durward,  as  a  good  Catholic,  had  nothing  to  ob* 
ject  against  this  proposal^  although  he  might  proba- 
oly  have  been  desirous,  in  the  nrst  place,  to  have 
dried  his  clothes  and  reueshed  himself.  Meanwile, 
they  soon  lost  sight  of  their  downward-looking  com' 
pamon,  but  continued  (o  follow  the  same  path  which 
ne  had  taken,  untU  it  led  them  into  a  wood  of  tall 
trees,  mixed  with  thickets  and  brushwood,  traversed 
by  long  avenues,  through  which, were  seen,  as 
through  a  vista,  the  deer  trotting  in  little  nerds  with 
•  degree  of  security  which,  argued  their  conscious- 
ress  of  being  completely  protected. 

**  You  ssked  me  if  I  were  a  good  bowman,"  said 
IM  youog  Scot--"  Qivc  me  a  how  and  a  brace  of 
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shafts,  and  you  ahall  have  a  mee  of  \muon  in  a  ^ 
moment.  ( 

'  PaaqutM'ditu  I  my  young  friend,"  said  his  com- 
panion, ''take  care  of  ihat;  my  gossip  yonder  hath 
a  special  eye  to  the  deer:  they  are  under  his  charge, 
and  he  is  a  strict  keeper." 

"  He  hath  more  the  air  of  a  butcher,  than  of  a  gay 
forester,"  answered  Durward.  "I cannot  think  yon 
hang-dog  look  of  his  belongs  to  any  one  who  knows 
the  gentle  rules  of  woodcrau." 

"Ah,  my  yoong  friend,"  answered  his  companion, 

my  gbssip  hath  somewhat  an  ugly  favour  to  look 
upon  at  the^  first ;  but  those  who  become  acc^uainted 
with  him,  never  «ie  known  to  complain  of  hmi." 

Q.ueuun  Durward  found  aomething  singidarKr  and 
disagreeably  significant  in  the  tono  with  which  this 
was  spoken ;  and  lool^g  auddenly  at  the  speaker, 
thought  he  saw  in  his  countenance,  in  the  sli^t 
smue  that  curled  his  upper  lip,  and  the  accompany- 
ing twinkle  of  his  keen  dark  eye,  something  to  justuy 
his  unpleasing  suiprise.  "  I  have  heard  oi  robbers,'* 
he  thought  to  himsel£  "and  of  wily  cheats  and  cut- 
throats—what if  yonder  fellow  be  a  murderer,  and 
this  oM  rascal  his  decoy-duck?  I  will  be  on  mv 
~  ard— they  will  get  little  by  me  but  good  Scottith 


he  was  thus  reflecting  they  came  to  a  glade, 

where  the  large  forest  trees  were  more' wildly  sepa- 
rated from  each  other,  and  where  the  ground  oe- 
neath,  cleared  of  underwood  and  bushes,  was  clo- 
thed with  a  carpet  of  the  softest  and  most  lovely  ver- 
dure, whick  screeuad  from  the  scorching  heat  of  tht 
sun,  was  here  more  beautifullytender  than  .it  10  , 
usually  to  be  seen  in  France.  The  trees  in  this  ae- 
cludea  spot  were  chiefly  beeches  and  elms  of  ham 
magnitude,  wluch  rose  like  great  hills  of  leaves  into 
the  air.  Amidst  these  magnificent  sons  of  the  eardi« 
there  peeped  out,  in  the  most  open  spot  of  the  |;lade, 
a  lowly  chapel,  near  which  trickled  a  small  nvulet. 
Its  architecture  was  of  the  rudest  and  most  simple 
kind ;  and  there  waa  a  very  small  lodge  beside  it,  ibr 
the  accommodation  of  a  hermit  or  sohtary  pnest, 
who  remained  there  for  r^odarly  discharging  the 
duty  of  the  altar.  In  a  small  niche,  over  the  arched 
doorway,  stood  a  stone  image  of  Saint  Hubert  vrilh 
the  bugle-horn  aroujad  his  neck,  and  a  leash  or  grey- 
hounds at  his  feet.  The  situatk)n  of  the  ohspel  m 
the  midst  of  a  park  or  chase,  so  richly  stocked  with 
gam^  made  the  dedication  to  the  Sainted  Huntsman 
peculiarly  appropriate.* 

Towards  this  little  devotional  structure  the  old 
man  directed  his  steps,  followed  by  young  Durward ; 
and  aa  they  approached,  the  priest,  dressed  in  his 
sacerdotal  garments,  made  his  appearance  in  the 
act  of  proceeding  from  his  cell  to  the  chap^  for  the 
discharge,  doubtless,  of  his  holy  office.  Durward 
bowed  nis  body  reverendy  to  the  priest,  as  the  re- 
spect due  to  his  sacred  office  demanded :  whilst  bis 
companion,  with  an  appearance  of  etill  more  deep 
devotion,  kneeled  on  one  knee  to  receive  the  holv 
man's  blessing,  and  then  followed  him  mto  church, 
with  a  step  and  manner  expressive  of  the  most  hea|t- 
folt  contntion  and  humility.  . 

The  inside  of  the  chapel  was  adorned  m  a  manner 
adapted  to  the  occupation  of  the  patron-samt  whila 
on  earth.  The  richest  fiirs  of  such  animals  as  are 
made  the  objects  of  tlie  diase  in  difierent  countriesk 
s6ppfied  the  place  of  tapestry  and  hangings  around 
the  altar  and  elsewhere,  ana  the  characteristic  em- 

•  Evonr.vocAtion  had,  !n  the  middlo  a«es.  iti  protoctiiif  nine 
The  chaiw,  wilb  iti  fortiinet  and  itt  hazardi,  the  buiiiiM«  oTao 
manj,  and  tho  amuiemeiit  of  all,  was  placed  uiutei  th«  direoUon 
of  8l  Hubert. 

Thii  sjrlvaa  saint  was  the  soo  of  Bertnud,  Dufceof  .\qiiitaine, 
and,  while  in  the  lecular  state,  was  a  courtier  of  Kinr  repiii.— 
T(e  was  paB«tonately  fond  of  the  cliase,  and  used  to  negief.!  al^ 
teodanee  on  divine  i«iiliip  tor  thie  aaouement  While  he  wet 
uneeeofdwed  in  thieMPtioae,  a  etac  appeared  kelbra  him,  te» 
viof  a  craciflx  bound  M*wixt  his  bomsL  and  he  heard  a  voles 
wliicTi  menaced  him  with  eternal  punishment  If  he  did  not  n> 
pent  of  liis  sins.  He  retired  from  the  world  and  took  ordsra, 
hie  w'ttb  having  also  letiesied  into  the  eJoister.  Hubert  aOsr* 
wards  becaoM  BislMW  of  Mamtrachl  and  Liape  1  and  tt«ni{  hn 
zeal  in  desf  royiny  remnants  of  idolatry,  is  called  the  A| 
Ardennes  gun  of  Brabnnt. 
race  were  sepposed 
bittes  by  mad  doia 
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Muounienti  «f  b^gjefl,  how%  qmteta^^iirf  other  em* 
blenii  of  hunting,  aurronnded  the  walls,  and  were 
mingled  with  the  heads  of  deer,  wolves,  and  other 
tnimals  considered  beasts  of  sport.  The  whole  adorn- 
ments  took  an  appropriate  and  syWan  character) 
and  the  mass  itseli;  being  conaiderablv  shortened, 
proved  to  be  of  that  sort  which  is  called  a  kunHrtg- 
ifiots,  because  in  use  before  the  noble  and  powerml, 
"Who,  while  assistidc  at  the  solemnity,  are  osuallf 
impatient  to  commence  their  ftrvourite  sport 

ret,  during  this  brief  ceremony,  Durwar<f •  com* 
panion  seemed  to  pay  the  most  ngid  and  sempaloua 
'  attention ;  while  Durward,  not  qaite  so  much  oocu* 
pied  with  religbns  thoughts,  could  not  forbear  bla- 
ming himself  m  his  own  mind,  for  havitw  entertained 
suspicions  derogatory  to  the  character  ofso  good  and 
so  humble  a  man.  Far  from  now  hoKfing liim  as  a 
companion  and  accomplice  of  robbers,  he  had  much 
to  do  to  forbear  regarding  him  as  a  saint-^e  per- 

When  maas  was  ended,  they  retired  together  from 

.  the  chapel,  and  the  elder  said  to  hn  young  comrade^ 

'  ^It  is  but  a  short  walk  from  henoe  to  the  vilhge-- 

you  may  now  break  your  fast  with  an  naprc;)uaiceil 

'  bonsdenc^^foUow  me.* 

Turning  to  the  right  and  proceeding  along  a  path 
'Which  seemed  jiradualiy  to  ascend,  he  recommended 
tt  his  companion  bv  no  means  to  quit  the  track,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  to  keep  the  middle  of  it  as  neany  as 
he  could.  Durward  could  not  help  asking  the  cause 
of  this  precaution. 

**  You  are  now  near  the  Court,  young  man/'  an< 
swered  his  guide;  ^'and,  Pasqua-di^u I  there  is 
*ome  difference  betwixt  walking^in  this  rm>n  and 
on  your  own  healthy  hills.  Kvery  yard  of  mis 
ground,  excepting  the  path  which  we  now  occupyi 
18  rendered  dangierous,  and  wellnigfa  impracticablai 
"by  snares  and  traps,  armed  with  scythe^blades^ 
which  shred  off  the  unwary  passenger's  limb  as 
yheerly  aa  a  hedipe-biH  lops  a  nawthorn-sprig~and 
calthrops  that  would  pierce  your  foot  through,  and 
nit-folis  deep  enou^  to  bury  you  in  them  for  ever;' 
ror  you  are  now  %rimin  the  precincts  of  the  royal  d»> 
mesne,  and  we  shall  presently  see  the  firont  of  tha 
Chateau." 

**Were  I  die  King  of  Prance,*'  said  the  young 
man,  "  I  would  not  take  so  much  trouble  with  traps 
and  gina,  but  would  try  instead  to  govern  so  wdi 
that  no  roan  ahould  dare  to  come  near  my  dwelUng 
with  a  bad  intent;  and  for  those  who  came  there  ia 
peace  and  good- will  why,  the  more  of  mem  tha 
merrier  we  ahouhi  be.^ 

His  companion  looked  around,  afleeting  an  alarm- 
ed gaie,  and  said,  **  Hush,  hush.  Sir  Vanet  with  tha 
Velvet  Pouch !  for  I  forgot  to  tell  you,  Uiat  one  great 
danger  of  these  precioctB  is,  that  the  very  Iwvea  of 
the  trees  are  like  so  many  ears,  wfaidi  cany  all  whic^ 
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b  spoken  to  the  King's  own  cabinet" 

*'^I  care  little  for  that."  answered  Qnendn  Dm^ 
ward ;  "I  bear  a  Scottish  tongue  in  my  head,  boU 
enouah  to  speak  my  mind  to  King  Louis's  foc& 
Ood  bless  mm-^ndj  for  the  ears  yon  talk  o^  if  I 
could  see  them  growina  on  a  human  head,  I  WOoU 
crop  them  oat  of  it  with  my  wood-knifo.? 

CHAPTER  111. 
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Whjls  Durward  and  hia  qmt  aoquabtanee  thus 
•poke,  tbev  oame  m  sight  of  «» whole  from  of  tha 
Castteof  neasis-les-Tours,  whieb,  even  in  those  dan- 


«an»tta  tunes,  when  the  great  found  themselves  obli- 
aad  to  raside  withm  places  of  fortifisd  strength,  was 
.  ois^nguwhed  for  the  extreme  and  Jealoua  cars  with 
which  it  was  watched  and  defended. 

From  t^e  verge  of  the  wood  where  young  Durward 
baited  with  his  companion,  in  order  to  take  a  viaw 


of  this  n>yal  res!detica|  extended,  or  mther  arose, 
though  by  a  very  gentle  elevation,  an  open  eephh 
nade,  devoid  of  trees  and  bushes  of  every  oieacrkKioii 
excepting  one  giminttc  and  half-withered  old  oak. 
Tills  space  was  left  open,  according  to  the  rules  d 
fortification  in  all  ages,  in  order  that  an  enemy  might 
not  approach  the  walls  under  cover,  or  unooaerved 
from  the  battlements,  and  beyond  it  arose  the  Caatle 
Itself. 

There  were  three  external  walls,  battleinented 
and  turreted  from  space  to  space,  and  at  tech  ang^ 
the  second  enclosure  rismg  higher  than  the  first,  and 
being  buHt  so  as  to  bommand  the  exterior  defence  in 
case  It  was  won  by  the  enemy ;  and  being  again,  in 
the  same  manner,  itself  commanded  by  the  third 
and  innermost  barrier.  Around  the  external  wall, 
as  the  Frenchman  informed  his  young  companioB, 
(for.  as  they  stood  lower  than  the  fonndation  of  the 
wall,  he  could  not  see  it,)  was  sunk  a  ditch  of  about 
twenty  feel  rn  depth,  supplied  with  water  by  a  dam- 
head  on  the  river  Cher,  or  rather  on  one  of  its  tribo- 
tory  branches.  In  front  of  the  second  endoaurv,  he 
said,  there  ran  another  fosse,  and  n  third,  borii  ojf 
tha  same  unusual  dimenaions,  was  led  between  the 
second  and  the  innermost  enclosore.  The  vcr;^, 
both  of  the  outer  and  inner  circuit  of  this  triple  moat, 
was  strongly  fenced  with  palisades  of  iron,  serving 
the  purpose  *of  what  are  calM  oArt-atrx-ife-/H««  in 
modern  fortification,  the  top  of  each  ipale  being  di- 
vided into  a  cluster  of  sharp  spikes,  which  seemed  tp 
render  any  attempt  to  clirnb  over  an  act  of  seif-de- 
strucdon. 

From  within  the  innermost  enclosure  arose  fire 
Castle  itself,  containing  buildings  of  different  periods^ 
crowded  around,  and  united  with  the  ancient  and 
grim-looking  donjon-keQi,  which  waa  older  than 
any  of  them,  and  which  rose,  like  a  black  Ediiojsfan 
giant,  high  into  the  air,  while  the  absenoe  of  any 
windows  larger  than  shot  holes,  irregularly  djspono 
for  .defence,  gave  the  spectator  tne  same  uapkastai 
feeling  which  we  experience  on  looking  at  •  Uowt 
min.    The  other  buildings  seemed  scarcely  betia 
adapted  for  the  purposes  of  comfort,  for  (he  windova 
opened  to  an  mner  and  enclosed  court-jrard ;  so  thai 
the  whole  external  front  looked  much  more  like  ika' 
of  a  prison  than  a  palace.    The  reigning  Kmg  haa 
even  mcreased  this  effect ;  for,  desirous  that  the  ad- 
ditiona  which  he  himself  had  made  to  the  fortifica 
dons  should  be  of  a  character  not  easily  distingaishetf 
from  the  original'  building,  (for  like  many  jealooa 
persons,  he  loved  net  that  his  suspkjons  ahould  be 
observed,)  the  darkeat-coloured  bnck  and  freestone 
were  employed,  and  soot  mingled  with  the  lime,  so 
aa  to  give  the  whole  Caatle  the  same  uniform  tinge 
of  extreme  and  rude  antiquity. 

This  formidable  place  had  but  one  entrance,  at 
feast  Durward  saw  none  along  the  spackraa  fioni 
except  where,  in  the  centre  of  the  firat  and  outwaad 
boundary,  arose  two  strong  towers,  theuaual  defences 
of  a  gateway;  and  he  could  observe  then*  ordinarv  se- 
eompaniments,  portcullia  and  drawbridge--of  vi»liich 
the  nrst  was  lowered,  and  the  last  raised.  Sinflai 
entrance-towers  were  visible  on  the  aecond  and  flurd 
bouriding  wall,  but  not  in  the  aame  line  with  iboaa 
on  the  outward  circuit ;  becanae  the  passage  did  not 
cut  right  through  the  whole  three  endosurea  at  tiie 
same  pomt,  but,  on  the  contrary,  those  who  entered 
had  to  proceed  nearly  thirty  yarda  betwixt  the  firat 
and  aecond  wall,  exposed,  if  their  porpoae  were  hos- 
tile^ to  missiles  from  both :  and  again,  when  the  se- 
ootid  boundary  was  passed,  they  must  make  a  mna- 
lar  disgresaion  from  the  atraight  loie,  in  order  to  at- 
tain the  portal  of  the  third  and  innermost  endoeare  : 
BO  that  before  gaining  the  outercourt,  which  ran  along 
the  front  of  the  building,  two  narrow  and  dangercKas 
defilea  were  to  be  traversed  under  a  fhinkinfr  dia- 
charge  of  artillery,  and  three  gates,  defended  m  tha 
strongest  manner  known  to  the  age,  were  fo  ba 
suecessivelv  forced. 

Coming  from  a  country  alike  deaelated  bv  hnagn 
war  and  internal  feuds^^-acountrVftoo.  wboas  im- 
Sfiual  and  mountainous  surface,  abounding  in  fir«<- 
eq>icea  and  torrents,  affords  so  many  situatians  ol 
atrangth,— young  Durward  was  soiScMiitly ~ 
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ed  with  alt  the  variauB  confrivmncef  by  which  men,  in 
that  stern  age,  endeavoured  to  eeoora  Iheir  dwetHoge: 
but  be  fmkly  owned  to  his  oompanion,  that  he  iia  i 
not  think  it  had  been  in  the  power  of  art  to  do  so 
much  for  defence,  where  nature  had  doneaohttle; 
for  the  situation,  as  we  have  hinted,  was  merely  the 
summit  of  a  gentle  elevation  ascending  upwards 
from  the  place  where  they  were  standing. 

To  enhance  his  surprise;  his  companion  told, him' 
that  the  environs  of  the  Castle,  except  the  simifle 
winding-path  by  which  the  portal  might  be  safely 
approached,  were,  tike  the  thickets  throu^  which  they 
had  passed,  surround)^  with  every  species  of  hidden 
pit-foH,  snare,  and  gm,  to  entrap  the  wretch  who 
should  venture  thither  without  a  gtnde:  that  upon 
the  walls  were  constructed  certain  cradles  of  iron, 
catted  noattoTDi  neslB.  from  which  the  sentinels,  who 
were  regularly  posted  ther&  could,  without  being  ex- 
losed  to  any  nsk,  take  deliberate  aim  at  any  who 
should  attempt  to  enter  without  the  proper  signal 
or  pass- word  of  the  day;  and  that  the  Arches  of  the 
Royal  Guard  performed  that  duty  day  and  nif^t,  for 
whch  they  received  high  pay.  rich  dothinf^  and 
much  honour  and  profit  at  the  bands  of  King  t<ouis. 
^  And  now  tell  me,  young  man,**  he  continued,  "  did 
jroD  ever  see  so  strong  a.  fortress,  and  do  you  think 
there  are  men  bold  enough  to  storm  itf ' 

The  vonnrman  boked  long  and  fixedly  on  the  place, 
the  sight  ofwhich  interested  him  so  much,  th)it  he 
had  forgotten,  in  the  eagerness  of  youdiful  curiosity, 
the  wetness  of  his  dress.  His  eye  g^aneed,  and  his 
colour  moimted  to  his  cheek  like  that  of  a  daring  man 
who  meditates  an  honourable  action,  as  he  replied,. 
I**  It  is  a  stron|[  castle,  and  stronglv  guarded ;  but  there 
IS  no  impossibility  to  brave  men.*'^ 

**  Are  there  any  in  your  country  who  eouM  do  sudi 
a  feati"  said  the  elder,  rather  scomfliUy. 

'*  I  will  not  affirm  that,"  answered  the  youth ;  "  but 
there  are  thousands  that,  in  a  good  oause^  womd  at- 
tempt as  bold  a  deed." 

"  tJmph  !"--said  the  senior  {  "  perhaps  you  are  your- 
self such  a  gallant  ?*' 

"  I  shoula  sin  if  I  were  to  boast  where  there  is  no 
danger,"  answered  young  Durwardj  "  but  my  father 
has  done  as  bold  an  act,  and  I  trust  I  am  no  bastAid.'* 

"  Well,"  said  his  companion,  smiling.  "  you  might 
meet  your  match,  and  your  kindred  withal,  in  the  at- 
tempt ;  for  the  Scottish  Archen  of  Khig  Louisas  Life- 
guards stand  sentinels  on  vender  walfs-^three  hun- 
ared  gentlemen  Of  the  beat  blood  in  your  country.*' 

**  And  were  I  King  Louis,"  said  the  youth,  in  reply, 
"  I  would  trust  my  safety  to  the  faith  of  the  three 
hundred  Scottish  gentlemen,  throw  down  my  bound- 
ing walls  to  fill  up  the  moat,  call  in  my  noble  peere 
and  paladins,  and  live  as  became  me,  amid  breaking 
of  lances  in  gallant  tournaments,  and  feastingof  days 
with  nobles,  and  dancing  of  nights  with  laaie&  and 
have  no  more  fear  of  a  foe  than  I  have  of  a  Ayr 

His  companion  again  smiled,  and  turning  his  back 
on  the  Castle,  which,  he  observed,  they  had  approach- 
ed a  little  too  nearly,  he  led  the  way  again  mto  the 
wood,  by  a  more  broad  and  beaten  path  than  they 
had  yet  trodden.  "This,''  he  said,  'Meadsusto  the 
village  of  Plessis,  as  it  is  called,  where  you,  as  astran- 

SiT,  will  find  reasonable  and  honest  accommodatbn. 
bout  two  miles  onward  lies  the  fine  city  of  Tours, 
which  gives  name  to  this  rich  and  beautiinl  earldom. 
But  the  village  of  Plessis,  or  Plessis  of  the  Park,  as  it 
is  sometimes  called,  ttom  its  vicinity  to  the  royal  resi- 
dence, and  the  chase  with  which  it  is  encircled,  wUl 
yield  you  nearer  and  as  convenient  hospitality." 

"I  thank  you,  kind  master,  for  your  information,*' 
said  the  Scot;,  "but  my  stay  will  be  ao  short  here, 
that  if  I  fail  not  in  a  morsel  of  meat,  and  a  drink  of 
something  better  than  water,  mv  necessities  in  Ples- 
sis, be  it  of  the  park  or  tl^e  pool,  will  be  amply  satisfiMJ." 

"  Nay,"  answered  his  companion,  "  I  thought  you 
had  some  friend  to  see  in  this  quarter." 

"  And  so  I  have— my  mother's  own  brother,"  an- 
swered Durwand ;  "  and  as  pretty  a  man,  before  he 
left  thebraea  of  Angus,  as  ever  planted  brogue  on  hea- 
ther." 

'*What  is  his  name?"  said, the  senior;  "we  will 
vmiire  him  out  for  you ;  for  it  is  not  safe  for  you  to  go 
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up  to  the  Cttstle,  Whereyso  mUht  be  taken  for  a  spy  J 

"  Now  by  mv  fMier'f  hand?'  said  the  youth,  "fts 
ken  for  a  spy  H-By  Heaven,  he  shall  brook  ooM  ir«M 
that  brands  me  with  such  a  charge  l^But  for  my  mi* 
lie's  name;,  I  care  not  who  knows  it— it  is  Lesiy.— 
..  .ionest  and  noble  flame." 

so  it  is,  I  doubt  not,"  said  the  old  man ;  "  bvt 

there  are  three  of  the  name  in  the  Scottish  Gu^rd." 

*^yfy  imcle's  nuae  is  Ludovio  Lesly,"  said  the 
young  man. 

^^Oi  the  three  Lesliest"  nswered  the  merchaai, 
"two  are  called  Ludovic.^* 

"They  call  my  kifiaman  Ludovic  with  the  Scar,' 
said  Quentin.— "  Our  family  names  are  so  common  m 
a  Scottish  house,  that  where  there  is  no  land  m  tht 
case,  we  always  give  a  fo-name.** 

"  A  Ti«iK  de  gverT&,  1  suppose  you  to  mean,"  an- 
swered his  companion ;  "  and  the  man  you  speak  oi, 
we,  I  think,  call  Le  Mialq/rij  trwn  that  scar  on  hb 
foce— a  properman  and  a  QQod  soldier.  IwishlmajT 
be  able  to  help  you  to  an  mterview  with  him,  for  hs 
bekmss  to  a  set  of  gentlemen  whose  duty  is  strict^ 
and  who  do  not  often  come  out  of  garrison,  unlese  'm 
the  uamediate  attendance  on  thelQng's  person. — 
And  now,  young  maUi  answer  me  one  cjuestion,  1 
will  wager  you  are  deanous  to  take  servbe  with  your 
lucie  in  the  Scottish  Guard.  It  is  a  great  thing,  if 
you  propose  so ;  especially  as  you  are  very  young,  and 
some  yean^  experience  is  necessary  for  thenigh  oflea 
whieh  yon  aim  at** 

"  Pernaps  I  may  have  thought  on  some  such  thiiu^** 
said  Durward,  carelessly ;  "  but  if  I  dki,  thefancy  is  off** 

"  How  so,  young  man  1"  sakl  the  Frenchman,  soins^ 
thing  sternly--*'  Do  you  speak  thus  of  a  charge  wmdi . 
the  most  noble  of  your  countiymen  feel  themselvci 
emulous  to  be  admitted  tot" 

"  I  wish  them  joy  of  it,"  eaid  ^uentin,  composedly, 
— " To  speak  plam,  I  should  have  hked  the  servieeoi 
the  Prench  King  mil  well }  only,  dress  me  as  fine, 
and  feed  me  as  high  as  irou  will,  I  love  the  open  aif 
better  than  bemg  shut  tip  in  a  cage  or  a  swallow's  nest 
yonder,  as  you  call  these  same  8[rated  pepper-boxes. 
Besides,''  he  added,  in  a  lower  voice,  "  to  speak  tnilM, 
I  fove  not  the  Casde  when  the  eovin-tree*bean  SQOh 
acorns  as  I  see  yonder." 

"  I  guess  what  you  mean,"  said  the  Fkenchmatt  t    ' 
''but  speak  yet  more  plaisly." 

"To  speak  more  plainly,  then,"  said  the  yoat^ 
"  there  growa  a  fav  oak  some  flight-shot  or  so  frsm 
yonder  Castle— and  on  that  oak  hangs  a  man  in  « 
gray  jerkin,  anch  as  this  which  I  wear." 

"  Ay  and  indeed  I"  said  the  man  of  Pranoo— "  Pw- 
muM-aieu  /  see  what  h  is  to  have  youihftil  eyes  1  Why, 
I  did  see  something,  but  only  took  it  for  a  rav«a 
among  the  branches.  But  the  sight  is  no  way  strange^ 
young  man ;  when  the  summer  fades  into  antumn, 
and  moonlight  nights  are  long,  and  roads  beooms 
unsafe,  you  will  see  a  cluster  of  ten,  ay  of  twenty 
such  acorns,  hanging  on  that  old  doddared  oak.— 
But  what  then  1— they  are  so  many  bannera  display* 
ed  to  scare  knaves  ;  and  for  each  rogue  that  hangs 
there^  an  honest  man  may  reckon  that  there  is  a  thiei; 
a  traitor,  a  robber  on  the  highway,  npiUeur  and  op- 
pressor of  the  people,  the  fewer  m  France.  These, 
young  man,  are  signs  of  our  Sovereign's  jusuoe." 

**  I  wottkl  have  hung  them  fiirther  from  my  palaos^ 
though,  were  I  King  Louis,"  said  the  youth.— '^  In  my 
cotmtry,  we  hang  up  dead  corbies  where  living  corbies 
haunt,  but  not  in  our  gardens  or  pigeon-houses.  The 
very  scent  of  the  carrion— faugh— reached  my  nos- 
trils at  the  distance  where  we  stood." 

"  If  you  live  to  be  an  honest  and  loyal  servant  of 
your  Prince,  my  good  youth,"  answered  the  Prenoll- 
man,  "  you  will  know  there  is  no  perfume  to  match 
the  scent  of  a  deai  traitor." 

"  I  shall  never  mlih  to  live  till  I  lose  the  scent  of  my 
nostrils  of  the  sight  of  my  eyes,"  said  the  Soot — 
"  Show  me  a  living  traitor,  and  here  are  my  hand  and. 
my  weapon ;  but  when  life  is  out,  hatred  should  no 
hve  longer.— But  here,  I  fancy,  we  come  upon  the  nil 

*Th0lan«ti«ein  fWmtofa  fleoctiih QuUa,  wMVHDtHmM' 
called  M.   It  is  difflcalt  to  trace  ttao  derivation ;  but  at  that  <Ma« 
tanoa  tnm  the  caatte,  the  laird  received  gveitaornjilc,  sad  Ikr 
ther  ha  eoavufed  tbeKi  oo  their  icpartttre. 
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la^B :  where  I  hope  to  show  yoo  that  neTtfaer  dudcing 
nor  oisgust  b«ve  spoiled  mine  wpetite  for  my  break- 
htpt.  So,  my  good  Iriend,  to  toe  hoetehie,  with  all 
the  speed  you  may.— YeL  ere  I  accept  of  your  hoepi- 
tality.  let  me  know  by  what  name  to  call  you."  ' 

**  Men  call  me  Maitre  Pierre,"  answered  nis  compa- 
nion.—" I  deal  in  no  titles.  A  plain  man,  that  can 
live  on  mine  own  good— that  is  my  des^ation." 

"  So  be  it,  Maitre  Pierre^"  said  CLuentm,  "  and  I  am 
happy  my  good  chance'  has  thrown  us  together ;  for 
I  want  a  word  of  seasonable  advioe,  and  can  be  thank- 
fiil  for  it." 

While  they  spoke  thusj  the  tower  of  the  church,  and 
a  tall  wooden  crucifix,  rising  above  the  trees,  showed 
that  they  were  at  the  entrance  of  the  village. 

But  Maitre  Pierre,  deflecting  a  little  from  the  road, 

which  had  now  joined  an  open  and  public  causeway, 

said  to  his  companion,  that  the  inn  to  which  he  in* 

^    tended  to  mtroduce  him  stood  somewhat  secluded, 

•  awl  received  only  the  better  sort  of  travellers. 

.If  you  mean  those  who  travel  with  the  better- 
fiOed  purses,"  answered  the  Soot,  "I  am  none  of  the 
number,  and  will  rather  stand  my  chance  of  your 
flayers  on  the  highway,  than  of  your  flayers  in  the 
hostelrie!" 

^^  PasqvLtt-ditur  said  his  guide,  "how  cautious 
your  countrymen  of  Scotland  are  I  An  Englishman, 
now,  throws  himself  headlong  into  a  tavern,  eats  and 
drinks  of  the  best,  and  never  thinks  of  the  reckoning 
till  his  belly  is  full.  But  you  forget.  Master  Quentin, 
•inoe  Qiientin  is  your  naroc^  vou  forget  I  owe  you  a 
breakfast  for  the  wetting  which  my  mistake  procured 
you— It  is  the  penance  of  my  offence  towards  you." 

*'  In  truth,"  said  the  light-hearted  young  man.  "  I 
had  forgot  wetting,  ofTence,  and  penance  and  all.  I 
have  walked  my  clothes  dry,  or  nearly  so,  but  I  will 
not  refuse  your  offer  in  kindness ;  for  my  dinner 

?ifitenlay  was  a  light  one,  and  supper  I  had  none, 
ou  seem  an  old  and  respectable  burgess,  and  I  see 
no  reason  why  I  should  not  accept  your  courtesy." 

The  Frenchman  smiled  aside,  for  he  saw  plainly 
that  the  youth,  while  he  was  probably  half  famished, 
'  had  yet  some  difficulty  to  reconcile  himself  to  the 
thoughts  of  feeding  at  a  stranger's  cost,  and  was  en- 
deavouring to  subdue  his  inward  pride  by  the  reflect 
tioBi  that,  in  sueh  slight  obligauons,  the  acceptor 
performed  as  complaisant  a  part  as  he  bv  whom  the 
ooortesy  was  offered. 

In  the  meanwhile  they  descended  a  narrow  lane, 
overshadowed  by  tall  elras^  at  the  bottom  of  which 
a  gateway  admitted  them  uito  ^e  court- vard  of  an 
ma  of  unusual  magnitude,  calculated  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  iioules  and  suitors  who  had  business 
at  the  neighbouring  Castle,  where  very  seldom,  and 
only  when  such  hospitality  was  altogether  unavoid- 
able, did  Louis  XI.  permit  any  of  his  Court  to  have 
tpartmenta.  A  scutcheon,  bearing  the  Jteur-de-ly^, 
nuM  over  the  principal  door  of  the  large  irregular 
ouilding ;  but  there  was  about  the  yard  and  the  ofiices 
«ittle  or  none  of  the  bustle  which  in  those  days,  when 
attendants  were  maintained  both  in  public, and  in 
private  houses,  marked  that  business  was  alive,  and 
custom  plenty.  It  seemed  as  if  the  stern  and  unsocial 
character  of  tne  roval  mansion  in  the  neighbourhood 
had  communicated  a  portion  ofits  solemn  and  ter- 
rific gloom  even  to  a  place  designed,  according  to 
universal  custom  elsownerc,  for  the  temple  of  social 
indul9ence..merry  society,  and  good  cheer. 

Maitre  Pierre,  without  calling  any  one,  and  even 
without  approaching  the  principal  entrance,  lifted  the 
latch  of  a  side  door,  ana  led  the  way  into  a  large 
raom,  where  a  fagot  was  blazing  on  the  hearth,  and 
Bxnjusements  made  for  a  substantial  breakfast. 

"  My  gossip  has  been  careful,"  said  the  French- 
man to  the  Scot—"  You  must  be  cold,  and  I  have 
ommanded  a  fire;  you  must  be  hungry,  and  you 
shall  have  breakfast  presently." 

He  whistled,  and  the  landlord  entered,— answered 
Maitie  Pierre's  ban  jour  with  a  reverence,— but  in  no 
resnect  showed  any  part  of  the  prating  humour  pro- 
perly belonging  to  a  French  publican  of  all  ages. 

"  1  ezpected^a  gentleman,"  said  Maitre  Pierre,  **  to 
order  breakfast— Hath  he  done  so  ?" 
.  In  answer,  the  landlord  only  bowed;  and  while 


he  continued  to  bring,  and  anange  upon  the  tiUe, 
the  various  articles  or  a  comfortable  meal,  omicted  to 
extol  their  merits  by  a  single  word.  Ajk)  yet  ths 
breakfast  merited  such  eulogiums  as  French  hoeti 
are  wont  to  confer  upon  their  regalea,  as  the  reada 
will  be  mfbrmed  in  the  next  Chapter. 

CHAPTER   IV. 

THi  Duavwaa. 

Sund  beaven  I  what  mutieaton  i  what  brvad  I 

rorkttTtmtiL 

Wb  left  our  young  atranger  in  France  simated  mora 
comfortably  than  he  had  found  himself  since  enter' 
ing  the  territories  of  the  ancient  Gauls.  The  break- 
fast,  as  we  hinted  in  the  conclusion  of  the  last  Cha^ 
ter,  was  admirable.  There  was  a  paU  di  Perigord^ 
over  which  a  gastronome  would  have  wished  to  ht 
and  die,  like  Homer's  lotus-eaters,  forgetful  of  iis, 
native  country,  and  all  social  obligations  wbatercr. 
If 8  vast  walls  of  magnificent  crust  aeemed,  raised  like 
the  bulwarks  of  some  rich  metropolitan  city,  in  eoh 
blem  of  the  wealth  which  they  are  designed  is  pn>* 
tect.  There  was  a  delicate  ragout,  with  just  that 
peiU  point  de  fail  which  Gascons  love,  and  Scottish- 
men  do  not  hate.  There  waa,  besides,  a  delicate 
ham,  which  had  once  supported  a  noble  wild  boar  in 
the  neighbouring  wood  of  Alountrichart.  Tlieie  wai 
the  nipst  exquisite  white  bread,  made  into  little  rooM 
k>aves  called  bcule*^  (whence  the  bakers  took  tkeir 
French  name  of  haulanfm^)  of  which  the  cnist  «u 
so  inviting  that,  even  with  water  alone,  it  wonld  havt 
been  a  delicacy.  But  the  water  was  not  alea^  ,fir 
there  was  a  flask  of  leather  called  frotfrm^  wiua 
contained  about  a  ^uart  of  exquisite  Vin  dt  Anht. 
So  many  good  things  mi^t  have  created  appMtt 
under  the  ribs  of  death.  What  efTect,  then,  bim 
they  have  produced  upon  a  youngster  of  nm 
twenty,  who  (for  the  truth  must  be  told)  badtitn 
little  for  the  two  last  days,  save  the  scarodjupe 
fruit  which  chance  aflbrded  him  an  oppoTtiiuntt 
plucking,  and  a  very  moderate  portion  of  6inet- 
bread  1  He  threw  himself  upon  the  ragout,  andpa 
plate  was  presently  vacant— he  attacked  thenii^ 
pasty,  marched  deep  into  the  bowels  of  the  land,  and, 
seasoning  his  enormous  meal  with  an  oecasiooal  cv 
of  wine,  returned  to  the  charge  again  and  again,  to 
the  astonishment  of  mine  host,  and  the  amuaemeat 
of  Maitre  Pierre. 

The  latter,  indeed,  probably  because  he  found  mm- 
self  the  author  of  a  kinder  action  than  he  had  tboeght 
of,  seemed  delighted  with  the  appetite  of  the  yW 
Soot;  and  when,  at  length,  he  observed  that  ha 
exertions  began  to  languisn,  endeavoured  to  stimulatt 
him  to  now  eflbrta,  by  ordering  conlectiDns,  darkia, 
and  any  other  light  dainties  he  could  think  of  to  en- 
tice the  youth  to  continue  his  meal.  While  inua  fa- 
gaged,  Maitre  Pierre's  countenance  expressed  a  kind 
of  good  humour  almost  amounting  to  benevolence 
which  appeared  remote  from  its  ordinary  ahaiR 
caustic,  and  severe  character.  Tlie  aged  almost  al- 
ways sympathize  with  the  enjoyments  of  youth,  ai» 
with  its  exertions  of  every  kind,  when  the  mind  of 
the  snectator  rests  on  its  natural  poise,  and  la  not 
disturoed  by  inward  envy  or  idle  cniulotion. 

Quentin  Durward  afso,  while  thus  agreeably  ein« 
ployed,  could  do  no  otherwise  ihari  discover  that  the 
countenance  of  his  entertainer,  which  he  had  at  first 
found  so  unprepossessing,  mended  when  it  was  weo 
under  the  influence  of  the  Vin  de  Staulnt^  and  tliere 
was  kindness  in  the  tone  with  which  he  reproaHiw 
Maitre  Pierre,  that  he  amused  himself  with  laiifning 
at  his  appetite,  without  eating  any  thing  himmf. 

"  I  am  doing  penance,'*  said  Maitre  Pierre,  and 
may  not  eat  any  thing  before  noon,  save  some  core- 
fiture  and  a  cup  of  water.— Bid  yonder  lady,  w 
added,  turning  to  the  innkeeper,  "  bring  them  hitba 
to  me."  .      _ 

Tlie  innkeeper  left  the  r(x>m,  and  Mmtre  Piena 
proceeded,—"  Well,  have  I  kept  faith  with  you  con- 
cerning the  breakfast  I  promised  vou  ?"  , 

"  The  best  incal  I  have  eaten,"  aakl  the  yoatti 
"  since  I  left  Gl«n-l;oulakiii." 


tni^.V9A 


QTONfOf  0IIEW4RD. 


'19 


"Qlen-^hatr'  demanded  Maitre  Pierre:  "are 
rou  going  to  raise  the  deTil,  that  you  use  euch  long- 
ailed  worde  ?''  .    ^    .  ,    ^        .  J, 

"  Glen-houlakin,"  answered  Quentin.  good-ba- 
Qoaiedly,  "  which  is  to  eay,  the  Glen  of  Uie  Midgea, 
B  the  name  of  our  ancient  patrimony,  my  good  sir. 
Ton  have  bought  the  fight  to  laugh  at  the  eound,  if 

"  I  have  not  the  least  intention  to  offend,"  said  the 
tid  man  i  "  but  I  was  about  to  say,  eiace  you  like 
our  present  meal  so  well,  that  the  Scottish  Archers 
•f  the  guard  eat  as  good  a  one,  or  a  better,  evenr  day.'' 

"  No  wonder,"  said  Ourward,  '*  for  if  they  be  shut 
IP  in  the  MtnUaw'  tu^U  all  n^ht,  they  must  needs 
kave  a  curious  appetite  in  the  mominff."    , 

*'  And  plenty  to  cratify  it  upon,"  said  Maitre  Pierre. 
'  They  need  not,  like  the  Burgundmns,  chouse  a  bwe 
tack,  that  they  may  have  a  full  bdly— they  dress  like 
Dunts,  and  fieast  like  abboie." 

**  It  IS  well  for  themi"  said  Ourward.        .     ^ 

"  And  wherefore  will  you  not  take  service  here, 
oune  man  1  Your  uncle  might,  I  dare  say,  have 
«u  placed  on  the  file  when  there  should  a  vacancy 
>ccur.  And,  hark  in  your  ear,  I  myself  have  some 
ittle  interest,  and  might  be  of  some  use  to  you.  You 
!an  ride,  I  presume,  as  well  as  draw  the  bow  ?" 

''  Our  race  are  as  good  horsemen  as  ever  put  a 
ilated  shoe  into  a  steel  stirrup ;  and  I  know  not  but 

might  accept  of  your  kind  offer.  Yet,,  look  you, 
ood  and  raiment  are  needfhl  things,  but,  m  nay  .case, 
nen  think  of  honour,  and  advancement,  and  brave 
ieeds  of  arms.  Your  Kmg  Louis— God  bless  him, 
or  he  is  a  friend  and  aliy  of  Scotland— but  he  lies 
kere  in  this  castle,  or  only  rides  about  from  one  for- 
ifieJ  town  to  another;  and  gains  cities  and  proym* 
ee  by  poUtic  embassies,  and  not  in  fair  fightms. 
^ow,  for  me;  I  am  of  the  Douglasses'  mmd.  whoal- 
vays  kept  the  fieUs,  becauso  they  k>ved  better  to 
letr  the  lark  sing  than  the  mouse  squMk."       . 

'*  Young  man/'  sekl  Maitre  Pierre,  "do  not  judge 
00  rashly  of  the  actKHis  of  sovereigns.  Louis  seeks 
e  sparo  the  blood  of  his  subjects,  and  cares  not  for 
lis  own.  He  showed  hinuielf  a  man  of  courage  at 
tlontl'hery." 

"  Ay,  but  that  was  some  doxen  years  uo  or  more," 
inswered  the  youth.—"  |  should  like  to  follow  a  mas- 
er  that  would  keep  his  honour  ss  bright  ss  his 
ihield,  and  always  voiture  foremost  m  the  yery 
hrong  of  the  battle."  .     ^ 

"  Why  did  you  not  tarry  at  Brusssls,  then,  with 
he  Duke  of  Burgundy?  He  would  put  yon  in  the 
vay  to  have  your  bones  broken  everjrttiflr;  and, 
Itther  than  fait  would  do  the  job  for  you  himself— 
specially  if  he  heard  that  you  had  beaten  bis  fo- 
ester."  * 

"  Very  tTue^"  said  ^uentin ;  "  my  unhappy  chance 
kss  shut  that  door  against  me."   ,    .,     ^       ,     . , 

"  Nay,  there  are  plenty  of  dare-devils  abroad,  with 
rhom  mad  youngsters  may  find  service,"  said  his 
dviser.  "  What  think  you,  for  example,  of  Wilham 
elaMarckl" 

"  What!"  exclaimed  Durward,  "  serve  Him  with 
be  Beard— serve  the  wild  Boar  of  Ardennes—a  cap- 
ain  of  pillagers  and  murderers,  who  would  take  a 
lan's  life  for  the  value  of  his  gaberdine,  and  who 
lays  priests  and  pilgrims  as  if  ihey  were  so  many 
iDce-knights  and  men-at-rarms?  It  would  be  a 
lot  on  my  father's  scutcheon  for  ever.''    . 

**  Well,  mv  young  hot-blood,"  replied  MaitrePierre, 

if  you  hoki  the  Sanglier  too  unscrupuloufl,  where- 
>Te  not  follow  the  young  Duke  of  Gueldres?  •     . 

'  Follow  the  foul  fiend  as  soon."  said  Cloentm. 

Hark  in  your  ear— he  is  a  burden  too  heavy  for 
Etrth  to  carry— heH  gapes  for  him !  Men  say  that 
•Thl«  wit  AdolphiM,  MQ  sjf  ArwoW  and  of  Catherjiie  de 
ivvflKNi.  The  piMMt  itorr  baa  little  ta  do  with  him.  thoufh 
iM  of  th«  moat  atr^eious  ehanctera  of  hii  tima.  H«  mada  war 
ninxthia  (hther;  in  which  annaturai  itrife  ha  made  Uia  old 
aan  pfiaonar,  and  uaad  him  with  the  moat  brutal  violonop.  pro* 
eeding.  <t  ia  «aid.  avon  to  the  lenath  of  ttriking  him  with  hia 
land.  Arnold,  in  raeantment  of  this  uMfe.  d  isinharited  the  un- 
viocipiad  wretch,  and  aold  to  Chorloe  of  Burfundy  wliatavar 
iffhta  ha  had  over  Uia  duoh/  of  Oucldres  and  earldom  of  Zut- 
ihen.  Marr  of  Burftindr,  dauahter  of  Charle*.  raatored  thesa 
NMaaaiiooi  to  tlw  SBnaUiml  Adolphaa,  who  waa  tlajD  in  Uie 
raw  1477. 


he  kesps  his  own  £itAr  imprisonsd,  and  that  he  hts 
even  struck  him^-Oan  vou  believe  it  ?" 

Maitre  Pierre  ssemed  somewhat  disconcerted  with 
the  naive  horror  with  which  the  young  Scotsmaa 
spoke  of  filial  ingratitude,  and  he  answered.  "  Yoit 
know  not,  young  man,  how  short  a  while  the  iiAa- 
tions  of  blood  subsists  among  those  of  elevated  rank;" 
then  changed  the  tone  of  feehng  in  whicli  he  had 
benn  to  speak,  and  added,  gayly,  "besides,  if  the 
Duke  has  beaten  his  father,  I  warrant  you  his  father 
bath  beaton  him  of  old,  so  it  is  but  a  clearing  of 


I  marvel  to  bear  you  speak  thus,"  sakl  tlie  Scot, 
eolounng  with  indignation;  "(?rey  hairs  such  as 
foura  ought  to  have  fitter  subjects  for  jesting.  If 
the  old  Duke  did  beat  his  son  m  childhood,  he  beat 
him  not  enough;  for  better  he  had  died  under  ttie 
rod,  than  have  hved  to  make  the  Christian  world 
ashamed  that  such  a  monster  had  ever  been  bap- 
tiled." 

**  At  this  rate,"  said  Maitre  Pierre,  '*  as  you  weigh 
the  eharacters  of  esch  f>rince  and  leader,  I  think  you 
had  better  become  a  captain  vourself;  for  where  will 
one  so  wise  find  a  chieftain  nt  to  command  him  T'  , 

**You  laugh  at  me,  Maitre  Pierre,"  said  the  youth, 
good-humoucedty,  "and  perhaps  you  are  right;  bat 
you  have  not  named  a  man  wh9  is  a  gallant  leader, 
and  keeps  a  breve  party  op  here  under,  whom  a  man 
muht  seek  service  well  enough." 
I  cannot  guess  whom  you  mean." 

'^Why,  he  that  hangs  like  Mahomet's  coffin  (a 
curse  be  upon  Mahomet  J)  between  the  two  load- 
stones—he that  no  man  can  call  either  French  or 
Burgnn(fian,  but  who  knows  to  hold  the  balance  be- 
tween them  both,  and  makes  both  of  them  fear  and 
fe  him,  for  as  great  princes  as  they  be." 
I  cannot  guess  whom  you  mean,"  said  Maitis 
Pierre,  thoughtfully. 

"  Why,  whom  should  I  mean  but  the  noble  Louis 
de  Luxembourg,  Count  of  Saint  Paul,  the  High  Con- 
stable of  France  1  Yonder  he  makes  his  place  good, 
with  his  gallant  little  army,  holding  his  head  as  high 
as  either  King  Louis  or  Duke  Charles,  and  balan- 
cing between  them,  like  the  boy  who  stands  on  the 
midst  of  a  plank,  while  two  othere  are  swinging  on 
the  opposite  ends.'*t 

"He  is  in  danger  of  the  worst  fall  of  the  three," 
sakl  Maitre  Pierre.  "  And  bark  ye,  my  young  frieno, 
you  who  hold  pillaging  such  a  crime,  do  you  know 
that  your  politic  Count  of  Saint  Paul  was  the  tint 
who  set  the  example  of  burning  the  country  during 
the  time  of  war?  and  that  before  the  shameful  de- 
vastation which  he  committed,  open  towns  and  vil- 
lages, which  made  no  resistance,  were  spared  on  all 

**Nay,  fiiilh,"  said  Durward,  "if  that  be  the  case, 
I  shall  begin  to  think  no  one  of  these  cretit  men  is 
much  better  than  another,  and  that  a  choice  among 
them  is  but  like  choosing  a  tree  to  be  hung  upon. 
But  this  Count  do  Saint  Paul,  this  constable^  hath 
possessed  himself  by  clean  conveyance  of  the  town 
which  takes  its  name  from  my  honoured  saint  aiid 
patron.  Saint  Q.uentin,"t  (here  he  crossed  himself;) 
^*and  methinks,  were  I  dwelling  there,  my  holy  pa- 
tron would  keep  some  look-out  for  me— bo  has  not 
BO  many  named  after  him  as  your  more  oopular 
saints— snd  yet  he  must  have  forgotten  me,  poor 
Quentin  Durward,  his  spiritual  god-son,  since  he  lets 
me  go  one  day  without  food,  and  leaves  me  the  next 
morning  to  the  harbourage  of  Saint  Julian,  and  the 
chance  courtesy  of  a  stranger,  purchased  by  a  duck- 
ing in  the  renowned  river  Cher,  or  one  of  its  tributa- 
ri^" 

"Blaspheme  not  the  saints,  my  young  friend," 

t  Tiiia  part  of  Louii  XltMli  roifn  waa  much  embarraMad  b/ 
the  iotrisuaa  of  tha  ConSWNe  St.  Paul,  who  affected  lodepend* 
enae,  and  carried  on  intncaee  with  Enttland,  Franca,  and  Bar> 
gnndr,  at  the  aama  time.  According  to  the  luual  fhta  of  tuch 
variable  politisians,  ^\^%  Cooilahlo  ended  by  drawtns  opoo  htm- 
wlf  thaanirooutx  of  all  Uie  powertVil  naighbouni  wlmm  lie  bad 
in  their  turn  omuaed  and  deceived.  He  waa  del  i\'or8d  op  by  lbs 
Dalco  of  Bnrrindy  to  Uia  Kin;  of  Franca,  tried,  and  haatilr 
executed  for  treason,  a.  d.  14T5.  ^ «  .     ^        ,     .. 

I  It  waf  br  hit  poBnenion  of  this  town  of  Saint  Qunotin  that 
the  Conitable  wa»  able  to  carry  on  thoM  pohl  aal  iotrifset 
whiefa  finailf  coat  hiui  ao  dear. 


QOESIfIN  DMWiRD. 
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'  Mdd  Maifre  Pierre.    "Sttnt  Alkn  it  the  futhiul  pa- 
tron of  travellers;  and,  peradventoro,  the  blessed 
,  Saint  Quentin  had  done  more  and  better  for  thee 
than  thoa  art  aware  of." 

As  he  spoke,  the  door  opened,  and  a  girl,  rather 
above  than  under  fifteen  yean  old.  entered  with  a 
platter  covered  with  damask,  on  which  was  placed 
a  small  saucer  of  the  diied  pimns  which  have  always 
added  to  the  reputation  of  Tours,  and  a  oup  of  toe 
curiously  chased  plate  which  the  goldsmiths  of  that 
city  were  anciently  famous  for  executing  with  a  deli- 
cacy of  workmanship  that  dtstinguished  them  from 
the  other  cities  of  JFVanee,  and  even  excelled  the  skill 
of  the  meiropolis.  The  form  of  the  goblet  was  so 
elegant,  that  Durward  thought  not  of  observing 
closely  whether  the  material  was  of  silver,  or,  like 
what  had  been  placed  before  himself^  of  a  baser 
metal  but  so  well  buroiahed  as  to  resemble  the  rich- 
er ore. 

But  the  sight  of  the  young  person  by  whom  this 
service  was  executed,  attracted  Durwara's  attention 
Ur  more  than  the  petty  minutiai  of  the  duty  which 
abe  performed. 

He  speedily  made  the  discovery,  that  a  ^vantitjr  of 
Ions  black  tresses,  which,  in  the  maiden  fhshion 
of  Eis  own  country^  were  unadorned  by  any  oraa« 
ment,  except  a  single  chaplet  ll^tly  woven  out  of 
ivv  leavei^  formed  a  veil  around  a  oountettanoe, 
which,  in  its  regular  features,  dark  eyes,  and  pen«ve 
expression,  resembled  that  of  Melpomene,  thouah 
fhere  was  a  fiiint  glow  on  the  cheek,  and  an  inteUi* 
gence  on  the  lips  and  in  the  eye,  which  made  it  seem 
that  gaye.tv  was  not  foreign  to  a  countenance  so  ex- 
pressive, although  it  might  not  be  its  most  habitual 
expression.  Q,uenun  even  thought  he  could  discern 
that  depressing  circumstances  were  the  cause  why  a 
countenance  so  young  and  so  lovel /  was  graver  than 
belong  to  early  beauty ;  and  as  the  romantki  tma- 
ginauon  of  youth  is  rapid  in  drawing  conciueions 
vom  cliffht  premises,  he  was  pleased  to  iniisr,  from 
M*hat  follows,,  that  the  fate  of  this  beautiful  viako 
was  wrapped  m  silence  and  mystery,. 

"  How  now,  Jacqueline  I"  saw  Maitre  Pierre,  whan 
riie  entered  the  apartment— "  Wherefore  this 7  Did 
I  not  desire  that  I)arae  Perotte  should  bring  what  I 
vrvintedl— Pasques-dieu!— la  shBt  or  doomm  think 
herself^  too  good  to  serve  me  1" 

"  Hy  kinswoman  is  ill  at  ease,'*  answered  Jfaeque* 
line,  in  a  hurried  yet  an  humble  tone ;  "  ill  at  ease,  and 
keeps  hei  chamber." 

"  She  keeps  it  alone^  I  hope?"  replied  Maitre 
Pierre,  with  some  emphasis ;    "I  am  vm^  rouiUr^ 

and  none  of  those  upon  whom  feigned  disorders 

for  apoloKies." 

Jacquelme  turned  pale,  and  even  tottered  at  the 
answer  of  Maitre  Pici;re:  for  it  must  be  owned,  that 
his  voice  and  lookflk  at  all  times  harsh,  caustic,  and 
unplcasing,,  had,  when  he  expressed  anger  or  suqpi- 
don^  an  einect  both  sinister  and  alarming.  . 

The  mountain  chivalry  of  Gtuentin  Durward  was 
instantly  awakened,  and  he  hastened  to  approadi 
Jacquebne,  and  relieve  her  of  the  burden  she  bore, 
and  which  she  passively  resigned  to  him,  while  with 
a  timid  and  anxious  look,  she  watched  the  counte- 
nance of  the  angry  burgess.  It  was  not  in  nature  to 
resist  the  piercing  and  pity-craving  expressbn  of  her 
looks,  and  Maitre  Pierre  proceeded,  not  merely  wiUi 
an  9xt  of  diminished  displeasure^  but  with  as  much 
gentleness  as  he  could  assume  m  countenance  and 
manner,  "I  blame  not  thee^  Jacqueline,  and  thou 
art  too  young  to  be— what  it  is  pity  to  think  thou 
must  be  one  day— a  false  and  treacherous  thing,  like 
the  rest  of  thy  giddy  sex.  No  man  ever  lived  to 
man's  estate  but  he  had  the  opportunity  to  know 
vou  all.*  Here  is  a  Scottish  cavalier  wul  tell  you 
the  same." 

'Jacquehne  lOoked  for  an  instant  on  the  young 
stranger,  as  if  to  obey  Maitre  Pierre,  but  the  elanoe, 
momentary  as  it  was,  apoeared  to  Durward  a  pa- 
thetic appeal  to  him  for  support  and  sympathy;  and 
^  with  the  promptitude  dicuted  by   the  feelings  of 

*  It  was  •  part  of  Louia's  verr  unamiabla  character,  and  not 
tna  belt  part  of  it,  that  he  entortaincd  a  great  contempt  for  the 
aalantanding,  and  oot  leaa  for  tho  ebaacter,  of  Um  fiur  aas. 


youth,  end  the  nrniantie  nneratiion  for  the 

sex  inspired  bv  his  educatbn.  he  answered  hastS); 
"That  he  would  throw  down  his  gage  to  any  ajitag»- 
nist,  of  equal  rank  and  equal  age,  who  should  pi»> 
sumo  to  say  such  a  countenance^  as  that  which  hs 
now  looked  upon,  could  be  animated  by  or  her  than 
the  purest  and  die  truest  mind." 

The  young  woman  grew  deadly  pale,  and 
apprehensive  glance  upon  Maitre  Pierre,  in  ^. 
the  bravado  oi  the  young  gallant  seemed  only  to  < 
die  laughter,  more  sconuul  than  sppiausive.  Qam- 
tin,  whose  second  thoughts  fsnenuly  ootneeicd  the 
6nt,  though  sometimes  alter  tbey  hsd  Iband  utter- 
ance, blushed  deeply  at  having  uttered  what  migllii 
be  construed  mto  sn  empty  boast,  in  pnmeact  il 
an  okl  man  of  a  peaceful  profession ;  and,  an  a  son 
of  lust  and  appropriate  penance,  leeolved  paiientkis 
submit  to  the  ridicule  which  he  had  incnrred.  Hi 
otlered  the  cup  and  trencher  to  Maitre  Pierre  wiih  a 
blush  in  his  cheek,  and  a  humiHatMa  of  oovnte 
whk:h  endeavoured  to  disguise  itself  uadcr  an « 
rassed  smile. 

"  You  are  a  Ibolieh  yoang  man/*  said  Maittv  Pi«ia 

and  know  as  httle  of  won^en  as  of  priaees^— when 
hearts^"  he  said,  creasing  himself  devoutly,  *^Gao 
kea>s  m  bis  rwht  hand." 

*^And  who  keeps  those  of  the  wcmcD,  tlien  T*  sni 
Quentin,  resolved,  if  he  could  help  it,  not  to  be  bent 
down  by  the  assumed  superiority  of  thin  eanansi 
nsry  old  man,  whoae  loftr  ahd  carelesa  manner  pss> 
sessed  en  infloencs  over  Bin  of  which  lio  fielt  asha- 
med. 

***!  am  afrakl  yoa  must  ask  of  tbcia  ia  anoAn 
quarter,"  sak!  Maitre  Pierra,  composedly. 

C^entui  was  again  reboned,  but  not  ntterir  As- 
concerted.    "  Surely,"  he  ssid  to  himsaU;  ^I  do  aa; 
pay  this  same  burgess  of  Toara  ^  the  dtifaspci 
wpich  I  yield  him,  on  account  of  the  nusmUesUi- 
gation  of  a  breakfast,  though  it  was  a  right  ^osd  ssd 
substantial  meal.    Dogs  and  hawka  axvaMcfaedbf 
feediog  only— man  must  hsTC  kiadneasa  iCyos  wodd 
bind  mm  with  the  cords  of  afiectwn  and  sttasisaa. 
But  he  is  an  extraordinary  parson;  and  that  bcasA- 
ful  emanation  that  is  even  now  vanishing   mmkf  a 
thing  so  fidr  bekmgs  not  to  this  mean  place,  hdonn 
not  even  to  the  money-gathering  meroiant  hnnanC 
though  he  seems  to  exert  aathority  orer  hcr^  ai 
doubtless  he  does  over  all  whom  chance  brings  ww- 
in  his  litde  circle.    It  is  wonder&l  what  ideaa  of  can- 
sequence  theae  Flemmgs  and  Vifenchmen  attach  is 
wealth— so  much  more  than  weaitli  deacrrc^  ifaat! 
suppole  this  oU  merchant  thinks  tlic  eivflitv  I  pay  » 
his  age  is  given  to  hia  moaey—I,  a  Seottiso  sends- 
roan  of  blood  and  coat-armoor,  and  he  a  meciiaBie 
of  Tourel" 

Such  were  the  thoughts  which  haatfljr  uawwsed 
the  mind  of  young  Durward;  while  Maitre  Piena 
said,  with  a  smile,  and  at  the  same  time  patiiBg 
Jacqueline's  head,  from  whk;h  hung  down  her  long 
14  Yjjjj  young  man  will  serve  me^  Jacqneiae— 


thou  mayst  withdraw.  I  will  toll  thy ... 
woman  she  does  ill  to  Mpose  thee  to 
unnecessarily." 

"It  was  only  to  wait  on  you,"  aaid  the 
"I  trust  you  will  not  be  displsasied  with  my 
man,  smce"— — 

"/'osTUM-dieur'  said  tiie  merchanC, ^ , 

her,  but  not  hardily,  "do  you  bandy  words  with  bbs^ 

Cbret.  or  stay  you  to  gass  upon  the  yoonKSGer 
7~-BeKone~-he  is  nobler  and  his  aervieaa  w^ 
suffice  me.^ 

Jacqueline  vanished;  and  so  mndi  was  Qoentia 
Durward  interested  in  her  sudden  disappaarano^ 
that  it  broke  his  previous  thread  of  reAcctnn,  and  ha 
complied  mechanksally,  when  Maitre  Piena  avid,  la 
the  tone  of  one  accustomed  to  he  obeyed,  as  be  l 
himself  carelessly  nnon  a  large  easy-chair,  " 
that  tray  beside  me." 

The  merchant  then  let  his  dark  eyebrows  n. 
his  keen  eyes,  so  that  the  last  beeame  scarce  i 
or  but  shot  forth  occasionally  a  ouick  and  vxvkl  i 
like  those  of  the  sun  setting  behind  a  dark  cloooE 
through  which  iu  beams  are  oceasionaUy  dartsd,  birt 
singly,  aiul  for  an  mstant 
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**That  is  •  beftotifiil  eraatnri^'*  «aid  the  old  man  at 
-^t,  raiatiR  his  head,  and  looking  steadily  and  fbnnly 
at  Uuentia,  when  he  pat  the  question-^"  a  lovely  gin 
to  be  the  aervant  of  an  auberg4?—ehe  might  grace 
the  board  of  an  honest  burgess ;  but  'tis  a  vile  eda- 
catbn,  a  base  origin.'* 

It  sometimee  happens  that  a  chanee  shot  will  do- 
nolish  a  noble  castle  in  the  air.  and  the  architect  on 
•ucb  occasions  entertains  little  good-will  towards 
him  who  fires  it,  although  the  damage  on  the  ofien- 
der's  part  may  be  wholly  aninUmtional.  Q,uantin 
«ras  disconcertod,  and  was  disposed  to  be  angry—he 
himself  knew  not  why— with  this  old  man,  for  ac- 
quainting him  thut  this  beautiful  creature  was  neither 
more  or  less  than  what  her  occupation  announced— 
the  aervant  of  the  aubergt^wa  upper  servant,  indeed, 
•nd  probably  a  niece  of  the  hindlord,  or  such  like} 
but  still  a  domestic,  and  obliged  fo  comply  with  the 
humour  of  tfajB  customers,  and  particularly  of  Maitre 
Pierre^  who  probably  had  sufficiency  of  whims,  and 
was  rich  enoi]^  to  ensure  their  being  attended  to. 

The  thought,  the  lingering  thought,  wain  returned 
on  him,  that  he  ought  to  make  the  old  gentleman 
luiderstand  the  dinerenoe  betwixt  their  conditions, 
and  call  on  him  to  maHc,  that,  how  rich  soever  he 
mifcht  be,  his  wealth  put  him  on  no  level  with  a  Dur- 
ward  of  Glen-hoalakin.  Yet,  whenever  he  looked 
on  Maitre  Pierre's  countenance  with  such  a  purpose, 
there  was,  notwithstanding  the  downcast  look,  pmch- 
ed  features,  and  mean  and  miserly  dress,  something 
which  iBvevented  the  young  man.  from  asserting,  the 
wiperiority  over  the  merchant  which  he  conceived 
himself  tn  possess.  On  the  contrary,  the  oAener  and 
more  fixedly  Qnsntin  looked  at  him,  the  stronger  be« 
eaoM  bis  curiosity  to  knovr  who  or  what  this  man 
actually  was ;  and  he  set  htm  dovm  internally  for  at 
least  a  Sjrndic  or  high  magistrate  of  Tours,  or  one 
'Who  was,  in  some  way  or  other,  in  the  flxli  habit  of 
azacting  and  receiving  deJEBrenoek 

Heantbne,  the  merchant  seemed  i«ain  sunk  mto 
a  reverie,  from  which  he  raiaed  himself  only  to  make 
the  sign  of  the  cross  devoutly,  and  to  eat  some  of  the 
dried  Trui;,  with  a  morsel  of  biscuit.  He  then  signed 
to  Quentm  to  give  bun  the  cup,  adding  however,  by 
way  of  question,  as  he  presented  it—**  You  ate  noble, 
you  say  1" 

"  I  surely  am,"  replied  the  Scot. "  if  fifteen  descents 
can  make  me  so— 80 1  told  yon  before.  But  do  not 
<M>n8tnun  yourself  on  that  account  Maitre  Pierre— I 
have  always  been  taught  it  is  the  duty  of  tl:e  young 
to  assist  toe  more  agea." 

"  An  excellent  maxim."  said  the  merchant  avail- 
ing himself  of  the  youth's  assistance  in  handing  the 
cup,  and  filling  it  from  a  ewer  which  seemed  or  the 
same  materials  with  the  goblet,  without  any  of  those 
SNcruplea  in  point  of  propriety  which,  perhaps,  Q,uen- 
tin  had  expected  to  excite. 

"  The  devit  take  the  ease  and  familiarity  of  this  old 
mechanical  burgher,"  said  Durward  once  more,  to 
himself;  **  he  uses  the  attendance  of  a  noble  Scotush 
fpentleman  with  as  little  ceremony  as  I  would  that  of 
A  ffillie  fipom  Glen-isla." 

The  merchant,  in  the  meanwhile,  having  finished 
hi*  cup  of  water,  said  to  his  companion,  "From  the 
seal  with  which  you  seemed  to  relish  the  Vin  de 
BeauhUj  I  fancy  you  woald  not  care  much  to  pledge 
me  in  this  elemental  liquor.  But  I  have  an  elixir 
i^ut  me  which  can  convert  even  the  rock  water 
hita  the  richest  wines  of  France." 

A  8  he  spokft  he  took  a  lafge  purse  from  his  bosom, 
made  of  the  nir  of  the  sea-otter,  and  streamed  a 
dhower  of  small  silver  pieces  into  the  goblet,  until  the 
om,  wkiofa  was  but  a  small  one,  was  more  than  half 
lull. 

*'  You  hav«  reason  fjo  be  more  thankful,  young 
man,"  said  Maitre  Pierr««,  "both  to  your  patron  Saint 
Ctnentin,  and  to  Saint  Julian,  than  you  seemed  to  be 
but  now.  I  would  advise  yon  to  bestow  alfns  in  their 
name.  Remain  in  this  hostelry  until  you  see  your 
kinsman,  lie  Balafr6,  who  will  be  relieved  ftom  g(uard 
in  the  afternoon.  I  will  cause  him  to  be  acquainted 
that  he  may  find  you  here,  for  I  have  business  m  the 
Casda" 

Uaentia  Dofward  would  have  siid  something  to 
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have  exenaed  himself  from  aoe»tfaig  ^he  profbse 
liberaUtv  of  his  new  friend  {  but  Maitre  Pierre,  bend- 
jng  his  dark  brows,  and  erecting  his  stooping  figure 
into  an  attitude  of  more  dignity  than  he  had  yet  seen 
him  assume,  said,  in  a  tone  or  authority,  '*No  reply, 
young  man,  but  do  what  you  are  commanded." 
,  With  these  words,  he  left  the  apartment,  making  a 
sign,  as  he  departed,  that  Qnentm  must  not  follow 
hixn. 

The  young  Scotsman  stood  astounded,  and  knew 
not  what  to  think  of  the  matter.  Ifis  first  most  pa 
tural,  though  peihaps  not  most  dignified  iropniss^ 
drove  him  to  peep  into  the  silver  gublet,  which  assu- 
redly was  more  than  half  full  of  silver  pieces,  to  iha 
number  of  several  scores^  of  which  perhaps  Quentin 
had  never  called  twenty  his  own  at  one  time  during 
the  course  of  his  whole  life.  But  could  he  reconcile 
it  to  his  dignity  as  a  gentleman,  to  accept  the  money 
of  this  wealthy  plebeian?— Thii  was  a  trying  ques- 
tion ;  for  though  he  had  secured  a  good  breakfast,  if 
was  no  great  reserve  upon  which  to  travel  either  bade 
to  Dijon,  in  case  he  chose  to  hazard  the  wrath,  and 
enter  the  servica  of  the  Duke  of  Buigundy,  or  to  Saint 
Cluentin,  if  he  nxed  on  that  of  the  Constable  Saint 
Paul ;  for  to  one  of  those  powers,  if  not  to  the  King 
of  Prance,  he  was  determined  lo  offer  his  services. 
He  perhaps  took  the  wisest  resolntwn  in  the  circum- 
stances, in  resolving  to  be  guided  by  the  advice  of  his 
uncle:  and,  in  the  meantime,  he  out  the  money  mto 
his  velvet  hawkmg-pouch,  and  called  for  the  landlord 
of  the  house,  in  order  to  restore  the  silver  cup— resol- 
ving, at  the  same  time,  to  ask  him  some  questions 
about  this  liberal  and  authoritative  merchant. 

The  man  of  the  house  appeared  presently ;  and,  if 
not  more  communicative,  was  at  least  more  loqua- 
ekms,  than  he  had  been  formerly.  He  positinaly  de- 
dinea  to  take  back  the  silver  cap.  It  was  none  of 
his,  he  said,  but  Maitre  Pierre's,  who  had  bestowed 
it  on  his  guest.  He  had,  mdeed,  four  silver  hanap^ 
•of  his  own.  which  had  been  left  him  by  his  grand- 
mother, of  happv  memory,  but  no  more  Ime  the  beau- 
tiAil  carving  of  that  in  his  guest's  hand,  than  a  peach 
was  like  a  turnip.— that  was  one  of  the  famous  c«ps 
of  Tonfs.  wrought  by  Martin  Dominique,  an  artist 
who  might  brag  all  Paris. 

"And,  pray,  who  is  this  Msitrs  Pierre,"  said  Dur^ 
wnrd,  interrupting  him,  "who  oonfers  such  valuable 
gifts  on  strangers?" 

"  Who  is  Maitre  Pierre  V*  sud  the  host,  l. 
the  words  as  slowly  from  his  mouth  as  if  he  ha 
distilling  them. 

"Ay,"  said  Durward,  hastihr  and  peremptorily, 
"  who  is  this  Maitre  Pierra  ana  why  does  he  throw 
about  his  bounties  in  this  fashion*? .  And  who  ii  the 
butcherly-looking  ibllow  whom  he  sent  forward  to 
order  breakfast?'* 

"Whv,  fair  sir,  as  to  who  Maitre  Pierre  is,  yoti 
should  have  asked  the  question  of  himself:  and  for 
the  gentleman  who  ordered  breakfhst  to  be  made 
ready,  may  God  keep  us  from  his  closer  acquaintr 
anceP' 

"There  is  something  mysterious  in  all  this."  said 
the  young  Soot  **Thts  Maitre  Piorra  tells  me  he  is  a 
merchant'* 

",And  if  he  told  vou  so^"  sakl  the  innkeeper,  "surely 
he  is  a  merchant" 

"  What  commodities  does  he  deal  in  ?" 

'*  O,  many  a  fair  matter  of  traffic,"  said  the  host  | 
"  and  especially  he  has  s^t  up  silk  manufactories  here, 
which  match  those  rich  bales  that  the  Venetians 
bring  from  India  and  Cathay.  You  might  see  the 
rows  of  Mulberry  trees  as  you  came  hither,  all  planted 
by  Maitre  Pierre's  commands,  to  feed  the  sd!;- 
worms." 

"And  thst  young  person  who  bronglit  in  the  con 
fections,  who  is  she,  my  good  friend  T  said  the  guost. 

"  My  lod^jer,  sir,  witn  her  guardian,  some  sort  of 
aunt  or  kinswoman,  as  I  think,"  replied  the  inn* 
keeper. 

"  And  do  you  usually  employ  your  guests  m  waiting 
on  each  other?"  said  Durward ;  "for  I  observed  that 
Maitre  Pierre  would  take  nothing  from  your  hand,  of 
that  of  your  attendant" 

"Rich  men  may  have  their  fandes,  for  they  eaa- 
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p>y  for  them,"  Rakl  the  landlord ;  "  thi8  is  not  the  fint 
time  tiiat  Mniiro  Pierre  has  fur.nd  the  true  wuy  to 
taake  gcntleColks  eerve  at  his  beck." 

Tile  youn^  ScciLsman  felt  somewhat  offended  at 
the  insuiuation:  but,  disKuisiii;^  his  resentment,  he 
asked  whether  he  could  be  accommodated  with  an 
apartment  at  this  place  for  a  day,  and  perhaps  longer. 
^  " Cer'tainly,"  the  innkeeper  replied:  "for  whatever 
time  he  was  pleased  to  command  it. 

^'  Could  he  be. permitted,'*  he  aaked.  "  to  pay  his  re- 
spects to  the  ladies,  whose  fellow-lodger  he  was  about 
to  become  ?" 

The  innkeeper  was  uncertain.  "They  went  not 
abroad^"  he  said,  "and  received  no  one  at  home." 

"  With  the  exception,  I  presume,  of  Maitrs  Pierre  ?" 
said  Durward. 

"I  am  not  at  liberty  to  name  any  exceptions,"  an- 
swered ilie  man,  firnjly.  but  resi>ectfully.  , 

Q.uentin,  who  carried  the  notions  0/  his  own  im- 
portance pretty  high,  considering  how  destitute  he 
was  of  means  to  support  tliem,  being  somewhat  mor- 
tified by  the  innkecpet  's  reply,  did  not  hesitate  to  avail 
himself  of  a  practice  common  enough  in  that  age. 
"Carry  to  the  ladies,^'  he  said,  "a  flask  of  vemai, 
with  my  humble  duty ;  and  say,  that  Quentin  Dur< 
ward,  of  the  house  of  Glen-houlakin,  a  Scottish  ca- 
valier of  honour,  and  now  their  fellow-lodger,  desires 
the  permission  to  dedicate  his  homage  to  them  in  a 
personal  interview." 

The  messenger  departed,  and  returned,  almost  in- 
stantly, with  the  thanks  of  the  ladies,  who  declined 
the  proffered  refreshment,  and  with  their  acknow- 
ledgments to  the  ScDttish  cavalier,  regretted  that, 
residing  there  in  privacy,  they  could  not  receive  bis 
visit. 

Qu^tin  bit  his  lip,  took  a  cup  of  the  rejected  vef 
not,  wnich  the  host  had  placed  on  the  table.  "  By  the 
masa.  but  this  is  a  stiange  country,"  said  he  to  nim- 
■eli^  where  merchants  and  mechanics  exercise  the 
manners  and  munificence  of  nobles,  and  little  travel- 
ling damsels,  who  hold  their  court  m  a  cabaret^  keep 
theu-  state  like  disxiiised  princesses !  I  will  see  that 
blsfk-browed  maiden  again,  or  it  will  go  hard,  how- 
ever;" and  having  formed  this  prudent  resolution,. he 
demanded  to  be  conducted  to  the  apartment  which 
he  was  to  call  his  own. 

The  landlord  presently  ushered  him  up  a  turret 
staircase,  and  from  thenje  along  a  gallery,  with 
mttny  doors  openinc  firom  it,  like  those  of  cells  in 
a  convent;  a  resemolance  which  our  young  hero, 
who  recollecteo,  with  much  ennui,  an  early  speci- 
men of  a  monastic  life,  was  far  from  admirinfir.  The 
host  paused  at  tho  very  end  of  the  gallery,  selected 
a^key  from  the  large  bunch  which  he  earned  at  his 
girdle,  opened  the  door,  and  showed  his  guest  the 
mterior  of  a  turret-chamber,  small,  indeed,  bat 
which,  beini^  clean  and  solitary,  and  having  the  pal- 
let bed,  and  the  few  articles  of  furniture,  in  unusually 
good  order,  seemed,  on  the  whole,  a  little  palace. 

"  I  hope  vou  will  find  vour  dwelling  agreeable  here, 
fair  sir.  snid  the  landlord.—"  I  am  bound  to  pleasure 
every  rriond  of  Maitre  Pierre." 

"O  huppy  ducking  1"  exclaimed  Quentin  Durward. 
cut  tins  a  cap«;r  on  the  floor,  so  soon  as  his  host  had 
retired :  "Never  came  good  luck  in  a  better  ora  wet ter 
form  I  have  been  fairly  deluged  by  my  good  for- 
tune." 

As  he  spoke  thus,  he  stepped  towards  the  little  win- 
dow, which,  as  the  turret  projected  considerably  from 
the  principal  line  of  the  building,  not  only  commanded 
a  view  of  a  very  pretty  garden,  of  some  extent,  belong- 
ing to  the  inn,  but  overlooked,  beyond  its  boundarv, 
a  bleasant  grove  of  those  very  mulberry  tree&  whicli 
Maitre  Pierre  was  said  to  have  planted  for  the  sup- 
MTt  of  the  nlk-worra.  Besides,  turning  the  eye  from 
these  more  remote  objects,  and  iooking  straight 
alons  the  wall,  the  turret  of  Quentin  was  opposite  to 
anriher  turret,  and  the  little  window  at  which  he 
•tood  commanded  a  similar  little  window,  in  a  cor- 
responding projection  of  the  buikling.  Now,  it  would 
be  difficult  for  a  man  twenty  years  older  than  Quen- 
tin. to  say  why  this  locality  interested  him  more  than 
either  the  pleasant  garden  or  the  grove  of  mulberry 
tteest  for,  alosl  eyes  which  have  been  used  for  forty 


years  and  npwBrds,  look  with  indifierenoe  on  fink 
tuTet-windows,  thoiwfa  tlie  lattice  be  half  open  m 
admit  the  air,  while  the  shutter  is  half  closed  le  ex- 
clude the  sun,  or  perhaps  a  too  curioos  eye — nay,  e 

though  there  hang  on  the  oae  side  of  the  c 

a  lute,  partly  mantled  by  a  light  veil  of  1 
silk.    But,  at  Durward's  happy  age,  such  4  __ 
as  a  painter  would  call  them,  fonn  suffident  i 


tion  for  a  hundred  airy  visbns  and  mysterioitf  oaa- 
''■'-*    full-grown  ana 


jecturea,  at  recollection  of  which  the  I ^ 

smiles  while  he  sighs,  and  siefaa  while  he  l ._„ 

As  it  may  be  supposed  that  our  fiiend  Qneoiii 
wished  to  learn  a  little  more  of  his  fair  netghboai,  ik 
owner  of  the  lute  and  veil, — as  it  mav  be  1 


he  was  at  least  interested  to  know  whetner  ahe  nkk 
not  prove  the  same  whom  he  had  seen  in  hoaajc 
attendance  on  Maitre  Pierre,  it  moat  of  cowee  be  » 
derstood,  that  he  did  not  produce  a  broad  staoec 
visage  and  person  in  full  front  of  his  own  fasriafiit. 
Durward  knew  better  the  art  of  bird-eatching;  mti 
it  was  to  his  keepia^  his  person  skiUiiily  wiiadmi 
on  one  side  of  his  wmdow,  while  be  peeped  ihrni^ 
the,  lattice,  that  he,  owed  the  pleasure  of  seaoirs 
white,  round,  beautiful  arm,  take  down  (he  lasai' 
ment,  and  that  his, ears  had  presently  after  their  thm 
in  the  reward  of  his  dexterous  roanagensent. 

The  maid  of  the  little  turret,  of  rhe  veil,  and  cf  is 
lute^  sung  exactly  such  an  air  aa  we  are  acoistoiocdii  , 
suppose  flowed  from  the  lips  of  the  hjcb-bom  daaoesd 
chivalry,  when  knights  and  troubaaonra  listened  si^  ' 
languisned.    The  \rorda  had  neither  ao  wntk  aeaai 
wit,  or  &ncy,  as  to  withdraw  the  attentioB  fieni  lb 
music  nor  the  music  so  much  of  art,  aa  to  drowa  il 
feeling  of  the  words.    The  one  seemed  fitted  to  di 
other ;  and  if  the  song  had  been  recited  witkouf  ib 
notes,  or  tlic  air  played  without  the  wonU  aatkr 
would  have  been  worth  noting.     It  ti^  ibeR^m 
scarcely  fair  to  put  upon  record  unes  intendtd  aoi » 
be  said  or  read,  but  only  to  be  sung.  Bui»c&  '°7' 
of  old  poetry  have  always  had  a  sort-of  ftiooatiBaur 
us;  and  as  the  tune  is  lost  for  ever— uafaK  Beki^ 
happens  to  find  the  notes,  or  some  lark  tadhca  Ste- 
phens to  warble  the  air— we  will  risk  ourcndtt,  aad 
the  taste  of  the  Lady  of  the  Lot&  by  piimniag  ths 
verses,  simple  and  even  niue  as  they  are. 

"  Ah  I  CoQntj  Gnj.  the  hoar  it  Bifh, 

Ttatt  mm  hat  laft  the  lea, 
TbeonnfO  flower  perAnaet  the  bower. 

The  bieer.e  it  on  the  tee. 
The  lark,  hit  lay  who  thrill'd  all  day. 

Silt  hwh'd  hit  paruier  aifh ; 
Breoze,  bird,  and  flower,  ooofeie  the  bow, 

But  where  it  Counlr  Guy  f 

"  The  TiliaM  maid  itealt  throaglitlie  ihailt. 
Her  thepiierd'i  suit  to  hear ; 

To  t>eaurjr  ihjr,  bj  latliee  high, 
Bingn  hifh-bom  Cavalier. 

The  ttaror  Lore,  all  lUrt  abova. 
Now  niguM  o'er  earth  aad  sky . 

And  high  and  low  the  influenoa  know- 
But  where  it  Coanty  Guy  7" 

Whatever  the  reader  may  think  of  this  aimpledittf. 
it  had  a  powerful  effect  on  Quentin,  when  manied  la 
heavenly  airs,  and  sung  by  a  sweet  aad  aoctev 
voio&  the  notes  mingling  with  the  gentle  breeset 
which  wafted  perfumes  irom  the  garden,  and  tht 
figure  of,the  songstress  beiiig  so  partially  and 
scurely  visible,  as  threw  a  veil  of  myaterioua  fosd 
tion  over  the  whole. 

At  the  close  of  the  air,  the  listener  could  not  help 
showing  himself  more  boldly  than  he  had  yet  doea. 
in  a  rash  attempt  to  see  more  than  he  had  yet 

able  to  discover.    The  music  instantly  oeased-  

casement  was  closed,  and  a  dark  curtain,  dnppsA 
on  the  inside,  put  a  stop  to  all  farther  obaervadonaft 
the  part  of  the  neighbour  in  the  next  turret. 

Durward  was  mo,rtified  and  suipriaed  at  the 
quence  of  his  precipitance,  but  comforted  I 
with  the  hop&  that  the  Lady  of  the  Lute  could  . 
easily  forego  thepractioe  of  an  instrument  which  1 
ed  so  familiar  to  her,  nor  cruelly  resolve  to  len.^- 
the  pleasures  of  fresh  air  and  an  open  window,  for  the 
churlish  purpose  of  preserving  for  her  ovm  eiclaaw 
ear  the  sweet  sounds  which  she  created,  libeie  esB% 
perhaos,  a  little  feeling  of  personal  vanity  to  mm^ 
with  these  ooaaolatory  refiectiona.  U,  aa  Aeahieaw 
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ted,  there  was  a  beaatiful  dark-tresaed  damael 
ant  of  the  one  turret,  he  could  not  but  be  con- 
that  a  l/andsoine|  young,  roviogi  bright-lock- 
lant,  a  cavalier  ox  fortune,  was  the  tenant  of 
ler ;  and  romances,  those  prudent  instructera, 
light  his  youth,  that  if  damsels  were  shy,  they 
'et  neither  void  of  interest  nor  of  curiosity  in 
eighbours'  affairs. 

ist  Quentin  was  engaged  in  these  sage  refiec- 
I  sort  of  attendant  or  chamberlain  of  the  inn 
ed  him  that  a  cavalier  desired  to  speek  with 
tow. 


CHAPTER  V. 

TUB  MAN-AT-ABMS. 

Poll  of  stimafs  Mtlia,  and  btwilad  like  lh«  pani, 
ig  dM  bubble  raputaiima  even  in  the  oannon's  mouth.. 

cavalier  who  awaited  Quentin  Durward's  de- 
Bto  the  apartment  where  he  had  breakfasted, 
le  of  those  of  whom  Louis  XI.  had  long  since 
bat  they  held  in  their  hands  the  fortune  of 
i,  as  to  them  were  intrusted  the  direct  custody 
Dtection  of  the  royal  ;)erSoii. 
rio!  the  Sixth  had  instituted  this  celebrated 
he  Archers,  as  they  were  called,  of  the  Scot- 
ody-guard.  with  better  reason  than  can  gene- 
9  alle^^  tor  establishing  round  the  throne  a 
^  foreign  and  mercenary  uoops.  The  divisions 
tore  from  his  side  more  than  half  of  France, 
sr  with  the  wavering  and  uncertain  faith  of  the 
I  who  yet  acknowledged  his  cause,  rendered  it 
ic  aud  unsafe  to  commit  his  personal  safety  to 
.eeping.  The  Scottish  nation  was  the  heredi- 
temy  of  the  English,  and  the  ancient  and,  as 
ted,  the  natural  allies  of  France.  They  were 
oarageoua,  faithful— tlieir  ranks  were  sure  to 
ipUtid  from  the  superab  mdant,  population  of 
iWD  country,  than  whicn  none  in  Europe  sent 
nore  or  bolder  adventurers.  Their  high  claims 
u:ent,  too,  gave  them  a  good  title  to  approach 
erson  of  a  monarch  more  closely  than  other 
i,  while  the  comparative  smallnessof  their  num- 
revented  the  possibility  of  their  mutinying,  and 
ling  masters  where  they  ought  to  be  servants., 
the  other  hand,  the  French  monarchs  made  it 
Mlicy  to  conciliate  the  affections  of  this  select 
€  f  reignera,  by  allowing  them  honoraryprivi- 
ind  ample  pay,  whiph  last  most  of  them  dispo- 
with  military  profusion  in  supporting  their  sup- 
rank.  Elach  of  them  rauked as  a  gentleman  in 
Uid  honour ;  and  their  near  approach  to  the 
^rson  gave  them  dignity  in  their  own  eyes,  as 
I  importance  in  those  of  the  nation  of  France. 
rere  sumptuously  armed,  equipped,  and  mount- 
d  each  was  entitled  to  allowance  for  a  squire, 
,  a  page,  and  two  yeomen,  one  of  whom  was 
emiUlitr,  from  the  large  knife  which  he  wore 
atch  those  whom  in  the  meiie  his  master  had 
i  to  the  ground.  With  these  followers,  and  a 
ondiniT  equipage,  an  Archer  of  the  Scottish 
was  a  person  of  quality  and  importance ;  and 
ies  being  generally  filled  up  by  those  who  had 
lined  in  the  service  as  pages  or  valets,  the  ca- 
the  best  Scottish  families  were  often  sent  to 
Uder  some  friend  and  relation  in  those  capaci- 
(£1  a  chance  of  preferment  should  occur. 
Outelier  and  his  companion,  not  being  noble  or 
tof  this  promotion,  were  recruited  from  persons 
br  ouabty ;  but  as  their  pay  and  appointments 
cceiient,  their  masters  were  easily  able  to  se- 
im  among  their  wandering  countrymen  the 
St  and  most  courageous  to  wait  upon  them  in 
tpacitiea. 

VIC  Lealy,  or,  as  we  shall  more  frequently  call 
i  Balafr^  by  which  name  he,  was  generally 
in  France,  was  upwards  of  sU  feet  high,  ro- 
ronglv  compacten  in  person,  and  hard-favoured 
Ltenahce,  which  latter  attribute  was  much  in- 
t  by  a  large  and  ghastly  scar,  which,  beginning 
tbrebead,  and  narrowly  missing  his  right  eye, 
U  bare  the  cheek-bone,  and  descended  irom 


theaoe  almoat  to  the  tip  9t  hia  ear,  exhibiting  a  deep 
seam,  which  was  sometimes  scarlet,  sometimes  pur* 
pie,  sometimes  bli)&  and  sometimes  approaching  to 
black  ;  but  always  hideous^  because  at  variance  with 
the  complexion  of  the  £Ke  m  whatever  state  it  chan- 
ced to  be,  whether  agitated  or  still,  flushed  with  un- 
usual passion,  or  m  its  ordinary  state  of  weather-beaten 
and  sunburnt  swarthinese. 

^iB  drese  and  arms  were  splendid.  He  wore  his 
national  bonnet,  crested  with  a  tuft  of  feathers,  and 
with  a  Virgin  Mary  of  massive  silver  for  a  brooch. 
These  brooches  had  been  presented  to  the  Scottish 
Guard,  in  oonseqaenceof  the  IB^ing,  in  one  of  his  fits 
of  superstitious  piety,  having  devoted  the  swords  of 
his  guard  to  the  service  of  the  Holy  Virgin,  and,  as 
some  say,  carried  the  matter  so  far  as  to  draw  out  a 
commisuon  to  Oar  Lady  as  their  Capuin  Grener^. 
The  Archer's  gorget,  arm-pieces^  and  gauntletSi  were 
of  the  finest  steel,  curiously  inlaid  witn  silver,  and  his 
hauberk,  or  shirt  of  mail,  was  as  clear  and  bright  aa 
the  frostwork  of  a  winter  meming  upon  fern  ,or 
brier.  He  wore  a  loose  surcoat,  or  cassock,  of  rich 
blue  velvet,  open  at  the  sides  like  that  of  a  herald,  with 
a  large  white  St.  Andrew's  cross  of  embroidered  sil 
ver  bisecting  it  both  before  and  behind—his  knees  and 
legs  were  protected  by  hose  of  mail  and  shoes  of  steel 
—a  broad  strong  poniard  (called  the  Mercy  of  Gvik 
hung  by  his  right  side— the  baldric  for  his  two-hand 
ed  sword,  richly  embroidered,  hung  upon  his  left 
shoulder ;  but,  for  convenience,  he  at  present  carried 
in  his  hand  that  unwieldly  weapon,  wmch  the  rules  of 
his  service  forbade  him  to  lay  aside. 

Quentin  Durward,  though,  like -the  Scottish  youth 
of  the  period,  he  had  been  early  taught  to  look  upon 
arms,  and  war,  thought  he  had  never  seen  a  more 
martial-looking,  or  more  completely  equipped  and  ac- 
complished man-at-arms,  than  now  saluted  him  in 
the  person  of  hi«  mothers  brother,  called  Ludovic 
with  the  Scar,  or  Le  Balafr^ ;  yet  he  could  not  but 
ahrink  a  little  irom  the  grim  expression  of  his  connte- 
nanccL  while  with  its  rough  mustaches,  he  brushed 
first  the  one  and  then  the  other  cheek  of  his  kinsman, 
welcomed  his  nephew  to  France,  and,  m  the  same 
breath,  asked  what  news  from  Scotland. 

"  Little  good  tidings,  dear  uncle,"  replied  young 
Durward;  "but  I  am  glad  that  you  know  me  to 
readily." 

"  I  would  have  known  thee,  boy.  in  the  laruU*  ok 
Bourdeaux,  had  I  met  thee  marching  there  like  a 
crane  on  a  pair  of  stilts.*  But  sit  thee  down — si^ 
thee  do wn— lif  there  is  sorrow  to  hear  o^  we  will  hav« 
wine  to  make  us  bear  it.— Ho-!  old  Pinch-Meaaun^ 
our  good  host,  bring  us  of  thy  best,  and  that  in  an  in- 
stant." 

The  well  known  sound  of  the  Scottish-French  was 
as  familiar  in  the  taverns  near  Plessis,  aa  that  of  the 
Swiss- French  in  the  nvidem guini^ueites  of  Paries 
and  promptly— ay,  with  the  promptitude  of  fear  and 
precipitation,  was  it  heard  and  obeyed.  ,  A  flagon  of 
champagne  stood  before  them,  or  which  the  elder 
took  a  draught,  while  the  nephew  helped  himself  on- 
ly to  a  moderate  sip,  to  acknowledge  his  uncle's  cour- 
tesy, saying,  in  excuse,  that  he  had  already  drunk 
wine  that  morning. 

"  That  had  been  a  rare  good  apology  in  the  mouth 
of  thy  sister,  fair  nephew,",  said  Le  Balafr^;  "yoa 
must  fear  the  wine-pot  lesfs,  if  you  would  wear  beard 
on  your  face,  and  write  youri<elf  soldier.  But  come^ 
come— unbuckle  your  Scottish  mail-bag— give  us  to% 
news  of  Glen-houlokin- How  doth  my  sister  V 

"Dead,  fair  uncla"  answered  Quentm,  sorrowfully. 

"Dead !"  echoed  his  uncle,  with  a  tone  rather  mark* 
ed  by  wonder  than  sympathy—"  why,  she  was  five 
ycar^  younger  than  I,  and  I  was  never  better  in  my 
life.  Deadi  the  thing  is  impossible.  I  have  never 
bad  so  much  as  a  headache,  unless  afier  revelling  out 
my  two  or  three  days'  furlough  with  the  brethren  oi 
the  joyous  science— and  my  poor  sister  isdead !— And 
your  father,  fair  nephew,  hath  he  married  ngaip  V* 

And  ere  the  youth  could  reply,  he  read  the  inswu 
in  his  surprise  at  the  question,  and  sakl,     Whati 

•  Tlw  MuttiHtm  w  itilta,  which  in  Seotland  lire  UMd  to  }mm 
rivan.  TiMy  a»  •mrlojrwl  by  the  ptmauotrr  of  the  ooantry  neai 
Boardmu,  to  uav«rae  Uiom  dtMrti  «f  Iv  immimI  asUMtLsedsft 
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not— I  would  have  gworn  tbat  Allan  Donrard  wae 
DO  man  to  line  without  a  wife:  He  toved  to  have 
his  house  in  (irder— he  loved  to  look  on  a  pretty  wo- 
man too ;  and  waa  somewhat  atrict  in  life  wklial— 
matrimony  did  all  this  for  him.  Now«  I  care  Uttle 
about  theM  oomforta ;  and  I  can  luuk  on  a  pret  ty  wo- 
man without  thinkinff  on  the  Baeranieat  of  wedlock 
—1  am  scarce  holy  enough  for  that.*' 

"  Aloa !  dear  uncle,  my  mother  waa  left  a  %ridow  a 
y«ar  since,  when  Olen-houlakin  was  harried  by  th^ 
O^vica.  My  father,  and  my  two  uncles,  and  my 
two  <*lder  brothers,  and  seven  of  my  kinsmen,  and 
the  harper,  and  the  tasker,  and  aome  six  more  of  onr 
people,  were  killed  in  defendmg  the  castle:  and  there 
IS  not  a  bumina  hearth  or  a  standing  stone  in  all 
Glen-houlakin.^ 

**  Cross  of  Saint  Andrew  P'  said  Le  Balafr^ ;  **  that 
b  what  I  call  an  onslaught !  Ay,  these  Ogilviea  were 
ever  but  sony  neighbours  to  GHen-hoidaktn— an  evil 
chance  it  was;  but  fate  of  war— fate  of  war.— When 
did  thie  mishap  befaH,  fair  nephew  1**  With  that  he 
took  a  deep  draught  of  wine^and  shook  his  head  with 
much  soknmnity,  when  his  Kinsman  replied,  that  bis 
&mily  had  been  destroyed  upon  the  festival  of  Saint 
Jude  last  by-past 

**  Look  ye  there,"  said  the  soldier  $  *  I  said  it  waa 
•n  chance— on  that  very  day,  I  and  twenty  of  my 
comrades  carried  the  Castle  of  Boche-noir  by  storm, 
&om  Amaury  Braa-de-fer,  a  cai»tain  of  free  lances, 
whom  you  must  have  heard  o£  I  killed  him  on  his 
own  threshold,  and  gained  as  much  gold  aa  made 
this  fair  chain,  which  was  onre  twice  aa  long  aa  it 
now  is— and  that  minds  me  to  send  part  of  it  on  a 
holy  errand.— Here,  Andrew^  Andrew  I" 

Andrew,  his  yeomen,  entered,  dressed  like  die 
Archer  himself  in  the  general  equipment,  but  without 
the  armour  for  the  Mmbs-  -that  of  the  body  more 
coarsely  manufactured— his  cap  without  a  plume, 
and  his  cassock  made  of  serge,  or  ordinary  cloth,  m- 

Etead  of  rich  velvet  Untwining  his  gold  chain  from 
is  neck,  Balafr6  twisted  off,  with  his  nrm  and  strong 
set  teeth,  about  four  inc  bes  from  the  one  end  of  it, 
and  said  to  his  attendaii  l  "  Here,  Andrew,  carry  this 
to  my  gossip,  jolly  Fnther  Boniface,  the  monk  of 
Saint  Martin**— greet  liim  well  from  me,  by  the  same 
token  that  he  eouki  not  say  God  save  ye  when  we 
last  parted  at  midnight- Tell  my  gossip,  that  my  bro- 
ther and  sister,  and  s«ime  others  of  ray  house,  are  all 
dead  and  gone,  and  i  nray  him  to  aay  masses  for  their 
souls  as  far  aj  the  ^  alue  of  these  links  wiH  carry  him, 
and  to  do  on  trust  what  else  may  be  necessary  to  free 
them  fk-om  Purgat«>ry.  And  hark  ye,  os  tliey  were 
jttst-living  people,  arid  free  from  all  tieresy,  it  may  be 
that  they  are  wcr-nigh  out  of  limbo  already,  so  that  a 
little  matter  may  have  them  free  of  the  fetlocks ;  and 
hi  that  case,  look  ye,  ye  will  say  1  desire  to  take  out 
the  balance  of  the  gold  in  curses  upon  a  generation 
called  the  Ogilvies  of  Angus-shire,  in  what  way  soever 
Che  church  mpy  heat  come  at  them.  You  understand 
all  this,  Andr«;w  T' 

The  coutd-er  nodded. 

"Then  look  that  none  of  the  finks  find  their  way  to 
the  wine-hruse  ere  the  Monk  touches  them :  for  if  it 
to  chance,  (hou  sfaalt  taste  of  saddie-girth  and  stirrup- 
leather,  till  thou  art  as  raw  as  Saint  Bartholomew.— 
Tet  hold,  i  see  thy  eye  has  ff  xed  on  the  wine  mea- 
aure,  and  thou  shait  not  go  without  tasting." 

So  saymg,  he  filled  him  a  brimful  cup,  which  the 
eoutelie?  drank  off,  and  rstitxxl  to  do  his  patron's 
eommipsion. 

**  Ani  now,  fair  nephew,  let  us  hear  what  waa.yQur 
own  f  irtune  m  this  unhappy  matter." 

**  I  fought  it  out  among  those  who  were  older  anfl 
■tou'er  than  I  was,  till  we  were  oil  brought  dqsrn," 
•aid  Durward,  "  and  I  recehfed  a  cruel  wound." 

**  Not  a  worse  slnsh  than  I  received  ten  yeara  since 
myself,"  said  Le  Balafre.— *' Look  at  this  now^my  fair 
nephew,"  tracing  the  dark  crimson  gash  which  was 
jBiprintcd  on  his  face— "An  Ogilvitfs  sword  never 
ploughed  so  deep  a  furrow." 

"  Thf  y  ploughed  deep  enough,"  answered  Cluentin^ 
ia<Uy ;  *'hut  they  were  tired  at  last,  and  my  mother* s 
antB^it^s  procured  mercy  for  roe,  when  I  was  found 
M  sa  au.  a&AM  spaik of  life;  but  although  a  learned 


monk  of  AbeiKrotlnd^  who  diaiicedtDbc«] 
at  the  fatal  time^  aod  narrowlT  escaped  \m\ 
in  the  fray,  was  pemKtcd  to  hind  mj  ^S 
finally  to  remove  me  to  a  piaoe  of  safetf,  rn 
on  promise,  given  both  by  my  oiocheraodli 
I  snoold  become  a  monk." 

"A  monk r*  exclaimed  the BBde-'^Bfllr Sri 
drew  1.  that  is  what  never  befieQ  me.  Xts^ 
my  childhood  upwarda,  ever  so  much is(iin 
making  me  a  monk— And  yetlwoBdcrvWI 
of  it;  for  you  will  allow  tliat,  bating  tlx  r^ 
writmfe  which  I  cooid  never  Mnvaad  ihicfS 


which  1  could  never  eBd«e^and'tfae(iM.ii 
he  croased  himadff--aad  their  fasti^  mkin 


that  of  a  mad  bemu^-Our  I 


my  appetite  I  would  have  madeeraratea, 
monk  aa  my  little  goaaip  at  Stint  Minir^ 
But  I  know  not  why,  none  ew  propoiei  w 
to  me.— O  s<\  fair  nephew,  yon  v«r  to  bii 
then— and  whereibre,  I  pray  ypa  7'  J 

"  That  my  fktfaei's  house  inighi  be  eAii 
the  cloister  or  in  the  tomb,"  answendiMl 
deep  feeling.  j 

"I  seer  answend  his  iuiclfr-''l(a 
Cunning  rogues— very  ctmningl-'nrra 
been  cheated,  though;  for,  look  yci  wi 
myself  remember  the  canon  Robemitiisj 
the  vowi^  and  afterwards  broke  out  tfeli 
became  a  captain  of  Free  Comptoaa  i 
mistres^  the  prettiest  wench  I  eTcr  ■▼,■ 
beautiful  children— There  is  oo  ubMdiiI 
nephew,— no  trusdnn  them— they  mf  III 
diers  and  fathers  wnen  you  least  e^tft 
with  your  tale." 

"  I  imve  little  more  to  teO,"  stidDmC 
that,  considering  my  poor  mother  akai 
gree  a  pledge  for  me,  I  was  inducejtm 
the  dreas  of  a  novice,  and  oonfoadpjn 
1  learned  to  read  an*^  J 

jd  write  r  cxclaimdMlM 

was  one  of  that  sort  of  people  vl»w4l 
ledge  is  miraculooa  which  cbanceiliVaV 
own— "To  write^ay'st  thou,  aDdtftifaJJ 
believe  it— never  Durward  could  wnieliiw 

....:;„.„..„.;..:  _::jsg 

Now.  in  Saint  Looia'a  name,  bawfilA^I^ 

"It  was  troublesome  at  flwt,"MM--^ 
became  more  easy  by  use;  and  IwMwn' 
wounds  and  loss  of  Blood,  and  desroisar 
preserver,  Father  Peter,  and  so  I  ww  iK' 
kept  to  my  task.    But  after  «>*«* 
guishing,  my  good  kind  mother  oio,  i 
health  was  now  fblly  restored^  I  ^^'h^ 
my  benefactor,  who  was  also  Sub-Pwr*! 
vent,  my  reluctance  to  take  the  tow;  ni 
agreed  between  us,  since  my  vocation  lipr 
cloister,  that  I  sboukl  be  sent  out  m^o^ 
seek  my  fortune,  and  tbat,  to  save  the  swjJV 
the  anger  of  the  Ogilvies,  my  d^srtuw  s» 
the  appearance  of  flight :  and  to  wwf  JJ,*' 
off  the  Abbot's  hawk  with  me.  W  W 
dismissed,  as  will  appear  from  the  om 
the  Abbot  himself."  ..    .... 

" That  is  ri^ht— that  is  well,"  wAha 
King  cares  little  what  other  thijt  thfj 
made,  but  hath  a  horror  at  »ny  thing !»• 
the  cloister.  And,  I  warrant  ihee.  tlwuD«» 
treasure  to  bear  thy  charces  ?"..    . . .  -^ 

"  Only  a  few  pieces  of  Svcr,"  sud  the  ygj 
to  you,  fair  uncle.  I  must  vnhtetpfyr^' 

•^Alas!"  repUeS  Le  Balafre,  "*»»»?1( 
though  I  am  never  a  hoarder  of  my  PJgr 
doth  ill  to  bear  a  charge  about  one  in  W 
times,  yet  I  always  have  (and  I  W^JJ^ 
follow  my  example)  some  odd  ^^""Srfl 
or  carcanet,  that  serves  for  ^eP'JJSw' 
son,  and  can  at  need  spare  •  f^lSl^iiiti 
or  it  may  be  a  superfluous  »'o°lr  !wiBir< 
swer  any  immedinte  purposc-Bui  TJ"  'g 
kinsmon,  how  you  are  to  come  hya|f°  /-jg 
-(he  shwk  his  chain  with  ^^J^^^Z^i 
"They  hang  not  on  every  biab-oo^*^ 


n 


t^tTENIW  0int#AB0. 


ie  the  dalMli,  With  wtioie  sUdkt  children ; 


lMi8  but  the  heart  to  seek  it,  at  the  nak  of  a 
or  80." 

derstdid"  said  Qnentm,  evadhig  a  deciaon 
I  he  felt  nimflelf  as  ret  acaroely  competent, 
le  thike  of  BurBundy  keeps  a  mote  noble 
n  the  King  of  Prance,  and  mat  there  is  more 
9  be  won  tinder  his  banners— that  good  blows 
k  there^nd  deeds  of  arms  done;  whQe  the 
nsf  ian  King;  thef  sajr,  gains  his  victories  bf 
tssadoTS*  tongues." 

speak  like  a  Toolish  bof .  fah*  nephew."  an- 
te with  the  Scar;  *'  and  yet,  I  bethink  m& 
came  hither  I  was  nearly  as  simple:*  I 
rer  think  of  a  King  but  what  I  scqpposed  Mm 
ting  under  the  high  dais,  and  feasting  amid 
fBMals  and  Paladins,  eating  Man^nuMger^ 
reat  gold  crown  upon  hia  he^  or  else  charg- 
le  head  of  kis  troops  like  Charlemagne  m 
mntfv,  or  like  Robert  Brace  or  William  Wal- 
ur  own  true  histories,  such  as  Barbour  and 
strvl.  *Hark  in  thme  ear,  man-~tt  is  all 
ne  in  the  water.  PoKcf— poUcy  does  it  all. 
tt  is  policy,  yoa  will  sayl  It  is  an  art  this 
Cing  of  oors has  found  oat.  to  flght  with  other 
vords  and  to  wage  his  soIdieTa  oat  of  other 
trsea.  Ahl  it  is  the  wisest  Prince  that  ever 
1^  on  his  back—and  yet  he  weareth  not  mnch 
•ither  - 1  see  himoAen  go  plainer  than  I  would 
fitted  me  to  do.* 

ycvu  meet  not  my  eieeption,  hat  vndo,"  an- 
yoan^  Diirwara ;  **  1  woaM  serve,  sinoe 
must  m  a  foreign  land,  somewhere  where  a 
led,  were  it  my  hep  to  do  one,  might  woik 
*ne.'* 

nderstaad  yoo,  my  fur  nephew,'*  said  the 
lan-at-armsi  **  I  understand  yoa  passing 
<it  yoa  are  unripe  in  these  matteia.  The 
f  Burgundy  is  a  hot-brained,  impetuous,  pud- 
laded.  oon-r^ibed  dare-aU<  He  charges  at 
A  of  his  n(4>)es  and  natirs  knights,  his  iiegi>> 
'  Artois  and  Hainault;  think  you,  ir  you  wore 
n-  if  I  weie  then  royseU;  that  we  could  be 
fiirther  forward  than  the  Duke  and  all  his 
lobfes  oi  km  own  landt  If  we  v^ere  not  np 
lem,  we  had  a  chance  i*  be  turned  on  the 
I  Marshal's  hands,  for  beiiur  slow  in  making 
«  were  abreast  or  thesiL  all  woold  be  called 
id  we  might  be  ttMoght  to  have  deserved 
}  and  mnt  that  I  was  a  spear*s-length  or  so 
^nt,  which  is  both  difBcoit  snd  ^ngeroos  m 
mlee  where  ail  do  their  best,  why,  my  IorI 
n  in  his  Flemish  tongoe,  when  he  seA  a 


nger  in  suck  a  asryioo^-all  goes  to  the  child- 

I  where  should  it  go,  in  Heaven**  name,  fair 
demanded  young  DoTMrard. 
him  that  protects  the  children  of  the  soil,' 
^My drawi ngop bis gkantie height.  " Thus 
ig  Louis;—  My  good  French  peasant~*mine 
isurones  Bonhomme-^Set  you  to  your  tools, 
n(;:n  and  your  ksrvsw,  your  pramng-knife 
ir  hoe— here  is  my  gallant  Seot  that  will 
you,  and  yoa  shall  only  have  the  trouble  to 
—And  you,  my  most  serane  duke,  my  illustri- 
tt,«nd  my  ssost  mighty  marquis,  e'en  rem  up 
ry  courage  till  it  is  wanted,  for  it  is  opt  to 
t  of  the  course,  and  to  hurt  its  mastcsj  here 
lompameK  of  ordnaroe—here  are  my  French 
*hera  are,  above  aJI,  my  Seottish  Archd^ 
la  honest  Lndovie  with  the  Scar,  who  will 
weU  or  better  than  yoo,  with  all  that  imdis- 
valou^  which,  in  year  fathers'  time,  lost 
wad  AAttOOur.'  Now,  see  you  not  in  which 
I  states  a  eavalior  of  fortune  holds  the  highest 
id  nost  come  tu  the  highest  honoorT' 

I  ufldemand  you^  hn  uncle,"  answered 
r  i  **  but,  in  my  raiod,  honour  cannot  be 


won  where  there  is  no  risk.  Sure,  this  is— T  prsr  yoa 
pardon  me— an  easy  and  almost  sIothAil  me,  to 
mount  guard  round  an  elderly  man  whom  no  ons 
thinks  of  harming,  to  spend  summer-day  and  winter- 
night  up  in  yonder  battlements,  aiid  shut  up  all  the 
while  in  iron  cages,  for  fe$r  you  should  desert  your 
posts— uncle,  uncle,  it  is  but  the  hawk  upon  his  p^ch, 
who  is  never  carried  out  to  the  fields  r 

"  Now,  by  Saint  Martin  of  Tours,  the  boy  has 
some  spirit!  a  right  touch  of  the  ijeslv  in  him :  much 
Idle  my  sell;  though  always  with  a  little  more  iblly  in 
it  Haik  ye,  youth— Long  live  the  Kmg  of  France  1 
— aearce  a  day  but  there  is  some  commission  in  hand, 
by  which  some  of  his  followers  may  win  both  cola 
and  credit.  Think  not  that  the  bravest  and  most 
dangerous  deeds  are  done  by  day-ligfai^  I  could  teU 
you  of  some,  as  scaling  castles,  making  prisoners, 
and  the  like^  where  one  who  shall  be  nameless  hath 
run  higher  nsk,  andjgained  greater  favour,  than  any 
desperado  in  the  tram  of  desperate  Charles  of  Bur- 
gundy.   And  if  it  please  his  Majesty  to  remain  be- 


jund,  and  in  the  background,  while  such  things  are 
doing,  he  hath  the  more  Idsure  of  spirit  to  admire, 
and  the  more  liberality  of  hand  to  reward  the  ad- 
ventttrers,  whose  dangers,  perhaps,  and  whose  foats 
of  arms,  he  can  better  judge  of;  than  if  he  had  per- 
sonally sh&ted  them.  0,  *tis  a  sagacious  and  most 
politic  monarrh  !'* 

Histnephew  pvnsed^  and  then  said  in  a  low  but 
impressif  e  tone  of  voice,  *  iPhc  gooa  Father  Peter 
used  often  to  teach  me  there  might  be  much  dangtnr 
in  deeds  by  which  little  glory  was  acquired.  I  need 
not  say  to  you,  fair  uncle,  that  I  do  in  course  snpposs 
that  these  secret  c4UmiSsbns  must  deeds  be  honour- 
able.'» 

"  For  whom  or  for  what  take  vou  me.  fair  nephew?" 
said  fialafr^,  somewhat  sternly ;  "  I  nave  not  been 
trained,  indeed,  in  the  cloister,  neither  can  1  write 
nor  read.  Batjl  am  your  mother's  biother;  I  am  a 
loyal  Lesly.  Think  you  that  I  am  like  to  recom- 
mend to  you  any  thing  unworthy  ?  The  best  knight 
in  Fran^  Pe  Ouesclin  himself  if  he  were  auve 
again,  might  be  proud  to  number  my  deeds  among 
his  achievements." 

**  I  cannot  doubt  your  wstranty,  fhir  uncle,**  said 
die  yomh  1  **  you  are  the  only  adviser  my  mishap  has 
left  me.  But  is  it  true,  aa  nme  says,  that  this  ICmg 
keeps  a  meagre  Court  here  at  his  Castle  of  Plessisi 
No  repair  of  nobles  or  courtiers,  none  of  his  grand  firu- 
datones  in  attendance,  none  of  the  high  ofAcers  of  the 
crown ;  hflf  solitary  sports,  shared  only  with  the 
menials  of  his  household  $  secret  councils,  to  which 
only  k>w  and  obscure  men  are  invited ;  rank  and  no- 
bility depressed,  and  men  raised  ttom  the  lowest  ori- 
gin to  the  kingly  fhTonr— all  this  seems  unregulated, 
resembles  not  the  mannere  of  Us  fathen  the  noble 
Charles,  who  tore  fh)m  the  fangs  of  the  English  lion 
this  more  than  half  conquered  kmsRiom  of  France." 

"  You  speak  Hke  a  giddy  chiid,^  said  Le  BalafK ; 
**  and  even  as  a  child,  yoa  harp  over  the  same  notes 
on  a  new  string.  Look  you :  if  the  King  employs 
Oliver  Dain,  his  barber,  to  do  what  Oliver  can  do 
better  than  any  peer  of  them  an,  is  not  the  kingdom 
the  gainer?  If  he  bids  his  stout  Provost- Marshal, 
Tristan,  arrest  such  or  such  a  seditious  burgher,  take 
off  such  or  such  a  turbulent  noble,  the  deed  is  done 
and  no  more  of  it  i  when,  were  the  commission  given 
to  a  duke  or  neer  of  France^  he  might  perchance 
send  the  King  back  a  defiance  m  exchange.  U  asain. 
the  Kfaig  pleases  to  give  to  pisin  Lodovic  le  Balsfre 
a  oommission  which  he  will  execute,  instead  of  em- 
ploying the  High '  Constable,  who  would  perhapa 
betray  it,  doth  it  not  show  wisdom  ?  Above  all,  doth 
not  a  monarch  of  such  conditions  best  suit  cavaliers 
of  fortune;  who  must  go  where  their  services  are 
most  highly  prized,  snd  most  frequently  in  demand  7 
—No,  no,  child,  I  tell  thee  Louis  knows  how  to 
choose  his  confidants,  and  what  to  charge  them  with ; 
suidng,  as  they  say,  the  burden  to  each  man's  back. 
He  is  not  hke  the  King  of  Castile,  who  chokod  of 
thiret.  because  the  great  butler  vpss  not  beside  to 
hand  his  cup.— But  hark  to  the  bell  of  Samt  Martin's 
I  most  hasten  hack  to  the  Castle.— Farewell— msK 
mueh  of  yourself;  and  at  eight  to-morn>w  mnra.n# 
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lOm, 


present  jovnelf  before  the  drawbridge,  and  ask  the 
■entioel  for  me.  Ttlke  heed  you  st^  not  on  the 
straight  and  beaten  path  in  approaching  the  portal  I 
There  are  such  trape  and  snap-haunchea  as  may  cost 
you  a  limb,  which  you  will  sorely  miss.  You  shall 
■ee  the  Kmg,  and  learn  to  judge  him  for  yourself— 
ftiewelL" 
So  saying,  Balafr6  hastily  deoarted,  foi 


lus  hurry,  to  pay  for  ,the  wine  ne  haid  caTledior.  a 
shortness  of  memory  incidental  to  persons  of  his  de- 
scription, and  which  his  host,  overawed,  perhaps,  by 
the  nodding  bonnet  and  ponderous  two-handed  sword, 
did  not  presume  to  use  any  efforts  for  correcting. 

It  might  have  been  expected  that,  when  left  alone, 
Durward  would  have  again  betaken  himself  to  his 
turret,  in  order  to  watch  for  die  repetition  of  those 
delicious  sounds  which  had  soothed  his  morning  re- 
verie. But  that  .was  a  chapter  of  romance,  and  his 
uncle's  conversation  had  opened  to  him  a  page  of  the 
real  history  of  life.  It  was  no  pleasing  one,  and  for 
the  present  the  recollections  and  reflections  which  it 
excited,  were  qualified  to  overpower  other  thoughts, 
and  especially  all  of  a  light  and  soothing  nature. 

Quentin  resorted  to  a  solitary  walk  along;  the  banks 
of  the  rapid  Cher,  having  previously  inqmred  of  his 
landlord  for  one, which  he  mupht  traverse  without  fear 
of  disagreeable  intemmtion  tiom  snares  and  pitfalls, 
and  there  endeavoured  to  compose  his  turmoued  and 
scattered  thoughts,  and  consider  his  future  motions, 
upon  which  his  meeting  with  his  nnde  had  torown 
some  dubiety. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


Sm  mntlnflr,  iM  wantoalr, 

Sae  dauDtifif ly  caad  he. 
He  plar'd  a  ftmnsand  danced  a  rovnd 

Beneath  the  gatlowf-tree  i^OM  flMf* 

l^fB  manner  in  which  Quentin  Durward  had  been 
cJucated,  was  not  of  a  kind  to  soften  the  heart,  or 
perhaps  to  improve  the  moral  feeling.  He,  with  the 
rest  of  his  family,  had  been  trained  to  the  chase  as  an 
amusement,  and  taii^t  to  consider  war  as  their 
only  serious  occupation,  and  that  it  was  the  great 
duty  of  their  lives  stubbornly  to  endura  and  fiercely 
io  retaliate,  the  attacks  of  their  feudal  enemies,  by 
whom  their  race  had  been  at  last  almost  annihilated. 
And  yet  there  mixed  with  these  feuds  a  spirit  of  rude 
chivalry,  and  even  courtesy,  which  softened  their  ri- 
gour; so  that  revenge,  thenr  only  justice,  was  still 
prosecuted  with  some  resard  to  humanity  and  gene- 
rosity. The  lessons  of  the  worthy  old  monk,  better 
attended  to,  perhaps,  during  a  long  illness  and  ad- 
versity, thah  they  might  have  been  in  health  and 
success,  had  given  young  Durward  still  farther  in- 
sight mto,  the  duties  of  humanity  towaids  others ; 
and,  considering  the  ignorance  of  the  period,  thf  ge- 
neral prejudices  entiurtained  in  favour  of  a  military 
life,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  himself  had  been 
bred,  the  youth  was  disposed  to  feel  more  accurately 
the  moral  duties  incumbent  on  his  sution  than  was 
usual  at  the  time. 

He  reflected  on  hiA  interview  with  lys  uncle  with 
a  sense  of  embarrassment  and  disappointment  His 
hopes  had  been  high ;  for  although  intercourse  by 
letters  was  out  of  the  question,  yet  a  pilgrim,  or  an 
adventurous  trafficker,  or  a  crippled  soldier,  some- 
times brou^t  Lesly's  name  to  Glen-houlakin,  and 
all  united  in  praising  his  undaunted  coura^  and 
his  success  in  many  petty  enterprises  which  his  mas- 
ter had  intrusted  to  him.  Quentin*s  imagination  had 
filled  up  the  sketch  in  his  own  way.  and^^ssimilated 
his  successful  and  adventurous  uncle  (whose  exploits 
probabjy  lost  nothing  in  the  telling)  to  some  of  the 
champions  and  knights-errant  or  whom  minstrels 
sang,  and  who  won  crowns  and  kings'  daughters  jy 
dmt  of  sword  and  lanoe.  He  was  now  compelled*  to 
rank  his  kmsman  greatly  lower  in  th^  scale  of  chi- 
valry :  but  blinded  by  the  bif  t  respect  paid  to  parents, 
and  those  who  approaci.  chat  character— moved  by 
every  early  pr^udioe  in  his  favour— inexperienced  be- 
tides, and  passionately  attached  to  his  mother's  me- 


mory, he  Mw  not,  m  the  onlyhnther^f  ibt, 
relauon,  the  character  he  trnly  hdd^  whiehwu. 
of  an  ordinary  mercenary  sokfier,  ixatbcroiBeliv- 
nor  greatly  better  than  many  of  the  noie  pM 
whose  presence  added  to  the  distncttd  si| 
France.  ^ 

Without  beia«  wantonly  erusl,  LfBoiaM 
from  habit,  indinerent  to  human  life  uidhiai 
fering ;  he  was  profoundly  jgnoraat,  oedy  U  t 
unscrupulous  how  be  acquired  it,  uidprMbi 
pending  it  on  the  gratiflcation  ot  his  puMiou. 
habit  of  attending  exclusively  to  his  own  ran 
interests,  had  converted  him  into  oneoftiie 
selfish  animals  in  the  worid ;  so  that  he  wm 
abl^  as  the  reader  may  have  remsiked,  t»  p 
far  m  any  subject  without  conaderinjs  howiii 
to  himself;  or,  as  it  is  caDed,  making  tbia 
own,  though  not  upon  feelings  conikBctad< 
golden  nil&  but  such  as  were  very  difienoL  . 
must  be  added,  that  the  narrow  fouDd  dtit 
and  his  pleasures  had  gradually  drcomHii 
thoughts,  hopes,  and,  wishes,  and  qoendoiiii 
measure  ,the  wild  spirit  of  honour,  and  deiRi 
tincdon  in  arms,  by  which  his  youth  had  ha 
animated.  Balafre  was,  in  short,  •  kca 
hardened,  selfish,  and  narrow-minded:  ad^ 
bold  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  but  BctiMfli 
few  objects  beyond  it,  except  the  Ibnnalota 
of  a  careless  devotion,  relieved  by  vk,tKam 
bauch  with  brother  Boniiace,  his  coinnde  d 
feasor.  Had  his  genius  been  of  a  Diore( 
racter^  he  would  probably  have  been . 
some  important  command,  for  theCo^vb 
everv  aoldier  of  his  body-guard  pefsosilir,  i 
mudi  confidence  m  BalaWs  counowfi 
and,  besides,  the  Soot  bad  either  moo  tra 
enough  perfectly  to  underaund,  aiidiUrMlsi 
the  peculiarities  of  that  sovereign.  Mm* 


tinued  a  mere  Ufe^guaid's-man,  orScaiAto^ 
Without  seeing  the  full  scope  of  his  WKian 
ter,  auentin  felt  shocked  at  his  indiftntt  »i 
disastrous  extirpation  of  his  brother-iiHavf«i 
family,  and  could  not  help  being  suipiiMin*' 
that  so  near  a  relative  had  not  ofliaped  fain  tv« 
ance  of  his  pursey  which,  but  for  ths  m"^ 
Maitre  Pierre,  he  would  have  been  under  tMi^ 
of  directly  craving  from  him.  He  wionged  w 
however,  in  supposing;  that  this  want  of  sitos 


muoh  a  part  of  hiipself;  thAt  he  woidd  hsv«|M 
for  the  weal  of  the  h  ving  neohew,  as  hecsdw* 
do  for  that  of  his  deceased  sister  and  her  huflw 
whatever  was  the  motive,  the  neglect  v^jf? 
tisfactory  to  young  Dorward,  and  oewi»i 
than  once  he  baa  taken  service  widi  the  W 
Buraundy  before  he  quarrelled  with  hs  M 
"  Whatever  had  then  become  of  me,"  he  tbog 
himself;  "  I  should  always  have  been  able  to  H 
my  spirits  with  the  reflectioii,  that  I  had,  >• 
the  worst,  a  stout  back-fiieoa  in  tfaisuDde  «ii 
But  now  I  have  seen  him,  and,  wo  worth  nisi,' 
has  been  more  hell)  in  a  mere  mechaaicslj 
than  I  have  found  in  my  own  mother's  bi«j> 
countryman  and  a  cavalier!  One  would  ua 
slash,  that  has  carved  all  ooroeHoess  otttoijg 
had  let  at  the  same  time  even^  drop  of  gf0* 
out  of  his  body."  ^       .  j   J 

Durward  now  regretted  he  had  not  had  tf « 
tunity  to  mention  Haitre  Pierre  to  La  Bain*" 
hope  of  obtaining  some  ArUier  account  ■  "g 
sonage;  but  his  uncle's  questions  hsd  mnm"? 
on  each  other,  and  the  summons  of  the.iPW" 
Saint  Martin  of  Tours  had  broken  ofl'tbeirooow 
rather  suddenly.  That  old  mat^  he  wm  "' 
sdf  was  crabbed  and  dogged  n  sppsvas^ 
and  scornful  in  language,  out  generous  and  as 
his  actions :  and  such  a  stranger  is  yo'"_^ 
kinsman—*'  What  says  our  old  Sooteh  fie** 


^VIJ 


tter  kind  iiamt,  than  fifemit  kin*  red.'*  I  will 
out  that  man.  which,  metbinks,  should  be  no 
suit  task,  aiace  he  is  so  wealthy  as  mine  host  be- 
kfl  him.  He  wul  f^vc  me  good  advice  for  my 
niBiice,  i^t  least ;  and  if  he  goes  to  strange  coun- 
,  as  many  such^do,  I  know  not  but  his  may  be  as 
pmroua  a  service  as  that  of  those  Guards  of 
a." 

.  Quentin  framed  this  thought,  a  whisper  from 
9  recesses  of  the  heart  in  which  lies  much  that 
iwner  doea  not  know  ot,  or  will  not  acknowledge 
iglv  sufKested,  that,  perchance,  the  lady  of  the 
t,  she  of  the  veil  and  lute,  might  share  that  ad- 
irous  Journey. 

the  Scottisih  vouth  mode  these  reflections,  he 
two  Krave-looking  men,  apparently  citixens  of 
B,  whom,  doffing  nis  cap  with  the  reverence  due 
youth  to  agei  he  respectAiUy  asked  to  direct  him 
B  house  of  Maitre  Pierre, 
rbe  bouse  of  whom,  my  fair  son  T*  aaid  one  of 
aasen^ers. 

If  Maitre  Pierre,  the  great  silk  merchant,  who 
led  ali  .the  mulberry  trees  in  the  park  yonder," 
Durwara. 

r«uois  man,*'  said  one  of  them  who  was  nearest 
m,  **  yoa  have  taken  up  an  kile  trade  a  little  too 

ind  have  chosen  wrong  subjects  to  practiBe 
fooleries  upon,'*  said  the  farther  one,  stui  more 
^.  "  Ths- Syndic  of  Tours  is  not  accustomed 
\.  thua  talked  to  by  strolling  jesters  from  foreign 

iSBtio  was  so  much  surprised  at  the  catiseless 
oa  which  these  two  decen^looking  persons  had 
1  at  a  very  simple  and  civil  question^  that  he  for* 
to  be  angry  at  the  rudeness  of  their  reply,  and 
I  staring  alter  them,  ss  they  walked  on  with 
ided.pace,  often  looking  back  at  him,  as  if  they 
I  deairous  to  get  as  soon  as  possible  out  of  his 
u 

»  next  met  a  party  of  vinc-dresscrs,  and  ad- 
led  to  them  the  same  question ;  and,  in  rei^ly, 
demanded  to  know  whether  he  wanted  Maitre 
rs,  the  schoolmaster  ?  or  Maitre  Pierre,  the  car- 
;er?  or  Maitre  Pierre,  the  beadle  7  or  half  a  dozen 
laitre  Pierres  besides.  ,  When  none  of  these  cor- 
onded  with  the  description  of  the  person  after 
m  he  inquired,  the  peasants  accused  nim  of  jest- 
vith  them  impertinently,  and  threatened  to  fall 
I  him  and  beat  him,  in  gtienion  of  liis  raillery. 
oldest  amongst  them,  wiio  had  some  influence 
the  rest,  prevnled  on  them  to  desist  from  vio- 
I. 

Teu  aae  by  his  speech  and  his  fool's  cap,"  said 
that  he  is  one  or  the  foreign  mountebanks  who 
Mne  mto  the  country,  and  whom  some  call  ma- 
ts and  soothsayers,  and  some  jugglers,  and  the 
and  there  ia  no  knowing  what  tncks  they  have 
igst  theni,  I  have  heard  of  such  a  one  paying  a 
to  eat  his  bellyfiiU  of  grapes  in  a  poor  man's 
»rd  ;  and  he  ate  as  many  as  would  nave  loaded 
Ik  and  never  undid  a  button  of  his  jerkin^and 
t  nim  pass  quietly,  and  keep  his  wav,  as  we  will 
Nxrs. — And  you,  frtoid,  if  you  would  shun  worse, 
quietly  on.  in  the  nanie  of  God,  our  Lady  of 
Kmtier,  and  Saint  Martin  of  Tours,  and  trouble 
more  about  vour  Maitre  Pierre,  which  may  be 
er  name  for  the  devil,  for  aught  we  know." 
r-Soot,  finding  himself  much  the  weaker  party, 
I  it  hie  wisest  course  to  walk  on  without  reply ; 
le  peasants,  who  at  first  shrunk  from  him  m 
f^  at  his  supposed  talents  for  sorcery  and  grape- 
Dn^  took  heart  of  grace  as  he  got  to  a  distance, 
avm^  littered,  a  few  cries  and  curses,  finally 
them  emphasis  with  a  shower  of  stones,  al- 
k  at  such  a  distance  as  to  do  little  or  no  harm 
object  of  their  displeasure.  Quontin,  as  he  pur* 
us  walk,  began  to  think,  in  his  turn,  either  that 
neelf  lay  under  a  spell,  or  that  the  people  of 

9er  Mnd  Btnngers  tJta*  estrtng$d  kindred.  TIm  motto  i» 
Mon  a  dirk«beIoMin|r  to  «  [leraon  who  had  but  too  much 
to  ctKHMM9  raeh  a  Mvioe.  It  wm  left  by  him  in  my  fathor, 
«onoect*d  with  a  clnbc*  counw  of  adveiitttre*.  whicl% 
»  day  b»  told.    Tha  waopoo  ti  now  io  my  poMosaion. 


Touraine  were  the  moat  stupid,  bratal,  and  inboipi- 
Uble  of  the  French  peasants.    The  next  incident 
which  came  under  his  observation  did  not  tend  to  di- 
minish this  opinion. 
On  a  slight  emuienoe)  rising  above  the  rapkl  and 


beside  them  stood  three  or  four  peasanta  motionless^ 
with  their  eyes  turned  upwards,  and  fizedL  apparently! 
upon  some  object  amonsst  the  branches  of  the  tree 
next  to  them.  The  meduatbns  of  jouth  are  seldom 
so  {profound  as  not  to  yield  to  the  shghtcst  impulse  of 
curiosity,  as  easily  as  the  lightest  peoble,  dropped  ca- 
sually  uom  the  hand,  brealis  the  surface  of  a  limpid 
pool.  Q,uentin  hastened  his  pace,  and  ran  lightly  up 
the  rising  ground,  time  enough  to  witness  the  ghastly 
spectacle  which  attracted  the  notice  of  these  gazers— 
which  was  nothing  less  than  the  bodv  of  a  man,  con* 
vulsed  by  the  last  agony,  suspended  on  one  of  the 
branches. 

"  Why  do  you  not  cut  him  downl"  said  the^oun^ 
Scot,  whose  hand  was  as  ready  to  assist  affliction,  af 
to  maintain  hia  own  honour  when  he  deemed  it  as- 
sailed. 

One  of  the  peasants,  tiumbg  on  him  an  eye  from 
which  fear  had  banished  all  expressk>n  but  ite  own^ 
and  a  face  as  pale  as  clay,,pointed  to  a  mark  cut  upon 
the  bark  \)f  the  tree,  haviji«  the  same  rude  resem- 
blance  to  a  Aeur'tU-fya  which  certain  talismanie 
scratchea  well  known  to  our  revenue  officers,  bear 
to  a  Inroad  amne.  Neither  understanding  nor  helBding 
the  import  of  this  symbol,  young  Durward  sprung 
lightly  aa  the  ounce  up  into  the  tree,  drew  from  Ins 
pouch  that  most  necessary  implement  of  a  High* 
lander  or  woodsman,  the  trusty  akcne  dfnuinnd^  call- 
ing to  those  below  to  receive  the  body  on  tneir  hands^ 
cut  the  rope  asunder  in  less  than  a  minute  after  he 
hod  perceived  the  exigency. 

But  his  humanity  was  ilfsecondcd  by  the  by-stand- 
era.  So  far  from  rendering  Durward  any  assistance, 
they  seemed  terrified  at  the  audacity  of  his  action, 
and  took  to  flight  with  one  consent,  as  if  they  feared 
their  merely  lookint;  on  might  have  been  construed 
into  accession  to  his  daring  deed.  The  body,  unsup- 
ported from  beneath,  fell  heavily  to  earth,  m  such  a 
manner,  that  Q,uei]tin,  who  presently  afterwards 
jumped  down,  had  the  mortification  to  f^ee  that  the 
last  sparks, of  life  were  extinguished.  He  gave  no^ 
up  his  charitable  purpose,  however,  without  farthei 
etibrts.  He  freed  the  wretched  man's  neck  from  the 
fatal  noose,  undid  the  doublet,  threw  water  on  the 
face,  and  practised  the  other  ordinary  remedies  re- 
sorted, to  for  recalling  suspended  animation. 

While  he  was  thus  humanely  engaged,  a  wild  cla- 
mour of  tongues,  sneaking  a  language  which  he  knew 
not,  arose  around  him ;  and  he  had  scarcely  time  !o 
observe  that  he  was  surrounded  by  several  men  anc^ 
women  of  a  singular  and  foreign  appearance,  whf  n 
be  found  hiniscu  roughly  seizedi  by  both  arms,  while 
a  naked  knife,  at  the  Haino  moment,  was  oilerod  to 
his  throat. 

"Palo  slave  of  Eblipf  said  a  man,  in  imperfect 
French,  "  are  you  robbing  him  you  have  murdered  7— 
But  we  have  you—and  you  shall  aby  it." 

There  were  knives  drawn  on  every  side  of  him  aa 
these  words  were  spoken,  and  tbegnm  and  distorted 
countenances  which  f?lared  on  him,  were  like  those 
of  wolves  rushing  on  their  prey. 

Still  the  young  Scot's  courage  and  presence  of  mind 
bore  him  out.  ^'  What  mean  ye.  riy  masters  ?"  he 
said ;  *' if  that  be  your  friend's  body,  f  have  just  now 
cut  him  down,  in  i)ure  charity,  and  you  will  do  better 
to  try  to  recover  his  life,  than  to  misuse  an  innocent 
stranger  to  whom  he  owes  his  chance  of  escape." 

The  M'omen  had  by  this  timo  taken  possession  ol 
the  dead  body,  and  continued  the  attempts  to  recoyer 
animation  which  Durward  had  been  makinff  use.o^ 
though  with  the  like  bad  success  i  so  thai,  desisting 
from  their  fruitless  cftbrts,  they  seemed  to  abandon 
themselves  to  all  the  Oriental  expressions  of  grief} 

f  Black  knifo ;  a  vpecteii  of  knifb  without  dam  or  hinfa,  for ' 
merly  much  uted  by  ttio  Hishlnnder*.  who  anldom  travalM 
without  iiuek  an  ufiy  weapon^  UioukH  it  n  now  lanly  aia<** 
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^6  wometi  making  a  piteous  wailmflfi  and  tearms 
their  long  black  hair,  while  the  men  seemed  to  rend 
dieir  garments,  and  to  sprinkle  dust  upon  their  heads. 
They  gradually  became  so  much  engaged  in  their 
mgurnmg  rites,  that  they  bestowed  no  longer  any  at- 
tention on  Durward,  of  whose  innocence  they  were 
brobably  satisfied  from  circumstances.  1 1  would  cer- 
tainly have  boen  his  wisest  plan  to  have  left  these 
wild  people  to  their  own  courses,  but  he  had  been 
bred  m  almost  reckless  contempt  of  danger,  and  felt 
all  the  eagerness  of  youthliil  curiosity. 

The  singular  assemblage,  both  male  and  female^ 
wore  turbans  and  caps,  more  shnilar,  in  genera!  ap- 
pearaDce,  to  his  own  bonnet,  than  to  the  hats  com- 
monly worn  in  Prance.  Several  of  the  men  had 
curled  black  beards,  and  the  complexion  of  all  was 
nearly  as  dark  as  that  of  Africans.  One  or  two,  who 
seemed  their  chiefs,  had  some  tawdry  omamen  a  of 
silver  about  their  necks  and  m  their  ears,  and  wore 
•howy  scarfe  of  yellow,  or  scarlet,  or  light  green ; 
but  their  legs  and  arms  were  bark  and  the  whole 
H'oop  seemed  \^Tetched  and  squaBa  in  appearance. 
There  were  no  weapons  among  them  that  Durward 
saw.  except  the  long  knives  wHh  which  they  had 
lately  menaced  him,  and  one  short  crooked  sabre^  or 
Moorish  sword,  which  was  worn  by  an  active-looking 
young  man,  who  often  laid  his  hand  upon  the  hO( 
while  he  surpassed  the  rest  of  the  party  m  his  extra- 
vagant expressions  of  grief,  and  seemed  to  mingle 
with  them  threats  of  vengeance. 

The  disordered  and  yelunjg  group  were  so  difTerent 
in  appearance  from  any  beings  whom  Quentin  had 
yet  seen,  that  he  was  on  the  point  of  concluding  them 
to  be  a  party  of  Saracens,  of  those  **  heathen  bounds," 
who  were  the  opponents  of  gentle  knights  and  Chris- 
tian monarchs,  in  all  the  romances  which  he  had 
heard  or  read,  and  was  about  to  withdraw  himself 
from  a  neighbourhood  so  perilous,  when  a  galloping 
of  horse  was  heard,  and  the  supposed  Saracens,  who 
had  raised  by  this  time  the  body  of  their  comrade 
upon  their  shoulders,  were  at  once  charged  by  a  party 
of  French  soldiers. 

This  sudden  apparition  changed  the  measured  wail- 
ing of  the  mourners  into  irregular  shrieks  of  terror. 
The  body  was  thrown  to  the^ground  in  an  instant, 
and  those  who  were  around  it,  showed  the  utmost 
and  most  dexterous  activity  in  escaping,  under  the 
bellies  as  it  were  of  the  horses,  from  the  point  of  the 
lances  which  were  levelled  at  them,  with  exclama- 
tions of  "Down  with  the  accursed  heathen  tliieves— 
take  and  kill— bind  them  like  beasts— spear  them  like 
wolves!" 

These  cries  were  accompanied  with  corresponding 
acts  of  violence)  but  such  was  the  alertness  of  the 
fugitives,  the  ground  being  rendered  unfavourable  to 
the  horsemen  oy  thickets  and  bushes,  that  only  two 
Were  struck  down  and  made  prisoners,  one  of  whom 
was  the  young  fellow  with  the  sword,  who  had  pre- 
viously oncred  some  resistance.  Ctuentin,  whom  for- 
tune seemed  at  this  period  to  have  chosep  for  the  butt 
of  her  shafts,  was  at  the  same  time  seized  by  the  sol- 
diers, and  his  arms,  in  spite  of  his  remonstrances, 
bound  down  with  a  cord;  those  who  apprehended 
him  showing  a  readiness  and  despatch  in  the  opera- 
tion, which  proved  them  to  be  no  novices  in  matters 
of  iHjlice. 

Looking  anxiously  to  the  leader  of  the  horsemen, 
from  whom  he  hoped  to  obtam  liberty,  Quentin  knew 
not  exactly  whether  to  be  pleased  or  alarmed  upon 
recognising  in  him  the  down-looking  and  silent  com- 
panion of  MaitTb  Pierre.  True,  whatever  crime  these 
strangers  might  be  accused  of,  this  officer  m;ght 
know,  from  the  history  of  the  morning,  that  he,  Dur- 
ward, had  no  connexion  with  them  whatever ;  but  it 
was  a  more  difficult  question,  whether  this  sullen 
roan  would  be  either  a  favourable  judge  or  a  willing 
witness  in  his  behalf;  and  he  feltdoubtml  whether  he 
would  mend  his  condition  by  making  any  direct  ap- 
l^lication  to  him. 

But  there  was  little  leisure  for  hesitation.  "Trois- 
Kschelles  and  Petit- Andr6,"  said  the  down-looking 
officer  to  two  of  his  band,  *'  these  same  trees  stand 
here  9iMte  convenient.  I  will  teaeh  these  misbelieving, 
ttueving  sorceiCTB  to  interfere  with  the  iOng^s  justice, 


when  it  has  visited  any  of  theff  aceuned  iscfc  ^ 
mount,  my  chiMren,  and  do  your  office  luiddr.' 

Trois-Escbelles  and  PetivAndr6  werein  uiiiia 
on  foot,  and  Ctuentin  ebserved  that  they  had  oA,  ri 
the  crupper  and  pommel  of  his  aiddlcL  t  od  ortvi 
of  ropes,  which  they  hastily  undid,  and  ilnwed  ^ 
in  iact,  each  cdil  fonned  a  haltei;  wkh  die  fatal  m* 
adjusted,  ready  for  execution.  The  blood  ru  criiii 
Quentin's  veins,  when  he  saw  three  conb  leieeiei 
and  perceived  that  it  was  proposed  to  pat  one  and 
his  own  neck.  He  called  on  the  officer  lediR> 
minded  him  of  their  meeting  that  monmf;,  6mi 
the  right  of  a  frse-bom  Scotsman,  in  s  m&fwi 
allied  country^  and  denied  any  knowlednof  t^w 
sons  along  with  whom  he  was  seisea,  or  of  v 
misdeeds. 

The  officer  whom  Durwani  thus  iddiwtiUm 
deiffAed  to  look  at  him  while  he  wis  ipeaBsft  d 
tooK  no  notice  whatever  of  the  ddn  be  pniF 
red  to  prior  acquaintance.  He  bardy  timed  toctc 
two  of  the  peasants  who  were  now  oone  bnd 
either  to  volunteer  their  evidence  agttnst  tlie  pm 
ers,  or  out  of  curiosity,  and  said  gnSx,  "Wajs 
der  young  fellow  with  the  vagab<»ul8r 

'*  That li6  was,  sfar,  and  it  please  yoo  tdkh 
vostship,"  answered  «ne  of  the  dowiK:  "hw 
the  very  first  blasphemously  to  cut  down  the  td 
whom  his  Ma  jesty^s  justice  most  deservedly  km 
as  we  told  your  worship." 

"  ril  swear  by  God,  and  Samt  MartiB  of  ta 
to  have  seen  him  with  their  ganft"  eiid  atk 
"  when  they  pillaged  our  mMairu^^ 

'*Nay.  but,  father,"  said  a  boy.  "yoodshiAi 
was  black,  and  this  youth  is  fiur;  yoadercBeU 
short  curled  hair,  and  this  bath  ioiigftirlo^' 

"  Ay,  child."  said  the  peasant,  **  indMi^tJR 
will  say  yonder  one  had  a  green  coat  wiiiP! 
jerken.  But  his  worship,  the  ProvosJ,  bw? » 
they  can  change  their  camplexioni  af  oslr  s 
then-  jerkins,  so  that  I  am  still  miiuhdkmH 
same.^'  .^ 

**  It  is  enough  that  yon  have  seen  fainifiMiHK 
with  the  course  of  the  Kin^s  justice^  bl>'"'!5? 
recover  an  executed  traitor?'  said  ibeote.-T* 
Eschelles  and  Petit  Andre,  despatch."  ,  _.. 

"  Stay,  signior  officer!"  exclaimed  uje  w 
mortal  agony—"  hear  me  speak— let  «  »[■ 
guiltlessly— my  blood  will  be  nnuired  of  yn  W 
countrymen  in  this  world,  and  byHetvai.w 
in  that  which  is  to  follow."  ^. 

"  I  wDl  answer  for  my  actions  inbotlij  "JJ 
Provost,  coldly;  and  made  a  sign  with  m  W 
to  the  executioner?;  then,  %viih  a  smile  .ofw, 
ant  malice,  touched  with  his  ibrefinffar  In  iM 
which  hung  suspended  in  a  sctr^  °t>***H!!S 
by  the  blow  which  Durward  had  dealt  him  mw 
ina.  ^  ^\ 

**  Miserable,  vindictive  wretch  P'  ansiwred dm) 
persuaded  by  that  action  that  private  i^^^Wr 
the  sole  motive  of  this  man's  rigour,  >»  "■' 
mercy  whatever  waiT  to  be  expected  from  ^ 

"  The  poor  youth  raves,"  said  the  fir 
**  speak  a  word  of  comfort  to  him  ere  be 
transit,  Trois-Esdielles;  thou  art  a  coDifD.<^ 
in  such  cases,  when  a  confessor  is  not  tt  M 
Give  him  one  minute  of  ghostly  advice^  vmr' 
matters  in  the  next    I  must  proceed  on  <» 
—Soldiers,  follow  meP*  . 

The  Provost  rode  on,  followed  by  hisfaa** 
ing  two  or  three  who  were  left  to  ^mmvj 
ccution.    The  unhappy  yonth  cast  >ftv  "IF 
almost  darkened  by  despair,  and  tfaoi^t  ta 
in  every  tramp  of  his  horse's  retreatngj^' 
last  slight  chance  of  his  safety  vanished.  B* 
around  him  in  agony,  and  was  sonmiedL  < 
that  moment,  to  see  the  stoical  indifisre&o*. 
low-prisoners.    They  had  previously  tmar 
sicn  of  fear,  and  made  every  efibrt  toeMS^f 
wnen  secured,  and  destined  apparently  to" 
death,  they  awaited  its  arrival  wfth  the  " 
posure.    The  scene  of  fate  before  them, 
a  more  yellow  tinge  to  their  swarthy 
neither  agitated  their  featurei^.  nor 
stubborn  banghtiness  of  their  eye. 


Iik0  hsm,  m&^wtter  til  fhisir wiles  and artM at- 
tempts at  escape  ajre  exhaaated,  die  with  a  nlent  and 
Mllen  fortitiRife  whieh  wolves  and  bears,  tke  fiercer 
objeeti  of  the  chase,  do  not  exhibit. 

Tiuir  were  nndauated  br  the  conduct  of  the  fatal 
•SflCtttioaera,  who  went  aoont  their  woik  with  more 
deliberation  than  their  master  had  leeommendedi 
snd  whieh  probably  arose  froili  their  having  aocpiired 
by  habit  a  kind  of  pieaaute  in  the  diaeharge  of  their 
horrid  office.  We  pause  an  inatsnt  to  doeenbothem, 
bsRanse,  nndsr  a,  tyrannr,  whether  despotic  or  popu- 
lar, the  character  of  the  nanguMUi  becomes  a  aubjeot 
sf jrrave  importaneeL 

These  functionaries  were  eassniiaUy  different  in 
their  appearance  and  mannera.  Louia  osod  to  call 
them  Oemochtus  and  HeraoUtus,  and  thsir  master, 
the  Provost,  termed  them,  •/eon-yui-jrfciir^  and.Xstfn*' 
fu4-TiL 

Trois-Eschelles  was  a  tall,  thin,  ahastiy  man,  wi& 
a  peooUar  aiavitr  of  nsage,  and  a  fiu^e  toeary  round 
his  neck,  tne  uae  of  which  he  was  aooostomed  pious- 
ly to  offer  to  thooe  stififlsevs  on  whom  be  did  his  duty. 
He  had  one  or  two  Latin  texts  continually  in  ua 
mouth  on  the  BOtfaBigneaa  and  vanhy  of  human  life ; 
and,  had  it  been  regular  to  have  enjoyed  such  a  plu* 
lahty,  he  might  have  held  the  ofice  of  oon&asor  to 
the  jail  in  commendam  vrith  that  of  exeeutioQer. 
Peiit-Andri,  on  the  contrary,  was  a  joyous-looking, 
found,  active  Kttle  fellow,  who  rolled  about  inexeeuv 
tion  of  his  duty  as  if  it  wave  the  most  divehing  oeeu- 
pacion  ih  the  worid.  He  seemed  to  have  a  aort  of  fond 
afiection  for  hia  viecima,  and  alwava  apokm  of  them 
in  kindHr  and  affeetionata  lerma.  They  were  hia  poor 
honest  reUows«  his  pretty  dears^  hiamops.  hiagood 
eU  fathera,  aa  their  age  or  sax  ought  be » and  aa  Trais* 
Rschellea  endeavound  to  inspire  them  with  a  philo- 

a^hical  or  veligiooa  leffinl  to  fiitoiity,  Petit-Andrfi 
dom  felled  to.refreah  them  with  a  jest  or  two,  aa  if 
to  induce  them  to  paaa  from  life  aa  aoroething  that 
was  liKiier9M|  oantemptiUek  and  not  worthy  of  seiious 
consideralioa. 

1  cannot  tell  why  or  wherefore  it  was^  hot  these 
two  teoellentpersdnsk  notwithstanding  the  variety  of 
their  talentS|  and  the  rare  aocarrence  of  such  among 
persona  of  their  profeasion,  were  both  mora  ntierlv 
dotested  than,  perhapa,  any  creatures  of  their  kino, 
whether  before  or  nnoei  and  the  only  doubt  of  thooe 
v^ho  knew  aught  of  them  waa,  whether  the  grove  sad 
pathetic  Trois-EschelletL  or  the  frisky,  comic,  alert 
Petit- Andr^  waa  ihe  obgiBet  of  the  greateat  fear  or  of 
the  deepest  execration.  It  ia  eartain  they  bore  the 
■llilni  in  both  particulars  over  every  hangman  in 
France^  unless  it  were  perhapa  their  master,  Taatan 
THenuite,  the  renowned  Provoet-Manhai,  or  kit 
maater,  Louie  XI.* 

It  moat  not  be  auppossd  that  tbeae  reflections  were 
of  QueadnDucwardV  making.  Ljfe^  death,  time,  and 
•temity,  were  awimmmg  befine  hia  eyea-^a.  atunning 
aitd  overwhelmii|g  prosBect,  from  wnk:h  human  na-» 
fore  recoiled  in  its  weaikDee^  though  human  pride 
would  fain  have  borne  up.  He  addraised  hunseu  to 
th«  Qod  of  hw  fathera;  and  when  he  did  ao,  the  little 
rude  and  unroofed  chapel,  which  now  held  almost  all 
kia  race  but  himseli^  rushad  ort  his  leeollection.  **Our 
wudal  enemies  gave  mjr  kindred  gravea  m  our  own 
./and,*'  he  thougnt,  "but  I  meat  feed  the  ravena  and 
Atea.of  a  foreign  land,  like  an  excommunicated  fe* 
5n  r '  The  tears  gushed  involuntarily  from  his  eyes. 
TVoi»-EaehelIee,  looehing  one  shoulder,  gravely  eon- 
Uratulated  him  ou  hia  heavenly  diapoeitbn  for  death, 
iwid  pa  theticaily  exclaiming|  Btaii  qui  in  Domino  tno- 
fluntur^  rsmaiKcd  Ihe  soCil  was  happy  thai  left  the 
body  while  the  tear  waa  in  the  eye.  Petit- AndrC,  alap- 
ping  the  other  aboulder,  called  out,  Courage  my  fair 
■ofi  I  since  vou  must  bcgm  the  dance,  let  the  ball  open 
~;aily,  for  all  the  rebeca  are  in  tune,"  twitching  the 
taltor  at  the  aaae  time)  to  give  point  to  his  joke.  As 

•  One  of  Hmm  two'perwmi,  1  iMnwd  flfain  Hm  Cbrankme  4e 

J^n  dm  TrojTM,  but  too  late  to  a? ail  myaelf  of  tlio  informatioii, 

'  irlit  with  aoiv  aocuraef  hav*  baen  calM  PaUt>JaaD.  than 

it-Aodrt.    Tliia  wai  aetiialljr  Om  naana  of  Um  aon  of  Henry 

'onaln,  naaiw  eaocationer  of  die  Hifh  Conrt  of  Jactiec.— 

._  Conitabla  Mot  Pant  wuaxaeotiNl  67  bha  with  tuch  dex- 

ritr.  that  dw  taaa4,  wttan  atriMk  ofll  imiek  Um  fnonad  at  the 

h  the  bo4f.   This  waa  In  1411. 
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Aa  youth  tamed' hia  dismayed  looks,  frat  on  oneaM 
then  on  the-  other,  they  made  their  meaning  plainer 
by  gentlv  urging  him  forward  to  the  fetal  tree,  an,* 
udamg  ttim  hti  of  good  courage,  for  it  wouU  be  over 
in  a  moment  ^ 

In  chb  fetal  pfcdicament,  theyonihcaat  adiatract 
ed  kx>k  around  him.    "  Is  there  any  aood  GhriatiaB' 
who  hears  roe,**  he  aaid,  **that  will  tell  Ludovia 
Lealy  of  the  Scottish  Guard,  caUed  in  ihia  eovntry  La 
BalaJM,  that  hia  nephew  is  bam  basely  mardared  T' 

The  words  were  spoken  in  good  time,  for  an  Archer 
of  the  Scottish  Guard,  attracted  by  the  pn^aratiooa 
for  the  execution,  waa  standing  by,  with  one  or  two 
ether  chance-paaaengen,  to  witness  what  waa  paaa 
inc. 

^Take  heed  what  you  do^"  he  said  to  the  exeeu* 
tionera;  **if  this  youna  man  be  of  Seottiah  birth,  I 
will  not  permit  biro  to  nave  foul  play." 

*'  Heaven  foiM,  Sir  Cavalier,"  aaid  Traia^Ba 
chelles}  *'  but  we  must  obey  our  ordera,'*  drawing 
Durwaid  forvrard  by  one  arm. 

"  The  shortest  pthy  is  ever  the  feireet,'*  said  Petit 
Aadvi^  pulling  him  onward  by  the  other. 

But  Quentin  had  heard  words  of  comfort  and,  ex- 
Mng  his  strength,  he  suddenly  shodt  off  both  the 
fimahera  of  the  law,  and,  with  nia  anna  atiU  boundi 
ran  to  the  Seottiah  .^cher.  **  Stand  by  m^  oountor- 
BBan,"  he  aaid  in  hia  own  language^  "  for  the  late 
of  Scotland  and  Saint  Andrew  I  I  am  innooent-^l  am 
yoar  own  native  landaman.  Stand  by  ms^  aa  you 
shall  anawer  at  the  laat  day  f* 

**  By  Saint  Andrew  1  they  shall  make  at  yarn  through 
BM^"  said  the  Archer,  and  nnaheathed  hia  aword. 

*'  Out  nqrhonds,  countryman/'  aaid  C^nantin,  **  and 
I  Mrill  do  something  for  myself.^ 

Tkie  waa  done  with  a  touch  of  the.Arcbflr'a  vrea- 
pon)  and  the  liberated  captive,  apringing  auddenlv  00 
one  of  the  Provoet'a  guard,  wreated from  him  anil- 
berd  with  whk^h  he  waa  armed;  *'And  Aow,'*  ha 
aa^  '*  Come  on,  if  you  dare  t" 

The  two  officers  whiapeied  together. 

"  Riie  thou  after  the  Provoet-Marahai"  aaid  aVia» 
Eachdlea^  "and  I  vrill  detain  them  hers,  if  I  can.*-  , 
SoldierBoifhe  Provoat'a  guard,  atand  to  your  arma. 

Petit  ABdr6  mounted  hia  horae  and  left  the  field, 
and  the  other  Marshal'a-men  in  attendanoa  drew  to- 

Stherso  haatily  at  theeonmiand  of  Troia-BseheUes, 
at  they  eafTeral  the  other  two  prisoners  to  make 
their  eeeape  during  the  cenluaion.  Feifaapa  they  \ 


not  very  anxioua  to  detain  them ;  for  dkey  had  of  lata 
bean  sated  with  the  blood  of  such  wretohea,  and, 
like  other  ferodeua  anhnals,  were,  through  long 
alani^ter,  become  tired  of  camaga    But  die  | 


alangnter,  become  tired  of  camaga  But  tlie  pretext 
waa,  that  they  thought  themselves  immediately  ^call- 
ed npon  to  attend  to  the  aafety  of  Troia-BachelleBi 
for  there  waa  a  jealooay,  which  oocaaonally  led  to 
open  quarrela  betwixt  the  Scottjah  Arehera  and  the 
Maranai-guardai  who  executed  the  orden  of  their 
Provoet. 

**  We  art  strong  enongh  to  beat  the  proad  Seoto 
twice  over,  if  .it  b»your  DleaaurB,"  aaid  one  of  these 
eoldiers  to  Troia-Eschelles. 

Bui  that  cantibna  official  tnade  a  Ufp^  to  hhn  to  re- 
main qmeti  and  addressed  the  Scottish  Archer  with' 
great  ctvihiy.  "  Surely,-  ar,  thia  ia  a  great  insult  to 
the  Provost-Manhal,  that  you  should  presume  to  in  ' 
lerfero  with  the  eoorso  of  the  King'a  justice^  duly  ana 
lawfoUy  committed  to  hia  charge :  and  it  ia  no  act  of  • 
Justioe  to  me,  who  am  in  lawful  posaeaaba  of  mr 
criminal.  Neither  is  it  a  well-meant  kindneaa  to  th* 
yoath  higisel^  seehig  that  fifry  opportonitiea  of  hang- 
ing him  may  oecur,  without  hia  being  found  in  at^ 
happy  a  atato  of  preparation  aa  he  waa  befoia  your  ill 
adviaed  intvference."  » 

**  If  my  ^onng  countryman."  aakl  jbe  Scot,  amiling^ 
**  be  of  opirtion  I  have  done  him  an  ii^ory,  1  will  re  . 
turn  him  to  year  charge  without  a  word  mofe  dia^ 
pufo." 

"  No,  no  !~for  the  love  of  Heaven,  no  I"  exclaimed 
(Quentin.  "I  would  rather  ycvi  awept  myheadofl' 
with  your  k>ng  aword— it  would  better  beoonw  anr 
birth,  than  to  die  by  the  hands  of  f  iich  a  foul  churl.*' 

"Hear  how  he  rovilethl"  said  the,  finisher  of  th« 
lam    **AkBl  h»w  soon  ow  beat  rssalntiona  paaa 


n^v^Vj 


nray  l^-^fae-  im#  n  m  bleised  fi^mt  Tor  departine  bat 
now,  and  in  two  minutes  he  hae  become  a  contemner 
olauUKnitieflL" 

"TeU  meat  once,"  «vd  the^Arcfaer, "  wfaathaathie 
yonng^nandone?" 

^'interfered,"  ansiprered  TVoia-EachcUeik  with  aome 
eameaiiieea,  to  take  down  the  dead  body  of  a  ciinih- 
■all  when  the  iUur-do-tys  was  maif^  on  the  tree 
whan  he  was  nuiK  with  my  own  proper  hand." 

*^Hbw  ia  this,  yoong  man  7^  aatd  the  Archers 
'*  how  came  you  to  nave  committed  aooh  an  ofieDoeT' 

"As I  deeire  your  protection,"  anawered  Dnrward, 
'^1  wiU  tail  you  the  truth  as  it  I  weM  at  eoniiBBaion. 
I  mm,  a  maa  atniggiing  on  the  tive^  and  .1  went  to 
cut  hirfi  down  out  of  mere  humanitv.  I  thought  nei- 
ther of  Jl^ur^de-iua  nor  of  clore^guiiflower,  and  had 
jk)  more  idea  of  onending  the  Kmg  of  France  than  oar 
Father  the  Popa" 

**'WlMt  a  murrain  had  you  to  do  with  thedeadbody 
i)ien  1"  ea!4  the  Archer.  ''  YouMl  see  them  hangnift 
in  the  rear  of  this  gentleman,  like  gnpea  on  every 
tmev  and  you  will  have  enough  to  do  in  tUa  country 
if  you  go  a-^leaning  after  the  hangman.  Howei{|ei^ 
I  will  not  quit  a  coontryman^a  cauM  if  I  can  heh>  it. 
^Hark  ye.  Master  Marshal's-mao,  yoo  aee  this  is  en-' 
titely  a  mistake.  Yoii  should  have  some  compaaabn 
oiuD  yioang  a  traveller.  In  our  ooontry  at  home  he  has 
nAheea  aeeustoraed  to  see  SMh  active  proeeedinga  as 
snurft  and  yoor  masters." 

"  Not  for  want  of  need  of  them,  8ig(nior  Archer," 
said  Petit-Andr^  who  returned  at  this  momenL— 
**  Stand  Dast^  Troie-Bschellea,  for  herecomea  the  Pro- 
vost-Marshal :  we  shall  presently  soa  how  he  wiU 
rebsh  living  Jiia  work  taken  out  of  Jiia  hand  before 
It  is  fimshed.  * 

"And  in'goed  time,**  said  the  Archer,  "here  come 
aome  of  my  comrades." 

Adooidingly,  as  the  Provoet  TrisUn  rade  up  with 
his  patrol.oii'One  side  of  the  little  hill  which  was  the 
acene  of  the  altercation,  tona  or  five  Scottish  Archen 
came  as  hastily  up  on  the  other,  and  at  their  heaid  the 
BakM  himsdi 

Upon  this  urgencn^  Leiiv  showed  none  of  diat  in" 
diflorence  towards  ms  nephew  of  which  i^uendn  had 
in  his  heart  aocosed  him ;  for  he  no  sooasr  saw  hia 
comrade  and  Dorward  standing  upon  their  defence, 
than  he  exclaitaed,  "  Cunmngwim,  I  thank  thee.*— 
QcBtlemei»*^oomrades,  lend  me  voor  aid<^t  is  ayoong 
Scottish  «ntleman*-my  nephewHLdndqaay^-Ou- 
thtie— Tyfle,  draw,  and  strike  m )" 

There  was  now  every  prospect  of  a  desperate  aenf* 
fte  between  the  partiefl,  who  were  not  so  dispropor* 
uoned  in  numbers,  but  that  the  belter  arms  of  the 
Scottish  cavaliera  gave  them  an  e^ual  chance  of  vic- 
tory* But  the  Provost-Marshal,  either  doobiinir  the 
issue  of  the  conflict,  or  aware  that  it  wonki  be  disa- 
Kraeabte  to  the  King,  made  a  sign  to  his  Mlbwen  to 
forbear  from  violenoe.  while  he  demanded  of  Balafrl^ 
who  now  put  himaelf  forward  as  the  head  of  the 
other  psxtyr  ^  What  hd,  a  cavalier  of  the  Kkig's  Body 
Qsard.  purposed  by  opposing  the  eaDeeutbn  of  a  on- 
minai  T     , 

*'I  deny  that  I  do  soy"  answered  the  Balafr€.^ 
*^ Saint  Martin!  there  hi  I  think,  somedifftrBncebe* 
tween  the  execution  of  a  ciirainal,  and  the  slaughter 
olmv  own  nephew  V* « 

"  Ypnr  nephew  may  be  a  erirainal  as  well  as;  an- 
other, Signer,"  said  (he  Provost-Marshal  t  "  andeve- 
n  etnnger  in  Franos  is  smenaUe  to  the  Uiws  of 

M  Ye&  bnt  we  hare  privileges,  we  Scottish  Archers," 
■sad  BalaM :  "  have  we  not,  comradesr' 

''  Y%ai  yes,^'  they  aU  exdaimod  together.  "  Privi- 
leges— privileges  1  bong  live  King  Louis—iong  live  the 
hold  Bahifrf-^longiive  the  Scottish  Chiaid— and  death 
to  all  who  would  infringe  our  privileges  1" 
'  '"Takarsaeon  with  you,  gentlemen  ««valierB,"  said 
the  Provost-Marshal ;  **  consider  my  commission.** 

'^We  will  have  no  veason  at  your  hand,"  said  Cun- 


ttincHiafli  t  *'  our  o  wn  ofiioen  ahall  do  us  reason.  W43 
will  be  judged  by  the  Hang's  grace,  or  by  our  own 
Captam,  now  that  the  Lord  Hi^^  Constable  is  not  in 


•  Undwn  WiU .  bn  hutBsd  by  noBs^f  mU  Lmdes^t* 


"but  Sandis  WBion,  ifa«  iMU  ] 
ain  body.** 


-^e' 


nannd  nyssi^  I  ^ 

pet  abont  my  craig.** 

"But  hear  y^Mid  the  Provost^Marahal,  "da 
young  felkiw bebngn notto  yon, and  eanaot dsn 
what  you  call  your^privileiDsa.^- 

"  mat  vre  cntt  our  piiwleffM^  sB  shall  adnutnhi 
'  '*  said  Cnnningham. 

e  will  not  hear  them  questioned f*  was  tht:» 
versa!  cry  of  the  Affohers. 

'*  Ye  ate  mad,  my  mastwa**  mi  Tiistan  lUenili 
•^"  No  one  dinteS'  yonr  pnvueges  1  bat  dnirsoikii 
not  one  of  yon?* 
'  He  is  my  nephew,**  said  the  Balafi€,  with  •  >» 
^hsol'air. 

But  no  Arehet  of  the  Gnasd,  I  ^■ds''nniirf 
Tristan  I'Hennitew 
The  Archers  looked  on 


tainty. 

"  Stand  to  ityet,  oomrade,*' , 

to  Bidi^M*-^*'  Say  heis  engaasd  wnh  ml' 

"  Saint MsEtn !  yoa  vay  well;  laireoowiyniii."» 
swend  Lealyi  andraiamg  his  voku^  swan  tinih 
had  that  day  enrolled  hisiunsaBn  mb  one  of  liiflii 
■etinae. 

This  declaration  wans  decisive  aniBneBL   . 

"It is  well^  gentlemei*  *  said  thsftevettTiBin 
who  wnsa.ware  of  the  kjag  s  nnrvovs  apfirchaM 
of  disafleotMn  erceping  in  awsDg  his  OaiinB-''T« 
know,  as  yon  aay.  yoor  privilenes.  and  k  ii  M  9 
da^  to  have  brawls  with'  the  8iM*a  Guanh,  if  us* 
be  avoided.  Bnt  I  wiH  report  this  matter  ftrM 
King's  own  deeiskHi  t  and  I  wonJd  have  Fi»h 
aware,  that^  in  doing  so,  i  sot  more  mMy  ^^ 
haps  ray  duty  wananu  me.^ 

So  aayiiig,  he pnt  his  troop  into  nstiBn,«in* 
Archers,  remaining  on  the  spot,  held  a  hasresw 
tation  what  must  neit  be  dona^ 

"  We  most  rmrt  the  matter  to  Lsid  CiBidM 
Captain,  in  tfaenrst  plaee^  and  hnvn  thsyosBgiswi 
name  put  on  the  rbn/* 

"  But.  gentlemen,  and  my  worthy  ftioidi  aidm 
servers,*'  saki  Qnentin,  with  some heattrtion,  "It^ 
not  yet  determined  whether  to  take  secfiee  vith  p 
or  no."  , 

"Then  settle  ra  your  own  moid,'*  said  fan  vl 
"  whether  you  cbobee  to  do  so,  or  be  haapd-fvl 
ppomtae  you,  that,  nephew  of  minessveesnl* 
no  other  chaaee  of  your  *seaping  the  gshotn." 

This  was  an  onanswehihle  nguraent^  *"4^r!t 
Quentiii  at  once  to  acquiesce  in  whkt  mnuptHM 
otherwise  oonsklered  as  no  very  igreeabtopwsg; 
but  the  raoent  escape  from  the  hdter,  whidi  MM 
actually  arotmd  his  ttedc,  wonld  prebsblybiTeny 
died  Inm  to  a  worse  aheniative  than  waspnpjiJi 

'^  He  must  go  home  vrith  os  <o  our  caseniA' * 
Cuimingham  $  **  there  is  no  safety  for  him  ootoiit 
bound&  whilet  thess  man^hnaters  wn  pi**M 
about*'  ,  ^ 

"  May  I  not  then  abide  for  this  ntght  at  the boMl, 

here  I  breakftsted,  fur  nncler*  said  lbej«f£ 
.^1.1 u.  _  lik»niadyanewrBcnat,tMi^" 


thinking,  ^_      . 

a  aingle  mghtof  uveuuni  waBwmeuuiiKB'u'rr  «. 

*"  Yes,  Mr  nephew '*  answered  fab  nnd«kk<nM| 
"  that  we  may  have  the  pkasure  of  fisfamr  yeo«2 
some  canal  or  moat,  or  perhaps  out  of  a  looe^*' 
Loira  knit  ap  in  a  sack,  for  the  grsaisr  coutmm 
of  swimming-tir  diat  is  like  to  be  iheend  odV^J 
ProvostpMnrshal  «miled  onus  when  we  pAKtf;^  J 
tinned  he,  addreksmg  Cuimingham,  **Biid  tMl**J 
aign  his  thoughts  were  dangenios.** 

- 1  cere  not  for  his  danger.**  said  Cubdu^ 
^such  gamei  as  we  are  beyond  his  fahd-bolto. 
would  have  thee  tell  the  whole  to  th^  J)eT^j 
who  is  always  a  good  friend  to  the  Scotltfku 
and  vrill  see  Father  Louis  before  the  ProvDii«i^>^ 
he  is  to  shafe  him  tD-n>9Trow."  J 

"  But  hark  you,**  saidRslafr*,  "'t"^ ^''^T 
ver  empty-handed,  and  I  am  as  bare  aa  tbswwf 
December.*' 


notw»yvtetox«kfi4NirScdtti0h  woTOB&f  aive.  yfn 
will  «i«ko  up'flomffibing  h«iidMa]»9mong  «•  «8«uwi 
Uie  n«fl  9ay-4Uiy  I  tiia.il  ik,«9lpeei»  to  ahm  I* 
m  teil^you,  the  iwy*^  mtt  mM  mm  m.  tii« 

*^  Andoow ior  the  GhuatUb"  stki  Bftli^i.  ''aod 
my  gepbtsw  fbaU  tell  m  byiiie  way  Jumkt  be  bioiiiib^t 
tbo  ProvaMrttbrabal  on  bti  BluiuM«r«»  that  we  mai 
kn^ow  how  u>  fr^me  our  lepoiitbQih  to  Qmwfora  aott 

of  tilt  VtT«rt«r  Novels,  (Qa$  Mmtuing,}  iha  wadirwiH  And 

Kilt  it  wen  known  tnSt  thii  extnorainkrf  variety  of' tbeW 
man raoeexiit^  in oearijr.tiiefamfl^imUiva fUte.  ipeakinr  the 
eltii9Mg«,  In  AliAoit  «ll  the  kliitt}«iM<rt'lEUMpe,«iMrooih 


« 


heir  manoera  were  aa  depraved  «i  their  appe^ranoe  va*  poor 
beffarif.  The  men  weM  in  seipsral  thievca.  md  tin  women 


hat  nail , , 

,    Their  flfet  ttfifimmktb  ii»Ear«iM  took <^ee-in  the  beriii* 

ningof  the  flfteeolh  century,  when  varioaa  baadawf  ttin  tm* 
.  fiU«r  people  nwaftrud  is  (he.atfltevant  ooii»tri«aDf  Enropa^  Thej 
I    elainied  an  Eryptian  deiceotiUid  their,  fbaturoM  altei^  thftt 

they  were  of  Bastem  orifin.  The  aceoont  giVeii  by  (heae  aitigu* 
I  lar  people  was,  thAt  jc  waa  appoietad  to  Item,  aa*a  penanee.  M 

trnvalforaeenaiqaomherorinaffi.  TteieapoloiywMprobiMy 

aeiected  ai  beiof  moat  eongeuial  ta  tim  inpacatitiona  of  the 
I   Kountriea  i^iiich  they  vfaited.    Their  appearance,  however,  and 
I  mamien,  atrongty  conti«4i<sted  the  alMgatioa  tltat  they  tievellWI 
^  flenaByreUriouaaioiiwa. 
"     l^lmr  dreaa  and  aoeoutraiaenta  were  al  OQoe  attowy  end  aqee* 

lid :  tiiose  who  acted  aa  captaina  and  ^aden  of  any  horcev  and 
I  Men  alwaya  appeared  aa  Ihetr  eoaimaiiden,  were  arrayed  tu 
.  dieaaee  of  the  moat  ahowv  eoloafa,  aech  aa  aeerfet  or '  light 
"  ga^eat  weie  woll  meenteo ;  aennaedtkt  tiUe  of  dakeeaod 
*  eounU,  and  afleded  eoofiderable  cooaeqiiaiiaeb  Thereat  of  the 
I  tribe  were  mo«t  muMrttbla  in  their  diet  and  appaxel.  fled  wiOiout 
I  hewtatioil  on  aniraeit  whieh  liod  died  of  df  aeaae.  ahd  were  clad 
L  in  Althy  and  aoantyiafi,  which  tmt4iy  tilfloed  for  tteaerdiiiarr 
"  Pttrpeeeapfooauenndaceney.  TJIeiieomplejiieawleafoailivaltf 
t  »^ni,  eppraaclunc  to  U)^^  tjte  •"  ^     - 

'  at  ttaewMtalamdoMd  eiittiietir.'  The  ftw  aru  which  they 
atudied  with  ^iMweM.  were  of  «  aHght  Md  Uiita,  thoof  h  ilif»< 
t  nioiu  de^criptipn.  Thejr  practiacd  workinc  in  iron,  but  never 
k  undn  any  great ecole.  Mkny  were  rood'aportnnMn,  good  mUfl- 
'  «•«■•,  and  maatera,  hi  a  word,  of  alAlioee  trivial  arftf,  th»  prao* 
tiee  of  #hiah  atUtUe  bedfv  thaamwre  idlaeeaa.  Hut  ihefr  in* 
conuity  never  ascended  into  induatry.  Two  or  three  ot^ 
I  peoialiarihea  aeem  to  hav»diatinjraiiibed'thqiQ^  ip  aUiceonlnea. 
The  ir  preteneiofls  to  read  forfUfM,  by  pahniatry  and  by  aatro- 
loBT,  adiuired  them  eometiiMa  reapeet,  BeC  enther  drew  liiem 
t  iwdcr  auapieioh  aa  aonmeii  :  apt  iaatly,  the  Imivaiei  aoeiMM 
i  tion  that  theyaumneeted  thair  horde  by.atealierAhiidieef  aobr 
ijeeied  them  to  doubt  and  o:tecratlon.  Prom  riua  it  Iiappei^d; 
*lhet  the  preteoaion  set  up  by  ttieee  wanderdrs.of  being  pi Igrlma 
.lli'ltie  act  of  nanaiMe,  alclioevh  it  waa  at  ll««t  adaalned,  and  hi 
f  ■Muay  iMianoe*  ei>i«ined  (bene  cMKaa(i««  from  the  fevenliMela 
forthe  countrtea  tliroagh  whioh  tliey  traTelUidt  waaanerwarda 
.totanty  ditbelieved,  wna  tliey  were  comndered  ac  in<^iiYifflble 
>Ttt^«i  and  vegranta ;  they  mnanM  alaioat  efverywhere  bepienoe 
P«fl»«tiieitaKet«  aiwt,  where  aaflhied  i«  remain,  vmw  rstHar  ob* 
UecLtf  of  peraacuUon  tJiea  of  pfoleetioo  bomMm  k^ 
i  There  ia  a  carious  and  acciirate  eccount  or  tneir  arrival  ;ji. 
!pran«e  in  the  Journal  of  a  Doctor  of  Theotoar,  which  ia  pre* ' 
te«ed.a«dpttbliahed  by- Se  learned  Poaqvier!  Tholblhywfag 
ha  mn  extract:— "  Oil  Augvat  nth.  U97»  oawne  to  aaria  tlvetve 
IpSBitaau,  .Fe]M»:i«^,,(peQaiMie  oneca,)  oa  they  called  them- 
actvee.  vis.  a  doke,  an  eari.  arul  teh  men,  all  on  horseback,  ai^ 
josRiitc  themaelveB  good  Onqstiana.  They  yrete  of  Lower  EgirL 
Hmd  ffAve  out  that,  not  loeg  baltoie,  tlie  Cliitadanehad  aebdiiM 


ir  .«tiMtry,  and  •biigad^UieBa  taeoibreea  ChriaiNmuiy  oftpata 
«Jbk  uut  U)  deatiu  Tlmae  who  wvre  baptaeed  were  neat 
\m  tn  their  own  etjuatry,  and  had  a  king  and  queen  there.— 


Bboffi  after  their  ooevereion,  the  Qhmeena  overran  tlie  ooaotrr, 
^■id  otiliied  them  tai^reboiibee  Ohrialiaflity.    Vheo.the  Bmpet 

Caret  of  tbia,  tW  rejfl  upon  thorn,  and  obTiieattiQ  wheleor 
Bieni,  both  great  and  amall,  to  quit  the  country,  ohd  go  to  the 
P^IM  at  Rome,  who  eii(joined  tttem  aeven  yeaie*  peaonee  te 
vap^iaa^  <*w  <iie  world,  wtthiyilt  lymg  in  «  b<yl 

•'TJieyr  h^d  been  wandering  &ve  yaaie  wiiea  thear  eama  te 
Parle  firet;  the  principal  people,  ai^d  aoon  offer  the  cchnmoii- 
iltr«  at>oat  |Se  or  190.  reducev  (aeeotding  to  tbefr  own  account) 
(m  vmo  or  ifiott,  when  iHey  iwohtifVttai  home,  the  mat  being 
loail,  with  their  king  an4  weaai  'Ittier  were  lodaed.  bp  the 
l5Koe  at  acme  distance  from  ilte  city,  at  Chopol  St.  Deeia. 

■•  Nearly  all.er  Uiem  had  Uieircapi bored,  and  wore two#itirer 
irnw  in  «n}h,vrhteh  thAy  aeld  w^re^mieeiiietf  omamenia  ie-their 

^-    ThCf  men  were  bUck,  their  Jioir  curled ;  Uie  women 

-.^stAr  vlacK.  their  only  clolhcf  alar^o old  duflk  garaumL 

o^er  Um  Moulders  with  &  doth  or  cord,  and  undet  it4  mt 

>te  rocket,    m  ahort,  they  were  the  most  poor  mia«rab(^ 

■arem  that  liaddver  been  sean  in  Franae ;  and.  notwithatapd'- 

llielr  poverty,  there  wefe  among  ttiem  women  who,  by  \6oit- 

into  peopie'i  lianda.  told,  their  fortanea.  and  what  wm 

me.  tliey  picked  peopie'a  pockeis  pf  their  money*  and  got  it 

»  cAefr  own,  bjr  telling  the«e,thiog«  ilirough  iotty  m^Jic^  fit 

"SJ^twithataedinff  the  ingeaJoaa  aoeou^  U  thiyn|ylmy^pydaf- 


.  TI^B  EmouoEiPqFV,.  ^  '^ 

JMM  ler  Piaca- Vetfe,  lieB«  me  dow»  that  Wiata  mMbt^ 


flirea»  kwa  thehpek   aabaer-ibe  a#<tbe»l)gre  » 
Qrawmge  pvtien  from,  the  public  atoek  f 

for  deeua  ofValovrto  be  dene  hereaiter^  ' 

Sixpence  per  day,  a^baiato^ce  opd  axreara.    •  .-  '•? 

g»»  JacrelHiy  Qpimr. 

i^  atteftd«nt  matt  (Mr  Arefterv  haTtag  heen'dkk 
mounted,  QlientihDurwan!  was  e^ctoihmoabted  iml| 
his  horscL^  and^  in  eptimarif  i^  his  martial'  eottntvsp^ 
men,  rodb  at  a  roima  pace  toWanla  the  Ga0tl6>^ 
Plessis,  about  to  become,-  although  on  h»  own  pfm 
fiiTbfontajdlr,  aii  mhafiitant  of  that  Q^oomr  fortreesi 
the  outside  of  which  h«d,.  that  mormng,  nnitik  ^&e» 
with  so  mufh  aurpnae. 

,  In  the  meairwml^  htan^welr  1^  his lincWs  repeated 
interrogationa,  he  gave  him  an  exact  account  oC  |h# 
accident' which  baa  that  morning  brought  him  in^ao. 
much  danger.  Although  he  himself  s^w'ltotyHiig  in 
his  narrative  sav^  what  waa  af!b6ting,  he  foiindit  miu 
received  with  mnch  laughter  bv  his  fegcort. 

'.'  And  yet  it  is  no  good  jest  dther,"  said  hlS  iiqi^ 
"fcr  what,  ih  the  deviTs  name,  couW  lead' the  sense*, 
leaa  boy  to  meddle  with  the  body  of  a  cursed  iiuf>|]^ 
Keying  Jewish  Hjoonsh  pagan 'r' 

"  Had  he  ouarrelled'  with  the  Marsh^ria-men  tibtMti^ 
pretty  wench,  aa  Micha^  of  Motfat  did,  there  MP 
been  ifiona  sense  m  it,"  said  CHinniVigham. 

"But  I  think  it  toucha?  oar  honour,  that TrtMarf 
and  his  people  pretend  to  confound  our  Scottish  (ton- 
nets  with  these  pilfering  vagabo;ida*  ioeqiifs  and  Ita^ 
JrtTufe,  as  th^  call  them,"  sajd  Lipdesay^-'*  If  thef 
have  not  eyes  to  s^  the  dimnmce,  thejr  imiat  b^ 
taui^t  by  rule  of  hand.  But  if  s  my  beUeJf,  Tngtan 
but  pretends  to  mistake,  that  hie  may  snap  up  M 
kmdiy  9cote  that  come  over  to  see  their  knifift^lka.*' 

'*  Mw  1  airk,^km8nfan,"  said  Quentin,  *^tM>»< 
9f  people  ^nese  are  of  whom  vou  speak  V*        \'      . 

" In  troth  yott  may  ask.**^  said  His  ^mcle,  "wt  f 
knownoti  fair  nephew,  who  ir  able  tb^  answer yo*.** 

"  Not. I,  I  am  8ure»  luthpugh  I  knqw,  it  may  be.  atf 
much  aa  other  peoj^Ie;  out  tneyfmve'appcared  1;1  this 

ddif  ihaBV«Mai,'tlie  HilMpiif  f^tet 
U  Petit JSajwWn*  ^  weMfe  Meifaen  v^f • 

men  and  women  who  hod  nad  reooUrac  14 

the  auhiect  of  the  ft}ture,aiid  siioiim  jtheir  hands  for  that  purpoie? 
TMy'  depanad  Ihun  wSint  FeMMHi  in  Uie  aaeiMr  oHsSp- 
ttoihei^  ,     ,    .  ■ 

Faafpier.  ramaclra  vpof  thk  anifuJar  joiwaa).  that  bomevel 
Uie  atory  ota  peiianee  savourp'.of.a  trick;  tbeae  people  wan<fer«lt 
op  ana-dotwn  Francv,  VAdei*  the  eye,  and  wnn  tite  knpwM^.or 
tin  iMfitfttaiM,  feHeole'thdii a  lluddTedjviara. ;  aad'itwaeaec 
pa  I6f  1.  Mm^  saaweeenf »a»ia>wei» wiM»<aead  alewt  t%ia» 
in  tiiat  kingdom.  ..  '<■ 

The  arrweior  theBcmliaw  (aa  these  singular  peohlen^fV 
eai!e9)  fh  tatimn  paslPwBmpe.  oerro«p<vnWwith  Wi  eenod 
ie.  wBKiW  -ttaear^r  ^naamilaiia  ia^dea^limloatmiraflbrdMifiMa 

beTittie  doubt  tiiat  wese  wanderers  coniiisted  originally  of  i 

eriiie  mairainmeeena,  ana 
vAtbeniwillkaoartoi     ' 

ropeapaT^ut  moH  of  tl^eae  h^*^ 


oed,  ajid  Uring  from  U)« 
•MrtlMpeoM^rw«rtderi 


vMadiwillknowtea  whltiaa  tlw^  ware  ^oisf^ 

moaic'^ —  *'~' 

jg  fltemyi ^ ^ 

It  la  strong  evidenee  of  tMa,  iMet  When  ihay  me  in 


Hiaii 


ftpmuukVBAngled  with 

,     .  _,    ,._  ,_  vttl«en  ofoucht  up  '   "    * 

hood  amonK  them,  and  learneq -all  theh-  praetfeeri. 


frojpa  du 


taet^with  thaordioBQr-paeaanlaenmed  ttiemtUiey  afUf 

in=_  . -...__ ._  mttedpebt,  howet— 

«p  the-ap^clm^i] 
who  hoM  ^■riwft'en 
subject    Buttheautlu    "       *     -— --•        .---- 


iufijimatfrct^the  HintipataneMroip 
by^ieflman^,  Hoyfand,  bskI  othcrir,  wl 


he  author  haa.  beaidae  tha<r  ootheHtf,  peiaaaat 
<4w>iliat  e*i«<(iT(dual,  etafc  of  mem  eunoHty)  mid 
ilf  wUh  paiieuce.anda«at44ity  of  such  oppprti^ 


avaiUeg  himaalf  with  paiieuce.anda«at44ity  of  such  oppprti^ 
nftles  aa  oflhmd,  has  made  himcelf  capable  of  eonveraiiia  wltff 
aay  gffisy  W hoAfi  he  meets,  or  can,  liko  the  roytd  HbJ,  drttt  #ltii 
aey  titilMr.  in  ble«i»&  taoeuaae.  Th»  eatoniahmetft'epmil^l 
among  those  vagrenta  oo  flndincaatra^aar  Mftieipaat  oriMi| 
BiMM^Q«GM«»e».t«ffiwL^f^  Bceaoa.  K  is  to  he  lioped Jhll 
ffeittlmiiwn  wfJfr^iiMiu  tbe knowledge  he  pom^sea  otf  ao  atdgn 


tare  WtAc 
TJWeeaeipaaM^ 

IhcpbaveJbfenlcHhllne 
amstiUaferociiMBrand 


efbrimitpenipg  tftta4iteleaiis#ea 
I  moaa  laooQciled  t        '^-  -'- — 


Bet  eoiwiitheiaiiding  Ihie  ia  eeriilaly  tlio  «eie,  V  hknooV 
owh  ofNenra^ioa- ef  eeeriy  iifty  ^eerat 


mid,fn - r r  -.--.  ^ 

nianfier8  4»f  t^aae  vograpt  ^'bea.om  mqe(h  ooaeliotaM  {   . 


noottal 


miflifBf^  iwii  w  i  ii 


MurvwIH' 


had  within  t  yeft#  6r  two,  Jmt  «•  ft  Hi^t  of  locnats 
might  do."* 

^Ay,"  said  Linde»ay,  "tod  Jaoqoes  Bonhomme, 
Uhal  ift  on  mma»  fiw  th»  peasuit  young  man,— you 
will  learn  our  way  of  ulk  m  time,^  honett  Jacques,  I 
•ay,  caras  litde  what  wind  either  bnngs  them  or  the 
locuats,  BO  he  but  knows  any  Kftle  that  would  cany 
them  away  asain."  

**  Db  tlnqr  m  so  nmch  evil  1"  asked  the  young  man. 

"Brill  why,  boy.  they  are  heaibeos,  or  Jew%or 
Kahomniedans  at  the  least,  and  neithjor  worship  Our 
Lady  nor  the  Saints"— (erasing  himselO—"  and  steal 
wltat  they  can  lay  hands  on,  and  sing^  and  t^  for- 
tanas,"  added  Cunningham. 

**Aiid  they  aay  there  are  some  ffpociJ  wenohea 
tmongst  these  women,"  saidGuthnei  "but  Cun- 
ningham knows  that  best" 

''ilow,  brother  1"  said  Cunninghtms  "I  trust  ye 
KMaa  me  no  reproach  r  .^^, 

.     I  am  sure  I  aaid  ye  none^"  answered  Guthne. 


\    Viswi 


have  no  quarrels  among  comrades." 


**  We  must  have  no  such  jesting  then,"  said  Cun- 
lingbani.  murmuing  as  if  ne  had  been  speaking  to 
Kaown  beard.  , 

^Be  there  sndi  vagabonds  m  other  lands  than 

VraBse  7*'  ^^  l4ndssay. 

"  Ay.  in  good  sooth,  are  ther»— tribes  of  th^m  hpve 

eared  in  Germany,  and  in  Spain,  and  in  England," 

wered  Balafr^.    ^  By  the  b1es«ng  of  good  Saint 

,    istoocoldaooun" 

•r  a  country  for  thievea."' 

mder  yrfll  sulTer  no  thisves 

own.    said  Guthzie. 

'^'  aaid  BaUfr€,  "*  that  I  oome 

^'  da^hland 

Hifl^undera 

?ouwiU  not  deny  that  they  are  catOe-liftersr' 
iaid  Guthrie. 
**To  dwn  a  spnaidi*  or  ao^  ia  no  thisfenrt"  said 
ilafrS,  **ftnd  that  I  will  matatain  when  and  how  you 


Juadrsw.  Scotland  la  free  of  them  yet^ 
^*Sc^nd,"8aidCanniwrh>'-  ''- 


tirfor  locuatBr  and  too 
^OrperhapsJob"'"* 


ftoia  the  brass  of  Angn^  anif  have  jgen^  1 
m  m  Glen-iata,  and  i  will  not  have 


.  *^  For  shame,  connds^' .^—^      --, 

Eds  now  T--the  young  man  ahoukl  not  aeesnoh 
miscohstnictwn.— Comflb  hers  ws  aro  at  the 
sau.  I  will  heatow  a  runlet  of  wine  tu  have  a 
Moae  in  friendahiik  and  drink  to  Scollaiid,  Hifl^ilaiid 
audi  Lowland  batli,  if  yo*  wiM  mast  ma  at  dnner  at 

"^SSSSWfi*"  ftftW  Mft*^J  •md  IwiU  W 
•tow  another  to  wash  away  nnkmikieaa,  and  to  dfink 
•  health  to  my  nephew  on  his  Aral  amranoe  to  ov 

At theb a])|>roach,  the wiokat waa openediaBd the 


drawbridge  ml.  One  1^  one  they  enCaml  §  vm%  wow 
^tMntin  appeared,  the  aentuiels  crossed  their  pikes, 
ml  oommandra  him  to  stand,  while  bows  were  bent, 
and  har^uebuasea  auned  at  him  from  the  walls—e  ri- 
fuQr  of  vigilance  used,  notwitbstandmg  that  the  young 
•Granger  came  m  company  of  a  party  of  the  garriaon, 
m,  of  the  very  body  which  fiimiahed  the  aentinals 
isiio  were  then  imon  duty. 

Le  BalafH,  who  had  mnaiiied  by  his  nephaw'a 
lua  on  purpose,  gave  the  necessary  explanatbns, 
ftnd,  alter  .aome  considerable  hesitation  and  delay, 
tkeyouth  vraa  oonvoyed  under  a  atrong  guard  to  the 
littTQ  Crawford'a  apartment. 
'  Ttiift  Scottish  noblemen  was  one  of  the  hat  refictl 
•f  the  gallant  band  of  Scottish  lords  and  knkphto 
who  had  so  long  and  m  truly  asnmd  Chariea  Tl.  in 
llMise  bloody^  wan  whidi  decided'  the  hidependenca 
tt  the  French  erowo,  and  the  expulaon  of  the  Eng- 
IUl     He  had  foomit,  when  a  boy,  abreaat  with 

Siglas  and  with  Buchan,  bad  ridden  beneath  die 
nerof  the  Maki  of  Are,  and  wfts  perhaps  one  of 
last  of  thoae  aaaooiates  of  Seoitiah  chivalry  who 


h^  w  wifliiigly  diwvB  'tbukf  VMjMds  ftr  die 


lliejCnr 

itShlSr 


<Myt,  against  tiieif  **  aliUi  enemies  of  „ 

Cbimges  ivhkih  hndtaktafilM»in  the  8ooti_„ . 

dom,  and  perhaps  his  having  beaonie  hahifnatod  to 
Freneh  elmmto'«Bd  MfSBinerB,  had  indnoad  tlieaU 
Baron  tp  resimi  all  thoughts  of  returning  to  hin  ac- 
tive country,  the  rather  tbacthe  high  <tflk«  which  hs 
held  in  the  honsebtfld  of  Leoist  and  hia  own  ftaak 
and  loyal  eharaictari  had  sained  aomiaidemMa  anesa- 
dency  ovsrihe  King(  whok  thoagh  iagensral  no  asady 
believer  in  human  virtue  or  honour,  trusted  and  esa- 
fided  in  those  C|£4h0  LofdCrairford,  and aUowcd  him 
the  grater  maueno^  beoauae  he  was  never  known 
to  interfere  exerting  hi  matters  which  eoDceti»d  hii 


tohim  by  thfese  pik>ud  soldierB,  who  seemed  to  rcipeci 
no  one  else,  the  young  man  was  amch  and  atn^ 
impressed. 

Lord  Crevrford  was  tall,  and  through  advanced  age 
had  become  gaunt  and  thin ;  yet  retainins  in  his  «- 
news  the  strength,  at  least,  if  not  the  elaaiicity,  W 
youth,  he  was  able  to  endure  the  wdgbi  of  hia  araiev 
during  a  march  as  wiill  as  the  youngest  man  vhs 
rode  in  his  band.  He  waa  haxd-iavoarad,  with  a 
scarred  and  weather-beaten  counteaaaee,  and  aa^ 
that  had  looked  upon  death  as  hisplayielkrw  in  thinr 
pitched  battles,  but  which  nevertheletcs  e^rvssed  a 
calm  contempt  of  danger,  rather  than  the  ' 
ooarage  of  a  mereenary  sokiier.    Hia  tall 


was  at  present  wrapMd  in  a  loose  diamber-aDwa 
secured  around  him  by  hia  buff  belt,  in  wIbcIwm 
suspended  his  richly-hiUed  poniard.  He  had  loaad 
lua  aeek  the  collar  and  badge  of  the  order  of  Ana: 
Hjchaotl.^  He  sat  upon  a  conch  covered  widiiieai'f 
hide,  and  with  apectadea  on  his  noae,  (then  a  ncoii 
■ '— Biaboi  •  •    " 


siroaft  lo  have  theopmiooef  the  ezperisnoed  Sestaih 
wamor. 

Lord  Crawftrd  laid  his  book  aomewhat  i 
aode  upon  the  entrance  of  theae  unexpectod 
and  demanded,  in  his  broad  natkmal  dmieet,  ** 
m  the  foul  fieod'a  tiame,  they  lacked  "mrmT 

Le  Balafr6,  with  more  reqpect  than  perhagpe  Iv 
would  have  ahown  to  Louis  himself,  atatod  attf 
MBgth  the  dreumstanees  in  which  his  nqnliew  av 
luaoed,  and  humbly  remiested  bis  LordalikPa  pnaec- 
tion.  Lord  Crawford  fiatened  very  attaoaveiy.  Hi 
ceuld  not  but  smile  at  the  amplieitf  with  winch  tk 
youth  had  intorihred  in  behalf  of  the  nanged  cnaiiail 
mijhe  ahook  hia  head  at  the  account  which  he» 


aeived  of  the  ruffle  betwixt  tkiSeottiah  j 
the  Provoat-Manhal'a  gaard.« 

;*HowQ<ten,"  hea^^vriHroobrimcineaDdkl- 
whided  mma  to  ravel  out7  How  o^tea  mast  I  laC 
WMLradaa^anaUyboth  yoikl^  hndyaa, 

Arehie.Cunnmfl^Bv  that  the  foreign  aoldier  ahseS 


bear  hhnself  Daodestly  and  deooroasly  towards  dtt  .' 
people  of  the  country,  if  you  would  not  nave  die  whris 
dogs  of  the  town  at  your  heels  1  However,  if  yvnmaM 
have  a  bargam,t  I  would  rather  it  were  with  that  Issa 
of  a  Provost  than  any  one  else;  and  I  blame  yon  Isn 
for  this  onslaught  than  for  other  fravs  that  you  haw 
made,  Ludovie,  for  it  was  but  natural  and  kindKhaii 
help  your  youna  kinsman.  Thia  simple  haini  maa 
come  to  no  diaith  neither;  ao  give  me  the  rvA  of  As 
yonder  down  from  the  aheU;  and  w«  w9 
hia  name  to  thetroepi  that  be  ni^saiv 

fay  it  please  your  L<wdahip"-^said  Durwaid     *' 

t  «ae^  dkpntM  b«twNn  tbefleottQiard^  art  As  otfarcse- 
Uliatsd  tathoritiM  of  tbfe  onlitwnr  ■uUtar  eorw,  olWa  «ea«> 
ltd.  la  tm. twQSeottnm  1m4 bMa ooBowaad asraMK AM 
PiMtn,  •  Bdi«oniw.  oft  larM  nan  oranntr.  tSS  «■• 
MMjrd&ilr  aiipniMDdKbT  Philhp^du  Fow.  Viwm.  «3aS 

Ofhlcfoir " ^^"^ -.--^-. -:rTt 

MortiMr, 


-    Boterft- 

the  DriMMIOf 

UmKJi 


by  two  Ai 
lAqaamLvlMlM. 


IT  PhilKp^dii  row.  rm»«m.  WShsiv 
thejr  eoiM  teda*  mm  of  TtuM  «Aii 

'-  8eocthhO«vd,wlMivmaan 


.— BMCIiTODiqai  dt  Jtsa  <m  Tnnm  at  taa  MMna 


Omr^Ma} 


cnnfiimf  DviWARO. 


"*!•  the  iMd  clwied  r  exdaknfld  Mmncle-"  Wmtd 
jrott  flpeak  to  hii  Lord«hipi,  without  a  qmstkHi  aalMlV' 

"Patience,  LudovMs'*  nid  Lord  Crawlbfiti,  "and 
let  Be  hear  what  tha  bairn  ha«  to  aay." 

**  Only  thie^  if  it  may  pkaae  TOnr  Loideb: 

<luMittn«  **  that  I  told  my  uacie  formerty  I 

•doubts  about  entering  ttiie  aervioe.  I  h«ve  now  to 
say,  that  they  are  entirely  removed,  sinoe  I  have  seen 
the  Aoble  and  ezpieriencad  commander  under  whom 
i  am  to  serve ;  for  there  is  autfanriiy  m  your  look.*' 

"  Weel  aakl,  my  bairn,"  said  the  old  Lord,  not  insen- 
flUeto  the  campUnient}  **  we  have  had  some  expe- 
rience^ had  Qod  sent  us  grace  to  improve  by  it,  both 
•in  aervice  and  in  commaiid.  There  you  stand,  Qnui- 
tin,  in  oar  honourable  corps  of  Scottish  Body*guuds, 
•a  esquire  to  your  uncle,  and  serving  under  nis  lance. 
I  tniat  you  will  do  well  for  y«ou  ahomd  be  a  nsht  man- 
«fr»ann8,  if  all  be  good  that  is  upeome,*  ana  you  are 
oome  of  a  gentle  kindrad.-^Ludovic,  yoo  will  see  that 
your  kinsman  follow  hia  exerdm  aiiiffeRtly.  Ibr  we 
will  have  spears  breaking  oneof  these  days." 

''By  my  hilts,  and  I  am  ghid  of  it,  my  Lord— this 
peace  makea  cowards  of  us  alL    I  myself  feel  a  sort 


-      «y! 

a  Gaatla.' 

"*  Well,  a  bird  whistled  m  my  ear,*'  contiimed  Loid 
Crawford,  '*  that  the  old  banner  will  be  soon  dancing 
m  the  Aekl  again.''  i 

"I  will  drink  a  cup  the  deeper  «hia  evnomg  to  thm 
venr  tune;  said  Balc5^6." 

'^Tkott  wilt  drink  to  any  tdne^"  eald  Loidf  Craw- 
'find;  *^and  I  fear  me,  Ludovic,  you  wilt  drink  a  bitter 
Iwowst  of  your  own  brewing  one  day." 

Leaiy,  a  little  abashed,  replied,  **  that  it  hadliot  been 
hia  wont  for  many  a  day ;  but  his  Lordship  knew  the 
nae  of  the  company,  to  have  a  carouse  to  the  health 
of  a  new  comrade." 

"  True,"  said  the  old  leader,  '*I  had  forgot  the  oe- 
easioB.  i  will  send  a  few  sioupe  of  wme  to  assist  your 
onrouse}  but  let  it  be  over  by  sunset  And,  hark  ye 
— let  the  soldiers  for  duty  be  carefully  pricked  off;  and 
0e«  that  non6  of  them  be  more  or  less  partakers  of 

Br  debaueh." 

'  Your  Lordship  ahaU*  be  lawfully  obeyed,"  seid 
Ladovic;  **  and  your  health  duly  remembered." 

**Fe|hapa,"  said  Lord  Gmwfoid,  "I  may  look  in 
myself  upon  your  mirth— juit  to  see  that  all  is  carried 
Recently." 

"Your  Lordshio  shall  be  most  dearly  welcome," 
•aid  Ludovic ;  and  the  whole  party  retreated  in  hij^ 
spirita  to  pra>are  for  their  military  oanquet,  to  which 
Lealy  invttoa  about  a  score  of  his  comrades,  who  were 
pretty  much  in  the  habit  of  making  their  meas  toge- 
ther. 

A  soldier's  festival  is  genenlly  a  very  extei^snore 
affirir,  providing  thereia  enough  of  meat  and  dnnk  to 
be  had ;  but  on  the  pfteent  occasion,  LudovK  bustled 
nbout  to  procure  some  better  wine  dian  ordinary ;  ob- 
serving, that  the  "old  Lord  was  the  surest  fear  in 
then*  aught,  and  that,  While  he  preached  sobnety  to 
them,  he  hhnsel^  after  drinking  at  the  royal  table  as 
niiich  wine  as  he  could  honestly  come  by,  never  omit- 
ted any  creditable  opportunity  to  fill  up  the  evenma 
over  the  wine-pot ;  so  you  must  preparer  comrades," 
lie  said,  *^to  hear  the  old  hiatones  of  the  battles  of 
V*nioii  and  Beattg^."t    .      , .  ,  , 

The  Gothic  apartment  m  which  they  generally  met 
was,  therefore,  hastily  put  into  the  best  order:  their 
ftri>oinB  were  despatched  to  collect  green  rushes  to 
spread  upon  the  floor;  and  banners,  under  which  the 
Scottish  Guard  had  marched  to  battle,  or  which  they 
hwt  taken  from  the  enemies'  ranks,  were  displayed, 
b^way  of  tapestry,  over  the  table,  and  around  the 
walls  of  the  ciiamber. 

The  next  point  was,  to  invest  the  young  recrmt 
as  hastily  as  possible  with  the  dress  and  appropriate 
arms  of  the  Guard,  that  he  might  appear  in  every  re- 
spect the  sharer  or  its  important  pnvilegts,  in  virtue 
«  That  if,  if  roar  eoamgo  eorraspoodi  wiUi  jowr  peraond 
SspMtranee. 

t  In  both  than  battlec,  tiM  SooUtth  Mxiliariae  of  PruMB. 
WMlvr  Slowart,  Bail  of  Buchm.  wem  diBtintiiidMd.  At  Bemce 
tttrf  wera  victnrloufl,  killing  the  Doke  of  Clarence,  HoiUT  YUi't 
SrattiOT,  and  cwttinf  olf  hia  army.    At  VanioU  Umj  wera  daiTaat* 


Of  which,  and  by  the  support  of  his  countrymen,  be 
might  fiseiy  brave  the  power  and  the  displeasuro  of 
the  Provoat'Marahal--altbough  theotne  was  kpown 
to  be  as  formidable  aa  the  other  was  unrelenting. 

The  banquet  waa  joyoua  in  the  highest  degree ;  and 
the  guests  gave  vant  to  the  whole  current  of  th«ir 
national  partialitv  on  receiving  into  their  ranks  a  i^ 
crait  fipom  their  Delovsd  fiather-land.  Old  dcodjlh 
aongs  were  sang,  old  tales  of  Scottish  heroes  toM^ 
the  achievements  of  th«h  fathera,  and  the  scenes  ia 
whksh  they  were  vnought.  were  recalled  to  mind : 
and,  for  a  tima  Ae  rich  plains  of  Toureine  seemed 
converted  into  me  mountainoos  a^d  sterile  regions  pf 
Caledonia. 

When  their  enthuaiaan  veas  at  high  flood,  and  eadi 
was  endeavouring  to  say  soipething  to  enhance  the 
dear  ramembranoe  of  Scodand,  it  received  a  new  fan- 
pulse  from  the  urival  of  Lord  Crawford,  who,  as  Ls 
Balafri  had  well  propheaied,  sat  as  it  were  on  thorns 
at  the  royal  board,  until  an  opportunity  occurred  nf 
making  nis  escape  to  the  revelry  of  hia  own  country- 
men. A  ehau*  of  state  had  be^  reserved  for  him  it 
the  upper  end  of  the  table ;  for,  aoooiding  to  the  maH- 
nms  of  the  age,  and  the  constitution  or  that  body, 
although  their  leader  and  conmiander  under  the  Emg 
and  High  Constable,  the  members  of  the  coma  (as 
we  ahould  now  say.  the  privatea)  being  all  ranked  aa 
noble  by  birth,  tbetf  Captain  aat  with  them  at  the 
aame  table  without  impropriety,  and  mig^t  mingis 
when  he  chose  in  their  fostivity,  without  derogation 
from  his  dignity  as  commander. 

At  present,  however,  Lprd  Crawford  declined  ocen- 
pyiag  the  seat  prepared  for  him.  and  bidding  them 
^OioM  themselves  merry,"  stood  looking  on  the  revtt 
with  a  countenance  which  eeemed  greatly  to  enjoy  it. 

"Let  him  alone;"  whispered  Cunnmeham  to  Linde- 
say,  aa  the  latter  oifered  the  wine  to  their  noble  Cap- 
tain, "let  him  alone— hurry  no  man's  cattle— let  him 
take  it  of  his  own  acconL''^ 

In  fact,  the  old  Lord,  who  at  firet  amiled,  shook  his 
head,  ana  placed  the  nntasted  wine-cup  before  hiin, 
began  preaently,  as  if  it  were  in  tlbaence  of  mmd,  to 
sip  a  little  of  the  contents,  and  in  doing  so,  fortunately 
recollected  (hat  it  would  be  ill-luck  did  he  not  drink 
a  draught  to  the  health  ef  the  gallant  lad  who  had 
joined  them  this  day.  The  pledge  was  flUed,  and  an- 
swered, aa  may  be  well  auppoaed,  with  many  a  joyous 
shout,  when  the  M  leader  proceeded  to  aoquain  t  tneQ[& 
that  he  had  ppaaeesed  Master  Oliver  with  an  account 
of  what  had  passed  that  day:  "And  aV  he  said, 
"the  scraper  of  duns. hath  no  great  love  for  the 
atretchef  of  throats,  he  has  joined  me  in  obtaimng 
from  the  King  an  order,  commanding  the  Provost  to 
soapend  all  proceedings,  under  whatever  pretenee» 
agamst  Qnentin  Durward :  and  to  respect,  on  all  qc- 
oasiona  die  privileges  of  the  Scottish  Quard." 

Another  anout  broke  forth,  the  cups  wer^  again  fill- 
ed till  the  wine  sparkled  on  the  brim,  and  there  was 
an  acclahn  to  the  health  of  the  noble  Lord  Crawford, 
the  brave  conservator  of  the  privilcRes  and  righta  <^i 
his  countrymen.  Ilie  good  old  Lord  cof  Id  not  but 
in  courtesy  do  reaaon  to  tbia  pledge  also,  and  gliding 
mto  .the  ready  chair,  as  it  were  without  reflecthig 
what  he  was  doing,  he  cauaed  Quentin  to  come  up 
heside  him,  and  asskiled  him  with  many  more  quae- 
tnna  concerning  the  state  of  Scotland,  and  the  gmt 

;  while 


,      »yt    , .-^ 

marking,  that  sodality  became  Scottish  gentlemen, 
but  that  young  men,  like  Quentin,  ought  to  praccaa 
it  cautiously,  lest  it  might  degenerate  into  ezcese; 
upon  which  occasbn  he  uttered  many  excellent  things, 
until  his  own  tongue,  although  einpl^ed  in  the  praises 
of  temperance  began  to  articulate  eomething  ihidter 
than  usual.  It  was  now'that,  while  'the  military  ar- 
dour of  the  company  sngmented  with  each  flagon 
which  they  emptied,  Cunningham  celled  on  them  to 
drink  the  speeoy  hoifiUng  of  the  Oriflamme  (the  royal 
banner  of  France.) 

"And  a  breeze  of  Burgundy  to  fkn  it !"  echoed 
Lindesay. 

"With  all  the  soul  that  is  Wft  in  (his  worn  bodyd» 
I  aeoept  the  pledge,  bahna,*-  echoed  Lord  Crawford « 


m 


iUJBifON  vwBfnasoi 


|Cbkr.« 


^^nna  ms  &M  as  I  am.  I  troa(  T  mny  $m  il  Hnii^-  fei. 
o/Hsrk  ye,  m>^  mnLeff  iSor  wpo  hoii  DiDde  him  aooM^ 
'ihing  corarnunif«Uve»j  "fe  are  «U  true  iervaJlta  to 
tHfi  French  crowot  and  ivrivreforo  should  ye  not  koow 
ititre  IB  an  vnvoy  come  from  Duke  CharJea  of  Bur- 
guiidy,  vilth  a  iiieiiBiige  of  nii  angrv  favqurJ^ 

"  I  0BW  the  Count  of  Cr^vefrmurs  equipaiiie.  honoB 
and,  tetiTnie,''  ua^d  another  of  the  gii*«tB>  '^l<*WM^^t 
Ube  Inn  lon^c^  nt  the  Mulberry  Grove  They  9fty  the 
jOaa  will  not  ftHmil  him  into  Uic  CaatU.'^ 

"Now,  Ht'CLven  Bf nd  him  an  iin|j[raci^.>ufl  nu^iwtsV* 

I  liid  Gutlim;  "  but  what  U  it  be  coiii|iiainii  tt(T* 

-A  world  of  griovaDces  upon  thb  fronher/raaid 

Lord  Crawford:     ami  latnTly,  ihat  tliti'  Kind;  Ikath 

.(lecGtV^  under  hie  protciciiun  a  Jady  of  hjB  laiid,  a 

,^¥flungCotintesi^  wliobaih  fk-d  from  Dijon,  LiicaaBe, 

Efiine  a  wnrd  of  the  Duk^i  ho  would  have  her  many 

hia  ^vourite.  CBmpo-ba&po." 

*'And  ham  ehc  nctuaUy  cotne  hither  aLoite,  my 
Lord  V  Baid  Lindeaay. 

"Kay;  nor  aJ  togrthcr  alone,  but  milh  ike  old  Oolmt- 
ei^  her  kinis woman,  who  bath  yielded  lo  hut  coiiaia*« 
*vishjfa  in  thU  tnatter/' 

*'Ai)f\  witl  the  King,^*  eaid  Cnnninebarriii  ^'ha  being 
the  Duk**B  fiiLidai  Hoven-ign.  interieie  betwt«B  the 
Duke  aad  his  ward,  over  w}>oni  Clmrk'S  \\hth  ifae 
Bftaie  right,  which,  wt-je  he  hin>Bdr  detnL  ih«  King 
^.^^J  have  ff^er  the  heirc«!S  of  Hur^ndy  ?  ' 

"The  iung  will  l^e  ruled,  as  he  ia  wont,  hy  rulea  of 
Bi^llcyi  and  you  know,^'  continUf.d  Criiwfortl,  Vihati 
nc  hnth  not  publicly  recdved  these  ladies,  nor  placed 
iticin  under  tha  protfiriion  of  hia  dau^htera,  tho  Lady 
of  Bi^^'aujcau,  or  th«  Princess  Joan,  i?o,  deMibtfoaa,  he 
wUl  be  fiiddcd  by  drcu  tn»ta  uces,  Ht?  in  on  r  tn  tatet^ 
but  it  is  no  trtason^  to  f^^Ji  he  will  eho^^  with  the 
liounds  and  run  with  iho  bare,  with  atiy  Frioee  in 
ChriAcendom.'^ 

"  BfiL  (he  Duke  o£  Burgundy  underatanda  no  auch 
do  iih  n  nfiu"  Bti  id  Cu  n  n  i  ri  gh  am. 

"No"  answcjed  the  old  Ijordj  "and,  thtn^afore,  it 
IS  likely  to  make  work  betwovn  them.** 

*'Well— SttUii  Andrew  further  lh«?  fray!"  Nad  Le 
Bftlafr^.  "  I  had  it  foretold  me  ten,  ay,  twenty  yeara 
tance]  that  I  was  lo  makf  the  fortune  of  my  ho«ao  oy 
aiHtriagi\  Who  knuwtj  what  tnay  happen,  if  o nee  we 
00 me  to  fight  fur  honoaf  and  1  allies'  love,  aa  they  do 
tu  ih^old  rum  aunt?  ?^' 

'    **  THou  name  ladies^  lova^  with  afK;h  a  treacfa  in  tky 
.visaseraaid  Guthrie.  *,         . 

*    **A8  well  not  love  at  all,  aa  love  a  tk>heniiaii  wo- 
jRianpf  Heatheneaaef"  retorted  La  Balafr^. 

"Hold  there,  comradeis,'^  d^,Lord Crawibad :  "no 
l^tlim  with  aharp  weapoi^s,  J(io.  jeatii^  with  Keen 
^cofls— friends  all.  And  lor  the  Ifuly,  ahe  is  loo'wealthy 
tp  fall  t6  a  poor  Scottish  lord,  or  I  would  pit  in  my 
o^n  claim,  fourscore  yeare  aiul  all,  or  not  veryfar 
from  it.  But  bore  is  her  health,  nevertheleaa,  fur  they 
^iay  $hc  is  a  lamp  of  beauty." 

I  think  I  aew  her,"  said  another  soldier, "  when 
I  was  upon  guard  this  morning  at  the  inner  barrier  $ 
'but  she  was  more  like  ff  dark  lantern  than  a  lamp,ibr 
■he  and  ahother  wero  brought  into  the  Chateau  in 
close  litters." 

'* Shame!  ahama!  Arnot!"  said  Lord  Crawford 4 
'"^a  soldier  on  duty  should  aay  nought  of  what  pe^aeea 
Besides,"  he  addi.«d,  after  a3)ause,  his  own  cunosity 
prevailing  over  the  show  of  disdoline  whiob  he  baa 
fhoUghi  It  necessary  to  exert,  "  wny  should  thoB^  lit- 
ters coatam  thia  yery  aamo  Counbses  laabelle  de 
Crover  \ 

"  Nay,  my  Lord,"  replied  Amot,  "  I  know  nothing 
of  it  save  thift,  that  my  coutelief  was  airinginy  horses 
m  the  toad  to  the  village,  and  fell  in  with  Do^n  the 
muleteer,  who  brouglit  back  the  litters  to  the  mn,  for 
they  belong  to  tfie  tellow  of  the  IIJ[ulberTy  Grove  yon- 
der—he of  the  Pleur-de-Ljfs^  I  mean— and  so  Doguia 
asked  Saunders  Sterxl  to  taxe  a  pup  of  wine,  as  they 
were  acquamted,  which  he  waa  no  doubt  willing 
,eno\i«:h  to  do" 

•*  No  doobt— no  doubt,"  said  the  old  Lord ;  '  it  is  a 
thing  I  wish  were  corrected  among  you,  gentlemen ; 
irat  all  your  grooms,  and  couteliers,  ana  jackmen,  aa 
we  ahoidd  call  them  in  Scotland,  are  but  too  ready  to 
uke  i  cup  of  wine  with  a^y  one— It  ia  a  thing  pq^ 


kmin'  waiy  and  *rai<  be  anttedsd.  Btit,  Anktw 
Arnotv  thii  ia  a  long  talaof  youn,  liad  we  will  aajt 
wkh  a  djink}  as  tbo  Kghlander  aa)r&  SbaoAdbd 
nan  skial  :*  and  -tbat'a  good  Gaahc^-fiene  ii  M  ihh 
Cinpnteaa  iaahaUe^  Opayc^  ^^  «  ^tter  huaband  ie 
ber  than  OoiBp»4Mi8a&  wfaoia  a  baie  Italian  ouHittl 
'—And  bow;  Andrew  Araot,  what  aid  the  mdetMr 
to  thia  yeomaa  of  thine  IF* 

"Why  ka  toid  hiwiii  aeereey,  if  iti^eaaeyourLonl- 
ahip,"  continued  Arnot,  "that  these  two  hdieiirlMii 
ha  bftd  preaen  lly  beftra  eon vered  up  to  the  CaMie  ki 
tha  dooe  Jittflra,  were  great  iBdiea,  who  had  bin 
Mving  m  aeotet  at  hia  maatar'a  hoase for  toav^ 
and  that  the  King  had  viahad  ibeai  more  than  on 
very  privatdfy.  and  bad  done  them  neat  faonoar;  mi 
that  tbey  had  fled  op  to  theCaath,  as  ^e  bdicni 
for  fear  of  the  Count  <itfCr^eCiOMir,  the  Doketf  BB^ 
guady'a  ambaaankxi^  whoae  (approach  wu  jut  M- 
nounced  by  an  advanced  cooner." 

"  Ay,  Andrew,  come  you  them  to  mtV  end  Oii< 
rie;  "  then  I  wilj  he  awoni  it  waa  theCoaaieeeikn 
voioe  1  hean|  ainging  to  the  lute,  aa  I  eaaie  evanv 
through  tha  mncT  cotvt— the  aoond  cainb  fnm  tb 
bay-windowa  of  the  Daophin'a  Tower:  aad  mh 
melody  was  there  aa  no  one  ever  heard  bcfoK  iatbi 
CaJtWoCPlaaaiaofthfiPark.  ByniYfiBifKitiiff^ 
it,  waa  tbe  music  of  the  F4iry  Behuine's  mam. 
There  I  stood— though  I  knew  your  heard  wneow- 
«d,  and  fthnt  yon  uraea  aD  iat«>aiient~dMre  1 8too< 

hka^^ 

""  said  to  COB- 


ianer,ikr 


"  Like  ail  aaa,  iohnnr  Outhiie,"  s» 
maimer;  *^  thy  long  noaa  amelling  the 
long  ears  heanng  the  nmaio,  and  thv  abort  dMoriai 
no<  •eniAing  thee  to  deckie  wbich  or  them  thee  HiA 
preier.-^Hark  1  ia  not  tbat  the  Cathednd  bell  nSf 
to  vetpera  1— Sure  it  aannot  be '  that  time  yet^-!V 
mad  old  aezton  baa  toU'd  evert-aong  aa  biarlif 
aoon." 


"  In  faithf  tbe  bcU  »i«i  hot  too  jnatlriie  M 

id  Canfuogham )  "  yonder  tbe  aun  ia  flim«i*> 
weet  aidb  of  the  fair  ptaiiu"  . 

.  -AVt'*  aaid  theJLord  Crawfpid,  "is  it  em.»^ 
Well,  lada,  we  must  live  within  comt)ait-f » •* 
aoft  goea  fiu^-^low  fire  nftibea  afweet  ladi-to  m 
merry  9knd  wiee  is  a  aoond  pfwforb.— Ooeodarug 
to  ibe  weal  of  old  Scotland,  and  then  each  M^  ion 
duty."        .  , 

The  partmg-cup  waa  emptied,  and  tbe  pf^Jf 
miaaed—tha  atatelgr  oU  Baron  taking  the  mm 
arm,  under  pretence  oif  givmg  bim  some  uuKnttii| 
concerning  hia  oei>hew.  hut,  perhaps  in  ks'Vi*' 
his  own  Jofti  paoe  ahouid  aeero  in  tbe  pabne^l^ 
steady  than  beoaiae  bia  rank  and  high-coaiipeM. J 
serious  countenance  did  he  bear  as  he  passed  threw 
the  two  oouptawbioh  aepafated  hia  lodging  ft^BVtv 
festal  oh amher.  and  Mlemn  as  thegravit7oftHP| 
bead  waa  the  farewell  cautwn,  %itb  wbioi  bepf^ 
Ludovic  to  attend  hia  nephew's  motionsi  ev**"^ 
in  the  matters  of  wenohea  aad  wine-cups. 

Meanwhile,  not «  word  that  was  spoken  «»««»• 
ing  the  beautiful  Countess  Isabedle  had  eecaeed  w 
young  Purward,  who,  oonducted  iato  aeniett  W 
which  be  waa  to  share  with  hia  uncle's  P*^;  "^k 
his  njew  and  lowly  abode  the  scena  of  mwM  aP 
musing.  The  reaider  will  easily  iiaagioe  thii|*| 
young  soldier  should  ouild  a  fine  nMBaii«  o"  **? 
foundation  as  the  sujHx^sed,  or  rather  the  awui)^ 
identification  of  the  Maiden  of  the  Tunct,  w*  JJ 
lay  he  had  listened  with  so  much  interest,  and  latt" 
cup-bearer  of  Mai  ire  Pierre,  with  a  fugitive  Ce'^f 'J" 
of  ronk  and  wealth,  flving  from  the  pursuit  of  •»« 
lover,  tbe  favourite  of  an  oppressive  gunrdiaMjr 
abused  hia  feudal  power.  There  was  an  inten»<2» 
Quentin's  vision  conreniing  Maitre  ^'*"\.^ 
seemed  tp  exercise  auch  auiliority  even. oyer  iwjj^ 
midable  offirer  from  whose  hands  he^hsa  tm\mt 
with  much  difficult  v,  made  his  escape.  At  'j 'jjjr? 
youth's  re''3ries,  wnich  had  been  respected  w  «"■ 
Will  Harper,  the  companion  of  his  cell,  were  bfoMJ 
in  upon  by  the  return  of  his  uncle,  who  coromanw 
Uuentin  to  ted,  that  he  might  arise  hewnrt JJ  "; 
morning,  and  attend  him  to  his  Majesty  e  en t«««r 

•  ••  Cut  a  («le  with  a  drink  ;•»  an  expwwon  ntei  ^«"'"* 
preachet  o\ut  hu  liaaur,  aa  bans  vhana  i  '~ 


ttf^B.ymi 
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Ufu  14  «tuoh  Im  w«lcdMbyliifrli*ur«f  duty,  afeng 


CHAPTER  VIII< 


THB  KWOT. 


fie  th<m  M  nffitninf  in  the  en$  of  trMf» : 
For  ere  thov  caoat  refwrt  1  ivlll  be  tfMre, 
Tlt«  thiMd«r  of  my  efcimra  ilmli  be  heani--' 
&(Kh<»oel    Be  Umxi  Um  tnuapel  of  edFwimrii 

-.  Had  filoth  been  a  temptation  b|f  wliidi  Durward 
HfmB  easily  besed  the  noiie  with  which  the  tageme  of 
the  giiards  resounded  after  the  first  toU.  of  luimes,  bad 
cortfiinty  baniabed  the  eirea  from  his  couch ;  but  the 
.fGsemline  of  his  father's  tower,  and  of  the  eoaveat  ef 
'Aberbrotfaidi,  had  taught  him  to  start  with  the  dawn : 
1  he  did  on  his  clothes  icayiy,  amid  the  soandingoi 
s,  and  the  cltsh  of  armour,  whieh  announced 
_  change  of  the  vigilant  guards— some  of  whom 
were  returning  to  barracks  after  their  nightly  ditly, 
ji^hilst  some  were  marching  ont  to  that  of  the  morn- 
'ing— and  others*  a^auii  aflaongst  irhbm  was  his  no- 
«le,  were  armbif;  ws  immediate  attendance  upon  the 
•parson  of  Loui&  Quentiii  Durward  Boon  put  on, 
vith  the  feefinga  of  so  young  a  man  on  sodi  «n  oeca- 
••ion,  the  .splendid  dress  attd  anaA  appertaaning  to  his 
new  situation }  and  his  uncle,  who  fuoked  with  great 
^curacy  and  mterest  to  aee  that  be  was  completely 
^tted  out  in  every  respect,  did  not  conceal  his  satis- 
'lactior^  at  the  imiN^ovemant  ^fkuch  had  been  thus 
made  in  his  nephew's  appearance.  *'  Tf  thou  dost 
•orove  as  faith^f  and  bold  as  thou  art  weil-iavodred, 
.1  shall  have  in  thee  one  of  the  handsomest  and  best 
esquires  ia  the  ChiahL  #hicfa  cannot  but  be  an  honour 
lo  thy  mother's  family*  Follow  me  to  the  presence 
ohamber ;  and  s«le  thoa  keep  close  at  my  shoulder." 

So  saymft  he  took  up  a  partisan,  laige.  weigbty, 
and  beautifully  inlaid  and  ornamented,  and  direoting 
his  nephew  to  assume  a  lighter  weapon  of  a  similar 
dmsetiption,'  they  proeeedea  to  the  inner-court  of  the 
P4ilace»  where  tfaehr  oomradea,  who  were  to  form  the 
.gatard  of  the  interior  apartments,  wen  already  drawn 
wf^  and  under  arm»-^e  squires  each  standing  be- 
«nd  their  masia%  to  whsni  they  thus  fenuad  a  se- 
.oond  rank.  Here  weia  also  in  attendance  many 
yaomen-prickerB,  with  aaUant  horses  and  noble  doas, 
OB  which  Q,uemin  looked  with  such  inumsitive  de- 
light, that  hii  uncle  was  obliged  more  than  once  to 
remind  him  that  the  animals  were  not  there  for  his 
-private  amusement,  but  for  the  King's,  who  had  a 
-fltrong  passion  for  the  ehase,  one  of  the  few  inehna^ 
tions  which  he  indulged,  even  when  combig  In  com- 
petition with  his  coutaeof  policy:  being  so  strict  o 
protector  of  the  game  in  the  royal  forests,  that  it  was 
fenrrently  said,  you  might  kill  a  man  with  greater  im- 
punity than  a  stag. 

On  a  signal  given,  the  Guards  were  put  into  mo- 
tion by  the  conmiand  of  Le  Balafr^  who  acted  as 
officer  upon  the  occasion :  and,  after  some  minotioa 
of  Word  and  jiignal,  which  all  served  to  show  the  ex- 
treme and  punctilious  jealousy  with  which  their  duty 
was  performed,  they  marched  into  the  hall  of  audi- 
en<%,  where  the  King  was  immediately  expected. 

New  as  Cluenun  was  to  scenes  of  splendout,  the 
eflfect  of  that  which  was  now  before  him  rather  dis- 
abpointed  the  expectations  which  he  had  formed  of 
the  brilliancy  of  a  Court.  There  were  household 
officers,  indeed,  richly  attired ;  there  were  guards  gal- 
lantly armed,  and  there  were  domcBtirs  of  vanons 
degrees :  but  he  saw  noner  of  the  ancient  counsel- 
lors of  the  kingdom,  none  of  the  high  officers  of  the 
crown,  heard  none  of  the  names  which  in  those  days 
bounded  an  alamm  to  chivalry  *,  saw  none  either  of 
'  th6ee  generals  or  leaders,  who,  possessed  of  the  full 
prime  of  manhood,  were  the  strength  of  France,  or 
of  the  more  youthful  and  fiery  nobles,  those  early  as- 
pitants  after  honour,  who  were  her  pride.  The  jea- 
lous habita— the  raserved  manners— the  deep  and 
WLTiM  policy  of  the  King,  had  estrange  this  splendid 
circle  from  the  throne,  and  they  wefe  only  called 
around  it  apon  certain  stated  and  formal  occasions, 
Wfi€»  they  went  nluotantlT,  ami  returned  joyfully,  as 


the  animals  in  thie  iUiIe  ore  knpposed~\o  hdva  a^ 
i>rQached  and  left  the dea-of  the  Hon.'  . 

The  veryieir  pcrsr  oa  who  sasmed  to  be  there  m 
the  character  of  counsellors,  were  mean-looking  mon, 
whose  countenances  sometimes  expressed  sagacity, 
hut  whose  manners  showad  they  were  called  mto  a 
sphere  for  which  their  previous  education  and  habita 
had  quaiified  theni  but  iodifTerently.  One  or  two 
persons^  however,  did  appear  to  Durward  to  possess 
a  more  noble  mien,  aad  the  strictness  of  the  present 
daiy  was  not  soch  as  to  prevent  his  uncle  comnrani* 
catmgthe  names  of  diose  vrhom  he  thus  distinguished. 

With  the  Lord  Crawford,  who  was  in  attendance, 
dressed  m  the  rich  faafiitcf  his  office,  find  holding  a 
leading,  staff  of  silver  m  his  han<^>  Quentin,  as  w^ 
as  the  reader,  was  alreadv  acquainted.  Among  oth&t 
who  seamed  of  quality,  the  most  remajkable  was  ^e 
Count  de  Dunois,  the  son  of  that  celebrated  Denote, 
kaoWB  by  tfaa  name  of  the  Bastard  of  Orleans,  who. 
fil^tiag  under  the  banner  of  Jeanne -d'Arc,  aettd 
such  a  distinguished  pait  in  liberating  France  from 
the  Eiighsh  yoke.  His  aoa  vrell  atyporteA  the  high 
renown  which  had  descended  to  him  from  such  an 
honoured  I Boorce;  and.  notwithstanding  his  con- 
nexion with  the  royal  tkmily,  and  his  beraditaty  po- 
pularity both  with  the  nobles  and  the  people,  Dtinoia 
had,  upon  all  occasions,  manifested  such  sn  open, 
firank  loyalty  of  character,  that  he  seemed  to  have 
escaped  all  suspicion,  even  on  the  part  of  the  jealons 
.I^BiB,  who  loved  to  see  him  near  hia  person,  and 
Bomedmes  even  called  him  to  his  councila.  Although 
accounted  complete  in  all  the  exercises  of  chivalry, 
and  possessed  of  much  of  the  character  of  what  was 
then  temiMd  a  perfect  knight,  the  person  of  the  Count 
was  far  from  bemg  a  model  of  romantic  beauty,  fie 
was  under  the  common  size,  though  very  strongly 
built,  andr  his  legs  rather  curved  outwards,  into  that 
make  whk$h  is  more  convenient  for  horseback,  than 
elegant  in  a  pedestrian.  His  shouMere  were  broad, 
hhThair  black,  his  complexion  swarthy,  his  arms  re- 
markably lonig  ftnd  nervous.  The  features  of  his 
coanfenance  were  irregular,  even  to  ugliness ;  yet, 
after  all,  there  was  an  an-  of  conscious  worth  and  no- 
bility about  the  Count  de  Dunois.  which  stamped,  at 
the  first  glanee,  the  character  of  the  hkh-bom  noble- 
inati,  8M  the  undaunted  soldier.  His  mien  was 
bold  and  upright,  his  step  free  and  matily.  and  the 
harahnesft  of  his  cotmtenance  was  dignified  by  a 
glance  like  an  eagle,  and  a  frown  like  a  lion.  His 
dress  was  a  hunting  suit,  rather  sumptuous  than  gay, 
and  he  acted  on*  most  occasions  as  Grand  Hunts- 
man, though  we  are  not  inclined  to  believe  that  he 
actually  held  the  ofSoe. 

Upon  the  &rm  of  his  relation  Dunois,  walking  with 
a  step  80  slow  and  melancholy,  that  he  seemed  to 
rest  on  his  kinsman  and  supporter,  came  Louis  Duke 
of  Orleans,  the  first  prince  of  the  mood  royal,  (after- 
wards King,  by  the  name  of  Louis  XII.,)  and  to 
whom  Che  guards  and  attendants  rendered  their 
homage  as  such.  The  jealously- watched  object  of 
Louisas  suspicions^  this  Prince,  vmo,  failing  the  King's 
offspring,  was  hen  to  the  kingdom,  was  not  suffered 
to  absent  himself  from  Court,  and,  while  residing 
there,  was  alike  denied  employment  and  countenance. 
The  dejection  which  his  degraded  and  almost  captive 
state  naturally  impressed  on  the  deportment  of  this 
unfortunate  Prince,  was  at  this  moment  greatly  in- 
creased, by  his  consciousness  that  the  King  medita- 
ted, with  respect  to  him,  one  of  the  most  cruel  and 
unjust  actions  whic4i  s.tyrant  could  commit,  by  com* 
pelling  him  to  give  his  hand  t6  the  Princess  Joan  of 
France,  the  younger  daughter  of  Louis  to  whom  he 
had  been  contracted  in  infancy,  but  whose  deformed 
person  rendered  the  maisting  upon  such  an  agree- 
ment an  act  of  abominable  rigour. 

The  exterior  of  this  unhappy  Prince  was  in  no  re  • 
spect  distinguished  by  personal  advantages;  and  in 
mind,  he  was  of  a  gentle,  mild,,and  beneficent  dispo- 
sirion,  qualities  which  were  visible  even  through  the 
veil  of  extreme  dejection,  with  which  his  natural  cha- 
racter was  at  present  obscured.  Queniin  observed 
that  the  Duke  studbusly  avoided  even  looking  at  the 
Royal  Guarda  and  when  he  returned  their  salute, 
that  he  k^t  his  eyes  bent  on  the  groHAd  a^lf  ha 
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hBjnA  die  Sniff  jmlovijr  nlight  hji^e  oonstraed  that 
gesture  of  orduiuy  oourtMy,  as  anaing  from  the  pur- 
poee  of  establiahing  a  eeparate  and  personal  interest 
among  them. 

Very  diiierent  was  the  eondo<!t  of  the  proud  Car- 
dinal and  Prelate,  John  of  fiahie^  the  fiiYourite  minis- 
ter of  Louis  for  the  time,  whose  rise  and  character 
bore  as  doee  a  reaemblance  to  that  of  Wolsey,  as  the 
difienoce  betwixt  the  crafty  and  politic  Louie,  and 
the  headlong  and  rash  Henry  VIII.  of  England,  would 
permit  Tlie  former  had  nuaed  his  minister  from  the 
lowest  rank,  to  the  dignity,  or  at  least  to  the  emohi- 
roents,  ef  Ghrand  iUmoner  of  FWice,  loaded  him  with 
.  benefleea,  and  obtained  for  him  the  hat  of  a  Caidi- 
nal  t  and  although  he  was  too  cautious  to  repose  in 
die  ambitious  Balue  the  unbounded  power  and  trust 
which  Henry  placed  in  Wolsey,  yet  he  was  more  in- 
dttenoed  by  htm  than  by  any  other  of  his  avowed 
counsellors.  The  Cardmal,  accordingly,  had  not 
escaped  the  enor  incidental  to  those  who  are  sudden- 
ly raised  to  power  from  an  obscure  amation,  for  he 
entertained  a  strong  persuasion,  dassled  doubtless  by 
the  suddenness  of  his  elevatioii,  that  his  capacity  was 
equal  to  intermeddling  with  affaire  of  every  Jtind,  even 
thoae  most  foreign*  to  hie  profession  and  studies. 
Tall  and  ungainly  in  his  person,  he  affected  gallantry 
and  admiration  of  the  fair  sex,  although  his  manners 
rendered  his  pretensions  absurd,  and  hia  profession 
marked  them  as  indecorous.  Some  male  or  female 
flatterer  had,  in  evil  hour,  poeeesesd  hun  with  ^ 
idea  that  ih&n  was  much  beauty  of  contour  in  a  pair 
of  huge  substantial  leg&  which  he  had  derived  from 
his  father,  a  carman  of  Umqges,  or,  according  tp 
other  authorities,  a  miller  of  Verdun ;  and  with  this 
idea  he  had  become  so  infatuated,  that  he  always  had 
his  cardinal's  robes  a  little  looped  up  on  one  side,  that 
the  aturdy  proportion  of  his  fimbs  might  not  escape 
observation.  As  he  ci^ept  through  the  stately  apart- 
ment in  his  cnmson  drees  and  rich  cope,  he  stopped 
repeatedly  to  look  at  the  arms  and  appointmeata  of 
the  cavaUere  on  guard,  asked  tbem  several  queetbns 
h.  an  authoritative  tone,  and  took  upon  him  to  cen- 
sure some  of  them  for  what  he  termed  irregularitioB 
of  discipline,  in  language  to  which  these  experienced 
aoldiers  dared  no  reply^  although  it  was  plain  they 
listened  to  it  with  impatience  and  with  contttnpt. 

"  Is  the  King  aware,"  said  Dunois  to  the  Cardinal, 
**  that  the  Burgundian  Envoy  is  peremptory  in  de- 
manding an  audience?" 

''He  IS,"  answered  the  Cardinals  "and  here,  as  I 
think,  cornea  the  all-suffideat  Oliver  Dain,*  to  kt  us 
know  tlie  roval  pleasure." 

As  he  spoKe,  a  remarkable  person,  who  then  divi- 
ded the  favour  of  Louis  with  the  proud  Cardinal  him- 
self; entered  from  the  inner  apartment,  but  without 
any  of  that  important  and  consequential  demeanour 
which  marked  the  full-blown  dignity  of  the  church- 
man. On  the  contrary,  this  waa  a  little,  pale,  mea- 
s;re  man,  whose  black  silk  Jerkin  and  hoae,  without 
aither  coat,  cloak,  or  cassock,  formed  a  dress  ill-quaH- 
fied  to  set  off  to  advantage  a  very  ofdinary  person. 
He  carried  a  silver  basin  m  his  hand,  and  a  napkin 
flung  over  his  arm  indicated  his  menial  capacity. 
His  visage  was  penetrating  and  quick,  althou^  he 
endeavoured  to  banish  Buqti  expression  from  his  fea- 
tures, by  keying  his  eyes,  fixed  on  the  ground,  while, 
with  the  stealthy  and  Quiet  pace  of  a  cat,  he  seemed 
modestly  rather  to  glide  than  to  walk  through  the 
apartment.  But  though  modeaty  may  easily  cfoscure 
worth,  it  cannot  hide  court  favour  i  and  all  at- 
■  tempts  to  steal  unperceived  through  the  presence- 
chamber  were  vain,  on  the  part  of  one  known  to  have 
such  possession  of  the  King's  ear,  as  had  been  sttain* 
od  by  his  celebrated  barber  and  groom  of  the  cham- 
ber, Oliver  le  Dain,  called  someumes  Oliver  le  Mau- 
vais,  and  sometimes  Oliver  le  Diable,  epithets  derived 
from  the  unscrupulous  cvnning  with  which  he  assist- 
'd  in  the  execution  of  the  schemes  of  his  mfister's 
lortuous  policy.  At  present  he  spoke  earnestly  for 
a  lew  momenu  with  the  Count  de  Dunois,  who  in- 

*  Oti«ftr*H  mine,  or  ntekname.  wm  Lb  INsbkL  which  waf  b«. 
Mowed  on  him  by  public  Iwtrad,  in  eiehsnn  ror  Le  Dnim,  or 
Le  Dain.  He  wa«  urifinoUjr  the  Kiof*s  hvber,  butanerwardi 
•  Kvmmte  oouiwellor. 
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ly  back  towards  the  royal  apailment  wbeaoeWbii 
issued,  every  one  giving  place  to  him ;  which  dvBq 
he  only  acknowledged  oy  the  most  hunUe  indiBi. 
tion  01  the  body,  excepting  in  a  very  few  iutnei^ 
where  he  had  made  one  or  two  persons  the  MbJKl 
of  envy  to  all  the  other  eourtiers  by  wki^eriqi  i 
single  word  in  their  ear ;  and  at  the  saaie  tiiM  ini> 
tenng  somethingof  the  dutiesof  his  place,  he  eia|>d 
from  their  reolies,  as  well  as  from  the  esger  loliali* 
tions  of  diose%ho  wished  to  atnraet  his  notice.  Li> 
dovtc  Lesly  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  one  of  thiB* 
dividuars  who,  on  the  meeent  oecaskm,  waa  fatvM 
by  OKver  with  a  single  word,  to  ssaore  him  tktUi 
matter  was  fortunately  temiBated. 

Presently  aftarwarn,  he  had  another  noof  of  Ai 
same  agreeable  tidings  i  for  Queniin's  old  acqaml> 
anoe^  Tristan  THermite,  the  Provost-Msrsfaalof  4i 
Royal  Household,  enieqred  the  apartment,  aodeatt 
straight  to  the  place  where  Le  fialafr^  was  pand 
This  formidable  ofneer's  nniform,  which  ivai  mi 
rich,  bad  only  the  efleet  of  makmg  his  aimMer  eM* 
tenanoe  and  bad  mien  mom  etrikinriy  nmaikdil^ 
and  the  tone  which  he  meant  for  eoncOiatory,  wis  Ai 
nothing  so  much  as  the  growling  of  a  mu.  Ik 
impart  of  his  woids(liowefer,  was  mere  anieiUi 
than  the  voice  in  which  they  vrere  pronooiMd.  Hi 
ragretted the  mistake  whieh  had  fallen betwcaiki 
on  the  preceding  dav,  and  obaerved  it  was  oviiga 
the  Sieur  le  BaTafre^a  nephew  not  weanng  tiM» 
form  of  his  oona  or  announcing  hunsdf  as  bdaf 
ing  to  it,  which  had  led  him  into  the  anerto  viil 
he  now  adted  forghreneas.  • 

Ludovie  Lesly  made  the  necesaary  repirt  ^  ■ 
soon  as  Tristm  had  turned  away,  observed  nlf 
nephew,  that  they  had  now  the  di8tmetii»flfm| 
a  mortal  enemy  from  henceforward  in  thepswe 
this  dreaded  officer.  **  But  we  an  above  m  mt- 
a  soldier,"  eakl  he^  *'who  doee  his  duty,  nf  i«|k 
at  theProvoat-MarahaL" 

Quentin  could  not  help  being  of  his  uocViiffiji 
for.  as  Tristan  parted  from  them,  it  waa  «n  « 
look  of  angry  defianee  which  the  bear  eaan^tt 
hunter  whose  spear  has  wounded  him.  ladMM 
when  less  stzongly  moved,  tbe  suUsb  eye  of.mt^ 
del  expreased  a  malevoUmee  of  pmpose  w«  *R 
men  shudder  to  meet  his  gjance;  and  tke  noli 
the  young  Soot  was  the  decMr  and  more  tlftng 
that  he  seemed  to  himaelf  stui  to  foel  on  m  «w 
the  gran  of  the  two  deaih-doaig  functiaoaniA 
this  fatal  officer.  ,. 

Meanwhile  Oliver,  after  he  had  prowled aioeodli 
room  in  the  stealthy  manner  which  we  bate  ov 
voured  m  describe~-all,  even  the  highert  offiA  { 
making  way  for  him,  and  loading  him  with  thtf » 
remonious  attentions,  which  hia  modesty  eeened*' 
sirous  to  avoid— again  entered  the  inner  tpuu^S 
the  doore  of  which  were  presently  thrown  open,  !■ 
King  Loais  entered  the  presence-chamber. 

Quentin,  like  all  othera,  tuned  his  eyes  vdod  oK 
and  started  so  suddenly,  that  be  almost  draft  ■ 
weapon,  when  he  recognised  m  the  Ungof  Fnati 
that  silk-merehant,  Msitre  Pierre^  who  bad  be«i> 
companion  of  his  momins  walk,  Singiutr  W 
cions  xeflpecting  the  real  rank  of  this  persta  had  atir 
ferent  times  crossed  his  thoughts ;  but  th»b  thepiom 
reality,  was  wilder  than  hia  wildest  comeennb^ 

The  stem  look  of  his  uncls,  onended  at  tfaia  n«>p 
of  the  decorum  of  his  office,  recalled  him  to  bflMcai 
but  not  a  little  was  he  aatoniehed  when,  the  M 
whose  quick  eye  had  at  once  discovered  te  ^'■Jif 
straight  to  the  place  where  he  was  P«*^*]l]' 
out  taking  notice  of  amr  one  else.  **  So,"  be  tsa 
**  young  man^  I  am  tola  you  have  been  biavruDgt* 
your  fiist  amval  in  Tourainet  but  I  panloii  royj 
It  was  chiefly  the  fault  of  a  Iboiiah  old  inerckant,jnj 
thought  your  Caledonian  blood  reouired  to  be  benii 
in  the  morning  with  Vm  de  Seatiau.  If  I  cm  T 
him,  I  will  make  him  an  example  to  those  ^^ 


bauch  my  GuardB.^Balafr^"  fie  added,  epf^Q^ 
Lesly,  "  your  kinsman  ia  a  fair  youth,  thoujp^  a  >^ 
We  love  to  cherish  such  spiritk  and  mean  to  »"■ 


more  than  ever  we  did  of  the  bnve  mwi  vl»  •} 
around  us.    Let  the  year,  day,  l«our,  and  oiioai>* 
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ftnr  nephew's  UHb  tie  wntteii  dowiv  and  fflfen  to 

Le  BalafrC  bowed  to  the  ground,  end  re-aeeumed  hia 
elect  miiltanr  poait^oti,  aa  one  who  would  ahow  by  his 
.  demeanour  hia  promptitude  to  act  in  the  King'a  quarrel 
or  defence.  Quentin,  in  the  meantime,  recovered 
ffom  hia  firM  aurpriae,  atudied  the  King'a  appearance 
more  attentiTely,  and  waa  aurpriaed  to  find  how  dif- 
fereotlr  he  now  oonatnied  hia  deportment  and  fet* 
tprea  than  he  had  done  at  dieir  flrat  interview. 

Tliese  were  not  much  changed  in^  exterior,  for 
Louie,  always  a  aoomer  of  outward  ahow,  wore,  on 
the  preaeot  occasion,  an  old  datk-bluo  hunting-dreaa, 
not  much  better  than  the  plain  burgher-auit  of  the 
precedmg  day.  and  garnished  with  a  huge  roaary  of 
ebony,  which  had  been  sent  to  him  by  no  teas  a  per- 
sonage than  the  Qrand  Seimior,  with  an  attestation 
that  It  had  been  used  by  a  Coptic  hermit  on  Mount 
Lebanon,  s  peraooase  of  profound  sanctity.  And 
instead  of  his  cap  with  a  aingle  imaee,  he  now  wore 
a  hf^t,  the  band  of  which  was  gamisned  with  at  least 
a  dozen  of  little  paltry. figures  of  saints  stamped  m 
lead.  But  those  eyes,  which,  according  to  Qoen tin's 
former  impression,  only  twinkled  with  the  love  of 
gain,  haa,  now  that  they  were  known  to  be  the 
property  of  an  able,  and  powerfhl  monarch,  a  pier- 
dhfig  and  majestic  glance;  and  those  wrinkles  on  the 
brow,  which  he  had  sap^K>9ed  were  formed  during 
a  long  series  of  petty  schemes  of  commerce,  seem- 
ed now  the  furrows  which  sagacity  had  w^rn  while 
toiling^ in  meditation  upon  the  rate  of  nationa. 

Presently  after  the  King's  appearance,  the  Prin- 
cesses of  France,  with  the  ladies  of  their  suite,  enters 
ed  the  apartment.  With  the  eldest,  afterwards  married 
to  Peter  of  Bonrbon,  and  known  in  French  history 
by  the  name  of  the  Lady  of  BeaujeaiL  our  story  has 
out  little  to  do.  She  waa  tall,  ana  rather  handsome^ 
possessed  eloquence,  talent,  and  much  of  her  father's 
sagacity,  who  reposed  great  confidence  in  her,  and 
lox-ed  her  as  well  perhaps  as  he  loved  any  one. 

The  younger  sister,  the  unfortunate  Joan,  the  des- 
tiiaed  bride  of  the  Duke  of  Orleana,  advanced  timidly 
by  the  side  of  her  sister,  conscious  of  a  total  want  of 
those  external  qualities  which  women  are  most 
desirous  of  possessing,  or  being;  thought  to  possess. 
She  was  pde.  thin,  and  sick^  in  her  complexion; 
her  shape  visibly  bent  to  one  side,  and  her  eait  so 
unequal  that  she  might  be  called  lama  A  fine  set 
of  teeth,  and  eyes  which  were  expressive  of  melancho- 
ly, softness,  and  resignation,  with  a  quantity  of  light 
lMt>wn  locks,  were  the  only  redeemmg  points  which 
Hattery  itselr could  have  dared  to  number,  to  counter- 
act the  general  homeliness  of  her  face  and  figure. 
To  complete  the  picture,  it  waa  easy  to  remark,  j^om 
the  Princeas's  negligence  in  dress,  and  the  timidity  of 
her  manner,  that  she  had  an  unusual' end  distressmg 
«^pn8ciousnes8  of  her  own  plainness  of  appearance,  and 
did  not  dare  to  make  any  of  those  attempts  to  mend 
by  manners  or  by  art  what  nature  had  left  amiss,  or 
in  any  other  way  to  exert  a  power  of  pleasing.  The 
King  (who  loved  her  not)  stepped  hastily  to  her  aa  she 
entered.— "  How  now!'*  he  said,  "our  world-con- 
temning daughter— Are  you  robed  for  a  hunting-party 
or  for  the  convent,  this  momingi  Speak— answer." 
"  For  which  your  highness  pleases,  sire,"  said  the 
Princess,  scarce  raising  tier  voice  above  her  breath. 

**  Ay,  doubtless,  you  would  persuade  me  it  is  your 
ileeire  te  quit  the  Court,  Joan,  and  renounce  the  world 
and  ita  vanities.— Ha  1  maiden,  wouldst  thou  have  it 
tbouflcht  that  we,  the  first-born  of  Holy  Church, 
woula  renise  our  daughter  to  Heaven?— Our  Lady 
and  Saint  Martin  forbid  we  should  refuse  the  ofiering, 
were  it  worthy  of  the  altar,  or  were  thy  vocation  m 
truth  thitherward  T' 

So  Boymg,  toe  King  crossed  himself  devoutly, 
looking,  in  the  meantime  as  appeared  to  Quentin,  very 
13ce  a  cunning  vassal,  who  was  depreciating  the  ment 
of  flomethihg  which  he  was  desirous  to  keep  to  him- 
self in  order  that  he  might  stand  excused  for  not  ofl*er- 
inff  it  to  his  chief  or  superior.  "  Darea  he  thus  play  the 
hypocrite  with  Heaven^"  thought  DurwanL  **and  sport 
with  God  and  the  Sauits,  as  he  may  safely  do  with 
men  who  dare  not  search  his  nature  too  closely  7" 
L^uis  meantime  resumed,  after  a  moment's  mental 


devotion— **  No,  Mr  datHrfifler.  I  and  anothct  know 

Sour  real  mind  better-Ha!  nur  cousin  of  Orleans, 
o  we  not?  Approach,  fair  sv,  and  lead  tliis  devoted 
vestal  of  ours  to  her  horse." 

Orleans  started  when  the  King  spoke,  and  hasten- 
ed to  obey  him ;  bft  with  such  precipitatk>n  of  step^ 
and  confusion,  that  Louis  called  out,  **  Nav,  cousin, 
rein  your  gallantry,  and  look  before  you.— Why,  what 
a  headlong  matter  a  gallant's  haste  is  on  some  occa- 
sions !— Vou  had  well-rilgh  taken  Anne's  hand  in- 
stead of  her  sister's.— Sir,  must  I  give  Joan's  to  you 
myself?** 

The  unhappy  Prince  looked  up,  and  shuddered  like 
s  child,  when  forced  to  touch  something  at  which  it 
has  instinctive  horror— then  making  an  eflbrt,  took 
the  hand  which  the  Princess  neither  gave  nor  yet 
withheld.  As  they  stood,  her  cold  damp  fingers  en- 
closed in  his  trembling  hand,  with  their  eyes  looking 
on  the  ground,  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  say 
which  of  these  two  youthful  beings  was  rendered  mor« 
utterly  miserable— the  Duke,  who  felt  himself  fetter- 
ed to  the  object  of  his  aversion  by  bonds  whidi  ha 
durst  not  tear  asunder,  or  the  unfortunate  young  wo- 
man, who  too  plainly  saw  that  she  was  an  object  r^ 
abhorrence  to  him,  to  gain  whose  kindness  she  wo  * 
willingly  have  died. 


be  on  our  morning  sport  1" 

'*  I  am,  I  fear,  doomed  to  interrupt  it,  sire,"  said  tha 
Compte  de  Dunois— **  the  Burgundisn  Envoy  is  be* 
fore  the  gates  of  the  Castle,  and  demands  an  audience.'* 

"  Demandt  an  audience,  Dunois?"  replied  the  King 
— "  Did  you  not  answer  him.  as  we  sent  you  word  by 
Oliver,  that  we  were  not  at  leisure  to  see  nim  to-day, 
—and  that  to  morrow  was  the  festival  a(  Saint  Mar- 
tin, which,  please  Heaven,  we  would  disturb  by  no 
earthly  thoughts,— and  that  on  the  succeedmg  day  wa 
were  designed  for  Amboise— but  that  we  would  not 
fail  to  appoint  him  aa  early  an  audience,  when  we  re- 
turned, aa  our  pressing  affaira  would  permit  ?" 

"All  this  I  saki,"  answered  Dunois;  "but  yet 
sire" 

**Pa3^ue9'dieu  I  man,  what  is  it  that  thos  sticjis  it 
thy  throat?"  said  die  King.  "This  Burgundun's 
terms  must  have  been  bard  of  digestion.'* 

"  Had  not  my  duty,  your  Grace's  commanda  ana 
his  character  as  an  Envoy,  restrained  me,"  said  Do* 
nois.  **  he  should  have  tried  to  digest  them  himself  | 
for,  by  Our  Lady  of  Orleans,  I  had  more  mind  to  ha^e 
made  him  eat  his  ovm  words,  than  to  have  brought 
them  to  your  Majesty." 

**  Body  of  me,  Dunois,"  said  the  Kmg,  "it  is  stranga 
that  thou,  one  of  the  most  impatient  fellows  alive^ 
sfaouldst  have  so  little  sympathy  with  the  like  infir- 
mity in  our  blunt  and  fio-y  cousin,  Charies  of  Burgun- 
dy. Why,  mon,  I  mind  nis  blustering  messages  po 
more  than  the  towers  of  this  Castle  regard  the  whis- 
tling of  the  north-east  wind,  which  comes  from  Flan- 
ders, as  well  aa  this  brawling  Envoy." 

"  Know  then,  sire^"  repliedDnnois,  **  that  the  Count 
of  Cr^vecceur  tarries  below,  with  his  retinue  of  pursui- 
vants and  trumpets,  and  saya,  that,  since  your  Majes- 
ty refuses  him  the  audience  which  nis  master  has  in- 
structed him  to  demand,  upon  mattere  of  most  press- 
ing concern,  he  will  reraam  there  till  midnight,  and 
accoat  your  Maiesty  at  whatever  hour  you  are  plea- 
sed to  issue  from'yoarCastle,  whether  for  business^  ex- 
ercise, or  devotion  ;  and  that  no  conskieration,  cA-cept 
the  use  of  sbsohite  force,  shall  compel  him  to  desist 
from  this  resolution." 

'*-He  is  a  fool,*'  s«kl  the  Kina,  with  much  compo- 
sure. "  Does  the  hot-headed  Hainaulter  think  it  afif 
penance  for  a  man  of  eense  to  remain  for  twenty-ff*uj 
hours  quiet  within  the  walls  of  his  Castle,  when  ha 
hath  the  affaire  of  a  Kingdom  to  occupy  him  ?  Thesa 
impatient  coxcombs  think  that  all  men.  like  them- 
aelves,  are  misereblcL  save  when  in  saddle  and  stir 
nip.  Let  the  doas  be  pot  up,  and  well  looked  tu. 
gentle  Dunois— We  will  hold  council  to-day,  instead 
of  hunting." 

'*  My  Liege,"  answered  Dunois,  "  yon  will  not  thus 
rid  yourseli  of  Crdvecceur ;  for  his  mastei's  instma- 
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Jiont  vcf  thAt  if  he  htub  not  thw  tudbnce  which  he 
aeinan((s,  ho  shall  nAil  his  gauntlet  to  the  paliaadt>fl 
leforo  the  Castle,  in  token  of  mortal  defiance  on  the 
t>art  of  nis  master,  shall  renounce,  the  Duke's  fealty 
to  France,  and  declare  matant  war." ' 
^  ,"Ay,"  said  Louis,  without  anj|i  perceptihle  altenir 
tinn  of  voice,  but  frowning  antll  his  niercuig  dark  eyes> 
})ecame  almost  invisible  under  his  snaggy  eyebrows^ 
**  is  it  even  so  ?— will  our  ancient  vassal  prove  so 
masterful— our  dear  cousm  treat  us  ihusunkmaly  7— 
Nav  then,  Dunois,  we  niust  unfold  the  Orijiamantf 
ana  cry  Dennis  Montjoye  !" 

"  Marry  and  amen,  aiid  m  a  most  kappy  hour  !'*  said 
the  martial  Dunois ;  and  the  guards  in  the  hall,  unable 
lo  resist  the  same  impulse,  stirred  each  upon  his  post, 
bo  as  to  produce  a  low  but  distinct  sound  of  clasning 
arms.  The  King  cast  his  eye  proudly  round,  and.  for  a 
moment,  thought  and  looked  like  his  heroic  father. 

But  the  excitement  of  the  moment  presently  d^vo 
M'TLy  to  the  host  of  politick  coosiderationa,  which,  at 
(hat  conjuncture,  rendered  aB  open  breach  with  Bur* 

fundy,  so  pecuEarly  perilous.  Edward  IT.,  a  brave 
nd  victorious  kingi  who  bad  in  his  own  person 
Ibught  thirty  battles,  was  now  established  on  the 
throne  of  Eln^land.  was  brother  to  the  Duchess  of  Bur- 
gundy, and  It  misnt  well  be  supposed,  waited  but  ji 
ru{}turebetwceD  his  near  connexion  and  Louia  to  ear- 
ly uUo  France,,  through  the  ever-open  gale  oi  Calais 
tjnosc  arms  which  had  been  triumphant  in  the  Eng- 
lish civil  wars,  and  to  obliterate  ine  recoHection  of 
internal  dissensions  bv  that  most  popular  of  all  occu- 
butions  amongst  the  English,  an  invasion  of  France. 
To  this  consideration  was  added  the  uncertain  faith 
of  the  Duke  of  Bretagne,  and  other  weighty  subjects 
of  reflection.  So  that,  after  a  deep  pause,  when 
Louis  a£:ain  apoke,  although  in  the  same  tone,  H 
U-as  with  an  altered  spirit.  "But  God  fori- id,"  he 
said.  "  that  at^ht  less  than  necessity  should  make  ii%. 
the  Most  Chnatian  King,  ^ve  cause  to  the  ofiusion  of 
Christian  blood,  if  any  mmg  short  of  dishonour  may 
iivcrt  such  a  calamity.  We  tender  our  subjects*  safe- 
ty dearer  than  the  ruiBe  which  our  own  dignitv  may 
receive  from  the  rude  breath  of  a  malapert  ambassa- 
dor, who  hath  perhaps  exceeded  the  errand  with 
irhich  he  was  charged.— Admit  the  Envoy  of  Bufgun- 
y  to  our  presenock" 

'*  Beati  Paci/Ui,"  sak]  the  Cardinal  Balue. 

"  True ;  ajid  your  eminence  Roowelh  that  th^rwho 
humble  themselves  shall  be  exalted,*'  added  the  King. 
.  The  Cardinal  spoke  an  Amen,  towhich  few  assent- 
^ ;  for  even  the  pale  eheek  of  Orleans  kindled  with 
shame,  and  Baloir^  suppressed  his  feelings  so  little, 
hn  to  let  the  butt-end  ofnis  partisan  fall  heavily  on  the 
flour,— a  movement  of  impatience  for  which  he  un- 
derwent a  bitter  reproof  from  the  Cardinal,  with  a 
lecture  on  the  mode  of  handling  his  arms  when  in 
presence  of  the  Sovereign.  The  King  himself  seem- 
ed unusually  embarrassed  at  the  silence  around  him. 
"  You  are  pensive,  Dunois,"  he  said—"  You  disap- 
prove of  our  giving  way  to  this  hot-headed  Envoy." 

*  By  no  means,"  said  Dunois;  "  I  meddle  not  with 
toatters  beyond  my  sphere.  I  was  but  thixdung  of 
ludcing  a  boon  of  your  Majesty.** 

*'  A  oopn,  Dunois— what  is  it  ?— You  are  an  un&e- 
QueLt  suitor,  and  may  cuunt.on  our  favour." 

"1  would,  then,  your  Majesty  would  send  me  to 
Evreux  to  regulate  the  clergy,"  said  Dunois,  with  mili- 
tary frankness. 

*  That  were  indeed  beyond  thy  sphere;"  replied  the 
Ki^g,  smiling. 

■  *  I  might  order  priests  as  well,"  replied  the  Count, 
as  mv  Lord  Bishop  of  Evreux,  or  my  Lord  Cardinal, 
•f  helmes  the  title  betier,  can  exercise  the  soldiers  of 
your  Majesty's  guard." 

Till  King  smiled  again^  and  more  mysteriously, 
ilrhile  he  whispered  Dunota,  "The  time  may  eome 

Shen  you  and  I  will  regulate  the  priests  together— 
ut  this  IS  for  the  present  a  good  conceited  animal  of 
a  Bishop.  Ah,  Dunois  1  Rome,  Rome  puts  him  and 
oUier  burdens  upon  us— But  patience,  cousin,  and 
■nuffle  tlie  cardsy  till  our  hand  is  a  stronger  one.*'* 

•  Dr.  Dryaiduiit  here  remarks,  that  earda,  aaid  to  hnv«  been 
immad  m  a  pmsodi«>y  raign,  Ibr  th&  anwaement  of  Cliarfes  V. 
4|irmt  the  tetervala  of  hia  mental  dtaor(tor»  mom  apeodilj  to 


The  ilouijish^-lvnimMt&in  tha^covrv^ard  mtm  nr 
nounced  the  arrival  of  the  Burgundian  noblenaa.  i( 
in  thepresanoe-cbambfir  made liaate  lo  arrangs  them- 
selves according  to  their  proper  plaoee  of  preccdsaea 
the  King  and  his  daughters  remaining  in  toe  osatrsst 
the  assembly. 

The  Count  of  Crdveceeur,  a  renowned  and  uDdaan^ 
ed  warrior,  entered  the  apartment ;  and,  ooniiBry  ts 
the  ttsacre  among  the  eavoys  of  uieodly  a#owera^  hs 
appeared  all  armed,  excep^iag  his  head,  in  a  gorBeooi 
suit  of  the  most  superb  Milan  armoi|r.  made  of  §ni 
in|aid  and  embossed  with  gold,  which  waa  wroq^j 
into  the  fantastic  taste  caUed  the  Arabew^ue.  Anuw 
his  neck,  and  over  his  polished  cuirasa,  hung  hia  mss- 
ter'a  order  of  the  Qolden  Fleece,  one  of  the  most  he- 
noured  associations  of  ohivalry  then  kaown  in  Chiis- 
tendom.  .A  hajidsonie  psge  bore  his  heliiMl  befaiad 
him,  a  heraM  preceded  hhfru  baring  hia  leiten  of  as> 
dence,  which  he  ofiered  on  ms  knee  to  tha  Kiiw ;  wUi 
the  ambassador  himself  {>att8ed  in  the  midst  oniiebsl^ 
as  if  to  give  all  present  time  to  admire  his  lofty  Uml 
commanding  statuK,  and  undaunted  compoeme  « 
countenance  and  manner.  The  rest  oX  his  attesi* 
ants  waiteo  in  the  antechamber,  or  couit-yaid. 

"  Approach,  Seignk>r  Count  ae  Cr^vecceur," 
Louis,  after  a  moment's  alanoe  at  iiis  aommsi 
"  we  need  not  our  Cousin  s  lettefs  of  credanae,  tuam 
to  introduce  to  us  a  warrior  so  well  known,  or  toss- 
Sure  us  of  your  highly  deserved  oredii  with  your  mas- 
ter. We  trust  that  your  (sir  partner,  who  shares  soss 
of  our  anoestraJ  blood,  is  in  ^ood  oesllh.  Bad  jm 
brought  her  in  your  hand,  Seignior  CouDt,  ve  mf^ 
have  thought  you  wore  your  armour,  on  thisimvsai* 
ed  occasion,  to  maintain  the  supeiiority  of  her  cisnM 
against  the  amorous  chivalry  of  Praiioe.  As  it  is  «t 
cannot  guess  the  reason  of  this  complete  paaoply.* 

"  Sir^'  repliod  the  arobssssdor,  ^  the  Cooiii  d 
CrdvecoBur  must  lament  fats  misfortnBe^  and  sanssc 
your  forgiveniess,  that  he  cannot,  oA  this  ocsoniM,  i»> 
ply  with  such  humble  defiirenoe  as  is  due  tt  the  npi 
courtesy,  with  which  vourMaiesiy  hasbononcdkos. 
But  although  it  is  only  the  voice  of  PhilipCihsoaMr 
de  Cordis  which  speaas^  the  words  which  he  tfiRS 
must  be  those  of  his  gracious  Lord  and  Soveragai^ 
Duke  of  Burgundy." 

"And  whiit  has  Crdvecosur  to  say  n  theveris 
of  Burgundy  T  said  Louisu  with  an  aaeioi^idoa  if 
suffidant  dignity.  "  Yet  hold— remember,  that  s 
tJ^is  presence^  Philip  Cr^vecosur  de  ConMs  spsakit 
him  who  is  his  Sovereign's  Sovereign.*' 

CrdveooBur  bowed,  and  than  spoke  aloud  ^— "  %m 
of  France  the  mighty  Duke  of  Bvigmidy  once  bb« 
sends  you  a  written  schedule  of  the  wfobj^  and  o^ 
pressions  committed  on  his  frontiers  by  yotn-  Mai» 
ty's  garrisons  and  officers;  and  the  first  point  ot '»- 
quiry.  is,  whether  it  is  your  Majesty's  pmpose  is 
make  him  amends  for  these  ii^juries?" 

The  King,  lopking  slightly  at  the  inemorial  w\o^ 
toe  herald  delivered  to  him  upon  hia  kAee^  said^ 
"  These  matters  have  been  already  I0D9  bcdibia  est 
Council.  Of  the  injuries  complaino!  oH  aonw  aieift 
rMuital  of  those  sustained  by  my  subjects^  •onse  sis 
affirmed  without  any  prooi;  some  have  been  ivtaia- 
ted  by  the  Duke's  gamsoas  and  sokfiers ;  and  if  tfaoa 
remain  any  wliich  fall  under  none  of  those  ptmikm- 
meats,  we  are  not,  as  a  Christian  prinoe,  ^vesae  la 
make  satisfaction  for  wrongs  actually  saatained  if 
our  neighbour,  though  committed  not  only-  witboai 
our  Gounteoanoe,  but  against  our  express  oracr." 

have  iMcome  common  aroonr  the  oonrtiert,  tinoe  IImv 
rWrtiiihed  Louia  XI.  with  a  metephiir.   The  iwne  praWrfc 
quoted  by  Darandarto,  in  the  endianted  cave  of  TifnuiMin 
The  «J1egod  orif  in  of  the  invention  of  earda,  praduosd  <-«■• 
the  ihrewdeat  repTioa  I  have  ever  heard  (rimao  ig  cvideauft. 
woa  made  br  the  late  Dr.  Grecorv  of  fidinborih  to  ■  ooonari 
great  emlnenoe  at  the  Seottlali  bar.    Tite  l>oclsi^  lestoM 
want  to  prove  the  inaani^of  ttie  partr  whoae  moilal 
waa  the  point  at  iainie.    On  a  oroaa-inienofatioii.  km  l. 

that  the  perarm  in  qufwtion  placed  admirablr  at  whla*.        

do  yon  iierioii«lr  aar.  doetor,"  said  fhelearnetl  eovaael.  **  tiMta 
person  havfnf  a  anporior  eapaetty  Ibr  a  fame  ao  i'IHIomH.  aaS 
which  raquiraa  in  a  pra-eaiioentdaaree.  menory,  mifmmut,  aa4 
oonfbinattoot  oap  be  at  the  aame  ttnw  doiaa^M  in  kaa  mm^vh 
■tandinc  T"  **  I  am  no  oard  player."  aaid  the  dodar,  *"  wrti 
sreat  amtreaa,  **  but  I  have  read  in  mstory  that  earda  ^leae  » 
I'ented  Ibr  tl»e  amoaeoMnt  of  an  iaiaae  kinf.**  Hn  eooasqas^ 
oea  of  (iiiarwiy  weia  dsotaivak 
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*  I  ^\  c«irr«r^'|m#  Mft)ekf'«  ftnsiver,*'  nMthe 
ambassador,  "  to  «r  moiit  grsioiaiiB  faster  f  yac,  let 


•ne  fiavi  tbu,  as  it  is  in  na  dflgrto  difTewnt  ftam  the 
levasive  lepUea  ^hich  [nnra  eiroady  been  retiBosd  to 
*liia  jast  complaiata,  I  canaot  kope  that  it  will  afford 
itbr  meaaa  of  ra-aatabliahn^  peaoe  and  fiiendahip 
betwixt  F^rsnoa  and  Biirgundy." 

"  Be  Ihat  at  God's  pfeaaore.''  aaid  the  Sing;  "*  It 
is  not  for  dread  of  titsr  viaater's  arras,  but  for  the 
aako  of*  peace  only,  that  I  retum  mt  temperate  an 
.answer  to  his  injunous  replpoaahes.  Pntceed-  ^ith 
thim  errand.'' 

'^Y  master's  Best  demand,"  aaid  the  ambasaa- 
•doT,  "i8,ihat  yoor  Mi^iv^  wiU  ccaaa  yaw  secret  and 
qindcrhand  dealings  with.  lus  towns  of  Ghent,  Liege, 
joid  Malines.  iia  rsqiuests  that  yoa»  Majesty  will  re- 
call the  secvet  agenta^  by  whoae  means  the  diaoon- 
•t^nts  of  his  food  ettizeQiiof  Flanders  are  inflamtd'; 
•ad  dismiss  irnm  yonr  Mi^ty'e  dolkiinlonB,  or  rather 
dflhver  ap  to  tbecoadigB  panishment  of  their  liege 
ioid,  those traitonMBfii^yca,  who, having fled^ from 
the  scene  of  their  aaachmatioas,  hare  lound  too  ready 
a  refuee  in  Paris;  Orleans,  Ibors,  and  other  Vfemea 
oiiies. ' 

"  Say  io  the  Dake  of  Burgtmdy,"  replied  the  King, 
*'  that  I  know  of  na  such  indirect  practioeaaa  those 
with' which  he  inmriously  diaigas  me;  that  my  sob- 
iects  of  KVanee  nave  frequem  intarcoarae  with  the' 
^ood  cities  of  Flanders,  tor  the  purpose  of  motnal  be- ! 
n«fit  by  free  traffic,  which  it  would  be  os  mueh  con-; 
trary  to  the  Duke  s  interest  aa  aunetto  mteinipt;  and 
that  many  Flemings  have  residence  in  my  kingdom, 
and  enjoy  the  protection  of  my  laws,  for  the  same 
purpose;  but  none,  to  our  knowledge,  for  those  of 
treason  or  mutiny  against  the  Duke.  Proceed  with' 
your  message— yon  h^eltevrd  mv  answer." 

"  As  forraeiiy,  Sirsf  with  pain<"  vsplied  the  Count 
of  Crdvec(csur$  *'  it  not  being  of  mat  direct  or  explicit 
tiatune  which  the  Bnke,  my  master,  will  accept,  in 
'StaAemdnt  for  a  lonsp  train  «f  aocret  maeUnatsdns, 
iMrt  (be  Leas  certain,  tnoogh  now  disavowed  by  your 
Majesty.  But  I  prooesd  with  my  meesaga.  The 
^utts  of  Burgundy  farther  taquirea  the  King  of -Franse 
tea  send  back  to  hia  dominions  without  delay,  and 
,undar  a  seeura  safegnanl,  the  aersona  of  iMMie 
<^ounteas  of  Ctoya^  aiM  of  bar  ralatiini  and  gaaadian 
the  X^ountess  Hameline,  of  the  same  fiimily,  in  re- 
•apecst  the  said  Goontess  iaabelle,  beiniL  by  the  law 
«af/the  country,  and  the  fisadaitemireof  her<eetates, 
.the  ward  of  the:  said  Duke  of  Burgtndy,  hstk  fled 
:£n>ai  his  doB^iiniotta,  and  fiK>m  the  charge  which  he, 
as  a  careful  guardian,  was  willing  to  extend  over  her, 
•and  ia  here  aiaintaiaad  in  seoret  by  the  KMg  of 
•J^rance,  and  by  him  fortified  in  her  contumacy  to  the 
Duke,  her  natural  lord  and  guardian,  oomrary  to  the 
>awe  of  God  and  man,  as  they  ever  have  been  ac- 
.stnawledged  in  civilised  Earope.-'-Onea  more  I  pause 
-  .-^  yoar  Majesty's  rebly*" 

*'  You  did  Well,  Coimt  de  Cfiveocrai,"  aaid  Lovris, 
'jeornfiitty,  '*  to  begin  voar  embassy  at  an  eatiy  hour ; 
ior  if  it  be  yoor  puvpoee  to  oatl  on  me  to  aoeonnt  for 
-the  flight  of  every  vassal  whom  your  master^  s  heady 
.paaaion  may  havp  driven  from  his  dominions,  the 
baod-^t))!  may  last  till  aunseu  Who  can  affirm  tliat 
tbese  ladies  are  in  my  donunions  *?  who  can  prdsume 
to  aav,  if  it  be  so,  that  1  have  either  ooamenanced 
thmir  iSight  hither,  or  have  received  them  with  ofiere 
'of  protection  1  Nay,  who  ia  it  will  assert,  that,  if 
dxey  are  in  France^  their  place  of  retirement  is  within 
my  knowledge?" 

"  Sire,"  aakl  CrdveccBor,  "  may  it  please  your  Ma- 
jesty, I  va»  provided  with  a  witness  on  this  subject" 
4>ne  who  beheld  these  fugitive  Isdies  in  the  inn  called 
the  Fteur-de-Lys,  not  far  from  this  Castle— one  who 
BKVfr  your  Majesty  in  their  company,-  though  under 
the  unworthy  disguise  of  a  bargees  of  Tours— one 
whd  received  from  tbem^  in  your  royal  presence, 
onfissages  and  lettera  to  their  fVicnda  in  Flanders— all 
which  he  conveyed  to  the  hand  and  ear  of  the  Duks 
of  Burpundy.*?. 

"  Brmg  him  Ibrward,"  said  the  Xjng ;  "  place  the 
man  before  my  face  who  darea  maintain  these  pal- 
pable falsehoods." 

^  You  apeak  iui  triamph»  She;  for  yon  are  well 


awdra'llidttl^B«iaMBBnoMaifer4iBiaca:  ^fthmitb 
U«ed,  he  waa  eaOed  flSamet  Magrnnhini  by  birth  odh 
of  ihoae  BoheoMn  wandtrera.  He  was  ysMcsda^ 
aa  Iliaite  leamacL  eseftuted  by  a  party  t>f  yoor  Me^ 
jeaty'a  Pnyvost-Marahal,  to  prevent,  donbtios^  his 
*'  «  here,  to  vanly  what  he  said  of  this  matter 


to  the  Buke  or  Bu^uady,  in  preaenca  of  hia  Council, 
and  of  me,  Pliilip  Crevecceur  de  Coidda^" 

'*  Now,  by  oar  Lady  of  fimbnan  t"  aaid  the  King^ 
"  so  grosa  are  these  acctiaationa,  and  ao  fiaeof  oon- 
sciouancaa  am  I  of  audbit  -that  approaches  Ihem,  that, 
by 'the  honour  .of  a  King,  I  iaiwi.  raih^  than  am 
wroth  at  thetti^  JHy  Pravost-guain  daily  pat  to  death, 
aa  is  tiieir  dut^^  thieves  and  vagabonda ;  and  is  my 
crat^n.  to  be  aiandered  with  whatever  these  tbievaa 
and  vagabonda  mky  hove  sakl  to  our  hot  eouaiB  ot 
Burnnay  and  his  wins  eounaellors  1  ■  1  -prey  you,  tall 
my  kkid -cousin^  if  behoves  such  cornpanioBa,  he  had 
h^t  keep  tham  m  hia  own  eetateai  for  hae  thej are 
like-tD  meet  short  shrift  and  a  tight  coad."  %  • 

"  My  master  aeada  no  aodi  aubjeota,  Sir  1 

answered  the  Count,  in  a  tone  more  disraai 

thiiihe  had  yet  peranittbd  himaelf  to  make  uaeof; 
^*  for  the  noble  Duk6  tnea  not  to  hapure  of  witchsi, 
wandering  figyptiena,  or  othconsi  upon  thetisatiay  and 
foteofhisneigbboan  andaUiea."  ' 

*^  Wa  have  had  patienoe  ^dough,  and  to  sparaiT 
said  the  King,  interrupting  him :  '^and  since  thy  aolb 
eitahid here sastnato  Wnar  the porpoee of inanlt.  wa 
wiH  send  aooie  one  in  oar  name  to  the  Dake  of  0ap> 
gnndy«<aon  vinced.  in  4hBaidflBieaning  thyaelf  towania 
ua,  tnou  heat  exceeded  thy  oainBiisaion,  whatevar 
that  may  have  been." 

"On  the  cootrerVi"  eaid  Cndvacreut,  **I  have  net 
yet  acqaitted  mVseif  of  iu-<^jlearken,  Looia  of  Vakia 
Kiag  of  Franoet-Haarken,  nobles  and  gentlemaiC 
who  may  be  present-iHeaxkeaL  att*  good  and  wm 
nen^And  thou,  Toison  d'Or,*'  addressmg  the  heraU, 
"  make  ptadamatiott  after  hia-4,  Philk>  Crdvecosiff 
of  Coidea,  Count  ef  the  Empire,  and  Knight  of  the 
hoaaumble  and  painoelir  Order  of  the  Gokien  Fleee^ 
in  the  name  of  the  most  puissant  Lord  and  Prhiea 
Ofaai^  by  ^  grace  of  God,  Doke  of  Buigundy  and 
LotfaaiiBna,  of ^rebanC  and  Limbourg.  of  Luxeitt- 
bourg  and  or  Qnekhes;  £ari  af  Flaadera  and  of  Af- 
tois :  OooBt  Palhtbne  of  Haouait,  of  Holland,  Zba- 
'laad^  Naihuc,  and  Zutphen  ?  MsitiuiB  of  the  Holy 
£mi>ire }  Lord  of  FnaaelanA,  Sahnes,  and  JHalioea, 
do  give  you,  Ldaia,  Kha  af  Freaoe,  openly  to  knois, 
that  you,  having  refoaad  to  remedy  the  vanoua  griefo, 
wrongs,  and  oienoea^  done  and  wrought  by  you^  dr 
byaad  trough  your  aid.  auggestion,  and  instikatron, 
Sf^nst  the  said  I>Qke  and  hia  loving  subjects,  he,  by 
my  month,  renounces  all  allegiaiiee  and  feidty  to- 
wards yoor  ck-own  and  dignity-pronounces  you  false 
and  fafthlesa;  and  defiea  you  as  a  Prince»  and  aa<a 
man.  There  Has  toy  gage^  in  evidence  of  what  I 
haveaaid.*' 

So  aayina,  he^  pinched  the  gaundet  off  his  riftfat 
hand,  and  ftung  it  down  on  the  floor  of  the  halL 

Until  thia  laat  ehmax  of  audaoity,  there  had  bean 
a  deep.dlenee  io  the  royal  apartment  during  the  ea- 
traorainary  scene {>bat  no  sooner  had  the  dash  of  the 
gauntlet  when  cast  down,  been  echoed  by  the  dean 
voice  01  Toison^  d'Ois  the  Burgnndian  herald,  wttn 
the  ejaculation,  "Vive  Boargogne!"  than  there  was 
a  general  tumult.  While  Dunois^  Orleans,  old  Laid 
Crawford,  and  one  or  two  othera,  whose  rank  authp- 
riaed  their  interference,  contended  which  ishouJd  lilt 
up  the  gaontiet,  the  others  in  the  hall  exclaimed, 
"  Strike  him  down !  Out  him  to  pieces !  Comes  be 
here  to  inault  the  King^of  France  in  his  own  palace  I'' 

But  the  King  appeased  the  tumult  by  exclainung: 
in  a  v(Mee  like  tnnnder,' which  overawed  and  silencaa 
every  other  sound,  "Silence,  my.Iicttesliay  not  a 
hand  en  the  man,  not  a  finger  on  the  gage  i^And 
you.  Sir  Count,  of  what  is  your  life  composed,  ar 
now  is  it' warranted,  that  you  thus  plaeu  u  on  the 
cast  of  a  die  soperiloaa  t  Or  is  your  Dnke  made  af 
a  different  metal  from  other  princes,  since  he  thus 
asserts  hispretended  quarrel  in  a  manner  sounusaalf 

*^  He  is  indeed  framed  of  a  different  and  moramiblo 
metal  than  the  other  princes  of  Europe."  aaid  the  un- 
damtad  Count  of  Gr^veccaur  $  *'foA  when  not  one  «f 
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tiMmdnped  to  ffhredwlfer  to  you^to  90^1  nsr*  Kmg 
Loiii»— when  you  wen  yet  onljr  Dauphiii,  an  exile 
finmi  Prance,  and  pursued  by  the  whole  bitterneis  of 
your  lather's  reveni^e^  and  all  the  power  of  his  king- 
ooni)  you  were  leceived  and  protected  like  ft  brother 
by  my  noble  master,  whose  generoaiiy  of  dispontion 
foil  nave  so  grossly  misused.  Farewell,  Sin^  my 
mission  is  discharaed." 

80  saying,  the  Count  de  CrdvoCGBur  left  the  ipart- 
ment  abruptly,  and  without  farther  leavo*taking* 

"  After  him^afttf  hint^take  up  the-  gaondet  and 
after  hnnl"  said  the  King.— *U  mean  not  you, .]>«- 
nois,  nor  you*  my  Lord  of  Crawford,  who,  methmks, 
may  be  too  old  for  such  hot  frays ;  nor  yo^  Cousin 
of  Orleans,  who  are  too  young  for  them.— My  Lord 
Cardinal— my  Lord  Bishop  m  Aaxerre— it  is  your 
holy  office  to  make  peace  among  frinces;— do  you 
1^  the  gauntlet^  and  remonstrate  with  Count  Creye- 
omur  on  the  sin  he  has  committed,  in  thus  insulting 
a  great  Monarch  in  his  own  Court,  and  forcing  us  to 
liiiii^  the  mifleriee  of  war  upon  his  kingdom  and  that 
flf  bu  Qenghbonr." 

Upon  this  direct  personal  appeal,  the  Cardinal  Ba- 
hia  proceeded  to  lift  the  goontlet,  With  such  prscau- 
tkm  as  one  would  touch  an  adder,— so  great  was  ap- 
parently his  aversion  to  this  symbol  of  war,— and 
prsscntly  left  the  royal  apartment  10  hasten  after  the 
•challenger. 

Loois  paused  and  looked  round  the  circle  of  his 
courtiers,  most  of  whom,  except  such  aa  we  have  al- 
ratdy  distinguiabed,  being  men  of  low  birth<  and  raised 
to  their  rank  in  the  King^s  houaehoki  for  otbor  gifts 
than  courage  or  feats  of  arms,  looked  pale  on  each 
other}  and  had  obvMMisly  received  an  unpleasant  im- 
pression firom  the  scene  which  had  been  Just  acted. 
Louts  gaxed  on  them  with  contempt,  and  then  ^d 
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mounted,  aad  laturtied  to  disbiadeii  my  mmd  of  the 
answer  which  I  gave  him  but  now  * " 

"I  said,  aus,"  said  the  King,  mraing  aioaod,  wiib- 
out  any  show  of  angry  emotion,  "  that  in  the  CooM 
Philip  of  Cff^vecceuri  our  eooain  the  Duke  pooBessm 
as  worthy  a  servant  as  ever  Jode  at  a  prinee^s  ti^ 
hand.— But  you  prevailed  with  him  to  atmjT' 

**  To  st^mr  twenty-fovr  hours;  and  in  the  mesa- 
while  to  receive  agahi  kiagage  of  defianoe,"  said  iki 
Cardinal :  **  he  has  dismounted  at  the  Fteur-de-Lya." 

"  See  that  he  be  Bobly  attended  and  cared  int^  at 
our  charges,"  said  the  lung:  " such  a.  serraoa is  a 
jewel  in  a  prince's  crown.~awenty*foar  hourai^  he 
added,  muttoiing  to  himself  and  lookiiwaa  if  be  was 
stretching  his  eyes  to  see  intd  fotnrityi^  tweD^4M 
hours  '{—^tis  of  the  shortest*  Yet  twenty-four  boa% 
ably  and  skilfully  emptoyed,  may  be  worth  a  vesra 
die  hand  of  indolent  or  incapable  agent«.~-WeIl.— lb 
the  forest— to  th6  foreet,  my  gallant  lords  I— Oilessiv 
my  foir  kinsman,  lav  aside  that  modesty,  ihomi^B 
becomes  you  1  mind  not  my  Joan's  cofBeaa.  Tbi 
Loire  may  as  Mon  avoid  miiigluBg  with  the  Chsr^» 
she  from  fovoonng  your  sait,  or  yta  from  piUuim 
it."  he  added,  as  the  unhappy  prince  moved  slowly« 
after  bis  betrothed  biide.  '^And  now  liar  your  bav- 
spears^  gentlemen :  for  Allegmf  my  prickAr,  haib  ha- 
boared  one  that  will  try  both  dog  and  man. — ^Dnaa^ 
lend  me  your  spear,— 4ake  mine^  it  is  too  vaeigfaiy  kt 
me;  but  when  did  yau  complam  of  sncb  a  i 
your  lance  7— To  horse— to  horse,  | 

And  all  the  okase  lode  on. 
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aloud,  "Although  the  Count  of  Cr^vecoemr  be  1^- 
•omptuoue  and  overweening,  it  must  b^  confosasd 
that  in  him  the  Dukeof  Burgitndy  hath  as  bold  a  ner- 
vnht  at  ever  bore  message  for  a  prince.  I  woui  J  I 
knew  where  to  find  as  mitkftd  an  Envoy  to  cany 
back  my  answer." 

*'  Tou  do  your  French  nobles  u^ostiee,  Sire,"  said 
Donois ;  "  not  one  of  them  but  womd  carry  a  defiance 
to  Buimtidy  on  the  point  of  his  swonl." 

'*  And,  Sire,"  said  old  Crawford,  **  you  wrong  also 
the  Soottiih  gentlemen  who  serve  you.  I,  or  any  of 
my  followem,  being  of  meet  rank,  would  not  hesitate 
a  moment  to  call  yonder  proud  Coant  to  a  reckoning; 
my  own  arm  is  yet  strong  enough  for  the  purpose,  if 
I  nave  but  your  Migesty's  permunoo." 

**  But  your  M^esty,"conrinoed  Dunois,  '^  will  em- 
ploy us  in  no  service  through  whieh  wo  may  win  ho- 
nour to  ourselves,  to  your  JKajesty.  or  to  France." 

"  Say,  rather,"  said  the  King,  '^that  I  will  not  give 
■way,  Dunois,  to  the  headlong  impetuosity,  which,  on 

rie  punctilio  of  ohiyaby.  woum  w,reck  yourselves, 
throne,  France,  and  all.  There  is  not  one  of  you 
who  knows  not  how  precious  every  hour  of  peace  is 
at  this  moment,  when  so  necessary  to  hesl  the  wounds 
of  a  distracted  country;  yet  thero  is  not  one  of  you 
who  wonid  not  rush  into  war  on  acooont  of  the  tale 
of  a  wandering  gipsy,  or  of  aome  errant  nemood, 
whose  reputation*,  perhapfl«  ifl  scarce  higher.— Here 
-eomes  the  Cardinal,  and  we  trast  with  more  pacific 
tidings.— How  now,  my  Lord— have  you  brought  the 
Count  to  reaaon  and  to  temper  1" 

**Siu,"  said  Balue,  "mv  task  hath  been  difficult. 
I  put  it  to  yonder  proud  Count,  how  he  dared  to  use 
towards  your  Msueety,  the  oresumpteons  reproach 
with  whKh  his  audience  baa  broken  im,  and  which 
must  be  understood  as  proceeding,  not  nom  his  mas- 
ter, but  from  his  own  insolence,  and  as  placmg  him 
therefore  in  your  Majesty's  discretun,  for  what  pe- 
nalty you  might  think  proper." 

"You  said  riffht "  rallied  die  King;  **and  what 
was  hia  answer?' 

"  The  Count,"  continued  the  Cardinal,  *'  had  at  that 
moment  his  foot  in  the  stirrup,  read^  to  mount ;  and, 
4NI  hearing  rny^  expostulation,  be  turned  hiahead  with- 
out altering  his  position.  '  Had  I,'  said  he,  *been  fifty 
leagues  distant,  and  had  heard  by  report  that  a  ques- 
tion viumerative  of  my  Prince  had  been  asked  by  the 
King  of  France,  I  had,  even  at  that  distance^  instantly 


I  urill  ammm.  witk  unMaaeolive  bof« 

And  iroo- wiUe«l  Ibolf.    Noae  vo  for  qna 

That  look  into  ma  witli  Mtfpicloas  apm — Ov  Urttri 

All  the  ezperienee  which  the  Cardinal  had  keoi 
able  to  ooHect  of  his  master's  dianoaitioB,  M  est, 
upon  the  present  oocssmkl  pievent  bin  fitlUflaiBiDa 
greet  error  of  polKy.    His  vanity  indaoed  in  ts 
think  that  he  had  been  more  sueoeaafiil  in  pianbig 
upon  the  Count  of  Criveoflsur  to  renkmn  at  Tooa, 
than  any  other  moderator  whom  th«  King  B#i 
have  employed,  would,  m  all  probability,  have  bea 
And  as  be  was  well  aware  of  the  importance  wtak 
Louis  attached  to  the  postponement  of  a  war  vA 
the  Duke  of  Bornndy,  he  6ouhl  not  bob  aiiMwit 
that  he  oonoeived  himself  to  have  rendered  ibe  Mm 

Seat  and  acceptable  service.    He  proaacd  nearer  n    ' 
e  King's  person  than  be  was  wont  to  do,  and  es- 
deavoured  to  engaf;e*  him  in  oonveraatioD  on  iki 
events  of  the  mommg. 

This  was  injudidoos  in  moie  respecta  than  oar; 
for  princes  love  not  to  see  their  sntQecna  appraack 
them  with  an  air  conscious  of  deserving^  and  tnocby 
seeming  desirous  to  extort  acknowledgment  and  ie> 
compense  for  their  services;  and  Louia^  the  mar 
jealous  monarch  that  ever  lived,  was  pacnharly  aveni 
and  inaooeeaible  to  any  one  who  aeenied  either  to  pee- 
sume  upon  service  rendered,  or  to  pry  info  bia  aecnes. 

Yet,  hurried  away,  as  the  most  cautiooa  aonjctiMm 
are,  by  th^  self-satisfied  humour  of  the  moment  lbs 
Cardinal  continued  to  ride  on  the  King's  risdit  fasad* 
turning  the  diaeoim,  whenever  it  was  poasSble,  npea 
CrdvecoBur  and  nis  embassy;  which,  althoogb  it 
might  be  the  nmtter  at  that  moment  most  in  dB 
Kin^s  thoughts,  was  nevertheless  precaseiv  tint 
wbioh  he  was  least  wil  ling  to  converse  on.  At  lens^ 
Louis,  who  had  listened  to  liim  with  attention,  yet 
without  having  r^urned  any  answer  which  ooaid 
tend  to  prolong  the  oonversation,  signed  10  Dvnoii, 
who  rodie  at  no  great  distance,  to  come  up  on  ifas 
other  side  of  his  horse. 

"  We  came  hither  for  sport  and  exerciset,*'  said  be; 
"but  the  reverend  Father  here  would  hatve  na  bold  a 
council  of  state." 

"  I  hope  your  Highness  will  excuse  mv  aanatanoew* 
said  Dunois :  "  I  am  bom  to  fis^t  the  battles  af 
France,  and  have  heart  and  hand  lor  diat,  hot  I  have 
no  head  for  her  councils." 

'*  My  Lord  Cardinal  bach  a  bead  turned  lor  ootbmc 


Or9^«oteur  at  the  Cairtle-gnte,  und  he  hath  comtnu- 
vkkted  to  us  hia  whole  8hnA--Said  yon  not  the 
MJM*  ^'  "he  f^ntinuediwkh  an  emi>ha9i8  on  the  word, 
and  a  glanoe  at  the  Cafdmai,  which  ahot  from  be- 
twntt  oia  long  dark  eyelaahe8»  as  a  dagprer  gleama 
when  it  (eaves  the  scabbaid. 

The  Cardinal  trembled,  aa,  endeavoanng  to  reply 
tooths  King's  jest,  he  sud,  "That  thoiigh  his  order 
irore  obhged  to  ooneeat  the  secrets  of  their  penitents 
i»  fMtoeral.  tfafHe  was  no  HeiUum  eoT\fu9ioni9i  which 
eM^not  t)e  melted  at  his  Majescr's  breath." 

*'And  as  his  Eminence,"  said  the  Kinft  *'is  ready 
to  communicate  the  seciets  of  othcnrs  tons,  he  natn- 
raily  exvwitM  that  we  should  be  etyaaUy  commimica- 
tive  10  him ;  and,  in  order  to  get  upon  this  reciprocal 
Ibotag,  he  is  ycry  reasonably  desirous  to  know  if 
tluse  two  ladies  or  Cityye  be  actually  in  our  tenito- 
riea  Ws  are  sorry  we  cannot  indulj^  his  coiioshy, 
not  eufselyes  knowing  in  what  precise  pUoe  errant 
dmnselt.  disguised  prinoesses,  distressed  oonntesses, 
may  lie^lecgoer  witntn  our  dominions,  which  are,  we 
tbuik  Qod  and  our  Lady  of  Embmn,  rather  too  ex* 
tdnsive  for  us  to  answer  easily  his  Eminence's  most 
reasonable  inquiries.  But  supposhig  they  were  with 
us^  what  say  you,  Dunois,  to  our  oousm's  peremptory 
dMnandl*' 

"  1  will  answer  yot^  my  Liege,  if  you  will  tell  me 
in  sincerity,  whether  you  want  war  or  neac^" replied 
Dunois,  with  a  ftattkness  whi<^,  while  it  arose  out 
•f  his  own  native  openneis  end  intrepidity  of  charke> 
ter,  made  him  fh»m  time  to  dme  a  oonsiderahle  fa- 
▼oaiite  with  Lottie,  who,  like  all  astndous  persons, 
w«s  as  dssinravof  looking  into  the  hearts  of  others, 
as  of  eoncealrag  his  own. 

"  By  mr  halidsm&''  shid  h^  "  I  should  be  as  well 
eaatented  as  thyssU;  Duno^  to  tell  thee  my  purpose; 
did  I  myself  but  know  it  exactly.  But  say  I  declared 
for  wari  what  sbonkl  I  do  with  this  beaiitifut  and 
wealthy  yoimg  heiress,  supposing  her  to  be  in  my 


B  Pnaoess^Who,  neither  dann^  to  remain  at  a 

distance  from  the  King^  nor  m  his  sight  ap-^ 

ipanto  flmn  each  other,'  were  liding  side  by 


*:*  Bestow  her  in  mafiMge  on  ode  of  your  own  gal- 
lant followeia.  who  has  4  heart  to  love  and  an  arm 
to  ptotset  her,^'  said  Dunots; 

'^Vvtm  thyself  bar*  saM  the  King.  "^Pasgue^ 
tUmi  thou  art  more  politk:  than  I  took  thee  for,  with 
aUthvUuntness." 

*'Nay)  Bin^  answered  Donoii,  **!  am  aught  ex- 
ospt  politic.  By  our  Lady  of  Orleans,  I  eome  to  the 
DOMt  at  ones,  as  I  ride  my  horse  at  the  mg.  Yovr 
Majesty  owes  the  houM  oi  Orleaas  at  feast  one  happy 
maniage."  ' 

*' And  I  will  pay  it,  Connt.  Patguet-dUu,  I  will 
pay  it  !-«<See  yon  not  yonder  fair  couple 7" 

The  King  pointed  to  the  nnhappy  Duke  of  Orleans 

greater 

psar  separate  flom , ^ , 

aide,  yot  with  aa  intertal  of  two  or  three  yaitls  be- 
twixt them,  a  space  which  timidity  on  the  one  side, 
.attd  averskm  on  the  other,  prorfented  them  from  di- 
minishing, while  neither  dared  to  hlcreaoe  it. 

Dunois  looked  in  the  direotionof  the  Kitig's  signal, 
aad-as  the  situation  of  his  unfortunate  relative  and  the 
destined  bride  reminded  him  of  nothing  so  much  as 
of  two  dogs,  which,  forcibly  linked  together,  remam 
nevertheless  as  widelyseparated  as  the  length  of  their 
catlars  will  permit,  he  eomd  not  heto  shaking  his  head, 
thou^  he  ventnred  not  oh  any  other  reply  to  the  hyr 
pocntioal  tyrant.  Louis  seemed  to  guess  h»  thoughts. 

**  It  will  be  a  psaqefld  and  quiet  household  they  will 
kttsp  not  much  distuibed  with  children,  I  should 
•sMJiir.*    But  these  are  not  always  a  blessmg." 

It  was,  perhaps,  the  recollectwn  of  his  own  flUal  In- 

I  oe  the  fSry  psipote  fot  wMcii  Us 
«nh  trraiMic 


gretifeide  thai  made  Ihe  tfnir  pndse  as  h«  ihtired  tha ' 
last  reflection,  end  which  confsrtsd  the  sneer  that 
trembled  on  his  lip  into  something  tesembling  an  ex- 
pression of  contrition.  But  he  instanity  proceeded  in 
another  tone.  ^ 

"Frankly,  my  Dunois,  much  as  I  revere  the  Irelr 
sacrament  of  matrimony,"  (here  he  croseed  "himaeli;) 
"I  would  rather  the  house  of  Orieans  raised  for  me 
such  gallant  soidiere  as  thy  fklher  and  tfarseh;  who 
share  the  blood-royal  of  France  without  claiming  its 
rights,  than  that  the  country  should  be  torn  to  pieces, 
like  to  England,  by  wan  arising  from  the  rivalry  oc 
legidmate  candidates  for  the  crown.  The  lion  should 
neverhate  more  than  one  cub."  v 

Dunois  sighed  and  was  siltot,  eonsdoos  mat  con 
tradiqting  his  arbitrery  Sovereign  might  well  huHhis 
kmsmanVi  interests,  bat  could  do  him  no  service ;  yet , 
he  conld  not  forbear  adding,  in  the  next  moment. 

"  Since  your  Majesty  has  Eluded  to  the  blrdi  of  mr 
father,  I  must  needs  own,  that,  setting  the  frailt)r  oi 
his  parents  on  one  ade,  he  mij^t  be  termed  hapmeKi 
and  more  fortunate|  as  the  son  of  lawless  love,  thaii ' 
of  coi^ugal  hatred. ' 

*'Thoa  an  a  scandalons  ftHow,  Dunois,  to  speak 
thua  of  holy  wedlock,"  answered  Louis,  jestingly. 
"But  to  the  deWl  with  #ie  discourse,  for  tfie  boar  is 
unharboored.— Lay  on  the  dogs,  in  the  name  of  the 
holy  Saint  Hubert  f-Ha!  ha]  trrMa-la-lira- la  !"'-.' 
And  the  King's  horn  rung  merrily  ^rough  the  woods, 
as  he  pushedforward  on  the  chase,  followed  bv  two 
or  three  of  ms  guards,  amongst  whom  was  our  friend 
Qnentm' Durward.  And  here  it  was  remaritabte,. 
that,  even  in  the  keen  prosecution  of  his  frivourite . 
sport,  the  King,  in  indblgenoe  of  his  caustic  disposi- 
Ubn,  found  leiMtte  to  amuse  himeelf  by  tormenting 
Cardinal  Baine. 

It  was  one  of  that  able  statesman's  weaknesses,  as 
we  have  elsewhere  hinted,  to  suppose  himself  though  , 
of  low  rank  and  limited  education,  qualified  to  play  ' 
the  courtier  and  the  man  of  gallantly.    He  did  not, 
bdeed,  actually  enter  khe  lists  of  chivalrous  com- 
bat, like  Becket,  or  levy  soldien  like  Wolsey.    But 
gallantry,  in  which  they  also  were  profic;ients»  was  ' 
his  profossed  pursuit;  and  be  likewise  affected  great 
fondness  for  the  martial  amusement  of  the  chase. 
Yet,  however  well  he  might  succeed  with  certain  1^- ' 
dies,  to  whom  his  power,  m«  wealth,  ai^d  his  influence 
as  a  statesman,  might  atone  for  deficiencies  in  ap- 
pearance and  manners,  the  gallant  horses,  which  ne 
purchased  at  almost  any  price,  were  totally  insennbls  . 
is  the  dignity  of  carrymg  a  Cardinal  and  paid  no 
more  respect  to  him  than  they  would  have  done  to' 
his  father,  the  carter^  miller,  or  tailor,  whom  he  ri- 
valled in  norsemanslnp.    The  King  knew  thi&  and, 
by  altematdV'  exciting  and  checking  his  own  borse, , 
he  brought  that  of  the  Cardinal  whom  he  kept  close 
bj  his  ndsk  into  such  a  state  of  mudny  agamst  his 


*  Hera  the  Ki 


0  tne  Kinr  H)  , -- 

on  tte  SMifeoh  ivMi  «nh  trranoie  •vrwMv.  ivkieli  m, 
■  peraoMl  dalbmitir  adnktod  little  chuee 

, ,  the  bmeeh  of  orieaat.  which  wu  next  In 

to  the  ervwS,  inisht  be,  br  the  went  of  hein,  weak- 


Fhsl  w  the  Vtiaoem' 
of  Its  bejftff  flvitAil, 

satfeeeiloii  to  theefL    -,   .-. ,  _, , 

m0td OT wrtinsnUaied.  he Hrtiw t» tlie Coinpie de bemJMrten, 
Loaii,  ipMkmf  of  bU  aiiisbter'a  meteh.  mr%  "  auMti  a*ea< 
roient  dm  beeuooup  d'ambamw  a  nourrir  Jet  enOuM  quo  nai- 
irotentde  leurenion:  maia  oepeodantelleaura  lieq,qiMlque  choae 
^■m  en  pttia8edife."->WKAXAiA'e  BUUry  ^Frsset,  rol.  i.  p. 


rider,  th%t  it  became  aoparent  they  must  soon  part 
company;  and  then^in  the  midst  of  its  starting,  bolt- 
ing, rearing,  and  lashing  out,  alternately,  the  royal 
tormentor  rendered  the  nder  miserable,  oy  onestion- 
ing*  him  upon  many  affaire  or  importance,  and  hln|ing 
his  purpdse  to  take  that  oppormnity  of  communica- 
ting to  nim  some  of  those  secrets  of  state,  which  the 
Cardinal  had  but  a  littlo  while  before  seemed  so 
anxious  to  leam.t 

A  more  awkward  situation  could  hardly  be  hnft- 
guied,  than  that  of  a  privy-counsellor  forced  to  Hsteii 
to  and  reply  to  his  sovereurn,  while  each  fresh  gam* 
bade  of  his  unmanageable  horse  placed  him  in  ai#iew 

t  A  Mendfy,  thoush  aAkoown  oorraapontfeDt.  haa  pointed  oat 
to  aae  that  I  tave  been  miatalieii  In  atlefinff  that  the  CardinaJ 


Ifao,  I  ewe  kit  oieinorraa  apology;  ftir  thei* 
who.  anUI  lar  loner  dart,  have  toved  that  eaeraioe 
Dyeefr    But  the  Cardinal  aaaj  have  bean  on  indif- 


waaa  bad  rider. 

anafei 

better     _   _    _       __ 

Ibrent  hoiieinan.  Uiooffa  ha  wished  to  I 

tothedancerrortheehaae.    HeWaaa 

ortoetanion.  aa  he  Aowed  at  die  iie|a 


ha  wished  to  be  looked  upon  a 

•.  .  ^^^^^  ^  aaaomption  anil 
.  or  Paris  Inl4es,  where, 
eoalrerr  lo  the  Bartaai  and  eaatv  of  war.  he  noanted  foaid 
dwrinf  the  olfht  with  as  iiaeaaal  aoand  of  alefKMMu  frnaipelk 
and  other  inrftrvmeiita.  In  hapatinf  to  the  Cardinal  a  want  m 
akin  h  horaamaoahip,  I  raeolleeted  hia  adveetera  io  Paria  whea 
auaokod  by  aanaaliia,  eo  whieh  oeoaaioo  hia  miHe,beiD(  MOrad 
by  the  orowd,  raa  away  witli  the  rider,  and  taking  itacoarao  !• 
a  monailery.  to  the  abbot  of  whieh  he  fomerlr  belonced,  »as  . 
the  meaoi  of  loyiat  ^iB  mMtar'a  IUb.-ftf  Jbam  ds  TaoTjer 
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loose  m  every  direction,  ^na  oothing  aecunog  nim 
frxuo  ui  instani,  and  MriLoualkll,  mvq  ths  depth  ot 
the  saddle^  and  i ts  height  JMbre  n^d  behind.  Duooia 
laughed  without  restraint;  while  the  l^ng,  who  had 
a  pirate  mode  of  etupying  hia  Ji«t  inwaxaly,  withinit 
laughing  aloud  mildly  rebuked^  his,  miniater  on  hia 
e^er  passion  ior  the  cbaae,  which  woidd  not  permit 
hmi  to  dedicate  a  few  momenta  to  buaineas.  I  will 
np  longer  be  your  hinderanca  to  a  ooursa,** 
hO)  addoesaing  the  terri6ed  Ca^dioal,  aad 
own  horse  the  rem  at  the  saraa  tinmi 

Before  BalueeouLd  utter  ^a^  word  by  way  of  answer 
or  apoloay,  his  horse,  seizing  the  bu  with  bia  teeth, 
wei^  fbrji  at  aa  uncontrollable  gallop,  soon  leaving 
b^md  the  King  and  Dunola,  who  ibUowed  at  a  more 
r^ifated  pace,  enjoying  the  staJteaman'a  distressed 
predicament.    If  any  of  our  leadera  has  chanced  to 


of  the  quadruped,  whiGh«  no  way  imoer  the  rider'a, 
control,  nor  sometimes  under  that  of  the  creature 
they  more  propedy  belong  to,  tiy  at  auch  a  rate  aa  if 
the  iiin^ermost  misant  to  overtake  the  aoremost-* 
tl^ose  Qlmging  le^a  of  the  bi^  which  we  so  often 
Wi9h  safely  pTant^  on  the  green  sward,  but  which 
now  only  augment  our  distreaa  by  pressing  the  aDJ- 
iftal^s  aide8,-*the  handa  which  have  forsaken  the  bri- 
dle for  the  mane— the  body  which,  instead  of  aittiog 
apright  on  the  centra  of  gravity,  aa  old  Angelo  used 
to  recommend,  oc  stooping  fiorward  like  a  jockey  a  a( 
Newmarket,  lies,  rather  than  hangs,  crouched  upon 
the  back  of  the  ammal,  with  no  better  chance  of  aa* 
vjx\g  itself  than  a  sack  of  corn— combine  to  make  a 

Kiture  more  than  sufficiently  ludicrous  to  nwctatoray 
wever  uncomfortable  to  the  eithibiter.  But  add  Id 
this  some  sir^ilarity  of  drcse  or  appearance  on  the 
part  of , the  unhappy  cavalier— a.  robe  of  offioe,  a.  splen- 
did uniform^  or  any  other  peculiarity  of  oostiune, — 
and  let  thp  acene  ofactlon  bo  a  race-course,  a  review, 
a  procession,  or  any  other  place  of  concoarae  and 
public  display,  and  u  the  poor  w(ght  would  eacape 
being  the  object  of  a  shout  of  toextiimuishable  laugh- 
ter, ne  must  contrive  to  break  a  umb  or  twoy  or, 
which  will  be  mone  efTcctual,  to  be  l^Iod  on  the  spot; 
for  on  no  slighter  con4itidn  will  his  fall  excite  any 
thing  like  serious  sympathy.  On  the  present  occasipn, 
the  short  vioIct-coIoured  gown  of  the  Cardinal^  which 
he  used  as  a  riding-dress,  (having- changed  his  long 
robea  before  he  left  the  Castle,)  his  sctrfet  stockinga 
and  scarlet,hat,  with  the  long  strings  hanging  down, 
together  with  his  utt/er  helplessness,  gave  mfinite 
zest  to  his  exhibition  of  horsemanship. 

The  horse,  having  taken  matters  entirely  into  his 
own  hand,  flew  rather  than  gaUopped  u^  &long  green 
avenue,  overtook  the  pack  in  hard  pursuit  of  the  boar, 
and  then,  having  overturned,  one  or  two  yeomen 
prickers,  who  little  expected'  to  be  charged  in  the 
rear,— having  ridden  down  several  dogs,  and  greatly 
confused  the  chase,— animated  by  the  clamorous  ex- 
postulations and  threaXaof  the  huntsman,  carried  the 
tenifled  Cardinal  past  the  formidable  animal,  itsell 
which  was  ruabing  on  at  a  speeoy  trot,  furious  and 
eipbofised  with  the  foam  which  he  churned  around 
lus  tusks.  Balue,  on  beholding  himself  so  near  the 
boar,  act  upta  dreadful  cry  fox  heJi\  which,  or  perha|>s 
.L.  _!^i-.   i-.v.  1^  3    .3      t         *•     onhia 


T^  JDpi^^tf  hi  Miai^  mite  {hnois,  'T«h 
Ilea  hia  Enuneooe  lew  eiioucp~-«e  la  m  grettMa^ 
man.  thoiwh  for  a  fisher  ^when  a  seem  is  to  hi 
csaigal)  be  may  match  Saint  Peter  himsslL  HelMi 
however,  for  onc«L  I  think,  met  with  his  aaich." 

The  Cardinal  did  not  bear  the  wonls,  b«  h 
scornful  look  with  which  ihey  waeivokM  led  km 
to  aui«>eet  their  ganer^  import.    The  devil  is  latii 

.-^.      seise -such  opporiunuieB  of  tempianon  uwmtm 

^  continued  aObrded  by  the  paaaiona  of  fiahie,  biiteriy  neiadtt 
d  aving  hia  they  had  been  by  tha  acorn  of  tha  JCiafL  TkftMs 
mentary  fright  was  over  ao  aoon  aa  be  had  aoM 
himaeir  that  hia  £sU  was  haxmlees;  hot  omU 
vanity,  and  re^ntmeni  againat  hia  aovmigii,  hit 
much  longer  iolhienoe  on  kin  feehngk 

AfLtf  allthn  chase  had paaaed  him,  a  ajngkem. 
liar,  w)^  seenaed  mther  to  be  n  specuior  thaa  i|» 
taker  ot  the  sport,  rode  np  with  one  or  two  iiio^ 
aiUa,andexMeaaodiM  smjUl  aumr^ 

\wpon  tnegroundt  without  a  nntaeoratnnin^ 
— .  la  aodt  a  plight  aa  nlainly  showed  tbe  mi 
of  the  accident  which  hadpUoei}  him  thos^  T«  <► 
mount,  and  oner  his  asaiataneeni  -thiaimdtcnML 
^to  oauae  one  of  hia  attcodanta  raaign  a  ac^^  ai 
Quiet  pakrey  for  the  Cardinai'a  uae--io  exmnii 
surpiise  at  ihn  cuatoma  of  tha  French  Coiat,iU 
thus  permitted  them  to  abandon  to  the  daiifnn 
tha  cnnae,  and  liwaake  io  hia  need,  thsir  wmKmm 
man^  were  the  natural  modna  of  mmmmnuitih 
eolation  which  ao  atranoa  a.  rencontre 
CrdvecGBort  lor  it  waa  the  Btti|gu»fiaa 


who  came  to  tho  aaaiatance  of  t|e  fttien  CaidHt 
inifiter  in  a  I 
of  those  praj 


foi 


that  moment  too  much  engaged  about  his  own  af- 


fadra.  the  vicinity  might  have  proved  M  faxaf  to  the 
Cardinal,  as  it  ia  said  to  have  done  to  f^avila,  Kjng  of 
the  Visigoths,  of  Spam,  'fhe  poweTfol  eburchman 
got  t)ff;  hqmenx,  for  the  fright,  and,  crawling  as 
hiistily  aa.he  could  out  of  the  way  of  hounds  and 
huntsmen^  saw  the  whole  chaae  sweep  by  him  with*- 
o«t  afibrding  him  assistance ;  for  bmiVra  in  those 
d»ya  were  a»  httle  moved  by  sympathy  for  such  mis- 
fnrtunes  as  they  arc  in  our  own.  "      *,     .. 


He  found  tha  nuniater  in  a  lu^y  tineaaikMS 
essaying  soma  of  those  practicen  on  toitf|^ 
which  it  ia  well  known  that  Balue  had  AacwH 
WMknaaa  lo.liateo.    Alinacbr  in  the  mom^m^ 
jealoua  temii^  of  l^ouia  had  autaaieiLiaiU 
passed  betwixt  them  than  the  Cafdiaslteiw 
reported  to  his  master.  But  although  he^&wtf 
with  gi^tifiadMnBiotbe.hkh  val«%^wW,hwi 
assured  by  Crevecceur,  the  Duke  of  BurfaaiiM 
ppoa  hid  parson  and  talontai  aa^  not  wAmttir 
nM  of  temptation,  wb^  the  Countniaieiaw 
mncence  of  his  masters  diapoaicioik  aodtkiv^k*' 
nefioea  oi  Plandeni  ii  waa  npt  nnnl  thsatote** 
wahaVa  related,  had  highly  inttoted  him,  tb^flit 
with  wounded  vanity,  he  reaolved,  in  aiatilWa|i 
show  kpuia  XL,  that  no  enemy  «a^  be  ssdi 
aa  aaofwnded  iriena  tnd  oonfidanu 

On  the  preaent  orpasjon.  l«a,  lastily  r.. 
Ci^voocBur  to  aepyate  fnsm  mm,  lest  ibar  i^n 
observed,  but  appointed  him  a  meeting  for  thrensM 
in  the  Abbey  ot  SaiptiMaiAn'n.  at  Tgiv^  ato  wjff 
service;  and  that  in  a  tone  which  aasmtbeto^ 
gundian  that  hia  master  had  obtained  aa  adniMf 
hardly  to.  have  bcisn  hoped- foe,  Mwapfria  sMhaa» 
ment  of  exasperation. 

^  Ip  the  meaawhilei  to^  wIhh  thoo^  tae  w* 
politic  Prince  of  hia  tmie,.  up^n  uiAi  as  on  «ti*[S; 
easions,  had  suSerad  hiapasamna  toniiariiaaaiiaM 
prodenMi  followed  contentedly  thecbaseaftliew 
boar  which  wiaa  now  cpme  to  aniinteraaiiaff  pnnt  v 
h^d  ao  happened  that  a^  sounder  (i.  4»  in  tbelMgi^ 
of  the  period,  aboar  pf  only  two  yeava  ejd) kat  am 
ed  the  tracit  of  the  propor  object  of  the  cbase,  m 
withdrawn  in  pursuit  of  nim, au  the  dog%  (aycg'twe 
or  three  couple  of  old  stanch  hounds^>«M  ueivnjj 
part  of  the  bun  tamen.  The  King  aaw,  «i<^ Jf^** 
glee,  DuooISk  as  %ve)l  as  others,  «3Iow  voa  dMsiiW 
scent,  and  enjoyed  in  aocret  tha  taon^ht  of  umv 
ing  over  that  accomplished  knagfat,  m  tbe  irt.oi  v^ 
neri^  which  was  theu  thought  auaost  as  j^l^i*^ 
War.  Louia  waa  well  mountedc  and  folloMed  cM 
on  the  hd^n4s ;  sq  that,  whsn  the  ariosal  boatMfr 
ed  to  bay  in  a  marshypiece  of  ground,  there  wtf* 
one  near  him  but  thoiiunr  himadiC  ,^ 

Louiaabowed  ail  the  bravery  and  eayertnswwj 
expewneed  hnhtsman ;  for,  unheecSn^  the  daw 
he  rqde  up  to  the  tremcDoous  animal  which  vtf<» 
fembng  iieclf  with  fiiry  againat  the  (togs,  «iw*J!!! 
him  with  bis  boar^speari  yef^  aniliehorw  snivrtwi 
the  boar^  the  blow  was  not  so  eflbcnial  BSoAer^ 
kill  or  disable  him.  No  eflortomld  prnfu^^!** 
horse  to  charge  a  aeoond  time ;  sothat  tte  aiof<* 


■MitnlrtkR  itrft— eied  .mi  fm^  wliwl  the 

mal|.baiMj9«8k«d  iivbia  innd  obeof  tkoaa  skom; 
sharp,  straigkt,  Mdc  pointed  npoidii  whioh  konfeft* 
«9D  ikwdtiiDr  auoh  Mioannter&  .  Wkt  boar  inatafitly 

we  JKiiiA  ttuBB  his  Mtttion,  Vidl  postiBf^  himaelf 
fimly;  mniftlfiA  the  «wocd,wit^thapiirpoMo€ minis 
nsk  omIk  bou'A  thm«t»  or  xtihwcfieoL  widiin  tha 
MiMr<>^<9Mif  in  whiob  pMe».  tha  wdfifal  a£  ttiB  Ueslk 
and  the  impetuosity  of  its  career,  would  have  serw 
fO(«oedteraiiiii«wiideatnietioiLr  Bvtv  «witiig  toi  the 
Wfitnpm  96'lk9  9»iind..t8i»  King's  foot  «liiipedj  i««l 
as  (his  deUcatBoad  mrilouRaBsncBuvM  oughlto  have 
b«i»B  accompUahed,  so  that  4he  (loint  ol  the- •vrssd 
ttMoumentM  the  famsa  of  Msties  qd  theoiasideof 
the  csisBtunrs  shoulden  itlaaced  o<f  without  makiiw 

ly  loapressioti*  and'  Louis  fell  flat  on  ^  fnovndU 

li«  WM  M  lar  toUiuteior  tiaa  Monarchf  because 

le  animal,  owmi^  to  the  King's  fall,  missed  his-blemr: 
4u  Ilia  mn,  and-  tn  pasainc  anif  tsaA-wiiih  Jbua  tusk 
ua  Kim's  abori  huIMns^4^oak4  mstaad^of  lipmK  u|y 
^  thicn.  But  when,  after  running  a  iifttla  a-heaa> 
ui  theiuryofhiaaoaiisevtheboariMineittrspeatkia 
wjttacff.  on  the  JQag  at  tke  momeat  whMi  he  was 
Eiangb  tlw  fifex>f  Itoais  waain  iiomiiMttdanBui.  Ah 
Una  cntieal  aaeti^eat,  tesntin  Diamiard«  wha  had- 
been  thrown  oat  m  the «haae  br^tbeaftownees of  im 
hoDse,  but  whey  neverthelass.  had  luduhr  diatingiBsh' 
adand  (oJlpwed  thaUaatio^tpia  King's  ham,  rode  u^ 
aM  tsanafijBsd.ihe  «n»al,^d|  hbapaar*  .  .    , 

Xh<> Kiha  who  hadvky  thia. tune- reoovcaed bis ftei» 
cama  HI  turn  to  Qarward's  aaeistaBw,  andoit  the 
aninial'a  tkroat  witit  his.  awoid;  Befeiie  spaakiaiP « 
woni  to  (i^ueniin,  ho  measured  Jtha  httg^ctMurs  not 
only  by  paces,  but  even  bv  feet— then  wiped  the  sweat 
finom  his  brew,  and  tho  bWod  iraw  hia  handa->tWn 
took  off  bis  boQtiDg-ca9i  hong  it  on  abuso,  and  de- 
voutlir  made  hia  onsona^  the  iMtia  leaden  imagea 
which  it  oonuaned— and  at  leaiitli,  kioking  upOiv 
Ditfward,  said  to  him,  '*  la  ii  tkoUi  my  young  Scat  1 
—thou  hast  begun  thy  woodcraft  well,  andMaitre 
Piam  awaa  tbde  as  good  entartainiBeBl  as  he  ga^e 
thee  at  tl^Fleur-de-Lya  yonder^— Why  doat  tho^  nov 
^Pfm^  Thou  hasi  k>s«  tayiorwardaaea  and  fiie^  me- 
tfiinka,  at  the  Goun.  where  others  find  both." 

Qneacin,  as  shrewd  a  youth  as  ever  Scottish  breeze 
l>roatBed  caulion  into,  had  imbibed  more  awe  than 
confidence  towiaoda  hia  dangaroua  master,  fad  was. 
tar  loo  wise  to  eafihrace  the  perilous  permission  of 
faiuUiaHiy  which  he  seemed  tmis  invited  to^usc.  He 
(|nawi9redin  very  few  and  well^ohoaon  words,  that  if 
he  ventured  to  address  his  Majesty,  at  ail.  it  oould  he 
but  (O:  erMre  pardo^i  sor  the  niatic  boklneas  with 
ufkk)i  he  had.eonducied  himselC  whan. ignorant  of' 
iaMuf}higk  rstdci.. 

Tush  t  man  I"  said  tha  Kins  i  "  I  forgive  thy  sau< 
^nepsXor  thvspii[itaod ahrewdnees,  I  aamired4)ow 
near  thou  didst  hit  upoa  aaygoseip  Tristan's  oocupa- 
i^aflk  You  hava  nearly  taaied  of  hie  handiwark 
nxH^  as  i  am  givsn,l]a  understand.  I  bid  thee  beware 
}£  bim }  he  is  a  merohant-who  deals  in  rough  brace- 
fitfl  and  tight  oecklaoes.  Help-  me  to  my  horse— I 
ike.  ihee,  aaq  will  do  thee  goodf  toki  on  no  man's 
avour  but  nuao-^not  even  oo^  thine  uncle's  or  Lord 
Srawford'a-rand  say  noduiigof  thy  timely  aid  in  this 
paattecot  the  ho^r »  for  if  a- man  mokeaboast  that  he 
|fus  served  a  King  in  such  a  pincht  be  must  take  the 
KWflgart,  hwaaur  £»r  its  own  reoompepse.'^ 

T&  King  then  winded  his  hum,  which  brought  up 
^unois  ana  several  attendants,  whose  oompluneikts. 
pe  received  on  the  slaughter  of  such  a  noble  anhntol,  • 
^Mboutacrmuing  to  aupropriatea  nniob  gnaater  share 
ftf;iv«erit  than  aotually  belonged  to  Ums  for  he  men- 
i»MBed  Ourward'a  asaistajioa as  slightly  aa aroorts- 
9i«n  of  rank,  who,  la  boasting  of  the  Rumjber  of  binis 
Mfih  he  has  baggp^,  does  net  always  dilate  upon 
Ae  presence  and  assistanoe  of  the  game-keeper.  Ue 
ilieo  ordered  Diineis  to^aee  tha^ tneboai^s  oarcass 
turn  sent  to  the  brotherhood  of  Saint  Mnnin,  at 
raurs,  to  mend  their  ftr^  pn  ))oly  {iays»  and  that.- 
they  might  remember  the  king  in  thar  private  dcvo- 
amis.  , 

*•  And,**  said  Low  "who  haih  seen  hia  Eminence, 
my  Lord  Cardinal  1  iiethadu  it. wef^  mtr  poor  caiov 


nmMMomnnanmy* 


Slants  «um,"  said  ilosntona  "It  wsa^oiily  a  hastr 
;  ^k^naa,  for  ).  had  been.  uMnckil y  tkiown  oaiv  and  warn 
■  ndiag  fast,  to  be  io  my  placet  ant  I  lAiink-  it  waa  dm 
>  Amfaassador  of  Bunwdy  and  hia-peapla," 
,  '»HaraaidLouiSP^elitbetra»-FratioawiUi 
ipfffrfyb  them  yet." 

'Thfi^  was.  nothing  more  ramaHiabla  happened^ 
and  the  King,  with  hiijetinuai  latiiraed  to  thaCastia* 


teay;  abd  •eaU  fOiarll  fOiHolrCtWandi^  ti  lecia'hiM 
afoot  hare  in- th9  meat." 

"May  il'  pleaaa  yoo.  flira.'^  aatd  Cluentin«  when  ha 
saw  that  aH  wcre^ailent,  '*!  aaw  hia  Loidahip  the 
Cardinal  aocommodaisiiwith  a  horas,  on  whii^  ht 
bfltheforsBt." 

"Heaven  casea  for  ils  awa,"  replied  te  Kinp^rm 
\*.  Sat.forwanl  to  the  Castle,  my  k>nb«  we^i  hum  bo 
move  this  monMii0.-*~Yda, .  Sir  Sqidre,"  addssasiaM 
^^ntini  '*  rasch  me  air  woad4yutia-4t  has  diotipfMk 
fran  the  sbealh  beskla  the  quanr  ikoF^  Bide  on, 
Dtmoie-^I  follow  inatantly."' 

bonis,,  whose  lightsst  modons  were  oflen  conduct-i 
«d  like  smita0rma»  ihos  gained  an  oppo|itinitv,to  aak 
Q/uendO  privalsiyv  "  Mr  baniqr  Scotifbou  bast  an 
^e«  I  aearrOanat  ib^n  toll,  ofi  who  helM  the  Oar>« 
inal  to  a  palfrey  1— Some  stranger,  i  eboilkl  sa^ 
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duanriN  had  hardly  reached  hii^  Uttle  cabin,  in 
order  to  tasako  aoma  nfieessary  changes  in  his  tiresa- 
when  his  worthy  rehidve  nquked  to  know  the  foil 
partSBulars  of  allthat  had  bafollen  bim  at  the  hunt.. 
,  The  youth,  who  eould  not  kelp  thinking  tiiat  his 
undc'a  hand  waa  probahlsr  more  powcifbl  than  his 
understanding,  took  care,  in  hia  reply,  to  leave  the 
King  hv  full  poaaesaion  of  the  victory  which  bo  bad • 
seemed  desirous  to  appropriate.  Le  Babifr^'s  rfpiy- 
.wds.a  boRst  of  ho«^  much  bettor  be  hrniaslf  would 
have  behaved  in  the  tike  otrcsumatanteei,  and  it  was 
miisd  with  a  geiitte  oenaDTc  of  hia  ncphew^a  slack- 
ness, in  not  making  in  to  the  Kin^  assistance, 
when  he  nvgte  be  in  immment  peril.  Ths  youth  had 
pradonce,  in  aossrer,  to  abstain- irora  all  farther  >vin« 
dicaiion  of  hia  own  condaeti  eioeepl  that,  acoonding 
U>  the  rales  of  woodcraft,  he  held  it  angenf '9  to  inter- 
fere with  the  gune  attacked  by  another '  nter,  un- 
lesf  he  was  specially  called  upon  foi*  his  a.  istance.^ 
This  discussion  waa  scarealy  endad^  When  occasion 
waa  afibnled  Quontin  to  congratulate  himself  for  ob- 
serving-soma  Toserve  towards  his  kinsman.  A  low 
tap  at  the  door  announosd  a  visiter-it  was  presently 
opened,  and  Oliver  Dain,  or  Mauvais,  or  Diable,  for 
by  all  those  names  he  was  known,,  entered  the  apart* ' 
ment^ 

This  able  but  most  unprincipled  maUi  has  been  al 
ready  described,  in  eo  far' as  his  exterior  is  concerned. 
The  Qptest  ly^eemhlance  of  his.  motions  and  manners 
mi^ht  perhaps  be  to  thoseoi  the  domestic  cat,  nhieh 
while  couching  in  seeming  slumfacr,  or  gliding  ihroagh 
the  apartment  with  slow,  staaltky,  and  tmiid  ster^ 
is  now  .engaged  in  watching  the  hole  of  some  imior* 
tunate  moiise,  now  in  rabbin]^  herself  with  apparent  • 
canfidanoe  and  fondness  against  thaoe  by  whom  she 
desires  to  be  caressed,  and  presently- after,  is  flying 
upon  her  prey,  or  scratching,  perhaps,  the  very  ob- 
ject ol-her  former  cajokmscnis. 

He  entered  with  stoopinpc  shoulders,  a  humble  and 
modest  took,  andithrew'Such  i  rkpp^  of  civility  inu> 
-his  address,  to  the  Seignior  Dolafr^,  that  no  one  who  > 
saw  tho  mterview  could  have  avoided  concluding 
that  became  to  ask  a  boon  of  the  Scottish  Archeiv>' 
He  congratulated  Lesly  on  the  excellent  conduct 
of  haa9»wKgJciuflmaii  ia«  ths;  1  liaso tthat  daf,  .uajrich. 


•  f  ivnaniN/0mKMD. 


i«6b0etvv)4  \M  tim^  tne  fing^s  paitioakr  at* 
ttmtion.  He  here  paosed  for  «  reply }  and  with  hu 
•PM  ftsed  on  the  ground,  save  just  whete  once  or 
twice  they  stole  upwards  to  take  a  sids  glance  at 
Ch^tiot  he  heaid  Balafri  observe,  "That  his  Ma- 
jesty had  been  unlucky  in  not  having  himself  by  his 
s^  instead  of  his  nephew,  as  he  would  questionless 
have  made  m.  and  speaied  th0  brute,  a  matter  ^i^hhh 
he  undsrsUMKl  ilnentin  had  left  upon  his  Maijes^n 
royal  hands,  so  ftr  as  he  eoold  leam  the  story.  But 
it  will  bea  lesson  to  his  M^estr/'  he  said  "  whUe  he 
lives,  to  mount  a  man  of  mv  inches  on  a  better  horw ; 
for  how  could  my  great  hill  of  a  Flemish  dray-horse 
kaep  up  withjiis  Marty's  Nomuoi  rannerf  I  am 
sure  I  spuneflhill  his  sides  were  furrowed.  It  is  iU 
eonsidered,  Master  Olhrsr,  and  you  must  represent  it 
to  his  Majesty." 

Master  Oliver  ovW  tcpUed  to  this  obeervatkm  by 
tunimg  towards  theMd  t>fa^  speaker,  one  of  those 
slow,  aubious  glances,  which,  accompanied  by  a. 
slight  motion  of  the  head,  and  a  gentie  depression 
of  the  head  to  one  sid<^  maf  be  eiuier  interpfetsd  as 
a  mute  assent  to  what  m  saidror  as  a  cautious  depre* 
cation  of  fimher  prosecution  of  the  subject  It  was 
a  keener,  more  lerutininng  glance,  which  he  bent  on 
the  youth,  as  he  said,  with  ah  ambiguous  smile,  "  So, 
young  man,  is  it  the  wont  of  Scothmd  to  suflwr 
your  Princes  Co  be  endangered  for  the  lack  of  aid,  in 
sneh  emsfgenctes  as  this  of  lo-day  ?" 

"  It  is  our  custom,"  answered  Quentm,  determuied 
u>  throw  no  farther  Ii|;ht  on  the  subject.  '*  not  to  en- 
cumber tbcQi  with  assistance  hi  honourable  pastimes, 
when  they  can  aid  themselves  without  it.  We  hold 
that  a  Pnnoe  in  a  hunting-field  must  take  his  chance 
with  othera.  and  that  he  comes  there  for  the  very 
puftiose.  what  wera  woodcraft  without  fatigue  and 
without  danger?" 

"  Vou  hear  the  silly  boy,**  said  faia  uncle}  "that  is 
always  the  way  with  him )  he  hath  an  answer  or  a 
reason  ready  to  be  rendered  to  every  one.  I  wonder 
whence  ho  hath  caught  the  gift ;  I  never  cowld  giva  a 
reason  for  any  thing  I  have  ever  done  in  my  lite,  aX" 
cept  for  eating  when  I  was  hungry,  calling  the  mus- 
ter-roll, and  such  points  of  duty  as  the  like." 

'*  And  prey,  worthy  Seignior,"  said  the  myal  ton* 
sor,  looking  at  him  from  under  his  eyelids,  '*  what 
might  your  reason  be  for  calling  the  muster-roll  on 
such  occasions  ?" 

'*  Because  the  Captain  oommanded  me,"  said  Le 
Balafr^.  **  By  Saint  Giles,  I  know  no  other  reason  I 
If  he  had  commanded  Tvite  or  Cunningham,  they 
m*jst  have  done  the  aame. ' 

**A  most  military  final  cause  P*  said  Oliver.-^"  But, 
Seignior  Le  Balafr^  you  will  be  glad,  doubtless,  to 
learn,  that  his  Majesty  is  so  far  from  being  displeased 
with  your  nephew's  conduct,  that  he  hath  selected 
him  to  execute  a  piece  of  duty  this  afternoon." 

"  Selected  Aim?"  said  Balafr^,  in  sreat  suipiise;— 
"  Selected  m^  I  suppose  you  mean  7" 

"I  mean  precisely  as  I  speak,"  rrolisd  the  barber, 
in  a  mild  but  decided  tone ;  "  the  King  hath  a  oom- 
luission  with  which  to  entrust  your  nephew." 

"  Why,  wherefore,  and  for  what  reason  1"  said  Ba- 
Lafr^ ;  "  why  doth  he  choose  the  boy,  and  not  nie  1 

"  I  can  fio  no  farther  back  than  your  own  ultimnte 
cause,  Seignior  Le  Balafr6 ;  such  are  his  Majesty's 
commands.  But,'*  said  he,  '*  if  I  might  use  the  pre- 
sumption to  form  a  ooiuectuie,  it  mav  be  Jiis  Majesty 
hath  work  to  do,  fitter  for  a  youth  like  your  nephe 
than  for  an  experienced  warrior  like  yourself;  Se^ 
nior  Balafr€.— wherefore,  young  gentleman,  get  your 
weapons  and  follow  me.  Bring  with  you  aharqr 
buss,  for  you  are  to  mount  sentinel.** 

"  Sentinel  I'*  said  the  uncle^^'are  you  sure  yo«i  are 
right,  Master  Oliver  I  The  inner  guards  of  the  Castle 
have  ever  been  mounted  by  those  only  who  have 
(like  rtie)  served  twelve  yeare  in  our  honourable 
body.'* 

"I  am  quite  certam  of  ^ts  Majesty's  pleasure,"  said 
Olivtf,  "  and  must  no  longer  delay  executing  it" 

"  But,"  said  LeBalafr^,^'  my  nq[)h«w  is  not  even  a 
free  Archer,  being  only  an  Esqubre,  serving  under  my 
knee." 

rPaidoii  m^*' aiMrwed  Ohvsr  **  the  KtBff  sent  for 


theregiatif  not  hatf  n  •oafrsfaieypd 

among  the  <ihiafd.^^iiaira  the  goodBea*  t» 
put  your  nephew  in  aidev  for  the  aernoa.^ 
Balair^.  who  bad  no  itt-natarak  or  eroi 
louay,  in  hia  disposiifoo,  InMilyaeC  aboot 
his  nephew's  <Ms,  and  giving  fana  ikre 
his  conduct  tinder  srms,  but  was  anaUa 
fitnn  larding  thara  with  intaqsctions  cf 
such  luok  dbancing  to  fall  upon  the: 

'*It  had  w^inr  taken  plfSa 
Guard,**  he  said,  "not  aveff  m  hia 
doubtlesa  his  service  mnsi 
ths  poppinjays  and  Inifian  i 
tian  ambassador  had  la' 

oould  be  nothing  elssi , 

for  a  beaw»ess  boy,"  (herel . 

mustaches,)  ''hewsa  glad  the  lot  b«|  ftllflB  on  kji 
fair  nenhew.**  ^  «  ,  - 

Uuidc,  and  ahatp  af  wit,  as  wall  as  arfaM  ia  ftnq^ 
UnentiB  saw  visions  of  hkher  importaafeoa  ia  ihi 
early  summons  to  the  Tqyarpnsaiio^  asid  laa  hmn 
beat  high  at  the  anticipatioB  of  fwug  into  apcodfdn 
tinetioB.  Ha  delermined  oarefoUy  to  watch  tlie  ■■- 
nera  and  language  of  his  oondoeton  wMdi  bo  ssi- 
pected  must,  m  sonofe  caaea  at  leaat,  bo  anaiiiioieJ  Vf 
contraries,  aa  soothsayers  are  said  to  dliaeoivnr  theii- 
terpreution  of  dreams.  Ho  coakl  not  bat  kngloB- 
self  on  havmg  observed  strict  seoncf  on  ike  eaan 
of  the  chase,  and  then  formed  a  renolniion,  wUd^ 
ibr  sojoungapeirson,  had  much  pmdaiiee  in  ii,  A« 
while  be  breathed  the  air  of  this  aadnded  mad  mpm- 
lioua  Court,  ha  would  keep  his  tbboghta  locked  in  In 
boaom,  and  hia  toi^pie  under  the  niont  eancM  h^ 
latkm. 

His  equipment  waa  soon  comptetOL  and,  with  Mi 
harquebuss  on  his  shoulder,  (for  thoDgb  they  ntamed 
the  name  of  Archers,  the  Seottiah  ffoaitf  wyesdy 
substituted  fire-arms  for  the  h>ng-bor«^ii  the  ase^^ 
which  their  nstion  never  excelled,)  he  folnatd  Mas- 
ter Oliver  out  of  the  bamek. 

Hia  unde  looked  long  after  lum,  with  n  iyamnmia 
in  which  wonder  waa  blended  With  conoMir;  «bA 
though  nether  envy,  nor  the  mahgnaB  t  foefings  wlkk 
it  engenders,  entered  mto  his  honest  nnedilntmi,  tei 
was  yet  a  sense  of  wounded  or  diminisiMd  adMn 
portance,  which  mingled  with  the  plaaane  cndii 
by  his  nephew's  fhvourable  commeneemoBt  of  aervin 

He  shook  his  head  gravely^  opened  a  imvye^' 
board,  took  out  a  larga  bctm$u  of  etoat  old  waa. 
shook  it  to  examine  how  lowtheaontenca  had  eblia 
filled  and  drank  a  hearty  cupi  then  took  hia  saa; 
half  reclmmg,  on  the  great  osken  sattle^  naid  haw 
t)nce  again  slowly  shaken  his  head,  reeewiad  an  wmA 
appareiit  benefit  from  the  oscillaQoii.  that^  Vkm  Ar 
toy  called  a  mandarin,  heoomittned  m  aaotioa  aanl 
he  dropped  into  a  aiomber,  tfom  WAieh  he  wm  ~ 
roused  by  the  signal  to  dinner. 

When  Quentm  Durward  left  hia  ande  to  . 
sublime  meditations,  ha  followed  his  condaetoii  1 
tor  Oliver,  who,  without  ctossmg  any  of  thepna 
courts,  led  bun  partly  through  brivata  paaaagaa  ai- 
posed  to  the  open  air,  but  chiefly  throc^  a  nsaatif 
stairs,  vaults,  and  galleriaa  oommunicatiiif^  with  coik 
other  by  secret  doors,  and  at  onexpeeted  pointa,  ana 
a  large  and  spacious  latticed  gallery,  whicli,  fton  m 
breadth,  might  have  been  almost  tenbed  n  haJL  hang 
with  tapestry  more  ancient  than  beantiM,  ana  wak 
a  very  few  or  the  hard,  cold,  ghaatly-lookii] 
belonging  to  the  first  dawn  of  the  aitak ' 

ceded  their  splendid  sunrise.  These  were  < ^^ 

represent  the  Pidadms  of  Chaiiemagn^  vrlio  i 


Hall,  or  Roland's  gallery.* 

"  You  will  keep  wiitch  here,"  said  Oliver,  in  a  law 
whisper,  as  if  the  hard  delineatmns  oTmombehs  sad 
wamon  around  oould  have  been  ofEaided  at  the  sir 

*  CharieiiMffne.  I  luppoM  on  meeoant  of  hi*  viMawiBc  rifiv 
to  Uie  Sbxom  sod  other hwlbOM,  wm  aeoowilod  ftMiBt  Ovaa 
the  dark  ftfoi ;  and  Louw  XL,  aa  oaa  oridt  aancaacL  iManr 
adliiBahtlBSwiaiHMUwi ^  ' 


CkA».X.l 


ilBBOTffN  DlfRWiAD. 


«alioiiofhisToioes.ortt8if  h^kadfearedto  awakfin 
th«  echoes  that  birked  amoag  the  grained  vaults  and 
Ctothic  drop-work  on  the  ceilinff  of  this  huge  and 
dreary  apartment. 

"  What  are  the  orders  and  signs  of  mv  watch  T 
answered  Queaiin,  in  the  same  suppressed  cot^e. 

"Is  your  harouebuss  loaded?"  replied OUTer»  with- 
oat  answering  ais  qoery. 

"That,"  answered  Cbentin,  "is  soon  done;"  and 
proceeded  to  efaarae  his  weapon,  and  to  light  the  slow- 
match  (by  which  when  necessary  it  was  discharged) 
•  at  the  embers  of  a  wood  fire,  which  was  exphring  in 
the  huge  hall  chimney— a  chimney  itself  so  larger  that 
it  might  have  been  called  a  Ootnic  closet  or  chapel 
ai)pertainiDg  to  the  halL 

When  this  was  performed^  Oliver  told  b'm  that  he 
was  ignorant  of  one  of  the  high  privileges  of  his  own 
corps,  which  only  received  orders  fiom  the  King  in 
person,  or  the  High  Constable  of  France  in  Jieu  of 
tlieir  own  officers.  **  You  are  placed  here  by  his  Mar 
jesty's  command,  yoang  man,"  added  Oliver,  "and 
you  will  not  be  long  here  without  knowing  wherefore 
you  are  summoned.  Meantime  your  walk  extends 
•Jong  thir  gaflery.  You  are  permitted  to  stand  still 
while  you  ust,  but  on  no  account  to  .sit  down,  .or 
quit  your  weapon.  You  are  not  to  sing  aloud,  or 
^vbistle,  upon  any  account :  but  you  may,  if  vou  list, 
mutter  some  of  the  church's  prayers,  or  what  else 
|x»u  list,  that  has  no  onence  m  it,  in  a  low  voice. 
FarewelL  and  keep  good  watch.  ** 

"Good  watch r^  thought  the  youthful  soldier  as 
bis  /(uide  stole  away  from  him  with  that  noiseleea 
fdidmg  step  which  was  peculiar  to  him.  and  vanished 
through  a  side  door  behind  the  arra»—  Good  watch  t 
but  upon  whom,  and  against  whom7«-'for  what,  save 
bats  or  rats,  are  there  here  to  contend  with,  unless 
these  grim  old  representatives  of  humanity  should 
start  into  life  ibr  the  disturbance  «f  my  guard  1  Well, 
it  ia  my  duty,^  I  suppose,  and  I  must  peirorm  it" 

Witb  the  vigorous  purpose  of  disdtarnng  his  duty, 
even  lo  the  very  rigour,  he  tried  to  while  away  the 
time  with  some  of  the  pious  hymns  which  he  had 
learned  in  the  convent  in  which  he  had  found  shelter 
after  the  death  of  his  father-allowing  in  his  own 
mind,  that  but  for  the  change  of  a  novice's  frock  for 
the  rich  military  dress  which  he  now  wore,  his  sol- 
dierly walk  in  tnt  royal  gallery  of  France  resembled 
greatly  those  of  which  he  had  tired  excessively  in  the 
cloistered  seclusion  of  Aberbrothick. 

Presently,  as  if  to  convince  himself  he  now  belong- 
«d  not  to  the  cell  but  to  the  world,  he  chanted  to  him- 
self; but  in  such  tone  as  not  to  exceed  the  license  given 
to  him,  sonoe  of  the  ancient  rude  ballads  which  the 
old  family  harper  had  taught  him,  of  the  defeat  of  the 
Danes  at  Aberlemno  and  Korrea  the  murder  of  King 
DuSiis  at  Forfar,  and  other  pithy  sonnets  and  lays, 
'wiiich  appertained  to  the  history  of  his  distant  native 
country,  and  particularly  of  the  district  to  whk;h  he 
belonged.  This  wore  away  a  considerable  space  of 
time,  and  it  was  now  more  than  two  houra  past  noon, 
-when  Quentin  was  reminded  by  his  apipatite  that  the 
Kood  fathers  of  Aberbrothick,  nowcver  strict  in  do> 
niandins  his  attantUnce  upon  the  hours  of  devotion. 
>vere  110  lesfl  punctual  in  summoning  hirn  to  those  of 
refection ;  wh*u«as  here,  in  the  interior  of  a  royal  pa- 
lfU!e,  after  a  morning  spent  in  exercise,  and  a,  noon 
eKhausted  in  duty,  no  man  seemed  to  consider  it  as  a 
naturol  consequence  that  he  must  be  impauent  for 
his  dinner. 

There  are,  however,  charms  in  sweet  sounds  which 
can  lull  to  rest  even  the  natural  feelings  of  impa- 
tience, by  which  Quentin  was  now  visited.  At  the 
oppoi>ite  extremities  of  the  loi^  hall,  or  gallery,  were 
two  large  doors,  ornamented  with  heavy  architraves, 
probably  opening  into  different  suites  of  apartments. 
tiY  which  the  gallery  served  as  a  medium  of  mutual 
commuuication.  As  the  sentinel  directed  his  solitary 
wralk  betwixt  these  two  entrances,  which  formed  the 
boundary  of  his  duty,  he  was  startled  by  a  strain  of 
music,  which  was  suddenly,  waked  near  one  of  those 
doors^  and  which,  at  least  in  his  imoji^inaiion.  was  a 
combination  of  the  Bnine  lute  and  voice  by  which  he 
hnd  been  enchanted  on  the  preceding  day.  All  the 
'  dreams  of  yesterday  mornin^L  so  much  weakened  by 


the  jBgitatfaig  cfavumataiMea  which'  he  had  «nea  na- 
dergone,  again  «ose  more  vivid  from  their  slumber, 
and,  planted  on  the  spot  wheru  his  ear  could  most 
conveniently  drink  in  the  sounds,  iluentin  remained, 
witli  his  harouebuss  shouldered,  his  mouth  half  open, 
ear,  eye^  and  soul  directed  to  the  spot,  rather  the  pic* 
ture  of  a  sentinel  than  a  livinij  form,^witbout  any 
other  idea  than  that  of  catch in&  if  possible^  eaca 
passing  sound  of  the  dulcet  melody. 

These  dblightfol  sounds  were  but  partially  heard— 
they  languished,  lingered,  ceased  entirely,  and  wara  • 
from  time  to  time  renewed  after  uncertain  intervals. 
But,  besides  that  music,  like  beauty,  is  often  moat  de- 
lightful, or  at  least  most  interesting  to  the  imagina- 
tion! when  its  charms  are  but  partially  displayed;  and 
the  imagination  is  left  to  fill  up  what  is  from  distance 
but  imperfectly  detailed,  Quentin  had  matter  enough  . 
to  fill  up  lus  reverie  during  the  intervals  of  fascination. 
He  could  not  doubt,  from  the  report  of  his  unclc^a 
comrades,  and  the  scene  which  bad  passed  in  the 
presence-chamber  that  morning,  that  the  siren  who 
thus  delighted  his  ears,  was  not,  as  he  had  profi&naly 
supposedT  the  daughter  or  kinswoman  of  a  base  eo- 
bartHer,  bat  the  same  disguised  and  distressed  Coun- 
tess, for  whose  cause  Kings  and  Princea  were  now 
about  to  buckle  on  armour,  and  put  lance  in  rest.  A 
hundred  wild  dreams,  such  as  romantic  and  ^dventu-r . 
roas  youth  refadily  nourished  in  a  romantic  and  ad- 
vdnturotts  age,  chased  from  his  eyes  the  bodily  ore- 
eentment  of  the  actual  scene,  and  substituted  their 


his  ear,  **Hal  Pamta-dxeu^  Sir  Squire,  metbinks- 
you  keep  sleepy  ward  here !" 

The  voice  was  the  tuneless,  yet  impressive  and  iro- 
nical tone  ot  Maitre  Pierre,  and  Quentiik  suddenly  re^ 
called  to  himself,  saw,  witn  shame  and  fear,  that  ha 
had,  in  his  reverie,  permitted  Louis  himself— entenng 
probablv  by  some  secret  door,  and  gliding  along  by 
the  wall,  or  behind  the  tapestry—to  approach  him  so 
nearly,  as  almost  to  master  his  weapon. 

The  firet  impulse  of  hisswprise  was  to  free  his  bar- 
qnebusa  by  a  violent  exertion|  which  made  the  King 
stagger  backward  into  the  hall.  His  next  apprehen- 
aion  was,  that  in  obeying  the  animal  instinct,  as  it 
may  be  termed,  which  orempts  a  brave  man  to  resist 
an  attempt  to  disarm  nim,  he  had  ag^avated,  by  a 
personal  struggle  with  the  King,  the  aitt>leasure  pro- 
duced by  the  negligence  ndth  which  he  had  perform- 
ed his  duty  upon  guard:  and,  under  this  impression, 
he  recovered  dIs  harquemiss  without  almost  knowing 
what  he  did,  and,  having  again  sluAddered  it,  stood 
motionless  before  the  Monarelvwbom  he  had  reasoa. 
to  conclude  he  had  mortallv  offended. 

Louis,  whose  tyrannical  disposition  was  less  found- 
ed on  natural  ferocity  or  cruelty  of  temper,  than  on 
cold-blooded  policy  and  jealoua  sunndon,  had,  never- 
theless, a  share  of  that  caustic  severity  which  would, 
have  made  him  a  despot  in  private  conversation^  and 
always  seemed  to  ei^oy  the  pain  which  he  inflicted 
on  oocaawns  like  the  present.  But  he  did  not  push 
his  triumph  far,  and  contented  himself  with  saying, 
—"Thy  service  of  the  morning  hath  already  over- 
paid some  negligence  in  so  young  a  soldior-Hast  thou 
dined  f' 

Quenthi.  who  rather  looked  to  be  sent  to  the  Pro* 
vost-Marehal,  than  greeted  with  such  a  compliment, 
answered  humbly  in  the  negative. 

"Poor  lad,"  said  Louis,  in  a  softer  tone  than  ha. 
usually  spoke  in,  "hunger  hath  made  him  drowsy.— 
I  know  thine  appetite  is  a  wolfl"  he  continued ;  "  and 
I  will  save  thee  from  one  wild  beast  as  thou  didst  ma 
from  another;— thou  hast  been  prudent  too  in  that 
matter,  and  I  thank  thee  for  iL— Canst  thou  yet  hold 
out  an  hour  without  food  7" 

"  Four-and-twenty,  Sire,''  replied  Durwaxd,  "  or  1 
were  no  true  Scot." 


ner,  but  of  my  own.  I  admit  to  my  table  this  day, 
and  in  strict  privacy,  the  Cardinal  Bnliie  and  this  Bur- 
gimdian— this  Count  de  Crdv«G«Bur  and  something 
54» 


QIJENTIN  DtmWARD. 
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jn^y  chatM^-^thc  devil »  most  hasy  when  fee«  meet 
on  terms  of  truce.**   • 

He  stopped  and  remained  silent,  witb  a  deep  and 
gloomy  look.  As  the  King  was  in  no  haste  to  pro- 
ceed, Q.ucntin  at  length  ventured  to  ask  what  his  duty 
was  to  be  in  these  circumstanoes. 

"  To  keep  watch  at  the  beaaffet^  with  thy  loaded 
weapon,**  said  Louis ;  '*  and  if  there  is  treason,  to 
shoot  the  traitor  dead.*' 

*'  Treason.  Sire  !  and  in  this  guarded  Castle  f**  ex- 
claimed Durvard. 

**  You  think  it  impossible^*'  said  the  Kinft  not  of- 
fended, it  would  seem,  by  his  franHpess;  ^  but  our 
history  has  shown  that  treason  can  creep  into  an 
augar-hole.-*Treason  excluded  by  guards!  O  thou 
silly  boyi— <guw  eustodtat  ipsot  cuatode^^who  sh^l 
exdude  the  treason  of  those  very  warders  7** 

**  Their  Scottish  honour,**  answered  Durwan), 
boldly. 

**  True ;  most  right— thou  pleases!  me,*'  sak)  the 
Xing,  cheerftiliy ;  **  the  Scottish  honour  was  ever  tnie, 
and  I  trust  it  accordingly.  But  treason  !*'— Here  he 
relapsed  into  his  former  gloomy  mood,  and  traversed 
the  apartment  with  unequal  steps—**  She  aits  at  our 
feasts,  she  sparkles  in  our  bowls,  she  wears  the  beard 
of  our  counsellors,'  the  smiles  of  our  oourtiere,  the 
crazy  laugh  of  our  jesters— above  all,  she  lies  hid  un- 
der the  friendly  air  of  a  reconciled  enemy.  Louis  <»f 
Orleans  trusted  John  of  Burgundy— he  was  murder- 
ed in  the  Rue  Barbette.  John  of  Burgundy  trusted 
the  faction  of  Orleans— he  was  murdered  on  the 
Bridge  of  Montereau.— I  wilt  trust  no  one— no  one. 
Hark  ye ;  I  will  keep  my  eye  on  that  insolent  Count; 
ay,  and  on  the  Churchman  too,  whom  I  hold  not  too 
faithful.  When  I  say,  EcooMt^  m  aoanly*  shoot  Crdve- 
cQSiir  dead  on  the  spot." 

'  *'  It  is  my  duty.'*  said  duentin,  "  your  Majesty's  life 
bting  endangered.*' 

' "  Certainly— I  mean  it  no  otherwise,*'  said  the  King. 
— "  What  should  I  get  by  slayin;;  this  insolent  sol- 
dier 7— Were  it  the  Constable  Samt  Paul  indeed**— 
Hero  he  paused,  as  if  he  thought  he  had  said  a  wonl 
too  much,  but  resumed,  laughmg,  ''There*s  our  bro- 
ther-in-law, James  of  Scotland— your  own  JameSi 
Quen tin— poniarded  the  Douglas  when  on  a  hospit- 
able visit,  within  his  own  royal  castle  of  Skirling." 

**0f  Stirling,*'  said  Quentin,  "and  so  please  your 
higbi^css.— It  was  a  deed  of  which  came  Pitile  good.** 

^  Stirling  call  you  the  castle  1"  said  the  King,  over- 
looking the  latter  part  of  ^uentin's  speech— ^' Well, 
let  it  be  Stirling— the  name  »  nothing  to  the  purpose. 
But  I  meditate  no  injury  to  these  men— none— It 
would  serve  me  nothing.  They  may  not  purpose 
ei|ually  fair  by  me.— I  rely  on  thy  narqnebuss.^' 

"  I  shall  be  prompt  at  the  signal,"  said  Quentin ; 
*but  yet" 

"  You  heeiute/*  shkl  the  King.  **  Speak  out— I  give 
thee  fiill  leuve.  From  such  as  thou  art,  hints  may  be 
caught  that  are  riglit  valuable." 

"I  would  only  presume  to  say^"  replied  Quentin, 
'*  that  your  Majesty  having  occasion  to  distrust  this 
Bnrgundian,  I  marvel  that  you  suffer  him  to  approach 
so  near  your  person,  and  that  in  privacy." 

"O  content  yoo.  Sir  Squire,"  said  the  King.— 
"There  are  some  dansers,  which,  when  they  are  Bra- 
ved, disappear,  and  which  yet.  when  there  is  an  ob- 
vious-ana apparent  dread  of  them  displayed,  become 
certain  and  mevitable.  When  I  walk  boldly  up  to  a  sur- 
ly mastiff  and  caress  him,  it  is  ten  to  one  I  aoothe 
mm  to  good  temper :  if  I  show  fear  of  him.  he  flies  on 
roe  and  rends  me.  I  will  be  thus  far  frank  with  thee 
-  -It  concerns  me  nearly  that  this  man  returns  not  to 
itis  headlong  master  in  a  resentful  humour.  I  ran 
rty  risk,  therefore.  I  have  never  shunned  to  expose 
«y  life  for  the  weal  of  ray  kingdom.— Follow  me.** 

Louis  led  his  young  Life-guards-man,  for  whom  he 
seemed  to  have  taken  a  special  ftivonr,  through  the 
side- door  by  which  he  had  himself  entered,  saying^ 
as  he  showed  it  him,  "  Ho'who  would  thrive  it  Court 
must  know  the  nrivate  wickets  and  concealed  stair- 
cases-^ay,  and  the  traps  and  pitfalls  of  the  palace,  as 
well  as  the  principal  entrances,  folding-doors,  and 
portals.*' 

•  F«r«ai«.8c>ttBad. 


Afler  seveml  ttims  and  paannes,  the  King  c 

a  small  vaulted  room,  where  a  table  was  prsfMred  lor 
dinner  with  three  covers.  The  whole  funriture  aiul 
arrangements  of  the  room  were  plain  almost  to  mean- 
ness.  A  beauflet,  or  folding  and  moveable  cupboard, 
held  a  few  pieces  of  cold  and  advo-  platen  ajid  was  tbs 
only  article  in  the  chamber  whkdi  had,  in  the  slight- 
est degree,  the  appearance  of  royalty.  Behind  thii 
cupbowd,  and  completwy  hklden  by  it,  was  the  post 
which  Lotiis  asagned  to  Cctaentm  Dinward  t  and  after 
having  ascertained,  by  gocng  to  difTeient  parts  of  ths 
room,  that  he  was  invisible  from  all  quarfm  be  gave ' 
him  his  last  charge— **Bememher  the  word,  Eamaty 
tn  (uarU ;  tod  so  soon  as  ever  I  vtter  these  sounds 
throw  down  the  screen— spare  not  for  eup  or  gobkt, 
and  be  sure  thou  take  good  sun  atCrftveooeur^If  thv 
piece  f^il,  clmg  to  him,  and  use  thy  knife — Oliver  aaa 
1  can  deal  with  the  Cardinal.** 

Having  thua spoken,  he  whistled  aloud,  and  san- 
moned  into  the  apartment  Oliver,  who  waajpreuiMT- 
valet  of  the  chamber  as  well  as  baiher,  and  who,  ii 
fact  jserformed  all  offices  bnmediately  connected  with 
the  King's  person,  and  who  now  appeared,  attended 
by  two  old  men,  who  wers  theonly  assiataiHl  or  wait- 
ers at  the  royal  table.  Su  soon  as  the  King  had  ta- 
ken his  place,  the  visiters  wen  adnutted ;  aiid  Qocd- 
tin,  though  himself  unseen,  was  so  ntuated  aa  U)  is- 
mark  allthe  particnlars  of  the  mterview. 

The  Kmg  welcomed  his  visiters  with  a  dcgne  cf 
cordiality,  which  Quentin  hadtheutmoatdilSaihyit 
reconcile  with  the  direcdons  which  he  had  previowr 
received,  and  the  purpose  for  which  he  stood  bdua' 
the  beauifet  with  his  deadly  weapon  in  readDea. 
Not  only  did  Louis  appear  totallv  fret  finom  apprebea- 
skm  of  any  kind,  but  one  woidd  have  auppossd  that 
those  visiters  whom  he  had  done  the  hign  hoaoorto 
admit  to  his  table,  were  the  verv  persons  in  wfeon  bt^ 
could  most  unresirvedly  oonfioe,  and  ^whomheatt 
most  willing  to  honour.  Nothing  could  be  weaSgai- 
fled,  and  at  the  same  time  more  oourteoufi,  thsstirde- 
meanour.    While  all  around  him,  including  cvoibi 
own  dress,  was  far  beneath  the  fblendour  wW^  ^ 
petty  princes  of  the  kingdom  displayed  in  their  §rtttn> 
ties,  his  own  language  and  mannora  'were  those  of  % 
mighty  Sovereign  in  his  most  condescending  mooi 
Quentin  was  tempted  to  suppose,  ather  that  t&  wboh 
of  his  previous  conversation  with  LouiiP  had  b«ea  i 
dream,  or  that  i he  dutiful  demeanour  of  the  CaidimL 
and  the  frank,  open,  and  ;;allant  bearing  of  the  Be- 
gundian  noble,  had  entirely  erased  the  Kind's  svis^scifla. 

But  whilst  the  F^iests,  in  obedience  to  the  Kin^.  wca 
in  the  act  of  placing  themselves  at  the  table,  luBM^ 
jesty  darted  one  keen  glance  on  them,  and  thts  is- 
stantly  directed  his  look  to  Qitentin's  post.  This  «e 
done  in  an  instant;  but  the  glance  convened  eoroo^ 
doubt  and  hatred  towards  his  guests,  aueh  a  pereav- 
tory  injunction  on  Quentin  to  oc  watchful  in  attew- 
enoe,  and  prompt  in  e.^ecutton,  that  no  room  waskfi 
for  doubting  that  the  sentiments  of  Louis  concmasi 
unaltered,  and  his  apprehensions  unabated.  He  waa 
therefore,  mon  than  ever  astoniehed  at  the  deepnral 
under  which  that  Monarch  was  able  to  conce^  the 
movements  of  his  jealous  disposition. 

Appearing  to  have  entirely  forgotten  the  langjoap 
which  Cr^vecoeur  had  held  towards  him  in  the  facref 
his  Court,  the  King  conversed  with  him  of  old  tinieiv 
of  events  which  bad  occurred  during  his  own  czzkia 
the  territories  of  Burgundv,  and  inquired  respecting 
all  the  nobles  with  whom  no  had  been  then  ffimilisn 
as  if  that  period  had  indeed  been  the  happiest  of  has 
Kfo,  and  as  if  be  retained  towards  all  who  had  cooflfi- 
buted  to  soften  the  term  of  his  exHe,  the  kindest  sud 
most  grateful  sentiments. 

"  To  an  ambassador  of  another  nation,**  fae  ssii 
"  I  would  have  thrown  something  of  state  into  oM 
reception;  but  to  an  old  friend,  who  oHen  sliared  119 
board  at  the  Castle  of  Oenappes,t  I  wished  to  show 
myself,  as  I  love  best  to  live,  old  Louis  of  Valoi«,  as 
simple  nnd  rlain  as  any  or  his  Parisian  6ax£rM^ 
But  I  directed  ihcm  to  make  some  better  cheer  thaa 
ordinary  for  you,  Sir  Count,  for  I  know  your  Bxb-- 

*■  During  hit  mr idenee  in  BargMix)/,  io  hit  Atther^*  lifetm^ 
(3«PBppet  wa9  the  utua)  abode  of  Loauu  This  period  oT  «B»li 
is  oftea  alhideii  10  io  the  novel. 
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cmdlan  prOTflrii,  *  Mbmr  wwU  'him  reptu  qM  hd 
JuihUf  and  thereifore  I  bid  them  have  some  care  of 
Mtr  uble.  For  our  wine,  vou  know  well  it  is  the 
sub^t  of  an  old  enralation  oeiwizt  France  and  Bur- 
inuidy,  which  we  will  presently  reconcile;  for  I  will 
drink  to  you  in  Burgundy,  and  you,  Sh*  Count,  shall 
pledge  me  in  Champttgne.*-Here,  Oliver,  let  me  have 
a  cup  of  Ftn«r  Awptrre  ;*'  and  he  hummed  gaily  a 
aong  then  well  known— 

**  Aiatm  mtkbrtton  in  IMt.** 

"  Here,  Sir  Count,  I  drink  io  the  health'of  the  noble 
Duke  of  Bui]^ndy,  our  kind  and  loiring  couan. — 
diver,  replenish  yon  golden  eup  with  Vm  tUBhrim*, 
and  zive  u  to  the  Count  on  your  knee— he  repwoonta 
our  loving  brother.— My  Lord  Cardinal,  we  wiU  our- 
•elf  fill  your  cop," 

"  Yon  have  already,  Sin,  even  to  overflowing," 
laid  the  CanUnal,  with  the  lowly  mien  of  a  frvounte 
towards  an  indulp;ent  master. 

**  Because  we  know  that  your  Eminenoe  can  cany  it 
with  a  steady  hand,"  said  Louis.  ^'  But  which  side 
do  you  espouse  in  the  great  controversy— Sillay  or 
Auxerre— France  or  Burgundy?'* 

"  1  will  stand  neatraH  Sire,"  said  the  Cardinal, 
"'  and  replenish  my  cup  with  Anvemat." 

**  A  neutral  has  a  perilous  part  to  sustain,"  said 
the  King;  but  as  he  observed  the  Cardinal  colour 
somewhat,  he  glided  from  the  subject,  and  added, 
**  But  you  prefer  the  Auvemat,  because  it  is  so  noble 
a  wine  it  endures  not  water.— Yon,  Sir  Count,  hesi- 
tate to  empty  your  cup.  I  trust  vou  have  found  no 
natbnal  bitterness  at  the  bottom." 

"  I  would.  Sir,"  said  the  Count  de  CrdvecGsur, 
"  that  all  national  quarrels  oould  be  as  pleasantly 
ended  as  the  rivalry  betwixt  our  vineyards.'* 

"  With  time,  Sir  Count"  answered  the  King,  '*  with 
time—flush  time  as  you  have  taken  to  your  draught 
of  Champagne.— And  now  that  it  is  finished,  favour 
me  by  putting  the  goblet  in  your  bosom,  and  keeping 
it  as  a  pledge  of  our  regard.  It  is  not  to  every  one 
tha^  we  would  part  with  it  It  belonged  of  yore  to 
ihat  terror  of  F'rance,  Henry  V.  of  Engiaridi  and 
was  taken  when  Rouen  was  reduced,  and  those 
islanders  expelled  fh>m  Normandy  by  the  joint  arms 
of  France  and  Burgundy.  It  cannot  be  better  bestow- 
ed than  on  a  noble  and  valiant  ELirgundian,  who 
well  knows  that  on  the  union  of  these  two  nations 
depends  the  contiouanceof  the  freedom  of  the  con- 
tinent from  the  English  ^ke." 

The  Count  made  a  suitable  answer,  and  Louis 
;^ve  unrestrained  way  to  the  satiricalgayety  of  disposi- 
tion which  sometimes  enlivened  the  darker  shades  of 
his  character.  Leading,  of  course,  the  conversation, 
his  remarks,  always  shrewd  and  caustic,  and-often  ac- 
tually witty,  were  seldom  good-natured,  and  the  an- 
ecdotes with  which  he  illustrated  them  were  often 
more  humorous  than  delkate:  but  in  no  one  word, 
syllable,  or  letter,  did  helienvy  the  state  of  mind  of  one 
who,  apprehensive  of  assassination,  hath  in  his  apart- 
ment an  armed  soldier,  with  bis  piece  loaded,  in  order 
10  prevent  or  anticipate  an  attack  oit  lis  person. 

The  Count  of  Crdvecceur  gave  frsBkly  faito  the 
King's  humour;  while  the  smooth  churchman  hiigh* 
od  at  every  jest,  and  enhanced  every  ludicrous  kfea, 
ivithout  exhibiting  any  shame  at  expresaions  which 
made  the  rustic  young  Scot  blush  even  in  his  jplace 
of  concealment.*  In  about  an  hour  and  a  half  the 
tables  were  drawn ;  and  the  King,  taking  courteous 
leave  of  his  guests,  gave  the  signal  that  it  was  his 
desire  to  be  alone. 

So  soon  as  all,  even  Oliver,  had  retired,  he  called 
Quentin  from  his  place  of  concealment ;  but  with  a 
voice  so  faint,  that  the  youth  coidd  scarce  believe  it 
tit  bo  the  same  whk:h  had  so  lately  given  animation 
to  the  jest,  and  zest  to  the  tale.  As  no  approached, 
he  saw  an  equal  .chanjce  m  his  countenance.  The 
Ifa^ht  of  aBsumed  vivacity  had  left  the  King's  eves. 
the  smile  had  deserted  his  face^  and  he  exhioitea  all 
the  fatigue  of  a  celebrated  actor,  when  he  has  flni^- 
-  cd  the  exhatMting  representation  of  some  favourite 

*  Tlie  nahivo  of  Loois  Xlth'ji  ooanie  hinnmir  mar  be  gwemed 
«t  by  those  who  have  perused  tho  "  Cent  Noayolloi  NonveHee,** 
«bieb  are  irmnr  ttma  moat  umjisr  eoUeetioiii  of  the  aft. 


character,  in  which,  while  vfptnt  the  stagq^  hs  hftd 
displayed  the  utmost  vivacity. 

"Thy  watch  is  not  yet  over,"  said  he  to  (^uentin— 
"refresh  tllrself  fon  an  instant— -yonder  table  affords 
the  means^I  will  then  instruct  thee  in  thy  farther 
duty.  Meanwhile,  it  is  HI  talking  between  a  mil  man 
and  a  fasting."  * 

He  threw  himself  back  on  his  seat,  covered  bis 
brow  with  his  fiand,  and  was  silent. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

THA  HALL  or  ROLAKPw 


Paintm  tbow  Capid  bliad-Hafli  HnMneyMt 
Or  is  his  iighl  wvp'd  br  thoee  tpeetMlM 
Which  ptrents,  suarrtians,  and  adyisers,  lead  bin, 
That  he  may  look  througli  ihem  on  lands  and  — 
On  Jewels,  fold,  and  all  sueh  rich  donatioM, 
And  seo  their  value  tm  tinMS  magnifisd  1  - 
Mettunlu'twmbioolcaquestioD.      .^^,„   ^ 

Louis  the  Xlth  of  France,  though  the  sovereign 
in  Eimme  who  was  fondest  and  most  jealous  of 
power,  desired  only  its  substantial  enjoyment;  and 
though  he  knew  well  enough,  and  at  times  «xactod 
strictly^  the  observances  due  to  his  rank,  was  in  gen- 
end  singularly  careless  of  show. 

In  a  prince  of  sounder  moral  qualities,  the  funui- 
niity  wnh  which  he  invited  subjects  to  ois  ooard— 
nay,  occasionally  sat  at  theirs— must  have  been  highly 
popular:  and  even  sueh  as  he  was,  the  Being's  home- 
Hbess  of  manners  atoned  for  many  of  his  vices  with 
that  class  of  his  subjects  who  were  not  partiouUrly 
expoaed  to  the  oonsequenoes  of  his  suapiaon  and 
jealousy.  The  iwn  dai^-  or  commons  of  France, 
who  rose  to  more  opulence  and  consequence  under 
the  reign  of  this  sagackms  Prince,  resi>9Cted  his  sisr- . 
son,  though  they  loved  him  not;  and  it  was  resting 
on  their  support  that  he  was  enabled  to  make  his 
party  good  against  the  hatred  of  the  nobles,  who 
conceived  that  be  diminished  the  honour  of  tho 
French  crown,  and  obscured  their  o\\n  splendid  pri- 
vileges, by  that  very  neglect  of  form  which  gratified 
the  citizens  and  commons. 

With  patience,  which  most  oth^r  princes  would 
have  considered  as  degrading,  and  not  without  a 
sense  of  amusement,  the  Monarch  of  France  waited 
till  his  Life-guards -man  had  satisfied  the  keenness  of 
a  youthful  appetite.  It  may  be  supposed,  however, 
that  Quentin  had  too  much  sense  and  prudence  to 
put  the  royal  patienoe  to  a  long  or  tedious  proof ;  and 
radeed  he  was  repeatedly  desirous  to  break  on  his 
repast  ere  Louis  vM>uid  permit  him.  **  I  see  it  in 
thme  eye,"  he  said,  good-naturedly,  "  that  thy  cour- 
age is  not  half  abated.  Go  on— Cpd  and  Saint 
Dennis  l^*charge  again.  I  tell  thee  that  meat  and 
mass"  (crossipg  hunselO  **  never  hindered  the  work 
of  a  good  Christian  man.  Take  a  cup  cC  wine ;  but 
mind  thou  be  cautious  of  the  wine-pot— if  is  the  vice 
of  thy  conntmnen  as  well  as  of  the  English,  who. 
lacking  that  folly,  are  the  choicest  soldiera  ever  wore 
armour.  And  now  wash  'speedily-Hbiget  not  thy 
baudieile,  and  follow  me."  ,  _ 

Cluentin  obeyed,  and,  conducted  by  a  different,  but 
OS  mazelike  an  approach  as  he  had  formerly  passed, 
he  followed  Louis  into  the  Hall  of  Roland. 

"Take  notice,"  said  the  King,  imperatively,  "t|^ou 
hast  never  left  this  post— let  that  be  thine  answer  to 
thy  kinsman  and  comrades— and.  h^rk  thee,  lo  bind 
the  recollection  on  thy  memory,  I  give  thee  this  gold 
chain,"  (flinging  on  his  arm  one  of  considerable 
value.)  *'  If  I  go  not  brave  myself  those  whom  I 
trust  have  ever  the  means  to  nmSe  it  with  the  best 
But,  when  such  chaina  as  these  bind  not  the  tonguo 
from  wagging  too  freely,  my  ^ssip,  L'Hermite,  hath 
an  agauiet  for  the  throat,  which  never  fails  to  work 
a  certain  cure.  And  now  attend.— No  man,  save 
Oliver  or  I  myself;^  entera  here  this  evening;  but 
ladies  will  come  hither,  perhape  from  the  one  ex- 
tremity of  the  hall,  perhape  irom  the  other,  per- 
haps one  from  each.  You  may  answer  if  they  ad- 
dress you.  but,  being  on  duty,  your  answer  must  be 
brief;  and  yon  must  neither  address  them  in  yonr 
turn,  nor  engaffs  m  ^ony  ^piolongvi.  disofKursa    Bat 
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lieariteB  to  «liM  tiMT  iay.  Tliine  ean^  as  well  at 
thy  hands,  are  mine- 1  have  bought  thee,  body  and 
Bom.  Ilierefore,  if  thou  hearest  aughtJDf  their  con- 
veraation,  thou  moat  retain  it  in  menyry  untii  it  is 
oommunicated  to  me,  and  then  forget  iT.  And,  now 
I  think  better  on  it,  it  will  be  best  that  thon  pan  for 
a  Scdftish  recruit,  who  hath  come  atraight  down 
from  his  mountains,  and  hath  not  jret  acouired  our 
most  Christian  language.— Rigfat.-HSo,  if  they  apeak 
to  thee,  thou  wilt  not  answer— this  will  free  you  from 
arobarraasment  and  leadthem  to  converae  without 
regard  to  your  pfeeenoe.  Tou  understand  m&— Faier 
w^l.    Be  wary,  and  thou  hast  a  friend." 

The  KTing  had  scarce  spoken  these  words  eie  he 
disappeaied  behind  the  arraa,  leaving  QMQDttn  to  me- 
ditate on  what  Jie  had  aeen  and  beard.  The  youth 
waa  in  one  of  those  mmations  from  which  it  is  plea- 
aanter  to  look  forward  than  to  look  back  i  for  the 
reflection  that  he  had  been  planted  like  a  marksman 
m  a  thicket  who  watohes  for  a  stag,  to  take  the  lifb 
of  the  noble  Conni  of  Crdvecceur,  had  in  it  nothing 
ennobling;.  It  waa  very  true,  that  the  King'a  mea- 
tonree  seemed  on  this  occasion  merely  cautionary  and 
neftnaive;  but  how  did  the  youth  know  bat  he  might 
06  aoon  commanded  on  aome  ofiensive  operation  of 
the  same  kind  1  This  wouhl  be  an  unpleasant  crisii^ 
aince  it  was  plain,  from  the  character  of  hit  master, 
fhat  there  would  he  destruction  in  refnsiaiif,  while  his 
honour  told  him  there  would  be  diagraee  m  comi^- 
mg.  He  tjariH^  his  thoughts  from  thia  subject  of  re- 
flection, with  the  sage  Gonaolatran  ao  often  adopted  by 
youth  when  prospective  dangers  intrude  themselves 
on  their  mind,  that  it  Was  time  enough  to  think  what 
Vfaa  to  be  done  when  the  emergence  actually  arrived, 
and  that  sufficient  for  the  day  waa  the  evil  thoeot. 

Quenun  made  use  of  thia  Mdative  reflection  the 
more  easily,  that  the  last  commands  of  the  King  had 
given  him  somethhigmore  agreeable  to  think  orthan 
his  own  condition.  The  Lady  of  the  Lute  waa  oer- 
tamly  one  of  thoee  to  whom  his  attention  was  to 
be  dedicated ;  and  wel^  m  his  mmd  did  he  promiae  to 
obey  one  paft  of  the  King's  mandate,  and  listen  with 
diligence  to  every  word  that  might  drop  from  her 
iips,  that  he  might  know  if  the  masne  of  her  conver- 
aation  equalled  that  of  her  music.  Bnt  vidth  oa  much 
aincerity  did  he  swear  to  himself  that  no  part  of  her 
discourse  should  be  reported  by  him  to  the  King, 
which  might  afleet  the  flur  apeaker  otherwise  than 
favourably. 

Meantime,  there  vras  no  fear  of  hia  again  alumber- 
ing  on  his  post.  Each  passing  breath  of  wind,  which, 
finding  its  way  through  the  open  lattice,  waved  the 
okl  arraa,  Bounded  like  the  aminMch  of  the  fair  object 
of  hia  expecution.  He  feh,  m  abort,  oil  that  myate- 
nons  anxiety,  and  esgerneas  of  ezpectatwn,  which  is 
olwa/a  the  companion  of  love,  and  aomotimes  hath  a 
considerable  ahare  in  creating  it. 

At  tenflth,  a  door  actually  creaked  and  jmjied^  (for 
the  dooraeven  of  palaoea  (fid  not  m the firaenth cen- 
tury turn  on  tiieir  hingea  ao  noiaeiesa  aa  oara;)  but, 
«las  I  it  waa  not  at  that  end  of  the  hall  torn  which 
the  lute  had  been  heard.  It  opened,  however,  and  a 
female  figure  entered,  followed  by  two  otheriL  whom 
Uie  directed  by  a  sign  to  remam  without,  while  ahe 
heraelf  came  mrwara  into  the  halL  By  hf  r  imperfect 
and  unequal  gait,  which  ahowed  to  peculiar  diaadvan- 
t«ge  as  she  traversed  thia  long  gidteiY,  C^uentin  at 
bnce  reoosniaed  the  Princesa  Joan.  and.  with  the  re- 
spect whidi  became  hia  aituation,  draw  mmaelf  up  in 
a  iittinj;  attitude  of  silent  vigilanoi^  and  lowered  hia 
Weapon  to  her  as  she  passed.  She  acknowledged  the 
courtesy  by  a  gracKHD  inclination  of  her  head,  and  he 
had  an  opportunity  of  aeeing  her  eountenlmee  more 
.  diatmctly  than  he  had  m  ^e  momins. 

There  was  little  m  the  featurea  of  tiSia  ill-fatedJPrin- 
cese  to  atone  for  the  miafortune  of  her  ahape  anp  j^ait. 
Her  face  waa,  indeed,  by  no  meana  diaagreeahie  m  it- 
aelf;  though  destitute  of  beauty ;  and  there  was  a  meek 
eKiMression  of  suflering  patience  m  her  large  blue  eyes^ 
which  were  oommonJy  fixed  upon  the  ground.  But 
Msidea  tiiat  ahe  waa  extremely  pallid  in  complexion, 
her  akin  had  the  yellowish  diaoolourad  tinge  which 
occompaniea  habitual  bad  health :  and  though  her 
weth  were  white  and  regulai^  her  Upa  ware  thm  and 


pale.  Hie  Piinceaa  hod  a  pMfaautn  of  flaxcA  hsk 
but  it  waa  ao  lisht-colottred,  aa  to  be  almost  of  a  Us- 
ish  tinge;  and  oer  tire- woman,  who  doubtlesa  eoa- 
aiderea  the  kixuiianee  of  her  miatreas'a  treaoes  aa  a 
beauty,  had  not  greatly  improved  matters,  by  ami- 
guig  them  m  cuna  around  her  pale  ceontenaDe^  to 
which  they  added  an  expreaaion  almoat  ooipse4fa 
and  unearihly.  To  make  matiera  still  worse,  sht 
had  chosen  a  vest  or  cvmarof  a  paie  gresn  silk,  whkh 
gave  her,  on  the  whole,  a  ghaaUy  and  even  specml 
appearance. 

WhSiB  Unhntin  followed  tint  smgolar  nfiuaiMMi 
with  eyes  in  which  curiosity  was  Uended  wiu  csia- 
pasaion,  for  every  look  and  motion  of  the  PrincM 
aeemed  to  call  for  the  latter  feeling,  two  h 
ed  from  the  upper  end  of  the  apartment. 

One  of  these  waa  ti^e  young  peraon,  wbo^  ma 
Looiv'a  summons,  had  served  hiito  with  firuit,  nfeis 
<laeatin  made  his  memorable  hreakfest  at  theFI■^ 
de-Lys.  Invested  now  with  all  the  ^lyBtetio■adi^ 
nity  Selon^ng  to  the  nyaoph  of  the  veil  84m1  late,  wai 
provetL  besides,  (at  leaat  in  Quentin'a  emiiiiatioiv)ti 
be  the  high-bom  heiresaof  a  lidi  earldom,  her  beastr 
made  ten  tunes  the  inrnressbn  upon  hin  wbieh  it  hu 
done  when  he  beheld  in  her  one  whom  he  dihemti 
the  daughter  joi  a  paltry  hm-keeper,  m  mttcadaaee 
upon  a  rKh  and  humoroua  old  ourjcher.  He  nov 
wondered  what  faadnatbn  could  ever  hav«d  coaeeakd 
from  him  her  real  character.  Vecherdiesavraaaesitr 
aa  ainqiie  aa  before,  being  a  suit  of  deep  inomaan 
vrithont  any  ornaments.  Her  head-dieos  wss  bsti 
veil  Qf  crape^  which  was  entirely  thrown  hack,  sew 
to  leave  her  face  uncovered :  and  it  was  only  tea- 
tin'a  knowledge  of  her  actual  rank,  which  cave  ia  lb 
eadmation  new  elennce  to  her  beevtiim  Am*  > 
dignity  to  her  step  which  bad  before  remitmed  no*- 
tioed.  and  to  her  regular  featurea,  brilliant  eoaffezno, 
anddazxling  eyes,  an  air  of  oonscioua  nohkses^  tftr 
enhanced  tneu'  beauty. 

Had  death  been  the  penalty,  Diirwanl  wssi  aadi 
have  rendered  to  this  beauty  nni  her  coMMSioa  the 
same  homage  which  he  had  joat  paid  toinenyihr 
of  the  Princess,  lliey  received  it  as  those  wW  sac 
accustomed  to  the  deference  of  inferiora^  and  moaei 
it  with  courtesy ;  but  he  thought— perhaps  it  wbsVsi 
a  youthfiil  vision— that  the  young  lady  c«*  ' 
slightly,  kept  Jier  eves  on  the  ground,  and  i 


embarrassed^  though  in  a  tri^off  degree^  aa  ahe  r- 
turned  his  mditary  saliitation.    Thia  most  have  \m 


owmg  to  her  recollectioi^f  the  auda 
in  the  aeij  " 

did  that „ _„^ 

queation  he  had  no  meana  to  determlns; 
The  companion  of  the  youthful  Cottnteos^  dreasid 


sr  recollectioir<oi  tHe  sudacioaa  strssfff 
ibouring  turret  at  the  Flenr-de-LysTM 
scomposure  express  displeaauvl   lis 


ifte  henelfsimply,  and  in  deep  mouminc,  w»  at  At 
age  when  women  are  opt  to  ding  most  doaeiy  totkit 
reputation  for  beauty  which  baa  for  rears  hsen  ^Sm-  i 
nishing.  ShehadaoUremoinaenottnito^iowwlai  i 
the  power  of  her  charma  nUist  onoe  nave  heea,  ud, 
remembering  past  triumphs^  it  was  evidani  frooD  ha 
manner  thai  the  had  not  relrnqmahed  thepretensiDai 
to  fixture  o^uests.  She  was  tall  and  graecfei. 
though  aonHrhat  haughty  in  her  deportmcitf,  asd 
returned  the  salute  of  Quentyi  with  a  omileof  gia- 
cioos  condescension,  whispNennft  the  next  instast, 
aomethjng  into  her  compaiuon*8  ear.  who  tamed  w* 
wards  the  soldier,  aa  if  to  comply  with  some  hint  bmt 
the  ekier  lady,  but  anawered,  nevertfadeaa,  witbosi 
raising  her  eyes.  Quentin  could  not  heh»  awspectaig 
that  the  obaervation  called  on  the  young  lady  to  ww 
tice  his  own  ffood  mien :  and  he  waa  (I  do  not  knew 
why)  pleaaedwith  the  idea,  that  the,partr  refened  w 
did  not  choose  to  look  st  him,  m  order  to  ^verify  with 
her  own  eyes  the  troth  of  the  observstion.  ProhoUr 
he  thought  there  was  ahready  a  aort  of  myaterioai 
connexiott  beginning  to  exiat  between  them,  vihicb 
gave  importance  to  the  aUghtest  trifle. 

Thia  reflection  waa  momen  tary,  for  he  waa  hBtaadv 
wrapped  up  in  attention  to  the  meeting  of  the  Piincjesa 
Joan  with  theae  atran^  ladiea.  She  had  stood  sl3 
upon  their  entrance,  m  order  to  receive  then,  oo«- 
acious,  perhapa,  that  motion  did  not  become  her  vroU ; 
and  as  ahe  waa  aonwwhat  embamased  in  noting 
and  repaying  their  oomplimentsb  the  elder 
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innorant  of  the  rank  of  the  psrty  whom  she  addretaed, 
was  lad  to  pay  her  sahiutton  m  a  manner,  rather  aa 
if  ^he  oonfernd  than  received  an  honour  through  the 
interview. 

"I  rejoiee,  madam,"  aha  said,  with  a  smile,  which 
was  meant  to  ezDiese  oondeoceneion  at  onoe  and  en* 
oouraf;ement,  ^hat  we  are  at  len^ij^  permitted  the 
society  of  euch  a  reepectable  pefson  or  our  own  sex 
aa  you  appear  to  be.  I  must  say.  that  my  niece  and 
I  have  haa  but  little  for  which  to  thank  the  hoepttality 
of  iCng  Loui»— Nay,  niecob  never  phick  my  sleeve— 
I  am  sure  I  read  in  the  looks  of  this  young  lady,  sym* 
p&tliy  lor  (mr  situatioi^— Sinoe  we  came  hithei^  £ur 
madam,  we  have  been  used  little  better  than  mere 
prisoners;  and  after  a  thousand  invitations  to  throw 
our  cause  and  our  persons  under  the  protection  of 
France,  the  Most  Christian  King  has  afforded  us  at 
first  but  a  base  inn  for  our  resktenoe,  and  now  a  cor- 
ner of  this  moth-eaten  palace,  out  of  which  we  are 
only  permitted  to  cre^  towards  sunset,  as  if  we  ^ete 
bats  or  owls,  whose  appearance  in  the  sunshine  is  to 
be  held  matter  of  ill  omen."  * 

**  I  am  sorry,"  said  the  Prmcess,  feltermg  with  the 
awkward  emSarrassraent  of  the  interview,  "that  we 
have  been  unable,  hitherto,  to  receive  you  aoconfing 
to  your  deserts.    Your  nieoe,  I  tauU  ia  better  satis- 


,  and 


r 

"  Much--much  better  than  I  can   __ ._ 
ed  the  youthfiil  Countess--**  I  sought  but 

I  have  found  solitude  and  secrecy  besides.    

elusion  of  our  former  residence,  and  the  still  greater 
solitude  of  that  now  assigned  to  ua,  augment,  in  my 
eye,  the  &vour  which  the  King  vouchsafed  to  ns  nn- 
fortunate  fugitives." 

***  Silence,  my  silly  oouain,"  saki  the  elder  lady, 
**  and  let  us  speak  according  to  our  oonsdenoe^  since 
ai  last  wfi  are  alone  with  one  of  our  own  sex— I  say 
alone,  for  that  handsome  young  soldier  is  a  mere  sta- 
tue, since  he  seems  not  to  have  the  use  of  his  limbs, 
and  I  am  given  to  understand  he  wants  that  of  his 
tongue,  at  least  in  civilized  language—I  say,  ainceno 
one  but  this  lady  can  understand  us,  I  must  own 
there  ia  nothing  I  have  regretted  equal  to  taking  this 
French  journey.  I  looked  for  a  splendid  reception, 
tournaments  carousals,  pageants,  and  festivala :  aad 
instead  of  which,  all  has  been  seclusion  and  obscu- 
rity I  and  the  best  society  whom  the  King  introduced 
to  U8,  was  a  Bohemian  vagabond,  by  whole  agency 
he  directed  ua  to  conespond  with  our  friends  in  Flan- 
^dera.— Perhaps,"  said  the  lady,  '*  it  is  his  politic  inten- 
tion to  mew  us  up  here  until  our  lives'  end,  that  he 
may  seise  on  our  estatea^after  the  extinction  of  the 
ancient  house  of  Croye. .  The  Duke  of  Burgundy  was 
not  so  cruel :  he  offered  my  nieoe  a  husband,  though 
he  ¥ra8  a  bad  one."        ,      ^ 

*'  I  should  have  thought  the  veil  preferable  to  an 
evil  husband^"  said  the  Princess,  with  difficult  find- 
ing opportumty  to  interpose  a  word. 

^*One  would  at  least  wish  to  have  the  choice,  ma- 
ciam,"  replied  the  voluble  dame.  "It  is.  Heaven 
jKnows.  on  account  of  my  niece  that  I  speak ;  for  my- 
self; I  have  long  laid  aade  thoughts  of  changing  my 
condition.  I  see  you  smile,  but,  Dy  my  halidome,  it  la 
txue— vet  that  is  no  excuse  for  the  King,  whose  con- 
duct, uke  his  person,  hath  more  resemblanoe  to  that 
of  old  Michaud,  the  money-changer  of  Ghent,  then 
to  the  successor  of  Charlemagne.^ 

"  Hold !"  said  the  Princess,  with  some  asperity  in 
tier  tone ;  "  remember  you  speak  of  my  father." 

"  Of  your  father !"  replied  the  Burgundian  hidy  in 
•ui1>riBe. 

'^Of  my  father,"  rmeated  the  Princess,  with  dig- 
xuty.  "  I  am  Joan  of  France.— But  fear  not,  madam," 
ane  continued,  in  the  gentle  accent  which  was  natu- 
ral to  her,  "  you  designed  no  offence,  and  I  have  taken 
none.  Command  my  influence  to  render  your  exile, 
and  that  of  this  interesting  young  person,  more  sup- 

Krtable.  ^laa!  it  is  but  uttle  I  have  in  my  power; 
t  it  is  wiltinKly  oflrere4." 

Deep  and  suoroisaive  was  the  reverence  with  which 
the  Countess  Hameline  de  Croye,  so  was  the  elder 
lady  called,  received  tlie  obliging  offer  of  the  Prin- 
eesa*s  protection.  She  bad  been  lung  the  inhabitant 
c^  Couns,  waa  mistress  of  the  manners  which  are 


there  acquired,  and  hdd  finnly  the  estabfished  rule  of 
courtiers  of  all  ages,  who,  although  their  usual  privets 
conversation  turns  upon  the  vioes  and  follies  of  their 
paCron&  and  on  the  nyuries  and  neglect  which  they 
themselves  have  sustained,  never  sum  such  hints  to 
drop  from  them  in  thepresenoe  of  the  Sovereign  or 
those  of  his  family.'  The  ladv  waa,  therefore,  scan* 
dalixed  to  the  last  degree  at  the  mistake  which  had 
induced  her  to  speak  so  indecorously  in  presenoe  of '• 
the  dau^ter  of  Louia.  She  would  have  exfaaustM 
herself  m  expressing  regret  and  making  apologies, 
had  she  not  been  pot  to  silenoe  and  restored  to  equa- 
niinity  by  the  Princess,  who  requested,  in  the  moat 
gentle  manner,  yet  which,  from  a  Danghterof  Franoei 
had  the  weight  of  a  command,  that  no  more  might  be 
said  in  the  way  either  of  excuse  or  of  explanation. 

The  Princess  Joan  then  took  her  own  chair  with 
a  dignity  which  became  her.  and  compelled  the  two 
strangers  to  sit,  one  on  either  hand,  to  which  tha 
younger  consented  with  unfeigned  and  respectiiil  dif ^ 
fidence,  and  the  elder  vrith  an  affectation  of  deep  ho* 
mility  and  defennoe,  which  was  intended  for  suehr 
They  spoke  together,  but  in  such  a  low  tone,  that  tha 
sentmel  cooU  not  overhear  their  diaooorBe,.and  onhf 
remarked,  that  the  Princess  seemed  to  bestow  muott  < 
of  her  reicard  on  the  young^  and  more  interesting 
lady$  and  that  tly  Countesa  Hamehnei  dM>i]gh  spesk* 
ing  a  great  deal  more,  attracted  less  of  the  Princess's 
attannon  by  her- full  flow  of  conversation  aad  oom- 
pliment,  than  did  her  kinswoman  by  her  brief  and 
modest  replies  to  what  waa  addressea  to  her. 

The  conversation  of  the  ladies  had  not  laated  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  when  the  door  at  the  tower  end' 
of  the  haH  opened,  and  a  man  entered  shrouded  in  a 
riding-<»oak.  Hindfhl  of  the  King's  iiuunctkm,  and^ 
determmed  not  to  be  a  second  time  caught  sUimbsr* 
ing.  Quentin  mstantiy  moved  towarda  the  inurudeis 
and,  interposing  between  him  and  the  ladies,  request-  a 
ed  him  to  retire  instantlv. 

*'By  whose  command  f  ssid  the  stranger,  in  a 
tone  of  contemptuous  surprise. 

"By  tlial  of  the  King,"  said  Qttentin,   firmly, 

which  I  am  phused  here  to  enforce." 

"  Not  against  Louis  of  Orleans^"  said  the  Dnkeb 
dropping  ms  cloak. 

The  young  man  hesitated  a  moment;  but  how  en^ 
force  hia  ordere  against  the  fhrst  Prince  of  the  blood, 
about  to  be  allied,  as  the  report  now  generally  went, 
with  the  King's  own  family? 

"  Your  Highness,"  he  said,  "ia  too  grsat  that  your 
pleasure  should  be  withstood  by  me.  I  tnist  your 
Highness  will  bear  me  witness  that  I  have  done  the 
dujhr  of  my  poet,  so  far  aa  your  will  permitted." 

'*^Gio  to— you  shall  have  no  blame,  youn^  soldier." 
said  Orleans;  and  passing  forward,  paid  ms  compli- 
ments to  the  Prinoesa  with  that  air  of  conatramt 
which  always  marked  his  courtesy  when  addreaaing 
her. 

"He  had  been  dining,"  he  said,  "with  Dunoia  and' 
unaeraunding  there  waa  society  m  Rol^pd's  Oallery, 
he  had  ventured  on  the  freedom  of  adding  one  to  the 
number." 

The  colour  which  mounted  into  the  pale  cheek  of 
the  unfortunate  Joaii,«and  which  for  the  moment 
spread  something  of  beauty  over  her  features,  evinced 
that  this  addition  to  the  company  was  any  thing  but 
iadifierent  to  her.  She  hastened  to  present  ths 
Prince  to  the  two  ladiea  of  Croye,  who  received  hun 
with  the  reapect  due  to  his  emment  rank ;  and  th* 
Princess,  pointing  to  a  chair,  recpiested  him  to  jom 
their  conversation  party. 

The  Duke  declined  the  freedom  of  assuming  a  seat 
in  nich  society;  bat  taking  a  cushion  from  oneof  ths 
settles,  he  laid  it  at  the  teet  of  the  beautiful  yomig 
Countess  of  Croye,  and  so  seated  himself  that,  with- 
out appearing  to  neglect  the  Princess,  he  was  enabled 
to  bestow  the  greater  share  of  his  attention  on  her- 
lovely  neighbour. 

At  first,  it  seemed  as  if  this  arranji^ent  reh«c 
pleased  than  offended  his  destined  btide.  She  en* 
couraged  the  Duke  in  his  gallantries  towards  the  fhhr 
stranger,  and  seemed  to  regard  them  as  compliment- 
ary to  herself.  But  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  though  a^ 
customed  to  subject  bis  mind  to  the  stem  yoke  of  Ida 
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uncK  ^en  ixi  the  Kjn^s  prefleiioe.  had  enough  of 
princely  nature  to  induce  bim  to  foUow  his  own  in- 
conations  whenever  that  restraint  was  withdrawn } 
and  his  hifi^h  rank  givina  him  a  right  to  overstep  the 
ordinary  ceremonies^  and  advance  at  once  to  him- 
tiaiity,  bis  praises  of  the  Countess  leabelle'e  beauty 
became  bo  energetict  and  flowefi  with  such  unre- 
strained freedom,  owing  perhaps  to  his  having  drunk 
a  Utj^e  more  wine  than  usual— for  Dunois  was  no 
enemy  to  the  worship  of  Bajcchus— that  at  length  he 
seemed  almost  impassioned,  and  the  presence  of  the 
I^oess  appeared  welKnigh  forgotten. 
'The  tone  of  oomplinient  which  he  indulged  was 

Sitefiil  only  to  one  individual  m  the  circle :  for  the 
untess  Hameline  already  anticipated  the  dignity  of 
an  alliance  with  thfe  first  Prmce  of  the  blood,  by  means 
of  her  whose  birtbi^  beauty,  and  large  possessions, 
rendered  such  an  ambitious  consummation  by  no 
means  impossible,  even  in  the  eyeaof  a  less  sanguine 
projector,  oould  the  views  of  Louis  XI.  have  oeeu 
*  left  out  of  the  calculation  of  chances.  The  younger 
Countess  listened  to  the  Duke's  gallantries  with 
aaxicty  and  embarraamnent,  and  ever  iuid  anon 
torned  an  entreating  look  towards  the  Princess,  as  if. 
rsquesting  her  to  come  to  her  relief.  But  the  wound- 
ad  feding%  and  the  timidity  of  Joan  of  France,  ren- 
dered her  mospabie  of  an  eoibrt  to  mske  the  conver- 
sation moTU  general ;  and  at  length,  excepting  a  few. 
inleijectiona]  civilities  of  the  Lady  Hameline,  it  was 
niaintained  almost  exclustveiy  by  the  Duke  himself, 
though  at  the  expense  of  the  younger  Countess  of 
Qroyei  whose  beauty  formed  the  theme  of  his  high- 
flown  eloquence. 

Nor  must  I  fniget  that  there  was  a  third  pereon, 
the  uniegarded  sentinel,  who  saw  his  fair  visions  melt 
away  like  wax  before  the  sun,  as  the  Duke  peraever- 
ed  in  the  warm  tenor  of  his  passionate  discourse.  At 
^length  the  Countess  Isabelle  de  Croye  made  a  de- 
termined effort  to  cut  short  what  was  becoming  in- 
tolerably disagreeable' to  her,  especially  from  the  pam 
to  which  the  conduct  of  the  Duke  was  apparently 
subjeefing,  the  Princess. 

Addressing  the  latter,  she  said,  modestly,  but  with 
apme  firmness,  that  the  6rst  boon  she  had  to  claim 
frtim  her  promised  protection  was,  '*  that  her  High- 
nees  would  undertake  to  convince  the  Duke  of  Or- 
'  leans,  that  the  ladies  of  Burgundy,  though  inferior  in 
wit  and  manneis  to  those  of  France,  were  not  such 
absolute  fools,  as  to  be  pleased  with  no  other  conver- 
sation than  that  of  extravagant  compliment." 

"  1  grieve,  lady,"  said  the  Duke,  preventing  the 
Princess's  ansWCT,  *'  that  jrou  will  satirize,  in  the 
same  sentence,  the  beauty  of  the  dames  of  Burgundy, 
and  the  aincenty  of  the  knights  of  Frapce.  If  we  are 
hasty  and  extravagant  in  the  expression  of  our  ad- 
miration, it  is  because  we  love  as  we  fight,  without 
letting  cold  d^iberation  come  into  our  bosoms,  and 
surrender  to  the  fair  with  the  same-*  rapidity  with 
which  we  defeat  the  valiant."  ^ 

"  The  beauty  of  our  countrywomen,''  ^aid  the 
young  Countess,  with  more  of  reprcmf  than  she  had 
yet  ventur^  to  use  towards  the  high-born  suitor,  "  is 
as  unfit  to  claim  such  triumphs,  as  the  valour  of  the 
men  of  Burgundy  is  incapabl^ofyielding  ihem." 

"  I  respect  vour  patriotism,  Cfountess, '  said  the 
Duke;  "and  tne  last  branch  of  your  theme  shall  not 
be  impugned  by  me,  till  a  Burgundian  kniglit  sliall 
offer  to  sustain  it  with  lance  in  rest.  But  for  the  in- 
justice which  vou  have  done  to  the  charms  which 
your  land  produees.  I  ai>pcal  from  yourself  lo  your- 
self.— Look  there."  ne  snid,  pointing  to  a  large  mirror, 
the  gift  af  the  Venetian  republic,  end  then  of  the 
nigheat  rarity  and  value,  "  and  tell  me,  as  you  look, 
what  is  the  heatt  that  can  resist  the  charms  there 
rspresented  7"  ; 

The  Princess,  unable  to  sustain  any  longer  the 
nogiect  of  her  lover,  here  sunk  backwards  on  her 
chair,  with  a  sigh,  which  at  once  recalled  the  Duke 
from  the  land  of  romance,  and  induced  the  Lady 
Hamelme  to  ask  whether  ner  Highness  found  her- 
self ill 

**A  sudden  pain  sh(n  through  my  forehead,"  said 
he  Princess,  attempting  to  smile ;  "  but  I  shall  be 
WBSeDtiy  heller." 


Her  increasing  pinleneas  eontradieted  her  wovd^ 
and  induced  the  Lady  Ham^bnie  to  call  for  mmm- 
ancc,  as  the  Prinoese  was  about  to  faint* 

The  Duke,  biting  bis  lio,  and* cursing  the  foUf 
which  could  not  keep  guard  over  his  tongue,  ran  to 
summon  the  Princess's  attendants,  who  wtavin  tbs 
next  chamber;  and  when  they  came  hastily,  wiA 
the  usual  remedies,  he  could  not  but,  as  a  cavalis 
and  gentleman,  pive  his  assistance  to  support  and  le 
recover  her.  His  voioe,  rendered  almost  tender  bf 
pity  and  self-reproach,  was  the  mostpowerftil  means 
of  recalling  her  to  heriMlf,  and  just  as  the  awooowas 
passing  away,  the  King  himself  entered  theaipartmeBL 


CHAPTER   XII. 

THB  POUTICIAK. 

Tbit  if  a  lecUirer  m  akUled  in  policy. 

That  (DO  dimarasement  to  Sitao'f  canninci 

He  well  miaht  read  a  Immd  to  tbe  devil, 

/.ad  teach  the  old  ieducer  qew  teroptatioiu. — OU  Fhf. 

Aj5  Louis  entered  the  Crallery,  he  bent  his  biowi  ■ 
the  manner  \  *e  have  formerly^  described  a«  pecnSv 
to  him,  and  seti\  from  under  hfs  gathered  and  f^otmf 
eyebrows,  a  keen  look  on  all  aiound;  in  dartioK 
which,  as  Quentin  afterwards  declared,  his  ef» 
seemed  to  turn  so  small,  so  fierce,  and  so  iiicranftH 
to  resemble  those  of  an  aroused  adder  looking  thimi^ 
the  bush  of  heath  in  which  he  lies  coiled. 

When,  by  this  momentary  and  aharpeoad  gtaaoei 
tbe.  King  had  reconnoitred  the  cause  of  the  boidt 
which  was  in  the  apartment,  his  first  oddieas  «u» 
the  Duke  of  Orleans. 

"  You.here^  my  fair  consinf  he  said ; — and  luni 
mg  toQuentin,  added  sternly,  "Hod  you  not  fixuftef 

^'  Forgive  the  young  man,  Sire,'^  said  the  Ddv: 
"  he  did  not  neglect  his  duly ;  but  I  was  mAimed 
that  the  Princeaa  was  in  this  gallery.** 

*'  And  I  warrant  you  would  not  \te  withstoti  vfaea 
you  came  hitherto  pay  your  court,"  said  tfaelsKi 
whose  detestable  hypocnsy- persisted  in  repnsmiBg 
tbe  Duke  as  participating  in  a  passion  which  ins 
felt  only  on  the  side  of  his  unhappy  daughter :  *  taa 
it  is  thus  you  debauch  the  sentinels  of  my  guari  yoog 
man7—But  what  cannot  be  pardoned  to  a  ^istf 
who  only  lives  par  amour9r 

The  Dujpe'^of  Orleans  raised  his  head,  as  if  aboatts 
refly,  in  some  ^manner  which  might  correct  the  opi- 
nion conveyed  in  the  King's  observation ;  bat  the  a* 
stinctive  reverence,  not  to  say  fear,  of  Louis,  in  wtiA 
he  had  been  bred  from  childhood,  chained  up  bis  voioa 

"  And  Joan  hath  been  ill  7"  said  the  Kiag  ;  "^  bat  da 
not  be  grieved,  Louis;  it  will  soon  para  away;  \ai 
her  your  arm  to  her  apartment,  wlme  I  wxU  oondaci 
these  strange  ladies  to  tbeire." 

The  order  was  |nven  in  a  lone  which  amounted  to  a 
command,  and  Orleans  accordingly  made  hie  pxit  vidi 
the  Princess  at  one  extremity  of  the  gallerr.  while  tba 
King,  ungloving  his  right  hand,  coortconsiy  handed 
the  Countess  fsabelle  ond  her  kinswoman  to  their 
apartment,  wfaieh  opened  from  the  other.  Re  bowed 
profoundly  as  they  entered,  and  remained  standing 
on  the  threshold  for  a  minute  alter  they  had  dins- 
peared;  then,  with  great  composure,  shut  tbe  door  fey 
which  they  had  retired,  and  turning  the  buse  key, 
took  it  from  the  lock  and  put  it  into  his  i^rdle,— as 
appendage  which  gave  him  still  mon^  perfectly  inear 
of  some  old  niiser,  who  cannot  journey  in  comfort 
unless  he  beor  with  him  the  key  of  his  trt^siire  ck^ft. 

With  plow  and  pensive  step,  and  eyes  fixed  on  ibe 
ground,  Louis  now  paced  towards  Quenrin  Daoward, 
who,  expecting  his  shRte  of  the  royal  disr  Jeaiwie^ 
viewed  his  approach  with  no  little  anxiet$\ 

"Thou  hast  done  wrong," aaid  the  King,  raisPMT 
his  eyes^  and  fixing  them  firmly  on  him  when  he  had 
come  within  a  yard  of  him,— ^*  thou  hast  done  foal 
wrong,  and  desorvest  to  die.--Speak  not  a  word  in 
defence !— What  hadst  thou. to  do  with  Dukes  or 
Princesses?— what  with  any  thing  but  my  orderT* 

"  So  please  your  Majesty,"  said  the  ywmg  soldkr, 
"  whnt  could  I  doT' 

"  What  couldat  thou  do  when  thv  post  was  Ibrcflrfy 
passed  7"  answered  the  King,  soonifvjtv,'-'*  What  ■ 
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th«  uae  of  that  weapon  qi  thr  ^hoalderl  Thou 
thouldst  hav4  tevolied  thy  pieca.  and  if  the  presump- 
tuous rebel  did  not  retire  on  tae  instant,  he  should 
hare  died  within  this  very  hall  t  Go—pass  into  these 
farther  apartments.  In  the  first  thou  wiit  find  a 
large  etatrcase,  which  leads  to  the  inner  Bailey; 
thore  thou  wilt  find  Oliver  Datn.  Send  him  to  me— 
do  thou  begone  to  thy  quarters.— As  thou  dost  value 
thy  Ufe,  be  not  so  loose  of  thy  tongue  as  thou  hast 
been  this  day  slack  of  thy  hand." 

Well  pleased  Uf  escape  so  easily,  yet  with  a  soul 
irhich  revolted  at  the  cold-blooded  cruelty  which  the 
King  seemed  to  require  firom  him  in  the  execution  of 
bis  duty,  Durward  took  the  road  indicated,  hastened 
down  stairs,  and  communicated  the  roval  pleasure  to 
Oliver,  who  was  waiting  in  the  court,  beneath.  The 
wily  tonsor  bowed,  si^ed,  and  smiled,  as,  witli  a 
voice  even  softer  than  ordinary,  he  wished  the  youth 
a  good  evening;  and  they  parted,  Quentin  to  his 
4  larters,  and  Ouver  to  attendfthe  King. 

In  this  place,  the  Men^oirs  which  wc  have  chiefly 
followed  m  compilins  this  true  history,  were  unhap- 
pily defective;  lor,  lounded  chiefly  oa  .information 
supplied  by  Quentin,  they  do  not  convey  the  purport 
of  the  dialogue  which,  in  his  absence,  took  place  be- 
tween the  iting  and  his  secret  counsellor.  Portu-, 
nately,  the  Libranr  of  Hauttieu  contains  a  manuscript 
«opy  of  the  Chtwdque  Scondqleuse  of  Jean  de  Troyes, 
much  ;mora  ftill  than  that  which  has  been  printed  i  to 
which  are  added  several  curious  memoranda,  which 
we  incline  to  think  must  have  been  written  down  by 
Oliver  himself  after  the  death  of  his  master,  and  be- 
fore he  had  the  happiness  to  be  rewarded  with  the 
halter  which  he  had  so  long  merited.  From  this  we 
have  been  able  to  extract  a  veiy  full  account  of  the 
obscure  favourite's  conversation  with  Louis  upon  the 

Present  occacion,  which  throws  a  light  upon  the  po- 
cy  of  that  Prince,  which  we  might  otherwise  have 
■ought  for  in  vain. 

When  the  favourite  attendant  entered  the  Gallery 
•f  Roland,  he  found  the  King  pensively  seated  upon 
the  chair  whicl^  his  daughter  had  left  some  minutes 
Before.  Well  aoquaintedwith his  temperyhe gUded  on 
with  his  noiseless  step  until  he  had  Just  crossed  the 
line  of  the  King's  sight,  so  as  to  make  nim  aware  of  his 
presence,  then  shrank  modestly  baokward  and  out  of 
stght^ndl  he  should  be  summoned  to  speak  or  to  list- 
en. The  Monarch's  first  address  was  an  unpleasant 
one:—"  So,  Oliver,  your  fine  schemes  are  melting  like 
snow  before  the  south  wind  I— I  pray  to  our  Laay  of 
Etnbnm  that  they  resemble  not  the  ioe-heape  of 
which  the  Switzer  churls  trll  such  stories,  and  come 
rushing  down  upon  our  beada." 

'*  I  nave  heard  with  concern  that  all  is  not  well, 
Sirer  answered  Oliver. 

"  Not  well!"  exclaimed  the  King,  rising  and  hastily 
marchinf[[  up  and  down  the  gallery,—*'  AU  is  ill,  man 
— and  as  dl  nearly  as  possible  ^— so  much  for  thy  fond 
romantic  advice,  that  I,  of  all  men,  should  become  a 
protector  of  distresaed  damsels  I  I  tell  thee  Burgundv 
t»  arming,  and  on  the  eve  of  closing  an  alliance  with 
England.  And  Edward,  who  hath  his  hands  idle  at 
home,  will  pour  his  thousands  upon  us  throufi^  that 
unhappy  gate  of  Calais.  .Singly,  I  might  caiole  or 
defy  them;  but  united,  united— and  with  thediscon- 
jont  and  treachery  of  that  villain  Saint  Paul !— All 
Jtiy  fault,  Oliver,  who  counselled  me  to  receive  the 
vomen,  and  to  use  the  services  of  that  damned  Bo- 
lemian  to  carry  messaffcs  to  their  vassals." 

*' My  liege,"  said  Oliver,  "you  know  my  reasons. 
Hie  Countess's  domains  lie  between  thcffontiers  of 
burgundy  and  Flanders— her  castle  is  almost  im- 
iiregnable— her  rights  over  neighbouring  estates  are 
«icn  as,  if  well  supported,  cannot  but  give  much  an- 
noyance to  Burguudjr,  were  the  lady  hut  wedded  to 
one  who  should  oe  fnendly  to  France." 

"  It  is,  it  w  a  temptittjg  bait,"  said  the  Kuig;  "  and 
could  we  have  concealed  her  being  here,  vre  might 
have  arranged  such  a  mwriagce  for  (ms  rich  heiress,  as 
would  have  highly  profited  France.— But  that  cursed 
Bohemian,  how  couldsf  thou  recommend  such  a  hea- 
taien  hound  for  a  commission  which  required  trust  ?" 
<  *'  Please  you,"  said  Ohver,  "  to  remember,  it  was 
four  Mtue^ty's  self  who  trusted  him  too  far— much 


farther  than  I  reeomoieBded.  He  would  have  borne 
a  letter  trustily  enough  to  the  Countess's  kinsman, 
teUing  him  to  hold  out  her  casile,  and  promising 
speedy  relief;  but  your  Highness  must  needs  put  bis 
prophetic  powers  to  the,  test;  and  thus  he  became 
possessed  of  secrets  which  were  worth  betraying  to 
Duke  Charles." 

"  I  am  ashamed,  I  am  ashamed,"— said  Louis. 
"And  yet,  Oliver,  they  say  that  these  heathen peopfe 
are  descended  from  the  sajs^  Chaldeans,  who  did  read 
the  mysteriesof  the  stars  m  the  plains  of  Shinar." 

Well  aware  that  his  master,  with  all  his  acuteness 
and  sagacity,  was  but  the  more  prone  to  be  deceived 
by  soothsayers,  astrologers,  diviners,  and  all  that  ' 
race  of  pretenders  to  occult  science,  and  that  he  even 
conceived  himself  to  have  some  skill  in  these  arts, 
Oliver  dared  to  press  this  point  no  farther ;  and  only 
observed,  that  the  Bohemian  had  been  a  bad  prophet 
on  his  own  account,  else  he  would  have  avoidea  re- 
turning to  Tours,  and  saved  himself  from  the  gallowe 
he  had  merited. 

"It  often  happens  that  those  who  are  gifted  with 
prophetic  knowledge,"  answered  Louis,  with  much 
gravity,, "  have  not  the  power  of  foreseeing  thoee 
event$  in  which  they  themselves  are  personally  in- 
terested." 

"  Under  your  Majesty's  favour,"  replied  the  confi- 
dant. "  that  seems  as  if  a  man  could  not  see  his  own 
hand  by  means, of  the  candle  which  he  holds,  and 
which  shows  him  every  other  object  in  the  apart^ 
rocnt." 

"  He  cannot  see  his  own  features  by  the  light 
which  shows  the  faces  of  others.'*  repned  Louia; 
"  and  that  is  the  more  faithful  illustration  of  the  - 
case.— But  this  is  foreign  to  my  purpose  at  present. 
The  Bohemian  hath  had  his  rewaiii,  and*  peace  be 
with  him.— But  these  ladies— Not  only  does  Burgun- 
dy threaten  us  with  war  for  harbouring  them,  but 
their  presence  is  like  to  interfere  with  my  projects  ki 
my  own  farailjf.  My  simple  cousin  of  Orleans  hath 
barely  seen  this  damsel,  and  I  venture  to  prophesy 
that  the  sight  oflier  is  like  to  make  him  less  pliable  in 
the  matter  of  his  alliance  with  Joan." 

"  Your  Migesty,"  answered  the  counsellor,  "  may 
send  the  ladies  of  Croye  back  to  Burgundy,  and  so 
make  your  peace  with  the  Duke.  Many  might  mur- 
mur at  this  as  dishonourable ;  but  if  necessity  de- 
mands the  sacrifice" 

"  If  profit  demanded  the  sacrifice,  Oliver,  the  sa- 
crifice should  be  made  without  hesitation,"  answered 
the  King.  "  I  am  an  old  experienced  salmon,  and 
use  not  to  gulp  the  angler's  hook  because  it  is  buskeck 
up  with  a  feather  called  honour.  But  what  is  wora^ 
than  a  lack  of  honour,  there  were,  in  returning  those 
ladies  to  Burgundy,'  a  forfeiture  of  those  views  of  ad- 
vantage which  moved  us  to  give  them  an  asylum.  It 
were  heart-breaking  to  renounce  the  opportunity  of 
plantinK[  a  friend  to  ourselves,  and  an  enemy  to  Bur- 
gundy, m  the  very  centre  of  his  dominiAis,  and  so 
near  to  the  discontented  cides  of  Flan<ders.  Oliver,  I 
cannot  relinquiah  the  advantage  which  our  scheme 
of  marrying  the  maiden  to  a  fnend  of  our  own  house 
seems  to  hold  out  to  us." 

"Your  Migesty,"  said  Oliver,  after  a  moment's 
thought^  "might  confer  her  hand  on  some  right 
trusty  fnend,  who  would  take  all  blame  on  himseU; 
and  serve  your  Majesty  secretly,  while  in  public  you 
might  disown  him. 

'^  And  where  am  I  to  find  such  a  friend  ?"  said 
Louis.  "  Were  I  to  bestow  her  upon  any  one  of  our 
mutinous  and  ill-ruled  nobles,  would  it  not  be  ren- 
dering him  independent  1  and  hath  it  not  been  my 
policy  for  years  to  prevent  them  fiprn  becoming  soT 
— Dunois  mdeed— him,  and  him  only,  I  might  per- 
chance trust.— He  would  fight,  for  the  crown  ot 
France  whatever  were  bis  condition.  But  honoun 
and  wealth  change  men's  natures— Even  Dunois  I 
will  not  trust." 

/'Your  Majesty  may  fina  others,"  said  Oliver,  in 
bis  smoothest  manner,  and  in  a  tone  more  insinua- 
ting than  that  which  he  usually  employed  in  conver  • 
sing  with  the  King,  who  permitted  him  coneideratis 
freedom ;  men  dependent  entirely  on  your  own  anae 
and  favour,  aiul  who  could  no  more  exist  wiiiiou* 
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pmr  countenance  then  without  aun  or  air—men  r»- 
ther  of  head  than  of  action— men  whif* 

*VMen  who  reaemble  thyself,  ha !"  said  King  Loois 
— *  No,  Oliver,  by  my  faith  that  arrow  was  too  rash- 
ly shoti— Wiiat!  because  I  indulge  thee  with  my 
oonfiduice,  and  let  thee,  in  reward,  poll  my  lieges  a 
little  now  and  then,  dost  thou  think  it  makes  thee  fit 
to  be  the  husband  of  that  beautiAil  vision,  and  a 
Count  of  the  highest  class  to  the  boot?— thoe— thee, 
I  say,  low-bom  and  lower-bred,  whose  wisdom  is  at 
h&n  a  sort  of  cunning,  and  whose  courage  is  more 
than  doubtful  T* 

*'Your  Majesty  imputes  to  me  a  presumption  of 
wni'ch  I  am  not  guilty,  in  supposing  me  to  aspire  so 
highly,"  said  Oliver. 

"  I  anu^lad  to  hear  it,  man,'*  replied  the  King ;  "  and . 
truly,  I  hold  your  judgment  the  healthier  that  you 
disown  such  a  reverie.  But  methinks  thy  speech 
sounded  stranuely  in  that  key.— Well,  to  return.— I 
dare  not  wed  tlits  beautv  to  one  of  my  subjects— I 
dare  not  return  her  to  Burgundy— I  dare  not  trans- 
mit her  to  England^  or  to  Germany,  where  she  is  like- 
ly to  become  the  pnze  of  some  one  more  apt  to  unite 
with  Burgundy  than  with  France,  and  who  would 
be  more  ready  to  discourage  the  honest  malecontents 
in  Ghent  and  Liege,  than  to  yield  them  that  whole- 
'  some  countenance  which  might  always  find  Charles 
the  Hardy  enough  to  exercise  bis  valour  on,  without 
sUrring  from  his  own  domains— and  they  were  in  so 
Tipe  a  humour  for  insurrectwn.  the  men  of  Liege  in 
especial,  that  they  alone,  well  heated  and  supported, 
would  find  my  fair  eousin  woik  for  more  than  a 
.  twelvemonth ;— and  backed  by  a  warlike  Count  of 
Croyft— O.  Oliver !  the  plan  is  too  hopefiil  to  be  re- 
signed without  a  struggle.  Cannot  thy  fertile  br$in 
devise  some  scheme?'^ 

Oliver  paused  for  a  long  time— then -At  last  replied. 
**What  if  a  bridal  could  be  accomplished  betwixt 
Isabelle  of  Croye,  and  young  Adolphust  the  Duko  of 
Gueldresr* 

"What  i"  said  the  King,  in  astoiushment ;  **tacri- 
fioe  her,  and  shot  too,  so  lovely  a  creature,  to  the  Ai- 
rious  wretch  who  deposed,  imprisoned,  and  has  often 
threatened  to  murder,  his  own  father!— No,  Oliver, 
no— that  were  too  unutterably  cruel  even  for  yoa  and 
me,  who  look  so  steadfastly  to  our  excellent  end,  the 
peace  and  the  welfare  of  France,  and  retroct  so  lit- 
tle (he  means  by  which  it  is  attained.  Besides,  he 
lies  distant  from  us,  and  is  detested  by  the  peonle  of 
Ghent  and  Liefi^e.— No,  no— I  will  none  of  Adoiphus 
•of  Gueldres— thuik  on  some  one  else." 
m  "  My  invention  is  exhausted,  Sire,"  said  the  coun- 
sellor; "  I  can  remember  no  one  who,  as  husband 'to 
the  Countess  of  Croye,  would  be  likely  to  answer 
your  Majesty's  views.    He  must  unite  such  various 

Siahties— a  friend  to  your  Ma'eety— an  enemy  to 
iirgundvy-of  policy  enough  to  conciliate  the  Gsun- 
tois  and  Licgeois,  and  of  valour  sufficient  to  defend 
his  little' dominions  against  the  power  of  Duke 
CharlcA— Of  noble  birth  besides— that  your  Hi^ness 
insists  upon ;  and  of  excellent  and  most  vu-tuous 
character,  to 'the  boot  of  all." 

"  Nay,  Oliver,"  said  the  King,  "  I  leaned  not  00 
much— that  is,  so  tery  much,  on  character ;  but  me- 
thinks Isabel  le' 8  bridegroom  should  be  something 
less  publicly  and  generallv  abhorred  than  Adoiphus  < 
of  Gueldres.  For  example,  since  I  myself  must  dbg- 
geat  some  one— why  not  William  de  la  Marck  7" 

**  On  my  halidome.  Sire,"  said  Oliver,  "  I  cannot 
complain  of  your  demandinir  too  high  a  standard  of 
moral  excellence  in  the  happy  man,  if  the  wild  boar 
of  Ardennes  can  serve  your  turn.  De  la  Marck  !— 
why,  he  ht  the  most  notorious  robber  and  murderer 
o»  all  the  frontiers— ("XGommunicated  by  the  Pope 
'for  a  thousand  crimes." 

**We  will  have  him  released  from  th«  sentence, 
friend  0»»ver— Holy  Church  is  merciful." 

"Almost  an  outlaw,"  continued  Oliver,  "and  un- 
der the  ban  of  the  Empire,  by  an  ordinance  of  the 
Chnmber  at  Ratisbon." 

•"  We  will  have  the  ban  taken  off,  friend  Oliver," 
continued  the  King;  in  the  same  tone;  "the  Imperial 
(Chamber  will  hear  reason." 

'*And  admitting  him  to  be  of  noble  birth,"  said 


Oliver.  "  he  haft  the  mMnfln,  the  det^  and  the  oo^ 
ward  form,  as  wdl  as  the  hearty  of  a  Flemiab  baidMr 
—She  will  never  accept  of  him." 

*'  His  mode  of  wooing,  if  I  mistake  him  not,"  end 
Louis,  "will  render  it  difficult  for  her  to  make  a 
choice." 

"  I  was  far  wrong,  indeed,  when  I  taxed  your  Me> 
iesty  whh  being  over  scrupulous,"  said  the  counsel- 
lor. "On  my  life,  the  cnmee  of  Adolphcs  are  b« 
virtues  to  those  of  De  la  Marck !— and  then  bow  v 
he  to  meet  with  bi»  bride  7— Your  Migesty  Knows  he 
dare  not  stir  fkr  from  his  own  Forest  of  Aidennea.** 

"That  must  be  cared  for,"  sakl  the  King ;  *' aad,  it 
the  first  Dlao&  the  two  ladles  most  be  acqcainied 
privately  that  they  can  be  no  longer  mamtained  at  ths 
Court,  except  at  the  expense  of  a  war  between  France 
and  Burgundy,  and  that,  unwillinc  to  deliver  them  op 
to  my  fair  cousin  of  Burgundy,  I  am  desroua  they 
should  secretly  d^art  from  my  dominions.*' 

*''They  will  demand  to  be  conveyed  to  England," 
said  Oliver ;  "  and  we  shall  have  Kei  return  to  Flas- 
ders  with  an  island  jord.  havinga  round  fair  face,  Iobk 
brown  hair,  and  three  thoueano  arcfaere  at  hisbeeJL^ 

"No— n(4"  replied  the  King;  "we  dare  not  (yaa 
undersund  me)  ao  far  offend  our  fair  cousin  of  Bn^ 
gundy  as  to  let  her  pass  to  England— It  wcrald  briig 
his  displeasure  as  certainly  as  our  maintaining  htr 
here.  No,  ncp-to  the  safety  of  the  Church  aknt 
we  will  venture  to  commit  her ;  and  the  utmost  wi 
can  do  is  to  connive  at  the  Ladies  Hameline  and  Isa- 
belle  de  Croye  departing  in  disguise  and  with  a  eraal 
retinue,  to  take  refuse  with  the  Bimop  of  Liege,  whs 
will  place  the  fair  Isabelle,  for  the  time,  tmder  the 
safeguard  of  a  convent" 

"  And  if  that  convent  protect  her  ftBta  Wiffiam  de 
la  Marck,  when  he  knows  of  your  M^icety'e  fBveB^ 
able  intentaona,  I  have  mistaken  the  mnn.'' 

"Why,  yes,"  answered  the  Krog,  **  thanks  le  ear 
secret  supplies  of  money,  De  la  Marck  hath  tcfeAer 
a  handsome  handflil  ot  as  unscrupuknte  sokhoy  as 
ever  were  outlawed ;  with  which  he  isentritei  fa 
maintain  himself  among  the  woods,  id  snch  a  oi»fi- 
tion  as  makes  him  formidable  both  to  the  Bake  «f 
Burgundy  and  the  Bishop  of  Liege.     He  lacks  no- 
thing but  some  territory  whkh  he  maj  caU  his  own ; 
and  this  bemg  so  fair  an  opportunity  to  eatabU 
himself  by  marriage,  I  think  that,  Pasgut^-^IUu!  k 
will  find  means  to  win  and  wed,  wirhottt  more  ihant 
hint  on  our  part.  TheDukeof  Burgundy  will  then  haw 
such  a  thorn  in  his  side,  as  no  lancet  of  our  rime  wil 
easily  cut  out  from  his  fleeh.    The  Boar  of  Ardtmrn, 
whom  he  has  already  outlawed,  streURthcfied  by  du 
poBsession  of  that  fair  lady's  Isnds,  castlee.  and  eaan- 
lory,  with  the  discontented  IJegeois  to  boot,  who^ 
by  my  faith,  will  not  be  in  that  case  nnwillhig  le 
choose  him  for  their  capuin  and  leader— Let  Cfaariea 
then  think  of  ware  with  France  when  he  wilL  or  ra- 
ther let  him  bless  bis  stare  if  she  war  not  Withnim.— 
How  doet  thou  like  the  scheme,  Oliver,  ha  T' 

"  Rarely,"  said  Oliver,  "  save  and  except  thedoon 
which  confera  that  lady  on  the  wild  boar  of  Arden 
nea.— By  mv  halidome^  saving  in  a  Uttle  outwaid 
ahow  of  gallantry,  Tnstan,  the  Provoet  Mer^aL 
were  the  more  proper  bridearroom  of  the  two.*' 

"Anon  thou  didst  propose  Maater  Oliver  the  barhcr,* 
aaid  Louis;  "but friend  Oliver  and  goeaip  Tiietas, 
though  excellent  men  in  the  wuy  of  coonsci  and  eae> 
cuiion,  are  not  the  stuff  that  men  make  Cotmte  eC 
Know  you  not  that  the  burghers  of  Plandecs  vmlee 
bnih  in  other  men,  precisely  because  they  hnve  it 
ncft  themselveal— A  plebeian  mob  erer  desire  mm 
aristocratic  leader.  Yonder  Ked,  or  Ced^  or—htm 
called  they  him  T— in  England,  was  fain  to  hire  hit 
rascal  route  after  him,  by  pretending  to  the  blood  ef 
the  Mortimere.  William  die  la  Marck  oomee  of  the 
blood  of  the  princes  of  Sedan,  as  noble  as  mine  owb. 
— And  now  to  business.  I  must  determine  the  lediee 
of  Croye  to  a  speedy  and  secret  flight,  under  aoe 
giudance.  Thia  will  be  easily  done— we  hwe  hat  to 
hint  the  alternative  of  suirendering  them  to  Bnrnm- 
dy.  Hioo  must  find  meartfe  to  let  Williani  de  k 
Marck  know  of  their  motk>na,  and  let  him  cbooee 
hia  own  time  and  place  to  push  his  suit  1  katn^  « 
fit  person  to  travel  with  them." 
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'*  May  I  tflk  to  \n.t  \*  >'rar  Miyosty  commits  such 
•n  important  ctiai^t'^''  uVed  the  tonaor. 

"  To  a  foreif^Qcr.  to  be  aure^"  replied  the  King) 
**  one  who  has  neither  kin  nor  interest  in  France,  to 
interfere  with  the  execution  of  my  pleasure;  and  who 
*  knows  too  little  of  the  country,  and  its  raction&  to 
suspect  more  of  m^  purpose  than  I  choose  to  tell  him 
^-in  a  word.  I  design  to  employ  the  young  Scot  who 
sent  you  hither  but  now." 

Oliver  paused  in  a  manner  which  seemed  to  imply 
a  doubt  of  the  prudence  of  the  choice,  and  then  add- 
ed, '*  Vour  Majesty  has  reposed  confidence  in  thdt 
•tranger  boy  earlier  than  is  your  wont." 

"  I  have  my  i^asona,"  answered  the  King.— "Iliou 
knowest"(and  he  crossed  himself)  "  my  devotion 
for  the  blessed  Saint  Julian.  I  had  been  saying  my 
orisons  to  that  holy  Saint  late  in  the  night  before 
last,  wherein  ( as  he  is  4^nown  to  be  the  guardian  of 
truvellers)  I  made  it  my  humble  petition  that  he 
would  augment  my  household  with  such  wandering 
foreigners,  as  might  best  establish  throughout  our 
kingdom  unlimited  devotion  to  our  will ;  and  I  vowed 
"  to  the  good  Saint  in  guerdon,  that  I,  would,  in  his 
name,  receive,  and  relieve,  and  maintain  them." 

**  And  did  Saint  Julian^"  said  Oliver,  **  send  your 
Majesty  this  long-legged  importation  from  Scotland 
m  answer  to  you  prayers')" 

Although  the  barber,  who  well  knew  that  \^m  mas- 
ter had  superstition  in  a  large  proportion  to  liis  want 
of  religion,  and  that  on  such  topics  nothing  was 
more  easy  than  to  offend  him— although,  I  say.  he 
knew  the  royal  weakness,  and  therefore  carerully 
pat  the  preceding  question  in  the  softest  and  most 
simple  tone  of  voice^  Louis  felt  the  innuendo  ~j^ich 
It  contained,  and  regarded  the  speaker  with  high 
<li8pleasur& 

*'  Sirrah,"  he  said,  "  thou  art  well  called  OKver 

the  devil,  who  dareat  thus  to  sport  at  once  with  thy 

master  and  with  the  blessed  Saints.    I  tell  thea 

wert  thou  one  grain  less  neeeesanr  to  me,  I  would 

bave  thee  hung  up  on  yonder  oak  before  the  Castle^ 

as  an  example  to  all  who  scoff  at  things  holy !— Know, 

thou  infidel  slaya  that  mine  evdi  were  no  sooner 

dosed,  than  the  blessed  Saint  Julian  was  visible  to 

.  ma,,  leading  a  yohng  man,  whom'  he  presented  to  me^ 

saying,  that  his  Ibrtune  shouM  be  to  escape  the  sword, 

the  cord,  the  river,  and  to  bring  good  fortune  to  the 

side  which  he  should  espouse,  and  to  the  adventures 

in  which  he  shoukl  be  engaged.    I  walked  out  on  the 

I       succeeding  morning,  and  I  met  with  this  youth,  whose 

!       image  I  had  seen  in  my  dream.    In  his  own  country 

!       ke  hath  escaped  the  sword,  amid  the  massacre  of  his 

I       whole  family ;  and  here,  within  the  brief  cofnpass 

3f  two  days,  he  hath  been  strangely  rescued  irom 
rowning  and  from  the  gallows,  and  hath  already, 
I  on  a  particular  occasion,  as  I  but  lately  hinted  to 
thee,  been  of  the  most  material  service  to  me.  I  re- 
ceive him  as  sent  hither  by  Saint  Julian,  to  serve  me 
in  the  most  difficult,  the  most  dangerous,  and  even 
the  most  desperate  services." 

The  King,  as  he  thus  expressed  hunself,  doffed  his 
-hat,  and  sdecting  from  the  numerous  little  leaden 
figures  with  which  ths  hat* band  was  garnished  that 
Which  represented  Saint  Julian,  he  placed  it  on  the 
table,  as  was  often  his  wont  when  some  pecuCar 
leeling  of  hope,  or  perhaps  of  remorse,  happened  to 
thrill  across  nis  mmd,  and,  kneeling  down  before  it, 
nutterad,  with  an  appearance  of  profound  devotion, 
'*  SaneU  JtUiane^  aans  preoUnu  noatrU  I  Ora^  oro, 
ftro  nobUf* 

This  was  one  of  those  ague-fits  of  superstitious  de- 
votion which  often  seized  on  Louis  in  such  extraor* 
difiary  times  and  places,  that  they  gave  one  of  the 
most  sagacious  Monarchs  who  ever  reigned,  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  roadman,  or  at  least  of  one  whose  mind 
was  shaken  by  some  deep  consciousness  of  guilt. 

While  he  was  thus  employed,  his  favourite  looked' 
St  him  with  an  expression  of  sarcastic  contempt, 
which  he  scarce  attempted  to  disguise.  Indeed  it 
was  one  of  this  man's  peculiarities,  that,  in  his  whole 
intercourse  with  his  master,  he  laid  aside  that  fond- 
)httf,  purring  affectation  of  oflnciousness  and  humility, 
«viiich  distinguished  his  conduct  to  othere ;  and  if  he 
suU  bora  some  lasemblance  to  a  cat,  it  was  when  the 
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anhnal  is  on  its  guard,-'watchfu],  animated,  and 
alert  for  sudden  exertion.  The  cause  of  this  change 
was  probably  Oliver's  consciousness,  that  his  master 
was  himself  too  profound  a  hypocrite  not  to  see 
through  the  hvpocnsy  of  othera.  t 

*^  Tne  features  of  this  vouth,  then,  if  I  may  presiims 
to  speak,"  said  Oliver,  resemble  those  of  mm  whom 
your  dream  exhibited  T* 

**  Closely  and  intimately,"  said  the  King,  whose  * 
iraannation,  Uke  that  of  superstitious  people  in  ge- 
neral,  readily  imposed  upon  itself—"!  have  had  nis 
horoscope  cast  oesides,  by  Oaleotti  Martivalle,  and 
J  have  plainly  learned,  tnrough  his  art  and  mine  own 
observation,  that,  in  many  respects,  this  unfriended 
youth  has  his  destiny  under  the  same  constellation 
with  mine." 

Whatever  Oliver  might  think  of  the  causes  thus 
boldly  assigned  for  the  preference  of  an  inexperien- 
ced stripling,  he  dared  make  no  farther  objections, 
well  knowing  that  Louis^  who,  while  residing  in  exile, 
had  bestowed  much  of  his  attention  on  the  supposed 
science  of  judicial  astrology,  would  listen  to  no  rail- 
lery of  any  kind  which  impeached  his  skill,  tie 
therefore  only  replied,  that  he  trusted  the  youth 
would  prove  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  a  task  so 
delicate. 

'*  We  will  take  care  he  hath  no  opportunity  to  be 
otherwise,"  said  Louis;  "for  he  shall  be  privy  to 
nothing,  save  that  he  is  sent  to  escort  the  ladies  of 
Croye  to  the  residence  of  the  Bishop  of  Liege.  Of 
the  probable  interference  of  William  de  la  Marck,  he 
shall  know  as  little  as  they  themselves.  None  shall 
know  that  secret  but  the  guide ;  and  Tristan  or  thou 
must  find  one  fit  for  our  purpose." 

"But  in  that  case."  said  Oliver,  "judging  of  him 
fh>m  his  country  and  his  appearance,  the  young  man 
is  like  to  stand  to  his  arms  so  soon  as  the  Wild  Boar 
comes  on  tnem,  and  may  not  come  off  so  easily  from 
the  tusks  as  he  did  this  morning." 

"If  they  rend  his  heart-strings,"  said  Louis,  com- 
posedly, '*  Saint  Juiian,  blessed  be  his  name !  cai\ 
send  me  another  in  his  stead.  It  skills  as  little  that 
the  messenger  is  slain  after  his  duty  is  executed^  as 
that  the  flask  is  broken  when  the  wine  is  drunk  out. 
—Meanwhile,  we  must  expedite  the  ladies'  departure, 
and  then  persuade  the  Count  de  Cr^vecceur  that  it 
has  taken  place  without  our  connivance ;  we  having 
been  desirous  to  restore  them  to  the  custody  oi  our 
fair  cousin,  which  their  sudden  departure  has  un- 
happily prevented." 

'*The  Count  is  perhaps  too  wise,  and  his  master 
too  prejudiced,  to  believe  it." 

"  Holy  Mother !"  said  Louis^*  what  unbelief  would 
that  be  in  Christian  men  1  But,  Oliver,  they  shaU 
believe  us.  We  will  throw  into  our  whole  condUfe*' 
towards  our  fieur  cousin,  Duke  Charles,  such  thorough 
and  unlimited  confidence,  that,  not  to  believe  we 
have  been  sincere  with  him  in  every  respect,  he  must 
be  worse  than  an  infidel  I  tell  thee,  so  convinced 
am  I  that  I  could  make  Charles  of  Burgundy  think 
of  me  in  every  respect  as  I  would  have  him,  tliaL 
were  it  necessary  for  silencing  his  doubts,  I  would 
ride  unarmed,  ana  on  a  palfrey,  to  visit  him  in  his  tent; 
with  no  better  guard  about  me  than  thine  own  simple 
person,  friend  Oliver."  ,  ^ 

"  And  I,"  said  Oliver,  "  though  I  pique  not  myseH 
upon  managing  steel  in  any  other  shape  than  that  of 
^a  raxor,  would  rether  charge  a  Swiss  battalion  of 
pikes,  than  I  would  accompany  your  Highness  upon 
such  a  visit  of  friendship  to  Charles  of  Burgundy, 
when  he  hath  so  many  grounds  to  be  well  assured 
that  tliere  is  enmity  in  your  Mi^Mty's  bosom  against 
him." 

"Thou  art  a  fool,  Oliver."  said  the  King,  "with 
all  thy  pretensions  to  wisdom— and  art  not  aware 
that  deep  policy  must  often  assume  the  appearance 
of  the  most  extreme  simplicity,  as  courage  occasion- 
ally shrouds  itself  under  the  snow  of  modest  timidity. 
Were  it  needful,  full  surely  woijld  I  do  what  I  hate 
said—the  Saints  olVays  olessmg  our  purpose,  and 
the  heavenly  constellations  bringmg  round,  in  their 
course,  a  proper  conjuncture  for  such  an  exploit." 

In  these  words  did  King  Louis  XI.  give  the  first 
hint  of  the  extraordinary  resolution  wmch-he  after- 
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wanls^  adopted,  in  ordei  to  dupe  hie  ^cnt  rival,  the 
sub  ^t'cjuoni  L'xecuiiuu  oi  which  had  vety  nearly  proved 
his  own  ruiii. 

lie  ported  wth  liia  counsellor,  and  presently  nl'ter- 
wards  went  to  tho  aparlinentof  ihe  ladies  of  Croye* 
Few  (persuasions  beyond  his  mere  license  would  have 
t>2ci\  necessary  to  determino  their  retreat  from  the 
Court  of  France,  upon  the  first  hint  that  they  inight 
,  not  bo  eventually  protected  against  the  Duke  of  Bur- 
'  gundy;  but  it  was  not  bo  easy  to  induce  them  to 
choose  Lic^n  for  the  place  of  their  retreat.  They  en-- 
treat ud  and  requestca  to  be  transferred  to  Breiagne 
or  Calais,  where,  under  prolection  of  the  Duke  of 
Bretagne,  or  King  of  England,  they  might  remain  in 
a  state  of  safety,  until  the  Sovereign  of  Burgundy 
should  relent  in  nis  rigorous  purpose  towards  them. 
But  neither  of  these  places  ot  safely  at  all  euited  the 

Slans  of  Louis,  and  he  was  at  last  successful  in  in^ 
ucing  them  to  adopt  that  which  did  coincide  with 
them. 

The  power  of  the  Bishop  of  Liege  for  their  defence 
was  not  to  be  questioned,  since  his  ecclesiastical 
dignity  ;;ave  him  the  means  of  protecting  the  fusi* 
tives  against  all  Christian  princes;  while,  on  the 
Other  hand,  his  secular  forces,  if  not  numerous, 
seemed  at  least  sufficient  tc  defend  his  person,  and 
all  under  his  protection,  from  any  sudden  inoibnce. 
The  difficulty  was  to  reach  the  little  Court  of  the 
Bishop  in  safety ;  but  for  this  Louis  promised  to  pro- 
vide, hy  spreaiimg  a  report  that  the  Ladies  of  Croye 
had  escaped  from  Tours  by  night,  under  fear  of  being 
delivered  up  to  the  Burgunuian  envoy,  and  had 
Uken  their  flight  towards  Bretagne.  He  also  pro-, 
mised  them  the  attendance  of  a  small,  but  faithful 
retinue,  and  letters  to  the  commanders  of  such  towns 
and  fortresses  as  they  might  pass,  with  instructions 
to  use  every  means  for  protecting  and  assisting  them 
in  their  journey. 

The  ladies  of  Croy&  although  internally  resenting 
the  ungenerous  ana  discourteous  manner  in  which 
Louis  tnus  deprived  them  of  the  promised  asylum  in 
his  Court,  were  so  far  from  objecting  to  the  hasty 
departure  which  he  proposed,  that  they  even  antici- 
pated his  project,  by  entreating  to  be  permitted  to  set 
forward  that  same  night.  The  Lady  Hamellne  was 
already  tired  of  a  place  where  there  were  neither  ad- 
miring courtiers,  nor  festivities  to  be  witnessed ;  and 
the  Lady  Isabelle  thought  she  had  seen  enough  to 
conclude,  that  were  the  temptation  to  become  a  little 
stronger,  Louis  XI.,  not  satisfied  with  expelling  them 
from  nis  Court,  would  not  hesitate  to  deliver  tier  up 
to  her  irritated  Suzerain,  the  Duke  of  Burgundy. 
Lastly,  Louis  hinvself  readily  acquiesced  in  their 
hasty  departure,  anxious  to  preserve  pq^ce  with  Duke 
Charles^  and  alarmed  leat  the  beauty  of  Isabelle 
should  interfere  with  and  impede  the  favourite  plan 
which  he  had  formed,  for  bestowing  the  hand  of  his 
daughter  Joan  upon  his  cousin  of  Orleans. 

CHAPTER  XIII. 

THK  JOPRNET. 

Talk  not  of  Kiii|n—{  leoni  tlM  poor  oonpariMNi ; 
I  am  a  saob,  and  can  command  the  •lameata— 
At  leajt  men  think  I  can  ;  and  on  that  thought  « 
I  found  unbounded  empire.— Alhanasar. 

OccuPATioy  and  adventure  might  be  said  to  crowd 
upon  the  young  Scottishman  with  the  force  of  a 
spring- tide;  for  he  was  speedily  summoned  to  the 
aparmient  of  his  Captain,  tne  Lord  Crawford,  where, 
to  his  astonishment,  he  again  beheld  the  King.  After 
a  few  words  respecting  the  honour  and  trust  whicK 
were  about  to  be  reposed  in  him,  which  made  Quen- 
tin  intemallv  afraid  that  they  were  again  about  to 
propose  to  him  such  a  watch  as  be  had  ka>t  upon 
tlie  Count  of  CrdveccBur.  or  perhaps  some  duty  still 
more  repugnan*  to  his  leelings,  he  was  not  relieved 
merely,  but  delighted,  with  hearing  that  he  was  se- 
lected, with  the  assistance  of  four  others  under  his 
command,  one  of  whom  was  a  guide,  to  escort  the 
Ladies  of  Croye  to  the  Utde  Court  of  their  relative, 
the  Bishop  of  Liege,  in  the  safest  and  most  commo- 
dious, and.,  at  the  same  time,  in  the  most  secret 
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manner  possible.  ,A  scroll  was  nvea  kirn,  in  whidi 
were  set  down  directions  for  his  guidance,  for  tiM 
places  of  halt,  (generally  chosen  in  obecure  villages, 
solitary  monasteries,  and  situations  remote  mm 
towns,)  and  for  the  general  precautions  which  km 
was  to  attend  to,  especially  on  approaching  the  fron- 
tier of  Burgundy.  He  was  sufficiently  supplied  with 
instructions  what  he  ought  to  say  and  do  to  auatak 
the  personage  of  the  Maitre  d'Hotel  of  two  £ii|diih 
ladies  of  rank,  who  had  been  on  a  pilgrima/^e  to  Saini 
Martin  of  Tours,  aad  were  about  to  viat  the  holy 
city  of  Cologne,  and  worship  the  relics  of  the  s^ 
Eastern  Monarchs,  who  came  to  adore  the  natinty 
of  Bethlehem;  for  under  that  ebancter  the  ladies 
of  Croye  were  to  jdurney. 

Without  having  any  defined  notions  of  the  canai 
of  his  delightj  Quentin  Dorward's  heart  leapt  for  joy 
at  the  idea  or  approar:hing  thus  nearijr  to  tne  peim 
of  the  Beauty  of  the  Turret,  and  in  a  sitiiation  whici 
entitled  him  to  her  confidence,  since  her  proteeti<a 
was  in  so  great  a  «legree  intnuted  to  his  conduct  and 
courage,  lie  felt  no  doubt  in  his  own  mind,  ^at  fas 
jihould  be  her  successful  guide  throue^  thfC  hazards 
of  her  pilgrimage.  Youth  seldom  thinks  of  daqnts; 
and  bred  up  irae,  and  ibarlees,  and  edr-confiaio& 
^uentin,  in  particular,  only  thought  of  them  to  d^ 
them.  Ho  longed  to  be  exempted  from  the  lemaiai 
of  tlie  royal  presence,  that  he  mighc  indulge  the 
secret  glee  with  which  such  unexpected  tidings  filsi 
hint,  and  which  prompted  him  to  bursts  of  deJigts 
which  would  have  been  totally  unfitting  £ar  cfasi 
society. 

But  Louis  bad  not  yet  done  with  him.  Iliat  cw^ 
tious  Monarch  had  to  consult  a  counsellor  of  a  <tf- 
ferent  stamp  from  Oliver  le  BiableL  and  wha  vas 
supposed  to  derive  his  skill  from  the  sopcnsraDd 

n  iseirihdts 


astral  intelligences,  as  men,  ju  ., 
were  apt  to  think  the  counsels  of  i 
the  Devil  himsdf. 

Louis  therefore  led  the  way,  followed  by  ike  imps- 
tient  Quentin,  to  a  separate  tower  of  the  Cssde  of 
Plessi^  in  which  was  mstailed.  in  no  smsB  cssenA 
splendour,  the  celebrated  aytrolo^er,  poet,  aid  iiibA»> 
sopher,  Galeotti  Marti,  or  Martius,   or  Mamalte, 
a  native  of  Nam),  in  Italy,  the  author  of  diefuiooi 
Treatises  ^^  Vuhro  JneogniHst*  and  the  snbjMi  of 
his  age'a  admiration,  andof  thepaneoyries  of  Pads 
Jovius,  .  He  had  long  flourished  at  the  Gdnrt  oC  tfai 
cdebrated  Matthias  Corvinua,  Kingof  Hugary.liea 
whom  he  was  in  some  measore  deooved  ov  Losii 
who  grudged  the  Hungarian  Monaron  tne  soocty  sii 
the  counselsof  aaage^  accounted  soasiUtd  in  leadiEC 
the  decrees  of  Heaven. 

Martivalle  waa  none  of  those  ascetic,  vdtbered,  pdr 
professors  of  mystic  learning  of  those  days,  ufai 
bleared  their  eyes  over  tho  midnight  furnace^  and  sat- 
cerated  their  bodies  by  oatwatcbing  the  polar  bcsL 
He  indulged  in  all  courtly  pleasurea,  and,  imtd  bt 
grew  corpulent,  bad  excelled  m  all  martial  sports  aed 
gymnastic  exercises,  as  well  as  in  the  one  of  anas; 
insomuch,  that  Janua  Pannoniua  has  left  n  Latin  ^ 
gram,  upon  a  wrestling  match  betwixt  Graleotii  aatt 
a  renowned  charaj>ion  of  that  art,  in  the  pieeeiKcof 
the, Hungarian  King  and  Court,  in  which  the  Asno- 
logfflr  was  completely  victorious. 

The  apartments  of  this  courtly  and  martial  sags 
were  far  more  splendidly  furnished  than  any  whicft 
Cluentin  had  yet  seen  in  the  royal  palace ;  and  tbs 
carving  and  ornamented  wood-work  of  his  librwy,  as 
well  as  tho  magnificence  displayed  in  the'tapestnei^ 
showed  the  el^ntnt  taste  of  the  learned  Itahan.  Oat 
of  his  studv  one  door  opened  to  his  sle^ns  span- 
ment,  another  led  to  the  turret  which  aerrea  ss  fais 
observatory.  A  large  oaken  table,  in  the  midst  of  ifas 
chamber,  was  covered  with  a  rich  Tinkey  carpet  lbs 
m)oils  of  the  tent  of  a  Pacha  after  the  great  batUefl 
Jaiza,  where  the  Astrologer  had  fooght  ahieast  widi 
the  valiant  champbn  of  Ohristendom.  Mntthsas  C^ 
vinus.  On  the  table  lay  a  varietv  of  mnthemadosi 
and  astrological  instnunents,  all  ot  the  most  rich  ns- 
tenals  and  curioua  workmanship. .  His  astrolabe  sf 
silver  was  the  gift  of  the  Eniperor  of  Gennany,  wai 
his  Jacobus  staff  of  ebony,  jointed  with  9old,  and  cs- 
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w\y  ial«idi  was  a  marir  of  aateeni  frem  the  idgn- 
cPope. 

There  were  Tanoua  other  miscellaneous  aitifCles 
po9tid  on  the  table,  or  hanging  around  the  walls  i 
longst  others,  two  complete  suits  of  annour,  one 
naail,  the  other  of  plata  both  of  which,  from  their 
tat  size,  seemed  to  call  the  gigantic  Astrologer  their 
oer :  a  Spanish  Toledo,  a  Scottish  broadsword,  a 
rkiso  scimctar,  with  bows,  quivers,  and  other  war* 
)  weapons ;  musical  instruments  of  several  d^ar"* 

kinds;  a  silver  crucifix,  a  sepulchral  antique  vase, 
i  several  of  the  little  brazen  Penates  of  the  ancient 
.thens,  with  other  curious  nondescript  articles, 
le  of  which,  in  the  superstitious  opinions  of  that 
iod«  seemed  to  be  designed  for  magical  purposes. 
)  library  of  this  singular  character  was  of  the  same 
ceilaneous  description  with  his  other  ef&cts.  Cu- 
is  manuscripts  ot  classical  antlpdly  ley  mingled 
1  the  volummous  labours  of  Christian  divines;  and 
hose  painstakingsages  who  professed  the  cbemi* 
Bciunce,  and  proner^  to  guide  their  students  into 
most  secret  recesses  of  nature,  by  means  of  the 
in&tical  Philosophy.  Some  were  written  in  the 
itern  character,  and  others  eoncealed  their  sense 
^)neense  under  the  veil  of  hieroglyphics  and  caba* 
c  characters.  ^  The  whole  apartment,  and  its  fur- 
ire  of  every  kind,  formed  a  scene  very  imptesaive 

the  fancy,  considenng  the  general  belief  then 

2»utably  entertained  concerning  the  truth  of  the 
I  sciences  ;  and  that  eilect  was  increased  by  the 
nners  and  appearance  of  the  individual  himseU^ 


0,  seated  in  a  huge  chair,  was  employed  in  curious- 
samining  a  specuneii,  just  issued  from^the  Frank- 
press^  of  the  newly  invented  art  of  printing, 
laleotu  Martivalle  was  a  tall,  bulky,  yet  stately 
a,  considerably  past  his  orima  and  whose  yoath- 
habits  of  ezercisa  \^ougn  still  oscasionally  reso- 
L  had  not  been  able  to  contend  with  his  natural 
dency  to  corpulence,  iocreased  by  sedentary  stu- 
and  mdulgenoe  m  the  pleasures  <m  the  table.  His 
tares.  Uiough  rather  overgrown,  were  dignified 
i  noble^  and  a  Santon  mjght  have  envied  the  dark 
1  downwani  sweep  of  his  long-descending  beard. 
s  dress  was  a  chamber-robe  of  the  richest  Genoa 
vet,  with  ample  aleevea,  clasped  with  frogs  of  gold, 
1  lined  with  sables.  It  was  fastened  round  his 
Idle  by  a  broad  belt  of  virgin  parchment,  round 
ich  were  represented  in  cnmson  chsractera,  the 
IS  of  the  zodiac.  He  rose  snd  bowed  to  the  King, 
with  the  air  of  one  to  whom  such  exalted  society 
I  familiar,  and  who  was  not  at  all  likely,, even  in 
royal  presence,  to  compromise  the  dignity  then 
icialJy  affected  W  the  pursuers  of  science. 
Von  are  engaged,  father^"  said  the  King,  *'  and  as 
ink,  with  this  new-fashioned  art  of  multiplying 
iU8<:ripcs,  by  the  intervention  o(  machinery.  Can 
gs  of  such  mechanical  and  terrestrial  import  in- 
(C  the  thoughts  of  one,  before  whom  Heaven  has 
•Ited  her  own  celestial  volumes!" 
tf  y  brother,"  repUed  Martivalle,—"  for  so  the  ta- 
of  this  cell  must  term  even  the  King  of  France^ 
t  he  deigns  to  visit  him  as  a  discipd^— believe  me 
in  considering  the  consequences  of  this  invention, 
d  v^ith  as  certain  augury,  as  by  any  combinatwn 
a  heavenly  bodies,  the  most  awful  and  portentous 
eee.  When  I  renect  with  what  alow  and  Umit- 
tpplies  the  stream,  of  science  hath,  hitherto  de- 
led to  us ;  how  difficult  to  l>e  obtained  by  those 
ardent  in  its  search;  how  certain  to  be  neglect- 
'  all  who  regard  their  ease :  how  Uable  to  be 
ted,  or  altogether  dried  up,  by  the  invaiqons  of 
irism  ;  can  I  look  forward  without  wonder  and 
iahment,  to  the  lot  of  a  succeeding  generation. 
horn  knowledge  will  descend  like  the  first  and 
d  rain,  uninterrupted,  unabated,  unbounded; 
■in^  some  grounda,  and  overflowing  others; 
QnfS  the  whole  form  of  social  life  i  estabhshing 
overthrowing  religions ;  erectmg  and  destroying 

Sold,  Oalsotti,"  sakl  Louia,— "  ahall  these  cban- 
Mne  in  our  time  7" 

Idi,  toy  royal  brother."  replied  Martivalle;  *'this 
iSon  may  be  likened  to  a  young  tree,  whieh  is 
ftewly  planted,  but  shall,  ia  succeeding  gensra- 


tions,  bear  fnn|as  fatal,  yet  as  precioua  as  thst  of  the . 
Garden  of  Eden ;  the  knowledge,  namely,  of  good  aad 
evil." 

Louia  answered,  after  a  moment's  pause,  "  Let  fa- 
ttfrity  look  io  what  concema  them~we  are  men  of 
this  age,  and  to  this  age  we  will  confine  our  care.-^ 
Sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereoC^Teil  me.  hast 
thou  proceeded  farther  in  the  horoacope  which  I  sent 
to  thee,  Slid  of  which  you  made  me  some  report? 
I  have  brought  the  partjr  hither,  that  you  may  oas 
pal  mistry,  or  chiromancy,  if  such  is  your  pleasure.  Tha 
matter  ia  pressing*" 

The  bulky  sage  aroaa  from  his  seat,  and  approach* 
ing  the  young  soldier,  fixed  on  him  his  keen  lai^e  dark 
eyea,  as  if  he  were  m  the  act  of  internally  spellmg  and 
dissecting  every  Uneameat  and  feature.— Blushing  and 
borne  down  by  this  close  examination  on  the  part  of 
one  whoae  expreaaion  was  so  reverent  at  once  and 
commanding,  Quencin  bent  his  eyes  on  the  groundi 
and  did  not  again  raise  them,  till  in  the  act  of  obeying 
the  aonoroaa  command  of  the  Astrologer,  ** Lookup 
and  be  not  afraicL  but  hoU  forth  thy  hand." 

When  Martivalle  had  inspected  his  palm,  accord- 
ing to  the  form  of  the  mystic  aite  whick  hepractissci. 
he  led  the  King  aome  steps  aside.—''  My  royal  bro-  , 
ther,"  he  aaid,  ^*  the  physiognomy  of  this  youth,  to- 
gether with  the  lines  impressed  on  his  hand,  connrm, 
m  a  wonderful  degree  the  report  which  I  founded  on 
hia  hotoacope,  aa  well  as  that  judgment  which  your 
own  proficiencv  in  our  snblime  arts  induced  ynu  at 
onoe  to  form  of  nim.  All  promises  that  thia  youth  will 
be  brave  and  foruinat&" 

"And  faithfuir  said  the  King;  "for  valour  and 
fortune  aquare  not  with  fidelity." 

"And  faithful  also,"  said  the  Astrologer;  "for 
there  is  manly  firmness  in, look  and  eye,  and  his  linea 
viUt  is  deeply  marked  and  clear,  whidi  indicates  a 
true  snd  upright  adherence  to  thoss  who  do  benefit 

or  lodge  trast in hhn.    Butyet" 

"But  whatT'  aakl  the  Kjng;  "Father  Galeotti^ 
wherrfore  do  you  now  pause  1^ 

"The  eara  of  Kings,''  said  the  Sajge,  "are  like  the 
palatea  of  those  dainty  natienta,  wbcb  are  unable  to 
endun  the  bitterneas  of^the  drugs  nscessary  for  their 
recovery." 

"  My  ears  and  my  palate  have  no  such  niosness,'^ 
said  Louia :  "  let  me  near  what  is  usefhl  counsel,  and 
shallow  what  ia  wholesome  medieine.  I  quarrel  not 
wilh  the  rudeness  of  the  one,  or  the  harsh  taste  of  the 
other.  I  have  not  been  cockered  in  wantonness  or 
indulgence ; .  my  youth  was  one  of  exile  and  sufierine. 
My  ears  ara  used  to  harsh  counsel,  and  take  no  (MP 
fence  at  it." 

"Then  plauily,  Sire,"  replied  Oaleotti. "  if  you  have 
aught  in  your  purposed  commission,  which— which, 
m  short,  may  atartle  a  scrupulous  conscience— intrust 
it  not  to  this  youth— at  leaat,  not  till  a  few  years'  ex- 
erdse  in  vour  service  has  made  him  as  unscrupuloua 
as  others.^' 

"And  is  this  whst  vou  hesitated  to  speak,  my  good 
Galeotti  ?  and  didst  th'ou  think  thy  speaking  it  would 
oiifend  mel"  aaid  the  King.  "  Alack,  I  know  that  thoa 
art  well  sensible,  that  the  path  of  royal  policy  cannot 
be  always  squared  (aa  that  of  private  life  ought  inva- 
riably to  be)  by  the  abatract  maxima  of  religion  and 
of  morality.  Wherefore  do  we,  the  Princes  of  the 
earth,  found  churches  and  monasteries,  make  pil- 
grimages, undergo  penaces,  and  perform  devoriona, 
with  whk:h  others  may  dispense,  unless  it  be  because 
the  benefit  of  the  pubhc,  and  th^  welfare  of  our  king- 
doms, force  DS  upon  messures  which  grieve  our  con- 
sciences as  Chnstians  1  But  Heaven  has  mercy— 
the  Churoh,  an  unbounded  stock  of  merits,  and  the 
intercession  of  our  Lady  of£mbnin,  and  the  blessed 
saintly  is  urgent,  everiasting,  and  omnipotent."— Hi* 
laid  hia  hat  on  the  table,  and  devoutly  kneeling  b^ 
fore  the  imagea  stuck  into  the  hat-band,  repeated,  in 
an  earnest  tone,  "  SatuU  Huhtrtt^  SaneU  Juliatu^ 
SancU  MartiriA,  SaneU  Rosalia.  Sartcii  guotguti 
adt0t%8^  orate  -pro  mt  peccatare  P  He  then  smoie  hia 
breast,  arose,  re-sssumed  his  hat.  and  continued:^ 
"  Be  assured,  good  father,  that  whatever  there  may 
be  in  our  commiasion,  or  the  nature  at  which  you 
have  hinted,  the  exsoutioB  ahall  not  be  intnistsd  to 
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thifl  youth,  nor  thill  h«  be  priTy  to  «ie!i  part  of  our 

"In  this,*'  said  the  Astrologer,  " you,  my  royal  bro« 
ifaer,  wiii  walk  wisely.—SoDiething  inay  be  Rppre- 
hcnoed  hkewise  from  the  rashness  or  this  your  yoimg 
eommissbner :  a  iaiUng  inherent  in  those  of  sanguine 
complexion.  But  I  hold  that,  by  the  rules  of  art,  this 
chance  is  not  to  be  weighed  against  the  other  proper- 
ties discovered  iirom  Us  horoscope  and  otherwise." 

"Will  this  next  midnight  be  a  propitious  hour  in 
which  to  commence  a  perikKW  journey  1"  said  the 
Kinjf.— "  Se&  here  is  your  EpUenieride»— you  see  the 
fOBiiion  of  the  moon  in  regard  to  Saturn,  and  the 
aaoendenceof  Jupiter— That  should  argue,  metjiinks, 
in  submission  to  your  better  art,  success  to  him  who 
•ends  forth  the  expedition  at  such  an  hour." 

"To  him  who  «€nd»/ori^  the  expedition,"  said  the 
Aatrolo^er,  after  a  paua&  "this  coigunction  doth  in- 
deed promise  success;  but,  methinks,  that  Saturn 
bemg  combust,  threatens  dancer  and  iiifortune  to  the 
party  sent ;  whence  I  infer  that  the  errand  may  be 
periruus,  or  even  fotal,  to  those  who  aie  to  journey. 
Violeiice  and  captivity,  methinks,  are  intunated  m 
that  adverse  comunetion." 

**  Violence  and  captivity  to  those  who  are  sent," 
answered  the  King,  "bat  success  to  the  wishes  of  the 
Moder— Runs  it  not  thus,  my  learned  fiither?" 

**  Even  so,"  replied  the  Astrologer. 

The  King  paused,  without  giving  any  farther 
indication  now  far  this  pressging  speech  vprobably 
hazarded  by  the  Astrologer  from  his  coi^jecture  that 
the  commission  related  to  some  dangerous  pnrnose) 
nquared  with  his  real  ohject,  which,  as  the  reader  is 
aware,  was  to  betray  the  Countess  ISRbelle  of  Croye 
into  the  hands  of  William  de  la  Marck,  a  nobleman 
indeed  of  hixh  birth,  but  degraded  by  his  ciiro^  into 
m  leader  of  oanditd,  distinguished  for  his  turbulent 
disposition  and  ferocious  bravery. 

The  King  then  pulled  forth  a  paper  from  his  pock* 
0L  and,  ere  he  gave  it  to  MartivMle,  said,  in  a  tone 
which  resembled  that  of  an  apobgy— *'  Learned  Oar 
leottL  be  not  surprised,  that,  possessuiff  in  you  an 
«racular  treasure,  superior  to  that  lodged  m  the  breast 
of  any  now  ahve,  not  excepting  the  great  Nostrada- 
mus himself.  I  am  desirous  frequenily  to  avail  myself 
of  your  skill  in  those  doubts  and  difficulties  which 
Deset  every  Prince  who  hath  to  contend  with  rebellion 
within  his  land,  and  with  external  enemies,  both  pow- 
erful and  inveterate." 

"  When  I  was  honoured  with  your  reoucst,  Sire," 
aaid  the  philosoober,  "and  abandoned  the  Court  of 
Buda  for  that  ot  Pleasiau  it  was  with  the  resohition 
to  place  at  the  command  of  my  royal  patron  what- 
ever my  art  had,  that  might  be  of  service  to  him." 

"  Enough,  good  Martivalle— I  pray  thee  attend  to 
the  import  oi  this  question."^He  proceeded  to  read 
from  the  paper  in  his  hand :— "  A  person,  having  on 
hand  a  weighty  controversy,  which  is  like  to  draw  to 
debate  either  by  law  or  by  force  of  arms,  is  desboua. 
lor  the  present,  to  seek  accommodation  by  a  personal 
interview  with  his  antagunist.*  He  desires  to  know 
what  day  will  be  propitious  foi;  the  executk>n  of  such 
a  purpose  f  also  what  is  likely  to  be  the  success  of 
rach  a  negotiatwn.  and  whether  his  adversaiy  will  be 
moved  to  answer  the  confidence  thus  reposed  in  him, 
with  gratitude  and  kindness,  or  may  rather  be  likely 
to  abuse  the  opportunity  and  advantage  which  such 
meeting  may  anord  him  ?"  . 

"It  IS  an  important  questkm,"  said  Martivalle, 
when  the  King  had  done  reading,  "  and  requires  that 
I  should  set  a  plsnetary  figure,  and  give  it  instant  and 
deep  consideration." 

"Let  it  be  so,  my  good  father  in  the  sciences,  and 
thou  shah  know  what  it  is  to  oblige  a  King  of 
France,  We  are  determined,  if  the  constellations  for- 
bid not,— and  our  own  humble  art  leads  us  to  think 
that  they  approve  our  purpose,  to  haxard  something, 
even  incur  own  person,  to  stop  these -anti-Christian 
wara,"  • 

"  May  the  Saints  forward  your  Majesty's  pious  m- 
tent,"  said  the  Astrologer,  "and  guard  your  sacred 
person  1"  •  .  , .        i^ 

.  *  Thanks,  learned  father.—Here  is  something,  the 
vhile,  to  enlarge  your  cuiious  hbranr.*' 


He  placed  under  one  of  the  volumes  a  amnll  pane 
of  ^fd ;  for,  economical  even  in  his  superaliziuw^ 
Louis  conceived  the  astrologer  sufficsentf v  boaond  lo 
his  service  by  the  pensions  he  had  assigned  h'lm,  and 
thought  himself  entitled  to  the  use  of  his  akill  at  a 
moderate  rate,  even  upon  great  exigenctea. 

Louie,  having  thus,  m  Tegai  phrase,  added  a  i»> 
freshing  foe  to  hie  general  retainer,  turned  from  kiiB 
to  address  Durward.— "  FolU>w  me,"  be  said,  *^m^ 
bonny  Scot,  as  one  chosen  by  Destiny  and  a  Me- 
narch  to  accomplish  a  bold  adventure.  All  mast  be 
^t  ready,  that  thou  mayst  put  foot  in  stirmp  thevcri 
mstant  the  bell  of  Saint  Martin's  tolls  twelve.  One 
minute  sooner,  one  minute  later,  were  to  forfeit  the 
fdvonraole  aspect  of  the  consteliatx>ns  whicli  ends 
on  your  adventure."    ' 

Thua  saying,  the^Kmg  left  the  spartroent.  Ibllowci 
by  his  youn£  goflldsman :  and  no  sooner  were  tfccy 

\nit  than  the  AstvoloAier  gave  wav  to  Tcry  difiereat 

lings  than  those  which  eeemed  to  animate  hin 


niggardly  slave!"  he  said,  weishine  the  pom 
d^  < 


gon 

Sell  _ 

during  the  royal  presence. 

" The nigganlly slave!" „.  _. 

in  his  han<l,-^or,  being  a  man  of  unbound( . 

he  had  almost  constant  occasion  for  money, — ^TW 
base  sordid  scullion  1— A  coxswain's  wife  would  gne 
more  to  know  that  her  husband  bad  croseed  ^ 
nanow  eeas  in  eafety.  He  ecquirs  any  tincture  «f 
humane  letters  ^— yes,  when  prowling  foxes  and  id- 
ling wolves  become  musicians.  He  read  tbejglorioei 
blazoning  of  the  firmament  l^sy,  when  aoidS  mokt 
shall  become  lynxes.^i'oef  iai  ptomi^sa — alWr  so 
many  promises  made,  to  entice  me  from  the  coert  tf 
the  magnificent  Matthias,  where  Hun  and  Tmk, 
Christian  and  Infidel,  the  Czar  of  Mnscovia  and  (he 
Cham  of  Tartary  themselves  contended  to  kwd  aie 
with  gifta^— doth  he  think  I  am  to  abide  in  iha$ 
old  Castle,  Kke  a  buifinch  in  acaffe,  fain  to  sag  as  cA 
as  he  chooses  to  whistle,  and  all  for  seed  sod  water  f 
—Not  so— «u/  inveniam  viamt  out  yo«w»— I  wS 
diecover  or  contrive  a  remedy.  The  CarAnsi  Balae 
is  politic  and  liberal^this  query  shall  to  bisa,  sad  it 
shall  be  his  Eminence's  own  fault  if  the  stars  ^oSt 
not  as  be  would  have  them." 

He  again  took  the  despised  guerdon,*  and  wK^tud 
it  in  his  hand.  "  It  may  be,"  he  said,  *'  there  is  sobk 
jewel,  or  pearl  of  price,  concealed  in  this  paltrvcasr- 
1  have  heard  he  can  be  liberal  even  to  lavi^ooa 
when  it  suits  his  caprice  or  interest." 

He  emntied  the  purse,  which  contained  ^otsAm 
more  nor  less  than  ten  gold  pieces.  The  indisnatioi 
of  the  Astrologer  waa  extreme.—"  Thinks  beuat  ftr 
such  paltry  rate  of  hire  I  will  |»ractise  that  celes^ 
science  whk:h  I  have  studied  with  the  Armeniaa  i^ 
bot  of  Istrehofii  who  had  not  seen  the  sun  for  fotti 
years.— with  the  Greek  Dubravhjs,  who  is  said  to  haw 
raised  the  dead,— iind  have  even  visited  the  Scbca 
Ebn  Hali  in  His  cave  in  the  deserts  of  Thebais  ISts 
by  Heaven  I— he  that  contemns  art  aball  penl 
through  his  own  ignorance.  Ten  pieces!— a  pHtean 
which  I  am  half  ashamed  to  of&r  to  Toinette,  ts  bay 
her  new  breast-laces." 

So  saymg,  the  indij^ant  Sage  nevertheless  phs- 
ged  t\fe  contemned  pieces  of  gold  into  a  large  poadl 
which  he  wore  at  his  girdle,  which  Toin^ne,  and 
other  abettora  of  lavish  expensi,  generally  «onirivea 
to  empty  fblly  faster  than  the  phik>eopher,  widi  il 
hia  art,  could  find  the  means  of  nUing.* 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

THE  JOUaKBT. 

I  fM  th«e  ret,  fyh  FmBce-^tlKMi  fkTonr'd  land 
or  art  •nd  nanire—thou  art  itill  before  me ; 
Ttiy  DOM.  to  whom  Uieir  labour  ii  a  »iM-rt, 
Bo  well  tnTffratrftil  mii  retnnw  its  tribute  ; 
Tliy  Min-bttmt  daugtitera,  wiih  Oieir  lauchmf  ef«s 
And  gloeaj  nstu  locka.    Bnt,  ra\-our'd  Francsw 
Thou  h«itt  hnd  maiijr  a  tale  of  wo  to  tdl. 
Id  aDcicDt  times  aa  DOW.-  ' 


AvoiPiNo  all  conversation  with  any  one^  (fur  socb 
was  his  charge,)  Quentin  Durward  proceeded  hasti- 
ly to  array  niroeeif  in  a  atrong  but  plain  ciiiraM^ 

•  Martiua  GaleotU  wot  a  native  of  Kami,  in  tJanbrM.  Pc  voi 
llattbiaaCOTriDaa,  Kiasof  Bamawf,  emd  tana  • 


ffekKXiV.l 
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»ith  thi^  4ml  am-mMifl,  md  pbeod  ob  ba  head 
Rood  steel  c«p  witboat  anr  viaor.  To  tbeae  waa 
Med  a  handsome  cassock  of  MiamoiB  leather,  finely 
Mssed,  and  laced  down  the  seams  with  some  em- 
RMdery,  such  aa  might  beeome  a  superior  officer  in  a 
Me  hoQsehold.  . 

These  were  brought  to  hia  apartment  hj  Oliver, 
rfao,  with  hia  quiet,  inamaatinK  smile  and  manner. 
DQuainted  him  that  hia  unde  had  been  anmmoned 
I  mount  guard,  puraoaaly  that  he  might  make  no 
ttuiriea  concermnff  these  myarerioua  movements. 
/*  Your  excuse  will  be  made  to  your  kinaman,'* 
lid  Oliver,  smiling  again:  '*and,  my  daareat  aon, 
rhen  you  return  sate  from  the  execution  of  thia  plea- 
Qg  trust,  I  doubt  not  you  will  be  fimnd  worthy  ci 
1^  promotion  as  will  dispenae  with  your  aoooutt* 
t  for  your  motiona  to  any  one,  while  it  will  place 
ra  mt  the  head  of  thoae  who  must  render  an  ae- 
aint  of  theirs  to  yon." 

S«  spoke  Oliver  le  DrnMa,  eafedating,  probably,  in 
a  ow^n  mind,  the  great  chance  there  was  that  the 
Mr  youth,  whose  hand  ha  aqoeeaed  l&eiiDBaftely  aa 
i  spoke,  must  naceasarily  enoosnter  death  or  cap- 
»ity  in  the  commiasioR  intrustsd  to  hia  charge. 
(r  added  to  his  fan'  ^%^rds  a  small  puree  of  gold,  to 
tfray  necessary  ezpenaea  on  the  roadi  aa  a  gratuity 
n  tha  King's  port 

At  a  few minutea  before  twrive  at  midmghl.  Queitin, 
MM>rding  to  hie  directions,  proceeded  to  the  aeoond 
>ort-yara,  and  pauSbl  Under  the  Dauphin'a  Tow- 
:,  which,  as  the  reader  knows,  was  aaaigned  ffnt  the 
■iporary  residence  of  the  CtomHesBos  of  ^Croyei  He 
pund,  at  this  place  of  rendezvoua,  the  men  and 
sraea  appointed  lo  compose  the  retinue,  lending  two 
iropter  mules  already  loaded  with  baggage,  andbold- 
Ig  tnree  palfireys  for  the  two  Countesses  md  a  faithful 
«itii)g- woman,  with  a  stately  war-horse  for  btmsel^ 
»hose  steel-plated  saddle  glancsd  in  the  pale  moon- 
^t.  Not  a  wdhi  of  recognition  waa  apoken  on 
tker  aide.  The  men  aat  atill  in  their  aaddles,  aa  if 
ley  were  motionleasi  and  by  the  aama  iroperfeet 
gilt  Quentin  saw  with  pleaaure  that  they  were  all 
rmed.  and  held  long  lancea  in  their  handa.  lliey 
rere  only  three  in  number;  but  oneof  them  whiapered 

0  Quentin,  in  a  strong  Oascon  accent,  that  their 
fuide  was  to  join  them  beyond  Toutsl 

Meantime,  lights  glanced  to  and  fio  at  tha  lattinea 
f  the  tower,  aa  if  there  waa  bnatle  and  preparation 
mong  its  inhabitanta.  At  length  a  amall  door, 
rhicfa  led  from  the  bottom  of  the  tower  to  the  court, 
'as  unckMcd,  and  three  femalea  caase  forth,  attaad- 

1  by  a  man  wrapped  in  a  doak.  They  mounted 
t  nlenoe  the  palfieya  which  stood  prepared  for  them, 
fiile  their  attendant  on  foot  led  the  way.  and  gave 
le  paaa-words  and  signals  to  the  watenthl  gnania, 
hoae  posts  they  paaaed  in  aacceaaion.    Thus  they 

length  reached  the  exterior  of  theae  formklable 
irnera.  Here  the  man  on  foot,  wtto  Ini4  hitherto 
ted  aa  their  gu]d&  paused,  ahd  apoke  low  and 
meatty  to  the  two  foremost  femalea. 
'*  Hay  Heaven  bleaa  yon.  Sire,''  aak)  a  voice  which 
tilled  up  Quentin  Durward'a  ear, "  and  forgive  you, 
en  if  your  purpoeea  be  more  interested  than  your 
prda  express!  To  be  placed  in  aafo^  under  the 
atection  of  the  ^ood  ^hop  of  LiegB^  la  the  utmoet 
tent  of  my  desire." 
The  person  whom  she  thus  addreeasd,  muttered 

inaudible  anawer,  and  retreated  back  through  the 
rrier-eate,  while  Quentin  thought,  that  1^  the 
M>n-aimpse,  he  recognised -in  htm  .tha  iTing  him- 
l£  whose  anxiety  for  the  departure  of  has  guests 
d  probably  induced  him  to  give  his  prraenoe,  in 
se  scruples  shouki  arise  on  their  part,  or  difficult 
•  on  that  of  the  guarda  of  the  Castle.  . 

IVhen  the  riders  wars  beyond  the  Caatle,  it  was 
oeaaary  for  some  time  to  ride  ¥nth  great  precaution, 

I  win,  Jbhn  OonrlanL  IVhile  at  bi«  eoart,  he  eeaiBwt4  a 
^  Be  J$eo»t  4ktk  et  JbSu  SUgit  mtlUm  ConimL  He  toft 
ingarr  in  UTf.  toa  vnu  made  priMNMr  it  y«iriae  on  ■  eluurpa 
littTine  propafated  heterodox  opmione  in  n  tiMttiae  entittod. 
AmM«#  Mtfertorf  §t  mrpnt  dM.  He  «r»  obkifed  to  leeui 
ne  of  tlMMt  doetrinea,  and  mlffht  have  luftred  larioaaly  bat 
the  proteolioa  of  Seilita  IV.,  Own  Pope,  who  had  been  one 
hia  actKtIan.  lie  w«nt  to  Pm&oe,  attadied  hkoaelf  to  Lonia 
,  mod  died  ia  Imi  i 


m  order.to  avaal  the  pilMlak  anaiea,  and  araiilaff 
contrivancesL  ^sWch  were  placed  for  the  annoyance  ol 
strangera.  The  Gtascon  waa^  however,  complete* 
ly  possessed  of  the  dew  to  this  labyiinth,  and  in  • 


contrivahcesL  ^meh  were  placed  for  the  annoyance 
L    The  Gtascon  waa^  however. 

nd  of  the  dew  to  this  labyiinthv 

quarter  of  an  hour's  riding,  they  found  theniaelves  be- 
rond  the  limits  of  Plessis  le  Pare,  and  not  far  distant 
from  the  city  of  Tours. ' 

The  moon,  which  had  now  extricated  heiarlf 
from  the  clouda  through  whk^  she  waa  formerly 
wading,  abed  a  foil  aea  (usdoriona  light  upon  a  land- 
soape  equally  gloiiona.  They  aaw  the  pnncely  Loire 
rollmg  his  mejestic  tuie  throush  the  richest  plain  it 
France,  and  sweeping  along  oetween  banka  oma* 
mented  with  towera  and  terraeaa,  and  with  oUvee 
and  fineyaida.  They  aaw  the  walla  of  the  dtv  of 
Tours,  the-  ancient  capital  of  TourainI,  raiaing  their 
portal  towera  and  emMttlemanta  white  in  the  moon- 
light, whiles  from  within  their  circle,  roae  the  im* 
menae  Gtotbic  maes  which  the  devotion  of  the  aainted 
BSahop  Peipatatn  erected  aa  early  aa  the  fifth  centaryi 
and  which  the  zeal  of  Charleaaagne  and  hia  aucceo* 
sershad  ehhiaed  with  each  arcmtectural  aplendonr, 
aa  rendered  it  the  meat  magnificent  choreh  in  France; 
Tite  towen  of  the  church  of  Samt  Gaiien  were  also 
visible,  and  the  gloomy  strength  of  the  Castlsf 
which  was  said  to  have  been,  in  ancient  timeai  the 
residence  of  the  Emperor  Valentinian. 

£ven  the  cireumstaneee  in  which  he  waa  placedf 
thoazh  of  a  nature  so  engrossing,  did  not  prevent  the 
wonder  and  delight  with  which  the  young  Scottish** 
Nsan,  aecuatbmed  lo  the  waate  though  nnpressive 
lan^Iscaoe  of  hia  own  mountains,  and  the  poverty 
even  of  nis  country's  most  statdy  scenery,  looked  on 
a  acene,  which  art  and  namre  aeemed  to  have  vied 
in  adorning  with  their  richest  aplendour.  But  he 
was  recalled  to  the  business  of  me  moment  by  the 
voice  of  the  elder  lady,  ( pitched  at  least  an  octave 
higher  than  thoae  aofi  tonea  which  bkl  adieu  to 
King  Louie, )  demanding  to  apeak  with  the  leader  <^ 
the  band.  Spurring  hia  horse  forward,  Q.uentin  re- 
apectfolly  pmaented  himaelf  to  the  lacfiea  m  that  ca- 
pacity, and  thua  underwent  the  intenogatoiiea  of  tUe 
Lady  Hamelina 

"  What  waa  hia  nama^  ^  what  hia  degree r' 

He  told  both. 

"  Waa  heperfecthr  acquainted  with  the  road? 

"  He  could  not,"  he  replied,  "  pretend  to  .much 
knowledge  of  the  route^  but  he  waa  fumisheo  with 
fhU  inatructieiie,  and  be  waa,  at  their  first  raating^ 
places  to  be  provided  with  a  guid^  in-all  respecia 
competent  to  the  taak  of  direclms  tneir  farther  jour- 
ney: meanwhile,  a  horseman  wno  had  juat  joined 
them,  and  made  the  number  of  their  guard  four,  wae 
to  be  their  gmde  for  the  firat  staga" 

"  And  wherefore  wore  you  selected  for  such  a  duty, 
young  gentleman  7'  aaid  the  hidy— "  I  am  toki ' 
are  the  aama  youth  who  waa  lately  upon  guard.  „ 
the^llery  in  which  we  met  the  Princesa  o^  Francau 
Tou  seem  youtigaBd  inexperienced  for  such  a  charge 
— «  strangen  too^  in  Fraiiee,  and  speaking  the  Ian- 
guafls  aa  a  foreimMr." 

"I  am  boua^to  obey  the  eornmanda  of  the  Kingj 
madam,  but  am  not  qnaiified  to  reaeon  on  them,'* 
answered  the  yoeng  soldier. 

"  Are  yon  of  noble  birth  T  demanded  the  same  que* 
rist. 

"I  may  safdyaflhm  eow madam,'*  repKed ftnentm. 

"  And  are  jtm  not,"  aaid  the  yonnflprlady,  Mdreaa-f 
him  in  her  tanv  but  with  a  umorous  accent, 

„.j  aama  whom  I  aaw  when  I  waa  called  to  wait 
upon  the  Kmi;  at  yonder  inn  f   ' 

Lowering  ms  voioe,  peihapa  fhmi  similar  feelinge 
of  timidity,  duentin  anawered  in  the  afllrmative. 

*'  Thenrmethinka,  my  cousin,''  aaid  the  Lady  laa- 
beHe,  addressing  the  Lady  HameUne,  "  we  muat  bo 
safe  under  this  vounggentleman'a  saJeguard ;  he  looka 
not,  at  leaat,  like  one  to  whom  the  exeeuikm  of  a  plan 
of  treacheroua  crudty  upon  two  hdpleea  women  could 
be  with  safety  intrusted." 

"*  On  my  honour,  madam,"  aaki  DurwanL    oy  the 
fame  of  ray  Houae^  by  the  bonee  of  my  anceatry.  I 
could  not,  for  FVance  and  Scotland  laia  into  one,  he 
'  of  treachery  or  crudty  towarde  you  I" 
on  aneak  well,  young  man,"  aaid  th^  louiy  Ha 


i?5j^ 
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Bwlinei  **  but  we  «re  aecnstomed  to  hear  fair  speech- 
aa  from  the  King  of  Prance  and  ))ifi  agents.  It  was 
by  these  that  we  were  induced,  when  the  protection 
•f  the  Bishop  of  Liege  might  have  been  attained  with 
less  fisk  than  now,  or  when  we  msht  have  thrown 
oarseives  on  that  of  Winoeslaaa  or  Germany,  or  of 
Edward  of  England,  to  seek  reftwe  in  France.  And 
hi  what  did  the  promises  of  the  King  result?  In  an 
oWcurs  and  shameful  ooncealmg  of  ua,  under  ple- 
beian names,  as  a  sort  of  prohibited  wares,  in  jtinder 
paltry  hostelry,  when  we,~wfao,  as  thou  knowest, 
M artnon,"  (addressing  her  domestic,)  '*  never  pot  on 
•ur  head-tire  save  under  a  canopy,  and  upon  a  dais  of 
three  degrees— were  compelled  to  attire  ourselvea, 
Manding  on  the  simple  floor,  as  if  we  had  been  two 
nilkroaids."  • 

Marthon  admitted  that  her  lady  qpoke  a  most  raa- 
kmchoiy  truth. 

"I  would  that  had  been  the  soraat  evil,  dear  kins- 
woman," said  the  Lady  leabelle;  "I  eould  gladly 
have  dispensed  with  state" 

"  But  not  with  society/'  said  th)B  eldar  Countess ; 
**  that,  my  sweet  cousio,  waa  impossible." 

**  I  would  have  dispensed  with  all,  my  deaveat  kins- 
woman," answered  Isabella, «in  a  voice  whkh  pene- 
irated  to  the  very  heart  of  her  young  conductor  and 
guard,  "  with  all.  for  a  safe  and  honourablerettrement. 
I  wish  not-*God  knowfli  I  never  wished— to  oocaabn 
war  betwixt  France  and  mv  native  Burvundy,  or  that 
Kvea  should  be  lost  for  such  as  I  am.  I  only  implo- 
red permission  to  retire  to  the  Convent  of  Marmoa- 
lier,  or  to  any  other  holy  aanctnary." 

"You  spoke  then  like  a  fool,  my  cousin,"  anawer- 
ed  the  elder  lady,  *'  and  not  like  a  daughter  of  my  no- 
ble brother.  It  is  well  there  is  still  one  alive,  who 
hath  some  of  the  sphit  of  the  noble  house  of -Croya 
How  should  a  high-bont  lady  bo  known  from  a  sun- 
burnt milkmaid,  save  that  speare  are  broken  for  the 
«ne,  and  only  hasci  poles  shattered  for  the  other?  I 
tell  you,  maiden,  that  while  I  was  in  the  very  earliest 
bloom,  scarcely  older  than  yourself,  the  fomous  Pas- 
sage of  Arms  at  Haflinghem  was  held  in  my  honour ; 
the  challengers  were  four,  theasrailants  so  many  as 
twelve,  it  lasted  three  a§ys{  and  cost  the  lives  of 
two  adventurous  knights,  the  fracture  of  one  back- 
bone, onecuilar-bone,  three  legs  and  two  arms,  besides 
Hesh-wounds  and  bruises  beyond  the  heraldr  count- 
ing; and  thus  have  the  ladies  of  our  house  ever  been 
honoured.  Ah !  had  you  but  half  the  heart  of  your 
noble  ancestry,  yon  would  find  means  at  some  Court, 
where  ladies*  love  and  foipe  in  arms  are  still  prized. 
to  maintain  a  tournament,  at  which  your  hand  ahookl 
be  the  prize,  as  was  that  of  your  great-iiTandmother 
of  blessed  memory,  at  the  spear-runnmg  of  Stras- 
bourg; and  thus  shoukl  you  gain  the  best  lance  in 
Europe,  to  maintain  the  rights  of  the  House  of  Croye, 
both  against  the  oppression  of  Burgundy  and  the  po- 
licy of  France." 

^'  But,  fair  kinswmnan,"  answered  the  younger 
Countess,  *'2  have  b^n  told  by  my  old  nurse,  that 
although  the  Rhinegrave  was  the  best  lance  st,  the 
great  tournament  at  Strasbourg^  and  ao  won  ttie 
hand  of  my  reapeoted  ancestor,  yat  the  match  was  no 
happy  one,  as  he  used  often  to  scold,  and  sometimes 
even  to  beat,  my  gvsat-grandmother  of  bleased  me- 
mory." 

"And  wherefore  not,"  said  the  elder  CountesjB,  in 
her  romantic  enthuaiaam  for  the  profession  of  chival- 
ry;  "  why  should  those  victoi-ions  arms,  accustom- 
•d  to  deal  blows  when  abroad,  be  bound  to  restrain 
then-  energies  at  hdmo?  A  thousand  times  rather 
would  I  be  beaten  twice  a  day,  by  a  husband  whose 
arm  was  aa  much  feared  by  othera  as  by  rac.  than  be 
the  wife  of  a  coward,  who  dared  neither  to  lift  hand 
to  his  wife,  nor  to  any  one  else !" 

"  I  should  wish  you  yoy  of  such  an  active  mata  fair 
aunt,"  replied  Isabellel  ^^ without  enwing  you ;  tor  if 
broken  bones  be  lovely  in  tourneys^  ^ere  is  nothing 
lcs»  amifible  in  ladies'  bower." 

"  Nay,  but  the  beating  is  no  necessary  conaeqaence 
of  wedding  with  a  knight  of  fame  in  arms,"  said  the 
l^dy  Hameline ;  "  (hough  it  is  true  that  our  ancestor 
of  bVsstxl  memory,  tho  Rhinegrave  Gkittfried,  was 
samethmg  rough-teiapared,  and  addicted  to  thamse 


of  Rheinwein/^llie  very  pmbu  knifi^t  is  a  I 

among  ladies,'  and  a  lion  amon^  lancea.  There  waa 
Thibault  of  Montigni~^6od  be  with  him !— be  was  the 
kindest  soul  alive*  and  not  only  was  he  never  ao  di»> 
QDuneotts  as  Co  liuhand  agamst  his  ladjr,  but,  by  our 
good  dame,  he  who  beat  all  enemies  without  doook 
found  a  fair  foe  who  could  belaboor  him  vrithin .— V^cu, 
'  tviraa  his^  wn  fauli->he  waa  one  of  the  challengers  ai 
the  PaasaqipB  of  Haflinghem,  and  so  well  bestirred  hin- 
aelf,  that,  if  had  it  pleased  Heaven,  and  yonr  f^and- 
father,  there  might  have  been  a  lady  of  Moniigni,  wW 
had  uaed  his  gentle  nature  more  gently." 

The  Countess  Isabelle,  who  bad  some  reaeoa  l» 
dread  this  Passage  of  Haflinghem^  it  being  a  lepit 
upon  whk;h  her  aunt  waa  at  all  tnnea  rery  difm^ 
snfiered  the  conversation  to  drop ;  and  Qsentin,  wi& 
the  natural  politeneas  of  one  who  had  been  geDth 
nurtured,  dreading  lest  his  presence  nif(fat  be  a  la- 
straint  on  their  conversation,  rode  forwatf^  Co  join  lie 

Side,  aa  if  to  aak  bun  some  queations  coDcanam 
Bir  route. 

Meanwhile^  tho  iadiea  continued  their  idmeyiaa- 
lenoe,  or  in  auch  oonveraatioa  as  is  not  worth  nam- 
ting,'  unril  day  began  to  break  x  and  as  they  had  ifaa 
been  on  horseback  for  several  hours,  Queotii^  a«- 
ious  lest  thef  should  be  fatigued,  became  iinpaticat  is 
know  their  distance  from  the  nearest  leeting-plaee. 

"  I  will  show  it  yeu,"  answered  tUe  guide,  ''in  haV 
an  hour."  . 

^'  And  then  you  leave  ua  to  other  guidftnoe  T  coa- 
tinued  Quentin. 

"  Even  so,  Seignbr  Archer,"  replied  the  inan;  "sr 
journeys  are  always  abort  and  straight- — ^Whea  yoi 
and  others.  Seignior  Archer,  go  by  tbe  bow,  I  alwsis 
gobytheoord.**^ 

liie  moon  had  hj  thia  time  long  been  down,  and 
the  lights  of  dawn  were  beginning  to  spread  bf«fti 
and  strong  in  the  east,  and  to  gleam  on  die  bosom  si 
a  small  laike.  on  the  verge  of^wfafch  they  had  Bees 
riding  for  a  short  space  or  time.    'Hiis  lake  lar  b  tha 
midst  of  a  wide  plain,  scattered  over  with  ngk  rreea 
groves,  and  thuKefat  hut  which  might  beyetimDea  . 
open,  so  that  objects  began  to  be  discerned  with  foffir 
cient  aoouncy.    Quentin  cast  hia  eve  on  thepenos 
whom  he  rode  beskle,  and,  under  the  shadow  oC  « 
slouched  overRpreading  hat,  which  resembled  tkt 
sombrero  of  a  Spanish  peasant,  he  rocofoiiscd  dw  fr 
ostioRB  featurea  of  thq  aame  Petit- Andr^  wfaoae  fa- 
mm.  not  long  sincejhad,  in  concert  with  those  of  bk 
lagiiDrious  brother,  Trois-Eacheliea,  been  so  unplfla 


santly  active  about  his  throat—- Impelled  by; 

not  altogether  unmixed  with  fear,  (for  in  his  owa 
oouBtTj  the  executioner  ia  regardea  with  almost  aa- 
peretitious  horrorO  which  his  Tate  narrow  escapi  ' 
not  diminished.  Durward  instinctively  mo'vet 
horse^s  head  to  the  right,  and  preasing  him  at  the  i 
time  with  the  spur,  made  ademi-vcxte,  which  sc 
ted  him  eight  foet  from  his  haiefhl  eompaniofi. 

"  Ho,  ho,  h^  hoi*  exclaimed  Petit- Andr^ ;  *'byoo 
Lady  of  the  Gr^ve,  our  young  soldier  remembera  as 
of  Old.— What !  comrade,  you  hear  no  malice,  I  trart* 
-!-every  one  wins  his  bread  in  this  countrv.  No  ana 
need  be  ashamed  of  havbig  come  through  mv  butda^ 
for  I  will  do  my  work  with  any  that  ever  tied  a  living 
wdght  to  a  dead  tree.-— A|id  God  hath  a^ven  me  g;rac» 
to  be  such  a  merry  fellow  withal — Ha!  ha!  be!— 1 
coald  tall  you  such  jests  I  have  cracked  betvreen  the 
foot  of  the  ladder  and  the  top  of  the  gallows,  that,  bf 
my  halidome,  I  have  bren  obliged  to  do  mv  job  rather 
haatily,  for  fear  the  rellowa  should  die  with  laug^infr 
and  ao  shame  ray  mystery  I" 

As  he  tHus  spoke,  he  edged  his  horse  sideways, » 
regain  the  interval  which  the  Soot  had  left  hetweaa 
them,  saying  at  the  same  timev  '*Come;  Seignior  Ar- 
cher, let  there  be  no  unkindness  betwixt  us ! — For  my 
part,  I  alwaya  do  my  duty  without  malice,  and  with  a 
tight  heart,  and  I  never  love  a  man  better  than  wImsi 
I  have  put  my  scant-of-wind  collar  about  hi»neek.  to 
dub  hini  Knight  of  tbe  Order  of  Saint  Patibularras,  aa 
the  Provost's  Chaplain,  the  worthy  Fatlicr  Vac»oe^ 
diablo,  IB  wont  to  call  the  Patron  Saint  of  the  Pm- 
vostnr." 

"  Keep  back,  thou  wretched  object  f*  czc!a>mad 
Qucntin,  as  the  finisher  of  the  law  again  soc^ht  as 
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ipproacK^hini  closer,  **wJ  shiill  be  tempted  to  tesch 
you  toe  distance  thet  eliould  be  betwixt  men  of  honour 
and  such  an  outcast." 

I  "  La  you  there,  bow  hot  you  are  P'  said  the  fellow ; 
**  hful  yoa  said  men  ofhorueiy^  there  had  been  soma 
•avour  of  truth  in  it;— but  for  men  ofhenour^  good 
lack,  I  have  to  deal  with  them  every  day,  as  nearly 
and  closely  os  I  was  about  to  do  business  with  you. 
Btot  i>cace  be  with  you,  and  keep  your  company  to 
jottxeelf.  I  would  have  bestowed  a  fla^n  or  Auver- 
lUt  upon « you  to  wash  away  every  unkindnees—but 
*tie  like  you  seorn  my  courtesy.— Well.  Be  as  churl- 
ish as  you  list— I  never  quarrel  with  my  customers— 
my  jerry-corae-tumbles,  my  merry  dancerau  mv  little 
play-fellows,  as  Jacques  Butcher  says  to  his  iambs 
— tooee,  in  fine,  who,  like  your  scoffniorship,  have 
H.  E.  M.  P.  written  on  then-  foreheads— No,  no,  let 
them  uso  me  as  they  list,  they  sh«B  have  my  good 
ffscvice  at  'last— and  yourself  shall  see,  when  you 
B«zt  come  under  Petit-Andffi's  hands,  that  ho  knows 
how  to  forgive  an'injttrjr." 

So  saying,  and  sumniing  nn  the  whole  with  a  pro- 
▼okbig  wink,  and  such  an  interjectional  tekick  as 
men  quicken  a  dull  horse  voth,  Petit- Andro  drew  off 
so  the  other  side  of  the  path,  and  left  the  vouth  to 
digest  the  taonts  he  had  treated  hini  with  as  his 
pioud  Scottish  stomach  best  might.  A  strong  desire 
aad  Quentin  to  have  belaboured  him  while  the  stalT 
&t  his  lance  eould  hold  tooether ;  but  ho  put  a  re- 
suaint  on  his  passion,  recollecting  that  a  brawl  with 
auch  a  character  comd  be  crodi^ble  at  no  time  or 
^ace,  and  that  a  quarrel  of  any  kind,  on  the  j:>resent 
occasion,  would  be  a  breach  of.  duty,  and  might  in- 
volve the  most  perilous  consequences.  He  therefore 
awallowed  his  wrath  at  the  ill-timed  and  profpstiional 
lokes  of  Mons.  Petit-Andr6.  and  contented  himself 
with  devoutly  hoping  that  tnej^had  not  reached  the 
ears  of  his  fair  charge,  on  which  they  could  not  be 
supposed  to  make  an  improssion  in  favour  of  himself^ 
ms  one  obnoxious  to  such  sarcasms.  But  ho  was 
iQ>eedily  arou&ied  from  such  thoughts  by  the  cry  of 
both  the  ladies  at  once,  **  Ix)ok  back,  look  back  !— 
For  the  love  of  Heaven  look  to  yourself  and  lis— we 
are  pursued  !*' 

Quentih  hastily  looked  back,  and  saw  that  two 
armed  men  wero  in  fact  following  them,  and  ri'Mng 
at  such  a  pace  as  must  soon  bring  them  up  with  their 
party.  *'  It  can,"  he  said,  "  he  only  some  of  tJ.e  Pro- 
vostry  making  their  jounds  in  ine  Forest.— Do  thou 
look,"  he  said  to  Petit- Andr6,  '*  and  see  what  they 
may  be." 

Petit-Andr^  obeyed ;  and  roUinjg:  himself  jocosely 
in, the  Raddle  ofler  He  had  made  Ins  observations,  re- 
plied, "Those,  fair  sir,  are  ndf her. your  comrades  nor 
tni no— neither  Archers  nor  Marshalnien— for  I  think 
they  wear  helmets,  with  visors  lowered,  and  gorgets 
of  the  same.— A  plague  upon  these  gorgets,  of  all 
other  pieces  of  armour  I— I  have  fumbled  with  them 
an  hour  before  I  could  undo  the  rivnis." 
f  **  Do  .you,  gracions  ladies,"  said  Ditrward,  without 
attending  to  Petit- Andr<?,  "  ride  forward— not  so  fast 
I  ma  to  raiffc  an  opinion  of  your  being  in  fii^t,  and  yet 
fast  enough  to  avail  yourselves  of  the  mipediincnt 
which  I  shall  presently  place  l>etween  you  and  these 
men  who  follow  us." 

The  Countess  Isabelle  looked  to  their  guide,  and 
then  whispered  to  her  aunt,  who  spoke  to  Quentin 
thus—"  We  have  confidence  in  your  care,  fair  Archer, 
and  will  rather  abide  the  risk  of  whatever  may  chance 
in  your  company,  than  we  will  go  onward  with  that 
Minn,  whose  mien  is,  wo  think,  of  no  good  aucrnry." 

"  Bo  it  as  you  will,  ladies,"  said  the  youth—"  There 
are  but  two  who  como  nfter  us ;  and  though  thev  be 
knight^  as  their  arms  seem  to  show,  they  shall,  if 
they  have  any  evil  purpose,  team  how  a  Scottish 
fsantlcman  can  do  his  devoir  in  the  presence  anJ  for 
the  def»^nce  of  such  as  you.— Whirh  of  you  there,"  he 
eontinuedi  nddrossing  the  guards  whom  he  <'oni- 
manded,  "  is  willing  to  bo  mv  comrade,  and  to  break 
a  lance  wifh  these  gallants  7" 
'  Two  of  the  man  absolutely  faltered  in  resolution ; 
bat  «he  third,  Berlrnnd  0»iyot,  swore,  "that  mp  ffe 
dlyu^  werotbeyKnighuofKing  Arthur's  Round  Table. 
lie  woukl  try  their  mettle,  for  tIm!iOnotirof  Oasooay." 


While  he  spoke,  the  two  knlgbts-Hbrtfaey  seemod 
of  no  less  rank— cime  un  with  tne  rear  of  the  party, 
in  which  Quentin,  with  nis  sturdy  adherent,  had  by 
this  time  stationed  himself.  They  were  fully  accou- 
tred  in  excellent  armour  of  polished  steel,  without  anf 
device  by  which  they  conldbe  distinguished. 

One  of  them,  as  they  approached,  called  out  to 
Quentin,  "  Sir  Squire,  ^ive  place— wo  come  to  relicva 
you  of  a  charRe  which  is  above^ourrank  and  condf- 
tion.  You  will  do  well  to  leave  these  ladies  in  ouf 
care,  who  are  fitter  to  wait  upon  them,  especially  aa 
we  know  that  in  yours  they  are  little  better  than  cap- 
tives." 

"  In  return  to  your  demand,  sirs,"  replied  Dur- 
wardL'^know,  in  the  first  place,  that  I  am  discharg 
ing  the  duty  imposed  upon  me  by  my^sresent  Sovo- 
reign ;  and  next,  that  however  unworthy  I  may  be, 
the  ladies  desbe  to  abide  under  my  protection." 

^*Out,  airrahr  exclaimed  one  of  the  champions  | 
'*  will  yoi]>.  a  wandering  beggar,  put  yourself  on  terms 
of  resistance  against  belted  /inights  1" 

*'  They  ore  indeed  terms  of  resistance,''  said  Quen- 
tin^  **  since  they  oppose  your  insolent  and  unlawfid 
aggression ;  and  il  there  be  difference  of  rank  between 
as;  which  as  yet  1  know  not,  your  discourtesy  has 
done  it  away.  Draw  your  sword,  or,  if  you  will  use 
the  lance,  take  ground  for  your  career." 

While  the  kniglits  turned  their  horses,  and  rode 
back  to  the  distance  of  about  a  hundred  and  fifty 
yards,  Quentin,  lookin;;  to  the  ladies,  bent  low  on  his 
saddle-bow,  as  if  desiring  their  favourable  rf^ard,and 
aa' they  streamed  towards  him  their  kerchiefs  in  to- 
ken of  encouragement,  the  two  assailants  had  gained 
tho  distance  necessary  for  their  charge. 

Calling  to  the  Gascon  to  bear  himself  like  a  man, 
Dnrward  put  his  steed  into  motion;  and  the  four 
horsemen  met  in  full  career  in  the  midst  of  the  ground 
which  at  f1r!>t  separated  them.  The  shock  was  fatal 
to  the  poor  Gascon ;  for  his  adversary,  aiming  at  hie 
face,  which  was  undefi?nded  by  a  visor,  ran  him 
throuah  the  eye  into  the  brain,  so  that  he  fell  dead 
from  his  horse. 

On  the  other  hand,  Quentin,  though  labouring  un- 
der tho  same  disadvantage,  s>vayed  himself  in  the 
saddle  so  dexterously,  that  tho  hostile  lance,  slightly 
scratching  his  chet  k,  passed  over  his  ri'oht  shoulder ; 
while  his  own  spear,  striking  his  antasconist  fair  upon 
the  breast,  huHed  him  to  the  ground.  Quentin  jumpeil 
pff^  \o  unhclm  his  fallen  opponent;  but  the  other 
knight,  (who  had  never  yet  spoken,)  seeing  the  for- 
tune of  his  comptmion,  riismounted  still  more  sreedily 
than  Durwanf,  and  bestriding  his  friend,  wno  lay 
senseless,  excIainKKl,  "In  the  name  of  God  and  Saint 
Martin,  mount,  goo<i  fellow,  and  get  thoe  gone  with 
thy  woman's  ware!— Ventre  Saint  Oris,  they  have 
caused  mischief  enough  this-mornina[." 

*'By  your  leave.  Sir  Knight,"  said  Qucntm,  who 
could  not  brook  the  menacing  tore  in  which  tins  ad- 
vice was  given,  '*!  will  ftrst  «;e  wliOm  !  have  had  to 
do  with,  and  learn  who  is  to  answer  for  the  death  <A 
my  eemradc." 

*'That  shalt  thou  nflver  live  to  know  or  to  tell." 
answered  the  Knight.  "Get  thee  back  in  peace,  good 
fellow.'  If  we  were  fools  for  int^rrunffng  yonr  pas' 
saife,  we  have  had  the  worst,  for  Ihon  nf»8t  done  mors  * 
i4/il  than  tlie  lives  of  thou  and  thy  whole.  ban»l  ooulo 
rt'pay.— Nny,  if  thou  uitt  have  it,^'  (for  Queniin  now 
drew  his  sword,  and  advanced  on  Jiiin,)  "  take  it  with 
a  vengennce !" 

So  saying,  he  dealt  the  Scot  such  a  blow  on  the 
helmet,  as,""  till  thot  moment,  (though  bred  where 
goed  blows  were  plenty.)  he  had  onlv  read  of  m  ro 
mance.  It  descended  like  a  thunderbolt,  beating 
down  thecruard  which  the  young  soioier  had  raisen 
to  protect  his  h«ad,  and,  reaching  his  helmei  uf  proof, 
cut  it  ihronp^h  so  far  as  to  touch  his  hair,  bni  witnout 
fnrther  injury.;  while  Durward,  diazy,  stunned,  ana 
beaten  down  on  one  knee,  was  for  an  rnpfant  at  the 
nr>ercy  of  the  knighf,  had  it  pleased  him  to  ^^eeond  hw 
blow.  But  compassion  for  Qneulin's  yont!i,  or  admi» 
ration  of  his  courage,  or  a  generous  lore  of  fair  piay, 
made  him  withhold  from  takine  sueh  advrtniagci 
while  Durward,  collectiiiir  himself,  sprung  I'p  and  at 
tacked  his  antagonist  vitb  the  energ)*  of  ^ne  detor 
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mined  to  conqOer  or  die,  and  at  the  feame  time  with 
thd  presence  of  mind  necessary* for  fighting  the  quar- 
re\  out  to  the  beat  advantage.  RRSolved  not  again  to 
expoae  himself  to  such  drdAdful  blows  as  he  had  juf t 
iuetained,  he  employed  the  advantage  of  superior  agi- 
Ety,  increaaed  by  the  comparative  ughtDeas  of  his  ar- 
mour, to  haraaa  hie  antagoniatf  ^y  traversini^  on  all 
■idea,  with  a  suddenness  of  motion  and  rapidity  of 
attack,  against  whic^  the  knisht,  in  his  heavy  pano* 
ply,  founa  it  difficult  to  defend  himeelf  without  much 
Bitigue. 

It  was  in  Yain  that  this  generous  antagonist  called 
atoud  to  Quentin,  "  that  there  now  remained  no  cause 
of  fight  betwixt  them,  and  that  he  was  loath  to  be 
oonatrainod  lo  do  him  injury."  Listening  only  to  the 
suggestions  oSa  passionate  wish  to  redeem  the  shame 
of  lus  temporary  defeat*  Durwaid  continued  to  assail 
htm  with  the  rapidity  of  lightmn{;--now  menacing 
huu  with  the  edge^  now  with  the  point  of  his  sword— 
and  ever  keeping  such  an  eye  Oti  the  motioos  of  his 
opponent,  of  whose  superior  strength  he  had  had  ter- 
rible proo(  that  he  waa  ready  to  spring  backward,  or 
aside,  fh>m  under  the  blows  of  his  tremendous  wea- 
pon. 

"  Now  the  devil  be  with  thee  for  an  obstinate  and 
presumptuous  fool,"  muttered  the  koight. "  that  can- 
not be  quiet  till  thou  art  knocked  on  the  bead !"  So 
saying,  he  changed  his  mode  of  fighting,  collected 
himself  as  if  to  stand  on  the  defensive,  and  seemed 
contented  with  parrying,  instead  of  returning,  ^he 
plows  which  Cluentin  unceaainglyr  aimed  at  him,  with 
the  internal  resolution,  that  the  instant  when  either 
lass  of  breath,  or  any  false  or  careless  pass  of  the 
youn^  soHier,  should  give  an  opening,  he  would  put 
pn  eiid  to  the  fight  by  a  single  blow.  It  is  likely  he 
iTtight  have  succeeded  in  this  artful  policy,  but  Fate 
bad  ordered  it  otherwise. 

Tlie  duel  was  still  at  the  hottest,  when  a  large  partv 
of  horse  rode  up,  crying,  "  Hold,  in  the  King's  name !" 
Both  champions  stepped  back— and  Q,uentin  saw, 
with  surprise,  that  his  Captain,  Lord  Crawford,  was 
at  the  head  of  rlie  party  who  had  thus  interrupted 
their  combat.  There  was  also  Tristan  I'Hermite, 
%vith  two  or  three  of  his  followers  i  makingi  in  all, 
perhaps  twenty  horse. 
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»r  Bffpt  M  M  (OM  rae, 
iid«d  from  thote  dnead  nifieian. 
■h  war,  wlien  Isravl  dwalt  in  Oolh«B 
i  h«r  Pmphet— matchinf  rod 


H«wttaM»orEfn>tM)>«toUiM, 

And  one  deaeendad  froqi  thote  dnead  naff ei 

Who  waired  raah  \ 

With  bniel  and  ha 

Villi  iiii  tlie  Mn's  of  Levis— and  c 

J«4hnTnh'i  mirarJea-wiih  ioranUtionv, 

Till  upon  Errpt  came  tbeavenfine  Aofel, 

And  tiioae  pnwd  mtet  w«pt  for  their  nrat-born, 

At  wool  the  ttBletter'd  peaianL~iliuHi|nM«f. 

Thx  arrival  of  Lord  Crawford  and  his  guard  put  an 
immediate  end  to  the  engagement  wfakn  we  endea- 
voured to  describe  in  the  last  chapter;  and  the  Knight, 
throwing  off  his  helmeL  hastily  gave  the  old  loni  his 
sword,  saying.  "  Crawford,  I  render  myself— But  hi- 
ther—and lewd  rae  your  earr-a  word,  for  God's-sake— 
•a  ve  the  Duke  of  Orleans  r 

"How  ?~whw  ?— the  Duke  of  Orleans  I"  eiclaunc^I 
4he  Scottish  commander,—*'  How  came  this,  in  the 
frame  of  the  foul  fiend  1  It  will  ruin  the  callant  with 
the  King,  for  ever  and  a  day." 

"  Ask  no  questions,"  said  Dimois— for  it  was  no 
<Kher  than  he—"  it  was  all  my  fault.— See,  he  sdra. 
I  came  forth  but  to  have  a  snatch  at  yonder  damsel, 
and  make  myself  a  landed  and  a  married  man— and 
see  what  is  come  on't.  Keep  back  your  canaille— let 
no  man  look  upon  him."  SO  saying,  he  opened  the 
^isor  of  Orleans,  and  threw  water  on  his  feoe,  which 
was  afforded  by  the  ndgfabourtng  lake. 

Cluentin  Durward.  meanwhile,  stood  like  one  pla- 
net-struck :  so  fast  did  new  adventures  pour  in  upon 
him.  He  had  now,  as  tlie  pale  featurea  of  his  mat 
antagonist  assured  him,  borne  to  the  earth  the  first 
Prince' of  the  blood  in  France,  and  had  measured 
Bwor^fe  with  her  best  champion,  the  celebrated  Du- 
bois*—both  of  them  achievements  honourable  in 


themselves}  bat  wbdther  they  mWit  be  called  flsei 
service  to  the  Kin^  or  so  esieenied  by  bun,  was  a 
very  different  question. 

The  Duke  had  now  leooveied  his  breath,  and  wu 
able  to  ait  up  and  gtye  a<tteotion  to  what  paaaed  be- 
twixt Dunois  and  Crawford,  while  the  former  pleaded 
eagerly,  that  there  was  no  oocask>n  tooieiition  in  the 
matter  the  name  of  the  most  noble  Oneaqa,  whHe  be 
waa  ready  to  take  the  whole  blatne  on  his  own  skoi^ 
ders ;  apd  to  avouch  that  die  Duke  had  only  eonw 
thither  in  friendship  to  him. 

Lord  Crawford  continued  listening;  with  his  mi 
fixed  on  the  ground,  and  from  time  to  thne  he  n^ti 
and  shook  hts  head.  At  length  he  said  looking  19^ 
"Thou  knowest,  Dunois^  that  for  thy  ntber's  nkt, 
as  well  as  thme  own,  I  would  foD  lain  do  thee  astr- 
vice.'' 

**  it  is  not  for  myself  I  demand  anv  thui&"  answff* 
ed  Duneie.  '^HiOu  hast  my  sword,  andi  am  yov 
nrisoner— what  needs  mofol— Bat  h  is  for  tbia  mIIb 
Prince,  the  onlyhope  of  France,  if  God  aheuld all 
the  Dauphin.  jSe  only  came  hither  to  do  -me  a  fb- 
voui^m  aa  ^flort  to  m'ake  my  fortunfr-^m  a  mattv 
which  the  King  had  partly  eocooraged." 

*'Duooia,"  replied  CrawfonL  '*if  another  hid  loii 
me  thou  hadst  broqght  the  noble  Prinee  into  this  ]»> 
pudy  to  aerve  any  puipoae  of  thine  own,  I  bad  toU 
hhn  It  was  false.  And  now,  that  thou  dost  pflctcadai 
thyseli;  lean  hardly  believe  it  is  for  the  aaka  of  ^ndk- 
ing  the  truth." 

^^  Noble  Crawford,"  sakl  Orleans^  who  had  oowca- 
tirely  recovered  fit>m  hts  swoon,  *'  yon  are  too  Ska  ii 
character  to  vour  ftiend  Dunoia,  not  to  do  him  jusliei. 
It  was  mdeed  I  that  dragged  hun  hith«r^  mostoawi* 
1: — I.,   jjp^jj  jyjj  enterprise  of  hair-brained  — ^ 


suddenly  and  rashly  undertaken.— Look  on  oe  •■ 
who  win,"  he  added,  risinff  up  and  turning  to  the  sol' 
diery— "I  am  Louis  of  Orleans,  wiliinK  to  per  tfae  pe- 
nalty of  my  own  foUy.  I  trust  the  King  wi9  naif  uf 
displeasure  to  me,  as  is  but  just.— Meanwhile,  ai  a 
chud  of  France  must  not  (riye  up  h^  awordunay 
one— not  oven  to  you,  braveCrawtord— fiuetbcew, 
good  steeL" 

So  wymfs,  he  drew  his  sword  from  its  sedbbaid, 
and  flung  it  mto  the  lake.  It  went  through  die  air 
like  a  stream  of  Ughtoing,  and  sunk  in  the  flashiaf 
waters,  which  speedily  closed  over  it.  All  remaiBM 
standing  in  irresoln  Jon  and  astonishment,  so  hiili 
vras  the  rank,  and  so  much  esteemed  waa  the  cm* 
racter,  of  the  culprit:  while,  at  the  aame  thne^  d 
were  conscious  that  the  consequences  of  his  rash  cs- 
terprise^  considering  the  views  which  die  King  hsl 
upon  him,  were  likely  to  end  in  his  utter  niin. 

Dubois  was  the  first  who  spoke,  and  it  was  in  lb 
ehkling  tone  of  an  offended,  aad  distnisced  fri^d.*- 
"So I  your  Highness  hath  judged  it  fit  to  cast  amy 
your  best  sword,  in  the  same  mommg  vhen  it «« 
your  pleasure  to  fling  away  the  King's  tavoor,  and  » 
slight  the  friendship  of  Dunois  7" 

"  My  dearest  kinsman,"  ssid  the  Duke,  "  when  or 
how  waa  it  in  my  purpose  to  slight  your  fiiendiMft 
by  teUing  the  truth,  when  it  was  due  to  your  ssftiy 
and  my  honour?" 

*'What  had  you  to  do  with  my  safetv^  my  moil 
princely  cousin,  I  would  pray  to  know  T'  anawcsri 
Dunois  pufRy;— "What,  in  God't  nanw^  was  it  10 
you,  if  I  nad  a  mind  to  oe  hanged,  or  stFangM  or 
flung  into  the  Loire,  or  poniarded,  or  broke  on  tbs 
wheel,  or  hung  up  ahve  ui  an  iron  cage,  or  boned  afiia 
in  a  oaatle-fosse,  or  diaposed  of  in  any  other  way  ia 
which  it  might  pleaae  King  Louis  lo  get  rid  of  kif 
faithful  subject  7— <you  need  not  wink  and  frown,  aas 
point  to  Tristan  THermite— I  see  the  scoundrel  as 
well  as  you  do.)  But  it  woukl  not  have  atood  so  hari 
with  me— And  so  much  for  my  safety.    And  then  ibr 

rour  own  honour— by  the  bhish  of  saint  Magdidsaa 
think  the  honour  would  have  been  to  hare  misseB 
this  morning's  work,  or  kept  it  out  of  sigliL  Hoe 
baa  your  highness  got  yourself  imhorsea  by  a  wdi 
Scottish  boy." 

'*Tut,  tut!"  said  Lord  Crawford:  ** never  sbaaM 
his  Highness  for  that.  It  is  not  the  first  time  a  Scot- 
tish boy  hath  broke  a  good  lanoe— 1  am  glad  thayoaih 
hath  home  him  welt" 
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"  I  will  iay  nothinglo  the  contrary.". said  Di^nois  ;>  jected,  his  eves  fixed  on  the  ^rounds  and  his  heart 


«! 


"  ysL  h&d  your  Lordship  oonie  sometmag  later  than 
jou  aidj  there  might  have  been  a  vacancy  in  ytipi 
*V^  of  Archers."  ^ 

**Ay,  ay,"  answered  Lord  Crawford;  "I  can  read 
your  handwriting  in  that  cleft  morion.— Some  one 
iaiie  it  from  the  li^d,  and  give  him  a  bonnet,  which 
with  its  steel  lining.  w01  keep  his  head  better  than  that 
broken  loom.— And  let  me  tell  \'qur  Lordship,  that 
your  own  armour  of  proof  is  not  without  some  marks 
of  good  Scottish  handwriting.— But,  Punois,  I  must 
now  request  the  Duke  of  Oneans  and  you  to  take 
horse  and  accompany  me,  asl  }isveppwer  and  oom- 
■oiission  to  convey  vou  to  a  place  dincrent  from  that 
which  my  good  wiu  mig^t  assign  you." 

•*  May  1  not  speak  one  word,  nay  Lord  of  Crawford, 
to  vonqer  fair  ladies  1"  said  the  Diike  of  Orleai^s. 

*  Not  one  syllable,"  answered  Lord  Crawford  i  I 
«m  too  much  a  friend  of  your  Highness  to  permit; 
juch  an  act  of  folly."— ThfJi  addressing  Q.uentin,  he 
added,  "  You,  young  man-  have  done  your  duty.— Cfo 
on  to  obey  the  charge  with  which  you  are  intrusted." 
"  Under  favour,  iny  Lord,"  said  Tnstan,  with  his 
usual  brutality  of  manner.  '*  the  youth  must  find 
another  guide.  I  cannot  do  without  Pedt-Andr^ 
whim  there  is  so  like  to  be  business  on  hand  for  him.*' 
"  The  young  man,"  said  Petit-Andr^.  now  coming 
forward,  "has  only  to  k^p  the  path  which  lies 
straight  before  him.  and  it  will  conduct  him  to  a 
ilace  where  he  will  find  the  man  who  is  to  act  as 
J  is  guide.—!  would  n<n  for  a  thousand  ducats  be  ab- 
jent  fi-om  my  Chief  this  d9,y  I  I  have  hanged  knights 
juid  squires  many  a  one,  and  wealthy  Echevins,  and 
burgomasters  to  boot— even  counts  and  marquisses 
•have  tasiU  of  my  handy- work— but,  a-humph"— 
-He  looked  at  the  Duke,  as  if  to  intimate  that  he 
would  have  filled  up  the'btank,  with  "a  Prince  of  the 
slood  I"— '*  Ho,  ho,  ho!  Petit  Andr^,  thou  wilt  be 
/ead  of  in  Chronicle !" 

"Do  you  permit  your  ruffians  to  hold  such  language 
iu  such  a  presence  7"  said  Crawford,  looking  sternly 
lo  Tristan. 

"  Why  do  you  not  correct  him  yourseK;  my  lord  T 
.wud  Tristan,  sullenly. 

**  Because  thy  hand  is  the  only  one  in  this  conipa- 
,^Y  that  can  beat  hinv,  without  being  degraded  by 
such  on  action." 

"Then  rule  your  own  mcn^  my  Lord,  and  I  p^iU- 
oe  answerable  for  mine,"  said  the  Provost-ltfarsHnl. 
Lord  Crawford  seemed  about  to  give  a  passionate 
reply ;  but,  as  if  he  had  thought  better  ,of  it  turned 
his  back  short  upon  Tristan^  and  requesting  the  Duke. 
,«f  Orleans  and  Dunois  to  nde  one  on  either  hand  of 
him,  he  made  a  signal  of  adieu  to  the  ladies,  and  said 
Co  Gtuentin,  *  GoOless  thee,  my  child;  thou  hast  be- 
gun thy  service  valiantly,  though  in  an  unhappy 
cause."  He  was  abo}^  to  go  off— when  Uuennn 
could  hear  Dunois  whisper  to  Crawford, "  Do  you 
carry  us  to  Ple88is7" 

"No,  my  unhsfw  and  rash  flriend,"  answered 
Crawford,  with  a  skji;  "  to  Loches." 

•*To  Loches :"  The  name  of  a  castle,  or  rather 
prison,  yet  more  dreaded  than  Plessis  itself,  fell  like 
•  death-toll  upon  the  ear  of  the  young  Scotchman.— 
He  had  heard  it  described  f  s  a  place  destined  to  the 
vv'orkings  of  those  secret  acts  of  cruelty  with^which 
ev«n  Louis  shamed  to  pollute  the  interior  of  his  own 
residence.  There  were  m  this  place  of  terror  dungeons 
tin  dor  dungeons,  9ome  ^f  theiK  unknpwn  even  to  the 
keepers  themselves ;  living  graves,  to  which  men  were 
consigned,  with  littlehopeof  ituther  employment  du- 
ring the  rest  of  their  life,  than  to  breathe  iraoure  air, 
and  f<?ed  on  bread  and  water.  At  tliis  formidable  castle. 
were  also  those  dreadful  plaoes  of  oonfinemeol  called 
cagtit,  in  which  the  wretched  prisoner  could  neither- 
•land  uprigjtt,  nor  streteh  himself  at  length,  an  hi- 
vention,  n  is  said,  of  the  Cardmal  Balue.*  It  is  no 
wfonder  that  the  nama  of  this  place  of  horrors,  and 
tlic  consciousness  that  he  had  been  partly  the  nieans 
of  dispatching  thither  two  such  illustrious  victims, 
•truck  so  much  sadness  into  the  heart  of  the  young 
dcot,  that  he  rode  for  sime  time  with  his  head  de- 
•  \r\M  hinusir  tBmuited  oq^  •f.  Hiots  dcM>|br  mora  Umd 
aiviTMrwi.  as 


filled  with  the  most  painful  reflections. 

As  he  was  now  again  at  the  head  of  the  little  troop, 
and  pursuing  the  road  which  had  been  pointed  out 
to  him.  the  Lady  Hameune  had  an  opportunity  to 
say  to  him,— 

Methinks,  fair  sir,  ,you  reao-el  the  victory 'which 
your  gallantry  has  attained  ih^iir  behalf?" 

There  was  something  in  the  question  which  sound- 
ed like  irodv,  but  Quentin  had  tact  enough  to  answer 
simply  ana  with  sincerity.  ,     '' 

**l  can  regret  nothing  that  is  done  in  the  service  of 
such  ladies  as  you  are :  out,  methinks,  had  it  consisted 
with  your  Hafety,  I  had  rather  have  fallen  by  the  sword 
of  so  good  a  soldier  as  Dunois,  than*havc  been  the 
means  of  consigning  that  renowned  knight  and  his 
unhappy  chief,  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  to  j'onder  fearfiil 
dungeons." 

**It  wo*,  then,  the  Duke  of  Orleans,"  said  the  el- 
der Udy,  turning  to  her  nieca  "I  thought  so,  even 
at  the  distance  Irom  which  we  beheld  the  frpv.— Yohii 
see,  kinswoman,  what  we  might  have  been,  had  this 
sly  and  avaricious  monarch  permjtted  us  to  be  seen 
at  his  Court!  The  first  Prince  of  the  blo9d  of  Prano^ 
and  the  valiant  Dunois,  whose  name  b  known  as 
vnA&  a^  that  of  his  heroic  father— This  young  gentle- 
man did  his  devoir  bravely  and  well :  but  methink^ 
*tis  pity  that  he  did  not  succumb  with  honour,  smct 
his.  ill-^ vised  gallantry  has  stood  betwiit  us  and 
these  princely  rescuers." 

The  Countess  Isabelle  replied  in  a  firm  and  almost 
a  displeased  tone ;  with  an  energy,  in  short,  which 
Qnentin  had  not  yet  observed  her  use. 

"Madam,"  she  said,  "but  that  I  know  yon  jest  I 
would  say  your  speech  is  ungrateful  to  our  brtive  de- 
fender, to  whom  we  owe  mqre,  perhaps,  than  you  are 
aware  of.  Had  these  gentlemen  succeeded  so  far  in 
their  rash  enterprise  as  to  have  defeated  our  escort, 
is  it  not  still  evident,  that  on  t^e  arrival  of  the  ruyal 
guard,  we  must  have  shared  their  captivity  7  For 
my  own  part.  I  give  tears,  and  will  soon  bestow 
masses  on  the  brave  man  who  has  fallen,  and  I  trust," 
(she  contim^'  more  timidly,)  "  that  he  who  lives 
will  accept  my  gratefiil  thanks." 

As  Quentin  turned  his  face  towards  her,  to  rrrurn 
die,  fitting  acknowledgments,  she  saw,  the  blood 
which  streamed  down  on  one  side  of  his  fifice,  and 
exclaimed,  in  a  tonepf  deep  feeling,  "  Holy  Virgin, 
he  is  wounded!  he  oleeds !— Dismount,  sir,  and  let 
your  wound  be  bound  up." 

In  spit^  of  all  that  Durward  could  say  of  the  alight- 
ness  of  his  hurt  he  was  compelled  to  dismount,  and 
to  seat  himsetr  on  a  bank,  and  unfaelmet  hinisel( 
while  the  ladies  of  Croye^  who,  according  to  a  fashion 
not  as  yet  anticiuated.  pretended  to  some  knowledm 
of  leech-craft,  washed  the  wound,  stanched  tHi^  bloody 
and  bound  it  with  the  kerchief  of  the  youn^  Coun- 
tess, in  order  to  exclude  the  au",  for  so  dieir  practice 
prescribed^ 

In  modem  times,  gallants  seldom  or  noer  taka 
wounds  for  Indies'  sake,  and  daipsels  on  dbeir  side 
never  meddle  with  the  cure  of  wounds.  Each  has,  a 
danger  die  less.  That  which  the  men  escape  will 
be  generally  acknowledgi^d ;  but  the  peril  of  dressing 
such  a  slight  wound  as  rliai  of  Quentin' s,  which  in- 
volved nothing  formidable  or  dangerous,  was  per- 
haps as  real  in  its  way  as  the  risk  of  encountering  iL 

We  have  already  said  the  patient  was  eminently 
handsomie ;  and  the  removal  ofhis  helmet^  or,  mora 
properly,'  ofhis  morion,  had  suncred  hii»  fair  locks  to 
escape  in  profusion,  around  a  countenance  in  whidh 
the  hilarity  or  youth  was  qualified  by  a  blush  of  mo- 
desty at  once  and  pleasure.  And  then  the  feelings  of 
the  younger  Countess,  when  compelled  to  hold  tho 
kerchief  to  the  wound,  while  her  aunt  sought  in  thetr 
baggage  for  some  vulnerary  remedy,  were  mini^sd  at 
once  \(ntb  a  sense  of  delicacy  and  embarrassment :  a 
thrill  of  pity  for  the  paticntT  and  of  gratitude  for  Kis 
services,  which  cxae|gera(ea,  in  her  eyes^  his  good 
mien  and  handsome  foatures.  In  short,  this  incident 
seomed  intended  by  Kate  to  complete  the  mysterious 
communication  which  she  had,  by  many  petty  and 
apparently  accidental  circumstances,  established  be- 
twftit  two  persons,  who,  though  far  different  in  rao|i 
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tnd  fortune,  strongly  resembled  each  other  in  youth; ' 
boftifty,  and  the  romantic  tenderness  of  an  affection- 
ate disposition.  It  was  i^o  wonder,  therefore,  that 
from  this  moment  the  thoughts  of  the  Countess  Isa- 
bdlc,  already  so  famiUar  to  his  imagination,  should 
beoome  paramount  in  Quen tin's  bosom,  nor  that  if 
the  maiden^B  feelings  ^ere  of  a  less  decided  character, 
at  least  so  far  as  known  to  herself^  she  should  think 
of  her  young  defender,  to  whom  she  had  kist  render- 
ed a  service  so  interesting,  with  more  e#>tion  than 
of  any  of  the  whole  band  of  high-born  nobles  who 
had  for  two  years  past  besic^  nerwith  their  adora- 
tion. Above  all,  when  the  thought  of  Campo-Baseo, 
the  unworthy  favourite  of  Duke  Charley'  with  his  hy- 
pocritical mien,  his  base,  treacherous  spirit,  his  wry 
neck,  and  his  squint^  occurred  to  her,  his  portrait  was 
more  disgustingly  hideous  than  ever,  and  deeply  did 
the  resolve  no  tyranny  should  make  her  enter  into 
80  hatefol  a  union. 

In  the  meantime,  whether  the  good  Lady  Hame- 
luie  of  Croye  understood  and  admired  masculine 
pc^utyias  much  as  when  she  was  fifteen  years  young- 
er, (for  tRe  good  Countess  was  at  leiwt  thirty-five,  if 
|be  records  of  that  noble  house  speak  the  troth,)  or 
whether  she  thought  she  had  done  their  young  pro- 
tector less  justice  than  she  ought,  in  the  first  view 
which  she  had  taken  of  his  services^  it  is  certain  that 
he  beffan  to  find  favour  in  her  eyes. 

**My  niece."  she  said,  "has  bestowed  on~  you. a 
kerchief  for  the  binding  of  your  wound ;  I  will  give 
you  one  to  grace  your  gallantry,  and  to  enopurage 
you  in  your  farther  progress  in  chivalry." 

So.aayuig,  she  g[ave  nim  a  richly  embroidered  ker- 
chief ofDiue  and  sdver,  and  pointing  to  the  housing 
of  her  palAey,  and  the  plumes  in  her  riding-cap,  de- 
mrea  hmi  to  observe  that  the  colours  were  the  same. 

The  fashion  of  the  time  preiicribed  one  absolute 
mode  oC  receiving  such  a  favour,  which  Quentin  fol- 
lowed accordinglyi  by  tying  the  napkin  round  his 
arm ;  yet  his  manner  of  acknowledgment  had  more 
of  awkwardness,  and  less  of  gallantry  in  it,  than 
perhaps  it  might  have  had  at  another  time,  and  'm 
another  presence ;  for  though  the  wearHig  of  a  lady's 
favour,  given  in  such  a  manner,  was  merely  matter 
of  general  compliment  he  would  .much  rather  have 
preferred  the  right  of  displaying  bn  his  arm  that 
which  bound  the  woimd  mmctcd  by  the  sword  of 
Dunois.  dj 

Meantime  they  continued  thoir  pilgrimage,  Quentin 
now  riding  abreast  of  the  ladies,  into  whose  societv 
he  8«emea  to  be  tacitly  adopted.  He  did  not  speak 
much,  however,  being  filled  by  the  silent  conscious- 
ness of  happiness,  which  is  aiVaid  of  giving  too  strong 
.vent  to  its  feelings.  The  Countess  Isabelle  spoke 
still  less,  so  that  the  conversation  was  chiefly  carried 
on  by  tlie  I4dy  Hameline,,  who  showed  no  inclina- 
tion tv  let  it  drop ;  for,  to  initiate  the  young  Archer, 
as  she  said,  into  the  principles  and  practice  of  chivalry, 
ahe  detailed  JO  him,,  at  full  lengtli,  the  Passage  of 
Arms  at  Hamnghem^  where  she  had  distributed  the 
prizes  among  the  victors.  ' 

Not  much  interested,  I  am  sorry  to,  say,  in  the  d^ 
acripiion  of  thfs  splendid  scene,  or  in  the  heraldic 
bearings  of  the  different  Flemish  and  German  knights, 
which  the  lady  blazoned  with  pitiless  accuracy. 
<tuentin  began  to  entertain  some  alarm  lest  he  should 
bfive  passed  the  place  where  his  guide  was  to  join 
him— a  most  serious  disaster,  and  from  which,  should 
it  really  have  taken  place,  the  very  wotkt  conse« 
queiices  were  to  be  apprehended. 

While  he  hesitated  wbetlier  it  would  be  better  to 
•end  back  one  of  his  followers,  to  see  whether  this 
might  not  be  the  case,  he  beara  the  blast  of  a  horn, 
and  looking  b  *he  direction  from  which  the  sound 
came,  beheld  a  horseman  riding  very  fast  towards 
.Iheni.  The  low  size,  and  wiloT  shaggy;  untrained 
ataie  of  the  animal,  reminded  Q,uentin  of  the  moun- 
tain oreed  of  horses  in  hie  own  counOY ;  but  this 
was  mnch  more  finely  litnbcd,  and,  with  the  same 
appearance  of  hardinesa,  was  more  rapid  in  its  move- 
ments. The  head  particulariv.  which,  in  the  Scot- 
tish puny,  is  o^en  lumpish  ana  heavy,  was  small  and 
well  placed  in  the  neck  of  this  animal,  with  thin  j^ws, 
^rlHpaikling  eyei,  and  expanded  nostrils. 


The  rider  was  even  morewigular  in  faia  a. . .  _ 

than  the  horse  which  he  rod^^tfaougn  that  wai 

tremety  unlike  the  boraea  of  France.  Although  he 
mantgcd  his  palfrey  with  great  dexterity,  he  sat  with 
his  feet  in  broad  stirrups,  something  resemblcog 
shovels,  BO  short  in  the  leatnersL  that  his  knees  were 
"^eUnigh  as  high  as  the  pommel  of  hia  saddle.  Hs 
dress  was  a  ted'  turban  of  small  size,  in  which  he 
wore  a  sullied  plume,  secured  by  a  clasp  of  silver ;  hit 
tunic,  which  was  shaped  like  those  of  the  Estr&dioti^ 
(a  sort  of  troops  whom  the  Yen^tians  at  that  ijbm 
levied  in  the  provinoea,  on  the  eastern  nde  of  thar 
gulf)  was  green  in  colour,  and  tawdrily  laoed  with 
gold;  he  wore  very  wide  drawers  or  trowsera  d 
white,  though  none  of  the  cleanest,  which  gathered 
beneath  the  knee,  and  his  swarthy  lea  were  quita 
bare,  unless  for  the  complicated  laces  which  bound  a 
pair  of  sandals  on  bis  feet ;  he  had  no  spurs,  the  edgs 
of  his  large  stirrups  being  ao  shanl  as  \o  serve  la 
goad  the  horse  in  a  very  severe  manner.  In  a  cnm- 
sqn  sash  this  singular  norseman  wore  a  duser  ea 
the  right  side,  andon  the  lefta  short  crooked  Moorah 
sworn  t  and  by  a  tarnished  baldric  over  the  shodder 
hung  the  bom  which  announced  his  approacn.  Ht 
had  a  swarthy  and  sun-burnt  visage,  with  a  ths 
beard,  and  piercing  dark  eyes,  a  well-formed  moutfi 
and  nose,  and  other  f^amres  which  miffht  have  been 
pronounced  handsome^  ,but  for  the  biack  elf-locks 
which  hung  around  his  face,  and  the  air  of  wiMiieBS 
and  emaciation^  which  rathei  seemed  to  indicate  a 
savage  than  a  civilized  man. 

"  He  also  is  a  Bohemian  !^'  said  the  ladies  to  each 
other ;  "  Holy  Mary,  will  the  King  again  i^aee  coo- 
fidenee  in  these  outcasts?'* 

"  I  wilt  question  the  man,  if  it  be  yoan-  pleasmt;* 
said  Qucntm,  "and  assure  myself  of  his  fiddtiyasl 
best  may." 

Dm^ard,  as  vroll  as  the  ladies  of  Croye^  had  is- 
cognised  in  this  man*s  dress  and  appeaiaoee:  db 
habit  and  the  manners  of  those  vagrants  with  wmmd 
he  had  nearly  been  confounded  by  the  hastt  pro- 
ceedings of  Trois-Eschelles  and  Petit- Andr6 ;  aad  he, 
too,  entertained  Terynktural  apprehensions  caoaat^ 
ing  .the  risk  of  reposing  trust  m  one  of  that  vagnn 
race. 

'*  Art  thou  come  hither  to  seek  usl"  was  his  fiivt 
ition. 

e  stranger  nodded. 
'  And  for  what  purpose  1" 

**  To  guide  you  to  the  palace  of  him  of  Uege. 

"Of  the  Bishop?"  ^^ 

The  Bohemian  again  nodded. 

"  What  token  canst  th<ni  give  me,  that  we  shodd 
yield  credence  to  thee  T* 

"Even  the  old  rhyme,  and  no  other,"  ansrwend 
the  Bohemian,— 


"  The  paMslew  tiM  botr. 
Th«  p«er  htd  the  globe.*' 


Lead  on,  gWM 


"A  true  token,"  said  Quentin  ^  l.c»u  vh,  «m 
fpllow— I  wHl  speak  ikrther  with  thee  presently. 
Then  falling  bacK  to  the  ladies,  he  said,  I  am  con 
vinced  this  ma^  is  the  guide  we  are  to  ejtpect,  for  hs 
hath  brought  me  a  pass- word,  known,  I  tfiink^  but  is 
the  King  and  me.  But  I  wiU  discouise  with  ban  ftf- 
ther,  and  endeavour  to.  ascertain  how  far  he  b  to  ha 
trusted." 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

turn  VAOSAlfT. 

I  am  at  free  ae  Natare  flret  made  ann. 
Ere  Uie  beie  laws  of  aenritiHebefan, 
Wheo  wild  in  woode  die  noble  Hvago  ran. 


Wnxts  Quenthi  held  the  brief  commonication  t 

the  ladies,  necessary  to  assure  them  that  this  earn* 
ordinary  addition  to  then  party  was  the  guide  whom 
they  were  to  expect  on  the  King's  part,  he  iiotioed» 
(fur  he  was  as  alert  ip  observing  the  motions  of  ihm 
stranger,  aa  the  Bohemian  could  be  on  his  part,)  that 
the  man  not  only  tamed  his  head  as  far  back  as  hm 
could,  to  peer  at  them,  but  that,  with  a  smgular  sort 
of  agdity,  more  resembUng  that  of  a  raonkay  ihaa  •! 


Cair:  XVt] 


MUMiN  BCRWAHD. 


a  mm,  he  bkd  <6ra«v«d  bis  whdie  |Mn»n  troimd  on 
the  saddle,  so  as  to  aft  almost  addong  upon  the 
horse,  for  the  convenienoak  as  it  seemed,  of  watching 
them  more  afCentiTelr. 

Not  greatly  pleased  with  this  manauvre^  doendn 
rode  up  to  the  Bohemian,  and  said  to  htm,  as  he  sud- 
denly assumed  his  proper  position  on  the  horse,  **  Me- 
ihinks,  friend,  you  will  prove  but  a  blind  ^uide^  if  you 
lOcil^  at  the  taifof  your  hone  rather  than  his  ears. ' 

''And  if  I  were  actually  blind,"  answered  the  Bohe- 
mian, "I  could  not  the  lessguideyou  through  anyooan< 

-  irjr  in  this  realm  of  Franca  or  in  thoee  adjoining  to  it.'* 

**  Yet  you  are  no  Frenchman  bom,"  said  tno  Scot. 
"I  am  not,"  ans\^'ered  the  guide. 
**What  oountryman,  then,  are  yoaf  demanded 
Queniin. 
**  I  am  of  no  country,"  answered  the  gnide.  . 

-  •*  How !  of  nd  country  T  repeated  the  Scot 
"No,"  answered  the  Bohemian,  "of  none;  I  am  a 

ZingaiV),  a  Bohemian^  an  Egyptian,  or  whatever  the 
BufOpeena,  in  their  different  languages,  may  choose 
to  call  our  people  t  but  I  h$ve  no  country." 

"  Areyon  a  Ohristian  ?"  asked  the  Scotchman. 

The  Bohemian  shook  his  head. 

'*Dog!"  said  Quentin,  (for  there  was  little  tolera- 
tion in  the  spirit  of  Cadiohcismin  those  days,)  "dost 
thou  worshQ)  Mahoun  ?" 

"No,"  was  the  indifierent  and  concise  answer  of 
the  guide,  who  neither  seemed  offended  or  suipiisad 
at  the  young  man's  violence  of  manner. 

"Are  you  a  Pagan,  then,  or  what  are  you  V 

"I  have  no  religion,"*  answered  the-Bohemjan. 

Dnrward  tftarted  back;  for  though  he  had  heard  of 
Saracens  and  Idolaters,  it  had  never  entered  into  his 
ideas  or  belief,  that  any  body  of  men  conU  eziat  who 
practised  no  mode  of  worship  Mfhatever.  He  teco- 
vered  from  his  astonishment,  toadc  his  goide  where 
he  usually  dwelt. 

"  Whewver  I  chance  to  be  ibr  the  time,"  replied  ll  e 
'  Bohemian.    "  I  have  no  home." 

"  How  do  you  guard  your  property  1" 

"  Excepting  the  clothes  which  I  wear,  and  the  hdrse 
I  ride  on,  I  have  no  property." 

"  Yet  yon  dress  gayly,  and  ride  gallantly,"  said  Dur- 
ward.    "  What  are  your  means  of  stibsistence." 

'*Teat  when  I  am  hungry,  drink  when  I  am  thirsty, 
and  have  no  other  means  of  subsistence  than  chance 
throws  in  my  way/'  replied  the  vagabond. 

'  KOiglonofeu  Bohmtans  ~It  was  a  remarfcablo  fetUm  in  the 
e|)aniel0r  of  than  wamleron,  that  fhejr  did  not,  like  Ute  Jewt, 
whom  Uic7  othrrwiM  reaambled  in  eome  particulan,  poMen  or 
profow  any  particular  ralirion,  wlietbex  in  farm  or  princiale.-> 


They  readily  cooformod,  as  br  a»  mifhjl  be  reuuirod.  with  ^he 
ntlifrion  ot  any  country  m  whir.h  they  napjicnQd  to  snjotlm.  nor 
did  Ihef  evek-  practtad  it  more  than  was  demanded  or  Uiem.    It 


u  certain  that  in  bidia  ther  embraced  neiUier  tito  leiwU  of  the 
religion  of  Bramah,  nor  or  Mahomet.  They  h«ro  heooe  beep 
considered  aa  beloiuioK  to  the  outcast  East  Indian  tribes  of 
Nutiior  P»rria».  Th<>ir  want  ofreliiriiMi  in  supplied  by  a' Irood 
deal  of  sapentitioa.  Sueii  of  their  ritual  aa  ean  be  diaedrorad, 
irr  example  thai  t«looein«  to  fnam««e,  is  mvaye  io  Uia  aitreme, 
and  fBMmblta  ttie  customs  of  tiio  Hottentots  more  tlian  of  any 
civihrcd  people.  They  adopt  various  obrarvancps.  picked  up 
Tfom  the  rclinon  of  the  co<mtry  in  which  they  live.  It  is,  or 
rattier  waa,  the  eaabm  of  the  tribea  on  the  Borders  of  Boanind 
and  Sootland,  to  attfibttta  suocens  to  ihoM  journey*  which  are 
commenced  by  passme  through  the  parish  cliurch  :  aod  they 
tfsuaUy  try  to  obtain  permission  (Vom  the  bendlb  to  do  so  «hen 
Dm  (4ittn;h  ia  empty,  for  the  performance  of  divine  aarviee  is 
not  considered  as  essontial  to  the  omen.  Ther  ace,  therefore, 
totally  devoid  of  any  eAeetual  aeuse  of  ralit^ioii ;  and  the  hiaher, 
(K  more  instnictcd  claaAr  may  be  consictored  as  Acknowtodctor 
HO  deity  save  those  of  fipietinpi,  and  sach  is  descnbed  i  ' 
the  faitb«  nr  no  fahh,  of  Hayraddin  Mau^rabiR. 
I  may  here  take  notice,  that  nothtpfir  tit  more  dii 


iaativioable 
reed  to  folk 


tliis  indolent  and  vnluptuou*'  people,  titan  beinc  forced  to  follow 
anjr  re^lar  profe«#lon.  When  Pari*  was  ganiooned  by  the 
AlliMl  troops  in  the  year  1819,  th«  author  \raa  walkiaa  with  a 


Bri  tilth  aAIeer,n 


year  1819,  tb«  author  \raa  walkiaa  wi 
a  tiost  held  bytiw  Prnsstan  troope.  Habap- 


pemid  air  tlio  time  to  smoke  a  oinr,  and  was  abttur  while  paas- 
Ins  ili»  Bcoiinel,  to  take  ituutofTii»moutfi,  in  compliance  witha 
central  rt^fulation  to  that  effect,  wht^n  irrpntfy  tu  the  astoMiSh- 
passemrera;  the  soidfer  addresseit  ihem  in  these 


"g^vokennk  imm$rffu;  werdamt  tsf  4»r  fvwnMni 
t  /"  tbat  49,  "  Smoke  awajr ;  may  Uie  PnuKiao  lerviee  be 
a— -<l  J^  , Upon  lookitif  cSonely  at  tlia  man,  lie  seemed  plainly 
to  iNt  a  xi^tKner,  or  ^ipsy.  who  took  this  methnri  of  expreeainf 
kia  deiaslatiOB  of  tlia  dviy  iaspoaed  on  him.  Wheti  tha  f iak  he 
nm  by  deiNf  ao  is  n>nsidefe(l.  it  will  be  feiuitf  to  ar«M  a  deep 
degree  of  didike  whicli  ould  make  him  commit  uinisalf  ao 
unwarily.  If  he  had  Seen  overheard  by  a  W'rccant  or  eorporal, 
the  pntgtt  would  have  been  the  aligfiiaat  iaafruihcet  tff  ituaish- 


"  Under  whose  laws  do  tm  liv^r*. 

"I  acknowledge  obetlience  to  tione,  but  as  it^uils 
my  pleasareor  my  neeessitiea,"  said  the  Bohemian^' 
Who  is  yoitr  leader,  and  commands  you  V 

"  The  Father  of  our  tribe~if  I  choose  to  obey  him,*' 
said  the  guide—"  otherwise  I  have  no  commander. 

**  You  are  then,"  said  the  wondering  querist,  "desli- 
tute  of  all  that  other  men  arscombinea  by<~you  have 
no  law,  no  leader,  no  settled  means  of  subaistenoe, 
no-  house,  or  homei  You  bavie,  may  Heaveri  Com- 
passionate you,  no  countiy-^nd,  may  Heaven  ea- 
' lighted  and  forgive  you,  you  have  oo  God— What  ia 
it  that  remains  to  you,  deprived  of  govemnisnt,  do- 
mestic happiness^  and  relimon  7" 

"I  have  liberty,''  said  the 'Bohemian— "I  cioueh 
to  no  one'-obey  no  one— respect  no  one.— I  go  when 
1  will— live  as  I  can— and  die  when  my  day  comes." 

"  But  you  are  subject  to  instant  ezecucion,  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Judge  T' ' 

"  Be  it  so,"  returned  the  Bohemian ;,"  I  can  but  die 
so  much  the  sooner." 

''And  to  imprisonment  also,"  said  the  Scot;  '*  and 
wheie  then  is  your  boasted  freedomT' 

*^In  my  thouehta."  said  the  Bohemian, "  which  no 
chains  can  bindj  whileyours^  even  when  your  iimba 
arefrec^  zemaiQ  Mttered  oy  your  laws  and  y^ii^  super- 
stitions^ your  dreama  of  local  attachmenL  and  yofr 
fantastic  viaionscf  civil  policy.  Such  as  I  am  tiee  m 
spirit  when  our  limbs  are  cbamed^You  are  impristw- 
ed in  mind,  even  when  yourlimbaasemostatfxeedom/' 

"Yet  thefreed^ra  of  your  tbooghta,"  aaid  the  Scot, 
"  relieves  not  the  presstu^of  the  gyves  onyour  limbs.*' 

**Fbr  a -brief  time  that  may  be  endured'*  anSArered 
the  vagrant :  "  and  if  within  that  period  1  cannot  ex- 
tricate mysal^  and  fail  of  relief  from  ray  oomrades,  I 
can  alwaya  diiB,  and  death  is  the  noat  perfect  fiwdom 
of  all." 

There  vras  »  deep  pause  of  acme  duration,  which 
Cluentin  at  length  broke  by  resuming  hiaqueiiea. 

'^Yciun  ia  a  wandering  race,  unknawn  to  the  na- 
tions of  Europe^Whence  do  they  derive  their  origin?" 

"I  may  not  tell  you,'*  answered  the  Bohemian. 

'"  When  will  they  relieve  this  kingdom  from  their 
presence,  and  retunt  to  the  land  from  whence  they 
came.'?"  said  the  Scot. 

"  When  the  day  of  their  iHlgrimage  shall  be  accom- 
plished," repli^  his  vagrant  guide. 

"Areyon  no teprang from  those  tribeeof  Israeli  which 
were  carried  into  captivity  beyond  the  great  river  Eu- 

Cites?"  said. Uuentm,  who  had  hot  fbigotten  the 
which  had  been  taaght  fahn  at  Abeibrothidi. 

"  Had  we  been  ao,"  answered  the  Bohemian,  "  we 
had  fbih>wiM  their  faith,  and  practised  their  rites." 

"  What  is  thine  own  name?"  aaid  Diirward. 

*'  My  proper  name  is  only  known  to  nqr  brethie»^ 
The  men- beyond  oiv  tents  catt  me  Hayraddin  Maii- 
grabin,  that  is,  Hayraddin  the  African  Moor." 

"  Thou  spealu»t  too  well  for  one  who  hath  lived 
always  intny  filthy  faovde^"  'soid  the  Scot 

"I  have  learned  some  of  the  knowledge  of  thip 
land,"  said  Hayraddm.— "When  I  was  a  little  boy, 
our  tribe  waa  chased  bjr  the  hunters  after  humto 
flesh.  An  crrow  went  throush  my  mother,  a  hefld» 
and  alie^died.  i  was  entangled  in  the  blanket  on 
her  shouklers,  and  was  taken  by  the  pur8uefft.,-A 
priest  begged  me  from  the  Provost's  archem,  afid 
trained  me  n^*  in  Prankish  learning  for  two  or  tfalea 
years-*'  * 

*'How  came  you  to  part  with  him?"  demanded 
Durward. 

'*I  stole  money  from  him— even  the  God  which  be 
worshipped," '  answered  Hayraddin,  with  peifect 
oompesure ;  "  he  detected  me,  and  beat  me— I  stabbed 
him  with  my  knife,  fled  to  the  woodei  Siid  was  agsia 
united  to  iftv  people." 

"Wretch !"  aan.  Durward,  "  did  you  murder  your 
beneftctdr?"  '         ^ 

"  What  had  he  to  do  to  burden  me  with  hie  bene- 
fits ?— The  Zinfaro  boy  was  no  hou0»>bred.cur,  !• 
dog  thoiieels  of  his  master,  and  eroueh  beneath  his 
mows,  fer  aesapa  of  fMd'-^He  waa  the  impfkooed 
woif-whelp,  which  at  the  first  opportnnky  btoke  hie 
chain,  nnoad  hia  maater,  andiDtinn^  to  his  wildet 


There  was  another  wilier  vriieb  the  rcnhg  Scot, 
mitk^  Tieir  of  atiU  farther  iaveacigBtiEig  Om  eharecter 
and  pnipoae  of  thia  auepidoos  fluid&  aaked  Haynd- 
din,  "whether it  waa  not  true  that  hie  people,  amid 
their  igDONDce,  |>Tetended  to  a  knowledge  of  futurity, 
which  was  not  given  to  the  aa^es.  pbiloaopherB,  and 
dhrinea,  of  more  poUahed  aociety  V* 

'*  We  pretend  to  it,''  aaid  Hayraddin,  "and  it »  with 
luatice." 

'^How  can  it  be,  thatao  high  a  gift  ia  beatowadon 
ao  abject  a  raoeT'^aaid  QnentiB. 

'Can  I  teU  yuV*  anawered  Harraddin^**  Yea,  I 
nay  indeed;  but  it  ia  when  you  ahaM  explain  to  me 
why  the  dog  can  trace  the  footatepa  of  a  man,  while 
man,  the  nobka animal,  hath  not  power  to  trace  Ihoee 
«f  the  dOjg:.  Theae  powera,  which  aeem  to  youao 
wonderfuCaiie  inatinotive  in  our  read  From  the  linta 
•on  thaiaea  and  on  the  hand,  we  oaa  tell  the  future 
fate  of  those  who  consult  u&  even  aa  auiely  aa  you 
'kn^w  tem  thmbioaadm  of  thetne  in  spring,  what 
fruit  it  will  bear  in  the  harveat.*'       ^   , 

'*I  doubt  olf  your  knowledge^  and  defJFTOato  thd 
prtwf." 

'^Defy  me  not,  Sir  Sqiare,"  said  Hayraddis  Mau- 
gmbin~"I  ean  tall  von,  that,  aay  what  you  will  of 
yottr  religion^  the  Ooodeaa  whomTou  womhip  lidea  in 
thte  company." 

**Peaool"aaid<lueiitin,maaton]^ina0t;  **onthy 
Ml,  pot  a  word  fiurther,  hot  in  anawer  lo  what  I  aak 
theew-Canst  thou  be  faithfiiir' 

'^I  C8ii>~^l  men  can,"  aaid  tfar  Bohemian. 

<* But tpitt  thou befuthfril r* 
i     *'  Wonldst  thou  believia  ana  the  aoora  ahonld  I  awear 
4t^"  answered  MAUgrabin,  with  a  aneexs. 
'    *'  T^T  life  ia  in  my  hand,"  aaid  the  young  Soot 
'     " Stnke, 4wd aea  wtothar Ifear  io  die,"  anawered 
the  Bohemian.         ,      .  

vvra  money  randev  thae  a  tmaty  gudeT'  de- 
manded Ddrward. 

'*If  I  be  not«ueh  withont  it,  No,"  mphed  the  heathen. 

*'Th€tt  what  wiU  bind  theeT'  aaked  the  Scot. 

**jaiidneai,"  replied  the  Bohemian. 

"  Shall  I  awear  to  ahow  thee  aneh,  if  thoa  arttrue 
floide  to  aa  on  this  pilgrimaffB  V 

"No,"  replied  Hayraddin,  "it  were  oitnTagant 
waste  of  a  commodity  ao  lara.  To  thee  I  am  bound 
already." 

^ Bowf  egnkimad  Dorward,  mora ampfiaed  than 
e^er. 

**  Remember  the  cheatnut^treea  on  the  banka  of  the 
Cher!  The  vioiiin,  wimae  bodv  thou  didat  cot  down, 
waa  my  brother,  Zamet,  the  Btangrabin." 

"And  yet."  aaid  Qnenitm,  "  I  find  you  iboorreapond- 
ence  with  thoae  vary  oflkoen  by  whom,  your  brother 
waa  done  to  deaths  for  it  waa  one  of  tnem  who  di- 
•veeted  me  where  to  meet  with  jott**the  aame^  doubt- 
leaa,  who  proeuied  yonder  ladiea  ytnir  aerfioea  aa  a 


'What  oan  we  do?"  anawered  Hayraddin,  a^aa- 

-  H^— "Theae  mett  deal  with  ua  as  the  sheep-doga  do 

,  with  the  flock  f  they  protect  ua  for  .a  while,  drive  ua 

liMier  and  thitner  at  their  nleaaofe^  and  alwaya  end 

^y  gmding  ua  to  the  ahambiea."<      i 

ifiientin-  bad  aflerwaitla  oooaaion  to  learn  that  the 
Bohen^  spoke  truth  in  thia  particular,  and  that  the 
Provaat-goaid,  employed  to  suppress  the  vagabond 
Handa  by  whioh  the  kingdom  waa  mfeated,  entertamed 
correapondence  among  them,  and  forbore,  for  a  cer- 
:  tain  thne,  the  exeeeiae  of  their  doty,  which  alwaya  at 
iaat  ended  in  conducting  their  allies  to  the  gallows. 
Thia  ia  a  aort  of  political  TBlattion  between  tnief  and 
officer^  for  the  profitable  exerdae  of  their  mutnal  pro- 
ftaiiona,  which  haa  auDaiated  in  all  countries^  and  ia 
•  hf  no  raeana  unknown  to  our  own. 

Durward,  parting  from  the  gnidb,  fell  back  to  the 
'  TCtt  of  the  velinue.  very  iktle  aatbfied  with  the  cha- 
racter df  Hayraddin,  and  entertaining  little  confi- 
4lanoa  in  the  pnofeasiona  of- gratitude  which  he  had 
>  peaaonallv  made  tc  him.  He  ptoceeded  to  sound  die 
*tiher  two  men  who  had  been  aasigned  him  lor  ^ t- 
MidaBta,  and  ha  waa  concerned  to  find  thiton  atiqwl, 
•odaa  uiifit  to  aasiat  him  with  counael,  aa  m  the  ran- 
eoumar  they  had  ahown  themaelvaa  runetant  tt  nae 
ilieir  weaponiL 
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"*  It  ia  ntt  te  ^aM/' «M  OBMiia  to  lumad^ 
apiiit  riains  with  Uie  apprehended  difficultiBa  ot  m 
aituatioB  t  that  k>vely  y^ung  lady  aball  owe  all  u 
roe.— What  one  hand— ay,  and  one  head  can  dok— 
methioka  I  can  boldly  count  upon.  I  have  aosn  lay 
father'a  house  on  fire,  and  he  and  my  brothers  lyiag 
dead  amongat  the  fiamea-^  gave  not  an  inch  back, 
but  fought  It  out  to  the  laaL  Now  I  am  two  yens 
older,-and  have  t^e  beet  and  fairest  tauae  m  bear  me 
wallj  that  ever  kindled  mettle  within  n  brm^e  maa*i 
boaoqu" 

Acting  upon  thia  reaolocion,  theattenti<m  aada^ 
ttv^  wnicb  Quentin  baatowed  dnring  the  journey, 
had  in  it  something  that  gave  him  the  appenranoe  « 
iubiqaity.  Hia  nnncipal  and  moat  lavoniite  post  ma 
of  course  by  the  side  of  the  ladies ;  who,  aensiUed 
his  eztiania  attention  to  their  aaietv,  h^^an  m  con- 
verse wilhiiim  in  almoat  the  tone  or  finniiinr  ftimd- 
ship,  and  appeared  to  takegreat  pleaaorein  tbenoied^ 
yet  ahrewooaaa,  of  his  oonyarsatiott.  Bvt  Qbbq- 
tin  didnot  sufier  the  faaoina^n  of  thia  inierooniti  , 
to  interfere  with  the  vigilant  dnefaar^s  of  hia  dacy. 

If  he-was  ofUyi  by  the  side,  of  the  Oounieaaea,  la- 
bouring to  deecnhe  to  the  natives  of  a  level  eonntiy 
the  Orampian  mountains,  and,  above  all  the  beaoiia 
of  Gleii'houlakin,--he  was  9M  oSttti  riding  with  B9- 
raddin,  in  the  front  of  the  cavalcade,  ^ineataoiung  fam 
aboat  the  roa^  and  the  reatfng-|>lacea»  and  recorang 
hia  anaiwera  m  hia  mind,  to  aacertaio  whether  mse 
cross-examination  he  could  diecover  any  thing  Bw 
meditated  treachery.  As  often  again  he  was  u  the 
roar,  endeavouring  io  aeeute  Ihe  attarjinafnt  af  tJM 
two  homemeo,  by  kind  wordi^  mfta,  and  pionasMsf 
addition^  recompense,  when  their  taak  abouM  k 
aocofloplished. 

In  thia  way  they  travelled  for  move  than  a  wei^ 
through  by-Datha  and  nnfregueated  dietrict^  mi  hf 
circuitous  routes,  in  order  to  avoid  laige  towaa  A'a- 
tk-ing  remarkable  occurred,  though  theyasiraitf 
tb  en  met  strolling  ganga  of  Bohemiana,  waa  wy» 
ed  them,  as  under  the  conduct  of  one  of  their  ime,- 
atrfggling  aoldiere,  or  perhaps  banditti,  who  torn 
theur  party  too  strong  to  be  attacked,^^r  psMcl 
the  Mare^anaate,  aa  they  wouU  now  he  lanMd. 
whom  Louia,  who  searohed  the  wounde  of  the  hai 
with  ateel  and  cautery,  employed  to  auppveaa  the  die- 
orderly  banda  which  mfeeted  the  interior,    l^esebsl 
sufiered  them  to  punrue  their  way  nnineleaied,  Iv 
virtue  of  a  pass-word,  with  which  Unentin  hid  bes 
furnished  &t  that  purpoae  by  the  Kinjg  himadC 

Their  reating-placee  were  chiefly  the  monaaienft 
moat  of  which  were  obliged  by  the  rules  of  their  faac- 
dation  to  receive  t>il|mm8,  under  which  cJiaracter  th 
ladiea  travelled,  vnth  hospitality,  and  without  aiv 
troubleaeme  imiuiriea  into  their  rank  and  eharactet. 
which  moat  tNersons  of  distinction  were  deeiroBsd 
concealing  while  in  the  diachaxge  of  their  vowa.  The 
pretence  of  wearinesa  was  uaually  employed  hy  thr 
Counteeaes  of  Croya,  aa  an  excuae  for  inatant^vh 
tiling  to  rest,  and  Q.ttentin,  as  their  Mnjor  IMurw 
arranged  all  that  was  necessary  betwixt  them  am 
their  entertainera,  with  a  ahrewdneaa  whidi  aanJ 
them  all  trouble,  and  an  alacrifv  that  fhiled  not  le 
excite  a-  corresponding  degree  of  good- will  on  the 
part  of  thoae  who  were  thus  sedulonaly  atteoded  te. 

One  circumstance  gave  Qoentin  peculiar  treable, 
which  was  the  character  and  nation  of  hia  guide; 
who,  as  a  heathen,  and  an  infidel  vagabond,  ad^- 
ed  besides  to  occult  arts,  (the  badge  of  all  hm  tiiie,) 
was  often  loosed  upon  aa  a  very  improper  gasrt 
for  the  holy  resting-places' at  which  the  conmasT 
usually  halted,  and  waa  not  in  conaeqaence  admitxea 
within  even  the  outer  circuit  of  their  waHa,  aave  vfidi 
extreme  lehictance.  This  waa  very  embanaaaing} 
for,  on  the  one  hand,  it  was  necessary  to  keep  a 
good  humour  a  man  who  Was  poaaeaaea  of  the  aacwf 
of  theM*  expedition ;  and  on  the  other,  Qnentm  tiuniad 
it  mdiflpensable  to  maintain  a  vi^ant  thoogh  mK»Xi 
watch  on  Hayraddin's  condnct,  m  order  that,  •b  ftr 


aa  might  b&  he  ahoold  b<rfd  no  commanicatioB  widi 

any  onf  without  being  obaerved.    Thia  of  conrae  wat 

imposaible^  if  the  Bohemian  waa  lodged  vntboot  dia 
.....  .......  .  ^ 


nrecincta  of  the  convent  at  which  they  aiepped,  ahd 
Durw^vd  could  not  help  thinking  that  HaiiaddK 
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WIS  dearous  of  hrmjAng  f^iwi  tfaB»  latter  ^Lrron^ 
ment;  for,  iiiBtead  of  keeinnff  hiniMlf  still  and  quiet 
in  the  quarters  allotted  to  him,  his  eonversetioiii 
tricks,  and'  sonn^  wore  at  the  same  time  so  eater 
taininW  to  the  noviees  and  younger  brethren,  and  so 
uneduying  in  the  opinion  of  the  seniors  of  the  frater-. 
dity,  that,  in  more  caies  than  one,  it  requited  bR  the 
aatbority,  sapported  by  threats,  which  Qiientin  oonkl- 
exert  over  him,  to  restrain  his  irromerent  and  nntim»* 
oos  jocalority)  and  all  the  interest  be  could  make 
with  the  Superiors,  to  prevent  the  heathen  hoimd 
from  beinv  thrust  out  of  doors.  H«  suoeeeded,  how- 
ever, by  tfie  adroit  manner  in  which  he  apologized 
for  the  acts  of  indecorum  committed  by  their  atten^ 
dant,  and  the  skill  with  ^ich  he  hinted  the  hope  ef 
his  being  brought  to  a  better  sense  of  pHnfiples  and 
'  beha^our,  by  me  neighbourhood  of  holy  relics,  eon*' 
secreted  buildings,  and,  above  all,  of  mea  dedicated 
to  religion. 

But  upon  the  tenth  or  twelfth  day  of  their  journey, 
after  they  had  enteied  Phind9s,  and  were  approach- 
ing the  town  of  Namur,  all  the  efforts  of  Cluentin  be- 
came inadequate  to  suppress  the  cons^uences  of  the 
scandal  .given  by  hi»  heathen  guide.  The  scene  was 
a  Franciscan  convent,  and  of  a  strict  and  reformed 
order,  and  tho  Pripr  a  man  who  afterwards  died  in  the 
ddour  of  sa  netity.  After  rather  mere  than  the  usual 
semplea  (which  were  indeed  in  such  a  case  to  be  ex- 
pected) had  been  suruioonted,  the  obnoaons  Bohe- 
mian at  length  obtained  quarters  in  an  out*hooas  in* 
habitod  by  a  lay-brother^  who  acted  as  gardener. 
The  ladies  retired  to  their  apartment,  as  usual,  and 
the  Prior,  who  chanced  to  have  soma  distant  alli- 
ances ana  fiieads  in  Scotland,  and  who  was  fond  of 
hearing  foreigners  tell  of  their  nattvs  countries^  invi^ 
ted  Quentm,  with  whose  mien  and  oondttct  be  seem- 
ed much  pleased,  to  a  slight  monastic  refection  in 
his  own  <»11.  Finding  the  Patfaer.a  man  of  intelii- 
genrce,  Qaentm  did  not  neglect  the  opportanity  of 
making  himself  acquainted  with  the  stats  of  anairs 
in  the  country  of  Lieffe.  of  which,  during  the  last  two 
days  of  their  journey,  be  had  heard  snch  reports,  as 
made  him  very  apprehensive  for  the  aecunty  of  his 
obarge  during  the  remainder  of  their  raate,  nay,  even- 
of  the  Bishop's  power  to*  protect  them,  when  they 
ahouM  be  safely  conducted  to  his  resideoee.  The 
replies  of  the  Prior  were  not  very  consolstory. 

He  said,  that  "  the  people  of  Liege  were  wealthy 
buivfaers,  who,  like  Jeshunm  of  old,  haii  waxed  lat 
and  kicked^-ifaat  they  were  uplifted  m  heart  becsuse 
of  their  wealth  and  their- jpnvileges— that  they  had 
divers  disputes  with  the  Duke  of  Bnr^;nndy, '  their 
l»Bge  lord,  upon  the  subject  of  imposts  and  immuni- 
tie»->and  that  they  had  repeatedly  broken  out  into 
open  mutiny,  whereat  the  I>uk«  was  s^  much  incen- 
oiid*  as  being  a  man  of  a  hot  and  ijery  nature,  that 
he  had  sworn,  by  Saint  George,  on  the  next  provo- 
cation, he  would  make  the  city  of  Liege  like  to  the 
desolation  of  Babylon,  snd  the  downfall  of  Tyre,  a 
hiasinff  and  a  reproach  to  the  whole  territory  of 
Fianders.'' 

**.And  he  is  a  prince,  by  all  report,  likely  to  keep 
tfuch  a  vow.*'  said  Quentin ;  "so  the,  men  of  Lisffe 
will  probably  beware  how  tfausy  give  him  occasion." 
"It  were  to  be  so  hoped,"  said  the  Prior;  "and 
such  are  the  prayers  of  the  godly  in  the  land,  who 
•would  not  that  the  blood  of  tM  citizens  were  poured 
^rth  like  water,  and  that  they  should  perish,  dven  as 
otter  casuways.  ere  they  make  their  peace  with 
Kes.ven.  Also  the  good  Bishop  laboura  night  and 
day  to  preserve  j)eace,  as  well  becometh  a  servant  of 
the  altar;  for  it  is  written  in  holy  soriptursv  Seati 

^arificL^  But" ^here  the  good  Prior  stopped,  with 

a  dae>P  si^h. 

C|uentin  modestly  urged  the  sreat  importance  of 
^vhich  it  was  to  the  ladies  whom  lie  attended,  to  have 
Bozne  assured  information  respecting  the  internal 
state  of  the  country,  and  what  an  act  of  Christian 
charity  it  would  be,  if  the  worthy  and  reverend  Fa- 
ther would  enlighten  them  upon  that  subject. 

^*  It  is  one,"  said  the  Prior,  "  on  which  no  man 

speaks  with  willingness ;  for  thoefe  who  epeak  evil 

0f  the  powerful,  efutm  in  atbieulo^  may  find  that  a 

^rin^ed  thing  stiail  carry  the  tpatter  to  his  eairs. 
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Nevetthelesa,  io  render  yon,  who  seehi  anmgoraittf: 
youth,  and  your  ladies^  who  are  devout  von 
acoempUshing  a  holy  pilgrimage,  the  little  l_ 
that  is  in  my  power,  I  will  be  plain  with  you." 

He  then  looked  cautiously  roaad,  and  loweradhir 
voice,  as  if  afraid  of  being  overheard.. 

"  The  people  of  Liege,"  he  said,  "  are  privily  inft»* 
gated  to  theur  fimiueat  mutinies  by  men  of  Belial,  virho 
pretend,  but,  as  I  hope,  falsely>  to  have  oomimsflioa: 
to  that  efieet  from^ur  most  OhiiBtisoi  Kxtu(\  whom^. 
however,  I  hold  to  deserve  that  term  better  loan  wen 
consistsnt  with  his  thus  disturbing  ttto'peaceof  » 
neigfabouting  stat&    Yet  so  it  is,  that  hia  naoss  i^! 
freely  used  1^  those  who  uphold  and  inflame  tbodohn 
contents  at  Liege.    There  is,  moreover,  in  the  land,  a 
nobleman  of  good  descent,  and  fome  in  warlike  af- 
faire f  but  otherwiSG,  so  to  SMak.  LapU  ofenMianiM 
et  petm  mmdaJlr^  stumblinB-block  of  offence  t6s 
the  countries  of  fiimiiidr  and  Flandesa    His  ramm* 
is  William  de  la  Mfi%k."     * 

'f  CaUed  WiHiam  with  the  Betfd;'  «ud  the  ^ 
Soot.  "ortheWildBoarofAtdemiesI" 

"And  rightly  so  called,  my  son,"  said  the  Pri6r^ 
"beoause  be  is  s«  the  wild  boar' of  the  fbreat,  which' 
treadeth  down  with  his  hoofo,  and  rendeth  with  his' 
tuska  And  he  hath  formed  to  himself  a  band  off 
more  than  a  thousand  men,  all;  like  himself^  ceo- 
temnera  of  civil  and  eocleaiastiosi  authority,  and 
hokls  himself  independent  of  the  Dnke  of  Bnigand)^'  • 
and  maintains  himself  and  ^is  followera  by  impino' 
and  wronA  wrought  without  distinction,  npon  chnmlh*  * 
men  and  laymen,  hnmuii  lAomis  in  GMpIm  Z>»- 
ntjntj— he  natfa  stretched  forth  his  hand  upon  tlM< 
anointed  of  the  Lord,  regardless  of  what  is  writfeen^i 
— '  Touch  not  mine  anointed,  and  do  my  prophet*  iM' 
wrong.'— Sven  to  our  poor  house  did  ne  send'  for 
sums  of  gold  and  sums  of  silver,  as  a  ransom  for  oor  * 
lives,  afia  thoss  of  our  brethren;  to  which  we  vo-* 
turned  a  Latin  soppHcation,  statmg  our  inability  to 
answer  his  demand,  and  exhortinibbnn  m  the  wonlii 
of  the  preacken  Namxiliaria  afrntchtuomtUum^tMrn 
habet  ui  u  fdkuiafk.  Nevertheless,  this  GoKdmiir 
Barbatus;  this  Wilham  de  la  Marek,  as  com|>l6tel)r< 
ignorant  of  humane  letiere  as  of  humanity  itself  ib* 
plied,  in  his  lidiGalous  jargon.  *  8i  li^n  peiatu^  pn^ 
Uibo  monasietium  vtfitrum.^  "• 

"  Of  which  rude  Latin,  however,  yoo,  my  good  ft^i 
ther,"  said  the  yontlE,  "  were  at  do  loss  to  conoeiie 
the  meaning  1" 

"Alas,  my  son."  said  the  Prior,  "Fear  and  Ne* 
oessity  are  mrewd  intcrprstera ;  and  we  wereobligni) 
to  melt  down  the  silver  vessds  of  oar  altar  to  0mfy' 
the  rapacity  of  this  cruel  chief— May  Heaven  reqoito 
it  to  him  seven-fold  1  Ptreai  impnkua-'Anun, 
amaiy  ancUhema  esto  f*  i 

**  I  marvel,"  said  anentin.  "  that  the  I>Qke  of  Bar- 
gundy,  who  IS  so  strong  and  poweifol,  doth  not  bail^ 
this  boar  to  purpose,  of  whose  ravages  I  have  already- 
k heard  so  much.^' 

"Alas  I  my  SOB,"  sakl  the  Prior,  "thelhtkeCharl^ 
is  now  at  Peronne,  assembling  his  oaptams  of  hxa*- 
drsds  and  his  captains  of  thousandd^  to  make  war 
a^inst  Prance;  and  thus,  while  Heaven  hath  sni 
discord  between  the  hearts  of  those  great  princes, 
the  coantiy  is  misased  by  suoh  suboraiBate  opprefls*- 
ors.  But  It  is  an  evil  time  that  the  Duke  negleelv> 
the  cure  of  th4be  internal  gangrenes;  for  this  Wi^* 
liam  de  la  Mardt  hath  of  kite  entertained  open  com- 
municatcionwitfa Roaslaer  and  PaviUon, the chielb o^ 
the  discontented  at  Liege,  and  h  ift  to  be  feared  ho 
will  soon  stir  them  up  to  some  deaserate  enterprise.^ 

"  But  the  Bishop  of  Lie^e,"  said  iluentin,  "  he' hath' 
still  power  enough  to  subdue  this  disqnietijde  andt 
turbulent  spirit— hath  he  not,  good  father  ?~-Your 
answer  to  this  question  eonoems  me  much." 

"The  Bishop,  my  child,"  replied  the  Prior,  "hitH> 
the  sword  of  Saint  Peter,  as  well -as  the  keys.  Re 
hath  power  as  a  secularprijMe,  and  he  hath  the  pro-' 
tectbn  of  the  mighty  House  of  Burgundy;  he  bathi 
also  q>iritual  authority  as  a  prelate,  and  he  sopponv 

•  A  kitnilar  ttorj  it  told  of  the  Dukt  of  Vendoiae,  who  an* 
8w«red  in  thia  sort  of  macarunic  Latin  the  claastcal  expoatuta- 
lions  of  a  Germau  eom-isnt  againct  tho  impotition  of  a  conttf  • 

56  $ 


OnCSntN  JXOKWABSK 


[Chav.XVH 


Iwtii  with  8  fcaflonable  Ibrce  of  sood  fokUen  and 
UMB-at*ami8.  This  William  de  la  March  was  bred 
Inhiahoasehold,  and  bound  to  him  by  many  benefits. 
Bat  he  gave  venl,  even  in  the  conit  of  the  Bishop,  to 
his  fieroe  and  blood-thirsty  temper,  and  was  eipelled 
thenoe  for  a  homicide,  committed  on  one  of  ^e  Bi* 
shofp^s  chief  domestics.  From  thenceforward,  being 
banished  from  the  good  Prelate^s  presence,  ho  hath 
besB  his  constant  and  unrelentini;  foe;  and  now.  I 
gneve  to  say,  be  hath  girded  his  loma,  and  strengthf- 
eoed  his  bom 'against  him/' 

"  You  consider,  then,  the  situation  of  the  worthy 
Pielafes  as  bmg  dangerous?"  said  duentin,  very 


"Alas!  mv  son,"  said  the  good  Franciscan,  "what 


amooiisly. 

BimYS,_.,    „ 

or  who  is  there  m  this  weary  wfldemess,  whom  we 
nuy  not  hold  as  in  danger  1  But  Heaven  forefisnd^  I 
flhouU  apeak  of  the  reverend  Prelate  as  one  whose 
peril  is  imminent.  He  has  much  ^reilsure,  true  ooun-  * 
sellors,  and  brave  soldieVs ;  and,  moreover,  a  mes- 
aanger  who  passed  hither  t6  the  eastward  yesterday, 
saith  that  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  hath  dispatched, 
upoti  the  Bishop's' request,  an  hundred  men*at->anns 
t0  his  assistance.  This  reinforcement,  with  the  reti- 
nne  bebnging  to  each  lance,  are  eriougfa  to  deal  with 
WilKam  de  la  March,  on  whose  name  be  sorrow  I^ 
Amen  " 

!At  this  crisis  their  convenation  was  interrupted 
bjr  th|  Saensten,' who,  in  a  voice  almost  inarticulate 
with  anger,  accused  the  Bohemian  of  having  prac- 
tised the  most  abominable  arts  of  dehision  among 
the  vounger  brethren.  He  had  added  to  their  nightly 
ip«ai  cups  of  a  heady  and  intoxicating  condial,  often 
times  the  strength  of  the  most  powerful  wine,  under 
w4iioh  sevonil  of  the  fraternity  had  soccumbed,— 
and  indeed,  although  the  Sacristan  had  been  strong- 
t^fesist  its  influence,  they  might  yet  see,  from  his  in> 
flamed  countenance  and  thick  speech^  that  ^en  he, 
the  asDuaer  himself  was  in  some  degree  afiected  by 
thSa  unhallowed  potation.  Moreover,  ihe  Bohemian 
had  sung  sonos  of  worldly  vanity  and  impure  plea- 
sues :  he  ho^  derided  the  cord  of  Saint  Francis,  made 
isst  of  his  mupaoles,  and  termed  his  votaries  fools  and 
uoy  knaves.  I^astlyi  he  had  practised  palmistry, 
ana  foretold  to  the  youns  Father  Chenibin,  that  he 
was  beloved  by  a  beautiful  lady,  who  should  make 
hini  lather  to  a  thriving  boy. 

.The  Father  Prior  Ustened  to  these -complaints  for 
some  time  in  silence,  as  stnick  with  mute  horror  by 
their  enormous  atiocify.  When  the  Sacristan  hdd 
donoluded,  he  rose  im,  descended  to  the  court  of  the 
oonvent^  and  ordered  the  iapbretbren^  on  pain  of  the 
wont  consequences  of  spiritual  diaobedience,  to  beat 
Hayraddin  out  of  the  sacred  precincts^  with  their 
broom-staves  and  cart- whips.  ' 

This  senience  was  cfxeonied  accordingly,  in  the 
presence  of  Qoientin  Durward,  who,  however  vexed 
at  the  occuirence,  easily  saw  that  his  interference 
would  be  of  no  avail. 

<  The  discipline  inflicted  upon  the  delinquent,  not- 
wkhstandiiig  the  exhortationa  of  the  Superior,  was 
more  ludicrous  than  fonnidable.  The  Bohemian  ran 
hither  and  thither  throagh  the  court,  amongst  the 
<jamour  of  voiceai  and  noise  of  blows,  some  or  which 
reached .  him  not,  becaase  purposely  misaimed: 
others,  sincerely  dnsigned  for  his  person,  were  eluded 
by  his  activity ;  and  the  few  that  fell  %pon  his  back 
and  shoulders,  he  took  without  either  complaint  or 
reply.  The  noiae  and  riot  was  the  greater,  that  the 
insxperienced  cudgel -playe>&  among  whom  Hayrad- 
dii\.ran  the  gauntlet,  fait  each  other  more  frequently 
than  they  did  him ;  till  at  length,  desirous  of  ending 
tf  scene  which  wna  more  scsndalous  than  edifying, 
the  Prior  comnmnded  the  wicket  to  be  flung  open, 
and  the  Bohemian,  darting  through  it* with  the  speed 
of -lightning,  fled  forth  into  the  moonlifi[ht. 
t>Ouring  tiiis  scene,  a  euspicion  which  Durward 
had  formerly  entertained,  recurred  with  additional 
strength.  Hayradiiin  had,  chat  very  morning,  pro-. 
inisea  to> him  more  modest  and  discreet  bihaviour 
than  he  was  wont  to  exhibit,  when  they  rested  in  a 
I'onvent  on  their  journey;  yet  he  had  broken  his  en- 
gagement, and  had  been  even  more  oflensively  ob- 
streperous than  usual.    Something  probably  luj^Lod 


under  this ;  for  whatever  were  llie  Bohemian's  defi- 
dendeB^  he  lacked  neither  aenae,  nor.  when  he  plea- 
sed, selr-command ;  and  might  it  not  be  probable  that 
he  wbhed  to  hold  some  communicatioiL  either  vrilh 
his  own  horde  or  some  one  else,  from  which  he  was 
debarred  in  the  course  of  the  day;  by  the  vigilanoe 
with  whicAi  he  was  watched  by  Qnentiii,  and  had 
recourse  to  this  stratagem  hi  order  to  gee  himself 
turned  out  of  the  convent? 

No  sooner  did  this  suspickm  dait  onoe  man 
through  Dnrward's  mmd,  than,  alert  as  he  always 
waa  in  his  motions,  he  reaolved  to  follow  his  cud- 
oelled  goidc^  and  observe  (secretly  if  posoble)  how  be 
disposed  of  hhnself.  Accordingly,  when  the  Bohemi- 
an fled,  aa  already  mentioned,  out  at  the  gate  of  the 
convent,  duentinj  hastily  explaining  to  the  Prior  tka 
neoeasity  of  keepmg  sight  of  his  guide,  followed  ■ 
pursuit  of  htm. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

THS  B8P1ED  8PT. 

What,  the  rade  rangtrY  nd  spied  ipr T—baads  i4F- 
Yoa  anb  for  eo  taoh  nMtto*. 

Bbn  JoHSOK'a  Tak^fKoUmi 

Wmir  Quontm  esUied  from  the  convent,  be  < 

mark  the  precipitate  retreat  of  the  Bohemiar^  w 

dark  figure  waa  seen  in  the  far  moonlight,  flyus^  with 
the  speed  of  a  flogged  hound  quite  through  the  atreet 
of  the  Uttle  village,  and  across  the  level  meadow  tha: 
liiV  beyond. 

^*  My -friend  runs  fast,"  said  Qoentin  to  himself; 
"  but  he  must  run  faster  yet,  to  escape  the  fleetest  foot 
that  ever  preased  the  heather  of  Glen-houlakin." 

Bemg  fortunately  without  hia  doak  and  arawwr, 
the  ■Scottish  noountaineer  was  at  liberty  to  put  krA 
a  speed  which  was  unrivalled  in  his  own  gleaa  tad 
which,  notwithstanding  the  rate  at  which  ihe  Bohe- 
mian ran,  waa  likely  soon  to  briiig his  purauer  op  iriik 
him.    This  was  not,  however,  Quetitin's  obJR!i\  for 
he  considered  it  more  essential  to  watch  Hayraras^a 
motions,  than  to  inteirupt  them.   He  was  the  nAa 
led  to  this,  by  the  steadineaa  with  which  the  Boheonsa 
directed  his  course; -and  which  con tinuinfr,  even  after 
the  imnulse  of  the  vkilent  expulsion  had  subsided, 
seemed  to  indicate  that  his  career  had  some  raon 
certain  goal  for  its  object  than  could  have  8u»esiHi 
itself  to  a  peraon  unexpectedly  turned  oot  or  good 
quartera  when  nmidnight  was  approachins,  to  srJl  a 
\iew  place  of  repoae. .  He  never  even  looked  behind 
him :  and  consequentlv  Durward  was  enabled  to  fol- 
low him  unobserved.  At  length  the  Bohemian  having 
travefsed  the  meadow,  and  attained  the  aide  of  a  hi  tie 
stream^  the  banks  of  which  were  olotheu  with  alden 
and  willowa,  Quentin  observed  that  he  s*ood  stilt, 
and  blew  a  low  note  on  his  honi,  which  -waa  an* 
swered  bv  a  whistle  at  some  little  distance. 

*^  This  'is  a  rendezvous,"  thoofdtt  Quentin  ;  "  bat 
how  shall  I  come  near  enough  to  overhear  the  miport 
of  what  passes  7  the  sound^f  my  steps,  and  the  mat- 
ling  of  the  boughs  fhrougfa  which  I  mast  force  mv 
passage,  will  httny  me,  unless  I  sm  cautioua^I  vrS 
Rtalk  them,  by  Ssmt  Andrew,  as  if  they  wei«  Glen- 
isla  deer—they  shall  learn  that  I  have  not  eonned 
woodcraft  for  nouf^t.  Yonder  they  meet,  the  two 
shadows^and  two  of  them  there  ^re—odds  acainat 
me  if  I  am  discovered,  and  if  their  purpoee  be  un- 
friendly, as  is  much  to  be  doubted.  And  then  the 
Countess  Isabelle  Iovob  her  poor  friend !— W^| — and 
he  were  not  worthy  to  be  calied  such,  if  he  wrere  not 
ready  to  meet  a  doxen  in  her  behalf.— Have  I  doc 
crossed  swords  with  Dunois,  the  best  kni^^t  in 
France,  and  shall  I  fear  a  tribeof  yonder  va^bondat 
—Pshaw— God  and  Saint  Andrew  to  friend,  they  will 
find  me  both  stout  and  wary." 

Thus  resolving,  and  with  a  decree  of  caution  taqght 
him  by  his  sylvan  habits,  our  friend  descended  into 
the  channel  oif  the  little  stream,  which  varied  in  de|»th, 
sometimes  scaroe  covering  his  shoes,  sometinies  ct^ 
ming  up  to  his  knees,  and  so  crept  along,  hna  form 
conce&ied  by  the  boughs  overhanging  the  bank,  and 
his  ateps  unheard  amid  the  ripple  of  the  water.  (We 
.have ourselves^ in  thedaya  or  yoKk  thus  approadied 
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he  nest  of  the  wakaful  .raT«n.>  In.  ihia  manner,  the 
Scot  drew  near  unperceived,  until  he  distinctly  heard 
he  voices  of  thoeo  who  were  tlie  subject  of  his  obser- 
ration,  though  he  could  not  distinguish  the  words. 
Being  at  this  tinie  under  the  drooping  branches  of  a 
na^niflcent  weeping  willow,  which  aloiost  swept  the 
lurface  of  the  water,  he  caught  hold  or  one  of  its 
)ougbs,  by  the  assistance  of  which,  exerting  at  once 
nuch  a^ty.  dexterity,  and  strength,  he  raised  him- 
lelf  up  into  the  body  ot  the  tree,  and  sat,  secure  irom 
iiacovcry.  among  the  central  branches. 

Prom  this  situation  he  could  discover  that  the  per- 
ion  with  whom  Hayraddin  was  now  conversing  was 
me  of  his  own  tribe,  and,  at  the  same  time,  he  per- 
^ved,  to  his  great  disappointment,  that  no  aijproxi- 
nation  could  enable  him  to  comprehend  theur  lan- 
piage,  which  was  totally  unknown  to  him.  .They 
aughed  much ;  and  as  Hayraddin  made  a  sign  of 
tklnping  about,  and  ended  hv  rubbing  his  shoulder 
irith  his  hand,  Durward  had  no  doubt  that  he  was 
elating  the  story  of  the  bastinading  which  he  had 
lustained  previous  to  his  escape  from  the  convent 

On  a  sudden,  a  whistle  was  again  heard  in  the  dis- 
ance,  which  was  once  more  answered  by  a  low  tone 
►r  two  of  Hayraddin's  horn.  Presently  afterwards,  a 
all,  stout,  soldierly-looking  man,  a  strong  contrast 
n  point  of  thewes  and  sinews  to  the  small  and  slen- 
ler-liinbed  Bohemians,  made  his  appearance.  He 
lad  a  broad  baldric  over  his  shoulder,  which  sus- 
ainOd  a  sword  that  hung  almost  across  his  person ; 
lis  hose  were  much  slasfied,  through  which  slashes 
Rras  drawn  silk  or  tiffany,  of  various  colours ;  they 
vere  tied  by  at  least  five  hundred  points  or  strings, 
nade  of  riubon,  to  the  tight  buiT^jacket  which  he 
vorc,  and  the  right  sleeve  of  which  displayed  a  silver 
K>ar's  head,  the  crest  of  his  Captain.'  A  very  small 
lat  sat  jauntily  on  one  side  of  his  head,  from  which 
lescended  a  quantity  of  curied  hair,  which  fell  on  each 
dde  of  a  broad  foe*,  and  minded  with  as  broad  a 
>eard,  about  four  inches  long.  He  held  a  long  lance 
n  his  hand;  and  his  whole  equipment  was  that  of 
»ne4}f  the  German  adventurers,  who  were  known  by 
he  name  of  lanzknechts,  in  English,  spearmen,  ^ho 
constituted  a  formidable  part  of  the  infantry  of  the 
Kiriod.  These  mercenaries  were,  of  course,  a  fierce 
ind  rapacious  soldiery,  and  having  an  idle  tale  cur- 
rent among  themselves,  that  a  lanzknecht  was  re- 
used admittance  into  heaven  on  account  of  his  vicas, 
md  bcito  hell  on  the  score  of  his.  tumultuous,  muti- 
lous.  and  insubordinate  disposition,  they  manfully 
icted  as  if  they  neither  sought  the  one,  nor  eschewed 
he  other. 

"  Donner  and  blita  !*'  was  his  first  salutation,  in  a 
ton  of  German- French,  which  we  can  only  imper- 
ectly  imitate,  *' Why  have  you  kept  me  dancing  in 
ittendance  dis  dree  nights  T* 

"  I  could  not  see  you  sooner,  Meinherr,"  said  Hay- 
addin,  very  submissively ;  "there  is  a. young  Scot, 
vith  as  quick  an  eye  as  the  wild-cat,  who  watches 
ny  least  motions.  He  suspects  me '  already,  and, 
hould  he  find  his  suspicion  confirmed,  I  were  a  dead 
nan  on  the  spot,  and  he  would  carry  back  t\ie  women 
ito  France  again." 

"Was  henkerl"  said  the  Unzknecht:  "we  are  three 
-we  will  attack  them  tb-mprrow,  and  carry  the  wo- 
rten  off  withnu  t  going  farth^.  Vou  said  the  two  valets 
irerc  cowards— you  and  your  comrade  may  manage 
!iem,  and  the  Teu&l  sail  hold  me,  but  I  match  your 
'cots  wild-cat." 

"  You  will  find  that  foolhardy,"  said  Hajraddin ; 
for,  besides  that  we  ourselves  count  not  much  in 
ght  in^,  this  spark  hath  matched  himself  with  the 
est  knight  in  France,  and  oome  off  with  honour— I 
lave  seen  those  who  saw  him  press  Dunois  hard 
npugh.*' 

Hngel  and  sturm  wetter  I  It  is  hv^  your  coward- 
re  that  jBpeaks,"  said  the  German  soldier. 

**  I  am  no  more  a  coward  than  yourself,"  said  Hay- 
addin ;  "  but  my  trade  is  not  fi^nting.— If  yoif  keep 
he  appointment  where  it  was  laid,  it  is  wen— *if  not, 

guide  t.hcm  safely  to  the  Bishop^s  Palace,  and  Wil- 
lam  ae  la  Marck  may  easily  possess  himself  of  thfim 
here,  provided  he  is  half  as  strong  as  he  preteodeoa 
reek  since  ' 


"  Poz  tausend  I"  said  the  soldier, "  we  are  as  strong 
and  stronger ;  but  fire  hear  of  a  hundreds  of  tfaclance« 
of  Burguna,--das  ist,— see  you,— five  men  to  a  lanca 
do  ipake  five  Iwndreds,  and  then  hold  me  the  devil, 
they  will  be  fainer  to  seek  for  AJf,  tlian  we  to  seek  for 
them ;  for  der  Biachpfif  hath  a  goot  force  on  fbOtine-^ 
ay,  indeed  r  ^ 

You  must  then  hold  to  the  ambuscade  at  the 
Cross  of  the  Three  Kings,  or  give  up  the  adventure," 
said" the  Bohemian.  / 

**  Geb  up— geb  up  the  adventure  of  the  rich  bride  for 
our  noble  hauptman— Teufel !  I  will  charge  through 
hell  first.— Mem  souL  we  will  be  all  princes  and  hert- 
zogs,  whom  they  call  dukes,  and  we  will  hab  a  snab 
at  the  wein-kellar,  and  at  the  mouldy  French  crowns, 
and  it  may  be  at  the  pretty  garces  too,  when  He  with 
de  beard  is  weary  oi^  them.^ 

"  The  ambuscade  at  the  Cross  of  the  Three  KingI 
then  still  holds?"  said  the  Bohemian. 

"Mein  Got.  ay, — yon  will  swear  to  bring  them 
there;  and  when  they  are  on  their  knees  before  th« 
cross,  and  down  from  off  their  horses,  which  all  men 
do,  except  such  black  heathens  as  thou,  we  will  make 
in  on  them,  and  they  are  ours." 

*'Ay;  but  I  promised,  this  piece  of  necessary  vil« 
lany  only  on  one  condition,"  said  Hayraddin.— "I 
will  not  bav»a  hair  of  the  young  man's  head  touched. 
If  you  swear  this  to  me,  by  your  Three  dead  Men  of 
Cologne,  I  will  swear  to  you,  by.  the  Seven  ^^ht 
Walkers,  that  I  will  serve  you  truly  as  to  the  rest. 
And  if  yon  break  your  oath,  the  Nignt  Walkers  shall 
wake  you  seven  nights  from  your  sleep,  between 
night  and  morning,  and.  on  the  eighth,  they  shall 
strangle  and  devour  you." 

.  "  But,  donner  and  hagel,  what  need  you  be  so  cu- 
rious about  tha  life  of  this  boy,  who  is  neitlier  your 
bloot  nor  kin?"  said  the  German. . 

"  No  matter  for  tha^  honest  Heinrick ;  some  Qien 
have  pleasure  in  cutting  throats,  some  in  keeping 
them  whole— So  s^ar  to  me.  that  you  will  spare  iiim 
life  and  limb,  or.  by  the  bright  star  Aldeboran,  this 
matter  jBhall  go  no  fiirther^Swear,  and  by  the  Three 
Kings,  as  you  call  them,  of  Cologner-I  know  yo'b 
care  for  no  other  oath." 

"Du  hist  sin  comische  man,"  said  the  lanzknedit, 
"I  swear" 

"Not  yet,"  said  the  Bohemian— " Faces  about, 
brave  lanzknecht,  and  look  to  the  east,  else  the  Kingtf 
may  not  hear  you." 

.  The  soldier  took  the  oi^th  in  the  manner  prescribed, 
and  then  declared  that  he  would  be  in  readiness,  ob- 
serving the  place  was  quite  convenient,  being  scarce 
five  mses  from  their  present  leaguer. 

"  But,  were  it  not  making  sure  work  to  have  a  fahe- 
lein  of  riders  on  the  other  road,  by  the  left  side  of  the 
inn.  which  might  trap  them  if  they  go  that  way?" 

The  Bohemian  considered  a  moment,  and  then  an- 
swered, "No— the  appearance  of  their  troops  in  that 
direction  might  alarm  the  garrison  of  Namur,  and 
then  they  would  have  a  doubtful  fight,  instead  of  &a- 
sured  success.  Besides,  they  shall  travel  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Maes,  for  I  can  guide  them  which  way.  I 
will ;  for,  sharp  as  this  same  Scottish  mountauieer  ia, 
he  hath  never  asked  any  one's  advice,  save  mine,  upon 
the  diieotion  of  their  route.— Undoubtedly,  I  was  as- 
signed to  him  by  an  assured  friend,  whose  word  bo 
man  mistrusts  till  they  cometo  know  him  a  little.'' 

**  Hark  ye,  friend  Hayraddin,"  said  the  soldier,  '*  I 
would  ask  you  somewnat.— You  and  your  bruder 
were,  as  you  say  yourself;  gross  sternen-dtuter,  that 
is,  star-lookers  and  geister-seers— Now,  what  henker 
was  it  made  you  notXoresee  him,  your  bruder  Zamei, 
to  be  hanged?" 

"  I  will  tell  you,  Heinrick,"  said  Hayraddin ;— "  If  I 
could  havo  known  my  brother  was  such  a  fool  as  to 
tell  the  counsel  of  lung  Louis  to  Duke  Charles  of 
Burgundy.  I  could  have  foretold  hil  death  as  sure  as  I 
cim  forotell  fair  weather  in  July.  Louis  hath  both  ean 
and  hands  at  the  Court  of  Burgundy,  and  Charles's 
counsellors  love  the  chink  of  French  gold  as  well  aa 
thou  dost  the  clatter  .of  a  wine-not.— But  fare  thee 
well,  and  keep  appointment— I  must  await  my  early 
Scot  a  bow-«not  without  the  gate  of  the  den  of  los 
jiazy  swioa  jronder,  el»e  wUl  he  think  me  about  9wm 
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excursion  which  bodes  no  good  t^  the  success  of  his  1 
Journey." 

*'  Take  a  draught  of  comfort  first,"  said  the  lanx- 
knecht,  tendering  him  a  flask,— *' but  I  forget;  thou 
art  beast  enough  to  ^nk  nothing  but  water,  like  a 
vile  vassal  of  Mahound  and  Tcrmagnnd." 

"  Thou  art  thyself  a  vassal  of  the  wine-measure 
and  the  flagon,"  said  the  Bohemian,—"  I  marvel  not 
that  thou  art  only  trusted  with  the  bloodthirsty  and 
violent  part  of  executing  what  better  heads  have  de- 
vised.-rHe  must  drink  no  wine,  who  would  know  the 
thoughts  of  others,  or  hide  his  own.  But  why  preach 
to  thee,  who  hast  a  thirst  as  eternal  as  a  sand-bank 
in  Arabia?— Fare  thee  well.— Take  my  comrade 
Tnisco  vnth  thee— his  appearance  about  the  monas- 
tery may  breed  suspicion." 

The  two  worthies  parted,  after  each  had  again 
pledged  himself  to  keep  the  rendezvous  at  the  Cross 
of  the  Three  Kings. 

Quentin  Durward  watched  imtil  they  were  out  of 
•if^t,  and  then  descended  from  his  place  of  con- 
cealment, his  heart  throbbing  at  the  narrow  escape 
which  he  and  his  fair  charge  had  made— ifi  indeed,  it 
oould  yet  be  achieved— from  a  deep-laid  plan  of  v3- 
lany.  Afraid,  on,  his  return  to  the  monastery,  of 
stumbling  upon  Hayraddin,  he  made  a  long  detour, 
at  the  expenseof  traversing  some  very  rough  ground, 
and  was  thutf  enabled  to  return  to  his  amrlum  on  a 
dilArent  point  from  that  by  which  he  left  it 

On  the  route,  he  communed  earnestly  with  himself 
concerning  the  safest  plan  to  be  pursued.  He  had 
formed  the  resolution,  when  he  firet  heard  Hayraddin 
avow  his  treachenr,  to  put  him  to  death  so  soon  as 
the  conference  broke  up,  and  his  companions  were  at 
a  sufficient  distance :  but  when  he  heard  the  Bohe- 
mian express  so  much  interest  in  saving  his  own  life, 
he  felt  it  would  be  ungrateflil  to  execute  upon  him,  in 
Its  rigonf,  the  punishment  his  treti^heryhad  deserved. 
He  therefore  resolved  to  spare  his  life,  and  oven,  if 
possible,  still  to  use  his  serviceiTas  s  guide,  under 
such  precautions  as  should  ensure  the  security  of  the 
precious  charge,  to  the  preservation  of  which  his  own 
life  was  internally  devoted. 

But  whither  were  lh#y  to  turn— the  Countesses  of 
Oroye  could  neither  obtain  shelter  in  Burgundy,  from 
/  which  thejr  had  fled,  nor  in,  France,  from  which  they 
had  been  in  a  manner  expelled.  The  violence  of 
XhAie  Charles  in  the  one  eountry,  w«e  scarcely  more 
to  be  feared  than  the  cold  and  tyrannical  policy  of 
King  Louis  in  the  other.  After  deep  thought,  Dur- 
wara  could  form  no  better  or  safer  plan  for  their  se- 
cnrity.  than  that,  evading  the  ambnscade,  they  should 
take  the  road  to  Liege  by  the  left  hand  of  the  Maes, 
and  throw  themselves,  as  the  ladies  originally  de- ' 
lAgned,  upon  the  protection  of  the  excellent  Bishop. 
T^nt  Prelate's  will  to  protect  them  could  not  be 
doubted,  and,  if  reinforced  by  this  Bur^ndian  party 
of  men-at-arms,  he  nMght  be  considered  as  having 
the  power.  At  any  rate,  if  the  dangers  to  which  he 
was  exposed  from  the  hostility  of  William  de  la 
Marck,  and  from  the  troubles  in  the  city  of  Liege, 
appeared  imminent,  he  would  still  be  able  to  protect 
the  unfortunate  ladies  until  they  could  be  despatched 
to  Gtermany  with  a  suitable  escort. 

To  sum  up  this  reasoning—for  when  is  a  mental 
argument  conducted  without  some  reference  to'self- 
ish  considerations?— Qliencin  imagined  that  the  death 
or  captivity  to  which  King  Louis  had,  m  cold  blood, 
consigned  Lim,  set  him  at  liberty  from  his  engage- 
ments to  the  crown  of  France;  which,  therefore,  it 
was  his  determined  purpose  to  renounce.  The  Bishop 
#f  Liege  was  likely,  he  concluded,  to  need  soldiers, 
and  he  thought  that,  by  the  interposition  of  his  fair 
friends,  who  now,  esipeciallj  the  elder  Countess,  treat- 
ed him  with  much  familiarity,  he  might  get  some 
command,  and  perhaps  might  have  the  charge  of 
conducting  the  Ladies  of  Croye  to  some  place  more 
Mafe  than  the  neighbourhood  of  Liege.  And,  to  con- 
clude, the  ladies  had  talked,  although  almost  Hi  a 
sort  of  jest,  of  raising  the  Countesses  own  vassals, 
and  asothera  did  in  those  stormy  times,  fortifying  her 
stron/;  castle  airainst  all  assailants  whatever:  they 
had  jestingly  asked  Quentin,  whether  he  would  ac- 
«evt  the  penkiUB  office  of  their  Senesekal;  sad,  on 


his  embracing  the  ofnco  with  ready  glee  smi  devo- 
tion, they  had,  in  the  same  spirit,  permitted  him  to 
kiss  both  theu'  hands  on  that  confidential  and  ho- 
nourable appointment.  Nay,  he  thought  that  ths 
hand  of  the  Countess  Isabdie,  one  of  the  best  fonocd 
and  most  beautjfiiJ  to  which*  true  vassal  ever  did  ndi 
homage,  trembled  when  his  fips  rested  on  it  a  momcBt 
longer  than  ceremony  required,  and  that  some  oonfii- 
sion  appeared  on  her  cheek  and  in  her  eye  as  she 
withdrew  it.  Somet  bing  might  come  of  all  this ;  an^ 
whatbraveman,  at  Quentin  Ourward's  age,  but  would 
llladly  have  taken  the  thotjghts  which  it  awakened, 
mto  the  consideradons  which  were  to  detennine  n 
conduct  7 

This  Doint  settled,  he  had  next  to  connder  in  wist 
d^ee  he  was  to  use  the  further  goidanoe  oi  Ike 
fsTthtess  Bohemian.  He  had  renounced  his  fkai 
thoo^t  6f  killing  him  in  the  wood,  and  if  he  took  aa- 
other  guide,  and  dismis^  him  afiyc^  it  wcaM  be  an- 
ding  the  traitor  to  the  camp  of  Wilham  de  la  Mardi, 
with  intelligence  of  their  motions.  He  tboq^i 
of  taking  the  Prior  into  his  counsels,  and  requesting 
him  to  detain  the  Bohemian  by  force,  until  ihqf 
should  have  time  to  reach  the  Bishop's  castle;  ta^ 
on  reflection,  he  dared  not  hazard  such  a  prooootioi 
to  one  who  was  timid  both  as  an  old  man  and  afiw, 
who  held  the  safety  of  his  convent  the  moat  impon- 
ant  object  of  his  duty,  and  who  trembled  at  the  aia- 
tion  of^the  Wild  Boar  of  Ardennea. 

At  length  Durward  settled  a  plan  of  operation  « 
which  he  ootdd  the  better  reckon,  astheexeciitioDm^ 
ed  entiroly  upon  himself:  and,  in  the  cause  in  vhicb 
he  was  engaged,  he  felt  himself  capable  of  etoy 
thing.  With  a  mvA  and  bold  ^eait,  though  cob- 
scions  of  the  dangere  of  his  situation,  QnentiB  nughi 
be  compared  to  one  walking  tmder  a  load^  -etat 
weight  of  which  he  is  conscbos,  but  'which  yttiaaot 
beyond  his  strength  and  power  of  endanac&  JntI 
as  his  plan  was  determined,  Ho  reachatf  the  coa- 
vent. 

Upon  knocking  gently  at  the  gate,  a  bTotevCn- 
siderately  stationed  for  that  purpose  bv  ^  rnoc, 
opened  it,  and  acquainted  him  that  the  brecbien  w«RtD 
be  enga^  hi  the  choir  till  daybreak,  praying  Heavea 
to  ibrgive  to  the  community  the  Tarious  y**^">« 
which  n ad  that  evening  taken  place  amone  iheau 
/'Tlie  worthy  friar  oncred  Uuentin   pennisnM  » 
aftcnd  their  aevotbns;  but  his  clothes  were  in  sod 
a  wet  condition,  that  the  young  Scot  was  obfiged  a 
decline  the  opportunity,  and  truest  permission,  ji- 
stead,  to  sit  by  the  kitchen  the,  m  order  to  his  mtt 
being  dried  before  morning;  as  be  was  particak^ 
desirous  that  the  Bohemian,  when  diey  nionld  as 
meet,  should  obser\e  no  traces  of  his  having?  bsa 
abroad  during  the  night.    Tlie  friar  not  only  graati 
his  requesi.  but  aflbnlcd  him  his  own  companv,  whi^ 
fell  in  very  happily  with  the  desire  which  Dcrwae 
had  to  obtam  information  concemingthe  two  roaus 
which  he  had  heard  mentk>ned  by  the  Boheniian  in  ik 
convereation  with  the  lanzknecht    The  friar,  intr«t 
ed  upon  many  occasions  with  the  business  of  tte 
convent  abroad,  wasthoiiersonin  the  fraternity  b«i 
qualified  to  afford  him  the  information  he  rt^neaied, 
but  observed,  thst,  as  true  pil^ims,   it  became  the 
dutyrof  the  ladies  whom  ^entm  escorted,  to  takethi 


road  on  the  right  side  of  fflb  Maes,  by  the  Cros6  of  ^ 
Kings,  where  the  blessed  relics  ot  Ca^ar,  MelchiVi 
and  Balthasar,  ( as  the  Catholic  Ohurcn  has  namai 


Hessed  relics  of  Ca^ar,  Meic 
.  ,  J  the  Catholic  Ohnrch  has  na 
the  eastern  Magi  who  came  to  Bethlehem  with  ...«. 
oflleringf, )  had  rested  as  they  were  transported  is 
Cologne,  and  on  which  spot  they  had  wrou^bt  maiMr 
miracles. 

'  Quentin  replied^  diat  the  ladies  were  determined  to 
observe  all  the  holy  stations  with  the  utmost  pune^ 
tuality,  and  would  cectainly  visit  that  of  the  CrM& 
either  m  going  to  or  returning  from  Colojicne.  but  they 
had  heard  reports  that  the  road  by  the  risbt  sode  of 
the  river  was  at  present  rendered  unsafe  by  the  aol- 
'diere  of  the  ferocious  William  de  la  Marck. 

"Now  may  Heaven  fO^bid,**  said  Father  FVanca^ 
*^that  the  Wild  Boar  of  Ardennes  should  again  make 
fils  lair  so  near  us !— Nevertheless,  the  broad  9f  set 
will  be  a  good  barrier  betwixt  us,  even  should  it  m 
chance.* 


dtAr.xnn.] 
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•^  B!it  h  will  be  no  Carrier  bett^een  my  ladies  and 
flu*  marauder,  should  we  cross  the  river,  and  travel 
on  the  right  batik,"  answered  the  Scot 

**  Heaven  will  protect  its  own^  young  man,'*  said  the 
friar;  .'^for  it  were  hard  to  thmk  that  the  Kings  of 
yonder  blessed  city  of  Cologne,  who  will  not  endure 
that  n  Jew  or  Inndel  should  even  enter  within  the 
walls  of  their  town,  could  be  oblivious  enough  to  per- 
mit their  worshippers,  coming  to  their  shrine  as  true 
pilgrims  to  be  plundered  anomisQsed  by  nvoAi  a  mis- 
creant (log  as  this  Boar  of  Ardennes^  who  is  worse 
.  than  a  whole  desert  of  Saracen  heathens,  and  all  the 
tan  tribes  of  Israel  to  boot" 

Whatever  reliance  Quentin,  as  a  sincere  Catholic, 
was  bound  to  rest  upon  the  special  protection  of  Mel- 
chior,  Caspar,  and  Balthasar,  he  could  no't  but  re- 
collect, that  the  pilgrim  habits  of  the  ladies  being  as- 
tinned  out  of  mere  earthly  pohey,  he  and  his  charge 
eoold  scarcely  expect  thehr  countenance  on  the  pre- 
sent oocasbn  ;  and  therefore  rese4ved,  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, to  avoid  placing  the  ladies  in  any  predicament 
where  miraouoas  interposition  might  be  necessary ; 
whilst,  in  the  simplicity  of  his  good  faith,  he  himself 
Yowedf  a  pilgrimage  to  the  Three  Kings  of  Cologne 
in  his  own  proper  person,  provided  the  simulate  de- 
0ign  of  those  over  whose  safety  be  was  now  watch- 
ing, should  be  p<^rmitted  by  those  reasonable  and  roy- 
al as  well  as  sainted  personages,  to  attain  the  desired 
eflect 

That  he  might  enter  into  this  obligation  with  aU 
solemnity,  he  requested  thefriar  to  show  him  into  one 
of  the  various  chapelt  which  opened  from  the  main 
bMhr  of  the  church  of  the  convent,  where,  upon  his 
knees,  and  with  8in<;ere  devotioikhe  .ratified  the  vow 
which  he  had  riiade  internallv.  The  distant  sound  of 
the  choir,  the  solemnity  of  the  deep  and  dead  hour 
which  he  had  chosen  wr  this  act  of  devotion,  the  ef- 
fect of  the  glimmering  lamp  with  which  the  little 
Gothic  ouilaing  was  illuminated— all  contributed  to 
throw  <^uentinn»  mind  into  the  state  when  it  most 
readily  acknowledges  its  human  frailty,  and  seeks  that 
supernatural  aid  and  proteetk)n,  whieh,  in  every  wor- 
ship, must  be  connected  with  repentance  for  past  sins, 
and  resolutions  of  ftiture  amendment.  That  the  ob- 
ject of  his  devotion  was  misplaced,  was  not  the  fiiult 
of  Ctuentin }  andt,  its  purpose  being  sincere^  we  can 
scarce  suppose  it  unacceptable  to  the  only  true  Deity, 
who  regards  the  motives,  and  not  the  forms  of  prayer, 
and  in  whose  eves  the* sincere  devotion  of  a  -heathen 
is  more  estimable  than  the  specious  hypocrisy  of  a 
Pharisee. 

Having  commended  himself  and  his  helpless  com- 
panions to  the  Saints,  and  to  the  keeping  of  Provi- 
dence, Quentin  at  length  reth-ed  to  rest,  leaving  the 
fiiar  much  edifi«|l  bv  the  depth  and  sincerity  of  his 
devotion. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

PALMISTBT. 

'When  many  a  marry  talo  and  manjr  a  aonff 
Cbeor'd  the  rouch  road,  wa  w1gh*d  theroufh  roadlonff. 
•Hie  DHifh  road,  tlien,  rotarainf  in  a  roand, 
-Jlock'd  our  eachaoiad  atacWf  for  all  was  fatrr  fround. 

Baikvbl  Johmsom. 

Bv  peep  of  day  Quentin  Durward  had  forsaken  his 
tUtle  cell,  hod  roused  the  sleepy  grooms,  and,  with 
more  than  his  wonted  care,  seen  that  every  thing  was 
prepared  fiorthe  day's  journey.  Girths  and  bridles, 
the  horse-furniture,  and  the  shoes  of  the  horses  them- 
stflves,  were  carefully  inspected  with  his  own  eyes, 
tbat  there  migfat  be  as  litde  chance  as  possible  of  the 
occurrence  ofany  of  thoee  casualties,  which,  petty  as 
they  seem,  often  interrupt  or  disconbert  travellmg. 
nrhe  horneswere  also,  onder  his  own  inspection,  care- 
fully fed,  so  as  to  render  them  fit  for  a  long  day's  Jour- 
ney, or,  if  dial  should  be  necessary,  for  a  hasty  fugbt. 

Qtaenthi  then  betook  himself  to  his  own  chamber, 
armea  nimself  with  unnsual  care,  and  belted  on  his 
•word  wth  thoifeelingat  once  of  approaching  danger, 
ana  ol'  stem  determination  to  dare  it  to  the  uttermost. 

Tbese  generous  feelings  gave  him  a  loftiness  of 
•V!is  uid  a  dignity  uf  manner,  whkh  the  ladies  of 
Cioye  had  not  yet  observed  hi  him,  though  they  had 


been  highly  pleased  and  interested  by  the  grace,  yet  - 
nairete^  of  his  general  behaviour  and  conversation 
and  the  mixture  of  shrewd  intelligence  which  natu- 
rally belonged  to  him,  with  the  simplicity  arisinx  from 
his  secluded  education  and  distant  country.  He  let 
them  underatand,  that  it  would  be  necessary  that 
they  should  prepare  for  their  ioumey  this  morning  ra- 
ther earlier  than  usual :  and,  accordingly,  they  left 
the  convent  immediately  after  a  morning  repast,  for 
which,  as  well  as  die  other  hospitalities  of  the  House, 
the  ladies  made  acknowledgment  by  a  donation  to 
the  altar,  befitting  rather  their  rank  than  their  ap- 
pearance. But  this  exdted  no  suspicion,  as  they 
were  supposed  to  be  Englishwomen;  and  the  attri- 
bute of  superior  wealth  attached  at  that  time  to  the 
insular  character  as  strongly  as  in  our  own  day. 

The  Prior  blessed  them  as  they  mounted  to  depart, 
and  congratulated  Quentin  on  the  absenceof  his  nea- 
then  guide;  "for,"  said  the  venerable  roan,  "  better 
stumble  in  the  path,  than  be  upheld  by  the  arm  of  a 
thief  or  robber." 

Quentin  was  not  quite  of  his  opinion ;  for,  danger- 
ous as  he  knew  the  Bohemian  to  be,  he  thought  he 
could  use  his  services,  and,  jat  the  same  time,  baffle 
his  treasonable  purpose,  now  that  he  saw  clearly  to 
what  it  tended.  But  nis  anxiety  upon  this  subject  was 
soon  at  an  end,  for  the  little  cavalcade  was  not  an 
hundred  yards  from  the  monastery  and  the  village, 
before  Maugrabin  joined  it,  riding  as  usual  on  his  little 
active  and  wild-looking  jennet.  Their  road  led  them 
along  the  side  of  the  same  brook  where  Quentin  had 
overheard  the  mysterious  conference  of  the  preceding 
evenmg,  and  Hayraddin  had  not  long  rejoined  them, 
ere  they  passed  under  the  very  willow-tree  which  had 
afforded  Durward  the  means  of  concealment,  when 
he  became  an  unsuspected  hearer  of  what  then  passed 
betwixt  that  false  guide  and  the  lanzknecht. 

The  recollections  which  the  spot  brought  back 
stirred  Quentin  to  enter  abniptly  into  con  venation 
with  his  guide,  whom  hitherto  he  had  scarce  spoken  to. 

"  Where  hast  thou  fbund  night-quarter,  thou  pro- 
fane knave?"  said  the  ^cot. 

"  Your  wisdom  may  guess,  by  lookui^  on  my  ga- 
berdine,'* answered  tne  Bohemian,  pointing  to  nig 
dress,  which  was  covered  with  the  seeds  of  hay. 

"  A  good  haystack/'  said  Quentin,  "  is  a  conve- 
nient bed  for  an  astfoloeer,  and  a  much  better  than  a 
heathen  scof!^  at  our  blessed  religion,  and  its  minis- 
ters, ever  deserves.** 

"  It  suited  my  Klepper  better  than  me,  though," 
said  Hayraddin,  patting  his  horse  on  the  neck :  ^fot 
he  had  food  and  shelter  at  the  same  time.  The  okl 
bald  fools  tyrped  him  loose,  as  if  a  wise  man's  horse 
could  have  tnfected  with  wit  or  sagacity  a  whole  con- 
vent of  asses.  Lucky  that  Klepper  knows  my  whie- 
tlesi  and  follows  pie  as  truly  as  a  hound,  or  we  had 
never  met  again,  and  you  m  your  ttirn  might  have 
whistled  for  a  guide." 

'*  I  have  told  thee  more  than  once,"  said  Durward, 
sternly,  *'  to  restrain  thy  ribaldry  when  thou  chancest 
to  be  m  worthy  men's  company,  a  thing  which.  I  be- 
lieve, hath  rarely  happened  to  thee  in  thy  life  before 
now:  and  I  joromise  thee,  that,  did  I  hold  thee  aft 
faithless  a  guide  as  I  esteem  thee  a  blasphemous  and 
worthless  caitiff,  my  Scottish  dirk  and  thy  heathenish 
heart  had  ere  now  heen  acquainted,  although  the  do- 
in  ji^  such  a  deed  were  as  ignoble  as  the  sticking  of 
swme." 

'  **  A  wild  boar  is  near  akin  to  a  sow,"  said  the  Bo- 
hemian, without  flinching  from  the  shaip  look  with 
which  Quentin  regardea  him^  or  altering,  in .  the 
slightest  degree,  the  caustic  uidiflere.tce  which  he  af' 
fected  in  his  language;  "  and  many  men,"  he  sub- 
joined, "  find  both  pnde,  pleasure,  and  profit,  in  stick- 
ing them." 

Astonished  at  the  man's  ready  confidence,  and/un- 
certain  whether^he  'did  not  know  more  of  his^  own 
history  and  feelings  than  was  pleasant  for  him  t« 
converse  upon,  Quentin  broke  off  a  convereation  in 
which  he  had  gained  no  advantage  over  Maugrabin, 
and  fell  back  to  his  accustomed  post  beside  th^  ladiesL 

We  have  already  obaerved,  that  a  considerable  de- 
gree of  fhmiliarity  had  begun  to  establish  itself  between 
them.    The  elder  Countess  treated  him  (being  &aci 
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w^Il  assured  of  the  oobility  of  his  birth)  like  a  fa- 
voured equal ;  aod  though  ncr  niece  showed  her  re- 
§ard  to  their  prot^ctor  less  ficelv,  yet,  under  every 
isadvantagc  of  boshfiihiesa  anU  tnnidity,  Clurentin 
thought  he  could  plainly  perceive,  thai  his  con^any 
and  conversation  were  not  by  any  mcanii  indiHorcnt 
lo  her. 

Nothing  giveft  such  life  and  soul  to  youthful  gayety 
as  the  consciousness  that  it  is  succesLfully  receiyt'd ; 
andQuentin  had  accordingly,  durinf?  the  former  period 
oft  heir  journey,  auuised  his  fair  charge  with  the  liveli- 
ness of  his  con verea lion,  and  the  songs  and  tales  of 
his  countrf,  the  former  of  which  he  sung  in  his  native 
language,  while  his  efforts  to  render  the  latter  into  his 
foreign  and  imperfect  French,  gave  rise  to  a  hundred 
little  mistakes  and  errors  of  speech,  as  diverting  as 
the  narratives  themselves.  But  on  this  anxious  morn- 
ing, he  rode  beside  the  ladies  of  Croye  without  any  of 
his  usual  attempts  to  amuse  them,  and  they  could  not 
help  observmghis  silence  as  something  remarkable. 

"  Out  yoimg  companion  has  seen  a  wolf,"  said  the 
Lady  Hameline,  alluding  to  an  ancient  superstition, 
'*  and  he  has  lost  his  tongue  in  consequence."* 

"  To  sav'I  had  tracked  a  fox  were  nearer  themark," 
thought  Quentin,  but  gave  the  reply  no  utterance. 

'*'  Are  you  well,  Seignior  Quentin  r'  said  the  Count- 
ess Isabelle,  in  a  tone  of  interest  at  which  alie  herself 
blushed,  while  she  felt  that  it  was  something  more 
than  the  distance  between  them  warranted. 

"  He  hath  sat  up  carousing  with  the  jolly  (Ha^!^" 
said  the  Lady  Hameline :  "  the  Scots  are  like  the 
GJermans.  who  spend  all  ineir  mirth  over  the  Rhein- 
weiii,  and  bring  only  their  staggering  steps  to  the 
dance  in  the  evening,  and  their  aching  heads  to  the 
ladies*  bower  m  the  morning." 

"  Nay,  gentle  ladjes,"  saidCluentin,  "I  deserve  not 
y;our  reproach.  The  good  friars  were  at  their  devo- 
tions almost  all  night ;  and  for  myself,  my  drink  was 
barely  a  cup  of  their  thinnest  and  most  ordinary 

"  It  is  the  badness  of  his  fare  thht  has  put  hira  out 
of  humour,"  said  the  Countess  Isabelle.  /  Cheer  up, 
Seijgnior  Quentin :  and  should  we  ever  visit  my  an- 
cient Castle  of  Bracquemont  together^  if  I  myself 
should  stand  your  cup-oearer,  and liand  it  to  you,  you 
shall  have  a  generous  cup  of  wine,  that  the  like  never 
I  the  vines  of  Hochheim  or  Johannisberg." 


grew  upon    .. 

**  A  class  of  water,  noble  lady,  from  jfour  hand*  — 
Thus  far  did  Quentin  begin,  but  bis  voice  trembled; 
and  Isabelle  continued,  as  if  she  had  been  insensible 
of  the  tenderness  of  the  accentuation  upon  the  per- 
sonal pronoun. 

*'The  wine  was  stocked  in  the  deep  vaults  of 
Bracqpiiemont,  by  my  great-grandfather  the  Rhine- 
grnve  Godfrey,"  said  the  Countess  Isabelle. 

"  Who  won  the  hand  of  her  great-gnitidmother," 
interjected  the  Lady  HameUne,  interrupting  her  niece, 
*'by  proving  himself  the  best  son  of  chivaliy,  at  the 
great  tournament  of  Strasbourg— ten  knights  were 
slain  in  the  lists.  But  those  days  are  over,  aind  no  one 
now  thinks  of  encountering  peril  for  the  sake  of  ho- 
nour, or  to  relieve  distressed  beauty." 

To  this  speech,  which  was  made  in  the  tone  in 
which  a  modem  beauty,  whose  charms  are  rather  on 
the  wane,  may  be  heard  to  condf^mn  the  rudeness  of 
the  present  age,  Quentin  took  upon  him  to  reply, 
"  that  there  was  no  lack  of  that  chivalry  which  the 
Lady  Hameline  seemed  to  consider  as  extinct*  and 
that,  were  it  eclipsed  every  where  else,  it  would  still 
glow  in  the  bosoms  of  the  Scottish  gentlemen." 

**  Hear  him  !"  said  the  Lady  Hameline ;  "  he  would 
have  us  beheve,  that  in  his  cold  and  bleak  country 
still  lives  the  noble  fire  which  has  decayed  in  France 
and  Germany !  The  poor  youth  is  like  a  Swiss  moun- 
taineer, mad  witli  partiality  to  his  native  land— he  will 
next  tell  us  of  the  vines  and  olives  of  Scotland." 

"No,  tnadam,"  said  Durward;  "of  the  wine  and 
ihe  oil  of  our  mouniahis  I  can  say  little,  more  than 

*  Vox  quoque  Morim 

Jam  nigil  ipsa  ;  lupi  Moerim  vidore  priore*. 

ViRon.li,  ix.  eclAfa- 
Tho  commentatora  add,  in  explanation  of  th1«  pawaire,  the 
•ftinion  of  Pliny :  "  The  bein,  beheld  by  a  wolf  in  Italy  it  ac- 
mNintMl  noxious,  and  i<  supposed  to  take  awar  the  speoob  of  a 
■Mil,  if  iheM  auiDiaU  behold  hin;  era  he  seaB  them." 
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that  our  swords  can  ooropol  those  rich  pvudnciiom 
as  tribute  from  our  vvealibicr  neighbours.  Butiii 
the  unblemishod  faith  and  unfaded  honourof  Seal* 
land,  I  must  now  put  to  the  proiif  bowf&r  vouafi» 
pose  trust  in  them,  however  mcan.iheindrviduaiiH» 
can  offer  nothing  more  as  a  pledge  of  your  »fety.* 

"  You  speak  my  steriously— vou  know  of  9onKw» 
ing  and  present  danger,*^  said  the  Lady  Htmaiae. 

"  I  have  read  it  in  his  eye  for  this  hour  past  f  a* 
claimed  the  Lady  Isabelle,  dasping  her  kanda.  " St- 
cred  Virgin,  what  will  become  of  usT' 

"  Nothmg,  I  hop&  but  what  you  wooU  desrn^" » 
swered  Durward.  '  Aog  now  j  am  campdkdioai 
—Gentle  ladies,  can  you  trust  meV* 

"  Trust  you  1"  answered  the  Countess  BuKiiie 
" certainly— Bat  why  the  question?  Orkow£u  ji 
you  ask  our  confidence?" 

"  I,  on  mv  part/*  said  theCoantess  l8abelk,"i« 
you  implicitly,  and  without  condition.  If  jan  ea^ 
ceive  us,  Quentin,  I  will  do  more  look  fior  tiaih,iR 
in  Heaven." 

"  Gentle  lady/*  rf^lied  Durward,  highly  gnUd, 
"  you  do  me  hot  justice.  Mv  object  is  to  alter  o«rt«^ 
by  proceeding  directly  by  the  J^t  Dank  of  tklfieii 
Liege,  instead  of  crossing  at  Namur.  Thixiiii 
from  the  order  assigned  by  King  Louis,  aod&i^ 
structiona  given  to  the  guide.  ButlhewlBeiii 
the  monastery  of  inaraucers  on  theris^tbaokcfit 
Maes,  and  of  the  march  of  Burgunmin  eol&fife 
suppress  them«  Both  circuxnstances  alinn  neir 
yoursafetv.  Have  I  your  permieeion  to  ftm^ 
ate  from  the  route  of  your  journey?" 

"My  ample  and  iuU  permiasioo,"  ansiKn^Ai 
younger  lady. 

"  Cousin/^  said  the  Lady  Hameline,  "  I  b(fri!«i 
you,  that  the  youth  means  us  wdl:  butbet^j* 
—we  tnnsgress  the  mstructions  of  KingLBaisf»> 
sitively  iterated." 

"And  why  should  we  regard  his  ig^KS^r 
said  the  Lady  IsabeUe.  "  I  am,  I  thank  Bpbb) 
no  subject  ot  his  s  and,  as  a  suppliant,  hb w 
the  confidence  he  induced  me  to  repoai^ 
would  not  dishonour  this  youn^  goatlema^w 
mg  his  word  for  an  instant  agamst  the  iojoiaait 
yonder  crafty  and  selfish  demot"  ^ 

*'  Now,  may  God  bless  yon  for  that  verywoHifl^ 
said  duentin,  joyously ;  "  and  if  I  descfie  »^* 
trust  it  expresses,  teamig  with  wild  honesiiw^ 
and  eternal  tortures  in  the  next,  were  e'en  w  I* 
for  my  deserts."  ^ . 

,  So  saying,  he  spurred  his  horse,  and  rgoojl" 
Bohemian.  This  worthy  eeeraed  of  a  ko^iJ^ 
passive  if  not  a  forgiving  temper.  Iiuorytf  is» 
never  dwelt,  or  at  least  seemed  not  to  aval,w." 
recollection ;  and  he  entered  into  <fc^.<''"''52 
which  Durward  presently  commAceo,  justMB  aj 
had  been  .no  unkindly  word  betwixt  tkea  m  * 
course  of  the  morning.  . 

"Thedog,"  thought  the  Soot,  "snails  not !»«,» 
cause  he  intends  to  clear  scores  with  me  at  f^J^i 
for  ever,  when  he  can  snatch  me  by  the  ^J*"^ 
but  we  will  try  for  once  whether  we  cannot  wl  ifl| 
tor  at  his  own  weapons.— Honest  Hayndafl^  1 
said,  "  thou  hast  travelled  with  as  for  leo  (imH 
hast  never  shown  us  a  specimen  of  yoor  aij 
fortune-telling ;  which  you  are,  nevertbeleas. a^m 
of  practising,  that  you  must  needs  ^^^P^'T.yjpB'IPj 
eyery  convent  at  which  we  slop,  at  the  risk  ^  i**l 


they  Qp  not  understand.** 


Give  me  then  a  present  pioof  of  y<wf  jJ^'VJ? 
Quentin  :*  and,  ungloving  ms  hand,  he  odd  tt<a* 
theZingaro.  i  j^ 

Hayraddin  carefully  regarded  all  the  lines  wj 
crossed  each  other  on  the  Scotchmaq  s  pffl,"^ 
noted,  with  etinally  scrupulous  attentioD,  twjffl 
risings  or  swellinfm  at  the  roots  of  the  fin^^JT 
were  then  believed  as  intimately  <i<'°'*'?*75!S  « 
disposition,  habits,  and  fortunes  of  ^j^'^yf^J 
the  orjgans  of  the  brain  are  pretended  to  be  r 
1  own  time. 
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*  Here  is  e  hand,"  nid  Haynddin, ''  which  ipeaka 
toils  endured,  aod  dangers  encountered.  I  read  in 
in  uarly  aoqueintance  with  the  hilt  of  the  sword ; 
d  yet  some  acquaintance  also  with  the  .cjaaps  of  the 
Ujs-boqk." 

'  This  of  my  past  life  yon  may  have  learned  els^* 
lere,"  said  Quentin ;  "  tell  me  something  of  the  Ai- 
e." 

*Thi8  line  from  the  hill  of  Venus,**  said  the  Bohe- 
an,  "not  broken  off  abruptly,  but  .attending  and 
nmpanying  the  lii^  of  life,  argues  a  csertain  and 
tt  fortur^  bv  mama^  whereby  the  party  shall  be 
led  among  the  wealthy  and  the  noble  by  the  influ« 
»  of  succefisfijl  )ov&'' 

Such  promises  you  make  to  all  who  ask  your  ad- 
9l"  6aid  Q,uentin ;  **  tiey  are  part  of  your  art." 
What  I  tell  you  is  as  certam,"  said  Hayraddin, 
I  (bat  you  9hail  in  a  brief  apace  be  menaced  with 
;bty  danger ;  which  I  inf^r  xrom  this  bright  hloodr 
One  cuttmg  the  table-line  transversely,  and  inti- 
ing:  stroke  of  sword,  or  other  violence,  nrom  which 
shall  only  be  saved  by  the  attachment  of  a  faith? 
Bfiend." 

Thyself^  hal"  said  (luentin,  somewhat  indignant 
t  the  chiromantist  should  thus  practise  on  his  cre- 
ity,  and  endeavour  to  found  a  reputation  by  pre* 
ing  the  consequences  of  his  own  treachery. 
My  art,'^  rephed  the  Zingaro,  '*  tells  me  nought 
I  concerns  myself." 

In  this,  then,  the  seeraof  my  land,"  said  Quen  tin, 
:cel  your  boasted  knowledge ;  for  their  skill  teaches 
n  the  dangers  by  which  they  are  themselves  beset 
h  not  my  hills  without  having  felt  a  portion  of  the 
ble  vision  with  which  their  inhabitants  are  saSied.; 
I  will  give  thee  a  proof  of  it,  in  exchange  for  th  v 
amen  of  palmistry.  Hayraddin,  the  danger  which 
at*?ns  me  lies  on  the  rignC  bank  of  the  river— I  will 
id  it  by  travelling  to  Uege  on  the  left  bank." 
be  guide  listened  with  an  apathv,  which,  know- 
the  drcumstanoes  in  which  Maugrabin  stood, 
odtin  could  not  by  any  means  comprehend.  "If 
accomplish  your  purpose,"  was  the  Bohemian  s 
y.  **  the  dangerous  crisis  will  be  transferred  from 
r  lot  to  nunc." 

I  thought,"  Mud  Quentin,  **  that  you  said  but  now, 
t  vou  could  not  presage  your  own  fortune  7" 
Not  in  the  manner  in  which  I  have  but  now  told 
yours,"  answered  Hayraddin;  "but  it  requires 
)  knowledge  of  Louis  of  Valois,  to  presage  that 
ill  hang  your  guide,  because  your  pleasure  was  to 
ite  from  the  road  which  he  recommended." 
rhe  attaining  with  safety  the  purpose  of  the  jour- 
and  ensuring  its  happy  termination,"  said  Qiien- 

*  mnst  atone  for  a  deviation  from  the  ezaot  line 
5  prescribed  route." 

^,"  replied  the  Bohemian,  "if  you  are  sure  that 
jn^  had  in  his  own^eye  the  same  termination  of 
iigrimage  which  he  insinuated  to  you,"  , 
nd  of  what  other  termination  is  it  pospible  that 
utd  have  been  meditating?^  or  why  should  vou 
0e  he  had  any  purpose  in  his  thought,  other  tna% 
.vowed  in  his  direction  T*  inquired  Quentin. 
mply,"  replied  the  Zingaro,  "  that  those  who 
aught  of  the  Most  Qhnstian  King,  are  aware, 
\ie  purpose  about  which  he  is  most  anxious  is 
0  that  which  he  is  least  willing  to  declare.  Let 
acious  Louis  send  twelve  embassies,  and  I  will 
my  neck  to  (he  gallows  a  year  before  it  is  due, 
sven  of  them  ther^  is  not  something  at  the  hot - 
f  the  ink-horn  more  than  the  pen  has  written 
letters  of  credence." 

regard  not  your  foul  suspicions,"  answered 
in  ;  "  my  duty  is  plain  and  peremptory— to  con- 
»8c  ladies  in  safety  to  Liege:  and  I  take  it  on 
think  that  I  best  discharze  that  duty  in  chang- 
r  prescribed  route,  and  keeping  the  left  side  of 
2r  Maes.  It  is  likewise  the  direct  road  ta  Liege. 
3sing  the  river,  we  should*  lose  time,  and  incur 
^  to  no  purpose— Wherefore  should  we  do  so  ?" 
ily  because  pilgrims,  as  they  call  themselves, 
itT  for  Cologne,"  said  Hayraddin,  "do  not 
r  descend  the  Maes  so  low  as  Liege;  and  that 
Ite  of  the  ladies  will  be  accounted  contradic- 
tbcir  professed  destination." 


**If  we  are  cfaalleiifsd  on  that  aoooui 
Quentin,  "  we  will  aay  that  alarms  of  th( 
Duka  or  Gueldre&  or  of  William  de  la  Mai 
the  Ecojxheura  and  laniknechts,  on  the  r 
of  the  river,  justify  our  holding  by  the  left,  ii 
our  intended  route." 

"  As  you  will,  my  good  seignior,"  replied 
hemian— "  I  am.  for  my  part,  equally  ready 
you  down  the  len  as  down  the  right  side  of^l 
—Your  excuse  to  your  master  you  must  i 
for  yourself." 

duentin,  although  rather  surprised,  wai 
same  time  pleased  with  the  ready,  or  at  leas 
repugnant  acquiesceiifie  of  Hayraddin  in  thai 
of  route,  for  he  needed  bis  assistance  as  a  gi 
yet  had  feared  that  the  diKK)ncerting  of  liis 
act  of  treachery  would  have  driven  mm  to  e: 
Besides,  to  expel  the  Bohemian  from  theii 
would  have  been  the  ready  mode  to  bring  do 
liam  de  la  Marck,  with  whom  he  was  in  co 
denoe,  upon  their  intended  route;  wheroas, 
raddin  remained  with  them.  Quentin  the 
could  manage  to  prevent  the  Moor  from  ha 
communication  with  stranffcra,  unless  he  w 
self  a  ware  of  it. 

Abandoning,  therefore,  all  thoughts  of  thi 
nal  route,  the  little  party  followed  that  b^ 
bank  of  the  broad  MaesL  so  speedily  and  succ 
that  the  nekt  day  early  brought  them  to  the j 
end  of  their  journey.  They  found  that  the  B 
Liege,  for  the  sake  of  his  health,  aa  he  himi 
fled,  but  rather,  perhapSj  to  avoki  being  suri 
me  numerous  and  mutinous  jiopulation  .of , 
had  established  hia  residence  in  his  beautifu 
of  Sohonwaldt,  about  a  mile  without  Liege. 

Just  as  they  approached  the  Castle,  they 
Prelate  retur.ning  in  long  procession  from  tb 
bouring  city,  in  whieh  he  had  been  officiatin, 
performance  of  Hkh  Masa«  He  was  at  the 
a  splendid  trtiin  of  religious,  dvil.  and  milits 
mingled  together,  or,  aa  the  ou  ballad-nu 
presses  it, 

**  ▼ith  maey  a  croOT-bearar  bafbia, 
And  mora  fpsar  betiind." 

The  procession  made  a  noble  appearance,  a 
ing  along  the  verdant  banks  of  the  broad  : 
wheeled  into,  and  was  as  it  were,  devoured 
huge  Gothic  portal  of  the  Episcopal  residence 

But,when  the  party  came  more  near,  the 
that  circumstances  around  the  Castle  argued 
and  sense  of  insecurity,  which  contradicted  t 
play  of  pomp  and  power  which  ihey  had  just  ^ 
ed.  Strong  guards  of  the  Bishop's  soldiei 
heedfuUy  ipaintoii^ed  all  around  the  mans 
its  immediate  vicinity ;  and  the  prevailing 
ances  in  an  eccleaiaatical  residence,  seemed  I 
a  sense  of  danger  in  the  reverend  Prelate,  wh 
it  tieccssary  thus  to  surround  himself  with 
defensive  precautions  of  war.  The  ladies  of 
when  announced  by  Quentin,  were  reverenth 
ed  into  the  great  HaU,  where  they  met  with  tl 
cordial  reception  from  the  Bishop,  who  me 
there, at  the  head  of  his  little  Court.  He  wo 
permit  them  to  kiss  his  hand,  but  welcome 
with  a  salute,  which  had  something  in  it  of  gi 
on  the  part  of  a  prince  to  fine  women,  and  sor 
also  of  the  holy  afiecllon  of  a  pastor  to  the  si 
his  flock.' 

Louis  of  Bourbon,  the  reigning  Bishop  of 
was  in  truth  a  generous  and  kind-hearted 
whose  life  had  not  indeed  been  always  confine 
precise  strictnels,  within  the  bounds  of  his 

firofession ;  but  who,  notwithstanding,  had  u 
y  maintained  the  frank  and  honourable  char 
the  House  of  Bourbon,  from  which  he  was  des 
In  later  times,  as  age  advanced,  the  Preh 
adopted  habits  more  beseeming  a  member 
hierarchy  than  his  early  reign  had  exhibited,  a 
loved  among  the  neighbouring  princes,  as  i 
ecclesiastic,  generous  and  magnificent  in  his  o 
mode  of  life,  though  preserving  no  very  ascer 
rity  of  character^  and  governing  with  an  easyi 
encc,  w^ch,  amid  hia  wealthv  and  mutinous  m 
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Itther  encournf^Bti  tftan  siiodbed  rebellious  parooses. 

Tke  Bishop  wd9  00  fiiAt  an  aliy  ofthe  DuHeof  Bur- 
i^ndy,  that  the  latter  dirimed  alpost  a  j6int  sove- 
reignty in  his  bishopric,  and  repiridf  the  good-natured 
ease  with  whi<:h  the  Prelate  admifrcd  claims  whic^ 
he  might  easily  have  disputed,  by  taking  his  part  on 
aU  occasions,  with  the  determined  ana  ftirious  zeal 
which  was  a  part  of  his  charactelr.  He  used  to  say, 
he  considered  Liege  as  his  own,  l!he  Bishop  as  bis 
brother,  (indeed  tney  might  be  accounted  such,  in 
consequence  of  the  Duke  naving  married  for  his  first 
Wife,  the  Bishop's  sister,)  and  that  he  who  annoyed 
Louis  of  Bourbon,  had  to  d6  with  Charles  of  Bur- 
gundy; a  threat  which,  conspderingt  the  character 
and  the  power  of  the  prmce  who  used  it,  would  have 
been  powerful  with  any  but  the  rich  and  discontent- 
ed city  of  Liege,  whene  mttrh  wealth  had,  accordmg 
to  the  ancient  proverb,  made  wit  waver. 

Tlie  Prelate,  as  tK*e  have  said,  assured  the  Ladies 
of  Oroye  of  such  intetxiesston  as  his  mterest  at  the 
Court  of  Burgundv,  uiKd  to  the  uttermost,  might 
gain  for  tl|em,  and  which,  he  hoped,  might  be  the 
more  eflectual,  as  Cainpo-Besso.  from  some  late  dis- 
coveries, stood  rathct  lowcfT  than  formerly  in  the 
Duke's  personal  favour.  He  promised  them  also 
slach  protebdon  as  it  was  in  his  power  io  afTord  \  ^ut 
the  sigh  with  which  he  gave  the  warrant,  seemed  to 
^low  that  his  power  was  more  precarious  than  in 
words  he  was  willing  to  admit. 

"  At  every  event,  my  dearest  deuf[hters^"  said  the 
Bishop,  witn  an  air  in  which,  as  in  his  previous  salute, 
t  mixture  of  sphitual  unctron  qualified  the  hereditary 

Pllantry  of  the  House  of  Bourbon,  '*  Heaven*  forbid 
shoulo  abandon  the  lamb  to  the  wicked  wolf,  or 
noble  ladies  to  the  oopreesion  of  fhitours.'  I  am  a 
man  of  peace,  though  my  abode  now  rings  with 
arms;  but  be  assured  I  win  care  for  your  safoty  a^ 
for  my  own  \  and  should  matters  become  yet  more 
mstracted  hei^  whicl^,  with  cur  f  «ady's  grace,  we 
trust  will  be  liitfaer  pacified  than  inflamed,  we  will 
provkle  for  your  safo-oonduct  «to Germany:  for  not 
even  the  will  of  our  brother  and  protector,  Cnsriee  of 
Burgundy,  shall  prevail  with  us  to  dispose  of  you  in 
any  respect  contrary  to  yoor  own  inclinations.  Wc 
cannot  comply  with  your  request  of  sending  you  to  a 
convent;  for,  alas!  such  is  the  infldence.o? the  sons 
of  Belial  among  the  inhabitants  of  Liege,  that  we 
know  no  retreat  to  which  our  authority  extends,  be- 
yond, the  bounds  of  our  own  castle,  and  the  protec- 
vxrci  of  our  sofdiery.  But  here  you  are  most  welcome, 
and  your  train  shall  have  all  honourable  entertain- 
ment; especially  this  youth,  whom  you  recommend 
00  particularly  to  our  countenance^- and  on  whom  in 
especial  we  bestow  our  blessing.'' 

Quentin  kneeled^  as  in  duty  bound,  to  receive  the 
Episcopal  benediction. 

/•'For  yourselves,*'  proceeded  the  good  Prelate, 
*you  shall  reside  here  with  my  sister  Isabelle,  a 
Canoness  of  Triers,  and  with  whom  'you  may  dwell 
in  all  honouc,  even  under  the  roof  of  so  gay  a  bachelor 
%B  the  Bishop  of  LicgA" 

He  gallantly  conducted  the  ladies  to  his  sister's 
ipartment.  as  he  concluded  the  harangtie  of  wel- 
come :  and  his  Afnster  of  the  Household,  an  officer,' 
who,  haying  taken  Deacon's  orders,  held  something 
between)  a  secular  and  ecclesiastical  character,  en- 
tertain^ Quentin  with  the  hospitality  which  his 
master  enjoined,  while  the  other  personages  of  the 
retinue  of  the  Ladies  of  Croye  were  coairoitted  to  the 
inferior  departments. 

'  In  this  arrangement  Quentin  c^uld  not  help  rc- 
marking,  that  the  presence  of  the  Bohemian,  so 
much  onjected  to  in  country  convents,  seemed,  in  the 
OOtfsehold  of  this  wealthy,  and  perhaps  we  might  say 
worldly  prelate,  to  attract  neithet  objection  nor  remark. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

'      TH»  CITT, 

<1ood  fh«ntfs,  fweeC  fKendi,  let  me  not  ttfr  roii  up 
To  any  midilBn  aetuf  mutiny  1— Jii/tes  Gctar. 

Srparatbd  (Vom  the  Lady  Isabelle,  whose  looks 
wm  been  for  »t  many  days  Has  load-star,  Quentin 


felt  a  strange  vacaficy  and  chilhie89  of  the  be« 
which  he  had  not  yet  experienced  fn  any  of  the  ri( 
sitydes  to  which  his  life  had  subjected  him.  No  do 
the  cassation  of  the  close  and  unavoidable  intercos 
and  intimacy  betwixt  them  was  the  neceosarj  coe 
quence  of  the  Countess  having  obtoined  a  plao 
settled  her  residence;  for,  und^r  wti^t  pretext  co 
she,  had  she  meditated  such  an  impropriety  have  I 
a  gallant  young  squire,  such  as  Quentin,  in  const 
attendance  upon  herl 

But  the  flrtiock  of  the  separation  was  not  the  n 
welcome  that  it  seemed  unavoidable,  and  the  pn 
heart  of  Quentin  swelled  at  findinir  he  was  h 
ed  with  like  an  ordinary  postilion,  or  mn  escon  iro 
doty  is  discha)^;  while  bis  eyes  synpatluxai 
far  as  to  drop  a  secret  tear^or  two  orver  the  nias 
all  those  siry  castles,  so  many  of  wbich  be  hid  e 
ployed  himself  in  constructing  durinfi^  their  too 
teresfing  jom^ney.  He  made  a  mai^jr,  bat,  at  fti 
vain  eflort,  to  throw  off  this  mental  dejectioo ;  1 
so,  yielding  io  the  fcelmgs  he  could  not  SQppieik 
sat  him  down  in  one  of  the  deep  recesses  fonnea 
a  window  which  lighted  the  great  Gothic  bill 
Bchonwaldt,  and  there  reysed  upon  his  hard  for« 
which  had  not  assigned  him  rank  or  wealth  soffida 
to  nrosecute  his  daring  suit. 

Quendn  tried  to  dispel  the  sadness  which  ovate 
him  by  diftsatching  Chariet,  ono^of  the  valet&  n 
letters  to  the  court  of  Louis,  announcing  the  inzn 
of  the  Ladiei  of  Croye  at  Liege.  At  \tn^  fast  ■ 
tural  buoyancy  of  temper  returned,  nrachexdiedl 
the  ^'tle  of  an  old  romauti^  which  had  been  instjyik 
ed  at  Strasbourg,  and  which  lay  beside  him  a  ik 
window,  the  title  of  which  set  forth. 


Hoi 

Loved  ttie 


SoaireiM 
e£jiif'» 


oTIowe 


While  he  was  tracing  the  ^letters  Make" of  d^ 
ditty  90  congenial  to  his  own  situation,  (ioaitin  ns 
it^temipted  by  a  touch  on  the  shoulder,  lud,  lookiss 
up,  beheld,  the  Bbhemian  standing  by  him. 

Hayraddtn,  never  a  welcome  sight,  wis  ofioia 
from  bis  late  treiichery,  and  Quentm  stenilTi!^ 
bim^  why  he  darM  to  take  tho  fre^om  to  tooc^  1 
Ohnstian  and  a  gentleman. 

"  Simpiv,"  answered  the  Bohemian,  "becaw' 
wished  to  know  if  the  Christian  gentluiian  bid  if 
his  foelmg  as  well  as  his  ej'es  andears.  I  havtsai 
speaking  to  you  these  five  minutes,  and  foa  Itf 
stared  on  that  scrap  of  yellow  paper,  as  if  it  vs^ 
spell  to  turn  yon  into  a  statue,  and  had  M 
wrought  half  its  purpose." 

"  Well,  what  dost  thou  want  7  Speak,  vd* 
gme  I" 

'^  I  want  what  all  nien  want,  thongfa  few  are# 
fied  with  it,"  said  Hayraddin ;  "  I  want  my  doK« 
ten  crowns  of  gold  for  guiding  the  ladies  mthet 

*'  With  what  face  darest  thoa  ask  any  guenki^ 

Sond  n^y  sparing  thy  worthless  lifoT*  aud  Durvv 
ercely;  ^  thou  Knowest  that  it  was  thy  porpMi 
keve  betrayed  them  on  the  road."  ^ 

"  But  I  did  ngf  betray  diem,**  said  Hayraddfir 
I  had,  I  would  nave  asked  no  guerdon  from  f 
or  fr6m  them,  but  from'hhn  whom  their  kM> 
upon  the  right-hand  aide  of  die  river  mif^t  10 
benefited.  The  party  that  I  have  senred  is  thepH 
who  nrust  pay  me." 

"  Thy  guerdon  perish  with  thee,  then,  traitBt 
said  Quentin.  telling  out  the  money.    •*  del  dw ' 
the  Boar  of  Ardennes,  or  to  the  devft !  but  keep! 
after  out  of  my  sight,  lest  I  send  thee  thither  r 
thy  lime."  I 

^*  The  Boar  of  Ardennes  f  repeated  the  Boh 
with  a  stronger  emotion  of  surprise  than  his  t 
usually  expressed ;  "  it,  was  then  no  va?ue  gw 
general  suspicion— which  made  you  insist  on  < 
ing  the  rond  ?— Can  it  be— are  there  really  in  t 
lands  arts  of  prophecy  more  sure  than  those  ff 
wandering  tribes?    The  willow  tree  under  w 
snoke  could  tell  no  tales.     But  no— no— 0 
that  I  was!— I  have  it— I  have  it !— The  wil 
the  brook  near  yon  convent— I  saw  you  look  t 
it  as  you  passea  it.  about  half  a  mile  from  yon  h 
dronea— that  could  not  indeed  speak,  but  it  1 
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hide  6iMWho  <ioiild'4iearl  I  wilt  htiid  mf  ooi|ndl8 
in  aa  open-pioin  faenotfoith  i  not  a  bunch  of  tmatleB 
■hall  be  nwrme  'for  aiScot  to  ahfoud  amongst— Ha ! 
ht  1  the  8cot  batb  beat  the  ZiDgaro  at  his  own  subtle 
weapons.  But  knoit,  Qutotin  Ourward,  that,  you 
have  foiled  me  to  tho  marring  of  thine  own  fortune 
—Tee !  the  fortune  I  told  thee  of;  from  the  linea  on 
thy  hand,  bad  been  hobljr  acc^mpJiBhed  but  for  thine 
own  6bstinac|r," 

*'  hy  Saint  J^idrew/'  said  QuoDtm,  "  thy  im- 
padnaoe  makes  me  taugh  id  spite  e(f  myself— How, ; 
or  in  what,  should  thy  sueoaaful  villany  hsre  been 
of  service  to  me^  1  hesn^indeed,  that  ytm  did' 
ctjpulate  to  save  my  lifey  which  oondition  your  wor* 
thy  alUee  would  speedily  have  forgotten,  h(|d  we 
onoe  coiBB  to  blowaHbst  in  what  thy  betrayal  of, 
these  ladies  could  have^scrved  tme^  but  by  esposiag 
me  to  death  or  oa^bvvy,-  is  a  matter  beyond  hniiBan 
bcmins  to  coitjeoture." 

"  JNb  matter  thinking  «f.it,  •then,"  aaidBayraddin, 
"£brlmean  stiU  tosofpiise  jroo  with  my  gratitude. 
Had  you  kept  baek  wm  .fairo,  J  should  have  iield  t^at : 
we  wek-e  quit,  and  had  left  you  to  your  own  foolish 
gaidadoe.  As  it  is,  I  rsmiinyom"  debtor  for  yonder 
matter  on  the  baoka  of  ilieOhcir." 

^'  Msthinks  I  ktrp  already  taken  out  the  paymeni 
in  curaimr  and  ahnsiim  thee,*'  eaid  -Quentin. 

^^Hard  words,  or  kindnonest"  asid  the  Zingan»i, 
"are  but  wind,  which  make  tso  weight  in  the  ba*" 
knee.   Had  you  stra^  aie,  ii\deed,  inataad  of  •threat- 

'  "1  am  likoly  enough  lotake  out  payment  in  that 
way,  if  you  provoks  mo  ioagBt.** 

■1  would-  not  advise  it,"  aaid  the  Zingaro  {  *'  soeh 
MM'ment*  made  bra  rash  hand,  might  exceed,  the' 
AsDt,  and  unhappny  leave  a  balance  on  your  side, ', 


your  L__, 
which  I  am  not  one  to  foiijel  or  fomive;  iA.nd  now 
farewell,  but  not  for  a  long  opaoe— Igo  to, bid  adieu 
io  the  Ladies  of  Croye." 

k  "  Thou  1"  saki  Quentin  in  astonishment— "<Aou  be 
admitted  to  the  presence  of  thdladies,  and  here,  where 
ihey  are  m  a  manner  reolutea  under  4he  pn>tealion 
of  the  Bishop's  sister,  a  noble  eanoness  1  It  is  im^ 
poesibla" 

"Marthon,  however,  waits  to  conduct  mo  to  their* 
Dreaence,"  said  tiie  Zmgaro.  wi:h  a  sneer;  "and  I 
[Oust  pray  your  forgtvcoeas  a  I  leave  you  something 
ibruptly,'^ 

•  He  turned  aa  if  to  depart,  hot  instantly 'eoming 
tack,  said,  with  a  tomb  of  deep  and  serious  emphaaiB, 

*  I  know  your  hopea^they  are  daring,  yet  not  vain, 
f  I  aid  them.  I  k^ow  yonr  fears— th^  should  teach 
>rudence,  not  timidity.  Every  woman  may  be  won. 
\  count  IB  but  a  nickname,  which  will  befit  QLaentin 
IS  well  as  the  other  niokname  of  duke-befits  Chariest 
ir  that  of  king  befits  Louis,"    . 

Ere  Durward  oould  reply,  the  Bohemian  had  left 
he  hall,    ^nentin  iostanUy  followed ;  bnt«  .better 
the  Scot  with  the  pasaatses  of  the 


hcquain ted  than  .^.  , 

louee,  Hayraddin  kept  the  advanta«pe  whk:h  'he  had 
(istten ;  aod  tho  pursiier  lost  sig^t  of  him  as  ke  de- 
•endod  a  small  oacktatsBrcase.  StiU  Durward  fol- 
owed,  though  without  exact  consdonsness  of  his 
i^m  purpose  in  doing  so.  The  atairoase  terminated 
f  a  aoor  openina  into  the  alley  of  a  garden,  in  which 
10  atrain  behela  the  Zingaro  hastening  down  a 
loached  walk. 

:  On  two  sides,  the  gaidea  was  surrounded  by  the 
mild  ai|?s  of  the  castter^  huge  M  pile,  partlt  castel* 
feted  and  partly  reeqnbting  an  eoolesiastieal  boibl- 
fig :  «m  the  other  two  nden,  the  endosare  was  a  high 
mbattled  wall.  Croasing  the  alleys  of  tho  garden : 
»  another  iiart  of  the  boildhijps,  where  a  postetn-door 
^ened  behind  a  large  masewe  batkress,  overgrown 
lith  ivy,  Hayraddin  looked  back,  and  waved  his 
fand  in  signal  of  an  exultiag  farewell  to  his  foikiwer, 
Hio  saw  thai  in  efieot  the  postetn-tkior  was  opened 
qr  Martfaon^taod  that  tho  vue  Bohemian  was  admit- 
BQ  into  the  prednots,-  aa  he  aatwally  concluded,  of 
ho  apartment  of  the  Countesses  of  Croye.  <luentin 
lit  luB  hps  with  indigdatfon,  and  blamed  himself 
levorely  that  he  had  not  made  the  ladiea  sensible  of 
no  foU  infomy  of  Hayraddin's  character,  and  ac- , 
piainted  with  hia  machinations  against  their  aaleCf.  < 


The  arrogating  msnner  which  the  Bohemian  had 
promised  to  back  his  suit,  added  to  his  anger  and  his 
diaguat :  and  he  felt  aaif  even  the  hand  of  the  Couof-  < 
tees  IsaDcUe  would  be  profaned,  were  it  possible  to 
attdin  it  by  feuoh  patronage^.  "  But  it  ii  all  a  d€«;ep- 
tion."  he  aaid--**  a  turn  of  bis  base  jufKgling  artifioa. 
He  has  proeoreckaoeeea  to  these  ladies  upon  soma 
false  pretence,  ana  with  some  mischievoos  intentkm. 
Itis  well  I  have  learned  where  they  lodge.  I  will 
watch  Martfakm,  and  aolidtan  interview  with  them, 
wem  it  but  to  place  them  on  their  mianL  It  ,i».haro 
that  I  must  use  artifioe  and  brook  dday,  when  such 
as  he  have  admittance  openly  and  without  scruple. 
They- shall  find, -however,  that  though  I  am  excluded 
from  their  preseocev  Isabelle's  sa&ty  is  still  the  chief 
suUect  of  my  vigilance." 

While  the  young  lover  was  thus  meditating,  an 
aged  gentleman  orthe  Bishop's  household  approach- 
ed him  from  die  same  door  by  n^hich  he  had  oimasif 
antcrad  the  garden,  and  made  ium  aware,  though 
with  the  greatest  dvility  of  mamMr,  that  the  garden 
was  private,  and  reserved  onlsr  for  the  use  of  the  Bi- 
ahsp,  and  miests  of  the  very  hiaheat  distinction. 

AuoDtin  heard  him  lepeat  this  informatioa  twioe 
ere  iio  put  the  proper  construction  upon  it  j  and  then 
starting  aa  from  a  reverie,  he.bowed,  and  hutvied  out 
of  the  garden,  the  of&dal  person  following  him  all 
■tbelsviy,  and  overwbehning  him  with  formal  apolo- 
gies for  the  necessary  discharge  of  his  duty.  Nay,  so 
pertinacious  was  he  in  his  attempts  to  mmove  the 
o^nce  which  beaoniedved  Dnrward  to  have  taken, 
that  he  oflered  to  beatotw-his  own  company  upon  him, 
to  contribute  to  his  entertainment;  una  Quentin, 
InftemaHy  cursing  Kis^ibrma!  foppery^  found  no  better 
way  of  esqap^than  protending  a  deaire  of  visiting  tho 
ndgbbouiinj^bty,  and  setting  off  thither  at  such  a 
round  pace  as  speedily  sohdu^  all  desire  in  the  gen> 
tlenan-usher  to  accompany  him  farther*  than  thf 
drawbddge.  In  a  fow  minutesi  (^uentin  was  withia 
the  walla  of  the  city  of  Liege,  then  one  of  the  richest 
in  Flanders,  and  of  course  m  the  world. 

.  Melancholy,  evett  love-melandioly,  is  not  so  deeply 
seated,  at  least  in  minda  of  a  man^  sind  elastb  cna^ 
raoter,  aa  the  soA -enthusiasts  who  sufier  under  it  are 
fond  of  believing.  It  yielda-to  unexpected  apd  strik- 
ing impressbna  apon  the  senses,  to  change  of  place, 
to  suoh  scenes  as  create  nelv  treina  of  asaodation, 
and  to  the  infiuence  of  the  busy  hum  of  mankind,  la . 
a  few  miimtei,  Quen tin's  attendon  was  as  much  en- 
grossed by  the  variety  of  obiscts  presented  in  rapifl 
sucoessbn  by  the  busy  streets  of  liege,  as  if  there 
had  ndtker  been  a  Counttsa  Isabelle,  nor  a  Bohemi- 
an, in  the  world. 

The  lofty  houseB,--^tfae  stateltr^  though  narrow  and 
gkomy  streets,— the  splendkl  display  of  the  richest 
goods  and  most  aorgraus  armour  in  the  warehouses 
and  shops  aroundi—ihe  walks  crowded  by  busy  dti- 
sens  of  every  description,  paaaing  and  rebassing  widb 
faces  of  tarefol  importanee  or  eaaer  bustiii,-'the  huge 
wains,  which  transported  to  and  fino  the  sabjects  of 
export  and  import,  the  former  consisting  of  broad 
cloths  and  feerge,  arms  of  all  kmds,  nails  and  iron 
woik,  tvhile  the  hitter  comprehended  every  article  of 
use  or  luxury',  intended'either  for  tho  consumption  of 
an  opvdent  oitu,  or  recdved  in  befrter,  and  destined  to 
be  transported -elsewherei-^ll  these  objects  combinod 
to  form  an  engroadng  mcture  of  weatth,  bustle,  and 
aplendour,  to  which  Qaentin  had  been  hitherto  a 
atrenger.  He  admired  also  the  various'  streams  and 
canals,  drawn  from  and  communicating  with  the 
Maes,  which^  traversing  the  dty  in  vaiioasdirectioiis. 
T)ifered  to  every  quarter  the  commercial  fadhties  of 
water-carriifege,  and  ho  foiled  not  to  bear  a  mass  n 
the  venerable  md  Chmrcfa  of  Saint  Lambert,  said  to 
have  been  founded  m  the  ejgfath  century.      • , 

It  was  upon  leaving  this  place  of  worship  tha* 
^nentin  be^n  to  observe,  that  he;  who  had  been 
hitherto  gtfzing  on  all  aimmd  him  wnfa  the  eagemeas 
•of  nnrestraimn  cariosity,  was  himself  the  oBjeet  of 
attention  to  seteral  groups  of  sobotantial-lookinc 
burghers,  who  seemed  assembled  to  look  upon  him 
as  h^  leit  the  churchy  and  ambngat  whom  arose  a 
buzz  and  whisper,  which  spiesd  from  one  pkrtr  to 
another  j  while  the  mimber  of  0i2en  oonliuBed  la 
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fengmentnitndly,  aiKPtheeyesof  each  who  added  to 
It  were  ea0erly  directed  to  Quentin,  Mrith.  a  stare 
which  expressed  mmeh  interest  and  curiosity,  mingled 
with  a  certain  degree  of  respect.  . 

At  length  he  now  formed  the  centre  <tf  a  considera- 
ble crowd,  which  yet  yielded  before  him  while  he 
•fxiotimied  to  move  forward  \  wh|p  those  who  fol- 
lowed or  kept  pace  with  him^  studiously  avoided 
liresAing  on  him,  or  impeding^  his  motions.  Yet  his 
situation  was  too  embarrassHig  (o  be  long  endured, 
-.without  middiig  some  attenipt  to  extricate  himaelt, 
4md  to  obtain  some  explanation. 

<laentin  looked  around  him,  and  fixing  Upon  a 
jolly,  stout-made,  respectable  man,  whom,  by  his 
velvet  cloak  and  goki  chain,  ho  concluded  to  be  a 
burgher  of  eminence,  and  perhaps  a  magistrate,  he 
asked  him,  "  Whether  he  saw  any  thing  particular 
in  his  appearance  to  attract  public  attention  in  a 
degree  so  unusual  1  orv  whether  it  was  the  ordinary 
custom  of  the  people  of  Liecje  thus  to  throng 'around 
•trangers  who  ^chanced  to  visit  their  dty  V* 

**  £^reiy  not,  good  seignior,"  answered  the  burgh- 
er; "  the  liegeois  are  neither  so  idly  cnnous  as  to 
practise  such  a  custom,  nor  is  there  any  thing  in  your 
dress  or  appearance,  saving  that  which  is  most  wel* 
come  to  tnis  city,  and  which  our  townsmen  are  both 
delishted  to  see,  and  desirous  to  honour." 

^*l^is  sounds  very  pohte,  worthy  sir,"  said  Quen- 
tin  I  "  but  by  the  Cross  of  Saint  Andrew,  I  cannot 
even  guess  at  your  meanmg." 

**  Your  oath,  sir,"  answered  the  merchant  of  Liege, 
*'  as  weU  as  your  acoent,x  convinces  me  that  we  are 
right  in  our  eoi^ecture." 

^'By  my  patron  Saint  Quentin  1"  said  Durwaid,  "I 
am  farther  off  from  your  meaning  than  ever.*' 

"There  again  now,"  reuoined  theViegeois,  look*- 
ing|  as  he  spoke^  most  ptovokinglv,  yet  most  civilly, 
politic  and  mtelligent.— '*  It  is  surelv  not  for  us  to  see 
that  winch  you,  worthy  seignior,  deem  it  proper  to 
conceal.  But  why  swear  by  Saint  ^uentm,  if  vou 
would  not  have  me  construe  your  meaninflr'}—W« 
know  the  good  Count  of  Saint  PauL  who  liea  there 
at  present,  wishes  well  to  our  cause." 

^  On  my  Kfe,"  said  Quentin,  **  you  are  under  some 
dehision— I  know  nothing  of  Saint  Paul.^' 

"Nay,  we  question  you  mbt,"  said  the  burR^er; 
"  although,  hark  re— 1  say,  hark  in  your  ear-my 
name  is  Pavilion.'^  ^ 

"And  wiiat  is  my  busmess  with  that,  Seigmor 
Pavilion  T' said  Uoentin. 

"  Nay,  nothing— only  methinks  it  might  satisfy 

Eu  that  I  am  trustworthy^Here  is  my  colleague 
>u8laer,  too-" 

Rouslaer  advanced,  a  oorpolent  dignitary^  whose 
liiir  round  bdljr,  tike  a  batteimg-ram,  "did  snake  the 
press  before  him^"  and  who,  whispenng  caution  to 
his  neighboiv^  said,  in  a  tone  of  rebuke— "You  for^ 
get  good  colleague,  the  place  is  too  open— the  seignior 
will  retire  to  your  house  or  mine,  and  drink  a  glass 
q£  Rhenisfa  and  sugar,  and  then  wo  shall  hear  more 
of  our  good  friend  and  ally,  whom  wo'  love  with  all 
our  honest  Flemish  hearts." 

"  I  have  no  news  for  any  of  yoo,"  said  Qnendn, 
impatiently;  "I  will  drink  ito  Khenish;  and  I  only 
deaireof  you.  as  men  of  account  and  respectability, 
to  disperse  this  idle  crowd,  and  allow  a  stranger  to 
leave  your  town  as  quietly  as  he  oame  into  it."        . 

"  Nar,  then,  sir,"  said  Rouslaer,  "  since  you  stand 

so  much  on  your  incognito,  and  with  us,  too,  who 

are  men  of  confidence,  let  me  ask  you  roundly, 

,   wherefore  wear  you  the.  badge  of  your  company;  if 

you  would  remain  unknown  in  Liege  ?" 

"What  badge,  and  what  order?"  said  Quentini 
'*you  look  like  reverend  men  and  grave  citizens,  yet, 
on  my  soul,  you  are  eithqr  mad  yourselves,  or  desire 
to  drive  me  so.'^ 

*  ^iipperment !"  said  the  other  burgher, "  this  youth 
wodd  make  Saint<  Lambert  swear  1  Why,  who 
wear  bonnets  with  the  Saint  Andrew's,  cross  and 
Meur-<U'lya^  save  the  Scottish  Archere  of  King 
Louia's  GuardsT' 

.  "  And  supposing  I  am  an  Archer  of  the  Scottish 
Auard.  why  shouldyoumnkea  wonder  of  my  weanng 
aho  baikpB  af  my  company  1"  saiiQiieniin,  impatiently. 


"  He  has  avowed  it,  he  ftaa  avowed  it  f*  aaidffsB. 

laer  and  Pavilion,  mminiTitu  theaaaembled  boyifaBi 
in  attitudes  of  congratulationf  with  waving  am 
extended  palms,  and  large  round  feces  radntagvid 
glee.  "  He  hath  avowed  himedf  an.  Axcher  of  LooA 
Ouaril-Hof  Louis,  the  guardian  of  the  fiberua  4 
Lieger      • 

A  genera!  shout  and  ay  now  arose  from  the  wdr 
titude,  in  which  were  mingled  the  varioos  mnadsd 
^  Long  live  Loffls  of  France!  Longtime  the  So«M 
Guanf!  Long  live  the  valiant  Archer  I  Our  hbcEda 
our  piiyilegea,  or  death  1  No  imposts!  Longia 
the  valiant  Boiir  of  Ardennes  S  Down  with  CttnlB 
of  Burgundy  I  and  oonfinion  to  Bourbon  and  lii 
bishopnc !" 

Half-stunned  by  the  noiaa,  which  bqgan  aaarii 
one  quartet  so  'Soon  as  it  ceased  in  aaothcr,  aaii 
and  falling  like  the  billows  qf  the  sea,  and  an 
ed  by  thousands  of  voices  which  loarsd  in 
imm  distaht  etreetaand^market-plaoe^  Qnentii  b 
yet  time  to  form  m  ooi^jecture  concerning  the  bbb- 
mg  ofthe  tuAralt,  and  a  pian  far  regolating  hiKm 
conduct 

He  had  forgotten  that)  after  his  nkirmiBh  ^ 
Orleans  and  DunoiB^  one  of  hia  oomradea  ha^< 
Lond  Crawford's  eommand,  replaced  the  Bam 
cloven  by  the  sword  of  the  latter,  writh  one  of  ^ 
8teel->lined  bonnets,  which  formed  a  part  of  tbcjt^ 
per  and  wel  1-known  eouipment  of  the  Sootdi  Gbm 

That  an  individual  of  this  body,  which  

kept  very  close  to  Louis's  person,  should  kiw^- 
peared  in  the  streets  of  a  dty,  whose  civfl  Actgasm 
had  been  aggravated  by  the  agents  of  that  Castas 
naturally  enough  interprets  by  the  bio^Mid 
Liege  into  a  determine  ti6n  on  the  part  tf  Las 
openly  to  assist  their  oaasei  and  the  appariaesflfa 
individual  archer  was  iMigflified  inio  a  ple^if» 
mediate  and  active  support  from  Louis— air,  isrtf  as 
assurance  that  his  auxiliary  forces  wereacasiB|r»- 
tering  the  town  at  one  or  othtr,  thouf^h  at  see  caM 
distinctly  tell  which,  of  the  dty-^tes. 

To  remove  a  conviction  so  generally  ado^a^Aw- 
tin  easily  saw  waa  impossible— nay,  Uiai  af^taaa^ 
to  undeceive  men  so  obstinately  preposoeneiira^ 
belief;  would  be  attended  with  personal  risk,  via? 
in  thn  case,  he  saw  little  uaa  of  incurring  He  ^ 
fore  haatilY  resolved  to  tempoTiae^  and  to  aei  fat^ 
best  way  ne  could;  and  this  resolution  ne  feni 
while  they  were  in  the  net  of  conducting  faaa  9» 
Stsdtbouse,  wher^  the  notables  of  the  towa  « 
fast  assembling,  in  order  to  hear  the  tkiings  ^ 
he  was  presumed  to  have  brought,  and  toregsks 
with  a  splendid  banquet. 

In  spite  of  all  hiaioppoaitbn,  which  waa  set  ^ 
to  moaesty,'  he  was  on  every  side  sarroonded  b«c 
donors  of  popularity,  the  vnahvoAry  tide  of  «tt 
now  floated  aroUfad  him.  His  two  borgossa* 
friends,  who  were  Seftoppen,  or  Syndics  of  the  <^ 
had  madeifiwt  both  his  arms.  Before  him,  Nih 
Blok,  ihe  chief  of  the  butcher's  incorporation,  hs4 
summoned  from  his  office  in  the  shambles,  braoft 
ed  hia  death-doutg  axe,  yet  smeared  with  hlood  ■ 
brains,  vH«h  a  comage  and  grace  which  brcn^ 
alons  oonkl  inspire.  Behind  nim  came  the  tali,fai 
raw-boned,  very  dnmk,  and  very  patriotic  figoRJ 
Claus  Hammerlem,  pwaideht  of  the  mysterv  oft 
workers  in  iron,  and  followed  by  at  least  a  t&juai 
unwashed  artificers  of  his  class.  Weaveia^  naM 
ropemakera,  artisana  of  every  degree  and  eallfl 
thronged  forward  to  join  the jsfoeeesion  fiom  ew 
gloofay;and  naitow  atreel.  Escape  seemed  a  A 
perote  and  impossible  adveatare.  - 

In  this  dilemmSf  QueHtia  sMtealed  to  Roadai 
who  hekl  one  arm,  and  to  Paviikm,  who  had  ! 
the  other,  and  who  wi?re  oonduetinghim  foi 
the  head  of  the  ovatkai^  of  which  he  had  9o  wt 
pectedly  beconaa  }the  principal  object.  He  faaat 
acquainted  them- "  with  hiii  having  thotMhtlsa; 
adopted  the  bonnet  of  the  Scottish  Guard,  on . 
acodeat  havufig  occurred  to  the  head-fMeca  in  wla 
he  had  proposed  to  travel ;  he  regretted  than  owi 
to  thaadfcomatance,  and  the  ehaip  wit  vrrth  wfti 
the  Lia^oia  draw  the  nattral  iHfoRnoe  of  his  oral 
^d  «h«  purpose  of  his  tint,  these  thin|^  had  h 
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publicly  discovered;  aQd  he  intimated,  thut,  if  just 
now , conducted  Co  the  Stadthouse,  ho  might  uo- 
liappily  fee!  himself  under  the  necessity  of  commu- 
nicating to  the  assembled  notables  certain  matters, 
which  he  was  directed  by  the  King  to  reserve  for  the 

fmvatc  ears  of  his  excellent  gossips,  Meinheers  Rous- 
aer  and  Pavilion  of  Liege.'^ 

This  la^t  hint  operated  like  map(^  on  the  two  citi- 
zens, who  were  the  pioet  distinsuished  leaders  of  the 
in^irgent  burghei^,  and  were,  like  all  demagogues  of 
their  Kind,  desirous  to  keep  every  thing  within  their 
own  management,  so  far  as  possible.  They  there- 
Ibie  hastily  agreed  that  Q,uentin  should  leave  the 
town  for  tiie  time,  and  return  by  night  to  Liege,  and 
converse  with  them  privately  in  the  house  of  Rou^s- 
Jaer^  near  the  gate  opposite  to  Scbonwaldt.  Qucntin 
hesitated  not  to  tell  them,  that  he  was  at  present 
residing  in  the  Bishop's  palaoe,  under  prete.iice  of 
bearing  dispatches  from  the  French  Court,  although 
his, real  errand  was,  as  they, had  well  cqnjeotured, 
desisned  to  the  citizens  of  Lie^;  Rnd  this  tortuous 
mpde  of  conducting  a  communication,  as, well  as  the 
character  and  rank  of  the  person  to  whom  it  was 
sopposed  to  be  intrusted,  was  so  consonant  to  the 
chari&cter  of  Louis,  as  neither  to  exdte  doubt  nor 
fturpnse. 

Afmost  immediately  after  this  tclaxrcisstment  was 
completed,  the  progress  of  the  multitude  brought 
Cheni  opposite  to  the  door  of  Pavilion's  house,  in  one 
of  the  principal  streets,  but  which  communicated 
from  behind  with  the  Maes,  by  means  of  a  garden, 
•8  well  as  an  extensive  manufactory  of  tan-pits  and 
other  conveniences  for  dressing  hides ;  for  fho  pa- 
triotic burgher  was  a  felt-dresser,  or  currier. 

It  wss  natural  that  Pavilion  should  desire  to  do 
the  honours  of  his  dweUing  to  the  supposed  envoy  of 
Lonis,  and  a  halt  before  his  house  excited  no  sur- 
prise on  the  part  of  thu  multitude;  who^on  the  con- 
trary, greeted  Meinheer  Pavilion  wth  a  loud  riral,  as 
he  ushered  in  his  distinguished  guest.  Quentin 
speedily  laid  asid^is  rcmatkablc  bonnet,  hr  the  cap 
of  a  felt-maker,  %^  flung  a  cloak  over,  his  other 
jipparel.  PavilloiO  men  furnished  him  with  a  pass- 
port to  pass  the  jSiates  of  the  cily^  and  to  return  by 
night  or  dayas  should  suit  his  convenience;  and, 
lastly,  committed  him  to  the  charge  of  his  daughter, 
n  fair  and  smiling  Flemish  lass,  with  instructions 
how  be  was  to  be  disposed  of,  while  lie  himself  has- 
tened back  to  his  colleague,  to  amuse  their  JHeiids  at 
the  Stadthouse,  with  the  best  excuseg  which  they 
•jould  invent  for  the  disappearance  of  King  Louis's 
•nvoy.  Wc  cannot,  as  the  footman  says  in  the  play, 
neconect  the  exact  nature  oJf  the  lie  which  the  Bel- 
n^^ethers  told  the  flock;  but  no  task  is  so  easy  as 
that  of  imposing  upon  a  ituiltitude  whose  eager  pre- 
judices have  more  than  half  doi^e  liie  business,  ere 
the  impostor  has  spoken  a  word. 

The  worthy  bureess  was  no  sooner  gone,  than  his 
)lump  daughter,  Trudchen,  uith  many  a  blush,  and 
iftany  a  wreathed  smile,  wjiich  suited  very  prettily 
mtn  lips  like  cherries,  laughing  blue  eyes,  ana  a  skin 
Tanspareritly  pure,  eRCortwl  the  handsome  stranger 
nrotjgh  the  pfoachcd  alleys  of  the  Siciir  Pavilion's 
prden,  down  to  the  water-side,  and  there  saw  him 
airl V  enibarked  in  a  boat,  which  two  stout  Fleming?, 
n  tneir  trunk-hose,  fur  cops,  and  many-buttoneu 
flXKins,  had  got  in  readiness  with  as  much  hasie  as 
lieir  low-country  nature  would  (>ermit. 

As  the  pretty  Trudchen  spoke  nothing  but  German, 
iuentin,—no  difi^aragemcnt  to  his  loyal  affection  to 
he  Countess  of  Cioye,— (?ould  on (y express  bis  thanks 
►y  a  kiss  on  those  same  cherry  lips,  which  was  very 
falfnntly  bestowed,  and  accepted  with  all  modest 
nratitnde;  for  gallants  with  a  form  and  face  like  our 
Scottish  Archer,  were  not  of  everj'-day  occurrence 
Unong  the  iuurgeoisie  of  Liege.  ♦ 

•  The  advrnfurv  of  Quentin  it  Lieir»  nmf  }»  flionfht  owr- 
cmfned,  »t  it  i»  nttmnrdinarf  what  ftliirtM  cireanwtanoe*  will 
oll«ence  ^  public  oiiad  in  •  moment  of  doubt  and  nneortnio- 
jr.  Most  rcu4er4  muat  n'mnmbcr,  that,  when  t)ie  THitr.h  were 
m  ifie  point  of  tiftiuig  «?«inj«l  fhw  Frpnch  yoke,  tlii»ir  mal  for 
ibr'ratioo  r^eeWed  a  dtronf  imiValan  fVom  f he  lan^tpf  of  a  p<>r- 
lOn  in  a  BritMirtilaritiiernmfonn.whiiwpraacnoe^tlioarlithat 
MTa  pn«2^ i|divi<^¥f)» vm nfoeiTai m  a  jwrantM of ^ft^n^fp 


While  the  boat  waa  rowed  up  the  slusKish  watera 
of  the,  Maes,  and  passed  the  defences  of  the  tpwn, 
Quentiji  had  time  enough  to  reflect  what  account  he 
ought  to  give  of  his  adventure  in  Liege,  when  he  re 
turned  ,to  the  Bishop'<  palace  of  Sknonwaldt;  and 
disdaining  alike  to  betray  any  person  who  had  reposed 
confidence  in  him,  although  oy  misapprehension,  or 
to  conceal  from  the  hospitable  Prelate  the  mutinous 
state  of  his  capital,  he  resolved  to  confine  himself  to 
so  general  an  account  as  might  put  the  Bishop  uoon 
his  guard,  while  it  should  pouit  out  no  mdividuai  tp 
bis  vengeance. 

He  was  landed  from  the  boat,  witmn  naif  a  roilt 
of  the  castle,  and  rewarded  liis  rowers  with  a  guilder, 
to  their  great  satisfactwn.  Yet,  short  as  was  the 
roace  which  divided  him  from  Schonwaldt,  the  castle- 
bell  had  tolled  for  dinner,  and  Quentin  found^  more- 
over, that  he' had  approached  the  castle  on  a  different 
side  fVom  that  of  the  principal  entrance,  and  that  to 

fo  round  would  throw*  his  arrival  considerably  later, 
[e,  therefore,  made  straight  towards  the  side  that 
was  nearest  him,  as  he  discerned  that  it  presented  an 
embattled  wall,  j)robably  that  of  the  little  garden  al- 
ready noticed,  wi(h  a  postern  opening  upon  the  moat, 
and  a  skiff  moored  by  the  postern,  which  might  serve, 
he  thought,  iipon  summons,  to  i)ass  him  over.  As  bo 
approached,  in  hopea  to  make  his  entrance  this  way, 
the  postern  opened,  a  man  came  out,  and,  jump' — 


he  came  near,  Q,uentin  discerned  that  this  person  was 
the  Bohemian,  who,  avoiding  hini.  as  was  not  diffi* 
cult,  held  a  different  path  towards  Liege,  and  was  pre* 
sently  out  of  his  ken. 

Here  was  new  subject  for  meditation.  Had  this 
vagabond  heathen  been  all  this  while  with  the  La- 
dies of  Croye,  and  for  what  purpose  should  they  so 
far  have  eraced  him  with  ih«r  presence  ?  Torment- 
ed with  this  thought,  Durwgrd  became  doubly  deter- 
mined to  seek  an  ctplanation  With  them,  for  the  pur- 
pose at  once  of  laying  bare  the  treachcrv  oi'  Hnyrad- 
dirii  aiid  .announcing  to  them  the  perilous  state  in 
which  tlieir  protector,  the  j5ishop,  was  placed,  by  th» 
mutinous  state  of  his  town  of  Liege. 

As  Q-uentin  thus  resolved,  he  entereii  the  castle  by 
the  principal  gate,  and  found  that  gart  of  the  family 
who  ri.sseinblcd  for  Jinner  in  thepreaf  hall,  including 
the  Bishop's  attendant  clerjry,  oflftccrs  of  the  house- 
hold, and  strangers  briow  the  rank  of  the  ver>'  first 
nobility,  were  alrcmJy  placed  at  fhrir  nu  al.  A  scat  at 
the  upi5or  end  of  the  board,  had,  however,  been  reserv- 
ed beside  the  Bishop's  domestic  chaplain,  who  wel- 
comed the  strani^r  with  the  old  c6llcRe  josl  of,  ^ero 
renienlibus  osffa^  while  he  took  care  so  to  load  his 
plate  with  dainties,  as  to  taUe  a\yay  all  appearance 
of  that  tendency  to  reality,  which  in  (inentin's  rouv- 
try,  is  said  to  render  a  joke  either  no  joke,  or  at  bep« 
an  unpalatable  one.t 

In  vindiratinj;  himself  from  the  j«nspicion  of  ill- 
brceding,  Quenfm  briefly  described  the  tumult  which 
had  been  occasioned  in  the  city  by  his  beint?  disco- 
vered to  belong  to  the  Scottish  ArcHer-gJinrd  of  Louia, 
and  endeavoured  to  pvc  a  Indicroun  turn  to  the  nar- 
rative by  sajinpr,  that  he  had  bc(  n  with  difficulty  ex- 
tricated by  a  fat  buiigher  of  Lie^c  and  his  pretty 
daughter. 

But  the  company  ^cre  too  mti'^h  inirrested  in  the 
story  to  taste  the  jest.  All  ojierationp  of  the  tablo 
were  suspended  while  Quentin  told  his  talc;  and 
when  he  had  ceased,  there  was  a  solemn  pause, 
wiiich  was  only  broken  by  The  Major-Domo  saying, 
in  a  low  and  melancholy  tone,  "I  would  to  God  thai 
wc  saw  those  hundred  Innces  of  Burgundy !" 

"Why  should  vou  think  so  deeply  on  it?"  said 
Qurntin— "  Vou  have  many  soldier's  here,  whose 
Trade  is  arm? ;  and  your  antagoniBtf*  are  only  the  rab» 
ble  of  a  disorderly  citv,  who  will  fly  bnfore  ijbe  firai 
flutter  of  a  banner  with  men-at-arms  arrayed  bo* 
neat  It  it." 

"You  do  not  know  the  men  of  Lir»?o,"  said  tho 
Chaplain,  "of  whom  it  may  be  said,  that,  not  evst 
c.xctT3tipg  those  of  Ghent,  incy  arc  at  onoo  the  Rf.rc 

«  "  £  aoolh  boord  ttnM  jukij  if  oo'bvotd,"  •a>t  Ute  ^cai. 
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est. and  the  most  untameable  m  Europe.  Twicehas 
ihe  Duke  of  Burgundy  chastised  them  for  their  re- 
peated revdlta  against  their  Bishop,  and  twice  hath 
fie  suppressed  them  with  much  severity,  abridged 
their  privileges,  taken  away  their  banners,  and  estab- 
lished rights  and  .claims  to  himselil  which,  were  not 
before  competent  over  a  free  city  of  the  Empire— Nay» 
the  last  time  he  defeated  them  with  much  slaughter 
near  Saint  Tron,  where  Liege  lost  nearly  six  thou- 
sand meh,  what  with  the  sword,  what  with  those 
drowned  in  the  flight;  and,  thereafter,  to  disable  them 
Worn  farther  mutiny,  Duke  Charles  refused  to  enter 
ftt  any  of  the  gates  which  they  h/ui  surrendered,  but, 
beating  to  the  ground  forty  cubito  breadth  of  their 

city  wan,  marched  into''' "■•**' 

nsor  closed,  and  lance  i 

valry,  by  the  breach  whicl  , ^  .  . 

were  the  iMgcoiB  then  assured,  that,  but  for  the  in- 
terce^ion  oi  his  fath^.  Duke  Philip  the  Good,  this 
Charles,  then  called  Count-  of  Charalois,  would 
have  given  their  town  up  to  tooiL  And  yet,  with  all 
these  fresh  recollections,  with  their  breaches,  unre- 
{laired,  and  their  arsenals  scarcely  supplied,  the  sight 
of  an  Archer's  bonnet  is  sufficient  again  to  stir  them 
to  uproar.  May  God  amend  .all  I-  but  I  fear  there  will 
be  bloody  work  ))etween  so  fierce  a  population  and  so 
fiery  a  Sovereign ;  and  I  would  my  excellent  and 
kind  master  hiua  a  see  of  lesser  dignity  and  more  safe- 
ty, for  his  mitre  is  lined  with  thorns  instead  of  er* 
mme.  This  much  I  say  to  you.  Seignior  stranger,,  to 
make  you  aware,  that,  if  your  afiiurs  detain  you  not 
ut  Schbnwaldt,  it  is  a  place  from  which  each  man  of 

fiensc  should  depart  as  speedily  as  possible.  I  appre- 
lend  that  your  ladies  are  of  the  same  opinion ;  for  one 
of  the  grooms  who  attended  them  on  the  route,  has 
bceM  sent  back  by  them  to  the  Court  of  France  with 
letvcrs,  which,  doubtless,  are  intended  to  announce 
their  going  in  search  of  a  safer  asylum." 

CHAPTER  XX, 

TRS  BILLBT. 

Qo  to— thou  arrmado,  if  thou  detireat  to  be  so— tfnot,  I»t  me 
MNs  (he«  Btili  tlie  fellow  of  aertanta,  and  not  fit  to  totich  For 
tune's  Rn^n.—Tweiftk  Ni^U. 

When  the  tables  were  drawn,  the  Chaplain,  who 
acemed  to  have  Hken  a  sort  of  attachment  to  Quen 
tin  Durward's  society,  or  who  perhaps  desired  to  ex- 
tract from  hii'n  farther  information  concerm'ng  the 
meeting  of  the  morning,  led  him  into  a  withdrawing 
aparimonL,  the  windows  of  which,  on  one  side,  pro- 
■  jected  into  the  garden;  and  as  he  saw  his  compa- 
nion's eye  gaze  rather  eagerly  upon  the  spot,  he  pro> 
posed  to  Q.uentin  to  go  down  and  take  a  view  of  the 
curious  foreign  shrubs  with  wliich  ^e  Bishop  had  en- 
riched his  parterres.' 

Quentin  excused  himself;  as  unwiUing  to  intrude, 
and  therewithal  communicated  the  check  whic(i  he 
had  received  in  the  morning.    The  Chaplain  smiled. 


ims.  ne  aaueo,  wiin  a  smue,  waa  wnen  our  reve- 
rend father  was  a  princely  young  prelate  of  not  more 
than  thirty  years  of  age^  and  when  many  fair  ladies 
I  frequeii  tea  the  Castle  jor  ghostly  consola tion.  Need 
there  was."  lie  said,  with  a  downcast  look,  and  a  smile, 
half  simple  and  half  intelligent,  "  that  these  ladies, 
pained  in  conscience,  who  were  ever 'lodged  in  the 
opartments  now  occupied  by  the  noble  Canoness, 
should  have  some  space  for  taking  the  air,  secure  from 
the  intrusion  of  the  profane.  But  of  late  years,"  he 
added.  "  this  probibition,  although  not  tbrmally  re* 
moved,  has  fallen  entirely  out  of  observance,  and  re- 
mams  but  as  the  superstition  which  lingers  in  the 
brain  of  a  superannuated  gentleman-usher.  If  you 
please,"  he  added,  "we  will  presently  descend,  and 
U'V  whether  the  place  be  haunted  or  no." 

Xothing  could  have  been  more  agreeable  to  ^uen- 
rin  than  tm>  prospect  of  a  free  entrance  into  the  gar- 
dni,  through  means  of  which,  according  to  a  chance 
which  hadOiithorto  attended  his  passion,  he  hoped  to 
communicate  with,  or  at  least  obtain  sight  o^  the  ob- 
kct  of  his  aflcctions,  fron;  some  Buch  turret  or  bal- 
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cony-wiqdowf  or  aimSar  "  coign  -of  vantage."  as  it 

the  hostelry  of  the  Fleiir-d.e-L^  near  r' 


orifat 


Dauphin's  tower,  within  that  Caatle  itselt       

seemed  still  destined,  wherever  ahe  made  her  tbok, 
to  be  the  Lady  of  the  Tmret 

When  Durward  descended  with  hv  new  fiiend  into 
the  garden,  the  latter  seetncd  a  terrestrial  pbiloKsiiKr, 
entirely  buoied  with  the  thinga  of  the  earth ;  whk 
the  eyes  of  ^uentin,  if  they  did  not  aeek  the  Wvena 
like  those  of  an  astrologer,  ranged  at  least  all  anNM 
the  windows,  balconies,  and  eapeciallx  the  tanek 
whioh  projected  on  every  part  from  the  inner  front  ■ 
the  old  building,  in  order  to  discover  that  whidum 
to  be  his  cynosure. 

While  thus  esiployed.  the  yotjng  lover  beard  vii 
total  neglect,  if  mdeed  his  heard  at  all,  the  ennniai^ 
tion  of  plants^  herbs,  and  shnibsi  whjeh  bis  rermai 
conductor  pointed  out  to  him ;  of  which  this  v« 
choice,  because  of  jmroe  tise  hi  medicines  and  ibi 
more  choice  for  jiming  a  rate  flavour  to  potta^; 
and  a'  third,  chotc^t  of  all,  because  possessed  of  ai 
merit  but  its  extreme  scarcity-  Stilt  U  was  neoeMO 
to  preserve  some  semblance  at  least  of  attentioi; 
which  the  youth  found  so  difficult*  that  he  fairly  viA-  ■ 
ed  at  the  devil  the  officious  naturalist  and  the  nUe 
vegetable  kingdom.  He  was  relieved  at  length  b|  di 
str&ing  of  a  clock,  which  summoned  the  Chaphuii 
some  official  duty. 

The  reverend  man  made  many  unneoessaiy  V^ 
gies  for  leaving  his  newfliend»  and  concludea  bf  iv- 
mg  hhn  the  agreeable  assurance,  that  he  mighrinft 
in  the  garden  till  supper,  without  much  liik  of  bdif 
disturbed. 

"It  is,^  said  he,  "the  place  where  I  alvnt  m^ 
my  own  homilies,  afe  being  most  sequestered  nam  Ite 
resort  of  strangers.  I  am  now  about  to  ddtfcrosi 
of  them  in  the  chapel,  if  you  please  to  favoorneiriii 
your  audience.—!  have  been  thoug^ht  to  hne  aonm 
gift— But  the  glory  be  where  it  is  diie  I" 

Q,ucntin  excused  himself  for  this  emuBg,  JBd^ 
pretence  of  a  severe  headach,  which  the  opn  b  vti 
likely  to  prove  the  best  cure  fiK|Mnd  atla«ditla 
well-meaning  priest  left  him  UnmrnaeiL 

It  may  well  be  imagined,  that  in  the  cunoasiaipte- 
tk)n  which  he  now  made,  at  mora  leisnre,  of  e«af 
window  or  aperture  which  looked  into  the  gside^ 
those  did  not  escape  which  wore  in  the  imniedBS 
neighbourhood  of  the  small  door  hy  which  he  hi 
seen  Manhon  adroit  Rayraddin,  as  be  pretendaiB 
the  apartment  of  the  Countesses.  But  nothing  tud 
or  showed  itself,  which  could  either  confute  ores- 
firm  the  tale  which  the  Bohemian  had  told,  uoai 
was  becoming  dusky ;  and  ^uentln  began  to  bc« 
sible,  he  scarce  knew  why.  that  his  sannteiins  80V4 
in  the  garden  might  be  subject  of  disideasnre  or  » 
picion. 

Just  as  he  had  resolved  10  depart,  and  was  tali( 
what  he  had  destined  for  his  tast  turn  under  thei» 
dows  which  had  such  attraction  for  him,  he  had 
above  him  a  slight  and  cautious  aoundTlike  thai' 
a  cough,  as  intended  to  call  his  attention,  sadtt 
avoid  the  observation  of  others.  Aa  he  looked  w^^ 
joyiid  siu-pnse,  a  casement  op«ied— a  female  hsad 
was  seen  to  drop  a  billet,  which  fell  into  a  rosena? 
bush  that  grew  at  the  foot  of  the  wafl.  Hie  pveeas* 
tion  used  in  droppin(|f  this  letter,  prescribed  equal  psa- 
dence  and  secrecy  m  reading  iL  The  nrden,  sop> 
rounded,  as  we  have  aaid,  upon  two  aidea  hf  Aa 
buildings  of  the  palace,  was  commanded,  of  eoozsa 
by  the  windows  of  many  apartments :  but  there  vai 
a  sort  of  grotto  of  JX)cli-work,  which  the  C^apfaa 
had  shoWli  Durwara  with  much  complacency.  Ti 
snatch  up  the  billet,  thrust  it  into  bis  bosom,  andlip 
to  this  place  of  secrecy,  was  the  work  of  a  snu|Se  ■* 
nute.  He  there  opened  the  predous  scroD,  aodhlen 
ed,  at  the  same  time,  the  memory  of  the  MobLb  c 
Abei-brOthick,  whose  nurture  had  rendered  lorn  cs 
pable  of  decipheriag  its  eontents. 

The  first  hne  contained  the  Bijnnction,  ^  Read  lbs 
in  seoret,"— and  the  conteAts  were  as'lbllowa 
"  What  your  eyes  have  too  boldly  saad^  mine  bsfi 
perhaps  too  rashly  understood.  Biit,  amast  iiui— 
tion  makes  its  victims  bold,  and  it  were  betters 
threw  myself  on  lbs  gratitade  of  mm^  th^  to  icma 
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the  obiece  of  pjarsuit  to  oiany.  Eortone  has  hex 
tnrone^pon  a  rock ;  but  brave  men  fear  not  to  climb. 
If  you  dare  do  aught  for  one  that  Itazanla  much,  you 
beed  but  pass  into  this  garden  at  prime  to-morrow, 
vvearing  in  your  cap  a  blue- and- white  feather ;  but 
expect  no  farther  communication.  Tour  stars  haY& 
they  say,  destined  you  for  greatn^e,  and  disposed 
rou  to  gratitude.— FareweU--be  raithnil,  prompt,  and 
resolute,  and  doubt  not  thy  fortune.'*  Withm  this 
'firter  was  enclosed  a  ring  with  a  table  diamond^  on 
Mrhich  were  cut,  in  form  of  a  lozenge,  the  ancient 
Burns  of  the  House  of  Croye. 

The  first  feeling  o^Quentin  upon  this  occasion  was 
inmingled  ecstasy— a  pride  and  joy  which  seemed  to 
raise  nim  to  the  stars.— a  determination  to  do  or  die, 
influenced  bv  which  he  treated  with  scorn  the  thou- 
sand obstacles  that  placed  themselves  betwixt  him 
uid  the  goal  of  his  wishes. 

In  this  mood  of  rai>ture,  «^d  tmable  to  endure  any 
interruption  which  might  wRhdrnw  Ms  mind,  were  it 
but  for  a  moment,  from  so  ecstatic  a  subject  of  con- 
temolation,  Durward,  retiring  to  the  ^teiior  of  the 
sastle,  hastily  assign^a  his  former  pretext  of  a  head- 
ich  for  not  joining  the  household  of  the  Bishop  at 
the  supper-meaL  and,  lighting  his  lamp^  betook  him- 
self to  the  chamber  which  had  been  assigned  hicn.  to 
nead,  and  to  read  again  and  againi  the  precious  bijlet, 
ind  to  kiss  a  tbdusand  times  tne  no  less  nrecious  lin^ 
But  such  high-wrought  ieelingB  could  not  remain 
ong  in  the  same  ecstatic  ton&V'A  thought  pressed 
ipon  him,  though  he  repeUedlt  as  ungrataftil— as 
9ven  blasphemous— that  rae.Jnhkx^ess  oi  the  confes-. 
lion  implied  less  delicacy,  qfk  the  part  of  her  who 
nade  it,  than  was  consistent  with  the  high  romantic 
feeling  of  adoration  with  which  he  had  hitherto  wor- 
ihipped  the  Lady  Isabelle.  No  sooner  did  this  un- 
sraci9us  thought  intrude  itself;  than  h^  hastened  to 
itifle  it.  as  he  would  have  stifled  a  hissmg  and  hate- 
!ul  adder,  that  had  intruded  itself  into  nis  couch. 
Was  it  forhira—him  the  Pavomred— on  whose  ac- 
»>unt  ^he  had  stooped  from  hef  ^here,  to  ascribe 
blame  to  her  for  the  very  act  of  condescension,  with- 
3ut  which  he  dared  not  nave  raised  his  eyes  towards 
kier  1  Did  not  her  very  dignity  of  bbrth  and  of  condi- 
tion, reverse,  in  her  case,  the  usual  rules  which  im- 
pose silence  on  the  lady  until  her  lover  shall  have 

first  spoken  7    ""     '  

Tormed  into  i 

irsnity mighty  ,    ^^ 

Lo  embody  evep  mentally  with  the  same  frankness— 
&at  the  merit  of  the  party  beloved  might  perhaps 
warrant,  on  the  part  of  the  lady,  some  fittle  departure 
from  common  rules ;  and,  after  alL  as  in  the  case  of 
Walvolio,  there  was  example  for  it  m  chronicle.  The 
Squire  of  low  degree,  of  whom  he  had  just  been  read- 
ng,  was,  like  himself,  a  gentleman  void  of  land  and 
living,  ana  yet  the  generous  Princess  of  Hungary  be- 
stowed on  hinu  without  scny)le|  more  substantial 
marks  of  her  affection^  than  the  billet  he  had  just  re- 
ceived .—  ^ 

"  WelMiine,**th«  Mid.  "  my  mte  Skmne, 

My  lietrtn  roots,  mjr  loale'i  deain  i 

I  will  «v»  thM  kiMes  thrqe, 

And  ab  Ave  hundrid  poandM  io  Ite." 

And  again  the  same  faithM  history  made  the  King 
>f  Hongne  bimself  avouch, 

"  I  have  rknown  nany  a  pafs 
CoMe  to  M  Priaoe  by  mamas*.  ** 

So  that,  upon  the  whole.  C^uentin  generously  and 
magnanimously  reconciled  himsetf  to  a  line  or  con- 
iuct  on  the  Countess's  part,. by  which  he  was  like(y 
LO  be  80  highly  benefited. 

But  this  scruple  was  succeeded  by  another  doubt, 
liarder  of  digestion.  The  traitor  Hayraddin  had  been 
tn  the  apartments  of  the  ladies,  for  aught  ^uentin 
knew,  for  the  space  of  four  hours,  and,  considering 
the  hints  which  he  had  thrown  out,  of  possessing  an 
influence  of  the  most  interesting  kind  over  the  for- 
tunes of  Quentin  Durward,  what  should  assure  him 
that  this  train  was  not  of  his  laying?  and  if  so,  was 
It  not  probable  that  such  a  dissemblihg  viUain  had 
set  it  on  foot  to  conceal  some  new  plan  of  treachery 
—perhaps  to  seduce  Isabelle  out  of  the  protection  of 
Vol.  IV.  2T 


the  worthy  Bishop  1  This  was  t  matter  to  be  closely 
looked  into,  for  Quentin  felt  a  repugnance  to  this  in- 
dividual proportioned  to  the  unabashed  impudenoa 
with  whi-^h  he  had  avowed  his  profligacy,  and,coul4 
not  bring  himself  to  hope,  that  any  thing  in  which  h« 
was  conctrned  could  ever  come  to  an  nonouTUble  or 
happy  conclusion. 

These  various  thoughts  rolled  over  Qu«ntin*s  mind 
like  inlst3r  clouds,  to  dash  and  obscure  tne  fair  land« 
scape  which  his  fancy  had  at  first  drawn,  and  hit 
couch  was  that  night  a  sleepless  one.  At  the  hoir 
of  prime— ay,  and  an  hour  before  it,  was  he  in  tha 
castle-garden^  where  no  one  now  opposed  either  his 
entrance  or  his  abode,  with  a  feather  of  the  assigned 
colour,  as  distinguished  as  he  could  by  any  means 
procure  in  such  nasia  No  notice  was  taken  of  hit 
appearance  for  nearly  two  hours ;  at  length  he  heanl 
a  few  notes  of  the  lute,  ard  presently  theiatticeopen'- 
ed  right  above  the  little  postern-door  at  whi<^  Mar- 
thon  bad  admitted  Hayraddin,  and  Isabelle,  in  maid- 
enly beauty,  appeared  at  the  opening,  greeted  him 
half-kindly,  nalt-shyly,  coloured  extremely  at  the  deep 
and  significant  reverence  with  which  he  returned  \m 
courtesy— shut  the  casement,  and  disappeared. 

Dayliffht  and  champaign  could  discover  no  more  I 
The  authenticity  of  the  billet  was  ascertained— it  only 
remained  what  was  to  follow ;  and  of  this  the  fair 
writer  had  given  him  no  hint.  But  no  immediate 
danger  impended— The  C!ountess  was  in  a  strong 
castle,  under  the  protection  of  a  Prinoe,  at  once  re- 
spectable for  his  seculor,  and  venerable  for  his  eccle- 
siastical authority.  There  was  nether  immediate 
room  nor  occasion  for  the  exulting  Squire  interfering 
m  the  adventure;  and.it  was  sufficient  if  he  kept 
himself  prompt  to  execute  her  commands  whenever 
they  should  be  communicated  to  him.  But  Fata 
purposed  to  call  him  into  action  sooner  than  he  wat 
aware  ot 

It  was  the  fourth  night  after  his  arrival  at  Schon« 
wahit,  when  Cluentin  had  taken  measures  for  send- 
ing back  on  the  morrow,  to  tlie  Court  of  Louis,  the 
remammg  groom  who  had  accompanied  him  on  his 

Euraey.  with  letters  from  himself  to  his  uncle  ami 
[)rd  Crawford,  renouncing,  the  service  of  France^ 
for  which  the  treachery  to  which  he  had  been  expos- 
ed by  the  private  instnictions  of  Havraddin  gave  nim 
an  excuse,  both  in  honour  and  pruocnce ;  and  be  be* 
took  himseilf  to  his  bed  with  all  the  rosy-coloured 
ideas  around  him  which  flutter  about  the  couch  oft 
youth  when  he  loves  dearly,  and  thinks  his  love  as 
sincerely  repaid. 

But  Quen tin's  dineams,  which  at  first  partook  ot 
the  nature  of  those  happy  influences  under  which  he 
had  fallen  asleep,  bugan  by  degrees  to  assume  a  moit 
terrific  character. 

He  walked  with  the  Countess  Isabelle  beside  a 
smooth  and  inland  lake^  such  as  formed  th^  principal 
characteristic  of  his  native  glen  t  and  he  spoke  lo  her 
of  his- love,  without  any  consciousness  of  the  impedi- 
ments which  lay  between  them.  She  blushed  and 
smiled  when  she  listened— even  as  he  might  have  ex- 
pected from  the  tenor  of  the  letter,  which,  sleeping  or 
waking,  lay  nearest  to  his  heart.  ,  But  the  scene  sud- 
denly changed  from  summer  to  winter— from  calm  to 
tempest ;  the  winds  and  the  waves  rose  with  such  a 
contest  of  surge  and  whirlwind,  as  if  the  demons  of 
the  water  and  of  th6  air  had  been  contending  for  their 
roaring  empires  in  rival  strife.  The  rising  waters 
seemed  to  cut  off  their  advance  and  their  retreat— the 
increaang  tempest,  which  dashed  ;hem  against  each 
other,  seemed  to  render  their  remaining  on  the  spot 
impossible;  and  the  tumultuous  sensations  produced 
by  the  apparent  danger  awoke  th^  dreamer. 

,He  awoke:  but  although  the  circumstances  of  the 
vision  had  disappeared,  end  given  place  to  realitVi 
suggested  them,  sdil 


•the  noise,  which  had  pro 
continued  to  sound  in  his  ears. 

Quentin's  first  impulse  was  to  sit  erect  m  bed,  and 
listen  with  astonishment  to  sounds,  which,  if  they 
had  announced  a  tempest,  might  have  shamed  the 
wildest  that  ever  burst  down  from  the  Gram^pians  | 
and  again  in  a  minute  he  became  sensible,  thst  the 
tumult  was  not  excited  by  the  fiiry  of  the  slemenM;, 
but  by  the  wrath  of  men. 
«7 
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lie  spnmg  from  bed,  and  looked, fr>Tn  the  win- 
dow of  nis  apartment ;  but  it  opened  into  the  garden, 
and  on  that  side  all  was  quiet,  though  the  opening  of 
the  casement  made  him  still  more  sensible,  from  the 
fihouts  which  reached  his  ears,  that  the  outside  of  the 
eastle  was  beleaguied  and  assaulted,  and  that  by  a 
numerous  and  determined  enemy.  Hastily  coHectmg 
his  dress  and  arms,  and  putting  them  on  with  such 
celerity  as  darkness  and  surprise  permitted,  his  atten- 
tion was  solicited  by  a  knocking  at  the  door  of  his 
chamber.  As  Quentin  did  not  unmediately  answer, 
the  door,  which  was  a  slight  one,  was  forced  open 
from  without,  and  the  intruder,  announced  by  his 
peculiar  dialect  to  be  the  Bohemian,  Hayraddin  Mau- 
grabin,  entered  the  apartment.  A  phial,  which  he 
field  m  his  hand,  touched  by  a  match,  produced  a 
dark  flash  of  ruddy  fire,  by  means  of  which  he  kin- 
dled a  lamp,  which  he  took  from  his  bosom. 

**  The  horoscope  of  your  destinies,"  he  said  ener- 
setieally  to  Durward,  without  any  farther  greeting, 

now  mms  upon  the  determination  of  a  minute." 

**  Caitiff  1"  said  Quentin,  in  reply,  "  there  is  treach- 
ery around  us;  and  where  there  is  treachery,  thou 
must  have  a  share  in  it." 

**  You  are  mad,"  answered  Mangrabin— "  I  never 
betraved  any  one  but  to  gain  by  it— and  wherefore 
Hhouid  I  betray  you,  by  whose  safety  I  can  take  more 
advantage  than  oy  your  destruction  1  Hearken  for  a 
moment,  if  it  be  possible  'or  you,  to  one  note  of  rea- 
son, ere  it  is  sounded  into  your  ear  by  the  death-shot 
of  ruin.  Hie  Liegeios  are  up-— Wilham  de  la  Marck 
with  his  band  leads  them— Were  there  means  of  re- 
nstanca  thdr  numbers,  and  his  fiiry,  would  overcome 
them;  out  there  are  next  to  none.  If  you  would 
■ave  the  Countess  and  your  own  hopea  follow  me^ 
in  the  name  of  her  who  sent  you  a  table-diamond, 
with  three  leopards  engraved  on  it  I" 

"  Lead  the  way,"  said  Quentin,  hastily— "In  that 
name  I  dare  every  dan^r  I" 

'*Ab  I  shall  menage  it"  said  the  Bohemian,  "there 
is  no  danger,  if  you  can  but  withhold  your  hand  from 
strife  which  does  not  concern  you ;  for,  afler  all.  what 
is  it  to  you  whether  the  Bishop,  as  they  call  him, 
slaughters  his  flock,  or  the  nock  slaughters  the 
shepherd  7— Ha !  ha !  ha !  Follow  me,  but  with  cau- 
tion and  patienee;  subdue  your  own  courage,  and 
confide  in  my  prudence-^and  my  debt  of  thankfulness 
IS  paid,  and  you  have  a  Countess  for  your  q}ouse.— 
Follow  me.*' 

"  I  follow,"  said  Quentin,  drawmg  his  sword ;  "  but 
the  moment  In  which  I  detect  the  least  sign  of  treach- 
ery, thy  head  and  body  are  three  yards  separate  f". 

Without-  more  conversation,  the  Bohemian,  seeing 
that  duentin  was  now  folly  armed  and  ready,  ran 
down  the  stairs  before  him,  and  winded  ^  hastily 
tiirough  various  side-passages,  until  they  gained  the 
little  garden.  Scarce  a  light  was  to  be  seen  on  that 
side,  scarce  any  bustle  was  to  be  heard ;  but  no  sooner 
had  Quentin  entered  the  open  space,  than  the  noise 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  castle  became  ten  .times 
more  stunningly  audible,  and  he  could  hear  the  va- 
rious war-cries  of  "Liege!  Liege  I  Sangiier!  San- 
glier  I"  shouted  by  the  assailantSj  while  the  feebler 
cry  of  "  Our  Lady  for  the  Prince  Bishop !"  was  raised 
in  a  foint  and  faltering  tone,  by  those  of  the  Prelate's 
soldiers  who  had  hastened,  though  surprised  and  at 
disadvantage,  to  the  defence  of  the  walls. 

But  the  interest  of  the  fi^ht,  notwithstanding  the 
Tuartial  character  of  Quentin  Durward,  was  indifTer- 
«mt  to  him  in  comparison  of  the  fote  of  Isabelle  of 
Croye,  which,  he  had  reason  to  fear,  woidd  be  a  dread- 
ful one,  unless  rescued  fi-om  the  power  of  the  disso- 
lute and  cruel  freebooter,  who  was  now,  as  it  seemed, 
liursting  the  gates  of  the  castle.  He  reconciled  him- 
self to  the  aid  of  the  Bohemian,  as  men  in  a  desperate 
Illness  refuse  not  the  remedy  prescribed  by  quacks 
and  mountebanks,  end  followed  across  the  garden, 
with  the  intention  of  being  guided  by  him  until  he 
should  discover  symptoms  of  treachery,  and  then 

K'ercing  him  thro*jgh  the  heart,  or  striking  his  head 
om  his  body.  Hayraddin  seemed  himself  conscious 
that  his  safety  turned  on  a  feather-weight,  for  he  for- 
bore, from  the  moment  they  entered  the  open  air,  all 
ois  wonted  gibes  and  quisks,  and  seemed  to  have 


made  a  vow  to  act  at  once  with  modesty,  cbonge, 
and  activity.    , 

At  the  opposite  jBodr,  which  led  to  the  ladies*  apart- 
ments upon  a  low  signal  made  by  Hayraddin,  ap- 
peared two  women,  mufiled  in  the  black  silk  veiJs 
which  were  thenu  as  now,  worn  by  the  women  in  the 
Netheriands.  Quentin-  ofiered  his  arm  to  one  of 
them,  who  clung  to  it  with  trembling  eagerness,  and 
indeed  hung  upon  him  so  much,  that  had  her  weight 
been  greater,  she  must  have  much  impeded  their  i» 
treat  The  Bohemian,  who  conducted  the  other  ib- 
male^  took  the  road  straight  for  the  postern  whidi 
opened  upon  the  moa^  through  the  garden  waS, 
close  to  which  the  little  skifi*  was  driwn  ujpLby  measi 
of  which  Quentin  had  formerly  observed  HayradifiD 
himself  retreating  fVom  the  castle. 

As  they  crossed,  the  shouts  of  storm  and  sucossifid 
violence  seemed  to  announce  that  the  castle  was  in 
the  act  of  being  taken;  hnd  so  dismal  was  thesountf 
in  Quentin's  ears,  mat  he  could  not  help  sweariaf 
aloud,  "  But  that  my  blood  is  irretrievably  devocedts 
the  folfilment  of  my  present  duty.  I  would  badL  tt 
the  w^ll,  take  foithfol  part  with  (he  hospitable  Bithopb 
and  silence  some  of  those  knaves  wl^oae  throats  an 
foil  of  mutiny  and  robbery  f 

The  lady,  whose  arm  was  still  folded  in  his,  pressed 
it  lightly  as  he  spoke,  as  if  to  make  him  anderstftid 
that  there  was  a  hearer  claim  on  hb  chivalry  ihsn 
the  defence  of  Schonwaldt :  while  the  Boheiman  a- 
claimed.  loud  enoufl^  to  l>e  heard,  "  Now,  that  IcaD 
right  Christian  fren^  which  wonld.  turn  back  lo 
fight,  when  love  ^ancQbrtune  both  demand  that  «e 
should  fly.— On,  on— wjth  all  the  haste  you  can  naki 
—Horses  wait  us  in  yot^der  thicket  of  wiUovrsL" 

"  There  are  but  two  horses,^'  said  Qnentm,  wiis 
saw  them  in  the  moonlight 

**  All  that  I  could  procure  withoat  ezcitoif  sospi- 
cion— and  enough,  be8ides,V  replied  the  Boaeouan. 
"  You  too  must  ride  for  Tongres  ere  the  war  becooMS 
unsafe— Marthoa  ^'11  abide  with  the^womea  of  our 
horde,  with  whom  she  is  an  old  acquaintance.  Ijuw, 
she  is  a  daughter  of  our  tribe,  and  only  dvr^t  vaxa^ 
you  to  serve  our  pun>ose  as  occasion  should  filL^* 

"  Marthon  I"  exclaimed  the  Countcass,  looking  at  the 
veiled  female  with  a  shriek  of  suzpriae;  "  is  sot  this 
n^y  kinswoman  f* 

.  Only  Marthon,"  said  Hayraddin — •*  Excuse  ne 
that  little  piece  of  deceit  I  dared  not  carry  offhtA 
the  Ladies  of  Croye  from  the  Wild  Boar  of  Araennes.* 

•*  Wretch  V'  said  Quentm,  emphatically— **  bat  il  ■ 
not— shall  not  be  too  late— I  will  back  to  rescae  (k 
Lady  Hameline." 

'*  Hameline,"  whispered  the  lady,  in  a  distinW 
voice,  "  hangs  on  thy  arm,  to  thani  thee  for  her  res- 
cue." 

"  Ha !  what !— How  is  this  ?"  said  Qnefttin,  extri- 
cating himself  from  her  hold,  and  vrith  leas  genclenesi 
than  he  would  ot  any  other  time  have  used  towards  a 
female  of  any  rank—"  Is  the  Lady  Isabelle  then  k£ 
behind !— Farewell— farewell," 

As  he  turned  to  hasten  back  to  the  castle,  Hayrad- 
din laid  hold  of  him— ", Nay,  hear  you — ^hear  yow— 
you  run  upon  your  death  I  what  the-foul  fiend  ad 
you  wear  the  colours  of  the  old  one  for  ? — ^l  vrill  never 
trust  blue  and  white  silk  agaia.  But  ahe  haa  almost 
as  large  a  dower— has  jewels  and  gold — hath  preten- 
sions,,toa  upon  the  earklom.", 

^VhUe  he  spoke  thus,  pantmg  on  in  broken  sen- 
tences, the  Bohemian  strusgled  to  detain  Quentin, 
who  at  length  lai<||hiB  handon  hisdagger»  in  order  to 
extricate  himself. 

"  Nay,  if  that  b&  the*cas&"  said  Hayraddm,  aa- 
loosing  his  hold,  "  go— and  the  devil,  if  there  be  ooe. 
go  along  with  you!"— And,  soon  as  freed  from  ks 
hold,  the  Scot  shot  back  to  the  castle  with  the  speed 
of  the  wind. 

Hayraddin  then  turned  round  to  the  Countess  Ha- 
meline,  who  had  sunk  down  on  the  groimd,  between 
shame,  fear,  and  disap^pointmcnt. 

"  Here  has  been  a  mistake,"  be  said;  "ui>^  lady,  and 
come  with  me— I  will  providejrou, ere  morning  cornea, 
a  gatlanter  husband  than  this  saiockfoced  boy ;  and 
if  one  will  not  serve,  you  shall  have  twenty." 

The  Lady  Hamenne  was  as  violent  in  her  p«0 
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•ions,  89  she  was  vsin  snd  weak  in  her  undentand- 
ins.  Like  many  other  persons,  she  went  tolerably 
well  through  the  ordinary  duties  sf  life ;  but  m  a  crisis 
tike  the  present,  ifhe  was  entirely  incapable  of  doing 
aught,  save  pouring  forth  unavailing  lamentations, 
and  accusing  Hayraddin  of  being  a  thief;  a  base  stave, 
an  impostorii  a  murderer. 

"Call  me  Zinsaro,"  returned  he,  composedly,  "and 
you  have  said  all  at  once."  ,    ,   , 

**  Monster  1  yon  said  the  stars  had  decreed  our 
onion,  and  caused  me  to  writfr-O  wretch  that  I 
was r  exclaimed  the  unhappy  lady..     ,,     .,^ 

"  And  so  they  had  decreed  your  union,"  «sid  Hay- 
raddin, "  had  both  parties  been  ¥nlbng~but  think 
you  the  bleraed  constellations  can  make  any  one 
wed  against  his  wiUl— I  was  led  into  error  with 
your  accursed  Christian  gallantries^  and  foppenes 
of  ribands  and  favours^atid  the  youth  prefers  veal 
to  beet;  I  think--that's  all.— Up  and  follow  me; 
and  take  notice,  I  endure  neither  weeping  nor 
swooning."  .    .  -    .    , 

"  I  will  not  stir  a  foot,"  said  the  Countess,  obsu- 
satdy. 

"By  the  bright  welkin,  but  you  shall,  thought" 
exclaimed  Hayraddin.  *^1  swear  to  you.  by  all  that 
ever  fools  believed  in,  that  you  have  to  do  with  one, 
who  would  care  little  to  stnp  tou  naked,  bind  you  to 
a  trea  and  leave  you  to  your  fortune !"  ^ 

**Nay,"  said  Marthon,  interfering,  **by  your  fa- 
vour, she  shall  not  be  misused.  I  wear  a  knife  as 
well  as  you,  and  can  use  it— She  is  a  kind  woman, 
^ougn  a  fool.— And  you,  madam,  rise  up  and  follow 
us— Here  has  been  a  mistake  i  but  it  is  something  to 
have  saved  life  and  limb.  There  are  manv  in  yonder 
castle  would  give  all  the  wealth  in  the  world  to  stand 
whore  we  do  now." 

As  Marthon  spoke,  a  clamour,  in  which  the  shouts 
of  victory  were  mingled  with  screams  of  terror  and 
despair,  was  wafted  to  them  from  the  Castle  of 
Schonwaldt  .     . 

"Hear  that,  ladyl"  said  Hayraddin,.  "and  be 
thankful  you  are  not  adding  your  treble  pipe  to  yon- 
der concert.  Believe  roe,  1  will  care  for  you  hon- 
estly, and  the  stars  shall  keep  their  words,  and  find 
you  a  good  husband." 

Like  some  wild  animal,  exhausted  and  subdued  by 
terror  and  fatigue,  the  Countess  Hameline  yielded 
herself  up  to  the  conduct  of  her  guides,  and  suffered 
herself  to  be  passively  led  whichever  way  they 
would.  Nay,  such  was  the  confusion  of  her  spirits 
and  the  exhaustion  of  her  strength,  that  the  worthy 
couple,  who  half  bore,  half  led  ner.  carried  on  their 
discourse  ii)  her  presence  without  her  even  under- 
standing it. 

"I  ever  thought  your  plan  was  folly,"  said  Mar- 
thon "  Could  you  have  brought  the  young  people 
together,  indeed,  we  might  have  had  a  hdd  on  their 
gratitude,  and  a  footing  in  their  castle.  But  what 
chance  of  so  handsome  a  youth  wedding  this  old 
fooir 

"Rizpah,"  said  Hayraddin,  '*you  hnve  borne  the 
name  of  a  Christian,  and  dwelt  m  the  tents  of  those 
besotted  people,  till  thou  hast  become  a  partaker  in 
their  follies.  How  could  I  dream  that  he  would  have 
made  scruples  about  a  few  years,  youth  or  age.  when 
the  advantages  of  the  match  were  so  evident  7  And 
thou  knowest,  there  would  have  been  no  moving 
yonder  cov  wench  to  be  so  frank  as  this  coming 
Countess  here,  who  hangs  on  our  arms  as  dead  a 
weight  as  a  wool-pack.  I  loved  the  lad  too,  and 
would  have  done  nira  a  kindness :  to  wed  him  to 
this  old  woman,  was  to  make  his  fortune :.  to  unite 
him  to  Isabelle,  were  to  have  brought  on  him  De  la 
Marck,  Burgundy,  Prance,— every,  one  that  challen- 
ges an  interest  in  disposing  of  her  hand.  And  this 
silly  woman's  wealth  being  chiefly  in  gold  and  jew- 
els, we  should  have  had  our  share.  But  the  bow- 
string has  burst,  and  the  arrow  fiodled.  Away  with 
her— we  will  bring  her  to  William  with  the  Beard. 
By  the  time  hejias  gorged  himself  with  wassail,  as 
is  his  wont,  heVill  not  know  an  old  Countess  from 
ayoung  one.  Away,  Rizpah— bear  a  gallant  heart, 
rhe  brwht  Aldeboran  still  influences  the«  destinies  of 
the  Children  of  tlie  Desert  1" 
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The  gates  of  akrer  ihall  be  all  ahut  ui\ 

And  the  fleah'd  aoldier,  roush  and  hard  of  beait. 

In  libortjr  of  bloody  hand  shall  ranfc, 

With  eonaeienee  wide  aahelL— Hfflnr  V. 

Thx  surprised  and  affrighted  garrison  of  the  Castle 
of  Schonwaldt  had,  nevertheless,  for  some  time, 
made  good  the  defence  of 'the  place  against  the  as- 
sailants; but  the  immense  crowds  which,  issuing 
from  the  citv  of  Liege,  thronged  to  the  assault  like  bees, 
distracted  their  attention,  and  abated  their  courage. 

There  was  slso  disaffection  at  least,  if  not  trea- 
chery, among  the  defenders ;  for  some  called  out  to 
surrender,  and  others,  deserting  their  posts,  tried  to 
escape  from  the  castle.  Many  threw  themselves 
from  the  walls  into  the  moat,  and  such  a»  escaped 
drowning,  flimg  aside  thdrdistmgulshing  badges,  and 
saved  themselves  by  mingling  among  the  motley 
crowd  of  assailants.  Some  few,  indeed,  from  at- 
tachment to  the  B»hop*s  person,  drew  around  him, 
and  continued  to  defend  tnd' great  keep,  to  which  h« 
had  fled ;  and  others,  doubtful  of  receiving  quarter, 
or  from  an  impulse  of  desperate  courace,  held  out 
other  detached  bulwarks  and  towers  of  tne  extensive 
building.  But  the  assailants  had  got  possession  of 
the  courts  and  lower  parts  of  the  edifice,  and  were 
busy  pursuing  the  vanquished,  and  searching  for 
spoiL  while  one  individual,  as  if  he  sought  for  tliat 
death  fh>m  which  all  others  were  flyiixg,  endeavoured 
to  force  his  way  into  the  scene  of  tumult  and  horror, 
under  apprehensions  still  more  horrible  to  his  ima- 
gination, than  the  realities  around  were  to  his  sight 
and  senses.  Whoever  had  seen  Quentin  Diirward 
that  flfttel  nieht,  not  knowmg  the  meaning  of  his 
conduct,  had  accounted  him  a  raging  madman: 
whoever  had  appreciated  his  motives,  liad  ranked 
him  nothing  beneath  a  hero  of  romance. 

Approaching  Schonwaldt  on  the  same  side  fVom 
which  he  had  left  it,  the  youth  met  several  fiu^tives 
making  for  the  wood,  who  naturally  avoided  nim  as 
an  enemy,  because  he  came  in  an  opposite  direcdon 
fh>m  Aat  which  they  had  adopted.  When  he  came 
nearer,  he  could  hear,  and  partly  see,  men  droppini? 
from  the  garden-wall  iiito  the  casde  fosse,  and  otners 
who  seemed  precipitated  fix)m  the  battlements  by 
the  assailants.  His  courage  was  not  staggered,  evej) 
for  an  instant.  There  was  not  time  to  Took  for  the 
boat,,  even  had  it  been  practicable  to  use  it,  and  it 
waa  in  vain  to  approach,  the  postern  of  the  garden, 
which  was  crowded  with  fugitives,  who  ever  and 
anon,  as  they  were  thrust  through  it  by  the  pressure 
behind,  fell  mto  the  moat  trhich  they  bad  no  means 
of  crossing. 

Avoiding  that  point,  Quentin  threw  himself  into 
the  moat,  near  what  was  called  the  little  gate  of  the 
casde,  and  where  there  was  a  drawbrioLgpe,  whidi 
was  still  elevated.  He  avoided  with  difficulty  the 
fatal  grasp  of  more  than  one  sinking  wretch,  and, 
swimming  to  the  drawbrid^  caught  nold  of  one  of 
the  chains  which  was  hanging  down,  and.  by  a  great 
exertion  of  strength  and  activity,  swayed  himself  out 
of  the  water,  and  attained  the  platform  from  which 
the  bridge  was  suspended.  As  with  hands  and  kneet 
he  struggled  to  make  good  his  footing,  a  lanzknecht, 
with  his  bloody  swora  in  his  hand,  made  towards 
him,  and  raised  hia  weapon  for  a  blow,  which  must 
have  been  fatal. 

"How  now,  fellow!"  said  Qnentin,  in  a  tone  of 
authority—"  Is  that  the  way  in  which  you  assist  a 
comrade?— Give  me  your  hand." 

The  soldier  in  silence,  and  not  without  hesitation, 
reached  him  his  arm,  and  helped  him  upon  the  plat- 
form, when  without  allowing  nhn  time  ror  reflection, 
the  Scot  continued  m  the  same  tone  of  command— 
"  To  the  western  tower,  if  you  would  be  iicu--th« 
Priest's  treasury  is  in  the  western  tower." 

These  words  were  echoed  on  every  hand .  "  n 
the  western  tower—the  treasurs  is  in  the  western 
tower  f  And  die  stragglers  who  were  within  hear- 
ing of  the  cry,  took,  like  a  herd  of  raging  woives, 
the  direction  opposite  to  that  which  Quentin,  com« 
life,  come  death,  was  determined  to  pursue. 
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Beuing  hmiMlf  at  if  he  v«re  oiie^  not  of  the  con* 
qnered,  but  of  the  victors,  he  made  a  way  into  the 
gatden,  and  puahed  aeroas  k,  with  leaa  interroption , 
ttian  he  ooula  have  expected ;  for  the  crv  of  "  To  the 
western  tower !  had  carried  offone  body  of  the  as- 
sailants, and  another  was  summoned  together,  by 
war-cry  and  trumpet  sound,  to  assist  in  repelling  a 
desperate  sally,  attempted  by  the  defenders  of  the 
S^^  who  had  hoped  to  cut  their  way  out  of  the 
casUe,  bearing  the  Bishop  along  wilh  them-  Quen- 
tin,  thereforob  -crossed  the  garden  with  an  eager  step 
and  throbbing  hearty  commending  himself  to  thow 
neavenly  powers  which  had  protected  him  through 
the  numberless  perils  of  his  fife,  and  bold  in  his  de- 
termination to  succeed,  or  leave  his  life  in  th^  despe- 
rate undertaking.  Ere  he  reached  the  garden,  three 
men  rushed  on  him  with  levelled  lances,  crying, 
"Liege,  Liege  r    .    ^ 

Putting  himself  m  defence,  but  without  striking,  he 
replied,  "  France,  France,  friend  to  liege !" 

Vivat  France  1"  cried  the  burghers  of  Lieges  and 
passed  on.  The  same  jngnal  proved  a  talinman  to 
avert  the  weapons  of  fcnu  or  five  of  La  Marck's  fel- 
towers,  whom  he  found  straggling  in  the  garden,  and 
who  set  upon  him,  crying,  "Sanglier I" 

In  a  woid,  Uuen^  began  to  hope,  that-  his  cha- 
racter as  an  emissary  of  Jung  I^ouis,  the  private  in- 
stigator of  the  insurgents  oT  Liege,  and  the  secret 
supporter  of  William  de  la  Maro^,  might  possibly 
bear  him  through  the  horrors  of  ^  night. 

On  reaching  the  turret,  he  ahiitidered  when  he 

■  found  the  litue  aide-door,  through  which  Marthon 

and  the  Countess  Haixielina.had  shortly  before  jomod 

him,  waa  now  blockaded  with  more  than  one  dead 

body. 

IVo  of  them  he  dragged  hastOy  aside,  and  was 
stepping  over  the  thinibody, in  order  t^  enter  the 
portal,  when  the  supposed  dead  man  laid  hind  on 
nis  cloak,  and  entreated  him  to  stay  and  assist  him 
to  rise.  Quentin  was  about  to  use  rougher  methods 
than  struggling  to  rid  himself  of  this  untimely  ob- 
struction^ when  the  fallen  man  continued  to  exclaim, 
**  I  am  stifled  here,  in  mine  own  armour  I—J- am  the 
Syndic  Pavilion  of  Liege  I  If  you  are  for  n\  I  will 
enrich  you— if  you  are  for  the  otJier  side,  I  wul  pro- 
tect you}  but  do  not—do  not  leave  me  to  die  the 
death  of  a  smothered  pig  !*' 

In  the  midst  of  this  scene  of  blood  and  confusion, 
the  presence  of  mind  of  Quentin  suggested  to  him, 


that  this  dignitary  might  have  the  means  .of  j>rotect: 
ing  their  retrefit.    He  raised 
asked  him  if  he  was  wounded. 


raised  him  on  his  feet,  and 


*  Not  wounded— at  least  I  think  not"— answered 
the  burgher;  "but  much  out  of  wind.'* 

"  Sit  down  then  on  this  stone,  and  recover  yoqr 
breath."  said  Quentin)  "I  will  retivn  instantlyJ" 

'*For  whom  are  youT'  said  the  Darp^er,  aull  de- 
taining him. 

"For  Franoe— ibr  Francei"  answwad  QuentiB, 
*   '  *    c  to  get  away. 


you.  Go  where  you  will,  I  follow  {  and,  could  I  get 
some  of  the  tight  lads  of  our  giuldrv  together,  I  might 
be  able  to  help  you  in  turn ;  but  they  are  all  squan- 
dered abroad  like  so  ma^y  pease.— Oh,  it  is  a  fearful 


Lady  Isabelle's  naM „_ 

then  with  an  accent  of 


at  first 


Lady  IsabeU 

loudly,  and  

phasis;  but  no  answer  was  returned.  H«  wnmg 
his  handa,  tore  his  hair,  and  stamped  on  the  eum. 
with  deroeration.  At  lengt\  a  feeble  glimmer  of  Ug^ 
which  shone  through  a  crevice  in  the  wainacaoting  or 
a  daik  nook  in  the  oedroom,  announced  aome  wwem 
or  concealment  behind  the  arras.  Quentin  bmed 
to  examme  it.  He  found  there  was  indeed  a  conceal- 
ed door,  but  it  reaisted  hia  hurried  efforte  to  open  it 
Heedlesa  of  the  personal  injury  he  might  Bustaiii|  hs 
I  J  _.        J  •_  jj,gy^]j^|g  foyg^  and  v 

of  an 


rushed  at  the  door  with  '. 


tl" 


. lole  force  and  w«s^ 

of  his  bedy;  and  such  was  the  impetus  of  an  enort 
made  betwizt.hope  and  despair,  that  it  would  have 


Btenmgs. 

nray,  almoet  headlonc^  into  a 

a  female  figure,  which  had 


Iwret  much  stronger  fasteni 
He  thus  forced  his  way 

small  oratory,. where  a. L _^ 

been  kneeling  in  agonising  suppIieatioD  befove  the 
holy  image,  now  sunk  at  length  on  the  floor,  onder 
the  new  terrere  implied  in  this  approaching  tmnak. 
He  hastily  raised  her  from  the  ground,  and,  joy  tf 
Joys  I  it  was  she  whom  be  sought  to  save— the  QDuit- 
ess  Isabelle.  He  pressed  her  to  his  boaom — ^he  eea- 
Juredher  to  awake-entreated  her  to  be  of  goodcbes 
—for  that  she  was  now  under  the  protection  of  eoe 
who  had  heart  and  hand  enoogh  to  defend  her  agaiast 


"  Durward  !**  she  said,  as  she  at  length  eoDeetad 
hersel£  "  is  it  indeed  you?— then  there  la  bonie  hope 
kit  I  thought  all  living  and  mortal  friende  had  ml 
me  to  my  fate— Do  not  again  abandon  me  !*' 

"  Never-never  I"  saidDurwajd.  "  Whatever shaD 
happen— whatever  danger  ahall  approacli,  may  I 
fbneit  the  benefits  purchased  by  yonaer  bleaaed  8«a, 
if  I  be  not  the  sharer  of  your  fate  imtil  it  bagaa 
a  happy  one  I" 

"  Very  patheno  and  touchiao,  troly."  aud  a  leashr 
broken,  asthmatic  voice  behind—  A  love  affair Isies 
and,  from  my  souL  I  pity  the  tender  creausi^  as  m 
she  were  my  own  Tnidchen." 

*^  You  must  do  more  than  pity  ns,"  said  Qosam, 
tummg  towards  die  speaker  j  "  ]ron  muat  csasi  m 
protectmg  us,  Meinheer  PaviUon.    Be  aasBied  tte 
lady  was  put  under  my  especial  charfe  hf  youraOr 
the  King  of  France ;  and,  if  you  aid   me  ac^  la 
shelter  her  fhim  every  spedes  of  offence  and  rioioee, 
your  citv  will  lose  the  favour  of  Louia  of  Vakis. 
Above  all  she  must  be  guarded  fin(»n  the  handsef 
WiUiamdelaMarck." 

'*  That  wUl  be  difficult,"  aaid  Pavilion,  '*  Ibr  dMB 
scheuns  of  lanzknechts  are  veir  devils  at  nunan- 
gmg  out  the  wenches ;  but  Til  do  my  beat— We  wl 
to  the  other  apartment,  and  there  I  will  conaider-li 
is  but  a  narrow  stair,  and  yqu  can  keep  the  dea 
widi  a  pike,  while  I  look  from  the  window,  and  gic 
together  aome  of  my  brisk  boys  of  the  conict^ 
guildiyof  Liegs,  that  are  as  true  aa  the  knives  ther 
wear  m  their  girdles.— But  first  undo  me  these  deivi 
—for  I  have  not  worn  this  corelet  amc^  the  battle  cf 
Saint  Tron  ;*  and  I  am  three  stone  heavier  amoe  that 
timoi  if  there  be  truth  in  Dutch  beam  and  acale." 

TEb  undoing  of  the  iron  enclosure  gave  sreat  relief 
to  the  honest  man,whOk  in  putting  it  oiL^hadinoi 


_  uring  this  time,  he  was  dragging  himself  on  after 
Quentin,  who^  aware  of  the  importance  of  securing 
.the  countenance  of  a  person  of  such  influenoe,  slack- 
ened his  pace  to  assist  him,  although  cursing  m  his 
heart  the  encumbrance  that  retarded  him. 

At  the  top  of  the  stair  was  an  anteroom,  with 
boxes,  and  trunkaj  which  bore  marks  of  having  been 
tified,  as  some  of  the  contents  lay  on  the  floor.  A 
lamp, -dying  m  the  chimney,  shed  a  feeble  beam  on  a 
dead  or'  senseless  man,  who  lay  aeroas  the  hearth. 
Bounding  from  Pavilion,  like  a  greyhound  from 
his  keeper's  leash,  and  with  an  effort  which  almost 
everdirew  him,  Quentin  sprung  through  a  second 
and  a  third  room,  the  last  of  which  seemed  to  be  the 
bedroom  of  the  Ladies  of  Croye.  No  living  mortal 
was  to  be  seen  m  either  of  them.    He  called  upon  the 


aideied  his  zeal  to  the  cause  of  Licse,  than  hia  capao> 
ty  of  bearing  arms.  It  aiterwaids  turned  ont,  tint 
bemg,  as  it  were,  borne  forward  involnntarilr,  aad 
hoiated  over  the  walls  by  his  company  aa  thej  t  hroaig- 
ed  to  the  assault,  the  magistrate  had  been  earned 
here  and  thercf,  as  the  tide  of  attack  and  defence  flow- 
ed or  ebbed,  without  the  power,  latterly,  of  r —     '  ^ 


inff  a  word ;  until,  as  the  sea  caata  a  Jog  of  driftwood 
ashore  in  the  first  creek,  he  had  been  nldmatelr 
thrown  down  in  the  entrance  to  theladiea  of  Cmyrs 
apartments,  where  the  encumbrance  of  his  own 
armour,  with  the  superincumbent  weight  of  two 
loen  slain  in  the  entrance^  and  who  fell  above  him, 
plight  have  fixed  him  down  long  enongh,  bad  he  sm 
been  relieved  by  Durward. 

The  aame  warmth  of  temper  which  rendered  Her- 
piann  Pavijlon  a  hotheaded  and  intemperate  sealot 
in  poUtiGa,  had  the  more  deairable  conaeqpience  oC 


•  Foagbt  bf  the  iDflamoto  of  Li«|«  m^M  fhe  IMk«< 
nodyTclwriea  tha  Bold,  when  Cospt  of  Ghanlow.  ia 
UM  poopto  of  Uoge  wen  defoslMl  Willi  nest  risaililv 
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ihaking  ^im,  hi  trnTste^  a  good-tempered,  khid-hettrt- 
ed  man,  who,  ir  sometimes  a  little  misled  by  ▼anitv. 
was  always  well-meaning  and  benevolent  He  told 
Quentin  to  have  an  especial  care  of  the  poor  pretty 
tungfrou ;  and,  after  this  unnecessary  exhoi'tation, 
Began  to  holla  from  the  window,  "Liege^  Lie{9e, 
for  the  gallant  skinners'  guild  of  cumers  r 

One  or  two  of  his  immediate  followers  collected 
at  the  summons,  and  at  the  pecuHar  whistle  with 
which  it  was  accompanied,  ( each  of  the  crafts  ha- 
vins[  such  a  signal  among  themselves,)  and,  more 
joinmg  them,  established  a  guard  under  the  window 
l^om  which  their  leader  was  bawling,  and  before 
thepostern-door. 

Matters  seemed  now  setttiog  into  some  sott  of  tran- 
quillity. All  opposition  had  ceased,  and  the  leaders 
of  the  different  classes  of  assailants  were  taking 
measures  to  prevent  indiscriminate  plunder.  The 
great  bell  was  tolled,  as  summons  to  a  military 
council,  and  its  iron  tongue  communicating  to  Liege 
the  triumphant  possession  of  Schonwaldt  oy  the  in- 
mirgents^  was  answered  by  all  the  bells  in  that  city; 
whose  distant  and  clamorons  voices  seemed  to  cry^ 
Hail  to  the  victors !  It  would  have  been  natural,  that 
Meinheer  Pavilion  should  now  have  sallied  from  his 
fastness )  but,  either  in  reverent  care  of  those  whom 
he  had  taken  under  hb  protection,  or  perhaps  for  the 
better  assurance  of  his  own  safety,  he  contented  hhn- 
self  with  despatching  messenger  on  messenger,  to 
oommaAd  his  lieutenant,  Peterkm  Ge»Iaer,  to  attend 
Um  directly. 

Peterkin  came  at  length,  to  his  sreat  relief;  as 
being  the  person  upod  whom,  on  all  pressing  occa- 
sions, whether  of  war,  politics,  or  oommercei  Pavilkm 
was  most  accustomed  to  repose  eonfldence.  He  was 
a  stout,  squat  figure,  with  a  square  fticei  and  broad 
Inack  evebramrs^  that  announced  him  to  be  opiniona- 
tive  and  disputatious,— an  advice-giving  countenance, 
00  to  speak.  He  was  endued  with  a  buff  jerkin,  wore 
a  broad  belt  knd  cutlass  by  his  ade,  and  earned  a 
halberd  in  his  hand. 

"Peterkin,  my  dear  lieutenant,"  said  his  com- 
mander, "this  has  been  a  glonous  day— nisht,  I 
mould  say— I  trust  thou  art  pleased  for  onse  'r 

"I  am  well  enough  pleased  that  you  are  so,"  Said 
the  doughty  lieutenant  i  "  though  I  should  not  have 
thought  of  your  celebrating  th«  victory,  if  yoti  call  it 
cme,  up  in  this  garret  by  yoiftseU;  when  yon  are 
wanted  in  council" 

"But  am  I  wanted  there  1"  said  the  Syndic. 

"  Ay,  marry  are  you,  to  stand  up  for  the  rights  of 
Lieg&  that  are  in  more  danger  than  ever,"  answered 
theXieutenant 

"Pshaw, Peterkin,"  answered  his pr!ncipa]«  ''thou 
irt  ever  such  a  frampold  grumbler" 

"  Grumbler?  not  I,"  said  Peterkin  j  "  what  pleases 
other  people,  will  always  please  me.  Only  I  wish 
we  have  not  got  King  Stork,  instead  of  Kjng  Log, 
like  the  fabliau  that  the  Clerk  of  Saint  Lamberts 
used  to  reed  us  out  of  Heister's  .^Ssop's  book." 

"I  cannot  guess  your  meaning,  Peterkin,"  said 
the  Syndic. 

"Whyithen,  I  tell  you,  Master  Pavilion,  that  this 
Boar,  or  Bear,  is  like  to  make  his  own  den  of  Schon- 
waldt, and  'tis  probable  to  turn  out  as  bad  a  neigh- 
bour to  our  town  as  ever  was  the  old  Bishop,  and 
worse.  Here  has  he  taken  the  whole  conqnest  in 
his  own  hand,  and  u  only  doubting  whether  he 
lAiould  be  called  Prince  or  Bishop;— and  it  is  a 
shame  to  see  how  they  have  mishandled  the  old 
man  among  them." 

"I  will  not  permit  it,  Peterkin:"  said  PaviUon, 
bustling  up;  "I  disliked  the  mitre,  but  not  the  head 
that  wore  it.  We  are  ten  to  one  in  the  field,  Peter- 
kiiL  and  will  not  permit  these  courses." 

**^Ay,  ten  to  one  in  the  field,  but  only  man  to  man 
in  the  castle;  besides  that  Nikkei  Blok  the  butcher, 
and  all  the  rabble  of  the  suburbs,  take  part  with 
William  de  la  Marck,  partly  for  amis  and  6irau«.  (for 
he  has  broached  all  the  ale-tubs  and  wine-casks,)  and 
partly  for  old  envy  towards  us,  who  are  the  crafts- 
meOi  and  have  pnvileijes." 

"  Peter,"  said  Pavilion,  "  we  will  m  presently  to 
•tiM  oty.    I  will  stay  no  longer  m  Schonwaldt" 


*'BQt  the  bridges  of  tfns  castle  are  tip,  master,'* 
said  Oeislaer— "  the  gates  locked,  and  guarded  hf 
these  lanzknechts :  and,  if  we  were  to  tnr  to  foro* 
our  way,  these  fellows,  whobe  every  day  business  ii^ 
war,  might  make  wild  work  of  us,  that  only  fight  of 
a  holvday." 

"But  why  has  he  secured  ^e  gatesT'  said  m$ 
alarmed  burgher;  "or  what  business  hath  he  to 
make  honest  men  prisoners?" 

"  I  cannot  tell— not  I,"  said  Peter.  "  Some  noiM 
there  is  about  the  Ladies  of  Croye,  who  have  esca- 
ped during  the  storm  of  the  Castle.  That  first  pot 
the  Man  wi^  the  Beard  beside  himself  with  angeri 
and  now  be^s  beside  himself  with  drink  also." 

The  Burgomaster  caet  a  disconsolate  look  towardi^ 
Quentin.  and  seemed  at  a  loss  what  to  resolve  upon* 
Durward,  who  had  not  lost  a  word  of  the  conversa- 
tion, which  alarmed  him  very  much,  saw  never- 
theless  that  their  only  safety^dejpended  on  his  pre- 
serving his  own  presence  of  miAiL  and  sustaining  th« 
coora^  of  Pavilion.  He  atruck  boklly  into  the  con- 
versation, as  one  who  had  a  right'  to  have  a  voice  in 
the  deliberation.— "I  am  ashamed,"  he  said,  "Mein- 
heer Pavilion,  to  observe  you  hesitate  what  to  do  oa 
this  occasion.  Go  boldly  to  William  de  la  Marck, 
and  demand  tee  leave  to  quit  the  castle,  yon,  your 
lieutenant^  your  smnre,  and  your  daughter.  He  eaa 
have  no  pretence  for  keeping  yon  prisoner." 

"  For  me  and  my  lieutenant— that  is  myself  and 
Peter  1— good— but  who  is  my  squire  V* 

"I  am,  for  the  present,"  replied  the  undannted 
Soot. 

"Youl"  said  the  embarrassed  burgess;  "bat  anr 
you  not  the  envoy  of  King  Loais  of  France  V* 

,"True,  but  my  message  is  to  the  magistrates  of 
Liege— and  only  m  Liege  will  I  debver  it— Were  I  to 
acknowledge  my  quality  befol«  Wflliam  de  la  Marck, 
must  I  not  enter  into  negotiation  with  him  7  ay,  and, 
it  is  like,  be  detained  by  him.  You  must  get  me 
secretlv  out  of  the  Castle  in  the  capacity  of  your 
squire." 

"  Good— my  squire ;— but  you  spoke  of  my  daug^ 
ter— my  daughter  is,  I  trust,  safe  in  my  house  in 
Liege— where  I  wish  her  lather  was,  with  al^  my 
heart  and  soul." 

"  This  hKly,"  said  Durward,  **  will  eall  yon  ftthet 
^hile  we  are  in  this  place." 

"And  for  my  whole  lifo  afterwards,"  said  tEw 
Countess,  throwing  herself  at  the  citizen's  feet,  and 
clasping  his  knees.—"  Never  shall  the  day  pass  ni 
yrhich  fwill  not  honour  you,  love  you,  and  pray  for 
you  as  a  daughter  for  a  fether,  if  you  will  5ut  aid  me 
in  this  fearfhl  strait— O,  be  not  hard-hearted !  think 
your  own  daughter  may  kneel  to  a  stranger,  to  ask  • 
him  for  life  and  honour— think  of  this,  and  sive  tM 
the  protection  you  would  wish  her  to  receive !" 

"In  troth,"  said  the  jgood  citizen,  much  moved 
with  her  pathetic  appeal— "I  think.  Peter,  that  tins 

{>retty  maiden  hath  a  touch  of  our  Trudchen's  sweet 
ook,— I  thought  so  from  the  fint;  and  that  this 
brisk  youth  her^  who  is  so  rrady  with  his  advice,  is' 
somewhat  like  Tnidchen's  bacheloi^I  wager  a 
groat,  Peter,  that  this  is  a  true-love  matter,  ana  it  is 
a  sin  not  to  further  it" 

"  It  were  a  shame  and  sin  both^"  said  Peter,  a  good- 
natured  Fleming,  notwithatanding  all  his  seli-con- 
ceit ;  and  as  he  spoke,  he  wiped  his  eyes  with  the 
sleeve  of  his  jerkin. 

"She  ahaU  be  my  daughter,  then,"  said  Pavilion, 
"  well  wrapped  up  in  her  black  silk  veil ;  and  if  there 
are  not  enough  of  true-hearted  skmners  to  protect 
her,  being:  the  daughter  of  their  Syndic,  it  were  pity 
they  should  ever  tug  leather  more.— But  hark  ye,— 
questions  must  be  answered— How  if  I  am  asked 
what  should  my  daughter  make  here  at  such  an 
onslaught  ?" 

"  What  should  half  the  women  in  Liege  make  here 
when  they  followed  us  to  the  Castle  1**^ said  Peter; 
"  they  had  no  other  reason,  sure,  but  that  it  was  jubt 
the  place  in  the  world  that  they  should  not  have, 
come  to.— Our  yung  frau  Truochen  has  come  t' 
little  farther  than  the  rest— that  is  all." 

"  Admirably  spoken,"  said  Quentin :  "  only  be  bold, 
and  take  this  gentleman's  good  counsel,  noble  M'^ 
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heer  Pavilloii,  and,  at  no  trouble  to  fourael^  you  will 
do  th«  most  worthy  action  since  the  days  of  Charle- 
BUign&— Here,  sweet  ladv,  wrap  yourself  close  in 
this  veiL"  (for  many  articles  of  female  apparel  lay 
•catterea  aboui  the  apartm<mt,)— "  be  but  confident 
and  a  few  minutes  will  place  you  in  freedom  and 
safety.— Noble  sir,"  he  added,  addiessiag  Pavilion, 
"setforward." 

"Hold— hold— hold  a  minute."  said  Pavilion,  "  my 
mind  misgives  me!— This  De  la  Marck  is  a  fu^ ;  a 
perfect  boar  iti  his  nature  as  in  his  name  $  what  it  the 
roung  lady  be  one  of  those  of  Croye?— and  what  if 
discover  her,  and  be  addicted  to  wrath  V* 

'*  And  if  I  were  one  of  those  unfortunate  w6men,** 
•fid  Isabelle,  again  attempting  to  throw  herself  at 
his  feet,  "could  you  for  that  reject  me  m  this  moment 
of  despair  1  Oh,  that  I  had  been  indeed  your  daugh- 
ter, or  the  daughter  of  the  poorest  burgher  I" 

'*Not  so  pool^~not  so  poor  neither,  young  lady— 
we  pay  as  we  go,"  said  the  citizen. 

"Forgive  me^  noble  sir,"— again  bagan  the  unfor- 
tunate maiden. 

"Not  noble,  nor  sir  neither,"  said  the  Syndic;  "a 
plain  burgher  of  Liege,  that  pays  bDls  of  exchange  in 
ready  guilders.- But  that  is  nothing  to  the  purpose. 
-^WelU  say  you  b6  a  countess,  I  will  protect  you 
nevertheless.^' 

"  You  are  bound  to  protect  her,  were  9he  a  duohess," 
■aid  Peter,  "  having  once  passed  vour  word." 

"Right,  Peter,  very  right,"  said  the  Syndic;  "it  is 
oor  old  Low  Dutch  fashion,  eintoorL  ein  man;  and 
now  let  us  to  this  gear.— We  must  take  leave  of  this- 
William  de  la  Marck  t  and  yet  I  know  not,  my  mjnd 
miBgives  me  when  i  think  of  him ;  and  were  it  a 
ceremony  which  could  be  waved,  I  have  no  stomach 
to  go  through  it." 

Were  you  not  better,  once  you  have  a  force  to- 

tther,  make  for  the  gate  and  foree  the  guard  1"  said 

nentm. 

But  with  united  voice^  Pavilion  and  his  adviser  ex- 
claimed againsi  the  propriety  of  such  an  attack  upon 
tl^ir  ally's  soldiers^  with  some  hints  concerning  its 
mhness,  which  satisfied  Q,uentin  that  it  was  not  a 
risk  to  be  hazarded  Mdth  such  associates.  They  re- 
solved, therefore,  to  repair  boldly  to  the  great  hall  of 
the  oastle,  where,  as  tney  understood,  the  Wild  Boar 
of  Ardennes  held  his  feast,  and  demand  free  egress 
for  the  Syndic  of  Liege  and  his  company,  a  reqiiest 
too  reasonable,  as  it  seemed,  to  bo  denied.  Siill  the 
good  Burgomaster  groaned  when  he  looked  on  his 
companions,  and  exclaimed  to  his  fsithful  Peter,— 
"See  what  it  is  to  have  too  bold  and  too  tender  a' 
heart  I  Alas !  Perkin,  how  much  have  courage  and 
humanity  cost  me !  and  how  much  may  I  yet  have 
to  pay  for  my  virtues,  before  Heaven  makes  us  free 
of  this  damned  Castle  of  Schonwaidt!" 

As  they  crossed  the  courts  still  strewed  with  the 
dying  and  dead,  Q,ueotin,  while  he  supjA>rted  Isabelle 
through  the  scene  of  horrors^  whispered  to  her 
courage  and  comfort,  and  reminded  her  that  her 
safety  depended  entirely  on  her  firmness  and  pre- 
sence of  mind. 

"Not  on  mine— not  on  mine,"  she  said,  "but  on 
yours— on  yours  only.— O,  if  1  but  escape  this  fearful 
night,  never  shell  J  forget  him  who  saved  me !  One 
favour  more  only,  let  me  implore  at  your  bond,  and 
I  conjure  you  to  grant  it,  by  your  mother's  fame  and 
your  father's  honour  I" 

"  What  is  it  you  can  ask  that  I  could  refose  7"  said 
Q,uentin,  in  a  whisper. 

."Plunge  your  dagger  in  my  heart,"  said  she, 
**^ rather  than  leave  me  captive  m  the  hands  of  these 
monster&" 

Quen tin's  only  answer  was  a  pressure'of  the  young 
Countess's  hand,  which  seemed  as  if,  but  for  terror, 
t  would  have  returned  the  caress.  And,  leaning  on 
ner  youthful  protector,  she  entered  the  fearful  hall, 
preceded  by  Pavilion  and  his  Lieutenant,  and  follow- 
ed by  a  dozen  of  the  Kurschenschaft,  or  skinner's 
trada  who  attended,  as  a  guard  of  honour,  on. the 
Syndic. 

As  they  approached  the  hall  the  yells  of  acclama- 
tion, and  bursts  of  wild  laughter,  which  proceeded 
from. it,  seemed  rather  to  announce  the  revel  of  fes- 


tive demons,  nkHCtng  after  some  accomnliaiied 
triumph  over  the  numan  race,  than  of  mortal  DcingB, 
who  had  sncceeded  in  a  bold  deaisn.  An  empbatie 
tone  of  mind,  which  despair  alone  coold  have 
inspired,  supported  the  assumed,  courage  of  the 
Countess  Isabelle;  undaunted  spirits,  w*mch  rose 
with  the  ezireAiinr.  maintained  that  of  Durward; 
while  Pavilion  and  his  Lieutenant  made  a  virtDe  of 
necessity,  and  faced  their  fate  like  bears  bound  to  a 
stake,  which  must  necessarily  stand  the  dangenof 
theoourse. 


CHAPTER  XXn. 
THa  asvExxsas. 


CodH.  Vbflfv'*  Dick,  the  butcher  of  Aihford? 

IHek.    Here,  sir. 

Cade.  Thej  (Ml  beflm  thee  like  eheep  and  oxm  t  and  Oms 
behavedet  thFtielf  aa  if  then  hedet  been  in  thine  omi  riemtor- 
boiue.— Siemd  Part  ^  King  Bemy  YL 

Thxu  cotdd  hudly  exist  a  more  strange  and  hor* 
rible  change  than  had  taken  place  in  the  caatle-hatt 
of  Schonwaidt  since  Cluentm  had  partaken  of  die 
noontide  meal  there ;  and  it  was  indeed  one  which 
painted,  in  the  extremity  of  -theif  dreadful  feature^ 
the  miseries  of  war— more  especially  when  waged  by 
those  most  relentless  of  all  agentk  the  meraenaiT 
soldiers  of  a  barbarous  age— men  who.  by  habit  ana 
profession,  had  become  familiarized  with  all  that  was 
cruel  and  bloody  in  the  art  of  war,  while  they  weit 
devoid  alike  of  patriotism  and  of  the  romantic  4am 
of  chivalry. 

Instead  of  the  orderly,  decent,  and  somewhat  for- 
mal meal,  at  which  civil  and  ecclesiastical  offieers 
had,  a  few  hours  before,  sat  mingled  in  the  aooe 
apartment,  where  a  light  jest  could  only  be  utiand 
in  a  whieper,  and  where,  even  amid  supetflBtr  of 
feasting  and  of  wine,  there  reigned  a  decomm  wtiefa 
almost  amounted  to  hypocrisy,  there  was  nam  steh 
a, scene  of  wiM  and  roaring  debaucher>%  at  Sataa 
himself;  had  he  taken  the  chair  as  founder  A  ih» 
feast,  coukl  scarcely  have  improved. 

At  the  head  of  the  table  sau  in  the  Bishop's  ikmaa 
and  state,  which  hqd  been  hastily  brought  tlu&er 
from  his  great  council-chamber,  tlie  redoubted  Boar 
of  Ardennes  himself,  well  deserving  that  dreaded 
name,  in  which  he  anected  to  delight,  and  whkk  he 
did  as  much  as  he  could  think  of  to  deser\'e.  His 
head  was  unhelmeted,  but  he  wore  the  rest  of  hii 
ponderous  and  bright  armour,  which  indeed  he  rarely 
laid  aside.  Over  his  shoulders  hung  a  strong  eurcoa^ 
made  of  the  dressed  skin  of  a  huge  wild  m>ar,  the 
hoofs  being  of  solid  silver,  and  the  tusks  of  the  same. 
The  skiiji  of  the  head  was  so  arranged,  that,  drawn 
over  the  casque,  when  the  Baron  was  armed,  or  over 
his  bare  head,  in  the  fashion  of  a  hood,  as  he  often 
afiected  when  the  helmet  was  laid  aside,, and  as  ho 
now  wore  it,  the  effect  was  that  of  a  grinning,  ghast- 
ly monster;  and  yet  the  countenance  which  it  over- 
shadowed scarce  required  such  horrors  to  improve 
those  which  were  natural  to  its  ordinary  exporession. 

The  upper  part  of  De  la  Marck's  face,  as  Nature 
had  formed  it,  alniost  gave  the  He  to  his  character; 
for  though  his  hair,  when  uncovered,  resembled  the 
rude  and  wild  bristles  of  the  hood  he  had  drawn  ove 
it,  yet  an  open,  high,  and  manly  forehead,  bruad  nid 
dy  cheeks,  large,,  sparkling,  Ugn  I -coloured  eyes,  and 
a  nose  hooked  like  the  beak  of  the  eagle,  promised 
something  valiant  and  generous.  But  the  effect  of 
these  more  favourable  traits  was  entirely  overpower- 
ed by  his  habits  of  violence  and  insoirnce,  which, 
joined  to  debauchery  and  intem^rance,  had  stamped 
upon  the  features  a  character  inconsisfent  with  th* 
rough  gallantry  which  they  would  otherwise  have 
exhibited.  The  former  had,  from  habitual  indulgence, 
swoln  the  muscles  of  the  cheeks,  and  those  arotrnd 
the  eyes,  m  particular  the  latter ;  evil  practices  and 
habits  had  dimmed  the  eyes  themselves,  reddened 
the  part  of  them  that  should  have  been  white,  and 
given  the  whole,  face  a  hideous  likeness  of  the  mon- 
ster, which  it  was  the  terrible  Baron's  pleasure  to  re- 
semble. But  from  an  odd  sort  of  contradiction,  Dc 
la  Marck,  while  he  assumed  in  other  iiespects  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  Wild  Boar,  and  even  seemed  pleaned 
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with  the  name^  yet  endeavouredt  bf  the  length  and 
erowthof  his  beard,  to  conceal  tlie  circumstanoe  that 
bad  originally  procured  him  that  denomination.  Thia 
was  an  unusual  thickness  andprojection  of  the  mouth 
and  upper  jaw,  which,  with  the  huge  projecting  side 
teeth,  gave  /hat  resemblance  to  the  bestial  creation, 
which,  joined  to  the  delight  that  De  la  Marck  had  in 
hauntmg  the  forest  so  callecL  originally  procured  for 
him  the  name  of  the  fioar  or  Ardennes.  The  beard, 
broad,  grisly,  and  unc<9nbed,  neither  concealed  the 
natural  horrors  of  the  countenance,  nor  dignified  its 
brutal  expression.  .     r 

The  soldiers  and  officers  sat  arottnd  the  table,  m- 
termixed  with  the  men  of  Lj^e,  some  of  them  o(  the 
very  lowest  description ;  ambng  whqm  Nikkei  Blok 
the  butcher,  placed  near  Oe  la  Marck  himself;  was 
distuiguished  by  his  tucked-up  sleeves,  which  display- 
ediprms  smeared  to  the  elbows  with  blood,  as  was 
the  cleaver  which  lay  on  the  table  before  him.  The 
soldiers  wore,  most  of  them,  their  beards  long  and 
grisly,  in  imitation  of  their  leader;  had  their  hair 
plaited  and  turned  upwards,  in  the  manner  that  might 
OMt  improve  the  natural  ferocity  of  their  appearance; 
and  intoxicated,  as  many  of  them  seemed  to  be,  partly 
with  the  sense  of  triumph,  and  partly  with  the  long 
libations  of  wine  which  they  had  been  quaffing,  pre- 
sented a  spectacle  at  once  hideous  and  disgusting. 
' "  ' '  '  ich 


and  blasphemy,  that  Quenun  blessed  God  that  the 
extremity  of  the  noise  prevented  them  irom  being  in- 
telligible to  his  companion. 

It  only  remains  to  say.  of  the  better  class  of  bur- 
ghers who  were  associated  with  William  de  la  Merck's 
soldiers  in  this  fearful  revel,  that  the  wan  faces  and 
'mnxious  mien  of  the  greater  part,  showed  that  they 
cither  disliked  their  entertainment,  or  fbared  theu: 
oompanions;  while  some  of  lower  education,  or  a 
nature  more  brutal,  saw  only  in  the  excesses  of  the 
soldier  a  gallant  bearini^  which  they  would  wUllngly 
iBiitate,  and  the  tone  of  whi^h.uey  endeavoured  to 
catch  so  far  as  was  possible,  and^iStunulated  them- 
selves to  the  task,  by  swallowins  '^mense  draughts 
of  wine  and  Mekwarzhier-^damnx  a  vioe  wbtoh 
at  all  times  was  too  common  in  the  Low  Countries. 

The  preparations  for  the  feast  had  been  as  disor- 
derly as  the  quahty  of  the  company.  The  whole  of 
the  Bishop's  plate— nay..even  that  belonging  to  the 
service  of  the  Church,  tsr  the  Boar  of  Aitiennea  re- 
garded not  the  imputation  of  sacrilege— was  mingled 
with  black-jacks,  of  hit»  tankards. made  of  leather, 
and  drinking  horns  of  the  most  ordinary  description. 

One  circumstance  of  horror  remains  to  be  added 
and  accounted  for;  and  we  willingly  leave  the  rest 
of  the  scene  to  the  imaginadon  of  the  reader.  Amidst 
the  wild  license  assumed  by  the  soldiers  of  De  !a 
Marek,  one  who  was  excluded  from  the  tables  ^a 
lanzknecht,  remarkable  for  his  courwe  and  for  his 
daring  behaviour  during  the  storm  of  the  evenii^,) 
had  impudently  snatched  up  a  large  silter  goblet,  and 
carried  it  off  declaring  it  should  atone  for  nis  loss  of 
the  share  of  the  feast  The  leader  laughed  till  his 
l^es  shook  at  a  jest  Ao  congenial  to  the  character  of 
the  company ;  but  when  another,  less  renowned,  it 
srould  seeui,  for  audacity  in  battle,  ventured  on  using 
the  same  freedom,  Die  la  Marck  instantly  put  a  check 
to  a  jocular  practice,  which  would  soon  have  cleared 
lis  table  of  all  the  more  valuable  decorations.—*'  Ho  I 
yy  the  spirit  of  the  thunder  1"  he  exclaimed,  **  those 
«rho  dare  not  be  men  when  they  face  the  enemy, 
nust  not  pretend  to  Oe  thieves  among  their  friends. 
iVhat !  thou  frondess  dastard,  thou— thou  who  didst 
nrait  for  opened  eate  and  lowered  bridge,  when  Con- 
'ade  Horst  forced  his  way  over  moat  and  wall,  must 
fiou  he  malapert  7— Knit  him  up  to  the  stanchrans 
>f  the  hall-window  I— He  shlill  beat  time  with  his 
'eet,  while  we  drink  a  cup  to  his  safe  passage  to  the 
levd." 

The  doom  was  scarce  sooner  pronounced  than  ac- 
complished; and  in  a  moment' the  wretch  wrestled 
Hit  nis  last  agonies,  suspended  from  the  iron  bars. 
Sis  bo.iy  still  hung  there  when  Quentin  and  the 
diners  entered  the  hall,  and  interceptmg  the  pais 


moonbeam,  threw  on  tne  castie-6oof  an  ^oertaui 
shadow,  which  dubiously,  yet  fearfully,  inunyited  the 
nature  of  the  substance  that  produced  it. 

When  the  Syndic  Pavilion  was  announced  from 
mouth  to  mouth  in  this  tumultuous  m<;eting,  he  en* 
deavoured  to  assume,  in  right  of  his  authority  and 
influence,  an  air  of  importance  and  equality,  which  a 
glance  at  the  fearful  object  at  the  window,  and  at  the 
wild  scene  around  him,  rendered  it  very  difficult  for 
bun  to  sustain,  notwithstanding  the  exhortations  of 
Peter,  who  whispered  in  his  ear,  with  some  perturba- 
tion, Up  heart,  master,  or  we  are  but  gone  men !" 
.  The  Syndic  maintained  his  dignity,  nowever,  as 
well  as  he  could,  in  a  short  address,  in  which  he  com- 
pumented  the  company  upon  the  groat  victory  gain- 
ed by  the  soldiers  of  De  la  Marck  and  the  good  ciu- 
zens  of  Liege. 

"  Ay,"  answered  De  la  Marck,  sarcastically,  "  we 
have  brought  down  the  game  at  last,  ^luoth  my  lady's 
brach  to  the  wolf-hound.  Bui  ho  I  Sv  Burgomaster, 
you  come  like  Mars,  with  beauty  by  your  side.  Who 
18  this  fair  one  1— Unveil,  miveil--no  woman  caUs  her 
beauty,  her  own  to-night" 

*'  It  is  my  daughter,  noble  leader,"  answered  Pavil- 
ion ;  "  and!  am  to  pray  your  forgiveness  for  her  wear- 
ing a  veil.  She  has  a  vow  for  that  eifect  to  the  Threa 
Blessed  Kings." 

"I  will  absolve  her  of  it  presently,"  said  De  la 
Marck ;  "fi>r  her&  with  one  stroke  of  a  cleaver,  will  I 
consecrate  myself  Bishop  of  Lie»8 ;  and  I  trust  one 
tiving  bishop  is  worth  three  dead  lungs." 

There *was  a  shuddering  and  murmur  among  the 
guests;  for  the  community  of  lAoge,  and  even  some 
of  the  rude  soldiers,  reverenced  theKings  of  Cologne^ 
as  they  were  commonly  called,  though  they  respect* 
sd  nothing  else. 

"Nay,  Imean  no  treason  against  their  defunct  ma- 
jesties," said  De  la  Marck ;  "only  bishop  1  i«m deter- 
mined to  be.  A  prince  both  secular  and  eccleJtastical. 
having  power  to  bind  and  loose^  will  best  suit  a  baud 
of  reprobates  such  as  you,  to  whom  no  one  else  would 
give  absolution.— But  come  hither,  noble  Burgomaster 
—sit  beside  me,  when  you  shall  see  me  make  a  va* 
cancy  for  my  own  preferment— Bring  in  our  prede- 
cessor in  the  hqly  seat" 

A  bustle  took  place  in  the  hall,  while  Pavilion,  ex- 
cusing hunself  bom  the  proffered  seat  of  honour, 
placed  himself  near  the  bottom  of  the  table,  his  fol- 
lowers keying  close  behind  him,  not  unlike  a  flodc 
of  slieep  which,  when  a  stranger  do^  is  in  presence^ 
may  be  sometimes  seen  to  assemble  m  the  rear  of  an 
okloel  wether,  who  is,  from  office  and  authority,  judg- 
ed by  them  to  have  rather  more  courage  than  them- 
selves. Near  the  spot  sat  a  very  handsome  lad,  a 
natural  son,  as  was  said, of  the  ferocious  De  la  Marck, 
and  towanfs  whom  he  sometimes  showed  affection, 
and  even  tenderness.  The  mother  of  the  boy.  a  beau- 
tiful concubine,  had  perished  by  a  blow  dealt  her  by 
the  ferocious  leader  m  a  fit  of  drunkenness  or  jeal- 
ousy ;  and  her  fate  had  caused  her  tyrant  as  much  re. 
morse  as  he  was  capable  of  feeling.  His-  attachment 
to  the , surviving  orphan  might  be  partly  owing  to 
these  circumstances.  Q,uenun,  who  had  learned  this 
point  of  the  leader's  character  from  the  old  priest, 
planted  himself  as  dose  as  he  could  to  the  youth  in 
question ;  determined  to  make  him,  in  some  way  or 
other,  either  a  hostaae  or  a  protector,  should  other 
means  of  safety  fail  them. 

While  all  stood  m  a  kind  of  suspense,  waidng  ths 
event  of  the  orders  which  the  tyrant  had  issaedL  one 
of  Pavilion's  followers  whispered  Peter,  "Did  not 
our  master  call  that  wench  his  daughter 7— Why,  it 
cannot  be  our  Trudchen.  This  strapping  lass  is  tal- 
ler by  two  inches ;  and  there  is  a  black  lock  of  hair 
peeps  forth  vender  from  under  her  veil.  By  Saint 
Michael  of  the  Market-place,  you  might  as  well  call 
a  black  bullock's  hide  a  white  heifer's  2"  , 

"Hush  I  hush !"  said  Peter,  with  some  presence  j( 
mind—"  What  if  our  master  hath  a  mind  to  sten.  a 
piece  of  doe-venison  out  of  the  Bishop's  park,  here 
without  our  good  dame's  knowledge  1  And  is  it  for 
diee  or  me  to  oe  a  spy  on  him  1" 

"  That  will  not  I,  brother,"  answered  the  oiheri 
'  Rough  I  v'Ottld  not  have  thought  of  his  turning 
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4eer-8(eftler  at  his  yean.  Ssppennent-^what  n.  shy 
Amy  it  is !  See  how  she  croacnes  down  on  yondeo' 
seat,  behind  folk's  backs,  to  escape  the  gaze  of  the 
Kaickers.— But  hold,  hold ;  what  are  they  about  tc 
4o  with  tiiepoor  old  Bishop?" 

As  he  spoke,  the  Bishop  of  Liese^  Louis  of  Bour- 
bon, was  (jramed  into  the  hall  of  nis  own  palace  by 
the  orutal  soldiery.  The  dishevelled  state  of  his  hair, 
beard,  and  attire,  bore  witness  to  the  ill  treatment  he 
Bad  already  received;  and  some  of  his  sacerdotal 
robes  hastily  flung  over  him,  appeared  to  hate  been 
put  on  in  scorn  and  ridicule  of  nis  quality  and  char- 
acter. By  good  fortune,  as  Quentin  was  oompelJed 
to  think  It,  the  Countess  Isabelle,  whose  feelings  at 
aeang  her  protector  in  such  an  extremity  might  nave 
betrayed  her  o^wn  secret  and  oompromised  her  sayfety, 
was  so  situated  as  neither  to  hear  nor  see  what  was 
about  to  take  place ;  and  Durward  sedulously  mter- 
posed  his  own  person  before  her,  so  as  to  keep  her 
from  observing  alike,  and  from  observation. 

The  scene  which  followed  was  short  and  fearfiil. 
When  the  unhappy  Prelate  was  brought  before  the 
footstool  of  the  savage  leader,  althougn  in  former  life 
only  remarkable  for  his  easy  and  good-natured  tem- 
per, he  showed  in  this  extremity  a  sense  of  his  digni- 
ty and  noble  blood,  well  becoming  the  high  race  ftt>m 
which  he  was  descended.  His  Took  was  composed 
and  undismayed  {  his  gesture,  when  the  rude  bands 
which  dragaed  hun  forward  were  unloosed,  was  no- 
ble, snd  at  the  same  time  resigned,  somewhat  between 
the  bearing  of  a  feudal  noble  and  of  a  Christian  mar- 
tyr; and  so  much  was  even  Do  la  Marck  himself 
Kered  by  the  firm  demeanour  of  his  prisoner,  and 
^Uection  of  the  early  benefits  he  had  rsoeiTed  fiom 
U  that  he  ssemed  irresolute,  cast  down  his  eyes, 
and  it  was  not  until  he  had  emptied  a  large  goblet  of 
wine,  that,  resuming  his  haughty  insolence  of  look 
and  manner,  he  thus  addressed  his  unfortunate  cap- 
tive J— "  Louis  of  Bourbon,**  said  the  truculent  soldier, 
drawing  haitl  his  breath,  clenching  his  hands,  set- 
ting his  teeth,  and  using  the  oth^r  mechanical  ae^ 
tions  to  rouse  up  and  sustain  his  native  ferocity  of  tem- 
per—"! sought  your  ftiendshij^  and  you  rejected 
mine.  What  ^ould  you  now  give  that  it  had  been 
otherwise?— Nikkei,  he  ready." 

The  butcher  rose,  seized  his  weapon,  and  steattng 
round  behind  De  la  Marck's  chair,  stood  with  it  iq>lilt- 
ed  in  his  bare  and  sinewy  arms. 

"  Look  at  that  man,  Louis  of  Bourbon,'*  said  Dela 
Marck  a^n— "  What  terms  wilt  thou  now  offer,  to 
escape  this  dangerous  hour?" 

The  Bishop  cast  a  melancholy  but  unshaken  look 
npon  the  grisly  satellite,  who  seemed  prepared  to  ex- 
ecute the  will  of  the  tyrant,  and  then  he  said  with 
firmness,  "  Hear  me,  William  De  la  Marck :  and  good 
men  all,  if  there  be  any  here  who  deserve  that  name, 
bear'the  only  terms  I  can  offer  to  this  ruffian.— Wil- 
fiam  De  la  Marck,  thou  hast  stirred  up  to  sedition  an 
imperial  citjr— hast  assaulted  and  taken  the  palace  of 
a  Prince  of  the  Holy  German  Empire-^ain  his  peo- 
ple—plundered his  goods— maltreated  his  person ;  for 
this  thou  art  liable  to  the  Ban  of  the  Empire— hast  de- 
Mrved  to  be  declared  outlawed  and  fugitive,  landless 
and  rightless.  Thou  hast  done  more  than  all  this. 
More  than  mere  human  laws  hast  thou  broken'— more 
than  mere  human  vengeance  hast  thou  deserved. 
Thou  hast  broken  into  the  sanctuary  of  the  Lord- 
laid  violent  hands  upon  a  Father  of  the  Church— de- 
filed the  house  of  God  with  blood  and  rapine,  like  a 
sacrilegious  robber" 

"  Hast  thou  yet  done  V*  said  De  la  Marck,  fiercely 
interrupting  him,  and  stamping  with  his  fbot. 

"Not"  answered  the  Prelate  "for  I  have  not  yet 
told  theo  the  terms  which  you  demanded  to  hear  firom 
roe.*' 

**  Go  on.*'  said  De  la  Marck ;  "  and  let  the  tenns 

filease  me  better  than  the  preface,  or  wo  to  thy  gray 
leadr*  And  flinging  himself  back  in  his  seat,  he 
ffrjnded  his  teeth  till  the  foam  flew  from  his  lips,  as 
vom  the  tusks  of  the  savage  animal  whose  name  and 
spoils  he  wore. 

"  Such  are  thy  crimes,"  resumed  the  Bishop^  with 
calm  determinanon ;  "  now  hear  the  termSi  whrch^  as 
a  mereiAii  Prince  and  a  Christian  Prelate^  aettug 


aside  all  personal  onenee,  foBgyiug  each  pacainar  ii* 
jury;  I  condescend  to  oflfer.  Pline  down  tnj  leading- 
stafH-renounoe  thy  command— unbind  tliy  piiaeiMis 
—restore  thy  spoQ— distribute  what  eiss  tbov  hast  at 
goods,  to  reueve  those  whom  thou  hast  made  oiphas 
and  widows— array  thyself  in  sackcloth  and  ashc»- 
take  a  palmer's  stafi*  in  thy  hand,  and  go  hmrefbcdti 
on  pilgrimage  to  Rome,  and  we  will  oarselves  boil- 
tercessors  for  thee  with  the  Imperial  Chamber  at  Ka- 
tisbon  for  thy  life,  with  our  Holy  Father  the  Pope  fii 
thy  miserable  soul.** 

While  Louis  of  Bouri>on  proposed  theae  terras^  iat 
tone  as  decided  A  if  be  stdl  oceupisd  hia  qiiscopsl 
throne,  and  as  if  the  asirper  kneml  a  auppbaac  if 
his  feet,  the  tyiant  slowtt  raiaed  himsslf  in  lua  dm, 
the  amazement  with  which  he  was  at  firat  filled  gnmi 
way  gradually  to  raga  untiL  as  the  flSahop  eeaiM,  he 
looked  to  Nikkei  Blok,  ana  raised  hisfinser.  withstf 
speaking  a  word.  The  raffian  struck,  aa  if  he  hid 
been  domg  his  ofiice  in  the  common  shambles^  asi 
the  murdered  Bishop  sunk,  without  a  aoan,  at  thi 
ibotofhis  own  episcopal  throne.*  TtieCeeBois^^ 
were  not  prepared  lor  so  horrible  a  cataatrophe,  asi 
who  had  expected  to  hear  the  confevenoe  eul  in  sow 
terms  of  accomniodation,'atarted  tip  imanimoa^fc 
with  cries  of  exeeraoon,  mingled  with  ahostaof  vai- 
geance. 

But  WaUam  De  la  Marck.  Faising  hia  1 

yoke  above  the  tumult,  and  sbalonK  his  ' 

hand  and  extended  arm,  shouted  aloudi  **  Hew  ana; 
ye  porkers  o£  Liege  I  ye  wallowers  in  tbe  mad  of  As 
Maes  I— do  ye  dwfe  to  mate  iroursalves  with  tbe  HM 
Boar  of  Ardennes  T— Up^  ys  Boar*a  brood  P  (aa  o- 
ppessk>n  by  which  he  himseli;  and  othcr%  cAea  d»> 
signated  h»  soMnrs.)  *'let  these  FlemiBli  bs«i  sh 
your  tusks  f ' 

Every  one  of  hia  followers  started  up  at  ibseaiN 
mand,  and  mmgled  as  tbey^we  amons  tbdrhatai* 
Hes,  prepared  too  for  such  a  suipriaal,  eacbksdLis sa 
instant,  hia  next  neighbour  by  the  eoUai;  vafe  kii 
right  hand  brandished  a.broaddagper,  tkai^mB^ 
ed  against  lamptMit  and  moonsfiinaw  Evoy  v^ 
was  uplifted,  but  ^b  one  struck ;  for  the 
too  much  surprisw  ^ortesistanca  and  it 
biy  the  object  of  De  la  Marck  only  to 
on  his  civic  confederates. 

But  the  coarage  of  Quentin  Dutwaid^  noBipi  ad 
alert  in  resolution  beyond  his  years,  ana  afjamisad 
at  tbe  moment  by  all  that  could  add  energy  tobisBt' 
tural  shrewdness  and  rsselation,  gave  a  new  «■ 
to  the  scene.  Imiuting  (he  action  of  the  follewa 
of  De  la  Marck,  he  spnu^  on  Cari  Eberaoo,  theM 
of  their  leader,  and  masiermg  htm  with  eaae^  h^  to 
dirk  at  the  bors  throat,  while  be  exclaimed,  ^'  Is  Ac 
your  game  9  then  here  1  play  my  pari" 

"Holdl  bold^'exclum^DeUMarok, 


-.  rtai 
jest— Think  you  I  would  injure  my  good  fiieas 
*  h  Mifnfnf  tht  fM«Mot  date  to  dw  BDntor  oTtiM  BMMptf 
Li6C»,  Loat*  de  Bawboo,  hutmr  ho  b«M  vielmled.  U  k  m 
that  tha.  Bishop  wm  omiIo  priwBW  by  Um  nmrfcat*  of  as 
eitj.  It  M  also  tnie  tiiat  tbe  report  of  the  mearreetioa  coae  a 
Charles  with  a  ramour  that  tho  Biehop  was  ilain,  whicta  ixuai 
his  indieiiatioa  af  aimt  Looia,  wb««pa  tbea  ta  hie  p«««r.  m 
these  thiofa  happened  in  14«8,  and  tbe  Bishop'*  manler  did  i 


take  place  till  14S8.  In  the  months  «>r  Auciiat  and  Hi  iiiHiitis 
of  that  rear.  WilHan  de  la  Marck.  called  the  Wild  BovaTJ^ 
demies,  entered  into  a  conspiracy  with  thedisocHiisotad  eiSaai 
of  Lisffs  aaainst  their  Bisliop.  Loiiia  of  BowImmi.  fa«a»(  aidsd 
with  considerable  suaas  of  money  by  the  Kiac  of  PiaMS.  Wa 
this  means,  and  tbe  assistance  of  munj  nordcreis  and  bamlilli» 
who  thronfed  to  hnn  as  toa  leader  beflttiat  then,  De  la  flack 
assembled  a  body  of  tioopa,  whoa  lie  dnaaed  in  ■eariet  as  a 
VDifonn,  with  a  boar's  head  on  the  left  slee««L  With  tins  IMi 
amy  he  approached  the  eity  of  Licae.  Upon  this  tlie  citnaM^ 
who  where  engaged  in  Uie  conspiiaey,  came  to  their  flisbMi 
and,  oflbrinv  to  stand  by  him  to  tbe  death,  esliortcd  hia  fe 
march  out  a«aittst  these  robbers.  The  Bishop,  thatHbm,  m 
himself  at  the  head  of  a  4bw  troops  nf  hie  own,  maatiQr  *•  ihi 


his  banditti  with  tbe  expected 


brouaht  before  the  proflifate  KnifhL  who  flnt  eat  him-  i 
the  uoe,  and  then  murdered  him  wiUi  his  own  hand,  and  eas 
his  body  to  be  exposed  naked  in  Ihe  neat 


Such  IS  the  actual  narrative  of  a  tra«edy  whi  A 
horror  the  people  of  the  time.    Tlie  mnvder  of  tbs 
been  alteeo  years  antedated  in  tiie  text,  Cor 
— ""  of  toaaneei  will«aail#  apvnaiata. 
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aUBNTIN  DtJRWARD. 


tnd  tlfies  of  the  city  of  Liege?— Soldiers,  unloose 
your  holds;  sit  down ;  take  away  the  carnon"  Ujv- 
mg  the  Bishop's  coipae  a  thrust  with  his  foot)  "  which 
fttth  caused  this  strife  among  friends,  and  let  us  drown 
'mkindness  in  a  fresh  carouse." 

AU  unloosened  their  holds,  and  the  citizens  and  sol- 
diers stood  gazing  on  each  other,  as  if  they  scarce 
knew  whether  they  were  friends  or  foes.  Quentin 
Durward  took  advantage  of  the  moment. 

"  Hear  me,"  he  said,  "  William  De  la  Marck,  and 
fOUt  burghers  and  citizens  of  Li^;— and  do  you, 
^iing  sh-,  stand  stilly"  (for  the  boy  Carl  was  attempt- 
ing to  escape  from  his  gripe ;)  "  no  harm  shall  beuU 
foUf  unless  another  et  these  sharp  jeats  at^all  pass 
round." 

"  Who  art  thou,  in  the  fiend's  name,  said  the  as- 
lonished  De  la  Marck,  **  who  art  copie  to  hold  terms 
uid  take  hostages  from  us  in  our  own  lair— frt)m  US| 
itfio  exact  pledges  from  others,  but  yield  them  to  no 
mer 

'*  I  am  a  servant  of  King  Lotus  of  France,"  said 
^^entin,  boldly ;  "  an  Archer  of  his  Scottish  Guard, 
19  my  language  and  dress  may  partly  tell  you.  I  am 
lere  to  behola  and  to  report  your  proceedmgs  {  and  I 
lee  with  wonder,  that  they  are  those  of  heathens,  ra- 
ther than  Christiana— of  madmen,  rather  than  men 
Missessed  of  reason.  The  hosts  of  Charles  of  Bur- 
pindy  will  be  instantly  in  motion  against  you  all ; 
md  if  you  wish  assistance  from  France,  you  must 
x>nduct  yonrselYes  in  a  different  manner.— For  you, 
nen  of  Liege.  I  advise  your  instant  return  to  your 
rwn  city ;  and  if  there  is  anv  obstruction  offered  to 
roar  departure,  I  denounce  those  by  whom  it  is  so  of- 
»red,  foes  to  my  master,  his  most  gracious  Majesty 
rf  France." 

**  Prance  and  Liege !  France  and  Lieg|e !"  cried  the 
bllowers  of  Pavilion,  and  several  other  citizens, 
nrhose  courago  begaA  to  rise  at  the  bold  language  held 
r/  Quentin. 

"  France  and  Liege,  and  l6nff  live^the  gallant  Ar- 
Hier !  We  will  live  and  die  with  mm  r* 

William  de  la  Marck's  eyes  spatkled,  and' he  grasp- 
ed his  daf^ger  as  if  about  to  launch  it  at  the  heart  of 
the  audacious  speaker  \  but  Klandn^liis  eye  around, 
lie  read  something  in  the  looks  of  his  soldiers,  which 
9ven  he  was  oblirad  to  respect  Many  of  them  wete 
Prenchmen,  and  all  of  them  knew  the  private  sup- 
)ort  which  William  had  received,  both  in  men  and  m 
noney,  from  that  kingdom ;  nay.  some  of  them  were 
rather  startled  at  the  violent  and  saorilefi^us  action 
which  had  been  Just  committed.  The  name  of 
nharles  of  Butgundy.  ^  person  likely  to  resent  to  the 
itmost  the  deeds  of  that  night,  had  an  alarmiog 
K)und,,  and  the, extreme  impoiicv  of  at  once  quarrel- 
ing with  the  Liegeois  and  provoking  the  Monarch  of 
fmince,  made  an  ivppalling  impression  on  their  minds, 
infused  as  their  intellects  were.  De  la  Marck.  in 
(hort.  saw  he  would  not  be  supported  even  by  nis 
»wn  band,  in  any  farther  act  oi  immediate  violence, 
ind  relaxing  the  terrors  of  his  brow  and  eye,  declared 
hat  **  he  had  not  the  least  design  affajnat  his  good 
riends  of  Lieg&  all  of  whom  were  at  liberty  to  depart 
rom  Schonwaldt  at  their  pleasure ;  although  he  nad 
loped  they  would  revel  one  niffht  with  him,  at  least, 
n  qono^r  of  their  victory."  He  added,  with  more 
almness  than  he  commonly,  used«  that  "he  would 
e  ready  to  enter  into  negotiation  concerning  the  par- 
ition  or  spoil,  and  the  arrangement  of  measures  for 
heir  mutual  defence,  either  the  next  day,  or  as  soon 
fter  as  they  would.  Meantime,  he  trusted  that  the 
Scottish  gentleman  would  honour  his  feast  by  re- 
anming  all  nisht  at  Schonwaldt" 

The  young  Scot  returned  his  thanks,  but  said,  his 
notions  must  bo  determined  by  those  of  Pavilion,  to 
^hom  he  was  directed  particularly  to  attach  bim- 
elf ;  but  that,  unquestionably,  he  would  attend  him 
n  his  next  return  to  the  quarters  of  the  valiant  Wil- 
iam  de  la  Marck. 

"  If  you  depend  on  my  motions,"  said  Pavilion, 
lastily  and  aloud^  "you  are  likely  to  .miit  Schon- 
raldt  without  an  instant's  delay ;  and,  if  you  do  not 
!Ome  bark  to  Schonwaldt,  save  in  my  company,  you 
ire  not  Tikely  to  see  it  agam  in  a  hurry." 

ThiB  last  part  of  the  sentence  the  honest  citizen 


muttered  to  himself!  afinid  of  the  consequences  of 
giving  audible  vent  to  feelings,  which,  nevertheless, 
be  was  unable  altogether  to  aippress. 

"  Keep  close  about  me,  my  orisk  Kurschner  bids,'' 
he  said  to  his  body-guard,  "and  we  will  get  as  fast  . 
as  we  can  out  of  this  den  of  thieves."  , 

Most  of  the  better  classes  of  the  Liegeois  seemerf* 
to  entertain  similar  opinions  with  the  Syndic,  and 
there  had  been  scarce  so  much  joy  amongst  them 
at  the  obtaining  possession  of  Schonwaldt,  as  now 
seemed  to  arise  from  the  prospect  of  getting  safe  out 
of  it.  ^  They  were  suiTered  to  leave  the  castle  without 
opposition  of  any  kmd ;  and  glad  was  Qoentin  vt^en 
he  turned  his  back  on  those  lormidable  walls. 

For  the  first  time  since  they  had  entered  that 
dreadful  hall,  Quentin  ventured  to  ask  the  young 
Countess  how  she  did. 

"Well,  well."  she  answered,  in  feverish  hasten 
'*  excellently  well— do  not  stop  to  ask  a  question ;  let 
us  not  lose  an  instant  in  words— Let  us  fly— let  uf 
fly!" 

She  endeavoured  to  mend  her  pace  as  she  spoke i 
but  with  so  little  success^  that  she  must  have  fallen 
from  exhaustion,  had  not  Durward  supported  her. 
With  the  tenderness  of  a  mother,  when  she  oonvesrs 
her  infant  out  of  danger,  the  young  Scot  raised  hk 
precious  charge  in  his  arms  {  and,  while  she  encir- 
cled his  neck  with  one  arm,  lost  to  every  other 
thought  save  the  desire  of  escaping,  he  would  not 
have  wished  one  of  the  risks  of  toe  ni^t  onenooun- 
tered,  since  such  had  been  the  conclusion. 

The  honest  Burgomaster  wai^  in  his  turn,  support- 
ed and  dragged  wrward  by  his  faithful  9ounseUoi 
Peter,  and  another  of  his  clerks ;  and  thus,  m  breath- 
AAiB  nasie,  cney  reacnea  tne  banks  of  the  river,  en- 
countering many  strolUng  bands  of  citizens,  who 
were  eager  to  know  the  event  of  the  sieee,  and  the 
truth  of  certain  rumours  already  afioatt  thn  the  coa- 
querers  had  quarrelled  among  themselves. 

Evading  their  cwioeity  as  they  best  could,  the 
exertions  of  Peter  and  some  of  bis  companions  at 
length  pnKsurod  a  boat  for  the  use  of  the  company, 
and  with  it  an  opportunity  of  enjoying  some  repose, 

Sually  welcome  to  Isabelle,  who  continued  to  lie 
most  motionless  in  the  arms  of  her  pieserver^  and 
to  the  worthy  Buroomaster,  who,  afrer  delivenng  a 
broken  string  of  thanks  to  Durward,  whose  mmd 
was  at  the  time  too  much  occupied  to  answer  him, 
began  a  bng  harangue,  which  he  addressed  to  Peter, 
upon  his  own  courage  and  benevolence,  and  the  dan- 
gers to  which  these  virtues  had  exposed  him,  on  thit 
and  other  occasiona  ^   . 

"  Peter,  Peter,"  he  said,  reenming  the  complaint 
of  the  pracedlng  evemng,  "  if  I  had  not  had  a  bold 
heart,  I  would  never  have  stood  out  against  paying 
the  burghers-twentiethsk  when  every  other  living 
soul  was  willing  to  pay  the  same.— Ay,  and  then  a 
less  stout  heart  had  not  seduced  me  into  that  oUier 
battle  of  Saint  Tron,  where  a  Hainault  man-at-arnis 
thrust  me  into  a  muddy  ditch  with  his  lance,  which 
neither  heart  nor  hand  that  I  had  could  help  me  out 
of;  till  the  baule  was  over.— Ay,  and  then,  Peter,  this 
very  ni^t  my  courage  seduced  me,  moreover,  into 
too  strait  a  cordet,  wnich  would  have  been  the  death 
of  me,  but  for  the  aid  of  this  gallant  young. gentler 
man,  whose  trade  is  fighting,  whereof  I  wish  him 
heartily  joy.  And  then  for  my  tenderness  of  heart. 
Peter,  it  has  made  a  poor  man  of  me— that  is,  it 
would  l^ave  made  a  poor  man  of  me,  if  I  had  not 
been  tolerably  well  to  pass  in  this  .wicked  world;— 
and  Heaven  knows  what  trouble  it  is  like  to  bnng 
on  me  yet,  with  ladies,  countesses,  and  keepins  of 
secrets,  which,  for  aught  I  know,  may  cost  me  halt 
my  fortune,  and  my  neck  into  the  bargain  I" 
.duentin  could  remain  no  longer  silent,  but  assureil 
him.  Uiat  whatever  danger  or  damage  he  should  incur 
on  the  pert  of  the  youne  lady  now  under  his  protec- 
tion, should  be  thankfully  acknowledged,  and,  as  far 
as  was  possiblo,  repaid. 

"I  thank  you,  young  Master  Squire  Areher.  J 
:hank  you."  answered  the  citizen  of  Liege ;  "  but  who 
was  it  told  you  that  I  desired  any  repayment  at  your 
hand  for  doing  the  duty  of  an  honest  man  ?  I  onlif 
regretted  that  it  might  cost  me  so  and  so;  and  1 
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hope  I  may  hnve  loave  to  Bay  so  much  to  my  lieute- 
nant, without  cither  enidging  my  loBsor  my  prril." 

Quenrin  accordingly  concluded  that  hia  present 
friend  was  one  of  the  numerous  class;  of  benefactors 
10  others,  who^  take  out  their  reward  in  grumbling, 
without  meaning  more  than,  by  showing  their  grie- 
vances, to  exalt  a  Httte^he  idea  of  the  valuable  service 
by  which  they  have  incurred  ihem^  and  therefore  pru- 
dently remained  silent,  and  sufiered  tha  Syndic  to 
maunder  on  to  his  lieutenant  concerning  the  risk  and 
the  loss  he  had  encountered  by  his  zeal  for  thej^ublic 
good,  and  his  disinterested  services  to  indivIdualB, 
until  they  reached  hia  own  habitation. 
•  The  truth  was,  that  the  honest  citizen  felt  that  he 
had  lost  a  little  consequence,  by  suffering  the  young 
•tranger  to  taiie  the  lead  at  the  crisis  which  had  oc- 
curred at  the  castle-hall  of  Schonwaldt ;  and,  how- 
ever delighted  with  the  effect  of  Durwanl's  interfer- 
ence at  the  moment,  it  seemed  to  him,  on  reflection, 
that  he  had  sustained  a  diminution  of  importance,  for 
which  he  endeavoured  to  obtain  compensation,  by 
exaggerating  the  claims  which  he  had  upon  the 
gratitude  of  his  country  in  general,  his  friends  in 
oarticular,  and  more  especiany  still,  on  the  Countess 
of  Croye.  and  her  youthful  protector. 

But  when  the  boat  stoppe'l  at  the  bottom  of  his 
garden,  and  he  had  cot  himself  assisted  on  shore  by 
Peter,  it  seemed  as  if  the  touch  of  his  own  threshold 
had  at  once  dissipated  those  feelings  of  wounded 
self- opinion  and  Jealousy,  and  converted  the  discon- 
tented and  obscured  demagogue  into  the  honest, 
kind,  hospitable,  and  friendly  host  He  called  loudly 
forTrudchen,  who  presently,  ai^peared;  for  fear  and 
anxiety  would  permit  few  within  the  walls  of  Liege 
to  sleep  during  that  eventful  night.  She  was  charg- 
ed to  pay  the  utmost  attention  to  the  care  of  the 
beautiful  and  half-fainting  stranger;  and,  admiring 
her  personal  charms,  whue  she  pitied  her  distress, 
Gertrude  discharged  the  hospitable  duty  with  the 
zeal  and  aflection  of  a  sister. 

Late  as  it  now  was,  and  fatigued  as  the  Syndic  ap- 
peared, Quentin,  on  his  side,  had  difficulty  to  escape 
ft  flask  of  choice  and  costly  wine,  as  old  as  the  battle 
of  Azincour ;  aqd  must  have  submitted  to  take  his 
share,  however  unwilling,  but  for  the  appearance  of 
the  mother  of  the  family,  whom  Pavillon^s  loud  sum- 
mons for  the  keys  of  the  cellar  brought  forth  from 
her  bedroom.  She  was  a  jolly  little  roundabout 
woman,  who  had  been  pretty  in  her  time,  but  whose 
principal  characteristics  for  several  years  had  been  a 
red  and  sharp  nose,  a  shrill  voicc^  and  a  determina- 
tion that  the  Syndic^  in  consideration  of  the  authority 
which  he  exercised  when  abroad,  should  remain 
under  the  rule  of  due  discipline  at  home. 

So  soon  as  she  understood  the  nature  of  the  de- 
bate between  her  husband  and  his  guest,  she  declared 
roundly,  that  the  former,  instead  of  having  occasion 
for  more  wine,  had  got  too  much  already;  and  far 
from  using,  in  furtherance  of  his  request,  any  of  the 
huge  bunch  of  keys  which  hung  by  a  silver  chain  at 
her  waist,  she  turned  her  back  on  him  without  cere- 
mony, and  ushered  Ctuentin  to  the  neat  and  pleasant 
apartment  m  which  he  was  to  spend  the  nignt.  amid 
•ach  appliances  to  rest  and  comfort  as  probably  ho 
hftd  till  that  moment  been  entirely  a  stranger  to ;  so 
much  did  the  wealthy  Flemings  excel,  not  merely 
ttie  poor  and  rude  Scots,  but  the  French  themselves, 
'n  all  the  conveniences  of  domestic  life. 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 

THB  FUGHT. 

—    ••  Now  bid  me  nin. 
And  I  will  itrive  with  Uungt 
Yea,  (ttt  tte  better  of  them. 


-Set  on  roar  foot  I 


And.  with  a  heart  new  flred,  1  follow  fou. 
To  do  I  know  not  what— JWIau  Cmtar. 

Iir  spite  of  a  mixture  of  joy  and  fear,  doubt,  anxiety, 
Mid  other  agitating  passions,  the  exhausting  fatigues 
of  the  preceding  day  were  powerful  enotigh  to  throw 
tlie  yotmg  Scot  into  a  deep  and  profound  repose, 


^ 


which  lasted  until  late  on  tbe  day  fi>Doirii«{  ili 
his  worthy  host  entered  the  apartment,  wiUTiMbl 
care  on  his  brow. 

He  seated  himself  by  his  guest's  bedside^  aodbei 
a  long  and  complicated  discoorae  upon  the  dona 
duties  of  a  mamed  life,  and  eneciaUy  upon  the 
power  and  ri^ht  supremacy  which  it  became  m 
men  to  sustam^  in  all  differences  of  opinioD  aiili  i 
wives.  Cluentin  listened  with  some  laxietr. 
knew  that  husbands,  like  other  bdl^oerait  po«« 
were  sometimes  disposed  to  sing  Te  Dwm^  nth 
to  conceal  a  defeat  than  to  celebrate  i  \ictoiT;  i 
he  hastened  to  probe  the  matter  more  clofdy, " 
hopmg  thor  amval  had  been  attended  withn 
convenience  to  the  good  lady  of  the  boosdioliL'' 

"  Inconvenience  I— no,"  answered  the  Bugou^ 
tei^-**  No  woman  can  be  less  taken  nnavsRi  d 
Mother  Mabel— always  happy  to  see  her  fiieodt- 
ways  a  clean  lodging  and  anandsoniemealKidj 
them,  with  God^i  Dlessin£[  on  bed  and  bom- 
woman  on  earth  so  hospitable— only  'tis  pitj 
temper  is  something  particular." 

"  Our  residence  here  is  disagreeable  to  ha, 
riiortT'  said  the  Scot  starting  out  of  bed,  taj^ 
ning  to  dress  himself  hastily.  **  Were  I  nit  ns 
Lamr  Isabelle  were  fit  for  travel  af^  the  boooi 
the  last  night,  we  would  not  increaae  the  dfa 
remainingnere  an  instant  longer." 

"Nay,"^  said  Pavilion,  ''that  is  just  what  iheM 
lady  herself  said  to  Mother  Mabel  {  and  tnilTis 
you  saw  the  colour  that  came  to  her  faceif  iki 
It— a  milkmaid  that  has  skated  fivemiki  toad 
against  the  frost- wind  is  a  lily  compared  toiHi 
not  wonder  Mother  Mabel  may  be  a  fiuie  jila 
poor  dear  soul." 

''  Has  the  Lady  Isabelle  then  left  her  qsiMif 
said  the  youth,  continuing  his  toilette  ofeamm 
more  despatch  than  before. 

"  Yea*  rephed  Pavilion  j  "  and  ^he  B^rtjf 
approach  with  much  unpatience,  to  deyiswi 
way  you  shall  go— since  yon  are  both  dtnaa* 
going.— But  I  trust  you  will  tarry  breakftif 

"  Why  did  you  not  tell  me  this  80on«rr«W' 
wsrd,  impatiently.    .  .     „. 

"Softly-softly,"  Said  the  Syndic;  "H?** 
you  too  soon,  I  think,  if  it  puts  you  mto  bbdib^ 
fluster.  Now  I  have  some  more  matter  fa?** 
if  I  saw  you  had  some  j>atience  to  listen  utm, 

"  Speak  it,  worthy  sv,  as  soon  and  at  ft«  n^ 
can— I  listen  devoutly."  ^  „. 

.  "Well,  then."  resumed  the  Bnrgomastttlwj 
but  one  word  to  say,  and  that  is,  that  1™*W 
is  as  sorry  to  part  with  yonder  pretty  Wyj'" 
had  been  some  sister  of  hers,  wants  jwi  totikesj; 
other  disguise;  for  there  is  word  in  meto^yMJJi 
Ladies  of  Croye  travel  the  country  in  pubin  iWli 
attended  by  a  French  life-guardsman  of  the  Scoaa 
Archers ;  and  it  is  saW  one  of  them  ww  w«g 
into  Schonwaldt  last  night  by  a  Bohemian  iWl 
had  left  it;  and  it  was  said  still  &rther,ti»tn! 
same  Bohemian  had  assured  Williaih  de  a  M 
that  you  were  charged  with  no  messase  eitbertoBi 
or  to  the  good  people  of  Liege,  and  tnanrM  W 
stolen  away  the  young  Countess,  and  t'^f' Jn 
her  as  her  paramour.  And  all  this  news  b»^^ 
from  Schonwaldt  this  morning;  and  it  has  mo  na 
to  us  and  the  other  counsellors,  who  know  DotjJ 
what  to  advise:  for  though  our  own  opanioo  bbj 
William  de  la  Marck  has  been  a  thought  too  rM 
both  with  the  Bishop  and  with  ourselv^^  yet  tte" 
a  great  belief  that  he  is  a  good-natured  wbI  «» 
tom— that  is,  when  heissober^and  duthestwgj 
leader  in  the  world  to  command  us  against  tMi» 
of  Burgundv ;— and,  in  truth,  as  matters  »'*'"•  ^ 
partly  my  own  mind  that  we  must  k«»  n"  ■■ 
nim,  for  we  have  gone  too  far  to  draw  baa. .  . 

"  Vour  daughter  advises  well,"  said  (^^S^ 
ward,  abstainmg  from  reproaches  OT,.*""^!!!!!! 
which  he  saw  would  be  alike  unavmunRto  w 
resolution,  which  had  been  adopted  by  tnewjg 
magistrate  in  compliance  at  once  wim  tnyi«" 
of  his  party  and  the  inclination  of  m  w*^. '2 
daughter  counsels  well— We  must  P***  ■[  5 
guise,  and  thfit  instantly.    We  may,  I  U«^  i^ 
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tpon  ^u  for  the  neoeasary  secrecy-,  and  for  the  means 

if  £SC&De 

"  With  all  my  heart— with  all  my  heart,"  said  the 
loneet  citizen,  who.  not  much  satisfied  with  the  dig- 
uty  of  his  own  conduct,  was  eager  to  find  some  mode 
tf  atonement.  "  I  cannot  but  remember  that  I  owed 
ou  my  life  last  night,  both  for  unclasping  that  ac- 
iirsed  steel  doublet,  and  helping  me  through  the 
dier  scrape,  which  was  worse;  for  yonder  Boar  and 
is  brood  look  more  like  devils  than  men.  So  I  will 
e  true  to  you  as  blade  to  haft,  as  our  cutlers  say, 
rho  are  the  best  in  tl^  whole  world.  Nay.  nowyou 
re  ready,  come  (his  way— you  shall  see  how  fir  I 
an  trust  you.*' 

The  Svndic  led  him  from  the  chamber  m  which 
e  had  slept  to  his  own  counting-room,  m  which  he 
ransactea  his  affairs  of  business ;  and  after  bolting 
le  door,  and  casting  a  piercing  and  careful  eye 
round  him,  he  openeoa  concealed  and  vaulted  clpset 
ehind  the  tapestry,  in  which  stood  more  than  one 
on  chest.  He  proceeded  to  open  one  which  was 
ill 'of  guilders,  and  placed  it  at  Quentin's  discretion, 
)  take  whatever  sum  he  might  think  necessary  for 
is  companion's  expenses  ana  his  own. 

As  the  nionejr  with  which  Quentin  was  furnished 
n  leaving  Plessis  was  now  nearly  expended,  he  hesi- 
ited  not  to  accept  the  sum  of  two  hundred  guilders ; 
nd  by  doing  90  took  a  great  weight  from  the  mmd  of 
aviifon,  who  considered  the  desperate  transaction  in 
rhich  he  thus  voluntarily  became  the  creditor,  as  an 
tenement  for  the  breach  of  hospitality  which  various 
onsiderations  in  a  greit  measure  compelled  him  to 
ommit. 

Having  carefully  locked  his  treasure-chamber,  the 
real tUv  Fleming  next  conveyed  his  guest,  to  the  par- 
nir,  where,  in  full  possession  of  her  activity  of  mind 
nd  body,  though  pale  from  the  scenes  or  the  pre- 
sding  night,  he  found  the  Countess  attired  in  the 
Lshion  of  a  Flemish  maiden  of  the  middling  class. 
Jo  other  was  present  excepting  Trudchen,  who  was 
sdulouslv  employed  in  completing  the  Countess's 
ress,  and  in  instructing  her  how  to  bear  hersel£  She 
Ktended  heir  hand  to  him,  whk;h.  when  he  had  re- 
erently  kissed,  she  said  to  him,  ^'^Seimior  Quentin, 
re  nwst  leave  our  friends  here,  unless  l  would  bring 
n  them  a  part  of  the  misery  which  has  punued  me 
rer  since  mv  father's  death.  You  must  change 
our  dress  ana  go  with  me,  unless  you  also  are  tized 
f  befriending  a  neing  so  unfortunate.'* 

"  1 1— I  tired  of  being  your  attendant!— To  the  end 
f  the*  earth  will  I  guard  you !  But  you— you  your- 
slf— are  you  equal  to  the  task  you  undertake?— Can 

ou,  after  the  terrors  of  last  night" 

;  "  Do  not  recall  them  to  my  memory,"  answered 
te  Countess ;  "  I  remember  but  the  confusion  of  a 
orrid  dream.— Has  the  excellent  Bishop  escaped  ?" 

"  I  trust  he  is  in  fre^om,"  said  Quentin,  making 

sign  to  Pavilion,  who  seemed  about  to  enter  on  the 
readful  narrative,  to  be  silent. 

"  Is  it  possible  for  us  to  reknn  him  7— Hath  he 
ftthered  any  power  T'  said  the  lady. 

**  His  only  hopes  are  in  Heaven,"  said  the  Scot; 

but  wherever  you  wish  to  go,  I  stand  by  your  side, 
determined  guide  and  guard.'^ 

**  We  will  consider,"  said  Isabelle ;  and  after  a  mo* 
lent' 8  pause,  she  added,  **  A  convent  would  be  my 
hoice,  but  that  I  fear  it  would  prove  a  weak  defence 
gainst  those  who  pursue  me."  < 

"Hem!  hem!"  said  the  Syndic;.**  I  could  not 
fell  recommend  a  convent  within  the  district  of 
liege;  because  theBoar  of  Ardennes,  though  in  the 
lain  a  brave  leader,  a  trusty  confederate,  and  a  well- 
ishcr  to  our  city,  has,  nevertheless,  rough  humours, 
nd  payeth,  on  the  whole,  little  regard  to  cloisters, 
»nvent8»  nunneries,  and  the  like.  Men  say  that 
lerc  are  a  score  of  nuns— that  is,  such  as  were  nuns 
-who  march  always  with  his  company." 

'^  Get  yourself  in  readiness  hastily.  Seignior  Dur- 
rard,"  said  Isabelle,  interrupting  this  detail,  "since 
»  your  faith  I  must  needs  commit  niysel£" 

No  sooner  had  the  Syndic  and  Quentin  left  the 
CM>m,  than  Isabelle  bejmn  to  ask  of  Gertrude  various 
[oesuons  concerning  the  roads,  and  so  Ibrth,  with 
luch  clearness  of  spirit  and  pertinence,  that  the  latter 


oould  not  help  exclaioung,  "  Lady,  I  wander  at  you  !^ 
I  have  heard  of  masculine  firmness,  but  voun  appear* 
to  me  more  than  belongs  to  humanity. 

"Necessity,"  answered  the  Countess— "necessity, 
my  fnendf  is  the  mother  of  couraoje^  as  of  invention. 
No  long  time  since,  I  might  have  faulted  when  I  saw 
a  drop  of  blood  shed  from  a  trifling  cut— I  have  since 
seen  life-blood  flow  around  me,  I  may  say,  in  waves, 
yet  I  have  retained  my  senses  and  my  self-possesSion. 
— ^Do  not  think  it  was  an  easy  task."  she  added,  laying 
on  Gertrude's  arm  a  trembling  hand,  although,  slie 
still  spoke  with  a  firm  voice ;  *'  the  little  world  writhia 
me  is  like  a  garrison  besieged  by  a  thousand  foes, 
whom  nothing  but  the  most  determined  resolution 
can  keep  from  storming  it  on  every  hand,  and  at 
every  moment  Were  my  situation  one  whit  less 
perilous  than  it  is— were  I  not  sensible  that  my  only 
chance  to  escape  a  fate  more  horrible  than  death,  la 
to  retain  my  recollection  and  self-posse^on — Ger- 
trude, I  would  at  this  moment  throwmyself  into  your 
arms,  and  relieve  my  bursting  bosom  by  such  a  trans- 
port of  tears  and  agonv  of  terror,  as  never  rushed 
from  a  breaking  heart  I" 

"Do  not  do  so,  lady!"  said  the  sympathizmg 
Fleming;  "  take  courage,  tell  your  beads,  throw  yoiur- 
sdf  on  the  care  of  Heaven ;  and  surely^  if  ever  Hoa- 
ven  sent  a  deliverer  to  one  ready  to  pensh,  that  bold 
and  adventurous  young  gentleman  must  be  designed 
for  yours.  There  is  one,  too,"  she,  added,  .blushing 
deeply,  "  in  whom  I  have  some  interest.  Sav  nothing 
to  my  fathers  but  I  have  ordered  my  bachelor.  Hans 
Glover,  to  wait  for  you  at  the  eastern  gate,  and  never 
to  see  my  face  more,  unless  her  brings  word  that  09 
has  guided  vou  safe  from  the  territory."  / 

'To  kiss  ner  tender^  was  the  only  way  m  which 
the  young  Countess  oould  express  her  thanks  to  the 
firank  and  kind-hearted  city  maiden,  who  returned 
the  embrace  afTectionaXely,  and  added,  with  a  smile, 
"  Nay,  if  two  maidens  and  their  devoted  bachelors 
cannot  succeed  in  a  disguise  and  an  escape,  the  world 
is  changed  from  what  fam  toM  it  wont  to  be." 

A  part  of  this  speech  again  called  the  colour  into 
the  Countess's  pale  cheeks,  which  was  not  lessened 
by  Quentin's  sudden  api>earance.  He  entered  com- 
pletely attired  as  a  Flemish  boor  of  the  better  class, 
m  the  holyday  suit  of  Peter,  who  expressed  his  inte- 
rest in  the  young  Soot  by  the  readiness  with  wlycb 
he  parted  with  it  for  his  use ;  and  swore,  at  the  same 
time,  that,  were  he  to  be  curried  and  tugged  worse 
than  ever  was  bullock's  hide,  they  shoulamake  no- 
thing out  of  him,  to  the  betraying  of  the  young  folks. 
Two  stout  horses  had  been  provided  by  the  activity 
of  Mother  Mabel,  who*  really  desired  the  Countess 
and  hei*  attendant  no  harm,  so  that  slie  could  make 
her  own  house  and  family  clear  of  the  dangere  which 
might  attend  upon  harbouring  them.  She  belield 
them  mount  and  go  cff  with  great  satisfaction,  after 
telling  them  that  they  would  find  their  way  to  the  east 
gate  by  keeping  their  eye  on  Peter,  who  was  to  walk 
m  that  direction  as  their  guide,  but  without  holding 
any  visible  communication  with  them. 

The  instant  her  guests  bad  departed.  Mother  Mabel 
took  the  opportunity  to  read  a  long  practical  lecture 
to  Trudchen  upon  the  folly  of  reading  romances, 
whereby  the  flaunting  ladies  of  the  Court  were  grown 
so  bold  and  venturous,  that,  instead  of  appmng  to 
learn  some  honeat  housewifery,  they  must  nde,  fbr* 
sooth,  a  damsel-erranting  through  the  country,  with 
no  better  attendant  than  some  idle  squire,  debauchea 
page,  or  rake-hellv  archer  from  foreign  parts,  to  the 
great  danger  of  their  health,  the  impoverishing  of  their 
substance,  and  the  iireparable  prejudice  of  their  repu- 
tation. 

All  this  Gertrude  heard  m  silence,  and  without  re- 
ply ;  but.  considering  her  character,  it  might  be  doubt- 
ed whether  she  denved  from  it  thepracucal  inference  - 
which  it  was  her  mother's  purpose  to  enforce. 

Meantime,  the  travellers  had  gained  the  eastern 
gate  of  the  citjr,  traversing  crowds  of  people,  who 
were  fortunately  too  much  busied  in  the  politiical 
events  and  nimouraof  thehour,  to  give  any  attention 
to  a  couple  who  had  so  little  to  render  their  appear* 
ance  remarkable.  They  passed  the  guards  in  virtue 
of  a  permission  obtained  for  them  by  Pavilion,  but  in 
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Hie  Mxne  of  hii  ootteagoe  Roiulaer.  and  ther  took 
tesve  of  Peter  Geislser  with  m  friendly  thouicn  brief 
exchange  of  good  wiahee  on  either  fiide.  Immediately 
afterwarde,  tnfey  were  joined  by  a  stout  youni?  maiL 
riding  a  good  grey  horse,  who  presently  made  himself 
known  as  Iians  Glover,  the  bachelor  of  Trudchen 
Pavilion.  He  was  a  young  fellow  with  a  good  Fle- 
mish countenance— not,  indeed,  of  the  most  intellec- 
tual cast,  but  arguing  more  hilarity  and  good-humour 
than  wit,  and,  as  the  Countess  could  not  help  think- 
ing, scarce  worthy  to  be  bachelor  to  the  g^enerous 
Trudchen.  He  seemed,  however,  fully  desirous  to 
second  the  views  which  she  had  formed  in  their  fa- 
vour ;  for,  sahitini^  them  remectfully,  be  asked  of  the 
Countess  in  Flemish,  on  which  road  she  desired  to 
be  conducted  1 

"  Ghiide  me,"  said  she,  "  towards  th^  nearest  town 
on  the  frontiers  of  Brabant.*'  , 

"  You  have  then  settled  the  end  and  object  of  your 
jovLTTiefV*  said  Ctuentin,  ai>proaching:  his  horse  to 
that  of  Isabelle,  and  speaking  French,  whkh  their 
guide  did  not  understand. 

•*  Surely,,"  replied  the  young  lady ;  **  for,  situated  as 
I  now  am,  it  must  be  of  no  small  detriment  to  me  if  I 
were  to  prolong  a  Journey  in  my  present  circum- 
stances, even  though  the  termination  should  be  a  ri- 
forous  prison.'* 

"  A  prison  f*  said  Quentin. 

**  Yes,  my  friend,  a  prison ;  but  I  will  take  care 
that  yon  shall  not  share  it" 

**  Do  not  talk-~do  not  think  of  ma,**  said  Quentin. 
**  Saw  I  you  but  safe,  my  own  concerns  are  little 
Worth  minding.** 

"  Do  not  speak  so  loud,"  said  the  Lady  Isabelle ; 
"  you  wHl  surprise  our  guide-^ou  see  he  has  already 
rode  on  before  us  ;*'-Hbr,  in  truth,  the  good-natured 
Fleming,  doing  as  he  desired  to  be  done  by,  had  re- 
moved rirom  them  the  oonstraint  of  a  thh-d  person,  up- 
on Quentin's  first  motion  towards  thelady.— "  Yes," 
she  continued,  when  she  noticed  they  were  free  from 
observation,  "  to  yo^i,  my  friend,  my  protector— why 
should  I  be  ashamed  to  call  you  what  Heaven  has 
made  you  to  me  ?— to  you  it  is  my  duty  to  say,  that 
my  resolution  is  taken  to  return  to  my  native  country, 
and  to  throw  myself  on  the  mercy  of  the  Duke  of 
Burgundjr.  It  was  mistaken,  thouf^  well-meant  ad- 
vice, which  induced  me  ever  to  withdraw  from  his 
protection,  and  place  myself  under  that  of  the  crafty 
ind  lUse  Louis  of  France.** 

••  And  you  resolve  to  become  the  hride,  then,  of  the 
Count  or  Campo-basso,  the  unworthy  fiivourite  of 
Charles  r  .    , 

llius  spoke  Quentin,  with  a  voice  m  which  iptemal 
agony  struggled  with  his  desire  to  assume  an  indiffer- 
ent tone,  like  that  of  the  poor  condemned  criminal, 
when,  affecting  a  firmness  which  he  is  far  from  feel- 
ing he  asks  if  the  death-warrant  be  arrived. 

^No,  Durward,  no.'*  said  the  Lady  Isabelle,  sittinR 

SI  erect  in  her  saddle,  "  to  that  hated  condition  aU 
irgundy*8  power  shall  not  sink  a  daughter  of  the 
House  or  Croye.  But]^ndy  may  seize  on  my  lands 
and  fiefs,  he  may  imprison  my  person  in  a  convent ; 
but  that  is  the  worst  I  have  to  expect ;  and  worse 
:han  that  I  will  endure  ere  I  give  my  hand  to  Campo- 


flnd  one?— In  that  vdnptnaryMwtrd rfEny 
in  the  inebriated  Wencealaus  of  GerausHi  S 
land  1— Ah,  Durward.  were  I  your  nfer,  ti^  ■ 
you  promise  me  shelter  in  some  of  those  nmd 
glens  which  you  k>ve  to  describe,  where,  fatM 
or  for  the  few  jewels  I  have  preserved.  I  sqj^U 
unharassed  life,  and  forget  the  lot  I  ma  \mi 
Could  yon  promise  me  the  proteetkm  of  eoail 
noured  matron  of  the  Iand--of  some  bsnm  ^ 
heart  was  as  true  as  his  sword— diitirereiBH 
prospect,  for  which  it  were  wordi  die  nik  dm 
censure  to  wander  farther  and  wider!"  ' 

lliere  was  a  faltering  tendemeii  of  tekci 
which  the  Countess  IsabeUe  made  dn  ada 
that  at  once  filled  Quentm  wHh  a  eensetioi  i 
and  cot  him  to  the  very  heart.   He  bestitd  \ 
ment  ere  he  made  an  answo-,  htstilrreTiewiv 
mind  the  possibility  there  mkht  be  that  k  en 
cure  her  shelter  in  Scotland;  but  the  nda 
truth  rushed  on  him,  that  it  woidd  be  ifikek 
cruel  to  point  out  to  her  a  course,  wUch  hel^ 
the  most  distant  power 'or  meani  to  imk 
"  Lady,"  he  said  at  last,  "  I  should  actMi 
my  honour  and  oath  of  chivaby.  did  1  tm] 
ground  any  plan  upon  the  thoughn  that  Ik 
power  in  Scotland  to  afibrd  you  otberpntaci 
that  of  the  poor  arm  which  is  nowbr  jovi 
scarce  know  that  my  blood  fiowi  in  oieiai 
individual  who  now  lives  in  my  natiTe  bdl 
Knight  of  Innerquharity  stormed  ovarie^ 
night,  and  cut  off  all  that  beloiuwd  lo  — 
WeiB  I  again  in  Scotland,  oor  feufa]  tarn 
merous  and  powerful,  I  smgie  and  neik; 
had  the  King  a  desire  to  do  me  joflticeik< 
for  the  sake  of  redressing  the  vntn^iK 
vidual.  provoke  a  chief  who  rides  iw^ 
horse." 

"  Alas  r  said  the  Cotmteas,  '*  th«f  teM 
ner  of  the  worid  safe  from  oppresatflsW 
as  unrestrained  amongst  those  wildvnMjJ 
so  few  objects  to  covet,  as  in  our  ri&iiW> 
Lowlands  I"  . . - 

It  is  a  sad  truthi  and  I  dare  not  W^, 


"  The  worst  I"  said  Quentinj  "  and  what  worse 
can  there  be  than  plunder  and  imprisonment  7— Oh. 
thmk,  while  you  have  God's  free  air  around  you,  and 
one  by  your  side  who  will  hazard  life  to  conduct  you 
to  England,  to  Glermany,  even  to  Scotland,  in  an  of 
which  you  shall  find  generous  protecior^—O,  while 
this  is  the  caee.  do  not  resolve  so  rashly  to  abandon 
»he  means  of  liberty,  the  best  giA  that  Heavin  gives! 
•-0  well  sung  a  poet  of  my  own  land— 

'  Ah.  (Vfcflom  ii  a  noble  thine— 

PreMlom  maku  man  to  hav«  nkinf— 

Freedom  Um  SMt  to  pleamr^  f ivea— 

He  live*  at  eoie  who  Tredj  lives. 

Grief,  sickneM,  poorttth,  want,  arnall 


nM'up  within  the  name  of  thiall 
She  listened  with  a  melancholy  «imile  to  her  guide's 
tirade  in  praise  of  liberty ;  and  then  answered,  after  a 
moment's  pause,  **  Freedom  is  for  man  alone— wo- 
man must  ever  seek  a  Drotector,  since  nature  made 
her  mcanable  to  defend  lierselfl    And  where  am  I  to 


eadtiM 

Ogilvies  and  the  like  act  the  same  MMft>|| 
land,  as  De  la  Marck  and  his  robbotttij 
coimtiy."  ,  ^j] 

•' No  more  of  Scotland,  then,"  aaid ' 
a  tone  of  indifference,  either  real  or 
more  of  Scotland,— which  indeed  I  ni_- 
jest,  to  see  if  you  really  dared  rsconupnttl 
a  place  of  rest,  the  most  distracted  ka|» 
rope.  It  was  but  a  trial  of  your  aoMnifii 
r^oice  to  see  may  be  relied  on,  even  wbei  ^ 
tialities  are  most  strongly  excited.  So,  M 
I  v^I  think  of  no  other  protectkn  than  onw 
ed  bv  the  first  honourable  baron  mm^ 
Charles,  to  whom  1  am  detennioed  to  va 
sell** 

"  And  why  not  rather  betake  yotoself  toji 
estates,  and  to  your  own  atrong  castle.  asjM 
ed  when  at  Tours T*  shid  Quentin.  'Way 
around  you  the  vassals  of  your  fatter,  «■ 
treaty  with  Burgundy,  rather  than  txartm 
self  to  him  1  Surely  there  must  be  nianr  a  m 
that  would  fight  in  your  cause;  and  I  u^' 
of  one,  who  would  willingly  lay  down  his  ]■ 
example." 

'*AIb8!'*  said  the  Coantes^  "that  - 
suggestion  of  the  crafty  Louis,  and,  Qje.*^ 
ever  suggested,  desioied  more  for  .»*  ,'^ 
than  for  mine,  has  become  impractittftj^  ■ 
was  betrayed  to  Burgundy  by  the  doow 
Zaniet  Maugrabin.  Sly  kinsmen  wm  UjJ 
soned,  and  my  houses  garrisoned.  Any  an 
mine  would  but  expose  my  <leP«''^J?*?|?2 
geance  of  Duke  Charles ;  and  why  «P"'"1JJ 
more  Uoodshod  than  has  already  tawfi  JT^ 
worthless  an  account?  No,  I  wi!l,«uwiHt| 
my  Sovereign  as  a  dutifhl  vassal^  in  all 
leave  my  personal  freedom  of  choice  owl 
rather  that  I  trust  my  kinswoman,  tbe 


:^u#.Xaiii. 
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„,  who  first  counMlled,  and  indeed  urged 
t|  has  already  taken  thia  wiae  and  honourable 


Your  kinswoman  r'  repeated  Qnentin,  awakened 
o  recollections  to  v^hich  the  young  Countess  was  a 
itran^er,  and  which  the  rapid  succesiion  of  perilous 
ind  atimng  events,  had^  as  matters  of  nearer  concern, 
&  fact  banished  from  his  memory. 

**  Ay^my  aunt— the  Countess  Hameline  of  Croje 

-know  you  aught  of  herT'  said  the  Countess  Isa- 
Nale:  "  I  trust  she  is  now  under  the  protectron  of 
he  Burgundian  banner.—You  are  silent  I  Know  you 
uighiofheri" 

The  last  question,  umd  in  a  tone  of  the  most 
inzious  inauJr}^  obngea  Q,uentin  to  give  some  ac- 
»unt  of  what  he  knew  of  the  Countess's  fate.  He 
nentioned)  that  he  had  been  fummoned  to  attend 
ler  in  a  flight  from  Liege,  which  he  had  no  doubt 
he  Lady  IsabeNe  would  be  partaker  in— he  mention- 
id  the  discovery  that  had  been  made  after  they  had 
{ained  the  forest—and  finally,  he  told  his  own  re- 
urn  to  the  castle,  and  the  eireuniBtaiiees  in  which 
le  found  it  But  ne  said  nothing  of  the  views  with 
iniich  it  was  plain  the  Lady  Hameline  had  left  the 
>Mtle  of  Sehonwaldt,  and  as  little  about  the  fldat- 
ng  report  of  her  having  fallen  into  ^e  hands  of 
William  de  la  March.  Delicacy  prevented  his  even 
tinting  at  the  one,  and  regard  for  the  feelings  of  his 
companion,  at  a  moment  when  strength  and  exer- 
ion  were  most  demanded  of  her,  prevented  him 
^om  alluding  to  the  latter,  which  ha((  besides,  only 
■eached  him  as  a  mere  rumour. 

This  tale,  though  abridged  of  those  important  par- 
ieulars,  made  a  stronja;  impression  on  the  Countess 
[sabelle,  who,  after  nding  some  time  in  silence,  said  at 
ast,  with  a  tone  of  cold  displeasure^  *'  And  so  you 
ibandoned  my  unfortunate  relative  m  a  wild  forest, 
U  the  mercy  ox  a  wild  Bohemian  and  a  traitorous 
iraiting- woman  7— Poor  kinswoman,  thon  wert  wont 
o  praise  this  youth's  good  faith !" 

"  Had  I  not  done  so,  madam,"  said  Quentin,  not  un- 
reasonably offended  at  the  turn  thus  given  to  his 
^llantry,  "  what  had  been  the  fate  of  one  to  whose 
lervice  I  was  far  more  devoutly  bound  ?  Had  I  noi 
tit  the  Countess  Hameline  of  Croye  to  the  charsre  of 
hose  whom  she  had  herself  selected  as  counsellors 
ind  advisers,  the  Countess  Isabelle  had  been  ere 
low  the  bride  of  William  de  la  March,  the  Wild  Boar 
i  Ardennes." 

*'  You  are  rlght^  said  the  Countess  Isabelle,  in 
ler  Ksual  manner ;  ^  and  I,  who  have  the  advantage  of 
our  unhesitating  devotion,  have  done  vou  foul  and 
ngrateful  wron|^  But  oh,  my  unhappy  fanswoman  t 
ind  the  wretch  Marthoh,  who  enjoyed  so  much  of 
ler  confidence,  and  deserved  it  so  little— it  was  she 
hat  introduced  to  my  kinswoman  the  wretched 
Samet  and  Hayraddm  Maugrabin,  who,  by  their 
tret^ndrni  knowledge  in  soothsaying  and  astrology, 
btamed  a  great  ascendency  over  her  mind;  it  was 
he  who,  strengthening  their  predictions,  encouraged 
ler  in— I  know  not  what  to  call  them— delusions 
onceming  matches  and  lovers,  which  my  kins- 
ronian's  age  rendered  ungraceral  and  improbable, 
doubt  not  that,  from  the  beginnfaig,  we  have  been 
arrotmded  by  these  snares  by  Loms  of  France,  m 
rder  to  determine  us  to  take  refuge  at  his  Court,  or 
Kther  to  put  ourselves  into  his  power;  after  which 
ish  act  on  our  part,  how  unkingly,  unknightly, 
itleman-like,  he  hath  conducted  nim- 


piobly,  uuL . ,  _.  

^  towards  us,  you,  Quentin  Durward,  can  bear 
ritness.  But  alas  I  my  kinswoman— what  thmk 
Du  willbeherfiEiteT' 

Endeavouring  to  inspire  hopes  which  he  acarce 
Ht,  Durward  answered,  that  the  avarice  of  these 

Kpl«  was  stronger  than  any  other  passion ;  that 
rthon,  even  when  he  left  them,  seemed  to  act 
ftthoT  as  the  Lady  Hameline's  protectress;  and,  in 
ine,  that  it  was  difncult  to  conceive  any  object  these 
rretches  could  accomplish  by  the  ill  usage  or  mur- 
ier  of  the  Countess,  whereas, thev  might  be  gainers 
ly  treating  her  well,  and  putting  her  to  ransom. 
To  lead  the  Countess  Isabellers  thoughts  from  this 
nelancholy  snblect,  Quentin  fi^nkly  told  her  the 
r^arhervof  the  Maugrabin,  which  he  had  discovered 
VfPkl? 


m  the  night-quarter  near  Namur,  and  which  appear- 
ed the  r&ult  of  an  agreement  betwixt  the  Sjng  and 
Y^iam  de  la  Marck.  Isabelle  shuddered  with  hor* 
ror,  and  then  recovering  herself^  said,  "  I  am  asham* 
ed,  and  I  have  sinned  m  permitting  myself  so  far  to 
doubt  of  the  saints*  protection,  as  for  an  instant  to 
have  deemed  possible  the  accomplishment  of  a 
scheme  so  utterly  cruel,  baat  and  dbhonourablei 
while  there  are  pitying  eyes  in  Heayen  to  look  down 
on  human  miseries.  It  is  not  a  tlung  to  be  thought 
of  with  fear  or  abhorrence,  but  to  be  rejected  as  snch 
a  piece  of  incredible  treachery  and  villainy,  as  it  were 
atheism  to  believe  could  ever  be  successfbl.  But  I 
now  see  plainly  why  that  hypocritical  Marthon  often 
seemed  to  foster  every  seed  of  petty  jealousy  or  dis- 
content betwixt  my  poor  kinswoman  and  myself 
whilst  she  always  mixed  with  flattery,  addressed  to 
the  individual  woo  was  present,  whatever  could  pre« 
judice  her  against  her  absent  kinswoman.  Yet  never 
did  I  dream  she  could  have  proceeded  so  far  as  to 
have  caused  my  once  afTecuonate  kinswoman  to 
have  left  me  behmd  in  the  perib  of  Schonvraldt,  while 
she  made  her  own  escape." 

**  Did  the  Lady  Hameline  not  mention  to  you,  then," 
aajd  Quentin.  "her  mtended  flight?" 
^^No,**  replied  the  Countess,  "but  she  alhided  to 
some  communication  which  Marthon  was  to  make 
to  me.  To  sny  truths  my  poor  kinswoman's  head 
was  so  turned  by  the  mystenous  jargon  of  the  miser- 
able Hayraddin,  whom  that  day  she  had  admitted  to 
a  long  and  secret  conference,  and  she  threw  out  so 
many  strange  hints,  that— that— in  short,  I  cared  not 
to  press  on  her,  when  in  that  humour,  for  any  ex- 
planation. Yet  It  was  cruel  to  leave  me  behind  her." 

"  I  will  excuse  the  Lady  HameUne  flrom  intending 
such  unkindness,"  said  Quentin ;  **  for  such  was  the 
agitation  of  the  moment,  and  the  darkness  of  the 
hour,  that  I  believe  the  Lady  Hameline  as  certainly 
conceived  herself  accompanied  by  her  niece,  as  I  at 
the  same  time,  deceived  by  Marthon's  dress  and  de- 
meanour, supposed  I  was  in  the  company  of  both 
the  Ladies  of  Croye :— and  of  &«r  eepecially,"  he  add- 
ed, with  a  low  but  determined  yoice,  "  without  whom 
the  wealth  of  worlds  would  not  have  tempted  me  to 
leave  Schonwaldt."  * 

Isabelle  stooped  her  head  forward,  and  seemed 
scarce  to  hear  the  emphasis  with  which  Quentin  had 
spoken.  But  she  turned  her  face  to  him  again  when 
he  began  to  speak  of  the  policy  of  Louis;  and  it  was 
not  difficult  for  them,  by  mutual  conununication,  to 
ascertain  that  the  Bohemian  brothers,  with  then  ac- 
complice Marthon.  had  been  the  agents  of  that  crafty 
monarch,  although  Zamet,  the  elder  of  them,  with  a 
perfldy  peculiar  to  his  race^  had  attempted  to  play  a 
double  gamei  and  had  been  punished  accordingly.  In 
the  same  humour  of  mutual  confidence,  and  forgetting 
the  rjigularity  of  their  own  simation,  as  weU  as  the 
perils  of  the  road,  the  travellers  pursued  their  journey 
for  sev^  hours,  only  stopping  to  refresh  their  horses 
at  a  retired  dorfl,  or  hamlet,  to  which  they  were  con- 
ducted by  Hans  Glover,  who,  in  all  other  respects, 
as  weD  as  ui  leaving  them  much  lo  their  own  free- 
dom in  conversation,  conducted  himself  like  a  person 
of  reflection  and  discretion. 

Meantime,  the  artificial  distinction  which  divided 
the  two  bvers,  (for  such  we  may  now  term  them,) 
seem^  dissolved,  or  removed,  by  the  circumstancea 
in  which  they  were  placed ;  for  if  the  Countess  boast- 
ed the  higher  rank,  and  was  by  birth  entitled  to  a 
fortune  incalculably,  larger  than  that  of  the  youthi 
whose  revenue  lay  m  his  sword,  it  was  to  be  con- 
sidered that,  for  the  present,  she  was  as  poor  as  he^ 
and  for  her  safety,  honour,  and  life,  exclusively  in- 
debted to  his  presence  of  mmd,  valour,  and  devotion. 
They  9poh^  not  indeed  (of  k>ve,  for  though  the  young 
lady,  her  heart  full  of  gratitude  and  conndenoe,  might 
have  pardoned  snch  a  declaration,  yet  Quentin,  on 
whose  tongue  there  was  laid  a  check,  both  by  natu- 
ral timidity  and  by  the  sentiments  of  chivalry,  would 
have  held  it  an  unworthy  abuse  of  her  simation  had 
he  said  any  thmg  which  could  have  the  appearance 
of  taking  undue  advantage  of  the  opportuniues  which 
it  aflbrded  them.  They  9poke  not  then  of  love,  but 
the  thoughts  of  it  were  on  both  sides  unavoidable  t 
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tsid  thus  thvy  were  placed  in  that  relation  to  each 
other,  m  which  aentiments  of.  mutaal  regard  arc 
rather  understood  than  announced,  and  which,  with 
the*  £reedoms  which  it  permits,  and  the  uncertainties 
that  attend  it,  often  forms  the  most  delightful  hours 
of  human  existence,  and  as  frequently  leads  to  those 
which  are  darkened  by  disappointment,  fickleness, 
and  all  the  pains  of  blighted  hope  and  unrequited  at- 
tachment 

It  was  two  hours  after  noon,  when  the  travellers 
were  alarmed  by  the  report  of  the  guide,  who,  with 
paleness  and  horror  in  his  countenance  said  that 
they  were  pursued  by  a  party  of  Oe  la  Marck's 
Sditparz-retters.  These  soldiers,  or  rather  banditti, 
were  bands  levied  in  the  Lower  Circles  of  GJermany, 
and  resembled  the  lanzknechts  in  every  particular, 
except  that  the  former  acted  as  li^^t  cavalry.  To 
maintain  the  name  of  Black  Troopers,  and  to  strike 
additional  terror  into  their  enemies,  thev  usually  rode 
on  black  chargers,  and  smeared  with  black  ointment 
their  arms  and  accoutrements,  in  which  operation 
their  hands  and  faces  often  had  thdr  share.  In  mo- 
rals and  in  ferocity  these  Schwarz-reiters  emulated 
their  pedestrian  brethren'  the  lanzknech ts.* 

On  looking  back,  and  discovering  along  the  long 
level  road  which  they  had  traversed  a  cloud  of  dust 
advancing!  with  one  or  two  of  the  headmost  troopers 
riding  furiously  in  fronfr  of  it.  Quentin  addressed  his 
companion— ^'^ Dearest  Isabelle,  I  have  no  weapon 
left  save  my  sword ;  but  since  I  cannot  fight  for  you, 
1  will  fiy  with  you.  Could  we  gain  yonder  wood  that 
18  before  us  ero  they  come  up,  we  may  easily  find 
means  to  escape." 

"  So  be  it,  my  only  friend,"  said  Isabella  presnng 
her  horse  to  the  gallop  j  **  and  thou,  good  fellow," 
she  added,  addressmgnans  Glover,  ^*get  thee  off  to 
another  road,  and  do  not  stay  to  partake  our  misfor- 
tune and  danger." 

The  honest  Fleming  shook  his  head,  and  answer- 
ed her  generous  exhortation,  with  Nei%  nein  !  das 
geht  nt^^.t  and  continued  to  attend  tbem,  all  three 
riding  towards  the  shelter  of  the  wood  as  fast  as  their 
jaded  horses  could  go>  pursued,  at  the  same  time,  by 
the  Schwarz-reiters,  wqp  increased  their  pace  when 
thcv  saw  them  flv.  But  notwithstanding  the  fatigue 
of  the  horses,  still  the  fagitives.  being  imarmed,  and 
riding  lighter  in  consequence,  had  considerably  the 
advantage  of  the  pursuers,  and  were  within  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  wood,  when  a  body  of  men- 
at-arms,  under  a  knight's  pennon,  was  discovered 
advancing  from  the  cover,  so  as  to  intercept  their 
flight. 

^  They  have  bright  armour."  said  Isabelle ;  "  they 
must  be  Burgundians.  Be  they  who  they  will,  we 
must  yield  to  them,  rather  than  to  the  lawless  mis- 
creants who  pursue  us." 

A  moment  aher,  she  exclaimed,  looking  on  the 
pennon,  "I  know  the  cloven  heart  which  it  displays  I 
It  is  the  banner  of  the  C^unt  of  CrdvecoBur,  a  noble 
Burgundian— to  him  I  will  surrender  myself?* 

Quentin  Durward  sighed ;  but  what  other  alterna- 
tive remained?  and  how  happy  would  he  have  been 
but  an  instant  before,  to  have  been  certain  of  the 
•scape  of  Isabelle,  even"  under  worse  terms  1  They 
soon  jeined  the  band  o^  CrdvecoBur,  and  the  Comitess 
demanded  to  speak  to  the  leader,  who  had  halted  his 
party  till  he  shoul(l  reconnoitre  the  Black  Troopers ; 
and  as  he  gaxed  on  her  with  doubt  and  uncertainty, 
she  said,  ^*  Noble  Count,— Isabelle  of  Croye,  the 
daughter  of  your  old  companion  in  armsL  Count  Rein- 
old  of  Croye,  renders  herself,  and  asks  protection 
fiponiyour  valour  for  her  and  hers." 

^Thou  Shalt  have  it,  fiiir  kinswoman,  were  it 

,  *  Fjmet  Morrimn  daiaibei  thic  irpeci«i  of  ioldiery  u  followt : 
*'  Ho  that  at  Uiii  day  lopki  vpon  their  ackwars-rwUtn,  (that  it, 
black  horieinen.)  mmt  confeM.  tliat,  to  maka  their  honeii  and 
boots  ■hloe,  Uiey  maJce  thomwlve*  t»  black  as  conier«.  Tliew 
fioraemon  wear  blaek  clothei,  aodnoor  thouxh  they  be,  fpend 
no  smaU  time  la  bnishin«  thent  The  moit  of  them  have  blaek 
iMirMs.  which,  while  they  paiaAiliy  dieet,  and  (ak  I  have  nud) 
deiieht  to  have  their  boots  and  shoes  shine  with  blaekincstuff. 
(heir  hands  and  faces  become  black,  and  theteof  thoy  have 
their  rorB«aid  name.  Yet  I  have  heard  Crermans  say,  that  thcr 
4k>  thos  make  lliamiielvea  black  Vi  seem  mors  terrible  to  their 
«Mn<iu."-FYNBs  MottKisoN«s  ItUier^rp.  Edition  1«17,  p.  \H. 
♦  •'NO.POI  thalmuiittdtbe."      . 


„ St  a  host— always  excepting  mf  ^XaAi 

iiirgundv.  But  there  is  little  time  to  talk  of  it  lAet 
filthy  looking  fiends  have  made  a  halt,  asif  thcfB- 
tended  to  dispute  the  matter.— By  Saint  GeotKe  i 
Burgundy,  they  have  the  maolence  to  advanceagui 
the  banner  of  Cr^vecoeurl— Whail  wiQ  not  ik 
knaves  be  ruled  1— Damian,  my  lance— AdvineeW 
ner— Lay  your  spears  in  the  rest— CMvecoeiir  io  tb 
Rescue !" 

Crying  his  war-cry,  and  followed  bfhis  bm 

arms,  he  galloped  rapidly  forward  to  duige  k 
Schwarz-reiters. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

TRB  SUBBKNDBB. 

Rescue  or  none.  Sir  Knifht,  I  am  year  ngAn ; 
Deal  with  me  what  your  noble 


Thinkinf  the  chanoe  of  war  may  omdayplieiia 
Whore  I  must  now  be  redcon*d-H'  the  rra 
Of  melancholy  priaoaw.— aasaygw. 

The  skirmish  betwixt  the  Schwarz-reitnisltki 
Buvgimdian  men-at-arms  lasted  scareelflifeiB* 
utes,  so  soon  were  the  former  put  to  the  root  bftb 
superiority  of  tlie  latter,  in  armour,  iraghtof  un^ 
and  military  spirit  In  less  than  the  spaa  ve  be 
mentioned,  the  Count  of  Cr^vecceur,  wipbghiikMF 
sword  upon  his  horse's  mane  ere  he  sheathed  ii,caai 
back  to  tlie  verge  of  the  forest,  where  l8abdiebdi»- 
mained  a  spectator  of  the  combat  Onepin  of  b 
people  followed  him,  while  the  other  oonODOod  »|b- 
sue  the  Aymg  enemy  for  a  little  spioe  liov  ^ 
causeway. 

'*  It  is  shame."  said  the  Count,  "  diat  dwvapa 
of  knights  and  gentlemen  should  heuoMk^ 
blood  ojf  those  hrutal  swine." 

So  saying,  he  returned  his  weapon  otksMiii^ 
and  added,  ^'  This  is  a  rough  welcome  tojwm  | 
my  pret^  cousin,  but  wandering  prinoenei  wMjSr 
pect  such  adventures.    And  welllcanespi<aMi 
for,  let  me  assure  yoiL  the  Black  Troepen  we*}  I 
countess's  coronet  as  little  as  a  country-witt»«^  | 
end  I  think  your  retinue  is  net  qualified  far  bvi» 
sistance." 

" My  Loid  Count,"  said  the  Lady  iMbeOe,'*^ 
out  farther  preface,  let  me  know  if  I  ami  {Kb* 
and  vehere  you  are  to  conduct  me," 

"  You  know,  you  siHy  child,"  answoiatheO* 

how  I  would  answer  that  question,  did  it  isd 
my  own  will..  But  you  and  your  woHAig 
making,  marriage-hunting  aunt, have  mace  adn 
use  of  your  wings  of  late,  that  I  fear  you  pi** 
contented  to  fold  them  up  in  a  cage  for  a  uttlej* 
For  my  part,  my  duly,  and  it  is  a  sad  one,  wit 
ended  when  I  have  conducted  you  to  theCoortw 
Duke,  at  Peronne;  for  which  nurpoae,  I  hold  B» 
cessary  to  deliver  the  command  of  this  recoono* 


his  duty  wisely."  „   t^ 

/*  So  please  you,  fair  uncle,"  said  Count  Stj» 
.  if  you  doubt  my  capacity  to  conduct  tw  wju 
arms,  even  remain  with  diem  yourself  and  I «™  ■ 
the  servant  and  guard  of  the  Counieas  1biw»» 

"No  doubt,  ftir  nephew,"  answered  bis  uaA 
"  this  were  a  TOodly  improvement  on  my  «f**'i? 
methinks  I  like  it  as  well  in  the  way  I  plwa»* 
Please  you,  therefore,  to  take  notite^  that^oor  bj 
ness  here  ia  not  to  hunt  after  and  s^.^^y!^ 
hogs,  for  which  you  seemed  bnt  now  to  m'^**" 
especial  vocation,  hut  to  collect  and  bnng  to  roe^ 
tidings  what  is^olng  forward  in  the  country  o^  u^ 
concerning  which  we  hear  such  wild  "W'"L,  a 
some  half  score  of  lances  follow  nie,  and  Ujeiw** 
main  with  my  banner,  under  your  guidanoft    , . 

"  Yet  one  moment,  cousin  of  CrgteccBur.  ■»2 
Cpuntcsa  Isabelle,  "and  let  me,  in  yieWujf  raJJ 
pnsoner,  stipulate  at  least  for  the  safety  onM«»" 


have  bejfricnded  me  in  my  misfortunes.  PenJuLj 
good  fellow,  my  trusty  piide,  to  go  ^^' 
to  his  native  town  of  Liege.^ 


nes.   reiw»v2 
,  backBob*^ 
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"My  nephew,"  said  CrSvecoeur,  after  looking  sharp- 
ly at  Glover's  honest  breadth  of  countenance,  "  shall 
zuard  this  ^ood  fellow,  who  seems,  indeed,  to  have 
ittle  harm  in  him,  as  far  into  the  territory  as  he  him- 
lelf  advances,  and  then  leave  him  at  liberty." 

"  Fail  not  to  remember  me  to  the  kind  Gertrude," 
Bai{i  the  Countess  to  her  guide,  and  added,  taking  a 
itnn^  of  pearls  from  under  her  veil,  "  Pray  her  to  wear 
Jiis  m  remembrance  of  her  unhappy  frienA" 

Honest  Glaver  took  the  string  of  pearls,  and  kissed, 
irith  a  clownish  gesture,  but  with  sincere  kindness, 
;be  fair  hand  which  had  found  such  a  delicate  mode 
if  remunerating  his  own  labours  and  peril. 

"Umph !  signs  and  tokens !"  said  the  Count  j  "  any 
arther  bequests  to  make,  my  fiiir  cousin?— It  is  time 
^e  were  on  our  way." 

"Only,"  said  the  Countess,  making  an  effort  to 
ipeak,  ^  that, you  will  be  pleased  to  l^e  favourable  to 
to— this  yoiini^  gentleman." 

"  Umph  r'  said  Crdvecoeur,  casting  the  same  pe- 
letrating  glance  on  Q,uentin  which  he  had  bestowed 
m  Glover,  but  apparently  with  a  much  less  satisfac- 
tory result,  and  mimicking,  though  not  offensively, 
:he  embarrassment  of  the  Countess— "  Umph  J— Ay, 
—this  is  a  blade  of  another  temper.— And  pray,  my 
*ousin,  what  has  this— this  very  young  gentleman 
lone,  to  deserve  such  intercession  at  your  hands  7" 

'*He  has  saved  my.  life  and  honour,"  said  the 
2!ounte8s,  reddening  with  shame  and  resentment 

duentin  also  blushed  with  indignation,  but  wisely 
concluded,  that  to  give  vent  to  it  might  only  make 
natters  worse. 

**  Life  and  honour  ?— Umph  V*  said  again  the  Count 
Urdvecoeur  \  "  methinks  it  would  have  been  as  well, 
Tny  cousin,  if  you  had  not  put  yourself  in  the  way  of 
ymg  un{ler  such  obligations  to  this  very  young  gen- 
leman.— But  let  it  pass.  The  youns  gentleman  may 
vait  on  us,  if  his  qualitv  permit,  and  1  will  see  he  has 
10  injury— only  I  will  myself  take  in  future  the  office 
if  Protecting  your  life  and  honour,  and  may  perhaps 
ind  for  him  some  fitter  duty  than  that  of  being  a  squu-e 
)f  the  body  to  damosels  errant." 

**  My  Lord  Count  "  said  Durw^rd,  unable  to  keep 
rilenco  any  longer,  "lest  you  should  talk  of  a  stranger 
n  slighter  terms  than  you  might  afterwards  thmk 
lecominz,  I  take  leave  to  tell  vou,  that  I  am  Quentin 
Durward,  an  Archer  of  the  Scottish  Body-guard,  in 
nrhich,  as  you  well  know,  none  but  gentlemen  and 
ncn  of  honour  are  enrolled." 

"  I  thank  jrou  for  your  information,  and  I  kiss  yoiir 
lands,  Seignior  Archer,"  said  Crdveccsur,  in  the  same 
one  of  raillery.  "  Have  the  goodness  to  ride  with  me 
0  the  front  or  the  party." 

As  Q,ueutin  moved  tmward  at  the  command  of  the 
^ount,  who  had  now  the  power,  if  not  the  right,  to 
lictate  his  motions,  he  observed  that  the  Lady  Isa- 
bel le  followed  his  motions  with  a  look  of  anxious  and 
imid  interest,  which  amounted  almost  to  tcnderne^ 
nd  tb€  si^ht  of  which  brought  water  in'.o  his  eyes. 
Ixit  he  remembered  that  he  had  a  man's  part  to  sus- 
ain  before  Cr^vecceur,  who,  perhaps  of  all  the  chival- 
Y  in  Prance  or  Burgundy,  was  the  least  likely  to  be 
iioved  to  any  thing  but  laughter  by  a  tale  of  true-love 
orrow.  He  determined,  therefore,  not  to  wait  his 
ddressing  him,  but  to  open  the  conversatbn  in  a  tone 
rhich  should  assert  his  claim  to  fnrr  treatment,  and 
>  more  respect  than  the  County  offended  perhaps  at 
nding  a  person  of  such  inferior  note  placed  so  near 
lie  confidence  of  his  high-born  and  wealthy  cousin, 
Bemod  disposed  to  entertain  for  him. 
•'  My  Lord  Count  of  Crevecoeur,"  he  said,  in  a  tem- 
erftte  but  firm  tone  of  voice,  *'  may  I  request  of  you, 
efore  our  interview  goes  farther,  to  tell  me  if  I  am 
t  liberty,  or  am  to  account  myself  your  prisoner  7" 
*•  A  shrewd  question,"  replied  the  Couut,  "  which, 
t  present,  I  can  only  answer  by  anothet*— Are  Prnnce 
nd  Burgundy,  think  you,  at  peace  or  war  with  each 
ther7" 

*'That,"  replied  the  Scot,  "you,  my  lord,  shonld 
ertainly  know  better  than  I.  I  have  been  absent 
rom  the  Court  of  France,  and  have  heard  no  news 
cr  some  time." 

"I^ok  you  there,"  said  the  Count;  '*you  ??e  how 
my  it » to  aik  quesr^ont,  but  how  diffieult  to  answer 


them.  Why.  I  myself  who  have  been  at  Peronne 
with  the  Duke  for  this  week  and  better,  cannot  re- 
solve this  riddle  any  more  than  you;  and  yet.  Sir 
Squire,  upon  the  solution  of  that  question  da>enaB  the 
said  point,  whether  you  are  a  prisoner  or  free  mani 
and,  for  the  present,  I  must  hold  you  as  the  former- 
Only,  if  you  have  really  and  honestly  been  of  service 
to  my  kinswoman^  and  if  you  are  candid  in  your  an- 
swers to  the  questions  I  shall  ask,  affairs  shall  stand 
the  better  with  you." 

"  The  Countess  of  Croye,"  said  Q,uentin,  "  is  best 
judge  if  I  have  rendered  any  service,  and  to  her  I  re- 
fer yo^  on  that  matter.  My  answers  you  will  yoursc^ 
judge  of  when  you  ask  me  your  questions." 

*'umph  I— haughtv  enough,"  muttered  the  Count 
of  CrSvecoeur,  "  ana  very  like  one  that  wears  a  lady's 
favour  in  his  hat,  and  tninks  he  must  carry  things 
with  a  hi^  tone,  to  honour  the  precious  remnant  oi 
silk  and  tinsel— Well,  sir,  I  trust  it  will  be  no  abate- 
ment of  your  dignity,  if  you  answer  me  how  long  you 
have  been  about  the  person  of  the  Lady  Isabelle  of 
Croye 7" 

"  Count  of  Crdvecceur/*  said  Quentin  Durward,  "if 
I  answer  questions  which  are  asked  m  a  tone  ap- 
proaching towards  insult,  it  is  only  lest  injurious  infe- 
rences should  be  drawn  from,  my  silence  respecting 
one  to  whom  we  are  both  obliged  to  render  justice. 
I  have  acted  as  escort  to  the  Lady  Isabelle  since  she 
left  France,  to  retire  into  Flanders." 

"Ho!  ho  r*  said  the  Count:  "and  that  is  to  say, 
since  she  fled  from  Plessis-les-Tours7— Vou,  an  Ar- 
cher of  the  Scottish  Guard,  accompanied  her,  of 
course,  by  the  express  orders  of  King  Louis  7*' 

However  little  Qiicntio  thought  himself  indebted 
to  the  King  of  Prance,  who,  in  contriving  the  surpri- 
sal  of  the  Countess^sabelle  by  William  de  la  Marck. 
had  probably  calculated  on  the  young  Scotchman 
being  plain  m  her  defence,  he  did  not  yet  conceive 
himself  at  liberty  to  betray  any  trust  which  Louie 
had  reposed,  or  bad  seemed  to  reposA  in  him,  and 
therefore  rcpHod  to  Count  Cr^vecoeu/s  inference. 
"  that  it  was  sufficient  for  him  tq  have  the  authority 
of  his  superior  oflicer  for  what  he  had  done,  and  he 
inouired  no  farther." 

"  It  is  quite  sufficient,"  s»id  the  Count.  "  We  know 
the  King  does  not  permit  his  officers  to^  send  the 
Archers  of  h's  Guard  to  orance  like  paladins  by  the 
bridle- rein  of  wandering  ladies,  unless  ne  hath  some 
politic  purpose  to  serva  It  will  be  difficult  for  King 
Louis  to  continue  to  aver  so  boldly,  that  he  knew  not 
of  the  Ladies  of  Croye's  having  escaped  from  France, 
since  they  were  escorted  by  one  of  his  own  I^ife- 

Suard.— And  whitJjcr,  Sir  Archer,  was  your  retreat 
irected  T* 

"  TV>  Liege,  mv  lord,"  answered  the  Scot ;  "  where 
the  ladies  desired  to  be  placed  under  the  protection  of 
the  late  Bishop. " 

"The  late  Bishop!"  exclaimed  the  Count  of 
Cr^-veoojur;  "is  Louis  of  Bourhon  dead?— Not  a 
word  of  his  illness  had  reached  the  Duko— Of  what 
didhedie7" 

/*  He  sleeps  in  a  bloody  gmve,  my  lonl— thai  i^,  if 
his  murderers  have  ronferrfd  one  on  his  remains." 

"  Murrlered  !"  exclaimed  Crevecoeur  again— '*  Holy 
Mother  of  Heaven !— young  man,  it  is  impossible !" 

"  I  saw  the  deed  done  with  my  own  eyes,  and  many 
an  act  of  horror  besides." 

"  Saw  it !  and  made  not  in  to  help  the  good  Pre- 
late J"  exclaimed  the  Count,  "or  to  raise  the  castle 
against  his  murderers  ?— Know'st  thou  not,  tliat  even 
to  look  on  such  a  deed,  without  rcsistingit,  is  profane 
sacrilege  7" 

"  To  Ite  brief,  my  lord,"  said  Durward,  "  ere  this 
act  was  done,  the  castle  was  stormed  by  the  blood- 
thirsty William  ih"  la  Marck,  with  the  help  of  the  ifi- 
surgent  Lieg'ois." 

''"I  am  struck  with  thunder!"  M'd  Crt vcrcfiiir 
"Liege  in  insurrcciinn  !— Schonwaldt  taken  !— the 
Bishop  murderpd !— Mtsscnarer  of  sorrow,  ncvci  did 
one  man  unfold  such  a  packet  of  woos !— Sj»cnk— 
knew  yon  of  this  n«f«nfilt— of  this  insurrection— of  thii 
murder?— ST>cak—thi;u  an  one  of  Louis's  trusted 
Arrhcrs,  and  it  'whc  ihnt  hap  aimed  this  pai^fi  I  arrow. 
—Speak,  or  I  will  have  the*,  torn  with  wild  •horses !" 
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"  And  if  I  am  80  torn,  my  lord,  there  can  be  nothing 
rent  out  of  me,  that  may  not  become  a  true  Scottisn 
'  gentleman.    I  know  no  tnore  of  these  vinanies  than 

you, — was  so  far  from  being  partajier  in  them,  that  I 
would  have  withstood  them  to  theiUtermost,  had  my 
means,  in  a  twentieth  degree,  equalled  my  inclination. 
But  what  could  I  do  1— they  were  hundreds,  and  I  but 
one.  My  only  care  was  to  rescue  the  Countess  Isa- 
bclle,  and  in  that  I  was  happily  successful.  Yet,  had 
I  been  near  enough  when  the  ruffian  deed  was  so 
cruelly  done  on  the  old  man,  I  had  saved  his  gray 
hairs,  or  I  had  avenged  them ;  and  as  it  was,  my  ab- 
horrence was  spoken  loud  enough  to  prevent  other 
,        horrors." 

"I  believe  thee,  youth,"  said  the  Count:  "thou  art 
neither  of  an  age  nor  nature  to  he  trusted  with  sucb 
bloody  work,  however  well  fitted  to  be  the  squire  of 
dames.  But  alas !  for  the  kind  and  generous  Prelate, 
to  be  murdered  on  the  hearth  where  he  so  often  en- 
tertained the  stranger  with  Christian  charity  and 
princely  bounty—and  that  by  a  wretch,  a  monster  !,a 
portentous  prowth  of  blood  and  cruelty !— bred  up  in 
the  very  hall  where  he  has  imbrued  his  hands  in  his 
benefactor's  blood !  But  I  know  not  Charles  of  Bur- 
gundy—nay, I  should  doubt  of  iho  justice  of  Heaven,— 
U  vengeance  be  not  as  sharp,  and  sudden,  and  severe, 
88  this  villanyhas  been  unexampled  in  atrocity*  And, 
if  no  other  shall' pursue  the  murderer,"— nere  he 
/  paused,  grasped  his  sword,  then  quitting  his  bridle, 
struck  both  gauntleted  hands  upon  his  hreast,  until 
his  corslet  clattered,  and  finally  held  them  up  to  Hea- 
ven, as  Mte  solemnly  continued— "I— L  Philm  Crdve- 
co?ur  of  Cordis,  make  avow  to  God,  Saint  Mimbert, 
and  the  Three  Kings  of  Cologne,  that  small  shall  be 
my  thought  of  other  earthly  concerns,  till  I  take  full 
revenge  on  the  murderers  Of  the  good  Louis  of  Bour- 
bon, whether  I  find  them  in  forest  or  field,  in  city  or 
in  country,  in  hill  or  plain,  in  ICinfl|s  court,  or  in  God's 
church !  and  thereto  I  pledge  lands  and  living,  friends 
and  followers,  life  and  honour.  So  help  me  God  and 
Saint  Lambert  of  Liege,  and  the  Three  Kings  of  Co- 
logne!" •     ,  . 

when  the  Count  of  Cr^veccEur  had  made  his  vow, 
his  mind  seemed  in  some  sort  relieved  firom  the  over- 
whelming grief  and  astonishment  with  which  he  had 
heard  the  fatal  tragedy  that  had  been  acted  at  Schon- 
waldt,  and  he  proceeded  to  guestion  Durward  more 
minutely  concerning  the  particulars  of  that  disastrous 
affair,  which  the  Scot,  nowise  desirous  to  abate, the 
spirit  of  revenge  which  the  Count  entertained  against 
William  de  la  Marck,  gave  him  at  full  length. 

"  But  those  blind,  unsteady,  faithless,  fickle  beasts. 

'       the  Liegeois,"  said  the  Count,  "that  they  should 

have  combined    themselves  with    this  inexorable 

robber  and  murderer,  to  put  to  death  their  lawful 

Pnncer 

Durward  here  informed  the  enraged  Burgundian 
that  the  Liegeois,  or  at  leost  the  better  class  of  them, 
however  rashly  they  had  run  into  the  rebellion 
against  their  Bishoj),  had  no  design,  so  far  as  ap- 
peared to  him,  to  aid  in  the  execrable  deed  of  Be  la 
Marck ;  but.  on  the  contrary,  would  have  prevented 
It  if  they  had  had  the  means,  and  were  struck  with 
horror  when  they  beheld  it. 

"  Speak  not  of  the  faithless,  inconstant,  plebeian 
rabble!"  said  Cr^vecojur.  "when  they  took  arms 
against  a  Prince,  who  had  no  fault,  save  that  he  was 
too  kind  and  too  good  a  master  for  such  a  set  of 
ungrateful  slaves— when  they  armed  against  hini) 
and  broke  into  his  peaceful  house,  what  could  there 
"be  in  their  intention  but  murder?— when  they  band- 
ed themselves  with  the  wild  Boar  of  Ardennes,  the 
greatest  homicide  in  the  marches  of  Flanders,  what 
else  could  there  be  in  their  purpose  but  murder,  which 
is  the  very  trade  he  lives  by?  And  again,  was  it  not 
one  of  their  own  vile  rabble  who  did'^the  very  deed, 
'  by  thine  own  account  ?— I  hope  to  see  their  canals 
nmning  blood  by  the  light* of  their  burning  houses. 
Oh,  the  kind,  noole,  generous  k)rd,  whom  they  have 
slaughtered  iT-Olher  vassals  have  rebelled  under  the 
pressure  of  imposts  and  penury;  but  the  men  of 
Liege,  in  the  fulneas  of  insolence  and  plenty."— He 
ogain  abandoned  the  reins  of  his  war-horse,  and 
vrung  bitterly  the  hands,  which  his  mail-gloves 


rendered  antractable.  Qnentn  earily  mw  d»tii 
grief  which  he  manifested  was  augmented  by  ik 
bitter  recollection  of  past  intercourse  and  bUM^ 
with  the  sufferer,  and  was  silent  accordingly;  raiett> 
ing  feehngs  whbch  he  was  unwilling  to  aggraitfe, 
and  at  tbe  same  time  felt  it  unpossible  to  8ootb& 

But  the  Count  of  Cr^vecosur  returned  agus  ad 
a^ain  to  the  subject— questioned  him  on  every  pi^ 
ticular  of  the  surprise  of  Schonwaldt,  and  the  dm 
of  the  Bishop ;  and  then  suddenly,  as  if  lie  hnj  ic> 
collected  something  which  bad  escape  hie  nemotj; 
demanded  what  had  become  of  tfaeLady Handb^ 
and  why  she  was  not  with  her  kinswoman  1  "Not' 
he  added  contenrntuously,  "that  I  consider  bera- 
sence  as  at  all  a  loss  to  the  Countess  Isibelk;!^ 
although  she  was  her  kinswoman,  and  npoo  k 
whole  a  well-meaning  woman,  yet  the  Coontf 
Cocaipe  never  produced  such  a  nntastic  fool:  udl 
hold  It  for  certiun,  that  her  niece,  whom  I  In 
always  observed  to  be  a  modest  and  orderly ;«« 
woman,  was  led  into  the  absurd  frolic  of  flymgte 
Burgundy  to  France,  by  that  blunderm/L  romatt 
old,  match-making  and  match-seeking  Idiot!" 

What  a  speech  K>r  a  romantic  lover  to  hetr!  ■ 
to  hear,  too,  when  it.  would  have  been  lidicnlmi 
him,  to  attempt  what  it  was  impossible  for  bin  i 
achieve^— namely,  to  convmoe  theCoant,byfi»iU 
arms,  that  he  did  foul  wrong  to  the  CoimtaHi 
peerless  in  sense  as  in  beauty— in  tenpiogkri 
modest  and  orderly  young  woman;  qaalitiawn 
might  have  been  predicated  with  prqpne^ofii 
daughter  of  a  simbumt  peasant,  who  lived  oyiBifr 
ing  the  oxen,  while  her  father  held  theploo^  iia 
then,  to  suppose  her  under  the  dominatioDiKJ 
preme  guidance  of  a  silly  and  romantic  flsHa 
slander  should  have  been  repelled  down  tbe  bib* 
derer*s  throat.  But  the  open,  though  KRff^Ab^ 
siugnomy  of  the  Count  of  Crevecceur,  diefiwJJ* 
tempt  which  he  seemed  to  enteruin  fKWKl» 
mgs  which  were  uppenAost  ha  Qnenlirs  wsfPi 
overawed  him ;  not  for  fear  of  the  Co»f i  toj 
arms— that  was  a  risk  which  would  htw  sj^J 
his  desire  of  making  out  a  cballenge--baiaawa 
ridicule,  the  weapon  of  all  others  mostisMlV 
enthusiasts  of  every  description,  and  which,  IMM 
predominance  over  such  minds,  often  cheduntif 
absurd,  and  Ailly  as  often  smothers  thatvhni 
noble. 

Under  the  influence  of  this  fear, of  becpnng* 
object  of  scorn  rather  than  resentment.  Daw* 
though  with  some  pain,  confined  his  rwly  to««J 
fiisea  account  of  the  Lady  Hameline  htnnjB* 
her  escape  from  Schonwaldt  before  the  attia  W 
place.  He  could  not,  indeed,  have  made  h»  tf 
very  distinct,  without  throwing  ridicule  on  liejj  , 
relation  of  Isab^e,  and  perhaps  incurring  fomew 
self;  as  having  beeii  the  object  of  her  prepoe^ 
expectations.  He  added  to  his  embanaaaed  ottt 
that  he  had  heard  a  report,  though  a  vague  oo&i 
the  Lady  Hameline  having:  again  fallen  mto  • 
hands  oiWilliam  de  la  Mar^.  .  , 

**  I  trust  in  Saint  Lambert  that  he  will  m«ny» 
said  Cr^veccBur ;  "  as,  indeed,  he  is  likely  cnoj^ 
do,  for  the  sake  of  her  money-bags ;  and  equally  W^ 
ly  to  knock  her  on  the  head,  so  soon  as  the»w 
either  secured  in  his  own  grasp,  or,  at  fuv^ 

The  Connt, then  proceeded  to  ask  so  m^OQ 
lions  concerning,  the  mode  in  which  both  ladiei  MJ 
conducted  themselves  on  the  journey,  the  d**? 
intimacy  to  which  they  admitted  Qnentm  MjJJ 
and  other  tmng  particulars,  that,  vexed andaaWj" 
and  angry,tne  youth  was  scarce  able  to  conceal Mwj 
barrassment  from  the  keen-sighted  soldier  ttia  ^ 
tier,  who  seemed  suddenly  disposed  to  lake  wW" 
him,  saying,  at  the  same  time,  ^*Umph— Iwjj'ljjJ 
I  conjectured,  on  one  side  at  least ;  I  tnatjM^ 
party  nas  kept  her  senses  better.^-Coma  Sr  S|w 
spur  on,  and  keep  the  van,  while  I  ftU  back  toff 
course  with  the  Lady  Isabelle.  I  think  I  wn  » 
ed  now  so  much  from  you,  that  I  can  talk  to  wj 
these  sad  passages  without  hurting  her  nicety,  tM 
I  have  fretted  yours  a  tittle.— Yet  stay.  J^^^ 
-^)ne  word  ure  you  go.    You  have  had,  I  »*^ 
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01C  adveiktur«L  and 
Idusion,  like  Uu 


'  VKmm  DURWARa 


_  Pairr-teiid^-ftU  full  of  ha* 
i  hope  and  wfld  minativl-nke 


M  of  Morgaine  la  Pfe.   For* 

Kit  atl,  mnff  soldier,"  ha  added,  taoptpg  him  on 
ehoulder;  ^'^nmemoer  yonder  lady  omy  as  the 
KM^ouited  Countess  of  Croye—forKSt  her  ae  a  wa» 
taring  and  adventarous  damsel  {  And  her  Iriends-' 
toe  of  them  I  caa  answer  for— will  remember,  on 
heir  part^  only  the  sertiees  yoa  hate  dono  her,  and 
ot^et  the  anreaaonaUe  reward  whioh  y<m  have  had 
he  boldness  lo  propose  to  youraelf." 

Enraged  that  ne  had  been  unable  to^conesal  from 
be  shaii>-eifthied  CrdveccMir  feelinits  which  the 
)ount  seemed  to  consider  as  the  object  of  ridicaie, 
luenttn  replied,  indignantly,  '*My  Lord  Count« 
rhen  I  reqian  adviee  of  you,  I  will  ask  hi  when  I 
eniand  assisttnoe  of  you.  it  will  be  time  enough  to 
IfftDt  or  refuse  it ;  when  I  set  peculiar  valve  on  Vonr 
fHnion  of  me.  it  will  not  be  too  kte  to  eipteas  ft." 

** Hoyday  r  said  the  Count t  "I  have  oome  he^ 
ween  Amadis  and  OIianl^  ana  nnut  ejipeet  a  chai- 
BiUKe  to  the  lists  r* 

*^ou  speak  as  if  that  Were  an  hnposMlnlitr,"  «sid . 
lucntin— "*  When  I  broke  a  lance  with  the  Duke  of 
Means,  it  was  agamsta  breast  in  which  flowed 
tetter  blood  than  Jthat  of  Ci^?ec<Xfai>-Wheki  I  men- 
ured  swoitis  With  Dunon,  1  engaged  a  better  wai^ 
tor." 

'*Now  Hetffwn  notrish  thy  judgment,  fvantle 
'ooth  I"  said  Crdveooraiv  atfll  lanjeihing  at  the  cfai- 
'alrouB  inamoTMo.  "If  thou  speu'st  tmilL  thon 
last  had  singnlar  hick  in  this  world  s  and^  tnuy,  if  it 
m  the  pteasure  of  Piorklenoe  ejrposes  thee  to  flaeh 
rials,  without  a  beard  on  thy  Kp,  (hou  wilt  be  mad 
^th  vanity  fire  diou  writeat  thyself  main,  tliou 
iimst  not  move  me  to  anaer,  though  thou  mMt  to 
nirth.  Believe  me,  thoogn  thou  mayst  have  fought 
vith  Princes,and  played  the  chamw>n  for  Countesses, 
yy  some  of  these  fnaks  which  Fortune  will  some- 
imes  exhibit,  thou  art  by  no  means  the  equal  of 
:ho«e  of  whom  thon  hast  been  either  the  casual  op- 
>dnent,  or  more  casual  companion.  I  can  allow 
;hee,  like  a  youth  who  hath  listened  to  romances  till 
le  fancied  himself  a  Paladin,  to  form  pretty  dreams 
or  some  time ;  but  thou  must  not  be.angry  at  a  well- 
neaning  friend,  though  he  shake  thee  something 
oiighly  by  the  shoulders  to  awake  thee." 

"My  Ixyrd  of  Crdvecoeur,"  said  Que 
omilr* 

"  Nay,  it  was  not  utterly  of  family  that  I  lt>oke,^' 
mid  the  Count  i  '*but  of  rank,  fortune,  hi^  statk>n, 
ind  so  forth,  which  place  a  distance  between  various 
legrees  and  classes  of  persons.  As  for  birth,  all  men 
ire  descended  from  Adam  and  Eve." 

"My  Lord  Count,"  repeated  Ctuentm,  "hiy  an- 
»stor^  the  Durwards  of  Glen-houlakm"—  , 

"Nay,"  said  fhe  Count,  "if  you  claim  a  fiffther 
JVncent  for  them  than  from  Adam,  I  have  done  I 
Sood-even  to  you."  . 

He  reined  back  his  horsa  and  pansed  to,  Jom  the 
Dounte8&  to  whom,  if  possible,  his  fnainnationa  and 
advices,  however  well  meant,  were  siill  more  dis- 
igreeable  than  to  Qaentin,  wIks  ^  ke  rode  on, 
mutt^  to  hhnsel^  "  Cold-bWoded,  insolent,  over^ 
ureenmg  coxcomb !— Would  that  the  next  Scottish 
%.rcher  who  has  his  arquebuss  pointed  at  thesi  may 
lot  let  thee  off  so  easily  as  I  did  T         .  ,  .^    ,     . 

In  the  evening  they  reached  the  town  of  ClarleroL 
%n  the  Sambre,  where  the  Count  of  CrtvecoBur  had 
leterniined  to  leave  the  Countess  Isabelle,  whom  the 
error  and  fatigue  of  yesterday,  jomed  to  a  flight  of 
ifly  milee  since  morning,  and  tne  vanqus  distressing 
lenaations  by  which  it  was  accompanied,  had  made 
n  capable  oi  travelling  farther,  with  safety  to  her 
lealth.  The  Count  consigned  her,  m  a  elate  of 
o'eat  exhaustion,  to  the  care  of  the  Abbess  of  the 
jfistercian  convent  in  Charleroi,  a  ncble  lady,  to 
irhom  both  the  families  of  Crdvocceur  and  Crove 
rrere  related,  and  in  whose  prudence  and  kindness  he 
joald  repose  confidence.  ,  .    ,  , 

CrevecGBur  himself  only  stopped  to  recommend 
the  utmost  caution  to  the  governor  of  a  small  Bur- 
tundian  garrison  who  occupied  the  place,  and  re- 
giiiiied  him  also  to  mount  a  gnard  of  honour  upon  the 


eoavunt  during  the  tusidenoe  of  the  Countess  Isabdla 
*  *Df  Croye,^-<ostensibly  to  secure  her'  safety,  but  per- 
haps  secretly  to  prevent  her  attempting  to  escape: 
The  Qount  only  assigned  as  a  cause  for  the  garriaon 
heme  vwilaitt.  aome  vague  nrniours  whkh  he  had 
heara  ofdistubanoes  in  the  Bishonrie  of,  Liege.  But 
he  was  determined  himself  to  be  the  first  who  should 
carry  the  formidable  news  of  the  insurrection  and  the 
nuxuer  of  the  Bishop,  in  all  their  horrible  rsaUty,  to 
Duke  Charies ;  and  for  that  purix>s&  having  procured 
fresh  horses  for  irimaelf  and  suite,  he  mounted  with 


Quentin,  "my 


the  reeolttlion  of  eontmuing  his  iourney  to  Peranna 
without  ecopping  for  repose ;  ana  informing  Quentn 
Burward  that  he  must  attend  him,  he  made,  at  ths 
same  time,  a  mock  apology  for  partin/rfaircompany^ 
but  hoped,  that  to  so  devoted  a  squire  of  dames  a 
nigl|t*a  jonney  bv  moonshine  would  be  more  sjgree* 
able^  than  •upinely  to  yield  himself  to  slumber  like  an 
ordinary  mortal. 

Qwntin,  sb-eady  soflkiently  afflicted  by  finding 
that  he  was  to  be  parted  from  Isabelle,  jpnged  t* 
answer  ihw  taunt  with  an  indignant  defiance;  but 
aware  that  the  Count  would  only  laugh  at  bia  angei; 
and  despise  his  challsnga,  he  resolved  to  wait  eoma 
Aiture  tune,  when  he  might  have  an  opportunity  ot  - 
obtaining  soasa  amends  from  this  proud  lord,  who^ 
though  lor  very  different  rsasons,  had  become  heariy 
as  oooua  to  hnn  as  the  WiM  Bqarof  Aidennea  him- 
self. He  therefore  assented  toC^vScosnr'sprflnosii, 
as  to  wliat  he  had  no  choice  of  deolming,  and  they 
pursued  in  company,  and  with  all  the  di^toh  they 
could  exert,  the  niad  hetween  Charieroi  aad  P«- 
roniM. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 
ma  vminDBir  ovjbst. 

No  hnoMi  qoftlitr  ii  to  w«ll  «•«• 
la  warp  una  woof,  Imt  then*!  mmm  law  ta  ft. 
rre  known  a  biava  man  fly  a  tlwphard'i  ear, 
A  WIN  man  to  demean  him,  drirelliDf  idioer 
U-nich  been  aihamad  on*t    rx»r 


Had  welt-i 


Tour  worldrj-wfM  nwi,  he.  above  the  reat, 
Weavea  hie  own  aaafea  ao  tea,  be'a  oAaa  eaaglrt  <■  then. 

OWHay. 

Q,(rsirmv,  during  the  earlier  part  of  the  night- 
journey,  had  to  combat  with  thkt  bitter  beart-ach, 
whksh  IS  felt  when  youth  parte,  and  probably  for 
ever,  with  her  he  loves.  Ast  pressed  by  (he  urgency 
of  tne  moment,  and  the  impatience  of  Crdveceofir, 
they  hasted  on  throufj^  the  rich  lowlands  of  H«i- 
nault.  under  the  benign  guklance  of  a  rich  and  lust- 
rous harvest-moon,  she  shed  her  yellow  mflaenea 
over  rich  and  deep  paaturoa,  woodland,  and  com 
fielda,  from  which  tlie  husbandmen  were  using  h«r ' 
light  to  withdraw  the  grain,  such  waa  the  incUistry 
of  the  Flemings,  even  at  that  period ;  she  ahone  on 
broad,  level,  and  fructifying  rivers,  where  glided 
the  white  sail  in  the  service  of  commerce,  unmter- 
runted  by  rock  or  torrent,  beside  lively  quiet  villages, 
wnoae  external  decency  and  cleanliness  expressed 
the  ease  and  comfort  of  the  mhabitants;— she  gleam- 
ed upon  the  feudal  castle  of  many  a  gallant  Baren 
and  iCnight,  with  hs  deep  moat,  battlemented  ooutt, 
and  high  belfry,-<~for  the  chivalryof  Hainauk  was 
renowi^ed  among  the  nobles  of  uorop^  r^nd  her 
light  disphiyed  at  a  distance,  in  its  broad  beam,  the 
gisantic  towefs  of  more  than  one  lofty  minster. 

Yet  all  this  fhir  variety,  he^veverdiflering  from  the 
waste  add  wildemees  ot  his  own  land,  interrupt^ 
not  the  course  of  Quentin*s  re^ts  and  sorrows.  He 
had  left  his  heart  behind  hini,  when  he  departed 
from  Charieroi ;  nnd  the  onl  V  reflection  which  tne  for^ 
ther  journey  faispired  was,  that  everjr  ste|>  was  carry 
ing  him  farther  from  Isabelle.  His  imaginiftion  was 
taxed  to  recall  evenr  word  ahe  had  spoken,  every 
look  she  had  directed  towards  him ;  ana,  as  happens 
frequently  in  such  cases,  the  impressbn  made  upon 
his  hnagmation  by  the  recollection  of  these  particu* 
lare,  was  even  stronger  than  the  realidea  theinselves 
had  excited. 

At  length,  afrcr  the  cold  hour  of  midnight  was  past, 
in  spite  alike  of  love  and  of  sorrow,  rbe  extreme 
fotigne  which  Quentin  had  nadeigona  the  two  pr^ 


WKNIW  DmorABl). 
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^mi^days  began  to  liaTeau  eAect  on  him,  wtucb 


bis  habits  of  ezerdee  of  every  kind,  and  his  sinKular  '  and  did  not  exceed  the  hmits  «f  good  bmn  ti 


smile  had  loat  ell  that  it  bad  of  aaitattie  ud  te 


alertness  and  activity  of  character,  as  well  as  the 
painftil  nature  of  the  reflections  which  occupied  his 
thoughtSi  had  hitherto  prevented  his  ezpcnencmg. 
The  ideas  of  his  mind  began  to  be  so  little  corrected 
by  the  exertion  of  his  senses,  worn  out  and  deadened 
as  the  latter  now  were  by  extremity  of  fatigue,  ihat 
the  visions  which  the  former  drew  superseded  or  per- 
verted the  information  conveyed  by  the  blunted  oiigana 
of  seeing  and  hearing;  and  Durward  was  only  m- 
aible  that  he  was  awake,  by  the  exertions  which, 
aensible  of  the  peri!  of  his  aituadon,  he  occasionally 
made,  to  resist  failing  into  a  deep  and  dead  sleep. 
Every  now  and  then,  a  strong  oonsciouaness  of  the 
risk  of  falling  from  or  with  his  horse  roused  him  to  ex- 
ertion and  animadon  $  but  ere  long  his  eyios  «fpun  were 
dimmed  by  confused  shades  of  all  sorts  or  mingled 
colours,  the  moonlight  landscape  swam  before  them, 
ind  he  was  so  much  overcome  with  fstigue^  that  the 
Ooont  of  Crdvecceur,  obserying  his  condition,  was  at 
length  compelled  to  order  two  of  his  attendants,  one 
to  each  rein  ef  Durward's  bridle,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  risk  of  his  falling  from  his  horae. 

When  at  length  they  reached  the  town  of  Landrecy. 
the  Coimt,  hi  compassion  to  the  youth,  who  had 
now  b^  in  a  great  measure  without  sleep  for  three 
nights,  allowed  himself  and  his  retinue  a  halt  of  four 
hours,  for  rest  and  refreshment. 
-  Deep  and  sound  were  Quentin's  slumbers,  until 
(hey  were  broken  bjr  the  sound  of  the  Count's  trum- 
pet, and  the  cry  of  his  Fouriers  and  harbingers,  **  D6- 
Doutl  d^bout  1— Ha !  Mcssires,  en  route,  en  route  1"— 
•  Yet,  unwelcomely  early  as  the  tones  came,  they 
awaked  him  a  different  being  in  strength  and  spirits 
from  what  he  had  fallen  asleepu  Confidence  in  nim- 
sdf  and  his  fortunes  returned  with  his  reviving 
spirits,  and  with  the  rising  stm.  He  thought  of  his 
love  no  tonger  as  a  desperate  and  fantastic  dream, 
but  as  a  high  and  invigorating  principle,  to  be  cherish- 
ed in  his  bosom,  af  thou^  he  might  never  propose  to 
himseli^  under  all  the  difficulties  by  which  he  was  be- 
set, to  bring  it  to  any  prodDerous  issue.—'*  The  pilot," 
he  reflected,  "  steers  liis  bark  by  the  polar  star,  al- 
though he  never  expects  to  become  possessor  of  it; 
and  the  thoaghu  of  Isabelle  of  CrOye  shall  make  me 
a  worthy  man-at-arms,  though  I  may  never  see  her 
more.  When  she  hears  that  a  Scottish  soldier,  named 
Cluentin  Durward,  distinguished  himself  in  a  well- 
fought  field,  or  left  his  body  on  the  breach  of  si  dis- 
pated  fortress,  she  will  remember  the  companion  of 
her  journey,  ea  one  who  dkl  all  [t\  his  power  to 
avert  the  snares  and  misfortunes  which  beset  it,  and 
perhaps  will  honour  his  memory  with  a  tear,  his  oof- 
^  fin  with  a  garland." 

In  this  manly  mood  of  bearing  his  misfortune, 
Ctuentin  felt  himself  more  able  to  receive  and  reply 
to  the  Jests  of  the  Count  of  Crevecoeur,  who  passed 
•everal  on  his  alleged  effeminacy  and  incapacity  of 
undefKoing  fatigue  The  voung  Scot  accommodated 
himself  so  good-humouredly  to  the  Count's  raillery, 
and  replied  at  once  so  happily  and  so  respectfully, 
that  the  change  of  his  tone  and  manner  made  ob- 
viously a  more  favourable  impression  on  the  Count 
than  he  had  entertained  from  his  prisoner's  conduct 
during  the  preceding  evening,  wnen,  rendered  uti- 
table  by  the  reelings  of  his  situation,  he  was  alternate- 
ly moodily  silent  or  fiercely  argumentative. 

The  veteran  soldier i^egan  at  length  to  take  notice 
of  his  young  companion,  as  a  pretty  fellow,  of  whom 
aomethiiig  might  be  made;  and  more  than  hinted  to 
him.  thdt,  would  he  but  resign  his  situation  in  the 
Archer-guard  of  France,  he  would  undertake  to  have 
him  enrolled  in  the  household  of  the  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy in  an  h9nourable  condition,  and  would  himself 
take  care  of  his  advancement.  And  although  Quen- 
tin,  with  suiuble  expressions  of  aratitude.  declined 
this  favour  at  present,  until  he  should  find  out  how 
far  he  had  to  complain  of  his  original  patron,  King 
Iiouis,  he,  nevertheless,  continued  to  remain  on  good 
Hjnna  with  the  Count  of  Crfivecoeur;  and.  while  his 
enthusiastic  mode  of  thinking,  and  his  torei^n  and 
uiomatical  manner  of  expressing  himse^  often  ex- 
cited a  smile  on  the  giave  cheek  of  the  Count,  that 


good  manners. 

Thus  travelUng  on  with  modi  morshanDOBTtks 
on  the  preceding  day.  the  little  party  came  it  k 
within  two  miles  of  the  famous  tnd  stronc  loi&tf 
Peronne,  near  which  the  Duke  of  Bninnji^iini 
lay  encamped,  ready,  as  was  ssmoBcd,  to  mi 
France  i  and,  in  opposition  to  wkudi,  Louis  Jl  hi 
himself  assembled  a  strong  force  near  Saauliuaa 
for  the  purpose  of  biioging  to  retMii  bii  over-fsw 
fid  vassal 

Peronne,  situated  upon  a  deep  river  id  a  Bat  ess 
try,  and  surrounded  bv  ationafbiilvaiuaBdpntej 
moats,  was  accounted  in  knaent,  as  in  modoB  iaia 
one  of  the  strongeat  fortresses  in  Franee.*  Ik 
Cou|kt  of  CrdveocBur,  his  retinueb  nA  bii  pnm 
were  approaching  the  fortress  abont  the  tfairibr 
afternoon:  when,  ridmg through  diepleBiam# 
of  a  large  forcat,  which  then  covered  the  appiaal 
the  town  on  the  east  aide,  they  were  net  I7  tma 
of  rank,  as  appeared  from  the  numbs  of  twriMft 
ante,  dressed  m  the  habits  worn  in  time  of  pM; 
and  wha  to  jiadfst  from  the  falooos  wliidi  tM» 
ried  on  their  wnsts,  and  the  number  of  tptmd 
greyhounds  led  by  their  follower^  verecjupwiia 
the  amusement  01  hawking.  But  on  pcraingQ^ 
vecceur,  with  whose  appearance  andliiaiaif 
were  sufficietttly  intimate,  they  cputtdtkiasa 
which  they  were  makings  for  a  heron  aloggikM 
of  a  long  canal,  and  came  gallopiDg  towamii, 

"  News,  news.  Count  of  Cjtywmf  ^9d 
both  together  {—"  will  you  give  newibartiltHi! 
or  will  you  barter  fairiy  1" 

**  I  would  barter  fiurly,  Messiies,"  nACihm 
after  saluting  them  courteously,  f  didlcBMrnpt 
bad  any  news  of  importance  suffiaeBtkasia 
equivalent  for  mine.**^ 

The  two  sportsmen  smiled  on  eadi«Mj«J 
elder  of  the  two,  a  fine  baronial  figRni^f 
countenance,  marked  with  that  sortofstewk 


—     age  Vk  x^utuico    «.,  WMOiu«i  aJt-^T-^^ 

unhappy  death,*!  turning  to  his  ood^vaw 
**  Crivecceur  has  been  m  Brabant,  thi  aj^! 
commerce,  and  he  has  learned  allitaso** 
will  be  too  hard  for  us  if  we  drive  a  baion. 

"  Messires,"  said  Crevecoeur,  '*theD4e«F; 
justice  to  have  the  first  of  my  ware^  as  the  SopJ 
takes  hb  toll  before  open  market  oepni  wj 
m&,  are  your  news  of  a  sad  or  a  pleasant  cwoga" 

The  person  whom  he  particuUuiy  addnw»*f 
lively-looking  man,  with  an  eye  of  gwf^Jg 
which  was  corrected  by  an  expressioBOirwJj 
and  gravity  about  the  mouth  and  upper  BjHy 2 
phjrsiognomy  marking  a  man  who  saw  mm 
'  rapidly,  but  was  sage  and  slow  in  forming  w«J 
or  In  expressing  opinions.  *nii8  was  IK  "g 
Knight  of  Hainault,  son  of  Collart,  orNiKW 
rKhte,  kn6wn  in  histoiy^and  amongst baionMi 
the  venerable  name  of  Philip  de8CoimBrt,« 
time  close  to  the  person  of  Duke  Charies  tbeN 


}  person  < 

« Indeed.  tlMwrhlytar< 
wai  never  taken  by  an  enemy.  1 
Peronne  la  Puodle,  until  the  b_ 
trojrer  of  thai  port  of  repvtation,  1 
ble  Idyapoe  upon  Parta  laiaia.  ^  ^ »-  *•! 

t  D'Hrmberamrt,  or  Iroboreovrt,  vaa  pat  te>>'>g  ffi 
habitanta  of  Ghent  with  the  Chancellor  of  1ib««.<I] 
year  lirr.    Mary  of  Bvtnndy,  dauglkter  el 
appeared  in  mourning  in  the  olarke^p}aea,  1 
adURlit  the  life  of  her  wrvuiti  frooi  I 
in  vain.  ^^^ 

I  Philip det  Coniinea  «raa  deacribed  in  the  ftw««gq; 
thi*  work  a«  a  liUle  man,  fitted  rather  for  nomti  Jfj 


her  in»uM*W*f 


portrait!  with  w! 
hitturiaa,  in 


Thia  waa  a  deteriptioo  made  at  a  Tenlwe,  10  vvri^J 
b'hieh  the  aae  and  work  AmA 

ojwn  t)w  anthorl^  of  Matthieu(r" 

Philip  dca  Cominea,  and  had  served  in  bii  ^ — -w^ 
waa  a  man  of  tall  atatura,  and  a  noble  pff*fwa.  ""g 
Mooitfur  Petitot.  editor  of  the  edition  of  Mtawai.wgS 
the  H*iory  of  Frenoe,  a  work  of  fieat  1 
Philip  dea  Cominoa  made  a  iigun  at  the  jr 
pai^nts  exhibited  on  tho  weddinv  of     ^ 
with  Marfaret  of  Bnfland  in  I4S8.   SMtha^ 
do  Troye«,   in   Petitot's  edition  0 
VllUttirt  4e  France,  vol.  xiii.  p.  875.    . 
Oliver  dc  la  Alarck,  who,  in  lib.  ii.,  chapM  v 
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QXWmSi  PURWARD. 


ind  one  of  bis  meat  eat eemed  eoameljora.  He  an- 
■wered  CrdvecoBur's  question  conoernmg  the  com- 
plexion of  the  news  of^which  he  end  his  oompanion, 
the  Baron  d*HvnibercourL  wete  the  depositanes.— 
"  They  were,"  he  said,  "  Uke  the  colouTs  of  the  rain- 
-  bow,  various  in  hae,  as  they  n^ght  be  viewed  from 
UifTerent  points,  and  placed  against  the  black  doud 
or  the  lair  sky— Such  a  rainbow  was  never  seen  in 
/Prance  or  Flanders  since  that  of  Noah's  ark." 

"  My  tidings,'*  replied  GrdveccDur,  "  are  altogether 
like  the  ooAiet :  gloomy,  wild,  and  terrible  in  them- 
selves, yet  to  be  accounted  the  forerunners  of  still 
greater  and  more  dreadful  evils  which  are  to  ensue." 

**  We  must  open  our  bales,"  said  Coinines  to  his 
companion,  "  or  our  market  will  be  forestalled  by 
some  new-comers,  for  ours  are  public  news.— In  one 
word.  CrdvecGBur--4isten,  and  won<ier-r£ing  Louis 
IS  at  Peronne  I" 

*'  What !"  said  the  Count,  in  astonishment  i  *'  has 

the  Duke  retreated  without  a  battled  and  do  you  re- 

.    main  here  in  your  dress  of  peace,  after  the  town  is 

besieged  by  the  French )— for  I  cannot  suppose  it 

tsksn." 

**  No,  surely,"  said  IVHymberoourt,  "  the  banners 
of  Burgun<^  nave  not  gone  back  a  foot;  and  still 
ICing  Louis  is  here." 

"Then  Edward  of  England  must  have  come  over 
the  seas  with  his  bowmen,"  said  CrdveccBur,  **  and. 
like  his  ancesto|^  jeained  a  second  field  of  Poictiers." 

**  Not  so,"  said  Comines— "  Not  a  French  banner 
has  b^n  borne  down,  not  a  sail  spread  from  Eng- 
land—where Edward  is  too  much  amused  among 
the  wives  of  the^citizens  ot  London,  1o  think  of  play- 
ing the  Black  Prince.  Hear  the  extraordinary  truth. 
You  know,  when  y9U  left  us,  that  the  conference  be- 
tween the  commisaoners  on  the  parts  of  France  and 
Burgundy  was  broken  up,  without  apparent  chance 
ofreconoiiation?" 

"  True;  and  we  dreamt  of  nothmg  but  war." 

'*  What  has  followed  has  been  mdeed  so  like  a 
dream,"  saxl  Comines,  "that  I  almost  expect  to 
awake,  and  find  it  so.  Only  one  day  since,  the  Duke 
had  in  Council  protested  so  furiously  against  farther 
deUy,  that  it  was  resolved  to  send  a  defiance  to  the 
King;  and  march  forward  instantly  into  France. 
Toison  d'Or,  comnlissioned  for  the  puipose,  had  put 
on  his  official  dress,  and  iiad  his  foot  in  the  stirrup  to 
mount  his  horse,  when  lo !  the  French  herald  Mont^ 
joie  rode  into  our  camp.  We  though t  of  nothing  dsc 
than  that  Louis  had  been,  beforehand  with  our  defi- 
ance; and  b^an  to  consider  how  much  the  Duke 
would  resent  the  advice,  which  had  prevented  him 
from  being  the  first  to  declare  war.  But  a  council 
being  speedily  assembled,  what  was  our  wonder 
when  the  herald  informed  us,  that  Louis,  King  of 
France,  was  scarce  an  hour's  riding  behind,  intend- 
ing to  visit  Charles,  Du|^e  of  Burgundy^  with  a  small 
ratmue,  in  order  that  their  differences  might  be  settled 
at  a  p^winal  interview  1" 

"you  surprise  me,  Messieurs,"  said  Crdveccsur; 
"  and  yet  you  surprise  me  less  than  you  might  have 
expected ;  for,  when  I  was  last  at  Plessis-lee-Tours, 
the  all-trusted  Cardinal  Balue,  offended  with  his 
.  master,  and  Burgimdian  at  heart,  did  hint  to  me, 
that  he  could  so  work  upon  Louis's  peculiar  foibles, 
aB  to  lead  him  to  place  himself  in  such  a  position 
•Vrith  regard  to  Burgundy,  that  the  Duke  might  have 

Cfret  an  ample  aceoqnt  of  Iheie  "  fleres  Tanttfof ,**  eontaiofcif 
mm  man/  mficsllaaMitt  artiolea  aa  lh«  retieole  of  the  old  mer- 
chaut  of  Peter  Schleml.  who  boufhtthadowi^  and  carried  with 
bim  in  liii  big  whatever  any  one  could  with  or  demand  in  re- 
turn. There  are  in  that  splendid  deicription,  knii^ta,  damei, 
pflife*,  and  arfthera,  aood  store  beAde«  of  eaatiea,  flerjr  draffont, 
mnd  dromedaries ;  there  are  leopards  riding  upon  liooe  j  there 
un  rocks,  orchards,  fountains,  spears  bioLen  and  whole,  and 
tlie  twelve  labonra  of  Hercule*.  In  such  a  brilliant  medley  I 
listd  some  trouble  in  findinr  Philip  des  Comines.  He  it  the  first 
i,  however,  of  a  gallant '      .    -        ..    - 

nen,  tothe;)nmber< 

s  as  their  lender,  enc 

H  party  of  the  same  Dumbc ^ , _. , 

^ho  aeled  as  a  ehalV^fer,  by  the  romantic  title  of  Arbre  ^er. 


band  of  aatathuits,  koivhta 
Fenty,  who,  with  the  Princ 

;eas  uiexr  le&tier,  encountered,  in  a  feiieral  tourney. 

y  of  the  same  number  under  the  profligate  Adolf  of  Cl< 


noMemen,  to  the/inmber  of  twenty,  who,  with 
Omngeas  their  lender,  encountered,  in  a 


The  eneounfer,  tiiott^h  with  arms  of  eottrtosy.  was  very  fkirce. 
•Ad  sepanted  by  nmiu  foree.  not  without  diffleutty.  Philip  des 
Coraincs  has,  therefore,  a  title  to  be  aceouoted  tan  Maru  ivam 
Msrcitrlo,  though,  when  we  conffider  the  obscurity  which  has 
•ettled  on  the  rest  of  this  trti^  itrf,  we  are  at  no  loss  to  etti- 
■ulB  the  moit  valuable  of  hia  qualiOeatioiH. 


the  terms  ofpeace  of  his  own.  making.-  But  I  new 
suspected  that  so  old  a  fox  as  Louis  could  have  beea 
induced  to  come  into  tho  trap  of  his  own  accord. 
What  said  theBurgundian  counsellors  T 

"As  you  may  guess,"  answered  D'Hymbercourt: 
'^talked  muoh  of  frith  to  be  observed,  and  little  of 
advantage  to  be  obtainiid.  by  such  a  visit :  while  it 
was  manifest  thev  thought  almost  entirely  of  the 
last,  and  were  only  anxipus  to  fin(^  some  way  to  re- 
concile it  with  the  necessary  preservation  of  appear- 
ances." 

"And  what  said;the  Dukel"  continued  the  Count 
ofCrdvecoeur. 

"  Spoke  brief  and  bold,  as  usual,"  replied  Comines. 
" '  Whk;h  of  you  was  it,*  he  asked,  *  who  witnessed 
the  raeedng  of  my  cousin  Louis  and  me  after  the 
battle  of  MontPhery,*  when  I  was  so  thoughtless  as 
to  accompany  him  back  within  the  intrenchments 
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forget  the  alarm  which  it  bad  luaen  his  pleasure  to 
give  us.  *  Well,'  said  the  Duke,  you  blamed  me  for 
my  follv,  and  I  confessed  to  you  that  I  had  abted  like 
a  giddy-pated  boy ;  and  I  am  aware,  too,  that  my 
father  of  happy  memory  being  then  alive,  qiy  kins- 
nian,  Louis,  would  have  had  less  advantage  by  seis- 
ing on  my  person  than  I  might  now  hqye  by  securing 
his.  Bu^  nevertheless,  if  my  royal  kinsman  comes 
hither  on  the  present  occasion,  in  the  same  single- 
ness of  heart  under  i^hich  I  then  acted,  he  ahalTbe 
royally  welcome.  If  it  is  meant  by  this  appearanoo 
of  confidence,  to  circumvent  and  to  blind  mcitill  he . 
execute  some  of  hisjwlitic  schemes,  by  Sunt  Georgs 
of  Burgundy,  let  hun  look  to  it  I'  And  so,  having 
turned  up  his  mustaches,  and  stamped  on  thegrouno, 
he  ordered  ma  all  to  get  on  our  horsei^  and  receive  so 
extraordmary  a  guest." 

And  you  met  the  King  accordingly  T'  ^^lied  the 
Count  of  CrdvecoBUi>— *•  Aliracles  have  not  ceased  1— 
How  was  henccompanied?" 

"As  slightly  as  might  be,"  answered  D'Hymb^- 
court ;  "  only,  a  score  or  two  of  the  Scottish  Guard, 
and  a  few  knights  and  gentlemen  of  his  household— 
among  whom  nis  astrologer,  Galeotti,  made  the  gay- 
est figure." 

"  That  fellow."  said  Cr§vec<Kur,  "  holds  some  de- 
pendence on  the  Cardinal  Balue— I  should  not  be 
surprised  that  he  has  had  his  share  in  determining 
the  King  to  this  step  of  doubtfol  policy.  Any  nobi- 
lity of  higher  rankl^ 

,  There  axe  Monsieur  of  Orleans  and  Dunois,"  re- 
plied Comines. 

"I  will  have  a  rouze  with  Dunois,"  said  CrdT»> 
coeur.  "  W2u;  the  world  as  it  will.  But  we  heatd  that 
both  he  ana  the  Duke  had  fallen  into  disgrace,  and 
were  in  prison  7" 

'"Hiey  were  both  under  arrest  in  the  Castle  of 
Loches,  thai  delightful  place  of  retirement  for  the 
French  nobility,"  said  D'Hymbercourt;  "but  Louis 
has  released  them,  in  order  to  bring  them  with  htm 
-TPerhaps  because  he  cared  not  to  leave  Orleans  be^ 
hind.  For  his  other  attendants,  faith,  I  think  his 
gossip,  the  Hangman  Marsfial,  with  two  or  three 

•  After  the  battle  of  MonU*hery.  in  I4«$.  Chaitas.  then  Comple 
de  Choralois,  had  an  interview  with  Louis  under  the  walla  of 
Pans,  each  at  the  head  of  a  small  paity.  The  two  prineea  dis- 
mounted, and  walked  together  so  deeply  engaged  in  ditcttsamf 
the  business  of  their  meeting,  that  Chartes  forgot  the  peeolieritr 
of  his  situation  \  and  when  Louis  turned  back  towards  the 
town  of  Paris,  from  which  he  came,  the  Count  of  Charatoia 
kopt  Uim  company  so  fkr  as  to  pass  the  line  of  ontwoika  with 
which  Paris  was  surrounded,  and  enter  a  ISdd-work  whieU 
communicated  with  the  town  by  a  tntnetw  At  tliia  period  he 
had  only  Ave  or  six  persons  In  ooropany  with  him.  His  eseort  , 
caught  an  alarm  for  bis  salhty,  abd  his  prineipiU  followers  rods 
forward  from  where  he  hwl  left  ihem,  ramembering  that  his 
grandfather  had  been  assassinated  at  If  mfteiean  in  a  similar 
parley,  on  lOth  September,  14  la  To  their  great  joy  the  Oooot 
returned  uninjured,  accompanied  with  a  guard  beloof  ing  lo 
Louis.  The  Burgnndiaos  taxed  him  with  raahnaaa  in  no  oea 
sured  terms.  "  Say  no  more  of  it."  said  Charles ;  "  1  aekm>w- 
ledge  the  axteot  of  my  folly,  but  I  was  not  awan  what  I  was 
doing  till  I  entered  Uie  redonbL*'— JUnwirw  4»  Pun.ipra  naa  ■ 
CoHUfSB,  chap.  xtii. 

Louis  was  much  pnised  for  his  good  (Uth  on  this  oceaatoi } 
and  it  was  uataral  that  the  Duke  shoaid  can  it  to  teoolleciba 
when  his  eoemy  so  aaaneetidly  put  hiaawir  is  hii  peww  hs 
hisriMttoPerannSb  1 
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fUB  renilnOi  aiid  OIiy^Ti  Mi  bsnNri  n&y  bo  th6  uhMt 
tonsiderabie— and  the  Whole  bevj  eo  jMiorly  unyed, 
that,  by  n^y  honour,  the  Kuiff  reitembiee  most  an  old 
uaater  going  to  collect  desperate  debts,  attended  by 
a  body  of  catchpolls." 

**  And  where  is  he  lodged  7"  said  O^recoenr. 

**Nliy,  thst,"  repfied  Gomines,  "is  the  most  mar- 
Vellcma  of  all.  Our  Dtike  offered  to  let  the  King's 
Archer-Guard  have  a  gate  of  the  town,  and  a  brk^ 
of  boats  orer  the  Somrae,  and  to  nave  as^jftned  to 
Louis  himself  the  adjoining  house,  belonging  to 


tfafaik. ) 


scared,  as  it  would  seem,  with  the  thouriit  of  lodging 
BO  near  rei\jgee8  and  malecontents  of  bis  own  ma- 
lung,  he  craved  to  bft  qaartered  in  the  Castle  of  Pe- 
ronnek  and  there  he  hath  his  abode  accordingly." 

"Why,  God  ha'  mcrcvl"  ^claimed  CreTeccenr, 
**tlhiB  is  not  only  venturing  into  the  lion's  den,  but 
'thrusting  his  head  ihto/lds  very  jaws— Nothing  leto 
tban  the  very  bottom  <n  the  rat-trap  Would  ierve  the 
•aafty  oM  politician !"  ,   , 

"Nay,"  sanl  Comhies.  "D'HyihbArcotirtlrath  not 
.tdld  you  the  speech  of  ha  Gloneux*— which,  in  mv 
imnd,  Was  tfte  shrewdest  opinion  that  Vas  given. 
,  '*And  what  ^ald  hU  tnokt  ilhistri^ui  wisdom  1" 
Uked  Vie  Ceunt. 

*'As  the  Duke,'*  replied  Comines,  "wtt  hastilT 
pidering  some  vessels  and  ornaments  of  pUte^nd 
the  Eke,  to  be  prepared  a^  presents  for  the  King 
knd  his  retinna  by  war  of  Welcome  on  his  arrivaL 
,  Trouble  not  thy  smaH  brain  about  ft,  my  friend 
Charles,^  said  Le  Glptieox.  *I  w^l  give  thy  cousin 
Louis  lii  nobleir  and  a  fitter  gift  than  thou  canst ;  and 

nl  km 

^MMson  ta  repent  it,  stirah,  how  then  f  b&  die  l>^- 
*  Then,  tnitv,  Charles,  thou  shalthave  cap  and  bauble 
th^Ui  as  the  greatest  fool  of  the  three  of  us.'  I  pro- 
inuse  you  this  knavish  quip  touched  the  Duke  closely 
—I  9aw  him  change  colour  and  bite  his  lip-^And 
,  our  news  are  told,  noble  Crdvecceor,  and  what 
1  you  they  resemble  V* 
.   *A  mine  fuu-charged  with  gunpowder."  answered 

'  CrdrecGsur,  "  to  wmchi  I  fear,  it  is  mv  tate  to  bring 
the  kindled  linstock.  Your  news  and  mine  are  like 
oSx  and  Hjt^t  which  cannot  meet  without  bursting 
into  flame,  or  like  certain  chemical  substances  which 
cannot  be  mingled  without  an  explosion.  F^riend& 
—gentlemen,— 'ride  close  by  my  rein ;  and  when  I  teU 
vim  what  has  chanced  in  the  bishopric  of  Liege.  I 
fmnk  you  will  be  of  opinion,  that  King  Louis  miAit 
kS  sitfely  have  undertaken  a  inlgrimage  to  the  inier^ 
tal  regions,  as  this  ill-timed  visit  to  Peronne." 

. .  The  two  nobles  drew  up,  close  on  either  hand  of 
the  Count,  and  listened,  with  half-suppressed  ezcU' 
inatk»n's,  and  gestures  of  the  deepest  wonder  and  i&< 
t^iteL  to  his  account  of  the  transactions  at  Liege 
wd  Sehonwaldt  Q,uentin  Was  then  called  forward, 
)and  examined  and  re-examined  on  the  particidars  of 
ike  B^shdp*s  death,  undl  at  length  he  refused  to  an- 
swer any  further  interregatonea,  not  knowing  whero- 
fore  tiiey  were  asked,  or  vrhat  nae  might  be  made  of 
Ins  replies. 

.  They  now  teached  the  rich  and  levd  bankil  6f  ^e 
oomme^  and  the  ancient  walls  of  the  little  toWn  of 
Peronue  la  Pucelle,  and  the  deep  green  meadows 
jidjoimng,  now  whitened  vnth  the  numerous  tents  of 
the  Puke  of  Burgund/s  army,  amounting  to  about 
nneen  thousand  men. 

CHAPTER  XXVt. 

Tall  nruiyiMW, 

Om  hardly  knows  whether  to  term  it  a  privilege 
'tk  a  penalty  annexed  to  the  quality  of  prinoea,  that, 
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m  their  interooume  wMi  eMhothv,  thsy  sR  iMsi 
by  the  respect  which  is  doe  lo  their  owa  wi 
dignity,  to  regulate  their  feeiinn  and  niiiiiiisMl 
a  seveke  etiquette  whkh  piccbdes  aO  nokni 
avowed  ditnlay  of  pasnon,  and  which,  bin  dttl 
whole  World  are  aware  that  this  aasDned  eaarf 
aance  is  a  matter  of  ceremony,  niBht  jesdy  bmj 
profound  dissimulation.  It  is  ntf  rbs  eeRa,b 
ever,  that  the  overstepptng  of  these  boondstfa 
monial,  for  the  purpose  or  giving  moie  direct «« 
their  angiy  paMionfl,  has  the  effect  of  comprasi 
then-  dignity  with  the  worid  in  general ;  ai  my 
ticularly  noted  when  those  distaiguidid  m 
Francis  the  First,  and  the  Ropersr  Cbej^  j 
each  other  the  lie  direct,  and  were  detirosiaf  fi 
ingtheir  diflerencea  hand  to  hand, hi nofHe ash 
,  Charles  of  Burgundy,  the  most  hisiy  asd  ig 
tient,  nay,  the  most  imprudent  prince  of  faa  || 


found  hmiMeif,  neVertheleea,  fettered  withm  theni 
drde  which  nrescribed  the  most  pnCNod  Mi 
to  Louis^  as  his  doxerani  and  B^  LonLvlril 


deigned  to  confer  apon  hSm,  t  vassal  of  ukoh 
the  distinguished  honour  of  a  peraooal  nsL  M 
ed  In  his  duchl  mantle,  and  atfended  bf)k$i 
oflSceiift,  and  principal  kaoghts  and  &oMei»k4i 
in  gallant  cayalcade^  to  i«xive  LooiiXl  All 
nneabsottttelyblAXed  with  gbM  and  T 
wealth  of  the  Court  of  Bni^and  heini 

the  Wars  of  Ydrk  and  Lancaster,  and  L  _. 

of  France  Hmifed  by  the  economy  of  m  9nm 
that  of  Burgtmdy  was  for  the  tiige  tke  Mta* 
iicent  in  Airape.    Theeprid^ofLoDiiCW 
trary,  was  few  in  number,  and  conusmM 
m  Sppearanoe^  tad  the  vxterior  of  tlii  1S^$fm 
m  a  threadbare  cloak,  vHth  his  inxfejiflp' 
crowned  hat  stuck  full  of  images,  nsMlhgl' 
trast  yet  more  striking ;  and  as  the  Mtall^ 
tired  with  the  coronet  and  mantle  i^s^  lis 
himself  from  his  noble  charffe^  and,lMi|M 
knee,  offered  to  hold  the  stunip  mM 
mounted  from  his  little  ambling  paWliliv 
was  almost  grotesque.  . 

The  greeting  between  the  two  potals^j 
course,  as  frill  of  afleefed  kindness  aodMA 
as  it  was  totally  devoid  of  sincerity.  jBrtfH 
of  the  Duke  rendered  it  much  mowduMjJJ 
topreserve  the  necessary  appearanoei,BiaMJ 
and  demeanour :  while  in  the  Cog.  eaaytww 
simulation  and  dissimulation  seemed  .sBWf 
of  his  natme,  that  those  best  aoioaiBWiHl* 
could  not  have  distinguiriied  what  was  «pav 
vrhat  was  real.  .^ 

Perhaps  the  most  accurate  flhistrano^vjii': 
unworthy  two  such  high  potentates,  sffalM| 
suppose  the  King  in  the  situation  of  t  f*" 
fecUy  acquainted  with  the  habits  and  di 
the  canine  rac&  who,  for  mme  POPMen^Q 
desirous  to  make  friends  With  s  large  an  SjiVJ 
tiffi  that  holds  him  m  suspidoA,  and  ■  JfQ 
Worry  him  on  the  first  symptoms  «w*"  JKJ 
or  of  umbrage.  The  mastin  growls  inWMfljJS 
his  bristles,  shows  his  teeth,  yet  ■  sAsBSdsi 
upon  the  intruder,  vrho  seems  at  tw  ■m^J! 
kind  and  so  oonfidin&  and  thenfeie  tngggS 
dures  advtaoes  which  are  fer  from  psafygj 
watohing  at  the  same  tmie  the  sligntestoig3 
whksh  may  justify  him  in  his  own  eyes  ibr  mow* 
friend  by  the  throat. 

The  King  vras  no  doubt 

voMA,  constrained  manner,  and  wnqi*  a-^gj 
the  Dnke^  that  the  game  he  had  (opIay^Q 
and  'perhaps  he  more  than  once  npcsMi jsR 
ever  taken  it  m  hand.  But  Kpentance  w^ra 
and  all  that  remnned  for  him wastat'jg 
dexterity  of  management,  which  tbefiSMJi 
equaUy  at  least  with  any  man  thatcy>'*^|J 

The  demeanour  vrfaich  Louis  VMdij**"Ji 
Duk&  vras  such  as  to  resemble  the knji^^ 
mg  or  the  heart  in  a  moment  of  smpaif><f^3 
with  an  honoarad  and  tried  friend,  in**^ 


■bUftoa^ 
idakiipt^« 
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man  by  mtsih  a  marie  of  confidence  as  he  was  now 
bestowing,  that  the  angry  passages  which  had  oc* 
<aurrad  betwUt  them  were  nothing  in  his  remem- 
brance^ when  weig|ied  against  the  kindneae  which 
racdved  him  when  an  exile  from  Frano&ana  under 
the  displeasure  of  the  King  hia  father.  He  epoke  of 
the  Good  Duke  of  Burgundy,  ae  Philip  the  father  of 
puke  Charlea  was  curr^tly  calledi  (\nd  remembered 
a  thousand  instances  of  his  paternal  kindness. 

"I  think,  cousiiL"  he  said,  "^our  father  madeUttle 
diiTcrenoe  in  his  affection,  betwixt  you  and  me :  for  I 
nnnBmber,  When  by  an  aocklent  \  had.  bewildered 
myself  in  a  hunting-party,  I  found  the  Good  Dnke 
vporaiding  you  with  leaving  me  m  the  forest,  as  if 
you  had  been  oarslesa  of  tbe  safety  of  an  elder  bro- 
ther." 

The  Duke  of  Burgundy's  features  were  natunUly 
narsh  and  severe;  and  when  he  attempted  to  am^ 
in  polite  aoouiescence  to  the  truth  of  what  the  King 
told  him,  the  grimace  which  he  made  was  truly 
diabolical. 

"Prince  of  dissemblepL**  he  said,  in  his  secret  soul, 
**  would  that  it  stood  with  my  honour  to  remind  yon 
koiD  you  have  requited  all  the  benefits  of  our  House  1** 
"And  then,"  continued  the  King,  "if  the  ties  of 
oonsaoguinity  and  gratitude  aw  not  sufficient  to  bind 
us  together,  my  felr  cousin,  we  have  those  of  spiritual 
zelationship :  mr,  I  am  godfather  to  your  feii  daugh- 
ter Mary,  who  is  as  dear  -to  me  as  one  of  my  own 
maidens;  and  when  the  Saints  (their  holy  name  be 
blessed !)  sent  me  a  tittle  blossom  whuh  withered  in 
the  course  of  three  months,  it  was  your  princely 
Bother  who  held  it  at  the  font,  and  celebrated  the 
.oeremony  of  baptism,  with  richer  and  prouder  mag- 
mficence  than  Paris  itself  could  have  aftorded.  Never 
shall  I  forget  the  deep,  the  indelible  impresnon, 
which  the  geoerositjr  of  I>nke  Philip,  and  yours,  my 
dearest  cousin,  made  upon  the  haU-oxoken  heart  of 
the  poor  exOe  r 

Your  Mijesty,"  said  the  Duke,  compelling  hun- 
aelf  to  make  some  replv,^  *' acknowledge  that  slight 
obligation  ui  terms  wmch  overpsid  ul  the  display 
which  Burgundy  could  maka  to  show  due  sense  of 
the  honour  you  had  done  its  Sovereign." 

"  I  remember  the  words  you  mean,  fair  cousuif" 
Mki  the  King,  smiling;  "I  think  they  were,  that  m 
guerdon  of  the  benefit  of  that  day,  I«  poor  wanderer, 
had  nothing  to  offer,  save  the  persons  of  myself;  of 
ihy  wife,  and  of  my/;hild.— WelL  and  I  think  I  have 
indifferently  well  xedeemed  my  pledge." 
"  I  mean  not  to  dispute  what  your  Majesty  is 

pleased  to  aver,"  said  the  Duke;  "but" 

"  But  you  ask,"  said  the  King,  intennpting  him, 
*  how  my  actions  have  accorded  with  my  words— 
Marrjr  thus :  the  body  of  my  infant  chikl  Joachim 
rests  in  Burgundian  earth— my  own  person  I  have 
this  morning  placed  unreservedly  in  your  power- 
arid,  for  that  of  my  wife,— truly,  cousin,  I  think,  con- 
sidering the^  period  of  time  which  has  passed,  you 
will  scarce  insist  on  my  keeping  my  word  in  that 
particular.  She  was  bom  on  the  day  of  the  Blessed 
Annunciatwn,"  (he  crossed  himself,  and  muttered  an 
Ora  pro  nobUy)  **  some  fifty,  years  since ;  but  she  is 
DO  farther  distant  than  Rheims,  and  if  vou  insist  on 
my  promise  being  fulfilled  to  the  letter,  she  shall  pre- 
sently wait  your  pleasure." 

Angry  as  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  was  at  the  bare- 
fiiced  attempt  of  the  King  to  assume  towards  him  a 
tone  of  friendship  and  intimacy,  he  could  not  help 
laughing  at  the  whimsical  reply  of  that  singular 
monarch,  and  his  laugh  was  as  discordant  as  the 
abrupt  tones  of  passion  in  which  he  often  spoke. 
Having  laughed  longer  and  louder  than  was  at  that 
period,  or  would  nowb^  thought  fitting  the  time  and 
occasion,  he  answered  m  the  same  time,  bluntly  de- 
clining the  honour  of  the  Queen's  6ompany,  but 
stating  his  willingness  to  accept  that  of  the  King's 
eldest  daughter,  whoee  beauty  was  celebrated. 

**^I  am  happy,  fair  cousin,"  said  the  King,  with  one 
of  those  dubious  smiles  of  which  he  frequently  made 
use,  "  that  your  gracious  pleasure  has  not  mied  on 
my  younger  daughter  Joan.  I  should  otherwise 
Have  bad  spear-breaking  between  you  and  my  cousin 
of  Orleans;  and,  had  barm  oome  of  it,  I  must  on 


etther  side  have  lost  a  'kind  fiwtel  andaflectionate 
cousin."     ' 

"Nay,  nay,  my  royal  sovereign,"  said  Duke 
Chajies,  "  the  Duke  of  Orleans  shall  have  no  mter* 
ruption  from  me  in  the  path  n^ich  he  has  chosen 
par  amofun:  The  cause  in  which  I  couch  my  lance 
airainst  Orleans,  must  be  fur  and  strai^t" 

Louis  was  far  from  taking  amiss  this  brutal  allu- 
sk>n  to  tbe  persona]  deformity  of  the  Princess  Joan. 
On  the  contrary,  he  was  rather  pleased  to  find,  that 
the  Duke  was  content  to  be  amused  with  broad  jests, 
m  which  he  was  inmaelf  a  proficient,  and  vrhi/A 
(according  to  the  modem  phrase),  spared  much  sen- 
timental hypocrisy.  Accordingly,  he  speedily  placed 
their  intercourse  on  such  a  tooting,  that  Cnarlesi 
thougji  he  SAt  it  impossible  to  play  the  part  of  an 
anectionate  and  reconciled  firiend  to  a  monarch 
whose  ill  offices  he  had  so  often  encountered,,  and 
whose  sincerity  on  the  present  occasion  he  so  strong- 
ly doubted,  yet  had  no  difficulty  in  acting  the  hearty 
landlord  towards,a  facetious  guest ;  and  so  the  want 
of  reciprocity  in  kinder  fiaeliiigs  between  them,  was 
supplied  by  the  tone  of  good  fellowship  which  exists 
between  two  boon  companions,— a  tone  natural  to 
the  Duke  fi:om  the  frankness,  and.  it  might  be  added, 
the  groesness  of  his  character,  and  to  Louisi  becaussb 
though  capable  of  i|ssuming  any.  mood  of  social  in- 
tercourse, that  which  reaUy  suited  him  best  was 
mingled  with  grossness  of  kleas,  and  caustic  humour 
in  expression. 

Both  Princes  were  happily  able  to  preserve,  during 
the  period  of  a  banatiet  at  the  town-house  of  P^^ 
ronne,  the  same  kind  of  conversation,  on  which  thcnr 
met  as  on  a  neutral  ground,  and  whioh,  as  Lonai 
easily  perceived,  was  mose  available  then  any  othex 
to  keep  ^e  Dufce  of  Burgundy  in  that  state  of  com- 
posure which  seemed  necessazy  to  his  own  safety. 

Yet  he  was  slarmed  to  observe^  that  the  Duke  nad 
around  him  several  of  those  French  nobles,  and  thoet 
of  the  highest  rank,  and  in  situations  or  great  trust 
ai^  power,  whom  his  own  severity  or  iiyuatue  hsd 
driven  into  exile ;  and  it  was  to  secure  hunseAf  from 
the  possible  effects  of  their  resentment  and  revenge, 
that  (as  already  mentioned)  he  requested  to  be  lodg- 
ed in  the  Castle  or  Oitadel  of  Peronne,  rather  than  m 
the  town  itselfl*  TUs  was  readily  granted  by  Duke 
Charles,  with  one  of  those  grim  simles,  of  which  it 
was  impossible  to  say,  whether  it  meant  good  or  hanii 
to  the  party  whom  it  concerned.. 


But  when  ihe  King,  expressing  fahneelf  with  as 
delicacy  as  he  coiud 
qualified  to  1 


muehdelicac; 


as  He  couid,  and  in  a  manner  he  thought 

, to  loll  suttndon  asleep,  ssked,  whetber 

the  Scottish  Archers  of  hia  Guard  might  not  msintein 
the  custody  of  the  castle  of  Pefonne  during  his  rea- 
dence  there,  in  lieu  of  the  gate  of  the  town  which  the 
Duke  had  offered  to  their  care,  Charles  replied,  with  his 
wonted  sternness  of  voioe,  and  abruptness  of  manner, 
rendered  more  alarmmg  by  his  habit,  when  he  spoke, 
of  either  turning  up  his  mustaches  or  hsndling  his, 
sword  or  darner,  the  last  of  which  he  used  frequently 
to  draw  a  htue  way.  and  then  return  to  the  sheath,t 
— "  Saint  Martin !  No,  my  liege.  You  are  in  your 
vassal's  camp  and  dty— so  men  csU  me  in  respect  to 
yomr  Majesty— my  caatle  and  town  sre  yours,  and  my 
men  are  yours ;  so  it  is  mdifftrent  whether  my  men- 
at-arms  or  the  Scottish  Archers  miard  either  the  outer 
gate  or  defences  of  the  Caatle.— No,  by  Saint  Qeorse ! 
Peronne  is  a  virgin  fortres»-she  shall  not  lose  her 
repotation  by.any  neg^t  of  mme.  Maklens  must  be 
carefiiUy  watched,  my  royal  cousin,  if  we  would  have 
them  continue  to  live  in  good  ftme.^' 

"  Surelv,  fair  oousin,  and  I  altogether  agree  with 
you,"  said  the  King,  "  I  being  in  fact  more  mterested 

*  The  arriTal  of  three  brothen.  Prince*  of  the  Houie  ofSeTojrt 
'    ~         rhom  the  Kinf  had  long  detained  in 

^ . _,  Rivieie,  and  Uie  Seitnear  de  Orft.— 

who,  by  the  waj,  aa  a  ronanee  writer  of  a  pecaliar  tarn,  nint 
have  been  happiij  enoufh  introduced  into  Uie  preeent  work. 

■ -^^ "' -    theantt 

_ . ,-fld3r,  the  

oameljr.of  8aint  Andrew^  inapired  Louie  wUh*io  much  •ntpi* 
eion,  that  be  Tory  inipolitieallj  demanded  to  be  lodged  in  th» 
old  CaitJe  of  Peronne,  and  thui  rendered  bimeelf  an  abaoluia 
eapCiTn.--8ee  Comm^  Memotn/br  the  year  14$8. 

t  ThU  goetan,  very  indicative  of  a  fierce  character,  iatiao  by 
ro-tnattioo  a  diitinetaon  of  Bbalcapeara's  lUetaanl  IflL 


of  Moneeigneur  de  Lau,  w]  

prieoq,  of  Bin  Pooeet  de  Riviere,  and  the 


but  the  fate  ofthe  Euphulat  was  a  warning  to 

nblem  of  Burgund; 
ired  Louie  wtUi*io 


of  fheM  noblee  bearing  the  emblem  of  I 
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m  the  rqnitatipii  of  the  good  little  t^iwn  than  you  ore 
-~Peronne  beiog,  as  ^oo  knovir,  fair  cousin,  one  of 
those  upon  the  samenver  Somme,  which,  pledged  to 
four  father  of  happy  memory  for  redemption  of  mo- 
ney, are  liabJe  to  be  r^eemed  upon  repayment.  And, 
to  speak  truth,  coming,  like  an  noneat  debtor,  dispo- 
sed to  clear  on  my  obligations  of  every  kind,  I  have 
brought  here  a  few  sampler  mules  loaded  with  silver 
for  the  redemption— enough  to  maintain  even  your 
princely  and  royal  estabdahment,  fau-  cousin,  for  the 
space  of  three  years." 

"I  will  not  receive  a  penny  of  it,**  said  the  Duke, 
twirling  his  mustaches  s  "  the  day  of  redemption  is 
past,  mj  royal  cousm:  nor  was  there  ever  serious 
puzpose  that  the  ri^ht  should  be  exercised,  the  cession 
of  tnese  towns  beiox  the  sole  recompense  my  father 
ever  received  from  Pnnce,  when,  in  a  happy  hour  for 
your  family,  he  consented  to  forget  the  muixier  of  my 
grandfether,  and  to  exchange  the  alUanee  of  Endand 
lor  that  of  your  father.  Saint  Creorge !  if  he  had  not 
so  acted,  yoor  royal  self;  far  from  having  towns  on  the 
Sommei  could  scarce  have  kept  those  beyond  the 
liOire.  No— I  will  not  render  a  stone  of  thern^  were 
I  to  receive  for  every  stone  so  rendered  its  weight  in 
gold.  I  thank  Gk)d,  and  the  wisdom  and  valour  of 
my  ancestors,  that  the  revenues  of  Btigundy,  though 
it  be  but  a  duchy,  will  maintain  my  state,  even 
vrbtn  a  King;  is  my  guest,  without  obliging^  me  to 
barter  my  hentage." 

"  Well,  fair  cousin^"  answered  the  King,  with  the 
same  mild  and  placid  manner  as  before,  and  unper- 
turbed by  the  loud  tone  and  Solent  gestures  of  the 
Duke,  "  I  see  that  you  are  so  good  a  mend  to  France, 
that  you  are  nnwiinng  to  part  with  aught  that  belongs 
to  her.  But  we,  shall  need  some  moderator  in  these 
affairs  when  we  come  to  treat  of  tbem  in  council*- 
What  say  you  to  Samt  Paul  7" 

"Neither  Saint  Paul,  nor  Saint  Peter,  nor  e'er  a 
Saint  in  the  Calendar,"  said  the  Duke  of  Burgundy. 
"  shall  preach  me  out  of  the  possession  of  Peronne. 

"Nav,  but  you  mistake  me,"  said  King  Louis,  smi- 
ling I  I  mean  Louis  de  Luxembourgi  our  trusty  con- 
stable, the  Count  of  Saint  PauL—Ah !  Saint  Mary  of 
Embrun !  we  lack  but  his  head  at  our  conference ! 
the  best  head  in  France,  and  the  most  useful  to  the 
featoration  of  perfect  harmony  betwixt  us." 

"  By  Saint  George  of  Burgundy !"  said  the  Duke, 
"  I  marvel  to  hear  your  Majesty  talk  thus  of  a  man, 
&l8e  and  perjured  both  to  France  and  Bui^ndy— 
one,  who  hath  ever  endeavoured  to  fan  into  a  ikme 
our  frequent  differences,  and  that  with  the  purpose  of 
|dving  himself  the  airs  of  a  mediator.  I  swear  by  the 
Order  I  wear^  that  his  marshes  shall  not  be  long  a 
resource  for  him !" 

"  Be  not  so  warm,  cousin."  replied  the  King,  smi- 
ling, and  speaking  under  his  ureatti ;  **  when  I  wished 
for  the  constables  head^  as  a  means  of  ending  the 
settlement  of  our  trifiins  differences,  I  had  no  desire 
tat  his  bodiff  which  might  remain  at  Saint  Ctuen tin's 
with  much  convenience." 

^  "  Ho !  ho  I  Z  take  your  meaning;  my  royal  cousin," 
said  Charies,  with  the  same  dissonant  laugh  which 
some  other  of  the  King's  coarse  pleasantries  had  ex- 
torted, and  added^  stamping  with  his  heel  on  the 
ground,  "  I  allow,  m  that  sense,  the  head  of  the  Con- 
stable inigki  be  usefid  at  Peronne." 

These,  and  other  discourses,  bv  which  the  King 
mixed  hints  at  serious  affairs  amid  matters  of  mirth 
and  amusement,  did  not  follow  each  other  consecu- 
tively ;  but  were  adroitly  introduced  during  the  time 
of  the  banquet  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  during  a  subse- 
gwint  interview  in  the  Duke's  own  apartments,  and 
in  short,  as  occasion  seemed  to  render  the  introduc- 
■   'ion  of  such  delicate  subjects  easy  and  natural. 

Indeed,  however  rashly  Louis  Had  placed  himself 
n  a  risk,  which  the  Duke's  fiery  temper^  and  the  mu- 


sunken  rocks,  and  of  dangerous  shoals,  than  of  nfc 
anchorage. 

At  length  a  day  closed,  which  most  have  been  t 
wearisome  one  to  Louis,  from  the  constant  exenion, 
vigilance^  precaution,  and  attention,  which  his  Ba» 
tion  requD-ed,  as  it  was  a  day  of  constraint  to  tbeDoki; 
from  the  necessity  of  suppressing  the  viol«it  feeiqp 
to  which  he  was  in  the  general  habit  of  girisg  » 
controlled  vent 

No  sooner  had  the  latter  retired  into  his  owninii- 
ment,  after  he  had  taken  a  formal  leave  of  the  jDdc 
for  the  night,  than  he  gave  way  to  the  explorita^ 
passion  which  he  had  so  long  suppressed j  and  nuf 
an^oath  and  abusive  epithet,  as  his  jester;  Le  Gloneo, 
said,  "  fell  that  night  upon  beads  which  ther  ven 
never  coined  for,"— his  domestics  reapinj^  the  ceoflb 
of  that  hoard  of  injurious  language,  wnicfa  beeodd 
not  in  decency  bestow  on  his  ro>'al  guest,  eren  3 
hoB  absence,  and  which  was  yet  become  too  gratis 
be  alto^ther  suppressed.  Tbe  jests  of  the  clown  kd 
some  dfect  in  tranquillizing  the  Duke's  ajogrjr  mood; 
—he  laughed  loudly,  threw  the  jester  a  piece  of  old, 
caused  himself  to  be  disrobed  in  tranquilntr,  Bwalbi' 
ed  a  deep  cup  of  wine  and  spicei,  went  to  bed,  nd 
slept  soundly. 

Thecotto^«  of  King  Louis  is  moreworthyofiioliR 
than  that  of  Charles ;  for  the  violent  expresms  d 
exasperated  and  headlontf  passion,  asmdeeditbeloqEi 
more  to  the  brutal  than  the  intelligent  part  of  oeru- 
ture,  has  little  to  interest  ue,  in  compBiison  10  (k 
deep  worhing8t>f  a  vigorous  and  powerful  omd. 

Louis  was  escorted  to  the  lodgings  he  bad  dom 
m  the  Castle,  or  Citadel  of  Peronne,  bythednnber* 
lains  and  harbingers  of  the  Duke  of  Bummdj,  and 
received  at  the  entrance  by  a  strong  gaaiaflftfoai 
and  men-at-arms. 

As  he  descended  from  his  horse  to  croNtbedrtv* 
bridg&  over  a  moat  of  unusual  width  and  depti;  ce 
looked  on  the  sentinels,  and  observed  to  Cwsfl^ 
who  accompanied  him,  withothbrBurgun^wU^ 
"  They  wear  Saint  Andrew's  crosses— bui  w^  ^sm 
of  my  Scottish  Archers." 

"  you  will  find  them  as  ready  to  die  in  yptir  defeft 
Sire,"  said  the  Burgundian,  wnoee  sagadoMenM 
detected  in  the  King's  tone  of  speech  nfedm,^ 
doubtless  Louis  would  have  concealed  if  be  ccoii 
"  They  wear  the  Saint  Andrew's  Croee  as  tbe  aif«- 
dage  of  the  collar  of  the  €k>lden  Fleece,  my  misw 
the  Duke  of  Burgundy's  Order."  .     _ 

"  Do  I  not  know  it  T  9^\d  Louis,  showingAeolw 
which  he  himself  wore  in  compliment  tobisboei;  U 
is  one  of  the  dear  bonds  of  fraternity  which  ea?!'* 
tween  my  kind  brother  and  mvself.  Wearebroiba 
in  chivalry,  as  in  spiritual  reiationehip ;  oonsn'i'l 
birth,  and  friends  by  every  tie  of  kind  feeling  and  goC 
neighbourhood.- No  farther  than  the  base-roon,  K} 
noble  lords  and  gentlemen !  I  can  permit  yoiir  iita* 
ance  no  farthei^-you  have  done  meenon«h  of  giao- 

"  We  were  charged  by  the  Duke,"  said  D'Hymte 
court,  "to  bring  your  Majesty  to  your  lodinng-'y 
trust  your  Majesty  will  permit  us  to  obey  our  rooiteri 
command."  .  »,  _^ 

"In  this  small  matter,"  said  the  King,  "Hn« 
you  will  allow  my  command  to  outweij^n  m^ 
with  you  his  liege  subjecta— I  am  soniethmg  in*^ 
sed.  my  lords— something  fatigued.  Great  pietaw 
hath  its  toils,  as  well  as  great  pam.  I  trust  »  »* 
joy.  your  socjety  better  to- morrow.— And  yours  t<j 
Seignior  Philip  of  Comines— I  am  told  you  are  w 
annalist  of  the  time— we  that  desire  to  hareanOTj 
in  historv,  must  speak  you  fair,  for  roon  ffnvfojjTpffl 
hath  a  sharp  point,  when  you  will.— Good-nignt,  m 
lords  and  gentles,  to  all  and  each  of  vou."         . . 

The  Loitls  of  Burgundy  retired,,  mwch  prcaw  ^J 
the  grace  of  Louis's  manner,  and  the  arifcl  d'f^"^^ 
tion  of  his  attentions;  and  the  King  was  leltwira 


Italian.,   TTtu\^ii  Mio  4^uA.c  a  uc»y  iciu|/ci^  oiiu  iiic  Jiiu-      uuii  W    1110  Bliuiuiuiie  ;    unu    IIIC  rvinp   nao  ■"--     . 

taal  subjects  of  exasperated  enmity  which  subsisted*  only  one  or  two  of  his  own  personal  followep.  vt^ 
•   betwixt  them,  rendered  of  doubtful  and  perilous  issue,    the  archway  of  the  base-court  of  the  ^"'"^o^ 


never  pilot  on  an  unknown  coast  conducted  himself 
with  more  firmness  and  prudence.  He  seemed  to 
sound,  with  the  utmost  address  and  precision,  the 
depths  and  shallows  of  his  rival's  mind  and  temper, 
and  manifested  neither  doubt  nor  fear,  Nvhen  the  re- 
"Sult  of  his  experiments  discovered  much  more  of 


ronne,  lookmg  on  the  huge  tower  which  occupwjonj 
of  the  angles,  being  in  fact  the  Donjon,  or  m^ 
Keep,  of  the  place.  This  tall,  dark,  mntme  bmw^ 
was  seen  clearly  by  the  same  moon  which  ww  "P" 
ingQucntin  Durward  betwixt  Charleroi  and  reronw 
which,  as  the  reader  is  aware,  shone  wW  p««*" 
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mtxe,  TbeaneatlCeepwasinformnearlvresembliiMrl 
thd  White  Tower  in  the  Citadel  of  Lonaon,  but  atill 
D)ore  ancient  in  its  architecture,  deriving  its  date,  as 
Rras  affirmed,  from  the  days  of  Charlemagne.  The 
iraUs  were  of  a  tremendous  thickness,  the  windows 
rery  small  and  grated  with  bars  of  iron,  and  the  huge 
slumsy  bulk  of  the  building  cast  a  dark  and  porten- 
:oiis  shadow  over  the  whole  of  the  court-yard. 

**  I  am  not  to  be  lodged  there  f*  the  dng  said,  with 
I  shudder,  that  had  something  in  it  omuioua 

**No,"  replied  the  gray-headed  seneschal,  who  at* 
ended  upon  him  .unbonneted— "  God  forbid !— Your 
Haiesty's  apartments  are  prepared  in  these  lower 
>uilaings  which  are  hard  by,  and  in  which  King  John 
ilept  two  nights  before  the  oattle  of  Poitiers." 

"  Hum— that  is  no  luqky  omen  neither*'— muttered 
he  King ;  "  but  what  of  the  Tower,  my  old  fiiend  1 
md  why  should  you  desire  of  Heaven  that  I  may  not 
>e  there  lodged  r' 

*'Nay,  mjr  gracious  liege,"  siud  the  seneschal,  '*I 
tnow  no  evil  of  the  Tower  at  all— only  that  the  sen- 
inels  ^a]r  lights  are  seen,  and  strange  noises  heard 
n  it,  at  night ;  and  there  are  reasons  why  that  may 
ie  the  case,  for  anciently  ft  was  used  as  a  state  prison, 
ind  there  are  many  tales  of  deeds  which  have  been 
lone  in  it" 

Louis  asked  no  farther  questions;  for  no  man  was 
nore  bound  than  he  to  respect  the  secrets  of  a  prison- 
louse.  At  the  door  of  the  apartments  destined  for 
lis  use,  which.  thouf;h  of  later  date  than  the  Tower, 
vere  still  both  ancient  and  gloomy,  stood  a  small 
)arty  of  the  Scottish  Quard,  which  the  Duke,  although 
le  declined  to  concede  the  point  to  Louis,  had  onlered 
o  be  introduced,  so  as  to  be  near  the  person  of  their 
naster.  The  faithful  Lord  Crawford  was  at  their  head. 

**  Crawford— my  honest  and  faithful  Crawford," 
laid  the  Kina  **  where  hast  thou  been  to-day?— Are 
he  lords  of  Burgundy  so  inhospitable  as  to  neglect 
me  of  the  bravest  and  most  noble  gentlemen  that 
rver  trode  a  court?— I  saw  you  not  at  thto  banquet" 

"  I  declined  it  ray  liege,"  said  Crawford—  times 
ire  changed  with  me.  The  day  has  been  that  I  could 
lave  ventured  a  carouse  with  the  best  man  in  Bur- 
nmdy,  and  that  in  the  juice  of  his  own  grape :  but  a 
natter  of  four  pints  now  flusters  me,  and  I  think  it 
»>noerns  your  Majesty's  service  to  set  in  this  an  ex- 
unple  to  my  callants.^' 

"^Thou  art  ever  prudent."  said  the  King ;  "  but  sure- 
V  your  toil  is  the  less  when  vou  have  so  few  men  to 
x>mmand  ?— and  a  time  of  festivity,  requires  not  so 
levere  self-denial  on  your  part  as  a  time  of  danger." 

"If  I  have  few  men  to  command,"  said  Crawford, 
*  I  have  the  more  need  to  keep  the  knaves  in  fitting 
x>ndition ;  and  whether  this  ousiness  be  like  to  end 
n  feasting  or  figiiling,  God  and  your  Majesty  know 
letter  than  old  John  of  Crawford." 

"You  surely  do  not  apprehend  any  danger  7"  said 
he  King  hastily,  yet  in  tt  whisper. 

"Not  I,"  answered  Crawford ;  "  I  wish  I  did  j  for, 
L8  old  Earl  Tineman^  used  to  say,  apprehended  dan- 
ters  may  be  always  defended  dangers.— The  word  for 
he  night,  if  your  Mo^ty  pleases?" 

"  Let  it  be  BurKundy,  in  honour  of  our  host  and  of 
.  liquor  thar  you  love,  Crawford." 

*•  I  will  quarrel  with  neither  Duke  nor  drink,  so  call- 
d,"  said  Crawford,  "  provided  always  that  both  be 
o  und.    A  good  night  to  your  Majesty  !'* 


"  A  good  night,  my  trusty  Scot,^  said  the  King,  and 
a  ssed  on  to  his  apartments. 

At  the  door  of  his  bedroom  Le  Balafr^  was  placed 
entinel.  **  Follow  me  hither,"  said  the  King,  ajs  he 
lassed  him ;  and  the  Archer  accordingly,  like  a  piece 
»f  machinery  put  in  motion  by  aq  artist,  strode  after 
tim  into  the  apartment,  and  remained  there  fixed,  si- 
ent,  and  motioiTl|ss&  attending  the  royal  command. 

"  Have  you  heard  from  that  wandering  Paladin, 
rour  nephew?"  said  the  King;  "for  he  hath  been 
ost  to  us,  since,  like  a  young  knight  who  had  set  put 
ipotniis  first  adventurer  he  sent  us  home  two  priso- 
Mrs,  as  the  first  fhiits  ox  his  chivalry." 

"  My  brd  I  heard  something  oi  that,"  said  Bala- 

[T& :  "  and  X  hope  your  Majesty  will  believe,- that  if  he 

iiatn  acted,  wrongfully,  it  was  in  no  shape  by  my 

*  Aa  £afl  of  Oouflas,  to  calM. 


precept  or  example,  since  I  never  was  so  bold  as  to 
unhorse  any  of  your  Majesty's  most  illustrious  house, 
better  knowing  mv  own  condition,  and" — - 

**  Be  silent  on  that  point,"  said  the  Kmg;  "your 
nephew  did  his  duty  in  the  matter." 

**  There  indeed,"  continued  Balafr^,  "  he  had  the 
cue  from  me.—'  Quentin,'  said  I  to  him, '  whatever    i 
comes  of  it,  remember  you  belong  to  the  Scottish  Ar- 
cher-guard, and  do  your  duty  whatever  comes  on't.* " 

"I  guessed  he  had  some  such  exquisite instructer,'* 
said  Louis ;  ",  but  it  concerns  me  that  you  answer 
my  first  question— Have  you  heard  of  your  nephew  of 
late?— Stand  aback,  my  niasters,"  ne  added,  ad-  • 
dressing  the  gentlemen  of  his  chamber,  "  for  this 
concerpeth  no  ears  but  mine." 

"  Surely,  please  your  Majesty,"  said  Balafrf,  "  I 
have  seen  this  very  evening  the  eroom  Chariot,  whom 
my  kinsman  dispatched  from  Liege,  or  some  castle 
of^  the  Bishop's  which  is  near  it,  ana  where  he  hath 
lodged  the  ladies  of  Croye  in  safety." 

Now  our  Lady  of  Heaven  be  praised  for  it !" 
said  the  King.  "  Art  thou  sure  of  it?— sure  of  the 
good  news?*'^ 

"  As  sure^as  I  can  be  of  aught,"  said  L«  Balafir^ ; 
"  the  fellow^  I  think,  hath  letters  for  your  Majesty 
from  the  ladies  of  Cfoye." 

"  Haste  to  get  them,"  said  the  King—"  Give  thy 
harquebuss  to  one  of  these  knaves— to  OHver— to  any 
one.— Now  our  Lady  of  Embrun  be  praised !  and  sil- 
ver shall  be  the  screen  that  surrounds  her  high  altar!" 

Louis,  in  thb  fit  of  gratitude  and  devotion,  doffed, 
as  usual,  his  hat  selected  from  the  figures  with  which 
it  was  garnished  that  which  represented  his  favourite 
image  of  the  Yirgin,  placed  it  on  a  table,  and.  kneel- 
ing down,  repeated  reverently  the  vow  he  had  made. 

The  groom,  being  the  first  meeseneer  whom  Dur- 
ward  had  dispatched  ftom  Schonwaldt,  was  now  in- 
troduced with  his  letters.  They  were  addressed  to 
the  King  by  the  ladies  of  Croye,  and  barely  thanked 
him  in  very  cold  terms  for  his  courtesy  while  at  his 
C9urt,  and,  something  more  warmly,  for  having  per- 
mitted them  to  retire,  and  sent  them  in  safety  from 


his  dominions  \  expressions  at  which  Louis  laughed 
very  heartily,  instead  of  resenting  them.  He  then 
demanded  of  Chariot,  with  obvious  interest,  whether 
they  had  not  sustained  some  alarm  or  attack  upon 
the  road  ?  Chariot,  a  stupid  fellow,  and  selected  for 
that  quality,  gave  a  very  confused  account  of  the  af- 
fray in  which  his  companion,  the  Gascon,  had  been 
killed,  but  knew  of  no  o ther.  Again  Louis  demanded 
of  him,  minutely  and  particularly,  the  route  which 
the  party  had  taken  to  Liege ;  and  seemed  much  in- 
terested when  he  was  hiformed,  in  reply,  that  they 
had.  upon  approaching Namur,  kept  the  more  direct* 
road  to  Liege,  upon  the  right'oank  of  the  Maes,  in- 
stead of  the  leh  bank,  as  recommended  in  their  route. 
The  King  then  ordered  the  man  a  small  nresent.  and 
dismissed  him,  disgnising  the  anxiety  ne  had  ex- 
pressed, as*  if  it  only  concerned  the  ^fety  of  the  la- 
dies of  Croye. 

Yet  the  news,  though  they  inferred  the  failure  of 
one  of  his  own  fevouriteplans,  seemed  to  ihiply  morts 
internal  satisfaction  on  the  King's  part  than  he  would 
have  probably  indicated  in  a  caseof  brilliant  success. 
He  sighed  like  one  whose  breast  has  been  relieved 
from  a  heavy  burden,  muttered  his  devotional  ac- 
knowledgments with  an  air  of  deep  sanctity,  raised 
up  his  eyes,  and  hatftened  to  adjust  newer  and  surer 
schemes  of  ambition.         ,  9 

With  such  purpose,  Louis  ordered  the  attendance 
of  his  astrologer,  Martina  Gajeotti,  who  ap)>eared 
with  his  usual  air  of  assumed  dignity,  yet  not  without 
a  shade  of  uncertainty  on  his  brow,  as  if  he  had 
doubted  the  King's  kind  reception.  It  wa^,  however, 
favourable,  even  beyond  the  warmest  which  he  had 
ever  met  with  at  any  former  interview.  Louis  termed 
him  his  Mend,  his  lather  in  the  sciences— the  glass  by 
which  a  king  should  look  into  distant  futurity*— and 
concluded  by  thrusting  on  his  finger  a  ring  of  very 
considerable  value.  Galeotti,  not  aware  of  the  cir- 
cumstances which  had  thus  suddenly  raised  his  cha- 
racter in  the  estimation  of  Louis,  yet  understood  his 
own  profession  too  well  to  let  that  ignorance  be  seen. 
I  He  received  with  grave  modesty  thepnusea  of  Loujii 
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which  he  contended  were  only  dne  to  the  nobknesa. 
of  the  science  which  he  practioed,  a  adenoe  the  rather 
the  more  deserving  of  admh^tion  on  account  of  its 
woricing  miracles  through  means  of  so  feeble  an 
agent  as  himself;  and  he,  and  the  King  took  leave, 
for  once  much  satisfied  with  each  other. 

On  the  Astrologer's  departure,  Louis  threw  himself 
into  a  chair,  and  appearing  much  exhausted,  dis- 
missi'd  the  rest  of  hjs  attendants,  ezci^ting  Oliver 
alone,  who,  creeping  around  with  sentle  assiduity 
and  noiseless  step,  assisted  him  in  the  task  of  pre- 
paring for  repose. 

While  he  received  this  assistance,  the  King,  unlike 
to  his  wont,  was  so  silent  and  passive,  that  his  at- 
tendant was  struck  by  the  unusual  change  in  his  de- 
^portm^nt.  The  worst mindshave often sometiynat  of 
good  principle  in  there— banditti  show  fidelity  to  ineir 
cap  tarn,  and  sometimes  a  protected  and  prompted 
favourite  has  felt  a  gleam  of  sincere  interest  in  the 
monarch  to  whom  he  owed  his  greatness.  Oliver  le 
Diable,  le  Mauvais,  (or  by  whatever  other  name  he  was 
called  expressive  of  his  evil  proi>ensitie8,)  was,  never- 
theless, s^rcely  so  completely  id^^ntified  with  Satan 
as  not  to  teel  some  touch  of  grateftil  feeling  for  his 
master  in  this  singular  cotKlition.  when,  as  it  seemed, 
his  fate  was  deeplyiaterested,  and  his  strength  seemed 
to,  be  exhaustedf  After  for  a  snort  tinie  rendering  to  the 
King  in  silence  the  usual  services  paid  by  a  servant  to 
hi|  master  at  the  toilet,  the  attendant  was  at  length 
tempted  to  say,  with  the  ireedom  which  his  Sove- 
reign's indulgence  had  permitted  him  ih  midk  circum- 
stances, **  Ttte-dieti^  Sire,  you  seem  «8  if  you  had 
lost  a  battle;  and  yet  I,  who  was  near  your  Majesty 
durinir  this  whole  day,  never  knew  you  fight  a  field 
80  gallantly." 

T A  field !"  said  King  Louis,  looking  up,  and  as- 
suming his  wonted  causticity  of  tone  and  manner ; 
"  Pastjues-dieu^  ray  friend  Ohver,  say  I  have  kept  the 
arena  m  a  bull-fight ;  for  a  blinder,  and  more  stub- 
born, untameable,  uncontrollable  brute,  than  our 
cousm  of  Burgundy,  never  existed,  save  in  the  shape 
of  a  Murcian  oulL  trained  for  the  bull-feasts.— Well, 
let  it  pass— I  dodged  him  bravely.  But,  Oliver,  re- 
joice with  me  that  my  plans  in  ^Flandera  have  not 
taken  eflect,  whether  as  concerning  those  two  ram- 
bling Princesses  of  Croye,  or  in  Oege— you  under- 
stand me?" 

"  In  faith.  I  do  not,  Sire,"  replied  Oliver;  "it  is 
impossible  tor  me  to  congratulate  your  Majesty  on 
the  failure  of  your  favourite  schemes,  unless  you  tell 
me  some  reason  for  the  change  m  your  own  voshes 
and  views." 

,  *^  Na}["  answered  the  Km^  "  there  is  no  change  in 
either,  m  a  general  view.  But,  Pae^es-^Ueu^  my 
friend,  I  have  this  day  learned  more  of  Duke  Charles 
than  I  before  knew.  When  he  was  Count  derChara- 
loia,  in  the  lime  of  the  old  Duke  Philip  and  the  ba- 
nished Dauphin  of  France,  we  drank,  and  hunted, 
and  rambled  togethei^and  many  a  wild  adventure 
we  have  had.  And  in  those  days  1  had  a  decided  ad- 
vantage over  him— like  that  which  a.  strong  spirit 
naturally  assumes  over  a  weak  one.  But  ne  has 
■mce  changed— has  become  a  dogged,  daring,  as- 
suming, disputations  dogmatist,  who  nourishes  an 
obvious  wish  to  drive  matters  to  extremities,  while  he 
thinks  he  has  the  game  in  his  own  hands.  I  was 
eompelled  to  glide  as  gently  away  firom  each  ofifensive 
topic,  as  if  I  touched  rod-not  iron.  I  did  but  hint  at 
the  possibilitjr  of  those  erratic  Countesses  ofCroye^ 
ere  they  attained  Liege,  (for  thither  I  firankly  con- 
fessed that,  to  the  beat  of  my  belief^  they  were  gone,) 
fallmg  ipco  the  hands  of  some  wild  snapper  upon 
the  frontiers,  and.  Pasguts-dieu !  you  would  have 
thought  I  had  spoken  of  sacrilege.  It  is  needless  to 
tell  you  what  he  said,  and  quite  enough  to  say,  that  I 
would  have  held  my  head  s  safety  very  insecure,  if^ 
in  that  moment,  accounts  had  been  brought  of  the 
success  of  thy  friend,  William  with  the  Beard,  in  his 
and  thy  honest  scheme  of  bettering  hunself  by  mar- 
riage.''    , 

"No  friend  of  wtne,  if  it  please  your  Mwesty,"  said 
Oliver—"  neither  friend  nor  olan  of  mine." 

"True,  Oliver,"  answered  the  King;  "  thy  plan 
liad  not  been  to  wed,  but  to  shave  such  a  bridegroom. 


Well,  thou  didst  wish  her  as  bad  a  one.  vhes  tha 
(fidst  modestly  hint  at  thyself.  Howsfer,  drat 
lucky  the  man  who  has  hernot;  forbaB^dnir,ai 

rrter,  were  the  most  gentle  woids  which  mygn- 
cousin  spoke  of  him  who  shouM  wed  the  pa^ 
Countess,  his  vassal^  without  his  moat  ducal  pemi- 


,  as  jealous  of  any  distil 
'•-^r'sskedtheiiTOWe. 


"  And  he  is,  donbtl 
ances  in  the  good  town  of  

"  As  mucn.  or  much  more  so,"  repfied  the  Ijik 
*'  as  your  understanding  ma^F  easily  anticipate;  n, 
ever  smce  I  resolved  on  commg  hither,  mjmm» 
gen  have  been  m  Liege,  to  repress,  tor  the  pren^ 
every  movement  to  insurrectkm;  and  mynrrb^ 
and  Dustlipg  friend^  Rouslaer  snd  Parilkni,  haiev- 
ders  to  be  quiet  as  a  mouse  until  this  happy  necftii 
between  my  cousin  and  me  is  over.'" 

**  Judging  then,  from  yourM^jest]^8aoooiiDt,"ai< 
Oliver,  dryly,  "the  utmost  to  be  hoped  from  ii 
meeting  is,  that  it  should  not  make  your  condiii] 
worse  7--Surely  this  is  like  the  crane  that  tknisih 
head  into  the  fox's  mouth,  Snd  was  glad  to  thii 
her^od  fortune  that  it  was  not  bitten  off  Y^jw 
Majesty  seemed  deeply  obliged  even  now  to  the  m 
philosopher  who  encouraged  yoa  to  play  to  bopeni 
game.' 

**No  game,"  said  the  King;  sharply,  "iiioh 
despaired  of  imtil  it  is  lost,  ana  that  I  baveooieM 
to  expect  it  will  be  in  my  own  case.  On  theei»tr^ 
if  nothing  oocure  to  snr  the  rage  of  thaman 
madman,  I  am  sure  of  victory:  and  WRly,IuMi 
a  little  obliged  ip  the  skill  which  selecM  ibrM 
scent,  as  the  conductor  of  the  ladies  of  CnJi^  a  1^ 
whose  horoscope  so  far  corresponded  with  vm,  rat 
he  hath  saved  me  Stom  danger,  even  bf^{^ 
obedience  ^f  my  own  commands,  and  wot v 
route  wbjch  avoided  De  la  Marck's  afflhssode, 

"Your  Majesty,"  said  Oliver,  "m«yfi»jiB!V 
agents  who  will  serve  you  on  the  tonawKtsv 
rather  after  their  own  pleasure  than  pB  bibik* 
twns."  ^ , . 

"Nay,  nay,  Oliver,"  said  Louis,  hnpatwfc.  « 
heathen  poet  speaks  of  Vdta  diu  erovdito fi«Wi 
—wishes,  that  i&  which  the  saints  gnnt  to »■ 
thor  wrath ;  ana  such,  in  the  circunMitnc»iTO 
have  been  the  success  of  WiUism  de  la  V^^^ffi 
ploitj  bad  it  taken  place  about  this  time,  nf^J 

Sm  m  the  power  of  this  Duke  of  Bagmj-:^ 
tils  my  own  art  foresaw— fortified  by  uai  «J* 
leotti;— that  is,  I  foresaw  not  &e  miscimaffatt 
la  Marek's  undertaking,  but  I  foresaw  that  the  ff 
pedition  of  yonder  Scottish  Areher  shonMoidw 
pily  for  me— and  such  has  been  the  ^"ne^mom* ' 
a  manner  different  from  what  I  expected;  wr  ■ 
stars,  though  they  foretell  general  rcwlta,  uej 
silent  on  the  means  by  which  such  are  acaHDpw 
being  often  the  very  reverse  of  what  we  exp«ii  J 
even  desire.— But  why  talk  I  of  these  iDy«*p^ 
thee,  Oliver,  who  art  m  so  fkr  worse  than  theij 
devil,  who  is  thy  namesake,  since  lie  beli«j«s  ■ 
trembles:  whereas  thou  art  an  infidel  hoih  w * 
ligion  and  to  ^science,  and  wilt  remain  *»  ml  »» 
own  destiny  is  accomplished,  which,  as  thv  Mr 
scope  and  physiognomy  alike  assure  me,  vuIkV 
the  intervention  01  the  flbhllows  I"  ,    ^ 

"And  if  it  indeed  shall  be  so,"  said  OLvct,  ntj 
signed  tone  of  voice,  "  it  will  be  fo  ordered,  bgw 
I  was  too  grateful  a  servant  to  hesitate  at  exeowi 
the  ^mmands  of  my  royal  master."  „--^ 

Louis  buret  into  his  usual  sardonic  langh.—  y" 
hast  broke  thy  lance  on  me  fairly,  Oliver;  ioolJ 
Our  Lady,  thou  art  right,  for  I  defied  thee  to  it.  wj 
prithee,  tell  me  m  sadness,  dost  thou  .d^^JS 
thing  m  these  men's  measures  towards  vs,  *«■" 
may  argue  any  suspicion  of  ill  usage  f  . .  __  .^ 

*^My  liege,''  replied  Oliver,  "your  M««ty,«g 
yonder  learned  philosopher,  look  for  ^^^-SZ 
stare  and  heavenly  host— I  am  an  e>rt'*'y'*S!xS 
coneider  but  the  things  connected  with  my^Tjl 
But,  methinks,  there  is  a  lack  of  tli»t  rtrow  «• 
precise  attention  on  your  Majesty,  which  men  mjj 
to  a  welcome  guest  of  a  degree  so  far  w'^^SI 
The  Duke,  to-night,  pleaded  weariness,  «».  fj 
your  Majesty  not  farther  than  to  the  street,  leswi"' 
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dM  officen  of  h»  household  the  task  of  oonreying 
you  to  your  lodginin.  The  loomfl  hen  are  haelity 
and  carekwely  fitted  up— the  tapestry  is  hung  up 
awry— and,  in  one  pf  the  pieces,  as  tou  may  observe, 


.  he  King. '  "  When  did  you  erer  know  me  concerned 
about  such  trifles  as  these  T' 

'*  Not  on  their  own  account  are  they  worth  notice," 
said  Qliver ;  **  but  as  intimating  the  degree  of  esteem 
in  which  tiie  officers  of  the  Duke's  household  obsenre 
vour  Grace  to  be  held  by  him.  Believe  me,  that  had 
nk  desire  seemed  sincere  that  your  reception  should 
be  in  all  points  marked  by  scrupulous  attention,  the 
seal  of  his  people  would  nave  made  minutes  do  the 
work  of  days— And  when,"  he  added,  pointing  to  the 
basin  and  ewer,  '*  ^s  the  furniture  or  your  Majesty's 
t^et  of  other  substance  than  silver  V 

"  Nay,"  said  the  King,  with  a  constrained  smile, 
'*  that  fast  remark  upon  tbashavmg  utensils,  Oliver, 
is  too  much  in  the  style  of  thine  ownpecuUar  occu- 
pation to  be  combated  by  any  one.— True  it  i&  that 
when  I  was  only  a  retugee,  and  an  exile,  1  was 
served  upon  gold-plate  by  order  of  the  same  Charles, 
who  accounted  silver  too  mean  for  the  Dauphin^ 
though  he  seems  to  hold  that  metal  too  rich  for  the 
King  of  France:  Well,  Oliver,  we  will  to  bed— Our 
resolution  has  been  made  and  executed ;  there  is 
nothing  to  be  done  but  to  play  manfully  thf  game  on 
which  we  have  entered.  I  know  that  my  cousin  of 
Burgundy,  like  other  wild  bolls,  shuts  his  eyes  when 
ha  begins  nis  career.  I  have  but  to  watch  that  mo- 
laeiH,  like  one  of  the  tanridors  whom  we  saw  at 
Bttigos,  and  his  impeluosity  places  him  at  my 
mercy." 


CHAPTER  XXVIL 

ma  axpLOsioM. 

Tw  li^Miinf  fear,  and  damb  aroa^eraoatall, 
Whea  W  Uie  startled  eye,  the  middeii  glanee 
Awtsuu  tu  aoutb,  eraptira  thnnifh  the  clond. 

Taomoa'i  0wMii«r. 


Ths  preceding  cnapter,  agreeaDle  to  its  title,  vnis 
designed  as  a  ntrospect.  whuh  might  enable  the 
reader  fully  to  understand  the  terms  upon  which  the 
King  of  France  and  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  stood 
together,  when  the  former,  movodi  partly  perhaps  by 
his  belief  m  astrology,  which  was  represented  as 
favourable  to  the  issue  of  such  a  measure,  and  in  a 
great  measure  doubtless  by  the  conscious  superiority 
of  his  own  powers  of  mmd  over  those  of  Charles, 
had  adopted  the  extraordinsry,  and  upon  any  other 
ground  altogether  inexplicable,  resolution  of  com- 
mitting his  person  to  the  foith  of  a  fierce  and  exas- 
perated enemy— a  resolution  also  the  more  rash  aijd 
unaccountable,  as  there  were  various  examples  in 
that  stormy  time  to  show,  that  8afe-c>onducts,  how- 
ever solemnly  plighted,  had  proved  no  assurance  for 
those  in  whose  favour  they  were  conceived ;  and  in- 
deed the  murder  of  the^ Duke's  grandfather,  at  the 
Brid^  of  Montereau,  in  presence  pf  the  father  of 
Louis,  and  at  an  interview  solemnlv  agreed  upon  for 
the  establishment  of  peace  and  arnesty,  was  a  hor- 
rible precedent,  should  the  Duke  ue  disposed  to  resort 
to  it. 

But  the  temper  of  Charles,  though  rough,  fierou 
headlong,  and  uayiekling,  was  not,  unless  m  the  full 
Ude  of  passion,  faithless  or  ungenerouSrfaults  which 
usually  belong  to  colder  dispositions.  He  was  at  no 
pains  to  show  the  King  more  courtesy  than  the  laws 
of  hospitality,  positively  demanded ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  be  evinced  no  purpose  of  overleaping  their 
•acred  barriers. 

On  the  foiiuwing  morning  after  the  Slmf  s  arrival, 
there  was  a  general  muster  of  the  troo«s  of  the  Duke 


l^rcai  rival,   indeed,  while  he  paid  the  necessary  com 
plimentof  a  vassal  to  his  Suzerain,  in  declaring  that 
these  troops  were  the  King's^  and  not  his  own,  the 
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curl  of  his  upper  1ip|  snd  the  proud  glance  of  his  ya. 
intimated  his  consciousness,  that  the  words  he  used 
were  but  emnty  compliment,  and  that  his  fine  army, 
at  his  own  unlimited  disposal,  was  as  ready  to  marcn 
against  Pans  as  in  any  other  direction.  It  must 
have  added  to  Louis's  mortification,  that  he  recog- 
nised, as  forming  part  of  this  host,  many  banners  of 
French  nobiKty,  not  only  of  Normandy  and  Bretagne, 
but  of  provinces  more  immediately  subjected  to  his 
own  authority,  who,  from  various  causes  of  discon- 
tent, had  Joined  and  made  common  cause  with  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy. 

True  to  his  character,  however,  Louis  seemed  to 
take  little  notice  of  these  male<'ontents^  while,  in  fact, 
he  was  revolving  in  his  mind  the  vanous  means  by 
which  it  might  be  possible  to  detach  them  from  the 
banners  of  Burgundy,  and  bring  them  back  to  his 
own,  and  resolved  for  that  purpose,  that  he  would 
cause  those  to  whom  he  attached  the  greatest  im- 
portance to  be  secretly  sounded  by  Oliver  and  other 
agents. 

He  himself  laboured  diligently,  but  at  the  same 
time  cautiously,  to  make  interest  with  the  Duke's 
chief  officers  and  advisers,  employing  for  that  pur- 
pose the  usual  means  of  familiar  and  nequent  notice, 
adroit  flattery,  and  liberal  presents ;  not,  as  he  repre- 
sented, to  alienate  their  iaithfiil  services  firom  their 
noble  master,  but  that  they  might  lend  their  aid  m 
preserving  peace  betwixt  France  and  Burgundy,— mT 
end  so  excellent  in  itself^  and  so  obviously  tenmng  ta 
the  welfare  of  both  countries,  and  of  the  reigning 
Princes  of  either. 

The  nonce  of  so  great  and  so  wise  a  King  was  in 
itself  a  mighty  bribe;  promises  did  much,  and  direct 
sifts,  which  the  customs  of  the  time  permitted  the 
Burgundian  courtiers  to  accept  without  scruple,  did 
still  more.  During  a  boar-hunt  ii)  the  forest,  while 
the  DukcL  eager  always  upon  the  un mediate  object, 
whether  business  or  pleasure,  gave  himself  entir^y 
up  to  the  ardour  of  the  chase,  Louis,  unrestrained  by 
his  presence,  sought  and  found  the  means  of  speak- 
mg  secretly  and  separately  to  many  of  those  who 
were  r^orted  to  have  most  interest  with  Charles, 
among  whom  D'Hymbercourt  and  Comines  were 
not  forgotten :  nor  did  he  fail  to  mix  u]^  the  advances 
which  he  made  towards  those  two  diatmguished  pel- 
sons  with  praises  of  the  valour  and  military  skill  of 
the  first,  and  of  the  profound  sagacity  ana  literary 
talents  of  the  fiiture  historian  of  the  penod. 
.  Such  an  opportunity  of  personally  conciliating,  or, 
if  the  reader  pleases,  oomiptinA  the  ministers  of 
Charles,  was  perhaps  what  the  King  had  proposed 
to  himself,  as  a  principal  object  of  his  visit  even  if 
his  art  should  fail  to  cajole  the  Duke  himself.  Th« 
connexion  betwixt  France  and  Burgundy  waa'  so 
close,  that  most  of  the  nobles  helon^^g  to  the  latter 
f^^untry  had  hopes  or  actual  interests  connected  with 
the  former,  which  the  favour  of  Louis  could  advance, 
or  his  personal  displeasure  destroy.  Fonned  for  this 
and  every  other  species  of  intrigue,  liberal  to  profu- 
sion when  it  was  necessary  to  advance  his  plans,  and 
skilful  in  putting  the  most  plausible  colour  upon  his 
proposals  and  presents,  the  Kang  contrived  to  recon- 
cile the  spirit  of  the  proud  to  their  profit,  and  to  hold 
out  to  the  real  or  pretended  patriot  the  good  of  both 
France  and  Burgundy,  as  the  ostensible  motive  i 
whilst  the  party's  own  private  interest,  like  the  con- 
cealed wheel  of  some  machine,  worked  not  the  lees 
powerfully  that  its  operations  were  kept  out  of  sight. 
For  each  man  he  had  a  aui table  bai^  and  a  proper 
mode  of  presenting  it:  he  poured  the 'guerdon  into 
the,  sleeve  of  those  who  were  too  proud  to  extend 
their  hand,  and  trusted  that  his  bounty^  though  it 
descended  like  the  dew,  without  noise  ana  impercepti- 
bly, would  not  fail  to  produce^  in  due  seasoiL  a  pien- 
tiful  croD  of  good  will  at  least,  perhaps  pf  good  offices^ 
to  the  donor.  In  fin^  although  he  had  been  long 
paving  the  way  by  his  ministers  for  an  establishment 
of  such  an  interest  in  the  Court  of  Burgundy,  as 
should  be  advantageous  to  the  interests  of  France,  , 
Louis's  own  personal  exertions,  directed  doubthissbv 
the  information  of  which  he  was  previously possessett 
did  more  to  accomplish  that  object  in  a  few  bouM 
than  hu  agents  had  effected  in  yeais  of  negotiatiou. 
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One  raan  alone  the  King  missed,  whom  he  ha3 
been  particularly  desirous  of  conciliating,  and  that 
was  tne  Count  de  Cr^vecoDur.  whose  fiminesa,  dur- 
ing his  conduct  as  Envoy  atPk'ssis,  far  itom  exciting 
Louis's  resentment,  had  been  viewtni  a«  a  reason  for 
making  him  his  own  if  possible.  He  was  not  parti- 
cularly gratified  when  he  learnt  that  the  Count,  at 
thd  hoaa  of  a  hundred  lances,  was  gone  towards  the 
frontiers  of  Brabant,  to  assist  the  Bishop,  in  case  of 
necessity,  against  William  de  la  Marck  and  his  dia- 
cpntentca  subjects;  but  he  consoled  himself^  that 
the  appearance  of  this  force,  ioinod  with  the  di- 
rections which  he  had  sent  oy  faithful  messen- 
gers, would  serve  to  prevent  any  premature  distur- 
bances in  that  country,  the  breakmg  out  of  which 
mighty  he  foresaw,  render  his  present  situation  very 
precanous. 

The  Court  upon  this  occasion  dined  in  the  forest 
when  the  hour  of  noon  arrived,  as  was  common  in 
thoye  great  hunting  parties ;  an  arrangement  at  this 
time  particular!  V  agreeable  to  the  Duke,  desirous  as 
lie  was  to  abridge  that  ceremonious  and  deferential 
solemnity  with  which  he  was, otherwise  under  the 
necessity  of  receiving  King  Louis.  In  fact,  the  King's 
knowledge  of  human  nature  had  in  one  particular 
misled  him  on  this  remarkable  occasion.  He  thought 
that  the  Duke  would  have  been  inexpresmbly  flatter^ 
ed  to  have  recei^d  such  a  mark  of  condescension 
and  confidence  from  his  liege  lord ;  but  he  forgot  that 
the  dependence  of  this  Dukedom  upon  the  Crown  of 
Prance  was  privately  the  subject  of  gaUing  mortifica- 
tion to  a  Prince  so  powerful,  so  wealthy,  and  so  proud 
as  Charles,  whose  aim  it  certainly  was  to  estabHsh 
an  independent  kingdom.  The  presence  pf  the  King 
at  the  Court  of  the  puke  of  Bur^hdv,  imposed  on 
that  prince  the  necessity  of  exhibi Una  himself  in  the 
subordinate  character  of  a  vassal,  ana  of  dischar^g 
many  rites  of  feudal  observance  and  deference,  which, 
to  one  of  his  haqehty  disposition,  resetnbled  dero- 
gation from  the  character  of  a  Sovereign  Prince, 
which  oh  all  occaaionB  he  affected  as  far  as  possible  to 
•  sustain. 

But  although  it  was  possible  to  avoid  much  cere- 
mony by  having  the  dinner  upon  the  green  turf,  with 
sound  of  bugles,  broaching  of  barrels,  and  all  the 
fteedom  of  a  sylvan  meal,  it  was  necessary  that  the 
evening  repast  should,  even  for  that  very  reason,  be 
held  with  more  than  usual  solemnity. 

Previous  orders  for  this  purpose  had  been  given, 
and,  upon  returning,  to  Peronne,  King  Louis  found  a 
banquet  prepared  with  such  a  profusion  of  splendour 
and  magnincence,  as  became  the  wealth  oi  his  for- 
midable vassal,,  possessed  as  he  was  of  almost  all 
the  Low  Countries,  then  therichest  portion  of  Eurooe. 
At  the  head  of  the. long  board,  which  groaned  under 
plate  of  gold  and  silver,  filled  to  profusion  with, the 
most  exquisite  dainties,  sat  the  Duke^  and  on  his  right 
hand,  upon  a  seat  more  elevated  than  his  own,  was 
placed  his  royal  guest.  Behind  him  stood  on  one  side 
the  son  of  the  Duke  of  "Gucldres,  who  officiated  as 
his  grand  carver— on  the  other,  Le  Glorieux,  his 
jester,  without  whom  he  seldom  stirrtjd;  for,  like 
most  men  of  his  hastv  and  coarse  character,  Charles 
carried  to  extremity  the  general  taste  of  that  age  for 
court-fools  and  jesters— experiencing  that  pleasure  in 
their  display  or  eccentricity  and  mental  infirmity, 
which  his  more  acute,  but  not  more  benevolent  rival, 
loved  better  to  extract  fi-om  marking  the  imperfec- 
tions of  humanity  in  its  nobler  specimens,  and  find- 
irtesubject  for  mirth  in  the  " fears  of  the hrave,  and 
fellies  of  the  wise."  And  indeed,  if  the  anecdote  re- 
lated by  Brantome  be  true,  that  a  court-fool,  having 
overheard  Louis,  in  one  of  his  agonies  of  repentant 
devotion,  confess  his  accession  to  the  poisoning  of 
his  brother,  Henry  Count  of  Guyennc,  divulged  it 
next  day  at  dinner  before  the  assembled  court,  that 
monarch  might  be  supposed  rather  more  than  satis- 
fied with  the  pleasantries  of  professed  jesters  for  the 
rest  of  his  life. 

But,  on  the  present  occasion,  Louis  neglected  not 
to  take  notice  of  the  favourite  buffoon  of  the  Duke, 
and  to  applaud  his  repartees ;  which  he  did  the  rather, 


more  than  the  osaal  qtianttty  of  shrewd  and'  eoabs 
observation  V'PE!^''  to  ois  class. 

In  fact,  Tiel  Wetzweiler,  called  Is  Glorieox;  ms 
by  no  means  a  jester  of  the  common  stamp.  He 
was  a  tall,  fine-looking  man,  ezcelle&t  at  ma&f  exer- 
cises, whidi  seemed  scarce  reconcilable  with  meoial 
imbecility,  because  it  must  have  required  paooice  and 
attention  to  attain  them.  He  usually^  mllowed  the 
Duke  to  the  chase  and  to  the  fight  s  and  mt  MtrntF- 
hery,  when  Charles  was  in  considerable  persoDsl 
danger,  wounded  in  the  throat,  and  likely  to  oe  made 
prisoner  by  a  French  knight  who  had  hold  of  fait 
horse's  rein,  Tiel  Wetzweuer  charged  the  as^laBt 
80  forcibly,  as  to  overthrow  him  and  disengage  hii 
master.  Perhaps  he  was  afraid  of  this  beinfc  thoa^ 
too  serious  a  service  for  a  person  of  his  cooditiaB, 
and  that  it  might  excite  him  enemies  among  thoer 
knights  and  nobles,  who  had  left  the  care  of  thm 
master's  person  to  the  court-fool.  At  any  rmte,  bt 
chose  rather  to  be  laughed  at  than  praised  for  la 
achievement,  and  made  soch  gasconading  boesd 
of  his  exploits  in  the  battle,  that  most  men  thoagbi 
the  rescue  of  Charles  was  as  kleal  aa  the  rest  of 
his  tale ;  and  it  was  on  this  occasion  he  ac«|uired  ite 
title  of  Le  Glorieux,  (or  the  boastful.)  by  whick  k 
was  ever  afterwards  distinguished. 

Le  Glorieux  was  dressed  very  richly,  bnft  with  fitik 
of  the  usual  distinction  of  his  profession  f  and  ibm 
little  rather  of  a  symbolical  than  a  yerr  hural  chs- 
raoter.  His  head  was  not  shorn  ;  on  the  contmi^ 
he  wore  a  profusion  of  long  curled  hair,  which  de* 
Bcended  from  under  his  cap,  and  joining  with  a  welk 
arranged,  and  handsomely  trimmed  Dcerd,  i 


features,  which,  but  for  a  wild  lis^tneea  of  eye.  naL^ 
have  been  termed  handsome.    A  rid^e  of  acanct  rd- 
vet  carried  across  the  top  of  his  cap,  indicatedL  raiher 
than  positively  represented,  the  profeaaionsj  eoek^p- 
comb,  which  aistmguished  the  head-gear  of  a  M  is 
right  of  office.    His  bauble,  made  of  cboay.  was 
crested,  as  usual,  with  a  fool's  head,  with  aars  can 
formed  of  silver  i  but  so  small,   and  so  nnnatdy 
carved,  that,  till  very  closely  examined,  it  uf^thiw 
parsed  for  an  ofi&cial  baton  of  a  more  aoleSn  chvx- 
ter.    These  were  the  only  badges  of  hia  office  iM^ 
his  dress  exhibited.    In  other  respectSL  it  was  sech  as 
to  match  with  that  of  the  most  courtly  nobles,   ffii 
bonnet  displayed  a  medal  of  gold  ;  he  wore  a  chaia 
of  the  same  metal  around  his  neck :  and  the  ftakioa 
of  his  rich  garments  was  not  much  more  frmasde 
than  those  of  young  gallants  who  have  their  dothei 
made  in  theextremity  of  the  existing  fashion. 

To  this  personage  Charles  and  Louis;  in  imitaiiaa 
of  his  host,  often  addressed  themselves  dsiins  thk 
entertainment;  and  both  seemed  to  manifest,  by   ' 
hearty  laughter,  their  amusement  at  the  answets  d  \ 
Le  Glorieux.  I 

"  Whose  seats  be  those  that  are  vacant  T*  aaii 
Charles  to  the  jester.  j 

'*  One  of  those  at  least  should  be  mine  by  rif^t  d  j 
succession,  Charles,"  replied  Le  Glorieiix. 
"  Why  80,  knave?"  said  Charies., 
"Because  they  belong  to  the  Sieur  D'Hy1nbe^ 
court  and  Des  Comines,  who  are  gone  so  fiar  to  flr 
their  falcons,  that  they  have  foigot  their  sop^. 
They  who  would  rather  look  at  a  xite  on  the  wmg 
than  a  pheasant  on  the  board,  are  of  kin  to  the  m, 
and  he  should  succeed  to  the  stools,  aa  a  part  of  dbar 
movable  estate."      ^ 

"  That  is  but  a  stale  jest,  my  friend  Tid,"  said  ^ 
Duke ;  "  but,  fools  or  wise  men,  here  come  the  de- 
faulters." 

As  he  spoka  Comines  and  D*Hymbercourt  enteved 
the  room,  and,  after  having  made  their  reivereiice  to 
the  two  Princes,  assumed  in  silence  the  seats  wluck 
were  left  vacant  for  them. 

"  What  ho !  sirs,"  exclaimed  the  Dnke,  addressing 
them,  "  your  sport  has  been  either  very  good  or  vesy 
bad,  to  lead  you  so  far  and  so  late,  sir  Philip  dtk 
Comines,  you  are  dejected— hath  D'Hymbereoiirt 
won  so  heavy  a  wager  on  you  1—You  are  a  philoao- 
pher,  and  should  not  grieve  at  bad  fortune. — By  Saint 
George  I  D'Hymbercourt  looks  as  sad  as  thoa  dost. 


that  he^DAught  he  saw  that  the  folly  of  Le  Glorieux.   —How  now,  sirs?    Have  you  found  no  same?  or 
However  gro«Uly  It  was  sometimes  displayed,  covered  |  have  you  lost  your  fiucons?  or  has  a  wu^  cioasuj 
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ness,"  I 


rour  way?  or  has  fhe  VHld  Huntsman*  met  iron  in 
the  forest  1  By  my  honour,  jou  seem  as  if  you  wen 
oome  to  a  funeral,  not  a  festival."    , 

While  the  Duke  spoke,  the  eyes  of  the  company 
were  aU  directed  towards  D'Hymbercourt  and  Des 
Comines;  and  the  embarrassment  and  dejection  of 
their, countenances,  neither  being  of  that  class  of 
persons  to  whom  such  expression  of  anxious  melan* 
eholv  was  natural,  became  so  remarkable,  that  the 
mirih  and  lauKhter  of  the  company,  which  the  rapid 
circulation  of  Roblets  of  excellent  wine  had  raised  to 
a  considerable  height,  was  gradually  hushed ;  and, 
without  being  able  to  assign  any  reason  for  such  a 
change  in  their  spirits,  men  spoke m  whispers  to  each 
other,  as  on  the  eve  of  expecting  some  strange  and 
important  tidings. 

j»^What  means  this  silence.  Messires  ?*' said  the 
Ottke,  elevating  his  voice,  which  was  naturaUy  harsh. 
"  If  you  brins  these  stranse  looks,  and  this  stranger 
silence,  into  festivity,  we  snail  wish  you  had  abode  in 
the  marges  seeking  for  herons,  or  rather  for  wood* 
cocks  and  howlets/' 

"  My  gracious  lord."  said  Des  Comines,  as  we 
were  about  to  return  hither  from  the  forest,  we  met 
the  Count  of  CrdvecGBur." 

"  How!"  said  the  Duke;  already  returned  Irom 
Brsbant'}— buthe  found  all  well  there,  doubtless  7"— 

"  The  pount  himself  will  presently  give  vour 
Grace  an  account  of  his  news,''  said  D'Hymoer 
court  "  which  we  have  heard  but  imperfectly." 

"Body  of  me,  where  is  the  Count  1"  said  the 
Duke. 

'  He  changes  his  dress,  to  wait  upon  your  High- 
k"  answered  D'Hymberoourt. 
His  dress?    SairU-bUuf*  exclaimed  the  impa- 
tient prince,  "what  care  1  for  his  dress?   I  thmk 
you  have  conspired  with  him  to  drive  me  mad  I" 

"  Or  rather,  to  be  plain,"  said  Des  Commes,  **  he 
wishes  to  communicate  these  news  at  a  private  audi- 
ence." 

''Te»U'dieul  my  Lord  Kins,"  said  Charles,  *'  this 
18  ever  the  way  our  counsellors  serve  us— If  they 
have  got  hold  of  aught  which  they  consider  as  im- 
portant for  our  ear,  they  look  as  grave  upon  the  mat- 
ter, and  are  as  proud  of  their  burden  as  an  ass  of  a 
new  packsaddla-^ome  one  bid  Crdvecoeur  come  to 
us  directly !— He  comes  from  the  frontiers,  of  Liege^ 
and  i0e,  at  least,"  (hc'  laid  some  emphasis  on  the 
pronoun,)  "  have  no  secrets  in  that  quarter  which  we 
would  shun  to  have  proclaimed  before  the  assembled 
world." 

AU  perceived  that  the  Duke  had  drunk  so  much 
wine  as  (b  increase  the  native  obstinacy  of  his  dispo- 
sition and  though  many  would  willingly  have  sug- 
gested that  the  present  was  neither  a  time  forbearing 
news  nor  for  taking  counsel,  vet  all  knew  the  impe- 
tuosity of  bis  temper  too  well  to  venture  on  farther 
interference,  and  sat  in  anxious  expectation  of  the 
tidings  which  the  Count  might  have  to  communi- 
cate. 

A  brief  interval  intervened,  during  which  the  Duke 
remained  looking  etM^erly  to  the  door,  as  if  in  a  trans- 
port of  impatience,  whilst  the  guests  sat  with  their 
eyes  bent  on  the  table,  as  if  to  conceal  their  curiosity 
and  anxiety.  Louis  alone  maintaining  perfect  com- 
posure, ci>ntinued  his  conversation  aUernately  with 
the  grand  carver  and  with  the  jester. 

At  length  Crdveccsur  entered,  and  was  presently 
saluted  by  the  hurried  question  or  his  master,  "  What 
news  from  Liesje  and  Brabant,  Sir  Count?— the  re- 
port of  your  arrival  has  chased  ^lirth  from  our  table 
— we  hope  your  actual  presence  will  bring  it  back  to 
us." 

."  My  liege  and  master,"  answered  the  Count,  in 
a  firm,  but  melsncholy  tone,  "  the  apws  which  I 
bn'nflc  you  are  fitter  for  the  council  board  than  the 
feasting  table." 

"  Out  with  them,  man,  if  they  were  tidings  from 
Antichrist !"  said  the  Duke;  "  but  I  can  guess  them 
— ^the  Liegeois  are  again  in  mutiny." 

"  They  are,  my  bnl,"  said  Cr^vecoeur,  very  gravely. 

**  Look  there,  man,"  said  the  Duke,  "  I  have  hit 

•  Thfl  ftmoQi  apj^tion.  MMnfttiinM  etll«d  to  Gnuid  Yenear. 
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at  once  on  what  you  have  been  so  tnnoh  afraid  to 
mention  to  me— the  harebrained  burghers  are  again 
in  arms.  It  ooidd  not  be  in  better  time,  for  we  may 
at  present  have  ma  advice  .of  our  own  Su^rain,^ 
bowini;  to  King  Louis,  vrith  eyes  which  spoke  Um 
most  bitter,  though  suppressed  resentment,  '*  to  teach 
us  how  such  mutineers  should  bedealt  with.— Hast 
thou  more  news  in  thy  packet  ?  Out  with  them,  and 
then  answer  for  vourself  why  you  went  not  forward 
to  assist  the  Bishop." 

."  My  lord,  Uie  farther  tidings  are  heavy  for  me 
to  tejl,  and  will  be  afflicting  to  you  to  hear.— No  aid 
of  mme,  or  of  living  chivalry,  could  have  availed  the 
excellent  Prelate.  William  d^  la  Marck.  united 
with  the  insurgent  Liegeois.  has  taken  his  Castle  of 
Schonwaldt,  and  murdered  him  in  his  own  halL" 

"  Murdered  himf\  repeated  the  Duke,  in  a  deep 
and  low  tone,  but  which  nevertheless  was  heard  ih>m 
the  one  end  of  the  hall  in  which  they  Were  assembled 
to  the  other;  "  thou  hast  been  imposed  upon.  Cr^ve- 
coBur,  by  some  wild  report— it  is  impossibk;!" 

"  Alas !  my  ford !"  said  the  Count  "  I  hf.ve  it  from 
an  eyewitness,  an  archer  of  die  &ing  of  France's 
Scottish  Guard,  who  was  in  the  hail  whcrt  the  mur* 
der  was  committed  by  William  dp  la  Marcit's  order." 

"  And  who  w^  doubtless  aidmg  and  abetting  in 
the  horrible  sacrilege P*  exclaimed  the  Duke,  starting 
up  and  stamping  with  his  foot  with  such  tun\  that 
he  dashed  in  pieces  the  footstool  which  was  olaced 
before  him.  "  Bar  the  doora  of  this  hall,  jgentiemeii 
—secure  the  windows— :Iet  no  stranger  sur  from  his 
seat,  upon  pain  of  instant  death !— Gertlemea  of  my 
chamber,  draw  your  swords."  And  tunung  upon 
Louis,  he  advanced  his  own  hand  slowly  and  deliber- 
ately to  the  hilt  of  his  weapon,  while  the  Kin^  with- 
onieither  showing  fear  or  assuming  a  defensive  pos- 
t  Aonly  aaid, 

*'  These  news,  fair  cousin,  have  staggered  your 


Nol"  replied  the  Duke,  in  a  terrible  ton^  "but 
they  have  awakened  a  just  resentment,  which  I 
have  too  long  suifered'  to  be  stified  by  trivial  con- 
siderations of  drcumstance  and  place.  Murderer  of 
thy  brother  I— rebd  against  thy  parent  I— tyrant  over 
thy  'subjects  I— treacherous  ally!— perjured  King  I— 
dishonoured  gentleman  1— thou  art  m  my  power,  and 
I  thank  God  for  it." 

"Rather  thank  my  folly."  said  the  King;  "fbr 
when  we  met  on  equal  terms  at  Montl'herv,  m«- 
thinks  you  wished  yourself  farther  from  me  than  we 
are  now." 

The  Duke  still  held  his  hand  on  the  hilt  of  his 
sword,  but  refrained  to  draw  his  weqpon,  or  to  strike 
a  foe,  who  offered  no  sort  of  resistance  which  coula 
in  anywise  provoke  ^'iolenca 

Meanwhile,  wild  and  general  confusion  spread  it 
self  through  the  hall.  The  doors  were  now  fastened 
a/id  guarded  by  order  of  the  Duke ;  but  several  of  the 
French  nobles,  few  as  they  were  in  number,  started 
from  their  seats,  and  prepared  for  the  defence  of  their 
Sovereign.  Louis  had  spoken  not  a  word  either  to 
Orleans  or  Dunois  since  they  were  liberated  from  re- 
straint at  the  Castle  of  Locnes,  if  it  could  be  termed 
liberation,  to  be  dragged  in  King  Louis's  train,  objects 
of  suspicion  evidently,  rather  than  of  respect  and  re- 
gard: but,  nevertheless,  the  voice  of  Dunois  was  first 
heara  above  the  tumult,  addressing  himself  to  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy.—"  Sir  Duke,  you  have  forgottoi 
that  you  are  a  vassal  of  France,  and  that  we,  ypm 
guestk  are  Frenchmen.  If  you  lift  a  hand  against 
our  Monarch,  prepare  to  sustain  the  utmost  effects 


wine. — Vyourage,  nnr  Liora  oi  urieane— anu  you,  gear 
tlemen  of  France,  form  yourselves  round  Dunois,  ana 
do  as  he  does !" 

It  was  in  that  moment  when  a  Kinff  might  see 
upon  what  tempers  he  could  certainly  rely.  The  few 
independent  nobles  and  knights  who  attended  LouiS|^ 
most  of  whom  had  only  received  from  him  frowns.or 
discountenance,  unappalled  by  the  display  of  infinitely 
superior  force,  and  the  certainty  of  destruction  in  cast 
they  came  to  blows,  hastened  to  array  themtielvee 
around  Dunois,  and,  led  by  him,  to  prestflowiirds  th» 
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hoMlorilMldikwlMnfl 


On  the  wntfwy,  the  tools  and  uaents  whoB  Lom 
had  drMBsd  fonrnd  onl  of  their  fitting  and  nfttund 
pheei^  mto  importance  which  waa  not  due  to  them, 
fhowed  cowanUoe  and  oold  heart,  and,  remaining 
nil  m  their  eeata,  aeemed  reaolved  not  to  provoke 
their  late  bf  intermeddling,  whatever  might  beeome 
irf  their  benefcctor. 

The  first  of  the  more  oenemaa  party  waa  the  ven* 
amble  Loid  Crawford,  who,  with  an  aflUty  which  no 
one  woold  have  ez|>ected  at  his  years,  ibroed  his  way 
thfOBgh  all  oppoMtion,  (which  was  the  less  violsnt, 
as  msny  of  the  Borjsiiiidiana,  either  from  a  iwint  of 
honour,  or  a  aeaet  mcfination  to  prevent  Lovs  im- 
poiding  fate,  gave  way  to  him.)  and  threw  himaelf 
bokUylietweea  the  Kmg  and  the  Duke.  He  then 
placed  his  bonnet,  fivm  which  his  white  hair  escaped 
m  diehevelled  trasses,  opon  one  side  of  his  bead— his 
pale  cheek  and  withena  brow  ookwred,  and  his  aged 


eyelightened  with  all  the  fife  of  a  gallant  who  is  aboot 
to  dare  some  deapemte  action.  Hia  doak  was  flung 
over  one  ahoaUter,  and  his  action  intimated  his  leadi- 
nesa  to  wrap  it  about  his  leftann,  while  he  unsheath- 
ed his  Bword  with  his  right 

"I  have  fooght  for  hia  ftther  and  hia  grandaim*' 
diat  waa  all  he  aaid,  **  and,  by  Samt  Andrew,  end  the 
matter  as  it  will,  I  will  not  nil  him  at  this  pmch." 
.  What  has  taken  some  time  to  narrate,  happened,  in 
iict,  with  the  apeed  of  light ;  for  ao  soon  as  the  Duke 
aasomed  hia  threatemng  poature,  Crawford  had 
thrown  htmsrif  betwixt  him  and  the  lobiect  p{  hia 
vengeance ;  and  the  French  gentlemen,  drewmg  to- 
gether aa  fast  aa  they  could,  were  crowding  to  the 
name  point 

The  Duke  of  Buigiindv  atill  remained  with  his  l^nd 
on  hia  a  word,  and  aeemed  in  the  act  of  giving  theVs- 
nal  for  a  ganeral  onaet,  which  must  neoeaaarily  have 
ended  in  the  massacre  of  the  weaker  party,  when 
CrivecoBur  niahed  forward,  and  exclaimed,  in  a  voice 
hkei,  trumpet,—'"  My  liege  Lord  of  Burgundv,  beware 
what  vou  do  J  This  is  your  hall— you  are  toe  Kii^a 
vassal— ds  not  apill  the  bkKxl  of  your  mieat  on  your 
hearth,  the  blood  of  your  Sovereign  on  the  throne  you 
have  erected  for  him.  and  to  which  he  came  under 
your  aafogiiard.  For  the  aake  of  your  house'a  honour, 
do  not  attempt  to  revenge  one  horrid  murder  by  an- 
,  other  yet  worae !" 

^  Out  of  my  road,  CrdvecoMic,"  anawered  the  Duke, 
**  and  let  my  vengeance  pass  f— Out  of  my  path  !— 
The  wrath  of  Kinga  is  to  be  dreaded  like  that  of  Hea- 
ven.'* 

"Only  when,  like  that  of  Heaven,  it  ia  Jtut,"  an- 
swered CrdveoBor,  firmly— "Let  me  pray  of  you.  my 
lonito  rein  the  violence  of  your  tamper,  however  just- 
ly onended.— And  for  you,  my  Lords  of  France,  where 
resistance  ia  unavailing,  let  me  recommend  you  to 
forbear  whatever  may  lead  towarda  bloodshed." 

"  He  is  right,"  aaid  Louia,  whose  coolneaa  foraook 
him  not  in  that  dreadful  moment,  and  who  easily 
foresaw,  thatif  a  brawl  fhould  commence,  more  vio- 
lence would  be  dared  aoJ  done  in  the  heat  of  blood, 
than  waa  likely  to  be  attempted  if  peace  were  preser- 
ved.—" My  couein  Orleana^kind  Dunois— and  you. 
my  trusty  Crawford— brins  not  on  nun  and  bloodshed 
by  taking  offence  too  hastuy.  Our  cousin  the  Duke 
Is  chafed  at  the  tidings  of  the  death  of  a  near  and 
•  Viving  friend,  the  venerable  Bishop  of  Liege,  whose 
•laughter  we  lament  as  he  does.  Anden^  and,  un- 
happily, recent  subjects  of  jealousy,  lead  him  to  sus- 
pect us  of  having  abetted  a  crime  which  our  bosom 
ahhore.  Shouloour  host  murder  us  on  this  spot— us, 
his  King  and  hia  kinsman,  under  a  false  impression  of 
oar  being  accessory  to  this  unhappy  accident,  our  fate 
will  be  Tttde  lightened,  but,  on  the  contrary,  greatly 
aggravated,  by  your  8tirnng.—Therefore.  stand  back, 
Crawford— Were  it  my  last  word,  I  speak  as  a  King 
to  his  officer,  and  demand  obedience— Stand  back, 
and,  if  it  is  required,  yield  up  your  sword.  I  command 
you  to  do  so,  and  your  oath  obliges  you  to  obey." 

"True,  true,  my  lord."  said  Crawford,  stepping 
back;  and  returning  to  the  sheath  the  blade  he  had 
half  drawn-—"  It  may  bo  all  very  true  j  but,  by  my 
honour,  if  I  were  at  the  head  of  threescore  and  ten 


of  aqr  brave  ftAowi^ 


[CaAff.XI11 

ilBMi<fhAylaadBdwafc|^ 
oiy&tn,  1  wsaM  try  whcihm 
■OB  ost  cT  these  tmt  adhm 


than  the  Dke 
ooifid  have  some 

with  their  jmlden  chains  andtoapcd  opfe 

brew-warU  dyea  and  derioea  «■  thoL" 

The  Duke  stood  with  his  eves  fin ' 

for  a  considerable  apacc^  and  dm , 

ironf,  "CrftvecflSBr,  yon  say  wcfl;  and  it  tmam 
our  hioBoar,  that  our  obHgalions  is  daa  ncai  lat 
oar  hoooored  and  loviqg  gaest,  be  not  ao  hastflr  li 
justed,  as  in  our  hasty  inaer  we  had  at  first  yispaid 
We  wll  so  act,  that  all  brepe  shall  ackiiDal^ 
the  jnstJBS  of  oorproei  mHhhs    fii  iiih  iiiea  of  Pna^ 


yon imistreAdernpvoar  anas  tsn^oOieas!  Im 
baa  broken  the  uupt,  and  htt  do  tale  loiir 


'^Not  one  of  na,"  said  DoDoia,  ^'wil  ican* 
weapon,  or  qoit  thia  hal^  imless  we  are  aseanidi 
least. our  King's  safety,  m  life  and  lanbi" 

*"  Nor  will  a  man  of  the  Scottiah  Giiaid,"eBd» 
ed  Crawford,  "  lay  down  his  anna,  save  st  fbta» 
maod  of  the  King  of  France^  or  nia  Higk  Om  j 

^Brave  Dunois,"  said  Loota^  "  and  yea,  aya^ 
Crawford,  your  asal  wiD  do  me  ■  jory  insM«lifh» 
fit— I  trust,"  he  sdded  widi  dignitr.  ""in  ar^f 
cause,  more  than  m  a  vain  reswtancci,  siiiiABdl 
bat  oost  the  Uvea  of  my  beet  and  Vnvaa.-'taf 
your  swords— the  noble  BurKundians,  vk  «p 
such  honourable  pledges,  wQt  he  more ahkiiBai 
are  to  protect  both  yon  and  me. — GivaivjaaHV 
—It  is  I  who  command  yon." 

It  was  thus  that,  in  this  dreadlbl  €fBnamr,km 
showed  the  promptitude  of  decision,  aMdaimf 
judgment,  which  alone  could  hmve  Bmimm 
He  was  awarb  that  until  actoal  blowsasodar 
ed,  he  ahoiildli^ve  the  assistance  of  wttffoi^ 
hies  present  to  moderate  the  ftiry  of  teYwHw 
that  were  a  mdU  once  eommeDosOtMi 
and  his  few  adherents  must  be  instaaliMB» 
At  the  same  dme,  his  worst  eneinies  camadM 
his  demeanour  had  in  it  nothing  either  cf  aaaM 
or  cowardice.    He  shunned  to  ag|uaia»atihlt 
the  wrath  of  the  Duke ;  but  be  notherdeineflBH 
seemed  to  fear  it,  and  oontinood  to  kwikaafai^  , 
the  calm  and  fixed  attention  with  vidiidi  ahavMl 
eyes  the  menacing  gestures  of  a  kraaoe,  «ttKM» 
scious  that  his  own  steadiness  and  Gompoanccfail 
aa  an  msenaible  and  powoftl  cheek  on  tlMiipM| 
of  insanity. 

Crawford,  at  the  Kjng's  command,  tluewlsMf 
to  CrdveccBur,  saying,^' Take  itl  and  thsMf 
you  joy  of  it— It  is  no  diahononr  to  the  rig^diEl«r 
who  yields  it,  for  we  have  had  no  fiur  play.** 

"Hold,  gentlemen,"  sakl  the  Didtc^  ia  it 
voice,  as  one  whom  passion  had  almost  dcfo 
utterance,  "retain  your  swords;  it  is  safficMatI 
promise  not  to  use  them.-~And  you,  Louis  of  ul 
must  regard  yourself  as  my  prisoner,  until  yaaj 
cleared  of  having  abetted  aaoilege  and  moBhr^Bt 
him  to  the  Caatle— Have  him  to  Karl  Heibert's'M 
Ldt  him  have  six  eBUtlemen  of  his  train  to  atteaAlil 
such  aa  he  shall  choose.— My  Lord  of  Cn  wJbcM 
guard  must  leave  the  Castle,  and  ahaU  behoaon 

auartered  elsewhere.    Up  with  every  dn wbii^W 
own  with  every  portculCs— Let  the  gates  of  tmttf 

my  band  of  Black  Walloons,  and  tteble  dieaoM 
on  every  post!— Yon.  D'Hymbercourt,  look  dtatgl 


ery  portculus— Let  the  jsates  of  the 

,       jrded- Draw  Che  floatmg-biidss  I 

right-hand  side  of  the  liver— Bring  round  theC 
my  band  of  Black  Walloons,  and  trer 

on  every  post !— Yon.  D'  Hvmbercou-  ^ 

trols  of  hone  and  foot  make  the  round  of  tte  MM 
every  half-hoi|r  during  the  night,  and  evenr  ^)er4 
ring  the  next  day,— ir  indeed  such  ward  saaiteg 
cessary  after  daybreak,  for  it  is  like  we  maybenW 
in  this'matter.-  -Look  to  the  person  oC  Lmas,  mfi 
love  your  life  I"  ^J 

He  started  from  the  table  in  fierce  and  moodyMj 
darted  a  glance  of  mortal  enmity  at  the  Kingfli 
rushed  out  of  the  apartment.  ^  . 

"  Sira,"  SR^d  the  Kio^  looking  with  dKottrnMlJ 
him,  "  grief  ioi  the  death  of  his  ally  hath  made  «■ 
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•rfrice  fttntf  c.  I  tnuit  yon  know  better  yoar  duty,  tm 
tnights  Und  noblemen,  than  to  abet  him  in  hiib  trea- 
ionabte  violence  againat  the  person  of  faia  liege 
Loid." 

At  this  moment  was  heard  m  the  streets  the  sonnd 
if  drums  beating,  and  horns  blowing,  to  call  out  the 
bld^ry  in  every  direction. 

•'  We  arcj"  said  CrdVeecBur,  Who  acted  as  the  Mar- 
Aial  of  the  Duke'a  household,  **  subjects  of  Burgundy, 
ind  most  do  our  duty  as  such.  Our  hoi>e8  ana  pray- 
in,  and  our  efforts^  will  not  be  wanting  to  bring 
ibout  peace  and  union  between  your  Majesty  and  our 
lege  Lord.  Meantime,  we  must  obey  h^s  commands. 
[*hese  other  lords  and  knights  will  be  proud  to  con- 
ribute  to  the  convenience  of  the  illustrious  Dnke  of 
)rleans.  of  the  brave  Dunois^  and  die  stout  Lord 
/rawford.  I  myself  must  be  your  Mi^esty's  cham- 
berlain, and  briiuf  you  to  your  apartments  in  other 
;aiBe  than  would  be  ter  deab^  rememb^ifng  the 
lospiiality  of  Plessib.  Yon  have  only  to  choose 
^oar  attendants,  wliom  &e  Duke's  commands  limit 
D  *ix."  . 

"  Then,'*  said  the  Kiniib  looking  around  him,  and 
hinking  for  a  moment,—^*!  desire  the  attehdtode  of 
Miver  le  Dain,  of  a  privafte  of  my  Liffe-(3uatd,  called 
lalafr^,  who  maybe  unarmed  if  you  will— of  Ttistafn 
'Hcrmite,  with  two  of  his  people--^  tfd  tnvrii^ht  loyal 
ind  trusty  philosopher.  Marfius  Oaleotti.'* 

•*  Yoiir  Majesty's  will  shall  be  Complied  With  ift  all 
kointSL"  said  the  Count  4e  CrdV^ccnir.  "^Glaleotti," 
le  added,  after  a  moment's  inquiry,  "is,  I  understand, 
it  present  supping  in  &ome  buxom  company,  but  he 
ihall  instantly  be  sent  foh  the  others  will  dbcy  y6ur 
Ila]e9ty*s  command  upon  the  histant" 

"  Forward,  then,  to  the  new  abode,  wtiich  Ae  htth 
ntafity  of  our  coaain  provides  for  us."  said  the  Emg. 

*  We  know  it  is  strong:  and  have  only  to  hope  it  ttiay 
96  in  a  con^esponding  degree  safe.** 

^  Heard  you  the  choice  which  King  Louis  hak 
nade  of  his  attefndants?"  said  Le  Glorieux  to  Count 
>dvecoBur  apart,  as  they  followed  Louis  firolm  the 
Hall. 

"  Surely,  my  merry  gossip,'*  replied  Ae  Comrt,— 

*  What  hast  thou  to  object  to  thetai  7'* 

V  Nothing,  nothing— only  they  are  a  rare  election  1 
-A  panderly  barber— a  Scottish  hired  cnt-lhroat— a 
ihiet  hangman  and  his  two  assistants,  and  a  thieving 
;harlatan.— I  will  along  With  you,  Crftvecceur,  and 
ake  a  lesson  in  the  degrees  of  roguerv,  from  obAerv- 
Qg  your  skin  In  marshalling  ^em.  Ilie  devil  him- 
lelf  could  scarce  have  summoned  sucih  a  Synod,  or 
lave  been  a  better  president  amount  them." 

Accordingly^  the  alMicensed  jester,  seising  the 
fount's  arm  familiarly,  began  to  march  alon^  with 
lira,  while,  under  a  strong  guard,  yet  forgetting  no 
lerablance  of  respect,  he  conducted  the  King  towards 
lis  new  apartment.* 

«  The  historical  fheCi  attmdinff  fhlii«el«bratM  fntarrbw.  tn 
sOHMMHlad  and  enlirted  aiwn  io  tht  ftWBfbInf  chapter.  AfWff 
eat  bj  Louii  had  twnpted  the  pmpla  of  Lraga  to  rabol  acaiiM 
hair  awptrior,  Oukn  Chariea,  and  paraaoiite  abd  murder  thefar 
(iahov.  But  LoQi«  waa  not  prepited  Ibr  their  aethic  with  «o<9i 
rampUtade.  Tliey  (lew  to  arnia  with  the  temerl^  of  a  flokle 
ibble,  took  the  Btahop  priaoner,  nenaoed  and  inivltad  him,  nd 
Mv  to  meeM  one  dr  two  of  hia  canena.  Thia  newa  waa  aaot 
»  tha.Ddke  of  BuiMiidj  at  the  moment  when  Louia  had  ao  ua- 
turdedly  plaeed  himtelf  th  hii  power :  and  the  oonieqaenoe 


»  tha.Ddke  of  BuiMiidj  at  the  monnent  when  Louia  had  ao  ua- 
turdedly  plaeed  himtelf  th  hii  power :  and  the  oonieqaenoe 
rm*,  that  Qfaarlea  placed  marda  on  the  Caafle  of  Penmne,  and, 

ailr  reaeotina  the  treaehery  of  the  King  of  Franee  in  exdtinr 
tioa  in  hit  domtnioni,  whi|«  he  pretended  the  moat  intimate 
•fondahip,  be  dellberaied  whether  Iw  abould  not  put  I^aoia  tti 
eaUi. 

Three  dars  Loula  waa  detafaied  in  thfa  ««iy  iMMsnoua  altaa* 
on  t  and  it  waa  only  hia  quotum  liberality  amoBiat  Choriea'a 
ivauritea  and  courtien  which  fli^ly  aaaured  him  from  death 
r  depncition.    Ceminea,  who  waa  ttie  Duke  of  Barfoady'a 

rumberlain  at  the  time,  and  alept  hi  F'    ^~^ 

tiarlea  nAlher  undfoaaed  nor  slept,  but 


lin  at  the  time,  aod  alept  hi  bis  apartment, 

mihM  uodfoaaed  nor  slept,  but  fluof  himaelf 

sne  to  time  on  the  bed,  and,  at  other  timea,  wildly  li 
m  apartment   It  waa  long  belbra  hit  violent  temper 


degree  tractabla.  At  leofth  he  only  agreed  to  glvi 

~^     m  eonditioo  of  hie  aoeompanylng  Uffli  m 

employiog  his  traopa  in  aubduini, 


Mlnat.aml 


rbeeame 
IveLoaia 


apanylng  Uffli  . 
aubduini,  the  notioeeia 
J  hi*  intrigues  had  Inatigated  to  arms. 
_hia  waa  a  bitter  and  degmding  alternative.  But  I*oal«, 
leiAg  no  other  mode  of  eompounHing  (br  the  eilbets  of  his 
lahoeaa,  bot  only  submitted  to  Uiis  diMseditable  eoodilioii.  but 
orera  to  it  upon  a  enieifls  said  to  havn  belOMed  to  Charle- 

Eu  Theae  partioilara  are  fhmi  Cominea.  'roera  is  a  lao- 
epitOHM  of  them  In  Sir  Nathaniel  Wraxall*!  History  of 
B,  vol.  u 


CHAPTER  X^Vin.  • 

tnrCBBT A  tMTV. 

■  ■■  ■  Then  happy  low,  Ife  down ; 
Unaaar  Mm  the  head  that  weam  a  orowo. 
Htorf  IV.—l 

PoBTT  men-at-arms^  canymg  alternately  naked 
swords  and  blazins  torches,  served  as  the  escort  or 
rather  the  guard,  oT  King  Louis,  from  the  town-natt 
of  Peronne  to  the  Castle ;  and  as  he  entered  within 
itsMaiksome  and  gloomy  strength,  it  seemed  as  if  a 
voice  screamed  in  his  ear  that  warning  which  tha 
Florentine  has  inscribed  over  the  portal  of  the  infer- 
nal regions,  *'  Leave  all  hope  behmd  I" 

At  that  moment,  perhaps,  some  feeling  of  remoras 
might  have  crossed  the  King's  mind,  had  he  thought 
on  the  hundteda,  nay  thousands,  whom,  without 
canse,  or  on  light  auspicion,  he  had  committed  to  tha 
abysses  of  his  dungeons,  deprived  of  all  hope  of  fiberty, 
and  loathing  even  the  life  to  which  they  dung  by 
animal  instinct.  . 

The  broad  glare  of  the  toirchea  outfikdng  the  pale 
moon,  whi<^  waa  more  obscured  on  this  man  on  tha 
former  night,  and  the  red  smoky  light  which  they  dis- 
persed around  the  ancient  buudtnaa,  «ave  a  darker 
shade  to  that  huge  donjon,  called  the  fieri  Herbert's 
Tower.  It  waa  the  same  that  Louis  had  viewed 
inith  mia^ng  pHsiibhtiment  oi^  the  preceding  even- 
ing, and  of  which  he  was  now  doomed  to  becoma 
an  inhkfaitant,  under  the  terror  of  what  violence 
soever  the  wrathfiil  temper*  of  his  overgrown  vaaaal 
might  tempt  him  to  exercise  in  those  secret  redessea 
of  despotism.      , 

To  a^avate  fne  King'a  painfiil  feelingau  he  saW, 
als  he  creased  the  court-yard,  several  bodies,  over 
eaah  of  whidi  had  been  hastily  flung  a  nuKtary  cloak. 
He  was  not  long  of  discerning  that  they  were  cozpse* 
of  sTain  archers  of  the  Scottish  Guard,  who  having 
disputed*  aa  the  Count  Cr^Veooeur  informed  him,  the 
command  given  them  to  ouit  the  post  near  the  Kmg'a 
apartments,  a  brawl  had  enaoed  between  them  and 
the  Duke^s  waHoota  body-gnarda,  and  before  it  could 
be  composed  by  the  officers  on  either  side,  several 
lives  had  been  \oku 

**My  trtsty  Scots  T*  said  the  King,  as  he  looked 
upon  thia  melancholv  spectacle ;  "  had  they  brought 
only  man  to  man,  all  Flanders,  ay,  and  Burgundy  to. 
boot,  had  not  furnished  champions  to  mate  you." 

"Yes,  an  it  please  your  Majesty/'  said  BalaA^ 
who  attended  dose  behind  the  Kmg;  "Maiateiy 
mowa  the  meadow— few  men  ^n  fight  more  than 
two  at  onoa.  I  myaelf  never  care  to  meet  three,  im- 
leas  it  be  in  the  Way  of  spedal  duty,  when  one  must 
not  stand  to  count  heada." 

"Art  thou  there,  old  acouaSntaneeT*  ^sld  tha 
JBnf^  looking  behind  him ;  ^*  then  I  hava  one  tnm 
aubject  with  me  yet."  ^ 

"  And  a  faithfiil  minuter,  whether  in  yi 
or  in  Ilia  offices  about  your  royid  p^aon,' 
Oliver  le  Dain.. 

**We  are  an  fhithfiil,"  said  Tnitan  raerraite, 
lArufflyj  "  fcrr  ahouM  they  put  to  death  your  Mtgeaty, 
there  ts  no  one  of  ua  whom  they  would  auifer  to  sur- 
vive yon,  even  if  we  woidd." 

"  Now»  that  18  what  I  call  good  corporal  bail  for 
fldeiity/'  said  T^  Glorieux,  Who,  aa  already  mention- 
ed, Wnh  thb  reatlessness  proper  to  an  infirm  brahi, 
had  thruat  himsdf  into  their  company. 

Heahwhil&  the  Seneschal,  hastily  summoned,  waa 
turning  with  laborious  efibrt  the  ponderous  key  which 
opened  the  reluctant  gate  of  the  huge  Gothic  Keep, 
and  was  at  last  fein  to  call  for  the  aaaistance  of  ona 
of  CrdvecoBU^^attendanta.  When  they  had  sue 
ceeded,  six  men  entered  with  torches,  and  ahowed 
the  Way  through  a  narrow,  and  wmding  paaaage, 
commanded  at  different  points  by  shot-noles  from 
vaulta  and  caaementa  constructed  behind,  and  in  tha 
thickneaa  of  the  maasive  walls.  At  the  end  of  thia 
passage,  aroae  a  stair  of  correspondma  rudeness  con 
sisting  of  huge  blocks  of  stone,  roughly  dressed  witli 
tho  hammer,  and  of  unequal  height  Having  mount 
ed  tMs  aacent,  a  atrong  iron-denched  door  admitted 
them  to  what  had  been  the  great  hall  of  the  donjon, 
lil^ted  but  very  feintly  even  durinf  the  daytime^  {fin 
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the  Bpertuns,  dimmulied  m  »iJ|iqaiiutc8  by  the  ex- 
eeeeive  thickness  of  the  walls,  resemoled  sfita  rather 
than  win(iows,)  and  now.  but  for  die  blaze  of  the 
torches,  almost  perfectly  dark.  Two  or  three  bats, 
and  other  birds  or  evil  presage,  roused  by  the  unusual 
^lare^  flew  against  the  lights,  and  threatened  to  ex- 
tinguish thein  f  while  the  Seneschal  formally  apolo- 
9ZQd  to  the  Kme,  that  the  State-hall  had  not  oeen 
pot  in  order,  such  was  the  huriy  of  the  notice  sent  to 
him :  and  adding,  that,  in  truth,  the  apartment  had 
»not  been  in  use  for  twenty  years,  and  rarely  before 
that  time,  so  far  as  ever  he  had  h^ard,  since  the  dme 
of  King  Charles  the  Simple. 

"King  Charles  the  Simple!"  echoed  Louis:  "I 
know  the  history  of  the  Tower  now.— His  was  here 
murdered  by  his  treacherous  vassal,  Herbert,  Earl 
of  Vermandois— So  say  our  annals.  I  knew  there 
was  something  concerning  the  Castle  of  Peronne 
which  dwelt  on  my  mind,  though  I  could  not  recall 
the  circui  t«lance.~-£er«,  then,  my  predeoessor  was 
■kunr 

"  Not  here,  not  exactly  here^  and  please  your  Ma- 
jesty,'* said  the  old  Seneschal,  stepping  with, the 
eager  haste  of  a  cicerone,  who  shows  the  curiosities 
of  such  a  place— "Not  A«re,  but  in  the  side-chamb6r 
a  little  onward,  which  opens  from  your  M^jest/s 
bedchamber." 

He  hastily  opened  a  wicket  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
hall,  which  led  into  a  bedchamber,  small,  as  is  usual 
m  such  old  buildings:  but,  even  for  that  reason, 
rather  more  comfortable  than  the  waste  hall  through 
which  they  had  passed.  Some  hasty  preparations 
had  been  here  made  for  the  King's  accomroodatun. 
Arras  had  been  tacked  up,  a  fire  lighted  in  the  rusty 
grate,  which  had  been  long  unused,  and  a  pallet  laid 
down  jfpr  those  gentlemen  who  were  to  pass  the 
niftht  in  his  chamber,  as  was  then  usual. 
^  We  will  get  beds  in  the  hall  for  the  rest  of  your 
attendants,"  said  the  gaimlous  old  man;  "but  we 
have  had  such  brief  notice,  if  it  pleaee  your  Majesty 
7-And  if  it  please  your  Majesty  to  look  upon  this  little 
wicket  behind  the  arras,  it  opens  into  the  Uttle  old 
GLbinet  in  the  thickness  of  the  wall  where  Charles 
was  slain ;  and  there  is  a  secret  passage  from  below, 
wnich  admitted  the  men  who  were  to  deal  with  him. 
And  your  Majesty,  whose  eye8ig[ht  I  hope  is  better 
than  mine,  may  see  the  blood  still  on  the  oak-floor. 
,  though  the  thing  was  done  five  hundred  years  ago." 

While  he  thus  spoke,  he  kept  fiimbling  to  open 
the  postern  of  which  he  spoke,  unti)  the  King  said, 
"Forbear,  old  man— forbear  but  a  little  while,  when 
thou  mayst  have  a  newer  tale  to  tell,  and  iresher 
blood  to  show.— My  Lord  of  Crdvecosur,  what  say 
you?" 

"I  can  but  answer,  Sire,  that  these  two  interior 
apartments  are  as  much  at  your  Majest/s  disposal 
iis  those  in  your  own  Castle  at  Plessis,  and  that 
t>dvecoBur,  a  name  never  blackened  by  treachery 
or  assassinadon,  has  the  guard  of  the  exterior  defen- 
ces of  it." 

"But  the  private  paasaffe  into  that  closet,  of 
which  the  old  man  speaks '?"  This  King  Louis  sakl 
m  a  low  and  anxious  tone,  holding  CrdvecoBur's  arm 
fast  with  one  hand,  and  pointing  to  the  wicket  door 
with  the  other. 

J'lt  must  be  some  dream  of  Momay's^"  said 
CrdvccGBur,  "or  some  old  and  absurd  traditk>n  of 
die  place  r-but  we  will  examine." 

He  was  about  to  open  the  closet  door,  when  Louis 
answered,  "  No,  CrSvecoeur,  no— Your  honour  is  suf- 
ficient wnrrant.— But  what  will  your  Duke  do  with 
me,  Cr^vecGDurl  He  cannot  hope  to  keep  roe  long 
a  prisoner;  and— in  shott,  give  me  your  opinion, 
CreveooBur."  * 

"My  Lord  and  Sire,"  said  the  Count,  "how  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy  must  resent  this  horrible  cruelty 
on  the  person  of  his  near  reladve  and  ally,  is  for  your 
Majesty  to  judge;  and  what  risdit  he  may  have  to 
consider  it  as  instigated  by  your  Majesty's  emissaries, 

Sou  only  can  know.  But  my  master  is  noble  in  his 
isposition.  and  made  incapable,  even  by  the  very 
strength  or  his  passions,  of  any  underhand  practices. 
Whatever  he  does,  will  be  done  in  tliQ  face  of  da]^, 
and  uf  the  two  nations.    And  I  con  but  a4d,  that  it 


will  be  the  wish  of  every  eooDsellortiooiid ^ 

citing  perhaps  one-Hhat  he  should  behave  in  ^ 
matter  with  mildness  and  generosity,  aa  well  li 
justice," 

"Ah  I  Crdvecceur,"  said  Louis,  taking  his  hand  u 
if  affected  by  some  painful  recollectiona,  "hew 
happy  is  the  Prince  who  has  counaellora  near  faiai, 
who  can  e;uard  him  against  the  effects  of  his  ova 
angry  passions  1  Their  names  will  be  road  in  goMa 
letters,  when  the  Instory  of  his  nigai  is  penueit- 
Noble  Crdvecoeur,  had  it  been  my  lot  to  nave  nsk 
as  thou  art  about  my  person  1"  .  * 

"It  had  in  that  case  been' your  Majesty's' sti^r 
to  have  got  rid  of  them  as  fast  as  you  csouU,"  ai 
Le  Glorieux. 

"Aha!  Sir.  Wisdom,  art  thou  there  T'  aaid  Loai( 
tiuning  round,  and  instantly  changing  the  pathm 
tone  in  which  he  had  addressed  CieTeccear  mi 
adopting  with  facility  one  which  had  a  turn  of  gi7> 
ety  m  il— "  Hast  tkcu  followed  us  hither  T* 

^'  Ay,^  sir,"  answered  Le  Glorieux,  "  Wisdom  nsa 
follow  in  motley,  where  Folly  leads  the  way  m  p» 

"  How  shall  I  construe  that,  Sir  Soloi 
swered  Louia— "  Wouldst  thou  change 
with  me  1" 

"  Not  I.  by  my  halidome,"  quoth  Le  GknieuKr  'i 
you  would  give  me  fifty  crowns  to  boot." 

"Why,  wherefore  so  1— Mediinks  I  could  bend 
enough  ooi^tented,  as  princes  go,  to  have  tbeeibrsfr 
king." 

*^ly,  Sire,"  replied  LeGlorieu;  '*but  theoMstiBf 
is,  whether,  judging  of  your  Majesty's  wit  ooaii 
bavins  lodged  you  here,  I  should  not  havecasata' 
baasaamed  of  having  so  duU  a  fooL" 

"Peace,  sirrah!"  said  the  Count  of  GrdfeoBev 
"  your  tongue  runs  too  fast." 

^*Let  it  take  its  course,"  said  the  Sjqr;  'I  kses 
of  no  such  foil  subject  of  raillenr,  as  uk  ibfod 
those  who  should  know  better.— Hera  ny  lagarinM 
friend,  take  this  purse  of  gold,  and  with  u^adikat 
never  to  be  so  great  a  fool  as  to  deem  yoKadC^iss 
than  other  people.  Prithee,  do  me  so  raodb  fnosx 
as  to  inouue  after  my  astrologer,  Martios  GtkBBOi, 
and  send  him  hither  to  me  presently." 

"  I  will,  without  fail,  njy  Liese,"  answered  #« 
jester:  "  and  I  wot  well  I  shall  find  him  it  }aa 
DoppIethur*s ;  for  philosophers,  as  well  as  fcob^ 
know  where  the  best  wine  i|B  sold.'* . 

"  Let  me  pray  for  free  entrance  for  this  leanied 
person  through  your  guards,  Se^nuor  de  Cr^coeor," 
said  Louis. 

"  For  his  entrance,  unquestionably,"  answered  the 
Count ;  "  but  it  grieves  me  to  add^  that  my  iD9trBe> 
tions  do  not  authorize  mo  to  permil  any  one  to  qot 
your  Majesty's  apartments.— I  wish  your  MajescV  a 
good  night,"  he  s^ibjoined,  "and  will  piesentlj  maki 
such  arrangements  m  the  outer  hall,  as  may  put  tfef 
gentlemen  who  are  to  inhabit  it,  more  at  their  esse.' 

"  Qive  yourself  no  trouble  for  them.  Sir  CooBt,'' 
replied  the  King.  "  they  are  men  accostomed  to  ad 
hardships  at  denance;  and,  to  speak  truth,  except 
ing  that  I  wish  to  see  Galeotti,  I  would  oeans  as 
little  fiirther  eommunication  from  withoat  this  n^ 
as  may  be  consistent  with  your  instructions." 

"  These  are,  to  leave  your  Majesty,"  replied  Ohe- 
ooBur,  "undisputed  possession  of  yonr  omm  afsn* 
ments.    Such  ore  my  master's  orders." 

"Your  master.  Count  Cr^ecteur,*'  ansM<»' 
Louis,-"  whom  I  may  also  term  min^  is  a  rit^  si** 
cious  master. ^My  domini<Sns,"  he  added,  "  ai«  soeee- 
what  shrunk  in  compass,  no  w  that  they  havedwiodSsi 
to  an  old  hall  and  a  bedchamber ;  but  tber  are  atS^ 
wide  enough  for  all  the  subjects  which  I  ean  ^t  prt- 
sent  boast  of." 

The  Count  of  Crdvecceur  took  hn  leave  ;  sad 
shortly  after,  they  could  hear  the  noise  of  tho  senti- 
nels moving  to  their  posts, •  accompanied  'whh  lbs 
word  .of  command  from  the  officers,  and  the  fcasrr 
tread  of  the  guards  who  were  relieved.  At  lensth  aS 
became  still,  and  the  only  sound  which  filled  Uie  sir. 
was  the  sluggish  murmur  of  the  river  Soinme,  as  n 
glided,  deep  and  muddy,  under  the  walls  of  the  casrk: 

"  Q6  mto  the  hall,  my  mates,"  said  Louis  lo  ha 
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train ;  "  bdt  do  not  lie  down  to  sleep.  Hold  yonr- 
lelves  in  readiness,  for  there  is  still  something  to  be 
done  co-night,  and  that  of  moment." 

Oliver  and  Tristan  retired  to  the  hall  accordingly, 
in  which  Le  BalafrS  and  the  ProToet-Marshars  two 
officers  had  remained,  when  the  others  entered  the 
bedchamber.  They  Ibund  that  those  without  had 
thrown  fasots  enousrh  upon  the  fire,  to  senre  the 
purpose  of  light  and  heat  at  the  same  time,  and, 
wrappinjT  themselves  in  their  cloake^  had  sat  down 
on  the  floor,  in  postures  which  vanoiuly  expressed 
the  discomposure  and  dejection  of  their  mmds.  Oliver 
and  Tristan  saw  nothing  better  to  be  done,  than  to 
follow  their  example ;  and,  never  very  good  mends 
m  the  days  of  their  conrt-prosperity,  they  were  both 
equally  reluctant  to  repose  confidence  in  each  other 
upon  this  strange  and  sadden  reverse  of  fortune.  So 
that  the  whole  party  sat  in  silent  dejection. 

Meanwhile,  then'  master  underwent,  in  the  retire- 
ment of  his  secret  chamber,  agonies  that  might  have 
•coned  for  some  of  those  which  had  been  imposed  by 
his  command.  He  paced  the  room  with  snort  and 
anequal  steps,  often  stood  still  and  clasped  his  hands 
together,  and  gave  loose,  in  short,  to  agitation^  which, 
in  public,  he  had  found  himself  able  to  suppress  so 
successfully.  At  length,  poMsing,  and  wringing  his 
hands,  ho  planted  himself  opposite  to  the  wicket- 
door,  which  had  been  pointed  out  by  old  Momay  as 
leadmg  to  the  scene  of  the  murder  of  one  of  his  pre- 
decessors, and  gradually  gave  voice  to  his  feelings  in 
a  broken  soliloquy. 

•*  Charles  the  Simple— Charles  the  Simple  I— what 
will  posterity  call  the  Eleventh  Louis,  whose  blood 
will  probably  soon  refresh  the  stains  of  thine  7  Iioois 
the  Fool-'Louis  the  Driveller— Louis  the  Infatuated 
— «re  all  terms  too  slight  to  mark  the  extremity  of 
my  idiocy  I  To  think  these  hotheaded  Liegeois,  to 
whom  rebellion  is  as  natural  as  their  food,  would  re- 
main quiet— to  dream  that  the  Wild  Bepst  of  Ardennes 
would,  for  a  nvoment,  be  interrupted  m  his  career  of 
force  and  blood-thirsty  brutality— to  suppose  that  I 
could  use  teason  and  arguments  to  any  g^ood  nuipose 
with  Charles  of  Burgundy,  until  I  had  tried  the  force 
of  such  exhortations  with  success  upon  a  wild  bull 
— ^Pool,  and  double  idiot  that  I  was !  But  the  villam 
Martius  shall  not  escape— He  has  been  at  the  bottom 
of  this,  he  and  the  vile  priest,  the  detestable  Balue.* 
If  I  ever  get  out  of  this  danger,  I  will  tear  from  his 
bead  the  OardinaPs  cap,  though  I  pull  the  scalp 
along  with  it !  But  the  other  traitor  is  in  my  hands 


-I  am  yet  king  enough— have  vet  an  empfa-e  roomy 
jnough— for  the  pumshment  of  the  quack-sahmg, 
word^mongering,  BUir-ga7ingi  Ke-coinmg  impcr*  - 
who  has  at  once  made  a  prisoner  and  a  dupe  of 


istor, 


— The  coniunction  of  the  constellations— ay.  the  eon- 
junction— He  must  talk  nonsense  which  would 
Fcarce  gull  a  thrice-sodden  shecp's-hend,  and  I  must 
be  idiot  enough  to  think  I  understood  him  I  But  we 
«hall  see  premntly  what  the  conjunction  hath  really 
boded.    But  first  let  me  to  my  devotions.'* 

Above  the  little  door,  in  memory  perhaps  of  the 
deed  which  h^d  been  do^e  within,  was  a  riide  niche, 
containing  a  crucifix  cut  in  stone.  Upon  this  emblem 
the  King  fixed  his  eyes,  as  if  about  to  kneel^but  stop- 
ped short,  as  if  he  applied  to  the  blessed  image  the 
principles  of  worldly  policy,  and  deemed  it  rasH  to 
approach  its  presence  without  having  secured  the 
private  intercession  of  some  eupposed  favounte.  He 
therefore  turned  from  the  cniafix  as  unworthy  to 
look  upon  it,  and  selecting  fVem  the  imsgee  with 
which,  as  often  mentioned;  his  hat  was  completely 
gamisned,  a  representation  of  the  Lady  of  Clery, 
knelt  down  before  it,  and  made  the  following  extra- 
oitiinary  prayer;  in  which,  it  is  to  be  observed,  the 
tfroesness  or  his  superstition  induced  him,  in  some 
Soiree,  to  consider  the  virgin  of  Clery  as  a  different 

*  Loiih  kciit  hi*  promiM  of  v«nfreaii««  afainst  CardiMl  La 
BahWf  whom  tie  alwajr*  hlamad  aa  havin;  botnifad  him  to  Bar- 
candy.  Afler  he  ha4  returned  to  hU  own  kioadom.  he  raiifed 
hia  lalA  (kvuurito  to  be  immured  m  one  of  the  iron  eafci  at 
L«>ebee.  Them  were  eonstraeted  with  horrible  incenaity,  *o 
tbafc  a  pcraon  of  ordinary  *ize  novid  neither  itand  up  at  hii  (hll 
beifftit  nor  lie  lenf  thwiae  in  them.  Some  a«cribo  tltis  liomd 
d«vice  to  Balue  himiieir  At  any  rate,  he  wai  confined  in  one 
mi  Uuiae  dent  Tor  oleten  year*,  aor  did  Louis  pormit  him  to  be 
SUvated  tUl  hit  laat  Ulaeai. 


person  from  the  Madonna  of  Embrun,  a  favourite 
idol,  to  whom  he  often  paid  his  vows. 

"  Sweet  Lady  of  Clery,"  he  exclaimed,  clasping 
his  hands  and  beating  his  breast  while  he  spoke— 
"  blessed  Mother  of  Mercy  I,  thou  who  art  omnipo- 
tent with  Omnipotence,  have  ooropassion  with  me 
a  sinner!  It  is  true,  that  I  have  something  neglected 
thee  lor  thy  blessed  sister  of  Embrun ;  but  1  am  a 
King,  my  power  is  great:  my  i\Talth  boundless";  and, 
were  it  otherwise.  I  would  double  the  gahelle  on  mv 
subjects  rather  than  not  pay  my  debts  to  you  both. 
Undo  these  iron  doors— fill  up  these  tremendous 
moat»— lead  me,  as  a  mother  leads  a  child,  out  of 
this  present  and  pressing  danger !  If  I  have  given 
thy  sister  the  county  of  Boulogne,  to  be  held  of  her 
for  ever,  have  I  no  means  oi  showing  devotion  to 
thee  also  ?  Thoti  shalt  have  th^  broad  and  rich  pro- 
vince of  Champagne;  and  its  vineyards  shall  ixmr 
their  abundance  into  thy  convent.  I  had  promised 
the  province-  to  my  brother  Charles ;  but  he.  thou 
knowest.  is  dead— poisoned  by  that  wicked  AsM  oi 
Saint  John  d'Angely,  whom,  if  I  live,  I  will  punish  I 
—I  promised  this  once  before,  but  this  time  I  will 
keg)  my  word.— I^  I  had  any  knowledge  of  the  crimo, 
believe,  dearest  patroness,  it  was  btcause  I  knew  no 
better  method  of  quieting  the  discontents  of  my  king- 
dom. O,  do  not  redkon  that  old  debt  to  my  account 
to-day ;  but  be,  as  thou  hast  ever  been,  kind,  benig- 
nant, and  easv  to  be  entreated !  Sweetest  Lady,  work 
with  thy  child,  that  he  will  pardon  all  past  sins,  and 
one— one  little  deed  which  I  must  do  this  night— nay, 
it  is  no  ««,  dearest  Ladyof  Clery— no  sin,  but  an  act 
of  justice  privately  administered ;  for  the  villain  js  the 
greatest  impostor  that  ever  poured  falsehood  into  a 
rrince's  ear,  and  leans  besides  to  the  filthy  heresy  of 
the  Greeks.  He  is  not  deserving  of  thy  protection ; 
leave  him  tb  my  care:  and  hold  it  as  good  service 
that  I  rid  the  world  or  him,  for  the  man  is  a  necro- 
mancer and  wizard,  that  is  not  worth  thy  thought 
and  care— a  dog,  iho  extinction  of  whdse  life  ought  to 
be  of  aslitih  consequence  in  thine  eyes,  as  the  ireod- 
ing  out  n  spsrk  that  drops  from  a  lamp,  or  springs 
from  a  fire.  Think  not  of  this  little  matter,  gentlest, 
kindest  Lady,  but  only  consider  how  thou  canst  be^t 
aid  me  in  my  troubles !  and  I  here  bind  my  royal 
signet  to  thy  effic>',  in  token  that  I  will  keep  my 
word  concerning  the  county  of  Champagne,  and  that 
this  sh«ll  be  the  last  time  I  will  trouble  the^in  afTnlrs 
of  blood,  knowing  t>»ou  art  so  kind,  so  gentle,  and  so 
tender-hearted." 

After  this  extraordinary  contract  with  fhe  object  of 
his  adoration,  Loilis  recited;  apparently  with  deep  de- 
votion, the  seven  penitential  psalms  in  Latin,  and 
several  aves  and  prayers  especially  belonidne  to  the* 
service  of  the  Virj^n.  He  then  arose,  sntipfied  thai 
he  had  secured  the  intercession  of  the  Saint  to  whora 
he  had  prayed,  the  rather,  os  he  craftily  refterud, 
that  most  of  the  sins  for  which  he  had  rcqncsietl  hir 
mediation  on  former  occasions  had  been  of  a  diSer- 
ent  character,  and  that,  therefore,  the  Lndv  of  Cicry 
was  le*»s  likely  to  consider  him  as  a  hardened  and 
habitual  shedder  of  blood,  than  the  other  saints  whom 
he  had  more  frequently  made  confidents  of  his  criuies 
in  that  res^pcct.  I* 

♦  While  I 

'<(  ' 
itni 


.  peni»ed  thene  poaMff*  in  the  old  miiniueri;>t  dirrw 

nieSe,  I  cnvld  not  help  rce'in^  aiionished  that  an  intellect 


itet  of  frnfricidp,  which  might  never  have  been  Hoi-pected. 
The  »vayin  which  the  fttory  in  i.arni!ed  br  U)e  corrup?ed  wut- 
tier,  who  could  jeiit  with  all  that  is  criminal  a«  well  at  wirh 
all  that  is  profligate,  is  worthy  Hie  reader's  notion  :  for  such 
actions  are  seldom  done  where  there  are  not  men  with  lif>aria 
of  the  nether  miit  •tone,  enable  and  williiif  to  lua'ic  Uicna 
matterM  of  laufhtcr 

"  Amon?  the  numemos  srond  tHrks  of  dinimnlaMon.  feints, 
and  fin«»«s  of  ipallnntry.  which  the  jrood  Klv  (Lonis  XI.)  did 
in  hip  liino,  he  put  to  ikmli  hi*  brother,  the  Duke  do  Guyennr 
at  the  moment  when  ihe  Duke  lc;ist  thnusht  of  loirh  a  thinif 
and  while  the  Kinf  was  makins-  the  greatest  show  of  love  tf 
him  during  his  life,  and  of  afl<'cU»D  for  him  at  his  death,  m.i 
nsfritiir  Ih*'  w  hole  cmrom  nitli  no  much  art.  'hat  it  would  nrve» 
havobeen known  hnd  nut  the  Kinir taken  into  his  own  i«rv1ct 
a  fool  who  had  bclon*ftd  to  his  decensed  bmtitrr.  n*it  il 
cbanood  ibat  Lovls,  beiue  engnted  in  Itia  devuat  prayer*  so  I 


108- 


WiHrtES  OUKWASLD. 


[Cttf.ZXVIfl 


When  he  had  thns  cleared  hia  ootiscieneft  or  rather 
^  whited  it  over  like  a  aepulchreL  the  King  thrust  hia 
head  out  at  the  door  of  the  hall,  and  sammoned  Le 
Balafirf  into  hia  apartment.  "  My  good  aoldier,"  he 
'  aaid,  '*  thou  haat  served  me  long;  and  haat  had  little 
promotion.  We  are  here  in  a  caae  where  I  may 
either  live  or  die ;  but  I  would  not  willingly  die  an 
ungrateful  man,  or  leave,  so  far  as  the  saints  may 
place.it  in  mv  pawer,  either  a  friend  or  an  enemy  un- 
recompensed.  Now,  I  have  a  friend  to  be  rewarded, 
that  is  thyself— an  enemy  to  be  punished  according 
to  his  deserts,  and  that  is  the  base,  treacherous  vil- 
lain, MarduB  Galeotti,  who,  by  his  impostures  and 
specious  falsehoods,  has  trained  me  hither  into  the 
power  of  my  mortal  enemy,  vnth  as  firm  a  purpose 
of  my  destruction,  as  ever  butcher  had  of  alaying  the 
beast  which  he  drove  to  the  ahambles." 

"  I  will  challenge  him  on  that  quarrel,  since  they 
say  he  is  a  fighting  blade,  though  he  looks  somewhat 
tmwieldy/'  said  Le  Balafr6.  ^  J  doubt  not  but  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy  is  so  much  a  friend  to  men  of  the 
sword,  that  he  will  allow  us  a  fiiir  field  within  aome 
reasonable  space :  and  if  your  Majesty  live  so  long, 
and  ei^oy  so  much  freedom,  you  shall  behold  me  do 
'battle  m  your  right,  and  take  as  proper  a  venaeanoe 
on  this  pnilosopner  as  your  heart  could  desire. 

"  I  commend  your  Dravery  and  your  devotion  to 
vny  service^'*  said  the  King.  "  But  this  treacherous 
viOain  is  a  stout  man-at-arms,  and  I  would  not  wil- 
lingly risk  thy  life,  my  brave  soldier." 

"  I  were  no  brave  soldier,  if  it  please  your  Majesty/' 
Mid  Balafre,  "if  I  dared  not  fhce  a  better  man  than 
lie.  A  fine  thing  it  would  be  for  m&  who  can  neither 
read  nor  write,  to  be  afraid  of  a  fot  lurdane,  who  has 
done  little  else  all  his  life!'* 

"  Nevertheless,"  said  the  King,  "  it  is  not  our  plea- 
sure so  to  put  thee  in  venmre,  Balafre.  This  traitor 
comes  hither,  summoned  by  our.  command.  We 
would  have  thee,  so  soon  as  tnou  canst  find  occasion, 
close  up  with  him,  and  smite  him  under  ihe  fifth  rib 
— Dosi  thou  understand  me?" 

"Truly  I  do,"  answered  Le  Balafi^;  "but,  if  it 
pleasa  your  MajestjTi  this  is  a  matter  entirely  out  of 
my  course  of  practice.  I  could  not  kill  you  a  di 
unless  it  were  in  hot  assault,  or  pursuit,  or  upon  dc 
ance  given,  or  such  like." 

"  Why  sure  tkou  dost  not  pretend  to  tenderness  of 
heart!"  said  the  King;  "  thou  who  hast  been  first 
In  storm  and  siege,  and  most  eager,  as  men  tell  me. 
en  the  pleasures  and  advantages  which  are  gained 
on  such  OGcasbns  by  the  rough  heart  and  the  bloody 
handl" 

"  My  lord,"  answered  Le  Balafr6,  *'I  have  neither 
feared  nor  spared  your  enemies,  sword  in  hand.  And 
an  assault  is  a  desperate  matter,  under  risks  which 
raise  a  man's  blood  so,  that,  by  Saint  Andrew,  it 
will  not  settle  for  an  hour  or  two,— which  1  call  a 
fair  license  for  plundering  after  a  storm.  And  God 
pity  us  poor  soldiers,  who  are  fifst  driven  mad  with 
danger^  and  then  madder  with  victory.  I  have  heard 
of  a  legion  consisting  entirely  of  saints ;  and  methinks 
it  would  take  them  all  to  pray  and  mtercede  for  the 
rest  of  the  army,  and  for  all  who  wear  plumes  and 
corslets,  butf-coats  and  broadswords.  But  what  your 
M^ue^ty  purposes  is  out  of  my  course  of  practice, 
though  I  will  never  deny  that  it  has  been  wkle  enough. 
As  for  the  astrologer,  u  he  be  a  traitor,  let  him  e'en 
die  a  troitor^s  death— I  will  neither  meddle  nor  make 
with  it  Your  M^esi^  has  your  Provost,  and  two  of 
his  Marsh al's-men  without,  who  are  more  fit  for 

orisons  at  the  hifh  sltar  of  our  Ltdy  of  Clery.  whom  he  caHed 
*»*  good  pfttromn.  and  no  perion  nigh  escspt  this  fool,  who, 
without  his  knowledge,  waa  within  earshot,  he  ihua  gave  vaot 
to  hii  pious  homilies  :— 

'*  *  Ah.  my  eood  Ladr,  mj  gentle  mistrees,  my  only  ft-lend,  in 
whom  alone  1  have  resource,  1  pra^  rott  to  supplioate  Qod  in 
my  behalf,  and  to  be  rojKadvocate  with  him  (hat  he  may  pardon 
'  me  the  death  of  my  brother  whom  I  caused  to  be  poisoned  by 
that  wicked  Abbot  of  Saint  John.  1  confess  my  guilt  to  thee 
M  to  my  good  patroness  and  mistress.  Bat  then  wh|it  could  I 
«lo7  he  was  perpetually  causing  disorder  in  mr  kingdom.— 
(^use  me  then  to  be  pardoned,  my  good  Lady,  and  I  know  wliat 
b  reward  I  will  give  thne.'  '* 

This  singular  conHuion  did  not  escape  the  jester,  who  up- 
bnidod  the  King  witn  the  fratricide  in  tba  (Isce  of  the  wholi 
eompany  at  dinner,  which  Louis  wss  (Isin  to  let  pasa  urithout 
•bsoirvatioa,  in  ease  of  increasing  Ute  slander 


with  him  thao.a  Scottiah 


ofaq 


faitaily  and  standing  in  the  asrviee.'^  . 

"  You  say  well,'^Baid  the  King;  "  bat,  at  leM  1 
belongs  to  thy  djty  to  prevent  mtemiptioii,  and  t 
guanfdie  execatioii  of  my  moat  just  aeateoee." 

"  I  wfll  do  so  against  aH  Peronna."  aaid  L^  Bab 
M»  "  Your  Mioesty  need  not  doubt  my  feaJt{  il 
that  which  I  can  reconcile  to  my  oonaeienoe,  wnc^ 
for  mine  own  convenienoe  and  the  aervioe  of  yoi 


royal  Majesty,  I  can  vonch  to  be  a  pretty  Isune  < 
at  least,  I  know  I  have  dene  sonie  deeds  Tor  yaa 
Majesty,  which  I  would  rather  have  eaten  a  haMi 


of  rov  own  dagger  than  1  woold  have  done  fior  aq 

"  Let  that  rest,"  said  the  Kkg;  "  and  hearvoo- 
when  Oaleotti  is  admitted,  and  the  door  abut  on  n^ 
da  you  stand  to  your  weapon,  and  guard  the  entiaoai 
on  the  mside  of  the  apartraeot  Let  no  one  intm^ 
that  is  ail  I  retjuire  of  yoiL  Go  heooe,  and  send  tli 
Provost-Mafahal  to  rae^" 

Balafri6  left  the  apartment  aeoordmgiyt  and  in  i 
minute  afkerwards  Tristan  THennita  entared  km 
the  hall.  .    . 

"  Welcome,  gossip^"  said  the  Sjngi  *' what  tUat 
eatthouofouraituanon?"      » 

"Am  of  men  sentenced  to  death."  said  theProfOfr 
Marshal,  *'  unlesa  there  come  a  ceptieve  from  on 
Dtike." 

"  Reorieved  or  not,  he  thai  decoyed  yam  into  lb 


fellow,  but  I  am  gratefuL  I  wiU  do  roy  duty  irte 
these  walls,  or  elsewhere )  and  while  I  live,  fat 
Msjesty's  breath  shall  pour  aa  poteoiial  a  noia  A 
condemnation,  and  your  sentence  be  aa  iiteraUyei- 
ecuted,  aa  when  you  sat  on  vour  own  throne,  fha 
may  deal  with  me  the  next  hour  for  it  if  ihey  will— 1 
care  not." 

"  It  is  even  what  T  esmccted  of  thee,  mytomng  goa- 
sip,"  said  Louis;  '*  but  nast  thoujRood  aasiaianeel— 
the  traitor  is  strong  and  abl»4iodied,  and  wfll4ori>i- 
leaa  be  clamorous  for  aid.  The  Soot  wfll  do  na^ 
but  keep  the  door;  and  well  that  ha  can  be  bnap^ 
to  that,  by  flattery  and  humouring.  Then  Ohiaa 
ffood  for  nothing  but  lying,  flatteiing;  and  aagMK 
dangerous  counseu;  and,  VetUrc  Satrnt-SUu!  I 
think  is  more  Kke  one  day  to  deaeanre  the  halter  kie- 
self;  than  to  u4b  it  to  anomer.  Haveyoa sMif  tank 
you,  and  means,  to  make  aharp  and  sibb  woikf 

"  I  haveTroia^EscheOes  and  Fetit-Andr(  wHh  aw, 
said  he—'*  men  ao  emert  in  their  effioe^  that  oatsf 
.three  men,  they  would  hang  up  one  era  Ins  two  coai* 
panions  were  aware.    And  we  have  all  laaolred  a 
live  or  die  with  your  Majeaty,  knowing  we  M 
have  as  short  breath  U>  draw  when  yon  aregons. 
ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  any  of  our  patients. — tSit  m 
ia  to  be  our  preaent  subject,  an  it  ploaae  your  Maai 
ty  7    I  love  to  be  aute  of  my  man;  for,  as^oor  m 
jestyis  pleased  sometimes  to  remind  me,  I  nave  no* 
and  then  mistaken  the  criminal,  and  atrong  up  in  k 
place  an  honest  labourer,  who  had  given  yotirl^ 


jestyno  oflbnce." 


tan. 


Joat  true,"  saki  the  other, 
that  the  condemned  peraon  ia. 


Know  thestM- 
i.Martiaa  Gabom 


Von  start,  but  it  is  even  aa  I  aa  v.  The  vfllaia  farib 
trained  us  sill  hither  by  falsa  and  treacberous  iw^ 
sentatbna,  thathe  might  put  UB,into  the  hands  oi  Ai 
Duke  of  Botgundy  without  defence." 

'  But  not  without  vengeance !"   aaad   Tnmms 


"  were  it  the  last  act  of  my  Hie,  I  woold  atmg  ia 
home  like  an  expiring  wasp,  ahould  I  be  cma&i  • 
piecea  on  the  next  inatantr 

"  I  know  thy  trusty  spirit,"  sakl  the  Kingt  **^ 
the  pleasure  which,  IQie  other  good  men,  thoa  dssi 
find  in  the  dischan^  of  thy  duty,  since  virtne^  as  da 
schoolmen  say,  is  its  own  reward.  Bat  away,  ad 
prepare  the  pnests,  for  the  victim  approaches.  "^ 

"  Would  yon  hsve  it  done  in  yoor  own  pmsiifs 
my  gracioua  lieae?"  said  Tristan. 

Louis  declined  this  ofier;  but  chaigad  thePkovoil 


|.  <ii»r.xxnn.i 


OUfiNlW  DVigVARD^ 


w 


s 


N  JCanbal  to  bfi?e  ever&tlmuc  ready  ^r  the  puiictnal 
execution  of  hia  vomrnVndt  the  moment  the  Astroio- 
I  ger  left  his  apartmiBnt;  *'  for/'  said  the  King,  "I  will 
^1  lee  the  ivUaia  oace  more,  juat  to  observe  how  he 
if  bears  himself  towards  the  maaterVhom  he  has  led 
li  into  the  toila.  I  shall  love  to  see  the  senae  of  an- 
I  preaching  dea,th  strike  the  colour  from  that  ruddy 
If  cboek,  aod  dim  that  eye  which  laughed  as  it  ued.-* 
If  0,  that  there  ware  out  another  with  him,  whQse 
coupaels  aided  his  prognostications  I  But  if  I  survive 
,.  this— look  to  your  scarlet,  my  Lord  Cardinal!  for 
lif  Rome  shall  scarce  protect  you— be  it  spoken  under 
li  favour  of  Saint  Peter  and  the  blessed  Lady  of  Clery, 
who  is  all  over  meroy.— Why  do  you  tarry  1  Qo  get 
t  vour  grooms  ready.  I  ej^pect  the  villain  instantly. 
H  I  pray  to  Heaven  ne  take  Oot  fear  and  come  not}— 
f  that  were  indeed  a  baulk.  Begone.  Tristan— thou 
I  wert  not  wont  to  be  to  alow  when  business  was  to 
I  be  done." 

"  On  the  coatrary,  an  it  liks  yonr  Majesty,  you 
t  were  ever  wont  to  say  that  I  was  too  fast,  ana  mis- 
I  took  yourpuipose^  and  dH  ihe  job  on  the  wrong  sub- 
ject. Now,  please  your  Majesty  to  give  me  a  sign, 
just  when  you  pari  with  Oaleotu  for  the  night,  wEe- 
ther  the  business  g<^  on  or  no.  I  have  known  your 
SCajesty  onos  sr  twice  change  your  mindi  and  plame 
me  for  over-despatch.*> 

"  Thou  suspicious  creature,"  answered  King  Louis, 
**  I  tell  thee  I  will  nW  change  dmt  mibd ;— hut  to  p 
leace  thy  remonstrances,  obse^e,  if  I  say  to  the 


kaave  at  parting,  'Tlere  is  a  Heaven  above  us  I' 
thea  let  the  buamess  go  on s  but  if  I  say,  'Go  in 
peace '  you  wiU  undemtand  that  my  purpose  is  al" 


am  to  have  him  dealt  upon?"     .  .        »..     , 

'*Ka,  no— ktiot.  noT  said  the  Kmg;  *'m  that  case 
ypu  let  him  pass  free.    But  if  I  say,  *Tfure  i*  a 


.-_  - _  pass  rrec.    But  a  i  say. 

Heaven  above  im/*  up  with  him  a^srd  or  two  nearer 
Jlie  planeta  he  is  so^oonversant  with.''  , 

"  I  wish  we  may  have  the  means  here,*'  said  the 
Provost.  . ,  , .      . 

"  Then  wp  with  him  or  down  with  hum,  it  matters 
aot  which,"  answered  the  King,  grimly  smiling. 
"  And  the  body,"  said  the  Provoat,  *^how  shall 
dinoseofitl" 

'^Lct  me  see  an  instant,"  said  the  King—'*  the 
windows  of  the  hall  are  too  narrow ;  but  that  pro- 
jecting oriel  is  wuie  enough.  We  will  over  with  him 
into  tne  Somnie,  and  imt  ajpaperon  his  breast,  with 
the  lesend, '  Let  the  justice  of  the  King  pass  toll-free.' 
The  Duke's  officers  may  seize  it  for  duties  if  they 
dare." 

The  Provost-Marshal  left  the  apartment  of  Louis, 
and  summoned  his  two  assistants  to  council  in  an 
««ionisure  in  the  ^athaii,  where  Trois-Eschelles 
•tuck  a  torch  agamst  the  wall  to  give  them  lizht. 
They  discoursed  in  whispers,  little  noticed  by  Ofaver 
Is  Dain,  who  seemed  sunK  ia  dejection,  and  Le  Bala- 
M^  who  was  fast  asleep. 

*  €k>mrades,"  said  the  Provdst  to  his  execution- 
ers, "  perhane  you  have  thought  that  our  vocatbn 
WBS  over,  or  that,  at  least,  we  were  more  likely 
to  be  the  subjects  of  ths  duty  of  othsri^  than  to  have 
Uny  more  to  discharge  on  our  own  parts.  But  cou- 
rage, my  mates!  our  gracious  master  has  reaerVed 
$or  us  one  noble  east  of  our  office,  sod  it  roust  be 
gallantly  executed,  as  by  men  who  woukl  uve  in 
iiatory." 

"Ay,  I  guess  how  it  is."  said  Trois-Eschellesi 
*  our  patron  is  hke  the  old  Kaisars  of  Rome,  who. 
prhea  things  came  to  an  extremity,  or,  as  we  would 
mjj  to  the  ladder  foot  with  them,  were  wont  to  se- 
0CC  from  their  own  ministers  of  justice  some  ex- 
Nsriencad  person,  who  might  spare  their  sacred 
HSTBona  from  ihc  awkward  attempts  of  a  novice  or 
il^fiderer  in  our  mystery.  It  was  a  pretty  custom 
*  ▼nrillM,  In  a  historr  of  Louis  XI.,  obMrvOT,  that  hla  Pn- 
'0«t'MnrahaS  watolien  ii.  prwiiittata  ia  nxeeutiooM  toila/ 
notlier  peraon  instoad  of  him  whom  tho  Kinv  had  indicatca. 
rtiifl  alwari  nceaaioned  a  doubla  exaoutioq.  for  tlia  wrath  or 
avenge  of  Loaia  wu  navar  aatitOad  wiUi  a  vieariow  puniah*  f 

■*^  ay 


ihf^t  way,  thou  bast  a  gift,  Trois-bsctieUes,  to  servv 
lim  for  ghostly  father  thyselt  But,  what  [s  mors 
naterial,  1  fear  you  must  use  your  poniards,  my 
nates »  ibr  vou  naVe  not  here  the  otttng  oonve* 


for  Ethnics :  boL  as  a  mpA  catholic^  I  should  maks 
some  scruple  at  laying  nands  on  the  Most  Christian 
Kina."  .  '    ' 

"  Nay^  hut,  brother  you  are  ever  too  scrupidons," 
said  Petit- Andrt.  "If  he  issues  word  aiid  warrant 
for  his  own  execution.  I  see  not  jiow  we  can  in  duty 
dispute  it  He  that  dwells  at  Rome  must  obey  ths 
Pope— the  Marshal's-men  must  do  their  master's 
blading,  and  he  the  Kine's." 

"  Hush,  you  knaves  1"  said  the  Provost-Marshal, 
"  there  is  here  no  purpose  concerning  the  King's  per- 
SOTv  but  only  that  of  the  Greek  heretic  pagan  and 
Msnoinedan  wizard.  Martini  Galeotti." 

**Galeotti!"  answered  Petit- Andr^;  "that  comes 
quite  natural.  I  never  kn^w  one  of  these  legerds* 
main  &lk>wsi  who  pass  their  life,  as  one  may  say,  ia 
dancing  upon  a  ti^t  rope,  but  what  thev  came  at 
length  to  caper  at  the  end  of  one— tM:k  I 

*'My  only  concern  is,"  saii}  Trois-Eschelles,  lopk- 
ing  upwards,  "  that  the  poor  creature  must  die  with- 
out confession  I" 

"  Tush  1  tush !"  said  the  Provoat-Marshal^  in  le- 
ply,  "  he  is  a  rank  heretic  and  necromancer— ^^hole 
college  of  priests  could  not  absolve  him  fh^m  the 
doom  he  has  deserved.  Besides,  if  he  hath  a  fancy 
thf^t  way,  thou  hast  a  ^t,  Trois-Eschelles,  to  servs 
him  f<      "^    '» -  '— »-—  -L-i'    «...  -..i._.  .• 

materj 

mates»  ,  .  ^ ,    - 

niences  for  the  exercise  of  your  profession.' 

"Now,  our  Lady  of  the  isle  of  Paris  foibid,"  said 
Trois-Eschelles,  that  the  King's  command  should 
find  mo  destimte  of  m^  tools !  I  always  wear  around 
my  body  Saint  Francis's  cord,  dotibled  four  timea 
with  a  handsome  loop  at  the  farther  end  of  it ;  for  I 
am  of  the  company  of  Saim  Francis,  and  may  wear 
'  is  cowl  when  I  am  in  &r^emt«^I  thank  God  and 

e  good  fathers  of  Saumur." 

"And  for  me."  said  Petit^Andr^  "I  have alwiiyf 
in  my  budget  a  handy  block  and  sheaf,  or  a  pulley  as 
they  oall  it,^  with  a  strong  screw  for  securing  it 
where  I  list,  m  case  we  should  travel  where  t'^s  am 
scarcsi  or  high-branched  from  the  ground.  I  hats 
found  It  a  great  convenience." 

"That  will  sujt  as  well,"  said  the  Provost-Mar* 
shal ;  "you  have  but  to  screw  your  pulley  into  yon- 
der beam  above  the  door,  and  pass  the  rope  over  itf 
I  will  keep  the  fellow  in  some  conversadon  near  the 
Mot^  until  you  a4ius(  the  noose  under  his  chin,  and 

"  And  then  we  run  up  the  rope,"  said  Petit-Andr^ 
"and,  t^tick!  our  Astrobger  ia  so  far  in  Heaven, 
that  he  hath  not  a  foot  on  earth." 

"  But  these  gentlemen,"  said  Trois-Eschdles,  look^ 
ing  towards  the  chimney,  "  do  not  these  help,  and 
so  take  a  handsel  of  our  vocation  T 

"  Hem !  no,"  answered  the  Provost;  "the  ba^r 
only  contrives  mischief;  Which  he  leavea  other  men 
to  execute;  and  for  the  Scot,  he  keeps  the  door  when 
the  deedisa-doing,  which  he  hath  not  spirit  or  quick? 
neas  sufficient  to  partake  in  more  actively—every  ona 
to  his  trade." 

With  infinite  dexterity,  and  even  a  sort  of  profes- 
sional delic[ht  which  sweetened  the  senae  of  tlieir 
own  precarious  situation,  the  worthy  execuUonera  of 
the  Provost's  mandates  adapted  their  rope  and  pulley 
for  putting  in  force  the  sentence  which  had  been 
uttered  against  Galeotti  by  the  captive  Monarch— 
seeming  to  nooiee  that  that  last  action  was  to  be  one 
so  consistent  with  their  past  life.  Tristan  I'Hermita 
sat  eyeing  their  prooeedmgs  with  a  species  of  satis- 
faction ;  while  Oliver  paid  no  attention  to  them  what* 
ever  I  and  Ludovic  Lesly,  i^  awaked  by  the  bustle^ 
he  looked  upon  them  at  all,  considered  them  as  en* 
gaged  in  matters  entirely  uhconnected  with  his  qwz) 
duty,  and  for  which  he  was  not  to  be  regarded  aA 
responsible  in  one  way  or  other.t 

t  The  saHior  hai  andearovred  to  flva  to  tha  o4fo«  THttaa 
l*Harmit«  a  tpMiaaofdovibd  and  brutal  ftdelitj  to  Laaii.  itaA* 
lar  to  tha  attaebnwnt  of  a  ball  dof  to  hi«  oiaaiar.  With  all 
thejttroeitj  of  hisaxenmble  eharacMr,  ha  wa«  oartainlj  a  mas 
of  courace.  and  was,  in  hia  jrouth,  made  knight  on  Uie  brearh 
of  PtonMo,  with  a  freat  mimlwr  of  other  roana  ncAlaa,  bf  tits 
hnnotir  ri^mf  hand  of  Uia  aktarOonou,  tlM  oebbiatid  Im««i  at 
CbaxlaatkaVUt'ti 


Ill 


QITENTOY  DITRWARD. 


[Cbav. 


C^APTEH  XXIX. 

RKCBIMINATION. 

Thy  time  it  not  vet  oot— ^m  devil  tlio«  lenrMt 
Hmm  not  aa  yet  oeeertod  thee.    He  aide 
The  lyienda  who  dnidte  for  him,  aa  the  blind  man 
Waa  aided  by  the  cuioe,  who  lent  hia  vhooider 
O'OF  rouf  h  and  trntoth.  until  he  reaeh'd  the  brink 
Of  the  fen  iweotpice-iiien  hnrl'd  him  downward. 

OUPktf. 

Whbn  obe^ng  the  command,  or  rather  the  re- 
quest of  Louis,— for  he  waa  in  circumatancea  in 
which,  though  a  monarch,  he  could  onljr  requeat  La 
Glorieuz  to  go  in  search  of  Martius  Qaleotti,~the 
Jester  had  no  trouble  in  executing  his  commission, 
D^aking  himself  at  once  io  the  Best  tavern  in  Pe- 
ronne^  of  which  he  himself  was  rather  more  than  an 
occasionar  frequenter,  being  a  great  admirer  of  that 
species  of  liquor  which  reduced  all  other  men's  brains 
to  a  level  with  his  own. 

He  found,  or  rather  observed,  the  Astrologer  in  the 
corner  of  the  public  drinkin^-ioom— stove,  as  it  is 
called  in  German  and  Flemish,  from  its  principal 
fumitlkre— sitting  in  close  colloquy  with  a  female  in 
a  singular,  and  something  like  a  Moorish  or  Asiatic 
garb,  who,  as  Le  Glorieuz  approached  Marthis,  rose 
as  in  the  act  to  depart. 

"These,"  said  the  stranger,  "are  news  on  which 
yon  may  rely  with  absolute  certainty;"  and  with 
that  disappeared  among  the  crowd  of  guests  who  sat 
grouped  at  difllerent  tables  in  the  apartment. 

**  Cousin  Philosopher,"  said  the  jester,  presenting 
hifnsel^  "Heaven  no  sooner  relieves  one  aentinel 
than  it  sends  anq^her  to  supply  the  place.  One  fool 
being  gone,  here!  come  another,  to  guide  you  to  the 
apartments  of  Louis  of  France." 

*'And  art  thou  the  messenger?"  said  Martiui, 
gazing  on  him  with  i)rompt  apprehension,  and  dis* 
covenng  at  once  the  jester's  Qtiality,  though  less  in- 
timated, fts  we  have  before  noticed,  than  waa  usual, 
by  his  external  appearance. 

'*Ay,  sir,  and  like  your  learning."  answered  Le 
Glorieux ;  when  Power  sends  Folly  to  entreat  the 
api>Toach  of  Wisdom,  'tis  a  sure  sign  what  foot  the 
patient  halts  upon." 

"  How  if  I  refuse  to  come,  when  summoned  at  so 
late  an  hour  by  such  a  messenger?"  said  Galeotti. 

"In  that  case  we  will  consult  your  ease,  and  carry 
you,"  said  Le  Olorieux.  **  Here  are  half  a  score  of 
stout  Burgundian  yeomen  at  the  door,  with  whom 
He  of  CreveccBur  has  furnished  me  to  that  effect. 
For  know,  that  my  friend  Charles  of  Burgundy  and 
I  have  not  tdied  away  our  kinsman  Louis's  crown, 
which  he  waa  ass  enough  to  put  into  our  power,  but 
have  only  filed  and  dipt  it  a  little;  and.  though  re- 
duced to  the  size  of  a  spangle,  it  la  still  pure  gold. 
In  plain  terms,  he  is  still  paramount  over  his  own 
people,  yourselr  includod,  and  most  Christian  King 
of  the  old  dinmjg-hall  in  the  Castle  of  Peroune,  to 
which  you,  as  hii!\  liege  subject,  are  presently  obliged 

"I  attend  you,  sir,"  said  Martius  Galeotti,  and 
aocomoanied  Le  Glorieux  accordingly— seeing,  per- 
haps that  no  evasion  was  possible.     - 

"Ay,  sir,"  said  the  Fool,  as  they  went  towards  the 
Castle,  "  you  do  well :  for  we  treat  our  kinsman  as 
men  use  an  old  famished  lion  in  his  caga  and  thrust 
him  now  and.  then  a  calf  to  mumble,  to  keep  his  old 
jaws  in  exercise." 

"Do. you  mean,"  said  Martina,  "that  the  King 
intends  me  bodily  injury  ?" 

"Nay,  that  you  can  guess  better  than  I,"  said  the 
jest3r;^%r,  though  the  night  be  cloudy,  I  warrant 
you  can  see  the  stars  through  the  mist.  I  know 
nothing  of  the  matter,  not  I— only  mv  mother 
alwdya  told  me  to  go  warily  near  an  old  rat  in  a 
traa  for  he  was  never  so  much  disposed^  to  bite." 

The  Astrologer  asked  no  more  questions,  and  Le 
Glorieux,  acaording  to  the  custom  of  those  of  his 
class,  continued  to. run  on  in  a  wild  and  disordered 
Btrain  of  sarcasm  and  folly  mingled  together,  until 
be  delivered  the  philosopher  to  the  guard  at  the 
eastle-gate  of  Peronne:  where  he  was  passed  from 
warder  to  warder,  and  at  length  admitted  within 
Hofaortf  a  Tower. 


The  hints  of  the  jeater  haditot  been  loat  on  Mat- 
this  Galeotti,  and  he  saw  something  which  seemed 
to  confirm  them  in  the  look  and  manner  of  Tristan, 
whose  mode  of  addressing  him,  aa  he  marshalled 
him  to  the  King's  bedchamber,  was  lowering,  soDeD, 
and  ominous.  A  close  observer  of  what  passed  oa 
earth,  as  well  aa  among  the  heavenly  Dodiesi,  ibt 
pulley  and  the  rope  also  caught  the  Astroloser  s  ejt\ 
and  as  the  latter  was  in  a  state  of  vibratbn,  he  coa- 
cluded  that  some  one  who  had  been  bnsy  adjusting  ii 
had  been  mterrupted  in  the  work  by  his  suddei 
arrival.  All  this  he  saw,  and  summoned  toq^ethcr  fail 
subtlety  to  evade  the  impending  danger,  resolved, 
snonld  ho  find  that  hnpossibla  to  defend  nimseif  t» 
the  last  sgainst  whomsoever  should  asaafl  Eiiii. 

Thus  resolved,  and  with  a  step  and  look  coma 
ppiiding  to  the  determination  he  bad  takeiL  Mar 
this  presented  himself  before  Lotna,  alfte  unaosafaed 
at  the  miscarriage  of  hia  predictions,  and  undtsmayBd 
at  the  Monarcn'a  anger,  and  its  probable  oonse 
quences. 

"Every  good  planet  be  gracious  to  yoor  M^jestyf 
said  Galeotti  with  an  incunation  almost  Oriental  ia 
manner^"  Every  evil  constellation  'withhold  tkeir 
influences  flrom  my  royal  master  I'* 

"Methinks."  replied  the  King,  "diat  when  ra 
]ook  around  this  apartment,  wh^  yon  think  wboe 
It  ia  Mtuated,  apd  how  j^arded,  your  vrisdoiA  mybt 
consider  that  my  )gK>itious  stars  had  in-oved  ftdb- 
less,  And  that  each  evil  conhinction  had  alresdy  dose 
its  worst  Art  thou  not  ashamed,  MaitiiiB  Gueoa^ 
to  see  me  here,  and  a  prisoner,  when  tou  recollect  br 
what  sBsurancea  I  was  hired  hither  T' 

"  And  art  thou  not  ashamed,  my  royal  Sire?'  ia> 
plied  the  philosopher;  "  thou,  whose  step  in  soaer 
was  so  forward,  thy  apprehension  so  qucfc,  tbjr  se 
severance  so  unceasingr-art  thou  not  asluuDed  s 
turn  from  the  first  frown  of  fortune,  ifte  s  crsvea 
from  the  first  clash  of  arms?  Dklst  (mo propose  to 
become  participant  of  those  m^teries  vska  rsias 
men  above  the  passions,  the  mischancn,  the  psina, 
the  sorrows  of  life,  a  state  only,  to  be  attimed  by 
rivalling  the  firmneas  of  the  ancient  Stok.  aod  dost 
ibou  shrink  from  the  first  pressufle  of  adversty,  aid 
forfeit  the  glorious  prize  for  which  thuu  didst  svmts 
a  competitor,  frijditened  out  of  the  ooura&  lliaa 
scared  racer,  by  shadowy  and  unreal  evils  ?r^ 

"  Shadowy  and  unreal !  frontlesaas  Ihoa  art!"  ei- 
claimed  the  King,  "is  this  dungeon  unreal ?~ihe 
weapona  of  the  guards  of  my  detested  enemy  B»- 
gundy,  which  you  may  hear  clash  at  the  gate,  are 
thoae  shadows  ?— What,  traitor,  arm  real  eril^  i 
imprisonment,  dethronement,  and  danger  of  1^  m 
not  so?" 

"  Ignorance— ignorance,  mv  brother,  and  pi^s- 
dice,"  answered  the  sage,  with  great  finnnc8&  "aic 
the  only  real  evils.  Believe  me,  that  Kings  m  ibe 
]  >lenitude  of  power,  if  immersed  in  ignurence  and  prt>> 
.  udice.  are  less  free  than  aagea  m  a  duni^eon,  asd 
oaded  with  material  chains.  Towards  this  tiM 
lappinesa  it  is  mine  to  guide  jroo^-he  it  youn  ti 
attend  to  my  instructions, 

"  And  it  is  to  such  philosophical  freedom  that  yea 
leasons  would  have  ginded  me?"  saki  the  Kna,  var 
bitteriy. ,  "  I  would  you  had  toki  me  at  PleBoS^  tte 
the  dominion  promised  me  so  liberally  yntm  an  enrnst 
over  my  own  passions ;  that  the  sucoeas  of  whiSiI 
Was  assured^  related  to  my  progreaa  in  pfailosinky; 
and  that  I  might  become  as  wise  andaa  leamedasa 
strolling  mountebank  of  Italy  1  I  mig^t  aurelr  kava 
attained  this  mental  ascendancy  at  a  more  modenii 
price  than  that  of  forfeiting  the  fairest  crown  ii 
Christendom,  and  becoming  tenant  of  a  donseona 
Peronne !  Go^ir,  and  think  not  to  escape' condcs 
punishment—  Them  U  a  JSeaevmi  abo»€  us  f* 

"  I  leave  you  not  to  yoor  fate^"  rq>Ued  HsniB% 
"  until  I  have  vindicated,  even  m  your  eyes»  darlh 
ened  as  they  are,  that  reputation,  a  brii^.ter  aea 
than  the  brighteat  in  thy  crown,  and  at  vrhich  0* 
worid  ahall  wonder,  saes  afWr  all  the  race  ol*  Capcl 
are  mouldered  into  obuviott  m  the  cbamelito  of  Saiaf 
Denis." 

"  Speak  on,"  aaid  I^ois ;  "  thine  impudence  can- 
not make  me  change  my  puiposea  or  my 
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Tef  u  T  may  newt  mun  ptBS  jodRment  bm  •  King, 
I  will  not  censuTB  thee  imtieord.  Speak,  then— 
though  the  beet  thou  canst  say  will  be  to  qpeak  the 
truth.  Confess  that  I  am  a  dupe,  thou  an  impostor, 
thy  pretended  science  a  dream,  and  the  planets  which 
shine  above  us  as  little  influential  of  our  destiny,  as 
their  shadows,  when  reflected  in  the  river,  are  capa- 
ble of  altering  its  course." 

"^And  how  know'st  thou,"  answered  (he  astro- 
.  boldly,  **  the  secret  influence  o(  yonder  bless- 

Jhts  ?    speak' St  thou  of  iheirinability  toinfluenoe 

waters,  when  yet  thou  know*st  that  even  the  weakest, 
the  moon  herself,— weakest  because  nearest  to  this 
wretched  earth  of  ours,— holds  under  her  domios- 
tion,  not  such  poor  streams  as  the  Somme,  but  the 
tides  of  the  mighty  ocean  itself,  which  ebb  and  in- 
erease  as  her  disk  waxei  and  wanes,  and  watch  her  in- 
fluence as  a  slave  waits  the^iod  of  a  Sultana  T  And 
now,  Louis  of  Valois,  answer  my  parable  in  turn- 
Confess,  art  thou  not  like  the  foolish  passenger,  who 
becomes  wroth  with  his  pilot  because  he  cannot  bring 
the  vessel  into  harbour  without  experiencing  occa- 
sionally the  adverse  force  of  winds  and  currents?,  I 
oould  indeed  point  to  thee  the  probable  issue  of  thine 
enterprise  as  prosperous,  but  it  was  in  the  power  of 
Heaven  atone  to  conduct  thee  thither ;  and  it  the  path 
be  rough  and  dangerous,  was  it  in  ray  power  to 
smooth  or  renderlt  more  safe  ^  Where  is  thy  wisdom 
of  yesterday,  wh^ch  taught  thee  so  truly  to  discern 
that  the  wavs  of  destiny  are  often  ruled  to  our  advan- 
tage, though  in  opposition  to  our  wishes?" 

You  remind  me— you  remind  me,"  sakl  the  Ciiig, 
hastily,  "  of  one  specific  fiilaehood.  You  foretold, 
yonder  Soot  should  accomplish  his  enterprise  fortu- 
nately for  my  interest  and  honour;  and  thou  know'st 
it  has  so  terminated,  that  no  more  mortal  injury 
oould  I  have  received,  than  from  the  impression 
which  the  issue  of  that  affair  is  like  to  make  on  the 
excited  brain  of  the  Mad  Bull  of  Buigiindy.  This  is 
a  dhrect  falsehood— Thou  canst  plead  no  evasion 
here— canst  refer  to  no  remote  favourable  turn  of  the 
tide,  for  which,  like  an  kiiot  sitting  on  the  bank  until 
the  river  shall  pass  away,  thou  would  at  have  me  w^it 
contentedly.- Here  thy  craft  deceived  thee— Hiou 
wert  weak  enough  to  make  a  specific  prediction, 
which  has  proved  directly  false." 

"  Which  will  provi^most  firm  and  true,"  answered 
the  Astrologer,  boldly.  "  I  would  desire  no  greater 
tnumjph  of  art  over  ignorance,  than  that  prediction 
and  Its  acomplishment  will  afford.  I  told  ,thee  he 
would  be  faithful  in  any  honourable  eommission- 
Hath  he  not  been  so  7—1  told  thee  he  would  be  scru- 
pulous in  aiding  any  ievir  enterprise— Hath  he  not 
proved  f»o1  If  you  doubt  it,  go  ask  the  Bohemian, 
Hayraddin  Maugrabin." 
The  King  here  coloured  deeply  with  shame  and 

'nold  thee,"  continued  the  Astrokxmr,  *'  that  the 
conjunction  of  pfanets  under  which  he  set  forth, 
augured  danger  to  the  person— and  hath  not  his  path 
been  beset  by  danger  1—1  told  thee  that  it  augured  an 
advantage  to  the  sender-and  of  that  thou  wilt  soon 
haye'the  benefit" 

'*  Soon  have  the  benefit r  exclaimed  the  King; 
**  Have  I  not  the  result  already,  m  disgrace  and  im- 
prisonment?" 

**  No,"  answered  the  Astrologer,  "  the  End  is  not 
«0  yet— thine  own  tongue  shairere  long  confess  the 
benefit  which  thou  hast  received,  from  the  manner 
in  whidi  the, messenger  bore  himself  in  dischaiging 
thy  commission." 

**  This  is  too— too  insolent."  said  the  Kiri^  "  at 
once  to  deceive  and  to  insult— But  hence!— think  not 
my  wrongs  shell  be  unatenged.— 79Ure  i»  a  Heaven 

Galeotti  turned  to  depart  '*  Yet  stop,"  sakl  Louis 
— ••  thou  besrest  thine  imposture  ^bravely  oat— Let 
Tttt  hear  your  answer  to  one  question,  and  think  ere 
rott  speak.— €an  thy  )/<etenaed  skill  ascertain  the 
boor  of  thine  own  death  ?" 

'*  Only  by  referring  to  the  fiite  of  another,"  said 
Galeotti. 

"  I  understand  not  thine  answer,"  said  Lome. 

"  Know  then,  O  jpnft"  nad  Martios,  "^  that  thU 


.  Ill 

only  I  can  tril  with'certahitr  ootneaBiing  mina  own 
death,  that  it  shall  take  piaoe  exactly  twenty-four 
hours  before  that  of  vour  Huesty."* 

^^Halsay'st  thou?"  sakl  Louts,  his  countenaooa 
again  altering.—"  Hold— hold— gp  not— wait  one  mo- 
ment—Sakist  thou,  my  death  should  follow  thine  as 
closely?" 

"  Within  the  space  of  twenty-foui  hours,"  repeated 
Galeotti,  firmly,  "  if  there  be  one  sparkle  of  true 
divlnatxm  in  tho^^  bright  and  mystenous  intelliipil- 
ces,  which  speak,  each  on  their  courses,  though  with 
out  a  tongue.— I  wish  your  Mtgesty  good  rest" 

"  Hold— hold— go  not,"  saM  the  Kinsf,. taking  ban 
by  the  arm,  and  leadung  him  from  the  do^M*.  **lf  ai^ 
tius  Galeotti,  I  have  been  a  kind  roaster  to  thee— 
enriched  thee— made  thee  my  friend— my  eompankm 
—the  instructer  of  my  studies.— Be  open  with  me,  1 
entreat  you.— Is  there  aiudit  in  this  art  of  yours  in 
very  deed?— Shall  this  Scot's  mission  be,  in  fact, 
propitkms  to  me  ?— And  is  the  meastue  of  our  lives 

*  The  death  of  Murtiot  Osleotti  waa  in  loaM  detree  ooniMei* 
ed  with  Louis  Xt.  Tko  Mtrologer  wu  ot  Lyona,  tnd  haarisf 
that  the  Kinf  wai  approaching  the  oiir.  sot  on  honebaek  m 
order  to  meet  him.  Ai  he  Uinw  himeeir  haatily  -Aom  hie 
lione  to  pay  hiareapeeta  to  the  Kinf.  he  fell  with  a  violenee 
which,  joined  to  liia  eatreme  oorpuUece,  waa  the  eauae  of  b|> 
death  In  147S. 

Bttttheaeate  and  ready- wfttetf  expedient  to  eaeape  inetaat 
death,  had  no  refeienee  to  the  hintory  of  Ihia  philoeopher.  Tha 
aane,  or  nearly  the  iamejtory,  ia  told  of  Tiberiua.  who  d«^ 
manded  of  a  aoothaayer.  TTifaaullua,  if  he  knew  the  day  of  hjs 
own  death,  and  reneived  Jbr  answer,  it  would  lake  piece  j«t 
thi»ie  days  before  that  oT  the  Emperor.  On  tiiia  npl/.  loatead 
of  being  thrown  over  Aie  locka  into  Uie  sea,aa  had  been  the 
tyrant'a  flrat  inrentioo,  he  waa  taken  craat  caie  of  ibr  Uie  ran 
of  hie  life.-r«cW  AiuuL  lib.  vL  cap.  lS._^ 

Tlw  cireamataacea  in  which  Lonia  XL  reoelvad  a  simllat 
lepty  tnm  an  aBtrolc«er  ^  ea  fbllow  i— The  aoothaayer  la 
qoeation  had  jweaaged  that  a  ftmtle  Ihveurite,  lo  whooa  the 
King  was  wry  moch  attached,  ahould  die  in  a  ^reek.  As  he 
proved  a  tree  prophet,  the  King  waa  aa  much  incensed  aa  if  the 
astrologer  could  have  pfovented  the  evil  he  predicted.  Be  aMt 
fbr  ttie  phitoBoplier,  and  had  a  party  aiatiooed  to  aasaaaioate 
him  av  he  retired  Aom  die  royal  pieaenoe.  Being  naked  by  the 
Kinr  concerning  hia  own  fbrtunea,  he  eonfeaaed  that  he  per- 
eeived  aigna  of  aome  imminent  danger.  Being  fkrther  queatioo- 
ee  tonceming  the  day  of  hia  own  death,  he  waaahrewd  enough 
£o  anawer  with  eempoaara,  thai  it  would  be  exactly  three  diqw 
befoie  Uiat  of  hia  Mejeaty.  Tliere  waa,  of  course,  care  takes 
ttiet  he  ahould  eaeape  hia  destined  Ikte ;  and  he  waa  erer  after 
much  protected  by  the  King,  aa  a  man  of  real  science,  and  io- 
fimately  eonneoted  with  royal  destiniea. 

AlUiongh  almoet  all  the  historians  of  Louy  repraaent  hia 
as  adupo  to  the  common  but  splendid  impostura  of  judioial  af> 
trology,  yet  hia  credulity  could  not  be  deep-rooted,  it  the  Ihl- 
lowing  anecdote,  reported  by  Bayle,  be  correct 

I7poii  one  oeeaaion.  Louie  intending  to  hunt,  and  doubtltal  ef 
the  weather,  inquired  of  an  astrologer  near  hie  person  whether 
It  would  be  Ikir.  The  aage.  having  r«>eourse  to  hie  astrolabe, 
anawered  with  confidence  In  the  afBrmative.  At  the  entrance 
of  the  foroat  the  royal  cortege  waa  met  by  a  chareoelman.  wlio 
expnaaed  to  aome  nenials  of  the  train  hia  aurpriae  that  the 
King  ahould  have  thought  of  hunting  «n  a  day  whioh  threates- 
ed  tempest  The  collier'a  prediction  proved  tnie.  The  King 
and  hia  court  were  driven  from  their  aport  well  dranched ;  and 
Louia,  having  heard  what  Uie  collier  had  aaid,  ordered  the  man 
beftore  him.  '*  How  were  you  more  accurate  in  forotellmg  thn 
weather,  my  friend,*'  aaid  he,  "  Uian  Uiia  leaned  man  r— **  I 
am  an  ignorant  man,  Siie,**  anawered  the  collier, "  waa  never  at 
achool,  and  cannot  read  or  write.  But  1  have  an  aatrologer  of  my 
own,  who  ahall  IbteteM  weatlier  with  any  of  them.  It  ia,  with 
reverence,  the  aas  who  carries  mv  eharooal,  who  alwaya,  whea 
bad  weather  is  approaching,  poinU  fonyard  his  ears,  walks 
more  alowly  than  usual,  and  tries  to  tub  himeelf  against  walls : 
and  it  waa  fh>in  theae  signa  that  I  foretold  yeaterday's  atorm.*^ 
The  King  buret  into  a  lit  of  laughing,  diamiaaed  the  astn»logi«tf 
bified,  and  aaeigned  the  collier  a  small  pension  to  maintain  the 
quadruped,  swearing  he  would  never  in  Aiture  trust  to  any  other 
astrologer  than  the  charcoalman's  asa. 

Bat  if  there  iaany  tniUi  in  thia  atory,  the  credulity  of  Leaia 
waa  not  of  a  nature  to  bo  removed  by  the  Ikilura  there  roeBtioiF> 
ed.  He  ia  aaid  to  have  believed  in  Uie  prediction  of  Assalo 
Catho,  hia  physician,  and  the  (Vieod  of  Cominee.  who  f6ret0M 
the  death  of  Charles  of  Burgundy  in  the  very  time  and  hoar 
when  it  took  place  at  the  battle  of  Mont  Upon  thia  aaswanea, 
Louia  vowed  a  ailver  acraen  to  tlie  ahrine  of  Saint  Hartls, 
whioh  he  afterwards  AalAlled  ai  the  expenae  of  one  hundred 
thouaand  franca.  It  ia  wall  known,  beaidea,  tliat  he  waa  the 
abject  and  devoted  alave  of  hia  phyaictona.  Coctier,  or  Cottier, 
one  of  their  number,  beaides  tlie  retaining  toe  of  ten  thouaand 
erowna,  extorted  Aom  hia  roval  patient  great  anma  ia  hmda  aad 


money,  and  in  addition  to  all,  the  Biahopric  of  Amiena  for  hie 
nephew.  He  maintained  over  Louia  unbounded  influence,  by 
uffing  to  him  the  moat  diarpspeetflil  harahneea  and  inaolesea. 
"  I  know,**  he  naid  tn  the  auflhring  King,  "  that  one  moraihg  yea 
will  turn  me  adrift  like  ao  mqny  othere.  But,  by  Hcavee,  yasi 
bad  better  beware,  fbr  you  will  not  live  eight  daya  after  y«« 
have  done  ao  I**  It  ia  unneceaaary  to  dwell  longer  on  the  fem 
and  auperatitiona  of  a  prince,  whom  the  wretched  leva  of  Ul^ 
inaaced  lo  eataait  lo  flash  iadigDilMiL 


ill2 

•lliiliuB,  yo«  speak  i  " 
Confess,  I  pray  you, 


IttUUNTUI  f>I7SWim>/ 


fOKMi. 


__    .-,         ,         ^ Conftas,  mt  good 

'Miiliua,  yo«  speak  after  the  trick  of  your  trade— 

^    '         pray  you,  and  you  shall  faaye  no  diaplea- 

at  my  hand.    I  am  in  yeara— a  prisoner— Tikely 


■to  ba  deprived  of  a  kingdom— to  one  m  my  condition 
truth  is  worth  kin&doma,  and  it  is  from  thee,  dear- 
eat  Martins,  that  I  most  look  for  this  inestimable 

**  And  I  hate  laid  it  Wore  yow  Mto<M<yi"  Mid  'On- 
-feMti,  **  at  the  lisk  that,  in  bmtaLpaaaion,  you  might 
turn  upon  roe  and  rend  me."  /   . 

**  Who,  I,  Qaleotril"  replied  Loois  mildly;  '*  Alas ! 
•thoni  mjstakest  ma  h-Aral  not  captive,— and  ahoidd 
iwt  I  be  patient,  eapecialliF  since  my  anger  can  only 
-ahow  my  impotehcel— Tell  me  then  in  sincerity-— 
Have  you  fooled  ms^—Or  is  your  sciends  tru^  and 
(do  vnu  tnily  report  it  T* 

*^Yonr  AUJesty  will  forgive  me  if  I  reply  to  yo&" 
•ail  Martiiis  Oaleotti,  "  that  time  onlyT^iroe  and  the« 
•vpvnt,  wiU  convince  mcredulity.  It  adts  ill  the  place 
of  confidence  which  I  have  held  at  ^e  council-table 
if  the  renowned  conaueror,  Hatfhiaa  Corvimts  of 
H{inffary— nay,  m  the  cabinet  of  the  Emperor  him- 
Mf— to  reiteratie  aaaurances  ef  that  which  1  have  ad- 
duced fts  true.  If  you  will  not  believe  roe,  I  can  but 
YefiBr  to  the  eoutse  of  events.  A  day,  or  two  days' 
iMHtience,  will  prove  or  dwprove  what  t  have  averred 
^ooDoemixiff  the  young  Scot }  and  I  will  be  contented 
to  die  on  me  wheel}  and  have  my  limbs  broken  Joint 
by  jomt,  if  jom*  Majesty  have  not  advantage,  and  that 
in  a  most  mioortant  degree,  non  the  dmmtless  oob- 
fftiet  of  that  wentin  Durwara.  But  if  I  vrere  to  die 
Under  such  tortures,  it  would  be  Veil  your  Majesty 
«honld  seek  «  ghosay  fiither;  1S»,  bora  the  moment 
any  last  groan  is  drawn,  only  twenty-four  hours  vriU 
maatn  to  yeu  for  confoatRm  and  pemtenoe.'* 

Louis  continued  to  keep  hold  of  Oaleotti*  s  robe  as 
lie  led  l\im  towards  the  door,  and  pronounced  as  he 
ODsned  K,  in  a  loud  vocia,  "  To-morrow  werll  talk  more 
w  dns.  Go  inpeace,  my  learned  fiither— Gk>  wi peace. 
— Qoinpeacer 

fie  repeated  these  words  three  tunes  {  and,  sdll 
mtniA  that  theProvovt-Mavshal  miipit  mistake  hispui- 
pose,  he  led  the  Astrologer  into  the  hall,  holding!  fast 
bis  robe,  as  if  afraid  thathe  ahould  be  tofn  fhunliim, 
•nd  put  to  death  before  his  c^ee.  He  dia  not  unloose 
luB  grasp  until  he  had  not  only  repeated  asain  and 
•nm  the  gracious  phraa^  **  Oo  m  peace,"  but  even 
made  a  private  signal  to  toe  Provost-Mardial.  to  en- 
iein  a  suspension  of  all  proeeedings  against  the  per- 
•911  of  the  Astrologer.  .       ,  ^ 

Thus  did  the  possession  of  some  ieoret  mlDrmttkm, 

j^^._    „.  J-^ .^-^: e^ 

•Galeot 

ffas  Lcuis,  the  meet  sagacious,  l_ ^— 

Vindictive,  amongst  the  monarchs  of  the  period,  cheat 
«d  of  l^is  rerenge  by  the  influence  of  superstition  upon 
■«  seliiah  temper,  and  a  mind  to  which,  from  the  con- 
jciousness  or  many  crimes,  the  fosr  or  death  was  pe- 

He  felt,  however,  eonsiderablenortifioation  atbemg 
^obliged  to  telimiuish  his  purposed  vengeaMe  i  and  the 
"disappointment  seemed  to  be  shared  by  his  satellites, 
to  whom  the  execution  was  to  have  been  committed. 
Le  Balafr^  alone,  perfectly  indifferent  on  the  subject^ 
«o  soon  as  the  countermandinff  si^fnal  was  given,  left 
the  door  at  which  he  had  posted  hmiself,  and  in  a  few 
minntef  was  fest  asleep.  ,.     .  , 

llie  Provost-Marshal,  as  the  group  recbned  them- 
Mlves  to  repoee  in  the  hall  after  the  King  retired  to 
%»  bodchamber,  continued  to  eye  the  goodly  form  of 
the  Astrologer,  with  the  look  of  the  mastiff  watching 
m  Joint  of  meat  which  the  cook  had  retrieved  from 
'his  Jaws,  while  his  attendants  communicated  to  each 
<dther  in  brief  sentences  their  characteristic  sentiroents. 

*^Thepoor  blinded  necromancer,"  whispered  Trois- 
Bschelles,  vrith  an  ahr  of  spiritual  unction  and  com- 
miseration, to  his  comrade,  Petit-Andr^**  hath  lost 
the  fairest  chance  of  expiating  some  of  his  vile  sorce- 
•  ties,  by  dying  throu^  means  of  the  cord  of  the  blessed 
9aint  FVands  I  and  I  had  purpose^  indeed,  to  leave 
.  Cke  comfortable  noose  aroimd  his  neck«  to  scare  the 
IWul  fitind  from  his  unhappy  carcass." 

^Andl,"  saidPetife-iJidr^  ^^hMremisssd  tfasnnst 


musdid  tiie  possession  or  some  secret  miDrmaoon, 
ned  to  audacious  coura/ge  and  readiness  of  wit,  nive 
ileotti  from  the  most  unminent  danfler  i  and  thus 
ks  Lcuis,  the  most  sagacious,  as  weD  as  the  most 


Opportunity  of  knToWng  howlar  a  vrai^t  of  sciwn— 
stone  will  stratch  a  three-plied  cord  P4t  would  kaise 
been  a  i^orious  experiment  in  our  line,— «iid  tibs  joMr 
old  boy  would  have  died  so  eesily  I" 

While  this  whispered  dialogue  was  gmng  lorwaro, 
Martiua,  who  had  taken  the  opposite  nde  m  the  bufle 
stone  fire-place,  round  which  tho  whole  |po«p  was 
assembled,  regarded  them  askanc^  and  with,  a  look 
of  luspiebn.  lie  first  pnt  his  hand  into  his  ^eBt,  and 
satislied  himself  Uiat  thehan^  of  a  very  sharp  double- 
edged  poniari  which  he  always  cankd  about  fain, 
was  disposed  conveniently  for  his  grasp  i  foi,  as  wm 
have  already  notieed,  he  wai^  thoogn  now  somewhat 
on  wieldly,  a  powerful,  athletic  man,  and  prompt  and 
active  at  the  Use  of  his  weapon.  SatissiBd  that  this 
trusty  instrument  waa  in  neadiBess,  he  next  tack.  fruB 
hie  bosom  a  scroU  of  parehmsnt,  inscribed  with  Cireek 
characters,  and  marked  with  cabalistic  signa,  diw 
together  the  wood  in  the  fire^pltoe^  and  mside  a  hiaae 
by  which  he  could  distiMuish  the  features  and  attiuide 
or  all  who  sat  or  lay  around— the  heavy  and  deep 
shimbersof  the  Scattish  soldier,  who  Isy  motionlesa 
with  his  rpagh  eovntenance  ss  immovable  as  if  it 
were  cast  in  bnmxe— the  pale  and  aaxiouB  face  of  Oli- 
ver, who  at  one  dmoessaned  the  apoearaBce  of  slcai- 
bei,  and  a^am  opened  his  eyea  and.raised  hia  head 
hastily,  as  if  stung  by  aome  iatemal  throe^  or  awaken- 
ed by  some  distant  sound— the  discontented,  asTSB*. 
ballHlog  aspect  of  the  Provoet,  who  looked 

•^ *'  (httlntB  of  kit  will, 

NM  hiK  nflowl,  9mA  srM^f  jrtt  toklH"— 

while  tbe  backgrotmd  was  filled  up  by  the  ishastlr 
hypocritical  countenance  of  Trots-Esehelles,  who* 
'   **  "  he  was  ia- 

droUev 
.- .  Jtit-Andr6,  wito  pmvmA  nmueir  witu  waak^ag 
the  gestures  and  wry  hctt  of  his  comiade  bdare  hs 
betook  himself  to  slesp. 

Amidst  theee  vulgar  and  ignoble  oosaieMBces. 
nothing  could  show  to  greater  advantags  than  the 
stately  form,  handsome  mien,  and  commandnft  fea- 
tures of  the  Astrologer,  who  might  have  pasaed  fon 
one  of  the  ancient  man,  imprisoned  in  a  dea  of  loh- 
ben,  and  about  to  invoke  a  spirit  to  accompGsh  kit 
liberation.  And,  indeed,  had  he  been  distiacmshsd 
by  nothing  else  than  the  beauty  of  the  giaciMl  sad 
ftowing  beard  which  deseendea  over  the  myaterioai 
roll  which  he  held  in  his  band,  one  mi^t  have  been 

Eardoned  lor  regretting  that  so  noble  an  appeads^ 
ad  been  bestowed  on  one,  who  put  both  taleats, 
Maninfl,  and  tbe  advantages  of  eloquence,  and  a  ma- 
jestie  person,  to  the  mean  purpoaes  of  a  cheat  aad  an 
impostor. 

Thus  passed  the  night  in  Count  Herbert'a  Tower, 
m  the  Castle  of  Peronne.  When  the  first  light  at 
dawn  penetnted  the  andent  Gothic  chamber,  the 
Jung  summoned  Oliver  to  his  presence,  who  fooad 
the  Monarch  sitting  in  his  nightgowi^  and  was  as- 
tonishsd  at  the  alteration  which  one  night  of  nort* 
anxiety  had  mad^  in  his  looka.  He  would  have  cz 
pressed  some  anxiety  on  the  subject,  but  the  Kinic  si 
lenesd  him  by  entering  into  a  statement  of  the  vaiiouL 
modes  by  which  he  bad  previously  endeavoHred  Ic 
form  friends  at  the  Court  of  Burgundy,  and  whick 
Ohver  was  chaiged  to  prosecute  so  soon  as  he  ahouM 
be  permitted  to  stir  abroad.  And  never  waa  that  wif 
minister  more  struck  vrttn  the  clearness  oC  the  Kk^ 
intelleet,  and  his  momatoluiowledgeof  all  the  i 
which  influence  human  actions,  than  he  w 
that  memorable  consultation. 

About  two  houra  afterwards,  Oliver  acoovdiniilf 
obtained  peraiission  from  Ae  Count  of  Crdvecona-  to 
m  out  and  execute  the  commissions  whieh  hia  niaatsrf 
had  u&trusted  him  wiUi ;  and  Louia  sending  ihr  the 
Astrologer,  in  whom  he  seemed  to  have  wngwed  hia 
foitk,  h^  vrith  him.  in  like  manner,  a  long  esasolta- 
tion^  the  issue  of  whkh  appeared  to  avs  him  mofe 
spinfs  and  confidence  than  he  had  at  nrst  egfaftiitcd; 
so  that  he  dressed  himself;  and  received  themorniM 
compliments  of  Cr^vecceurwith  a  cahnaesa  at  whiefi 
the  fiui)gundian  Loid  could  not  help  woncwroK,  the 
rather  that  he  had  already  heard  that  tbe  Duke  had 
passed  several  houre  m  a  state  of  mind  whfoh  awMiiad 
to  render  the  Song's  safety  very  preoariou^ 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 

tJ2IC»iTAIllTT. 


)  On  ooonielt  waver  Ifln  the  untteadr  baifc, 
That  reals  amid  the  atrifc  of  aaeetteg  cttntmta 

Ir  the  night  Mssed  by  Louto  was  careluIlYraxious 
And  agitated,  Uiat  spent  by  the  Doke  of  Bur^ndy, 
fffao  had  at  no  time  the  same  mastery  over  his  pas- 
sions, and,  indeed,  who  j)ennitted  them  almost  a  free 
and  uncontrolled  dominion  over  bis  actions,  was  still 
more  disturbed.  • 

According  to  the  custom  of  the  period,  two  of  his 
principal  and  most  favoared  oouneellors,  lyHymbtn^ 
court  and  Des  'Comines^  shared  his  bedchamber, 
eouches  bein^  prepared  for  them  near  tne  bed  of  the 
prince.  Their  attendance  was  never  more  necessary 
than  upon  this  night,  when,  distracted  by  sorrow, 
bv  paasion,  by  the  desire  of  revenge,  and  by  the  sense 
or  honoiif,  which  forbade  him  to  exercise  it  upon 
Louis  in  his  present  condition,  the  Duke's  mind  re- 
sembled a  volcano  in  eruption,  which  throws  forth 
all  the  dilierent  contents  of  the  monntain,  mingled 
and  molten  into  one  burnrng  mass. 

He  refused  to  throw  ofThis  clothes,  or  to  make  any 
preparation  for  sleep;  but  spent  the  night  in  asue- 
oession  of  the  most  violent  bursts  of  passion.  In 
some  paroxysms  he  talked  incessantly  to  his  attend- 
ants so  thick  and  so  rapidly,  that  they  were  really 
•firaid  his  senses  would  kive  way  j  choosmg  for  his 
theme,  the  merits  and  ine  kindness  of  heart  of  the 
murdered  Bishop  of  Liege,  and  reeallmff  all  the  in- 
stapcee  of  mutual  kindness,  afrection,ana  confid^ce, 
which  had  passed  between  tfaenh  uniu  he  had  worked 
himself  into  such  a  transport  of  grie^  that  he  throw 
himself  upon  his  face  in  the  bed,  and  seemed  ready  to 
choke  with  the  sobs  and  tears  which  he  endeafoured 
to  stifle.  Then  starting  from  the  couch,  he  gave  vent 
at  once  to  another  and  more  furious  mood,  and  tra- 
versed the  room  hastily,  uttering  incoherent  threats, 
and  still  more  incoherent  oaths  of  vengeance,  while, 
stamping  with  his  foot,  according  to  his  customary 
action,  he  invoked  Saint  George,  Saint  Andrew,  and 
whomsoever  else  he  held  most  holy,  to  bear  wimess, 
that  he  would  take  bloody  vengeance  on  De  la  Marck, 
on  the -people'  of  Liege,  and  on  him  who  was  the  au- 
thor of  the  whole.— These  last  threats,  uttered  more 
obscurely  than  the  others^  obviously  concerned  the 
IMsrson  of  the  Xing }  and  at  one  time  the  Duke  ex- 

Sressed  his  determination  to  send  for  the  Duke  of 
Tormandy,  the  brother  of  the  King;  and  with  whom 
Louis  was  on  the  worst* terms,  in  order  to  compel 
the  captive  Monarch  to  surrender  either  the  tliown 
Itself;  or  some  of  its  most  valuable  rights  and  appa- 
nages. 

Another  day  and  night  passed  m  the  ^me  stormy 
-and  fitful  deliberations,  or  rather  rapid  transitbns  of 
passion ;  for  the  Duke  scarcely  ate  or  drank  never 
changed  his  dress,  and,  altogether,  demeaned  himself 
like,  one  in  whom  rage  m^t  terminate  in  ntter  in- 
•  sanity.  By  degrees  he  became  mora  composed,  and 
Vegan, to  hold,, from  time  to  time,  consultations  with 
his  ministers,  in  which  mu^h  was  proposed,  but  no- 
thing resolved  on.  Comines  assures  us,  that  at  one 
lime  a  courier  was  mounted  in  readiness  to  depart  for 
the  purpose  of  summoning  the  Duke  of  Normandy; 
and  in  that  event,  the  prison  of  the  French  monarch 
would  probablv  have  been  found,  as  in  similar  cases. 
%  brief  road  to  ois  grave. 

At  other  times,  when  Charles  had  exhausted  ,hi8 
fury,  he  sat  with  his  features  fixed  in  stem  and  rigid 
fflimobility,  like  one  who  broods  over  some  desperate 
deed  to  which  he  is  as  yet  unable  to  work  up  his  reso- 
lution. And  unquestionably  it  would  have  needed 
little  more  than  an  insidious  hint  from  any  of  the 
counsellors  who  attended  his  person^  to  have  pushed 
the  Duke  to  some  very  desperate  acnon.  But  the  no- 
blesof  Burgundy,  from  the  eacred  character  attached 
to  the  person  of  a  King,  nnd  a  Lord  Paramount,  and 
from  a  regard  to  the  public  faith,  as  well  as  that  ot 
their  Duke;  which  had  been  pledged  when  Louis 
threw  himsel*  into  their  power,  were  almost  unani- 
mously inclin  *d  to  recommend  moderate  measures ; 
and  the  argu  nents  which  D'Hymbercourt  and  Des 
Vsi.  \V. 


Comines  had  n^r  and  dien  ventured  to  iiisbntie 
dnring  the  ifight,  were^  in  die  cooler  houra  ^  thf 
next  mommg,  advanced  and  urged  by  Crdvecosur  aii4 
others.  Possibly  their  zeal  in  behalf  of  the  Kmg 
might  not  be  entirely  disinterested.  Many,  as  wt^ 
have  mentioned,  had  already  experienced  the  bounty 
of  the  King ;  othere  had  either  estates  or  pretenskMM 
hi  Prance,  which  placed  them  a  little  under  his  in* 
fluenoe;  and  it  is  oertam  that  the  treasure  which  had 
loaded  four  mules  when  the  King  entered  Peronns; 
beoamo  muoh  lighter  in  the  course  of  these  negofi*- 
ikmsw 

In  the  course  of  the  third  day,  the  Count  of  Canip«^ . 
basso  brought  his  Italian  wit  to  usist  thecounseli 
of  Charles ;  and  well  was  it  for  Louis,  that  he  had 
not  arrived  wben'the  Duke  was  m  his  first  fory.  Im- 
mediately on  his  arrival,  a  regular  meeting  of  tht 
Duke's  oounssllora  was  convened,  for  considering 
the  measures  to  bo  adopted  in  this  singular  crisis* 

On*  this  oceasion,  Campo-basso  gave  his  opimon, 
oonched  in  the  apologue  of  the  Traveller,  the  Addei^ 
and  the  Fox ;  and  reminded -the  Duke  of  the  adviot 
whidi  Reynard  gave  to  the  man,  that  he  shouM  orudi 
his  mortal  enemy,  now  that  chance  had  placed  bi| 
fate  at  his  disposal  Des  Cominee^  who  saw  ibfk 
Dnke's  eyes  epukle  at  a  proposal  which  his  own  vi0 
lence  of  temper  bad  already  repeatedly  suggesteiL 
hastened  to  s^ate  the  possibility,  thai  Louis  mighl 
not  be^  in  fact,  ao  directly  aocessary  to  the  sanguinary 
action  which  had  been  oonunitted  at  Sohonwaldli 
that  he  might  be  able  to  clear  himself  of  the  impota 
tion  laid  to  his  charge,  and  perhaps  to  make  oth«r 
atonement  for  the  distractions  which  his  intrigues  had 
occasioned  in  the  Didte's  dominions,  «nd  those  of 
his  allies;  and  that  an  act  of  violence  perpetrated  oil 
the  King,  was  sure  to  bring  both  on  Prance  and  Bnr 
gundy  a  train  of  the  most  unhappy  consequence% 
amongst  whiefa  not  the  least  to  be  beared  was,  that  the 
English  might  a? ail  themselves  of  the  commotk>ns 
and  civil  discord  which  must  needs  ensoa  to  repos- 
sess themselves  of  Normandy  and  Ouyemie,  and  re- 
new those  dreadfhl  wars,  which  had  only,  and  witil 
difficulty,  been  tenninated  by  the  union  ot  both 
France  and  Burgundy  agafaist  the  common  enemy* 
'Finally,  he  confossedi  that  he  did  not  ipean  to  t 
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the  absolute  and  free  dismissal  of  Louis ;  but  oi 
that  the  Duke  should  avail  himself  no  forther  of 
present  condition,  than  merely  10  estabbah  a  fair  no 
equitable  treaty  between  the  countries,  with  such  se- 
curity on  the  King*8  part,  as  should  make  it  difflouk 
for  bun  to  break  his  failh,  or  dismrb  the  internal  peaea 
of  Burmindy  in  foture.  D'Hymbercourt,  Crdvecmiif, 
and  others,  signified  their  reprobation  of  the  violeqt 
measures  proposed  by  Campo-basso,  and  their  opi- 
nion, that  m  the  way  of  treaty  morepennanant  advan- 
tages could  be  obtained,  and  in  a  manner  more  ho- 
nourable for  Burgundy,  than  bv  an  action  which  would 
stain  her  with  a  hreach  of  faith  and  hospitality. 

The  Duke  listened  to  these  arguments  with  hia 
looks  fixed  on  the  ground,  and  his  brows  so  knitted 
together  as  to  bring  his  bushy  eyebrows  mto  ono 
mass.  But  when  Cr^vecorar  proceeded  to  say,  that 
he  did  not  believe  Louis  either  knew  of,  or  was  aocea- 
saiy  to,  the  atrocious  act  of  violence  committed  at 
Schonwaldt,  Chartos  raised  his  head,  and  dartnig  a 
fierce  look  at  his  counsellor,  exclaimed,  **  Have  yott 
too,  Cr^eccBur,  heard  the  gold  of  Prince  dink  ?■— He 
thinks  it  rings  in  my  councils  as  merrily  as  ever  the 
bells  of  Saint  Denis— Dare  any  one  say  that  Louis 
is  not  the  fomenter  of  these  feuds  in  Flanders  T*   . 

"My  gracious  lord,"  said  Cr^vecoaur,  ** my  hand 
has  ever  been  more  conversant  with  steel  than  with 
gold;  and  so*far  am  I  firom  holding  that  Louis  »• 
free  from  the  chared  of  having  caused  the  disturb* 
ances  in  Flimdere,  that  it  is  not  long  since,  in  thefhoc 
of  his  whole  Court.  I  charged  him  with  that  breacN 
of  faith,  and  offered  him  defiance  in  your  name.  Bnf 
although  his  intrigues  have  boen  doubtless  the  origi* 
nal  cause  of  these  commotions,  f  am  so  far  from  no 
lieving  that  he  authorized  the  death  of,  the  Areh* 
bishop,  that  I  believe  one  of  his  emissaries  publicly 
protested  against  it ;  and  I  could  produce  the  maiii 

re  it  your  Grace's  pleasure  to  see  him."' 

'It  it  our  pleasure,"  said  the  Duke;     **SKiit 
60 
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George  t  can  yoQ  doubt  that  we  danre  to  acl  jostlf  1 
Bvcn  in  the  higbcst  flight  of  our  paaaion,  we  are 
known  for  an  upright  and  a  jiiat  iiAige.  We  will  aee 
Prance  odreelf— we  will  ouraelf  charge  him  with  our 
wrongs,  and  ouraelf  state  lo  him  the  reparation  which 
we  expect  and  demand.  If  he  shall  be  Ibund  guilt- 
laaa  of  this  murder,  the  atonement  for  other  cnmes 
may  be  more  easy— If  he  hath  been  guilty,  who  shaii 
■ay  that  a  life  of  penitence  in  some  retired  monaslerv 
were  not  a  most  desenrod  and  a  moat  merciAd  doom  1 
—Who,"  he  added,  kindling  aa  he  apoke,  "  who  ahaU 
dare  to  blsme  a  revenge  yet  more  direct  and  mone 
iMedy7  Let  vour  witneaa  attend->We  will  to  the 
Castle  at  the  hour  before  noon.  Some  articlea  we 
will  minute  down  with  which  he  ahall  oomplyt  or 
wo  on  his  head  1  othere  ahall  depend  upon  the  proof. 
Break  up  the  coimeil  and  disroiaa  youxaelvea  I  will 
but  change  my  dreas,  as  this  is  scarce  a  fitting  trim  in 
which  to  wait  on  my  mo^t  graeUnu  S&verdxnJ^ 

With  a  deep  and  bitter  emphasis  on  the  last  ex- 
pression, the  Duke  arose,  aiod  strode  out  of  the 
room. 

"  Louis's  safety,  and  iirbat  is  worse,  the  honour  of 
Burgundy,  depend  on  a  cast  of  the  dice,"  said  D'Hym- 
bercourt  to  Crdvecoeur  and  to  Dea  Comines— "  Haste 
thee  to  the  Castle,  Des  Comines— thou  hast  a  better 
filed,  tongue  than  either  Cr^TecQur  or  L  Explain  to 
Louia  what  storm  is  approaching— he  will  best  know 
bow  to  pilot  himself.  I  trust  this  lifa-auardaman  will 
aav  nothing  which  can  aggravate;  lor  who  knowa 
wnjtt  may  have  been  the  aecret  commission  with 
which  he  was  charged?" 

"  The  young  man,"  said  CrdvecGeur,  **  seems  bold, 
yet  prudent  and  wary  far  beyond  his  yesrs.  In  all 
which  he  said  to  me  he  waa  tender  of  the  King's  cha- 
racter, as  that  of  the  Prince  whom  he  aerves.  I  trust 
he  will  be  equally  so  in  the  Duke*s  presence.  I  must 
go  seek  him,  and  also  the  young  Countess  of  Croye." 

"The  Countess  1— you  told  ua  you  had  left  her  at 
Saint  Bridget's  Nunnery  7" 

"Ay,  but  I  was  obliged,"  said  the  Count,  "to  send 
for  her  express  bv  the  Duke's  orders;  and  slie  has 
been  brought  hither  on  a  litter,  aa  being  unable  to 
travel  otherwiae.  She  waa  in  a  state  otthe  deepest 
distress,  both  on  account  of  the  uncertainty  of  the 
late  of  her  kinawoman,  the  Lady  Hameline.  and  the 
gloom  which  overhangs  her  own ;  guilty  as  she  haa 
pean  of  a  feudal  delinquency^  in  withdrawing  herself 
from  the  protectk>n  of  her  Iiege  lord.  Duke  Charles, 
who  ia  not  the  person  in  the  world  most  likely  to 
view  with  indiflerence  what  trenches  on  his  seigni- 
orial ri^hu." 

The  information  that  the  young  Countess  was  in 
the  hands  of  Charles,  added  fresh  apd  more  pointed 
thoma  to  Louis's  reflections.  He  was  conscious 
that,  by  explaining  the  iifitrigues  by  which  he  had  m- 
duoed  the  Ladv  Hameline  and  her  to  resort  to  Pe- 
ronne,  she  might  supply  that  evidence  which  he  had 
removed  by  the  execution  of  Zamet  Maimrabin ;  and 
he  knew  well  how  much  such  proof  of  his  having 
mterfered  with  the  rights  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundv, 
would  Airnish  both  motive  and  pretext  for  Charles's 
availing  himself  to  the  uttermost  of  his  present  pre- 
aicainent. 

Louis  discoursed  on  these  matters  with  great 
anxiety  to  the  Sieur  D^  Comines.  whose  acute  and 
political  talenta  better  suited  the  King's  temper  than 
the  blunt  martial  character  of  CreveccBur,  or  the 
feudal  haughtiness  of  D'Hymbercourt. 

/These  uron-handed  soldiers,  my  good  fnead  Co- 
mines,"  he  said  to  his  future  historian,  "should 
never  enter  a  King's  cabinet,  but  be  left  with  the 
halberds  and  partisans  in  the  antechamber.  Their 
hands  are  indeed  made  for  our  use,  but  the  monarch 
who  puts  their  heads  to  any  better  occupation  than 
that  of  anvils  for  his  enemies'  swords  and  inaces, 
ranks  with  the  fool  who  presented  his  mistress  with 
a  dojs-leash  for  a  carcanet  It  is  with  such  as  thou,' 
PhQip,  whose  eves  ar^  gifted  with  the  quick  and  keen 
sense  that  sees  beyond  the  exterior  surface  of  affaire, 
that  Princes  should  share  'heir  council- table,  their 
cabinet— what  do  I  say  7— ttie  most  secret  recesses 
of  their  soul." 

Dat  Amines,  himaelf  ao  keen  a  spirit,  waa  natu- 
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rally  jpvtifled  with  the  approbaiioo  of  the  ibs« 
sagaaoua  Prince  in  Europe ;  and  ba  could  not  ao  fir 
disguise  his  internal  oatiafiBctioB,  but  that  Ixmis  ms 
aware  he  had  made  aome  impreanon  on  him. 

*'  I  would."  coBtiDued  he,  that  I  had  audi  a  mt- 
vaot,  or  rather  that  I  were  worthy  to  have  aack  a  ooe! 
I  had  not  then  htea  in  thia  onfonunate  satoatige: 
which,  nevertbeleaa,  I  ahould  hardly  reg;ret,  coaUl 
but  diaoover  any  roeana  of  awaring  toe  aerviGeaof  ■ 
experienced  a  statist." 

Des  Comines  said,  that  all  his  fociiltkaLaodi « 
they  were,  were  at  the  service  of  his  Most  Chrisia 
Maieaty,  aaving  always  hia  allegianoe  to  hb  ligkif 
lord,  Duke  Charlea  oi  Buigundy. 

"  And  am  I  one  who  would  aeduce  yon  from  At 
allegianoe  7"  aaki  Louia,  pathetically.  **  Alaa !  aal 
not  now  endangered  by  having  reposed  too  OBMk 
confidence  in  my  vaasal  ?  and  can  the  casse  of  leadL 
good  faith  be  more  aacred  with  any  than  with  wa, 
whose  safety  depends  on  an  appeal  to  it  7 — Na  Pb> 
lip  Dea  Comines— continue  to  aerve  Charlea  of  Bv 
gundv;  and  you  will  beat  aerve  him,  by  bTioe!SB 
round  a  fair  acoommodatk>n  with  Loma  of  FVaso. 
In  doing  thus,  you  will  serve  us  both,  and  oee,  a 
leaat,  will  be  grateful.  I  am  told  your  appoinineM 
in  this  Court  hardly  match  thoae  of  the  GraadF^ 
coner;  and  thua  the  services  of  the  wisest  couaeeSs 
in  Europe  are  put  on  a  level,  or  rather  ranked  befev, 
those  or  a  fellow  who  feeds  and  phyaica  kites !  Fnaa 
has  wide  landa— her  King  haa  much  gold.  Akm 
mOi  my  friend,  to  rectify  this  scandaloiia  iaeqal 
ty.  The  means  are  not  diaunt—Peraiit  ne  ts  w 
them." 

The  King  produced  a  weighty  bag  of  moofy;  ba 
Des  Comines,  more  delicate  in  hia  sentinKats  ika 
moat  courtiers  of  that  time,  declined  the  pntf^  de- 
claripg  himself  perfectly  satisfied  with  tlsei^tes^br 
of  his  native  Prince,  and  assuring  L.ouiati9rt»di 
sire  to  serve  him  could  not  be  increased  bf  the  se- 
ceptance  of  any  such  gratuity  aa  he  had  pnnni. 

^* Singular  man!"  exclaimed  the  King;  Waa 
embrace  the  only  courtier  of  his  dme,  atonccopiUa 
and  incorruptible.  Wisdom  ia  to  be  desired  aaa 
than  fine, gold;  and  believe  me^  I  trust  in  tbTkind- 
■neaa,  Phili;^  at  this  pinch,  more  than  I  do  in  thepo- 
chaaed  asaistance  of  many  who  have  received  aiy 
gifta.  I  know  you  will  not  counael  your  mssia  la 
abuse  such  an  opportunity,  as  fortune,  and,  lo  ipcek 
plain.  Dea  Comines,  as  my  o^n  folly,  has  afind 

"To  4>lmse  it,  by  no  means,"  answered  the  b 
tori»n ;  "but  most  certainly  to  use  it." 

"  How,  and  in  what  degrree  7"  said  Lonia.  *"!  «» 
not  aas  enough  to  expect  that  1  shall  escape  withosl 
some  ransom--4)ut  let  it  be  a  reasonable  one — ^leasaa 
I  am  ever  willing  to  listen  to-ai  Paha  or  at  Piesait 
equally  as  at  Peronne." 

"  An,  but  if  it  like  your  Majesty,"  replied  De^  G>> 
mines,  "Reason  at  Paris  or  Plessia  vraa  used  ia 
speak  in  so  low  and  soft  a  tone  of  voice,  that  ibs 
could  not  always  gain  an  audience  of  yourMBJeaty— 
at  Peronne,  she  borrows  the  speaking  trumpet  U 
Necessity,  and  her  voice  becomea  lordly  and  ia 
perative. 

"You  arc  figurative,'*  said  Louie,  unable  *o  reutnm 
an  emotion  oipeevishness ;  "1  am  a  duL,  oltuit  niaL 
Sir  of  Commes.  I  pray  you  leave  your  tropes,  aac 
come  to  plain  ground,  n  hat  does  your  Duke  expect 
ofme7"  . 

"  I  am  the  bearer  of  no  propositions,  my  lord^**  sa4 
Des  Comines ;  "  the  DuHe  will  poor  explain  hia  owa 
pleasure ;  but  some  things  occur  to  me  as  piwoaa^ 
for  which  your  Majesty  ought  to  hold  yoursHf  pre 
pared.  As,  for  example,  the  final  oeaeion  oftheaa 
towns  here  upon  the  Somme." 

"  I  expected  so  much,"  said  Louis.  , 

"  That  you  ahould  disown  iheLiegeoia,  and  Wilbaai 
de  la  Marck." 

"As  willingly  as  I  disclaim  Hell  and  Satan,**  aaid 
Louis. 

"  Ample  security  will  be  requiird,  by  hoctaaca,  or 
occupation  of  for'nsses,  or  otherwias.  rhar  Fraiios 
shall  in  future  ah^-taitf  from  atiniog  iip  rebeUaoa 
among  the  Flemings." 
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**Itt8  tomelhipg  Dfiw»"  anf««rad  tfae^m  '^.that 
«  vassal  should  uemand  pledgaa  from  hi*  Soveroiga : 
but  let  that  pass  too." 

"A  auitable  and  independent  appanage  for  yoor 
Olaslrioua  brother,  the  aUy  and  friend  of  my  master 
—Normandy  or  Champasne.  The  Duke  loves  your 
lather'fl  house,  my  liege.'*^ 

.  "So  well,"  answered  Louis^  "that  mart  Dim! 
he's  about  to  make  them  all  lungs.— Is  your  budget 
of  hints  yet  emptied  T 

"Not  entirely^"  answered  the  counsellor:  "it  will 
certainly  be  required  that  your  Majesty  shall  forbear 
molesting,  as  you  have  done  of  tate^  the  Duke  de 
Bretagne^  and  that  you  will  no  longer  contest  the 
right,  which  he  and  other  grand  feuoatories  have,  to 
.strike  taioney,  to  term  themselves  dukes  and  prince^ 
by  the  grace  of  God" 

"In  a  word,  to  make  so  many  kinfn  of  my  vassals. 
Sir  Philip,  would  you  make  a  fratricide  of  me  ?— You 
rsmeiober  well  my  brother  Charles— he  was  no 
sooner  Buke  of  Guyenne  than  he  died.— And  what 
will  be  left  to  the  descendant  and  representative  of 
'  Charlemagne,  after  giidng  away  these  rich  provinces, 
save  to  be  smeared  wn  oil  at  Rheims,  and  to  eat 
his  dinner  under  a  high  canopy?" 

"  We  will  diminish  your  Majesty's  concern  on  that 
score,  by  mving  you  a  companion  in  that  solitary 
exaltation,^  said  Philip  dee  Comines.—"  The  Duke 
of  Burgundy,  though  he  claims  not  at  present  the 
tide  of  an  independent  kins,  desures  nevertheless  to 
hfi  freed  in  future  from  the  abject  marks  of  subjection 
required  of  him  to  the  crown  of  France ;— it  ia  his 
purpose  to  close  his  ducal  coronet  with  an  imperial 
arcL  and  surmount  it  with  a  globe^  in  emblem  that 
his  dominions  are  independent.^' 

"  And  how  dares  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  the  sworn 
vassal  of  France,"  exclaimed  Louis,  starting  up,  and 
showing  an  unwonted  degree  of  emotion— ^' how 
dares  he  propose  such  terms  to  his  Sovereij^i  as, 
by  every  law  of  Europe,  should  in£Br  a  Ibrfeituie  of 
btt  fief  r 

"  The  doom  of  forfeitiuB  it  would  in  this  case  be 
difficult  to  enforce,"  answwed  Des  Comines,  calmly. 
— "  Your  Majesty  is  aware,  that  the  strict  mterpre- 
tation  of  the  feudal  law  is  becoming  obsolete  eyen 
in  the  Empire,  and  that  superior  and  vassal  endeavour 
to  mend  their  situation  in  reganl  to  each  other,  as 
Ihey  have  power  and  opportunily.—Your  Majesty's 
interferences  with  the  Duke's  vassals  in  Flanders 
will  prove  an  exculpation  of  my  master's  conduct, 
supposing  him  to  inast  that,  by  enlarging  his  inde- 
pendence, France  should  in  niture  be  debarred  from 
any  pG^text  of  doing  so." 

"  Comines.  Commes !"  said  Louis,  arising  again, 
and  pacing  the  roon  in  a  pensive  manner,  \\m  is  a 
dreadful  lesson  on  the  text  Vob  victis  I— You  cannot 
mean  that  the  Duke  will  insist  on  all  these  hard  con- 
ditions 7" 

V  -At  I^st  I  would  have  your  Majesty  be  in  a  con- 
dition to  discuss  them  all." 

"Yet  moderation,  Des  Commes.  moderation  in 
success^  isr— no  one  knows  better  tnan  you— neces- 
aary  to  its  ultimate  advantage." 

So  please  your  Majesty,  the  merit  of  moderation 
IS,  I  have  observed,  most  apt  to  be  extolled  by  the 
losing  party.  The  winner  holds  in  more  esteem  the 
prudence  which  calls  on  him  not  to  leave  an  opportu- 
nity unimproved." 

**  Well,  we  will  consider"— repUed  theEng;  "  but 
at  least  thou  hast  reached  the  extremity  of  your 
Puke's  unreasonable  exaction  1  there  can  remain 
nothing— or  if  there'does.  for  so  thy  brow  intimates 
— what  is  it— what  indeed  can  it  be— unless  it  be  my 
crown  ?  which  these  previous  demands,  if  granted, 
will  deprive  of  ail  its  lustre  1" 

'*  My  lord,"  said  Des  Comines,  "what  remains  to 
be  mentioned,  is  a  thing  partly— indeed  in  a  great 
measure— within  the  Duke's  own  power,  though  he 
means  to  invite  your  Majesty's  accession  to  it,  Tor  in 
truth  it  touches  you  nearly." 

"  PtxMfUct-diettr  exclaimed  the  King  impatiently, 
**  what  IS  it  7— Speak  out,  Sir  Philip— am  1  to  send 
hiin  my  daughter  for  a  concubine,  or  what  other  dis- 
bononr  is  he  U)  put  on  moT 
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"Jfo  dishonour,  my  liege  j  but  your  Majesty's 
cousin,  the  illustrious  Duke  or  Orleans" •* 

"Ua!"  exclaimed  the  ICing;.kitt  Des  Cominai 
proceeded  without  heeding  the  interruption. 

"—Having  conferred  his  affections  on  the  young 
Countess  Isabelle  de  Croye,  the  Duke  expects  your 
Majesty  will,  on  your  part  as^  he  on  his,  yield  your 
assent  to  the  marriage,  and  unite  with  him  in  endow- 
ing the  right  noble  couple  with  such  an  appanage^ 
as,  joined  to  the  Countess's  estete&  may  form  a  fit 
establishment  for  a  child  at  France." 

"  Never,  never  I"  said  the  King,  bursting  out  mtb 
that  emotion  which  he  had  of  late  suppressed  with 
much  difficulty,  and  striding  about  in  a  disordered 
haste,  which  formed  the  strongest  contrast  to  the 
self-command  which  he  usually  exhibited,—"  Never, 
never  I— let  them  bring  scissors,  and  shear  my  hair 
like  that  of  the  parish-Iool,  whom  I  have  so  richly  re- 
sembled 1  let  them  bid  the  monastery  or  the  grave 
yawn  for  me— let  them  bring  red-hot  basina  to  sear 
my  eyes— axe  or  aconite— v^atever  they  will— but 
Orleans  shall  not  break  his  plighted  faith  ^to  my 
daughter,  or  marry  another  while  she  lives !" 

"  Yo6r  Majesty,"  said  Des  Comines,  "  ere  you  set 
your  mind  so  keenly  ag#iat  what  is  proposed,  will 
consider  your  own  want  of  power  to  prevent  i^ 
Every  wise  man,  when  he  sees  a  rock  giving- way, 
withdraws  from  the  bootless  attempt  otpreventing 
thefiiU."  K       F  -« 

. "  But  a  brave  man,"  said  Louis,  "will  at  least  find 
his  grave  beneath  it  Des  Comines,  consider  the 
great  loss— the  utter  destriiction,  such  a  marriage 
will  bring  upon  my  kingdom.  Recollect,  I  have  but 
one  feeble  boy.  and  this  Orleans  is  the  next  heir- 
consider  that  the  church  hath  consented  to  his  union 
with  Joan,  which  unites  so  happily  the  interests  of 
both  branches  of  my  family.— think  on  all  this,  and 
think  too'  that  this  union  has  been  the  favourite 
scheme  of  my  whole  life— that  I  have  schemed  for  it, 
fought  for  it  watched  for  it,  prayed  for  it,— and  sinned 
for  iL  Philip  des  Comines,  I  will  not  forego^ it! 
Think,  man,  think !— pity  me  in  this  extremity— thy 
qmck  brain  can  speedOy  find  some  substitute  for  this 
sacrifice— some  ram  to  be  oficred  up  instead  of  that 
project  which  is  dear  to  me  as  the  Patriarch's  only 
son  was  to  him.  Philip,  pity  me!— you.  at  least, 
should  know,  that  to  men  of  judgment  and  foresight, 
the  destruction  of  the  scheme  on  which  they  have 
long  dwelt,  and  for  which  they  have  long  toiled  is 
more  inexpressibly  bitter  than  the  transient  grjei  of 
ordinary  men,  whose  pursuite  are  but  the  gratifica- 
tion of  some  temporary  passion^you,  who  know  how 
to  sympathne  with  the  deeper,  the  more  genuine  dis- 
tress of  baffled  prudence  aad  disappointed  .sagacity, 
—will  you  not  feel  for  me  7" 

"My Lord  and  King!"  replied  Des  Comines,  "I 
do  sympathize  with  your  distress,  in  so  far  as  duty  to 
my  master" 

**  Do  not  mention  him  I"  said  Louis^  acting,  or  at 
least  appearing  to  act,  under  an  irresistible  and  head 
long  impulse,  which  withdrew  the  usual  guard  which 
he  maintained  over  his  language—"  Charles  of  Bur- 
gundy is  unworthy  of  your  attachment.  He  who  can 
insult  and  strike  his  counsellors— he  who  can  distm- 
guish  the  wisest  and  most  faithful  among  them,  by 
the  opprobrious  name  of  Booted-Head !" 

,The  ^sdom  of  Philip  de&  Comines  did  not  prevent 
his  having  a  high  sense  of  personal  consequence ;  • 
and  he  was  so  much  struck  with  the  words  which 
the  King  uttered,  as  it  were,  in  the  career  of  a  passion 
which  overleaped  ceremony,  that  he  could  only  reply 
hy  repetition  of  the  words  ^'  Booted-Head !  It  is  im- 
.possible  that  my  master  the  Duke  oould  have  so 
termed  the  servant  who  has  been  at  his  side  since  he 
could  mount  a  palfrey— and  that  too  before  a,  foreign 
monarch  ?— it  is  impossible  1" 

Louis  instantly  saw  the  impression  he  had  made, 
and  avoiding  alike  a  tone  of  condolence,  which  mi^ht 
have  seemed  insulting,  and  one  of  sympathy,  which  . 
might  have  savoured  of  aflectation,  he  said,  with  sim- 
plicity, and  at  the  same  time  with  dignity,  "My  mis- 
fortunes  make  me  forget  my  courtesy,  else  I  had  not 
spoken  to  you  of  what  it  must  be  unpleasant  for  you 
to  hear.    But  you  have  in  reply  taxed  me  with  h^- 
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ang  nt^tsnSi  1mpo8ttbi]itie»*-(faiA'toarbe8  my  honour  i 
yetl  must  subnut  to  the  chaise,  if  I  (ell  you  not  the 
circumstances  v^hich  the  Dak^i  langhrae  until  hie 
eyee  ran  over,  assisned  for  the  origin  of  that  oppro- 
brious name,  which  I  will  not  ollend  your  ears  bv  re- 
peating. Thus,  then,  it  chanced.  You.  Sir.  Philip 
bes  (Amines,  were  at  a  hunting-match  with  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy,  your  master ;  and  when  he  alight- 
ed atfter  the  chase,  he  reouired  your  services  in  draw- 
ing off  his  boots.  Reading  in  your  looks,  perhaps, 
some  natural  resentment  of  this  disparaging  treat- 
ment, he  ordered  you  to  sit  down  in  turn^  and  ren- 
dered you  the  same  office  he  had  Just  received  fh>m 
you.  But  offended  at  your  understanding  him  lite- 
rally, he  no  sooner  plucked  one  of  your  boots  off,  than 
he  brutally  beat  it  about  your  head  till  the  blood 
Bowed,  exclaiming  against  the  insolence  of  a  subject, 
who  had  the  presflmption  to  accept  of  such  a  service 
at  the  hand  of  his  Sovereign ;  and  hence  he,  or  his 
privileged  fool  Le  Olorieux.  is  in  the  current  habit  of 
Jdistinguishin^  you  by  the  absurd  and  ridiculous  name 
of  Vae-hoftt,  which  makes  one  of  the  Duke*B  most 
ordinary  subjects  of  pleasantry."* 

While  Louis  thus  sroke,  he  h^d  the  double  pleasure 
of  galling  to  the  quick  the^erson  whom  he  address- 
ed—an exercise  which  it  was  in  his  nature  to  enjoy, 
even  Where  he  had  not,  as  in  ^e  present  case,  the 
apology,  that  he  did  so  ra  pure  retauationj-^and  that 
of  observing  that  he  had  at  length  been  able  to  find 
a  point  in  Des  Comines*  character  which  might  lead 
him  gp'adually  from  the  interests  of  Burgundy  to  those 
of  France.  But  although  the  dee»  resentment  which 
the  offended  courtier  entertained  against  his  master 
induced,  him  at  a  future  peisod  to  exchange  the  ser- 
.yice  of  Charles  for  that  of  Louis,  yet,  at  the  present 
hioment,  hd  was  contented  to  throw  out  only  some 
general  nints  of  his  friendly  inclination  towards 
France,  which  he  well  knew  the  King  would  under- 
stand how  to  interpret.  And  indeed  it  would  be  un- 
'  ist  to  stigmatize  the  memory  of  the  excellent  histo- 
Jan  with  the  desertion  of  his  master  on  this  occa- 
■ion^  although  he  was  certainly  now  possessed  with 
sentiments  much  more  favourable  to  Louis  than 
when  he  entered  the  apartment 

He  constrained  himself  to  laugh  at  the  anecdote 
which  Louis  had  detailed,  and  ttien  added  "  I  did 
not  think  so  trifling  a  frolic  would  have  dwelt  on  the 
mind  of  the  Duke  so  long  as  to  mak^  it  worth  telling 
again.  Some  such  passage  there  was  of  drawing  on 
boots  and  the  like,  as  your  Majesty  knows  that  the 
Duke  is  fond  of  rude  play;  but  it  has  been  much  ex- 
aggerated in  his  recollection.  Let  it  pass  on." 
^'Ay,  iet  it  pass  on,"  said  the  King;  "  it  is  indeed 
shame  it  should  have  dtetained  us  a  minute.— And 
now,  Sir  Philip,  I  hope  you  are  French  so  far  as  to 
afford  me  your  best  counsel  in  these  difficult  affairs. 
You  Hove,  I  am  well  aware,  the  clew  to  the  laby- 
rinth, if  you  would  but  impart  it." 

**Your  Miuesty  may  command  my  best  advice 
and  service,"  replied  Des  Comines,  V  under  reseija- 
tioQ  always  of  my  duty  to  my  own  master."         ^ 

This  was  nearly  what  the  courtier  had  before  sta- 
led ;  but  he  nowi^ieated  it  in  a  tone  so  different,  that 
whereas  Louis  understood  from  the  former  declara* 
tion,  that  the  reserved  duty  to  Burgundy  was  the 
prime  thing  to  be  considered,  so  he  now  saw  clearly 
that  the  emphasis  was  reversied,  and  that  more  weight 
■  was  now  given  by  the  speaker  to  his  promise  of  coun- 
fel,  than  to  a  restriction  which  seemed  interposed 
for  the  sake  of  form  and  consistency.  The  King  re- 
turned his  own  seat,  and  compelled  Des  Comines  to 
■it  by  him,  listening  at  the  same  time  to  that  states- 
man, as  if  the  words  of  an  oracle  sounded  in  his  ears. 
Des  Comines  spoke  in  that  low  and  impressive  tone, 
which  implies  at  once  great  sincerity  and  some  cau- 
^on,  and  at  the  same  time  so  slowly,  as  if  he  was  de- 
ttrous  that  the  King  should  vveigh  and  consider  each 

•  Th«  ttory  if  told  more  bhtoUf.  Mfi  lew  iirobaMr,  in  the 
French  memoin  of  the  period,  which  afBrm  that  Cominee,  oat 
of*  presumption  inoon«istent  with  hit  excellent  good  senep, 
lie  1  asked  of  Clivlee  of  Barinindy  to  drew  off  his  boots,  with- 
«ir  ha«-inff  been  treated  with  anr  prorious  fkmiliarity  to  lead 
io  such  a  freedom.  I  hare  enaeavoared  to  five  ihe  anecdote  a 
wm  more  consuteut  with  the  sense  and  prodeooe  of  ihe  creat 
iathor  ooasernr^ 


indiiidiial  won!  asbaWiig  its  «wii  McttNMr  and  4  ^ 
mmed  meaning.  **The  things,"  ne  said,  "wfakhl 
have  suggested  for  your  Majesty's  conaidera6oB, 
harsh  as  they  sonnd  m  your  ear.  are  but  substianes 
for  still  more  violent  proposals  brought  forward  io 
the  DukePs  councils,  by  sudi  as  are  more  iKMtile  n 
your  Majesty.  And  I  need  scaroe  remind  yoai  Ms- 
lecrty,  that  the  more  direct  and  more  violent  euggv* 
tions  find  readiest  acoepianee  with  oar  maafer,  vriM 
loves  brief  and  dangerous  measures  l>etcer  than  tlioa 
that  are  8af&  but  at  the  same  time  dreuitooa." 

"  I  remember"— said  the  King,  "  I  have  seen  Ub 
swim  a  rivet  at  the 'risk  of  drowning,  thomch  iben 
was  a  bridge  to  be  found  for  riding  two  oundred  yaidi 
round." 

"  True,  Sire  {  and  he  that  wcifj^iT  not  his  life  agaisi 
the  gratification  of  a  moment  of  impetuous  paasMi^ 
will,  on  the  same  impolae^  prefer  the  |rratificatioa  4 
his  will  to  the  increase  of  his  substantial  power." 

"  Most  .true,"  replied  the  King;  "  a  foot  will  em 
grasp  rather  at  the  appearance  than  the  reafity  of  •§• 
thonty.  All  this  I  know  to  be  true  of  Charles  of  En- 
gundy.  But,  my  dear  friend,  Des  Cominsa,  what  di 
you  inlbr  from  these  preiniaey- 

"  Simply  this,  my  lord,"  answered  the  Bsrsandin, 
**  that  as  your  Majesty  has  seen  a  skiUnl  angler  eaa- 
trol  a  large  and  heavy  fish,  and  finally  draw  Iodi  H 
land  by  a  sintde  hair,  which  fish  bad  broke  dirach 
a  tackle  tenfold  stronji^er,  had  die  fisher  presumed  M 
strain  the  tine  on  him,  instead  of  giria^  him  hod 
enough  for  all  his  wild  nourishes;  even  ao your  Ma- 
jesty, bv  gratifying  the  Duke  in  theae  particdan  ea 
.which  he  has  Ditched  his  kleas  of  honour,  and  ik 
gratification  or  his  revenge^  may  evade  maay  of  the 
other  unpalatable  propoBitx>ns  at  which  I  bavemBlerf; 
and  which—including.  I  must  state  opienly  to  foir  Ma- 
jesty, some  of  those  through  which  JPrKooe  wooM  be 
most  especially  weakened— will  alideoataf  hBKBMBH 
branceandattention,  and,  being  referred  tOButwegoeat 
conferences  and  future  diseussKin,  may  be  aitogedici 
eluded." 

"I  understand  yon,  myjraod  Sir  Pfailb ;  hai  to  iha 
matter,"  said  the  King.  ^To  which  of  those  happy 
propositions  is  your  Duke  so  nmeh  wedded,  that  eoo- 
tradiction  will  make  him  unreasonable  and  aotiaev 
aMe?" 

"To  any  or  to  all  of  them,  tf  itpleaae  yoar  M^eslf, 
on  which  you  may  happen  to  contradict  him.  Has 
is  precisely  what  your  Majesty  most  avoid ;  and  la 
take  up  my  former  parable,  you  must  needs  remain 
on  the  watch,  ready  to  give  the  Duke  line  enoodi 
whenever  he  shoots  away  under  the  impulse  of  na 
rage.  His  fiiry,  already  considerably  abated,  wiQ 
waste  itself  if  he  be  unopposed,  and  you  will  present* 
ly  find  him  become  more  friendly  and  more  tiactp 
able." 

"Still,"  said  the  King,  musing,  "there  must  be 
some  particular  demands  whrch  lie  dtener  at  ny 
cousin^s  heart  than  the  other  proposals.  Were  I  bat 
aware  of  these,  Sir  Philip" 

*'  Your  Majesty  may  make  the  hafatest  of  hia  de- 
mands the  most  unportant,  simply  oy  opposing  it" 
said  Des  Comines;  "nevertheless,  my  lord,  thoa  or 
I  can  say,  that  every  shadow  of  treaty  will  be  brdkea 
oS,  if  your  Majestv  renounce  not  l^^Iliam  de  la  Mank 
and  the  Liegeois." 

**  I  have  already  said  that  I  will  disown  them,"  nil 
the  King,  "  and  well  they  deserve  it  at  my  band ;  ^ 
villains  have  commenced  their  uproar  at  a  nooBKat 
that  might  have  cost  me  my  lifa'' 

"He  that  fires  a  train  of  powder,"  replied  the  h» 
torian,  "  must  expect  a  speedy  explosion  of  the  odna. 
—But  more  than  mere  disavowal  of  th<ar  caose  will 
oe  expected  of  your  Majesty  by  Duke  Charfes ;  ibr 
know,  that  he  will  demand  your  Majesty's  essistanee 
to  put  the  insurrection  down,  and  your  ro^ral  preaeoos 
to  witness  the  punishment  which  ne  des^^ies  for  the 
rebels." 

*  That  may  scarce  consbt  with  our  honoifr,  Des 
Comines,"  said  tho  King. 

"  To  refuse  it  will  scarcdy  consist  vnth  your  Majes- 
ty's safety,"  replied  Des  Comines.  "Charles  is  de- 
termined to  show  the  people  of  Flanders,  that  no  hope^ 
nay  bo  promise,  of  assistance  from  France;  will  aava 
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ilieni  in  chdr  iiwiiiiie§ftora  thewnth  and  Tnigeaiice 

^  But,  Sir  Philip,  I  will  apeak  plainly,"  ansv^ered 
the  King--"  Gould  we  but'  procraatinate  the  niaiter, 
might  not  these  rofciies  of  Uege  make  their  own  part 
goud  against  Duke  Charles  1  The  knavea  are  nume- 
rous and  steady'-Gan  tfaegr  not  hold  out  their  town 
againathim?" 

"  With  the  help  of  the  thousand  archers  of  France 
whom  your  Miviesty  promised  them,  they  might  have 
^ne  something ;  but" 

"  Whom  I  promiaed  them  I"  said  the  King^"  Alas  \ 
good  Sir  Philip  I  you  much  wron^;  me  in  saying  so." 

"—But  without  whom,"  oontmued  Des  Cominea. 
not  heeding  the  interruption,—"  aa  your  Majesty  will 
not  now  likely  find  it  oonvenient  to  supplv  them,— 
what  chance  will  the  burghers  have  of  making  good 
their  towiLin  whose  walls  Uie  large  breaches  made  by 
Charles  after  the  battleof  SL  TVon  arestill  unrepaired^; 
so  that  the  lances  of  Hainaull,  Braliant,  and  Burgun- 
dy. Afiay  advance  to  the  attack  twenty  men  in  front  Y* 

"  The  improvident  idiots  I"  said  the  King—"  If  they 
buve  thus  negjeoted  their  own  safety,  they  deserve 
pot  my  protection.--Pas8  on— I  will  make  no  quarrel 
Eor  thejr  sake."  ^ 

**The  next  point,  I  (ear,  will  sit  closer  to  your  Ma- 
jesty's heart,"^  said  Des  Comine& 

"^hl"  replied  the  King,  '*you  mean  that  mfemal 
mamage !  I  will  not  consent  to  the  breach  of  the  con- 
tract betwixt  mv  daughter  Joan  and  my  cousin,  of 
Orleans— it  would  be  wresting  the  sceptre  of  Prance 
from  me  and  my  posterity ;  for  that  feeble  bojr  the 
Dauphin  is  a  blknted  blossom,  which  will  wither 
without  fruit.  This  matoh  between  Joan  of  Orleans 
has  been  my  thought  by  day,  my  dream  by  night— I 
^U  thee.  Sir  Phifip,  1  cannot  give  it  up !— Besides,  it 
la  inhuman  to  require  me,  with  my  ovm  hand,  to  de- 
stroy at  once  my  own  scheme  of  policy,  and  the  hap- 


piness of  a  pair  brou^t  up  for  each  other." 

.  Are  they  then  so  mu^di  attached  1"  said  Des  Co- 
tmnes. 

"  One  of  them  at  least  is,"  said  the  King^  **  and  the 
one  for  whom  I  am  bound  to  be  most  anxious.  But 
irou  smiie^  Sir  Philip,— you  are  no  believer  in  the  force 
»f  love." 

"Nay,"  said  Des  Gqmines,  '*if  it  please  you.  Sire, 
I  am  so  little  an  infidel  in  that  particular,  that  1  was 
^out  to  ask  whether  it  would  reconcile  you  in  any 
legree  to  your  acquiescing  in  the  proposed  marriage 
"  Irfe  "    '   "    '    ^ 


Mtwixt  toe  Duke  of  OrTeana  and  Isabelle  de  Croye, 
were  I  to  satisfy  you  that  the  Countess's  inclinaticns 
irt  so  much  fixed  on  another,  that  it  ia  likely  it  will 
lever  be  a  match  7" 

Kinf?  I«out8  sighed.— "Alas!"  he  said,  •*my  good 
uid  dear  friend,  from  what  sepulchre  have  you  drawn 
mch  dead  man  a  comfort  7  fier  inclination,  indeed  !— 
iVhy,  to  speak  truth,  supposing  that  Orleans  detested 
ny  daughter  Joan,  yet,  but  for  this  ill-ravelled  web 
umiscnance,  be  muat  needs  have  married  her;  so 
rou  may  oonjectune  how  little  chance  there  is  of  this 
iamsel  oeing  able  to  refuse  him  under  a  simUarcom- 
>ul8ion,  and  he  a  Child  of  France  besides.— Ah,  no, 
Philip !— little  feat  of  heratanding  obstinate  sflndnst  the 
luit  of  auch  a  lover. —  Varium  et  muiabile^  Philip." 

"  Your  Majesty  may,  in  the  present  inatance,  undef- 
ralue  the  obstinate  coinage  of  this  young  lady.  She 
x>mes  of  a  race  deteimmately  vnlful ;  and  I  have 
Ncked  out  of  Crdveeoaur  that  she  has  formed  a  ro- 
nantie  attachment  to  a  young  squire,  who,  to  say 
Tttth,  rendered  her  many  services  on  the  road." 

**  tia  1"  said  the  King,—"  an  archer  of  my  Guarda, 
if  name  duentin  Darward  ?" 

'^'T'he  same^  as  I  think,"  said  Des  Comines ;  "he 
Ivaa  made  prisoner  along  with  the  Countess,  travel- 
ing almost  alone  together." 

^yNow,  our  Lord  and  our  Lady,  and  Moi^gneur 
Saint  Martin,  and  Monaeigneur  Saint  Julian,  be  prai- 
led  every  one  of  them  I"  said  the  King,  "  and  all  laud 
and  honour  to  the  learned  Oaleotti,  who  relid  in  the 
vtors  that  this  youth's  destiny  ^as  connected  with 
qame  I  If  the  maiden  be  so  attached  to  him  as  to  make 
bar  refractory  to  the  will  of  Burgundy,  this  Quentin 
hftth  incteed  been  rarely  usefiil  to  me." 
^  1  beuavsb  my  lord,'^  answered  the  Boigandiaii, 


^  lit 

** according  to  Crdvecoeur's  report,  that  theio  is  soma 

Shance  of  her  being  sufficiently  obstinate ;  besides, ' 
oubtless,  the  noble  Duke  hhnself,  notwithstanding 
what  your  Mt^esty  was  pleased  to  liint  in  way  of  sujp« 
position,  will  not  willingly  cenounce  hia  fair  oouam, 
to  whom  he  has  been  long  engaged." 

"Umph!"  answered  the  King— "But  you  have 
never  seen  my  daughter  Joan.— A  howlet,  man  I— an 
absolute  owl^  whom  I  am  ashamed  of !  But  let  him 
be  only  a  wise  man,  and  marry  her,  I  will  give  him 
leave  to  be  mad  par  amours  for  the  fairest  lady  in 
France.— Aitd  now,  Philip,  have  you  given  me  the  full 
map  of  your  master's  mind  7" 

*N[  have  jx>8se8sed  you,  Sire,  of  those  particulars  on 
which  be  IS  at  present  mpat  disposed  to  inaist.  But 
your  Majesty  well  knows  that  the  Duke's  disposition 
IS  like  a  sweeping  torrent,  which  only  passes  s»noothly 
forward  when  its  waves  encounter  no'  opposition ; 
and  what  may  be  presented  to  chafe  him  into  fury,  it 
is  impossible  even  to  guess.  Were  more  distinct  evi* 
dence  of  your  Majesty^ s  practices  (pardon  ihephraae^ 
-where  there  is  so  h'ttle  time  for  selection)  with  the 
Liegeoia  and  William  de  la  Marck  to  occur  unexpeet* 
edly,  the  issue  might  be  terrible.— There  are  stranga 
news  from  that  country— they  say  La  Marck' hath 
married  Hameline  the  elder  Countess  of  Croye." 

"That  old  fool  was  so  mad  on  marriage*  that  abd   . 
would  have  accepted  the  hand  of  Satan,"  said  tha 
King ;  "  but  that  La  Marck,  beast  as  he  isL  should 
have  married  her,  rather  more  surprises  me." , 

"  There  is  a  report  also,"  continued  Des  Cominei^ 
"  that  an  envoy,  or  herald,  on  La  Merck's  part,  is  Ap- 
proaching Peronne ;— this  is  like  to  drive  the  Duka' 
frantic  with  rage— I  trust  that  he  baa  no  letters,  or  tba 
like,  to  show  on  your  Majesty's  part." 

"  Letters  to  a  Wild  Boar  l"  answered  the  King,— 
"  No,  no,  Sir  Philip,  1  was  no  such  fool  as  to  cast 
pearls  before  swine— What  little  intercourse  I  had 
with  the  brute  animal  was  by  message,  in  which  I  al» 
ways  employed  such  low-bred  slaves  and  vagabonds, 
that  their  evidence  would  not  be  received  in  a  tzial  for  ' 
robbing  a  hen-roost." 

"I  can  then  only  farther  recommend,"  aaid  Dea 
Comines,  taking  his  leave,  "  that  your  Majesty  should 
remain  on  your  guard,  be  guided  by  events,  and,  above 
all,  avoid  using  any  language  or  argument  with  the 
Duke  which  may  better  become  your  dignity  than 
your  present  condition." 

"  If  my  dignity,"  said  the  King,  "  grow  troublesomift 
to  me,— which  it  seldom  doth  while  there  are  deeaa 
interests  to  think  of^— I  have  a  a>ecial  remedy  for  that 
swelling  of  the  heart— It  is  but  looking  into  a  certain 
ruinous  closet.  Sir  Philip,  and  thinking  of  the  death  • 
of  Charles  the  Simple :  .and  it  cures  me  as  effectually 
as  the  cold  bath  would  cool  a  fever.— And  now,  my 
fHend  and  monitor,  must  thou  be  gone!  Well,  Sir 
Philip,  the  time  must  come  when  thou  wilt  tire  read- 
ing lessons  of  state  policy  to  the  Bull  of  Burgundy, 
who  is  incapable  of  comprehendingyour  most  simple 
argument—If  Louis  of  Valoia  then  lives,  thou  hast  a 
friend  in  the  Court  of  France.  I  tell  thee,  my  Philip, 
it  would  be  a  blessing  to  my  kingdom  should  I  ever 
acquire  thee ;  who,  with  a  profound  view  of  subjects 
of  state^  hast  also  a  conscience,  capable  of  feeling  and 
disccnung  between  right  and  wrong.  So  help  me, 
our  Lord  and  Lady,  and  Monaeigneur  *Saint  Martin, 
Oliver  and  Balue  have  hearts  as  hardened  as  the  nether 
millatone;  and  my  life  is  embittered  by  remorae  and 
penances  for  the  crimes  they  make  me  commit.  Thou, 
Sir  Philip,  possessed  of  the  wisdom  of  present  and  past 
timea,  canst  teach  how  to  become  great  without  ceas- 
ing to  be  virtuous." 

^*  A  hard  task,  and  which  few  have  attained,"  said 
the  historian ;  ''  but  which  ia  yet  within  the  reach  of 
princes,  who  witl  strive  for  it.  Meantime,  Sire,  be 
prepared,  for  the  Duke  will  presently  confer  with 
you." 

Louis  looked  long  after  Philip,  when  he  lef^  tha 
apartment,  and  at  length  burst  into  a  bitter  laugh. 
"  He  spoke  of  fishing— I  have  sent  him  home,  a  tro. ' 
properly  tickled !— And  he  thinks  himself  virtuont 
because  he  took  no  bribe,  but  contented  himself  widi 
flattery  and  promises^  and  the  pleasure  of  avenging 
an  affront  to  his  vanity  1— Why  he  is  but  so  mttcn 
60^ 
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the  poorer  for  the  refusal  of  the  money— not «  jot  the 
more  honest.  He  must  be  mine,  though,  for  be  haih 
the  shrewdest  head  among  them.— Well,  now  for  no- 
bler game!  I  am  to  face  this  leviathan  Charles, 
who  will  presently  swim  hithcrward,  cleaving  the 
deep  before*  liim.  I  mtist,  like  a  trembling  sailor, 
'throw  a  tub  overboard  to  amuse  him.  But  I  may 
one  day  find  the  chance— of  driving  a  harpoon  into 
his  entrails!"* 


CHAPTER  XXXI.         ^ 

THC  XNTBBVIfiW. 

Hold  ftft  thy  trath,  f oanr  ■oldier.— Genlle  maktan, 
Keepyoa  yourpromtiejNifiit— lMvea««  ita  mblletioa, 
Aoi  rray-hair^d  potior  itamam  of  falsehood ; 
But  be  you  candid  aa  the  morning  iky, 
Era  Ut«  hifh  aun  aueka  vapoura  up  to  atain  it— TKa  TrkU. 
On  the  perilous  and  important  morning  which  pre- 
ceded the  meeting  of  the  two  Princes  in  the  Castle 
•f  Peronne,  Oliver  le  Dain  did  his  master  the  service 
of  an  active  and  skilful  asent,  making  interest  for 
Louis  in  every  quarter,  both  with  presents  and  pro- 
mises ;  so  that  when  the  Duke's  anger  should  mnze 
forth,,  all  around  should  be  interested  to  smother, 
and  not  to  increase,  the  confl<igration.  He  glided, 
Kke  night,  from  tent  to  tent,  from  house  to  house, 
making  himself  ftiends,  but. not  m  the  Apostle's 
sense,  with  the  Mammon  of  unrighteousness.  As 
was  said  of  another  active  political  agent,  "his  finger 
was  in  every  man's  palm,  his  mouUi  was  in  every 
man's  ear;"  and  for  various  reasons,  some  of  which 
we  have  formerly  hinted  at,  he  secured  the  favour  of 
many  Burgundian  nobles,  who  either  had  something 
to  hope  or  fear  from  France,  or  who  thought  that, 
were  the  power  of  Louis  too  much  reduced,  their  own 
Duke  would  be  likely  to  pursue  the  road  to  despotic 
authority,  to  which  his  heart  naturally  inclined  nim, 
with  a  daring  and  unopposed  pace. 

Where  Oliver  suspected  his  own  presence  or  argu- 
ments  might  be  less  Acceptable,  he  employed  that  of 
other  servants  of  the  King ;  and  it  was  in  this  manner 
that  he  obtained,  by  the  favour  of  the  Count  de  Crdve> 
oceur,  an  interview  betwixt  Lord  Crawford,  ac- 
eompanied  bv  Le  Balafrl,  and  Quenlin  Durward,  who. 
since  he  had  arrived  at  Peronne,  he4  been  detained 
in  a  sort  of  honourable  confinement.  Private  affairs 
were  assigned  as  the  cause  of  requesting  this  ipoet- 
ing  \  but  It  is  probable  that  CrdveccBur,  who  was 
afraid  that  his  master  might  be  stirred  up  in  passion 
to  do  something  dishonourably  violent  towards  Louia. 
was  not  sorry  to  afford  an  opportunity  to  Crawford 
to  give  some  hints  to  the  young  archer,  which /night 
prove  useful  to  his  master. 

The  meeting  between  the  countrymen  was  cordial, 
tnd  even  affecting. 

_ "  Thou  art  a  singular  youth,"  said  Crawford,  stro- 
king the  bead  of  young  Durward,  as  a  grandsire  might 


'Tliere  ia  little  doubt  that  durinf  the  inteTeatiitf  aei 

Peronne,  Philip  dea  Coming*  flrat  learned  tntiroatAiy  to  know 

4he  areat  powera  of  mind  of  LoaiH  XL,  by  which  he  waa  to  nuieh 
danlod  that  it  ia  iinpoaalble,  in  reading  hia  Memoira,  not  to  be 
•eoaible  that  h«  waa  blinded  by  them  to  the  more  odioua  ahadea 
of  hia  citaraetar.  He  entertained  from  thia  time  forward  a 
partiality  tit  France.  The  hiatorian  paawed  into  France  about 
1I7S,  and  rose  liifh  in  the  ftood  «raees  of  Louia  XI.  He  after- 
warda  became  the  proprietor  of  the  Lordahip  of  Argenton  and 

'  vthcra.a  title  which  waa  given  him  by  anticipation  in  the  for- 
mei  editiona  of  this  work.  He  did  not  obtain  it  till  he  waa  in 
the  French  B«ri'ice.  After  the  death  of  Louia,  Philip  dea  Co- 
ninea  fell  under  the  auapleion  of  the  daughter  of  Louia,  called 
oar  Lad/  i»f  BaouJMi,  a«  too  tealoua  a  pertiaan  of  ttie  rival 
Houae  of  Orloana  The  hi«torian  liimaelf  wna  impriaoncd  fur 
eight  monthA  io  one  of  the  iron  cacea  which  he  hai»  ao  fo^ 
eibly  dencribed.  It  waa  theic  that  ho  regretted  the  fate  of  a 
court  life.  "  I  have  ventured  on  Ihe  great  o(man,"  he  aaid,  in 
Ilia  afllienon,  "  and  the  wavea  have  devoured  me."  He  waa 
Wbincted  to  a  trial,  and  exiled  from  court  tor  aome  yeaia  by  the 
Parliament  of  Paria,  being  found  guilty  of  holding  int'rnouran 
wilh  diMfTeeted  persona.  He  aurvivod  this  cloud,  however,  and 
waa  aflerwarda  employed  by  Charloa  Vltl.  in  one  or  two  im- 
portant miaaiona,  where  talenta  were  required.  Louia  XII.  alao 
tranaferred  hia*favour  to  the  hiatorian;  but  did  not  employ  him. 
He  died  at  liia  Caatle  of  Argenton,  in  1508,  and  waa  regretted  aa 
cne  of  the  moat  profound  atateamen,  and  certainly  the  beat  hia- 
torian of  hia  age.  In  a  poem  to  hia  memory  by  the  poet  Ron* 
aard,  he  reoeivm;  the  diatinguiahed  praiae  that  he  waa  the  flrat 
to  ahow  the  iuatre  which  valour  and  nobta  blood  derived  flmn 
taing  uutad  wiUi  leamios 


do  Aiat  of  his  desoeiidant;  **Certe&70Q  htvehidtf 
meikle  good  fortune  as  if  vou  had  been  bom  vUii 
lucky  hood  on  your  head.*'^ 

"  Jai  comes  of  his  nsining  an  arehei's  plaoett  ath 
early  vears,'/  said  Le  Balafr6 ;  "  I  never  was  soonA 
talked  oC  fair  nephew,  beeansel  wasfive-ajid-tmf 
years  old  before  I  was  horw  de  page** 

"And  an  ill -looking  mountainous  monsterifi 
xmge  thou  wert,  Ludovic."  said  the  old  commtiKfa^ 
^*  with  a  beard  like  a'  baksr's  shod,  and  a  back  %t 
old  Wallace  W«ht" 

"  I  fear,^  said  Quentin,  with  downesst  eyei,  i 
shall  enjoy  that  title  to  distinctioD  but  asbon  tin- 
since,  it  IS  my  purpose  to  ntign  the  service  of  ii 
Archer-guard.'' 

Le  fialafre  was  strqcK  ahnosc  mats  with  astoni 
mcnt,  and  Crewfoid's  ancient  feamref  gletmediA 
displeasure.  The  fomier^t  ki^  musiefsd  ink 
enough  to  say,  **  ResngnV-leave  yourplsceni 
Scottish  Archers !— mch  a  thing  wss  nerer  draa 
of.  I  would  not  give  up  any  ntuatxHi,  to  be  ni 
Constable  of  France." 

'  "  Hush  I  Ludovic.'*  sakl  Crawford ;  **  tfaii  yon^ 
ster  knows  better  now  to  shape  his  omnte  liii 
the  wind  tbap  we  of  the  old  worki  do.  Hie  jump 
hath  given  hiro  some  prettv  tales  to  tell  sbost  Ii| 
Louis;  and  he  is  turniii^  Burgundian,  that  be  ■! 
make  his  own  little  profit  by  telling  them  to  Dw 
Charles "  f  #         -o 

. "  If  l'  thqtigfat  so,**  said  Le Balaftf^  •* IinnUat 
his  throat  with  my  own  band,  were  be  fifty  tiotfir 
sister's  son!" 

"  But  you  would  first  hMioire,  whether  I  (tem 
to  beso  treated,  fair  unsman.T'  answered  Qoamr 
"  and  you,,  my  lord,  know  that  I  am  no  tMive; 
nor  shall  either  question  or  torture  draw  obi  ofoei 
word  to  King  Louis's  prejudice,  wtidk  mr»^ 
come  to  my  knowkdge  while  I  was  iBU*«nna^ 
So  far  my  oath  of  duty  keeps  mesileit  Bu'^ 
not  remain  in  that  service,  in  whicb,  ^m"^^ 
perils  ot  fair  battle  with  mine  enemies,  I  in  to  k  a* 
posed  to^the  dangers  of  ambuscade  on  tbeputamy 

"  Nay,  if  he  objects  to  Ijring  in  amboKsi^^ 
the  slow-witted  Le  ]>alafr6,  looking  sotrovnori| 
the  Lonl  Crawford,  "  I  am  afitiid,  myMtbit  d 
is  over  with  him !  I  myself  have  had  thirty  mb- 
ments  break  upon  me,  and  tmly  I  think  I  htnlanB 
ambuscade  twice  as  often  myself^  it  being  inTRBtt 
practice  in  our  King's  mode  of  making  wir." 

Vlt  is  so  indeed,  Ludovic,''  answered  Loty"*! 
ford ;  "  nevertheless,  hoM  your  peaces  for  I  beDerei 
understand  this  gear  better  than  you  do."      ^ 

"  I  wish  to  our  Lady  you  may,  my  lord,  ■»■ 
swered  Ludovic ;  "  but  it  wounds  me  to  the  wy 
midriff,  to  think  my  suiter's  son  should  fcirtBiB- 
bushment." 

"  Youna  mwi"  wad  Crawford,  "I  pwtlr  g«J 
your  meaning.  Vou  have  met  foul  play  on  thejwi 
where  you  travelled  by  the  King's  oommand  eM]^ 
think  you  have  reason  to  charge  him  with  being  v 
author  of  it  7"  .    . 

"  I  have  been  threatened  with  foul  play  ^BJ>^ 
cution  of  the  King's  commission,"  snswered  w^ 
tin;  "but  I  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  elode*; 
whether  his  Majesty  be  innocent  or  gnjlty  m  thew 
ter,  I  leave  to  God  and  bis  own  consdenee.  Bha 
me  when  I  was  a-hungered*— received  roe.^-i 
was  a  wanderin/(  stranger.  I  will  never  "^^dliAj^ 
his  adversity  with  accusations  whkh  may  JNIMK 
unjust,  since  I  heard  them  only  from  tbewa 
mouths."  ^    -1 

^*My  dear  boy~roy  own  lad!"  "«'j^™5 
taking  him  m  his  arms—"  Ye  think  like  ■  Scot,  erwr 
joint  of  you !  Like  one  that  will  forget  *  .<*"f  JJ 
quarrel  with  a  friend  whose  bsck  is  almdf  at  <^ 
wall,  and  remember  nothing  of  hnn  bat  bis  &»"' 
ness."  ^      .  ^ 

"Since  my  Lord  Crawford  hss  OTbjiad  W 
nephew,"  said  Ludovic  Lesly,  "  I  wfll  emjwa  tos 
also—thoosh  I  would  have  you  to  know,  ttit  ww 
derstand  the  service  of  an  ambosnment  ■  ■•  °*|2 
sary  to  a  soldier,  as  it  w  to  a  pnest  to  be  iWo  wi^ 
;hi8  breviaiy.'* 
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**  Be  hushed,  LudoviCt"  said  Crawfoidi*'  ye  are  an 
las,  my  iriend,  aad  ken  not  the  blessing  Heaven  has 
lent  you  in  this  braw  callant.— -And  now  tell  me, 
^uentin,  my  man,  hath  the  King  any  advice  of  this 
>rave,  christian,  and  manly  resolution  of  yours  1  for, 
>oor  man.  he  hath  need,  in  hia  strait,  to  ken  what  he 
las  to  reckon  upon.  Had  he  but  brought  the  whole 
>rifi[ade  of  Guards  with  him  !-7But  God^s  will  be  done 
—Sens  he  of  your  purpose,  think  you  ?" 

"I  really  can  hardly  tell,"  answered  Qnentin; 
*  but  I  assured  his  learned  astrologer,  Martius  Ga- 
eotti,  of  my  resolution  to  be  silent  on  all  that  could 
njure  the  King  with  the  Duke  of  Burgundy.  The 
larticulars  which  I  suspect,  I  wtll  not  (under  your 
avour)  communicate  even  to  your  lordship ;  aiul  to 
be  phyoaopher  I  was,  of  course,  tu  less  willing  to 
infold  rnyselt" 

••  Hal  ha  {"—answered  Lord  Crawford—"  Oliver 
lid  indeed  tell  me  that  Galeotti  prophesied  most  stoat- 
Y  concerning  the  line  of  conduct  vou  were  to  hold ; 
ind  I  am  truly  glad  to  find  he  did  so  on  better  au- 
borttv  than  the  stars." 

**  He  prophesy !"  said  Le  Balafr^,  Iaugi.kig ;  *'  the 
;tars  never  told  him  that  honest  Ludovic  Leslv  used 
o  heh>  yonder  wench  of  his  to  apend  the  fair  ducats 
ie  flings  into  her  Ian.\ 

'*  Hush!  Ludovic,^'  faid  his  captam,  "  hush!  thou 
»ea8t,  man !— If  thou  dost  not  respect  my  gray  hairs, 
because  I  have  been  e'en  too  much  of  a  routUr  my- 
telil  respect  the  boy's  vouth  and  innocence,  and  let 
la  have  no  more  or  such  unbecoming  daffing." 

•*  Your  honour  may  say  your  pleasure,"  answered 
^udovic  Le8ly;*'but,  by  my  faith,  second- sighted 
Saunders  Souplejaw,  the  town-souter  of  Glen-houla- 
Lin,  was  worth  Galeotti.  or  Gallipotty,  or  whatever 
e  call  him,  twice  told,  for  a  prophet  He  foretold 
hat  all  my  sister's  children  would  die  some  day ;  and 
le  foretold  it  in  the  very  hour  that  the  youngest  was 
orn,  and  that  is  this  lao  Queniin— who,  no  doubt  v»dU 
ne  day  die,  to  make  up  the  prophecy— the  more  is  the 
ity— the  whole  curnev  of  them  is^gone  but  himself. 
Lnd  Saunders  foretold  to  myself  one  day.  that, I 
hould  be  made  by  marriage  which  doubtless  will 
ilso  happen  in  due  time,  though  it  hath  not  yet 
<)me  to  pass— though  how  or  when.  I  can  hardlv 
niess,  hst  care  not  myself  for  the  wedded  state,  and 
tueittin  fs  but  a  lad.    Also,  Saunders  predicted  

"  Nay,"  said  Lord  Crawford,  "unless  the  prediction 
«  singularly  to  the  purpose,  I  must  cut  you  short,  my 
:ood  Ludovic ;  for  both  you  and  I  must  now  leave 
our  nephew,  with  prayers  to  Our  Lady  to  strengthen 
tim  in  the  good  muid lie  is  in ;  for  this  is  a  case  in 
trhich  a  light  word  might  do  more  mischief  than  all 
he  Parliament  of  Pans  could  mend.— My  blessing 
v'ith  you,  my  lad;  and  be  in  no  hurry  to  think  of 
saving  our  body,  for  there  will  be  good  blows  going 
resently  in  the  eye  of  dsy,  and  no  ambuscade." 

"  And  my  blessing  too,  nephew."  said  Ludovic 
•ealy  4  *'  for,  since  you  have  satisfied  our  most  noble 
aptain,  I  also  am  satisfied,  Jis  in  duty  bound." 

'*  Stay,  my  lord,"  said  Quentin,  and  led  Lord 
'rawford  a  little  apart  from  his  uncle.  "  I  must  not 
>rget  to  mention,  that  there  is  a  person  besides 
i  the  world,  Vfhos  having  learned  from  me  these 
itcurastances,  which  it  is  essential  to  King  Louis's 
afety  should  at  present  remain  concealed,  may  not 
liink  that  the  same  obligation  of  secrecy,  which 
Ctaches  to  me  as  the  Kingra  soldier,  and  as  having 
een  relieved  by  his  bounty,  is  at  all  binding  on 
©r." 

"On  Aw.'"  replied  Crawford;  "  nay,  if  there  be 
woman  in  the  secret,  the  Lord  ha'  mercy,  for  we 
re  all  on  the  rocks  again  I"  . 

"  Do  not  suppose  so,  my  lord/'  replied  Durward, 
but  use  your  interest  with  the  Count  of  Ci^veccBur 
>  permit  me  an  interview  with  the  Countess  Isabelle 
f  Croye,  who  is  the  party  possessed  of  my  secret, 
nd  I  doubt  not  that  I  can  persuade  her  to  be  as  si- 
Mfit  as  I  shall  unquestionably  myself  remain,  con- 
entig  whatever  may  incense  the  Duke  against  King 
fonis." 

The  old  soldier  mused  for  a  long  time— looked  up 
0  the  ceiling,  then  down  again  upon  the  floor— then 
hook  his  head,— and  at  length  said,  *'  There  is 
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something  in  all  thia  which,  by  myhonoar,  I  do  po* 
understand..  The  Countess  Isabelle  of  Croye!— aa 
interview  with  a  lidy  of  her  birth,  blood,  and  'posses- 
sions 1— and  thou,  a  raw  Scottish  lad,  so  certain  of 
carrying  thy  point  with  her?  Thou  art  ei therms trange- 
ly  confident,  my  young  friend,  or  else  you  have  u'ised 
your  time  well  upon  the  journey.  But,  by  the  Cross 
of  Saint  Andrew  I  I  will  move  Crevecceur  ih  thy 
behalf;  and,  as  he  truly  fears  that  Duke  Charles 
may  be  provoked  against  the  King  to  the  extremity 
of  lalling  foul,  I  think  it  likely  he  may  grant  thy  re- 
quest, though,  by  my  honour,  it  is  a  comical  one  !'* 

So  saying,  and  shrugging  up  his  shoulders,  the 
old  Lord  len  the  apartment,  followed  by  Ludovic 
Lesly,  who  forming  his  looks  on  those  oi  his  prin- 
cipal, endeavoured,  though  knowing  nothing  of  the 
cause  of  his  wonder,  to  Took  as  mysterious  and  im- 
portant as  Crawford  himself. 

In  a  few  minutes  Crawford  returned,  but  without 
his  attendant  Le  Balafr^.  The  old  man  seemed  in 
singular  humour^  laughing  and  chuckling  to  himself 
in  a  manner  which  strangely  distorted  his  stern  and 
rigid  features^  and  at  the  same  time  shaking  his  head, 
as  at  something  which  hecould  not  help  condemning; 
while  he  found  it  irresistibly  ludicrous.  V  My  certes, 
countryman."  said  be.  *'  but  you  are  not  blate— you 
will  never  lose  fair  lady  fbr  faint  heart!  Crdvccoeur 
swallowed  your  proposal  as  he  would  have  done  a 
cup  of  vinegar,  and  swore  to  me  roundly,  by  all  the 
samu  in  Burgundy,  that  were  less  than  the  honour 
of  princea  and  the  peahe  of  kingdoms  at  stake,  you 
should  never  ^ee  even  so  much  9s  the  print  of  the 
Countess  Isabelle  s  foot  on  the  clay.  Were  it  not  that 
he  had  a  dame,  and  a  fair  one,  I  would  have  thought 
that  he  meant  to  break  a  lance  for  the  prize  himself. 
Perhaps  he  thinks  of  his  nephew,  the  County  Stephen. 
A  Countess !— would  no  less  serve  you  to  oe  mmting 
at  7— But  come  along— your  interview  with  her  must 
be  brief— But  I  fancy  you  know  how  t6  make  the 
most  of  httle  time— no!  ho!  ho!— By  my  faith,  I  can 
hardly  chide  thee  for  the  presumption,  I  have  such  a 
good  will  to  laugh  at  it!"  . 

With  a  brow  like  scarlet,  at  once  ofifended  and  dis- 
concerted by  the  blunt  inferences  of  die  old  soldier, 
and  vexed  at  beholdmg  in  what  an  absurd  light  his 

Sission  was  viewed  by  every  person  of  experience, 
urward  followed  Lord  Crawford  in  olence  to  the 
Ursuline  convent,  m  which  the  Countess  was  lodged, 
and  in  the  parlour  of  which  he  fouxKl  the  Count  de 
Crdveceeur. 

•*  So,  young  gallant,"  said  the  latter,  sternly,  "  you 
must  see  the  fair  companion  of  your  romantic  expedi* 
tion  once  more,  it  seems  7" 

"  Yes,  my  Lord  Count,"  answered  Quentin.  firm 
ly :  '*  and  what  is  more,  I  must  see  her  alone.' 

"  That  shall  never  be,"  said  the  Count  de  Creve- 
cceur.-** Lord  Crawford,  I  make  you  judge.  This 
young  lady,  the  daughter  of  my  old  friend  and  com- 
panion in  arms,  the  richest  heiress  in  Burgundy,  has 
confessed  assort  of  a— what  was  I  going  to  say  ?— in 
short,  she  is  a  fool,  and  your  man-at-arms  here  a 
presumptuous  coxcomb— ki  a  word,  they  shall  not 
meet  aibne." 

"Then, will  I  not  speak  a  single  word  to  the 
Countess  in  your  presence,"  said  Quentin,  much  de- 
lighted.   "  You  have  told  me  much  that  I  did  not 


^since  you  refer  to  me,  and  there  is  a  good  stout  gra 
ting  across  the  parlpur.  I  would  advise  you  to  trust  to 
it,  and  let  them  dd  the  worst  with  their  tongues 
What,  man !  the  life  of  a  King,  and  many  thousands 
besides,  is  not  to  be  weighed  with  the  chance  of  two 
young  things  whiily-whawmg  in  ilk  other's  ears  for  a 
minute  7" 

So  saying,  he  dragged  ofTCrdvecceur,  who  follow- 
ed very  reluctantly,  and  cast  many  angry  glances  at 
the  young  Archer  as  he  left  the  room. 

In  a  moment  after,  the  Countess  Isabelle  entered 
Oft  the  other  side  of  the  grate,  and  no  sooner  saw 
Quentin  alone  in  the  parlour,  than  she  stopped  short, 
and  cast  her  eyes  on  the  grouod  for  the  space  of  half 
a  minute.    ^  x  ^t  why  should  I  be  ungrateful'  alia 
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tnrougn  bo  many  penis— mai 
her  only  faithful  and^  zealous  i 
par  readers,  even  if  countesses 
be  oTtbe  number,  will  pardon  t 


Mkl,  "because  others  are  unjustly  suspicioos ?— My 
friend— my  preserver,  I  may  almost  say,  so  much 
have  I  been  oeset  by  irsachery-^my  onJy  fhidiful  and 
eonstant  friend!"        ,  ,,,..,. 

As  she  spoke  thus,  she  extended  her  hand  to  hira 
through  the  grat&  nay^  sdATered  him  to  retain  it,  un- 
t3  henad  covered  it  with  kisses,  not  unmingfed  with 
tears.  She  only  said,  "Durward,  were  we  ever  to 
meet  agaifi,  I  would  not  permit  this  folly." 

If  it  he  considered  that  Quentin  had  gnatded  her 
so  many  perils— that  he  had  been,  in  truth, 
' '  *  "  *  J^  zealous  protector,  perhaps  my 
countesses  and  heii^ejsses  shoola 

,  ..ill  pardon  the  derogation. 

But  the  Countess  extricated  her  hand  at  length, 
and  stepping  a  pace  back  from  the  grate,  asked  Dur- 
ward. in  a  very  embarrassed  tone,  what  boon  he  had 
to  ask  of  her  ?— "  For  that  vou  have  a  request  to 
make,  I  have  learned  from  the  old  Scottish  Lordi 
who  came  here  but  now  with  my  cousin  of  Cr^ve- 
Offiur.  Let  it  be  but  reasonable,"  she  said,  "but 
such  as  poor  Isabelle  can  grant  with  duty  and  ho- 
nour umnfringed,  and  you  cannot  tax  my  slender 
powers  too  hiihly.  But,  01  do  not  speak  hastily, 
—do  not  say,^  she  added,  looking  around  with 
timidity,  "  aught  that  might,  if  overheard,  do  preju- 
dice to  us  both !" 

"  Pear  not,  noble  lady,"  said  <iiicntin,  sorrowftillyj 
*'  it  is  not  ftere  that  I  can  forget  the  distance  which 
fate  has  placed  betw;een  us,  or  expose  you  to  the  cen- 
sure of  your  proud  kindred,  as  the  object  of  the  most 
devoted  love  to  one,  poorer  and  less  powerful— not 
perhaps  less  noble  than  themselves.  Let  that  pass 
like  a  dream  of  the  night  to  all  but  one  bosom,  where, 
dream  as  it  is,  it  will  fill  up  the  room  of  all  existing 
realities." 

"  Hush !  hush !"  said  Isabelle ;  '*  for  your  own 
sake,— for  mine,— be  silent  on  such  a  theme.  Toll 
me  rather  what  it  is  you  have  to  ask  of  me." 

"  Forgiveness  to  one,"  replied  Queniin,  "  who,  for 
his  own  selfish  views,  hath  conducted  himself  as 
your  enemy." 

"  I  trust  I  forgive  all  my  enemies,"  answered  Isa- 
belle; '*but  oh,  Durwaru!  through  what  scenes 
have  your  -courage  and  presence  or  mind  protected 
me !— Yonder  bloody  half— the  good  Bishop— I  knew 
not  till  yesterday  half  the  horrors  I  had  unconscious^ 
ly  witnessed  I" 

"  Do  not  think  on  them,"  said  <luentin,  who  saw 
the  transient  colour  which  had  come  to  Iter  oheek 
during  their  conference,  fast  fading  into  the  most 
deadly  paleness— "Do  not  look  back,  but  look  steadi- 
ly forward,  as  they  needs  must  who  walk  in  a  peri- 
^  lous  road.  Hearken  to  me.  King  Louis  deserves 
nothing  fetter  at  your  hand,  of  all  others,  than  to  be 

Eroclaimed  the  wily  and  insidious  politician,  which 
e  really  is,  But  to  tax  him  as  the  encourager  of 
your  flight— still  more  as  the  author  of  a  plan  to  throw 
you  into  the  hands  of  De  la  Marck— will  at  this  mo- 
ment produce  perhaps  the  Kiiig^s  death  or  dethrone- 
ment; and,  at  all  events,  the  most  bloody  war  be- 
tween France  and  Burgundy  which  the  two  coun- 
tries have  ever  been  engaged  in." 

These  evils  shall  not  arrive  for  my  sake,  if  they 
ran  be  prevented,"  said  the  Countess  Isabelle ;  "  and 
iiide«id  your  slightest  request  were  enough  to  make 
me  forego  my  revenga  were  that  at  any  time  a  pas- 
sion which  I  deeply  cherish.  Is  it  possible  I  would 
rather  remember  King  Louis's  injuries,  than  your  in- 
valuable flervices?— Yet  how  is  this  to  be  ?— When  I 
am  called  before  my  Sovereign,  the  Duke  of  Bur- 
ffundy,  I  must  either  stand  silent,  or  speak  the  truth. 
The  former  would  be  contumacy ;  and  to  a  false  tale 
you  will  not  desire  me  to  train  my  tongue." 

"  Surely  not^"  said  Durward  ;  "  but  let  your  evi- 
dence concermng  Louis  be  confined  to  what  you 
voiirsclf  positively  know  to  be  truth ;  and  when  you 
mention  what  others  have  reported,  no  matter  how 
credibly,  let  it  be  as  reports  only,  and  beware  of 
pledging  your  own  personal  evidence  to  that,  which, 
/  though  you  may  fully  believe,  you  cannot  personally 
enow  to  be  true.  The  assembled  Council  of  Bur- 
gundy cannot  refuse  to  a  Monarch  the  justice,  which 
IQ  my  country  is  rendered  to  the  medhest  person  un- 


der accusation.  They  must  esteem  him  irama 
until  dh-ect  and  sufficient  proof  shall  demotmniek 
guflt.^  Now,  what  does  not  consist  ^th  yov  n 
certain  knowledge,  should  be  proved  by  other  n 
dence  than  your  report  from  hearsay;.*' 

'*  I  think  I  understand  you,"  said  the 
Isabelle. 

"  I  will  make  my  meannkg  plainer,"  said  ( 

and  was  illustrating  it  acoordimdy  by  more  thaa 
instance,  when  the  convent-bell  tolled. 

**  That,"  said  the  Couotesa  "  is  a  aignal  t^ i 
must  part— part  for  ever!— Bat  do  not  fiuptfa 
Dirrward ;  I  will  never  forget  yoo^yanr  fnimm 
vices'' 

She  could  not  speak  more,  hat  again  ezteotf^ 
hand,  which  was  again  pressed  to  his  \rpa;di 
know  not  how  it  was,  that,  in  endeaTouring  it* 
draw  her  hand,  the  Countess  came  so  ^oseste 
grating,  that  Quentin  was  encourased  to  pnsfc 
adieu  on  her  lips.  The  young  ladv  md  not  chiM 
—perhaps  there  was  no  time;  for  Cndvecovi 
Crawford,  who  had  been  from  some  lonp-bck^ 
witnesses,  if  not  ear-wimesses  also,  of  wfaaa 
passing,  rushed  uito  the  nartment,  the  finta 
towering  passion,  the  latter  laughing,  andhoif&i|l  ; 
Count  back. 

"  To  your  chamberjvoung  tflistresa — to  your  cka  j 
her  r*  exclauned  the  Count  to  Isabelle.  wKa  Sem 
down  her  veil,  retired  in  all  haste, — '*  wfaica  sM ' 
be  exchanged  for  a  cell,  and  bread  and  vacer.-iii 
you, 'gentle  sir,  who  are  so  malapert,  ibe  tiaerf 
come  when  the  interests  of  kings  and  kingdontav 
not  be  connected  with  such  as  you  are ;  aod  yoa  M 
then  learn  the  penalty  of  your  audadty  m  aeam 
your  beggarly  eyes" 

"Hush!  hush!— enough  said — ^retn  up— nan*,' 
said  the  old  Lord ;— "  ana  you,  Queoim,  /  ooannani 
vou,  be  silent,  and  begone  to  yonr  ^arters.-^- 
There  is  no  such  room  for  so  much  soon  neifaflr,  St 
Count  of  Crdvecoeur,  that  I  must  say  now  he  is  oit 
of  hearing— Quentin  Durward  is  as  uracil  a  gfiitW- 
man  as  the  ^ng,  only,  as  the  Spaniard  saya,  not  m 
rich.  He  is  as  noble  as  myself,  and  1  am  cUdif 
my  name.  Tush,  tush !  man,  you  most  not  ^esk  ■ 
ttS  of  penalties." 

'*  My  lord,  my  lord,"  said  Cr^reccenr,  impatnQj 
"  the  insolence  of  these  foreign  mercenaries  is  pcovn 
bial,  and  should  receive  rather  reboke  than  eooei 
ragement  from  you,  who  are  their  leailer." 

^*  My  Lord  Count."  answered  Crawford,  "1 1 
ordered  my  command  for  these  fifry  years^vi^ 
advice  either  from  Frenchman  or  Burgmtdiao;  i 
I  intend  to  do  so,  under  your  favour,  so  long  ■ 
shall  continue  to  hold  it." 

."  Well  well,  my  lord,"  said  Crdvecceiir,  "I  l 
you  no  disrespect;  your  noblenesS)  as  weH  as  ] 
ag&  entitle  you  to  be  privileged  in  your  impetiei 
and  for  these  young  people^  1  am  satisfiea  to  oil 
look  the  past,  sinoe  I  wiO  take  care  that  they  nsl 
meetagam."  I 

"  Do  not  take  that  upon  your  salvation,  Cr^' 
ccBUr,"  said  the  old  Lord,  laughing;  **  mountaiK^il 
is  aaid,  may  meet  and  why  not  mortal  creatons  iW 
have  legs,  and  life  and  love  to  put  those  Iegsiiai»' 
Yon  kiss,  Cr^vecoBur,  came  tenderiy  o'  — 


tionl 

thinks  It  was  ominous."  , 

"  You  are  striving  again  to  disturb  my  psaeaee. 
said  CrdveccBur,  "out  I  will  not  give  youtfeitM' 
vantage  over  me— Hark !  they  toll  the  summons  4 
the  Castle— an  awful  meeting,  of  which  God  oo^tf 
foretel  the  issue," 

"  This  issue  I  can  foretel,"  said  the  oM  Sctm 
Lord,  "  that  if  violeqce  is  to  be  offered  lo  the  pcfal 
of  the  King,  few  ns  his 'friends  are,  and  eurroasas 
by  his  enemies^  he  shall  neither  faU  alone  norir 
avenged ;  and  grieved  I  am,  that  hb  own  posiM 
orders  have  prevented  my  taking  measures  lo  preiMi 
for  such  an  issue." 

"  My  Lord  of  Crawford,"  said  the  Bmn^ndian,  y 
anticipate  such  evil  is  the  sure  way  to  give  ocesafl 
to  it:  Obey  the  orders  of  your  royail  mesten  tnd  jpl 
no  pretext  for  violence  by  taking  hasty  ofienrv,  m 
you  will  find  that  the  day  will  pass 
smoothly  than  you' now  conjecture." 


CHAPTER  XXXII. 

nv  imrMTiflATioK. 

lf«  mtlMT  hatf,  mf  hMrt  miffhc  fM  rsw  lof*. 
Tban  my  dJipfoawd  eye  Me  xoor  courtMj. 
{te,o<Mi«io,iip~fOv  bMTtM  «#,  1  knoiw, 
Kishl«»iatI«Mt-«liIi«ilhy«wkiie^    ^^  ^    ^^ 
XiRf  JUeifrtf  17. 

At  the  first  toll  of  the  MI,  which  wm  to  •ammon 
16  gre»t  noblM  of  BuDgundy  Uweiher  in  council,  jvith 
16  veiy  few  French  men  who  could  be  present  on 
16  oocasioii,  Duke  Charlea,  followed  by  t  part  of  his 
'•in.  armed  with  partiaans  and  hattle-axea  enicred 
M  Hall  of  Herbert's  Tower,  m  the  Castle  of  Pe^ 
mne.  KinK  Louis,  who  had  expected  the  visit,  arose 
id  made  two  steps  lowards  the  Duke,  and  then  re- 
tained standinK  with  an  airbf  diifBity>  which^  in  HNte 
:  the  meannesapf  his  dieaai  and  the  iamihanty  of  his 
t&iary  niannera,  he  knew  very  well  how  to  assume 
ben  he  judgedit  necessary.  Upon  the  present  import- 
it  crisis,  the  oompoenre  of  his  demeanour  had  an 
rident  etfect  upon  his  rival,  who  changed  the  abrupt 
id  hasty  step  with  which  he  entered  theapartmaBt, 
ito  one  more  becoming  a  great  yaasal  •entering  the 
resence  of  his  Lord  Paramount  Apparently  the 
uke  had  formed  the  iate^nel  reselutwa  to  treat 
ouis,  in  the  outset  at  least,  with  the  fonnauties  due 
i  bis  high  station ;  but  at  the  ssjne  time  it  was  evi- 
sat,  that,  in  doing  ao»  he  put  no  amali  constraint 
»on  the  fierv  impalienoe  of  his  own  dimaiiion,  and 
ras  scarce  able  to  control  the  fipeUiKsoi  rssentment, 
nd  the  tbirai  of  revenge,  which  boiled  in  has  bosom, 
tence,  though  he  compelled  himself  to  use  the  oit^ 


wokf  as  if  impatient  of  the  carb  imposed  on  his  mo- 
ons—he frowned  and  bit  hia  Up  until  the  blood  came— 
id  every  look  and  movement  showed  that  the  moat 
issionate  prince  who  ever  lived,  ^  as  under  the 
>minion  of  one  of  his  most  violent  paroxysms  of 


The 
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state  wsre  ereoted  wider  Ae  sameeamm  that  hi 
the  Kmg  being  raised  two  steps  higher  than  the  one 
which  the  Duke  was  to  oocuiiy ;  about  twenty  of  tiM 
ohief  nobility  sat,  arranged  in  due  order,  on  mther 
hand  of  the  chair  of  state ;  and  thus,  when  both  the 
Princes  were  seated^  the  peraon  for  whose  trial  as  it 
misiht  be  called,  the  council  was  summoned,  beld  the 
highest  place,  and  appearsd  to  preside  in  it. 

It  was  perhaps  to  get  rid  of  this  inconsistency,  and 
the  scruples  which  might  have  been  mspued  by  it. 
that  Duke  Charles,  having  bowed  slightly  to  the  royal 
chair,  bhmtly  opened  the  sitting  with  the  following 
words  :•*• 

"Hj  good  vaastfs  and  eounsellors,  it  is  not  un- 
known to  yoa  what  disturbances  have  arisen  in  our 
tenitoriea,  oath  in  our  fiitbei's  time,  and  in  our  owik 
from  the  rebeUion  of  vassals  against  superiors,  and 
Buhseets  «gsinst  their  princes.  And  lately,  wehava 
had  the  most  dreadfol  cfoef  of  the  height  to  which 
these  evil*  have  anivea  in  our  ease,  bf  lEeseandalous  i 
flight  of  the  Countess  IsabeHe  of  Croyci^and  her  aunt 
the  Ladhr  Haneline,  t*  take  reftige  with  a  forei^ 
power,  thereby  rsnounomg  their  feaky  to  ns,  atid  m- 
feiving  the  foiiieitiire  of  their  fieis ;  and  in  another 
more  dreadful  and  deplorable  instanoe,  by  the  sacri- 
legioas  and  bloody  muraer4if  our  beloved  brother  and 
afly  the  Bishop  of  Lisge,  and  the  rebellion  of  that 
treacherous  dty,  which  was  but  too  mildly  punished 
for  the  last  insameiieo.  We  have  been  infonned  that 


16  King  marked  ^his  war  of  passion  with  a  cahn 
id  untroubled  eve ;  for,  though  he  gathered  from  die 
uke's  looks  a  foretaste  of  the  bittemsse  of  death, 
Inch  he  dreaded  alike  aa  a  mortal  and  a  ainful  man, 
t  he  wa^  resolved,  like  a  wary  and  skilful  pilot, 
ither  to  skiffer  himself  to  be  disepnoerted  by  his  own 
irs,  nor  to  abandon  the  hehn.  whjtei there  was  a 
lance  of  saving  the  veaael  by  adroit  pilotage.  Ther»- 
re,  when  the  Duks)  in  a  hearse  and  broken  tone, 
id  aomethingof  the  scarcity  of  his  acoommodationa, 
>  answered  with  aainil&  (hat  he  could  not  complain, 
ace  he  had  as  yet  found  Herbert's  Tower  a  better 
aidence  than  it  had  proved  to  one  of  hia  ancestors. 
**They  told  you  the  tradition  then?*'  said  Charles 
•**yes— hereiie  was  slsin— but  it  was  becauas  he 
fused  to  lake  the  c«twl,  and  finish  his  days' in  a  mo- 
islery." 

"  The  more  fool  he,"  said  Louifl^  affectfaig  unoon- 
>rn,  **  since  he  gained  the- torment  of  beiaga  mar^, 
ithout  the  jment  of  being  a  saint." 
**^  I  conie,"  aaid  the  Duke,  "  to  pray  your  M^esty  to 
ttend  a  high  council,  at  which  things  of  weight  are 
i  be  deliberated  upon  concerning  the  welfare  of 
tance  and  Burgundy.  You  will  presently  meet  them 
-that  is,  if  such  be  your  pleasure' 
**  Nay,  my  fair  cousin,"  said  the  King;  "  never  strain 
>urtesy  so  fai\  as  to  entreat  what  you  may  so  boldly 
»mmandr-To  council,  since « such  is  your  Oraoe'a 
easure.  We  are  somewhat  shorn  of  our  train,"  he 
Ided,  looking  upon  the  small  suite  that  arranged 
lemselves  to  attend  him— "but  you,  cQUsin,  roust 
line  oat  for  us  both." 

Mar^|Iled  bv  Toison  d'Qr,  chief  of  the  heralds  of 
orgundy,  the  Princes  left  the  Earl  Herbert' sTowei; 
id  entered  tbecastle  yanL  which  Louisobserved  was 
Ued  with  the  Duke's  body-guarchand  raen-at-arma, 
>lendiilly  accoutred,  and  drewn  up  in  martial  arrav. 
toaaing  the  court,  they  entered  the  Councit-haJl, 
'hich  -was  in  a  much  more  modem  part  of  the  build- 
tg:  thsn  that  of  which  Louis  >ad  Seen  the  tenant. 
^  though  in  disrepair,  had  been  haatily  arranged 
w  the  solemnity  of  a  pahlio  OQunoiL   Two  chaiis  of 


theae  aad  eventa  may  be  traced,  not  merely  to  the  .in" 
constancy  and  folly  of  women,  and  the  presumptk>n 
of  pampered  dtisena.  but  to  the  agency  of  foreign' 
power,  and  the  interference  d  a  mighty  neighbour, 
from  whom,  if  good  deeds  could  merit  any  return  in 
kind,  Buigundy  ooold  have  expected  nothing  but  the 
most  stnoere  and  devoted  Iricndship.  If  thn  should 
prove  truth,"  aaid  the  Duke,  setting  his  teeth,  and 
pressing  his  heel  sgainst  the  ground,  *'  what  consi' 
deration  shall  withhold  us— the  means  being  in  our 
power— fmm  taking  such  measures,  as  shairefiectu- 
ally,  and  at  the  veiy  aource,  close  up  the  main  spring; 
from  which  these  cnrils  have  yearly  flowed  on  us  7" 

The  Duke  had  begun  his  speech  witl).eomecalm- 
iiea&  but  be  devatsd  nis  voice  at  the  conclusion ;  and 
the  laat  sentenee  was  spoken  in  a  tone  which  made 
all  the  ootmselkirB  tremble,  and  brought  a  transient 
fit  of  paleness  across  the  King's  cheek.  He  instantly 
recalled  his  eourage,  however,  and  addressed  the 
cpundl  in  his  turn,  in  a  tone  evincing  so  much  ease 
and  composurat  that  the  Duke,  though  he  seemed  de- 
airoas  to  interrapt  or  stop  him,  found  no  decent  op- 
portunity to  do  so. 

"  Nobles  of  Francs  and  of  Bumndy,"  he  sakl, 
"Knighu  of  the  Holy  Spuit  and  of  the  Gk>lden 
Fleece  I  ainoe  a  King  must  bleed  his  cause  as  an  ac- 
cused person,  he  cannot  dsaire  more  distinguished 
judges,  than  the  flower  of  nobleness,  and  muste*  snd 


pndeof 


of  chivalry.  Our  foir  cousui  of  Burgundy  hath 
but  darkened  tbedismite  between  us,  in  so  for  as  his 
courtesy  has  declined  to  state  it  in  precise  terms.  I, 
who  have  no  cause  for  observing  such  delicacy, 
nay,  whoae  condition  permita  me  not  to  do  so.  crave 
leave  to  spefdi  more  precisely.  It  is  to  Us,  my  lorda— 
to  Ua,  his  liege  Lord,  his  kinsman,  his  ally,— that  un- 
happy drcnmstancea,  perverting  our  cousin's  clear 
judgment  and  better  nature,  have  induced  him  to 
apply  the  hateful  chargea  of  seducing  his  vassals 
from  their  allegiance,  snrnng  up  the  people  of  Liege 
to  revolt,  and  stimulating  the  outlawed  William  de 
la  Manak  to  cmnmit  a  most  cruel  and  sacrilegious 
murder.  Nobles  of  France  and  Burgundy,  I  might 
truly  appeal  to  the  circomstences  in  which  I  now 
stand,  as  being  in  them,selves  a  complete  contradio- 
tion  oif  soch  an  aocuaation ;  for  ia  it  to  be  supposed, 
that,  having  the  sense  of  a  ratfonal  being  left  me.  J 
should  have  thrown  myself  unreservedly  into  the 
pKiwerof  the  Duke  of  Buif^ndy,  while  I  waa  nrac- 
tising  treachery  against  hun,  such  aa  could  not  tail  to 
be  (ttoovered,  and  wkich,  being  discovered,  must 
place  me,  aa  I  now  stand,  in  the  power  of  a  justly 
exasperated  prince?  The  folfyof  one  who  ahould 
seat  himself  ouietly  down  to  repose  on  a  mine,  alter 
he  had  lighted  the  match  which  waa  to  cause  instant 
eiptosioWi  wooid  bass  bssa  wisdom  oonparsd  !• 


OURNTIN  DURWAAD. 
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mine.  I  hvfe  no  doubt,  Ant,  unongHt  the  p«rpeCiii- 
lore  of  those  horrible  treaaonsat  SchonwaMt,  ▼ulains 
haYO  been  busy  with  my  name— but  am  I  to  be  an- 
awerable,  who  have  given  them  no  right  to  use  it  l-~ 
If  two  ailly  women,  diagusted  on  acoonnt  of  some  ro- 
mantic cause  of  diBpleaaare,  aouxht  refiige  at  tny 
Court,  does  it  follow  that  they  dia  so  by  my  direc- 
tion?—It  will  be  found,  when  inquiied  into,  that, 
flinoe  honour  and  chivalry  forbade  my  sending  them 
back  prisoners  to  the  Court  of  Burgundy,--which  I 
diink,  gentlemen,  no  one  who  wears  the  collar  of 
these  Orders  would  suggest,— that  I  came  as  nearly 
as  possible  to  the  same  point,  by  placing  them  in  the 
hands  of  the  veiierable  father  in  Gknl,  who  is  now  a 
saint  in  heaven."— Here  Louis  seemed  much  affected, 
and  pressed  his  kerchief  to  his  eyes;— "  In  the  hands, 
I  say.  of  a  member  of  my  ovm  iamilv,  and  still  more 
closely  united  with  that  .of  Burgundy,  whose  situa- 
tion, exalted  condition  m  the  chufch,  and.  alas! 
whose  numerous  virtues,  qualified  him  to  be  the  pro- 
tector of  these  unhappy  wanderers  for  a  little  while, 
and  the  mediator  betwixt  them  and  their  liege  Lord. 
I  say,  therefore,  the  only  ciroumstanees  which  seem 
in  my  brother  of  Burgundy's  hasty  view  of  this  sub> 
ject,  to  aigue  unworthy  suspicions  against  me,  are 
such  as  can  be  explained  on  the  £tirest  and  most  ho- 
nourable motives;  and  I  say,  moreover,  that  no  one 
particle  of  credible  evidence  can  be  brought  to  support 
the  injurious  chaises  which  have  induced  my  brother 
to  alter  his  friendly  looks  towards  one  who  came  to 
him  in  full  confidence  of  friendship— have  caused  him 
to  turn  his  festive  hail  into  a  court  of  justice,  and  his 
hoepitable  apartmenu  into  a  prison." 

"My  lord,  my  lord,"  said  Charles,  breaking  m  so 
soon  as  the  King  paused., "  for  your  bemg  here  at  a 
time  so  unluckily  coiritiding  with  the  execution  of 
your  projects,  I  can  only  account '  by  supp6sing,  that 
those  who  make  it  (heir  trade  to  impose  on  others,  do 
sometimes  egregiously  delude'  themMlves.  The  en- 
gineer is  sometimes  killed  by  the  springing  of  his  own 
petard.— For  what  is  to  foflow,  let  it  depend  on  the 
event  of  this  solemn  inoulry.— Brin^  hither  the  Count* 
ess  Isabelle  of  Croye !" 

As  the  young  lady  wiss  introduced,  supported  on 
the  one  side  by  the  Countess  of  Crdvecaeur,  who  had 
lier  husband's  commands  to  that  efiect,'  and  on  the 
other  by  the  Abbess  of  the  Ursuline  convent,  Charles 
exclaimed,  with  his  usual  harshness  of  voice'  and 
manner,—"  Soh  1  sweet  Princess— you,  who  could 
scarce  find  breath  to  answer  us  when  we  last  laid  our 
just  and  reasonable  bommands  on  you,  yet  have  had 
wmd  enough  to  run  as  long  a  course  as  ever  did 
hunted  doe— what  think  you  of  the  fair  work  you 
have  made  between  two  great  Praices,  and  two 
mighty  countries  that  have  been  like  to  go  to  war  for 
vour  baby  face?*'  ^ 

The  Dublidty  of  the^cene,  and  the  violence  of 
Charleses  manner,  totally  overcame  the  resolution 
which  Isabelle  had  formed,  of  throwing  herself  at  the 
Duke's  feet,  and  imploring  him  to  take  possession  of 
her  estates,  and  permit  her  to  retire  into  a  cloister. 
She  stood  motionless,  like  a  terrified  female  in  a 
storm,  who  hears  the  thunder  roll  on  every  side  of 
her,  and  apprehends,  in  every  fresh  peal,  the  bolt 
which  is  to  strike  her  dead.  The  Countess  of  Cr^ve- 
coeur,  a  woman  of  spirit  equal  to  her  birth,  and  to  the 
beauty  which  she  preserved  even  in  her  matronly 

Bars,  iudged  it  necessary  to  interfere.  "  My  Lord 
uke,'*^  she  said,  "  my  fair  cousin  is  under  my  pro- 
tection. I  know  better  than  your  Grace  ho>lr  women 
should  be  treated,  and  we  will  leave  this  presence  in- 
stantlv,  unless  von  use  a  tone  and  language  more 
suitable  to  our  raniL  and  sex." 

The  Duke  burst  ont  into  a  laugh.  "  CrSvocOBur," 
AS  said,  "  thy  tameness  hath  made  a  lordly  dame  of 
thy  Countess ;  but  that  is  no  affair  of  mine.  Give  a 
seat  to  yonder  simple  girl,  to  whom,  so  far  ftt>m  feel- 
ing enmity,  I  design  the  highest  graos  and  honour.— 
Sit  down,  mistress,  and  tell  us  at  your  leisure  wiiat 
fiend  possessed  you  to  fly  from  your  native  oountry, 
and  embrace  the  trade *oi  a  damsel  advenmrous." 

With  miich  pain,  and  not  without  several  interrup- 
tions. Isabelle  oonleased,  that,  being  absolutely  deter- 
mined against  a  match  pioposed  to  her  by  ^e  Duks 


of  Burgundy,  she  jM  mdolnd  (he  hope  of  obta 
protection  or  tbf  ^urt  of  France. 

"  And  under  protection  of  the  French  Moosi 
said  Charles—"  Of  that,  doubtless,  you  wai«  we 
sured  T 

"  I  did  indeed  so  think  myadf  aaourBd,'^  aiii 
Copntess Isabelle,  "otherwise  I  had  not  take*  i 
so  decided."^Here  Charles  looked  upon  Loia 
a  smile  of  inexpressibte  bitterness,  which  the) 
supported  with  the  utmost  firmiiesfl,  except  ih 


lip  grew  something  whiter  than  it  wme  wontisl 
"  But  ray^information  conoeming  Kingi  Low^ 
tentions  towards  us,"  oontinoed  the  Countess  li 
short  pause,  "  was  almost  entirely  denied  mm 
unhappy  aunt,  the  Lady  Kamelme,  and  her  ofs 
were  mrroed  upon  the  assertioDS  and  insinuaiiB 
persons  whom  i  have  since  discovered  to  be  tkH 
traitors,  and  most  faithless  wretdies  m  the  «^ 
She  then  stated,  in  brief  terms,  what  ahe  liads 
come  to.  learn  of  the  treachery  of  Marthoo,  sri 
Hayraddin  Maugrabin,  and  added,  that  ahe  *« 
tained  no  doubt  that  the  elder  Mausrabin,  caflaf  I 
met,  the  orig^al  adviser  of  their  mgfat,  was  cipi 
of  eveiy  species  of  treachery  as  weuas  of  aasH 
the  characterof  an  ag^t  of  Louia  without  aniha^ 

Tliere  was  a  pause  while  the  Counteas  had  a 
tinned  her  stoiy,  which  she  prosecated,  dioi^bii 
bri^y,  from  the  time  she  len  the  territoiies  of  B 
gundy,  in  .company  with  her  aunt,  ttntfl  tliesisna 
of  Schonwaldt,  and  her  final  surrender  to  the  Cm 
of  Grdveccenr.  All  remained  mute  after  riw  h 
finished  her  brief  and  bioken  narrative^  and  the  Dd 
of  Burgundy  bent  his  fierce  dark  erea  on  the  area 
like  one  who  seeks  for  a  pretext  to  indetge  asps 
sion,  but  finds  none  sufficientlr  ptaoaihle  to  joti 
himself  in  his  own  eyes.  **  The  meh,"  he  mH  i 
length,  looking  upwanis,  "  winds  not  ia  dark  ad 
terranean  path  beneath  our  feet  tfce  J^  ostamh 
that  we,  though  conscious  of  his  molioos,  cannota» 
solutely  trace  them.  Yet  I  would  know  of  Si^ 
Louis,  wherefore  he  maintained  these  Vi&bb  at  ha 
Court,  had  they  not  gone  thither  by  his  ovavwa 
tion." 

"  I  did  not  so  entertau  them,  ftir  coiain,''  as 
swered  the  King.  "  Ou#of  oompaasBon,  indieei 
received  them  in  privacy,  but  took  an  early  oppsit 
nity  of  placing  them  under  the  protection  of  the  h 
excellent  Bishop,  your  own  ally,  and  who  was  In 
CkKl  asscMl  hijn !)  a  better  judge  than  I,  or  any  sec 
lar  prince,  how  to  reconcile  the  protection  doe  to  fa 
tives,'with  the  duty  which  a  king  owes  to  his  ■ 
fi^m  whose  dominions  th^y  have  fled.  I  boldly  i 
this  young  lady,  whether  my  reception  of  them  « 
cordial,  or  whether  it  was  not,  on  the  oootrafr,SB 
as  made  them  express  regret  that  they  had  made  i 
Court  their  place  of  refiige  V 

"  So  much  was  it  othervriae  than  conjisi,'*  snsw 
ed  the  Countess,  "  that  ,it  induced  me^  at  leaji, 
doubt  how  far  it  was  possible  that  your  Majesty  eba 
have  actually  given  the  mvitation  of  which  we  fa 
been  assured,  by  thosb  who  called  themselves  jt 
agents;  since,  supposing  them  to  have  proooeded  a 
as  they  were  duly  authorized,  it  would  have  beoibi 
to  reconcile  your  Majesty's  conduct  with  thattvl 
expected  from  a  kmg,  a  knight,  and  a  gentlema" 

The  Countess  turned  hear  eyes  to  t&  Kins « if 
spoke,  with  a  look  which  was  probably  inteM* 
reproach,  but  the  breast  of  Louis  yns  armed  wm 
all  such  artillery.  On  the  contrary,  wavins  im 
his  eitpanded  hands,  and  looking  around  thecsw 
seemed  to  make  a  triumphant  appeal  to  aU  pntfi 
upon  the  testimony  borne  to  his  innocence  iai 
Countesses  reply. 

Burgundy,  meanwhile,  cast  on  hnn  a  look  wis 
seemed  to  say.  that  if  in  some  degree  silaieed,  h««i 
as  far  as  ever  from  being  satisfied,  and  then  sasi  i 
ruptly  to  the  Countess,—*'  Methinks,  fitir  miatresi^i 
this  account  of  your  wanderings,  you  have  forget i 
mention  of  certain  love-passagea— So.  ho !  bltaM 
already  ?— Certain  knigh  te  of  the  forest,  by  wbon  91 
quiet  was  for  a.time  interrupted.  Well — that  indai 
hath  come  to  our  ear;  and  something  we  may  pi 
sentiy  form  out  of  it.— Tell  met  King  Louis,  weal 
not  well,,  before  this  tagrant  Helea  of  Tror«  « ^ 


7roye,  set  more  Kings  by  the  eBn»-*were  it  not  weH 
o  carve  out  a  fitting  match  for  her?" 

King  Louis,  though  conscious  what  ungrateful  pro- 
KMal  was  likely  to  be  made  next,  gave  a  calm  and 
lUent  assent  to  what  Charles  said ;  but  the  Countess 
lerself  was  restored  to  courage  by  the  very  extremity 
»f  her  situation.  S he  quitted  the  arm  of  the  Countess 
>fCrdveco0ur,  on  which  she  had  hitherto  leaned,  came 
brward  timioly.  yet*with  an  air  of  dignity,  and.  Kneel* 
ng  before  the  Duke's  throne,  thus  addressed  him  .*— 
'Noble  Duke  of  Burgundy,  and  my  lies^  Lord;  I 
tcknowledge  my  faxAi  in  having  withdrawn  myself 
rom  your  dommions  without  your  edacious  permi»- 
Bod,  and  will  most  humbly  acquiesce  in  any  penalty 
ou  are  pleased  to  impose.  I  place  my  lands  and 
astles  at  your  nghtful  disposal,  and  pray^a  only  of 
our  own  bounty,  and  tor  the  sake  of  my  father's 
(tembry,  to  allow  the  last  of  the  line  of  Croye,  out  of 
lerlaige  estate,  such  a  moderate  maintenance  as  may 
Ind  her  admission  into  a  convent  for  the  remainder 
f  her  life." 

,  "What  think  you.  Sire,  of  the  yoong  person's  peti> 
bn  to  us  T*  said  the  Duke,  addressinzXouis. 

"As  of  a  holy  and  humble  motion,  said  the  King, 
'which  doubtless  comes  from  that  grace  which  ought 
lot  to  be  resisted  or  withstood." 

"The  humble  and  lowly  shall  be  exalted,"  said 
i^horles.  "  Arise,  Countess  Isabelle— we  mean  better 
br  you  than  you  have  devised  for  yomtelt  We 
nean  neither  to  sequestrate  your  estates,  nor  to  abase 
rour  honours,  but,  on  the  contrary,  will  add  largely 
to  both." 

"Alas !  my  lord,"  said  the  Countess,  continuing  on 
iter,  knees,  "it  is  even  that  well-meant  goodness 
srfaich  I  fear  still  more  than  your  Grace's  displeasure, 
linoe  it  compels  me" 

.•••Saint  George  of  Burgundy P*  said  Duke  Charles, 
'*  IS  our  will'  to  be  thwarted,  and  our  commands  dis- 
rated, at  every  turn  1  Up,  I  say,  minion,  and  with* 
iraw  for  the  present— when  we  have  time  to  think  of 
:bee,  we  will  so  order  matters,  that,  T^ai^eknnt'Gru! 
roa  shall  either  obey  us,  or  do  worse." 

Notwithstanding  this  stern  answer,  the  Countess 
sabelle  fevmianed  at  his  feet,  and  would  probably,  by^ 
ler  pertinacity,  have  driven  him  to  say  upon  the  spot 
romething  yet  more  severe,  had  not  the  Countess  of 
Drdvecffiur,  who  better  knew  that  Prince's  humour, 
nterferetl  to  raise  her  young  friend,  and  to  conduct 
ler  from  the  hall. 

Quentln  Durward  was  now  summoned  to  appear, 
ind  presented  himself  before  the  King  and  Duke  with 
that  freedom,  distant  alike  from  bashful  reserve  and 
tntnisive  boldness,  which  becomes  a  youth  at  once 
well-born  and  well-nurtured,  who  gives  honour  where 
t  is  due,  but  without  permitting  himself  to  bedazzled 
»r  confused  by  the  presence  of  those  to  whom  it  is 
^  be  rendered.  His  uncle,  had  furnished  him  with 
the  means  of  again  equipping  himself  in  the  arms 
and  dress  of  an  Archer  or  the  Scottish  Gkiard,  and 
his  complexion,  mien,  and  air,  suited  in  an  uncom- 
mon degree  his  splendid  appearance.  His  extreme 
yputh,  too,  prepossessed  the  counsellors  in  his  favour, 
the  rather  that  no  one  could  easily  believe  that  the 
lagacious  Louis  would  have  chosen  so  very  young  a 
person  to  become  the  confidant  of  political  mtrigiies; 
»nd  thus  the  King  enjoyed,  in  this  as  in  other  cases, 
Bonsiderable  advantage  fh>m  his  singular  choice  of 
Igents.  both  as  to  age  and  rank,  where  such  election 
leemed  least  likely  to  be  made.  At  the  command  of  the 
Duke,  sanctioned  by  that  of  Louis,  Quentin  commen- 
9ed  an  account  of  his  journey  with  the  Ladies  of  Croye 
to  the  neighbourhood  of  Liege,  premising  a  statement 
)f  King  Louis's  instructions,  which  were,  that  he 
ihould  escort  them  safely  to  the  castle  of  the  Bishop. 

•*  And  you  obeyed  my  orders  accordingly  1"  said  the 
ting. 
>  "  I  did,  Sire,"  replied  the  Scot. 

"Vou  omit  a  circumstance,"  said  the  Duke.  "You 
Mrere  set  upon  in  the  forest  by  two  wandering 
kniffhts." 

"It  does  not  become  me  to  remember  or  to  pro- 
claim such  an  incident,"  said  the  youth,  bluslung  in- 
leiiuously. 

*  Bat  It  doth  not  become  nu  to  forget  1<"  said  the 
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Duke  of  Orleans.  "  lliis  jronth  dischai^  his  com* 
mission  manfully,  and  mamtained  his  trust  in  a  man* 
ner  that  I  shall  fong  remember.— Come  to  my  apart- 
ment. Archer,  when  this  matter  is  over,  and  thoa 
shalt  find  I  have  not  forgot  thy  brave  bearing,  whila 
I  am  glad  to  see  it  is  equalled  by  thy  modesty." 

"And  come  io  mine,"  said  Dunois.  "I  have  a 
helmet  for  thee,  since  I  think  1  owe  thee  one."  -Quen- 
tin  bowed  low  to  both,  and  the  examination  was  re- 
sumed. At  the  command  of  Duke  Charles,  he  pro- 
duced the  written  instructions  which  he  had  received 
for  the  direction  of  his  journey. 

"  Did  you  follow  these  instructions  literally^  sol* 
dier?"  aaid  theDi^ke.  •  ^       • 

"No,  if  it  please  your  Grace,"  replied  Quentin. 
"They  directed  me,  as  you  maybe  pleased  to  ob- 
serve, to  cross  the  Maes  near  Namur:  whereas  I 
kept  the  left  bank,  as  being  bodi  the  nigher  and  the 
safer  road  to  Liege." 

"And  wherefore  that  alteration T'  said  the  Duke. 

"Because  I  began  to.  suspect  the  fidelity  of  my 
guide,"  answered  Quentin.  ' 

"  Now  mark  the  Questions  I  have  next  to  ask  thee," 
said  the  Duke.  "Reply  truly  to  them,  and  fear  no- 
thing fh>m  the  resentment  of  any  one.  But  if  you 
palter  or  double  in  your  answers,  I  will  have  thee 
hung  alive  in  an  iron  chain  from  the  steeple  of  tha 
market-house,  where  thou  shalt  wish  for  death  fot 
many  an  hour  ere  he  come  to  relieve  you  P' 

There  was  a  deep  silence  ensued.  At  length,  having 
8;iven  the  youth  tiroe^  as  he  thous^t,  to  cunsidertha 
cutnimstances  in  which  he  was  placed,  the  Duke  de- 
manded to  know  of  Durward,  who  his  cuide  was,  by 
whom  supplied,  and  wherefore  he  had  been  led  to 
entertain  suspicion  of  him  1  To  the  first  of  these 
question^'  Quentin  Durward  answered,  by  naming 
Hayraddin  Maugrabin,  the  Bohemian ;  to  the  second, 
that  the  guide  had  been  recommended  by  Tristan 
I'Hermite;  and  in  reply  to  the  third  point,  he  men- 
tioned what  had  happened  in  the  Franciscan  con- 
vent, near  Namur;  how  ihe  Bohemian  had  been  ex- 
pelled from  the  holy  house :  and  how,  jealous  of  his 
behaviour,  he  had  dogged  him  to  a  rendezvous  with 
one  of  William  de  la  Merck's  Ihnaknechts,  where  he 
overheard  them  arranse  a  plan  for  surprising  the 
ladies  who  were  under  Bis  protection. 

"Now,  hark  thee."  said  the  Duke,  "and  oncf 
more  remember  thy  life  depends  on  thy  veracity,  did 
these  villains  moution  their  having  this  King's— 1 
mean  this  very  King  Louis  of  Franco's  authority,  fot 
their  scheme  of  surprising  the  escort,  and  carrying 
away  the  ladies  ?" 

"If  such  infamous  fellows  had  said  so,"  replied 
Quentin,  "I  know  not  how  I  should  have  believeo 
them,  having  the  word  of  the  King  himself  to  plact 
in  opposition  to  theirs." 

Louis,  who  had  listened  hitherto  with  most  earnest 
attention,  could  not  help  drawing  his  breath  deeply, 
when  he  heard  Durward's  answer,  jn  the  manner  oi 
one  from  whose  bosom  a  heavy  weight  has  been  at 
once  removed.  The  Duke  again  looked  disconcerted 
and  moody :  and,  returning  to  the  charge,  questioned 
Quentin  still  more  closely,  whether  he  did  not  under> 
stand,  from  tliew  men's  private  conversation,  thai 
the  plots  which  tbey  meditated  had  King  Louis'e 
sanction  ? 

"I  repeat,  that  I  heard  nothing  which  could  au- 
thorize me  to  say  so,"  answered  the 'young  man, 
who,  thous^h  internally  convinced  of  the  King's  ac- 
cession to  the  treachery  of  Hayraddin,  yet  held  it 
contrary  to  his  alle/riance  to  brine  forward  his  own 
suspicions  on  the  subject;  "and  it  I  had  heard  such 
men  make  such  an  assertion,  I  again  say,  that  I 
would  not  have  f -'ven  their  testimony  weiglit  against 
the  instructions  pf  the  King  himself.^' 

**Thou  art  a  faithful  messenger,''  said  the  Duk^, 
with  a  sneer ;  "and  I  venture  to  say,  that  in  obeymg 
the  Kin;f  s  instructions,  thou  hast  disappointed  his 
expectations  in  a  manner  that  thou  mightst  have 
'Bmarted  for,  but  that  subs^qoent  events  have  mode 
thy  bull-headed  fidelity  seem  like  good  service." 

"  I  understand  you  not,  my  lord,"  said  Quentin 
Durward;  "all  I  know  is,  that  my  mnsier  King 
Louis  sent  me  to  protect  these  ladies,  and  that  I  did  . 
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■o  accordingly,  to  the  extent  of  my  ability,  both  n 
the  jouriMy  to  Scbonwaldt,  and  through  the  sub- 
oequent  ecenes  which  took  places  I  understood  the 
tistruotions  of  the  King  to  be  honouraA)le,  and  I  eze- 
euted  them  honourably;  heUi  theV  been  of  a  different 
lenor,  they  would  not  have  suited  one  of  my  name  or 
nation.'*  i      • 

"Pier  eomme  vn  EcomoU^**  said  Charles,  wha^ 
iioweverdisappointed  at  the  tenor  of  Durward's  replvi 
was  not  unjust  enough  to  blame  him  for  his  bold- 
ness. "But  hark  thee,  Archer^  what  instructions 
were  those  which  made  thee,  as  some  sad  fugitives 
from  Schonwaldt  have  informed  us,  paradt^  the 
fttreete  of  Liege,  at  the  head  of  these  mutineers,  who 
afterwards  cruelly  mnrdered  their  temporal  Prince 
and  spiritual  Father?  And  what  harangue  was  it 
which  thou  didst  make  after  that  murder  was  com^ 
mitlei  in  which  you  took  upon  you,  as  agent  for 
Louis,  to  assume  authonty  among  the  vUlams  who 
bad  Just  perpetrated  so  great  a  crime  V 

"  My  lord,"  said  (iuenun,  "  there  are  many  who 
could  te8iO[y,  that  I  assumed  not  the  character  of  an 
«nvoy  of  Franoe  in  the  towm  of  Lie^  but  bad  it 
£xed  upon  me  by  the  obstinate  clamours  of  the  people 
themselves,  who  refused  to  give  credit  to  any  dia- 
clamation  which  I  could  make.  This  I  told  to  those 
in  the  service  <^  the  Bishop  when  I  had  made  my 
<eAcape  from  the  city,  and  leoommended  their  atten- 
tion to  the  security  of  the  Castle,  which  might  have 
prevented  the  calamity  and  horror  of  the  succeeding 
nighu  It  is,  no  doubt,  trua  that  I^  did,  m  the  ex- 
tremity of  danger,  avail  myself  of  the  mnuenoe  which 
mv  imputed  chafacter  gave  me,  to, save  the  Countess 
leabeUe^  to  protect  my  own  life,  and,  io  far  as  I  could, 
to  rein  in  the  humour  for  slaughter,  which  had  aU 
ready  broke  out  in  so  dreadful  an  instance.  I  repeat, 
and  will  maintain  it  with  my  body,  that  I  had  no 
commiaeion  of  any  kind  from  the  King  of  France, 
respecting  the  people  of  Liege,  far  less  instructions  to 
instigate  them  to  mutiny;  and  that,  finally,  when  I 
did  avail  myself  of  that  imputed  character,  it  was  as 
if  I  had  snatched  up  a  shield  to  protect  myself  in  a 
moment  of  emergency,  and  used  it,  as  I  should  surely 
have  done,  for  the  defence  of  myself  and  others,  with- 
out inquinng  whether  I  had  a  right  to  the  heraldic 
emblazonments  which  it  displayed." 

"  And  therein  my  young  companion  and  prisoner," 
said  Cr^veecBur,  unable  any  longer  to  remam  silent, 
"  acted  with  equal  spirit  and  good  sense ;  and  his 
doinjt  80  cannot  justly  be  imputed  as  blame  to  £ing 
Louis." 

There  was  a  murmur  of  assent  among  the  sur- 
roonding  nobiUty  which  sounded  joyfully  m  the  ears 
of  King  Louis,  whilst  it  gave  no  little  oiience  to 
Charles.  He  roUed  his  eyes  angrily  around ;  and  the 
sentiments,  so  generally  expriAsed  by  so  many  of  his 
•highest  vassals  and  wisest  counsellors,  would  not 
perhaps  have  prevented  his  givins  way  to  his  violent 
and  despotic  temper,  had  not  Des  Comines.  who 
foresaw  the  danger,  prevented  it,  by  suddenly  an- 
nouncing a  herald  from  the  aty  ot  Liege. 

"A  herald  from  weavers  and  nailers  V*  exclaimed 
the  Duke—"  but,  admit  him  instantly.  By  Our  Lady, 
I  w)H  learn  from  this  same  herald  something  further 
of  his  employers'  hopes  and  projects,  than  this  young 
French- Scottish  man-at-arms  seems  desirous  to 
teUme!" 


CHAPTER  XXXIII. 

TBI  HXEALD. 

jrm. Bark  1  they  raiir.      ^ 

Pntpent.   Let  then  be  bnntod  Mvndlj.^ 

Thibb  was  room  made  in  the  assembly,  and  no 
small  curiosity  evinced  by  those  present  to  see  the 
nerald  whom  the  insurgent  Liegeois  bad  ventured  to 
send  to  so  haughty  a  Prince  as  the  Ihike  of  Bur^ 
mmdy,  while  in  such  high  indignation  against  them. 
For  it  must  be  reinembered,  that  at  this  period  he- 
ralds were  only  di^^atcbed  from  sovereign  princes 
to  each  other  upon  solemn  occasions ;  .aiKi  that  tha 
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mlerior  nobility  eaa|d|yed  pnrauivantfl^  a 
of  officers-at-armsiVina]'  *^-* 


„  may  be  also  noticed  mf 
that  Louis  XI.,  ad  habitual  derider  of  'vrhateierd 
not  promise  real  power  or  substantial  advanutt 
was  m  especial  a  professed  contemner  of  herakbni 
heraldry,  "  red,  blue,  and  green,  with  all  tiieir  tra» 
ii^y,"*  to  which  the  pride  of  his  rival  Chailes,  w^ti 
was  of  a  very  difierent  kind,  attachad  oS  snaB4 
gree  of  ceremonious  unporunoe. 

The  herald,  who  was  now  intiodooed  into  dKE» 
sence  of  the  monarcha,  was  dreased  in  a  tabard,* 
coat,  embroidend  vrith  the  arma  of  his  mastt^a 
whidi  the  Boars-head  made  a  distinguiadied  H9» 
ance,  in  blazonry,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  tais  lU- 
fill,  was  more  showy  than  accurate.  The  rest  dk 
dress— a  dress  always  sufficiently  tawdry — ^wasaa 
charged  with  lac&  embroidery,  and  omanMBtf 
every  kind;  and  the  plume  of  fisatliers  whicik 


wore  waa  so  high,  as  if  intended  to  aweep  tbtwi 
of  the  hall  In  short,  the  usual  gaudy  cpfendflal 
the  heraldic  attire  was  caricatured  ana  owtrAm 


The  Boar's-head  waa  nbt  only  x«peated ^, 

part  of  his  dress,  bat  even  his  bonoet  waa  foot 
mto  that  shape,  and  it  was  re^reaented  with  m 
tongue  and  btoody  tuska,  or,  m  i»^oper  kngaip 
longed  and  dentated  guU»i  and  thcov  waa  8b» 


thing  in  the  man's  appeaiaace  wfaicb 

ply  a  mixture  of  botdnesa  mad  appnhenason,  Ifteai 
who  has  undertaken  a  diingeroua  mmtniiiin 
aensiUe  that  audidty  ak)na  can  cany  him 
it  with  safety.  Something,  of  the  same  nuxiaiia 
fear  and  effrontery  was  visible  in  the  manna  it 
which  be  pakl  hia  mspeots,  and  he  nhawwi  tim  i 
grotesque  awkwardness,  not  usual  amoogst  tfaca 
who  wore  aocuatoiped  to  be  reoeiyed  in  tkepnamei 
of  pnnces. 

'^  Who  art  thou,  in  the  devil's  mmamT  aas  ibe 
greeting  with  which  Charles  the  Bold  raeaifed  ibis 
unmuar  envoy. 

*^  am  Rouge  Sanglier."  answered  the  ksnU. 
"  the  offlcer-at-anns  of  William  do  la  Hank,  b?  ths 
grace  of  God,  and  the  election  of  the  Chapicr,?nica 

^nSl^excRuned  Charles;  but,  as  if  adbdniB«hii  , 
own  passion^  he  made  a  sign  to  bim  to  procaed. 

"And,  in  ni^t  of  his  wife,  the  HonouaUeOomi- 
ess  Hamdine  of  Croye,  Count  of  Oroya,  and  Loii 
ofBracquemont'". 

The  utter  astonishment  of  Duke  Cheriesat  the  ex- 
tremity of  boldneas  with  which  these  tides  wen 
announced  in  his  presence,  seemed  «o  strike  kia 
dumb :  and  the  herald,  conceiving,  doobtleaa,  tbs> 
he  had  made  a  suitable  impression  hy  the  umaa- 
ciation  of  his  character,  proceeded  to  sute  his  m- 
rand. 

'*  Annuntio  vobit  gaudium  mamgrn/*  he  said ;  "I 
let  you,  Charies  of  Burgundy  and  Earl  of  Flandaa 
to  know,  in  my  master's  name,  that  andcr  frnwaa  a 
a  dispensation  of  our  Holy  Father  ^  Rome,  jua- 
sently  expected,  and  appointing  a  fitting  subsiittta 
ad  jofro,  he  proposes  to  exercise  at  onoe  die  offia 
of  Prince  Bishop,  and  maintain  the  iightt  of  Goeif 
of  Croye." 

.  The  Duke  of  Burgundy,  at  this  and  other  peas* 
m  the  herald's  speech,  only  ejaculated  **fia.'"ar 
some  similar  interjection,  without  makinK  aorss- 
awer ;  and  the  tone  of  exclamation  was  that  «r«ee 
who,  though  surprised  and  moved,  is  willing  tskwr 
all  that  is  to  be  said  ele  he  cemmtta  himadf  hy 
making  an  answer.  To  the  fhrther  astotushmaat  m 
all  who  were  present,  he  forebore  from  his  assd 
sbrapt  and  vk»lent  geaticuktionsb  lemaiamir  «fik 
the  nail  of  his  thomb  pressed  asainst  his  tes^ 
which  was  bis  favourite  attitude  when  gr  * 


tion,  and  keeping  bis  eyes  bent  on  tbegroaad,  as  if 
unwilling  to  betray  the  passion  which  nnght  jjm 
m  them. 

The  envoy,  therefore,  proceeded  bohlly  and  aa- 
abasbed  m  the  dehvery^of  hia  measagsi  /*In  ihi 
name,  therefore,  of  the  Prmce  Bishop  of  Lmc,  and 
Count  of  Croye,  I  am  to  raqoire  of  yon,  Duke  Chariea 
to  desist  from  those  pretensions  and  eacroaehmsna 
which  you  have  made  on  the  free  ana  imperial  csiy 
•  for aiesailrrttoinrtMisseriltiii, sss um^f^  WL, 
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«f  Liego,  Ky  oonniTsaee  witMM  kle  Lottii  of  Boitf - 
b^ii,  unworthy  Bibhop  Jieiw. '-^ 

"  Ua  !'^  a^n  exclaimed  the  Duke. 

**  Abo  to  reetore  the  banners  o(  the  eommmuty, 
ikhlch  you  took  Tiolently  from  the  town,  to  the  nmn- 
iier  of  six-ond-thirty  t—to  rebaiM  the  breaches  in 
fkeir  walla,  and  reetore  the  ibrtificatioiia  which  you 
tyraBBioony  disraantled---and  to  acknowledge  my 
inaater,  WiUiam  de  k  Biarek,  as  Piince  Biahoii,  law* 
fully  elected  in  a  free  Chapter  of  Cadons^  of  whicb 
behold  the  proods-verbal/' 

"  Have  yoii  finished  1"  said  the  Doha 

"Not  yet,"  rdpliod  the  envoy:  **I  am  Ivrther  to 
require  your  Grace,  on  the  part  of  the  said  right 


belongiias  to  the  Earldom  of  Croye^  which  have  Imoii 
pAaoed  tMM,  whether  in  yavr  oikm  most  gradous 
name,  or  in  that  of  laabelle^  callinff  hers^Gountees 
of  Croyc^  or  any  other  t  until  tt  shall  be  decided  by 
the  Imperial  Diet,  whelaer  the  fieis  in  question  shafl 
Aot  pertain  to  the  aister  of  the  late  Ckmnl  my  moot 
graooufl  Lady  Hametine^  rather  thaa  to  nia  dangb* 
tor.  in  respect  of  the  fuM.empkiftmuM." 

'^  Your  master  is  most  leanied,'*  rephed  the  Duke. 

**Yet."  eoiitiaaed  the  bcnild^  "the  noble  and 
veneraDle  Mnce  and  Count  wiU  be  disposed,  all 
other  disputes  betwixt  Burnindy  and  Liege  being 
aottled,  to  fix  upon  the  Lady  Isabello  sucE  an  ap- 
panage as  may  BeoomO  her  quality." 

"  He  is  generous  and  ooatedsmte^"  said  the  Duke^ 
in  the  same  tone. 

"  Now,  by  a  poor  fool!«  eonscienee^"  said  Le  Olo- 
rieux  apart,  to  the  Count  of  Crdreooeiir,  *'  I  would 
rather  be  in  the  Worst  eow^s  hide  that  e?er  died  of 
the  murrain,  than  in  that  fellow's  painted  coat !  Ilie 
poor  man  goes  oil  like  drunkards,  who  only  look  to 
the  other  pot  and  not  to  the  score  which  buds  host 
ehalks  up  behind  the  lattice.'* 

*'Have  you  yet  doneT'  iakl  tho  Duke  to  the 
herald. 

**One  word  more,*'  answered  Rouge  Sanglier, 
**froQ  my  AoUe  and  venerahle  lord  aforesaid,  re- 
spectiifg  his  worthy  and  trusty  ally,  the  Most  Chris- 
tian King" 

**Har  eoceftaimed  Che  Duke,  starting^  and  in  a 
Aereer  tone  than  he  had  yet  used  i  but  checking  him- 
iielf,  he  instantly  fonpooed  himself  again  to  atten^ 
tion. 

"  Whieh  moat  Chnstian  King's  royal  peraon  it  is 
mmoured  that  yov^  Charles  of  Burgundy,  hare 
placed  under  restrsmt  contrary  lo  your  dbty  as  a 
vmsaal  of  tho  Crown  of  France,  ami  to  the  faith  oh* 
served  among  Christian  Sovereigns.  For  which 
feason,  my  said  noble  and  venerable  master,  by  my 
mouth,  charges  you  to  put  his  Royal  ana ,  Most 
Christian  allf  forthwith  at  freedom,  or  to  receive  the 
defiance  which  I  am  authorised  to  pronounce  to 
you." 

"  Have  yoo  yet  doneT'  said  the  Duke. 

•*I  havof"  ens^ered  the  herald,  "and  await  your 
Grace's  answer,  trusting  it  may  be  such  as  will  save 
the  effusion  of  Christian  blood. 

*'Now.  bv  Saint  George  of  Burgundy"---said  the 
Ouke  ;'-but  ere  he  could  proceed  further,  Louis  aroseu 
and  struck  in  with  a  tone  of  so  much  dignity  and 
•  L.l!iorty,  that  Ohariea  could  not  interrupt  him. 

*  Unu  «r  •our  /a  vour,  feir  cousin  of  Burgundy,"  said 
tie  Kin^  •  **  we  ourselves  crave  priority  of  voice  in 
replying  iO  this  insolent  fellow.— Sirrah  herald,  or 
whatever  thou  art,  carry  back  notice  to  the  peijured 
outlaw  and  marderer,  William  de  la  Marck,  that  the 
Kioti  of  France  wilt  be  presently  before  Liege,  for  the 
purpose  of  punishing  the  sacril^pous  murderer  of  his 
late  beloved  kinsman,  Louie  of  Bourbon ;  and  that 
ha  proposes  to  gibbet  De  la  Marck  alive,  for  the  in- 
•olence  Of  termmg  himself  his  ally,  and  putting  his 
royal  name  into  the  mouth  of  one  of  his  own  oaso 

*•  Addwhatever  else  on  my  part,"  said  Charles, 
**  which- it  may  not  misbecome  a  prince  to  send  to  a 
edmmon  thiet  and  murderer.— And  begone  1— Vet 
•tay.^Nevor  htraldwom  froaa  the  Court  of  Bur- 
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.  withoirt  havv»goanse  tocry,-LarsjeflseS-Lei 
01  be  scourged  till  the  bones  are  laid  bare  ^*' 
**Nay,  but  if  it  please  your  Grace,"  said  Crive- 
oCDp  and  D'Hymberoourt  together, ''  he  is  a  herald^ 
and  80  fw  privuegsd." 

"It  is  yoo,  Messom"  replied  the  Duke,  "  who  sra 
such  owls,  as  to  thmk  that  the  tabard  makes  the 
herald.  I*see  by  that  fellow's  bl  asoning  he  is  a  mere 
impostor.  Let  Toison  d'Or  step  forward,  and  que*^. 
tion  him  fai  your  presenoa" 

In  spite  of  his  natural  efTrontery^  the  envoy  of  tha 
Wild  Boar  of  Ardennes  noW  became  pale  \  ajid  that 
notwithstanding  some  touches  of  paint  with  which 
he,had  adorned  his  counteosnos.  Toison  d'Or,  the 
chief  herald,  as  we  have  ebewhere  said,  of  the  Duke^ 
ind  King-at-anns  within  his  dominions,  stepped  for- 
ward with  the  eolemnity  of  one  who  knew  what 
\<raadus  to  his  office  and  aaked  his  supposed  brother, 
in  what  College  he  had  studied  tho  soisnco  which  ho 
prtfesied< 

"  I  was  bred  a  pureuivant  at  the  HeroMie  College 
at  Ratiabon,"  adswerod  Bourn  Sanglier,  "  and  re- 
ceived the  diploma  of  EhmnhoU  from  Ikal  same 


"  Yoo  eoirid  not  derive  it  from  a  souros  more  wor- 
thy." answered  Poison  d'Or,  bowing  still  lower  than 
he  bad  done  before ;  "  and  if  I  presume  looonftr  with 
yoa  on  tho  raystsrias  of  oar  sublime  ecience^  m  obe- 
dience to  the  orders  of  the  most  gracious  Duke,  it  is 
not  in  hopes  of  Qving,  but  of  ^soeiving  knowleogo." 

"  Go  to,"  said  (he  Ihike,  impatiently.  "  Leave  off. 
Ij,  and  aik  him  some  question  that  may  tnr 


"  It  won  iqjustioe  to  ask  a  disciple  of  the  worth/ 
College  of  Arms  af  Ratisbon,  if  ho  comprshondeth 
tho  coifiBolk  Isiino  of  blaxonrv,"  said  Toisoa  d'Or; 
"  but  I  may^  without  onenoa  crave  of  Rouge  Sang- 
lier to  say,  if  he  is  instnictea  in  the  more  SBvaterioao 
and  sscret  terms  of  the  science,  by  which  the  raois 
learned  do  emblematically,  ond  as  it  were  pandioii- 
cally,  express  to  each  other  what  is  oonveyed  to 
othere  in  the  ordinary  lattguago,  tangbt  hi  tbo  very 
accidence  as  it  were  of  Heraldry  V 

I  understand  one  sort  of  blasonry  as  well  as  an- 
other." answered  Rouge  SangUer,  boldly i  "but  ii 
may  bo  we  have  not  me  same  terms  in  Gomany 
which  you  have  here  in  Flanders." 

"  AluL  that  you  will  say  sol"  replied  ToiflMidH>: 
"  our  Boole  aeienc&  which  is  indeed  the  very  banner 
of  noblenoas^  and  glory  of  gonerosity,  being  the  samo 
in  all  Christian  countries,  nay,  known  ana  acknow- 
ledged oven  by  tho  Saracens  and  Moors.  I  wodd, 
therefore,  pray  of  yoo  to  deecribe  what  coat  you 
will  after  thecMeotial  fashion,  that  is,  by  the  planets." 
,  "  Blazon  it  yourself  as  you  will"  said  Rouge  Sang- 
lier ;  **  I  will  do  no  such  apish  tncks  upon  command- 
ment, as  an  ape  is  mode  to  oome  aloft." 

"  Show  him  a  coat,  and  let  him  blaston  it  his  own 
way,"  said  the  Duke ;  "  and  if  he  &ila  I  promise  hmi 
that  his  back  shall  be  gules,  azure,  and  sable." 

"  Here^"  said  tho  herald  of  Burgundy,  taking  fnmi 
his  pouch  a  piece  of  parchment,  "  »  a  acnroll,  in  which 
certain  consid^tions  led  me  to  prick  down,  after  my 
own  poor  fashion,  an  ancient  coat.  I  will  pray 
brother,  if  indeed  he  belong  to  the  honourable  C 
lege  of  Arms  at  Ratisbon,  to  decipher  it  in  fittii.^ 
laiiguase." 

Le  Cflorieux,  who  seemed  to  take  great^ pleasure  ia 
this  discussion,  had  by  this  time  bustlsd  himself  does 
up  to  (he  two  heralds.  **  I  will  help  theoL  good  la^ 
low,"  said  be  to  Rouge  Sanglier,  as  he  looked  hope- 
lessly upon  the  scroll.  "  This,  my  lords  and  mastern^ 
represents  tho  cat  looking  out  at  tho  dairy-win- 
dow." 

This  sally  occasioned  a  laugh,  which  was  some, 
thing  to  the  advantage  of  Rougp  Sanglier,  as  it  leg 
Toison  d'Or,  indignant  at  the  misoonstruction  of  his 
drawinjL  to  explain  it  as  the  coat-of-arms  assumed 
by  ChiideberL  King  of  France,  after  he  had  iakea 
prisoner  Gandemar,  King  of  Borgundy  i  representing 
an  ounce,  or  tiger-cat,  the  emblem  of  the  raptiy# 
prince,  behind  a  gratins.  or,  as  Toison  d'Or  Ixbni- 
cally  defined  it.  "  Sable,  a  musion  passant  Or. 
oppreossd  with  a  trsliis  gmes,  cloul  of  the  ssooiia'' 
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"  Bv  my  bauble,"  said  Le  Gloneoz,  "  if  the  cat  re- 
aeinbfe  Kirsundy,  she  has  the  right  aide  of  the  grat- 
ing now-a-aaya." 

^  True,  good  fellow,"  aaid  Louia,  laughing^  whfle 
the  n-^\  ^i!  tli^  '  -^,  and  even  Oharlea  ounself, 

■eemfrl  ..  ,    r     ,    ,'  m  broad  a  Jest,— "I  owe 

I  bee  n  piucc  ol  K^l'i  i^^^  Uiming  aometning  that  look- 
ed like  and  earn^Btt  into  the  aierry  gamb  which  I 
trtisii  it  will  end  in." 

"  Silence,  Le  Glorit-ux,"  eiiid  the  I>nke ; "  and  you, 
Totaon  d^Or,  who  are  too  learned  to  be  intelligible. 
■Und  back,— and  biirjff  thai  rascal  forward,  aome  oi 
)>ouL--H!irk  yCf  Titlnin,  he  eniJ,  in  hia  haraheat  tone^ 
'*  do  foil  know  the  difference  bet  wen  argent  and  or, 
extrpi  in  the  ahapc  of  c-oineJ  money  T*   , 

"  For  mty*s  suktj^  your  GrDce,  be  good  unto  roe! 
— Nohle  King  LotijfL  speak  for  me!" 

*'  Speak  for  thyself/*  said  the  Duke— "In  a  word, 
Art  thou  borald  of  not  V 

'^  Only  for  ihm  occasion!'^  acknowledged  the  <ie> 
l«cted  oj^cloi. 

'*Now,  by  St.  George!"  ^aid  the  Duke,  eyeing 
Jjtmh  iifikatR'iT  "  wu  know  no  king^no  gentleman 
— saveoni,  wIjo  wouM  have  eo  proatituted  the  noble 
•dence  on  which  roiralty  and  gentry  rest !  aave  that 
King,  who  aent  to  Kdward  of  England  a  serving 
man  disguised  aa  a  kerakl."* 

"  Such  a  atratagem,"  aaid  Louiat  laughing  or  af- 
fecting to  laugh,  '*  could  only  be  juatifiea  at  a  Court 
where  no  heralda  were  at  the  time,  and  when  the 
etneraency  Mraa  ui^ient.  But,  though  it  might  have 
passed  on  tha  blunt  and  thick-witted  islander)  no  one 
v^nth  brains  a  whit  better  than  thoae  of  a  wild  boar 
would  have  thought  of  passing  such  a  trick  upon  the 
accomplished  Court  of  Burgundy." 
.  "  Send  him  who  will,"  said  the  Duke,  flercelv,  "  he 
shall  return  on  their  handa  in  poor  case—Here  !— 
drag  him  to  the  market-plaoe  I— «ash  him  with  bridle- 
reina  and  dog-whips  until  the  tabard  hang  about  him 
in  tatters !— ITpon  the  Rouge  Sanglier  P-ca,  oa  !— 
Haioo,  hakwF  ^     ^ 

Pour  or  fi«.e  large  hounds^  such  as  are  painted  in 
the  hunting-piecea  upon  which  Reubena  and  Schnei- 
dera  laboured  in  conjunetkm,  caught  the  well-known 
hotea  with  which  the  Duke  concluded,  and  began  to 
veil  and  bay  as  if  the  boar  were  just  roused  from  his 

**  By  the  rood  f '  said  King  Louia,  observant  to 
catch  the  vein  of  his  dangerona  cousin,  **  since  the 
ass  has  put  on  the  boar'a  hide,  I  woidd  set  the  doga 
en  him  to  bait  him  out  of  it  V* 

*' Right  I  right!"  exclaimed  Duke  Charies,  the 
fancy  exactly  chiming  in  with  hia  humour  at  the  mo- 
ment—** it  shall  be  done  I—uncoi^ple  the  hounds  1— 

*  DUgidsed  HeraU.—TtM  heralds  of  tho  middle  ages,  like  the 
J^eialts  or  the  Romani,  were  invested  with  a  character  whJch 
waa  held  almost  sacred.  T**  strike  a  herald  was  a  crime  whieh 
MliBrred  a  capital  punishmaut ;  and  to  eoonterfhit  Ui«  character 
of  sQch  an  august  oflicial  was  a  degree  of  treason  towards  those 
•len  who  were  accounted  the  depositaries  of  the  secrets  of  mo- 
aarcha  and  the  honour  of  nobles.  Yet  a  prince  so  unserttpulous 
■a  Louis  XI.  did  Dot  hesitate  to  practise  wch  an  imposition, 
when  he  wished  to  enter  into  oonMDuoieatioa  with  £dwmrd  IV. 
•f  England. 

Exercising  that  knowledge  of  mankind  for  whieh  he  was  so 
amineotjhe  selected,  as  an  agent  fit  for  his  pmposn.  a  simple 
valet  This  man,  whoae  addiuss  had  been  known  to  him,  he 
disguised «f  a  heiaid,  with  all  the  inaigniaof  his  odloe,  and  sent 
him  in  that  capacitjr  to  open  a  communication  with  the  Bnjritsh 
armr.  Two  itings  are  remarkable  in  this  transaction.  First, 
-tfiat  tlM  stratagem,  though  of  so  fhiudulent  a  nature,  does  not 
>aaemto  have  been  neoeaaarily  called  for,  since  all  that  King 
Louis  eould  gain  bjr  it  would  bf,  that  he  did  not  commit  him- 
aalf  bf  sending  a  more  responsible  messenger.  The  other  ci^ 
esuttstaoee  worthy  of  notice,  is,  that  CcHnines,  tiiough  he  men- 
liuoa  the  aflitir  at  great  length,  is  so  pleaaed  with  the  King^s 
ihiewdMas  in  soTecting,  and  dexterity  at  indoctrinating,  his 
peeudo- herald,  that  he  forgets  all  remark  on  the  impudence  and 
miud  of  the  imposition,  as  well  as  the  great  risk  of  disoovery. 
Frma  both  which  circumstances,  we  are  led  to  ihe.eonelusion, 
that  the  solemn  chaiacter  which  the  heralds  endeavoured  to 
avogata  to  themselves,  had  already  begun  to  lose  regard  amoof 
fliateamen  and  men  of  the  great  worid. 

Even  Feme.  Eealous  enough  for  the  difnitjr  of  the  herald, 
stems  to  impute  this  intrusion  on  their  rights  in  some  degree  to 
■resasity.  "  I  have  hoard  some,"  he  ears,  "  but  with  shame 
fpwagh,  allow  of  tho  action  of  Louis  ZI.  of  the  kingdom  of 
fraace,  who  had  so  unknightly  a  reirard  ttoth  of  hia  own  nonour, 
aad  also  of  armes.  that  he  seldom  had  about  his  court  any  of- 
tterat-armea.  And  Uierefore.  at  sunh  time  as  Edward  IV.,  King 
•ffCflstaod  hadeotored  France  with  a  hostile  po war,  aod  lay  ba- 
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him  fh>m  the  door  of  the  Caatle  to  the  east  gate." 

"I  truat  your  Orace  will  treat  me  aa  a  beastrf 
chase,"  aaid  the  felk)w,  putting  the  best  faee  he  eodU 
upon  the  matter,  **  and  allow  me  fair  law  T' 

**  Thou  art  but  vermin,"  aakl  the  Duke.  **  and  c» 
titled  to  no  law,  by  the  letter  of  the  book  of  hanaaij 
novertheleas  thou  shalt  have  sixty  yards  in  al- 
vanccL  were  it  but  for  the  aake  of  ttiY  unparafidU 
impudence.— Away,  awav)  siral—we  will  see  te 
sport."— And  the  council  oreaking  up  f  mqltnei^ 
all  hurried,  none  foster  than  the  two  Princes,  a 
enjoy  the  humane  paatime  wluch  Kiiifr  LiOais  lai 


Tiie  Rouge  Sanglier  shewed  exeellent  a|>ort ;  k 
winged  with  terror,  and  having  half  a  aeore  of  fist 
boar-hounds  hard  at  his  haunches,  enootuaged  b 
the  blowing  of  horns  and  the  woodland  cheer  of  i 
huntera,  he  flew  like  the  very  wind,  and  had  he« 
been  encumbered  with  hia  herald'a  eoat,  (the  wm 
poaaible  habit  for  a  runnsr,)  be  miglit  fttafy  hn 
eacaped  dog-free ;  he  alao  doubled  once  or  twice,  ai 
manner  much  approved  of  by  the  spectatota.  If  oa 
of  these,  nay,  not  even  Charfea  himself;  was  so  it 
lighted  with  the  sport  as  King  Loioa,  w1m\  psdiy 
from  political  conaioerationa^  and  partly  as  hexik  m- 
torally  pleased  with  the  a^^t  of  faoman  mmra^ 
when  ludicrotialy  exhibited,  laughed  till  the  tears  ns 
from  hia  eyes,  and  in  hia  ecstaaiea  of  ra^tuia;  easi^ 
hold  of  the  Duke's  ermine  doak.  aa  if  to  soppai 
himaelf;  whilst  theDukft  no  leaa  deG^fedL  iaagfeii 
arm  around  the  Kmg's  shoulder,  making  mssa  a- 
hibition  of  confidential  sympathy  and  familarity,  toy 
much  ai  variance  with  the  terma  oo  wfaick  tbey  hsl 
80  lately  atood  together. 

At  length  the  apeed  of  the  paeudo4ierald  eoddsafa 
him  no  longer  from  the  fangs  of  his  panaen;  ckor 
seized  him, pulled  him  down,  snd  wrooMpnbtibh 
soon  have  throttled  him,  had  not  the  Dnfca  edW 
out—'*  Stave  and  tail  1— stave  and  tail  !-Tike  than 
off  him !— He  hath  shown  so  good  a  oooiae,  thu, 
though  he  has  made  no  sport  at  bay,  we  wi&  BotkaM 
him  dispatched." 

Several  offlcare  accordingly  busied  theatsdvei  m 
taking  off*  the  doga ;  and  they  were  soon  seeo  oot^ng 
some  up,  and  pursuing  others  which  ran  throo^  the 
atreeta;  ahakiiig  m  sport  and  triumi^  ^e  tactend 
fragments  of  painted  cloth  and  embroidery  rent  from 
the  tabard,  which  the  unfortoiuite  wearer  nad  pot  oa 
m  an  unlucky  hour. 

At  thia  moment,  and  while  the  Duke  waa  too  much 
engaged  with  what  passed  before  him  to  miad  what 
was  said  behind  him,  Oliver  le  Daia,  alidiDg  bdnod 
King  Louia,  whispered  into  hia  ear,—"  It  Is  tie  Bolw^ 

tbre  the  town  of  Sitnt  Ooentin.  the  same  Fr<»Mjh  Kii«,  for  wmA 
of  a  herald  to  carry  his  mind  to  the  Boglish  King,  wm  een- 
strained  to  suborn  a  vaddiet,  or  common  aarviaf  man,  widi  a 
tnfmpet-tMnner,  having  a  hole  made  throofli  th«  miilrtiwt  lbs 
this  preposterous  herauld  to  put  his  head  througti,  aad  lo  ewft  a 
over  his  shouldora  instead  of  a  tmtter  courtannoor  oT  FVaiM^ 
And  thus  came  thb  hastily-arrayed  courier  as  a  eosmterfait  af- 
flcorat-armes,  with  tnstnictiooa  tntm  hi* sosaiaigWs mouth  la 
otlbr  peace  to  our  King.  *  Well,'  replies  Torqufttua,  cha  MlMr 
intcrioouior  in  the  dialogue, '  that  fault  waa  never  yat  tob«  acaa 
in  any  of  our  Engfish  Kiafs.  nor  ever  shall  ba,  1 1 
FBHf)K*8  JBtesen  d^Qentn,  i6m,  p.  ifl. 
In  thia  curious  book,  the  author,  besMaa  1 


favour  of  coat-armour,  too  nearly  appraandiiaf  hlasnTi— ij  a 
be  quoted,  reforms  us,  that  the  Apostlas  were  teaitlasiMa  sf 
blood,  and  man/  of  them  descended  fVon  that  worth*  csa- 
queror,  Judas  Maccabaos ;  but  throvgh  the  noaran  of  tiaa  sal 
persaculioo  of  waia,  poverty  ouireasei  Um  kindwd,  amd  av 
were  constrained  to  servile  works.  80  were  the  four  docacsa 
and  fhUiers  of  the  ehureh  (Ambrose.  Augustaoa.  Hiarona,  mi 
Gregorie)  gentiemen  both  orblood and  arma.  |i.  ti.  The  ■■nmi"S 
copy  of  this  rare  tract  (memorial  of  a  hopaflU  yoai^  niiiif  aaw 
no  nwra)  exhibits  a  carious  sally  of  tbanafioaal  aad  jiaaffseiiM 
al  hritability  of  a  Scottish  herald. 

This  peiaon  appears  to  have  been  named  "nMMaaa  Dryadaia, 
Islay  Herald,  who  jmrchased  the  volume  in  ICtS.  and  ssnins  ta 
have  peruaed  it  with  patienbe  and  proAt  till  he  eaaaa  to  Um  iW- 
lowing  passage  in  Feme,  which  eatara  into  tha  dwUacaon  h»> 
tween  sovereiga  and  feudatorr  crowns.  "  T1u»e  is  aba  a  Kaa. 
and  he  a  homager,  or  Ibsdatone  to  tlie  ealato  andmaisatio  of  ■»- 
other  King,  as  to  his  superior  lerd,  ai  that^of  fleetiaod  to  oar 


Endish  empire.**    "nusa 

of  Islay  Herald,  who.  forgettrag  Uie  boqiK  had  beae  i 

nearly  forty  years  before,  and  that  the  author  was  pi , 

dead,  writes  on  the  margin  hi  great  wrath,  and  ia  a  half  «al 
hand,  "Bfe  it  a  iraiisr  and  tear  to  Mr  ttraai,  cad  foAr  r~    ' 
rratar.  aiaaya  aootlma'»KiH*mn  mmftwtmmu  »E^ 


OM^F.XXXIV:] 
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wAuL  Hmynukiin  Kangrabtii— It  wen  not  well  he 
■hould  oome  to  epeech  of  the  Duke." 

"  He  must  die. '  answered  Louis,  in  the 
— •*  dead  men  »ell  no  talefc" 

One  instant  afterwaidsi  Tnsun  rHermit&  to  whom 
Oliver  had  given  the  hint,  stepped  forward  before  the 
King  and  the  Duke,  and  said,  in  his  blunt  manner, 
'*  So  please  your  Mmty  and /our  Grace,  this  piece 
of  genie  is  nune,  and  I  claim  him^e  is  marked  with 
my  starap— the  fleur*de-lis  is  branded  on  his  shoul- 
der, as  all  men  may  8ee.-^He  is  a  known  villain,  and 
bath  slain  the  Kinra  subjects,  robbed  churches,  de- 
ibwered  virgins,  slain  deer  in  the  royal  parks*'— 

**  Enough,  enough,"  said  Duke  Charles,  "  he  is  my 
iDval  coum  s  property  bv  many  a  good  title,  wk«t 
wul  your  Miuesty  do  with  him  7" 

"If  be  is  left  to  my  disposal,"  said,  the  Kinft  "I 
will  at  least  give  him  one  lesson  in  the  scienceof  he- 
raldry, in  which  he  is  so  ignorant— only  explain, to 
him  pnLCtically,  the  meaning  of  a  cross  poUnet,  with 
m  nooeo  dangUng  proper." 

"  Not  as  to  be  oy  him  borne,  but  as  to  bear  him. 
—Let  him  take  the  degreee  under  your  gossip  Tristan 
— 4ie  is  a  deep  professor  in  such  mysteries." 

Thus  answered  the  Duke,  with  a  burst  of  discord- 
ant laughter  at  his  own  wit,  which  was  so  cordially 
chonissed  by  Louis,  that  bis  rival  could  not  help 
looking  kin<fly  at  him,  while  he  said*- 

*'  Ah,  Louis,  Louis !  would  to  Qod  thou  wert  as 
faithful  a  monarch  as  thou  art  a  merry  oompanion  I 
I  cannot  but  think  often  on  the  jovial  time  we  used 
10  spend  together."  ; 

"You  may  bring  it  back  when  you  wtlK"  said 
Louis ;  **  I  will  grant  you  as  fair  terms  as  for  very 
shames  sake  you  ought  to  ask  in  mv  present  condi- 
tion, without  milking  yourself  the  fable  of  Christen- 
dom ;  and  I  will  sweat  to  observe  them  upon  the 
holy  relique  which  I  have  ever  the  gVaee  to  bear  about 
my  person,  being  a  fragment  of  the  true  cross." 
.  Here  he  took  a  small  golden  rdiquary,  which  was 
•usvended  from  his  neck  next  to  his  shirt  by  a  chain 
of  the  same  motal,  and  having  kissed  it  devoutly, 
continued— 

"  Never  was  false  oath  sworn  on  this  most  sacred 
reliquG,  but  it  was  avenged  within  the  year." 

"Yet,"  said  theDukei  "it  was  the  same  on  which 
you  swore  amity  to  me  when  you  left  Burgundy,  and 
shortly  after  sent  the  Bastard  of  Itubempr6  to  mur- 
der or  kidnap  me." 

"  Nay,  gracious  cousin,  now  you  are  ripping  up 
ancient  grievances,''  sakl  the  King;  "  I  promise  you, 
chat  you  were  deceived  in  that  matter.—Moreover,  it 
was  not  upon  thi9  relique  which  I  then  swore,  but 
upon  another  frannent  of  the  true  cross  which  I  got 
frotn  the  Grand  Seignior,  weakened  in  virtue,  doubt- 
less, by  sojourning  with  infidels.  Besides,  did  not 
the  war  or  the  Public  Good, break  out  within  the 
year;  aad  was  not  a  Burgundian  army  encamped  at 
Saint  Denis,  backed  by  all  the  great  feudatories  of 
France ;  and  was  I  not  obliged  to  yield  up  Normandy 
to  my  brother?— O  God,  raield  us  firom  perjury  on 
such  a  warrant  as  this  J" 

Well,  cousin,"  answered  the  Duke ;  "  I  do*  be- 
lie 70  thouhadst  a  lesson  to  keepfiiith  another  time.— 
And  now  for  onoe^  whh^t  finesse  and  doubling,  will 
you  make  good  your  promise,  and  go  with  me  to  pn- 
niah  this  murdenngLa  Marck  atid  the  Liegeoisl" 

**  I  will  march  against  them<"  said  Louis,  "  with 
the  Ban  and  Arriere-Ban  of  France,  and  the  Ori- 
flamme  displayed." 

"  Nay,  nay,"  said  the  Duke,  ^'  that  is  more  than  is 
needful,  or  mav  be  advisable.  The  presence  of  your 
Scottish  GKiaro,  and  two  hundred  choice  lances..will 
serve  to  show  that  you  are  a  free  agent.  A  Iftrge 
arm:     '  *  " 


"  Make  me  so  in  effect,  you  would  say.  my  fair 
womtT  said  the  King.  "  Well,  you  riiaU  dictate 
the  numbers  of  my  attendants." 

"  And  to  put  this  fair  cause  of  mischief  out  of  the 


to  pu(  

way,  you  will  agree  to  the  Coiintess  Isabelle  of  Croye 
weadm^  with  the  Duke  of  Orleans  T' 

"  Fair  cousin,"  sakl  the  King,  "  you  drive  my 
•ourtesy  to  extremity.  The  Duke  is  the  betrothed 
kntftgf9Qm  of  my  daugbter  Joao.    Be 


yieU  up  this  matter,  and  let  xa  speak  nther  of  the 
towns  on  the  Somme." 

"  My  council  will  ulk  to  your  Majesty  of  these," 
said  Charles ;  "I  myself  have  less  at  heart  the  ac- 
quiaitbn  of  territory,  than  the  redress  of  ii^uries. 
Yon  have  tempered  with  my  vassals,  and  your  roval 
pleasure  must  needs  dispose  of  the  hand  of  a  Ward  ot 
Burgundy.  Your  Mi^esty  must  bestow  it  within 
the  pale  of  vour  own  royal  family,  since  you  hays 
meddled  with  it-H>therwi8e,  our  conference  breaks 
off." 

"  Were  I  to  say  I  did  this  willingly,"  saki  the  Km^ 
"  no  one  would  believe  me ;  tjyerefore  do  you,,my  felt 


,  a-Jge  of  the  extent  ofmy  wish  to  oblige  you, 

when  I  say.  most  reluctantly,  that  the  parties  con- 
senting, and  a  dispensation  from  the  Pope  being  ob« 
tained,  mjrown  objections  shall  be  no  bar  to  this 
match  which  you  proposes" 

"All  beskles  can  be  easily  settled  by  our  Minis- 
ters," said  the  Duke, "  and  we  are  once  more  cousins 
and  friends." 

"May  Heaven  be  praised T'  said  Louis, '"whe^ 
holding  in  his  hand  the  hearts  of  princes,  doth  mer- 
cifully mcline  them  to  peace  and  clemency  and  nns- 
vent  theeffu8k>n  of  human  blood.— Oliver,^'  be  added 
apart  to  that  favourite,  who  ever  waited  around  him 
like  the  femiliar  beside  a  sorcerer,  "Haik  thee— tell 
Tristan  to  be  speedy  in  dealing  with  yonder  runagate 
Bohemian." 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

THS  axacuTioir. 

rn  lato  HiM  to  the  cood'gran  weod. 
And  mfka  thine  own  hudcbooM  Uietrae. 

"Now  God  he  praised,  that  gave  us  the  power  ef 
laughing,  and  making  others  Iaugh»  and  shame  to 
the  duH  cur  who  scorns  the  offtce  of  a  jester  I  Here 
is  a  joke,  and  that  none  of  the  brightest,  (thouah  it 
may  pass,  since  it  has  amneed  two  Princes,)  whidi 
hath  gone  farther  than  a  thousand  reasons  of  state 
to  prevent  a  war  between  France  and  Burgundy." 

Such  was  the  inference  of  Le  Glorieux,  when,  in 
consequence  9f  the  recondliatbn  of  which  we  nvs 
the  particulars  hi  the  last  Chapter,  the  Bureundian 
guaras  were  withdrawn  from  the  Castle  of  Peroime^ 
the  abode  of  the  King  removed  from  the  ominous 
Tower  of  Count  Herbert,  and,  to  the  great  joy  both 
of  French  and  Burgundtans,  an  outward  show  at 
least  of  confidence  and  friendship  seemed  so  esta- 
blished between  Duke  Charles  and  his  liege  lord. 
Yet  still  the  latter,  thoufl^  treated  with  oeremomal 
observanoe,  was  sufficiently  aware  chat  he  continued 
to  be  the  object  of  suspicion,  though  he  prudently 
affected  to  overlook  it,  and  appeared  to  consider  him 
self  as  entirely  at  his  ease. 

Meanwhile,  as  frequently  happens  in  such  casei^ 
whilst  the  principal  parties  concerned  had  so  fii^ 
made  up  their  differences,  one  of  the  subaltern  agents 
concerned  in  their  intrigues  was  bitterly  expenenciqg 
the  truth  of  the  potitksal  maxim,  that  if  the  great 
have  frequent  need  of  base  tools,  they  make  amends 
to  society  by  abandoning  them  to  their  fate,  so  soon 
as  they  find  them  no  longer  usefiil. 

This  was  Hayraddin  Maugrabtn,  who.  surrendered 
by  the  Duke's  officers  to  the  King's  rrovost-Mar 
shal,  was  by  him  placed  in  the  hands  of  his  two 
trusty  aides-de-camp,  Trois-Eschelles  and  Petit 
Andr^,  to  be  despatched  without  loss  of  time.  Ons 
on  either  side  of  him,  and  followed  by  a  ieiw  gi*anls 
and  a  multitude  of  rabble,— this  playing  the  AUegro, 
that  the  Penseroso,— he  was  marehed  off  (to  use  m 
modem  compaiison,  like  Garrtck  between  Tragedy 
and  Comedy)  to  the  neighbouring  forest ;  where,  to 
save  all  farther  trouble  and  ceremonial  of  a  gibbet, 
and  BO  forth,  the  dispoeera  of  his  fete  proposed  to 
knit  him  up  to  the.fint  sufficient  tree. 

They  were  not  long  in  finding  an  oak,  as  Pstit 
Andr6  iacetk>osly  expressed  it,  nt  to  bear  such  au 
acorn ;  and  placing  the  wretched  criminal  on  a  bank, 
under  a  sumdent  guard,  they  began  their  exeem' 
AoransoasprapataiionifiM'tbs&BalsatastrophA   it 


m 
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liiKt  mottMDt  Haynddm;  gaanns  on  the  emwd, 
eneonntered  the  eyes  of  Quentin  Durwaid,  who, 
thinking  he  recognised  the  oountenano^  of  hie  faith- 
kee  gune  in  that  of  the  detected  impostor,  had  fbl- 
lowed  with  the  crowd  to  witness  the  execution,  and 


angle  boon  at  their  handa. 
*VAny  thingi  my  eon,  ooi 
said  Trois-Eschelles. 


a  himself  of  the  identity. 

When  the  ezeeution^ta  informed  him  that  all  was 
ready,  Haytaddin^  with  mnch  caknnesa^  asked  a 

oonsifltent  with  our  office,' 

Tliat  is/'  said'Hayraddm,  **any  thing  bat  my 
life*" 

"  Even  so,"  aaid  Tfois-EechcUes,  '*and  something 
nore;  for  as  yoa  seem  resolved  to  d<^  credit  to  our 
■syatery,  and  die  hke  a  man,  without  making  wry 
IQOUths^why,^  though  our  orders  are  to  be  prompt, 
I  care  not  if  I  indulge  you  ten  minutes  longer." 

**  You.  are  even  too  generous."  said  Hayraddin. 


**  Truly  we  aaay  be  blamed  for  it,"  said  Petit- 
Andr6 ;  "but  what  of  that  1—1  oould  consent almoat 
to  give  my  life  for  such  a  jerry-come-tumbla,  such  a 
mart,  tight,  firm  lad,  who  proposes  to  come  firom 
aloft  with  a  fl^ace^  as  an  honest  feUow  ahouki  do." 

**  80  that  if  you  want  a  oonfrsaor,"  said  Trois- 


nian  ahodd  speak,  naht  atS niBained  aalanl,  Qm»> 

tin  at  length  addressed  him, "  And  to  this 
thou  hast  at  length  arrived  V* 

"Ay,"  answered  Hayraddin,  **it  re^jun 

astrologer,. nor  physiognomist,  nor  cfairoiiiaDiiBt,a 
foretel  that  I  should  follow  the  destiny  of  m 
fomily." 

"  Brought  to  this  eaily  end  by  thy  lomg 


.EaohcUea 

^^  a  lirf  of 


wine," 


hla 


pm^inn-   '■■■■ 

"Or  a  psalm  "  said  Tragedy '— 

'•  Or  a  song,"  said  Comedy 

''Neither,  my  good,  kind,  and  most  expeditious 
ftiecds,"  said  (no  Boboaian^*'!  only  pray,  to  apeak 
a  few  mmutea  with  yonder  Archer  of  the  Scottish 
<3taaid."  ...  .    _. 

The  executioners  hesitated  a  moment  1  bntTrots- 
EscheUes  rsooOeeting  that  Quentin  Durward  was 
baKsined,  from  vaiious  circumsunces,  to  stand  high 
in  the  favour  of  their  master,  King  Louis,  they  re- 
•olvad  to  nermit  the  interview. 

When  (iuentin,  at  their  sammons,  anproached  the 
condemned  criminal,  he  could  not  but  m  shocked  at 
hia  appearance,  however  justly  his  doom  might  have 
been  deaerved.  Ilie  remnants  of  his  herakue  finery, 
rent  to  tatters  by  the  fangs  of  the  don  and  the 
olntolieB  of  the  bipeds  wpo  had  rescued  him  fh>m 
Ifaeir  forj  to  lead  him  to  the  gallows,  gave  him  at 
onca  a  ludicrous  and  a  wretched  appearance.  His 
feoe  was  diaoolpored  with  paint,  and  with  aome  rem- 
nants of  a  fietitioua  beard,  aaaumed  for  the  purpoae 
af  disRuise,  and  then  was  the  paleneaa  of  death  upon 
kia  cheek  and  upon  hia  Up  i  ye^  atrong  ui  paaahre 
oonrage,  lika  moat  of  his  tribe,  hisveye,  while  it  glis- 
laned  aiid  wandered,  aa  well  aa  tha  contorted  amile 
of  hia  mouth,  aeemed  to  bid  defiance  to  the  death  he 
waa  about  to  die.  «  > 

%luentin  waa  struck  partly  with  horror,  partly  with 
oompasabn.  as  he  approached  the  miaerable  man, 
and  these  Mings  probably  bamiyed  theoaaelvea  in 
bia  manner,  for  Pelit-Andr^  called  out,  '*  Trip  it  more 
•niartly,  jolly  Archer— This  jnntleman's  kisura  can- 
IMK  wait  for  you,  if  yon  walk  aa  if  thepebbloa  wen 
9gtaL  and  yon  ainid  ofbioaking  them.''^ 

^T  mast  speak  with  him  in  privacy/*  aaid  the  cri- 
mnial,  despair  seenung  to  croak  in  hia  accent  aa  he 
uttered  the  woida. 

"lliat  may  hardly  ooaaiat  with  our  offioai  my 
many  Leap-Uie-laddar,"  aaid  Petit-Andres  ''we 
know  you  lor  a  slippery  eel  of  old." 

"  I  am  tied  with  your  horae-girtha,  hand  and  foot," 
■aid  the  criminal—^'  You  may  keep  guard  around  me, 
though  out  of  ear^ot->the  Archer  is  your  own 

Kinr  s  servant— And  if  I  jgive  you  ten  gildera" 

"Laid  out  m  masses,  the  sun  may  profit  his  poor 
MNiL"  aaid  Troia-Eaohellaa. 

"Laid  out  in  wine  or  brantwein,  it  will  comfort 
my  poor  body,"  responded  Petit-Andr^.  "So  let 
Iham  be  forthcoming,  my  little  crack-rope." 

" Pay  the  bbod-hoonds  thair  fee,"  sudHayraddin 
to  Durward  1  "  I  waa  phmdered  of  every  aliver  when 
Ihn  took  fMO-it  ahall  avail  thee  much." 
.  CuMntA  jpaid  the  executioners  their  guerdon,  and, 
like  men  of  promise^  they  retreated  out  of  hearinf^— 
keeping,  however,  a  cariafiil  eye  on  the  criminal'a 
votMAa    AOar  vaitingaa  inamt  till  tka wafanpiv 


of  crime  and  treachery!"  aaid  the  Soot. 

"  No,  by  the  brii^t  Aldeboran  and  att  has  brste 
twinklers!"  answeiM  the  B<Aemiatt.  "I  nm  biw|ii 
hither  by  my  folly,  m  believing  that  the  blooddaaf 
cruelty  of  a  Frank  oould  be  restrained  even  by  ate 
they  themselves  profess  to  hold  most 

priest's  vestment  would  have  been  no  m 

me  than  a  herald's  tabard,  however  nanci 
are  your  professions  of  devotion  and  chiTalry." 

"A  detected  impostor  has  no  right  to  dsinii 
immunities  of  the  disguise  he  had  imuroed.*  m 
Durward. 

"  Detected  I"'  said  the  Bohemian.  **  My  jna 
was  as  good  as  yonder  old  fool  of  a  hcFaia'a  rna 
let  it  pass.    Am  well  now  aa  hereafter." 

"You  abuse  time."  said  Ooeatm.  '* If  yon  ban 
aught  to  teil  me,  say  it  quickly,  and  then  take  aan 
caraofyonraoul." 

"  Of  my  aoul  1"  said  the  Bohemian,  with  a  hideea 
laugh.    "  Think  ye  a  leprosy  of  twenty  yean  caa  k 
ourad  in  an  instant?— If  I  have  a  soul,  it  hath  bea 
in  mxk  a  ooorae  ainoe  I  waa  ten  yearaold  and  Bsia 
that  it  would  take  me  one  month  to  leeall  ail  ar  1 
crimes,  and  another  to  tell  them  to  the  priest  r-aai   1 
were  siicfa  space  granted  me,  it  is  fi:ve  to  ens  I  waoU    ' 
employ  it  otherwise." 

"Hardened  wretch,  blanheme  notl    IVIZ  at 
\  and  I  lea 


what  thou  hast  to  say^ 


[  leave  thee  10  cby  iMb" 


id  Durvrazd,  with  mmgled  pity  and  h^mr.' 

"I  have  a  boon  to  a2t,^8aa  Hayridifei,--hsr 
first  I  will  buy  it  of  you;  for  your  tribes  with  aB  tkar 
profeaabns  of  charity,  give  nought  for  nai^" 

"I  could  well  nigh  ray  thygffte  periSiSi  te,' 
anaweied <luentm,  "but  that  thon  art  on  ihev«9 
verge<of  eternity.— Ask  thy  boon— reaerte  ikjbaHly 
—it  can  do  me  116  good— 1  remember  eaoapief  foar 
good  offioea  of  old/^ 

"Why,  I  k>ved  yon,**  aaid  Haynddin  "for  the 
matter  that  chanced  on  the  banka  of  the  Cher;  aad 
I  woukl  have  helped  you  to  a  wealthy  deaMi  Yea 
wore  her  acari;  which  partly  misled  me ;  and  naleei 
I  thought  diat  Hamehne  with  her  portaUe  wealdi, 
waa  more  for  your  market-penny  than  the  ether  hen 
roarrow.  with  her  oU  roost  at  Braoquemont,  wfaiA 
Charlea  has  clutched,  and  ia  likely  to  keep  hia  daws 
upon." 

"  Talk  not  ao  idly,  unhappy  man,"  said 
"yonder  officera  become  impatienL" 

"  GHve  them  ten  mlders  for  ten  miiroteB  moaeb"  1 
the  culprit,— wha  like  most  in  his  staatioii.  an 
with  his  hardihood  a  desire  of  procraatinnting  hia  I 
-"  I  teU  thee  it  shaU  avail  thee  much." 

"  Uae  then  well  the  minutes  ao  purchneed."  and 
Durward,  and  easily  made  a  new  oargajn  wsk  Ibt 
Hartal's  man. 

This  done,  Haynddin  contiinied.^"  Yea,  I  aamm 
you  I  meant  you  well}  and  Hameline  wodM  bevr 
proved  an  eaay  and  convenient  apooae.  Why,  As 
has  reconciled  herself  even  with  the  Boar  of  Ardeiaia^ 
though  hia  mode  of  wooing  waa  somewhat  of  tha 
rou^MBt,  and  lorda  it  yonder  in  his  aty,  na  if  she  had 
fed  on  mast-husks  and  acorns  all  her  life." 

'*  Cease  this  brutal  and  untimely  jeeting;''  aaii 
Qnentm.  "  or,  once  more  I  tell  you,  I  wiU  Isevw  yaa 
to  your  Mte." 

"  You  are  rifliht,"  said  Hayraddm.  after  a  nenaaat^ 
pauae :  "  what  caimot  be  postponed  must  be  ibeed ! 
—Well,  know  then,  I  came  hither  in  thia  acseuiaed 
^'miesi,  moved  by  a  great  reward  frcHuDe  la  Ifanh. 
hopmg  a  yet  mif^tier  one  from  King  Loeia,  not 
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have  heard  ot,  but  to 
cret" 


[the King  an 


"  It  waa  a  fearfol  risk,"  aaid  Durward. 
I    "ltwaapaidforaasiich,and8ochithatbprovadt" 
1  aaawsred  the  Bohamian    "0alaM«ck( 
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beftNm  to  conmonicato  widi  Lofoitby  mMoa  of  Mar- 
thon  $  but  she  coald  not,  it  aeema,  aporoach  neaTer 
to  him  than  the  astrologer,  to  whom  she  told  all  the 
rassaices  of  the  journey,  and  of  Sohonwaldt ;  but  it  is 
•  ohattoe  if  her  tidings  ever  reach  Louis,  except  in  the 
■hape  of  A  prophecy.  But  hear  my  secret,  which  is 
more  important  than  an^t  she  oould  telL  William 
de  la  March  has  assembled  a  numerous  and  strong 
force  withb  the  dty  of  Liege,  and  augments  it  daily 
by  meaoj  of  theold  priest's  treasures.  But  he  propo- 
ses not  to  hasard  a  battle  with  the  chivalry  of  Bur- 
gundy, and  still  less  to  stand  a  siege  in  the  dismantled 
U>wn.  This  he  will  do-4iewiUsuHer  the  hot-brained 
Charles  to  sit  down  beforo  the  place  without  oppoa- 
tion;  and  in  the  nijght.  make  an  outfall  or  sally  upon 
the  leaguer  with  his  whole  force.  Many  he  wul  have 
in  Flench  armour,  who  wiQ  cry  France,  Saint  Louis, 
and  Deoia  Montjoye,  as  if  there  were  a  strong  body 
of  French  auxilianas  in  the  city.  This  cannot  choose 
but  strike  utter  confusion  among  the  Bunundiansi 
and  if  King  Louis,  with  his  guAra&  attendanti,  ana 
such  soldiers  as  he  may  have  with  him,  shall  second 
bis  efforts,  the  Boar  of  Ardennes  nothmg  doubts  the 
discomfiture  of  the  whole  Burguidian  army.— There 
18  my  secret,  and  I. bequeath  it  to  you.  Forwaid  or 
prevent  th^nterpnae— sell  the  intelligence  to  King 
Louis,  or  to  Duke  Charles,  I  care  not-— as  ve  or  destroy 
whom  thou  wilt;  for  my  part,  I  only  grieve  that  I 
cannot  spring  it  like  a  mue,  to  the  destruction  of 
ihem  all  I" 

"  It  is  indeed  an  unportant  secret."  said  Quentin, 
instantly  comprehending:  howeMily  the  national  jea- 
lousy might  be  awakened  in  .a  camp  consisting  partly 
of  French,  partly  of  Burgundians. 

**  Ay,  so.  It  is,'*  answered  Hayraddin  t  *'  and,  now 
you  have  it,  you  would  fain  be  gone,  and  leave  me 
without  arantrng  the  boon  lor  wmch  I  have  paid  be- 
forehand?' 

"  Tell  me  thy  request"  said  dnentin— "  I  will  grant 
It  if  it  be  in  my  power." 

"  Nay.  it  is  no  mighty  demand— it  is  only  in  behalf 
of  poor  iClepper,  my  pal&ey,  the  only  living  thing  that 
may  miss  me.— A  due  mile  south,  you  will  find  him 
feeding  bv  a  deserted  collier's  hut;  whistle  to  him 
thus,''— (he  whistled  a  peculiar  note,)  *'  arid  eall.him 
by  his  name.  Elepper.  he  will  come  to  you ;  here  is 
his  bridle  under  my  gaberdine— it  is  lucky  the  hounds 
got  it  not,  for  he  obeys  no  other.  Take  him,  and 
make  much  of  him— I  do  not  say  for  his  master's 
aake,— but  because  I  have  placed  at  your  disposal  the 
-  event  of  a  mighty  war.  He  will  never  fail  you  at 
need— night  and  day,  roug|i  and  smooth,  fair  and  foul, 
warm  stables  and  the  wmter  sky,  are  the  same  to 
Klepper ;  had  I  cleared  the  gates  of  Peronne.  and  got 
.  80  far  as  where  I  left  him,  J  had  not  been  in  this  case. 
—Will  you  bo  kind  to  Klepperl" 

"  I  swear  to  you  that  I  willj"  answered  duentin,  af- 
fected by  what  seemed  a  trait  of  tenderness  in  a  cha- 
racter so  hardened. 

"Then  fare  thee  well!"  said  the  criminal— "A'ct 
stay— Slay— I  would  not  willingly  die  m  discourtesy, 
forgetting  a  lady's  commission.— This  billet  is  from 
the  very  graciouii  and  extremely  silly  Lady  of  the 
Wild  Boar  of  Ardennes,  to  her  black-eyed  nioce— I  see 
by  your  look  I  have  chosen  a  wilhng  messenger. 
—And  one  word  more— I  forgot  to  say,  that  in  the 
stuffing  of  my  saddle  you  will  find  a  rich  purse  of  gokl 
pieces,  Tor  the  sake  of  which  I  put  my  life  on  the  ven- 
ture which  has  cost  me  so  dear.  Take  tbem,  and 
replace  a  hundred-fold  the  gilders  you  have  bestowed 
on  these  bloody  slaves— I  make  you  mine  heir." 

"I  will  bestow  them  in  good  works,  and 
(br  the  benefit  of  thy  soul,"  said  Quentin. 

"  Name  not  that  word  again,"  said  Hayraddin.  his 
eountenance  assuming  a  dreadful  expression ;  "  there 
•s— there  can  be— there  shall  be— no  such  thing !— it 
IS  a  dream  of  priestcraft  P' 

"Unhappy— mo9t  unhappy  being!  Think  better!- 

let  me  speed  for  a  priest— these'  men  will  delay  yet  a 

k    little- longer— I  will  bribe  them  to  it,"  said  Cluentin 

—"What  canst  thou  expect,  dying  in  such  opmions, 

and  impenitent?" 

"To  be  resolved  into  the  elements,"  said  the  har- 
dened atheist  Dressing  his  fettered  arms  against  his 
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bosom }  **my  bope,  trust,  and  expeetadfln.18,  that  tha 
mysterious  frame  of  humanity  shall  melt  into  the 
genera]  mass  of  nature,  to  be  recompounded  in  tha 
other  forms  with  which  she  daily  suppnes  those  which 
daily  disappear,  and  return  under  (fiflferent  forms.— 
the  watery  panicles  to  streams  and  showers,  ^e 
earthly  parts  to  enrich  their  mother  earth,  the  any 
portions  to  wanton  in  the  breeze,  and  those  of  fire  to 
flupplv  the  blaa^  of  Aldeboran  and  his  brethren— In 
this  faith  have  I  lived,  and  I  will  die  in  it!— Hence! 
bogoae!— disturb  me  no  fiairther!— I  have  spoken  tha 
last  word  that  mortal  ears  shall  listen  to!''^ 

Deeply  impressed  with  the  horrors  of  his  condition, 
Quentm  Durward  yet  saw  that  it  was  vain  to  hope 
to  awaken  him  to  a  sense  of  his  fearful  sute.  He  bid 
him,  therefore,  farewell}  to  whkh  the  criminal  only 
replied  by  a  short  and  sullen  nod,  ss  one  who,  plun- 
ged m  rsvvne,  bids  adi^  to  company  which  distracts . 
bis  thoughts.  He  bent  his  course  towards  the  forest, 
and  easily  Ibund  where  Klepper  was  fbeding.  Tbs 
creature  came  at  his  call,  but  was  for  some  time  uq- 
willing  to  be  caught,  snuffing  and  starting  when  tha 
stranger  approached  him.  At  length,  however, 
Qnentin's  mneral  acquaintance  with  the  habits  of  tha 
ammai,  and  perhi^)S  some  particular  knowledge  of 
those  of  Klepper,  which  he  had  often  admired  while 
Hayraddin  and  he  travelled  together,  enabled  hnn  to 
take  possession  of  the  Bohemian's  dying  bequest 
Long  ere  he  returned  to  Peronne,  the  Bohemian  had 
gone  where  the  vanity  of  his  dreadful  creed  was  to  be 
put  to  the  final  issue— a  jharful  experience  for  one  who 
had  neither  expressed  remorse  for  the  past,  nor  appro- 
benaon  fi>r  tha  ihtme  I 


CHAPTER  XXXV. 

▲  TMOM  FOt  HOVOim. 

Tb  toairs  fcr  Beraty  wkM  Iks  belt  Mad«  wfM  her. 

Wunf  Quendn  Durward  reached  Peronne.  a  conn- 
cU  was  Bitting,  m  the  issue  of  which  he  was  mterest^ 
ed  more  deeply  than  He  could  have  apprehended,  and 
which,  though  held  by  persons  of  s  rank  with  whom 
one  of  hia  coukl  scarce  be  supposed  to  have  commu- 
nity of  mterest,  had  nevertheless  the  most  extraordi 
iwry  mfiuence  on  his  fbrtunes. 

King  Louis,  who^  after  the  interlude  of  De  la  March's 
envoy^had  omitted  no  opportunity  to  cultivate  the 
retunung  mterest  wbksh  that  dreumstance  had  given 
him  ui  the  Duke's  opinion,  had  bean  engaged  in  oon- 
sultmg  bun,  or,  it  might  be  almost  saul,  receiving  his 
opinion,  upon  the  number  and  quality  of  the  tVoopa, 
by  whom,  as  auxiliary  to  the  Duke  of  Burgundy.  Be 
was  to  be  attended  m  their  joint  expedition  agamat 
LicffiB.  He  plainly  saw  the  wish  of  Claries  was  to 
callmto  his  camp  such  Frenchmen  as,  from  their 
small  number  and  high  quality,  might  be  considered 
rather  as  hostages  than  as  auxiliaries ;  but,  observant 
of  Cr^ecoBur's  advice^  he  assented  as  readily  to  ^at- 
ever.the  Duke  proposed,  ss  if  it  had  aiisenfrom  the 
fiee  impulse  of  his  own  mmd. 

The  King  failed  not,  however,  to  indemnifV  himself 
for  his  complaisance,  by  the  indulgence  or  his  vin- 
dictive temper  against  Balu^  whose  counsels  had  led 
him  to  repose  such  exuberimt  trust  m  the  Duke  6t 
Burgundy.  Tristan,  who  bore  the  summons  for  mo- 
ving up  his  auxiliary  forces^  had  the  farther  commis- 
sion to  carry  the  Cardinal  to  the  Castle  of  Loches, 
and  there  shut  him  ujp  in  one  of  those  iron  cages^ 
which  he  himself  is  said  to  have  invented. 

"Let  him  make  proof  of  his  own  devices,"  said  tha 
King ;  "  he  is  a  man  of  hoi  v  church— we  may  not  ahed 
his  blood ;  but,  Ptuqiu»-wu  I  his  bishopric,  fbr  ten 
years  to  come^  shall  have  an  impregnable  frontier  to 
make  up  for  its  small  extent!— And  see  tha  troops 
are  brought  up  instantly." 

Perhaps,  by  this  prompt  acquiescence,  Louis  ho|)ed 
to  evade  the  more  unpleasing  condition  with  which 
the  Duke  \\  td  clogged  their  reconciliation.  But  if  ha 
so  hoped,  he  greatly  mistook  the  temper  of  his  cousin ; 
for  never  man  lived  more  tenacious  of  his  purpo^ 
liian  Charles  of  Burgundy,  and  least  of  all  was  ha 
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enou^  to  oompel  the  Dpkei'safteiitioii^  waucIi,  fiat 
•ome  conBciottBneaB,  be  would  otherwise  have  «1> 
lingly  denied  to  her.—"  My  «iibiiuflBbii/'  she  moL 
*'  only  respected  thoae  lands  end  eatates  whidifar 
Grace's  ancestors  gave  to  mine,  and  which  I  reon 
to  the  House  of  Barji^iidy,  if  my  Sovereif^  tlmb 
my  disobedience  in  this  matter  reiideiB  me  onwottkf 
to  hold  them.'' 

"  Ha  I  Saint  Georae  T  said  the  Duke,  stanm 
furiously  on  the  ground,  "  does  the  fool  know  in  whst 
presence  she  is— And  to  whom  she  speaks  T* 

"  My  lor^"  she  replied,  still  undismayed,  "  I  an 
before  my  Suzerain,  and,  I  trust,  a  just  one.  If  fcm 
deprive  me  of  my  lands,  you  take  away  all  that  yov 
ancestors'  generosity  gavfi,  and  you  break  the  oaly 
bonds  whidi  attach  us  together.  Yon  gave  not  dni 
poor  and  persecuted  form,  still  less  the  ainrit  wtiA 
animates  it— And  these  it  is  my  purpoae  to  dedicaie 
to  Heaven  in  the  convent  of  the  urBuliBeay  onderthi 
guidance  of  this  Holy,  Mother  Abbess." 

Tlie  ra^  and  astonishment  of  the  Duke  can  hanSf 
DO  conceived,  unless  we  could  estimate  the  saipiiM 

rufflfc  in 


wiiiing  to  relax  any  stipulation  which  he  had  made 
in  resentment,  or  revenge,  of  a  supposed  injury. 

No  sooner  were  the  necessary  expresses  despatched 
to  summon  up  the  forces  who  were  selected  to  act 
as  auxiliaries,  than  Louis  was  called  upon  by  his  host 
to  give  public  consent  to  the  espousals  of  the  Duke 
of  Urieans  and  Isabelle  of  Cipye.  The  King  cumplied 
with  a  heavy  sigh,  and  presently  after  ur^^  a  slight 
expostulation,  founded  upon  the  necessity  of  obsenong 
the  wishes  of  the  Duke  himself. 

**  These  have  not  been  neglected,"  said  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy;  "Cr^vecceur  ha^h  communicated  with 
Monsieur  d'Orleans,  and  finds  him  (strange  to  say) 
so  dead  to  the  honour  of  wedding  a  royal  bride,  that 
he  acceded  to  the  proposal  of  marrying  the  Countess 
*  of  Croye,  as  the  kindest  proposal  which  father  could 
have  made  to  him." 

**He  is  the  more  ungracious*  and  thankless,"  said 
Louis  j  "  but  the  whole  shall  be  as  you,  my  cousin, 
will;  u  vou  can  bring  it  about  with  consent  of  the 
puties  themselves." 

"  Fear  not  that,"  said  the  Duke;  and  accordmgly, 
not  many  min^nes  after  the  affair  had  been  proposeo, 
the  Duke  of  Orleans  and  the  Countess  of  Croye,  the 
latter  attended,  as  on  the  prBoedins  occasion,  by  the 
Countess  of  Crdvecceur,  and  the  Aobess  of  the  Ursu- 

fines,  were  summoned  to  the  presence  of  the  Princes, 

and  heard  from  the  mouth  of  Charles  of  Burgundy, 

unobjected  to  by  that  of  tjouis,  who  sat  in  silent  and 

moodyr  oonsciousneas  of  diminisl\ed  consequence,  that 

the  union  of  their  hands  was  designed  by  the  wisdom 

of  both  Princes,  to  confirm  the  per(>etual  alliance 

which  in  future  should  take  place  betwixt  France  and 

Burgundy. 
The  Duke  of  Orleans  had  much  difficulty  in  sup- 

pressing  the  joy  which  lie  felt  upon  the  proposal,  and 

whioh  delicacy  rendered  improper  in  the  presence  of 

Louis ;  and  it  required  his  habitual  awe  of  that  mon- 
arch, to  enable  him  to  rein  in  his  delight,  so  much  as 

merely  to  replv,  "that  his  dutv compelled  him  to  place 

his  choice  at  the  disposal  of  nis  Sovereign." 
"  Fair  couai^  of  Orleans,"  said  Louis,  with  sullen 

gravity,  "since  I  must  speak  on  so  unpleasant  an  oc- 
casion, it  is  needless  for  me  to  remind  you,  that  my 

flsnae  of  your  merits  had  led  me  to  propose  for  you  a 

match  into  my  own  family.    But,  smoe  my  cousin  of 

Burgundy  thinks,  thai  the  disposing  of  your  hand 

otherwise  is  the  surest  pledge  of  amity  between  his 

dominions  and  mine,  I  love  ooth  too  well  not  to  sa- 

orifice  to  them  my  own  hopes  and  wishes." 
The  Duke  of  Orleons  threw  himself  on  his  knees, 

and  kissed,— and,  for  once,  with  sincerity  of  attach- 
ment,—the  hand  which  the  King^  with  averted  coun- 
tenance, extended  to  him.    In  /act,  he,  as  well  as 

most  present^  saw,  in  the  unwilling  acquiescence  of 

ahis  accomplished  dissembler,  who,  even  with  that 

Ysry  purpose,  had  suffered  bis  reluctance  to  be  visible, 

a  King  relinquiahing  his  favourite  proiect,  and  subju- 
gating his  paternal  feelings  to  the  necessities  of  state, 

and  mterest  of  his  country.     Even  Burgundy  was 

moved,  and  Orleans'  heart  smote  him  lor  the  joy 

which  he  involuntarily  felt  on  being  freed  from  nis 

engagement  with  the  Princess  Joan.  If  he  had  known 

how  deeply  the  King  was  cursing  him  in  his  soul  and 

what  tnougnts  of  future  revenge  he  was  agitaung,  it 

M  probable  his  own  delicacy  on  the  occasion  would 

not  have  been  so  much  hurt 
Charles  next  turned  to  the  young  Countess,  and 

bhmtly  announced  the  proposed  match  to  her,  as  a 

matter  which  neither  a/fmitted  delay  nor  hesitation ; 

adding,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  was  but  a  too  fa- 
vourable consequence  of  her  intractability  on  a  former 

oecaaon. 
"  My  Lord  Duke  and  Sovereign,"  said  Isabelle, 

summoning  up  all  her  courage,  "  I  observe  your 

Chvoe's  commands,  and  submit  to  them." 
"Fnough,  enough,"  said  the  Duke,  interrupting 

her,  "  we  will  arrange  the  rest.— Your  Majesty,"  he 

continued,  addressing  King  Louis,  **  hath  had  a  hoar's    ..._  ^, 

hunt  in  the  morning,  what  say  you  to  rousing  a  wolf  renrlered  them  tier  rivals  in  effrontery !' 


of  a  faloon,  against  whom  a  dove  should  ruUm  m 
pinions  in  de&nce.— "  Will  the  Holy  Mother  reccm 
you  without  an  appanage')"  he  saiid,  in  a  voice  of 
scorn. 

"  If  she  doth  her  convent,  in  the  first  m0'^nc&  se 
much  wrong,"  said  the  Lady  Isabelle,  ^*  I  imst  incn 
is  tharity  enough  among  the  noble  friends  of  ay 
house,  to  make  up  some  support  for  the  orphan  « 
Crbve.** 

"It  is  false!"  said  the  Duke;  "  it  is  a  ba«epRtat 
to  cover  some  secret  and  unworthjr  paason.— Ify 
Lord  of  Orleans,  she  shall  t>e  yours,  if  I  drag  bar  m 
the  altar  with  my  own  hanos  I" 

The  Countess  of  Cr^vecceur.  a  higfaHspirited  wemao, 
and  confident  in  her  husband's  merits  and  hmAfov 
with  the  Duke,  could  keep  silent  no  lonier.— "  Jiy  . 
lord,"  she  said,  "  your  passions  transport  yoa  iaio 
langusge  utterly  unworthy— The  hand  of  no  geatk^ 
woman  can  be  disposed  of  by  force." 

"  And  it  is  no  partdf  the  duty  of  a  Christian  Piiaee,* 
added  the  Abbess,  "to  thwart  the  wishes  of  a  peoai 
soul,  who,  broken  with  the  cares  and  perseca&oBs 
of  the  world,  is  desirous  to  become  the  bride  of 
Heaven." 

"  N«ther  can  my  cousin  of  Orleans,"  said  Donois, 

with  honour  accept  a  proposal,  to  which  the  ladr 
has  thus  publicly  stated  her  objections." 

'*  If  I  were  permitted,"  said  Orleans,  on  whose  &* 
cile  mind  Isabelle's  beauty  had  made  a  deep  impres- 
sion^ "  some  time  to  endeavour  to  place  my  pre- 
tensions before  the  Coimtete  in  a  more  favonrabls 
light" 

^'  My  lord,"  said  Isabelle,  whose  firmness  vrssnow 
fully  supported  by  the  encouragement  which  she  re- 
ceived from  ail  around,  "it  were  to  no  purpose — my 
mind  ia  made  up  to  decline  this  alliance,  tboosh  far 
above  my  deserts." 

**  Nor  have  I  time."  said  the  Duke,  "  to  vrait  till 
these  whimsies  are  changed  with  the  next  chann  of 
the  moon.— Monseigneur  d'Orleans,  she  shall  leam 
within  this  hour,  that  obedience  becomes  matter  of 
neceMit% 

"  Not  in  my  bchalC  Sire,"  answered  the  Pnncc^ 
who  felt  thst  he  could  not.  with  any  show  of  honov, 
avail  himself  of  tlie  Dukers  obstinst^  disposition  r* 
"  to  have  been  once  openly  and  positively  refused,  is 
enough  for  a  Son  of  France.  He  cannot  prosecsie 
his  addresses  farther." 

The  Duke  darted  one  furious  glance  at  Orleans, 
another  at  Louis;  and  reading  in  the  countenance ol 
the  latter,  in  spite  of  his  utmost  efforts  to  suppress  his 
feelings,  a  look  of  secret  triumph,  he  became  ouiim- 
geous. 

"  Write,"  he  said  to  the  Secretary,  "  ow  doom  of 
forfeiture  and  imprisonn>ent  against  this  disobedient 
and  insolent  minion  I  She  shoil  to  the  Zuchthaua,  to 
the  penuentiary,  to  herd  with  those  whose  Uvea  havs 


m  the  afternoon  1" 

The  vouns  Countess  saw  the  necessity  of  decision. 
~t"  Your  Grrace  mistakes  my  meaning,"  she  said, 
v»saking|  though  timidly,  yet  loudly  and  decidedly 


There  was  a  general  murmur. 

"  My  Lord  Duke,"  said  the  Count  of  Crrvecceiir, 
taking  the  word  for  the  rest,  "  this  must  be  betH^ 
thought  on.    We,  your  faithful  vassals,  cannot  i 
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Mch  « (fif bonaar  to  th«  noMllty  and  ehivalnr  of  Bur* 
gundy.  If  Uio  Coantess  bath  done  ami^^  let  her  be 
puninied-^at  in  the  maaner  that  beoomea  her  rank, 
and  oura,  who  atand  connected  with  her  houae  by 
blood  and  alliance." 

The  Ooke  panaed  a  moment,  and  looked  full  at  bia 
ooanseUor  with  the  atare  of  a  bull,  which,  when  com- 
pelled by  the  neat-herd  from  the  road  which  he  wiahea 
to  so,  deliberatea  with  himaelf  whether  to  obey,  or  to 
tm  on  hia  driver,  and  toaa  him  into  the  air. 

Prudence,  howeTer,  preTailed  o^^er  fory— be  aaw 
the  aentiment  waa  general  m  hia  councii'-^aa  afraid 
of  the  advantagea  which  Looia*  might  derive  from 
aeeingdiaaenaion  among  hia  vaaaala ;  and  probably— 
for  be  waa  rather  of  a  coarae  and  violent,  than  of  a 
malignant  temper— felt  aahamed  of  hia  own  diaho- 
nourable  propoaal. 

**  You  are  right,"  he  aaid,  **  Crdveeceur,  and  I  apoke 
haatily.  HerTata  afaall  be  determined  according  to 
the  rules  of  chivalry.  Her  flight  to  Lieoe  hath  given 
the  aignal  for  the  JBiahop'a  nuiider.  He  that  bei*t 
avengea  that  deed,  and  brinoa  ua  the  bead  of  the 
Wild  Boar  of  Ardennea,  ahalTclaim  her  hand  of  ua'; 
and  if  ehe  daniea  hia  ri^ht,  we  can  at  leaat  grant  him 
bar  fiefa,  leaving  it  to  hie  generoaity  to  allow  her  what 
mean  a  he  will  to  retire  into  a  eonvent." 

"Nay!"  aaid  the  Counteaa,  "thrak  I  am  the 
daughtei  of  Count  Reinold— of  your  father'a  old,  va- 
liant, and  faithful  aervant  Woukl  you  hold  me  out 
aam  prize  to  the  beat  aword-playerr' 

'*  Your  anoeatieaa."  aaid  the  Duke,  ^  waa  won  at 
a  tourney— you  ahall  be  fought  for  in  real  meUe. 
Only  thus  far.  for  Count  Reinold'a  aake,  the  aueceaa- 
ful  prizer  ahall  be  a  ^ntleman,  of  unimpeached  birth, 
ancf  unstained  bearings;  but,  be  he  auch,  and  the 
poorest  who  ever  drew  the  atrap  of  a  aword-belt 
through  the  tongue  of  a  buckle,  he  ahall  have  at  least 
the  proffer  of  your  hand.  I  swear  it,  by  St  Gleorae, 
by  my  ducal  crown,  and  by  the  Order  that  I  wearl— 
Ha  I  Messirea,"  he  added^  turning  to  the  noblea  pre- 
aent,  *'  thia  at  least  ia,  I  tbiok,  in  conformity  with  the 
rulea  of  chivalry  Y* 

laabelle'a  remonatranoea  were  drowned  in  a  gene- 
fal  and  jubilant  assent,  above  which  waa  heara  the 
voice  of  old  Lord  Crawford,  regretting  the  weight  of 
veare  that  prevented  his  strikrag  for  so  fair  a  prize. 
The  Duke  waa  gratified  by  the  general  aoplauae,  and 
hia  temper  began  to  flow  more  amoothly,  like  thai 
of  a  awoUen  river  when  it  hath  aubaided  within  ita 
natural  boundaries. 

"  Are  we,  to  whom  fate  baa  given  damea  already," 
aaid  Crdvecoeur,  **to  be  bystandera  at  this  £eur  gamel 
It  does  not  consist  with  mv  honour  to  be  so.  for  I 
have  myself  a  vow  to  be  paid  at  the  expense  of  that 
tusked  and  bristled  brat&  De  la  Marck." 

"  Strike  boldly  in,  Cr^vacceur,"  aaid  the  Duke : 
"  win  her,  and  amce  thou  canat  not  wear  her  thyself, 
bestow  her  where  thou  wilt— on  Count  Stephen, 
your  nephew,  if  you  list" 

"Oramercy.  my  lord  I"  aaid  Crdvecceur,  "I  will  do 
my  best  in  the  battle;  and,  should  I  be  fortunate 
enough  to  ,be  foremost,  Stephen  shall  try  his  do- 
quenoe  againat  that  of  the  Lady  Abbess." 

"I  trust,"  said  Dunots,  ''that  the  chivalry  of 
France  are  not  excladed  from  thia  fair  contest  V^ 

"Heaven  forbid!  brave  Dunois,"  anawered  the 
Duke,  "were  it  but  for  the  aake  of  seeing  you  do< 
vour  uttermost  But,"  he  added,  "  though  tbe^e  be 
no  fault  m  the  Lady  Isabelle  wedding  a  Frenchman, 
it  will  be  neceasai^  that  the  Count  of  Croye  must 
become  a  subject  of  Burgundy." 

"  Enough,  enough,"  said  Dunois,  "  my  bar  sinister 
may  never  be  surmounted  by  the  coronet  of  Croye— 
I  will  live  and  die  French.  But  yet.  though  I  ahould 
lose  the  lands,  I  will  strike  a  blow  for  the  lady." 

Lo  Balafr6  dared  not  speak  aloud  in  such  a  pre- 
sence, but  he  muttered  to  himaelf— 

**Now,  Saundera  SouplejuaW,  hold  thine  ownl— 
thou  alwaya  saidat  the  fortune  of  our  house  was  to 
be  won  by  marriage,  and  never  had  yon  such  a  bhance 
to  keep  your  word  with  us." 

**  No  one  thinks  of  me,"  said  Le  Ol5rieux,  "  who 
am  aure  to  carry  off  the  prize  from  all  of  you." 
.   '* Right,  my  sapient  friend,"  aaid  Louis ;  "when  a 


in 

woman  b  in  the  casc'tho  greatest  fbol  u  dver  tfaa 
first  in  favour."  ' 

While  the  prineea  and  their  nobles  thus  jested 
over  her  fate,  the  Abbess  and  the  Countess  of  Cr^v«i- 
ccBur  endeavoured  in  vain  to  console  Isabelle,  who 
had  withdrawn  with  them  from  the  council-presence. 
The  former  assured  her,  that  the  Holy  Virgin  would 
frown  on  every  attempt  to  withdraw  a  true  votareaa 
fh>m  the  ahrine  of  Saint  Ursula ;  while  the  Countesa 
of  CrdvecGSur  whispered  more  temporal  consolation, 
that  no  true  knight,  who  might  succeed  in  the  em- 
prize  proposed,  would  avail  himself;  against  her  in- 
clinations, of  the  Duke'a  award ;  and  that  perhapa 
the  successful  competitor  might  prove  one  wno 
should  find  such  favour  in  her  eyes  as  to  reconcile  her 
to  obedience.  Love,  like  despair,  catchea  at  straws ; 
and,  famt  and  vague  aa  waa  the  hope  which  this  in- 
sinuation conveyed,  the  teara of  the  Countess  Isabella 
flowed  more  placidly  while  she  dwelt  upon  it.* 


CHAPTER  XXXVI. 


THE  SALLY. 


Th«  wrateh  eondemn'd  with  lift  to  part. 

Still,  sUII  oo  liope  iviiM, 
And  orery  paof  that  rend*  the  heart 

Bid*  eipecution  riae. 

•  Hope,  like  the  rlimmeriof  taper'a  iight, 

Adorns  and  eheeri  the  waj ; 
And  still  the  darker  rrows  the  nifht,    / 
£aBtts  abrifhiar  Rur.-*-Oou>8MiTB. 

Paw  days  had  passed  ere  Louis  had  received,  with  a 
smile  of  gratified  vengeance;  the  intelligence,  that 
his  favourite  and  fata  counsellor,  the  Cardinal  Ba- 
lu&  waa  groaning  within  a  cage  of  iron,  ao  ,dispo- 
sed  as  scarce  to  permit  him  to  enjov  repose  in  any 
pojBture  except  when  recumbent;  ana  of  which,  be  it 
aaid  in  paasing,  he  remained  the  unpitied  tenant  for 
nearly  twelve  years.  The  auxiliary  forces  which  the 
Duke  had  required  Louis  to  bring  up  had  also  appear- 
ed; and  he^eomiorted  himaelf  that  their  numbere 
were  aufAcient  to  protect  hia  person  against  vio- 
lence, although  too  limited  to  copp,  had  auch  been 
his  purpose,  with  the  large  army  of  Burgundy.  He 
saw  himself  also  at  liberty^  when  time  ahould  suit,  to 
resume  hia  project  of  marriage  between  his  daughter 
and  the  Duka  of  Orieana ;  and,  although  he  waa  sensi- 
ble to  the  indignity  of  serving  with  his  noblest  peers  un- 
der the  baimera  of  his  own  vassal,  and  sgainst  the  peo- 
ple whose  canse  he  had  abetted,  he  did  not  allow  these 
circumatanoea  to  embarrass  him  in  the  meantime, 
trusting  that  a  future  day  would  bring  him  amende. 
— "  For  chance,"  said  he  to  his  trusty  Oliver,  "  may 
indeed  gain  one  bit,  but  it  is  patience  and  wisdom 
which  win  the  game  at  laat." 

With  such  aendmenls,  upon  a  beautiful  day  in  the 
latter  end  of  harveat,  the  King  mounted  his  horae; 
and,  indifferent  that  he  was  looked  upon  rather  aa  a 
part  of  the  pageant  of  a  victor,  than  in  the  light  of  an 
mdependent  sovereign  surrounded  by  his  guards  and 
hia  chivalry,  King  Louia  sallied  from  imder  the 
Gothic  gateway  of  Peronne,  to  join  the  Burgundian 
army,  which  comment^  at  the  same  time  its  march 

Most  of  uie  ladies  of  distinction  who  were  in  the 
place,  attended,  drrased  in  their  best  array,  unon  the 
battlementa  and  defences  of  the  gate,  to  see  the  gal- 
lant show  of  the  warriore  setting  forth  on  the  expe- 
dition. Thither  had  the  Countess  Cr^vecceur  brought 
the  Countess  Isabelle.  The  latter  attended  very 
reluctantly ;  but  the  peremptory  order  of  Cbariea  had 
been,  that  she  who  was  to  bestow  the  palm  in  the 
tourney,  should  be  visible  to  the  knights  who  were 
about  to  enter  the  lists. 

As  they  thronged  out  from  under  the  areh,  many  a 
peimon  and  shield  was  to  be  seen,  graced  with  fresh 
devicea,  expressive  of  the  hearei^s  devoted  resolution 
to  become  a  competitor  for  a  prize  ao  fair.  Here  a 
charger  was  painted  starting  for  thegoal,— there  an 
arrow  aimed  at  a  mark,— one  knight  bore  a  bleeding 

*  The  perilling  the  hand  of  an  lioireas  upon  the  eVenti»f  a 
battle,  was  not  so  likely  lo  take  place  in  tite  foiiTteenth  nonfurj, 
as  when  the  laws  of  ehivAlrr  were  in  more  feneral  obserranon. 
Y^t  it  was  not  unlikely  to  occur  to  so  absolute  a  Priooe  as  Duke 
Charles,  In  oircvnataoces  like  those  mppoaed. 
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hmht  indieativ«  of  hit  pMnpn,'-«BOtber  a  okuU,  ond 
a  corontit  of  laurels,  showing  his  determtnation  to 
win  or  die.  Manv  others  there  .were ;  and  some  so 
conningly  intricate  and  obscure,  that  they  might 
have  oeoed  the  raost  ingenious  interpreter.  Each 
Rnight,  too,  it  may  be  presumed,  put  his  oourser  to 
]|t8  mettle,  and  aftsumed  his  most  gallant  seat  m  the 
saddle,  as  he  passed  for  a  moment  under  the  view  of 
the  fiiir  bevy  of  dames  and  damsels,  who  encouraged 
their  valour  by  their  smiles,  and  the  waving  of  ker- 
chiefs and  or  veils.  The  Archer-guard,  selected 
almost  at  will  from  the  flower  o{  the  Scottish  na- 
tion, drew  general  applause,  irom  the  gallantry  and 
splendour  of  their  appearance. 

And  there  was  one  among  these  strangers,  who 
ventured  on  a  demonstration  of  acquaintance  with 
tlw  lady  Isabelle,  which  had  not  been  attempted 
atven  by  the  most  noble  of  the  French  nobilitr.  It 
was  Quentin  Durward,  who.  as  ha  passed  the  ladiea 
in  his  rank,  presented  to  the  Countessof  Croye,  on  the 
point  of  his  lance,  the  letter  of  her  aunt. 

**  Now.  by  my  honour,"  said  the  Count  of  CWve- 
cosur,  "  that  is  over  insolent  in  an  unworthy  adven- 
turer!" 

'*  Do  not  call  him  so,  Crdveoorar,"  said  Dunois ;  **  I 
have  good  reason  to  bear  testimony  to  his  gallantry 
F— ana  in  behalf  of  that  lady,  too." 

"Vou  make  words  of  noting,''  said  Isabelle, 
blushing  with  shame,  and  partly  with  resentment ; 
**  it  is  a  letter  from  my  unfortunate  aunt--She  writes 
cheerfully,  though  her  situation  must  be  dreadful." 

**  Let  Its  hear  let  us  hear  what  says  the  Boar's' 
bride,"  said  Crdveee&ur. 

The  Countess  Isabelle  read  the  letter,  ia  which  hor 
aunt  seemed  determined  to  make  the  besc  of  a  bad 
bargain,  and  to  console  herself  for  the  haste  and  in- 
decorum of  her  nuptials,  by  the  happiness  of  being 
wedded  to  one  of  the  braveifBt  men  of  the  age,  who 
had  just  acquired  a  princedom  by  his  valour.  She 
implored  her  niece  not  to  judge  of  her  William  (as 
she  called  him), by  the  report  of  others,  but  to  wait 
till  she  knew  him  personally.  He  had  his  faults, 
perhaps,  but  thev  were  such  as  belonged  to  charac- 
ters whom  she  nad  ever  venerated.  William  was 
rather  addicted  to  wine,  but  so  was  the  gallant  Sir 
Grodfrey,  her  grand8ire;--he  was  something  hasty 
and  san^inary  in  his  temper,  such  had  been  her  bro- 
ther, Retnold  of  blessed  memory;— he  was  blunt  in 
aiMech,  few  Germans  were  otherwise ;  and  a  little 
wilfol  and  peremptory,  bat  she  believed  all  men  loved 
to  rule.  More  there  was  to  the  same  purpose ;  and 
the  whole  concluded  with  the  hope  and  request,  that 
Isabelle  would,  by  means  of  the  bearer,  endeavour  her 
escape  from  the  tyrant  of  Buivundy,  and  come  to  her 
lovingkinswoman^s  Court  of  Liege^wheieanylittledif- 
feiences  concerning  their  mutual  rights  of  succession 
to  the  Earldom  might  be  adjusted  by  Isabelle' s  marry- 
ing Eail  Eberson— a  bridegroom  younger  indeed  than 
his  bride,  but  that,  as  she  (the  Lady  Hameline)  might 
perhaps  say  from  experience,  was  an  inequahty  more 
easy  to  be  endured  than  Isabelle  could  be  aware  of.* 

Here  the  Countess  Isabelle  stopped;  the  Abbess 
observing,  withva  prim  aspect,  that  she  had  read  quite 
enough  concerning  such  worldly  vanities,  and  the 
Count  of  CrdvecoBur  breaking  out,  "Aroint  thee,  de- 
ceitiul  witch !— Why,  this  device  smeHs  rank  as  the 
toasted  cheese  in  a  rat'-trap— Now  fie,  and  double  fie, 
upon  the  old  decoy-duck !" 

The  Countess  of  Crdveccsur  gravely  rebuked  her 
husband  for  his  violence— "  The  Lady  Hameline^'* 
the  said.  **  must  have  been  deceived  by  Oe  la  Marck 
with  a  snow  of  courtesy." 

^."  He  show  courtesy!"  ssid  the  Count— "  I  acquit 
him  of  all  such  dissimulation.  You  may  as  well  ex- 
pect courtesy  from  a  literal  wild  boar— you  may  as 
well  try  to  lay  leaf-gold  on  old  rusty  gibbetrirons. 
No*74diot  as  she  is,  she  is  not  qaite  goose  enough  to 
fsll  in  love  with  the  fox  who  has  snapped  her,  and 
that  in  his  very  den.  But  you  women  are  all  alike 
-^air  words  carry  it— and,  I  dare  say,  here  is  my 

*  Um  almcMt  uoneoeniiry  tn  add,  tiiat  Uie  naarriags  of  Vil* 
luun  de  la  Marek  wiUi  tbe  Lady  Haineiine,  it  a»  apocryphal  at 
tlw  lady  herself.  Thensal  bride  of  the  Wild  Boar  of  ArdeooM 
vat  Joan  D*Ar«chel,  Barooett  of  Bcoonlioveo. 


pietty  eooitin  bnpfttient  t6  job  liar  anntin  tfabfiHh 
paradiae^and  marry  the  Boar-Pig." 

"  So  m  from  being  capable  of  aucfa  Iblly,*'  mai 
Isabelle^  '"'I  am  doubly  desirous  of  ▼eogesunee  on  ihi 
murderers  of  the  exceUent  Bishop,  beeanse  it  viH,  ai 
the  same  time,  fiee  mv  aunt  jrora  tna  viUaiii's  powec" 

"  Ah  I  there  indeea  spoke  the  voice  of  Croye  f  O" 
claimed  the  Count ;  and  no  mors  was  aakl  omon' 
ing  the  letter. 

But  while  IsabeUe  read  her  aunt'a  epude  Uxhm 
friends  it  mast  be  observed  thai  ska  did  nol  thak 
it  necessary  to  recite  a  certain  jwifwiijrf,  in  -mkoA 
the  Countess  HamelaDe^  lady4ik&  save  an  ueeoBm 
of  her  oocupationa,  and  mformed  ner  iiKce,  thatib 
had  laid  aside  for  the  preaent  a  sarooAt  which  ^ 
was  workiiw  for  her  huaband,  bearing  die  arBna 
Croye  and  La  Marck  in  conjugal  fashion,. parted  pa 
palcb  because  her  William  had  detensined,  lor  £» 
poses  of  policy,  in  the  first  actbn  to  faa:ve  ocfaai 
dressed  in  his  coat-amouK,  and  himaelf  to  aasoK 
the  arms  of  Orleana,  with  a  bar  sinisier^in  oihff 
worda,  those  of  Dunois.  There  was  also  a  si^  «( 
paper  in  another  hand,  the  contents  oif  which  ib 
Countesa  did  not  think  it  neoesaary  to  mentioii,  be* 
ing  simply  these  word*—'*  If/ou  hen-  not  of  ma  aooi; 
and  that  by  the  trumpet  of  Fame^  condode  me  deai 
but  not  uBworihy." 

A  thought,  hithtfto  rendled  as  wikUsr 


of  means,  she  so  ordered  it,  that  ere  tfaa  tioope  wen 
fully  on  march,  dueniin  Durward  received  ma  aa 
unknown  hand  the  billet  of  Lady  Hameline^  maihid 
with  three  croases  oppooite  to  tfa«  poataeript,  aad  ha 
ving  these  words  aubioined  r— "  He  who  fesied  im 
the  arms  of  Orieans  wben  on  the  breast  of  (&£■- aa^ 
lant  owmer,  cannot  dread  them  whan  ^StptamTcm 
that  of  a  tyrant  and  murderer."    A  thsaaantf  thaa- 
sand  times  was  this  intimation  kiased  aad  preased  to 
the  bosom  of  the  young  Scot  I  for  it  manhatVed  him 
on  the  path  whers  both  Honour  and  Love  hdd  ant 
the  reward,  and  possessed  him  with  a  aeoretaBkaonn 
to  others,  by  which  to  disdngnisb  him  whose  dsMh 
oould  alone  give  hfo  to  his  hones,  and  which  hspm* 
dently  resolved  to  lock  up  in  ma  own  bosom. 

But  Durwaid  saw  the  necessity  of  actios  otherwiss 
respecting  the  information  oomunmicated  by  Hay^ 
raddin,  since  the  ptopoasd  sally  of  De  la  If  aivk,  vn- 
less  heedfttlly  guarded  againac,  might  proTe  the  d»> 
struction  of  the  besieging  army ;  so  diiBcah  was  it, 
in  the  tumultuous  wartee  of  tnoae  dav8»  to  raxncr 
from  a  nocturnal  surprise.  After  pond^ing  on  the 
matter,  he  formed  the  additwnal  Rsolutioo,  that  he 
would  not  communicate  the  intelhraea  eave  pcr^ 
sonallv,  and  to  both  the  Priocea  while  together ;  per- 
hape,  beeause  he  felt  that  to  mention  ao  weil-eontriv- 
ed  and  hopeful  a  scheme  to  Louis  whilat  in  pitTate^ 
might  be  too  strong  a  temptation  to  the  wavenag 
probity  of  that  Moi^h,  andflead  him  to  aaabt.  rather 
than  repel  the  inteved  sally.  He  determined,  there- 
fore, to  watch  for  an  opportunity  of  reveafing  the  aecMt 
whilst  liOiBs  and  Chsrles  were  met,  which,  aa  they 
were  not  particularly  fond  of  the  conatraint  imposed 
by  each  other's  society,  was  not  likely  noon  to  oceuc 

Meanwhile  the  maroh  continued,  and  die  coair 
derates  soon  entered  the  territories  of  Liej^e.  Has 
the  Buigundian  soldiers,  at  least  a  part  of  taen. 
composed  of  those  banda  who  had  acquired  the  tide 
of  EcoTckeun^  or  flayers,  ahowed  by  the  usage  whieh 
they  gave  the  inhabitanta,  under  pretext  of  avenging 
the  Bishop's  death,  that  they  well  deaerved  thatK 
nottrable  title;  while  their  conduct  ^reatlj^  prejudiced 
the  cause  of  Charles,  the  sggrieved  mbabitaata,  who 
might  otherwise  have  been  passive  in  the  quarrel,  a»> 
snmin^  arms  in  self-defence,  harasnng  his  mareh, 
by  cutting  ofi*  small  parties,  and  faUing  back  lyObn 
the  main  body  UDon  the  city  itself  thna  augmenti&i 
the  numbere  and  desperation  of  those  who  had  re- 
solved to  defend  it  'The  French,  few  in  nambcr,  and 
those  the  choice  soldiera  of  the  country,  aept)  acooid- 
ing  to  the  King's  orders,  close  by  theh'  remctifa 
standards,  shd  observed  the  stnciest  diacaibne:  a 
contrast  which  increased  the  suspicions  of  Charier 
who  eould  not  help  remarl^  that  the  tiooiia  of 
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LooiB  demeaned  themMlvw  m  if  thtf  were  rather 
friende  to  the  Liegeots,  than  alliee  of  Burgundy. 

At  length,  without  expemsncing  anv  eenous  oppo- 
0itk>n,  the  army  arrived  in  the  rich  valley  of  the  Maea, 
and  befioie  the  large  and  populous  city  of  Liege.  The 
Castle  of  SchonwaUt  they  found  had  been  totally 
destroyed,  and  learned  that  William  de  la  March, 
whose  only  talents  were  of  a  military  cast,  had  with- 
drawn his  whole  forces  into  the  city,  and  was  deter- 
muvd  to  avoid  the  encounter  of  the  chivaliy  of  Prance 
and  Burgundy  in  the  opea  field.  But  the  mvaden 
wsra  notlong  of  experieodng  the  danger  which  mnst 
always  exist  m  attacking  a  lar9B  town,  however  open, 
if  the  mhabiiants  are  disposed  to  defend  it  desperately. 

A  part  of  the  Buigundian  vanguard,  conooviqg 
that,  from  die  dismantled  and  breached  state  of  the 
walls,  they  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  march  into 
Lie0e  at  tKeir  ease,  entered  one  of  the  suburbs  with 
the  shouts  of  "  Burgundy,  Buifcundy  1  Kill,  kili-^ 
IS  ours— Eememher  Louis  of  Bourbon  F'  But  as  they 
marched  in^iisorder  through  the  nairow  stzeecs,  and 
were  pardy  dispersed  for  the  purpose  of  pillage,  a 
large  body  of  the  inhabitants  issued  auddenly  from 
the  town,  fell  foriously  upon  them,  and  made  con- 
siderable slkughter.  De  la  March  even  availed  hun- 
self  of  me  breaches  in  the  walls,  which  permitted  the 
defendera  to  issue  out  at  difierant  points,  and,  by  tak- 
ing separate  routes  hito  the  contested  suburb,  to 
attack,  in  the  front,  flank,  and  rear,  at  once,  the  as- 
sailants, wha  stunned  by  the  furious,  unenected. 
and  multiplied  nature  of  Qie  resistanoe  ofiered,  could 
hardly  stand  to  their  arms.  The  evening,  which  be- 
gan to  doM,  sdded  to  their  confusion. 

When  this  news  was  brought  to  Duke  Charles,  he 
was  furious  with  rage,  which  was  not  much  rapeas^ 
ad  by  the  offer  of  King  Louis,  to  send  the  French 
men-at-arms  into  the  suburbs,  to  rescue  and  bring 
Qff  the  Burgundian  vanguard.  Keiecting  this  o^ 
bnefly,  he  would  have  put  himself  at  the  head  of  his 
own  Guards,  to  extricate  thoso  engaged  m  the  mcau- 
tious  advance;  but  D'Hymbercourt  and  CreveocBiu* 
entreated  him  fb  leave  the  service  to  them,  and, 
marching  into  the  Scene  of  action  at  two  pouita.  with 
more  omer  and  proper  arrangement  for  mutual  sup- 
port, these  two  celebrated  captains  succeeded  in  te- 
pulsittg  the  Liegeois,  and  in  extricating  the  vanguard, 
who  lost,  besides  prisoners,  ■  no  fewer  than  ei^ht 
hundred  men,  of  whom  about  ai  hundred  were  mea- 
at-arms.  The  prisoners,  however,  were  not  nume- 
rous, most  of  them  having  been  rescued  by  D'Hym* 
beroouri,  who  now  proceeded  to  occupy  the  contested 
suburb,  and  to  place  ffuaids  opposite  to  the  town, 
from  which  it  was  divided  by  an  open  spsoe^  or 
asplanade,  of  five  or  six  hundred  yards,  left  free  of 
buildings  for  the  purpose  of  defenocL  There  was  no 
moat  betwixt  the  suburb  and  town,  the  ground  being 
rockv  in  that  place.  A  gate  fronted  the  suburb^  from 
which  sallies  might  be  easily  made,  and  the  wall  was 
pierced  by  two  or  three  of  those  breaches  which  Duke 
Charles  had  caused  to  be  made  after  the  battle  of 
Saint  Tron,  and  which  had  been  hastily  repaired 
with  mere  barricadds  of  timber.  D*Hymberoourt 
turned  two  culverins  on  the  gate,  and  placed  two 
othera  opposite  to  the  prindpal  breach,  to  ra)el  any 
Hally  from  the  city,  and  then  returned  to  the  Bur- 
gundian army,  whicn  he  found  in  great  disorder. 

In  fact,  the  main  body  and  rear  of  ih€  numerous 
army  of  the  Duke  had  continued  to  advance,  while 
the  broken  and  repulsed  vanguard  was  in  the  act  of 
retreating;  and  they  had  come  into  collision  with 
each  other,  to  the  great  confusion  of  both.  The  ne- 
cessary absence  of  D'Hymbercourt,  who  discharged 
•II  the  duties  of  Mar6chal  duCamp,  or,  as  we  should 
now  say\  of  Q,uarter-ma8ter-general,  augmented  the 
di»irder ;  and  to  complete,  the  whole,  the  night  sunk 
down  dm  as  a  wolf's  mouth :  there  fell  a  thick  and 
a^eavy  rain,  and  the  ground,  on  which  the  beleaguer- 
Uig  army  must  needs  take  up  their  position,  was 
muddy,  and  intersected  with  many  canals.  It,  is 
sicarce  possible  to  form  an  idea  of  the  confusion  which 
prevailed  in  the  Bur;p:undian  army,  where  leaden  were 
separated  from  their  soldiere,  ana  soldiera  from  their 
stardards  and  officers.  Every  one,  from  the  highest 
to  the  lowest,  was  seeking  shelter  an^  accominodaF 


tion  where  he  oonM  .individuaHy  find  it ;  while  th« 
wearied  and  wounded,  who  had  neen  engaged  in  the 
battle,  were  calling  in  vain  for  shelter  and  refresh* 
ment ;  and  while  those  who  knew  nothing  of  tbs 
disaster,  were  pressinf^  on  to  have  their  share  in  tht 
sack  of  the  place,  which  they  had  no  doubt  was  pro*> 
ceeding  merrily. 

When  D'Hymbereourt  returned,  he  had  a  task  to 
perfonn  of  mcredible  difficulty,  and  embittered  by  the 
reproachee  of  his  master,  who  made  no  allowance  for 
the  still  more  neoeeeary  duty  in  which  he  had  been 
engaged,  until  the  temMr  of  the  gallant  soldier  b^an 
to  give  way  under  the  Duke*s  unreasonable  reproach- 
es.^'* I  went  hence  to  restore  Some  order  in  the  van." 
he  said,  "  and  left  the  main  body  under  your  Grecert 
own  Kuidanoe ;  and  now.  on  my  return,  1  can  neither 
find  that  we  have  front,  flank,  nor  rear,  so  utter  is  th« 
confusion." 

**  We  are  the  moreHke  a  barrel  of  herrings,**  an- 
swered Le  Olorieux,  "  which  is  the  most  namral  rs> 
semblance  for  a  Flemish  army." 

The  jestePs  speech  made  the  Duke  laugh,  and  per^ 
haps  prevented  a  forther  prosecution  of  the  alterca- 
tion betwixt  him  and  his  general. 

By  dint  of  great  exertion,  a  small  hist-haus,  or 
countrv  villa  of  some  wealthy  citizen  of  Liege,  was 
secured  and  cleared  of  other  occtg)ants,  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  Duke  and  his  immediate  attend- 
anU|  and  the  authority  of  D'Hymbercourt  and 
Crdveocsor  at  length  established  a  guard  in  th« 
vicinity,  of  about  forty  men-at-arms,  who  lighted  a 
very  larae  fire,  made  with  the  timber  of  the  outhouse^ 
which  they  pulled  down  for  the  purpose. 

A  little  to  the  left  of  this  villa,  and  betwixt  it  and 
the  suburb,  which,  as  we  have  said,  was  opposite  to 
the  dty-gate,  and  occupied  by  the  Burgundian  van- 
guard, lay  another  pleasure-house^  surrounded  by  a 
garden  and  court-yard,  and  having  two  or  three 
small,  endosures  or  fields  in  the  rear  of  it  In  thi^ 
the  King  of  France  established  his  own  head-quarters. 
He  did  not  himsdf  pretend  to  be  a  soldier,  farther 
than  a  natural  indiflerenoe  to  danger  and  much  saga- 
dty  Qualified  him  to  be  called  such  i  but  he  was  always 
careful  to  employ  the  most  skilful  in  that  profession, 
and  reposed  m  them  the  confidence  they  merited. 
Loun  and  his  immediate  attendants  occupied  this 
second,  villa ,  a  partnof  his  Scottish  Guard  were 
placed  ui  the  court,  where  there  were  outhouses  and 
sheds  to  shelter  them  fh>m  the  weather;  the  rest 
were  stationed  in  the  garden.  The  remainder  of  tha 
French  men-at-arms  were  euartered  closely  together 
and  in  good  order,  with  alarm-posts  statioiied,  in 
case  of  indr  having  to  sustain  an  attack. 

Dunois  and  Crawford,  assisted  by  several  old  ofiS* 
cera  and  soldiers,  amongst  whom  Le  Balafr^  was 
conspicuous  for  his  diligence,  contrived,  by  breaking 
down  walls,  making  openings  through  hedges,  filling 
up  ditches,  and  the  like,  to  facilitate  the  communica- 
tion of  the  troops  with  each  other,  and  the  orderly 
oombmatbn  of  the  whole  in  case  of  necessity. 

Meanwhile,  the  King  judged  it  proper  to  go  with- 
out farther  ceremony  to  the  quartera  -of  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy,  to  ascertain  what  was  to  be  the  order  of 
proceeding,  and  what  co-operation  was  expected  fh)m 
him.  His  presence  occasioned  a  sort  or  coundl  of 
war  to  be  held,  of  which  Charles  might  not  other- 
wise have  dreamed. 

It  was  then  that  duentin  Durward  preyed  earnest- 
ly  to  be  admitted,  as  havinj;  something  of  importancs 
to  deliver  to  the  two  fnnces.  This  was  obtained 
without  much  difficulty,  and  great  was  the  astonish - 
qient  of  Louis,  when  he  heard  him  calmlv  and  dis- 
tinctly rdate  the  puipose  of  William  de  In  March,  to 
make  a  sally  upon  the  camp  of  the  besiegers,  under 
the  dress  and  uannera  of  the  French.  Louis  wou!d 
probably  have  been  much  better  pleased  to  have  had 
such  important  news  communicated  in  private;  but 
as  the  whole  story  had  been  publicly  told  in  presence 
of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  he  only  observed.  "  that, 
whether  true  or  false,  such  a  report  concerned  tliem 
most  materially." 

"Not  a  whit!— not  a  whit!"  said  the  Duke,  care 
lessly.  "  Had  there  been  such  a  purpose  as  this 
young  man  announces,  it  had  not  oeoi  common' 
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en  ted  to  me  h^  an  Archer  of  the  Scottmh  Guerd." 

*'  However ihat  may  be."  answered  Louis,  "1  pra^ 
fou,  fair  cousin,  you  ana  your  captains,  to  attend, 
tliat  to  prevent  the  unpleasin^  consequences  of  such  an 
attack,  should  it  be  made  unexpectedlv,  I  will  cause 
my  soldiers' to  wear  white  scarfs  over  their  armour— 
Dunois.  see  it  given  out  on  the  instant— that  is,"  he 
added,    if  our  orother  and  general  approves  of  it." 

"I  see  no  objection,"  replied  the  Duke,  "if  the 
chivalry  of  France  are  willing  to  run  the  risk  of 
having  the  name  of  Knights  of  the  Smock-sleevia 
I>estowed  on  them  in  future." 

"It  would  be  a  iwht  well  adapted  title,  friend 
Cliarles,"  said  Le  Glorieujt,  "considering  that  a 
woman  is  the  reward  of  the  most  valiant." 

"Well  spoken.  Sagacity,"  said  Louis— " Couain, 

food-nightl  I  will  go  arm  me.— By  the  way,  what  iif 
win  the  Countess  with  mine  own  hand'}*' 

"  Your  Majesty.*'  said  the  Puke,  in  an  altered  tone 
'  of  Toice,  "must  thea  become  a  true  Fleming." 

"I  cannot."  answered  Louis,  in  a  tone  of  the  most 
aincerfr^conndence,  "be  more  so  than  I  am  alreadVi 
could  I  but  bring  you,  mv  dear  cousin,  to  believe  it." 

The  Duke  only  r4;pliea  by  wishing  the  Bling  good- 
night, in  a  tone  resembling  the  snort  of  a  shy  horse, 
starling  from  the  caress  of  the  rider  when  he  is  about 
to  mount,  and  is  soothing  him  to  stand  still. 

"  I  could  pardon  all  his  duplicity  "  said  the  Duke 
Co  Crdvecceur, "  but  cannot  forgive  nis  supposing  me 
capable  of  the  groas  foUy  of  beug  duped  oy  bis  pro- 
fessions.''     ... 

Louis,  too,  had  his  confidences  with  Oliver  le  Dain 
when  he  returned  to  hie  own  quarters.—"  This  Scot," 
he  saki,  "  is  such  a  mixture  of  shrewdness  and  sim- 
plicity, that  I  know  not  what  to  make  of  him.  Pa*- 
(fue9'diml  think  of  his  unpardonable  folly  in.bring- 
mg  out  hou^t  De  la  Marck  s  plan  of  a  sally  before 
the  fiioe  oi  Burgundy,  Cr^vecoeur,  and  all  of  them, 
instead  of  rounding  it  in  my  ear,  and  ^ving  me  at 
least  the  choice  of  abetting  or  defeating  it !" 

"It  is  better  as  it  is,  Sire^"  saki  Oliver:  "  there  are 
ma^y^in  your  present  tram  who  would  scruple  to 
assail  Burgundy  undefied,  or  to  ally  themselvea  with 
De  la  Marck." 

"  Thou  art  right,  Oliver.  Such  fools  there  are  in 
the  world,  and  we  have  no  ^e  to  reconciie  their 
scruples  by  a  little  dose  of  selAmterest.  We  must  be 
true  men,  Oliver,  and  good  allies  of  Burgundy,  for 
this  night  at  leasti- time  may  give  ns  a  chance  of  a 
better  game.  Go,  tell  no  man  to  unarm  himself:  and 
let  them  shoot,  in  case  of  necessity,  as  sharply  on 
those  who  cry  Prance  and  St,  Denia!  as  if  they 
cried  Hell  and  Satan  I  I  will  myself  sleep  in  my 
armour.  Let  Crawford  place  Q.uentin  Durwara  on 
the  extreme  point  of  our  line  of  sentinels,  next  to  the 
city,.  Let  him  e'en  have  the  first  benefit  of  the  sally 
which  he  has  announced  to  us— if  his  luck  bear  him 
out,  it  is  the  better  for  him.  But  take  an  e^tecial 
care  pf  Martius  Galeotti,  and  see  he  remain  in  the 
rear,  in  a  pUoe  of  the  most  absolute  safety— he  is 
even  but  too  venturous ;  and,  like  a  fool,  would  be 
both  swordsman  and  philosopher.  See  to  these 
thing|L  Oliver,  and  good- night— Our  Lady  of  Clery, 
and  Monseigneur  Samt  Martin  of  Tou^^  be  gracious 
to  my  slumbers  T'* 

•  Attack  Kpon  Llige.^ThB  Duke  of  Borfaodjr,  MX  of  naeiitp 
ment  for  the  unse  which  Um  Bishop  had  reoeived  firom  Um 
people  of  Lietre.  (whose  death,  at  already  noticed,  did  not  take 
place  for  eomc  yeart  after,)  aftd  ktfowinf  that  the  walla  of  tho 
town  had  not  been  repaired  linee  they  were  breached  by  him- 
■elf  aner  th«battle  of  Saint  Troa,  idvaoced  reckloMly  to  their 
eliaitieement.  Hia  commanders  shared  hie  preeumptuoua  con< 
fidenoe ;  for  the  advanced  fuard  of  hie  army,  under  the  Mare- 
ehal  of  Bvrgundy  and  Seirneur  D'Hymbereoart,  mshed  upon 
one  of  the  auburbe,  without  wailing  for  the  rest  of  Uieir  army, 
which,  commanded  by  the  Duke  in  peraon,  remained  about 
■av«>n  or  elf ht  leefues  in  the  rear.  The  ni^ht  was  dosinci  ud, 
■s  tha  Burfundien  troops  obetnred  no  discipline,  they  were  ex- 
pomd  to  a  sudden  attack  fYoin  a  party  of  the  cttizene  command- 
ed by  Jean  de  Vildo,  who,  aasauUinf  them  in  front  and  rear, 
thrftw  them  into  great  disorder,  and  killed  more  than  eitht 
hundred  men.  of  whom  one  hundred  were  men- at-arma 

When  Charles  and  the  Kinf  of  France  came  up,  the/  took  up 
ijieir  quarters  in  two  Tillas  situnted  near  to  the  wall  or  the  city. 
Ia  tlie  two  or  three  days  which  followed,  Louis  was  dlstinguish- 
•il  for  the  <|ttiet  and  reitulated  composure  with  which  he  pressed 
UiB  steae.  and  provided  for  defence  in  ease  of  sallies ;  while  Ute 
Ovkeof  Bnrgwidy,  noway  deficient  in  couia«e,and  who  show- 
ad  tho  nsluieaa  and  want  of  order  whiok  was  hia  prijioipal  char 
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THB  SALLY. 

He  lofdcad,  and  eaw  what  masibon  aissbtisim— 
The  citj-gatsf  oat-povr'd.>l>lBr«diss  Jtrjiai— rf 

A  DXAi>  silence  soon  reigned  over  that '  fnrettt  base 
which  lajr  in  leaguer  before  Liege.  For  a  long^  fkm 
the  cries  of  the  soldiers  repeating  their  snRi 
seeking  to  join  their  several  bannera,  soundei 
howling  of  bewildered  dogs  seeking  their 
But  at  length,  overcome  with  weariness  fay  the  fi- 
tigues  of  the  day,  the  dispersed  soUisffs  uurifad 
under  such  shelter  as  they  <X>u]d  meet  iritfa«  sod 
those  who  couM  find  none^  sunk  down  thraiiKh  eoy 


&ti^;ue,  under  wallsj  hedges,  and  such  temporajy  xm 
teciion,  there  to  wait  for  morning, — s  momiiig  vtoidi 
some  of  them  were  never  to  behold.    A  demd  sie^ 


_  .  on  almost  all,  excepting  those  who  kept  s  

and  weary  watch  by  the  lodjsings  of  the  King  snd  At 
Duk&  The  dangers  and  hopes  of  the  monrow — e«ei 
the  schemes  of  glory  which  many  of  the  yoatm  us* 
bilitif  had  founded  upon  the  splendid  prise  beJo  ost 
to  mm  who  should  avenge  the  mnidered  Biabayef 
Liege~-glided  ftom  their  recolleetion  as  thej  bnr  sts- 
pified  with  fttigue  and  sleep.  But  not  so  with  Qoes- 
tin  Darward.  The  knowledge  th^t  he  sloiie  was 
possessed  of  the  means  of  distingmshiss  La  Jlsick 
m  the  oontest-rthe  recollection  by  whom  thst  iaSorm- 
ation  had  been  communicated,  and  the  Hw  magarf 
which  might  be  drawn  from  her  conveying  it  to  nsi 
—the  thought  that  hia  fortmie  had  brought  him  ts  e 
most  perilous  and  doubtibl  crisis  indeed,  hot  one  wfcss 
there  was  still,  at  least,  a  chance  of  nis  comisg  et 
triumphant,  banished  everv  desire  to  sleep,  sad  atraqg 
his  nerves  with  vwfonr,  which  defied  fitigse. 

Posted,  by  the  Kiiig's  express  order,  on  ikmtxtnme 
point  between  th^  Frracfa  quarters  and  the  tamn,  a 
good  way  to  the  right  of  the  suborb  wfaieb  we  have 
mentioned,  he  sharpened  bis  eye  to  penetiHe  As  aaas 
which  lay  before  him.  and  excited  hie  eant  ts  eaich 
the  slifi^test  sound' which  m^t  anxioimos  any  cbdi- 
motbn  in  the  belesgnered  city.  But^ta  hags  doiks 
hsd  successively  knelled  three  hours  alter  nidai^ 
and  all  oonttnued  still  and  silent  as  the  grave. 

At  length,  and  just  when  Quentin  benn  to  ibok 
the  attack  would  be  deferred  till  daybiealt,  and  joyfiri- 
ly  recollected  that  there  would  be  then  l^ht  esosgh 
to  descry  the  Bar  Sinister  across  the  Flem-Hle-lis  el 
Orleans,  he  thoi:«ht  he  heard  in  the  dty  a  fanmining 
murmur,  like  that  of  disturbed  bees  mnstering  for  f3k» 
defence  of  their  hives.  He  listened— ^e  noise  con- 
tinued ;  but  it  was  of  a  character  so  undiatingaalied 
by  any  peculiar  or  precise  sound,  that  it  mig^t  be  the 
murmur  of  a  wind  rising  among  the  boughs  of  a  dis> 
tant  grove,  or  perhaps  some  stxesm  swollen  by  tbe 
late  rain,  which  vras  discharging  itsdf  into  the 
sluggish  Maes  with  more  than  usual  damour.  dncn- 
tin  was  prevented  by  these  consideratkxie  ftotn  is 
stantly  giving  the  alarm,  which,  if  done  careJeasily» 
would  have  been  a  heavy  offence. 

laeteristie,  aeeinod  also  extramaly  ■nspiefoas  that  the  ki^ 
would  desert  him  and  jofai  with  tba  Lieiaoia 


They  l«y  before  the  towa  for  flva  or  sis  days,  antf  at 
Dxad  the  Mth  of  October,  146S,  for  a  nneral  stoim  Tlic  ei  ^ 
who  bad  probably  infonnatioo  of  their  intent,  reaolwd  t* 


who  bad  probably  information  of  tbeur  uitent,  reaolwd  t*  ■»> 
vent  their  purpose,  and  deteimined  on  aatlcipatfaiait  br  a  aB»> 
pereto  sally  through  the  breaches  in  their  watla.  Tbcr  plaaii 
at  their  head  six  hundrad  of  the  men  of  Uw  iitlSe  tarritmysr 
iahopric of  Liase, and  nthae 
ops.  They  bunt  oat  of  the 
Duka  of  Burgundy'B  qBartai 
arnKMir,  which  th«r  had  Iri^ 


Franehemont,  belonftof  to  the  Biahopric  of  liafe, and  lecJase 
ed  the  most  valiant  or  their  troops.  They  burst  oat  oftfes 
town  on  a  sudden,  surprised  the  r  "       "^ 

erehiigvards  could  put  on  their  i .  

off  to  eiUoy  some  repose  before  the  aasaulL 


Th«  Kiaf  01 


France's  ibdginKa  were  also  attacked  and  endancered.  A  fieat 
confusion  ensued,  augmented  incalculably  by  the  meloal  jea- 
lousy and  suspicions  of  tha  French  and  BurymMliana.  Tba 
people  of  Lieta  were,  however,  unable  to  maintain  their  hapdr 
enterprise,  when  the  men-at-anna  of  the  King  and  Mba  hetaa 
to  recover  ttom  their  confbsion,  and  were  flnally  foraed  to  le- 


tire  within  their  walls,  after  narrowlv  misainf  the  efaanoa  of 
surprising  both  Kina  Louis  and  the  Duke  ofBuigiMdrt  fte  nsaat 
powerfol  Princes  of  their  time.    At  daybreak  tha  eiona  took 


place,  as  had  been  originally  intended,  and  tba  eitiaeoB.  dia- 
boartened  and  Iktigued  oy  the  nociumal  aally,  did  not  maka  wm 
much  resistance  as  was  expected.    Liega  was  taken,  and  i 
nbly  piliaaed,  without  regard  to  sex  or  age,  thlnga  f 


things  pronna.  Theaa  partieulan  are  ftilly  related  by  Caamae 
in  his  Mdmoin,  liv.  ii.  chap.  II.  IS,  It,  and  do  not  diflbr  mmA 
fKim  tho  aaoount  of  tha  same  events  in  this  and  Iha  juti  siBft 


cnaj4ar. 
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I      But  when  the  noise  rose  lood^,  and  seemed  pour- 
I    ing  at  the  same  time  towards  his  bwn  post,  and  to- 
'    wards  the  suburb,  he  deemed  it  his  dutr  to  fall  back 
asBiknily  as  possible,  and  call  his  ijnHe,  w*i^  com- 
mand^ the  small  body  of  Archers  dii^dui.-d  to  his 
support.  All  were  on  their  feet  in  a  mciiTieBL,  and 
witn  OS  little  noise  as  possible.    In  I es s  i h nn  a  <^t:-cond, 
Lord  Crawford  was  at  their  head^  rwiA,  ii>  Hinitching 
i    an  archer  to  alarm  the  King  and  hi^  l]iHj^^ipj!<L  drew 
back  his  little  party  to  some  distarn  <-  Jn  Ujji<I  their 
i    Vaichfire,  that  they  might  not  be  st^Ji  by  i^s  light 
The  rushing  sound,  which  had  approached  them  more 
nearlVt  seemed  suddenly  to  have  ceased;  but  they 
fdll  heard  disdnctly  the  more  distant  heavy  tread  of 
t  lar^e  body  of  men  approaching  the  suburb. 
"The  lazy  Bursundians  are  asleep  on  their  post," 
-  whispered  Crawiord;  "make  for  tne  suburb,  Cun- 
jiinznom,  and  awaken  the  stupid  oxen." 

'^eep  well  to  the  rear  as  you  go,"  said  Durward ; 
"if  ever  I  heard  the  tread  of  mortal  men,  there  is  a 
strong  body  interposed  between  us  and  the  suburb." 
" H^I  said,  ^uentin,  my  dainty  callant,"  said  Craw- 
ford; "thou  art  a  soldier  beyond  thy  years.  They 
only  ma!-.  -  ■  H  nl  f  till  th  e  others  com  e  forward.— I  would 
I  had  SO'MK^  kij^i^^l<^iJ;io  whurs  lury  are!" 

"I  will  i.TOT  i'^nv/nni,  mv  \itTd,'[  i^nidduentin,  "and 
endeavour  to  brinisf  you  information." 

"Do  t-p.  m>'  bi)miy  rhidd ;  tlitja  hast  sharp  ears 
and  cyesj  •lud  f^ood  will— but  rake  heed— I  would  no^ 
lose  thee  for  two  and  a  plack."* 

Ctuentin.  witb  his  haruLiebufls  ready  prepaired,  stole 
forward,  through  KTOund  whitrh  ha  had  reconnoitred 
carefully  in  the  twiKsht  of  the  preceding  evening, 
until  he  W3?^  tiot  only  certftin  that  he  was  in  the 
neighbourhood  ui  a  very  large  body  of  men,  who  were 
standing  fast  betwixt  the  King's  quarters  and  the 
suburbs,  but  also  that  there  was  a  detached  party  of 
smaller  number  in  advance,  and  very  close  to  mm. 
They  seemed  to  whisper  together,  as  if  uncertain  what 
to  do  next.    At  last,  the  steps  of  two  or  three  En/aru 
Tperdua,  detached  from  that  smaller  party,  approached 
nim  so  near  as  twice  a  pike's  len^h.    Seeme  it  im- 
possible to  retreat  undiscovered,  X^uentin  called  out 
aloud,  "  Qui  vivt  7"  and  was  answered  by  "  Vive 
lA—Li—egt—i^t8t-hdXrt^"  (added  he  who  spoke,  cor- 
recting himself,)  "Fi'w  la  -PraTice .''— duentin  in- 
stantly fired  his  harquebuss— a  man  groaned  and  fell, 
and  he  himself  under  the  instant  but  vague  dischai){e 
of  a  number  ot  pieces,  the  fire  of  which  ran  in  a  dis- 
orderly manner  alongst  the  column,  and  showed  it  to 
be  very  numerous,  hastened  back  to  the  main  guard. 
"  Aamirablv  done,  my  brave  boy !"  said  Crawford. 
— "  Now,  calfants,  draw  in  within  the  court-yard— 
thev  are  too  manv  to  inell  with  in  the  open  field." 

They  drew  within  the  court-yard  and  garden  ac- 
cordingly, where  they  found  all  in  great  order,  andthe. 
King  prepared  to  mount  his  horse. 

•*  Whither  away.  Sire?"  said  Crawford ;  "you  are 
safest  here  with  your  own  people." 

"Not  80,"  said  Louis;  ^*I  must  instnnrH'  T,i  inc 
Duke.  He  must  be  convinced  of  our  RtitKl  faith  at 
this  critical  moment,  or  we  shall  hnvfl  both  Lieswia 
and  Burgundians  upon  us  at  on'c/'  And  springiiiE 
on  his  horse,  he  bade  Dunois  coicimfirnl  lb*  FrAn(:li 
troops  without  the  house,  and  Qri*\v  tbrd  the  Arther 
ciiard  and  other  household  troojjs  tu  dpftml  the  lust- 
naus  and  its  enclosures.  He  louHrmnifed  tik^m  to 
brins  np  two  sakers,  and  as  many  ralcnncTs,  (pj(?cni^ 
»f  cannon  for  the  field,)  which  hitd  tx^en  leflahonr 
balf  a  mile  in  the  rear;  and,  in  tho  niflantimc,  lo  iuaku 
Kood  their  posts,  but  by  no  means  to  advftnee,  wfmt- 
5ver  success  they  might  obtain;  nnd  having  pivun 
these  orders,  he  rode  off,  with  a  ^mnU  escort,  lo  \\\^ 
Duke* 8  quarters. 

The  delay  which  permitted  these  arrangements  to 
>o  carried  ftilly  into  effect,  was  owing  to  Quentin's 
mving  fortunately  shot  the  proprietor  of  the  house, 
who  acted  as  guide  to  the  column  which  was  designed 
o  attack  it.  and  whose  attack,  had  it  been  made  in- 
itantly,  might  have  had  a  chance  of  being  successful. 
Durward,  who,  by  the  King's  order,  attended  him 
XT  the  Duke's,  found  the  latter  in  a  state  of  choleric 
listemperatiire,  which  almost  prevented  his  discharg- 
▲  homeir  Soottuh  ezprauion  for  loinethtDr  rouvaluo. 


ing  the  dutiea  of  a  oanertl,  which  w«rs  never  mort 
necessary :  for,  besides  the  noise  of  a  close  and  £n- . 
rious  combat  which  had  now  taken  place  in  the  su- 
burb upon  the  left  of  their  whole  army.— beskles  tfa« 
attack  upon  the  King's  quarter^  which  was  fiercely 
maintained  m,the  centre,— a  third  column  of  Liegeoi0» 
of  even  superior  numbers,  had  filed  out  froin  a  more 
distant  breach,  and,  marching  by  lanes,  vineyards, 
and  passes,  known  to  themselves,  had  fallen  upon 
the  right  flank  of  the  Bargundian  army,  who,  alarmed 
at  their  war-cries  of  Vivt  In  JFVaneeJ  and  DenU 
MofUJoUl  whksh  mingled  with  those  of  Liejgt  and 
Rouge  SangUert  and  at  the  idea  thus  inroired,  o 
treachery  on  the  part  of  the  French  confederates^ 
made  a  very  desultory  and  imperfect  resistance;  while 
the  DukcL  foaming,  and  swearing,  and  cursmg  lus^ 
liege  Lord  and  all  that  belonged  to  him,  called  out  to 
shoot  with  bow  and  gun  on  all  that  was  French, 
whether  black  or  whit&— alluding  to  the  sleevee  with 
which  Louis's  soldiers  had  designated  themselves. 

The  arrival  of  the  King;  attended  only  by  Le  Bala^ 
fr^  and  Quentin,  and  half  a  score  of  Archeics,  restored 
confidence  between  France  and  Burgundy.  D'Hvm* 
bercourt,  Cr^vecosur,  and  others  of  the  Burgundian 
leaders,  whose  names  were  then  the  praise  and  dread 
of  war,  rushed  devotedly  into  tHe  conflict;  and.  while 
some  commanders  hasteiied  to  bring  up  more  distant 
troops,  to  whom  the  panic  had  not  extended,  pthers 
threw  themselves  into  the  tumult,  re-animated  the 
instinct  of  discipline,  and  while  the  Duke  toiled  in  the 
front,  shouting,  hacking,  and  hewing,  like  an  ordinary 
man-at-arms,  brought  their  men  by  degrees  into  ar- 
ray, and  dismayed  the  assailants  by  the  use  of  their 
artillery.  The  conduct  of  Louis  on  the  other  hand,  was 
that  of^  a  calm,  ooUectecL  sagacious  leader,  who  nei- 
ther sought  nor  avoided  danger,  but  showed  so  much 
self-possession  and  sagacity,  that  the  Burgundian  * 
leaders  readily  obeyed  the  orders  which  he  issued. 

The  scene  was  now  become  in  the  utmost  degree 
animated  and  horrible.  On  the  left  the  suburbs  after 
a  fierce  contest,  had  been  set  on  fire,  and  a  wide  and 
dreadful  conflagration  did  not  prevent  the  burning 
ruins  from  being  still  disputed.  On  the  centre^  the 
French  troops,  though  pressed  by  immense  odds, 
kept  up  so  close  ana  constant  a  fire,  that  the  little 
pleasure-house  shone  bright  with  the  glancing  flashes, 
as  if  surrounded  with  a  martyr's  crown  of  flamee. 
On  the  left,  the  battle  swayed  backwards  and  for-' 
wards  with  varied  success,  as  fresh  reinforcements 
poured  out  of  the  town,  or  were  brought  forward 
from  the  rear  of  the  Burgundian  host ;  and  the  strife 
continued  with  unremitting  fury  for  three  mortal 
hours,  which  at  length  brought  the  dawn,  so  much 
desired  by  the  besiegers.  The  enemy,  at  this  period, 
seemed  to  be  slackening  their  efforts  upon  the  right 
and  in  the  centre,  and  several  discharges  of  cannon 
were  heard  from  the  lu^t-haus. 

"  Go,"  said  the  King,  to  Le  Balafr€  and  duenrin, 
the  instan  t  his  ear  had  caught  the  sound ;  "  they  have  * 
f^ot  up  the  sakers  and  falconets— the  pleasure-house 
IS  safe,  blessed  be  the  Holy  Virgin  I— Tell  Dunois  to 
move  this  way,  but  rather  nearer  the  walls  of  Liege, 
with  all  our  men-at-arms,  excepting  what  ho  may 
leave  for  the  defence  of  the  house,  and  cut  in  between 
those  thick-headed  Liegeois  on  the  right  and  the  city, 
from  which  thev  are  supplied  with  recruits."  * 

The  uncle  ana  nephew  Ralloped  off  to  Dunois  and 
Crawford,  who,  tired  of  their, defensive  war.  joyfully 
obeyed  the  summons,  end,  filing  out  at  the  head  of  a 
galfant  body  of  about  two  hundred  French  gentle 
men,  besides  squires,  and  the  greater  part  of  tne  Ar* 
chers  and  their  followers,  marched  across  the  field, 
trampling  down  the  wounded,  till,  they  gained  the 
flank  of  the  large  body  of  Liegeois  by  whom,  the 
riffht  of  the  Burgundians  had  been  so  fiercely  sAsailod.* 
The  increasing  daylight  discovered  that  the  enemy 
were  continuing  to  pour  out  from  the  city,  either  for 
the  purpose  of  continuing  the  battle  on  that  point,  or 
of  bringing  safely  off  the  forces  who  were  already 
enaaffed. 

By  Heaven  1'*  said  old  firawford  to  Dunois, "  wera 
I  not  certain  it  is  thou  thst  art  riding  bv  niv  side,  I 
would  say  I  saw  thee  among  yonder  Banditti  and 
burghers,  marshalling  and  arraying  them  with  thf 
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maoe-^nTy,  if  yon  be  thoo,  tfioo  art  bigger  tban  thou 
art  wont  to  be.  Art  thou  sure  yonder  armed  lead^ 
if  not  thy  wraith,  thy  double  man,  aa  these  Flemings 
call  it  r 

"My  wratthf  said  Danois;  *'I  know  not  what 
yon  mean.  But  yonder  is  a  caitifT  with  my  bearings 
diq>layed  on  crest  and  shield,  whom  I  will  presently 
punish  for  hts  insolence." 

**In  the  name  of  all  that  is  noble,  my  lord,  leave 
the  vengeance  to  me !"  said  (^iientin. 

**  To  tfiu  indeed,  young  man  1"  said  Dunois }  **  that 
is  a  modest  request— No— these  thinss  brook  no  sub- 
stitution."—Then  taming  on  his  saddle,  he  ealled  out 
py  those  around  him,  "Gentlemen  of  Pranoa  form 
your  line,  level  your  lanoes  t  Let  the  rishig  sunbeams 
■hine  through  the  battalions  of  yonder  swine  of  Liege 
and  hogs  of  Ardennes,  that  masquerade  in  our  ancient 
coats.'^ 

The  men-at-arms  answered  with  a  loud  shoot  of 
"  A  Dunois !  a  Dunoia !— Long  live  the  bold  Bastard  I 
•-Orleans  to  the  rescue  I"— And,  with  their  leader  in 
Che  centre,  thev  oh arged  at  fiiU  gallop.  Thev encoun- 
tered no  timid  enemy.  The  large  body  which  thev 
eharged,  consisted  (oKoeptini^  some  mounted  officers) 
entirely  of  infantry,  who.  settmg  the  butt  of  their  lan- 
ces aminst  their  fi^et,  the  front  rank  kneeling,  the 
•eoond  stoopuig,  and  those  behind  presenting  their 
•pears  over  rheu*  heads,  offering  such  resistance  to 
the  rapid  charge  of  the  men-at-arms  aa  the  hedge- 
hog presents  to  his  enemy.  Few  were  able  to  make 
vray  through  that  iron  wall ;  but  of  those  few  was 
OaQoi&  who,  giving  spur  to  his  horse,  and  making 
the  noble  animal  leap  more  than  twelve  feet  at  a 
bound,  fairly  broke  his  way  into  the  middle  of  the 
phalanx,  and  made  towards  the  object  of  his  animo- 
sity. What  was  his  surprise  to  ffaia  Q.uentin  still  bv 
his  side,  and  fighting  in  the  aame  front  with  himself 
—youth,  desperate  courage,  and  the  determination  to 
do  or  die,  having  still  kept  the  youth  abreast  with  the 
best  knight  in  Europe ;  for  such  was  Dunois  reported, 
a^d  truly  reported,  at  the  period. 

Their  spears  were  soon  broken:  but  the  lant- 
knechts  were  unable  to  withstand  the  blows  of  their 
long  heavy  swords;  while  the  horses  and  riders, 
armed  in  complete  steel,  sustamed  little  injury  from 
their  lances.  Sdll  Dunois  and  Durward  were  con- 
tending with  rival  efforts  to  burst  forward  to  the  spot 
where  be  who  had  usurped  the  armorial  bearings  of 
Dunois  was  doing  the  dutjf  of  a  good  and  valiant 
leader,  when  Dunois,  observing  the  boar's-head  and 
tusk  a-  'the  ususi  bearing  of  Wuliam  de  la  March— in 
another  part  of  the  conflict,  called  out  to  Queniin. 
**  Thou  art  worthy  to  ayenge  the  arms  of  Orleans  1 
I  lesTO  thee  xh4  task.— Balarr^S,  support  your  na>hew  i 
but  let  none  dare  to  interfere  with  Dunois'  boar-hunt! 

That  Quentin  Durward  jovfully  acquiesced  in  this 
division  of  labour  cannot  be  doubted,  and  each  press- 
ed forward  upon  his  separate  object,  followed,  and 
*  defended  from  behind,  by  such  men-at-arms  as  were 
Able  to  keep  up  with  them. 

But  at  this  moment  the  column  which  De  la  March 
had  proposed  to  support  when  his  own  course  was 
arrested  by  the  charge  or  Dunois,  had  lost  all  the  ad- 
vantages they  had  jgained  during  the  nisht;  while 
the  Biirgundiaiis,  with  returning  day,  baa  be$[un  to 
show  the  qualities  which  belong-  to  superior  discipline. 
The  great  mass  of  Liegeois  were  compelled  to  retreat, 
and  at  length  to  fly;  and,  falling  back  on  those  who 
were  engaged  with  the  French  men-at-arms,  the 
whole  became  a  con  (Used  tide  of  fighters,  fliers,  and 
pureuera,  which  rolled  itself  towards  the  city- walls, 
and  at  last  was  poured  into  the  ample  ahd  undefend- 
ed breach  through  which  the  Liegeois  had  sallied. 

duentin  made  more  than  iiuman  exertions  to  over- 
take the  special  object  of  his  pureuit,  who  was  still 
in  his  sight,  striving,  by  voice  and  example,  to  renew 
the  battle,  and  bravely  supported  by  a  chosen  party 
of  lanzknechts.  Le  Balafr ',  artd  several  of  his  com- 
rades, attached  themselves  to  Quentin,  much  mar- 
velling at  the  extraordinary  gallantry  displayed  by  so 
young  a  soldier.  On  the  very  brink  of  the  breach, 
Ve  la  Marck— for  ii  was  himself— succeeded  in  efToct- 
kig  a  momenianr  stand,  and  repelling  some  of  the 
most  forward  of  the  purauers.    He  had  a  maoe  of 


iron  in  his  hand,  befbre  vrhich  every  thms  woaniBd  ii 
go  down,  and  was  so  much  covered  with  blood,  am 
It  was  almost  inipossibre  to  discem  those  beazu^p 
on  his  shield  which  had  so  much  incensed  Dunois 
Quentin  now  found  litUe^fficulty  in  sinidiiig  hii 
out ;  for  the  commanding  situatkm  of  which  be  bd 
possessed  himself  and  the  use  he  made  nf  his  tenili 
mace,  capsed  many  of  the  ^valiants  to  seek  siAr 
points  of  attack  than  that  where  so  desperate  a  di 
fender  presented  himself  But  Qnentin,  to  wha 
the  hnportance  attached  to  victory  over  this  tarad- 
able  antagonist  was  better  known,  sprung  ^>ob  )m 
horse  at  tne  bottom  of  the  breach,  ancL  letting  d» 
noble  animal,  the  gift  of  the  Duke  oi  Qrieuia,  ni 
loose  through  the  tumult,  ascended  the  turns  to  as- 
sure swords  with  the  Boar  of  Ardennes.  The  laa^ 
as  if  he  had  seen  his  intention,  turned  cownuds  Urn- 
ward  with  maotf uplifted;  and  they  were  on  thentt 
of  encounter,  when  a  dreadful  about  of  trium^if 
tumult,  and  of  despair,  announced  that  the  bemt^ 
were  entering  the  city  at  another  point,  and  m  ik 
rear  of  those  who  defended  the  breach.  Aascmbin 
around  him,  by  voice  and  bugle,  the  dee9>erate  cac- 
nere  of  his  desperate  fortune,  De  la  Marck,  at  oos 
appalling  sounds,  abandoned  the  breach,  and  coda 
voiu^  to  effect  his  retreat  towards  a  part  of  the  03 
from  which  he  might  escape  to  the  other  aide  of  ife 
Maes.  His  immediate  followen  formed  a  deep  hoij 
of  well-discipUned  men,  who,  never  having  gins 
quarter,  were  resolved  now  not  to  ask  it,  and  wk^ 
m  that  hour  of  despair,  threw  themaelTes  into  sack 
firm  order,  that  their  front  occupied  the  whole  breadib 
of  the  street,  througlf  which  they  slowlv  reund,  mak- 
ing head  fi'om  time  to  time,  and  checking  the  p«- 
suers.  many  of  whom  began  to  seek,  a  eawr  0009*- 
tion,  by  breaking  into  the  houses  for  plunder.  It  k 
therefore  probable  that  De  la  Marck  mighr  have  ef- 
fected his  escape,  his  disguise  concedbig  him  Irnd 
those  who  promised  themselves  to  wia  ooooor  and 

S-andeur  upon  his  head,  but  for  the  standi  pcTsah  ol 
uentin,  his  uncle  Le  Balafr€,  and  some  of  Vut  eoia- 
rades.    At  every  pause  which  was  made  by  the  Wm.- 
knechts,  a  furious  combat  took  place  betwixt  than 
and  the  Archera,  and  in  every  meUs  Quentin  soo^i 
De  la  Marck ;  but  the  latter,  whoae  present  object 
was  to  retreat,  seemed  to  evade  the  yowur  Scot's 
purpose  of  bringing  him  to  single  combat.    i%e  00a- 
fusion  was  general  in  every  direction.    Tie  shxiekf 
and  cries  of  women,  the  yelling  of  the  terrified  kh 
habitants,  now  subjected  to  the  estremity  of  mjUiarj 
license,  sounded  horribly  shrill  amid  the  ahouts  d 
battlcj— like  the  voice  of  misery  and  despair  coDiead- 
ing  with  that  of  fbry  and  violence^  which  should  bt 
heard  farthest  and  loudest. 

It  was  just  when  De  la  Marck,  retiiing  th_ 
thi^  infernal  scene,  had  passed  the  door  of  a  1 
chapel  of  peculiar  sanctity,  that  the  shouteof**  Fiance!  , 
France !— Burgundy !  Burgundy !"  appfized  him  that 
a  part  of  the  besiegere  were  entering  the  fortber  eod 
of^tho  street,  wluch  was  a  narrow  one^  and  that  hii 
retreat  was  cut  off.-'*  Comrade,"  he  said,  **  take  alt 
the  men  vrith  you— Charge  yonder  felk>ws  roundbj 
and  break  through  if  you  can— with  me  it  is  over.  I 
am  man  enough,  aow  that  I  am  brought  to  bajv  t» 
send  someof  these  vagabond  Soota  to  hell  before  aa" 

His  lieutenant  obeyed,  and.  with  most  of  the  fnr 
lanzknechts  who  remained  alive,  hurried  to  the  hi- 
ther  end  of  the  street,  for  the  purpose  of  chaiKBg 
those  Burgundians  who  were  advancing,  and  so 
forcing  their  way,  so  as  to  escspe.  About  six  of  De 
la  March's  best  men  remained  to  perish  with  their 
master,  and  fronted  tlie  Archers,  who  were  not  maiij 
more  in  number.—"  Sanglier !  Sanglier !  Hola  1  gen- 
tlemen of  Scotland,'*  said  the  ruffian  but  undaunted 
chief,  waving  his  mace,  "  who  longs  to  gain  a  coro- 
net,—who  strikes  at  the  Boar  of  Ardenne»1 — ^Toa, 
young  man,  have,  methinka,  a  hankering;  hut  yoa 
must  win  ere  you  wear  iu" 

Quentin  heard  but  imperfectlv  the  words,  which 
were  partly  lost  in  the  hollow  helmet :  but  the  actioa 
could  not  be  mistaken,  and  he  had  but  time  to  bid 
his  uncle  and  comrades,  as  they  were  gentlemen,  to 
stand  back,  when  De  la  Marck  sprung  upon  hua 
with  a  bound  like  a  tiger,  aiming  at  the  same  Dme  a 
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Mow  with  bis  dimo,  m  m  to  m^e  Kia  hand  and  fbdt 
keep  lime  together,  and  nyinx  hia  stroke  fiill  advan- 
tage Of  the  descent  of  his  leap  r  but,  light  of  fbot  and 
quck  of  eve,  Quentin  leai)ed  aside,  and  disappointed  an 
aim  which  would  have  been  fatal  had  it  taken  effect. 

They  then  dosed,  hke  the  i^oif  and  the  wolf-.d9g, 
their  eomrades  on  either  aide  remaining  inactive 
spectators,  for  Le  Balafri  roared  out  for  fair  play, 
addnu;;  "  that  he  would  venture  his  nephew  on  him, 
were  he  as  wight  as  Wallace." 

Neither  was  the  experienced  soldier's  confidence 
unjustified ;  for,  although  the  blows  of  the  despair- 
ing robber  fell  like  those  of  the  hammer  on  the  anvil, 
yet  the  quick  motioaa,  and  dexterous  swordmanship 
of  the  young  Archer,  enabled  him  to  escape,  and  to 
requite,  them  with  the  point  of  his  less  noisy,  though 
more  fatal  weapon ;  and  that  so  often  and  so  enectu- 
ally^  that  the  huge  strength  of  his  antagonist  began 
to  give  way  to  fatigue,,  while  the  ground  on  which  he 
•Cood  became  a  puddle  of  blood.  Yet.  stiD  unabated  in 
<€ourage  and  ire^  the  wild  Boar  of  Aidennea  fough^  on 
with  as  much  mental  energy  as  at  first,  and  Cluentrn's 
victorv  seemed  dubious  and  distant,  when  a  female 
voice  behind  him  called  him  by  his  name,ejacu]ating, 
**  Help !  help !  for  the  sake  of  the  ble^  virgin." 

He  turned  his  h^d,  and  with  a  singie  glance  be- 
hefd  Grertrude  Pavilion,  her  mantle  stripped  finom  her 
shoulders,  dragged  forcibly  along  by  a  French  aol- 
dier ;  one  of  several,  who,  breaking  into  the  chapel 
close  by,  had  seized,  as  their  prey,  on  the  terrified  fe- 
males who  had  taken  refuge  there. 

**  Wait  for  me  but  ode  moment,"  exclaimed  den- 
tin to  De  la  Marck,  and  spruns  to  extricate  his  bene- 
factress fh)m  a  aituation  of  which  he  coiviectured  ail 
the  dangers. 

'*  I  wait  no  man's  pleasure,"  sakl  De  la  Hardt, 
fldiuishing  his  mace,  and  bednning  to  retreat^-glao, 
no  doubt,  of  being  firee  of  soTormidable  an  assailant. 
You  shall  wait  mine,  though,  bv  your  leave," 
said  Balafr^  i  **  I  will  not  have  my  nephew  baulked." 
—So  saying,  he  instantly  assaulted  Do  la  Marek 
with  his  two-handed  sword. 

Qoentin  found,  in  the  meanwhile,  that  the  rescue 
of  Gertrude  ,was  a  taak  more  difficult  than  could  be 
ftntshed  in  one  moment  Her  captor,  supi>orted  by 
his  comrades,  refused  to  relinquish  bis  prize,*  and 
whilst  Durward,  aided  by  one  or  two  of  his  country- 
men, endeavoured  to  compel  him*  to  do  so,  the  former 
beheld  the  chance  which  Fortune  had  so  lundly  af- 
forded him  for  fortune  and  happiness^  glide  out  of  his 
reach ;  so  that  when  he  stood  at  lengu^in  the  street 
with  the  liberated  Gertmd&  there  was  no  one  near 
them.  Totally  forgetting  the  defenceless  situation 
of  his  companion,  fie  was  about  to  spring  away  in 
pursuit  of  the  Boar  of  Ardennes,  as  the  greyhound 
tracks  the  deer,  when,  clinging  to  him  in  her  despair, 
sheexdaimed.  '*Por  thesake  of  your  mother's  honour, 
leave  me  not  here  I^As  you  are  a  gentleman,protect 
me  to  my  father's  house,  which  once  sheltered  you 
uid  the  Lady  Isabdle  I— For  her  sake  leave  me  not  f 

Her  call  was  agoniang,  but  it  was  irresistibly ;  and 
biddmg  a  mental  adieu,  with  unutterable  bitterness  of 
feehn/^  to  all  Hie  gay  hopes  which  had  stimulatnl  his 
exertion,  carried  him  through  that  bloody  day,  and 
which  at  one  moment  seemed  to  approach  consum- 
mauon,  Quentin.  like  an  unwilling  spirit,  who  obeys 
a  ulisman  which  he  cannot  resist,  protected  Ger- 
trude to  Pavilion's  housa  and  arrived  in  time  to  de- 
fend that  and  the  Syndic  himsdf  against  the  fhiy  of 
/be  hcentious  soldiery. 

Meantime,  the  King  and  the  Duke  of  Burgundy 
entered  the  city  on  horsefiack,  and  through  one  of  the 
breaches.  They  were  both  in  complete  armour,  but 
the  latter  covered  with  blood  firom  the  plume  to  the 
spnr^  arove  his  steed  fhriously  up  the  breach,  wliich 
Lk>uis  surmounted  with  the  statdy  pace  of  one  who 
leads  a  procsssbn.  Thw  despatched  orders  to  stop 
the  sack  of  the  dv^  whidi  had  abeady  commenced, 
mnd  to  assemble  their  scattered  troops.  The  princes 
themsdves  proceeded  towards  the  great  church,  both 
for  the  protection  of  many  of  the  diiiinffiiishidd  inha* 
bitants,  who  had  taken  refuge  there,  ana  in  order  to 
hold  a  sort  of  military  council  after  they  had  heard 
,h  Mass. 
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11  IS  an  loai  is  len  oi  a 

f^hew  shaped  out.  and  nea 
ast  hand  to,">said  Ls  Ba 
I  deepatdied  yonder,  and  ^ 


Busied,  like  other  efSoers  of  his  rank  in  collecting 
thos^  under  his  comniand.  Lord  Crawford,  at  tro 
tumHig  of  one  of  the  streets  which  leads  to  the  M  uia, 
met  Le  Balafr^  sauntering  composcd^to wards  thi 
river,  holding  in  his  hand,  by  the  gory  locks,  a  human 
head,  with  as  much  indifference  as  a  fowler  carries  ii 
game-pooch. 

"How  now,  Ludovic !"  said  his  commander ;  "what 
are  ye  doing  with  that  carrion  1" 

It  is  all  that  is  left  of  a  bit  of  work  which  my  ne- 

~  nearly  finished,  and  I  put  the 

Balafi€— "asood  fdlow  that 

^ , , who  preyed  me  to  thmwhis 

head  into  the  Maes.— Men  have  queer  fancies  whan  * 
old  Small-Back*  is  gripping  ^em ;  but  Small-BacJL 
must  lead  down  the  dance  with  us  all  in  our  time.'* 

'^And  yoLL  ari>  ^if>ing  to  throw  that  head  into  the 
Mnee  T*  fiaid  C'rawfurd.  lookiiw  more  attenlivdy  on 
th«  ^hafitly  muinorial  of  mortality. 

,  *'  Ay.  I  ruJy  am  1,"  snid  Ludovic  Lesly.  "  If  you  re- 
fii!^  a  dyma  man  hi*)  l3L.»on,  you  are  likdy  to  be  haunl- 
ed  by  hia  ghuEit,  and  t  lova  To  sleep  sound  at  nights." 

''  Yois  mmi  lake  >f>uir  ehance  oif  theghaist,  tna%" 
sdrJ  Crawford;  "far,  by  my  soul,  there  is  more  lies 
on  [lint  dcMid  puw  thafi  you  think  fi>r.  Come  alone 
wiih  ni'^u^i  -i  M.ir^l  more— Come  along  with 
me/' 

"  Nay,  for  that  matter"  said  Le  Balafr^,  *'  I  made 
him  no  promise }  for.  in  truth,  I  had  on  his  head  be> 
fore  the  tongue  had  well  done  wagging; and  as  I 
feared  him  not  living,  by  Saint  Martin  of  Tours,  I 
fear  him  as  little  wh^n  he  is  dead.  Besides,  my  uttle 
gossip,  die  merry  Pnar  of  8u  Martin's,  will  lend  jSm 
a  pot  of  holy  water." 

When  Hiph  Mass  had  been  said  hi  the  Cathedral 
Church  of  Liege,  and  the  terrified  town  was  restored 
to  some  moderate  degree  of  order,  Louis  and  Chariea, 
with  their  peera  around,  proceeded  to  hear  the  claims 
of  those  who  had  any  to  make  for  services  performed 
during  the  battle.  Those  which  respected  the  County 
of  Croyeand  its  fair  mistress  were  first  reoeived,  aiKL 
to  the  disappoinment  of  sundry  daunants  who  had 
thought  themadves  sure  of  the  ridi  prizes  there. seem 
ed  doubt  and  mystery  to  involve  their  several  pre- 
tensions. CiivecGBur  showed  a  boar's  hide  such  as 
De  la  Marck  usually  wore  i  Dunois  produced  a  cloven 
shield,  with  his  armorial  bearings ;  and  there  were 
others^  who  daimed  the  merit  of  having  despatched 
the  murderer  of  the  Bishop,  producing  sunilar  tokens 
^the  rich  reward  fixed  on  De  la  Merck's  head  hating 
brought  death  to  aU  who  were  armed  in  his  resem- 
blance. 

There  was  much  noise  and  contest  among  the 
competitors,  and  Chariea.  internally  regretting  the 
rash  promise  which  had  nlaced  the  nana  and  wealth 
of  his  fair  vassal  on  such  a  hasard,  was  in  hopes  he 
might  find  means  of  evading  all  these  oonfucting 
claims,  when  Crawford  pressed  forward  into  the  eif^ 
cle,  dragging  Le  Balafr€  after  him,  who,  awkward 
and  bashfurfollowed  like  an  unwilling  mastiff  towed 
on  in  a  leash,  as  his  leader  exclaimed,—'*  Away  with 
your  hooft  and  hides,  and  painted  iron !— No  one^ 
save  he  who  slew  the  Boar,  can  show  the  tuaka  1" 

So  saying,  he  ftung  on  the  floor  the  bloody  head, 
easily  known  as  that  of  De  la  Marck,  by  the  singular 
conformation  of  the  jaws,  which  in  reality  had  a 
certain  resemblance  to  thpse  of  the  animal  whose 
name  he  bore,  and  which  was  instantly  recognira 
by  all  who  had  seen  hini.t 

''Crawford,'*  said  Louis,  while  ChA^les  sat  aliens 
in  gloomy  and  displeased  surprise,  *'  I  trust  it  is  oni 
of  my  faithful  Scots  who  has  won  this  prize?" 

•A  «Mle<|»MtUialBSo«tlaBd  Ibr  DSatb,«iasUr  MfaMM 
•iftikeletoD. 

t  V«  hat«  tlraadf  tto<tBJ  tlw  wiaohretiiMD  mfMeCtaa  the 
oriiMs  of  this  atrodoiM  Impm  ;  mnI it i»  teatce  naeoManr  tors* 
PmL  that  ifhe  in  rMlitjr  nai4erad  Um  Biahop  of  Litfa  k  148a 
thoCoiMt  of  La  Mafek  eoald  not  bo  alain  n  th«  safenca  « 
Liesa  four  yaara  aorlier.  In  Act,  the  Wild  Boor  ot  Awlaawaa, 
as  he  waa  oaaally  teimad.  waaof  hifh  birth,  being  the  third  aoa 
of  John  L,  Count  of  La  Marek  and  Arenbert,  and  aneeator  of 
He  did  not  eteape  Uio 
'  did  not  take  place  at 


the  branch  called  Barooa  of 

ponMrnaot  doe  to  hie  atroeity, 

the  time,  or  in  the  manner,  narrated  In  the  text.  Maximilian, 
Emperor  of  Auatria,  caoied  him  to  be  arrested  at  Utrecht,  wheit 
he  was  beheaded  in  tiie  yenr  I4«,  Uirae  jaaia  aflar  the  Bishop 
of  Liefo's  death. 
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'*It  18  LudoTie  LeAjt  Sve,  whom  we  eaX\  Le 
Balafr^'*  replied  the  old  eoldier. 

"But  is  he  noble?''  said  the  Duke ;  "  is  he  of  gen- 
tle blood  T-^herwise  our  promise  is  void." 

"He  is  a  TOSS  ungainly  piece  of  wood  enough," 
mid  Crawford,  looking  at  the  tall,  awkward,  em- 
barrassed iigure  of  the  Archer ;  "  but  I  will  warrant 
him  a  branch  of  the  tree  of  Rothes  for  all  that— and 
they  have  been  as  noble  as  any  house  in  France  or 
Burgundy,  eyer  since  it  is  told  of  their  fonnder,  that, 

*  BeCwean  tbelca-lM*  tad  tiM  laair. 

He  alew  the  Knifbl,  u4  Ml  hin  Uwrt.*  ** 

**  Tliere  is  then  no  help  for  it,^"  said  the  Duke,  *'  and 
thefkirest  and  richest  heiress  m  Burgundy  must  be 
the  wife  of  a  rude  mercenary  soldier  like  thi&  or  die 
secluded  in  a  convent— and  she  the  only  child  of  oar 
fiuthfol  Reginald  de  Gtoye  I— I  haye  been  too  rash." 

And  a,  cloud  settled  on  his  brow^  to  the  surprise  of 
his  peers,  who  seldom  saw  hhn  evince  the  slightest 
token  of  regret  for  the  necessary  oonsequenoes  of  an 
adopted  resolutbn. 

/'Hold,  but  an  instant,"  said  the  Lord  Crawford,"  it 
Btay  be  better  than  your  Grace  coi\jectures.  Hear  out 
what  this  cavalier  has  to  say.— Speak  out,  man.  and 
a  murrain  to  thee,"  he  added,  apart  to  Le  Balafr6. 

But  that  blunt  soldier,  though  he  could  make  a 
shift  to  express  himself  intelligibly  enough  to  King 
Louis,  to  whose  familiarity  he  was  habituated,  yet 
found  himself  incapable  of  enunciating  his  resolution 
hsfore  so  splendkl  an  assembly  as  that  in  presence  of 
which  he  then  stood ;  and  after  having  turned  his 
should^  to  the  Princes,  and  preluded  with  a  hoarse 
chuckling  laugh,  and  two  or  three  tremendous  con- 
tortions of  countenance,  he  was  only  able  to  pro- 
nounce the  words, "  Saunders  Souplejaw"— and  then 
■tuckfiist 

**  May  it  please  your  Majesty,  and  yom-  Grace," 
said  Crawford,  "I  must  speak  for  my  countryman 
and  old  comrade.  You  shall  understand,  that  he  has 
had  it  prophesied  to  him  by  a  Seer  in  his  own  land, 
•that  the  fortune  of  his  house  is  to  be  made  by  mar- 
liage;  but  as  he  is,  like  myself,  something  the  worse 
for  the  wear,— loves  the  wine-house  better  then  a 
lady's  summer-parlour,  and,  in  short  having  some 
bairack  tastes  and  likings,  which  would  make  great- 
ness in  his  own  person  rather  an  encumbrance  to 
him,  he  hath  acted  by  my  advice,  and  resigns  the 
pretensionB  acquired  by  the  fate  of  slaying  William  de 
la  March,  to  him  by  whom  the  Wild  Boar  was  ac- 
toUy  brought  to  bay,  who  is  his  maternal  nephew." 

"  I  will  vouch  for  that  youth's  services  and  pru- 
dence." said  King  Louis,  overjoyed  to  see  that  fote 
had  thrown  so  gallant  a jmse  to  one  over  whom  he 
had  some  influence.  ^*  Without  his  prudence  and 
vigilance,  we  had  been  ruined— It  was  he  who  made 
vs  aware  of  the  nisht-sally." 

"  I  then,"  sakl  Charles,  **  owe  him  some  reparation 
for  doubting  his  veracity.** 

'*  And  I  can  attest  his  gallantry  as  a  man-at-arms," 
•akl  Dunois. 

•*  But,"  interrupted  Crdvecoeur,  **  though  the  uncle 
be  a  Scottish  genHtUttrt^  that  makes  not  the  nephew 
necessarily  bo<  ' 

•  "He  is  of  the  house  of  Durward,"  said  Crawford ; 
**  descended  ftom  that  Allen  Durward,  who  was  High 
Steward  of  Scotland." 

"  Nay,  if  it  be  young  Durward."  said  Cr^vecceur, 
"  I  sav  no  more.  Fortune  has  declared  herself  on 
his  side  too  plainly,  for  me  to  struggle  farther  with 
her  humorsoihe  ladyship  r— but  it  is  strange,  from 
lord  to  horseboy,  how  wonderfolly  these  Scots  stick 
by  each  other." 

^Highlanders,  shovlder  to  shoulder f"  answered 

•  As  o«4  rhyme,  by  wMeh  the  Lerilee  Yindieati  their  deeeeat 
ftwB  en  eneient  knifht,  who  it  mM  Io  hate  elaiii  a  fiflantie 
Ranpuian  eliampMNi,  and  to  tia«e  ffsnaed  a  proner  naoM  for 
tiiiaadr  by  a  play  of  worda  apoa  the  i»lBfle  where  be  feaght  bit 
liiiMrr 


Lord  Cra^vford,  iMgnmg  at  the  mortificatioa  o(  Ai 
proud  Burgundian.  ^ .     , 

"  We  have  yet  to  inquire,"  ssid  Charles,  tboaib> 
fully,  "  what  the  fair  lady's  sentiments  majr  be  w 
wards  this  fortunate  adventurer." 

"  By  the  ra^oB !"  said  Crdvecoeur, ."  T  have  bat  tot 
much  reason  to  believe  your  Grace  wiU  find  ber  w/m 
amenable  to  authority  than  on  former oocasona.-^fitf 
why  diould  I  grudge  this  youth  hispfefennent  1  ana 
after  all,  it  is  sense,  firmness,  and  gallantry,  whici 
have  put  him  in  poasession  of  WsALTHt  Rajoi,  sad 
BsAimr!"  ^^  . 

I  iTAD  already  sent  these  sheets  to  the  press,  o» 
cludingy  as  I  thought,  with  a  morel  of  excellent  is- 
dencyfor  the  encouragement  di  all  fair-haired,  bh> 
eyed,  long-legged,  stout-hearted  emigrants  frvm  q 
native  country,  who  might  be  willing  m  stirring  tiaia 
to  take  op  the  gallant  profession  of  Cavalieros  of  Pa- 
tune.  But  a  friendly  monitor,  one  of  those  who  I&etk 
lump  of  sugar  which  is  found  at  the  bottom  of  a  tea- 
cup, as  wen  as  the  flavour  of  the  souchonc  itsdC  kai 
entered  a  bitter  remonstrance,  and  insists  that  I  ahouU 
give  a  precise  and  particalar  account  of  the  eapooaaii 
of  the  young  heir  of  Glen-hou|akin  and  the  k>vriy 
Flemisn  Countess,  and  tell  what  tournaments  wen 
hdd,  and  how  many  lances  were  broken,  opon  aoiB> 
teresting  an  occasion ;  nor  withhold  from  me  cmiou 
reader  the  number  of  sturdy  bovs,  who  inherited  tiic 
vafour  of  Quentin  Durward,  and  of  brieht  damselai  in 
whom  were  renewed  the  charms  of  IsatM^Ie  de  Cnjt. 
I  replied  in  course  of  post,  that  times  were  cfaangad. 
and  public  weddings  were  enthiely  out  of  fuhioa.   In 
days,  traces  of  which  I  mvself  can  remember^  not 
only  were  the  "  fifteen  friends  "  of  the  happy  pair  b- 
vited  to  witness  their  union,  but  the  bndai  nuDsusl 
sy  still  continued,  as  in  the  *'  Ancient  MtixBer,''  is 
*  nod  their  heads  "  till  morning  shone  oo  diem.   The 
sack -posset  was  eaten  in  the  nuptial  chambo^-the 
atocking  was  thrown— snd  the  bride's  gaiter  was 
struggled  for  in  presence  of  thehappy  couple  vhom 
Hymen  had  made  one  flesh.    The  authora  of  the  pa 
riod  were  laudably  accurate  in  following  its  £uhkHkS 
They  spared  you  not  a  bluriiof  the  bride,  not  a  raptu- 
rous glance  of  the  bridegroom,  not  a  diamond  in  ber 
hair,  not  a  button  on  his  embroidered  waistcoat ;  un- 
til at  length,  with  Astnea,  **  they  fairly  put  their  cha- 
ractere  to  bed."  But  how  little  does  this  sgree  with 
the  modest  privacy  which  induces  our  modem  brides 
—sweet  bashflil  darlings  I—to  ateal  from  pomp  and 
plate,  and  admiration  and  flattery,  and,  IDlc  honest 
Shenstons, 

"  Seek  fbr  fteerfom  at  ao  ian  r* 
To  these,  nnqwefltionably.  «ti  •ttw^too  of  the  dr- 
cumstaDrp*iof  piThfirijy  wj-h  whu  h  i  t^ridal  m  the  fif- 
teenth cri  it  iiry  wa^^  always  {vltbfQ^Lti.  must  appear  io 
the  high  ('fit  do^rcm  dip^^etin^.  I»al>elle  de  Citm 
would  be  ranked  ia  thtrir  eetiiTi»tion  for  below  taa 
maid  wbi)  milks,  and  does  (be  ineam^at  chares;  for 
even  .shts  were  it  In  the  rhurt-h-porrk  would  r«ecc 
the  IfotHJ  of  her  joumoyman  »ho^  mnker,  shocthi  bs 
propose  "/aire  ^s  jiocifjr,"  fts  it  i*  called  on  ParisiaB 
signa^  iuf^t^ud  of  ^fY\\\j^  dnwn  on  thp  top  of  the  hmr 
coach  to  ^jK-nd  tli*- Hmin uifKifJ ina^ErnUonX  Dcptfoio 
or  GreonHich.  I  will  qijl,  therefore  t>>ll  more  of  th« 
matter,  but  ^  ill  E^fi^l  away  fKmt  the  w«4dingas  Arid* 
to  from  that  of  Angelica,  leaving  h  to  whom  it  nav 
please  to  add  farther  particulara,  after  the  foshioa  si 
their  own  imagination. 

"8oaMb«U«rbard  ■hall  aioff.  in  ftudal  ttala 
How  BraoQuemoajft  Caatia  ob'd  iu  CSothie  cala. 
When  on  tlia  waDd*mr  Boot,  iu  la^alr  hair 
r'd  her  heaatj  and  ao  aaiMooi  fUr." ' 


t '•  E  eooM  a  ritomaia  ia  aaa  oaotraHa 
Trovana  «  buon  naviglio  a  naisiiar  lempa 
E  daU'  India  a  Mndor  tiotae  to  aeattro 
Foiaa  allri  oantara  ooaaHglior  plattr«._ 
Oblamoo  Psbioso,  GasM  XXX  a 


END  OP  QUENTIN  DURWARD. 


